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●LEON●

Ithasbeen3yearswithoutfindingmykids

IhavelookedforPamelaeverywherebutI

cannotfindher.Ihaveturnedintoalcohol

asmyescapegoat.Ryanhasbeenthere

formebutIhavegivenuponfindingmy

kids.anywhoI'm onmywayhomeIparked

mycarinthedrivewaywalkinginLelowas

sittingonthecouchreadingaNewspaper

Lelo:Ryanwashere

Me:Whatdidhewant?

Iburpedbalancingonthecouchsheshook

herhead



Lelo:Idon'tknow

Sheshruggedconcentratingonherpaper

Me:Leloyou'renotfuckingmybrotherare

you?

SheignoredmeIhuffedtoweringinfrontof

hersherolledhereyesIroughlytookthe

newspaperfrom her,shecrossedherarms

Me:Iaskedyouaquestion

Lelo:Iwillnotjustifythatquestionwithan

answerLeon

Me:GoddamnitLelohowcanyoudothisto

me

Lelo:I'vehadenoughofyourShitLeon,I've

beenpatientwithyouforthepast3years

you'renottheonlyonewholostthebabies

hellthey'remykidstooyoushouldbe

workingonfindingthem yetyou're



drowningyourselfinalcohol...

Ididn'tletherfinishwhatshewassayingI

backslappedhershescreamedholding

hercheek

Lelo:Leon

ItcameoutasawhisperIclickedmy

tongue

Me:Iwillnothaveyoutalkingtomelike

thatleloyou'remywifeforfuckssakeI

demandrespect

Shewipedhertearswiththebackofher

handwalkingupstairsIclickedmytongue

walkingtothekitchengotmyselfabottle

ofbeersatonthecouchsippingonmy

beer.

○NODUMOLELONA○

Igrabbedmyhandbagwalkingdownstairs



LeonhaspassedoutonthecouchI

sneakedouttakingacabhomeIdidn't

wanttodrivehomeIdon'twanthim

trackingmedownIpaidthedriverwalking

inmpilorantomewehuggedtightly

Mpilo:Whathappenedtoyourcheekmom?

HesaidfrowningIfakedasmile

Me:NothingbabyIbumpedintosomething

atthegym

Henodsleadingmetothecouch.Myson

stayswithmymothernoweversinceleon

startedbeingabusive,Ididn'twantmyson

witnessingDomesticviolence.Mom

frownedwhenshesawmesittingonthe

couch

Mom:NodumoWhatareyoudoinghere?

IignoredherfocusingonmySonhewas



tellingmehowhemissesspendingtime

withLeonandI

Me:IknowbabyImissspendingtimewith

youtoo,Leonishavingahardtimefornow

assoonashegetsbetterwe'refetching

youokay?

Henods

Mom:Nodumoit'slateyoushouldget

going

Me:I'm spendingthenightheremama

Mom:Youaremarriednodumoyour

husbandshouldn'tsleepalonewhenhe

hasawife,Goplayinyourroom boy

Shesaidlookingatmpilohenodswalking

tohisroom

Me:I'm filingfordivorce



Mom:Never!notwhenIam stillalive,You

willdonoSuch,youwanttomakemea

laughingstock,youwanttheneighorsto

Gossipaboutuscallingyou'Umabuya

emendweni'

Me:Butmom hehitsme.eversincethe

kidswentmissing,hedrinkslikenobody's

businessthenhecomehometopicka

fightwithme.

Mom:Kuyanyamezelwaemendweni

Nodumo,Godwillnotgiveyousomething

biggerthanyou

Me:(Sigh)FineIwillleave

SheheldthedooropenformeIwalkedout

takingacabhomeitdroppedmeoffatthe

gateIsuckedinbreathbeforewalkingin

Leonglancedatmefocusingonhisbeer



Me:Whatwouldyouliketohavefordinner?

Leon:Soyoufinallyrememberedthatyou

haveahusband?

Me:LeonpleaseI'm notinthemoodfor

fightingwithyou

Leon:I'm nothungry

IrolledmyeyeswalkingupstairsIwon't

bothercookingsinceleonisnothungryI

changedintomypyjamasgettingunderthe

coversanddozedoffthemomentmyhead

hitthepillow.
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○NODUMILELONA○

Leon:HappybirthdayButtercup

Hesaidwalkinginwithatrayfilledwith

breakfasthesatonthecornerofthebed



lookingatme

Leon:LeloI'm sorryIdidn'tmeantohurt

youIwasdrunk

Iignoredhim walkingtothebathroom

lockedmyselfinthebathroom takinga

longassbathwalkedinwithatowel

wrappedaroundmybodyleonbithislip

lookingatme.Irolledmyeyeswalkingto

myclosetgotdressedintracksuitsand

nikeairsneakers

Me:I'llbehomebeforedinner

Isaidwalkingoutdrivingtothemallwhere

I'm meetingwithmyCousin.Iparkedmy

carintheparkinglotwalkinginassoonas

shesawmeshestartedtearingup

Sisipho:Mzalayou'reloosingweight

Me:Iknowcanyoupleasesitdownyou're



drawingusattention

ShenodssittingoppositemeIsuckedin

breathbeforetalking

Me:Heabusesmemzala

Sisipho:Whydon'tyouleavehim?

Me:Ihavetriedtoleavehim soomany

timesmzala,mom alwayssendsmeback

tohim shesays'Kuyanyamezelwa

emendweni'

Sisipho:That'sabsurd,whatifhekillsyou?

ShehalfshoutedIshrugged

Sisipho:I'llhavetotalktoRyanaboutthis

Me:Mzalayoudon'thaveto

Shegavemethehandtypingsomethingon

herphone,ohhshe'sbeendatingRyanfor

thepast3yearsnow



Sisipho:Whatdoesmamasayaboutthis?

Ishrugged

Me:Ihaven'tgottimetotalktoauntDoris

aboutthismzalamamadidn'twantme

tellinganyoneaboutmyproblems

Isaidrollingmyeyessheclickedher

tongue

Sisipho:We'redrivingtoeMbumbulu

Me:NottodayMzalahowaboutwedoit

nextweekfriday

Sisipho:Finebutmymotherhastoknow

aboutthis

InodshesettledthebillwehuggedtightlyI

gotinmycardrivingbackhome

●LEON●

IknowIhaven'tbeenthebesthusbandto



myWife,eversincewelostourkidsIhave

turnedouttobeabusivemypoorwifeis

evenloosingweightanywhoIhave

preparedaRomanticdinnerfortwoIjust

wanttomakethingsright,shepushedthe

doorwalkinginsheraisedhereyebrow

Me:CanyoupleasehaveDinnerwithme?

Lelo:Idonothaveanappetite

Me:Please

Shesighedgrabbedachairsitting

oppositemeIsmiled

Me:Howwasyourday?

Lelo:itwasokay

Shesaidsippingonherwine

Me:IwantustofixthingsLeloI'm tiredof

thistensionbetweenus



Lelo:Dowereallyhavetotalkaboutthis

now?Ihavethisbangingheadache

Isighedlookingdownsheexcusedherself

walkingupstairs.SothisisitmyWifehas

givenuponusIdon'tblameherthough.I

swallowedhardtakingthebottleof

whiskeywalkingtothecouchdrinkingit

straightfrom thebottle.
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I'vebeenawayfor3daysnowIhad

somethingstotakecareof.anywhoI'm at

thisClubhavingacoupleofdrinksbefore

drivingbackhomemyphonerangforthe

fourthtimenowIgroanedpickingup

"Wherethehellareyou?Yourmotheris

worriedaboutyou"



Me:RyanI'm onmywayhomenow

"CallyourmotherAsap"

HesaidandhungupIrolledmyeyes

dialingmothersnumbershepickedupon

the2ndring.

Mom:Leonareyouokay?

Me:yesI'm okaymom youdon'thaveto

worryaboutme

Mom:YouknowIwillalwaysworryabout

youleon,you'remySon

Me:Iknow

ShesighedandhungupIgulpeddown

anotherglassofwhiskeywalkingout

drivinghome.

○NODUMOLELONA○

Leonhavebeengonefor3days,Ihaveno



ideaonhiswhereabouts.Mpiloisherefor

avisitassoonasleoncomesbackI'm

sendingmpilobackhomeanywhowe're

watchingawithMpiloI'm talkingtolondy

onthephoneshelaughed

Londy:Iknowyou'relyingtome

Me:I'm not,okaywhydon'twehavelunch

attherestaurantofyourchoiceonFriday?

Londy:(sigh)FinebutIreallywantedyouto

cometomyparty

Me:IpromiseIwillmakeituptoyou

Leonpushedthedoorwalkinginheburped

balancingwiththewallIrolledmyeyes

Londy:Ihavetogolovethere'ssomeoneat

thedoorIloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo



IhungupsmilingLeonraisedhiseyebrow

stumblingtowardsus

Leon:Soyou'recheatingonme?

Me:Herewegoagain

Isaidrollingmyeyesconcentratingonthe

moviehechuckled

Leon:Iaskedyouaquestionlelo

Me:Canyoujustshutupsomeofusare

watchingamovie

Leon:Thisismyhouseyoucan'ttellme

shit

Me:Mpilogogetyourbagwe'releaving

Henodsrunningupstairs

Leon:Soyou'regoingtoyourboyfriend?

Iignoredhim tryingtowalkpasthim he

grabbedmebymyneckpinningme



againstthewallstranglingmeItried

pushinghim offmebuthewastoostrong.

HeletgoofmyneckIcoughedholdingmy

neckhebackslappedmeIscreamed

Leon:IwillnothaveaHoeasawifelelona

Me:Fuckyou

HefrownedpunchingmeonthenoseI

heldmybleedingnosecryinghekickedme

acoupleoftimesIscreamedinagony,

Mpilorandownthestairwithhisbaghe

frownedwhenhesawleonkickingtheshit

outofme

Mpilo:Stopyou'rehurtingher

Hesaidtryingtoholdleonbackhepushed

him hefelldownhittinghisheadonthe

stairsIcriedoutloudasmysonwasn't

movingIcrawledtohim takinghim inmy



arms

Me:Iwillneverforgiveyouforthis

HestormedoutthehouselockingusinI

wipedmytearswiththebackofmyhand

limpingtothekitchentogetmyphone

dialingSisipho'snumber

"Mzalayourtimingisoff,RyanandIare

busy"

ShesaidbreathingheavilyIsniffed

"Mzalaareyouokay?

Me:(crying)Mpiloisnotmovingmzala

"Whathappenedtohim?"

Icouldn'tanswerheraloudsobescaped

mymouth

"WhereareyourightnowMzala?I'm

coming"



Me:Ourhouse

ShehungupIlimpedbacktomyson,I

couldn'tholdmytears

"Mzalaopenthedoor"

SheshoutedontheothersideIsniffed

Me:Helockedusin,Idon'thavethekeys

ShecussedIcouldtellsheisfrustrated

"Don'tworryRyanisgoingtoshootthe

doorOpen,getawayfrom thedoor"

Ryanshotthedooropentheyrushedtous

Ryanfrownedwhenhesawme

Ryan:Hedidthistoyou?

InodslowlypointingatmySon

Me:He'snotbreathing

Ryanrushedtohim hepickedhim up



Ryan:Heneedsadoctor

Sisiphonodstakingmyhandhelpingme

walkwegottoRyan'scarhestartedthe

cardrivingtothehospital.Mpilowas

wheeledintotheward.

Sipho:Youalsoneedadoctor

Me:I'm notthathurtSisiphoIjustwantto

beherewithmyson

Sipho:I'm nothavinganyofthatNodumo

you'regoingtobeattendedbyadoctor

Me:Finejustmakesuremysonisokay

Shenodsthedoctortookmyhandwalking

totheward.

Insert04

○NODUMOLELONA○

We'vebeenintheHospitalfor2daysthe



doctorisonlydischarginguslatertoday,

I'm gladmysonwasn'tthathurthe

acquirednointernalinjuries,Ibrokeafew

ribsthedoctorsaidIhavetotakeiteasyif

Iwanttohealquickly

"Ohhyinisanalwam"

ShesaidwalkinginIgiggledsoftly

Me:AuntDoI'm soohappytoseeyou

Doris:I'm happytoseeyoutoo,howare

youfeeling?

Me:I'lllive

Ishruggedshesighed

Doris:Whydidn'tyoutellmethathe's

abusingyou?

Me:AuntyI'm sorryIwantedtotellyoubut

mamadidn'twantmetellinganyoneabout



myproblems

Isaidlookingdownshesuckedinbreath

beforetalking

Doris:Yourmotherknewaboutthis?

Inodlookingdownshechuckled

Doris:Idon'tbelievethis,you'removingto

eMbumbuluwithme

Me:AuntyIcan'tcometoeMbumbuluwith

you,auntDuduisyourneighbor,God

knowsthatwomanhatesmebesides

mpilohasschoolthisside

Doris:Promisemeyou'regoingtotakecare

ofyourself

Me:Ipromise

ShekissedmycheekwalkingoutIsighed

closingmyeyes.



◇RYAN◇

Ijustfinishedsigninglelo'sdischarge

papers,Sisiphowalkedtowardsmewith

Mpilohehadabandagewrappedaround

hisheadIsmiledfaintly

Me:Readytogochamp?

Henodslookingaway

Sisipho:He'sjustworriedabouthismother

ShewhisperedinmyearIsighedwalking

tolelo'sward

Me:Readytogo?

Shenodslimpingtowardsme,She

groanedmakingherselfcomfortableinthe

car,Iglancedatherdrivingtomyhouse.I

parkedbehindSisipho'scarwalkinginwith

lelo.Mpilorantoherwrappinghisarms

aroundhershegroaned



Lelo:Ouchnottootight

Mpilo:I'm sorryIjustmissedyou

Lelo:Imissedyoutoobaby

Shemadeherselfcomfortableonthe

couchIsatoppositeher

Lelo:Thankyou

Me:Don'tsweatit,howareyoufeeling?

Lelo:tobehonestIfeelhurtand

heartbroken

Me:YouknowIwasthinking,HowaboutI

sendyouandMpilotoEngland.Youknow

leonisgoingtocomeherelookingforyou

right?

Lelo:Iknow,Idon'thaveaproblem with

thatthere'snothingleftformehere

anyways



Sisipho:ThatwaseasyyouknowIthought

you'regoingtogiveusahardtime

Shesaidcomingfrom thekitchenshegave

meacupofcoffeesittingnexttoRyan

Lelo:MzalaI'm notthatstubborn

Theylaughedreallyhard

Sisipho:You'restubbornasanOx

Me:You'releavingtomorrowmorning

Lelo:Sosoon?

Sisipho:it'sforyourowngood

Shesighedplayingwithherfingers

Lelo:Idonothavemypassportwithme

Me:Youdon'thavetoworryaboutthat,I

gotyounewpassports

Isaidgivingheranenvelopeshegiggled



Lelo:Rebeccareally?Couldn'tyoucomeup

withanothername

Weburstoutlaughing

Sisipho:Atleastyoudon'thavetochange

anythingaboutyourselfmzala

Lelo:Iknow,thankyouforthis

Inodwalkingupstairs.
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Iwipedmytearswiththebackofmyhand

chucklingIcan'tbelievewhatwehadwith

Leonhascometoanend.Sisiphowrapped

herarmsaroundme

Sipho:Iknowitishardmntasebutyou

havetodothis

Me:who'sgoingtotakecareofhim inmy



absence?

Sipho:Ryanwillmakesurehe'sokay

Inodshesuckedinbreathbeforetalking

Sipho:Hurrymzalayoudon'twanttomiss

yourflight

ShesaidwalkingoutIsighedzippingmy

suitcasewalkingdownstairsmpilowas

havingbreakfastwithRyan

Ryan:ReadytogoRebecca?

Irolledmyeyeshelaughedsoftlyhelping

meloadmybagsinthecardrivingaway.

Ryan:Ialmostforgottogiveyouthe

addressofyournewhome

HesaidgivingmeapaperInodputtingthe

paperinmyhandbag.Heparkedhiscarin

theparkinglothelpinguswithourbags



bags

Ryan:You'regoingtobefineright?

Inodlookingdownhesighed

Ryan:IpromiseI'llcalleveryday

Me:Youdon'thaveto,you'vedoneenough

already

Sipho:IloveyousoomuchMzala

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Wehuggedtightly

"ByeRebecca"

TheyshoutedIlaughedshowingthem the

middlefinger,wegotintheplanebuckling

up

●LEON●

IwokeupwiththemotherofhangoversI

cussedsittingupmom shookherhead



Mom:whenwasthelasttimeyouhada

homecookedmeal?

Ishruggedmyshoulderswalkingtowards

thestairs

Me:Whereismywife?

Mom:takeashowerfirstthanwewilltalk,

yourfatherisonhiswayhere

Inodwalkingupstairstookacoldshower

gotdressedwalkingdownstairs.Dad

glaredatmefocusingonhisplateIcleared

mythroatsittingoppositehim

Me:Whendidyougethere?

Mom:earliertoday

Inodfocusingonmyplate

Dad:I'm verydisappointedinyouLeon

Ilookedathim dumbstruck



Dad:Whythehelldidyouhityourwife?

Me:Ididwhat?

ItcameoutasawhispertobehonestI

don'trememberanything,Idon'tremember

hittingmywife.Dadtoldmeeverything

thathappenedIfrownedlookingdown

Me:IswearIdon'trememberanything

Mom:Youwentasfaraspushingmpilohe

hithisheadandpassedout,LeonWhat's

happeningtoyou?

Dad:Tomakethingsworseyouturnedinto

DrugsforwhatLeonhuh?

Me:Ididdrugs?

Iaskedlookingdownheshookhishead

Dad:Yourmotherfoundyoupassedouton

thefloorwithabagofcocaineinyourhand,



I'm sendingyoutotherehabI'm nothaving

adrugaddictasmySon

IlookeddownfeelinglikeshitIcan't

believeItreatedmywifelikedirt

Mom:Ihavealreadypackedeverything

you'regoingtoneed

Me:CanItalktolelofirstbeforegoingto

therehab

Mom:(sigh)Idon'tknowwheresheisleon

butshesentmeatextaskingmetotake

careofyoubecauseshe'sgoingfaraway

from you

Me:Noshecan'tleavememom Ineedher

Isaidwipingmytearsmom wrappedher

armsaroundmebrushingmyback

Mom:Everythingisgoingtobeokayleon

justfocusongettingbetterfirst



Dad:You'regoingtoseeatherapistwhile

you'reintherehab

Inodwalkingafterdadbucklinguphe

startedthecardrivingawayIsighed

lookingoutthewindow

Mom:Everythingisgoingtobeokayleon

stopstressing

Dad:we'rehere

WewalkedintheRehabatleastIhada

singleroom

Mom:IpromiseIwillcalleverything

Wehuggedtightlyshekissedmycheek

walkingoutIsighedclosingmyeyes

tightly.
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○NODUMOLELONA○



We'vebeenhereforoveramonthnowallI

cansayisthatthisplaceisn'tbadatall

Mpilohavebeenattendingschoolhe

haven'tmadefriendsyetbuthe's

comfortablewiththeschoolRyanchose

anywhoI'm inacallwithmycousin

Me:I'm goingtogoinsaneifIdon'tfind

anythingtodoin2daystimesittingat

homedoingnothingisboring

"Tellmeaboutit"

IcouldtellthatsheisrollinghereyesI

laughedsoftly

"I'lltalktoRyanaboutit,hasMikemade

anyfriendsatschoolyet?"

Me:(laughing)can'treallygetusedtothat

name,Nohehaven'tmadeanyfriendsyet

SiphoI'm worriedabouthim whatifhe



doesn'tmakefriendsatall?

"There'snothingtoworryaboutRebecca,

Mikeisgoingstartmakingfriendssoon

Me:(sigh)maybeyou'reright,WhenisRyan

comingthisside?

"Idon'tknowprobablynextweekfriday"

Me:Hedoesn'thavetocomethisside

everythingisperfectlyfinethedriverand

ourhousehelperaregood.

"Heknows,theyhavebeenworkingforhim

foryears.HewillthereonBusiness"

Me:You'recomingwithhim right?

"NoI'llbeworking"

Ihuffedshegiggled

"Ipromisetocomevisit,I'm takingmy

leavenextmonth"



Me:IhavetogoMikejustwalkedin

IhunguplookingatmySonhewasdeep

inhisthoughts

Me:apennyforyourthoughts?

Mike:Mom Isawsomeonewholooks

exactlylikeleroyatschooltoday

Me:itcan'tbehim lovemaybeyou'rejust

missinghim

Mike:IknowwhatIsawmom

Me:OkayIpromisetotelluncleRyanabout

thisokay?

Henodswalkingtohisroom tochange.I

Sighedwalkingtothekitchentomakehim

somethingtoeat.Imeanitcan'tbeLeroy

Ryandideverythinghecouldlookingfor

them withoutanyluck,they'reprobably

deadorsomewhereintheworldturned



intoSlavesIfrownedtothethoughtofmy

babygirlbeingasexslave

Mike:I'm notreallyhungrymom

Hesaidwalkingdownstairssittingonthe

kitchenhighchair

Me:Mikeyouhavetoeatsomething

Mike:(frowning)Ireallydon'tgetwhyIhave

tousethatname

Me:Youhavetousethatnameforaslong

we'reinthiscountry,youcan'tgoaround

tellingpeopleYourrealname

Mike:IknowIjustdon'tlikeit

Me:(laughing)IknowIhateminetoo

Heburstoutlaughing

Mike:Arewegoingtostayhereforever?

Me:ofcausenot



Henodsfocusingonhisplate

●LEON●

Ryan:Howareyouholdingup?

Me:I'lllive

Ishruggedmyshouldershesighedsitting

nexttome

Ryan:Hangintherebrothereverythingis

goingtobeokay

Me:nothingisgoingtobeokayRyan,Lelo

leftme

Ryan:I'm sorryaboutthatbrother,just

focusongettingbetterfirstmaybelelowill

overlookwhathappenedforthepastfew

yearsandrememberthesweetleonshe

fellinlovewith

Me:IdoubtthatbroIhurtherSon,shetold



meherselfthatshewillneverforgiveme

Isaidlookingdownhesqueezedmy

shoulder

Ryan:Youwenttoofarbutleloisagood

personhopefullyshewillforgiveyou

Heglancedathiswristwatch

Ryan:Ihavetogetgoingbro

WehuggedhewalkedoutIsighedwalking

backtomyroom can'tbelieveIhaveto

stayherforanadditional2monthswellI've

beentalkingtoatherapisthe'sreally

helpfulInolongerfeelsorryformyself.
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Me:HurryupMikewe'regoingtobelate

Ishoutedfrom thekitchenmpilohaven't



beenhimselfforthepastfewweeks,he

keepsontellingmethatAliciaandLeroy

gotothesameschoolashim Ineverpaid

attentiontothat.I'vebeenbusyatworkI'm

workingasaReceptionistRyangotmethis

Job2weeksago.

Mike:Readytogomom

HesaidwalkingdownstairsIsighed

lookingatmySon

Me:Imadeyoualunchbox

HeignoredmewalkingtowardsthedoorI

sighed

Me:IpromiseI'm goingtostartlookinginto

whatyoutoldme

Mike:youpromise?

Inodhesmiledfaintly



Me:Assoonasyouseethem againplease

getyourteachertocallme

HenodswalkingoutIsighedwalkingafter

him drivingtowork,ohhthedriverisgoing

todrivehim toschool.Iparkedinthe

drivewaywalkingtomydeskstarted

workingmyphonerangforthethirdtime

nowIgroanedpickingup

Me:Rebeccahello

"MrsBrownyoursonsaidImustcallyou

it'surgent"

Me:giveme10minutes

Ihunguptookmyhandbagrunningtothe

cardrivingtotheschoolIparkedmycar

walkingstraighttoMike'sclass

Mike:Isawthem againmom

Me:What?



Mike:they'reattheprincipalsoffice

Inodrushingtotheofficemysonwalking

infrontofmehepushedthedoorwalking

intearsstreameddownmycheeksAs

soonasIsawAliciaandLeroysitting

comfortablyonthecouch

Principal:iseverythingokay?

Wordsfailedmealoudsobescapedmy

mouthhewasnexttomeinablinkofan

eyehemademesitonthechairhanding

meaglassofwaterIgulpeditdown

Me:CalltheCops

Henodswalkingawayfrom meIlookedat

mykidsandsmiledtheprincipalwalkedin

with2policeofficers

Police:What'sgoingon?

Me:Shestolemykidsshe...



AloudsobescapedmymouthMpilo

brushedmybackIsuckedinbreathbefore

talkingItoldthem everythingthat

happened

Cop:Ihearyourstorymiss?

Me:MrsBrown

Cop:Butweneedtohearbothsidesofthe

storyhencetheprincipalhavealready

calledtheirmothershe'sontheway

Inodwipingmytearswiththebackofmy

handlookingatmykidstheysmiled

brightlyIsmiledfaintlylookingbackatthe

police,Pam pushedthedoorwalkingin

andFrowned

Pam:Whatisshedoinghere?

Ijumpedonherbeatingtheshitoutofher

theCopsseparatedus.Iclickedmytongue



walkingbacktomychairshesatopposite

me

Cop:Iwantyoutotellmewhyyoustoleher

kids,donoteventhinkoflyingtouswe

alreadyknowthetruth

Pam:I'm sorryIwasjealous

Shesaidlookingdown

Pam:Shedidn'twantmetoseemyson

Me:LeroyismySon!I'm theonewhofed

him,changedhisnappy,wherethehell

wereyouwhenhegotsickandIhadto

leavemydaughterathometogospend

timewithLeroyatthehospital?Pamela

don'ttellmeShitthisismyson

Pam:Igavebirthtohim Damnit!

Sheshoutedbangingthetable



Me:myhusbandandIhavefullcustodyof

him,yousignedhim overtousidiot

Ishoutedback,TheCopshookhishead

Cop:missyou'reunderArrestfor

kidnappingmrsBrown'skids

Pam:What?NoIcan'tbeArrested

Thecopignoredherhandcuffingher

walkingoutwithhershewasscreaming

andcussingatmeIcouldn'tcareless

aboutwhatshewassayingIwashappy

thatIfinallyfoundmykids

Me:Comehere

TheyslowlywalkedtomeIwrappedmy

armsaroundthem,weallcriedineach

othersarms

Me:Imissedyou



Alicia:wemissedyoutoo

Leroywipedmytearswithhishandshe

smiledhelpingmeup

Me:Gogetyourbagpackswe'regoing

home

TheynodrunningtotheirclassesIsmiled

walkingtowardsmycartheybuckledupI

startedthecardrivingawayInoticeda

blackSUVcarfollowingmeIdialedRyan's

numberhepickeduponthe3rd

Ryan:Rebeccaiseverythingokay?

Me:NoIthinkI'm beingfollowed

Ryan:What?

IrolledmyeyesIknowheheardthatI'm

beingfollowed

Ryan:ShitJustdrivestraighthome



Me:Ijustdrovein,bythewayIfoundLeroy

andAlicia

Ihungupwalkinginthehousewithmy

kids

◇RYAN◇

MymouthhungopenIcan'tbelieveshe

foundthekidsherselfImeanIlooked

everywhereforthem withnoluck,Idialed

hernumbersforthe3rdtimeittookme

straighttovoicemailIcussedrubbingmy

faceroughly

Sipho:Loveiseverythingokay?

Me:yesnoIdon'tknow

Shesatnexttomelookingatmeintheeye

Me:Lelofoundthekids

Sipho:What?That'sgreatnews



Me:Butsomeoneisfollowingher,she

calledtellingmesheisfollowedher

numberstakemestraighttovoicemail

Sipho:Doyouthinktheygottoher?

Ishruggedmyshoulderslookingdown

Sipho:You'regoingtomakesureshe's

okayright?

Me:I'lltrycallingMichaelifIdon'tgethold

ofhim we'retakingaflighttoEnglandon

Friday

Shenodslookingdown

Sipho:You'regoingtotellLeonaboutthis?

Me:NoI'm nottellinghim anything,hestill

havetostayintherehabforamonth

Sipho:Iunderstand

ShesaidwalkingawayIdialedMichaels



numberstheytookmestraightto

voicemailIcussedgulpingdownaglassof

whiskey.

Insert08

◇RYAN◇

WelandedattheairportanhouragoIstill

hadsomethingstotakecareofbefore

drivingtothehousewe'reallworriedabout

Leloit'sbeenaweekwithouthearingfrom

herIcan'tgetholdofMichaeltoosoI'm a

littlebitworriedIsighedwalkingbackto

Sisiphosherolledhereyes

Me:I'm sorry

Isaidkissinghercheekshegiggledsoftly

Me:Tired?

Iaskedlookingatherintherearview

mirrorshenodsIsmiledconcentratingon



theroadIparkedinthedrivewaywalkingin,

Lelowaspassedoutinthecouch

Mpilo:UncleRyan

Heshoutedrunningtomewefistpumped

Me:Youlookgrown,wherearetherascals?

Mpilo:inmyroom playingboardgames

Inodwalkingtothekitchenhugging

Sisiphofrom behindsuckingonherneck

Sipho:Ryanstopwhatifthekidswalkinon

us

Me:I'llbequick

Sipho:Ryan

ShewarnedIraisedmyhandssittingon

thekitchenhighchairwatchinghercook.

○NODUMOLELO○

IwokeupwithameanheadacheIcussed



holdingmyheadlisteningtothepainI

frownwhenIhearloudlaughscoming

from thekitchenmyheartskippedabeatI

quicklyrantompilo'sroom mykidswere

sleepingpeacefullynexttoeachotherI

swallowedhardwalkingtothekitchenI

rolledmyeyeswhenIsawRyansuckingon

mycousin'sneckshewasgiggling

Me:Reallyguys?Someofushavemean

headaches

Isaidpouringmyselfaglassofmilk

Ryan:Youhavealotofexplainingtodo,

wherethehellisMichaelandRhea?

Me:Isentthem away

Ryan:You'vebeenskippingworkis

everythingokay?

Me:NoIknowwhowasfollowingme



Heraisedhiseyebrow

Me:Brian

Them:What?

Sipho:Howdidheknowyou'rehere?I

meanwechangedyourname

Ryan:Brianiscapableofmanythingsmy

loveIdidn'texpecthim tofindyouthis

soon

Sipho:You'recominghomewithusright?I

meanwecan'tprotectyoufrom South

Africa

Me:Iknow,yeswe'regoingtoeMbumbuluI

don'twanttoseemymotheranytimesoon

Shenodslookingbackatherpot

Ryan:uhm you'regoingtotellleonabout

thekidsright?



Me:doIreallyhaveto?

HenodsIhuffedgulpingdownmymilk

Ryan:I'm bookingusaflightforWednesday

Inodmykidswalkeddownstairshid

behindmeIchuckled

Me:KidsmeetuncleRyanandauntSipho

Sisiphosmiledbrightlywalkingtowards

them givingthem candybarsIrolledmy

eyes

Me:YouknowIdon'twantthem eating

candyright

Sheignoredmeconcentratingonthe

RascalsIlaughedsoftlyIdidn'tknowmy

cousinhadathingforchildren

Me:Ryanknockherup

IwhisperedinRyan'searheburstout



laughing

Ryan:Youwanthertokillme?

Hewhisperedbackweburstoutlaughing

Sipho:whatdidImiss?

SheaskedlookingatRyanheshruggedhis

shoulders

Ryan:nothinglove

ShesulkedwalkingoutthekitchenI

giggledmakingmyselfsomethingtoeat.

Insert09

RYAN

Wejustlandedattheairportwe'renow

waitingforacabtotakeushomelelo

lookedpanickedIknowshe'sscaredthat

she'smeetingleonlatertotellhim about

thechildrenItouchedherarm shejumped



Me:I'm sorryIdidn'tmeantoscareyou

Shenodslookingatme

Me:thecabishere

ShesuckedinbreathwalkingafterSisipho

Ishookmyheadwalkingafterherthecab

droppedusoffatmyhouseweallwalked

inthekidsranupstairstoplayvideo

gamesinmyroom lelowalkedafterthem

shewantedtotakeanapbeforegoingto

meetleon

Me:Sheneedstoseeatherapistloveshe

hasn'thealedyet

Sipho:Iknowlovebutyouknowhow

stubbornmycousinis

Me:Youhavetoconvincehertoseea

therapistsheneedsit

Shesighedrestingherheadonmychest



Sipho:Soyou'regoingtodrivehertoleon?

Me:Yes

Sipho:makesurehedoesn'thurtmycousin

Inodwrappingmyarmsaroundher

●NODUMOLELO●

Ryan:Areyousureyou'rereadytodothis?

Inodplayingwithmyfingers

Me:You'regoingtomakesurehedoesn't

hurtmeright?

Ryan:Ipromise

IsuckedinbreathwalkinginRyanstayed

inthecarwiththekidsSisiphohadtostay

homewithmpilo

Leon:Lelo

HesaidwalkingclosertomeImovedback

tillIhitthewall



Leon:Iwon'thurtyouleloIjustwantto

holdyou

HesaidlookinghurtInodquicklyhe

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeIputmy

headonhischestlisteningtohisheartbeat

Leon:Imissedyousoomuch

Me:Leonwehavetotalk

HenodswalkingtothecouchIsatnextto

him

Me:IfoundleroyandAlicia

Leon:What?

HeaskedwithhiseyespoppedoutRyan

walkedinwiththekidstheyrantohim they

huggedtearsrolleddownhischeeks

Ryan:letusleaveyou2totalkwe'llbein

thekitchen



Hesaidtakingthekidstothekitchen

Leon:LeloI'm sorry

Me:I'm goingtoeMbumbulutomorrowwith

mykids

Leon:Youdon'thavetogotoeMbumbulu

thishouseishugeenoughforallofus

Ishookmyheadlookingdown

Leon:FineI'llgostaywithRyanjustdon't

leavethisisyourhome

Me:FineI'llstay

Henodstakingmyhandinhisstaringdeep

inmyeyes

Leon:Ihopeyoufinditinyourheartto

forgivemeleloIdon'tknowwhatgottome

Ididn'tmeantohurtyou.

Me:Leonplease



HeSighedlookingdown

Leon:I'llstartpackingrightaway

Hesaidwalkingupstairs

Ryan:Soyou'restaying?

Inodhesmiledbrightly

Ryan:Don'tgiveuponhim leloheneeds

you

Ishookmyheadwalkingtothecarwithmy

kidshewalkedoutaftersometimedriving

usbacktohishouse.

Insert10

○LEON○

IjustfinishedpackingmybagsIwalked

downstairsLeloandthekidswalkedinI

smiledlookingathowhappymykidsareto

bebackhomeMpilofrownedwhenhesaw



meIsighedIdon'tblamehim thoughhe

sawmehittinghismother

Lelo:Goonputyourbagsinyourrooms

TheynodrunningupstairsIsmiled

Me:Youokay?

Lelo:Yeshowareyoufeeling?

Me:I'lllive

Ishruggedmyshouldersshenods

Lelo:Yourparent'sarecomingoverfor

dinnertoday

Me:IknowguessI'llseeyoulaterthen

ShenodswalkingtowardsthestairsI

walkedoutdrivingtoRyan'shouse.

●NODUMOLELONA●

IfrownedlookingatSisiphosheshrugged

hershoulders



Sipho:I'm sorrymzalabutyouneedtotalk

tosomeone

Me:Youshouldhavetoldmeaboutthis

beforebringingatherapisthere

Sipho:I'm sorrymzala

Me:(sigh)FineIwilltalktohim

ShenodsIwalkedtoleonsstudysittingon

thechairoppositehis

"HiI'm Mike"

Me:LelonicetomeetyouMike

HenodswehadconversationforhoursI

didn'trealiseIwasthisbrokenbefore

talkingtomikehegavemeatissuetowipe

mytears

"That'sitfortodaylelouhm we'redoing

thisagainin2daystime"



Inodhekissedmycheekwalkingout.I

washedmyfacewalkingtothekitchen

motherinlawwascookingupastorm she

walkedtomewehuggedtightly

Her:howareyouholdingup?

Ishruggedmyshouldersshesighedtaking

myhandsinhers

Her:EverythingisgoingtobeOkayloveI

promise

Inodhelpinghersetthetableeveryone

joinedusaroundthetablewehaddinnerin

silence

MrBrown:Thoughtaboutgoingbackto

work?

Me:Yesmaybenextmonth

HenodsfocusingonhisplateIexcused

myselfwalkingtomyroom gettingunder



thecoversanddozedoff.

INSERT11

●NODUMOLELONA●

Me:Finishupguysmommyisgettinglate

Ishoutedfrom theloungetheyran

downstairsIsmiledlookingathowhappy

mykidsare

Mpilo:Mom Idon'twanttogothere

Me:Why?

Mpilo:Leroy'sfatherisgoingtobethere

Me:(sigh)Youknowwhattheysayabout

forgivenessright?

Henods

Mpilo:Buthehurtyoumama

Me:Ihaveforgivenhim nanayoushould

forgivehim too



Mpilo:Fine

Hedraggedhisfeettothecar

Mavis:You'reluckytohavehim asyourSon,

hecaresforyou

Ismiledfaintlywalkingtothecardriving

awayohMam'Mavisisourhousehelper,

TodayismylastsessionwithMike.our

sessionshavebeenveryhelpfulIfirst

droppedthekidsoffatMrsBrown'shouse

beforedrivingtoMike'sofficeIparked

walkinginsidewehuggedbriefly

Mike:Howareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:Exhausted

Helaughedsoftly

Mike:Youshouldtakeiteasylelo

everythingisgoingtobeokaystopfussing,

you'regoingtocollapseifyoudon'ttakeit



easy.

Me:IknowbutaftertheSexIhadwithleon

2monthsagoworkiswhatkeepsmesane

Ishouldn'thaveletithappenImeanleon

andIareover.Idon'tknowwhatgotover

me

Mike:(laughing)musthavebeenthesalt

Weburstoutlaughing

Mike:onaseriousnotethoughIthinkyou

stilllovehim noscratchthatIknowyou

stilllovehim

Me:Idobut...

Mike:Butnothingobviouslytheguywants

youbackyouwanthim backtooquit

foolingaround

Ilookeddownplayingwithmyfingers



Mike:thepast4monthsIspenttalkingto

youprovedthatyoustillloveyourhusband,

Gogetyourmanlovebeforethehoes

snatchhim

WehuggedtightlyIwalkedoutdrivingto

thebrowns

○LEON○

ShepushedthedoorwalkinginIsmiled

lookingathersheheldherheadbalancing

onthewall

Me:Areyouokay?

Lelo:YesIjustneedtogetofftheseshoes

Shewalkedtothecouchtakingoffher

shoes

Me:Wehaven'treallygottimetotalkafter

whathappened,pleasedonotsayitwasa

mistake



Lelo:can'twetalkaboutthissomeother

time?I'm justhereforthekidsthenrush

homeMam'Mavisisabouttoknockoff

Me:FinecanIatleastgettospendtheday

withyoutomorrowsinceit'syourbirthday

Lelo:Whatever,guysgogetyourbagswe're

leaving

theyranupstairscamebackwiththeir

bagsLeloslowlygotoffthecouchtakinga

fewstepsthencollapsedIwasnexttoher

inablinkofaneyeIcussedwhenIfelther

pulseitwastherebutveryweakIpicked

heruprunningtomycardrivinghertothe

HospitalshewaswheeledintoawardI

wastoldtowaitoutsideIrubbedmyface

roughlysittingonthefloornexttoherward.

INSERT12



○LEON○

Me:What'swrongwithmywifedoctor?

Doctor:Sheisdehydrated,herblood

pressureistoolowshe'sluckyyoubrought

hertotheHospitalquicklyshecouldhave

lostthebaby

Me:Whatbaby?Mywifewasn'tpregnant

Doc:Sheis2monthspregnantuhm excuse

meIhavesomepatientstoattend

Hesaidwalkingawaymymouthhung

openmyringingphonedisturbedmefrom

mythoughtsIpickedupwithoutlookingat

thecallerId

Me:Leonhello

"Havethedoctor'ssaidanything?"

Me:Yesmom uhm she'spregnant



"WHAT?"

Ibrushedmyheadlookingdown

"Issheokaybut?"

Me:She'sfinejustoutofitthedoctorsaid

sheneedstorest

ShehungupIwalkedinherwardshewas

sleepingpeacefullyItookherhandinmine

Me:I'm notgivinguponusLelo,you'remy

lifeIliveforyouandmykids

Ikissedhischeekwalkingout

●NODUMOLELONA●

Iopenedmyeyesscanningtheroom I

sighedwhenIsawI'm atthehospitalItried

sittingupIgroanedinpainclosingmyeyes

tightlyasIfeltunbearablepaininthehead

Leonwasnexttomeintheblinkofaneye



Leon:Takeiteasyloveyou'regoingtohurt

yourself

Irolledmyeyes

Leon:HappybirthdayButtercup

Hesaidkissingmycheek

Me:What'swrongwithmeLeonwhyI'm inthe

hospital?

HelookedawayIhuffed

Me:LeonI'm talkingtoyou

Leon:uhm letuswaitforthedoctorlove

Iwantedtosaysomethingbutthedoctor

walkedinmywardandsmiled

Doc:I'm gladyou'reupMrsBrownyouhadus

worriedforaminute

Me:What'swrongwithmeDoc?

HeglancedatLeonlookingbacktothefilehe

hadinhishand



Doc:YouhavetotakeiteasyMrsBrownyour

bloodpressureistoolow,youweredehydrated

andwornoutyou'reluckyyourhusband

broughtyoutothehospitalyoucouldhavelost

bothyourlifeandthebaby'slife

Me:Whatbaby?

Doc:CongratulationsareinorderMrsBrown

youare2monthspregnant

MymouthhungopenIfelttheroom SpinI

wasn'tpayingattentiontowhatthedoctorwas

sayingleonnodsthedoctorwalkedout

Leon:Lelo

Me:NonoIcan'tbepregnant

Isaidtearsrollingdownmycheekshe

squeezedmyhand

Leon:We'reinthistogetherCupcakeIpromise

tobeabetterhusbandtoyou

Inodquicklyhewipedmytearswithhishands



andkissedmycheek

Leon:IhavetocheckuponthekidsloveI'llbe

backlater

Inodhewalkedout,Ican'tbelievethatI'm

layinginthishospitalbedpregnantonmy

birthdayIsighedclosingmyeyestightly.

INSERT13

●NODUMOLELONA●

Leonissigningmydischargepapershelooks

atmeandsmile

Leon:readytogowheneveryou're

Isighedwalkingouthewalkedaftermehe

wasbusyblabbingabouthowmuchheloves

me,HowmuchhemissesmeIrolledmyeyes

bucklingup

Leon:howareyoufeeling?

Ishruggedlookingoutthewindowhesighed

concentratingontheroad



Leon:WelcomehomeCupcake

HesaidopeningthedoorformeIrolledmy

eyeswalkinginLeroyrantomehuggingmy

knees

Leroy:Imissedyousoomuch

Mpilo:I'm gladyou'reokaymom Iwasworried

aboutyou

Me:Where'sAlicia?

Mpilo:watchingcartoonsinherroom

Inodwalkingtomyroom satatthecornerof

thebeddialingAuntDo'snumber

Doris:Dorishello

Me:Hiauntyit'sme

Doris:Nodumoyoudon'tlovemeanymore

Me:that'snottrueauntyI'vebeenbusy

Doris:Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:(sigh)FineIguess,AuntyI'm pregnant



Doris:You'rewhat?

Me:pregnant

Itcameoutasawhisper

Doris:SoI'm agrandmaagainhuh,maythisbe

yourlastpregnancyNodumo.

Me:Yesaunty

Doris:Good,toldyourmotheraboutthe

pregnancy?

Me:NoIdon'tthinkI'm readytofaceheraunty

Doris:IunderstandlooknanaIhavetogolove

you

ShehungupIgotunderthecoversanddozed

off

○LEON○

Ryan:You'rekiddingright?

Ishookmyheadhelaughed

Ryan:Ican'tbelievethis,howisshetakingit?



Me:Obviouslyshe'snotasceticaboutthis

pregnancybro,webothknowshewasn'tready

forthis

Ryan:damnI'm goingtobeanuncleagain

HeletoutaloudsighIlaughedhittingtheback

ofhisheadplayfully

Ryan:childrenaretooexpensiveman,use

protectionwe'retiredofspendingeverylast

centonthem

WeburstoutlaughingRyaniscrazy

Me:You'rekiddingright?I'm notusing

protectionwithmywifeRyannever

Ryan:Whatever

Herolledhiseyessippingonhisbeersisipho

pushedthedoorwalkinginshelookedhella

pissed

Ryan:babyareyouokay?Seemslikeyouwere

crying



Sheslappedhim hardheheldhischeek

Ryan:awwwhatwasthatfor?

Sisipho:IhateyouRyan,you'vesucceededat

ruiningmylife

Sheshoutedtearsstreamingdownhercheeks

Ryan:Whatthefuckyoutalkingabout?

Sisipho:I'm pregnantDamnit!

Us:What?

Shewentdownonherkneescryingand

cussingatryan.Hewrappedhisarmsaround

hershecriedinhisarms

Me:(laughing)You'rescrewed

Ryan:Iknow

HerolledhiseyesIlaughedsoftly

Me:I'm outtahere

Isqueezedhisshoulderwalkingoutdriving

home.



INSERT14

●LELONODUMO●

Me:ifyoudon'tgetyourassoutthatroom I

swearI'm goingtokickthisdooropen

Ishoutedbreathingheavily

Me:SisiphoI'm notjockingopenthisfucken

doornow!

SheignoredmeIhuffedholdingmytummyas

mybabywaskickingnonstop

Me:guessI'm goingtosithereuntilyouopen

thatdoorthen.

Igrabbedachairsittingnexttotheirbedroom

door.TosayI'm angryisanunderstatementof

howIfeelrightnowI'm fumingsisiphoinvited

herfriendfortheweekendandletherflirtwith

myhusbandinfrontofher

Ryan:iseverythingokay?Whyareyousitting

outsidemyroom?



Iignoredhim walkingtothekitchenbreaking

hisplatesandhisglasseshetriedholdingme

butIpushedhim offme

Me:getawayfrom meRyan,IswearI'm going

tosmashthisplateonyourheadifyoutry

comingclosertome

Ryan:Lelopleaseyou'regoingtogethurt

Me:Whenleonwasmakingoutwiththatbitch

didn'tyouthinkthatisgoingtohurtme?

Ryan:Lelopleaseyou'reupsettingthebaby

Me:ShutthefuckupRyan

Ishoutedbreathingheavilythrowingtheglass

againstthewallhecussedrunningoutthe

kitchenIcontinueddestroyinghiskitchen.

○LEON○

Igotacallfrom RyantellingmethatLeloisat

hishousesmashingeverythinginhersightI

don'tblameherthough,shewalkedinonme



andhercousin'sfriendmakingoutinthe

couchwewerealldrunkandoutofitIdidn't

meanforanyofthattohappen.Sisiphoinvited

usfordinnerlelowasn'tfeelingokayIlefther

homegoingtothedinnerwheresisipho's

friendmadehermoveonmeguessIwas

sexuallyfrustratedbecauseIhaven'tbeen

gettingsomeforthepastmonths.Her

pregnancymakesherhatesexsoomuch

anywhoIparkedbehindRyan'scarrushing

insidelelohadagolfstickonherhand

smashingallRyan'sfurniture

Me:Babepleaseputthegolfstickdownsowe

cantalkaboutthis

Lelo:(crying)There'snothingtotalkaboutLeon

youcheatedonmeAgain!

Me:SunshineI'm Sorrycanwetalkaboutthis?

Lelo:FuckYou!!

Sheshoutedswingingthegolfstickhittingthe



WindowsItriedholdinghershehitmewiththe

stickonmyshoulderIgroanedinpain

Me:Lelocalm downyou'regoingtohurt

yourselfandthebaby

Me:Babypleaseyou're7monthspregnantstop

you'regoingtohurtyourself

Lelo:Shutup!!

SheshoutedthrowingaglassatmeIduckedit

hitthewall

Sisipho:Nodumopleasecalm downyou're

goingtohurtthebaby

Shesaidwalkingdownstairswithherfriend

andRyanlelofrownedmarchingtoasah

grabbedherbyhercollar

Ryan:Lelopleasestop

Heshoutedtryingtoseparatethem Asarh

pushedleloshefelldownandscreamedin

painIrushedtoherandcussedwhenIsawa



brokenglassstuckinherstomach

Me:(Shouting)Ryancallanambulance!

Henodsrunningupstairssisipho'smouthhung

open

Sisipho:MzalaI'm sorry

ShesaidkneelingnexttoLeloshewantedto

saysomethingbutwordsfailedhersheclosed

hereyes

Me:Nolelodon'tcloseyoureyes

Ishoutedshakingherup

Sisipho:Leonshe'sloosingtoomuchblood

forgettheambulanceanddrivehertothe

hospital

Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletodriveIcan'tsee

properlyRyanwalkedinwiththeparamedics

theyputherintheambulancedrivingawayI

drovebehindthem withryan.



INSERT15

○LEON○

I'vebeenpacingupanddownthehallwayof

thishospitalnobodyhassaidanythingsince

wegothereI'm worriedaboutlelowhatifshe

doesn'tmakeitoutthatsurgery

Ryan:Leonsitdownyou'remakingmedizzy

Me:it'seasyforyoutosaythatit'snotyour

wifeoryourSoninthatwardfightingfortheir

lives

Ryan:BullshitLeonIknowexactlyhowyoufeel

Ilostmybaby3monthsago

OkaymaybeIwasalittleinsensitivethere

RyanandSisipholosttheirbaby3monthsago

apparentlysisiphocan'tcarrythebabytofull

term

Me:I'm SorryI'm worriedaboutleloshe'sbeen

intherefortoolong



Thedoctorwalkedtowardsuslookingdrained

hesuckedinbreathbeforetalking

Doctor:I'm sorrymrBrownwedideverything

wecouldbutshelostthebabywehadto

operatehertoremovethebabyhesaid

walkingawayIshookmyheadasIfelttears

burninginmyeyesIcan'tbelieveshelostour

babybecauseofme,onceagainIam the

reasonshecries

Ryan:I'm sorrybrothereverythingisgoingtobe

okay.LookbroIhavetobesomewhereI'll

checkuponyoulater

Hesaidsqueezingmyshoulderandwalkedout

Ibitmylipwalkingtoherwardlookingatall

thepipesconnectedtoherbodybrokemy

heartintoamillionpieces.

●LELONODUMO●

Iwokeupinanunfamiliarroom Igroanedin

painasItriedtositupleonwasnexttomeina



blinkofaneye

Leon:Takeiteasyloveyou'regoingtohurt

yourself

Me:Water

Henodshelpingmedrinkwater

Me:Whathappenedtome?Whyam Iinthe

hospital?

Leon:Youdon'trememberanything?

IrolledmyeyesImeanIwouldn'thaveaskedif

Irememberedwhathappened

Me:Whathappened?Whyam Istitched?

Leon:let'swaitforthedoctorlovehe'llexplain

everythingtoyou

Me:LeonWhereismybaby?

HeignoredmelookingawayIgroanedsitting

up

Me:LeonIaskedyouadamnquestionwhereis



mybaby?

Leon:I'm sorrylovewelosthim

Me:What?

ItcameoutasawhisperIcan'tbelieveIlost

mybabybecauseofleon'scheating

Me:Getout

Leon:What?

Me:Iwantyoutoleaveandnevercomeback

leonIdon'teverwanttoseeyourfaceagainI

hateyou

Leon:LelopleaseI...

Me:(Shouting)Getout!

HenodswalkingoutIbitmyliptopreventme

from screamingasIfelttearsburninginmy

eyes.

SEASONFINALE



○LEON○

It'sbeen2weekssincelelowasdischarged

from thehospitalshewantsnothingtodowith

meshemovedinwithmyparentstakingthe

kidsawayfrom me.Allmykidswantnothing

todowithmetheysayI'm thereasontheylost

theirbrotherIdon'tblamethem thoughthey're

arerightlelolostthebabybecauseofme

anywhoIjustfinishedwritingmysuicideletter

what'stheretoliveforwhenmykidsandmy

wifewantnothingtodowithmeIgulpeddown

whiskeystraightfrom thebottlelookingatthe

ropeIhavehungformyselfinthemiddleof

ourloungemyphonedisturbedmefrom my

thoughtsIignoredhiscallgettingonthechair,

hungmyselfandkickedthechair.

●LELONODUMO●

Igotatextfrom Ryantellingmewehaveto

talkIdidn'trespondtohismessageIbethe

wantsmetofixthingswithleonhe'sbeen



blowingmyphoneupforthepast2weeks

askingmetoforgiveleon.LeroyandAliciaran

tomeandhuggedmeIsmiledkissingtheir

cheeks

Leroy:Haveicecream withusbythepool

please

Alicia:prettyplease

Me:(sigh)Finelet'sgo

Theyjumpedupanddownrunningtowardsthe

kitchenIgiggledwalkingafterthem Ifrowned

whenIsawRyansittingwithleon'sparentson

thecouch

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Ryan:Leloyouhavetositdownforthis

Inodsittingnexttomymotherinlawhe

lookeddownplayingwithhisfingers

Ryan:Leonisdead

Us:What?



Me:Whathappened?

Ryan:HetookhislifeIfoundhim hanginginthe

middleofyourloungeearliertoday

IfeltmyworldspinsureLeonhashurtmenot

justoncebutmanytimesbuthe'sstillthe

fatherofmychildrenwithhim goneeverything

isgoingtochangehowam Igoingtoraise

thesekidsonmyown

Ryan:I'm soSorryLelo

Ishookmyheadscreamingatthetopofmy

lungsIcan'tbelieveIjustlostmyhusband.

THEEND

《B.MIYA》




