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Prologue

Ireceivedaletterlastnightsummoningmetogoto

school"IT'SURGENT"theteacherhadtowriteitin

red,soIaskedtocomeinlateatworkwhichwas

veryhardbecausemybossisaslavedriver,you

havetobeonyoursickbedforhimtoletyouoff(I

sigh)it'salmostlikehedoesn'thaveafamily.

Wejusthavetoenduretheabuseandunfair

treatmentwereceiveinthesejobsbecausewe

needtoputfoodonthetableforourfamiliesbut

honestlyit'sdraining,whymustwesufferlikethis,

isitsuchabadthingtobeblack??argh.

YouknowI'mveryobservantandIhaveseenhow

peopleofcolorgetfavorsbutifyoucomeyouwill



getgrilledwithquestionsandbeinvestigatedlike

youaresomecriminalanditmakesmewantto

vomitbecauseintheworkplacewearetheones

whomakethingshappen,anywayI'mnothereto

vent.

I'mattheschool,alothaschanged(Ilaugh)Iuseto

attendheretoo,mydreamwasthatmykidswould

gotoaprivateschoolbecausehonestlyeducation

isbetterthere,here'syetanotherthing,Idon't

understandwhytheremustbelevelsineducation

toobecauseweallgotosameuniversity,don'twe

nx…Nowonderwhytheseprivilegekidsdosowell,

theyaregroomedfromayoungage.

Inourlocalcrèchesthekidseat,play,learnABC,

123andsleepmeanwhilechildreninprivatepre

primaryschoolsarelearningaboutthesolarsystem

andlifecycles.IrememberwhenIwasinhigh

school,examsornotyoustillgohometocookand

cleanmyfriend,thenlaterwhenallthechoresare



finishedyoucanopenyourbooksandbythenyou

areyawningandexhausted.Yooohaibandlalifeis

noteasyshame.

I'mbythedoorofmydaughtersclass,Iknockthe

teacherinvitesmein.Icanseemyflower,shegets

shy(shamemynunu,Iwonderwhatshedidforme

tobesummoned,Iwaveatherandsheshylywaves

back)

Teacher:IwillbegoneforashortwhileMiss

Muruganwillwatchyouwhileyoudoyourwork(the

classinunisonsays"yesMam"hahahacute)

TheteacherleadsthewaytothestaffroomandI

keepglancingatmywatch,Ihopethismeetingis

notalongone.Ineedtobeatworkinanhour.

MrsNaidoo:Thankyoufortakingtimeoffand

comingtoseeme,Iknowhowhecticworkschedule



mustbe(Inodather,I'mnervousashell,Itryso

hardtoteachmykidstobegoodandIfeellikemy

parentingskillsareabouttobequestionedandI'm

tryingsohardnottolookdefensive)

FirstofallAmahleisnotjustbeautifulbutsheisa

verybrightlittlegirl,herworkisbeautiful,sheiswell

-manneredandrespectful,Ihavegotnoproblem

withherwhatsoever(IinvoluntarysmilewhenIhear

thosewords)However(mysmiledissappearas

quickaslightning)oflateshehasbeenacting

ratherwierd.Shehasnoconfidenceanymore,she

urinateonherself,shealienateherselffromother

kids,Ihavetriedtogethertotalkcountlesstimes

butnothing.Iamsureyouhavenoticedhermarks

havedropped.AsherteacherIamwithinmyrights

tocallasocialworkertointervenebuuut,Iknow

youareagreatmother,shealwayslookcleanand

presentable,shecarriesahealthylunchboxandshe

isahappylittlegirlsoIdecidedtocallyouherefirst

causemaybeyouknowwhat'swrongwithher

beforeinvolvinghigherauthorities.



Me:uhmthankyouforcaringandbeingobservant,I

amreallygratefulthatAmahlehasyouasher

teacherbuthonestlyIhaven'tnoticedanything,this

isnewstomeI…Idon'tknow.

MrsNaidoo:justtryandgethertotalkmaybeit's

nothingbutifthere'snoimprovementwillinvolve

thesocialworkers.

Me:noneedAmahleisMYchild,Iwillgetthrough

her(Iknowmyattitudeisunnecessarybutwhyshe

keepswavingsocialworkersinmyfacenx)canI

takeherhomenow??Idon'tthinkilreporttowork

today.

MrsNaidoo:Futhiyouaregreatmother,whatever

ishappeningwithAmahleisnotyourfaultandIam

heretoholdyourhand.



Me:ThankyouSerusha

Iamsittinginthestaffroomplayingwithmy

fingers,anxiousashell,whatiswrongwithmybaby?

HowcomeIdidn'tnoticeitfirst,I'mhermotherandI

amsupposedtoseeifsomethingisnotright.I'm

startledwhenmybeautifulflowerwalksinsmiling

atme,Ifeeltearsbuildingup…Idon'tevenknow

whyI'mcrying.Itouchherbushyafrohairandfix

herbushyeyebrowsshe'satrueNgcobothisone.I

huggedher"mummylovesyouHleHlewami"
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Itwasahotsummerdaynothingnewinthe

mountainsofKwa-ZuluNatal,ChiefBhekumuzi

Zulusittingontheverandawithhisbeautifulwife

ChieftessMinenhleZulusippingonanicecold

freshlysqueezedjuicehopingtoquenchtheirthirst

tonoavail.

Chief:Minokuthiwanikodwamesekushisakanje

(whatdoyoudowhenit’sthishot)

Chieftess:Magebakadengashoukuthi(Itoldyou

longtime)buildusapoolattheback,timeshave

changednowwecannotgoforswimattheriverlike

thegoodolddays

Chief:Iwillspeaktoourworkersandseeifyour

wishcanbegrantedsthandwasami,eventhough

thiswillwastewater.ThereasonIdidnotagree

fromthefirstplaceisthedroughtthatlikestovisit

ourkingdom,imaginewhatourworkerswillthinkof

usifweownapoolthatusestonsofwaterwhile



ourvillagesstruggletokeepabucketofdrinking

water

Chieftess:IhearyouNdabezitha,nowthatyouhave

putitthatwayIfullyunderstand,ourjobistoserve

ourpeopleandtoleadbyexample.Donotworry

aboutthepoolwewillsurvive

Chief:IwilltakeyouandthechildrentoDurban,we

canbookinatahotelatthebeachandyoucan

swimasmuchasyouwant

Minenhlegiggledatthethoughtofwearingher

bikiniandthesarongsheboughtwhentheywentto

CapeTownforavacation.

Chief:OurprincessisgrowingMinobeforeweknow

itshewillbegone,livingherlifeinherown

Kingdom



Hesaidthiswithpaininhisvoice,Bhekimuziloved

hischildrenbutunfortunatelybeingborninto

royaltyhasitsadvantagesanddisadvantages,his

thoughtwasdisturbedbychanting,Bhekiand

Minenhlefolloweditandtheyeyesfellona

beautifulmaidenskinflawlessandyellow,shehad

longredbraidswalkingbarefootwithananklet

madeoutoftinybeautifulseashells,sheworea

highandlowredwrapperdress,shecarrieda

scepterinherhandandwasdancingseductivelyas

shemadeherwaytowardstheroyals,itwas

mesmerizingifyouaskme.

Chieftess:“Howcanwehelpyou?Hertonefilled

withannoyance”

Maiden:“MynameisLwandlesenttotheMpunzi

Kingdombythegods,Iamherebearingnews”

Chief:“SPEAK!”



Thechiefishandsome,hewastall,darkandwell

built,allthemaidensinthevillagewantedapieceof

himtillthisdaybuthiseyescouldonlysee

Minenhlewhowasatruedefinitionofindoni

yamanzi,hersmilesocontagiouswithaquirky

laughthatleavesyouweak,Bhekipickedher

singlehandedlyinthatreeddanceandfromthatday

hisheartwassatisfiedbuttodayhewasabit

confusedlookingathowLwandle’shipsswayfrom

sidetosideupanddowncouldhebelustingover

her?NoIlovemywife,hegotannoyedinstantly

andwantedthisaddictivemaidenoutofhispalace

Chief:“ISAIDSPEAKORSEEYOURSELFOUT”

Lwandle:“Ndabezitha”shegentlybowed,Iamsent

totellyouthattheprincesshascomeofageand

willneedtobepreparedtomarryherbetrothedor

herkingdomwillperishbeforeshesetfootinit,she

gentlybowedagain”



Chieftess:“HowcomeGwadleladidn’tseethis,who

areyou?”

Lwandle:“Yourhighness”shebowedgently,Ido

nothaveananswertothatIamjustamessenger,I

aminkosazaneyamanzibornofStellayoudon’t

knowmebutIknoweverythingaboutyou”

Chief:“NandiwillgetmarriedtoPrinceVusimuzi

whenshereaches25asagreed;inourcultureour

first-bornmustgetmarriedfirst,thereforeour

PrinceMsebewillgofirst,thankyou”

Lwandle:“Ndabezitha”I’mjustamessengerandmy

jobhereisdone

Shebowedonelasttimeandsheresumedher

seductivedancethatwastorturingthechiefso

muchhegotupangrilyandstormedinsidethe



house,Minenhlefocushergazeonthismysterious

maidenandsheconvincedthatshehatedher.

*******************

Attheborderofthevillagestoodahugehut,

nobodyreallypaidattentionbecauseitwasjustold

andfadedpeoplewerealwaysdrawntobighouses

thatpeoplewhocamefromthecitywouldbuild,

theywouldspendhoursatthelocalwaterpoints

andgossipaboutpeople’smarriages,cheating

husbands,witchesandhotmenaroundthevillage.

Lwandleenteredthehutandfoundhermother

waiting.

Stella:“So?Diditwork?”

Lwandle:“Likeacharmhecouldn’tresistmydance

moves,soonIwillbeswingingthesehipsontopof

him”



Stella:“WonderfulmydaughtersinceIfailedto

seducethelatechiefIhavenodoubtthatyouwill

beweaponofdestruction,thiskingdomwillbeours

andmygrandchildBandilewillrulehisKingdom

alongsideNandi,imaginetwopowerfulkingdomin

thepalmofourhands”

Lwandle:“It’sbrilliantmother,Ican’twaittokillthat

charcoalwomanBhekicallsawife”

Stella:“Easytigerallinduetime”

Lwandle:“Ihavebeenwaitinglongenoughmother”

Theboughtletoutthemostdevilishlaughand

starteddancingandchanting,Stellawasthe

allocatedchiefpriestessoftheMpunziKingdomin

thetimesofBheki’sfatherbutretiredwhenBheki

succeededthecrownafterhisfather’smysterious

deathandBhekiappointedGwadlelawhoisdeem



uselessbythesewitches,hisasgoodasblind.

************

“ReadyornothereIcome”Bandilescreamedas

Nandirantohide,Nandigiggledandcoveredher

mouthhopingthatBandiledoesn’tspother,these

twohavebeenfriendseversincetheywerechildren,

Bandileusedtocomeoverwithhisgrannyasshe

workedatthepalacesincethenthesetwoare

inseparable.BandilesawNandiscootingherbutts,

squeezingherselfintothebush;hechuckledand

shookherhead.

Bandile:“afteralltheseyearsyouarestillterribleat

thisgame”hescoopedherupandturnedher

around,Nandicouldnotstopgiggling”

Nandi:“PutmedownBandileyougoingtomakeme

dizzy”



HemissedaspotandfellwithNandiinhisarm

luckilyhelandedonhisbackthankGodforthesoft

well-manicuredgrassinthepalacegardenthey

werenothurt,NandiwasnowontopofBandileand

silenceengulfedthemafteragoodminuteNandi

clearedherthroat

Bandile:“GetoffmeNandiuyasinda”(youareheavy)

Nandi:“MenowayI’mlightasafeather”

Theybothlaugh

Bandile:“Iheardthatyouaregettingmarriedsoon.”

Histonefilledwithdisappointment

Nandi:“AtleastprinceVusiishandsomeandvery



caringIhavebeenoutwithhimacoupleoftimes”

Bandile:“YOUDON’TLOVEHIMNANDI”

Nandi:“Sowhat?IamroyaltyBandile,Iwilllearnto

lovehimandIlikehimalreadythatshouldcountfor

something”

ThosewordspiercedrightthroughBandile’sheart,

healwayslovedNandihewantsheralltohimself.

Hearingherconfessingtolikeanothermandidnot

sitwellwithhim

Bandile:“Youalsolikemebutyoudon’twantto

marryme”

Nandilaughedhystericallyuntilhertummywas

sore



Nandi:“Don’tbesilly,Idon’tseethatwayyouare

mybestfriendIcouldn’tmarryyou”

Bandile:“Iwouldn’tmindbutyouarerightitwoulda

catastrophe”

Nandi:“Oh,pleaseIwouldmakeagreatwife”

Bandile:“Iwoulddieofhungerphelawenayou

don’tevenknowhowtocook”

Hechuckled

Nandi:“Thatwasthenmymomhasbeenteaching

me,Iamfullpackagebaby”

Shestoodanddida360degreeturn,Bandile

whistled



Bandile:“Akufanibandlanemicondoyakhoemihle”

(younotthatbadshamewithyourskinnylegs)

Nandismackedhisshoulder;theybothlaughedand

madetheirwaybacktothehouse

Nandi:“stopmakingfunofme”
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Msebegotamarriedtoabeautifulprincessfrom

Kusakingdomdownsouthcoast,thefamiliesgot

alonglikeahouseonfire,whichisgreatforboth

kingdoms.Nandistaredatherbrotherandhiswife

theyweresointoeachotherandthatrestoredhope

forher.HerphonerangandVusinameflashedon

herscreen.

Nandi:Nyathi

SheblushedVusiwasveryhandsome

Vusi:sthandwasamiunjani?(Howareyoumylove?)

Nandi:ngiyaphilawena?(I’mgoodandyou)

Vusi:greatnowthatI’mtalkingtoyou



Shechuckled

Nandi:whatyouuptoo?

Vusi:canIturnthistoavideocall;Iwanttoseemy

wifetobe

Shequicklyfixedherlongrelaxedhair

Nandi:sure

Vusiappearedonthescreenlookingdapperingrey

sweatpantswithamatchinghoodie

Vusi:theresheiswow,I’moneluckysonofagunI

knowit’snotidealforyourmarriagetobearranged

butIamactuallyhappyit’syou.Umuhlebabe(you



beautiful)

Hesmiledshowinghisperfectteeth,Nandiwasa

blushingmess,Vusiwasgrowingonherandstrong

Nandi:I’mhappytoo

Vusi:really?

Nandi:yeah,atfirstIwasn’tbutnowI’mexcited

Vusipunchedtheairinexcitement

Vusi:thankGod,Iwasn’tlookingforwardtonursing

amiserablewife

Theybothlaughedconversingasiftheykneweach

otherforyears,Bandilestoodinadistancewith

veinspoppingvisibleonhishead.Hehuffedand



stormedoutthepalace.

Thewalkbacktohishousewaslonganddreadful,

hebargedintothehutspittingvenom,hismother

lightlyblewinsomepowderinhisfacethat

instantlyhelpedhimtocalmdown.Hesatnextto

himandrubbedhisback.

Lwandle:talktoyourmother

Bandile:shehasfallenforhimma,sheishappyto

marryhim

Hebrokedowninhismother’sarmshewastearing

apart

Lwandle:Itoldyouthatthegameyouareplaying

willnotworkBandile,sheseesyouasafriend,like

abrotherzibukeukuthiunjani(lookatyounow)



Bandile:mayouknowIloveherforreal,whichis

whyIdonotwanttohurther,butshejustdoesn’t

seeit

Lwandle:juststayashertrustedfriendandmama

willmakesureyougetwhatyouwant

Bandile:mamawhatifItrickherintosleepingwith

me,noPrincewillwantherifshe’snotavirgin,

whichwillworkright?

Helookedathismomforvalidation

Lwandle:sometimesyoudisappointmeBandile,

yousupposedtobemysonbutthewayyouthinkis

questionable.Youareacommoner.Ifyousleep

withheryoudefeatingthepurpose.Doyou

remembertheplan?



Bandile:yesma

Lwandle:nowlet’ssticktoit

Bandilenoddedforhehadnoothertricksuphis

sleeves.

***************

Thechiefcouldn’tsleepawinkeverytimeheclosed

hiseyeshewouldseeLwandledoingthingstohim.

Hemadecountlesstripstothekitchentodrink

somewater,hewasworriedhiswifewillwitness

himenjoyingthisspiritualpleasurehewasgetting

inhissleep.Herebukeitacoupleoftimesand

retiredbacktosleep.

HewasdeepintoitLwandlewasontopofhim

lookingeversopretty.Hertinywaistandperky



boobsyoucouldn’tmiss,hecaressedheryellow

thighsandgavethemasqueezed.Shestarted

rockinghisboatgentlyandambitiously,Bhekilet

outamoanandclosedhiseyeswelcomingthe

pleasure.Itwasmagicalthebesthiseverhad,when

hereachedhisdestinationhegroanedlikeinjured

animal.Hewokeshortlyafterthatandnoticedhis

trunkwetinthefront.Hesprungoutofbedand

hurriedintotheensuitebathroom,heletoutabig

sigh.Whatiswrongwithme?Hewasscaredof

wherethiswasgoing.

***************

TheChieftesscamebackfromthewomen

conferencethatwasheldannuallyinthevillageto

celebratedifferentwomenfromdifferentwalksof

life.TheChieftessnormallyinviterichwomento

comeandsupportthelocalsastheyshowcase

theirtalentse.g.beadwork,handmadebags,

sculpturesandhandmadegarmentstheworks.She

walkedinchirpyclearlyherdaywasasuccess.



Chief:someoneisinagoodmood

Chieftess:indeedtheladiessoldsomuchstuff

todayandthespeakerswereonfire

Chief:welldonemyloveyouwerebornforthis

Cheiftess:wellIhavegreatmentoritsexpected

Chief:noIwonttakethecreditforthisyouarea

natural

Chieftess:thankyoumylove,howwasyourday

Thechiefimmediatelywentgloomy,howdoeshe

tellhiswifethathewasthinkingofanotherwoman

theentireday,it’sabsurd,



Chief:itwasokay,comehere

HemotionedforhertositonhislapMinenhle

compliedgiggling

Chief:youknowIloveyouwitheverythinginme

Shenoddedwiththatbeautifulsmilethatonce

madehimweak

Chief:Iwillnevereverhurtyouintentionally

Chieftess:youokayNdabezitha?

Thechiefjustnoddedwithhisheaddown



LaterthatdayhesummonedGwadlelatocometo

thePalace

Gwadlela:NdabezithaIamhereasyourequested.

Chief:IhaveafewthingsIwanttoaskyou.Firstly,

aparticularmaidencamewithamessagefromthe

gods.MywifeandIwerewonderingwhyyoudid

notseeitfirst

Gwadlela:theancestorshaven’tcommunicated

withmeforawhilenow.Iguessthere’snoharmin

themessageotherwisetheywouldhaveshowed

me

Chief:wellIdidn’tlikehermessagebutIcan’tget

heroutofmymindGwadlela

Gwadlela:youdoknowyouarewellwithinyour



rightstochooseasecondwife,aslongassheis

pure

Chief:IknowbutthiswillhurtmywifeandIwould

hatethat

Gwadlela:shewillgetusedtoit,thisisbetterthan

cheating

Chief:thankyousomuch

NowIneedtositMinodown…..
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ThecouncilisgatheredatthePalaceasper

requestedbytheChief.

Chief:“withoutwastingmoreofyourtime,Iamhere

toletyouknowthatIwanttotakeasecondwife.I

haveparticularmaidenthatcaughtmyeyeand

wouldlikeyoursupportgoingforward.”

Member1:“YouarewithinyourrightsNdabezitha,

thatshouldn’tbeaproblem,haveyouspokenwith

yourwife?”



Chief:“notyetIjustwantedtomakesureIhave

yoursupportfirst”

Member2:“Ndabezitha!Manamongmenthereed

dancehascomeandgonewhereisthemaiden

from?”

Chief:“wellsheisfromourvillage,Ican’twaitfor

thereeddanceIneedhernexttome”

Gwadlela:“doyouperhapshaveanameforus?”

Chief:“sheisourformerpriestessdaughter

Lwandle”

ThecouncilgaspedinshockwhileGwadlelashyly

lookedaway,guiltwrittenalloverhisface



Chief:“isthereaproblem?”

Member1:“thatgirlisnotdecentenoughtositon

thethroneNdabezitha,issheevenpure?”

Member2:“whatkindofChieftesswillshemake

withredhairandherharlotways?Withduerespect

Ndabezithasheisnotfitenoughtoruleour

kingdom”

Chief:“thatiswhoIwant,Iwillmakeherfittositon

thethronealongsideme,Gwadlelawillknowifshe

isn’tfit,thegodswillshowhimrightGwadlela?”

Gwadlela:“Ndabezitha”

Hebowedhisheadhesitantly.



****************

BhekimuziandLwandlewerelyinginbedaftera

steamysession.Bhekicouldn’thandlethedreams

hewantedthemtocometolifeandLwandledidnot

disappoint.

Lwandle:“whenareyoutellingyourwifeBhekiI’m

tiredofsneakingaround?Ifyoucan’tappreciateme

thenleavemetoothermen”

Chief:“STOP,stoptellingmeaboutothermenaren’t

youmineheh.Ungazongicasulamina”(don’tannoy

me)

Lwandle:“yobeNdabezitha(I’msorry)justthatI

feellikeyouarenottakingmeseriously”

Chief:“ifyouweren’tsowildandquirkyitwouldbe



easier.Itisstressfulthatthecouncildonotagree

withthisbutnawelookatyourself.Younotpure

andyourredhair,dresscode”.Doyoublamethem?

ThathithometoLwandle,shealwaysfeltoutofit

andnevergotachancetoenjoyheryouthbecause

ofhermother.Nomantakeherseriouslyorsee

beyondherbodyandthatkilledherfromwithin.

Lwandle:“soyoutellingmeallthosepeopledictate

yourlife?Aren’tyouthechief?”

Chief:“Iamsthandwasami”hesighed“butthere

arerulesstipulatedbymyforefathers,agoodleader

leadbyexamplesoIhavetoadhere”.

Lwandle:“wheredosthisleavesussthandwa

sami?”



Shesatupanxiously

Chief:“Idon’tknowbutIdoknowIloveyou”

Lwandle:“Iwillnotbeyourdirtylittlesecret

Bhekimuziungibhekekahle”(takeagoodlookatme)

Chief:“calmdown”

Lwandle:“youbetterfixthisorIwillpersonallypay

theChieftessavisit”

Chief:“youwilldonosuchthing”

Lwandle:“trymeZulujusttrymeIdareyounx”

Sheclimbeddownthebedfuriously;thingswere

notgoingthewaysheplanned.Sheleftthelodge



withtearsblindinghervision.Shesatflatdownon

thesideoftheroadtocollectherself,whenshe

finallydidshephonedStella.

Stella:“nkosazaneyamanzi”

Lwandle:“motherIneedsomethingstrongerle

ndodaiyangibhedela”(thismanismessing

everythingup)

Stella:“whatdoyoumean?”

Lwandle:“canyoubelievehehasn’ttoldhiswife

aboutusandthecouncilisgivinghimproblems”

Stella:“don’tworryaboutthoseoldhagsIwillfix

Gwadlela,hewillconvincethem”



Lwandle:“shehastodiemama”

Stella:“ifyouhadkeptyourselfpurelikeIaskedyou

thiswouldbeeasier.Ihopeyoudidn’tmentionyou

haveachild”

Lwandle:“nomotherIhaven’tbuthisnotstupid,he

knowsI’mnotpureplusI’mnotexactlythatyoung”

Stella:“thatdoesn’tmatterbutI’mconfusedwhy

thisisnotworkingunless…unlessyesyouarein

lovewithhimdammit”

Lwandle:“noIuhm,I’mnot,ohmother”

Stella:“noLwandleyoucannotmybaby,don’tthink

withyourheartbutyourmind”



Lwandle:“sheneedstodiemotherthat’stheonly

way”

Stella:“okay”

Shehungup,asasmilecreptuponherface,she

pickedherselfupandheadedtoaranktoget

transporthome

**************

NandiwasoutwithVusi

Vusi:“sotellmewhatareyourdreams?Weoftendo

notgettoliveourliveswiththesetitlesinourface

butIwanttochangethingsonceI’mcrownedChief”

Nandi:“wellIwanttobeadoctorandsomeday



openmyownpractice”

Vusi:“andIwillseetoitthatyourdreamscome

true”

Nandi:“andyou?”

Vusi:“Ilovetheseaandeverythinginitfascinate

mesoaMarinebiologistbutIdon’tseehowIcan

juggleawholekingdomandthat”

Hesighed

Nandi:“butthatisunfairthatyouwouldallowmeto

reachmydreamsandchuckyoursaside”

Vusi:“itmydutyasyourmanbabe,itisasacrificeI

amwillingtotake”



Nandi:“doyouhaveadate?”

Vusi:“forthewedding?”

Nandi:“yeah”

Vusi:“youdecideandletmeknowbutIcan’twait”

Nandi:“metoo”

Heheldherbythewaistlookingdeepintohereyes

Vusi:“canIkissyou?”

Nandi:“uhmyeah”



Sheblushed.Hesmashedhislipsonhersgently,he

thensuckedherlowerlipthatsheinvoluntarylet

outasoftmoan,shepartedherlipsgivinghimfull

access,Vusididnotwastetimeanddeepenedthe

kiss,thiswentontillthingsgotheatedup,Nandi

pulledoutbreathless

Nandi:“weinpublic”

Vusi:“so,youmyfiancéletthemtalkIdon’tcare”

Nandi:“trustmewewillhaveafairshareof

scandalswhenweareleadingyourkingdom”

Vusi:“leadingmykingdom,mmmhIlovethesound

ofthat,fornowletmetakeyouhomeit’slate”

***************



BackatthePalace,thechiefjustcamebackhome

fromhistimewithLwandle.HefoundMinenhle

seatedonthecouchinherpyjamasandagownon

top.Assoonasshesawhim,sheranintohis

embraceclearlyworriedabouthim.

Chieftess:“thankGodyouaresafe,Iwasworried

sickyoushouldhavecalledme”

Chief:“I’mfine”

Hesaiddismissively

Chieftess:“canIfixyousomethingtoeat”

Chief:“noI’mnothungry”

Chieftess:“oh,Iwillbeupstairs



Sheclimbedthestairswithtearsrunningdownher

cheeks;shecouldsmellawoman’sperfumeonhim.

Thisconfirmedallhersuspicions,thesudden

changeofattitude,thelatenights,andthedreams.

Sheisjustwaitingforhimtoconfess.Meanwhile

downstairsBhekiwassweatingfromconfliction,he

loveshiswifenodoubtbutthenLwandleoccupies

hismindallthetime,hedidnotknowhowtobreak

thenewstoherwithouthurtingher.Heclimbedup

thestairsandenteredtheirchambers.

Chief:“Minoweneedtotalk”

Shenoddedherheartskippedabeatfrombeing

anxiousonhowthiswillgodown.Shewasalready

hurt,howworsecouldthisbe?

Chieftess:“whoisshe?”



Sheliftupherheadtofacehimwithtearsmaking

linesdownherface

Chief:“MinoIloveyoubutLwandleshe”

Shecuthimshort.

Chieftess:“soit’sher”

Shelaughshysterically

Chief:“IloveherMinenhle”

Chieftess:“isshethereasonyoumoaninyour

sleep,thereasonyoudon’tevenknowIexistand

youtellingmeaboutlove?Sothisishowitis

Bhekimuzi,youbroughtmehereforthiswowyou

hurtingmesomuchBheki,Ithoughtmaybeyouwill



tellmeyousorryforcheating.Youloveherwow”.

Sheclappedonceandthrewherhandsintheair

Chief:“Iwanthertobemysecondwife”

Chieftess:“youhavenoshame,soIamnotenough

IhavealwaysbeenyoursandonlyyoursIrespect

you,supportyou.Ihavebeennothingbutagood

wifetoyou,whatamIlacking?AmIdisappointing

youinaway?PleasetellmeIwillfixitbutplease

don’tbringanotherwomaninmyhouse”.

Chief:“I’msorrymylove,Iloveyoubelievemeand

youdon’tlackanythingbutIneedLwandletoo”

Chieftess:“Bhekimuziwhy?CanIatleastleave,let

megothenIcan’tdothis”



Chief:“hellno,what.Younotgoinganywhere.You

willstayhereIneedyoutoo”

ShesobbedloudandpainfullyNandiwasstanding

bythedoorthewholetime.Sherantowardsher

momandhuggedherwhileBhekilefttheroom.

Chieftess:“hewantsanotherwife”

Nandi:“Ithoughtdadlovesyou”

Chieftess:“Idon’tknowmybaby;youcangoIwill

befine”

Nandi:“I’msorrymom”

Nandilefttheroomandheadedtohersconfused,

shethoughtherparentslovedeachother.



TheChieftessclimbedonherbed,shefacedthe

ceilingasshereminisceherdeterioratinglife,she

letoutabigsighandoutofasuddenshestarted

choking,shetriedscreamingbuthervoicefailed

her.Shechokeduntilfoamcameoutofhermouth;

shefellintoadeepsleepthatwilllast…

Forever…
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EnoughisenoughIcan’tsitherehopingonedayI

willwakeupandthingswillbebacktonormal.I

cannotstomachwitnessingakingdomthatmy

familybuildfromscratchcrumblelikethis.My

fatherisshell,Idon’trecognizeanymoreexcept

whenhisscreamingChieftessLwandle’snameon

topofhislungsinpleasure.Msebeandhiswife

wereinvolvedinacaraccidentshortlyaftermy

motherdied,thereisnothingleftformehere.Idrag

myhumongoussuitcasesandloadtheminoneof

thecars;thankGodforVusi’sdrivinglessonsInow

havealicense.Idon’tknowwhereI’mgoingbutit

willbefarawayfromhere.Itsmidnightperfecttime

formyprisonbreak,Ihavebeenhelpingmyselfto

allthevaluablesinthepalaceandmadealotof

moneyfromthem.Ihavebeencollectingmoneyfor

mykeepandletssayIamloaded,Iopenedasecret

accountfordayslikethis.Ihaveallofmymother’s

jewelsandfancygarments,I’mgoodtogo.



IbreatheoutwhenIreachthetarroad,Iwillditch

thiscaratthelodgeIwillbesleepingatbecauseI

knowthatwitchwilltrackitandIcan’thavethat.It

issadthatIhavelefthimbehindbuthegothimself

inthismess,IamsorrybutIhavetobeselfishon

thisone.OhMinenhleZuluhowImissyou.Icheck

inatthelodgeandeveryone’seyeslandonmy

suitcasesmxm,theymustjustmindtheirown

business.

IamsearchingforplacesIcouldgotoosothey

don’tfindme,IcouldgotoDurbanbutthatistoo

close,maybeCapeTownorJoburgarghI’msleepy

Iwilldecidetomorrow.IstalkVusimuzionsocial

mediasomemore,that’swhatIdothesedaysever

sinceIfoundhimdoingdespicablethingswithtwo

girlsinhischambers.Eversincemydadcheatedon

mymotherIhavetrustissuessoIendedthingsand

calledoffthewedding.IthankheavenIsawhistrue

coloursbeforeImarriedhim.Idon’twanttoeven

mentionBandile.



*************

ThedayImakeitinlifeIpromiseyouIwillhire

whitepeopleasmygeneralworkerssotheycan

spendadayinourshoesyesessomebossesare

straightfromhell.Iworkasareceptionistina

manufacturingcompanyinuMhlanga,Ireadmy

contractthoroughlyIamawareofmydutiesand

myknockofftimesbutIfindmyselfworkingas

cleanerandanofficeassistantaswelllikewhatthe

hell,Ishouldleaveworkat4:30butthatis5:30PM

everydaywithnofail.IfIaddressthismattermy

douchebagbossremindsmewhopaysmysalary

andthatitdoesn’thurttobeahardworker.Ineed

thejobsoIamstillhere,Idon’tknowwhyhe

doesn’thiremorestaffbecauseclearlywearenot

holdingthefort,thecompanycanaffordit.

Itsknockofftimemyfavoritetimeoftheday.I

wonderifpeoplewithcarsspendlessonamonthly

basisbecauseourpockethaveholesascommuters

wearebreathingthroughthewound.Igetaliftfrom

acolleaguetoGateway,Itakeataxifromthereto



townandfromtownIgetataxitoKenville,itsworst

onpeaktimesandendofthemonth.Iamontaxi

goinghomeandbrainstormingdinnerinmyhead,

somethingquickandyummy.Spaghettibolognaise,

perfect,Istillhavesomeminceleftinthefreezer.

“NgicelaukusalaerankIscreamtotheconductor,

hegivesmethumbsup.ThetaxicomestoahaltI

jumpedoff;IthanktheheavenstheSomalianshop

atthecornerisstillopenIrushedtheretogetaloaf

ofbreadformychildren’slunchtomorrow.

IamNtombifuthiShebaBhenguIhavea7-year-old

daughterAmahleanda9-year-oldsonSmiso,well

heismylatesisters.Ihadtwosistersbuttheyall

passedon8yearsagoinacaraccidentontheir

waytomysister’sgraduation,alongwithmy

parents.Itwasthehardesttimesofmylifetryingto

makeendsmeetattheageof16;theyleftmewith

nothingbutashackandaninfantbaby.Ifellinlove

andaccidentallymadeababybutmystorywasno

fairytalebecausemyprincecharmingdidnotwant

ahappilyeverafterwithme.Heleftmeforgreener



pastures;heleftmewithabeautifulmarkthatIlove

withmywholeexistenceAmahleNgcobo,no

actuallyBhengu.

IarrivehomeandsparklingcleanjusthowIleftit,I

amaneatfreakanditsunfortunateformychildren

buttheywilllive,IhurrytomyroomwhomIshare

withAmahle,Ichangeintosomethingmore

comfortable.ItakeouttheminceIwillhaveto

defrostitinthemicrowave,Ithrowitinthereand

headofftomaMkhize’sshackshelivestwohouses

downfrommeshelooksaftermychildrenwith

paymentofcourse.IfindAmahlebusycoloring

somethingwithfullconcentrationandSmisois

playingsoccerwithboysoutsideasusual.

Me:“sawubonamaunjani?”(helloma,howareyou?)

Mamkhize:“Futhimntwanangiyaphilawena?

“(Futhimychild,imgoodandyou?)



Me:“sikhonama(I’mgoodma)wecan’tcomplain,

howisshetodayIhopesheishelpingyouaround

thehousebeforesinkingintoherbooks?”

Mamkhize:“Hlehleisagoodgirl;youaredoinga

greatjobwithher”

Me:“Itrymama”Iwalkovertoher“hellosmarty

pants”Ipullintomyembrace

Amahle:“mummy”shesqueals

Me:“saybyetogogoIneedtogocookandcheck

yourhomework”

Shestandsupandgivegogoahugandbidher

farewell,onourwayoutIcallSmisoweallhead

home,theydisappeartobathwhileIcookdinner,

afterafewminutestheyreturnintheirpjamas,I



maygetpeanutsbutImakeitwork,ourlittleshack

isahomenow.Smisousesouroldbedroomand

Hlehleandsharemyparents’bedroom.Westarted

withillegalconnectionbutnowwehaveprepaid

electricityinourlittledogbox.Theyknowtherewill

benotvuntilIchecktheirhomework.

ItissadbecauseIdon’tgettospendmuchtime

withthemduringtheweekbutImakeitupinthe

weekend.Homeworkchecked,weeatdinnerwhile

watchingalittlebitofT.Vbecause8pmit’sdown

timeforHlehleandSmisoisnine.

***************

ThursdaymorningIamatthefrontdeskthewhole

daysurprisinglydoing“My”jobthatI’mhiredfor.Its

lunchtimeunlikethesebratsIworkwithIcarry

lunchfromhome,IcannotaffordtobuyeverydayI

seriouslydon’tknowhowtheydoit.Iwarmupmy

spaghettiandheadouttothegardentoeatinpeace.

Ilovespendingtimealonebecauseitgivesmetime

toreflect,planmylifeinsteadoflyingabouthow



wellofIamlikesomeofthesewithsugardaddies

andmarriedmen,theythinkwecan’tseethem.I’m

sunkenintomythoughtswhenthisfrikkin

handsomemancomestowardsme,myheartrate

shotupacoupleofdegrees.Iamtryingtocompose

myselfbutfailingdismallyfokhisheadedstraight

tomydirection.

Him:“sawubonamynameisMnqobiMpungose

canIhavethehonortoknowyours”.

Iseriouslywanttoplayhardtoget,theGreekgod

thatisstandinginfrontofmeisadream,letme

playaroundifhisforrealhewillstickaroundbutif

nothewilldisappear.

Me:“soserious”Irollmyeyes

Him:“okay”hechucklesifIamnotmistakenIthink

heisnervous,“Iwanttoknowyou,”hesays.



Me:“Futhi,Ntombifuthi”

Him:“nicetoknowyouNtombifuthi,youdonot

happentobeaKhozaoraChonco”

Ohmyarethosehisrelatives,thankgodBhengu

isn’tthere,imagine

Me:“IamaBhengu”

Him:“thankgod”heexhalewipinginvisiblesweat.

“I’mstarving”hetakesmyspoonandstartseating

mylunch.Iopenmymouthtogivehimamouthfull

bymywordsfailme,Iamshocked”.

Me:“kuyacelwa”(youmustask)



Him:“andgiveyouthechancetosayno,never,this

isnicedidyoumakeit?”

Akasabofelieqedaukudlakwami(youmustseethe

wayisindulginghisfinishingmyfood),thewayI

wanttothrowatantrumrightnow,itistaking

everythinginme.

Me:“Yes,manjeIamnotgoingtobefullbecause

someonedecidedtoindulgeinmyfood”

Hetotallyignoresmeandcarryonwithhismission,

whichistostarveme.

Him:“tomorrowIamtakingyououtforlunchsowe

areevenandinthefuturebringenoughfoodforthe

bothofus”

Withthathestoodupandwalkedaway,ishe

smokingweedorsomething



Me:“ini?”(What?)

Heismadngabeithengwauyenaigrosamaye(if

onlyhewastheonewhobuysthegroceries),Iwork

hardtoputfoodonthetableformychildrennowI

havetofeedanothermouth,hemustcrazy.Iretire

backtomydesk,timefliesbeforeIknowitimout.I

arrivehomecookriceandbeefcurryandbondwith

mychildren.Smisoseemawkwardlyquiet.

Me:“Smisomyboyiseverythingalright?”

Smiso:“yesmom”doyouknowwhomyfatheris”?

Iwasn’texpectingthat,Iclearmythroat

Me:“whydoyouask”?



Smiso:“myfriendsalwaystalkabouthowtheir

fathersspendtimewiththem,howtheyprotect

themandIcouldn’thelpmyselfwonderhowit

wouldbeifIhaveone”.

Me:“butIamhereandIamprotectingyou”

Smiso:“Youwon‘tunderstandma”

Arethosetearsiseeinmychildeyes,ohgodiam

shattered,ididn’tknowthatthisaffectedhimthis

much.Ipulledhimtomyembraceandtoldbothof

themabouttheirfathers.It’snopointtryingto

protectirresponsiblebastards,Idon’thavetimefor

that.SmisoknowsIamnothisbiologicalmomI

madesureIsharedpicturesandstoriesabouthis

mothermysisterwouldhavewantedthat.

Afterthrowingapitypartyforourselvesweateand

jokedaroundtilldowntime.Ifoundmyselfthinking



aboutMnqobiMpungosebutmyhappybubble

poppedwhenIthoughtofPhumlaniNgcobodamn

hedidanumberonme.Herippedmyhearthe

uppedandleft,heisthereasonIamsingletillthis

day,ithasbeen5fullyearswithoutaman.YesI

triedbutwillendtherelationshipintwomonthsI

haveserioustrustissues,thatmanleftmewitha

twoyearoldbabyknowingverywellIcouldn’t

afford.Welivedoffgovernmentsgrantandpiece

jobsIusedtogetmaMkhizewouldlookafterthe

childrenwhileIfinishedmyhighschool,Ifounda

jobstraightaftermatricandhereIamstill.

***************

It’sFridayandIamreadytoquit,whatashittyday

mymoodwentfrom100to0pleaseheavenlyfather

canIberichalreadyIcan’ttakethis.Mybossjust

sworeatmebecauseIforgottodothefiling,Iam

nothisPAorofficeassistant.Mindyou,heasked

metosetuptheboardroomforameetingduring



thattime.Ipraythatnooneoutthereisenviousof

mebecausemylifesucks.It’slunchtimeIwarmup

myfoodandthenIseeMnqobiatthefrontdesk,

doeshereallyhavetoseemelikethis?Ohsnap

“LUNCH”Iforgothepromisedme,nowIfeelbad,

butIamalreadycrankyIwillbebadcompany.

Mnqobi:“asambebeforeyourlunchisover”

IwanttoobutIcantnotwhenIaminsuchafoul

mood,thelastthingIwantistobreakdowninfront

ofhim.

Me:“nothanksIhavelunch”Iwavemylunchboxin

theair

Hedoestheunthinkable;hestrolledovertomeand

tookmylunchbox



Mnqobi:“Iwillbewaitinginthecar”

Hewalksoutleavingmespeechless,haveyouever?

Hedidn’tjustdothat.

Afteragood30minuteshereturnswithanempty

lunchbox

Mnqobi:“thanksforlunch”andhewalksout

Ngiyalingwangisehlane(Iambeingtestedhere).

Afteranhouranordercameforme,Iwenttothe

deliveryguytoconfirmbecauseIdidn’torder

anything.

Me:“theremustbeamistake,Ididn’torder

anything”



Deliveryguy:“itwasn’tyoubutaMnqobiMpungose

didandaddressedittoyouanddon’tworryit’sfully

paidfor,enjoy”

Hewalkedawayleavingmesmilingtomyself,no

onehaseverboughtmelunchbeforeIdon’tknow

whybutIhavebutterfliesinmytummyjustthinking

ofhim.Iwilleatthiswithmychildren,Iheadback

tomydesk.

Nocookingformetoday.
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LastnightwehadpizzafromMrMpungosefor

supper,Ijustaddedcooldrink.Iamusuallyvery

strict,weareonlyallowedatreatonceattheendof

themonth,nowjustimaginetheexcitementwhen

thechildrenspottedtheboxofpizza.TodayIhavea

meetingwithAmahle'steacherandIprayit'snot

aboutherbehaviorbecauseIwillbeatthehellout

ofher,sheknowsIdon'tplay.

Iwokeupandgotthechildrenreadyforschool,I

sentmybossamessagetoremindhimIwillbe

cominginlate,Ifoughttoothanailtogetthisday

off,hethengavemeamouthfulasifI'mnotentitled

tomyleavemxm.



IjustgotoutfromthemeetingandImustsayitis

notwhatIhadanticipated,Hlehleisnotdoingwell

andherteacherisworriedabouther.Iphonedmy

bosstolethimknowI'mnotcominginatallit'san

emergency,hewasnothavingit,Ihadnochoice

buttohanguponhim.It'srudeIknowbutwhyishe

likethis?nothingbreaksthatmanheisIcecoldnx

IpullmyangeltositonmylapandImakeherlook

atme,Iheldbothherhands.

Me:"letustalk"shenodded.Istheresomethingyou

wanttotellmummybutmaybeyouscared?She

shookherheadno,Iletoutasigh,howdoIdothis?

Hlehlenoonewillhurtyouwhenmummyisaround,

ifthereissomeonethatishurtingyouIneedyouto

tellmesothatIcanprotectyou.

Amahle:"Idon'twantyoutodie"shestartscrying



Me:Iwon'tdiebaby,Ijustwanttoknowifthere's

anyonehurtingyou

Amahle:"hesaidifItellyou,hewillslitmythroat

withaknifeandthenshootyouandSmisowitha

gun"Ifeelmywholestomachturning,sosomeone

ishurtingmybaby

Me:who?

Amahle:uncleMandla

Me:IneedyoutotellmeeverythingHlehleokay,

everything

Amahle:"healwaysfetchmefromschoolwhen

gogogoestotown,hesendsSmisotoplayand

helpsmewithmyhomework.Whenit'sonlythetwo

ofushethentouchesmeandmakemelickhis



willy"Istandupfrommychairbecauseican't

handlethenewsI'mgetting,tearsarefallingin

excessandIamfailingtocontrolthem.Howcould

hedothattomyprincess,Itrustedthemwithmy

children.

Me:"carryon"Isatbackdown

Amahle:"hethenmademesleeponthebedand

thenheputhiswillyinmyflower,itwaspainful

mummyIscreamedbuthecoveredmymouthand

toldmetoshutup.Mummyhedoesiteverytime

whengogoisnotaround"Iinvoluntaryletoutasob,

howdidInotseethis.

Me:okaybaby,Iwillsortthisoutokayhewillnot

hurtyouagain,mummyisherenow.

Howcanthatscumbaghurtmybabyinthisway?I

failedmydaughterthisisallmyfault,Ishouldhave



noticed,Ishouldhaveknownsomethingiswrong.I

amgoingtokillthatbastardbutwhymaMkhize

wouldleaveHlehlewithsomeoneelsewithout

tellingme.IamamesswhenSmisowalksinfrom

school.

Me:"Smiecomeheremyboy"hecomesandsit

nexttome"whatkindofpersonisuncleMandla"?

Smiso:"hisnotnice"hisfacechangedinstantly

Me:"SmisoTALKNOW"iscream,Idon'thavetime

todigIneedtoactfast.

Smiso:"heputhispenisinmybums"Istoodupand

putmyhandsonmyhead,Istartpacingupand

down.

Me:"stayhereI'mcomingback"



Iranoutthehousewithaknifeinmyhand,Iwantto

slicehisdickoff,howdarehehurtmykidslikethis?

Isitbecausethereisnomalefiguretolookafterus,

isitbecauseweareorphans.IsweartoGodtoday

hewillmeethismaker,ohPhumlaniIcurseyou

whereveryouarewhywouldleavemetoraisethis

childbymyself.I'matmaMkhize'sdoorbangingit

ashardasIcan,theremusthearmeout.Icanhear

hercursinginsidebutIdon'tgiveadamnI'mhere

forthatuselesspieceofshit,Iwilldealwithher

later.

MaMkhize:whathappenedFuthiyouwillbreakmy

door

Me:uphiuMandla,NGIFUNAUMANDLA?(whereis

Mandla,I'mlookingforMandla)

MaMkhize:hewentbacktothefarmhewillcome



backnextmonth

Me:mahowcouldyouallowhimtofetchHlehle

fromschool?IleaveyouwithmykidsbecauseI

trustedyoubutyouletmedownma

MaMkhize:whatareyoutalkingaboutFuthi

Me:uMandlaudlwenguleizinganezamiunderyour

watch(Mandlarapedmykids)

MaMkhize:youtalkingrubbishnow,Mandlawill

neverdothat

Me:youwillallpayforthis

IwalkbackhomedefeatedhowdoIevenprovethis.

IstayedathomeforanotherthreedayswhenIwent



backtoworkwithadoctorsnotemybosstoldmeI

wasfiredandthathehashiredanewpersonand

thatishowIlostmyjobladiesandgentlemen

******************

It'sbeenmonthsnowofmegoingbackandforth

workingwiththepolicebuttillthisdaytherapistsis

walkingscotfreemaMkhizetippedhimoffnot

comebackthissidebecausethecommunityis

waitingforhim.InKenvilleyouwillgetjusticeifthe

policefailyou.Inowhaveatableatroadhouse

whereIsellfruits,vetkoeksandcigarettesfor

commutersheadedtowork.IfetchAmahlefrom

schoolandSmisohassoccerpracticeasanextra

muralatleastthatkeepshimbusytillIamdone.

Ihaven'theardfromMnqobieversincethatdayhe

boughtmepizzaIguesshewasn'tminetobegin

with.AnywayIwouldn'twanthimtocomeintomy

liferightnowIhavetoomuchbaggage.There'sthis



girlthatusedtohelpsmeoutatthetablewhenI

neededtostockup,butshefoundajobatSpar.I

wonderwhatshe'sdoinghere.

Me:Sabathaubekwayinila?(whatbringyouhere?)

Sabatha:IthinkI'mcursedsis,whatdidweeverdo

tothisworldhuh?Igotfired,asifthatisnotenough

Igotarrested

Me:what?butwhyyoujuststarted

Sabatha:"mxmit'sthatwhitegirlItoldyouabout"

ngimtrabhile(Ibeatherup)

Me:Idon'tfollow

Sabatha:shewasacustomer,averyabusiveonein



thatmatter,Icouldn'tstanditngavelengamshaya

kantiangibuzangaelangeni(Ibeatherup,littledidI

know)

Me:kodwanaweMasabathawhywouldyoufight

foraguyyoudon'tevenknow.

Sabatha:"ukusanganasisi",Idon'tknowalso,he

mustthinkI'mcrazy"webothburstintolaughter

Me:soarewebacktobusiness?

Sabatha:weorphansmuststicktogethermntase

Me:weneedtoextendthistableanddon'tworry

sisiwewillberichonedaythulanjewenauzobona

(watchandsee)



***************

AfteralongdayoflookingforMasabathawhojust

vanishedintothinairNkosanajuststeppedout

fromMuggnBeanwhenhefeltsofthandspulling

himintoanembracefrombehind.Hesighedand

rolledhiseyes.

Nkosa:Amberthisisstartingtoboreme,quit

followingme.Itwillnotchangeanything.

Amber:"it'sjustmeandyounowNkosa,Imade

surethatgirlisbehindbars,shewasmessingup

ourrelationship"shesmilessincerely

Nkosa:youdidwhat?Whichgirl?

Amber:thatfatthingwhowasclaimingtobeyour

girlfriend,sheattackedmeimaginesheisananimal



withnoselfcontrol

Nkosa:"nononoitwasyou"hepointedather"you

gotMasabathafiredandarrested"Ishouldhave

knownyoutwistedsickbastard,shegasped.

Amber:"takethatback,Ican'tbelieveyoudefending

her"shestartscrying

Nkosa:thisisthelaststrawAmberIhavetolerated

yourshitandthisisitforme.Howcanyoudothat

toaninnocentgirl,youareyourownenemyYOU

NEEDHELP.

HestormedoutfrustratedleavingAmbersoakingin

herowntears.
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ThegentsweregatheredatMnqobi’sdoingavideo

callwithNtsikaandNka.

Ntsika:itisfrikkncoldthissideitswinterbuthey

NewYorkismynewhomeyall.

Nkosa:youarecomingbackright?



Ntsika:Iwillfindahoneythatvatnsitwithmeand

I'msorted

Yanda:"udakiweIwillpersonallycomeanddrag

youback",theyallburstinlaughter

Nka:howisNkosazane?

Ntwe:sheisokay

Nkosa:"don'tworrybafoshewillpullthrough,you

justdowhatyougottado"Nkanodded

Ntwe:andNkanyezihowarethegirlsthatside

Mnqobi:"usuyabhedamanjeZungu,youarehappily

marriedyezwaH.A.P.P.I.L.Ydon'tcomehere

andaskaboutgirls"theyallburstintolaughter



Ntwe:kahlebobengidlala,yini?ujukebox

udlaliswangemali?(relaxIwasjoking,what?Are

youajukeyouplaywhenpeopleputmoney?)

Mnqobi:"amadodaashadileoneside"theyallburst

intolaughter(allmarriedmenoneside)

Ntwe:ngizokubambaMpungose(Iwillcatchyou

Mpungose)yourdayiscoming

Nka:howarethetwins?Theyaresoadorable,

makingmewishtohavemyown

Nkosa:ifyouhurtmysisterNorwood?ncncncI

willforgetthatwearebra's

Nka:hawubafouZanewangala,Ihaven'tspokento

herfromthetimeIleft,sheblockedmeeverywhere



it'salmostayearnow.

Nkosa:youbrokeherheart,nowtakeitlikeaman

Nka:forhowlong?

Yanda:wearenotabouttosithereanddiscussmy

sister,NEXT

Ntsika:uqonywaninibafo?(whenareyougettinga

girlfriend?)

Yanda:"thedayyoufindagirlfriend"heanswered

dismissively

Ntsika:bafoyouhavetomoveonLondekacannot

havesomuchpoweroveryouBhovungane



Yanda:girlsaretrash,Idon'twanttowastemytime

withthosesnakes.Ifyouboyswanttofallinlove

andsettlengiyanibongelabafethukodwa

ngiyazicelelangingangidonselikuloyomgodi(I'm

happyforyouguysbutpleasedon'tdragmeinto

thathole)

Ntsika:"lafaelakithi"hesaiddramatically,we

lookinguptoyouasrolemodelsnje(ournationwill

dielikethat)

Mnqobi:IwillmarryassoonasIcanfind

maBhengu

Ntsika:youguysareslow,Iwouldhaveturned

Kenvilleupsidedowntofindthem

Nkosa:someofusrespectboundaries



Ntwe:"thesameboundariesthatwillcostyouyour

girls,Nina"pointingbackandforthtoMnqobiand

Nkosa,"youarelettingtheteamdown"

Nka:seriouslyit'salmostayearforyouMnqobi

Ntwe:hemustadmit,heisintimidatedbythisgirl

Mnqobi:ayfokof

Nka:wenaNkosanahaveyousortedAmberout,

pleasedobeforebringingthatgirlinyourlife

Nkosa:"woahwoahbringingagirlintomylife?No

nonoIamnotlookingforarelationship,Ijustcare

forMasabathaandshelostherjobandgotarrested

becauseofAmber",theyallgasped.



Nka:sothepoorgirlwentthroughallofthatshit

becauseofAmber,andnihlelilaphonithuli,

kumnandiziyiparty(youguysarechilled,it'sallnice,

it'saparty)thepoorgirllivesinKenville,which

meansshe'sstrugglingtomakeendsmeet,you

needtofindher

Ntwe:Nkanyeziisright,weneedtomakesureyour

girlsarefine

Theybidfarewellandendedthecall.

***********

Wepackedourgoodsandclearedourtabletoday

hasbeenagreatday.

Sabatha:todayIamgoingtosleepinmyshacksis

ifyoudon'tmind,Ihavebeenthereforawhile.I



wanttogiveitagoodscrub,Iamsurethedusthas

layersbynow.

Futhi:makesureyoulockthedoorandput

somethingthingheavyafterwards.Wecanneverbe

toocarefulwiththesefilthymen,Ican'tbelievethey

triedbreakingintoyourroomandthenliethatyou

sleepingwiththemnx.Theyusedtodothesameto

mebutluckilyPhumlaniwastheretoprotectme.

Sabatha:Idon'tfeelsafeatallbutitisallIhave,I

justhavetomakeitwork.Thoseravisherswillnot

putmedown.

Futhi:youarewelcometosleepwithusanytime

Sabatha

Sabatha:IknowbutIneedtofacemyfearsalso



************

Masabatha

AsIapproachmyshackIseeamanseatedonthe

rocknexttomydoor,I'mpetrifiedinstantly,why

can'tthesemenleavemealoneheh?Igrabmybag

closetomeandliftmyheadupandwalkover.

Him:MasabathaIhavebeenlookingforyougosh,

wherehaveyoubeen?

Ohitshim,Iloosenupabit

Me:whyareyoulookingforme?

Him:Iwasworriedaboutyou



Me:why?Youdon'tevenknowme

Iunlockmydoor,pulledthechainandpushedthe

door,switchedonthelightsandenteredhehandhe

follows,Idon'trememberaskinghimtocomein.

Him:"Ambertoldmewhathappened"histonefilled

withsadness

Me:Ineedyouandyourcrazygirlfriendoutofmy

life.Doyouknowhowharditwasformetoeven

securethatjobNkosana?Nowit'sgone,pleasestay

awayfromme.

Nkosa:I'msorryIdidn'tknow,Iwillfixthis

Me:how?bygettingmyjobback?



Nkosa:nobutIwilltakecareofyouuntilyouget

anotherone

Me:arghyoumenarethesame,Iamnotyour

charitycaseNkosana

Nkosa:Ididn'tsayyouwere

Iopenedthewindows,Istarteddustingtheplaceup

totallyignoringhim,Idon'tevenknowwhathis

doinghere.Ichangedmybedding,Isweptyand

mop,silenceengulfedtheroomandIdon'tcare.I

startcookingonmytwoplatestove.

Me:"areyouinvitingyourselftodinner"Iaskedhim

asIrolledmyeyes.

Hejustignoredmemxm,hekickedoffhis

timberlandsandmadehimselfcomfortableonmy



bedheeh.Myplaceisreallyadogbox,everythingin

one,mybedroomandkitcheninoneplacebutit'sa

hometome.AsmyricecooksIboiltwokettle's,I

pourthewaterinabathbasinithenaddintwo

jugsofcoldwater,perfect.

Me:Iwanttobath

Nkosa:bath

Me:privacy

Nkosa:angiyindawo(I'mnotgoinganywhere)

Whatthehellmxm,Iwillnotbeterrorizedinmy

house,uzonya(hewillshithimself).Istarted

undressing,done,Igotthesoapandmyfacetowel

anddidmythings.Itookmybathwhilehumminga

songasusualwithnocareintheworld,Iam



flauntingmycelluliteangithihedidn'twanttogive

meprivacy.

Nkosa:damngirl

Me:heyfokofwena

Hekeptquiet,goodforhim.Ifinishedmyhygiene

process,I'mnowinmywornoutpyjamasandI

don'tevencare.Ihadmademychickenlivercurry

beforeIbathedandnowthericeisperfectlycooked.

Idishedforuswearenoweating….insilence.

Me:it'sgettinglate,whenaregoinghome?

Nkosa:thefoodisnice,thankyou

HestoodupIguesshefigureditoutbecausehe



placedtheplateinasmallbasinIusetowash

dishes.Hestartedtakingoffhisclothesandleft

onlyhistrunkhethenslidhimselfontomybed.

Aiboishesleepingover?maye

Me:areyousleepingover?

Nkosa:yes

Me:ohokay

Ipickeduphisclothesthatarescatteredonthe

floor,foldedthemnicelyintomytinywardrobe.I

joinedhimundertheblankets,thisiswierd.

IdontknowwhenwedriftedtosleepbutIwas

wokenbythedoorbangingandFuthiscreamingmy

name.Iwiggledmyselfoutofhisarmandrushedto

thedoorshesoundsshaken.AssoonasIopened



shechargedinpushingherkids.

Me:iseverythingalright?

Futhi:noMasabathahisback,hehadagunhewant

tokillmeandmykids.

Me:whothehelldoeshethinkheisnx

Nkosanawokeupalmostimmediately.Iasked

Futhiandthekidstogivehimamomenttoputhis

clothesbackon,theycomplied.Wearenow

standingoutside.

Futhi:I'msorrytodisturbyousisi

Me:nahwewerejustsleeping,that'sNkosana



Futhi:heissohandsome

Me:hehasacrazygirlfriend

Futhi:yethissleepingover

Me:pleasedon'tjudgeme,ididn'thavetosleep

withoneeyeopenforachange.

Futhi:mmmmh

Nkosanacameoutlikehewasthemanofthe

house.

Nkosa:nowwhowantedtokillyouandwhy

Futhi:it'saanotherdouchebagwhorapedmykids,

hebrokeintomyhouse.



Sabatha:hehasnoshame

Nkosa:youareallcomingwithmeNOW

Futhi:nowedon'twanttoimplicateyou,thisguyis

deranged

Nkosa:lockupMasabathawearegoing,Infact

packafewthingyouwon'tbebackforacoupleof

days

Me:"noNkosanayoucan'tjust"hecutmeshort

Nkosa:IWILLNOTREPEATMYSELFMASABATHA

HescoopedAmahleandmotionedSmisotofollow

him,afterafewminuteswewereallbytheroad



wherehehadparkedhiscar.Weallgotinandhe

droveoff.

**************

Nosisa

IknowtheywillcrucifymefordoingthisbutIhave

todoit,thismanwillkillme.ThelasttimeItriedto

escapehetrackedmedownwithinhoursandbeat

meintoapulp.ThistimearoundIamleavingand

leavinghischildrenbehind,IknowIamabad

motherbutdoyoublameme?Iwantnothingthat

connectsmetothislunatic.Hekeepstellingme

howbetterMbaliisthanmebutIgetbeatenand

rapedbecauseofhershortcomings,Ihateher

whoeversheis.Herecomesuhlanyanx,sometimes

IhavetopretendtobeNtshantshamborhaaaaa

Thami:myflowerImadeyoubreakfast



Me:"thankyouJola"Irollmyeyes

JustsoyouknowheisdoingallthisforMbali,that

iswhathissickheadistellinghimandIneedto

playalongtosavemylife.Iamwaitingforhimto

dashoutsoIcanputsomesleepingpillsinhis

drinksandIamoutofhere.

Thami:"Ntshantshambolamidon'tworryIwillfetch

ourtwinsandbringthemhome,theymustbe

sufferingwithout",Inod

Uphambenegqithi(hisreallycrazy)Ifeelsorryfor

whoeverwillhavetheirchildrenkidnapped,Itried

talkingtohisparentsbutIendupbeinglabeledas

theretard.Thismanforcedmetoabortmychild

becausehiswifegavebirthtotwins.Icannotdo

thisanymore,Iamtooyoungforthis.



**************

Masabatha

Thecarcomestoahaltinfrontofthisbeautiful

houseinaquietneighborhoodinDurbanNorth.He

pressedhisremoteandthegateopenswide,he

droveinandmotionedforustojumpoutofthecar.

HescoopedsleepingAmahleandwalkedoverto

thedoor.

Me:Nkosanait's2am,youcan'tbewakingpeople

up

Nkosa:don'tworryyouwillbesafehere

Heopensthedoorandweallwalkinbutthena

coupleswalkdownthestairs,theymustbe

Nkosana'sparentsyoucannotmissthe



resemblanceespeciallythefather.

Nkosa:ma,babasorrytowakeyouup

Nkosi:whatisgoingonBhovungane?

Nkosa:wewilltalkshortlybutit'scodered

Ntombi:youarewelcomed,letmepreparerooms

forthekids

Shedissappearedintothehallway.Weallstood

thereinsilenceuntilthefatherofferedusaseat.

Nkosanafollowedhismotherwiththekidsand

camebackafterafewminutes.

Futhi:thankyousomuch



Ntombi:it'sapleasurebabythisisyourhome.

Nkosi:whathappened?

Nkosa:somepunkrapedthekids.

Nkosi:"WHAAAT"themothergasped

Futhi:it'sbeenawhileandheisstillroamingthe

streets,hebrokeintomyhouseandthreatenedme

andthekidswithagunshouldIcontinuewiththe

case

Ntombi:Nkosenyeyoumustdosomething,he

needstopay

Nkosi:hewill



Nkosa:mom,dadthisisMasabathaNdlovuand

thisisNtombifuthi,umaBhengu

Ntombi:really?FinallyImeetyougirls,again

welcome.Myson'shavegoodtastePhelabeauty

liveshere

Nkosi:bafunzemina(justliketheirdad)

Theybothlaughleavingusconfused,whatarethey

onabout.

Nkosa:"enoughnow,Iwilltakethemtobafo

tomorrowforobviousreasons"hesaidthislooking

atFuthi

Ntombi:that'sfinebutleavethechildrenwithme,I

willkeepthemcompanyyouknowyourbrothers

placehavenoyardnoraplayroom



Futhi:Iwantmychildrentobewithme

Ntombi:don'tworrydarlingtheyaresafehere,let

themstayandbondwithotherkids,seethisasa

distractionplusyoutwowillbeveryverybusy

Me:"Idon'tunderstand"Iwastiredofbeing

confused

Themothernarrowedhereyesgoingbackandforth

betweenmeandNkosana,waitdoesshethink

we…no

Me:"nomaI'mnothisgirlfriend"Isaidshylyhoping

theyareconvincedbecausetheywayI'mblushing

issendingmixedmessages

Nkosi:ohbutyouwillbe



Ntombi:verysoon

Igiggledsarcastically,Idon'tknowwhattheyon

about.

Nkosa:"thanksfolkspleasegotobedbeforeyou

embarrassme.letmeshowyoutoyourrooms"

motioningustofollowhim.

HedirectedFuthitoaroomnexttowherethekids

aresleeping,Imustsaythishouseishugeand

homey.Heaskedmetofollowhim,wehalted

infrontofaroominthefarend,heopenedand

stretchedhishandformetogoin.Theroomwas

bigandverymanlywhenIsawthecollectionof

TimberlandsIknewthiswashisroom.

Me:whereamIgoingtosleep?



Nkosa:herewithmesoqhubekalasigcinekhona

(wewillpickupwhereweleft)

Me:ohOK

Nkosa:youcangetashirtinmyclosetoryoucan

sleepnaked,it'suptoyoureally

Me:Iwillgettheshirt

NkosanaismakingmefeelthingsthatIcannot

explainJereva….
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Nkosana

Thisispurebliss,wakingupnexttoherIcouldget

usedtothis.Ilovehowsheissocomfortableinmy

presence,sheisjustherself.AllthegirlsIhavemet

trysohardtoimpressmeandthatisjustaturnoff,

Iwanttofallinlovewiththerealyounotsomething

youwhippedtogethertowoome,nahfamI'mnot

aboutthatlife.OntheotherhandIneedtophone

Mnqobi,hewillbeelatedbythenewsIhaveforhim.

WellijustknewthatitwashisMabhenguwhenI

sawherlastnight.Ntsikamanagedtogetpictures

ofherwhenshewentawolonmybrother.



I'msendinghimatextthatIamcomingforhiskeys,

Iwanttosuprisehim.Heshouldbeheadingtowork

now.Iheadintothebathroomforaquickshower,

I'mdoneandreadytogobutthenmyeyesrevert

backtothegemsleepingpeacefullyonmybed,I

snapafewpicturesofher.

MasabathaNdlovuwhatjujunathisbe?Youhavea

methinkingofsettlingdownasap,damngirl.Ipeck

herforeheadsheshiftsabitbutdozebacktosleep.

Ifoundmyfamilygatheredaroundforbreakfast,I

peckmom,NkosazaneandBuhleandfistpumpthe

rest.

Me:shouldIwakethemup?Ilooktomom

Ntombi:noboyboyletthemrest,Iwillmaketheirs

whentheygetup,theremustbeexhausted.



Me:"yeah,I'mgoingtofetchMnqobi’skeysIwant

tosurprisehim"theyalllookexcited

Zane:I'mjustgladIhaveafternoonclasses,Ican't

waittomeetthem

Me:don'tscarethemaway

Zane:Ipromise

Nkosi:Bhovunganesheistheone,ifyouand

MnqobifailhereIwillwashmyhands

Ntombi:Iagree,theyarebeautifulinsideout.They

fitperfectlyintoourfamily

Me:ifonlyyouknowudelelakanjaniuMasabatha(if

onlyyouknewhowrudeMasabathacanbe)



Ntombi:velephelaasibafuniotamatisi(good,we

don'twantweaklings)

Me:"shetoldmetofokofyesterdayandshelosther

job,gotarrestedforbeatingAmber",theyburstout

inlaughter

Nkosi:Ilikeheralot

Ntombi:markingherterritoryIsee

Zane:"whydidshesayfokof?"shenarrowedher

eyesatme

Me:wellIcan'texactlysharethatinfrontofthekids

Ntombi:pleaserespectherandherbodyNkosana



Me:"mommomstopI'mnotdoingthiswithyou"I

chuckled"andyesIrespectheralot".

Nkosi:"showherthatyouareaHlase,Markyour

territory"

Momsmackdadonhisshoulder.

Nkosi:what?UfunaInganezamizisalezincela

isthuphasebehambileomaNdlovunomaBhengu

(youwantmyboystobeleftsuckingtheirthumbs

whentheysnatchoMaNdlovuandMabhenguaway

No)

Ntombi:nothat'snotwhatI'msayingbutIdidn't

raiseboorsassons,butgentlemen

Nkosi'andthat'swhattheyare



Me:I'mout…Bye

Zane:"runniggarun"sheburstedoutlaughing

Me:mxm

IdrovetoMnqobi’sofficeandfetchedthekeysafter

lyingthroughmyteeth,damnheaskssomuch

questionshisdefinitelyintherightlineofwork,

anywayIwilldogroceryshoppingfirstthenpick

themup.Icouldleavethemathomebutyouknow

howmymomis,shewillbeembarrassinguscalling

themomakotibeforewecouldevendatethem.I

wantthemtobefreeandcomfortable.I'mhereat

PicknPayHyperbySeawithafulltrolley,IhopeI

boughteverythingtheywouldneed.Momcansort

outthekidsshelovesdoingthat.

IseeNkosazane'snameflashesonmyscreenas



myphonevibrates.

Me:mylove

Zane:IseeamobandafireNkosapleasemake

suretheyhavealltheirimportantdocuments

somethingisnotright

Me:shitOK,areyoustillathome?

Zane:yesbutI'mleavinginaminute

Me:tellthemtogetreadyIamcomingtofetch

themnow

Zane:alright,theyareverysweetIlikethem

Me:yeayeawhatever



Zane:hurrynowbighead

Shehungup,IdialedMnqobi

Mnqobi:Igaveyouthekeysusufunanimanje?

(whatdoyouwantnow?)

Me:lookbafoIwantedtosurpriseyoubutIdon't

havetime,lookIfoundMabhenguandMasabatha

theyareactuallyclosefriends.

Mnqobi:what?

Me:IwillexplainlaterbutIneedyouguystofollow

metoKenville,theyareindanger

Mnqobi:ohhellno,Iwillbethereinfive,youcarry



onIwillalerttherest

Me:sharpbafo

Ihungupandspedhome

Ifoundthemwaitinganxiouslyoutside,Igotout

andgavethemhugsandpecksontheirforehead

justtoassurethemthatwewillsortthisout,Iopen

thedoorsforthemanddroveoff.Icouldsee

MasabathabitinghernailsnervouslyandFuthi

tappingherrighthandonherthighclearlyuneasy.

Me:"don'tworrynothingwillhappentoyou"I

reassuredthem"theynodded

Futhi:doyouthinkhewillbethere?



Me:evensohewon'ttouchyoudon'tworrymy

brothersareontheway

Sabatha:NkoI'msorrywedraggingyouintothis

Me:"youaremyprioritynow,Iwillprotectyou

dynmite"shenodded

Wearriveafter5minutes,westayedinthecar

waitingformybrothersbecausehonestlyIdont

knowwhatawaitsus.Theyallpulloverbehindme,I

askedthemtojumpoutasIquicklygrabbedmy

gunoutthesecretplaceundermyseat.Ifollowed

shortly.

IsawYanda,NtweandLangawalkingourway

lookingconfidentasfuckIexhaledandmetthem

halfway.Mnqobicamerunningtowardsusasifhis

beingchasedbylions.Hewasstillinhisformal

pantsandacrispwhatshirtlookingalittleruffled.



Mnqobi:whereisshe?.

Me:hellotoyoutoo

Mnqobi:uphiuMaBhenguNkosana?(whereis

MabhenguNkosana)

Me:theywaitingbymycarlet'sgo

Theyallfollowedme,assoonasFuthisawMnqobi

shegaspedandbrokedown,shedidthe

unthinkableshechargedtowardshimandfellinto

hisarmssobbingandIjustknewthattheywere

meanttobe

Mnqobi:it'sokayI'mherenow,noonewilleverhurt

youagain,IhavebeenlookingforyouFuthi



Futhi:mylifejustdetoriatedinaflash,Ididn'twant

youtoseemelikethis

Mnqobi:shhhit'sokayI'mgladIfoundyou

Me:"let'sgo"IhadMasabatha'shandinmineaswe

madeourwaydeepintothecommunity.

Theeyesandthegossipasweapproached

Masabatha'sshackwasvisibleandIdidn'tcare.

Shegotinandpackedasuitcaseandallher

valuebles.WewenttoFuthi'sshackandshedidthe

sameaswewereabouttoleaveamobhad

gatheredaroundusscreamingandcursingatus.

Myheartwasbeatingoutofmyribcagewewere

definitelyoutnumberedbutwearethe"Bizniz"we

willconquer.

ThemobwasaccusingFuthiforfabricatinglies



againstMandlaasacoverofherdirtydeeds,

MamkhizetoldthemthatFuthisoldherkidsto

drunkardsforextracashasshewaspoor.They

wentasfarastosayshe'saprostitutewhotriedto

trapPhumlaniwithachildbuthewascleverand

ranbeforeitwastoolate.Futhiwasnowsobbing

andIcouldseethebeastawakeninginMnqobi.

NexttheymovedtoMasabathacallingheraharlot

whosleepsaroundwithmarriedmenandpeople's

boyfriends,theycategorizedheraboutherHIVand

AIDSstatusbutmygirlwasnotmoved,shewas

spittingvenom

Sabatha:ifyoucouldkeepyourmenfromsneaking

outofyourhousestotryandbreakinintomyhouse

andthenaccusemeofthingsbecauseIdenied

everysingleoneofthem,youareallpathetic.

Mob:"let'sbeatthemupandburntheirshacks"they

allagreed.



Itwaschaosthewholecommunitywasnow

gatheringaroundus,wehadtogetoutofhereand

quick,Ntwegaveusasignalweallpulledoutour

gunsandshotintheairtheyallscatteredrunningin

differentdirectionsweusedthatasadiversionto

runbacktoourcarsinaflash,thegunshotswill

onlykeepthemawayforashortwhile.Mobsarea

dangeroustheycouldeasilystoneourcarsorbetter

stillburnthemaswerunoutofbulletsbecause

theyaremany.WebreatheoutasweenterNandi

drive"phew"thatwasclose.

************

ChiefBhekimuzi

ThekingdomissurroundedbydarknessIdon't

evenknowwhattodo,Ihavedoneeverythingto

appeasetheancestorsbutnothing,Gwadlela



blamestheprincessforrunningaway.Idon'twhy

wouldNandidefilemelikethis,it'sonlyamatterof

timebeforewefindherandmarryherofftothe

Nkomo'sasplanned.MinenhleraisedherwellI

don'tknowwherethisbehavioriscomingfrom,she

evenwentasfarasstealingfrommeaithischild.

Me:Lwandletodayisthemeetingforthewomen

societyandasthechieftessyouhavetoattend

Lwandle:angiyilaphothatisyourlatewife'sstyle

notmine

Me:itsnotastyleit'sadutythatcomeswithbeing

achieftessLwandle

Lwandle:fineIwillgo

Me:haveyoutakenapregnancytestyet,wearenot



gettinganyyoungerLwandleifyoudon'tget

pregnant,theywillpassonthischieftancyto

anotherfamily

Lwandle:it'snotmyfaultyoushootingblanksand

thatyourchildranaway.

Me:yaziMinenhlewassohumbleandrespectfulI

don'tknowwhatIeversawinyou

Lwandle:howwillyouseemewhenyoukeep

comparingmetoyourcharcoallatewifeheh?

Me:LWANDLEI'MWARNINGYOU

Istormedoutthehousetothegarden,Ireallymiss

mywifeIdon'tevenknowhowIgothere.Cometo

thinkofitGwadlelahasn'tdeliveredanymessages

fromthegodsforawhilenow,andthatisodditis



asiftheancestorshaveturnedtheirbacksonus.

Didwemakethemangrybuthow?

**************

Attheshrine

Gwadlela:yazimyloveIthinksomethingiswrong

withmyabilities,Ihaven'tcommunicatedwiththe

godsforawhilenowandI'mscaredtotellthechief

thatIamasgoodasuseless.

Her:there'snothingwrongmylovejustfakeittill

youmakeit

Gwadlela:comeonyouknowhowitis,youworked

atthePalacebefore



Her:whichiswhyI'madvisingyoutofakeittillyou

makeitortheywillstripyouoffyourtitleasthe

chiefpriest.Wewouldn'twantthatwouldwe

Gwadlela:nowecan'taffordthat

Her:"thenyouneedtogivethistothechief"she

handstohimabottle

Gwadlela:whatisthisStella?

Stella:somethingtogetthechiefofyourback,you

willberunningthingsinthebackground.Thiswill

giveustimetotracktheprincessdownandbring

herback

Gwadlela:aren'tyouhappythatyourdaughteris

sittingonthethrone,Ithoughtthatiswhatyou

wanted



Stella:truebutNandihastomarryintotheNkomo

familyinorderformygrandsontotakeovermuntu

wami,haveyouforgotten?

Gwadlela:chabutthatoneisgoingtobehard

Stella:Ihaveyouinmycornerhowhardcanitbe
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Nandi

Icanspothimsittinginthecornerwithagroupof

friends.Ihaveestablishedanimageformyself

aroundhereandIaimtomaintainit,sotonightI'm

goinghomewithhim.Hekeepsstealingglancesat

me,it'snotmyfaultIamquiteacatch.Stillskinny

andtinyasplitimageofmymother.Iswaymytiny

hipsandgrindonthedancefloorasifI'mtheonly

oneinthisclub.IamfreeknowingthatI'moutof

theradiusandthosewitcheswon'tevensmellme.

Heisnowstaringatmeashegulpshisdrinkinone

goandthatboostmyconfidentupanotch,because

Iamshakingwhatmymamagavemetolurehimto

makeamove.IknowtheytoldustoFOCUSbutno

ngiyintombiyomzulungifunaukushelwa(Iama



Zulugirlwholovestobecourted)ElPilarisnotyour

randomguyheisindemand,allthewomenwanta

pieceofhimbutnotforlongbecausedaddyis

goinghomewithme.

Myheartisbeatingoutofmyribcagewhenhe

headsmyway.Heislookingdapperinthosejeans

andcombatboot,IseehisMexicanfriendsnudging

eachotherandIdon'tcaretheycanjudgemeall

theywant.Iamagirlonamission,Ineedtosurvive.

ElPilar:hey

Me:heyyourself

ElPilar:thenameisElPilar

Me:Iknowallaboutyou



ElPilar:Oh

Me:youdatedmyfriendKim

ElPilar:"OhKim?Howisshe"hesaidlooking

uncertain

Me:youhavenocluewhoI'mtalkingaboutdoyou?

ElPilar:"noclue"hegentlygrabsmebymywaist

andwestartdancingseductively

Me:youquitethedouchebagaren'tyou

ElPilar:guiltyaschargedbutIdon'twanttotalk

aboutthatrightnow

Me:wanttogetoutofhere?



ElPilar:myplaceoryourplace?

Me:"myplace"

Iheldhishandandledhimouttheclub,Icouldsee

himbitinghislowerlipandIknewI'mintrouble

tonightanditisexactlywhatIneed.

Inacoupleofminuteswearrivedatmyplace,we

didn'tevenwaittogetintothebedroom.Hewanted

measmuchasIwantedhim.(Removed)

ElPilar:youchangedthebed?

Me:"yeahIchangeitoftenI'mOCD(obsessive

compulsivedisorder)Ilikecertainthingstobeso"

henodded



ElPilar:IwishIcouldstayandcuddlebutIneedto

go

Me:noneedforcuddles,yougoon

ElPilar:areyouoncontraceptives?I'musuallyvery

carefulI'msorryIdidn'tthinkaboutCondomsit's

justthatyouweredrivingmecrazy

Me:don'tworryIhaveanimplantandIwilltake

morningafterpillsaslongasyouareclean

ElPilar:I'mcleannodoubt

Me:awesome,itwasdevinethankyou

ElPilar:"bestIeverhad"hewalkovertothedoor



andturnonelasttime"I'mnotreadytobeafather

asyoucanseeI'mstillyoungsopleasetakecareof

that"

Me:samehere

Heleft,justlikethatheleftwithapartofmeIcan

nevergetbackbutmymissioniscompleteI'm

deemeduselesstothosewitchesandthekingdoms,

noprincewillwanttomarryaprincessthatisnot

pure.IamfreebutIwishhestayedandcuddledme,

hedidn'tevenaskmeformynumberoraskofmy

name.Justmaybeitbestthisway.NandiMeagan

Zuluisawomannow.

***********

Nkosazane



AmIweaktothinkofhimeveryday,Iwearthe

sweatshirtalmosteveryday,yestheoneheleftme

withfromthepier,thatfatefuldayhetoldmehis

choosingsuccessoverus.Iblockedhimallover

socialmediabutcreatedaliasaccountssoIcould

stalkhim,hedoesn'tknowitsmemypridewouldn't

letme.Iseehistaggedinpictureofhimdancing

withthisgirlinsomeclub,veryverycosy.Helooks

happy,happywithoutme.

ItrieddatingbuttheyjustnotNkanyezi,Ihavebeen

withthreeguysalreadybuttheyarenotcuttingit.

I'msittinginmyfavoritespot,yesbythepond

listeningtomusicwhenIfeelataponmyshoulder.

Itookoffmyearphonesangrilly

Me:"yes"Isaidwithatonefilledwithannoyance

Him:Iboughtlunchformeandgirlfriend,wellex

girlfriendnowandit'salotcanIsharewithyou



Me:"Ohsorry,whathappened?",Isaidconcerned,

shamepoorguy

Him:Iwilltellyouifyouagreetoeattheseburgers

withme

Me:isthereMayoandchillisauceinthem?

Him:"awholelot"hechuckles

Me:countmein

Him:"thankyou"hesatnexttomeenthusiastically

Me:"I'mallears"asItakeahugebiteonmyburger



Him:I'mJasonSmit

Me:NkosazaneKhoza

Him:wowyournamesoundsbeautiful,whatdoesit

mean?

Me:itmeansprincess

Him:"it'sperfectforyou"hestaresatmefora

minutebeforesnappingoutofit.Wellshedumped

meforanotherguywhomakesherhappy

Me:"didsheatleasttellyouwhatyoudidwrong?"

heshookhisheadno,don'tmindher.

Irubbedhisbackandhavehimahug.Heexhale

andturnedtofaceme.



Him:IreallygaveitmyallheyIguessIwillneverbe

enough

Me:don'tyoudaredothattoyourself,somepeople

areungratefulandselfish,sheshouldn'thave

stringedyoualonglikethat.

Him:butIstillloveher,ithurts

Me:itwon'tgoawaythateasily,myboyfriendleft

forEnglandit'salmostayearnowandmyheart

stillbeatsforhim

Him:hisdumb

Me:totally



Him:youwanttohangout?

Me:sure

Weexchangednumbersandheleft.Langasatnext

tomeshortlyafterJason'sdeparture.

Langa:whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?

Me:mindyourownbusinessLanga,shouldntyou

bevisitingyourgirlfriendinprison?

Langa:whyareyousomadNkosazane,youarethe

onewhoispushinghimaway

Me:heleftme,hefuckingleftmecanyouallstop

pesteringme.LEAVEMEALONE



Langa:stayawayfromthatwhiteboyorhistime

won'tbepleasantinthisuniversity

Istoodupandstormedaway,hescreamedloud

enoughsoIcouldhearhim

Langa:ImeanitZane

Me:"Fuckyou"Ishowedhimthemiddlefinger.

**********

Ntwenhle

IthanktheLordforalotofthingsinlifebutformy

wifeandchildrenngibongaangiphezi(Ican'tthank

Youenough).NtandoandNtandokaziarethe

namesweunanimouslyagreedon,becausethey



areourfavoritething.IcanseealittlebitofEnhle

andmetalkaboutaperfectmix.Iworkfromhome

mostofthetimebecauseIcannotbringmyselfto

hiresomeonetolookafterthem,whenitcomesto

myfamilyIdon'ttrustthateasily.Iftheyarenot

withourfamilythenit'smeorEnhleperiod.

I'mshoppingaroundforahouseasasuprisefor

Enhle,ourfamilyisgrowingandthisplaceisgetting

smaller.IphonedafewagenciesandI'mbookedto

viewafewhousesinDurbanNorth,Iknowhow

muchshelovesitthere.Thegatebuzzergoesoff.

Me:hello

Voice:hiNtwenhle,it'sSamke

Me:howcanIhelpyou?



Samke:weneedtotalkit'surgent

Me:Ican'tSamke,kunconoufikekukhonaumkami

uzobuyango5kusihlwa(itbetteryoucomeback

whenmywifeishome,shewillbebackby5pm)

Samke:areyousure?

Me:100%

Samke:don'tyouwanttohearmeoutfirstthen

decideifyouwantEnhletoknowaboutthis

Me:finecomein

Iexhaleandopenthegate,afterafewminutesshe

walksinwithababyboy…Shit



Samke:hisyoursNtwenhle,his2yearsold

Me:nononoSamkewhynowheh,

Samke:IthoughtIcoulddoitonmyownbutI'm

failingnowplusyouwerealloveryournewgirl

Me:buthow?Wealwaysusedprotectionandyou

saidyouwereoncontraceptives

Samke:Iwasbutthesethingshappen,wedidhave

afewincidentsofcondombusting

Icouldhearthetwinscryingandrantotheirnursery,

Ichangedthemandbroughtthemtothelounge

whereweweresitting.Iplacethemintheir

carriages,Itakeamomenttolookattheboy.My

headjuststartspinning,Idon'tknowwhattodo,

Enhleisgoingtokillme,screwthisI'mphoningher.



Enhle:muntuwami

Me:pleasecomehomeit'surgent

Enhle:iseverythingalright?

Me:comehomeIwillexplaineverything
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[unedited]

IcanhearhercarpullingupthedrivewayandIam

sweatingforthefirsttimeIamfrightenedofhow

shemightreact.IlovemywifesomuchIresent

anythingthatwillhurtherandit'sunfortunatethat

it'smysupposedson.Shewalksinandstopather

trackswhensheseesSamke.Iwalkeduptoher

quicklypullherintomyembraceandkissher,my

heartisbeatingoutofmyribcage.Samkekeeps

givingmywifedirtylooks,shebetterstayinher

laneotherwiseshewillseethedoor.

Igetherbag,shesanitizeherhandsandhead

straighttoourbeautifulbabiestheymakesounds

ofexcitementatthesightoftheirmother,it's

pricelessifyouaskme.Shetaketurnsintocarrying



themandwhensheissatisfiedsheplacedthem

backtothecarriageandonlynowshe

acknowledgesSamkebygreetingher.

Enhle:Sawubonasisi(hello)

Samke:Sawubonanawe(hellotoyoutoo)

Enhle:"hasSengwayoofferedyouanythingtoeat?"

sheglaresatme,Ifidgetuncomfortably

Samke:"no"sherollhereyes

Enhlestoodupanddissappearedintothekitchen.I

glareatSamke

Me:"youbettercutthatstinkyattitudeyouhave

goingonthere"Ipointatherwithmyfinger,"thisis



Mbalenhle'shouse"shejustlooksatmemxm

Enhlecamebackwithsandwichesandjuicetheboy

digsinstraightaway.

Enhle:"whyamIhere",sheaskedbluntly

Me:"Samkesaysthisismyson"Ifumble

Samke:vele

Enhle:ohreally,what'shisname?

Samke:Enzokuhle

Me:Ididn'tcheatonyoumaHlasengifunaoZungu

bephelele(Iswear)musthavebeenbeforeyouand

thecondombust



Enhle:"enoughwiththegorydetailsGwabini"he

peckedmylips"calmdown"

Samke:"what,youdon'twanttohearhowwellIride

thathugedick?"Shelickedherbottomlip

Enhle:usedtoodarling,usedtooandwhenyouare

doneeatingpleasetakeyoursonandgo

Samke:don'tbepettyitdoesn'tsuityou,he

deservesarelationshipwithhisfather

Enhle:truethentakehimtohisdad,thatchildisnot

myhusbands

Withthatshestooduphuggedthelittleboy,ruffled

hishairandthenpushedthedoublecarriageand

dissappearedintothenursery.



**********

Mbalenhle

Imusthaveabigsignwrittenfoolonmyforehead,

everyonewitheyescanseethatchildisnot

Ntwenhle's.IknowforafactthatSamkewould

neverhavewaitedthislongtointroducehimshe

wouldhavefloatedinmyface.Idigintothetwins

drawsandluckyformeIfindaclearpacket,Istash

thethehairstrandsImanagedtogetfromthelittle

boywithoutraisingsuspicion.Iwillsendthistothe

labafterItryandgetsomesortofDNAfrom

Ntwenhle.

Iputthetwinstosleepandupstairsandoutthe

plasticbaginmyhandbagsoIdon'tforget,Ican

feelhispresenceoverwhelmstheroom.



Me:aretheygone?

Ntwe:yes

Me:goodI'mgoingtostartwithdinner

Ntwe:Ididn'texpectyoutoreactthewayyoudid,it

wasuncalledfor.YouknowIwillnotturnmyback

onmyblood,YOUKNOWIT

Me:hisnotyourbloodNtwenhle

Ntwe:andhowdoyouknowthat?Heh?

Me:hedoesn'tevenlooklikeyou

Ntwe:notallchildrenlookliketheirfathers,youa

doctoryoushouldknowthat



Iwalkedawayfromhim,hislookingforafightandI

amnotgoingtogivehimthatsatisfaction.Ihead

towardsthekitchenandstartchoppingvegetables,

hisherearghhecanbesoannoyingsometimes.

Me:GwabiniwamiIamnotinthemoodokay

Ntwe:ignoringthiswon'tmakeitgoaway

Me:andyoudon'tthinkIknowthat?

Ntwe:thenlet'stalk

Me:okay,khulumake

Ntwe:Iwillbeinmysonslife,Iwantustobeinhis

lifesomkamiI'mpleadingwithyoutosupport,



ngiyakucela(please)

Me:hisnotyours

Ntwe:STOPITWITHTHISNONSENSEENHLE,you

don'tknowthatforsure

Me:Iwanttogohomeforawhile

Ifeeltearsbuildingup,isitwrongformenotto

wanthimtohis.IfheisthenIwillfeelhorriblefor

thewayIconductingmyself,everychilddeservesto

beapartintheirparentslifeinmycaseIwillhave

nochoicebuttoaccepthim.Thepaincutsdeepto

knowthatthere'sapossibilitythatIdidn'tgive

Ntwenhlehisfirstchildren.Ineedtogetway

becausemyselfishsideisdominatingrightnow

anditwillpisshimoff.



Ntwe:awuyindawoEnhle,youwillstayhereuntil

wesolvethis(youarenotgoinganywhere)

Me:"howaboutwedoaDNAandthentakeitfrom

there"mytearskeepflowing,myvoiceisbreaking,

hedoesn'tgetit,Ineedtogohometocollectmyself

Ntwe:Samkehasalreadyscheduledan

appointmentforthepaternity

Me:"oh"shehasitallfiguredout

Ntwe:shehasnothingtohideortogainhereEnhle,

don'tyousee

Me:"I'msorry"itcameoutaswhisper

Ileavetheknifeandthevegetablesonthecounter



andstormedtotheroomandIlocked.Ithrow

myselfinthebedandletitallout.Thisisdefinitely

nothowIimaginedmylifewithNtwenhlewouldbe,

Iknowpeoplewilljudgeandcrucifyme.It'sjusta

child,yourhusbandbloodruninhisveins.You

won'tunderstandituntilyouaregoingthroughit,

seeingyourhusbandeyeslightupwithexcitement

justbythethoughtofhavinganolderson.WillI

accepthim,willIresenthimtothepointofabuse?

I'mscaredofalotofthings.

Ihearaknockonthedoor,Iignorehimnxhejust

hadtofuckSamketillcondomsbustbloodybastard.

Heexpectmetobefinewiththis?Justlikethat?Did

youseethewaySamkewaslookingatme.

Ntwe:pleaseopenthedoor,ijustwanttoholdyou

Me:givemespaceplease



Ntwe:butyouarecrying

Me:whatdoexpectheh?Ithurtsokay

Ntwe:I'msorry

Iopenthedoorforhim,hepulledmeintohis

embrace,hekissedthetopofmyheadcontinously

Ntwe:I'msorry

*************

Yanda

It'sbeenafrikkinhourwaitingforherifshedidn't

wanttocomesheshouldhavetoldmemxm.After

LondekaIdon'thavetimetonursewomen's



feelings,theywilllureyouintotheiremotionsand

thenhurtyouwhentheyaredonetheytrampleall

overyou.Oncefooledtwiceshy,Idon'teversee

myselfinarelationshipsothisisme.

Nosisaisunhappilymarriedsowegettogetherand

lickeachotherwounds,webloweachother'ssteam

andgoourseparatedirections.Myphonebeeps,

she'shere.Iopenthedoorforher.

Me:"whattooksolong?"Isaidfustrated

Nosisa:IammarriedLiyandayoucan'texpectme

tobehereonthedot

Me:sorryitjustthatIhatewaitingforyou

Nosisa:don'tboremewiththatnonsense,Ineeda

drink



Me:helpyourselfyouknowwhereeverythingis

Shedropsherbagonthecouchandheadtothe

kitchen.Idon'thavetimetonurseheremotional

state,Iwantagoodatimeandthat'sit.

Nosisa:canIsleepovertonight?

Me:hellno,thatgoeswithoutsaying

Nosisa:onedayI'mgoingtokillthatmanwhocalls

himselfmyhusband

Me:"whydon'tyoujustleavehimifyouareso

unhappy"Irollmyeyes

Nosisa:forwho?Foryou?



Me:ohpleaseyounotmytypeNosisaandI'mnot

lookingforanything

Nosisa:"yetyouscreamlikeababywhenI'mriding

thatpipe",shegrins

Me:"Phelayougotgoodstuffinbetweenthose

thighs"Ismirk

Nosisa:whohurtyou?

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

Nosisa:healandmoveon

Me:mindyourownbusinessNosisa,lookatyou

tellingmetohealwhycan'tyoufixyourhousegirlie?



Nosisa:stopthat

Me:Ilikeitbetterwhenyoudoingthingstome,not

yappingovertime

Shegulpedherdrinkinonego,droppedhercoaton

thefloorrevealingherredlingerieandIgrinlikea

baby

Me:hellyeah

Nosisa:Iwantyoutomakemeforgeteverything

Liyanda

Me:"ngifunaungivuleleyonkeyezwa?"(Iwantyou

toopenitallformeOK?),shenoddedbitingher

lowerlip.



**************

Nandi

ImanagedtoenrollmyselfattheNewYorkMedical

CollegeIwanttobeaNeurologist.Ihavea1

bedroomapartmentandasecondhandcar,soyou

cansayIamwellestablished,themoneyissitting

farinmybankaccountbecauseIusemysalary

thatugetfromMcDonald's,it'sadecentjobherein

America.IwanttopushhardtomakeitsoIdon't

everhaveareasontohibackhome.Ihavebeen

gettingdreamsofBandiletryingtosleepwithme

buteverytimeIlethiminanoldmanandwomen

appearswithawhoopandbeattheshitoutofhim.

AllIknowisthatheistryingtobewitchme

whereverheiswithhismotherbutfailingdismally.

Ontheotherhandschoolandworkkeepsmebusy



butthenmyminddriftsofftoElPilar"phew"I

shouldn'thavedoneitwithhimbecauseIcannever

havehimandhisallIthinkabout.Iknowyouwill

crucifymeforthisbutI'mstandinginfrontofhis

door,I'msorryfordissapointingyoubutthisiswho

myheartwants.Iknock,heopenshirtlesswithjust

shortsIswallowandthereitisthatintoxicating

scenthealwayssmellsonice.

ElPilar:Diamante!Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:I'msorryI…gotyouraddressfrommyfriend

ElPilar:"okay",hepausedlookingratherconfused

Me:"uhmI,doyouwanttohangout"myvoice

breaks,shitthesetears

ElPilar:"heyheyhey"hepulledmeinhisembrace,



don'tcryplease

Agirlwearingclosetonothingcomestothedoor

lookingratherpissed.

Her:El?What'sthis?Istayburiedinhisbarechest

andI'mnotmoving

ElPilar:"lookAlexIwillcallyousomeothertime

okay,I'msorry"hesayswithdesperation

AlexdissappearedinsidetogetherbagIpresume

andyesshenowhasherbag,shestormsout

furious.Idon'tcareIneedhimmorerightnow.

ElPilar:"comeinside""hegentlypullsmeinside,I

letoutabreathIdidn'tknowIwasholding.



Me:I'msorrytoshowupunannounced,Idon'thave

anywheretogo

ElPilar:iseverythingalright?

Me:"NoIjustmissmymom,Ifeelsoaloneinthis

world,it'smeagainsttheworldandI'mbarely

coping",asoftsobescapedmymouth.

ElPilar:I'msorryDiamante,everythingwillbe

alright

Me:canIsleepover?Ifit'snottoomuchtoask

ElPilar:yeahIdon'tmind

***********



Masabatha

Mybodyisshockedbyallthisluxuryit'sexposed

too,evenFuthitoldmethesamething,it'sapity

becauseonceeverythingisoverwewillhavetogo

backtoourbedswithsqueakyspringsupportedby

bricksunderneath.WeweredrivenbytheKhoza

driverMiketogocheckupinthekids,theywere

havingthetimesoftheirlives.Wearebackat

Mnqobi’sapartmentandmadamFuthiiscooking

apparentlyMnqobiloveshercooking,thathaFuthi.

SheusetonarratestoriesaboutMrMnqobi

Mpungosewhoswepthimawaybutlosthim

throughproblemssheencounteredatheroldjob

butuNkulunkuluemuhlenjalo(Godisgoodallthe

time)theyfoundtheirwaybacktoeachother.His

hereIgetalittleexcitedIcansmellhimbeforeI

couldseehim.

Nkosa:DynamitehowareyouNtombenhle



Me:I'mgoodandyou

Nkosa:"I'mgood,canIhaveawordwithyouinthe

room?"Inod

Welleversincethatfatefulnightwehavebeen

sleepingtogether,hehasn'tsaidanythingabout

feelings.IknowIfeelsomethingstrongforhimbut

hemustcourtmeanginziwanjenjalo(youcan'tdo

thattome)Ifollowhimtotheroom,helocksthe

doorbehindme.

Nkosa:Iwanttoaskyousomequestions,theyare

abitpersonal

Me:"askaway"I'mnowlisteningattentivelyhe

lookstroubled.



Nkosa:whydotheykeeplabelingyouasHIV&

AIDS?

Me:"seriously??notyouaswell",Istoodupand

startedpacingupanddown

Nkosa:Iwanttoknow

Me:sowhatofIamNkosa,peoplewiththethevirus

livelongerthansomepeoplewhodon't,solongyou

takeyourmedicationandleadahealthylife.

Nkosa:IknowallofthatSabatha,younot

answeringmyquestion

Sabatha:itdoesn'tmatterdoesitNkosana,whatdo

wanttodowiththeanswer



Nkosa:"ANSWERMEDAMMIT",mystallingain't

cuteanymoreIguessbecausehelookspissed.

Me:"I'mnot"Iwhispered,itwasformyprotection,I

wasattemptedraped5timesandallthosetimesit

waseither3ofmoreguys.Theywouldbreakinto

myshackinweehoursofthenight,wheneverIsay

I'mpositivetheyletmego.Butthentheywould

spreadthatliesoyeahthat'showtheyknowI'm

aboutmysupposedstatus.

Nkosa:"Iknewit"hewalkedtowardsmeandpulled

meintohisarms,"Idon'teverwanttohearyousay

thataboutyourself,youdonothavetogiveyourself

deadlydiseasestoprotectyourself.Iamherefor

you,letmeprotectyoudynamite.Allowmetobe

yourknightinshiningarmor

Me:doyoufeelsorryformeNkosana?



Nkosa:"no"hechuckles,Iadmireyou,youare

smartandstrongitsafuckingturnon.Youfierce

andspeakyourminditdrivesmecrazyandthat

cellulitedecoratingthatperfectbuttandhipsisso

damnsexy.Igiggleandblush

Me:shhhjustincaseAmberbuggedyourbody

Nkosa:pleasedon'tspoilthismomentby

mentioningthatgirl

Me:oksalayoshe'syourgirl

Nkosa:"youmygirl"hesmirks

Me:inyourdreams

Nkosa:doyouperhapsremembertheguysthat



triedtorapeyou?

Me:yeahtheynormallychillbytheroadinthe

cornerwhereyouparkedyourcarthelasttime.

Nkosa:"mmmh"hepeckedmyforehead,comewith

metothecarIhaveasurpriseforyou

Ifollowedhimexcitedly….
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Masabatha

Thebootwaspackedwithshoppingbags,Ihave

neverinmylifeseensomuchclothes.Hebought

medresses,jeansandTees,shoeseven

undergarmentsohandpyjamasAveedelelalohe

wasmakingfunofmywornoutPj's,Iamnot

ashamedIboughtitwithmyhardendmoney.Idid

ashowforhimfittingintoeverything,itwasso

muchfun.

Me:"ThankyousomuchNko",Ihuggedhim

Nkosa:don'tmentionit



Me:ohnowhataboutFuthiandthekids?

Nkosa:don'tworryshe'sgotarichaboyfriendhe

willsorthimoutandmymomalreadytookcareof

thekids

Me:richboyfriendhuh?Youfamilyaresuchgood

people

Nkosa:weknowhowitistostruggle

Me:thankyou

Nkosa:areyoujealousthatFuthihasarich

boyfriend??

Me:whatno,I'mnotifthat'sthecaseIamhappy

formysisishehasbeenthroughalot



Nkosa:wellIwillseetoitthatyourboyfriendisrich

too

Me:whenyoumeethimpleasetellhimhemustbe

filthyrichngikhatheleukuhlupheka",Igiggle

Nkosa:"youwillneverhavetoworkadayinyour

lifedon'tworrydynamiteIampersonallyfixingyour

boyfriendforyou"hepullsmeinandlandsasoft

peckonmylips

ThewayNkosanamakesmefeelIwillburstoneof

thesedays,themomenthetouchesmeIamsold,I

don'tknowwhatIwilleverdoifhenevercourtsme.

Idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutit,whatwillIdowith

allthesefeelings?.

Me:"doyouhaveagirlfriend"Iaskshyly



Nkosa:"why"hechuckles

Me:Iwonderifshewillappreciateyouspoilingme,

kissingme,sleepingwithme

Nkosa:shemustmindherownbusiness

Idon'tknowwhybutthatwentstraighttomyheart,

IfeltastingofJealousytowardsheralreadyIwant

Nkosanaformyselfandnowhimnotdenyingto

haveagirlfriendisdoinganumberonme,even

thesebloodytearsarestartingtofall,Isigh.

Me:"Iwanttobemyself"Isaidwithabreakingvoice,

thisisembarrassing.

Nkosa:hawuMasabathawhat'swrongnowbabe?



Me:"Ijustmissmymom"Ilied,canIbealone

please

Nkosa:okay,hekissedmyforehead,Iwillbeback

laterbereadyI'mtakingyousomewhere

Withthathegentlyshutthedoor,Icouldhearhis

footstepsfadingawayandIletitout.Whyishe

torturingmelikethisheh?Hisleadingmeon

meanwhilehehasagirlstashedsomewhere,it's

officialmenaredogsnx.

*************

Nandi

Iwokeupinhisarmsunderhissheets,hemade

lovetomethewholenight,itwasmagical.Hedid



emphasizethoughthatheisnotintherightstateof

mindtocommittoarelationshipandIrespectthat.

Islowlydetachhisarmsaroundmybody,Iheaded

straighttothebathroomdidmyhygieneprocess,I

putmyclothesbackonandheadtowardshis

kitchen.Ifixedbreakfastandstartedeating.Aftera

fewminuteshemakehiswaytothekitchenwitha

vestandshorts.

ElPilar:didyoumakeformeaswell?

Me:yesit'sinthemicrowave

Hewentandgothisfoodandstartedeating.

ElPilar:coffeeortea?

Me:"coffee,I'mlazytomakemyowncoffee",I

chuckle,evenfoodImakebecauseI'mhungry



ElPilar:why?girlsareusedofthekitchenit'slikea

norm

Me:I'mnotusedofit,everythingwasdoneforme

sonowIhavetoadapt

ElPilar:isyourfamilyrichwithlotsofhelpers?

Me:somethinglikethat

ElPilar:andyouarehereworkingatMcDonald's?

Me:"howdidyouknowIwasworkingthere"I

narrowmyeyesathim

ElPilar:Ihavemyways



Me:it'salongboringstory

ElPilar:"I'magreatlistener",hehandsmeacupof

steamingcoffeeashewarmsupthemilk."youwill

putinsugarasyouplease",Inod

Me:I'mallalonethat'sit,nofamily,it'sjustme

ElPilar:whathappened?

Me:stoppryingElIdon'twanttotalkaboutit

ElPilar:"okay"hethrewhishandupintheairin

surrender.

Weatethebreakfastinsilencewithhimstaringat

me



ElPilar:umuhle,ngiyayithandaindlelaoncuma

ngayo(youarebeautiful,Ioveyoursmile)its

contagious

Me:youknowIsiZulu?

ElPilar:yeahIamZulu

Me:ohIthoughtyouAfricanAmerican

ElPilar:Ithoughtthesamewithyoutoobutthen

there'scertainthingsyoudothattoldmeotherwise.

Me:ohuhm,Ihavetogothankyouforeverything.

Igrabbedmyphoneandkeys,Iwassuddenly

uncomfortableIstormedout.Iwantedafreshstart,

Idon'twantanythingthatwillremindmeofback



home.IthoughtElPilaristhatbuthemustbefrom

SouthAfricaifhespeaksfluentZululikethat,Ihave

togetawayfromhim.TheycanneverknowIama

princess,onepictureonsocialmediaandI'm

finished.Iammovingtoanotherapartmentandwill

askmymanagertotransfermetoanother

McDonald's.

***********

Futhi

LifeisfunnyjustyesterdayIhadnoideaastowhat

IamgoingtodobutnowIhaveaniceplacetohide

myhead,mychildrenaresafeandhappy.Mnqobi

hasbookedthemintocounselingaftertheywent

forathoroughmedicalcheckup.Wehaven'treally

talkedaboutanything,heisfocusedongettingthe

childrenandIstableagain.Iamsofrightenedhe

hasdonesomuchforme,whatifheexpectsmeto

payhimbackwhatwouldIdo?Whatifthattime



aparthemetsomeoneandhadforgottenaboutme?

Yeswedoshareabedbutthatiswhereitends,he

hasn'taddressourfeelingsyet.Ihatethatfeelingof

uncertaintyIwanttoknowwherewestandwithall

ofthis.

IamcookingandIknowhewillbehomeinacouple

ofhours,soIwillslowdownsothefoodisreadyas

soonashegetshere.Ihearacarpullupthedrive

waycouldthatbehim,ohit'sNkosana.

Me:hey

Nkosa:"heyNkosikazi",here'sanotherthingthey

areallcallingusNkosikaziasifwearemarriedinto

thisfamily,Ican'tstandthemixmessages

Me:goingsomewhere?



Nkosa:yesI'mhereforSabatha

Me:she'sbeenlockeduptheroomfromthe

morning

Nkosa:ohokay,thanks

Herushedofftotheroom.Thesetwoaresoinlove

it'scute,IamhappyforMasabathashedeserves

happinessthatgirlhasbeenthroughalot.Aftera

fewminutestheycomeouthandinhand,Iguess

theyaregoingsomewhere.

Me:willyoubebackfordinner?

Nkosa:yes,Ihopeyoucookedalotnkosikazi

Me:youmustfindawifewhocancook,thewayyou



eat"Ichuckled"

Nkosa:shecan

Ichucklesomemoreastheydissappearoutthe

door.IhearcarpullIknowitsMnqobiforsure,his

homeearlyafterafewminutesheenterswithhis

blackbriefcaseandabouquetofflowersinthe

otherhand.

Me:"SawubonaMpungose"hejustfrozethereand

smiledatme,Iwalkedovertohimtookhis

briefcaseandplaceditonthecouch,hecantakeit

tohisofficelaterIattackedhimwithahug.

Mnqobi:beautifulflowersforabeautifullady

Me:"thankyou",Ismiledwhileblushing



Mnqobi:IgotitinavasebecauseIdon'thaveany

vasesaroundthehouse,howhaveyoubeen?

Me:I'mgoodandyou

Mnqobi:I'mgreat,it'ssmellsniceinherewhatare

youmaking?

Me:beefCurryandphuthu

Mnqobi:"yum,thankyou.Futhiyouowemelunch

remember?"Inod,"wellI'mtakingyououttolunch

tomorrow"Inodagain

Me:"whyareyoudoingallthesethingsMnqobi,you

knowIcan'trepayyou",mytearsarejustflowing.

Mnqobi:"Idon'twantyoutorepaymeMabhengu,



I'mdoingallofthesethingsbecauseIloveyou,I

havebeenlovingyouforaverylongtime.ThedayI

cametoeatyourfoodwasthedayIfoundcourage

tocomespeaktoyou",hesays,"beforeallofthatI

wouldjuststareatyouthroughthewindow"

Me:"reallyIfeelsodaftrightnow,ofcourseMnqobi

MpungoseworksforMpungoseandSons",soyou

werestalkingme?

Mnqobi:"sortoff"hescratchedhishead,"Iwent

backtoyourworkplacetolookforyoubutabig

eyedgirlwasseatedatyourdesk

Me:yeahshetookmyjob

Mnqobi:youprettieratthefrontdesk,theylosta

gem



Me:Iguess,Ihatedthatplaceanyway

Mnqobi:whatareyourdreamsNtombifuthi?

Me:toownacompany

Mnqobi:that'seasybutyouaregoingtoschoolfirst

thenyouwillpitchyourbusinessplantomeandma

Nontando,andwewilltakeitfromthere

Me:NoMnqobiyourfamilyhasdoneenough

already

Mnqobi:Iamnotdone,soasIwassayingAmahle

andSmisowillchangeschoolssoit'seasierformy

momtodropandpickupinoneschoolandIamnot

takingnoforananswer



Me:don'tIhaveasayinthis

Mnqobi:no,youwillreachyourdreamsIdon'twant

toheartheexcuseofIhavechildren,theyare

peopleinplacewhowanttohelpyou,takethis

opportunityandrunwithitandIwillsupportyou.

Me:Mnqobiyinleenhlekangakaengiyenzile

ukutholaumuntuofananawe?(whatdidIdotofind

someonelikeyou?)

Mnqobi:"youmadethisheartbeatfaster"heplaced

hisrighthandonhisleftchest

Me:thankyouHlase

Mnqobi:doyouhaveanysortoffeelingsforme

Futhi?



Me:Iaminlovewithyouifthat'swhatyouasking,I

havebeenfromtheveryfirstdayyouatemy

Spaghettiandmince

Hetiltedhisheadtothesidewithasmirkonhis

face,dammitIstrokedhisegodidn'tI?Iputmy

headinmyhands,Ijustpumpedhimup.Ifeelhis

armsaroundme,iswearIfelthome.

Mnqobi:IpromiseIwon'tdissappointyou,there'sa

reasonwhyNkosanametMasabatha,itwasto

bringyouhometome.

**********

Nkosana

MypalmsaresweatyasIpullupatuMhlanga

Beach,myfearistodissappointher,shehasbeen



throughsomuchinherlifeandIwantgiveher

unconditionalloveandacleanslate.Idon'tknow

howtodothiswithoutcomingoutasfeeling

sympathetic,IknowIwasn'treadyforarelationship

notsolongagobutshechangedmymindtheday

shegotnakedtakingabathinfrontofme.Ifitwas

anyothergirl,IwouldhavebedheralreadybutIjust

cannotwithher,Iwanttodoeverythingright.I

nevermetagirlwhowillprotectmelikeshedid

theydaywithAmbernotthatIneedprotection,but

awomanwhowillstandbymysideinexchangeof

humiliationandlosingherjobisworthmorethanall

preciousjewelstome.

Idon'teverwanthertoregretstandingupforme

thatday,Idon'teverwanthertotoregretsleeping

inaholdinginacellforme,Idon'teverwantherto

regretseeingmeworthyinhereyes.Iamcertain

thatIwanthertobeinmylifeasmywoman,Ijust

hopesheagrees.Iexhaleandopenthedoorforher

andtakeoffmyshoesandaskhertodothesame,I

openthebootgotmystickoutandweheadto



shore.Iputmyhandinmypocketandit'sstillthere,

perfect.

Me:Ntokaziyouwalkingwithmehandinhanddo

youevenknowwhatyouaredoing?

Sheshiftsabitandnarrowhereyesatme

Me:IaskedaquestionMaNdlovudoyouknowwhat

youaredoing?

Shestoppedathertracksconfusedashell,perfectI

letgoofherhandandwalkovertotheotherside

withmystick,Idrawalineonthebeachsandasa

barrierbetweenus,shecan'tstopgigglingand

blushing.

Me:Tshelaminantokaziubaniowakuzama

ngobuhle,ngabeumama?Ubaba?nomabobabili



(tellmedynamitewhohaveyouthismuchbeauty

wasityourmom?Yourdad?Orboth?)

Sabatha:"mymom"shesaysconfidently

Me:kumelengiyobongamathuphakuyena(Ineedto

thankherinperson)sheshiftsuncomfortableokay

wrongmove,next.

Me:Ndoniyamiyamanziuyafaumama

ukungiphekelanokungiwasheleawuphumuze

isalukaziphela(mydarkbeautymymomistiredof

cookingandwashingforme,won'tyoucomeand

lendherahand?)Isaythispacingupanddownthe

barrier.

Sabatha:she'sdoingwhateverylovingmother

woulddo,soI'mnotsold.



Me:mmmbayazalaabanyeomama(someparents

haveabeautifulseed),bemineandIwillgiveyou

theloveyoudeserve

Sabatha:youdon'tevenknowme,howwouldyou

knowwhatIdeserve

Me:"Iknowthatyousnoreanddroolwhenyou

sleep,Iknowthatyouwantarichboyfriend"I

chuckle,"Iknowthatyoustronganddetermined,I

knowthatyouworkhardandgratefulwiththelittle

youhave",IknowthatifyouallowmeinIwilldo

everythinginmypowertogiveyounothingbut

happiness.

Sabatha:"Nkosana"itcameoutasawhisper

Me:gegelegegeMaNdlovungifunauyokhanyisa

emabaleniakwaKhoza(Iwantyoutobrightenthe

yardsoftheKhoza’s)



Sabatha:andifIsayno?

Me:wewillstandheretillyousayyes,qoma

Ntombingiyafaumzangedwa(beminegirl,I'mtired

ofbeinglonely)youalreadywarmingmybed,

pleasewarmupmyheart

Sheattemptstowalkovertheline.

Me:"idareyoutocrosstheline,ifyoudothatit's

gameoveritwillsimplymeansyouaregiving

yourselfovertome,thatyouwillleaveyourlife

behindandbuildonewithme,isthatwhatyouwant

MaNdlovu?"Iaskedfilledwithconfidence,she's

mine.

Sheattemptstocrosstheline,Ijumpinexcitement



Me:"weMaNdlovudoyouknowwhatyouaredoing?

Haveyouthoughtaboutit?",sheisgigglingnon

stop

Andfinallyshecrossedtheline,IamexcitedIwant

toscream"she'smineyall"IhavetothankNtsika

thiswashisideaandIthinkMasabathais

impressed.Igodowninonekneeandhandovera

pearlbraceletasucuit'sthebestIcoulddo,she

acceptsitwithtearsstreamingdownhercheeks.I

smashedmylipsontohersandwemakeourway

backtothecar.Wemanagedtodrawacrowd

whomisnowclappingtheirhands.

She'smine,Masabathaismygirlfriend.
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Enhle

TheyearhascometoanendnowandI'mreadyto

jumpoffthecliffthelatenightsandlastminute

plansthatNtwenhlehastoattendtoconcerninghis

sonisbiserk,Samkeishavingafielddaywithmy

marriageandsheisenjoyingeveryminuteofit.The

resultscameback99.9%,Ididsendmyownsample

toourlabatthehospitalbuthavenotgoneforthem

it'spointless.Idon'twanttobeindenial,soIam

supportinghimeventhoughit'stakingalotfromme.



Thetwinsarewithmamostofthetimebecause

momhasMnqobi’sstepchildrentolookafterand

honestlymadoesntwanttoshare,sheissmitten.

Youmustseethewayshespoilsthem.Thehospital

issobusybutIcoulddowithatleasttwoofeach

AnaesthetistandNeurologist,Ihaveoneofeachfor

thewholehospitalandit'sdrainingthepoorguys.I

willhaveawordwithHR.

Mytimehereisup,wegoingouttodinnertonight

atleastthatcanlightenupmymood,ithasbeen

sourforawhilenow.Ipullupandrushstraightto

theroomtogetreadyNtwenhleshouldbehereany

minute.

I'malldolledupwaitingforhimit'salmostanhour

now,IknowwhatthismeansIexhaleandhead

upstairsIchangeintotracksuitsandsneakersI

packanovernightbag.Iratherspendtimewithmy

childrenthanthisnonsenseandhonestlyIdon't

wanttohearhisexcuses.JustasI'mabouttoleave



heenters.

Me:I'mgoinghometothechildren,Iwillbeback

tomorrow

Ntwe:I'msorry

Me:"mxm",Iwalkpasthimwithmybaghepulled

mebackandhuggedmebutIdon'tembracehim

back

Ntwe:pleasedon'tgo

Me:letmegoNtwenhleI'mgoingtomychildren

thatyouhaveforgottenbecauseyounowhavea

son,I'mnotstayingforthisshit

Ntwe:hisnotwellEnhle



Me:I'msorrybutyoucouldn'teventexttocancel

Zungu,thisrighthereisnotthemanIfeelinlove

with

Ntwe:I'msorryMbaliyamiIwillmakeituptoyou

Me:"Noneed",Iyankedmyhandofhisandleft.Nx

whodoeshethinkheis.

Ntwenhleissurprisingme,howcanheallowsucha

simplesituationspiraloutofcontrolinsuchashort

periodoftime,heknowshowIlikeorderallhehas

todoisalertmethat'sit.Idon'tmindhimspending

timewithhischildbutit'saproblemwhenhe

constantlypushesourplanswithbeing

inconsiderate.

************



Nkosana

I'mcallingmybrothersoverseasjusttotouchbase.

Ntsika:awefozas

Nka:aweawewhatareyoueatingthere,Imiss

uphuthuandtripelapho

Me:itspoppinghere,youguyscarryonwithyour

pizzaandpasta

Nka:yohbafoImissma'scooking,Iwouldkillfora

goodhomecookedmeal

Me:"areyoutellingmeyouhaven'tfoundsomeone

whocancookforyouthatside,awholeNtsika"I



chuckled

Ntsika:unfortunatelyno,maybeIshouldstop

hookingupwiththesewhitegirlsandfindmyselfan

Africanqueen

Me:vele

Nka:wellnooffensegentsbutweallknowZane

hatesmeandI'mtiredifwaiting,Iwishshecould

justtalktome.IstillloveherandIwon'tcommitto

anythinguntilsheuttersthewords"it'sover"with

herownmouth.ButI'maguyIhaveneeds

Me:itsOKbafoyoudon'thavetoexplainyourself,

youprobablyneedtimeapartanyway

Nka:doesshestillloveme?Iheardshe'smoving

withthiswhiteboyatschool



Me:letitgobafo,andtheyjustfriends,butIwould

adviseyoutofocusinyourself

Ntsika:butwesawthepictureofyouandthedark

chocolateonthedancefloor?

Nka:she'sacoolchick,nothingmuchtotellbutI'm

notreadytocommit

Ntsika:samehereman,Ihavechicksalloverme

butI'mjustnotready

Me:youhaven'tmettheonethat'swhy,that'showI

feltbeforeMasabatha.

Ntsika:whenIdofindtheoneIwillshowyouboys

ukuthikushelwakanjan,Isawthevideotrending

mfanazIgiveyouletsay6out10butwelldone.



Me:fusegIdeservea10,Igotthegirl

Nka:itwasimpressiveandcongratswiththe

dynamite

Me:manjenibuyanini?(whenareyoucoming

back?)

Nka:twomoreyearsandI'mback

Me:whathappenedtofouryears?

Nka:it'sturnsouttheycreditedmewrong,Ialready

didtwoyearsinUKZNIjustneeded3years.

Me:"ziyashake"Isaidexcitedly,andyoufoza



Ntsika:twoyearsalso

Me:that'dgreatnews,Ican'twaitImissyouguys.

I'mleftwithamakhehlangedwa,wellLangaisthere

butit'snotthesame

Wechattedsomemoreaboutsillystuffuntilitwas

timetobidfarewell.

**************

Ntwenhle

Ifeellikescreamingrightnow,it'salmostaweek

andEnhleisnotback,I'mscaredtogoandfetch

herbecauseIamonthewrong.Hisfather'swill

beattheshitoutofmebutImissherandthekids

somuch,ifonlyshecouldpickupthephone.FuckI

messedupbigtimeIthinkIletexcitement



overwhelmmeanditcrowdedmyjudgement.

Samke'snameflashesonmyphone.

Me:ya

Samke:yohdoyouhavetosoundsoannoyed

Me:howcanIhelpyouSamke?

Samke:Ineedtobesomewhere,canyouwatch

Enzoforme

Me:sure,whencanIcomeforhim?

Samke:FridayandIwillonlybebackonSunday

Me:SAMKE!Idohaveotherkidsyouknow.



Samke:Idon'tcare,youhavetodoyourpartto

makeupfortheyearsyouhavemissed

Me:don'ttalknonsensewenaSamke,ifyouhad

toldmeabouthimIwouldhavedonerightbyhim

Samke:"doyourpart",shehangsup

Thisbitchnx,whenhaveIeverbeenan

irresponsibleperson,sheismakingitseemlikeI

deniedthechildorsomethingnx.Imissmywife.

*******

America

Nandi



YepI'mdefinitelypregnant,Iwon'tblameitonmy

problemsbecausethatisjustanexcuse,Iwas

negligentandthat'sit.MyheartissorethatIamall

bymyself,intimeslikethisyouneedastrong

supportsystemandIhavenoneofthat.Imoved

outlikeIwantedandI'mstillstudying,Iwillnotquit

becauseIreallywantmakeitinlife.Ijustprayfor

sanitythroughoutthispregnancyandthatGod

sendtherightpeoplemyway.

Ihaven'tseenElPilarsincethatdayIstormedout

hisplaceandIintendtokeepitthatway.I

rememberhiswordslikeitwasyesterday,"I'mnot

readytocommittoanything","I'mnotreadytobea

father","takecareofthat".Ifeeltearsstreaming

downmyfaceIamsuchasadcase,I'malways

hungryandIdon'tevenknowwhattodowithall

theseemotions.IfoundmyselfdialingVusi's,I

madesureIhidmynumber.



Vusi:hello?,whoisthis?,areyouthere?

Me:it'sme,byvoicebetrayedme

Vusi:pleasecomehome

Me:Ican't

Vusi:Nandiplease,I'msorryprincess,comehomeI

promisetoprotectyouandwecangetmarriedand

movefarawayjustmeandyou

Me:youdon'tunderstand,Ican'tit'stoolateforthat

Vusi:letmebethereforyou

Me:"I'mnotpureanymoreVusimuzi"asoftsob

escapedmymouth



Vusi:whywouldyoudothatNandi?Heh

Me:itstheonlywayIcouldescapebeingapuppet,I

hadtogotheywantedtokillme

Vusi:who

Me:Ican'ttellyou,itwillbetreason

Vusi:finefinecomehomeIdon'tcareifyouare

pureornotIstillloveyou,itcanbeourlittlesecret

Me:"I'msorry",Ihungupandsobbed

**************



Nkosazane

Me:JasonI'mherebytheHarbourit'sbeenafrikkin

hourandyounothere

Jason:I'msorrysweetheartI'm5minutesaway

Me:gethere,I'mfreezinginthisskimpyattireyou

orderedmetowear

Jason:I'msureyoulookingsexy

Me:whateverIhatethis,justgethere

Soit'salmostayear,JasonandIdecidedtogiveit

atry,everythingisgreat.OutofalltheguysIdated

JasonisthelongestIstayedwithandIreallywant

toseewhereweheaded.Icanseehiscarpullup.



Me:whymustIwearthisagain?

Jason:"hellotoyoutoo",hepeckedmylips

Me:sowherearewegoing?

Jason:it'sahouseparty

Me:whymustIdresslikethisthough

Jason:youlookbetterinshortthingsbaby,justlike

youlookbetterinredthanburgundy.

Me:whydoesitfeellikeyoutryingtocontrolme?

Jason:what?No,youreadingwaytoomuchinto



this.

Me:mmmm

Ifollowedhisleadtohiscarandwedroveoff,I

Uberedmyselfheretoavoidbeingtrackedortailed.

AfterashortdriveinaapartmentinMorningSide,it

wasagroupoffriendsjustchillingandhaving

drinkswejoinedandstarteddrinkingtoo.Thenight

wentonandIpromiseyouifitwasn'tforalcoholI

wouldbeboredinhere,whitepeoplevibedifferent

tousbutIhavetoendurethisforJason.

ItwasgettingclosertomidnightIwassloshedas

fuckandIwaslovingit,IscannedaroundbutI

couldn'tseeJason.InfacthemustgethereI'm

feelingverygenerouswiththetruthrightnow,I

wanthimtoknowthathecannever,evercontrolme

nx.OhIhaveanidea,there'ssomeoneIwantto

talktoo,letmedialhim.It'sringing



Him:whoisthis

Me:turnthisintofuckingvideocallyoubastard

Him:Zaneyoudrunk?

Me:whydoyoucarehuh,youdon'tcareaboutme

Him:whereareyou?

Me:IwanttoseeyourfaceNkanyezi

Heturnedthethecallintoavideo,andassoonasI

sawhisfacemybraveryvanished,Isuddenly

missedhimsomuch



Nka:hermosapleasedon'tcry

Me:Imissyou

Nka:Imissyoutoo,pleasedon'tcry

Me:Ioveyou,doyoustillloveme?

Nka:morethananything,whereareyou?

Me:atsomepartyinmorningside

Nka:areyouwithyoursister?

Me:"noI'mwithafriend",Ilied

Nka:pleasewaitformeNkosazaneI'mbeggingyou



Me:Ijust…

Jasonsnatchedmyphoneandthrewitonthewall

Jason:whyareyoutakingtohimhuh?You

promisedmeyouoverhim

Me:whythehelldidyoudothatforJason,you

brokemyphone

Jason:listenherebitchidon'ttakecheatlightly,you

willbefaithfultomeoryouleavemenochoicebut

todisciplineyou

Me:I'mnochildJason

Heyankedmyhandtooneoftheroomsand



bangedthedoor

Jason:youdisrespectfulwoman,todayIwilltame

youandyouwillonlyyearnforme.

IwasdrunksoIdidn'thavemuchstrength,he

pushedmylegsapartwithhisknee,heroughly

rubbedmyflowerwiththepantiesstillon,hethen

yankedittotheside.Hepinnedmehardagainstthe

wall,Itriedbyallmeanstofighthimbuthewas

strong,heletouthismanhoodwithhisfreehand,

whenIheardavoice.

Voice:joumasepoes,getyourhandsoffhernow

ItwasLangaandMasontheybeattheshitoutof

himandwhentheyweresatisfiedtheyturnedto

lookatme.



Langa:areyouokay?Ijustnodded,Nkanyeziand

Ntsikahelpedtolocateyou

Me:thankyou

Langa:whydidn'tyoutakeyourcar?

Me:Ididn'tthinkhewillbesuchajerk

Langa:Icameinsteadifyourbrothersbecause

Nkanyezithoughtyouwouldbeintrouble

Me:hisright

Langa:hisangry

Me:"Iknow"Ijustletthemflow,



WeenteredintoLanga'scarandweheadedto

Norwoodsincemyparentsdon'tevenknowI'mout.
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ItwasearlyhoursinthemorningwhenanSUV

parkedoutsidethewarehousemendressedinblack

draggedout6menandawomanintothebasement.



Mnqobi:"isthiseveryone",themennodded

Themenweretiedontochairs.Tosaytheywere

petrifiedisanunderstatement,theywerewrecking

theirbrainstryingtofigureoutwhatisitthatcould

landtheminsuchsituationsbutnothing.TheBizniz

enteredinfullblackreekingofconfidence,and

power.

Nkosa:"bayashoda"hesaidwithatonefilledwith

rage

Man:theywerenottogether,sowehadtoscout

aroundbuttheotherSUVwillarriveshortly

Nkosa:rapistsonesideandwitchesoneside

Yanda:"isthistheoldwomanwhoturnedherback



onourwifetocoverforthisfilth?",pointingatthe

bloodiedMandla

Nkosa:intheflesh

Langa:whymagrizawhy?(oldwoman)

MaMkhize:forgivememychildren

Mnqobi:"kunconoveleuthulewenaanddon'tyou

darecallusyourchildren"(youratherjustkeep

quiet),hewasbreathingfire

Ntwe:calmdownMpungose,takeiteasyman

Mnqobi:"aiZunguyouaskingfortoomuch,Futhi

trustedherwiththechildrenfromthewordgoand

she…she",hecouldn'tevenfinishhissentencethe



ragewastalkingoverhim.

Hestartedthrowingthingsaround,smashingchairs

onthefloor,theroomwentquieteveryone

frightenedofwhatwouldcomenext.Nkosana's

rageescalatedwhenhesawhisbrotherbrokenin

thissense.Afterafewminutesfourmoreguys

werepushedintothebasement.Nkosanastoodup

withasmirkplasteredonhisface.

Nkosa:howthemightilyhavefallen,youallthought

youcouldviolatemygirlandgetawaywithit.

CAUTION violenceandstronglanguage

Mnqobi:"leavethewitchandthepedophiletome",

Nkosananodded

Nkosa:"yesninamisunuyouthoughtyoucould



instillfearinmygirlbecauseofthosedinkysyou

calldickshmmm?Irememberyou",hewalkcloser

toguythatgavehimdirectionstoMasabatha's

place,"nowtellmehowdidyouknowthat

MasabathahasAIDS?

guy:"Ijustheardrumorsmfethu"Nkosanakicked

himonhisfacewithhiscombatboot,hefellonthe

floorwithhischairtiedtohim.

Langagothimupagain,hepattedhisshoulder

mockingly

Nkosa:youlying,youtriedtorapeherandshetold

youshe'spositiveandyouspreadthatoutofspite

sinceyoudidn'tgetwhatyouwantedhmmm

Theguywasbleedingthroughhisnose,thekickto

hisheadwasshowinghimflamesitsliketheworld

wasspinningaround.YandaandLangastarted



undressingthemen,theyweresobbinglikewidows

inafuneral.

Ntwe:eyfuseganithuleumsindomisunuyenu(piss

offandkeepquiet),nooneforcedyoutobreakinto

avulnerableyounggirlshome,kwakumnandi

nisaplanasenikhalisaokwezifebemanjenx(itwas

allnicewhileplanningit,nowyouareallcryinglike

bitches)

LikefatherlikesonNkosanawasmessyandbloody

hepreferredsharpknivestoguns,hethrivedin

choppingpeopleintopiecesandhavingblood

splatteredinthesurface.Heworehisglovesand

tookoutNkosenye’sfavoriteknife.

Nkosa:becausemygirlwassmartenoughtochase

youfoolsaway,Iwillbelenient,Iwillmakethis

quick.



Hechoppedoffalltheirmanhoodandshovedit

downtheirthroats,theygaggedandscreamedin

agonymixedwithshockandfear.Bloodgushedin

alldirections,Yanda,MnqobiandNtwenhlewere

usedtothissotheystayedputontheirseatsand

enjoyedtheshow.Langastartedgaggingtillhe

couldnthandleanymoreherantovomitoutsidehe

couldn'tbelievehowgruesomethesebrotherswere.

Nkosa:theworldisabetterplacewithoutboyslike

you,yesareboysyoufuckingshitinsteadof

protectingwomenyouarebusyscaringthemwith

theseuselessdinkys.

MaMkhizewastraumatizednottomentionMandla,

heknewhewasnexthestartedsobbingsoftly

regrettingallthethingshehasdone,ifhewereto

begivenonewishitwoulddefinitelybetorewind

andchangehissteps.

Yanda:ohforfucksakeNkosanaIcandealwiththe



wallingngathisisemncwabeni(likeweareata

funeral),canIputastopPLEASE

Nkosa:"Yesrightafterthis",hechoppedtheguy's

head,yestheonewhospreadtheAIDSrumours

Theroomimmediatelywentsilenceattheshockof

aheadthuddingonthefloortheBiznizbustedin

laughter,meanwhileLanga'seyeswerepoppedout

bydoorwherehewasnowstanding.Thecalm

beforethestormwillperfectlydescribethisvery

moment,becausestraightafterthattherewas

chaos.Eachpersonscreamingtheirapologyand

promisingnevertodowhattheydideveragain.So

muchtoYanda'sannoyance,hehatednoise

Yanda:"ISAIDQUIET",heshoteachoftherapists

straightontheheadexhibitinghissniperskills,all

theboyslifelessbodieswentthuddingtothefloor

togetherwiththeirchairs.Heblewtheaftersmoke

offhisgunandtuckeditawaycarefree,likehe



didn'tjustkill9peopleatoneshoteach.

Ntwe:bullseyeyoufuckingshowoff

Yanda:"finallysomepeaceandquiet",he

dramaticallyrolledhiseyes.TheBiznizsmirked

impressively.

Mnqobi:it'smyturnnow

MaMkhizeandhisnephewhaddoneitall,vomit,

pee,number2,theworkstherewasnothingmore

lefttodoeitherthancry,eventhetearswereslowly

dryingoff.

Mnqobi:eynikhohlakelekabinina(youtwoareevil)

youthinkIdidn'tseeyoufuelingupthemobto

attackusandyouwentasfarasburningmywives

shacks.Youarethebadass,don'tmesswiththe



"Mkhize's",hesaidsarcastically.Youwantedto

wipeallknownevidencejustsoyoucouldgetaway

withrapingmykidsncncnc,nihamberongoyazi

(youthougtwrong).

MnqobiwalkedtowardsMandlaslowlylooking

straightintohiseyes.

Mnqobi:youdidanumberonmygirl,Igiveittoyou

butIwilldonumberstoyouboy,hecockedhisgun

andshothismanhood.

Mandla'seyespoppedoutashescreamedinagony,

hiscriesannoyedMnqobisomuchthathestarted

punchinghimeverywhere

Mnqobi:Iwantyoutocrylouderthanthosechildren,

youthinkyouareamannx,youarenothingbuta

pussy.Whenhewassatisfiedhesnappedhisneck

tothesideandMandlawasnomore



MaMkhizestartedwheezingandgaspingasifa

substanceissurpressingherairway,shewiggled

tryingtoutterwordsbutfailed,Mnqobiflopped

backtohischairandtherestfollowedsuit.They

watchedMaMkhizestrugglingandnoonewaskind

enoughtohelp,thiswentonforagoodminutetill

shegavein

Ntwe:restinshitmthakathindini(youwickedwitch)

Theyallstoodupandbegantocleantheplacebut

madesuretoeraseanyevidencethatcouldpoint

backtothemandtheydumpedthebodiesinthe

communitydump.

***********

ATTHEHOSPITAL



Langarushedintothehospitalassoonashesaw

hisdadseatedoutsidethewarmheexhaled,he

thoughtmaybehewaslate.

Andre:Carvinyoumadeit

Langa:yesIthoughtIwaslate

AfterafewminutestheseniorsandtheBizniz

enteredandmadethemselvescomfortable,theyall

pattedLangaonhisshoulderasagestureof

encouragementasheawaitsMary-Janetogive

birth.Itpainedhimthatshe'sgoingbacktoprison

straightaftersheheals,shejustjusthadfourmore

monthstoserve.

Butwhenhescannedaroundtheroomhehad

confidencethathewillconquerwiththesupport

systemhehad.



Mtho:Langamyboydon'tworryourwivesaremore

thanwillingtotaketurnsincaringforthebabytill

MJisout

Nkosi:yeahtheyareonthewaywithclothesandall

thenessecities,weareallhere

Andre:thankyoumybra'sIdon'tknowhowto

thankyou

Sizwe:weareafamily

Afterafewminutesthewivescameinrunningwith

bagsfilledwithclothes.

Ntando:weboughtneutralthingssincewedon't

knowthesexofthebaby



Ntombi:"IwillhavethebabyfirstsinceNontando

hasthetwins",Ntweshifteduncomfortably

Nondu:IwishIcouldhelpbutthepregnancyis

showingmeflames

Pretty:IwillrelieveNtombi

Busani:it'ssortedthen

Theyallagreedunanimously,thedoctorwalked

towardsthemwithabigsmile.

Doc:"Mary-JaneParker!",theyallnodded.It'sa

beautifulbabygirl

EveryonecheeredwhileLangashedafewtears,he



followedthedoctor.Hisheartbrokewhenhesawa

weakMary-Janecuffedtothebedwithapolice

womannexttoher.Hewalkedovertoherand

peckedherforehead

Langa:"thankyousomuch,Iwillspendmywhole

lifeshowinggratitude",shesmiledfaintly

MJ:haveyouthoughtofaname?

Langa:"she'sbeautifulMJ",heheldherandmore

tearsflowed,"Carvin+Mary-Jane=Carane,

thereforeInameherCaraneNokubongaNorwood

MJ:IIoveit,Caraneveryunique

Langa:don'tyouworrybabewewilltakecareofher



**************

Nkosazane

JasonandIfixedthings,heboughtamillion

flowerstoapologize,Iknowalcoholcanmakeyou

docrazythings.Ishouldn'thavecalledNkanyeziit

wasdisrespectfultowardsmycurrentboyfriendso

herewearechillinginhisroomafterourlectures.

Me:Idon'tthinkyourparentslikemebabe

Jason:theywillcomearound

Me:youneedtolearntocleanyourroombabelook

atthismess

Jason:Joyceiscomingintomorrow



Me:isthisJoyce'sroom?

Jason:"nomom",herolledhiseyesandgavemea

boredlook

Me:don'tbemeanJason

Jason:whenareyougoingtoshowmehowmuch

youloveme?

Me:don'tIshowyoueveryday?

Jason:Iwantmore,Iwantustoconnectonanother

level

Me:I'mnotreadyforthatandyouknowit



Jason:howlongmustIwaitforyou?

Me:marriage

Jason:yougottobekiddingme,therearepeople

whostilldothat?

Me:clearly

Jason:"whatthehellIwasthinkinggettingtogether

withaVirginMary",hehuffsandfacepalms

Me:mxmI'mleaving

Istoodupandcollectedmythingsandputonmy

shoes.

Jason:noonewantsgirlslikeyou,youareeven



luckyI'mwithyou

Zane:fokofJasonmaan,yousuchamiserable

person,takeagoodlookatmehoney,youarethe

luckyonenx.Loosemyfuckingnumbers

Jason:ohpleaseyouknowI'mtellingthetruth,

loosesomeweightwhileyouatit

Zane:youpatheticlittleboy.

Iwalkedawayshakingmyass,hewisheshecan

buryhislittledinkyinmyassnx,uyanya.

************

Enhle



It'sFridaytodayandI'mbackatmyhouse,Ihada

seriouschatwithNtwenhleandifhegoesbackto

hiswordtheywillbeseriousconsequences.The

gatebuzzergoesoffNtwerushestoanswer,he

exhalesandIjustknewit'sSamke.

Ntwe:"IforgottofetchEnzo",hesighed

Me:"it'sokay",Igavehimahug

Samkewalkedinalldolledupbutfustrated

Samke:"justasimplethingNtwenhleyoucan'tdo,I

askedyoutofetchthechildbutyoudidn'tnx",she

threwthebagonthefloorandcrossedherarms

acrossherchest.

Me:"Enzobabywhydon'tyougototheplayroom"

heexcitedlyranoff



Ntwe:"Iforgotbutsinceyouarehere,wewilltake

over",hepickedupthebag

Samke:NtwenhleI'mstillwaitingforthetransaction

forEnzo'sschooltrip

Me:Samkelisiweyouwillnotgetit,actuallyfrom

nowonifyouneedsomethingconcerningEnzoyou

willphonemenotmyhusband

Samke:andwhywouldIdothat?Wherewereyou

whenIwasridinghisdickandmadeababy

Me:thatdickyoutalksohighlyoffismineyezwa,

elamisisiIdon'tgiveafuckwhatyouusetodowith

myhusbandbutrightnowhismine.Theonlything

youleftwithisbitternessandthosemeaningless

storiesofhowyouusedtoo



Samke:younotthatspecialyouknow

Me:Ididn'tsayIwas,nowifyouevertalkto

Ntwenhlethewayyoujustdiduzongazinx

Samke:areyouthreateningme?

Me:YESIAM,I'MFUCKINGTHREATENINGYOU,

uzokwenzani??

SamketriedtoslapEnhleNtweheldherhands.

Ntwe:"eyfusegudakiweyiniwena?(pissoffare

youdrunk),getthefuckoutofmyhouse",he

pushedherout.

Enhle:damnthatfeltgood
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4monthslater...

Thegirlswerechillingintheirpyjamasat

Ntwenhle's,theguyswerecampingatMnqobi’s.

Thiswasacommonthingamongstthebrothers.



Enhle:thisisnice,Ienjoyyourcompanysomuch

Zane:weshouldsaveupandchooseaholiday

destination

Sane:totally

Sabatha:I'monatightschedulewithschooland

everything

Futhi:metoo

Mj:samehere

Enhle:ohshutthefrontdooryourboyfriendsare

loaded,don'tletthemfoolyou



Zane:wewon'thavetopayforathingifwebatour

lasheswellwellformaNontando

Enhle:ofcourse,it'son

Mj:youladiesneedtoteachmealot,I'mreally

tryingwithLanga.Iwantustowork

Sane:khululekamlungu(relaxwhitegirl)wewillsort

youout

Enhle:Ivolunteertoteachyouhowtocook

MJ:Isuckinthatdepartmentbigtime

Zane:don'tworrystickwithusandyouwillgood

good



Sane:"Ihaveaquestion",shesaidpickingherhand

updramatically,theyallburstedoutlaughing

Futhi:askawaysisi

Sane:howdidyoutwogirlstameourbrothers?

Sabatha:"IwishIcouldtakethecreditbutno,

NkosanacaughtmyeyetheveryfirsttimeIlaidmy

eyesonhim.Hedoesn'tknowthisbutthatday

AmberthrewatantruminKensington,Iwasalready

droolingoverhim",shechuckles,"andthenthe

devilsincarnatestartedinsultingmyman,Ijust

couldn'tstandit"

Zane:wow,Iloveyousomuch.Mytwinisluckyto

havefoundagemlikeyou,that'sexactlywhatwe

wantinthisfamily



MJ:"yetyoudon'twanttofightforNkanyezi",she

narrowedhereyesatZane

Zane:it'snotthesameokay

MJ:Iwasjustsaying

Enhle:"andyou",pointingatFuthi

Futhi:"samehere,IknewIIikedhimtheveryfirst

dayheapproachedme.IthankGodforthe

circumstanceseventhoughtheyaren'tpleasant",

sheshiftsuncomfortablyEnhlebrushedherback.

"ngabengamqomangosuku"(Iwouldhavesaidyes,

sametime)theyallburstintolaughter

Sane:it'sjustmeandyouZanethebachelorettes



Enhle:soonandwhenyoumeettheoneyouwill

know

Sane:Ihavegivenupshame,mysuitorsarefullof

lies.It'seithertheyaremarriedorfullofbabymama

dramaandizishame

Enhle:talkingaboutbabymamadrama,

Samkelisiweistryingsohardtoinfiltrateproblems

inmymarriage

Sabatha:MlethelaorkanjaniZane(bringherhere,

meandZanewillsortherout)

Zane:I'mready,foreverready

Theylaughedsomemore



***********

AMERICA

Nandi

Ikeephavingdreamsofpeopletryingtoattackme

buttheycan'tgettomebecauseIamheavily

protected.I'm6monthsnowandmybumpisreally

cute.IcansayIhavebeendoingwellintakingcare

ofmyself.Ireallywanttomakemybabyproud,I'm

alreadysavingforhimorherbecausetheywillnot

needwhileI'malive,Ifallinloveeverysingleday.

RightnowIamwindowshoppingforacarseat

whenIbumpintoCharlieoneofElPilar'sfriends.

Charlie:heyMeagan

Me:hey



Charlie:yougood?

Me:I'mgreatactually

Charlie:wheredidyouruntooMegz,youknowEl

hasbeenlookingforyou

Me:tellhimtostoplooking,I'mnotlost

Charlie:OKbutwhydidyoudissappearoneveryone

likethat?

Me:"geeshCharlie,maybejustmaybeIwantedto

bebymyself",Ithrewmyhandsdramaticallyinthe

air

Charlie:areyoupregnantforhim?



Me:"HELLNO"Isaiddefensively

Charlie:geeshyousayingthatlikeitwouldbeabad

thing

Me:itwouldbebecausehisnotready,hisjusta

fuckboy

Charlie:ouchMegs,really

Me:itsthetruthandIknowithurts

Charlie:atleastyourcaseisdifferentbecauseyou

aretheonewhothrewyourselfontohim

Me:"fuseg",Istartpushingmytrolleywalkingaway



Charlie:whatwasthat?Areyouswearingme

Me:getlostCharlie

Charlie:"youlooknicebytheway,IwilltellhimI

bumpedintoyouatleasthewillrelaxtoknowthat

youaregoodandhealthy",hescreamedasIwalk

awayfromhim.

Me:whatever

***************

Ntwenhle

Enzoisconstantlysick,Ihaveranoutofideas,ever

sincehewasintroducedtomeit'sonethingafter

theother,weareatthehospitalaswespeakand



thedoctorsarenotgivingmeanythingtangible.

Shakes:ZunguIthinkweneedtodo

imbeleko(welcomingceremony)forthisboy,maybe

theancestorsdon'trecognizehim

Me:whyhaven'tIthoughtofthat,maybethat'swhy

hisconditionisdetoriating

Shakes:areyou100%surethisisyourchild?

Ntwe:why?

Shakes:it'sjustthathis…hisreallydark,Imeanwe

darkbutnotlikethisandSamkeisfair

Ntwe:Iwasskepticalatfirstbutthenafterthe

paternityproveditthere'snoneedtobeindenial



Shakes:hmmmm

Ntwe:I'msupposedtofetchthetwinsfromEnhleat

thehospitalbutIcan'tbecauseSamkeisnothere

tofetchhim,thiswomanfustratesme

Shakes:IwouldfetchthemforyoubutI'malso

babysittingQala

Ntwe:noit'sokay,Ijustsentheratextshewill

figuresomethingout

Shakes:NtwenhleinwhateveryoudobafoEnhleis

yourwife,theQueen,it'sherfirsttheneverything

elseyouhearme?

Ntwe:loudandclear



***********

Enhle

Herewegoagain,Imustchangemydaysplan

becauseSamkestoodhimup,arghmxmIhave

clientsaswell,yesit'safamilyhospitalbutit'swork

andIrespect.Iturnaroundfromreadingthe

messagesonmyphoneandmykidsaregone.I

rushoutbutnothingIaskmyPAwherethey

dissappearedtoo,shetellsmeoneofthestafftook

them.Iimmediatelypanicked,Istartrunningaround

likeaheadlesschicken.

Iamnotthatclosetoanyofthestaffmembersfor

themtotakemykidslikethis,itwasjustasplit

secondcheckingonmyphoneandtheyaregone,

justwhenIwasabouttocallsecurityIseehim

wheelingthembackmydirection.Helooksso



drawntothem,likeliterallyIexhaleandrelaxabit.

Him:Mbali!

Me:Quincyfancyseeingyouhere

Quincy:what?Iworkhere,Istartedacoupleof

monthsago

Me:what?Really

Quincy:youlookingatthenewAnaesthetist

Me:"that'simpressive",hewalksovertomeand

givesmeoneofthebesthugsever,ireturnthe

favor.

Quincy:sorryIkidnappedyourkids,theyaretoo



adorable.Iwantedtosayhibutyouseemed

distractedwithyourphone

Isigh,butI'mnotabouttodishoutmymarital

problemstooutsiders,evenworsemyex.

Me:"justhavingahecticday",Imotionhimtofollow

metomyoffice

Quincy:verynicespaceyouhavehere,it'sreallya

beautifulhospital

Me:ithasgrownthatIcansay

IhavealotofquestionstoaskhimbutIdon'tknow

howtostart,soIkeepnarrowingmyeyesathim

Quincy:MbaliI'mwell,IwasreleasedbecauseIfull



recoveredacoupleyearsagoandIcouldfinishmy

degreeandpracticeasyoucansee

Me:I'mreallyhappyyougothelp

Quincy:"whydidyouleavemesweetheart,atatime

Ineededyouthemost",Ishecrying,ohmy

Istoodup,thetwinsarefastasleep,Igentlyclose

thedoorandsinkintohisarms,heembracesme

andmykneesfeltweak.Myheartoncebeatonlyfor

him,IlovedhimdearlybutIhadtochoosemyself.

HestilllookshandsomelikethelasttimeIsawhim,

hestillgivesthebesthugs.Butthere'sNtwenhlein

mylifenowandIammadlyinlovewithhimand

onlyhim.

Me:I'msorryThamsanqa,Ihadtochoosemyself.

Thedayyouslappedmecontinuouslybecausea

guysatnexttomeatthecafeteriawasthelast



strawforme

Thami:"butIapologizedforit,Ijustloveyouso

muchNtshantshambomylifeis"....Icuthimshort

Me:"I'msorrybutIhavemovedonwithmylifeas

youcansee",Iwigglemyselfoutofhiscomfortable

armsandstarttowalkaway

Hegentlypinnedmeonthewall,Itriedtocatchmy

breathbuthesmashedhislipsonmineandhereit

wasthatkissthatdrovemecrazybutIcouldn'tletit

goanylongerbecausemyheartbelongstoZungu.I

pulledoutbreathless.

Thami:youstilltastegood

Me:wecanneverbetogetheragainanddon'tletmy

husbandcatchyoutryingtosnatchmeawayfrom



him,hewillkillyou

Thami:I'mnotscaredofhim

Me:finegobacktowork

Thami:"yesboss",hegavemeasmirkandwalked

out

Me:IneedtohaveawordwithHRthiswon'twork

IopenmydrawertogetstaplessoIcouldsortout

mypaperworkforfillingtomorrow,whenmyeyes

landonabrownenvelopewithourlablogoonit,it's

addressedtome.Yesit'stheresults,Itookthe

envelopeandsliditinmybag,Iwillopenitathome.
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Futhi

LifeisgreatIamhappyandhappinesslooksgood

onme.Iexplainedthesituationwiththekidsto

Mnqobiandheismorethanhappytotakeonthe

fatherrolesolely,hesaidhewilladoptthemwhen

wegetmarried.AmahleandSmisorefusedtocome



livewithusbecauseapparentlyourplaceisboring,

it'snotfunlikeGogoandMkhulu'shouses,Iwon't

liethathurtmeabitbuttheyhappinesscomesfirst.

MnqobiforcedmetogobacktoschoolIamdoing

myfirstyearBcomatWestville,it'schallengingbut

worthit.Wehavebeendoingthedeedobviously

aftersomanyyearsofcelibacy.Phumlaniwasmy

firstbuthehititandransosevenyearstobe

precise,youcanimaginethespiderwebsdown

there.EverytimeIreminiscethatmarvelousday

thatdeservetogodownthebooksofhistory,Iget

wetinstantly.Itwaslikeloosingmyvirginityforthe

firsttimeandmyohmyMnqobiMpungosedidthe

girlgood,Iwasscreaminglikeabitch.Iamcrazy

inlovewithmymanandIwillnotletanythingsteal

thisjoyfromme.

Mnqobi:yousmilingtoyourself,whatareyou

thinkingabout?Ihopeit'sme



Thisfool,nowI'mblushinglikecrazy

Me:wellyouallthatoccupiesmymindthesedays

Mnqobi:pleasedon'ttrickmeintonotgoingtowork

MaBhengu

Me:"willthatbesuchabad",Idropaspoon

purposelyandbendseductivelytopickitup,

pointingmyassallout,I'mnotgiftedinthat

department,itsnotflatbutasmallnyanabump,but

Igotkillerlonglegstocompensate,

Mnqobi:"fuck,yousobad",helickedhislowerlip

andthenbitit,"inthebedroomNOW

Me:oopsIfollowhimlikeachildintrouble



Mnqobi:yousuchabadgirlandIloveit

Me:andIloveMrpleasurepumpinmedaddy

Mnqobi:fuckFuthiyouwillbethedeathofme

Ihavenoideawherethisnaughtygirlcamefrom

butIamalwaysinthemood,Iwantitallthetime

andguydelivers.Hefucksmestraighttosleep,

believemeI'mstillsweetandinnocentbutjustnot

inthebedroomwithMnqobiit'slikeheunleashes

somethinginme.I'mlookingathissexybody,

thoseperfectlytonedmusclesandmyclitis

throbbing.HiseyesaresmallandredIknowhewill

domesenseless.

Me:yousodamnsexyMpungosewami

Mnqobi:"takethatnightieofFuthiIwanttosee



everyinchinyourbody",Idid

HedidthingsIcan'tevenputtowords,Iwas

screamingontopofmyvoice,heneverdissapoints,

hestillmadeittoworkalittlelatethough.Myfather

inlawwillhavetoforgivemeonthatone.

Iwasbackatthekitchenmakingbreakfastboth

MasabathaandIhavelatelecturestoday,thegirlin

studyinginteriordesignatDUT.Inormallytravel

withNkosanabecauseweareinthesamecampus

butwedropoffSabathafirst.TodayNkosanahas

earlyclasseswhichmeansweneedtoUber

ourselves.Masabathawalksinsulking

Me:andthelongface?

Sabatha:Imissmymanespeciallynowthatyou

werescreamingyourlungsoutearlyinthemorning



Me:"I'msorry"headinmyhand,Ididn'tmeantobe

loud

Sabatha:it'salright,wehaveanhourtogetreadyso

stopdaydreamingabouthisdickandgoshower

Me:"OKok",Irunofftotheroom,Iknowshe's

shakingherheadandsayingncncnc.Shemust

waituntilshegetsdefloweredandshewillknow.

************

Nkosazane

IhavebeenavoidingJasonandIpromiseyouifhe

triesshowinghisfaceIwillbeattheshitoutofhim,

I'mgladMJisbackatleastIhavesomeoneto

spendmydayswith.Yourgirlhastwomoreyears

andI'moutofthisplace.Ican'twaittobeinthereal



worldandmakeanameoutofmyself.Mybirthday

iscomingsoonandIjustwantanewcar,Ihave

beensogoodIhopedadhasbeennoticing.

MJiscomingmyway,wearenowgoodfriends

whowouldhavethought.Shelostallherbabyfat,

she'sgotaflatbuttyepbutherlegsaretodiefor

damn,youmustseeherinheels.Anywayshelooks

abitoffishIhopeshe'snotfightingwithLanga,they

aresocutetogetherandCaraneisjustacherryon

top.Shespendsmostofhertimewithmyfamily

stillsothelovebirdscanfocusonschool.

Me:troubleinparadise?

MJ:nope

Me:youlookoffish



MJ:"doyouwantustogrababite?",Inodmygaze

stillfixedonher.

Myphonebeeps,it'saFacebooknotification,I

quicklypressonit.Ipausetoleteverythingsink,

hereitisNkataggedwiththesamegirlhewas

dancingwiththeotherday,peopleareaskingifit's

truethatsheispregnant.Iscrolldownandthere'sa

pictureofthegirlandyepshe'spregnant,shehas

tiedherbraidsinaponyandImustadmitshelooks

pretty.

Ididn'tnoticedIwascryinguntilIfeltMJwipingmy

tearswithatissue

MJ:I'msorry,Ican'tbelieveNkawoulddothat

Me:itsalrightwenottogetheranyway



MJ:Nkosazane

Me:Ineedtogo

Irantomycaranddrovestraighttothesalon.I

orderedthemtocutallmyhairoff,thisismeletting

goofeverything,thisismywayofshowinghow

muchallofthisisaffectingme.Thebarberis

unsurewhethertoproceedornotbecauseofmy

tearsthatwon'tstopflowing.

Me:"cutitplease",Isaidsharplyandhedid

AfterthisI'm goingstraighttothemall.

***********

TheseniorladiesaregatheredatNonduand



Busani'swiththeirgrandchildrenincludingCarane,

theyrotatetheirplaydatesamongstthehouseholds

andtodaytheyarevisitingKhanyisileand

Nokukhanya,thesearethenamesBusaniand

Nondumisogavetotheirtwins,yesGodblessed

themwithtwoprincessesandtheyarethemost

adorablethingever.Youmustseehowtheyfuss

overthem,there'seventimetablesofhowoften

theyneedanappychange,theyhavedownloaded

appsonthephonestotracktheireverything,it's

uneccessaryifyouaskmebutthisistheirtreasure

andNondumisoalmostdiedtowardstheend.She

hadtoundergoceasereanbecauseherblood

pressurewasshowingherflames.

ShewasintearsfordaysnotbelievingthatGod

gaveherasecondchanceafterLihle,Busaniworks

mostlyfromhomeaswell,hedoesn'twanttoleave

theirside,itisbeautifultowatch.

Ntombi:canwehaveaturntooifit'snottoomuch



toask

Nondu:"ohsuresorryguys",sheputherheadinher

handsdramatically

Ntando:weunderstandbuttheyarealsoours

Pretty:sharingiscaring

Theyburstoutlaughing

Nondu:I'msorrybafaziIthinkI'mobsessed.

Ntombi:heybafaziourboyshavegrown,soMnqobi

andNkosanahavefoundgirlfriends

Ntando:Mthobisimentionedit,apparentlytheyfit

khaxa(perfectly)intothefamilyandtheyare



beautiful

Nondu:regardlessweneedtoputthemintoatest

Ntando:Iagree,wedon'twantthelikesofabo

AmberandPamelatillthisdayIwishIcouldmeet

upwiththem

Nondu:Iknowhowyoufeel,thatbitchLondekamay

hersoulrestinshit,sheruinedmyboy

Pretty:IworryaboutLiyanda,Isawhimwiththis

womanalittleolderthanhim,sorryI'msnitching

butIdon'tapprove

Nondu:Idon'tapprovealsoaibo

Ntombi:calmdownyouhaven'tevenseenher



Nondu:seewhatmfazi?,Pretty'seyesareenough.

Yandadeserveafreshstarts,mychildhasbeen

throughalotandcougarwon'tgivehimthat

Ntando:thathaYandatheBen10

Nondu:Ben10isshit,letmyeyeslandonthatold

hag,Iwilldragherwithhertackyweaveonthefloor,

she'sbusyreleasingherbadluckonmychild

Ntando:atleastthere'spotentialforyoubafazi,

Ntsikaischasingskirtslikethere'snotomorrow,

likefatherlikesonI'mtellingyou

Ntombi:ohpleaseNtsikaisabrilliantchild,I'msure

it'stheotherwayroundplustheyallcomingfrom

there.



Pretty:andthanthere'smyboyNkanyeziwhois

madlyinlovewithyourdaughtermfaziandwhat

doesZanedo?It'snotfair

Ntombi:mfazilet'snotevengothere

Ntando:iftheyaremeanttobetheywillfindaway

backtoeachother

**********

Laterthatday

EnhlearrivedhomethearomaofMuttonCurry

waftingintheairallthewaytohergrumbling

stomach.

Enhle:smellsniceinhere,can'twaittoeat



Ntwe:thenhurry,gofreshenup

Enhle:I'mexhaustedI'mgladmacameforthetwins

Ntwe:weneedtotalkaboutthatsohurry

Shedissappearedintotheroomandcameback

lookingfreshandcomfortable.Ntwenhlealready

setupthetable.

Enhle:whattimedidyoucomeback?

Ntwe:fromEnzoIcamestraight,Icouldn't

concentrate

Enhle:mmmmh



Ntwe:"mkamipleasesit",hepulledthechairforher

Enhle:thankyou,thislooksgreatSengwayo

Ntwenhlesmiledchuffedathimselfforajobwell

done.

Ntwe:babeEnzohasbeensickalotlatelywhich

resultedinmebeingashittyhusbandandadadfor

thatIamsorrymuntuwami,youknowIloveyouso

muchandcannotbewithoutyou.Iguesstheidea

ofhavinganeldersonoverwhelmedmebutI

promisefromnowon,Iwillmanagemytimebetter.

Enhle:mmmmhbabedotrustme?

Ntwe:withmylife



Enhle:Iwillbeback

Sheranupstairsintotheroom,shecamebackwith

anenvelope.

Ntwe:yohmaHlaseNqobizithasuggesedwedo

imbelekoforEnzobecausemaybethatisthe

reasonwhyhissick,theancestorsdon'trecognize

him

Enhle:"openthis",shehandedtohimtheenvelope,

frightenedofthereactionshewillgetfromhim.

Ntwenhleopenedtheenvelope,withthewayhis

eyesweremovingfromonesidetotheotheryou

couldtellhewasreadingattentivelyhestoppedand

hisfacialexpressionharden.Hestoodupand

headedtotheroom.Enhleclearedthetable,

washedthedishesandsatdownstairs.Afterawhile

ofnomovementorcommunicationshedecidedto



callShakes.

Shakes:kotizawami(mywife)

Enhle:pleasecomehome,Idon'tknowwhatto

think,Ithinkhismadatme

Shakes:Iwillbetherenownow,okay

AfteragoodfifteenminutesNtwenhlecamedown

theroomcarryingaguninhishand.Enhlestoodup

immediately.

Enhle:Ntwenhlemylove,youneedtocalmdown

pleaseSengwayo,Gwabini,Ncwane,Nyamakayishi

Ishangababhabhazeli,ZunguIambeggingyouthis

isnotthewaysthandwasami



Ntwenhlestoodatthebottomofthestairsstaring

atEnhleemotionless,Enhleranuptohimwithtears

streamingdownherface,shesankinhisarms.

Ntwe:whyMbalenhle

Enhle:I'msorrymuntuwami

Shakescameinsweatingfrompanicking.

Shakes:Ntwenhlegiveittome

Ntwe:ungishayengebhomubafo,minawonkeloya

nondindwa(sheplayawholeNtwenhleforafool,

thatharlot)mademefightwithmywifeneglectmy

kidsforachildthatisnotevenmine.Ngiyacelain

thenameofGodningiyeke,ngiyekeleningizanelise

(pleaseleaveme,letmesatisfymyself)



Shakes:bafoyouknowwedon'tkillwomen

Ntwe:there'sanexceptionforher

Enhle:pleasebabe,letmehandlethis,Ipromise

ManziniIwillhandlethisokay

Shakes:canIhavethatgunplease

Ntwe:I'msorryMbaliyami,I'msoangryatmyself

rightnow

Enhle:aslongasyoulearntsomething

*********

ATNKOSENYE’S



Nkosenyedecidedtoknockoffearlytodaysohe

canspendsomequalitytimewithhiswife,hegot

hometoanemptyhouseforachange.Hewentto

theroomandchangedintosomethingcomfortable.

Heheadedtothekitchenfordrink,whenheheard

thedooropen.

Nkosi:ohZane

Zane:baba

Nkosi:KWENZEKENIKUWENA(whathappenedto

you?)

Zane:nothing

Nkosi:"whydoyoulooklikethis?",Clearlyshocked



Zane:dadthere'snothingwrong

Zanelefthisfathershockedandproceededtoher

room.

NkosenyequicklygothisphoneanddialedNtombi.

Ntombi:othandiweyowami(mylovedone)

Nkosi:youbettergetherenow

Ntombi:iseverythingalright?

Nkosi:Inganeyakhoingenweamadimoni,youneed

tocomeandprayforher(yourchildispossessed

bydemons)



Ntombi:calmdown,Idon'tgetyou

Nkosi:she'swearingfullblack,blacklipstick,

ugundeimbunculu(shedidachiskop)justgethere

please.
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SamkewasasupervisorataCasinowhichisnot

thatbadbutherpaywastotalpeanutsandthat

frustratedhertothecore.ItwasFriday,theplace

waspacked.youwillbeshockatthenumberof

peoplewhoareaddictedtogambling,especiallyold

people.Theyspendhoursandhoursloosingand

winningmoneybutheythisistheyhappyplaceand

itpayssalariessoIt'snoneofourbusinessreally.

Samkewasachancerandhermanagerdidn'tlike

herthatmuchbuthishandsweretiedbecausethe

bosslovedSamke,hesangherpraises.Hewaited

somanyyearsforhertomessupsohecanfireher

tonoavailit'salmostlikethegirlisalwaysastep

aheadofhim.Samkewasbusyattendinga

complaintwhenthemanagersummonedhertothe

privaterooms.

Samkesighedandrolledhereyes,shehatedher

manageraswell,andshewasworriedabouther

son'shealth.Shedraggedherfeettotheprivate



roomsandgottheshockofherlife.

ItwasEnhle,Zane,Sane,MJ,FuthiandMasabatha

reekingallsortsofhotness.Theywereseated

aroundabigtable,clothedinwinebottlesand

scrumptiousfingerfood.

Masabathastoodupshewashandsonandhated

stalling.

Sabatha:"sitdownbitchasyoucanseewearein

themiddleofsomething".Shepushedherroughly

andforcefullyfloppedheronachairnearby

Zane:ohpleasestoplookingatuslikethatsfebe

angithiwenayouthemastermindnx

Futhi:youhavereachyourdestination

unfortunatelyforyou



Sane:hushnowladiesdon'tyouscarethepoorgirl,

wecomeinpeace

Samke:canyoumakeitsnappyIhaveajobtogo

backtoo

MJ:wuuuuuufiesty

TheyallabruptinlaughterthatannoyedSamkeso

much,shewishedshecouldstrangleallofthem

Enhle:sisiweeeplease,pleasetellthemaboutthe

storyyoutoldmetheotherday,yestheonewhere

yourodeNtwenhle'sdickandmadethebaby.You

tellitsomuchbetterthanme.

Samke:veledon'tbepettyEnhle,Iamtheonewho

gavehimanheirnotyou



Sabatha:aiboIthoughtyouwerejokingsoshe's

gotawetmouthalso,wow

Futhi:soifyougavehimanheirthenwhyhideitfor

somanyyears,why?

Zane:uzochomangelahlelakhoeywenaSamke

(yougloatingaboutyourcharcoalson)

Samke:jealousymakesyounasty

Sane:mxm

Enhle’sfacechangedintoseriousness,theydidn't

comeheretoplay.

Enhle:asmuchasIenjoythis,Iamnotherefora



chitchatbuthereforbusiness.

Zane:soyouopenedyourlegsforacertain

somebodyatthelabtoforgethepaternitytestfor

you?Wellletmetellyou,yourpussywasnotworth

himloosinghisjobsohesanglikeacanary.

Samke:thatsonofthebitch

Enhle:NtwenhleknowsthatboyisnothissoifI

wasyouIwouldstartrunning,kodwauyislimawena

don'tyouknowwearemedicalpeoplewhoworksat

ahospital,didn'tyouthinkwithtimethiswillcome

out?

MJ:clearlyshe'sdumb

Futhi:wellIcalculatedallthemoneyourhusband

spentonyouandthechildandluckyforyouit's



onlyR150000,soyoumydeararegoingtopayit

back.Hereisaletterfrom MpungoseandSons

lawyers,stampedbythepoliceaswelldemanding

youtopay.

Samke:pleaseIcan'taffordit

Futhi:whyareyoulikethis?I'mnotdonetalking…

NowasIwassayingbeforeIgotinterrupted,we

havespokentoyourmanagerandheismorethan

willingtocutfromyoursalaryonamonthlybasis

Samke:mysonissickpleasedon'tdothis

Sabatha:hambisaInganekuboidingaimbelekoayi

lodotiowenzayo(takethechildtoitsrightfulfamily

andstopthisnonsensethatyouaredoing)

Zane:stopdraggingthenameofwomeninthemud.



Doyouknowhowmanysinglemomsouttherewho

wishthefatheroftheirchildrencanbeinvolved?

andhereyouarelyingaboutyoursaysisi

Sane:lookingforgreenerpastureswon'tsaveyour

son

Enhle:wecannurseEnzobacktohealthatthe

hospitalforfreebecausehisinnocentbutafterthat

Idon'teverwanttoseeyouagain,justthe

transaction.

MJ:stayawaybitch

**********

Monday



EnhlewashavinglunchinherofficewhenThami

camethroughwithtwocupsinhishand.

Enhle:DoctorJola

Thami:DoctorKhoza

Enhle:"Zungu,it'sDoctorZungu",puttingemphasis

Thami:"whatever",ifyouaskmethatguydoesn't

deserveyou

Enhle:andyouwouldknowthatbecause?

Thami:whichmaninhisrightstablemindwould

allowtheirbeautifulwifehavelunchbythemselves,

letaloneallowyoutowork.Ifyouweremine,you

wouldn'tliftafinger



Enhle:hardpass,IlovewhatNtwenhleandIhave,I

lovebeingindependent.

Thami:yeahyeah,Igotyouyourfavorite

Enhle:muggnbeanchocolatemilkshakeyeah

Thami:"yougotthatright",hehandsoverthe

milkshaketoEnhle

Enhle:ohmygoshthistakesmedownmemorylane,

weneverusetopassMuggnbeanwithoutbuying

these

Thami:Irememberitlikeitwasyesterday

Enhle:wehadsomereallygreattimes,thankyou



Thami:"nothankyouforeverlovingafool,afailure

likeme",hewipestearsinthecornerofhiseyes

Enhle:"ohnowayThamsanqayouwereneverafool

norafailure,IlovedyoualotandIthinkyouarea

phenomenalperson",shestoodupandwalked

aroundherdeskandsunkintohisarms.

Theystayedforawhileswimmingintheirtears,

aftersometimeThamilockedthedoorand

smashedintoEnhle’slipsandshegavehimaccess,

hedeepenedthekissthatcausedEnhletoletouta

softmoan,clotheswereoffandThamiwasrubbing

hishandontoEnhle'sflowerhiseyesfilledwith

nothingbutpassion.Justwhenhewasabouttodo

theunthinkableEnhle’spagerwentoff,shequickly

gotdressfeelinglikeshit.Thamifloppedontothe

chairnexttohimandborehiseyesontoEnhle’s

bodyreminiscingthethingshewantstodotoher.



Enhle:"youneedtogo",shesaidpacingupand

down

Thami:"youstilllovemeEnhleIcanseeitinyour

eyes",hesmirked

Enhle:NoIloveNtwenhle,thisisjustasillymistake

Thami:ifthepagerdidn'tgo,youwouldhaveletme

hitit

Enhle:shutthefuckup,youthinkthisisajoke.I

don'tloveyou,itwasjustamomentofweakness

nowLEAVE

Thamiclenchedhisfistbutquicklycomposed

himselfandsmiledatEnhle.Hewalkedovertoher

andwhisperedtoherears



Thami:Ican'twaittoburymyselfdeepinsideyou

Ntyatyambolami

Enhle:youaredelusional

HewalkedoutandEnhlecancelledallher

appointmentsanddrovehome.Shewassomadat

herselfforsuccumbingintotemptation,shekepton

cursinghittinghersteeringwheel,sheaccidentally

pressedonthehooter.Whydoeshestillhavesuch

aneffectonme,didIeverstoplovinghim.

Ntwenhleisgoingtokillme.

**********

Samkewaswalkinginthealleyofherhoodfroma

verybusyshift.Enzowasoutofthehospital,she

wasnowcollectingcouragetotalktoEnzo'sreal

dad,hewasanonfactor,anobodyandthatalone

madehercringe.Itwasaonceoffthingbuttheguy



wassodamngoodthatshedidn'teventhinkof

protection,shedidn'tthinkshewouldfallpregnant

becauseshewasonaninjection.Asshewasdeep

inherthoughts,shefellontothefloorwithathud.

Shewokeupwithathrobbingheadachestark

naked.Shescannedhersurroundingsanditwasn't

herhoodnomorebutanemptyroom.Shestarted

sobbingwhenfourfiguresinfullblackapproached,

theirfaceswerecoveredyoucouldn'tmakeoutwho

theywere.Theyhadwetbathtowelsintheirhands,

withoutsayingawordtheystartedlashingonher

nakedbody.

Shescreamedforhelpbutnothing,oneofthe

figurespouredoilbySamke'sfeet,sheslippedand

fellbackonthefloorl,theycontinuedgivingher

hardlashesonherbody,Samkecriedaskingfor

forgivenessbecauseclearlyshe'sdonethemwrong

butnotsurewithwhat.Everytimeshewouldtryto

standup,shewouldslipandfallbutthelasheskept



oncoming.Thiswentontillherloudsobsbecame

silent.

Herbodywasonfire,shegaveuptryingtofight

longtime,shejustliedthereandtooktheminuntil

thepunishersgottiredandcametoahalt.Stillno

word,theypickedherupandthrewherattheback

ofanSUVafteracoupleofminutetheythrewher

nakedbodyinaroadclosertoherhood.

********

America

Nandi

Atorrentofrainwaspouring,Isquealedin

excitementbecausethismeanslotsoffood,warm

clothesandNetflixthat'smyfavoritething.IfIhad



amanIwouldputcuddlingonthelistbut

unfortunately.IwasdrivinghomefromCampus

reminiscingofthedishIwanttoeattoday,guysyou

wouldbesoproudofmemycookinghasimproved

tremendously.Iamtalkingaboutseriousdishesnot

MacandcheeseandSpaghetti.AsIwasdrivinga

womansittingunderasheltercaughtmyattention,

shehasherheadinbetweenherknees,Itryto

ignoreherbutsomethingkeepsdrawingmetogo

toher.

Istopthecarandgrabtheumbrellabythebackseat,

Iamaprincessafterallandmydutiesarewiththe

peoplebutnotherehoneyIremindmyself,Ichuckle

asIapproachher.

Me:Hello,areyouokay?

Her:yeahthanks



Me:itspouringMamIdon'tthinkit'swisetobeout

here

Her:yougoonyounglady,I'malright

Me:No,asyoucanseeIampregnantandifIstay

hereanylongerImightgetsick,butIamnotgoing

anywhereuntilyoucomewithme

Her:"youstubbornIcantell",shestoodupand

followedme

ShehoppedonandIdroveoff,wearrivedathome.I

showedheraround,Idon'thavemuchshewillhave

totakethecouchbecausemysecondroomis

emptyreadytobeturnedintoanursery.

Me:I'mMeaganZulu



Her:MarciaSanchez

Me:youknowI'mgoingtopryright?

Her:Icantell,wellIhavenowheretogo.Myex

husbandisaverydangerousman,hedivorcedme

andthrewmeoutlikeadog

Me:whydon'tyougobackhome

Her:that'soutofthequestionforme,Iburned

bridgesandIknowIcan'tfixthem

Me:that'shectic

Her:I'mfromMexicoandthatswheremyfamilyis,I

leftthemtobuildalifeherewithCarlosandthisis

whatIgetforchoosingmyfamilyoverhim



Me:I'msorry,tellyouwhatsincewebothalonein

thisworldwhydon'tyoustayherewithme?

Her:suchayounggirlallalonewhy?

Me:mymotherwaskilledbyevilwitches,theytook

overourpalacebysleepingwithmydad,andthen

mybrotherandhispregnantdiedalso.IknewIwas

nextwhenonenightioverheardtheirplanwith

theirsonwhomIknewasmybestfriendforyears.I

ranawayandIdon'teverwanttogoback.

Her:wow,soyouareaprincess

Me:averylostprincess

Her:wellIcan'tstayhereforfree,Icouldn'tdothat

toyou



Me:youcouldhelpmearoundthehouseandlook

aftermybabywhenheorsheborn?Iwillpayyou

Her:nopayment,Iwilldoitfromthebottomofmy

heartjusttopayyourkindnessforward,thankyou

princess

Me:ImadeaSouthAfricandishIhopeyoudon't

mind,it'sSampandbeanswithMuttoncurry

Her:soundsyummyIcan'twaittotryit.We

Mexicansusespicestocookaswell,wheredoyou

getyourCurry?

Me:IloveCurry,IgetitfromasmallIndianshopnot

farawayfromhere,butit'snotthesamelikehome

Her:youmisshomedon'tyou?



Me:"alot,butmylifeisherenow",shenods

Her:whereisthefather?

Me:"around,hisanonfactor",Istartcrying

Her:"Icanhaveawordwithhim",sheraisedher

eyebrows

Me:nahitsmyfault,thethinkisIhavefalleninlove

withhimbutIknowIcan'thavehim,hemadeitvery

clear

Her:"I'msorry",shepulledmeintoherembrace

Herarmswerehome,IletitalloutImissedmy

momsomuch.



Her:GodneverblessedmewithchildrenbutnowI

knowwhy.
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ATNKOSENYE’S



Nkosi:NtombenhleIhavetoldyoucountlesstodeal

withthis,whatkindofnonsense

Ntombi:ehliseumoyaHlase(calmdown),likethe

childsaidwemustallowhertodealwiththisher

ownway,shoulditgetoutofcontrolthenwewill

intervene

Nkosi:it'salreadyspiralingoutofcontrolawuboni

yiniwena?YiniyonaleengakaebangauNkosazane

afakeamarujiamanyama,izingubozimnyama

KUFEBANI??(can'tyousee?Whathappened

happenedforhertotoputblack,wearblackclothes,

whodied??)

Ntombi:noonesthandwasami,she'slettinggoof

thingsinherlifeandthisishowsheisfightingthe

painorshouldIsayshowingushowshereallyfeels

inside.Wecannotbeaddingfueltothefire,weneed

tobesubtleandsupportourchild



Nkosi:aimaan

Nkosanawalkedinwithacakeinhishand.

Nkosa:"happybirthdaytome",hesaidopeninghis

hands

Ntombi:"happybirthdaymyboy"shepulledhim

intoherembrace,

Nkosa:where'smybetterhalf?

Nkosi:ubhiziuzilileegumbinilakhe,yoursisteris

givingmegreyhairs

Nkosa:relaxBhovungane,it'saphaseIkeeptelling

you,she'sgoingthroughstuffbutallinall



Nkosazaneiswell.

Nkosi:"happybirthdayBhovungane",hehugged

himaswell,"I'msorryI'mbombardingyouinstead

ofacknowledgingyou

Nkosa:"uzomelwainhliziyo(youwillhaveaheart

attack)canyouimagineifyoudienow,another

manwilltakeoveryourdutieswithBellaunyenyii

usuyispoki",(andshowyouflameswhileyouarea

ghost).

heburstedoutlaughing,Nkosenyepunchedhis

shoulder.

Nkosa:"ouch"heheldhisshoulder,"carryon

worryingaboutsmallthingsandyouwillsee"

Nkosi:uyanya(youshittingyourself)



Nkosa:"carryon",hedissappearedintoZane'sroom.

Ntombi:Aveunehaba(youliketoexeggerate)

Nkosi:becauseNkosazaneismydaughterIhaveto

takeaction

Ntombi:relaxpleaseit'stheirbirthday,let'sget

readytobringtheirpresents

Nkosi:threethingsNtombenhle,Igaveyouthree

options,1.Takehertoapastorforprayertoremove

thedemons,2.Takehertotherapy,3.Allowmeto

usemyrodliketheBiblesay,ngivumele

ngimnenebulangendukuazophumawonkela

madimoni(allowmetobeatthedemonsoutofher)

Ntombi:youwilldonosuchthing,pleasegoandget



ready

Nkosi:fineI'llgobutwearenotdonehere.

Ntombi:Iam

___________

INNKOSAZANE'SROOM

Nkosa:myloveyourfatherisloosingtheplot

Zane:helovestoexeggerate,hisexhausting,it's

beenthreemonthslove

Nkosa:kantwenahowlongdoyouplantocarryon

likethis,thisisnewtous



Zane:untilI'mready

Nkosa:soit'snotapermanentthing

Zane:I'mnotsure

Nkosa:dadwillhaveaheartattack,I'mtellingyou

Zane:akabhediloyo,ngihlekangizengilaleuma

sevukweIzintozakhe(heissosilly,Ilaughtillmy

stomachhurtwhenhisstartingwithhisthings)

Nkosa:"it'sbecausehelovesyouNkosazane,weall

dojustknowthat",shenoddedplayingwithher

fingers

Zane:"happybirthday",sheattackedhimwithahug,



changingthesubject.

Nkosa:"happybirthdaytoyoutoo",Igotyourgiftin

thecar

Zane:"wellIgotyourshere",shehandedhima

wrappedbox

Heopenedtheboxenthusiasticallyandhejumped

inexcitementwhenhiseyesmettheIcecream

TimberlandsjustliketheonesNtsikajustbought,

NtsikaandhimlovedTimberlandsandcombat

boots.

Nkosa:"FuckZanehowdidyoupullthisoff,he

kissedthem

Zane:wellNtsikakindofhelpedme,heactually

shippedthemformebutIpaidforthem



Nkosa:Thankyousomuchmylove,thisismy

treasureIlovethem

Zane:"I'mglad",shegavehimatightsmile

Nkosa:Iwillbebackwithyourgift

AfterashortwhileNkosanacamebackwithtwo

giftbags.Zaneopenedhergiftbagandoutcamea

beautifuldesignerburgundyvelvetsuitandblack

Givenchyblockheelsintheotherbag.

Zane:"thisisgorgeousmylove,Iloveloveit,thank

you",shejumpedhughim.

Langawalkedinwithabouquetofflowers,agift

bagwithaChateauGateauxcakeintheotherhand



Langa:deliveryforaMissNkosazaneKhoza

Nkosa:watkynbro

Langa:lekkerbro

Zane:"thankyouLangathatisverysweetofyou",

shegenuinelysmiled

Langa:"ohnothisisallfromNkanyezi,I'mjusta

deliveryguy",

heplacedeverythingonthecounterandwished

Zaneahappybirthday.Theystayedtogetherfora

while,NkosanawalkedLangaout,Zaneputher

flowersinavaseafterinhalingthemtakingintheir

scent,whichcausedhertosmile.Shethenopened

thegiftbagwhichconsistedoftwoboxesonewas



smallerthentheothers,sheopenedthebiggerone

firstandbeholdarosegoldbohemianmultilayered

pendantengravedwithatinycrownandastar

whichsymbolisestheirnames.Nkosazanesoftly

sobbedwhensherealizedhowmuchshemissed

him.

Sheopenedtheotherboxanditwasabeautiful

rosegoldringshapedlikeashootingstar,itwas

engravedinsmallwritting*"Ipromise"*,therewasa

messageinalittlecardanditread,"Ipromiseto

loveyouanddorightbyyouwiththisring,ifyou

stilllovemeandbelieveinus,youwillwearit"*.She

quicklyputitonandfitperfectly,Nkosanacame

backtogethertheyhavebeensummonedbythe

parents.

WhentheywalkedoutsideNtombiandNkosenye

alongwiththerestofthekidsscreamedsurprise,it

wastwoAudicars,ablackAudir8forNkosanaand

awhiteAudiA3forNkosazane.Thetwinssquealed



inexcitementandthankedtheirparents.

Nkosa:"dadIsaidIwantedaMercedes?",Hesaid

sarcastically

Nkosi:youwillbuyitwithyourownmoney

Bhovungane

Theyalllaughed….

***********

Enhle

Inthepastcoupleofmonthsthingshavebeen

devine,Ntwenhlegotoverhispitypartyandweare

backtonormal,Icouldn'tbeanyhappier.The

hospitalisdoinggreat,Itooktimeandreflectedon



mydisgustingbehaviorandIcanjustsayIalways

wonderedhowthingswouldhavebeenifThami

didn'tgetsick,IwasmadlyinlovewithhimandIleft

becauseIwasscarednotbecauseIdidn'twanthim.

Havinghiminthehospitalhintingthathewanted

meawakenedsomesortofunresolvedfeelings

insideofmebuttrustmeNtwenhlecomesouton

top,IamnowcertainthatIlovehimwitheverything

inmeandIWILLNOTbetraywithThamiit'snot

worthit.

Ithoughtoffiringhimortransferringhimbutthan

thatwillseemasifIstillwanthimwhichIdon'tsoI

willstickitthroughtilleverythinggoesbackto

normal,hecouldsuethehospitalforthis.Ifeel

horriblethatIledhimonlikethat,heprobablyfeels

invinciblethinkinghecantakeNtwenhleon,yane

thatwasstupid.

It'sbeenthreemonthsnowandIhaven'tseenhim

whichisgreat,hemuststayinhislane.Theone



thatreignsinmyheartwaltsinwithlunchyaaay.

Ntwe:hellosexymama

Me:"Manziniwamiomuhle",Istooduptohugand

kisshim.

Ifeelwetinstantlyjustbyhistouch,howcouldI

tradesuchIwouldbeafool.Istartfiddlingwiththe

frontofhistrouserandheresponds.

Ntwe:wavuseabalelemanjeMbaliyami(youhave

awokenthesleeping)

Me:balalelenivele(whyaretheysleepinganyway)

Caution agerestrictions

[narrated]



Ntwenhlesmashedhislipsontoheranddeepened

thekisswithmuchurgency,hesweptEnhle’sdesk

withoneswiftthefileslandedabruptlyonthefloor.

HepulledtheGstringtothesideandrammedinto

herwhileshebalancedonherdeskforsupport.She

wasamoaningmess,thepleasurewas

indescribable.Ntwenhlewasworshippinghiswife

likeshewastheonlygodheknewhewasgroaning

andthrowingcomplimentshereandtherewhenthe

doorflewopen,justintimewhenthecouple

explodedthunderouslyandNtwenhle'sseeddeep

insideEnhle.

Ntwe:"nexttimeknockorwaitoutside",hescoffed

Thami:sorry,Iwouldlockthedoortoavoidbeing

walkedinon

Ntwe:thisismywife,Ihavenothingtohide



Thami:"true",hesaidhisgazefixedonEnhlewho

wasfixingherselfinembarrassment

Enhle:howcanIhelpyouDoctorJola

Thami:uhmI,wanttoscheduleameetingwithyou

Enhle:youcouldhavedonethatwithmyPAoutside

Thami:yeahshe'sonlunchsoIthoughtI…Ntwenhle

cuthimshort

Ntwe:comebackwhenshe'sback,Idon't

appreciateyoubargingintomywife'soffice

Thami:"I'llwillbookanappointmentthen",he

smirkedassoonashewasoutsideheroaredin



anger

Ntwe:hisnotgoingtolastlonginthishospitalandI

willmakesureofit

Enhle:nofunnybusinessMrZungu,nowwhat'sfor

lunch

Ntwe:Iactuallywenthomeandmadeussubway

sandwiches

Enhle:yum,thankyou,Iloveyoursubs

Ntwe:youbettereatupbecausethatwasbaby

number3inthere

Enhle:hahahaI'moncontraceptivesbaby



Ntwe:weneedtotalkphelangifunasandise

umndeni(Iwantustoexpandthefamily)

Enhle:andwewill,letmebreathefirstplease

Ntwe:okayfine,hepeckedherlipsandmoaned

Enhle:ayiManzinibehave

***********

6MONTHSLATER

America

Nandi



Marciahasbeendevine,Godworksinmysterious

waysindeed,ourarrangementissobeautiful.She

issternwhenneedbeandfunmostofthetime.I

amamotheryouguys,Igavebirth6monthsagoto

abouncingbabyboy.Heisthecutestthingyou

haveeverseen,asplitimageofhisfather,ifonlyhe

knewbutheismineandI'mhappywithjustthat.

Idon'tknowwhatIwillhaveeverdowithmy

feelingsforElPilarandnowthatDinganeishereit's

worsebecauseheremindsmeofhimeveryday.We

areinOctoberandI'mdreadingitIcan'twaitfor

winterrecess,soIcanlazearoundandspendtime

withmyprince.ThenameDinganemeanstheone

whoissearching,becausewedon'tknowwhereour

destinationis,wedon'tknowwhereGodistakingus

butmylittleNavigaterherewillleadus,whichis

whyIsawthisnamebefitting.

IknowyougoingtojudgemebutIdon'tcare,thisis

whomyheartwantssoI'mherebyhisdoorstep,



OKI'malittlefashionablewhenIlookgoodIfeel

good.I'mdressinablackleatherminiskirt

flauntingmyskinnylegsandItuckedinmylong

sleevefluffymaroonjersey.Iknockandheopens

almostimmediately

ElPilar:"Meagan"wowyoulookgreat

Me:nomoreDiamante?CanIcomein?

ElPilar:sure,youdissappearedonmeforalmosta

year,I'mjustshockedtoseeyouhere

Me:"Ineededtimetomyself",Iheadstraighttothe

kitchenandpourmyselfsomewine

ElPilar:pleasecookforme



Me:yougoingtohavetoputaringonit

ElPilar:andyouwouldlovethatright

Me:depends,ifyouwouldloveit

ElPilar:wozala

Iwalkeduptohimwithaseriousface,heknows

exactlywhatIwant,hisexpressionmatchesmine.

ElPilar:let'stakethistothebedroom

Me:wantswrongwithhere?

ElPilar:wepastthat,Imissedyou



Hescoopedmeupandweheadedtothebedroom,

I'malreadyapoolbetweenmylegs.
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Bethelmusic:Itiswell(KristeneDiMarco)

SoletgomysoulandtrustinHim



ThewavesandwindstillknowHisname

Anditiswellwithme

Itiswellwithmysoul

Itiswell

Itiswellwithmysoul

Andthroughitall,throughitall

MyeyesareonYou

Andthroughitall,throughitall

Itiswell

Itiswellwithme

_____________

2YEARSLATER….

Itiswellwithme



Nandi

Thedayhetoldmehehastogobackhome,was

thedayIlostmyself.Iscreamed,Icried,Icursed,I

beggedbutnoneofthosetacticsworked.Hewas

adamantandtruetohisword,tillthisdaymyheart

weepsforhim,mybodyyearnsforhim.AllIhaveis

Dinganemyconstantreminderoftheripperofmy

heart.Weweresoclosetotherealthing,hewould

askmetosleepover,wewouldcookandstay

indoorsthewholeweekend.WewereclosebutI

guessnotcloseenoughtochooseme,Ididn'ttell

himaboutoursonbecauseit'sanobvioustrickto

trapamanintoarelationship,especiallyafterhe

emphasizedhowmuchhewasn'tready.

Ididn'twanthimtocompelledtostaywithusjust

becauseweaccidentallymadeachild,Ididn'twant

himtodissapointusandthenremindmeofhow

muchhewasn'tready,mostlyIdidn'twanthimto



resentmeforruininghislife.Dinganeisdoing

prettywell,maybesomedayIcangatherenough

couragetotellhim.Schoolisgoinggreat,Marcia

hasbeenphenomenalsupport,Godhasbeen

smilinguponmeandwiththatIcansayitiswell

withme.

_________

Masabatha

Twoyearsdown,onemoretogoandthenIclose

thischapterofearlymorningsrushingtolectures.

Mymomtriedtoreachout,thecheekofthat

woman,Idon'tknowwhatIeverdidtohertodothe

thingsshedidtome.Aftermydaddiedshebecame

acreatureIcouldn'trecognize,she'smarriedtothe

bottleandthat'sthat.YouwonderingwhyIhave

beenaloneallthoseyears?,IwouldbedeadifI

didn'tstemawayfromthatwoman.



Nkosana,wellNkosanahisbeengreatmylovefor

himhasescalatedtothemaximumandIdontever

wantittoshrink.Hespoilsme,supportme,heloves

me.Ieventriedtogiveupthecookiebutheplain

refusedandtoldhewillwaitforwhenIamready.

Hedoesn'tgetit,I'mnotonewhoiskeepingitfor

marriage,IalwayswantedittobewithsomeoneI

trulylovesothatIcancherishthemomentforever,

evenifwedon'tenduptogether.Hedoesn'tgetit

thatI'msocurious,Iwanttoexperienceitasinlike

now,thewaitistortureformebutitiswell.

__________

Zane

Myhairhasgrownintoabushysmallafro,Ihave

toneditdownabitwithmyblackstuffbutevery

onceinawhileIrockupmyinsuchnetforcontrol



andguysyoushouldseemyfather'sfacewhenIdo,

it'shilarious.YourgirlgraduatedinBachelorof

engineeringinmechatronicscumlaude,yesyour

girlgotbrains.I'mthinkingoffurtheringmystudies

afterItakeagapyear.JasonandIhavebeenon

andoff,hetriedinitiatingsexthisonetimeI

slappeddaylightsoutofhim,hisdisrespectful.His

nottalkingtomeatthemomentbecauseIrefused

totakeoffmyring,mybeautifulshootingstar,he

mustbesmokingsomehighgradewhongatothink

hecandictatemylife.AnywaysI'mexcitedofwhat

thefutureholdsforme,itiswellwithme.

__________

MJ

Theuniverserejectedmesomanytimes,Iwas

convincedeveryonehatedmetoo,myparentsdon't

giveafuckaboutmestill.Ihavebeendeadfora

longtime,Ithrivedinrecruitinglivelypeopleand



thenmanipulatethemintothinkingtheyarebroken

justlikeme,justsoIdon'tfeelalone.Ilivedjustfor

thesakeofthebreaththatwaswastedonme,it

keptflowingthroughmynostrilsanditdepressed

mefurther.Wellmyshellisslowlyfixingitselflike

thatofasnail.Anewleafisturning,Ifeellikea

valuedmemberofasociety,Ifeellikeahuman,I

feellovedandIowethattoCarane,Langaandour

familyandfriendssothereforeitiswellwithme.

_________

Futhi

Imissus,theearlyrushinthemorningmaking

lunchandpreparingthekidsinthemorning,Imiss

ourbondingsessionbeforedinnerwhilechecking

homework.I'msuchabadmothermychildrenare

distance,Icanfeelthemslipthroughmyfingertips

andit'shorrible.Theyarebothenrolledinthose

fancyschoolsalongwithMnqobi’syoungersiblings



andboyohboytheyarehappy,Iknowitswrongto

thinkthis.IwishIcouldbetheonetogivethemall

thethingstheKhoza’saregivingthembutma

Ntombiadvisedmetotakethisopportunityanddo

me.

Ihavebeenouttheexperimentingandhavinga

timeofmylifewithloveMnqobi,Ihavedugmy

clawsdeepandIamnotlettinggo,hehasbeen

spoilingmerotten.Ididn'tknowIlovedrinkingand

dancingweclubeveryweekend.Onemoreyearand

I'mgraduatingthatalonemakesmefeelallsortsof

giddyinside.Inthemidstofallmyhappinessguilt

creepsinlikeathiefatnightasIthinkofmy

childrenbutitiswellwithme.

__________

Sane



Whenyoufall,youmustcrawluntilyouarestrong

enoughtojump,dustyourselfupandtryagain.

WhenIlostSenzimywallsclosedin,Icouldsmell

herscentalloverthehouseitwasdrivingmecrazy.

SoIpressedtheresetbuttonandstartedallover

again,Iseethingsinanewlightnow.Iam

SanelisiweMpungoseandIamreadytoexperience,

tobehappyandtoloveagainandthat'swhyitis

wellwithme.

__________

Enhle

Howdidmylifedegradefromhappytomiserable.

OneofthesedaysIwillbearrestedformurder,

Thamiisstillcrazyastheycome.Iwantedtolet

himgoandguesswhathethreatenedtotell

NtwenhleofourlittleencounterandI'mshittingin

mypantsbecauseIknowhowthatwillturnout.I

justrealizedhowfoolishIhavebeen,Ishouldhave



toldNtwethatThamiwasmycrazyexandnowit

lookslikeIhiditwithamotivehencethemomentof

weakness.Nowthisretardkeepsreminiscingthat

day,heevenremembersthecolorofmy

undergarmentsthatday,I'mofficiallyscrewedand

theonlywayistokillhim.WhenthatdaycomesI

willdenydenydeny.OntheotherhandZungu

boughtusanewhouseinUmngeniPark,itisoutof

thisworldandmydoubletroublebringsomuch

colortoit,Iguessitiswellwithme.
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BusaniwastouchingbasewithLiyandaaboutthe

problemsarisingwithintheturfs,theywere

brainstormingonhowtopreventandavoidthese

encountersinthefuture.Theymeetingwascut

shortwhentheyheardaloudbangoutside.Busani

thenrushedtoopenthedoor.



Voice:"SirIhaveawarranttosearchthisplace,we

weretippedthatthere'sdrugshiddeninthishouse",

shethenignoredBusaniandstartedscreaming

orderstotheotherofficers.

Busani:whatnonsenseisthis,whatdowehaveto

dowithdrugs?

Voice:youtellmeKingB

Busani:mxmungazongiphaphelawena

ntombazane,(don'tbeforward)whothehellareyou

anyway?

Voice:thenameisNontsikeleloKani,thenewthorn

onyourside

Busani:"youarookieIsee",hechuckledleavingher



standingtherewithherchestrisingandfallingfrom

frustration

Ntsiki:"TURNTHISPLACEUPSIDEDOWN,TAKE

OUTALLTHEFANCYEVERYTHING.PHEQULULA

ZONKE,ASIZUDLALAIZIKELEMNQATHINASOZE",

shescreamedoutofspite

BusaniandLiyandasatdownchilledasiftheywere

watchingamovie.Theykeptontakingyoungsips

ontheirdrinkswithpermanentsmirksontheir

faces.Theywerenotdumbtoleavetheirstufflying

aroundintheirhome.

Busani:"justsoyouknowNtsiki,ifyoudon'tfind

anythingIwillsuethatdumpyoucamefrom",he

saiditloudfromacrosstheroom,loudenough.

Nontsikelelowasfuriousbecauseoftenthemen

underminedherbecauseshewasyounganda



woman.Shewantedtoproveapointbybagging

KingB.

Ntsiki:"andifIfindsomethingIwilllockyouupand

throwawaythekey",shestoodconfidentlyinfrontof

Busani

Busaniburstedoutlaughingbecauseheadmired

herfirebutfeltsorryforher,shewasclearlynewat

thestationandstillhadthat"Iwillchangethe

world"attitude.MeanwhileLiyandawaschecking

heroutadmiringherconfidenceandbeauty.

Yanda:"I'mwaitingpatientlyheresoyoucanraid

measwell,youknowturnmeupsidedown",hebit

hislowerlip

Ntsiki:forgetit,younotmytypelittleboy



Yanda:"Ican'twaitforyoutobescreamingmy

name,ahahLiyandadeeperah",theyburstedoutin

laughteragain

Busani:"shiyaphansilentoeniyenzayoveleugane

layikhaya(leaveallthatyouaredoingandget

marriedintoourfamily),youwon'thavetoworka

dayinyourlifeNtsiki",hewinkedather

Ntsiki:"eewanisemuncu",hehuffedandstormed

away

Shescreamedevenloudertothepoliceofficerwho

werenowirritatedfromgoingonagoosechase.

Ntsika:TURNTHISFUCKINGPLACEUPSIDEDOWN

RHAAAAAA

Yandalookeduptohisdadandsmiled.



Yanda:Ifoundmymissingrib

Busani:"thenI'maproudfather",andtheyclinked

theirglasses

___________

HOMESWEETHOME

NkanyeziandNtsikaplannedtheyarrivalfor

months,theywantedtolandonthesamedaynet

forcontrol.NkaarrivedfirstandwaitedforNtsikaat

KingShakaAirport.Theysteppedoutandtookin

thefreshbreezethathittheirnostrilscoming

straightfromthesea.

Ntsika:"FuckI'mhome",hechuckled



Nka:"inthefleshbafo",it'slikeI'mdreaming

Ntsika:whatdowedofirst?

Nka:let'shittheclubbrowehavealottocelebrate

Ntsika:yesyesyesandyes

Theyahailedataxitotheirrespectivehomes…

__________

Mnqobi

Futhiiswilddon'tbefooledbythatsweetsmile

andhergorgeouseyes.Girliskeepingmeonmy



toes,I'mnotevengoingtomentionthebedroom

FUCK,I'mreadytowifeherassasintomorrowbutI

wanthertofindherfeetfirstandforhernotfeellike

I'mdoingeverythingforherbecauseIcanseehow

uncomfortablethatmakesherfeel.I'mdoingmy

utmostbestsothatsheseesthatsheisnota

charitycasebecausehonestlyngiyamthandaandit

warmsmyhearttoseeherhappyanddoingwell.

MaNontandohasfundswaitingforherwhenshe

finishesherdegreestoopenafamilybusiness

whichmeansIhavetomarryhersoon,Iwonderif

shewillwanttobemywifeoneday.Todaywe

goingclubbingasagroupandIhaveafeelingit's

goingtobefun.Andheresheisladiesand

gentlemenmywoman.Letmegiveyouaquickrun

down.Futhiistall,fairincomplexion,she'snot

slenderbutnotchubby,she'saverage.Tinyassand

longsexylegs,she'sgotakillersmilethatwillmake

youbuyheranaeroplane,thoseeyesthosegodamn

eyes.YeyymuhleumntwanaomuntuandIamone

luckybastard.



Me:Umausumuhlekanjekuthiwanikodwa

Mabhengu?(whenyoulookthisbeautiful,whatdo

wesay?)

Futhi:thisisallforyouMpungose

Me:changinenhlanhla(wowI'mlucky)

Futhi:noI'mtheluckyonetohavealovingpartner

likeyou

Me:let'sgodancing

Futhi:let'sgodancinglover

Shepecksmylipsandwalksawayscreamingfor

Masabathatocomeout,Nkosanawillbehereina



minutetofetchher.Todayumuntunomuntuwakhe

(everyonewiththeirpartners)becausewedon't

knowwhatthenightwillgivebirthtoo.

___________

Nkosana

Myboysareinthemotherlandalready,I'mtheonly

whoknowsandI'm superexcitedthisnightis

gettingbetterandbetter.I'mgettingmygirlat

Mnqobi’s,shehasn'tbeenkeenwiththenightlife

she'smoreofastayinwatchmoviesandcuddle

kindofgirl.ShevaluesqualitytimeandI'mhappy

withthatbecauseitbringsabalancetoour

relationship.Masabathaismakingmesoproudshe

isdoingsowellatschoolandIcanjustseethe

passioninhereyesforthecareerpathshehas

chosen,andIwilldoeverythinginmypowertohold

herhandtillshereacheswhereshewantstogo.



Thisgirlisdrivingmecrazy,Ihavebeenpracticing

somerealselfcontrolovertheyears,wehavebeen

doingthingstoeachotherobviouslybutnotthe

actualdeed,IwanthertobereadyGodknowsthe

thingsIwanttodotohergodamn.Shetriedtogive

itupafewtimesbutIsomehowfeellikeit's

becauseshefeelsIdoalotforherandthisisaway

tothankme.Shedoesn'tgetitthatIvalueherandI

seemyfutureinhereyes,thisisnotatransaction

butmepouringmyloveuntoher.I'mhereandIsee

thelovebirdsdriveoutMnqobihoots,ISqshow

himthumbsup,wewillseethemattheclub.

Ifindherleaningagainstthecounterinhermini

skirtwuuunkosiyamiIgethotinstantly.She's

lookingsohot,Iwanttotakeherrightthere.So

Masabathaisanaturalbeauty,shedoesn'tneed

enhancementstolookthepartshe'sshortandbust.

She'scaramel,withthemthicklegs.She'sfiestybut

hasaheartofgold,she'sjustlikeNkosazaneand

surprisinglytheygetalonglikeahouseonfire.



She'sbeautifulwiththatinnocentbabyface.God

knowsIloveherandIwantustowork.

Me:IthinkIneedtocarryagundynamite,thatskirt

willgetpeopleshottoday

Sabatha:youexaggerating

Me:haveyouseenyourself?Yousexymama

Sabatha:notsexyenoughIguess

Me:awuwhat'swrongnowdynamite

Sabatha:nothing,atleasttodayIwillgettoseehot

menwhowillseemesexyenoughtogivemesome

Me:ohsoyouwantdickMasabatha??



Sabatha:"Ehena",sherollshereyes

Me:okay,goandpackaweekendbagkesisiofuna

ipipi

Sabatha:"really",shesquealsinexcitement

Shedissappearsinherroom,thisgirlwillbethe

deathofme,soshe'sblackmailingmeby

threateningtogetanotherguytodeflowerher.Iam

introublehere.Shecomesbackwithabagbig

enoughforaweekendinDubai.

Me:"canIhavemyhappygirlfriendbackplease",

shesmilesandblush

Ipullherbythewaistandbringherclosetome.



Me:ifyoueverincludeanothermaninthis

relationshipMasabathabloodwillspill,angidlali

njalo(I'mnotplaying)

Sabatha:Iwouldn'tdreamofit

Me:good,nowlet'sgosoIcanshowoffmy

gorgeouswoman
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Theclubwaspackedwithnoroomformorebut



whentheBiznizenteredspacemagicallycame.It

wasavibe,youcouldn'tseethedancefloor,itwas

wallstowallsthemusicplayingasofitsinfused

withthebodies.Noonecaredtheyweresoalive

whiletheylockedhandsandturned,swirled,and

grindoneachother.Itwassexualbeneaththedry

icesmoke.NkanyeziandNtsikawerethelastto

arriveasplannedtoservetheirsurprise,thecircle

hadmanagetogetthemselvesatablebytheVIP,

theystrolledallthewaytowheretheotherswere

seated.

Nka&Ntsika:surprise!!

Thecalmbeforethestormistodescribethis

moment,whenalltheireyeswerepoppedoutand

mouthsdroppedopenbutafteracoupleofminutes

thecircledidthenecessaryandwelcomedtheboys.

Youcouldseetheyweremissed.

Mnqobi:youguyshavenoideahowhappyIamthat



youareback,damn

Langa:"metooIwasgettingtiredofbeingyour

errandboyNkanyezi",theyallbustedoutlaughing

Ntsika:it'sgoodtobehome,youhavenoidea

Nka:wegottoeathomecookedmealsthattasted

likeheaven,ohEnhleandNtwenhlearejoiningus

theyarejustrunninglate

Mnqobi:"cool,soIdon'thavetofeellikemotherhen

lookingafterherchicks",herollshiseyes.

Ntsika:nowIcanseemybrothersyouareholding

delicateflowersinyourhands,introductionplease

beforeIshootmyshot.



Nkosa:shootyourshotwhere?I'llkickyourass

backtowhereyoucomingfrom,yourwhitechickis

herebytheway

Nka:heyMJ

MJ:"hey",shesaidplayingwithherhands

Nka:youlookgreatandIsawpicturesofCarane

she'sbeautiful

MJ:"I'msorryforeverythingNkanyezi",shebusted

intotearsheremotionsboostedbyanexcessof

alcohol

Nka:"heyheyheycomeheresisinlaw,it'swater

underthebridge",hepulledherintoahug



Langa:aibrowhat'syourpraachiesnow,you

makingmystekiecry

Nka:sityourgoofyassdownCarvinletmehavea

momentwithmywife,shewasmyfriendbeforeshe

wasyourstekie.

Theburstedinlaughteragain.NtweandEnhle

enteredmajesticallyhandinhandfollowedbySane

andNkosazanebutonlythecouplemadeittothe

VIPbecauseZaneandSaneheadedstraighttothe

dancefloor.

Ntwe:youguyshavingfunwithoutus?

Mnqobi:wenotmarriedwithkids

Enhle:"hahaha",shesmackedMnqobi’sshoulder



Ntwe:soonyouwilljoinmeandyouwilladmitthat

it'sbliss

Mnqobi:"soonyousay",hestaredintoFuthi'seyes,

shesmiledandblush.

Nkosa:"wellIwasabouttointroduceourgirlstothe

internationalboyshere",nowalleyeswereon

MasabathaandFuthi

Mnqobi:"letmegofirst,thisisNtombifuthi

uMaBhenguyouallknowthestory.Goddelivered

herrightonmydoorstep",hepeckedherforehead

Nkosa:"thisismydynamite,myfutureMasabatha

Ndlovuandladiesthisisthemissingpiecetoour

circle",pointingtoNkaandNtsika.

Thegirlswereablushingmess,surroundedby



goodlookingmen.Yandawalkedinlookingalive,

freshlygroomedeven.

Yanda:"family"hesaidhappily

Nkosa:andthen?Whodoweoweformakingyou

thishappy?

Yanda:"youdon'twanttoknow",heturnedtothe

newlyarrived,"welcomehomemybrothersImissed

youguysbigtime".

Thenightwentonnicely,thecoupleswerenow

drunkastheyallmadetheirwaytothedancefloor.

Yanda,NtsikaandNkawereflyingsolosotheyjust

gelledwiththecrowd.

Masabathawasdrunkforthefirsttimeinherlife

andthatworsenedherurgeforasexualintercourse,



thewayshewasmovingtothemusicwasdriving

Nkosanatoafrenzy.Heheldontohernotwanting

toletgobecauseshehasearnedherselfacouple

ofeyes.Futhiwasdancingawaywithhermanlikeit

wasjustthemtwo,Mnqobilovedeverymomentof

it.

MJandLangawereliterallyallovereachother,they

justneededaroom.NtweandMbaliweredancing

sosensuallyyouwouldn'tmisstheonenessfrom

thedistance,Ntwenhleheldontoherfirmlyyet

delicateandshefeltsafeandlovedinhisarmsas

sheswayedherhipssidetoside,itwasasightto

see.

SaneandZanewereowningthedancefloor.Zane

wasgyratingandgrindingwithhereyesclosedlike

she'stheonlyoneintheroom,whenshefelt

familiararmsdrapingheraroundherwaist.

Zane:"Jason",shewhispered



Jason:whyareyoudancinglikewhoreforallthese

mentodrooloveryoulikethis

Zane:fokofwena,letmebe

Jason:thatfoulmouthofyourisgettingonmylast

nerve

Nkosazaneturnedaroundtofacehim.

Zane:andwhothefuckareyouJason?Whydon't

yougoandsaythattoyourironboardass

girlfriendandleavemewithmyfatasstodancefor

thesemen.MaybeIcanfindsomeonewhowill

lovemewithoutbodyshamingme

Jason:youaredelusional,I'mstayingrighthereso

youcanstopembarrassingyourself



Zane:gotoBritneyJasonI'mwarningyou,one

screamandmybrotherwillfallonyoulikeatonof

bricks

Jason:"I'mstayingrightherebitch",heheldher

tightforcinghertodanceonhimanditwasmaking

Zaneuncomfortable

ShetriedwigglingherselfoutofhisgripbutJason

tighteneditalmostbruisingher.

Zane:oneofthesedaysJasonyouwillregretwhat

youaredoing,letgoofme.

Jason:never

NextthingZanefeltJason'sarmsloosenaround

herandinaswiftmovementhewasbeingdragged



outtheclub,shecouldn'tmakeoutbywho.She

followedthemoutsideonlytobemetbytwofigures

beatingtheshitoutofJason.Sherantowardsthem

screaming"itsenough".Hereyesmeetwithhisshe

movedbackwardswithtearsstreamingdownher

face,sheturnedandranintotheroadnotknowing

whereshewasheaded.

Nka:Langatakecareofthis,Iwillgoafterher.

NkanyeziranafterZanewhowassobbingand

running.Heranevenfasterandscoopedheroffthe

floorsoshecouldstop.

Nka:youcominghomewithme

________________

Backattheclub



Enhlehadonetoomanydrinks,sheexcusedherself

togotothebathroomandNtwewastofollow

shortly.Justbeforeshecouldturnintothehallway,

strongarmspulledherintoadarkcorner.

Enhle:whatareyoudoinghereThami?

Thami:Icametodancelikeeveryoneelse

Enhle:letgoofme

Thami:Isawyouinthedancefloorswayingthose

hipsandfuckMbaliIjustwantedtotakeyouright

there

Enhle:Fuckyou



Thami:areyouwearingthatlaceyrednumberyou

woretheotherday

Enhle:stopwiththisnonsenseokay

Thami:comewithmemyloveplease,wecantake

thetwinswithus,andlivehappilyeverafter

Enhle:youdelusional

Thami:whatisitwithhimheh,whydoyoukeep

choosinghimoverme?Ifit'ssexIcandoitbetter

baby

Enhle:"Ilovehim,hismyhusbandand

NGIYAMTHANDA",sheemphasizedthelastpart

Thami:youpullingmyhand,youarefuckingpulling



myhand.Ihavebeenpatientwithyou

Enhle:stopthisnonsense,itwon'tendwell

Thami:withyoumaybebutIwillhavemywifeand

mytwins

HepinnedEnhletothewall,itwasasifthemusic

wasevenlouder.Heclosedhermouthwithone

handandweighedhisheavybodyonherandthe

otherhandslidunderEnhle’spanties.Shetriedto

wiggleoutofittonoavail.

Enhle:whatdoyouwantThami?withtears

streamingdownherface

Thami:bemine,I'mmadlyinlovewithyou.Wecan

elopewiththekidsjustmeandyou



Enhle:"Iwillthinkabout",heletgoofherwitha

smileonhisface

Thami:ifyoudoublecrossme,Iwilltellyour

husbandaboutourlittlemoment.IfIcan'thaveyou

thennoonecan.

Hethendissappearedinthecrowd,Enhle’surgeto

weevanished,shebrokedowncrying.Ntwenhle

strolledtowardsherwithquestioningeyes.

Ntwe:what'swrongMbalenhle,Ihavebeenlooking

alloverforyouandyourightherecrying.

Enhle:pleasetakemehome,Iwilltellyou

everything

Ntwenhlehoistedherupandpulledhergentlyby

thewaistandkissedher.



Ntwe:IloveyoumaHlase

Enhle:IloveyoumoreSengwayo

Theymadetheirwayout….

________________

MJandLangalefttheclubtoo,theyhadsome

seriousbusinesstosolve.Ntsikawassittingwith

NkosaandMasabathabytheVIPwhileMnqobiand

FuthialongYandawerekillingthedancefloor.

MasabathawasgivingNkosaalapdancethat

causedNtsikatochuckle.

Ntsika:goandservicethepoorchild,whyyou

actinglikeavirgin



Nkosa:Idon'twanttotraumatizeher,youknowwe

gifted

Ntsika:shewillgetusedtoit,theyalwaysdo.Now

gogetthemBhovunganeandmarkyourterritory.

Nkosa:Iplantoo

HewhisperedsomethingtoMasabathaandshe

noddedshyly,Ntsikachuckledsomemore.Theybid

farewellandleft,followedbyYanda.Ntsikawas

nowsittingallalonelostinhisthoughtswhenhe

feltataponhisshoulder.

Ntsika:Brooklynhey

Brooke:hey



Ntsika:longtimeyougood?

Brooke:IthoughtIwouldbethefirstonetoknow

thatyou'reback

Ntsika:comeonBrookenotthisagainit'sbeen

threeyears

Brooke:"Iwasjustsaying",throwingherhandsin

theairdefeated

Ntsika:I'moutofhere,Iwillseeyouaround

Brooke:canIcomewithyou,Imissedyou

Ntsika:No,focusonyourfiancéBrooklyn.I'mdone

withthis



Hewalkedouttheclubaloneforthefirsttimeand

hefeltgreat.

____________

EnhleandNtwewerewelcomedbymoansand

groanscomingfromtheguestroomandtheyjust

knewitwasNkaandZane.Theylookedateach

otherburstedoutinlaughter.

Enhle:thesetwowillbethedeathofme

Ntwe:"soonwewillbegoingbacktotheKhoza’sto

pluckanotherflower,theygardenisveryrichand

beautiful",Enhleblusheduncontrollably.

Ntwe:let'sgoupstairssoyoucantellmewhat

madeyoucryearlierattheclub.



Shit…….
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Nkosana

Versaceonthefloor



Ooh,takeitoffforme,forme,forme,formenow,

girl

Versaceonthefloor

Ooh,takeitoffforme,forme,forme,formenow,

girl

Iunzipthebacktowatchitfall

WhileIkissyourneckandshoulders

No,don'tbeafraidtoshowitall

I'llberightherereadytoholdyou

Girl,youknowyou'reperfectfrom

Yourheaddowntoyourheels

Don'tbeconfusedbymysmile

'CauseIain'teverbeenmoreforreal,forreal

YesesMasabathaisnaughty,nothisgirlisfreaky,

BrunoMarsisplayinginthebackgroundandI'm

watchingherswayherhipssidetoside,sheswirls



herwaistandgyrateallthewaytofloorandI'm

alreadyinafrenzymyheadfeelsdizzy.Sheturned

aroundandstartedtwerkingtothemusic,herbuns

movingupanddownandjiggling"Fuckthisshit",

I'mgoingallin.

Imademywaytoher,IlickmybottomlipsasIgrab

herwaistgently.

Me:areyoutryingtokillmedynamite

Sabatha:Ijustwantwhat'smine

Me:andyouwillgetit

Ispankherbuttanditjigglessomemore.Iheldher

handandledhertothebed.Shewantedthis

yesterdaybutweweretoodrunk,Iwantherto

rememberthisforaslongasshebreathes.Imake



hertwirlformesoIcouldfeedmyeyesonemore

timewithherscrumptiousbodybeforeIravishit.

[REMOVED]

Me:thankyouforseeingmeworthyofyourpurity

Sabatha:Thankyouforlovingme

Me:nowI'mneverlettingyougodynamite

Sabatha:veleotherwiseI'mgivingittosomeone

else

Me:bloodwillspillthat'sallIcansay

________

Enhle



It'sSaturdaymorningandI'mstillburiedunderthe

blankets,Ifeellikethemosthorriblepersoninthe

world.Ntwenhlestormedoutlastnight,hisphoneis

offandit'sallbecauseofme.Ican'tevenshowmy

facetoanyonebecauseI'mafraidtheywillbe

disgustedwithme.Ifeelformyphoneunderthe

wrinkledsheets,yepIfoundit.Idialhimagain….

Voicemailargh.IhearaknockoutsideIscreamfor

thepersontocomein.

Zane:Iboughtyoubreakfast

Me:I'mnothungry

Zane:it's12pmEnhleweworriedaboutyou

Me:Idon'twanttoeatokay,Ijustwantmy

Ntwenhle



Zane:whathappened?Weheardyoufighting

Me:Imessedupsis,Ibetrayedhistrustandnowhe

willneverlookatmethesame.

Zane:"I'msosorry",sheclimbsontomybedand

attacksmewithahug,Isobbedinherembrace

Me:IlovehimNkosazaneitwasjustasillymistake

Zane:didyoucheatonhim?.

Me:"No",Isaiddefensively,Ialmostdidanda

wholelotofthingsIkeptfromhim.Youshouldhave

seenhimZane,hewasfurious.

Zane:helovesyou,hewillforgiveyou



Myphonepings,Ijumpedonithopingforthebest,

butdissapointmentfillsmyface.It'sThami

*whyisyourhusbandlookingforme?Tellhimto

backoffbeforeIputabulletthroughhisskull*

Isobsomemore,thisisallmessedupandThamiis

stillverymuchcrazy.

________________

Yanda

I'mwalkingintothepolicestation,fingerscrossed

thatIwillfindher.Igostraighttothepoliceofficers

atfrontdesk.



Me:SawubonababaI'mheretoopenacase

Police:yougoingtohavetojointheQueuelike

everyoneelseinorderformetotakeyour

statement

Me:IwantLeutenantKanitotakemystatement

Police:I'mafraidshe'sbusy,goandsitdown

Me:youdon'tunderstandIneedtotalktoher,it's

urgent

Police:"awuhlalephansiwenamfana",hesaid

agitated,Ididn'tgiveafuck.

Istartedshoutingforher,thisshoulddothetrick.I

canseedisapprovinglooksfromthepeopleonthe



benches.Afterafewminutesshecomesthrough

lookingallsortsofsexyinheruniform,she

commandedpower.

Ntsiki:what'sallthisruckus?

Police:thismanwantstoopenacasebutonlywith

you

Shegawkedatmeforagoodminutebeforeshe

snappedoutofit.

Ntsiki:"followme",Ididlikealostpuppy

Sheledmetoasmalloffice,withadesk,acabinet

andawholelotofpaperwork.I'mjuststaringat

withnoshame,thewaysheopenshermouth,the

wayshebitesherlowerlipdamnshe'sgivingme

dirtyideas.



Ntsiki:thethabhutindingakuncedangantoni?Idon't

haveallday

Me:"uhmI'mheretoopenacase",Ipullachair

acrossher

Ntsiki:"next",shesaysrudely,whileshescribbles

somethingonacertainbook.

Me:"wellthereisthisgirlthatIjustmet,wellshe

stolemyheart",Isaynervously

Ntsiki:"whatdoyouproposeIdoMrKhozaabout

yourcrush",hergazehasn'tleftthebookshe's

workingwith

Me:wellIwanthertododinnerwithmeas

compensationofsuchahorriblecrime



Ntsiki:"youthinkthisisacircus",she'snowlooking

straightatme

Me:I'mserious,Iwillpickyouupat7.

Istoodupquicklyandleftnotgivingherachance

tosayno,myheartbeatingoutofmyribcage,

terrifiedjustincasesherejectsme.Thatwouldbe

terrible.

__________

Nkanyezi

Zanewassodrunklastnight,wedidntgetachance

totalkbutmyheartdancedabitwhenIsawthe

ringwrappedperfectlyaroundhertinyfinger.As

soonaswearrivedatNtwenhle'splace,thegirlwas



allovermehercasewasurgentsowehelpedeach

othertorelease,Nowedidn'thavesexbutsoonshe

willbescreamingmyname.It'sSaturdayandifI'm

notmistakensheisdistanceandIjustknowI'min

trouble.

Me:"Hermosacanwetalk",Ipulledhertocomesit

onmylapwithherlegsdrapedaroundmywaist.

Zane:aboutwhat?

Me:us

Zane:thereisnousNkanyezi,thedayyouhoped

ontothatplanetogotoEnglandthatwastheend

Me:"lastnight?Youwerebeggingmetomakelove

toyou,YOUTOLDMEYOUKEPTITFORME",I'm

gettingalittleworkedout.



Zane:stopshoutingatme

Me:I'msorryit'sjustthat,IguessIhopedyou

wouldwait,Ithoughtyouloveme

Zane:"IdoloveyoubutIsawthosepictureswith

yourbabymama",shewhisperedthelastpart

Me:"whatbabymama",Iburstedoutinlaughter

Zane:mxmdon'tactsmartwithme,I'mbusyhere

stayingpurewhileyouwerefuckingeveryTom,

DickandHarry

Me:I'msorry,youblockedallsortsof

communicationwithmesoIfiguredyoudidn'twant

me



Zane:I'mwithJasonnow

Me:andthering?

Zane:I'mkeepingit

Me:youdon'tloveme?

Zane:IdobutI'mwithJasonnow

Me:don'ttellmeshitNkosazane,whothehellis

Jason?.Isheabee,afly,amosquitoIdon'tcare

whattypeofanimalheis,youaremygirlalways

beenandalwayswillbe

Zane:mustbenicetobeyou



Me:veleIgotabeautiful,sexy,smartasswoman

Zane:I'mstillmadatu,Imissedyoueveryday

InfactyouowemeforeverysingletearIdropped

foryou

Me:Ialsocried…Alittle

Zane:alittle?

Me:okayalotbutdon'ttellanyone

Zane:crybaby

Me:weeeeNkosiyamwhydidItellyou?

Zane:becauseyouloveme



Me:andyoulovemetoo

Zane:NoIdon't

Me:mmmmhwewillseeandifIseethatJasonboy

touchingmydelicacylikethatagain,I'mgoingtokill

himwithmybarehands,yeseshemademyblood

boillastnight

Zane:aaaahmyJetLiisback

__________

Ntsika

MydadisthebestsowhileI'mgonehestarteda

highsecuritycompanyformetorunwhenI'mready,



andIloveitthelatestgadgetsandhightechnology

allthewayfromGermanyandothercountries.Iget

excitedlikeachildinacandyshop,thethingsI'm

goingtodothere,thememoriesIwillcreateI

cannotwait.

Itissonicetobebackhomewithmyfamily,my

siblingsareallgrownupandourfamilyis

expanding,thingsaregreat.Mymompeepthrough

thedoorofmyroom.

Ntando:Brooklynisheretoseeyou

Me:why?

Mymomgetsinandshutthedoor.OhoooI'min

trouble,Ijustknow.

Ntando:NtsikayomuziKhozausumdalamanje(you



aregrownnow),stopthischasinggirlsmarathon

leavethatforyourlittlebrothers,youarenotinhigh

schoolanymore.

Me:maibonanje,bayangilandela(it'sthemma,

theykeepfollowingme)theycan'tgetenoughnow

whatmustIdo?

Ntando:ngizokubhonyauyezwa(Iwillbeattheshit

outofyou),whatkindofexcuseisthat?

Me:weeeemaIwillgobacktothestatesifyou

abusemehabe

Nontandowasgettingpissedbythemoment,he

screamedforMthobisi,hecameinrunning.

Mtho:kwenzenjani(whathappened?)



Ntando:talktoyoursonbeforeIbeatbothofyou

becausehisjustlikeyou

Mtho:"justlikeme?Whatareyoutalkingabout",he

saiddartingfromNtsikatoNtando

Ntsika:maisblamingmebecauseI'mhandsome

likeyoudad

Mtho:hawuNontandodon'tbejealoussiesmaan,

youwantedhimtolooklikeawomannooo.This

doesn'tsuityousthandwasami

NtsikaburstedoutlaughingwhileMthowinkedat

him.

Ntando:mxm,Icalledyouheretotalktohimabout

thesegirlshischasingayilenyongoenikhuluma

ngayo(notthisnonsenseyouareonabout).I'm



givingyou5minutesbeforeIbringthatgirlinhere.

Ntsika:tellhertogotoherfiancé

NtandowalkedawayandscreamedbacktoNtsika.

Ntando:uzomtshelawena(youwilltellher)

MthobisipeepedandsawthatNontandowasoutof

sight.

Mtho:"onaseriousnotethoughson,youneedto

settledownwhichmeansyoumustkeepyoureyes

andearsopen,soyoucanpicktherightgirlbut

whileyouwait",hecheckedthecoastonemore

time,"chowsono,chow".

Theyburstoutlaughingandgotstartledwhenthey



heardavoice.

Ntando:"fiveminutesisover",Mthobisiclearedhis

throatandstooduptryingtomaintainaserious

face.

Mtho:"yes",hewalked,assoonashewasbehind

Nontandoheturnedandmimed"CHOW"toNtsika

andhedissappeared.

NontandoledBrooklyninandsheleftthem

throwingdaggersatNtsikawhojustblewher

kisses.
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Enhle

It'sbeenaweekwithoutmyNtwenhleandI'm

loosingmymind,Thamikeepsphoningand

threateningmelikeIcareabouthim.Isentthe

twinsbackhomeforsafety,IhaveaskedNtsikato

helpmelocatehim.I'mwreckingmybrain

meanwhilehisathisoldhouseinKwa-Mashu.Ipull



uphisdriveway,Igetmysuitcaseandmy

Tupperwaresetfilledwithfood.

Ipushedthedooropenedandbeholdacloudof

smokewelcomedme,Icatchaglimpseofhimlying

onthecouchthroughthefogofweed.Ifindthe

bedroomandplacedthesuitcaseinonecorner.I

headtothekitchenit'semptynotevenasignofa

takeaway,andthataloneiscausingmetoweep.

Hisbeenstarvingallthiswhilebecauseofme,I

platethefoodandtakeittohim.

Ntwe:"ufunanila",hepuffssomesmokeinmyface,

Icough

Me:I'mheretobewithmyhusband

Ntwe:justgobacktoyourhouseEnhle



Me:No,Iputthefoodnexttohimandheadbackto

thekitchentoclearup.

Istartcleaningtheplaceandopeningwindows,I

willstayherewithhimtillhisreadytogohome.My

placeiswithhim,whowillprotectmebackatthe

housewhilehishere?Whowillmakelovetome?

I'mnotgoinganywhere.

IgobacktotheloungeandIfindacleanplate,I

takeitaway.

Ntwe:"more",hesaysrudelyanddismissively,I

complybecausengizoncengaangithi(I'mhereto

beg).

Whenhisdoneandputoutachangeofclothesfor

himandheadbacktothelounge.



Me:yourclothesarereadyyoucangoshowernow

Ntwe:ubaniothengifunaukugeza(whosaidIwant

tobath)justgobacktoyourhouseMbalenhleand

leavemeatpeace,isthattoomuchtoaskfor.

Me:itsbeenawholedamnweekNtwenhle,Thami

isbeenthreateningme,mychildrenandhewantsto

killyou.Isitacrimetowanttobewithmyhusband

becauseIknowhewillprotectme

Ntwe:tellhimtocomeandfacemelikeamanand

stoprunning,hissuchacoward

Me:"NtwenhleI'msorryManzini,ngiyakuthanda

witheverythinginmeokay,Thamiisinthepast

pleasecomebacktome",I'mnowonmyknees

Ntwe:YOULETHIMTOUCHYOU,YOUALLOW



THATCRAZYMANTOTOUCHWHATBELONGSTO

ME…WHATTHEFUCK.

Me:itmeantnothing,Iloveyou

Hegotupfuriouslyanddissapearedinthe

bathroom,Iquicklygotintomysexylingerie,this

shoulddothetrick.Afteragoodfortyminute,he

cameoutlookinglikeadecenthumanbeing,he

keptstealingglancesatme.Icouldhearhim

cursingsoftlyunderhisbreath,Iknowhisstaring

andIknowhewillactonit.

HeclimbedonthebedandIcouldfeelhissizeon

mybuttcheeks,nokiss,noforeplayhewas

groaninganddeepinsideme.Ifelthissweat

droppingonmybackashethrustdeeplyfrom

behind,itwasdifferentbutnice.Hethrustedharder

whilehescreamedandroaredlikealion,Icould

feelhisweightonmeandmyheartbrokeintoa

millionpiecesbecausehewascrying.Mywhole



Zunguiscrying,Iturnaroundandpulledintomy

embrace,wewillcleanourselveslater.

Me:I'msorryGwabini,youaretheonlymanforme

Ntwe:youshouldhavetoldme

Me:Iknow,I'mstupid

Hepulledmeinfrontofhimtospoon,mindyouwe

aresmearedwithcumalloverourlegsandthighs

butwhocares.WhenIwokeupitwas8pm,Iwent

straighttoshowerandwhenIcamebackhewasup,

Ichangedthebedandwewenttoeat.

Me:Ithinkhistheonewhotriedtokillyouonour

weddingday,hiscrazyNtwenhle.Heknewyou

werelookingforhim



Ntwe:"sothatmeanshisbeenwatchingus",I

nodded.

Me:youneedtotelltheothersSengwayo,his

dangerous

Ntwe:okay

Me:whenyoufindhimKILLhim

Ntwe:oh

____________

Ntsiki

WhatdidIgetmyselfinto?WhyNontsikelelowhy?,I

wenttothedateandliedthatIonlywentforthefree,



hecknoIwentthereforhim.Heisnotgoodforme,

forreputation,heisbadbadbadNontsikeleloBAD,

butyetsodamnsexymarawhythesebadboyslike

heh?.Hejusthadtoshowinterestinme.I'mleading

acaseagainsthisfatherforGodsakeFOCUS

NtombiyakwaKaniFOCUS,breatheinandout.a

voicethatstartled,Ialmostfelloffmychair.

Voice:LeutenantKani

Me:"GeneralMpanzahowniceofyoutostopby",I

saynervously

Gen:Iseeyoutookadifferentapproachtothe

mightKingBcase

Me:newapproach?,Isaidconfused

Gen:yeahbypretendingtodatehisson



Me:ohthat,yousee,Iwasjusttestingthewaters.

Notgonawork

Gen:Ithinkitwill,youveryappealingbeforeyou

knowit,hewillfallheadoverheelsforyouthenyou

havepillowtalks,plantbugsonthehouse.

Me:Idon'tthinkthat'ssafeoragreatidea

Gen:it'sbrilliant,doit'sanorder.Rememberyou

tookanoathKani,thiscouldbebigforyou

Hethenleftmestunned.Likewhatthehell?,what

justhappened?

______________



ATMPUNZIKINGDOM

PrinceVusimuzihasrequestedthathevisitthe

chieftodiscussanimportantmatter.Theywere

nowseatedaroundthetableeatinginsilence,Vusi

keptonplayingwithhisfood,hisgazefixedon

Bandile.Hebrokethesilence.

Vusi:shecalledme

Chief:tellmeshe'sokay

Vusi:shewasintearsChief,Ibeggedhertocome

homebutshewasadamantthatnothingisleftfor

herhere

Chief:that'sabsurd,she'smyonlychild,ofcourse

there'saplaceforherhere



Vusi:shedidn'tfeelthatway,alsoshe'snotpure

anymore

Theyallgaspedindissapointment,especially

Bandile.

Chief:wellshecanjuststayatthepalacebecause

noprincewillwantadamagewife.

Vusi:Istillverymuchwanttomarryherchief

regardless

Chief:nonosondon'ttaintyournameinthat

manner

Vusi:Iloveher,ittookforhertoleavemetosee

howmuchIloveandneedher.



Chief:weneedtofindher

Vusi:she'sinAmerica,that'swhatthespecialist

saidandassoonasIgettheexactlocation,Iwillgo

thereandbringherhome..

Vusi'sphonevibrated….heexcusedhimselfand

answeredhisphone.

Vusi:Bhovunganetellmeyouhavegoodnewsfor

me

Bhovu:yesprince,yourwifeisinNewYork,Iwill

sendyouherlocation.

Vusi:youarethebestman,thankyou

Bhovu:justdoingmyjob,allthebest.
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NtwenhlewasbriefingtheBiznizaboutThamiand

enlighteningthemaboutEnhle’sfindings.They

madeavideocallsothatthefatherscouldpartake

onthemeeting,Busaniclenchedhisjawtolearn

thatthepersonwhokilledhisdaughterhasbeen

livingundertheirnose,undertheirpayrollforyears.



Ntwe:hisobsessionismywifetheyusedtodate

beforehewasadmittedtoamentalinstitution.

Mnqobi:Idon'tcareifhisnotwell,hekilledThulile

andtriedtokillyoubafo

Ntwe:healsotriedtorapeEnhleattheclubnotto

mentionthethreats

Mthobisijumpedontothelaptop,hisfaceuplclose

andpersonal.

Mtho:Zunguwhatareyoutryingtotellme?Whyis

hestillbreathing?Ifyoufailtoprotectmydaughter

ushesheungazisa(letmetoquickly)

Ntwe:ohtrustme,Iwillkillhimwithmybarehands,

hewillpayforeverything.



Nka:weneedtofindoutwherehelives,hisfamily

Ntsika:that'stheissue,thisguyisghost,hisreally

good

Nkosa:histheonethatbombedus,comeonguys

there'sgottobesomething

Ntwe:Enhlesaidsheremembershisbrother'sname,

MkhuseliJolatheyarefromtheEC

Silenceengulfedtheroom,everyonewasonewith

theirthoughts,whileNtsikawastypingvigorously.

Ntsika:Ifoundsomething,hismarriedtoNosisa

Jola,hisbrotherMkhuselidiedyearsagoandhis

gotparentsbackhomeinEC



Yanda:thatbitch,Nosisahasbeenplayingmeall

alongnx

Nkosa:"thatcougaryou'vebeenscrewing"?,he

nodded

Busani:MkhuseliisThulileandThembeka'sdad,I

killedhimandmywife,theywerehavinganaffair.

Silenceengulfedtheroomoncemore….

___________________

Thami

Lookatherwalkinglikeshe'sthedaughterofthe

president,Icouldpounceonherandsnapherneck.



Iknewwhereshewasallalong,Ijustletherbe

becausetheywasnouseinblowingmycoverfora

floozylikeher.WhenI'mdonewithher,shewill

regretthedaysheacceptedtheproposaltomarry

mefrommyparents.Youthinkshe'sagreatperson

huh,she'sthebiggestwhoreIhaveevermet,Ijust

keepquietandactcrazyliketheycallme.Ihateher

andherkids.

Me:"nondatshazayeyyiutshitshilizangendunu

phansinamakhwenkweamancinci",(harlot,you

busywhoringaroundwiththesesmallboys)Iclap

handsforher.

Nosisa:Thamiyougavemeafright,ubekweintoni

aphi?(whatbringsyouhere)

Me:youmywifeNosisa,yourkidsarebackhome,

whatkindofamotherareyou?



Nosisa:kawuphumekimituu(leavemealone

please)

Me:listenhereyoubitch,I'mnotgoingtoworkmy

assofftofeed,clothandpayforyourchildren's

schoolwhileyouhereactinglikeateenagegirlwho

hasnoresponsibility

Nosisa:theyyourkidsThami,it'syourresponsibility

Me:uyanya,weallknowthosearen'tmykids,you

suchabadmother

Nosisa:letmegoThamsanqa,youdon'tloveme,

allowmetolivemylife

Me:uthethainyanikelapho(youspeakthetruth)I

don'twantyou,Iwillgiveyouthedivorcebutafter

youpayme



Nosisa:forwhatexactly?,Ihaveenduredyour

abuseandyourchangeofpersonality,Ihavebeen

therewhatmoredoIoweyou?

Me:"Idareyoutocallmecrazy,Idareyou",she

crossherarmsinfrontofherchest,Iraiseyourkids.

Nosisa:YOURkids,it'safathersresponsibility

Me:don'tpatronizeme,thoserugratsaren'tmine,

youthinkIdon'tknownx

NosisashifteduncomfortablyandIsmirked,waittill

Itellmymotheraboutallofthis.

Me:nowyouaregoingtogetmeEnhle’stwins,use

yourharlotwaystogettothathouse,Iwantmy

twins.



Nosisa:youdelusional,yaziuphambene!

Ahotslaplandedonhercheek,shegaspedwhile

holdingontoit.

Me:youcallingmecrazy??Ican'twaitformy

motherandyourfamilytoknowthatyouhavebeen

screwingmydad,allthosekidsyouthinkyou

foolingmewitharen'tmine,I'minfertilenono.My

fathermarriedyouforhimself,IloveMbalenhleand

nooneelse.

Nosisa:pleaseThamidon'tdothisokay,I'msorryit

wasyourfathersideaokay.Istoppedright?I'm

here,I'mnotwithhimanymore.

Me:franklymydear,Idon'tgiveadamnbutright

nowIwantthosetwins



Nosisa:Iwilldoit

Me:"here'sagoodgirl,andifyoufailIwillmakeyou

andyourboyfriendwatchwhileIkillyourkidsthen

topitupbykillingyouboth",shenoddedintears

Ipulledherintoamockinghug.

Me:"nowyourhusbandneedtorelease,willyoube

agoodwifeandfollowme?",shenodded.

____________

America

Nandi



Ihavebeenrunningasfastasmyskinnylegscould

carryme,theyhavefoundme,Ican'tletthemtake

meback.IswingthedooropenandfindMarciaand

Dinganecurleduponthecouchwatchingacartoon

movie,his3yearsnow.

Me:packourbagswegoing

Marcia:Meaganyouarepanting,haveyoubeen

running?

Itriedtocatchmybreath,mythroatwasdry,Iheld

ontomychestandswallowthelumponmythroat.

Me:theyhavefoundme,IsawVusiandBandileat

themall,wehavetogo.

Marcia:"OKok",shestartedpanickingalso,aswe

werepackingsheturntome,"howlongdoyouplan



onrunningawayMeagan?

Me:"Idon'tknowokay",Icry,theywillkillmeand

mysonthosepeopleareevil.

Marcia:wherearewegoing?

Me:Idon'tknow,Mexico?

Marcia:NonotMexico

Me:there'snootherplacethen

Marcia:areyousure

Me:Idon'thaveachoice



Wepackedeverythingwecouldtakewithus,our

flightwasintwohours,IorganizedCharlietosell

everythingformeandsendmethemoney.Isentan

emailtotheuniversityforanimmediatetransferto

NelsonMandelaRschoolofMedicine,soIcan

continuewithmystudiesandweleft.

******

WearrivedinKZNandIjustknewthatIwillhaveto

facethemsoonerorlaterbutIwantittobeonmy

termsnotforcefully.IneedtomakesureMarcia

andmysonaresafe.

Marcia:thisplaceissobeautiful,wow

Me:"welcometoyournewhome",Ismiledather

andshesmiledback.



IbookedintoahotelnotfarfromKingShakaAirport

andstartedbrowsingforplacestostay.Withouta

jobIneededtothreadcarefully,thisisgoingtobe

hard.Mytuitionfee,Dinganeneedtogotoschool,

rentandallthenecessities,themoneyIhavesaved

willfinishbeforetheyyearend.Ineedtofindajob

soon.

__________

America

Vusi:thelocationsayshelivesherebutthisplaceis

forsale,I'mconfused.

Bandile:phoneyourspecialist,hemustn'tplaywith

us

Vusidialedthespecialists…



Voice:hello

Vusi:Bhovunganeit'smeVusimuzi

Bhovu:ohPrince,howarethingsthatside?

Vusi:she'snothereman,thisplaceisupforsaleso

isthefurniture,aguynamedCharliesaidtheowner

movedouttoday.

Bhovu:shemusthavehadaheadsupandranaway

sinceshemovedouttoday,I'msorrytopryPrince

whatisthedealwiththisgirlanyway?

Vusi:she'sbetrothedtome,becauseof

circumstancessheranawayfromhomeit'sbeen4

yearsnow.Ijustneedherbackhome



Bhovu:hmmmIsee,looksheleftherphoneinthat

apartmentbecauseIcan'ttraceheranymore,you

justhavetowaitandsee

Vusi:"dammitNandi",hecursedunderhisbreath,"

ThankyouBhovungane,wewillflyingbackhome

soon"

Hehungup….

Bandile:and?

Vusi:sheknewwewerecomingsoshefled

Bandile:dammit.

_________



ATTHESPA

Zinhlecamewithdrinksandsnacksfortheladies,

BonAppétitbafazi.

Ntombi:Ilovewhatyoudidtothisplacesiswami

Zinhle:wegrowingthefamilybusiness,soIneedto

deliver

Ntando:I'mimpressed

Nondu:youwerebornforthiswenadali

Zinhle:thankyouladies



Pretty:sothisfoodisonthehouseright?

Zinhle:nobutyourhusbandopenedatabforyouso

don'tstress

Ntando:"justforthatIwillincreaseyourbusiness

allowance,there'snofriendsinbusiness,Ihopeyou

learningathingortwo",lookingatMasabathaand

Futhi.

Futhi:I'mtakingnotes

Sabatha:metoo

Nondu:"wenaSabathausuyakhwelwa

ngiyakubona"(SabathaIcantellyouaresexually

active)shegaspedandcoveredhermouth.



Pretty:weknowthesethingsweareyourmothers

aren'twe?

Sabatha:"yebo",shesaidshyly

Ntando:Ihopeyouareprotectingyourself,welove

youandallbutyouandNkosanaarenotreadyfora

baby

Ntombi:IwishedyouhavewaitedSabatha,Iwant

himtocherishyouandrespectyou.Iwanthimto

takefullresponsibilityforyou

Nondu:kahleboNtombi,Shecouldhavewaitedand

Nkosanadoahitandrun,itdoesn'treallymatter

thesedays,Ithinktheboysaregenuine

Pretty:thefactthatheintroducedhertousmeans

alottohim.



Ntombi:Iknow,nooffenceloveIjustcareforyou

andFuthiasmuchasMnqobiandNkosanaaremy

sons,theyaremen.Idon'tcontroltheirdecisions

Sabatha:thankyouma,butitwasamutual

agreement,noneedtoworry.I'mreallyhappy

Nondu:yeswenaSabatha,Iloveyougirl

Ntombi:"youaregoingtogivemysongreyhairs",

shechuckled

Ntando:"IpraythatNtsikameetagirllikeyou,to

sethimstraight",shefacepalms.

Pretty:andyouZane



Zane:NooffencemabutNkanyezihasalottoprove

tome,heleftmeforthreeyears,hehastoearnit.

Ntombi:youarewaitingformarriage,endofstory.

UnlessyouwantyourfathertokillyouandNka

Theyallburstedoutlaughing.

Ntando:"myangelyouawfullyquiet",sheturnedto

Enhle

Enhle:"I'malright",shesaiddismissively

Sanewalkedinlateasusual….

Sane:hellofamily

Pretty:mydaughter,youwillbelateevenforown



funeral

Theyburstedoutlaughing…
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Nandi



IfoundusaflatinMorningsideDurban,it'ssmall

butconvenientfornow,I'mgoingtoshoparound

forasecondhandcartomoveus.I'monmywayto

ajobinterviewinDurbanNorth,anewlyownedSpa

islookingforamanager,thejobdescriptionsounds

likeme,fingerscrossedIreallyneedthisjob.

Myuberdropsmeoffatthegate,Ienteredandthe

aromaofexpensiveoilsandperfumehitmynostrils,

I'mgoingtoloveithere,it'sbeautiful.

Voice:hiyoumustbeNandi?

Me:yesNandiZulu

Voice:"I'mZinhleZungufollowme",Icomply

Sheledmetoabeautifuloffice,sassyandgirlieI

loveit.



Me:Iloveyouroffice,thecolorsareperfect

Zinhle:youthinkso,Iwasn'tsurewithpink

Me:itworks,eventhoughIwouldhaveuse

turquoise,forthatcoolingeffect

Zinhle:Ilike,soyouintofashionhey

Me:Idon'tknow,Ijustlovetodressup,ifIlook

goodIfeelgood

Zinhle:mmmhtellmemoreaboutyourself

Me:I'mNandiZulufromdownSouth,Ihavea

handsome3yearoldson,I'mstudyingtowards

beingadoctor



Zinhle:that'snice,lookI'malwaysheresohonestly

I'mlookingforsomeonewhowillgivethisplacelife,

that'sit.Youlookgreat,youconfidentandalotof

fun.Youhired

Me:justlikethat?

Zinhle:yes,honeyourinterviewstartedthemoment

youentered.

Me:wow,thankyou,Ifeellikecrying

Zinhle:wellyouwillhavetoreadandsignyour

contractandbringitintomorrow.Hereareyourcar

keys,inthisfamilywetakegoodcareofour

employees.

Me:thankyouMam,youhavenoideawhatyoujust



did

Zinhle:Ibelieveyouwilldowondersinherealso,

nowtellmehowwillyoustudyandwork?

Me:I'mnowregisteredparttime,myclassesarein

theafternoon,sosincemyjobherefinishesat2pm,

Iwillmakeitfor4pmtoCampus

Zinhle:youstrong

Me:circumstancespushedmetobewhereIam

Zinhle:seeyouat7tomorrow

Irantothecarfanningmyself,tearsofjoywere

fallingcontinuouslyGodhasdoneitagainforme.



________

Nkanyezi

TheperksofbeingageniusnottoboastbutI

alreadyhaveajobwithafatsalarywaitingforme,

inoneifthebestarchitectcompaniesinDurban,my

proffessormadeithisprioritythatmynameisout

there.I'mstartingworkonMondayandI'mexcited,

Ntwenhlehelpedmetolookfortheperfect

apartmentinwindermere.WhenIhavegained

enoughexperience,Iwanttotoopenmyown

companyandmakemyselfrich.Idohaveasecurity

companyandpawnshoptomynamecourtesyto

AndreNorwood,andIappreciateitbutialsowant

tocreatemyownlegacyformykidswith

Nkosazane.

Talkingabouther,shehasbeengivingmeahard

time,I'mbreathingthroughthewound,everytime

wearehappyshewillbringupthingsthathappened



whenIwasn'taround.Theotherdayshestoodme

up,whenweweresupposedtogooutfordinner,

sheisshowingmeflames.Thenthere'sJason,Iwill

notfightforagirlwithhim,that'sallIcansay.

Sowetakingastrollbypiertoday…

Me:"it'sgoingtoraintoday,you'reherewithme",I

dramaticallyactsuprised.

Zane:"ohplease",sherollhereyes

Istop,shedoestoo

Me:Nkosazaneifyoudon'tloveme,justtellmesoI

canmoveonwithmylife,Ican'ttakethisshitty

treatmentfromyou,it'slikeI'mboringyou



Zane:youbeingdramatic

Me:thenwhyarestillentertainingthelikesofabo

Jason

Zane:hewasherewhenyouweren't

Me:howmanytimesmustIapologizeforthatheh?

Willyouforeverpunishmeforstudyingabroad?

Becauseifthat'sthecasethenwewon'twork,I

thoughtyouwillmatureovertheyears

Zane:justshutupNkanyeziNorwood,youdon't

haveacluewhatIhavebeenthrough,youwere

busyclubbingwithgirlswhileIcriedmyselftosleep

Me:ifyouhadn'tblockmethatwouldnthave

happened,youdidn'tevencometoseemeoffatthe

airport,whatyouexpectedmetothink



Zane:"thatI'mhurt,thatIcouldn'tgoonwithoutyou

thatIloveyousomuch,thatIdon'teverwantyouto

leavemeagain",sheburstedintears.

Iquicklypulledherintomyembrace,canImarry

heralready.

Me:I'mneverleavingyouagain,IloveyoumaHlase,

pleasestayawayfromJason,Ihatehim.

________

Ntsika

Ijustcamefromviewingapartments,I'mmoving

outI'mtiredofmom,shewantsmegetmarriedas

intomorrow,wemameubaniyena?akakhohlwenje

(whome?Shemustforgetit).Iliketheonein



Morningsideit'sspaciouswithfourbedrooms,Iwill

turnoneintomyworkingspace,anicebigkitchen

separatefromthelounge,Ihateopenplans

becausesomeonewillbecookingwhileyoutrying

tofocusonaprogramonTVandthenyoustartto

clashingai.

AsIwalktowardsmycarIseeaveryfamiliarold

men,Iwalktowardshim.

Me:don'tIknowyou?

Him:it'stimenowNtsikayomuzi,theancestors

havedonetheyjob,it'snowuptoyou

Me:aimadalayouandyourriddles,youleftme

confusedthelasttime

Him:"Ndabezitha"hebowedwhatthefuck,soon



yourkingdomwillneedyoubutyouneedtofix

thingswithyourwifeandchild.

Me:"what,nononoIdon'thaveawifeorachild",I

walkbackwards

Him:allthesegirlsyouarefollowingwillbringyou

nothingbutmisery,youhavealreadymetyour

chosenone.Theywillcomeforyouandyourfamily.

Ientermycarquicklyanddroveoff,whatthefuck.

AsIpullupthedrivewayathomeIseeBrooklyn's

car,istheoldmantalkingabouther?Nah…kingdom,

doeshemeanempire,Brooklyncomesfromarich

family,isshepregnant?

Ifeeldizzyfromthemillionquestionsinmyhead

becausenoneofthemhaveanswers.



Brooke:heyNtsi

Me:Hi,whatareyoudoinghere

Brooke:Icametoseeyou

Me:Brooklynsoyougoingtoforcemetoloveyou?

Brooke:Ijustwantyoutomakelovetome

Me:mxm

ShefollowsmeandIturntofaceher,GETOUTOF

MYHOUSE.

Brooke:comeoneNtsi



Me:Brooklyngotoyourfiancé,Idon'twantyou,I'M

NOTINLOVEWITHYOU,nowgo

Brooke:ifyoudon'tdothisNtsika,Iwillreleasethe

videosIhaveofyoutyingmeupandfuckingme.

PeoplewillbeinterestedaboutthemightyKhoza

rapist

Me:areyouthreateningme?,Ineverforceyoutodo

anythingbutyoukeepcomingbackformore

Brooke:peopledon'tknowthat

Me:"youslybitch",Ismirkwhilenoddingmyhead.

Brooke:inyourbedroomorthecouch



Me:"I'mnevertouchingyouagain,younotthat

apetisinganyway",I'mnowclosetoherface

Shewalksbackwards,chucklingsarcastically.My

heartbeatoutofmyribcageatthethoughtof

peopleseeingthosevideos,she'srighttheywon't

believeme.Isprinttomystation,I'vegottowipe

herphone,hercloudandeverything.Ijustprayshe

didn'tsendittoanyoneyet.

__________

Nosisa

I'monmywaytoYanda'sapartmenttotestthe

waters,hisnotpickingupmycalls.Iknockanda

beautifulladyyoungerthanmeopensthedoor.

Me:whothehellareyou



Her:ndingakuncedangantoni

She'sXhosaI'minforit.

Me:I'mheretoseeYanda

Her:concerningwhat?

Me:"forheavensakejustmoveoutoftheway",I

pushheronesideandentered.

Ifindhimsittingnakedonthecouchnotbothered,I

guessIinterruptedsomething,Iinstantlygetwet

whenIseehishardrockdick,heslowlystarted

dressingup.

Me:Liyandacanwetalk



Yanda:getoutofmyhouseNosisa

Me:I'llbequick

Yanda:youandyourhusbandthinkyoucanplayus

heh?Thamihasbeenathornonoursideforawhile

nowbutIdidn'tthinkyouwouldbepartofit.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout

Yanda:sleepingwithmesoyoucangetclosetomy

family,mxm,youverystupid.GETOUT

Me:ThamiismyhusbandbutIdon'tknowabout

thethingsyouaretalkingabout

Yanda:OKbyebye



Me:seriously??

Yanda:Idon'tneedyouanymore,Ihaveagirlfriend

asyoucansee,closethedooronyourwayout.

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere

Yanda:"whywouldn'tyou",hechuckles

Me:youcan'tjustchuckmeoutlikethat

Yanda:gotoyourcrazyhusbandNosisa

Her:"yourtimeisupoldhag,azishe",shepointed

thedoor.



Me:enjoymyleftoversIsaidonmywayout

Her:"Iwillwipeyourmemoriesinaflash,hewon't

evenrememberyournamewhenI'mdonewithhim",

sheflashesmethefakestsmileinthebook.

Ireallyenviedher.NowwhatdoIdo??
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Thami

Ihavebeenlearningthemovementofthefamily,I

wanttostrikewhereithurtsthemostbut

somethingcaughtmyattention,there'sagirlInow

knowhernameisThembekashelooksexactlylike

mymom,Mzukisisentmeapictureoftwogirlswho

heclaimedashisandI'mnotkiddingyouthisis

oneofthembutwhereistheotheroneandwhatare

theydoingwiththeKhoza’s.She'swaitingoutside

schooltobefetchedandIalreadyknowitwillbe

NtombiorMikeorifshe'sluckyNondusoItakethis

opportunitytoapproachher.

Me:hi

Thembeka:Idon'ttalktostrangers



Me:"OKcanIaskaquestion?",sheignoredme,but

Iwillaskanyway."Whereisyoursister"?

Sheturnedandlookedatme..

Thembeka:whichonewhy?

Me:theonethatlookslikeyou,justnje

Thembeka:somemeanandcrazymankilledheron

mysisterMbali'swedding.

Istoodupandwalkedawayalmostimmediately,

notonlyshockedofmyfindingsbutIcouldsee

Mike'scarpullingupandIcouldn'trisktobeseen.I

hoppedintomycarandbrokedownintears,soI

orderedthehitthatgunneddownmyownniece,

FuckMbaliyouseewhatyoumademedoandwhy

thehelldotheyhavemybrotherskid?,whereis



theirmother?,didtheykillmybrother?Iftheydid,

theywillallburn

_______

Ntwenhle

ShameiMbaliyamihasbeenwalkingoneggshells

aroundmeandI'vehadmyfun,it'stimetoputher

outofhermisery.Iwon'tliewhatEnhledidshook

meandthrewmeoffbalance,thethoughtofher

seeinganothermanexceptmebruisedmyegoand

Shakestoldmetoseethisasalessontotreatmy

girllikeshe'stheonlyoneonearthforme,because

shecanreplacemebythesnapofherfingers.I

thanktheheavensthattheydidn'tgoalltheway,

GodknowsIwasn'tgoingtorecoverfromthat.I

lovehersomuchandnowthatthere'sacrazyman

outtherewhoisobsessedaboutherfuelsupthe

loveIhavefor.IknowdamnrightI'vechosenthe

best.



IwalkdownstairsandIcanseehersweatingaway

inthekitchenmakingbreakfast,Ihavebeenshitty

toher,I'mtalkingaboutafullblowndouche.Ihave

beendenyingherorgasms,ignoringher,bynowI

knowI'vegottenmypointacrossbutshenever

gaveup,she'sdeterminedandit'ssexy.Shestill

wokeupeverydaywithoutfailandmakeme

breakfast,packmelunchandcookmedinner.

Me:"Mbaliyami",Istartledher,Ihaven'tcalledher

thatforawhilenow

Enhle:"Sengwayohey,uhmbreakfastisready",she

attemptedtogo,Ipresumetogetreadyforwork.

Wehaventbeeneatingtogether,Ihavebeenworse

thanMrGrinch.

Me:"pleasejoinme",shesatdownhesitantly,we



ateinsilence

Sheclearedtheplatesandloadtheminthe

dishwasher.Ihadorganizedforthekidstospend

sometimewiththegrandparents,theyaremuch

safertherethenwithus.

Me:"thatwasnice,thankyou",shegavemeatight

smileaccompaniedbyaweaknod.

Enhle:I'mgoingtogetreadyforwork

Iwalkedovertoherandpulledhergentlybyher

waist,ourforeheadstouchedeventhoughIhadto

bendalittlesinceI'mtallerthanher.

Me:"younotgoing,siyolengaematafulenitoday

andwewillcomebackandcuddlethewholeday"I

peckedherforehead



Iseetearsflowingdownhercheeks,Iwipethemoff

withmythumb.

Me:I'msorryIhavebeenajerk,Ifeltlikeyoucould

replacemeandthatwastheworstfeelingever,I

wassomadthatyouwouldeasilyallowsomeoneto

laughinmyfacelikethat,itwastortureseeingyou

uncomfortableinyourownhouseandthankyoufor

notgivinguponme

Enhle:I'msorry,IthoughtI'dlostyou,trustmethat

istheworstfeelingever,Iwasjustpainfullywaiting

foryoutokickmeout

Me:"NEVER,ngingafafi"(Iwoulddie),shegiggles

throughhertears.

Ismashedmylipsontohers,damnImissedthis,

myhandswentstraighttoherfatbuttandIgaveit



alittlesqueez,shemoanedsoftly.

Me:yabonake,youawakeningthings

Enhle:whyaretheysleepingvele

Ohisthatso,Ipinnedheronthecounterand

spreadherlegswithmyknee,Iliftupherdressnice

andshort,easyaccessand,and,and….

_________

Nandi

Ilovelovemynewjob,Igottoseetherestofthe

family,theyaresuchafunbunch.IheadtoConnors

tocollectmyorderIlovetheirsteakandribs,I'm

goingstraighthomeafterwardsIhavenoclasses



today.SoIaskedMarcianottocook,assoonasI

enteredIregretteditbecauseit'ssovibeyIfeellike

aglassofwinebutIquicklypushedthatthoughtat

thebackofmyhead.Igotothetillstocollectmy

orderbutafamiliarvoicegrabsmyattention,whenI

turntotheleftOHMYGOSHit'shimintheflesh,El

PilarwhatdoIdo?,whatdoIdo?.Ilookedaway

immediately,hiswithawhitewomanandtheir

argumentisheated.

Cashier:howcanIhelpyoumam?

Me:I'mherefororder001Nandi

Cashier:"ohyes",shedissappearstotheback

I'mtappingmyfootImpatiently,Iwanttogetaway

fromhererealquickbeforehespotsme,even

thoughitwouldn'tbesuchabadthing.



Cashier:here,enjoymam

Me:thankyou

Iattempttowalkawaybutthenthewhitechicksaid

somethingthatIjustcouldn'tignore.

Her:Ntsiyouwipedmyphoneyoubloodyasshole,

youwillpayforthis,Iwillseetoitthatyourotinin

jailforever

ElPilar:trymebitch,IcursethedayImetyou

Her:I'msogladIabortedthatbastardchildwhen

youleft,lookatmenow

ElPilar:youdidwhat?



Her:youheardme

ElPilar:BrooklynIwill…

Ichippedinbeforehebindshimselfinhiswords,I

canseepeoplearealreadytakingavideos.I

catwalkedovertothem,I'maalwayslookinggood

somyconfidencewasskyrocket.

Me:"Elbaby",heturnedhisheadsoquickly,likeit

wasgoingtosnap.

ElPilar:Diamantewhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:"Iliveherenow,comewithme",Istretchedout

myhand,nailsfreshlymanicured.

Hetookmyhandandfollowedme,thegirlwent



bullistic

Her:NtsikaIamnotdonewithyou

ElPilar:Iam

Wewalkedout…

_________

Ntsika

Iwasn'tsuprisedtoseeDiamanteherebutIdidn't

expecthertorescuemefromthatwitchcalled

BrooklynandI'mgladitwasher,she'shotandI

thinkshegaveBrookehotflushes.Weatthecar

parkandIhavealotofquestions,trustmeIknow

alotaboutherbutjustdidn'twanttopry.



Me:whereyouheaded?

Nandi:tomyplace

Me:canyoucometomyplace?

Nandi:IcanrightafterIdropthefoodoffathome

Me:what'stherush?

Nandi:mysonandhisnanny

Me:"youhaveababy",shenodded,Isuddenlyfelt

dizzyatthethoughtofit."OKhowarewegoingto

dothis?".



Nandi:"youcanfollowmetomyflatsoIcandrop

offthecarandyoucandriveustoyours",Inodded.

Me:"thatcaris",shecutmeoff.

Nandi:it'snotmine,it'swhereIwork

Me:"oh",sosheworksformyfamily,interesting

******

WearrivedatherplaceandI'mnothappy,it'sa

dodgyblockofflats,shecan'tpossiblylivehere

withachild.Afterafewminutesshecatwalksback,

Icanseeshechangedintosimplejeansanda

Tshirt,shealwayslooksgood.Ijumpedofftoget

thedoorforherandwedrovetomyplacewhichis

notfarfromherbutmyareaissaferandobviously

bigger.Wearrivedatmynewhomeitsstillempty,



I'mgettingMasabathatofillitupformebutIhave

mykingsizebedandTV,thatcouldn'twait.Ihave

alreadysetupmystationinthefourthroomandit's

lookinggood.

Nandi:soempty

Me:Ijustgotit,I'mworkingonit

Nandi:I'mthinkingGreyovertherewithalittlebitof

blackandTurquoisehere

Me:mmmhokay,I'llletMasabathaknow

Nandi:whoisthat?

Me:mywife



Nandi:"youmarried",Ichuckle

Me:youlookdisappointed

Nandi:Ijustthought…nevermind

Me:"weneedtotalk",shenoddednervously

Iledhertomybedroomsowecouldsit,there'sno

furnitureinhereyet.

Me:OKilstart,IknowyouareNandiMeaganZulu,

nowtellmeeverythinganddon'tthinkoflyingtome

becauseIcanfindoutwithaclickofabutton.

Nandi:"I'montherun",theywanttotakemeback

homeandIknowtheywillkillme,theykilledmy

motherandbrother



Me:"areyoutalkingaboutPrinceVusimuziand

Bandile?",Inarrowmyeyesather.

Nandi:"waithowdoyouknowthem"

,shestartscryinghysterically."areyouworking

withthem?Ohmygosh.

Me:"heyheyheyrelax,IwasworkingforthemtillI

realizedthatit'syoutheywerelookingfor,Iliedand

toldthemyouleftyourphoneinthatapartmentsoI

can'ttraceyou",sherelaxes.

Nandi:WhyaretheycallingyouNtsikahere?

Me:mynameisNtsikayomuziKhozabutElPilar

wasgiventomebymySpanishspeakingfriends

sincetheycouldn'tpronouncemynamebutElPilar

meansPillar(Ntsika).



Nandi:ohokay

Me:"haveyoubeenwithanyoneelseafterme?",

shedroppedherheadshylyandshookherheadno.

Herphonevibratedvigorouslyinherpocket,she

answered.

Nandi:yesMarcia

Marcia:it'sDingane,hishavingseizures,come

homenow

Shedroppedthephoneandranout,Ifollowedher

withmycarkeys,Ifoundherpacingaroundmycar,

Igotthedoorforher,wedroveoffinsilence.



Me:iseverythingokay

Nandi:mysonishavingseizures,doyouknowa

hospitalnearby?

Me:yeahmysisterisapediatrician

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2020

Like

Comment

Share

___________________

Authorsnote:



SorryItooklong,Ihadtodoanunplannedtripto

theshops

WrittenbyZamaGambusheYenga

INGONYAMA

25

Nkanyezi

I'mblindfoldedIhopethisgirlisnotdrivingmeto

thewildernesstoslaughterme,imaginebeinglayed

torestbysuchbeauty,Iwouldfloattoheaven.The

carcomestoahalt,she'sgigglingnonstopandI

smilelikeretard.Sheopensthedoorformeand

leadsmesomewhere.

Me:Zaneyoubetterholdme,ifIfallsoxabana(we

willfight)



Zane:youaresuchacrybaby,twomorestepsand

wehere

ShepeelsofftheblindfoldandIchuckleindisbelief,

Ifuckenlovethisgirl.Soit'sarooftopsetupwitha

fluffyblanketonthefloorwithpillowshereand

there.OnthesideabasketI'mpresumingfilledwith

food,wellIhope,candlesarelitsettingupthemood,

I'msold.

Me:Hermosa,thisisbeautifulnoonehaseverdone

anythinglikethisforme.

Zane:"ofcoursebecausenoonelovesyouthewayI

do",shepecksmylips.

Me:sowhatdoIowethis?



Zane:I'vebeenabratandI'msorry

Me:I'msorryforleavingyou

Zane:youhadtoo,nowyouhaveyourdreamjob

Me:canwetakethistomyapartmentafterwards

Zane:youdon'thavetoaskmetwice

Me:yousleepingover?

Zane:ifyouwantmetoo

Ismileatthisblessingstandinginfrontofme.She

motionedformetositdown,shetookoutabottle

ofjuiceandglassesshepouredforus.



Zane:Iwillnottakeallthecredit,mysistershelped

butIcookedeverything

Me:"aaaahyeeeees,Imissyourcookingsoexcited

rightnow",shesmilesshyly.

Zane:Imadeyoumuttonbreyanianddhallwith

yourfavoritecarrotsalad

Me:"unkulunkuluuyabathandabonkeabantu(God's

loveseverybody),ifthatdishisanythinglikema

NtombiandmaNontando's,Iwillfrikkinkissyour

kittyrightnow".

Sheburstedoutlaughing,it'ssocontagiousIjoinin.

Zane:youdoknowthatthosetwoladiesaremy

mentorinthekitchen,evenEnhle



Me:"nowondernilishayaibhodwe",(youaresuch

goodcooks)shenods

Sheplatesthefoodforusandthearomawaftsin

theairfillingmynostrilsstraighttomytummyand

I'mreadytoattack.

Zane:Imadealotsowecantakehomeforyou

Me:home,Ilovethesoundofthat.Doyouthink

yourparentswillacceptmenow?

Zane:Idon'tknowbutIhopeso

Me:hmmm,sowhydidyougogoth?

Zane:Iwasn'tgoth,Iwasjustlettinggoofstuffthe



bestwayIcouldwithouttryingtoactstrong

Me:"wasitme",shenodded,andthatjustbrokemy

heart

Zane:butthentheringandthependantprovedme

otherwise,itawakenedmytruefeelings,IrealizedI

havebeenlyingtomyselfallalong

Me:I'msorryHermosa,butjustknowIthoughtof

youeveryday,myloveforyouonlygrewstronger

Zane:"IevencutmybeautifulAfro",shepouted

Me:I'msorry,Iwillmakeitallbetter,Ipromise.

__________



Ntsiki

Ihavepilesandpilesofwork,andthegeneralis

breathingdownmyneck,heneedstogivememore

time.YandaknowsI'macop,hewon'tjustspillall

thesecretsjustlikethat,Ineedtoearnhistrustfirst

thenBINGO,thiswillbebigformeiswhatIkeep

remindingmyself.Thenthere'sthissidethatfeels

allgiddywhenhecallsme,wetalkforhoursandit's

niceneverthelessifIdon'tdeliveronthiscase,I

maybestrippedoffmybadgeforinsubordination

andIcan'thavethat.Iworkedreallyhardtogetto

whereIamtoday,theyoungestLuetanantinthe

wholecityofDurban.Oneofthepoliceofficers

knockssoftlyonmydoor.

Me:yes

Police:there'sadeliveryforyou



Me:bringitthrough

Afterafewminuteshewalksinwithabouquetof

flowersinavaseandbrownbag,Ijustknowthey

fromLiyanda,onlyhecandothisforme.Thebrown

bagconsistofNandos,heknowshowmuchIlove

theirchicken.I'mafoodiebynaturebutyouwon't

evenseewhereallthefoodgoes,mywaistisin

check.Ifishformyphoneinmyhandbagandcall

him.

Me:heybabe

Yanda:unjanimuntuomuhle

Me:I'mgood,thankyoufortheflowersandlunch,

youverythoughtful.

Yanda:ItakecareofwhatbelongstomemaKani



Me:thenI'mblessed

Yanda:canIpickyouup?Sleepover?

Me:nahIhavegotloadsofwork

Yanda:whydon'tyoudelegatesomeofyourwork

toyourminions?

Me:ifyouwantitdoneproperly,thendoityourself

Yanda:Iwilldropoffdinnerforyouthen

Me:Iwouldlovethat

Yanda:Iknowgimbawami(abigeater)



Ichuckled,hisstupidandIloveit…..

___________

Nandi

IhavebeenpacingupanddownoutsideDingane's

ward,thishasneverhappenedbefore,nowIhave

gotamillionquestions,isittemporaryor

permanent.Hisnotevenonmedicalaid.

Marcia:takeaseatMeaganyoumakingusdizzy

IsatdownbutthenIstartedtappingmyfeetand

NtsikaandMarciabothgawkedat,Istoparghwhat

dotheywantmetodoI'mwrackingmynerveshere,

Ineedanswers.Enhleiscomingforthtowardsus.



Enhle:theboyisfine,youhaveabsolutelynothing

toworryabout.Shelooksatmeanddartedhereyes

backtoNtsika,it'salmostlikeshewantsask

something.

Enhle:"NtsikacanItalktoyouforaminute",her

gazefixedonNandi

Theydissappearedintotheward….

Marcia:Ithinkit'stimeheknowsMeagan,Idon't

knowwhatyouthinkholdingthisinformationwilldo

really.

******

Chaosabruptedatthereception,itfishedpeople

outoftheirwards,itwasahugesecuritydetail



forcingitswayintothehospital.

Me:shitshitshitMarciatheyarehere

Marcia:Dingane?,whatdowedo?

AstheyattemptedtoruntwoguardsgrabbedNandi.

Vusi:yesesyouareannoying,youmakeustravelall

aroundtheworldjusttolookforyou

Me:letmegoVusi

Vusi:"never,soyoucanrunagain,youmydarling

havingaweddingtoattend",bringhertothecar

Marcia:lethergo,youcan'tforceher



Vusi:"shutupoldhag,nooneaskedforyour

opinion,thisisroyaltybusinessandwhatareyou

commoner?"

HeinstructedthesecuritytowatchMarciaandthat

ifshetriessomething,theymustbeather.Nandi

lookedatMarciawithtearsstreamingdownher

faceandsheshookherheadNoasanindicationto

somethingandMarcianodded.

*******

Afteragood30minutesEnhleandNtsikacame

backonlytobemetbyaweepingMarcia.

Ntsika:what'swrongMarcia

Marcia:theytookher,I'mscaredforherlifeElPilar,



pleasesavemydaughter.

Ntsika:whotookwho?

Marcia:didn'tyouhearthenoise?Theprincewas

here,hetookMeaganbacktothePalace

Ntsika:Fucknonono

Enhle:weheardthenoise,wethoughtit'soneof

thosesnobsthatliketocreatechaosatreception,

wesorry.

Marcia:welltheytookher,theywillkillheronce

theyfindoutthatshe'snotonlyunpurebuthasa

baby

Ntsika:why?



Marcia:it'sforbiddenforaprincessinherkingdom,

Ntsika:Fuck,Vusi'ssecurityisnochild'splay,I

needtothink.

Marcia:it'sabigcrimetobreakaprincesspurity

beforemarriageespeciallybyacommoner,they

canhaveyourheadchopped.

Enhle:andwhyareyoudirectingthatquestionto

mybrother?

Ntsika:"becauseI'mtheonewhobrokehervirginity

andDinganeismybaby",hescratchedhishead

vigorously.

Enhle:nowonderthereplica,IthoughtIwas

imaginingthings,sowhatarewegoingtodo?



Ntsika:IwillcalldadtofetchMarciaandDingane,

theywillstaywiththemfornowit'ssaferthereandI

willcallmybrothers,I'mgoingforDiamante.

________

ATMPUNZIKINGDOM

Bandile:matheyhavefoundNandibuttheyare

takingherstraighttoVusi'shouse

Lwandle:that'sokay,rememberyouwantthemto

getmarriedinorderforustokillhimandyoucan

takeover

Bandile:inthemeantimehewillbesleepingwith

her,Ican'tstomachthat.



Lwandle:mxmohpleasethatstupidgirlhasbeen

sleepingaroundanywaysoIdon'tknowwhatyou

rushingfor

StellawalkedinfollowedbyGwadlela…

Stella:wehaveaproblem

Lwandle:whatnow?

Stella:evenifyoukillthechief,wecannotrule,it

seemsliketheprincesshasasonandhisfatheris

somewhatpowerfulIcan'tputmyfingeronitbut

hisnotanordinarycommoner,heishighlyfavored,

evenhisbirthwasntanormalone

Lwandle:mawehavetodosomething,wehave

workedsohardforthistodissappearinourhands.



Stella:didyouhearwhatIjustsaid?Ican'tdo

anythingagainsthimandhisfamilytheyhighly

favoredandprotected.Nandithatstupidgirlnx,we

couldkillherinthatwaytheycan'tgetmarried,no

familyisbefittingtotakeoverthisthroneatthe

moment.

Gwadlela:wellIhadavisionlongtimeagothatafter

theZulu'sreign,Khozawillfollowbutwedon'thave

Khoza’sinthiskingdomwhichwasalittle

confusingtome.

Stella:"it'sbecauseyourvisionareuseless

sthandwasami",hechuckled

Bandile:youcan'tkillhergogo,whataboutme?

Stella:youwillmeetanothergirl,it'seitherwedo

thisorwesendayoungmaidentoseducethisboy



becausethroughsexualintercourseourmuthican

worksinceit'spersonalpleasurebutdirectlyit

won'twork

Bandile:thenwegetamaiden,IneedNandialive
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Yanda

IcalledNtsikiIcannotdeliverdinnertoher

personallywiththismissionathand,shepicksup

onthethirdring.

Ntsiki:tellmeyouclose,I'mstarving

Me:eishnobabesomethingcameup,Iwon'tbe

comingbutIwillgettherestauranttodeliver

instead.

Ntsiki:whereyougoing?

Me:I'mnotsureyetbutIwillbegoneforacouple

ofdays,IwillcallyouifIgettime

Ntsiki:atleasttellmewhereyougoingbabe,I'm



alreadysoworried

Me:Idon'tknow,lookIwillcallyouagainifIget

time,myphonewillbeoff,Iloveyouokay

Ntsiki:Iloveyoutoo

Ilovethisgirlbutshe'sahungrycopandIcannot

discloseeverythingtoher,slowlyIwillhavetotame

her.

_______

Ntando

IwasshockedbeyondwhenIwastoldNtsikahasa

3yearoldson,IlovechildrensoIdon'tmindbut

Ntsikaneverlearns,noweveryonemustberunning



aroundlikeheadlesschickenstocleanafterhim.

I'mamadathim,Mthobisiwalksinwiththemost

beautifulboyIhaveeverseen,indeedheisaKhoza

hisareplicaofNtsikaandMthobisithosetwoare

twins.

Me:"isthatmybaby",henodded

Iranalmostimmediatelywithtearsthreateningto

fall,Ihuggedhimgentlyandhesunkperfectlyinto

myembrace.

Me:"I'myourgrandmother",hejustsmiledatme

Istartedkissinghimalloverandthatmadehim

gigglehysterically,Inoticedaladywhoisprobably

myagebutdefinitelynotfromSouthAfrica

Mtho:sthandwaSamithisisMarciaSanchez,



Dingane'snanny,Ntsikasaidshetookcareofhim

frombirthsoshewillstaywithusaswell.

Me:HelloMarciaI'mNontandoNtsika'smom,thank

yousomuchfordoingsuchagreatjobwithourboy,

wearesorrywedidn'tknow

Marcia:IhavebeentellingMeagantotellElPilarfor

yearsnow,butthesechildren.

Me:weretheydating?

Marcia:onandoffnostringsattached

Me:NTSIKAthatboy,Iwillkillhimwhenhegets

back

Marcia:IwillhelpyouifyouaddMeaganonthemix



Mtho:hushnowladieswewereonceyoungalso

hawu,goeasyonthem

Me:theymadeababyMthobisi,theleasttheycould

havedonewastellus

Marcia:wellyoursononlyjustfoundoutabout

Dingane

Me:"Amen",Ithrewmyhandintheairindefeat

_______

TheBiznizweregatheredatNtsika'sapartments,all

dressedinfullblack,bulletproofvestandcombat

boots.Gunswereloadedanddufflebagsfilledwith

necessities,Ntsikabriefedthemwiththeir

opposition,planswereputinplacetoapproachthis



rescuemission.

Ntwe:wewillgetherbackbafo

Mnqobi:don'tworryBhovunganewehavegotyour

back

Ntsika:thankyouguysbutyouneedtoknowthat

theirsecurityisinsaneonemistake,palaceguards

willpounceonus,soweneedtobestrategic.

Nkosa:whatdoeshewantwithher?

Ntsika:tomarryherandthatwillhappenwhenI'm6

feetunder

Yanda:issheyourgirl?



Ntsika:IwishIhadtimetoexplainbutIdon't,allI

cansayislomsunuowuVusimuziwillbedead

beforehesaysIdotoDiamante.

Nka:ohshiiiiiiiit

Langa:I'mnevermessingwithyouguys,youare

nasty

TheyallburstedoutlaughingexceptforNtsika,he

wasfocusedandwhenhewasinthismode,hewas

immuneeventohumor.

Ntsika:gentsit'sgotime,wewillbeinandoutdon't

beshytoleaveafewdeadbodies,sothosefucken

royaltypussiesknownevertomesswithusagain.

Theyswitchedofftheirphonesandofftheywent



_________

Vusi

NandicriedtillhertearsdriedoutbutIwasnot

moved.

Me:youcancryallyouwantNandibutyoucannot

runawayfromdestiny,areyoucrazyheh?Calling

ofthewedding,humiliatingmelikethat,forwhat?

Justbecauseyoufoundmeinbedwithgirls?Fuck

thatshit,younotthefirstonetobecheatedonand

certainlynotthelast,getoveryourself.

Nandi:IthoughtyoulovedmegenuinelyVusi

Me:isthatwhyyoudidallthatyoudid?My

princessgivingawaymypuritytoafucken

commoner,yougoingtopayforthatuyangizwa,



youdidn'tonlydragmynamedownthemudbut

youshowedeveryonethatI'maweaklingnje.I

trustedyouNandi

Nandi:sothisisallaboutyouheh?IdidwhatIdid

tosavebothofus,youhavenoclueright?Well

princeyourfriendBandilewantedtorapeme,him

andhismomwillkillyouafterthisweddingso

Bandilecanmarrymeandtakeoveryourthrone,

youtheonlymalechildleftinyourfamily.

Me:SHUTUP,howcanyoutalkillofthechieftess

Nandi,thatisaseriousaccusationanditwillget

youkilled.Bandilegenuinelycaresaboutyou,you

stolefromyourownfatherandkingdomandran

awayfromyourdutiesnowthere'ssomethingto

talkabout.

Nandi:IdidthatformeandIdon'tregretit



Igaveherahotoneonhercheek,shewasgetting

onmylastnerve.

Me:ifyoukeepboastingaboutyourhoodrat

behavior,there'splentyofthatcomingyourway,

nowgogetreadytheceremonywillstartshortly

Nandi:thiswon'tworkokay,don'tembarrass

yourselffurtherVusi,Iwillnotpassthepuritytest.

Me:don'tworryaboutthat,I'vesortedthatpartout

Nandi:Vusimuziwhygothroughallthis?

Me:Iwanttorectifymyname,theoneyoutainted

bitch

Nandi:Ihaveachild



Me:WHAAAT??NONONOithiuyadlala(tellmeyou

joking),shitIneedtofixthisfast,whenIgetback

youbetterbereadyandthatchildwillbekilledor

givenaway,Idon'teverwanttosetmyeyesonit.

_________

Nandi

I'mnowdressinatraditionalattirelookinglikea

properprincess,thedetail,thebeadworkisonpoint,

underdifferentcircumstancesIwouldbehappybut

unfortunatelyformeit'snotahappyending.My

heartissore,it'sbleedingitsslowlybecomingan

icebox,Imissmymom,ImissmysonandMarcia.

HowdoesVusiexpectmetojustforgetmylifeand

focusonhim,hisgivingmethoughtsbadbad

thoughts,Iwanttotwistaknifeintothatstupid

thinghecallsaheart.Whatdoeshetakemefor,I'm



goingtogetoutofthis,onewayortheother.The

dooropenssoftly,Ifreezewhenmyeyesmeetthe

figurebythedoor.

Him:"youlookingdazzlinginthatdress"ifound

myselfsmiling

Me:"Elwhatareyoudoinghere?",sizinghimupand

down,helookssobadassandhot

Him:"Icametogetwhat'smine",heflashesmea

smirkandIbitemylowerlip.

ThedoorflewopenNtsikagrabbedmeandpushed

mebehindhim,heaimedhisgunatVusi,hiseyes

poppedoutclearlyshocked.Hetriedtoreachout

forhisphonebutNtsikaadvisedhimagainstit.

Ntsika:don'twasteyourtime,yourmenaredown,



it'sjustyouandmeprince

Vusi:Bhovunganewhatareyoudoingherewithmy

wife,Ithoughtwewerefriends

Ntsika:yayouseeIthoughtthattoountilIrealized

youarehuntingforthingsthatbelongstome

Vusi:whatdidyoujustsay?

Ntsika:ungizwile(youheardme)

Vusi:"soyouaretheonethatdamagedtheprincess,

mmmhNandiyouaresuchabitch",heclappedhis

hands,"andyouNtsikadoyouknowthecrimeyou

havecommittedagainstme,Icanhaveyou

beheaded".



Ntsika:Fuckyou,abulletwillbethroughyourskull

beforeyoucouldevensay"B",nowletmegowith

mygirlandIwillspareyourlife.

Vusi:hisyourgirlNtsika,mybetrothed?

Ntsika:ayfusegwenabetrothedyokunukayini,

anikwaziukushela,youbusycryingbetrothed

bethrotedayfokofmaaan.(pissoffwhatbetrothed

shitisthis,youcan'tcourtgirls?Youbusycrying

bethrotedbethroted)

Vusi:fineBhovungane,youcantakeyourwhorebut

thisisnotover,Idon'ttakebetrayallightly

NtsikapulledNandigentlyastheymadetheirway

tothedoorandsoonastheywereonalignment

withtheprinceNtsikapunchedandkickedhim,he

floppedonthefloor,groaninginpain.



Ntsika:that'sforcallingmyDiamanteabitchand

kidnappingher.

Theyleft….

_________

Ntsika

Wemadeourexitoutofthepalaceandmetoutside

theSUV,thejobwaseasierthanthoughtandwedid

itneatly,nocasualtiesorraisingsuspicion.The

problemnowwasVusimuzi,ifhedaretryandtake

meon,Iwon'tbesolenient.

Me:"gentsyouknowthisisn'toverright?",they

nodded



Weallproceededintoourrespectivecars,Ihad

NandiinmyhandandIdon'tplanonlettinghergo,

sheisclingyandcuddlyplusthatismykindofgirl.

Yandadroppedusoffatmyapartment,wehopped

intomycaranddrovehome.

AsIparkintheyardIexhale,IturntofaceNandi.

Me:soDinganeismine?

Nandi:I'msosorry,youjustemphasizedonhow

muchyoudidn'twantachild,itwasmyfaultandI

didn'twanttomakeityourproblem

Me:buthideawholechildisnotexcuseNandi,I

wouldneverturnagainstmyblood

Nandi:howwouldIhaveknown?



Me:bytellingme,lookwhenwegointhereweneed

tohaveaunitedfrontmymomwilleatmealiveOK

Nandi:I'msorry

Me:I'mdissapointedIwon'tlie,yourobbedme3

yearsofmysonslifeandthathurts,Iwouldhave

beenthereforyou

Shecries,Ihuggedhertightandkissedthetopof

herhead.

Me:Isawthebloodonthesheetsthedaywemade

lovethefirsttimeandyouchangedthem,whylie?

Nandi:IthoughtbydoingthatIwouldbefree

Me:Iknewyouwereavirginbutpretendedto



believeyourlie,inthebackofmymindthinking

maybethere'savalidreasonforyoutoactso

reckless

Nandi:itwasmagical

Me:"soyoubasicallyusedmeforsex?",Ismirked

Nandi:Ihadahugecrushonyou

Me:thatdanceattheclubwasforme?

Nandi:onlyyou

Me:sodidyoueverdatedanyoneelseeitherthan

me?

Nandi:nopeyoharemyfirsteverythingandI've



onlyhadsexwithyouonly

Me:wowI'mhonoredbabe,comelet'sgofacethe

music
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NtsikaandNandiwalkedinhandinhandandfound



DinganeclungedontoNontando,Marciamarriedto

hercupofcoffee,ifstarescouldkilltheywouldbe

dead.NtsikahesitantlypulledapetrifiedNandi

furtherintothehouse,hewantedtogoandchange

beforefacinghismom,shelookedvenomousand

readyforthekill.

Ntando:"andwheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?",

Shesaidthrowingdaggersatthem,"SITDOWN",

theycomplied.

Ntsika:"sorryma",hefloppedhisshoulderand

headdown

Ntando:nowyouseewhatIhavebeentryingtotell

youforyearsNtsika?Uyabonamanje?(youseeit

now?)awholechildmfanawami,a3yearoldchild?

Ntsika:"Ididn'tknow",hesqueezedNandi'shand



Ntando:ofcourseyoudidn'tknow,whichgirlin

theirrightmindwouldtrustyouwiththeirchild?

Angithiwenayoubusyrunningaroundchasing

skirts,whatkindofafatherwouldthatmake

Ntsikayomuzi?

Ntsika:I'msorrymaNgobese,thatwasthenthings

havechangednow

Ntando:NandisisiI'mnothappy,yourdecision

makingwasverypoor,Dinganealmostdied

becauseofliesandplayingaround.Heneeds

imbeleko(welcomingceremony)tobeintroducedto

ourancestors,that'swhyhehadthoseseizures.

Nandi:"ohmy",shegasped

Ntando:Ntsikasinceyouareoldenoughtosleep

withawomanwithoutprotectionthatmeansyou

aremanenoughtorunyourownhousehold,Iwant



youtohearmeproperly,youhavedamagedNandi

andmadeherpregnant.Thismeansthatyouhave

reachedyourdestination,thisisitforyou,youwill

marryher,Iwillnotallowyoutoplayaroundwith

someoneelse'sdaughter.

AsmilecreptthroughNtsikamouth..

Ntsika:"reallyma,butIdon'twantto",hesaid

sarcastically

Ntsikalovesteasinghismom,that'showclosethey

are,theyalwaysfoolaround.

Ntando:doesitlooklikeIcareifyouwanttoornot,

thisisyourwifebutDinganestayswithme

Ntsika:a.hamaIalsowanttospendtimewithmy

son,whatisthisnow?



Ntando:wheredidyouwanttogo,yestochange

hambanike,niyangikweletanina(goyoutwoowe

me)awholethreeyears.

Ntsika:finesizohambamagriza,ngicela

ukumphathakancane(finewewillgo,canIatleast

carryhimalittlebit?

Ntando:goandchangethencomeback

IstoodupandstretchedmyhandtowardsNandi

shehesitantlytookit.

Marcia:"whereyougoing?",PointingtoNandi

Nandi:touhm…i



Marcia:sityourtinyassdown,youwanttomake

anotherbaby

Ntsikaopenedhismouthtosaysomethingbuthis

wordsfailedhim,soheletgoandproceededtohis

room,leavingNandiplayingwithherfingers.

Ntando:"Nandilovegoandpreparelunchforuswe

arefamished",shesaiddramatically

Shedissappearedtothekitchenwithherfancy

traditionaldressandbeads,topreparelunch."If

CinderellacoulddoitthensodoI",shesaidto

herself.

_________

Vusi



Ohwowsoihavenowbecomeaplayground,even

forcommonersokay…okayIwillhavetoadmitI

didntseethatonecoming.IhavecalledBandile,I

needasmanypeopleinmycornerandrightnowI

don'tcareaboutNandi,Ijustwanttoteachthatboy

alesson.Great!Hishere

Me:BandiletheytookNandiaway

Bandile:Iknowduh,therewasnowedding

Me:Iwantthemtopayforbreakingintomypalace,

assaultingmeandmyguards.AsforNandishecan

gojumpoffthecliff,canyoubelievethatbitchhas

achild

Bandile:what?Nonono,whatthehelliswrongwith

thatgirl



Boththemenpacedupanddowninfrustration…

Me:Ididn'tcallyouheretopaceupanddownbut

forsolutions

Bandile:mymomandgrandmahaveaplan,it'sin

motionaswespeakbutyouhavetomarryNandi

Me:why?Icanmarryanyotherprincess,Idon't

standachancewiththatboy.

Bandile:she'syourbetrothed,Iwilltalksenseinto

heraslongasyouagreetomarryher.

Me:fine,tellmeabouttheplan

Bandile:let'ssayweareinitiatingacertainsexy

maidentoblindthatboyandwegetNandiBINGO



thingsgobacktonormal,Ntsikawillbeheadsover

heelwiththemaidentoevennoticeNandi

Me:Iwantmore,Iwantblood

Bandile:youcandowhateveryouwantafterweget

Nandi

Me:nowwetalking,andNandiwillpayforallofthis

Bandile:"mmmm",hegrinneddevilishly

___________

Nkosana

HedialedMnqobislightlypanicking…



Mnqobi:bafoIwasabouttocallyouaswell

Me:ya,isMasabathathereperhapswithFuthi,I

cannotgetholdofher

Mnqobi:nobafoIwantedtoaskyouthesamething

Futhiisnothere

Nkosana:that'swierd,letmecallEnhle

Mnqobi:nolet'smeetatNtwenhle'shouse

Iagreeanddroveoff…

*******



AfterafewminuteswearegatheredatNtwenhle's

butnoanswers,NtsikaandNandiarrivedalongwith

Yanda.

Me:whatthehellisgoingonhere?

Mnqobi:there'snosignofstruggleorbreakinthey

justvanishedandboththeirphonesareoutof

reach

Me:Ntsikadosomethingpleasebafo

Ntsika:I'monit

Hefoundandachairandhezonedintohislaptop,I

canseeNandiisabitoutofplace,shehasn'tbeen

properlyintroducedbecauseshe'sclingingonto

Ntsikafordearlife.



Ntwe:doyouthinktheywerekidnapped?

Nka:bywhoandwhy?

Yanda:withtheenemieswehaverightnow,I

wouldn'tputitpassthat

Enhle:it'sThami,uyena,it'shim

Ntsika:Ifoundthegirlslocationluckilytheyare

wearingthosejewelsyouhavebeengivingthem,

theyareatahouseinAvocahillsandThamiwas

lastseeninGatewaysoI'mnotsure

Ntwe:soit'snothim?

Ntsika:I'mnotsayingthatbuthisnotwiththem

rightnow



Mnqobi:whowouldwanttohurtthem

Zane:"Amber"?,shesaidunsure

Me:what??she'sinaninstitution,shewouldn't

Nka:well,phonethem

Me:"Iphonedthem",myheartisbeatingoutofmy

ribcage,atthepossibility.

Voice:hello

Me:hicanyouputmethroughtoAmber

Voice:"OKholdon",Idon'thavetimeforsmalltalk



Afteragood40minutesshecamebackonline

soundingnervous,Icouldtellbychangeofher

breathingpattern

Me:TALKDAMMIT

Voice:sirsheescapedIdon'tknowhowbutshe

replacedherselfwithsomeoneelsesothatwe

won'tnotice,wecheckedourCCTVfootageandit

showsherrunningtoacertaincar.

Me:numberplate?

Voice:itdoesn'thaveone

Me:shit,Iwilldealwiththisinstitution,howcanyou

besocareless,thatgirlisadangertosociety.



Ihungupfuming…

Me:she'sout

Mnqobi:let'sgotothelocation

Weallleft…

____________

Thami

Nosisaisincompetentandshe'sdeceleratingmy

mission.

Me:ifyoudon'tdelivertoday,I'mputtingyoudown,



youhearme

Nosisa:Iwillgetthem,theyarelookingforananny

forthetwins

Me:perfect,nowgonow,Iwillfollowshortly.

Mthobisiisoutthehouse

Sheleft,Idialedmyalliances,desperatetimescalls

fordesperatemeasures.

Voice:Quincy

Me:yesbabygirl,how'sthingsthatside

Voice:theyhaveboughtthebait,wemovingthe

girlsaswespeak



Me:perfect,letthemgoonagoosechase.ButI

wantyoutwotogoadistracttheoldmen

afterwards,becauseI'mheadedtotheirhousenow

ifMthobisicomesI'mdead.

Voice:yesdaddy

Me:IpromiseIwillmakeitworthyourwhile

Voice:Idon'tdoubtit
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TheintercombuzzergoesoffandNtandorunsforth,

shetakesaglimpseatthescreenthatclearly

displaysallCCTVanglesofthehouseanddefinitely

couldn'trecognizethepersonoutside.

Ntando:howcanIhelpyou?

Voice:himadam,Isawonthenewspaperthatyou

arelookingforastayinnannymadam

Ntando:ohyesIdidbutwehavefoundsomeone

already

Voice:MadamIcancleanandcook,anything



madammychildrenarehungry

Ntando:I'msorrybutIdon'thaveanyopenings

rightnowbuttellyouwhat,leaveyournumberandI

willaskmysisterwivesiftheyhaveanything

Voice:Thankyousomuchmadam,mynumberis

0733487210

Ntando:thankyou,goodluckandI'msorry

Thewomandissappearedawayfromthegate…

_________

Nosisa

Shitshitshit,thislunaticwillkillme,letmedialhim.



Thami:mywifetellmeyouarein

Me:no

Thami:youstartingtogetonmylastnerve

ntombazane

Me:theyalreadyfoundsomeone,Ican'texactly

forcemyselfin,otherwiseitwilllooksuspicious

Thami:fineI'monmyway,juststaythere,wewill

createadiversionandyougrabthetwinsandout,

I'msurethatwomanisalonewiththenanny

Me:OK,I'msittingonthesideoftheroad

******



Afterafewminuteshearrivedlookingredinthe

faceshislightskinned,Ijustknewhisinhislunatic

modeandIshouldn'tupsethim.

Thami:OKIgotmyanaesthetickit,Iwantyouclose

yournoseandspraythisinallcornersofthehouse

asifyouarefumigating,makesureyourmouthand

noseisclosed,don'tbeshyhoneyspray

Me:whatisitfor?

Thami:"forthebodyguardstogotosleep,lookat

meI'mnotcutoutforfightingbutIhavethebrains",

Inodded

HewentbacktohiscarwhileIsprayusingthetiny

gapsinbetweenthefencesothesubstancereach

theguards,afterafewminuteshecomesback.



Thami:"that'senough,let'sgoin,Iwillcausea

distractionandyougrabthekidsandruntothecar",

InodeventhoughI'mshittingonmypants

****

Aspromisedtheguardswerelyingcarelesslyon

thefloorwiththeirgunsnexttothemreallyconked

out,Thamifidgettedwiththedooranditopened,I

walkedinfirstandhefollowed,thenextthingwe

heardgunshotsoutofnowhere,Iturnedaroundand

ThamiwasnowheretobefoundbutthenIfeltfaint

asifenergyisescapingmybody,definitelyyesitis,

I'mnumbIcan'tfeelanythingbutmyheadis

spinning.IfloppedmyheaddownIseeblood,lots

ofblood,I'vebeenshot,mybodywentdownina

thudandthelightsswitchedoff…..

_________



Thami

ShitshitshitIunderestimatedthosemama's,they

shotatuslikeprofessionals,IgroanedasItouched

myarm,Ihadtogetoutoftherebeforethekilled

meFuuuckIneedtotreatthisarmbeforeisslows

medown.Idialedthegirls.

Me:abortmission,dropthosegirlssomewhereand

dissappear,iftheycatchyou,youareonyourown.

Hurry

Voice:wheredoyouexpectustogoafterthis

Quincy?

Me:Idon'tcarejustdissappear,wewillresume

afteracoupleofdays



Voice:fine

Ihoppedintomycaranddriveoff,Ineedtolaylow

foracoupleofdays.

_________

TheBiznizarrivedatthelocationonlytobemetby

anemptyroomwithtwopendantthatbelongsto

MasabathaandFuthi.Nkosanalostit,hewasjust

likehisfather,histempergotthebetterofhimand

hehatesgoingaroundincircles.

Nkosa:whatnonsenseisthis,WHATTHEHELLIS

THIS

Ntwe:calmdownBhovungane



Nkosa:Zunguwhyisthisretardstillbreathinghuh?

Thethingaboutyougentsisthatyouhavegone

soft,andyoursoftnessisgettingusintomessy

situations,Zunguthemomentthatlunatictouched

yourwifeyouweresupposedtoputabulletthrough

hisskullbutno,youwenttodrownyoursorrows

instead

Ntwe:ifdon'thaveanythingtosayjustshutthe

fuckup.

Mnqobi:youneedtocalmdownNkosana,younot

theonlyoneatalosshere

Nkosa:IDON'THAVETIMEFORTHISSHIT,WE

HAVETOFINDSABATHAANDFUTHIGIVEME

DIRECTIONIWILLGOBUTI'MNOTFUCKING

GOINGONAGOOSECHASE,COUNTMEOUT

Yanda:weallhatethisbrocomeon,youactingasif



weenjoythis

Nkosa:SinceyouallthinkI'movereactingletme

ask,Yandayouaredatingacopthatisafterthe

cartel?Didyoudoabackgroundcheckonher?Do

youknowhermotivesoryouwaitingforhertoplant

bugsalloverourhouses,I'mjustgoingtotellyou

straight.Ifyoudon'topenyoureyes,thatwomen

willbeyourdownfall

Yanda:mxmsoonlyyoudeserveloveneh

Nkosa:I'mnotsayingthatbutsetthingsstraight,

knowyourthingman,youknowwhattodo

Ntwe:areyoudonerantingandlecturingus?

Nkosa:forthematteroffactNO,Ntsikawhyisitthe

princeisstillalive?



Ntsika:comeon,Icouldn'tkillhiminfrontNandi

Nkosa:wellcongratulationsyoujustaddedanother

enemyonthelist

Ntsika:Amber?

Nkosa:Brooklyn?

Nka:comegentsthisisnotnecessary

Nkosa:Amberisalivebecausewearen'tallowtokill

womenbutifshe'sinvolvedinthisshit,Iwon'thave

mercyngicelaukungavinjaassemblief(pleasedon't

tryandstopme)

Mnqobi:youloosingtheplotnow



Ntsika:nohisrightthesegirlsareclimbingonour

headsnow

Nkosa:Ntsikaawucofozelapho(pressthere)and

telluswheretogo,I'mtiredofleavinglooseends

Mnqobi’sphonerang…

Mnqobi:baba

Mtho:nikuphi?(whereareyou?)

Mnqobi:Avocahills

Mtho:someonebrokeintomyhousebydrugging

mysecuritydetailwithanaesthetic,andthere'sa

deadbody,roundupandgethere



Mnqobi:willbethere

Hehungup…

Mnqobi:weneedtogo,somethinghappenedatma

Nontando'shouse

Theylefthurriedly…

_________

MasabathaandFuthiweredumpedatthepitsof

umngeniwater,thecarleftinhurryscreechingtyres

asevidence.
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ATMTHOBISI’S

Yanda:thisisNosisa,whatthehellwasshedoing

here?

Ntando:shefirstcametoaskforajob,thenagain

thesecondtimewiththatnutcase

Yanda:"fuck,soshewasreallyusingmetoget

closertothefamily",hefloppeddownthecouchin

disbelief

Ntsika:"I'mgoingtoneedtocheckyourhousefor

bugsorhiddencamerasjustincaseThamiis

watchingyouorlisteningtoyourcalls",henodded

Mtho:NkosenyeandIwilldealwiththebodiesbut

youboysneedtofindhim,thatmanissickand



smarttoo

Nkosi:"heplannedthislongtimesohisgotalotof

acesinhissleeves",theyallnoddedinagreement

Ntando:let'sgivecreditwhereisdue,mamaMarcia

gunneddownNosisainoneshotandIwanted

Thami'sheadbutthecowardranandIgothisarm

Mtho:reallybabe?YouknowhowIfeelaboutyou

handlingguns

Ntsika:yeswenamaoledy,noonemustmesswith

you

Nkosi:siyabongankosikazi,youhavedonewelland

youtooMarciathankyou



Mtho:yagreat,nexttimeshewillusethegunonme

mxm

Ntando:andwhywouldIdothatnkosiyami?

Mtho:howwouldIknow?

Ntando:butyousaiditlove,whataretryingtosay?

Mtho:givemebackmygunspleaseNontando,I

shouldbetheoneprotectingyou,Idon'tlikeitwhen

youhavetogoasfarasshootingpeopleandI'm

notevenhere.

Ntando:butloveit'sagoodthingthatIknowhowto

handleagunfortimeslikethis,right?

Mtho:Iguess,I'msorryIwasn'theremkami,arethe



kidsokay?

Ntando:"shitshit,weforgottheminthesafewith

Nandi",sheranupstairs

Ntsika:"theyarealright,theresfoodandsnacksin

there,theyprobablysleeping",heturnedhisgazeto

Marcia,"andyoumamaMarcia,wheredidyoulearn

aboutguns?"

Marcia:let'sjustsayI'vehandledmoredangerous

thingsthanguns,myexhusbandisnotorious

gangsterinAmericaIhadtolearn

Theyallwhistled,causingMarciatoblush

overwhelmed,shedidadramaticcurtsy.

*****



AcallcamethroughMnqobi’sphone,heanswered…

Mnqobi:hello

Voice:HiisthisMnqobiMpungose

Mnqobi:yes

Voice:OKbhuti,Ifoundtwoladiesunconscious

yesterdayjustoutsidemywork,couldyouplease

comeandgetthem

Mnqobi:"yye…yesuhm,whereareyou",hesaidhis

heartbeatingoutofhisribcagebecauseoffearof

whatawaitshim

Voice:I'minJohannaroadjustoppositeRochdale

Park,Iwillsendyouthelocation.



Mnqobi:"aretheyhurt?"heaskedswallowinga

lumpthatwasbuildinguphisthroat.

Voice:justcomebhuti

Mnqobi:I'llbethere

Hedroppedthecall,alleyeswereonhim.

Nkosa:and?

Mnqobi:theyfoundthem,I'mjustscaredtoface

them,whatarewegoingtosay?Thatwecouldn't

protectthem?

Nkosa:"justcheckforthelocationMnqobi,thisis

notthetimeforthat",hesaidannoyed



Nkosi:NkosanayoubettercalmdownnoworIwill

helpyouwiththat,Mnqobiisolderthanyouandyou

willaddresshimwithrespectuyangizwamfana

wami(didyoumeboy?)

Nkosa:"yebobaba",heswallowedhard

Nkosi:youmyson,Iknowthatyouarefrustrated

thatthingsaren'tgoingrightbutselfcontrolisa

verypowerfulweapon,theseareyourbrothersnot

yourenemies.Ifyouneedtolashout,goandkick

boxorwhateveraylodotiowenzayo(notthis

nonsenseyouaredoing).

Nkosa:"ngiyaxolisabafethu,I'mmostlyangryat

myself",hescratchedhisheadvigorously

Mnqobicheckedforthelocation,received,so

Nkosana,NkaandLangaleftwithwhileNtsikaand



YandaheadedtoYanda'splace.Ntwenhlewent

hometoEnhle.

__________

Yanda'splace

Ntsikawasscanningtheplacethoroughly,while

Yandafollowed,thegadgetstartedbeepinglike

crazy.

Ntsika:"there'salisteningbugunderyourcoffee

table",hepeeleditoff

Yanda:FuckNosisathatbitch

Ntsikacarriedonandfoundmorechipsandhidden

camerasaroundthehouse,thatmadeYandaeven



morefustrated.

Ntsika:there'swaytoomuchthingsinherebafo

andIreallydoubtit'sNosisa,haveyoueverlefther

inthehousealone?

Yanda:no,maybewhenI'msleeping

Ntsika:nah,thisneedstime,itwasdonebya

professional

Yanda:"whatareyoutryingtosayNtsika?",hesaid

gettingworkedupanddefensive.

Ntsika:nothing

Hepackedhisstuffandleftafterarchinghis

eyebrowsathim.



*******

AssoonasNtsikaleft,Yandadrewouthisphone

fromhispocketanddialedNtsiki,sheansweredon

thethirdring.

Ntsiki:love

Yanda:MYPLACENOW

Ntsiki:Ican't,Ihavealotofwork

Yanda:ifyounothereinthenext30minutes,Idon't

everwanttoseeyouagain

Ntsiki:Yandawhat'swiththe….



Hehungup…

_______

Nkosanapulledupinanarrowdustystreetasthe

navigationindicatedthattheyhadreachedtheir

destination.

Mnqobi:it'sthehousewiththebluecorrugatediron

roof

Nka:gentsjustknowit'snotyourfaultandI'm

prettysureourwivesknowthat,justbestrong.

Langa:wethankGod,someonefoundthem

TheNorwoodbrotherspattedtheKhozabrothers

ontheirshoulderasmeansofcomfortingthem.



Theyknockedonthedoorandatalldarkman

opened.

Him:welcomemadodamynameisMfanafuthiZulu

Mnqobi:awwSthulisikandaba,I'mMnqobi

Mpungoseandthesearemybrothers,

Heintroducedallofthemonebyone,heseemed

likeadecentrootedguy.

Mfana:ngenanimadoda(comein)

Theycomplied,thesatontheCouchesandwaited

forMfanafuthiforawayforward.

Hedissappearedintheroomandcameback

followedbyMasabathaandFuthi.Theyeyeswere



redandpuffy,theylookedpaleandweak.The

brotherscouldn'tcontrolthemselves,theystoodup

inaspeedoflightningandpulledthemintoan

embrace,theladiesstartedcryingalloveragain.

Mfana:Ifoundthemunconsciousjustoutsidemy

workplaceasIwasdrivingout,I'manelectrical

engineerattheUmngeniWaterssoitwaseasyfor

metogetafootageoftheoutsidecamera.Igotthe

numberplateofthepersonwhodumpedthemthere.

Nkosa:Idon'tknowhowtothankyouMageba,we

havebeenlookingalloverforthembuthittingdead

ends,thankyou.

Mfana:there'sareasonwhyeverythingturnedout

thewayitdid,youseemlikegreatpeopleI'msure

youwouldhavedonethesameifroleswere

reversed.



Mnqobi:"thankyou",heturnedtoFuthiand

Masabatha,"didyouseeanythingthatcanhelpus

catchthesepeople?"

Sabatha:weweredruggddmostofthetimeandthe

peopleneverspokeinourpresencebutIthinkit

wasgirlsbecauseoftheirmovements,theywere

fullycovered.

Futhi:"themanwhokidnappediscrazyandcreepy",

shesaidspooked

Nka:Thamiobviously

Theyconversedsomemoreuntilitwastimetogo,

theyexchangednumbersandbidfarewell.

________



Ntsiki

I'mshittinginmypantsrightnow,I'mstuck

betweenarockandahardplace,apartofmewant

tobestubbornandstayhere,thenrockuplaterwith

a"heyhoneyI'mherenowisn't?"butthatcanearn

meaboot-outandIcan'thavethat.SoI'mgoingto

beagreatgirlfriendandruntomymanheneeds

me,Ipackmybagandgatherallmythingsandleft.

AfewminutesI'mpullinguphisdriveway,I

immediatelygetexcitedbecauseImightjustbag

myselfaquickie,saltiskillingme.Iknockonceand

open,Ifoundhimswirlinghisglassofwhiskey.

Me:"heybabe",myvoicehighpitchedasever

Yanda:"awuhlalelaphontokazi",(sitrightthere),he

pointedtothecouchacrosshim,hisglassstillin

hand.



Me:okay,youactingwierd.

Yanda:whyareyouheremaKani?

Me:comeonLiyanda,Idon'thavetimeforthis,I'm

herebecauseyoucalledme…tshiiii

Yanda:whyareyouherewithme?

Me:"Iwillnotrepeatmyself",Isaidgettingannoyed

Hestoodup,ifI'mnotmistakenIwouldsayhis

upsetaboutsomething,Iwonder.Hedissappeared

tohisbedroomandcamebackafterafewminute,

butwhathehadinhishandiswhatcaughtmy

attention,hescatteredallthewiresonthecoffee

table"shit"isallIcouldsay.



Yanda:IwantyououtifmyhouseandIdon'tever

wanttoseeyouagain.

Me:Liyandaatleasthearmeout

Yanda:eyfuseghambanx(eypissoffabdgetout)

Me:myfeelingsforyouaregenuineLiyanda,Iwas

just..

IgotstartledwhenIheardtheglassbreakonlyto

realiseitwasthewhiskyinhishand,makinglines

downthewallsandglassedshatteredallover,Fuck

hismad.

Yanda:closethedooronyourwayout.



Ileftwithatailbetweenmylegs…
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Masabatha

Icancelthecalloncemore,Isighedheavilyand

coveredmyheadwithapillow.

Nkosa:"Dynamiteyougoingtohavetotalktoher

eventually",hesaidpullingmeclosertohisbody.

Me:Nkosanashemustleavemealone



Nkosa:she'syourmotherMasabatha

Me:don'tyoudarestartwithmeNkosanaKhoza

ungalingenje(don'tyoudare),ifyouknewhalfof

thethingsthatwomandid,youwouldn'tbe

butteringmelikethis

Nkosa:OKI'msorry,Ididn'tmeantoupsetyou.

Me:shehasn'tseenmeinfouryearsshewill

survive

Nkosa:whathappened?

Me:itsalongboringstory,Idon'tfeellikegoing

downmemorylane,maybesomeothertime



Nkosa:yourdad?

Me:hepassedon,that'swhenthingsstarted

crumblingandfromthereitdeteriorated

Nkosa:I'mherewheneverrememberthat

Me:thankyouNkosiyenhliziyoyami(thekingofmy

heart)

Nkosa:"dynamiteIloveyouandwhenIcouldntfind

you,Iwasloosingmymindandalmostcollecteda

beatingfrommydad",hechuckles

Me:why?

Nkosa:I…have…AngerproblemssometimesbutI'm

workingonit,andwhenI'minthemodeIdon'tcare



ifyouolderthanme.

Me:what'syourtriggers?

Nkosa:alotofthingsbutwhenmylovedonesare

harmed,injustice,disrespect,ifI'mnotincontrolof

asituationIgobullistic.Dissapointment,betrayal,

andloss

Me:wow,youneedtherapy

Nkosa:Ihavebeen,Idokickboxingtokeepmyself

incheck,wellwealldobutI'mtheworst.

Me:justsoyouknow,wedon'tblameyouforwhat

happened,Iknowforsureyouwouldhavekicked

hisassifyouwerethere.



Iseeasmileformingatthecornersofhismouth,

anditquicklydissappeared,hisfacehardenedand

heclearedhisthroat

Nkosa:"Amberescaped",Igasped

Me:"soit'sher"?,Istoodupandstartedpacing

aroundtheroom.

Nkosa:notconfirmedyet

Me:thistimepleaseletmesortherout,noone

shouldstopme.

Nkosa:fiestymuch

Me:angibhenywamina,uGatshenilo(noone

messeswithme,I'maGatsheni)



Nkosi:soontobeKhoza

Iloosenupandsmiledshyly.

__________

Yanda

Ifeellikefiringalltheseguysthatworkatthecartel

butdadrecommendsthembecausehisbeenwith

themforyears,neverthelesstheincompetencethey

havebeenshowingmelatelyisrevolting.It's

problemsaftertheother,myrunnersarebeingshot

orstabbedtodeath,policearesnoopingaroundits

amess.IcallmyrighthandmanBlade,maybehe

hassomeinsight,hepicksuponthesecondringas

ifhewaswaitingformycall.



Blade:boss

Me:what'sgoingonBlade?Whyaremyboysbeing

killedonebyone?

Blade:Ithinksomeoneistryingtotakeourturfsby

provokingus

Me:whyamIhearingthisnow

Blade:Idon'thavefulldetails,it'sjustspeculation

nje

Me:buthowdotheyknowabouttheoperation?

Blade:itcanonlymeanonething

Me:there'sasnitchamongstus



Blade:Precisely

Me:youneedtoweanhimoutquick,Idon'thave

timeforthis,Ihavealotonmyplaterightnow

Blade:sureboss

_________

Langa

Iarrivehomeafterahecticdayatthegym,

membershipapplicationsarefloodingandmy

adminteamisslowastortoises,it'salways

somethingwiththem.Idon'tunderstandhowcan

webeshortofaccesscardswhenthere'sa

managerandasupervisoronthepremises,what

thehelldoIpaythemforiftheycan'trunagym.I'm



fulltimeatthepanelbeater,mydadthrewmeon

thedeepend,sinceI'mamanImustworkformy

familysoIruntheplacewhilehesitsathomeand

collectshispercentageattheendofthemonth.

Mustbenicetobehim,letmecallthissexy

managersoshecanexplaintomewhyisshe

neglectingherduties,Icanalreadythinkofwaysto

punishher.

MJ:"heybabe",she'scrying

Me:wherethehellareyouMary-Jane?

MJ:athome

Me:whereismydaughter?

MJ:withme



Me:didn'tItellyounevertotakemydaughterthere?

WhyisCaranetherewithyouMary-Jane?Soyou

wantthemtosucceedpoisoningherthistime

MJ:Iwasjusttryingto…I...Ithoughtmaybe

Me:getyourflatassherenownx,what'syour

praachies?IftheytouchmydaughterIwilldala

themyoucheck,tunethemIwilldalawhatIsmaak,

Idon'tgiveafuckiftheyyourparents.

MJ:"hisdeadCarvin,shekilledhimokay,myfather

isdead,somuchblood",shesobs

Me:stekiewhyyoudidnttellme,FuckI'monmy

way

Idropthecallandrushtomycar….



_________

Mfana

I'mchillingwiththegentsroundingupourdays

work,mymoodiselatedbecausethejobwasa

successandwedon'thavetodothisforawhile.

Me:madodaumsebenziwethuuhlanzekile,uhambe

kahlekakhulu(gentsourjobwasacleanone),just

laylowandpleasecleanyourmoneyandspend

wiselyotherwiseyouknowwhatIwilldo,angizwani

nezilima(Idon'tmixwithfools).

Man1:thanksbraFanaforlettingusinonthisone,

it'sreallygoingtohelpalot,kwandeMageba

Man2:reallybraFanaikatibeselileleezikozingazi

ukuthisenzeni,siyabonga(thingswerereallybad



andwedidn'tknowwhattodo,thankyou)

Me:youknowIneverletyoudownandweblack

brothersshouldsticktogetherbecausenoonein

thisworldwillrescueus,wehavetosurvivebafethu.

Nowgoandprovideforyourfamilies.

Theyleftelated,theweightoftheirwalletswas

overwhelming.

Mfanafuthiclearedhisstashandburieditina

secretcompartmentunderhisbed,hecleanedup,

closedthewindows,switchedoffthelightsandleft.

***

Onmywaytomyapartmentacallcamethrough

myphone,IconnectedtheBluetoothiconsinceI

wasdriving,Iknewmymomwillhaveafatlotto



saysinceImissedmyvisitlastweekend.

Me:maoledy

Mom:maoledymyfootyourottenchild,youwant

metodiealonehere

Me:calmdownntombendalayouwillnotdie,and

whathappenedtothegirlIhiredtolookafteryou?

Mom:isshemychild?

Me:nobutit'sherjobtokeepyoucompanyandrun

errandsforyou,I'mcomingthisweekend

Mom:Iwon'tholdyoutoit,whydon'tyougetmea

makotiatleastMfanafuthi,thenIcanhave

grandchildrentofillthisvoidIhaveinside,Imaydie



anytimemyson

Me:comeonmah,it'snotthateasyyouknow,with

myjobbesidesIhaven'tmettheone

Mom:"theone"wokunukayini,ifyoucan'tcourtlet

meknow,Iwillachooseabeautifulgirlforyou,

eventhisonehereshe'sbeautifulwithbighipsand

bumsshewillcarrybeautifulchildren.

Me:what?Nononoaima,ngizozishelelaand

pleasenotheraibo,Iwillgetawifeokay,abeautiful

oneandyouwillhavelotsofgrandchildren

Mom:Ehenathat'swhatIwanttohear

Me:"Iloveyoumawami",Isigh



Mom:Iloveyoutoothumbuwami

_________

Ntsiki

General:ItrustedyouLeutenantbutyouletme

down,whatasloppyjobcomingfromyou.

Me:I'msorrybutLiyandaisnotstupid,healready

knewI'macop

General:IknowthatbutIthoughtmaybeyoucould

marinadehimwithyoursexybodyandhewillbe

sold

Me:notallmenarefoolishlikethat



General:wellthatpromotionjusttook5stepsback,

LeutenantLangaisfollowingagreatleadonthe

cartel,plusaheistthattookplaceyesterday.

Me:goodforhim,atleasthedoesn'thavetotoyor

suppresshisfeelings

General:meaning?

Me:thatIdon'tappreciatewhatyoudid,Liyanda

wasnotpartofworkfromthebeginning,itwas

personalbutyoutookadvantageofthatand

pushedmeinthedeepend.

General:areyoufallinginlovewiththeboy,that's

greatNontsikelelo

Me:"No",Isaidsharply,I'mnotinlovebutheisand

hedoesn'twantanythingtodowithmerightnow.



General:ahwellitiswhatitis,wetookanoath

Me:yep

General:doyouthinkhissomewhatinvolvedinthe

daytodayrunningofthecartel?

Me:"nah",Ilied,"hiscleanasawhistle,hisalawyer

atMpungoseandSons.

TruthisIknowthatheisrunningthecartel,I

eavesdropedonhiscallswithhisdadbutdoIwant

todisclosethat?Hellno,thisGeneralcangofuck

himself,nowIknowhewasnevergoingtogiveme

thatpromotion.
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Ntsika

Me:gotyoumurfucker,Ifuckinggotyouputa

IstoodandstartedjumpingupanddownamIgood

orwhat,Ifuckingfoundthislunaticfuckhisgood.

"Yeees"Iyellwhilebangingthetable,Icheckthe

timeit's3am,Ihaven'tsleptawinkindaystryingto



findThami.IthoughtaboutwhatNkosanasaid,his

accurateit'stimetoupitanotch,weneedtocutout

allthelooseendstopreventproblemsinthefuture.

Ifeeltinywarmhandsdrapingmefrombehind,a

smileinvoluntaryformedatthecornersofmy

mouth.

Me:Diamante!DidIwakeyouup?

Nandi:inawaybutthat'scool,whatyouexcited

about?

Me:"IfoundThamibabecomeandsee",shesettled

onmylapandfocusedonthescreen

Nandi:"noway"shegasped,howonearthdidyou

pullthisup?



Me:that'saninsulttoyourmanprincess,I'ma

geniushawu

Nandi:Iknowbutit's3amandIknowyouhave

beenworkingonthisforawhile

Me:wellIhadtodosomeillegalstuff

Nandi:Likewhat?

Me:likehackintothesatellite

Nandi:"ainoElwhatiftheycatchyouandlockyou

up,Iwoulddie",shepouted

Me:really?Doyoulovemethatmuch?,shenodded.

"RelaxitwasforcoupleofsecondsandIhidmyIP

addresstheywon'tfindme,theywon'tevenknowI



wasinthere".

Nandi:that'sgreat,nowElIwantedtoask,willyour

mothereverallowDinganetolivewithus?

Me:eishDiamanteIthinkyoushouldjustmake

peacewithit,wecanalwaysgothereasmuchas

youwant,plusMarciaisthere.Yousawhowsheis

withhim,seethisaspartofourpunishmentfor

hidingitfromthem.

Nandi:Imisscaringforhim

Me:"Iknowbuthisingreathandsandhelovesit

there,ourchilddoesn'twantus",weburstoutin

laughter,"mymommeanswellprincess,shewants

youtofinishyourdegreeandformetoestablishmy

company,sowecanbeabletorunahomewell".



Nandi:Iguessso,areyouhappy?

Me:"ifonlyyouknew",Ipeckedherlips

___________

Naratted

Thamiwasrestinginhishideouttunnel,waitingfor

hisarmtohealsohecouldexecutehisplanonce

andforall,thistimewasgoingtobethefinalnailto

thecoffin,hewassleepingwhenheheardfootstep

abovethesurface.Hisheartliterallystoppedfora

second,hedidafewbreathingexerciseashe

swallowedhard,coulditbethattheyfoundhim.He

sattherequietlycarefulnottoevenbreathenor

blink,hestayeduntilheheardthefootstepsfade

away,heletoutabigsigh"phew"thatwasclose.



Theysaidcuriositykilledthecat,becausehe

couldntoppresstheurgetodiscoverwhoisitthat

hisinvadinghisprivateterritory,afteragoodhour

hehoistedhimselfupasheclimbeduphisrusted

metalstaircase.Hecarefullyandslowlyliftedup

thegrasscoveredprivatedoorashepeekedhis

headoutlikearabbitinitshole,hedidaquick360

degreescanandnothing.Heemergedoutfullyand

startedpatrollingthearea,hestoppedwhenhe

realizedwhatwasbeforehim,hestartedsweating

andhisbreathingpatternwasabnormal.

Ntsika:ThamsanqaJolawhatitdo?Heflashedhim

hisbiggestsmiles

Thami:you?Howdidyou?…Heheldontohischest

ashisthroatwassurpressedandhecouldn't

breatheproperly.

Ntsika:findyou?Isthatwhatyouaskingme?Itwas

easyjustneededalotiftime



Thetreesstartedmovingvigorouslyastherestof

theBiznizrevealedthemselves.

Nkosa:yesesyouareannoying,whatfuckeryisthis?

Yanda:"thegameswereboringthehelloutofme",

theybustedoutlaughingexceptforNtwenhle.

Nka:you'vegottogiveittohim,hissmarthehitus

withaOsamaBinLaden

Mnqobi:smartokokunukayini?Hisacoward,

indodayonkeicasheemgodinisiesonyou(awhole

manhidingunderground)

Langa:noIwanttovyinsideandcheckitout,I

knowhisanutcasebutwehavetoappreciatehis

geniuswork,afterhediesI'minheritingthishideout



guys,ngicelaukungabangiswa,thisismadir(nice).

Theyallburstedoutlaughingandtheyquickly

retreatedwhentheysawNtwenhlestepping

forward,hewasstandinginfrontofThami,hewas

veryclosetohisface,veryclose.

Ntwe:wemeetagainmsunuwakho

Thami:fuckoff

Ntwe:ujwayeleukutholaIzintoozifunayongiyabona

kodwakeuMbalenhlengekeuzeumnuke

uyangizwasani(youareusedofgettingwhatyou

wantIcanseebutyouwillnotsmellMbalenhleyou

hearme),hespatthroughgriitedteeth,heslightly

slappedhimcontinuously.

Thami:Iwon'tsmellher,Iwillhaveher,herbody



respondstomine.

Ntwe:"really",helaughedsohardthathistummy

wassore.

Thami:"ifthatpagerdidn'tgothrough,shewouldbe

carryingmybabyaswespeak",Ntwenhle'sface

hardenedatthatdiscoverybuthedownplayedit

realquick.

Ntwe:soyoutellingmethatmywife'sbodyreacts

toyours?ButyouweredatingforyearsyetIfound

hersealed,seriously?I'mtheonlyonethattapthat

assandshewillonlycarrymyseed,I'mtheonethat

marriedthatass,butI'llgiveatwoforambition.

Mnqobi:bringhimtomidlands,imaginethiskindof

mandatingMYsister,Iwoulddie.



____________

Yanda

Anunsavednumberappearedonthescreen.

Me:hello

Her:Liyandait'sNontsikelelopleasedon'thangup

Me:howmanytimesmustIblockyourmillion

numbersufunani?(whatdoyouwant?)

Ntsiki:Idon'thavemuchtimeandwhatI'maboutto

domightgetmefired.

Me:talkwoman



Ntsiki:Ideservethatdon'tI?AnywayLuetanant

Langaandthegeneralarepreparingtoraidyour

warehouse,youhaveasnitchinyourcircle,hehas

toldthemaboutdrugsworth60millionrands

stashed,sopleasemylovemoveitimmediatelyand

donotusethewhitevanithasatracker,usethe

blackone.

Me:mylovehuh?

Ntsiki:hurry,shehungup

Sheleftmesmilinglikearetard,Ihurriedlyreported

tothebrothers.

Me:Ineedhelpatthewarehouse,Ntsikijusttipped

meoff



Mnqobi:"youthatgoodhuh?awholecophelping

youout",Ismirkedatthatthought

Nkosa:Iwillcomewithyou

Langa:yametoo,Idon'twanttogettraumatizedby

theactiontotakeplaceinthemidlands

Nka:Iwillpasstoo

Ntwe:pussies

Theyalllaughed…

Mnqobi:fineyouallgowithYanda,Iwillwillgowith

Ntwenhlewegotthis.

Ntsika:Iwillgohomeandcheckthefordanger



alertsforbothofyourmissions

Nkosa:namanga(youlying),justadmituyoshaya

umdavazo(yougoingtohavesex)withtheprincess,

youguysareinseparable

Ntsika:youmakeitsoundlikesuchabadthing?

Mnqobi:Ntsikayoumustcallmeevery30minutes

soIknowyouworking,itwon'tbefaironusyou

know

Ntsika:mywomanisatwork,Idon'tknowwhatyou

aretalkingabout

Theyallwalkedaway….

________



Laterthatday….

[Narrated]

Nkanyezi

HedialedanumberthroughtheBluetoothashe

drovetohisapartment.

Voice:hello

Nka:Bhovunganeit'sNkanyezi

Nkosi:ohunjanimfana(howareyouboy)

Nka:ngiyaphilaBhovungane,lookuhmIwouldlike



toinviteyouforcoffee,there'ssomethingIwant

yourinsightinifyouareavailable

Nkosi:ohOK…uhmtomorrowisfine

Nka:perfectsir,FegoBroadwaylet'ssayaround

lunchtime

Nkosi:perfect

Nka:alright,ngiyabonga

Hehungedup,hisheartbeatingoutofhisribcage,

fingerscrossthathisplanwon'tbackfire.
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ATTHEPOLICESTATION

GeneralandleutenantLangastormedinfromthe

raidfurious,theyweresocloseinshuttingdown

oneofthebiggestcartelsinSouthAfrica,thiswas

goingtobegreatforthemandthestation.

Gen:someonetippedthemoff

LeutLanga:orourinformerwastakingusforaride

Gen:Idoubtit,theyweretippedof,evenhesaid

theyleftabruptly,theywerenotsummonedtohelp

movethedrugs

LeutLanga:shittheyknowthere'saninformant

inside,weneedtogetthatguyoutfromthere



Gen:buthisnousetousfromtheoutside,Lucky

muststaythereandcarryonasnormal

LeutLanga:Ijusthopewearenotputtinghislifein

danger

Gen:ifheplaysalonghewillbefine

Nontsikelelowaseavesdroppingonthe

conversationthewholetime,pretendingtobeon

herphoneastheotherofficerswerewalkingupand

downthecorridor.

Ntsiki:"gotyou",shesaidsoftlyasshewalkedback

herworkingstation

____________



MidlandsKZN:caution notforthefainthearted-

violenceandbrutality.

TwomeninblackdraggedacarefreeThamiintothe

basement.

Thami:whyamItiedupheh,there'slikefourofyou

againstone,whatcanIpossiblydo?

Mnqobi:nothingobviouslybutwewilltieyounetfor

control

Thami:wenaZungu,youthoughtIwasgoingtolet

youtaketheloveofmylifelyingdown,uphambene

Ihadtodosomething.Iwantedyoudeadonyour

weddingdaybutthefoolsIhiredwereamateurs,

theyfuckingruinedmyplans.



Ntwe:whatdoyouwantustodowiththatinfosani?

Thami:Iwantittosinkintothatbigheadofyours

thatI'msmarterandbetterforEnhle.Icantreather

waybetter,Icantreatherlikeaqueennotthis

sloppyjobyoudoing.

Ntwe:okaysuqedile?Angikazingiyiboneindoda

ekhulumanjengawe,umlomoumanzingathiumfazi

(okayareyoudone?I'veseenamanthatlovesto

talklikeyou,youarealwaysyappinglikeawoman)

Thami:fuckyou

Ntwe:ohnoIgotEnhleforthat,mqaqenimadoda

(untiehim)

Theyuntiedhim,hestartedlaughingashe

inspectedhimself,hethenrubbedthelinesonhis



wristsfromtheropes.Ntwenhletookoffhiswatch

andjacketheplacedthemonthetableinthefar

corneroftheroom.Mnqobipulledachaircloserto

himandgotcomfortable.

Mnqobi:"thisisgoingtobefun",Ntwenhlerolledhis

eyes.

Ntwe:hissoweak

ThamichargedtowardsNtwenhlebutheearned

himselfafirmkickonhisabdomen,hegroanedin

pain,hequicklyregainedhisstepsandtriedto

throwinafewpunchesbutNtwenhlepunchedhim

asofhewasapunchingbag,Thami'sbloodwas

gushingeverywhere.Ntwenhlesqueezedhis

oesophagusashepinnedhimonthewall,hisgaze

piercingthroughThami'ssoulashetightenshis

griponhiswindpipe.Thamiwasturningpurpleand

hiseyesrollingbackashekickedhislegsasa

symbolofretreatbutNtwenhle'sragewasn't



satisfied

Ntwe:howdareyoutouchmywife,ungitapa

kancane,awungiboni(youundermine,you

disregardingme)heletgoofhimashisbody

floppedonthefloor.

Hestartedkickinghimalloverwithcombatboots

butfocusingmoreonhishead,Thamiwastooweak

totryandstophim.Ntwenhledraggedhimbyhis

onelegaroundtheroom,hepoura5litreofwater

onhimandthatcausedhimtogaspoutofshock.

Ntwe:youwillnotdiejustyet,I'mnotdonewithyou

Thami:"pple..ase",hestartedcoughing

uncontrollably

Thesoundofstilettoscaughtthemen'sattention.



ShewaswearingaChineseQipaoorCheongsam,

theshortestyouhaveeverseen,itwasroyalbluein

color,thedresshuggedherbodyperfectly.

Ntwe:babewhatareyoudoinghere?

Enhle:"Iwanttomakesureyoukillhim",shesaid

whilesheplacedherhandbagbythechairnextto

Mnqobi.

Ntwe:maHlaseI'mnotcomfortablewithyouseeing

allofthis

Enhle:I'mhereforclosureSengwayodon'tdeprive

me

Thami:"Mba…a..li",hetriedtocallher



Enhle:eyfokofwena.

Ntwenhlewenttocleanhimself,afterafewminutes

hecamebackandpeckedhiswife.

Ntwe:youlooksobeautiful,what'stheoccasion?

Enhle:closingthischapterinourlives.

HedrewabigassInjectionwithasubstance,ina

brownbottle.SheinjectedThamiwithit,afterafew

minuteshestartedshakingvigorously,heshookfor

agood30minutesandstartedreleasingfoamfrom

hismouth.After40minuteshewasdeclareddead

butNtwenhleshothimontheheadcountlessjustto

besure.

Ntwe:bullseye



Mnqobi:soEnhleyoudroveallthewaytokillThami

withpoison??

Enhle:Iwantedhimtofeeltheexcruciatingpain

Ntwe:restinshit

______

Nkanyezi

Ihavesettledforacornertablesowecanhave

privacy,Icame40minutesearlierjusttocalmmy

nervesbutit'snotdoingmejustice,I'mtappingmy

fingersonthetable,ohIcanseehim,Iwaveand

stoodupasasignofrespect.

Me:Bhovunganethankyouonceagain



Nkosi:"ungahlalanjephansiNorwood"(youcan

takeyourseat),Isatdownimmediately,whythehell

wasIstillstanding?

Me:"everythingyouorderisonme",IsayasIsignal

thewaiter.

Nkosi:"ofcourseit'sonyou,youinvitedmeto

lunch",

heordersaburgermealwithanappletiserwhileI

settledforAmericanoandachocchipGiantmuffin,

Iwasn'tinthemoodtoeat,Ineededtogetthisover

anddonewith.

Me:"Iwanttothankyouonceagainforcoming,I

knowyouareabusyman.FirstlyIwantto

apologizeforthepainIcausedNkosazane,every

tearshedforme,I'msorry.Youhavearaiseda



beautiful,strong,smartandlovingyounglady,you

andmaNtombididatremendousjobwithZaneI

commendyou.Iamtheheadarchitectureinoneof

thebestarchitectcompanies,Ihavetwocompanies

IinheritedfrommydadAndreandIhavea

businessplanformyowncompanyIwouldliketo

openwhenI'mready",Ipushthefiletowardshim.

Nkosi:whyamIhereNorwood

Me:IloveZanewithallofmyheart,IknowIhave

dissapointedinthepastbutI'vematurednowand

I'mreadytotakemyresponsibility.BeforeIleftI

promisedNkosazanethatuponmyreturnIwill

makeanhonestwomanoutofher.SopleaseKhoza,

Bhovungane,HlasewithyourpermissionmayI

haveNkosazane'shandinmarriage?

Nkosi:*silence*



Me:Iwillloveher,protecther,provideforher.

Nkosi:Aiokay,kulungileNkanyezibutjustsoyou

know,youdon'tdeserveherandyouwillneverbe

goodenoughforher,youknowwhy?Becauseshe's

mydaughterbutIwillnotgetinthewayofloveand

sinceyouhandledyourselflikeadecentman,Iwill

treatyoulikeone.Hurthermfanawamiuzongazi

(myboyyouwillknowme)

Me:Ngibonge

Hecallsthewaiteragain.

Nkosi:"youpayingforlunchtoday?"Inod,"inthat

casepleasebringmethesametimes4".

Me:areyougoingtoeatallofthat?



Nkosi:no,youforgotthatNkosazanehas5fathers?

Theyallsupposedtobepresentinthismeetingbut

youdecidedtocornerme,sobuyingthemlunchfor

acknowledgementshouldn'tbeaproblem.

Me:forNkosazaneIwoulddoanything

Nkosi:greatbecauseyouwillhavetoinvitethenext

fathertotellthemthesamethingsyoutoldme.

Withthathestoodandwalkedawayleavingme

gobsmacked.Thewaitercamebackwiththeorder,I

organizedforthemtodelivertotheirofficessinceit

becamemyproblemnow.Onthebrightside

NkosenyeKhozaagreed…HEAPPROVEDtherest

cangofuckthemselves.

_________



Mfanafuthi

Me:whatdoyoumeanLeatLangaisontous?

Voice:hisaskingquestionsandit'sonlyamatterof

timebeforeheasktherightpeople

Me:hisdaysarenumberedngifungaUmanasi(I

swearonmymom)

Voice:buthehasn'tmadeanarrestwhichmeans

it'sonlysuspicionandnothingthatwillstick

Me:IhopesobecauseI'mnotgoingtojail

Voice:alrightboss

Ihungup….



Irollmyjointandsitcomfortablyonthecarpet,why

can'tthisstupidcopturnablindeyeandleaveme

alone?Weasblackbrothersaretryingtomake

endsmeetwhilesomearesnatchingapieceof

meatrightoutofourmouths.Ifeelmybody

floatingandI'mateaseasIletthegrasssinkin.I

decidetocallmymom.

Me:maukahlenjelapho

Mom:Imjustmissingyou

Me:I'mcomingthisweekend

Weconverseduntilherbatterydied,yeyyithis

womanhasgotstories.
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ATTHESPA

Enhle:Ineedawholebottleofwinetomyself,so

pleaseI'mnotsharing.

Ntombi:whatarewecelebrating?



Enhle:"Thenutcaseisoutofmylifeforgood",she

screams"YEAH"

Zane:wecanallgobacktoournormallivesyoh,

whatnuisancehewas.

Ntando:Ihopeyoualllearntsomethinginallofthis,

everythingwegothroughinlifethere'salessonto

learn.

Enhle:aleapardneverchangesitsspotsiswhatI

tookfromallofthis

Pretty:aaaaaandkeepyoureyestoyourhusband,

youhadnobusinesswithThamifromthedayyou

brokeupwithhim

Enhle:"IguessIdeservethat",shenodded

continuously



Nondu:sometimesyouneedtonudgeyourmanin

therightdirection,looknowNtwenhlefollowsyou

likealostpuppy,henowappreciatesyouevenmore.

Marcia:Truebutyouwillhavetoworkhardtoearn

histrustagain

Ntando:"exactly",sheclinksherglassofwinewith

Marcia

Ntombi:I'mjustgladthisisallover

NtandocalledZinhleover…

Zinhle:needmorewinebafazi?

Ntando:nothanksmfazikaShakesbutIwouldlike



youtolookforanewmanager

Zinhle:whatfor?IloveNandishe'sagreatasset

Ntando:Idon'tcare,Iwon'thavemyprincessslave

foryou,ayikabiIwanthertofocusonschoolsolely.

Zinhle:mayeisthatyoulowkeyintroducinganew

additiontothefamily?

Ntando:sortofbutI'mserious,shehasbeen

throughalotandit'suptoustosupportherand

showerherwithlove

Zinhle:it'sdonetheneventhoughmyheartissore,

she'sreallygreat.

Ntombi:soNtsikaissettlednjejustlikethat?



Marcia:hebetterbe,thatgirlthrewawayallher

moralstopourherheartoutforhim

Nondu:ncoooIloveheralready

Pretty:andshe'spretty

Ntando:"Ijusthopethisisitforthem nogames,

bafazithiswasnicebutwehavegotsomuchwork

preparingfortheyoungbloodtotakeover",she

glancedatthegirls.

Alltheseniorwivesleftoneaftertheother.Zinhle

wenttoNandi'slittleoffice.

Zinhle:Nandiyouarefiredwithimmediateeffect



Nandi:what?Youcan'tdothat,forwhat?

Zinhle:allIcansayiswelcometothefamily,and

I'mgivingyou15minutestovacateyouroffice

Nandi:maZinhle!!!MrsZungu!!!

Theclickingsoundofstilettosdissappearedinto

thehallway…

****

Sanewalkedinlateasusual,shefloppeddownthe

couchandletoutabigsigh.

Enhle:troubleinparadise?

Sane:noIhaveconcludednginebhadinjemina(I



havebadluck)

Zane:there'snosuchthing,butitwillcometolifeif

youkeepspeakingituponyourself

Futhi:Zaneisrightlove,speaklifeandsurround

yourselfwithpositivity

Sane:ohguyshowIwishIcouldbreakitdown,you

don'tunderstand

Sabatha:whateveritishoney,wegotyourback

Enhle:always,girlswhereisMJ?

Sane:wehaven'tseenherinawhilecometothink

ofit



Futhi:"wearesobad",theyallgasp

Zane:she'salright,shewantstobealoneher

mothermurderedherfatherincoldbloodinfrontof

herandCarane

Enhle:"NooooomywordZanewhydidn'tyousay

something",theygasped

Zane:shewantstobealoneguys,let'srespectthat

plusLangaisthere

Nandiwalkedinwithaboxfilledwithfilesandher

littledecoraccessories.

Sane:andthen?

Nandi:IjustgotfiredONTHESPOTcanyoubelieve



it,sheplacedtheboxdownandgrabbedaglassof

winefromSabatha.

Sabatha:heygetyourown

Nandi:Ineedthismorethanyou,idon'tevenknow

whyI'mfired

Futhi:"it'syourmotherinlaw,shesaidyoutoo

precioustoslavearound,youareaprincessand

youbelonginacastlewithyourprinceNtsika",they

allburstoutlaughing.

Sabatha:ezazalwazimbethedade(thosewhoare

bornlucky)

Nandi:what?I'mmoreofaCinderella,Ihadtowork

mywayaroundandIlovethisjob.



Sane:yousogreatatit

Zane:aiboyouaremybrotherswomanandyouwill

notsweatforasalary,thinakaKhoza

siyabanakekelaabafazibethu(wetheKhoza’stake

careofourwives).

Enhle:andMameantwell,shewantsyoutofocus

onyourstudies,sograbthisopportunitywithboth

handsandenjoyit,it'stheleastwecanafter

uskhipheleisiqothuesinjesengane(yougaveus

suchabeautifulbaby).

Nandi:"Thankyou",wipingofftearsthreateningto

fallouthereyelids.

_____________

Yanda



Yanda:whothehellisLucky??

Blade:eishboss,hisMpisi'sson,Ijusthiredhim

monthsago

Yanda:whyisheincahootswiththepolice??

Blade:Luckywouldn'tdothat,heknowswhat'sat

stake,hisfatherworkedforKingBforyears

Yanda:histhefuckingassholesnitchingonus

Blade:"what",hiseyespoppedout

Yanda:youknowwhattodo



Blade:sureboss

__________

ATTHEPOLICESTATION

LuetLanga:I'mdrivingtoBizaneandI'mtakingthis

filewithme

Gen:youdon'twanttoletthisonego?

LuetLanga:withtheamountofcorruptofficers,I

can'ttakethechance,thisfilewillbringthatKhoza

carteltoitskneesalongtheirotherbusinesses

Gen:congratulationsLuetenantyouhaveoutdone

yourself,thisisgoingtobebig



LuetLanga:IwantittobebigGeneral,I'malready

planningaspeechforthestationspressconference

Gen:youhavethisinthebag,Ican'twaittoseethe

lookinLeutKani'sfacewhenyoutakethespoonof

foodouthermouth

LeutLanga:youknowwomenalwayswanttotake

overaman'sworld.Ihavebeenobservinghergoing

outofhermind,shedoesn'thavewhatittakes,

she'stooemotional.

Gen:don'tunderestimateher,Ididn'tmakea

mistakebyhiringherbutIagreethatthiscaseis

biggerthanher.Shecouldn'tevengetinformation

fromthatboyshewasscrewing

LeutLanga:aywomen,letmegetgoingIwillsee

youwhenI'mback.



Gen:IwillhandovertheheistcasetoLuetKani

whenshereturnsfromherleave

LeutLanga:nothatoneismine,Ihavebeen

followingthatmanforyears

Gen:greedwon'tgetyouanywhere,weareateam

hereLanga,thisoneI'mgivingtoKaniendofstory.

HewalkedoutleavingLeutenantLangafustrated,

hewantstobethetalkoftown,hewantstobe

respectedandfeared,Thesecaseswillservehim

justthatbutNontsikeleloisalwaysinthewayand

hehatedit.

__________

Sanelisiwe



Mygrandparentstookintheroleofparentsafter

whathappenedbetweenSneandmydad,it'sa

shamethatwearetheoneswhosufferedintheend.

Iwishmymomdidn'tbewitchmydad,Iwishwe

weren'tconceivedintheprocessbecausejust

maybeIwouldn'tfeelthewayIdo.Mydadtriesto

showmelovebutIalwaysfeellikeweruinedhis

life,themomentmymomdissappearedheshipped

ustohisparents.Theypracticallyraisedusupand

I'msograteful,atleastwedidn'thavetoseefirst

handthedamageSnedid.

TheBoutiqueisfullyminenow,withmy

qualificationasaBeauticianitfitsperfectly.

SomehowthisisablessingbecauseI'minmy

element.Mnqobiisthebestthingthatever

happenedtoSenziandI,hesomehowfilledthevoid

mydadleft,heisalwaysthereforus,wellforme

becausemydearSenziisnomore.Iwanttotake

thisplacetogreaterheightssomydadcanbe

proudofme,sothathecannoticeme.Myphone

ringsdisturbingmypityparty.



Me:hello

Voice:Sane

Me:talk

Voice:ProteaHotelroom346

Me:angiyenzileyonto(I'mnotdoingthat)

Voice:Iwasn'taskingyou

Me:I'mtellingyoukenami

Voice:Sanelisiweyougettingonmylastnerve

yezwa



Me:andyoutoo,ItoldyoutojotdownhowmuchI

owethenI'llpay.

Voice:andItoldyou,Idon'twantyourmoney,

ngifunaindunuleobalekanayo(Iwantthatassthat

youkeeprunningwith)

Me:thenthere'snothingtotalkabout

Voice:youcanrunMaMpungosebutyoucan'thide,

IwillfindyouandIwillpaymyself.Youaremine

ntombemhlophe

Me:I'mnotyoursOK,andpleaseleavemealone,I

toldyoucountlesstimesthatIcannotstandyour

polyamorousways,Ijustcan't.

Ihungupandswitchedmyphone…



Whydoeslovehurtssobad,Ilovethismanwith

everyfibreinme,Icouldgotothemoonandcome

backjustforhim.Hegotalltheticksinmylistbut

hisfantasies,hissexualdesiresIjustcan'tdoit.He

leftmetraumatizedandIdon'tthinkIcanever

recoverfromthat.

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2020

Like

Comment

Share

_________

Authorsnote:



BabySinhleisalright,it'sjusttheconstantcrying,

thankyoufam
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Nkanyezi

Wow,someoneshouldhavewarnedmeaboutthe

abuseyouundergofromyourinlaws(Ichuckle)

afterallofthisIwillbeexpectedtopaylobola,I've

alreadystartedangithi?.AspromisedNkosenye

madesureImetallNkosazanesupposed"fathers",

it'ssillybecauseI'mprettysuretheywerenowhere

whenhimandmaNtombimadeZanebutsizothini



ke(whatcanwedo?).

NightmareItellyou,theworstwasMthobisi,heis

extrahewantedtomeetforsupperinsteadandtold

menottocountmybusinessesfrommydad

becauseIdidn'tsweatforthemsobasicallyIhave

nothingtooffertheirdaughterbutatleastheliked

mybusinessplan.Hethenorderedthemost

expensivethingonthemenuandtimesitbyfour,

whichwasuneccessarybecauseI'mprettysurethe

othersweresoundandfullintheirhousesbecause

theirWIVESwouldhavecookedthemscrumptious

mealsforsupper.

Busaniwasthemostirritating,hekeptonfussing

overhisdrinksandlookeddisinterestedthewhole

time,youknowthatfeelingasifyouarehavinga

conversationwithyourself?yepthatone,that'show

itwas.Attheendhetookouthisgunandplacedit

onthetableandthreatenedtokillmeshouldZane

cutherfingerfromchoppingonionsorifshetrips



andfallnottomentionifshetearbecause

somethingwentintohereye,I'magoner,so

dramatic.

Sizwewasalrightbuthadafatlottosayabouthow

Zanewouldtakeeverythingfrommeincludingmy

underwearswithoutliftingafingershouldIcheat

ormistreather,hewillpersonallyseetoitthatshe

divorcesme,wow.Atleastheclosedhisstatement

bygivingmesomegreatadviceonmarriagewhich

wasreallynice.

Shakeswasthebest,itwaslikeahavinga

conversationwithNtwenhle,hewasveryinsightful

andassuredmethattheyapproveofmebutthey

won'tmakeiteasysinceit'stheirlittlegirlandwe

arestillyoung.Thatmademefeelsomuchbetter,

wellIhaven'ttoldNkosazaneaboutallofthisand

bythelookofthingstheyhaven'ttoldhertoo,which

isgreatIwanthertobesurprisedbutimportantly

forhertobeimpressedwithmyefforts,shehas



donesomuchforme.

It'stimeformetoclaimmyroleasamaninthis

relationshipandmakeheraQueeninmycastle,I'm

shoppingaroundforaringandIhaven'tfoundthe

oneyet.

IpullupmydrivewayandI'mwelcomebyawafting

aromaofsomethingdeliciouswhichmeansZaneis

home,yesshehasthekeytomyapartment.

Me:Hermosa

Zane:supJetLi

Me:Icangetusedtothis

Zane:Iknow,I'mtiredofsayingbyetoyou



Me:"whatcanwedotochangethis?",sheshrugs

andexhale

Zane:ifwecanconvincemyparents,allwillbewell

Me:mmmmh

Ipullherintoahugandkiss...

Me:soareyouhavingsupperwithme?

Zane:"NoIjustcametocookforandI'mout,my

dadsuddenlyisinterestedinsettingatimeforme

tobehomeandchecksmybedroombeforehe

sleeps",Iburstoutlaughing.

Me:eyyourdad,heprobablydoesn'twantyouto



sleepoverwithme

Zane:evenifIlieandsayI'mgoingtoEnhle’s

akafuninokuyizwaleyo(hedoesnotevenwantto

hearit)

Me:itsalrightlet'snotpushthem,weneedthey

blessingtogetmarried

Zane:"true",shepullsmefurtherintothekitchen,

afterputtingmylaptopbagonthecouch

Youmustseehowstunningthisplacelooks,thanks

toZaneandMasabatha.

Me:sowhatdidyoumake??It'ssmellsgreatbabe

Zane:rotiandkebabsyouwillloveit



Me:Iloveeverythingyoumake

Zane:letmeleaveyoutoitandtomorrowIwilldo

groceriesforyoubecausethishouseisempty

Me:thankyouHermosa,Iwillsendyousome

moneyafterIfinishwithsupper

Zane:youdon'thavetoo

Me:nongekengondliweumfazimina(lwillnotbe

fedbyawoman)

Zane:suityourselfMrNorwood

Shegavemeadeeppassionatekissandsheleft

mewantingmore,Ican'twait.



_________

Narrated

Ntsikiwasdeepinsleepwhenherphonekept

singingmelodically,sheusedherhandtofishforit

underthewrinkledsheets,withhereyesstillclosed

sheanswered.

Her:"hello",inhersleepyvoice

Voice:LeutKani,it'sGeneral

Her:hi

Gen:whereareyou?



Her:I'mstillintheECI'mdrivinguptomorrow

Gen:wellpleasebesafe,LeutLangahasbeen

murderedonFridayonhiswaytoBizanaandLucky

wasfounddeadinsomedumpinVerelum

Her:what?no!!

Gen:yesitsbad,justwatchyourbackandLanga

hadafileconsistingofveryimportantinformation

thatcouldshutdowntheKhoza’sbutthatfilewas

notfoundonthecrimescene

Her:whichmeanstheyknewhehadit,buthow?

Gen:itbafflesmebutweareclosingthecartelcase

beforewelosemorelivesbutyouwillleadthe

murdercase



Her:noproblem

Gen:becarefulNontsikelelo

Her:Iwillthanks

AssoonasGeneralhungup,shecalledLiyanda.

Yanda:mylove

Ntsiki:"getoveryourself",hechuckled

Yanda:howcanIhelpyoumaKani?

Ntsiki:didyoukillLeutLanga?

Yanda:no,hisdead?



Ntsiki:good,yeshisdead

Yanda:Iwasgoingtodoiteventually

Ntsiki:IknowbutI'mleadingthecasesoI'mglad

it'snotyou

Yanda:Ihopeyouneverfindthem

Ntsiki:I'mstillanagentoflawMrKhoza,watch

whatyousaytome

Yanda:yeawhatever,ubuyanini?

Ntsiki:tomorrowwhy?



Yanda:Myhouseat7sharp

Ntsiki:mxm

Shehungupandcoveredherselfwithablanket,as

shethrewthefileonherpedestal.

________

Mnqobi

Wewerelyinginbedafterourbeautifullovemaking

session,IhadquestionsthatIhavebeenmeaning

toaskFuthiwithoutsoundinglikeI'mprying,so

heregoesnothing.

Me:FuthiwherecanIsendmyfathers?



Futhi:intermsof?

Me:Lobola

Futhi:ohuhm,youwanttomarryme?

Me:IhavealwaysbeenclearaboutthatIhope?

Futhi:uhmyeah,it'sjustdifferentdiscussingand

youactuallyaskingme

Me:sowhere?

Futhi:Idon'thaveanyoneMnqobibutwehave

familybackinPortshepstonethatihaven'tseenin

years

Me:why?



Futhi:myfatherhadafalloutwithhissiblingsafter

theysoldhisparentspossessionsandseparated

themoneyamongstthemselvesandhiditfromhim.

Whenhefoundouthewaslividasthefirstbornhe

feltunderminedanddisrespected.Theyrivalwent

onforyearsthattheyallcuttieswithhimand

burnedbridgessoya.

Me:canyoufindoutoftheycanleadnegotiations

foryou?

Futhi:Idon'tknowMnqobi,theydidn'tevencometo

thefuneral,Idon'tknowthem.Imaginemecoming

andaskingthemtomarrymeoffoutoftheblue

Me:pleasedoitforme

Futhi:FINEI'llthinkaboutit



Me:there'ssomethingelse

Futhi:ohaikeMnqobi

Me:hearmeout,it'simportant

Futhi:OK

Me:wherearethefather'sofchildren?Iwantto

adoptthemwithyourpermissionofcoursebutI

wanttosolvethisouttherightway.Idon'twant

themcomingbacktoclaimforshit

Futhi:theyhaven'tseenthekidsinyearsMnqobi,

theydontcare.Eveniftheymiraculouslycomeback,

theydon'thaverightstomykids,theydeniedthem.

Nawemakeyourjudgment.



Me:ok,I'msorryIdidn'tmeantoupsetyou.

Futhi:"goodnight",shepeckedmylips

Me:goodnight

________

Enhle

Ican'tbelievejustafewweeksagoIalmostlostthe

loveofmylifefordust,Ithanktheheavensfornot

allowingthattocometopass.ThingsintheZungu

householdaregreat,ourtwinsaregrown,weare

happy.IsawSamkeintowntheotherday,shelost

somuchweight,herhipslookedborrowedatthis

rate,shelookstotallydifferentasifthingsaren't

goinggreatforher.Iwon'tlieIfeltapangofguiltso



Idecidedwestopthetransactions,wedon'tneed

themoneyandit'swrongtoextortcashfrom

someonewhoneedsitmore.Shecametothe

hospitalawhileagobeatenupprettybad,allyou

couldseewereredmarksalloverherbodybutno

bruisesandtillthisdaynooneknowswhat

happenedtoher.

I'mtemptedtoaskNtwenhletoallowmetohelp,

atleastforEnzo'ssake.

Me:babe

Ntwe:weeekaziusufunani?(Iwonderwhatyou

want)

Me:promiseyouwon'tbemad

Ntwe:I'mnotpromising



Me:I'maskingpermissionfromyouManzini

omuhle

Ntwe:talk!!

Me:IwantustohelpEnzo

Ntwe:youtalkasifloyoEnzoisanorphan

Me:comeonbabe

Ntwe:No

Me:please

Ntwe:ISAIDNO,ANDIDON'TEVERWANTTO



HEARABOUTTHATNONSENSEAGAININTHIS

Me:atleastthinkaboutit

Ntwe:NOMBALENHLE…Ithoughtweagreedto

closethosechaptersinourlivesforgood.

OooohkayatleastItried,themanofthehousehas

spoken,hiswordisfinalandIcan'tdisputeit,Ican

onlypraythatheatleastthinksaboutitandchange

hismind.
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Narrated

Yandacollapsednexttoherafterasteamysession,

theywerebothpantingtryingtocatchtheirbreaths.

Yanda:Ihopeyouuyapreventabecause

ngizokunemba(Ihopeyouareoncontraceptivesor

Iwillmakeyoupregnant)

Ntsiki:doIhaveachoice,theywaygiveittome,a

girlcanonlybecareful

Yanda:likeitwouldbesuchabadthingtocarrya



littleKhoza

Ntsiki:nahI'mnotaboutthatlife,astoughasIam,I

stillbelieveinsettlingdown,gettingmarriedthen

havingkids.

Yanda:angithiwenauyazitshelanje,awufuniukuba

owami(youarefullofyourself,youdontwanttobe

mine)

Ntsiki:lookwhathappenedthelasttimeLiyanda,

thetortureIwentthroughwhenyoublockedme

Yanda:Phelaminaangizwaninombhedo(Idon't

tolerateshit),youbetrayedmytrustNontsikelelo.

Ntsiki:IknowandI'msorry



Yanda:whatareyourdreams?

Ntsiki:toownaneventscompany

Yanda:quit,Ihaveaninvestoralready

Ntsiki:youexpectmetojustbelieveyoulikethat?

Yanda:yeah,leavethatplacelove,thosepeople

don'tevenappreciateyou,whymustyouworkextra

toproveyourselfwhenthemendosomethingsmall

andsuddenlytheyarecelebratedliketheyjust

savedtheworldfromaPandemicaysuka

Ntsiki:thankyouforbelievingmebutIwanttodo

thismyself

YandapulledNtsikiinfrontifhimsohecouldspoon



her.

Yanda:allowmetotakecareofyoupleasemuntu

wami

Ntsiki:whathappenedtonostringsattached

Yanda:yiniyonaleyo?(whatthehellisthat)

Ntsiki:youknowitverywell

Yanda:"I'mnotdoingthatshitwithyou,youare

specialtome",

Ntsikilovedthesoundofthat,somuchthatshe

couldn'thelpitbutblush…

Ntsiki:I'mscared



Yanda:wecantakeitonestepatatime

Ntsiki:Iwouldlovethat

Yanda:anyleadsonthemurdercase?

Ntsiki:Ishouldn'tbediscussingthatwithyoubut

no,deadendsnje

Yanda:hewaskilledbyaprofessionalIguess

Ntsiki:yep,justliketheprofessionalthatkilled

Lucky

Yanda:itwasn'tmebabe,Idon'ttorturepeopleI'ma

snipernaweuyazihawu



Ntsiki:doyouknowMfanafuthiZulu

Yanda:"nope",helied

Ntsiki:mmmmh

Yanda:let'sgoshower,weallsticky,Iplasteredmy

spermalloveryourbuttsandlegs

Theydissappearedintothebathroom.

__________

Futhi

IwasmeetingPhumlaniNgcoboaftersomany

yearscourtesyMnqobiMpungose,Ihatethathe

mademedothis.AfterthetalkwehadlastnightI



gaveeverythingsomethoughtandhisright,I'm

herewaitingforthemanwhobrokemyheartand

left.MnqobiwantedtocomewithmebutIassured

himIwillbefine,butnowI'msonervousIwishhe

washere.

Icanseehimlookingaroundmugg&Bean,a

normalpersonwouldwavetoindicatebutI'mnot

doingthatshit,hewillhavetofindme.Hespotted

me,Icanseehimsmilebrieflymxmthatgrinused

todothingstomebutnotanymore,allIseeis

weaknessandfailure.

Phumlani:Ntombifuthiyoulookbreathtaking

Me:SawubonaPhumlaniunjani?(hiPhumlani,how

areyou?)

Phumlani:I'mgreatthanksandyourself?



Me:"I'mgreattoo",Isignalthewaiter

Weorderourlunchandthensilenceengulfsus,

Phumlanibrokethesilence.

Phumlani:howarethekids?

Me:theyaregreatandyours?

Phumlani:greattoo,I'mmarriednow.

Me:"howDevine,lookIdidn'tcallyouhereforsmall

talkbutjusttoclarifyafewthings",Itookadeep

breathe,"Amahle".

Phumlani:whatabouther?

Me:"youknowhisyoursPhumlani",Istartcrying



andIwanttoscreamatmyselfbecauseIpromised

Iwouldn'tdothis.

Phumlani:lookFuthiyoualwayshadacrushonme,

IgaveyouwhatyouwantedbutIdidn'taskfora

child,Iaskedyoutoabortandyoudidn't,Thabi

doesnotwanttohearanythingaboutAmahle.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout,wewereina

relationship,youaskedmeoutnottheotherway

round?

Phumlani:comeondon'tdenyit,everyonein

Kenvilleknewwawuzifelangami(youweremadly

inlovewithme),IcheatedonThabiwithyou.

Me:youusedme,Iwasateenagerandanorphan.

Youleftmetostruggleallbymyself.I'mnowcrying

uncontrollablyIhaveearnedmyselfafeweyes.



Phumlani:keepitdownyouareembarrassingme

JustwhenI'mabouttoanswer,Iseemyman

walkingmydirectionlookingeversohandsomeand

dangerous.Iwantedtotakehimrightthere,even

themightyPhumlanihasnothingonMpungose.He

kneelsinfrontofmeandwipemyfallingtearswith

histhumbs,whatishedoinghere?Ofcourseit

makessense,Hefollowedmehere.Afterwipingme

dry,hegotupandpeckedmylips,hepulledachair

tositnexttome.Phumlanihasn'tsaidawordbut

hisfacialexpressionisspeakingvolumes.

Phumlani:whatisthisNtombifuthi?

Me:meetmyfiancéMnqobiMpungose

Hestartedlaughinglikehejustheardajoke,wejust

staredathimpatiently.



Phumlani:youcalledmeheretogloatthatyou

foundsomeoneafterme,ohpleaseFufugrowup

Me:Ididn'tcallyouforthat,youaresosillyandfull

ofyourself

Phumlani:that'snotwhatyouthoughtwhenyou

openedyourlegsformeonyourdeadparentsbed.

Mnqobiclenchedhisfist,Iheldhimunderthetable.

Me:true,theworsttimeofmylife.ThankGodI

knowbetternow.ListenPhumlaniIcalledyouhere

totalkaboutAmahlenottogodownmemorylane

Phumlani:finetalk

Me:whatareyourintentions??



Phumlani:Idon'tevenknowherFufuandyouknow

howThabileissoIdon'tknow

Me:canyoupleaseallowmyhusbandtobeto

adopther,healreadyknowshimasherdadsince

youdeniedher.

Phumlani:what?NeverAmahleisaNgcobo,what

thehelliswrongwithyouFufu?

Me:stopcallingmethatarghnx,I'monlyasking

youbecauseMnqobithoughtitwouldberightbut

webothknowyouareasgoodasdeadsoyouwon't

stopme,youdon'tknowwhatsheeats,whatshe

wearssoshutyourtrapandlistenverywell.

Phumlani:youtalkingtomelikethatNtombifuthi,

justbecausethere'sadickthatwantsyour

damagedselfyouaddressingmeinthatmanner?



Mnqobi:SHUTTHEFUCKUP,foramanyoucan

talk,thisiseasy.Youcansayyesornobutstillthe

decisionisFuthisincewehaveproofthatyouwere

neveractiveinAmahle'slife.Evennowweare

doingUbuntubyaskingforyourpermission,you

suckndodaandHlehledoesn'tneedacowardlike

youtofatherher.

Phumlani:IhaverightsI'mhisbiologicalfather

Mnqobi:pleasedon'tmakemelaugh,youdon't

evenknowwhatshelookslikeplusseatedbeforeis

MnqobiMpungosefromMpungoseandsons.

Phumlani:uhmI…lookIknowIhaven'tdoneright

byyouNtombifuthibutIwashopingsomedayI

wouldbeabletobuildarelationshipwithher.

Me:wecan'tsitaroundandwaitforyoutomakeup



yourmind.InthemeantimeAmahleneedsafather

andMnqobihasbeenjustthat.Theygotothebest

schools,earnedthemselvesgreatgrandparents,

theyarehappy.Justsignthepapers…please

Phumlani:IheardwhathappenedinKenville

Ntombifuthi,youarenotfittoraisethem

Mnqobi:Sukhulumaamasimbakemanje(you

vomittingrubbishnow),youhavenoshame?Ifyou

weremanenoughyoucouldhavepreventedthat

fromhappeningbutweren'ttheretoprotectthem.

Ubhiziudonswaumfazingekhala,umfazi

onjani(youbusyallowingyourwifetodictatetoyou,

whatkindofawife)whodon'twantyoutoconnect

withyourkid?

Phumlani:mindyourownbusiness

Mnqobi:signhereorwemeetincourtsimple.Let's



seeThabipayingforyourlegalrepresentatives

fightingforanillegitimatechild.

Phumlaniangrilysignedthepapersandstormed

outtherestaurantwithouteventouchinghisfood.

Mnqobi:I'msorryhemadeyoucry

Me:I'mgladyoucame

Mnqobi:soHlehleisminenow?

Me:"yes",Isaidnoddingvigorouslywithtearsinmy

eyes

Mnqobi:Smisoisnext

Me:thankyouforthis



Mnqobi:it'sforus,myfamily.Iloveyouguysso

mucheventhoughtheydon'twanttolivewithus.

Me:yourmotherstolemykidsawayfromme

Mnqobi:theygivingusspacetomakemorekids

Me:mmmmhIbettheywouldbebeautiful

Mnqobi:very

__________

Nandi

Ihavebeenbusyaccessorizingtheapartmentwith



greathelpfromMasabathaanditlooksDevine.I'm

sogratefulthatNtsikaboughtanicespacious

apartment,itcomplimentsmewell,Iloveit.So

mummyinlawgotmefiredsoIcouldfocuson

school,Iwasn'thappyatfirstbecauseI'msoused

ofbeingindependentbutIfeelatease,atpeace

thatIhaveasupportsystem.Schoolisgreat

althoughI'mstilltryingtoswitchtofull-timesoI

canattendclassesnormalratherthenlaterinthe

evening.InthemeantimeIhavesomuchtimeon

myhandsandI'mdoingmeandNtsika.

MarciafitsperfectlywiththeKhozawivesushoda

ngendodanjekuphela(shejustneedsaman),ma

Nontandofixedtheoutsidecottageforherandit's

gorgeous,sheisnowworkingfulltimelookingafter

Dinganeandtheotherkids,hersalaryisfat

consideringherjob.Dinganestillrefusestocome

livewithussowespendmostofourtimethereand

webringhimoveronweekends.



IgetatextfromNtsikatellingmetomeethimand

hesendsmealocation.

Igetreadyanddrivetothelocation,uponmyarrival

it'sabeautifullodge,I'mwalkingaroundlooking

lost,Iheadstraighttothereceptionist.

Me:hiI'mlookingforNtsika

Her:"oh",shesmilesbriefly,hisatthebackjust

followtherosepetals

Ilookatherconfusedshehurriedlyshushedme

away.

****

Ifollowtherosepetalsasinstructedallthewayto



theback,Icanseehimlookingeversogorgeous,

damnngamkhethelwaabakithi(myancestors

choosethisoneforme)I'mtellingyou.Hiswearing

abeigeshortsshowingoffhissexylegsanda

leapardprintvest,hetoppeditoffwithaanimal

skincrown(umqhele)didImentionizimbadada

(sandalsmadeoutI'dtyres)hewasawholemood.

I'maZuluprincesssothesearethethingsthat

makesthepotstobedone,I'msold.

Me:"Khoza,Mkhathini,Hlase,Bhovungane",ibow

down

Ntsika:izibongozendodaaziqedwa,wangibiza

kamnandikanjekodwamamazingezwa

kutshekedulainhliziyo(youcannotfinishaman's

clannames,butyoucallmesobeautifulIcanfeel

myheartdancingjoyouslyinsideme)

Me:baba



Ntsika:Ntokazimanakhonalaphokukhonaudaba

engifunasilulungisala(beautifulgirlstayrightthere,

there'sanissueIwantustofixhere)

Me:"baba",Ibowdownagain

Ntsika:Ndoniyamiyamanzi(mydarkbeauty)the

firsttimeIlayedmyeyesonyou,Isawadiamond

sobright.TheveryfirsttimeIsawyoucarrying

thosegroceriesfromMeijerswalkingtowardsyour

carmywholeworldstoppedandallIcouldseeis

you.

Heiscarryingaknobkerrieandhisbusyswingingit

aroundandaround….

Ntsika:beingthejerkIam,Ichickenedoutand

nevermadeamove.Ntokaziwangiphindafuthi

ngakubonaeklabhiniudansakamnandi,isinqa



sakhousilahlalenale,iqololakhoulidlalisangathi

awunamathambo(youdiditagain,Isawyouatthe

clubdancingsogracefully,shakingyourasssideto

side,windingandgyratingyourwaistlikeyouhave

nobones),mywholeworldcameintoahalt.

I'msmilinglikearetardreminiscingthatfateful

night….

Ntsika:whatI'mtryingtosayisyoudidn'tcomeinto

mylifemistakenly,butyouarerightwhereyou

belong.Sthul'sikandaba,Ndabezithaengikuzwayo

kusukaekujulenikwenhliziyoyami(whatIfeel

comesfromthedepthsofmyheart)IIoveyou

NandiZulu,pleaseforgiveallmyfoolishness,Iwas

acowardallthoseyears,IpretendedlikeIdidn't

wantyoubutallIdidwasthinkofyouallthetime.

I'msorry.

Ifeelwarmliquidsmakinglinesdownmycheeks

butmysmileisplasteredstillonmyface.



Me:"youlovedmeallalong",henods

Hethendrawsalineonthefloor…

Ntsika:it'stimeformetodothisrightbecausethis

isitforme.Thislineisverypowerfulntokazi,itcan

bindyouanddetermineyourfuture,sowhatever

decisionyoumakepleasethinkcarefullybecause

oBhovunganenoMagebababukile.

Me:"NdabezithaIbowdowntohim",hechuckles

Ntsika:ntokaziyouareminenodoubtbutyoucan

stillwalkawayandsettleelsewherenotthatIwill

allowyoubutasikholapho,motherofmychild,my

rarebeautifulberrycrossoverthelineandcome

intomylifetoaddmeaningandvalue.Cometomy

lifeandlightenitup,makemethehappiestman

andcrossthatlinetobuildandexpandtheKhoza



household.Ntokazingithivumaubengowami

ingunaphakade(agreetobemineforever)

Itakeastepforward…

Ntsika:holditrightthere,don'trushittakeyour

time,Idon'twantyoutosayIpressuredyoueven

thoughtimeisrunningout.

Itookanotherstep…

Ntsika:ntokazingiyakukhuza(girlI'mwarningyou)

onceyoucrossthere'snogoingback,thinkabout

thiscarefully,nopressureeventhoughI'mrunning

outoftime.

Itookmylaststepnexttotheline…



Ntsika:"ifyoucrossthelineDiamanteyouare

agreeingtomarrythisdouchebaginfrontyou,no

bullshit",IseehiseyesglisteningwithtearsandI'm

cryingmesstoo.

FinallyIcrossedtheline,hisdownonhisknees,a

wholeElPilarinbothkneeswithatinyblackbox

infrontofme.

Ntsika:NandiMeaganZulu,themostbeautifulgirl

I'veeverseen,themotherofmychildpleasemarry

me

Me:Ntsikayomuziyouwanttomarryme?Myvoice

soundspitchy

Ntsika:inaheartbeatDiamante,Iknowitwon'tbe

easy,Istillhavetogoandbegyourfathersinceyou

areaprincess,IwilldoeverythingrightIpromise.



Me:"Yes…NandiKhozadoesn'tsoundthatbad",I

giggle,IwillmarryyouEl.

Hepullsmeintoanembracehescoopsmeupand

spunmearound.WhenIturnaroundthewhole

familyishere,cheeringforus.Icanseema

Nontandowipinghereyesendlessly,myringisa

silvercushionshapediamondring,itsbeautiful.

Justlikethatthisprincessisengaged…
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Nkosenye

IwasdeepinthoughtwhenNtombiwalkedoutour

ensuitebathroom,swingingherhips,lookingall

kindsofdelicious.

Ntombi:apennyforyourthought?

Me:doyouthinkNkosazaneisreadyformarriage?

Infactareallourkidsreadyformarriage.Myheart

can'ttakethis,whycan'ttheyenjoytheiryouth?,

what'stherush?,wegavethemeverythingthey

didn'twe?



Ntombi:calmdownHlase,thekidsareinloveyou

knowhowitis,pluswehavesetagoodexamplefor

themandwehavedoneatremendousjobraising

thosethem.Trusttheirdecisionsandletgo,ifthey

makemistakeswewillbetheretohelpthemcorrect

it.

Me:Butshe'smylittlegirlBella

Ntombi:whohasfallenheadoverheelsfor

Nkanyezi,averyarticulatefellow,Iknowshe'sin

goodhands.Tellmewouldyouratherhavea

strangerthanaboywhogrewupinfrontofyou?

YouknowAndre,SindiandNtwenhlewhatmoredo

youwant?

Me:forthemtoslowdownwiththegrowing

Ntombi:soonNkosanawillbetellingyouhisgetting

marriedtoo



Me:"hebetterbeforeheimpregnateMasabatha,

benoNtsikabanakelekabi",(himandNtsikaare

naughty),shechuckles

Ntombi:likefatherslikesons

Me:whome?IwasgoodBellahawu,Ididn't

impregnateanyonebutyou,maybeMthobisinotme

Ntombi:youknowwhatImean,justtrustyour

parentingskillshoneyandallowthechildrento

maketheirdecisions,theyarenotsmallkids

anymore.

Me:OKfinebutI'llbewatchingthatNorwoodboy

likeahawk

Ntombi:likehowmyfatherwatchedyoulikea



hawk??

Me:heshouldhave

Ntombi:hedidn'tneedtoobutbecausehetrusted

thathehasraisedmewelltochooseagood

husbandformyself,hewasconfidentinhis

parentingjob.

Me:ayI'mnothavingthisconversationwithyou,I

willtalktomybrothersbazongizwakancono(they

willhearmebetter)

Ntombi:ufunaniyokhohlisanangombhedo?,hlala

phansiudedeleigaziandlookforasexysuit

becauseziyawushayasoon(soyoucanlietoeach

other?Sitdownandrelaxandlookforasexysuit

becausesoonthere'saweddinghappening).



Me:mxm,comehere.Ngifunauzosantuzalaphezu

kwami,ngiyabonaukuthiuyangfuna(Iwantyouto

comeandshakeontopofme,Icanseethatyou

want).

Ntombi:"really?Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

about",shegiggled

Me:wozalangikutshengise(comehereletme

show)

Shegiggledwhilemodelingherwaytome,I'mstill

verymadlyinlovewithNtombenhle,IthankSizwe

everydayforfuckingup,heusedtohatethat

reminderbutnowhisusedofit.Igotmyselfagood

woman.

___________



Busani

Iwatchherasshemovesswiftlyaroundthehouse,

tryingtosortherlifeout,it'sasighttosee.Those

twinsdidn'ttakeanythingawayfromher,she'sstill

thatfiesty,beautifulwomanImetatthebeachthat

day,ilovetoteaseherwhenshe'sbusybecause

shegetspissedandwhenshe'spissedIgettohave

mywaywithherinthebedroom.

Me:heybigbums,pleasemakemebreakfast

Nondu:seriouslyBusani,I'mbusywiththesedevil

kidsofyours

Me:Idon'tcareIwantbreakfast

Nondu:comeonHlase,justthisonceplease



Me:whenIgotmarrieditwastheendmemaking

myownfood

Nondu:there'schildreninvolvednowbabe,getyour

lazyassandfixyourselfsomethingtoeat.

Me:I'mgivingyou40minutesandIwantmy

Englishbreakfastready

Nondu:"arghyouunbelievable",shestormedout

angrily.

Ipickedupmyprincessesandweheadedtothe

playroom,shecanresumehershiftyniftingonce

I'mfed.

After40minutessharp,Iwalkedbacktotothe

kitchenandbeholdthebiggestbreakfastshe'sever

made,Icansenseabitofspiteinallofthis,



uyangidubastraight.

Me:thislooksmorelikeit,it'ssmellsgreattoo

Nondu:mxmandyoubetterfinishit

Isettleonthebreakfastnook…

Me:veleIwillfinish

Thandolwamicomesrunningdownthestairs.

Thando:"whatisthatsmell?",heaskeddramatically

Me:foodson,realfoodthatmanshouldeat

Thando:thanksmom,weweretiredofporridge



Nondu:mxm

Shesatdownandstartedfeedingthetwins,who

werealreadyfussingaround.

Me:porridgeisforoKhanyiKhanyi(that'swhathe

callsthetwins)notus.

Nondu:"youaresoungrateful",shesaidangrily

Me:wewilltalkaboutitlater

Nondu:wehavetotalkaboutit

Me:nowewillseriouslytalk



Thando:wegetit,nowcanweeat?

Me:youcarryonson,lettheadultstalk

Ismirkedstaringatmywife,yesesshewasfuming,

I'mgoingtofuckherbrainsout.Liyandawalkedin

disturbingourstarecompetition.

Yanda:"whatamIseeingwithmytwoeyes?Isthis

yourbreakfast",hechuckled,"whathappenedtothe

famousmdokwe?(Mealiemealporridge)

Nondu:thatraisedyouupprettywelldotinx

Yanda:"helloma",hekissedhercheeks

Nondu:whatareyoudoinghere,don'tyouhave

foodatyourplace?



Yanda:youknowIdon'tplusImissyouall

Busani:tellheraboutyourgirlfriend

Yandasettledonanemptychairandstartedplating

hisfood.

Nondu:whatgirlfriend?Youhaveembarrassedme

enoughLiyanda,areyouevensureyouaremyson.

Youcan'tevencourtgirlsyourage,ulandelana

nezalukazi(youfollowinggrannies)

Yanda:awkahlema(dropitma)

Nondu:ayfusegmaan,yourbrothersaregetting

marriedandhavenicegirlfriendsandwena??



Yanda:ohnkosiyami,I'm100%sureIdidn'tcome

forthis

Me:"relaxbabe,it'sallovernow",tellyourmother

phela,hesaidlookingatYanda

Yanda:whenshe'scalmIwilltell

Nondu:"I'mcalm",shesaidflaringhernose

Yanda:"weeebhatata",hesaidshakinghishead,

"wellImetsomeone,hernameisNontsikeleloKani".

Nondu:uyabonakeHlase,heisbringingmeaXhosa

woman,whowillwanttotakeovermyhousehold

Me:wheredidyougetthatnow?



Nondu:doyouknowhowbossyXhosawomenare

Yanda:relax,theonlythingNtsikiwilltakeoveris

myheart,andsheisbossyandit'ssexyasfuckbut

ngizomqondisaphelangekengiphathweumfazi(I

willnotbereignedbyawoman)

Nondu:sexyasfuckheh?Mlethela(bringherhere)

andI'llbethejudgeofthat

Yanda:finebyme

Me:sonyouputtingaringonthisone,right?

Yanda:forsure

Thando:Njabulo,MuziandIhavegirlfriendsalso



Nondu:Amen

Shethrewherhandsintheairinretreat….

________

ATTHEPOLICESTATION

Nstiki:I'mthinkingofclosingthesemurdercases,I

havebeenhittingdeadends,Luckymusthavebeen

beatenbythecommunityjudgingbyhisbruises

andyouknowhowtheydon'tsnitch,sonoone

wantstocomeforward.LeutLangawasworking

workingonseveralhighprofilecases,soanyone

couldhavekilledhimjustnotZuluortheKhoza’s

Gen:howdoyouknow?



Ntsiki:wellMfanafuthiwashomeeNkandlawithhis

momandtheKhoza’swerewiththeirfamilieswhen

thishappened,theyallhavealibi'sandIhackedin

totheirphonestochecktheirloghistoryand

everythingchecksup.Idoubttheyareinvolved.

Gen:Iseebutthefileconsistedofveryimportant

informationonthesuspectsanditsmissing,and

howdidtheyknowhewilltakeitwithhim?

Ntsiki:tomeitlookslikeacoincidence,maybethey

thoughttheywouldfindincriminatingevidenceon

themaswell,butit'sbummerbecauseitwasonly

theZuluandKhozacase

Gen:mmmmh,youcancloseitbutifsomething

comesupwearereopening,I'mnothappyLanga

didn'tgetjustice.

Ntsiki:metoo,butIwillkeepmyeyesandears



open

Gen:youcanbedismissedKani

Ntsikibreathedoutasshemadeherwayout

Generalsoffice.Shetookoutherphonetocall

Yanda.

Yanda:muntuwami

Ntsiki:canIsleepoveratyourplacetonight?

Yanda:youalright?andyesyoucansleepover

anytime

Ntsiki:I'mI…I'materriblepersonLiyanda

Yanda:I'mcomingtogetyounow,OK?stayput



NtsikinoddedasifYandacouldseeher,hertears

keptonflowinglikeanendlessriver.

__________

Mthobisi

LifehasthrowntonsofLemonsandwesuremade

awholelotoflemonade,Ilookatmysexymama

lookingallprettydancingwithkids,Ican'thelpitbut

smileGodknowsIloveNontandosomuch.Shehas

anchoredmyhomesobeautifully,weare

unshakable.NeverdidIthoughtmyhousewillbe

filledwithsuchmemories,myboysmaketheirway

totheloungeoneaftertheother.

Me:madodakwenzenjani?(boyswhat'swrong?)



Njabulo:babatalktoyourkids,I'mnottheirfriend,

Muzi,ThandoandIaregoingtothemoviesand

theywanttofollowme.

Me:what'swrongwiththat?

Njabulo:hellno,I'mnotababysittertheymustgo

haveaplaydatewithNhloniphoandNobuhleka

maNtombihawu

Shlangu:mxmyouthinkwegoingtobegyou

Sbani:veleninezintombinina(it'sbecauseyouhave

girlfriends)

Sboniso:hawuyouguysaresuchsnitches,Bhuti

Njabulosaidweshouldn'ttell



Me:"hawuseniqonyiwebafana?"(ohsoyouhave

girlfriends?),Ichuckle

Njabulo:theyjustourfriendsnothingmajor

Me:tellmemore,ninahambaniniyogeza(yougo

andbathhesaidtotheothers)

IwillphoneNkosenyeandmaybewecantakeyou

somewherecombined.

Theyranoutinexcitement…

Me:weNontandowozalababe(comeherebabe)

Njabulo:seriouslydad,youwanttoinvolvemom?

Me:wedon'thidethingsfromeachother



NontandocamefollowedbyDingane,Ntandoand

Ntandokazi

Ntando:Hlaseyoucalledme

Me:"comesitherecherieyami",Ipattedmylap

Thekidsgiggledbecausetheygrandpacalledtheir

grandmahischerie…

Me:whatareyoulaughingat,she'smycheriehawu

Theygiggledsomemorecoveringtheirmouths,

theyranofftotheirplayroom.

Ntando:youtraumatizingmykids

Me:theymustknow,anywayIdidnotcallyouhere



forthat.Njabulo,ThandoandMuzihavegirlfriends.

Njabulo:friendsmomfriends

Ntando:that'ssocoolmyboy,butpleasedon'tbe

likeyourbigbrotherNtsika.Respectotherpeople's

daughtersanddon'trushthings,there'splentyof

timetoexplore

Me:"isshebeautiful?andNtsikaisgettingmarried

soheisagoodrolemodelsexymama",hesaidthis

lookingatNontando,whojustrolledhereyes

Ntando:aftermessingaround?IcanfinallysayI'm

soproudofhim,Ican'tbelievehisactuallygetting

married.

Njabulo:great!CanIgonow?



Me:youhaven'tansweredme

Njabulo:she'sgorgeousandyeswetakingthings

slow

Me:youmustchowsonoandenjoyyourself

Nontandosmackedhisshoulder…

Me:whatnowmaNgobese?

Ntando:"howcanyousaythattohim,youhaveno

shameMthobisi",shestormedout.

NjabuloandIburstedoutlaughing..

Me:onrealthoughenjoyyourselfandbesafe.Don't

hesitatetoaskmequestionsaboutanythingand



yourmomisright,youmustrespectotherpeople's

daughters.

Hestoodupandpattedhisshoulder,Njabulo

breatheoutandleft.
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I'msosorryforgoingawolyesterday.Ihadabusy

dayandIranoutofdata,I'mconnectedtomy



husbandaswespeak.Iwilltryandpostagainlater

Thefamilytree

---------------------

NkosenyeandNtombenhle

~Mnqobi(29)

~Nkosana(24)

~Nkosazane(24)

~Muzikayise(18)

~Nhlonipho(14)

~Nobuhle(10)

BusaniandNondumiso

~Liyanda(28)



~Thandolwami(19)

~Thembeka(12)

~Thulile.(deceased)

~Nokukhanya(4)

~Khanyisile(4)

MthobisiandNontando

~Enhle(29)

~Ntsika(24)

~Lihle(deceased)

~Njabulo(18)

~Sbanisethu(14)

~Sboniso(12)

~Sihlangu(10)

ShakesandZinhle



~Qalakahle(6)

SizweandPretty

~Mnqobi(29)

~Sanelisiwe(28)

~Senzeni(deceased)

~Nomfundo(14)

~Sbusiso(10)

Andre+Nicole+Sindi+?

~Allison(32)

~Anneline(29)

~Nkanyezi(25)

~Langa(24)



NtwenhleandMbalenhle

~Ntando(5)

~Ntandokazi(5)

NtsikaandNandi

~Dingane(3)

LangaandMJ

~Carane(4)

Futhi(26)

~Amahle(10)



~Smiso(13)

Masabatha(24)

Nontsikelelo(26)

Nandi(24)

Ntwenhle(32)

Mary-Jane(24)

_________
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Mary-Jane

Thetraumaofseeingthewomanwhocarriedyou

forninefullmonthsmurderthemanwholoved,

protectedyouforthelongestoftimes,itwasalmost

likeshewaspossessed,shedidn'tstopuntilhis

bodywascoldandlifeless.Theknifekeptgoingin

andoutassheletoutsobs,Ijuststoodtherelikea

statueluckilyCaranewasfastasleepinmyarms.



Itwasn'talwayslikethis,wewereoncehappybut

lifehappened.Mymomwasaninternationalmodel,

shehasbeentoMilan,Paris,NewYork,Berlinthe

works.Shehasworkedwithbigbrandsinthe

industry,hercareerwasatitspeakuntilshefell

pregnantwithme.Myfatherwasaninternational

pilot,that'showtheymetactually,theyonceloved

meIpromisebutonedaythingstookadrastic

change.

Theairlineshutdownandjobswerelost,themisery

began,thealcohol,thedrugs,theneglect,the

domesticviolence,theinfidelityanditwasall

becauseIwasbornandruinedpeople'scareers,I

becamethescapegoatofalltheirpredicaments.I

watchedthemdriftawayfrommelikeI'msome

kindofbadleprosy,theyalienatedthemselvesfrom

everythingtodowithme,Itriedlovingmyselfbut

howcouldIwhenthepeoplewhobroughtintothis

worldresentme.



Iresortedtodrugsandbadfriends,theynever

caredwhatIdid,Iwouldhostparties,bringin

differentguysinthehouseeveryweek,theynever

reprimandedme.Iwantedtobeachild,bescolded,

begroundedlikemyfriendsbutitnevercame.

ThenImetNkanyezi,Langaandtheycircleof

friends,Ifeltlikeahumanagain,theyhelpedus

withCarane.It'sbeautifulbutnotenoughforme,

mymomisinjailshewillprobablydiethere.Iwas

tryingtobuildarelationshipwiththemsomy

daughtercanatleastknowhergrandparentsbut

theywerealwaysfighting,mydadfoundmomwith

amanandtriedtoconfrontherbutshelostitand

stabbedhimtodeath.

IshippedCaranetotheKhoza’sbecauseIneeded

someintrospection,andIrealizedthatI'mbeyond

repair,Idon'tevenknowhowIcanpreventhistory

torepeatitselfwithmybeautifuldaughter,I



somehowfeellikeshe'sinmywayofbeingfree,I

wanttogoclubbinganddomebutIhavetoputher

firstatalltimes,it'shard.LastnightIwentclubbing

andawholelotofshithappened,nowI'msuffering

fromthemotherofheadaches.

Langa:canImixyousomethingforthatheadache?

Me:"please",Ifollowhimtothekitchen

Hethrowsinsomeveggiesinablenderandin

minuteshehandsmeasmoothie.

Langa:I'mgoingtogetdressed,soIcanfetch

Caranewepromisedtotakehertotheparktoday

Me:sure



Herunsofftothebedroom,I'mnotinthemood

honestlybutwhatcanIdo?

_____________

Langa

Mary-Janeisactingratherstrange,Iknowsheis

traumatizedbywhatshewitnessedbutforherto

neglectherdaughterlikethis,it'snotlikeher.It's

been3yearsandIcansafelysaywereacheda

level,Icaredeeplyforher,abrownbaginoursmall

binintheroomcatchesmyeye.Iopeneditoutof

curiosity,andanemptyboxofmorningafterpillsis

squashedinside,Iputitbackwithpangofpainin

myheart.Ichangeandheadout.

Ifoundherheadburiedinherarmsandherhair

scatteredalloverthecounter.



Me:I'mgoingtogonow

MJ:"can'twelikepostpone",shesaidwithherhead

stillburiedinherarms

Me:wepromisedherMary-Jane,it'sjustthepark

MJ:Idon'twanttogo

Me:"FINEwewillgowithoutyouthennx",I'm

pissed

MJ:don'tbemadCarvin,I'mnotalright

Me:youdon'thavetimeforyourdaughterbutyou

havetimetoopenyourlegs?

MJ:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout



Me:Isawyourmorningafterpillsmxm

MJ:FuckyouCarvin,younotthebossofme

Me:listenherestekie,Iwillnottoleratethatbullshit

ofyourshere,ifyouwanttoactlikeabitch,you

bettergetoutofmyplace.

MJ:I'mmovinganyway

Me:good

Imakemywaytothedoorirritated…

MJ:I'mmovingtoAustralianextweek



Me:"ifyouthinkyoutakingm",…shecutmeshort

MJ:letmefinish

Iwalkbacktothekitchenshruggingmybody,I

floppeddowntothenearestchair.

MJ:I'msorryCarvin,youtried.JustlikeeverygirlI

alsowantamanwhowillfallheadoverheelsinlove

withme,withoutbeingsympatheticbecauseofmy

upbringing.Iwanthisworldtocomeintoahalt

whenheseesme,butwithyouIcannever

experiencethat,Iknowyoudon'tlovemebutyou

careformebecauseofCaraneandI'mgratefulfor

thatbutitendsnow.I'vefoundajobatanElectrical

companythatsidewhichcamewithalittle

apartmentbigenoughforoneperson.I'mleaving

Caranebehind,Iknowit'ssoundsselfishbutIdon't

wanttoresenthertoolikemyparentsdidme.



Me:Mary-Janewhendidwegethere,Ithoughtwe

atabetterplace,Icantryharder.Pleasedon'tgo

MJ:Idon'twantyoutotryCarvin,youdon'tgetit,I

wantittotoflownaturally.

Me:Mary-Jane!!

MJ:Noyouwon'tchangemymind

Me:isthiswhyyouwereneglectingyour

managerialjobatthegym??Becauseyouwere

planningyourescapeplan??Wearebuildingan

empireforourchildandyouwanttogoforself

discovery?

MJ:"Ican'tloveherlikethisokay,IknowI'mabad

motherbutIhavetodothis.LookI'vesigned

documentationwithMnqobiappointingyouasher



fulltimeparent,pleasecallmeeveryday,sendme

picturesofallhermilestones,pleasetellhergreat

thingsaboutme",shestartedcrying,"Iknowyou

willgiveherthebestlife,youwillloveandprotect

her,youhavesuchanawesomesupportsystem

hereIcan'tdepriveherofthat.Iwillbealonewith

nooneinaforeignplace,Ican'texposehertothat,

pleasetakecareofmybaby.Laydownyourlifefor

her,Iwillprobablycomebacksomeday.

SheattackedmewithahugbutIcouldn'tbring

myselftohugherback,Ibrokeitoffandwipedmy

tearsandwalkedout,leavinghersobbing.Howcan

shedecidesomuchwithoutme,howselfishcan

shebe,Isacrificedmylifeandhappinesstomake

thisworkbutshegoesanddoesthis.

________

Futhi



Iphonedmyunclebackhome,hepromisedtotry

andspeaktotherestofthefamily,I'manxiousto

heartheirresponse,thankGodforFacebookthatI

evenmanagedtotrackhimdown.Itwasthe

weirdestconversationever,Irememberaglimpse

ofhimwhenIwasyoungerbutitwasliketalkingto

atotalstranger,myfingerscrossedthattheyagree

todothisformeandIwillbeoutoftheirlives.We

aremeetingSmiso'sdadBonganiIdon'treally

knowhimthatwell,soIdon'tknowwhattoexpect.

Mnqobi:"youdoingsowellMabhenguI'msoproud

ofyou",InodasIswallow

Me:Idon'tknowwhattoexpectwiththisman

Mpungose

Mnqobi:relaxI'mhere



Hewasdefinitelynotapunctualpersonbecause,

it'sgoingforanhourandhisstillnothere,whenwe

phonedhimearlieronhesaidhewasonhisway

butIguesshewashittinguswiththebantutime.

Finallyheapproacheswearingskinnyjeans,formal

shirtwithajerseytiedlowaroundhisshoulders,he

finishedthelookwithloafersjudgingbyhis

appearanceyoucantellhisintothegoodlifething

butanywayasikholapho.

Him:helloguys,sorryI'mlate

Me:it'sokay,thankyouforcoming

Mnqobi:"BonganiNyaworight?",henodded

Me:Idon'tknowifyouremembermebutmysister

SamkelisiweBhenguwasinarelationshipwithyou

yearsago



Bongani:"Oh",hesaidthenhelookeddown

Mnqobi:shepastonandleftason,youremember

Futhiphoningyouabouthim?

Bongani:howdoIknowhewasmine,yoursister

wascheatingonmewithmybestfriend

Me:youshouldhavecomeanddonetheneccesary

checkstobesureBongani,yoursonhasbeen

throughalotandforyourinfoheisasplitimageof

you

Bongani:doyouhaveapicture?

Me:"yes",Ishowedhim,Isawtearsbuildingupin

hiseyesasheexaminesthepictureonmyphone.



Bongani:IguessIdidn'twanttolooklikeafool,my

friendwasbraggingtoeveryonethathewas

tappingher,soIguessthejokeisonmenow,

alwayshasbeen.NtombifuthiIlovedyoursisterbut

whatshedidbruisedmyegoandsincethenInever

trustedwomenagain,nowIneglectedmyson.

Mnqobi:I'msorrymanbutyoushouldhave

swallowedyourpride,amandon'trunawayfrom

theirproblemsbutyoufaceitheadon,Smisowas

rapedwhileyoumovedonwithyourlifeman

Hecouldn'tholdhistearsanymore,hekepton

wipingthem.

Bongani:"whowasit?",Heaskedthroughgritted

teeth

Me:Mandlabutkarmavisitedhimsooner



Bongani:greatbecauseIwasgoingtoendhis

patheticlife

Mnqobi:wheretofromhere?

Bongani:canIbeinhislifeplease?Iknowitslate

butcanI?

IstartedcryingthinkingofallIenduredasa

teenagerraisinghimupbymyselfandnowthis

manwanttobeinhislife,Iwantbeheartlessand

sayno,wecouldhavedonethisyearsagobutthis

isnotaboutme,it'sforSmie.

Me:"sure",Inodcontinuouslyastearswarmmy

cheeks

Mnqobi:Iwantedtoadopthim



Bongani:pleasedon't,hisaNyawoandIwilltake

fullresponsibilityforhim,withyourpermission

ofcourse

Mnqobi:theQueenhasagreedsoI'mcoolbutone

fuckup,yousigningthesepapers.
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Shakes:Mletheni

Blade:sureboss

ThetwomeninblackbroughtoutabloodiedSabelo

outoftheSUV



Sabelo:braShakes,Ipromisenothinghappened

betweenZinhleandI.Iwasjustmessingaround.

Shakes:whenyouseeme,youseeaplayground?I

havebeenwatchingyouboy,youbusyfollowingmy

wifeandItoldZinhlethatwhenIcatchyou,Iwillkill

you.

Sabelo:hadebraShakes,ngiyaxolisa

Busanikickedinanotherbloodiedbodythatwent

flyinginsidethebasementfloor.Mthobisiand

Nkosenyefollowedsuitwithgrinsplasteredontheir

faces

Nkosi:Imissedthisplace

Mtho:motherfuckingmidlands



Sizwe:Icanseetheboysaretakinggoodcareofit

Shakes:youcansaythatagain

Nkosi:kahlekahlethisisnotfun,whatarewegoing

todowithtwoweaklings,tellmewedidn'tdriveall

thewayfortwolittlewimps

Shakes:patientsBhovunganethere'smore.

Afteracoupleofminutestwomorebloodiedguys

werethrowninSizweandShakestiedthemonthe

chairs.

Busani:asyoucanseewedon'thavetime,wehave

childrenandgrandchildrenwhowantstoplaywith

us



Shakes:andwivestofucksoakusheshe

Sabelo:Minangiyaxolisa,Iwillmovetoanother

provinceifIhavetoo,I'mnevercontactingZinhle,I

swearonmymother'slife

Theseniorsburstedoutlaughing

Mtho:seriouslyShakesulethelonalana?(you

broughtthisonehere?)

Shakes:usengimeemqaleni,ucabangaukuthi

ngiyisthingithingi(I'muptillherewithhim,hethinks

I'mafool),hehastheaudacitytocallmywifeand

threatenher,whileI'mstillalive,yeyyiunyile(hewill

shitonhimself).

Sizwe:naweZunguwasukelaencaneInganele

bukamanjeubanganezingane(youtoo,marrieda



younggirlnowyoufightingwithsmallboys

Theyburstedoutlaughingoncemore

Shakes:sowhatMpungose??Andyoucallthis

fighting,I'llsquashhimlikeanant

Busani:"khulumanimadoda",theyallbecame

serious

Man1:youratherkillme,I'mnotsayingaword

Nkosenyesmirked…hefoldedhissleevesandlet

outadevilishchucklehewalkedoverthecabinet

andscannedthroughhiscabinetandcameoutwith

hisfavoriteknife.

Nkosi:"awuphindefuthi",themankeptquiet



shakingvisibly

Busani:catcaughtyourtongueRambo?WHATARE

YOUDOINGSNIFFINGAROUNDMYTURF?

man1:lookKingIwassenttogetinfokuphela,I

don'tevenknowwhosentme,wecommunicated

viacallsandtheypaidmeklaar

Busanipunchedhimsohardafewteethlandedon

thefloor

Busani:todayyouwillknowuyangizwa??Yourboss

havebeenkillingmyworkerswhohavefamiliesto

feedandwenauzonginyela

Hekickedhimandhefellwithhischair,hepulled

himbackupfurious



Busani:whoisyourboss

Hecockedhisgunandplaceditonhisballs..

Man1:it'sRango,Rever'sson

Busani:Reverhasason?HowcomeIdidn'tknow?

Man1:helivedwithhismother,apparentlyhedidn't

wantpeopletoknowabouthimespeciallyhis

enemies.Hejustresurfacednowbuthisbeen

aroundthough,it'sjustthatpeopledon'tknowhis

Rever'sson

Busani:"FUCK",hestartedkickingthingsaround

Mtho:weneedtowarntheboys,IwillgetNtsikato

keeptabsonhim



Nkosi:Ican'tbelieveourmesswillfalluponour

kidsnow

Sizwe:theboysarestrong,don'tunderestimate

them

Shakes:yaMpungoseisright,let'sjustgivethema

headsup

Busani:heprobablyknowsthatwekilledhisfather,

hemustknow

Nkosi:"mostdefinitely",whatarethesetwofoolsin

herefor?

Shakes:thisoneclaimtohaveseenthepersonwho

murderedthatpestofacop



Nkosi:howdoweknowyouaretellingthetruth?

Man2:wellI'mfromBizana,I'mapoliceman.That

eveningIwasdrivinghomefortheweekendwhenI

sawawomanfleeingthescenewithafileandthat

fileconsistedinformationthatcouldbringyouall

downLieutenantLangahavebeenworkingonitfor

years.

Mtho:didyouseethewoman?

Man2:notreallybutIcanspyonLieutKanisince

she'sworkingonthecase

Busani:soyouarehereforluckscorruptcop?

Man2:weallwanttosurviveandthesalaryatsaps

ispeanuts



Nkosi:"areyousureyoudidn'tseethewoman?",he

lookedathiminquisitively

Man2:noIdidn't,I'mtheonewhocalledthe

ambulanceandpolicethatday,thewomanwas

fullycovered.Icouldmakeoutitsawoman

becauseofherbodystructure,herboobsandass.

Busani:don'tgiveNontsikeleloahardtimeorIwill

endyouinasplitsecond

Heshotman1hediedonthespot

Busani:"likethis",thepolicemangaspedinfear

Nkosi:what'syourname?



Man2:sergeantMajozi

Nkosi:whydon'tyouleaveLieutKanianddigupdirt

onColonelMsibiforusMajozi

Man:helikestobecalledtheGeneral

Mtho:wedon'tgiveafuckwhathelikestocalled

Busani:Generalwokunukayini?IsheinagangNo?

sofusegmaan,tellhimhisshittome,General

Generalwamasimba

Nkosi:youdothatforusandwewillbegood

friends

Majozi:Iwillgetontoit



Sizwe:justsoyouknow,Ihavearecordedavideo

ofeverythingthattookplace,yousnitchingandyou

voluntarypleadingallegiancetous,onemoveand

youdoneson.

Majozi'seyespoppedout,henoddedhishead

vigorously.

Theyhadtheirfunwiththeguysandboyohboyit

wasbloody.

Justforoldtimesake…

____________

Narrated

Nandi



ThesoundsofAfricandrumsfilledherears,she

walkedinslowlythroughthefogfollowingthe

rhythmicandmelodioussound,shewashere,she

wascloser,itwasgettinglouder.Theplacewas

packed,itlookedlikeacelebration.TheKingdom?It

lookedfamiliar,yesitstheMpunziPalace,hereyes

dartedtothethrone,hereyessoftened.Hesatthere

socomfortably,reekingofconfidenceandintegrity,

hewasstoicandwise,hismovementweregraceful

andpoised.Beingchiefbeffittedhimwell,Ismiled

andwalkeduptohimbutwasstopped.

Me:excuseme?Iwantgositnexttomyhusband

Guards:stepawayMam,youarenotallowedclose

tothechief

Me:thisisabsurd,hemaybeachieftoyoubuthis

myhusbandnowletmego



Guards:sorrymamwearejustfollowingorders

Me:"Ntsika!!Ntsikaaa",Istartcallingouthisname

Iscreamedhisnameastheydraggedmeoutofthe

Palace,it'salmostasifhecouldn'thearnorseeme.

Onmywayoutsomethingcaughtmyeyes,itwasa

maiden.Shewasinfrontofthechiefdancing

seductively,thewaysheswayedherhipsroundand

roundlikeabellydancerhadthechiefinhergrip,no

wonderhecouldn'tseeorhearme,hewasdrunkin

thismaidenshypnoticmovements.

Itookagoodlookatthemaiden,herskinwas

flawless,shewaswearingashimmeringyellow

sarongthatcomplimentedherskintone,shewasa

yellowbone,herhourglassbodymademesquirmin

myclothes,Ifeltlikenothinginaninstance.The

chiefwasentertainedandcapturedheinstructed



thatthemusiccontinuesohecanindulgeinthe

maidensperformance,Ilookattheseatnexttohim

andIsawbloodflowing,Iscreamedpointingatthe

bloodbutnooneheardme.

Thechiefhoistedhimselfofftheseatandmadehis

waytowardsthemaiden,hisgrinwas

unprecedentedbuthiseyesfilledwithlustand

passiontearsbuildupinmyeyesasIcalledouthis

nameNtsikaaa,I'mfustratedevenasIallowmy

sobstoescapemymouth,whywon'thehearmeor

seeme.Igotaglimpseofthemaidensface,Nono

nonoitcan'tbe,itwasLwandle,Bandile'smother

shelookedyoungerandmorebeautifulIcharged

towardsherinangerbutthecloserIgottothem

thingsstartedtowaver.Thechiefwasnolonger

Ntsikabutmyfather,Lwandlewascoveredinblood

theybothlookedatmeandstartedlaughing.I

stoppedinmytracksandstartedtakingsteps

backwards,thencameBandileandVusimuzithey

allwalkedtowardsmewithundetectablefaces,they

corneredmebutjustastheywereabouttograb



aholdofme,theoldmanandwomanstarted

whoopingthemwithacane,theyscatteredin

differentdirections.

Ntsika:"Nandiwakeup",heshookme

Me:mmmh

IgotupimmediatelyItouchedmyface,itwas

drippingofsweat,Icheckedtheclockanditwas

3am,Iwalkedintothebathroom,Iwetaclothand

startedwipingmyface.Iwalkedbackintothe

bathroomandIcouldn'tstopthetearsfromfalling.

Ntsika:Diamantetalktome

Me:mydreamyoucouldn'thearmeorseemeand

ithurtsobad



Ntsika:"itwasjustadreamDiamante,comehere",

hepulledmeintohisembrace.

Isunkintohisstrongarms,igotdrunkbyhisscent,

healwayssmellnice.

Me:thedreamwassorealHlase,anditscaredthe

shitoutofme

Ntsika:whatwasitabout?

Me:you,meandtheevilpeoplebackhome

Ntsika:oh

Me:"youwereachief",heletoutanervouschuckle

Ntsika:"IcanneverbeachiefDiamante,Idon't



haveroyalblood",helaughsnervouslyagain

Me:"Iknowbutinmydreamyouwere,avery

handsomeone,itlookedgoodonubut",myhead

fallsassadnessengulfsme,youwereunderaspell.

Ntsika:itwasjustadream

Me:wouldyoucheatonme?Iknowyoucangetany

womanyouwant

Ntsika:thosedaysareover,Iloveyou,Ihavefound

mydiamondsthulisikandaba,whymustIchase

stones,IhaveafullpackagerighthereandI'mnot

lettinggo,Iwanttomarryyouandspendtherestof

mylifewithyou.

Me:IloveyoutooHlasewamibutwewillhave

challenges,thoseevilpeopleareuptosomethingI



canfeelitinmybones

Ntsika:"relaxI'mhere",hekissedthetopofmy

head

IwonderwhatisgoingoninthatKingdomandwho

aretheseoldpeoplethatalwaysrescueme…..
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Ihavedonethiscountlesstimesbutthenervesvisit

meeverytime,I'mtappingonmycarryonclothed

withcoccaineworth60million,I'mactingasnormal

ascanbe.Iputonmyearphonesandplaysome

music,thisusuallydoesthetrick,thistimearoundI

hadtotravelviaSpain,I'minMadridAirportandthe

securityisinsane,Idon'tknowwhytheColombian

suggestedthisroute.

Man:"sorrymam"Isquintmyeyesathim,

hiswearingthoselimeandorangevest,Icanseea

badgewrittenpolicia(police)myheartliterally

stopped"I'mfucked"

Me:"what'sthematter?"Isaysharply



Man:pleasecomewithme,Ihaveafewquestions

toaskyou

Iwanttocryrightnow,Ithoughtofmyfamilyback

home,Ithoughtofmyson,Ithoughtofallthe

optionsIhadbutIchosetobeamuleforquick

cash.

Me:"I'llbelateformyflightsir,iseverythingokay?",

IaskedasIfollowedhim.

Man:soonyouwillgetalltheanswerstoyour

questionsbutrightnowIwouldadviseyoutobe

quietandcooperate.

Me:"ohk",myheartisbeatingoutofmyribcage

Iwasledintoacheckuproom,I'mquietasa

churchmousebecausewhateverIwouldsaynext



willbeusedagainstme,it'seasytoimplicate

yourselfwhennervous.Ikeeptellingmyself,"it

couldbenothingrelax","it'sjustroutinecheckup

nothingmuch",butthentheknotsinmytummy

screamsomethingelse.

Man:"mamcanIhaveyourpassportandyour

travelparticularsplease",Ihandthemoveralmost

immediately

Me:iseverythingokay?

Man:youtellme?Ikeepquiet,"relax,whyareyou

soanxiousifyouhavenothingtohide?"

Me:Idon'twanttomissmyflight

Man:"youcanalwaysgetinthenextone",Isigh



Man:howmanybagsdidyoucheckin?

Me:two

Man:whatweredoinginColombia?

Me:"visitingmyboyfriend",Ilie

Man:"mustbenice",hechuckles

TheydismantledmycarryonandI'msweating

becauseIknowexactlywhattheywillfind,aftera

fewminutestheywheelinmytwosuitcaseswhomI

checkedinandIknew"I'mdone",theyscatteredall

myclothesandbegantodismantlemysuitcases.

Man:canwehaveyourboyfriendsnumber?



Me:why?

Man:toconfirmafewthings

Igavethemthenumber,eventhoughIknewitwont

gothrough,afteracoupleoftimeshechuckledso

loudlyIwantedtoslaphimacrosshisface.

Man:yourimaginaryboyfriendhasgoneawol

Me:mxm

Man:"howwasthesexwithyourimaginary

boyfriend?"theyallchuckled

Igavethemaboredlook,theyweredestroyingmy

suitcases,peelingofflayersandlayersofitsflesh

andtheywantmetosithereandlaughattheydry



jokesmxm

Man:oopssorrybutlookwhatwefound

Izonedoutastheyscatteredblocksofcokeonthe

counter,thisis120millionaltogether,hesprayeda

littlesubstanceonawhitecloth.

Man:ifthispinkturnsbluethenwhatyouare

carryinghereiscocaine,herubbedthepowderand

Istaredasthesubstanceturnedblue,ofcourseI

knowitscocainebutIwasprayingforamiracle

thatit'sturnsgreenorpurple,whoamIkidding?

Thesepeoplearetrainedforthisandtheydoit

everyday.

Me:"canIcallsomeoneplease",I'mnowintears

Man:sure



TheydialedthenumberIgavethem…

Voice:hello

Me:"HeySpankit'smeThandekile",myvoicebreak

Spank:what'sgoingon?

Me:I'mattheairport,theyfoundcokeinmy

suitcases,pleasetakecareofmysonIsob

Spank:whatthefuckiswrongwithyouThandekile?

Whythehellareyoucallingme?Youwantthemto

trackmedown?

Me:Ican'tcallRangocanI?



Spank:shutthefuckup,whyareyoumentioning

names

Me:relaxIdoubttheycanunderstandZulu

Spank:OKnowlisten,youknowhowitis,youdo

yourtimeandwewilltakecareofyouwhenyouout

andwhateveryoudoDONOTTALK,otherwiseyour

sondies,youknowRangodon'tplayandhewillbe

furiousthathisproductisheldupattheairport.

Me:Iknow,justtakecareofhim

Spank:IwillandI'msorry

Man:"Ihopeyouweregettingalawyerinthat

language",Igavehimanotherboredlook,"youare

underarrestfordrugtraffickingandposingdanger

topublichealthandifyouluckyyouwillget3to6



yearsandafineof30000Euro'sbutyouwill

appearinfrontofthejudgeandtheywilldecide.

Theseareyourrightshewavedapieceofpaperin

myface,Iwascuffedandescortedtothepolice

vehicle.

_____________

Sanelisiwe

Ijustgotoutfromarejuvenatingbathwithallmy

specialoilsfrommaZinhle'sSpacollection,hand

pickedfromMorrocco,it'sheavenlyItellyou.Iwrap

atowelaroundmybodyandmakemywayintomy

bedroom,yesIhavemyownplacenow,thefirstgirl

inthecircletoownanapartmentwithoutthe

father'sbreathingdownmyneck,thatjustshows

youhowmuchMpungosecaresaboutme,butIwill

notdwellonthat,Isomehowunderstand.



IdroppedmytowelwhenIhearsomeonegasp,I

jumpedpetrified,thisismyprivatespaceandmy

doorsarelocked,whothehellisit,Ifinallygather

enoughcouragetoturnmyselfaround.

Him:"yousodamnsexySane",hebithislowerlip

Me:howthehelldidyougetinhere?Ipickedupmy

towelandcoveredmyselfquickly.

Him:awkahleItoldyou,Iwillfindyou

Hestoodupandcameforth,Imovedback

Me:whatdoyouwant?Pleasedon'thurtme

Him:youknowwhatIwantandIwouldneverhurt

youNtombiemhlophe



Me:"getoutoutmyhouseplease",tryingtoact

tough

IcametoahaltwhenIfeelthecoldnessofthewall

onmyback,mytoweldropsoncemore,hisclose

realclose.Hisbreathingstraightintomymyface,I

lookawaybutthatdidn'tstophim,Icanfeelhis

handrubbingmycookieinacircularmotion.I

pushedhimoff,hechuckled.

Him:"stopplayinghardtogetSane,Iknowyou

wantme,yourdrippingwet",helickedhisfingers

Me:Idon'tcarewhatyouthinkRangobutIwant

yououtofhere,IloveyoubutIcan'tdothis

Hisphonerescuedme,Ilotionedandgotdressed.

Whileheattendedtohiscall,heliesbackonmybed

likeumnumzane(theheadofthehouse)mxm.



Him:YinimanjeSpank

Spank:ThandekileisarrestedinSpain

Him:whatthehellwasshedoinginSpainfromthe

firstplace?,SpankI'mgivingyouaweekngifuna

impahlayami(Iwantmyproduct)

Spank:Iwillmakeafewcalls

Him:weneeditSpank,theColombianscannever

findoutitwasmewhowantedthestufforwe

screwed

Spank:okayI'monit

Hehungup,hismoodhaschanged,hewaspissed



andcranky.

Me:I'mgoingout

Him:youbetternotstartyourshitwhenIcome

backlater,I'mnotinthemood

Irollmyeyesandwemadeourwayout

_________

TheBiznizweregatheredatLanga'sgym,theywere

onbreakaftertheirsteamingsessionofkickboxing.

Theywerediscussingwaystotackletheissuesat

hand.

Ntsika:I'mworkingonhackingintothisguy's

systemandit'snotaseasy,hemusthaveavery



expensivesecuritycompanyprotectinghimbutI'm

waitingfortherighttimeandIwillbein

Nkosa:weneedtobecarefulbecausewedon't

knowwhathisplayingat,theonlythingwehave

seenishimmessingwiththeturf.

Yanda:can'twekillhimalready,thisnutcaseis

killingmyworkerslikefliesandthenhe

dissappearsintothinair

Ntwe:what'sthelatestontheRoyalties

Ntsika:leyomsunungiyibhekengabomvu(I'm

watchingthemlikehawks)theyseemtobecarrying

onwiththeirlives

Nkosa:Idon'ttrustthemonebit



Ntwe:I'mworriedaboutthefilethatwentmissing

fromLieutenantLanga'smurderscene,whatif

Rangohasit?Exactlywhoareweupagainst?

Mnqobi:weneedtofindthatfile,I'malsoanxious

sincewedon'tknowwhatitconsistsoff,Yandadid

Ntsikisayanything?

Yanda:shedoesn'tdiscussworkwithmeobviously

butshetoldmeithadstuffthatcouldbringus

down,shesaidit'sbad.

Nka:shit,thisisbadsoshehasnoleadonwhodid

it?

Yanda:nope,I'malsosuspectingRango

Langa:whothehellisRango



Nka:hawu,youtryingtotellmethatwehavebeen

talkingandyoudidn'tcatchathing?

Langa:eishsorryguys,Mary-Janeisrelocatingto

Australiabytheendofthisweek,aftereverything

shechosetoleavemeandCarane

TheBiznizsympathizedwithLanga,encouraging

him.

Mnqobi:maybesheneedsthisaftereverythingbafo,

don'tworrywhenitcomestoCaranewewillallchip

in

Nka:"I'msorrybro,Iknowhowmuchyouinvested

inthis",hepulledhimintohisembraceandpathis

back

_________



ATMPUNZIKINGDOM

Vusimuzi,BandileandLwandleweregathered

aroundthetable.

Bandile:whereisthechief?

Lwandle:mxmthatoldhag,hisatameetingwith

thevillageelders,heboresmetodeath

Vusi:hisyourhusband,youshouldnttalkabouthim

likethat

Lwandle:next

Bandile:there'sanopeninginaSpathatthe

Khoza’sowninDurbanNorth,wecansendLungile



there

Vusi:whyLungile?Iwantthatmaidenformyself

Bandile:youdidn'tdeserveNandifromthestart,

yousuchapervert

Vusi:andyoudeserveher?Yousuchacoward

Bandileyouhadthegirlforyearsbutyoucouldn't

persuadeher,friendsfriendsmyfoot.

Bandile:Irespectedher

Vusi:andlookwherethatgotyou

Lwandle:hushnowboys,wehavebetterthingsto

discussthenhaveyoubickering,nowwechose

LungilebecausesheisbeautifulandNtsikahasa



historywhenitcomestowomen,especially

beautifulwomenlikeLungisowearesurehewill

drooloverherjustlikeyouPrinceVusimuzi

Vusi:finebutoncethisisover,Iwanthertomyself

Lwandle:FINE

Bandile:I'moutofhere,Iwillletyouknowifthey

callherforaninterview

Bandileleftthetwointhediningroom…

Vusi:howdidsheagree?SheturnedtoLwandle

Lwandle:she'snotasinnocentasyouthink

Vusi:really?



Lwandle:yep,she'sintotheblesserlife,she'sall

aboutmoney

Vusi:mmmmhthatbodyofhers

Lwandledroppedhersarong,asoldasshewas,

shewasstillsizzlingherbodyfirmandtummy

intact,sheworkedhardtomaintainthisbodywith

littlehelpfromherportionsofcourse,youcanonly

tellheragethroughhermaturedface.Shewalked

towardsVusimuziwhoswallowedhardbythesight

infrontofhim.Lwandlehasbeendroolingoverthe

youngprincebutdidn'tknowhowtoapproachhim

butshefoundhisweaknessandsheisusingit,The

chiefisoldandalwaystired,hisgameisslowly

dyingdownsomuchtoLwandle'sirritation,she

wasallaboutfireandfun.

Hewalkedupthestairsstarknaked,Vusimuzisat



theredumbstruck,hismanhoodhardasarock,he

triedtoleavebeforehecomitsadulterywithanold

marriedwomanbutturnedbythedoor,heran

upstairsandfoundLwandle'slegswideopened

readytowelcomehim.

Daaaammm….
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Busani

Hewasonthephonewithanoldfriendfrom

overseas.

Busani:howdiditgo?

Voice:Isetthemupandthegirlgotbustedatthe

airport,theColombiansknowthatRever'sboy

wantedtheproduct

Busanichuckledinexcitement..

Busani:that'swonderfulnewsCarlos

Carlos:yeahhewon'tbegettinganyproductsfrom

usthisside,ourloyaltylieswithyouKing



Busani:I'mglad,thatboyistryingtotakeovermy

turfusingmyveryownproduct

Carlos:worrynomore

Busani:graciasamigo

Carlos:howisshe?

Busani:she'sgreatCarlos,sheseemhappy.When

willyoutellherthetruth?

Carlos:youknowhowstubbornMarciaisamigo

andIdon'twanttolooseher

Busani:howlongdowantmetokeepdoingthis

Carlos,it'sonlyamatteroftimebeforeshefinds



herselfsomeonetofillupthevoid.

Carlos:butsheliveswithyourbrother,justcarryon

keepingtabsonherandtakingcareofherneeds,as

peragreementKing,youaretheonlypersonItrust

withher

Busani:"Iknow,Iknow",hefacepalmsandexhale

loudly

Hehungupandcoveredhisfacewithapillowand

screamed.

__________

Ntsika

NtsikaandNandiwereseatedsidebysideonthe



theirbreakfastnookindulgingonthescrumptious

foodNandihadprepared.

Me:forfuturereferenceIwillonlyeatfoodprepared

byyouinthishouse,shouldyourequireahouse

help,angifunemuntuozophekanomaozongena

egumbinilamilokulalaormyworkstation(Idon't

wantanyonetocook,toenterourbedroomormy

workstation)

Nandi:notedbutI'mperfectlyfinefornow,Ican

handlethehousebymyself

Me:I'mimpressedawholeprincessworkingher

sexybuttoff

Nandi:it'smyhouseIhavetobehandson,trustme

ifyoumetmebeforemypredicamentyouwouldbe

soannoyed,Iwasatotalsnobbutlifetaughtme

thenecessaryandmymomwouldbesoproudof



me.

Me:youmissher?

Nandi:everyday

Me:whatwasshelike?

Nandi:"justlikemaNtandoandmaNtombi,but

moresubtle,shewashumblealwayssmiling.She

wouldhumasshecookaroundthekitchen,even

thoughasthechieftesswithcountlessservantsshe

alwayscookedforus.Hercalm,happynaturewas

contagious,whensheenterstheroom it

immediatelylightsup.Everyonearoundthevillage

lovedher,herdarkflawlessskin,hercontagious

smileohhowImissher",sheshedatear

Me:likemotherlikedaughter,becauseyoujust



describedyourselftotheT,doyouhavepicturesof

her?

Nandi:yeah

Shegotupandranupthestairstogetasmall

albumthatshekeptasareminder.Afterafew

minutesshecamebackdownandhandeditoverto

Ntsika,hepagedthroughitwithahugesmile

plasteredonhisface.

Me:"thatsmilethough?Youaresplitimageofyour

mother,it'sincrediblebutthisismyfavoritepicture",

hechuckled

Nandi:"letmesee",sheleanedclosertoNtsikashe

burstedoutlaughing

Me:what'ssofunny?



Nandi:thatdayBandileandIwenttothecircusin

Durban,theveryfirsttimeactually.Itwasfun

afterwardsmymomanddadtookustothebeach,

werodetherickshawandwentonthecablecar,it

wasthebesttimeofmylife…Wellatthattime

Me:youandBandilewereclose

Shenoddedandwipedhertears,Ipulledherinto

myembrace.

Nandi:hewasmybestfriend,sikhulendawonye

(wegrewuptogether)meanwhilehewasobsessed

withme,hemaythinkthisisnothingbutit'sabig

dealtome,Itrustedhimwithmylife.Wewould

bathtogether,sleeptogether,that'showclosewe

were.

Me:Idon'twanthimanywherenearyouDiamante



Nandi:metoo,canyoubelievethathewasplanning

torapeandgetmepregnantsoIcanbedeemed

uselessandbestuckwithhim,Ioverheardhimand

hismotherthatnightIranaway.

Me:Iwillkillthemwithmybarehands,iftheycome

closetoyou,youaremydiamond,minestokeep

foreverandever.Idon'twantyoutoshedanymore

tearsforthemyangizwa?

Nandi:yes

Me:nowconcerningus,howdoIpayforyourhead?

Ineedtotakemyfather'stoyourfamilyandpay

iloboloNandi,Icannevermarryyouwithouttheir

blessings

Nandi:myfatheriscontrolledbythosewitches

Hlase,Idon'tseehowthiswillworkout,plusthe



wayIleftI'msureahugepunishmentawaitsmeat

home,plusI'maprincessandyouarejustanormal

person,there'sjustalot

Me:"Idon'tcareifit'salot,wearegoingtothe

SouthCoastandIwilldoeverythingtheywantme

todotomarryyou,eveniftheyaskforamillion

cows",Ichuckle

Nandi:youwoulddothatforme?

Me:hellyeah,thatandmore

Nandi:let'sdothisthen

Me:Ican'twait,Iwillaskmyfatherstosendaletter

toyourkingdom.



Igentlynibbledonherlowerlip,sheletoutasoft

moan,Ideepenedthekissand,and,and

__________

Liyanda

I'mworriedaboutNontsikelelo,shehasbeensick

forafullweek,Ihavetakenhertothedoctorbut

theyarefindingnothing,DrMardonourfamily

doctorprivatelytoldmeshemightbedepressed,

butbywhat?

Ifindheronourbed,yesI'veaskedhertomovein

withmesoIcantakecareofher.Sheisrocking

herselfbackandforth,hereyespuffyandred.

Me:Ntsikibabytalktotome,youknowIwoulddo

anythingforyou



Ntsiki:I'mahorriblepersonLiyanda,Itookanoath

andIbrokeit,mylifeisfinished.

Me:youarenotahorribleperson,youarethebest

thingthateverhappenedtothatpolicestation.

Ntsiki:it'soverLiyanda,Ikilledhim

Me:whoahwhoahyoukilledwho?

Ntsiki:Langa,Ikilledmyfellowcolleagueoutof

spite,hewasnailingallthebigcasesandtrampling

allovermeasifI'mnothing,healwaysmademe

feellikeI'mjustatoothlessweakwoman.Sowhen

hegatheredenoughinformationtobringdownthe

biggestcriminalsinSouthAfrica,IgotjealousandI

gotscaredbecauseI'mmadlyinlovewithoneof

them,Ijusthadtoprotecthim,Ijustcouldn't….I..I..I

killedhimincoldbloodLiyanda,hewasbeggingme



tostopbutIdidn't,Idon'tknowwhatcameoverme

Me:"Nontsikelelo",myeyesasbigassaucers

Ntsiki:I'msorrythatI'mnotyouridealtypeofagirl,

I'mnowamurderer

Me:don'ttalknonsense,Iloveyou.I'mjustshocked,

you…youkilledformeNtsiki,godamn.

Istoodupandpacedaroundtheroom,iretreated

afterafewminutesandpulledherinfrontofme.

Me:neverdothatagain,Idon'teverwantmy

womangettingherhandsdirtyforme,Iwillprotect

younottheotherwayroundandyouarequitting

thatshittyjobuyangizwa,wewilltalktoma

Nontandoandseewhatyoucando



Ntsiki:Iwanttodothingsformyself

Me:"andyouwill,Iwilljustgiveyoualoanbutyou

willhavetopaymeback",Ilied

Ntsiki:I'msorry

Me:noneed,whatyoudidmeanstheworldtome,

mybadasssexywomanbutpleaseneveragain

Nontsikelelo,myfatherswillgomadwhentheyfind

out,wetakecareofourwomeninthisfamily.

Ntsiki:theydon'thavetoknow

Me:theywillfindouttrustme

Ntsiki:Iwillworkforawhilethoughthenquit



Me:whereisthefileNontsikelelo?

Ntsiki:ohthat?Iburntit

Me:whencanIsendmyuncles?

________

Futhi

I'msoexcited,thefamilyagreedtoconductmy

negotiations,sonowit'suptotheKhoza’stodecide

whentheywanttogodowntoPortshepstone.Ipull

upourapartment,yesI'mdrivingnow,allofus

Infacttheseniorwivesforcedusintodrivingschool

becausenodaughteroftheirswillmakeUberrich,

zikhonaimotoegcekenip(whenthere'scarsparking

intheyard).



MasabathagotaMiniCooperthatoncebelongedto

ourdearmotherinlawandNkosazane,I'mdriving

thelatestToyotaCorollathatoncebelongedto

MnqobiandNandiwuuuutheperksofhavingarich

motherinlaw,she'sdrivingaBMWE605seriesthat

oncebelongedtomaNontando.Sheinspiremethat

one,shehadmoneybeforemarryingintothe

Khoza’s,anditdoubledupwiththeperksofbeinga

Khozawifebutsheishumble,youcannottell,Infact

allofthewivesare.WhenIgrowupIwanttobelike

them.

IseeMnqobi’scarinthedriveway,whatishedoing

homeatthistimeoftheday,IcanhearvoicesasI

makemywayin,heishavingaheatedconversation

withthisbeautifulwoman,Iwonderwhosheis.I

greetthemasImakemywayinandupstairsto

change,IcanhearthevoicesgettinglouderandI'm

gettingpissedbytheminute.Ichangeandcharged

downstairs.



Me:"getout",Ipointtoher

Her:stayoutofthisbitch

Me:I'mgivingyou5seconds,ifyouarenotoutby

thenuzongaziukuthingiwubani(youwillknowme)

Imarchedbackupstairs,IopenMnqobi’ssafeand

drawouthisgun,yeswehavebeendoingshooting

lessons,weweretoldit'sessential.Igoback

downstairsthebitchishavingagoatmymanand

heisjuststandingclenchinghisfist,hisangry.

Me:"ohyoustillhere",Icockedthegunandpointit

ather

Her:Mnqobiyougoingtoletherbullyme?Wow,so

thisishowitisnow?



Sheangrilysnatchedherpursefromthecouchand

headedoutafterthrowingdaggersatme.Mnqobi

floppedonthecouchandscratchedhishead.

Me:whothehellwasthat?

Mnqobi:nobody,pleasedon'tworryabouther

Hestoodupandreachedouthishand.

Me:what?

Mnqobi:givemebackmygunplease,Idon'twant

youhandlingMYgun,youwantgoaroundshooting

peoplemanje?Idon'tknowwhymaisdraggingyou

intothisnonsense,it'sgettingintoyourhead.

Me:whoisthatgirl?



Mnqobi:Pamelamyex,anobody

Me:IrespectyouMpungoseandshecomesinhere

andaddressyouinthatmannerandyoumadI

pointedagunather?Shemusttrythatshitagain

andIwilldoworse.

Mnqobi:weeebhatata

Me:andherperfumesmellsfamiliar,Ijustcan't

rememberfromwhere

Mnqobidissappearedupstairs,I'mguessingtohide

HISgunawayfromme.AsforPamela,shebetter

notbeheretocomebetweenMnqobiandI

otherwiseuzonya.
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Themenweregatheredaroundthewarehouseto

discussafewthings.

Busani:Rangotriedtoordertheexactproductas

ourstoputusoutofbusiness,hisplanwastosell

ourproductstoourcustomers,talkaboutplaying

smart.



Yanda:yeahheisbecausethenpeoplewon'tknow

thedifference,theywillprobablythinkit'susstill

Mnqobi:whatwasthereasonforhimtokillyour

runners?

Busani:toplanthisrunnersinmyturfwhileI'm

blindedbyhiringnewones

Yanda:truebecausewecan'tjustputanyonetosell

forus,theyhavetobetrustworthyandstreetsmart,

sothisfuckeriscleverIgiveittohim.

Nkosi:howdidyousolvethismessBusani?

Busani:wellanoldfriendofmineCarlosSanchez

workswiththeColombians,hetippedmeoff,he

wasalarmedbythehugeorderthatcamefrom

SouthAfricabecausewehadjustordered3days



ago,Iaskedhimtodigsomemoreandvoila!

Mtho:AndhowmuchdowepaySanchez?because

Iknownothingisforfree,hedidn'thavetowarnyou

Busani:wegowayback,hisgotmybackandIgot

hisplushefoundoutthatweareharboringhiswife,

hewaselatedthatatleastshesafewithusrather

thanherbeingvulnerableandalonesomewhere

Sizwe:whoawhoahiswife?Howcome?

Mtho:"Marcia",hiseyespoppedouttheyallgasped

Ntsika:hedoesknowthatNandifoundher

homelessandgaveherahome,sohemustn'tcome

hereandthinkwehadamotive,mywomanwasa

goodsamiritaninallofthis.



Busani:relaxson,heknows

Shakes:soit'ssettled,wetakecareofhiswifeand

hekeepsanearforus?

Busani:"sortof",heclearedhisthroat

Mtho:"istheremore?",Henarrowedhiseyesathim?

Busani:"uhmno,Iwouldlikeustomeetfordrinks

later",hesaidlookingattheseniorstheynodded

Ntwe:andIwouldlikeforustomeetattheclub

tonight

TheBiznizcheeredinexcitement,fistpumpsand

highfivesintheair,theseniorschuckledwhile

shakingtheirheads.



Busani:settledown,settledown,there's

more…becauseofRangoweare120millionricher

becausewegothisfullypaidforproductfreeof

chargeandthat'sthepricehewillpayfortryingto

fooltheColombians.

Yanda:hisgonagomad,IknowIwould.Ds

Nkosi:stayalert,becauseifhefindsout,Iknowhe

willcomeforus

Mnqobi:it'snotourfaulthawu

Ntwe:it's120millionMpungose,uzozwangathi

uyasha(hewillfeellikesomethingisburninghim)

Shakes:eyfokofmakashe(hemustfuckenburn)



Nka:"IwanttoproposetoNkosazane",heblurted

out,everyoneturnedtolookathim

Nkosi:that'smyqueue,hestoodupandtherestof

theseniorsfollowedhimafterthrowingintimidating

lookstowardsNkanyezi.

Nkosa:wowthat'sgreatnewsbafo,allthebestand

pleasetakecareofmylove.Ifyouhavequestions

I'mheretohelp

Nka:thanksfozas

Mnqobi:wearebrothersrightbutwhenitcomesto

mysisteryouain'tshit

Ntsika:uzonyasaan



Theyallbustedoutlaughing

Ntwe:Aveninescefeninaay(youaresoannoying),

weloveyoursistersletusbe

Yanda:velekumelenibathande(youmustlove

them)otherwisesixfeetunder.

Langa:pleasecanyouaccompanymetotheairport

beforetheclub,MJisleavingtoday.

Theyallpattedhisshoulderpledgingtheirsupport

andassurance.Langaexhalefeelingasenseof

reliefatleasttheywillbepeopleathissidewhenhe

bidsgoodbyetothemotherofhisbaby.

_________



ATMPUNZIKINGDOM

Bandile:Lungilehasbeencalledforaninterviewfor

amanagerialpositionfortheSpathattheKhoza’s

ownandI'mcertainshewillgetit

Lwandle:itpayswellandherpersonalityfits

perfectly,Iwillgiveheralittlepotiontomakeher

lovable

Vusi:perfect,whendoessheleave?

Bandile:Sunday,theinterviewisonMonday.

Vusi:ourplanismotion

Lwandle:wereceivedaletter,theKhoza’sare



askingforNandi'shandinmarriage

Bandile:"WHAAAT??",hebangedhishandonthe

table.

Vusi:"Idon'tevenwantheranymore",helookedat

Lwandleandbithislowerlip

Lwandle:"let'snotforgetourinitialplan",she

clearedherthroat.

Bandilewastoomadtoevennoticewhatwasgoing

onbetweenthetwo.

Vusi:whatwasthechiefZulu'sreaction?

Lwandle:heseemedhappyandmorebecausehe

willgettoseehisdaughteragain,soyeahhe



agreed.

Vusi:justlikethat?ShestolefromthePalaceand

sheisbetrothedtome,hasheforgottenallofthat?

Yourportionsaregettingweakwoman.

Lwandle:ohshutthefuckup,thisisgreatcan'tyou

see?Letthemcomeandpayforher,theywillthink

everythingisnormalandwearenotathreatand

boomLungilewillmakesuretheydon'tevenget

married,wewilltakeherbridepriceaspaymentfor

allthatshestoleinmyPalace.Thechiefisreally

happythatsomeonewantstomarryhisdaughter

asdamagedassheis.

Vusi:"mxm",herolledhiseyes

Bandile:"Ineedsomeair",hewalkedout



Assoonashewalkedout,LwandleandVusi

headedtotheguestroomssotheyarenotcaught,

theylockedthedoors.

Vusi:youhavebeentorturingmethewholeday,

whatthehelldidyoudotome?

Lwandle:Ihavebeenwaitingforyou,pleasedothe

thingsyoudidtomethelasttime

Vusi:youwillbethedeathofmeLwandle

__________

Narrated

Thegirlshavebeenlivingonedge,constantly

lookingbehindtheirbacks,onemistakeandit's



over.Theyknewtheyhadmessedwiththewrong

crewandthatonewayortheothertheywillfind

them,theyneededprotectionortojustskipthe

country.Whichonewillitbe?.

Voice1:howareyouthatside?

Voice2:it'sgreat,Iloveit

Voice1:don'tyouthinkit'swierdthatThamijust

dissappearedonus?

Voice2:theykilledhim,stoproamingaround

otherwisetheywillcatchyoutoo

Voice1:Iknow,whichiswhyIfoundsomeonewho

willprotectus,sowedon'tneedtoliveontherun.



Voice2:I'mquitehappyherefriend

Voice1:it'sonlyamatteroftimebeforetheylocate

you,thatisThami'spropertyyoulivein,youdo

realize?.

Voice2:ofcoursedammit,Ididn'tlikethisplanfrom

thestart,lookatmenow

Voice1:lookRangogavemeanultimatum,webe

hisgirlsandheprotectsus,finish.

Voice2:doyoutrusthimthough?

Voice1:nobutwehaveacommonenemy

Voice2:fine,comeandfetchmeI'llpacksolong



Voice1:surebutthere'sacatch

Voice2:"whatnow",shesaidannoyed

Voice1:hisapervertandhispolyamorous,be

preparedtoparticipate,it'sjustalittlepricetopay.

Voice2:whatthefuck,istherenootherway?

Voice1:weonlywanthisprotectionduh,notmoney

youknowwehaveplentyofthat

Voice2:fine,it'snotlikeIhavemoralsanyway

Voice1:goodgirl,let'shavewhileweatit

Voice2:whatever



_________

Langa

IsatonthebenchclingingontoCarane,Izonedout

aseveryonetookturnsinbiddingMary-Jane

farewell,thelaughterisdeafening,Ifeelalump

buildupmythroatbutI'msuppressingit.I'mnot

abouttobreakdowninfrontofmydaughter.

Shehascheckedinher3suitcases,onlyleftwith

hercarryon,sheturnedtolookatourdirectionand

herfacialexpressionswitchedfrombeingelatedto

gloomy,Iwantedtoscream"fuckoff"tohersobad

butIkeptittogetherformydaughterssake.

Shetakeslongstridestillshe'skneelinginfrontof

me,shetakesCarane'shandsandkissesthem.



MJ:"Princessyourememberwhatmummysaid

right?",shenodded

Me:soyoureallydoingthis?

MJ:"yep",butIwillmissyoushesmiled

Me:Ithoughtyouwouldbemyrideordie,us

againsttheworld,thebadass

MJ:Ithoughtthattoobutit'sokayCarvin,youare

freetomoveon,openupyourselftoloveanddo

you.Youdon'thavetobabysitmeanymore

Me:Mary-Jane!!

MJ:it'sokayCarvin,let'sclosethischapter,for



whatit'sworth,thankyouforeverything,thankyou

forthelifelessonsyoutaughtme,thankyoufor

givingmeasecondchance,thankyoufortaking

careofmebutmostimportantly….thankyoufor

Carane.

Me:thankyouMary-Janeforeverythingtoo,Iknow

youmaythinkIwasstringingyoualongbutno,

everythingIdidwasfromthebottomofmyheart,

youwillalwaysbespecialtome,andI'msorryfor

everything.

MJ:takecareofourdaughter,remembernosweets

beforebedtime,andalwayspackaYoghurtand

biltongwithhersnackand…

Me:relax,IknowanddontworryIwilltakecareof

her.

MJ:thisisit,goodbye?



IstoodupandhandCaraneovertoher,Iwatched

themasshefussedoverherandasmileescapemy

lips,Iwishherwellwherevershe'sgoing,ifthere's

someonewhoneedsabreak,it'sher.We

exchangedhugsandweallgazedatherasshe

dissappearedintothesecuritycheckbooth.

Thiswasit,abegginingofanewchapterinmylife,

asingledad.

__________

ATNKOSENYE’S

Ntombi:thekidsarealltheirrespectiverooms,the

teenagersareatthecinemaroom,lettheparty

begin.



Ntando:yesplease,I'mexhaustedaaandIgotyou

girlsextrabottlesofgin

Nondu:ohyeees,let'sgivewinearest

Pretty:I'llmixthefirstroundandNondumisoyou

willdotherest,I'mnottakingyourplacetrustme

Nondu:I'mnotthreatened,noonemixesdrinkslike

me

Marcia:True

Zinhle:Iguesseveryoneisinthemoodtoday,The

husbands,thechildrenandthenus

Pretty:"it'stheweekendbaby",shescreamed



Theyalljoinedin…

Zinhle:I'minterviewingagirlonMondaytofillup

thegapthatNandileft

Ntombi:that'sniceright?

Zinhle:yeah,theworkloadistoomuchandshe

seemliketheperfectperson,she'sgorgeousand

alotoffun,Iwentthroughhersocialmedia

accounts.

Ntando:soundtomelikeyouhavemadeupyour

mind?

Ntombi:youfeelingheralready?

Zinhle:youcansaythat,aslongasshebringsme



morebigclientsI'mhappy

Pretty:"ohyeah",shescreamed

Marcia:oneglassandyouarealreadywasted

Pretty

Theyallburstedlaughing…

Nondu:andMarciawearehookingyouupwitha

hottie,girlyouneedtogetridofthosespiderwebs

TheyallchokedontheirdrinksexceptforPrettyand

Zinhlewhoclinkedtheirglassesinagreementwith

Nondu.

Marcia:yeahI'mgame



Nondu:thisisgoingtobefun,shesmirked

Ntando:that'sagreatidea

Ntombi:yep
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Narrated

Yanda:StopnowNontsikeleloyouwillnibbleyour

wholehandup

Ntsiki:ismydressokay?It'snottootight?Ishould

haveworntheturquoiseone

Yanda:nonono,youareperfect,justbeyourself

love,it'sjustmom.

Ntsiki:it'sbecauseyoudon'tknowhowmothersare

withtheirsons

Yanda:sheknowsIloveyou,relax

Nontsikelelowasanxiousabouttheintroduction

dinner,theKhozawerewererespectedandfilthy



richapartfromtheshaddybusinesstheyare

involvedin,theyweredoingprettywellfor

themselves.NtsikihasbeenstalkingNondumisoon

socialmediacountingdownthedaystothisdinner

andboyohboyshewasintimidated.Thewoman

wasbeautiful,successfulandscreamedconfidence

notthatNontsikelelowasn'tbutthisisherfuture

motherinlawandyouknowwhattheysayabout

firstimpressions.

Ntsiki:I'mfeelinghotbabe,opensomewindows

Yanda:kantiyiniNontsikelelo?(what'swrong?)It's

justmyfamily,pleasecalmdownyouarescaring

me

Thecarcameintoahalt...

Ntsiki:whatifshedoesn'tlikeme?



Yanda:shewill,youactuallyhavealotincommon

Hepeckedherlips,openthewindowsandignited

thecarandpressedontheaccelerator,withinafew

minutestheypulledupinfrontofabeautifulhouse

inthesuburbofMountEdgecombe.

Yanda:wearehereandlove,youareperfectforme,

whatmatteristhatIloveyou.Iknowyouworried

youaregoingtobejudgedbutwearenotlikethat

inthisfamily.Loyaltyandrespectisallweneed

fromyou.

Ntsiki:"okay",shebreatheinandout.

Yandagotthedoorforher,shesashayedoutwitha

suddenconfidentbuildingup,itmustbeLiyanda's

wordsthatgaveherassurance.



****

Whentheywalkedintheywholefamilywaslinedup

onesideofthedoorasiftheyawaitsthepresident.

Yanda:yinimanje?Kwenzenjani(what?What

happened?)

Thando:weexcitednjethat'sall

Busani:comein

NondumisojuststaredatNontsikelelowithno

emotiononherface,shehadoneofthetwinson

herarms,shewalkedawayheadedtothekitchen

withoutsayingawordafterplacingKhanyisile

down.Nontsikelelospiritwasdampeninaninstant.



Nondu:Ntsikibabycomehelpmesetupthetable,

shescreamedfromthekitchen

Ntsikibriskwalkedtothekitchenasfastasshe

could.

Nondu:"takeaseat",shedidholdingonherclutch

bagfordearlife,"doyoudrink?"

Shewantedtolieandsaynobutwhattheheck.

Ntsiki:yesIdo

Nondupouredheraglassofredwineandhanded

ittoher.

Nondu:I'mNondumisoKhoza,Liyanda'smother



Shepausedandlookedather,Iguessasasignal

thatit'sherturntointroduceherself.

Ntsiki:I'mNontsikeleloKani

Nondu:wherearefromandtellmeaboutyour

family

Ntsiki:I'mfromBizana,there'smymom,mysister

andbrother,theyallbackathome.

Nondu:mmmhokay,Liyandauyakuthanda

Nontsikeleloandwena?

Ntsiki:Namindiyamthandamama(Ialsolovehim

ma)

Nondu:whereisthefile?



Ntsiki:athome,I…Iburntit,shestuttered

Nondu:"Heeelistenhere,youwillbringthatfileto

megirlie,Iknowgirlslikeyou,strong,survivingand

lookingoutfornumberonewhichisthemselves",

shechuckles,"becauseIamone".Iknewyoudidn't

burnthatfile,anopportunitytohavemysonbythe

balls,hemightloveyoubuthecankillyouinan

instant.

Ntsiki:howdoIknowthathisnotplayingme?I

needassurancebecauseIcouldbemadlyinlove

alone.I'mholdingontothatfileuntilhehelpsme

establishmybusiness.

Nondu:ifIcallhimnowandtellhimyoustillhave

thefile,it'sgameoverforyou,youknowthatright?,

listenyoudon'thavetodoallofthatinthisfamily,

hebroughtyouhereitmeanstheworldtome.Iwas



startingtoworryabouthim

ShestartedtearingandNontsikeleloquicklyran

towardsherandpulledherintoahug.

Nondu:afterLondeka,hejustgaveuponalotof

things,buthisherenowNontsikelelo,I'mputtinghis

lifeinyourhandsbutIneedtoknowIcantrustyou.

Ntsiki:youcantrustmemama,Ihavealreadykilled

amanforhim,mycolleague

Nondugaspedandpushedheroffinshock.

Nondu:"whatthefuck?,youkilledLanga?"Ntsiki

noddded,thenwelcometothefamilymydarling.

Ntsiki:"whythankyou",shekurtsy



Nondu:butIwantthatfiletomorrowmorning,we

willdestroyittogether,inthisfamilyweprotect

eachotherandkeepingsuchinformationaroundis

dangerous,itcanlandupinthewronghands.And

Nontsikeleloloyaltyandrespectisimportant

layikhayasisi(inthisfamily)

Ntsiki:Iheardyou,Crystalclear

Nonduquicklywipedhertearsandtheystarted

settingupthetablecheerfully,asiftheydidn'tjust

haveagabfestbackinthekitchen.

_______

ATMNQOBI’S

Itwasgamenight,MnqobiandFuthiwerehosting.



Mnqobi:Saneisnotcoming,shehasother

commitmentstonight.

Ntsika:yeahandYandaexcusedhimselfaswell,his

introducingtheMrstoday

Theyallcheered.

Enhle:I'msohappyforhimandwecan'twaitto

meethertoo

Zane:aslongasshe'scoolasournewestaddition

PrincessNandi,thenI'mhappy.

Mnqobi:she'sacoolchick,she'sacop

Zane:abadassIlike



Nandi:Ithoughtyoulikethemsweetlikeme?

Theyallburstedoutlaughing…

Zane:yeswenasthandwasamibutweneedmore

badass,wecan'tallbesweet,Masabathawillagree

withme

Theyeruptedinlaughteragain

Sabatha:yanothesesweetheartsaredraining,

whenwearefacedwithwarsisalasodwanoZane

(weareleftalonewithZane)

Futhi:that'sbecauseyoutwolovefighting

Sabatha:awwno,it'sjustthatwedon'ttolerate



nonsense

Enhle:veleyoutwoarekung-fumastersanyway,

I'mworriedaboutSane,shemissedourSpaday

aswell

Nandi:yeah,I'malsoalittleworriedsomethingis

notright,Icanjustfeelit.

Mnqobi:butIwasonthephonewithher,she

soundedfine

Enhle:okaythen,Iwillmakeamentalnotetogosee

hersoon.

Futhi:OK…Letthegamesbegin

Ntwe:kodwaMbaliyaziIhadbetterideasthantosit



hereandplaygames

Enhle:sulkingwillmakeyouagequicklySengwayo,

relaxandhavefun

Ntwe:awwwkodwaMnqobicouldn'tyoudobraaior

something,yinimanjele?(whatisthis?)

Enhle:pleaseignorehimandcarryonFuthi

Mnqobi:trustmeZungu,Ifeelthesamebut

MabhengutrickedmeintothisbutIboughtextra

biltonganddrinksjustforus.

Ntsika:theproblemisthatyouaretooold

Langa:klaar



Theylaughedonceagain…

Langa:IwillaskquestionssinceIdon'thavea

partner,hesaidthiswithatonefilledwithsadness.

Futhiexplainedtherulesofthegamesandhanded

overthequestionstoLanga.

Langa:"wellthisgameiscalled"outofthecloset"

I'mprettysurethatFuthimadethisoneup",he

chuckled

Futhi:azishebo

Langa:firstquestion,nameonesecretthatyour

partnerdon'tknowaboutyou.

Ntwe:uyabonakeayay



Enhle:justparticipate,youwon'tdie

Ntwe:finebutnotawordtoanyoneaboutthis,well

Iusedtodancekrumping,b-boytheworks

Enhlesquealedinexcitement…

Enhle:youdon'tsaySengwayo,asnippetplease

Ntwe:NEVER

Zane:SiyakucelabhutiNtwe(pleasebrotherNtwe)

Ntwe:there'sareasonIkeptitasecretanditwasa

longtimeago,ngekeuphindeungibonebangavuka

bamengezinyawooManzini(youwillneverseeme

dosuchagain,myancestorswillawakefromtheir



graves),I'mnotintoitanymore

Nka:hewasreallygoodatit,that'sallIcansay

Ntwe:next

Enhle:youaresodancingformelater

Ntwe:emandulo

Langa:Nkosanayounext

Nkosa:uhmIcanconductaplane

Futhi:likepiloting?

Nkosa:yeah,IdidacoursesecretlyonlyNtsika



knowsaboutit,hewinkedathim

Sabatha:mayebakithiIoeyamiishayelaizindiza

(mymanisapilotyall)

Nkosa:Sabathaubizabaningeoemanje

Sabatha:hawubabe,aren'tyoumyman?

Nkosa:yourmanayiIoe,incanenjeintoexabanisa

abantuIoeyokunukayini(I'myourmannotanoe,it

takesasmallthingtocreateandargument.)

Sabatha:I'msorryHlaseaww

NkosanawalkedoutwithMasabathafollowinghim

Ntsika:clevergirl,shehasbaggedherselfthefirst



round

Ntwe:sicelaroomnathiMnqobi,yaziuEnhle

ungicasulekabinjeengicelaukuthimgimdansele

(canwealsohavearoomMnqobi,Enhlemademe

socrossbyaskingmetodanceforher)

Mnqobi:niyanyathisisnotabrothel,Masabatha

liveshere,she'sgoingtoHERroom.

Theeruptedinlaughter…

Langa:Ntsikayougonext

Ntsika:Nandiknowseverythingaboutme,Idon't

keepsecrets…Ohwait,Ijustrememberedbutit's

notasecret.Iusedtoplayrugby



Nandi:"really,nowIseewhereallthosemuscles

comefromsooocool",theykissed

Futhi:youguysalwaysdothis,youareallovereach

other,youlivetogetherforheavensake

Zane:pleasetellthem

Ntsika:eishsorryguys

Nandi:yeasorry

Theygiggled…

****

ThegameswentonandafterawhileMasabatha

andNkosanacamebackhandinhand.



Masabatha'shairlookingscruffy,herskirtsittingon

thewrongside,theyweresilentclothedinguilt.

Theysatnexttoeachotherandeveryonejust

staredatthemuntilNkanyezibrokethesilence.

Nka:ubunjaniumdavazo?

Sabatha:what?No..W..wejusttalked,shesaid

dismissively

Zane:yeahright,lungisakeisikhethiandcombyour

hair(fixyourskirt)

Masabathafixedherskirtandgiggled

Nkosa:whatisthenextgame?

Ntsika:ayino,thegamesarefinished,weevenate



sesiyagodukamanje(wearegoinghomenow).You

wouldn'tknowthatbecauseyouwere...youknow

Nkosa:wetalkednjekuphela.

Ntsika:mmmmh

________

Sane

I'mblackandblue,Ican'tevenmovemybody.

There'snowayIcouldhaveescapedfromRango's

clawsandattendedthegamenightmybrotherwas

hosting.Iwantedtosignalhimsobadbutthe

monsterwassittingrightinfrontofme,allthisjust

becauseIsaidnotohisstupidlittlegame.AmI

wrongtosaynoifI'mnotcomfortablewith

something?Ihaverightsdon'tI.



Rango:Imadeyoubreakfast

Me:pleasetakemehome

Rango:youcan'tgohomelikethisSane,youcango

onceyoulookandfeelbetter

Me:why?

Rango:I'msorryMaMpungose,Idon'tknowwhat

cameoverme,itwillneverhappenagain.

Me:Idon'tthinkIcancontinuetoloveyouwhen

youkeephurtingmelikethis

Rango:howmanytimesdoIhavetoapologize?



Me:asmanytimesRangobecauseyourstupid

sorrysaren'tmakingmefeelbetter

Rango:thiswouldn'thavehappenedifyoudidn'tact

likeavirgin,Idon'tunderstandwhyyoukeep

refusingyouarenotvirginSanelisiwe.

Me:IknowthatbutIdon'tlikeyourwaysI'msorry,

I'mnotcomfortablewithyourarrangementandyou

shouldntforceme

Rango:"butthat'showIlikeit",hesaiddismissively

Me:whycan'titjustbeyouandme

Rango:what'sthefuninthat

Me:justletmegoplease,wewon'twork



Rango:"wewillmakeitwork",hestormedout

FreshtearsbuildupandsoonafterIcouldfeel

themwarmingmyface,Iknowhowtopickthem

shame,youbettergivememycrown.Ihavetotell

myfatherandbrotheraboutthis,it'sgettingoutof

hand.

_________

ATMPUNZIKINGDOM

Chief:nextweektheKhoza'sarecomingwiththe

princess,Iwantyoutomakesureeverythingisin

orderaroundthePalace,makesureyouprepare

enoughfortheceremony,Iwantittobeperfect

Hewentonandonaddressinghisworkersafterhe



wassatisfiedhedismissedthem.Lwandlewas

seatedbytheporchoverlookingthemeetingbored

todeath.Thechiefjoinedher.

Chief:Ican'tbelieveIwillfinallyseeherafterso

manyyears

Lwandle:don'tforgetshecommittedacrimebefore

sheleft

Chief:didshestealanythingthatbelongedtoyou?

Lwandle:"nobut"…hecuthershort

Chief:thenthere'snocrimehere,everythingshe

tookbelongedtohermother,Idon'tseeaproblem

inthat,I'mmoreinterestedonwhysheleft.



Lwandleshifteduncomfortably,shewasn'tsure

eitherbutsuspectedthatmaybeshewastiredof

herilltreatment.

Lwandle:whataboutthemoneyNdabezitha?

Chief:it'sherfather'smoneyLwandle,thisisher

father'shouse,letherbe

Lwandlewasfustratedbythechiefssudden

behavior,shestormedout.

ThechiefdialedNtsika….

Ntsika:Ndabezitha

Chief:Bhovungane,howareyou?



Ntsika:I'mgreatandyourself

Chief:I'mgood,howisshe?

Ntsika:youcanaskher,youareonloudspeaker

Chief:"Nandi",heclearedhisthroat

Nandi:baba

Chief:ngiyaxolisaNkosazaneyami,Ifailedyou

mntwanawami(I'msorrymyprincess,Ifailedyou)

Nandi:"Imissyoubaba",shestartedcrying

Chief:ImissyoutoobutIwillseeyousoonand

Nonoeverythingwillbealright.



Nandi:IhaveasonNdabezitha,hissocute

Chief:youmustbringhimsoIcanmeethim,ishe

treatingyouright?Doyoulovehim?

Nandi:yesandIlovehimsomuch

Chief:kulungilemntwanawami,ubabauyakuthanda

yezwa

Nandinoddedasifthechiefcouldseehim,hehung

upandsighed.
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ItwasFuthi,MasabathaandZaneatthePalace

accompanyingNandiasmeansofprotectionandto

helpherprepareforthenegotiations,sinceher

motherwasnomore.

Sabatha:youreallygrewuphereNandi?

Nandi:yeah

Sabatha:it'sbeautiful,mygoshandyouarenota

snobwhy?



Nandi:lifehappenedsisiwami

Zane:somybrotherisreallymarryingaprincess,

wow

Futhi:Ican'tbelieveI'minaPalace,sbwltocallthe

servantstogivemeafullbodymassagenetfor

control

Zane:yes,andalotofwineandfingerfoodslapho

ngikhombangobhozo(whilepointingwithmytoes)

Theyalleruptedinlaughter…

Nandi:onnormalcircumstancesthatcanbe

arrangedbutwithLwandleasacheiftessI'mnot

sure



Zane:ohmygoshthatoldhagwhobehaveslikea

16yearold,shemustnottryus

Sabatha:wehaveoureyesonher

Nandi:Iwouldpreferwedon'tsteponhertoesfor

thedurationofourstayherebecausesheisnotjust

meanbut"awitch",shewhisperedthelastpart.

Futhi:don'tworryshewillnotruinthisforyou

Zane:Enhleisoutsidewithourdresses

Theyallsquealedinexcitement…

Nandi:didshehavetodriveallthewaythough?

PoorEnhle



Zane:shewantedtootrustme,shewantstohonor

thisPalacewithherpresence

Futhi:andtoseeyourevilstepmom

Theygiggled…afterafewminutesEnhlewalkedin

withfourpackagesonherhand.

Enhle:sistersnihlelilanikhombangobhozoeish

dade(youareseatedherepointingwithyourtoes)

veryfancy

Nandi:ifonlyyouknow

Enhle:wellyourhighnessyourmanisoutsidealong

withDingane



Nandi:really??

Enhle:yeahbutweallneedtogosotheydon'tsee

him,bangazebemhlawuliseubhutiwami(Idon't

wantthemtofinehim)

Nandi:isthewholefamilyhere?

Enhle:webookedoutalodge,eventhemothersare

here,IthinkeveryonewantstoseethisPalace

Nandi:it'snotthatfancy,Ihaveseenbetter

Enhle:what?Thisplaceisstunning,Iloveit

Sabatha:sohowarewegoingtowalkoutwithout

raisingsuspicion?



Enhle:there'sfoodandDinganeinthecar,wecan

usethatasadiversion.Themotherscookedforyou

justincase"theytrytopoisonyou",shewhispered

thelastpart.

Nandiwentandinformedtheguardsnottofollow

them,theyarejustfetchingfoodandDinganeinthe

car.AssoonastheyarrivedDinganecameout

runningtohughismummy,followedbyNtsika.

Ntsika:Nkosazaneheslightlybowed

Hewaslookingdashinginhisblackruggedjeans,a

simpleblackT-shirtandlightgreyTimberlands,his

scentintoxicatingmuchthatgotNandiallmushy

andweak,hispresencecommandedrespect,he

wasoozingofconfidence.There'ssomethingabout

theseyoungmen,theywerejustliketheirfathers,

thatdark,powerfulandinfluentialauraaroundthem.

Youhavenochoicebuttoacknowledgethem

whenevertheyenteraplace.



Nandi:youdon'thavetodothat,youknow

Ntsika:justbecauseI'mtappingthatass,doesn't

meanIshouldbedisrespectful

Hepulledherintohisembraceandkissedher

Ntsika:how'smygirl?

Nandi:I'mgood

Dingane:eewwwdaddy

Nandi:"gotoyourauntiescausenowyoubeing

forward",Dinganegiggled.



Ntsika:onedayyouwillfallinlovesonandIwill

remindyouofeewwww,hegigglessomemore

Dingane:butI'minlovewithmummy,gogo,gogo

Marcia,mkhuluandyoudaddyandmyothergogo's,

mkhulu,myaunties,mycousinsand…

Nandi:"thewholeworld,weknowmybaby",shecut

himshort

Ntsika:hawubengakoqediukubalaabantu

abathandayo,don'tbejealous(hewasn'tdone

countingallthepeopleheloves)

Theyburstintolaughter…

Nandi:naweuyazioncehestartstalking,hedoesn't

stop



Ntsika:anywaybeforewegotinterruptedsausage,I

wasn'ttalkingaboutbeinginlovewithfamily,Iwas

talkingaboutagirlfriend.

Dingane:"eewwwIdon'twantagirlfriend,anddad

I'mnotasausage,asausageisfood".heface

palmsdramatically

Nandismirked…

Ntsika:listenhereSausagegotoyourauntiesinthe

car,Iwanttotalktomummy.

Dingane:"daaddyI'mnotSausage",hestormedoff

asbewalkstowardsthecar.

Enhlereceivedhimandhoppedintothecarwith

him.



TheywerestandingoutsidethePalace,thewalls

werehigh,soyoucouldn'tpossiblyseetheoutside.

NtsikapulledNandicloser.

Ntsika:yoursonhasabigmouth

Nandi:andyoulikeprovokinghimintotalkingalot.

Ntsika:"Iloveit",heintensifiedhisgazeonher

Nandi:what?

Ntsika:Thankyouforeverythingandtomorrow

asiphumikulamasangongaphandlekomfazi

wami(wewillnotleavethesegateswithoutmywife),

Nandiblushed

Nandi:I'msonervous,theyhavebeenactingwierd



lately,theyaretoonice,I'mscaredtheyare

planningsomethingbig.

Ntsika:nothingwillhappenDiamante,tomorrowwill

beasuccess.

Hesmashedhislipsontohersandtheykissed

passionately.

Ntsika:Imissyou

Nandi:it'sonlybeenoneday

Ntsika:Iknowkodwaiyakukhumbulaindoda(but

yourmanmissesyou)

Nandi:youwillsurvive,Ihearthewholefamilyis

here



Ntsika:theydidn'twanttobeleftbehind,myfathers

tried,soyeahitsafullhouse

Nandi:Imustalertmydad,sotheycanprepare

properly

Ntsika:"theyareallherebecausetheyloveyou

Nandi,theyareheretoofferusourfullsupport.

Tomorrowwillbebeautiful".Shenodded

Theyspokesomemore,andtheybidfarewell,they

decidedtointroduceDinganetohisgrandpa

tomorrowsincehehadfallenasleeponEnhlearms.

******

Laterthatevening



Thechiefknockedonthegirlsroom,Nandiopened.

Chief:canIcomein?

Nandi:"Ndabezitha",sheslightlybowed

Thechiefwalkedintheroomandhispresencefilled

theroom.

Cheif:niyaphilazintokazi?(areyougoodgirls?)

Theyallansweredthechiefbowingandshowing

himrespect.HepulledNandiintohisembrace.

Chief:ukahlenono?(areyouokayPrincess)



Nandi:"yebobaba",shesoundedlikealittlesucking

uptoherdaddy

Chief:girls,don'ttrustanyoneoutofthesewalls,if

youarehungryit'seitheryougomakefoodyourself

ororderout,Ihavesomeonewhodoesthatforme,I

repeatDONOTTRUSTANYONE

theyallnodded..

Chief:Ijustcametomakesure,youaresafe,lock

thedoorsbehindme.

Hewalkedoutandbeforehedissappearedhe

turnedtolookatNandi.

Chief:youknowwheretofind,shenodded



*****

ThegirlswereseatedonthebigbeautifulVictorian

bedsintheguestroomsincetheyturnedNandi's

roomtoBandile's.Aknockwasfaintonthedoor,

thegirlslookedateachother.Zanedecidedtogo

getthedoorthistimearound.

Voice:"hi"hesaidnervously

Hewastakenbackbythebeautystandinginfrontof

him

Zane:youarestaring

Voice:ohI…uhmI'mBandile,I'mheretoseeNandi

Zaneopenedthedoorwide,thegirlswereallintheir



shortPj's,whichcausedBandiletobealittle

overwhelmed.Heswallowedhardashiseyes

landedonNkosazane'sthicklegsandthighs.He

thoughtNandiwaseverything,butwhenhedarted

aroundtheroomandspottedMasabatha'sbust

bodyasshewasstandingandcoveringherhair

withanet,heknewhewasmessingaround.

Bandile:"heyPrincess",itcameoutaswhisper

Nandi:Bandile,shesaidbored

AssoonashereyeslandedonNandi,that

obsessionbecamestrongagain,hefiguredhewas

justdistractedbythegirlsbodiesbuthisheartis

stillwithNandi.

Bandile:Imissedyou



Nandi:it'sbeenlong

Bandile:howareyou?

Nandi:I'mfine

BandilewasslowlygettingpissedbyNandi'sone

wordanswers,hewantedtopounceonherbut

composedhimselfinfrontifthevisitors,theyall

agreedtoplayalongthiswholelobolathing.

Bandile:canwetakeawalktothegarden?

Sabatha:atthistimeofthenight?Kahlebowena

Bandile:"justlikeoldtimes,Iwantustotalk…

PRIVATELY",heemphasizedthelastpart



Futhi:byeBandile,wewillseeyoutomorrowafter

thecelebration

Bandile:whatthehelliswrongwithyou?Areyou

likeherbodyguardandspokespersonnow?

Zane:kahlekahlewenaudakiwe,uyanyamsunu,

thisisnotyourfather'shousenowfutsek,youare

botheringmybrotherswife(clearlyyouaredrunk,

youshittingyourself)

ShewasnowstandingclosetoBandile,hecould

feelhismanhoodhardening,hedidn'tunderstand

whatNkosazanewasmakinghimfeel,he

swallowedonceagainashetookinherscent,he

wantedtotouchherbutdecidedagainstit.He

stormedouttheroomjustlikethat.Futhirushedto

whereNandiwassitting,shepulledherintoher

embrace.



Futhi:theywon'thurtyouPrincess,wearehere

ThedecidedtocombinetheirbedswithNandi

sleepinginthemiddle.

__________

Outsidethegarden

Bandile'schestwasrisingandfalling,hetookout

thepowderhehadinhishandsandpouritoutthe

fountain.HewasconvincedthatNkosazanewasan

adventureworthexploring,abookheneededto

unfolded,hehasneverfeltthiswayaboutawoman

beforeevenNandi.Lwandlecameoutofnowhere,

shewasbreathless

Lwandle:damnitwashardleavingthebedroom,the

chiefwouldn'tsleep.Sodidyoudoit?



Bandile:No,sherefusedtotakeawalkwithme

Lwandle:howcouldsheresistthepotionthough?

Bandile:Ialsodon'tknowbutinsteadIwasnervous

thewholetime,thegirlsthey…

Lwandle:youarefoolishBandile,youwere

supposedtolookintoNandi'seyesonlybutyou

checkedtheothergirlsoutdidn'tyou?

Bandile:no,it'sjustNkosazaneshedoesthingsto

memama,Ijustfreezeinherpresence

Lwandle:isn'tthatthetwin?

Bandile:yes



Lwandle:"nowyoumakingmehappy,I'mgladyou

overthatgoodfornothinggirl,eventhoughyou

failedyourmissiontodaybutifyoucangetthatgirl",

shelaughed,thepowerwewillgetbecauseI'm

100%sureshewillconceivetwins,Infactthatwhole

familyisblessedwithtwins.

Bandile:yea,IthinkVusicanhaveNandigoing

onwards.

Lwandle:andI'mdonewithVusi,hesingstomy

tune

Thebothlaughedandresortedtotheirrooms.
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Thesunisshiningbright,theraysarerejuvenating,



thebirdsaresingingadifferenttune.It'sabigday

wheretwofamilieswillcometogetherandbuilda

longlastingrelationship,becauseoflove.

Zane:theyhavebeeninsideforawhilenow

Futhi:yeahtheywereherefrom5am,it'sapitywe

couldn'thearthemscreamingtheZuluclannames,

thegateistoofar

Nandi:howdoIlookguys?

Sabatha:youarebeautifulasalways,andthisdress

complimentsthegoddessthatyouare.

Nandi:I'msonervous

Zane:relax,everythingwillgowell,umakotiwethu



wena(youareourwifealready)

Lwandlewalksinwearingareddresswiththe

longestslitever,herwholethighisout.

Lwandle:"youaresummonedgirls",shesaidwitha

boredtone.

Thegirlscoveredthemselveswithblanketsand

madetheirwaywherethenegotiationsweretaking

place.Youcouldfeelthechangeofatmospherein

theroom,thataura,thatscent.

Chief:asyoucanseeboHlaseizimbalinginazo

ziningi,iyonayiphikulezienizengayo(asyoucan

theHlase,Ihavemanyflowers,whichonedidyou

comefor?)

Mtho:silungiselaphoNdabezitha,uNtsikayomuzi



Khozausidonsengendlebe,asizangelangezimbali

kodwakesizengedayimanieliseqopheleni

eliphezulu(letmecorrectyouthereyourhighness,

Ntsikayomuziinstructeduscarefully,thatwedidn't

comehereforaflowerbutajewel,averyrare

diamond

Nandismiledandblushedundertheblanketwhile

thechiefchuckledclearlyverychuffedbythese

findings.

Chief:wellthenpickyourdiamond

Theseniorsputtheirheadstogetheranalyzingthe

girlsandNkosenyenoddedhishead.

Nkosi:"thesecondonefromleft",theyallagreed.

Nkosazanealwayswearherchippedanklet,Futhi



lovedherbraceletandnecklaces,Masabatha

wasn'tthatintojewelleryshehardlywearsanyand

thanNandilovedherpendantsandhairclipssince

shehadlonghair.Ntsikachippedthembutwith

theselongdressesandheavyblanketsyoucouldn't

seeathingbutthentheyrememberedtheobvious

thatNandiisslenderthantherest.

Chief:girlsuncoveryourself

Theydidandindeedtheypickedtherightmaiden,

thechiefaskedthemtoreturntotheroomasthey

finishoffthenegotiations.

Mtho:NdabezithaweknowthatNandi'smomisno

morebutwewouldlovetopayinkomoyomqhoyiso

sinceNtsikaadmitstodefloweringher

Chief:kahlekahlekumelenginibongeBhovungane

(forthematteroffactsIneedtothankyou)for



takingcareofmydaughterallthiswhile,Iwaseven

ashamedtoaskherwhoimpregnatedherbecause

ofmyfailures.AllhashappenedwhichI'msureyou

knowabout,butthankyou.Iwillacceptitonbehalf

ofMinenhle,Iknowshewillbeproudofhowshe

turnedout.

Nkosi:kubongathinaNdabezitha,Inkosazane

isezandleniezifudemele(nothankyouyour

highnesstheprincessisingoodwarmhands),we

willtakegoodcareofher

Chief:nodoubtbutthiswillnotsoftenme,I'mfining

NtsikaacowforsettinghisfootinmyPalaceand

touchingmydaughteryesterday.

Theyalleruptedinlaughter

Mtho:Ibetyouhethoughthehidwell



Chief:Ihavegoteyesandearseverywhere

Sizwe:that's150cowsaltogetherNdabezithawhich

islessthanwhatweexpectedbutIguessweare

takingallthismoneybackhome

Chief:I'mnotsellingher,sorelax

Theylaughedsomemore,whileshakinghands.

Mtho:siyabongaMagebausamukelangezandla

ezifudumele,(thankyouforwelcominguswith

warmhands)

Chief:kubongaMinaboHlase(I'mgratefultoyou

Hlase's),doyouhaveaweddingdate?

Nkosi:wewilldiscusswhenwegethomeandget



backtoyou

Chief:hurryupbeforethesewitchesfinishmeoff,I

wanttowalkmydaughterdowntheaisle

Shakes:youknowNdabezithawecansortthis

problemoutforyou,onceandforall

Chief:Iknowbutmyhealeradvisedmetoplay

alongtillNandigetsmarriedbecausetheyhave

theirclawsinmetoodeep,theycankillmeina

heartbeat

Nkosi:Fuuuuuck

Chief:Idon'tknowhowmanytimesIwantto

stranglethatwomaninhersleepbutIdecide

againstit



Mtho:whoelseknows?

Chief:Gwadlela,histheonewhotookmetothe

healer,wehadtoliethatwearegoingtoameeting

withtheelders.Hetooisintroublebecausehis

sleepingwithLwandle'smotherswearetreading

carefullytoseeeverythingthrough

Shakes:Idon'tknowhowyoudoit,Icouldneverbe

thispatient.

Sizwe:hehastoprotectNandi

Chief:"there'salotweneedtounfoldanditincludes

yourfamily,justwatchyourbacksandstayaway

fromdancingwoman",hechuckled

Nkosi:wedon'thaveroomforotherwomen,we

happilymarried



Chief:betteryouthenme,whereisBusani?

Mtho:heuhm,willbelate,hehandtotakecareof

business

Theymadetheirwaytothebeautifuldecoratedhall,

BusaniarrivedwithMarciaandSanetojointherest

ofthefamily.Thefamilyexchangedgifts.

AfterawhiletheysummonedNandiandthegirls,

shewasagoddessinherdarkglowingskin,her

hairperfectlycoiffedherdressfitherlikeaglove.

Shesmiledcontagiouslywithhereyesfixedon

Ntsika,everyonestoodupasaformofrespect

whilethemaidensbrokeintoasonganddanceto

welcometheirprincess.Ntsikacouldn'thold

himselfanylonger,helefthisbrothersstanding

upfrontandmetNandihalfway,hescoopedherup

andspunheraround.Thewomenulululatedin



contentment,asmallceremonyturnedouttobea

hugecelebration

*******

Laterthatday

PeoplehaveleftthePalace,theceremonyhad

cometoanend,onlyclosefriendsandfamilyleft.

Bandilewashavingsmokeinthegardenwhenan

electrifyingslaplandedonhisfacecausinghisear

toring.

Ntsika:theaudacitytoaskmywifeforawalk,what

doyoutakemeforhuh?

Bandile:noIwasjust…



Hedidn'tfinishbecauseakicklandedonhis

abdomen,Ntsikahoistedhimupandpunchedhim

severaltimes,hisnosewasbleedingheavily.Hefell

onthefloorwhenmorekicksfollowed.Bandile

usedhisarmstoprotecthisface,Timberlandsare

notchild'splay.

Ntsika:stayawayfromNandiuyangizwa,youand

yourwitchmothernx.Yousoweakandyouthink

youcantakemeon?Trythatshitagainmfana

wamiuzokubonaokwabonwauSawula(youwill

knowme)

HethenleftBandilegroaning…Lwandlecame

runningsinceshewaslookingforBandileto

executetheirnextplanwithVusi.

Lwandle:whathappenedtoyou?

Bandile:Nts...Ntsika



Lwandle:hewillregretthis,thatsonofthebitch

Voice:thatsonofthebitchwillbetheendofyou

Lwandle:Never

Voice:whatthehellwereyouthinkingallowingthis

tohappenLwandle?

Lwandle:it'spartoftheplanStella

Voice:don'tStellameLwandle,whatifthese

Khoza’sarerelatedtotheonesthatarerightfulto

thisthrone??

Lwandle:Idoubt,theyaremoreintobusiness,mom

wehaveaplaninmotionLungileisalreadythat



side

Stella:todowhathuh?Toprotectyourkingdom

whataboutme??WhataboutBandile??

Lwandle:Vusiisundermyspell,hewillgivethe

thronewillinglytoBandile

Stella:youlostdirectionLwandleandyour

selfishnesswillcostusall.Theywillnotallow

Bandilehisnotroyalbloodwhichiswhyheneeds

tomarryNandi.

Bandile:Idon'twantheranymoregogo,lookwhat

herhusbanddidtome.

Stella:IwillcrushyourballsBandile,youwillmarry

thatgirl,eitheryoulikeitornot.



Lwandle:hisinlovewiththeKhozatwinma

Stella:atwinyousay?

Lwandle:yes

Stella:wellwellwhatdowehavehere.

****

Nandiwasheadedtothebathroom,shedidher

businessandwashedherhandswhenshefelta

shadowuponher.

Nandi:whatthehellyouwantVusi

Vusi:soyouwentaheadwiththisshamofa

weddingwithoutconsideringme



Nandi:what'stheretoconsider?

Vusi:youwerebetrothedtomeNandibutyetyou

aremarryinganotherman

Nandi:IcalledofftheweddinglongtimeVusimuzi,I

don'toweyouanything

Vusi:youowemealot,youarecomingwithmenow

Hecockedhisgunandsignalhertogousingthe

backroute,Nandiwasintearsbecausehistorywas

abouttorepeatitself,sheknewthatVusidoesn't

careabouthersopullingthetriggerisnothing.

Therewasablackcarwithtintedwindowswaiting

forthem,thislookedplanbecauseabloodied

BandileandLwandlewereleaningnexttothecar.

TheyshovedherinsideandVusidroveoff.



LwandleandVusireturnedtothepartyafterVusi

hadafreshchangeofclothes.TheKhoza’swere

readytoleavebutNtsikawasupanddownlooking

forNanditonoavail.Hesprintedtohiscarand

openedhislaptop,theBiznizwasalreadywaiting

outside.

Ntsika:theyareheadedNorth

Theseniorsgatheredthewivesandkids,theybid

farewelltotheworriedchief,theyassuredhimthat

theywillfindherinnotime.TheBiznizenteredin

theirrespectivecarsanddroveoff.

*****

VusiandNandigotstoppedbycopsjustasthey

reachedPMB.



Vusi:ifyousayaword,Iwillshootyouandgotojail

happily,Ihavenothingtolooseanyway.

ThatsentcoldchillsdownNandi'sspine.

Police:canIseeyourlicenseplease,Vusihandedit

over

Thepolicemen'sphonerang,hedrewitoutofhis

pocket.

Police:LieutenantKani,

Lieut:yougothim?

Police:yes



Lieut:stallhimtheyarealmostthere,andMajozi

dissappearlikeyouwerenever.

Police:crystalclear

Hehungup…

Police:pleasestepoutofthecarsir

Vusi:whatfor?

Police:it'saroutinecheckup,therewasahijacking

downthisroutesowecheckingcarsrandomly.

Vusiwaspissedclearly,hedidn'twanttoriskbeing

foundbytheBizniz.

Vusi:lookI'maPrince,Icanpayyou,justletmego



I'minahurry

Police:sowhatifyouareaprince?Areyoubribing

mesir?That'saseriouscrime.

Majozi'sphonepinged,hecheckedanditwasa

messagefromLieutKani.

DISSAPPEARNOW

Police:youcangosir,havealovelyevening

Hegotintohisvananddroveoffandafterafew

minutes,carsparkedinfrontofVusiandthen

gunshots.
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Ntwe:there'sapulse,Ithinkshejustfainted

Nkanyezidriveherstraighttothehospital,take

Langawithyou,theynodded

Ntsikapickedherup,hepeckedherforeheadand

placedheronLanga'slapatthebackofthecar,

Nkanyezi'sdroveoff.NtwenhlephonedEnhle.

Enhle:Sengwayo!



Ntwe:bereadytoreceiveNandiatthehospital.

Enhle:ohmygosh,iseverythingokay

Ntwe:willtalklater,Iloveyou

Enhle:Iloveyoutoo

Vusiwasgroaningonthefloor…

Nkosa:"weneedtoinvestinafamilychopperand

jetforemergenciesngekephela,bazofikanini

esbhedlela"(whenaretheygoingtoarriveatthe

hospital),hesaidthispacingupanddown

Mnqobi:youareright,weshouldlookintoittotally.



Ntsikawasseatedonthetarroadwithhiseyes

boringholesatVusi.Yandawalkedovertohim.

Yanda:youohkfoza

Ntsika:I'mfine,whatthehellLiyanda?He

kidnappedmywife?Inmypresence

Yanda:hisafool,that'swhy

Ntsika:noIthinktheyareunderminingme,just

becauseIlethimlivethelasttime,hethought

maybengiyamsaba.

WithinasplitsecondhehadVusibyhisneck,he

waschokingtryingtofreehimselfoutofNtsika's

grip,hiseyeswererollingback.Ntsikaletgoofhim

andhefloppedcarelesslyonthetarroad.



Ntsika:whyVusimuzi

Hewasgroaninginpainandcouldn'tstopcoughing

fromthechoking.

Vusi:it'sthech…chie..chieftesandhestarted

coughingsomemore

Ntsika:wherewereyoutakingher?

Vusi:Brooklyn

Ntsika:whaaaaat?Howdoyouknowabout

Brooklyn??

Vusi:"youthinkyoutheonlyonehuh".,hecoughed

andgroanedsomemore



Ntsika:youwillnotsucceedfuckers,ngeke

Vusi:that'swhatyouthink,youareclueless

Bhovungane,youwon'tevengettomarryyour

whoreofaprincess

Ntsika:didyoujustcallmywifeawhore?

Vusi:shesleptwithyouwhilebetrothedtom….

Hedidn'tevenfinishbecauseNtsikawaspunching

andkickinghimcountlesstimes,hewentonandon

depictingnoemotiononhisface.Hestompedon

hisheaduntilhefeltahandpullinghimfrombehind.

Mnqobi:easyeasy,whatthehellman,hesaid

shocked.



TherestoftheBiznizjuststoodtheregobsmacked,

NkosanaandYandaaretheonesknowntoloose

controlnotNtsika.Vusiwasunrecognizable,there

wasbloodeverywhere,hisheadslightlydismantled

fromhisbody.

Nkosa:"Ntsikayougoodbro?Heyheyheylookat

me",heheldhimtight.

Ntsikajustfrozeanddidntsayaword,Nkosanaand

Yandavolunteredtotakehimwithsincetheywere

closertohimthentherest.NtweandMnqobi

stayedbehindtocleanup.

___________

Sanelisiwe

Shesighedassheplacedherearringsonher



pedestal,shetookoffherdressandstoodinfrontof

themirror,shetwirledassheadmiredherbody.She

wasn'tfatnorskinny,shewasaverageasplitimage

ofSnesomewouldsay.

Voice:youback

Shegotstartledandquicklycomposedherself

whenshesawtheperson.

Sane:"duh",shesaidbored

Voice:youlookedbeautifuleventhoughIpreferred

onyou

Sane:Rangostayinyourlineofworkandquitbeing

myfashionpolice,whatthehellyouwant?



Rango:Ijustcametofetchyou,wearegoingon

holiday

Sane:angiyilapho,weover

Rango:Iwillfetchyouat5pm

Sane:IsaidI'mnotgoing,WEAREOVER

ahotslaplandedonherface,thathersalivaturned

redwithblood.

Rango:ungazonginyelawenasfebe(don'tshiton

mebitch)youoweme,yourwholebloodyfamily

owesmesoyoudon'thaveasayinthis

Sane:IhateyouMelusi



Rango:anginendaba(Idon'tcare)

Hebangedthedooronhiswayout.

****

ShedialedMnqobi…

Mnqobi:sis

Sane:hisbeenthreateningme

Mnqobi:who?

Sane:Melusi?

Mnqobi:whothefuckisthat?InfactnevermindI'm



onmyway

AfterafewminutesMnqobipulledupSane'shouse,

assoonasheclosedthedoor,henoticedthatthe

windowswereshut,hequicklyrantoSane'sroom.

Hefoundhercurledonherbedwithaswollen

cheek.

Mnqobi:hebeatyouup?

Sane:yea,I'msorryIdidn'tsayanythingsooner,I

justwantedtosortitoutmyself.

Thenextthingthehousewasfillingupwitha

suffocatingsmell,Mnqobirushedtothedoorbutit

won'topen,hetriedopeningthewindowsthey

wouldn'tbudge,thesmellwasintensifyingand

Sanewashystericallycoughing.



Mnqobi:coveryoumouthandnoise

HedialedSizwe…

Sizwe:Mpungose

Mnqobi:Sane'shousenow

Sizwepanickedandalertedtherest.Mnqobikicked

thedoorseveraltimestillitbrokebutmoregas

filledthehouse,itwasalmostasifsomeone

plannedafumigation,hewasslowlysuffocating.

HetriedpickingupSanetowardsthedoorbuthis

strengthfailedhimbecausehefloppedtothefloor

andjoinedanunconsciousSane.

___________



Bandile

HewaspacingupanddownworriedsinceVusi

hasn'tcalledthemforanupdate.

Lwandle:stopit,youmakingmedizzy

Bandile:shouldn'tyouberidingthechiefor

something?

Ahotslaplandedonhisalreadybruisedface

Lwandle:youwillnotaddressmeinthatmanner

boy,I'myourmother.

Bandile:Imaynotsayanythingbutitis

embarrassingthatyouactlikeayounggirl,thatyou

havenomorals,Iseegogomoreasamotherthan



you.

Lwandle:andwheredoyouthinkIlearntthisfrom

dearson?Youbelovedgogoturnedmeintothis

kindofwomansojustshutup

Bandile:didn'tyouhavedreams?Isthiswhatyou

alwayswanted?

Lwandle:I'mhappywithwhatIhavebutifitwas

genuineIwouldbecompleted,thethoughtof

wakinguponedayandallofthisgonemakesme

gocrazy,whichiswhyIworkdayandnightto

maintainthis

Bandile:Idon'twantthisanymorema,Ireallywant

topursueNkosazane,likegenuinelycourther

Lwandle:yesyoumayrightafterwefinishthis



Bandile:letmecallBrooklyn

Shepickeduponthethirdring…

Brooke:whatthehellareyouplayingat?

Bandile:calmdownwewanttoknowifVusiarrived

there

Brooke:isthatmeanttobeajoke?Whatsickgame

areyouplaying?ThereisnofuckingVusihere.

Bandile:whatyoumeanBrooklyn?Yourfiancéleft

herehoursago

Brooke:hisnotheredammit,ifthefatherofmy

childisnothere,youwillpayALLOFYOU



Bandile:mxm

Hehungup.

Lwandle:and?

Bandile:Vusiisnotthere

Lwandle:shit

__________

Futhi

Mnqobihaveplannedtopaylobolanextmonthand

IhavealertedtheBhengu'sjusthavetomakesure



thatIsentthemmoneytopreparetohostthe

Khoza’s,Smisoseemedtobehappyabouthis

newlyfounddad.AsforPhumlani…wellInever

heardfromhimsincethatdayhestormedoutthe

restaurantandimhappywiththat.

IamdonewithcookingwhenMasabathajoinsme

inthekitchen.

Sabatha:whatsaladsshouldImake?

Futhi:weeatingsevenorseveralcolorssogocrazy

Sabatha:"several",wejustatedeliciousfoodfrom

thelobolayesterdaycan'twedosomethingsimple?

Futhi:youaresolazythesedays,yini?



Sabatha:"I'mjusttired",sheyawns

Futhi:wemame,yekaIwilldoit

Sabatha:noit'sfineIwilldoit,whereisMnqobi??I

can'tseemtogetNkosaonthephone

Futhi:yeah,I'mabitworriedhencethefeast

Sabatha:nowonderphelawenayoucancookthe

wholegrocerywhenstressedout

Futhi:Ihaveabadfeeling.

Aknockonthedoordisturbedtheirchitchat,

Sabathaofferedtogetthedoor,shecameback

followedbyPamela.



Sabatha:shesaidshewantedtotalktoyou

Pamela:Hi

Futhi:yebo

Pamela:lookI'msorrybythewayIactedtheother

day,IwasjustmadatMnqo

Futhi:MNQOBI…hisnameisMnqobi

Pamela:yes,lookIwanttotalkwomantowoman.

MnqobiandIhavebeentogetherfor3yearsandwe

didn'tbreakup,hejustaskedforabreakbecause

hewashurtaboutthewaywelostourbaby.He

nevertoldmehedidn'tlovemeanymorebutsimply

askedforabreaktodealwitheverything.ThenI

traveledasawaytogivehimspacebutI'mback

nowandI'mjustgivingyouaheadsup,welove



eachother.

Futhi:justshutup,it'shasbeen4?5years?Isthat

whatyoucallspace,InfactIdon'tcare.Hismine

sisiandI'mnotbackingdown.

Pamela:"really?"shechuckledbitterly,Iwashere

tojustwarnyou.Youknowhetriedmovingonbut

healwayscomebacktome,wewereeachothers

firstineverythingsoimaginethebondweshare.I

cancallhimnow,hewillcomerunning.Didhetell

youwhyhecomeslatesometimes?

Sabatha:thenwhyishemarryingFuthiifhismadly

inlovewithyousisiwabantu,kahleyouboringus

Pamela:ncncncyouhavenoideadoyou?Have

youseenhisotherside?LookI'mgoingtogo,don't

sayIdidn'twarnyou.Pleasedon'ttellhimIwas

herebecauseIwillhavetopaymoaninglyforthat.



Futhithrewabowlathersheduckedandleftwitha

smirk.

Sabatha:pleasedon'ttellmeyoubelieveher?

Unamangaanddidyousmellthatperfume??

Futhi:canyoucarryonforme,I'mgoingtoliedown,

sheignoredSabatha'sremarkandranofftoher

bedroom.

Sabatha:"weeeoFuthibakithi,thatgirlislying",she

saidtoherself.

____________

ATMPUNZIKINGDOM



TheChiefandGwadlelawereseatedbytheporch

whileLwandlewenttovisithermother.

Chief:Ibetyouthewitchisgoingtorefill

Gwadlela:aslongasyoudrinkthatherbthehealer

gaveyouinthemorningandatnightyouwill

antidote

Chief:Idon'tmissandI'mdisgustingbythesnakeI

shareabedwith

Gwadlela:soonitwillbeover,Ihavebeenhaving

visionsagainafteraverylongtimeandthe

ancestorsareangryatmeforallowingStellainmy

shrineuphuphiseyonkeimithiyami(hedeemed

uselessallmyherbs)

Chief:it'salearningcurve,theyfoundNandi



Gwadlela:bengazibazomtholafuthiuVusi

akasekho(IknewtheywillfindherandVusiisno

more)

Chief:thatyoungboywasalreadydone,the

momenthesleptwithLwandle

Gwadlela:whenareyouplanningtotelltheKhoza’s

thetruthNdabezitha?

Chief:IwantNanditobemarriedfirst,I'mdoingthis

forhersinceIfailedinalotifthings

Gwadlela:butNandiandNtsikaareordainedtobe

togethernothingwillchange,yousawtherain

yesterday.

Chief:Iknow,it'sthefathersI'mworriedabout



Gwadlela:youneedtohurrybecauseyouare

runningoutoftime,iqinisokumeleliphume.

IsikhathisombusoweNgonyamasifikile(thereign

oflionhascome).

Chief:IknowGwadlela,Iknow
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Nandi

Shewasreleasedlastnight,shefainteddueto

shockprobablyfromthegunshotsandthecarsthat

abruptlyhaltedinfrontofthem.Shewokeupat

Mthobisi’shouse,shedraggedherselftothe

bathroom,shebrushedherteethandwashedher

face.Sheendedtakinganicelongshoweraftera

fewminutesofsortingherlifeoutshewent

downstairs,Nontandostoodupandpulledherinto

ahug.

Ntando:howareyoufeelingtodaymntwanawami

Nandi:I'mokayma,whereisNtsika?

Ntando:"hewillcomelater",sheclearedherthroat



Nandi:whyhasn'thecometocheckuponmema?

It'snotlikehim

NontandogotNanditositdownandjointhemfor

breakfast,Dinganeinvoluntaryrescuedhis

grandmother.

Dingane:Mamaareyougoingtoeatcornflakes,her

worrywasreplacedbyahugesmileatthesightof

herson.

Nandi:I'mhungrylikeliontodaymyprincesoIwill

eattoast

Dingane:IwillbestronglikedaddyandMkhulu

becauseIdrinkmilk,heshowedherhisarms.

Thetableeruptedinlaughter,Dinganewasa

characterjustlikehisdaddy.



Mtho:Princess,Ntsikaisreallymadaboutwhat

happenedandheblameshimselfthatyouwere

abductedrightunderhisnose,sothereforehetook

timetocooloffbuthisfine.Heknowsyouareohk,

hecamelastnight.

Nandi:IgetthatbababutIwillgocheckonhim,I

knowhedoesn'teatwhenhisdown.

Mtho:"No!no",hesaidalmostimmediately,"give

himtimetocooloffplease".

Nandinodded,eventhoughshewasconfusedat

whyshecan'tseeNtsika.

________

ATTHEHOSPITAL



NkosenyeandSizwewereseatedoutsidewhen

Enhlewalkedtowardstheminherscrubs.

Enhle:theyhaveinhaledtoomuchCO,ifyouhad

arrivedaminutelater,wewouldbesaying

somethingelse.Ihaveplacedthembothunder

OxygenChambersbecausetheyarestill

unconsciousandtheyarestrugglingtobreatheon

theirown.Thepureoxygenwillhelpclearoutthe

COintheirlungs.

Nkosi:aretheyokay?

Enhle:yebobabaandwhathappened?

Sizwe:"wefoundgascylindersinfusedwithSane's

apartments",hefacepalmsandexhaleafterafew

minutes,"theyweresomehowconnectedtothe

ventilationoftheplace,perhapstheaircon,Idon't



know".

Nkosi:someonetriedtokillthem,becausethe

windowsanddoorswereshutandlockedwhenwe

gotthere.

Enhle:doyouknowwho?

Sizwe:noandNtsikaisnotokayatthemoment,we

wouldknowbynow

Enhle:"babawillweeverrestinthisfamily?",she

saidthatlookingatNkosenye

Nkosi:liketheysaymyangel,moremoneymore

problems.Thiscomeswiththelavishliveswelive

butweareheretoprotectyoufromallofthis,I

promiseitwillgetbetter.



Enhlenoddedandwalkedaway.Sizwewasfeeling

likeadump,havingbothyourkidshospitalizedwas

theworstfeelingever.NtombiandPrettycamein

withfoodandwaterforthemen.

Pretty:"heyMpungose",shepeckedhislips,"the

restareontheirway",sheadded.

NtombijustbrokedownandNkosenyeheldher

delicately.

Nkosi:uzolulamauMnqobiBella(hewillrecover),

youknowhowstrongheis

Ntombi:can'twejusthavepeaceHlase?Sheasked

betweenhersobs

Nkosi:I'msorry



FuthicameinrunningfollowedbyMasabathaand

Nkosana.

Futhi:whereishe?Iwanttoseehimwhereishe?

Shepacedupanddown…

Sizwe:wecan'tseethem,theyareplacedunder

OxygenChambers.

Futhi:"willhebealright",shestartedcrying

Sizwe:yes

Futhisliddownthefloor,Masabathacrouched

downtoholdher.

****



Thefamilyownedtheestablishmentsobeingable

tospendsomuchtimeathospitalwasoneofthe

perks.Theywaitedforapproximatelytwohours.

Enhle:youcannowtaketurnstoseethem,theyare

outofthehyperbaricchamberandbreathingunder

anormaloxygenmask.

Theytookturnstoseethem,whentheywereall

satisfied,amaninroughlyruggedjeansandstylish

militaryboots,alongblackcoatoverhist-shirt

madehiswaytowherethefamilywasseated,he

hadabouquetofflowersathand.

Him:"greetingsIamMelusiNgcobo",hepaused

andscannedeveryonewithagrinplasteredonhis

face,"I'mSanelisiwe'sboyfriend".

Sizwestoodupinaswiftmovementwithhisfist



clenched.

Sizwe:Youareshithereboy,whatthehellareyou

doingherehuh?DoesthislooklikeJolastation?

Melusi:easyMpungose,Ijustcametocheckupon

her,herphoneisnotgoingthroughandthesecurity

toldmewhathappened.

Nkosi:howdidyouknowshewasinthishospital?

Melusi:Ihavebeeninthreedifferenthospitals

alreadybutthenIrememberedhermentioningthat

hersisterworkedatthishospitalsoIfigured..

Sizwe:LEAVE

Melusi:I'mhereforSane,Ihavealwaysbeenhere



forherunlikesomepeople

Sizwewasconvicted,hefloppeddownhisseatby

therealizationthathemighthavebeenaterrible

fathertowardsSanelisiwebutthatdidn'tstop

Melusi.

Melusi:allsheeverwantedwasforyoutoloveher

unconditionally

Nkosanapunchedhimandheldhisneckwhile

pinninghimonthewall.

Nkosa:GETOUT

Melusiflaredhisnosewhilehuffing,hewiggledout

ofNkosana'sgripandhegladlylethimgo,Melusi

threwdaggersatNkosanaandhespittedoutthe

blood,hewalkedawayfurious.



Nkosi:yesesyouthrowmeanpunchBhovungane

Sizwe:whothehellwasthat?

Nooneseemedtoknow…

_________

Zinhle

ShejusttookLungileforatouraroundtheSpawith

everythingthatisgoingoninthefamily,her

employmentkindofdelayedabit.

Zinhle:thiswillbeyouroffice



Lungi:it'sniceeventhoughIwouldpreferredeither

thanturquoise

Zinhle:Nandithoughtitwouldbenice,it'sgivesyou

thatcalmingeffect,don'tworryyouwillgetusedof

it.

Lungi:mmmh

Zinhle:whereareyoustaying?

Lungi:Morningside

Zinhle:doyoudrive?

Lungi:yeah

Zinhle:wewillgiveyouthecompanycarafteryou



havesignedthecontractofcourse

Lungi:thankyouonceagainMrsZunguforgiving

methechance

Zinhle:don'tmakemeregretitandthefamily

comeshereoftenandtheyareloudbutwillget

usedtoit.

Lungi:nice

Zinhle:letmeleaveyoutoit

AssoonasZinhlelefttheoffice,Lungisatonher

chairandspunaround.

Lungi:I'mgoingtoloveithere,shedeclared



Shewalkedaroundinspectingtheoffice,making

thatclickingnoisewithherheels,shesmirkedat

thethoughtofmarryingintothisfamily.Shesat

downandquicklysignedthecontract,afteracouple

ofminutesshecollectedherselfandtookthe

contracttoZinhle.

Zinhle:didyouevenread?Thatwasquick

Lungi:thisisadream,Idon'tneedtoquarrel

anything

Zinhle:inthatcaseIhaveanerrandIwantyoutodo

forme

Lungi:I'mready

Zinhle:oneofmysonsisnotwellandIwantyouto

delivertheseoilsandherbstohim.Ithelpswith



relaxation.

Lungi:sure

Zinhle:hisnameisNtsikaandhereistheaddress

Lungi'sheartskippedabeatatthementionofhis

name,shesuppressedtheexcitementshefelt

inside,shehadonlyseenhiminpicturesandboy

ohboyhewasmightyfine.Shewantedherfirst

impressiontolastforever.

Zinhle:"helloo"Zinhlewavedherhandsinfrontof

Lungi'sface

Lungi:yeayealetmego

Zinhle:youzonedoutthereforaminute



Lungi:"yeahIcan'tbelieveI'mdoingmyfirst

errand",shehurriedlyleft

ShewasdaydreamingofNtsikarightinfrontofher

boss,howembarrassing.Shegotintoheroffice,

sprayedalittleperfume,shecheckedherselfout

usingamirrorandshelookedgood.Herhourglass

bodywasscreaming"touchme"inredandwhite

accompaniedbyblackredbottomsshebagged

agesagofromherblesserbackinSandton.She

spritsalittleofthepotionandletdownher32inch

Peruvianweave,shedida360degreespinandleft.

After35minutesshepulledupNtsika'sapartment,

shepressedthebuzzeratthegate.Shefellinlove

withhisdeepbaritonevoicethathadabitof

hoarseness.

Ntsika:howcanIhelpyou?



Lungi:hiI'mLungile,IworkattheSpa.Ihavea

parceltodeliverforNtsikafromMrsZungu

ThegateopenedandLungidrovein,herpalms

startedgettingsweaty,herheartbeatingoutofher

ribcage.Shegrabbedtheparcelandhoppedoutof

thecar,sheknockedatthedoorandheheard

Ntsikascreamingforhertocomein.Sheslowly

openedthedoorandbeholdthemostbeautiful

setupshe'severseen,itwasturquoiseandgreyand

sheknewit'sNandi.

Sheimmediatelygotannoyedbythethoughtofher,

shestoodbythedoorwaitingforherfutureasshe

putsit,Ntsikacamedownthestairsingreybaggys

andAdidassliponsandals,toplessshowingoffhis

perfectlytonedbicepsandsixpack,hisvline

visiblypointingatthingsthatgotLungiswallowing

hard,theBiznizweredangerouslyhotandthey

workhardtokeepitthatway.



Ntsika:youlikewhatyousee

Lungilegotembarrassedsoshelookedawayshyly.

Ntsika:and?

Lungi:what?

Ntsika:whyareyouheremadam?

Lungi:"ohuhmsorry",shehandedhertheparcel

butdidn'tmove.

Ntsika:thankyou

Lungi:sure



Shestoodthereplayingwithherhandsasifshe's

waitingforsomethingtohappen.

Ntsika:istheresomethingelse?

Lungi:uhmno,sheturnedonherheelstoleave

Ntsika:"hernameisNandiandshe'sthemost

beautifulwomanIhaveeverseen",hescreamedat

her,withasmirkplasteredonhisface.

Lungididn'tevenentertainthat,shewasabitupset

thatsheactedlikeafoolnowNtsikaknewshewas

droolingalloverhim.
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Wewereonvacationasafamily,sittingonthe

balconyoverlookingtheocean,everyoneseemed

happysippingontheirwinesexceptforme.Idon't

knowwhyIwasuneasythenahugesnakeslithered

inandcoileditselfontheseatnexttome,I

screamedbuteveryonecarriedonlikeitwas

normal,IranoutlookingforNtsikainsidethe

holidayhousebutnothinguntilIenteredaroom

wherethebarisandbeholdaprideoflions

scatteredcarelessly.IcouldseeNtwe,Shakes,Nka,

YandaandLangabuttherestwerelions.Myphone



ringingdisturbedmefrommydream,it'sNtsika.

Me:"hello",Isaidpanting

Ntsika:Diamanteareyoualright?

Me:yeah,youwokemeupfromasillydream

Ntsika:youmusttalktomaNtombiaboutyour

dreams,shemighthelp

Me:yeah…areyouOK?I'mworriedaboutyou

Ntsika:pleasecomehome,Imissyou

Me:I'llbethereinafew



Ntsika:hurrybeforetheystealme.

Me:Iwillhavetodiefirstbeforetheytakeyou

Ntsika:wozaphela

Me:I'llbethere

_________

SomewhereinDurban

Rangowasbreathingfireashecheckedhimselfout

inthemirror.Hedialedanumberonhisphone

aggressively.

Rango:Spankyyoubettergetheretodayyou

uselessass



Spanky:I'msorryboss

Rango:"yaziIalwayshavetodothingsmyselfto

seeresults",hepolishedhisbruisednose

Spanky:theymovedtheproducts,itdissappeared

intothinair

Rango:udotiloyoimpahlayamibayinikeuKingB

(theygavemyproducttoKingB)

Spanky:whaaat??How??

Rango:Generalalertedme,theysawabigshipment

arrivingaddressedtotheKhoza’s,theywillregret

this



Spanky:velekumelebaziukuthiwhatyouaremade

off(theyneedtoknowwhatyouaremadeoff)

Rango:changeofplans,Ineedtodissappear,soon

theywillfigureoutwhoIambutIwantyoutodo

somethingforme

Spanky:anythingboss

Rango:lookafterSanelisiweforme

Spanky:whatareyouplayingatMelusi?Thandekile

isincustodyfor6monthsbecauseofyou,thatgirl

lovesyouandhasbeenbyyoursidefromdayone

Rango:eyfuckyouwenaSpanky,Imustloveherby

force?MycoldheartwantsSaneandnobodyelse



Spanky:yetyoutreatherliketrash

Rango:tellmeyouarenotabouttogivemea

lectureonhowtotreatmywoman

Spanky:notatallbutyouwastingyourtimewith

Sanelisiwe,she'snotcutoutforthis,Idon'teven

knowwhatisdrivingyoucrazybecauseyouhaven't

eventappedthat.

Rango:that'sexactlywhyIwanther,she's

challengingme

Spanky:"wellthen,that'syourprerogative",hesaid

defeated.

Rango:I'mwaitingformyjet,gethere



__________

Nkosazane

Despiteeverythingthatisgoingonwithourfamily,

it'sNkanyezi'sbirthdayandIplantomakeitfunfor

him.Iaskedthatwetakeastrolldownthepierlater

today,justtorelaxandgetthingsoffourmind,the

seahasawayofsuckingoutallnegativityand

replaceitwithpeace.Thefreshseabreezethat

gentlyhitsyourface,thetinygrainsofsandthat

engulfsyourfeet,it'spureblisswhichiswhy

NkanyeziandIloveit.

IwouldhavebookedusintoarestaurantbutIreally

cherishourtimetogetherandarestaurantisstill

publicwecan'tbeasgoofyaswewanttobe,

thereforeIamcookingusdinnerandIhavesetup

intheporch,theviewisbreathtaking.Nkanyeziisa

foodieI'msureyouhavenoticedalready,hehas

thatspiritofgratitudethatalwayspushesmetodo



more.HeacknowledgesthelittleIdoforhimwith

nofail,Iknowhewilllovethis.

ImadeMuttonbreyaniusingbasmatirice

accompaniedbyacarrotsalad,hisabsolute

favorite,Ihaveourdrinksinacoolerboxunderthe

table,IplanforustogetwastedtodayandyesI'm

sleepingover,IwilldealwithNkosenyeinthe

morning.FoodisdoneIhaveplaceditonthe

warmers,Ineedtofreshenup.

Irunupstairsforaquickshower,afteracoupleof

minutesI'mdone,Iswirlinfrontofthemirrorand

I'mproudyourgirllooksgood.I'mfixingmy

stubbornafrobecausenoweaveandmakeup

todayNkanyezihatesitanyway.I'minanude

mermaidsatindressandithugsmybigbody

perfectly,IlovelongdressesIfeelmajesticand

prettyinthemnamiangaziwhy.

Mynudestrappyblockheelsmakethoseclicking



nosesasIpackupallhisgiftsonthecoffeetablein

theloungearea,peoplehavebeendroppingoff

giftsforhimthroughoutthedayImadesureifit.I

lookaroundandeverythinglooksgreat,Icanhear

hiscarpullingupthedriveway,Icheckmyselfone

moretimeandIfeelgood.

I'mstandbythedoorholdingblueandsilverhelium

baloons,carefultheydon'tflyoff.Icanseethegrin

onhisfacefromadistanceashelockedhiscar,

canamanlookthisfinegaaaawd.Igiggleashe

getscloserI'msquealinginexcitement.

Me:happybirthdayNorwood

Hescoopsmeupandspinsmearound,heattacked

mylips.

Nka:"thankyoumaHlase,youlookbreathtaking

wow",hemakesmeturnaroundthecompliments



thatfollowedafterthat

Me:comewithme

Iledhimupstairssohedoesn'tseemysurprise

outside.

Me:"youcanfreshenupwhileIkeepyoucompany",

hechucklesandshookhishead

Nka:whatareyouuptoZane?

Me:nothing,howwasyourday?

Nka:"itwasgreat,theydidalittlecelebrationat

work,theygiftedmewithloadsofalcohollikeI'm

somedrunkard",hechuckles,thenmaPretty,Dad

andLangaalsocame



Me:youcalledhimdad?

Nka:"yea,IguessI'matabetterplace",heenters

theshower,refrainingfromdwellingonthetopicat

hand.

Itakeoutthegiftbagandplaceditonthebed,I

scanaroundtheroomandIcan'twaitforusto

shareahometogether,makebabies,ifthere'sa

personwhodeserveshappinessit'sNkanyeziandI

wanttobeapartofthathappiness.Afterafew

minuteshisout,hiswipinghimselfashewalksinto

thebedroom,hishugemanhoodisvisiblydangling,

Igiggleandshakemyheadasheshakesitfrom

sidetoside

Me:yousilly

Nka:"andIknowyouwantit,fromwhen



nkosiyami?"Heplainlaughsatme

Me:mxmveleuyancishana(youarestingy)

Nka:Iamgoingtotearthatassupsoon

Me:"youdon'tsay"Isaysarcasticallyandrolledmy

eyesdramatically

Nka:"keeprollingthemntokazi,soonyouwillbe

rollingtheminpleasure,screamingaaaahNka

harder,deeper",hechuckles

Me:andwhywillIbesayharderanddeeper?

Nka:youwillunfoldtheansweryourself

Hisdoneandhelooksgoodinhisbluejeansand



whitevneckT-shirt,hiswearinghisvans,Ntwenhle

andhimaresuckersforvans,likerealcolored

tendencies.Ihandoverhisgiftbagandahuge

smileispermanentlyplasteredonhisface.

Nka:ThankyousomuchHermosa.

Icanseeatearescaping,hequicklywipesitoff,

youguysknowwhatNkanyezi'stearsdotome,I

can'thandlethem.

Me:pleasedon'tcry,westillhavealottodo.

Nka:"I'mnotcrying,somethingwentintomyeye",

hesayssarcastically

Me:openyourgift



Hedid,IboughthimaRolexwatch,aBurberryset

thatconsistsofabelt,awalletandcufflinks,anda

Bulgariperfume.Hepulledmeintohisembrace,I

couldfeelhisexcitementthroughhishug.

Nka:Iloveeverythinghermosa

Me:lookatyourthingsproperly

HewentbackandstudiedthemwhenIsawhisface

lightupIknewmyjobisdone.Ihaveengravedhis

nameandinitialsinallofthem.

Nka:thisisthebestbirthdayever,Isawallthegifts

intheloungeareaandIknowit'sallyourdoing.No

onehaseverdoneanythinglikethisforme,EVER

Me:Iloveyou,nowcome



IpulledhimdownthestairsandIledhimtothe

porch,hesmilesoncemorewhenheseestheset

up.IpouradrinkforhimsoIcanfetchthefood,he

mustbestarving.Icamebackandsetupthefood

assoonasIrevealedwhatIhadmadehepunched

theairandsaidyeees,Ichuckled.Idishedforhim,

weatewhileconversingaboutwork,sinceIwill

startworkingsoonatKhozahightechsNtsikaismy

boss,canyoubelieveit?.Heissopassionateand

hewantsustotakethatplacetoawholenew

dimensionandIamexcited.

_______

Futhi

Ican'tgetoffPamelainmyhead,Ihavebeen

fooledbyamanbeforeandIhavetosafeguardmy

heartyetIdon'twanttobenaggingMnqobi,Ijust

wanttransparency.Wearegettingmarriedfor

goodnesssake,I'mwillingtofightaslongIknow



thathismine,nothinghurtsthenfightingforthings

thatdon'tbelongtoyou.

Wejustgotbackfromthehospital,theyhavebeen

discharged,Enhlesaidtheyshouldtakethingseasy

wearesorelievedthatthegasdidn'tdomuch

damageinternally.

Me:areyouhungry?

Mnqobi:yesplease,somethinglight

Hehopsupthestairstochangeintosomething

comfortable,Ihadjustfinishedmakingahamand

cheesesandwichforhimwhenhecomesback

down.

Me:"juice?",henods,"areyouokay".



Mnqobi:I'mjustsomadatmyself,youknowmy

sisterhasbeenabusedrightundermynose.Her

latearrivalsatgatherings,herprivatecommitments,

wasallacryforhelp.

Me:yashehasbeenquitereserved,Ithoughtit's

herpersonality,Idon'tknowherthatwell.

Mnqobi:shesaidit'sherboyfriendMelusi

Me:"Ohhim",Iscoffed

Mnqobi:youknowhim?

Me:knowhim?NoIsawhim…Heactuallycameto

thehospitalwithflowers,claiminghisSane's

boyfriend.HewassorudethatNkosanapunched

hisuglyass.



Mnqobi:healmostkilledusthatbastard,letmeget

myhandsonhim

Me:atleastyouhaveafacenow

Mnqobi:howareyou?Howistheprepforthe

negotiations?

Me:"allisset,justwaitingforthedayandpraying

theydon'tembarrassme",Isighed

Mnqobi:what'swrongNtombifuthi?

Me:doyouloveme?

Mnqobi:"ohpleasengiyaceladon'tdothat",helift

uphishanddismissively



Me:whywereyoulatelastweekMondayand

Thursday

Hestoppedeatingandswallowed...hepausedfora

coupleofsecondsandresumedeating

Mnqobi:Itoldyouitwaswork

Me:wasshegood?

Mnqobi:"FUTHI",hebangedthetable,theTgave

meafright

Heleftthesandwichandranupstairs,hecame

backdownfullydressedinsweatpantsand

sweatshirtwithhiscarkeysdanglinginhishand.

Hefoundmeswimminginmytears,hejuststared

atme.



Mnqobi:areyoucoming?

Iwipedmytearsandfollowedhimtohiscar

________

Nkanyezi

IhavehadmanybirthdaysmostlymemoriesI

wouldlovetoforget,eversinceImetNtwenhleit's

alwaysbeenbraai'syouknowguys.WhenIsaw

Hermosastandingbymydoorallchirpyandexcited

withthoseballoons,Iswearmyheartmelted.She

lookeddazzlinginthatsilksatindress,herbooty

wasjustperfectlyshaped,Iwantedtotakeherthere

andthen.ThepreparationwasabsolutelyfabulousI

lovedeverypartofit,sheknowshowtomaneuver

myheart…sheownsit.Honestlywhensheaskedif

wecouldstrolldownthepier,IgotanideaandI'm

abouttoexecuteithopingforthebest.



Sheissmilingaswetakestepsclosertothepier,I

canseeherfaceshinningbrightthroughthe

darkness,theairisniceandchilled,thewaveskeep

crashingontoshore.

Me:youbeautifulhermosa

Zane:uhleziushonjalo(youalwayssaythat)

Me:becauseyouareandI'msoluckythatyouare

mine

Zane:andI'mluckythatyouaremineNkanyezi

Me:howwouldyoufeelspendingtherestofyour

lifewithme?



Zane:Ithoughtthatwastheplan

IchucklednervouslyasIrubmyhandstogether

Me:justmakingsure

Aswegetclosertothemiddle,weseeasetupof

lanternslitupinalineoneithersideofthepier,the

patternisbeautiful.IstealglancesatNkosazaneto

gaugeheremotions,shelooksperplexed.

Zane:"babelook",shepointsatthelanterns,arewe

evensupposedtobehere,itlookslikeasetupfor

someoneorsomething?"sheaskedinnocently.

Mypalmsaresweatyandmyheartisbeatingloud

outofmyribcage,Istammered.



Me:I…Uhm…Idon'tknow

Voice:Zane

WebothturnedtofindEnhleandNtwebehindus,I

exhaleinrelief,Ialmostruinedeverything.

Ntwenhlesignalmetofollowhim,wedissappeared

furtherdeepintothepierwhereeveryoneis.

Heregoesnothing…..
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Enhle:breatheinbreatheoutZane,here'sagood

girl,GREATnowcanweproceed?

Zane:whatisgoingsis?

Enhle:angithiyouaregoingtofindoutnow

Zane:"Nononowhat'sgoingon"?shestarted

gettingemotional

Enhle:"ohdear",shefacepalm,"IthoughtIwasthe

crybabyofthefamily,comewithme".

ShehookedNkosazane'sarmswithhers,theycame



intoahaltattheheartofthepier,infrontofthem

weregiftingboxesinaperfectline,inadescending

order,Zanewassoconfused.

Enhle:shallwebegin?

Zane:whatisgoingon?Isthissomesortofgame

forNka'sbirthday

Enhle:Idon'tknowhun,I'mjustfollowingorders

andbythewayyoulookdeliciouslystunninginthat

dressmntakama,itwasmadeforyou

Zane:thankyousis

Enhle:"canwestartalreadyshesaidimpatiently",

andZanenodded.



Zanestoodinfrontofthefirstbox,itwasthe

biggestofthemall,sheopenediteasilyandinside

wasavaseofflowers,herfavorite"daisies",she

carefullygotthemoutwithasmileplasteredonher

face.Shesawalittlenoteinsidethebox,shedrawit

outanditread.

"FlowersforthemostbeautifulgirlIhaveeverseen,

youarelikearareflowerthatonlybloomsonceina

lifetime.I'msofuckenluckyNkosazane"

Enhle:I'llholdontothat,next

Shetookafewstepsandbentoverdiggingintothe

nextbox,slightlysmallerthanthepreviousone,she

cameoutwithpinkandgreyrollerskates,

Nkosazanejustchuckled.

Enhle:andthen?Zanejustshruggedhershoulders,

shereadthenote.



"canyouskatethroughlifewithme?Imeanliterally.

Iwillbeyournightinshiningarmour,Iwillslay

dragonsandgiantsforyouasweskate,deal?"

Nkosazaneburstedoutlaughing,Enhlewassmiling

somuchseeinghowhersistersfacelitup

Afewstepstillshereachedthethirdbox,inside

wasahamperofchocolates,anddifferentkindsof

biltongaccompaniedbyavoucherforDebonairs

pizzaforthewholemonth.Therewasanote.

"butbeforeweskate,Iknowhowmuchyouloveto

eat,andIknowyouaregigglingrightnow".

ZanegiggledoutloudjustasNkanyezistated.She

continuedreadingthenote.



"I'msorryforallthethingsIputyouthrough

Hermosa,pleaseforgiveme".

Thefourthboxwasgettingsmaller,sheopenedit

andinsidewasarosegoldMichaelKorswatch.

"TIMEhasawonderfulwayofshowingyouthe

thingsthatreallymatters,ourTIMEapartmade

thingscrystalclear.Pleasegrowoldwithmeand

wewillhavethebestTIMESofourlives,youwill

holdonehornandIwillholdtheotherandtogether

wewillgrabthismightybullcalledlifebythehorns

tilltheendofTIME…Yes??"

Zane:yesshesaidsoftly,butloudenoughforEnhle

tohearher

Enhle:"thisisbeautifulwow",shewasalready

wipingofftearsthatkeptblindinghervision.



Zane:"howamIsupposedtofinishthiswhenyou

arealreadywetwithtears?",shesaidwithherown

tearsfalling

Enhle:I'msorrylittlesis,I'mterribleatthisjob,

pleasedon'tmindme,let'sproceed.

Enhle’sarmsweregettingfullbecauseshewas

carryingallofNkosazane'sgifts.

Theboxesarenowshrinking,shepickedthesmall

boxandopeneditbuttherewasnothinginside,oh

therewasanote.

"it'semptybecauseyouarealreadywearingthe

promiseringandpendantthatIsenttoyou.WhenI

leftImadeapromisethatwhenwebothgraduate,I

willmakeanhonestwomanoutofyou.Iintendto

keepthatpromiseifyouwillallowme.Iloveyou

hermosa"



Theyweregettingclosertotheendofthepierand

theycouldseeasilhouetteofpeople.Shepickeda

boxthelastofthemallandinsidewasa

shimmering,dazzlingbeautifulcrown.

"beingaprincessbefitsyouwellliterally,butIthink

it'stimeyougetapromotion,whatisacastle

withoutaQueen.Putthecrownonifyouare

confidentthatyouwillrulebesidesme,thatyousee

mefittobeyourKing".

Nkosazaneconfidentlyputthecrownon

Enhle:areyousureaboutthis

Zane:100%sure,youallknowthatNkanyeziandI

aremeanttobetogether.



Enhle:I'msoproudofyoulittlesis

______

Nkanyezi

Ihadmyarmsrestedonthecoldpierrailing,

overlookingtheseaandjudgingbythestrong

windscreepingin,it'sabouttogetroughandwe

needtogetoutofheresoon.ZaneandEnhleare

takingsolong,Ihaven'tsaidawordtoanyone

becausemynervesareskyrocketing,whatifshe

freaksoutandrunoff,ImeanthisisNkosazanewe

aretalkingabout.

Myheartsuddenlyfeelsheavy,tearsare

threateningtocomeout,whatwillIdoifZane

doesn'twanttomarrymeanymore,Ihavegivenher

enoughreasonnottowantme,whatifI'mwayin

overmyheadaboutthiswholething."She'swearing



thecrown,she'swearingthecrown"Ihearthe

familysuddenlycomingalive.

Nkosa:she'swearingthecrownbro,nowisyour

moment.

Nkosanasnappedmeoutofmysadsadthoughts,

heissoexcitedandthathelpsmerelax,Ihadtold

themifshewalksforthwearingthecrown,itmeans

weareonthesamepage.Shit!I'msonervousit's

notevenfunny,Itakeoutthetinyblackboxinthe

backofmypocket.Andreandseniorspatmyback

asIstepforward,theBiznizcheeredalongwiththe

ladies.I'mbreathinginandout,Nkosazaneis

standingtherewiththebiggestgrinIhaveever

seen,I'mnowabitcalm.

Sheiswigglinghertoesandplayingwithherhands,

she'salsonervous,Ichuckledatthat.I'mnow

standinginfrontofmyfutureanditlooksbright.

Shepointstothefloorandgiggles,Ilaughoutloud.



Me:"whatmustIdowithafloor?"Iactdumb

Zane:"Idon'tknow"shepretendstobethinking

aboutsomething,"maybegoonyourknee"

Everyoneeruptedinlaughter,andIappreciatethat

becauseI'mnowsupercalm.

Nkosa:"tellhimmylove",Nkosanaexclaimed

Everyonelaughedoncemore,I'mnowonmyknee,I

opentheboxwiththeringinsideandyesit'srose

gold,Zaneloveseverythingrosegoldandit'smy

jobtoassurethatshegetsjustthat.

Me:sisukakudenawemaHlase,ngithanda

ukubongaumdaliukuthisesizesafikala(wecome

alongwaywithmaHlaseandIwouldlovetothank



Godthatwearenowhere).Ireallydon'tseemylife,

myfuturewithoutyouinit,Umakuthiwaumuntu

uyazilungiselaintoyakhe(whentheysayaperson

mustfixtheirthings)thisiswhattheymean,you

reallyfixedmeupHermosa.Mylifechangedfrom

thedayIsawyouoncampusforOrientationand

nowwearehere.Allowmetochangeyournameto

Norwood..

Andresmirkedatthat,whileNkosenyewasawfully

silent,Ntombi,Ntando,PrettyandEnhlewerewet

fromtears.

Me:NkosazaneIloveyouwitheveryfibreinme,

youlikeadrugthatIneedeveryday,pleasemake

thisnobodyasomebody,ngicelaungenzengibe

yindoda(makemeaman).MaKhozamarryme

please

Nkosazanewentdownonbothherkneeswithtears

streamingdownherface.



Zane:"howdidyoupullthisoff",shesaidpointing

atherfamily

Me:amandoesn'tkissandtell

Zane:NkanyeziyouaretheloveofmylifeandIcan

seemyfutureinyoureyes,Iloveyousomuchso

YeesIwillmarryyou.

Everyonecheered,thiswashardforNkosenyehe

wasinavergeoflettingouttearsbutkeptthemin.

Ntombiwasecstaticshecouldn'tstopgiggling,her

littlegirlisnowawoman,Andreshookhandswith

theKhoza’sasasymbolofgratitude,theywillmeet

soonforthelobola.

________



Futhi

Wowwhatabeautifulproposal,I'mstartingtofall

inlovewithNkosazane'srosegold,herringsare

beautiful.NotthatI'mjealousbutIalwaysimagined

amangoingdownonhiskneesandproposingto

me,andMpungosejustaskedtosendhisfather'sat

home.WellIguessitiswhatitis,Ilovehimand

that'senough,maybemyfairytalewillcomeina

differentform.Iwantawarmshower,itwasgetting

chillybythepierI'mgladwehome.

Mnqobihasbeenquietfromthatlittlealtercation

wehadearlieron,Iwanthimtoconfirmand

confesshisloveforme,Iwanttobesure.Every

timeIbringupPamela,hegetssnappyand

dismissive,hedoesnotgivemestraightanswers,

whatmessageishetryingtosendtome?Ihave

comealongway,ittookalotfrommetoopenup

andtrustamanagain.Hemaybemoniedand

whatnotbutthisismyheartandIwillprotectit.



Me:areyouhungry?

Mnqobi:nahIwanttosleep

Me:weneedtotalk

Mnqobi:ifit'saboutPamela,Idon'twanttohearit

Me:let'sgetitoveranddonewith

Mnqobi:"FINE",heaggressivelythrewapillowon

thefloor.

Me:nothingbutthetruth,wegettingmarried

Mnqobi:sure



Me:wherewereyouMondayandThursday

Mnqobi:IwaswithPamela

YepIfeltit,thatpangofpainIfeltitsoshewasn't

lyingafterall.

Me:"why",myvoiceissofter

Mnqobi:shecalledmeandIwent

Me:doyouloveher?

Mnqobi:No,Iloveyou

Me:doyouwanttocarryonwiththiswedding?



Mnqobi:yes

Me:shouldIbeworried?I'mnowintears

Mnqobi:notatall

Me:didyousleepwithher?

Mnqobi:Futhistopthis,okay

Istoodupandwenttothebathroom,whyme?Why

can'tIbehappy.MomanddadIthoughtyouguys

wouldbemyshinningstarsbutyou'renot,I'mhere

cryingagainbecauseofaman.WhatdoIdo,apart

ofmewanttojustwalkawayjusttosavemyself

theembarrassmentbutthenngiyamthanda

uMnqobiandIknowhelovesmetoo.Iremembered

maNtando'swordsthatImustfightformyman,I



gathermyselfandwashmyface.

Iwalkouttheensuitebathroomandhisonhisback

facingtheceiling,I'mboilinginsidebutIwilltake

thisasawoman,I'mdonewithpeopletaking

advantageofmykindness,Ichangedintomysilk

nightdressit'sbecomeshumidatnightinDurban

sometimesandtodayit'soneofthose.Iwalkout

theroomheadedtothekitchen,whenI'mdownI

rechargebycooking.I'mshuffling,choppingand

hummingat9pm,Idon'tgiveadamn.

I'msothankfulMasabathaissleepingoverat

Nkosana'stodaybecausethenshewillknowI'mnot

okay.I'mmakingspicypasta,I'mcravingfor

somethingthatwillsting,mypotsareboilingwhile

sippingonwine.

Mnqobi:"youonthesecondbottlealready",hesays

catchingmeoffguard



Me:whosecounting?,Iignorehispresence

Heflopsnexttomeandplaceshisheadonthe

counter,Ipreparetoplatemyfoodanditlooks

yummy,Idiginwhilehummingandopening

anotherbottle.

Mnqobi:aren'tyougoingtodishforme?

Me:"Ithoughtyouweren'thungry"Ishrugand

rolledmyeyes

Mnqobi:Iwasn'tbutnowIam,itsmellsgreat

Idishedupforhimandresortedbacktomyplate,

hisphonerangandIcanseePam'snameflashing

onhisscreens,hetakesaglanceandignoresit.I

quicklygrabbeditandansweredwithoutsaying



hello.

Pamela:MnqobiIthinksomeoneisfollowingme,

I'mscaredpleasecomeover.YouknowIcan't

exactlycomethere

Me:Iwillpassonthemessage

Pamela:Futhi??Shewhispered

Shedidn'tsoundscaredanymore,bitch.Ihungup

andleftthephonenexttoit'sowner.Iwashedthe

dishesandheadedupstairsleavingMpungose

dumbstruckinthekitchen.

Mnqobi:I'msorryNtombifuthi,itonlyhappened

once.OnthatThursdaybutIsweartoyouitmeant

nothing,shesaidshewantedclosurebutthenshe

startedtalkingaboutthebabyand..



Me:sinceweallgettingclosurethenI'mcalling

PhumlanibecauseIneedclosurefromhimtoo

Mnqobi:Nothere'snoneedforthat,I'msorry

ItookoutmyphoneanddialedPhumlani,I'm

boilingnotknowinghowtoactthrewmeoff

becauseIknowwhatI'mdoingisnotlogicalbuthe

mustknowI'mnotaplayground,Iwilldealwith

Pamelalater.Phumlanianswered,hissleepyvoice

isstillscratchy.

Phumlani:yinikodwaFufu?Didyoucheckthetime?

Me:canwemeet?

Phumlani:why?



Me:tomorrowIwillsendyoutheaddress

Hesnatchedmyphoneandsmasheditagainstthe

wall

Mnqobi:whatthefuckiswrongwithyou

Me:youjustlikeallofthem,youarecheater,you

don'tdeservemylove,Infactit'soverMnqobiand

thefuckingweddingisoffnxa

Ipackedafewclothes…

Mnqobi:I'msorryMabhengupleasedon'tgo

Me:leavemealone



Mnqobi:Isweartoyouthatitwillneverhappen

again

Me:truebecauseIwon'tstay,lookatyouryoung

brothers,theyaremorematuredthenyou,I'mout

nxa

Mnqobi:youcan'tdrivelikethis,youaredrunk

Me:Fuckyou

I'msuddenlyfeelingnauseas,Irantovomitinthe

bathroomleavingamessonthefloor,damntoo

muchwine.IrinsemymouthwhenI'mdoneleaving

themessforhimtoclean.Igrabmybagandrun

downthestairs,assoonasIarriveatthedoorIfeel

lightheaded,theenergyinmybodywasslowly

leavingme,Ifloppeddowntheflooranditwas

lightsout.



_______

Mnqobi

Iranafterher,shecan'tleavemenotbecauseof

Pamela,Idon'tevenloveher.OKfineIwasacting

funnytowardsherandit'sbecauseofwhat

happenedbetweenPamandIbutmyheartbelongs

toher,Igetsocrosswhenshenagsandquestions

mebecauseoftheguilt.Myheartskippedabeat

whenIseeherlyingonthefloor,I'mcrouchedto

herlevellookingforapulseandthankfullyit'sthere,

Iscoopedherupandheadstraighttothecar.Idial

Pamela.

Pam:Mnqo

Me:stayawayfrommeuyangizwa?



Pam:ohcomeon,IsaidI'msorry

Me:ifyoufallpregnantPamela,Iwillmakeyou

wishyounevermetme,Ihateyou

Pam:relaxdon'tactlikeyoudidn'tenjoyit

Me:enjoywhat?Thatgraveyardyoucallavagina

mxm

Pam:Mnqobihowdareyou?

Me:yourproblemisyouthinkyouallthat,Ilove

FuthiandIwillmarryher,nomatterhowmany

timesyoudrugandforceyourselfonme.Itmeans

nothing

Pam:Fuckyou



Me:Fuckyoubitch,bothways

Pam:yougoingtoregretthis

Me:bringiton

IhungupandmessagedNtsikatokeephiseyeson

hernx.Inacoupleofminutesilbeatthehospital.
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Mnqobi

Enhle:"whatdidyoudotwin?"shesaidconcerned

Mnqobi:ImessedupEnhle,it'sPamela

Enhle:inithaniuyadlala(tellmeyoujoking),you

willnotbreakFuthi'sheartforthatharlot

Mnqobi:toolateforthat,IhatePamelasomuch,I

regretevermeetingher.

Enhle:youbetterfixthis,she'sbreathingfirein

there,Ihaveneverseenhersomadbutwehave

sentalltesttothelabthoughIthinkit'salcohol

poisoning

Mnqobi:willshebeokay?



Enhle:"yes,justgohomeandbringherfoodanda

changeofclothes",Inodded

****

UponmyarrivalIseePamela'scarparkedoutside,

whichmeansshe'sinside,Imadeamentalnoteto

changemycodesandlocks.Shecan'tgoandcome

asshepleases,thisisFuthispacenow,shelost

thatthedayshekilledmybaby.Istormedinfinding

hersippingFuthi'swine,myangerescalated,I

yankedthatglassoffherhandgrabbingthebottle

ofwineaswell,Iputitbackwhereitbelongs.WhenI

turnshe'sstandingtheresmilingatme,I'mfighting

theurgetoslapher.

Me:ufunanilana?

Pam:I'mheretotalk



Me:PamelaI'msayingthisforthelasttime,We

havenothingtotalkabout,NOTHING.I'mbegging

youtopleaseleavemealone,leaveFuthialone.

Pam:soyoureallyovermeMnqobi,afterallthose

years?

Me:eishyaziunescefewena(youareannoying),

awuhambela(justgo).IaminlovewithNtombifuthi,

Ifelloutoflovewithyoualongtimeago

Pam:thenwhydidyoumeetmeonMondayand

Thursday

Me:Ithoughtyouwillfinallygivemetheclosure

thatIneeded,Iwantedyoutotellmewhyyou

choosetoabortmychildbecausebackthenIwas

tooangrytolisten.



Pam:"ormaybeyouwantedtohavemeforthelast

timebeforeyoucomit",shesmirkedcomingcloser

Ipushedsohardthatshelandedonherbums.

Me:inyourdreamsbitch,I'mnotdonewithyou.

Pam:"howdareyou?ForyourinformationMr

MpungoseIwasneverpregnant,Ijustdidthatfor

attention.Youaretooslow,wedated3fuckinglong

yearswithnoringnortalksofmarriage,Iwas

gettingtiredandIhaveavideoofyoumoaning

undermeonThursdaynight",yesIdruggedbutyou

enjoyedit.

Me:whyareyoudoingthis?

Pam:Iwantyoutoleavethatnobodyratyou



draggedoutfromthebundusandstartalifewith

me

Me:"ini?",Ilaughedsohardtoherannoyance

Pam:sharethejoke

Me:youPamela,youblackmailingme?Andyou

callingmywomanarat?AratisYOU,Futhihas

moreclassthanyou.Aratisyoutryingtostealme

awayfromherbybeingsneakybutreadmylipsIT

WON'TWORK.

Pam:weshallsee

Me:hambanx,Ipushedherout

IquicklydialedNtsikapanicking.



Ntsika:bafo

Me:pleasehackPamela'sphone,anddelete

whatevervideoshehasofme,everything.She

wantstosendthemtoFuthi

Ntsika:OKgivemeasec…justcallherandhavea

conversationforatleast30minutes,meanwhileI

willbewipingeverythinginthebackground

Me:ok

________

Pamela

I'mdrivingbackhomeandI'msohurt,IknowI'm



goingaboutthisthewrongwaybutIstilllove

Mnqobisomuchthatitwoundsme.Anyonecan

dealwithvictorybutonlythemightycanbear

defeat,I'mtakingmyseatonthisoneit'spointless,

hehatesmeIcouldseeitinhiseyes.Myphone

ringsargh,shebetternotgivemealectureabout

myfailedmission.

Me:girl

Her:and?

Me:Ifailed,I'mdone

Her:excuseme?

Me:yesAmberI'mdonewiththisridiculousness,I

messedupmychancewithMnqobialongtimeago,

itwasdelusionalofmethinkingwecouldtakeoff



whereitended.

Amber:nononoPamelalisten,Mnqobilovesyou,

youyoujustneedtogetridofher,yesyeslet'sget

ridofher

Hereshegoesagain,Irollmyeyesinwardly.

Me:NoI'moutofthis,Ihavesubjectedmyselfto

toomuchhumiliationandneglection.Ican'thandle

anymore,I'mgoingbackhome

Amber:notsofastprincess,wearegoingtofinish

whatwestartedorI'mgoingtotell

Me:ohcomeon,tellwhonow?

Amber:Idon'tknowmaybetellMnqobithatyouand



Thamiabductedmefromtheloonybinand

manipulatedmeintocapturingtheirbeloved

girlfriends,orIcouldtellRangothatyouhavebeen

interferingwithhisplansbygoingafterMnqobi,

riskinghimbeingfound.

Me:youwouldn'tdare

Amber:youchoose,remembereveryonethinksI'm

craycraybutyouontheotherhandncncnc,you

willdieinjailgirlie…WhileIeatseveralcolorsinthe

loonybin

Me:whatdoyouwantAmber?

Amber:carryonputtingfuelinthefireonMnqobi

andFuthi

Me:youarecrazylikeliterally,Idon'tknowhowthat



benefitsyou

Amber:Iwilltakethatasacomplimentbutsoon

youwillfindout

Shehungup.Tearsjuststreameddownmyfaceas

IregreteverysingledecisionImaderecently,Iwas

perfectlyfinebutlookwhereIamnow.Ishouldn't

haveagreedtotheseridiculousplots,itbafflesme

howIendedupwithtwonutcasesatonce.Mnqobi

iscallingme?Iwonderwhyafterourlittle

altercation.

Me:Mnqobi

Mnqobi:Pamela

Me:yes



Mnqobi:whydidyoutakeavideo?Irollmyeyes

becauseidon'tactuallyhaveavideo,Iwasjust

scaringhim

Me:just

Mnqobi:whateverhappenedtoyou?

Me:whydoyoucarehuh?Noonecareaboutme,

evenmyownfamily.

Ibreakdown,likegenuinelycrashednotfor

sympathywhatsoeverbutreallycriedinanguish.

Mnqobi:I'msorryaboutthatbutwhatyoudidis

wrong,youdon'tgoaroundmessingpeopleslives

likethat.



Me:doesitlooklikeIcareMnqobi?Noonecares

forme,wheredoyouthinkIwillgettheheartto

careforsomeoneelse

Mnqobi:IseeI'mwastingmytime,bye

Me:Mnqobiwait…I

tututututhelinewentdead,thatwasratherabrupt.

_________

ATTHEHOSPITAL

Ntombicameinrunningaftersheheardthenews,

shewaspantingasshemadeherwaytotheward,

Futhiwasawfullyquieteveryonewaswalkingon

eggshellsaround,evenEnhle.



Ntombi:Ntombazaneyami(mydaughter)talktome

Futhi:"hecheatedma,Idon'twanthimanymore",

shewascryinghystericallyinNtombi'sarms

Ntombi:ohhellno,hemustneverreliveSizwe’s

mistakesbecauseIwillfloghisbighead..

Futhi:Idon'teverwanttoseehisbigheadever

againma

Ntombi:youcancomehomemybabyandIwilllook

afteryou

Futhi:thankyou

Ntombi:Ibroughtyoufood



Futhi:pleaselordletitbespicy

Ntombi:it'scurrybutit'smildIwasn'tsure

Futhi:aslongasit'sspicyI'mgood

Ntombi:mmmmh

Enhlewalkedintappingonherclipboard,looking

rathernervous.

Ntombi:soDrZunguwhatiswrongwithme?

Enhle:well…it'snotalcoholpoisoningandbythe

waywewillhavetodrainoutallthatalcoholinyour

systembecause….youarepregnant



Ntombisquealedinexcitement…

Futhi:really,ohwow

Ntombi:don'tworry,wearehere

Sheexcusedherself…

*****

Shedialedanumberonhercellphonefuriously

Ntombi:yeyiwenakhandaelikhulu(heyyou,youbig

head),youpieceoftrash,howcouldyouhurtFuthi

likethis?,youthinkthisisfunny,playingwitha

womansfeelingslikethis?Didyouforgetwhatyour

fatherputmethrough?



Mnqobi:maI'msorry,howcanIforget?Iwill

explain

Ntombi:I'msodisappointedinyouMnqobinxa

yazi…whodidyoucheatwith?

Mnqobi:Idon'tevenconsideritcheatingtherewere

noemotionsinvolvedbutit'sPamela

Ntombi:Mariaocwebileyoangizwangaumoya?

(motherofJesuswhatdidyousay?)Didyousay

Pamela?Thesameonewhoabortedyourchild

Mnqobi:canyoubelieveitmom,therewasnobaby

Ntombi:justwhenIthoughtIhavehearditall

Mnqobi:Ihatehersomuch



Ntombi:Futhiismovinginnami

Mnqobi:noit'sokay,Iwillmoveout...atleastshe

willhaveMasabatha

Ntombi:"anywaycongratulationsson",shehungup

beforeshecouldaskforwhat

******

Unknowndestination

Voice1:ngekenjengekeInganeyalelaphixiphixi

izolotsholwalayikhayaangeke(ayNEVERachild

ofthattraitorgettmarriedhereno)

Voice2:awukahleDelisile,thewayyouarefighting



asifyouknowNtombifuthi

Voice3:exactly,Idon'tevenknowwhatyouare

doinghere,thismatterdoesnotneedawoman

Voice1:I'mnotgoinganywhere,thisismyfather's

house,Iwanttoknowwhat'sgoingon

Voice2:wearehostingNtombifuthi'snegotiations

nextmonthandweshouldallbeinourbest

behavior

Voice3:yes,thisisFuthi'shomesheshouldfeel

welcomeandloved

Voice1:afteralltheseyears,she'sappearingfrom

nowhereflashingaweddinginourface



Voice2:ifIdidn'tknowIwouldsayit'sjealousythat

isreigningonyourightnow,justbecauseyouareat

homewiththreechildrenofdifferentdadsdoesn't

meanyoushouldenvythepoorgirl

Delisileflaredhernoseinangerasshestormedout

thehouse.

Kuzonukaumswane(shitwillhitthefan),Iwill

destroythosebloodynegotiations….IamDelisile

BhengunotafongKong.
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Mnqobi

Ihavebeenlivingwithmygrandparentsfortwo

weeksnowbecausemomanddaddon'twantto

sheltermeafterwhathappenedbetweenFuthiandI.

I'vechangedthelocksandcodesbeforemovingout,

justincasePamelathinksshecanwaltzinandout



myapartmentasshepleases.Nooneknowsthis

butIhavebeencryingmyselftosleepshouldthis

bepermanent,Ican'thaveherhatemelikethis,she

doesn'tevenanswercalls.

Ihavesentflowers,chocolatesbutnothing.I

literallylostweight,Iletmyfacialhairtorunwild,I

looklikeanightmare.I'mdrivingtotheapartment

becauseshehassummonedmetocomefixsome

lightsthataregivingherproblems,notevena"hi

Mnqobi","howareyou"butaveryrude"comeand

fixthebloodylights"Yooh,I'mexcitedthoughthatI

willbeinherpresenceonceagain,Imissher.

Myphonerings,it'sNtsikahehasaleadonRango,

apparentlyheisMelusiSane'sboyfriend,Ican't

believehisbeenrightunderournosesallthiswhile.

Me:bafo



Ntsika:bafoyouwon'tbelievethis

Me:what?

Ntsika:PamelaisunderRango'sprotection

Me:"thatbitch…I'mgoingtoo"…hecutmeshort

Ntsika:there'smore

Me:khulumandoda(talkman)

Ntsika:Pamelagotgunneddown3nightsago…

She'sdead

Me:Oh,I'mnotsopleasedaboutthatbecauseI

wantedtodoitmyself



Ntsika:ya

Me:what?

Ntsika:"uhmnothingwewilltalksomemorelater",

hehungupasIpullupthedriveway.

AsIwalkinIfeelapangofpain,knowingI'mthe

reasonofthiscoldnessI'mfeelinginthisplace,it's

dimanduntidy,there'stakeoutbagsscatteredon

thecoffeetable.Thisisunlikeher,she'saneat

freakandnevereatsintheloungearea,Istarted

tidyingup,itwentonuntilIcleanedthewhole

house.

Ithenwalkedupstairstoourroomandthereshe

wassnoring,Ichuckledshemustbetired.Istarted

cleaningtheroomquietlycarefulnottowakeherup,

Iopenedupsomewindowsandtookthelaundry



downstairs,bythetimeI'mdoneI'mexhausted.I

findmyselfcookinginthekitchen,finallywhenI'm

doneIgettheladdertocheckonthelightsand

everythingseemtobeworkingperfectly,Iseeher

walkingslowlydownthestairs,atleastshetooka

shower.

Me:hellosleepingbeauty

Futhi:whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:"fixingthelights",Idramaticallypointtothe

lights

Futhi:there'snothingwrongwiththelights

Me:Ifigured…UnjaniIsaidclimbingdownthe

ladder



Futhi:wenaUmaucabanganginjani?Mxmnginje

sheshakesherbumsandmadeherwaytothe

kitchen,daaaamnokay(howdoyouthinkI'm

doing?,I'mlikethis)

IfollowedhertothekitchenandIfoundheralready

dishingthefoodthatIcooked.

Futhi:didyouputspices?

Me:yesIdidbutyoucanaddsomehotsauceifyou

wantmoreflames

Futhi:Ihatethatsh!t

Me:sincewhen

Futhi:it'snoneofyourbusiness



Me:okay,whereisMasabatha?

Futhi:angithiunendoda,usendodeniyakhe(she's

gotamanisn't,wellshewenttoherman)

Me:oh

Futhi:whydidyoubeatmypotentialboyfriendlast

week?Henevercalledmeagain

Me:andIwilldoitoverandoveragain

Futhi:mxmyousuchabore,soIcannotdate?We

brokeupMpungose

Me:that'sallinthatheadofyours



Futhi:pleasepassmethepeanutbutter

IdidandIwatchedhersmearingitalloverthe

pasta,mindyouit'shersecondhelping.

Me:Mabhenguwhatareyoudoing

Futhi:leavemealoneshestartscrying,

Me:whatisgoingonwithyou?

Futhi:ngikhumbulaumah(Imissmymom),Iwant

mybabieshere,Ipulledherintomyembrace

Me:"thekidswillbebackthisweekend,Iwillbring

themassoonastheycomebackfromcamp",she

nodded



Futhi:ImissyoubutIhateyou

Me:IknowandI'msorry,Ineverintendedtohurt

you,Ishouldn'thavegonethere.Shedruggedme

andforcedherselfonme,Ipromiseyoutherewas

noemotioninvolved.

Futhi:Iknow

Me:how?

Futhi:sheconfessed

Me:OhOK…she'sdead

Futhi:mmmh

Okay,shedidn'tevenreact,Iguessshe'sasrelieved



asIam.

Me:shouldIstillsendmyfather'sendofthemonth?

MyheartispoundingasIawaitheranswer,ifit'sa

no,Idon'tknowwhatIwilldo.

Futhi:duh,youthinkIwentthroughallthattrouble,

gettingmyunclesonboardtocancel,hellno.That

doesn'tmeanyouoffthehook,I'mstillmadthat

youtreatedmeliketrashbecauseofyourownguilt.

Me:thankyousthandwasamiandI'msorry

Futhi:Ohandmyuncleswantalivecowfor

damages

Me:damagesfor?



Futhi:forknockingmeupsilly

Me:"what?",IstoodupslowlynotbelievingwhatI

justheard.

Futhi:ungimithisilelwabishi(youmademe

pregnantyourubbish),

Me:"areyouserious?"

Mytearsarestreaming,IwasstartingtothinkI'm

cursed,threeyearswithFuthiandnothing,then

Pameladisclosedthatshewasneverpregnantafter

anotherthreeyearstogether.MylipsquiveredandI

burymyselfinherthighs,Ikeptkissinghertummy.

Me:ThankyouMabhengu,youcan'tbehereby

yourself.I'mmovingbackin



Futhi:"NobutI",icuthershort

Me:nobuts,Ineedtobehereforyouandthebaby,

youhavepunishedmeenough,Ihavelearntmy

lesson.

Futhi:I'mgoingonadatetomorrow

Me:idateyokunukayini?Hambauzobona(datemy

foot,goandyouwillsee)

________

Nontsikelelo

IwaslyingonYanda'schestsmilingfromeartoear,

Ifalldeeperinloveeverysingleday,hehas



introducedmetoeveryoneinthefamilyandit's

great.Ihaven'tbeentothegirlsSpadatesandwhat

notbecauseofmyhecticworkschedule,that'swhy

I'mecstatictostartmyleavesoIcanbondwiththe

family.Ican'twaittoquitmyjobbecauseIfeelso

unworthyofmytitle,thedirtydeedsIhave

committedthusfararesickening,revoltingevenbut

Idon'tregretathing.

IhavefullymovedinwithLiyandabutmyfamily

hasnoclueandfranklyIdon'tgiveadamn,Ihave

livedmylifetryingtopleaseeveryone,theynever

callmeunlesstheyneedmoney.Thishappyplace

hereisformeandIdon'twanttoshareit,noone

willtakeitawayfromme.Whenmydadpassedon,

hehadbeenworkingforthistruckingcompanyfor

years,hewouldgoformonthscrossingbordersand

comehomeforaweekorjusttheweekend.

TillthisdayIdon'thowmymomcopedallthose

years,shewouldrunthehousewithease,mydad



wouldsendmoneyregularlyforourkeep.Things

becameworsewhenmymomfellill,shewas

shrinkingonherbed,onlytofindoutshewasHIV

andAIDS,allthoseyearsmydadwassleepingwith

everyTomDickandHarrywithoutprotection,how

selfish.Witholdagehisownhealthstarted

deteriorating,hestayedathomeforacoupleof

monthsuntilhecouldn'tholdonanymore.

Whenhediedmymombecameangry,sheusedto

takeitalloutonus,IhaddreamsofbeingonTVnot

necessarilyactingbutshowbiz,Iwantedtostudya

courseineventmanagement,Itwasonlyforayear

butmymomplainrefusedsayingshedoesn'thave

money.IcriedmyselftosleepthatnightbecauseI

knewverywellthatallmyfather'spoliciespaidoff,

onedayIheardhertalkingtoherneighborthatshe

hasfixedsomemoneyinthebankforrainydays,

myheartbrokeintoamillionpieces.

Iwatchedasmymateshoppedontobusesgoingto



campus,Isatathomedoingchoresandlooking

aftermysiblings.Iwatchedherextendedherhouse,

sheevenfencedit,itwasbeautifulIwon'tlie,she

thenfilleditupwithbrandnewfurniture,everyone

inthevillagetalkedaboutourhouse.Iaskedher

againjusttryingmyluckbutshebeatmeupand

toldmeshe'sspendingherhusbandsmoney.

Ilearnttokeepmymouthshutfromthatday,luckily

oneofmyfriendssentalinkonmyphoneaboutthe

SAPShiring,Ifilleduptheformsandthat'swhyI'm

here.ItoldmyselfIwillworkhard,Ilearntnottorely

onanyonebutNontsikelelo.Liyandapulledme

awayfrommythoughtsbyscoopingmeup

Me:"heyputmedown",Iscreamed

Yanda:yougoingtobelateforwork

Me:doIhavetogo?



Yanda:"no",hesaidrollinghiseyes

Me:justonemoremonthbaby

Yanda:it'snowabrokenrecord,ifyouwanttoslave

forthegovernmentbemyguestbutdon'teversayI

didn'ttakecareofyou

Me:youknowIappreciateyou

Yanda:Iwantyoutolistentome

Me:thisisthelastmonthIpromise

Yanda:mxm



Me:pleasemakemebreakfast,Iwillbequick

Yanda:uyanyaI'mout,seeyoulater

Me:notevenakiss…Liyandaaa

Igiggledatthat,heissobluntandrooted.Every

nowandthenhewillservemebreakfastinbedand

offertocookbuthemakessurethatIdon'tgetused

toitbecausewomantakeadvantageandstart

thinkingtheywearthepantsinarelationship,heis

havingnoneofthat,typicalZuluman.

_______

Masabatha

IyawnasIslidoutofbed,Icheckthetimeandit's



10am,Igaspedandrushedintothebathroomto

cleanmyself.IhavebeenlazyandtiredsoNkosana

askedmetospendtimewithhimuntilheknowsfor

surewhatisgoingon.IgetdownstairsandIsee

yummybreakfastcallingmyname,Ibriskwalked

towardsthekitchenandthrewapieceofbaconin

mymouthbeforeIcouldsit

Nkosa:goodmorningdynamite

Me:morningbabe,whydidn'tyouwakemeup

Nkosa:yousoundedtired,thatsnorechasedmeout

oftheroom.

Me:Idon'tsnore

Nkosa:"yesyoudo,youalwaysdenythings.First

youdeniedthatyoudroolwhenasleep,Ihadto



proveitwithpictures",Irollmyeyes

Nkosa:angiyifuninjaloleyontoyakho

yokungikweqelaamehlo,iyeke(Idon'tlikethisthing

ofrollingyoureyesatme,stopit)

JustwhenIwasabouttodoitagain

subconsciouslyIrememberedhowhefvckedme

lastnightbecauseIsaidnxtohim,yohmypoor

cookie.

Me:Ican'tcontrolitbabe,it'sanexpression

Nkosa:weshallsee

Isighedandattackedthefoodaroundthetable,

silenceengulfedus.



Me:talkI'mlistening

Nkosa:Iheardyouchasedyourmomoutwhenshe

cametoseeyou?

Me:Idon'twanttotalktoher

Nkosa:Iwillnottoleratesuchbehaviorfrommygirl

uyangizwa?(youhearme)Idon'tcarewhatyour

momdidbutyouwillstillshowrespectaylodoti

owenzayo(notthisnonsenseyouaredoing)

Me:"yousayingthisbecauseyoudon'tknow",I

startedcrying

Nkosa:thentellme

Me:"shemaybemymombutshereallybrokeme



and…and….and",Icouldn'tholdthemback

anymoreasmylipsstartedquivering,Iletitallout.

Nkosa:I'msorrymylove,youneedtotalkaboutit

andI'mhereforyou.

______

Nandi

Me:IjustgotoffthephonewithmaNtombiandshe

advisedIprayaboutallofmydreams,sheis

worriedthattheyareshowingmethepastandthe

future

Ntsika:thenyoumustdojustthat,Ihavebeen

feelingverywierdlatelyaswell,everytimeIclosemy

eyesIcanhearlionsroaringandthenIstartto

sweat



Me:yeahevenatnightyousweatalot,Ithought

maybeyoucomingdownwithfluorsomething

Ntsika:yea,whenithappensiffeelssoreal

Me:andthenthere'smydadputtingsomuch

pressureforthiswedding

Ntsika:let'sjustdoitDiamante,it'snotlikeyou

waitingonsomething

Me:yeah,whendoyouthinkisperfect?

Ntsika:anythingbabe,youcandecide

Me:wellsinceFuthiandNkosazanearealso

engagedIwasthinkingmaybeatriplewedding



Ntsika:ayayayNandi,youwanttodriveuscrazy,

No

Me:hawupleasebabakhe

Ntsika:NomaZuluandthat'sfinal

Thenthebuzzerwentoff,Ididn'tgetitbecauseI

wasalreadysulking.

Ntsika:areyouexpectingsomeone?

Me:No

Hewentandgotthedoor,afterafewminutesthe

newmanagerattheSpacamein,Iactuallydon't

likehershe'sgotattitude.



Ntsika:shesaidshe'sheretoseeyou

Me:Ohhi,Ilookedathersurprised

Lungi:hi

Me:"comethrough",Iledhertotheloungearea

Lungi:Ineedyourhelp

Me:"ohkI'mlistening",shekeptonlookingaround

Lungi:youwerereplacedbymeattheSpa,I'm

havingahardtimekeepingcustomers

Me:ifyoucouldsmileoftenandstopbeing



judgemental,youwilldojustfine

Lungi:OhOK,Iwillfixthat

Me:dropthatattitudewhileatit

Lungi:geeshkeepthemcoming,shesaidconvicted

Ntsikacameandkissedme

Ntsika:"Iwillbeupstairs",don'ttaketoolong

AssoonasNtsikadissappeared,Lungileanedin

closer.

Lungi:"howdidyoupullitoff?",sheasked

inquisitively



Me:excuseme?

Lungi:comeonwhyareyousostuckup

Me:doyouhaveanymorequestions?

Lungi:uhmno

Me:thenseeyouaround

Sheleftwithatailbetweenherlegsnx

***

IwentupstairsandfoundNtsikagluedtohislaptop



Me:didItakelong?

Ntsika:issheyourfriend?

Me:no

Ntsika:Idon'twantherinmyhouseeveragain

Me:OhOK,howdidsheknowweliveherevele?

Ntsika:shewassenttodropoffsomeherbsfrom

maZinhle

Me:OhOK,don'tworryIdon'tlikehertoo

Ntsika:I'mserious,Idon'teverwanttoseeherhere



Me:yessir
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THEREIGNOFTHELION

[narrated]

Alionis,large,powerful,goodlooking,compelling,



courageous,tyrannical,thekingofbeasts.

Energeticandstrong,herespectsstrengthinothers

andhasnoroomforincompetenceandsubtlety,

Ingonyamaiswise,fairmindedandalways

acquittedtosolvedisputesamongothers.

Manymanymoonsagoitwassaid"thereignofthe

lionwillsurelycometopast,onewayortheother",

andwhenIngonyamaroars,theearthwilltremble,

theweakwillflee,sinnersspineswillchill,andits

peoplewillsingsongsofpraisesastheyworship

theirking.Thiswasmorethanjustaprophecybuta

promise.

ItallstartedwithanoblemannamedNkosiyabo

Khoza,hewasstrong,handsome,hardworking,

determinedbutaveryquietman.Peopleoften

mistakenhimforbeingshyorweakbuthewas

neither,hewasjustobservantandhechoosenotto

speakmuchbecauseonlyfoolsruntheirmouths,

onlyfoolswantedtohaveasayineverythingbuta



wisemanlistenedmoreandspokeless,helistens

tounderstandnottoanswerandmenwhowould

runtheirmouthsingatheringsandmeetingsgutted

himout.

Thevillageswerechaotic,therewasnoorder,no

directiontheylackedleadershipsotherefore

familiesstartedfightingtotakecontrol,theywas

bloodspiltandhousessetalit,countlessinnocent

womanandchildrenlosttheirlivesinthehandsof

theruthlessmenwhohadnoremorse,thiswenton

forawhile.TheZulu'sandtheKhoza’swerethe

onlyfamilynotinvolvedinthisnonsenseofcharade,

menwerecreatedtoprotect,provideandleadnot

infiltratefearandpaintothevulnerable.

Theydecidedtocomeupwithaquestthatwould

challengethemeninthevillages,whosoeverwins

willbethefirstrulerofthekingdom,theyknewhow

greedyforpowerthesemenwereatleasttheycan

focusalltheirenergyintothisandgivethewoman



andchildrenabreak.Allthepotentialleadershadto

undergoanoathledbyapowerfulhealer,theoath

wasbinding,itcouldn'tbebrokenandifyoutryto

swerveawayfromittherippleeffectwillonlyhit

harder.

Themenweresenttothewildmountainsfordays

tosurvivesolelyontheirownknowledge,they

wouldfindwaterandfoodforthemselves.The

questwaswhoeverkillsthelionwillrule,themen

thoughtitwasabsurdforthehealertoexpectsuch

ofthembutagreedtogoknowingverywellthatno

onewillbeabletoexecutethis,thebeastwasbig,

stronganddeadly.Manymenfellontheirwayfrom

hungeranddehydration,unfortunatelyitwasevery

menforthemselves.

Thiswentonfordaysuntilonlyfivefamilieswere

represented,itwastheKhoza’s,theZulu's,the

Nkomo's,theCele'sandtheNgcobo's.Thequest

wasnowmorebearablewithonlyafewmenin



sight,theallstayedclearineachotherway,while

themenweretakinganapthewasasudden

crunchingsoundNkosiyabo'sintuitionwasterrific,

hewasonhisfeetwithhissharpspearthathe

personallymadehimself,hequicklyscanned

aroundandhespottedit,"INGONYAMA".

Thelionhasalreadymarkedit'sprey,itwasgoing

straighttoZulu,hewasstuckinonepositionready

tobedevoured,healreadywethimselfcountless

times.JustwhenitwasabouttopounceonZulua

flyingspearinspeedofalightningdugdeepinto

thelionsneck,Zuluranforhisdearlifetheother

menfollowed.Nkosiyabofoughtwiththelion

comingoutvictorioussinceitwasalreadyweak

fromthespearalreadystuckonitsneckbutabig

scratchfromthelionsclawswasvisiblytattooedon

Nkosiyabo'sback.

Theothermenweretakenabackwiththisparticular

man'sstrengthandbravery,butthenjealousy



creeptintotheirheartslikeathiefatnight,they

couldn'tbringthemselvestopraiseNkosiyabo'snor

thankhimforsavingtheirlivesbecausetheyknew

exactlywhatthismeans.Zuluwasawfullyquiet

stealingglancesatKhozawhiletheyseatedaround

thefireinengulfedsilence,suddenlyNkosiyabo

startedsweatingandshivering,hehitthefloorasif

hewashavingaseizure,themengatheredaround

himpanicked,hestartedgrowlinglikeananimal,

theysteppedbackthenheletoutabigroarjustlike

thelionhekilledearlieron.Hethenwent

unconscious,themenwerearguingonwhatthey

needtodonext,somesuggestedtheyreturnedto

thevillagessoNkosiyabocangetthehelpthathe

needsbutZulucameupwithanevenbetteridea.

Zulu:"let'skillhim",theothersgaspedinshock

Nkomo:why?Heisourkingpluswewentunderan

oath,Idon'twanttodie



Zulu:wewon't,wewillsayhewaskilledbythelion

andwekilledittogetherandwethinkit'sagreat

ideatodividethekingdominto4

Ngcobo:Ilikethatidea,inthatwayweallgetwhat

wewant

Nkomo:thepathisbindingmadoda

Cele:youaresuchacowardNkomo,wecangeta

witchdoctertoupliftthebloodoathandweanfire

thehealer.

Nkomo:ifyouputitthatwaythen.

Thefourmentookturnsindiggingtheirspearinto

Nkosiyabokillinghiminthemostgruesomeway.

Asagreedtheywentbacktothevillageswiththe

lionsheadasevidenceoftheirvictoryandnarrated



thetwistofastory,familiesweptfortheirfathers

andwivesweptfortheirhusbands.Theydidgoto

thewitchdocterwholiftedthebloodoathbuttold

themit'stemporaryandthattheywillhavetorevive

themuthionceeveryyearfortherestoftheirlives,

thisseemedeasyforthemen.

Thehealersawrightthroughthem,hewarnedthem

ofthedangerstocome.Hetoldthemthattheir

reignwillbecursedwithevilwitchesthatwillruin

andkilltheiroffsprings,theirheirswilldielike

headlesschicken,andiftheydoliveadarkcloud

withbeafloatabovethem.Theirkingdomswilldie

offeminecausedbylonglastingdroughts,thiswill

betheirlivesuntiltherightfulownerstakeupthe

thrones.Themengotangry,theywerelivid

accusingtheoldmanofcursingthem,theykilled

himincoldbloodbuthislastwordsconvictedthem

temporarily"umbusoweNgonyamauyonivukela

kuyobaukufakwenu"(thereignofthelionwillrise

andthatwillbethedeathofyou).



Lifewenton,theKingdomweredividedintofour

andeachkingdomhaditsownchiefandappointed

chiefpriestandpriestess.Thentheirkilled

Nkosiyabo'sfamilyincludingchildren,thesethis

homealitbutoneofhissonwasnothomethatday,

hehadvisitedhisfriendwholivedinafarmfurther

fromthevillage,uponhisarrivalanoldwoman

pulledhisearandtoldhimtorunandneverlook

back,Ntsikayomuziranasfastashislittlefeet

couldcarryhimandastoldheneverlookedback.

Hegrewupinthefarmuntilhewasbigenoughto

workforhimself,hisbestfriendpastonintheyears,

hehadnocompanionshiptillhemetabeautifulgirl

namedNoziphoNomandlaMhlongo,theywere

inseparable.Theygotmarriedandrelocatedin

Pietermaritzburg"Kwaswayimane",Godblessed

themwithfivebeautifulchildren,itwouldbesixif

theydidn'tloseNkosioneofthetwins.

________



PRESENTTIMES

Ntsikawasdeepinhissleeplikeanyothernight

withNandidrapedbyhisstrongarmswhenhe

startedsweatingandquivering.Hewasconvulsing

Nandi'sdoctorinstinctkickedinquickwhenshe

decidedtocalltheambulancebutthenaloudroar

startledher,shedroppedthephoneonthefloorand

screamedbutafteracoupleofminutesNtsika's

enchantmentdieddown,Nandiranuptohim

checkinghispulse,itwasthereandverystrongbut

histemperaturewasskyrocketing,sheranintoher

medicalboxandcameoutwithmedication.

Ntsika:"I'mfine",hesaidinhoarsescratchyweak

voice

Nandi:"Ntsikalookatme",sheslightlyslappedhim

sohedoesn'tclosehiseyes,"ElPilarlookatme



baby,staywithme"

Ntsika:Ineedwater,hesaidagainweakly

Nandirantothecornerwheretheykepttheirbar

fridgeandgrabbedabottle,sheopeneditforhimto

drinkandhegulpeditinonego.Nandipulledhim

intoahug.

Nandi:youscaredme

Ntsika:pleasedon'ttellanyoneaboutthisuntilI

figureditout

Nandi:youwereroaringlikealionEl

Ntsika:IknowandIhavebeenseeinglionsinmy

sleeptoo,IthinkI'mpossessed,maybemaNtombi



canprayforme

Nandi:yeah,prayershesaidreluctantly,freakedout

ofhissuddenchanges

Ntsikagotupwalkingslowlytowardsthebathroom

Nandi:ohsh!twhatthehellisthatonyourback

Ntsikayomuzi?

Ntsika:what?Iwasinsomuchpainlikesomething

deeplyscarredme

Nandi:There'sawholefrikkinclawmarktattooedin

yourfrikkinbackNtsika,whatthehellisgoingon?

Ntsika:whatareyoutalkingabout?



Herushedtothemirrorsforapeak,Nandiwas

flashingherphonegettingpictures.

Ntsika:sh!t

AcallcamethroughNandi'sphone,itwasherdad.

Nandi:Ndabezitha!It's3am

Chief:"haveyoudecidedonadate?",Heasked

weakly

Nandi:"dad",what'sgoingon?

Chief:Idon'thavemuchtimeleftonEarthandmy

lastwishistowalkyoudowntheaisle.

Nandi:OKdadgivemeonemoremonth,though



youareworryingme

Chief:don'tworrymydaughter,soontheywillbe

light,pleasebringmemygrandson

Nandi:OK,Iloveyoudad

Chief:Iloveyoutoomybaby

Shehungupandsighed…

Nandi:dadisactingwierd

Ntsika:isittheweddingagain?

Nandi:yeahandit'slikehisdyingorsomethingand

hesayshislastwishistowalkmedowntheaisle



Ntsika:babegetonwiththeweddingthen,hecan't

evensleepthinkingaboutit,otherwisehewouldn't

callat3am

Nandi:OKfine

Ntsika:nowgopreparerememberyouhavetogo

withFuthitoPortshepstone

Nandi:andleaveyouherealonelikethis?Never

Ntsika:IwillbefineDiamante

Nandi:NoatleastZaneandMasabathawillbethere,

IwillaskNtsikitojointhem

Ntsika:fine,pleasecomeandcuddlewith,I'm



feelingpeachy

Nandi:ncooomybigbaby,todayIwillcookyoua

feast,whatdoyouwantforbreakfast?

Thecouplewentonwiththeirconversationinthe

weehoursofthemorning,tillNandifeelasleep

againleavingNtsikaalonewithhisthoughts,he

wasfreakedoutbythechangeshisbeenfeelingin

him,hewonderedwhatitmeant,heevenwishedfor

thatmanwhoalwaysappearedandspokeinriddles

tohelphimmakesenseofallofthis.

Ntsika:awholedamntattooonmyback?That's

broaddaylightwitchcraft
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Thegirlswereloadingtheirbagsinthecars,

preparingtoaccompanyFuthitoPortshepstonefor

herlobolanegotiations.Mnqobicameoutfussing

overFuthilikehowhehasbeenthepastcoupleof

days.

Mnqobi:pleaseMabhengudon'tliftathing,letthe

girlsdoeverything,andeatasmuchasyouwant.

Zanewillgiveyouafootscrubwheneveryouneed

one

Futhi:AyMpungosestopthis,I'mpregnantnot

handicappedandI'monlyamonthmanjewena

usuvelewaneHabanje(andyouarejust

exaggeratingnow)



Mnqobiignoredherandturnedfacedthegirls

Mnqobi:"pleasetakecareofherforme,sheloves

spicyfoodnimphekelekenjalo",Futhijustrolledher

eyes

Zane:yebobhutikhululekanjewenasizomnakekela

uMabhengu(relaxmybrotherwewilltakecareif

Mabhengu)

NtsikicameinfollowedbyYanda,hewaspullinga

suitcase.

Ntsiki:amIlate?

Sabatha:notatall,wewerestillgoingthrougha

manualonhowtotakecareofdelicateFuthi



YandagreetedeveryonewhileloadingNtsiki'sbags

inthecar

Zane:itwasgoingtobecompleteifEnhleand

Nandicouldjoinus.

Futhi:evenSane,wearetotallyloosingher

Zane:that'sSaneforyou,shewithdrawsherself

whengoingthroughstuffbutI'msureshewillbe

thereforthelobolaandNandiwillalsocomewith

Ntsika,hisnotwellapparently

Futhi:hehasn'tbeenwellforawhilenow,Iwonder

what'swrong

Ntsiki:probablymanflu,youknowhowthisgender

exaggerates



Masabathacomesbackfrominsidethehousewith

morestashesoffoodfollowedbyNkosana,they

werebusybickering.

Ntsiki:thesetwoareatagain,theyaresocuteIlove

them

Futhi:"waittillyouseeNkaandthisone",pointing

toZane

Zane:wenothingcomparedtoNandiandNtsika,

theyareinseparablealwaysallovereachother,

theywillsubjectyoutolivepornItellyou

Theyallburstedoutlaughing,Yandacameback

fromchattingwithMnqobiandheldNontsikelelo

frombehindplantingkissesonherneckcausing

hertogiggle.Thegirlsnudgedeachotherandin

unisontheysaid"wuuuuuuuuuh",thewayNtsiki



wasblushing,Yandabidfarewellandthengaveher

aspank.

Futhi:andherewethoughtMasabathasnd

Nkosanaareworse

Sabatha:worsewithwhat?

Ntsiki:showingaffectioninpublic?

Sabatha:Nontsikelelo!don'tlistentothem,theyall

doit,nowwherecanIsqueezethisjarof

sourworms

Shewasvigorouslylookingforagaptoslotitin,

Nkosanacamebackoutagainwithacoat.

Nkosa:"dynamite,pleasestopthisnow",hewalked



overtoher

Sabatha:"stayoutofthisHlase",shesaid

dismissively

Nkosa:okayfine,givethejartomeandIwillfinda

placeinthefront,thebootisfull

Sabatha:andwhydidn'tIthinkofthat?

Nkosa:exactly,Idon'tevenknowwhyyouneedso

muchthingsandthesejarsofsweets?,youeven

leftyourcoatandit'scolddownsouth

Sabatha:yesmother

Nkosa:mxmaveudelelaphelawena(youareso

rude)



Sabatha:justletmebe,leavemysweetsalone

Nkosanapretendedtotakethejarinthefrontseat

forherbutthenhesprintedbacktothehousewith

it,youshouldhaveseenMasabatharunningafter

himinherflareminiskirtscreamingNkosana's

name.

Futhi:areweevergoingtoleave?

Theylaughedoncemore

Ntsiki:whosedriving?

Futhi:wearetakingZane'sandmycarbutIdon't

mindifyoudrivemines,I'mtoolazyanyway



Ntsiki:Iwilldrivesinceyoupreggiesandhowdo

youfeel?Yourfamily?

Futhi:honestlyIdon'tknowwhatwewillfindwhen

wearrivethere,Ihaven'tseentheminagessoI

don'tknow,butasforme,I'mecstatic

Ntsiki:aslongasyouarehappy,therestwewill

figureitout

Nkosazaneinterruptedtheconversationbyleaning

inandwhisperingtothegirls...

Zane:whatthehellisshedoinghere?

Theyallturnedrathertoolatebecauseshewas

standingnexttothemwithasuitcasewearingthe

biggestgrineverseen.



Lungi:amIlate?

Zane:lateforwhat?

Lungi:MrsZungusaidIcouldcomewithyougirls

sincetheSpawillbeclosedandIdon'treallyhave

anyonethisside

Ntsiki:"OhOK",shesaidreluctantly

Zane:alittleheadsupwouldbenicebecausethe

bootsarenowfull

Lungi:Idon'tmindsittingwithmyluggageinthe

passengerseat

Zane:OKthen,youwilltravelwithFuthi



ShewalkedawaynotgivingFuthiachanceto

disputeit

Futhi:howniceofyoutocomewewillbeinthiscar

Lungismiled,shemadeherselfcomfortableatthe

backofthecar,Ntsikitookthedriver'sseatand

Futhioccupiedthefrontseat.Zanewaswaiting

impatientlyforMasabatha,clearlygettingthejar

fromNkosanawasamission,afterawhilethey

cameouthandinhandMasabathaholdingthejar

lookingeversoinnocent.

Ntsiki:andthen?

Futhi:Nkosanajustfuckedherbacktosanity

TheylaughedandLungilistenattentivelyasshe

drooledoverNkosanabutquicklysnappedoutofit,



hermissionisNtsikathoughherclitthrobbedwhen

sheheard"fuckedbacktosanity",shewouldn't

mindthatatallthoughshecouldn'tsleepwith

anyonebecausetheportionwillwearoffand

whosoevershesleepswithwillfallheadsover

heelsforher.

Ntsiki:noway,Iguessit'stheKhozawaythen

becauseYandasurefucksmyattitudeoutwhenhis

hadenough

Futhi:weareallvictimsItellyou

Lungi:whereisNandi?

Futhi:she'snotcoming

Lungi:"Oh",soundingratherdissapointed



AfterMasabathafinallysortedherlifeout,thegirls

droveoutfollowedbytheirsecuritydetail.

******

Afteranhourand30minutestheyturnedleftbythe

boardindicatingIzingolweni,shortlytheywere

drivingslowonthegravelroad,theterrainwas

uneven,eventhoughsomeroadsarenowtarred,

there'sstillalongwaytogo.Thecarscameintoa

haltwhenthebumpyridewasover,thegirlsparked

inabigyardwiththreerondavalsandonetworoom

andamuchbiggermainhouse.Youcantellby

starestheyaregettingfromtheneighborsthatit's

probablythefirstcarstoentertheyard,theuncles

cameouttowelcomethegirls.

Zane:hawuFuthijustontheothersideismy

mom'shome,weusedtocomedownonceina

while



Futhi:matoldme,apparentlyyourgogousedtogo

toschoolwithmygogo

Zane:wow,Ijustlovethefreshairinthisplaceits

sorelaxing

Ntsiki:justlikewhenIgotoBizane

Lungi:Ipreferthecitylifethenthis

Masabatha:Iwouldtradethecityanydayforthis

peacerighthere

Theunclescameforthandshookthegirlshands,

theyintroducedthemselvesandthatendedwith

Futhiswimmingintearsbecauseoneoftheuncles

wasasplitimageofherfather.



Futhi:"youlooklikemydad",shefinallysaidwiping

hertears

Uncle1:"apparently,wetookafterourfather",he

exclaimed

Uncle:wewillshowyouaroomyouwillbeusing

thisweekend.

Theyfollowedtheunclestoarondavals,theaunt

specificallyinstructedthattheyusetherondaval

nottheotherrooms,theuncleshesitantlyledthem

in.

Uncle1:wearesorrybutthisisthebestwecoulddo

Futhi:it'sfinethankyou



Theroomwasbigandempty,themustysmell

confirmedthelayersandlayersofdust,the

cobwebsdrapedacrossthethethatchroof.Asif

thatwasenoughtherewereacoupleofoldquilt

mattresses,thestenchofurinewasunmissable.

Zane:"Ohkay",shesaiddefeated

Futhi:Iwoulddiebeforeievenclosemyeyesto

sleepinthisplace

Ntsiki:let'scleanthen

Theywentoutandaskedforcleaningsuppliesand

startedcleaning,ZanecalledMnqobitoorganize

newmattressesandblankets.Theystarteddusted

andsweptbuttheycouldn'tdomuchonthefloor

sinceitneededfreshcowdung(ubulongwe),they

piledthedirtyquiltsinonecornerandrolledoutthe



grassmat(ucansi)andrested.

Lungi:"Ohmygosh,hereIwasthinkingwewillbe

sleepinginaposhplace",shesaiddissaproving

Ntsiki:atleastthere'saroof

Futhi:Ican'tbelieveinalloftheroomstheywould

giveusthisone,butwhatdidIexpectthere'sa

reasonmyfatherchosetodistancehimselffrom

them

Theygotstartledwhentheyheardanannoying

voicescreamingoutside.Oneoftheuncleswas

tryingtostopherfromgoingtothegirlsroombut

failed.

Uncle:awukahleDelisileewu(relaxDelisileewu)



Delisile:whothehelldotheythinktheyareheh?

Shebargedintotherondavalwherethegirlswere

allsquasheduponatinymat.Delisilewasthose

chubbymama'swithaflatass,soimaginewhen

she'supset,pureintimidationItellyou.

Futhi:didwedosomethingwrongaunty?

Delisile:justbecauseyoucameherewithhiredcars,

youthinkyouallthatNtombifuthi?Howdareyou

andfriendsgointomykitchenandusemywater?

Doyouknowhowharditistogetwaterinthis

villagebecauseofthedrought?

Futhi:siyaxolisabesifunaukucleanerlabekuncolile

(wearesorrywejustwantedtoclean,itwasdirty)

Delisile:ofcourseitwasdirty,that'showyourfather



leftit,rightnowIwantyoualltogogrababucket

andfetchwater,fusegmaaanIdon'thavetimefor

modelc,ibhakedeekhandazothi(youmustthe

bucketsonyourheads).Theyallfollowedeach

othertothekitchen.

Lungi:thisissouneccessary,dowehavetodoit?

Ntsiki:yeahwedon'twanttoupsetMarkHenry

backthere,theyalllaughed

Zane:wegoingtodowhatittakestoassurethat

mybrothergetshisMabhengu

Sabatha:Ijustwanttosleep
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Theywerecrunchingthroughthethelonggrass

headedtothelocalwaterpoint,wheretheyweremet

byalotofemptybucketsscatteredcarelessly,the

girlwhowasaskedtoaccompanythemsighed

sadly

Thegirl:amanziaphelile(thewaterisfinished)

Sabatha:weeemayeeeesengihambekangaka

(nooooafterIhavewalkedsomuch)

Lungi:Ididn'tsignupforthisBS

Zanewantedtotellhersobadthatnooneasked

hertocomebutdecidedagainstit.

Thegirl:wecangototheriver?



Ntsiki:youhaiuphambenengoku(nowyouare

crazy),there'ssnakesintheriver

Thegirl:it'seitherthesnakesorMarkHenryshe

giggled,causingeveryonetogiggletoo

Sabatha:justsoyouknowwearenotscaredofher,

wejustrespectingherforFuthi'ssake

Thegirl:andthat'sthewisestthingtodo,she'sa

loudmouthandabully,shecanruinthatwhole

ceremony,letherthinkshe'sincontrol

Futhi:whoareyoutoher?

Thegirl:I'mjustaneighbor,Ilivetwohousesaway

fromher,I'mjustheretohelp,that'swhatwedoin

thisvillage.Ifonefamilyhasaceremony,weall



cometogethertohelp

Futhi:thespiritofUbuntuliveshere

Thegirl:yeah,it'snicetoknowyouarenotalone

Zane:what'syourname?

Thegirl:NethezekoMbutho

Zane:nicetomeetyou,thankyouforhelpingus,

youareverynice.

Theymadetheirwaytotherivercrunchingfurther

intothelonggrass,creatingapathbecauseit

seemedlikenoonecomestothispartofthevillage

anymore.



Lungi:mylegsareitchyfromthegrassscratching

me

Masabatha'sphonerangfinallythere'snetwork

coverage.

Sabatha:"Hlase"shesaidinawhineyvoice

Nkosa:Ihavebeentryingtocallyoubabe,areyou

okay?Wehavearrived

Sabatha:I'mnotokay,aswespeakmylegsare

tiredfromwalking

Nkosa:wherethehellareyougoingvele?

Sabatha:totherivershestartedcrying,MarkHenry

sentustofetchwaterbecausewefinishedher



water,there'snowaterinthetapsnowwegoingto

river,there'ssnakesallaround,thegrassis

scratchyandI'mscaredofspiders

Nkosa:"whoahwhoahMarkHenry?Snakesand

spiders,pleaseputZaneonthephone",shehanded

thephonetoZaneshesatonthegrasscryingand

Futhijoinedher.

Zane:mylove!

Nkosa:what'sgoingonthere?

Zane:Futhi'sauntispunishingusforusingher

water,nowweheadedtotheriverbecause

apparentlyifwedon'tcomebackwithit,shewill

makeourstayunbearable

Nkosa:turnaround,wewillgetwaterforyou,please



givethephonetomygirl

Zane:whatthehelliswrongwithher?

Nkosa:Idon'tknow,justputheronthephone

ZanegaveSabathabackherphone,sheresumeher

crying,LungirolledhereyesandNethejustgiggled

coveringhermouth

Sabatha:Hlase!

Nkosa:it'sokaymydynamite,don'tcry.Iwillbe

thereinafewtobringyouwaterandakiss

Sabatha:"okay",shesaidsmiling

Shehungup…



Ntsiki:And?

Zane:let'sgoback,theguysarecomingtobringus

water

Futhi:thankgoodness

Nethe:thankgoodnessforreal,youaresavedfrom

wakingupat4amtofetchsomemorewater

Ntsiki:thixoemhlenjalo,tshini4am?(Godisgood

always,4am?)

Nethe:yep,theearlybirdgetstheworm,otherwise

youwon'tgetwateratall

*****



Afteragood30minutes,theyenteredthegates

withemptybuckets,theylegslookeddustyand

scratched,Delisilewasthefirsttowelcomethem.

Delisile:andthen?Where'smywater?

Nethe:aphelileamanziethephini(there'snowater

inthetaps)

Delisile:gohelpthegirlspeelthebutternutNethe

becauseclearlyyouareuselesslikeyourmother,

whatdidn'tyoutakethemtotheriverarghaaa.

Nethezekoscurriedawaydroppingthebucket,she

dissappearedintothekitchen

Delisile:let'sseewhatyouwilldrinkandbathwith,

youhaveusedupyourshare."Wena",pointingat



Futhi,youthinkbecausefinallyamandecidedto

takeresponsibilityforthatpregnancyofyours,you

thinkyoubetter.Lalelasisi,weallknowyouliveina

shackinDurbanscruffingforalivingyetyouare

cominghereactinghighandmightymjondolondini.

Thepoormanwhofeltsorryyou,Ibethisalso

strugglinglikeyou

Futhi:stop

Delisile:I'mnotdone,yourfatherthoughthewas

betterthanusbutlooknawewazalelaekhayabuka

nje(yougavebirthoutofwedlock,lookatyou)

atleastmykidsarewelltakencareoff.

Futhi:whydoyouhatemesomuch?

Delisile:werheeeIdon'thateyousisi,I'mstating

facts



Zane:foryouinfomybrotherlovesFuthiandhis

notmarryingherbecauseshe'spregnant,wehave

beenplanningthisforawhilenow

Delisile:"iheee",sheclappedherhands,I'vesaidit,

yourmanisstrugglingshame,shehadtotakea

whiletoplantocomeandpayforacheapgirllike

you

Sabatha:andwenaauntizayouareexpensive?

Ntsikipulledherawayandsignalfortherestto

followher

Delisile:let'sseewhatyouwilleatinthishouse

Sabatha:"wedon'tneedyourfood",shescreamed

whileNtsikipulledheraway



TheyenteredtherondavalandFuthibrokedown,

MasabathaandZanewerefuming.Ntsikiwason

thematrubbingacryingFuthi,whilethetwo

fightingchampionswerepacingupanddown.

Lungi:willyoutwostopdoingthat,youaremaking

medizzy

Sabatha:"shutup",shesaidpointingather

Zane:Idon'tevenseeyouruseherenxa

AfterawhileamessagecamethroughZane's

phone,itwasNkasayingtheyareoutside,shehad

sentalocationtoNkosanaearlier.

Zane:theyarehere



Thegirlsmadetheirwayout,findingDelisile

boastingtoherneighborsaboutthechiefsending

watertoherhomebecausesheiswellknownand

respectedinthevillage.Thegirlspassedherand

wentoutthegate.ItwasNka,NkosanaandYanda

obviouslyMnqobicouldn'tcome,theyhuggedthe

girls.

Nkosa:"comehereyou",pullingSabatha,"what's

wrong?"

Sabatha:MarkHenrywasbeingmeantoFuthi

Nkosa:don'tworrysoonthiswillbeover

Theguysinstructedtheguystoplacethetank

insidetheyard,theywentandboughtabigJoJo

tankandhiredthewatertankertrucktofillitup.

TheycameinwithtwoQueensizebedsand4

blanketsandsheetscourtesyEnhle,theyfirstput



thelinoleummatcoveringthefloorandtheyneatly

combinedthebedstogethermaking,sotheycan

sleeptogether.Thegirlsbegantomakeupthebeds

whiletheboysbroughtinthefoodanddrinksfor

thegirls.

Yanda:ifthiswomanstartsh!tpleaseletusknow

Ntsiki:okay

Futhi:thankyou

Nkosanapulledherintoabighugandkissedheron

topofherhead.

Nkosa:Siyalobolakusasaakujiki(wearepayingfor

yourheadtomorrow,there'snoturningback)Futhi

nodded.



Nkawasalreadyhoveringhisfiancé,theguysbid

farewellandleft.Delisilebudgedinlookingrather

pissed.

Delisile:"abomination",sheclappedherhands,you

haven'tevenspentanighthereandyouarealready

causingtroubleinthisvillage?

Ntsiki:whatdidwedonowaunt?

Delisile:"soyouarebribingthechiefandcounselor

tobringwaterhere?",Heeehshechuckled,"whatdid

youpromisehim?KodwavelewhatdidIexpect

philanderingisinyourveinsnxa"withthatsaidshe

stormedout.

Zane:isthiswomanokayupstairs,fromeverything

thathappened,shedecidedtoselectivelynoticethe

watertank?Whataboutthebeds?



Theyallchuckled
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4amthegirlswerefreezingcoldinatentoutside

peelingbagsofpotatoes,choppingcarrots,Delisile

wasinandoutinspectingeveryonelikeshewas

somesortofamanagerinafactory.

Zane:"remindmeagainwhyarewedoingthis,I

thoughtwehiredacateringcompany",she

whisperedloudenoughforthegirlstohearher

Futhi:"Itriedtellingherbutshechosetoignoreme

so",sheshruggedhershoulders

Ntsiki:let'sjustgetitoveranddonewith



Sabatha:fvckthisI'mgoingbacktobed,wakeme

upwhenyouaredoneslavingaround

ShedroppedtheknifeandpulledFuthionherway

out

Futhi:Sabathano

Sabatha:ifyoudon'tcomewithme,Iwillcall

Mnqobirightatthisinstanceandlet'sseeifhe

won'tcomeflyinghere

Zane:goonwegotthis,shesignalthemtogo

Lungi:I'mgoingtoo,I'mfreezingIcan'tevenfeel

mytoes

Zane:ohnosweetyyouarestayingrighthere



Lungi:butMasabatha…

Ntsiki:"Thula!Ndidikiwekukwinizakwakho"(just

shutup,I'mtiredofyourwhining),Lungiwentmute

instantly

Zane:youwantedtocomewithusright?Youwill

stayhereandwork,nooneaskedyoutocomehere

Lungichoppedthevegetablesfuriously,she

regrettedbeggingMrsZungutolethercomehere,

allshewantedwastobondwiththefamilyandto

beclosertoNandisoshecanreachNtsika.Delisile

walkedinwithabigaluminumkettle,shefilleditup

withwater,justwhenshewasabouttowalkoutshe

noticedFuthiandMasabathaweren'tthere.

Delisile:whereisthatgirl?



Zane:shewenttothetoilet,Masabatha

accompaniedher

Delisile:she'sactingallfancylikeshe'snotusedof

apittoiletmxm,nywenyweaccompanymxm,we

allknowemjondolothatistheirportion,atleastour

toiletsarefarfromthehomestead,theysleepwhile

smellingshit

Zane:youknowsomuchaboutemjondolobutyou

nevercheckedonher,yetyourunningyourmouth

likeyouhaveascoretosettlewithher,wellaunty

Futhioweyoush!t

DelisileputtheKettledownandwalkedtowards

Zane,sheheldherknifetightreadytopounceather,

Ntsikistoodinthemiddle.

Ntsiki:"mamelaaphagqwirhandinindidikiwenguwe



nokwenzaingxolo,uthethaintoengapheliyo"(listen

hereyouwitch,I'mfedupwithyournoiseand

yappingnonestop)andifyoudaretouchheror

Futhiyouwillknowme,Icaneasilythrowyouina

cell,Ibetthesenegotiationswillgowellwithoutan

obstaclelikeyouintheway.OhbythewayI'm

lieutenantKani,dowehaveaproblemhere?

Delisileflaredhernoise,clearlyangryshepickedup

herKettleandstormedout,oneoftheladiesinside

thetentwhichtheyhaveturnedintoakitchenwent

topeeptoseeifshewasgone,shegaveathumbs

upandthetentabruptedinlaughter,theylaughed

sohardgivingeachotherhighfivesintheair,Nethe

madeherwaytowhereNtsikiandZanewas.

Nethe:eysiyabonga,youputherinherplaceyoh

Zane:isshealwayslikethis?



Nethe:shethinksshe'sthebossinthisvillage,ever

sincetheygotmoniesfromtheirfathersdeath.

Ntsiki:I'mtiredofher

****

Afteralltheveggiesweredone,Delisilesentachild

tocallthegirlsintooneoftherondavalstograte

polonyandcheese,cutthesconesinhalfandto

butterawholecrateofbread.Thegirlsdiditwithout

complainingbecauseallofthiswasforFuthiand

Mnqobi.Itwasnow5amwhentheyheardbaba

BusaniscreamingtheBhenguclannamesontopof

hisvoice,whentheypeepedoutitwasindeedthem.

Theyhurriedlyroundedoffeverything,the

excitementwasvisible,theycouldn'twaittowake

Futhiup,Nethezekopromisedtoservethetheteato

theelders,shewasmorethanhappytogivethe

girlsacurfewsotheycanenjoythismomentwith

theirsisterinlaw.



TheybudgedintotherondavalandFuthigot

startledwhileMasabathawassnoringaway.

Zane:theyarehere,getup!getup!

Futhiexcitedlyjumpedoffthebed,shewasshifty

niftingnotknowingwhattodo

Lungi:whatareyoudoing?

Futhi:"uhm…idon'tknow",shesaidhonestly

Therewasaknockonthedoor,Ntsikiwenttoopen,

itwasNethezeko.

Nethe:Imanagedtostealyouguyswarmwaterto

bath,shehandedovertwo20ltbucketsfilledwith



steaminghotwater

Futhi:wellweneedtobathandstayready,she

thankedNethe,shenoddedandscurriedaway.

ZaneandLungiwentouttohuntforunusedbath

basin,finallytheyfoundthem.Theyfirstwashed

themoffthentheytookitbacktotheRondaval.The

girlstookturnswithbathing.

Ntsiki:it's6amandtheyarestilloutside

Futhi:mxmIcan'twaittogetoutofthisplace

****

Thegoldenraysofthesunshonebeautifullyasit

rosebrightlyinorange,andeverythingcametolight.



TheneatlineofexpensivecarsoutsidetheBhengu

householdcouldnotbemissed,theneighbors

peepedthroughtheirtinysquarewindowstoseefor

themselves,atthebackofthelinewasaSUVfilled

withgiftsfortheBhengu'sandatraileroverflowing

withminkblankets.Frontinlinewasatruckwith

twofatlivecowssymbolizingtheobvious,onthe

groundwastallhandsomemendressedinblack

tuxedo,theyprobablysmellgreat,youcantelljust

bylookingatthem.

Delisile'sdaughtersarrivedlatelastnightbut

complainedoftiredness,sotheycanbeomitted

fromhelpingbutnowtheyarethefirstonesup,

theyarebathedandglammeduptheexcitement

plasteredontheirfacesisvisible,Lungitookan

interestinthem,sinceshewasdolleduptooshe

excusedherselffrominsidetherondavalsoshe

couldjointhemoutside.ItwasonlyFuthi,Zaneand

Ntsikiinside,theywerebeautifullydressedintheir

superwaxisishweshwe,Inshadesofblue.Just

whentheywereabouttoopenthegateforthe



Khoza’sandMpungoses,Delisilecameoutinone

oftheroomswailinglikeshe'slostahusband.One

oftheunclesranafterhertryingtocatchhertono

avail,shethrewherselfonthedustyfloorand

startedrolling.

Uncle1:KodwaDelisilewhenwillyougrowup?,this

isembarrassing

Delisile:"hihihi(shewailed)yousayI'm

embarrassingyou,thisgirlcameherewithher

policefriends,theythreatenedtoarrestinmy

father'shouse",shehitherchestwhileshesaidthat,

"justbecausetheydon'twanttohelp".

Uncle2:youseewhatyourjealousyisdoingtoyou,

stopthisnonsenseandacceptthatXolani'schild

turnedoutgood,she'sgettingmarriedeitheryou

likeitornot



Delisile:Idon'tcareabouthermarriagetocult

members,lookatthosecars,theyaregoingtokill

herforasacrifice,hihihi(shewailedagain).

Uncle1:wouldn'tyoulikethat?Nowgetupandstop

thisnonsense,thosepeoplearehereforFuthinot

you

TheunclestriedtopulledDelisilebutsherolled

somemoreonthefloor,theyardstoppedbuzzing

likeitwasbeforebutinsteadpeoplegatheredin

groupswatchingafreeshowofmadness,the

peopleshooktheirheadsfortheyknowhowsilly

Delisilecanbe.Futhisatdowninembarrassment,a

callcamethroughherphone,itwasMnqobibut

insteadofansweringshegaveittoZane.

Zane:"bhuti",shesaiddefeated

Mnqobi:whatthehellisgoingonthere?



Zane:thisauntistryingtoruinthingsforFuthi,

she'sexhausting

Mnqobi:pleasetellhertostopthisnonsenseright

thisminuteorIwillcomeanddoitpersonallynxa

Zane:"okay",shehungup

Futhi:and?Hashechangedhismindaboutmeisn't?

Zane:"what?nooo,wearehereforonethinghoney

whichistopayforourwife",shehuggedher

Futhi:thenwhatdidhesay?

Zane:toshutDelisileup,Masabatha

asambe(Masabathalet'sgo)



Futhi:whatareyougoingtodo?

Zane:stayinsidewewillbeback,they

dissappearedoutthedoor

MasabathaandZanecameouttherondavallooking

majesticallybeautifulintheirlongmermaid

shweshwe's,theywalkedstraighttowhereDelisile

wasrolling,peoplewaitedinanticipationtoseethe

actiontohappennext.

Zane:sorrywesisisiyaziukuthiikinila(weknow

thatthisisyourfather'shouse)weknowyoucall

theshotsaroundhere,wegetit,wealsoawarethat

youarebullywhoisnotscaredofhumiliation,thank

youfortheshow,pleasegoandbath,wewouldlike

topaylobolaforourbride

Delisile:hihihiuyabonakebhuti….(youseewhat



I'mtalkingaboutbrother)

Sabatha:hambauyogezaDelisile(goandbath

Delisile)

Peopleabruptinlaughterandthatalonethrew

Delisileoff,herplanwasruined,shequicklygotup

anddissappearedintohertworoomhousewitha

tailbetweenherlegs,theyletthemeninfinally.

ZaneandMasabathawentbacktotherondaval

proudly,shortlytheyreceivedmessagesfromtheir

significantothertellingthemhowsexytheylookin

theirZulutraditionalattire.

Thenegotiationsareinprocesswithnosignof

Delisile,butthenLungiwalkedinwithDelisile's

daughters.

Lungi:youtwoaresodisrespectful,howcanyou

speaktoFuthi'sinlawlikethat,youlackmanners



shame

Sabatha:yaziwenauyanginyanyisa,uzotrekkeruze

uyofikaeThekwini(youdisgustnerightnowandif

youcarryonthisrateyouwillwalkbackDurban)if

youaregoingtovomitrubbishlikethatnxa

Lungi:ngabengifikengemotoyakho(ifIcamewith

yourcar,youcansaythat)

Daughter1:howdareyouyoutalktomymotherlike

thatinfrontofourneighbors?

Daughter2:doyouknowwhatthatdidtoherimage

Ntsiki:"whichimageyouaretalkingabout??She

wasrollingonthedustyfloorforheavensake,

yuuuuhaaaaiasoze",sheclappedherhands



Lungi:youneedtogoandapologizetoher

Shedidn'tseeitcomingbecauseZanegavehera

hotslap,shetriedtoreturnbutMasabathaheldher

bytheneckpinninghertothewall.

Sabatha:whothehelldoyouthinkyouare?Just

onenightwithusyouthinkyouhavesomesortof

rights?

ShewasslowlyweakeningsoMasabathaletgoof

her,thesisterstriedtoattackbutNtsikicockedher

gun,theyallfroze.

Ntsiki:getout,GETOUTandyoushepointedat

Lungi,getyoursuitcaseandfollowyournewfriends

Sheshamefullypulledhersuitcaseandthey

dissappearedouttherondaval.Theyallsatdown



andsighed,afterwhatseemedlikeforeverthey

calledFuthiandthegirls.

*****

Thenegotiationswereasuccess,thevillagers

couldn'tstopravingabouthowtheKhoza’sand

Mpungose'spaiddamagesforFuthi'svirginityand

pregnancyincludingAmahleeventhoughtheywere

notresponsibleforthedamage,theywentonand

onabouthowluckyFuthiwastogetsuchalovely

family.TheKhoza’sandMpungose'swerenowfully

welcomedintheBhengufamily,theysentan

escourttocalltherestofthefamilyin,thewives

andthechildrencameoutintheirexpensivecars

lookinglikeamilliondollars,peoplestarted

ululatingastheywereledintoanexaggeratedhuge

tentcourtesyDelisilewhosawthisasaplotto

humiliateFuthi,sinceherhusbandis"supposedly"

strugglingandwillonlyhaveafewpeoplecoming

in,geeshshemustbefeelingstupidnow.



Exactlyattwelvethecateringcompanycame

through,theysetupthefoodstationatthebackof

thetent,therewasplentytoeatandtodrink.The

boysputupthesoundsystemaftertheexchangeof

giftswascompleted,themusicstartedplaying

settingupthemoodnonethelesseverythingcame

tohaltwhenNtombifuthiwalkedintothetent,she

wasinbetweenthegirlslookingasbeautifulasthe

firsttimeMnqobisawheracrosshisofficewindow.

Themusiccomplimentedthismomentsoperfectly,

itwas"Sondela"byRingo

Ehhyamindendwaehhyami

Ohhndiyayithandalentombi

Amehloayoayandibulala

Ohhndiyayithandalentombi

Sondela



AsFuthiwalkedslowlytowardsMnqobi,hisheart

wasbeatingrapidlylikehewasgoingtohavea

heartattack,NkosanaandNtsikaoneitherside

pattedandsqueezedhisshoulders.

Ntsika:yougotthisbro

Yanda:thisisyourmomentbafo

Nkosa:shonakhona

HenoddedandwalkedtomeetFuthihalfway,she

wassoexcitedthatshewasgigglingthroughher

tears,shesowishedherparentswerealivetosee

thismoment.AssoonasMnqobigotaholdof

Futhi'sthewholetentroaredcheerfully,itwasnow

filleduptothemax,peoplecameinbitandbobsbut

nowyoucanbarelyseeanemptyseat,youwould

swearitwasawedding.



MnqobiwentdownononekneeandFuthicovered

hereyeswithbothherhands,theBiznizstarted

whistling,theseniorwiveswereintearsknowing

howfarthesetwocamefrom,Ntombiwas

overwhelmedNkosenyehadtoholdherclosetohis

chest.

MabhenguIloveyouwitheverythingwithinme,the

veryfirsttimeIsawyoueatinglunchbythegarden

outsideyourworkplace,Iknewthatthisdaywill

come.YouarebeautifulnodoubtbutIhavegrown

toloveandrespectyoumorebecauseofyour

strengthandresilence,IknowI'mnotperfect,Ihave

somanyflawsbutincompletewithoutyou,thenext

questionI'mabouttoaskyou,there'sonlyone

answerandthatisyes,youtechnicallymywife

anywayhechuckled,jokesaside.Ntombifuthi

ShebaBhengupleasewillyoumarryme.

Futhiwasfanningherselfwhileeveryonesaid



"ncooo",

Futh:MpungoseAveusileyazi(youthinkyousmart)

youaskingmeafteryouhavepaidthelobola,

everyonebrokeintolaughter,jokesasidethough.

Sheexhaled,Ihavebeenaloneforyears,Ievenlost

hopethatonedaysomeonewillseemeworthyof

beingloved,Iwassousedoflonelinessandableak

life,theonlylightIhadwasmykidsbutyoucame

Mnqobi…youcame,shestartedcryingonceagain..

"YesyesIwillmarryyou",whensherealizedshe

won'tbeabletofinishherlittlespeech.

ThecrowdcheeredoncemorewhenMnqobislid

throughashinydiamondring.Delisilewasstanding

atthebackinabrownShweshwedressthatshe

wantedtoflauntbutitwasnothingcomparedto

whatFuthiandherpeoplewerewearing.Tears

escapedhereyes,theJealousyshehadtowards

Futhiledherintohumiliationthatshecannoterase,

peoplearoundthevillagewillnevertakeher



seriouslyagainplusifsheknew,shecouldhave

boastedaboutFuthiinsteadandthatwasgoingto

workinherfavor,shesighedindefeat.

Thingssettleddownwitheveryoneminglingwhile

eatinganddrinking,Lungiwasseatedwith

Delisile'sdaughtersinatablewiththegirlsofthe

village.

Daughter1:theythinktheyarehighandmightynxa

Lungi:Yeah,imagineIhadtopretendthewholeway

here

Daughter2:theyhavewingsbecauseofthesemen

forgettingthatthingscanchange

Lungismiledatthesoundofthat,shehadanidea



Lungi:mxmtheydon'tknowindodaiyathatha(a

mancanbetakenawayfromyou)

Them:exactlyastheyclinkedtheirflutestogether

Lungi:youguysshouldvisitmebackinDurban,I

wouldtotallylovetohangoutwithyouguys

Daughter1:sure…thatwouldbefun,butIwantone

ofthebrothersforonenightnjenetforcontrol

Daughter:yebomtakama,

Lungi:stayawayfromNtsika

Daughter1:why?

Lungi:"helikesme,thisonetimeIwenttodropoff



aparcelathishouse,wealmostdiditbutIstopped

himbecauseIthoughtofhiswife",thegirlsgasped

Daughter2:wayidlisakanjalokeiteam(andthats

howyouletdowntheteam)

Lungi:norelax,Ihaveaplan,onewayortheother

Ntsikawillsleeponthischest,shegentlytapped

thespacebetweenherbreast

Daughter1:Minangifunaloongathiikhalathi(Iwant

theonethatlookslikeacoloured

Lungi:ifyouknowhowtofightphysicallymntase

that'sZane'sfiancé

Daughter1:shecanhitmeallshewant,aslongasI

gettheman



Thelaughedclinkingtheirwineflutes

Daughter2:I'mnotsurebetweentheverytallone

andtheonewithGreyTimberlands,Iwouldsay

Futhi'shusbandbuthisabitolderthanmeplushis

stillinthehoneymoonphase.

Lungi:let'ssee,thetalloneisNtsiki'sboyfriendand

she'sabadass,yousawforyourselfthantheother

oneisMasabatha'sandshewillbeatthesh!toutof

you,yourchoice.

Daughter2:MnqobiandNtwearehotbutjustatad

olderandthat'sabummerbutIwillnotmesswith

Ntsikithatgirlhasagunsonope,I'mgoingwith

HlaseJnrMasabathacangotohell

Lungi:goodchoiceplusIheardshe'sapunisherin

thebedroom



Them:gaaaawd

MeanwhileNethezekowaslisteningtothewhole

conversation,shemadeamentalnotetowarnthe

girls.

*****

Theceremonycameintoanend,peoplestartedto

leavebitsbybits,surelythiswouldbethetalkofthe

town,fromDelisilebehavinglikeaclowntoa

splendidceremonywithscrumptiousfoodand

bottomlessdrinks.AllthefoodDelisilehad

preparedwasnoteventouched,shewasjustgoing

togiveittothedrunkardswhowillcomeover

tomorrowforizigqoko(leftovers).Itwasasifthe

Bhengu'swereroyalty,theunclescouldn'tstop

laughingandshakingthehandsoftheseniors

whichmeansthemoneyfromthelobolawasgood.



TheseniorwivesbidfarewellandNtombiquickly

kissedFuthionthecheek,fixingherdresswitha

broadsmileonherface.

Ntombi:welcomehomeonceagainmydaughter,I

reallythoughtyouweregoingtoleavehim,Idon't

condonewhathedidandifyouchosetogoIwas

goingtosupportyoubutmyheartwasgoingto

achebecauseMnqobifoundageminyou.Prayer

Futhi,youmustcoveryourmarriagewithprayer,

stormswillcomebutfightforyourman,okay…

Futhinoddedandhuggedhermominlawlikeher

lifedependedonit.

Mnqobicamejustashismotherleft…

Mnqobi:so?

Futhi:what?



Mnqobi:youareminefinally

Futhi:ittookyoulongenough

Mnqobi:kuthiwagoodthingscometothosewho

wait

Futhi:"amIagoodthing??",sheaskedcoyly

Mnqobi:"sofvckinggood",helickedhislips

Futhi:stopbeingnaughty

Mnqobi:don'tactlikeyoudon'tlikeit,comelet'sgo

payyourauntavisit

Futhi:why?



Mnqobi:"come",hepulledFuthitowhereDelisile

wassitting

*****

NethezekonarratedtheevilplotthatLungiandhis

friendsplannedtoZaneandMasabatha,theywere

gratefulforherhelp,theyexchangednumbersand

Zanegaveherafatbrownenvelope.

Nethe:what'sthis?

Zane:"openitathome",shesmiled

Nethe:Ihopeit'snotabomb

Zane:youwatchtoomuchmoviespluswhywouldI



killsomeoneIreferasafriend

Nethe:Ineverhadfriends

Sabatha:wellnowyoudo,stayintouchfriendand

pleasekeepuspostedaboutMarkHenry

Nethe:whatIcantellyou,isthattheywillfightfor

thelobolamoney

Zane:that'snotourproblemanymore

Theyhuggedandpartedways,thegirlsgotinto

theirrespectivecars,sinceFuthiwastotravelwith

herhusband,theydroveoffleavingLungirunning

afterthecarsdragginghersuitcase
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Lungiwaitedclosetoanhourforjustataxito

Izingolwenitown,carspassedbykickingupclouds

ofdustthatimpededhervisibilityonthesideofthe

gravelroad,somecarsdrovesofastthatpebbles

landedbyherfeet.Delisile'sdaughtersadvisedthat

shestoodunderatreealittlebitfarfromtheroad,

shewouldstillbeabletoseetaxi's.



Lungi:Ican'tbelievetheyleftmelikethatyesterday

Daughter1:whatdidyouexpect?Youstoodupfor

mom

Lungi:Iknowbuttheyshouldhaveatleasttoldme

thatIneedtofindalternatives,notjustdriveoff

Daughter2:don'tmindthem

Lungi:luckilyit'sSundayotherwiseIwasgoingto

lateforwork

Daughter1:Yeah,transporttakeslongtofillupon

Sundays,sobepreparedtowait

Lungi:howdoyouguyssurvivethis?



Daughter2:whydoyouthinkweleftthisplace??We

onlycomeforceremoniesandChristmas

Lungi:yohIwoulddie

Finallyataxicamethrough,shebidfarewelltoher

friendsandhoppedontothetaxi.

___________

Sane

Shejustcamebackfromshopping,shesighedas

shedroppedhershoppingbagsonthefloor,her

fatherrefusedforhertobacktoherapartment.

Sizwe:Sanelisiwe!



Shegotstartled,shewasn'texpectinghimhere,she

hasmovedbackwithhergrandparents.

Sane:baba,Ididn'texpecttofindyouhere,she

smiledfaintly

Sizwe:why?thisismyhometooyouknow

Sane:"it'sjustthatyounevercome",shechuckled

nervously

Sizwe:Iknow,that'swhyI'mhere

Sane:I'mhungry,doyouwantasandwich?

Sizwe:yeah,yourfamouscheesegrilledwoulddo



Sane:"thoseareyourweaknessstill?"Shechuckles

oncemorebutthistimeit'sgenuine

Sizwe:yeah,youmakethebestthough

Sane:comingrightup

Shegotbusygratingthecheeseandassembling

thebreadslices.

Sizwe:Iloveyou,hesaidcatchingheroffguard

Sane:"oh…iuhm…IloveyoutooMpungose,why

youallmushy,it'swierd??",Shelaughednervously

Sizwe:comeandsitdown

Shehesitantlyplacedthegrateronthecounter,she



washedherhandsanddriedthem.Sheissitting

nexttoSizwe.

Sizwe:IknowIhaven'tbeenagreatdadSanelisiwe

andI'msorryntombiyami,Iloveyoudearly.It'sjust

thatIneverknewhowtoactaroundyou,Iwasso

scaredIwillfailandthatyouwillturnouttobelike

her.

Sane:Sne?,youwerescaredIamlikeSne,she

startedcrying

Sizwe:butInowknowhowwrongIamSanelisiwe,

youarenothinglikeher,youarebeautifulinsideand

out.Youaresmart,youareindependent,youarea

trueMpungose.

Sane:ohstopdad,Sne'sbloodrunsthroughmy

veins,Ispentallofmylifetryingnottobelikeher,I

stayedawayfromyoubecauseIsawhowyou



lookedatmeindisgustbecauseIresembleher,I

workhardtotryandimpressyousoyoucansee

yourdaughterandnotmymother.IhateitthatI'ma

splitimageofaheartlesswitchbutIcan'tchangeit

baba,imayshareherlikesanddislikesbutIcan't

changeit.IamSne'sdaughterandyouaremy

father.

Sizwe:IknowandI'msorryyouhadtodothings

justtogetmyattention,Imayhateyourmotherwith

everythinginmebutsheleftmethemostprecious

jewels,sorareyoucouldn'tfindthemanywherein

thisearth,youandSenzeniaremygirlsandIlove

you,Ialwaysdidwithaverypoorwayofshowingit.

Sane:toobadSenziisnotheretohearthat,she

wouldhavelovedtohearit.

Sizwe:Iknow…Pleaseforgiveme,pleasegivemea

chancetolove,protect,provideforyou?Pleasegive

meachancetobeyourfatherineverypossibleway?



PleaseSanelisiwe

Sane:baba…

Sizwepulledherintoahugasshebrokedown,she

lovedthatfeelingofassuranceandsafety,sheonly

dreamedofthismoment,shealwayswantedto

haveafatherdaughterrelationshipbutthenshe

alsodidntwanttohurtherfather.

Sizwe:"Youcanthinkaboutit,youdon'thaveto

answermenow",shenoddedwhileshewipedthe

mucusfromhernoseusinghersleeve.

Sane:letmegetonwiththatsandwich

Thecheesegrillerscameoutperfectjusttheway

Sizwelikeit,theyindulgedwhiledowningitwith

juice.AfterawhileSizweleft,Sanewaslostinher



thoughtswhenacallcamethroughherphone,it

wasaprivatenumber,sheanswered.

Sane:yini?(what?)

Voice:noneedtoberude

Sane:ufunaniMelusi?

Rango:whyisyourbrotherinmybusiness??Ifyou

senthimtodeletethosepicturesandvideosthen

youarewastingyourtime,I'mnotdaftbitch,Ihave

itonamemorystickandyougetthem.

Sane:youknowwhatIdon'tgiveadamn,youmight

aswellpublishthemMelusi,Idon'tgiveafvck

yezwa,youarepathetic,anexcuseofamantothink

Iwasinlovewithyousiesmaannx.



Rango:easytiger,Iwillpostthematarighttime,

youjustsitandwait,I'mwaitingforoneofyourbig

fashionshows.

Sane:youwouldn'tdare

Rango:Iownyou

Hehungup,Sanewasnotfazed,shewas

exhaustedbyRango'stactics,atthispointshe

didn'tcare.Amessagecamethroughherphone

*iftheworldwasending,you'dcomeoverright?...

MaKhubaomuhle,Iwasjustlisteningtothissong

andIthoughtofyou,pleaseweneedtotalk

Love,M*



Sane:IswearMelusiisbipolar,oneminutehis

threateningthenexthislisteningtoromanticsongs

andthinkofmenx

Shedialedthenumberreadytoattack.

Voice:MaKhubaomuhle

Sane:h...hhowdidyougetmynumber?

Voice:itwasn'teasybuthereIam,pleaseweneed

totalk.

Sanehungupwithherheartbeatingrapidly,his

voicesodeep,calmandauthoritative.Sheknew

meetinghimwasoutofthequestion,shedidn't

trustherselffullytowithstandhischarms,sheleft

whileherheartstillwantedmore.



__________

Ntsika

Ntsikastaredatthewomansittinginhislivingwith

somuchrage.

Ntsika:NandicanIpleasehaveawordwithyou

NandinoddedandfollowedNtsikatothekitchen.

Ntsika:IwantyoutolistentomecarefullyDiamante,

Idon'twantyoutobelettinginstrangersintoour

home,thatwomanintheloungeismyex,sheis

toxicandpoisonous.PleasemaZuluDONOTlet

peoplecomeintoourhomeeasily.

Nandi:sorry,Ididn'tknow



Ntsika:thatswhywearehavingthisconversation,

nowIwantyoutocomewithmeandlet'shearwhat

shewants.

Theywentandfoundherintheexactpositionthey

lefther

Brooke:"youscum,youkilledmyfiancéandnow

mysonisfatherless",shestooduppointingat

Ntsika

Ntsika:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Brooke:ohpleaseyoukilledVusibecauseyouwere

jealousIwasgoingtomarryaprince,someone

betterthanyou

Nandi:youwereengagedtoVusi?



Brooke:"yes",sheflashedthering

Nandi:wowthenerveofthatgoodfornothing

douche

Brooke:youmustbethebitchNandi,wasityou?

Youwerejealousthathechoosemeoveryouand

conspiredtokillhim

Nandi:whywouldwewasteourtimewithVusidear?

Brooke:becauseNtsikarightherecan'tgetenough

ofme

Ntsika:Brooklynpleasedon'tembarrassyourself

furtherpleasego.



Brooke:youwillpayforkillingmyfiancé,myson

willtakeoverthethroneandwewilldealwithyou

Ntsika:mxm

Brooklynleft,NandigazedatNtsikawithherarms

folded

Ntsika:pleasedon'ttellmeyoubelieveher?

Nandi:youtellme,Iknowhowyougocrazyfor

whitegirls

Ntsika:hellno,thatwasthenandIhadmyreasons,

whitegirlseasyandtheygowiththeflow,ifIgofor

ablackchickIknewIustpreparemyselffor

commitmentandIwasn'treadyforit



Nandi:howlongdidyoudateher?

Ntsika:wedidn'tdate,itwasjustanarrangement

thatshetookintoherhead

Nandi:andLungi?Whyisshegoingaroundtelling

peoplethatshestoppedyoufromsleepingwithher

becauseofme,isthatwhyyoudon'twantherhere?

Ntsika:Idon'twantherherebecausehereyesare

everywhere,Idon'ttrustherbutshe'stheonewho

wascheckingmeout,IhavethemostbeautifulgirlI

haveeverseenasawife,that'stheonlygirlmy

eyescansee
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MPUNZIKINGDOM

Thingsweren'tgreatbetweenLwandleandthechief,

ithasbeenfightsafterfights.



Chief:LwandleIdon'tknowwhattosaytoyou!

Lwandle:youdon'thavetimeformeanymoreBheki,

youupanddownwithmeetings,whenlastdidyou

touchmeheh?

Chief:"I'mtoooldforthis",hepointedatthespace

betweenthem

Lwandle:don'ttestme,yaziyouarepushingme,

don'tcrynywenywewhenIstartgettingitfrom

elsewhere

Chief:butyouhavebeen,Iknowyouhavebeen

screwingtheyoungprinceinmyhouse

Lwandle:buthow?Youwere…



Chief:I'mgoingtosleepChieftess

HewalkedoutleavingLwandledumbfounded,she

hadnocomebackafterthat.

________

THENEXTDAY...

BandilearrivedinMorningsideattheflattheyare

rentingforLungi,helethimselfinandsettledinthe

guestroom.

Lungi:whydidn'tyoutellmeyouarecoming?

Bandile:soyoucanrunyourmouthtomymom,no

thankyou



Lungi:shedoesn'tknowyouarehereisn'tit?

Bandile:noandIwanttokeepitthatway

Lungi:what'supNdile

Bandile:I'mheretopursueNkosazane

Lungi:weeerheeeyouarelate,thatoneisnow

engaged

Bandile:what?Nonono

Lungi:yesyesyes,she'sengagedtoNkanyezi

Bandile:damn,wherecanIfindher?



Lungi:sheliveswithherparentsfornowupuntil

theweddingbutsheworksforKhozaHightech.

Bandile:engagedornotIwillshootmyshot,

oseyosileakakayidlingekephela(there'sstillhope)

Lungi:goodluck

Bandile:andwena?

Lungi:kumnyamaebuswenibenkawu(thingsare

bleak)Ntsikaishardcore,mymissionisliterally

impossible,theportionaren'tworkingonhimand

hismadlyinlovewithNandi

Bandile:andthewaymymomandgranny'shopes

areonyourightnow,I'mafraidforyou



Lungi:maybeIcanjustrunaway

Bandile:theydon'tneedtoseeyoutokillyou,you

doknowthatright??plusIthinkyouarenotfighting

enough

Lungi:shoot,whatdidIgetmyselfinto??

Bandile:toolateforthat,whatareweeating??

Lungi:let'sorderpizzaandwatchsomemovieson

Netflix

Bandile:yeah,herubbedhishandstogether

Itwaslate,theyhavealreadywatchedthree

romcommoviesandfinishedtwobottlesofwine,

LungiwasnowlyingonBandile'schestwhilethey



werebothdrapedinafluffyfleece.

________

Nkosazane

ShewasbusyinstallingagadgetthatNtsikahad

orderedfromGermany,shewaswearingbaggyblue

overallsthatshehadfoldedintoa3quarter

exposingherthicklegsandsneakers.thecompany

wasdoingextremelywell.

Ntsika:I'mgoingtomeetupwithYandaand

Nkosanaforlunch

Zane:rightbhuti,I'mjustgoingtoorderin

Ntsika:callmeifyouneedanything



Zane:goon,relaxI'vegotthis

Ntsikaleft…afterafewminutesNkanyezicamein

wearingalightblueshirt,navyslimfitpants,brown

formalshoesandabrownbelt.Helookededible,

Zaneblushedseeinghisfiancewalkinginwitha

boxofpizza.

Nka:"deliveryformywoman",theexchangedabrief

kiss

Zane:wazewamuhleNorwoodwami,bukamina

nginjani(youlooksohandsomeNorwoodandlook

atme)

Nka:ifonlyyouknowhowsexyyoulookinthat

overallmmhmmh



Zane:didyouhavealotmeetingstoday?

Nka:let'sjustsay,IhadonebigmeetingthatI

nailedtotheT,it'sbringinginmillionsintothe

company.

Zane:I'mgettingmarriedtoageniusyall,letmego

washmyhandsandbringsomeplates.

Shedissappearedintothekitchen,shecameback

toNkanyezionthephonewithPretty.

Nka:yesma,Iwilltellher,bye

Zane:tellherwhat?

Nka:maPrettysaidImusttellyouthatsheloves

you



Zane:"don'tbejealous",shegiggled

Nka:I'mnot,butpeoplemuststopcompetingwith

mewhenitcomestoyou,kungafaumuntu(people

willdie)

Zane:youlovetofight

Nka:"justlikeyou",theychuckled

Thenadeliveryguycamethroughwithabouquetof

flowers,shecameforthwhereZaneandNkawere

seated.

Delivery:I'mlookingformissNkosazaneKhoza

Zane:that'sme



Delivery:"theseareforyou,pleasesign",shedid

andtheguyleft

Itwasabeautifularrangementsofroses…

Nka:"whoamIshooting?",hesaidsarcastically

Zane:probablyahappyclient,ohwaitthere'sacard

*beautifulflowersforabeautifullady,pleasecan

youdodinnerwithme,Iwanttotalk.

Bandile*

Nka:isBandileyourclientNkosazane?.



Zane:No…uhm...ihaven'tseenthatdouchefrom

thatdaywehadanaltercationatthePalace

Nka:"OK"...hestoodupandkissedZane,"thanksfor

lunchHermosa".

Zane:"babe..don'tkillhim",shescreamedashe

dissappearedoutthedoor
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Delisile'sdaughtersnamedNellytheeldestthen

SosotheyoungeroneaspromisedvisitedLungi,

theyvibedasusual.Lungiinvitedthemto47th

Avenuenightclub,wheretheBiznizweremeetingto

unwind.

Lungi:IhopeI'mrightladies,Ioverheardmyboys

sayingtheywillmeethere

Nelly:let'sgetatablesolong

Theyfoundoneandorderedtheirdrinkswhile

waiting,afterwhatseemlikeforevertheBizniz

walkedinoneaftertheotherlookingdangerously

sexy,thatauraastheyenteredturnedheads,they

optedforatableinthecorner.



Soso:I'msoakingwet,mygaaard

Nelly:Iwouldn'tmindgoinghomewithNkatonight

Lungi:guyshaveyouseenNtsikathough??fvck

maan

Soso:I'mshootingmyshot,I'mgoingtogetmy

Nkosana

Lungi:nowaithawu,what'stherush

Thegirlsweredrinkingmakingnoisesothatthey

getnoticed,theystartedtwerkingearning

themselvesacrowd.Lungigotupsetandpulled

themtositdown.

Nelly:hawuandnow?



Lungi:whatiswrongwithyou?Youattractingthe

wrongcrowd

Shesignalthemtofollowher,theywerewalkingto

theBizniz'stable.

Lungi:"sanibonani",shesaidcheerfully

TheBiznizslowlyturnedtheirhandsgawkingatthe

girlswithoutsayingaword.

Lungi:I'mLungileandthesearemyfriendsNelly

andSoso,IworkforMrsZunguattheSpa,wejust

wantedtosayhi

Nkosa:awseniqedileukudunuselaabafanalaphaya?

(areyoudoneshowingyourbumstothebuysover

there?),pointingovertheirtable



Soso:ohcumonNkosa,wewerejustdancing,

havingfunyouknow

Ntwe:"awbafosheevenknowsyourname",they

chuckled

Nka:"nicetomeetyougirls",hesaidwithastraight

face

Nelly:canwepleasejoinyou??Wewillbuyourown

drinks

Ntsika:No,youguysarefineoverthere

Yanda:andpleasekeepitdownyerr

Lungi:whyareyoustuckup?It'sjustdrinks



Mnqobi:canweproceedgentlemen,totallyignoring

thegirls

Lungiandhercrewwalkedbacktotheirtablewitha

tailbetweentheirlegs,

Lungi:"youguysruinedeverythingwithyour

inappropriatebehaviorargh",shesaidfustrated

_________

AWEEKLATER…

Narrated

Lungireceivedacallfromalandline.



Lungi:hello

Voice:isthisLungi?

Lungi:yes

Voice:OKBandileisadmittedtohospital,heis

badlybeatenup,youwerehislastcallonhiscell.A

strangerfoundhiminaditchinUmngeni.

Lungi:OhmyGod,whichhospital?

Voice:Addington

Lungi:Iwillbethere,thankyousomuch

ShemessagedMrsZunguthatshewillbelate,her

friendisadmitted.Shedrovestraightthere,shewas



ledtothereceptiontofillupBandile'sdetails.They

allowedhertoseehimsinceshejustfoundoutbut

advisedheronvisatationhoursnexttime.Hewas

bandagedallover,youcouldbarelyseehisskin.

Lungi:whathappened??

Thenurserepliedinstead..

Nurse:hewasbeatenbysomeoneorsomepeople,

heisluckytobealive

________

AMONTHLATER

LungihasbeennursingBandilebacktohealth,

thesetwohavedevelopedsomesortofbond,they



wouldspendnightsdrinkingawaytheirsorrowsof

theirfailedmissions,Lungiwastiredofthe

neglectionfromNtsikaandthegirls.Bandileerased

Nkosazanecompletelyoffhismindafterseeing

deathbeforehiseyesinhumanform,thatmanwill

killforhiswoman,hemadeitveryclear.

BandilewasgettingreadytogobacktothePalace

forthewedding,Lungiwasgoingtogoasaguest

andthistimeshevouchedtodriveherselfafterthe

lastincident,evenifitmeanshireacarsinceshe

wasn'tallowedtogalavantwiththecompanycar.

Bandile:"Iwillmissyou",shepulledherintoahug,

"Thankyou"

Lunginodded,therewasasuddenfeeling,anurge,

theystaredintoeachother'seyesandthefeeling

wasmutual.Theyattackedeachotherwithrushed

kisses,clothesfleweverywhere.Moansandgroans

filledtheroom,sweatdrippingoneachother,skin



slapping…Itwasinsane,thepairhaven'tbeen

intimateforawhilenowsoyouunderstandthe

urgency.Theybothscreamedeachother'snames

uponreachingtheirclimaxes

Lungi:"sh!tsh!tsh!ttheportionBandile,Ohmy

gosh",shescreamedpanickingasshepeeled

herselfofBandile

Bandile:so?Idontmindfallingheadoverheelsfor

youLungile,Idon'tknowwhyIdidn'tseeitearlier

Lungi:noyoudon'tgetit,Iwantmoneyandyounot

rich,howareyougoingtotakecareofme

Bandile:wewillfigureditout,hechuckled

Bandileknewabouttheportionandhewasn'tfazed

becausehimselfwasusingthesameportionbut



meantforZane,soasmuchashewasmesmerized

byLungishetoowillbemesmerizedbyhim,whata

perfectcatastrophe.

________

TheRoyalweddingvibegoteveryoneexcited,even

theradiostationcouldn'tstopmentioningthe

NtsikaKhozathegeniustomarryaZuluprincess

atICCwhichmeansthesecurityneededtobe

beefedup.Theseniorwivesorganizedahightea

forNandiatOysterboxduringtheday,thefancytea

partywasoutofthisworld,theyblessedherwith

giftsfromhergiftregistryaccompaniedbywordsof

wisdomconcerningmarriage,Nandicriedsomuch

wishinghermotherwasthere,thatNontandoand

Marciapromisedtoalwaysbethereforher.

Thegirlsandboyshadplanabachelorand

Bachelorettepartylateratnight,thegirlswereat

theSpaandtheboysatMthobisi’s.AttheSpathe



girlsweremodelingaroundinlingerieasthemusic

softlyplayedinthebackground,theywereflaunting

theircullulite,stretchmarksandbigbootywhile

Nandicatwalkedinhertinysexybody.

Enhle:Masabathawhenlastdidyouhaveyour

periods?

Sabatha:lastmonthwhy?

Enhle:youfullerandglowing

Sabatha:I'mnotpregnantifthat'swhatyouare

implyingon,IalwaysmakesureItakemypills

Sane:IguessNkosanaistakinggoodcareofyou

then



Sabatha:thatheis,istheremorefruitjuice

Nandi:whyaren'tyoudrinkingwine?

Sabatha:itallcomesbackandIcannotstandthe

smellofit

Enhle:"mmmmmh,shesaidwhiletakingayoung

sipofherpoison",Sanechuckled

Futhi:it'sgoodtohaveyoubackSane,wemissed

you

Sane:I'mheretostay,justhadalittleglitchthat's

all.

Sabatha:andMelusi?



Sane:hishistorynx,tothinkIwasinfatuatedbyhim

sies,heisstillblackmailingmeandIknowhisjust

barking,hewon'tbite,bloodycoward,kuyimanje

ugcweleamathafa(hisontherun)

Zane:don'tworrytheywillfindhim,hewon'trun

forever

Ntsiki:theonlyreasonwhywehaven'tfoundhimis

becausetheGeneralisworkingcloselywithhim

Zane:talkaboutcorruption.

Ntsiki:yepwejustfoundout

Sane:canyoubelieveitthathispolyamorous,he

actuallysleepswithalotofpeopleatonceincluding

men,Iwastraumatized.Hewantedmetojointhat

byforceandIrefused.That'swhentheproblems



started,I'mnotjudginghimbuttoforcemeintothat

settingisanono.

Theygirlsabruptedinlaughter…

Sane:youguysarelaughing,youshouldhaveseen

meduckingdicksandvaginaswemayeee,Iranfor

mylife

Nandi:mxmthecheek,heshouldhavediscussedit

withyoufirst,butI'mgladyousawhistruecolors

beforeitwastoolate,plushisanenemy…Who

knowsmaybehewantedtouseyou

Sane:Iwouldn'tputitpasshim,I'mtakingabreak

onmenshame,Ineedathoroughselfintrospection,

becausethegirlsuckatchoosing.

Enhle:yeahjustfocusonyourselfandeverything



elsewillflowbabebutstopthisthingofshuttingus

outSanelisiwe,weareafamily.

Sane:I'msorryaboutthat,I'mlearning,I'maworkin

progress

Zane:IinvitedNethetotheweddingbut

unfortunatelyshecan'tcomeapparentlyhermother

isveryill,it'sbeenawhilenow

Sabatha:ohdear,weshouldgocheckonher,that

girlhasbeenthroughalot.Sheisasuchafreespirit

whoistrappedinthatvillagewithnohope

Zane:maybewecandosomething

Enhle:I'minterested



Sane:metoo

Ntsiki:ifthere'sonethingIknowaboutbeing

trapped,isthatyougrowupwithalotofresentment,

thatfreespiritwillbereplacedmyrageifnoone

comestoherrescue,soI'mdefinitelyinterestedtoo

Futhi:let'sdoit,shehasbeennothingbutgoodto

us

ThegirlsmadeamentalnotetohelpNethezeko,

theywentbacktopartymodebyplayinggamesand

askingNandiquestionsaboutNtsika…

****

MeanwhileatMthobisi’splacetheBiznizwere

enjoyingtheirdrinksalongwiththeseniors,itwas

laidback.



Busani:nithiuLungiwenzeni?(whatdidLungido

now?)

Nkosa:thatgirlisonamission,wedon'ttrusther

Shakes:I'mgoingtotalktoZinhle,Idon'tthinkshe

knowsthisgirlsintentions

Ntsika:she'swithBandileandthem?

Yanda:"didyousatelliteGoogleher??",Theyall

laughed

Ntsika:no,Icansmellit

Them:whaaat??



Ntsika:aynevermind,IjustknowIguessit's

intuition

Mtho:"Bhovunganeukahlenje?",heaskedwitha

concernedtone

Mnqobi:"hisgettingcoldfeet",theylaughedonce

more

Ntsika:coldfeetforwho,Nandiismine

Nkosi:tellthemson,she'sallyours

Mtho:Iknowwejokearoundandtellyoutochow,

butyourwifeisnumberone,onceyoumarriedthat

isyourbestfriend,yournextofkin,yourpartnerin

crime.Treatyourwifewithloveandrespect,make

herfeelworthyandvalued.



Nkosi:yourwifeisnotyourchildthatyoucanorder

around,yousitdownandcomeoutwithsolutions

togetherandmostofthetimetheyareright,they

willnotnagyouaboutsomethingifit'snot

important,indodaenhleiyamulalelaumkayo(a

goodmanlistenstohiswife).

Shakes:don'teverletyourguarddown,ask

Ntwenhlehewilltellyou,Iwon'tlieboysyourgirls

arebeautiful,whichmeansthere'sawholepackof

hungrydogswaitingforyoutomessupsotheycan

snatchawaywhatisyours.Treasurethem.

Ntwe:fromnowonI'mopeningfirekwasaniethi

hellokwiMbaliyami(towhateversayshellotomy

flower),theyalllaughedathim

Nka:Ifeelyoubafo,Irecentlyparalyzedadogthat

thoughthisbarkisbetterthanmines



Nkosi:youbetterprotectmyprincessNkanyezi

Nka:withmylife

Sizwe:I'mprobablythebiggestdoucheinthisroom,

butIhavelearntinlifethatselfcontrolgoesalong

way,cheatingisachoice,youcanavoidit.Be

faithful,spoilyourspousesandyouwillseefirst

handthewarmthofyourhomes

Busani:wedon'tbeatwomeninthisfamilyandif

oneofyoudo,youwilllearnthehardway.Ifshe's

hardtohandlemfakeembhedeniumshaye

ngomthondonjekwaphela(putherandbedand

fvckher)

Nkosi:iyonandukuyethukeleyo(that'sour

punishment)



Theyalllaughedandclinking

theirglasses…

__________

MPUNZIKINGDOM

Gwadlelacameinpantingwithsweatdrippingfrom

hisbody.

Gwadlela:Ndabezithayouhavetocallthemeeting

asap,Stellaknowsthatyouarenotunderher

daughtersspellanymore

Chief:buthow?

Gwadlela:Lwandletoldherthatyouhavebeen

actingwierd



Chief:sh!tokay,okay…justgivemeonemoreday,

PrincessisgettingmarriedonSunday

Gwadlela:youneedtogetoutofherethen,govisit

Nandiatleastthereyouwillbeprotected

Chief:whataboutyou?

Gwadlela:shedoesn'tknowI'minvolved,go…you

needtogonow

Chief:thankyouGwadlelaforeverything

Gwadlela:I'mwritingmywrongs,Ihopeyou

changedyourwill?

Chief:LwandlehastheoldonebutMnqobidrafted



anewoneandhiskeepingitforme

Gwadlela:Ndabezitha,Iwillseeyouatthewedding

Ndabezitha

GwadlelaleftthePalacequicklybeforeanyone

couldseehim,leavingthechiefpreparingtogo
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Theguardhaveloadedthebaginthecar,thechief

wasreadytogo.

Voice:whereareyougoing?

Chief:L…Lwandle..IuhmgoingtoseeNandi

Lwandle:withouttellingme?

Chief:wasgoingtofetchyoubyyourmotherson

myway

Lwandle:"howdidyouknowIwasatmymother's?",

shenarrowedhereyes

Chief:whereelsewouldyoube?Andwhat'swith



theinterrogation?Areyoucomingornot?

Lwandle:Nandiisgettingmarriedtomorrow,whydo

youneedtoseehernow?

Chief:Idon'tneedpermissiontoseemydaughter,

shecalledmecrying,Ithinkshe'sgettingcoldfeet

Lwandle:"heee",sheclappedherhands,"thatlittle

bitch,shemanagedtopushaheadandkeptitfrom

youforyearsandnowwhenit'stimetogetmarried,

she'scrying?"

Chief:"LWANDLE!!",shegotstartled,"Iwon'thave

youtalktomeinthatmanner,Nandiismydaughter

andtheprincessofthiskingdomandyourjobasa

chieftessistoguideher,nottoshameher"

SIYEZWANA!!



Lwandle:"Ndabezitha"shesaidsoftly

Chief:I'mgoingtogo,sinceyoudon'twanttogo,

cookformetripeandJeqe,that'swhatIwanttoeat

whenIgetback

Lwandle:"IwillgetPortia"…Hecuthershort

Chief:isPortiamywife?

Lwandle:no

Chief:Iwantmywifetoprepare

Hestormedoutandfeelingveryauthoritative,he

enjoyedmakingthewitchsquirmbutexhaledwhen

herealizeditwasshortlivedandthatLwandle

couldendhiminaninstant.Hedidaquickprayer



forthathairbreadthescape,heneededtogetaway

asfastashecouldbeforeLwandlecatcheson.

*****

AssoonastheChiefleftLwandlerolledhereyes,

butthengotexcitedbecausethisgaveherenough

timetoreviveherportions,shecalledPortiaand

instructedhertocooktheChiefsfoodasrequested,

shemadeamentalnotetopouradropofthe

portioninhisfoodandtherestshewillbathwithit.

Lwandle:eitherhelikesitornot,tonighthewill

devourmycookiejustlikethegoodolddaysandhe

willbesquirmingundermeinnotime,shestarted

chantinganddancingcallingthechiefsname.

*****



Asthecardrovefurtherawayfromtheruralarea

andintothecity,thechiefstartedsweatingand

feelingtheurgetosleepwithLwandle,hecould

almostfeelhersoftskininhishands.

Chief:turnthecararound,heshoutedatthedriver

Driver:Ndabezitha,hesaidashemadeaUturn

Thechiefstartedsweatingevenmore,callingout

Lwandle'snamewhilehetouchedhismanhood,the

driveropenedallofhiswindowswithworrywritten

onhisface,hethenhandedhimabottleofwater

Driver:drinkupNdabezitha,thatwillkeepyou

hydrated.

______



Sanelisiwe

Sanewassmilingfromeartoearthinkingoftheice-

creamdateshejusthadwithherfather,asbigas

sheisthatwasenoughtomakeherfeellikedaddy's

littleprincess,shethrewherselfinbedandsighed

"Senzeniheactuallylovesusmntase,I'msosorry

youdidn'tgettoexperiencethis",shesteppedinto

theshowerandlateronshewasallpreppedupfor

bedwhenacallcamethroughhercell.

Sane:hello

Voice:maKhuba,pleasedon'thanguponme

Sane:howcanIhelpyou?

Voice:weneedtotalk,pleasecomeandseeme



Sane:Ican't…Okay

Voice:pleasecome,I'moutside

Sane:"areyoucrazy",shegotupimmediately

rushingtowardsthewindow

Voice:youleftmenochoice,ngiyakucelamuntu

omuhle(please)

Sane:no

Voice:Nkosazaneemhlophe,ifyoudon'tcomethen

Iwillpressthebuzzer

Sane:FINE

Sheputonherunicornslippersandagownoverher



shortpyjamashorts.Inafewminutesshewas

approachingthecar,hegotoutandleanedonthe

carsmilingatSanelisiwe.

Him:yazibengikukhumbulekanjani,namanje

usasemuhle(ifonlyyouknewhowImissedyou

andIcanseeyoustillbeautiful)

Saneblushedwritingonthetarroadwithher

foot(slipper).

Sane:whatbringsyouhere?

Heattackedherwithahug,hissotallhehadto

bendtoaccommodateher,Sanefeltbutterfliesin

hertummiesandthisiswhatshehatesabouthim,

histouchaloneisenoughtosendherintoafrenzy.

Him:"comeinside",heopensthedoorforher



Sane:talktomeMageba

Hechuckledbitinghislowerlip..

Him:straighttothepointhuh?

Sane:yep

Him:eversincethatdaySanelisiweyouhaven'tleft

mymind,IthoughtwithintheyearsIwillforgetyou

andmoveonkodwaakwenzeki(butit'snot

happening)

Sane:Ihavemovedon

Him:Iknow



Sane:OK

Him:maKhubaI'msorryformyfoolishnessback

then,Ihavegrownovertheyears,Ihavefound

closure,Ihavegonefortherapy.Iamfreebutmy

freedommeansnothingwithoutyou,myheartand

bodyyearnsforyoustill.Whatdidyoudotome

ntokazi?

Sane:Mfanayouhurtme,shestartedcrying

Him:IknowbutIwanttofixitmuntuzangicela

unginikeelinyeithuba,hepulledherintohis

embrace

Sane:IjustgotoutofatoxicrelationshipandIwant

tofocusonmyselfMfanafuthi,Idon'twantyouto

fallthroughthecracksofabrokenheart



Him:I'mgoingtokillMelusi,heclenchedhisfist

revealinghisredeyes,hisdarkskinturnedpurple

Sane:"wait",shepeeledherselfoffhim,"howdid

youknowabouthim".

Him:Ihavemyways,lookIwillgiveyoutimetodo

whatyouneedtodobutpleasedon'tforgetabout

me

Sane:OK

Him:didhehurtyou?Youknow?

Sane:nonono,that'swhathewantedbutIgot

awayintime.

Heexhaledrelieved…



Him:OK,hebringshisenginetolifeanddrivesoff

Sane:andthen?

Him:Iwillbringyoubackinthemorning

Sane:"I'mnotgoinganywherewithyou",Ifoldmy

arms

Him:Ijustwanttocuddlekuphela

Sane:whydidn'tyouaskinstead?

Him:awukahle,Iwillbringyoubackinthemorning

HeflashedSanewithhisnaughtysmile,Sanejust



shookherhead,shetookthistimetoadmirethis

creaturebeforeher.Mfanafuthiwasnotyourtypical

cutehandsomeman,hishairwasalwaysruffled,he

wearswhateverbutthereissomethingabouthim

thatmakeshimlovable.Hisconfidencewas

accompaniedwithadarkaurathatcommanded

respect,hisstoicismwasunmissable,itwas

evidenceofhisjourneyinthisthingcalledlife.

Him:waseungibukekangaka?(youstaring),he

smirksmakingmeweak.

IamjellyunderMfanafuthi'spresence,oneofthe

reasonswhyIranforthehillswhenIpinpointed

redflags,Ididn'twanttostickaroundandfind

myselfdeepwithnoescape,hehassomuch

influenceovermeit'sscary.

_________



Enhle

Shewasexhaustedfromrunningaroundlikea

headlesschicken,butshepromisedNandithatthis

weddingwillbeadream.Theyhiredawedding

plannerwhoisworkingcloselywithEnhle.

Ntwe:awungizwisaphelaMbaliyami(pleasegive

mesome)

Enhle:I'msotiredManzini

Ntwe:youjustopenandIwilldoallthework

Enhle:whyareyoulikethiskodwaNtwenhle

Ntwe:indodakumeleiyinakekeleingadiyayo,

angifuniimbaliyamiibune(amanmusttakecareof



hisgarden,asformeIdon'twantmyflowertowilt)

Enhle:andwhatwillmakeyourflowertowilt?

Ntwe:awaziwenaukuthiumaungayicheleliimbali

iyabuna?(don'tyouknowifyoudon'twateryour

floweritwilts?)

Enhle:"Igetthatbut"…hecuthershort

Ntwe:Namingifunaukuchelelake(Ialsowantto

watermyflower)

Enhle:ngiyezwaSengwayo,letmecheckonthe

kidsandIwillbewithyou.

shesmiledandkissedhimbriefly,asshewas

walkingawayNtwenhlespankedherbuttandEnhle



giggledblushing.

****

Enhlewalkedintothetwinsroomsandgaspedas

shesawthemesstheyhavecreated.

Enhle:Ntando!!Ntandokazi!!yinile??(whatisthis),

sheshouted.

Ntando:itwasKazimummy,shewantedtocutmy

hair

Kazi:youtellingliesNtando

Enhle:andthewalls,whyareyouwritingonthe

walls??



Kazi:thatwasNtandomummy,Iswear

Enhlestormedoutmakingherwaytobedroomto

getNtwenhle'sbelt,it'sabouttimetheserascals

learnalessonortwo,shefoundNtwenhlelyingon

thebed.

Ntwe:"kwenzenjani?"(whathappened),heasked

concerned

Sheignoredhimandyankedthebeltoutofthe

closet,shestormedout.Ntwenhlewasnowrunning

afterher.

Ntwe:whathappenedmaHlase?

Enhle:it'syourrottenchildren,youmustseewhat

they'vedone



Enhlescreamedforthetwinsbuttheyhidunder

theirbedsscared.

Enhle:Ntando!!Kazi!!,wherearethosebrats,I

sweartoyouI'mshippingthemtotheir

grandparents,lookatthewallsNtwePERMANENT

MARKER,asifthat'senough,KazicutNtando'shair,

hisheadisfullofpatchesandit'sthewedding

tomorrow.

Ntwe:OKcalmdownsthandwasami,Iwilltake

NtandotothebarberinthemorningOK,andIwill

repaintthewall

Enhle:andhowisthatgoingtoteachthemalesson?

Ntwe:awumaHlaseyouwanttobeatmykidsfor

suchasmallthing,theyarejustkidsandthisis

theirhome,letthembefree



Enhle:nononoSengwayotherearecertainthings

thatweshouldn'tturnablindeyetoo,thisisoneof

them,theyneedtolearnresponsibility.Iwill

disciplinethem,Iwillnotallowyoutosoftenme

Thetwinsweregettingrestlessunderthebed,

listeningtotheirparentsgoingbackandforth,they

startedwhisperingtoeachother.

Kazi:shhhNtando,mummyisangry

Ntando:noyoumustshh,shewon'thitusdaddyis

there

NtwenhlechuckledcoveringhismouthandEnhle

narrowedhereyesathim

Enhle:GETOUT,Iknowyouunderthebed



Theyslowlywiggledthemselvesoutunderthebed

withatailbetweentheirlegs.

Enhle:Ntandokaziletthisbethelasttimeyoutouch

ascissorswithoutanadult,it'snotrighttocutyour

brothershair,youarenotahairstylist.Ntandoyou

haveplentyofcraftpaper,thewallsareofflimits.

Them:yesmummy

Enhle:momanddadworkveryhardforyoutoget

allthethingsyouhavebutyouhavealittlejob

calledresponsibility,foreverythingyouownyou

musttakegoodcareofitandguarditwithyourlife,

soyoucangetmorenewthingsbutifyoucannot

takecareofwhatyouhavethenyoucan'tgetnew

stuff

Them:yesmummy



Ntwenhlecrouchedtotheirlevelandworehis

seriousface

Ntwe:I'mnothappythatyoumademummysad,

youknowtherulesandyoubrokethemandI

alwaystellyouaboutconsequencesso

unfortunatelytheywon'tbedessertforyoutonight

ThetwinsstartedcryinghystericallybutNtwenhle

andEnhleleftthemwailing.

Enhle:that'smuchbetter

Ntwe:definitelymuchbetterthanyoubeatingthem

Enhle:theydon'tlisten,sometimestherodis

needed



Ntwe:yanamiI'mgoingtousemyrodonyoulater,

youmademebetraymykidsnowthey'recrying

becauseofme

Enhle:whatever,letmeplatethefood

Ntwe:youlookstressedout,what'swrong?

Enhle:Iwanttheweddingtobeperfectformy

brother

Ntwe:anditwillbe,You,Sébastien,maNtando

havebeenonitandIhavenodoubtthateverything

willcomeoutright,don'tstressOK

Enhle:Thanksbabe

Ntwe:gogetthekids,Iwillsetup



__________

Ntsika

HejustgotoutofacallwithNandi,theyparents

thoughtitwouldbebetterforhertospendthenight

atMthobisi’s,Ntsikaisworriedabouthershehas

beencryingalotlately.Hethoughtmaybeshe's

havingsecondthoughtsaboutthewedding,butshe

assuredhimthatsheis100%sureaboutthisstep

andthatsheloveshimwithallherheart.

Ntsikasighed,hetoowasfeelinguneasyandhe

justcouldn'tshakeitoff,theguyswereroundingoff

theirprepfortomorrowandweretojoinNtsikafor

thenightashisgroomsmen.Thegatebuzzergooff,

heglancedathiswatchanditread8pm.He

checkedtheCCTVanditwasn'thisbrothers.



Ntsika:howcanIhelpyou?

Voice:mynameisNqubekoMthiyaneandIworkfor

theChief

Ntsika:so?

Voice:hisherewithme,pleasesirheneedsyour

help
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Comedarkness,comelight…Youwillalwaysbemy

love

Acovenant,theonenessofNtsikayomuziand

Nandiwillbecompletedtoday,witnessedby

multitudesofpeople.Themetropolicehavecleared

theroadssurroundingtheICCtoavoidclashesfor

theRoyalwedding,theguestsarearrivingindribs



anddrabsdressedinshadesofpurpleandgoldto

complimentthecolorscheme.Theenthusiasmin

theatmosphereisdeafening,theexcitement,the

anticipationistooloud.Themediahavetakentheir

spotswaitingforanopportunitytopounceat

anythingthatcanbeturnedintonews,peopleare

posingforthecameraastheymaketheirwaydown

theredcarpet,youwouldsweartheyarein

Hollywood.

Enhlehasbeenupanddownatthevenuehelping

Sébastienconfirmthateverythingisperfect.

Enhle:wecannotaffordanyglitchesSebi,thisismy

brotherswedding,hisamarryingaprincess,ithas

tobeofhighcalibre

Sebi:itwillbejustthat,relaxhisflower,hesaid

dramatically



Enhletookastepbackandadmiredeverysingle

detailastheguestsweremakingtheirwayinandit

broughttearsinhereyes"it'sexquisite"shesaidto

herself.Herphonedisturbedher,itwasNtwe.

Enhle:Sengwayo

Ntwe:"Mbaliyamiiseverythingokay?",Shesighed

Enhle:it'sstunning,I'mjustworriedaboutthe

weather

Ntwe:wewillhaveaweddingtodaynomatterwhat,

wearereadytocome,thetwinsaresquealingin

excitement

Enhle:theyexcitedforcakeandsweetsnje



Ntwe:andtoperhapsseeprincessElsaandAnna,

becauseyouknowtheymightcometoprincess

Nandi'sweddingsincetheyareallprincesses

Enhle:ohmypoorKaziwillbedevastedwhenthat

doesn'thappen,shewon'tevenenjoythewedding

lookingforDisneyprincesses

Ntwe:wewillseeyoujustnow,andpleasedon't

stress,thinkaboutthebaby

Enhle:whichbaby?

Ntwe:theoneyouarecarrying

Hehungup,Enhlejustclickedhertongueand

resumedheradmirationdaze



_________

ATMPUNZIPALACE

Lwandlewaspacingupanddowninfustration,the

Chiefdidn'tcomebackhome,shecalledNandilast

nightbutsheconfirmedthathisfatherdidn'tarrive.

Stellawalkedinsnappingheroutofherthoughts.

Stella:everythingissetfor"Umabo"later

Lwandle:doesitlooklikeIcareaboutthat?Bhekiis

cheatingonmehedidn'tcomehomelastnight,he

shouldbeherepreparingforhisdaughterswedding

buthisnot

Stella:whichiswhyyoumustmakesurethisgoes

smoothlyforyoursake,becauseifyourallegations

aretruethenyoumydearareindeeptrouble



Lwandle:Iwillkillhimma,IswearIwillkillhim,

eventhepotiondidn'twork

Stella:somethingisnotright,maybehischeating

withanotherwitch

Lwandle:overmydeadbody,Iwilldealwithhim

whenhecomesforumabo

Stella:aren'tyougoingfortheceremony?

Lwandle:Noma,whatifheshowsupwithhis

mistressthere?Iwon'triskhumiliatingmyself

Stella:fine,wewaitforUmabothen,Bandileshould

bearrivinginDurbannow,heleftearlyhoursinthe

morning.IwanttodealwiththatgirlLungi,she

failedhermission



Lwandle:whatareyougoingtodo?

Stella:Iwantthatpotiontomakehercrazy,shewill

runthestreetsexposingherwomanhoodforallto

see,that'sifshehasn'tsleptwithanyoneyet

Lwandle:andifshedid?

Stella:thentheywillbeaddictedtoeachothertill

deathconsumesthem,theywilldiedoingit

Lwandle:madon'tyouthinkit'sabittoomuch,you

yourselfsaiditwon'tbeeasytobreakthroughthat

Khozaboy,comeon

Stella:IwastedresourcesonherLwandleandthe

leastshecoulddoisphoneandupdateusbutshe's

busyplayinghideandseek



Lwandle:stillma,weapproachedher,don'tbeso

harsh

Stella:fine,Iwilltakeherwombthenandacouple

ofyearsofherlife

Lwandle:youaresuchabadwitch

Stella:youshouldtoo,youarethedaughterofa

river,embraceyourpowers

_______

Nandi

Thisissupposedtobethehappiesttimeofmylife

butIfeelweakandheavy.Iwokeupwiththeurge



toprayandsoIhavebeenatitfrom4amthis

morning,myeyesarepuffyandred.Igetoffthe

bedanddragmyselftothebathroom,IsighasI

releasemyself,Iwipemyselfandflush.Ibrushmy

teethanddecidedtoshoweralltogether,mymind

driftsofftomymom,shewouldhavewokenmeup

dancingandsingingthismorning.Mywaterworks

resumealloveragainandthenthatfeelingengulfs

meoncemore.

I'mnowseatedonmybedasIreadNtsika's

messages,tellingmehowmuchhelovesme,the

doorfliesopenandmaNontandoandMarcia

rushesovertome,Ididn'trealiseIwassobbing

loudly.

Marcia:Meaganbabywhat'swrong?

Me:Idon'tknow,Ijustfeellike…



Ntando:Nandimybabydon'tworry,everythingis

perfectEnhleisatthevenueaswespeak,she

assuredmethatalliswellandIhavepicturesifyou

wanttosee

Me:thanksmabutit'snotthat

Marcia:escuchaprincesa(listenprincess)Iknow

youmissmama,butIknowsheiswatchingwithso

muchexcitementinheaven,shecannotwaittosee

youinyourweddinggown,shemightnotbehere

physicallybutinspiritsheiswithinMeagan.Please

makeherproudbygettingthattinyassupandget

readytomarrytheloveofyourlife

Nontandowasnowcryingtoo,shehuggedNandiso

tightasifshe'safraidofsomething.

Ntando:Sthandwasamipleasedon'ttellmeyou

havesecondthoughtsaboutNtsika,Iknowthis



soundsselfishbutitwillbreakhim

Nandi:Noma,Ilovehimandit'snotweddingjitters.

Thankyoumymummy'sbutcanIpleasehavea

momentalone.

Theynoddedandleft…Afteracoupleofminutes,

therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:comein

Incamethegirlsintheirdustypinktulle

bridesmaidsdresses,lookingeversogorgeous.I

madeallofthemmybridesmaids,andtheyareall

partnerswiththeirmen,Masabathaismymaidof

HonorbecauseNkosanaisNtsika'sbestman.

Sane'spartnerisamysteryevenIdon'tknowhim,

butNtsikaknowssoI'mcool.



Zane:wegotyoufood,weheardyouhaven'teaten

Sane:"ohdearlookatyourface,pleasecryenough

becauseonceIdomymagic,Iwillbecrossifyou

ruinit",Ichuckleabit

Masabatha:comeIwillfeedyou,Iwillnotallowyou

towalkdowntheaislehungry,imagineusuquleka

(ifyoufaint),themediawillhavefieldsday

circulatingyourvideos

TheyallsataroundmeasMasabathafedme,I

knowmasentthemtocheermeupandIappreciate

it.

Ntsiki:yourdressisgorgeousNandi,wowyou

makingmewanttoproposetoLiyanda

Zane:ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,don'teven



thinkaboutit

Futhi:what'swrongwiththat,thingshavechanged

now

Sabatha:pleaselistentoZanenotFuthiotherwise

youwillscreamingaloneinbedengasekho

usmithilelo(andthisonewon'tbethere),shesaid

pointingatFuthiwithaspoon

Theyalllaughed

Ntombiwalkedinwithtwoboereworsrollswith

onions,Srirachasauceandmustard

Ntombi:foryouMasabatha,Nkosanabulliedme

intomakingthisforyou,hesaidhewon'tmakeitin

time



Masabathagotembarrassed,whenshemessaged

Nkosana,shedidn'texpecthimtoaskhismomto

makeitforher.

Sabatha:I'msosorryma,youdidn'thavetomakeit

forme,Icouldhavewaited

Ntombi:Idon'tmindreally,hereIneedtohelpthe

ladiesgetreadyandNandimybabyallwillgowell,I

havebeenprayingforyou

AssoonasNtombileft,Nandiaskedtheladiesto

excuseherasshewasnowweeping,shestoodby

thewindowasgazedatthetorrentsofrainpouring

vigorouslywettingthegroundsinstantly,the

cracklingsoundsoflightningdecoratedtheskyas

anoutbreakofthunderroarsinvolumes.

Theladiesstoodbyherdoorfeelinghelpless



Zane:maIthinkyoushouldcallNtsikaandwhat's

upwiththisweather

NontandosigheddialingNtsika…

Ntsika:helloma

Ntando:wehavetriedeverythingbutit'snot

working,she'sbeencryingfromthetimeshewoke

up.

Ntsika:"ma",hissniffswerefollowedbyasoftsob

Ntando:don'tcrymfanawami

Ntsika:I'mcomingtoseeher

Ntando:No,youcan'tdrivelikethat,yourfatheris



comingtogetyou

Hehungup

*****

Ntsika

Idon'tcareifshedoesn'twantthiswedding,Iwant

tomakesureshe'salright,Ihavebeenfeelingdown

fromyesterday,themomentIsetmyeyesonthe

Chief,luckilyNqubekoalwayskepttheholywater

hegotfromthehealerinhiscarotherwisewe

wouldbesingingadifferenttune.Iwillpersonally

snapthatwitchesneckfromherheadifshe

touchesNandi,I'vehadituptillherewiththeir

nonsense.

Iwalkoutmyroomafterwipingmytears,Idon't



wanttobeseencrying,especiallynowthatmy

fatherinlawisinthemidst.Theguysarelooking

dapper,theyallwantedtobeinblacktuxedoandI

mustsaytheylooklikesomethingoutofa

magazine,I'minaslimfitblackandwhitetuxedo,

versaceloafersandsilveraccessories,IamNtsika

KhozaIcleanupwell.TheyarewaitingonmeIcan

tellbythestaresI'mgetting.

Iwillmeetyouatthevenue,I'mgoingtoseeNandi

Mnqobi:isn'tthatabadomentoseethebride

beforetheactualceremony??

Ntsika:Idon'tgiveafuckman,mywifeneedsme

andIwillbreakaeveryruleifIhavetoo

Nkosa:I'mcomingwithyou



Ntsika:OKcool,seeyouguysinawhile

Chiefcameoutthebedroomlookingdazzlinginhis

Africancustommadeslimfitsuit,yeshewasold

butsexyandstronglikeastallion.

Chief:I'mcomingwithyouaswell,Ntsikanodded

Mthobisiwasalreadyparkedoutside,inhisnavy

blueTuxedo,hebrokeitperfectlywithhisbrown

shoesandbelt,youcouldvisiblyseehisbrackets,

andthiswasathingamongsttheKhozamen.He

steppedoutthecarwithahugeumbrella,heran

overtoNtsikaandgavehimahugandpat,hethen

usheredthemtothecaranddroveoff

Inafewminutes,Mthobisipulleduphisdriveway.

Heparkedunderasheltersotheywouldn'tgetwet.



Mtho:"Ndabezitha,Ididn'tthinkyouwouldbehere",

hefinallyaskedaftertheboyshadjumpedoff

Chief:wewilltalkafterthewedding

Mtho:useverythingokay?

Chiefswallowedalumpandheldbackhistears

Chief:indodaayikhalaBhovungane(amandoesn't

cry),likeIsaidwewilltalk,let'sgetthesekids

married,Mthobisinoddedandtheyheadedinside

thehouse

****

Ntsikawalkedinandeveryonestoodup,theyhave

beenwaitingforhim.



Ntsika:youguyscango,Iwillmeetyouallatthe

venue.theyallnodded

Thentherewaschaosastheladiesgatheredtheir

stuff,theyalllookedfabulousintheirAfricanprint

tulledresses,theyscreamedroyaltyandthose

dramatichatscompletedthelookforthesenior

wives,Ntombiaskedeveryonetojoinhandsasshe

ledtheminprayerandtheywereoff.

Ntsikawalkedinslowly,shefoundhersittinginthe

floorinhergown,lookinglikeherworldisending.

Ntsika:Diamante!.

Sheturnedherheadquickly,shehoistedherselfup

asfastaslightning.



Nandi:El

Ntsika:let'srunaway,wedon'thavetodoallofthis,

wecangetDinganerelocatewhereever

Nandi:I'msosorry,IfeellikeIhavethewholeworld

onmyshoulder,likesomethingbadisgoingto

happen

Ntsika:comehere,theystayedineachother's

embraceforawhile

Ntsikalockedthedoor,hesmashedintoherlips

caressinghertinybreastwithurgency,sheletouta

softmoan,theyhelpedeachotheroutoftheir

clothesnotbreakingthekiss,theywereboth

gigglingundertheblanketsaftermoaningand

screamingeachother'sname.Aknockonthedoor

startledthem.



Ntsika:IthoughtItoldeveryonetogo

Nandi:wedohaveaweddingwaitingforus

Ntsika:let'sgogetmarried?

Nandi:let'sgogetmarried

Theyjumpedoutofbed,Ntsikawentintothe

bathroomwhileNandioutonhergowntoopenthe

door,itwasherfather.

Nandi:dad!

Chief:I'mwaitingtowalkyoudowntheaisleMissy,

getdressed

Shesmiledandhuggedhimtightly,shethen



skippedinexcitement,sheclosedthedoorand

startedgettingready.Ntsikapeepedthroughfrom

thebathroom.

Ntsika:ishegone?

Nandi:comehurry,helpmeinthisdress

Ntsikahelpedhiswifeintoherpurplemermaid

gownwitharuffleskirt,heassistedherintoher

goldChristianLouboutinheelswhilecaressingher

slimlegs,hethenwentonandputonherearrings

butthenshestoppedandgasped.

Nandi:Saneissupposedtodomymakeup

Shesighedinreliefwhensheheardherscreamon

theothersideofthedoor.



Sane:I'mstillhere,Nandigiggledcoveringher

mouth

Ntsika:youlookAngelicmkami,wow

Nandi:thanksmyeniwamiyoulookedstunning

beforeItookoffyourclothes,nowgetdressed

quickly,wearesuperlate.

Ntsika:letthemwait

Hegotdressedandtheybothstoodbythemirrorin

satisfaction,hepeckedherlips

Ntsika:Iwillbewaitinginthecar,takeyourtime

Sanewalkedinwithanaughtysmilefollowedby

Masabatha.



Sabatha:I'mtraumatizedbutnotasmuchasthe

Chief

Nandi:Nooooo,heheardallofthat?

Sane:ohyeah,fvckmepapi,fasterElaaaaah

Nandi:ohmygoshno,nowIdon'tknowhowtoface

him

Sabatha:youaresuchadramaQueenshame,all

thefussjustforadicknje,IthoughtIwasworse

Nandi:"it'snotlikethat,youwon'tunderstandbutI

willnotgothereagain,doyourmagicmadam",she

saidtoSane



AfterSanewasdone,Nandilookedmajestic,she

wasanatural,shegracefullywalkedoutthehouse,

therainimmediatelycametoahalt.Masabatha

liftedupherdresssoshedoesn'twetitfromthe

waterpuddlesonthefloor.Ntsikagotoutthecar

withhismouthhanging,it'slikehewasseeingher

forthefirsttime,hecoveredhismouthasheheld

backtears.

Nkosa:let'sgobeforeyouguysdelayusagain,yoh

umdavazouyathandwalayikhaya(welovesexin

hisfamily)

*****

ATTHEICC

Thefamilywasanxious,worriedthatthewedding

won'tcontinue,theyprovidedentertainmentand

foodfortheguestssotheydontfeelthelengthof



thewait.Themediawasgettingimpatientuntil

Sanecamerunningclickingherheels,she

whisperedsomethingtoEnhlewhorantowhisper

intoMthobisi’sear,SaneandEnhlerushedbackout.

Mthobisiwalkforthandgrabbedamic.

Mthobisi:weapologizeforthelengthywaitbutthis

isnotaboutusbutthecouplewhoissealingthe

dealtoday,theweddingisnowinmotionoverto

youMrMC

*****

OutsidetheBiznizstoodsidebysidewiththeir

partners,itwassuchabeautifulsighttosee,they

weresohappyandexcitedforthepair,thenmusic

blastedinthehallandthatwasanindicationforthe

danceoff,"Drogba"byAfroBgotthemhypedup.

Sanewaspuzzledbecauseeveryonehasapartner

exceptforherandnoonebotheredtoexplain,until

afamiliarscentcaughtherattention,shesmiled



beforeturningaround.

Mfana:I'mtheprincecharmingyouarewaitingfor

Sane:prince?Yeah…charming?notsomuch,she

giggled

Mfana:thenwhyareyoublushingsomuch?Usuze

wabomvu(youredeven)

Sane:canyoudance?ngingazengibukisengawe

(beforeIturnyouintoalaughingstock)

Mfana:doyourworstNana

Giveittothem,ahahah

Giveittothem×4

Joannayourbusybody



Busytonight

Joanna

Makeyounodeydullmetonight

Joannayourbusybodygivingmelifeohh

Heylifeeh

Joanna

JoJoJo

Joanna

(howyougonadomelike)

Joanna

JoJo

EnhleandNtwewerethefirsttoenter,thecrowd

screamedbecauseNtwenhlewaspouringoutsome

seriousmoveswhileEnhlecomplementinghim,a

wholeZulumangettingdownlikethat,Mnqobiand

Futhifollowedtheywereabitshysotheydidtheir

danceratherquick,thencameMfanaandSanethey



weren'tbad,theywerejustfoolingaroundthewhole

time,afterthemwasYandaandNtsiki,shewasso

shybutYandadidtheChrisTuckermovesthat

helpedNtsikitocalmdownthenerves.Thenthe

showbeganalloveragainwhenZaneandNka

camein,it'sliketheypracticedmorethantheothers

couples,theydancemoveswereinsyncitgotthe

crowdriledup,theylookedsocutetogether.Then

lastbutnotleastMasabathaandNkosanathemaid

ofhonorandthebestman,itwassoentertaining.

EweniwasbyperformedbytheoneandonlySjava

asthepageboyDinganeandNtandowalkedin,he

wascarryingatinybriefcase,theywereboth

wearingblackshades,theywalkedinwithsomuch

confidence,theyevenhadwiredlepelmics,talk

aboutrealbodyguards,theypretendedtobe

checkingthecoastthentheysignalNtsika.He

cameinthehallroaredinenthusiasm,heflashed

themhischarmingsmileashewalkinthemiddleof

hisbodyguards,whentheywerehalfwaydownthe

aislewhentheyimmediatelystoppedanddida



posewhilepretendingtobefixingtheircoats,damn

itwastoocute.Therewascheeringandululating

thenthemusicdieddownwhentheyreachedthe

front.

Beholdthemomentweallbeenwaitingfor,"the

bride",theululatinggotabitlouderwhenprincess

NandiZulu'sarmwasdrapedinherfather's,they

stoodjustbytheentranceofthehall,herface

coveredinalongwhitelaceappliqueveil,decorated

withflowersinshadesofpurple,inherhandshe

carriedacreambouquetdesignedwithgold.Chief

walkedhisdaughtergracefullydowntheaisleas

thecrowdcheered,camerasflashinginallpartsof

theroom,Ntsikawasmesmerizedbyhisbeloved

Nandiandcouldn'tbelievethatit'sreallyhappening.

JenniferHudsonwassingingontopofherlungs

"givingmyself"

IneverbeenwhoIwantedtobe

Ineverfeltcompletelyfree



Noone'severhadallofme

Ormademefeelsobeautifulandsexy

NowI'mflyinglikeanairplane

NowI'mridingontheopenrange

NowI'mlivingoutmydestiny

Iknowthetruth,

Igotitallinyouandme

Oh,I'mgivingmyselfovertoyou

Bodyandsoul

I'mgivingitover

I'mgivingmyselfovertoyounow

Thechieffinallygotthecouragetohandover,his

onlydaughter,onlychildasmuchasithurtsbuthe

wasgladthatit'sNtsikawhohashisdaughters

heartthiswayshewillbesafeandwelltakencare

of.



EventuallyRevKevinstartedtheceremony,he

sharedashortsermonaboutcleavingandleaving,

emphasisonthejourneyacoupletakesafterthe

actualwedding,thecultureofdependingsolelyon

eachother,youcleaveononeanotherasyouleave

yourrespectivehomestostartanewlife.Heledthe

coupleinprayertosealtheconfessions.

RevKevin:Ibelievethecoupleswanttosharetheir

ownvows.
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57Continuation

RevKevin:Ibelievethecoupleswanttosharetheir

ownvows??

NtsikaandNandibothgawkedateachotherthen

theychucklednodding.Thenchaosabruptedatthe

back,thecameraswereflashingbutyoucouldn't



reallyhearfromthefront,that'showbigthehallis.

Nkosenye,BusaniandShakesmadetheirwayto

theback,withinminutestheycamebackgiving

thumbsupandalittlewinkforNtsikahenodded.

RevKevin:maybeIshouldhaveposedthisquestion

earlier,isthereanyoneamongstyouwhoforany

reasonthinkthatthisweddingshouldn'tcontinue?

NtsikaandNandikepttheireyesoneach,theywere

notfazedbythisquestion,theybothhadnothingto

worryabout,thenagentlemanwalkedinlooking

rathersexy,hewasMexicanbythelooksofthings,

hewalkedallthewaytothefront,heflasheda

smileandwinkedatthecouple.

RevKevin:"noone?"Therewassilenceyoucould

hearapindrop,"Okayyoucanproceedwiththe

vows".



Ntsika:"comedarkness,comelightyouwillalways

bemyloveNandi,theunexplainableenergyIfeltthe

firsttimeIsetmyeyesonyouatMeijersbackinthe

US,thenagainyoudrovemeinsanewithyour

dancemovesattheclub",

Youcouldhearthegigglesfromthecrowd,some

saying"wuuuu",Iguessawholeprincessclubbing

isnotausualthing.Nandiblushedatthat

Ntsika:"it'sbeenyou,it'salwaysbeenyouMeagan,I

lovedyoufirstbutItriedmybesttohideit,my

friendCharliehereismywitness,what'sup

Charlie!?",

Thegentlemaninthefrontrowwinkedathim.

Ntsika:Peoplemayenvyusthinkingwehaveitall

figuredoutbuttheydon'tevenknowhalfofthe



thingswehaveconqueredtogether,heckweeven

madeababytogether.MaZulundoniyamiyamanzi,

yourpersistent,yourintelligence,yourstrength,

yourresilienceandyourselflessnessissuchan

inspirationtome,yourbeauty,yourcontagious

smileisbeyondcompare.IamsoluckyDiamante

thatyousawmeworthytobeyourhusband,by

yourpresenceyourencouragedmetochangefor

thebetter,lookatmenowI'mgettingmarriedtothe

mostbeautifulgirlaliveandIamafathertoa

handsomeson,theonewithabriefcase,his

handsomejustlikeme,rightDingane?…henodded

andeveryonechuckled.Nandisthandwasamiwith

thisringIpromisetoloveandrespectyou,to

protectandprovideforyou,tokeepyouhappy,to

befaithful,tosupportyoutillItakemylast

breath…Ndabezitha!!heslightlybowedandslida

hugerockontoNandi'sslimmanicuredfinger.

Nandi:Ishouldhavewentfirstshesaidwipingher

tears,



Ntsikapeckedherlipsthenpulledherintoahug,

thestayedaforaminuteuntilRevKevinclearedhis

throat.

Nandi:comedarkness,comelightyouwillalways

bemyloveNtsika,ElPilarwheredoIevenbegin.I

guessitkindofeasesmyconsciencetoknowthat

youfellinlovewithmefirstbecausewhenIlanded

myeyesonyouKhoza,everythingthatiscalled

moralswentoutthewindow,myeyesandheart

weresyncedtogetherandtheywantedyou.They

dayyouleftmetocomebacktoSAmylifewas

shattered,IwasdevastedforaslongasIcould

remembermeanwhileGodispreparingmeforallof

this,shepointsaroundthehallwithtearsstreaming

downherface.

ShespottedSaneinthecrowdwhowasbusy

gesturinghertocutitoutbecauseshewasruining

themakeup,Nandijustgiggledthroughhertears.



Nandi:youarenotjusthandsomeandageniusbut

youhaveaheartofgold,underneaththatstrong

andhumorousguyliesthepurestofhearts,your

selflessnessisimpeccable,theywayyoucareand

nurtureusisamazingHlasewami,Icanwalkinthe

lionsdenaslongasyoutellmeit'ssafeI'minside

that'showmuchItrustyouandnotevenonceyou

haveyouletmedown.Iamblessedthatyousaw

mefittobeaQueeninyourcastle,Iamluckytobe

theonethatsleepsonthatchest,Iloveyouwith

everymuscle,everytissue,everyfibreinme,

Bhovungane,Hlaseangisabiluthoumanginawe,

ngikhombangophakathi,nginethezekile(I'mnot

afraidofanythingwhenI'mwithyou,I'm

comfortable,I'mcontent)

Havingsaidthat,withthisringNtsikayomuziKhoza,

Iwillloveandrespectyou,Iwillfeedandtakecare

ofyou,Iwillsupportandguideyou,Iwillkeepyour

homeandbedwarm,Iwillkeepyouhappyandkeep

yourtimberlandsinaperfectlinetillmylastbreath,

sheslidthesilvercustommadeweddingbandonto

Ntsika'slongthickfingers,shewentdownonboth



kneesandchanted…Ndabezitha!!

Thecrowdwentcrazy,therewasendlesscheering

andululating,RevKevinwaitedforthecrowdto

calm,hehadahugesmileplasteredonhisface

becausehelovedhavingthemformarriage

counseling,theyloveforeachotheroozesoutof

themautomatically

RevKevin:withthepowerbestoweduponmebythe

GodAlmighty,IpresenttoMrandMrsKhoza

Thecrowdwentcrazyagainwithcamerasflashing

allaround,NtsikaandNandiwereledtothebackto

signfortheirunion,itwasdone.Thenatorrentof

raineruptedoutsideoncemore,itwasmorelikea

blessingfromaboveorasign.

*****



Thereceptionfollowedratherrushedbecauseof

time,theystillhadtodo"Umabo",thechiefdidn't

notbudgehewantedeverythingtobedonetoday

sotheKhoza’scomplied,theycutdownthe

speakerslistandhadtoremovethingsonthe

programsoitsniceandshort.Nandididn'twantto

letgoofthefatheranddaughterdance,everyone

wastakenbackbythewaytheymovedswiftlyto

thebeatofLutherVandross"dancewithmyfather",

Nandiclungeduntohimastheybothweteach

otherwithtears,itwassoemotionalthatit

contaminatedthecrowd,sniffsisallyoucouldhear

andtissueswipingeyesandblowingnoses.

ShealsodancedwithNtsikatoBobMarley"isthis

love"itwassocutebecauseDinganecouldn'tresist,

hecameandjoinedhisparents,thepeopleateand

haddessertalongwiththe8tiercake,thentheMC

announcedthattransportisavailableoutsidetogo

to"Umabo"inDurbanNorth,tothosewhoare

interested.Thesingleladieswereabitdissapointed

thatNandicouldntthrowherbouquetbuttimewas



againstthem.Theraincametoahaltoncemore

whenthecouplelefttheICCtoDurbanNorth.

*****

Bandile

Hewaspuzzledtowhyhismotherwasn'tpresent

forallofthis.Sohecalledher.

Lwandle:what'stakingsolonglapho?

Bandile:weleavingfor"Umabo"

Lwandle:onlynowyouareleaving?"whattimeare

yougoingtoarrivehereeMpunzi?

Bandile:youdidn'tknow?Weallgotmessages



abouttheannouncement,didn'tyouknow?"Umabo

istakingplaceattheKhoza’s

Lwandle:what??Ithoughtitwashere,weevenset

upnoonetoldme

Bandile:"Idon'tknowwhytheChiefwouldn'ttlyou,

butheisherehavingthetimeofhislife

Lwandle:howdareheshutsmeoutlikethis?

Bandile:lookmaIhavetogo,Iwasjustwondering

whyyouarenothere

Hehungup

*****



Nandiwasinisidwaba(skirtmadeoutofacow's

Hyde)andisicholo(woventraditionalZuluhatfor

women)coveredinacow'spieceoffatcalled

"umhlwehlwe",theKhozapouredgallonherand

introducedhertotheancestorsbyburningincense,

shewasnowaproperrecognizedKhozawife,the

sunshoneliketherewasn'tevenadropofrain.

NtsikawasinZulutraditionalattiremadeoutof

cowsHyde,hewaslookinglikeastronghandsome

warriorgoingtowar,thecrowdhadmadeabig

circleaftertheexchangingofgifts.TheBiznizwere

allinthetraditionalattiresalongwiththeirwomen,

theylookedsogoodtogetheryouwouldwishthey

couldalljustgetmarriedtoday.Ntsikawalkedto

themiddlewithhisshieldandspearhestarted

runningfromsidetosideoccasionallyhittinghis

shield,Nandistarteddancingwithagrassbroomon

herhand,therewasululatingastheydancedfor

eachother.Ntsikawalkedtoherandheldherhands

thentheheavensopenedupagainandatorrentof

rainfelluponthem,everyoneraninsidetofind

shelterbutNtsikaandNandistayedputunderthe

rain.



Theystoodthereandkissedpassionatelyaswater

gusheddowntheirbodies.

Nandi:thisskirtisgettingheavyonme

Ntsika:asazibecauseyouhavetokeepiton

Nqubekocamerunningtowardsthepair…

Nqubeko:"youneedtocomeNOW",thesenseof

importanceinhisvoicewasunmissable,theyran

behindhimintothehouse.
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Therewassilenceintheroomasthefamily

gatheredaroundincuriousity,Nqubekoentered

followedbyapantingNandiandNtsika,theywere

droppingwet.

Chief:pleaseclosethedoorandmakesurenoone

islingering,thisisveryimportant.

Shakesdissappearedforacoupleofminutes,then

hecamebacknoddinghishead,hethenlockthe



door.

Chief:firstlyIwouldliketosaycongratulationsMr

andMrsKhozaonsuchabeautifulunion,Ntsika

sonthankyouforbeingperfectformydaughter,

ngibongenjekuninabo(Iwanttothankyou)

Bhovunganefortakingcareofmylittleprincess,

youdidsomethingthatIfailedtodo.

Nandi:baba!

Chief:letmefinish,yesNandiandNtsikaareinlove,

thatisevidentlyvisiblebutIwantyoutoallknow,

it'snotbymistake.IknewthisdaywillcomeandI

justdidn'tknowthefaceofit.

Nkosi:"Ndabezitha!Whatisgoingon?"hesaid

impatiently



Chief:"Bhovunganemykingdomiscrumblingdown,

myZulureignisover,thewitcheshavetakenover

andthere'snothingwecandoaboutitbecause

isikhathisengonyamasifikile"(timeforthelionhas

come)Ntsikashiftedabit

Busani:Ingonyamayanimanje?(whatareyou

talkingabout)

Chief:Nkosiyabo'sKhozawasyourgreat

grandfather,hesinglehandedlykilledalionthat

markedhimonhisbackastheKingofourentire

kingdombutmygreatgrandfatherandhisfriends

weregreedy,theykilledhimsndliedthathewas

killedbythelion,theydividedthekingdomamongst

themselveswhichiswhywehavechiefsinsteadof

aKing,thehealerwhoinitiatedthemknewabout

thelies,heconfrontedthembuttheykilledhimbut

beforehediedhewarnedthemthattheysumto

nothingandthatINGONYAMAwillsurelycome

homeandclaimwhatistheirs.



Mtho:"weBhekimuzikahlekahleufunaukuthini?",

Hesaidgettingworkedout

Chief:Iwasn'tsurewhenIfirstmetyoubutthatday

youcametopayforNandi'shead,thetorrentofrain

wasablessingfromtheancestors.Nandiischosen

forNtsika

Mtho:"thatisbullshit…you",hepointedhisfingers

attheChief,"youtrickedmysontomarryyour

daughter".

Nkosi:yousleepingwithawitchright?

Chief:noIdidn't,Iunderstandyouareangryofthe

findingsbutI'mimplicatedbymyfather's.Ididn't

choosethis.Iamwillinglysteppingdown,Idon't

knowabouttheotherkingdomsbutthekingdom

needsyou



Busani:toughluckbecausewedon'tneedit,you

familykilledourgreatgrandfathertheymustdie,

theywitchesmustkillallofyou

Mtho:wegrewupwithoutafamilybecauseofyou

familiesselfishness,welostourfamilyinthemost

gruesomewayandyouarehererunningyour

mouthlikeit'snothing,takeyourdaughterandleave.

Ntsika:hecangobutNandistayswithme

TheyallturnedthrowingdaggersatNtsikawhowas

holdingacryingNandiinhisarms

Chief:I'msorry,Iknowitmeansnothingbutyouare

thepride,niyiziNgonyamaandtheonewhohasthe

markistheKingandifyoudon'ttakethethrone,the

thronewillconsumeyou.



Hestooduptoleave…

Nkosi:whyareyouonlytellingusnow?

Chief:honestly?IdiditforNandi,Iwanttodie

knowingshe'swelltakencareofandonlyyoucan

protecther,withoutyouandyourancestorswho

havebeenprotectingherfromthetimesheran

awayfromhome,shewouldbedead,soyesIwas

selfishthistimearoundformydaughterssake.

Onceyouareinthekingdomyouwon'tbeableto

marryherbecausehonestlyshedoesnthaveroyal

bloodandshe'snotavirginanymoreso.

Ntsika:Itookherpurity,Ilovehersoshestayswith

me

Mtho:son!



Ntsika:nodadNandiismywife,she'saKhozanow

Busani:youjustachildNtsikasiyakhuluma

sibadalawenauyagxambukela(wearetalkingas

adultsandyouarejumping)

Ntsika:youknowwhat,I'mmadofwhatNandi's

greatgrandparentsdid,butshewasn'tevenborn

andwemetinAmerica,shedidn'tevenknowI'ma

ZulufromKZN.IwillnotpunishherortheChieffor

crimestheydidn'tcommit.

Mtho:ifhewassosincerewhydidn'thetellus

beforethewedding?

Ntsika:IwouldhavedonethesameifNandiwas

mydaughter,hewasjustsecuringherfutureandby

thelookofthings,itwasgoingtobeeasyforyouto

chuckherout,Noangivumi



Ntando:Nandiisgoingnowhere

Mtho:andwhoaskedyoutospeakNontando?

Ntombi:comeNandibaby,let'sgetyououtinthat

skirtandleavethesegrumpyoldmentodealwith

theirissues

Thewivesandthegirlsleftfollowingeachother.

Nkosa:I'mwithNtsika,wesupposedtobedealing

withthosewitches,asforthismatterit'sbeyond

ourcontrol.

TheBiznizagreedbynoddingtheirheads.

Busani:whatifhislying?



Chief:I'mnot,soonyouwillfindout

Mtho:"thisismadness",heexclaimed

Thechiefstoodupandbidfarewellbutthelookshe

gotcouldkillInstantly,Nqubekofollowedhimafter

bowingandnoddingatNtsika.

*****

Theweddingwasstillonoutside,therainwasgone

likeitnevercame,peoplewereeating,singingand

dancing.TheKhoza’sblendedwiththecrowdafter

thisintensemeeting,Ntsikawentstraighttohis

room,wereheknewhewouldfindNandi.

Ntsika:mkami



Nandi:HlaseI'msosorrythatyouarefightingwith

yourfamilybecauseofme,IsweartoyouIdidn't

knowandIdon'tknowwhydadwouldkeepsuch

information

Ntsika:youdon'tneedtoexplainyourselftoanyone,

youaremywifeandIwillprotectyou

Nandi:maybeIshouldgoawayjustforlittleuntil

everythingiscalm

Ntsika:usuyangibhedelakemanje(youare

vommittingrubbishnow),awuyindawo,youwill

stayhereandwewillfacethistogether

Nandi:didyouseeyourfather?Thewayhelooksat

menow



Ntsika:don'tworryabouthim,hewillneverharm,

theyarejustangry

Nandi:okay,shesmiledathim

Ntsika:doyouwanttogooutsideorstayin?We

cancuddleandrestit'salongwaytoMuai,Nandi's

eyeswidenasshejumpedonthebedscreaming.

Nandi:Noyoudidnot?

Ntsika:yesIdid

Nandi:howdidyouknow?Shewasnowcrying

Ntsika:areyounotmywoman?Justsoyouknow,

youbettercomebackpregnantotherwisesoxabana

(wewillfight)



Nandi:ohmygoshElI'msoexcited,whydidn'tyou

tellme,Ithoughttherewasn'tahoneymoon,Idont

haveappropriatethingstotake,ohmygoshu

cannotwaittohula,shestartedshakingherhips

Ntsika:youwillgeteverythingyouwantthere,carry

onshakingyourhipslikethat,ngizokubhebha

uhhayizengiyakutshela(Iwillfvckyoutillscream,

I'mtellingyou)

Nandi:awungiyekeplease,I'mdoinghappydance,

I'mgoingtoMuai.

Ntsikascoopedherupandthrewherinbed,she

couldn'tstopgigglingattheverymomenttheywere

happy,forgettingaboutallthetroublestheyhad.

_________



Mfanafuthi

Me:howarethingsattheBoutique?Saneturnedto

facehim

Sane:it'sreallygreat,I'matabetterplacesincemy

fatherandIfixedthings

Me:that'sgood,I'mproudofthewomanthatyou

aretoday

Sane:Ican'tsaythesameaboutyou

Me:hawuyin?(what?)

Sane:youdidsowellforyourselfbutyoudon't

wanttoleaveyourdodgydealings



Me:whotoldyouI'mdoingdodgydealings

Makhuba?

Sane:I'mnotblind

Me:Ididn'tsayyouwere

Sane:IfyouthinkIwilldateacriminalthanyou

haveanotherthingcoming

Me:soyouaregoingtodateme?

Sane:Ididn'tsaythat

Me:qhubeka(carryon)bythewayI'manelectrical

engineerNtombiemhlopheokunyenokunye

angikwazi(beautifulgirlasfortheotherthingsI



don'tknow).

Myphonerangonthepedestal,Ireachedoutforit,

itwasmymom.Iputitonloudspeaker.

Me:oledy

Mom:oledylokunukayiniMfanafuthi(mommyfoot)

Me:kwenzenjani?(whathappened?)

Mom:"mybackissorefrombendinginthegarden",

Ichuckled.

Me:whyareyoubendinginthegardenma?

Mom:myyamsandsweetpotatoeswon'tgrow

themselves



Me:butI'mpayingNomvelotodoallofthat

Mom:"thepoorgirlistiredofwaitingforyouto

marryher,Ithinkshehasaboyfriendnowbecause

shedissappearsoutoftheblue",Ilaugh

Me:Icanhiresomeoneelseifshe'snothelpingyou

anymore

Mom:nononoIwantumakotiMfanafuthi,yooo

nkosiyamiIneverthoughtIwillseethiswithmy

owneyes,mysonisscaredofgirlsyeyiushimile

Magebaawu.

Sanecouldn'tstoplaughingatme…

Me:kantiluthoNtombiendalaumakotingihlelinaye

la,inkingayakheuyuvila,ngekeakusizeensimini



(actuallyI'msittingwithmywifetoberightherethe

problemisthatsheislazyandshewon'thelpyouin

thegarden),Sanewidenshereyes,goodnexttime

shewilllearnit'srudetolaughatothers

Mom:mayeeumakotiwasedolobheniakusenani

aslongasyouhavefoundher,maybeshecancome

andteachmethecitylife,giveherthephoneIwant

totalktoher

Sanegivemeadeathstarebutshehasnochoice,

shewantedtolaughatmeright?.

Sane:yeboma

Mom:hawuIthoughthewaslyinglomnyamane,

yourvoicesoundssobeautiful

Sane:thankyouma



Mom:soyouareacitygirlthatwearsthoseshort

thatshowsyourbumsandthoselonghair,Sane

giggled

Sane:theshortsIweartheminsidethehouseand

yesIdohavelonghair

Mom:uyogcinangokugqokelayenakeumnyamane

laphoayilaemzinikaMageba(youwillonlywear

thatforthatdarkonetherenotintheMageba

household)

Sane:yeboma..

Mom:pleasebepatientwithhim,I'mgettingoldand

Iwantatleastfourgrandchildren

Sane:yeboma



Mom:ngicelaufikephelanayeloyomnyamaneAve

ngubhorekile(pleasecomeandvisitme,I'mbored)

Sane:wewillma

Shecovershermouthsoshedoesn'tlaughloud

Me:that'senoughmanje

Mom:ubizweubaninekhandaelikhulu,lento

emnyamaIwasstilltalkingtomydaughterandthis

ismyairtime(whocalledyoubighead,yohdark

thing)

Me:byemaIwillphoneyoulater

Mom:byebyemyboy



Me:byemummy

Shehungup…Saneburstoutlaughing

Me:Itoldyoushe'scrazy

Sane:Iloveher

Me:let'sgoseeherthisweekend

Sane:Ican'twait
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ThegirlswereseatedoutsidePlanBinMackeurtan

Drive,itwasabeautifulsunnyday.

Zane:FuthiIknowyouarecarryingaMpungose



rascalintherebutyouaregoingforthethirdbowl

now?

Futhi:leavemealoneplease

Sabatha:thesewafflesarelife,shesaidravishing

herportion

Ntsiki:Masabathawhatisyourexcuse?

Sabatha:I'mfoodieguys,that'snobrainer,whyare

youactingallsurprised.Plusungiphethekahleudali

ngihappy(mymanistreatingmewell,I'mhappy)

Sane:"leavethemalone",shesaidgluedtoher

phone

Theylookedatherwithdisapprovinglooks



Sane:what?

Zane:youhavebeenonthatthingfromthetimewe

gothere,whoareyoutalkingtoo?

Sane:nooneimportant

Futhi:Saneuyajola?(youaredating?)

Sane:No,I'mnot

Zane:don'tyouthinkit'stoosoon?AfterRango?

Sane:wenotdating,wejustfriends

Sabatha:yeahright,weareyourfoolsvele



Ntsiki:becarefullove,rememberSanelisiwecomes

first

Futhi:whoisit?

Sane:Mfana

Zane:whoisthat?

Sane:MfanafuthiZulu

Theyallgaspedinshock

Futhi:ohmygosh,yourpartnerfromthewedding

Sane:relaxIknewhimlongbeforethat



Zane:phew!Yougotmerightthere

Sabatha:yourmangivesmethechills

Sanelaughedsohardthathertummywassore.

Sane:don'tjudgeabookbyitscover,hisactuallya

sweetheart.YeshisdarkwithredeyesbutIfeel

rightathomewithhim

Ntsiki:friendsmyfoot,niyalalananina(youare

sleepingtogetheralready)

Sane:nowearen'tactually,likeIsaidwearefriends.

Thegirlscarriedontalkinguntilitwastimetopart

ways.



_________

Masabatha

I'mgettingfatbytheday,I'malreadyabiggirlbut

thisisfustrating…myskirtsbarelyfitme,Ineedto

goshoppingfornewclothes.I'mwearingmyblue

denimwraparoundminiskirtandtuckedinmy

lightsbluestripedshirtandblackblockheels,I'm

onmywaytoNkosana'sapartmenttocookwhileI

waitforhim.IfyouthinkIlovefoodthenyou

haven'tmetmyman,Iparkmyminicooperinside

thegaragesinceI'msleepingover.Thesoundof

rockmusiccatchesmyattentionasIwalkcloserto

thedoor,IchuckledabitIwonderwhat'swrong

withhimtodaylisteningtorockmusicbutNkosana

isunpredictablelikethat.

ImessagedthegirlsthatIhavearrivedandthat



Nkosanatrickedme,hisactuallyathome.Iunlock

thedoorandthere'srosepetalsonthefloor,Ifeel

mywholebodywarmingupinexcitementofwhat

awaitsme.Ipickuptheremotetoswitchoffthe

horiddmusic,Imakemywayupstairsonlytofind

theshockofmylife.Sheseesmeandgetsstartled,

I'mlivid,IrunbackdownstairsIfishoutformy

phoneinmybagwhenIfeelathudonmyheadand

itwaslightsoutforme.

_______

Nkosazane

I'mdrivingasfastasIcantogettotheoffice,my

breakwasover30minutesago,Ntsikawouldhave

afitifhefindsoutthatIwentoutlongerthanI

shouldforlunchbutIwaswithmysistersthings

neverreallygoasplanned.Iaminchargewhile

Ntsikaishoneymooning,Nkosanaisoverlooking

thingssinceI'mnewinthisfield.



Me:I'mhere,I'mhereIscreamasIstorminmy

office

Nkosa:wherehaveyoubeenmylove?Yourland-

linehasbeenflooding

Me:IwenttolunchbutIlosttracktime,pleasedon't

tellNtsika

Nkosa:don'tmakethisahabit,yourunninga

businesshere,imaginehowmuchmoneyyoulost

inthelast30minutes

Me:IknowI'msorry,itwon'thappenagain

Nkosa:Iknow,Iwasheretomeetwithacement

companyupNorththatneedsoneofyourmachines

installedtopacktheirproducts



Me:and?

Nkosa:youknowme…wein

Iscreamandcovermymouth,thatcompanywill

bringinmillions.I'mnotgoodatrunningabusiness

butmachines,manI'minmyelementandNkosana

isbornforthebusinessworld,hisgreatandhis

negotiatingskillsareinsane,justlikeourdad.

Me:"aiboSabathasentusamessagesayingyou

arehome?"Ipagethroughmyphoneandshowitto

him

Nkosa:I'mhere,howwouldIbehome?Letmecall

her

Iwatchedhimdialingherphoneacoupleoftimes



anditmademewonderwhywouldshebeunderthe

impressionthathewashome,Nkosanabringsme

backtomythoughts.

Nkosa:she'snotpickingupmaybeshehasfallen

asleep,Ibetshewon'tevencookforme

Me:pleasecheckonher,I'mnotsettlednje

Nkosa:"Iwillgostraighthomeaftermynext

meeting",hehuggedandkissedmyforeheadand

left

Icanseemyhandsomefiancestridinginwith

daisiesinhishands.

Nka:watkynstekie



Me:youspendingtoomuchtimewithLanga

Nka:howareyouhermosa,weshareabriefkiss

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Nka:I'mgreat,I'msendingalettertoyourfamily,I

wantthenegotiationstoundergosoon,I'mtiredof

waitingZane

Me:andwhatareyouwaitingforvele??

Nka:Idon'tknowIjustdidn'twantyoutofeelI'm

rushingyou

Me:sendtheletterNorwood,Iwanttosleeponthat

chesteverynight



Nka:pleasesleepovertonight

Me:alright,I'llletmomknowandweshouldbeset,

youmustcookformethough

Nka:hawuHermosayouknowI'mabachelor,Iget

excitedwhenyoucomebecauseIknowyouwill

cookforme

Me:Iknowbutnaweyoumustcookforme

sometimes

Nka:yessometimesbutnottoday

Me:weee,howisLangaandCarane?

Nka:theyaregoodactually,hisgrownapairthat

one.HeisexcellentwithhisdaughterIcan'tfault



him

Me:momhasbeencomplainingthatshemisses

her,soIguessshewillfetchhersoon.

Nka:Iguess,comehere

Iwalkedovertohim,heindicatedthatIsitonhis

lap,Ididandwestartedkissing.

________

Futhi

AuntDelisilephonesmeeverynowandthenjustto

findouthowI'mdoing,IletherinbutIreservea

partofmebecauseIcan'tfullytrusther,she's

inconsistentandunpredictable.Myuncle'saremy



newbestfriendsandIknowithastodowithmy

familyinlaw,greedymuchbutatleastInowknow

thatIhavefamily.Ifinishedmyclassesearly,I'm

nowboredtodeath,Ican'twaitforthisyeartobe

oversoIcanclosemybooks,it'sexhausting.I'mon

mywaytoMpungoseandsonsImissmyman,ina

fewminutesIarriveandmakemywayin.

Istartatreceptionbecausenooneisallowedtogo

passthatpointwithoutconsultingthereceptionist.

Me:hiBrownyn,I'mheretoseeMnqobi

Bron:Futhihey,MrMpungosejnrisverybusytoday

butletmetryforyouok

InodasImakemyselfcomfortableonthecouch,

it'ssocozyIsuddenlyfeelsleepy,Bronwalksover

tome.



Bron:youcangothrough,shelightlychuckleswhen

Iyawnandstretch.

Me:thankyou,nowIwanttosleep,shegiggles.

Ipickedupthelunchboxandmakemywaytohis

office.Ifindhimonhisfeetgluedtohislaptop,his

wearingawhiteshirt,blackcoat,blacktrousersand

shoeswithablackgowninhishand,andIjust

knewthatit'scourtdaytoday.

Me:MpungoseIbroughtyousomefood

Mnqobi:heyMabhengu,comehere

Iwalkovertohim,wekissedbriefly,hecrouched

downandstartedkissinghisbaby,thewayhetalks

toherasifshecanhearhim.



Mnqobi:heylittleman,didyoumissme,daddy

missedyoutoo,IloveboyboyandIcan'twaitto

meetyou

Me:itsagirlnotaboy

Mnqobi:Ihaveneverarguedwithyouaboutthe

gendersopleasedon'targuewithme,whatdoyou

havethere?

Me:Imadeyoubeefsubs

Mnqobi:"really",hisfacelitup,hereallylovesthem

Me:justthewayyoulikethem,withalotofsauce

Mnqobi:thankyousomuchmkamiandIknowyou

can'tstandbeefrightnow,yousacrificeforme



Me:wellyeah,Ididn'tdoitforfreethough

Mnqobi:anything

Me:"I'mhorny",Iplayedwithmyhandsshyly,he

justchuckledwhilebitingonhissubs

Mnqobi:allofthisformydick?

Me:argh…Souyanginikanoma?(areyougoingto

giveittomeor?)

Mnqobi:Ihavetogomkami,Ihaveacaseinan

hourandIstillneedtotouchbasewithmyclient

Me:kancaneplease



Mnqobi:noFuthi,Iwillmakeituptoyoulater

HegrabbedhiskeysasIwipedmytears,he

grabbedhissuitcaseandhereachedoutformy

handsandwemadeourwayout.Ididn'tevenwant

tolookatBrownyn,Ididn'twanthertoseeme

crying.

Mnqobi:pleasedon'tcry,Ipromiseyouwillbevery

happywhenIcomeback,nowgoandIwillseeyou

later

Me:I'mcomingwithyou

Mnqobi:comeonFuthi

Me:noI'mcoming



Iyankedmyhandoutifhisandmademywaytohis

car,Iopenedandsatwhilefoldingmyarms.He

cameinandsighed.

Mnqobi:"putonyourseatbeltplease",Ididhedrove

off

____________

Masabatha

Ifeltastingofpainonthebackofmyhand,Iput

handontheareawhereIfeelthepainandIfeltthe

moistureonmyhairandIknewitwasblood,thenit

allcamebacktome…THATBITCH,Iquicklyscan

theloungeandyepintheflash,IknowIwastold

she'scrazysoIneedtodownplayeverything,I

slowlyhoistedmyselfupfromthefloor.She's

sittingherbareflatassonmycouchinblack

lingerie,Iwonderwhatwassheplanning.



Me:Amberwhatareyoudoinghere?

Amber:Ishouldbeaskyouthat

Me:okay

Amber:getout,shekilledhercigaretteonmycouch

asshepuffedacloudofsmokeinmydirection,so

shewaswatchingmeunconsciousthewholetime.

Me:okay,letmegetmystuffandIwillgo

Amber:don'tworry,Idrownedyourphoneinwater

sodon'ttryandtricksgirlie

Me:whyareyoudoingthis?



Amber:youcameandtookwhat'sminebutdon't

worryI'mbacknow,soyoucango

Me:okay,Iattempttowalkupthestairsbutshe

pulledmyafroaggressivelythatIfeelonthefloor

MyragedshotupinstantlyIgotupandstarted

beatingher,sheescapedandtriedtorunupstairsit

wasmyturntopullhergoldlocks,shecame

thuddingdown,IkickedherfacewhenIsawher

bleedinguncontrollablyIsteppedback,Iturnedto

tryandreachthetelephonetophoneNkosanabutI

feltthevasebreakingonmybackandwaterand

glasssplashedandscatteredallover.Adrenaline

wastothemaxbecauseIcouldn'tfeelanything,I

chargedtowardsherandstartedpunchingher,I

bangedherherheadcountlesstimesonthewall,it

wentonuntilIfeltasharppaininmystomachand

thenamotherofcrampsfollowed.

Ilethergoandshejustfloppedonthefloor,Ididn't



carebecausemyownpainwasoverwhelming,then

Isawbloodmakinglinesdownmylegs,Ifeltfaint

astheenergyinmybodyleftme,thepainIfeltall

overmybodywasnowunbearable,Iclosedmy

eyesanddarknesstookover.

_______

Nkosana

Ihavethispremonitionthatsomethingunpleasant

isgoingtohappen,Iroundoffthemeetingand

immediatelydialMasabathabutthistimeitwent

straighttovoicemail,justasIgrabmykeysIgeta

callfromZane.

Me:mylove

Zane:areyouokay,myintuitiontellsmesomething



isnotokay

Me:metoo,it'sthatgutfeeling,I'mgoinghometo

checkonMasabatha

Zane:OKpleasekeepmeposted.

ShehungupandIsuddenlyfeelhotinthissuit,I

takeoffmyjacketandloosenthebuttonsonmy

wrist,Ifoldmyshirtupuntilmyelbows,Ihoponto

mycaranddrivestraighthome.Thefeeling

intensified,I'malreadyinthevergeoftearsatthe

thoughtthatsomethingbadhappenedtoher.My

dooriswideopened,thiscan'tbegood,myeyes

landedontwobodiesonthefloorandmyheart

startedbeatingoutofmyribcage,Ibriskwalk

towardsthemandIgettheshockofmylife.

MyinsidewentcoldwhenIspotmydynamiteina

poolofbloodandnexttothepsychoIhavebeen



lookingfor,IrushedtoMasabathaandsearchedfor

herpulseandit'sweak,IcalledNtsikabutthen

rememberedhisoutofthecountry,IdialedYanda.

Me:bafocometomyhousenow

IhungupandscoopedMasabathaupandranto

thecar,Idon'tcareaboutAmberbutIhavetosave

mygirl.Idroveoff
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Iopenedmyeyesbutquicklyshutthemforthelight

wasblindingme,whenIheardthesoundofbeeping

IjustknewIwasinhospital,Ididasilentprayer

thatI'mstillalivebutthenIrememberedAmber,I

amsomadatNkosanafornotsortingouthis

pyschoex,looknowImustbetheonelookingover

myshoulder,sleepwithoneeyeopenbecauseof

her.

Nkosa:"Dynamite!youareawake",hesounds



relieved

Me:I'mthirstyplease

Heopenedabottleofwaterandhelpedmedrink

Me:thankyou,whathappened?

Nkosa:Ifoundyouunconsciousonthefloor

Me:NkosanawhywasAmberwalkingaroundyour

apartmentinlingerie?Wheredidshegetthekeys?

Nkosa:Idon'tknow

Me:really?Isthatthebestyoucando?Thatbitch

almostkilledmeNkosaandyouaretellingme"you

don'tknow"?



Nkosa:I'msorryDynamite,IknowthatIslackedbut

honestlyitbafflesme,Idon'tknowhow.Ihaven't

seenherfromthetimeshewasadmittedtothe

psychiatrichospital.

Thedoctorwalkedinwiththeclipboard,Ilookedat

herpuzzled,I'mexpectingEnhle.

Me:whereisDrZungu?

Doc:I'mDoctorMhwangu,DrZunguaskedtobe

removedfromthepatientsinceshe'sfamily

InthecornerofmyeyesIcanseeherleaningon

thedoorwithredpuffyeyes.

Me:Enhle!



Shejustshookherheadandwalkedaway,Nkosana

andIlookedateachotherconfused.

DrMhwangu:howareyoufeelingMissNdlovu?

Me:"I'minalotpainespeciallymyback",shewrote

somethingonherclipboard

DrMhwangu:wewillkeepyouinforacoupleof

days,justtomonitoryouforinternalbleeding,how

isyourhead?

Me:"alittlesorebutnotthatbad",shejottedonher

clipboardonceagain

DrMhwangu:I'mreallysorryaboutthebaby,Iwill

referyoutoapsychologistwhomwillhelpyouwith

thisjourney



Me:"ababy",Ihalfchuckled

DrMhwangu:ohyoudidn'tknow,I'msorryIthought

theytoldyou,wefoundoutthatyouarepregnant

whenweranbloodtestsatthelab,butthen

obviouslywiththeconditionsyoucameinwe…

Nkosa:thebabyis….Hiswordsfailedhim

Me:thankyoudoctor,youmayleave

DrMhwangu:Iwillgiveyouamoment,Iwillcome

backlatertocheckonyou,onceagainI'msorryfor

thelossyoutwo,shepattedmyshoulderand

walkedout.

Nkosa:MaNdlovu….I'msosorry….fuck….Ishould

haveknown,youwereactingwierdI…I



Ishouldhaveprotectedyouandthebaby,ngicela

ungixolele(pleaseforgiveme).

Me:OhNkosanathere'snoneedtocryoverspilt

milk,wedidn'tknow.HowisAmber?

Nkosa:"she'sdead",hescoffed

Me:Oh,wasitbecauseofme?

Nkosa:don'tworryabout

Me:DIDIKILLHER?

Nkosa:shhhkeepyourvoicedown,hesearched

aroundtoseeifanyoneheardme,"Yandafoundher

longgone,whentheygottotheapartment",he

sighedrubbinghishandstogether.



Me:soitwasme

Nkosa:Isaiddon'tworryaboutit

Me:"wowohk",iliedownfacingthewindow

Nkosa:sowewerepregnant?Andwedidn'teven

know

Me:letitgo

Nkosa:comeonbabewecan'tgoonlikenothing

happened

Me:whathappenedvele?Ifyougoingtosithere

andtalkaboutadeadchildkunconoveleuhambe

(it'sbestthatyouleave)



Nkosa:"hawuMasabatha"hechuckledindisbelief

Me:GETOUT…ifyouwanttocryforyourdeadchild

thengoanddothatshittoyourdeadpyscho

girlfriendsgravenotwithme,I'msickandtiredof

you.YouweresupposedtodealwithAmberbutyou

didn't,youkeptharboringher,wellIguessyoumust

bethrillednowthatshekilledyourchild.HAMBA

Nkosa:sothisishowtotalktomeMasabatha??

Me:yini?ufunangithi"yebobaba"(what?Youwant

metosayyesmyhusband?)INFACTWEARE

OVER.pleaseleave

Nkosa:angizwanga?(excuseme)

Me:youheardme



Nkosa:"I'mgoingtoleaveandgiveyoutimetocool

downbutthisconversationisnotover"

,hestormedoutflaringhisnose

IletoutabigsighandIquicklywipedtearsforming

inmyeyes.Shortlythewholefamilywalkedinone

byone.Igavethemahugesmile,ifthere'sone

thingIdon'twantrightnow,it'ssympathy.Idon't

getthebigfuss,Ididn'tevenconnectwiththebaby

soIfeelnothing.

Ntombi:I'msorrybaby

Me:it'sokayma,thesethingshappen

Idartaroundtheroomassilenceengulfsusall,the

tensionissothickyoucanslicethroughit,

everyoneisscaredtotalksoIbreaktheice.



Me:I'mfinereally,noneedtoworry.Thankyouall

forcomingbutIwouldliketorest,theynoddedand

walkedoutleavingflowersandbasketsfilledwith

fruitsandsnacks.

******

3dayslater

Nkosana,Ntombi,andEnhlewalkedintoanempty

ward.

Nkosa:Wheredidshego?

Enhle:maybetheymovedhertoanotherwardbut

forwhat?Letmegoandcheck



LuckilyforthemDrMhwanguwaswalkingtowards

theirdirection.

Enhle:DrMhey,whereisMasabatha?

DrM:shegotdischargedthismorning

Nkosa:shetoldmeshewasgettingdischargedthis

afternoon?

DrM:noItoldheryesterdaythatIwilldischargeher

inthemorning

Ntombi:"oh,didsomeonefetchher?MaybeFuthi?",

Sheaskedpuzzled

DrM:No,sheleftalone



Nkosa:"dammitMasabatha",hesaidfustrated

DrM:I'mnotsupposedtodiscussthiswithyoubut

I'mconcerned,sheisindenial,it'slikeshedoesn't

acknowledgethatshewaspregnantandlostababy.

Sheneedstodealwithit,youguysneedtohelpher

Nkosanastormedawaydrawinghisphoneoutof

hispocket.

Enhle:didyoutellherabouttheotherbabies?

DrM:no,Ithoughtshealreadyknew.

Enhle:wehavetofindher

Ntombi:otherbabies?



Enhle:shewascarryingtriplets,sosheisstill

pregnant

Ntombi:ohnkosiyamiandshedoesn'tknow?

Enhle:wehavetofindhermom

________

ATMPUNZIKINGDOM

Lwandlederailedfromangertosadness,she

missedherhusband,asmuchasthiswasallabout

thethrone,heactuallydevelopedfeelingsforChief

Bhekiandhimnotreturninghomefromthewedding

didanumberonher,shetriedcallinghimonemore

timebutstraighttovoicemailoncemore.



Lwandle:Mageba,sthulisikandaba,I'msorrymy

lovepleasecomehome,Iwillstopeverythingand

focussolelyonyou,pleasecomehome,youcan't

justleavemehereallaloneplease,shesighedand

hungupandsatonthebedwithtearsstreaming

downhercheeks.

Shedialedhimagain,toleaveanothermessage.

Lwandle:listenhereyouoldhag,youthinkyoucan

runawayfromme,heeeclearlyyoudon'tknowme,

I'mgivingyou24hoursforyoutogethereorIwill

endyouwhereveryouare.IhaveeverythingIneed

tokillyou,youpieceofshit.Youthinkyoucan

cheatonME?24HOURS,shehungup.

BandilewalkedinwithLungi,justasshestarted

wailing.Shequicklyregainedherself,wipedofthe

tearsandcarriedonlikeshewasn'tjustcrying.



Bandile:sohisnotback?Majuststopallofthisand

moveonwithyourlife

Lwandle:"andyoumadam?",shesaidlookingat

Lungi,totallydisregardingBandile

Bandile:madon'ttryandignoreme,let'sleaveallof

this.Wehavefailed,let'sadmitdefeatandmoveon

Lwandle:it'sbecausethisbitchfailedtoseducea

mereboy

Bandile:"don'tcallherthat",hesaidsternly

Lwandle:IcancallherwhateverIwantnowgetout

ofmyroom,IneedtoCONSULT.asforme…Iwill

getwhatIwant



*****

Laterthatday

Stella:it'squiet,Ihavebeentryingtonavigatebut

nothingcomesup

Lwandle:what'sthemeaningofthat?

Stella:it'seitherhisdeadoroutofourradius

Lwandle:helefteverything,hismoney.How?

Stella:Idon'tknow,butIhavebindedthatstupidgirl,

shewillnevercrossmeagaineveninhernextlife

Lwandle:pleasedon'ttellmeaboutLungile,Ihave

biggerproblems



Stella:likeIsaid,Ican'tdoanythingatthispoint

Lwandle:Ithinkit'stimeforustogototheriverma

Stella:Ihavebeenplanningit,Iwilltellyouwhenit's

time

******

Intheevening

Lwandlesighedasshewalkedupthestairstoher

roominthePalace,butthesoundsofridiculous

moaninganggroaningcaughtherattention,she

followedthemalltoBandile'sroom,sheslowly

openedthedoor.



Bandile:aaaahLungiI'mtiredbabe,wehavebeen

atitthewholeday.

Lungi:aaaahNdileIcan'tgetenoughofyou,she

keptongrindingonhimscreaminginpleasure

Lwandlegaspedinshockasshestartedfeelinghot,

shewasfeelingweaksosheheldontothewallsfor

supportandscreamed.

Lwandle:Bandilenooooo

________

Nkosana

Nkosanawasdrowninginhisowntearsinfrontof

hisfather,Nkosenyejustpulledhiminhisembrace



andsighed.

Nkosi:whathappenedBhovungane?

Nkosa:sheleftmedad,uvelewahambanje(she

justupandleft)

Nkosi:isitaboutthebaby?

Nkosa:sheblamesmeforeverything,buttoleave

mebaba,doesshehaveanyideahowmuchIlove

her?Ihavelookedeverywherebutangimtholi.We

foundherphoneinthehospitalbin.

Nkosi:wewillfindherokaybutIjustthinkshe

needstimetocooloff,youknowwomen,Ineedyou

tobestrong.WewillwaitforNtsikatogetbackand

hewillfindherinajiffy.



Nkosa:I'mjustworried,whatifshe'ssleeping

outsidehungry,orshe'sindanger.

Nkosi:shhhshewasn'tkidnapped,sheleftwillingly,

Masabathaisaclevergirl,I'msureshe'sokay

whereversheis.

Nkosanafeltanothersetofhandsembracinghim,

justbyhertouchheknew.

Nkosa:mylove

Zane:youlookterrible

Nkosa:Dynamitebrokeupwithmeand

disappearedintothinair

Zane:shewillcomeback,sheneedsspace,



Masabathalovesyou

Theysatthereforawhile,untilNtombiwalkedin

callingthemfordinner.Theyfoundtheotherkids

waitinginanticipationtodevourtheMacaroniand

cheesewithnoworryintheworld,forasecond

Nkosanawishedhewasthembuthisfather's

roaringvoicebroughthimbacktoreality.

Nkosi:Muzikayiseputthatphoneaway…Howmany

timesmustItellyounottobringthatthingtothe

dinnertable

Muzi:dadIwasjustansweringto…

Nkosi:Idon'twanttoseeit

Hesliditinhispocketafterputtingitonsilent,the

familysataroundthetable,Ntombisaidgraceand



theyateinsilence.

________

Ntsika

InMaui

IkissedNandipassionatelythensheexcitedly

skippedtowardsthebeachtojointheHulaclasses

inherbelowthekneegrassskirtwithamatching

croptop,shehadawhiteflowerclippedonherhair.

Shebriskwalkasherclasswasaboutto

commence,IquicklyscannedherlegsandIsee

she'swearingheranklet,perfect.Iwalkedbackto

thehotel.

Me:sorrytokeepyouwaiting



Charlie:shehasnoclueisn't?

Me:nope

Charlie:whatifshefindsout?

Me:shewon't,she'sbusyshakingherhipsbythe

beach,she'shappy

Charlie:Iknowbut…

Me:comeonCharlie,let'sgettoworkanddon't

worryaboutmywife,aslongassheseesthisasour

honeymoon,wehavenothingtoworryabout.

Charlie:youluckyEl,IwishIhadyourlife

Me:itsnotasperfectasitlooks



Charlie:trustme,it'severythingman.Asupportive

family,agorgeouswifeandalittleyou,trustmeI

wouldkillforthat

Me:itwillcomeCharlie,itcametome,whowould

havethought.

Charlie:whichiswhyI'mmovingtoSApermanently

Me:whoah…Why?IthoughtyoulikeditintheUS

Charlie:arghIhatethatplace,maybeIcanfind

myselfabeautifulAfricanprincesslikeMeagan

Me:areyousureaboutthis?

Charlie:utterlysure,allmydocumentsaresorted,



I'mnowshoppingaroundforaplace

Me:Amigo??(friend)henarrowedhiseyesathim

Charlie:OKfine,IfoundmyrealparentsandIwishI

didn'tlook

Me:notwhatyouexpected??

Charlie:esundesastre(it'samess)mydadisa

notoriousgangsterandmymomisnowheretobe

found.

Me:really?Fuck…maybethere'sareasonthey

dumpedyouinthatorphanage

Charlie:Idon'twanttohear"weweretryingto

protectyourubbish",theyarestillaliveright?I'm



done

Me:soyouwon'tconfrontthem?

Charlie:nah,that'swhyI'mstartingoverthisside

Me:youknowI'vegotyouAmigo

Charlie:thanksElPilar,youaretheonlypersonI

trust.Nowlet'sgettowork

Me:ishesafe?

Charlie:yeahbutwehaveaproblemwiththat

NkomoKingdom,theysecurityistight

Me:leavethattome,howaboutthestreet

surveillance??



Charlie:theyhavenonejustpersonalonesfortheir

homes

Me:"theywon'tknowwhathitthem",hesmirked
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I'msorryfordissappearing.Itwasfamilytimeall

theway.Imissedyouguys
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NtsikaandCharliewereworkinginthehotelfoyer

whenNandiapproachedjoyfulcomingfrom

shopping.Charliequicklyduckedunderthetable

andNtsikastooduptomeetherhalfway.

Nandi:Hlasewhatareyoudoing?Younot

supposedtobeworking

Ntsika:IknowDiamanteit'sanemergencybutI'm

donenow,letmegrabthelaptop,I'mrightbehind

you



NandiwalkedofftowardstheelevatorwhileNtsika

rushedbacktothetable,Charlieslowlyhoisted

himselfup.

Charlie:phew!Thatwasclose

Ntsika:yeah,lookjustcarryon.Iwillcatchup

tomorrow.AndCharlieIhopethisisthelasttime

wedoingthisshit

Charlie:Ipromise,it'sthelasttime

Ntsikadissappearedintotheelevator

*****

Theywereseatedoutsidethebalconyoverlooking



thebeach,Nandiloveditsomuch.

Ntsika:howwasshopping?

Nandi:itwasgreat,Ihopeyouremembermy

invitationtotheHuladanceclasstoday

Ntsika:butItoldyouNandiIdon'tdothosethings

Nandi:ohdon'tbeboring,whywouldyoubringme

toHawaiiifyouwon'tjoinintheactivities.From

nowonyouwilldoeverythingwithmeviceversa

Ntsika:hawumanjekumelengiyotshikizanabafazi

laphaolwandle(youwantmetogoshakemyhips

withwomenatthebeach)

Nandi:fineyoudon'thavetodancebutbethereand



atleastdressup

Ntsika:aymaZulu

Nandi:Iwillgetyouroutfitready

Ntsikaranafterherandscoopedherupbeforeshe

couldevenreachthecloset.

Ntsika:canIatleastchangeyourmindwiththe

dresscode?

Nandi:depends

Ntsikacarefullylaidheronthebed,hestared

straightintohereyesandrightatthatmoment,he

wasremindedhowluckyhewastohavesucha

preciousdiamond.



Ntsika:umuhle(youarebeautiful)

Nandicheeksturneddarkredfromblushing,Ntsika

hadthateffectonher.

_________

Langa

IsighedasIputCaraneonmylaptryingtoreach

Mary-Janeoncemorebutnothing,justasIwas

abouttogiveup,thescreensaysconnecting.I

exhaledmybabygirlhasbeendissapointedso

manytimes.

MJ:heeeyyoutwo,webothwaved



Carane:hellomummy,Imissedyou

MJ:mummyhasbeenbusyprincess,ohmy

goodnessgraciousmewhydidyoucutyourhair?

Langa:shedoesn'twanttotieit,andshewas

complainingaboutbeinghot

MJ:doyouknowhowharditwasformetogrew

herhairsobeautifully

Langa:she'sjustakid,itwillgrowagain

Carane:Ilovemyshorthairmummy,whenareyou

comingback

MJ:whenImakeenoughmoneybaby,butIlove

you



Carane:Iloveyoutoo,byemummyI'mgoingto

finishmypuzzle,sheranoff

Langa:twodamnmonthsMary-Jane??Weren'tyou

theonewhosaidweshouldphoneyoueveryday?

MJ:lifedoesn'trevolvearoundyouLanga,I'mbusy

ok

ThenatoplessguywalkedpassbehindMJ…

MJ:lookLanga…Youneedtostopcallingme,Iwill

callyouwhenIneedtospeaktomydaughter.Move

onwithyourlifeasyoucanseeIhave

Langa:wowMJ,Ihavenocomebackafterthat,I

hopeyouarehappy



MJ:Ireallyamokay,I'msorry

Langa:Ijusthopeyouwon'tforgetyourdaughterin

theprocess

MJ:byeCarvin

HeputuphismiddlefingeronthescreenasMJ

dissappeared.Hehadtearsforminginthecornerof

hiseyesbutwipedthemquickly,hedidn'twanthis

daughtertoseehercrying,buthewashurtthatMJ

movedonsoquicklywhenhecouldn'tevenlookat

agirlwithoutthinkingabouther.

________

Ntsiki



ShewasonherlaptopwhileYandawasmassaging

herfeetwhenherphonesrangonthecoffeetable,

Yandagotitforher,sheansweredwithirritation.

Ntsiki:molomama

Mom:molosanalwami,awusincedenono

Ntsiki:ngantonimama?

Mom:weareoutoffoodNontsikelelo,and

electricityissittingon5

Ntsiki:Mamait'sbeen2monthsbut…

ShestoppedonhertracksbecauseYandagaveher

adeathstare…



Ntsiki:butyouareonlytellingmenow,shesaid

flaringhernose

Mom:Ididn'twanttoburdenyoumntwanawami

Ntsiki:fineIwillsendyousomething

Mom:Enkosisanalwami(thankyoumychild)

Shecutthecall…

Yanda:idon'tcarehowyoufeelaboutyourmother

butyouwillnotberudeinfrontofme

Ntsiki:Iwasn'tgoingtoberude,Iwasgoingtoraise

myconcernsqha



Yanda:whateveryoucallit,notinmypresence.If

youdon'twanttogivehermoneyIwill

Ntsiki:doyouknowhowmanychildrenouttherego

intodepressionbecauseofparentslikemymom?

Theyneedtoknowit'snotokaytokillyourchildrens

dreamsandthenputunnecessarypressureon

themwhentheyaretryingtomakeendsmeet

Yanda:butdoesitmeantolooserespect?

Ntsiki:Iwasn'tgoingtodisrespectherLiyandabutI

wasgoingtovocalisewhatisinmyheart

Yanda:youwilldothatwhenyouaren'tangry,

becauseyoucansaythingsyoucannotreversein

thisstate.Rightnowgiveherwhatshewants,kill

herwithkindness



Ntsiki:"Isentthemgrocerymoney,it'snoteventhe

endofthemonth",shecomplained

Yanda:youaresostingybabyhawu.TellyouwhatI

willtriplewhateveryougiveher.

Asmiledformedatthecornerofhermouth.

Ntsiki:R5000sent

Yanda:inafewminutescheckyouraccount

________

Enhle

EnhlehasbeenquieteversinceMasabathalostthe

baby.



Ntwe:Mbaliyami,come…Youneedtoeat

something

Enhle:it'snegligencefromourside,Ican'tbelieve

Masabathaisouttherenotknowingshe'scarrying

morebabies,whatifshecauseharmtothem?

Ntwe:hopefullywefindherbeforeallofthat,

Enhle:pleasealsokeepaneyeonNkosana,he

loosescontrolveryeasily

Ntwe:OK,whataboutyou?Youdon'twanttoeat,

youstarvingmychild

Enhle:whatchildyouaretalkingabout?



Ntwe:theoneIplantedinsideyourfertilewomb

Enhle:againwiththatnonsense,I'mnotpregnant

Sengwayo

Ntwe:I'mtellingyou,keepdismissingme

Enhle:ItoldyoucountlesstimesthatI'monthepill

Ntwe:oksalayongikunembile(andI'mtellingyou,

youarepregnant)

Enhle:"argh",shescreamedwhileNtwenhlebursted

outlaughing

_______

Nkanyezi



Hewasstaringathisfiancewithasmileplastered

onhisface,shewasarrangingthecloset,adding

herclothes.

Zane:youareboringholesonmybody,your

stares…geesh

Nka:ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)

Zane:IloveyoutoJetLi

Nka:areyoumovinginslowly?

Zane:yesbecausewritingalettertakesthewhole

yearfortheNorwoods.

Nka:Iwantittobeperfect



Zane:ohcomeon,youdon'thavetogo

Shakespeareonthem,theyalreadyknowyour

intentions

Nka:"youdon'tknowyourfathers,ifImakea

mistake,theywillsendtheletterbackandmakeme

rewriteitnetforcontrol",theyburstedoutlaughing

Zane:theyaresuchbullies

Nka:IwoulddothesameifIhadabeautiful

daughterlikeyou

Zane:don'tmakemeblush

Nka:Ican'twaittopluckmyflower,Ihavebeen

weedingoffthisgardenforyears,soonandvery

soonIwillbeharvesting



Zane:andIcan'twaitforyoutomakemescream,

I'msoexcited

Nka:comehere

Shesatonhislapwrappingherthicklegsaround

hiswaist.

Nka:theselegsandthighsdrivemecrazymaHlase

andyoulovewalkingaroundthehousetorturingme

Zane:I'mjustshowingyouyourpresentbeforeyou

openit

Nka:Iwanttofuckyoutillyouvibrate,hebithis

lowerlip



Zane:mmmmdamnwhenyoutalklikethis…

Shegrabbedhishandandsliditunderhersoaking

wetthong,hegasped.

Nka:yohNkosazaneyouaregoingtobethedeath

ofme…Fuck
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Nkosana

It'sbeen2monthsnowwithoutmydynamiteand

yesesIfeelempty,it'sfestiveseasonandeveryone

ischirpyandenthusiasticnottobepessimisticbut

I'mhatingeverymomentofit.Eversinceshecame

intomylife,wedideverythingtogetherincluding

ChristmasandNewYearsbutnowI'mridingsolo.I

didseeherandtoldherabouttheothertwobabies

she'scarryingbutshetoldmethemosthurtful

thing,sheliterallystumbleduponmyheart,Zane

bringsmebacktolife.

Zane:wedoingsecretsantamylove,youneedto

drawoutaname

IscoffedasIstickmyhandinthejar,Icameout



withapieceofpaperthatreadNtsika,atleasthis

easy,IwilljustbuyhimanothersetofTimberlands

Ntombi:"boyboy!",shelookedatmesadly

Me:I'mfinemom

Ifeeltearsbuildingup,Iquicklystoodupheadingto

thegym.IstrippedoutofmyclothesandI'mleftin

mytrunkunderwear,Iputonmyglovesandstart

mykickboxing,Idon'tstoptillIseebloodonmy

knucklesandlegs.MytearskeepflowingandI

don'thavecontroloverthem.AfterI'msatisfiedI

getundertheshowerandletthewaterflowandit

stingsonmywoundsandendurethepainafterall

itsnothingcomparetowhatIfeelinside.I'm

fightingeveryurgenottogotoherrightnow,Iwant

tofeelhersoftskin,Iwanttokissherwetlips,I

wanttofuckhertillshescreamsmynamelikeshe

alwaysdobutakangifuni.



****

Thehappinessandpositivityaroundthehouseis

defeaningsoIlefttogotoapubinDurbanNorth.

AsI'menjoyingmydrinksafamiliarfaceshowsup

buttodayshe'salone.IjustpretendedlikeIdidn't

seeherasdrownedinmysorrows.

Her:"Nkosanahi!",Shesaidsochirpy

Me:"fokof!",Isaiddismissively

ItwasasifI'mamagnetbecauseshethensatnext

tome,Isideeyedherandcalledforanotherdrink.

Her:"givemewhathisdrinking",shesmirked

lookingatme,"mynameisSosoBhengu"



Me:phongenzeni?(andwhatmustIdowiththat)

Soso:Icanmakeyouforget,nostringsattached

Me:mxm

Soso:youknowshe'smovedonwithherlife

Igaveheradeathstare,shetookoutherphone

fromherpurseandshowedmeapictureof

Masabathawithaguy,andhisdrapinghishands

aroundherwaist,mybloodboiledinstantly.

Me:comewithme,IcommandedasIwalkedout

afterpayingmybill.

_______



Masabatha

InadustytownshipMasabathawassittingona

stoolsuckingonanicelolly,shewassunbathing

outside

Sabatha:mapleasebringmesourwormsanda

Schwarmaintown

Mom:yohthat'sliketwodifferentworldsSaboplus

Idon'thavemoney

Sabatha:butI'mcravingthem

Mom:ngabeiminaokumithisile,kantiwenayini

ungafoneliuNkosana(ifit'smewhomadeyou

pregnantandwhydon'tyouphoneNkosana)and

askforallyourcravings.



Sabatha:leaveit,ifyoudon'twant

Mom:youaresofoolish,youleftagoodfamilyand

yourunningbackhere,ayyouabigfool

Sabatha:becausetheyarerichImuststayevenif

I'mnothappy?

Mom:tellme,whatdidNkosanadotoyou?

Sabatha:stayoutofitmama

Mom:cookphuthuandchickenfeet,Iwillcome

backabitlateandIdon'twantthatstupidboyinmy

house

Sabatha:younevermindedbefore



Mom:Iwillmoeryousfebe,thanktheheavensfor

thatpregnancyotherwiseIwouldbemopingthe

floorwiththatsteelwoolyoucallhair,nowthatyou

knowdick,youwantrunyourmouthlikethiswith

me

Sabathajustscoffedandwentbacktohericelolly

___________

Ntsika

Me:Diamantemydreamsareintensifying,IthinkI

needtotakeuponthethroneorsomething

Nandi:"I'msoscared,Ican'tbelieveI'mgoingback

tothatPalacelifeagain",sheexclaimedsadly



Me:I'msorrybutIdidn'tchooseallofthis

Nandi:Iknow…BabewhatisCharliestolldoinghere?

Me:OhIdidn'ttellyou?Hisrelocatinghere

Nandi:oh…justlikethat?

Me:yeahhewantstostartafresh,whyarewe

talkingaboutCharliewhenwecandothis

Agerestrictions

HeFrenchkissedherslowandpassionately,he

touchedthesmallofherbackasshepulledher

evencloserandinoneswiftmovementhe

unhookedherbrainonegohestartedcaressingher



breastassheletoutasoftmoan,beforetheyknew

ittheywereallovereachotherwithNtsikadrilling

thatpussyenthusiastically,heexplodedemptying

hisseedinsideher,Nandiwastremblingfroma

mindblowingorgasm.Ntsikapulledouthisblack

shaftstilldrippingofcumandmadehiswaytothe

bathroomtogetatoweltocleanthemselves.

Nandi:whydoyoualwaysdothat?

Me:dowhat?

Nandi:fuckmetoweakenme

Me:Idon'tdoitintentionally

Nandi:yeahrightbutIloveit



Me:Iknowyoudo,I'msurengikunembile(Imade

youpregnant)

Nandi:notachanceI'moncontraceptives,Iwantto

finishschoolfirst

Me:mmmmmh

________

LaterthatdayMasabatha'smomcamebackfrom

townwithsomuchshoppingbagsthatshehadto

payaphara(junkie)tohelphercarrythegoodsto

thehouse.

Sabatha:whoahdidyouwinthelotto,Ithoughtyou

saidyoudidn'thavemoney



Mom:Ididn'twantyoutotakeadvantage

Shehandedherthesourworms,alongothersnacks

thatshelikeseventheSchwarma.Masabathawas

verythrilledasshedugintotheshoppingbags.

Sabatha:Ileftyousomefood,Ialreadyate

Mom:thankyou,Iboughtyousomedressesto

wearwhenyouareshowing

Sabatha:youdidn'thavetoobutthankyou

Mom:don'tthankmeyet,whenaretheKhoza’s

comingtopayforthedamages?

Me:hawuma



Mom:hawumakokunukayini?Theyknowthe

culture

Me:butI'mnitwithNkosaanymore

Mom:Idontcare,thehwillpay

_____

MeanwhileNontsikelelowasridingYandawhena

phonecalldisturbedtheirsession.Yandagroanin

irritation.

Ntsiki:hello

Voice:whereareyouNontsikelelo,weatyourold

place,theyaretellingusyoumoved



Ntsiki:ma!…whatareyoudoinghere?

Mom:comeandgetuswearefreezingcoldand

hungry

Shehung…

Ntsiki:shit
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Ntsiki

MeanwhileNontsikelelowasridingYandawhena

phonecalldisturbedtheirsession.Yandagroanin

irritation.

Ntsiki:hello

Voice:whereareyouNontsikelelo,weatyourold

place,theyaretellingusyoumoved

Ntsiki:ma!…whatareyoudoinghere?

Mom:comeandgetuswearefreezingcoldand

hungry



Shehung…

Ntsiki:shit

*****

ShortlyYandapulledoverNtsiki'soldplace,thecar

cametohaltassheblewairintoherhands,the

thoughtofexplainingherlivingarrangementstoher

motherwasnervewrecking.Eventuallyshe

gatheredenoughcourageandopenedthedoor.

Yanda:"Nzwakaziyami,I'mrightnexttoyouand

rememberdon'tberudeorIwillreprimandyou

infrontofyourfamily",shenodded

Theywalkedtowardsherfamilywhomwerenow

seatedbythesecurityhouse,hermomstoodupas



soonasshesawNontsikelelo,shewaslookinglike

those"kugugaokuthandayo"(actinglikeyoung

girls)kindofwoman,shewaswearingleggingsand

atoplongenoughtocoverherbuttshefinishedthe

lookwithanklebootsandascarf.

Mom:andherecomestheQueenofEngland,really

Nontsikeleloalmostanhour?

Ntsiki:molomama

Mom:sukuthimolo,ndithethanawekunini

sikulindileapha(stopsayinghello,wehavebeen

waitingforageshere)

Ntsiki:uxolomamabendibusy(I'msorrymom,I

wasjustbusy)

Mom:takethebagsandtakeustoyourplaceyoh



sidiniwekaloku,kwamnandidingainkomityeyeti

(wearetiredandIneedacupoftea)

Ntsiki:Mamanibekwayintoniapha?(whatbrings

youhere?

Mom:sibekwazinyawowenaucingantoni?tshiii

(ourfeet,whatdoyouthink)

Ntsikipulledtheirbagsherangerwasbuildingup,

Liyandatookeverythingandputitinhisboot,she

couldn'tevenbringherselftogreethersiblings.The

drivetothehotelwasquiet,theyparkedbythe

parkinglotandYandarushedoutheadingtothe

receptionist.

Mom:whoisheandwhatarewedoinghere?

Ntsiki:heismyboyfriendandhisheretogetyoua



room

Mom:"wecametovisityouNontsi,wemissedyou,

youhardlycomehomeandyouarebookingusin?

Whyisitbecauseofhim?",shesaidpointingat

Yanda

Ntsiki:wearebookingyouinbecauseIstaywith

myboyfriendandIdon'thaveroomforyou,butif

youhadcalledmebeforesurprisingmeIwould

havemadeaplan.

Mom:heyake,Ihavetoldthewholevillagethatmy

daughterownsherownplace,nowyouwantto

makelooklikealiarwhileyoubusycohabitating

hereinthecity?Whereareyourmoralsandpride

Nontsikelelo,youaregivinghimonasilverplatter,

hewillnevermarryyou.Hisprobablybrokeand

leechingonyou,eatingyourLieutenantsalary.



Ntsiki:"seriouslymama",shechuckledindisbelief

Yandamadehiswaybackandaskedforthemto

followhim,hetookoutthebagsinthecarand

rolledthemintothehotelfoyer,it'sactuallya

beautifulplace,Icanseetheyhostbigeventsin

thisplace,Iknowmyfamilywillloveit.Mymom

keptongivingLiyandanastylooksandit'sstarting

toirritateme.

Mom:yeyiwenankwenkwendini,it'sbecauseof

youmydaughterisbehavinglikethis?Just

becauseyouhaveagooddickyouthinkyouhave

won,listenherebecauseIamnotscaredofyou.My

daughterworkedreallyhardtogetwheresheisand

Iwillnotletamerefuckboyleechonher

Ntsiki:shutupmama,howdareyou?Howdareyou

talktoLiyandalikethat?,hertearsweren'tordinary

buttheycarriedsomuchpain.



Liyandajustembracedherbecauseonlyheknew

howmuchNontsikelelosuffered.

Mom:yousee,youareevendisrespectingme

becauseofhim

Oneofthesiblingsnudgedhermotheraskingherto

calmdown,becauseclearlytheirsisterwasnow

upset.

Yanda:Ihopeyouenjoyyourstay,youcanstayas

longasyoulike

Mom:ohplease,don'tactlikeyouhaveitallfigured

out,Iknowboyslikeyou

Yanda:wewillseeyoutomorrow,theyleft.



Theywereescortedtotheirfamilyrooms,each

personhadtheirownbedroomandensuite

bathroom,therewasanopenplanloungeareafor

themtoshare,itwasveryluxurious.Themomloved

itbutwonderedifit'sNontsikelelo'smoneywasted

onthis,wherebytheycouldhavesharedthesame

placewiththem.

_______

Nkosana

Hewokeupwiththemotherofheadaches,apang

ofguilthithimwhenhenoticedanakedSosonext

tohim,hesearchedaroundforcondomsbutsaw

none,hisheartrateincreasedrapidly.Thelastthing

heneededwascontractingdiseasesandunplanned

pregnancy.SososhiftedNkosanashookher

roughly.



Nkosa:getup

Soso:noI'mstillsleeping

Nkosa:fuckoffyouwillsleepatyourownplace

Sosogotupdissapointed,shethoughttheywould

atleastcuddleandsleepin.

Nkosa:mustIbeworriedaboutdiseases?

Soso:noI'mclean

Nkosa:"great",heexhaledinreliefbutdidamental

notetogettestedanyway,"I'mgoingtogetyou

morningafterpillsonourway".



Soso:"I'moncontraceptives",shescoffed

dismissively

Nkosa:Idon'tcare,Iwanttobesure

Soso:whatevermakesyousleepatnight

Nkosa:thiswillneverhappenagainSoso,Ilove

Masabathayouknowthatright?

Soso:"Iknow…howsad",shesaidlookingoutthe

window

_______

Mnqobi

Futhiisdrivingmyheadin,butI'mtoldtobreathein



andsmilebecauseit'sthehormonesbutplease

balancemehere,doesshereallyhavetobemy

shadoweverywhereIgo.Shehasbeencomingto

theofficeeverysingledayandsittinginthepublic

galleryformycases,thenshedemandssex

everywhereandanywhere,yoh.

Me:I'mgoingtoameetingwiththeguys,Iwillsee

youlater

Ilearnforwardforwardtokissher…

Futhi:notsofast,letmeshowerquickandI'llbe

there

Me:NoMabhenguyouarenotcoming,Iwilldrop

youoffwithEnhleorNandi

Futhi:Iwanttocomewithyou



Me:nottoday

Futhi:whyareyouactinglikethisMnqobi,Iwillbe

quietIpromise

Me:noFuthi,Iwillseeyoulater.Youwon'tdie

Ileavequicklybeforesheblackmailmewithher

tearsbecauseIknowIwillgivein,Ijusthaveto

comebackquickandmakeituptoher.
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TheBiznizweregatheredatthewarehouse

Ntwe:NkosanayouneedtobringMasabathaback

home,thisissilly.Ithinkit'sjusthormones,howdo

weevenknowshe'stakencareoff?



Mnqobi:Ihavebeengivinghermommoney,that

womanhasbeencomingtomyapartment

demandingthatwepaylobolaforherdaughter,I

justhopeshehasbeenutilizingthecashforher

sinceshewon'ttakeanythingfromusdirectly.

Ntsika:NowIdon'twantNanditobepregnant

ngekethesehormonesaredrivingthesewomen

crazy

Nkosa:"MasabathaknowswhereIam,whenshe's

readytocomehomeshewillcome",hesaid

dismissively

Ntsika:OKbacktowork.Zanehasdoneasplendid

jobwithinstallingourmachines,wehavemore

cementandwaxcompaniesaskingforservices.

Nka:that'smygirl



Mnqobi:eyIheardabouttheletter,Ihopeyouhave

enoughcowsbecauseourgirlsdon'tcomecheap

Nka:iwouldn'texpectanythingless

Ntwe:don'tworrywearenotscaredoftheKhoza’s

rightntwana?

Nka:velesobaqondanqo(wewillfacethemhead

on)

Yanda:niyahlekakumnandi(Icanseeyouareall

laughing,lifeisgood)

Nkosa:"don'tcountmeinthat",hesaidwithabored

tone



Yanda:wellNtsiki'smomarrivedlastnight

unannouncedandshehatesme,imagineshe

disruptedusinthemiddleoffuckingbutforget

that…uyadeleleloyamfazi,ungibizengenkwenkwe

cabanga(thatwomanisrude,shecalledmeaboy,

imagine),shethinksI'meatingNontsikelelomoney.

Theyallbustedoutlaughing

Langa:Ihopeyoutookthemtothefamilyhotel

Yanda:yep,Itoldhershecanstaythereaslongas

shewants

Mnqobi:naweyoumustmakeitofficialnow,what

areyouwaitingfor?

Yanda:I'mstillsortingherout,akezwa(shedoesn't

listen),foraslongasshedoesn'tquitherjobshe



willonlybemygirlfriend.

Ntsika:niceonebafongekenjesizwengabafazi

(wewon'tberuledbywomen),wehavebusiness

thatneedsCEOyetshewantstosweatandputher

lifeindanger,ayno

Ntwe:thesystemiscorruptalready,thatplaceis

notforgoodpeoplelikeNtsiki

Yanda:thechoiceishers

Nkosa:maybehavemaNtandotalktoher,lether

seeitaswomanempowermentratherthena

handout,ourgirlshavebeenthroughalotandthey

believeinworkinghardtomakeit.

Ntwe:true,aslongastheygiveusourplaceinthe

relationship,weshouldsupportthem



Yanda:I'mnotgoingtohavemywifedemeanedby

corruptmen,whilesheworkherbuttofftomakeit

tothetop.IwantNontsikelelooutofthatplace,they

don'tdeserveher

Ntsika:IagreewithYanda,firstofalltheGeneralof

thatstationisincahootswithRangoandthatson

ofabitchishidinginCapeTown

Nka:soonhewillcomebackandwewillcastrate

himnxa

Nkosa:NtsikawhatisCharliestilldoinghere?

Ntsika:whyiseveryoneaskingaboutCharlie?

Nkosa:justthatIdon'ttrusthim



Ntsika:hawuandthen?

Nkosa:I'mjustsaying,justbecausehisyourfriend

doesn'tmeanheshouldbeoursyouknow.

Ntsika:notedMrjudgmentofcharacter

Yanda:whyishestillherevele?

Ntsika:uhyouguysarestartingtoboreme,hishere

tostartoverandithasnothingtodowithmeor

youguys….geeesh

Langa:guysI'mofficiallysingle

Ntwe:IthoughtyouweresingletheminuteMJ

steppedontothatplane?



Langa:Iwaskindofhopingshewillchangeher

mindintheprocessbutnothegirlhasaboyfriend

already

Mnqobi:youwillfindyourpreciousjewelNorwood,

it'snottheendoftheworld

Langa:nahI'mnotsuking(looking)fora

relationship,thatshitisnotmadeformebra

Nkosa:womenareconfusingLangabra,ek

verstaanjousono(Iunderstandyoubro)

Ntsika:okay…WellIhavebeenworkingonawayto

gettheKingdombacktouswiththehelpofCharlie.

Yanda:whendidyougetthattimetodoallthese

thingsbafo



Ntsika:IdidinMaui,itislessriskythere.

Yanda:insteadofmakingbabiesonyour

honeymoon,youbusyworkingandyouhadCharlie

withyou?

Ntsika:heneededtodootherthingsaswell,he

insistedandasforthebaby,ihlalilenakanjani(she's

pregnantnodoubt)

Ntwe:it'sababymakingseasonbecauseEnhleis

pregnanttoobutshe'sindenial

Yanda:weeeIwillhavetopresstherightbutton

withNtsiki,Ialsowantmyownbabynow,even

boysyoungerthanmehavechildren,kumele

ngimtofozekamnandiumaKani



Mnqobi:chakumeleumshadenjekwaphela

Nka:thedayIdeflowerZanengifunasihlale(Iwant

hertobepregnantrightaway)

Nkosa:mxm,let'schangethistopic

Nka:hawu,soIcanttalkaboutZane

Nkosa:noyouguysareannoying,wesupposedto

bediscussingbusinessbutyoubusytellingusin

howyouwillfuckingandgettingoursisters

pregnant,that'sgrossandenoughtalkabout

babies…nx

Theyallkeptquietlookingathimandthenitdawn

onthemthattheymighthavebeeninconsiderate,

hejustlosthisbabyandMasabathadumpedhim.



Nkosa:now,Iwasthinkingweshouldbuyafamily

Jet

Ntwe:ahem,that'sabrilliantidea?,hesaid

hesitantlydartingaroundtheroom

Ntsika:secondedbafo,sinceweareextendingour

businessinternationally

Nkosa:okaysoyouallonboardwhenIpitchthisto

therents?

Theyallagreed,hegrabbedhiskeysandleft,Ntsika

ranafterhim.

Ntsika:I'msorryBhovungane,wehaventreallybeen

supportivetowardsyou,youareinpainIcanseeit

inyoureyes.Youdon'thavetopretendwithme



Nkosa:"thanksbafo",hequicklywipedhistears

Hegotintohiscaranddroveoff

Ntsika:Mabhengu!Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sheplayedwithherhandswithhereyesdropped.

Futhi:"I'mwaitingforMnqobi",Ntsikachuckled

Ntsika:comehere

Hepulledherintoahugandkissedthetopofher

head,heheldherhandastheymadetheirway

inside.Theyfoundtheguyslaughinganddrinking,

Futhisuddenlyfeltembarrassedtobetheonlywife

followingherhusband.



Ntsika:MnqobiIhaveagiftforyou

Mnqobilookedupandchuckledshakinghishead

___________

Ntsika

Heparkedhiscaronthesideoftheroadfollowed

byYanda.Theyscannedaroundthetownshipof

Umlazi,thestreetsweresobusy,theydidn'tknow

wheretostart.

Ntsika:it'sPsectionandnexttoaredcontainer

Yanda:Icanseeacontainerinthedeadendover

there



Ntsika:let'sgo

Theydrovetheircarsuptillthedeadend.Inafew

minutestheywereknockingonadoorofafour

roomhouse,buttherewasnoanswer.Adirtychild

cameskippingby.

Ntsika:hellosisi,isthereanyoneinhere?

Girl:auntyisalwayssleepinginsidebutgogoisat

KwaVtavern.

Yanda:doyouthinkit'sher?

Ntsika:doestheauntyhaveabigbelly,thegirl

laughcoveringhermouth

Girl:shedoesn'thaveabigbelly,she'sgotababy



growinginside

Ntsika:thankyousisi

Yanda:"herebuysweets",hegaveherR20note,the

girlskippedawayenthusiasticallyprobablytoboast

aboutherfortune

NtsikaandYandaknockedharderonthedoorafter

agood30minutes,thedoorcreekedopen.

Masabathaappearedratherannoyed,herhairwas

allruffledandmessedup,shewaswearingaworn

outnightdress.

Sabatha:areyougoingtojuststareoryouwill

comein

Theywalkedinandsatonthecouch…Silence

engulfedtheroom.Sabathadissappearedintoone



oftherooms,shecamebackwearingashortdress

andcoveredherhairwithadoek.Thebumpwas

visible,notbigyetbutyoucouldtellshewas

pregnant.

Yanda:howareyouMaNdlovu?

Sabatha:I'mokay

Ntsika:weareheretogetyou,sogoandpackup

Sabatha:I'mnotgoingback

Yanda:wearenotaskingyouMasabatha

Shestartedtearingupwhileplayingwithherhands,

Ntsikacrouchedinfrontofher,heliftedherchin.



Ntsika:heneedsyouasmuchasyouneedhim.

Whenproblemsarise,yousolvethemtogethernot

apart,youtwoaredoingthisallwrongandyou

hurtingeachotherintheprocess.Wemissyouand

weloveyou

Hepulledherintohisembraceandkissedthetopof

herhead,Yandacametoembracehertoo,ahigh

pitchvoiceandslurredspeechdisturbedthecuddle

party,Masabatha'smomwalkedinbalancingwith

thewall,onehandcarryingablacklabel.

Mom:nenzaniemziniwamiengawushiyelwaindoda

yami(whatareyoudoinginmyhousethatmyman

leftmeforme)

Theyslowlybrokeitoffandgreetedthemom..

Mom:ooohininaboBhovungane,yini?Nizolobola,

iphiimvulamlomoyami(ohit'syouthe



Bhovungane's,areyouheretopaylobola,then

whereismymvulamlomo)

NtsikagaveheraR200noteashechuckled,

Masabathajustrolledhereyes.

Sabatha:maI'mgoingbacktoMorningside

Mom:veleyoumustgoandtellNkosanangifuna

umqhoyisowami(myvirginitycow)

Sabatha:I'msurewiththemoneyhisbeengiving

youhasmadeupumqhoyisoandmore

Mom:nonsense,hewasstillschmuzingme.

Sabatha:Iwillkeepintouchma,andslowdownon

thedrinking…bye



Mom:yeyifokofwena,youneedtogetlaid

Masabathashookherhead,NtsikaandYanda

carriedherbagsintoNtsika'scar.

Yanda:iwillseeyoutomorrowbafo,Ntsikiis

waitingforme,wegoingtothehotel.

Ntsika:goodluckwiththemonsterinlaw

Yanda:she'swaterunderthebridge

Theydroveoffindifferentdirections

******



Masabathaopenedthedoorsinceshestillhadthe

keytoNkosana'sapartment,Ntsikawalkedinfirst

withherbags,shestoodhalfwaywhenshecaught

aglimpseofafamiliarfacesittingonhercouch,

"what'supwiththesegirlsandmycouch",she

thoughttoherself.Ntsikafigureditoutbutranout

ofideas,hethenscreamedforNkosana.

Sabatha:whatareyoudoinghere?

Soso:I'mhereformyearings

Masabathahadnocomebackafterthat,she

dissappearedintothekitchen.Nkosanacamedown

emptyhanded.

Nkosa:there'snoearringshereSoso,youhaveleft

themelsewhere



Ntsika:whywouldshethinksheleftherearings

herebafo?

Nkosa:longstoryandthebags?

Ntsika:Masabathaisherebafoshewentintothe

kitchen

Nkosanapanickedinstantly

Nkosa:youneedtogoanddon'tevercomehere

again

Soso:seriouslyNkosana

Beforeshecouldopenhermouthagain,Masabatha

bangedherwithafryingpan,Sosograbbedherbag

runningandscreamingoutthehouse.



Nkosa:youbetterstopthis,Masabathaispregnant

Ntsika:notevenalittlethankyou?

Nkosanalipscurvedintoasmile

Nkosa:thankyoutwin

Ntsika:okayletmegosavemywifefromthatbitch

andpleasestayawayfromthosegirls

NtsikaranoutfollowingMasabathaandSoso

_________

AttheHotel



Therewasaknockonthedoor,Ntsiki'smomfelt

importantsleepinginsuchalavishplace,shehas

takenamillionpicturestoshowherfriendsbackin

thevillage.

Mom:"comein",shescreamednetforcontrol,she

knewthedoorislocked

Itwasroomservicewithbreakfast,everythingin

quantity,youcouldhavecereals,fruitsaladand

YoghurtorEnglishbreakfast.

Roomservice:orderfromthetop,MrKhozaasked

ustobringallyourmealstotheroomunlessyou

askotherwise

Mom:allofthisforus?



Roomservice:yes

Ntsikiopenedthedoortolethimin,shecalled

Nontsikelelo'ssiblingsandtheywereequally

excited,Roomserviceleftpromisingtobringthem

lunchinthesamemanner.

Mom:Mkhuseli,Nokuzolayousee,Ihavebeen

tellingyouthatyoursisterhasmoneybutdoesn't

wanttoshareitjongani(look)

Mkhuseli:thisislife

Nokuzola:IwantstayhereinDurbanwithher

Mom:don'tworry,finishyourschoolandyouwill

joinherhere



Mkhuseli:IwanttostayatRes

Mom:don'tworry,allofthatwillbesorted,

Nontsikeleloisswimminginmoneykaloku

Theycontinuedeatingwhiletakingpicturesintheir

whitegownsthattheyfoundintheclosets
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ForlunchNtsikiandYandajoinedthefamilyatthe

hotel,theywantedtofindoutexactlywhat

emergencyledthemcomeallthewaytoDurban

unannounced.AlsoNtsikiwantedtoformally

introduceLiyandatohermom.

Ntsiki:molweni,nilalenjani(helloandhowdidwe

sleep)

Mkhuseli:Isleptlikeakingsis,thankyou

Nokuzola:Isleptlikeababy,Icouldgetusedtothis

kindoflife

Mom:Isleptalright,shesaidbored.



Ntsiki:wellthat'sgreat,beforeweproceedIwould

liketoformallyintroducetoyoumyboyfriend

Liyanda

Mkhuseli:it'snicetomeetyoubhuti,hestretched

hishandtoshakehands

Nokuzola:"erraren'tyousupposedtohavegiftsor

something?Whenyoumeetyourgirlfriendsfamily

youbeargiftse.gflowers,chocolateetc",sherolls

hereyes

Mom:"tellherbabygirl,Idon'tknowwhereyour

sisterpickedupthisone",Yandaclenchedhisfist

underthetablebutNtsikiheldhimintoacalm

Ntsiki:youwatchtoomuchmoviesZolaandIfeel

sorryforyoubecauseinthatlittleheadofyourslife

isafairytale



Nokuzola:it'scalledEtiquettedearsisnotfairytale

andyourmanhasnone

Ntsiki:that'senough,whyareyouhere?

Mom:weareheretovisityou,andIhopeyouhave

plannedthingsforustodo,whenlastyouspoiled

us,Ineednewclothes.

Ntsiki:theywon'tbeactivitiesbecausemyschedule

isbusyatworkandIdon'thavethatkindofmoney,

whichiswhyyoushouldhavecheckedwithmefirst.

Mom:yohhayisanalwami,awunazintloni(wowmy

child,youhavenoshame),doyouknowyour

mother'spantiesandbraarewornoutandhave

holesbutmydaughterisawholeLieutenant,yoh

sozendacingathisdaywillcome(Ineverthought

thisdaywillcome)



Ntsiki:Mama…whyareyoulikethis?

Mom:I'mtellingthetruth

Yandadroppedabrownenvelopeonthetableand

hepushedittowardsNtsiki'smom

Ntsiki:a.haHlasepleasedon'tdothis,pleaselove

Yanda:"Nontsikelelo!Stop",hesaidwithsomuch

authority

Mom:heeee!Sheclappedherhandsonce"I'veseen

itall,thistoothlessdogbarksonceandyoulisten

butmnaunyokoIhavetosinglikeabrokenrecord"

heeee



Ntsiki:Mama..Mama..Mama...howmanytimesdid

Icallyou?

ShestormedoutandLiyandafollowedrather

pissed.

*****

Nontsikelelowascryingbythestepsnearthe

elevatorwithLiyandacomfortingher.

Yanda:pleasestopcrying,yourtearshurtme

Ntsiki:isitabadthingtohateyourmother?

Yanda:youdon'thateher,youarejustmad,it's

goingtopass



Ntsiki:noLiyanda,Ihateher.EverytimeIseeherI

thinkofthosedayswhereIwouldslavearoundmy

father'shouseinsteadofstudyingwhileshespent

myfather'smoneybuyingfurnitureandbeautifying

herhousesoshecanboast.Allthatmoneyis

finishednow,Imustcoughoutfrommypocketsto

maintainherboastfulnature.

Yanda:shhhyouhavemenownzwakazi,youdon't

havetocryanymoreOK,hetilthishead,

Nontsikelelochuckledthroughhertears.

Ntsiki:wheredidyoulearnoNzwakazi?

Yanda:wellthere'sthiscertainbeautifulXhosagirl

I'mtryingtoimpress

Ntsiki:IloveyouHlase



Yanda:thenmarryme

Ntsiki:"Liyanda",sheexhaled,lookatmylifebabe,I

needtofixitbeforeIcancommit,lookatthe

baggageI'mcarrying.

Yanda:iwantyoutolistentomecarefullymaKani,

theonlywayyoucandeclinemyproposalis

becauseyoudon'tloveme,notthatnonsenseyou

arespewingrightnow.I'mnotlookingforaperfect

personbuttheonewhowarmsmyheartandthatis

you.

Ntsiki:youreallywanttomarryme,IknowI'mquite

acatchbut…Areyousure?

Yanda:it'sbeenonmymindforawhilenow

Ntsiki:thengobuyaringbhuti,whatdoyoutake



mefor?thyini

Liyandachuckledandleanedinforakiss

___________

Masabatha

Iwokeupwithaholeinmystomach,sohereIam

eatingat5am,NkosanaandIsleptindifferent

rooms,Iamnotabouttosleepwithasenseless

man.Imagineallowinghimtodumpallthebad

spiritshecollectedfromthatbitchonmeandmy

babies,notmehoney.AfterImappedoutthebread

I'mnowcookingriceandlambcurry,thesmell

aloneisenoughtogivemeanorgasm.Iplaysome

musicasajamtoLira"feelgood",I'mamoodtoday

andIdon'twantanyonetoruinit.



Nkosa:Heybeautiful,Irollmyeyes

Me:yinimanje?nx

Iangrilyswitchmymusicoff,whydidheshowhis

face,nowmymoodisdampen.Iignorehimand

shiftmyfocusonmypots

Nkosa:Ihopeyoumadeenough

Me:enoughforwhat?Heh

Nkosa:awkahleMasabatha,IsaidI'msorry

Me:pleasestoptalkingorI'mleaving

Nkosa:"wow",heexhales



Hestoodupandleft,thankgoodness.I'mnotdone

withthatSosogirl,Iwanthertotellmewhereshe

gotthatpicturefrom,Menziisjustaboywho

happenstobeextranicetome,butthere'snothing

goingon,IonlyhaveeyesforNkosana.

__________

ThegirlsmetformilkshakeatMilkyLanebyChris

Hani.

Lungi:howareyougirls

Nelly:I'mgreatjustborednje

Soso:I'mgreataswell,youhavebeenscarceLungi,

Ithoughtmaybeyourelocatedorsomething



Lungi:nahitsjustworkandIfoundloveguys,I'm

overNtsika

Nelly:ini?Howcanyouletgoofsuchan

opportunity,udomyazi

Lungi:lifetaughtmethere'smoretolifethenmoney

andBandileisjustthatnje

Theychokedontheirmilkshakes

Soso:"didyousayBandile?Theonewhodoesn't

evenownacar?Areyoualright?",shepretendedto

becheckinghertemperature

Nelly:checkproperlySosomaybeshehitherhead



Lungi:nomaaan,I'mserious.Iactuallylovehim

andI'mgoingtogojustnow

Soso:youjustgothere,comeonandplusIhave

news

Lungi:"youbetterhurry",shesaidsqueezingher

thighstogether

Soso:"wellcheckthisout",shehandedthemher

phone

Nelly:bitch!Howdidyoupullthatoff,Nkanyezi

doesn'tevenlookmydirection

Soso:ALCOHOL…Ifoundhimmoppingand

drowninghissorrowsandIfeedhismindwiththe

rightinformationandvoila



Lungi:"wellGoodlucktoyouguys,Ihavetobounce",

shegrabbedherbagandranout

Nelly:andwhatwasthat?

Soso:Ihavenoclue

Nelly:sohowwashe?Iheardhisgood

Soso:hewasdrunk

Nelly:howbigishe?Areyougoingtogoback?

Soso:enoughwiththequestions,youshouldbe

planningonhowtogetNkanyezi

Nelly:arghit'sboring,hissointoNkosazane.



Soso:wellMasabathaisback,soIdoubtIwillbe

goingtothehouseanytimesoon,butIhaveaplan

Nellygiggledexcitedly

_________

Nkosana

IhavebeenworkingfrommystudybecauseIcan't

bringmyselftogototheofficeandleaveSabatha

here,justincaseshedecidestoleavemeagain.I

confessedmysinsandshe'spissedbutit'sbetter

thanmelyingbecausesecretshaveawayof

comingandSosoisnothingbuttrouble,Icanjust

tell.Shelitterallychasedmeoutthemainbedroom

becauseapparentlyIhavebadspiritfrommy

infidelity,Idon'tevenknowwhyshe'smad,she

dumpedsotechnicallyweweren'ttogetherwhenI



sleptwithSosobutliketheysayawoman'salways

right.

Iwantustotalkaboutthebabywelostandwhat

exactlytriggeredhertoleave,Iclosemylaptopand

makemywaytotheloungearea,Iknowshe's

probablycatchinguponherNetflix.Ifindhersleep

withwithapieceofdoughnutinherhand,I'mtelling

youthesebabiesaregivinghersuchsweettooth

andshecaneat.Iattempttocoverherwithafleece

throwbutIwakeupherupaltogether,shegetsup

givingmeadeathstare,shewalksupthestair

pullingherface.Ifsheknewhowuglyshelooks

rightnow,shewouldstop…herhairisalloverthe

place,shelookslikeanelectrocutedwrongturn.I

switchofftheTVandfollowherupstairs.Ifindher

curledupinbed,Ijoinherundertheblankets,Ipull

herclosertomesoIcantouchtheherbelly

thankfullyshedoesn'tretaliate.

Me:Thankyou,forcarryingmybabies.Iknowthey



aregivingyouahardtimebutIwillmakeitworth

yourwhile

Sabatha:Iwantabrandnewcar,myminiCooperis

toosmall

Me:consideritdone,

Silenceengulfsus…Iexhaleloudly

Me:"I'msorryaboutthebaby",sheshifts

uncomfortablybutIheldhereventighter

Sabatha:it'snothingreally

Me:noit'salotMasabatha,ithurtmesomuch.I

criedthreedaysstraight,thinkingofwaysIcould

rewindsothatIcanprotectyoufromAmberandit



killedmethatyouhadtogetphysicalbecauseof

mypastmistakes,ithurtsmethatwewere

pregnantandwedidn'tevenknowandyoumadeit

worstbychoosingtoleavemebaby.

Sabatha:Ineededspace,Ididn'twantpeopletofeel

sorryforme,thatdaytheycametothehospital,allI

couldseeintheireyeswassympathyandIhate

that.IpretendedthatIwasfinebutdeepdownIfelt

likesomethingwasstabbingmesimultaneously,it

hurtsobadNkosa.IwishIhadlistenedtomygut

andleftAmberandtrustyoutosortitoutbutnoI

chosetofightyetagainifIknewIwaspregnantI

wouldhaveavoidedit.Iwasmadthatyouallowed

hertowalkalloveryou,Iwasangrythatyoudidn't

takecareofher.I'msorryforleavingbutthatday

mademerealizeI'mjustlikeheryouknow,no

matterhowmuchItrytoconvincemyselfotherwise

butIammymother'sdaughter.WhenIheardthat

Amberdiedmyinsideswentcold,Iwasnotonly

scaredthatIwasgoingtogotojailbutIwas

petrifiedthatIhadmanagedtotakesomeoneslife



justlikemymother.

Myshirtwasnowwentfromhertears,sgewasnow

lyingonmychest

Me:I'msorrymuntuwamibutIwantyoutoknow

thatIcanneverallowyoutogotojailandyouare

nothinglikeyourmother.Amberdiedbecauseyou

weredefendingyourself,don'tfeelbadaboutit,she

killedourbabyforgoodnesssake

Sabatha:Imissedyoueverydayandthatguyyou

sawinthepictureisanonfactorHlase,nothing

happened

Me:tellthattomydick,Iwaslivid.Thewayyou

weresmilingwhilehewasholdingyou,Iswearto

you,Iwasplanninghisdeath



Sabatha:youchoseSosothoughNkosana,she's

Delisile'sdaughter

Nkosa:I'msorry,honestlyIdon'tremembermuch

frrthatday.Ijustsawhernexttomeinthemorning

Sabatha:wasithere?

Nkosa:Never,itwastheguestroomdownstairs

Sabatha:thankGod,younotoffthehookyet.

Nkosa:Iwilltakemypunishmentlikeaman

_________

Nandi



I'matWooliesdoingmyweeklyreplenishmentof

groceries,myboyscaneat.Dinganespendsmore

timewithusnowsoyouhaveanideaofthechaos

inmyhouse.Apparentlymyfatherhasgoneawol

andLwandlehasgoneballistic,sheevenwentas

lowastocallingmeaskingforhelpbutIhonestly

toldherIdon'tknowwhereheis.I'mstandingby

themeatsectioncontemplatingbetweenchickenor

redVienasforDingane.

Voice:chicken,thekidsloveit,Iturnaroundand

relaxwhenInoticewhoitis

Me:Charliehey

Charlie:heywhatacoincidence,Ilovethisstoreits

alwayshavethefreshestthings

Me:itsthebest,Icomehereoften



Charlie:it'smynewfavoritespot,youlookgorgeous

thatredcolorlooksstunningonyou

Me:thankyou,ElboughtthiscoatformeinMuai

Charlie:mmmhhisgotgreattaste,letmeleaveyou.

Seeyouaround

Me:byeCharliedon'tbeastranger

Hethendissappearedintheaisle,Icontinuedmy

shopping,whenIgetatextfromNtsika.

*Iloveyoumywife*

Ismilelikearetard,hewarmsmyheart.Ihavebeen

thinkingofthethroneandIamconvincedthat



Ntsikawillmakeagreatleader,andIamreadyto

supporthimaswefacethebattleheadon,Ihaveto

bestrongforhim.

IseeCharlieoncemoreintheDelisection,hesmile

andwaveonce.Iwonderifhisreallyokay,Idon't

evenknowhowitfeelstobedumpedinan

orphanage,mustbehard.
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ATTHEHOSPITAL

DrM:thebabiesaredoingextremelywell,Icansee

youhavebeentakinggoodcareofyourself,Iwas

worriedaboutyou

Sabatha:thesearemytreasures,Iwilllaymylifefor

them.Iwon'tdothesamemistakesIdidthatledme

toloosetheirbrotherorsister

DrM:that'sgreat,sodoyouwanttoknowthesex

ofthebabies?

Nkosa:"wewantittobeasurprise",Sabathasmiled

noddinginagreement



DrM:alrightthen,wearedonehere.Iwillprescribe

youyoursupplementsandIwillseeyouagainnext

month,remembertotakeiteasyandifyouhave

anyissuescomestraight.

Sabatha:thankyoudoc

NkosanawipedofftheexcessgelonMasabatha's

tummyandhegentlyhoistedherup.

Nkosa:dynamitewearegoingtobeparents,Ijust…

Ican'tbelieveit.

Sabatha:Iwanttobethebestmomtothemand

showerthemwithlotsoflove.

Nkosa:IneedtobuyahouseMasabatha,our

apartmentisnotchildfriendly.



Sabatha:wecanmakeitwork

Nkosa:Idon'twanttomakeitwork,ithastobe

perfect

HegatheredMasabatha'sbagsandbidfarewellto

thedoctorwhowasjuststandingthereadmiring

them.

Sabatha:OKthen,wewilllook

Nkosa:thankyou,uhmdynamite…IknowI'mnotin

yourgoodbooksbutcanIaskyousomething?

Sabatha:sure

Heopenedthedoorandhelpedherin,hejoggedto

theothersideandhoppedin.Heexhaledandblew



airinhishandsthenrubbedthemtogetherabit.

Nkosa:doyouseeyourselfspendingtherestof

yourlifewithme?IknowI'vedissapointedyoubut…

doyou?

Sabatha:whatkindofquestionisthatNkosa?Look

atme…Yourchildrenareaddingstretchmarksall

overmywaistontopoftheexistingones,notto

mentioncellulite,Iwillneverhaveafigureagainyet

youarehereaskingmenonsense?

Nkosa:hawubabe,Iwasjust….Nevermind

Hebroughttheenginetolifeanddroveoutofthe

hospitalparking.Thedrivewassilencewith

NkosanastealingglancesatMasabatha.

Sabatha:yes,Idoseemyselfspendingtherestof



mylifewithyou,sheplayedwithherfingers

Nkosa:andwhycouldn'tyousaythatfromthe

beginning?Aveuneconsi

Sabatha:naweuyathandaukubuzaibhasilibhaliwe

(youalsolovetoasktheobvious)

Nkosa:MasabathaKhoza,nowthatsoundsbetter

thanNdlovu

Sabatha:don'tflatteryourself

Nkosa:whyareyousomadatmethough?Ithurts

Sabatha:notalways,it'sjust…Nevermind

Nkosa:whatdoyouwanttoeattoday?



Sabatha:IwantmaNtombi'scooking

Nkosa:thenwegoinghome

________

Amonthlater

Ntombiwasworkingonanewmenuforthe

restaurantinherofficewhenafaintknock

disturbedher.

Ntombi:comein

IncameSosolookinginnocentandfragile,shewas

playingwithherhands.



Ntombi:howcanIhelpyou?Waitaren'tyouFuthi's

cousin?

Soso:Iam,I'mSoso

Ntombi:howcanIhelpyouSoso?

Soso:I'mpregnantma

Ntombilefteverythingandfocussolelyonher

Ntombi:Ohkay?

Soso:it'sNkosana's

Ntombi:thenwhyareyoutellingme?



Soso:I'mscaredbecauseIknowhisexpectating

willMasabatha

Ntombi:ohsoyouknowaboutMasabathabutyou

wentaheadandsleptwithhimandgotpregnant?

Soso:itwasaspurofthemomentkindofthing,we

werebothdrunk

Ntombi:wow,thenwhydidn'tyoutakemorning

afterpills?Whyareyounotoncontraceptives?

Soso:Ididtakeitbutyouknowit'snot100%andI

forgotmypillsthatday

Ntombi:sowhatdoyouwantmetodoforyou?

Soso:pleaseletNkosanaknow,thelasttimeIwas



thereMasabathabeatmewithafryingpan

Ntombi:lalelasisi,ngangingekhonilalanano

Nkosana(listenheregirl,Iwasn'ttherewhenyou

andNkosanawerehavingsex)sopleasedon't

involvemeinyourproblems,seemslikeyouwanted

tofallpregnant.TheonlypregnancyIacknowledge

isMasabatha's,pleasecloseyourdooronyourway

out.

Sosowalkedoutwithatailbetweenherlegs,as

soonassheleftNtombidialedMasabatha.

Sabatha:ma

Ntombi:thisgirlSosowasheretellingmeshe's

pregnantforNkosana

Masabathachuckledontheotherside.



Sabatha:she'slyingbutIwanthertothinkshe'sgot

theupperhandandthiswayshewilltorture

Nkosanaonmybehalfforbringingherintoour

apartment

Ntombi:whatdoyoumean?NofightingSabatha

youcarryingmygrandchildren

Sabatha:Nkosadoesn'tperformwhendrunk,worse

whiskey,hebecomessleepyandheconfessedthat

hecantrememberanythinghappening,hejustsaw

hernakednexttohiminthemorningsohethought

theworse

Ntombilaughedtillhertummywassore

Ntombi:youtellingmethatsheismaking

everythingup?



Sabatha:I'm100%sureplusshewouldbeboasting

ifshegotsome,thisisNkosanawetalkingabout

Ntombi:that'senough,youtalkingaboutmyson

here.Anywaydon'toverdoitwiththetorturing,

that'smyboy

Sabatha:Iwanthimtothinktwicebeforecheating

onme

Ntombi:buthedidn'tcheatonyou,havemercy

Sabatha:"hawuma,Ithoughtyouwillbeonmy

side",shegiggles

Ntombi:Iwouldbeifyoudidn'tdumpmyson



Sabatha:I'mblamingitonthehormones

Theytalksomemore,aboutthebabiesandthey

hungup.

________

ATTHEWAREHOUSE

TheBiznizenteredonebyone,therewasan

emergencymeetingcalledbytheseniors,Ntwenhle

andNtsikawereomittedsincethereweremarried

andhadkidstoattendtoo.Theyallexchanged

greetingsandeveryonetooktheirseats.

Busani:bafana!

Histonewasstern,enoughtomakeyouwantto



scurryaway.

Busani:Iamveryangryrightnowandyouallknow

angithandiukubamudeumangidinwe(Idon'tlike

takinglongwhenI'mangry)

Mtho:umthethowenuanizwa?(youdon'tlisten),

whatisgoingonwithNtsikaandCharlie?

Mnqobi:nothingmuchBhovungane,theywere

workingonfindingRango'slocationandsecuring

thekingdom

Mtho:whatkingdom?Didn'twetellyoutostay

awayfromthat?

Mnqobi:butbabaeitherwaythatplaceposea

threattousregardlessifwesucceedthethroneor

not



Shakes:whyisRangostillalive

Yanda:hewillgettiredandcomeback,hewantsus

tofollowhimandwewillnotfallintohistrap

Shakes:youbettermakehimpayforwhathedid

Sizwe:soMnqobiyoudecidenotlearnfrommy

mistakesheh?WhatisthisthatI'mhearingthat

Ntombifuthiisfollowingyouaround?,she'sdriving

herselfsoshecanbewithyou?

Mnqobi:it'sjustarehormonesbaba,theyareall

overtheplace

Ahotslaplandedonhisface



Sizwe:"it'sbecauseyoucheatedonherwiththat

bitchwhoabortedyourchild,Ithoughtyouknew

better,nowshedoesn'teventrustyou.Youbetter

fixthis",Mnqobinoddedrubbingonhissorecheek

Busani:wenaYandaushadanini?(whenareyou

gettingmarried?)

Yanda:hawuBhovungane,whenweready

Busanigrabbedhimbyhisshirtandpinnedhimby

thewall,apunchlandedonhisjaw.Alltheothers

eyespoppedout,NkanyeziandLangawantedto

findtheclosestdoortoescapebutAndregave

themadisapprovinglook.

Busani:thatgirlhasdoneenoughtoproveherself

toyoudammit,hecksheevenkilledherpartnerto

saveyourgoofyassandyouareheretellingme

"whenyouareready",niyadakwayinininabafana?



(areyoudrunkallofyou?)

Them:cha(No)

Nkosanawasshittinginhispantswhenhesaw

Nkosenyemakinghiswayclosertohim,hejumped

overthecouchinattempttorunawaybutthedoors

werelockedfromtheoutside.

Nkosa:Ohshit!

Nkosi:wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Nkosa:"Bhovungane,I'mplanningtopropose

Masabatha,Ievenhavethering,Icansh…show

you",hestammered

Nkosi:youneedtobuyacowtocleanseMandlovu



andMakani(pointingatYanda)fromthebattlesthey

hadtofightforyou,whatashame.Yourwomenare

nowsteppinguptowearthepantsinthe

relationshipbecauseyouareweak,youbloody

weaklings.

HegrabbedNkosanaandpunchedhiminhis

loins,hegroanedinpain,theseniorallcameforth

theBiznizwererunningaroundtheroomlike

headlesschickenduckingfists.

Nkosa:I'msorryBhovungane,Iwillfixit

Theywerebeingbeatenlikecrookswhobrokeinto

ahomeandstole,theywereallgroaninginpain.

Nka:"I'mpayinglobolatomorrow,whyamIbeing

beaten?",hecriedoutbutitfellondeafears



Shakes:injuryoneisequaltoall,NtweandNtsika

shouldbeheresonexttimeoneofyoudecidesto

befoolish,youwillstopthem.

_________

Nkosana

Hewalkedinlimping,onlyGodknowshowhemade

ithomewiththeamountofpainhewasfeeling.He

calledEnhleashewalkedin.

Enhle:bro

Nkosa:pleasestartbyme,yourfatheralmostkilled

me

Enhle:OKIwilldropthekidsfirstthenIwillcome,



NtwewenttoattendtoNkaandLanga

Shehungup….Nkosanadidn'tevenbothertogo

greetMasabathainthekitchen,hewasgoing

straighttotheroom.Masabathaquietlypeepedas

helimpedupthestairs,shequietlygiggledand

punchedtheairinexcitementfinallykarmavisited,

nowshehadtokeepaneyeonSoso.

Sheswitchedoffthestoveasthefoodwasready,

shethentookabottleofwaterfromthefridgeand

somepaintabletsfromthecupboard.Shewent

upstairsandfoundhimstaringattheceiling,she

handedhimthebottleandthetablet,heslowly

hoistedhimselfupsohecouldsitandhedrank.

Sabatha:whathappened?

Nkosa:"I'msorryMasabathaforeverythingandI

willfixit,Ihavetocleanseyoufromwhathappened



withAmber",hesighedwithtearsflowingdown.

Masabathafelthorribleinaninstance,sheloves

Nkosanaandseeingvulnerablewasnewtoherand

shehatedit.Shegotundertheblanketsandheld

himgently,astheywepttogether.

Nkosa:Sosoispregnant,IpromiseIgaveher

morningafterpillsandsheassuredmeshewason

contraceptives,butshe'spregnant.Idon'teven

knowwhattodo

Sabatha:she'slyingbabe,ifsheispregnantthen

it'snotyou

Nkosa:whatdoyoumean?

Sabatha:itallmakessensenow,thedayIwanted

youtodeflowerme,wewenttotheclub,wecame



backbutyoucouldn'tdoanythingbecauseyou

weresodrunk,wejustdozedoff.I'venoticeda

patternthatwhenyou'redrunkespeciallyfrom

whiskeyyoudon'tperformbutfallasleepquick.

Nkosana'seyeswidentothelightbulbabovehis

head,hekissedMasabathaalloverforbeingsuch

anobservantgirlfriend,hedidn'tevenpayattention

tothat.

Nkosa:thankGodIdidn'ttouchthatbitch,theyway

Iwashatingmyself,myheartsankwhenIcouldn't

findcondomsinthemorning,Iliterallywenttotest

myselfthenextday.Thankyou

Sabatha:it'salearningcurveHlaseandifyouever

cheatonme,I'moutofhere.Idon'tdothatpatience

sh!t

Nkosa:Ihaveeyesonlyforyou



Sabatha:youbetter..

Sabathajumpedandscreamedasshegrabbed

Nkosana'shandsandplacedthemonherstomach.

Sabatha:theyarekicking

Nkosa:fuck,thisisthemostamazingthing…ever

created

Theywereallchirpyandloveydoveywhenthe

buzzerwentoff..

Nkosa:thatmustbeEnhle

Sabatha:I'llgogetthedoorandIwillbringyoufood

aftershe'sdonewithyou



Nkosa:Iloveyoudynamite

Sabatha:IloveyoumoreHlase

________

Nkosazane

Ihavebeensittingintheroomthewholedaytoday,

ifIneedsomethingsomeonebringsitforme,they

sayI'mnotallowedtobegallivantingbecausethe

Norwoodsarecomingtopaymylobolatomorrow.

Momenterstheroomratherupset.

Me:andthen?what'swrongcheriyaNkosenye

(Nkosenye’sgirlfriend)



Ntombi:yourfatherspissmeoff,pleasephone

Nkanyeziandfindoutifhisokay

Me:why?Whathappened

Ntombi:theybeatthemup

Me:OhGodno,forwhat?

Ntombi:justafewglitchesbutIjustaskedthemto

talksenseintotheirheadsnotleavethemblackand

blueandNkanyeziiscomingtoLobolatomorrow,

theycouldhavejustsparedhim

ZanequicklydialedNkawhoansweredonfirstring.

Nka:Hermosa



Zane:areyouokay?

Nka:yeauhm…I'mgood…TomorrowI'mcomingfor

you

Zane:Iknowtheybeatyou,I'msofrustratedright

now

Nka:I'mamanNkosazane,beingamanisnoteasy

andthisisverysmall.Itmakesmewantyoueven

more,Iloveachallenge

Zane:Ican'twaittoleavethisplaceandthey

controllingtendencies,theycouldhavejust

postponetheydisciplinaryhearingforanotherday,

nowmyprincecharmingwillbeblueeyedonhis

lobolaceremony

Nkachuckledwhichendedwithagroan



Nka:aslongasprincecharmingisthere,everything

elsedoesn'tmatter,plusI'mperfectlyfine,theyare

oldnowtheirpunchesarelikeatickle,relax

Zane:Ican'twait

Nka:canItakeyouhomeafterwards?

Zane:onlyononecondition

Nka:what?

Zane:Iwanttobebeawomannow,it'slong

overdue

Nka:hawubabe,Ithoughtit'lbeunderthe

moonlightinParis



Zane:wecanmakeababythere,shegiggles

Nka:inthatcaseIcan'twaitthenmkami
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It's4amandI'msittingonmybed,takingthistime

toleteverythingsinkin,sobytheendoftodayIwill

beNkanyezi'swife,wellnottotallybutyeah.Once

yourlobolaispaidyourspouseisevenallowedto

takeyouthesameday,theweddingceremoniesare

justaformalitytoshowthemassesthatyouare

married.IfoundmyselfdriftingoffbacktoUKZN

duringorientationwhenIfirstlaidmyeyesonmy

Nkanyezi,itwasperfect,everythingwasinslow

motion,thewayhestaredatme,thewayhelicked

hislips.YoohIwascharmedinstantlybutIbrushed

itoff,howeverheresurfacedagainwithfoodwhenI

hadbeeninthelongestregistrationqueue,talk



aboutperfecttiming,andthatwasthebeginningof

ourjourney.

Ithasn'tbeentheeasiestbutIwouldchoosethat

Norwoodmanoverandover,ourlovehasbeen

fightingforusandstillis.Myringingphonebrings

mebacktoreality,it'smyman,mystar.

Me:Norwood

Nka:"Hermosa!Nkosazane…I'mcomingforyou

muntuwami",hesaysenthusiastically

Me:howareyou?

Nka:I'mecstatic,Icouldn'tevensleep

Me:"wereallydoingthishey",myvoicebreaks



Nka:andthere'snogoingbackZane,youfinally

goingtominebaby,mine…Wow

Me:itfeelssurreal,don'tit?

Nka:likeIkeeppinchingmyself,checkingifI'mnot

dreaming

Me:Iloveyou…Okay

Nka:uthandwayimiZaneandyouwon'tregretthis

Me:Iknow...whatareyouuptonow?

Nka:weabouttoleave,weshouldbethereby5am,

wewanttoshowtheKhoza’sthatwemean

business



Me:Ican'twait

Nka:whatareyouuptoo?

Me:wasjustgoingdownmemorylane,I'mstillin

bed

Nka:happymemoriesonlyIhope

Me:"yeah,justthefirsttimeIsawyouandthatday

youboughtmefood",hechuckles

Nka:Ihadseenthemostbeautifulgirlonearth,that

dressperfectlyhuggingyourcurvesandthosethick

legs,Ipromiseyouitfeltlikeyouweretheonly

personinthathall.WhenIsawyouagaininthat

queue,Iknewitwasn'tbymistakesoIgrabbedthat

opportunitywithbothhands.



Me:lookatusnow

Nka:gettingmarriedandall

Me:ok,letmenotkeepyou,Iwillseeyoujustnow

Nka:"pleasesendmeaPicofyourightnow",I

chuckled

Ihungupandsnappedacoupleofpictures,Ichose

thebestoneandsentittohim.Afterafewminutes

hesendsmeamessage.

*umkamimadoda…I'mcomingtogetyou*

Iblushedandhoppedoffthebed,Ihadtostartmy

day,there'snowayIcansleepsomemoreafterthat,



intothebathroomIwent.

*****

MommadesureIdonotstepout,shesaid

everythingisundercontrolandIshouldonlyfocus

onmyself.ThismakesmerealizehowprivilegedI

am,Isawfirsthandhowhardpeopleworkinthe

ruralareaswhenthere'saceremonybuthereamI

chilledinmyroomjustwaitingtobesummoned.

Themothershavehiredthebestcateringcompany

tocookallmeals,there'sacoldroomfilledwith

drinks,thedecorwasdonebyNtsikiand

MasabathatheyinsistedandallIheardwas"you

willloveit".JustwhenIfinishedtakingabath,the

girlscomeinbudgingintomyroom,immediately

fillingitupwithsomuchcolor,theyaresoexcited

youwouldswearit'stheirlobola.

Enhle:"LiLiLikwakuhlekwethu,Ihavebeen

waitingforthisday,nomoremoansandgroansin



myhousehallelujah",shesaysdramatically

MasabathasmacksNkosazane'sshoulder

Sabatha:"youactlikeavirginMarymeanwhile",she

wiggleshereyes

Enhle:I'mtellingyou,thelieswehadtomakeupto

coverforthem,ayshameI'mgladIdon'thavetodo

thatanymore,Ialwaysprayedthatyoudon'tget

pregnantotherwiseIwouldbedead

Me:weneveractuallydiditso…

Futhi:moansandgroans??

Me:Ohmygoshguys,youreallywantmetospellit

out



Ntsiki:ewesana,whymoaniftheDisnotinside

Me:"wow",shecoveredherfaceinembarrassment,

"becausehedoesthingstomewithoutpenetrating",

Theyallscreamed…

Futhi:ayike,soonyouwillbedickmitizednana,you

willmoanforrealthistime

Me:Ican'twait

Sabatha:angizwanga?(excuseme?)

Me:youheardmealright



Enhle:jokesasidelittlesis,ifthere'ssomeonewho

deservesahappyending,it'syouandNkanyezi,it

hasbeenanemotionaljourneybutIhavetoadmit,

ithasbeenabsolutelybreathtakingtoseeyoutwo

growintothis,shewipedhertears.

Nandi:nowwearechoppingonionsyetwedon't

evenknowthefullstory

Enhle:it'sabeautifulstory

NowI'mwetfromtears,hearingmysisterspeak

suchheartwarmingwords,it'sasignenoughthatI

amdoingtherightthing.Mymother'sfolloweach

otherintheirgowns.

Nondu:yougirlsarenotready,abakhongibalinde

nina(therepresentativesarewaitingforyou)



Weallstartedpanicking,shiftyniftingaroundthe

room.

Pretty:weeedon'tyouknowyourmotherbynow,

she'skidding,theyarebythegatethough

Weallexhaledandrelaxed…

Ntando:"weareheretotalktoyouprincess",Iblush

TheothergirlsstoodtoleavebutmaNondutold

themtosittheirfatassesdown.

Nandi:sincemyassisnotfat,canIgo?,shesaid

playfully

Nondu:listenhereprincess,youmaybetinybut

thatassisthere,wecanseeit,it'stinybutit'sthere,



otherwisehowyougoingtotwerkformysonwith

nothingheh?Mysonlovesassandpussy…

Ntando:Nondumiso!!,sherolledhereyes

Nondu:what??Weallknowoursonstheyarejust

liketheirfathers,amIwrong?Girls??anjaniama

flowerslapho(howareyourvaginas?)

Everyoneburstedoutlaughing…

Zane:minesissealed

Nondu:mmmmhIdon'ttrustyou,awholeNkanyezi

ai,unlesshistheonewhowantstowait

Ntombi:holditrightthere,Idon'twanttohearit,

atleastnotnowyoh



Ntando:Thankyou

Nondu:oksalayoyoustillhavetoteachthemhow

towritethatcoconut

Pretty:Nondumisonoooo,shelaughed

Marcia:time..Thesunisstartingtorise

Ntombi:right…comesitdownallofyou,someone

callSane,sheispackinghermakeupkitinthe

guestroom

Nandiranouttogether..

******



MeanwhileOutside…

Ntsika:whatpossessedlamakhehlatobeatyou

guyslikethis?

Yanda:I'msopissedIdon'tevenwanttotalkabout

it,weareoldenoughtolistenandcarryoutadecent

conversation…ukuthiamaquphaangenaphi(where

dofistsgetin),itbafflesme

Ntsika:thanktheheavensIwasn'tthereyoh,you

guyslookfuckedup

Nkosa:youwerepartoftheproblem,soshutthe

fuckup

Ntsika:hawuwhatyoumean,Iwasathomemaking

sweetlovetomybeautifulwife,wheredoIfitin?



Yanda:ayfokofNtsikamaan,thisisnotajoke

Ntsika:I'mnotjoking,youshouldhaveheardher

moaningshe…

Nkosa:mxm

HestooduptowalkawayandYandafollowedhim,

yestheywereblackandbluebutneatlyclothedin

theirsmartcasual,layedbackbuthot.

Ntsika:guysngiyadlala(I'mjoking),kanti

anidlaliswayin?Fozas?,hefollowedafterthem

chuckling

*****

InZane'sbedroom



SaneandNandijoinedthegirlsonthebed,the

momswereseatedonthesidecouchothersonthe

ottomanattheendofZane'sbed.

Ntombi:I'msoproudofyouprincess,youhave

comealongway,yourfatherandenjoyedseeing

youandNkanyezifightforyourlove,hewon'tadmit

itbutheisinabetterplaceandwouldchoose

Nkanyeziforyouanyday.Iwon'tboreyouwiththe

usualspeeches,youknowthedrill,wetalktoyou

everyday,wehavetaughtyouthenecessarythings

neededinamarriageandIhopeallofushaveseta

goodexampleIhope,Iprayblessingsoveryour

unionmayGodAlmightysitatthecentreandguide

youatalltimes,shouldyouneedorgetconfused

aboutcertainthings,youknowwheretofindmeor

us.

Ntando:thisistoallofyoubecauseyouareallour

daughters.FirstlyIwouldliketosayI'mchuffed



withmysonschoiceswhenitcomestowomen,I

hopeitisuswhohavesetanexample,Nkosazane

wehaveraisedyoutobestrong,independent,

successfulbutdon'tletallofthatgetintoyourhead.

Don'tbeconfused,there'sadifferencebetween

submissionandabuse,youneedtoknowhowto

differentiatebutyoucanneverbeamanina

relationship.Idon'teverwanttohearthatyouand

Nkanyeziarefightingbecauseyouaredisrespectful

andselfish,respectandloveyourmaneffortlessly

don'tbethatkindofwomanwhokeepscoresand

dothingsbecausehedidthat,thosekindofthings

ruingoodrelationshipsbutatthesametimehave

theabilitytodifferentiatebetweenloveandbullshit.

Yougirlsarestrongandyourresilienceis

impeccableandthathelpsustorelaxbecausewe

knowyouwillbeabletoholdthefortofthisfamily,

shouldanythinghappentous,weknowthatyouwill

supportoursonsintokeepingthisfamilytogether.

Nondu:Fightforyourmen,goodthingsdon'tcome

easy,trialswillrisebutfuckingshowitwho'sboss,I



knowtheycanbejerkssometimesbuttheyare

nothingwithoutyou,DONOTallowanyhoeor

anythingcomebetweenyouandyourman,defend

himinpublicandcrucifyhimprivatelythatwaythe

respectforthebothofyouismaintained.Don'tjust

sitbecausethere'smoney,goouttherereachyour

dreamsandbringmoremoneyintothefamilynot

onlyforyoubutyourkidsandlastlygivemyboys

thatcookie,don'tbestingy,dishitout,feedmyboys

wellwell

Pretty:"kodwaNondumiso",theywereallinstitches.

"marriageisnotaplayground,therewillbetimes

whereyouwillfeellikeyouholdingonabreaking

string,andyoufeellikelettinggobutthenyourlove

fightsforyou,marriageisnotafairytaleandit'snot

aboutwalkingaroundinshorts/lingerieandsex,it's

morethanthat.There'sdecisionstobemade,

mistakeshappenalongtheway,youlearnfrom

themandmoveforward.Tolerantisalsoimportant,

youwillbothdothingsthatwillirritateeachother

butyoufindcommongroundanddecideonwho



willsacrificeandwherebutmostimportantlyhave

fun.

Marcia:theladieshavecoveredeverything,I'mjust

goingtoaddcommunicationandtransparency.You

ratherfightandgetoveritthenbottlethingsup,it's

notgoodforyouandyourpartner,don'thidethings

fromeachotherbecauseasmallthingcangrow

intosomethingbig,secretsalwayshaveawayof

comingoutthesurface.Makeyourspouseyour

bestfriend,andyougirlsaresoblessedwithsucha

strongsisterhood,andapowerhouseofwomenas

yoursupportsystem,otherwomenenvywhatyou

have.Keepyourproblemsinthiscircleoryouwill

beinvitingtrouble.Iwishyouallthebestforthe

future

Enhle:stayawayfromexesisallIcansay,I'mstill

inthehoneymoonphasebuthonestlymarriageis

beautifulwhenyouarewiththerightperson.



Ntombi:nowhurryupgirlsandgetready

Thestoodupandlefttheroom

*******

Meanwhileoutside

Ntwenhlewasscreamingontopofhisvoice

Ntwe:skhulekileekhayakwaKhoza,BoHlase,

Bhovungane,ninaboMkhathini

Andre:isthisevennecessaryekse,theycanseeus

standinghere?

Langa:youthoughttheywilljustletyouin,thisis

differentwecomingfortheirdaughternotbusiness.



Andre:whenareyougettingmarried?

Langa:stayoutifmybusinessbaali,I'mstillmad

thatyouandfriendsdala'dusforfokolyesterday.

Andre:don'tmakeyourpraachiesminesorIwill

dalayouagain

Nka:nooneisdalaringnoone,IthoughtNorwoods

haveclass,imagineyoutwofightingbeforethey

evenopenthegatesforyou

Andre:itwon'tbefightinglytie,Iwillmoerthisone,

healwayshavefatlottosay

Langa:letmegositinthecarbeforeIloosemy

frontteeth



Ntwe:NoNkanyeziyougositinthecar,younot

supposedtobeouthere,theywillmakeyoupaya

fineandLangaweneedyoufornumbers,inthat

waywewilllookmoredignified.

Langa:someoneiscomingbythegate

Butinsteadofopening,hejuststoodtheremute….

Andre:andthen?...
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Thegentlemenfollowedtheirescorttowherethe

negotiationsweretobeheld.Andrewhisperedinto

Ntwenhle'sear.

Andre:whydidyougivehimcashtoopenthegate?

Ntwe:MrNorwoodjustgowiththeflow,

negotiationsarelikeagame,andifyougoingtobe

scepticallikethiswewillloosebigtime,loosenup

andhavefun

Andre:don'ttunemetoloosenupekse,wearehere

topaylobolaforNkosazane,I'mnotsukingfor

games,wemustjustdalaandoutwithmylytie's



vrouklaar

Ntwe:"ncncncIshouldhaveschooledyoubefore

cominghere",herubbedhistemples

Andre:schoolmeforwhat?Howhardcanitbe?

Langa:ohgod,letmetuneyoubaali,weare

practicallyonourkneeseksewebeggingthe

Khoza’stobelenientwhenitcomestochargingus

youcheck?

Andre:aithisisballs

Langa:justfollowNtwenhle'slead,klaar

Andre:don'ttunemewhattodolytie



Langa:"aifine…youhaveyourownpraachies",he

raisedhishandsindefeat

******

ThemessagecamethroughthattheNorwoodsare

insideandthenegotiationsareinmotion.Weare

seatedinmyroomalldolledupthankstoSane.

Zane:doesanyoneknowwhyourmenwerebeaten

upyesterday?

Nandi:yespleasefillusin,theareallblackandblue

Enhle:obababanedrama(thefathersarefullof

drama),whydothisadaybeforeaceremony?

Sabatha:IwassohappythatNkosanagotsome



butwassosadwhenIsawhimlookingsohelpless

Zane:whathappened?

Futhi:theseniorsweremadbecausetheyfoundout

theyaredoingthingsbehindtheirbacks

Ntsiki:Liyandawasbreathingfire,hedidn'tlikeit

onebit

Futhi:apparentlyhegotapunchbecauseyoutwo

arewastingtimeinsteadofgettingmarried

Ntsiki:that'snotwhathetoldme,hetoldmeit's

becauseNtsikaandCharliebeenworkingonthings

todowiththethrone,whiletheywereinMaui

Sabatha:IthoughtitwasbecauseofMnqobi’ssaga



withPamelaandSosowithNkosana

Nandi:didyousayCharliewasinMaui?

Ntsiki:that'swhatLiyandasai…ohayi

bethunana…I'msorryNandi,thatwasn'tmyplace

Nandi:Noit'sokay,itjust…Nevermind

Enhle:regardlessofthereason,theboysaregrown

ups,there'snoneedforfists,theyarecapableof

listening

Zane:true

******

Meanwhileintheotherroom…



Theseniorsweretryingbyallmeanstokeepa

seriousfacewithaworkedoutAndre,whowas

obviouslycluelessaboutwhatwasgoingon,so

theydecidedtoextendthefunalittle.

Mtho:Norwoodweaskedforthreebottlesof

whiskeynotthischeapbrandyyouhavehere

Andre:luisterkinders(listenchildren)alcoholis

alcohol,there…Iboughtyoutwobottlesofwhiskey,

it'snotatrainsmash…AndwhythefuckI'mbuying

youbaali'salcohol?

Langa:wedon'thavetheotherbottle,sowhatdo

wedotorectify?

Busani:"youareaverycleveryoungman",Langa

rolledhiseyes,"wefeelverydisrespectedinour

homebytheNorwoodhere,wenotsureifour



daughterwillbeingoodhandswiththisfamily".

Ntwe:wewouldliketoapologizeonbehalfof

Norwoodsenior,hedoesn'tknowhowthingswork

intheZuluculturebutwewilltakeourpunishment

asmen

Shakes:wefineyouR5000

Andre:joumase…What'sthemeaningofthis?,

comeonguysthisisnotfunny,mylytieloves

princessOK,let'sjustgettothelobolapartand

closethischapter.

Sizwe:butthisispartofthelobolaNorwood,just

cooperate

Andre:"stayawayfromZuluwomen",hesaid

glaringatLanga



Ntwenhletookoutastashofcashfromhispockets,

hecountedR5000anddroppeditinthebasket,

Mthobisicounteditlickinghisfingerssomuchto

Andre'sannoyance.

Andre:yougreedybastards,mysonwillbebroke

beforehecanevensayIdo,wepaidbloody

vulamlomofromthegate,andstillhadpayforyou

toopenyourbloodymouths,whatthehell,vula

mlomoforwhat?

Langa:calmdownNorwood,youdraggingthis

process,justgowithflow

Ntwenhle:canweproceed?

Nkosi:mydaughteriscomingfromagoodfamily

asyoucansee,sheisnotonlybeautifulbutsheis

educatedandnaturallysmart,sheissealedso



Nkanyezididn'tgethimselfjustanygirlbutafull

package.ItrustNkanyezitolookafterherbutjust

towarnyou,don'tthinkthatthesepeanutsyouare

abouttogiveuswillstopmefromrippinghisthroat

ifhemistreatmydaughter.

Andre:relaxNkosazanechosetherightfamilyto

marryinto

Sizwe:yeahright

Andre:ImessedupinthepastbutNkanyeziis

nothinglikeme,hisagoodlytieIknowhewillnot

letmedown

Ntwe:Nkosazanewillbesohappythatevenyou

willbejealous,solet'sputourfightingspiritaway,

wearehereforagoodcause…rightgentlemen?



Nkosenyescannedallofthemthenhesighed.

Sinceyouarecolouredandyourcultureisdifferent

toours,wewillgiveyouanoptionifyouwantto

partakeinourtraditionsofumbodoanda

traditionalZuluwedding?

Andre:No

Ntwe:yyes…Nkanyezialwayswantedtodothat,he

squeezedAndre'sshoulder

Andre:fine

Nkosi:Iwant11cows,eachatavalueofR40000

Andreopenedthebottleofbrandyanddrank

straightfromit.



Andre:"yourarse",hesaidunderhisbreath

Nkosi:whatwasthat?

Ntwe:nothing…nothing,wewerepreparedtopay

anything,Nkanyezi'sorders

Shakes:pleaseaddR5000ontopofthatsinceMr

Norwoodhere,decidedtohelphimselfwithour

brandy

Andre:yousaiditwascheapekse,Ithoughtyou

didn'twantit

Busani:younotevenallowedtoeatordrinkyettill

wereachanagreementMrNorwood.

Ntwenhletookthespeedpointonthecoffeetable



andinsertedtheblackcard,hepunchedinR445

000andpressedproceedanditwasdone.The

seniorssmirkedandfinallytheyburstedout

laughing,whileAndreclickedhistongue.

Sizwe:calmdownoldmanyouwillhaveaheart

attack

Andre:youguysareextra

Ntwe:wehaveonerequest?

Theyallwentseriousagain,focusingonNtwenhle.

Nkosi:let'shearit

Ntwe:wellthegroomwouldliketohiswifetoday



Nkosi:No

Ntwe:why?

Nkosi:tellhimwearedoing"umemulo"for

NkosazanebeforetheweddingandIknowwhathe

wantstodosoNo

Ntwe:ohOK….Ihearyou

Mtho:youalsoneedtobereadywithacow

becauseEnhlewillbeincludedinthatmemulo

sincewedidn'tdoitforher

Ntwe:butIpaidforhervirginity

Mtho:whoaskedyouZungu?



******

Zanestartedgettinganxioustowhyit'stakingso

long,shewonderedifeverythingwasokay.She

phonedNkanyezi.

Nka:hermosa!

Zane:iseverythingokayinthere?

Nka:Ibelieveso,Ihaven'theardanythingfrom

thembutIgotanotificationofthepayment.

Zane:"really?",Shesquealedinexcitement

Nka:yesMrsNorwood,youaremine,Ican'twaitto

bedyou



Zane:"metoo",shesaidshyly

Shewantedtotellhimthatsheevenwaxedand

boughtlingeriewithherVictoriasecretvoucher

frommaNontando,butdecidedagainstitsincethe

othergirlsweregawkingather

Nka:it'slikeI'mdreamingZane

Zane:Samehere,nowtellme…Howmuchdidthey

chargeyou?

Nka:Ican'tsaybutitwaslittlethenwhat

anticipated,Icouldhavepayamillionforyou

Zane:"it'snotamillion?Aaaahman",shesaid

playfully



Nka:let'sjustsay,Ineedtoworkdamnhardto

securethisKhozawoman,theyburstedinlaughter.

Thedoorcreekedopen,itwasNtombi.

Ntombi:comegirls,Nkosazaneyouneedtocome

greetyourinlaws

Zane:"I'mbeingsummoned,Iwillseeyoujustnow",

shehungup

Thegirlscameinlookingdazzlingintheirankara

mermaiddresses,theyfollowedNkosazane'slead

astheygreetedtheinlaws,theywereinstructedto

sitonthethegrassmat.

Nkosi:"Ntombizane"hecalledherwithanickname

thatonlyhecallsherwith,"theseareyourinlaws,I

wantyoutoloveandrespectthem,thiswillbeyour



familynow,rememberthetalkwehadmydaughter.

YesyouaremyprincessandIwilldoanythingfor

youbutNkanyeziisnowyourman,yourpartner

everything,asmuchasitsaddensmetosaythis

butheisnowyournumberone.Pleaseifhe

mistreatyou,comehome…mydooriswideopenfor

youmybaby",hisvoicebroke.

Mtho:nowNkanyezirequestedtotakeyoutoday,

Zanesilentlygotexcitedatthementionedofthat,

"butwehadtodeclinebecausewestillhavetodo

umemulo",Zanejustwiltedlikeaflowerinthesun

fromdissapointment.

Andre:thankyouNkosazaneforlovingmylytie,he

chosewell.Yourbeautyoozesfrominsideout.

Theychattedsomemoreastheysentsomeoneto

goandgetNkanyezifromoutside,afterafew

minutesheenteredlookingabsolutelystunning,

Zaneslightlyliftedherheadandcaughtaglimpse



ofhisbustlipandbruisesjustabovehiseyes,she

droppedhereyesagainbecauseamakoticannot

beseenstaringatherinlawsrightintotheirface.

TheseniorsallstooduptoshakeNkanyezi'shand

congratulatinghim.Everyonewasledintotheroyal

bluestretchtentoutside,everythingwasbreath

taking,royalblueandwhitewithhintofsilver,I

melted.Wereceivedizibizoasperlistenclosed,

theywereservedfoodanddrinksandeveryonewas

merry,Iwassogladthatitwasn'tovercrowdedjust

aperfectnumberofpeople,andjustlikethatIam

Nkanyeziwoman.

****

Laterthatday

Nka:I'msosadIcan'ttakeyou

Zane:Iknow



Nka:can'twesneakoutandIwillbringyouback

later,nowthatwearerecognizedIcan'twaitto

tasteyou.

Zane:wegettestedbeforeumemulososadly,we

can't

Nka:Fuck,hesaiddissapointed

Zane:there'splentyoftimethough.

Nka:IwontlastevenasecondthefirsttimeIdip

myselfinyou,it'sbeensolong

Zane:whatdoesthatmean?

Nka:thatitwillbealongnight



ZanegiggledashewalkedNkanyezitohiscar.

Zane:rememberI'mgoingtoJoburgtomorrowto

installamachineinthatcementcompany,Iwill

goneforaweekandthenit'sthememulo

Nka:shitno,aweekbaby.Whydidn'tyoutellmeit's

thatlong,Iwasgoingtofileforleaveandcomewith

you,Ithoughtitwastwodaysorsomething

Zane:no

Nka:"Idon'tlikethisNkosazane,youwillbeinthat

cityallalone,allthosemenwillbedroolingovermy

wifesmakade",hescratchedhisheadvigorously

Zane:relaxbabe,it'spartofmywork.Theycanlook

butI'mNkanyezi'sgirlangithi?



Nka:youbettertellthem

Zane:yousaidthepunchesyougotyesterdaywere

tickles,howcometicklesleftyoulookinglikethis?

Nka:"amancriesinternallydon'tyouknowthat",he

saidembarrassed

Zane:"mymanwillcryhere",shepattedherchest,"I

willnothoveracoldheartedbeastinmyhouse,just

becauseyouwanttocryinternally".

Nka:yeswena,youalreadycallingtheshots,I'm

goingtolovethis

Hepulledherintodeepkiss,thatleftbothofthem

breathless,Langa,walkedpassthemandclicked

histongue.



Langa:"getaroomyastes"

Nka:getagirl

Langa:Fyou,hepickeduphismiddlefinger

ZaneandNkanyezilaughedathimashehitthegas

anddroveoff..
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TheflightlandedatORTamboandNkosazanawas

seendragginghersuitcaseandcarryontowards

theexit,shephonedtheshuttleandlethimknow

thatshe'soutside,afterafewminutesaguycame

through,hegreetedherandtookherluggage.

Zane:theairissodryhere,mygoodness

Driver:welcometoJoburg

Zane:thanks

Thedrivewaslongtilltheyarrivedatthehotelshe

wasstayingin,shethankedthedriverand



proceededtocheckintoherroom.

****

Laterthatevening,shehadreturnedfrom

downstairs,theyhadarestaurantthatprovidedthe

guestswithfoodthroughouttheday.Shetookout

herphoneanddialedNkanyeziagain.

Nka:missingmethatmuchmkami

Zane:"ifonlyyouknow,itfeelswierdthatyoumy

husband",sheblushed

Nka:howso?Iloveit

Zane:"Idon'tknow,Iguessithasn'tsunkin",she

giggled



Nka:it'sonlybeenaweek,giveittime,haveyou

eaten?

Zane:yeahIhadasaladandlambchopsandyou?

Nka:"maPrettybroughtmefood,she'salwayshere

love,Idon'tknowwhyshefeelstheneedtocheck

uponmeallthetime,pleasemoveinandsaveme",

hesaysdramatically

Zane:stopithawu,shecaresforyou,letherbe

Nka:yousupposedtobeonmyside

Zane:youarecomplainingaboutsillythings,how

canyounotlikebeingshoweredwithlove



Nka:Iwantyoutoshowermewithlove

Zane:justbepatient,thisweekwillflyandthen

umemuloandI'mallyours

Nka:haveyouthoughtaboutthewedding?Wedon't

havetodragit,wecanevendoittomorrow…I'm

game

Zane:IneedatleastthreemonthstoplanandIwant

abeachwedding

Nka:reallyufunasilokusipheshulwaumoya(you

wantustobeblownbythewind)whenIcanafford

anyweddingyouwanthermosa

Zane:andIwantabeachwedding



Nka:FINE

Theyconversedsomemore

__________

Nandi

IhearafaintknockonthedoorandI'mpuzzled

because,Ididn'topenthegateforanyone,I

scepticallywalkedtowardsthe.

Me:whoisit?

Voice:it'sCharlie

Charlie?Whatthehellishedoinghere,Iopenthe

doorandit'shimintheflash,withthebiggestgrin.



Me:comein

Charlie:sorrytocomeunannounced,butIneed

somethingurgentlyinElPilar'sstation,Iwillbein

andout.

Me:"unfortunatelyIcannotallowyouin,hisorders…

plusIdon'thavethekeys",shelied

Charlie:thatsabummer,ifIhadawifelikeyou,I

wouldtrustyouwithmylife…heycanIhaveaglass

ofwater?

Me:OhnoNtsikatrustsme,butIalsorespecthis

privatespaceashedoesmine…I

Iwillgetyouthatwater



Istridetowardsthekitchenandgethimabottle,I

returnandhanditovertohim,hedownsitinonego.

Me:youokay?

Charlie:yeahI'mfine

Me:so…areyougoingtowaitforEloryouwill

comebacklater?

Charlie:Icancomebacklaterifyouwant,Iwillgo

grablunchtokilltime

Me:itsyourluckyday,Iwasjustfixinglunchtotake

toNtsika,comeonthisside,Imadeenough

Iledhimtothekitchenandhadhimsitbythe

kitchennook.



Me:Imadeboereworsrolls,withbraisedonions,

relishandhotsaucejustthewayEllikesit

Charlie:healwaysravedaboutthosebackinthe

states,Iwouldliketotrysome

Me:CharliewhatwereyoudoinginMaui?

Charlie:working

Me:onmyhoneymoon?

Charlie:takethatupwithyourhusbandnotme,I

wouldn'tbringworktomyhoneymoon

Me:youwantanotherone?



Charlie:yesplease,thisisyummy.Elislucky,

alwayshave

Me:whatyoumeanalways?

Charlie:ImeanIlikedyoufirstbuthegotthegirl

Me:"really",Ichuckled"wellyousnoozeyouloose"

Charlie:youpracticallythrewyourselfonhimandI

wasrighttherewaitingfortherighttime

Me:IalwayslikedhimthoughandIdidn'tknowyou

wantedme

Charlie:it'scool,youmarriedtomyfriendnow

Me:doesheknow?



Charlie:Ithinkso,butElisElalwaysthinkingof

himself

Me:that'snottrue,Ntsikaisveryselfless

Charlie:youjustdickmitized

Me:NoIactuallyloveandI'mdonesolet'sgo

****

IntheeveningNandiwasbusypreparingsupper

whenshefeltstrongarmsdrapingherfrombehind,

sheinhaledhisscentandclosedhereyesasa

smileplasteredonherface.

Ntsika:miDiamante(mydiamond)



Nandi:Ndabezitha!

Sheturnedaroundandattackedhimwithakiss

Ntsika:don'tcallmethat

Nandi:mmmmstopbeingindenialMakhathini,by

thewayyourarmslookbigger?

Ntsika:really?

Nandi:yeahandit'ssexy

Ntsika:andyourbumslookrounder,areyoustill

doingyourexercisesandyourdancing?



Nandi:yeah,whenIhaveashortdayatcampusIdo,

howwasyourday?

Ntsika:itwasokay,Zaneisinstallingourfirst

machinetomorrow,wearesonervousbutIknow

shewillnailit

Nandi:that'sbig,I'msoproudofyouguys

Ntsikaloosenedhistieandstartedunbuttoninga

fewbuttonsofhisshirt,herolledhissleevesand

washedhishands.

Ntsika:whatcanIhelpyouwith?

Nandi:youcanmixthesaladandgobathand

change,Igoteverythingundercontrol.



HestartedmixingthesaladasNandiogledhim,

lookingallsortsofyummymaneuveringthekitchen

utensils

Ntsika:ifstarescouldkill,ungibukani?(whyareyou

staringatme?)

Nandi:ngiyakuthanda(IIoveyou)

Ntsika:"uthandwayimisthulisikandaba",she

blushed

Nandi:Charliewashereearlieron,shewantedto

getsomethingfromyourstation

Ntsikaquicklyliftedhiseyeswithconcern

Ntsika:Ihopeyousaidno



Nandi:yeah,Itoldhimtocomebackwhenyouare

here,soI'mexpectinghimtoshowupanytime

Ntsika:"remembernottoallowanyoneinthere

unlessItellyouso",shenodded

Nandi:what'sthedealwithCharlie?

Ntsika:"Charlie!"Heexhaledandrubbedhis

temples,"hisgoingthroughalotatthemomentand

Ithinkhislosingtheplot"

Nandi:whatwashedoinginMaui?

Ntsika:"howdidyoufindout?",heaskedshocked

Nandi:answerme



Ntsika:heinsisted,hebeggedmetocomebecause

hewantedmetohelphimwithsomestuff

Nandi:itwasourhoneymoonNtsika,nowonderyou

didn'tcometosomeactivities.Isyourworkso

important?

Ntsika:no,I'msorry.Ididn'tthinkyouwouldfind

out,Ijustwantedtohelpafriend,plusit'snotlike

youfeltit

Nandi:nexttimebehonest

Ntsika:I'msorryDiamante

Nandi:didyoueverdatedagirlbackinthedays

knowingverywellthatoneofyourfriendswanted

her?



Ntsika:what?No,I'mnotthatkindofguy,Irespect

myfriendsenough.Why?

Nandi:justwondering,Iwasreadingabookand

someguydidthat

Ntsika:that'slow

ThebuzzerwentandNtsikarantoattendtoit,after

afewminutesCharliecamethrough.

Ntsika:letmefreshenup,Charliewilljoinusfor

dinner

Nandi:Noproblem

Ntsikadissappearedupthestairs,Nandiwondered



whyCharliepressedthebuzzerthistimearound

meanwhilehelethimselfinearlieronbutshe

brushedthethoughtoff.

Charlie:it'ssmellssoyummyinhereprincesa

Nandi:wellgracias

Charliechuckledatherattemptintospeaking

Spanish

Charlie:thatwaswierdbutsexy

Nandi:Iwillbeaproinnotime,Marciatried

teachingmebutyoh,IguessI'mslow,evenDingane

isbetterthanme,nottomentionEl.

Charlie:it'seasyactually,youjustneedtoletitflow.



Itsmellsniceinherewhatdidyoumake?

Nandi:El'sfavorite,creamySampandoxtail

Charlie:IwishIhadhislife

Nandi:itlooksgreatfromtheoutsidedon'tit?

Charlie:andtheinsidetoo,hegawkedatNandiwho

wasn'tpayingattention

Ntsikawalkedforthsmellingfresh,hewasinhis

shortsandasimpleT-shirtlookingdapper.He

startedgettingplatesandcutlerytosetupthetable,

theyatewhiletheyconversedandlaughedabout

theirtimebackattheStates.Nandiwashedthe

dishesandresortedtothebedroomtocatchup

withherreadinggivingtheguysachancetotalk.



Ntsika:whatdidyouneedinmystation?

Charlie:Ineedtheencryption

Ntsika:whatthehelldidyoudo?

Charlie:Ineedtoprotectmyalais

Ntsika:whatdidyoudodammit!

Charlie:ItookmorethanIneededfromadangerous

manandnowheissnoopingaroundforme

Ntsika:Youneverlearn,eresestúpido(youare

stupid)

Charlie:I'mhereforhelpnotalecture



Ntsika:thisisthelasttimeI'mcleaningafteryou,

nowgivemeyourphone

Charlie:whydon'tyouteachme?

Ntsika:soyoucanpaintthetownredwithyour

recklessness,besidesIcan'tteachyoubecauseit's

mypersonalencryption,youneedtocreateyour

own.

Hehandshimhisphoneangrily

Charlie:thankyou

Hewalkedbackwardsnotremovinghiseyesoff

Ntsika



Ntsika:bye

Charlie:"bidfarewelltoMeaganforme",henodded

_________

Thenextmorning…

Nkosazane

ShewalkedintotheplantafterbriefingNtsikaabout

thesizeofthejobshe'sabouttoembarkon.The

plantmanagerwalkedforthtowelcomeher.

Plantmanager:himynameisLefaMotaung,you

mustbeNkosazane?

Zane:yes,nicetomeetyousir



Lefa:pleasecallmeLefa,comethroughthisway

Nkosazanefollowedhimintohisoffice.

Lefa:youcantakeseat,howwasyourflight?

Zane:itwasalright,thanks

Lefa:good,nowIknowyourequestedatoolbox,I

don'tknowwhatisthedelaybutitwillonlyarrive

tomorrow,whichmeansyourworkwillbeabit

delayed

Zane:I'mnotverypleasedwiththatbecauseIhave

timedmyself,Icanonlystayforoneweek,there's

animportantceremonyIneedtoattendinKZN



Lefa:I'mreallysorryMissKhoza,Icanassureyou

thatthiswon'thappenagain

Zane:good

Lefa:areyoustayinginourdorms?

Zane:No,mycompanyispayingformy

accommodation

Lefa:oh…Uhmsinceyoudon'thaveworktoday,

howaboutItreatyoutolunchordinner,whichever

suitsyou,seeitasapeaceofferingforwasting

yourtime

Zane:Icanneversaynotofreefood,lunchisfine

Lefa:sendmedirections,Iwillpickyouup.



Zane:sure
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Hesqueezedabloboflubeinhishands,herubbed

themtogether,hiseyesgluedonthescreen

wherebyawomandancedandswayedherhips.He

grabbedhislongdickfromthebasetothetipand



startedstrokingitslowly,heswiftlymovedhis

handsupanddownashestartedfeelingthe

sensationbuildingup"yeeeah",hemutteredthe

manstartedgivinghimselftightandslowstrokes.

Hiseyeswereredandsmall,thepleasurewas

beyond,hecouldjustimaginehowtightandwarm

sheis,thentheladyonthescreenwentonher

knees,exposingherbuttsinthosetights,she

startedtwerkingwhileonherknees,thisdrovehim

crazy,thewayeachbuttcheekwasbouncing

causedhisrodtohardenevenmore.Hestoodup

andstartedthrustingintohishandswhilegiving

himselfatightgrip,hegyratedandthrustedasif

thewomanandhimwereactuallyone,shestarted

bouncingherbumsvigorouslyandthatsenthim

intoafrenzy"Fuuuuuuuuuuck",hemutteredthenhe

grittedhisteeth,asanexplosiveorgasmhithim,his

bodystiffenedaseverythingelsespasms,he

stayedlikethatforaminutelettingitallin,his

semensplashedalloverhishands,drippingtothe

floor.



Him:"Fuuuuuck",thisismyfavoritefromallthe

videos

Hecleanedhimselfandclosedhislaptop

________

Nkosazane

Aspromisedthetoolboxarrived,thereasonwhyI

requestedonefromthecompanyisbecausethe

kindoftoolsIuseareexpensiveandtheriskof

travelingupanddownwithmyminesistoloose

them,besidestheywantustoinstallthemachines

forthemtheymustmakesureeverythingisready

forme.Itakeasteplookingatthishumongous

monsterinfrontofme,asmilecreepsthroughmy

face,Ididit…Iactuallydidit.Iwanttojumpand

screambutcomposure,composureandthen

somethingatthetopofthemachinegrabsmy



attention,nonononoIruntoLefa'soffice.

Me:MrMotaungthere'saproblem

Lefa:pleasepleaseIbegyoudon'tcallmethat,

Lefaisfinethankyou

Me:Lefathere'saproblem

Lefa:what'swrongprincess?

Me:youneedtocomewithme

Lefastoodupandfollowedmebackintotheplant.

Me:thismachineisunderawaterpipe,that'sabad

combo,onemistakethismachinewillblowupand

itwillcostyouthousandstofix



Lefasighedandvigorouslybithislowerlip

Lefa:youseeprincess,I'mjustamanager,Idon't

calltheshots,mybossisastubbornoldman.Idid

tellhimnottoputthemachinetheresoshould

somethinghappenatleastwecansaywetried

Me:don'tbecallingmeupanddowntofixthis

machinewhenglitchesarises

Lefa:nowthat'ssomethingIwouldn'tmind,but

thankyou.Youlookniceinoveralls

Me:never,theyaresobaggyandhot…I'mall

dusty…yikes

Lefa:youlooksexy,awomaninamen'sfield,Ilike



Me:I'msomeone'swifesothreadcarefully

Lefa:I'mjustsaying,ohbythewayI'veuploaded

thosepicswetookyesterday,youmustcheckthe

responses,Itaggedyou

Me:Iwillchecklater

Lefa:Peopledidn'tbelievemethatwearethefirst

companyinJoburgtoworkwithKhozahightechs,

untilIpostedthose,theyevenwentasfarastosay

wecanmakeacutecouple.

Me:that'sbecausetheyhaven'tseenmyhusband

Lefa:youtalkasifyoualreadymarried



Me:MrMotaungyouareoutoflinenow...bye

Iwalkedawayleavinghimdumbstruck

****

Laterthatday

Iwasbusyroundingupmyreportstosendto

Ntsika,whenmyphonerang,IsmiledwhenIsaw

Nkanyezi'snamepoppingup.

Me:myeniwami

Nka:whothehellisLefa?

Me:theplantmanager



Nka:youhavinglunchwithhimwhy?

Me:pleasedon'tboremeNkanyezi,amInot

workingwiththem?Itwasinnocent.Hewasjust

excitedthathebaggedadealwithoneofthebest

hightechcompaniesinSouthAfrica,calmdown.

Nka:"diningwitharareflower,I'mhonored"hearts?

nywenyweYoucallthatinnocent?

Me:hewrotethat?Ihaven'tchecked

Nka:yeshewrotethat,nywenywethenextpower

couple.TellhimIwillsquashhisface

Me:okNorwood,I'msorry



Nka:I'matthereception,roomnumber?

Me:what?Nooo

Nka:yes…Uyezanoma?(areyouor?)

****

IntheeveningNkanyeziandZanejustfinished

havingtheirsupper,whentherewasaknockonthe

door.Zanewenttoattendtoit,andbeholdLefawas

beamingwithabouquetofflowers.

Zane:"Leeefaa",shesaidtryingtotalktohimwith

hereyes

Lefa:heyprincess,Ibroughtyouthistoapologize

forwhatIsaidaboutyourfiancéearlieron



Zane:it'sokay,Iwillseeyoutomorrow

Nkosazanetriedtoindicateforhimtogobuthe

missedallthesigns.

Lefa:whatareyouupto,canIcomein?

Zane:youcan'tcomein

Nkanyeziwasfuminginside,hefeltdisrespected,

thisguyhadtheaudacitytoevencometo

Nkosazane'shotelroom.Hechargedtowardsthe

doorandopeneditwidegentlypushingZaneinside.

Nka:yewenashlama,didyouloosesomethingthis

sideofthehotel?



Lefa:whoahdudechill,Ijustcametoapologizeto

princess

Nka:princess?It'sMissKhozatoyou

Lefa:sure…

Lefawalkedbackwardsnotremovinghiseyesfrom

afumingNkanyezi.Nkadissappearedbackinside

andyankedthebouquetofflowersfromthe

pedestalandchargedoutside.HecaughtuptoLefa

whowasnowbytheelevators,hepinnedhimon

thewall.

Nka:Icanseerightthroughyou,actingallnice.Talk

toortouchmywifeuzonyasani(youwillshiton

yourself)

Lefa:"atwork?",heaskedbetweenthechokingand



coughing

Nka:keepitsimple,henodded

Nkanyezibashedhisheadwiththeflowersand

petalsscatteredalloverhisclothesandthefloor.

Nka:Ibetyoudon'tevenbuyyourownwoman

flowersnx

HewalkedawayleavingLefaboilingupashe

pickeduptheleavesandstemsoftheflowershe

hadbought,hecursedunderhisbreathand

dissappearedintotheelevator.

******

NkosazanewasupsetatNkanyezi'sbehavior,she



satonthebedrefusingtosleep.

Nka:ahcomeonHermosa,youwanttheseguysto

takemelightly,ayiIwon'tbackdown

Zane:didyouhavetoflyallthewayfromDurban

justbecauseyousawtweets?Ithoughtwespoke

aboutyourinsecurity.YouknowIloveyouandwill

notbetrayyou,manjeyinilena(nowwhatisthis),

youfightingwithmycolleagues

Nka:I'msorryaboutthatbutthatLefais

disrespectingme,youaremyresponsibility,Iwill

notsleeppeacefullybacknotknowingifyouare

safeornot.Womanarerapedandkilledlikefliesin

thiscountry,IguessIpanickedwhenIsawhim

entertainingyoulikethat.

Zane:justsayunomonanjekwaphela(admitthat

youarejealous,that'sit)



Nka:doyoublamemeHermosa?Youaretheair

thatIbreathe,Ineedyoucloseatalltimes

Zane:youaresuchababybutontherealNorwood,

allofthisisunnecessary.Wenotincollege

anymore,soonwewillhavekids,youcan'tbe

fightingeveryoneyoumeetbecausetheyare

lookingatme

Nka:I'mworkingonitIpromise,nowcanwesleep?

Zane:"OK",shegiggled

Nka:aaaahthat'swhatIwanted,thatsoftwarm

skinagainstmine,Ican'twaittofuckyou

Zane:Nkanyezihowdidyougetoutofwork?



Nka:there'sanemergencyhawu

Zane:"ohmygosh",shecoveredherface

_________

Nandi

Sheplacedhergrocerybagsonthecounter,she

drawoutherphonefromherhandbaganddialed

Ntsika.

Ntsika:Diamante

Nandi:whydidn'tyouclosethedoor?



Ntsika:Idid

Nandi:Noyoudidnot,Ijustgothomenow

Ntsika:that'swierd,maybeIthoughtIlocked.How

wasyourtest?

Nandi:itwasgreathey,I'mpositiveaboutthisone,

babewhatdoesCharliedoduringtheday?

Ntsika:hisbusydevelopingsomesoftwarewhy?

Nandi:IcouldswearIsawhimatCampusthis

morning

Ntsika:nahnotCharlie,givemefiveminutesandI

willbethere



Nandi:OK,Iloveyou

Ntsika:Iloveyoumoremkami

Nandistartedunpackinghergrocerieswhenshe

wasdone,shewentupstairschangedintoheryoga

tightsandstartedherexercises.

_________

Ntsiki

LaterthatnightNonstikelelodrovestraighthome,

shewantedtosoakherselfinanicewarmbathwith

freshlyfragrancedoils.Theworkloadwas

overwhelmingwithsolittleresources,shewas

startingtohateherjob.

Coulditbethatsheisnowtastingthegoodlifeand

she'slosingtouchofwhosheisandwhereshe



camefrom,shebrushedthatthoughtoffand

convincedherselfthatshedeservedeverythingthat

iscomingherway.

ShethoughtaboutLiyandaandhowmuchshe

loveshimbutwhenshethoughtofhermother

sadnessengulfedher,beforesheknewitshewas

pullingupherdriveway.Sheopenedthedoor

hopingtofindLiyandaathome,andthathardly

happensbecauseheneedstoseethingsthroughat

thecartel.Sheshookherheadwhenshethoughtof

howsheonceyearnedtobringthisfamilydownbut

nowdiningwiththem,screwingoneofthemeven.

Shetreatedherselftothatbathaspromised,aftera

whileshecameout,driedherself,lotionedand

settledforhershortpyjamas,shewentdownstairs

thinkingofwhatsheshouldpreparefordinner.A

tinyblackboxonthekitchencountercaughther

attention,shesmiledandcoveredhermouth.She

quicklyopeneditandgaspedatthebeautybefore



her.

Yanda:NonstikeleloKani…marryme.Ihavesenta

lettertoyourmomagesagobutshehasn'treplied

yetandI'mtiredofwaiting…Marryme

Ntsiki:"Liyanda….Yooooh",wordsfailedheras

tearsaccumulatedinhereyes,hereyescouldnt

carrythemanymoresotheyletthemflow

Yanda:please

_________

Charlie

HequicklydialedNtsikaonhisphone,pantinglike

hewaschasedbydogs.



Ntsika:amigo

Charlie:hisdeadEl,theyfoundhimcoldman,foam

oozingfromhismouth,hisdead.

Ntsika:No…Fuckno,thosewitches

Charlie:youneedtotellher

Ntsika:yeah,thisgoingtobreakher

Charlie:Iknow…I'msorry

Hehungup..
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Nandi

Nandi:"I'mjustsadthathetookhislastbreathin

hidingbuthonestlyNtsika,ourrelationshipdieda

longtime,doesithurt?Yesitdoes,I'mnowan

orphanbutitiswhatitis",shewipedofatear

Ntsika:"Itriedmybest,Ithoughtthiswayhecould



breakfreefromthosewitchesgrip,butIfailedyou

Diamante…I'msorry",hepulledherintohis

embrace

Theystayedineachother'sarmsforthelongestof

timesuntilNandibrokeitoff.

Nandi:weneedtogoback,youareready

Ntsika:I'mnotreadyandyouknowthat

Nandi:"yesyouaredammit,oryoualsowanttodie

andleavemelikeeveryoneelseinmylife",she

scoffedangrily

Ntsika:Iknowyouarehurtingmkamibutthisright

hereisnotupfordiscussion



Nandi:ngikhatheleminaNtsika,theyarestrangling

youinyoursleepandIdon'tevenknowhowtohelp

you.Onedaytheywillsucceedwhileyoubusy

hoveringoveryourgadgets,youcanbloodytake

themwithyou,heckyoucanstillrunyourcompany

butCLAIMYOURTHRONE.

Ntsika:"Nandi",itcameoutasawhisper

Shefelldownonherkneeswithtearsinhereyes,

sheboweddownandstartedchanting.

Nandi:BAYEDEWENAWENDLOVU!!HISMAJESTY

THEKING!!,ISILO!!,INGONYAMA!!,

IHLANGALOMHLABATHI!!,ISILOSAMABANDLA!!.

Ntsika:pleasegetup,pleasedon'tdothat

Nandi:WENAWENDLOVU!!



Ntsikastartedfeelinghot,hisbodywasheatingup

rapidly,hisbreathingpatternstartingchangingwith

hisheartpumpingfaster.Hisbodyposturechanged

andsowashisbehavior,helookedatNandi

gracefullybowingonthefloor.

Ntsika:Herroyalhighness!Ndlovukaziyami(my

queen)pleaseriseup,Idon'teverwanttoseeyou

bowtomelikethatagain,youbelonghereonmy

rightsideandnotbymyfeet,youhearme?

Nandi:Bayede!

Ntsika:"cutthatcraporIwillfuckyouunconscious",

hehookedherontohisrightarm

Nandi:maybeifIaddressyouinthismanneryou

willtakethisseriously



Ntsika:Iam,Ijustneedmoretime

Nandi:wedon'thavetime

Ntsika:Diamantelistentome,Ihavebeenworking

onsecuringthatwholeplacesowhenItakemy

familythereitssafe,okay.Idon'twanttogothere

blindly,IhaveyouandDinganetoprotectbutsoon

everythingwillfallinplace.

Nandi:wherewasmyfatherhiding?

Ntsika:don'tbemadbuthisbeenlivingwithCharlie

thewholetime,atfirstIbookedhimaBnBthenhe

movedinwithCharliejustsohecankeepaneyeon

him.

Nandi:talkingaboutCharlie,hisbeensayingthings



Ntsika:khuluma(talk)

Nandi:Iguessit'swierdbuthisbeensayingthings

likehelikedmefirstandthatyouknewthatand

stuff

Ntsika:histalkingbull,maybehedidlikeyoubuthe

nevertoldmethat.That'sthethingaboutCharlie,he

bottlethingsupandexpectseveryonetobepsychic.

Ineedtohaveawordwithhim,Idon'tappreciate

himmakingyouuncomfortablebecauseofhis

problemas(problems)

Nandi:Nodon't,justdropit,plusheacknowledges

you,hesaid"yougotthegirl".

Ntsika:No,youaremywife,hemustgofuck

himself.



Nandi:dropitMkhathini,it'snotabigdeal

_______

Nkosazane

TodayismylastdayinJoburg,themachineisup

andrunning.Theclientishappyandthatbringsjoy

tomyheart.Lefawalksforthbeamingfromearto

ear.

Lefa:MissKhoza,youhavedoneanexceptionaljob

Me:thankyou,pleasetellyourmaintenanceguysto

takecareofmymachine,theymusthandleit

tenderlylikeawoman.



Lefa:noted,lookI'msorryforthedramaIcaused,I

couldn'tsleeptheotherdaythinkinghewouldbeat

youup,hissoviolent.

Me:heneverlaysahandonme,hejustfelt

disrespected,youknowwhattheysayabout

provokingasnakeinitshole.FreeadviceLefa,you

don'twanttotakeNkanyezion,evenIwon'tbeable

tohelpyou.

Lefa:Princesswhyareyouwiththiskindofguyheh?

Womenbafflemesometimes,youwalkintoahole

withyoureyesopen,youignorealltheredflagsand

monthsdowntheline,wefoundyoudeadinsome

ditch.Thisguyisviolentandclearlyhavesome

angerissuesandyouareheredefendinghim.

Me:don'tyoudaretalkaboutNkanyezilikethatin

mypresenceMotaung,wearenotfriends,just

becauseyoumetusfortwominutesyouthinkyou

knowus,youtooforward.



Lefa:I'msorry,butjustthinkaboutitbeforeyou

makethebiggestmistakeofyourlife.Thisguyflew

allthewayfromDurbanjustbecausehesawtweets,

hisacontrolfreakandveryterritorial,givehima

coupleofmonthshewilltellyoutostopworking.

Zane:youclearlydon'tknowmyfamily,soIwill

forgiveyou.

Ilefthimstandingthere,beforeIruinthiscontract

forthecompany.Hethinksheknowsitall.Ipack

mystuff,whenNkaandNkosanawalksin,Iscream

andjumpedonhim.

Nkosa:mylove,Imissedyou

Me:whatthehellareyoudoinghere?Ihopeyouare

notfollowingmelikethisone



Nkosa:I'mheretofetchyouboth,andNorwooddid

well,youarehisresponsibility.

Me:yousupposedtobeonmyside.

Nkosa:andthisismebeingonyourside,Isawthe

machineandwowI'mimpressedmylove

Me:itscoolhey

Nkosa:supercool

Me:heyhandsome,Ipeckedhislips

Nka:youtotallyignoredmebecauseofhim,should

Ibeworried?



Nkosa:Itoldyou,IwillalwayscomefirstNkanyezi,

giveupndoda,evendadneverstoodachancewith

me.

Nka:whateverlet'sgetmywifeoutofthisplace

beforeIsmearbloodallovermywoman'shardwork

Me:blood?

Nka:iseshelisakho(yourcourter)isthrowing

daggersatme,Iwillsquashthatboyoneifthese

days

Me:don'tmindhim

Nkosa:mylove,oneweekawayfromNorwoodhis

alreadyhavingGreyhair,hechuckles



Nka:mxm,shutthefuckup.TalkingaboutGrey

hairsyouhaveplentyofthatwithyourbabymama

showingyouflames

Nkosa:MasabathaactssillyonpurposesoIcan

fuckher,myspermtanknevergetsfull

NkawhisperedintoZane'sear..

Nka:"I'mtakingtips",hegentlybitmyearsandsent

sensationaltinglesallovermybodycausingmeto

giggle.

Nkosa:eh...don'tbewierd.

Me:yousaidyouareheretofetchus?Pleasedon't

tellmewedrivingdown,I'mexhausted



Nkosa:whosaidanythingaboutdrivinghoney,I'm

flyingyoudown

Me:I'mconfusedBhovungane

Nkosa:wenowownaprivatejetandyouare

lookingatthepilot,Ijustcamefromfetchingit

Me:reallywow,thatissocool,howmuchwasit?

Nkosa:it'sbrandnewsoabout4milliondollars

Me:what?andtheparentsgaveyouthatkindof

moneyjustlikethat?

Nkosa:uhm…Theydon'tknow,theyarebusy

planningumemulosotheyaredistracted,wewant

tosurprisethem



Me:Idon'tlikethisonebitmylove,pleasedon't

dragmymanintothis

Nka:I'mintoodeepHermosabutdon'tworrywe

gotthis

Me:theywillkillyouthistime

Nkosa:that'sthereasonwhyweboughtitbehind

theirbacks,theytreatinguslikekidsandwewantto

provetothemthatwehavebrains,hecksomeofus

aremarriedwithkids,theymuststopthisnonsense.

Me:talkingaboutmarriage,whenareyouputtinga

ringonMasabatha?

Nkosa:soon,IwouldhavedoneitlongtimebutI

wantedhertosortoutthingsbetweenherandher



mombecauseshe'stheonlyparentalive,Iwantto

giveherthebestweddingever.

Me:somuchweddings,I'msoexcited

__________

Ntsiki

Thephonerangthreetimesbeforeshecould

answer.

Me:mama

Mom:Nontsi

Me:howareyou?



Mom:ucingantoniwena?(whatdoyouthink)I'm

notgoodatall,Ineedmoney

Me:sorry

Mom:nyorinyoriisallyoucansaykumiNontsi,I

carriedyouforninemonthsandI'mtellingyouI'm

brokethebestyoucansayissorry?ListenhereI

foundyouaniceXhosamanfromthisside,buthe

worksinJoburg,yourememberthatboyyouhada

crushoninschooluMuziwoxolo

Me:IhaveamanalreadymamaandIneverhada

crushonMuziwoxoloandnoIdon'tlikehim.Mama

whyhaven'tyourepliedtoLiyanda'sletter?

Mom:mxmyouwanttoruinmyday,youseriously

wanttomarrythatZulubrokeman?Soze

Nonstikelelondihluphekekakhulusanalwami(I



can't,Isufferedalotmychild)andIwon'tallowyou

togothroughthesamething.

Me:MamaheproposedandIsaidyes,wewillget

marriedeitheryoulikeitornot.Sotellmeifyou

don'twantlobolamoneyandabigweddingtobrag

aboutbecausetomorrowwewilljustgotocourt

andsign

Mom:iyoooNonstikelelo,it'sfineIwillreply.

Me:andmominafewminutesIwillsendsome

cashandI'minvitingyoutomyfriends"umemulo",

it'sarichfamilysolookyourbest

Mom:"wewillbethere,Ineedtodeletemyold

picturesandmakespacesoIcanrecordvideosfor

myfriends,yooowearediningwithrichpeople",I

rolledmyeyes



Me:seeyoutherethen,bye

Yanda:didyouhavetoinviteherthough?

Me:yeah,it'sabouttimesherespectsmyman.Now

aboutthatproposal,hereisalistofhowIwantitto

bedoneandwhere

Yanda:kahleukuphapha(stopbeingforward)there

isnothingwrongwithmyproposal

Me:youdidn'tevengodownononeknee

Yanda:justsayyouwanttoseemevulnerableand

weak

Me:IwantmyromanticproposalorI'msayno



Yanda:butyoualreadytoldyourmomthatyousaid

yes

Me:agirlisallowedtochangehermind

Yanda:reallyNonstikelelo,wenotkidsandlifeis

notafairytale.Ninescefenalamamovieenu

eniwabukayo(youareannoyingwiththesemovies

youarewatching).

Me:what'sitgoingtobe?Areyougoingtopropose

likeaperfectgentlemanthatyouareorIshould

planthewholething

Yanda:"mxm",hesnatchedtheringfromthe

counterandwalkedawayirritated

Ewekaloku,IalsowantwhatIwant.Gettingmarried

tohisstubbornselfmeansit'sdoordie,ifIdon't



getmyfairytalenow,thenIwillnevergetit.His

brothersdiditmanjeyenauhlulwayini?(whats

hinderinghim?),ifit'sanotherwomanIwantherto

seetheMrshaslandedandI'mputtingmyflagto

markmyspot.

_________

Nkosana

TosayI'mchuffedisanunderstatement,thejetisa

sexymama,yesithascostusanarmandalegbut

withourbusinessesexpanding,morechildrenborn

intoourfamiliesourlegacycanonlygrowbigger

andIthinkthisisagreatinvestment.Wespend

thousandsofRandsflyingbusinessclassalmost

everydayinacoupleofyearswewouldhavespend

asmuchandwewillbringthismoneyback.Theold

menwillflipI'mreadyforthatbuttheywilladmit

onedaythatthisisabrilliantidea,itwillsaveus

timeandmoney.Allthosehoursyouspendin



queuesandbookingofticketsareathingofthe

pastforusnow,wewouldstillberequiredtohave

ourtraveldocumentslikeyourID,passportand

visa's.ThecheckinprocessbytheFixedBased

Operator(FBO)isquick,andconvenient,Iknow

theywilllovethatalot.

Weastheguysputourheadstogetherandbrought

forwardeachachuckfromthefamilyinvestment,

andasthepilotIhavecomeupwithaschedule,

everyonewillhaveacopyofitsowedon'tclash.

NkanyeziandNkosazaneweremyveryfirst

passengers,IwassoexcitedthatIeventook

picturesbutI'mabusinessmanwhichmeansIwill

havetohireanotherpilotbecauseImightnot

alwaysbeavailabletoflypeoplearound.Didyou

guysknowthatNkosenye…Yesmyfathercanalso

fly?Hetooalwayswantedtobeapilot,but

unfortunatelyhecouldn'tstudylikemebecausehe

wasbusystartingthislegacyforus.Iknowdeep

downhewillbeproudofme,forsomewierdreason

welovethesamethings,Iamtrulymyfathersson.



MyPAwalksinslowlyafterknockingabitonthe

door.Iliftupmyeyestoindicatethatsheshould

talk.

Me:khulumaAmahle(talk)

Amahle:there'saladyheretoseeyou

Me:didshemakeanappointment?

Amahle:nobutshe'spregnantandshedoesn'tlook

alright

Me:"AmahleI'mbusy,doesthislooklikeaclinic",I

rubbedmytemplesinfustration,"Fine,sendherin".

AfterafewminutesAmahlewalkedinfollowedby



Sosoandmydaywasruinedjustlikethat,hereyes

werepuffyandred,consideringthefactshewas

fair,shewasredeverywhere.Amahleleft

immediately,Sosojuststoodthereplayingwithher

hands,mindyoumeIhaven'tseenhersincethat

dayMasabathaalmostkilledherwithafryingpan,I

chuckleinmyheadthinkingofthat.ThenIgetmad

alloveragainthinkingifhowshewenttomymom

andliedaboutmeimpregnantingher,thecheekof

thisgirl.

Me:howcanIhelpMissBhengu

Shewalksforthandfloponthechairoppositeme.

Soso:"here",sheshoveapieceofpapertowards

me

Icanseeit'sascan,Idon'tknowwhatshewants

metodowiththis.



Me:congratulations,anythingelse?

Soso:IconcievedthatchildthesamedayIspent

thenightwithyou.Youcanlietoeveryoneelsebut

webothknowthisyourchild

Me:Masabathaistheonecarryingmychildrenso

pleaseleavemealone

Soso:wherewasshewhenyoufuckedmeallnight?

Whenyouweremoaningandgroaningwhiledrilling

me,ifyouareusedofusinggirls,youhavecometo

yourdestinationbhuti.

Me:me?Moaningandgroaningwhiledrillingyou?

HeeeepleaseleavebeforeIinsultyou,Imusedto

psycho'sandtheyturnmeoff.Iwilldealwithyou,if

youthinkyoucancomebetweenmeand

Masabatha.



Soso:youwilltakecareofthisbabyNkosana,Iwill

notraisethisbabyalone.

Me:GETOUT!sfebe,yougoingaroundgetting

pregnanttotrapaguy,youhavenoshame.

Soso:Ican'twaittoseeyourfacewhentheDNA

comesout,Iwantyoutoorganizeitandlet'ssee

whoislying,keeplyingtoyourself.Okusalayoit

wasonlyyouandmethatnight

Withthatshestoodupandwalkedout,Iburymy

headinmyhands,allofthesuddenI'mnotsure

anymore,thefactthatIcan'trememberwhat

happenedthatnightfustratedmebutwhatifits

reallymychild.WhattheheckdidIdo.

_______



Narrated

NtombiandNtandocalledthegirlstohavea

meetingaboutZane'sumemulototakeplacethe

upcomingweekend.

Ntombi:wearesosadthattheChiefhasleftusbut

ascustomwearen'tallowedtotellanyoneuntilthe

burialprocessisdone,sopleasegiveprincesslots

oflove

NandiwassunkenintoNontando'sembrace.

Ntombi:Nkosazanefromnowonwardsyouarenot

allowedtogoanywhere,everythingyouneedwillbe

providedbyyoursisters.Enhlewilljoinyouinthis

process,wewillomitNandi,FuthiandMasabatha

fromthis.Theyneedtorest,Ntsikiwillhelpwhere

shecan.



Ntsiki:I'mnovirginsounfortunatelyIcan'tbepart

oftheprocess

Theyalllaughed

Ntando:youonlyhaveSanelisiwebecausethe

otherchildreninthisfamilyarestillyoung

Ntombi:youandSanelisiwewillundergovirginity

testingandIaskedourworkerswhohavevirgin

daughtersyouragetopleasejoinusandtheyare

morethanwillingtocome

Zane:IwouldalsoliketoinviteNethezeko,she's

alsoavirgin

Ntombi:that'sperfect



Ntando:wewilltellyoumoreaboutthepreparations

later

Theystoodupandleft,thegirlsgatheredaround

Nandiandhuggedher.

Sane:"guysI'mnotavirgin",sheblurtedout

Zane:whydidn'tyousayso?

Sane:Ifroze,Ididn'tknowtheythoughtIwasstill

one

Zane:it'sbecauseyoudon'ttalk,nowwhobrokeit

andwhen?

Sane:TwoyearsagoandIknowyouwon'tbelieve



thisbutitwasMfanafuthi

Theyallgasped…

Futhi:butyouguysjustmet

Sane:no…IknowMfanafuthiwayback,Idatedhim

beforeMelusiactually

Ntsiki:whathappened?

Sane:it'salongstory…ButallIknowisthatI'm

failingthatvirginitytest
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Mfanafuthi

I'minstitchesasIopenamessagecomingfrom

Sane.

*Sthulisikandabanakhungisenkingeni(myloveI'm

introuble)myfamilystillthinksI'mavirgin,theyare

makingplansforourvirginitytestingaswespeak,

pleasebringmyhymenback*



Shetoppeditoffwithawinkingemoji,thisisoneof

thethingsIloveaboutSanelisiwe,she'ssomuch

fun,there'sneveradullmoment.Youmustseehow

herandmymomganguponme,theygetalonglike

ahouseonfireandthatalonewarmsmyheart

becausetheyarethemostimportantpeopleinmy

life.Ireplybacktoheramessage.

*gotothepersonwhotookyourhymenbecauseI

don'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout*

Sherepliedalmostimmediately.

*kahleukuphaphalentoemnyamale(stopbeing

forward,youdarkthing)Iwillneverforgetthat

heavybodypantingontopofme,theworsttimeof

mylife*

Ichucklereadingthenonsenseshewrote,she

wouldn'thavemoanedandcalledmynameso



sexilyifitwastheworst,butwecrazylikethat,we

candothisthewholeday.Ireplyback.

*nowonderyousoundedlikeagoatbeing

slaughtered,poorthingwithasmallvagina*

Sherepliedonceagain.

*I'mgoingtocallmaandtellherwhatyoujustsaid

MfanaandI'mnottalkingtoyou*

Ohno…Icantallowhertotellthatone,Iwon'thear

theendofit.Idialherphoneandsheanswersbut

saysnothing.

Me:Sanelisiwengiyadlalahawu(I'mjokingrelax)

Sane:udlalanobaniumnganiwakho?(whoyou



playingwith,I'mnotyourfriend)

Me:I'mcomingthere,giveme30minutesanddon't

wearpanties

Sane:I'mgoingforvirginitytestingdidyouforgetI

needtorestorethelittlethatisleft

Me:"youthoughtIleftalittle?"Iscoffedlaughing,

"phelilephelile"(it'sfinished).

Sane:"ahman",shesaidsoundingdissapointed

sarcastically

Me:30minutesnjalo.

Ihungup…justasI'mabouttodriveoffmymom

callsme,speakofthedevil.



Me:maoledy

Mom:whenareyoucomingI'mbored?

Me:youalwaysbored,whydon'tyoucomeupand

visitmebecauseIcan'tcomeeveryweekend,Iwork.

Mom:me..cometothecity?Uyangibhedela(you

talkingrubbish)whomustIleavemygardenwith?

Nottomentionmychickens.IfIleavetheseherd

boyswillletthecowslooseandtheywilltrampleall

overmygardenandeatmycrops.

Me:Ihiredsomeonetohelpyouwithallofthose

thingsnje

Mom:thatonehasaboyfriend,justnowshewillbe

pushingabigstomach,uselessgirl.Soareyou



coming?

Me:no,there'sumemuloIneedtoattendtoo

Mom:werheeeyouthinkIwillbegyounekhanda

elikhulu(withyourbighead)

Me:whatdoesthishavetodowithmyhead?

Mom:uyabhora,sinceyoudontlovemeanymore,

thengivemegrandchildren

Me:hawubutyoutoldmeyoudon'twant

grandchildrenbornoutofwedlock,I'mnotmarried

yet

Mom:veleyouareveryslow,areyouevensureyou

aremychild?



Me:IamyourchildI'mhandsomelikeyourman

Mom:wuuuumymanwasveryhandsomenotdark

likeyou

Me:mxm,IwilltellSanenottovisityouanymore

Mom:"youmad,that'smycitymakoti.Idon'twant

anotherone,sheisperfectformyhandsomeson

andshehasnicehipsandbigbumstocarrymy

grandchildren",Ichuckledatherremarks

Me:soI'mhandsomenow?

Mom:always

Me:Igiveuponyou.Ihopeyouknowthat



Sanelisiwelovesthecityandwon'tliveatthefarms,

youneedtoconsiderjoiningusthisside

Mom:Iknowthat…butatleastIwillhave

grandchildren

Me:okbye,I'mgoingtoseeyourcitymakoti

Mom:I'mtheonewhophonedsoIwillsaybye.

NowIwanttotalktomaMpungosenotyou

mnyamane

Me:wow

__________

Nkanyezi



Hewalkedintotheloungeanditwasemptysohe

headedtothebedroom.

Nka:whatthefuckLanga,switchthatthingoff,

whatthehellman,whydon'tyoufindagirl?

Langa:mindyourownbusinessandwhydidn'tyou

knock?Andpleasedon'tactlikeyoudidn'tdoitat

somepoint.

Nka:atleastlockyourdoor,youdon'twantyour

daughterwalkinginonhisdadinthis

compromisingposition

Langa:thanksdad,whatbringsyouhere?

Hepulleduphistrunkandjeans,whileNkanyezi

lookedawaydisgusted.



Nka:gofuckenwashyourhandsfirst,sies

Langa:"nexttimeknock",hescreamedashe

enteredhisensuitebathroom

Nka:I'mhereforCarane,maNtombiaskedforme

tobringherforfittingofimvunulo(traditionalattire

withbeads).

Langa:dadalreadytookherthere,theyareonthe

wayaswespeak

Nka:perfect,howareyou?

Langamakeshiswaybacktothebedroom,looking

disinterested.

Langa:I'mfineIguess



Nka:youneedtogetlaidandgiveyourpoorhanda

break

Langa:I'mnotinthemoodforgirlsatthemoment,

theyareallthesame,theylureyouinsoyoucanlet

yourguarddownandgivethemyourall…then

BOOM

Nka:youknowthat'snottrue,notallthegirlsbro

Langa:"bloodyMaryfuckenJaneisscrewingsome

guywithtattoosandsilkylonghair,heprobably

charmedherwiththehaka",hescoffed

Nka:MJisinAustralianotNewZealand,youneed

topullyourselftogether

Langa:I'mperfectlyfine



Nka:heyrememberNethe,thegirlthathelpedZane

andthematFuthi'sfarm?

Langa:yeahthetallone?Fairwithcurves?

Nka:yeahthatone,she'scomingforumemulo

Langa:aybro,she'snotmytype,she'stooinnocent,

Iwantabadgirl.Ibetyoushe'sevenavirginI'll

pass.Idon'twanttohurther.

Nka:Itried,letmego.Willtalklater

_________

MpunziKingdom



Lwandlewassittingoutsidethebalconywithtears

streamingdownherface.Whenoneoftheservants

approached.

Servant:ChieftessBandileisonthephone

Shestretchedherhandwithoutevenlookingather,

sheyankedthephoneandtheservantflinched.

Lwandle:boy!

Bandile:theChiefisdead

Lwandle:areyousure?

Bandile:yes,didyoudoit?

Lwandle:don'taskmerubbishBandile,howareyou



doing?

Bandile:I'mnotgoodmom,can'tgogoreversethe

spell,wedyinghere

Lwandle:she'stryingmybabyjusthanginthere

Bandile:shemusthurry,thisishorrendous

Lwandle:OKmybaby,Ineedtoaddressthe

kingdom,wewilltalklater

Shehungup…

_________

Sizwe



Ilookedatmywifetearfully,there'snoworse

feelingthenbeinguseless,whenyourlovedones

aregoingthroughthemostandyoucan'tdo

anythingtohelpthem.

Pretty:IthinkIneedtocutmyhairoff,thisis

disgusting

Me:whateveryouwantlove

Pretty:heyI'mstrongMpungose,nothingwill

happen

Me:pleasedon'tleaveme,Idon'tknowhowIwill

survive

Pretty:I'mnotgoinganywherenowstoptalkinglike

I'mdying.Getthekidsreadyweneedtogoforthe



fittingofimvunulo,wehaveumemulotopreparefor

Me:Pretty!youdon'thavetopretendwithme

Pretty:thenstoplookingatmewithpitifuleyes,I

hateit

Me:I'msorry,Ijustdon'tknowhowtoact,thetruth

isthatI'mscared.

Pretty:comelet'sgo

SizwewipedhistearsandfollowedPretty

________

Soso



Nelly:yousofoolishSoso,whyfallpregnantheh?

Momisgoingtokillyou

Soso:ifyoudon'thaveanythingnicetosayjust

shutup,atleastI'mnotlikeyou

Nelly:don'tmakethisaboutme,Iplaythegameand

Idon'tletthegameplayme

Soso:mxmdon'tactallinnocent,youbusysleeping

withmarriedmen

Nelly:yes,that'smeplayingthegame,theyarethe

onescomingafterme

Soso:exactlyyounotperfect



Nelly:I'mjusttryingtohelpyou,abortthatchildand

saveyourselfmisery

Soso:Never,yousoevil.

Nelly:evilisyoubringinganunwantedchildinto

thisworld.Youwillbefine,Isurvivedit…Twice

Soso:Nkosanawilltakecareofme

Nelly:don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou,waituntilDelisile

hearsofthis

Soso:ifyoutellher,Iwillalsotellaboutyour

abortions

Nelly:mxm



________

Narrated

MinuteslaterSanesteppedoutofthehouse.

Mfanafuthibeamedcheckingherout,he

rememberedhismotherswordsaboutSane'ships

andbumsandhechuckled"mymomthough",he

saidtohimself.Hehoppedoutofthecartogetthe

doorforSaneafterhuggingandkissingher.

Sane:whatareyouchucklingabout?

Mfana:yourfriendwasonthephone,Ipromised

herthatyouwillphoneherback

Sane:IwillphoneherbeforeIsleepbecauseour

chatsareverylengthy



Mfana:Imissedyou

Sane:"Ithoughtyouheretogivememyhymen

back",hechuckled

Mfana:justnow,soareyougoingtobewalking

aroundhalfnakedalsothisweekend?

Sane:yeahbutIneedtotellthemothersthetruth

shame

Mfana:tellthemIwillpaythecow,Icanevenpay

thelobolaaswell,sametime.

Sane:don'tgetaheadofyourself,wenotgetting

married

Mfana:yourfriendisstressingmeout,shewants



grandchildren,sheevenfoundagirltocarrymy

kidsifyoudon'twant

Sane:shedidwhat?Letmephoneher,myfriend

willnotdomelikethat

Mfanafuthisnatchedherphoneoutofherhandand

burstedoutlaughing.

Mfana:ngiyadlalahawu(I'mjoking),butshewants

grandchildren

Sane:intime

Whiletheyweregoingbackandforth,acallcame

throughMfanafuthi'sphone.Saneobservedhim

thoughtfullyasshewitnessedhisfacehardening,

afteracoupleofminuteshehungup.Heturnedto

Saneandfakedasmile.



Mfana:"comesitonmylap",shedid

Headjustedhisseatgivingthemmoreroom,he

startedkissingherwhilecuppingherbreast,things

gotheatedupprettyquick.Sanewasridinghisdick

whileshemoanedinpleasure,fuuuck"Fezeka",he

exclaimed.Sanefrozeandgotoffhimquickly,she

gatheredherstuffinaflash.

Mfana:NonoSanelisiwe,pleasedon'tgo,I'm

sorry…fuck!

Sane:don'teverphonemeorcometomeever

again.Youhaven'tchangedonebit

Mfana:Sanelisiwe!

Saneopenedthedoorandbangeditonherwayout,



Mfanafuthicalledheroutseveraltimes.

Mfana:Sanelisiwe!Sane…shit
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FridaynightZaneandEnhlewerecoveredin

blanketsastheymadetheirwayoutthehouseto



welcometheirgiftfromthefamilyinaformofcows,

afterafewminutesthemaidenseruptedinsong

anddanceasthepairretreatedbackintothehouse.

Intheweehoursofthemorningthegirlswere

wokenup,theyallgatheredtoreceivetheir

instructions.

Ntombi:youareallgoingtobetransportedto

Umngenirivertobathsinceit'stheonlyriverwe

knowandalsoit'ssafer.

Ntando:andtheywillbenovirginitytesting,we

trustthatallofyouaretruetoyourselves.

Sanesighedinrelief,shedidn'twantanythingthat

willmakeherthinkofMfanafuthiagain.Afterall

theseyears,heisstillhungonthatgirl,shewasn't

abouttosubjectherselfintobeinghurtagain.



Pretty:SaneIknowyounotavirginanymore,you

bettertelltheculpritthatIneedumqhoyisowami

(virginitycow)becausesoonyourfatherisdoing

umemuloforyouaswell.

Sanelookeddownembarrassed,talkabout

countingyoureggsbeforetheyhatch.Thegirlsgot

intoataxitoUmngeniriver,uponarrivaltheywere

askedtoundressandwalkforththerivernaked,

theyallhadtoendurethechillnessofthemorning

andwashoffibomvu(redmud)asasymbolof

leavingthewaysofalittlegirlandwelcoming

womanhood.

Zane:Ihatethissomuch

Sane:it'salmostdone

Enhle:"IIoveeverypartofit",shestuckhertongue

outatZane



Zane:"mxm",sherolledhereyes

Enhle:willMfanafuthibeheretoday?

Sane:Idon'twanttotalkabouthim

MaNondumisoshoutedatthegirls,theygot

startled.

Nondu:areyouwashingoffyoursillynessthereor

nikhinindaizindaba?Siyagodolaphela(oryoubusy

faffing,wearefreezingcoldhere),thegirlsgiggled

andresumedtheirbathing.

Aftertheywereallfinishedtheywereinstructedto

walkstraightintothevehiclesandtheymustn'tlook

backbecauseiftheydobadluckwillfollowthem.

Thegirlscompliedandluckyforthemthetaxiswas



alreadyheateduptokeepthemwarm.Theydrove

backtothehouse.

********

Theyardwasbuzzing,itwasfoodandmeatgalore.

Peoplecameadornedintheirbesttraditionalattires

youcouldswearitwasafashionshow,theKhoza’s

justneededtorolltheredcarpetandeverything

wouldhavebeencompleted.TheBiznizoptedout

forumbhulaselopantsandleapardprintvestsand

imiqhele,theyhadalotofworktodo,from

slaughteringofcowstoservingtheguestwithmeat,

domboloandumqombothi(Zulutraditionalbeer).

Enhlewasfullycoveredup,shewaswearinga

cowhideskirtandisicholo(atraditionalhat)and

beadssinceshewasalreadymarried.Zanedidn't

havetoshaveoffherhairbecauseshewasalready

engagedandalsoshecouldcoverherbreastin

respectofherfiancé.



Theguestallmovedtoanopenareaintheyardthat

Nkosenyeidentifiedasisigcawu(openfield)

wherebythedanceceremonywilltakeplace.

NkosazaneandEnhlehadalongdreadfulweekof

beingcoupedupthehouse,goingthroughlessons

afterlessonsoftransitioningfromagirltoawoman,

itwasinsightfulbutexhaustingandnowtheyare

gladit'sfinallyover.

Thegirlscamerunningintheroom.Theywerequite

sadthattheycouldn'tbepartoftheceremonybut

werehappytobeintheaudiencesotheycanenjoy

theshow.

Nandi:"youneedtoputsunscreen..here,it's

scorchingoutside",thegirlstookturnsinapplyingit

ontheirbodies

Sabatha:"I'msobummedIthoughtyouwillbe

jerkingthembreastsoyoudriveNkanyezicrazy",

shesaidtoNkosazane



Zane:apparentlyI'mengagedsoIdon'thavetoo

Ntsika:"andwenatshitshihowdidthevirginity

testinggo?",theyalllaughed

Sane:imaginemomcallingmeoutinfrontof

everyonetellingmesheknowsI'mnotavirgin,Iso

badwantedtodenyitbutthenIthoughtagainstit

Futhi:denywhat?Thatyoustillavirgin?

Sane:"yesnetforcontrol,ngiyintombintomina"

(I'mavirgin),shepatherchest

Enhle:"weeerheeee",shemadeafunnyfaceather

Futhi:I'mgladyoudidn'thumiliateyourself



Zane:shewasgoingtogetawaywithit,therewas

notesting,imagine…Afterallthatfuss.

Sabatha:ahmaan,Iwantedtohearthedrama

Enhle:wehavetogetgoingtheywaitingforus

NkosenyeandMthobisihadpresentedaspearto

theirdaughters,Saneandoneofthegirlscarrieda

basketeachastheirburstedintoasonganddance

headingtoesigcawini,thecrowdbeamedatthe

sightofthemaidens,theseceremoniesare

thoroughlyenjoyedbecausetheybringpeople

together.Thispartoftheceremonyinvolvesalotof

spearplantingandmoneypinning.ZaneandEnhle

willhavetothroworplantaspearinfrontof

someoneandthatpersonwillberequiredtopresent

agiftormoney.



********

TheNorwoodsandtheZungu'sarrivedjustintime

beforetheceremonycouldstart.Nkanyeziand

Enhleworebrowncarvela's,blackslimfitpantsand

mustardWakandaankarashirt.Theydidthe

matchingthingonpurposesotheycanbeeasily

distinguishedasthehusbandsandjudgingbythe

eyesandtheturningofheadstheyachievedwhat

theywerehopingfor.Andre,LangaandShakes

followedsuit,carryinggymbags.

ZaneandEnhlecaughtaglimpseoftheirmenand

theycouldn'tstopblushingandsmiling.They

startedplantingthespearsandonebyonepeople

presentedwhattheyhad,onlyfamilymemberswere

allowedtopinmoneyonthegirlsheadtherestused

thebasketprovided.Eachofthegirlshadto

performasoloanddancesoEnhlewentfirstasthe

crowncheered,Ntwenhleopenedanumbrellafilled

withmoneyandwalkedtowardsherandcrowd



wentcrazy,heputtheumbrellaoverherheadas

shedanced,theumbrellalookedlikeitwasliterally

madeoutofmoney,theydancedtogetherunderthe

umbrellawiththewomanululatingontopoftheir

voices.

Zanecameanddidhersolo,Nkanyezi'smouth

curvedintoasmilewhenhegazeddeepintoher

smoothskin,healwaysknewhowluckyhewasto

haveagirllikeZanebyhim.Hemadehimself

comfortableasshestartedsingingontopofher

voice,sheproudlypattedherchestasshemoved

fromsidetoside.

Velemina

hayiwevelemina

Hayiwevelemina

Hayiweveleminamama(thecrowdbackedherup

somelodicallyastheyclappedtheirhands)



LeNtombileiyalanegqumanalayo

Ayifuninegqumanalayo

Ayifuninegqumanalaymama(theybackedherup)

Thissongisofaproudmaidenwhohavekept

herselfpure,waitingformarriage,sheissaying

"thismaidenisrefusingwithhervirginity".

Themenstartedwhistlingandalleyeswereon

Nkanyeziasshedancedwhilestealingglancesat

him,hestayedputonhisseatsmilingfromearto

ear.ThewomanstartedululatingZanequicklyran

towardsNkanyeziandkneeledinfrontofhimand

plantedthespearanddancedallthewaybackto

thefield.Nkastoodupfixinghisshirt,hepickedup

thespearandhisgymbag.Langafollowedhim

becauseheknewwhattheyhadplanned,whenthey

gottoherLangaopenedanumbrellaforher,Nka

handedthespearoverandopenedthebagfilled

withmoney,hestartedmakingitrainonZaneas

youhaveseenitonNigerianmovies.Hethrew



moneyonherasshedancedandgiggled,the

maidenswentcrazyandsowasthecrowd.He

whisperedinherears.

Nka:Ican'twaittopluckmyflower

Zanegiggledashiswhisperingsentshiversallover

herbodygivinghergoosebumps.

*******

Whataneventfulday,thecrewsataroundinacircle

eatingandconversingwhenMfanafuthi

approachedinhismubhulaseloandatraditional

shirt,hehadhishandsinhispocket,hewalked

forthandSaneclickedhistonguefacingtheother

direction.Theotherdidn'tpickupthetension

betweenthetwo,theycontinuedtheirbickering.



Mfana:Sanelisiwengicelaukukhulumanawe(canI

pleasetalktoyou)
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SanefollowedMfanatothebackofthehouse,he

sunkhishandsdeepinhispockets,heleanedon

thewallandcrossedhislegs,hisgazeboringholes

onSane.

Sane:"umenyweubanikelawena"?(whoinvitedyou

here?),shecrossedherarmsannoyed

Mfana:Sanelisiwengiyaxolisa(I'msorry)

Sane:saveitforsomeonewhocaresMfana,I'mnot

thatnaivelittlegirlyoumetyearsago,I'mtiredof

thisnonsenseuyangizwa?(doyouhearme)



Mfana:yebomamangiyakuzwa(yesIhearyou)but

pleasehearmeout.

Sane:mxmsoyoucanlieinmyface,thatwholeI

havechangedspeech,letmetellyouthis,youare

nothingbutalying,cheating,derangedcriminal

Mfanafuthi,youarenothing.Youfuckingthinkyou

candisrespectmelikethatagain,YOUARE

NOTHING,sheclappedherhands.

Mfana:Sanelisiweyouaretalkingtomelikethat?

Sane:yes…whatareyougoingtodo?Hitme?

What…isthatyournewendorsement?Youhit

womennow?

Mfana:youangryIcansee



Withthatheleftherstandingthere.

Sane:comebackhere,I'mstilltalkingtoyou

Mfanafuthi,I'mnotdonewithyou,Mfanaa

________

Nkanyezi

Hedrapedhisarmaroundherandsmiled,she

blushedgiggling.

Nka:wegoinghomeright?

Zane:yes,letmegogetmybag

Shepeeledherselfoffhisembraceandmadeher

waybacktothehouse.Andresmackedhis



shoulderstartlinghim.

Nka:Norwoodyouaresuchabully,whatwasthat

for?

Andre:I'mproudofyouson,thankyoufor

everything.

Nka:pleasedon'tgoallmushyonmenow

Andre:I'mseriouslytie,Ilovewhatyoudidthere

showingthosegreedybastardthatmoneyisnota

probleminourfamily

Nka:thosebastardsareyourfriendsandmyinlaws,

don'tforgetthat.

Andre:don'tworry,I'mstillplanningmyrevengefor



makingmeafoolduringthosenegotiations

Nka:"theybeatyoufairandsquare,nexttimeyou

willgotoaplaceprepared.It'salearningcurve",he

patAndre'sshoulder

Andre:whatever,Ihopeyoutakingyourwifehome

tonight?

Nka:"I'mwaitingforheraswespeak",hechuckled

shyly

Andre:that'smylytie,chowsono,youpaidforit,but

pleasedon'trushtohavebabies

Nka:"thanksdad,nowgothisiswierd",Andreleft

chuckling



PrettyhuggedNkanyezifrombehind,Nkasmiled

andsqueezedherarms.Heknewitwasherbyher

scent.

Nka:ma

Pretty:"ohmyboy",shewipedhertearsquickly

beforetheyfell

Nka:Iknowyoucrying,pleasedon't

Pretty:I'msoproudofyou,nowyouneedtoget

marriedquick,there'snoneedtowait

Nka:ZanesaidIshouldgiveheratleastthree

monthstoplan

Pretty:ohnothat'snonsense,weareallherefor



that,shejustneedstogivethewordandwewill

makeithappen

Nka:Iwilltalktoherbutthere'snorush

Pretty:3monthsistoomuchforme

Nka:sincewhenyouarethisimpatient?

Pretty:"becauseIdon'twantkidsbornoutof

wedlock",shenarrowedhereyesandNkalaughed

inembarrassment

PrettywalkedjustwhenZanecaneforthwithher

overnightbag.

__________



Ntsiki

Thehypeinthecarwasdeafening,Ntsikiswitched

offtheradio.

Mkhuseli:Iwaslisteningtothatsong

Ntsiki:njaniwhenyourmomandsisteraretalking

soloudattheback

Nokuzola:sispleasetellmesomeofthosemenI

sawinthatyardaresingleandlooking,nowthat'sa

familytomarryinto

Ntsiki'smom:youseemyprincesshaveeyes,did

youseethedecor,thefood,thecars,youcanjust

telltheyareswimminginmoney.



Ntsiki:youdon'tsay

Ntsiki'smom:atleastyourboyfriendisfriendswith

them,hopefullytheycanhookhimup

Ntsiki:mmmOK,bythewaytomorrowyouareall

invitedtoLiyanda'shouse,soyoucanmeetthe

familyandarrangeforthenegotiations

Nokuzola:yohay,that'sboring,letmefollowthose

KhozagirlsonTwitterorInstagrammaybetheywill

recognizemefromumemulo.

Ntsiki'smom:yes,youmustmakefriendswith

themsotheycanhookyouup

Mkhuseli:isNobuhlealsoaKhozasis?



Ntsiki:yes,she'sNkosazane'syoungersister

Mkhuseli:she'spretty

Ntsiki:don'tyoudare

Mkhuseli:Iwasjustsaying

Nokuzola:Iwouldn'tminddatingNjabuloorMuzi

evenThandolwamitheyareadream

Ntsiki:ThandolwamiisLiyanda'sbrotherand

pleasebehaveNokuzola

Ntsiki'smom:leavemydaughteralonehawu

Theyarrivedatthehotel,Ntsikijustsighedasthey

gotoff.



__________

Charlie

Hesawhersteppingoutforsomefreshair,andhe

followedher.

Charlie:MrsSanchez

Marciagotstartledbutthennarrowedhereyesat

him.

Marcia:youAmerican?YesyouareMegan'sfriend

Charlie:really?Marcia.Ihavebeenfollowingyou

foryearsandthat'sthebestyoucando?



Marcia:whywouldyoubefollowingme?

Charlie:"Iwantanswersdammit",heclenchedhis

fist

Marcia:hey,Ithinkyouhadtoomuchtodrink,I

don'tknowwhatyouareonabout

Withthatshewalkedbackinsideleavingalivid

Charlieoutside.Hecollectedhimselfandjoined

Ntsikaandthecrew.

Ntsika:wheredidyoudissappeartoo?

Charlie:Iwentforfreshair

Ntsika:youalright?



Charlie:yeah

Thegirlswalkedovertojointheguys,Nethezeko

wasamongstthem,shewaswearingalongblack

dressandherafroneatlycombed,Charlie'seyesfell

onhercurves.

Charlie:who'sthat?

Ntsika:Nethezeko,she'safamilyfriend

Charlie:ellaesHermosa(she'sbeautiful)

Ntsika:she'sareallygoodgirl,Iwon'tbeableto

protectifyoumessupandmysisterspounceat

you

Charlie:"theylookinnocentfromtheoutside



meanwhileinthebedroom",hesmirks

Ntsika:nahAmigo,legitgo

Charlie:letherrejectme,IalsowantsomeAfrican

mama

NandijumpedonNtsikaandtheykissed

passionately.Charliewalkedaway.

___________

Naratted

Thegirlsjoinedtheguys

Sabatha:Wethoughtyouweren'tcoming,

Nkosazanewassosadthatyoudidn'tjoinherfor



thedance

Nethe:Ihadtotakethreetaxi'stogethereandIgot

lost,I'msorryguys

Futhi:youshouldhavetoldus,weweregoingto

fetchyou

Nethe:I'mherenowandImissedyouguys,Isaw

ZaneleavingwithherhusbandbutwhereisNtsiki?

Sabatha:shetookherfamilytothehotel,nowtell

usaboutyourboyfriendthatworksatmunicipality

Nethe:webrokeup,hewasmarried…imagine

Futhi:what?Hislost



Nethe:I'msounluckywhenitcomestothat

department

Langacameforthandgreetedthegirls,hiseyes

lockedwithNethebutshequicklyshyedaway.

Langa:justcametosaybye,thecoupleshaveleft

andmydaughteristiredfromrunningaround,I

needtotuckherin.

Theyallbidfarewellandheleft.

___________

MpunziKingdom

Lwandlewassittingonthemattresssurroundedby

candles,shewascoveredinablanketrefusingto



eatnordrink.Stellawalkedinandgasped.

Stella:whatthehellyouthinkyouaredoing?

Lwandle:whatdoesitlooklikeI'mdoing,I'm

respectingmyhusband

Stella:thatnonsenseisforwiveswholovetheir

husbands,notwitcheslikeus

Lwandle:Bhekiwasmyhusband,Iwillsithereand

dowhatisexpectedofme

Stella:listenheregirlie,thisKingdomisours,we

havealotofworktodo,weneedtostrengthenit,

nowgetyourassupandlet'sgo

Lwandle:No,wecandothatafterwards



Stella:areyouchallengingmeLwandle,youmaybe

mydaughterbutIwillcrushyouyezwa

Lwandle:youknowwhat,goaheadma,youhave

beensingingforweeksaboutareversalpotionto

helpBandile,mybabyisdying,myhusbandisdead

andyouheretellingmeaboutabloodykingdom

Stella:isitmyfaultthatyoursonfellforthatslut?

Nowyouwanttoblameme?AftereverythingIdo

foryou,youwanttoblamemeforallofthis

Lwandle:helphimma,please

Stella:ItriedLwandleOK,Ireallydidbutnothingis

working

Lwandle:GETOUT,thisismykingdom…Goandget



yourown

Stella:Iwillcomebackwhenyouhavecalmed

down
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Nandi:youcansleepoveratmyplaceNethe,since



I'mnotpregnant,theyalllaughed

Ntsika:webettergobeforemaNtombipersuade

youintostaying,onlykidswillbelefthere

Charlie:Iwilldropheroff,Iseeyouhavethingsin

thepassengerseat

Nandi:Idon'tseeaprobleminthat

Theyallwentintotheirrespectivecars.

******

Charlie

HekeptstealingglancesatNethezekowhowas

busyplayingwithherhandsclearlyoverwhelmed



withCharlie'spresence.Shehasneverseenan

Hispanicpersoninreallife,hewassocute,with

blueeyesandpinklips,ifyoudidn'tknowyou

wouldsayhiscoloredbutCharliealready

introducedhimselfandtoldherhisfromAmerica.

Nethe:howislifeinAmerica,isitlikethemovies?

Charlie:"it'snormal",hechuckled

Nethe:IhaveneverbeenoutofKZN,there'sso

muchtheworldhastoofferandonedayIwill

explore

Charlie:IcantakeyoutoAmericawithme

Nethe:butyouareastranger



Charlie:wecanchangethat

Nethe:youwanttobemyfriend?

Charlie:no,Iwasthinkingmorelikeaboyfriend

Charlieparkedonthesideoftheroad,hebighis

lowerlipstaringatNethe'sthickbody,hecouldnt

waittoravishher.Helearnedtowardsherand

Nethemethimhalfwayandtheirlipsmet,theirkiss

escalatedveryquickly.

Charlie:"let'stakethistomyhouse",hesaid

breathless

Nethe:Nandi?

Charlie:"Iwilldropyouofflater",shenodded



Nethecouldn'texplainthefeeling,herwholebody

wasinafrenzy,itwasyearningsomethingforeign

andshedidn'twanttoforgetit,shewantedto

exploreit.CharliebeingAmericanmadeherfeel

extraspecialawholeruralgirlwithaHispanicfrom

overseasnowthat'smorelikeit.

________

Nkosazane

Theyjustcamefromanicewarmbath.

Nka:damnyouweresmeliinglikemeat

Zane:youknowhowitis



Nka:Hermosahowaboutwegetmarriedsooner,

wegotthemoney,whywait?

Zane:IwantittobeperfectNkanyezi

Nka:itwillbe,wehaveenoughhelp

Zane:whyareyousoinarush

Nka:Isitacrime?Iwantyoutobecallbymyname

Zane:FINEwecangorightahead

Nka:thankyouHermosa,nowyouweresinging

earlieron,whatwereyousayinglentombiinjani?

(thisgirlis?)

Zane:"ungizwekahle",helaughs



Nka:Iwanttoseeifyousaynotothis,hetriedto

kisshimbutZaneduckedandranaway

Zane:wehavethewholenight,relaxhawu

Nka:Zanecomeherethisinstance

Zanegiggledrunningouttheroom,Nkanyezi

chasedheraroundthehouse.

________

Mfanafuthi

Hispillowwaswetfromtearsandtheroomwas

darkandcold.HewassomadbythewaySane

spoketohimbutatthesametimesadthathehurt



herlikethat,hismomhavebeentryingtocallhim

buthewouldjustletitringitselftovoicemail.His

phoneflashedthistimehedecidedtoanswer.

Mfana:ma

Mom:whatthehelldidyoutomakoti,shecalledme

crying,whatdidyoudoMfana?

Mfana:"shecalledyou",hesatupalmost

immediately

Mom:yesofcourseshecalledme,butmyquestion

iswhatdidyoudo?

Mfana:Imessedupma,IcalledherFezekaduring

ourintimatetime,thistimeshewillnotforgiveme



Mom:areyoumadMfanafuthi,howdareyou?I

sweartoyouthatMavundlafamilybewitchedyou.

Mfana:no,Lindiwecalledmeinvitingmetogo

cleanhergrave

Mom:ini?Angizwanga(what?Ididn'thearyou

properly)aswhat?cleanthegraveaswhat?I'm

talkingtoyourubbish.IfIhearthatyouwenttothat

houseIwillshowyouwhatI'mmadeoff

Mfana:Iwasn'tgoingtogoanyway

Mom:Iwillgotothathousemyselfandtheywilltell

meexactlywhatisittheywantfrommyson.You

didn'tmarrytheirdaughter,whymusttheykeep

includingyouintheirstuff

Mfana:pleasedon'tcauseascene



Mom:youshouldbebeggingSanelisiwe,andleave

thescenestome,todaytheywillknowme,thisis

mysontheyaremessingwith.

Mfana:Sanelisiwedoesnotwanttotalktome

Mom:comeandfetchme

Mfana:Iwillcometomorrow

Mom:nowcomenow

________

Sizwe



Hegothomeabitlaterafterumemulo,hewas

reekingofalcohol,hewentstraighttothebathroom

totakeaquickshowerandmadesuretoscrub

himselfthoroughly.Afterhewasdonehelotioned

andgotdressedintohispyjamas,hetookouttwo

waterbottlesfromhisbarfridgeanddownedthem

withoutwarning.

Pretty:"Mpungose",shecalledoutsoftly

Shehadbeenwatchinghimfromthetimehegotit.

Sizwe:yesPrettyone

Pretty:I'mfine,wewillbefine,youdon'thaveto

dragyourselfintothatdarkholeagain,thinkabout

ourchildren

Sizwe:IwasatotaljerklongbeforeImetyou,Ihad



donesometerriblethings,IthoughtGodhas

forgivenandforgottenbutlookatmenow.

Happinessistemporaryforajerklikeme,I'mstill

beingpunishedforallthewrongsIdidinthepast

Pretty:youdeservehappiness,andIknowyouare

notbeingpunished,wecannotfightnaturemylove.

Weneedtobepositiveandbestrongforourkids

Sizwe:whenwillyoutellthem?

Pretty:"afterNkanyezi'swedding",henodhishead

Sizwe:youknowwhatfustratesmenkami,why

musttheytellyoushitlike"youonlyhavetotwo

months"whoarethey?AretheyGod?That'sbullshit

mkami,theydon'tgettotellyouthatcrap.I'mgoing

tosuethatwholehospital,Iwillmilkthemdry.



Pretty:cometobed

Hehoppedonwhilerantingstill,hespoonedPretty

tillsilenceengulfedthem,Sizwecaressedher

breastgentlyashisbonergrewbigger,butPretty

stoppedhim.

Pretty:I'mnotinthemood

Sizwe:it'sbeenmonthsnowsthandwasami,Imiss

you

Pretty:it'ssoreanduncomfortablefromthe

medication

Sizwesighedinfustration,hehasbeen

understandingformonthsnow.Washewrongfor

wantingtofuckhersobad,thethoughtofwaking

uponedayandshewillbegone,fueleduphis



anger.Hewaitedforhertosleepsoundlythenhe

gotoutofbedgentlycarefulenoughnottowake

herup.Hegrabbedhiskeys,hoppedintohiscar

anddroveoffafterafewminuteshestoppedata

familiardestination.Hedialedhernumber.

Sizwe:openthegate

Voice:areyououtofyourmind?Whatifsomeone

seesyou,didn'tyougetenoughearlieron?Whatif

Busaniseesyou?

Sizwe:"Marciaopenthefuckinggate",shedid

Marciasatonhercouchinhershortnightdress,she

tappedherfootinfustration.Sizwewalkedin

lookinglikeamess,herfacesoftenimmediately,

shehatedseeinghimthisvulnerable.



Marcia:what'swrong?

Sizwe:she'sleavingmeMarcia,ithurts

Marcia:"it'sokay",shepulledhimintoherembrace

Sizwe:makemefeelbetter

Marcia:Busanijustlefthereyouknow

Sizwe:so?

Marcia:hewon'tbehappy

Sizwe:Iwanttofuckyou

Marcia:wetoooldforthis



Sizwe:andyetyoutastebrandnew

Shegiggledasheundressedher…Afterasteamy

session,Sizwewasgettingreadytogowhen

Marciaturnedtohim.

Marcia:don'tmakethisahabitnow

Sizwe:don'tworryaboutBusani,heknows

Marcia:what?
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Narrated



Theystaredattheceilingsilently,youcouldhear

theirheartbeats.Theyletitallsinkin,Nkanyezi

turnedtothesidefacinghiswoman.

Nka:"I'mgoingtomakesurethedoorsarelock,and

setthealarmwhileatit".Zanenodded.

Assoonashelefttheroom,herummagedintoher

bagandcameoutwithblacklaceylingerie,she

quicklyputiton.Shesatonthebedassexilyas

possible,likeshehadpracticed.Sheheard

footstepsandhernerveskickedin,shesuddenly

feltsillysoshecoveredherselfwithablanket.The

dooropenedandNkawalkedinsingingsoftlytothe

tuneofJohnLegend"Tonight".

Baby,tonight'sthenightIletyouknow

Baby,tonight'sthenightwelosecontrol

Baby,tonightyouneedthat,tonightbelievethat

TonightI'llbethebestyoueverhad



Idon'twannabrag,butI'llbe

Thebestyoueverhad

Zane:youhaveabeautifulvoice

Nka:forgetthevoice,didyouhearthewords

Zane:Loudandclear

Nka:comehere

NkayankedtheblanketoffNkosazaneandhe

gasped.

Nka:MamaMiaHermosa,damn

Nkosazanejumpedoffthebedshyly



Nka:don'tactshynow,youhavebeensuckingthis

dickfordecadesnow,there'snothingnewhere

Zane:I'mnotactingshy,it'sjustthat…Nevermind

Nka:Ilovethisnumberonyou,fuck….comewithme

Nkanyeziledheroutofthebedroom

Zane:butyoujustsetthealarmNorwood

Nka:justcomeyouwillsee

NkanyezigentlypulledawhiningNkosazane

towardsthebackdoorleadingintoagarden,she

gaspedwhenshespottedthesetup.



Zane:whendidyougettimetodothisNkanyeziit's

beautiful?

Nka:Ihavemyways,Iwanttomakeyourfirsttime

special

Zane:wow,thisis…thankyouNorwood

Itwasindeedbreathtaking,thesoftquiltmattress

adornedinwhitelinen,withplentyofpillowsplaced

beautifullyaroundcreatingabarrier.Thecandlesof

differentsizeslettingoutasweetscentastheymelt

out,thentherewasachilledbottleofwinepeeking

outoftheicebucketaccompaniedbytwoflutes.On

theothersidewaslubricantandapackofcondoms

andasmallbluetoothspeaker.Nkaplayedsoft

musicthroughthespeakerastheyconversedwhile

drinkingtheirwine.

Zane:youhardlydrinkwine



Nka:it'sforyou,Idon'twanttodrinkwhiskey

becausethenIwillbetoodrunk,Iwantto

rememberthistoo

Zane:I'moncontraceptives,Enhleputmeonthem

fromthetimeyoucameforlobola,Idon'twantto

fallpregnantquickly

Nka:thenIdon'tneedthesecondoms

Zane:youdoknowthatthesethingsaren't100%

Nka:noI'mnotusingthesecondoms,Iwanttofeel

everysensation,Ihavebeenwaitingforthisfor

centuries

Zane:Iknowmetoo,I'mfinishingthisbottle



Nka:comehere

Zanecrawledtowardshimandthatmovement

alonegavehimaboner,thealcoholwaskickingin,

Zanepulleddownhisshortsandhisblackshaft

sprungoutveinspopping,hecursedunderhis

breath#Removed

Zane:Ihopenoonesawus,nextthingwewillbe

trending

Nka:thisourprivatepropertynoonewillcomethis

farwithoutalertingthesecurity,relax.

Zane:"thankyou",sheblushed

Nka:thatwasthebestHermosa,youhavenoidea

howhonoredIamtobetheonetopluckmyflower,



youjustboostmyego,Ifeellikescreaming"Ifound

mywifesealedyall"

Zane:don'tbesilly

Nka:IloveyouHermosa

Zane:IloveyouNkanyezi

Theylookedintoeachothersglisteningeyes,and

thestoriestheytoldcouldfillupamillionbooks.

_________

Ntsika

HedialedCharlieanxiously,itsenthimstraightto

voicemail,hetriedhisothernumberandluckilyit



wentthrough.

Charlie:Amigowhat'sup?

Ntsika:whatthehellman?WhereisNethe?

Charlie:"she'ssafeandsoundonmybed",he

giggled

Ntsika:"youweresupposedtobringherover",he

saidthroughgrittedteeth

Charlie:"aren'tyousupposedtobefuckingMeagan

orsomething?Stopmeddlinginmyaffairs",he

scoffed

Ntsika:thisisnotAmerica,Yourespectpeople's

daughtersoryouwillpayhandsomely.



Charlie:chillAmigo,Ididn'ttouchherrelax,andwhy

areyousoadamantIbringherover?

Unless….Unlessyouwanttofuckher,yousneaky

bastard

Ntsika:whatthehell,IIovemywife,I'mjustlooking

outforyou

Charlie:youdon'thidefromme,Iknowyouandyou

knowwhattheysayaboutaleopardandit'sspot

Ntsika:sometimesyoucantalkrubbish

Charlie:youalsolovedTaqueshabutyoutapped

Onicainthenextroom,butdon'tworrywecan

shareherandMeagandoesn'thavetoknow

Ntsika:Idon'twantNetheoranyothergirl,Ilovemy



wife.Mydickthrobsforherpussyonlysonothank

you

Charlie:youdon'thavetorubitin.AsforNethe

she'ssleeping,Iwillbringherinthemorning.

Ntsika:goodnightthen

Charlie:I'mgoingtocallyourwifenow,Ineedherto

helpmewithsomething

Ntsika:callherhereonmycell,Iwillshootyouin

betweenyoureyes,ifyoumakeadvancesonmy

wifeAmigo

Charliechuckledandhungup

__________



Naratted

Mfanafuthi'smompreparedbreakfastearlyinthe

morning,hewalkedinyawningandwipinghiseyes.

Mom:"goandwashyourfaceyoupig,evennowat

yourageyoustillwakeupandnotcleanyourself",

sheshouted

Mfana:Ibrushedmyteethkodwa,it'sjustthatthe

wateriscold

Mom:ImayliveinthefarmbutIknowyouhave

warmwaterrunningfromyourtap,nowgetlostand

changeintodecentclothesmaMpungosewillbe

hereanyminute.

Mfana:"youinvitedherforbreakfast?Hawuma



whydidn'tyousayso,letmegoandbath",heran

offwhilehismomshookherhead

*****

WhenMfanacamedownhefoundhismotherand

Sanechattingawaysobeautifully,hestoodthere

andwatchedthem.Hewantedtodothingsright

andprovetoSanelisiwethathehaschangedfor

real.Heclearedhisthroatashewalkedforthbut

Sane'sfacehardenedandthatpiercedthroughhis

heart.

Mfana:youstartedeatingwithoutme

Hekissedhismotheronhercheekthanhehugged

Sanefromthebackandheplantedakissontopof

herhead



Mom:angithiuphumeugijimalauyozithithivater

ngobauzweelikamaMpungise(youranoutofhere

togomakeyourselflooknice,whenyouheardthat

maMpungosewascoming)

Mfana:uphosiselaniumdalakanjema?(whyare

youlyingma?Yousoold)

Mom:whoyoucallingold?Lookatyou,youeven

sprayedperfumesomethingyouneverdowhen

comingforbreakfast,shameyoutriedyoudon't

lookbad,there'snothingyoucandowiththatface

becauseumnyamanje(youaredark)thankgodfor

yourteethwecantellyouarehumanbeing

Sane:hawuma,hisnotthatdark

Mom:"udakweisendekewena(powerofthedick)

I'mherefightingyourbattlesandyouarebetraying

meTRAITOR",Mfanachuckles



Theybothturnedtohimandglaring.

Mfana:Iloveyouboth

________

Naratted

ThegentswerechillingatthebackofBusani's

house,preparingtohostNtsiki'sfamily,thewhole

familywouldbepresentforabraai.

Langa:"quitsmilinglikeanidiotRicardo,weall

knowyougotsome",herollshiseyes

Nka:andyoumuststopsulkingandgetagirl



Nkosa:soNkanyeziyoucouldn'twaitforthewhite

wedding,nowyouwanttomakemysister

pregnant…Shameonyou

Nka:"holditrightthere,atleastZaneismywifeand

you?Whoisbickeringinyourearsabout

defloweringMasabathaandimpregnatinghernot

withonebabybuttriple",theyalllaugh

Nkosa:wetalkingaboutmysisterherehawuand

Masabathadidn'tmakeamistakebychoosingme,I

willmakeherhappy

Ntsika:IwilljustleavebecauseI'mamarriedman,

there'snothingtodiscusswithsmallboys.Ineedto

findNtwe,Mnqobilet'sgoNka

Yanda:Musaukuphaphagenius(stopbeing

forwardgenius)beforeyougotmarriedtoNandi

youwerejustlikeus



Ntsika:oksalayo

Yanda:oksalayotsek

Langa:guysNetheandIhadamomentyesterday,I

thinkIwaswrongabouther

Charlie:littletoolateAmigo,shesleptinmyarms

lastnight

Nka:whatthehellman,youcan'tcomehereand

justtakeadvantageofgirls

Charlie:Ididn'tshe'smygirlfriendnow

Langa:thisisbullshit



Nka:calmdownNorwood,let'sgogetsomedrinks

Langa:"noIwanttotalktothiscreephere.Ihope

youdidn'thurtherlytiebecauseI'mgoingtodala

whatIsmaak",hebeathischest

Charlie:yeahwhatever

Langa:carryon,youthinkthisisAmericayoumase

poes,Iwilldalayoulytie

Charlie:escuchaPunta(listenheresonofabitch)

youdon'tscareme,allyouknowisrunyourmouth

butnoaction.Thegirlisminenowsobackoff.

Ntsika:easygents,wearenotabouttofightfora

girl,Amigobackdownman,Langabrocalmdown.

WenotruiningYanda'sday



Yanda:letthemfight,I'mwaitingforthemtofight

andtheywillknowme,bloodyfools

Withthathewalkedout,Langathrewdaggersata

smirkingCharlie

___________

Naratted

Thegirlswerehelpingwiththefoodinthekitchen

whilethewivessetupafoodstationoutsidethe

garden.

Enhle:apparentlyNtsiki'smomdoesn'thaveaclue

whatshe'scomingtoo

Nandi:Iwanthertofainthowdareshelooksdown



onuKhozalikethat.

Enhle:Ican'twaitfortheaction,someonemusttake

avideo

Sabatha:Ivolunteer…CanIhaveaplateguysI'm

skraal(hungry)

Zane:Iwilldishforyoumywife,sitdown

Sabatha:beforeyoudothat,spill

Zaneactedconfused…

Zane:spillwhat?

Futhi:mdavazoNkosazane,weknowyounota

virginanymore



Zane:aiboI'mstillavirginmina

Nandi:youhavebeendaydreamingandsmilingto

yourselffromthetimeyouandyourhusband

arrived

Zane:FINE…wediditanditwasoutofthisworld

Theyallscreamedinexcitement,Nonducame

runningthinkingsomethingiswrong.

Nondu:whathappened?

Enhle:"nothingma",theyallsmiledembarrassed

Nondu:"mmmthere'sonlyonethingthatcanmake

youactsuspiciouslikethis,youaretalkingabout



dick",shewalkedinandstoodinfrontofthem,"spill

whichoneofmysonsisgivingyoumultiple

orgasm?"

Theyallburstedoutlaughing,failingtoholditin.

Nonduwalkedoutnarrowinghereyesasshe

shakedherbums.

Zane:Aveniphapha(youareforward)justkeep

yourvoicesdownbeforeyougetmeintotrouble

Enhle:aiboyousomeone'swifenow,noneedtobe

shyaboutthesethings

Futhi:detailsZanecomeon

Zane:NononoI'mnottalkingaboutmybedroom

lifewithyouguysno.



Enhle:goodgirl

Nandi:weknowitwasmagical,judgingbyyourby

yoursmile,welcometoourworld

Zane:thankyou,finally

Sabatha:whereisNethe?

Nandi:Idroppedherofftherankthismorning,she

seemedtobeinahurry

Zane:shewassupposedtogothisafternoon,Nka

andIweregoingtodriveher

Nandi:that'swhatIthought,butCharliedroppedher

offthismorningandshedidn'tevenwanttoenter

thehouse



Sabatha:Charlie?

Nandi:yeah,apparentlyshewantedtospenda

nightwithhim

Zane:hawu

Sabatha:letmecallher

Shedialedheracoupleoftimesbutitsentherto

voicemail.

Zane:wewilltryagainlater,Ihopeshe'sokay

©ZamaGambusheYenga,2020



Like

Comment

Share

WrittenbyZamaGambusheYenga

INGONYAMA

76

Ntsiki'scarpulledupthedrivewayandparkednext

totheothers,hermomquicklydida360degrees

scanningaroundtheyard.

Ntsiki:wehavearrived

Ntsiki'smom:IbetyouthisisnotLiyanda'shouse



Ntsiki:noit'snot,hisapartmentisinWindermere

Ntsiki'smomsmiledassheadmiredthehouse,she

wasdressedinacocktaildresswithblockheels,

Mkhuselicameoutofthecarinhisjeansanda

simpleT-shirt,Nokuzolawasinashorttight

eveningdresswithwedges,theybeamedwhenthey

sawfamiliarfaces.Theysuddenlyfeltoverdressed

whenthewivesapproachedintheirjeansaT-shirt

andsneakers.Ntsiki'smumnudgedher.

Ntsiki'smom:"whydidn'tyoutellus,weshould

wearjeansandwhataretheydoinghere?",she

whispered

Ntsiki:Itoldyou,youareoverdressedit'sjusta

braaibutyoudidn'tlisten,youwantedtointimidate

Yanda'sfamilyright?Enjoy

Theseniorwiveshuggedthemastheygreetedand



theyledtheminsidethehouse,thegirlswerein

theirboyfriendjeansaswell,alllaidbackandcute.

ZanehandedNtsiki'smomflowers,whileNandi

gaveabouquettoNokuzola,Enhlehandedovera

giftbagtoMkhuseli.

Enhle:welcomeyouguys,ifyouwantIcantakeyou

totheotherkids,theyareinthegameroom

NokuzolaandMkhuseliweresoexcitedthey

couldn'tcontainit,theyglancedattheirmomfor

permission,shenodded.

Ntsiki:beforetheygo,that'sMkhuseliandNokuzola

mysiblings,andthisrighthereismymother

Babalwa

TheywerewelcomedagainastheChildren

dissappearedinthecorridorsledbyZane.



Ntombi:pleasecomethiswayBabalwa,theboys

arealmostdonewiththemeat

Nondu:wearehappytofinallymeetyou,Imustsay

Ntsikitakesafteryou,she'ssuchabeautifulyoung

lady

Babalwa:True,sheishermother'sdaughter,justa

tadstubbornandhaveaverybadtasteinmen

Nontandopouredheraglassofwineasshe

narrowedhereyesather.Thegirlslingeredaround,

Masabathaonstandbywithhercamera,they

suppresstheurgetolaugh.Theyknewitwasonlya

matteroftimebeforethewivescrack

Nondu:"whatyoumeanabadtasteinmen?",She

downafullglassofwineinonego



Babalwa:wellshe'srushingtogetmarriedtoYanda

whoisanobody,shecan'teventellmewhatjobhe

does,allIgetishisalawyerandIdon'tbelievethat

onebit.EvennowweareheretomeetLiyanda's

familybutinsteadyoubeautifulladiesarehereto

bailhimout,pleasehookhimupwithabusinessor

somethingmygirlhasbeenthroughalot.

Ntando:"moneyisnotaproblemsisiweeandwe

takecareofourown,soNonstikelelowillbejust

fine",shethenrolledhereyes

Nonduwasfuming,shekeptondowningherflutes,

shecouldn'tbelievethathersonwasbeingdragged

downthemudjustbecausehewasquietandnot

flashy,shewantedtoreactsobadlybutdecided

againstit,shewasnotabouttoruinthisnightfor

LiyandaandNontsikelelo.

Pretty:haveyoueveraskedLiyandaabouthis

family?



Babalwa:Isawenoughjustbyseeinghim,hiseven

cohabitatingwithmydaughter.Arealmanownsup,

anddorightnotthisnonsense.MaybeI'mjudging

himtooharshly,justmaybeheneededtosavefor

lobolaallthesemonthsbutI'mcrossthathemade

mydaughterumfazibeforetimeandIwillfinehim

forthat

Ntombi:Ntsikiisagrownup,I'msureshewasn't

forced,anywaydoyouhavemalefigurestohelp

youonthedayofthelobola?

Babalwa:Ihavethosegoodfornothinggreedy

brothersofmylatehusband,sotheywillbethere

Nondu:don'tbeafraidtochargehey,don'thold

back

Ntando:ohpleasedon't,chargehim



Babalwa:Iwanttomilkhimdrysothatmydaughter

candumphisbrokeass,Ialreadyfoundhera

Xhosaguyfromawellofffamily

Pretty:howdidyouknowabouttheKhoza’s?

Babalwa:throughNtsikiandIsawtheroyal

weddingonT.v,youguysaresuchaninspiration,

theceremoniesyouhostareoutofthisworld.

Thandolwamiwalkedandtoldtheladiesthatthe

meatisready.

Babalwa:whereareLiyanda'sparents

Thewivesstooduptotallyignoredher,everything

wasjustconfusing,butshecouldn'tputherfinger

onit.Everyonecameoutfromtheirhiddingholes



andfoundanemptyspaceonthethreetables

combinedtomakeahugedinnertable.Ntsikiand

Yandawalkedoutlasthandinhand,hermother

gawkedatthemandshescoffedinwardly.Busani

stoodupjustalittleafterNonstikeleloandLiyanda

tooktheirseat.

Busani:"welcomeeveryone,thankyouforcoming,

thisisabegginingofgreatthings,mysonhas

maturedintoaman,thedayhesawNonstikelelofor

thefirsttimefeelslikeitwasyesterday,yesitwas

underinconveniencecircumstances",Ntsiki

blushedinembarrassmentrecallingthatday,"butI

stillrememberLiyandasayingtome."DadIhave

foundmymissingrib",Ilaughedsohardthinking

hisoutofhismindbutherewearetodayjoined

becauseofthem,Iwillnowhandovertomy

beautifulwife".

Nondu:"LiyandamyboyIamsoproudofyou,in

Nonstikeleloyoudidn'tjustfindabeautifulwoman



butyoufoundafullpackage,Ihavehadthe

privilegetoobserveherandI'mampleasedwith

yourchoice,shewillmakeagreatKhozawife",

Liyandasmiledandplantedakissonablushing

Ntsiki."withthatsaidBabalwaandthekids,the

Kani'sarewelcomedinourhumblehome.

*****

MeanwhileBabalwafeltherwallsclosingin,shefelt

hotinstantlyandthesweatstarteddripping,she

grabbedservietteafterserviettedabbingthe

wetnessoffherface.Everythingcamebackinslow

motionlikeshewaswatchingamovie,the

apartmentNtsikikeepstalkingabout,thecar,the

hotelstaffkeptreferringtoYandaassirlikehewas

someoneofhighcaliber,thebrownenvelopefilled

withcash,"umemulo",Liyandahascorazones

felicestoleratingherallalong.Herappetite

dissappearedatthesalivatingfoodbeautifully

presentedbeforethem,shewassuffocatinginher



ownspace,hereyesfoundNtsikiwhowasstaring

atherwithoutblinking,embarrassmentandshame

washedoverher.

AllthethingsshesaidinsideaboutYandawas

actuallybeforeYanda'smothers,whatabad

impressionshe'sgiventhem,shestruggledto

breatheasherbodyfeltlight.Shefloppedonthe

groundalongwithherchair.

Sabatha:"andcut",shesavedthevideo

EnhleandNtweranovertoher,Nandirushtowards

themwithabottleofwater

Busani:comebackandeatuyaziqulekisaloyo

(she'sfakingit)

Everyoneturnedglaringathim



Busani:what?Hethrewapieceofmeatinhis

mouth

__________

Unknowndestination

Voice:I'mlividthatyouthinkI'mafool,foryears

youhavebeenfuckingmeupCarlos?Whereis

Marcia?

Carlos:Idon'tknow,sheranawayafterwedivorced

Voice:CarlosIwantMarciahereyouhearme,you

andRodriguezaregoingtopayforstealingfrom

me



Carlos:pleasedon'tkillme

Voice:bringmeMarcia,andjustmaybeIwillspare

yourlifebutIcan'tsaythesameabouttheoldman

Rodriguez

Carlos:ifyouloveMarcia,thenyoushouldn'tkillher

father

Voice:ofcoursenot,shewon'tknowit'sme

Carlos:shewillfigureitout,she'sasmartgirl

Voice:she'ssmarthuh?Butshecouldn'tfigureout

thatyoutrickedheraboutherbaby?Iwillkill

Rodriguezandmakeitlooklikeit'syouAmigo,I'm

notestúpido(stupid),I'malwaystwostepsahead.



Carlos:doyourworsehombre(home

boy)

Themanlaughedsohard,thathistummyhurt,then

hisfacehardenedashebecameseriousagain.

Voice:escuchamihermano(listenmybrother)and

listenwell,Ihaveeyesandearseverywhere,you

thoughtyoucouldoutsmartme.Does"Happy

hearts"orphanageringabell?

Carlos:FvckyouPunta,youpieceofsh!t,fvckyou.

Don'youdaretouchmysonyoumotherfvcker.

Hechargedtowardshimbuttheguardsgottohim

first,hekickedhislegsintheairtryingtobreakfree,

tearsstreameddownhisface.

Voice:takehimaway



Carlos:pleasePablo,pleaseleaveLorenzooutof

this

Voice:getthisPuntaoutofhere

__________

Mfanafuthi

Hethrewherlastframeinthebox,hesearched

aroundthehouseoncemore,justtomakesurehe

clearedeverything.Ifhewastoclosethischapter,

hehadtodoitwell,Sanelisiwewasn'ttalkingtohim

still.Shewouldphonehismotherandtalkforhours

butstillwouldn'tanswerhiscalls,itescalatedtoher

blockinghimsincehewassuchapest.

Hepickedupthebox,andmadehiswaytowards



thedoorwhenafamiliarvoicecaughthisattention.

Voice:MfanafuthiZulu

Mfana:awuLindiwe,whatbringsyouhere?

Thedressshewaswearingcaughthisattention,he

knewitverywellbecausehehadboughtitforher,it

fittedLindiweperfectly,itwasasifhewaslooking

ather.LindiwewasasplitimageofFezeka,even

theirbodystructure,theonlydifferenceisthat

Fezekawasmoresubtleanddowntoearth.

WhereasLindiwewaswildandadventurous.

Lindiwe:"aftersuchalongtimeyoustillcan'tresist

this",shewalkedovertothecouchandsatdown

crossingherlegs,thedresswentup,hecould

almostsee.



Mfana:"noI'mjustlookingatthedress",he

swallowed

Lindiwe:Iwouldn'tbehereifyoucametocleanher

gravewithme

Mfana:Icouldn'tmakeit,sorry

Lindiwe:areyouoverher?

Mfana:Ihavebeenforaverylongtime,butyou

keepdoingthisLindiwe,youwearingherclothes

whencomingtome,youusingherperfumeand

thenyoufuckme…Goddammit

Lindiwe:heyheyhey,it'snotlikeI'mdoingthison

purpose,I'mheronlysister.Wearingherclothes

andusingherstuffismywayofconnectingwith

her.



Mfana:"fine,pleaseleave.I'mdonewiththe

Mavundla'sit'sbeenover6yearsnow,Ihave

movedonwithmylife.Youcantakethesetoosince

youalwayswanttoberemindedofher".Hehanded

herthebox.

Lindiwe:it'syourfaultFezekadied,yourgoon

friendskilledherbecauseofyouMfanafuthi,you

movingon?Whataboutus,she'snevercoming

back,youkilledmysisterMfanafuthiZulu

Mfana:don'tdothisLindiweplease

Lindiwe:asifkillingherwasenough,youhavebeen

usingmealltheseyears,fuckingmewhilecalling

hername.AtfirstIthoughtyouarejusthurting,but

overtheyearsIrealizedyouareafuckingasshole

Mfana:wowLindiwe,youcameatmeremember?



YouknewhowbrokenIwasandyoutook

advantageofthesituation,everythingIdidwithyou

wantedit.EvennowIknowwhatyoucameherefor,

sopleasedon'tyoudareactinnocent.Shameon

youlivinginyourdeadsister'sshadow,imagine

whatyourfamilywillsayonceItellthemthis.Iwill

notallowyoutomakemerelapseagainbymaking

mebelieveFezekaisyou.Idon'tloveFezeka

anymore.

Lindiwe:PleaseMfanafuthijustoncemore,I

promiseIwillnevercomebackagain,Imissyou.

Mfana:No…Ihaveagirlfriend,thatIloveverymuch

Lindiwe:please,Imissyouchokingmeandfvcking

mehard

Mfana:getout,don'tmakemedragyouout



Lindiwe:doyouhaveanyideahowniceitistolive

Fezeka'slife?FinallyI'mseenasahumanbeingnot

thisfailurewhohavenodirection,Iknowwhat

doingiswrongbutattimesit'shardbeingme

Mfanafuthi

Mfana:there'snothingwrongwithyou,justquit

tryingtopleasepeople,theywillneverbesatisfied

Lindiwetearedandnodded,Mfanafuthiputthebox

downtogiveherahug,hewasn'tabouttobe

insensitive.Apartofhimfeltbadfortaking

advantageofaconfusedgirl,itwasgoodwhileit

lastedandhewouldn'tdothatagain.Thedoorflung

open.

Sane:sothisiswhereyouare?

Hequicklybrokethehuglookingallsortsofguilty,

Lindiwe'sdresswasstillabitup,everythinglooked



wrong,hisheartbeatingoutofhisribcage.This

looksreallybad,shehardenedherfacelookingall

sortsofsexy.

Sane:thisisit,wearedone…Forgood

Sheturnedonherheels,hefelthistearsbuilding

up,thelumponhisthroatgettingbigger."Inever

seemtogetitrightwithSanelisiwe",hethoughtto

himself.HeglaredatLindiweangrily,shejust

shrugged.
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days.

TheremoveforNkanyeziandZaneispostedinthe
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AtNkosenye’soffice

Nontandowasgettingmoreandmoreirritated,

conversingonthephone.

Ntando:youcannotfirepeoplelikethisZinhle,jobs

arescarcenowadays,youhavetoexploreother

options

Zinhle:don'tyouthinkIhaveNontando?Ihaveto

makecutsunfortunately,mySPAisloosingmoney



Ntando:wedon'tdothatZinhle,wemakeplans,

clearlythere'ssomethingyounotdoingright,you

needtodosomeintrospectionthendecide,notthis

Zinhle:justbecausewehavetoreporttoyou,

doesn'tmeanyoumusttellushowtorunour

businesses

Ntando:wow,I'mdonetalking,dowhateveryou

wantMrsZungubutjustknowwearenotpayingfor

anylawsuitthatwillcomewiththis,peoplewilltake

youtotheCCMA

Zinhle:wehavelawyersinthefamily,thatpartis

sorted

Ntando:whatisyourproblem?

Zinhle:problemisyou,youliketobossusaround



likeit'syourmanonlywhoworkhardforthislegacy

Ntando:really?I'mjustdoingmyjobthatIgetpaid

for,andrightnowmyexpertiseistellingthatyou

arenotmanagingthatplaceproperlyandnowyou

wanttopunishinnocentgirlsforyourshortcomings,

someofyourworkersarebreadwinnersathome,

haveyouthoughtofthat?

Zinhle:lifeisunfair

Ntando:I'mdone,dowhatyouwant,Idon'teven

knowwhyyoucalledmebecauseyoualready

figureditout

Zinhle:whatmustwedowhenallourmentellusto

callyou,likeyousomeQueenB

Ntando:bye



Shehungupandsighed

Ntombi:whathasgotintoher?

Ntando:Idon'twantyoutogetinvolved,butyour

sisterisgettingonmylastnerve

Mtho:IwilltalktoShakes,hewillsortherout

Nkosi:forthisveryreasoniswhywehaveyou

nkosikazi,otherwisewewon'tseewherethemoney

goes

Ntombi:andyoudoingatremendousjob,always

have.

Ntando:Thankyou,butIwillnotalwaysbehere,in



timeIwillneedtotrainmyreplacement

Ntombi:anyoneinmind?

Ntando:no

Mtho:it'sgoingtohavetobeamongsttheyoung

wives,itcannotbeanoutsider

Ntombi:Futhiisagreatcandidate,she'seven

studyingtowardsaBComdegree

Mtho:No,she'smarryingaMpungose,thispartof

thebusinessfocusesontheKhoza’s

Nkosi:Iagree,asmuchasweareinbusinesswith

ourfriends,wehavetoprotectourlegacy



Ntombi:butMnqobiisoursonNkosenye,you

raisedhimBhovungane

Nkosi:"Idid,andhewillalwaysbemyfirstborn,but

Bellayoucanalreadyseehisinterests,lethimbe,

lethimexpandtheMpungoselegacywithhisfather.

Helovesthefirmandhisdoinggreatthere",Angel

nodded

Mtho:Ithinkwhoeveritwillbeshouldbefully

marriedintothefamily,soNandiorperhaps

MasabathawhensheismarriedtoNkosana

Nkosi:Nandiwantstobeadoctor

Mtho:shecandecideafterwards,it'sworthatry

Ntando:Nandiistookind,theywillwalkalloverher,

beingadoctorisperfectforher



Ntombi:whataboutNtsiki

Mtho:No,nkosikaziwhenitcomestothehospital,

thelogistics,theconstructionandtheHightech

companiesonlyKhozablood,wecansharetherest.

Liyandaalreadyhashishandsfoolworkingasa

parttimelawyerattheMpungosesandthenthere's

thecartel.

Ntombi:andNtsiki?

Nkosi:youwivesmustopenabusinessforheror

something,wehavetopreserveallthiswealthfor

ourchildrenandgenerationstocomebecauseonce

youputfriendsandextendedfamily,itonlytakes

onequarrelandeverythingcomestumblingdown

forexample,lookatZinhle'sattitude.

Ntombi:Ihearyou,Ijustthoughtallourkidshave



equalrightsinthefamilymoney

Nkosi:I'mnotgoingtolieBellabutNoandit'sfor

thebest

Ntando:Ithinkweneedavacation,let'stravelthe

worldandgiveourchildrenspacetoprove

themselves

Mtho:yabonakewenastufuzasami,(youseemy

chubbymama)thisiswhyIloveyou,hegrabbed

herbythewaistandFrenchkissher

Nkosi:"wozanaweungasali",(comecloseryoutoo,

don'tfeelleftout)hetoogentlypulledhiswifeand

Frenchkissedher

Thekisswasgettingheated,youcouldswearthey

werehighschoolkidssneakinginakissbehindthe



school,thedoorflewopenandtherestofthe

seniorswalkedin.

Busani:kantinabanjaninina(whyareyoulikethis)

Nondu:getaroom,seriously.Youareactinglike

hornyteenagers.

Ntombi:phokunani?(sowhat?)

Nondu:it'sdisgustingeww,whatifyourchildren

walkedthrough,poorchildrenwouldbetraumatized.

Ntando:youmustlearntoknock,justlikethose

children

Pretty:nexttimeyouthrowaFrenchkissingparty

pleaseinviteSizweandI



Ntombi:howareyoudoingsweety

Theypeeledthemselvesofftheirhusbandsand

walkedforthtoPrettyandhuggedher.

Pretty:greatsurprisingly,mightnotbethatbad,

fingerscrossed

Ntando:that'swonderfulnews

Thecouplescouldn'tstopwonderingaboutthe

tensionbetweenNonduandBusani,theirbody

languagescreamedtrouble.

Nkosi:bafoukahle?(mybrotherareyouokay?),he

saidlookingatBusani,hesimplynodded.



Mtho:Mpungoseareyougood,how'sthefirm?

Sizwe:"I'mgreatandfirmisingoodhands,Ican

retireanytime",Mnqobiisspectacular.Thebrothers

alongwiththeirwivesexchangedlooks.

Nkosi:thecartel?

Busani:it'sgreat,weaddingnewturfs

Nondu:whyarewehere?

Ntando:well,Shakeswon'tmakeit,hehastoattend

ameetingwiththetaxiassociationbutwerecently

foundoutthattheboyspurchasedaprivatejet

worthmillionsindollars

Nkosi:andtheirritatingpartisthatwehavebeen



waitingforthemtocomeandtellusbutnothing

Busani:bangenelweyinilabafana?(what'sgotinto

thisboys?)

Sizwe:howonearthdidtheygetclearanceforthat

Nontando?

Ntando:that'sthething,Ididn'tclearit.Itmustbe

Ntsika

Ntombi:itseemsliketheNorwoodboys,Ntwenhle

andaMfanafuthiZuluarealsoapart.Theyput

moneytogether.

Sizwe:thatisstealing,weneedtogettothebottom

ofthis.



Busani:theseboysaregettingtobigfortheirboot

Nondu:angifunemuntuozongishayelaInganeyami,

okokuqalanje(Idon'twantanyonetobeatmychild,

firstofall)wearepreparingforaweddingsoplease

keepyourfiststoyourself"hulks"

Busaniglaredatherandclickedhistongue.

Mtho:Ohkay…NomaKhumalo,weweren'tthinking

ofdoingthatagain,wehavecomerealizethatwe

madeamistakeandthistimewewillactdifferently,

wewillcallameetingwiththeboysanddiscuss

this.I'msuretheywillhaveagoodexplanation.

Nkosi:andboysandgirlswearetraveling

Pretty:canwestartsoon?



Nkosi:wehavetogetthesekidsmarriedfirst

Pretty:yesofcourse

_________

Liyanda

Yanda:willyourmotherbealright?She'sbeen

coupedupintheroomfromyesterday.Istillthink

weshouldhavetakenthembacktothehotel.

Ntsiki:IwantedtomakesureshewasOK

Yanda:howdoyoufeel?

Ntsiki:Idon'tknow,isitbadformetobehappythat

shegotembarrassedlikethat?Shehasbeendoing



thattomeforthelongestoftime,Ifeellikejustice

wasserved

Yanda:sheisstillyourmother,respect

Ntsiki:Iknowitsjustthatsometimesuyadika(she

irritatesme)

Yanda:regardless,alwaysshowrespect,evenifyou

wanttovoiceoutsomething,itmustbedone

respectfully.I'mnotgoingtoallowyoutoactlike

that,Iwillnotmarryahooligan.

Ntsiki:seriouslyLiyanda?Itdon'tmattertoyouhow

Ifeel?youwillnotsupressmyfeelingsinthat

manner,respectisearned,youdontjustclaimit.

Howdareyoucallmeahooligan…Mna

Nonstikeleloawholehooligan,sozekhawuphinde

uzame(never,tryagain)



Yanda:umthethowakhouzaziwenaNonstikelelo?

(basicallyyouonlyknowyourselfNonstikelelo?).

Youwanttowalkaroundbeatingyourchestthat

youcanstandupforyourself,letmetellyou

somethingsisi,youareselfishandit'saturnoff.

Howcanyouhumiliateyourmotherinfrontofyour

inlaws,doyouknowwhatshewentthrough?and

sheisstillgoingtogothrough?Shehastofacemy

father'sforlobola,doesitmakeyouhappytosee

yourmothersquirm?That'sbullshitNontsikelelo.I

knowshehasbeenwrongbutyoushouldhavesat

herdownprivatelyandhaveahearttoheartwith

herwithoutyoursiblings,haveyouevertriedthat?

Oryoubusyshowingeveryonethatyouare

NonstikeleloKani?Ayfusegmaan.Thatisyour

mother,youbetterfixthis,Idon'twantmymother

inlawtobeuncomfortable.Youbusymakingnoise,

andbeatingyourchest,youcouldn'tevenstandup

foryourselfatthatstationslavingforthosemen,

andthenexttimeyouraiseyourvoiceatme,Iwill

fuckyoutillyoupassout.



Ntsiki:"Liyanda",shesaidtearfully

Yanda:getoutofmysight

Shequicklyscurriedawaywithtearsstreaming

downherface.AfterafewminutesNonstikelelo's

motherwalkedoutoftheroom,lookinglikeshehad

beenranoverbyatruck,Liyandasmiledasshe

quicklyranbyherside.Hehookedhisarmwith

hers.

Yanda:unjanikodwamkhwekazi?(howareyou

motherinlaw)

Ntsiki'smom:I'mfine,Iheardyourargument,I

didn'tknowshewasangryatme

Yanda:"Iwasjokingaboutthefuckingpart",hesaid

shyly,Ntsiki'smomsmiledfaintly..



Ntsiki'smom:Iknowyouyoungstersarewild,you

don'tneedtoexplainbutthankyou

Liyandamadehersitonthecouch

Yanda:Ialreadymadeyoubreakfast,pleasebe

comfortableIwillbebackshortly

Afterafewminutes,hecamebackwithatraywith

scrumptiousbreakfast.

Ntsiki'smom:youmadeallofthis?

Yanda:yes,youmustaskNtsikingiyalishaya

ibhodwemina(I'magoodcook)

Ntsiki'smom:IneedtoteachMkhuselialso,times



havereallychanged

Yanda:ma,Iforgiveyouanddon'tworryaboutmy

family,theywillgetoveritbutyouneedtofixthings

withNonstikelelo

Ntsiki'smom:I'msorryforeverythingmyson,I

don'tevenhaveanexcuse

Liyandanodded

__________

Sane

IhavemadepeacethatI'mnotmeanttofallinlove,

allmyrelationshipsalwaysendupindust.Mfana

justhadtobelikethis,whatdoesheexpectmeto



dowithallthislove?I'mmeetingthegirlsforawalk

atthePier,Idon'tevenfeellikegoingbecause,they

willbechirpyandhappywiththeirperfect

boyfriends,husbandsandbabybumpsandme

dololo.

ForthefirsttimeI'mthefirstonetoarrive,I'm

alwayslate,IthinkIhavemadeitahabitnowbut

todaythejokeisonme.Iretreattowalkingdeep

intothepier,andIfindmyselflostinthecrashingof

waves,theconcretebenchhasnowbecomewarm

frommybutts.

Voice:flowersforabeautifullady

Iturntothevoicethenstarebackatthewaves

Voice:Iaskedthemtosetthisup,weneedtotalk



Me:ItoldyouweareoverMfana

Mfana:Irefuse,Sanelisiwewearenotleavingthis

pierwithoutsolvingthis

Me:howmanytimesmustIshatterforyoutosee

youarehurtingme,whatwasthatbitchdoingin

thathouse,whyareyoustillkeepingthathouse?

Mfana:Lindiwecametofuck,becauseIhadignored

herattempts,Ihaven'tseenherinyearsandthat

dayshecalledmeinthecar,thatdayIcalled

Fezekaduringour….butItoldheroff,Igavehera

hugbecausesheconfessedtolivinghersisterslife,

IsweartoyouIdidn'ttouchher.Iloveyou

Me:thehouse

Mfana:pleasedon'tbemad,butIkeepallmyillegal



stuffinthere,Ihavemillionsburiedunderthat

house,Icantjustletitgolikethat

Me:Mfanaareyoustilldoingheists?

Mfana:IdidonelastyearbutIcan'tpromiseifitwill

bemylast

Me:Mfanafuthi,whenwillyougrowupheh?Iwill

notmarryyouwhileyoustillaboutthatlife,never

Mfana:Sanehawu,I'mjusthelpingtheseguys

Me:youteachingthemhowtocomitacrimeand

youcallthathelp

Mfana:pleasedon'tjudgememamazi,thisworldis

notfaironus,youknowmylifestory.Theykeep



takingfromthepoorandtheystipulatetheserules

toprotectthemselveswhilewesuffer.WhenIdoa

heist,IfeellikeI'mtakingwhatbelongstome,I'm

surviving.Ionlyfeelbadwhenthere'sinjuriesor

deaths

Me:sthulisikandaba,youhaveagoodjobandlots

ofmoney,startabusinessandstopthis.Weneed

tomakebabiessoon

Mfana:I'msorrymamaziforhurtingyou,andforall

theothertimes.Ihavebeenfoolish,youalways

gavethisthugachance,youlovedmewhenIwasa

realruthlesscriminal.Istillrememberhowyou

wouldbailmeoutofjailwithoutyourfamilies

knowlegde,I'mabettermannowSanelisiweandI

wantyoutoenjoythisversionofmenotsomeother

chick,whodon'tevenknowwhatI'mabout.AlsoI

wantyoutoknowthatInevercheatedonyouwith

FezekabutIcheatedonFezekawithyouandthat

thereasonIwentintoadarkplacewasbecause



Fezekawaskilledbecauseofme,shetookabullet

formeandnowIknowitwasMelusi.

Me:asinRango?

Mfana:yes,wegowaybackbutIwillslitofhis

throatfortryingtokillmeandforhurtingyou

Me:Ohmygosh,that'swhyhewasadamantthatI

marryhim,hewantedtogetbackatyou.Hewasso

meantowardsmebutneverwantedtoletmego,it

baffledme.Nowhemadeenemieswithmyfamily

aswell.

Mfana:Melusiismine

Me:canwegovisitmyfriendthisweekend



Mfana:amIforgiven?

Me:myfriendwilldecide

Mfana:pleasedon'tincludethatone,mypoorhead

anddarkskin

Theylaughed

________

Charlie

Hisphonerang…

Charlie:hello



Voice:it'syourmeyourfather

Charlie:yesdad

Voice:CarlosiscomingtoSouthAfrica,Iwantyou

tokillhimandbringyourmotherhome

Charlie:killhimbut…

Voice:I'myourfatherLorenzo,Carlosismarriedto

yourmotherbutI'myourfather,everythingwillbe

clear.Killhim

Charliesighedandrubbedhisheadvigorously.

Charlie:yesdad

HehungupandhedialedNethe



Voice:thenumberyouhavedialedisnotavailable

please….

Hegotfrustratedatsmashedthephoneagainstthe

wall.
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Nkosana



Iglancedatmyphoneandscoffed,remindme

againhowdidIgetmyselfinthissituation?

Me:ya

Soso:Nkosa

Me:it'sNkosana,ufunani?(whatdoyouwant?)

Soso:"youdon'thavetoberude",sherolledher

eyesontheotherside

Me:talk!Soso,I'mreallybusy…I

Ihavealotofworktodo

Soso:Ineedmoney



Me:andwhyareyoutellingthat?

Soso:becauseyourgirlfriendthrivestoseemeto

beghereverytimeIask

Me:"yohnkosiyami",herubbedhistemplesand

sighed

Soso:it'snotfairNkosana,shegetsdriventoher

appointments,Imusttaketwobloodytaxi'syetshe

refusestogivemeextramoney.

Me:howmuchdoyouneed?

Soso:atleastR2000,youknowI'mnotonmedical

aid,soIpaycashformyantenatalcheckups,then

there'stransportandmycravings



Me:howmuchdoesMasabathagiveyoumonthly?

Soso:shegivesmeR4000altogether,R1500formy

checkupsandtherestshesaysisformycravings.

Iknowyouguyscandobetterthanthat

Me:Iwilltalktoher

Soso:thankyouthat'sallIaskfor

Me:pleasestopcallingmeSoso,Itoldyou.Wewill

discussawayforwardwhenthebabyisborn,I'm

stilldoingthatDNA,rightnowyouwillhavetofind

commongroundwithMasabatha.

Soso:talktoher,that'sallIaskfor

HehungupanddialedMasabatha



Sabatha:Hlase

Me:howareyoudynamite?

Sabatha:I'mgood,yourchildrenaremovingnon

stop,mycameraisonstandby.Iwanttotakea

videoforyou

Me:pleasedo,Iwillbewaitingforit.Sosojust

calledme

Sabatha:"mxm",sherolledhereyes

Me:she'saskingforR500more,isthateven

reasonable?

Sabatha:she'sfullofitthatone,ifIwasn'tpregnant



Iwasgoingtomopthefloorwithher.Sheis

forgettingthatwearetakingcareofherbecauseof

thepregnancybutnowshethinksshecanmake

demands,aisuka.

Me:Idon'tknowthesethings,I'mjustasking

maNdlovu

Sabatha:wegiveherenoughbabe,rememberwe

don'tevenknowifthat'sourbaby,sheistryingher

luck.Herantenatalcheckupaltogetherincluding

hersupplementsandtransportsisR1200andIgive

herR1500therestistotakecareofhercravings,

shemustjusttellusifshewantsustofeedher

wholefamily.

Me:soyouthinkwhatwegiveisenough?

Sabatha:yes



Me:perfect,thankyoumuntuwami.Letmeget

backtowork,Iwillseeyouinafewhours

Sabatha:alright,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

_________

Masabatha

IfuriouslydialedSoso,Ithenclearedmythroatas

soonassheanswered,Iwantedtosoundascalm

aspossible.

Soso:starwami(sisterwife)

Me:chasisianginayeustarmina,wenanje



ngikubonanjengovucu(nogirl,Idon'thaveasister

wife,Ijustseeyouastrash),Idon'tshare

Soso:waittillthebabycomewena,andIwantusto

havethisconversationagain.Youarealready

lookinglikeanelephantandIknowforsure,youwill

struggletoloosethebabyfat.Makewayforme

becauseI'mslimmerthanyouandwillshedthisfat

withmyeyesclosed

Me:youthinkyouarefunny?

Soso:ngifunaukukuqedaukuphapha(Iwanttoget

youdownyourhighhorse),youarenotNkosana's

wife,stopactinglikeone.Hecanstillchangehis

mind,youhavenoshameyouevencohabitingin

yourage,don'tyouhaveafamily?.

Me:"Sosostop",Isaidastearsthreatenedtofall



Soso:justfuckingaddthatR500andIwillbeoutof

yourhair,it'snothingcomparetowhatyouget.Let

meenjoymypregnancyinpeace,everydayImust

begyou,begyou.WhereyoutherewhenNkosawas

givingmemultipleorgasms?Whereyoutherewhen

hefuckedmerealgood,allnight?Girlplease.

Me:R500morethen

Ihunguptearfully,Icouldfeeltherageinsideofme

buildingup,Ididmybreathingexercises.In

everythingIdo,Ineedtothinkofmybabies.

____________

Aweeklater

Soso



Iwaslyingonmybackafteranicecoldglassof

Mangojuice,mysisterwalkedintotheroomwitha

Woolworthspacket.

Nelly:howmanytimesmustItellyounottolieon

yourback?

Me:leavemealoneplease

Nelly:"thesecameforyou",hereyeslandedonthe

icecubesinsidetheglass,"aiSoso,youandice

again".

Me:relaxIwasjustdrinkingjuice,I'mfeelinghot,

whodroppedthepacketoff?

Nelly:someguy,IthinkhisadriverfortheKhoza’s,

hesaysit'sfromMasabatha



Iwentthroughthepacketandmyfavoriteswhere

there,thecarrotcake,tinroofice-creamthenshe

boughtmeaMangojuicefromKuai,IfrownwhenI

didn'tfindmybeefwrap.Idialher

Sabatha:hello

Me:Igotthestuff,I'mverycapableofbuyingmy

ownthingsyouknow

Sabatha:Iknow,wasjustbeingnice.Plusit's

Nkosana'sbabyyoucarrying.

Me:IgotthejuicebutIdidn'tfindmywrap

Sabatha:whatyoumeanthere'snowrap?Iordered

oneforyou?



Me:"there'snothing",isippedonthejuicemaking

anannoyingsoundonpurpose

Sabatha:IwillpasstherelaterandIwillbuyyou

twotomakeitup

Me:don'tforgetthejuice

Sabatha:Iwont,ohIheardthere'sasaleonjuiceat

woolies,4juicesforR70mustIgetyou?

Me:yesMangoflavour

Sabatha:Ihopeyoubalancingyourintakeof

Mangoes,addotherfruitaswell.

Me:whodiedandmadeyouadoctor



Sabatha:"I'mjustsaying",shehungup

Nellyjuststoodshakingherhead.

Nelly:youdoknowitwillworkinyourfavorifyou

benicetoMasabatha,she'stryinghere

Me:"that'sherproblem,shemustcarryonbeing

nice,whileItakeoverastheMrs",Isiponmyjuice,

"canyoubelieveit,she'stellingmeaboutwhatI

shouldeat".

Nelly:she'sright,youcan'teatonethingthroughout,

tryotherfood.Youshouldreallybalanceyourdiet.

Soso:mxm

Nelly:yourmotherisaskingforustovisit,ohand



apparentlyNethefoundajobthisside

Soso:yougoalone,Idon'twanthertoseeme,she

willembarassme.Shewillbedemandingdamages

fromtheKhoza’sandI'mnotupforit

Nelly:eventuallythatwillhappen

Soso:IwillcrossthebridgewhenIgettoit,now

whohookedupthattraitor?

Nelly:mustbehernewfriends

Soso:mxm,Ican'tbelieveshechosestrangersover

herfriends

Nelly:uthandaIzintouNethenaweuyamazi(she

lovesthings,youknowher)



_________

Ntsiki

Yanda:theyarereadybabe,let'sgo

Ntsiki:I'mnotcoming

Yanda:"I'msorryforlashingoutonyou",hesighed

Ntsiki:howdareyouswitchsidesafterIconfidedin

youlikethat?

Yanda:I'mnotswitchingsides,I'mhelpingyou.You

don'tneedtounderstandnowbutintimeyouwill



Ntsiki:Idon'tknowifIwanttomarryaninsensitive

personlikeyou

Yanda:yesyouwillmarryme,nowyoucantakea

nap,IwilldropthemofftheairportandIwillcome

backforyou

Ntsiki:mxm

Yanda:nzwakazi,Iwantyoutoknow,Iwillalways

bebrutallyhonestwithyoubecausengiyakuthanda

(IIoveyou),youneedtogetusedofthis,and

believemeIexpectthesamefromyou.Icannotsit

backandwatchyoudothingsyouwillregret,you

mustneverwishbadforyourfamilyespeciallyyour

mother,sheistheonlyparentyouhave.Thebest

youcandoistofixyourrelationship,becausetrust

mesomepeoplewouldkilljusttohaveapersonto

callma.Youdon'trevengefamilybutyoutalkitout,

twowrongsnevermakesright.Bethebiggerperson

andseethisthrough,Ipromisetobethereevery



stepoftheway.

Ntsiki:I'mstillmadather,sometimesIwishshe

diedinsteadofmyfather

Yanda:whenyouareallcalm,Iwilltellyoumystory.

Nowcomeandsaybye

Hegentlypulledheroutofbed,andtheyheadedto

theloungewherebyherfamilywereseatednextto

theirbagswaitingforYanda.

Ntsiki:byeyouguys,safetravels

Ntsiki'smom:"thankyountombam,andplease

forgiveme",Ntsikijustnoddeditsurewhichoneof

hercalamitiesshouldsheforgiveherfor



Nokuzola:"byesis",shewalkedoverandhugged

her

Mkhuselididthesameandtheyallheadedtowards

thecar.

_______

Naratted

InthemiddleofthenightSosostartedfeeling

cramps,shewiggled,tossedandturned,she

hoppedoutofbedtogetaglassofwater,maybe

thatwillcalmeverythingdown.

Shescreamedwhenshesawbloodmakinglines

downherlegs,Nellycameinrunning.



Nelly:yinimanje?(whatnow?)

Soso:blood…Mybaby

Nelly:shit

Nellyquicklygrabbedherphonefromherroomand

requestedanUberwholeSosowascrying

hystericallyandinagony,Nellygatheredherstuff,

theyleft.
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3monthslater

MpunziKingdom

Stellacameinrunningwithhersceptor,dressedin

alongblackandredrobe.

Lwandle:maareyoubeingchasedbyaghost?

Stella:Idon'tknowLwandleIhavethisunsettling

feeling,everythingisfoggyIcan'tseeathing.

Lwandle:sitdown,Iwillmakeyoutea

Stella:Idon'twanttea

Lwandle:thenwhatdoyouwantStella,Ihave

nothingtoofferyou.



Stella:somethingisnotright,alltheotherwitches

arebeingburntaliveintheotherkingdomsandno

oneknowsthecause,evenIcan'tputmyfingeron

it,kumnyama(it'sdark)

Lwandle:haveyoubeentotheriver?

Stella:yesdammit,whatdoyouthink?Ican'tseea

thing.I'mfreakingouthere.

Lwandle:I'maChieftessinmyKingdom,mypeople

willprotectme,eversinceweburiedBhekithings

havebeenpeaceful.Idon'tknowaboutyou

Stella:howcanyousaythatLwandle,I'myour

mother

Lwandle:"curseyouStella,mothermyfoot,you



killedmyson.IbeggedyoutoletLungigobutyou

didn'tlisten,lookwhatyoudid",tearsstreamed

downherface

Stella:youknowdamnwellIlovedBandile,heckI

raisedhimforyou.DoyouthinkI'mnothurting,it

killsmeeverydaythatIcouldntsavehim,I'msorry

LwandleItriedeverything

Lwandle:maybewedeservetodieaswell

Stella:don'tsaythat,wewillbefine

_________

Charlie

Charlie:Marciawhy?



Marcia:whywhat,listenCharliethisisnotmyplace,

onescreamMthoandNtandowillcomeflyinghere

Charlie:I'mnotheretomakeyouscreamlikethose

menyouchangelikeclothes,Iamsodissapointed

inyou.Theverysamepeoplewhoareprovidingfor

youandprotectingyou

Marcia:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Charlie:soonyouwillknowbecauseyourhusband

CarlosSanchezislandingtoday

Marcia:"youtalkingshit",shelaughsbitterly

Charlie:youhaveafewhourstotellmethetruth

andIcangetyououtofhere



Marcia:Icanprotectmyself,I'mnotscaredof

Carlos….Whothefuckareyou?

Charlie:I'mCharlieforasfarasIknowbutmostof

theanswersyouknowthem.LookatmeMarcia,

takeagoodlookatme.

ForthefirsttimeMarciasethergazeatCharlieand

helookedfamiliar,itwascreepy.Hisblueeyes,his

cheekbones,heckheevenwalkslikehim.She

inhaledsharplyandscoffedwhileholdingontoher

chest,Charliehurriedlycaughtherbeforeshehits

theground.Hegentlylayedheronthecouch

sideways,hecrouchedinfrontofherandhislips

curvedintoasmile.

Charlie:"Ereshermosamamá"(youarebeautiful

mama),hegentlygrazedherface



Marcia:itcan'tbe,itcan'tbe…IlostmyLorenzoin

themostgruesomeway,whenIwenttoseemy

littlebabyhehadbloodcomingoutofhisnoseand

mouth,thetoldmehisheartistobig.Icriedand

screamedforGodtosavehim,hewassolittle,till

thisdayIcan'thavechildrenbecausetheonlygift

thatwasgiventomedepartedfrommeinthemost

hurtfulway.IburriedhimandmournedforhimyetI

knewmylifewillneverbethesame,Istartedtaking

drugs,myfatherwasnothappywithCarlos,he

blamedhimfornottakingcareofme.Hewasright

Carlosisamonster,hisabusiveandruthlessbutI

lovedhimregardless.Hewasbadassandsexy,his

smilesocontagious…Istayed

Charlie:mynameisCharlieLorenzoRodriguez,I

wasenrolledinanorphanagebackinMexicobya

RodriguezwhichiswhyIhaveRodriguezasmy

surname,heleftallmyparticularswiththe

orphanageexceptforhisidentity,heonlytoldthem

hissurname.IwasadoptedbyPabloGonzalez,he

raisedmeupreallywellmama,heusedtotellme



storiesaboutyouandshowedmepicturesbut

mademepromisenottolookforyoubutIcouldn't

stop,curiousitygotthebetterofme.

Marcia:MyLorenzoisdeadCharlie,ifIwereyou,I

wouldstayawayfromPablohisnotaniceperson.

Hisfeedingyoulies

Charlie:STOPITDAMMIT…Pablodidwhatyouand

yourhusbandfailedtodoalltheseyears,youchose

CarlosoverhimBITCHasthatwasn'tenough,

Carlosthatspermdonorandthatfilthyoldman

Rodriguezstolemillionsfrommydad,butluckyfor

youmydadaskedmetobringyouhomesafelybut

IhaveothernewsforCarlosandRodriguez

Marcia:hislyingtoyouCarlosandmyfatherwould

neverstealfromPablohisadangerousman

Charlie:welltheydid,theyliedtoyouandCarlos



hadyourwombremovedbecausehecouldn'trisk

youmakingmorebabies,thatselfishbastardhe

knewthatonedayhiscrimeswillcatchuptohim.

It'seitheryoucomewithmewillinglyorIforceyou,

Pablostilllovesyou

Marcia:I'mnotcoming

Charlie:Iwillhurtallthesepeopleyoupretendingto

careabout,youarealreadyruiningtheirlivesyou

oldhag,Iwilltellthemthetruthandlet'sseewhere

youwilllivewithoutprotection.

Marcia:whendowego?

Charlie:Iwillletyouknow,stayput

CharlieleftleavingMarciaindistraught,shehad

manyquestionswithnoanswers.Shedialeda



number.

Voice:mimujer(mywife)

Marcia:Carloswhatthehellishappening?

Carlos:I'mcomingthereinacoupleofdays,Pablo

knowseverythingandwearescrewed

Marcia:hedidn'tbuythedivorce?

Carlos:noandyourfatherisnotwellMarcia,I'mso

scaredhewillkillhim,hecan'tevenprotecthimself

Marcia:CarloswhathappenedtoLorenzo?and

pleasedon'tlietome

Carlos:itwasyourfather'sidea,heonlytoldme



yearslaterandIpromisednottellyoubutIguessit

wasabadideabecausePablofoundoutandhis

beenturningoursonagainstusalltheseyears

Marcia:whatdidyoudotomywomb?

Carlos:nothing,what'swrongwithyourwomb?

Marcia:Lorenzosaiditwasremoved

Carlos:Idon'tknowanythingaboutthat,lookkeep

himentertainedI'mcomingforyou.Rememberhis

notentirelyourson,hisbrainwashed

Marcia:Ipickeditup,youmustseehimCarlos,he

looksexactlylikeyouandfoolishmecouldn'tseeit

allalong



________

Pretty

Shesighedasshewentthroughheremailonce

more.

Sizwe:whatisit?

Pretty:IthoughtIwasdoingwellMpungose…I…I

havetogobackagain,shebrokedown

Sizweheldhertightashisowntearsmadelines

downhischeeks.

Sizwe:I'msosorryPrettyone

Pretty:IstillhavetimeforNkanyezi'sweddinghey,I



needtogetmyselftogethersoIcanseeitthrough.I

wanthislastmemoryofmetobehappy,Iwantall

mykidstorememberahappymummy

Sizwe:YounotdyingPretty,maybeweneedtoask

forasecondopinion,wecangooverseas…Yeslet's

gooverseas,younotleavingme

Pretty:don'tbesillywehavebeenfightingthisfora

whilenowandyouknowIhavethebestdoctors

lookingintome.PullyourselftogetherMpungose.

Shedrewhereyebrowsusingastencilandchosea

bobcutlacewig.

Pretty:gatherthekids,wegoingout

Sizwedraggedhimselfoutoftheroomas

heavinessengulfedhim,hecouldn'tbelievethat



thismomentcamesosoon.

________

Nkosazane

Nka:Ican'tbelieveIagreedtothebeachwedding

Hermosa,whatifaTsunamicomesbeforewesayI

do

Zane:thenyoubettersayitfastbeforeitdoes

Nka:areyouhappythough?Likereallyhappy?

Zane:I'mhappierthanhappy,butIneedtoget

going.

Nka:why,youmine…Youmuststayhere



Zane:wellBhovunganeisputtinghisfootdown,he

saysweshouldhavedonetheweddingstraight

afterthenegotiations,ifwewantedtostaytogether

thisbad

Nka:hissuchagrumpyoldman

Zane:Ithinkhisjustsadhedoesn'thavemuch

controlofthesituationlikebefore.Ihavetogo

thoughforthisremainingweektilltheweddingand

Iwillbehereforgood

Nka:fuck,IwishIcantakeoutmyheartsoyou

couldsee,it'soozingwithhappiness.FinallyI'm

goingtoshareahomewiththegirlofmydreams.

Zane:Iknowright,itfeelslikeitwasjustyesterday,

whenwewouldgettogetheratyourres,wewould

study,Iwouldcookandwedancedandmadeout



Nka:sisukakudemaHlasewami(wecomealong

way)

Zane:theafternoonwalksbythepier

Nka:"theendlesseating",hechuckles

Zane:yeah,ourlovestoryisalmostbeautifulbut

someoneruineditbygoingoverseas

Nka:ini?thatisthecreamtothecakeHermosa,

thatisthesh!t…wepassedourtest

Zane:mxmbyebye

Nka:ayngekewheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?,

tellBhovunganethatI'mcomingwithyou,whowill



keepmewarmatnight?.

Zane:it'sjustoneweekStarr,relax

Nka:FINE

Aweeklater….
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Futhi



ItwasMasabathaandNtsikigatheredatFuthi's

house.

Nstiki:youhavebeensoscarcemadam?

Futhi:lookatmeguys,IfeellikeI'mcarryingquads,

thispregnancyisdefinitelyheavierthanmyfirst

one,Ican'tevenwashmyfeet.

Sabatha:ohgoshtellmeaboutit,Ijustcall

Nkosana,atleastyoualmostthere

Futhi:I'mtiredhey,thebabymustcomenow,soI

canfocusonmywedding.

Sabatha:"luckyyouguys",hereyesglistenedwith

tears



Ntsiki:FuthiIjusthadthiscrazyidea,sincethe

lobolahasbeenpaid,Idon'twanttowaitanylonger.

Howaboutwedoadoublewedding,justtosave

admintime.Wehavealotgoingonatthemoment,

there'ssomanyweddingsthefamilyhavebeen

planning,Idon'tknowwhatdoyouthink…

NtsikipausedastheybothheardMasabatha's

sniffs,theyhurriedlyembracedherfeelinghorrible.

Futhi:hisdynamitewhat'sgoingon?

Sabatha:I'mjust…sorryguys,I'mtryingtobehappy

foreveryonebutI'mnotstrongenoughanymore.All

ofyouguysaregettingmarried,I'mcarryingtwins

withamanwhoisexpectingababywithanother

girl,I'msofuckingtired,Sosoisshowingmeflames

andIcan'tdealwithherthebestwayIknowhow

becauseofthispregnancybutIwon'tlieithurts.

Everytimeshewantssomethingshekeeps

remindingmeaboutmycohabitatingandnotbeing



Nkosana'swife.

Ntsiki:pleasedon'tmindthattrash,don'tletyour

guarddown,Nkosanalovesyou

Sabatha:thenwhyishenottalkingaboutmarriage

heh?Allhisbrothersaresettlingdown,whyishe

notmoved.MaNtombiwasrightIshouldhave

waitedwithNkosanabutinquisitivemewantedto

experienceeverything.

Futhi:pleasedon'tdoubtNkosana'sloveforyou

becauseofSoso,can'tyouseewhatshe'sdoing?If

youblinkshewillbelivingyourlifegirl,don'tmake

thatmistake.Wearesorryforalwaystalkingabout

ourstuffinsensitively,nowweknowhowyoufeel.

Sabatha:noplease,Iwanttobepartoftheplanning,

ijustwantedtovent.



Ntsiki:sorryhisdynamite,theyhuggedheronce

more

_________

Nandi

Ntsika:isthisnotabitextraforthewedding

Diamante,I'mnotthoseprincecharming,Ijustwant

ablacktuxedonjekuphela

Nandi:wearematchingmyKing,youareroyalty,

youmustlookthepart.Inafewmonthswewillbe

coronatedsogetusedtoit

Ntsika:thisisgoingtoannoyme.

Nandi:stopbeingababyandtryiton,I'mtakingmy



dressbackforalterations,ifthere'sanythingwrong

withyoursuit,Iwilltakeitbackaswell,thewedding

isintwodays

Ntsika:aycha

Ntsikafuriouslytookoffhisclothesandfittedinto

thesuit,whichsurprisinglyhuggedhisbodylikea

glove.Hetookaglanceinthemirrorinfrontofhim

andhelookedgood,NandicalledforDinganetofit

intohis,shetookastepbackandacurveformed

fromthecornerofherlips.

Nandi:I'mimpressed,myboyslookdashing,lookat

thosebracketlegs…damn

Dingane:Ilovetowearthesameasdaddy,because

wearetwins



Ntsika:yesthat'strue,butdon'tyouthinkblackwill

lookbetterthanthisdarkgreen?

Dingane:butdadwelookgood,cheerup

Ntsika:hawu

Nandigiggledcoveringhermouth

Dingane:"relaxBhovungane,momalwayschoose

niceclothesforus,givemeafistbump",Ntsikahad

nocomebacksohestretchedhisfistforabump

Ntsika:Iguessthecorrectwordisthankyouwifey

omuhle

Nandi:that'smorelikeit,youguysstayhereletme

fitintomydress



Shedissappearedintotheroomafterafewminutes

shepeekedherout,callingNtsikatodoherzip.She

thenchasedhimouttojoinDinganeforhergrand

entrance.ShewalkedinandDinganegaspedin

exaggerationandNtsikapretendedtofaint.

Nandi:stopitguys,beserious

DinganestartedlaughingandNtsikajoinedin,

Nandiwasgettingpissed,shewasinavergeof

tears.Ntsikaranovertoher.

Ntsika:"heyheyyoulookbreathtakingmkami,we

werejustfoolingaroundasusual.Whyareyou

crying?...I'msosorrymyQueen",hepulledherinto

hisarms

Nandi:"it'sjustthatiffitsmeperfectlyandIdon't

evenknowwhyIwanttotakeitforalterations",she



brokedownsomemore

Dingane:mummywesorry,don'tcry.Itwasactually

daddy'sidea

Ntsika:hawuson

Dingane:yourprankwashorribledad,it'smaking

mummycry

Nstika:fine,Iguessitwashorrible

Nandigiggledthroughhertears…

Ntsika:areyouOK,youhurtingmewithyourtears

Nandi:I'mokay,it'sjustthatI'mpregnant



Ntsika:whatdidyoujustsay?

Dingane:"mummyispregnantyes",hefistpump

Nandi:"I'monemonthpregnantMakhathini",she

wipedhertears

Ntsika:"fuckyeah,yeees…thisoneisagirlIcanfeel

itinmybones,yeees.ThankyouDiamante,no

wonderyouhavebeenbossyandteary.I'mgoingto

adadoncemore,yeees…Wuuuh",hecelebrated

Dingane:dadyouusedthe"f"word

Ntsika:shi…shebert,nodessertfordaddytonight

Dingane:yep…Youknowtherules



Ntsika:thismermaidgreendresslooksdazzlingon

youMrsme,Iwanttoravishyourighthere

Nandi:Thankyou

________

Mfana

WhenSanelisiwesayssomethingshesticksbyit.

It'sbeen3monthsoneweekandIhaven'tgotten

some.I'mstillbeingpunishedformysins,wehang

outanddrivedowntoseemymotherbutnofunny

business.

Me:Sanelisiwe,wakeupbreakfastisready



Sheopenshereyesandfrown

Me:comeonnow,thefoodisgettingcold

Sane:howdidyougetinhere,Ilockedthedoor

Me:thisismyhouse,IcangetintoanyroomIwant

Sane:mxmwhatever,youcangonow…I

Iwillbethereinaminute

Me:noIwillwaitforyouhere,Iknowyouwillgo

backtosleep

Sane:whatever

Shepeeledofftheblanketandjumpedoutofbedin



hermatchingundergarments,Icurseundermy

breathasIdrooloverheryellowbody,Ibitmylower

lipasIgawkedatherhipsswayingsidetoside

makingherwayintotheensuitebathroom.Iswear

toyoushe'sdoingitonpurpose.Afewminutes

turnedinto30minutesasIheardtheshower

running,afterawhileshecameoutwithtowel

drapedaroundherbodybythenIhadgivenupon

thefood,it'sprobablyicecoldnow.

Shedroppedhertowelandmydickgavein,my

breathingwasfastandlabored,Icouldseemyself

hammeringherfrombehind.Shelotionedtotally

disregardingmypresence,shethenputonthe

shortestdressyouhaveeverseen,Isighedin

defeat.

Me:Sanelisiwengicelaungizwisemama

(Sanelisiwepleasegivemesome)

Sane:ifyouseeme,doyouseeFezeka



Me:awukahle(comeon),Iapologized

Sane:didn'tyousaythere'sfood?

Me:yesthereisbutIwillonlyputthetipjusttofeel

thewarmth…Please

Sane:no

Me:kancanehawu(justalittlebit),Iwillbequick

Sane:no

Shewalkoutoftheroomshakingherbums,Ithrew

myselfonthebedandcoveredmyfacewitha

pillowandscreamedinfustration.



*****

Igatheredmyselfandfollowedhertothekitchen,I

foundheralreadyeating.

Sane:thanksforthefoodMageba

Ijustkeptquiet…

Sane:sowhatdidyouplanforustoday

Iatemyfoodignoringher,thetruthisthatIwant

hersobadandthispunishmentisbecomingtoo

muchforme

Sane:ohdear…Dowehaveasulkingbabyhere?Oh

dear



Shestoodup,pulledmychairbackawayfromthe

nookgivingherselfroomtositonmylaps.

Sane:what'swrongSthulisikandaba?

Me:SanelisiweImissyouandthistreatmentyou

givingmeiskillingme,myballshurt

Sane:ithurtsyousay?

Me:yes

Sane:that'showIhurtwhenyoudoallthesesilly

thingswithoutconsideringmyfeelingsMfana.Ileft

youyearsagobecauseofthisuncertainbehaviorof

yours,usumdalamanje(youaregrownnow)you

needtomakebigdecisions.I'mnottryingtochange

yousthandwasamidon'tgetmewrong,Iwillgive

youtimewhenitcomestoyourcriminalactivities



butIwillnottolerateotherwomeninthis

relationshipespeciallyFezeka,youneedtoforgive

yourselfandmoveon.

Me:I'msorrymaMpungose,IneverlovedFezeka

honestly,Ijustwantedaquickfuckbutthemshe

wasavirginandturnedouttobeareallygreat

person,youknowhowmessedupmylifewasback

then.Imetyouanditwasloveatfirstsight,butI

wastoomuchofacowardtobreakitoffwith

Fezeka,thenshewasshotrightinfrontofme,she

tookherlastbreathinmyarms.Theguilt…Her

deathhauntedmeforyearsbecausesomehowIfelt

itwasmyfault,itwasmyfaultbecausethebullet

wasmeantforme,it'smyfaultbecauseIcould

havebrokenupwithherandsetherfreethen

maybeshewasn'tgoingtobewithmethatday.Her

deathtormentedmebutmyhearthasalwaysbeen

withyouSanelisiwe,thedayyougavemeyour

puritymeltedthisicearoundmyheart.Fromnow

on,youwillseethatitisyouandonlyyouinthis

coldheartofmine.



Sane:forgiveyourselfandmoveonMfana,

everythinghappensforareason,youarenotGod.

There'scertainthingsyouwon'tbeabletocontrol

oravoid,itwasFezeka'stimetobewithGod,Itoo

lostmysisterandmotheritwaspainfulbutlife

goeson.IactuallymetRangowhileIwasmourning

Senzeni,Iwasamess.

Me:Iknow,IwasamesswhenIlostmydadand

brothers.Mydadwasassassinatedandmy

brothersdiedinacaraccident,Iamthelastborn

hencethenameMfanafuthimyparentswere

expectingagirlbutthenadarkbigheadedboywas

borninsteadandmymomwaslike"it'saboyagain".

Sane:SitholeuMfanafuthi(wegavebirthtoaboy

again),Iloveit.

Me:canIaskyouaquestion?



Sane:sure

Me:didyousleepwithRango?Honestlynow

Sane:No…Youdon'tbelieveme?AfteryouIwent

celibate

Me:it'sjust…Iknowhisafreak,Iwaswonderingif

hedidn'thurtyouoranything

Sane:healmostdidbutnobuthedidtrytokillme

andmybrother

Me:don'tworryhewillpayforthat

Sane:I'mjustgladIgotout



Me:"metoo,IguessI'mthekingofthatcastle",I

smirked

Sane:ohgosh…Please….don't….don'tbecocky

aboutit

Me:yiniI'mproudhawu,thatshitisstrokingmyego,

yourfriendandIareplanningtocomeko

Mpungosesizoziceba(wearecomingtoreveal

ourselves).

Sane:really!…when?

Me:straightafterNkanyezi'swedding,wealready

sentaletter

Sane:whenwereyougoingtotellme?



Me:angithiwenaulibeleukuzitshela,uzenzajuice

ngami(whenwhenyoubusygivingmethecold

shoulder,makingmesuffer)

Sane:maPrettywillbesohappy,she'sbeenwaiting

forthis

Me:aikeZiyashake(it'sonthen)

Sane:thankyou

Me:wait…wouldyoumindchangingyoursurname

toZulu

Sane:notatall

Me:mmmkuhleke(that'sgood)



________

Shakes

Me:ifyoudon'tpullyourselftogether,Iwillmake

suretheygivetheSPAtomorecapablehands,I'm

tiredofpeoplephoningmeandcomplainingabout

yourbehavior.

Zinhle:whycan'tyouallleavemealone,Inever

shouldhavequittedmyjob,itwaspeacefuland

fulfillingnowI'mstuckherewitheveryonebreathing

downmythroat

Me:youtheonewhowantedtofallpregnant,you

don'twanttogivemeanotherchildpreservingyour

waistIdon'tknowforwho.Iwishyouhadn'tfallen

pregnantatfirstplacebecausewewouldn'tbehere,

nowyoublamingmeforallyourmisfortunes



Zinhle:whomustIblameheh?

Me:mxm

Zinhle:youdidn'thavetokillhimNqobizitha

Me:Stopit…I'mwarningyou

Zinhle:I'mnotgoingtostopanything,Ican'tsleep

atnightbecauseallIseeishislifelessbodyontop

ofme,didyouhavetotraumatizemelikethat?

Me:goandseeashrink

IwalkoutofthebedroombeforeIdosomethingI

willregret.Igrabmykeysandstormoutthehouse.
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Nethezeko

IhaveblockedCharliefrommysocialmedia

accounts,Idon'thaveroomforfakepeopleinmy

life,Ideservebetter.IsighasIzipmylastsuitcase,

I'minthevergeoftearsasIglanceatmymom

standingbymydoor.

Me:I'mgoingtomissyoh

Her:butyouwillcallmeeverydayandcomevisit

often



Me:yes,I'msorryI'mleavingyoualone

Her:nonsense,youhavegrownNethezeko

mntwanawami,Igiveyoumyblessingstogoout

thereandreachyourdreams.Iwanttoshine,work

hardanddowellforyourself.

Me:assoonasIcansaveenoughIwillsendyou

moneyforyourmedication,Iknowyougetitfree

fromtheclinicbutIwillbuyyouallthemulti

vitaminsyouneedtohelpyourbodytobestrong

Her:I'mstrongasabullminaNetheungibheke

kahle(takeagoodlookasatme)

IchuckledasI'mamusesathowsillyand

humoroussheis.



Me:letmego,Iwanttoarriveearlyinthecity

Her:Imadeyouidomboloandchicken,Ibakedyou

scones.Atleastthatwillkeepyoufortoday.Nethe

takegoodcareofyourselfmydaughter,never

forgetyourworth.

Me:maI'mjustgoingtoDurbanbakithi,justan

hourand30minutesaway

Her:Iknowbutstill

Iruntowardsherandpullherintomyembrace,

afterawhileweletgo.Iwavegoodbyeasdragmy

bagsonthedustyroad.Ichuckleasmymom

screamsatme.

Her:youshouldhavewornoneofyourdressesthan

thesebaggyuglyclothesyouarewearing,ngifuna



umkhwenyane(Iwantahusbandforyou)

Iscreambackathercrazyself…

Me:byebyesalukazi(oldwoman)

Iknowshewillclaponceandshakeherhead,then

restherhandsonherhips,Iturnedaroundand

yep…Inailedit

Thisisthefirstdayoftherestofmylife…

_______

Shakes

Ipullupmybrothershouse.I'mtooashamedto

ventbythegents,theyallhaveperfecthomesand



perfectmarriages,plusit'slatesoNtwenhlewilldo.

Ialreadybuzzedmyselfin,I'mnotsurprisedtosee

mylittlebrotheropeningthedoorbeforeIcould

knock.

Ntwe:Manzini

Me:"eySengwayoI'msorrytojustcomebutIhave

nowheretogo",Isaidtryingnottobreakdown

Ntwe:"comein",heopenedthedoorwidesoIcould

enter

Me:thankyou,I'mhungryandIneedtosleep,I

couldhavebookedinbutthatwon'tstopmefrom

makingaUturnandblowingherbrainsout

Ntwe:youcansleephere,thisisyourhome



Enhlecamethroughwithaplateoffoodasifshe

knewIneededit,shefirstmademewashmyhands

inabowlwithwarmwater,shethenhandedmethe

toweltodrymyhands.

Me:thankyoukoti

Enhle:"anythingformydad",shesmiled

Ntwe:youcangorest,Iwilltidyup,thankyouMbali

yami

ShelearnedoverandkissedNtwenhlebefore

dissappearingupstairs.

Me:youchosewell,she'sagreatgirl

Ntwe:Iknow,she'sabitoverwhelmedwiththelittle



onecoming,canyoubelieveitshe'sactuallydue

thesametimeasFuthi

Me:Ienvyyouguys,youareallexpandingyour

territory

Ntwe:what'swrong?

Me:mywifeisloosingtheplot,eversinceIkilled

thatdog,she'sbeenactingcrazy

Ntwe:youdidshootSabeloontopofher,hewent

coldonherman,it'straumasheneedscounseling

Me:IwillnotapologizeforwhatIdid,Ihavebeen

tellinghercountlesstostopentertainingthatdog

butshedisregardedme,Idon'tknowwhatIwas

thinkingmarryingayounggirl.Ishouldhavestuck

tomyagemates,Zinhleisstubbornand



disrespectful,I'vehadituptillhere.

Ntwe:Manzini,sleepheretonightbuttakemykeys

tothecabinesnqawunqawini(Kwa-Mashu)stay

theretillyouarecalm,Iknowyouareangrynowbut

deepdownyoulovethatgirl.Youwillfixthisokay

Me:Iwanttodivorceher,Iwanthertobefree

becauseI'mstagnatingherlife

Ntwe:no,wedon'tgiveup,youwillfixthisandI

haveanidea,ifitworks…Takeherstraightfor

marriagecounselingandherownindividuallyjust

todealwiththetraumabutifallfailsthenyoucan

sayyoutried.

Me:Iwillthinkaboutit,areyoureadyforthe

weddingtomorrow?



Ntwe:howcanInotbe,myboyistyingtheknot.I

feellikeaproudfather.

Me:shouldn'tEnhlebewithZane?

Ntwe:herpregnancyhasturnedherintoanintrovert,

namiangisazi(Idon'tknow)

Me:letherbethen,youcanjoinyourwife,Iwill

cleanaftermyself

Ntwe:ifyouneedanythingshout

Ntwenhledissappearedupstairs,whileItookbig

bitesofthescrumptiousfood,ithadbeenawhile

sinceIateaproperhomecookedmeal.Iliveby

rankkitchenssinceIspendmostofmytimesthere,

assuringthatourfleetsaredoingwell.Myphone

keepsringingbutIdon'tplantoanswer,thena



messageflashesthroughthescreen,Ipressonit.

*I'msorryGwabinipleasecomebackI'mscared*

Ideleteitandresumemyeating.Iwillpassbyin

themorningtograbmysuitandfewclothesforthe

cabin.

________

Futhi

I'mlyingonmysidethinkingaboutMasabatha,

she'slikemylittlesisterandwealwayslookoutfor

oneanother.Itbreaksmyhearttoseeherthis

unhappy,shedeservesallthehappinessinthe

world.Ifellhisstrongarmssnakingaroundmy

body,hepullsmeclosertohimandstartedrubbing

myhugebumpwhilespooning.



Me:Iloveyou

Mnqobi:Iloveyoutoo

Me:canIaskyouaquestion?

Mnqobi:anythingmaBhengu

Me:doesNkosanatalkaboutmarryingMasabatha?

Mnqobi:yohbabe,Ican'tremember,wetalkabout

alotofthingsplusit'sbeenawhilesincewe

actuallymetandreallyspokebutIknowheloves

herverymuch

Me:she'soverwhelmedhey,thepregnancy,Soso

andIthinkwithallofussettlingdownshefeelsleft



out.

Mnqobi:gettingmarriedisnotaracesthandwa

sami,it'sabigstep.WhenthetimecomesNkosana

willdorightbyher.Ifthere'sonethingourfathers

taughtus,it'sresponsibility,shemustfocusonher

pregnancyandnoteverythingelse.

Me:Iwasjustaskingsincehisyourbrother

Mnqobi:shemuststopsecondguessinghimplus

I'mmoreclosetoYanda,wealmostthesameage.If

Nkosanaisplanningsomething,thebestpersonto

askisNtsika,theyareinseparable

Me:youranswersareenough,Iwasn'tplanningto

goaroundplayingdetective.

Mnqobi:areyoureadyforthewedding?



Me:soexcited…Oohyesonemorequestion

Mnqobi:I'mlistening

Me:IknowthiswillsoundcrazybutNtsikiandI

wanttodoadoublewedding

Mnqobi:yohyohyoh

Me:comeonbabe,thinkaboutit

Mnqobi:yeses,whatisthis…Disney?

Me:pleaseMpungose

Mnqobi:I'msogoingtoregretthis



Me:thankyou,thankyousthandwasenhliziyoyami

(theloveofmyheart)

Mnqobi:"GoodluckconvincingYanda",hechuckled

Me:I'mleavinghimtohiswoman,onlysheknows

whichbuttonstopress

Mnqobi:youdidn'tpressanybuttons

Me:that'swhatyouthink

Mnqobi:Iwillfuckyoutillyoupassout

Me:youwouldn'tdare,youwilltraumatizethebaby



Mnqobi:Ican'twaitformybabytocomeout

becauseyouusehimforeverything.

Igiggledashestartsticklingme

________

Nkosana

Iflopnexttoher,pantingwithsweatdripping,Ican

nevergetenoughofhersweetpussy.Shetaste

evenbetternowthatshe'spregnant,IIovemygirl.

Me:Iloveyousomuchdynamite

Sabatha:Iloveyoutoo

Me:ngikuthengeleizigqebhezanazakholezi



ozithandayo(Iboughtyouyourfavoriteminiskirts)

Sabatha:HlaseI'mpregnant,whenlasthaveyou

seenmeinmyskirts

Me:hawuziyakufanelanje(theylookgoodonyou)

pluseasyaccessforme

Sabatha:"thankyou",shesaidbored

Me:theyhavespecialpaddingtoaccommodatethe

babybump

Sabatha:"Okaythankyou",shesaidcoldly

Me:didIdosomethingwrong?

Sabatha:"yes…youbroughtthatgirlintoourlives,



she'smakingmylifealivinghell.Apartofme

wantedhertoloosethatpregnancy",shebreaks

down

Me:I'msorrymaNdlovu,fromnowonIwilldeal

withSoso,IloveyouandIdon'twanthertostress

youlikethis,okay

Sabatha:nonono,Iwillseethisthrough.Iwillnot

handyouovertoheronasilverplatter,that's

exactlywhatshewants.Iwillnotallowhertowin.

Me:okayhowabout,mymomdealswithher,that

wayyouwillbefineandshewon'thavetodealwith

me.

Sabatha:Iwillseethisthrough

Me:Masabatha!



Sabatha:pleasegivemespace

Me:sothatyoucancry?No,I'mstayingrighthere

ShecriesassheturnedtotheothersideandIheld

herfrombehind,eachsniffscausingmyheartto

ache,GodknowsIwoulddoanythingtopreventher

fromcryingandhurtingbutrightnowI'moutof

ideas..

___________

Nkanyezi

I'mlyingonmybedhavingastaringcompetition

withtheceiling.I'msoexcitedIcan'tevensleep,

tomorrowNkosazaneKhozawillfallundermy

name.Norwoodsoundsbetter,Sindiifonlyyou



wereherema,yoursonStarr.Iknowyouareproud

ofme,IknowIdon'tacknowledgeyoubutIwant

youtoknowthatIforgiveyou,thankyoufornot

throwingmeintherubbishbin,IloveyouSindi

Myeza.

Ifoundmyselfwipingthetearsforminginthe

cornerofmyeyes,soonIwillhavekidsrunning

aroundcallingmedad.Iquicklyputanendtomy

emotionalmoment,I'mamanI'mnotsupposedto

befeelingthisway,Idialmybeautifullady.

Zane:"Norwood",shesaidsoftly

Me:Hermosa!...DidIwakeyouup?

Zane:it'salright,iseverythinggood?What'swrong?

Me:everythingisgood,I'mmissingyou



Zane:youhavebeencrying,yourvoiceisscratchy

Me:amandoesn'tcry

Zane:youforgetthatyouaremine

Me:fine,Iwasn'tcryingthough,justthinking.I

guessI'mhappyandalittlesadthatmymomisn't

heretowitnessthis

Zane:Nkanyezi,youjustsaidmom?

Me:yesI'mreferringtoSindi

Zane:what?



Me:Iknowit'scrazyright

Zane:it'sreallygoodbutmaPrettywillbehere,so

allisnotlost

Me:Iguess,Ican'twaittomarryyoutomorrow

Hermosa

Zane:metoo

Me:Ican'twaittoburymyselfinsidemyflower,I

missyousomuch

Zane:comeandgetme

Me:areyoucrazy?

Zane:it'snotmyfaulttheydecidedtodothebridal



partydaysaheadofthewedding,nowallIthinkof

isyou

Me:giveme10minutes

Zane:thisissoexciting,justbringmebackat5am

Me:noproblem,waitinsidethepremises,Iwilltell

youwhenI'moutside,don'twearpanties

Zane:OKdaddy
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Youwillbemyshiningstarfromafar

~SindiMyeza

Hekilledtheenginebythegate,hedevouredher

delicatelipsandpulledoutsatisfied.Theygiggled

thinkingoftheamazingnighttheysharedtogether.

Nka:nowgobeforetheyrealizeyoudidn'tsleepat

home

Zane:myflowerisonfire,mygoshNorwood

Nka:youcominghometonight,Iwillmakeitworth

yourwhile



Zane:letmego,seeyoujustnow

Nka:I'msoexcited

Zane:metoo

Zanequicklyopenedthedoorandsteppedout,she

thenfixedherself.Nkanyezichuckledathersight.

Nka:byehermosa

Zane:"I'llbetheoneinwhite",shescreamedasshe

sprintedtowardsthegate

Nkabroughttheenginetolifeanddroveoff.Zane

quietlygotherselfinsidethehouse,shetiptoedbut

stoppedathertrackswhenshesawhermother's

seatedintheloungeareasippingontheircoffee.



Ntombi:there'snoneedforthat,sodickhasturned

youtothis?

Zane:"I…Ijustwentoutforfreshair,justtogather

mythoughtsbeforeIwalkdowntheaisle",

Nontandogiggled

Ntando:wewerebornyesterday,soit'sokay

Nondu:ohpleaseNkosazane,weknowyoudidn't

sleephere,Kadeudliwa(youwerebeingsexed)the

wholenight,lifemustbegoodneh

Pretty:I'mtellingyou,Ienvytheseyoungsters,we

weretoldtostayindoorsbeforethewedding

imagine,howboring.

Ntombi:exactlybafazi,youknowEnhleusedto



sneakoutthehousetooandNkosenyeandI

pretendedwedidn'tknow

Ntando:nowit'sNkosazane,yeyyiziyalithanda

isendenaziizingane(thesegirlslovedick)

Nondu:whowouldn't?

Zane:canIgo?

Theytotallyignoredherastheycarriedon

conversingasifNkosazanewasn'tthere,she

watchedthemdoinghighfivesandclinkingtheir

coffeemugs.Shethenmadeherwaytoherroom,

onlytofindallhersistersseatedpatientlyaround

herbed.

Enhle:reallyZane,thedaybeforeyourwedding



Zane:relaxI'mherenow

Enhle:don'ttellmetorelax,Iwasfreakingout

thinkingyouhadcoldfeetandranaway,butmom

assuredmeyouarefine,apparentlytheysawyou

leavinglastnight

Zane:what?Really?Shit

Enhle:relax,theyunderstand

Zane:didbabaseemeaswell

Enhle:actuallyhistheonethatsawyougalloping

outthegate

Nkosazanecoveredherfaceinembarrassment.

Nandicameouttheensuitechirpyasusual.



Nandi:let'ssoakthesexoff,it'syourweddingday.

Masabathawassnoringonthebed,shewasn't

herselflately.Futhicouldn'tcome,she'sheavily

pregnant.Enhlehadtocomebecauseshewouldn't

missheryoungsistersweddingpregnantornot.

Ntsiki:Nkamustberealgood,foryoutoelopewith

himlikethat

Zane:IwishIcouldtellwuuu…

Sane:Iloveyouguys,youareyoungerthanusbut

yetteachesussomuch.Youalwaysdoyou,it's

beautiful.BythewayMfanafuthiandIareofficially

acoupleandit'sserious

Enhle:"Ithoughtyouwereacoupleallalong?Go



andbathwena",shescoffedatZane

Zane:butIwanttohearthestorytoo

Sane:Iwilltellyouafterthewedding,goandget

ready

Zanedissappearedintotheensuitesulking.

Nandi:Ididn'twanttowakeupthismorning,I

regrettednotsleepingherelastnight

Enhle:sameherebutZaneisdoingthings

differentlyandIcouldn'tbemorehappierbecause

lookatus

Ntsiki:countmeout,I'mnotpregnant



Nandi:sinceyounotpregnant,whydon'tyougo

andmakebreakfastforthebride

Ntsiki:I'mjokingI'mpregnanttoo.

TheyalllaughedasNtsikimadeherwayout,going

tothekitchen

******

Nkanyezi

Ntwenhlearrivedwithhissuitinhishandsfollowed

byLangaanddad.

Me:wherearethekids?

Langa:IdroppedoffCaranewiththeladies,they



offeredtodressherup

Ntwe:Enhletookthetwinswithheraswell

Nka:cool,I'msogladIdon'thavetorushtochurch,

mywife'splanissuberb

Andre:isthatwhyyounotready?

Nka:youveryclever

Andre:Iwillmoeryoulytie,justbecauseyougetting

marriedyouthinkyouaresomething

Nka:whyareyousogrumpy?Issaltkillingyou

Andre:shutup,anywayI'mheretomakesureyou

aregood,I'mmeetingthegentsshortly.



Nka:thanksdad,everythingisgood.Ijustneedto

getreadyandwewillmeetincourt

Andreleftwhiletheguyssettledtheirsuitsneatly

onthecouch.

Nka:letmegocleanupandwecangobutwewill

havetocomebackherethengotothevenue

Ntwe:remindmeagain,whyareyouguysdoing

thingsdifferently?

Nka:becauseweareunique

Ntwe:butguysthedrivingupanddown

Nka:Ididn'tcomplainatyourwedding,forthefirst



timeinhistorythegroomwaslatedismallyand

whatdidIdo,Ismilednexttoyounaweke(youtoo)

smile

Ntwe:youknow,Ialmostgotkilledbythatnutcase

soIhadavalidreason

Nka:"smile",hedissappearedupthestairs

Ntwe:andyou,whyareyousoquiet?

Langa:doyouthinkNethewillbethere?

Ntwe:stayoutofCharlie'sbusiness,didn'the

confirmthatshe'shisgirlfriend.Yousnoozedand

youlost,acceptit.

Langa:Iguessyouareright



Ntwe:"cheerup,yourbrotherisgettingmarried",

Langasmiledatthethoughtofthat

******

Nkosazane

Zane:"theitineraryisonmyphonepleaseshareit

witheveryone,sotheycanstopcallingmeand

askingmesillyquestions",shegulpedthe

Cranberryjuiceasshedownhergreasybreakfast

Sabatha:"peoplearealergictochange",shesaid

withamouthful

Nandi:canyouswallowfirstmadam,wedon'twant

toseeyourchewingparty



Sabatha:leavemealone,thisisnotthePalace

Theyalllaughed,shecontinuedeatingmindyou,it's

hersecondhelping.Ntombiwalkedinsmiling.

Ntombi:"weareleavingforcourt,wewillmeetyou

there",shekissedkissedZaneonhercheekthen

sheturnedtoMasabatha."doyouneedmorefood

mybaby?"

Sabatha:"thatwasenough,thankyouma"she

lookeddownshylyandNtombiwalkedout.

Ntsiki:pregnancyisshowingyouandFuthiflames

bethunana

Sabatha:"stopmakingfunofme",shestarted

cryingbutafewtearsescalated,shewasnow



cryinghysterically

Ntsiki:I'msorry,hisdynamite.Iwasjoking

Enhle'sstaredatherworried,shesteppedouttoget

Nkosana,afterafewminutestheywalkedbackin

followingeachother.

Nkosa:"Masabatha",butshedidn'tstop

Hegentlyhoistedherupandledouttheroom,

hopingtofindanemptyguestroom.

Zane:issheokay?

Enhle:obviouslynot,butweneedtogetgoing.

Thensuddenlypeople'sphonesbeepedastheir



receivedtheitineraryofthedaysentbyNandi.

"TheeNorwoodweddingitinerary"

10am:signingceremonyincourt(familyonly)

1pm:photoshootattheOysterbox(familyand

friends)

2pm:fingerfoodsatOysterbox

4pm:exchangingofvowsatthePieruMhlanga

5pm:ReceptionattheOysterbox

Nandi:sent



Zane:thankyou

******

Atcourt

Thefamilygatheredastheyawaitedtheirturntobe

calledbutbecausetherewasalotofthemthey

couldonlyallow10peopleinside,thereststayedin

thewaitingroom.ItwasNtwenhle,Andre,Pretty,

Ntombi,Nkosenye,Mthobisi,Ntando,Busani,Nondu,

Nkosanaasthetwin.Theywitnessthecouple

signingandbeingblessedasamarriedcouple.

Whentheycameouttherestofthefamilycheered

astheymadetheirwayout,walkingintotheir

respectivecars.

******



Nethe

Shecontemplatedasshestaredatherturquoise

dressthatsheboughtataChineseshopdowntown

Durban.Itwasbeautifulbutdoesshewanttogoto

theweddingandriskbumpingintoCharlie,she

squashedthedressandshoveditintothesuitcase

andsheheavedasigh.Shethrewherselfonthe

singlequiltmattressshejustboughtatMansel

Durban,shethentypedamessagetoZane.

*I'msorryfordissapointingyouonceagainmy

friendbutIwon'tmakeittoyourwedding,mymom

isverysickandIcannotleaveheralone.Sendme

pictures,Iknowyourweddingwillbebeautiful,all

thebestforyouandNkanyezi*

Shethenpressedsentasshewipedthetears

formingatthecornersofhereyes.
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Love,happinessandsandyfeet

Thesunissmilingbeautifullyasitreachesoutits

rays,leavingarejuvenatingfeelinginourbodies.

Wehavebeenatitforhoursnow,strikingposesas

thephotographerssnappedpicturesofusandour

families.Ifthere'sonethingIwantperfect,it'sthese

picturesbecauseIwilltreasurethemforever.I'm

standingnexttomyprincecharming,Ifeelhisarms

snakingaroundmywaistIlookathimovermy

shoulderandgiggle,Iseeaflash,thenNkanyezi



startedticklingmeandIburstoutlaughing,the

flashesdidn'tstopbutIdon'tmindbecauseIwill

tellthemnottousethosepictures.

Soyoualreadyknowthatwearedifferenttoday.

Sanehookedmeupwithamattelook,Ifeelfresh.

Wedecidedonbreakingalltherules,insteadofthe

usualwhitedress,Isettledforarosegold

shimmeringmermaidgownwithanextralongtail

soitcansweepthesandasImakemygrand

entrance,it'sanopenback,sleeveless.Ilovethe

wayithugsmythickbody.Youknowbynowmy

jewelleryisallrosegold,Iliterallyfeellikeroyalty.

Sinceweatthebeach,wearen'twearingshoesso

I'mwearingmyrosegoldbarefootsandaljewelry,it

complimentsmybeautifullypedicuredfeet.My

momgiftedmewithablingyrosegoldtiarasinceI

willalwaysbetheirlittleprincess.

Ipersonallydressedmyhusbandtobe.Hiswearing

aslimfitcrispwhiteshirtandwhitetrousersthatI



instructedhefoldsabittoavoiditfromgettingdirty,

webrokeitoffwithablushjacquardtuxedoanda

blackbowtie,boyohboyhelooksyummy.

Obviouslyhisalsonotwearingshoes.Thephoto

shootisdone,wequicklyslidintoourslopsand

headbacktotheOysterboxchamberstocatcha

breatherwhileourguestsindulgeinthe

scrumptiousfingerfoods.

*****

I'mstandingbythewindowoverlookingthePier,

youcanclearlyseeitfromthethechambers.It's

looksbreathtaking,Istillcan'tbelieveIpulleditoff,

it'samazingwhatmoneycandoforyou.Ihadtogo

extratogetthemtoagreetosetupforourvowsat

verysameplaceNkanyeziproposedtome,Istill

rememberthatdaylikeitwasyesterday.The

glisteninglightsreflectingonthewaves,thebreeze,

thepresentsandhissweetwords,godamnIlove

thatman.



MyfatherputhisfootdownbecauseIwantedhim

herewithmerightnowbutNkosenyeisNkosenye

heplaintolduswearepushingitnowandthatwe

mustatleastrespecttheeldersandNkanyezi…that

traitoragreedmxm.Ialreadyhadmysecondbath

andSaneontouchupsbecausenowisthetimefor

metowalkdownthataisleandclaimmyman.The

doorflewopenandmymom,dadandNkosana

walkedin.

Ntombi:"Ican'tbelieveyoureallyleavingme",she

cried

Ipulledherintomyembracethenquicklypulledout

tofanmyself,tryingsohardnottocry,Sanewould

killmeifIsmudgehermasterpiece.

Me:I'mnotleavingyouNtombikababa,I'mjust

movingnextdoor



Nkosi:Ntombizanepleasetakecareofyourselfmy

princess,begoodtoyourhusbandbutrememberif

youfeelyoucan'thandlemydooriswideopen.I

believeNkanyeziisgoodboy,hehasproven

himselfsomanytimes,Ihaveranoutofthingsto

faulthimwith.Whichiswhyweareheretoday,it's

sohardformebutI'myourdaddyNkosazane

pleasedon'treplaceme.

Me:"Iwillneverreplaceyoudad,youholdaspecial

placeinmyheart,justnexttoNkanyeziisyou",they

laughed

Ntombi:itwon'talwaysberosymybaby,youwillbe

tried,youwillhavesadtimesbutthatdoesn'tmean

giveup,letyourlovefightforyouandyousupportit

withprayerprincess.Youpraytillyouweepandyou

willseethefruits,butlikeyoufatherstated,our

doorisopen.



Me:thankyouforeverything,it'sbecauseofyouI

amhere,Iknowwhatlovesisjustbywatchingyou

Theyallhugged,NkosenyeturnedtoNkosana.

Nkosi:andwena,what'syourstory?

Nkosa:I'mworkingonitdad

Nkosi:"Iwillwaitforyououtside",hesaidto

Nkosazane,Inodded.

NkosanastaredatZanewithglisteningeyes.

Nkosa:so.Thisisit?

Me:yeah,there'snogoingback



Nkosa:youmyloveandthatwon'tchangebecause

ofNkanyezi,hechuckled

Me:"whatiswrongwithyouKhozamen?HowamI

supposedtosqueezeyouandyourfatherinmy

littleheart",Ichuckled

Nkosa:youwillmakeaplan,becauseIwaswith

youfromdayone,Iwillnotallowyoutochuckme

aside

Me:"howcanIdothattoyoumylove?Betweenme

andyou,youaremynumberone",Iwhispered

Nkosa:comehere,hepulledmeintohisembrace,

I'mwishingyounothingbuthappinessandif

Nkanyezimakesyoucry,Iwillkillhimpersonally.



Me:Iknowandmylove…Masabathaisnotokay,do

youwantmetoinvestigatefurther?

Nkosa:it'sSoso,shejustneedstorest.Iwillget

momtohandleher.Ihateseeingherlikethis

knowingit'smyfault

Me:okaythen

Nkosa:Iwillbeoutsidewithdad,Inodded

*****

TheguestsarenowseatedbythePierwaitingin

anticipation,Icanseethephonesonstandby

waitingtocapturethemoment.InthefarendIcan

catchaglimpseofNkanyezilookingdashingnext

tohimNtwenhle.Wedecidednottohave

bridesmaidsandgroomsmenbecausethere'sjust



toomuchgoingon,withthepregnanciesandwhat

not.Soit'sNtweashisbestmanandNkosanaas

mybestmanitonlymakessense.Iwassosadto

findoutthatNethewon'tmakeitforthewedding,I

wasreallyhopingtoseehersowecanchatabout

herfuture,IguessIwilldealwiththatafterthe

wedding.

TheTiffanychairsareoneithersideofthepier,the

placeisadornedwithfreshflowers.Irequestedfor

awhitecarpetinthemiddlefortheaisle.Ourarchis

slightlydecoratedwithfreshflowersandRevKevin

iswaitingpatientlytoblessus.Ifeelmydad

hookinghisarmintertwiningitwithmines,welet

thekidsdotheirthings,Idecidedtomakeallthe

littliesflowersgirlsbecausethefightwas

unbearablebetweenCarane,Ntandokazi,Khanyisile

andNokukhanyasoyeptheyareallintheirpink

tutudresses,lookinglikelittleballerina'sandyep

theyareallcarryingtheirlittlebasketfilledwithrose

petals.Theygracefullydroptheirpetalsasthey

imitatewalkingontheirtoes,Iseetheguests

coveringtheirmouthbecausetheyarenotallowed



tolaugh,nomatterhowfunnyitis.

Thentheshowbizlinedupintheirblackandwhite

tuxedosbutweoptedforshortssinceit'satthe

beach,theseboyswillbreakheartswhentheare

older.It'sDingane,NtandoandQalakahlethering

bearersandoursecurity,Nkosanachuckledasthey

ledhimin.Ihiredanacapellagrouptodothe

singing,toavoidthetroubleoftryingtoget

electricitybythePier.

Theystartedhummingatthepastorssignal,Itooka

deepbreathandgavemydadanod.Theygroup

eruptedinasongbySavageGarden"IKnewILoved

You",theguestsallroseattheirfeet.

Maybeit'sintuition

Butsomethingsyoujustdon'tquestion

Likeinyoureyes

Iseemyfutureinaninstant



andthereitgoes

IthinkI'vefoundmybestfriend

Iknowthatitmightsoundmorethan

alittlecrazybutIbelieve

[chorus:]

IknewIlovedyoubeforeImetyou

IthinkIdreamedyouintolife

IknewIlovedyoubeforeImetyou

Ihavebeenwaitingallmylife

Wemakeourwaydowntheaisleandthesoundof

wavescrashingintoshore,givesmeassuranceand

thebreezesealseverything.I'msmilingfromearto

earasIspotmyfamilyamongstthecrowdbeaming

withhappiness,theymustbeproudofme.Icansee

maPrettywipingtearsaftertearsshemustbe



chuffedbythemanNkanyeziturnedouttobe,I

won'tmentionmymother's,theireyesarepuffy…all

criedoutIguess.Mydad'sgriptightensasweget

closerandclosertoNkanyezi,thewayheis

standingtappinghisonefootandhishands

claspedinfrontofhislowerabdomen,hemustbe

nervousandimpatientatthesametime.

Finallywearrivedandmydadshakehishandand

handsmeoverratherimmediately,avoidingthe

wholeemotionalmumbojumbo.Oureyeslockas

weinvoluntarysmile.RevKevhavebeen

counselingandmarryingourfamilyforsometime

now,heislikefamilytous.

RevKev:welcomebrethrentoyetanotherbeautiful

daywherebytwowillbemadeone.Ijustlovethis

familysomuch,IfeellikeIknowthemsowell,I

startedworkingwiththeparentsandnowI'mhere

withtheirchildrenandIpraythatI'mblessed

enoughtojointheirgrandchildrentoo.Thisistruly



ablessing,soNkanyeziandNkosazanewhatafun

pair.

Hecontinuedsharingallthefunnyencounterswe

hadaspartofourmarriagecounseling,bythetime

hewasdonetheguestwererollingonthefloorwith

laughter,Thenheopenedinprayer.

RevKev:whogivesthebride?

Mydadroseupreluctantly

Nkosi:Ido

Thenhesharedthescripturefocusingonloveand

respect.Hesharedsomethingsoprofound,that

marriagedoesn'treallycomewithamanuel,you

canattendcounseling,seminarstheworksbut

nothingcanevertellyouhowtokeepyourmarriage



becausepeoplearedifferentandwhatworksforme

won'tworkforyoubutit'stheloveandrespectyou

giveeachotherthatgivesyouaplatformtobeable

toovercomewhateverchallengesyoumayface.

Thenhesaidcoverallofthatwithalotofprayer

thenputGodatthecentreofyourunionandenjoy

thefruits.Theacapellagroupblesseduswitha

songbyTravisGreene"youwaitedforme"

Youcalledoutmyname

Knewmypast,coveredmyshame

Thisamazinggrace

You'veshown,sopatiently

You'veshown,sopatiently

AndYou,waitedforme

Justforme

Forme

You,waitedforme

Justforme



Forme

WherewouldIbe?IfYouleftmeGod

AttheendofthesongNkanyeziandIwerecrying

sobadly,reminiscingallthetrialswehavebeen

throughtogethere,andifGoddidn'twaitforus,if

Heleftuswesurewouldn'tbehere.I'mburried

deepintohisembraceashewetsmybackwithhis

owntears,Idon'twanttoevenlookatourguest

becausejudgingbythesniffs,Iwouldjustbreak

down.AfterawhileIpulloutandgathermyself,he

smilesatmeasreassurance.Iglancedathissuit

andit'ssmudgedalloverwithmymakeandI

secretlythanktheheavensthephotoshootisdone.

RevKev:thecouplewouldlovetosharetheirown

vows.

Webothtakedeepbreaths



Nka:whatisastarwithoutatwinkle?It'sjustadull,

gloomyanduseless.NkanyeziwithoutNkosazane

isabsolutelydust.Youarebeautifulandintelligent

butthat'snotwhywearehere.Weareherebecause

IneedyoutobreathZane,Ineedyoutofunction,

youaremytwinkle.Peopleseemetodayandenvy

mebuttheydon'tknowHermosa,theydon'tknow

thestateyoufoundmein,theyweren'ttherewhen

youpickedmeupeverytimeIfell,theydidn'tsee

youriskingyourlifejustsothatthislowlifeissafe.

Youcookedforme,youtookcareofmeand

showedmethatlifeisworthliving.Iloveyouso

muchNkosazane,IwishIcouldripoutmyheart

frommychestandshowyouhowitbeatsforyou.

I'msoexcitedtostartthisjourneywithyoumy

princess.Ipromisetolove,respect,supportyou

andbringyounothingbuthappiness.Iwillleadand

protectourhome,Iwilltreasuremysourceoflight

tilltheendoftimebecausewithoutitI'mnothing.I

loveyouNkosazaneKhoza.

Me:whatisaprincesswithoutaprince?It'sjusta



meaninglesscrown,adoomedcastleandawaste

ofroyalblood.ButNkanyeziyoubringsomuch

colorinmylife,somuchlife.I'manemptyvessel

withoutyou,Imdeadinside.Itriedyouknow,Ireally

didbutitwasnotasfulfilling,somethingwas

missing,youweremissing.Myknightinshinning

armour.Peopleenvymeaswell,theywantapiece

ofthishandsomeness,mantheyarecluelessthe

tearsIhaveshed,deathwasonefootinbutyou

yankedmeoutifitbecausemyJetLiwouldbe

damnedbeforeanythinghappenstohisHermosa.

Youthinkiamthepillarthatisholdingyouup?

NkanyeziyouaretheairthatIbreathe,mysourceof

energy.Ifeelsoalive,Iwanttoconquertheworld

withyoubymyside.YougivemelifeNkanyeziand

I'mclaimingyoutodayandwillneverletyougo,soI

willholdthosepillarsforaslongasyougiveme

strength.Ipromisetolove,respect,supportyouand

bringyounothingbuthappiness.Iwillforever

treasuremysourceofenergytillItakemylast

breath,IloveyouNkanyeziNorwood.



Thegueststartedululatingwhilesomedrawout

tissuesanddabbedtearsoutoftheireyes.RevKev

beamsatus.Wefollowedhisinstructionsaswe

slidinourrings.

Rev:withthepowerbestoweduponme,Inowgive

yourMrandMrsNorwood.

TheguestscheeredandRevKevblessedourunion,

thenthekiss,wekeptitbrief,wedon'thavetoprove

anythingtoanyone.

Thisisthehappiestdayofmylifeaswemakeour

waydowntheaisleleavingthePierourabsolute

favoritehangoutspotfromthetimeswewerestill

inuniversity.Todayweareactuallygettingmarried

onthesamespot,howdevine?Weshouldcarveour

namesonitalready,phelathisplacewasbuiltfor

us.



******

Thereceptionfollowedat6pmattheOysterBox,it

waschilledandrelaxed.Ichangedintoamore

comfortabledressandNkanyezitomore

comfortableclothes.Therewasplentytoeatandto

drink,bothourfamilieshavingsuchfun.Wewere

abouttocallitanightjustsowecaninitiateour

husbandandwifetitlewhenthemanagertoldus,

complimentsfromthehotelwescoredourselvesa

romanticnightinoneofthechambers,the

excitementonmyfacewasunmissable.

Nka:shouldwedissappearnow?

Me:hellyeah

Justaswewereabouttogoanoldladycalledout

Nkanyezi,shewasn'tfamiliar.



Nka:excuseme

Her:youareSindi’ssonright?

Nka:yes,hesaidnarrowinghiseyes

Her:wellI'myourgrandma,I'mSindiandPretty's

mother

MaPrettycamefromnowhere.

Pretty:whatareyoudoinghere?

Her:whendidyoubecomethisevilPretty?

Pretty:leavenow



Her:notheymusthearit,youkilledmyhusbandas

ifthatwasn'tenough,youarekeepingmy

grandchildrenawayfromme?Whenweregoingto

tellmeaboutSindi’ssonheh?

Pretty:stop,just...st

Shefelloninthefloor
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Outsidetheward



Pretty'smom:Iwanttoseemydaughterletmein

Nurse:younotallowedinhere,pleaseleavebeforeI

callsecurity

Pretty'smom:pleaseIneedtotalktoher

Nurse:nocan'tdo,pleaseleave

ShestartedscreamingloudenoughforPrettyto

hearherasthenursepushedherfurtherout.

Pretty'smom:I'msorrymybaby,Ididn'tmeanto

upsetyou,Ionlycametoapologize.Pretty…Pretty…

Pretty

MeanwhileinsidethewardPrettyheavedasighof

relief,shewasn'treadytotalktohermom,she



didn'tthinkshewillfeelsomuchhateaftersomany

years.Ifthere'sonethingsheknowsisthatshe

won'tdiewithaheavyheartbutjustnotnow.The

nursereturnedafterafewminutes.

Nurse:I'msorry,shouldshebebanned.Wedon't

wantyoustressingremember?

Pretty:nodon'tbanher,Iwillcallherandsetupa

timetotalk.Ijustdon'thavetheenergyrightnow

Nurse:"yourdoctorwillbehereduringlunchtime,

imgetsomerestsolong",shesmiled

Pretty:"Thankyou",sheleft

******



Shedozedoffforanhourandwokeuptoaroom

filledwitheyesstaringather.

Pretty:"youdorealizeyouareboringholesatme",

theychuckled

Sizwe:howareufeeling?

Pretty:I'mgreat,justapanicattack

Sane:youscaredusma

Pretty:"I'msorrymybaby,Ican'twaitfortheZulu's

tocome,wegottheletter",shesaidshiftingthe

attentionawayfromher

Sizwe:wedon'tevenknowthem,ifyouaskme

bayaphaphanje(theyareforwardnje)



Pretty:butSaneknowsthem,lookatthatsmile

plasteredonherface,pleasetellmeyoucansee

that

Sizwe:Idon'tlikethatboy,hisshaddy

Sane:pleasedon'ttorturemymanMpungose

becauseIwillelopewithhimandyouwillneversee

meagain

Sizwe:YouseePrettyone,thisiswhyIhatehim.

Justafewminutesmydaughterseesnothingbut

him

Pretty:don'tbejealous,wherearethekids?

Sizwe:theysleptbytheKhoza’s,Ididn'twantto

upsetthem



Pretty:goodandNkanyezi,whyareyousoquiet?

Nka:"whydidn'tyoutellmeabouther?",Hesaid

sadly?

Pretty:it'salongstorybutIwillwhenIgetoutof

here.I'msorry

Nka:Ineedtogo

HestormedoutwithSanecallingafterhim.

Sizwe:weneedtotellthekidsPrettyone,they

deservetoknow.Thingsarealreadyspiralingoutof

controlbabe.Youdon'twanttospendyourlast

dayskeepingsecrets



Pretty:IwilltellthemafterSane'sceremony

Sizweheavedasighedandrubbedhistemples

___________

Masabatha

Shestretchedherarmsasshewokeup,shewas

shockedtofeelabodynexttoher,Nkosanais

normallyupandstartinghisday.

Sabatha:Nkosa!

Nkosa:mmmh

Sabatha:youlate



Nkosa:lateforwhat?

Sabatha:tostartyourday

Nkosa:"mydayisrightnexttome",hepeckedher

lips,"goodmorningsunshine"

Sabatha:morninghandsome

Nkosa:arewehavingalazydaytoday?

Sabatha:yesplease

Nkosa:orderorshouldImakebreakfast?

Sabatha:youmustmakeplease,theyorderedone



isalwayssmall

Nkosa:Ithoughtwehavingalazyday?

Sabatha:youshouldn'thavegivenmeoptions

Nkosa:come,wewillmakethisbreakfasttogether

Sabatha:awngekengikhathele(nowayI'mtired)

Nkosa:ukhathazweyiniuvukanje?(whatmadeyou

tired,youjustwokeup?)

Sabatha:leavemealoneplease

Nkosanapulledheroutofbedwhining,theymade

theirwaytotheirensuite,theybrushedtheirteeths

andwashedtheirface.



Sabatha:Ihavesomethingtoshowyou

Nkosa:whatisit?

Sabatha:followme

Theywentbackintotheirbedroom,theychanged

intomorecomfortableclothes,Masabathadrewout

scanpicturesoutofherbag.

Sabatha:here

Nkosa:"ohyeah",hesaidexcitedlybuthequickly

putthemdown

Sabatha:shehadthemdeliveredfewdaysagoand

Iforgottoshowyou.



Nkosa:ohOK,whenisyournextappointment?

Sabatha:Nkosanayoucan'tjustignoreit,whatifit's

yourkid?

Nkosa:untilthen,Idon'twanttoconnect.Ihatethis

thingwithSososomuch,it'shardtoevenpretend.

Sabatha:Ijustdon'twanttobepaintedasabad

personjustbecauseyouwithmeandyournot

connectingwithyourchild

Nkosa:comelet'sgomakebreakfastandstop

sayingmychild

Hepulledheroutoftheroom



_______

Charlie

HetriedNethe'sphonefortheumpteenthtimebut

nothing,hewasscaredtoaskNtsikaforhelp

becausethenhewillhavetoexplainwhyNethe

wasn'ttalkingtohim.Accordingtoeveryonethey

aredating.

Charlie:whatwasIthinking?Fuckingpickupthe

fuckingphoneman…argh

Hecoveredhisheadwithapillowandscreamed,

thenthethoughtofher,theloveofhisliferestored

himwithinseconds,hequicklygotdressed.Acall

camethroughhisburnerphone,hegroaned

becauseheknewwhoitwas.



Charlie:dad

Pablo:Carloshaslanded,tailhim

Charlie:thisisgettingboring

Pablo:justbringmeMarciaandyoucando

whateveryouwantafterwards

Charlie:Ididn'tcomeheretospyonoldpeople,but

tostartover

Pablo:Iknowson,justthislasttime

Charlie:FINE

________



HourslaterCarlosemergedoutofthewaitingarea

atKingShakaInternationalAirport,pullinghis

luggage.Hesmiledcoylywhenhiseyesmetwith

beautifulMarcia.Asoldasshewas,shewasstill

dropdeadgorgeousandwithabodytokill.

Carlos:Mihermosadama(mybeautifullady)

Marcia:Mihombreguapo(myhandsomeman)

Theykissedbrieflyandsuddenlytheywereboth

excitedabouttheirunion.

Carlos:thingsaremessedup,weneedtoget

throughLorenzosoweknowwhatPablois

planning

Marcia:Idon'tknowCarlos,Lorenzowasmore



interestedinusashisparentsbutsomethingisoff

abouthim.Istillthinkyoushouldhavetoldmeyou

know

Carlos:Ididn'twanttoriskyourlife,youknowI

won'tsurviveshouldsomethinghappentoyou

Marcia:ithurtsbecauseallthiswhileIthoughtmy

babydiedmeanwhilehisoutthere

Carlos:I'msorry,Ialsofoundoutafewyearsago

whichiswhywehadtofakethisdivorcesothat

Pablodoesn'tlinkyoutousorthebaby

Marcia:whathappened?

Carlos:Yourfatherstolemerchandiseworth60

milliondollarsfromPablo



Marcia:what?Why?

Carlos:greed

Marcia:fuck…eseviejo(thatoldman)

_______

Unknowndestination

Acallcamethroughhisburnerphone.

Him:hello

Voice:Ihavedonemypart,it'stimetodoyours

Him:speakoldman



Voice:I'vedeliveredyourprey,it'stimetopounce

Him:there'salotatstakeman,Ineedhelp

Voice:don'tbeapussy,thatmangavethose

leechesyourmerchandise,freeofcharge.Hisright

underyournose….KILLHIM

Him:andthekid?

Voice:killeverythingthatstandsinyourwaybut

bringthewomantome

Him:itwasapleasuredoingbusinesswithyou

Voice:wenotfriends,thiswasaonceifthing
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Ntsiki

Shewasonthephonewithhermom,things

seemedabitsmooth,foroncetheyweren'ttalking

aboutmoneyorateachother'sthroatinsteadthey

wereactuallyhavinganiceflowingconversation.

Ntsiki:likeIsaidwedecidedonadoublewedding

mama,justtosavetimeandadmin

Mom:ahwellwhatcanIsay,eventhoughIwanted



toabigweddingjustforyoubutIguessadouble

weddingisevenbigger

Ntsiki:itwillbebigmama,I'msoexcited

Mom:I'msoproudofyousanalwami,I'msorryI

haven'tbeenembracingyoubutI'mproudandI've

alwaysknownyoutobestrong

Ntsiki:it'sokay,howaremysiblings?

Mom:Mkhuselijuststormedout,hehadafightwith

Nokuzola,youknowhowtheyare

Ntsiki:isZolacloseby,Iwanttosayhi

Mom:noshehaslockedherselfinherroom,she

hasbeenkeepingtoherselflatelyIdon'tknowwhat



wrongwithher

Ntsiki:Mamayouaretoolenientwithher,Iknow

youthinkyouarelovingherbutyouareactually

spoilingher.Sheisdisrespectfulandhasabad

attitude,shewillhaveproblemsintherealworldI'm

tellingyou

Mom:whatamIdoingwrong?

Ntsiki:alittletoughlovehasneverkilledanyone.

YouknowIhadtodragherouttheboysroomwhen

wegatheredatLiyanda'shouse,insteadofbuilding

afriendshipwiththegirlssheisfollowingboysand

Iknowshewasflirtingwiththem,Ihaveseenhow

shelooksatthem

Mom:yohthischildwillkillme,Iwilldobetter



Ntsiki:please,shehasabrightfutureaheadofher

Mom:youareright…Letmegowakeherup,she

mustwashthecurtains…Thislazygirl

Ntsiki:"I'mnotsayingkillher",shechuckled

Mom:areyoudead?

Ntsiki:no

Mom:ewekemakavuke(yesshemustwakeup)

________

Soso



Shefloppedonhercouch,shethrewherheelsone

side,thenliftedhertopandunstrappedthesilicone.

Hesmirkedassheletitthudonthefloor,thedoor

flewopen,shegotstartledbutrelaxedwhenNelly

waltzin.

Nelly:whyareyousojumpy?

Soso:Ithoughtyouaresomeoneelse

Nelly:likewho?Youknowyourpeopledon'tcare

aboutyou,notevenMasabathacallsyounowadays,

giveupalready

Soso:never,I'mjustgettingstarted

Nelly:forhowlongareyougoingtokeepupwith

this?



Soso:foraslongasIcan.Thatbitchkilledmybaby.

Iwillhurtherwhereithurtsthemost

Nelly:ifyoucarryonlikethisIwillsendyouintoa

mentalinstitution.Youaretheonewhowas

terrorizingMasabathaandshekilledyouwith

kindnessnowyouareactinglikesheowesyou?

Soso:velesheowesme,shekilledmybaby,you

heardwhatthedoctorsaid

Nelly:thedoctorsaidnothing

Soso:Iwilldealwiththatfatbitch,shewon'tknow

whathither.

Nelly:"yourmotherwantsdamages",shechanged

thetopic



Soso:eish,Idon'twanttodealwithDelisileright

now

Nelly:youknowshewon'trest

Soso:argh

Nelly:pleasecleanup,andtakeallyourstufftoyour

room,myboyfriendiscomingover.Idon'twantyou

totraumatizehim.

Soso:FINE

Shegatheredherstuffandheadedltoherroom.

________

AtMthobisi’shouse



ItwasThandolwami,MuzikayiseandNjabulo.

Busani,NkosenyeandMthobisisons,Njabulo

quicklylockedthedoor.Hecoveredhisfacein

fustration.

Thando:relaxhawu,wedidnothingwrong

Muzi:pleasestoptalkingThandobro,clearlyyou

can'tseewhatisatstakehere

Thando:OKfine,whyareyoupanicking?

Njabulo:becausewhatwedidwaswrong,Ifeel

terrible,everydayI'mjustwaitingforthatcrazy

womantocallandtellonus

Muzi:Sameherebro



Thando:OKok…Whywouldshecall?

Njabulo:don'tgettechnicalwithus,sheisSis

Ntsiki'ssister

Thando:velebutwhatisourfaulthere?

Muzi:justshutupThandomfethu,youdon'tknow

obabawena,theywillflippingkillus

Njabulo:Ifeellikerunningawaybro

Thando:yousuchpussies,runwhere?…Relax.

Njabulo:I'mphoningher



Muzi:Nonono,weavoidher,weminimizechances

ofbumpingintoher,letalonetalktoher

Thando:countmeout,Iwantmesomebitchiness

Njabulo:youaresick

Thando:Nokuzolacameintoourroomwhilewe

busyplayingFifa,thegirltellsusshewantsusand

startedundressing….Manje?

Muzi:that'swhenweweresupposedtochaseher

out

Njabulo:butwedidn't…dammit

Thando:yepsoshutthehellupandlet'splay



Thegrabbedtheircontrollersandfixedtheirgaze

onthescreen.

_______

Futhi

Futhi:Noauntdonothirethehall,theweddingwill

takeplaceinDurbannotthatside

Delisile:why?ItmustbehereNtombifuthi,soallmy

friendscanattendandseehowposhmyniece

Futhi:wehavingadoubleweddingwithmysister

wife,yourememberNtsiki?

Delisile:theonewithagun,Ihaven'tforgivenher.



YoumusttellherIhavefriendsatthestationtoo,so

I'mnotscaredofher

Futhi:sheisnoteventhereyazi

Delisile:"goodbecauseIwillbeattheshitoutofher

andwhenI'mdonewithher,Iwillsitonher",Futhi

laughedherlungsout

Futhi:thatwon'tbenecessary,anywayIjustwanted

toletyouknowabouttheweddingsoyoucanalso

tellmyuncles

Delisile:"thisweddingmustbeonTV.Iwilltalkto

myfriendthatworksforOurPerfectweddingso

theycansqueezeyouin",Futhicoveredhermouth

tryingtosuppressherlaugh

Futhi:yesaunt



Delisile:asforyouruselessuncles,they

dissappearedafteryourlobolamoney,I'msureIwill

seethemagainwhentheyarebroke

Futhi:Justphonethem

Delisile:Iwillnotwastemyairtimeonthose

drunkards,nowpleasetellyourlittlebrotherinlaw

thatIwantmycowsheh.Iwantumqhoyisowami

anddamages,howdarehe?.Hebrokemychild's

virginitythenmadeherpregnantuyanya

ngiyazifunaizinkomozami(heisshittingonhimself,

Iwantmycows)

Futhi:pleaseIdon'twanttobeinvolved,talkwith

Soso..Bye

Hehungupimmediately
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Amonthlater

Caution

Theyardwasbuzzingasthefamiliesjoinedhands

toassurethatSanelisiwe’sdaygoessmoothly.The

Zulu’swerecomingtopayfordamages,Pretty

stoodattheentranceofthetent,sheshookher

headdisapproving,shehasbeenfussingabout

everysinglething,thatishowperfectshewants

thistobe.

Sane:Maeverythinglooksfabulous,it’snota

wedding

Pretty:goandgetreadySaneyehhenibakithi,how

manytimesmustItellyoutostayinyourroom

Sane:yohOK,butthisisuneccessary



SizweapproachedjustwhenSanewasaboutto

departfromPretty.

Sizwe:Saneontherealnow,whatdidyouseein

thisboyheh?Therearesomanygoodboysout

thereandyouchoseleyansulukuthu(thatdarkboy)

Sane:Isawyouandtherestofmyfatherdinhim

andngiyayithandainsulukuthiyami(Iovemydark

man)

Sizwe:ungazosbhedelawenauthiubonabani?

(don'ttalknonsense,whodidyousayyouseein

him?)

Sane:youheardmeMpungose,it'sjustthatyouare

suchbulliesbuttakeagoodlookatourmen,they

arejustlikeallofyou.Adaughtermarriesaman

likehisfather…Right?andyesMpungose,Iwantto



marryMfanafuthi

Sizwe:justgoandgetreadybeforeIchangemy

mind

Prettyjustlookedatthensmiling.

Sizwe:Youjuststoodthereinsteadofhelpingme

Pretty:"youdidn'tneedhelp,Saneistellingthetruth,

youhavesetanimageoranexampleratherofhow

agoodmanshouldlooklike.Thegirlshavechosen

andquitefranklytheirpartnersarejustlikeyouall

combined",shesmiled

Sizwe:it'sahardpilltoswallowbecauseinoureyes

nomanisperfectforourprincessesbutwehaveto

giveinatsomepoint



Pretty:"I'msohappythatyoufixedthingswithher

Mpungose,whatasighttobehold",shepeckedhis

lipsandfellonhishardchest,Sizweembracedher

****

TherewasabigmisunderstandingwhentheZulu's

cameforth.ItwasonlyMfanaandhismom.The

seniorsweren'thappytonegotiatewithjusta

womanbutMfana'smomputthemintheirplace

quick.Mfanafuthiwasquietthewholetime,the

talkscametoanendandthegirlswerecalledin.As

soonastheywalkedinMfanafuthi'smomstarted

praisingSane,youcouldjustseethepureloveshe

hadforher,Sanecouldn'tstopsmilingandblushing.

Mfana'smom:mybeautifuldaughterwehavecome

foryountombemhlophe

Sizwe:Sanelisiwepleasegreetyouinlaws



Sanestoodupwithherheadbowed,shewas

forbiddentolookatthem,sheshooktheirhands

andsatdown

Mtho:soboMagebadoyouhaveaweddingdate

forus?

SaneshiftedabitandMfanafuthicouldseeher,he

hasasmirkonhisfacebutquicklycollected

himself.

Mfana'smom:"eventomorrowtheycangetmarried

sincewehaveconcludedeverythingtodaybutI

wouldlovetodiscussthiswithmyfriendfirst",she

saidthislookingatSanelisiwe,whojustblushed

evenmore

****

LaterthatdayMfanaandSanesatonthebedin

Sane'sroom.



Sane:Ididn'tknowabouttheweddingpart?

Mfana:SanelisiweIaskedyouifyouwouldliketo

changeyoursurnametoZuluandyousaidyes,why

wouldIaskthatquestionmama

Sane:soyoucouldplantheperfectproposal.

Mfanahowcouldyou?Usungilobolile

ngingavumangaaychawazewangirobha(youare

alreadypaidformyheadwithoutmesayyes,you

robbedme)

Mfana:awufuniyiniukungishadamama?(don'tyou

wanttomarryme?)

Sane:Ido…Butmyperfectromanticproposal

Mfanafuthi



Mfana:Musaukudlalangami,ngingaqalangaphi

kodwa?(youfoolingaroundwithme,wherewouldI

evenstart?)

Sane:youcouldhaveaskedmeandIwasgoingto

giveyouhints

Mfana:stopcryingoverspiltmilkandgiveyour

husbandakiss

Sane:husbandmyfoot,youdidn'tproposetome

Mfana:awukahleukuthandaIzinto(takeachilland

stoplikingthings)

Theywentbackandfortharguingaboutthe

proposalbutattheendMfanagothiskiss.

_________



TheSanchezinvitedCharlieoverforbreakfast.

Marcia:howdoesitlook?

Carlos:"itlooksgreathoney",hegazedather

deeplyasifhisstudyingher

Marcia:whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Carlos:whoishe?

Marcia:whoiswhoSanchez?

Carlos:it'sbeenamonthnowMarciandIcan

fuckingtellthatsomebitchassniggabeeninmy

cookie,nowwhoisthehombre?



Marcia:fuckyouCarlosyouPunta,youfucking

beenwithoutmeforfuckingalmostfiveyearsand

youwantmetobelieveyouweren'tfuckingyour

cheapassfloozies…Fuckyou

Carlos:Marci…howcouldyoucheatonme,you

knowhowIfeelaboutyouMihermosa,howcould

youallowanothermanrockyourworldlikeIdo.I

couldtelldammit,thewayyouhavebeendoingme

isdifferentandjustknewyoulearntitelsewhere

Marcia:pullyourselftogether

Carlos:Iwantaname

Marcia:asifyouknoweveryoneisSouthAfrica

Carlos:iwillfindoutonewayortheotherMarci,

youaremine.Thatcookieismine



AfterwhatseemedlikeforeverCharliecame

throughandhisheartskippedabeatseeingboth

hisparentsstandingtogethersmilingathim.

Charlie:saludos(greetings)

Theyledhimintothecottage

_______

Ntsika

Ntsika:mydreamsareintensifyingNandi,Ithinkit's

time

Nandi:the7thof7thmonthiswhenwewillreturn,I

thinkinthemeantimeprepareyourfamily

Ntsika:whythe7th?



Nandi:youknowIhavebeengettingdreamsaswell

andthisiswhatyourgrandparentsgaveme,

somethingtodowithperfection

Ntsika:wherewouldIbewithoutmychosenone?

Nandi:youwouldbewhoringaround

Ntsika:ouch!

Nandi:howdoyoufeelandwhatareyourplans?

Ntsika:honestlyIhatethiswithpassion,mydream

wastofocusonmygadgetshencemycompany

butnowthere'sthisbutthenIrealizedthatno

matterhowmuchIcantrytofightit,Iwon'twin.

Thisrighthereismeanttobe,otherwisemy

ancestorswerenevergoingtoprotectyouforme,I

justhadtofallinlovewithawholefuckingprincess



tomakethemattersworse

Nandi:turnsoutIwasn'tevenmeanttobea

princess,ifmyforefathersdidn'tkillyourgreat

greatgrandpaIwouldbeacommoner

Ntsika:andIwouldstillchooseyou.Youwereborn

tobemyQueen

Nandi:howwillyoutacklethebusinessand

everything…Ohdamnthewitches?

Ntsika:singaboKhozathina(wearetheKhoza’s)I

willpersonallydealwiththosewitchesforhurting

you.AsforthebusinessI'mnotgoingtolie,Iwon't

stop…Ijustneedtofindcommonground.Iwill

movemystationintothePalaceandcommunicate

withZane,shewillbefullyinchargeandIwillshow

upparttime.



Nandi:soundslikeaplan

Ntsika:andI'mplanningasurpriseforyou

Nandi:whatisit?

Ntsika:it'sasurprise

Nandiunbuckledhisbelt,pulledhispantsandall,

lettinghisbigthickblackrodsprungout.

Ntsika:fuck…Diamante

Nandi:whatismysurprise?

Ntsika:notgoingtowork



Shestrokedhisrodstaringdeepintohissoul,she

pulledherthongtothesideandpositionedherself

onhim,sheslidin.

Ntsika:mmmmmh

Nandi:mysurprise

Ntsika:fuckingmovethosehipswoman

_______

Nokuzola

Shecouldn'tevensitoneminutewithout

reminiscingthatfatefuldaywherebyhehadhis

dreaminoneroom,fuckinghersenselessly.A

smilecreepedonherfacewhenshethoughtofhow



muchsheenjoyeditandwouldn'tminddoingit

again,it'snotlikeitwasherfirsttime.Then

sadnessengulfedherwhensherealizedshe

actuallylikedMuzimorethantheothertwoKhoza

boys,shewaswonderingifhewouldeverconsider

datingheroneday.Forsomereasonsheendedup

dialinghim,butitrangunansweredtillshegaveup.

ShetriedNjabuloandthesamethinghappen,she

thentried

Thandoandhepickedinonthesecondring.

Thando:hellobeautiful

Nokuzola:"hey",shesaidblushing

Thando:missingusalready?

Nokuzola:uhmkinda



Thando:wehadagreattimeZolabutwecan'tdo

thatagainyouknow,sisNtsikialmostcaughtus

andyouknowhowbadlyitwouldhaveturnedout

Nokuzola:wecouldbemorecareful

Thando:whataboutjustmeandyou.Nostrings

attached

Nokuzola:whataboutMuzi?…andNjabuloIlikedit

verymuch

Thando:theyarefreakingoutaswespeaksoI

doubttheywillagree.Anywaysbye

Nokuzola:wait…waitwecandoitthen,justmeand

you

Thando:surebye



Hehungup,Nokuzolaslidunderherblanketsabit

sad.ThandowasveryhandsomebutNtsikiwas

gettingmarriedtoLiyandawhichmakestheirfuture

verybleak,hecouldn'tgetoverMuzi'sgentlebut

firmstrokes.Hewouldbetheperfectboyfriend,

whereasNjabulolikeditfastanddeepthenthe

maniacThando,veryroughandcrazy.Mkhuseli

stormedintheroomandclickedhistongue.

Mkhuseli:getupmomiscallingforyou.

Nokuzola:forhowlongareyougoingtobemadat

me?

Mkhuseli:don'ttestme,youluckyIdidn'ttellmaor

sisiwhatyoudid.Howdareyouembarrassmelike

that?Wewereseatedasyoungpeopletalkingabout

positivethings,thenextthingmysisteris

screamingonthetopofherlungsinthenextroom,



whatashame.

Nokuzola:"Iwasn'tscreamingandmindyour

businessatleastIgotsomewena?Busyacting

friendlywithNomfundo,shewillfriendzoneyou",

sheclappedherhandsinhisface

Mkhuseli:atleast,Ipreferthatthansellingyourself

cheaplikethat,thoseguyswillnevertakeu

seriouslyafterthat

MkhuselistormedoutleavingNokuzolawithapang

ofhurt,itwasstartingtostir,itallcamebackreal

fast.Hisbrotherwasright,whowillwantagirlwho

freelygivesthemselvestotheirbrotherslikethat.

Damnyouporn.
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AttheHospital

EnhlewashavinglunchwithNtwenhleasusual,

sincetheyworkcloselywithoneanother.

Enhle:Sengwayoit'sgettingabitcold,Ihopeyour

guyshavestockedupthehospitalpharmacywith

coldandflumedication

Ntwe:Mbalisukaemabhozeni,haveweever

dissapointedyou?

Enhle:notatallGwabini,Iwasjustsaying



Ntwe:youknowthehospitalisournumberone

priorityalways

Enhle:that'sgood,yaziI'msohappy

Ntwe:Ihopethathappinessiscomingfromme

Enhle:mostlyyeah,butalsoallmysiblingsare

promising.ZaneandNkaareenjoyingtheir

honeymooninParis

Ntwe:don'tbesurprisedifshe'spregnantmonths

downtheline

Enhle:shewon't,she'soncontraceptives

Ntwe:ungathikeangikutshelanga(don'tsayIdidn't

tellyou)andwenaweren'tyouoncontraceptives?



Enhle:mxm

Ntwe:youmuststayathomenow,youbellyistoo

big

Enhle:I'mtakingiteasy,IwilllooseitifIstayat

home,Ineedadistraction

Ntwe:Phelayouhaveatrophyforbeingstubborn

Enhle:asIwassayingbeforeIgotinterrupted.My

siblingsaredoingwell,theyareallsettlingdown,

wejustwaitingonNkosananow

Ntwe:hewillwhenhisready

Enhle:Iknow,butI'mmostlyhappyforSane,she



hasbeenthroughsomuch

Ntwe:Mfanafuthiiscoolguy,Ilikehim

Enhle:abitshaddythough

Ntwe:andthat'snoneofourbusiness

Enhle:hemustn'tdarehurtSane

Ntwe:helovesherfromwhatIcansee

Enhle:howisyourbrotherdoing?

Ntwe:hisfine,Idon'tknowwhythiskeeps

happeningtousandthewomenwelove



Enhle:ouch

Ntwe:"sorrybutifyoulookatit,atleastyoudidn't

inviteThamiintomyhomebutsisZinhlewasnaked

withhimonmybrothersbed,eventhoughshe

claimednothinghappenedbuttohimitsworsenje",

hesighed

Enhle:hewillpullthrough

Ntwe:hewill,thatIknowverywell

Enhle:whydoIfeellikeyouwillalwaysremindme

aboutThamiyetIneverbringupSamke…ever

Ntwe:InevertouchedSamkewhenIwaswithyou,

itwasjustcoparentingnje



Enhle:"Ithoughtyouforgaveme",sheteared

Ntwe:Ididbutthatdoesn'tmeanIhaveforgotten,

youstartingwithyourtearsI'moutofhere

Hestoodupandleft…Enhlewipedhertears.Aftera

fewminutesanursecamethroughpanting.

Nurse:DrZungutherehasbeenanaccident,alotof

casualties

Enhle:Ihaveenoughdoctorsbakithi

,I'mpregnantforgoodnesssake…Aretheyanykids?

Nurse:nobutthere'sapregnantwoman

Enhlesighedassheputonherscrubsandfollowed

thenurse.



*****

Enhleenteredthewardofthepregnantwoman,she

grabbedherfileandherfacechanged,she

screamedforthenurse,shedidaUturnbacktothe

ward.

Enhle:cansomeonepleaseexplaintomewhyis

thispatienthere?

Nurse:Idon'tunderstand?

Enhle:shedoesn'thavemedicalaidandthisisa

privatehospital

Nurse:oh



Enhle:yes…oh?

Nurse:Iwillgoandgettheformstoreleasehertoa

publichospitalthen

Enhle:whyareyoustillstandinghere?Youguys

knowhowtowastetimeandmoney.Wedon'ttake

walkin'sunlesstheyhaveanindemnityformthat

theywillpayforthehospitalbillsbuthereitis….

Yooohbakithi

Sheexaminedthepatienteventhoughshewasstill

unconscious,sheatleasthadtomakesureherand

thebabyarefine.Sheliftedherdresstocheckon

thebabybuthereyesfellonasiliconestrap,she

heavedasigh.

Enhle:seriously



Shethengentlyunstrappedher,carefulnottodo

furtherdamage,shemighthavebrokenherlegby

thelookofthings.Thenursecamebackwiththe

forms,shegaspedwhenshesawthestrap.

Nurse:whatthehell?

Enhle:yep

Nurse:wellIhavecalledacoupleofnumbersfrom

hercellphone,theybroughtitinwithher,ithelped

metoidentifyhersincesheisnotcarryingherID

and"Cliniccard".

Enhle:"weallknowwhythereisnocliniccard",she

rolledhereyes

Nurse:wellshegoesbythenameSosoBhengu



Enhle:thatnamesoundsfamiliar…Waitwhat?

Nurse:SosoBhengu

Enhle:"thisbitch",shegasped

Sheexaminedherfaceandindeeditwasher,it

washardtotoidentifyheratfirstsinceshewasall

swolleninherface.Enhletookoutherphoneand

dialedanumber.

_______

Carlos

Hewaswiththeseniorschattingoverdrinks,when

anunknownnumberflashedthroughhisscreen.



Carlos:talktome

Voice:finallythefuckerIhavebeenlookingfor

Carlos:heyheytalk…Timeismoney

Voice:Iwantmy60millionworthofdrugsyougave

totheKhoza’sorIkillyoursonandwife

Carlos:youcankillthatbitchIdivorcedherlong

time,she'snothingbutawhoreandyougotthe

wrongguy,Idon'thavekidsAmigo…Fuckoff

Voice:Iwantmymoneywenashlama

Carlos:whateveryousaidattheend,youtoobye

Hehungup



Theseniorsstaredathimwaitingtofillin.

Busani:and?

Carlos:nothingimportant,wherewerewe?

Busani:CarlosSanchezwhatthefuck?

Carlos:OKfine,youguysstolefromPabloandnow

hisoughttogetyou

Busani:butwedidn'tstealanythingfromhim

Carlos:wellhedoesn'tknowthat

Busani:don'tfuckaroundhombre



Carlos:nothingisforfree,thosedrugsIgaveyou,

wereforRangobutIgavethemtoyou….so

Nkosi:youdidthatonpurpose?

Carlos:nobutitworksinmyfavornowbecause

somehowmywifeisbeingfuckedbysomeoneand

Idon'tknowwho

Mtho:whatdoesthathavetodowithus?

Carlos:wellhewasunderyourcare

SizweandBusanikeptquietobservingCarlos.

Nkosi:youvomittingrubbish,wehavenobusiness

withyourwife,shecameherecoincidentallywith



ourdaughterinlaw,wetookherinandcaredforher

solelybecauseofourdaughterandgrandchild,

uyasinyelawena

Carlos:yesandthenfuckedher

Mtho:ohplease,she'snotallthat,andshe'snotour

type.Weareallmarriedhere

Carlos:"fairenough",hegulpeddownhiswhiskey

andstartedlaughinghysterically,"relaxyouoldmen,

Iwaskidding…thatwasthatlittleboy,whathis

name..Rango,hewantshismoneyback".

Busani:tellhimtofuckoff

Carlos:lethimdareme,I'mhungryforblood,letme

leaveyouMiAmigos.I'mgoingtofuckmywife



Hewinkedatthemashewalkedout.Leavingabug

underBusani'sdeskbutfortunatelyMthobisi

alwayscheckwhentheyhaveunusualvisitersat

thewarehouse.

Mtho:"bastard",herenderedthebuguseless,then

heturnedtotheguys,"whichoneofyouisfucking

Marcia?

Nkosi:Idon'tevenwanttohearit,I'moutofhere

manbeforeyouinfectmewithyourcheatingways,I

almostlostmywifeoveralousykiss

Mtho:sityourassdown,weneedtosolvethis

Busani:hewillneverfindout,let'sjustleaveit

_________



Pretty

Laterthatnight

PrettyandSizwewerechattingawayhappilyasper

usual.

Pretty:I'msohappyMpungose,iknowthat

Nkanyeziisabitupsetbythiswholethingaboutmy

motherbutIalsoknowhewillcomearound

Sizwe:Ithinkshe'sjustlonelyandperhapsit'sgood

thatyouforgaveherbutIwillnevertrustherwith

mykids,ifshewantstoseethem,shemustcome

here

Pretty:Icouldn'tagreemore,Sanelisiwe?



Sizwe:Idon'tknow,sheseemshappy,IguessIwill

getthere

Pretty:andyou?

Sizwe:"Idon'tknow",hesighedashewipedatear

Pretty:I'msorry

Sizwe:"IloveyousomuchandIjustcan'timagine

mylifewithoutyou,Godmustjusttakemeinstead",

hecleavedonherandwept

Pretty:Iknowthatyouhavebeensleepingwith

MarciabutIwantyoutoknowthatI'mnotmadand

thatIforgivebutpleasedomeafavor

Sizweshotupandhisfacedroppedin



embarrassment.

Sizwe:I'msorry,I…just

Pretty:stayawayfromher,ifnotformepleasedoit

formykidsbutmostimportantlymakesureNondu

doesn'tfindoutbecauseitwillbreakherhome

Sizwe:uhm…ok

Pretty:nowstopactinglikeachildbecauseIknow

youenjoyedit…Makelovetome

Sizwe:itwon'thurt?

Pretty:makelovetomeMpungose

Theymadelovethewholenight,likeitwasthelast



time.Prettywasinsomuchpainbutshedidn't

wanttocomplainbecauseSizwewassoinit,he

wascryingeven.
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Nkosana

Ntsika:naweyoushouldhavetoldmethisearlier,

nonethelessIgotsomethingandIthinkit'squite

clear.

Me:whatisit?



Ntsika:wellhersisterNellyhasbeengossiping

abouthertoacertainfriendandsheseemtobe

100%surethatthechildisnotyours

Me:youknowthefeelingifyouhavehadsexbefore,

IpromiseyoubafoIdidn'ttouchher,Imaynot

rememberbutIdidn'tsleepwithher

Ntsika:sheprobablydruggedyouorsomethingbut

youneedtosolvethis,youdon'tneedthiskindof

stressinyourlife

Me:Iknow,I'mjustworriedaboutMasabatha,she's

pullingawayagain.Maybeshedoesn'tlovemethe

wayIdo

Ntsika:she'spregnantBhovunganedon'tforgetthat,

herhormonesareallovertheplace.



Me:okthanksbafo,I'mgoingtocometherelater,I

needyoutohelpmewithsomething

Ntsika:sure

Ihungupansighed,Ineedtoputanendtothis,just

beforeIcouldputmyphonedownIseeEnhle’s

nameflashingonmyscreen.

Me:sis

Enhle:I'mknockingoffearlybutIjustwantyouto

knowthatSosoisnotpregnantbutshe'swearinga

straptolookpregnant.Wearereleasinghertoa

publichospitalasspeak

Me:thatfuckingbitch….I'mgoingtokillher,she's

deadsis



Enhle:don'tdoanythingstupid,atleastnowyou

know

Me:howdidsheendupthereinthefirstplace?

Enhle:itwasabigaccidentontheN2ataxicollided

intoatruck,Ithinkshebrokeherleg

Me:okthankssis

Ihungupandgrowledinanger,whydoIalways

attractthecrazyones.Ididn'tevenknowIwas

breakingthingstillIsawMasabathastandingina

farcornerterrified.ItwasthenwhenIfelttinglesof

painonmyknuckles,theywerebleedingfrom

punchingthewalls.

Me:"I'mfine",Isaiddroppingmyface



Shedissappearedintothekitchenandcameback

withthefirstaidkit,shelookssosexyandround

withthepregnancy,Ididn'thaveachoicebutto

smile.

Sabatha:"whyareyousoangry,youwanttotrash

myhouse?DoyouknowhowhardIworkedtomake

thisplacelookthisamazing?"shesaidwhile

cleaningmybruises.

Me:I'msorry

Sabatha:younotansweringmyquestion

Me:Sosoisnotpregnant,shehasbeenwearinga

strap

Sabatha:oh



Me:youdon'tsoundsurprised?

Sabatha:youtoldmenottoinvolvemyself,sothis

ismedistancingmyselffromher

Me:good,I'mgoingtogo,Iwillbebackin2hours

Sabatha:whereisshe?

Me:atthehospitalbuttheytransferringhertoa

publichospital,shebrokeherleg…Ifonlythat

accidentkilledheronetime

Sabatha:okay

Me:Masabatha!,ngicelaungilaleleungizwekahle(I

wantyoutolistentomeandlistentomewell),you



arenotleavingthishouse.IfIhearthatyouwere

seenathospitalforsomereason,wewillhave

problems.YouwillstayheretillIgetback,Icansee

throughyou,ifyoudarefightwhilecarryingmy

childrenuzongazi(youwillknowme)

Sabatha:IwanttoseeEnhleforsomething

Me:"finegetdressed",shequicklydissappeared

intotheroom

Iputmybandagedhandsonthesteeringwheel

waitingforMasabatha,afterafewminutesshe

approached,Isteppedouttoopenthedoorforher.

Sabatha:whowillcleanthemessthatyoucaused?

Me:Iwillsortthatoutdon'tworry



Wedroveoffinsilence,Masabathafrownedatme

andIglancedatheractingdumb.

Sabatha:thisisnotthewaytothehospital!

Me:Iknow

Sabatha:IsaidIwanttoseeEnhle!

Me:andI'mtakingyoutoher,she'sathome

IsmirkedinwardlywhenIsawthedissapointment

inherface,"thefighter",shewanttoputherandthe

kidsindanger,uyahlanya(she'scrazy).

_______

AtNtwenhle's



EnhleandSabathawereonavideocallwithZane

shewasstillinParis,shelookedhappyinher

lingerie.ThegirlsdecidedtoaddNandi,Futhiand

Saneonthecall.

Sane:"mogherlumapunapunalapho(younaked),

I'msojealous",Zanechuckledfacepalming

Enhle:Iwasjustremindinghertotakeher

contraceptivesfaithfullybecauselookatus

Zane:isthatwhyNtsikiisnotonthecall?Because

sheisn'tpregnant?

Sabatha:Noshe'satwork,shecan'ttakethecall

Zane:somebodytellbhutiLiyandaaqiniseistinobho

lapho(totighten),whenissheleavingthatjob?



Futhi:shewillleavesoon,sheisjustservingher

time,youknowhowitis

Nandi:butareguysallgood?

Them:wegood!

Nandi:eishbafaziIneedtogosomeoneisatthe

door,Ntsikajustleft.

Zane:OKmfaziwami,seeyou

Nandiwentoffthecall.

Sane:Iwantanicepresentbecauseyoumissedmy

lobola



Zane:hawuwethoughtitwasjustdamages

Sane:nouMfanauzishayezonke(hepaid

everything)

Zane:youlie

Sane:I'mdeadserious

Enhle:withoutevenaproposal

Futhi:noringnothing

Sabatha:himandLiyandasamewhatsappgroup

Zane:mygosh…congratulationsmntase



Sane:thankyou

Zane:asmuchasIlovethisbutwehaveababyto

make.

Shestoodupandfixedherlingerieandthegirls

screamed,Nkosazanestartedtwerkingonthevideo,

theyscreamedlouder.Justasshewasabouttobid

farewellMasabathablurteditout.

Sabatha:Sosoisnotevenpregnant

Zane:whatdidyoujustsay?

Sabatha:"thebitchhasbeenwearingasilicone

strap",shewipedatear

Zane:sheplayed"mylove"?Hawemah…whatever



youseedeciding,waitforme.Don'tcrywifeyIwill

bebackyezwa

Enhleheldherasshestartedcryinghysterically.

Futhi:it'salrighthisdynamite

Theywereallsadandendedthecall.

________

Nandi

Shesquintedhereyesmakingherwaytothedoor,

whocoulditbe,shedidn'thearthebuzzernordid

sheopenforanyone.Sheangrilyopenthedoor,the

persongotstartledandsteppedback.



Nandi:Charlie?

Charlie:Meaganhey

Nandi:"howdidyougetinfromthegate?",she

askedwithastraightface

Charlie:IgotthecodefromEl

Nandi:hisnotheresoyoucango

Charlie:I'mheretoseeyou

Nandi:why?

Charlie:it'saboutNethecanIcomein?



Nandiopenedthedoorwideenoughforhimtopass

through,Charliekeptonrubbinghishandstogether

andblowingonthemasifhewascold.

Nandi:I'mlistening

Charlie:thetruthisIdon'tknowwheresheis,her

numberdon'texistanymore.Ithinkshedoesn't

wantme

Nandi:whathappenedCharlie?

Charlie:wehadagreattimethenshewasa

differentpersoninthemorning

Nandi:somethingmusthavehappened,wewillpick

adateanddrivedowntoseeher,isthatall?



Charlie:let'srunaway!

Nandi:excuseme?

Charlie:"let'selope,youandme",hesniffedand

startedpacingaroundnervous

Nandi:getthefuckoutofmyhouse,youare

delusional

Charlie:ItriedbutIjustcan't.ItriedtostayawayMi

hermosabutIloveyousomuch.Iseehimfucking

youeverynightandwishitwasme.Iseehim

makingyoulaughandIseemedoingallofthose

thingsforyouandmore.Iloveyoumorethanhe

does,ElPilarisfuckingwhore,comewithme.It's

onlyamatteriftimebeforehecheatsonyouand

makeyoucry,fuckIhatethatguy.Heevenmade

youpregnantbutthat'sokay,wewillkillthatthing



Nandi:"Nonono",shestartedmovingbackwards

Charlie:youdon'twanttokillit??OKok…I'mfine

withthat,wewillraiseittogether,let'sgo.Packyour

bags.

Nandi:CharlieIloveNtsikaokayandyouneedhelp.

Thisisnotyou

Charlie:don'tyouseeDiamante,Icamedownfor

you.IplannedtostoptheweddingbutIdidn'thave

theballstodoit,butnowI'mready…Hurry

Nandi:don'tyoudarecallmethat,shepointedat

himangrily

Charlie:youwastingmyfuckingtime,maybewe

shouldleavewithoutyourstuff



Nandiranupthestairswithtearsblindinghervision,

shemissedastepandfellonhertummy,she

yelpedinpainbutquicklyregainedherselftorun

intotheroombutCharliegrabbedhertinyselfand

pinnedheronthewall.

Charlie:yousodamnbeautiful…Santamaria

Nandi:Charlienomelastimes(pleasedon'thurtme)

Charlie:fuck…YousoundevensexierinSpanish,

relaxIwon'thurtyou,Iknowyouloveitrough.

NandiwaswearingjustashortVneckSpaghetti

dress,hugginghertinybodyperfectly.Charlielifted

thedressupdrooling,hisonehandchokingNandi.

Hisotherhandfoundherthong,withoneswifthe

pulledittothesideandstartedplayingwithher

foldsasdryastheywere,proofthatshefeltnothing

forCharlie.



Nandi:"Charlienoooooo",shescreamedasloudas

shecould

Charliegotnervousandslappedheracrossher

face.

Charlie:shutupbitch,youdon'tscreamlikethat

whenhisfuckingyou

Nandigotangrysheloosenedup

Charlie:goodgirl,nowwalktothebedroom

Shewalkedtowardsthebathroomwithtears

streamingdownherface,sheturnedwithinthe

speedoflightningandkickedCharliebytheballs,

shethenranintothebedroomandfiddledinher

jewelryboxandfishedoutherbraceletandpressed



thebuttonbutbeforeshecouldmakeherescape

shefeltstrongarmsstranglingherfrombehind,she

quicklylostconsciousnessandfloppedonto

Charlie'sarms.

Helaidhergentlyontheedgeofthebedand

undressedherfully,hesmirkeddroolingoverher

body,herskinlookeddarkandsmoothbutsoftand

warmwhentouchingher.Hegotarousedquickly,

hewantedtoburyhiscockinsideherjustforafew

minutesthentakeherfarawayfromeverythingso

theycouldbetogether.Heknewitwon'tbeeasybut

intimeshewilllearntolovehimtoo.

******

MeanwhileNtsikagotasignalthroughhiswatch

comingdirectlyfromNandi'sbracelet,hisheart

skippedabeat.Hewasonhiswaytoanimportant

meeting,Zanewasoutofthecountrythereforehe

hadtotakecareofeverything.HecalledhisPAto



cancelashehadtoattendanemergency,hethen

calledNkosana.

Nkosa:bafo

Ntsika:ukephibafo?(whereareyou?)

Nkosa:I'monmywaytothehospital,areyouohk?

Ntsika:no,IthinkNandiisdanger,pleasecangoto

myhouse.IwasonmywaytoPMBIhavejust

madeaUturnbutsomethingisnotright.Mywife

Bhovungane,pleasehurry.

Nkosa:heyhey,I'mgoingstraightthere.Focusand

behereokay,I'mgoingthererelax

Ntsikahungupwithhisheartpounding,hismouth



wentdryinstantly.

_______

Atthepublichospital

Sososlowlyopenedhereyes,shegroanedinpain

anditsuddenlyhither…theaccidently.

Soso:shitmybaby…Mystrap!!

Shetriedtogetupbutthedripwastangledaround

her,thenshefinallysawherlegwithamassivecast

on.

Nurse:easytiger,whereyouthinkyouaregoing?

Soso:"uhmI'mlookingformystuff",thenurse



smiledather.

Nurse:"anythingspecific",sheaskedwithasmirk

Soso:No,shedroppedherheadinembarrassment,

bythelookofthings,thenursealreadyknew.

Nurse:pleaseliedownanddon'ttrygettingoffbed,

youfracturedyourfemurandrightnowyouareon

heavymedication

Soso:whatdidyoudotomyleg?

Nurse:splintingandcasting,youshouldthankGod

itwasonlyafractureotherwiseyouwouldbein

surgeryorworsenoleg.Youmightstillneedphysio

though,thedoctorwilltellyoumoretomorrow.



Soso:whobroughtmehere?

Nurse:youstartedataprivatehospitalIdidn'tget

thenamebuttheytransferredyouheresinceyou

don'thavemedicalaidbutIwillcheckyour

admissionform,everythingisthere

Soso:thanks

Thenursekeptonlookingatherandsmiling,Soso

wonderedwhatwasthematter.

Soso:istheresomethingwrong

Nurse:younotgoingtoaskforyourstrap?

Soso:"whereisit?",shesighedembarrassed



Nurse:Ikeptitsafeforyou,whydidyouhaveit?

Soso:"it'snoneofyourbusiness",shescoffed

Nurse:wellthenIwillletmycolleaguespostavideo

ofyouandthestraptoexposeyou,that'savery

shittythingtodo,pretendingtobepregnant.Other

womansufferbecauseofwomenlikeyou.

Soso:"noplease,youdon'tunderstand",shefaked

tears

Nurse:thanmakemeunderstand

Soso:mybabydaddycheatedonmewiththisgirl

andgotherpregnant,Iforgavehimbecausehe

promisedtoleaveherandjustsupportthebaby

whenit'sborn.IlaterfoundoutthatI'malso

pregnant,yooohgirlsareevilmntase,thesidechick



bewitchedmeandImiscarriedasifthatwas

enoughwangishayangesichitho,mybabydaddy

hatesme.Ijustcouldn'tdealwithlosingmybaby,I

wantedhimtopayforallowingthatbitchtoruinme

likethat,soIdidn'ttellhimaboutthemiscarriage.I

pretendedtobepregnantstillanddemandedthat

hepaysformyantenalcheckupsandmycravings

sinceI'mnotworking.Menaretrashmntase,we

womenmuststicktogetheranddealwiththese

animals,IknowwhatIdidiswrongbutslowlymy

peaceisrestoringknowingheispayingfor

somethingthatisnoteventhere,Iwantedtobreak

himwhenhethinksit'stimeformetodeliver.

Nurse:"ohmygosh,I'msosorrymogherl,thatis

horrible",shewipedherowntears.

Soso:I'mtellingyoumntase,Iamawomanscorned

Nurse:I'msinglemothermyself,mybabydaddy

doesn'tevenknowwhatsizeshoehisdaughter



wears,hisbusywithama2000,butsisidon'tdothis

toyourself,moveon

Soso:Iwill,pleasekeepthestrapsafeforme,Iwill

sellitonFacebookmarketplaceandgetsomecash.

Nurse:OKIwill,takeiteasy.Godwillcomethrough

foryou.Usgirlsmuststicktogetherforrealoe

Soso:nje,alsopleaseIknowhewillcomewithhis

familytobullymesinceI'mcarryingtheir

"supposed"heirpleasedon'tallowthem.Theonly

visitertocomeismysisterNelly.

Nurse:noted,nowgetsomerestandIwasjoking

there'snovideo

Soso:thankGod.
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Nkosanalethimselfinbythegateandpulledupthe

driveway,thesilencearoundthehousewas

deafening.Hequicklyjumpedoutthecar,hetucked

hisgunatthebackofhisjeans,shovedaknifeon

thesideofhisTimberlands.Hemadehiswaytothe

house,hefoundthedoorclosedbutunlocked,he

didn'twanttomakenoisejustincasesomeoneis

reallyhurtingNandi,therewassilencenotevena

signoflife.Hecheckedthekitchenalongwithall

theroomsdownstairs,thenhetiptoedupthestairs

waitingforanything.



Heheardafaintsoundofsomeonemoaningin

pleasure,itwasaman.Heclenchedhisjawand

hurriedlymadehiswaytoNtsika'sbedroomdoor,

heopeneditslowlyjustincasetheyhaveaweapon,

theycouldhurtNandi.Hewasn'tpreparedforwhat

hiseyessaw.ItwasCharlieburiedinNandi'spussy,

hewaswaseatingherdelicatelyandhemoaned

whilehepolishedhiscock,theniggawasstark

naked.Nkosanalostallsenses,hechargedand

kickedhimrightonhishead,hewentflyingacross

theroomandlandedonthefloor.

Hewasbreathingfire,hewasbayingforblood.He

walkeduptohimandpickedhimupholdinghis

neck.

Nkosa:ucabangaukuthiwenzanimsunu,mdidi,

gololikanyoko?(whatyouthinkyouaredoing

*swearinghimwithprivates*)

Charlie:pleasedon'ttellEl,wehavebeendoingthis



forawhilenow,weloveeachother.She'scarrying

mybabyman…Please

Nkosanapunchedhimrightintheface,hegroaned

inpainashisbodythuddedonthefloor.Nkosana

drewouttheknifefromhisTimberlands,heopened

itandcrouchedinfrontofhisnakedbloodiedbody.

Nkosa:Iwanttocutthisfingeryoucallacockand

feedittoyou,andthenIwillgluethatmouthyou

usedtoeatupmywife.Idon'tcarewhatyouthink

youand"mywife"havegoing,butshe'smywife

andyouwillpaynja(dog)

Charliesawtheshinysharpknifeandhecould

alreadyimaginehowpainfulitwillbe,thatfearwent

straighttohisbrainandhisreflexesonhislegs

shotup,hekickedNkosanaoffhim,withinaflash

hewasatthedoor.Heparkedhiscarbythestreet

likehealwaysdid,soNandiwon'tnotice,healways

lefthiscarkeysundertheseatjustincasehisplans



don'tworkout,liketoday.Herandownthestairs

ignoringtheexcruciatingpainshewasfeelingbut

thentheoddswereagainsthimbecausehe

bumpedintoNtsikarightatthedooroutthehouse.

Ntsika:Amigo!whyareyourunningoutnakedinmy

house?

Charlie:"Meagan..hiskillingher.I'mrunningtoget

help",hecoughedouttryingtocatchhisbreath

NtsikaalreadysawNkosana'scar,hegrabbed

Charlieandpushedhimbackintothehouse.

Ntsika:noneed,wewilldealwithhimright?Come

withme

NtsikapulledCharlieupthestairsdigginghis

fingersdeepintohisskinashisragebuiltup,he



couldalmostimaginewhathisbestfriendwas

doinginhishousenaked.Theyarrivedintheroom

andfoundNandigroaninginpain,Nkosanahad

alreadydressedherup.Assoonashereyesfellon

Ntsikashecried.

Nandi:"mybaby",shescreamed

Ntsikawentcoldsametime,hismouthdriedup

evenmore.HeranuptoNandiandpickedherup.

Ntsika:I'msorrymyQueen,I'msorrydiamante

Nkosanacalledtherestoftheguys.Ntsikaran

downthestairswithNandiinhisarms,hewas

takinghertothehospital,heheldbacktearsthat

werethreateningtofall.

*****



MeanwhileNkosanatiedabloodiedCharlieup,he

compiledanddidn'tutteraword,heseemedtohave

zonedout.TheBiznizcameinshocked,it'sbeena

whilesincetheyhadtodealwithsuch.

Mnqobi:andthen?

Nkosa:nansiinjaiyazenzelanje,iyacanasa(this

dogisdoingashepleases)rightunderournose

YandachargedtowardsCharlieandkickedhisballs,

hiseyespoppedoutashesilentlygroanedinagony,

hewiggledonthefloortryingtodiffusethepain.

Yanda:I'vehaditwiththisboyandhisstupid

Spanish

Mnqobi:easythere,westillneedtoknowwhatis



goingonhereandNtwenhleisnotcoming,hewill

bewiththeladiessincetheyarepregnant,Ijust

droppedoffFuthithereaswell.

Yanda:Ntsikiisatworksoshe'sfine

Nkosa:Ifoundhimeatingupinkomokabafo

(Nandi'svagina),Idon'tknowwhathedidtoher

becauseshewasunconsciouswithbruisesonher

neckandfingermarksonhercheek,hefucken

undressedher

Yandachargedathimagainandpunchedhim

countlesstimesinhisstomach,bloodkeptgushing

outofhismouth

Mnqobi:calmdownbafolet'sgethimoutofthis

room,hissplashingbloodeverywhereandyou

knowhowNandiis



Nkosanakeptonplayingwithhisknifereadytocut

offhisballs.MnqobiandYandapickedupCharlie

andthrewhimintoanemptyroom.

*******

MeanwhileattheHospital

Ntsika:helpme,she'spregnant

Thenurserecognizedthemandstartedrunning

aroundlikeheadlesschickens,theytookheraway

fromNtsikaandplacedheronastretcherthen

rushedherintotheprivatewards.Theyasked

Ntsikatowaitoutside

________



AtNtwenhle'shouse

Thegirlsweregatheredaroundtheloungewatching

amovie,whileNtwenhlewasinthekitchenfixing

themsomethingtoeat.Hewastoldnottotellthem

aboutNandijustincasetheypanic,Ntwenhlestared

atthemastheywerebrushingtheirbigtummies,it

wasasighttobehold.HewasinstructedbyEnhle

tocookmacoroniandcheesewithlotsofbacon,

lotsandlots.

Meanwhilethegirlstalkedrightthroughthemovie,

theycommunicatedeachandeverysinglescene,

Ntwenhleapproachedwithatraywithbowls

steaminghot.

Ntwe:howcanyouwatchamovieandtalkright

throughit?

Sabatha:it'saskillbhutiNtwenhle



Enhle:"canwehavesaltandpepperplease",she

staredathim

Ntwenhleknewhewasstillinhotwaterforwalking

outonheratthehospital.

Ntwe:comewithmeMbaliyami

Enhle:"saltandpepperplease",shesaidslightly

raisinghervoice

Ntwenhlemadehiswaytothekitchen,hedrewout

hisphonefromhisshortsandsentheramessage.

*doyouwantmetofuckthatattitudeoutofyou?*

Enhlescreamedfromthelounge…



Enhle:areyoudiggingthatsaltandpepper?

ThegirlslookedatEnhlefunny.Ntwenhlewas

slowlyheatingup,hegrabbedthesaltandpepper

angrilyandmarchedtothelounge,heplacediton

thecoffeetable.

Ntwe:Enhleareyoucomingtotheroomornot?

Enhle:can'tyouseethatI'meating

Thegirlskepttheirgazeonthefoodasitwas

startingtogetawkward.

Ntwe:yini?Dowanttoshowyoursisterwivesthat

youarestubborn?



Enhle:Sengwayoyinimanje?(whatisitnow?)

Ntwe:I'mgivingyou5secondstogettotheroom…

5

Enhleangrilyputherbowlonthecoffeetableand

scurriedawaybehindNtwenhle.

Futhipeepedandmadesuretheyareoutofsight.

Sabatha:sbwlthatkindofpunishment

Futhi:"weneedtostartafightwhentheygethere

too",shesaidexcitedly

Sabatha:youdon'thavetotellmetwice

AnunknownnumberflashedonMasabatha's



screen,sheansweredonthirdring.

Sabatha:hello

Voice:hi,isthisMasabathaNdlovu?

Sabatha:yebo

Voice:OKmiss,youarespeakingtoofficerCele,

canyoupleasecomedowntothepolicestationfor

questioning?

Sabatha:why?Whatisthisabout?

Voice:SosoBhengulaidachargeonyouforkilling

herbaby

Sabatha:thatisabsurd



Voice:missletusseeyouthisafternoon,failureto

showupwillleadtoaphysicalarrest,Ihopeitwon't

cometothat

Sabatha:uhmsure,shouldIbringalawyer…I….You

seeI'mpregnantandIdon'twanttostressfor

nothing

Voice:justcomedownsisi,wewillaskyouafew

questionsandwewilltakeitfromthere

Sabatha:ohOK

OfficerCelehungup,SabathastaredatFuthiin

shock.

Futhi:and?



Sabatha:thatbitchisaccusingmeforkillingher

child

Futhi:excuseme,IamsoashamedthatI'meven

relatedtothatratnx,howdareshe?

Sabatha:I'mwantedforquestioning,I'msoscared,

whatiftheymanipulatemeintoagreeingtothings

thatIdon'tknow

Futhi:don'tworryhoney,myhusbandisatopnotch

lawyer,hewillnotallowthattohappen.Let'swait

forthem,Mnqobiwillknowwhattodo

Sabatha:OK

ThentheycouldhearEnhlescreaminginpleasure,

theyjustrolledtheireyes,itwasn'tasenticing



anymorewiththeamountofproblemstheywere

facing.

_________

AttheHospital

Ntsikasatquietly,waitinginanticipation,hisprayer

wasforthebabytobefineandthatNandiwasn't

rapebutthestatehefoundCharlieinmadehim

looseallhope,heweptquietlyknowinghewasn't

theretoprotecther.Hisangerescalatedbecause

hebroughtCharlieintotheirlives,heremembered

whenNkosanawarnedhim,herememberedthe

thingsNanditoldhimaboutCharlie.

Charliewashisbestfriend,hetrustedhimwithhis

lifeandthishedidn'texpect.Hequicklywipedhis

tearswhenheheardfootstepsdrawingcloserto

wherehesat.



Dr:MrKhoza

Ntsika:aretheyOK?

Sheheavedaheavysigh.

Dr:whatreallyhappened?

Ntsika:Idon'tknowyet,Ijustbroughtherstraight

Dr:"shealmostgavemeaheartattack,MrsKhoza

isourspecialpatient,anywaysheseemtobefine…

Justminorbruisesonherstomach,thebabyis

perfectlyfine.Novaginalbleedingorleaking

amnioticfliuds,butIdidnoticefingermarksonher

cheekMrKhoza",sheglaredathimsternly.



Ntsika:Iwouldneverlayahandonmywifeifthat's

whatyouareimplyingon

Dr:Ihopeso…Welleitherthanthatshe'sfinebutwe

willkeepherovernightjusttorunsomemoretests

Ntsika:canIseeher?

Dr:sure

NtsikainhaledandexhaledthenwalkedinNandi's

ward,hesmiledtightly.Nandijuststaredathim

withglisteningeyes.

Ntsika:I'msorrydiamantebutIpromiseyou.You

willnevergothroughsomethinglikethisagain…Ok

myQueen,Iwillneverallowanyonetocomeeven

aninchclosetoyou.Ifeellikestranglingmyselffor

ignoringtheredflagsyouknow.Itrustedhim



mkamiandhe…hetouchedyou,hefuckinglaidhis

handsonyou….fuuuuuckthisshithurts

Nandi:hebuggedthehouseEl,hissick,heneeds

help.Hisbeenwatchingushavingsex,hisbeen

followingme,nowI'msureofit.Hewantedmeto

elopewithhimbutwhenIrefusedthenhewanted

torapeme.Hefingeredme,heslappedmethenhe

strangledme.IthinkIfaintedorsomethingbecause

whenIwasslowlygainingconsciousnesshewas

violatingmeinmyprivates.

Ntsikaclenchedhishisjawsasveinsstarted

poppingout,hequicklywipedhistears.

Ntsika:IwillbebacklaterOK,Iwillbringyousome

foodandclothestochange.Iloveyoudiamante.

Hekissedheralloverherfaceandlastlyhertender

lipsandhewalkedout.
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Mfana

Mfanawaslostinthoughtsasheblankystaredat

thewordsascendingonthebigscreen.

Sane:"let'swatchanothermovie",shesquealedin

excitement

Mfana:"ibukewedwangiyolalamina"(watchit

aloneI'mgoingtosleep),hepeeledheroffhimand



hestoodup

Sane:weeeekhehla(yousuchagrandpa)

Mfana:youtakingadvantageyouthinkI'myour

littledoll,youmakingmewatchyourromantic

movies,youthinkI'macheeseboy

Sane:andwhosaidromanticmoviesareforcheese

boys?

Mfana:vele,yiniyonalenywenywe"youaretheair

thatIbreathe",mxmiscefenje(it'sannoying)

Sane:amInottheairthatyoubreathe?

Mfana:kahleSanelisiwe,youarenotairandIdon't

breatheyou.WhatIcansayisIloveyoukuphela



Sane:wow,that'snotenoughMfana

Mfana:goodnightmaMpungose

SanelisiweswitchedofftheTVandfollowedMfana

totheroom.

Sane:ifyoucan'tcatchagrenadeformethenwe

arewastingtime

Mfana:"Iwillcatchagrenadeforyou,IloveyouI

crossmyhearttodie",heimitatedafunnyvoice

thenchuckledathowsillyhesounds

Sanelisiweburstoutlaughing,Mfanajoinedher.

Mfana:wozala(comehere)



Sanelisiwewalkedforthandsatonhislaps.

Mfana:uhlekani?(whatareyoulaughingat?)

Sane:crossmyhearttodie,Imusttellmyfriend

aboutthis

Mfana:don'tforgettotellheraboutthis

HestoodupwithSanelisiwesittingfirmlyonhislap,

hehoistedherupontohisstrongarms,hethenlaid

hergentlyonthebedandkissedher.

Mfana:uyahlela?(areyouoncontraceptives?)

Sane:notyet



Mfana:let'smakebaby

Sane:canwewaittillafterthewedding?

Mfana:OKIwillpullout

HeFrenchkissedherashefilledhishandwith

Sane'sbigbreast#remove

Mfana:I'mgoingtobeawayfor3days

Sane:"MfanaNo",shewhined

Mfana:Ipromiseyouit'sthelastoneafterthisIwill

focusonyou

Sane:Idon'tlikethis



Mfana:it'salotofmoney

Sane:still

Mfana:IwillbeunreachablebutIwillcallyouwhen

Ican,itwillbethisweekend.

Sane:yoh

________

Ntsika

Idon'tknowhowtodescribethewayIfeelright

now,I'msad,hurt,angryanddissapointed.Ijust

wanttolookhimintheeyejustonelasttimeand

askhim"why".Idon'tbuythatbullshitthathe



wantedNandiwaybeforeIdidbecauseit'slies,yes

hewasoneoftheguyswhoencouragedmeto

persueher,notoncehashecommunicatedthathis

interestedinMeagan.Mgodoyiwenjahasbeen

planningthisforawhilenow,insistingontagging

alongtomyhoneymoon,helpingmewiththechief

andthekingdoms.Hewasplottingagainstme,

fuckheevenforcedmetohelphimwithillegal

stealingofmoneyfuck...fuck...fuckonewordand

I'mscrewed,heknowswaytoomuch.

ThemoreIthinkaboutCharliethemoremybody

heatsup,I'msweatingeven.Iputontheairconbut

itfiresmeupmore.Myonehandisonthesteering

wheel,Iusetheothertoripofmyshirt,buttonsfly

inalldirectionsscatteredalloverseatandontothe

floorofmycar,Ithrowtheremainsattheback.I'm

nowinmyvest,Ipresstheremoteandmygate

opens,Imakeamentalnotetochangeeverything

includingmybrothershomesbecausetheenemy

waswithinallthiswhile.



Ihopetheguysmovedthisfuckeroutofmy

bedroombeforetheymessmywife'sfurniture.I

hearnoisecomingfromtheemptyroom,Ikickthe

dooropen.

Me:thisfuckerisstillalive?Nkosana?

Nkosa:beenwaitingforyou

Me:velelomsunuuzodabulaamafunamhlanje

(thisfuckerisdyingforsuretoday)

Nkosa:bafongimficeezitikangenkomoyakho,

ebhiziethintananaletotoloziyakheayibiza

ngomthondo(Ifoundhimburiedinyourwife's

pussywhilehewasplayingwithhislittlepenis)

Igotangryonceagain,IwalkedovertoCharlie.



Me:why?

Charlie:I'msorryAmigo,Ihavebeendiagnosed

withbipolarandIhaven'tbeentakingmymeds,

Lorenzoisexactlylikeyou,helikesthesamethings

likeyouincludingwomen.ThisismeEl,it'sCharlie

yourbestfriend.Pleaseuntie,Iwanttogo

apologizetoMeagan.

Me:Nonono…Youarenotseeingmywifeyouhear

me,youfuckentouchedher,youviolatedher,Iwill

bedamnedifIletyouanywaynearher.

Istormedoutconfused,Nandisaidheneededhelp.

WillIforgivemyselfifIkillhimonlytofindoutheis

tellingthetruthbutyetagainhecannotundowhat

hedid.Icannotforgive…NEVER

Ichangedintoshortsandmycombatboots,black

vest.Idon'thaveachoicebuttoendthis.This



problemwithCharliewillalwayscomebacktobite

me.Nkosanaisplayingwithhisknife,Iknow

exactlywhathewantstodo.

Me:Charlie,whydidyoubugmyhouse?

Charlie:itwasLorenzo

Thegentslaughedathisremarks.Itactuallyfeels

liketalkingtoalittlechildinthenaughtycorner.

Me:Charliewhoareyourparents,yousaidyou

foundthem?

Charlie:MarciaandCarlo…I,uhmPabloandZ…Zoe

Yanda:whatdidyousay?



Lorenzo:fuckyoupunta'sI'mnothereforgames,

givememygirlandIwillbeoutofyouhair

Nkosa:there…There,thisisthemotherfuckerIwant,

Ilikethembadandstubbornnotsinginglikea

canary.Pleaseletmetakeoverbafo…Please

Yanda:dubulalomsunusihambebafo(shootthis

fuckersowecango)

Lorenzo:youcanshootmebutitwon'tchangethe

factthatmymotherhasbeenmilkingyourfather's

cockformonthsnow

Yandacockedhisgunandshothim

Yanda:msunukanyoko(mothersprivates)



Charliegroanedinpainashewiggledonthefloor

wincing.Thepainwasexcruciating.

Nkosa:aymaan,Yandayouloveleavingamess.I

stillneedtodoajobinthatarea

Yanda:"bulalanilenja"(killthisdog),hescoffed

angrily

Lorenzocreepedinlaughingthroughhispain,his

eyesbloodyandteary.

Lorenzo:"killme..goon,Pablohaseverysinglefile

heneedsaboutyourfamilybecauseyourfather

KingBisincahootswithCarlos,theystolefromhim.

Youwillalldieanyway.NtsikaifIdon'tanswer

Pablo'scallinthenext24hours,allyourcriminal

activitieswillbesenttoInterpolandit'sgameover

foryou.YoucankissthatCoronationgoodbye.My

sweetMeaganthough,fuckshe'ssexy,shetastes



goodtoo..Heyyou",hesaidlookingatNkosana,

"youshouldhaveletmefuckherman,youfucking

cockblocker".

Nkosana'sfacehardened,hewalkedovertohim

andcrouchedbyhislegs,hiswasstillnakedwith

hispenisdangling.Nkosanapulleditandcutitoff

withhistesticleandshoveditinhismouth,Lorenzo

screamedinagony,hewiggledtryingtofree

himselftonoavail.Nkosanawipedhisknifeon

Charlie'slegsleavingcutsfromthesharpknife.

Nkosa:whatwereyousaying?

Charlie:Iwilldi..sa..pp..ear,pleaselet…me…gooo

Ntsikafelthotterashewasoutofwords,hetorehis

vestandstayedtopless.Meanwhiletheguysstood

overquietlynotknowingwhattodo.Mnqobihas

beenquietthiswholetime,hefelthisbrothershave



everythingundercontrol.Ntsikagrowledinanger

buthisvoicewaswaydeeperthanusual,he

grabbedCharliebytheneckashisveinspoppedall

overhisbody.

Me:youcan'tliveAmigo,

Hesqueezedhisnecktightandlookedathim

straightinhiseyesashisskinturnedpurple,his

facewasblankwithnoemotion,justhiseyes

bloodshotred.CharliesmackedNtsika'shands

tappingoutbuthedidn'tbudge.Heslowlygaveup

fightingandhewelcomedthedarkness,hiseyes

poppedout.Hefloppedhisheadtothesideandhis

bodywentcold.Ntsikasmashedhisdeadbody

countlesslyontothewall,untilhefelthandspulling

himback.

Mnqobi:it'sdone,letgoBhovungane



Yanda:whatthefuckisthatonyourback?

Nkosa:themarkoftheking?

Mnqobi:areyoufuckingserious,sothatoldman

wastellingthetruth

Nkosa:yes,thereignofthelioniswithinusoHlase

Ntsika:it'stime

_______

Nkosana

IwasdrivingtofetchMasabathaatNtwenhle'sbut

beforeIdothat,I'morganizingateamtocleanthe

messatmyplaceandNtsika's.Iknewaboutthe



mark,NtsikaandIaretight,peopledon'tknowthis

butwetelleachothereverything.Imadesurethat

wefeedthatbastardtoacidtoavoidhisbodybeing

foundbecauseitcanleadbacktous,sincethere's

history.NowNtsikaisreckinghisbrainstryingto

hackPablotoseeifCharliewastellingthetruth.

WhatthehelldidCharliemeanthatMarciais

fuckingbabaBusani,damn..thatwillscrewthe

familyover.IpullupthehousejustafterMnqobi,

weareheretocollectourpregnantbeauties.

Mnqobi:atleastIgottobreathe,damnFuthiis

clingy

Me:speakforyourselfl,Imissedmydynamite

Mnqobi:velewhenareyoupoppingthequestion?



Me:whenthetimeisright,youknowsheismyfinal

destination

Mnqobi:hurryhawu

Me:I'mwaitingforyoutoclearthetraffic,youmust

hurry

Webothlaughaswemakeourwayintothehouse.

Wefoundourgirlscurleduponthecouchesstaring

atablankTV,nosignofNtwenhleandEnhle,they

areprobablyfuckinglikerabbitsasusual.

Me:dynamitelet'sgo

Mnqobi:"what'swrongmaBhengu?",shestarts

crying



Sabatha:youneedtotakemetothepolicestation

Me:why?

Sabatha:theycalledmeforquestioningregarding

Soso,shelaidachargeonme.ShesaidIkilledher

baby.

Me:"that'sbullshitright?",IlookedatMnqobi

Mnqobi:let'sgothereandfoundoutbutIwillbe

damnedifIletanythinghappentoyou

Sabatha:I'mscared

Me:I'mhereandasforSoso…ncncncshewill

wish,shenevermetme
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Atthepolicestation



MasabathaandMnqobisatacrossthebrown

woodentableasofficerCelecarriedoutquestions,

meanwhileNkosanawaspacingupanddown

outsidethestation.

Cele:youdidn'thavetobringyourlawyermiss

Ndlovu,itwasjustacoupleofquestions,unless

perhapsyouarehidingsomething.

Mnqobi:"proceed",hesaidsternly

Cele:relaxwillyou.SomissNdlovuhowdoyou

knowmissSosoBhengu?

Sabatha:she'srelatedtomyboyfriendsbrother's

wifewhoisalsoafriendofmine

Cele:areyoutwoclose?



Sabatha:notreally

Cele:whatrelationshipdoesshehavewithyour

boyfriend?

Sabatha:"none,sheclaimstobepregnantforhim",

shescoffed

Cele:andthatirritatesyouconsideringyourtone

Mnqobi:don'tanswerthat

Cele:whynot,Ineedananswer

Mnqobi:officerarewehereforquestioningorfora

gossip,consideringthatsmirkonyourfaceitlooks

likeyoudroolingforthemgosi…Pleasedon'twaste

ourtime



Cele:(clearsthroat)didyoubuyMissBhengulunch

4monthsbackonthisdate?

Sabatha:yeah

Cele:welllaterthatnightshelostherbabyand

there'samedicalreportthatprovesreallythatshe

wasindeedpregnantbutatradeofabortionpills

werefoundinthesystem.NowmissNdlovuswear

thatshewantedthatbabyandwouldneverkillitbut

youontheotherhandhaaeverymotive.Whybuy

herfoodtwice?

Mnqobi:yourcomplainantneedstobesentinfora

check-up,becauseseriouslysomethingisnotright.

Firstlymyclientisheavilypregnant,sheisreadyto

pop,buthasalreadysufferedsomuchabusefrom

her.Wehavemessagesandrecordedcallsfromher,

Ithinkwereallyneedtogettothebottomofthis.



Cele:soMissBhenguirritatedyousomuchthatyou

decidedtoeraseherfromthepicturebytaking

somethingthatgivesherwinghey,thebaby?You

knewshewasathreat,youifevenforbadeyour

boyfriendtohavearelationshipwithher?Whydid

youorderfoodforher?

Sabatha:Iwasjustbeingnice.Shealwaysaccused

meofnotbeingfair,soIwaspracticingkillingher

withkindness,perhapsmaybeshewouldstop

beingsorudetowardsme.Iboughtherfoodtwice

becausethefirstorderwaswrong,shewasn't

happysoIpromisedtoorderagainandbothwere

deliveredtoherstraightfromtherestaurant.Ididn't

evenseethefood,itwasanonlinetransaction,I

haveproof.

Cele:itwasdeliveredbyyourdriver,hersistertold

her



Sabatha:falseitwasUbereats,wedon'tsendour

driverstodeliverfood

Cele:"youarelying",hehitthetablestartling

Masabatha

Mnqobi:youwillnotaddressmyclientinthat

matterofficerCele,yinimanje?Isitthattimeofthe

month?

Cele:"don'tyoudareinsultme",hepointedathis

fingeratMnqobi

Mnqobi:thenyoubetterkeepyouremotionsin

check,wewillnottoleratethatkindofbehavior.We

havebeennothingbutrespectfultowards,nowsit

down

Celedescendedslowlybacktohisseat.



Mnqobi:"MissSosoBhenguistakingyouforaride,

it'sanobrainerthatshewantswhatMasabatha

has,whichistheKhozadick",hesmirked

Cele:don'tbecockythisistheplaceoflawnota

circus

Mnqobi:yourwordsnotminesnowasIwassaying.

Nkosanadon'trememberanythingfromthatnight

includingtheintercourseMissBhenguclaimsthey

had.SosoisageniusImustgiveittoher,she

followedNkosanatothepubsoshecouldpretendit

wasanaccident,shedruggedhimwhiletheyhad

drinksbecausethebrotherwasgoingthrougha

roughpatchsinceMasabathaheredecidedtogo

backhome,Sosoprovidedhimwithpicturesto

makehimbelievethatSabathahasmovedonwith

herlife.Thenextthingtheywakeupinbednaked,

MasabathaandNkosanadecidedfixthingsthen

monthslaterSosoclaimstobepregnantafter



Nkosanahadaskedhertotakeamorningafterpill.

Cele:thosearen't100%

Mnqobi:ohbutsheliedandsaidshewason

contraceptives,sobothcontraceptivesandmorning

pillsdon’twork?Movingon,shelostherchild

monthsagoandshedidn'tinformNkosana,doyou

knowuptillthisdaywehavebeensendingher

moneyonamonthlybasisthinkingsheisstill

pregnant?!Ifshestronglybelievedthatmyclient

killedthebabythenwhyonlyreporthernowthat

sheisbusted,everyoneknowsshehasbeen

walkingaroundwithasiliconestrappretendingto

bepregnant.Herownsisterconfidedinafriendthat

thebabyshewascarryingwasnotNkosana.

Cele:she’swasprobablyindenialofherloss,these

thingshappen



Mnqobi:youhaveupgradedfromanofficertoa

psychologist?Hownice…weareleaving,clearlyyou

arewastingourtime.Bookyourclientinto

counsellingifyoufeelshe'sindenialandshit,and

leaveusoutofthis.

HestoodandstretchedhishandforMasabatha,

theyleftafrustratedCele.

*****

NkosanasmiledwhenhesawMasabathasafely

intertwinedinMnqobi’shands

Nkosa:and?

Mnqobi:itwon’tstick,don’tworry.Weneedtoteach

thatgirlalesson



Nkosa:there’saspotwaitingforheratStJoseph’s

andshewon’tbeluckylikeAmber,there’sno

escape

Mnqobi:that’smorelikeit

Sabatha:“ifsheescapes?”hechuckles

Nkosa:thensheleavesmenochoice,I’mdonewith

thesecrazybitches

Nkosa:(heturnedtoMasabatha)doyouwantto

spendsometimewithmaBhengu,Iwanttotake

careofsomethingrealquick

Sabatha:“ok,Iwillseeyoulater”,theykissedbriefly

_________



Ntsika

HewalkedintoNandi’swardlookinglikehisbeen

hitbyatruck.

Nandi:whathappenedtoyou?Youevenhavebags

underneathyoureyes

Ntsika:I’mfinehowareyou?

Nandi:I’mgood,Iwillbedischargedthisafternoon

Ntsika:“that’sgreatnews,I’msorryIcouldn’tcook

foryoubutmombroughtthis”,hehandovertoher

alunchbox̀accompaniedbyafaintsmile.

Nandi:“idombolonenyamayenkukhu”shesquealed



inexcitement(dumplingsandchicken)

Ntsika:Dinganehasbeenaskingforyou,Iwillget

momtocomeandfetchyousoshecanbringhim.

Nandi:yes,soIcanthankherproperlyandIcan’t

waittoseemylittleman…waitaren’tyougoingto

comeandfetchme?Ntsikayomuziwhatisgoingon?

Ntsika:(heheavedasigh)Charlieisdead,butI’m

deepshitdiamante,heframedmeforsomefucking

bigcrimesandifIdon’tcrackPablo’swalls,I’m

fucked.

Nandi:whydidyoukillhimthoughEl…why?

Ntsika:Iwouldkillhimamilliontimesafterwhathe

didtoyou,Idon’tregretthat



Nandi:hewasn’thimself,heneededhelp

Ntsika:youknowheliedaboutbeingbipolar?

There’sabsolutelynowayIwouldn’thavenoticeda

changeinhismoods.Hisverystableifyouaskme

buthecanliethroughhisteethlikenoother,hecan

sayabsolutelyanythingtosavehisskin.

Nandi:likewhenhesaidyouknewhewantedme

first?

Ntsika:yes

Nandi:thenhowdoweexplainallofthis?

Ntsika:IdidsomediggingandturnsouthehadOLD

(obsessivelovedisorder)it’saconditionwhereone

becomeobsessivewithapersontheythinkthey

maybeinlovewith,theyfeeltheneedtoprotect



theminanobsessivemanner,evenbecome

controllingofthemasiftheyareapossession.So

inthiscasehewasobsessedwithyou.

Nandi:IknowaboutOLD,wow,Ishouldhave

noticed.Hehasbeensayingoffishweirdthingsto

meaboutyou,hesaidhehatesyouthenhewould

sayhewisheshewasyou.

Ntsika:itmakessense.Healwaysknewwhereyou

wereintheStates,healwaysencouragedmeto

dateothergirlsbecauseIwillhurtyou.

Nandi:hewasdefinitelyfollowingme,cometothink

ofit.HeshowedupalmosteverywhereIwasandIf

Idon’tseehim,Iwouldgetthatfeelinglike

someoneiswatchingme.

Ntsika:Ishouldhavepickeditupespeciallywhen

heinsistedoncomingtothehoneymoonwithme



Nandi:wellit’sinthepastnow,let’sfocusonthebig

elephantintheroom.

Ntsika:Charliehasbeenstealingbigmoneyfrom

bigpeoplebackinthestates.Imayhavehelped

himtohideit.Hepromisedhewon’tdoitagainbut

thenitturnsout,hedidthatsohecouldimplicate

me.Hecreatedanautomatedmessagethatwillgo

offin24hours,shouldhenotpickupPablo’scall,if

InterpolcatchesawhiffofthisI’mdoomedNandi

Nandi:dowhatyouhavetodothen.Ineedyou,the

kidsneedyou,andwehaveakingdomtorun.Go

homeandcrackthatfuckingcode,breakthose

wallsnkosiyami(myking).Iwillgohomewith

momtogiveyouspace.

Ntsika:areyousure?



Nandi:“100%Iknowyouloveyourpeaceandquiet

whenyoustressedout,callmewhenyouneeda

fuck”,shewinked

Ntsika:Ineedonerightnow

Hetookoffhistimberlandsandclimbedonthebed

scootingclosertoNandi,theystartedindulgingon

thefoodNontandopacked.

Ntsika:avengikuthandamkami(Iloveyousomuch

mywife)

Nandi:uthandwayimiMkhathini(Iloveyoumore)

Ntsika:hawu…whyareyouhidingthelunchbox?

Nandi:angithiuyaphanga,uqedelainganeukudla

(youarefinishingthefoodforthebaby)



Ntsika:areyoutryingtotellmethatyouwilleatthat

humongouslunchboxonyourown?

Nandi:ehhenaphelaI’meatingfortwo

Ntsika:“thelies”,hechuckled

________

Nkosana

Hesatinsidehiscaranddialledanumberonhis

burnerphone

Soso:hello



Nkosa:soyoulosethepregnancyandyoudon’ttell

me?

Soso:asifyoucared.Iknowyouhappythatyour

fatpigkilledmybaby.Shewillrotinjail

Nkosa:lalelawenasfebe,I’mcomingforyou.Let

megetmyhandsonyou.It’sfunnyhowyoucalling

thewomanthatIloveafatpig,howironic.What

hasyourperfectbodydoneforyou?Idon’twant

you,Ihateyou.Youwillbesorryforeverthinking

youcantrickmenondindwa.Iwillfuckingstrangle

youandfeelnoremorseyouwitch.Youkillyour

childandblameaninnocentwoman,Ihopeyour

child’sspirithauntsyoueverytimeyouclosethose

uglyeyes.

Soso:youhurtingmeNkosana

Nkosa:“fuseg,doesitlooklikeIcare?”sheletouta



softsob

Soso:shekilledmemybaby,I’mtellingyouthe

truth,andIdidn’ttakethosepills.Itwasoneinthe

morningandoneintheevening,itchecksoutwith

herdeliveries

Nkosa:youareonesliceshorttomakealoaf,you

arederanged,andUlibambelingashonaI’mcoming

foryou

Soso:“SHEKILLEDMYBABY!!”shescreamed

Nkosa:qhubeka(carryon)

Hehungup….

__________



Soso

Sheanxiouslywaitedforhernewfoundfriendatthe

hospital.Thenurse,shecameinhurriedly.

Nurse:kwenzenjani?

Soso:Ineedtoleaveasinnow,myboyfriendfound

outaboutthechargesandnowhisthreateningme.

Uzongibulalaoe(hewillkillme)

Nurse:ngekeoe,justgetarestrainingorderagainst

him,youcannotgiveupyourfreedomforhim.

Alreadyhisnotallowedinhere.

Soso:butyouonlyworkdayshift,whatifhebribes

someonetocomein,hisfilthyrichandyouknow

moneytalks.Ineedtogoandonlyyoucanhelpme.



Nurse:whataboutyourleg,ifyougetaninfectionit

willtakedecadestohealagain.

Soso:Iammoreworriedaboutmylife,thankyou

verymuch

Nurse:fine…whatdoyouhaveinmind?

Soso:firstIwilldropthechargesandthenIwill

disappear

Nurse:aibooe,that’sabitextreme,don’tyouthink?

Soso:mogherlwomanarefounddeadinditches

almosteverydayinthiscountry,youwantmetobe

next?Awungekengililindelelobhadimina(Iwillnot

sitandwaitforittohappen)



Nurse:Fine,Ihaveanidea

_________

Laterthatnight

SizweswitchedtheTVoff,hewascatchingupona

matchhehadmissedthepreviousnight.Asmile

creptthroughhisfacereminiscingthesequenceof

events,itwas“datenight”withPrettyone.They

wenttoLaBellatheirfavouritespot,heevensang

karaokeforheronstage,theygotheavilysloshed,

camebackhomeandfuckedallnight.

JustmaybeGodwantstogivethemanotherchance,

thedoctorsaidshewoulddielastmonthbuthere

sheislookingstrongthanever.Heranupthestairs

withasmileplasteredonhisface,heslowlyopened

thedoorandYep…Prettyonewasinlalaland

already.



Hechangedintohispyjamasandjoinedherunder

theblankets.Hedrapedhishandsaroundher.

Sizwe:Prettyone,areyoufeelingcold?Yesesyou

feelcold

Hejumpedoffthebedandgotanotherblanketto

coverher

Sizwe:“Prettyone,Iwasjustthinkingaboutlast

night…canyouhearme?Prettyone”.Heshookher

butshedidn’trespond

Itdawnedonhim,hesprungoutofbedoncemore

andranovertoherside.Hestaredatherwith

glisteningeyes,shewaspeaceful….waytoo

peaceful.Histearsstreameddownhischeeksasa

lumpaccumulatedinhisthroat.



Sizwe:Prettyonenooo,pleasedon’tdothistome…

Pretty….wakeup.NoGodno

Prettyyyy…
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Mfana

Sanelisiwewassoundasleep,hegentlypeeled



himselfoutofbed.Heworehisfullblackclothing,

putonhisglovesandbeanie.Hewalkedtoherside

andpeckedherlips,heopenedhissecretsafeand

armedhimself.Hegentlyclosedthedoorashelet

himselfout,asmilecreptthroughhisfacewhenhe

thoughtabouthowluckyheistohaveSanelisiwe

ashiswife,nowallhehastodoistogetthisjob

rightandclosethischapterofhislifeforgood.

HebriskwalkedtohisblackVWpolo,thewinters

nightwasbiters,heopenedthedoorandshutitas

quickaspossible.Hefroozeonhisseatforafew

minutes,untilhisburnerphoneyankedhimoutof

histhoughts.

Mfana:khuluma(talk)

Voice:wehaveaproblem

Mfana:ndodangithekhulumayinimanje?(Isaid



talk,whatisyourproblemnow),hescoffedangrily,

hewantsasmoothjob,noissues.

Voice:wearenottheonlyonesrootingforthisjob,

Melusiisback

Mfana:whatdidyoujustsay?

Voice:Melusiisbackandhiswithanewcrew,he

hasconnectionwithCapeTowngangs

Mfana:lalelaanginandabanaloyombombokanina

mina,nginguZulu,uMageba,Sthulikandaba

ngizombhekanqoloyongimfunakabi(listentome,

Idon'tcareaboutthatfucker,I'maZulu.Iwilllook

himstraightintheeye,Ihavebeenlookingforhim

anyway)

Voice:yesboss



Mfana:I'monmyway

Hehungupandheavedasigh,thischanges

everything.

_________

Sane

Thesoundofherringtonekeptonringingfaintly

fromadistance,itwasifshewasdreaming.She

pattedthespacenexttoherbutitwasicecold,she

kepthereyesclosedandreachedoutforherphone

onthesidecupboard.

Sane:"hello",shesaidinasleepyvoice



Voice:hiMissMpungoseareyouwithMfanafuthi

Zulurightnow?

Sane:"yes",withhereyesstillclosed

Voice:Ihavebeenphoninghimbuthisphonerings

unanswered

Sane:it'sprobablyonsilent,Ijustforgottoputmine

onsilent,wedon'tlikedisturbancewhenwe

together

Voice:canItalktohim?

Sane:hisinthebathroom,youcanholdorphone

againbecauseI'msleepy,thisniggafuckedme

brainless.



Voice:(clearsthroat)noneed,Iwasjustchecking,

therehasbeenacashintransitmoneyheistand

alotofdeadbodiesandournumberonesuspectis

MrZulubutifhiswithyourightnowthenit'sokay.

ThankyouMiss.

Sane:thisis?

Voice:TheGeneral

Saneswallowedhard,shehungup.Hersleep

dissappearedinstantly,shejumpedoutofbedto

checkthebathroomandtherewasnosignof

Mfana,thenitdawnedonher,it'sFriday"shit".She

dialedhiscellbutitranginthedrawer.

Sane:dammitMfana

Shepacedupanddown,shittinginherpants



becauseshejustliedtothepolice,whatifthey

decidetosurprisethemwithavisit,damnyou

Mfana.ShephonedNtsiki.

Ntsiki:it's4aminthemorning

Sane:"GeneraljustphonedmeaskingforMfana,

therehasbeenamoneyheist",shewhispered

Ntsiki:shit,I'mnotevenatworkSane.Whatdidyou

say?

Sane:"Isaidhewashere",shebigherfingers,"well

Ithoughthewas".

Ntsiki:dammitMfana,lookIdon'tknowwhatthey

have,hisalwaysasuspectwhenthere'sbeena

heistbuthisgoodathidingitandnormallyit'sa

cleanjob



Sane:wellthere'sdeadbodiesthistime

Ntsiki:shit,stayput…Dontansweranymorecalls

untilIknowwhat'sgoingon.Postonsocialmedia

aboutyourbreakfastinbedwhatnotsoyour

storieschecksup,willtalkonceIkneexactlywhat's

goingon.

Sane:I'msoscared

Ntsiki:wellyouhaveawayofattractinggangsters

honey,itcomeswiththis

Sane:andYanda?

Ntsiki:doyouseemeshakingandscared?



Sane:"no",shewhispered

Ntsiki:exactlynowgoandpostabo"loveliveshere"

_________

Soso

Shejumpedoutoftheuberrightatthehikingspot

asinstructedbyhernursefriend,shehoppedallthe

waytothesideoftheroadusinghercrutches.She

didhandgesturesascarsspedoffgivingherno

attention,herfriendadviseditwasbettertohike

earlyhoursofthemorningbecauseofdelivery

trucksthathaveadeadlinetootherprovinces.Soso

hopedshewastellingthetruth,sheheavedasigh

butthenasmallwhitecarwithtintedwindowsslow

down,thedriverloweredthewindow.



Driver:doyouneedalift?

Soso:yessir,Ihavebeenstandingforlong

Thedriverscannedhercastedlegandcrutches,he

shookhishead.

Driver:whereyouofftoo?

Soso:Easterncape

Driver:hopin

Soso:areyougoingthere?

Driver:"nobutIwilldropyouoffinamuchsafer

area,womanarekidnappedandrapedinthisspot.

Mostofthemarefounddeadinthatbushover



there",hepointedtoabushnearby

Soso'sheartpoundedatthethoughtofthat,she

hoppedintothecarwithnofurtherquestions,atthe

backtherewasanothergentleman.

Driver:"that'smyneighbor,I'mgivinghimaliftto

work,Ijustdroppedoffmywife",Sosojustnodded

*****

Shemusthavedozedoffbecauseshewokeupin

warmandcomfortablebed.Sheshotupand

scannedaround,shewasbackatthehospital.

Soso:"nurse",shescreamed

Thenursecamerunningfollowedbysecurity,it



dawnedonherthatshe'satadifferenthospital.

Nurse:"mubambeni"(holdher)

Thefoursecurityheldherdown,asthenurse

injectedher,shetriedfightingthemoffconfusedat

whywasshehereandwhymustshebeheld.When

theyweredoneinjectingher,theylethergoasthe

medicationweakenedher.

Soso:Iwanttogohome,whyamIhere?

Nurse:welcometoStJoseph'sMissBhengu,we

willtakecareofyoutillyouarefittogobackhome

andbeunitedwithyourlovedones.

Soso:nonono,I'mnotcrazy…I'MNOTFUCKING

CRAZYgetmeoutofhere.



Nurse:holdheragain,Ineedtodoublethedosage,

Uzosilimazalo(shewillhurtus)

Thesecuritypouncedonherpinningherdown,she

criedsohardasabiginjectionmetherskinonce

more.

Soso:I'mnotcrazypleasebelieveme,callmymom

andsister

Nurse:theyaretheoneswhoenrolledyouhere,

babygirl

Soso:pleasehearmeout,I'mnotcrazy

Nurse:that'swhattheyallsay.It'sforyourown

good.I'msorryaboutthesecuritybuteverytimeyou

resistmedicationwewillhavenochoicebutto

forceitdown.



Themedicationwasweighingoverherheavily,she

closedhereyes.

_______

Naratted

WithtearsblindinghervisionSanelisiwespedoffto

herhome,thenewsofmaPrettypassingwas

breakingherheartintoamillionpieces,shewasso

excitedaboutherweddingshewantedtoplanit

fromscratch.

Sane:noitcan'tbe,I'mgoingtofindherhumming

andsinginginthekitchen,mymomcannotbedead

Aninternationalcallcamethroughherphone,she

connectedittoBluetooth.



Sane:hello

Nka:pleasetellthisissomesickprank.Tellthem

I'mcominghome,thisisnotnice

Sane:Iknowright,I'mgoingtogivethemapieceof

mymind.Theycannotplaylikethat.Don'tworry

I'mdrivingtherenow

Nka:OK,wehavebookedourtickets,wewillland

tomorrowafternoon

Sane:besafeandIhopeyouenjoyedyourtimewith

yourwife

Nka:thebesttimeofmylife



Sane:youdeserveit.

Nka:nowI'mallworkedupaboutthesenews,Iwill

bewaitingforyourconfirmationbutIjustpray,it's

justaprankIcan'tlooseanothermotherSane.I

wasjustgettingusedofhavingherinmylife,Ijust

can't.

Sane:Samewithme,

Shehungup….AnddialedMnqobi

Mnqobi:youlovetouseyourphonewhiledriving

Sane:relax,IhaveconnectedittoBluetooth,where

areyou?

Mnqobi:athomewithdad



Sane:soit'strue?

Mnqobi:she'sgone,dadisamess.Ihavenever

seenhimcrylikethis

Sane:noooo,I'mcomingtowakeherup,shecan't

justdie.God

Mnqobi:justgethere

________

Atthepublichospital

NkosanawalkedinfollowedbyNtsikianddetective

Majola.



Nkosa:thisisthewardsheescapedfrom,Ithink

someonehelpedher.Theyrefusedustoseeher

andweknowshehadafracturedfemur,she

wouldn'thavedonethisherself

Ntsiki:"whoisthesisterinchargehere",thenurses

mumbled,"ndithethanani

Nurse1:"she'sonleave,I'mstandinginforher",she

stuttered

Ntsiki:canIseeyourshitstimetable,Iwanttosee

whowaslastseenwithher

Nursefriend:noneedforthat,itwasme.Shesaid

confidently,seeingafemalelieutenantgaveher

hopethatshewillunderstandSoso'ssituation.

Ntsiki:wenana,elaboratemntase.



Nursefriend:it'sbecauseofthismonsterrightnext

toyou,Sosofearedforherlife.Sheescapedonher

ownthoughbutIknowwhysheranaway.

Theylistenedattentivelywhileshenarratedthe

story,paintingNkosanaasabadperson.Nkosana

couldn'thelpitbutlaugh.

Nkosa:youevendumberthanyoulook.Thatgirl

liedtoyou,nowthatwillcostyouyourjobbecause,

Ihaveproofthatyouhelpedherescape.Nowwhere

isshe?

Thenursefriendpoppedhereyesasthefearof

losingherjobsunkin.Shethenrealizedshe

believedSosoblindly,sheisnotadoctorandsheis

notallowedtodischargepeople.

Nkosa:whereisshe?



Nurse:sheleftforEasternCape

Nkosa:callher

Thenursefishedoutherphonefromthefront

pocketofheruniformanddialedherbutitwent

straighttovoicemail.Shestartedpanicking.

Nkosa:doyouseewhatyouhavedone?

Nursefriend:I'msosorry,herstorywassotouching,

havinggonethroughsomethingsimilar,Iwantedto

help.Ididn'tknowshewaslying,pleaseIhavea

daughter,Ican'tlosemyjob

Ntsiki:youshouldhavethoughtaboutyour

daughterbeforeinvolvingyourselfinthingsthat

hasnothingtodowithyou.I'mnotsayingdon'thelp



butknowyourfacts,don'tgoaroundbelieving

everyonethatbrewsyouaheartfeltstory…

Kusemhlabenila,alittleresearchwon'thurtyou

Theothernursehavegathered,shockedatwhatthe

nursehavedone.Theycouldn'twaitforNkosana

andNtsikitoleavesotheycanscandalnicely.

Nkosa:nowwhenherfamilyaskforher,whatare

yougoingtosaybecausewearealllookingforher?

Nursefriend:Idon'tknow

Ntsiki:shebetternotbefounddeadbecauseyou

willbethefirstsuspect

Nurse:nooooIwouldn'tdothat.Ohmygoshwhat

didIgetmyselfinto?



NkosanaandNtsikileftwithasmirk.Whenthey

arrivedbytheparkinglot,Ntsikiturnedtohim.

Ntsiki:areyouseriouslygoingtogetherfired?

Nkosa:no,she'sgotachild,justasuspensionfora

monthortwojusttoteachheralesson

Ntsiki:youbad

Nkosa:Nobodymesseswithme

Ntsiki:howdidyoumanagetoforgeDelisileand

Nelly'ssignature

Nkosa:theylovefreebies,Isentthemfoodandthey

signedforitnotknowingwhattheyweresigningfor



Theybothlaughandseparatedastheygotintotheir

carsandtheydroveoff.
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Sane

Shehasbeeninherfather'sarmseversinceshe

arrived,theroomhasbeenquietwithonlysounds

ofsniffs.TheyhadNkaandZaneonvideocall.

Mnqobi:wasshesickMpungose,sheseemedfine?



Sizwe:cancer,shehad"OvarianCancer"it's

commononwomenolder,it'sstartedfromher

ovariesthenspreadtothepelvicareaallthewayto

herabdomen.It'sbeenawhilenowtryingtofightit

butunfortunatelybecauseit'snoteasilydetected

untilit'satalaterstage,there'sonlymuchwecould

do.Shehasbeenprocrastinatingtotellalloffyou

becausewehadhopethatshewillbeatit,shedidn't

wanttoscareyou.Ibeggedhertotellyoubutshe

refused,shewasgoingtotellyouafterNkanyezi's

weddingthenyourgrannyshowedupandweall

whathappened.ThenshewantedtotellbutSane's

lobolatookplace,I'mreallysadthatshe'snomore

butshewasreallyhappy.

Nka:ithurts,sheshouldhavewarnedmeatleast

Sizwe:IknowMfanawamibutshelovesyouand

didn'twanttoruinyourspecialday

Nka:shewasspecialandnowshe'sgone.I'mso



madthatshedeprivedmethechancetospendtime

withheronherlastdays,nowshewillneverknow

howmuchIloveandappreciateher

Sizwe:sheknew,I'msorryNkanyezi

Nka:IwillseeyouwhenIland

Hecutthecall…

******

Ntsika

Thereweredisposablecupsofcoffeescatteredon

thefloor,hehasbeentryingtodothisforhoursbut

nothing.Thetwowaysleftarebothsorisky,the

fearoftheunknownengulfedhim,heendedup



fallingasleeprightonhisdesk.

Nandipulledupthedriveway,shejustcouldn't

sleepnotknowingifherhusbandwasalright,to

makeitworseNtsikawasn'tcommunicating.She

openedthedoorinvitingherselfin,shewalkedinto

thekitchenthatappeareduntouchedsincesheleft.

Sheplacedthecontainerswithfoodonthecounter

andheadedtothebedroom,itwasemptyand

squeakycleanwhichmeanshedidn’tevensleep

there.Sheplacedherhandbagonherdresserand

headedtoNtsika’sprivateroom,sheslowlyopened

thedoorbutthenherheartsunkwhenshesawher

mansnoringonthedesk.

Nandi:El….Wakeup

Shetriedhoistinghimupbuthewastooheavy,

Ntsikaopenedhiseyesandsmiledfaintly



Ntsika:Imissedyou

Nandi:come,shestretchedherhand

Ntsikatookherhandandtheyheadedtotheir

bedroom

Nandi:youstink

Ntsika:IonlylefttheroomtogetfoodIordered,I

havebeenintherefromthetimeIcamebackfrom

thehospital

Nandi:wellI’mrunningyouabathandIbroughtyou

somefood

Ntsika:don’tworry,Iwilltakeashowerandthanks

forthefood.



NtsikadisappearedintothebathroomandNandi

wenttothekitchentodishforhim,sheremembered

shedidn’tlockthedoor,sherantolock.“Hisdead”

sheremindedherselfrepeatingthemantra,she

tookadeepbreathandreturnedtothekitchen.

AfterafewminutesNtsikasnakedherarmsaround

Nandiandhekissedherneck…shejumped

frightened.

Ntsika:“it’sme”,heassuredher

Nandi:arghsorry,ofcourseit’syou

Ntsika:areyouokay?

Nandi:Yeayeah…yeahI’mgreat,haveyoumanaged

withthecodes?



Ntsika:(heheavedasigh)No,Idon’tknowwhatto

donow,Ionlyhaveafewhoursleft,andI’mso

scaredbabe

Nandi:yougotthisNtsikayomuzi,Irefusethatthis

isit,youareageniusandthat’soneofthereasons

whyCharlieenviedyou.Youwillnotgiveuphoney,

noInterpolwillarrestmyhusbanduyangizwa?now

eatup,wegoingbacktothatroomtofixthis.

Ntsika:“Nandi!”itcameoutasawhisper

Nandi:NoNtsika,comeandeat

Heslowlyloweredhimselfonachairbythenook

andtheyateinsilence

Nandi:maPrettypassedonlastnight,itturnsout

shehadcancer,canyoubelieveit?



Ntsika:damn,haveyouseenthefamily?

Nandi:No,everyonewenttherebutIhadtocheck

onyoufirst

Ntsika:youhavetogothere,atleastoneofus

shouldbepresent

Nandi:myplaceiswithyouandrightnowyouneed

memore,theywon’tevennoticewearen’tthere

*********

Ntsikarubbedhishandstogetherbeforeshiftinghis

focusonthescreen.Hepunchedonthatkeyboard

gracefullywithoutevenlookingatit,itwaslikehe

inventeditbecauseheknewwhereeverykeywas

withnomistake.



Nandi:“and?”shesaidanxiously

Ntsika:Iamleftwithtwooptions.Theeasiest

wouldbetohackthesatellite,it’smoreadvanced

butitwouldtakemelongertoacquirethe

informationandthelongerI’mthere,thehigherthe

riskofgettingcaught.Soit’seitherIsendavirusto

Pablo’slaptopviaemail,theminuteheclicksonit

hisentiresystemwillcrashbutthenthatwillpiss

himoff,wecouldonlyprayhedoesn’tsuspectme.

OrIcouldcreateafakedomainusingafakeidentity,

ithastobesomeoneheknowssowecouldcarry

outaconversation.MeanwhileinthebackgroundI

willbedownloadinghisdataontomystick.

Nandi:wedon’twanttopisshimoffbecause

eventuallyhewillfindoutespeciallyifCharlietold

himaboutyoubutifweuseafakeidentityhecan

onlyspeculate,I’msurehehasalotofenemies



Ntsika:truebutifonlyinformationaboutme

disappearthenthatwillbeobvious

Nandi:thencrashthewholethingusingthefake

identity

Ntsika:howaboutIuseMarciaandCarlos,theyare

theonlyoneswhoknowPabloatapersonallevel,

andCharlietoldmetheydon’tgetalong

Nandi:Marcia?Areyouhearingyourself?Sheislike

amothertome,sheplayedahugeroleinDingane’s

life

Ntsika:weareinthisshitbecauseofthem,itturns

outshewasn’tastransparenttoyou,theystaged

theirdivorce,andtheyaretogetheraswespeak

Nandi:no



Ntsika:yes,theyareverydangerouspeople

diamante

Nandi:Ican’tbelievesheliedtome,I’msomad

Ntsika:pleasedon’tconfrontherbecausethenthey

willsuspect

Nandi:fine,doit

Ntsikapressedonthecomputer,awholebunchof

codesfilledthescreen,hescrewhiseyesshutthen

hepressedsend.

Ntsika:thisisit,I’mjustwaitingforhimtoreadhis

email,whatifhedoesn’tcheckhisemail?



Nandi:wehackthesatellite

Ntsika:thatoneisoutofquestion,it’stoorisky

Theysatandwaited.

______________

Sane

IwasinthekitchenwithEnhle,Futhiand

Masabatha,Ntsikiisheldupatwork.Sheisalso

keepinganearformesinceMfanaisstillawol,I’m

soanxiousbecauseIcan’tevencallhim.Weare

makingteaforthepeoplewhocameto

symphathizewithus.

Enhle:Ithinkwegoingtoneedtobake,moreand



morepeoplewillbecoming

Futhi:maNtombisaidshewillgettherestaurantto

preparemeals,soIguesswewillhavetoendure

makingendlesssandwichesjustfortoday

Sabatha:Ican’tbelieveshe’sgone,likewewill

neverseehersmileagain

Freshdropletsoftearsmakewaydownmyface,it

hurtssomuch.MaybeIamnotmeanttohavea

motherfigureinmylife,Ireallywishmybloody

fiancéwashererightnow.

Enhle:Sane…Sane!

Me:mmh



Enhle:whereareyou?Shewavedherhandsinfront

ofmyface

Me:whatdidyousay?

Enhle:youcryingsilently,comehere

Shepullsmeintoahug,theyalljoininbarricading

mewiththeirbigbellys.Thatremindsme,Ineedto

passbythepharmacyforamorningafterpill.

Me:thankyou

Myphoneringsvigorouslyinmyjeansbackpocket.

It’saprivatenumber,Iwalkawayfromthegirls.

Me:hello!



Voice:isthisSanelisiwe?

Me:yes

Voice:mam,theboss,heneedsmedicalhelp

Me:excuseme?

Voice:theboss,uMageba,hisshotandhislosinga

lotofblood,heneedsmedicalhelp

Me:wherethefuckareyou?

Voice:wehaveburntandabandonedthecar,weare

hidingissomebush

Me:Isaidwherethefuckareyou?Ngifunaindoda

yami(Iwantmyman),youcanstayinthatfucking



bush

Voice:Iwillswitchmyphoneonandsendyoua

locationbutthenIwillswitchitoffimmediately

afterthat.Mampleasewhateveryoudodonot

comeherebecausethepolicemightbetailingyou

Me:listentome,Iwillsendadriverthere,hewillget

Mfanatoourfamilyhospital.Doyouhavethecash?

Voice:yesmam

Me:fine,Iwillthenrequestdifferentubersforthe

bothofyou

Voice:thankyoumam,weknowwhattodoafter

that



Me:whoshothim?

Voice:Melusi

Me:sonofabitch

Voice:don’tworrymam,thebossisdonewithhim

Ihungupandrushedbackinsidelookingfor

Mnqobi

Me:bhuti,Mfanaisshot,heneedshelp

Mnqobi:dammit,sendmethelocation,don’tgo

anywherewewillsortthisout

Sherushedtothekitchen,Ifollowedafterhim.He

whisperedtoEnhle’sear,shebidsfarewelltous



andinformsthatshehasanemergencyatthe

hospital.Shethenscurriedawaytowherethe

parentsare.

_____________

Narrated

Pablowasgoingthroughhisemailsperusual,

nothinginteresting.Justashewasabouttoshut

hislaptopdownanemailfromMarciacaughthis

attention.AtfirsthethoughtitwasweirdforMarcia

tocontacthim,letaloneinanemailform.He

clickedonitnonetheless,hestilllovedMarciaeven

thoughshehumiliatedhimbychoosingthatlowlife

“lacucuracha”(thecockroach)Carlos.Before

readingtheemail,heclickedonherprofile,herlong

blackhair,herbrightsmile.Hismindshiftedtothat

onenightshelethimhaveher,itwasthebesttime

ofhislife,butassoontheyweredone,shegathered

herstuffandofftoCarlosshewent.Thatthought



alonewasenoughtoupset,hewentbacktothe

email.

*whatdoyoureallywantPablo?WhysendCharlie

here?*

Hereplied…

*Ididn’tsendhim,hecameonhisownaccord.You

shouldbethankingme*

Pablotriedtotypesomethingbuthislaptopjust

froze,hetriedacoupleoftimesbutitwasn’t

budging.Hethenshutitdown,hemadeamental

notetocallinhistechguystointohiswifi

connectionthenthefreezingproblem.

*******



MeanwhileinSouthAfrica

Ntsika:done,downloaded100%,thatwasaclose

one

Nandi:yees,fuckthatwasintense

Ntsika:okIdeleteditalongwithawholelotofother

stufftoo.Soifhecallsthetechnicianstosolvethe

problem,theywilltryretrievetheinformationlost

exceptforwhatIdeletedbuttheywillblameiton

thevirusbutifit’sjustminesonlyitwillbeobvious.

Nandi:youaresosmartit’ssexy

Ntsika:Iwouldn’thavedoneitwithoutyou

Nandi:nowwhat?



Ntsika:wewaitbutIthinkweoffthehook,it’sjust

thedisappearanceofCharliethatwillraise

suspicion

Nandi:themurder…notdisappearance,murder

Ntsika:Idon’tregretit
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Saneenteredtheprivatewardsituatedonthelast

floorofthehospital.Shewasbothangryand



relieved,gratefulthathemadeitoutalivebutlivid

thathealmostgothimselfkilled,sheheaveda

sighedasshemadeherwaytowherehewas

sleepinghelplessly.

Sane:"awuvuke"(wakeup),sheslightlyshookhim

Mfana:"Mama",hesaidweakly

Sane:uthimamawokunukayini?(yousayingmama,

mamamyfoot)

Mfana:Ithoughtyouwouldbehappytoseeme?

Sane:"Ireallywanttosqueezethelifeoutofyou

rightnow,howdareyouscaremelikethatMfana?

Whythehelldidyousneakoutthatnight?Youwere

supposedtotellmeyougoing.Thepolicephoned

me,mymompassedonandIthoughtyouwere



goingtodie",Iwipemytears

Mfana:I'msorrySanelisiwe,pleasedon'tcry.Itwill

neverhappenagain

Sane:youalwayssaythatbutwhenyoucatcha

whiffofanopportunityuthwalaikhandalakho

elikhulu,ushonekhona(youcarryyourbigheadand

gothere)

Mfana:youwon'tunderstand,thislifeisnoteasyto

justleave,it'saddictiveandthere'salotthatgoes

intoitbutIpromiseSanelisiweIwilldobetter

mkami,I'msorry

Sane:IwillnotmarryyouuntilIknowforsurethat

youaredone

Mfana:butngokwesintu(traditionally)youaremine



Sane:andthatwherewewillpauseuntilfurther

notice

Mfana:pleaserollmeajoint

Sane:youareinhospitalMfanafuthi,youcan'tbe

smoking,there'sasignthereinred"nosmoking",

youwilltripthealarmsystem

Mfana:thentakemeoutside,Ineedtosmoke

Sanegavehimthatsternlook

Mfana:Sanelisiwerollmethatfuckingjoint.Stop

judgingme,it'sannoying

Sane:"I'mnot",shemumbled



Sanetookthereadymixfromhimandrolledthe

greenleavesforhimneatlyinarizzlerjustlikehe

taughther,shethenledhimoutsidethebalcony

andhesmokedtouchinghisbandagedshoulder.

Sane:whathappened?

Mfana:wegotthemoney

Sane:isthereatimewhereyounevergetthe

moneysilly?I'mnotaskingaboutthat

Mfana:thenwhatareyouaskingabout?

Sane:whoshotyouandwhythereweredead

bodies,it'sunlikeyou



Mfana:kahlekahlewhophonedyou?

Sane:thegeneral

Mfana:thatsonofabitch

Sane:what?

Mfana:theytriedtosetmeup,Melusiandhiscrew

cameatthesceneandtriedtoovertakeus.Itwasa

messsowedidn'thaveachoice,itwaseitherusor

them

Sane:soyoukilledthem

Mfana:noImassagedthemtilltheydied.

Sane:"really?",Shechuckled



Mfana:yininawe?wabuzaibhasilibhaliwe(why?

Youaskingtheobvious)

Sane:yourguystoldmeyoutookcareofMelusi

Mfana:Iwantedtokillhimwithmybarehands,his

deathwastooeasybutIdidn'thavetime.Heshot

meandIendedhim,itwastooriskybecausehe

couldhavetestifiedagainstme.Itwaspartoftheir

plan.

Sane:goodriddance

Mfana:"Iheardyouwereaskingaboutthemoney",

hesmirked

Sane:wellsincemymanwasshot,Iwantedto

makesureitwasworthit.Imaginedoingallofthis



invain.

Mfana:ushokanje?(isthatso?)

AcallcamethroughSane's,Ntsiki'snamepopped

upthescreen.

Sane:skwiza(sisterinlaw)

Ntsiki:I'monlyleftwithafewweeksinthisstation,I

wonderwhowillrescueyouinthefuture

Sane:therewon'tbesuchinthefuture

Ntsiki:good.Anywayyourmanisalmostoffthe

hook,howishe?

Sane:"hissoldieringon,puttingupabraveface",



shesmiledlookingatMfana

Ntsiki:apparentlytherewasacameraplantedatthe

crimescenebyRangoandtheGeneraltoset

MfanafuthiupbutNtsikaisworkingonit.

Sane:ohmy,theywerereallyouttogethim?

Ntsiki:Mfanafuthiisamastermind,evenIhave

beenchasinghimforyears,hisjobsarecleanand

withouttrace.Pleasetellhimtoreconsiderretiring

becausetheyarethisclose.

Sane:thankyousomuchNtsiki,weoweyouhug

time

Ntsiki:wearefamilybabe,welookoutforeach

other



Sane:thankyou

Ntsiki:youmustbehappy

Sane:forwhat?

Ntsiki:Rangowasshotwith15bullets

Sane:woah(shegasped)

Ntsiki:hewantedtomakesurehisdead.Isaygood

riddancetobadrubbish..

Sane:true

Shehungup….



Mfana:and?

Sane:therewasacameraplantedatthescene

Mfana:fuck

Sane:don'tworryNtsikaisonit,Magebaisn'ta

crimefortheGeneraltobeworkingwithacrook?

Melusialsowantedthatmoney?

Mfana:welltheyarewashingeachother'shands,

hecoverupRango'scrimesaslongashehelpshim

nailmeandotherbigshothustlerslikeKingB,the

systemisverycorruptmama

Sane:it'sgettingcoldlet'sgetyoubackinside

Mfana:ngifunainkomoyami(Iwantmypussy)



Sane:ohmyIjustremembered,Ineedtotakemy

morningafter,Ihaveonemoreday

Mfana:anginandabanamaphilisiakho,mina

ngifunaimomoziyamikwaphela(Idon'tcareabout

yourpills,Ijustwantmypussy)

Sane:butyouarehurtMfana,canyoubeserious

foronce

Mfana:youwilldowomanontop,thatwayIwon't

hurtmyself

Sane:"Mfana!"Shewarned

Mfana:"yebomama",hesmirked



Sane:behavebeforeIcallmyfriendandthenyou

willexplainwhatyouaredoinginthehospital

Mfana:Idon'tcare,youcanphoneher,Iwilltellher

Iwenttosortoutthatshitflythattriedtokillyou

Sane:sheknows?

Mfana:mymomismybestfriendmaMpungose

Sane:youaresuchamama'sboy

Mfana:andyouareslowlytakingmyplace

HewalkscloserandstartedunbuttoningSane'stop

exposingherbra,hesnakedhisonearmaroundher

back,underneathhertop,heunhookedherbraand

hergirlssprungout.Hestartedfeastingonthem,



buryinghisheadinthem.

Mfana:Iloveyourbigbreastmkami

Sane:youcan'tevenholdyourself

Mfanawalkedtowardsthedoor,hehookedthe"do

notdisturbsign"andhelockedthedoor.

Mfana:holdmyselfforwhat?Haveyouseenmy

wife?ncncnc

Mfanamadehimselfcomfortableonhishospital

bed.

Mfana:wozaphela(comenow).

Sanestrippedoftherestofherclothesdropping



themonebyoneonthefloor.

Mfana:awusukanimadodaimanziyami(lookatmy

wifeyall),Fuck…yousexymami

****

Afterasteamysessiontheycuddled,silence

engulfedthem.

Mfana:howareyoureallySanelisiwe

Sane:ithurtsMfana,Ilostyetanothermother

Mfana:phephisamama(I'msorry)wewillgetpast

this,I'mhereforyouOK.

Sane:it'sonlyamatteroftimebeforeIlooseyou,



withyourlifestyleeverydayisagift

Mfana:Ipromisedyouthatthiswasmylastjob

Sanelisiwe,Iintendtokeepthatpromise

Sane:I'malsoworriedaboutmydadandNkanyezi,I

knowthiswillhitthemevenharder

Mfana:theywillpullthrough,youjusthavetobe

thereforthemandIwillbehereforyou.Weallhave

tobestrongforeachother

Sane:ThankyouMageba,yaziI'mabitdissapointed

inmaPretty,shechosetohidethisfromus.We

couldhavespendmoretimewithher,nowIfeellike

wecouldhavedonemore.

Mfana:yourmomwasaveryhappypersonandI

thinkshewantedyourlastmemoryofhertobea



happyone.Thisisnotatimetodwellonthingsyou

cannotchangebutfocusongoingforward

Sane:youareright…Mfanawejusthadsex,I'm

supposedtobemourning.

Mfana:wewillslaughteragoattoapologize,ngeke

ngingayidleinkomoyamiMina(there'snowayI'm

nothavingmypussy)

________

Nkanyezi

TheyjustarrivedfromParis,theyorderedanUber

fromtheairport.Nkanyeziwasavoidingtosee

anyone.



Zane:Starr

Nka:IneedtobealoneHermosa

Zane:lookatmeNorwood

Nka:NkosazaneIneedtobealonerightnow

Atearstreameddownhequicklywipedit.Zane

climbedonthebedandhuggedhimfrombehind,he

letitout.Nkosazanecouldn'tholdherowntears,

shewastryingtobestrongforhimbutfailing

dismally.

Zane:everysinglestarisspecialbutthere'salways

goingtobethatonestarshinningatadbrighter,

nomatterhowmuchtheotherscantrytooutshineit,

it'slightremainsunmatched.Thedarknessmaytry

toshadowbutitglowsrightthroughit,becauseit's



ajustonespecialstar.Iknowyouarehurtinginside

mylove,IknowIdon'tunderstandbecauseIdon't

knowhowitfeelsbutIwantyoutoknowthatthis

hasnothingtodowithyou

Nka:I'mcursed,fromnotbeingwantedtoloosing

everything

Zane:everything?Whatiseverything?

Nka:doyouknowhowlongIhaveyearnedtohave

someoneIcancallmom?

Zane:Nkanyezi!

Nka:"Sindileftme,nowPrettyleftmetoo.It'sthat

oldwoman'sfault,Ishouldn'thavegottenangry

withmymomZane,maybeImadehermoresick.

It'smyfaultHermosa",hedrownedinhistearsand



mucus

Zane:it'snotyourfault.MaPrettyhadCancernow

stopthis

Nka:it'shurts,Ifeellikescreaming

Zane:thenscream,come

Shestretchedoutherhand,hetookit.Sheledhim

totheirbed,theyliedcloselytoeachother

Zane:Iwantyoutocryitout,scream,heckyoucan

evenfuckmeifyouwantbutletitout.Mychestis

yourstooffload,I'mhereforyoubabe.Iwillnotlet

thisstealyourshine,youwillgetthroughthis.Now

asIwassayingaboutthespecialstar,thishas

nothingtodowithyouoryourpastNkanyezi.We

aregoingforwardandit'smyjobtoassurethatyou



don'tlooseyourlight.MaPrettyhasleftusbecause

itwashertimetogo,there'sabsolutelynothingwe

couldhavedonetopreventthisfromhappening.

Godkeptherlongenoughsoshecouldwitness

yourwedding,sheevensawyouflourishatwork.

Youhavedoneprettywellforyourselfmuntuwami,

imaginetheexcitingnewsshehastosharewith

Sindiwhenshegetstoheavenandthentheywill

joinhandsandbeyourangels.Howluckyareyou

sthandwasami,andnoyoudidn'tlooseeverything,

I'mstillhere.Wewillhavekidsandbuildourown

empire,wejusthavetofindawaytogetthrough

thispainandwewill.

TheyliedthereasNkanyezisniffed,Zanegently

rubbinghimuntilhefellasleep.Shegentlypeeled

herselfoffhimandheadedtothekitchentocook.

Shesentmessagesalertingeveryonethatthey

havearrivedbutneededspace,assoonasthefood

wasready,sheyawnedheadingbacktothe

bedroom.HejoinedNkanyeziandslept,theywere

tiredfromthelongflightsandcrossingdifferent



timezones.

_______

Naratted

Thecoffinwaslowered,Prettyonelaidtorest

Prettyoneyouhaveseenitallinthisworldboth

goodandevil.Prettyoneyouhaveconqueredand

flourished,Sizwe,Sanelisiwe,Nkanyezi,Nomfundo

andSbusisowillforeverfeelthevoid.Your

hummingandsingingyourhappinesswas

contagious,yourbeautywasimpeccable.Go,we

lettinggo,goandbewiththelord,don'tforgetto

smiledownonus,dontforgettosendusyour

warmth.FarewellPrettyone,youhavemadeyour

markinthiswickedworld.



Foreverinourheartsyouwillbe.
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3monthslater

AtMpunziKingdom

StellaandLwandlewalkedsidetosidewith

sceptorsintheirhands.Theywerecertainthatthe

royalhousewaswellprotected,andthatwhatever

forcethatwaskillingandburningwitchesinbroad

daylightwillnotevencatchawhiffofthem.



Lwandle:I'mthinkingoflettinggoofsomeservants,

weneedtohaveminimummovementaroundthe

Palaceinthatwaywecankeepacloseeyeto

anythingunusual

Stella:that'sagoodidea,Ican'tbelievethose

cowardsliterallyranandabandonedtheir

chieftancy

Lwandle:weneedtobeready,wedon'tknowwhat

weareupagainsthere

Stella:wearethedaughtersofthesea,thepower

thatreignuponusiswaytopowerful,fearnotmy

child.Wewillovercomeandremainvictorious

Theybothstartedchantinganddancingaroundthe

throne.Meanwhiletheirworkersfearedfortheir

lives,iftherewasanopportunitytoleavethisevil



placetheywouldgrabitwithbothhands.Working

forroyaltywasnotlikebefore,theyfeltasifthey

wereslaves,trappedinadungeonwithnowayout

butdeath.Thenewsofhowpeopleinother

kingdomarefleeingbecauseofthethingstheir

eyeshavewitnessed,itissaidtobeoutthisworld

andwillmakeyouquestionyoursanity.

Theypatientlywaitedfortheirdayofdoom,

whateverforcethatwaskillingandtorturingpeople

inotherkingdomswillsurelygettoeMpunzi

eventually.

________

Shakes

Theysatintheloungeonoppositecouches,the

silenceresteduponthemwaswaytoloud.Shakes

clearedhisthroat.



Shakes:whenareyousigningthepapersZinhle?

I'msettingyoufree…Isthisnotwhatyouwanted?

Zinhle:IloveyouManzini,IknowIhurtyoubut

"Divorce"?

Shakes:Itooksometimeoutandthoughtabout

thisandthisisthebestsolutionIcouldcomeup

with

Zinhle:itcan'tbe

Shakes:Iwantyoutogooutthereandreachyour

dreams,youstillyoungandyouwanttoliveyour

life.I'msettingyoufreeandI'msorrythatIhindered

yoursuccess,Ihadnoidea.Ithoughtyouwere

happyandthatIsupportedyouinwhatever

venturesyouwantedtoembarkon.Heckwehave

allthismoneybutstillyoufoundyourselfinanother



man'sarms,whyZinhle?AmInotfuckingyouright?

WhereamIlacking?

Zinhle:nowhere,younotlackingSengwayo,

honestlyIdon'tknowwhatgotintomebutI

promiseyounothinghappenedbetweenmeand

Sabelo.Yeswewereabouttoobutnothing

happened,hewasjustpersistentandIgavein,till

thisdayIdon'tknowwhathappened.

Shakes:shutthefuckup,don'ttakemeforafool.

This"Idon'tknowwhatgotintome"actisstarting

toboremesfebe.UyisfebewenaZinhle(youarea

whore).Pleasejustsignthosepapers,I'mgiving

youthehouse,youcankeepyourcarsandtheSpa,

wewillworkoutaco-parentingplanasfaras

Qalakahleisconcerned.

Zinhle:I'mnotsigningthosepapers



Shakes:why?

Zinhle:becauseIloveyou,yesImadeamistakebut

Iwanttocorrectthem.Wecanworkthisout,Ican't

allowyoutobringinanotherwomanintoourhome,

alsoIdon'twantyoutoleaveme

Shakes:I'mdone,pleasesignthosepapers

Hestoodupandgrabbedhiskeys.

Zinhle:wait...beforeyougo

Zinhletookoutastackofpapersinbetweenher

diarythatsheplacedontheTVstand,shehanded

thepapersovertoShakes.

Zinhle:I'mfourmonthspregnant



Shakescarefullystudiedthepapers,hisheart

thuddingoutofhischest.Hecouldn'tbelievewhat

wasbeforehiseyes,hisbeenyearningforthis

momentandZinhlewasnotbudging.

Shakes:yousaidfourmonths,it'smine,thisismy

baby?

Zinhle:IonlysleptwithyouSengwayoplease

believeme

ShakescrouchedinfrontofZinhle'sbelly,he

huggedherbyherwaistandstartedkissingthe

tummy.

Shakes:soyoubeenhidinginthereprincess,daddy

beenwaitingverylongforyou



Zinhle:it'sagirlalright

Shakes:whendidyoufindout

Zinhle:recently,Ican'tbelieveIdidn'tknowIwas

pregnantforfourmonths,IthoughtIwasjust

gainingweight.Ihadmyperiods,eventhoughthey

wereabitabnormalbutIwasgettingthem.

Shakes:I'msohappyaboutthebaby

Zinhle:Iknow,I'msorryformyselfishness,I

shouldn'thavedeprivedyou.WhenIagreedto

marriedmyvowwastomakeyouhappyandI

faileddismally.Pleasegivemeachancetofixthis.

Shakes:whatdidIdowrongZinhle?



Zinhle:nothing,youareperfect.Idon'tknowifits

hormonesbutIwasfeelingalittledisappointedin

myselffornotreachingmydreamsbutthenthatis

onmenotyoubecausewehavethefundsandIjust

didn'tutilizethemcorrectly.

Shakes:ifit'sguidanceyouneed,thentalkto

Nontandoandtheotherladies.There'snothing

wronginaskingforhelp

Zinhle:IguessIhavealotofapologizingtodo

Shakes:Istillneedtimetothinkaboutallofthis

though,soIwillseeyouaroundandpleaseletme

knowwhenisyournextappointment.

ShakeswalkedleavingZinhlewithtearsstreaming

downherface.



Zinhle:"Sengwayo!"Itcameoutaswhisper,buthe

waslonggone

______

Zane

Nkastoodbythebathroomdoorsmiling.Zanekept

bitingonhernailspacingupanddown.

Nka:relaxwillyou?

Zane:shhhhh

Nka:(chuckled)willsilencespeedtheprocess?

Zane:stopitNkanyezi,I'manxious



Nka:aboutwhatfatty?

Zane:callmefattyonemoretimeandIwillslap

thatsmirkoffyourface

Nka:fattyfatty,yummyyummy

Zane:stopitNka

Nka:OKok,Ithinkwecanchecknow.

Zane:"yougolook",shepushedhimwherethestick

was

Nka:"youweretellingmetoshushnowyouscared",

hechuckled



Hepickedupthestickandnarrowedhiseyes.

Zane:"whatdoesitsay",shenibbledonhernails

somemore

Nka:it'sblank

Zane:dammit,thatmeansIneedtogetmoretests,I

havetogothroughthistorturealloveragain.

Nka:"I'mkiddingbabe,I'mgoingtobeadad",he

saidtearfully

Zane:"youlying,givemethat".Shesnatchedthe

stickawayfromhim

Nka:"thankyouHermosa",hepulledherintoahug



Zane:ohmy,I'mpregnant…Wow

________

Yanda

Yanda:soIwasthinkingNontsikelelo,howabout

wedothetraditionalweddingfirstthenwecando

yourswhiteweddingafter?

Ntsiki:Idon'tmind,let'sdoit

Yanda:Thankyouandalsodoyouthinkweneedto

goseeadoctor?

Ntsiki:noYanda,wewillfallpregnantwhenthetime

isright,justbepatient.



Yanda:I'msorry,it'sjustthatwehavebeentrying

Ntsiki:what'stherushheh?Isitbecauseallofyour

brothershavekids,younowfeelthepressure?

Havingakidisnoteverything

Yanda:it'severythingtomemadamandIthinkwe

shouldtest,unlessthere'ssomethingyouarenot

telling

Ntsiki:whatareyouimplyingon?

Yanda:idon'tknow…maybesomethinglike…Why

areyougettingalldefensive?..

Ntsiki:becauseyouareputtinguneccessary

pressureonmeLiyanda.Firstyouwantedmeto

quitmyjob,Idid…nowthis



Yanda:Iamtryingtohelpyou,Iseemorepotential

inyou,youcandobetterthanthatplacebutifyou

feelI'mforcingyou,thenstay,don'tquit…Gosh

Hewalkedout…

Ntsiki:whereyougoing?Wearestilltalking

Shefollowedhim

Ntsiki:Liyanda!

Yanda:stopyellingatme,I'mnotachild…lento

yakhoizosixabanisaiyeke(let'sstopthisbecause

it'sgoingtomakemeangry)

Ntsiki:Iwouldn'tbeyellingifyoudidn'twalkout



Yanda:yourproblemisthatyouwanttohavethe

lastsay,youwanttowearthepantsinthis

relationship…notgoingtohappen.

Ntsiki:that'snottrue,Ialsohaveasaywhenit

comestodecisionsthatconcernourfutureand

family

Yanda:Iagreebutpleasebalancemerealquick,

whyyoudon'twanttotest?Haveyouchangedyour

mindaboutthis?

Ntsiki:justgivememoretime,letmegetmy

businessofftheground

Yanda:howishavingababygoingtostopyou?

Ntsiki:IwanttogivemybusinessmyallandIalso

wanttogivemybabymyall



Yanda:areyouhearingyourself?Ifyoudon'tlearn

howtobalancethingsnow,youwillhaveproblems.

Alltheotherladiesareeitherworking,studyingbut

stilltheyareabletocarrytheirkids.Yourbusiness

willalwaysbethere,it'snotlikeonceit'soffthe

groundyouwillthenbeabletoputitasideandthen

focusonthebaby.Youmustlearntomultitask.

Ntsiki:whyareyoucomparingmetootherwomen?

Yanda:I'moutofhere

HeattemptedtowalkawaybutNonstikeleloyanked

himbackinplace.

Ntsiki:younotgoinganywhere

Yanda:whatthehelldidyoujustdo?



Ntsiki:nditheawuyindawo(Isaidyounotgoing

anywhere)

Yanda:justbecauseyouareacopandyouareused

ofmanhandlinglittlecrooks,doesn'tmeanyoucan

dothattomeuyangizwa?(youhearme)

Ntsiki:oksalayoyouarenotgoinganywhere

YandafreedhimselffromNontsikeleloandran

upstairs.Nontsikelelofollowedhim,shefoundhim

dressingup.

Ntsiki:whereareyougoing?

Yandaignoredherandcontinuedwithwhathewas

doing.Whenhewasdoneheleftherstandingthere.



_______

Naratted

Pablo

Hesatonhiscouchwithaglassofwhiskylostin

histhoughts.Rangowasdead,Charliewentquiet,

CarlosisstillaliveandMarciasentheranemail

thatresultedhiscomputertocrash.WasthisCarlos

andMarciaplottingagainsthim?Hewasgladhe

recoveredmostofhisimportantdocumentsbuthe

wasanxiousastowhatthecouplewasplanning,

maybeaflighttoSouthAfricawon'tbesuchabad

idea.Perhapsthisjobneededhimpersonallyand

physically,hedownedhisdrinkinonego.
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ExactlymidnightYandawalkedintothehouse,he

headedtothekitchen,heopenedthefridgeand

cameoutwithabottleofwater,hegulpeditdownin

onego.HemadehiswayupstairsandfoundNtsiki

alreadysleeping,heheavedasighanddecidedona

warmshowerafteracoupleofminutes,hecrawled

undertheblanketandstaredattheceiling.

Ntsiki:whereyoucomingfrom?

Yanda:gobacktosleep



Ntsiki:it'sbloodymidnight,Ihavecalledallofyour

brothersandnoneofthemknewwhereyouwere,

sospill

Yanda:Iwasathome

Ntsiki:isthishowit'sgoingtobe?Asmall

argument,thenyourunhome

Yanda:qhubeka

Ntsiki:I'msorryformanhandlingyou

Yanda:veleitwillneverhappenagain

Ntsiki:soIspoketoFuthiandshedoesn'tmind

doingthetraditionalweddingfirst,sowegood.



Yanda:aboutthat,Ithinkweshouldpause.Futhi

andMnqobicancarryon,wearen'tready

Ntsiki:wowreally,asmallargumentandyou

chickeningout,really?

Yanda:noI'mnotchickeningoutbutthatargument

revealedcertainthingsthatarenewtomeandI

don'tthinkI'mreadyforthat.

Ntsiki:IsaidI'msorry

Yanda:NontsikelelowhenIfirstlaidmyeyesonyou,

IknewexactlythekindofwomanIwantedtospend

therestofmylifewith.Ididn'tmakeamistakeby

choosingyoubutIdidn'tfallinlovewiththis

disrespectful,lying,pretentiouswomaninfrontof

me.Sowiththatsaid,youarefreetomoveout,

reachyourdreamsanddoyou.Comebackwhen

youarereadytobemywifebecauserightnowyou



aren't.YouknowIhatenoisebutyouyellatmeand

todayyouevenmanhandledme,youknowdamn

rightIcanfuckyouupandgetlockeduponcebutI

won'tdothatbecausewedon'tbeatwomeninthis

familybutIpromiseyou,ifyouevertrythatshit

withmeagainuzonyasani(youwillshiton

yourself),youactingjustlikeyourmother.

Ntsiki:wow,whereisthisallcomingfrom,ihave

alreadyapologizedabouttheincidentearlieron.

Yanda:wesatdownandspokenicelyabouttrying

forababyandyouagreed,yetIfoundyour

contraceptiveshiddeninyourmakeupbag,yougo

aroundactingtopnotcharoundthefamilyasifwe

oweyou.FirstofallNtsikiyouneedtounderstand

myfamily,noyourplace.

Ntsiki:yousnoopinginmythingsnow,Idoknow

myplace,wherethehellisallofthiscomingfrom?



Yanda:I'msorrybutIwassuspiciousofyour

behavior,andweren'thonestsoIdidmyown

investigation.LookI'mnotsayingyoushouldn't

standyourgroundifyouaren'thappybutbe

transparent,Idon'ttrustyourightnowespeciallyif

youcanlieaboutlittlethings,icanonlyimagine

whatyouwoulddowithbiggerthings.Idon'twant

youtobevulnerableandsayyestoeverythingIsay,

butthere'sstandingyourgroundandthere's

respect.Ishouldn'tfeeldisrespectedwhenyou

standyourground,it'sfuckenturnoff.Iunderstand

yourdadpassedonwhenyouwereyoungand

perhapsyouweren'tusedofhavingafatherfigure

around.Iknowyouhadtomatureandhustleata

youngagebutthisisme,I'myournumberone

cheerleader,Iwantyoutodowellbutatthesame

time,IwanttofeelrespectedunlessyoufeelIdon't

deserveyourrespect.

Ntsiki:it'snotthatbutI'mjustnotreadytohavea

baby,Iwanttomakeitinlifethenstartafamily.I



don'twanttositathomeandnurtureachildjust

yet…I'mnotready.

Yanda:wasthathard?

Ntsiki:Ididn'twanttohurtyou

Yanda:wow,I'mcallingthisweddingoff

Ntsiki:no…Wehavealreadysentoutinvitations,

pleaseLiyanda

Yanda:no…WhymustIsacrificewhenyoudon't

wanttosacrificeanythingforme?

Ntsiki:I'mleavingworklikeyouaskedme

Yanda:don't



Ntsiki:Ialreadyresigned

Yanda:onlybecauseyoustartingyourevents

company,sopleasedon'tactlikethatisnotyour

dream,there'sareasonIgotyouthatloan,tomake

yourdreamscometrue

Ntsiki:Ifuckingkilledmypartnerforyou

Yanda:Ididn'taskyou

Ntsiki:whatdidyoujustsay?Iputmyfreedomon

thelinesoIcouldsaveyourassalongwithyour

family,youfuckingoweme.Ideserveeverything

I'mgettingfromyou,don'tyoudare

Yanda:nooneaskedyoumadamKani,youdiditall

onyourown,socalmyourtits



Ntsiki:whatthefuck

Yanda:goodnight

Ntsiki:"wearestilltalking,getup",sheshookhim

Yanda:yohiscefe(youannoying)

Hegrabbedhispillowandleftthebedroom.Ntsiki

satupandwipedhertears.

*****

ThenextmorningLiyandayawnedashestretched

hisarms,hisphonebeepedonthepedestal,he

neversleptintheguestroombeforebutitseems

likeitwillbehisnewhome.Hepagedthroughhis



phone,itwasamessagefromNandi

*heyYanda,Ihopethisfindsyouwell.Ihada

dreamlastnight,I'mnotsureperhapsavision.You

needtogobacktoyourbiologicaldadandaskhim

toslaughteracowtowelcomeNtsiki,your

ancestorsaren'thappythatyouhaveturnedagainst

yourblood*

HefuriouslydialedNandi,shepickeduponthethird

ring.

Nandi:Hlase

Yanda:wheredidyougetthisrubbishfrom?

Nandi:itallcametome,forsomereasontheKhoza

ancestorsaretiedup,theycanonlydomuchfor

youbutyourbloodisn'tthere's



Yanda:idon'twanttogobacktothatman,Idetest

him,Busaniismyfather

Nandi:I'mnotdisagreeingwithyoubutIwas

passingonthemessage

Yanda:ifIdon'tdothat,thenwhat?

Nandi:Idon'tknow,butI'msurethere'sareasonfor

themtoshowmethis

Yanda:alright,thankyou

Hehungupandsighed

MeanwhileNtsikiwalkedinwithbreakfast,herheart

wasachingfromtheargumenttheyhadlastnight,



thefactthathechosetosleepintheguestroom

hurtherdeep.Shewaslookingforwardtobeing

MrsLiyandaKhozaandnowthatmightnoteven

happenbecauseofhermouth.

Ntsiki:Imadeyoubreakfast

Yanda:why?Soyoucanremindmetomorrowofall

thethingsyoudoforme,likeIdon'tdothingsfor

you?Why?

Ntsiki:noIjustwanttoapologize,Idon'tknowwhat

gotintome.IloveyouLiyandaandI'mreadytobe

yourwife

Yanda:Nah,pleasetakeyourfoodwithyou,I'm

capabletomakemyown.Ineedtogetusedofthis

anywaysbecauseyouwillbesofocusedonyour

businessandyouwon'tbeabletocookforme.



Ntsiki:comeon

Yanda:lookaroundyouhoney.Mymother'sare

fuckingsuccessful,theyallownbusinessesbut

theyhavelotsofkidsandstillrespecttheirpartners.

Whatissospecialaboutyou

Ntsiki:pleasestop

Yanda:takeyourfoodandgo

Ntsiki:Igetyourpoint,I'msorry.Iwillstopmy

contraceptives

Yanda:why?Becauseyourlavishweddingisonthe

line?Nah…TakeyourtimemissKani.PleaseleaveI

wanttogetreadytostartmyday.



Nontsikelelotookthetrayandlefttheroom,she

didn'tunderstandwhyLiyandawasbeingsomean.

______

Mfana

Sane:shhhI'monthephone.

Mfanawasticklingher..

Sane:she'spickingup,stop,shhhh

Mfanapickeduphertopthensunkhishandsunder

Sane'sbra,heunhookeditlettingherbreastsloose,

hestartedcuppingthemandsqueezingthem.

Sane:mmmh(shemoaned)



Mfana:"whydon'tyoucallherlater?",hepulledher

closersoshecouldfeelhisboner.

Voice:citymakoti

Sane:mummyumfanauyangihlupha(Mfanais

worryingme)

Mfana'smom:"putmeonloudspeaker",shedid

Mfana'smom:yeyyiwenakhandaelikhuluawuyeke

umakotiwami(heyyoubighead,leavemy

daughteralone)

Mfana:umfaziwamilo(thisismywife)hecarried

onplayingwithherbreasts



Sane:unjanimummy?(howareyou?)

Mfana'smom:I'mgoodsthandwasami,pleasetell

umnyamanaIfiredthatgirlwithbigbums,canyou

believeit,haaathatgirl.Sheispregnant,shewas

busyfinishingmyfoodandbeinglazy,sleeping

wholeday

Sane:hecanhearyou

Mfana:Iwillgetyousomeoneelsethen

Mfana'smom:firstyoumustcomedownandweed

outmygarden,andstopworryingmygirl.She's

busymoaningthereumenzani?(whatareyoudoing

toher)

Mfana:"I'mjusttouchingherbreast,she'sjust

beingdramatic",hechuckled



Sane:"Mfana!",Shewarnedhim

Mfana:maoledy,Iwillgetyousomeonetodoyour

gardentoo,that'snotwhywecalledyou.

Mfana'smom:whydidyoucallmethen?Tolisten

tomaMpungosemoanwhileyouplayingfeelyfeely

withherbreast,Iwillfineyou

Sane:nomummy.Yourememberyoupromisedme

tomoveinwithusifIgiveyouagrandchildright?

Mfana'smom:vele(yes)

Mfana:packyourbagswecomingforyou

Mfana'smom:ayayaydon'tplaylikethat



Sane:wepregnantmummy

Mfana'smom:awwwmntanamingiyabonga,aww

yazibesengicabangaukuthiuMfanafuthiinzalo

akanayo,kuniningalinda,ngiyabongamntanami

(mythankyou,youknowIwasstartingtothinking

thatMfanafuthiwasinfertilebecauseIhavebeen

waitingforlong.Thankyousomuch)

Mfana:meinfertile,pleasetellmeyoujoking.

Theyalllaughed,contentmentwasflyingtheair.

______

Nkosana



Hesmiledasheputhisphoneaway.Hewalked

overtowhereMasabathawassitting,hethrew

himselfnexttoherandstartedkissingher.

Sabatha:andthen

Nkosa:Zaneispregnant

Sabatha:ohmy,thatisawesome

Nkosa:yeahIcouldfeelherexcitementthroughthe

formandyouknowwhenshe'shappy,I'mhappy

too

Sabatha:Iwillcallandcongratulatethemlater

Nkosa:perfect,didyourmomcontactrecently?



Sabatha:nowhy?

Nkosa:just

Sabatha:nahbutshecomestoseethebabiesafter

work.Shehasbeensoberformonthsnowandshe

isstillworking,Iguessthatcountsforsomething

Nkosa:great,youneedtoforgiveher

Sabatha:Ihave,shejustdoesn'tknowyet

Nkosa:Ijustwantyouandyourmomtosolveyour

issuesbecauseIdon'twantbadbloodaroundmy

kids

Sabatha:notedsir



Nkosa:thankyouMasabathaforeverything,you

neverseizetoamazeme.Thankyouforcarrying

anddeliveringmybeautifultwins,thankyoufor

standingbymysideingoodandhardtimes.

Sabatha:Iloveyousilly

Nkosa:Iwanttoshowyousomething

Theintercomrang,Nkosanastooduptoattendtoit,

itwashismother.Heopenedthegateandthedoor,

afterafewminutesNtombiwalkedinfollowedby

Nkosenye.Theygreetedthecoupleandheaded

straighttothenursery,theysanitizedtheirhands

andpickedupeachtwin.

Nkosi:Ican'tgetenoughofthem,it'sliketheyare

attachedtomysoul,Bellalet'shavemorekids



Ntombi:areyoutryingtobefunny?

Nkosi:butlook,theyareadorable

Ntombi:wehavesomanygrandchildrentolook

after,that'senough

NkosanaandMasabathajustsmiledasthey

parentskeptgoingbackandforth.

Nkosa:OKchildren,thankyouverymuch

Nkosi:ngizoqhwasabulangempama(Iwillslapyou)

Nkosa:andhisback

Ntombi:"IbelieveNkosanahassomethingtoshow

youMissy",shesaidsmilingatMasabatha



Sabatha:yes,hejusttoldme

Ntombi:goon,wewillwatchthekids

Nkosa:comewithme

_______

Futhi

Thisismynewfavoritething,onceI'mdonewith

everything,Icomeandstanduponhiscotandjust

stareathim,ohbabyLondayouareperfect.

Mnqobi:andjustlikethathereplacedme



Futhi:don'tbesilly

Mnqobi:it'sthetruth

Futhi:everytimeIlookathimmyheartswellswith

happiness,thankyouMpungose.

Mnqobi:no…thankyou,I'msocomplete

Futhi:nowweneedtogetmarriedandlivehappily

everafter

Mnqobi:"that'sit…Amahlewantstosleepoveragain

becauseofthebaby",hechuckles

Futhi:whycan'tshejustmoveinonetime

Mnqobi:Ithinkyoumustjustforgetit,shelovesher



gogowaytoomuch.Weshouldmakepeacewithit.

Futhi:thattraitor

Mnqobi:OhandSimisoiscomingoverthis

weekend

Futhi:yaayImisshim,hissoscarce

Mnqobi:soyouhaven'theard?

Futhi:heardwhat?

Mnqobi:Yandacalledtheweddingoff

Futhi:what?



Mnqobi:yeah,thatchangeseverything

Futhi:butwhy,NtsikiandIworkedsohardtopull

thisthrough

Mnqobi:theyaresortingoutsomeissues

Futhi:can'ttheydothatwhilemarried

Mnqobi:wearenotgettinginvolved,Iwasjust

lettingyouknowsoyoucanchangethewedding

plans

Futhimarchedoutthenursery,shegrabbedher

phoneoutofthechargeranddialedNtsiki,Ntsiki

answeredinalowvoice.

Ntsiki:hello



Futhi:pleasetellmetheweddingisstillon

Ntsiki:hejust(shebrokedownintears)

Futhi:whathappened?

Ntsiki:it'sthebabything,hefoundmy

contraceptives

Futhi:butNtsiki…Whylietohim?

Ntsiki:IlovehimsomuchthatIfeellikeI'm

weakening,Iwanttodothingstopleasehimatall

cost,hedoesn'thavetoforceme,onewordandI'm

onit.IfeellikeI'mloosingmyindependence,my

fightingspirit,Iguessthisismetryingtoresist.



Futhi:yousaidhedoesn'tforceyou,ithappens

naturally?,it'slove.Whensomeonelovesyouright,

everythingjustfallsintoplace,youdon'thaveto

proveapointortrytoohard,yonkeinto

iyazenzakalela,stopfightingit.Aslongasyouare

happyandhisnotforcingyoutodothingsyoudon't

wanttodo,letitbe.

Ntsiki:I'msousedofbeingincontrolofevery

aspectinmylife,IguessIletthatgetintomyhead,

nowhewantstimeout.

Futhi:humbleyourselfandapologize,thatman

lovesyou

Ntsiki:andIlovehimtoobuthewon'tlistentome

now

Futhi:pleasedon'tletallthisplanninggotowaste



Ntsiki:hewillmarrymebyforcethen

Futhi:flushthosepills,younotgettinganyyounger

Ntsiki:true
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Mfana

Heopenedthedoormotioningforhimtocomein.



Mfana:makeitsnappyndodaweareonourway

out

Man:eishBoss,Idon'tknowhowtotellyouthis

Mfana:khulumamthizman

Man:welluStationbamdubulile(theyshothim),he

passedon

Mfana:whathappened?

Man:I'mnotsurebutitseemslikehewas

quarellingnamajitaelokshin(withthegentsinthe

township)andhewasgunneddown

Mfana:kantiyiniumthethowenuningafuni

ukulalela?(whydouyouboyslisten?)Idon'twork



withamateurs,youhearme.Ithinkhavinglotsof

moneyisgettingintoyourheads,hewasprobably

drunkandwadelela(hebecamerude),Ialwaystell

youtokeepalowprofileandhaveclass.

Man:hadeboss(sorryboss)

Mfana:nowtellme,whathaveyoubeendoingwith

yourcash?

Man:eish…Boss

Mfana:mthizman,yousupposedtobethinking

aboutthefutureunlessyouwanttolivethislifefor

therestofyourlifeanditwon'tendwellforyou,

soonyourmoneywillfinishandyouwillwanttogo

againandagain,itwillbelikeanaddiction.Uzofa

njengenjasani(youwilldielikeadog)



Man:Ihearyouboss

Mfana:mxmuyanginayinastraightnje,ifyoudo

whatStationdid,youout.Nowinexactlythree

monthswesplitthecashandyouwillgiveStation's

cuttohisfamily

Man:butbosstheydon'tknowaboutitplusthey

canratusout.

Mfana:rulenumber1isthatamangetspaidfor

thejobtheyhavedone.Stationworkedforthatcash,

deadoralivehewillgethiscut.That'swhywedoall

thesepledges,inthislineofworkloyaltygoesa

longway.ThefamilyknewStationwasacriminal

andIknowtheywillutilizethecashwell.

Man:wow…I..Ithoughtifyoudiethenyoudead



Mfana:youstillhavealongwaytogo,nowgo.Iwill

beintouchandletmeknowaboutthefuneral.

Man:surebhozayami

_______

Naratted

Hisphonerangvigorouslyonthecoffeetable,he

pulledthecigaroutofhismouthandpuffedacloud

ofsmoke.Hegrabbedhisphoneandansweredit.

Pablo:hombre

Carlos:wherethefuckismyson?

Pablo:wherethefuckisthatslutyoucallawife



Carlos:I'mwarningyou

Pablo:(helaughed)youthinkI'mscaredofyou,Im

amotherfuckencucuracha(cockroach)andyou

justatinylittleant,Iwillsquashyou.Nowwhereis

thatgorgeousslutofyours.

Carlos:whereisLorenzo?

Pablo:Idon'tknow,youshouldknowsincehisthere

withyou,Ihaven'theardfromhim.

Carlos:whatdidyoudotomyson,hijodeputa(son

ofabitch)

Pablo:nothing,Iraisedthatboyup.Iwouldn'tharm

him.NowputMarciaontheline



Carlos:no

Pablo:IwasbeingnicebutIcanseeyouare

stubborn.MarciaandIhavesomeunfinished

business,didshetellyouhowsheletmerummage

herfatpussy.IthinkI'mobsessedbecausetillthis

day,Ican'tgethermoansoutofmyhead…."ahfuck

mepapi,damnthatbitchissogood".

Carlos:stop

Pablo:putheronthephoneperra(bitch)

CarloswipedhistearsandcalledforMarcia,he

gaveherthephoneandsatonthecouchashe

observedher,tryingtostudyherbodylanguage.He

wantedtoseeifshecarriedanyguiltbuttherewas

nothing,shewasherbeautifulselfeveninoldage.

Hewashurtinginside,knowingthathiswifewas



easyforothermantotap.

Marcia:noIdidn'tsendanything,theremustan

explanation,IwillwillconfirmwithCarlos…NoNo

no,cometoSouthAfricaforwhat?

SheglancedatCarlosandswallowed…

Marcia:Iwilldoit,justdon'tcomehere

Shehung

Carlos:and?

Marcia:hisaccusingmeofsendinghimanemail

thatcrashedhiscomputerbutIsaidIwillconfirm

withyoubecauseIneversentthatemail



Carlos:"butmaybeyoudid,sinceheknowshowfat

yourpussyis",Marciaswallowed

Marcia:heforcedmeandthreatenedme

Carlos:youaresuchabitch

Carlosstoodupandwalkedout,whileMarciawas

callingouthisname.

Marcia:Carlos!Carlos!

______

Delisile

ShepacedupanddowninNellyandSoso's

apartment.



Deli:howcanyounotknowwhereyoursisteris

Nelly?Uwenaomdala(youtheeldest)

Nelly:ma..likeItoldyou,Sosoisabiggirlandshe

canhandleherself.Sheescapedinhospitalwitha

motive

Deli:nonosomethingisnotright,thenursesaid

shewasmeanttogotoEasternCapebutshenever

arrived

Nelly:maybethenurseislying,Sosomessedup

andperhapsherliescaughtupwithherandshe

decidedtolaylow.

Deli:whatlies,mybabyispregnantwena

skebereshe(youbitch),yousupposetolookafter

youtsisterandnotthis



Nelly:Sosoisnotalittlegirlanymore,shecanopen

herlegsandfallpregnant

Deli:atleastshekeptherpregnancyasforyou,how

manyGravesyoucarryisthattinywaistofyours?

Nelly:what?Howdidyouknowthat?

Deli:alittlebirdietoldme

Nelly:Soso!Wow…Wellletmetellyouaboutyour

lastborn.AtleastIknewifIkeptthosepregnancies,

mybabiesweregoingtosufferandIdidthe

abortionveryearlyinmypregnancy,it'snotlikea

killedawholehuman.

Deli:abortionisabortionNelisiweandIdon'tagree

withit.IcouldhaveabortedyouandSosobutI



didn't,lookathowbigyouallarewithoutyourfather,

useprotectionandcontraceptivesifyoudon'twant

children.It'sbetterthanyoukillingthoseinnocent

lives.

Nelly:pleasedon'tjudgemema,atleastIownupto

mymistakesbutSosoisbusyphoningyouacting

likeaSaint.Yourgoldenchildsleptwithanother

manandpinnedthepregnancyonthatKhozaman,

hedruggedhimhopinghewillgetarousedand

sleepwithherbuttheguypassedout.Idon'tknow

howthoseabortionpillsgotintohersystembutthe

doctorpickeduptraces,Sosoisdenyingit.

Deli:itdoesn'tmakesenseandnoIloveyouboth,

there'snogoldenchildhere.

Nelly:yeahright

Deli:weneedtofindhersoshecanexplainthis



Nelly:myekeshewillreturnI'mtellingyou

________

Naratted

SilenceengulfedthecarasNkosanapressedonthe

accelerator,hekeptstealingglancesatMasabatha,

hisheartwarnedup.Shewassodamnbeautiful

andeverythingshewantedinawoman.Masabatha

caughthimstaringandblushed

Sabatha:yiniindabawangitshontsha(what'swrong,

whyareyoustealingglancesatme?)

Nkosa:umuhle(youarebeautiful)



Sabathablushedcoveringherfacewithonehand

andthenshelookedoutthewindow."UntilltheEnd

oftime"byJustinTimberlakefeatBeyonceplayed

softlythroughtheradio,Nkosanaincreasedthe

volume.HechuckledstaringatMasabatha,shewas

beamingjumpingupanddownherseat.

Sabatha:Ilovethissong

Nkosa:metoo,OK…IwillbeJTandyouwillbe

Beyonce

Sabatha:ohdear…wereallydoingthis?

Nkosa:"hellyeah,let'sdothis",hehitthedashboard

inexcitement

Sabatha:Iwanttoseeemotionsandeverything,I'm

takingavideoofthis



Nkosa:onlyforoureyes,nosharingorpostingon

InstagramorFacebook

Sabatha:foroureyesonly,Ipromise

Masabathapositionedthephoneonthedashboard

andpressedforthevideocameratostartrecording.

Nkosanaclearedhisdeepvoice,hestartedsinging

whilelookingatMasabatha.

Nkosa: Iwokeupthismornin'

AndheardtheT.Vsayin'somethin'

Aboutdisasterintheworldand

ItmademewonderwhereI'mgoin'

There'ssomuchdarknessintheworld

ButIseebeautyleftinyougirl

Andwhatyougivemeletsmeknow



ThatI'llbealright

Thecouplesangthechorusinunison,Masabatha

wasdancingwithherhandsItheair,thenshe

clearedherthroatforherpart.Shebitherlipand

blewNkosanaakiss,hesmirkedather,thinninghis

eyes.

Sabatha: Nowifyoueverwonderin'

AboutthewayI'mfeeling

Wellbabyboythereain'tnoquestion

Justtobearoundyouisablessing

Sickandtiredoftrynatosavetheworld

Ijustwannaspendmytimebein'yourgirl

Andwhatyougivemeletsmeknowthatwe'llbe

alright

Nkosa:"that'smygirl",hescreamed



Ontopoftheirvoicestheysangthechorusin

unisononcemore.Theybothlooksohappyandit

wasabeautifulsighttobehold.

Both: CauseifyourlovewasallIhad

Inthislife

Thatwillbeenough

Untiltheendoftime

Sorestyourwearyheart

Andrelaxyourmind

CauseI'mgonnaloveyougirl/boyuntiltheendof

time

Yougotmesingin'(ohhohohohohohwhoayeah),

****



ThedrivewasgettinglongforMasabathathatshe

startedaskingquestions.

Sabatha:kantisiyaphiNkosa(wherearewegoing?),

mychildren

Nkosa:wearealmosthere

Sabatha:weareonthemountains,whatisitthat

wanttoshowme?

Nkosa:patience

Thecarcameintoahaltinthemiddleofnowhere,

Nkosajumpedoutandwalkedovertotheotherside

toopenforaconfusedMasabatha.

Sabatha:whatthehellisgoingonhere?Hlase?



Nkosa:"shhhandfollowme",hegentlyentertwined

hishandwithhersandtheywalked

Sabatha:Thisgrassislongandit'sscratchingmy

legs,lookatyouwearingtimberlandsandlong

jeans.Youshouldhavetoldmetowearjeans

aswellifweweregoinghunting

Nkosa:(helaughed)thewayyoulovecomplaining

dynamite

Sabatha:"I'mwearingslopsandaminiskirtfor

cryingoutloud…Ouch",shescreamed

Nkosa:hopon,Iwillcarryyou

Shehoppedontohisbackandhecontinuedwalking



Sabatha:amInotheavy?

Nkosa:youarebutyouareminesoIcanhandleit

Theywalkedtilltheirreachthepeakoftheasmall

hill,itwasperfectlyflatatthetopandtherewasa

chopperwaitingforhim.

Sabatha:(shegasped)ohmygosh,arewegoingto

ridethat?

Nkosa:yousayyouknowyourmanright?..

Sabatha:yesIdo

Nkosa:nowtellmewhyhaven'tyoubeenonathe

familyjet?



Sabatha:therehasn'tbeenaneed,canItellyoua

secret

Nkosa:IthinkIknowitalready

Sabatha:I'vneverbeenintheairbefore

Nkosa:Iknewit

Awhiteguynoticedthemwalkingforth,hejumped

outandsmiledatNkosana.

Steven:Ithoughtmaybeyouweren'tcoming

anymore

Nkosa:what?Hellno,thisisit



Steven:Iwilltakeyourvehiclethenyoucanfetchat

myplace

Nkosa:thanksStevenbro

Steven:anytime

Theybrohugandexchangedkeys

Steven:enjoy

Thenhewalkedaway,leavingMasabathaand

Nkosanahoppingontothechopper.Attheback

wasabouquetofflowers,Nkosanagrabbedthem

andhandedthemovertoMasabatha.

Nkosa:beautifulflowersforabeautifullady



Sabatha:thankyoubabawabo

Nkosa:areyouready?

Sabatha:uhm…Ithinkso

Nkosa:youwillco-pilotwithme?

Sabatha:no…Hawu

Nkosa:wecan'tflyifIdonothaveaco-pilot

Sabatha:"whatisthisnowNkosana?",Shesaid

irritably

Nkosa:it'seitheryouhelpmeflyorwestuckher,

Stevenhasalreadyleftwiththecarandthere'sno

signalhere



Sabatha:youdidthisonpurpose

Nkosa:let'smakeourselvescomfortablethen,

hopefullytheywillputoneandonetogetherwhen

theyseeusnotreturning

Sabatha:mykids…nkosiyami

Nkosa:don'tworrytheyarefine

Nkosalayedputthefleeceandpillowsthatwere

neatlyfoldedattheback.

UNkosa:comesleepnexttome

Masabathacompliedstillirritated.



Nkosa:Ifyoucangetonewish,whatwouldyou

wishfor?

Sabatha:well…Letmesee…(Shepausedand

squintedhereyes)Iwouldwishformydadtocome

back

Nkosa:youmisshim?

Sabatha:everysingleday,Isomehowbelievehe

tookapartofmewhenhediedbecausemylife

changeddrasticallyafterhewasgone

Nkosa:elaborate

Sabatha:theywerehappyNkosana,Idon'tknow

whatchanged.Thenextthingmydadkickedmy

momoutofthehouse,Irememberhercrying

askinghimtohandmeoverbecauseshewillnot



leavemebehind,butIcriedandclungontohislegs,

I'vealwaysbeenadaddy'sgirl.Idon'tknowwhat

happenedbutmydadwasreallyangry,somonths

downthelinemydadpassedon,mymomcame

backhomereekingofalcohol,shestartedabusing

me.Youhaveseenmyscars,sheblamedmefor

everythinggoingwronginherlife,shewouldpimp

metoherdrunkardfriendsbutluckilyIwasalways

astepahead.Ilearnttofendformyselfatatender

agebecauseIlostmymomtothebottle,whenIsee

howamazingyoumothersareIgetenvious

becausemymomis…wellyouknow.

Nkosa:"I'msorry",hepulledherclosetohim

Sabatha:it'sokay,Ihavemadepeacewithit

Nkosa:myturn…Askmeaboutmywish

Sabatha:whatisthatonewish?



Nkosa:tomarrythegirlofmydreams
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Nkosa:myturn…Askmeaboutmywish

Sabatha:whatisthatonewish



Nkosa:tomarrythegirlofmydreams

Sabatha:girlofdreamshuh?

Nkosa:yeah,nowcomeyouneedtoco-pilot,we

can'tstayhereforever

Sabatha:I'msoscared,whatifImakeamistake?

Nkosa:thenwewilldiejustlikethat

Sabatha:youmakingmemorenervous

Nkosa:Iwillguideyoudon'tworry

Sabatha:OKlet'sdothis



Theyhoppedintothecockpit,Nkosanasettledon

hispilotseat,hestrappedhimself.

Sabatha:whatdoIdo?

Nkosa:firstgetthatlittlebox,openitandwear

whateveryoufindinitonyourleftfinger,

Masabathaopenedtheboxandbeholdan

enormoussparklingdiamondringstaredather,she

sliditontoherleftfingerandturnedtoNkosana

Sabatha:next?

Nkosa:youcannowsitandstrapyourself

Shedid,Nkosanajustlookedatherandsmirked,

shestilldidn'tcatchup.



Nkosa:putyourheadseton,shedid.

Nkosanaopenedthethrottleandwaitedasthe

speedincreased,hethenslowlypulledupthe

collectives,thepitchincreased,hethendepressed

hisleftfootpedal,hekeptpullingslowlyonthe

collectives,whilefootstilldepressingontheleft

footpedal.Thechoppergotlightonit’sskidsand

slowlylefttheground,theytookoff.

Sabatha:”wowthatwasscary”,shescreamed

throughtheheadsetwithalittlemicattachedtoit

Nkosa:youdoinggreat

Sabatha:butIhaven’tdoneanything

Nkosa:Masabathawillyoumarryme?



Sabatha:whatdidyousay?

Nkosa:“canwedothisforeverthing?Youcanbe

myMrsandIwillbeyourMr.youarealreadythe

motherofmykids,youalreadymademyhouse

warm,youhavealreadybrightenedmylife.The

reasonwhyI’maskingyouhereisbecause,Iwon’t

beabletohandletherejectionshouldyounotwant

tobewithme.Iwilljustletgoofthehandleandwe

willbothcrash”,hechuckled.

Sabatha:“trymesatanandyouwillknowme,how

dareyousaythat”,shecrissedherforehead

Nkosa:youwanttobeatme?Goonandseewhat

happenstoyou

MasabathaclickedhertongueandNkosanaburst

outlaughing



Nkosa:I’mgoinghigherupsoyoucangetabetter

view

Sabatha:"please",shesquealedinexcitement

Thechopperascendedevenhigher,theycouldsee

theocean,thebuildings,MosesMabhidastadium.It

wasbeautifulandsmallcomparetowhenyouare

actuallywalkingthroughandaround,it’samazing

whatheightcando.

Nkosa:Ihaveaconfessiontomake

Sabatha:Iseewhatyoutryingtodo,youwantto

confessthingsknowingverywellthatIwontdo

anythingtoyoubecausemylifeisinyourhands

Nkosanaswiftthegearandthechopperslantedto



theside,Masabathascreamedinpanic

Sabatha:“mychildren!!”Shecriedsomemore

Nkosanabroughtthechopperbackandsmirked

Nkosa:youtalktoomuch

Sabatha:Ican’twaittogetoffthisthing

Nkosa:dependingonyouranswers,nowcanI

confess?

Sabatha:knockyourselfover

Nkosa:“(laughs)wellwhileyouwerebusybeing

pregnant,Ididsomething”.Hekeptquiet



Sabatha:pleasetalkandstopboringmewithlong

pauses.Youcheateddidn’tyou?Ipromiseyou

NkosanaI’mdonewithyou

Nkosa:Imayhave

Sabatha:saveit,takemehome

Nkosa:I’mnotdone

Sabatha:“wellI’mdone,Iwillnotsithereandlisten

toyoubreakingmyheart.Ihavebeenthroughalot,

I’vehadituptillherewithyou.Lookatme,Igottwo

children,I’mcohabiting.ThankGodImanagedto

finishschool”…shewipedhertears

Nkosa:Imetupwithyourfamilyandpaidlobolafor

you,Ipaidforyourvirginity,lobolaforthekids,and



youaretraditionallymywifenow.Iwantedto

surpriseyouandalsoIdidn’twantyoutostress

sinceyouwerepregnant.Iamtakenabackthat

yourmothermanagedtokeepthisfromyouthis

long.I’mhereshittingonmypantsbecauseIhave

doneallthesethingsbutIhaven’taskedthequeen

ofmyheartifit’sok.

Sabatha:areyoucrazy?Ofcourseit’snotokay,

whatdoyoutakemefor?

Shewipedhertearswithhertop

Nkosa:“shit”,hesaidwithregretwritteninhiseyes

Sabatha:I’msomadatyouNkosanaKhoza,I’m

lividthatyouthinkthatIwouldn’tbeokaywiththis

Nkosa:I’msorry(hesighed)Iknewthiswasabad



ideabutsillyme…wait,whatdidyousay?

Sabatha:Iwillmarryyoudummy

Nkosa:areyouserious?,hechucklednervouslyhis

handsstillonthecontrols

Sabatha:“yeshawu,Ihavebeenwaitingfor

decadesforthis.Lifewithoutyouisunbearable,I

triedit”.Shechuckledthroughhertears.

Nkosa:there’satimewhereIthoughtyoudidn’t

wantmeanymoreMasabatha

Sabatha:Iloveyouandyouknowit.Nowwhereis

myring?

Nkosa:youalreadywearingit,hechuckled



Sabatha:No(shegasps)isthismine?

Nkosa:yes,Ithoughtyouwouldpickitupfromthe

getgobutyoutooslow

Sabatha:NoNkosa…thislooksexpensivebabe

Nkosa:so?

Sabatha:thankyouHlase,ifIwasn’tsoscaredto

movefrommyseat,Iwasgoingtohugandkissyou.

Iloveit,itissogorgeous

Nkosa:I’mgladyouloveit,Iwasn’tsuresinceyou

aren’tintothesethings.Isitsafetocallyoumywife

orIambeingforward?



Sabatha:letmeenjoybeingafiancéforacoupleof

minutesplease

Nkosa:finewithme

******

Ntsiki

Theyweremeetingsebastienfortheirgownfitting

forthehundredtime

Sebi:Imgettingtiredofthis,howmanytimesare

yougoingtofitinthesedresses?

Ntsiki:wejustwanttomakesurethatitisstill

perfect



Sebi:whenarethegroomscomingespeciallyyours

MrsOfficer

Ntsiki:I’malieutenantSebinotanofficer

Sebi:samedifference

Ntsiki:ohmygosh,Ican’twithyou

Futhi:Mnqobiwillcomeinafteranhour,it’shis

courtdaytoday

Ntsiki:“howonearthwillIgetYandatofit?Thisisa

badideaFuthi”,sheheavedasigh

Futhi:youcan’tgiveupjustlikethat,Yandaloves

youhisjustabithurtbuthewillcomearound



Sebi:leavethatonetome,hewillmarryyoueither

helikesitornot

Ntsiki:(sheheavedasigh)maybeIshouldtalkto

hismom

Futhi:that’snotsuchabadidea

Ntsiki:IwillspeaktoherwhenwegettoUnderberg

*******

Enhle

Sheputhersondowninhisaskybluecot,she

smiledandhesuckedonnothing,probablythinking

reminiscingsuckingonhismamabreast.



Ntwe:hishandsomeisn’the?

Enhlegotstartledbutrelaxedwhenshesawher

husbandstandingbydoor

Enhle:hewarmsmyheart,whatareyoudoinghere?

Ntwe:Icalleditaday,Ijustwanttospendmytime

withmywifeandchildren

Enhle:youshouldhavejusttakenyourleave

Ntwe:Icouldn’tevenwork,allIthinkaboutisyou

guys,Ishouldhavetakenthatleaveforreal.

Enhle:gofreshenup,Iwillfixyousomethingtoeat

Shewalkedovertohim,stoodonhertiptoesand



peckedhislips

Ntwe:actuallyyougoandsit,Iwillcooktodayafter

Ifetchthekidsfromschool

Enhle:thankyouSengwayo

Ntwe:youknowShakesdecidedondivorcingZinhle

evenafterhefoundoutthatsheispregnant

Enhle:nooo

Ntwe:yeah,Itriedbutheisnotbudging.

Enhle:thatisterrible

Ntwe:yeah,letmegofreshenup,Iwillbackjust

nowMbaliyami



Enhle:whattimeareweleaving?

Ntwe:afterIfeedyouguys,it'salongdrive

Enhle:okay

*****

Langa

Theystaredatthescreenfortheumpteenthtime,it

wouldjustringwithnoanswer.

Langa:maybemomisbusy

Carane:shedoesn’tlovemeanymore?



Langa:she’sbusybaby,shehasalottodoatwork

Carane:maybeIneedtofindanewmummy,Iwill

makesuresheisn’tbusy

Langachucklednervously.Thenabeepcame

throughthelaptop,hesighedinreliefwhenhesaw

MJ’snameflashingonthescreen.

Langa:Mary-Janehowareyou?

Mj:heyguysI’msosorry,Ihavebeensobusy.

Carane:hellomummyareyoucomingfromwork?

Mj:nobabyit’stheweekend,mummydoesn’twork

onweekends



Carane:whyareyouwearingabigjersey,isitcold?

Mj:yeah,shesaidreluctantly

Carane:Ilostmytoothmummy…look

Sheopenedhermouthtoshowher

Mj:ohwow,whatdidthetoothfairygiveyou?

Carane:R10butpapasaidIhavealotofmoneyin

thebank.Momwegotalotofnewbabies,Aunt

Enhlehasababyboy,AuntSabihastwinscanyou

believeit(sheexaggerated)andalsoauntFuthihas

ababyboy.

Mj:that’sreallynicemyangel



Carane:aregoingtocomevisitmeduringholidays?

Mj:Iwilltry,

Carane:“butthat’swhatyousaidthelasttime”,she

wipedhertears

Mj:Idon’thaveenoughmoneybutassoonasI

haveit,Iwillcome

Carane:Ihavemoney,Iwillsendyoumoney

Mj:blessyourheartmylittleangelbutyourmoney

isnotenough

Carane:FINEIguessIwillfindmyselfanew

mummy,



Shesniffedandwipedhertearswithherdress,

Langaheldhercloseasthepainofwatchinghis

daughtercrycutsdeep.

Langa:"Princess!Whydon’tyousaybyetomummy

soyoucangocatchonDocMcstuffins,because

whendaddyisfinishweneedtodrivetothefarm

remember?"shestormedoutwithoutevenlooking

atthescreen

Mj:shehatesme

Langa:doyoublameher?

Mj:“thanksrubitallthewayin”,sherolledhereyes

Langa:youarepregnant?



Mj:mindyourownbusinessCarvin

Langa:(hechuckles)congratulationsonyourlong

silkyhairbabybutIwantyoutoknowisthatitwas

thelasttimeImakeanexcuseforyou,sothatyour

daughterdoesn’tseeyouasabadperson

Mj:I’malwaystiredthesedayspleaseunderstand

Langa:haveanicelifeMary-Jane

Mj:Carvin!

Langaslammedthelaptopshut,hestormedoutthe

room

Langa:Ineedtohitablaachie(weed)



*******

Masabatha

Thechopperdescendedondustypatchina

secludedfarmwithhectaresofvacantland,there

wasnosignoflifebutjustabungalowcottage

housesurroundedbythreewendyhouses.

Sabatha:wherearewe?

Nkosa:weinUnderberg

Sabatha:hawuHlaseweleftthekidsbackhome

Nkosa:don’tworryeverythingwillbefine



Theengineslowlydieddownandtheyhoppedout,

Nkosanacalledsomeonetocomepickthemup

sinceitseemedlikealongwalktothecottage.A

familiarbakkieapproached,withinafewminutes

Ntsikasteppedoutofthevehiclelookinglikea

millionbucks.Thebrothersbrohugged.

Ntsika:and?

Nkosa:yonkeintoimengomumo(everythingwent

accordingly)

Ntsika:"congratsman",heturnedtoMasabatha,

"mkami"Masabathablushed.

Nkosa:"weeerhee",herolledhiseyes

Sabatha:Musaukuphapha(stopbeingforward)



NtsikaandSabathahugged.

Nkosa:andwenahowdiditgo?

Ntsika:surprisinglywell,theyarediscussingmy

coronationaswespeak

Nkosa:that'sgreatman

Ntsika:yeahitalsohelpedthatNandihavebeen

communicatingwithmaNtombiaboutthedreams

andvisions.

Nkosa:"wenaongasenhla"(yourhighness)he

gentlybowed

Ntsika:"what?Nooodon'tdothat",hesmackedhis

shoulder



Sabatha:whatarewedoinghereanywhereNkosi

yami

Nkosa:wemaNdlovu!Whoareyoucalling"Nkosi

yakho"?

Sabatha:isn'tNtsikagoingtoaKingsoon?That's

howyourefertoakingmylove.

Nkosa:"noit'sjustKing,thisisgoingtobea

problem",hesaidturningtoNtsika

Ntsika:(hechuckled)don'tbejealousbro,thisismy

wife,shecancallmewhatevershewants

Nkosa:unyilesaan(youareshittingonyourself)



Ntsika:"don'tletmypeoplehearyoutalkingtome

likethat",hechuckles

Nkosa:nabobanyile(theyarealsosittingon

themselves)

TheyhoppedontothebakkieandNtsikadroveoff.

*****

Laterthatday

NontsikeleloandFuthiparkedoutsidethebungalow

cottagehouse,theysteppedoutfollowedby

Masabatha'smom.Zanespottedthemand

squealedinexcitement.

Zane:"Ithoughtyouwon'tmakeit…Sawubonama",



shegreetedMasabatha'smom

Sabatha'smom:hellosisiunjani?(howareyou?)

Zane:I'mgoodthanks,comethisway,theyall

followedher

Thecottagewasbeautifullydecoratedwithfairy

lightstwinklinggivingtheroomaspeciallighting

effect.TheKhoza’s,theMpungose's,theZungu's

hadgatheredinthisnewfarmtheyhadjust

purchasedtocelebratetheirsuccessandofcourse

NkosanaandMasabatha'sunion.Sanegrabbed

Masabathaintoanemptyroom.

Sane:youknowIloveyouright?

Sabatha:yes



Sane:goodbecauseIgotyouadressandI'mhere

todoyourmakeup

Sabatha:why?

Sane:becausetodayisahappyday,juststayhere

andIwillbeback.I'mgoingtofetchmymakeupkit

inthecar

Sanelisiwerushedoffbutafewminutespassed

withhernotreturning,justwhenMasabathawas

abouttostandupthedoorcreakedopen.

Sabatha:mom!(itcameoutasawhisper)Whatare

youdoinghere?

Sabatha'smom:sodidyousayyes?Itoldhimif

yousayno,hewillnotgethislobolaback,she

chuckles



Sabatha:pleasedon'tdrinktonight,Ibegyou

Sabatha'smom:ItoldyouSabathaIdon'tdrink

anymore

Sabatha:mmmh

Sabatha'smom:so?

Sabatha:"whatchoicedidIhave,yousoldmetothe

highestbidder",shechuckledsarcastically

Sabatha'smom:Ithoughtyoulovedthatboy,heck

youevengavehimchildrenandyoulivetogether.

Sabatha:"I'mjokingIsaidyes",shestretchedout

herhandandshowedherthering



Sabatha'smom:yinhle(it'sbeautiful)I'msorry

Sabatha:momdon't,it'sokay

Sabatha'smom:"noit'snotIhavefailedyouso

terribly,Ican'teventakethecreditofhow

successfulyouhavebecome.Iamsoashamedof

thewayItreatedyou,Iallowedangertoruleover

meanddumpedallofmyadultproblemsontomy

littleprincess",herlipstrembledasasoftsob

escapedhermouth

Sabatha:"whymama?I'myouronlychild,it

shouldn'thavebeendifficultforyoutoloveand

protectme",shewipedhertears

Sabatha'smom:IfinallymadepeacethatIcould

neverbewiththeloveofmylifesoIsettledwith

yourfatherinstead,hewasagoodguywithagood



job,Iknewhewilltreatmeright.Ilearnttolovehim

wewerefinallyhappybutwecouldn'tbearchildren

andthatstartedbotheringhim,hestartedputting

pressureonmesoIwenttothecliniconlytofind

outthatI'mperfectlyfine.SinceIknewtheproblem

waswithhim,Iseducetheloveofmylifeinto

sleepingwithme,hefellforit,wemadelovethe

wholenightandninemonthslaterIgavebirthto

you.Youshouldhaveseenthehappinesswrittenin

yourfather'sfacewhenhelaidhiseyesonyou,I

knewIdidwrongbutitwasfortherightreasons.

ProblemsstartedwhenIkeptgoingbackformore

fromthemanthatreallygavemeyou,yourfather

foundoutandcutmeoutbutrefusedwithyou.He

lovedyouwitheverythinginhim,Iregretted

everythingthenonwardsbecausemylittleaffair

alsoendedthatday.Themancuttieswithme

becausehetoowasmarriedandwasnotwillingto

loosehisfamilyforme.

Sabatha:Mamayouareevil,howcouldyoudothat

todad?ThatmanlovedmelikeIwashisownchild



Sabatha'smom:I'mnotproudmyangel,yearswent

byaftermyhusbandpaston.Theguiltcreptinlike

athiefatnight,Istartedblamingmyselfforhis

death,ifIhadbeenfaithfulthenhewouldstillbe

alive.Hewasverystressedafterfindingoutabout

myaffair,that'swhenIstarteddrinking,IknowI

blamedyouforallthathappened.Iwasjealousof

howhechoseyouovermeeventhoughheknew

youweren'thisbutthetruthisitismyfault.I'mso

sorryMasabatha,pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme,itdoesn'thavetobetoday.

Sabatha:whoismydadthen?

Sabatha'smom:it'syouruncle,yourfathersbrother

Sabatha:wowmom

Sabatha'smom:IknowImessedupprettybad



Sabatha:Iforgiveyou,shewipedhertears,I'ma

mothernowIamsomeone'swife,I'mnotthatlittle

girlanymore.Idon'twantthisbadbloodbetweenus

toruinthingsformychildren,soIforgiveyoubut

pleaseforgiveyourselftoo.

Sabatha'smom:"thankyoumychild",shecried

pullingherintoanembrace

Asoftknockdisturbedthem

Sabatha:comein

Nkosanawalkedinwithasmileplasteredonhis

mouth.

Sabatha'smom:letmegoandgreetthetwins



ShestoodupandnoddedatNkosanathensheleft.

Nkosanalockedthedoor.

Nkosa:it'sapartywhat'swiththetearsdynamite?

Sabatha:don'tactdumbIknowyoudidthis

Nkosa:diditwork?

Sabatha:sortoffnowIcanmoveonwithmylife

Nkosa:youareonestrongwomanMasabatha,I

reallyadmireyou.

Sabatha:sometimesIdon'tfeelthatstronghey



Nkosa:thenyouhavenoidea

Sabatha:thanks…Foreverything

Nkosa:Iloveyou

Sabatha:Iloveyoutoo…Canyoubelieveit,mydad

isactuallymyuncle

Nkosa:Iknow

Sabatha:youalreadyknew?

Nkosa:sortoff,Ijustwantedtobesure

Sabatha:justsoyouknowIdon'twanthiminmy

life.Don'tbeorganizingreconciliationsbecauseit

won'twork.



Nkosa:youbetteroffwithouthimanyway…His

actuallyadouche

MasabathalaughedasNkosanatickledher,that

littleordealturnedintoasteamylovemaking

session.

*****

Nonduhitherflutewithaspoontogeteveryone's

attention,theroomwasbuzzingwithsoftmusic

serenadinginthebackground.

Nondu:attentionplease!!Mymanwantstospeak

Busanismiledandshookherheadinamusement,

theroomwentquiet.



Busani:"thanksbeautiful",hespankedherbutt

Nondusquealedthefamilychuckled.Wellweare

here(heheavedasigh)wethankGodandour

ancestorsforseingusthrough,wehavelaughed,

wehavecried,welostandweachieved.Wejust

wanttosayweareproudofeverysingleoneofyou,

wecannowgoonvacationbecauseyouhave

grabbedontothoseropesprettywell.Youareall

settlingdownandhavebusinessestorun,heckwe

ownafarmandhaveakingdomtorun.Longlive

theKhoza’s,theMpungose's,theZungu's,the

NorwoodandtheZulu's.

Them:longliveastheyliftuptheirglasses

Carlosscreamedinhisdrunkenvoice

Carlos:youforgettomentionthemotherfucken

Sanchez,yes,weneedtolivelongtoo…Punta



Busani:whateverSanchez

EveryonechuckledSizwewalkedoutforsomefresh

airbutthenMarciafollowedhimafterfeeling

embarrassedbyCarlos.Sizwedecidedagainst

freshairandheadedtothebathroominstead,he

sprungouthisrodandreleasedthenhefeltsoft

handscaressinghimfrombehind.

Sizwe:Marciastop

Marcia:pleasefuckme

Sizwe:Youareamarriedwoman,pleaserespect

yourself

Marcia:"thatsnotwhatyousaidwhenyoufucked

metheotherday,Iwantsomeofthis",shetouched



hisdick

Herwarmhandscausedhisrodtoharden,Marcia

smirkedbutthenthethoughtofPrettycame

throughhismind,hisdickwentsoft.Hescoffedand

pulleduphisunderwearandpants,hewashedhis

hands.

Marcia:please

Sizwe:No

ThentheyheardCarlosdrunkenvoicescreaming

outsidethecorridor.

Carlos:MarciayouPunta,whereareyoubitch.

WhatwasIthinkingmarryingawhore,lookatme

now.Marcia!…Marcia!Marcia!



Sizwe:shit!

AfterafewminutesSizwewalkedoutmaintaininga

straightface.Carlossawhimandfollowed.

Carlos:heyheyheybuddy,didyouseeMarcia?

Sizwe:No

MeanwhileMarciasneakedouttothebathroomand

intothenextavailableroom,sheswitchedher

phonetosilentmode.Carlosdrewouthisphone

andcalledMarciawithhisotherhandholdingonto

Sizwe.

Sizwe:letgoofmeman,Idon'tknowwhereyour

wifeis



Sizweyankedhishandofhimandwalkedaway.

Carlosstaggeredintothetoiletcallingoutfor

Marcia,heopenedeverydoorbutnothing.

Carlos:bloodypunta
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Epiloguepart2/3

-----------------------

Thereignofthelion-Allsinswillbejudged

3monthslater

Itwastheweehoursofthemorningwhenanusual

feelingvisitedNtsikayomuzi,hejumpedoutofbed

soakingwet,themorehestayedintheroomthe

morehumidhefelt.Heopenedtheslidingdoorinto

thebalconyforsomefreshairbutnothing,he

scoffedandwentbackinside.Hepacedupand

down,hismovementsfinallywokeNandiup.



Nandi:Elwhat'sgoing?

Ntsika:I'mfeelinghot.

Nandihoppedoutofbedpushingherbigbelly,she

wasnow6monthspregnant,shegaspedlookingat

adrippingNtsika.

Nandi:yousoakingwet

Ntsika:yeah,Iwantedtoputtheairconditioneron

butthenyouwerestillsleeping,Ididn'twantittobe

toocoldforyou.

Nandi:grababottleoficecoldwaterinthebar

fridge



Ntsikabriskwalkedtothefridgeandfishedouta

sizzlingcoldbottleofwater,hegulpeditonego.

Nandistartedpattinghisbodywithacleandry

towelbutitwasn'tworking.Nandigatheredher

medicalbox,shecameoutwithathermometer,and

shegentlyplaceditunderNtsika'stongue.

Nandi:thisisnew,forhowlonghaveyoubeen

feelinglikethis?

Ntsika:Iwasdeepinsleepandsomethingprobed

metogetupbutthenIwassoakingwet

Shepulledoutthethermometerandgasped

Nandi:ohmygoshyourtemperatureisrising

rapidlyHlase,youarealreadyover42degrees,get

dressedwetakingyoutothehospital,thiscouldbe

Hyperpyrexia



Ntsikaputonhisshorts,thenheworehissocks

andtakkies.Nandidissappearedintothebathroom

torelease,herbladderwasnowpressed,shewiped

herselfthenwashedoffherhands.Whenshe

returnedtotheroom,Ntsikawasnowheretobe

found,sheputonherbigfluffygown,wiggledher

feetintohercomfysleepers,shegrabbedherphone

andheadeddownstairs.

Shesteadyherbreathandtriedtocalmthepanic

whenshesawthedoorcarelesslyopenedwide,the

morningbreezewaftedincausingNanditobemore

anxious.ShestartedcallingoutforNtsikatono

avail,thescenestartedplayinginherheadlikeit

wasamovie,andshecouldalmostsmellhim.His

roughnessandhispitchyvoice,hisheavybreathing

andhischerrybreath

Nandi:hisdead…hisdead,sherepeatedthemantra

Shegrabbedhercarkeysandheadedout,she



hoppedinanddialedNkosana.

Nkosa:nkosikazi

Nandi:I'mscaredNtsikajustdissappeared,Iamso

frightenedtoevenlookaroundthehouseforhim,

thedoorwaswideopened.

Nkosa:whereisDingane?

Nandi:hissleepingoverathisgrandparents

Nkosa:listenI'monmyway,ifyoufeelitssafe

driveoutjustincaseit'sanattackbutdrivestraight

tobabaMthobisi’shouse,IwillfindNtsika

NandinoddedasifNkosanacouldseeher,she

hungupandslowlydroveoff.



MeanwhileNkosanaslidoutofbed,hepecked

Masabatha'sforehead,hegotdressedanddrove

out.

****

Nandiwasnowontheroad,shehateddrivingat

night,itwasunsafeshecouldgethijackedand

rapedbutsheprayedagainstit.Asshewasdriving

shesawavisionofamanrunningafardistanton

food,thismanlookedfamiliar,andhewastopless.

Itlookedlikehewasjoggingbecausehewas

wearingtakkiesandshort,thenshenoticedthe

tattoo.

Nandi:ohmygoshNtsika,wherethehellishe

going?

Sheturnedthecararoundanddrovetheopposite



direction,shecouldrecognizetheroadinhervision.

SheconnectedherphonetothecarBluetooth,she

dialledNkosa.

Nkosa:nkosikazi

Nandi:Iknowwhereheis,I'mdrivingtherenow

Nkosa:listentomemaZulu,youareheavily

pregnant,Idon'twantyoustressing.Iwilltrackyour

carandIwilltakeitfromthere,I'mcomingwith

Yanda.

Nandi:OK

Shedroveasfastasshecouldsoshecouldcatch

up



*****

It'sbeenanhoursnowNkosanaisdrivingNandi

aroundinsearchforNtsikatonoavail.Theycaught

aglimpseofhimrunningthroughthebushesonthe

sideoftheroadbutwhentheytriedcallingoutfor

him,hecontinuedlikehecouldn'thearthem,the

hoppedontothecarsfollowingthetrailbutthen

theylosthim.Theroadandthetrailwaswidening

apart.

Nkosa:whatthehellisgoingonhere?

Nandi:it'stime…Yes….It'stime

Nkosa:timeforwhat?

Nandi:Ingonyama,NtsikaisgoingtoeMpunzi.It's

timeforreignifthelion



Nkosa:yes,weareplanningacoronationsoyeah

Nandi:Nothecoronationisjustforthemasses,this

isthespiritualsideofit.Weneedtoprepare,Ntsika

willbealrightbutweneedtopreparetoreceivehim

atthePalace

Nkosa:OK…wecandothateventhoughI'mstill

confused

Nandifishedoutherphoneinherpocketanddialled

maNtombi.

Ntombi:nkosazane

Nandi:ma!Isikhathisesifikile(thetimehascome)

pleasebringtothePalaceherbsandoilfromthe

SpaNtsikawillneedthem.Heisrunningbyfoot



andsomethingtellsmehisgoingtoMpunzi…I'mso

scaredma

Ntombi:areyoualone?

Nandi:NoI'mwithNkosana

Ntombi:good,don'tworrywewillbeonourway

nowanddonotbeafraid,ourancestorsare

protectingallofyou

Nandi:Idon'tdoubtthat,it'sjustthefearofthe

unknown,wedon'tknowwhatwewillfindatthe

Palace.

Ntombi:remembertopraymyangel,pray

Shehungup



NkosanawasonthephonewithYandasincehe

wasdrivingbehindthem.

_______

MpunziKingdom

AsuddenhumidityvisitedthePalace,theservants

triedtoignoreitbyitwasunbearable.Theytook

turnswithdrinkingwaterfromthetaps,theyfanned

themselvesbutnothing.Itwasstillweehoursofthe

morningbuttheyhadnochoicebuttogetupand

facewhateverheatwavethatwasamongthem.

StellastormedintoLwandle'schamber,shefound

herfidgetingwiththeairconditionerremote.

Stella:thatwon'thelpyou



Lwandle:it'ssohumidIcan'tevenbreathe,Ieven

tookacoldshowerbutnothing

Stella:somethingisnotright

Lwandle:"likewhat?”Shefuriouslypressedonthe

remote

Stella:Ican'tputmyfingeronitbutit'sbad

Lwandle:istheairconinyourroomworking?

Stella:Lwandle!!Focus,I'mtalkingtoyou

Lwandle:OK…oknoneedtoshout



Stella:thiskindofhumidityisnotnormal,Ifeellike

it'sawarningaboutsomething,arethegates

protected?

Lwandle:yes

Stellapacedupanddown,shewastalkingamongst

herselfthenacracklingsoundofthundervibrated

intheirears,soloudthattheycoveredtheirears.

Theyranoutsidetoseewhatwasactuallygoingon,

theyfoundtheirservantsscatteredcarelessly

outside.Thesoundburstedoutagain,thenatorrent

ofrainfellangrilytotheground,wettingeverything

insight.NkosanaparkedoutsidethePalacegate,

hequicklyrushedoutsohecouldtalktoNtsika.He

gotclosertohimandnoticedhischestrisingand

falling,hewastoplessandtheclawmarkonhis

backwasvisible.

Nkosa:Bafo,yougood?Arefuckingcrazyyoujust

ranonfoot2hoursstraight,whatthehellman



Ntsikadidn'tturnhisheadtoacknowledge

Nkosana'spresence,thenmorecarsparkedoutside

thentheseniorsrushedout,Ntsika'sbodycame

thuddingdownbutluckilyNkosanawasclose

enoughtocatchhim.Nandiscreamedshejumped

outofthecarrunningtowardsNtsikawithherbig

belly,shetrippedandalmostfellbutMthobisi

caughther.

Ntando:it'sokay,rememberyouarepregnant

princess

Nandi:"IwantNtsika,pleasegethimintoacar,it's

raining",shecried.

Theycarriedhimintothecar,Nandiinstructedthat

theytookofhisshoes.Hehadblistersallover,his

pulsewasstrongandhisbodyheatingup.



Mtho:what'swrongwithmyson?

Nandi:hisrecuperatinghewillwakeup,does

anyonehaveabottleofwater?

Nkosenyerantohiscartogrababottleandmade

hiswayback.Theyallreturnedtotheircarswaiting

forNtsikatowakeup,Nandihadhisheadonherlap,

gentlystrokinghisfadewhileNtandoattendedto

hisblisters.Helookedpeacefulinhisdeepslumber,

hischestgentlyroseandfellasalightsnore

escapedhismouth.

*****

Afteragoodhourtherainstoppedabruptlythesun

cameoutanddriedeverything,Gwadlelacameout

ofnowhere,hewentstraighttothecarwhereNtsika

wassleepingandknockedonceonthewindow.



Gwadlela:letthekingout

Mthobisiwindeddownhiswindowinthefrontseat

Mtho:hisstillsleeping

Gwadlela:it'stime,letouttheking

Nandi:hewon'tgetup,wehavebeenwaitinghere

foranhour

Gwadlelafishedoutatinybottleinhisdustybrown

slingbag,helearnedclosertowhereNtsikais.

Gwadlela:lethimbreatheonthis,putitclosertohis

nostrils

NandicompliedandwithinsecondsNtsikagasped



forairandcoughedabit,hesatupandscannedhis

surroundings.

Ntsika:Nandiareyouokay?Hegentlytouchedher

babybump,thenpeckedherlips

Nandi:I'mfinebutyouareneededoutside

Ntsika:mom…Dadwhatthehellisgoingon,where

ismyshirt?

Nandi:"wellyoudecidedtogojoggingshirtless…

so",sheshruggedhershoulders

Ntsikajumpedoutthecarafterhismom,he

flinchedatthepainhefeltonhisfeet.

Ntsika:fuck…whathappenedtomyfeet?



Ntando:that'swhathappenswhenyougorunning

withthewrongshoesboyandthat'snotawaya

kingspeaks

Ntsika:weeeeayiengathiizobainkingalento(it

seemslikethiswillbeaproblem)

Ntandodugintothebootandcamebackwith

Mthobisi’sslops,shehandedthemtoNtsika.

Mtho:awuchubbythosearemyfavorite,lethim

walkbarefoot,nexttimetheywilllearntoalways

keepapairinthecar

Ntsika:Iamyourking

Mtho:andIamyourfatherking,ngizogquzula(Iwill

beatyou)



Ntsika:yeahrightandyouwillbethefirstpersonI

throwinthedungeon.

Gwadlela:"weneedtogoinside,areyouready?”he

scannedallofthem

Them:yes

Gwadlela:canthewomanbefarfromherefirst

becausethingsmightgetoutofhand?

Nandi:I'mgoinginwithNtsika

Gwadlela:youcan'tmyQueen,youarecarrying

preciouscargoandonemistake

Nandi:Iwillnotletmyhusbandfacethosewitches



alone,afterwhattheydidtomyparents…NtsikaI'm

comingwithyou

Ntsika:nomyQueenyouwillstaybehind,Iwillnot

forgivemyselfshouldsomethinghappenstoyou

andmybaby.Please

Nandi:don'tlookattheirwaist,oncetheystart

dancingdon'tlook…Okay,nextthingyouwillbe

dancingtotheirtune

Ntsika:Iwon'tIpromise

Nandi:pleasebecarefulmyking

Gwadlela:nowItakeityouareallofthesameblood

becauseifyouarenotthenyouwilldieandwe

won'tbeabletosaveyou



Nondu:Liyandawillstaybehind

Busani:sontakethemandbookintoalodgeclose

bysotheycanrest,wewillcallyouwheneverything

isdone

Liyandasadlywentbacktohiscaranddroveoff

andtheseniorwivesfollowedafterhim.

Gwadlela:thisistheKhozablood?

Them:yes

Gwadlela:let'sgoin

Heknockedonthelargeandtallirongate,the

gatekeeperpeepedthroughthekeyholeand

recognizedGwadlela,hesmiledandopenedthe



gateforhimbutthenhewalkedinfollowedbyother

men,itconfusedhimbutbecausehesawGwadlela

heconcludedit'snothingharmfultothePalace,he

wasafriendandalovertothechieftess'mother,he

wouldn'texposethecheiftaincytoharm.

Therewasagroupofservantsworkingoutsidethe

yard,somewerehangingwashingontheline,while

otherswerepickingupdriedleavesinthefrontlawn.

Theatmospherechanged,theaurathatsurrounded

themwasnotyouraverage.Theyliftedtheireyes,

stoppingwhateveritisthattheyweredoing.The

chaoseruptedwhensomestartedscreaming

pointingatinvisiblelions.

Servant1:"amabhubesiweeejesu",shescreamed

(thelionJesus)

Servant2:keepyourvoicedownandbehave,can't

youseewehavevisitors,youareembarrassing

yourself



Servant1:"looklookitslions,weeeemalooooothey

willeatus",sherantheoppositedirection

Moreoftheservantscreamedinfearrunningthe

oppositedirection,lookingforaplacetohidebefore

theygetkilledbylions.

Nkosa:"whatisgoingonhere?"Heturnedto

Gwadlela

Gwadlela:theoneswithevilheartswillbejudged

todaybuttheoneswithpureheartswillbe

protected

Ntsika:wowgreat…westilldon'tgetit

Mtho:don'tmindhim,hissilly



Ntsika:Iamthekingofthisplace,andIcommand

younottospeakinriddles

Gwadlela:ifyouaregoingtorulewithanironfist

thenyouwon'tlivelong.

Ntsika:yohyouarestuckup,youneedtogetlaid.I

wasjustblackmailingyoutobeclearer

Nkosi:Ntsika!

Ntsika:sorry

Busani:leavemyboysalone,whathappenedto

yoursenseofhumour…Ifeellikewearestarringsin

themovies,everywhereweenterpeoplescatter



Gwadlela:waituntilthewitchesshowthemselves,

it'sonlyamatteroftime

Nkosi:sowepounceandkillwhatevercomesaway?

Gwadlela:shoulditcometothatbutthisisnotour

fightbuttheancestors,weareheretoputthefinal

nailtothecoffin.Justyourpresencehereas

"izingonyama"(prideoflions)isenough

Nkosi:great

Ntsika:"weshouldhavedressedupforthis,full

blackandcombatboots.ImagineI'mabouttokick

asswiththeseniorsandawizardbutI'minshorts

andslops…Notcoolrightbafo?"heturnedto

Nkosana

Nkosa:"speakforyourself,I'mgearedup.Ifeellike



thisis"Twilight"andwearethewerewolveswhoare

abouttoripthevampiresandwitchesapart",he

chuckled

Ntsika:"yeswerewolvesnotthosecheeseboys

vampires",theyfistpumplaughingwhilethe

seniorsshooktheirheads

ThenStellaandLwandlestormedoutfrominside,

NtsikaandNkosana'sheartedstartedpounding

becausehonestlytheydidn'tknowwhattoexpect.

Thiswasadifferentbattleforthem,theyareused

offightingphysicallyandwithweaponsbut

this….thisissomethingelse.Whenthewitcheseyes

landedonthelions,tosaytheywerepetrifiedisan

understatement.Theireyespoppedoutandtheir

chestsstartedrisingandfalling,theystarted

walkingbackwardsbutGwadlelacalledthemout.

Gwadlela:stayputmthakathi(witch)



Stella:"youusedme,yousaidyouloveme",she

exclaimedpointingvigorouslyatGwadlela

Gwadlela:Ioncediduntilyoutookmeforafool,

youusedmeforyourevilways,youblindedmeand

turnedmeagainstmyancestors.Youarewicked

woman.

Stella:"Iownyou",shestarteddancingand

chanting

Gwadlelastartedmumblinginaudiblewordsonly

hislipsmovingandhiseyesdilatingcouldbeseen.

Stellastartedstaggeringbackandforth,sheyelped

inpain.Lwandlewaslockedinoneplaceshedidn't

knowwhattodonext,hermotherhadbriefedher

aboutINGONYAMAtheyweredangerousand

untouchable.



Theservantcrawledoutfromtheirfearbubblethey

gatheredinthefarcornerwitnessingthisbutfor

thosewhosawthelionswiththeirnakedeyesran

outthePalace,theirliveswillneverbethesame

againfortheyhaveseentoomuch,theirwicked

wayswillconsumethemtillit'stimetomeettheir

maker.

Lwandle:"getmysceptre…Servants!!"shescanned

aroundbutcouldn'tseehertrustedworkers,the

oneswhodoevilforher

Gwadlela:yourevilfriendsarerunningmadonthe

streetsandguesswhat…theywilltellthewhole

worldaboutwhatyoudid

Lwandle:youoldhag,youwillpayforthis

Gwadlela:Ialreadypaidformysinsandquite

franklyIhaveacceptedmyfatebutIdon'tknow



aboutyou.YoukilledtheQueensoyoucanmarry

theChiefandyourmotherherekilledtheChief

becauseshecouldn'twaitanylongertorule

Lwandle:ma(shecried)soyoukilledmyhusband?

Stella:hewascheatingonyou

Gwadlela:weallknowthatisn'ttrue,there'snoway

hecouldhavecheatedafterthewayyoutiedhimup

Stella:Ishouldhavetiedyoutoo

Gwadlela:shutupyouwhore

Stella:don'ttalklikethat,youlovemypussy

Gwadlela.MustItellthemhowyoucrywhile

rammingintome



Gwadlela:likeIsaid,Ihaveacceptedmyfate.

Afurnaceoffirefellfromtheheavensandit

consumedbothLwandleandStellatheservants

gasped.Theystartedrunningaroundscreamingin

agony,Gwadlelainstructedthegatestobeopened,

andthewitchesranoutinflames.Thevillagers

cameoutintheirnumbers,witnessingthemighty

chieftessandhermotherbeingroastedinflamesin

broaddaylight.

Allyoucouldseeinthegroundwasanoff-white

andgreypatchonthegroundresemblingtheonce

livedwitches,theflamereturnedtowhereverit

camefrom.Thevillagersstoodthereinewe,some

hadtheirhandsovertheirheads,handsontheir

waists,somefoldedtheirarmswhileotherscovered

theirmouths.Thenatorrentofraincamefromthe

sky,everydropcarriedasweetmessage,itwas

calmingandrejuvenating.Thevillagersraninside



thePalacehall,theservantsintotheirquartersand

thelionswentinsidethePalacefollowedby

Gwadlela.

******

Amonthlater

Ntsikawasadornedinanavytuxedo,hetoppedit

upwithumqhele(animalskincrown),hecrouched

infrontofNandiinlevelwiththebelly,hepeckedit

andgentlyrubbedit,hethenfeltakick.

Nandi:shestarted

Ntsika:Ican'twaitforher,I'msoinlovealready

Nandi:metoo,nowhurryweneedtogo



Ntsika:thisplacelookssomuchbetterthanbefore

andthankstoyouandMasabatha

Nandi:ngifunekucaceukuthisekukhonaoHlase,

kuphethe"INGONYAMA"manje(Iwantittobeclear

thattheHlase'sarehereandthatthelionruleshere)

Ntsiki:Ndlovukazi(myQueen)hegentlybowed

Nandiwasinanavyandgoldmermaiddress,it

huggedherperfectly,showingoffherperfectly

roundedbabybump.Theyheldhandsandmade

theirwayout,thecrowdcheeredandululated.

Therewasayoungtalentedboycallingoutthe

Khozaclannamesinapoeticmanner,giving

praisestoking.Itwasindeedabrandnewdayfilled

withhappiness,surelythiswillgodowninhistoryof

Mpunzikingdom,itwasthecoronationofalifetime.

Nandishedafewtearswhenhereyeslandedon



familiarfacesfromwhenshewasachild,thiswas

herhome,shegrewuphereandmadememoriesso

tobebackherewiththemanofherdreams,was

justeverything.Thevillagerscameintheirnumber,

theyweredressedtokill,andnoonewantedto

misstheeventfulday.TheKhozafamilylookedso

good,theyscreamedroyaltyfromafar,hePalace

wastransformedintomoderntimesandthatalone

gavevillagershopethatperhapsthingswillchange

forthebetter.

Gwadlela:thetimehascome,asthelegendtoldus,

thatthelionwillreturnhome.Iamstandinghereas

awitnessofthepowertheancestorofourland

possess,theysingle-handedlydealtwiththeevil

thatreigneduponusfordecades.Ingonyamais

here,youwillseethingslikeyouhaveneverseen

before,becausethethroneiswiththeirrightful

owners.Beforeyouarethegenerationsof

NkosiyaboKhoza,hisgrandchildren,hisgreat

grandchildrenandgreatgreatgrandchildren,thatis

threegenerations.NtsikayomuziKhozaistheking



ofthisplace,hebearsthemark.Todaywewilldo

thenecessaryprocedureleadingtothecoronation.

Longlive“INGONYAMA”

Thecrowd:longlive

Gwadlela:bayedewenaongasenhla

Thecrowd:bayede….Hailtotheking

Theceremonybegun,NtsikaandNandiwere

appointedKingandQueenofMpunziKingdom,the

peopleweremerrytheirexcitementwasunmissable

Ntsika:peopleofMpunziasyourfirsteverKing,I

introducetoyoumymywife,yourQueenNandi,the

mostbeautifulwomanIhaveeverseen.AllIcan

sayisyouareluckytohaveherasyourleader,I’m

soexcitedforalltheplansshehasinstoreforyou.



Iamamanofactionsoyouwillhearlessofmeand

moreofmyactions,thingswillchangearoundhere.

Firstlyamessagetothosestubbornscumswho

doesnotwanttovacatethosecheiftancyPalaces,

I’mgivingyou24hourstoleaveorwewill

personallydoitforyouanditwon’tbefun,atleast

notforyou.Therewon’tbeanychiefsinthis

Kingdom,yougreedybastardsfailedandnow…it’s

timefornewblood.Iwillappointleadersforeach

villagetositwithusinourcabinetandIam

changingthenameofthisentireplace,fromnowon

thisplacebecalled“NgonyameniKingdom”.

Gwadlela:andthatistheKingsfirstdecree

ThecrowdcheeredasNtsikatookhisseatonthe

thronewithNandionhislefthandsideandDingane

ontherightasthecrownprince.Gwadlelasmiled,

hiseyesglisteningwithtears,hethoughtofhow

happyChiefBhekiZuluwouldbetoseeallofthis

cometopass,heknewhisworkwasdoneandthat



hismistakeswerenowrectified.Hethenclutched

ontohisslingbagandsceptre,heslowlyturnedto

hisheels,walkingawayfromthecrowdwithout

anyonenoticinghim.Assoonashesteppedoutthe

Palacegates,allthepowerslefthim,weaknesstook

overwhichledhimtofallontotheground,he

allowedhisbreathtoleavehisbodycheerfully,it

wasnousefightingforthiswashisfate.
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_____________

Heyfam

Ihumblyapologizeforbeingquiet...MayhemItell

you.Soweoptedoutforhomeschoolingduring

thispandemicsoadminissuperbusy.

NeverthelessenjoythisextremelylongInsert,one

moretogoandwesaybyetothefamily



Admin

WrittenbyZamaGambusheYenga

INGONYAMA100

Epiloguepart3/3

Therearenosecretsthattimewillnotreveal-Jean

Racine

Nkanyezi

MyPAwalksinwithfilesinherhand,shesighsand

placethemonhercornerdesk,shequicklyscans

throughthem

Me:Juvane!Whatyouhavethere?



Sheslowlyliftedherhead

Juvane:uhmjustgoingthroughthisfilequickly…

Anditseemslikeyouhaveanemergencymeeting

withtheSmits

Me:doesithavetobelabeledasan"emergency"?

Juvane:youknowtheydon'twaitforanyoneMr

Norwoodsir,moneytalks

Me:MrNorwoodisfineJuvane,losethe"sir"oryou

willbejobless

Juvane:"you…Fireme,Iwouldliketoseeyoutry",

shesaidwithhercolouredaccent



Me:qhubeka

Juvane:yeahyeah,anywayyourmeetingclashes

withyourlunchwithMrsNorwood

Me:ohshit,thatcan'tbegood,shewillmurderme.

Canyoupleaseorderhermeatandsaladfrom

Tasha's,alsosendherflowers

Juvanenoddedasshedialedtherestaurant,Ialso

dialedmywife.

Zane:Starr

Me:Hermosa

Zane:I'mstarvingyourchildrenaregoingtomake

mefat



Me:atleastyoucravehealthyfood,otherwomen

envyyou

Zane:pleasepickmeup,I'mlazytodrive

Me:aboutthat

Zane:don'tyoudarecancelonmeNkanyezi,ifyou

knowwhat'sgoodforyou

Me:pleaseforgiveme,Ihaveanemergency

meetinginafew,it'sworthmillionsbabe.

RemembertheSmits?

Zane:"yes",shesaidsoftly

Me:it'sthembutI'mgettinglunchdeliveredtoyou,



I'msorrymkami.Iwillcomeseeyoustraightafter

themeeting

Zane:OKthen,allthebestforyourmeeting

Me:Iloveyou

Zane:Iloveyoutoo,

__________

Mfana

Mylifeiscompleterightnow.Mymomandmywife

underoneroof,thisisoneofthereasonsIlook

forwardtocominghomeeveryday.I'mwelcomed

byawaftingaromaofOffalmeatandmytummy

rumblesinstantly.



Me:I'mstarving,hellomybeautifulwomen

Sane:heyMageba,letmetakethatforyou

Shegrabsmylaptopbagandgivesmeapeckon

mylips.Igentlygrabherbythewaistandbringher

closertome,welookintoeachothereyesfora

minuteandthenbreakintoasmile,thisrighthere

feelssurreal.

Mom:siesmaan,youdon'thaverespect

Me:awsorrysalukazi(oldlady)howareyoutoday?

Itakelongstridestowardsherandcrouchedtohug

herfromthecouch



Mom:I'mgoodmyboy,Ijustmissmygarden

Me:wecanalwaysdriveyoudowntogocheckonit

afterthewedding

Mom:nowyoutalking,mycitymakotialready

fetchedmyshweshwedressfromthedesigner,it's

beautifulkuzobekubukwamina(alleyeswillbeon

me)

Me:(laugh)don'toverdoitnow,youstillhaveto

dresstokillformywedding

Mom:wuuuuphelalaphongizobengiconsa(for

thatweddingIwillbedripping)

WebrokeintolaughterwithSanelisiweshakingher

head.



Sane:youneedtocomeandfitintoyoursuitMr

Me:alright

IfollowedSaneintothebedroom

_______

Aweeklater

Inahotelroom

Marciawalkedaroundstarknakedwithafluteat

hand.ShemadeherselfcomfortableonPablo'slap,

hesmirkedtakinginherirresistiblebody,agewas

doinghernojusticeandherpussystilltastedas

sweetlikebackintheyears.



Pablo:Mihermosawhycan'twemakethisofficial

huh?Flybackwithme,youknowIloveyou.Icame

allthiswayforyou

Marcia:butpapiyouknowmyheartbelongsto

Carlos,plusIhavetogobackhomebeforeCarlos

noticesthatI'mnottheresickonmybed,I'm

supposedtobeatawedding.

Pablotensedhisbodyandgulpedhisneatwhisky

inonego,hepushedMarciaoffhimcausingherto

landonherbuttsandthewinesplatteredallover

thefloor.

Pablo:youareenjoyingthisaren'tyou?Youlove

seeingmechasingyoulikealostpuppy,Iamhere

inthefleshputa(bitch)makingmyselfvulnerable…

MethegreatPabloGonzalez(hehithischest)

showingyoufeelingsbutwhatdoyoudoMarcia?



Marcia:PabloI'mmarriedtoSanchez,youknowhe

willcomeforme,youknowit.Whydon'tweenjoy

thisandhedoesn'thavetoknow

Pablo:toolateMihermosa,Ialreadysenthima

videoofyouscreamingunderme,hehadtosee

howyouthrowyourheadbackwhileridingmycock

andthosefuckingmoans.

Marcia:No

Pablo:andIalsotoldhimwhoyouweresleeping

withwhilehewasstillbackintheStates,Charlie

toldme.

Marcia:whathaveyoudone?

Pablo:wellCarloshadtoknowwhatkindofbitchhe

married,andsincehisimpulsiveandcrazyIknowif



yougobackhomehewillkillyou.Hewillhuntthose

menandkillthemtooorwhoknowsmaybeget

himselfkilled.

Marcia:fuckyoubastard,Ithoughtyouloveme.He

willfuckingkillme…Hewillkillmeyoufool!(she

screamed)

Pablo:Iknowthatbuthewon'tgettoyoubecause

weareflyingoutinanhour.Ican'thavehimkillyou,

Iwon'tletthatsweetpussygotowaste,trustme

honeyIdon'twanttomarryabitchbutIdon'tmind

seeingyouwalknakedaroundmyhouseevery

day…ThatsallIwant

Marcia:Iwouldratherdie

Pablo:youbeautifulanddumb,Iwasn'tgivingyoua

choiceandIsaid"Iwillnotletthatsweetpussygo

towaste",nowgetdressedwegoing.



Marcia:pleasedon'tdothis

Pablo:youshouldhavepickedme

Marcia:youdon'tevenloveme,youjustwantto

makemylifemiserable

Pablo:IactuallydoloveyoubecauseifIdidn'tI

wouldhavelongkilledthatoldhagyoucalladad,

Rodriguezstolefrommeandnoonelivesafterthat,

hemustthanktheheavenshegavebirthtoa

beautifulgirlwithagoodpussy.

Marciasattherenakedashertearsstreameddown,

thiswastoomuchforher.Allshewantedisalittle

funbutnowherlifehastakenadrasticchange,and

foronceshethoughtofthedamageshecaused.



___________

TheDoublewedding

ThevenuewasattheMountEdgecombegolfestate,

theperfectlymowedgrasslookingevergreen,the

gardensetuplookingabsolutelybreathtaking.

Guestswaltzinpairschoosingthebestseat,the

weatherwasbeautiful,thesunshiningbright

accompaniedbyalightbreezebalancingeverything.

Thecolorswereturquoiseandsilvergivingyouthat

calmingeffect,theKhoza’sgatheredinthefront

takingtheirreservedseats,followedbytherestof

thefamiliesandfriends.

Thoughitwasadoublewedding,thebridesopted

forseparatechangeroomssotheycanhave

enoughspacetomovearound.Thegentsdidn't

mindsharingoneroom.



Futhi:Sanepleasekeepitsimple

Sane:relaxandstopshaking,mygosh.

Zane:areyounervous?

Futhi:noI'mnot,it'sjust….Idon'tknow

Nandi:I'mlockingthedoorjustincaseyouthinkof

runningaway

Masabathawalksinwithabigsmile

Sabatha:Ileftthetwinswiththeirgrandparents,

whatdidImiss?

Enhle:thisonewantstorunaway



Theyalllaughed

Futhi:noway,I'mmarryingyourbrother,runfor

what?.I'mjustnervous,Idon'tknowwhy

Enhle:it'snormal,assoonasheholdsyourhands

infront,nothingelsewillmatter

Sabatha:aaaaahyouguys,Ialsocan'twaittoget

marriednow

Enhle:letmegocheckonNtsikiintheotherroom

Sane:uhm…tellherI'mcoming

Enhle:okay



Shewalksout

Zane:what'swrongSane?

Sane:Yandaisnotcoming,I'msoscaredtobreak

herheart

Shewipestearsstreamingdownherface

Futhi:No,hehastocome

Sane:Itried,hegavemethisletter

Zane:shit,Istillthinkyoushouldhavesaid

somethingSane,thepoorgirlisalldressedup

Sane:lookIthoughthewouldchangehismindbut

thismorning,hecamebytogivemethisletter



Sabatha:let'sgo,betternowthanlater

TheyallwalkedoutexceptforFuthi,eventhough

shewassadforNtsiki,shetookaglanceatthe

mirrorandshesmiled.Sheknewherparentswere

smilingdownatherformakingthemsoproud.The

doorflungopen,DelisileandNellybargedin.

Delisile:akufanibandlabakuzamileyazi(atleast

shame,theytried)

Futhi:thankyouaunty(shesmiled)whereisSoso?

Nelly:thatoneisverysilly,sheranawayfromher

problemsandnowwemuststressonherbehalf

Delisile:sheonlyaskedyouwhereisSoso,your

answershouldhavebeen"youdon'tknow"notthis



rubbishyouarevomittingaboutmybaby

Nelly:mxm

Delisile:ngizokuvalangempamawenanonkroyi(I

willslapyou,youprostitute)

Futhi:it'sokay,there'snoneedtofight.Youguys

lookgreatbytheway

Delisile:Iwanteveryonetoseemyrichnieceis

gettingmarried,willtheybecameraslikeforthe

royalwedding?IsawitonTV

Futhi:no,buttheymightbejournalistsundercover

Nelly:whynot,Infactyoushouldhavecalled"our

perfectwedding"



Futhi:notmyscene,ismalumeready?

Delisile:yeswecametotellyouthatheiswaiting

outside

Futhi:thankyou

Nelly:allthebestsis

Futhi:thankyou

Theywalkedout

******

Intheotherroom



Ntsikadidafullturninfrontofthemirror,herdress

huggedherbodylikeaglove,theaccessories

complimentedherlooksoperfectly,shehadthat

warmfuzzyfeelinginsideofher,shecouldn't

explainit.

Babalwa:awusemhleNontsikelelo(youlookso

beautifulNontsikelelo)

Ntsiki:enkosimama(thanksmom)Ifeelbeautiful

too

Nokuzola:youtrulyareagoddesssis

Babalwa:andyoushouldhavecutthepatternfrom

yourbigsisterbutnoyouchosetobepregnant

Ntsiki:youwhat?



Babalwa:yesshe'spregnantandshedoesn'twant

totelluswhodidthistoher

Mkhuseli:sheprobablydoesn'tknowandplease

goodpeopleletusnotruinyourbigdaysisbecause

ofNokuzola.Iamreadytowalkyoudowntheaisle

Ntsikidisregardedhermomandbrotherand

focusedonNokuzola

Ntsiki:Nokuzolawhy?

Nokuzola:"itwasamistake"sheteared

Ntsiki:who?

Nokuzola:I'mnotsure,itwasinaparty



BabalwaheldNtsikibackwhowasabouttolanda

hotslaponNokuzola'scheek

Ntsiki:howdareyouhinderyourfuturelikethat?

Nokuzola:I'msorry

Enhlewalkedin,Nontsikelelocollectedherselfbut

stillthrewdaggersatapetrifiedNokuzola

Enhle:areyouready?

Ntsiki:yeahandFuthi?

Enhle:almost



Therestofthegirlsfollowed,Ntsiki'sfamilyleft

givingthemspace.

Ntsiki:whathappened?Whyareyoulookingso

gloomy

Sane:I'msorrybabebutYandaisn'tcoming,he

askedmetogiveyouthis

Ntsiki:Nonono

Sane:I'msorry

Ntsiki:letmegoandtalktohim,helovesme,hewill

listen

Zane:hisnothere,hedidn'tcome



Ntsikisatonherchairandstaredintospace

******

Futhiandhisunclestoodhandinhandastheorgan

playedtheoldschooltune"herecomesthebride"

theguestswereontheirfeetawaitingthebeautiful

soontobeMrsMpungose,shesmiledfromcheek

tocheekwhenhereyesmetMnqobi’s.Helooked

dangerouslyhandsomeinhisnavytuxedo,thegirls

hadleftNtsikialonewithhermotherandbrotherso

theydon'tmissFuthiandMnqobi’svows.

JustwhenRevKevinwasabouttostartthesermon

therewascommotioninthechangingrooms,loud

enoughgrabbingtheguestsattention.

****



Inthechangerooms

Generalwalkedinfollowedbyfourofficers,hehad

awarrantofarrestinhishands,hissmirkwasfilled

withconfidence.

General:lieutenantKaniorshouldIsaysoontobe

MrsKhoza?

Ntsiki:General!Shesaidnervously

Babalwa:Iwillshowyouthewayfortheguestsir,

younotsupposedtobehereanddidyouhaveto

wearyouruniformforawedding…BlackpeopleI

giveup

General:I'mnotherefortheweddingbutI'mhereto

work



Ntsiki:Idon'tunderstand

General:NontsikeleloKaniyouareunderarrestfor

themurderofyourlatepartnerlieutenantLanga,I

knowyouclosedthecasebutIjustcouldn'tshake

thefeeling.Youknowthedrillnow,it'seitheryou

walkfreelyorwecuffyoulieutenant.

Ntsiki:"Ididn'tdoit,shesaidtryingtosoundas

calmaspossible",sheswallowedalumpbuilding

upinherthroat

General:ohyesyoudid,wehavetwowitnesses

Ntsiki:mom,pleasetellMnqobiafterthewedding.

Babalwa:noI'mgoingtotellhimnow



Ntsiki:no,lethimmarrytheloveofhislifefirst

Babalwa:wherethehellisYanda?

Ntsiki:Idon'tknow,butwhenyouseehim…Tellhim

Ilovehim

TheyofficersfollowedNtsikitothebackofthevan,

theyshovedherin,theyroughlypushedthetailof

hermermaiddressfurtherinsoitdoesn'tgetstuck

bytherusteddoor.Theofficersreturnedinside.

****

Outsidethegarden

Thenoisehaddieddown,andReverendKevwas

yettocontinuebutthenhespottedtheGeneral



walkingdowntheaisle,everyonewonderedwhat

couldbethereasonofsuchdisrespect.

Sizwe:excuseme,youcan'twaltzinherelikethis,

thisisawedding

General:don'tworryIwillbequick

Lightsfromwheretheguestswereflickingas

evidenceofpeopletakingpicsandvideos.

Nkosi:howcanwehelpyouGeneral?

General:"I'mfixingthecountry",hesmirked

Busani:listenoldmanwedon'thavetimeforthis.

General:"alrightthen,letmebequickandleaveyou



alltoyourweddingsheninegans",hechuckled

Futhi'sheartpoundedwhenshesawtheGeneral

comingtowardsher,lookingstraightintohereyes.

Mnqobi:whatthehellisgoingonhere,Iwillmake

youpayforthis

General:relaxyoungMpungoseI'mjustdoingmy

job

Futhi:"no",itcameoutasawhisper

General:NtombifuthiBhenguyouareunderarrest

forthemurderofmissPamelaCele

Everyonegasped,Futhicoveredhermouthastears

streameddownherface.



Futhi:"pleasecanIatleastsaymyvows.Please,

please",shebeggedbutitfellondeafears

General:takeher

Mnqobi:whatthehell,No…Shedidn'tdoit,Futhi…

Futhi…maBhenguyoudidn'tdoit

Futhi:IloveyouMnqobi,pleasetakecareofour

kids

Mnqobi:No,youdidn'tdoit,I'mcoming

FuthilookedatMnqobiwithbeggingeyes,everyone

wasleftdumbstruck.Shewasthrowninadifferent

vantoNtsiki'sandthepolicedroveoff.



__________

Laterthatday

Theguestswerereleasedaftertheywereserved

lunch,entertainmentwasprovidedeventhoughthe

weddingdidn'tresume.Theseniorsgatheredinthe

changeroomsthatthegentsused,thiscaughtthem

bysurpriseandtheydidn'tknowwhattodo.

MeanwhiletheBiznizgatheredatthecarparkalso

baffled,notoncetheythoughttheywouldbecaught

offguardlikethis.

Ntwe:howonearthdidFuthimanagedtokill

Pamelawithoutanyofusknowing?

Nka:Idon'tknow,andIthoughttheLangacasewas

cold



Mfana:thatbastardcalledGeneraldidthison

purpose,Isaywekillhim.

Nkosa:wecan'tdothatnow,letmephoneMnqobi

andfindoutwhatisgoingon

Ntsika:tellhimourwivesbetternotsleepinthere

andwherethefuckisYanda?

Ntwe:hewentonaroadtrip

Ntsika:ishecrazy?Letmephonehim.Howcanhe

goonaroadtriponhisweddingday

Langa:"youtakingyourjobasKingveryserious

bru",hechuckled

Nka:Carvin?Seriously??can'tyouseeweare



serioushere

Langa:hawu…Senseofhumor?No?nothing?OK…

Letmegohitablaachie

Mfana:I'mrightafteryou

NkosanaandNtsikagotoffthephone.

Nkosa:Mnqobisaysit'sbad,reallybad.Futhiwas

caughtoncamera.Youcanseeherclearlyand

Ntsikiwasseenbytwopeopleonthehighway,they

recognizedherinstantly

Ntwe:shit

Ntsika:Liyandaisonhiswayback



Silenceengulfedthemforafewminutesthenthey

heardgunshots,theyranoffdrawingouttheirown

gunsheadingtothedirectionofthesound.

******

Inthechangeroom

Busani:IthinkweneedtokilltheGeneralthen

Majozicandestroytheevidencetheyhaveonour

kids,ngekesidlaleikhehlathina(wewillnotbe

playedbyanoldman)

Nkosi:Iagree,wetakehimtoPMB

Mtho:butthatwillpointrightbackatus

Shakes:there'sgottobeaway



Sizwe:comeonguys,wecan'tletourdaughters

spendtimeinthatplace

Busani:anyideasMpungose?

Sizwe:Nobutthere'sgottobesomething

Andre:wecanthreatenhim,maybewithhisfamily.

Hehandsovertheevidencethenwekillhimona

laterstage

Mtho:thatcouldwork

Nkosi:nah,forhimtocomeatuslikethat,Iamsure

that'satrap.Hetooktimetoplanthis

Shakes:weneedtotalktotheboys,maybethey



havebetterideas

Carloswalkedinwithasmirk.

Carlos:hombre,havingameetingwithoutme?

Busani:whenareyougoingbackhome?

Carlos:why?Tiredofmealready?

Nkosi:veleunescefe(youareannoying)

Mtho:yeahmanyouwalkingaroundthisplacelike

aboss,likeweoweyou

Carlos:maybeyoudooweme



Shakes:eyfutsegwena(pissoff)

Mtho:Busaniawutshelelomnganiwakho

asihambele(Busanitellyoufriendtoleave)

Carlos:"dotheydothistoyoutoo,insultyouintheir

language",hesaidthatlookingatAndre

Andre:ekseBru,don'tmakeyourpraachiesmine,

justvyekse

Carlos:fine,Iwontbelong

Hedrewouthisgunandputitonthetable,hesat

downandcrossedhislegs.Hesmirked,heopened

hismouthtosaysomethingbuthiswordsfailed

him,tearswelledinhiseyes.Hestoodupand

startedlaughinghystericallywhileeveryonestared

athimconfused.



Carlos:youputa'ssleptwithmywife?

Theroomwentquietthenagunwentoff

BANG!BANG!BANG!BANG!

Theend
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