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Beinginprisonisnotachild'splay.Ihavebeenin

herefor10yearsiwasarrestedwheniwas20

yearsoldandnowI'm30.Myex-girlfriendwellshe

isanenemynow.sheplanteddrugsinmysuitcase.

Iwasagangsterstillam.Butshewasworkingwith

myenemies.Thedayigotarrestedivowedtonever

fallinloveandtrustapersonagain.Anywaywe

wereinORThamboAirwaysabouttodepartto

Colombiawhenthepolicecameinwiththeirdogs.

Theydidtheyjobandtheyfound1millionworthof

drugsinmybag.Iwassentenced10yearsinprison.

Atthattimeeveryoneknewaboutmeiwasin

newspapersandonthetelevision.MyFather

disownedmehedidn'tevenwanttohearmysideof

thestory.Heevenforcedmymothertonevercome

andseemeagainshewouldcomehereandcryand

Ijusttoldhertonevercomehereagaincozshe

wouldcryeverytime.I'mashorttemperedperson.

WellmynameisSiyamthandaPlaatjiesmy



mother'snameisAkholiwePlaatjiesandmy

father'sisLiyemaPlaatjies.Ihavesiblingswitch

aretwinsMihlaliisaboyandMinentleisagirlthey

areturning18ithink.Iwaschillingwithmymate's

inprisonwhenthewardencame

Warden:"Plaatjiesmasambendoda(let'sgoman)"i

stoodup

Me:"xap.inimajita(Sharpboys)"

Them:"yeahyeahtaPlaatjies"mostofthepeople

callmebutmysurnameigotusedtothat.The

wardencuffedmehetookmetothechangingroom.

Him:"youarefreelikeabirdnowhereareyour

clothes"heuncuffedme.Ichangedintomyclothes

thet-shirtswastosmallsinceiwasaskinnynigga

backthennowI'mbuildedupihavemuscles.Ijust

worethejeanandthehoodie.Wewenttotheoffice

isignedaform.Wheniwasdoneiwalkedout.I

yelledout'woah'it'sbeenawhilesinceiwasout

nowI'mfree.Iwalkedtillifoundataxirankitwas

becomingdark.Iclimbedinthetaxieveryone

lookedatmesomewhispered'belitshiloiphepha



lathiuyaphumanamhlanje(thenewspaperdid

mentionthatheisgettingout)"ijustsatdownthe

taxitookoffwithpeoplestealingglancesatmeigot

paranoid.

Me:"exeifunomqundunamitshongokuniyekeube

nindibaaphangathindinityalaamasende(ifyou

havesomethingagainstmesaysonowandstop

lookedatmelikethat.likeiownyouallball's)"they

justgaspedandkeptquiet.

Me:"solumisaaphadrive(driverstophere)"he

stoppedigotofthetaxi,Ididn'tevenpay.Iwasin

Alex.Idon'twanttogohomeandfacemyparents.i

walkeddownthegravelroaditwasfilledwith

shacks.Isawaladygettinginhershackipicked

throughthewindowshewaslivingaloneigotinher

shack.Shescreamed.Iquicklyrantoherand

closedhermouth.

Me:"shhh.Iwon'tharmyoucalmdownandiwilllet

yougo"shenoddedanddidbreathingexercises.I

letgoofherslowlysheturnedaroundandshewas

holdingaknifeisnatchedtheknife.



Her:"abhuti,Idon'thavemoneyyoucantake

everythingyouwant"ijustsatdownonthecouch.

Me:"clamdownIdon'twantmoneyjustneeda

placetostay"shestartedbreathingheavily

Me:"pholaandizokwenzantomarn(calmdownI

won'tdoanythingtoyou)don'tyouhavesomething

toeathere?"

Her:"letmepreparesupperquickly"shewenttoher

2platestoveshepreparedpapandchickenfeetshe

wasdoneinlessthan40minutes.Weatewill

stealingglancesateachothersheisabeautiful

woman.Idon'tunderstandwhysheislivingina

shacklikethese.

Her:"SiyamthandaPlaatjiesne?"Shebrokethe

silence

Me:"yeahhowdi...OohI'malloverthenewskanene

.Andyouare?"

Her:"AyamthandaNzungu"inoddedwefinishedof

ourfoodinsilenceagain.Shetooktheplatesand

washedthem



Aya:"1bedaphathiniintoyakho?(theisonlyone

bedherwhatareyougoingtodo)"

Me:"iwillsleeponthecouch"shesmiledreviling

her1dimpleireturnedthesmilerevilingmy2

dimple's.Shechangedintohernightdressand

climbedonherbedandslept.Ialsoclosedmyeyes

andslept.

Insert2

.

.

Siya

Amonthlater.

IstilllivewithAyamthanda.Wedon'ttalkthatmuch.

Allwedoiswakeupinthemorningeatbreakfast

shegoesouttoworktoputfoodonthetablecome

backlater,eatsupperandsleep.Iontheotherhand

justsitinthehouseandwatchtvnalaphoiwatch

theSABCchannelssincethereisnodstvhereI'm

notcomplainingbytheway.AndIcan'tfindajobto

helpAyaaroundsinceihaveacriminalrecordnot



thatieventriedto.Ialreadyknowthateveryonewill

lookdownonmesinceicomefromprisonbutiwill

makesurethatifindjustice.Iwokeupearlytoday

madebreakfast.Idon'tevenknowwhatI'mdoing

coztheegg'swereburnt.

:"Soluyekarhaafunaunditshiselatyotyombelam

(stopwhatyoudoing.Doyouwanttoburndownmy

shack)"ilookedbackitwasAyastillinbedsleeping

wellhereyeswereclosedsoyeah.

Me:"iwasjusttryingtomakeyousomethingspecial

butyeahndilitshisileqanda(Iburnttheegg's)"

Her:"yekasukandizoyenzangokwam(leaveitiwill

doitonmyown)butiwillteachyouhowtocook

youcan'texpectmetocookokokoko(everytime)on

topofthatyoucan'tevenfryeggs"shelaughedi

alsolaughed.Shegotupfrombed

Me:"leaveitiwilldothebedingtoday"shesmiled.

ShehasthemostbeautifulsmileeverwellAyais

wellbuildshehaships,anass,smalltits,shortgirl,

chubby,yellowboneandshehasafadebutit'snot

fresh.



She:"holakuninindikhubiza(helloihavebeen

callingyouforawhile)"shesnappedherfingers.I

snappedoutofmythoughts.

Me:"askies(sorry)"

Her:"hereisyourfoodlet'seat"weateincomplete

silenceasalways.Butshedecidedtobreakthe

silencetoday

Her:"IKnowtherearealways2side'sofastoryso

whenbufanantonnedrugse'airport(whatwereyou

doingwithdrugsattheairport)"

Me:"whattookyousolongtoaskmethat

question?"

Her:"eishiwaskindascaredofyou"ilaughed

Me:"ain'tyouscaredofmenow?"Sheshookher

head

Me:"soiwasagangsterbackincapeTowniwas20

yearsoldatthattimesonaiveandstupid.Iwas

datingthisgirlhernameisYamkelayabo.Shewas

workingformyenemyandididn'tknowiwassoin

lovewithherthaticouldn'tseethroughherthatshe



wasusingmeilovedhersomuchidideverything

forheryoucanname.Boughtherweaves,clothes,

shoes,paidherrent,gaveheramonthlyAllowance

,etc.Sothisdayshehadtheurgetogoto

Colombiasinceitoldherthatihavetogoandmeet

myclientstherelateronthatweekbutshewanted

togoassoonaspossible.Soweleftfor

Johannesburgsinceiwantedtocomeandsay

goodbyetomyparents.WhenwegottoORthambo

policecametheysniffedmybagandfound1

millionworthofdrugsandshewastheonewho

plantedtheminmybag"bythetimeiwasdone

tellinghermystoryiwasintearsiquicklywiped

themoff.

Her:"it'sokaytocry"shecametositnexttomeand

gavemeahug.Ifeltsafeinherarmsifeltthat

connectionbetweenus.Shebrokethehug.

Her:"whowastheonewhopackedyourclothes?"I

lookedather.

Her:"mhhhhhh?"Shegavemeaquestioningface

Me:"ididthenwehadaminipartyatmyhouseafter



2drinksipassedoutandI'mnotsomeonewhogets

drankafterafewglasses"shekeptquietmorelike

thinking.

Her:"doyousomehowhavecamerasaroundyour

house?"

Him:"yeah,idohavethosebutwhatifthepeople

thatlivethereremovedthemithasbeen10years

Aya"

Her:"whatiftheydidn'tyouneverknowuntilyoutry"

Me:"yeahIguess"

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

MynameisAyamthandaNzungu.IleaveinAlexin

ashackasyouallknow.I'manorphansinceidon't

haveparentsmymotherdiedwhenshewasgiving

birthtome.Ilivedwithmydadmyentirelifein

theseshackbutheeventuallydiedrightafteri

passedmymatrichesufferedfromlungcancerhe

usedtosmokehehatedalcoholbuthewouldstill

smokeknowinghiscondition.Istillrememberitlike

yesterdaywhenhediedrightinfrontofmyeyesbut

itwas10yearsyearsago.I'm28yearsoldnowmy

mother'snamewasNompheloNzunguandmy

father'snameisSikhelelaNzungutheywere

married.WhenSiyacameintomyshackiwasso

scaredofhimstillambutI'mgettingusedtohim.

Whenhefinallyopeneduptomeifeltsorryforhim

imaginespendingtimeinprisonforsomethingyou

didn'tevendoyooh.Iwasstillsittingwithhimwell



todayiaskedforaleaveatwork.IworkatMc

Donalds.

Him:"sowenathiniintoyakho(soyouwhatisitwith

you)?"

Me:"whataboutme?"

Him:"whydoyoulivehereain'tyousurposetobe

marriedlivinginSandtontravelingtheworldhave

toddlersrunningaroundyourmansion?"

Me:"stopdreamingaboutmeandfacereality"

Him:"sowhathappened?"

Itoldhimeverything

Me:"soyeahthat'sthestoryofmylife.Lifeisnota

bedfilledwithRose'siguess"hewipedmytears

away

Him:"sukhalaklkuzobambi(don'tcryyourgoingto

beugly)"ihithisshoulderplayfully.

Him:"seriously"Ijustlaughedathimandhe

chuckled

Him:"soain'tyousurposetobeatworkor



something"

Me:"nopeitookasickleave"henodded

Me:"sozoyaniniekapa?(whenareyougoingto

capeTown)"

Him:"idon'tknowidon'thavemoneyrememberand

ican'taskyoutoborrowmemoneyyouhavedone

alotforme"

Me:"Idon'tmindit'scalledUbunthusoyouknowit"

hestoodupandtooktheplateswereeatingwith.

YouseeuSiyahasthesebigabslikehewas

exercisingorsomething.Heisblackincolouruno

mhlantla,poutedlipsheisjustabeautifulmarn

yenaheissohandsome.I'musuallyintoyellow

bonenigga'sbutheisthebestdarkchocolatei

haveeverseendon'tgetmewrongi'mnotintohim

laway(thatway).Hesnappedhisfingersinfrontof

myface

Me:"mhh?"Iwidenedmyeyes

Him:"meandyouhavesomethingincommon.I

guessyoulovebeinginyourownworldnam(i)on

theotherhand"Ijustchuckled



Him:"semakhuluamehlomntakabawo(youreyes

aresobig)"igavehimadeadstareandhelaughed

revilingbothhisdimples.

Me:"yatshoklomehloakhomancincitshongobu

futshaneapha(youwillsaythattoyoursmalleyes,

youshortthing)"wellhehassmallcuteeyesandhe

isshortnotthatshortthoughifyouknowQaphela

forIsibaya'sheightthenyeahhim.Hegavemea

deadstareandilaughedathim.

Him:"asozethethelontowenaumfutshanenawe

(youwon'tspeaklikethatwhenyou'realsoshort)"i

laughedhejoinedin

Me:"mxmkechina"hestoppedlaughingandlooked

atme

Me:"xolokeXolo(I'msorry)"hejustlaughedatme

anddidwhateverhewasdoingandialsolaughed.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

HadalongfundaywithAya.Wekepteachother

companiedwedidn'tevenbathimagine.Sonow

shewasmakingdinnernothingfancyjustriceand

souppackchicken.Shemakesthebestfoodever.I

boiledwatersothatIcantakeaquickbath

Her:"ngamanzio'vasaanga?(Areyougoingtouse

thiswatertobath?)"

Me:"Yeah.Why?'

Her:"nothingI'mjustaskingundibekelenamke

(alsoboilwaterforme)"Inodded.Ipouredwaterin

thevaskomandthehotwaterfromthekettlejust

thantheelectricityswitchedoff.

Us:"fuck!"

Her:"checkbytheelectricityboxifit'sjusteskomat

faultorme"Iwenttocheckbytheelectricityboxit

showed0.00



Me:"youratfaultbabe"

Her:"IforgottobuyelectricityyesterdayIthoughtI

wasgoingtobuyittodaywhenIgotoworkbut

thanIdidn'tgotoworksowewillstayinthedark

untiltomorrowmorning"

Me:"wherearethecandles"shetookthemoutthen

welightthemup.

Her:"IalsowanttotakeabathIcan'tsleepwithout

washing."

Me:"youtakeabathIwilljustwashtommorowI'ma

manafterall"

Her:"thatwon'tbenecessarylet'sjustbathtogether

weareusedtoeachother'sbodiesmoc"wellwe

alwaysinfrontofeachotherIhaveseenherbutt

nakedshehasalsoseenmebuttnakedshe

basicallyknowseverythingaboutmeIalsoknow

everythingabouther.

Me:"okayke"wetookabathtogethersheworeher

nightdressandIjustsettledinmyboxerswedidn't

lotionsinceitwashot.Idisposedthewateroutside

andwalkedinsidethehouseshewasdishingout



thefood.

Her:"ina(here)"

Me:"thankyou"westartedeating

Her:"sowhenyougettocapeTownwhatareyou

goingtogetuptoafteryouhopefullyfindsolid

proofthatthedrugsdon'tbelongtoyou"Ishrugged

Me:"andiyaznam(Ialsodon'tknow)"Isaidthatwith

amouthfull

Her:"siesfirstswallowthantalktome.Didn'tyou

oncehavehopesanddreams?"Itookafullspoon

offoodthenchewed

Me:"yeahIonce.."Iwastalkingwithamouthfullof

foodonpurposeIwantedtoannoyher

Her:"uyolalabauzophelelweyintokwenza(goand

sleepifyoudon'thavesomethingbettertodo)"I

laughedandswallowedthefoodleftinmymouth.

Me:"asIwassayingIalsooncehaddreamsof

becomingagynecologisthelpingmother'sto

delivertheirbabiessafelybutthenIwasscaredto

getlawsuitsfromfamilieswhenyoudeliverbabies



inawrongwayleadingthemtodeathsoIthen

wantedtobeanCharteredaccountantsinceIwas

goodinnumbersIstudiedAccounting.Ienjoyedit

somuchIwasleftwithonly2yearstillIfinished

mycourseandbeingthecharteredaccountantI

wantedtobe."

Me:"mhhinterestingIalsostudiedAccountingbut

thenlifehappenedIevengotadistinctioninit.But

azikongamngoku(it'snotaboutmenow).Why

don'tyoufinishyourcoursethenorstartallover

againwithitagainit'snevertoolatetobeingwho

youwanttobe.Everyonehasadirtbackgroundnot

havingmoneydoesn'tmeanyoushouldn'tchase

yourdreamsyouhavetochangeyourself-concept

andrenouncethatideaofyounotbecomingwhat

youwantbe,setgoalsandbeanenemytoyourself

challengeyourselfandnevergiveupuntilyoumake

itinlife."Thosewordshithomeshereallyinspired

mebysayingthosewords.

Me:"myancestorsandmyGodwerereallyonrush

hourwhentheyleadedmetoyou"Isaidthat

smilingshereturnedthesmile



Her:"sowenahambofundafunauvasekuthiwauyi

CharteredaccountantnotenyeintoyandivaSwine

(soyougoIwanttohearpeoplesayingthatyouran

Charteredaccountantnothingelse)"Ijustsmiled

andnodded

Me:"sufostelaklktchinii'xo(don'tforceme)"she

laughedandIchuckled

Her:"youfullofjoke's"welaughedItooktheplates

placedthemnicelyinthesinkthencoveredthem

withadishcloth.

Me:"ndizozivasangomsowethu(Iwillwashthem

tomorrow)"shenoddedshewenttoherbedandI

settledonthecouch.Ikepttossingandturning

sinceIcouldn'tgetanysleep

Her:"yourgoingtoturntillmycouchgetsahole"

shewasn'tsleepingalsoanditwasinthemiddleof

thenight.

Me:"Ican'tsleepthat'swhy"

Her:"Namyazi(mealso)"Istoodupandwenttoher

Me:"bekela(move)"



Her:"ngoba?(Why?)"

Me:"yathandubuzakendakwazi(youlikeaskingI

knowyou)youshouldconsiderbeingajournalist."

Shegaspedandsaidmxm.IlaughedathercozI

knowsheprobablywidenedherbigeye's.it'sjust

thatit'stodarktoseeher.

Me:"bekelamarn(move)"shemovedIlittlebitI

climbedonherbedgotundercoversandpulledher

closetome.Sheshifteduncomfortably

Me:"relax,Iwon'tdoanything"shenodded.And

relaxedourheartbeatswerebeatinginthesame

patternIfeltconnectedtohermyspiritwasatease

shegavemegoosebumps

Me:"yakwazucula?(canyousing)"

Her:"aawena?(nopeandyou)"

Me:"ndakwaziiumnakesanqa(Ican)"Isaidthatin

agirlsvoice.Sheliftedherheadupandlookedat

me.Iknowforafactthatshewidenedhereyes

Me:"valalomehlo(closethoseeyes)"Isaidthat

hittingherforeheadslightly.



Her:"ouch"welaughed.Sheplacedherheadontop

ofmychestmyheartskippedabeat.shestarted

drawingcirclesontopofmybearchest

Her:"singformethen"

Me:"notnamhlanje(nottoday)"

Her:"when?"

Me:"whenwegetmarried"thatslippedoutofmy

mouthshewasabouttoliftherheadupthenIheld

itandplaceitontopofmychestagain.Iheldher

fordearlifethesetimeandkissedherforehead.

Me:"masilaleyaphangelangomso(let'ssleepyour

goingtoworktomorrow)"Ikissedforeheadone

moretimeandslept.

Morning.Shewastryingtofreeherselffromme

butIheldhertightly

Her:"Siyandaphangelatch(siyaihavetogotoo

work)"IgroanedasIletgoofher.Shegiggled,

kissedmycheekthenstoodup.Ismiledand

coveredmyselfwithablanketagain.

Her:"sayocelakumakheandibekeleamanzi



ndebuya(I'mgoingtoasktheneighbortoboilme

waterIwillberightback)"Ijustliftedmehandup

signaling"sho"toherIsleptagainwhileshewas

doingherthings.Beforesheleftshekissedmylips

thensheleft.Iwantedtokissherbackbutke.I

smiledlikeamadperson.Igotofffrombadmadeit

neatly.WhenIwasdoneIwentoutsidetobrushmy

teethwhenIwasdoneIwantbackinside.Washed

thedisheswithcoldwater.WhenIwasdoneIwas

famishedIatetheleftoversfromlastnightshe

alwaysleavesleftoversforme.Sheissuchagood

heartedperson.IalsowashedtheplateIwaseating

on.Intheafternoonapostmancameinandgave

meletters.OnewasfromWitwaterstrandUniversity

andtheotheronewasfromNSFAS.Iwonderwhat

aretheyforjustthenAyacameback

Her:"heyyourstillinboxers?"

Me:"thereisnoelectricityremember.Anywaythese

areforyou"Igavehertheletters

Her:"hereistheelectricity"shegavemethereceipt.

Ipunchedinthenumbers.Theelectricitywentback

on.IboiledwatersothatIcanwash.Ayajust



screamedoutofnowhereIlookedbackatherand

shewasreadingtheletter

Me:"andthenwavuya?(whyyourhappy?)"

Her:"justgotacceptedfromtheUniversityIwillbe

startingtherein5daysontopofthatIwillbe

leavinginRes"shesaidexcitedly.Iwasabithurt

thatshewillbegoingawayfrommeandthat

meansIhavetogobacktocapeTownagain.Iwas

alsohappythatshewillfinallyfollowherdreams

Me:"sowhichcourseareyougoingtodo"Isaidthat

pouringwaterinthevaskom.

Her:"youknowthatIlovemathssomuchsoin

MatricIsetgoalsthatifIgetlessthen80%in

mathsI'mgoingtobeanCharteredaccountantand

ifIget80%ormoreIwillstudyactuarialscience

andsinceIgot88%backthenIwillbestudying

actuarialscience"IwaswashingmyfacethenI

gaveherthatquestioninglook

Me:"whatthefuckisacu..whateveryousaid"

Her:"Actuarialscienceanalyzethefinancialcostof

uncertaintyofrisks.theyusemathematics,



statisticsandfinancialtheorytoassesstoriskof

potentialeventsandtheyhelpbusinessandclients

developpoliciesthatminimizethecostofrisks.

Actuariesworkinessentialtotheinsurance

industry"Ijustwidenedmyeyes

Me:"Ididn'thereawordyousaidbutyeahsho"she

justlaughedatme.Ifinishedwashing,lotioned

woremyboxerssincethesunwasalreadygoingto

thewest.IhelpedAyacooksuppertonightweate

oursupperandwatchedamovieoneTVwithus

cuddlingshesleptontopofmeIpickedherupin

bridalstyleandplacedherontopofthebedI

switchedofftheTVandclimbedontopofthebed.

PlacedAyaontopofme,kissedheralloverher

faceandslept.

.

.

.
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4dayslater

Siyamthanda

Iwon'tcomplainandsayI'mnotenjoyingmystay.I

enjoyspendingtimewithAyasheeventookleave

atworkjusttospendtimewithmebeforewegoour

separateways.Iwon'tsaywearedatingbutwe

havesomethinggoingon.WhatImeanisthatwe

actlikewearedatingbutwenot.Wearenot

intimatewitheachotheryet.Weonlygettothat

levelwereIfingerfuckherandtakehertomufftown

shealwayscravesformorebutIwantherfirsttime

tobespecial.YessheisstillavirginIwasalso

surprisedatfirstthatawhole28yearoldisstilla

virginbutI'mgladIwillbeherfirsttime.I'm

planningonspoilinghertodaybutIdon'thave

moneybutIwillmakeaplan.Thatwomanhasdone

alotformetheleastIcandoisspoilherbefore



goingourseparateways.SoIwokeupandshewas

startingatme.

Me:"staringisrudeyounglady"

Her:"startingatwhatisyourshasneverbeenrude"I

chuckledandkissedherforehead

Me:"oohI'myoursnow?"

Her:"secace(isn'tthatobviously)"shesaidthat

giggling.Shecameuptomyfaceandshegaveme

akissIdippeditturningitintoalongpassionate

kiss.Shegivesmethebestkissesever.Igrabbed

herassandshemoanedinmymouth.Shebroke

thekiss.

Me:"fuckyouwoman"Isaidopeningmyeyes

slowly

Her:"ngeskewangawavulicozmancincikakade

(youshouldn'thaveopenedyoureyestheyare

small)theyarebloodyready"shesaidkissingmy

eyes.

Me:"nguwewonkelomfazi(youratfaultwoman)"

shegiggledthantraveledherhandsdownmetill



shecameacrossmycock,Ihadaboner.Sheheldit

andgasped.

Me:"likewhatyouheld"Isaidwithasmirkonmy

face.

Her:"semkhulu'xowam(yourtobig,ohmyGod)"

Me:"suvulamehloklk(don'twidenyoureyes)"she

gavemepunchonmystomach.IactedasisIwas

inpaindon'tgetmewrongherfistissosmall.

Me:"ouchSwine!!"Guysyouhavetoacttomake

yourgirlfeelgoodsincetheirfistsaresmalland

theydon'thurtthatmuch.Shelaughedatme

Her:"thatsuitsyoubest"Ichuckledthangavehera

peck.

Me:"let'swakeupIhavetodosomethingforyou

beforeIleaveIcan'tjustleavewithoutmakingyou

feelspecial"shesmiled

Her:"youreallydon'thavethoughyoucanmakeme

feelspecialwhenyouhavemadeitinlifeplusyou

alreadymakemefeelspecialanywayyoudon't

havetogivemethingsthatwillcostunnecessary



dept'swecreatedmanymemoriesinthispast

month"

Me:"Iinsistssuwara(Don'tworry)"Igaveherapeck.

Her:"butyoudon'thaveto'shefrowned

Me:"butIwantto"Icopiedhervoice

Her:"ngazbeuphindendakubethaunyeumna(Don't

youeveragain,Iwillhit)"Ilaughedather

Me:"tshongamanqindiamancinciapha(youeven

havesmallfist's)"shewasabouttofrownwhenI

tickledandkissedheralloverherface.Shewas

gigglingallthetimewhichmademyheartjumpin

joy.IstoppeddoingwhatIwasdoingandlooked

herbusylaughedherassout.Shestoppedlaughing

andlookedatme.

Her:"whyareyoulookingatmelikethat"

Me:"neverthoughtthatthisdaywouldcomewhereI

fallinlovewithsomeonewithoutdoubtingmyself.I

vowedtoneverfallinloveagainbutwomanyour

doingyourthingstome.AndI'mlovingit"she

smiled



Her:"Iloveyouthat'swhy"shegavemeapeck.

Thenstoodup.

Her:"standIwanttomakethebed"Ismiledthen

stoodupIboiledwaterthantookabath,brushed

myteeth,lotionedthanworemyblackjeanandmy

Dustypinkt-shirtwithablackleatherjacket.She

boughtmefewclothesand1pairofnickkicks.You

seewhyIsaysheisagoodheartedperson.WhenI

makeitinlifeshewillbethefirstIwilltakecareof.

phoffIwillworkhardinlifesothatIcantakecare

ofher.Shesmiledlookingatmeasifoldmyjean.

Me:"what?doIhavesomethingonmyface"

Her:"nopeit'sjustthatyourhandsome"Ismiled

lookingather

Me:"thankyou"Igaveherapeck

Me:"canyoupleaseroughenmyhair"Igavehermy

washingcloth.

Her:"Izakehlalaphantsi(comeandsitdown)"Isat

down.shedidwhatIaskedhertodoIlookat

myselfonthemirrorIwasindeedhandsome.



Me:"thankyoubabe"Ikissedhercheek.Shesmiled

andnodded.Shegavememyfood

Me:"dankisiyabonga(thankyou)"Iatemyfoodfast

Aya:"haiwatyangathikuzothathwaokokutya(why

areyoueatingasifsomeoneisgoingtakeyou

food)"shesaidwithamouthfulloffood.Iburped

thantookmylastspoonfood,gulpeddownmy

strongcoffee.

Me:"ndalaqamfazi(I'minahurrywoman)"Ihave

herakiss

Me:"bonalate(seeyoulateron)canyouplease

borrowmetaxifare"

Her:"givemepurse"Igaveher,herpurseshetook

outthemoneyandgaveittome.

Me:"bye"Igaveheranotherkiss

Her:"shoIloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"Isaidthatrunningout.Istopped

ataxiclimbedin.Asusualpeopleweregivingme

staresbutdidn'tgivethemthetimeoffdayIwasin

goodmoodtoday.Ipaidwhenwecameacrossthe



clinicmymotherworksthereIampayingheravisit

andI'mgoingtoaskherforMoney

Me:"clinic"thedriverstoppedattheclinic.Igotoff

thetaximymotherisanursehere.Igotinandit

wasmyluckydaybecauseshewasatthe

receptionistarea.Iapproachedher.

Me:"olady"shelookedatme,shestartedcrying.I

mentallyrolledmyeyes

Her:"Siyamthandamntanam"shewalkedaround

herstationtogivemeahugIhuggedherback

shamnozalawam(mypoormother).

Me:"howyoudoingMom?"

Her:"let'sgoandtakeasit"wesatdown

Her:"I'mfineandyouwhendidcomeoutofprison?'

Me:"amonthagoma"

Her:"whichmeansyoucameoutinFebruaryand

youdidn'tevencomeandcheckuponus"

Me:"youknowhowdadisevennowIcametotell

youthatI'llbegoingtocapeTown"



Her:"youdon'tevenhavemoneyPlaatjieswhere

haveyoubeenstaying?"

Me:"IamstayingwithAyamthanda,shedoes

everythingforbutsheisgoingtoresnowsoI

decidedtogotocapeTownandfixmylifetooand

stopbeingaburdentohereventhoughsheloves

beingaroundme"

Her:"yourinloveIcansee"Ismiledanlookedather

shewasalsosmiling

Me:"youdon'thaveanideaIwillalwaysbeindept

toher."

Her:"dosomethingspecialforherthanbeforeyou

leave"myjobjustbecameeasier.

Me:"yeahIhavetoit'sjustthatIdon'thavemoney

now"

Her:"youcametotherightpersonthenIwillgive

you10ktospoilherbuyhersomethingnicethat

shewillkeepandEverytimeshelooksatitshewill

rememberthemomentsshespentwithyou"Ilove

mymothersomuch.Igaveherahug.



.

.

.

Notedited
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.

.

.

Siya

MymothergavemethemoneythatIneededand

more.It'struewhentheysay"alukhouthandoolu

fananelomzali"(youwillnevergetlovesuchas

parentslove).Iwenttoahotelnearbybookeda

roomforanightandatablefor2attheirrestaurant.

IwenttotheMallsinceIwantedtobuyher

somethingprecious.IgotwhatIwantedthan

walkedtothetaxi.Iclimbedinthetaxithan

someonewhispered"lookathimheisholdinga

plasticbagfromtheexpensivestorehereatthe

Mall"Isatdown.Thetaxitookoff.Theystarted



talkingagainandIgotparanoid.

Me:"ngaskeumtuabuzeayekuthethikaka

ngabantundanipoxani..(youguysshouldrather

askthantalkshitaboutpeople.)"Thissangoma

nexttomeheldmyhand.

Sangoma:"leavethemalonemychildtheydon't

knowwhattheytalkingabout.Yourtimewillcome

andtheywillbeashamedofthemselves.Phola

wenalungiseintozakhoqa(calmdownandfixyour

things)"InoddedthetaxistoppedatmystopIpaid

andgotofthetaxi.Ijoggedtothehousesinceit

wasgettinglate.IopenedthedoorandAyawas

packingherbagsshealsopackedmineinasmall

bag.Shewasclosingthelastbag.

Me:"I'mback!!"Iwanttoherandgaveherahugand

akissalongone.

Me:"IseeyoualreadypackedourbagshowIwish

wecouldspendtherestofourlivesherebutkeI

willcamemakesureIcamebackforyouwhenI

makeitinlifewewillbuildourownhousehaveour

littlefamilybeineachother'shandsforeverwewill



growoldtogetheranddieineachother'shands

that'sapromise.Don'tcrybabythisisnottheend

ofourlovestoryyeva"shenodded.Iwipedher

tearsthanIkissedhereyesandpackedherlips.

Me:"let'senjoyourlastdaytogetherbeforewemeet

again"Igaveherapack.

Her:"I'mjustscaredoflosing"ItookoutthegiftI

gotforheritwasanecklaceandabraceletwitha

heartorgan.

Me:"Iboughtyouthese"Igaveherthenecklace

Me:"thisisforyou,thisoneisformetheybothhave

heartorganswhenyoulookatitIwantyouto

alwaysremembermeaboutthetimeswespent

together.IwantyoutoknowThatyouwillalways

bepartofmyheartandsoul.AndIwillalwaysdo

thesame"Itookthenecklaceinherhandand

helpedherputiton.Shealsotookthebraceletand

helpedmewearit

Her:"nevertakeitoff"Inodded

Me:"Iwilldothataslongasyoualsopromiseto

nevertakeitoff"shesniffed



Her:"IwillneverIpromise"shewipedmytearsI

alsoreturnedthefavorbywipingher.Wemadeeye

contactforaverylongtimesheclosedhereyes

andIjustkissedher.Thekisswasfullofemotions

wekissedlikeitwastheendoftheworld.Whenshe

kissesmeIalwaysfeellikethereisnothingthatcan

hurtme.

.

.

Notedited
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Siya

Shebrokethekissasusual.Shegotdressedina

miniskirtwhichisblackandredandablack

poloneckwithAdidaskicks.Shefinishedherlook

withshortweave.



Her:"inanxibasifaniselane(herewerethissowe

canlookthesame)"shegavemeablackpoloneck

aswell.Iworeit.Iwasstillwearingmyblackjean

andmyblackleatherjacketontopwiththenick

kicks.

Me:"givemeyourphonewearegoingtousean

Ubertogetthere"shetossedtome

Her:"wheredidyougetthemoney?'

Me:"amanhastohustletomakethingshappen"I

saidthatsmilingsheshookherhead.IdidwhatI

hadtodoandtheUberwas15minutesaway.

Me:"sosizohambanempahlamoc?(soarewe

goingtogowiththeclothes?)"Shenodded

Her:"wewouldbewastingmoneyifwecomeback

hereagain"Inodded.Acarhootedoutsidewewent

outwithourbagsshelockedthedoorandthesmall

gate.Wegotinthecarittookoff.Welookedbackat

theshackandrealisedaheavysign.Wegottothe

hotelIwanttocheckintheygavemetheroomskey

Me:"let'sgoplacethebagsintheroomthanhave

dinner"shenoddedwithasmileonherface.We



wenttotheroomandjustplacethebagsontopof

thebed.Wewentdownstairstotherestaurant.We

weretakentoourtablewithouthesitation.We

lookedatourmenus

Her:"andiyazinobakubethaabaphiaphabutyeah(I

don'tknowathingherebutyeah)"Ilaughedather

Me:"Iwillorderseafoodumnababe"

Her:"IwilljusthaveT-bonesteakwithextralarge

chips"Icalledthewaiter

Waiter:"afternoonsirandma'amwhatcanIgetfor

you"

Me:"theseafoodplatterforme"

Waiter:"okaysirandyouma'am?"

Aya:"T-bonesteakwithextralargechips"hewrote

everythingdowninhisnotebook.

Waiter:"drink's?"

Me:"CoronaorHeinekenyoudecide"

Aya:"flyingfishnon-alcoholicIdon'twanttoget

drunktoday"wellAyadrinksflyingfish.every



Saturdaywhenshewouldknockoffearlyshewould

comebackwithinguduzeflyingfishandwewould

drinktogether.Iwillsurelymissthosedays.

Me:"cherryyamngengudu(mygirlfriendandbeer)

sameWhatsAppgroup"shelaughedatmeIalso

laughed.Thewaiterwalkedawayandcameback

withourdrinksfirstwechattedwithmybabe

sharedourchildhoodmemories.Ourfoodcamewe

ate.

Me:"heretaste"

Her:"youknowI'mapickyeaterdon'tknowwhyyou

givingmethis"shesaidplayingwiththeprawns

Me:"yournotgoingtodiejusttasteandstopbeing

silly"shetooktheprawnandate.Herfacial

expressionschangedshelookedlikeshewasgoing

tovomit.

Me:"v'tsek,swallow"Isaidthatlaughed.Sheshook

herhead

Me:"pleasedon'tembarrassmeinfrontofpeople

justswallowyouwon'tdie"shelookedaroundthan

tookthetissuesonthetableandspitethefood



there.Ilaughedatheragain.

Her:"Iwillnevereatseafoodeverinmylife"

Me:"youdon'tknowdeliciousthingsthat'swhyI'm

here"Isaidthatlaughed.Shejustsaidmxmand

giggled.Wecontinuedeatingwhilelaughingour

assesout.Whenweweredoneeatingwewentback

toourroom.

Me:"let'sgooutsideandtakeaswimndivatshutshu

marn(I'mfeelinghot)"

Her:"Ididn'tbringmyswimmingcostume"

Me:"youwillswimwithyourbraandunderwear

babenoonewillseeyouthereisbarelynoone

downthere"shetookoffherclothesIalsotookoff

mine.Wewenttotheswimmingpool.weswamwill

dancinginsidethewaterlikethereismusicwe

wouldstealkisshereandtherejustthan'Backto

sleepbyChrisBrown'played.Isangalongshe

lookedatmethansmirked

Her:"fuckyakwazucula(youcansing)"Icontinued

singingthanpulledherclosetomeIkissedher

slowlyIwasn'tinarushafterall.Grabbedherass



andliftedherup.Islowlywalkedoutofthepool

withherstillinmyarm.Iwantstraighttoourroom

whenwegotthere.Iplacedhercarefullyontopof

thebedwithoutbreakingthekiss.Iunclippedher

braandtookitoff.Istartedmassaginghernipples

andplayedwiththem.Iwenttothemandsucked

themwilltakingoffherunderwear.wentdownto

hercastleandkisseditfirstbeforetakingherto

mufftown.Shecuminmymouthandshetastesso

goodIwantuptohermouthsothatshecantaste

herself.Shehelpedmetakeoffmyboxers.Irubbed

mycockonherclit.AtfirstIcouldn'tgetinandshe

wasreadytogiveupbutIdidn'tgiveherthetimeof

day.Therestwashistory.Totopitoffwedid4

rounds.Wesleptaftertakingabathtogether.

MorningcameandIwisheditnevercamesince

earthispullingupapart.Beforewegotoffbedwe

hadaquickie.Tookalongbathtogether.Thenwe

helpedeachotherlotion.Roomservicecamebefore

wegotdressed.

Me:"let'seatbeforegettingdressed"shenodded.

Wewerefeedingeachother.



Her:"whatareyougoingtousetogettocapeTown"

Me:"I'llbetravelingbybus,IwillrequestaUberto

takeyoutoschoolthat'stheleastIcandoforyou

beforeIleave"shenoddedandsmiledlightly

Me:"IwillcomebackthoughasIpromiseyou"

Her:"Betterkeepyourpromise"Inodded.We

finishedeating

Me:"yeahIwill"Igaveherapeck.Weworeour

clothes.Tookourbelongingsandwenttothe

receptionist.Icheckedout.

Aya:"givemenotesothatIcanwritemynumber

down"Igaveherahundrednote.Shewroteher

numberdown.

Her:"don'tloseitcallmewhenyougettocapeTown

,don'tforgetthatIloveyousomuchcomebackto

fetchmewhenyouhavemadeitinlife"shetouched

mybracelet.

Her:"andnevertakeitoffitsasymbolofourlove.

EverytimeyoulookatitIwantyoutorememberall

thosetimeswespenttogether.Andforthelasttime



Iloveyou."Shesharedatear.Iwipedthemoffand

kissedhereyesthanherforehead.

Me:"IwillneverforgetyouandIwillcomebackto

youaspromisedIloveyoutoobabyandnevertake

offthatnecklace"wehuggedfordearlifeand

sharedourlastkissweweredisturbedbyacar

hootingitwastheUber.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Her:"Iloveyoutoo"

Thansheleft.Icriedthanquicklywipedofmytears.

.

.

Notedited .
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Ayamthanda

Itwasanemotionalmoment.Itwashardtosay



goodbyebutIwillgrowabackboneandbestrong.I

havestayedwithSiyaforamonthanditalready

feelslikeit'sbeendecadesIcouldn'tletgoofhim

soeasilyIfeltthiskindaconnectionwithhim.Just

hopethatitwasn'ttheendofourlovestorybutwe

willwaitandsee.Iwasbroughtbacktorealityby

thedriver

Him:"wehavearrivedma'am"Inoddedandwiped

mytears,tookoutadeepbreathbeforewalkingout.

SiyahasalreadypaidthedriversoIjusttookmy

bagsandwentintheUniversity.Ilookedatmy

necklaceandheldtheheartorganpieceItearfall

outofmyeyesIquicklywipedmytearsandstood

atthelongline.afteranhourorsoIwasalreadyat

thefront.TheygavemeeverythingIneedfilledin

necessaryformstheytoldmewhenIwillgetmy

moneyfromNSFAS.Theyalsogavemekeysfor

accesstomyresroomandmystudentcard.Iwent

tomyroomIfoundthedooropenandtherewere

already2ladiesthereI'msharingtheroomwith3

people.

Me:"molweni(goodafternoon)"



Girl¹:"Ayabongafunanton'aphawena(Ayabonga

whatdoyouwanthere)"Ilookedbehindmeand

therewasnoonebehindme.

Girl²:"ayonguAyabongawenaloAyabonga

useDubaitheniphambene(thisisnotAyabonga.

AyabongaisinDubaiareyoumad)"justthan

anothergirlcame.Ithinkshecomesbackfromthe

bathroom

Girl³:"AyabongabungekoseDubaina

wena?(Ayabongawon'tyouinDubai?)"Istartedto

getannoyedwhyaretheyCallingmeAyabonga.

Me:"I'mnotAyabonga.I'mAyamthanda.Noba

kufanakwabanthu(maybeit'sbecausepeoplelook

thesame)."Theylookedatmeliketheyhaveseen

aghost.ThisisgoingtobeawkwardIswear.I

clearedmythroat

Me:"canyouguysshowmetheroomIwillbeusing"

theypointedtheroomformeIwantinthere.The

otherbedwasalreadymade.Luckyminewasthe

onenearthewindow.Istartedunpackingmystuff

didthebedding.Iheardthemarguingabout



somethingbutIcouldn'thearthemclearly.Ilaidon

topofmybedtookafleeceandcoveredmyselfI

wastired.Ifirstlookedatmynecklacethankissed

itbeforeclosingmyeyes.

.

.

.Notedited
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Siyamthanda

IgottocapeTownthefollowingdayinthe

afternoon.ItwasindeedalongrideI'musedto

flyinginprivatejetsandnowthatIhavetotake

publictransportationIdon'tknowwhattosaybuti

definitelyneedtoclearmycriminalrecordIhaveto

findsolidproof.Iwouldn'tbeabletocontinue

leavinglikethisit'snotaboutusingpublic

transportationbutit'saboutthelooksIget



everywhere.SowhenwegottocapeTownIwentto

thetrainstationthetrainstoppednearKhayelitsha.

Iwenttothenearbyforest.SincethewarehouseI

usedtousewasthere.IwalkedalongdistancetillI

gotthere.Iwantinsideandtherewasnoonethe

placewasfilledwithdustandspiderwebsitlooks

likethegentshaven'tbeenhereforquitealongtime

afterallIwasthegangsterleaderandIwastheone

whoheldthegrouptogetherwithoutmetheboys

werenothingIthinkthat'swhytheyquittedbutthey

willallcomebackwhentheyherethatI'mback.I

wantupstairstotheroomweusedtowashinafter

killingpeople.ItwasstillthesamewayasitwasI

cleanedaroundwhereIwillbesleeping.ThenItook

ashowerinthecoldwater.Iworetheblackclothes

thatwerethere.Luckilytherewerealsobigclothes

thererememberIwasaskinnynijja.Worethe

clothesthanwentoutsidetothebackofthe

warehouse.IfoundaspadenearthegraveImade

whenIlefthere.Inthatgravethereisablackbig

bag.Idiggeditoutithasmyimportantdocuments

id,passportetc.ThereisalsomoneyinthereIleft5

millioninthatbag.Thereisalsogunsdifferent



kindsofguns.Weaponsweusewhenwefightand

acellphone.Don'taskmewhybutyeahthereis

alsoacellphonehereIdon'tknowwhatIwas

thinkingwhenIplaceditthere.Nexttomyblack

bagtherewasalsoanotheronenexttoit,aleather

brownbagIopeneditanditwasfullofgunsbut

handgunswheremissingmaybethegentstook

themforpersonaluse.Therewasalsoalaptopthat

weusetohack.Itookbothoffthebagsandwent

inside.Ifirstswitchedonthephonethenchargedit

Iwantupstairstomybagandtookoutthenotethat

Ayawrotehernumberon.Iwantdownstairstothe

cellphoneluckyitstillhasNetwork.Ichangedthe

pleasecallmenameandwrotethere

"SIYAMTHANDA"IsentAya7pleasecallme.I

madethetheringtonetobeloudsothatIcanhere

thephonewhenshecalls.Istartedcleaningaround

thewarehouseIwouldn'tbestayinginadirtplace

whatifIgetLungcancerorTBfromthedustsoI

cleanedaroundfixedeverythingandplaceditinits

rightfullplacewhenIwasabouttogoandfreshen

upandstarttrainingthephonerangIquicklyranto

itanditwasAyamyheartjumpedinjoy.Ianswered



thephone.

Me:"baby"Iheardsniff's

Her:"sthandwasam.Howareyou?Didyouarrive

theresafely?Whereareyou.."shewasbreathing

heavily

Me:"woahsthandwasam(mylove)firstbreath"she

didbreathingexercises.

Me:"areyoufinenow"shewentquite

Me:"baby"

Her:"yes,yesI'mfineIjustforgotthatyouwere

overthephoneyoucan'tseeme"thatmeansshe

noddedwhenIaskedher.

Me:"toansweryourquestions.YesI'mfinebaby,I'M

atthewarehouseIusedtouse.Andyouhoware

thingsthatside?"

Her:"I'mfinejustmissingyouthough"

Me:"Imissyoutoo"Isaidthatlookingatmy

bracelet.

Me:"whatareyouupto?"



Her:"Ijustcamebackfromcampus.I'monmyway

toresnowandyou?

Me:"Iwasjustcleaningaroundthewarehousesince

therewasdusteverywhere.ButIwillhitthegym

nowdoalittlebitoftraining"wechattedforalong

timeweevensharedalaugh.I'msohappythatI

madeherelaughalittleshesoundrelievedafterour

30minutecallshewassohappytotalktomeandI

wasalsohappytotalktoher.Ijoggedaroundthe

WarehouseIbumpedintoacarthatwascovered

withabigplasticthatisblackIpulledtheplastic

down.Happywasanunderstatementatthis

moment.ItwasmyredGTIwithtintedwindows.

Godandmyancestorsarereallyinarushhour

today.Istartedhavingfaiththateverythingwillgo

well.IcheckthecaratthecarbonnetIfixedwhat

neededtobefixedandpouredwaterinitwhenI

wasabouttoclosethebonnetIsawanoteitwas

written'iknewonedayyouwillcomebackhere.I

leftthecarkeysattheroomwerewekeepourfuel

in.

FromTT'.Isharedatear.TTismybestfriendwe



havebeenfriendssincecreche.Iwanttothefuel

roomsearchforthekeysIfoundthemIalsosaw

petrolItook.Iwentoutsideagainrefilledmycar.I

gotinitandstartedit.Itwasactuallyworking.I

shoutedout'woah'IstoppedattheFrontgateand

wentinsidethewarehouseItookafewhundred

notesIrantothecaragain.Idrovetothenearby

mallasdirtasIwas.Ididn'tcaresinceIwashungry.

IstoppedatKFCsincetheyopen24/7.Iboughta

bucketofchickenandpotatoechips.Iwenttoa

shopnearbyandIalsoboughtaloafofwhitebread,

50rairtimeand2Lofstoneycooldrinkpluscups.I

drovebacktothewarehouseitwasalreadylate

becausethetimenowwas10.Iparkedmycarthan

wentinsidewithmystuff.Iloadedtheairtimein

anddialedAya'snumberIjustwanttosay

goodnightthat'sall.Sheansweredonthe3rdring.

She:"baby"

Me:"heymyloveIhopeIdidn'tdisturbyoufrom

studying"

Her:"notatallbabyIjustcamebackfromthe

shower"



Me:"IwishIcouldseeyounowIseriouslyneedto

buyasmartphonesothatwecanfacetime"she

giggled.

Her:"yeahyouhavetofirstthingtomorrowmorning

norh"ichuckled

Me:"IwillyuuhanywayIjustwantedtosay

goodnight.Sleepwellbabyanddon'tforgetto

dreamaboutusgettingmarriedandhavingkidsin

ourlittleparadise"shegiggled.

Her:"Iwillbabedon'tworry."

Me:"Iloveyou"

Her:"Iloveyoutoocanyoupleasesingmesongso

thatIcansleepIdon'tthinkIwillbeabletosinceI

justheardyourvoiceIwillstartimaginingthings

andoverthink"Ichuckledandshegiggled.

Me:"gotakeyourearphonessothatyourroommate

doesn'tthinkthatyourcrazywhenyoufallasleep

whilelisteningtome.Whenyouwearyour

earphonesitwillbelikeyourlisteningtomusic"she

laughedIjoinedin.



Her:"yeahright.WellI'mdoneyoucanstartsinging

andforthelasttimeIloveyou"Istartedsingingfor

her'IntoyoubySydneyRanae'

Me:"baby?"Noreason

Me:"wellIguessyourasleepnowIloveyouso

muchandIwillalwaysloveyou"Icancelledthecall

whilesmiling.Iwashedmyhandsthanate.After

eatingIwentbacktotraining.

.

.

.

Aya

ThingsaprettyawkwardinmyroomIdon'teven

knowmyroommatesnames.Wejustexchange

greetingsandit'sjusttheseconddayhere.Ihada

greatdaytodaybasicallyafterthecallswithSiya.I

sleptwhilelisteningtohimheissuchaheart

keeper.Iwokeuparound10amsinceIdon'thave

classesinthemorningbutintheafternoonat2Idid

mymorningroutine.ItlookedlikeIwasleftalone



aftermyroutineIatemybreakfastwhilebrowsing

throughsocialmediaIwashedmybowlthanwent

tomyroom.IgotacallfromSiyawechattedforan

hourandIwashappy.Itwasnow13:30.Itookmy

booksthanwalkedtocampusIhadmyclassthanI

wentbacktoreswhenIgotthereIfoundthegirls(I

stilldon'tknowtheirnames)chillingwithagayguyI

thinkcozhehadmake-upon.AFadewhichhas

dabraids.Andhewaswearingapinkvestwithpink

shortswiththosealmostformalshoes.

Me:"Goodafternoon"

Thegay:"Bitchyouhavethegutstogreetusafter

youblockedusonsocialmedia"herewegoagain

healsothinksthatI'mAyabonga.I'msickandtired

ofthis.

Me:"forthehundredthtimeI'mnotAyabonga"I

rolledmyeyesandattemptedtowalktomyroom.

Girl¹:"Ayamthandaright?"

Me:"yeah"

Girl¹:"pleasecomeandjoinusyoudon'tevenknow

ournamesbutwelivinginthesameplace"



Me:"letmegoandchangemyshoesI'llbeback"

theynodded.Iwenttochangemyshoesthen

walkedtothelittlekitchenItookanAppleanda

glassfullofcooldrink.Iwenttotheloungetojoin

them.

Girl¹:"I'mAyola"

Girl²:"Lethabo"

Girl³:"Ziminathi"

Gay:"RethabilebutyoucallmeRiridarling"I

laughed.

Me:"andI'm..."

Them:"Ayamthandasayazi"theyrolledtheireyes

andIlaughed.

Me:"soyourYola,LeJoy,nathiandofcourseRiri"I

saidpointingatthemtheynodded

LeJoy:"(screaming)youalreadygavemea

nickname.(screaming)"sheisfullofdramaIcan

see.Ijustlaughed

Them:"usstupid"theyrolledtheireyes.Isatwith

themthewholedaytheyareafuckenmoodyooh.



EspeciallyRethaIwaslaughingmyassoutthe

wholeday.

.

.

.

Notedited

Sorryfornotwritingthewholeday.
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Siya

Todayisthedayiwillbeworkingoutmymission.I

gotachancetogoandcheckmyhouseandit'sstill

thewayitis.Forthewholeweekiwascheckingout

onthehousekeepersandat2pmthewifegoesto

workandatnightthehusbandgoestowork.They

don'thavekidsormaidsitlookslikeit'sjustthe2of

theminhouse.thetimenowis7pmmeaningthe



husbandwillbegoingtoworkin30minutes.During

thethirtyminutesofwaitingimanagedtohackinto

theirsecuritypasswords.Thehusbandfinallywalks

out.iwaitforabout15minutesbeforegettingin.

Usuallythewifecomesbackat10meaningihave2

hourstogetinandoutofthehouse.Andittakes1

hourtodownloadtheolddocuments.Iwalkedin

thehouseleavingmycaroutside.Iopenedthegate

usingmylaptopwalkedtothefrontdoorofthe

housetheyuseAutolocksso.Ialsousedthelaptop

toopenthedoors.IswitchedofftheADTbefore

walkingtothemasterroom.Nothinghaschanged

hereit'sjustthattheymovedmyportraitandplaced

theirweddingpicture.Imovedthepictureandmy

secretroomisstillthere.Ipushedthewallthatlead

metotheothersideoftheroomistartedcoughing

sincetherewasdusteverywhere.Irantotheold

laptop.Andtomysurpriseeverythingwasstill

working.Islippedinmyusbtothemotherboard.I

starteddownloadingoldstuff.Itstopped

downloadingwhenitwasat80%.Istarted

panickingcausethetimenowwas21:30.Itslowed

downasitcontinueddownloading.JustthanIonly



hadaminuteleftbeforegettingoutofthehouse.

Wellitseemedlikeitisn'tmyluckydaytodayi

quicklytookmyusbandlaptop.Iclosedtheroom

andslowlywalkedoutofthehousewithagunin

myhand.Isawthewifeholdingaknife.Slowly

Walkingupthestairs.Shecursedunderherbreath

asshewasholdinghercellphone

Her:"bloodynetwork"iwalkeddownquickly

Me:"v'tsek,puttheknifedown"isaidthatpointing

herwiththegun.Shedroppedtheknifeandiran

outofthehouseandwenttomycar.Iinsertedthe

usbinmylaptopandisawthefootagewhere

yamkelaplacedthedrugsinmybaginthepassage

ofthehouse.Thanshecalledsomeoneandtold

thatpersonthatthejobisdoneandshedrugged

me.Ideletedalltheotherfootageandkepttheone

showingthatYamkelaplantedthedrugsinmybagi

starteddrivingtothepolicestation.Justthan

shootingstartedsomeonewasaimingmycar

wheels.CursedasilookedbackisawDiamond(my

enemy)andyamekelainthecar.Itookmygunand

startedshootingback.Ikneeledonmycarsitwhile



drivingthecargotoutthewindowaimedforthere

wheelsandshotthem.Theylostcontrolandthecar

hitthetree.Isatproperlyanddrovetothepolice

station.Isawajunkiesittingthereiwrote

somethinginapieceofpaperattachedtotheUSB.

Me:"exesarni(sorryboy)"helookedup

Me:"pleasetakethisinheariwillgiveyou200r"he

noddedandtooktheusbiwalkedbehindhimand

sawthathegavethepolicetheUBSwhenhecame

outigavehim400r.Andwentbacktomycarand

drovetothewarehouse.icalledAyabeforeIslept

inthemorningidrovetothemalltobuysomething

toeat.Iwalkedpastsomeonesellingnewspaper

andsomethingattractedmetoit.Iboughtoneandi

wasonthefrontpagewithDiamondandYamekela.

Theheadlinesaid"10yearsbackSiyamthanda

PlaatjieswasfoundwithdrugsatORThamboonly

tofindoutnowthattheywereplantedbyYamkela

DunjwawhoisworkingforthebiggestCapeTown

GangsterSinethembaLanga".Ismiledjustthani

gotacallfromAya.

Her:"babedidyouseethenewsyouralloverthe



news"ilaughed

Me:"yesbabeididseethenews"

Her:"I'msogladyoufoundproof"wespokefora

longtimebeforedisconnecting.Iboughtwhati

wantedwithasmileonmyface.Idecidedtotakea

longdrivelisteningtomusiciwasinhappymood

justthanmycargotstuck.Igotouttocheckwhat's

goingonjustthansomeonestartedshooting.Iwas

abouttorantomycarwhenigotshotonmy

stomach.Thanlightsoff.

.

.
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Aya

9monthslater..



ItisnowDecember.Ifinishedwritingmyexams

andIdidprettygood.Iassureyou.Andit'sbeen9

monthssinceSiyawentmissing.Ilastspoketohim

thedaythetruthcameout.Hedidn'tevengoto

courttoclearuphisname.Butiswassaidthathe

hasacleancriminalrecordnow.Iwasworried

abouthimatfirstthatsomethinghappenedtohim

stillamthough.Justhopewereeverheisheisfine.

Ievencrymyselftosleepsometimes.Imisshimso

muchweshouldbecelebratingourfestiveseason

togetherbutheisnothereandit'sthe15th.Iwillbe

spendingmyfestiveseasonAloneinthisfucken

flat.YesIliveinaflatnow.Igotagoodpayingjob

inarestaurantintown.ImanagedtobuyoneIcan't

bestayinginashackforever.IknowIgrewupthere

butyouhavetoleavehomesomeday.Ihavea

beautifulflatIlivealone.Ilikemyownprivate

spaceIgettodowhateverIwant.Ievenwalk

aroundthehousenakedifIwanttoo.I'mjustjoking

Iwouldneverdothat.ButIwillbegoingbacktores

whenschoolsopenlikeIhavebeendoingandIwill

comebacktomyflatwhenit'sweekends.Iwokeup

withmixemotionstoday.Ihatethefactthathe



doesn'tevencallmeatleasttellmeheisfine.Just

toherehisvoiceandhavehimtotellmethathe

lovesme.MyabdomenwassoreIdon'tknowwhy

butIbrushedthatfeelingoff.IthinkI'mgoingtoon

myperiods.Thinkingofthatit'sbeenquiteawhile

sinceIhavebeenonmyperiods.Idon'tknowhow

manymonthsIhavemissedbuttheyarequitealot.

Iignoredthat.IwanttotakeawarmbathIpoured

saltandfoambath.Ienjoyedmybathwhile

listeningtomusic.Phoratobespecific.Whenthe

waterwasgettingcoldIgotoutofthebathtub.

Driedmyselfupwalkedtomyroombuttnaked.I

haveanen-suitinmybedroom.Ilotionedwhile

lookingatmybody.Ihavestretchmarks.Andit's

unusualcauseIneverhadthem.Ijustworemy

blackshortdress.Itisnottight.It'slikeI'mwearing

abigt-shirt.IalsowentforDustypinksandles.I

woremyweaveandsunglasses.Appliedlipgloss.I

tookmymoonbagandinsertedmycellphone,

lipgloss,tissuesandmoney.Iwanttothemallto

getafewthings.WheniwasdoneshoppingIwant

tospurIwascravingfortheirribs.WhenIwasdone

eatingIrequestedforanUberin5minutesitwas



alreadytheretofetchme.Whenwewereonour

waytotheflatIfeltawarmliquidcomingoutofme.

IlookedatmyselfandIindeedpeedonmyself.

JustthanthatpaincamebackIscreamed

Me:"takemetothefuckenhospitalandstopdriving

slow"henoddedanddrovefast.in5minuteswe

wereinthehospital.Hehelpedmegetoutthenurse

camewithawheelchair.Iscreamedagain

Me:"hereis(scream)your(scream)money."Iwas

sweatingandbreathingheavily.

Uberguy:"noneedma'am"Ijustnodded.Hewalked

outthenursetookmetothedeliveryroom.Wait.

what?I'mpregnant.

Me:"howcome(screamed)ididn'tIknowIwas

pregnant"sheshrugged.Theyplacedmeontopof

thebedthedoctorcameinrunning.Theytookoff

myclothesandgavemethehospitalgowns.

LabourpainsareextremelypainfulIhate

Siyamthandaforputtingmethroughthis.The

doctorinsertedherfingerinmyVirginia

Doctor:"thebabyis10cmawayyoucanstart



pushingma'am"Ipushed.Nothing.Pushed.

nothingstill.WhenIwasabouttogiveupIfelt

somethingcomingoutmyVirginia.Theroomwas

filledwiththescreamsofababy

Nurse:"it'saboy"Ismiledtearsfalloutofmyeyes.

likeI'msomeone'smotherforheaven'ssake.

Me:"canIholdhim"theygavememychild.Yeah

youheardmerightMYCHILD.Ilookedathimhe

hadsmalleye'slikehisdaddy.

Me:"ChumaniOwethuPlaatjies"Isaidthatsmiling

throughtears.Don'taskmewhyIdecidedtogo

withhisfather'ssurnamebutitfeltsoright.Ikissed

mybabiesforehead.

.

.

Notedited
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.

Aya

Thenursetookmybabytocleanhimup.Iasked

oneofthenursestogoandbuymybabystuffjust

forthedayandtomorrowsothatmychildcanhave

somethingtochange.Ialsoaskedhertobuyme

sweatpantsandahoodiesinceimessedonmy

dress.Shewaskindenoughtothatforme.She

camebackwiththestuffasrequested.Theydid

whattheyhadtodotomeandtheymovedmeto

anotherWard.Thedoctorcameinthewardwith

Chumile.

Doctor:"helookssoadorable"shegaveme

Chumani.Ismiledlookingathim.

Doctor:"it'stimetobreastfeedthelittleChamp"

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtobreastfeedhim"she

showedmehow.AndIthankedher.

Me:"whycouldn'tIseethatIwaspregnantDoctor

DuPreez?"Shegiggled

Her:"Ithappenssometimesthatyoudon'tknowthat



youpregnantuntilyougivebirth.Somebabiesfind

placestohide.AndinyourcaseChuman(she

struggledpronouncingthename)wasalsohiding

awayfromyou."Ismiledandnodded.

Me:"isthereanythingthatIshouldbeworried

about?"

Her:"nopeeverythinglooksfinetome.thebabyis

healthyandyouralsohealthyImightaswell

dischargeyoualltomorrow"

Me:"thankyoudoctor"shenoddedandleft.This

isn'thowIpicturedmyfirstpregnancytobelike.I

alwayswishedtohavemybabydaddynexttomein

thelabourroom.MywholefamilytobeherebutkeI

don'thaveafamilyI'manorphanandmybaby

daddyisn'tevenhere.Fromnowonmybabywillbe

myfirstpriority.Iwilltakecareofhimandgivehim

everythingintheworld.Iwillbethebestmother,

father,grandma,grandpa,aunt,etc.Tomybaby.

Youcannamethemall.Isharedatearandsmiled.I

sawanursepassingbyIwantedtotakeapicture

withmybaby.



Me:"sorrysister.!"Shestoppedwalkingandlooked

atme.

Me:"sorryforkeepingyououtofworkbutcanyou

pleasetakeapictureofmeandmychild"she

smiledandcametome.IgavehermyHuaweip20.

Shetookmanybeautifulpictures.

Me:"thankyousomuch"Isaidsmilinglookingat

thepictures.Shesmiledandwalkedoutclosingthe

doorbehindher.ThepictureIlovedthemostwas

theonewewerebothsleepinginandhewasontop

ofme.Iposteditonmyw/astatuswiththecaption

"myfirstpriority.ChumaniOwethuPlaatjies

".LeJoy(sheistheoneI'mclosewithinour

group)repliedtomystatussaying"Fakefriendyou

are.Youdideventellusthatyourpregnant.ButI

willcomeandseeyoualltomorrow.Andyoubetter

bereadytoexplain,kissthelittleManforme"I

repliedwithheartemojis.Myotherfriendsalso

repliedwiththesimilarmessageLeJoysentme.I

wenttoFacebookandInstagramandpostedthe

samepictureandIgotmanylikes.Somepeople

congratulatedme.Iswitchedoffmyphoneand



gavemybabyfullattention.Ifeltsoconnectedto

him.Can'twaittospendtherestofmylifewithhim.

Can'tbelieveIhavesomethingthatismine.Ilove

mysonsomuchIlovehimmorethananythingin

theworld.IjustprayGodprotectshimformeI

won'tbeabletoliveifsomethinghappenstohim.

EveryoneinmylifeseemstojustupandleaveIjust

hopeIwillbeabletokeephim.Ikissedhisforehead

andthanclosedmyeyes.

.

.

.

Unknown

SowewereinRussiawhenweheardSiyaisback.

WetookthefirsttheflighttoSouthAfrica.Wegotto

thewarehouseweusedtouseanditwascleanthat

meaninghehasbeenstayingherewetrackedhim

downwefoundhimatthefreewaywhenwegot

therehewasshot.ScotttheoldRussianCarterwe

workwith.Heistheonethattrainedus.

Scott:"let'stakehimwithustoRussiawedon't



knowwho'safterhimandwecan'triskhislifehere.

Heisunfithehastobetrained"hesaidinhis

Russianaccent.MeandCagetookhim.Weleftfor

Russianagain.It'sbeen10yearssincewehave

beenhereafterSilencer(Siya)wasarrestedwe

couldn'tcontinuewithgangsterismbutouroldman

(Scott)toldustocometoRussia.Andwehave

beenlivinghere.stilldoingourgangsterismthings

andwearethebaddestnow.

.

.
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Siya(whathappened9monthsagothispovislate)

IwokeandIwasinaroomIdidn'tevenknow.The

firstpersonIthoughtaboutwasAya.Istarted

panicking.JustthanthedoorflewopenandTT



walkedin.IlookedathimandIcouldn'tbelievemy

eyes.

TT:"broyourupIthoughtyouweredeadit'sbeen4

weekssinceyouwereinthisconditionyoueven

healedfromtheshootingyougot"hisaccenthas

changed.HenowhasanRussianaccent.

Me:"broI'mdiehardyououtofallpeopleshould

knowthat.Andthanwhat'supwiththeaccent"

TT:"it'sbeen10yearsbro.Aftertheyarrestedyou

grandpac..."

:"Heyboywatchyourmouth.Whoisyourgrandpa.

YouseeSilencernowandyoucallmelikethat"that

definitelyhastobeScotthegotinfollowedbyCage

,Mamber,karma,snakesandTailor.Theyallbro

huggedme.theywereallbuffguysnow.Wespent

thewholedaycatchingupoveraglassofScott's

expensivewhiskey.WhenIaskedtocallsomeone

importanttheysaidnocellphonesduringtraining.

Woah!!whoagreedintrainingbutthatdoesn't

mattercozI'mstilltrainingandIhaven'tbeenable

togetholdofaphone.EverytimeIseeacellphone



andtemptedtotakeitsomeonehastoseeme.they

arewatchingmelikeHawks.Andit'sbeen9months

sinceIlastspoketoAyasheprobablythinksI

neglectedher.Anditfeelsbadworsepartisthat

thistrainingtakes3yearsmeaningIwillbegoing

backtoAyain2yearstime.Istillhaveherbracelet

thoughthat'swhatmakesmefeelconnectedtoher.

Todayseemslikeit'smyluckydayIsawa

cellphoneIwenttoitIdialedAya'snumberit'srings

andsheanswersafterthefirstring.

Her:"Ayamthandaspeakinghello"myheartjumped

injoyasIheardhervoiceafteralongfuckentime.

Her:"hello"

Me:"Idon'thaveenoughtimebutIwantedtotell

youthatIloveyouokay?"

Her:"Siya!!"Iheardababycryingatthebackground

Her:"sukhalaklkbabyndizo...(Don'tcrybabyI

will...)"Icouldn'thearwhatshesaidafterwards

becausesomeonetookthephonewhenIturnedI

wasmetmyScottManhimself.Aslaplandedon

myfaceandIfalldown.heleftmejustlikethat.



Who'sbabywasAyatalkingtocoulditbehersor

herFriends.IneedtogettoSouthAfricabutIcan't

ScottrunsthesestreetsIwilllandonthehospital

bedinsteadifIdisobeyhimand2yearsareso

fuckenLong.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

IwassohappythatSiyacalledmebutalsosadthat

hehangeduponme.Atleastheissafewereever

heis.MorningcameanditwasthedayI'mgetting

dischargedandmyfriendsarecomingtoseeme.I

tookashowerthanbathedChumani.AfterIwas

donemyfriendscameinholdingalotofpresents.

AndRiribeinghimself.Hewasholdingalotof



balloonsandhehadthemostpresents.Ijust

laughedastheywerecomingin

LeJoy:"umdlezane(amother)"Ismiled.

Yola:"canIpleaseholdhim"

Nathi:"nopeIwillholdhimfirst"theyallstarted

arguingaboutwhoisgoingtoholdhimfirst.Riri

cametomeasIwasholdingChumani.Hetookhim.

Riri:"mzekelowetypezambethunaakamhlemarn

(thetypeofpeopleIdatewithheissobeautiful)"

theylookedathim.Theyallwenttohimand

admiredChumani.Thedoctorcamewiththe

dischargepapers.Wewenttomyflat.UsingZimi's

Caddy.

Lejoy:"sotelluswhydidn'tyoutellusthatyour

pregnant?"Wewereinmyroomtryingtobuildthe

cottheyboughtforChumani.ButIwas

breastfeedinghim.

Zimi:"yeahspeakupwearelistening"Ilaughed.

Me:"Ialsodidn'tknowIwaspregnant.Youallsaw

thatIhadmynormalbodyandIdidn'tshowany



signs.IalsofoundoutyesterdaywhenIwasin

Labourpains."

Riri:"imihloloiyashiyana(miracleshappen)"

Yola:"sowhoisthefather?"

Me:"SiyamthandaPlaatjies"theywentquietmore

likethinkingwhoheis.

Them:"THEGUYTHATWASFOUNDWITHDRUGS

INTHEAIRPORTBUTTHEYWEREN'THIS.THE

WHOLEMOTHERFUCKENHUNK!!"theysaid

shouting.Mybabycried.Imadehimclamdown

andheslept.Iplacedhiminthecot.Switchedon

thebabymonitor.Ichasedmyfriendsoutwesatin

thelounge.

Nathi:"youhaven'tansweredourquestion"Ilaughed

Me:"yeshimtheoneandonlySiyamthanda

Plaatjies"theyclappedtheirhands.

Riri:"butIdon'tblameyouthoughhaveyouseen

howhotheis"hesaidbittinghislowerlip.

LeJoy:"bro"theyallstarteddaydreaming.

Me:"aaguyshismyboyfriendstopimagininghow



heis"

Nathi:"Iwonderhowheisinbed"

Me:"I'mnothavingthisconversationwithyouguys"

Isaidlaughing.

Zimi:"whereishebytheway?Isn'thesupposetobe

herewithyou"Ideeplysigned

Me:"Ialsodon'tknowIlastsawhimwhenhewas

goingtocapeTowntoprovehisinnocence.After

thathewentAWOLbuthedidcallmeatmidnight

anditwasn'tanumberfromhereitwasaforeign

number."

Them:"maybeheisoverseasorsomething"I

nodded.Wechilledtherethewholedayhavingfun.

.

.

Siyamthanda

IjustwanttogobackhomebutIcan'tI'mstuck

herenow.It'saSaturdayandusuallyIdon'ttrain.

Wejustchillanddrink.Iwokeat1pmdidmydaily

routine.Andwentdownstairs.Thegentswere



havingadrink.Iwenttothekitchenmademyself

someeggs,beaconandVienna'swithtoasted

bread.Ayataughtmehow.ItookacanofCoronain

thefridgeandwenttojointhegents.

Me:"Yeahshomajita"theynodded.Iatemyfood.

Theywerewatchingsoccer.

Scott:"sinceyoudidn'tobeymyrulesyournot

comingwithustoclubtoday"

Me:"hainoskebuyelekwicherryyamumna

ndayaziingesiselinguduzethunamhlanjesive

kamnandi(Iwouldrathergoandstaywithmy

girlfriendIknowwewouldbedrinkingourbeers

todayandhavingfun)"

Them:"Huh?Whatdidyousay?"Iforgotthatthey

don'thearisXhosa.IsaidwhatIsaidinEnglishthis

time.IwasalreadyannoyedIhaterepeatingmyself.

TT:"youandgirlfriend?Never"theyallagreedtohis

statement

Me:"believeitornotIdohaveoneIloveherso

much."Theyclappedtheirhands



Scott:"ooh.Isshethegirlyoucalledyesterday."He

saidlaughing.Ijustkeptmyseriousface.The

otherslaughedaswell.

Me:"entlek.WhencanIgobacktoSAiseriously

needtoseeher.Ithinkwehavechildtogether"they

alllookedatme.

Tailor:"howdoyouknowthatyouhaveachildwhen

youhavebeenhereforninemonths"

Me:"ninemonthsagowehadunprotectedsex.And

sheisn'tpreventingaswell.WhenIgaveheracall

yesterdayIhearababycrying"theywentsilentfor

amoment.JustthanMadamcamein.Madamis

Scott'sgirlfriendifnothisbootycall.

Madam:"BABY!!"Sheissofuckenloud.Shewentto

kissScottalloverhisface.

Her:"oohhelloguys"wenodded.ShekissedScott.

AndScottbeingScott.hegrabbedherassandshe

releasedamoan.

Snakes:"I'mnotabouttowatchpornlivelet'sgo

guys"weallstoodup.Iplacedmyplateontopof

thecoffeetable.WewenttoourblackCaddy.Iwas



theonedriving.Wewenttoarestaurant/pubin

town.Weatewilldrinkingandchatting.

Me:"bro'sIwillbebackIneedtheloo"

Cage:"pleasecomebackwithtissuesorwipes"I

nodded.Iwaswalkinglookingatmybracelet.Than

Ibumpedintosomeone.

Me:"i'mso..Ayamthanda"Iwidenedmyeyes.She

lookedaround.

Her:"areyoutalkingtome"shehadadifferentvoice

fromAya's.Shewalkedpastlikenothinghappened.

Iwasconfusednow.CoulditbeAyaoramIjust

imaginingthings.ThemomentsIspentwithAyaall

camebackandIstartedtomissherevenmore.

.

.
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(2yearslater)

AyamthandaNzungu

It'sbeenfucken2yearssinceIlastspoketo

Siyamthanda.Andican'tkeepcryingmyselfto

sleepeverytimehechoosestodisappearonme.I

havealotofthingstodealwith.mylifedoesn't

revolvearoundhimafterall.Ievenstoppedcaring

abouthimhisangrownassmanafterall.Istilllove

himthoughIdon'tthinkthatIwilleverstoploving

himthefeelingsarejusttostrong.Manypeople

havetriedaskingmeoutbutIjustturnthemdown

allthetimeIcan'tbringmyselftoloveanother

personthewayIlovehim.Thatpersonwilljustbea

reboundtome.AndIjustcan'tbringmyselftodo

thattoanotherhumanbeingsoIwilljustbea

singleparent.Speakingofbeingaparent.Owam(I

callhimlikethatsincehismineheisnotours)isa

healthybabyandheisturning2yearsoldthisyear.

Heis1year1monthnow.Imadeabigbirthday

partyforhim.Youshouldhaveseenhowhappyhe

was.Thesmileonhisfacewithhis2teethwasso

priceless.Heisbecomingnaughtynowsincehe



cancrawlandtakeafewsteps.Hisfirstwordsis

'mama'IswearIcriedthatday.Enoughaboutmy

babynow.WellschoolisschoolIliveinmyflat

permanentlynow.Ihaveababytotakecareofand

Ican'tstayatreswithhim.It'sagainsttherules.

ThankGodIusedtosavemoney.Iusemysavings

formytransportation.Itakemybabytoadaycare

neartheflatwhichis1blockfrommyflat.Istill

workthough.Don'taskmehowIjugglebeinga

mother,gotoschoolandworkbutI'mastrong

womanImakeithappen.Ialwaysgettiredatthe

endofthedaybutthereisnothingIcandoIhaveto

makeitinlifethroughmyUPSandDOWNS.Lucky

formeit'sJanuarynowandtheschoolsareclosed

bonusit'smydayoffaswell.ThatmeansIwillbe

spendingtimewithmybaby.ThisyearisMylast

yearandIwillbedonewithmydegree.YeyI'mso

happythatIwillfinallybeandActuary.I'M

graduatingthisyear.StudyingActuarialscience

ain'tajokeyouhavetoknowyourbusinesswhen

youstudyingit.WhenIwaswritingmypapersI

didn'tsleepatnightIstudiedmyassout.Ihadto

workextrahardwhenI'mdoingthesoftwarepartof



theexam.Imanagedtobuyasecondhandlaptop

sothatIcanpracticeextrahard.Letmetellyoua

secretI'mnotgoodwithtechnologythingsbutIam

withMathsandIfindthatprettyawkwardbecause

mostofthepeoplewhoaregoodwithMathsare

alsogoodintechnologybutyeahit'slife.Meand

myfriendsarefine.It'sofficiallythatLeJoyismy

bestfriendnow.Myfriendsarethebestpeopleever

wesupporteachotherineverything.Ilovethemso

much.IdecidethatIwilltakemybabyouttodayI

savedmoneyfortoday.Wewillbegoingtoa

photoshootthangotoCarnivalMallinDalpark.I

wokeupinahappymoodtodayandmybabywas

stillsleeping.Hewasupatmidnightthat'swhy.It

gavemetimetocleanaroundtheflat.Ispring

cleanedmyflatwhilelisteningtomusic.Imade

breakfastformyselfwhenIwasabouttomake

OwamhisbreakfasthewokeupIwanttohimand

changedhisNappyfirst.Iwentwithhimtothe

kitchenIplacedhimontopofthecounterwhile

makinghisporridge.IsatonthebarstoolsthenI

startedfeedinghimwhileeatingmybreakfast.



Him:"mama"

Me:"owam"hepointedatmybeacon.

Me:"semncincibabyforbeaconklk(youstillsmall

babyforbeacon)"hefrownedIquicklygavehimhis

milk.WhenhefrownsIknowforafactthatheis

goingtocryanditwillbeWorldWarIIIIbet.After

weweredoneeatingIplacedtheplatesinthesink.

Me:"let'sgotakeabath"heclappedhishands.He

likesplayinginwater.Itookhimoffthecounter.I

madeabubblebathforus.IstripedhimnakedI

alsostripednaked.Wetookabathanddidour

routine.Weworeourwhitet-shirtsandblackjeans.

IoptionedforblockhillsandImadehimwearhis

takkies.IfinishedmylookwithmyBobweaveand

lipgloss.I'Mnotintomake-up.Itookhisbabybag.I

alreadyrequestedforanUber.Thedaywentas

plannedIaskedthephotographertomakeabig

portraitofourpicturesIalsosenthimmyother

pictureswithChumani.HesaidIshouldcomeand

pickituponMondayandit'sFridaytoday.Ialso

askedhimtomakeitblackandwhite.Whenwe

wereonourwaybackhomeIgotacallfroman



unknownnumberIignoreditatfirstbutitcalled

againandIanswered

Me:"Ayamthandaspeakinghello"Iwentquiet

Chumani:"mama"

Me:"mhh(Igavehimquestioningeye's)lookidon't

havetoplay.Ihavebetterthingstodothanthis

childishgameofyours"Iclickedmytonguethan

disconnectedthecall.Iwonderwhocalledme.

.

.
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SiyamthandaPlaatjies

It'sbeen2yearsanditfeelslike10yearsawhole

decadeoftraining.I'mmorebuffnow.Iamgoodin

thesegangsterthingsagain.I'mbetterthanmy

crewmembersasalways.I'mbackinSAnowwith



allmycrewmembersihavebeenhereforamonth

now.IleaveinLochnerhoflocatedincapeTown.

ButweareplanningtoleaveCapeTown.Wedon't

findtheplaceinterestinganymore.Wewillbegoing

toJohannesburg.SpeakingaboutJohannesburgI

haven'tspokentoAyamthandaforalongasstime

andithurtsmethatitlookslikeIhaveneglectedher.

everydayIsleepwonderingifsheisokaywhere

eversheis.Iwillmakesurethatsheisthefirst

personIgotowhenwearethatside.Weareleaving

today.I'Mstillwonderingwhothatgirlisthatlooked

likeAyamthanda.IlastsawthatdayandInever

paidmuchattentiontoher.Iwasdonepackingmy

bagsreadytogotoJohannesburgwearehavinga

roadtripmeandmyboyswedecidednottotakea

flightjustbondasfriendsandhaveagreattime.

Theyallcametomyhouse.

Me:"Guyslet'sgo.Johannesburgisfar"

Cage:"whereisthecoolerbox?"

Snakes:"hereitis"itwasfullofbeersandallthat

shitandCageaddedmorebeers.Trustmyguysin

gettingdrunkandwenevergetintoanaccident



whenwedrinkinganddrivingthat'showgoodwe

areindriving.

Me:"Ijustcan'twaittoseemygirlfriend"they

chuckled

TT:"sothisgirlfriendissueofyoursisserious?"

Me:"Idon'twanttoevenbetwithyoucauseyouwill

bebrokebro"

Mamber:"wewillseewhenwegetthere"

Tailor:"let'sgo"wearegoingtousemyNavyCaddy.

Cage:"I'mdrivingfirst"hesnatchedthekeyfromme.

Ijustchuckled.Weplacedourbagsatthebackand

thanwetookoff.Wewerelisteningtomusicwhile

drinkingIwashavingagreattime.

Me:"majita.Ineedtotalktoherorjusthearher

voicethat'sall"

Mamber:"doyouknowhercellphonenumber"Ijust

smiled

Them:"dawgyouwhipped"Ijusttookmyphoneand

calledher.



Her:"Ayamthandaspeakinghello"Ikeptquiet

:"Mama"

Her:"mhh.Lookidon'thavetimetoplay.Ihave

betterthingstodothanthischildishgameofyours"

sheclickedhertonguethandisconnectedthecall.

TheguyslookedatmeasIwasstilldigestingwhat

justhappenedshehasakid!!Iwenttosobermode

inasecond.

Them:"what!!"

Me:"bro'sshehasakid"theylaughed.

Me:"thisisnotfunnyatallmarnnina(you'll)"

Tailor:"let'scheckwhothemotherfuckeris."They

werestilllaughing

Cage:"yeahlet'sstalkheronsocialmedia"

TT:"let'screateafakeaccount"mambercreatedthe

account.Iwasjustquietthiswholetime.

Snakes:"browhat'shername"Ikeptquiet.

Them:"Silencer!!"

Me:"mhh"Igavethemquestioningeye's.



TT:"theyarestillsmalleventhoughyouwidened

them"theylaughedandIgavehimadeadstare.

Snakes:"what'shername?"

Me:"Ayamthanda.YeahAyamthandaNzungu"

mambertypedthatin.Hecursed.

Him:"fuckbrosheissofuckenhotdoesshehavea

sisterorsomething?"HewaslookingatAya's

picture.Theyalltookthecellphonefromhimand

cursed.

TT:"guyslookattheboysheistakingpictureswith

helookslikeSiyahealsohassmalleye'sjustlike

him"Itookthephonequickly.Ilookedattheboy

andindeedhelookedlikeme.Iwenttoherold

picturesandsawthattheboywasborn2yearsago.

Me:"sheNamedhimChumaniOwethuPlaatjies.

Sheusedmysurnamedawg."Itearfalloutofmy

eye.

TT:"broyouevencrying"Ishowedhimafuckyou

sign.Isavedthepicturesandsendthemtomy

cellphone.Imadeonemywallpaper.Iwasso

happythatI'mfinallygoingtobeafamilyman.



PhoffIamafamilymanalready.Ihadagreattime

withthecrewgoingtoJohannesburgIamsohappy.

.

.

Notedited

Insert16

.

.

Ayamthanda

Chumanihasbeencryingthewholenight.Hewas

hot.Histemperaturewasonanotherlevel.Itookoff

hisclothesplacedawarmtowelonhisforehead.

Thatalsodidn'thelp.Iwasworriedaboutmybabyi

don'tevenhaveacartotakehimtothehospitalto

checkwhat'swrongwithhim.Iwasworriedtothe

pointwhereievencried.Iwokeupearlytodayso

thaticantakehimtothedoctor.Wedidourdaily

routine.Itookhisbabybagtothekitchenwithhim

onmybackiplacedhimontopofthecounter.I

madehisporridgequicklybutimadeitlittlethis



time.Wheniwasfeedinghimhevomitedonmy

blouseandonhimself.

Me:"Chumanimarnjongalentoyenzileyo(lookwhat

youhavedone)"hefrownedandiclickedmytongue

Him:"mama"thanhecried.Itookoffhisclothesand

myblouse.Iwenttothebedroomwithhiminmy

hands.Iplacedhimontopofthebed.Ithrewthe

clothesinwashingbasket.Iworemyblackrelay

golft-shirt.ItookoutawhiteT-shirtandShortsfor

Chumani.Wheniwasdonedressinghim.TheUber

wasalreadyhere.Iwenttoit.Ittookmestraightto

thehospital.Iwasinthewaitingroomnearthe

receptionistwhenaguycomeinbleedinghewasall

buffandshit.Thenursestookhimfromhisfriends.

Hiscellphonefalloutofhispocket.Iknewthatit

washisfriendsbecausetheirt-shirtswerefullof

bloodipickedupthephoneandwenttothem.I

pattedoneonhisshoulder.Theyalllookedatme

liketheyareseeingaghost.

Me:"hereit'stheguycellphonethatcameinhereit

falloutofhispocket"theywerealllookingatme

likeI'mcrazy



:"ChumaniPlaatjies"igavethemthecellphoneand

wenttothedoctor.Wewenttoheroffice.Shedid

herthingsandtoldmethatChumanihasteeth

comingonitsway.shegavememedicineforhim

andIwentbacktotheflat.Istillhavetogotowork

soilefthimathisnannywholivesonthe8thfloor.

.

.

.

Unknown

Istillrememberthefirstdayimetheratthe

hospital.Iwashergynecologist.Shegavebirthtoo

2kidsthroughC-section.Herhusbandwasso

happybuticouldseeporvertywrittenallovertheir

faces.Andicouldn'tstandthatabeautifulwoman

likeherwaslivinginporverty.Thehusbandthought

sheonlygavebirthto1childbuttheyweretwins.I

gavethehusband1child.Shethangavebirthto

anotherchildbutIhidit.Shethanwent

unconscious.Iinjectedhersothatshecanbeas

coldasice.Everyoneboughtthestorythatsheis



dead.atnightitookhertomylabinmyhousewith

herkid.Imadeherrightagain.Whenshewokei

toldherthatherhusbandtookherotherkidand

saidit'soverbetweenthemandshecankeepthe

secondkidhedoesn'twantit.Atfirstshedidn't

believemeshewouldcryherselftosleepatnight

but2yearslater.Shegaveinandagreedtobemy

wifeandherchildusedmysurname.Lateronshe

becomeinlovewithmeandibecameobsessed

abouther.Everytimesomewouldlookatherina

differentwayiwouldbeatherandwhenshetalksto

anothermaniwouldbeatherupandgiveherrough

sex.Herwombbecamedamagedatsomepoint.5

yearsagoshewantedtogoandlookforherother

childandthehusband.Istartedbeatherupandtold

herthatsheisnotgoingtoleavemetogoandlook

foranybody.Soidecidedthatweshouldgostayin

anothercountrywithherspoilbratchild.She

doesn'tevenseethethingsidotohermothersheis

justuseless.ButnowI'mplanningongoingbackto

SAsinceitseemslikeshegotthemessage.Noone

messeswithmeandimeannoone.Onceyour

mineyourmineforever.



.

.

Notedited

Insert17

.

.

TT

MynameisThapeloVice.I'mturning32yearsold

thisyear.IwasborninLimpopobutmyparentsare

bothXhosa's.Ihaveanoldersister.Iranawayfrom

homewithSilencer.WewenttocapeTownforthe

gangstershit.Wehavebeenfriendssincecreche.

You'llknowwhathappenedsoiwon'tbewasting

mytimetellingyouguys.Sowearrivedin

Johannesburg.Wealreadybookedaguesthouse.

WewereonourwaytoitwhenCagesaidishould

stopweweredrivingonthefreeway.Iwastheone

drivingnow.

Me:"whyshouldistop?"Isaidstoppingthecar

Cage:"lookoverthere"hesaidpointingatacar



comingourway.Butitwasstillfar.

Snakes:"that'sthemoneycardawg"cagenodded.

Mamber:"areyouguysthinkingwhatI'mthinking"

hesaidwithasmirkonhisface.Weallchuckled.

Us:"moneyheist!"Wewentoutthecartookoutthe

bigsuitcasethathasourtools.Cagetookouta

sharpchainthatwillSpikethecarswheels.I

draggeditwithmyfeettotheothersideoftheroad

sothattheydon'tseethechain.Imadeitseemlike

I'mgoingtopee.Thanwentbacktothecar.we

loadedourguns.Thecarcameandit'sTyresBurst

asplanned.Wequicklyrantoitthanshooting

startedweshotalloftheguysinthatvan.Wewent

toopenthedoorthewas1guardtherehewas

abouttoshootmewhenSilencerjumpedinfrontof

me.Hewasshotonhisshoulder.Ishottheguard

Left

Silencer:"takethemoneyandlet'sgo"hewasin

painandhewaslosingalotofblood.Irantoohim

andpickedhimup.

Me:"guystakethemoneyiwilltakesiyatothecar"i



carriedhimtheretheguyscamebackwithbagsfull

ofmoney.Werushedtothehospital.Whenwegot

therehewasalreadyout.Wealltookhiminside.

Thenursestookhimwewenttothereceptionistto

openafileforhim.Someonepattedmyshoulder

weallturnedaroundtobemetbyAyamthanda

herself.

Her:"hereit'stheguycellphonethatcameinhereit

falloutofhispocket"wecouldn'tutterwords.

:"ChumaniPlaatjies"andthanitwasconfirmeditis

her.Shegavemethecellphoneandwenttothe

doctor.

Tailor:"sheismorebeautifulnowthatIsawherface

toface"

Us:"bro"

Mamber:"nomarnguysSilencerreallyscoredthere

sheevenhasanassfordays"

Us:"bro"wewerealldaydreamingabouther.We

wereboughtbacktorealitybyanurse.

Nurse:"areguyswithSiyamthandaPlaatjies"we



nodded

Her:"pleasefollowmehisawake"wefollowedher

whenwegotthereSiyawasfightingwiththenurse.

Me:"Relaxbro"helookedatus

Him:"khanixeleleniezinursendirytumna(tell

thesenursesthatI'mfine)"wellSiyataughtus

isixhosaanditwasfastforustolearnitcozwe

usedtospeakisixhosa.

Cage:"ladiesyoucanbeexcusedwewilltalkwith

thegentlemanoverhere"theynoddedandwalked

out.

Snakes:"guesswhowesaw"hesaidexcitedly.

Siya:"God"herolledhiseyes

Us:"nosheisevenbetterwesawtheoneandonly

Ayamthanda"hegotoffthebedasquickas

lightning.

Cage:"pholabrouyaphi(calmdownbrowhereare

yougoing)"

Siya:"suringulwathawenaaphandiyakwecherry

yam(don'ttalkshithereI'mgoingtomygirlfriend)"



Cage:"bonusshewaswalkingwiththeoneandonly

Chumani"

Mamber:"helookedsickthough"

Siya:"ndahambaumnamajitabaphi(I'mgoingbro's

wherearethey?)"

Snakes:"haihaihaiawunancosiwena(nonono

youdon'thaveakid)"

Siya:"nagulaaniybonilalaitiyafananam(youmad

can'tyouseethattheboylookslikeme)"

Tailor:"youraspermdonorbro"welaughed

Siya:"niphume(getout)"

Us:"zizalelowakhhhho(givebirthtoyourown

child)"wesaidthatinagirlsvoiceandwelaughed.

.

.

Notedited

Apeakinthefuture



Him:"bringayamthandaforme"theytookme

roughlytohim.Hemademetouchthegunheuses.

Andplaceditinanevidenceplastic.

Him:"ifidisappearthanthiswillgostraighttothe

police.Imaginehowmanypeopleikilledusingthis

gun"helaughed.Mymotherwascryingallthistime.

Insert18

.

.

Siyamthanda

IgotdischargedfromthehospitalI'mjustwaiting

formyfriendstocomeandfetchme.Idon'teven

knowwhyiaskedthosemotherfuckerstocome

andfetchme.Iknowforafactthattheywillcome

attheirowntimehere.AndI'mrightit'sbeen2

hoursandtheyhaven'tshowedupyet.Iwilljust

requestedforanUber.IknowtheGuesthousewe

willbestayinginforawhiletillwefinished

renovatingourhouses.IwillbestayingwithAyaI

don'tcareaboutthosevatensitshit.AslongasI

havemywifeandchildnexttome.Iwillmakesure



thatIgetAyabacknowmatterwhatthe

circumstancesare.Job?WellIforgottotellyou

guysIfinishedmydegreeinRussia.I'maqualified

Charteredaccountantnow.Igotajobinsome

companyandIwillstartworkingtherenextmonth.

ButIwon'tbeanemployeeforeverIwanttobemy

selvesboss.MyphonebeepedtellingmetheUber

isoutside.Iwantoutofmywardandwenttothe

Uber.Ihavealreadysignedthedischargepapers.

TheUbertookmetotheGuesthouseinSandton.I

paid.Isomehowhadmywalletwithme.The

securityopenedthegateforme.WhenIgotinthe

housetheguyswereplayingFIFA.Theydidn'teven

hearmegettingin.Ishockmyhead.Iwentupstairs

woreabalaclavachangedmyclothestookmyAK-

47gunandwentdownstairs.Icrackedmygunthey

alllookedbackatme.Youshouldhaveseenhow

scaredtheywere.

Me:"holakuphaniMalindayaziininiabarobe

lamottoizolo(heytakeoutthemoneyIknowyou

guysaretheonesthatstoleityesterday)"ichanged

myvoice



Cage:"taGodndayaziiumnanaweasibonani

nagalisoelinye(godIknowyouandIdon'tseeeach

othereyetoeye)butpleaseprotectusnow"hesaid

thatclosinghiseyes.

Mamber:"haimarnv'tsekwena(nomanv'tsek)can't

youseethatthismotherfuckerisrobbingus"

Me:"Idon'thavethewholeday"

TT:"okayokaylookwedon'thavethemoneybyus

nowSilencerhasthemoneyyoucangotohimif

youhaveadeathwish"theyallagreedwithhim.

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforthesechildishgames

yourstakeoutthemoney"

Tailor:"aamarntazkuphanimali(nomanguystake

outthemoney)I'mstillyoungtodie"

TT:"me'stoo"

Mamber:"me'sthree"

Snakes:"me'sfour"

Cage:"me'sfive"Icrackedthegun

TT:"okayokaywewilltakeitoutjustdon'tshootus



westillneedtorepentandbegood"

Cage:"taGodIpromiseI'llgotochurchI'llstartby

goingtoSundayschoolsinceIusedtoskipthem"

theyallagreedwithhim.Icouldn'tholditanymoreI

justburstedintolaugher.Itookoffthebalaclava.

SnakesthrewaknifetowardsmeIduckeditandit

hitthewall.Icontinuedlaughing.

Me:"shouldhaveseenyourfaces"

Tailor:"besekselekancanenjeukuthingizicamele

besekselekancanenje(Iwassocloseinpeeingon

myself)"hesang.Wealllaughedathim.MxmI

havethebestbro'sever.

Me:"that'swhatyougetformakingmewaitatthe

hospitalfor5hours"Iexaggerated.

Snakes:"haitahaitasuxokav'tsek(nomannoman

don'tliev'tsek)it'sbeen2hours"

Theothers:"njayaphilenaweuyaxelaSbanxa

(weredoesthisdogbelong.Youaretellinghim

stupid)"Ilaughed.

Me:"let'splay"weplayedFIFAwillsingingamagwijo



andIwasthesingingwithMambertheotherswere

justfollowing.Tailorcamewithpopcornsand

drinks.WekeptonsingingIwashavingagreattime.

WhenIwasstillonthehighnotesinging"wemama

ngivumelendifunugoduka"someoneknockedat

thedoor.Weignoredthatpersonhopingtheywillgo

awaybuttheknockbecameloud.TTwenttoopen.

Hecamebackwiththesecurity.

Security:"afternoongentleman"wenodded"your

neighborsarecomplainingsayingthatyourmaking

anoisesocanyoupleasekeepitdownbeforethey

callthepolice"wenoddedthanhewentout.

Mamber:"fuckenmoodspoiler"weallclickedour

tongues.

Cage:"let'sgosomewhereelse"

Snakes:"siyephi(wereshouldwego)"

Cage:"andiyazinam(Ialsodon'tknow)"

Tailor:"let'spaySiyamthanda'sgirlfriendavisit"

Me:"asozeklknobasewunxileleasozeundibize

ngenumberplate(youwillneverevenifyourdrank



youwillnevercallmebymyfullname)"they

laughed.Mamberranupstairsandcamebackwith

hislaptop.

Mamber:"numberyakhe(hercellphonenumber)"I

gaveittohim.Hetrackedherdown.

Mamber:"let'sgoIfoundherplace"weallwentout

leavingtheplacemessy.Wewenttoherplaceand

sheisstayinginaflatwewenttoherflat.We

knockedonthedoornoresponse.

Me:"areyousurethisistherightlocationbro"

Tailor:"callherman"Icalledherandweheardher

phoneringingbutshedidn'tanswer.

Cage:"lookslikeshedoesn'twanttoseeustoday

butwewillonedaythat'sapromise"welaughed.I

startedsinging"ngizohlalandikuthandasthandwa

Sam"(gwijo)andmybro'ssangalong.Wethanleft

onourwayhomewesawastadiumfulloffpeople.

Mamberdroveinwewenttojointhepeoplethat

weresinging.

Me:"guyswoahklktheking'sareherenowyouwell

allfollowafterourlead"everyonewasgivingus



theirattentionnow.

TT:"funeketyebengomaxaniculaibityileleyenu

(whenyousingyoumustsingwitheffortnotwhat

youdoingnow)

Us:"sanusjongaingathisinityalaamasendeklk

(Don'tlookatuslikeweoweyou'llballs)"everyone

laughed.Westartedsinging"wemamangivumele

ndifunugoduka".Andeveryonewassinging.We

reallydidbringavibetherecausepeoplewere

enjoyingthemselves.Someoneevengaveusa

bottleofHennessy.

.

.

Notedited

Insert19

.

.

Ayamthanda

Iknockedoffearlytoday.Itookmychildbefore



goingtotheflat.IwassleepingwhenIheardpeople

knocking.Iwenttopeakatthewindowonlytobe

metbytheguysIsawatthehospitalwith

Siyamthanda.Andthatexplainsitwhytheywere

lookatmeinaweirdway.Ijustcouldn'tbring

myselftoopenthedoorIwasn'treadytofaceSiya.

theywerealsodrunkIcouldseeIntheireyes.They

sangbeautifully.Ismiledandsharedatearatthat

moment.Andlookedatmynecklace.YeahIstill

haveit.Ikeepmypromises.Theywentawayand

ChumaniwokeupwhenIwasabouttohaveacan

offlyingfish.BEERALLTHEWAYINTIMESOF

BEINGRICHORPOOR.Itookhim.

Him:"mama"

Me:"Owam"hethanplayedwithmynecklace.He

wasabouttopullitwhenIquicklypulleditaway

fromhim.

Me:"youranaughtyboyman"hefrowned.Ijust

rolledmyeyes

Me:"sorrykesthandwaSam(mylove)"Iwenttothe

loungewithhim.Iswitchedoncartoonsforhim.I



placedhimonthecouchthanwanttothekitchento

makehimfood.Itookoutabananaandyogurtand

mixedthemtogether.Itookoutmeatoutformyself.

Iamgoingtocookitforsupper.ItookChumani's

foodtothelounge.

Me:"comebaby.Youmusteatyourfoodnow."I

tookhimandplacedhimonmylapthanfedhim.I

gavehimhisdrink.Andhedrankitwillwatching

cartoons.Istartedpreparingdinnerformyself

nothingfancy.Justmeatandpotatoechips.I

mashedthechipsforChumani.IfedhimfirstthanI

atemyfoodwithacanofbeer.Chumanifallasleep

onthecouchItookhimtotheroomIchangedhis

clothesanddressedhimupinhisPJs.Iplacedhim

neatlyonhiscot.Itookmycellphone.Iwashedthe

dishesthanwenttowatchtheTV.OrshouldIsay

thetvwaswatchingmecauseIwasfocusedonmy

cellphone.IcameacrossavideoofSiyaandhis

friendssingingatthestadiumithadmanylikesand

views.Idecidedtowatchit.Siyawastheone

singing.Thesongwentlike"funintombi

engthandayoengazodlalangamfunintombi



engthandayoengazodlalangam.Babyplease

forgivemecelauxolo.Ayapleaseforgivemecela

uxolo".Thevideoactuallytouchedmyheart.

Especiallytheonethathewassinging"ngifuna

wenamybaby"heevencriedinthatone.Alcohol

doeswonders.Andgirlswerealloverthem.Igot

jealous.ImeansiyaismineeventhoughI'mgoing

togivehimahardtime.Toseeifheisserious

aboutme.Iwatchedthevideoforthe7thtimethan

Iwanttosleep.Forthefirsttimein2yearsIslept

peacefulmyheartwasrelieved.EvenChumani

wokeuponce.IwokeupearlytodayIjustwantto

cleanaroundtheflat.Iwalkedtotheen-suitand

brushedmyteeth.Iswitchedonmusicstared

cleaningaroundwhiledancing.Iwasinagood

moodIhaveafeelingthattodayisgoingtobethe

bestdayever.WhenIwasdoneImadeafull

Englishbreakfastformyselfandplaceditinthe

microwave.ImadeChumani'sNestleporridge.I

wentbacktotheroomtocheckwhatheisdoing

andhewasjustsuckinghisthumblookingatthe

ceiling.Iranformyphoneandtookapictureofhim.

Iuploadedmyprofilepictures.Iplacedmy



cellphoneonthebedthantookChumaniwewentto

thekitchen.Ifedhimhisporridge,wipedhismouth

hewaspoutingallthistime.Igavehimapeckon

hislips.

Him:"mama"hepoutedagainIpeckedhislipsagain

Him:"mama"hepoutedagain

Me:"haiv'tsekyabanxangoku(no,yourfoolingme

now)"Isaidthatticklinghim.Hewasgigglinghis

lungsout.Hisgigglesarethebest.Itookhimoff

thekitchencounter.madeabubblebathforus.we

tookabathtogether.Welotioned,woreourwhitet-

shirtsminewasanoversizedt-shirt.Weworeour

shorts.Icombedhisfluffyhair.Iworemywigthat

is15inchlong.Iappliedmylipgloss.Ipackedmy

thingsinhisBabybagwearegoingtothemall

today.Ineedtobuygroceries.Iquicklyworemy

sandlesandIalsomadeChumaniwearhis.Itook

thebagandchumaniwhowasplayingwithmy

phone.WewenttotheloungeIplacedhimthere

andIatemybreakfast.WhenIwasabouttotake

mylastbitemyphonebeepedtellingmetheUber

hasarrived.Eatthefoodleftandplacedtheplatein



thesink.ItookChumaniwiththebag.Ilockedthe

doorthanwentouttotheUber.Ittookustothemall.

Wefirstwenttopicknpay.Chumaniwanted

everythinghecouldgethishandson.Ipaidthan

wenttowoolies.Chumaniwastryingtofreehimself

frommebutIheldhimtightly.Hefrownedandhe

wasgoingtomakeonehellofanoisesoletgoof

him.

Me:"Don'tgoanywherejuststandthere"Iwas

lookingformyfavoriteicecreamhere.Ifoundit

andplaceditinthebasketIhad.Ilookeddownfor

ChumaniandIcouldn'tseehimIlookedaroundand

Isawhimcrawling

Me:"Chumanimarn"doyouthinkhelistenedtome.

Hejustkeptoncrawling.Ifollowedhimhetookhis

leftSanaowammthana(mychild).Iquicklyranto

himwhenIgottohimhewastryingtogetupusing

someone'sleg.Thatpersonpickedhimup.Ilooked

uponlytobemetbytheoneandonlySiyamthanda

PlaatjieshewaswalkingwithhisfriendsthatIsaw

atthehospital.Hewasstillwearinghisbracelet.

Hisfriendswhistled.



Them:"goals"wewerewearingwhitet-shirts.

Siya:"nitshobanozelandizozanebednilale(sayso

ifyouwanttosleepIwillcomewithabedandyou

willsleep)"

Them:"ifsizolalanayethanungazanayo(ifweare

goingtosleepwithherthanyoucancomewithit)"I

chuckled

Siya:"niyanya(youtalkingshit)"

Guy¹:"canyoupleasehookmeupwithsomeoneas

beautifulasyou"theywerealldaydreaminglike

lasttime.Ichuckledagain.Siyawasadmiringhis

son.

Me:"Chumanimasambewena(Chumanilet'sgo)"

Siya:"soyournotgoingtotalktome"Ilookedathim

foralongtime

Siya:"okfineIadmitIwaswrongforleavingyouto

raiseOwamaloneandforleavingyou"woahwait

healsoknowshissecondname.

Me:"youdidn'teventrytocontactme"Iwasalready

intears.Oneofhisfriendsquicklyrantomeand



kneeledhetookoutatissueandgaveittome.

Him:"nyembezizecherryaziwelipantsi(girlstears

don'tfalldone)"Igiggledandwipedmytears.His

otherfriendspulledhimawayfrommeandthey

wereswearingathim.Ijustlaughedcozitlooked

reallyfunny.

Him:"whatcanIdoforyoutoforgiveme"

Me:"blackRosesandacar"don'taskhowtheblack

RosesideacamefrombutIwanttoseeifheis

seriousaboutmeornot.Iwanttoseeifhewillgo

onextramilesjusttobewithme.Andthecarpart

justcameoutofmymouthbutIreallydoneedacar.

Them:"blackRoses"Iwinked.ThantookChumani

Fromhim.

.

.

Siyamthanda

Afteragreatnightwehadlastnightwiththeguys.

Wewentbacktotheguesthouseandslept.Wewere

onanotherlevelofdrunk.Somegirlswantedtogo



homewithus.Wejustleftthemthere.Wokeup

earlyinthemorningwithabangingheadache.I

brushedmyteeth,tookacoldshower.Ilotioned

andworemywhiteplaint-shirt,uzziblackjeans

finisheditoffwithmytekkie.Iwentdownstairsand

mybro'swerealreadyupdrinkingamixturethatwe

usuallydrinkwhenwehavehangover.Itookaglass

andpouredsomeforme.

TT:"Ireallyhadagreattimeyesterday"

Us:"bro"

Snakes:"thosegirlswerealloverus"

Us:"bro"welaughed.Mamberwasonhislaptop.

Mamber:"Ayaisgoingtothemallnow"hesaid

focusedonlaptop.Wewenttohimandshewas

indeedgoingtothemall.Tailortookthecarkeyson

topofthekitchencounterandranout.Theother

guysalsofollowedhim.Ichuckledandwentouttoo.

Igottothecar.

Me:"whyyouallrushingasifsheisyourgirlfriend"

theywidenedtheyeyesandheldtheirchests.They

aresodramaticIrolledmyeyes.



Them:"sheisbro"Ichuckled.Tailordroveoff.We

gottothemallandmambertoldussheisat

woolies.Wewentthereandsearchedforherin

everyaisle.Itseemedtobemyluckydaywhen

Chumanicrawledtomeandtriedtostandup.You

allknowtheconversationmocandCagewasthe

onewhogaveherthetissue.

TT:"blackroseshaimabatshiswe(no,theymustbe

burnt)"

Snakes:"sowhatareyougoingtodobro"

Me:"letmetellyousomethingyoucanbewith

someoneatthewrongtime.Thenyoubreakup.Not

becauseyouwantto.butbecauselifeforcesyou

apart.It'snotwrongtogobackwhenyou'remature.

Andfixthingswithyourwomanifshewasagood

personforyou.AndinthiscaseAyaistheright

personformeIwilldowhateverittakestowinher

back."Theyallgavemefistbumps.

Snakes:"guyslet'sgoIhaveaplanabouttheblack

rosespartwewillbuyfoodcoloringorspraycolour

thatisblackandspraycolourtheroses"weall



lookedathimwithasmile

TT:"Wewillgoandbuythecar."HepulledTailor.

Andtheyranout.Ihavethebestbro'sever.

.

.
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Ayamthanda.

Iwentbacktomyflat.AndwhenIgotthemy

friendswereatmydoorstepexceptforRetha.His

properlyathisBeautySalonorathisboyfriends

place.Igottomyfriends

Me:"xanibonabaakhomtutheniningagoduki

(whenyouseethatthereisnoonewhydon'tyougo

home?)"

Zimi:"don'tshitwithuswenasizekubabyboy(we

comehereforbabyboy)"Ichuckledandgaveher



Chumani'sbag.

Me:"openthesidezipandtakeoutthekeys"she

tookthemoutandopenedthedoor.Theythrew

themselvesonthecouch.IplacedChumaniin

betweenthem.Itooktheplasticbagsandstarted

unpackingthegroceries.Itookoutabottleofwine

andfourglass.Iplacedthemontopofthecoffee

table

Lejoy:"nowyoutalkingourlanguage"Ilaughedand

wentbacktothekitchentotakeChumani'spurity

andhisdrink.Iwantbacktothelounge.took

ChumanifromYola.

Her:"siesunomonakewenandakwazi(Iknowyour

jealous)"shesaidlaughingandIjoinedin.

Zimi:"didyouguysseethattheoneandonly

SiyamthandaPlaatjiesisback"

Lejoy:"didyouseetheirvideoatstadiumyesterday"

Yola:"chomiieIwasthereiwasstillhavingagreat

timewhenPhapama-hermother-decidedtocallme.

WhenIgothomeandwatchedtheothervideosI

wantedtocry.YouguessknowhowmuchIlove



beinginthatkindofvibe"

LejoyandZimi:"bitchwhydidn'tyoutellusthatyou

weregoingthere"

Yola:"IdidandyouguysbluetickedmewhenItold

you'llweshouldgoandwatchthematch"we

laughedcozwedidbluetickhereitherwayIwasn't

goingtogo.Ihaveachild.

Yola:"andhekeptsingingaboutthisAyagirl"I

smiledandchuckled.Zimilookedatme.

Zimi:"washesingingaboutyou?"Theyallshifted

theirattentiontome.Ijustsmiledlikeamadperson.

Them:"BITCH!!"Ilaughed

Lejoy:"Sfebeinfactyoudidn'teventellus"Ilaughed

Zimi:"kaycophisecc(telluswhathappened)"Iwas

abouttoanswerthemwhensomeonestarted

singingoutside.Notatmydoormorelikeatthe

parkinglot.

Them:"yuuhIwonderbaniloculelwayomasambenii

(Iwonderwhosebeingsangfor,let'sgo)"we

laughedattheirsilliness.LeJoytookChumanifrom



me.Itooktheleftpuritytothekitchenastheywere

gettingout.WellIleaveonthe3rdfloorandwhen

youstandoutsideatmyflatyoucanseeeverything

atthebottom.

Them:"Ayamthanda!!"

Me:"haiyintoniinandibizangathindinityalimali

rhaa(no,whyareyoucallingmelikeIoweyou

money)"

Them:"comeandseebitch/sfebe/hoe"Ilaughed,

leftwhatIwasdoingandwantoutside.Ilookat

theirdirectionandIsawSiyasinging'herheartby

AnthonyHamilton'hewasstandingnexttoacar

coveredwithagreyclothandaredribbon.Hewas

holdingblackrosesasrequested.Icried.His

friendswerestandingnexttohim.Myfriendswere

takingavideoifnotbeingliveonInstagram.Iranto

him.Myfriendswererunningbehindme.LeJoy

wasatthebacksinceshewasholdingChumani.I

jumpedontopofhimandheheldme.Hehanded

therosesovertooneofhisfriendsthanhehugged

metightly.Hisfriendgaveusabottleof

champagne.Siyaopenedthebottle.



Allofus:"WOAH!!!"Chumanigiggledandclapped

hishandsandwelaughedathim.

Me:"youstillhavetoexplainyourselftoughandthis

timeIwa..."

Theguys:"oohnkosiyam(ohmyGod)"theyplaced

theirhandsontheirheads.Welaughed

Me:"I'mjustjokingnowcaniseethecaryougotfor

me"

2ofhisfriends:"youme.."siyagavethemadead

stareandtheykeptquiet.Ilaughedtakingthecloth

ofandtheyboughtmearedrangeRoverI

screamedjumpingupanddown.Iwasoverthe

moon.Happywasanunderstatementatthis

moment.

.

.

.

Siyamthanda

Weboughteverythingweneedandcoloursprayed

therosesblack.TTandTailorcamebackwiththe



car.Wenttoherflat.Wealreadycoveredthecar

Me:"yoohsizombizanjanikengoku(howaregoing

tocallher)"theylookedatmelikeI'mcrazy.

Me:"what?"Isaidlaughing

Them:"who'swe?"

Snakes:"useyourtalentbroandstoptalkingshit

here"Ifrownedandtheylaughed

Them:"culamarnwenayekunyaaba(justsingand

stopshitting)"Ichuckled.Youknowwhathappened

moc.Iwassohappythatshewashappy.Seeing

hersmileagainmademyheartjumpinjoy.Weall

wenttoherflat.ItookChumanifromherfriend

whenwegottoherflat.

Her:"kudallawanjekewenakwasehighschool(you

havealwaysbeenlikethissincehighschool)"we

andmybro'slookedatherwithquestioningeye's.

Her:"youguysdon'trememberme"wewereallstill

lookingather

TT:"asoze,neverndithiasozeibenguwelorha

(never,neverIsaynever.Itcan'tbeyou)"



Tailor:"isshewhoIthinksheis"welookedatherfor

thelasttime.

Meandmybro's:"Lethabo!!"

Her:"intheflesh"

Aya:"howdoyouguysknoweachother"

Me:"longstorybaby"

Cage:"buttocutitshortsh.."

Lethabo:"ndakubethaLuvuyosundiqela(Iwillbeat

youupLuvuyoshutup)"

TT:"let'sratherleaveitbro'ssheisallgrownup

now"

Aya;"Istillwanttoknowthough"

Me:"Iwilltellyoubabydon'tworry"

Theothergirls:"nathisifunuyazitchinii(wealso

wanttoknow)"

Tailor:"Iwilltellyouguyssoyouseeletha..."

Lethabo:"aa(no)neLuvolwethu"

TT:"youstillrememberournames"



Lethabo:"hehakeThapelo"sherolledhereyes

Snakesandmamber:"youdon'tknowoursdon'tlie"

sherolledhereyesagain.

Her:"Ayakha-snakes-Mxolisi-mamber-hehake"

Mamber:"don'tmakenoisedon'tmakenoisenda

kupayonkeintoumna.(Iwilltellthemeverything)

younowthatIdon'tlikemynamerathercallme

Mamber"Lethabofrowned.

Cage:"ningobaniNinagirls"

Girl¹:"Ziminathi"

Girl²:"Ayola"

Snakes:"ZimiismineIdon'twanttofightwithyou

guys"zimiwasgiggling.Andwejustlaughed.

Cage:"Ayolaismine"hemadehersitontopofher

Tailorandmamber:"asozenobasesinxilileklk

(neverevenifwearedrunk)"

Aya:"wenaThapeloawuzothetha?(Andyou

Thapeloain'tyougoingtotalk)"

Lethabo:"ngubabyTTwena(TTismybaby)"TT



frowned

TT:"suqalapleaseokowandibambisilahlaesgella

andifuninokobona(Don'tstart,eversinceyou

madeafulloutofmeatschoolIdon'twanttoeven

seeyou)"welaughed.Wechilledtherethewhole

dayhavingfunbutIwasn'tpartoftheir

conversationIwasplayingwithmyboy.Lateron

theguysandthegirlswenttotheclubleavingme

withAya.

Her:"ain'tyouhungry"sheaskedMakingChumani's

porridge.

Me:"Iambaby"

Her:"okayIwillmakeyousomethingtoeatafter

feedingchumani"Inodded.Shecamewiththe

porridge.

Her:"Izababy(comebaby)"Chumanididn'twantto

letgoofme

Her:"suchabetrayerstaywithyourfatherthanand

nevercomebacktome"ilaughed

Me:"letmefeedhimbaby"



Her:"mxm"shegavemetheporridgeandIfedmy

boywhileAyawasmakingsomethingtoeatforus.

Hedidn'tgivemeproblems.Chumanifinallyfall

asleepleavingmeandhismotheralone.Iwantto

Aya,Iplantedkissesonhernecksheletoutasoft

moanbeforegivingmefullaccesstoherneck.

Me:"Iseeyoukeptyourpromise"Isaidtouchingher

necklace.

Her:"youalsokeptyours.let'seatfirst"Inodded.We

atewillIwasbusyexplainingmyselfandbeingthe

bestgirlfriendsheis.sheunderstood.Iplacedthe

platesinthesinkthanwenttoher.Ipulledherclose

tomeIkissedherslowlyIwasn'tinarushafterall.

Grabbedherassandliftedherup.Islowlywalked

theguestroomwithherstillinmyarm.Iplacedher

carefullyontopofthebedwithoutbreakingthekiss.

ItookofherclothesthanIunclippedherbraand

tookitoff.Istartedmassaginghernipplesand

playedwiththem.Iwenttothemandsuckedthem

willtakingoffherunderwear.wentdowntoher

castleandkisseditfirstbeforetakingherto

mufftown.Shecuminmymouthandshetastesso



goodasalwaysIwantyoutohermouthsothatshe

cantasteherself.Shehelpedmetakeoffmy

clothes.Irubbedmycockonherclit.AtfirstI

couldn'tgetinandshewasreadytogiveupbutI

didn'tgiveherthetimeofday.Cozit'sbeen2years

sinceIhadsex.Therestwashistory.Totopitoff

wedidhadsomanyroundsIlostcount.Weslept

aftertakingabathtogether.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

IwokebeforeAyadidjusttopreparebreakfastfor

her.IdidmydailyroutinethanworetheclothesI

waswearingyesterday.I'msohappytohaveher

backinmylife.Ijustcan'twaittospendtherestof

mylifewithher.ExcusemeIwantedtosaythem



notforgetChumani.Ijustwanttowifeheralready.

ButIwon'tbeabletopaylobolaandthedamages

forher.Ibetshedoesn'tknowherotherfamily

membersbutIwillaskaboutthemIalsohavetogo

andseemyfather.Ihopehewillacceptmebackso

thatIcanaskhimtohelpmeoutwiththedamages

andthelobolathing.Iwillhavetogotohimthis

afternoonit'sbeen12yearssinceIwentbackhome.

IfinishedmakingthebreakfastbutIwillfirstfeed

Chumanibeforewakingupmywoman.Iwanttothe

room.Luckyformehewasjustwakinguphewas

abouttocrywhenhesawmehestoppedfrowning.

Itookhim.HisNappywasfullItookitoff.I

preparedabathforhimandbathedhimhedidn't

wanttogetoutofthewaterthischildthough.

Me:"haimarnChumaniIzaphumangokuAzobanda

lamanzi(nomanChumanicomegetoutnowthe

waterisgoingtobecold)"doyouthinkhelistened

tomehejustcontinuedplayinginthewater.

Me:"mxmyahambatatake(mxmyourdadis

going)"stoodupattemptingtogo.

Him:"dada-tata-"hesaidliftinguphishands.Ilove



myboysomuchhedoesn'tevencrywhenhiswith

meheevenforgetsthathismotherexsits.Ihavea

feelingthatmeandmyboyaregoingtohavea

closerelationship.Itookhimoutofthewaterand

wipedhimbeforelotioninghim.Ihadaproblem

puttingthenappyonsoIjustwenttoYouTubeand

itshowedmehow.ItlookseasierthanIthought

causeImanagedtoputitonhim.Idressedhimup

inhisblackgolft-shirtandblackjeanswithhis

blacksneakers.Icombedhisfluffyhair.myboy

lookedhandsomelikehisfatherhaindizalileapha.I

tookhimandwewenttothekitchenhermother

wasstillsleepingshemustbetired.Yesterdaywe

wereridingeachotherlikenobodiesbusiness.Isat

ontopofthebarstoolsplacedChumanionthe

kitchencounterthanmadehisporridge.

Me:"mamakhoyaligalelabisiapha(doesyour

motherpourmilkinhereornot?)"Hejustsucked

histhumb

Me:"andizoligalelaumnabaimbingeyakonaleyo

cozwenaawufunuthetha(I'mnotgoingtopourit.

Iftheporridgeisn'tniceit'syourproblembecause



youdon'twanttotalk)"hejustgiggledandIsmiled.

Ifedhimanditseemedlikehewasenjoyingit.I

cherisheverymomentIspendwithmysonsinceI

wasn'ttherewhenhewasborn.Iwipedhismouth

whenhewasdoneeating.Itookhismother's

breakfastfromthemicrowaveandplaceditona

trey.Itookoneoftherosesfromyesterdayand

gaveittoChumani.

Me:"let'sgotomommy"

Him:"mama"hesaidjumpingupanddown.We

walkedtotheroomandshewasstillsleeping.I

placedthetreybesidesher.TookChumaniand

placedhimontopofher.

Me:"let'sgivemommyawakeupkiss"Ikissedher

andChumanijoinedin.Hewasevenslappingher

Me:"haiwenasuqwabunyoko(nodon'tslapyour

mother)"Ayaopenedhereyessmiling.

Her:"goodmorning"

Chumani:"mama"heclappedhishands.Meandhis

mothersmiled.



Me:"morningbaby."Shesmiled

Aya:"lemmegoandwashmymouthfirstIseeyou

madebreakfastforme"shepeckedChumani'slips.

ShepeckedminetoobutIturneditintoadeepkiss.

Chumanidecidedtogetjealousandpullhis

mother'shair.Ilaughed

Aya:"Chumani!!"Hejustgiggled.Ayastoodupand

wenttobrushherteeth.Shecamebackandateher

breakfast.

Me:"I'vebeenthinkingthatIshouldgoandvisitmy

parentsit'sbeenquietawhilebabyIlastsawthem

12yearsago"IwaslayingnexttoherwithChumani

ontopofmegivingmeslapshereandthere.

Aya:"yeahyoushouldbeforeit'stoolatebaby"

Me:"Ishouldgivethemavisittodayforsupperor

something"

Aya:"wellyouaregoingtogotothem.Idon'twanta

maybe.Yaziiyourluckytohavebothparentsstill

aliveyoushouldcherishthelittletimeyouhave

withthembeforelifedecidestotakethemaway

fromyou.Theywon'tliveforeversoyourdefinitely



aregoingtothemtoday"thosewordshithomeI

shouldreallygotothem

Me:"thanI'mtakingyouandChumaniwithme"

Aya:"but..."

Me:"nobut'syouweregoingtomeetthemanyway"I

gaveherapeck.

.

.

.

Luvolwethu(Tailor)

MynameisLuvolwethuZulu.Thereisnothing

muchyoushouldknowaboutmejustthatI'ma

qualifiedlawyerbutI'Mcurrentlynotworking.My

firmisgettingfixedwellitwillbemineandLuvuyo's

-cage-.webothstudiedlawanddecidedtodo

partnership.Theotherguysdon'tknowwewantto

surprisethemwhenweareabouttoopen.Soafter

thegreattimewehadatAyamthanda'sflat.We

decidedtohittheclubwewentthereandalsohada

greattime.TTwaspissedoffbyLethabocauseshe



wasalloverhim.ButLethabodidn'tgiveafuck.We

tookthemhomethanwenttoourGuesthouse.I

waswokenupbysomeonecallingthehouse

telephone.Thetelephonewasalsomakingonehell

ofanoise.Iopenedmyeyesandrealizedthatwe

sleptonthecouchstillwearingyesterday'sclothes.

Cagepickedupthetelephone.

Cage:"thisbetterbeagoodreasonforwakingusup

....Cars?Whoorderedcars?"TTquicklytookthe

phonefromhim.Wellyesterdaywebought7cars

withthemoneyfromthemoneyheist.1wasforAya

whichwegavetoher.Theother6areformeand

mybro's.TTsaidweshouldbuythecarsfromAudi

andweboughtR8'sforallofusbutdifferent

colours.

TT:"letthemin"heplacedthetelephoneaway

Them:"whatthefuckisgoingon?"Wepushedthem

outside.

MeandTT:"Surprise!!"Theysawthecarsand

startedwhistling.Weallrantothemwetookthecar

keysfromthepeoplethatweredrivingthem.



Mamber:"areyouguysthinkingwhatI'mthinking"

weallsmirkedaswewerelookingatthecarkeys.

WequicklygotinsideofthemleavingSiya'sbehind.

Wegotout1by1.Weformedastraightrowonthe

road.Westartedourengine'sthanstartedracingI

wasthefastest.I'Malwaysfastwhenitcomesto

driving.IwasstilldrivingfastwhenIalmosthit

someoneitwasastreetgirlnorhIquicklystopped

thecar.Makingherrealizethatshewasday

dreamingwhilewalkingonthestreet.Ifummlygot

outofmycar

Me:"can'tyouseethatyourwalkingontheroadand

youbusydaydreamingherewhatifsomeonehits

youwiththeircardoyouhaveadeathwish"

Her:"I'..I'ms...sorry"shesaidthroughsobbes

Me:"lookatme"sheslowlylookeduptome.

Me:"heyI..."Wemadeeyecontact.Istartedfeeling

things.Wemadeeyecontactforalongtime.Ibroke

itandgotinmycaranddroveoff.Idon'tknowwhat

happenedbackthere.

.



.
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Siyamthanda

IntheafternoonIwentbacktotheGuesthouse

promisingAyaIwillcomebacklater.Chumanicried

whenIwasgoingsoItookhimwithme.Aya

packedeverythingheneedsinhisbag.Foronce

AyaistakingabreakshereallyneedsitIevengave

hermoneytogopamperherselfatthespa.Andshe

agreed.IwenttotheGuesthouseusingaUber.

WhenwegotthereIsawaroyalblueAudiR8.I

wonderwho'shereItookmyboyandwalkedtothe

car.Iwalkedarounditandchumaniwasclapping

hishandsaswewerewalkingaroundit.Ilaughed

athim.JustthanotherR8'scameinandmybro's

cameoutofthem.



TTandTailor:"surprise!!"TheysaidtomeandI

laughed

Me:"IKnowyou'llarecrazybutIdidn'tknowthat

youhaditinyou.AwholefuckencarbutI'mnot

complainingthecarlooksgreat.Evenmyboyloves

it"theylaughedwhilechumaniwasgigglingand

clappinghishands.Cagetookhimfrommeandwe

wentinsidethehouse.

Me:"sowhatdidImissouton,yesterday?"

Them:"bro,itwaslit."

Me:"mxmaslongasIhadagreattimewithmywife

I'mnotcomplaining"Isaidslippingonthecouch

thinkingaboutyesterday.

Them:"sieslentwana(siesthisboy)"Ilaughedthey

alsolaughed

Mamber:"LethabowasalloverTT.Doyouthinkhe

gaveherthetimeoffdayhewassopissedoffby

her"welaughed

TT:"mxm"hemadeadeadstare.

Snakes:"youstillholdinggrudgesforwhat



happenedbackthen"

TT:"mxm"

Me:"onaseriousnoteguysIhavetogoandseemy

parentsandsiblingsitbeenquietawhileandIwant

topaydamagesforAyaandnottoforgettopay

lobolaforher"Isaidsmiling

TT:"broyouwanttowifeheralready"

Me:"Iwanttobeafamilymannow"

Them:"ntwanayethu(ourboy)"theyfistbumpedme.

Cage:"iphipurityyakhelambilengoku(whereishis

purityhishungry)"

Mamber:"haibotamazelaphiiwena(howdoyou

know)"

Cage:"Ifeelhiminmyblood"welaughed.Itookout

hispurityandhefedhim.Hekeptonpoutingwhile

Cagewasfeedinghim.

Cage:"pleaseremindmetoneverplantmyseedin

someone"welaughedathim.

Cage:"vulaklkboy(openup)"hefedhimtherestof



hispurity.WechilledtherethewholedaybutTailor

wasn'tpartofourconversationhewasinhisown

world.

TT:"holatheniwakude(whyareyoufarfromhere)"

Tailor:"eishntwanangomnyeumthanaendidibene

nayengokusirace(eish,boyit'sanothergirlImet

whenwewereracing)"wechuckled

Snakes:"youcaughtfeelingsforsomeoneyoujust

met?"

Us:"hiswhippeddawg"welaughedandTailor

chuckled.

TT:"sodidyougethernumberorsomething"

Tailor:"she'sastreetgirldawgs"welookedathim

Us:"streetgirl!!"

Tailor:"shelivesonthestreetbro.Shewasday

dreamingwhenIalmostknockedheroff.Andwhen

shelookedatmeIhadthisfeelinginmeandIjust

ranaway."

Us:"Ranaway.iwena(you)"henoddedandwe

laughed



Us:"youwhippeddawgbyastreetgirl"

Cage:"sohowareyougoingtofindherwhenyou

sayshe'sastreetkid"

Tailor:"IwillgotowhereIfoundher.Iwantto

changeherlifeDawgs.Iwanttomakeherlifebetter

somethingkeepsondraggingmetoherthereis

somethingaboutthatgirl"weallpattedhisshoulder

Snakes:"youshouldgoandlookoutforher.You

knowit'sdangerousouthere"

Tailor:"Iwillbutnotnow"wenodded.Iranupstairs

tochangemyclothesandworewhatmychildwas

wearing.

Me;"IhavetogoguysIstillneedtogotomy

parentshouse.CanIhavemycarkeysneAux"I

saidsmilingandtheychuckled.TTgavememy

keysandtheaux.ItookChumaniandhe'sbag.I

placedhiminthepassengerssit.Hewasjumping

upanddownIcouldn'tputhissafetybelton

Me:"Chumanimarnstopjumpingupanddown"do

youthinkhelistenedtome.ButIeventuallyputted

thesitbelton.Iclosedthedoorandjoggedtomy



sideconnectedtheauxfirstthandroveoff.Wewere

listeningtomusiconourwaytoAya'sflat.Chumani

wasjumpingupanddowninhissitmychildwas

havingagreattimesham.Itookavideoofusand

posteditonsocialmedia.Ithadmanyviews.We

gottotheflat.ItookChumaniinsidejusttofetch

hismotherit'salreadylate.Wegotinside.

Me:"masabebaby(let'sgobaby)it'salreadylate"

shecameoutwearingamaxidresswithadoek

matchingthedress.Ismiledlookingather.She

wassobeautiful.Chumanievenclappedhishands

forher.Andwesmiled.

Me:"semhlemarni(yoursobeautiful)"shesmiled

Her:"let'sgoit'salreadylate"

Me:"whichcararewegoingtousemineoryours?"

Her:"youhaveacar?"

Me:"yeahThapeloandLuvoboughtitformebutit's

a2sittercar"

Her:"let'srathertakemine"sherantotheroomand

camebackwiththekeys.Shelockedthedoorand



wewenttohercar.ItookChumani'sbagfrommy

car.Wetookoff.Wegottothehouseandthereare

alittlechanges.Iwasnervousphoffwewereall

nervous.

Me:"relaxI'mhereforyou"shenodded.Wewalked

outofthecar.Ayawaswalkingslowlybehindme

withChumaniinherhandsIknockedonthedoor.

Mihlaliopenedthedoor.

Him:"bhutt'!!"HesaidhuggingmeandIhuggedhim

backit'sbeenquietawhilesinceIsawthemtoo.He

alsohuggedAyaandtookChumanifromherwegot

insideandMinentlewaswatchingTV.

Mihlali:"akasafaniNammarni(helookslikeme)"we

chucklednobaby

Minentle:"who'sthat?"

Mihlali:"look"sheturnedback.Shescreamedwhen

shesawme.AndIlaughed

Minentle:"bhutt'!!"

Me:"Minnie"shequicklystoodupandgavemea

bonecrackinghug.



:"WasolokouyangxolaMinentleyere(youralways

makinganoiseMinentle)"thatwasmomcoming

fromthekitchenwearingwidowclothes.Iwas

shockedkengoku.

Me:"Mama?"Igaveherquestioningeye's.

Her:"Siyamthandamntanam(mychild)"shecried

asshewashuggingme.

Her:"Iseeyoubroughtguestswithyou"shesaid

lookingatAyamthandaandChumaniwithasmile.

ShewenttohugAyaandAyahuggedherback.At

leastshelovesher.

Mom:"akasemhlemarningumakotilo?(sheisso

beautifulissheyourwife?)"

Aya:"Enkossimama(thanksma)"

Me:"yesMom"

Mom:"myfirstgrandchild"shesaidtakingChumani

fromMinnie.

Mom:"thankgodheisn'tadwarfcausebothofhis

parentsareshort"welaughed"lemmegofinish

dinnerquicklysothatwecanhavesupperI'msure



you'llarehungry"

Aya:"noleaveitmaIwillfinishoff"

Minentle:"Iwillhelpyou"shesaidsmiling.They

wenttothekitchen.Wesatdownkethina.

Me:"where'sdad?"Theyheavilysighed

Mom:"hediedafewmonthsagosonhehadlung

cancer"shewasalreadyintears.Icomforther.

Mom:"heleftyouthis"shetookoutaletter"he

wroteyouthislettertosayhissorry,wetriedto

contactyoubeforehediedbutwecouldn'tgeta

holdofyou"

Me:"I'msorryMom"that'swhatImanagedtosay.

Mom:"it'sfinemychildaslongasyourbackbonus

youcamebackwithawifeandachild"shesaid

smiling.Ismiledtoo.Wechattedke.

Aya:"dinnerisready"westoodupandwenttothe

dinningroom.

Mom:"thedinnerlooksgreat"

AyaandMinnie:"thanksmom/ma"



Mihlali:"let'seatguysyoohekishonger(I'm

hungry)"wechuckled.Momfirstprayedthanweate.

Minnie:"isshethesameAyathatyouweresinging

about"shesaidlaughingandayachuckledasshe

wasfeedingchumani

Me:"yessheis"

MihlaliandMinnie:"mnandiiubanguwemntase(it's

nicetobeyou)didn'tknowyouhaditinyoubro"

Me:"v'tsekini"welaughed

Mom:"leavemychildalonenina"welaughed

Me:"oohwerearemymannersAyathisismylovely

motherandmysiblingsMinentleandmihlali"

Aya:"ndayazii(IKnow)"sherolledhereyes.Andwe

laughed

Me:"andmotherandsiblingsthisisAyamthanda

andChumanimyson"theysmiledwehaddinnerin

alightchatandlaughterwehadagreattime

motherevenaskedustosleepoverandwedid

.



.
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Luvolwethu(Tailor)

•Monthlater

.

Alothashappenedthispastmonth.Wefinally

foundawarehousewiththeboysandit'sapretty

coolwarehouse.Ourhousegotrenovatedanddone

weallleaveinourhousesnow.Ididn'tgofor

somethingbigIwantforsomethinglikea

penthousebutthatisontheground.I'mabachelor

afterall.MeandCagehaven'topenedourfirmyet.

Theyaredonerenovatingit.Wewillbeopeningon

Mondaytodayit'sSaturdayso2daysbeforethe

grandopeningI'msohappythatIwillfinallyhave

myownfirm.Can'twaittobeatcourtthough.We



haven'ttoldtheguysaboutitwewilltellthemon

Mondaywhenweareopening.Let'sdropthetopic

aboutworknowI'msureyou'llarewonderingwhat

happenedtothatgirl.WellIlastsawheronthatday.

IwantbacktheretolookforherbutIdidn'tgetany

luckIevensearchedforheratthebridge.Igot

worriedabouther.ButifI'mnotboundtobewith

herthereisnothingIdoaboutit.Justhopesheis

finewhereeversheis.Iwaschillingwiththebro's

atthewarehouseplayingFIFA.Iseriouslymiss

wakinguptotheircrazinessI'musedtowakingup

withtheminthesamehouse.Isometimesget

boredinmyhouse.Butilovemyprivacyitgivesme

enoughtimetoworkthingsout.Italsohelpsmeto

getthingsthroughwiththefirm.Ievengottimeto

rechecktheCV'softhepeopleworkingtherebefore

wegobacktowork.Andeverythingseemsfineto

metheremightbeafewpeopleImighthaveto

pushthemindoingtheirbest.

Siya:"eversinceyoumetthatgirlyouhavechanged

bro"theyalllookedatmeandagreedtosiya's

statement.



Me:"kaniyekeniTaz(justleaveitbro's)"

TT:"haveyoutriedfindingherthough?"

Me:"IdidbroandIdidn'tfindherIevenwenttothe

bridgebutnothingatall"

Mamber:"ifyouweresodeterminedaboutthisgirl

youwouldhavefoundherbynowandstop

stressingaboutherbecauseyourlosingyourselfin

theprocessinfactlet'sgotoaclubwewillsurely

getsomeslayqueenstheresityeubusukubonke

sibemnandiisiyekeeziwayzidyolayo(havesexthe

wholenightandleavetheonesthataredating)"he

saideyeingthebro's.TheychuckledandIlaughed

TT:"excludingmeofcourse"

Us:"Lethabov'tsek"wesaidlaughing.

TT:"wearenotdatingNalamntana,sheistheone

whowantsustodatebutIwillneverrhaa.AndI'm

tellingyouallforthelasttimenow."Welaughedat

himashewaskeepingastraightface.

Siya:"it'snotlikeyoudon'tlikeitwhensheisallover

youstopfightingyourfeelingsdawg"hesaid



laughing

TT:"mxm"welaughedathim.Wecontinuedplaying

FIFAhavingadrinkwealsogottothelevelof

singingandwewerehavingagreattime.Thereis

neveradullmomentwiththesepeople.Frombeing

friendstobrothers.Iwillalwayschoosethemover

everything.TheymademewhoIamtodayandIwill

alwaysbegreatfulforthat.

Me:"gentsIhavetogo"

Snakes:"youdon'tevenhaveawifeweshouldbe

theone'sleavingfirstmybra"Ichuckled

Me:"mxmv'tsek.ini.IwanttosleeptommorowI

havetobesomewhereveryearly"

Cage:"metooyazilet'sgontwana"wewalkedout

afterwebrohuggedeveryone.

Me:"havetogoandseethebuildingtommorowI

havealreadycheckedtheCV'sandtheylookfine"

Cage:"IalsocheckedtheonesIhadandtheyalso

lookfinetome.Iguesswearereadytorollbra"

Me:"Ican'twaitforMondaythoughmyfirstdayat



work"wechuckled

Him:"metoo."Webrohuggedbeforegoingour

separatepaths.Idecidedtotakealongdrivejustto

digesteverything.Iwasplayingmusicitalways

relaxesme.Itdidactuallyclearmymind.Iwas

havingagreattimeIwasstillenjoyingmytime

whenIalmosthitsomeone.Notagain.Andthis

timethispersonlookedlikeshewasrunningaway

fromsomeone.Itwasafemaleagain.Entlekwhat's

itwithmeandalmostknockingoffwoman.Igotout

thecartoseeifsheisfine.Shewasholdingher

chesttryingtocatchherbreath.Andshewas

lookingdownholdingherknees.ItwasdarkandI

couldn'tseeherproperly.

Me:"heyareyoufine?"Shenodded

Me:"whyareyourunningatthistimeofthenightdo

youhaveadeathwish,whatifyougetkilled"

Her:"Iwouldrathergetkilledthanleavethishorrible

life."

Me:"heylookatmewhywouldyouwanttoendyour

life"



Her:"it'seasyforyoutosayyoudriveexpensive

carswhilewesleeponthestreets.Withoneeye

open.Doyouknowhowitisliketowonderifthere

isn'tsomeonecomingtorapeyou.Luckyforme

theyhaven't.Doyouknowhowitisliketogoto

eachdustbintosearchforfood.Notoallofthe

questionsIhaveasked.Sodon'taskmeshithere.I

havegrownmywholelifeinthesestreetsandI'm

22yearsoldnowimagineawhole22yearoldon

thestreetsshedoesn'tevenhaveMatricbecause

heronlyparentleftchasedheroutofaplacecalled

homejustbecauseofafuckenstrangeshetrusts

morethanme.Thatmanwassocloseinrapingme

thankGodshecameintime.Butshebelievedhim

overme.thinkingthatIseducedhermanIwasonly

17yearsoldbackthan.Ialsohadhopesand

dreamslikeeverybodyelsebutlifeturnedit'sback

onmeandIendeduphere.Sotoansweryour

questionyesIdohaveadeadwishIwouldreally

lovetojoinmyfatherupthere"shesaidpointingat

theskycrying.Thosewordsreallyhurtmesomuch.

Iwanttopullherandgiveherahugtotellherthat

everythingisgoingtobefinebutthesmell.I'mnot



sureaboutityou'llwillforgivemerhaa.Shewas

stilllookingdownsoIcouldn'tseeherfaceproperly.

ItookmyphoneandswitchedonthetouchsothatI

canseeher.Sheisthesamegirlfromlasttime.We

lookedateachotherforalongtime.DoyouthinkI

caredaboutthesmellnow.IpulledherandIgave

herahug.ItwasalongoneistartedfeelingthingsI

hadGoosebumps.shecriedinmyarms.Ipulledout

andwipedhertears.

Me:"I'msorrythatyouhadtogothroughallofthat.

ButI'mherenowyoudon'thavetoworryabout

anythingIwilltakecareofyou."

Her:"Ican'tleavewithyouwhatify..."Ijustlifted

herupinbridalstyleandplacedheronthe

passengerssit.Iknowshewasgoingtorejectmy

offersothat'swhyItookher.IleftheratfirstI'm

notdoingthesamemistaketwice.Idroveofftomy

house.

.

.
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Luvolwethu

Wewenttomyhouseshelookedlikeshewas

uncomfortablebutIwillsortthatoutsoon.Iparked

mycarinthegarage.

Me:"let'sgo"shenodded.Wewalkedoutandwent

inthedoorthatleadsustothekitchen.

Me:"goandtakeabathfirstIwillpreparefoodfor

you."Shenodded

Me:"ratherusewords.."Igaveherquestioningeye's.

Idon'tknowhernameklk.

Her:"Thandolwethu"

Me:"i'mLuvolwethu"

Her:"okaylwethu"Ismiledcozsheisthefirst



persontocallmelwethu.Myheartwassohappyit

wasjumpinginjoy.

Me:"lemmeshowyouyourroomthandolwam"she

blushed.Ishowedher,herroom.Shedecidedto

takeshowerIgavehertowelsandtoiletries.Iwant

tomyroomtogetherhermyoldsweatpantsanda

t-shirtwithanewpairofboxers.Iwenttoherroom

shewasadmiringtheroomwithtowelaroundher

body.Iclearedmythroat.Shelookedback.

Me:"IbroughtyouthesesinceIrealizedyoudon't

haveclothes."Shetookthem

Her:"thankyoulwethu"Inodded

Me:"lemmegopreparesomethingforyoutoeat"

Her:"leaveitIwillpreparesomethingforustoeat

justgetmesomethingtotiemyhairwith"shesaid

excitedly.Justsoyouknowitshehaslongnatural

hair.

Me:"lemmegolookforsomethingthan"Isaid

smilingIwenttomyoffice.Ifoundaredribbon.I

joggedbacktooherroom.



Me:"hereIfoundyouthis"shewasalreadydressed.

Shetooktheribbonandtiedherhair.

Her:"let'sgo"shewasstillexcitedIcanseethatshe

lovescooking.Wewenttothekitchen.Ishowedher

wereeverythingis.Itookabeeroutofthefridge.

Her:"sinceit'salreadylateIwillpreparesomething

quickly.Sothatwecaneatandsleep"shesaid

wearinganapronIwassittingonthekitchen

counterwatchingher.

Me:"letmeguessyouwanttobeachef?"She

smiledlookingatme

Her:"ithasalwaysbeenmydream.Imagineopening

myownrestaurantandacateringbusiness.Iwould

lovetocookatpeople'sweddingsandotherevents

to.IhavealwayslovedcookingsinceIwassmallI

wouldreadcookingbooksandwatchcooking

shows.Writetherecipesdownbutthanlifeturned

it'sbackonme."Sheheavilysighed.Itookapicture

ofherwhileshewascookingshelookedsocute.I

madehermywallpaperandposteditonmysocial

mediawiththecaption"I'msohappythatIfinally



foundher"peoplereactedonthepictureIswitched

offmyphone.

Me:"thanworkformeIwillgiveyoumoneytogo

backtoschool"

Her:"chilliorbeef?"

Me:"beef"shetookthebeefspicefromthecabinets

Her:"areyouofferingmeajob?"Shesaidsmiling

Me:"yeahwhynotyoucanstillmakeitinlifeit's

nevertoolate"

Her:"thankyousomuch"shecametohugmeby

standingonhertoessincesheshort.Ihuggedher

backandpeckherforehead.Shepulledoutand

wentbacktocooking.

Her:"sotellmemoreaboutyourself"

Me:"I'magangster"shelookedmeshockedandI

laughed.

Her:"ain'tyougoingtokillmeto."Ilaughedather

Me:"noI'mnotgoingtokillyou.Idon'tkillwoman

andIkillwhenit'snecessary.ButanywayI'malsoa



qualifiedlawyerIwillbeopeningmyfirmon

Mondayit'smineandafriendofmineyouwillsee

himtomorrowwhenhecomeshere"

Her:"oohthat'sgreat.I'Mdonecookingpleaseset

upthetable."Inoddedandsetitup.Shedishedup

forusitwasspaghettiandmincewithmelted

cheeseontop.Sheplacedtheplatesonthetable

andwestartedeating.Thefoodtastesgreat.I

closedmyeyeswhileeating.

Her:"doesittastethatgood"wechuckled

Me:"broitisthebestIhaveevereateninmylife."

Shesmiled

Her:"waituntilyoutastemytripeorstew"

Me:"nowyourtalkingmylanguagetomorrowI'm

givingyoumyblackcardyouwillbecookingoneof

thosephoffyouwillbecookingtripesinceit'smy

favorite"shelaughed.Wecontinuedeatingina

randomchat.Wewashedthedishestogetherthan

calleditanight.InthemorningIwokeupearly

sinceIhadtogocheckouttheofficers.Ididmy

dailyroutineandworemycasualclothes.Imade



breakfastformyselfandthandolwam.Haingowam

ngoku(nosheisminenow)notoursanymore.I

placedhersintheoven.Atemine.Itookoutmy

blackcardandwrotethepin.Iplacedmycellphone

withit.Andwrotethepassword.Onthesamepaper

IwrotethatshemustrequestanUberwithittogo

andbuywhatsheneedsandclothestoo.Iwentto

thefirmandCagewasalreadythere.

Me:"yeahboss"

Him:"yeahntwana"

Wecheckedtheplaceandwechoseouroffices.A

notificationcamethroughhisphone

Him:"AyaandSiyaareinvitingusforlunch"

Me:"oohbutIalreadyhaveplans"

Him:"haykentwanacancelandwho'sthatwoman

youpostedyesterday,andwhydidn'tyougeta

messageentlekwhereisyourcellphone"

Me:"onequestionatatimebrobuttoanswerthem

all.SheisthestreetgirlIhavebeentellingyou

about."



Him:"what??Younevermentionedthatshewas

thathotbro"

Me:"I'mtellingyousheiswellbuiltntwanaandI

gavehermycellphonesothatshecanrequestfor

anUber"

Him:"youdidwhat?Yougaveheryourcellphone?"

Ilaughedathisshockedface

Me:"yeahidid"

Him:"haithisgirlisdoingwonderstoyoubroyou

areonanotherlevelofbeinginlove.Infact

ucatch.ileyouarewhipped"IlaughedasIwas

thinkingaboutthandolwam.

Him:"Ihavetocheckheroutlet'sgotoyourhouse

thangotosiya's"wewenttomyhouse.Hegotout

firstandrantothehouseIjustlaughedathimand

followedafterhim.WhenIgotinthehousehewas

busydroolingatthandolwamwhowascooking

listeningtothemusicfrommycellphone

Me:"heyLwamiI'mbacknow"cagesnappedoutof

histhoughts.Andthandolwamgavemeher

attention



Her:"oohheylwethu"

Cage:"youdidn'ttellmethatshewasthishotbro"

hewhispered.Ilaughed

Me:"oohThandolwammeetmyfriendLuvuyohis

nicknameiscage.BafomeetThandolwethuthegirl

Iwasgoingallcrazyabout"

Cage:"nowIseewhyyouweregoingcrazyabout

herdawg"Ilaughedandthandolwamsmiled.

Lwami:"1ofyourfriendssentyouatextaboutlunch

so.Iwillcookthetripefordinner"shesaidsmiling.

Me:"okaythat'sfinebymeIwillmakesurethatI

don'teatalot."

Cage:"Alsoleavesomeformeplease"

Lwami:"okayIwill"shesmiled

Me:"didyougotothemall"

Her:"yesIdid"Inodded.

Me:"okayweareleavingnowwejustwantedto

checkuponyou"shenoddedandsmiledIreturned

thesmile.



Me:"masambewena(let'sgo,you)"wewentout

bumpingeachother.Wewenttosiya'scribracing.I

gottherefirstasalways.Wewentinsidethehouse

laughingandeveryonewasinthere.Cagewentto

sitnextAyola.Theyaredatingnow.

Mamber:"broyourglowingnowisitaboutthatvrou

youpostedyesterday"Ismiled.Andtheyalllooked

atme.

Cage:"kamendiyicopisengomkwamlento(lemme

tellyouaboutthisthing)soyourboyherefinally

foundherstreetgirl.."

Them:"streetgirl?!!"

Cage:"yeahtheonethathewasgoingcazyabout

leyabimgowisa(theonethatwasmakinghim

stressed)hefoundhertookherin.Askmewhathe

didtoday."

Them:"whatdidhedo?"

Cage:"hegavehimhisblackcard.."

Them:"what?!"

Cage:"that'snotallhealsogaveherhiscellphone



andthepassword"

Them:"intonii(what)!!?"

Cage:"ndikuxelelukxelela(I'mtellingyou)"theyall

lookedatmeandclappedtheirhands.

Me:"what?"

Zimi:"yourwhippedbro"Ijustsmiledandthey

laughed.

:"Yesesu'Mikeyinjakanjaniirhaanakoyondi

dyolalangapheDubaingeqeyanorhrhaaamadoda

zizinjasham(Mikeisadog,howcouldhecheaton

mewithawhiteladyinDubai,manaretrash)you

couldneverklknobasendinxilile(evenifI'mdrunk)

yuuh"agayguycameinandthegirlslaughedand

jumpedontopofhim.Weweresoconfused

namajita.

Aya:"oohguysthisRethabileourotherfriendand

Ririthisis..."

Riri:"IknowthemalldarlingIfollowthemon

Instagram"wechuckled.Wehadlunchke

Me;"IhavefoodwaitingformeathomeIwon'tbe



finishinglunchtoday"

Cage:"metooIforgotthatThandolwam..."

Me:"it'sThandolwethutoyoubra"Isaidgivinghim

adeadstareandeveryonelaughed.

Siya:"youalreadygaveheranicknamedawg"he

saidlaughing

Me:"mxm"theylaughed.Theyfinishedlunchand

wenttothelounge.

Aya:"I'msureyou'llarewonderingwhywecalled

youguyshere."Wenodded

Siya:"wellwearegetting."

Aya&Siya:"married"wecheeredforthem.Whenwe

weredonecheeringChumaniclappedhishands.

Andwelaughed.

Aya:"butwewilljustbesigningoffathomeaffairs

sinceyou'llknowthestoryIcan'tfindmyfamily"we

allgavethemsadfaces.

Rethabile:"IwasalreadyplanningyourweddingG.

Howcouldisyou."Welaughed.



Me:"meisyouwenaRiriIwasalreadygoingtofind

someoneforthecateringpart."Isaidfrowningand

theylaughed.

Siya:"wewillhaveaweddinglateronguysjustnot

nowandyou'llcangocrazywithit."Wecheered

Snakes:"butwearehavinglunchtocelebrateyou

guys.Tailoryoucancontactthecateringperson."I

smiled

Me:"whenareyouguyssigningfirst?"

Siya:"thisWednesday"hesaidsmiling.

Cage:"welltomorrowwehaveasurpriseforyou

guys."

Yola:"youandwho?"

Me:"me"

Snakes:"youfullofsurpriseswena."Theylaughed.

Cage:"you'llmeetusatthetallbuildingtommorow

morning"theynodded.Wechilledtherethewhole

dayandIhadagreattime.Lateronmyselfand

Cagewenttomycrib.Seemslikewegotthereat

therighttime.Lwamiwasjusttakingouttheplates



todishup.

Cage:"wehaveperfecttimingbro"welaughedand

satonthediningtable.Lwamiseveredusourfood.

Anditsmelledgood.IfI'mgoingtolivewithhermy

wholelifethansobeitcozfuckthisgirlcancook.

Shemadetripewithdumplings.Shemademy

favoritemeal.

Me&Cage:"canIwifeyoualready"wesaidandshe

giggled.IgaveCageadeadstare

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwhyyouhere.Who'ssleeping

withAyolawhenyourhere"Isaidlaughing.

Him:"mxm"weateourfoodanditreallytastedas

goodasitlooksthisisthebesttripeIhaveever

eaten.Iclosedmyeyeswhileeatingit.

Me&cage:"mhhfuck"wecursedandLwamijust

laughed.

Cage:"wereyoutalkingaboutherwhenyouwere

talkedaboutthecateringforthewedding."

Me:"yesbro"

Lwami:"whatwedding?"



Me:"mybroisgettingmarriedsowewillbehaving

lunchaftertheysignedthepapersit'snot

somethingbig.It'sonlyfor11peopleormoreand

it'sthisWednesday."Shenodded

Cage:"don'tworrytheywillloveyourfood"she

smiled.

Lwami:"whyaretheysigningimeanyouare

gangsteryouhavemoney."

Cage:"youtoldheraboutthatlifetobroyou

seriouslyneedhelp"hesaidlaughing.Wealso

laughed.

Me:"toansweryourquestionyesheisagangster

justthatvroulakamjitadoesn'tknowherfamilyto

paylobola."Shenodded.Wecontinuedeatingover

aslightchat.

.

.
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Luvolwethu

Iwokeuptotheamazingaromatoday.Iquickly

stoodoutofmybed.WhenIquicklyrealizedwhat

dayitisIsaidlittleprayerhopingthateverything

goeswell.Imademybedandwenttodomydaily

routine.WhenIwasdonebathingandlotioningI

wentbacktomyroom.Therewasathreepiecesuit

thatwasgreyanditwascheck.therewasalsoa

blueshirtmatchingmyshoeswithatie.Ismiled

lookingattheoutfit.IworeitquicklyandIactually

lookedgreatIfeltlikeabossthatIam.Ismiledand

tookmybriefcase.Iwenttothekitchen.Iwas

welcomedbythisamazingaromathatwokemeup.

Ismiled.Thandolwamwasplacingtheplatesonthe

table.Iwenttotakeasit.

Me:"goodmorning"Isaidwiththebiggestsmileon

myface.AsIwaslookingatthebreakfastIdidn't

knowwhatitwasbutitlookedappetizingand

smelledgood.



Her:"hey.Hopethatyourreadyforyourbigday"

Me:"SinceIwokeuptothisamazingbreakfastand

youtookoutasuitformethankyoubytheway.I

wasgoingtobelateonmyfirstdayofworkifyou

didn't"shegiggled

Her:"noneedtothankme"Ismiled

Me:"sowhatarewehavingtoday?"

Her:"ImadeSweetpotatoandKatefrittata"

Me:"Ihopeittastesgoodasitlookslet'sdigin"we

ateandboyohboythefoodtastesgreatasitlooks.

Her:"aboutthelunchwithyourfriends.CanIhavea

notebookorsomething.Iwillhavetogotothemall

todaysothatIcanwritethepricesdownandthan

sendyoutheinvoice."

Me:"dojustthatandsendmetheinvoice.Buy

yourselfacellphoneatthemallandsendmethe

invoiceassoonaspossiblecausemyfriendwill

alsobetheretoday"shenoddedandtookmylast

bit

Me:"thankyouforthedeliciousbreakfastIneeded



that."

Her:"goodluckwitheverythingthan."Ismiled.

Igavehermyblackcardandanotebookplusapen.

Iwrotemynumberdown.Iaskedherforsomeleft

oversforworkandshegavethemtome.Ipecked

herforeheadbeforetakingmybriefcaseand

walkingout.Iwenttothelawfirm.Everyonewas

alreadythereeventhemediaIwenttothefront

wereCagewasstanding.Ilookedacrossthecrowd

andspottedmyfriends.

Cage:"areyoureadybro"hewhispered.Inodded.

Westeppedinfrontofthemic

Cage:"1,2,1,2"everyonegaveustheirattention

Me:"justsoyouknowithisprimaryreportusedto

sayso."Everyonelaughed.

Me:"Happythatyouallarerelaxednow."Wemadea

longspeechtakingturns

Me&Cage:"Startingfromtodayandonwordswewill

bethenewShareholdersofthisLawfirm"everyone

cheeredforus.Butthemostnoisecamefromour



friends.

Me:"andwewouldliketothankyouforcoming

here."

Cage:"Ihopewewillworkgreatwithyouguys.

Pleasegetbacktoworkwehavecase'stodeal

with."Everyonewenttotheirworkingplace.Andme

andmyfriendswenttocage'soffice.They

congratulatedustheladiesleftforwork.Ayawent

toschool.

Snakes:"thisofficelooksgreatitevenhasanen-

suit"

TT:"lookatthisbigcouchdawgjustdon'tbring

Ayolahereandfuckher"welaughed.Justthanmy

phonebeepeditwasamessagefromanunsaved

number.Iviewedthemessageanditwasan

invoice.IsentittoSiyabeforethankingLwami.

Siya:"andthanwhatisthisinvoicefor?"Theylooked

atme.

Me:"oohit'sforthelunchwewillbehavingon

Wednesday"



Cage:"canIseewhat'sonthelistIknowThando

makesthebestfoodever"

Theothers:"wereyoutalkingaboutyourgirlallthis

time"theywidenedtheyeyesandInodded.

Cage;"youshouldtasteherfoodTaztrustsheis

betterthanallyourwomen."

Me:"youshouldhavesleptoverbro.Thebreakfast

sheservedmetodayfuck.Lemmerathershowitto

you'll"Itookoutmylunchboxandshoweditto

them.

Mamber;"brayoucan'tshowassomethingsmelling

likethisandnotexpectustoeatit"Itookoutafork

frommybagandgaveittothem.Theyfinishedmy

lunchworseparttheywerefightingoverthefood.

Them:"canyoupleaseaskhertomakeussome

more"Ilaughed

Me:"let'swaitforthelunchTaz."

Them:"mxaahaihaihai"Ilaughed.Anotification

camethroughanditwasfromthebanktellingme

Siyatransferredmoney.



Me:"thankyouinbehalfofLwami"theylaughed.

.

.

Ayamthanda

-2dayslater-

TodayisthedayI'mofficiallysigningthepapers.

I'mhappythatI'mfinallybecamingMrs.Plaatjies.I

knowthatit'sbeenquietalittlewhilesincewe

starteddatingbutwhynotgetmarriedwhenyour

bothinloveandknowwhatyouwantinlife.Ijust

hopeIwon'tregretmydecisionlateron.Marriageis

abigstepinlife.IjustwishIcouldfindmyfamily

memberssothatIcanhaveaproperwedding.ButI

willbepatienteverythingtakestime.SoIwasatthe

hotelwithmyfriendspreparingmefortoday.Even

ifit'snotaproperweddingtheysaidIshouldlook

asbeautifulasever.Theymademewearablack

dressthathasredandwhiterosesalloverit.It

wasn'ttight.Itwaslikeaweddinggownbutwithout

thethingthatmakesitbigintheinside.Theymade

myweavebeautifully.



Riri:"canIpleasegetaroundofapplause"we

laughedandclappedforhim

LeJoy:"youwilllookmorebeautifulonyourreal

wedding"

Ayola:"haibowhatisthisthan'npopihuis?"We

laughed

Zimi:"let'sgoguysthegentlemanarealready

waitingforus"theywerealsolookinggreatwith

theirblackshortdresses.Ririwaswearingblack

shortsandablackT-shirt.Wewenttothe

DepartmentofHomeAffairsandtheguyswere

alreadythere.Theywereallwearingsuitswith

polonecksjustthatSiyahadhisblazeronandthe

othersdidn'tweartheirblazers.Wedidwhatwe

cameheretodoandIwasofficiallyMrs.Plaatjies.

Wetookpicturesoutsideasagroupandposted

themonInstagram.Peoplecongratulatedus.We

droveofftomyhousewerewewillbehavinglunch.

.

.

.



Thandolwethu

MynameisThandolwethuNzungu.I'm22yearsold

you'llknowmystorymocsoIwon'tberepeatingit.

YesterdayLwethugavemethemoneyandIwentto

buyeverythingthatIwillbeneedingforthelunchI

willbedoinga4coursemeal.Fingerscrossedthat

theywillloveit.IdidsomeofthethingsbeforeI

slept.WewokeupearlynoLwethuandhetookme

tothisbeautifulhouse.Heleftkeyena.Istarted

doingmythings.Iwasdoneinnotime.Isetoutthe

tableLwethusaidtherewillbe13people.Imagine

thehardworkbut13isasmallnumbercompared

towhatIwillbedoing.IwillsavethemoneyIget

fromlwethuforcleaningaroundthehouse.Iwant

tofinishmyMatricthangotoaculinaryschool.

Openmyownrestaurantandacateringbusiness.I

wipedtheglassesandplacedthemneatlyonthe

tablejustthancar'sgotin.I'msofuckennervous

whatiftheydon'tlikemyfood.ButthereisnothingI

candoiftheydon't.Iwilljuststandupanddust

myselfbeforeworkingharder.TheygotinjustasI

placedthelastchampagneglass.



:"Youreallyoutdidyourself"Ismiledlookingupand

IsawabeautifulcoupleIguessit'sthenewlyWeds.

Me:"I'msureyou'llarehungrypleasesitdownIwill

bringouttheAppetizerfirst."

Them:"woahareweeatinga4coursemeal"they

saidsmiling.Inodded

Lwethu:"gogetthefoodbabe"Iwenttothekitchen

totaketheAppetizers.Iservedeachoneofthem

Me:"wellwhatyouhaveinfrontofyouiswhaticall

Butternutsquashraviolirosemarybrownbutter"

Thebride:"I'mapeakyeatersoifI..."

Theother's:"katyeyekuthetha(justeatandstop

talking)"theysaidwiththeirmouthsfullIwentback

tothekitchentostartpreparingasalad.Ihardthem

complementingmyfoodsayingit'sgreatasmile

cripesonmyfaceinstantly.WhenIwasdone

preparingthesalad.Iwentbacktothemtotakethe

platesandtomysurprisetheplateswereclean.I

wassurprisedandhappywasanunderstatement.

Thegayguy:"canIjoinforceswithyou,youwillbe



thepersoncateringintheeventsIpreparefor

people"Ismiled

Guy¹:"canImakeyoupersonalchef"Ilaughedwill

takingtheplates

Lwethu:"asizovananekaniyekenuvrou(wewon't

getalongleaveheralone)"Iwentbacktothe

kitchenandtookthesaladtothem

Me:"andthisisBabykalegreensAsianpea...."

Them:"kawumecc(holdonasecondgirl)wedon't

carewhatitis"Ilaughedandwalkedbacktothe

kitchenwiththebiggestsmileonmyface.I

preparedthemainwhichwaswhitebeanpureewith

balsamicglazedlampchops.Thegirlsevenasked

fortherecipethistimetheywerereallyenjoyingmy

food.Iwenttoservethemdessertandyouhada

choicebetweenultimateGooeybrowniesandmint

Oreocake.Theydidn'tevenchoicetheyate

everything.

Lwethu:"okayLwamithisis..."

Luvuyo:"Luvuyosheknowsmebro"



Guy¹:"ThapelobutyoucancallmeTT"

Guy²:"Ayakhayoucancallmesnakes"

Guy³:"Mamber"

Theothers:"hehakeMxolisi"hegavethemadead

stareandwelaughed

guy⁴:"Mihlali"

Guy5:"Siyamthanda"

Girl¹:"Lethabo"

Girl²:"Ziminathi"

Girl³:'Ayola"

Gayguy:"andI'mRethabilebutyoucancallmeRiri

darling"welaughed

Girl⁴:"Minnie"

Theothers:"hehakesihlelinabanthwanaapha

o'minniemouse(wesittingwithkidshere,Minnie

mouse)"welaughed

Girl5:"andlastbutnotleastI'mAyamthanda"

Me:"watshowafananomalumewam(youlooklike



myuncle)"

Aya:"who'sthatuncle?"

Me:"hediedalongtimeago."

Aya:"oohokay"

TT:"ungowakwabaniwena(what'syoursurname)"

Me:"I'mThandolwethuNzungu"

Them:"Nzungu!!"Theylookedatmewith

questioningeye's

.

.
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Everyoneleft.Atthetabletherewastoomuch

tensionIswearyoucouldcutitoutwithaknife.I

hadtotakeLethabohomeimagine.Lemmetell



you'llwhat'sthehistorybehindLethaboandIwell

backinhighschoolshewasingrade8andIwasin

grade11.Weweredatinganditwasaseriousthing

Itookhervirginitywhenshewasingrade9andI

grade12wewereonanotherlevelofhappy.She

wouldgetjealousEverytimesheseesmewith

anothergirl.Shehadsomuchinsecurities.Iended

thingswithherandmovedonquickly.Shedidn't

likethefactthatImovedonquicklywandibambisi

lahlalamthanawathiumithi(shesaidshewas

pregnant).IwassohappyIdumpedmygirlfriend

andwentbacktoher.Snakesoverheadhertalking

toherfriendssayingthatsheisn'tpregnantIdidn't

believehimatfirst.Idecidedthatweshouldgoto

thegynaecologistshedidn'twanttogoshewould

alwaysmakestupidexcuses.That'swhenI

rememberedwhatSnakestoldmeandIconfronted

her.Shetoldmetruthbehindthefakepregnancy

andIendedthingswithher.Idon'twanttoevensee

herandsheisalwaysrighthereinfrontofmewhen

everwearesomewheresheisalwaysnexttome

andthatirritatesthefuckoutofmeIthinkthisis

theperfecttimetotellhertofuckoff.Butsheis



sleepingsoIdecidetoletherbe.Itakemy

cellphoneandconnectittoBluetoothtothecar.I

wanttocallAyaandcheckhowsheis.Meandher

areprettyclose.Icareaboutherlikemylittlesister.

Sheansweredthecallafterthesecondring.

Aya:"tboy"shesaidlaughingsheknowsforafact

thatIdon'tlikethatname.

Me:"I'mnotboyAyaandI'mtellingyouforthelast

time."

Aya:"youwillalwaysbet-boytome"shelaughed

andIchuckled

Me:"Ijustwantedtocheckifyourokayafteryou

knowwhathappened"sheexhaled.

Aya:"yeahI'mfineatleastIwillhavealinktomy

familybutthefactthatshewaschasedawaybyher

motherIdon'tthinkIwillbeabletogetaholdof

them."

Me:"don'tworryeverythingwillworkoutsoon."

Aya:"enoughaboutme.Sotellmewhathappened

betweenyouandLeJoy?"



Me:"soneyabo-itoldhereverything-"shewas

laughingallthistime

Her:"butthathappenedalongtimeagot-boy.You

shouldforgiveher.Shewasjustinlovewithyou.

Youcan'texpecthertobefineaboutyoumovingon

sofast.Butnayeshewaswrongforfoolingyou."

Me:"tshiandyou'llexpectmetodatehernow.Rhaa

never.Andpointofcorrectionshewasstillis

Obsessedaboutme."Shechuckled

Aya:"Irestmycase"

Me:"Iwillwakeheruprightnowandtellhertoleave

mealone"

Aya:"butyouwillhurtthepoorgirl"

Me:"shealsohurtmewhatdoyouexpectmetodo"

Aya:"asIhavesaidbeforeIrestmycase"she

laughedwebidgoodbyes.Iwakeupthisonenext

tome.

Lethabo:"mhh"shewassocoldit'slikesheheard

myconversationwithAyabutIwilltellherhowI

feel.



Me:"Iwantedtotellyouth..."

Lethabo:"it'sfineIgetthemessageyoudon'twant

meanymore"

Me:"don'ttakethisinabadwayb.."

Lethabo:"juststopthecarIknowyouwantnothing

todowithmeIwillcallacab."

Me:"butweareinthemiddleofnowhere"

Lethabo:"lookidon'tcarejuststopthecarorIwill

jumpout"

Me:"areyouseriousrightnow"shetemptedtoopen

thedoor

Me:"okayfineI'mstopping"

Lethabo:"okaythankyou."I'mnotgoingtoleaveher

hereIjustwanttoseewhatsheisgoingtodo.Me

andhermightnotgetalongbutIcareabouther.

SheopenedthedoorgotoutandtookherbagIsaw

atruckcomingbybutshewassofocusedinthecar.

Sheturnedaround.

Me:"Lethabothetruck!!"IguessIwastolatecause

thetruckhitheralready.Iquicklygotoutofthecar



andrantoherside.Shehadsomuchbloodcoming

outofher.IcriedcaringherinsidethecarIspeed

offtothenearesthospitaltellIcouldn'tevendrive

properly.Iwascryingallthewaythe.Iliftherup.

LeavingthecardoorsopenIdidn'tcareaboutthem

allIcaredaboutwasLethaboatthispoint.

.
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Iwantedtoperformthesurgeryonmyownbutthe

doctorsdidn'tallowmetotheysaidIdon'twork

here.IforgottotellyouthatI'maRheumatologist.I

calledeveryonetocometothehospital.Ialsohave

toinformherfamily.Itookherphoneandlookedfor



afamilymemberbutdidn'tseeanymotherorfather

thereIsaw'lilbro'.Heansweredthecallbutthere

wasmusiconthebackground.Everyonecame.

Them:"whathappened"Inarratedthestorytothem.

Zimi:"Lethaboandherstubbornnessmara"

Mamber:"thisisnottheperfecttimetopoint

fingers"

Riri:"haveyouinformedherbrother."

Me:"Itriedtobuttherewasloudmusicattheback

ground."

Siya:"weshouldgocheckuponhim"

Snakes:"judgingfromhislocationhisatthehouse."

Me:"IshouldgothereIneedsomefreshair"

Ayola:"youreyesarebloodyredbrowhileyoube

abletodrive?"

Theothers:"yeah"

Me:"I'LLmefine!!"Isnapped.

Me:"juststayhereandinformmewhensheis



awake."Istormedout.Isomehowfilllikeit'smy

faultthatsheisfightingforherlife.Ishouldhave

givenheranotherchance.Ishouldhaveatleast

showedherinterest.IguessIlovedherchasing

aftermenowthatsheisfightingforherlifeI

realizednowhowmuchIloveherbutIwasignoring

thatfeeling.ShehastowakeupsothatIcanmake

hermineagain.Ihopeshewillbeabletoforgiveme

forallthosebadthingsIsaidtoher.Didthingshave

toturnoutthiswayformetorealizehowmuchI

loveher.IscreamedoutandbrokedownasI

parkedmycarinfrontofherhouse.Ipulledmyself

together.Ilookedatthehouseanditlookslikehis

Lilbroishavingapartyforreal.Itookoutmygun

underthepassengerssitandtherewasbloodall

overthesit.Ibrokedownagain.Ipulledmyself

togetherbeforetakingthegun.It'shardtogetdrunk

peopleoutofthehouse.Iwentinandwentstraight

tothedj.

Me:"execimaleKakayomculo(switchofthisshit

music)"doyouthinkhelistenedtome.Itookout

mygunandshowedittohimhequicklyswitched



offthemusic.Bloodyasshole.

Thecrowd:"haaa"

:"Hainton'ngokuwenaNeo(whatisitwithyouNeo)

don'tyouwantthisjobdarn?"Thisneoguyliftup

hishands.Likehisgivingup.

Me:"hollaiphilelaitiyalapha(whereisthelilboy

fromthishouse)"

Thesameboy:"sudeundibizeilaitiklkta(don'tcall

meaboy)"

Me:"thepartyisovernowgetthefuckout."

:"ChomiiehisTTtheoneyourcrushingonIwonder

wereishisfriendSiya"bloodyhoe's

Theboy:"thisismypartydawg"Itookoutmygun.

Me:"Ihaterepeatingmyselfgetthefuckout."They

allwentoutrunningandtheboywasstandingthere

amazed.

Him:"didLethabosendyouhere.Couldn'tshedeal

withmeherself.Shelikestothinkthatsheismy

mother.Myparentsdiedalongtimeago."



Me:"ungratefulbrat"

Him:"mxm.TellherthatIwanttotheclub"he

temptedtogo.Icrackedmygun.

Me:"hola,sitthefuckdownordoyouwanttoland

atthehospital.Icanarrangethatfast."Hesatdown

acrossme.

Me:"baniGamalakho(what'syourname)?"

Him:"Sizwe"hegavemeattitude.Mxm.

Me:"whyareyoutalkingbadaboutyoursisterdo

knowthethingsshedoesforyoutosurvivetomake

endsmeetwithyouyessheisn'tyourmotherbut

sheistryingherbesttomakeyourlifebetter.Yet

yourheardoingparties.Icanimaginetheother

thingsyoudobehindherback.Shealsolosther

parentssheisalsofightingforherfuckenlifeand.."

hewentsoberinasecond.Hehadtearsinhiseyes.

Him:"whatdoyoumeanwhenyousaysheis

fightingforherlife?"

Me:"IthoughtyouheardmewhenIsaidsheis

fightingforherlife.Sheistheonlypersonyourleft



withyetyoustilltreatherliketrash.Youso

ungratefulyouhaveshelter,food,clothes,etc.You

cannamethembutyoustillselfishbygivinghera

hardtime.Doyouthinkaboutherfeelingshowshe

feels.Nocauseyouthinkaboutyourbloodyself.I

wonderwhatyouwilldowhenshediesinthatbedI

betyouwillbecomeadrunkard.Justbegrateful

andstopbeingungratefulatleastyouhave

someonewhotakescareofyou.Somepeopledon't

evenhavewhatyouhaveandyoubusycryinghere

thatsheisn'tyourfuckenmother.Atleastshecares

aboutyoushewantswhat'sbestforyouandyou

ca..."Don'taskmewherethatallcameFrom.Ijust

sawthatthisboyisgivingLethaboproblemsand

theyaredealingwithalotsoIactedoutasifIknow

everything.

Him:"juststopokayjust..stop"hesaidwithafaint

voicehewasreallybrakingdownlikehewascrying

forreal.IthinkIknockedsomesenseintohim.

Me:"stopcryinglikeyoucarewhenallyoucare

aboutisyourselfifyoulovedyoursisteryou

wouldn'tbedisrespectingherlikethisyourselfish



i'msureifsheisbackyouwillbegivingherahard

timeagainstopitwiththesefaketears."Sometimes

youhavetospeakrudelytosomeonetogivethem

theirsensesback.

Him:"Iloveher,sheismyeverything,Icareabout

her,IpromiseyouIwillstopdoingbadthingsand

bethestarboyshehasalwaysseeninme.I'M

sorryfortreatingherbadly."Hesaidsincerely.Ifelt

thepainbehindhisvoice.Myphonebeepeditwasa

messagefromCagetellingmeLethaboisincoma

sheissafe.

Me:"I'mnottheonewhoyoushouldbeapologizing

to.ThatpersonisComanow."Henoddedcrying.

Me:"goandfechaclothorsomethingandlet'sgoto

yoursister."Hejoggedupstairs.Lethabonever

sharedwithusthatsheisgoingthroughthispainful

journey.Shealwayshasthatpowersmile.Starting

fromnowonIwilltreatherlikethequeensheis.

Someoneclearedhisthroat.Ilookedupafter

pullingmyselftogether.

Him:"Grootman,hereisthecloth"Inodded.We



walkedoutafterhelockedthedoor.Itookthecloth

fromhimandwipedthecarsit.HesteppedinIalso

steppedin.

Me:"putyoursafetybeltoncauseboy.Thiswillbe

thefastestcaryoueverhadarideon."Hechuckled.

ThandidwhatIaskedhimtodo.Idroveofffastto

thehospitalwhenwearrivedtherehequickly

rushedtothedustbinandvomited.Alcohol.I

laughedandgavehimabottleofwatertorinsehis

mouth.

Me:"tywalasoyintangayakho(alcoholain'tforyou)

youshouldstopdrinking"henodded.Wewalkedin

thehospital.

Him:"Ididn'tcatchyourname"

Me:"diliphosileumnadarn(didIthrowit)?"We

laughed.

Me:"justjokingI'mThapelobutyoucancallmeTT"

henodded.

Him:"mindstartingafresh"

Me:"Idon'tmind"weshakingourhandssmiling



Me:"stopthatshityourdoingitain'tcoolyoulook

likeasmartboy"hesmiled

Him:"IwillIpromise"wewenttotheward.Cage

alreadytoldmeweretheyare.Wewentthereshe

wassleepingsopeacefulwithscaresalloverher

beautifulface.Iwantedtobreakdownbutnotknow

IhavetobestrongforSizwe.

Me:"chillbroshewillbealright"henoddedthanwe

steppedin.Sizwerushedtohissister.Weallleftthe

roomgivinghimsometimetohersister.Iwillcome

backlaterforherwheneveryoneisgoneIwillbe

spendingthenighthere.Ilovethatwomanafterall.

.
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Lateronwehadtogohometheladiesdidn'twant

toleavetheirfriendherebuttheguyssaidthey



mustresttheywillcomeinthemorning.Afteri

madesurethatSizweissafeIwenttomyhouseto

changemyt-shirtandworemywarmhoodie.Iwent

toMacDonaldtobuyaburgerI'msofamished.I

boughttheburgerandsatdownsothatIcaneat

beforegoingbacktothehospital.Iatewhilelooking

atthestolenpicturesLethabotakeswithmeand

theylookawesome.Istillhaveherphonewithme

remember.Ialsowentthroughherotherpictures

andtheyalsolookedgreat.Isentthestolen

picturestomycellphoneandsomeofherpictures

too.Ipostedthestolenonesonallmysocialmedia

accountsthanloggedout.Iwipedthetearsfrom

myeyes.Ifinishedmyburger.WhenIstoodupmy

eyeswentstraighttoAyamthandaandshewas

walkingwithagrown.ishladyandman.Butwhatis

shedoinghereatthistimeisn'tshesupposetobe

withSiya.Butshewaswearingdifferentclothes

now.That'sawkward.Theywentout.Icouldn'teven

gotoherIwasstilldigestingwhatIsaw.Iwillask

herinthemorningwhenIseeher.Iwenttothe

hospitalstillwonderingwhatAyawasdoingthere

orI'mjustimaginingthings.YesIam.Gottothe



hospitaltowhereLethabowasIfirsthadtobribe

thenurseandaskhertolockthedoorformeand

shedid.Shewasactuallyflirtingwithme.Istood

nexttoLethaboandholdherhand.

Me:"LethaboI'msorryIshouldn'thaveletyouget

outofthecaryouwouldn'tbesleepinginthisbed.I

knowyouprobablywantnothingtodowithme.But

Iwanteverythingtodowithyounow.Let'sstart

overandhaveababyforrealthistime"Isaid

laughingthroughtears

Me:"Ineverknewyouhaditinyoutosayyour

pregnantjusttobewithme.AmIthathotdarn.But

idon'tblameyouweweresoinloveatthattime.

Lemmetellyousomethingafterwhatyou.DidI

neverhadagirlfriend.CauseallIdidwasthink

aboutyou.Itriedtounloveyoubutthefeelingsare

tostrong.WhenIsawyouatAya'splaceapartof

mewastohappybutIdidn'twanttoshowit.Iloved

howyouwerechasingmearoundandirritatingthe

fuckoutofme.WakeupImissyourcraziness.

WherewillIfindanothercrazyassgirlfriendlike

you.YesyourmygirlfriendnowIdon'tcareifyou



don'thavefeelingsformeanymore.Wewilljust

sharemine-chuckles-.Pleasewakeupsothatwe

canbethecrazycoupleofall.Ievenpostedthe

stolenpicturesyoutookandsaidyourmygirlfriend.

PleasewakeupLethaboifnotformethanforSizwe

hestillneedstomakeyouproud."Itookofmy

shoesandgotinbedwithher.

Me:"whenyouwakeIwillbuyusahospitalIheard

thatyoualsodidadegreeinmedicine.Itwillbe

Calledthe'ViceNetcare'becauseyouwillsoonbe

MrsVice.Wewillrunthehospitaltogether.Just

wakeupandyouwillseebyyourself.Iloveyouso

muchpleasewakeup."Ikissedherforehead.Than

fallasleep.

.

.

.

Siyamthanda

It'sbeenquietawhilehey.I'Msureyou'llmissed

me.Wellyou'llknowthatI'mmarriednow.I'mso

happythatI'mfinallymarriedtotheLoveOfMyLife.



Iremembervowingtoneverfallinloveagainbut

lookatmenowIevenhaveason.Iguess

unplannedthingsarealwaysthebest.Ijusthope

thatwewillbeinhoneymoonphaseforeverbut

you'llnowhowlifeis.Lifeisnotabedfullofroses.

ButIlivetomakemysonandmywifehappyandI

willmakesurethattheyarealwayshappy.WellI

amafulltimecharteredaccountantnow.I'mso

happythatIfinallybecamewhatIalsowantedtobe.

Ihaven'ttalkedtoAyaaboutwhatThandolwethu

toldus.Weweredistractedbywhathappenedto

Lethabo.Hopethatshewillbefine.I'Mgladthat

sheisoutofdangernowhopethatshewakesup

soon.It'skillingThapelothatsheisfightingforher

life.Ididtellyou'llthatTTisstillinlovewith

LethaboIdon'tknowwayithadtoturnoutthisway

forhimtoactuallyrealizehowmuchhelovesher.

ButanyniggawouldhavedonewhatTTdid.Hope

thatLethabowillwakeupsothatmyguycanshow

himsomeloveagain.Iwasinbedwithmywifenow

wejustplacedChumaniinbed.

Me:"I'mhappythatwearefinallymarried"Isaid



lookingatmyweddingring.

She:"metoohey.I'mreallyhappybaby."Shesaid

smilingshowingherdimple.

Me:"Iloveyouokay?"

Her:"Iloveyoutoosthandwa."

Me:"sentliziyoyam"welaughed.Shebitherlower

lip.Ismirked.Wehadsexthewholenight.

.
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Thandolwethu

Thingsdidn'tendthewaythatIhopedtheywould.

Atleasttheylovedmyfood.I'Mstillwonderingwhy

theyaskedaboutmysurnamebutLwethuwasn't



heretogivemeanswers.Hewenttothehospital.I

didn'twanttogo.IliedandsaidI'mtired.It'snot

likewearefriendsanyway.Theyseemlikenice

people.Iwokeuplikeanyothermorninganddidmy

dailyroutine.Iwenttothekitchentomake

breakfast.IdidpaptodaysinceIwasn'tinthemood

ofoutdoingmyself.Ihavealreadytookoutclothes

forLwethu.SoIdidn'tworryaboutthat.Isetupthe

table.Lwethuhastiming.Causehecameoutand

heishandsomeasalways.Ipreferhiminsuitsthan

anyotherclothes.Hehasthat...Ialsodon'tknow

butyeahhishandsome.I'MgratefulthatImethim.

Ifitwasn'tforhimwewouldbetalkinganother

storynow.

Him:"youshouldrathertakeapicturetheylast

longer"Isnappedoutofmythoughts.

Me:"goodmorningtoyoutoo."

Him:"goodmorninghowdidyousleep."

Me:"sleptwellandyou"

Him:"besidesLethabo'sissueyeahIsleptfine"I

noddedandgavehimhisbreakfast.Ialsowantto



sitdown.

Him:"nothingspecialtoday"

Me:"youmustlearnnottogettheuseofthings.

WhatwillyoudowhenI'mgone"

Him:"whosaidyourleaving."

Me:"Ican'tstaywithyoumywholelifewhenIhave

enoughmoneyIwillmakealeavingoutofmylife."

Him:"whatifIdecidetowifeyou?"Ilookedathim

shocked.

Him:"thinkaboutit."Hestoodupandgavemea

peckonmyforehead.

Him:"haveagreatday"

Me:"youtoo"hesmiledandwalkedout.Iwasstill

shockedaboutwhathesaid.Yeahhisactions

showedthathehasathingformebutInevertook

himseriouslyImeanlikewhowouldloveagirllike

me.I'mastreetgirlafterall.Idon'tknowwhatlove

feelslike.I'mnotusedtothatfeeling.Idon'tknow

whatIhaveforLwethubutyeah.Icleanedaround

thehouse.Watchedmyfavoriteshows-cooking



showes-.LateronIprepareddinner.Hesentmea

texttellingmehewillcomehomelateIshouldn't

waitforhim.Iatemyfood.Andplacedhisinthe

oven.Iwashedthedishes.IsawthatFastand

FuriouswillbeplayingsoItookoutapacketof

popcornalongsidewithpeanuts,biltongandjuice.I

watchedthewholemovie.Anditwasactuallygreat

IlovecarslikewheneverIseeafastcarIbecome

happy.Iswitchedoffthelightsthanwalkedtobed.I

tookofmyclothesandworemynightdress.Islept.

Ifeltsomeonegettinginbedwithme.Iquickly

wokeuptolookwhoitis.Thepersonplacedmeon

topofhimagain.ItwasLwethuIknowhiscologne.

Him:"shh"Irelaxed.

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere"

Him:"couldn'tsleep."

Me:"mmhokay.Ihavebeenmeaningtoask?"

Him:"yeahask"

Me:"whydideveryoneactshockedwhentheyheard

mysurname."



Him:"youseeAya?"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"SheisalsoaNzungu"

Me:"thatexplainswhyshelookslikemyuncle."

Him:"isitthefirsttimeyoumeetingAya"

Me:"maybeIdon'tknowtheonlypersonIremember

ismyuncleIwasstillsmallattime"

Him:"stillare"Ihithischestplayfullyandhe

laughed.

Him:"youareqa"

Me;"andyourold"Isaidlaughing

Him:"haveyouseenagrownassmanhotlikeme."

Me:"don'tflatteryourself"heheldhischest

Him:"I'mhurtyousaidInothot"Ilaughed

Me:"didyouhearmetellingyouthat.Causethose

areyourownwords"

Him:"justadmittedthatI'mhot.Andstopplaying

around."



Me:"whatever"hechuckled

Him:"youhavelonghair"hesaidstrokingmyhair.

Wewerecuddlingnow.

Me:"howwoulddreadslookonme?I'mtiredof

combingthemorshortcutnyana?"

Him:"don'ttheysuityouperfectlyfineyouwillbe

uglywhenyoudodreadsorshorthair.Whowill

wantauglygirlfriend."Iheldmychest.Helaughed

Me:"I'mhurt"

Him:"don'tworryIwillbetheretoloveyouwhenyou

areugly.Uglygirlfriendsarethebestyoudon'thave

toworryaboutsomeonewantingyourgirlfriendor

not.Tomelooksdon'tmatteraslongasthereis

loveandaffection."Welaughed

Me:"soyouwouldlovesomeoneeveniftheyare

ugly?"Welaughed

Him:"yeahwhynottheyarealsohumansthey

deservelove.Okaysoimaginethatyourinan

accidentyougetburntbyyourface.Andyourface

isrearrangedyouturntobebad.Iwon'tstoploving



youaslongasyourthesamepersonIfallinlove

with.Yourprettymuchthesametomeit'sjustthat

yourappearancehaschanged.Youmustnever

judgeabookbyitscover.Thelessgoodlooking

guysarealwaysthebestcomparedtousgreat

lookingguys.Theyhavegenuineheartsthanus.

ButIneversaidthatIdon'thavegenuineheartI'm

realastheycomesthandwa."Hechuckled.AndI

smile.

Me:"haindakuvake(Ihearyou).Yourlittlemanis

pokingme."Ishifteduncomfortably.Helaughed.

Him:"dealwithwhatyouhavedonewomanandithi

Ninanizimbokoto(you'llarestones)"Ilaughedand

healsolaughed.

Me:"yourfullofjoke's.CanIfeelhim"Iwasreally

curious

Him:"zobayidisasteryonkelennto(thiswillbea

disaster).Lemmeswitchonthelights."Hestoodup

andswitchedthemon.Isatupstraight.Hecameto

sitnextme.Hetookoffhisboxerssincehewas

wearingthem.



Him:"Bambake(holdit)"fuckhewasbig.I

swallowed.HelaughedasIhadmyeyesfixedon

hiscock.

Him:"utshobaawufunicozndagodolaumna(say

soifyoudon'twantto,I'mgettingcold)"

Me:"okaysunxama(wait)"Isatontopofhim.I

touchedhiscockandhesmirked,bloodyfool.I

gavehimstrokesasscaredasIwasbutIdid.He

groaned.

He:"Tha..ndo...lw...am"hesaidwithafaintvoice

withhiseyesclosed.IstoppeddoingwhatIwas

doingashewasbecominghard.

Him:"whydidyoustop"hehadbloodyredeye.

Me:"yourbecomingharderandIdon'twanttomake

youmorehardercauseIwon'tbeabletosolvethe

problem."

Him:"andyouwon'tbeabletonowgetupsothatI

cantakeacoldshowertogetridofthemessyou

made."HechuckledandIgiggled.Igotoffhimand

hewalkedtotheshowerbuttnaked.Ilaughedat

himandheshowedmethemiddlefinger.



Me:"sentlimpundu(youhaveabeautifulbutt)"I

saidlaughinghealsojoinedin

Him:"mbonya"Ilaughed

.

.

.

Siyamthanda

IwokeupsinceIfelteye'sonme.Mybeautifulwife

wasstartingatmesmiling.Ireturnedthesmilethan

closedmyeyes.Shepartedmylipsusingher

tongue.Ishouldstopteachinghernastythinks

causeshenowknowshowtoturnmeoninstantly.

Shebitmylowerlipsoftly.Ikissedher.Wekissed

foralongasstime.Iwasabouttogoontopofher.

Her:"noI'minchargetoday."Shesaidinaseductive

way.Ialsolaiddown.Shefirstwentformyneck

whiletakingofmyboxers.Shegavemestrokes

beforegivingmeablowjob.IswearIwasgoing

crazyshegivesthebestblowjobsever.Icumstill

inhermouth.Sheswallowedbeforecomingtokiss



me.Iwasactuallyhappythatsheswallowedthem

that'sthebestfeelingever.Sheinsertedherself.We

hadmanyroundsbeforedoingoutdailyroutine.

TodayI'mtheonebathingChumaniandsheis

makingbreakfastforus.Wetaketurns.Tome

those'wifemustdoallthehouseduties'Don't

matterinmyworld.Weareinthistogethersowhy

notdoeverythingtogetherthan.Ilovehelpingmy

wifearound.IgottoChumani'sroomandhewas

suckinghisthumb.Lookingattheceiling.Iwonder

whatheisthinkingabout.Ichuckled

Me:"Chumani"helookedatme

Him:"dada-tata-"

Me:"izovasandoda(comeandwashboy)"Itook

himashewasclappinghishandsItookoffhis

clothes.Imadeabathforhim.Ididhisdailyroutine

thanwentdownstairs.Withusplayingonthestairs.

Hewaslaughinghisintestinesout.Heendedup

havinghiccups.Iplacedasmallpaperonhis

foreheadandmadehimdrinkwater.Wesatdown

onthetable.



Me:"sowhenareyougoingtotalktoThandosince

itseemslikeyourcousin's"

Her:"IwillwhenIseeherorIwillgotoTailors

apartment"

Me:"youshouldgothererather."

Her:"whenI'mnotgoingtoschoolIwill.todayIhave

togotothehospitaltoLeJoyIjusthopethatshe

willbefine."

Me:"Lethaboisastrongwoman babydon'tworry

everythingwillbefine"sheexhaledthannodded.

Her:"areyoualsogoingtothehospital?"

Me:"yeahbeforeIgotoworkIhavetocheckonTT.

Hedidn'tlookfineyesterday."

Her:"let'stogetherthanIwilltakeacabbackorwait

foryourlunchtime"

Me:"Iwouldratherfetchyouonmyown."She

nodded.Wefinishedhavingbreakfastoveraslight

conversation.Weplacedthedishesinthe

dishwasher.ItookChumani'sbag.Wefirstdropped

himoffathiscrechethanwenttothehospital.We



gottothewardandeveryonewasstandingoutside

Lethabo'sward.Ayaheldmetightlywegottothe

guys

Me:"what'sgoingon?"

Cage:"thedoorislockedfromtheinsideandwe

can'tgetin."

Aya:"whereisTT."

Zimi:"histheonewholockedcauseheisinsideand

sleeping,bloodyfool"wechuckled.

Aya:"didyouguystrytocallhim?"

Them:"oohthat"

Riri:"IwillcallhimonLethabo'sphonewhileoneof

youcallhimonhissothatabenokotuka(he

becomesfrightened)"

Mamber:"Iwillcallhim."Nyaniitheydid.Wotuka

(frightened).Welaughedathim.Herubbedhiseyes.

hegotofthebedanddisappearedsomewhere.I

thinkthebathroom.Hecamebackafter10minutes.

Heopenedthedoor.

Ayola:"youevenlockedyourselfhere.Yourmad



abouthernow."Shesaidlaughingwealsolaughed.

TT:"mxm"welaughedaswesurroundedLethabo's

bed.Ihopeshewillbefine.

TT:"lemmegoknowIwillseeyou'llatthe

afternoon."

Us:"shontwana"hetookhisthingsthanstoppedat

thedoor

TT:"oohandsorryaboutsnappingatyouyesterday"

Us:"weunderstandwhyyoudid"hechuckledand

walkedout.Wesatthereincomfortablesilence

lookingatLethabo.Meandmybro'swenttowork

leavingthegirlsthere.

.

.

.

TT

Iwalkedoutthehospitalandwenttomyhouse.I

firstmademyselfsomethingtoeat.Iatewatching

TVortheTVwaswatchingmecauseIwasthinking



aboutLethabo.ShereallyhastowakeupsothatI

canshowherhowmuchIloveher.AndIhopeit

isn'ttoolate.Ididmydailyroutinethanwentto

Lethabo'shouse.IwantedtocheckuponSizwe.He

hasbecamemyresponsibilitynowthatLethabois

atthehospital.Igotthereandknocked.Hecameto

openafter5minuteshewaswearingagown.He

lookedlikehejustwokeup.Igotinandwenttothe

lounge.Healsocametothelounge.

Me:"hey,howareyoutoday?"

Him:"I'mtryingtobeok"

Me:"whydidn'tyougotoschool?"

Him:"Idon'twanttogobacktothatschool.Iwantto

startafreshinanewschool,newenvironment"

Me:"howwillyougetschoolatthistimeoftheyear

it'sFebruary"

Him:"Iwillaskforatransfer.ButIstillhavetowait

formysister'sapproval.Andyourwillhelpmein

convincingher."Hechuckled,Ialsodid

Me:"youshouldlearntoaskdawgyoucan'tjusttell



methatplusmeandyoursisterstillneedstofix

things"

Him:"butIthoughtyouwereherboyfriendor

something"Ilaughed

Me:"weusedtodatebackinhighschool.Wandi

bambisilahlasisterwakhobra(yoursisterfooled

mebra)"

Him:"mysisterwouldneverdothat."Welaughed

Me:"youbetterbelieveitIdon'twanttotellyouwhat

shedid.Butsheisallgrownupnow."Ichuckledmy

phonerangitwasAya.

Her:"t-boy"

Me:"uzokhalaAyamthandauyeva(Ayamthanda

youwillcry)"shelaughedandIchuckled.

Her:"youbetterrushtothehospitalcauseLeJoy

wokeupscreamingyourname"

:"V'TSEKsuxokaMakaChustar(don'tlie)"thatwas

Lethabo.Theylaughed.

Me:"issheawake?"



Aya:"hehakeyouevenheardhervoice"theylaughed

Me:"I'llbetherein5minutes"Iswitchedoffmy

phoneandlookedatSizwehewasgivingme

questioningeye's.

Me:"ifIwereyouIwouldbedonebathingnowand

beonmywaytothehospitaltoseemysister."I

saidwiththewidestsmile

Him:"issheawake"

Me:"youhave2minutesbroorelseI'mleavingyou

here."

Him:"issh.."

Me:"1minute40seconds"Isaidlookingatmy

watch.Heranupstairs.Ichuckled.

.

.
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.

TT

WewenttothehospitalnoSizwe.IfirstaskedAya

inwhichwardsheisnowandshetoldme.Wegot

thereandshehadabrokenlegandarm.Sizwe

quicklyrantohissister.Everyonewashere.

Lethabo:"ouchSizweyourhurtingme."

Sizwe:"oohsorrysisIjustmissedyousomuch."

Lethabo:"youmissedme?"Shewasshockedbyhis

statement.

Sizwe:"yesIdid.Bhutt'TTknockedsomesenseinto

meIguess."Weallchuckled

Sizwe:"pleasepromisetoneverleavemealone

again."

Lethabo:"IpromiseyouIwon'tLeaveyou."He

kissedherforehead.

Aya:"nankuket-boyuvukesithiThapelo-shecopied

hervoice-(heresheist-boyshewokeupsaying

Thapelo)"wealllaughed.



Lethabo:"mxmAyaislyingguys"

Riri:"Nambendikhonangekeulingeuphikeubengu

Mikeapha(Iwasalsoheredon'tevendaredenyit

andbeMike)"welaughed.

Mamber:"kubekoloMikewasolokoukalazangaya

(thanthere'sthisMikeyouralwayscomplaining

about)"welaughed

Us:"tchi"wewerestilllaughing

Siya:"noskeamadump.eqasidikiwekuvanano

Mikethina(youshouldratherdumphimwearesick

andtiredofhearingaboutMike)"

Us:"tch"welaughed

Riri:"a.aneguysdon'ttakelikeI'mnothere.Ontop

ofthatyoutalkingaboutmyproblemswitha16

yearoldinthebuilding"hefrownedwelaughedat

him.

Sizwe:"myearsareclosed"hesaidclosingthem.

Welaughed.Thedoctorcame.

Her:"sorrytospoilthefunbutvisitinghoursare

over."



Cage:"veleyouspoiledourfun."Welaughed.Weall

walkedoutitwasalreadylateatnightnowI'mjust

goingtodropSizweandgobacktothehospital.I

droppedhimoff.

Me:"behave."

Him:"yeahshoTaTT.Anddon'tforgettotellher

aboutmyrequest."

Me:"wewilltalktoherTomorrowaboutthat.I'Mnot

theonewhowantstogotoanotherschoolafterall."

Hefrowned.Ichuckled

Me:"okayIwilltalktoher."

Him:"enkosstaTT(thankyou)"Inoddedandwent

backtothehospital.Ibribedthenursesagain.

Lethabowaslookingatthewhiteceiling.Deepin

herthoughts.Itookapictureofhercauseshe

lookedcute.Imadeitmywallpaper.

Her:"Ihopeyoutookapicturetheylastlonger."I

wasstaringather.

Me:"yeahidid.Astolenonelikeyoualwaysdo."

Her:"what!!Youwentthroughmyphone."



Me:"what'swrongwearedatingmoc."Isaid

laughingshealsolaughed.Iwenttoclimbonthe

bed.

Her:"oneminuteyoucoldtowardsmethenextyou

intome.Entlekwhatdoyouwant."

Me:"Iwantmycrazygirlfriendfromhighschool."

Her:"youcan'tblamemethough.Yousaidit

yourself."

Me:"youheardmewhenIwastalkingtoyou."

Her:"yesIdid.Broyouevencried."Shesaid

laughing"butIdon'tblameyouI'mhot."Weboth

laughed.

Me:"nowyoutakingmyline's."

Her:"Ialsoheardyoutalkingaboutrealbabiesanda

Hospitalthatwewillruntogether."Shegiggled.

Me:"oohboynowIhavetobuyaHospitalandgive

youkids."

Her:"andyoubetterkeepyourpromise.I'mstillmad

atyouthoughforallthosethingsyousaidabout

me."



Me:"haiboIthoughtyouforgavemeaftereverything

Ihavedoneforyou.Ievenslepthere.EvenbetterI

knockedsomesenseintoyourbrother."Isaid

laughing

Her:"Ineverknewyouhaditinyou.ButIdidn'task

you."Shelaughed

Me'"mxmI'Mgoinghome."

Her:"noyournotafterchasingyouforsolongyou

wanttoleaveagain."

Me:"youareangryatmeklk.Iwillcomebackwhen

yournot."

Her:"Iforgiveyouke."Ilaughed

Me:"good.Butloveditwhenyouchasingafterme.It

waskindacute."

Her:"manhoe"Ilaughed.

Me:"what?"

Her:"asshole"welaughed

Me:"Iloveyoutoobaby."Isaidkissingher.She

respondedtothekiss.Webrokeit.



Her:"stillagoodkisserIsee"Ichuckledandshe

giggled.

Me:"Ifitwasn'tforyourlegandarm.Iwouldhave

fuckedyoubynow."Shesmirked

Me:"pleasedon't"

Her:"youwillbedoingeverythingbyyourself."

Me:"Iwantustodoeverythingtogetherit'stomuch

workfor1person."Ilaughed

Her:"mxm"

Me:"howisyourlegandarmbytheway."

Her:"theyhurtjustalittlebutIwillmanageandI'm

gettingdischargedin2days.AsmuchasIlove

beingadoctorIdon'tlovebeingapatient."

Me:"youandmeusbothBaby.Ohhsizweaskedme

toaskifhecanattendanotherschool.Hesaidhe

wantstobeinanewenvironment.Hewantstobe

thestarboyyouknow."

Her:"IwilllookforaschoolwhenI'moutofhere."I

nodded.



Me:"Iloveyouokay."Ikissedherforehead

Her:"Iloveyoutoo."Wespokethewholenighttill

shefeltasleep.

.

.

.

.

Ayamthanda

-2dayslater-

WeallwenttofetchLethaboatthehospitaland

wenttospurforlunch.

Cage:"heebesesifau'TTnguweLethabo(TTwas

dieingwithoutyouLethabo)"welaughedandTT

showedhimhismiddlefinger.

LeJoy:"leavemybabyaloneLuvuyo.Anddealwith

Ayolanexttoyou."

Ayola:"whereismeisenter?"Welaughed.

Riri:"don'tcopymyEng..."Hisphonerang



Riri:"Ihavetotakethis"hestoodupandtookhis

bag.Hewentout

Mamber:"thisiswrongI'mtheonlyonesinglehere."

Welaughed

Tailor:"metobro.Let'sratherleavethelovebirds."

Me:"speakingaboutthatIhavetogotoThando

today."Theystoodupandleft.

Zimi:"IwonderwereRiriislemmegocheckupon

him."

Snakes:"it'snotsafeoutherebabylemme

accompanyyou."Theyalsostoodupandleft.

TT:"babyyouhavetoresti'msureSizwehasbeen

waitingforyouwestillhavetofindaschoolfor

him."Theyalsostoodup.

Cage;"letmehelpyouwiththebags"

Ayola:"Iwillgowithyoubaby."Theyallstoodup

andleft.Itwasmeandmybabynow.

Us:"holdonasecondtheyprankedus."We

chuckledunbelievably.



Siya:"bloodytraitorsIwillgetthemforthis."

Me:"nowewillgetthembaby."Thewaitresscame

withbill.

Us:"5000rrhaabazonyaaba"wepaidandwantto

theparkinglot.Theywereallstandingthere

laughing.

Lethabo:"I'msorryfriend."

Us:"mxm"weendeduplaughingtoobutwewillstill

getthemforthis.IdroppedSiyaathisworkplace

sincewewereusingmycar.Ionlyhavealearner's

license.Stillworkingongettingadriver'slicense.I

wasgoingtoTailorsapartmentIwanttotalktomy

cousin.Istoppedattherobots.Andsomeone

bumpedintomycar.Ooh'xowam.Iplacedmy

headonthestaringwheel.Igotoutfuming.Iwent

tocheckmycar.ThepersonalsogotofthecarasI

waslookingatthecarwithmyhandsontopofmy

head.

:"I'msosorryIpromiseIwillcoverallthecosts."

Me:"veleyouaregoingtopayforthecosts.Whyare

youevendrivingifyoucan'tdrivebloo..."Iturnedto



lookather.Shelookedexactlylikeme.

Us:"kuthakathwanaseminingokuumtuUzibona

kabinihaimandihambe(thereiswitchcraftin

daylight.Peoplestartseeingthemselvestwice.

Lemmego)"webothclimbedinourcars.Irubbed

myeyesandwentoutagainshealsocameout.

Us:"youismemeisyou."Welookedateachother

shocked.Iwalkedbacktomycaranddroveoff.

.

.
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Ayabonga.

MynameisAyabongaJones.Mymother'snameis

NompheloJonesandmyfatherisVusumziJones.

I'M30yearsold.WellIdoMechanicalengineering.

Prettyawkwardright.ButIlovegettingmyhands



dirty.Andthoseblueoverallssuitsmeyou'llshould

seemewhenIcreatethingsfromspacecraftto

microscalesensorsandcarparts.Ijustlovemyjob.

Familywise,whatcanIsaybesidesmyownfather

makingmylifeandmotherslifemiserable.I

sometimesaskmywhytreatsuslikesheepthat

mustfollowhisorders.Hechangedandshowedus

histruecolorsin2years.Justnotsolongaagowe

werehappilyliving.OrshouldIrathersayIwas

happilylivingcauseonmymother'ssideitlooks

likeshehasbeengoingthroughthisforyears.He

alwayshasawayonsatisfyinghimselfonme.Like

whothefuckdoesthat.Whorapeshisown

daughter.OntopofthatwhenhefoundoutIwasno

longeravirginwhenthisallstartedhebeatthehell

outofme.Andhedoesallofthesethingsinfrontof

mother.Healwaystiesherupandmakeherwatch.

Hedoeswhathedoeswhenheseesustalkingto

anothermanormanarelookingatas.He

sometimeskillthemwiththisonegun.I'msickand

tiredofthislife.Worsepartisthathehaspolice

workingforhimItriedreportinghimbutthatdidn't

help.Causeweeatthateveryday.Wecan'tevenrun



awaycauseherunsthesestreetshehaslinks

everywhere.Isometimesdoubtmyselfthatheis

reallymyfather.Whowoulddowhathedoesathis

owndaughter.Iwasbroughtbacktomythoughts

whenIhitacarIburymyfaceinmyhands.I

quicklywipemytearsandwalkouttheladywas

lookingathercar.

Me:"I'msosorryIpromiseIwillcoverallthecosts."

Her:"veleyouaregoingtopayforthecosts.Why

areyouevendrivingifyoucan'tdriveblo.."shewas

insultingmeifsheonlyknewthetruthwhyIhither

car.SheturnedtolookatmeandIcouldbelievemy

eyes.

Us:"kuthakathwanaseminingokuumtuUzibona

kabinihaimandihambe(thereiswitchcraftin

daylight.Peoplestartseeingthemselvestwice.

Lemmego.)"Iwenttomycarstilltryingtodigest

whathappenedIwentoutagain.

Us:"youismemeisyou."Iwasshockedreally

shocked.Ineedanswersfrommymom.Ihope

Vusumziisn'tathome.Whenshespokeherbroken



EnglishsheremindedmeofmyfriendRiri.Vusumzi

tookourcellphonesbeforegoingtoRussia.Hesaid

socialmediaismakingmecrazy.Idrovehomeand

luckyformeVusumzi'scarain'tatthehouse.It'sno

longerahomebutahousetomenow.Igotinand

mymotherwassittingintheloungetrappedtoher

ownthoughts.Idon'tblameherthoughshehas

beenthroughalotmanlikeVusumzineedtoburnin

hell.Ican'tevenlookatmyselfthesameanymoreI

seenothingbutarapevictim.

Me:"mom.Ihavebeencallingyouforthepast5

minutes"Iexaggerated.

Her:"sorrybabyyouweresaying?"

Me:"Ibumpedinto..."

Her:"whywereyousocarelessAyabongayouknow

Vusumziisgoingtoexaggerateaboutthis."

Me:"momlemmefinishplease."Shenodded.

Me:"theladygotoutofherandinsultedme.Butshe

didn'tcontinueinsultingmecauseshewasmylook

alike.Mawelookedthesame.Sheisshortlikeme

sheislikeaphotocopyofme.Shewaslikemytwin.



Icouldn'tbelievemyeyes."Shewasintears.It'slike

Iopenedaoldwound.

Her:"didyousayyourtwin?"

Me:"yesMomwhat'swrong?"

Her:"sheisyourtwinbaby."

Me:"whydidn'twegrowuptogetherwhathappened

ma!!"Iyelled.

Her:"Iwasmarriedtoyourfatherthanwewere

expectingtwins.IhadtodoC-sectionorIwasgoing

toloseyouguys.Vusumzihappenedtobemy

gynecologist.WhenIwokeupIwokeinanother

room.IaskedVusumziwhereamIandhetoldme

thatyourfatherleftmewithyourtwin.Hetoldthat

hesaidImustmoveonwithmylifehewants

nothingtodowithmeIshouldkeepyouandhewill

keepyourtwin.Ittookme2fullyearstoheal.ThanI

gotmarriedtoVusumzi.Hesuggestedthatyoualso

usehissurnameandIagreed."Shebrokedown.I

alsobrokedownmylifeisafuckenmess.Ican'tdo

thisanymoreIthinkIshouldratherendmylifeand

restinpeace.NowIseewhyhedoesn'tcareabout



meit'sbecauseI'mnothisbiologicaldaughter.Iran

outofthehouseandtookmycarkeys.Idroveto

nearestbridge.Istoodthereandclosedmyeyes.I

thoughtabouteverything.Howthingschangedin

just2years.AndnowIhaveatwin.

:"JumpoffthebridgeIwanttoseehowyouwillend

yourlifeyouhavebeenstandingtherefor20

minutesnow."Itwasanunfamiliarvoice.

Me:"IwouldmindmyownbusinessIfIwereyou."

Him:"youjustwastingGod'stimeI'msurehisbeen

waitingforyouforalongasstimenow.Ordoyou

wanteasydeath.Ratherplayatthemainroadat

leastyourparentswhilegetsomethingfromRAF

andtheycanenjoythemselves."Ilaughedhealso

laughed

Me:"whatareyoudoinghereanyway?"IsaidI

haven'tlookedathimIwasjustlookingattheviewI

wasgoingtojumpat.

Him:"destressing"

Me:"girlproblems?"Iaskedlookingathim



Him:"Ayamthanda."Hewidenedhiseyes.Iguess

that'smytwinsname.Waititain'tthefirsti'm

hearingit.

Me:"Iguessthat'smytwinsname."Helookedatme

shocked

Him:"Ayahasatwin.Wellshewasn'twearing

overallstodaywhichmakesmebelievethatshe

does."WellIwasstillwearingmyoverall.

Him:"Iwonderwhyshenevertoldusaboutyou."

Me:"shealsofoundoutaboutmetodaybutwe

didn'tgetachancetotalk.Webumpedintoeach

other'scarsandwewereshockedtoseeeachother.

Thatwegotinourcarsanddroveoff.Mymother

clearedeverythingtomenowoneofthereasons

whyI'mhere"Isighed.

Him:"Aya'smomdied."

Me:"sheisalivenow."Hewasstillshocked.

Him:"what'syourname.?"

Me:"Ayabongaandyours?"

Him:"MxolisibutyoucancallmeMamber."



Me:"mxowillbefine."Hefrowned.Ilaughedcause

helookescute.

Him:"canIhaveyournumber."Isighed.Thinking

aboutwhatVusumzidid

Me:"Idon'thaveacellphone."

Him:"awholemechanic.Whyareyouonebythe

wayain'tyousupposetobewearingapowersuits."

Me:"cellphoneissueit'sastoryforanotherday.And

Iprefergettingmyhandsdirtythansittingand

staringatascreenthewholedayandgoto

meetings.Iwouldratherfixacarorbuildacarpart.

Italsohelpsmetodestress."

Him:"that'sawkwardforagirl."

Me:"betterbelieveitbro.Lookihavetogo."

Him:"weren'tyougoingtokillyourself."Hesaid

laughingandIjoinedin.

Me:"mxm"

Him:"canItakeapictureofyouIhavetoshowmy

guysthis.Andyoulookcuteinthatoverall."I

giggled



Me:"thankyou"hetookapicturewithmeand

picturesofme.Iwentbacktothehousethinking

aboutMxo.Idon'tevenknowwhyI'mthinking

abouthim.Ichuckled.

.

.

.

Mxolisi

MynameisMxolisiKuzwayo.32yearsold.I'ma

pharmacistIownmyownPharmacy.Enoughabout

introductionsnow.Sheleftmetherestillsurprised.

LikeAyanevermentionedshehasatwin.

Ayabongadidmentionthattheysaweachother

today.Idon'tknowwhybutitfeltlikeAyabonga

wasgoingthroughalot.I'mgladIgothereintime.I

didn'taskwhat'sgoingonwithhercauseIdidn't

wanttomakeherfeeluncomfortable.Shelooked

cuteinheroverall.Ifeltsomethingforherthat

attachedmetoher.Iwasstilllookingather

pictures.Ipostoneonmystatus.Theonewetook

togetherwiththecaption'neverthoughtIwould



comeacrossawomanthatisamechanic.'thegirls

andmybro'srepliedtomystatusbutIignoredthem

andswitchedoffmyphone.Iwilldealwiththem

tomorrow.Idrovetomyhouse.Imademyself

somesausageandpap.IatelookingatAyabonga's

pictures.SheisreallyfuckencutewithheroverallsI

don'twanttolierha.Thereissomuchgoinginher

lifeIcanseethroughhereyes.Iwillaskherwhen

wemeetagain.Ididn'tevenaskhersurnameso

thatIcantrackherdown.Fuck.Ifinishedeating

andwatchedthedishes.Iwenttomybedroom.I

tookashowerbeforesleeping.Iwaswokenupby

peoplemakinganoiseoutsidetheywerealso

bangingmydoor.Igroanedandwenttotheen-suit

towashmymouthandmyteeth.Iwentdownstairs

wearingmyboxers.Holathisismyfuckenhouse

afterall.Iopenedthedoor.NDitwasthegirlsand

mybro's.

Me:"yinton'nanqonqozangathindibeMaliyenuye

stokefela(whyareyouknockinglikeownyou

moneyforstokefela)"theychuckledandgotin.

TheywenttotheloungeIfollowedafterthem.



Riri:"himakengokuwenadibenephinoAyabonga

(wait,wheredidyoumeetAyabonga)"

Aya:"thatexplainswhyyou'llcalledmeAyabonga

whenwemetatRes."

Siya:"IalsosawheratRussiaandIthoughtIwas

imaginingthings."

TT:"metobroatMacDonaldonWednesday."

Zimi:"andyou'lldidn'ttellus"

Siya:"likewesaidwethoughtwewereimagining

things."

Aya:"IalsothoughtIwaswhenshebumpedintomy

car.Ievenwentbacktothecartorubmyeyesand

walkedbackoutandwewerelike'youismemeis

you'andwalkedbacktomycarnotbelievingwhatI

saw."Welaughedather

Cage:"onaseriousnotethoughweredidyoumeet

her?"

Me:"shewantedtokillherself..."

Them:"what?"



ItoldthemeverythingthathappenedIbasically

narratedthestorytothem.

Ayola:"butbeforesheleftshewasahappybundle

ofjoy."

Riri:"andshewas."

Snakes:"howaboutwegocheckuponher."

Aya:"inotherwordsyoumeanmymotherisstill

alive."

Me:"that'swhatshesaidtome."

Tailor:"weshouldgothere."

Me:"giveme5minutesIwillberightback."Iran

upstairstooka2minuteshower.Lotionedandwore

myclothes.Iwentdownstairs.

Me:"let'sgo."Weallwalkedoutandtookofftoher

housewewereallfollowingCagesinceAyolawas

directinghim.Wegotinthereandknocked.Some

shoutedcomeinweallwalkedin.Andwesawher

withhermotherandfatherIthink.

Us:"molwenitatamoloma(goodmorningma'am

andsir)"



Riri:"bitchyoudidn'tevencaretomentionthatyour

back."

Ayabonga:"Iwasgoingtogotoyou."

Mamakhe:"molweniningobaninina.(Goodmorning

whoareyou)"

Siya:"Ayamthandaehleliguys(sheisAyamthanda

sitting).WeareAyabonga'sfriends."Weallagreed

tohisstatement

Tatakhe:"banuAyamthanda(whoisAyamthanda?)"

Aya:"oohmolwenita(oohgoodmorningsir)"said

comingfromtheback.

Mamakhe:"oohmntanam(mychild)"shesaid

huggingher.Tatakhewaspissedoff.Theyfinally

brokethehug.

Tailor:"oohwhereareourmanners.I'mLuvolwethu."

Weallintroducedourselves.

Ayabonga:"you'llknowmethisismymother

NompheloandthisismyfatherVusumzi"shesaid

withafaintsmilemoreliketheVusumziname

disgustsher.



Cage,Snakes,SiyaandTT:"Vusii!!"

Us:"ohhnoohnoo"wesaidplacingourhandson

topofourheads.Salalayintsini(welaughedout

loud).Vusumziwaspissedweallgotoutofthe

houselaughing.

.

.
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Ayabonga

IwassogladtoseemyfriendsIwonderhowthey

metAyamthanda.AndImetnewguystheylooklike

greatguystohungoutwithIcan'twaittobewith

them.Ialsowanttohaveagreatrelationshipwith

mysisterIwanttoknowhermore.Ihavespent30

yearsofmylifewithouther.Iwanttobewithher

now.IwassohappytoseeMxohereto.Hekepton

eyeingmeandIcouldn'thelpbutsmile.Thereis



somethingaboutthatguy.MightIbefallinginlove

forhim?Noitcan'tbeIjustmettheguyafterall.

VusumzileftherefumingandIknowforafactthat

hellwillbreaklosewhenhecomesback.Iwonder

whatwillhappenIhopehewillspareus.Mymother

ontheotherhandissofuckenhappytomeet

Ayamthanda.Imeanshenevergotthechancetobe

withher.Iwaswashingthedisheswithmymom.

Mom:"aretheguysalsoyourfriends?Youknow

howVusumziishewillsurelymakeussufferfor

this."

Me:"MomIalsomettheguystoday.Ionlyknowone

ofthemwhichisMxotheothersIdon'tknowbutit's

pointlesstosaythatcauseVusumziwillmakeus

sufferanyway."

Mom:"IwonderwhatwillhedothistimeI'msick

andtiredofthismanIwishIcouldjustfindpeace

andbehappyforonceinmylife."

Me:"wewillfindpeacema.Everythingtakestime.

Let'sbepatientmanlikeVusumziwillsufferfor

everylittlethingtheydidhewillburninhell."



Mom:"Ijustwishthatwillhappensooni'msickand

tiredofthis."

Me:"lookonthebrightsidemayoufoundyourlong

lostdaughter."

Mom:"speakingaboutherIneedtogooutwithherI

needtobondwithmydaughter."

Me:"howwillyoucontacthermarememberwe

don'thavecellphones."

Mom:"Iwillhavetogatherallmystrengthandask

Vusumziforacellphone."Inodded.

Me:"lookmaIwillhavetogotoworknow.Bye."I

saidkissinghercheekrunningoutwithmyback

packonmyhandandcarkeys.

.

.

.

Siyamthanda

Thatwassouncalledforustolaughbackthen.

Lemmetellwerethatallcamefromwellthereisthis



oneoldsongthatwelistenedtoandtheladywas

like"vusi.Ohnoohhno".Wethoughtaboutthat

songandweburstedintolaughedcausewe

soundedgayish.Ididn'tgotoworkchumaniand

Ayaalsodidn'tgotoschool.Wewerejustchilling

outsideatthepoolitwassohot.

Me:"youseemtobefindingyourfamilypieceby

piece."Isaidswimmingtoherdirection.Sheonly

hadherfeetin.NB:shecan'tswim.

Aya:"I'msohappybabynothavingafamilyisn't

coolatallandfindingitnowit'sgreat.JustthatI

didn'tgetachancetotalktomymotherthatwasso

uncalledofustolaughlikethatatagrownupnorh."

ShesaidlaughingIalsolaughed.

Me:"tellmeaboutit.Ineversawthatcoming."We

chuckled.

Chumani:"dada"hesaidliftinguphishands.Itook

himinsidethewater.

Aya:"makesurehedoesn'tdrownplease.I'mnot

readytobeawidow."Ilaughed

Me:"hewon't."IswamwithChumani.Hewashaving



agreattime.Hedidn'tevenwanttogetout.

Aya:"rytmpokoqone(isAfricansaladalright?"

Me:"yeahitisIwilltakeabathwithChumaniso

long."Isaidgettingout.

.

.

.

Mxolisi

IwassohappytoseeAyabongatoday.Iamgoing

tobespendingthenighttherebutshedoesn'tknow.

Iwillsneakinherroom.IhopeIgetintotheright

onethough.thelightswereswitchedoff.Ijumped

overthefancywithmyladder.Therewere2rooms

thathadlightson.Iusedmyladdertopeakinthe

firstoneandIsawAyabongalotioning.Iknocked

onthewindow.Shetookapointythingfromthe

tableandcametothewindow.Sheopenedit.She

wasabouttoscream.Iheldhermouthandjumped

insidetheroom.Iwenttolockthedoor.

Her:"whatthefuckareyoudoinghereMxo.?"Iwent



tostandafewinchesfromher.

Me:"Sandibizikamnandi(Ilikethewayyoucall

me.)"Sheblushed

Her:"I'mseriouskesana"

Me:"butyoursmiling."Shelookedaway.Imadeher

faceme.

Her:"justgoI'mnotinthemoodforseeinganyone."

Me:"thanwewillsleep."

Her:"youwellgetmeintotroublewhatifsomeone

seesyou?"

Me:"Idon'tcare.PlusthedoorislockedandIwill

makesureat4amI'moutofhere."

Her:"lookthatsideIwantwearmyclothes."

Me:"IhavealreadyseenyourbodysoIdon'tsee

whyyourhidingit."

Her:"mxm"sheworeherclothes.WegotinbedI

tookofmyclotheswillsheislookingatme

Me:"don'tworrywehavealifetimetogether.Don't

droolonmenow."



Her:"whatlifetimeareyoutalkingaboutcauseI

thereisnooneouttherewhowillwantagirllike

me."

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"Shesighed

Her:"let'sratherleaveit."

Me:"okaybutwearestillgoingtospendalifetime

together."

Wespokethewholewhilecuddling.

.

.
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Ayabonga

Thebedfeltcold.Ipattedthebedandhewas

alreadygone.IheavilysighedandopenedmyeyesI

thoughtaboutyesterday.Ismiledthinkingabout



thegreattimewehad.Can'tbelievethatgoodman

stillexists.I'mjustafraidtotellhimaboutmylife.I

willkeepwhatVusumzidoestomeasecrettill

death.Idon'twanthimtoharmMxo.Iknowmxois

agangsterhetoldmeyesterday.Butheissmallto

VusumzicauseherunsthestreetImeanhehas

policeinhisConner.Soatthedinnertable

yesterdayVusumziwassocalmbuthedidmanage

tosaythathewillgetusforthisandhewillnotgo

forushewillgoforAyamthanda.MeandMom

weresofuckenstressaboutAyamthanda.She

managedtoaskhimforacellphoneandhegave

herthephonesayingthatshemustbuilda

relationshipwithherdaughterforwhathisplanning.

Healsogavememine.Hedidmentionthatevery

littlethingwedowillaffectAyamthandanotus

anymore.Isofuckenworriedaboutmysister.Why

didhehavetodragherintothis.Istoodupand

noticedthatMxolefthisvesthere.Itookitand

sniffeditwhilehuggingit.Ismiledclosingmyeyes

thinkingabouthim.Ilookedatthetableandthere

wasasmallpaperwithhisnumberon.Iwentto

takeashowerfirst.Didmydailyroutineandwore



myoveralls.Itookmycellphoneandthepieceof

paperplaceditinmybackpack.Iwentdownstairs

forbreakfast.

Me:"morning"Isaidsittingdown

Them:"Heybaby/Yeah"Iateconcernedonmyfood.

Everymorningnoonetalkswealwaysfocusedon

ourfood.IwenttoworkandatlunchtimeItexted

Mxohecalledmeimmediately

Him:"baby"

Me:"hey,youleftearlyIthoughtIwasgoingtowake

upnexttoyou."

Him:"weren'tyoutheoneworriedaboutgetting

caught?"HesaidlaughingIlaughedtoo

Me:"whatever"welaughed.

Him:"Ireallylovespendingtimewithyou"

Me:"metoo"

Him:"don'tworrywehavealifetimetogether."

Me:"yourseriousaboutthislifetimethingofyours."

Isaidgiggling.



Him:"yeahyouwillsee."Hechuckled.Wespokefor

aboutanhourorso.

Him:"lookiloveyouokayandthatwillnever

change."Ismiled

Me:"wewillseeaboutthat.Lookcanyouplease

sendmemytwinsnumber."

Him:"okayIwill,haveagreatdayIloveyou"he

disconnectedthecall.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Isaidlookingatthescreen.He

sentmeAyamthanda'snumberandIsentittomy

mother.

.

.

.

Ayamthanda

IhavebeendelayingmyvisittoThando.EverytimeI

tellmyselfthatIwillseemycousinsomethinghas

tohappenbutIwilldefinitelygotoday.Ijustcame

outofmyclassesIwillbemakingmywaytoher

now.Justthanmyphonerangitwasanunsaved



number.

Me:"Ayamthandaspeakinghello."

:"I'mgladitisyoumntanam."Iwentquietfora

momenttryingtothinkwhoitis.

Me:"oohmahey."Isaidwiththewildestsmile.Istill

needanswersthough.

Mom:"Iwaswonderingifyoucouldcomeoverfor

lunchIwillpreparesomethingquickly."Another

delayintomeetingthando.

Me:"okaymaIwillcomeover.Inabout15minutes

I'mdrivingrightnow."

Mom:"okaylemmenotdisturbyou"she

disconnectedthecall.Isighed.Idrovetomy

mothersplace.Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutmy

mom.Iseriouslydon't.Imeansheleftmefor30

yearsIneedanswersasinlikeyesterday.After15

minutesofsittinginthecarIdecidedtogetout.

Ayabonga'scarwasalsohere.Iknocked.Ayabonga

cametoopenthedoorforme.Sheattackedme

withahug.Ihuggedherback.



Her:"heysis"

Me:"hey.It'sgoodseeingmeagain."Welaughed.

Her:"it'sgoodseeingmeagaintoo.Ineverthought

thatIwouldfindsomeonelookinglikeme."

Me:"metoohey."Wewalkedinwesatatthelounge

Ilookedaround.Theyhaveabeautifulhouse.

Me:"itslippedmymindeverytimewhyyouwearing

overalls?"Shegiggled

Her:"I'maMechanicalengineer."Ilookedather

shocked

Her:"IknowitsurprisingbutIlovegettingmyhands

dirty."

Me:"IthoughtwehadthesamepersonalityIwas

goingtoprunkmyhusband"Ifrowned.Shelaughed

Her:"holdonyouralreadymarried."

Me:"yesIamdoyouseeSiyathatcamehere

yesterday?"

Her:"yeah"

Me:"wegotmarriedaweekorsoago."



;"Youaremarried?"Thatwasmymomcomingfrom

thekitchen.

Me:"yesIam"Isaidwiththebiggestsmile

Mom:"can'tbelieveImissedsomanyyearsofyour

life.Come,lunchisready."wewenttothedinning

room.

Me:"Idon'tunderstandma.Dadsaidtomethatyou

diedgivingbirthtome."Theysuddenlysignedand

lookeddown.

Mom:"Ineverdiedit'sjustthat."Tearsfalloutofher

eyesthisisreallydeep.

Me:"whathappenedma."Shetoldmeeverything.

FromwhenIwasborntillnow.

Me:"whathowcouldhedothat?"

Ayabonga:"herunsthesestreetssishedoeswhat

everhewants.Andyoumustnotthinkwedon'ttell

thepolicewedobuttheyalsoruntohim."

Mom:"pleasedon'ttellanyoneaboutthis.Hewill

harmyouandyourfamily."

Me:"butmamyhusbandisagangsterI'msurehe



canhelp"

Mom:"youmarriedtogangsterIhopehewilltreat

youbetter.Idon'twantmychildrentofallunderthe

samefateasme."

Me:"hedoesMaIcanassureyouaboutthat."

Ayabonga:"andyourhusbandissmalltohimjust

don'ttellanyone.Hewon'tlivetotellthetalehisday

willcomeandhewillsufferforallhisdoings"Iwent

tohugthemboth.Wegrouphugged.

Mom:"sotellmeaboutyourlife."

Me:"wheredoIbegin"Itoldthemeverythingabout

myself.IchilledtherethewholedayIreallyenjoyed

myself.ButIfeltsorryforthemIwishIcoulddo

somethingtohelpthemgetridofthatmonster

calledVusumzi.

.

.
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Luvolwethu

LifehasbeengreatifIcansay.Havingtowakeup

tothemostbeautifulpersoneverysinglemorningis

great.ButwearenotofficiallydatingI'mtoaskher

tobemygirlfriendtodayIhaveplannedagreatday

forus.Iknowsheisyoungerthanmebutageis

justanumber.Thandolwamhasbeentreatingme

likeakingandthat'swhatIlovedabouther.We

haven'tbeenintimatetoeachotheryet.Idon'tthink

thatsheisreadyformejustyet.Itoldhertotellme

whensheis.Iwillbepatientwithherwearenotina

rushafterall.Itookadayoffatworkjusttospend

timewithher.Wewillbegoingtoa5starrestaurant

thatisinahotel.Ihavealreadybookedthechef

theretoguideusthrougheverything.Hewillbe

showinguswhathedoesandallthosethingsand

preparefoodforus.IjusthopethatThandolwam

willenjoyherday.Iopenmyeyeandfindher

staringatme.Icloseitagainandsleep.



Her:"heywakeupnow,ain'tyougoingtowork."

Me:"morningtoyoutooLwami"

Her:"goodmorningLwethu.Myquestionstillstands

though?"

Me:"noI'mnotinfactI'mtakingyououttoday."

Her:"thereisnoneedforthatimeanyouhave

alreadydonealotformeIdon'tknowhowtorepay

you."

Me:"Iwantakid"Ifelteye'slookingatmeandI

laughed

Me:"I'mjustjoking.Butyoucanalwaysfindwaysto

repayme.Justletmebeamanandtakecareof

you."

Her:"butstill."

Me:"nobut's.Justprepareyourselfwearegoingout

today."

Her:"okay,Iwill,lemmegomakebreakfast."

Me:"makesureit'ssomethinglight.Youmusthave

anappetitewhenwego."



Her:"Iwillmakejungleoatsthan."

Me:"okayungayenzifancy(don'tmakeitfancy)I

feellikei

eatingitnormaltoday."

Her:"theniquntyweperfumendakendayenzanini

fancypapa(areyoumad?WhendidIevermake

porridgefancy.)"Iopenedmyeyeswhilelaughing.

Me:"whatdidyousaytome."

Her:"leaveit"shesaidlaughing.Iwentontopofher

andtickledher.Shewasgiggling.

Me:"whatwhereyousaying?"

Her:"s..or..ryklku"shewasstillgiggling.Shelooked

socuteandadorable.

Me:"mxmndakuthanndawena(Iloveyou)"Isaid

kissingher.Shekissedmeback.Itraveledmyone

handtoherbuttandgrabbedit.Shegaspedand

realisedasoftmoanwillwewerekissing.Ismiled

throughthekiss.Shealsosmiled.Bestfeelingever

whensomeonesmilesduringakiss,sheisalsoa

goodkisserIbet.Shehadalreadyplacedherhands



aroundmyneck.Igrindontopofher.Ipulledoutof

thekiss.

Me;"Iwantyoutoknowwhatyourdoingandbe

sureaboutit.Okay"hereyesscreamedformorebut

nottodaybaby.Shenodded.

Her:"lemmegopreparebreakfastthan."Igotofher.

ShegotupwithherfatassandIspankedher.

Her:"Swine"welaughed.Imadethebed.Ididmy

dailyroutine.Andworemyjeanshortswithablack

ellesset-shirt.Ialsoworemylongellessesocks

withmyblackairforce.Iroughenmyfadewithmy

tennisracket.Iwenttothekitchenandshewas

dishingup.Isatdowncausethetablewasalready

made.Sheplacedtheplateinfrontofme.Shealso

cametositdown.Weateoveraconversation.

.

.

.

Thandolwethu

AftereatingIplacedthedishesinthesink.Lwethu



saidhewillwashthedishes.Iwenttomyroomand

didmydailyroutine.Iworemyboyfriendjeanitwas

rippedandmyblackplaint-shirt.Iwentformy

AdidastekkiewithalsolongsocksfromAdidas.I

appliedlipgloss.Itookmyphoneandwenttothe

lounge.Lwethuwasbusyonhisselfphone.Imust

sayhelooksgreatshortssuitshimperfectlyfine.

Hisdickprintwassobigwiththoseshorts.

Me:"i'mdone"helookedbackatme.Hewas

droolingatme.Mythighsshowedabit.

Him:"wow"Ilaughed.Hestoodupholding2bucket

hatsfromellesse.

Him:"youcopiedmyoutfit."Ilaughed

Me:"noIdidn't"welaughed.Hehandedmeoneof

thosebuckethats.Iloosenedmybraidsandwore

thebuckethat.Healsoworehis.Wewentout.

Him:"aita.Tamoses"

Gardener:"yeahtatailor"

Lwethu:"kasondelekancincitata(comeherefora

while)"bramosescamekenyani.Wewerestanding



outsidethedoornow.

Lwethu:"celausifotetata(canyoupleasetakea

pictureofus)"bramosesnodded.Lwethugavehim

hisphone.Wetookpicturesandtheylookedgreat.

TheoneIlovedthemostistheonewereIwas

hugginghimwithmyeyesclosedwiththecraziest

smileandhewaslookingatmelikeI'mcrazy.The

onehelovedistheonethatwewereposinglikewe

aredoingadoggystyle.Suchafool.wethanked

bramosesandtookoff.Ireallyenjoymystaywith

Lwethu.I'malwayshappywhenI'maroundhim.He

alwaysfindsawaytomakemefeelhappy.Weact

likewe'redatingwedoeverythingtogether

sometimes,anditfeelsgreat.IthankGodeveryday

formeetingsuchagreatsoul.Iwillforeverbe

gratefulforwhathedidforme.Forgivingmea

secondchanceinlife.IneverthoughtIwouldhave

agreatlife.AftersomuchpainIhavebeenthrough.

IthoughtIwasgoingdieonthestreets.IthankGod

formakingLwethusaveme.Someonewipesmy

tears.Ilookupandsmile.ItwasLwethu.

Him:"heyareyoufine."



Me:"I'mfineIwasjustthinkingofhowgratefulIam

forhavingasecondchanceinlife."Isaidsmiling

andhealsosmiles

Him:"everyonedeservesasecondchance.Nowlet's

go."Wegotoutofhiscar.Wewereatahotel.He

heldmyhandaswewalkedin.Heleadsusstraight

totherestaurantarea.Wewerewelcomedbyachef.

Chef:"Ialmostthoughtyouwerenotcoming."

Lwethu:"sorryforbeinglate."Hesaidsmiling

Chef:"it'sokaycomewehavealottodo."Helead

thewaytothekitchen

Me:"whyarewehere?"

Lwethu:"surprisetodayyouwillbecookingalong

sidewithchefRamshimself."

Me:"What?"Isaidsurprised.ImeanlikechefRam's

foodisamazingandheisawellknownchef.I

attackedLwethuwithahug

Lwethu:"doyouwantmedead?"Ipulledoutofthe

huglaughing.WewenttowerechefRamswas.He

taughtmelotsofthings.Ievenaskedfora



notebookandtheygaveittome.You'llseewhyI

sayLwethuisthebest.Hebookedmeasection

withchefRams.Icouldn'tbehappier.Thisisthe

bestdayofmylife.Ihaveneverbeensohappy.We

hadlunchwithLwethuwiththefoodpreparedby

meandchefRams.Iwassmilinglikeacrazy

person.

Him:"youreallyenjoyedyourday?"Wewerestill

havinglunch.

Me;"morelikehadthebestdayofmylife."He

smiled

Him:"I'mgladthatmysurpriseworked."Ismiled

Me:"yourthebestpersonIhaveevermetinmylife

thankyouforeverythingyouhavedoneformeI

reallydoappreciateityouneverfailedtoamaze

me."

Him:"inthatcasethancanyoupleasemakemethe

happiestmanaliveandbemygirlfriend.Look

Thandolwam-holdsmyhands-Ilovedfromtheday

Ialmosthityouwithmycar.Ifeltforeignfeelings

foryou.IwentcrazywhenIcouldn'tfindyou.But



I'mgladIdidcauseyouhavebeennothingbutthe

besttome.Iloveyoubits.Pleaseallowmetoshow

yousomeloveandbethereforyou.Iwantusto

bulidafuturetoge.."Ididn'tlethimfinishIattacked

himwithakiss.It'slikeit'sbeenalongtimewaiting

forhimtosaythosewords.Ialsohadtears.Bloody

emotions.

Me:"yesIagreetobeyourgirlfriend"ournoseswere

stilltouching.Wewerelookingdeepineachother's

eyes.Ifeltconnectedtohim.Ihadbutterfliesinmy

stomach.Shiversdownmyspine.Goosebumpsall

overmybodyandmykneesbecameweak.

Us:"Iloveyou"wekissedagain.Nothavingacare

abouttheworld.

.

.
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Lethabo

You'llknowmynamebutndingowakwaSmith.I'm

27yearsold.Ilivewithmylilbrother.You'llknow

thathis16yearsold.WellI'madoctor.Myparents

departedwhenIwas25.Itwasprettyhardformeto

forgetaboutthem.Buttheywillalwaysbeinmy

heart.TTandIaredatingI'msureyou'llknowthat.

Hisbeentreatingreallygood.Wehavealreadybeen

intimatewitheachother.Wealwayshavesexlike

thereisnotommorowheisthebestinthissex

game.Hemakeslovetomeinthemostgreatest

way.Ialsolovehimthough.IlovehimsomuchI

justhopehewillbewithmetillforever.Idon'twant

tolosehim.OhhsizwehaschangednowImoved

himtoanotherschoolandhisperformanceisgreat

heevendoessportsnow.I'msohappythatThapelo

spoketohim.Iwasathishousejustknockedoffat

work.ItisreallytiringinbeingadoctorthankGodI

hadhalfadaytoday.Fatiguehasbeendoing

wonderstomethesedays.Iwenttothecabinetsto

takepeanutbutterIalsotookbananasontopofthe



counter.TTisdoingwhatsoeverupstairs.Isiton

topofthecounterandstarteatingmypeanutbutter

withmybananas

:"Rhaasies"Ilookedatwhowassayingthatitwas

myfriendswiththebro's.

Me:"what?"

Siya:"whythehellareyoumixingbananawith

peanutbutter?"

Cage:"inenepipiinamandla(truly,adickis

powerful)"

Us:"whatdoyoumean?"

Cage:"youradoctordothecalculations"

Us:"mxmkeuLuvuyoLayi"welaughed

:"MxmuLuvuyoLayi"thatwasmybaby.Welaughed

athisstupidity.Hecametositnexttomeandtook

abananaandatewithpeanutbutter.Weate

togetherwilltheotherswerelookingatus

disgusted.

MeandTT:"what?Doyouwantsome?"



Them:"haiinenepipiinamandlaNyan'wena

nantsika(truly,adickispowerful,you,whoever

youare)"

Riri:"niyithepopi(doyouseeit)"theywerelookingat

usdisgusted.Wealllaughed.

TT:"inamandlaentweningoku(inwhatpowerdoes

ithave)"

Aya,AyolaandZimi:"areyou'llsurethatyour

doctors?"

Mamberandsnakes:"babuzenigirls(askthem)"

MeandTT:"yesweareImeanlikewewillownour

ownhospitalsoon."

Siya:"bayekeniguys(leavethemguys)"

TT:"let'sPS"theyallagreed.Wewenttojointhemat

thelounge.WestartedplayingFIFAtakingturns.

TT:"babycanyoupleasemakemeasandwichwith

banana,cucumber,jam,peanutbutterandcunner."

Me:"Iwasalsocravingforthose."Istoodupand

wenttomakethesandwich.



Snakes:"bayekeniguys(leavethemguys)"they

concernedbackatthegame.IgaveTThis

sandwichwestarteatingandthesandwichwas

delicious.

Riri:"nomarnguysno.MeisgonetellthembeforeI

vomit"helookedatusdisgusted

Them:"valumlomoorsizokusakuMikethina(close

yourmouthorwetakingyoutoMike)"welaughed

MeandTT:"telluswhat."Siyajustsangandthe

othersfollowed.WekeptsingingIwashavinga

greattimeplayingPSwhilehavingsnacksandall.

SuddenlyIfeelnausea.Iranupstairsbutnothing.

TTcameinwithajugfulloffwater

Him:"babyareyoualright?"

Me:"yesbabethereisnothingyoucanworryaboutI

wasjustfeelingnuasea."Isaidstandingup.He

placedthejugdownandgavemeahug.Weended

upkissing.Hestartedmessagingmynipplesbut

theyweresour.

Me:"yuuhaababyyekaundibambakabuhlungu

(stopbabyyourhurtingme)"Isaidpullingoutofthe



kiss.

TT:"what'swrongbabe"

Me:"it'sjustthatmynipplesaresore."

TT:"lemmesee"hesaidliftingupmyshirt.

TT:"yuuhbabyyouhavetenderbreasts."

Me:"Ihavetoseethedoctorbabywhatifit's

somethingserious."Istarttogetemotional.

TT:"don'tcrybabylet'sgo."Hewipedmytears.We

wentdownstairs.

Aya:"t-boywhatdidyoudotoLeJoywhyisshe

crying."

TT:"nothingI'mjusttakinghertothedoctorshehas

swallowbreasts"

Them:"Istilldon'tknowhowyou'llgotmedical

degrees."

Cage:"wearerightbehindyou."Wewentoutsodid

they.

.



.

TT

WearrivedatthehospitalwewenttothedoctorI

havealreadycalledhim.Wewentinwilltheothers

werewaitinginthewaitingroom.

Doctor:"Dr.ViceandDr.Smith"wedidahandshake.

Doctor:"ain'tyousupposetobehealingeachotherI

meanlikeyouaredoctors."Welaughed.

Doctor:"sohowcanIhelpyoutoday."

Me:"wellmywomanoverherehasbeenfeeling

nuaseaandhastenderbreasts."

Doctor:"areyouseriousrightnow?-gaveusabored

look-haveyouguysbeenusingprotection?"Thanit

homethatshemightbepregnant.Welookedat

eachothernoLethabo.

Us:"no"thedoctorlaughs

Doctor:"lemmerunsometeststomakesurethatI'm

right"shegaveLethaboacylinder.

Him:"youknowwhattodo"Lethabotookthecube



nervous.Inoddedlookingather.AsnervousasI

am.Ihavealwayswantedtobeafatherbeafamily

man.Ihopesheispregnant.Shecomesbackand

thedoctordoesthetests.Afterafewminuteshe

comesback.

Him:"congratulationsguysyou'llare1week

pregnant"Ismiledandhuggedmybabywhowas

alsohappy.

Him:"Iwillsetupanappointmentwitha

gynecologistforyouguystogoanddothecheck

upsectionat."WenoddedandgotoutSizigusha

(smiley).Theguysweresittingthereinthewaiting

room.

Them:"and"

Us:"wearepregnant"wesaidsmiling.

Tailor:"pleasegobacktoschoolIdon'tknowhow

youguysgotdegreesinmedication."Welaughed

Us:"v'tsek"wesaidlaughing.Iturnedtolookatmy

baby.Iattackedherwithakiss.

Them:"heygetaroom."Wesmiledstillkissing.I'M



thehappiestmanalive.I'Mgoingtobeafather.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

I'Msohappyformyfriend.Imeanthatshefinally

foundlove,Ijusthopethattheywillsticktogether

forever.Theyareperfectforeachother.Meandmy

husbandaredevelopingloveforeachotherdayby

day.ChumaniisahealthyboyIlovehimsomuch.

Meandsisterhavebeenkeepingincontactalong

sidewithMom.IsowishIcouldhelpthemgetout

ofthathellplacecalledhomebutyou'llknowthat

Vusumziistheson'sdevilhimself.Noactuallyhis

thedevil'sfather.Butnoonegoesunpanishedhis

daywillcomeandmyMotherandsisterwillbefree

Ijustthatcanbesoonenough.Ican'timaginethe



thingshedoestheyjustdisgustmebyjustthinking

aboutthem.IamfixmyselfupsinceI'mgoingto

Thando'splace.

Me:"whichdressshouldIwear?"Iaskmylovely

husbandwho'splayingFIFAonlinewithTT.

Him:"sun....Yesssss!!!"I'msurehewonthegame

causehestartsdancing.Akaqinemntakabawo

ngumleqwa(hecan'tevendance).

Me:"ratherstickwithsingingandletus-doinga

vosho-omajaivanedothedancing."Isaidlaughing.

Healsolaughed.

Him:"fuckyoubitch"hesaidlaughing.

Me:"ittakes2toofuckhunny."

Him:"Idon'tmindaquickierightnow."

Me:"noIhavetogo.Whichdress?"

Him:"aaahthepeachone"Iworemydress.Wore

mypeachstilettoswithrosesatback.

Him:"thereisnowaymywifeisgettingoutlooking

likethat."Hesaidwrappinghisarmsaroundmy

waist.



Me:"it'snotlikeIwillberoamingaroundthestreet,I

willgotoThandoonlybaby."Isaidgiggling

Him:"youbetter"Iturnedaroundandkissedhim.I

brokethekiss.

Me:"see(-peck-)you(-peck)later(peck)and(peck)

please(peck)look(peck)after(peck)my(peck)son

(peck)don't(peck)get(peck)up(peck)to(peck)any

(peck)mischief(peck)."Hekissedme.

Him:"Iwon't"Itookmybagandhiscarkeys.Itook

offtoTailorsplace.Hiscarwasn'tinthedriveway

meaningheisn'there.Igotoffthecarandwent

insidesincethedoorwasopen.

Me:"nankumtu(hereissomeone)"

:"Coming"thatwasthando.Iwenttositatthe

lounge

.

.

.

Thandolwethu



WhatcanIsayratherthanI'mhappilyliving.Lwethu

istreatingmelikeaqueen.I'msohappythatImet

him.Healwaysfindsawaytomakemehappy

withoutmeaskinghimto.ThesmilethatIseeon

hisfacewheneverwearetogetherispriceless.I

justhopethatwewillgrowoldtogether.Idon'twant

anybodyelsebuthim.Heevenappliedformeata

schooltofinishmyMatricsothatnextyearIcango

toculinaryschool.HeisallshadesofhappinessI

lovehimsomuch.Ineverknewwhatlovewasbut

nowIknow.Lwethutaughtmehowloveis.Ihave

neverlovedsomeonesomuchexceptmyfather.I

willnevergettiredofsayingthat.Iwenttothe

loungesinceAyawashere.

Me:"hey"Isaidhuggingher.

Her:"youlookhappy"Iblushedthinkingabout

Lwethu.

Me:"it'snothing"

Her:"lemmeguessLuvoistreatingyouwell."I

blushed.Gettingmycheeksburnt.Shelaughed

Her:"don'tworrymzl.Igetwereyourcomingfrom



justmakesurehetreatsyourightifhestepsoutof

linecometomeIwilldealwithhimmyself."We

laughed.

Me:"inthatcasethanIwillmakesurethatIcome

andcrytoyou."Wewerestilllaughing.

Her:"justdon'texaggerateitnawekemzl."We

laughed.Ispentthewholewithhersheissucha

carefreeperson.Iloveheralready.AtleastIhave

familynow.I'MsoHappythatIfinallyfoundlove.

.
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Ayola

IgobythenameofAyolaDlamini.I'm28yearsold.

I'mafull-timeManagerataHotel.Ilivewithmy

fatherandmybeautifulstep-mother.Likesheisthe



best.ShehasthatmothersloveInevergotfrommy

realmother.Itakeherasmybiologicalmother.She

caresaboutmeandlovesmesomuch.Ireallydo

appreciateallofherlove.Lovelife?WherecanI

startIlovemymansomuch.Luvuyoistheonefor

meI'mtellingyouall.Hegoesextramilesjustto

seeasmileonmyface.Healwaysmakesmelaugh

sinceheisfullofjoke's.Helikesjokingaroundbut

whenhisseriousheis.IfeelsafewhenI'maround

him.Hecompletesme.Iwasathishousethewhole

weekendandnowIhavetogohome.Ishehappy?

No.Hedoesn'twantmetogoeveryweekIhaveto

dealwithhimtomakemegohome.

Him:"soserious?"

Me:"noI'mnot,ofcourseIam.Weseeeachother

duringtheweeknjena."

Him:"Iwantyoutolivewithmepermanently."

Me:"myfatherwilltotallydisagreewiththatIstill

don'tknowhowIgotachancetoliveatRes."We

laughed.

Him:"justtellyourfatheryourlivingwithyour



husband."Iliftupmyringfinger.

Me:"doyouseearinghere."

Him:"wellthatcanbearranged."Hetookhis

cellphone.

Me:"mxmuyisaylonkanjanii(yourmad)"

Him:"yourmakingmecrazywoman."Welaughed

Me:"IcomehereEve...."Iwasdisturbedbyaknock

downstairs

Him:"leaveittheywillgiveupandgoaway."Hesaid

partingmylips.Theknockwentlouder.Ialsotook

mybag.

Me:"lemmeputmybagdownstairswhileIcheck

whoitis."HenoddedIkissedhim.Thingswere

gettingheatedwhentheknockbecamelouderthan

before.Luvuyogroan.Ipulledoutandwent

downstairswithmybag.Iplaceditonthecounter

tableandwenttoopenup.Itwassomeonewhite

ladywithababy.Shepushedmeaside.Iwasjust

shocked.

Me:"okay."



Her:"гдеcage?!!(whereiscage)"

Me:"haijongabaUzofikaunditukekwamgoduke

ccrhaalenjakaziithini(lookhereladydon'tcame

hereandswearatme,getoutofmyhousebitch.)"

Her:"wherethefuckiscage.!!'

Me:"ahhedali,don'tmakenoise.Whatdoyouwant

fromhimanyway."

Her:"Idon'tanswertoyou.CAGE!!!"Hecame

downstairs.Hewasshockedtoseethiswoman.

Him:"Starfirewhatareyoudoinghere."

Her:"heyloverboy,Icameheretoshowyouthe

wonderfulgiftwecreated."

MeandCage:"what!!"

Her:"hisnameisSekani."

Me:"youknowwhatI'moutofhere"Isaidlookingat

Cagedisgusted.Bloodyman.Howcanhenottell

methathehasakidawholefuckenhumanbeing.2

handsand2legs.Worseparttheboylookslikehim

hecan'tevendenyhim.Can'tbelieveItrustthis

manwithmyall.IgavehimeverythingIhadandhe



istreatingmelikethis.UmnaIhavebeenInso

manyrelationshipswereIgetcheatedonbutI

fuckenrefusethistimecausethereisalsoahuman

beingnow.I'Mdonewithmannow.Itookmybag

andmycarkeysontopofthecounter.

Cage:"babeIca..."

Me:"justdon't."Hetriedholdingme.Itookmybag

andstromedoutwithCagescreamingoutmyname.

Igotinthecaranddroveoff.Iconnectedmyphone

totheradioofthecar.IfirstswitchedonAirplane

mode.Thefirstsongthatplayedwas'Phora-

SinnerPt.3'.Ipulledoverandcriedlisteningtothe

song.WhenPhorasaid'whothoughtlovingyou

wasmyonlyweakness'.Itjustbrokemyheartmore.

ItookalookdrivelisteningtootherPhorasong's.I

finallydrovehomeluckymydad'scarisn'there

meaninghisatwork.Iwalkedinthehouseand

momwasjustcheckingupinherNigerianshows.I

threwmyselfontopofher.Icriedtillicalmeddown.

Shewasmakingmecalmdown.Shealsocame

withsugarwater.Idrankit.

Her:"talktoyourmotherwhat'swronghunny?"She



saidmakingmefaceher.Ilaughed

Me:"Ibelievehimwhenhesaidhelovesme.Today

awomancamebywithafuckenhumanbeing-

shouting-.Hehaseyes,nose,2hands,2legs.A

wholehumanbeingMaandItrustedhimwithmy

all.Sexisseriousxakuphelelapho"Icried.

Mom:"oohmntanamsukhalaklk.Konkekuzolunga

(oohmychild,Don'tcryeverythingwillbealright)

don'tstressaboutthatgoodfornothingboy.You

willhaveaheadacheandyounohowpainful

headachesaretoyou"sheshushedmetillidoze

off.

.

.

.

Luvuyo

IgobytheNameLuvuyoLayi.I'm31yearsold.

You'llknowthatI'mlawyer.SoStarfirewasthatno

StringsattachedtypeofpersonbackinRussia.I

nevercheatedonAyola.Ilovehersomuchsheis



myeverything.Ican'timaginemylifewithouthim.I

woulddoanythingforher.Shedidn'tevenletme

explainmyself.Itriedcallingbutsheitwentstraight

tovoicemail.Ihopesheisfinewhereeversheis.

Worsepartisthatthelookslikeme.Ididn'teven

knowabouthim.

Me:"whatdoyouwanthere."

Her:"Icameheretogiveyouyoursonit'sbeena

yearsincehewasbornIcan'tbetakingcareofhim

allaloneheneedsafatherfigure."

Me:"youcanleaveIwilltakecareofmyson."

Her:"heneedsbothhisparents."

Me:"youfullofjoke'swenane?"

Her:"wecangobacktowherewewerebaby"

Me:"thereisno'we'hereIwillbemyson'sMother

andfather.Justleavehimandgetthehelloutofmy

place!!"Iyelled.

Her:"Ilovethemrough"IwonderweredidIgetthis

madperson.Iranupstairsandcamebackwithmy

gun.Iranbackdownstairsshealreadyplaced



Sekanionthecouch.Shewaspouringwinefor

herself.Bloodyhoe.Icrackedmygun.

Me:"Isaidgetthehelloutofmyhouse.Ihate

repeatingmyself."Shewasscaredallofasuddenly.

Slut.Shetookherhandbagandranout.sheleft

Sekani'sbag.Iopenedittherewereclothesandhis

importantdocuments.Itookmysonfromthe

couchandlookedathim.

Me:"thisisgoingtobeonehellofaride.Butyouwill

alwaysbemyreasontoliveanddie.Sekani

YonwabaLayi.Iloveyoualreadyson.Iwilldie

protectingyou."Heclappedhishands.Ilaughed.I

don'tknowashitaboutraisingbabiesbutIwilldo

mybesttoraisemyboyatleasthisnotanewborn

hisjust14monthsold.

.

.
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Cage

ItriedcallingAyolabutstillnoresponse.Isenther

zillionoftextsandcallsandcallssendsmestraight

tovoicemail.Igaveup.ImeanlikeIwillneverstood

solowandhidethingsfromAyola.Iloveherso

much.Iwillwaitforhertogivemeachanceto

explain.WellSekanihasbeenagoodboy.Funny

enoughIlearnteverythingabouttakingcareof

babiesontheinternet.Fromchangingdiapersto

feedinghim,thethingshissupposetoeat

everything.AndIgotit,i'mafastlearner.Hedidn't

givemeanytroublelast.Hewokeuptwice.Iwish

hecoulddothateveryday.Iwokeupearlyand

wenttohisroom.Helookedsohandsomelikehis

father,meofcourse.Irantomyroomtotalemy

phoneandranback,tookapictureofhim.I'mnot

goingtoworktodayphoffdieheleweek(thewhole

week).Iwentdownstairstomakehisporridge



beforehewakesup.Thewasalittleleft.Wehaveto

goshoppingtoday.Ipouredmilkintheporridge.I

don'tknowhowtomakeit.Iwentbackupstairsto

takehim.Luckyhewasup.Itookhim.Hesmiled

willhis4teeth.

Me:"Izakwedini(comeboy)"helifteduphishands.I

tookhimthanwentdownstairs.Isatonthehigh

chairsandplacedhimontopofthecounterand

tookhisfood.Istartedfeedinghim.Hespite

everythingonmyface.

Me:"Sekani!!"Helaughed.Ichuckled.Icheckedon

theinternethowitismade.Imadeitproperlythis

time.Heateitproperlyhedidn'tspiteit.Iplacedthe

bowlinthesink.ItookSekaniupstairs.Iranabath

forthebothofus.Itookofhisclothesandmy

boxers.Wegotinthewater.Iplacedmycellphone

neatlynearthebathsothatitdoesn'tfallinside

water.Isatatimer.Wetookmanypicturesbefore

gettingoutofthewater.Ididwhatneededtobe

doneandIalsodidmydailyroutine.Weworeblack

jeansandmaroont-shirtwithsneakers.Wetook

picturesandIpostedtheminallmysocialmedia



platforms.Itookmycarkeys,walletandSekani

downstairs.WefirstwenttoWimpysinceIdidn't

eatbreakfast.IorderedfriesforSekani.Weate.We

boughteverythingweneeded.Hewantedevery

singlecarhesawandIhadtobuythemforhim.

Children.WewentbackhomeandIfoundcarsin

thedriveway.Myfriendsarehere.Theyknowmy

gatepassword.IplacedSekanidownhewalked

slowlytothedoor.Itookthegroceriesandwalked

inliftingSekaniupwith1handhewaslaughingasI

wasplacinghimdownandup.wegotinandthe

guysweretherewiththegirlsexcludingAyolaof

course.Thandowasalsoherewhatasurprise.

TheywereplayingFIFAasalways.

Me:"Thandonaweulapha(thandoyoualsohere.)"I

saidtakingoutapurityfromthegroceriesanda

spoonfromthedrawer.

Luvuyo:"uYesu..."hesaidlookingatme

Theothers:"ngumelusiwam."Wealllaughed.Itook

SekaniandplacedhimontopofLethabo.

Lethabo:"haibounomntananyaniwena?(you



serioushaveachild?)"TheyalllookedatmeIgave

Lethabothepurity.

Me:"inapractice"thewerestilllookingatme

Snakes:"laitiyakhole(isthisyourboy)"

Siya:"nayibuzikakaaniyibonininalelaitiyafanano

Cage(youallareaskingshityoucanseethatthe

boylookslikehim)"wechuckled.

Me:"yeahmntanam(heismychild)"

Aya:"mitheNiniAyolakengoku.(WhendidAyola

getpregnant)haiinenepipiinamandla(no,adickis

powerful)"welaughed.

Me:"Majita,doyourememberStarfiremybootycall

thatdisappearedbackinRussia?"

Them:"yeahwedo"

Ladies:"whoisthat."

Me:"babymamma.Soyeahyesterdayshecame

overandAyolawas.."

Them:"'xowam(ohmyGod)"Ilaughed.

Me:"asIwassayingshewashere.AndStarfire



madeafussabouteverything.Ayolatookherbag

bendisezotyakemajita(Iwasabouttogetsome).

Tookherbagandleft.Starfiresaidthattheboyis

mineIcouldn'tevendenyitcauseitlooksexactly

likeme.ButI'mgratefulforthegiftgodgaveme."

Siya:"welcometofatherhooddawg"hebrohugged

me.

Riri:"himawoahAyolayena(whataboutAyola)"I

sighed.

Me:"shedidn'tlemmeexplain.Herphonesendsme

straighttovoicemail."

Zimi:"that'swhyshehasbeenofflinesince

yesterday."

Riri:"Iwo..."Hisphonerangheanswered.

Riri:"Friend....what....wherearetheynow....I'M

coming...rhaazonyamike....Boilwatersolong....

okaypullahosepipefromyourhousetohis...."We

laughedathimashetookhiscarkeysrunningout

saying"ndizombulalaMikenamhlanjeyiistrurhaa

(IwillkillMiketoday)".Welaughedourlungsout.



Lethabo:"wherearehiswipes.Iwanttowipehis

mouthandchangehisdiaper."

Thando:"givehimtome."

Aya:"takeChumanitoo,hisalsoneedstobe

changedmzl."

Thando:"okaygivemehisbag."

Tailor:"you'llareabusingmywife."

TTandmamber:"tchi"welaughed.Thandotookthe

boys.Theywerelaughingalltheirwayupstairs.I

hopeAyolaisfinewhereeversheis.

.

.

.

Rethabile

I'myourGeeRiriGeorge.I'm30yearsold.Ilivein

myownapartment.Iownmyownbusinessit'sa

beautysalonandIplanevents.Youguysknowthat

IamdatingMike.WellwhatcanIsayaboutMikeI

don'treallylovehaihaiu'mlungundizomthiniumna



(no,noawhitewhatwillIdowithhim).It'sjustthat

hisgoodinhissexgameandhelovesspendinghis

moneyonmesowhynot.Justthathekeeps

cheatingonmeandI'mdumpinghimthistime.Iwill

neverletamanmakeafulloutofmendinguRiri

Kay1.Shitisgoingtohappen.NomsaisMike's

neighbor.ShetellsmeeverythingthatMikedoes.

Shedidasrequired.Luckyherhosepipeislong

enough.Igotinwiththehosepipeinmyhands.I

heardmoansandgroanscamingfromupstairs.

Yabonangokuyanyauzangecalarhaabazonya

namhlanjefunubaleqangalepipebadebaphume

phandlebehambaze(Iwanttochasethemwith

thispipetilltheygetoutwalkingnaked.)Iwalked

upstairswiththehosepipeleakingwateralltheway

up.Igottotheroomandopenedthedoorsothat

theycanseeme.Mikewasshockedtoseeme.

Ubanindabatsitsangawosana.

Me:"njakaziyaphileMike(whereisthisbitchfrom

mike)"

Him:"babepleasecalmdown.Icanexplain."

Me:"explainwhat?Iaskedyounjakaziyakwabanile



(whoisthisbitch?)"

Her:"YakwaGeorgedalizandithini(aGeorgebitch,

babewhatwillyoudo?)"IwasshockedIplacedthe

hosepipedown.

MeandMike:"George!!"Wewerebothshocked.

Her:"yesGeorge"shesaidwearingherclothes.

Mike:"areyouguyssomehowrelated."

Me:"rhaarelatednehomewrecker."

Mike:"itwasamistakeRiri."

Her:"rhaayandiqelaelibulu(yourshittingwithme

white)"

Me:'notismyboyfriendklkgirl."

Him:"notnowAsemahle.Ineedyouguystosay

yourmotherandfather'snameatthesametimeto

seeifmaybeyou'rerelatedtoeachotherorwhat."

MeandtheAsemahlegirl:"Mabatho/Connieand

Xolela"welookedateachother

Meandher:"XolelaGeorge!!!"



Mike:"Hollyshit"

Me:"hibiriyewenasidlubutshabethuyewenasidlu

butshabethu."Isaidsinginganddoingthedance

touchingthewetfloornow.Theylaughed.

Mike:"sothatmeansyou2arerelated"

Me:"can'tbelieveyoucheatingonmewithmyown

sister.Myfuckenbitch,sister."

Mike:"Ididn'tknowthatyou2wererelated."

Asemahle:"NamIwillneverdatemysiblings

boyfriend.Wejustfoundoutnjena."Meand

Asemahlewenttomydad'splace.Mydadwas

surprisedtoseehersincehermotherranawaywith

her.Webondedkeasafamily.Ireallyenjoyedmy

day.

.

.
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Ayola

Ihavebeengoingthroughhellforthepasttwodays.

IreallydoloveLuvuyobutIjustcan'tbarethepain

ofknowingthathehidawayachildfromme.ButI

willstandupanddustmyself.Ican'tbecryingover

abrokenglass.YesIneedanswersbutIjustcan't

bringmyselftogotohimandfindoutwhy?I

decidedtopampermyselftodayIneedtorelax

beforeIlandonahospitalbedbecauseofasevere

headache.Igetupofbedandmadeitbefore

disappearingtomyen-suit.Ididmydailyroutine

andworemywhiteshortswithablackvestandmy

whiteblazerthatmatchestheshorts.Iworemy

blackLouboutinredbottomheel.Ididmysimple

makeupandappliedlipgloss.Iworemy36inch

weave.Itookmyslinginsertmycellphone,tissues

andmyblackcard.Iwenttothetable.

Mymomanddad:"nowthat'smydaughter."They

saidsmilingIdidalittletwirlforthembeforesitting



down.

Dad:"youlookyourselftoday."Hesaidsmiling.

Me:"lifeistoshortdadIhavetocherishevery

momentIhaveleft."

Them:"areyoudyingdowehavetobeworried?"I

laughed

Me:"me?Dienever.Ijustwanttobehappythat's

all."Theysmiledweatebreakfastmakingjokesas

always.LateronIwenttoaspainthehotelIwork

at.Itookaleave.Idideverythingyoucannameit

facetreatment,bodymassage,nailtreatmentetc.

MybodywassorelaxedplusIgotadiscountsince

Iworkthere.IwenttoMuggandBeanIwascraving

fortheirchocolatecake.

Waitercametome.

Him:"moringma'amcanIpleasetakeyouorder."

Me:"Iwillhaveasliceofchocolatecakeandgreen

teaplease."Henodded

Him:"comingrightup"heleftafter4minuteshe

camebackwithmyorder.Iwasreallyenjoying



myself.WhenIsawCagecominginwithSekani.

Sekaniwaslaughinghisintestinesout.Cageisa

greatfather.Ifoundmyselfsmiling.Iquicklyfrown

whenhelookedatmesmiling.Hecametomytable

andsatdownIjustfocusedonmydelicious

chocolate.FoodislifenomatterwhatmoodI'minI

eat.

Him:"soyoujustgoingtoignoreandletmeexplain."

IindicatetohimthathemustcontinuewillI'm

drinkingtea.Hesighed.

Him:"yesIagreethatheismyson.ButIneverknew

abouthim.Ifoundoutthedayyoualsofoundout.

StarfirewasmybootycallbackinRussiashe

disappearedinthinairandIdidn'tpaymuch

attentiontoher.IloveyouAyolasomuchthatIwill

neverhidethiskindofthingsfromyou.YouKnowI

tellyoueverything.Ihavebeenhonestwithyou

fromthebeginning.IloveyouAyolaandIwillnever

gettiredofsayingthat.Yourmylifepleaseaccept

meback.Phofcanyoupleaseacceptusback?"He

saidlookingatSekanihelookedsoadorable.He

indeedishandsomelikehisfather.



Me:"canIpleaseholdmyson."Yesyouheardme

myson.Imightnotsharethesamebloodtypewith

himbuthismysonsincehismylifepartnersboy.

Him:"youareacceptingus."Hesaidsmiling

Me:"mntanamLuvuyo(mychildLuvuyo)"Isaid

smilinghegavemeSekani.

Me:"Iloveyouall"Sekaniclappedhishands.We

chucklednotatakhe.

Cage:"weloveyoutoomommy."Ichilledwiththem

thewholeday.Sekaniisagreatsoncan'twaitto

growoldandwatchhimgrowintoagreatmanhe

willbe.Ilovethemsomuchalready.

.

.

.

.

Ayakha

I'mAyakhaBooi.I'm31yearsold.Ihavemyown

constructionbusiness.IlivealoneIstillhaveboth



myparents.You'llknowthatI'mdatingZiminathi.

FuckIlovethatgirl.Shehasawaytomakeme

happy.Shedoeseverythinginherpowertomake

mehappyandIdothesameforherIcan'timagine

myselfwithanybodyelsebuther.That'swhyI

thoughtmaybeIshouldtakeheroutonaweekend

awayImeanIhavethemoneyIdon'tknowwhere

tospenditthat'swhyIdecidedtotakehertoParis

that'stheperfectplacetotakeherto.Ihavealready

forherparentspermission.Ialsoaskedforleaveat

herworkplace.Wellthisisasurpriseforher.To

showherhowmuchIappreciateher.Wewillbuy

clothesthereIwanttospoilherrotten.That'smy

FirstLadyafterall.Ihavealreadytoldmyfriends

andtheyaresohappyformeeventheladies.It's

2pmandwearedepartingat3pm.Wewillbegoing

therewithaprivatejet.Thepassportseverythingis

set.Iwenttoherworkplacetopickherupasusual.

Shegetsinandkissme.

Me:'Firstlady.whowasyourday."

Her:"hecticasalwaysyouknowhowthese

Softwaresgo."



Me:"goodthingthatwearegoingonavacation."

Shelookedatmeshocked.

Her:"What!!"

Me:"aprivatejetiswaitingforusrightnow."

Her:"butIhaven'tevenpackedyet.Myfatherwill

totallydis..."

Me:"worrynotwewillbuyclothesthere.AndIhave

alreadyaskedpermissionfromyourparentscan

youpleasetrustyourmanonce."Shewasstill

shocked.Shestartedcrying.

Her:"thankyousomuchbabyIcan'tbelieveitcan

youpleasepinchme."Idid

Her:"Swine!!"Ilaughed.

Me:"wearealreadyherefirstladylet'sgotheprivate

jetisalreadyhere."Wegotout.

Her:"sowherearewegoing?"

Me:"Paris"Isaidwithenthusiasm.Shejumpedon

topofmeIheldher.Wehuggedtightly.Shekissed

meallovermyfaceIlaughed.



Me:"let'sgobabyParisiswaitingforus"

Her:"let'sgosthandwasam."Wedidwhatneededto

bedone.Wegottothejet.

Her:"butwhybaby?"

Me:"IloveyousthandwasamIhavemoneybutyou

Don'tknowwheretospenditsowhynotspoilthe

loveofmylife.IloveyoubabyandIwillalwayslove

you.Iknowyouranotafanofmaterialthings.But

notonthisvacationbabypleaseallowmetospoil

you."Shehadtears.Iwipedthemandkissedher

eyes.

Her:"IloveAyakhasomustnorh."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

:"Weareabouttotakeoffpleaseputonyoursafety

belts."Ihelpedherwithher'sIalsoputonmine.

Theplanetookoff.Butitlookedlikeitwasgoingto

fall.

Zimi:"whatishappening?"

Me:"Ialsodon'tknowbaby."Itwentunsteadyagain.

Nextthingtheplanecrushes



Zimi:"Ayakha!!"Thanboomlightsoff.

.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

WhatcanIsaylifeisgood.Ihaveawifeandason.

IlovebraggingaboutthemIjustcan'tbelievemy

lifeturnedouttobelikethis.I'msogratefulformy

past.IfYamkelaneverbetrayedmeIwouldn'thave

foundAyaandChumaniwouldn'texist.Ilovehow

mylifeturnedouttobe.LikeiDyanihappy.Iwake

upnexttothemostbeautifullivingthingIhaveever

seen.WomantrytoflirtwithmebutIjustgivethem

acoldshoulder.IlovemywifeandIwillneverhurt



herinsuchaway.Ivowedtoherthatitwillalways

bemeandherovertheworld.Ifsheseesmedoing

something.Shemustaskbeforefreakingout.She

mustalwaystrustme.CauseItrusthertoo.

EverythingIhaveeverdreamtaboutishappening.

JustthatIstillneedtoopenmyownbusinesses.I

willopenthemallonmybirthday.That'sthebest

giftIcangivemyself.WellmeandAyasharethe

samebirthdaymonthit'sjustthatthedifferenceis1

daysheisonthe29thofJulyandIontheother

handthe31st.I'msohappythatwesharethesame

month.IlovemywifeandsonsomuchIneverget

tiredofsayingthat.SotodayIwillbevisitingmy

fathersgravewithmymotherandsiblings.Itwillbe

myfirsttimegoingthere.Ireadtheletterandhe

soundssincere.IforgavehimalongtimeagoIjust

don'tknowhowtofeelabouthim.Let'sletthedead

restinpeace.It'ssadthatINevergotthechanceto

saythatIforgivehim.Butyeahit'slife.Meandmy

fathersharedagreatrelationship.

:"Baby!"IsnappedoutofmythoughtsandgaveAya

questioningeye's.



Her:"don'topenthembabytheyarestillsmall."She

saidlaughingandIchuckled.

Me:"fuckyou."Welaughed.

Her:"Don'tgiveitmuchthoughtbabyjustgo.

Everythingwillbefine."Inodded

Me:"lemmegothan.Iloveyouokay."Ikissedher

forehead.

Her:"Iloveyoutoobaby."IkissedtillChumani

pulledmyleg.

Aya:"siesChumaniunomona(yourjealous)"we

laughed

Me:"Leavemychildalone."Ikissedboththeir

foreheadsthanwalkedout.Mymomsaidtheyare

alreadyatthecemetery.IdrovethereandIsaw

theircar.Iapproachedthem.Iwalkedoutofmycar

andwenttothem.

Minnie:"almostthoughtyouwerenotcomingbro."I

justfaintlysmiled.

Me:"IwouldhavetoldandIkeepmypromises."I

huggedthem.Westartedcleaningaroundthe



tombstoneandplacedfreshflowers.Momprayed.

Theyallgavemespacetotalktodad.

Me:"Yeahtaima.Iknowweweren'tingoodterms

whenyoudiedandIunderstandwhereyouare

comingfrom.IjustwantedtotellyouthatIloveyou

popsandIwillalwaysdo.Pleaseguidemeandmy

family.It'ssadthatyoudiedbeforeyousawmy

wifeandson.Ihopethatyouwatchingovermeand

canyoupleaseprotectme.AndIforgiveyoupops.

AndforthelasttimeIloveyouPops."Itstarted

raining.Ilookedupandclosedmyeyes.

.

.

.

Vusumzi

Noneedfortheformalities.SoIseethatmywife

anddaughterareusedtothepanishmentIgive

them.ThankGodthat,thatAyamthandagirlcame

here.NowIhaveanewsourceofpaintocourse

themiftheystepoutofline.IaskedmyITguytodo

aresearchonher.Anditturnsoutthatsheis



Married,hasasonandsheisdoingherlastyearin

Actuarialscience.Whichmakesiteasierforme.I

willmakehermytransportershewilldeliverthe

numberstomypeopleforthecar&moneyheist.

Shewillbasicallygivethemnumbersandtheywill

seeifshecalculatedrightandgodotheheistatthe

placestheyget.AndtheplacesIwillbesendingher

toarenotquietgoodStatesforwomen.Theyare

dodgy.Everytimehermotherandsisterdoes

somethingIwilljusttellmyboyssomakeherfeel

moreuncomfortable.

.

.
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Vusumzi

Ifeelitinmybloodthattodayit'sgoingtobea



greatday.Wokenexttomybeautifulwife.Ilovethis

womansomuchit'sjustthatshelikesprovoking

me.ShejustneedstofollowmyordersandIwillbe

thegoodhusbandsheknows.Ikissedhercheek

andwenttotheen-suit.Ididmydailyroutine.Iwent

tothekitchen.Idecidedtopreparebreakfastfor

themthenewsI'mabouttobreakdowntothemwill

needafullstomachs.Isetupthetableandplace

thefoodonthetableImadeafarmhousebreakfast.

Justthantheycamedownstairs.Isatdown.

Them:"goodmorning."

Me:"Goodmorning."Theysatdown.Weate

Me:"Iwantyoutoinviteyourdaughterand

grandsonfordinnertonight."Theywereshocked

thatIalsoknowshehasachild.Ilaughed.

Me:"Irunthesestreetsdarlingsdon'tforgetthat."

Theyclearedtheirthroats.

Me:"preparethosefamousmealsofyours."

Nomphelofakedasmile.

Nomphelo:"Iwilldojustthat."Ikissedhercheek

andherdaughter'scheek.Iwenttowork.



.

.

.

Ayabonga

Mylifehasturnedouttobethebest.I'mnowdating

Mxo.Nooneknowsaboutourthing.Wemeetin

secret.Idon'twantVusumzitofindout.Hewillkill

Mxo.Istillhaven'ttoldhimofwhatVusumzidoes

tome.Ican'tbringmyselftotellhim.Hemakesme

forgetofwhatVusumzidoes.Idon'thave

nightmaresofhimanymore.Theycomeandgo.I

loveMxosomuch.Ijustwanttobefreetobefree

fromthislife.Nowheinvolvedanotherparty.I'm

worriedabouther.IsometimeswishInevermet

hee.Shewouldn'tbegoingthroughwhatsheis

abouttogothrough.I'mworriedofwhathewilldo

tonightatthedinnertable.Momhasalreadycalled

her.Wewerejustdoingthefinishingtouches.

Vusumzicamein.

Vusi:"goodafternoon."

Us:"Heyyourbackearly."Wellhealwayscomeslate



that'swhy.

Vusi:"wehaveguestscomingtodayremember."We

fakedasmileandnodded.

Vusi:"lemmegotakeashower."Hewentupstairs.

Mom:"IwonderwhatwillhedotoAyamthanda,ooh

mypoorbabyIjustfoundher.AndI'mlosingherto

amonster."Shecried

Me:"momcalmdown.Wewillhavetoseeatthe

dinnertabletoday."Shenodded.Wefinished

everythingandVusumzicamedownstairs.Just

thanAyamthandacameinalone.Iwonderwhereis

herson.

Ayamthanda:"goodeveningIhopeI'mnotlate."She

cametothedinningroomwithabottleofwine.

Vusi:"youjustcameintimepleasecameandjoin

us."

Aya:"Ibroughtthiswithme."

Mom:"youdidn'thaveto."ShesaidsmilingAya

cametositwithus.

Me:"whereisChumani?"



Aya:"heiswithhisfathertheywentoutonason

andfatherdate."Shesaidsmiling.Ifrowned.

Mom:"Isowantedtomeethim."

Aya:"youwillMa.Iwillcomewithhimsomeother

time."Wenodded.

Vusi:"let'seatwomanlambilidyani(themanis

hungry)"welaughed.Weateinalightconversation

laughing.IwasenjoyingmyselfIevenforgotabout

Vusumzibeingcruel.Wewerenowjustsitting

havingtheWine.

Vusumzi:"Ihaveanannouncementtomake."We

gavehimourattention.

Vusumzi:"soIheardthatAyamthandaisgoodwith

MathsandsheisdoingherfinalyearinActuarial

science."

Aya:"YesIam."Shesaidwithastraight.ishface

waitingforwhateverVusumziisgoingtothrowat

us.

Vusumzi:"Ihavedecidedtomakehermynew

transporter."Hesaidsmiling.



Us:"What!!!!"Wewereallshocked.

.

.

.
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Ayabonga

Wearestillshockedsittingatthetable.

Vusi:"Boysbringherin."Heyelled.2policeofficers

cameinwithawoman.Whowasbadlybruised.

Vusi:"youseeNatashahereismyTransporterno

waitwasmytransporteruntilshebetrayedby

givingmyenemiesmytransactions.Theytookmy

carsandmoney.Nowsheisgoingtomeether



ancestors."Hetookoutthesamegunthathe

alwaysusestokillpeople.Heshotthegirlmultiple

times.Weclosedoureyesandears.

Vusumzi:"Ihopethatyou'llgotthemessage"we

wereallcryingthepolicetookthebodyout.

Vusumzi:"soAyanameyourpricewhatamountdo

youwanttogeteverymonth.Anddon'tyoueven

thinkabouttellingSilenceraboutthis.Iwillwipe

himandhisfamilyouttheywilldisappearintothin

air."Ayajustlookedathim.Andranout.

Mom:"Vusumzipleaseleavemydaughter'soutof

this.IfyoulovemepleaseletAyabongaand

AyamthandagoIpromiseIwillobeyyourordersI

willdoeverythingthatyouwant.Pleasesparetheir

lives."Shewaskneelingdown.Vusilaughed.

Him:"Itoldyou'llIwillgetyouforwhathappened.

It'spaybacktimewhatwereyouthinkingwhenyou

broughtboyshere."Heroared.Wejustcried.He

stormedupstairs.Ialsowentuptomyroomand

lockedit.Ican'tbelievewhatjusthappened.Ineed

Mxolisinowtoclammedown.Iwenttositatthe



chairnearthewindow.Ilistenedtosoftmusicsince

italwayscalmsmedown.IheardaboomsoundI

gotfrightened.Iheldmychestandlookedup.Isaw

Mxo.Iquicklyrantohim.Ihuggedhimtightly.He

returnedthefavour.

Him:"talktoyourmanbaby."Isniffed.

Me:"it'snothingbabyIjustgotfrightened."

Him:"it'smorethanthatAyabongacomeontalkto

mesthandwasam."

Me:"I'mfinebabyIpromiseyou."Hesighed

Him:"Iwillletthisslipasidefornow.Camelet's

sleepyouneedit."Inodded.Wegottobed.

Me:"Iloveyouokay?"

Him:"Iloveyoutoobaby."Wekissedbefore

cuddlingtosleep.

.

.

.

.



Siyamthanda

MeandChumaniwentoutyesterday.Wewenttoa

gamecenter.IthinkthateveryFridaywewillbe

doingthat.Mysonwassohappyhecriedwhenwe

wenttoeathewantedtoplay.Hemostlylovedthe

cargames.WegothomelateandAyawasalready

there.ChumanidozeoffassoonasIchangedhim

tohisPJ's.Hedidn'twakeupatnight.WhenIgotto

myroom.Mywifewascurledonthebed.Iwonder

howthedinnerwentdown.Ipulledherclosetome

anditlookedlikeshewaswaitingformethewhole

timecausesheheldmetightly.Wewokeupthis

morning.Mywifehadredeyes.

Me:"babywhat'swrong."Iaskedconcerned.

Her:"I'mfinebaby."

Me:"whyareyoureyesredthanwereyoucrying."

Her:"it'snothingbabymaybeIwillhavesight

problems."IKnowwhenmywifeislyingtome

Me:"Don'tlietomeAyamthandaIKnowforafact

that,that'snottruetalktomewhatHappenedLast

night."Shejustbrokedown.Ihuggedhertightly.



Me:"talktomebaby."Sheshockherhead.Imade

lookatmewewerestillinbed.

Aya:"it'sjustthat.."shesighed"it'sjustthatmom

talkedaboutdadyesterdayandImissedhimso

muchIhaven'tvisitedhisgravethisyear.AndIfeel

bad."I'mnotconvincedaboutherstatementbutI

willtryandbelievehersomethingdeephappened

there.

Me:"wewilldrivetothecemeterytodaybabydon't

worry."Shenodded.Ikissedherforehead.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

ThankGodSiyabelievedme.Iknowforafacthe

willwanttofightformebutI'mnotreadytobea

widowattheageof29.Iwilljustdowhatneedsto

bedone.IbadlywanttotellSiyabutIcan'triskhis

life.IfitmeansprotectinghimthanIwillkeep

secretsfromhim.IlovethatmansomuchI'mnot

readytolosehim.Hedoeseverythingtoprotectme

andIwillalsodoeverythingtoprotecthim.Weare

inthistogetherafterall.That'swhathealwayssays

tome.Idon'tthinkIwilleverforgettheeventIsaw

yesterday.IthinkIwillhavenightmaresmyentire

life.Ijustwanttoerasethememoriesoutofmy

headbutIcan't.Itwilltakemetimetohealfrom

thatsight.

:"Babywehavetogotheweatherischanging.Wait

yourtrappedinyourownthoughtsagain."I

snappedoutofmythoughts.Ihavebeenzoningout

today.IhavetopullmyselftogetherbeforeSiya

noticesthatIlied.

Me:"Iwasjustthinkingofhowmylifewasback

thanIcan'tevenrememberhowhishugsare.I



lovedthatmanwithmyall.Butlifetookhimfrom

me."That'swhatImanagedtosay.Tobehonest

thoughImeanteverysinglewordIsaid.Imissmy

fathersomuch.

Him:"it'sagoodthingwearegoingtovisithimnow.

Let'sgobeforeitrains.Chumaniisalreadyatmy

mother'splace.Minniecametofechhim."Ismiled

Me:"wehavetogoandhavelunchwiththemit's

beenquietawhilehey."Hesmiled

Him:"whenwearebackfromthecemeterywewill

surelygothere."Istoodupfromthechairthatisin

frontofmymirror.Iwenttofoldmyhandsaround

hisneck.hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaist.

Me:"sthandwa."

Him:"sentliziyoyam."Igiggled

Me:"Iloveyoubaby."

Him:"Iloveyoutoobaby"wekissed.Wewerenow

atthecemetery.Iseriouslyneedtomakeabetter

tombstoneformydad.

Me:"IthinkIshouldbuyabettertombstonefordad."



Isaidcleaningaroundit.

Him:"youdefinitelyhavetobaby."Inoddedwe

finishedcleaningaround.Myhusbandgaveme

spacesothatIcantalktodad.

Me:"idon'tknowwheretostart.Butit'sbeenquieta

whilehey.ImissyoudadIjustwishyoucouldbe

heretoseemeallgrown.Ievenfoundyourwife.

Sheisnotalrightatall.Weneedyoudadtoprotect

usfromthatdangerousmanVusumzi.Yourlovely

wifeissufferingandweasyourchildrenarealso

sufferingpleasedadshowuslightandprotectus

sothatwecanbreakfreefromthecrueltyVusumzi

isputtingusthrough.Pleaseguideusineverything

wedo.Andcanyoupleaseprotectmeandmylittle

family.It'sapitythatyournotheretoseemy

husbandandyourgrandson.I'msurethatyou

wouldhavebeenfondofthem.ButIknowyouare

lookinguptous.Iwillsooncomebackandmake

surethatyougettohaveapropertombstone.Ilove

youDadandIwillalwaysloveyou.Pleaseguideme.

Ireallyneedyourguidance.IloveyouDadandI

missyou."Iclosedmyeyesanditstartedraining.I



guessSiyawasrightabouttheweather.Hequickly

camewiththeumbrella.Wewalkedtothecar.

Him:"areyoufeelingmuchbetternow?"

Me:"yeahI'mfinenow."Isaidgivinghima

convincingsmile.Heheldmythigh

Him:"let'sgomomiswaitingforus."Inoddedand

wetookofftohismother'shouse.Wewentin

MeandSiya:"Mama"weheardChumaniscreaming.

Heapproachedus.

M'siya:"senilaphaizani(youalreadyhere,come)"

wewenttothedinnertable.

Minnie:"yoursuchatraitorChumaniyouwereall

overusjustasecondago.Nowyouseeyour

parentsyoudon'tevenknowus."Welaughed.

Chumani:"mamatata."Heclappedhishands.We

laughed.

Siya:"leavemychildalonewenaMinnie."

Mihlali:"zizalelowakho(birthyourown.)"We

laughed



Minnie:"kunyakwakokengoku(yourshittingright

there)"

M'SIYA:"Minentlelanguage."Welaughed.

Me:"bakwenzanton'Minnie(whataretheydoingto

youMinnie)"

Her:"bayandilwasbalikazi(theyarefightingme)"

weatelunchhavingagreattimeIalwaysenjoy

beingatmyinlawstheyaresuchamood.Avery

welcomingfamily.

.

.

.

.

Zimi

IstartedpanickingasIrememberaboutwhat

happenedIwasworriedaboutAyakha.Iheard

beepingsoundsasIcouldn'topenmyeyes.Ifelt

unconsciousagain.Iopenedmyeyesandthelights

blindedme.SomeoneclosedthewindowIfinally

openedmyeyestobemetbymyparents.



Me:"w..at.er"theygavemewater.Icried.

Me:"whereisAyakha?"

Mom:"don'tcrybaby.Calmdownfirst."Idid

breathingexercises.

Dad:"AyakhaisinICU.Youguyshavebeenherefor

aweeknowwehavebeenprayingthatyouguys

wakeup."

Me:"ishegonebefine."

Mom:"let'swaitandseebabythedoctorsarealso

notsure.Theplanecrushedreallybad."Icried.

.

.

.
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Luvolwethu

Whatmorecanamanaskfor.Ihaveabeautiful

woman.Thandolwamiseverythingamanneeds.

Shedoeseverythingformesheevensatisfiesme.

Shedoeswhatshedoesit'slikeshehasdonethis

before.ButshewassealedwhenIgotatasteofher.

Ilovehersomuch.Iwillneverstoplovingher.She

isn'tjustoneinamillionbutsheisonceinalifetime

typeofpersonforme.Sheisperfectinherownway.

ShejustgavememorningGlorywhatawayto

wakeup.ButIsleptagainsinceit'sSundaytoday.I

waswokenupbysomeonekissingmeallovermy

face.IsmiledcauseIknowthatit'sThandolwam.I

finallyopenmyeyes.Whatabeautifulsighttosee

whenyouwakeup.

Me:"goodmorningbaby."Shepeckedmylips

beforegivingmebreakfast.

Her:"morningloveIhopethatyouwillenjoyyour

breakfast."Shesmiled.

Me:"youdidn'thavetothough."

Her:"Ilovespoilingmymanthat'sall."Weboth



smiled.

Me:"can'twaittowifeyoualready."Shegiggled

Me:"lemmegowashmyfacefirst."Shenodded.I

stoodupandwenttotheen-suitbuttnaked.She

laughed.Shealwayslaugh'satme.

Her:"haimarnzisexymarn,zisexymarn(theyare

sexy)"shesang.Welaughed.

Me:"fuckyou."Wewerestilllaughing

Her:"it'sacompliment"Ibushedmyteeth

Me'"fuckyoustill."Welaughed.Iwentbacktobed.I

atemybreakfastmyfavorite.

Me:"haveyoueaten"

Her:"no"

Me:"whydidn'tyousayso?"ItookmylastsipInmy

strongcoffee.Sheknowshowtomakeit.Ialso

tookmylastbite.

Her:"youwereenjoyingyourselfsoIdidn'twantto

botheryou."Shesaidbusyonhercellphone.Iknow

forafactthatifsheisn'tplayingcandycrushsheis



playingthattalkingcatofhers

Me:"makesurethatIdon'tgetmyhandsonthat

phonecauseIwillfuckendeletethosegames."She

laughedtitlingherheadback.Shealwaysdoesthat

anditturnsmeon.Shelookscute.

Me:"Thandolwammarn"Isaidclosingmyeyes.She

cametoclimbontopofme.

Her:"what?"Ijustkissedherthingsleadtothenext

andwehadasteamysection.

Her:"thatwasgreat."Shesaidbreathingheavily.

Me:"yeahitwascomelet'sgotakeabathand

Netflixandchill."Ipickedherupinbridalstyle.Iran

abathforus.Wetookabathanddidourdaily

routine.Sheworemyt-shirtitisoversizetoher.I

woremygreyshortsandmywhitevest.Wewentto

thekitchen.

Me:"lemmepreparesomethingforyousinceyou

didn'teat."Iplacedherontopofthecountertable

Her:"yathandundenzumntana(youlikemakingme

yourchild)"welaughed.



Me:"youareachildI'm10yearsolderthanyou."

Her:"I'mandadultqa."

Me:"thenproveitbygivingmealittleyouIwanta

girlnorh."Welaughed.

Her:"NoIwantaboy.AgirlwillbeDaddy'sLittleGirl

shewilltakemyplace.Sohellnoaboywillbefine."

Me:"who'sspermsarethese"

Her:"who'seggs."

Me:"whodoesthehardwork."

Her:"whokeepshimsafeforninemonths,whogoes

throughlabourpains?"

Me:"IgiveupbutIwantagirl."Welaughed.

Me:"hereisyourfood.PhofI'mgoingtofeedyou."

Shegiggled.Istartedfeedingherbutwasdisturbed

byaknockonthedoor.

Me:"Iwillgetit."Igaveheratheplatethanwiped

myhands.IwenttoopenthedoorandBraMosses

wasstandingthere.

Me:"bramoses."



Him:"yeahboss.IjustwantedtosaythatI'mgoing

now."

Me:"okaybramosesareyoucomingtomorrow.?"

Him:"YesIneedtocutthegrass."Ilookedatthe

newspaperhewasholdingsomethingsaidImust

lookatit.

Me:"canIseethepaperplease."Hehandedittome

IalmostfaintedwhenIsawZimiatthefront.

Me:"whendidthisplanecrushhappen?"

Him:"aweekagosir."Thanitcamebackthatthey

weregoingonavacation.

Me:"Thandobringmemycarkeys,cellphoneand

wallet."Iyelled

Mosses:"what'swrongsir."

Me:"thepeoplethatwhereontheplanecrushare

myfriends."ThandoCamewiththethingsIasked

for.

Her:"what'swrong."

Me:"Iwillexplainonthewaycomelet'sgo."We



rushedoutIdroveoff

Me:"gotow/aorsomethingandinformmyfriends

tocometothehospital.ZimiandSnakeswere

involvedinaplanecrushaweekago."

Her:"what!!"

Me:"yeah."Shedidasrequested.Wegottothe

hospitalandwenttothereceptionist.

Me:"AyakhaBooiandZiminathiJola"

Her:"areyouperhapsafamilymembersir"

Me:"Iwillgetyoufiredwherethefuckarethey.-look

athernametag-BusidoyouknowwhothefuckI

am?"

Her:"looksirit'sagainstthehospitalpolicytogive

suchinformationwhatifyourkillers."

Me:"yewethuBu...."

Thando:"calmdownbaby.Sorrysisterbusi.My

husbandoverhereisstressedoutabouthisbest

friendhejustfoundoutthattheywereinvolvedina

planecrush.Socanyoupleasetellustheward

numberandifwewerekillersthesecuritywouldn't



haveletusin."Waitdidshesaymyhusband.I

lookedatheramazed.Shejustnodded.Ikeep

fallingforthiswomaneveryday.

Busigirl:"WellaccordingtomyBooksAyakhaBooi

isstillinICU."Iburiedmyheadinmyhands.

Busigirl:"andZimiwokeupyesterdayasyousaw

onthenewspapersheisinward."Shetoldusthe

wardroom.WefirstwenttoAyakha.Hehadso

manypipesaroundhim.Thandoheldmyhand

tighter.Ihadtearsinmyeyes.

Thando:"heisgoingtobefinebaby."Inodded.She

wipedthetearfrommyeye.Wehardanoisefrom

theback.Welookedbackandwesawourfriends.

Theywerebeingchasedawaybythesecuritybut

theywerefightingthem.Ichuckledbeforewalking

tothem.

TT:"soonIwillbetheownofthisplaceandIwillfire

youall.Rhaa."

Lethabo:"tellthembabytheywillbethefirstpeople

wefire."Wechuckled.

Me:"pleaseexcusethem.Theyarewithme."



Riri:"rhaaleminqundu"theywentout.Wewalkedto

Ayakha'sroom.

Aya:"whathappened?"

Me:"Ialsodon'tknowbutZimiisawakeshewoke

upyesterday.It'sbeenaweeksincetheywere

here."

Siya:"ain'ttheysupposetobeinthiermini

vacation?"

Thando:"yestheyhadaplanecrush."Theyallheld

theirknees.

Cage:"howcomewedidn'tpickupthis."

Ayola:"let'sgotoZimiguysshehastheanswers."

Wewalkedtoherwardshewaslookingatthe

ceilingcrying.Thegirlsquicklyrantoher.She

wipedhertears.

Riri:"chomiieareyoufine?"

Zimi:"I'mfinejustworriedaboutAyakha."

Siya:"whathappened?"

Zimi:"hewenttofetchmefrommyworkplaceas



usual.Wewenttotheairporttheplanetookofbutit

wasunsteady."Shestoppedtalkingandclosedher

eyes.

Zimi:"thenextthingthejetcrushes.Anditfallon

Ayakhaside."Shecried.

Aya:"heisgonnabealright."

Me:"YeahAyakhaisafighterhewillwakeupIcan

guaranteethattoyou."Theyallagreedtomy

statementandZiminodded.Wechilledtherethe

wholeday.Atleastshewasfinewhenwewent

home.

Thando:"itwasahecticdayhey."

Me:"Isecondthat."Wewereintheloungechoosing

amovietorentatNetflix.Wejustatedinner.

Thando:"hewillwakeupyouwillsee."

Me:"whichmovie?"

Her:"thehateyougive."

Me:"yeahhisafighter.Ijusthopethathedoesn't

havebraindamageandhaveismemoryerased."



Her;"Ihopesotoo."Shegavemetighthug.

Her:"everythingisgonebealright.Iloveyouokay?"

Shealwayssoftensmewhenshesaysthat

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Ipeckedherforehead.We

watchedthemovie.

.

.
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Vusumzi

Ihavegivenhersomuchtimenow.Ifshethinks

shecanrunawayfrommeshehasanotherthing

comingthan.



Iwillmakesurethattommorowshedoesherfirst

job.Welostalotofmoneyalready.

Hermotherhasbeenbaggingmenonestop.ButI'm

notshakenabit.IlovethatwomanbutIwon'tlet

hergettomethistime.

Iwillhavetogiveheracalltocometomyhouse.

Shehastopreparefortommorow.Ifitmeans

shakingherabitthansobeit.Iwilldojustthat.

Wearerunningabusinesshereafterallthisisnota

playground.PlusthemoneyIwillbegivingheris

tricethemoneyshewillbegettingwhensheisa

Actuary.

Iwokeupasusual.Shewasn'tnextme.Afterthat

dinner.Shemakessurethatshewakesupbefore

me.Idon'tknowifshethinksthatwillchangeme



frommydecision.

IfhardtofindaTransporterwithbrains.Andone

justlandedonmydoorstep.AndIheardsheisanA

studentatherdegree.Butshecomessecondifnot

third.

Ididmydailyroutine.Wentdownstairs.Foundmy

lovelywifetherebutAyabongawasn't.That'swhat

shedoeseveryday.

IfshethinksI'mgoingtoletherclimbontopofmy

head.Thanshealsohasanotherthingcomingthis

evening.Igivethemsimpleorderandtheycan't

evenfollowthem.

OneofthereasonswhyAyamthandaisalso

involvednow.

Me:"goodmorning"isaidkissinghercheek.



Her:"morning."

Me:"howdidyousleep?"Isaiddishingup.

Her:"sameaseverynightIguess."Sheshrugged

hershoulders.

Her:"andyouhowdidyousleep?"

Me:"great."Shenoddedandforcedasmile.Weate

incomfortablesilence.

Me:"makesureyourbratsarehereintheevening.

AndwhenIsayBRATSImeanthebothofthem."

Her:"pleasevusumzileavemydaughter'soutofthis.

Dealwithmeyoulovemenotthem.Pleaseletthem



go.Iloveyou."Shesaidthe'iloveyou'hard.

Sothatmeansshedoesn'tloveme.Thisoldragis

soungrateful.Idoeverythingforher.Senther

daughtertotopnotchschools.

Me:"nexttimewhenyousayit.Youshouldmeanit

ratherbutthatwon'tchangemymind.Callyour

daughtershereI'mnotinthemoodforthischatit's

stillearlyearlyinthemorningforfights."Ikissed

herbutshedidn'trespondatfirstbutendedup

givingin.

Iwenttomyworkplace.Ifirststartedatthe

receptionisttoclockin.I'madoctorremember.

Me:"heyLizzyanymessagesforme."

Lizzy:"morningsir.Unfortunatelynottodaysir."I



smiledandnodded.Iwenttomyofficeandstarted

workingonsomefiles.

Someonejustgotinmyofficewithoutknocking.I

hatethat.Ididn'tevenlookuptoseewhoitis.

Me:"gogetyourmannersoutsidewhenyoucollect

themallthancomeinside."Isaidfocusedonmy

laptop.

Thepersongotoutthanknocked.

Me:"comein."Myexbootycallcamein.ButI

stoppedfuckingwithherthedayIgotmarried.

Me:"Phindile."I'msurprisedthatIstillknowher

name.

Her:"Vusumzi."



Me:"Idon'thaveanappointmentwithyouthelast

timeIchecked."Isaidgivingherquestioningeye's.

Her:"canwepleasegobacktotheolddays."WellI

usedtofuckandgivehermoney.I'msureshe

desperatelyneedsmoneynow.ButI'mnotshakena

bit.IhaveawifeIsatisfymyselfon.

Me:"let'sleavethepastinthepast.Wehadagreat

timethanbutnotnow.I'mamarriedman."Shetook

ofherlongcoat.Shewaswearingalingerie.Iwas

notshakenabit.

Me:"wearyourcoatI'mnotinterested."Iworked

again

Her:"comeonmziIknowyouwantthis.Youdon't

evenloveyourwifeforheaven'ssake."Ichargedto

herimmediately.Istrangledher.



Me:"neversaythatagain.Ilovemywife."She

coughed

Her:"haikusaidiikunipondawewetuuliyekuwana

wasiwasinaehaumpendi(itdoesn'thelpyou

stranglingme,youonlyobsessedwithheryoudon't

loveher.)"Shelaughedstillcoughing.Iletgoofher.

Me:"getout!!Getthefuckout!!"Iwasfumingwith

anger.Howdareshe.Shetookhercoatandwalked

whilelaughing.Shehasthenervetocomehereand

insultmelikethat.Ineedtoreleasemystressnow.

.

.

.

.

Ayamthanda

I'msoworriedaboutzimiandsnakesIhopethat

theywillhealsoon.IhopeSnakesdoesn'tdie.Zimi



willbeintraumatizedshelovesSnakessomuch.

ButIknowforafactthatSnakesisafighterhewill

wakeupfromthatbed.

Ijusthopethathewillnotgetabraindamage.We

didn'tgetachancetoaskforfeedbackfromthe

doctor.

Iwasnowchillingwithmyhusband.Chumaniwent

outwithSekaniandhisfather.Atleastmychildhas

foundabestfriend.

Me:"whenareyougoingtotheMall?"Hewas

paintingmynailsbutitwasadisaster.

Me:"yohbabywhatthefuckareyoudoing."He

lookedatme.



Him:"paintingyournails.Duuh"herolledhiseyes.I

laughedcausehewasalsosoundinggay.ish

Me:"haveyoueverbeendivorcedforbeinggay?"He

laughed

Him:"oohdarlingworrylesscauseIwillsurelyfind

atoughmanlikevindiesel."Welaughed

Me:"wieisdit(whoisthat)"wewerestilllaughing.

Him:"oohmygoshyoudon'tevenknowhim.Girl

youleaveundertherock."Laughing

Me:"akandaziNamAndimazisoyeah(hedoesn't

knowmeIalsodon'tknowhim.)"Welaughed

Him:"yoohyoursomeoneelse."



Me:"juststopactinggayishorIwilldivorceyou."

Him:"rhaawenadivorce.amnaundithandakanga

haaa(youdivorcingme?Neveryoulovemeso

much.)"

Me:"Iwillfindarebound.AndIthinkIknow

someonewhowillbeone."Isaidthinking

Him:"yeybaniloponidiyibulalengokurhaamfazi

kabanibanganya(whoisthatboy,Iwillkillhimnow.

Who'swifedoeshewant)"hesaidtemptingtoleave.

Ilaughed

Me:"justjokingbabyyouknowthatIwillnever

cheatonyou.Iloveyousomuch."Isaidsmiling.

Him:"saythelastpartagain."



Me:"haimbonya"hetickledme.

Him:"saythatagain.Ihaterepeatingmyself."Iwas

giggling.

Me:"Ial....soha...t

...erepe...ati..ngmys...elf."

Him:"wakewadivorce.waforungathethi(haveyou

beendivorcedfornottalking.)"Hesaidlaughing

copingmyvoice.

Me:"ok..a..yfin....eIlov..eyo..usomu..ch."he

stoppeddoingwhathewasdoingandkissedme.

Him:"Iloveyoutoo"hesaidthroughthekiss,Ijust

smiledwepulledout.



Me:"sowhenareyougoingtothemallIneedanew

makeupset."Heopenedhiseyes

Me:"closethemBaby."Ilaughedhelaughedtoo

Him:"mxmkene."Hefrowned.Ilaughed

Me:"sakthandikengoku."

Him:"mxm.ButyeahIwillgotodaybutthatshitis

expensive."

Me:"it'snotlikeyoudon'thavemoney."

Him:"phoffzizothiniungabiduruxainithifrom

NtombitoBeyonce(oohIgetwhytheyare

expensiveitgoesfromyou'llbeingNtombito



Beyonce)"Iburstintolaugher.Tearsevencameout

ofmyeyes.Hewasalsolaughing.

Me:"I'mhurtrightnow."Isaidstilllaughing.

Him:"butit'struebabynooffence."Helaughed

Me:"alltheoffencetaken."Ilaughed.

Him:"shamhealbabyheal."

Me:"mxm"welaughed.

Him:"let'sgoI'mtakingyououttoday"

Me:"youalwaystakemeout."Isaidrollingmyeyes.



Him:"that'sthethingwithyou.Youdon'tallowmeto

finishmysentence."HealsorolledhiseyesI

laughed

Me:"okayfinishyoursentencethan."

Him:"yourpayingthebillwoman."Hesaidsmiling

Me:"me?"

Him:"myoneandonlywife."Hesaidwiththewidest

smile.

Me:"okayfine."Irolledmyeyes.Iwaswearingabig

hoodiematchinghis.ButIwasonlywearingithe

waswearinghisjeans.Myhoodiewaswritten"his

wife"andhiswaswritten"herhusband"



Me:"lemmechange."

Him:"nopeyou'regoingtogooutlikethat.Itrust

youwithmyallIknowyouwon'tcheatonme."

Me:"whatwillpeoplesay?"

Him:"womanIdon'tcareaboutwhatpeoplesay.

Let'swearoursneakers."Weworeoursneakers.He

decidedthathewantstogotoMcDonald.Heheld

mywaistwhenwewerewalkingatthemall.MxmI

lovemyhusbandandIwillalwayslovehimno

matterwhat.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Siya:"westillneedtogetmarriedbabyit'sagreat

thingyoufoundyourmother."WewerestillatMc

Donaldeatingmcflurry's.

Me:"morelikeit'sacurse."Imumbled

Him:"mhh?"

Me:"I'msayingitisindeedagreatthing."Ifakeda

smilelyingthroughmyteeth.

Ican'ttellhimthetruthhewillcausemoretrouble

andIdon'twanttolosehimandChumani.



Him:"Icanpaythelobolanowandgetmarriedto

youtraditional."

Me:"butThandoisnotingoodtermswithher

mother.Sothattheybetheonesnegotiating.Since

theyaremyuncle's.ButIwillaskfortheircontact

informationdon'tworry."Isaidsmiling.

Him:"yoursmartKanti"Ifrownedandhelaughed

Me:"Iwon'tbefinishingschoolnow."

Him:"Iwillhavetomakeabiggraduationpartyfor

you."

Me:"familywillbefinesthandwa."

Him:"sentliziyoyam."Welaughed.



Me:"mxmIloveyousham."

Him:"weredoesshamenterkengoku."

Me:"everywhere."

Him;"Ipreferyousayingndakuthannda(Iloveyou)

thanIloveyou.WhenyousayitinisXhosaIfeel

youwhenyousayitinEnglishit'slikeyoursayinga

randomthingyabo."Inodded

Me:"yoursodramatic.ButIwilldoanythingformy

baby."Ismiledhealsosmiled.

Him:"ndakuthanndavakakulunorh(Iloveyouso

much)"hekissedme.Wekissedbutwasdisturbed

bypeopleclappingIpulledoutandhidwithhis

chest.



Him:"nton'nimenzaintlonimfazwam(yourmaking

mywifeshy)"everyonelaughed.MxmI'mmarried

toamadpersonhere.Myphonerang.Ipickedupit

wasmom

Me:"Ma?"

Her:"heybabycanyou"Shesighed"pleasecome

over."Icouldheartheworryinhervoice.

Me:"okaymaIwillberightthere."Isighedbefore

disconnectingthecall.

Siya:"iseverythingalrightsthandwa."

Me:"yesitisbaby.Canyoupleasetakemetomy

mother'splace."



Him:"ofcoursebabylet'sgo."Wewentthere.

Him:"callwhenyouneedmetofetchyouokay."I

nodded.

Me:"Iloveyou."Wekissed

Him:"Iloveyoutoo."Iopenedthedoorandwalked

outslowly.Idon'tknowwhattoexpecttoday.

DefinitelyhastodowiththeTransporterissue.Iwill

havetodoitformyfamily.

Iknocked.Ayabongacametoopenthedoor.She

huggedmeandIhuggedherback.

Mypoorsisterhastogothroughallofthiswhen



sheissupposetobeenjoyingherlifewithkidsand

ahusband.

Me:"heysishowareyou."

Her:"notgreatatallbutI'mgettingthere."Inodded

wewalkedin.Theyweresittingonthecouch

watchingTV.

Me:"afternoon."

Them:"baby/hey."

Vusumzi:"it'sagoodthingyoucameIjustwanted

togiveyouthis."Hegavemeapaperfullofsums

Vusumzi:"yourancestorsandyourgodareinrush

hourtoday.Iwasgoingtodosomethingcrueltoall



ofyouifyounevercame."

Me:"satanawena."

Him:"a.adear.I'mthedevil'sfather."Iclickedmy

tongue.

Momwascryingthereandmysisterwasalso

crying.

Itookthepaperandwalkedout.Irequestedfora

cab.Itcameandtookmestraightathome.

TherewasnoonetheremeaningSiyaiswiththe

gents.

WhatagreatreliefmeaningthatIwillbeableto

addupthisnumberswithouthavingtobe



questionedbyhim.

Iwenttohisstudyandaddedupthenumbers.I

evenredidthemtomakesuretheyarealright.

Idon'twanttoriskanythingtommorow.Iwon't

forgivemyselfifsomethinghappenstomyfamily

members.

Isaidalittleprayerbeforegettingoutofthestudy.I

tookashowerbeforegoingtobed.I'mnothungry.

AndI'msurewhereevermyboysaretheyate.I

sleptphoffIdidn'tIwasthinkingoftheplacesIwill

begoingtotheysounddodgy.

Inthemiddleofthenightwhileturningandtossing.

Siyagotinbed.Hepulledmeclosetohim.



ItwaslikeheismysleepingpillcauseIslept

instantly.Someonestartedkissingmeallovermy

face.Ismiledbeforeopeningmyeyes.Itismorning

already.I'mnotreadyforthisday.

Me:"heybabe."Hekissedme.

Him:"howdidyousleep."Ismiled

Me:"great.Wherewereyouguysyesterday?"

Him:"wewerejustchillingatTailorshouse.Butwe

wenttothehospitalfirst."Hesighed.

Me:"hisgoingtowakeupbaby.Iknowforafact

justgivehimtimeokay."

Him:"okay"hegavemeaconvincingsmile.



Wemadethebedbeforedoingourdailyroutine.We

alsoatebreakfast,tookChumanitoschoolIwas

leftaloneatthishouse.

Thatgivesmetimetogodropthenumbers.Iran

upstairs.Saidalongprayerthis.IlookedforSiya's

gunandplaceditonmywaist.Itookthepaperand

carkeys.

Idrovetothefirstplaceitwasahostelfullwith

prostitutes.IwentintotheroomnumberIknocked.

Aguyopenedup.Hisflatwasgoodit'slikehe

doesn'tliveinthishostel.Itisdirtyoutside.

Him:"wantajobasaprostitute?"Hesaidbittinghis

lowerlip.Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"transporter."Isaidboldly.



Him:"mzisurelytookhistime.Ialmostthoughtheis

outofbusiness.Lemmegofetchapaperandpen

quickly."Inodded.

Hewentinandcamewiththepaper.Itoldhimthe

numbers.

Him:"uhmmm.Yeahthisnumbersarealrightyou

canleavenow."Inoddedandwalkedout.Iexhaled.

Ididn'tevenrealizeIwasholdingmybreath.Iwent

totheotherplacesaswell.Iwassonervousbut

endeduppullingitattheendoftheday.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

Ihadalongdayatwork.Ijusthopemywifecooked.

Sinceit'smyturntoday.

Phoffwecooktogetherwhenit'smyturn.Iwould

liketomakeherahousewife.

Shedoesn'twanttobeoneshewantstobe

independent.Ijustdon'tlikethefactthatmywife

goesaroundpeople.

Itrustherbutnee.Thefactthatothermanwillbe

thinkingabouther.Givesmeshiversdownmy

spine.AyiKhoCutetulento(thisthingain'tcuteat

all).



ButworrylesscauseIknowforafactthatAyais

crazyaboutme.Webothcrazyabouteachother.

Igothomeandhercarwastheremeaningshe

didn'tgoanywhere.Iwalkedinthehouseandshe

washaveherflyingfish.Ilaughed.

Me:"forricherandforpoorntanga."Shelaughed

andliftedupherbeerlikesheissayingcheersto

someone.

Her:"anditwillalwaysbelikethat."Welaughed

Me:"IalsoneedoneIhadalongday.Canyou

pleasecookforme."Ihaveherpuppyeyes.She

chuckledandwalkedtothefridgeshecameback

withthebeer.Igulpeditdown.



Shegotbusywithherphoneforasecond.

Her:"I'malsotiredsoIorderedonline.AndDon't

worryIwillbepaying."Shesmirked.mxmsaylonlo.

Me:"youcrazy."Isaidlaughing

Her:"aboutyou"welaughedthedoorwentopenand

Chumanicamein.

Him:"mamamtatamlambile(mommyanddaddy

I'mhungry.)"Wellhehastransportation.

Aya:"celakutatababydiniwemama(askDaddy,

mommyistired.)"Ilookedather.

Chumani:"daddy."Hesaidsmilingwithhis4teeth.

Fuckthischildlookslikeme.Girlswillberunning



afterhim.

Me:"haihaikwedinicelumamakhofileumna(nono

boyaskyoumom.I'mdead.)"Isaidsleepingontop

ofthecounter.

Chumani:"mommy.DaddyissleepingandI'm

hungry."Hefrowned.

Aya:"yuuhyadikanalotatakhoizandizokwenzela

custard(yourfatherisannoyingcomeIwillmake

youcustard.)"Herantohismotherleavinghisbag

atthedoorway.Thischild.

LateronwewenttobedafterreadingChumania

bedtimestory.

Ayawasgivingmeabackmassage.



Me:"IthinkeverydayI'mgoingtocomebacktired."

Shegiggled

Her:"yanya.AnywaytommorowZimiisgetting

discharged."

Me:"inthemorningorafternoon?"

Her:"morningbabyat9am."

Me:"okaywewillgothereain'tyougoingtoschool

tomorrow?"

Her:"IwillbegoingtoschoolbutIhaveclassesat

12."Inodded.

Her:"alldonenow.Yourbodyshouldberelaxed."

Sheclimbedofmesinceshewassittingontopof



me.

Me:"thankyoubaby."Ikissedher.Shedisappeared

totheen-suit.Ithinkshewenttowashherhands.

Shecameback.

Wewereundercoversnow.Wewerelooking

throughweddingmagazines

Her:"weshouldgetmarriedatTheMoonand

Sixpence"theplacelookedgreat.

Me:"yesweshould.Butwewilltalkaboutplaces

afterthetraditionalwedding.Iwantyoutowear

thoseMakotiattiresforthosemonthsthanhavea

whiteweddingaftertheyallowyoutotakethemoff

andthangoforourhunnymoon.Idon'twantyou

wearingthoseblanketsoverseas."



Her:"youhaveitallplannedoutIseebutIgetyour

pointofview."

Me:"youalwaysgetitsoyeah."Irolledmyeyes.

Shelaughed.

Weslept.Butwasdisturbedbysomeoneopening

thedoor.Thepersongotin.

:"Mommydaddyfunipapa(Iwantporridge)"we

quicklywokeupnomamakheandlookedathim.He

giggled.

Aya:"howdidyougetdownfromyourbed?"He

stoppedsleepingonacotnow.

Him:"papa."



Ishookmyheadbeforegoingintheen-suit.Idid

mydailyroutine.Woremyblackuzzijeansandmy

whiteuzzit-shirtwithmyleatherjacket.Iworemy

blackkicksandwakeddownstairs.

AyajustfinishedfeedingChumani.

Me:"IwillmakebreakfastwhileyoubathChumani.

Thanwecangotothehospital."Shenodded.They

walkedupstairswithChumanigigglinghislungs

out.

Afewminuteslatertheycamedownstairs.Imadea

farmhousebreakfast.

Aya:"mmhitsmellsgreatoverhereandyoumade

myfavorite."

Me:"ourfavorite."WeateChumaniwasjusteating



eggs.

Lateronhistransportcame.Wealsowenttothe

hospitalandeveryonewasalreadythere.

MeandAya:"siphakathi(weareinside)"

Them:"inside"welaughedalsozimilaughedatleast.

Zimi:"let'sgocheckAyakhabeforewego."We

noddedbeforegoingtoAyakha'sward.

WewentthereandZimiwenttositnexthim.We

justsurroundedhisbed.

Zimi:"pleasewakeupbabyjustforme."Hekissed

hisforehead.



Themachinesstartedgoingcrazy.Thedoctors

cameinandChasedusout.Minuteslatewewere

toldtogetin.

Doctor:"doyouperhapsknowthesepeople."What

thefuck?

TT:"whatdoyoumeandoc?"

Doctor:"hehasabraindamagehedoesn't

rememberathing."Wewereallshocked.

Zimi:"what?"Thatcameoutasawhispershewas

crying.

Snakes:"IonlyknowheryesherNameisZimisheis

myPA."Welookedathimstillshocked.



Doctor:"heforgothislifeheislivingsomeoneelse's

lifenow.Itwilltaketimeforhimtoremember

everythingpleasebepatientwithhim.Ifyouput

pressureonhimhemightlosehismindforgoodor

worsedie."

Wewerestillshocked

.
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-9monthslater-

Lethabo

It'snowNovemberandI'm9Monthspregnant.It's



beenmonthsofhell.

TTisfedupwithme.Butwefacedeverything

together.Henevergivesuponme.

HealwaysmakesurethatI'malright.Hemademe

stopworkingwhenIwas7monthspregnant.

Imagine.Hewantsourkidtobehealthy.Hedoesn't

wanthimtohaveanydifficulty's.

ButIunderstandwhereheiscomingfromcause

thisishisfirstkidafterall.

Ihavebeenhavingcrampseversincethismorning.

Iwokeupwithhimbymyside.

WellIlivewithhimnowsinceSizweisataboarding



schoolinCapeTown.

Buthewillbebacksoon.Hehasbeenperforming

reallygreat.

HeevenwenttoBotswanaforasoccertournament.

Buttheylostattheend.

Mybrotherissohappyevenhismarksimproved.

Hecameoutsecondlastterm.Phoffifhedoesn't

comeoutfirsthecomesoutsecondinthetop10.

Hehasgreatfriendsthatside.IonceSurprisedhim

andyeahhisfriendsarerightforhim.

I'msurehewillmakemeproudandbecamewhat

hewants.Justcan'twaittoseehim.



LemmecallhimandseewhenhewillbebackI

misshimsomuch.Heansweredonthesecondring.

Him:"bigsis.Hey."Hewasbreathingoutheavily

maybehewastraining.

:"SizwegetbackonthefieldI'msureyoudon'twant

aslosingagainwehaveatournamentnextweek."

Sizwe:"givemefiveminutescouch.Mysisteris

calling."Ilaughed

Me:"youdidn'teventellmethatyouaregoingona

tournamentagainnextweek."

Him:"Iwaswaitingforyourcallsisanywayit'sa

homegamenotagoawaygamesodon'tworrysis."



Me:"mmhanywayhowarethingsthatside?"

Him:"greatsisjustthatIhavetojugglesportsand

schoolworkbutIhaveeverythingundercontrol.I

stillneedtogotoachessmatchtodayinthe

afternoon.AndI'mwritingexamsnextweek."

Me:"justdon'tputmuchpressureonyourselfbro.I

knowyouwillbeabletopullthroughallofthisI

havefaithinyouokay."

Him:"thankyousis."

Me:"whenareyoucomingbackImissyou."

Him:"ImissyoutoosisIwillcomebackonceIget

myresults.Iwanttobetherewhenmynephewor

nieceisborn.Can'twaittobeanuncle."Welaughed



Me:"semncinciforbanguuncle(yoursosmalltobe

anuncle)"welaughed.

Him:"I'manuncleqa.LooksisIhavetogo.Ilove

youguys."

Me:"Iloveyoutoobye."Idroppedthecall.

TTwassnoringnexttome.Ishookmyheadthan

wentbacktosleepsinceIwastiredandthecramps

weregone.

Someonewaskissingmeallovermyface.Iopened

myonlytobemetbyTT.

Him:"morninghunny."

Me:"heypumpkinhowareyou."



Him:"I'mfinehowareyouandmylittleChamp."

Me:"hadcrampsearlyinthemorningbutI'mfine

now."

Him:"lemmecheckmyphonequickly.Seeifthereis

anyemergenciesatwork."Inodded.Hegavemea

peck.

Hetookhisphonefromthecharger.

Him:"damnyoueskom."

Me:"thereisnoelectricity?"

Him:"yeah."IwasactuallyHappycauseitwillgive

ustimetobondnopumpkinwithouthavingtodo



anythingelectronic.

Me:"washa."Isaidsmiling.

Him:"whyyouhappy."hesaidconfused

Me:"stoplookingatthebadsideandlookonthe

goodsidethiswillgiveussometimetobond

pumpkin."

Him:"wealwaysbondnjenaweseeeachother

24/7."

Me:"yeahbutthistimewithoutelectronics."Isaid

smilinghealsosmiled.

Him:"that'sgreatwhatareyoucravingfor?"



Me:"friesfromMcDonald's,spurribs,chickenfeet

formhillbrow..."

Him:"hillbrow?"Heopenedhiseyes.

Me:"yeah"

Him:"womandoyouwantmedead?"Ilaughed.

Me:"maybe.Butjustgetmetheirchickenfeetand

that'sall."Hetookhisgunout.

Him:"Iwillneedit."Hedisappearedtotheen-suit.

Probablytakingacoldshower.Sincethereisno

electricityandthegeyserisalsooff.

Hecamebackandlotioned.Iwenttotheclosetto



takeoutclothesforhim.

Iwalkedbacktotheroomwithhisclothes.

Him:"youraStarhunny."Hesaidkissingmy

forehead.Igavehimhisclothes.Heworethem.

Him;"Iwillbebackjustnowokay?Iloveyou."We

kissed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Hewalkedout.Imadethebed

beforecleaningaroundthehouse.

IttookmeanhourtocleanandIwasexhausted.

Andthecrampscameback.Iwalkedupstairsusing

thestaircase.

Wereallyneedamaidaroundhere.Shecanmaybe



comeheretwiceortriceaweek.

Igototheen-suit.Filledthebathtubwithcold

water.It'sbeenquiteawhile.

Ienjoycoldbath'sbutThapelodoesn'twantmeto

takethem.HesaysIwillfreezehischild.Imagine.

HaiAndidyoliphayana(no,I'mnotdatingthere).I

stripednaked.Andgotinthebathtub.

Irelaxedinthewaterholdmybigbelly.Stillcan't

believeI'mpregnant.

Ifeltwarmliquidcomingoutofme.

Me:"oohmygod.I'minlabour"Istartedpanicking.I

gotoutandworemyrode.



Iwalkedtothebedroom.

Me:"Lethabocomedowneverythingisgonnabe

alright."Itriedtoconvincemyself.IcalledThapelo

itwentstraighttovoicemail.

Me:"stupidelectricity.Ahhhh"Iscreamed.Itriedto

callmyfriendsbutthewasnonetwork.

Me:"aahhhhhh"Iscreamedoutloud.Iwascrying

whenthedoorflewopen.

.

.

.

.

Thapelo

Snakeshasn'tgottenhismemoryback.ButZimiis

takingcareofhimlikehis'pa'.



Ijusthopethatmyfriendwillbealright.Ijustwant

himtobehisoldselfagain.

MylifehasbeengoodbutLethaboisgivingmea

hardtime.

Thispregnancyisdrivinghercrazy.Butenjoy

havingherpregnantitjustmakesmefallinlove

withhermore.

Istillwantmorekidssoyeah.

Icamebackfrombuyingherthings.Iheardher

screaming.Iquicklyranupstairsdroppingthefood

onthefloor.

Me:"babyarefinewhatswrong?"



Her:"howcanIbefinestupidwhenyourbabyison

theway."

Me:"wehavetorushtothehospital."

Her:"wewon'tmakeitbabymywaterbrokealong

timeagoahhh."Istartedpanicking.Shewaseven

sweating.Iswitchedontheaircon.

Me:"wehavetogobabyIcan'tdothis."

Her:"stopbeinguselessandgetthisbabyoutyou

haveamedicaldegreeforheaven'ssake."She

yelledandscreamed.

IrantoherandinsertedmyfingerinherVirginia.



Me:"your10cmawaybaby.I'mcomingnow."Iwent

tothekitchentoabigbowlwithwateriranback

upstairstooouttowelsandwalkedbacktoher.

Iplacedonwettowelonherforehead.Anotherone

underneathher.

Me:"okaybabyIneedyoutopushok."Shenodded

virgously.

Me:"okaybabypush."

Her:"ahh"shesaidpushing.

Her:"Ican'tmqundu"

Me:"yesyoucandoitformecomeonnowpush."

Shepushed.AndIsawababiesHead.atearfallout



ofmyeye.Thebabyfinallycameoutandit'scries

filledtheroom.Itookmybabyitwasaboy.

Me:"it'saboybaby."IsaidlookingatLethaboshe

gavemeafaintsmileshewasAlsointears.

Her:"Slindokuhle."

Me:"Ntlakanipho"Ilookedatmysonwhowasstill

crying.Hismotheralreadydozedoff.

Me:"welcometotheworldSlindokuhleNtlakanipho

Vice."Ismiledthroughtears.

.

.

.

.
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TT

IcleanupmybabymadesurethatI'mgentle

aroundtheumbilicalcord.Ialsocleaneduphis

mother.

Ntlakaniphowassleepingwhichgavemeperfect

timetotakethemtothehospital.

ThankGodmyGardenerwasatworktoday.Iplaced

Ntlakaniphocarefullyonthebed.Ialreadywrapped

himupwithababyclothandnottoforgetadiaper.

ItookLethabofirsttothecar.



Me:"braSticks!!"Iyelled.Hecametome

Him:"BraTT"

Me:"canyoudrive?"

Him:"yessirIcan."

Me:"waithereI'mcomingjustnow."Henodded.

IranupstairsandtookNtlakaniphoandhisbaby

bag.Ialsotookmycarkeysandwallet.Iwalked

downstairslookingatmyboy.Ikissedhisforehead.

I'malreadyinlovewithmyboy.

Igotoutside.

Me:"braStickspleasedriveustothehospital."



Him:"oohsiryoualreadyhaveababy

congratulations."Hesaidshakingmyhand.Ismiled

athim.

Hedroveustothehospital.Hehelpedmetakein

Lethabo

Dr.Thompson:"congratulationsman.Youeven

deliveredyourchild."Wewereinthewardnowhe

alreadydidacheckuponthem.Andtheyareboth

fine.HesaidLethabowillwakeupinafew.

Me:"Idon'thaveamedicaldegreefornothingmy

man.Andthankyou."

Him:"Dr.Smithhastowakeupbeforethe

Ntlakanipho-hestruggledsayingthename-does.

Orelsehewillcrynonestopheneedstobe

breastfed."



Me:"let'sprayshewakesupbeforehimthan."He

noddedandIsmiled.

Hewalkedout.IkissedLethabo'sforeheadand

Ntlakanipho'sbeforegoingtomyoffice.Iwantto

chargemyphone.

Igotthereandtookmysparechargefromthe

drawer.IwanttoinformeveryonethatI'mafather.

Thewholeme.

AndI'mafatherforrealthistime.IfirstcalledSiya

hemustbewithAyait'saSaturdayafterall.

:"T-boy"that'sdefinitelyAya.

Me:"IwillletitslipeasidetodaysinceI'mafather."I

couldn'thelpbuttellheralready.



Her:"yourwhatwaitLeJoyalreadygavebirthwhy

didn'tyouguyscallus.Weareonourwaybye."She

droppedthecall.Asifsheistheonethatcalled.I

chuckled.

Icalledallourfriendsandnottoforgettoinform

Sizwe.Hewassohappybutdisappointedatthe

sametimehewantedtobehere.ButImadesure

thatIlefthiminahappymood.

Iwalkedbacktothewardafterlockingmyofficeat

leastmyphonewasat20%.

LethabowasbreastfeedingNtlakaniphowiththe

helpofanurse.Itookapictureofthemand

updatedallmysocialmediaplatformswiththe

caption'stillcan'tbelieveIwastheonewho

deliveredmyson.Welcometotheworld

SlindokuhleNtlakaniphoVice.'



PeoplewerecongratulatingmeIswitchedoffmy

phoneandwalkedinfurtherintheroom.

Me:"heyhowareyouguys."Thenursewalkedout.

Lethabo:"wearealrightbaby.Justthatyoursonis

suckingmelikehislifedependsonmybreast."

Me:"letmysonhaveallthemilkhewants."

Lethabo:"oohyouguysarealreadygangingupon

meIneedadaughter."Welaughed

Me:"let'stryforonenowcauseyourmorefertile."

Her:"yagulayazibubuhlungukanjanii(yourmadyou

howpainfulitis)andIstillhavestitchessonosex



forsixweeks."ShesaidlaughingIlookedatherlike

sheiscrazy

Her:"youshouldhaveseenyourface.Heremake

himburp."Ilookedatheragainbeforechuckling.

ItookNtlakaniphoandmadehimburp.

.

.

.

.

.

Ayamthanda

Ithasbeenninemonthsofhellonmyside.I'mstill

Vusumzitransporter.Ioncekilledoneofthepeople

Itransportto.Siyamthandaisteachingmehowto

fightandshoot.



Vusumzididn'tevengivemeproblems.Siyaonce

caughtmedoingsums.Ihadtoliedandsay'i'm

doingextraworksothatIcanpass'.Andhe

believedmeeversince.

Iwon'trisktellinghimandgetgethimandChumani

killedintheprocess.Iwouldn'tbeabletoforgive

myself.

SoIwouldratherkeepthingstomyselfthanhave

himkilled.Vusumziiscapableofeverythingand

anything.

Onthegoodsidemybabyisturning2yearsold

nextmonth.Heisbecaminganaughtyboynowand

Siyaisalwaysonhissideimagine.

Speakingofhimonthe31stofJulyonhisbirthday

heopeneduphisbusinesses.Minewasonthe29th

Ididn'twantsomethingbigsoitwasjustlunchwith



myfamilyandfriends.

SoSiyaboughtsharesinabank.Heopenedup3

clubs,2restaurants,1logisticscompanyand2

hotels.I'msoproudofmyman.

Hehasbeennaggingmetobeahousewifesince

weownmanybusinesses.Idon'tlikethatabitsoI

decidedtotakeopenoftheclubs.

I'Mgoingtograduatesoon.Ican'twaitthough.I

haveworkedsohard.Iwillworkforaninsurance

companysinceI'mdoingmyinternshipthere

I'Mworriedaboutsnakeshedoesn'tremembera

thingevenwhenwegotohimashisfriends.Hestill

doesn't.AndZimiisstressingoutabouthim.She

evenlostalittlebitofweight.



Butlet'shavefaiththathewillbehisnormalself

again.

Iwassittingwithmysiya,AyolaandCage.Chumani

isinhisroomplayingwithSekani.

Siya:"wewillbehavingabigbirthdaypartyfor

Chumani."

Cage:"that'sgreat.Whendowestartpreparing?"

Me:"NgoDecember.Westillhavetoinvitehis

friendsfromschool."

Ayola:"it'snicetobeChumanithisishissecond

birthdayparty.Whichmeanseveryyeartherewill

beapartyWOAH!"Welaughedather



Siya:"wejusthavingthisonesinceIwasn'therelast

yearforhisfirstbirthdayparty."Welaughed.Iwas

abouttospeakwhenhisphonerangitwasonme.

Siya:"answerit."Iansweredit.ItwasTTyouknow

theconversationmoc.

Me:"let'sgoguysLethabogavebirth."Theyall

jumpedofftheirsits.Ilaughed.

Cage:"let'sgotakethekidsdawg."Theyjogged

upstairs.Andcamebackwiththekids.Theywere

frowning

Ayola:"whyaretheboysfrowning."

Siya:"theywereabouttoplaywiththebaby

powder."



Wetookofftothehospital.Whenwegotthere

Tailorwastalkingtothereceptionist.Theothers

werethereaswellexceptSnakes.

Tailor:"wearelookingforDr.ViceandDr.Smith's

Ward."Shetellsustheward.Ubani?Myfriends.We

allrantotheward.

Wegotinthewardlaughingandbreathingheavily.

LeJoy:"andthan.Areyoubeingchased?"

Siya:"akhonticutewethuwewerejustracing."We

laughed.

TT:"youguyswillnevergrowup."

Riri:"rhaaUzibonaungutatangokuuyasinyela



(youseeyourselfasafatherandyourshittingwith

us)"

Thando:"tchnayengebalekanathike(hewasalso

goingtorunwithus)"weallagreedtoher

statement

LeJoy:"sanulwaklk(Don'tfight)"welaughed.

Zimi:"sowhydidn'tyoucalluswhenyouwerein

labour?"

Lethabo:"Noelectricitynonetwork."Ievenforgot

thatthereisnoelectricity."Igavebirthatthehouse"

shesaidlaughing.

Us:"what?"Wewereshocked.



TT:"yeah.SoIwenttogetchickenfeetforherfrom

hillbrow..."

Theguys:"iseverythingokayathome?Doyouwant

tobekilled?"Welaughed

TT:"cravingsmajita.SowhenIgothomeshewas

screaming.Igotthereandherwateralreadybroke.I

triedgettingherhereandshewaslike'stopbeing

uselessandgetthisbabyoutyouhaveamedical

degreeforheaven'ssake.'"welaughed"soI

checkedhowmanycmbeforehegetsoutandhe

wasnear.Ideliveredmyownsonmajitaimagine."

Theguysbrohuggedhimusgirlshavehimahug.

Wesattherethewholedayadoringthebaby.I'mso

proudofT-BOYhedeliveredhisownson.Thatmust

begreat.Ihopetheywillbetogetherforever.

Slindokuhlehasgreatparents.

.



.

.

.
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Ayabonga

It'ssafetosaythatthesepastfewmonthshave

beengreat.Vusumzidoesn'ttreatusthesameway

anymore.

ButthepersonI'mworriedaboutisAya.Andshe

alreadyassuredusthatshehaseverythingunder

controlweshouldn'tworryabouther.

Shealsokilledoneofthepeopleshegoestoandto



mysurpriseVusumzididn'teventalkmuchabout

that.

IjustwishAyacouldbesetfree.Meandmymother

also.

Heevenstoppedabusingmymom.Whatarelief.

MeandAyahaveagreatrelationshipsheisthe

bestsistereverIlovehersomuch.Whenweare

freewealwayschilltogether.

Relationshipwise?I'mwearingsunglassesdrinking

themostexpensivewineinHawaii.Sittingona

campchairwearingmyyellowswimmingcostume.

That'showgreatMxoistreatingme.Hethetypeof

personthatIhavebeenlongingfor.



HemakessurethatI'malwayshappywithouta

reason.Treatsmelikeakid.Healwaysmakessure

thathechecksuponmeeverydaysometimesIgo

tohishouseandwehaveagreattime.

Wehavealreadybeensexuallyactiveandtheway

hemakeslovetome.Fuck.

Isometimesdaydreamabouthimatworkthat's

howdeeplyinloveIamwithhim.

Heisthegreatestthingafterbreadtoeverhappen

tome.ThewayIlovehimIevenrunoutwords

sometimestodescribethefeeling.

IfIcouldIwouldevenmakethesunrevolvearound

him.

It'sjustthatwecan'texpressourlovejustyet.I



haven'ttoldhimwhywecan't.

I'Msickandtiredofthesegamesit'slikewehigh

schoolteenagersrunningawayfromtheirparents.

FunnypartisthatheAlsoagreestothisshit.He

doesn'tgivemeproblemsbuthealwayssay'iwill

letitslipeasidefornowbutonedayIwillfindoutI

swear.'

Thatsendsshiversallovermybody.Thefearofthe

personyouloveleavingyouforthefateyounever

chose.

I'mvoiceless.Itrybyallmeanstonotfalldeepfor

himbutIcan't.Ilovehimsomuch.

Itwillbehardformetohealifheeverleavesme.I

justwishitcouldbeabedfullofredrosesforever.



Buteverysecretdoesn'tgountold.Everything

alwaysfindsitswayout.

Iprayeverydaythatgodkeepsthissecretforme

butagainIrepeateverysecretdoesn'tgountold.

I'mjustprotectingMxofromVusumzibynottelling

him.Vusumziisdangerousphoffdangerousisa

understatementforhim.

Ihaveseenhimdoingmanythings.Ican'trisk

Mxo'slife.Iwillnevereverriskhislife.

Ilovehimsomuchtodoanythingstupidtoputhis

lifeonthefiringline.

Ilovethatman.IknowIhavebeentellingyouthe

samethingbutIwillnevergetboredneithertiredin



sayingthat.

Mxo:"Ihopeyouthinkingaboutme."

Iwasathishouse.Ididn'tgotoworktoday.Iwent

outofthehousesayingthatI'mgoingtoworkIwas

wearingmyfulluniform.LittledidtheyknowthatI

amgoingtomymanzz.Itfeelsgoodsayingthat.

Me:"whoelsewouldIthinkabout."Isaidsmiling.

Him:"maybeyourotherboyfriendswhoknows."

Me:"comingtothinkaboutitIwasthinkingabout

them."

Him:"who'sthatbastard.I'msureheisuglyIwill

rearrangehisface.Fastandquick."Ilaughed



Me:"youlookcutewhenyourjealous.Youknowthat

I'mnotthecheatingtypeofpersonright.?"He

smirked

Him:"yeahIknowIloveyousomuchtoshareyou

withsomeoneelse.Iwillbeatyouupwiththat

boyfriendofyours"IsmiledIlovehowhelovesme

hedoesn'thidethattomeheshow'sme.

Me:"Iloveyoutoobaby.Iwillnevercheat.Promise

toneverleaveme."

Him:"Ipromiseyousthandwasam.Butyouhaveto

provetomethatyouloveme."Isatupstraight

sinceIwaslayingontopofhim.

Me:"howbaby?"



Him:"let'sgetmarried."Ilookedathimconfused

andshocked.

Me:"what?"

Him:"LookgummiebearIloveyouandyouknow

thatisafact.Iknowitmightseemlikeweare

rushingthingsbutthinkaboutitgummiebear.We

willgetmarriedandthatwillmeanwewillnever

leaveeachother.Itwillbelikewearesecuringour

futuretogether.Iknowwearedatinginsecret

peoplewilltrytoseparateuswhentheyfindbut

littlewilltheyknowthatwearealreadymarried.

PleaseGummiebearmarrymenow.Ialreadycalled

apastortogetusmarriedhisjustwaitingforusat

thealtar.Ialsoboughtanecklaceforyoutomake

yourringlikeasymbolforit."Ilookedathim

shockedandIwascrying

Hehadeverythingplannedheisalsothinkingabout

thefuture.Ilikehowhethinks.



Me:"youhaveeverythingplannedout?"Hewipes

mytearsbeforekissingmyeyes.

Him:"yesIdobaby.Iwantwhat'sbestforus.Idon't

wantpeoplebreakingusdown."

Me:"let'snotkeepthepastorwaitingthanlet'sgo."

Hejumpedup.

Him:"soyouragreeingthatweshouldgetmarried."I

nodded.Hekissedthedaylightoutofme.

Weworedecentlybeforegoingtothechurch.

Him:"areyouready?"Hegavemethat'don'tworry,

everythingisgoingtobefine'kindasmile.



Me:"neverbeensoready."Ismiledtoo.Wewalked.

Thepastorwasreallytherewithafewpeoplefrom

churchIthink.

Pastor:"haddoubtsthatyouwerestillcoming."

Him:"sorrypastor."Thepastornodded.

Pastor:"canwestartwithasongfirst."

Theystartedsinging.Meandmxowerejust

standingbythealtar.Afterthesingingthepastor

readsomefewscriptures.Toblessourmarriage

andsometoguideus.

Itwasnowtimeforthevows.Wedidn'tpreparefor

ourownsowhilebesayingtheBibleones.



Thepastorsaidweshouldrepeatafterhim.Mxo

wentfirst.

Mxo:"IMxolisiKuzwayo,takeyouAyabonga

Jones,tobemyweddedwife.withdeepestjoyI

receiveyouintomylifethattogetherwemaybeone.

Tohaveandtohold,fromthisdayforward,for

better,forworse,forricher,forpoorerforsickness

orinhealth,toloveandcherishyoutilldeathdous

part.Andheretopledgeyoumyfaithfulness."He

slippedinthering.Oneoftheblackwomanululated.

Itwasmyturnnowiwasalsorepeatingthepastor's

words.

Me:"i,AyabongaJones,takeyouMxolisi

Kuzwayo,tobemyweddedhusband.withdeepest

joyIreceiveyouintomylifethattogetherwemay

beone.Tohaveandtohold,fromthisdayforward,



forbetter,forworse,forricher,forpoorerfor

sicknessorinhealth,toloveandcherishyoutill

deathdouspart.Andheretopledgeyoumy

faithfulness."Islippedintheringin.Thesameblack

womanululated.

Pastor:"IpronounceyounowasMrandMrs

Kuzwayo.Youmaykissthebride."Didwenotsmile.

Wekissedthanpulledoutwealsosignedthe

papersfromthedepartmentofhomeaffairs.

Wewalkedoutofthechurchsmilingwiththe

papersinourhands.

Me:"Bestdayofmylifengiyakuthandababa

Kuzwayo(Iloveyoumr.Kuzwayo)"hekissedme.

Him:"NgiyakuthandanammamuKuzwayo(Ilove

youtooMrsKuzwayo)"wegiggledbeforegettingin

thecar.



I'msohappyrightnowthishastobethebestday

ofmylife.I'mmarriedtotheloveofmylife.

Iwillsleeppeacefullytoday.

Wewenttohishouseanddidfirsttimemarriage

sex.That'swhathecallsit.

AfterchillingatthehouseIwenthomemadesure

thatItakeofmyringandbutit'slikeasymbolon

thenecklaceMxobought.

Ilovethatmanwithmyall.Ican'tbelieveI'm

marriedtohim.Justthatwehavetohideitfrom

everyone.Isighed.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

ItisnowDecember.I'mgraduatingsoonandweare

stillpreparingforChumani'sbirthdayparty.

Ihavealreadysendouttheinvitestohisschool

mates.Soeverythingisundercontrol.

Vusumziisstartingtobeapainintheassnow.

WhoworksonDecemberholidays.

OohIforgothedoesheistswhatabettertimethan



nowonDecember.Peoplehavemoneysoyeah.

AtleastIdothetransportationtwiceamonth.I

havealreadydoneitjustonemoreroundthanI'm

donefortheyear.

Siyahasbeensickforthepastfewdays.Who

becomessickonthefestiveseason.

Healwayshastheurgetovomitandhesleepsthe

wholedayifhewantsto.

Whodoesthat.Weshouldbecelebratingnot

gettingsick.

Onethingthatirritatesmethemostisthathe

alwayssnapsatme.Ubani(who)?SipoxaneSana

(weanswereachother).Sozenyelwendodaumna

(Iwillneverletamanshitwithme).



Chumaniisasnaughtyasever.Healwayshasto

getuptomischief.

Andheislookingmorelikehisfather.It'slike

ChumaniisayoungversionofSiyamthanda.Orlike

theyaretwins.

Speakingoftwinsmeandmysisterareclose.We

loveeachothersomuch.

Ilovebeingaroundher.It'slikewehaveknown

eachotherforalongtime.Sheisthebestsister

ever.Ilovehersomuch

MymomandIhavethatmotheranddaughter

relationship.Ialsolovehersomuch.Shefeels

sorryfornotbeingthereformebutIassuredherto

notworry.



Ilovehersomuchalready.Ihavealwaysyearned

formother'sloveandI'mgettingitnow.

Herewegoagain.ThatwasSiyamthandarushing

oftothetoilet.Iwasjustsittinginfrontofthe

mirrorsmilingthinkingaboutthegreatthingsinlife.

Awkwardright.

ChumaniisatthePlaatjieshousehold.

Me:"weshouldgotothehospital."Isaidbehindhim

holdingajugfullofwater.

Him:"I'mfineokaynoneedtoworryaboutme."He

snapped

Me:"rhaandakutshizaunyengalamanziumna

sundiqela(Iwillthrowthiswateronyoudon'tshit



withme.)"Igavehimthejug

Him:"mbonyacoolcat"welaughed.Wealways

laughwhenweareinsultingeachother.We

basicallydon'ttakethingsseriously.

Me:"hehakeBenson."Welaughed.

Him:"zokhalaStacey(Staceyyouwillcry)"wewere

stilllaughing.Whenweareboredwealwayswatch

cartoonsandmockeachother.

Ilikeitwhenwearechildish.

Me:"Chumaniisn'theresohowaboutwegoanddo

amoneyheistjustthe2ofus."Hestopped

brushinghisteethandsmirked.



Wealwayssomoneyheistsjustforfun.Funnypart

isthatwesendthemoneytoOrphanages,disability

schools,publicclinicsandhospitals,localschools

andbuypadsforgirlsthatarepoor.

Him:"youreallyenjoydoingthemdon'tyou."I

smirked

Me:"thereisneveradullmomentandthemoney

goesongoodcourses.Plusit'sthefestiveseason.

Orphanagesneedthatmoneytomakethekidsfeel

specialandwecanalsosendsometooldage

homessothattheoldpeoplecanenjoytheirfestive

seasonto."Hewasstillsmirking.

Him:"weshouldalsotakeChumanitooDisneyland.

Weshouldalsospoilourkid."

Me:"wespoilhimalreadybutIdon'tseewhynot.A

familytriphadneverhurtanyone."EishIjustwish



Vusumzicangivemethesumssoon.

Him:"wewilldotheheistthan."Hefinishedoffwhat

hewasdoing.

Weshoweredtogether.Wehad4roundsinthe

shower.Ienjoyitmoreintheshower.Withthe

waterhittingusitfeelskindacuteandromanticto

me.

Wewereinthekitcheneatingnow.It'salreadylate

sowewillbedoingtheheist.

Me:"sowehittingthebankright?"

Him:"yeahwewillbeusingtheMotobikeas

always."WealwaysuseaMotobikewhenwedo

heists.



Theydoitforme.Whenyouareonthemandthe

coldairhitsyourface.MxmIlovegangsterism

sham.Butsiyadoesn'tlikethefactthatIdo.

Me:"noproblembyme."Wefinishedofeating.And

jumpeddownthekitchencounter.Weweresitting

onit.

SeewhenIsaywealwaysactchildish.Ilovethe

vibebetweenus.

Wejoggedupstairs.Hewasgivingmeapiggyride.

Weworeourblackjeans,blackT-shirts,black

leatherjacketsandourblackNickkicks.Andnotto

forgetthebalaclavasandourguns.

Him:"mxmIlovethegangsterlovethatweshare."

Hesaidchuckling,Igiggled



Me:"thatmakestheboth"wesmiledbeforekissing

eachother.Ipulledoutafteralongtime.

Him:"let'sgo"hetooktheMotobikeskeys.

Wewalkedhandinhanddownstairs.Weusedthe

kitchendoorthatleadsustothegarage.Wewore

ourhelmets

WetookoffusingtheMotobike.Hewastheone

drivingIwasatthebackholdinghim.

Healwaysdrivesinspeedandthat'swhatIlove

aboutdrivingwithhim.Wegotnearthebankand

luckyforusthemoneycarwasthere.

Thisjobkeepsgettingeasier.Heslowsdownwhen

weapproachthecar.IjumpofftheMotobikeand

shootthesecuritybeforetakingthemoney.



Peoplewerescreaming.

Someone:"haiInesbindilentombazabakurobanabo

ngokumabatshisweayekweyena(thisgirlisbrave

theyalsodoheistnow.Notheymustbeburntand

leaveher.)"Thatwasdefinitelyagay.Ilaughed.

Whenwastojumponthebikeagainsomeone

shootmeonmyarm.

Siyaquicklytookmeusingonehandandplacedme

atthefront.Heshotwhoeveranddroveoff.

Woahthatwasclose.wegothome.Wewereat

loungehewastakingthebulletouthewilltakeme

tothehospitalafterheisdone.

Me:"sbaroughswine(Don'tberough)"



Him:"sorrybabeI'malmostdone."

Him:"anddonelet'sgonow.Wedon'twantyougo

getaninfection."Wewenttohospital.

Thedoctorsquicklyhelpedus.Siyawasoutside

informingeveryonethatI'matthehospital.

Thismanlikesexaggeratingthings.I'msurethisis

justaflashwound.

Lateronthedoctorsgotdone.Andeveryonecame

inexceptforLeJoy,TT(theyhaveababyremember

sotheyareprobablywithSlindokuhle)andSnakes

hestilldoesn'trememberathing.Buthewillbefine.

EvenVusumziwashere

Mom:"whathappened?"



Me:"Igotshot."

Them:"shot."

Siya:"nothingmajorwewerejusttrainingwebored."

Cageandmamber:"sexyenzelwenton'(whatissex

madefor)"welaughedexceptforVusumziof

course.Inoticedavibebetweenmamberandmy

duplicate(twin).Iwillaskhersomeothertime.

Siya:"haihaimakwedini(nonoboys)"

Riri:"theyrighttoask."

Tailor:"akhonticutewenanantsika"welaughedthe

doctorcamein.



Doctor:"oohhey."

Us:"heydoctor."

Doctor:"herearethedischargepapersthereisno

needtokeepyouhere.Itwasjustaflashwound

andyoushouldbecarefulespeciallypeopleinyour

situation."

Us:"whatdoyoumeandoc.?"

Doctor:"congratulationsyour2weekspregnant."

Siyalookedatmesmilingwithglassyeyes.

EveryonewashappyexceptforVusumzi.Heeven

Stromedout.

Siya:"I'mgoingtobeafatheragain."Hehuggedme.

Everyonehuggedme.



Cage,tailorandmamber:"serioussexmoc."We

laughed.

Mom:"congratulationsmybaby."Shekissedmy

forehead.

I'mgoingtobeamotheragain.Icanwait.Chumani

isgoingtobeabigbrother.I'msohappyatleast

thistimeIhavethepeopleIlovearoundme.

SiyawillalsobetheretoholdmyhandwhenI

delivere.Ican'twaitforthispregnancy.I'mmuch

morepreparednow.

.

.

.

.
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Vusumzi

WhodoesshethinksheisHuh?

AftermakingsurethatItreatherfamilygreatthese

pastfewmonths.

Shehasthegutstofallpregnant.Shethinksshe

canescapemygridsoeasilythanshehasanother

thingcoming.

Imadesurethatherfamilyfeelslovedagain.Igave

themaBreakfor9-10months.



Ilethersisterandmotherbe.Butmadesurethat

theystillobeyme.

Ididn'teventalkwhenshekilledoneofmypeople.I

keptquiet.Sheshowedbravery.

Whichmademethinkthatshewillbethebestfor

thejob.Idon'tneedanyone.Sheisperfectforthe

job.

Nowthatsheispregnantitwillruineverythingthat

babyhastodie.Itwillmakeherlosefocus

Ihavetosetanexampletheyforgotwho'sking.

Theyevencamebackhomelate.Clearlytheydon't

Knowmeanymore.



Ihavetodosomethingbeforetheythinktheycan

climbontopofmyhead.

Theyaregettingtocomfortablenow.Ican'thave

that.

Iwokeupandmywifewaslookingatthewhite

ceilingsmiling.Probablythinkingaboutthat

bastardgrandchildofhers.

Ihavetomakeaplanaboutthatkid.WerewillIget

aTransporterinsuchashortwhile.Itwillalsomake

Ayamthandalosefocus.

Me:"setupameetingwithyourbrats.It'slikethey

forgotwho'sbossaroundhere."Shelookedatme

withfearwrittenalloverherface



Her:"pleaseleavemychildren.Weareobeyingyou."

Me:"areyousure?"Shekeptquiet.

Me:"thoughtso."Iwenttotheen-suitanddidmy

hygieneprocess.

.

.

.

.

Ayamthanda

Siyahasbeentreatingmegreat.EversinceIwas

dischargedyesterdaynight.

HemakessurethatI'mcomfortable.Ilikethe

treatmentbutIwillsoongetirritated.

Isohopethatitcouldbeagirl.Siyaalsowantsa



girl.Sofingerscrossedthatitisagirl.

Wearejustchillingdiscussingbabythings.How

theroomwilllooklikeandeverythingaboutthe

baby.

Siya:"pleasemakesurethatit'sagirl."

Me:"let'spraythatitisone.Soifitisagirlwhatare

wenamingher."

Siya:"NkanyezimeaningStar-Light.Youcangive

herthesecondname."

Me:"thatsagreatnamebaby."Ikissedhim

"ummmhSiyandawillbehersecondname."

Him:"allmychildrenwillhavegreatnames.Soifit's



aboy?"

Me:"UvuyomeaningJoy.Youcangivehimthe

secondname."

Him:"Ayanda."Ismiled.

Me:"soitwillbeNkanyeziSiyandaorUvuyo

Ayanda."

Him:"yeah"hesmiled.

Me:"thebabywillhavegreatnames."

Him:"yawabonababy(doyouseebaby)plusIwill

beherethistime.Ican'twaitforthebabysothatI

canseehim/hergrow.His/herfirstword,step

everything.I'msoexcited.Iwillmakesureyou



enjoythispregnancybaby."Igotemotional.The

hormonesarestartingtokickin.

Me:"I'mgladthatyouareherebaby."Hewipedmy

tearsthankissedmyeyesandforehead.

Him:"Iloveyouokay."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Wekissedandthingsgot

heated.Wehad4roundsbeforebathing.Wewere

inthebedroom.

Mymotherdecidedtogivemeacall.

Me:"momhey."Isaidwearingmysneakers

Her:"heybabyhowareyouandthekid."Shedidn't

soundalright



Me:"wearegreatmomhowareyou.Youdon't

soundalright?"Shesighed.

Her:"hisatitagain."Myheartskippedabeat.

Me:"whatdoyoumeanma."

Her:"youKnowwhatImeanI'msickandtiredofthis

life.IwishIranawaywhileIstillcould.You

wouldn'tbeinthismessnowweallwouldn'tbein

thismess.I'Msorrymntanamfordraggingyouinto

thiskindoflife.I'msososorry."Shebrokedown.

Thatbrokemyheartknowingthatsheisvoiceless

shecan'tdoathing.

Me:"Don'tworrymomeverythingwillbealright.

Everythingcomestoanendatsomepoint.Please

don'tblameyourself.It'snotlikeyouweregivena

chance."



Her:"youdon'tunderstandbaby.Hewantsyouhere

now."Ifrozeforasecond.Andbreathedheavily.I

didbreathingexercises.I'mnotsureofwhatto

exceptbutit'sdefinitelygoingdown.

Mom:"babyareyoufine."Iswallowedthehuge

lumpinmythroat.

Me:"Iwillbetherenow."Idisconnectedthecall

beforegoingdownstairs.Siyawasmaking

breakfast.

Me:"pleasethrowawaythoseeggstheysmell

rotten."Theydidsmellrottentheyareold.

Him:"butbabeweboughtthemyesterday.Butfine."

Hethrewthem



Him:"whatarewehavingthan."

Me:"chickenliverplease."Henoddedthanmadeit

whilewewerechattingMakingfunofeverything.I

wassittingonthebarstools.

Hefinishedmakingthefood.Wefedeachother

beforebeingdisturbbytheguysgettingintomy

surpriseSnakeswasalsohere.

MeandSiya:"Mr.Booiyouralsohere?"Iguesswe

werebothshocked.

Snakes:"yeahthisguy'swenttodragmefrommy

house."Wenodded

Theothers:"Yeahtopdeck"that'swhattheycallus.

SinceI'mayellowboneandSiyaisablackbone.



Us:"yeahshosbali."

Me:"lemmeleavegentsIhaveplacestobe.See

you'llwhenIseeyou."

Siya:"pleasebesafe."

Me:"Iwillbaby."Ikissedhim.

Mamber:"izaninebed.imajita(comewiththebed)"

welaughedwhilepullingout.

Me:"xap.inigent's."

Them:"byemommy."Ichuckledbeforegettingout.

IdrovetotheKFCdrivethru.Iwascravingfortheir

wings.Idrovetomymom'shousewhileeating.



Igotoutofthecarandtherewasapolicevan

outside.Myheartstartedbeatingfast.Idid

breathingexercisesbeforegettingin.

Vusumzi:"sit"Itookasitnexttomom.Sheheldmy

handtightly.

Him:"Iknowthatyouwillwanttotellyourhusband

aboutyourjob.Andhewillprobablybeheretobark

soIcan'thavethatnotlikeIcare.Heisjustasmall

boytome.Ontopofthatyouwenttogetpregnant

sothatIcansetyoufreenever."Iwasalreadyin

tears.

Him:"bringayamthandaforme"theytookme

roughlytohim.Hemademetouchthegunheuses.

Andplaceditinanevidenceplastic.

Him:"ifidisappearthanthiswillgostraighttothe



police.Imaginehowmanypeopleikilledusingthis

gun"helaughed.Mymotherwascryingallthistime.

Iwasalsocryingandmysistertoo.Imaginegetting

arrestedforsomethingyouneverdid.

Thiswillbehardestpregnancyever.Worsepartthe

policearehere.Isobbedsopainfully.

.

.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

WhatcanisayratherthanthefactthatI'mhappy.

PhoffHappyisanunderstatementrightnow.

I'mnotafanofprayerandthatshitbutithankGod

everydayforthelittlethingshedoesforme.They

arebigthingsformephoff.

Heblessedmewithawifewholovesmewithmy

flows.Ihaveasonandanotherkidonitsway.

Themomentthedoctorsaidweareexpectingi

swearitwasoneoffhebestdaysofmylife.



It'struewhentheysayattheendofaeverydark

cavethereisalwayslight.

WhenigotinAya'sshackiswearmyAncestorsand

Godwereworkingdoubleshifts6-6andtheywere

inrushhour.

Ifineverwenttojailiwouldn'thavemetAyaiwould

beincapeTown.Lordknowswhatiwouldbedoing.

IwassittingwithmyfriendsafterAyaleft.God

knowstowhere.

Ihopesheissafeweresheisisomehowwas

worriedabouther.Everytimewhensomethingbad

happenstomybabyialwaysgetafeelingthatshe

ain'talright.Ilovethatwomanwithmyall.

Sheiswhereifindpeaceandlove.Sheis



everythingineedandwant.Nothingmorenothing

less.

TT:"youalwaysthinkingaboutAyadawgyourtruly

whipped."Hewithdrawmefrommythoughts.

Iwasallsmiley.

Me:"broyoudon'tunderstand."

Mamber:"whoknewthatthemightySilencerwill

everbeinlove."

Snakeswasquietallthistime.Asalways.

Theothers:"bro!!"

Me:"ishouldbuymywifeahouse.Outsidethecity.



Bonemarnibeyodwalikesisefarmorsomething

nazibonaphoffezizindluzakwaTopbillingzizi

melezodwawithtreesaroundthem(itmustbe

alonelikewearelivinginafarmorsomethinglike..

doyouallseethehousesfromtopbillingthatare

alone.)"

Theynodded.

Cage:"sohaveyoufoundaplaceoutsidethecity?"

Me:"YeahI'mstilldrawingupaplan.Andtheplot

hasariverattheback."

Tailor:"thangoonwithyourhousemanIthinkit'sa

greatidea."Wenodded.Wekepttalkinghavingfun

asalways.Makingjokesabouteverything.

Me:"letsplayXbox."Theyallagreed.Westarted



playing

TT:"whatreallyhappenedtoAyaweallknowthatu

don'tuserealbulletswhenyoutrain."

Tailor:"theydidaheist."

Me:"howdoyouknow?"

Tailor:"eversincemydawglosthismemoryandwe

neverknewsincewedon'tfollownews.Iwatch

themnowthat'swereisawthattherewerepeople

thatdidaheist.Anditwasawomanandaman.

That'swereifiguredoutitwasthe2ofyou."

Cage:"Topdeckismyfavoritechocolatenow."We

laughedcausehewasmockingmeandAya.



Mamber:"youandyourwifehaveballs.2people

missionwithawomannorh."Welaughed.

Me:"leaveusalone.Andsheistheoneshootingand

takingthemoney"theywhistledclappingtheir

hands.

Them:"danmthatwomanhasballs.Sambaweli."We

laughed

TT:"youarecouplegoalsrhaa.Iwanttogrowup

andbeyou."Welaughed.

Me:"bengubanikengokuumnakwedin(whoami

goingtobeboy)?"Wewerestilllaughing

TT:"mxm."



Wecontinuedplayingthanoutofnowhere.Snakes

screamed.

Snakes:"Zimi!!"Thanheheldhisheadlikeheisin

pain.Nextthinghefaints.Wewereallshocked.

TT:"hisgettinghismindbackweshouldtakehimto

thehospitalsothatwecanbesure."Wenodded.

Cage:"whoisliftinghimupkengoku?"

Tailor:"ceboleplan.Wealllifthimup."Welaughed

beforeliftinghimuptomyCaddy.

Wewerenowatthecorridorsofthehospital.

Pacingupanddown.

TT:"pholaniTazzobarytmjita(calmdownmenthe



guywillbealright)"

Cage:"whatifheloseshismindforever."Hesaid

thatsittingdownthanburiedhisheadinhishands.

TT:"iknowwhatI'mtalkingaboutletskeepour

thoughtspositive."Wenodded.Ayola,thandoand

Zimicamein.

LethabowenttofetchhisbrotherinCapeTownwith

ntlakaniphoandRiriwenttoDurbanwithhisfamily

for.

Iwasworriedaboutmywifeagain.Iguessiwas

rightsomethingishappeningtoherrightnow.i

wonderwhat.I'msonotalright,rightnow.Not

knowingifmywifeissafeornot.

Zimi:"whereishe?"Shewasalreadysobbingin



Ayola'sarms.

Tailor:"theyjusttookhimin.Hewillbefineokay?"

Ziminodded.

Me:"haven'tyouguysseenmywife."

Them:"no."Iwasnotfinenow.Iwasstared

panickingthinkingwhereshewent.

TT:"calmdownmansheisprobablyonherway."I

nodded.Justthanthedoctorcameout.

Dr.:"AyakhaBooi."Weallrantoher.

Zimi:"canweseehimdoctor.Howishe.?"The

doctorsleadtheway.Hewassittingonthebed.



Snakes:"quiêtes-voustous(whoareyouall)"he

spokefrench.WellwealllearntfrenchinRussia.

Meandtheguys:"quevoulez-vousdirenenous

connaissez-vouspas.(Whatdoyoumean?Don't

youknowus)"thegirlswerelookingatuslikewe

arecrazy.

Snakes:"oohbendinicheck.abanisaykwazi

languagekaScott(iwascheckingifyoustillcan

talkScott'slanguage.)"Welookedathimshocked

thathehashismemoryback.Helaughedatus.

Snakes:"I'mfinenowguys."Zimirantohim.

Snakes:"oohmtuwamawubityebaby(yoursothin

baby)"welaughedwillZimigavehimadeadstare.

Weallwenttohughim.



Wechilledatthehospitaltherestofourafternoon.

I'mgladthathegothismemoryback.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

AfterthedramaVusumzicause.Iranout.

Ican'tbelieveIwillbegoingtojailforsomethingI



didn'tdo.

Butmyfingerprintsarealloverthegun.Hemade

surethatItoucheversinglepartofit.

I'mscaredformylifeworsepartisthatIcan'ttell

myHusband.Idon'twanttogotojail.

Ican'taffordtogotojail.Whatwillchildrenbe

withoutme.IhaveoneonthewayIwanttobethere

forher/him.

Idon'twanttogivebirthinjailoranything.Ijust

wantedtohaveahealthypregnancy.

Iwanttoenjoythispregnancy.EspeciallynowthatI

havethepeoplethatIhavealwayswantedtobe

thereforme.



Owethuwasmucheasiercausehewasinthe

hiding.IfoundoutlastminutethatIwaspregnant.

IstruggledabitbutIgotitintheend.NowthatI'm

showingIhavetohaveabadexperience.

IjusthopeIwon'tlosemychild.Iwon'tbeableto

liveahappylife.

SiyawillhaveanemotionalbreakdownonethingI

don'twant.AndtheworstpartisthatIcan'ttellhim

anything.

Ihatebeingdishonestwithhusband.Butwhenit

comestohislifeIguessIwillhaveto.

Ican'taffordtolosehim.HismylifewhatwillIbe

withouthim.Iwouldratherkeepthisasecret.



I'Mprotectinghim.YesI'mprotectinghim.Nothem.

ItriedtoconvincemyselfusI'mrockingmyupand

down.

Sittingonthefloorwithmyheadbetweenmyknees.

Idon'tknowhowIgotherebutthankGodIdid.

Ican'taffordtolosethisbaby.Itwillbethedeathof

meIwon'tbeabletocope.

Chumaniisstillbyhisgrandmotherplace.Hewill

becomingbacksoonsinceIwillgraduatingin3

days.

1positivethinginmylifefornow.IfIcansayso.

Iwasstillrockingmyselfsobbingwhensiyacame

in.



Him:"Baby!!"

Ididn'tanswerhim.Iwasjustcrying.Heswitched

onthelightsthanhesawme.Hequicklycameto

me.

Siya:"babywhat'swrongtalktome."Hewassitting

nextwithmyheadonhischest.

IwasstillcryingthinkingofthefactthatI'mgoing

tojail.

Me:"I'mprotectingeveryone."Isaidthroughsobs

Him:"fromwhattalktomeAya.Talkbabyfrom

what."

Me:"I'mprotectingeveryone."Iwasstillcrying



Him:"areyougoingtotellmeorwhat.youKnowI

hatesecret."Ishookmyhead.Hewaslosinghis

tempernow.Hestoodup

Him:"Ayacanyoupleasetellmewhatishappening.

Youwalkedoutofherefineandyoucameback

crying.What'sgoingwhatareyouprotecting

everyonefrom.IneedanswerssothatIcangetyou

outofwhateverisgoingon.Pleasejusttellme

what'sgoingon."Hehalfyelled.

Whichfrightenedmeabit.Ihaveneverseenhim

thisangrybutcalmattheSametime.

Me:"it'sv....Ahhhh"myabdomenbecamepainful.

Hequicklyranbacktome.

Him:"whatwrongbaby."



Me:"Ahhhh.I'Mg....oing....tolo...seth...eba...by

tak...em...eto...th...ehos...pit...alaaahh"Iwasin

somuchpain.

Heliftedmeupinbridalstylebeforerunningtothe

car.Hedrovelikeamadpersontothehospital.

Iwasscreamingallthewaystillinpain.Hetookme

andraninsidethehospital.Thedoctorsquickly

attendedme.

Thedoctorsmanagedtocalmmedown.Hecalled

Siyainside.

Siya:"doctorwhat'swrongwithher?"

Dr.:"sheisstressingtomuchshewascloseto

losingthebabythankGodyoubroughtherintime



otherwisewewillbetalkingaboutanotherstory

now.Pleasemakesurethatshedoesn'tstressto

muchitwillaffectthebaby.Shehastobestress

freeallherpregnancyperiod."Wenodded.The

doctorwalkedout.

Siya:"what'smakingyoustresssomuchthatyou

wereclosetolosingmychild."

Me:"I'mprotectingyoufromthis."Heclosedhis

eyesbeforeclenchinghisfists.Hewalkedout.

IcalmedmyselfdownnotwantingtocryIdon't

wanttolosemybaby.

Hecamebackafteranhourorso.

Him:"Idon'twanttofightwithyouifyouwon'tin

dangerIwouldhavemadeyouspeak.YouKnow



howmuchIhatesecrets"Inoddedwhilecrying.

Heclimbedinbedwithmeandplacedmyheadon

hischest.Hestrokedmyhair.

Him:"pleasetrustmebabyandbehonestwithme.I

loveyouhunny."Inodded

Me:"Iloveyoutoopumpkin."

.

.

.
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Ayabonga

I'mnotokay.Whenwillweevergetachancetobe

inpeace.

Ican'tlivethislifenowhere.Ithinkit'sbestifIdie.

Butstillitwon'tsolveanyproblemsinlife.

Ican'tleavemysistertosufferhereonEarth.Sheis

theonesufferingnow.

Worstpartisthatsheispregnant.Ifsheisalways

underthispressureshemightloosethechild.

Shewillbetraumatizedifshelosesthechild.She

can'taffordtogotoprison.



That'snotokayIwon'tbeabletolivewiththefact

thatsheisgoingtogotoprisonifoneofusmess

up.

Ayashouldn'thavebeeninvolvedwithourlife.She

shouldhavestayedawayfromthis.

IjustwishItoldherbeforeshecametouswhat

typeofpersonwelivewith.Andtellhertostay

away.

IlovemysistersomuchIdon'twantanything

happeningtoher.Ijustwishthatlifewasabedfull

ofredroses.

NotonthislifetimeIguesscauseit'sfullofdead

roses.

Butitdoesn'tgolikethat.I'mbetweenarockanda



hardplace.

Ididn'tsleepawinklastnight.IaskedMxotonot

comeandheagreed.

Iwasn'tinagoodmoodtoseeanyone.AndMxo

wasgoingtomakeithardforme.

IwasgoingtobreakdownbutIcan'taffordhim

askingmewhatishappening.Iwon'tbeableto

answerhisquestions.

I'malsoprotectinghimhere.Wegotmarriednotso

longago.SoIcan'tgethimkilled.Iwillnever

forgivemyselfforthisit'stomuch.

IwassittinginmyroomthinkingofhowIwillget

thatgun.Hedecidedtokeepitinthesafeinhis

study.



Worstpartisthatthesafeisopenedbyhisfinger

printandapassword.Iknowthepassword.

Ijustdon'thavehisfingerprintotherwiseIwould

havetakenthegunalongtimeago.

Isearchedontheinternetforhowyouget

fingerprintsofsomeoneitshowedmeeverythingI

neededtodo.

Luckyformemymomhasacheckuptodayand

Vusumziisgoingtowork.

Iwalkedtotheen-suitsayingalittleprayerthatmy

planworks.

Ididmyhygieneprocessbeforegoingdownstairs.I

satwiththem.Withnoonetalking.Ididn'teven



greet

Itwasthatuncomfortablesilencewithforksand

knivesdoingthetalking.

Vusumzi:"let'sgo."Hesaidwithastraightfaceto

mymom.

Shestoodupwithouthesitation.Theyleft.Iwentto

makesurethattheyaregone.

IranupstairstoweartherubberglovesIusewhenI

dyemyhair.Itookacleanpairandworeit.

ItookmybabypowderwhichIusewhenI'mnot

wearingantights.IalsotookthebrushthatIuse

whenImakeupbutitwasnew.



Itookmythingsandrandownstairstothedinning

room.

ItooktheglassVusumziwasusingandDipmy

brushcarefullyintothebabypowder.

Then,tapthebrushtoremoveanyexcesspowder.

Gentlysweepthebrushcarefullyoverthearea

wherehisfingerprintswhere.

Madesuretonotapplytoomuchpressuresothati

donotwipetheprintaway.Isawthefingerprint

developing.

WhenIwasdone,igentlyblowoffexcesspowder

fromthesurfaceandcheckedouttheresult.Isaw

thefingerprint.Andsawit'spattern.

Iusedapieceofclearsellotapeandcarefullypress



thetapedownontothesurfaceontopofthe

developedfingerprint.

IscreamedoutofexcitementasIsawthe

fingerprint.IalsodidbreathingexercisessinceI

washoldingmybreathallthistime.

Iruntothestudymakingsurethatthefingerprintin

myhanddoesn'tfall.

Ipunchedinthepasswordwhichwas

'Jones0517King'.Ididalittleprayeraskinggoodto

bewithmeasIdothis.

Itookthefingerprintandplaceditonthescanner

andclosedmyeyes.Keepinmindifitdoesn'topen

Vusumziwillbenotified.

IthinkGodandmyancestorswereinadoubleshift



causeitopened.Ijumpedinexcitement.ISawthe

gunItookitoutquickly.

IrantothekitchentotakeMr.Minandacloth.Igot

themandranbacktothestudy.

IwipedthegunusingMr.Minandthecloth.Iprayed

toGodandsaidthankyouforbeingwithme.When

Ithoughtthattheguniscleanenough.

Iplaceditbackinthesafeinsidetheevidencebag.

Closedthesafe.

Itookeverythingthefingerprint,Mr.minandthe

cloth.Checkedifthereisn'tsomethingwrong.I

doubledcheckedbeforegettingout.

Iburntthefingerprint.Tookmythingstomyroom.

Wentbackupstairstocleararoundthetableand



thepowderonthetable.Imadesurethateverything

isfine.

I'mnotgoingtotellanyoneaboutwhatIdidtoday.

WhatiftheyburstouttoVusumziandhedoes

worse.

IfItellAyashewilljustbecoolandwhensheloses

hertempershemighttellhimandshewillbein

moredanger.

IhavetokeepthisasecretuntilVusumziisn't

anymore.IwillactoutlikeIdon'tknowashit.

It'sbestifnooneknows.Yeah.AslongasAyaisn't

goingtojailthannoneedforthemtonoathingat

leastsheissafenow.

It'sthebestdecisionever.Ibelieveso.Yeah.I'm



protectingthem.VusumziisdangeroussoIcan't

tellthem.Weshouldactoutlikewescareduntilhe

isnomore.

IwashedthedishesbeforegoingtoMxo's

Pharmacy.

.

.

.
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Thandolwethu

It'sbeenalongtimehey.Mylifeisgreat.



IalwaysthoughtIwoulddieinthestreetsbutno

godhadotherplansforme.

BeingwithLwethuisthebestthingever.Hetakes

careofme.I'mevendonewithmyMatricnowsoon

IwillbegoingtoaCulinaryschool.

ThankGodit'sa2yearcourseIdon'twanttobea

burdentoLwethu.Eventhoughhedoesn'tcareof

whatIthink.

Heevenwentasfartowantingtobuymea

Restaurant.ImagineI'mnotevendonewithschool

sthandwasam.

AndItoldhimIwanttobuymyownrestaurantI

wanttofeelhowit'sliketorewardyourselfwith

something.



Andheagreedcausehewasn'twinning.Idon't

wanttobedependentonamanwhatifheleaves

me.

Butheassuredmethatheisheretostay.He

doesn'twanttoplayaround.Hewantsandneeds

me.

Ilovehimsomuchcan'twaittospendtherestof

mylifewithhim.Itsometimesscaresmeofhow

muchIlovehim.

Ijusthopethathewillalwayslovemeandnever

cheatonme.CauseIswearIwillloosemymind

andbecomeabipolar.

Don'tlookatmelikethatIloveLwethuIcan'tafford

toloosehim.Ifoundagoldinhim.Ifoundlovein

him.



IjusthopethatwewillalwaysbetogetherIlove

thatman.Ijustgavehimablowjobnowandwent

totakeabath.

Hecameinafterafewseconds.

Him:"babyyoucan'tleavemelikethis."

Me:"that'swhatyougetforcomeathomelate."Well

hecomebackhomelateyesterday.Andhedidn't

informme.I'msoinsecureabouthim.

Him:"mhhhh.Ndizoxelelumamamumna(Iwilltell

mymother)"Ilaughedathim.Wellwewenttohis

parentsjustafewdaysago.Hisparentsareso

welcoming.TatakheisamoodwelaughEverytime

whenwearewiththem.



Me:"andimsabhiyayaziPamveskenjendithiHibiri

setaka(I'mnotscaredofPamIjustsayHibiriand

shejumps)"welaughed.

Him:"ndizomxelelaPam(IwilltellPam)"hecameto

getinthewaterbehindme.

Me:"Iwasjustjokingkodwamylove"wewere

laughing.

Him:"I'mstilltellingher."

Me:"mxmyekileukuphipussyumna(iwillstop

givingyoupussy)"welaughedIknowhowmuchhe

lovessex.

Him:"oohmtuwamIwasjustjokingbabyIwould

nevertellonyou."Igiggled.



Me:"let'smakeitfastIstillhaveawholemealto

prepare."

Him:"haveyouboughttheingredientsyet."

Me:"IsentthelistofthingsIwillneedtoAya.And

shesaidshealreadyboughteverything."

Him:"wehavetogetthere.Iwillbehelpingyoucook

whiletheothersgototheGraduation."

Me:"howaretheygoingtoenter?"

Him:"wehaveconnectionsbaby."Ishookmyhead.

Wegotoutofthebath.AndlotionedItookouthis

whiteChinowithhisblackpoloneck.Toppeditoff

withhisredbottomshoes.



IworemyboyfriendjeanwithawhiteplainShirt

alongsidewithmypumakicks.

Him:"youalwayspickoutthebestoutfitsIshould

giveyoucreditforthat."Hesaidfixinghispoloneck.

Igiggled.

Me:"let'sgobeforewearelate."Ikissedhimbefore

gettingout.WewenttothecarIconnectmyphone

tothecarandfirstplayedDemiLovato-tellmeyou

loveme.

Him:"soI'msupposetotakeyourbullshitforbetter

andforworse.Isthatthewayitworks."Hewas

talkingalongsidewiththeguywealwayssingthe

songtogether.

Me:"yeah"Isaidgigglingliketheladyinthesong



Me:"Iloveyou."

Me:"hey

,hiwhatareyoudoing?

I'Mjusthangingoutinthehousechilling.

Whatahhbabe."

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyoutoo"

Him:"who'sthat."

Me:"nobody"

Him:"Reallywho'sthat."



Me:"hisoneofmybestfriends."

Him:"that'sfuckenconvenient."

Me:"areyoujealous."

Him:"Idon'thavetobejealoustonotlikeit.Idon't

likeit."

Me:"I'mnotdoingthis"

Him:"heshouldn'tbetextingyouatall."

Me:"i'mnotfuckenhidingit."

Him:"areyougonnajustkeepgoing."



Me:"I'mgonnakeepgoing."

Him:"Ididn'tfuckendoorsayanything."

Me:"youlookedatheryoulookedatherchestI

watchedyou."

Him:"maybeifIgethernumberandtextherat2am.

Thanyouwillbehappier."

Me:"Don'twalkawayfromme."

Him:"youarebargingmeinthefuckenrestaurantin

thefuckencarinthewalkinourfuckenhouse.You

wannajustfightpicksomebodyelse."

Me:"Idon'twannapicksomebodyelseIwantyou."



Him:"babe."

Me:"tellmeyouloveme."

Him:"Ican'tdothis.Ican'thaveafuckenmarriage

likethat."

Me:"I'msorry."

Him:"youcangoplaythatgameoryoucanbewith

mebuttheclockstickingonthat"

Me:"tellmeyouloveme."

Him:"it'spossiblewenotready."



Me:"I'mready.Ihaveneverbeenmoreready."We

laughedatourstupidity.Ialwaysenjoymyself

whenI'mwithhim.Hisforkeeps.

.

.

.

.

.

Ayamthanda

WellEverytimesiyaasksmeaboutthatday.Ijust

ignorehim.I'mnotreadyforanotheremotional

break.

I'mtryingsohardtopushthisatthebackofmy

headI'mgraduatingandit'sChumanibirthdayparty

injustafewdays.

Iusethattodistractme.Andithasbeenworkingon

myfavour.



MymakeupartistjustdidmymakeupIwas

waitingformyexportdressSiyaboughtitforme

fromUK.

Me:"babyareyousurebathedresswillcome."I

waspanicking.

Him:"ewemakaNkanyeziIjustsentadrivertogo

andcollectitattheairport."

Me:"butithasbeenanhourbaby."Iwaspacingup

anddowninthelounge.

Him:"calmdownbabyitwillgetheresoon."

Me:"kaxubephaGinnetonicwater(mixginand

tonicwater)"IsaidcauseIreallyneededitnow.



Him:"tshayiwe.(yourhigh)"Ilaughed.Hedoesn't

wantanythingeffectinghischild.

Justthantherewasaknockonthedoor.Iwantto

openit.

Driver:"Mr.Plaatjies."Inodded.Hegavemeapaper

tosignandabigbox.Isignedbeforeheleft.

Iopenedtheboxandtherewasmydressitwasa

Chrystalshinningsleevelessdresswithasplit.My

ChristianLouboutinshoeswerealsothere.

ItookmythingsandranupstairsChumaniandSiya

werelaughingatme.

AlltheotherFamilymembersarealsocomingit's

justSiya'smotherwenttoPE.



Idressedupquicklyandthedressfittedme

perfectlywiththeshoes.It'sliketheyweremadefor

me.ItookofthedoekandletmyKinkystraight

virginBrazilianRemyHumanhairextensionloosen.

Ijusthopemymortarboardwillfitperfectlyfine.I

tookmythingsandwentdownstairs.

IheardwhistlesasIwentdowneveryonewas

lookingatme.Siyamouthwashangingopen.TT

closedhismouthandwealllaughed.Hecameto

meashewasalreadydressedinhisnavysuitwith

whiteblockstripes,whiteshirt,aredtieandanavy

hat.Nottoforgethissunglassesandhisleather

brownslingbag.

IswearIbecamewetinasplitsecond.

WeallwenttotheceremonyexceptforLethabo,



Thando,Lwethu,Chumani,Sekani,Ntlakanipho(of

course),Sizwe,MinnieandherTwin.Vusumziwas

alsonotherenotlikeIcare.

Ririisn'thereasyouallnow.Buthehesaidhewill

bewatchingonlinealsoeveryonewhoweleftatthe

house.

Idon'tknowhowTheymanagedtoleteveryonein

causeyouareallowedtocomewith2peopleonly.

Theguyshaveconnectionsafterall.

Wegottoweretheceremonywasheld.Wesaida

littleprayerbeforegettingin.Iwenttowerethe

otherstudentswereIworemygownandmy

mortarboard.

Theceremonywasbeautiful.IgotAPhDin

Actuarialscience.WhenIwascalledonstagethe

noisecomingfromeveryoneIknowwasonanother



level.Butthemostnoisecameformmyfamily.

Ittookabout2minutestomakethenoiselevel

down.Iwasalsoemotional.

Me:"inePhDgirlyenu."Iyelledandthenoisestarted

alloveragain.RhaaIwassohappy.Ican'tdescribe

thefeeling.

Theceremonywentonandontilllate.Wewalked

outsidepeoplewerecongratulatingme.

WhenIapproachedmyfriends.

Them:"nantsimbhoza(herecomestheboss)"they

saidclappingandyellingnottoforgettheir

screaming.



Iwassohappyrhaa.Wewentoutsideandtookalot

ofpictures.MymotherwassoHappyforme.She

evencried.

Younowthatfeelingwhenaparentisproudoftheir

kidisthemostpreciousmomentever.

I'Msuremyfatherislookinguponmewereeverhe

isI'mthankfulforhisguidance.

NotforgettingtothankGodforgivingmethe

strengthforEverythinginlife.Foralwaysprotecting

me.

AndmyHusbandwhoalwayspushesmetodothe

bestgivingmeassurancethatIwilldogreat.

HelpingmeineverywayhecanIlovethatman.

Wegothomewelcomedbytheamazingaromaof



foodwhichwascookedbyThando.

Thedinnertablewasplacedatthebackinthegreen

grassnexttomygarden.

.

.

.
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FirstofallIwanttosayI'mproudofthemotherof

mychildren.Shereallyoutdidherself.

ThekindofwomanthatIwillbespendingmyfuture

withisthebest.

ChumaniandNkanyeziwhoisonethewayhavethe

greatestmomever.

Atnightwheneveryonewasgone.Itookherout

bookedthewholerestaurantforus.Mywifewas

happythewholeday.

Nothingmakesmehappythanseeingmywife

happy.Shewillalwaysbepartofmylife.

IlovethatwomanandIwillalwaysloveherno

matterwhathappens.Sheismylife,heartandsoul.



Ican'timaginemylifewithouther.

Sotodayit'sthe15meaningit'sChumani'sbirthday

party.Mychildhasbeenhyperthewholeweekit's

likeheknowswearegoingtohaveapartyforhim.

Aya:"babypleasegoandfetchthecake."Wewere

busydecoratingthewholehousewiththehelpof

ourfriends.

AsalwaysThandowasatthekitchenmakingfood

butnothingfancysincetherewillbechildrenand

theyarepickyeater's.

Me:"haveyoupaid?"

Her:"yeah"Itookthecarkeysthegentsfollowedme

theyweresickandtiredofbeingsentaroundbythe

girls.Theysurelyknowhowtosendpeoplearound



especiallyRirirhaa.

Theladies:"haibowaargaanjulle(wereyouguys

going.)"

Thegents:"cake."WeclimbedinmyCaddy.Iwas

thegoingtodrive.

Tailor:"sapha(givemethekeys)you'lldrivelike

pussies"weheldourheartsbeforelaughing.He

likesteasingussincehisthefastestdriveramong

us.

Cage:"let'salsobuyboozeforlateron."Weagreed

withhim.

Tailordrovetothecakewhilewearelaughing

makingjokesoutofeverythinghavingfun.



Wegotthereandweallwalkedout.Wegottothe

receptionist.

Me:"goodmorning."Isaidtakingofmysunglasses

whichseemedtocharmher.

Hey:"heyhowcanIhelpyou."

Me:"AyamthandaPlaatjiesplacedanorderherefor

abirthdaypartycakeformysonChumaniPlaatjies

canyoupleasegetitforme."

Her:"theMickeymousecake?"

Me:"yeah."WellthethemeisMickeymouseand

Minniemouse.Hisfavoritecartoons.

Her:"letmegofetchitforyou.Thepaymenthas



alreadybeenmade."Inoddedshewenttotheback

tofechthecake.

Itwasa3layer'scake.Theywereinthreedifferent

boxesItookthemiddleone.TTtookthelargestand

Snakestookthesmallone.

Mamber,CageandTailor:"yesboysthinasizo

Bambaintoeziserioustywalamfondinii(wewillbe

holdingseriousthings,alcohol)"welaughedwhen

IwasabouttostepoutItrippedandthecakefell.

WealllaughedwhileIplacedmyhandsontopof

myheadmakingasifI'mcrying.

Cage:"wafangumfaziwakwaPlaatjiesbawo(your

deadbyMrs.Plaatjies)"welaughed.Iranbackto

thereceptionist.



Me:"canyoupleasebakethemiddlecakeformeI

willpaywhateverprice."

Her:"itwillcostyour600sirifyouwantthecake

now."

Me:"nobabiyir1000girlyenzaaslongndizotyi

mpundunamhlanjeengazondiqumbeleMamu

Plaatjies(nomatterifitisr1000girldoso.Aslong

asI'meatingpussytodayandMrs.Plaatjiesnot

beingangryatme.)"Keepinmindsheisawhite.

MyFriendslaughedatme.

Her:"sorrysirwhatdidyousay."

Me:"Mamberkandihotspot.iseTaandinadatafor

English(MamberpleasehotspotmeIdon'thave

dataforEnglish)justjokingpleasemakethecake

assoonaspossible."Wealllaughed.



Wechillingatthechairsthatweretherelookingat

theothercakes.Makingonehellofanoiselaughed

andallthatshit.

After2hoursorsoshecamebackwiththecake.I

gaveher1k.Shethankedme.Wewalkedout.We

wenttotheMalltobuybooze.

Wefilled2trolleyswithalcohol.Anditwas

expensivethingsonly.Wealsocalledthegirlsand

askedwhattheywouldliketodrink.IboughtAya

unalcoholicchampagne.Zopopangayoyena

wethu.

Wegothometookeverythingoutandwentinside

thehouse.

Wealldressedupaccordingtothetheme.Wewere

basicallyforced.Thegirlswerewearingtutuskirts

withMinnieorMickey'st-shirtwithheadbandsthat



haveears.Wehadtowearshortsandwhite

Mickey'shoodiessincewedidn'tlikethet-shirts.

Welookedgoodbytheway.

Mysonandotherkidswerealsowearinglike

Mickey-andMinniemouseoutfits.

Thethemewasgreateverythinglookedgreat.The

kidswenttositonthetheirlittlechairs.Chumani

wassittingatthefrontwithSekaniandbaby

Ntlakaniphoimagine.

RiriwastheMc.Hereallyknowshisthingshedid

everythingintheprogram.Chumanigotmany

presentsrhaa.Therewasalsoacameraman.

Takingpicturesofeverything.Thegirlsreallydida

greatajobintransformingthisplace.Iwashappy

toseemysonhappyphoffeveryonewashappy.

Thekidswenttoplayoutsideinthejumpingcastle



aftereating.Wechilledkethinabanthubadalaby

thepoolwhilewebraaithemeatanddrinking.

Lateronthekidswenthome.Itwasmeandfriends

withtheirkids.AlsoAya'smotherleftleaving

Ayabongabehind.

TT:"ceboleplan.Let'sgoplayatthejumpingcastle.

Wepaidforthatshitafterallguys."Welookedat

eachotherbeforerunningtothefronttothe

jumpingcastle.Ayabonga,MinnieandLethabo

werethefirstonetogetthere.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Vusumzi



Whodotheythinktheyare.Cominghomelate.Iwill

killChumanitoday.

Theymustbetaughtalesson.theytakeadvantage

withthelittlethingsIdoforthem.

ItookthesamegunAyamthandatouchedandwent

werethepartywasheld.ImadesurethatIwearmy

blackleatherglovesbeforeusingthegun.

Idon'twanttoruinAya'sfingerprintonthegun.I

gotthereandtheywereallplayinthejumping

castlewiththekidssittinginlittlechairslaughingat

theirstupidparents.

Istoodbythegate.AimedforChumanibutinstead

anotherboystoodinfrontofhimIcursedbefore

rushingof.

.



.

.

.

.
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Wewerehavingfunwhenweheardagunshotwe

wereallfrightened.Whenwelookedattheboys

Sekaniwasdownbleeding.

Ayola:"Sekani.!!!"Sheyelledwhilequicklyrushingto

him.Weallrushedthere.Igottomysonwhowas

alsofrightened.LethaboalsotookSlindokuhle.

WewereallcryingespeciallyCageandAyola.Ayola

lovesSekanilikeherownchild.Shesometimes

takesSekaniforsleepoversatherhousewhen

Cagegoesoutwiththeguys.

Weallrushedtothecarsandspeedoftothe



hospital.Chumanicouldn'tstopcrying.

.

.

.
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It'sbeenhourssinceSekanihasbeenadmitted.

Manydoctorswentinandout.

TTandLethabotriedtogetinbuttheyweretoldto



stayoutcausetheyweregoingtogetemotional

doingtheoperation.

ChumaniandNtlakaniphowerealsoadmittedsince

theywerefrightenedandtheycouldn'tstopcrying.

Wewerepacingupanddowninthecorridors.Iwill

alsobeadmittedlateronsinceChumaniishere.I'm

justwaitingforwhatevernewswewillget.

Ayolaisn'trightatall.Cagealsotheyhavebeen

cryingthiswholetime.I'MprayingthatSekani

makesitout.

Me:"wheredidtheyshoothim?"Iaskedcurious.I

reallywantedtoknow.Icouldn'tseehimproperly

backthansincemyeyeswerecoveredintears.

Mihlali:"stomachifnotinhisarm.Hewascovered



withbloodallover."Theywerealsohere.Inodded.

Justthanawhiteoldmanapproachedus.

Him:"whathappenedwhogotshot."Theaccentwas

different.

Theguys:"Scott."

Him:"yeahIwantedtosurpriseyou'llbutwhenIgot

toSiya'scribIsawblood.Iknewrighttherethat

you'llwherehere.I'mstillaskingyou.You'llknowI

haterepeatingmyself."

Cage:"myboygotshot."

Scott:"newenemies?"



Siya:"wehaven'tdoneanythinginvolvingthatlife

exceptmoneyheistssoIdon'tthinkit'sanew

enemy."Scottnodded.

IknewrighttherethishasVusumziwrittenalloverI

lookedatAyabongawhowasalsolookingatme.

It'slikesheknewwhatIwasthinkingabout.She

cametome.ShewasnexttoMamber.Theywere

comfortingeachother.Thereisdefinitely

somethingbetweenthis2oramIjustseeingthings

?

Shepulledmeawayfromeveryone.

Ayabonga:"thishasVusumziwrittenalloverwe

shouldtellthemAyaIcan'tleavelikethisanymore.

Maybetheycandefeathim."Shewasshaking.I

pulledherclosetomeIgaveherahug.



Me:"youknowthatwecan'thewillgetmearrested

andhewillcomeaftermyfamily.Ican'taffordto

loosethem."Shebrokedown.

Zimi:"whyareyouguysstandingtherewhispering."

IlookedatAyabongaandshookmyhead.

Me:"it'snothing."TheynoddedSiyalookedatme

searchingforanswersinmyeyes.Ibroketheeye

contact.

Scott:"afterwegetfeedbackwewillgosearchfor

thatMOTHERFUCKERnoonemesseswithmy

familyandlivestotellthefairytale."Theguysall

agreed.IlookedatthescaredAyabonganexttome

whowasalsolookingatmewithtearyeyes.

Justthanadoctorcomesout.



Doctor:"SekaniYonwabaLayi."Weallapproached

him

Ayola:"whereismybabydoctor?Howishe?"

Cage:"answerthequestionsdammit."

Doctor:"Yoursonisstillalive."Wesighedinrelief

"Thebulletluckyhithisarm.I'mnotsureifhewill

everbeabletousehisarmeveragain.Wearestill

runningsometests.Thebulletreallyaffectedhis

arm.Hemightalsogetaninfectionandwewill

havetocuthisarm.Sothathedoesn'tsufferinthe

future."Ayolacriedalloveragain.

Cage:"let'sgofindthatMOTHERFUCKER."Hesaid

stormingout.Hewasinpain.Theguysfollowed

him.WecomfortAyola.



Riri:"doctorbaecanweperhapsseehim."

Doc:"westillrunningsometestsIwillaskanurseto

comeandfetchyou'llwhenwearedone.Buthis

outofdanger."Wenodded.Hewentbackinside.

Me:"Ineedsomefreshairdoyouguysneed

somethingfromtheCafe?"Theshooktheirheads.

IwalkedslowlyoutsideAyabongaapproachedme.

Ayabonga:"theywillfindoutthetruthandwewillbe

indeepshit."

Me:"whataboutmemyhusbandwillsayI'm

unfaithfultohimhewillnevertrustmeagain.What

if.......whatifhekillssiyaorChumaniIcan'tlive

withoutthem."Ibrokedownshehuggedme.



Thisisamess.WhatifIloosemyhusbandor

childrenIcan'tloosethemIcan't.

.

.

.

.
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Iknowforafactthatthishassomethingtodowith

Ayacominghomecrying.

Ijustdidn'twanttoconfrontherinforntofeveryone.

Iwon'tletanyoneseethatIhaveproblemsinmy

marriage.Irespectmyrelationshipsomuch.

ButtodayIwillbegettingtothebottomofthis.I

sawitalloverherfacethatithassomethingtodo

withmealmostloosingmychild.Shecouldn'teven

keepeyecontactwithme.



SheknowsIhatesecrets.Iwonderwhat'sgoingon.

Cageisfuminghewantstokillwhoever.Ijusthope

thatSekaniwillbefine.

Wegottothewarehouse.Wewenttothecamera

room.

Mamberhackedmygatecamera'sandtheone's

outsidethehouse.Wesawthecarcoming.

Me:"pause."Hepaused.Ilookedatthenumber

plateandwroteitdown.Wewatchedthewholeclip

anditshowedthepersonwantedtoshootChumani.

ThankGoditdidn'thithim.PhoffnotthankGod

completelycauseithitSekani.

Wecouldn'tseethefaceproperlythepersonwas

wearingabighoodie.



Me:"let'scheckwhothenumberplatebelongsto."

Theynodded.Everyonewenttotheircomputer.We

starteddoingwhatwearebestin.Mihlaliwas

behindmecheckinghowIhackthings.Irolledmy

eyes.Hechuckled.

Us:"VusumziJones!!"

Mamber:"Ayabonga'sfather."Wealllookedateach

othershocked.Withmanythoughtsinourmindis

Ayabongaperhapsplayingusall.Isshealso

playingus?

Mambergulpeddownhisdrink.Hewasfumingwith

angerwhichmademewonderedwhy.

Cageontheotherhandwasreadytoattack.

.



.
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Alittlebirdtoldmesomeoneisdigginginformation

aboutme.

Meaningthatthelittleboysaredigginginformation

aboutme.Ihavetobereadyforawar.



Icontactedmymenandtoldthemtocomeguard

myhouse.I'mtiredIwon'tbeabletosleepwithon

eyeclosedtonight.

WhenIgotheremywifewasalreadyhereit'sjust

thatherbratdidn'tcome.AtleastIdidn'tshootfor

nothing.

Iwillalwaysliveunapologetic.Ihatebeing

disrespected.Youneedtoalwaysbowdowntome.

WhenIsayjumpyoushouldaskhowhigh.Irun

thesestreets.

.

.

.

.

Siyamthanda



Weallranouttothecar.Wewantedtogetto

hospitalasSoonaspossible.

WeneededanswersfromAyabonga.Whydidher

fatherwanttokillmychildbutendeduphitting

Sekani.Wegottothehospitalandliterallyranin

side.

Mamberwastheoneatthefront.Whenwegot

therehewasalreadyholdingAyabongaroughly.

Me:"whydidyourfatherwanttokillmyson?"The

girlslookedatusshocked.TheAtwinswerecrying.

Ayabongalookedatherduplicatescared.

Cage:"doyouwantustomakethetruthflowoutof

yourmouth.!!!"Shecried.

Ayamthanda:"let'sratherleaveitguysyouwon't



makeitoutalive."Shesaidlookingattheceiling

withtearsinhereyes.Shewastryingherbestto

calmherselfdown.

Me:"it'seitheryoutalknoworwewillletthetruth

flowoutofyourmouths.Justfuckenspeakup."I

wasloosingmytempernow.Shebrokedown.

MamberletgoofAyabonga.

Ayola:"canyouguysjustspeakupwhythatbustard

shotmysonandstopmakinganoisewithyour

crying."Shewasfuming

Ayabonga:"AyaI'mtellingthemumna."

Aya:"hewillgetmearrestedAyabongaandkillmy

husbandandchild."Sheburstout.Wealllookedat

hershocked.That'swhyshehasbeensayingsheis

protectingme.



Scott:"whatdoyoumeanwhenyousayheisgoing

tosendyoutojailandkillSilencerandChustar?"

Ayamthanda:"youmightaswelltellthem"shesaid

breakingdown.

Ayabonga:"itallstartedout2yearsagowhenwe

leftSAandwenttoRussia.Hefirsttookmyphone

sayingit'smakingmecrazy.Itleadtorapingmein

frontofmyhelplessmother.-wegasped-Everytime

whenamanlooksinourwayhewouldalwaysbeat

usupforthat.Keepinmindthatweoncereportto

thepoliceandtheyjustlaughedatus.Vusumzi

foundoutanddidworsethatnight.-chuckles-Istill

hearmyselfscreamatnight.Therapeleadtome

losingmywombIcan'thavekids.I'mdamaged.

Whenwemovedbackherewhenyouguyscameto

thehousetheabusestopped.Hesaidhewillgetus

forhavingothermeninthehouse.Buthewillnot

comethroughushewilluseAya...."



Ayamthanda:"yooooh"shesaidcrying

Ayabonga:"helaterfoundoutthatAyaisgoingtobe

Actuary.Heinvitedherfordinner.Hekilledhis

previoustransporterinfrontofusandtherewere

police.Healwayskillspeopleinfrontofmeandmy

mother.Theguysthatalwaystrytomakeamove

onus.HesaidAyawillbehisnewTransporterif

shetellsSiyaheknowsthathisagangsterhewill

trytosavehiswife.HesaidhewillkillSiyaand

Chumaniissheinformsanyoneortriestodecline

theoffer.Herunsthesestreets.Hesaidyouguys

aresmalltohim.Ayabecamehistransportershe

killedoneofthepeopleshewasdeliveringto-we

lookedatAyashocked-.Vusumzididn'tsayaword

hewasimpressedbyAya'swork.Whenheheard

thatAyamthandawaspregnant.Hefreakedout

sayingAyamthandawillloosefocusandhewon't

beabletofindanothertransporterinashortperiod

oftimeoneasgoodasAya.HecalledAyatothe

house.Hetookthesamegunthatheusedtokillthe

Transporterandeveryoneelsehewipeditand



orderedthepolicetobringAyaforhim.Hemade

hertouchthegun.AndsaidifshetellsSiyaorifhe

disappearsthegunwillgostraighttothepoliceand

shewillgetarrestedforallthepeoplekilledwithit.

Hethanplacedthegunintheevidencebag.Idon't

knowwhat'sthereasonwhyhewantedtokill

ChumanitodayIswear."TheAtwinscriedmore.

Aya:"Iwasprotectingyoufromhim."Wealllooked

atthemshockedtohearallthethingsshejustsaid.

Idon'tknowifitwasmebutIwasstilltryingto

processeverythinghappeninghere.

Riri:"ntwemdaka(it'sadirtthing)"

Mamberstormedout.What'supwithhim?

Ismywifegoingtogotojail.noitcan'tbe.Wehave



Nkanyeziontheway.Shecan'tgotojail.

NowIseewhyshehasignoringthistopicbutIwant

toknowwhythough.I'mtraumatizedIstillcan't

believethatmyheartisstillbeating.

Iranout.TookmycarkeysIwanttoaopenplaceI

screamed,criedhiteveryhittablethinglateronI

wenttothenearestclub.Idrankmysorrowsout.

.

.

.
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Aya

IregretnottellingSiyaaboutthis.IguessIwas

scaredofVusumzi'sthreats.

Buthewaslegit.Iwasprotectingthemafterall.

AfterAyabongatoldthemthetruth.

Itwaslikethecrosshasbeentakenoffmy

shoulders.Iwasrevealedbutatthesametime

scared.Wonderingwhatwillhedonext.

Ijustdon'twanttolooseanyone.Especially

Chumaniandsiya.Those2aremylife.

IalsohopethatMymotherandSisterdon'tdie.I

justmetthem.PhoffIdon'twanttolooseanyone

myfriendstoo.



AfterSiyaandMamberStormed.Irantothe

bathroom.Igotthereanddrankwatertocalm

myselfdown.

Me:"okayAyabreathin-inhale-breathout-exhale-.

Breathin-inhale-breathout-exhale-.Thinkabout

Nkanyezi.Shestillneedstolive.Siyawillforgive

youit'sjustthatheisstillfrustratedheneedstime

todigesteverythingin.Breathin-inhale-breathout-

exhale-.Calmdown.AtDon'tstressnowitmight

causecomplicationsforyourpregnancybreath."I

saidtomyselflookingatthemirror.

Idrankthewateragain.Washedmyfacebefore

dryingitwithtissues.Iwalkedoutandwenttomy

child'sward.

Hewassleepingtheresopeaceful.Iguessthe

medicinehelpedhim.Itookoffmyshoesbefore

climbinginbedwithhim.



Icuddledwithhimthewholenight.Ifeltasleep

samesecondasIplacedmyheadonthepillow.

Thesunshinnedbrightinmyeyes.Icouldn'tfeel

Chumaninexttome.Iopenedmyeyesandlooked

besidesmehewasn'tthere.

Istartedpanicking.DidVusumzitakemykid.Ohh

no.Ijumpedoffthebed.NotcaringofhowIlook.I

didn'tevenwheremyshoes.

Irandownthecorridors.ShoutingChumani'sname.

Checkingeachandeveryward.Iwasevencrying.

Thenursestriedcalmingmedown.IjustYankthem

offandkeptonsearchingformychild.

IfeltsomethingstingingmeonmyneckandI



blackedout.

Myeyeswhereheavy.IlookedbesidesmeandSiya

wasstandingwithChumanibythewindow.Isighed

inrelief.Astearscomeout.

Iclammyselfdown.Idrankthewaterbesidesmein

theJug.Iguessthatbroughtsiyabackfromhis

thoughtscausehelookedatme.

Him:"hey"Ilookeddown.

Me:"hi.Howareyou?"

Him:"I'mgettingthereandyouhowareyou?"

Me:"i'mfinejuststressed."



Him:"Ayawhydidn'tyoutellmewewouldhave

avoidedyougoingtojailyouknowthatIvowedto

protectyouandChumani."

Me:"hethreatenedtokillyouand,hebroughtthe

policetothehouseimaginemorepeoplehehasin

hisConnermaybeevenJudges.Icouldn'taffordto

looseyouandChumanibabypleaseforgiveme."He

sighed.

Him:"IhatesecretsAyamthandayayazilonto(you

knowthat)"

Me:"guiltwaseatingmeeveryfuckendaybabybutI

wasprotectingyouIwasscared."Henodded.Heis

socalmyetangry.

Heneverbecomesangrywithme.Hestayscalmas

possible.That'swhatwedowenevergetangryat

eachother.Wealwayscalmdownanddiscuss



things.

Him:"andthat'strue,butinthatprocessyoumade

menottrustthatmuch."Hesaidlookingatthe

window.Therewasthishugelumpinmythroat.

Igulpeddowntherestofthewaterleftintheglass.

Me:"Iunderstand."Isaidlookingattheclearceiling.

Him:"Istillloveyouthoughnothingchanged.Iwill

alwaysloveyouthesamewaynothingwillever

change.Juststophidingthingsfromme."

Me:"IpromiseIwillnothidanythingnow.AndIwill

makesureIearnyourtrustagain."Henodded.

Him:"Iloveyouokay?"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Hecameandkissedmy

forehead.ChumaniwasplayinggamesonSiya's

phone.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Mamber

AfterIstormedoutyesterdayitookalongdrive.

Playingmusictocalmmynervesdown.

Ican'tbelieveAyabongakeptthingsthisdeepfrom

me.Shehasbeenthroughalot.



That'swhyshewantedtotakeherlifethefirstdayI

sawher.Thatexplainseverythingnow.Whyshe

alwayshasnightmareshereandthere.

Doeswantpeopletofindoutaboutus.NowIget

why.It'shardtotakeineverythingshesaidatthe

hospital.Itwashardtoprocessit.

Shehasbeenthroughalotbutsheshouldhave

trustedmeasherHusband.Sheshouldhavetold

meeverything.

Andthefactthatshecan'tgetpregnanthurtsthe

most.Butitwasn'therfault.Wedon'tchooseour

Fates.

Shehasbeenthroughaloticanguaranteeyouthat.

sheevenlostachanceofbeingaparent,amother

tosomeonethatshithurtssobad.



Isowantedtobeafathertosomeone.Butfate

doesn'twantmetobeone.

Thatdoesn'tchangethefactthatIdon'tloveher.

InfactIlovehermorenow.

Iknowit'screepybutyeahIlovehermore.Itshows

howpowerfulsheis.Shehasbeenthroughalotbut

stillhasthecarriagetolovesomeoneelse.

SheisthestrongestpersonIhaveevercame

acrosswith.Shestilllovesmeunconditionally

knowingprettygoodthatamanhasviolatedherin

anubearableway.

Ilovehermorethanbeforenow.

Iaskedhertocometomyhouse.Inthemorning

andI'mwaitingimpatientlyforhernow.



Suddenlysomeoneopensthedoor.IKnowfora

factit'sher.Sheistheonlypersonthatgoesinand

outofmyhouseasshewishes.

Shehasteabagsandredeyes.Igetworried.I

walkedtoherandembraceherinthetightesthug.

It'slikeshehasbeenlongingformethiswholetime.

Causesheletsoutallthepain.

Ipickherupandgotothecouch.Isatdownwith

herlegsaroundmywaist.IfitwasanotherdayI

wouldbedeepinsideofherndichanenesazelabut

keyeah.Igetanbonerjustbythinkofthat.

Me:"it'sgonnabealrightsthandwasam."Isaid

shushingher.



Her:"noit'snot.Ishouldhavetoldyoufortheword

getgo.ButIkeptquiet.Nowyouhavetobewith

someonewhohasbeenrapedtothepointshecan't

havekidsandIknowhowmuchyouwantthem.If

youwant.....Ifyouwanttodivorcemeit'sfineI

understand."Iwasalsocryingwithher.

Me:"Iwouldneverdivorceyounevertalkabout

divorcingmemamele?"Shenodded.Ikissedher

forehead"thefactthatyouhadthecarriagetofall

formeandlovemeunconditionallythrough

everythingthatyouhavebeenthroughIfallinlove

withyoumore.Iseeastrongwoman.Awomanthat

cansmilethrougheverythingthatshehasbeen

through.Loveanotherhumanbeingthrough

everythingshehasbeenthrough.Seeman

differentlythrougheverythingshehasbeenthrough.

Idon'tcareifyoucan'thavekidswestillhaveother

optionstheymightnotbeoursbutwecanlove

themlikeourown.IloveyousomuchAyabonga

Kuzwayo.Iloveyoumorethanevernownever

forgetthat.Pleasepromisetoshareeverythingyou



gothroughnow.Iwanttobethereforyou.Yourthe

loveofmylife.PleasetrustmewithyourpainI

wantyoutocryallthepainoutwhenyou'rewithme.

Allowmetobeyourshouldertocryonshareevery

secretwithme.Iwantyoutotrustmewithevery

fiberinyourskin.Iloveyouokaybutpleasetrust

me.Ineedyoutellmeeverything.Imightnotbe

abletodoanythingfornowbutIwillmakeaplan

okay.IloveyouAyabongaKuzwayo.Iloveyou

mkami."Weweweremakingeyecontactthiswhole

time.Shehadtearscomingdownhereyesthis

whole.

Her:"IneverthoughtIcanfindanunderstanding

manlikeyou,Ithoughtyouweregoingtoleaveme

formypast.IpromisefromnowIwilltellyou

everything.Iwilltellyoueverysinglethingthat

happens.Iloveyoumorethananythingnow.Ilove

yousomuch.Iloveyoutothemoonandback.

PleaseforgivemefornottellingyouanythingIwas

justscaredmnyeniwam."Inoddedwithtearsinmy

eyes.Shewipedthem.



Me:"Iforgiveyoumylove."Shenodded.Ikissedher.

Wehadaroundwithsomuchemotioninit.

IloveherandIwillneverstoplovingherthat'sa

promise.

.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

Itishardtodigesteverything.Itrytocomeupwith

plans.ButI'mfailingdismally.

I'matthewarehousewiththeguystryingto

brainstormsomething.Scottisstillhere.

Me:"akofokolethigqinkmajita(Ican'tgetanything

bro's)"

Them:"whohasbra."

TT:"Vusumzitheuntouchablemntakabawo"we

burstintolaugherandhewasseriousholdinghis

laugh.

TT:"seriousmajitayoohzenihleke(yourlaughing)"

wealllaughed



Scott:"HowisMamiholdingupthough?"Heis

talkingaboutAya.

Me:"sheisfine.Wearegettingthere."Theynodded.

Sheseriouslyisfine.Wefixedouraffairs.

Tailor:"Iwonderhowhertwiniscopyingthatgirl

hasbeenthroughalothey."Weallsighedthinking

aboutAyabonga.Mamberclearedhisthroat.Weall

lookedathim.

Him:"what!"

Snakes:"what'supwithyouandthatgirlbythe

way."



Mamber:"nothingguysthereisseriouslynothing

goingon."Welookedathimwithquestioningeyes.

Hejustkepthisseriousface.

Weshookourheads.

Me:"whereisSekani?"Wellheisdischargednow

hisarmisfine.Justthatthedoctorsstilldon'tknow

ifhewillhavedifficulty'swhenheisold

Cage:"it'slikehewasnevershotthatoneheiswith

thegirls."

Scott:"thatboyisstronglikehisfather."Weall

nodded

Us:"indeedheis."Cagesmiled.



Me:"let'spayVusumziavisit.Icheckedhis

schedulehisnotgoingtoworktoday."

Snakes:"thatsagreatideajusttogettoseehowhe

operates."Wenodded.Tailortookthecarkeys.

Wewalkedtothecar.Wewerehavingfunas

always.Jokingabouteverything.Mxmmybro'sare

thebest.

WegottoVusumzi'shouseanditwashighly

guarded.It'slikehehasbeenexpectingusthis

wholetime.

TT:"fuckthisniggahasthisallplannedoutit'slike

hehasbeenexpectingus."

Us:"njayam."Thesecuritystoppedus.Iopenedthe

windowsinceIwassittingatthedoor.



Me:"hola.Vulalegate.(openthisgate)"

Him:"Wh..."Hedidn'tevenfinishhissentenceIjust

shothiminhisbigmouthsonofabitch.

Security²:"Bo..."

Me:"heyopenthisgateorIwillmakeyouwish

nyokoakazangeayivuleimlilenze(yourmother

neveropenedherlegs)"heopenedthegate.We

chuckled.

Wegotoutofthecar.Theguardswherealready

pointinguswithguns.

Us:"cansomeonepleasetellthisdogstoputdown

theguns.Sanibonisaamabelanamasendewaba

zalibenithina(weshowyouyourmotherstitsand



father'sballs)"welaughedatourstupidity.

:"Boysit'sfineIcanhandlethis."Theyloweredthe

guns.Wewalkedinthehouse.Vusumziwasthe

onetalking.

Vusumzi:"wemeetagainwhatdoIownthisvisit

for."

Scott:"wejustwantedtoseehowamanlikeyou

lives.Nothingmuchnothingless."

Vusi:"cutthecrapandtellmewhatyouwant."We

laughed.

Snakes:"noneedtogetallworkedoutcalmyourtits

daddy."Hesaidinagayaccent.Welaughedhard.



Vusumzi:"Iseeyouboysarefullofjoke's."

Me:"sinceyouinsistaboutknowingaboutwhatwe

want.HowaboutyouletgoofmywifeandIwon't

killyours.AndtrustmeIwill."Isaidwithaserious

face.

IwasjustscaringhimIwouldfakeherdeathand

sendheraway.Iwouldneverbethereasonwhy

Ayalosthermother.Sheloveshersomuch.

Vusumzi:"youdon'thavetheballstodoso."

Me:"oohtrustmeIwouldgrowthemovernighttokill

someoneclosetoyou,yourdearwife."Irolledmy

eyes

Vusumzi:"youwouldneverkillyourmotherinlaw.

Ayawouldhateyou."Ilaughed.



Me:"mxmAyazintoezincanemphosebed.inilowo

alibalenobabendikendagcitshumamakhe.(Ayais

asmallthing.Iwillthrowheronthebedandshe

willforgetthatIkilledhermother.)"Isaidlaughing

andhittingmybackhandonthefrontoftheother.

Theguysalsolaughed.

Vusumzi:"whatdoyouwant."

Me:"Ihaterepeatingmyself,leavemywifealoneorI

willkillyours."Ipattedhisshoulderbeforekissing

hischeekandjumpsmiling.

Theguysweredeadwithlaugher.Wegotout.

Theguys:"dutyudutyu."Thesaidshootingsomeof

theguards.DidInotlaugh.



Me:"ayikocutetukele(thisain'tcuteatall)"we

laughed.MxmIwillnevertradethesefuckersfor

anyone.

.

.

.
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Vusumzi

Whodotheythinktheyaretocomeandthreaten

meinmyhouse.Iwillletthisslipaside.



Iwillmakethemfeelliketheywonbuttheyhave

anotherthingcoming.

I'mnotapersonyoucanmesswith.Howdarehe

threatenmewithmyownwife.

Thosebastards.IwillgoforthatAyamthandaand

Siyamthandafornow.Iwanttogoforthem1by1.

Theycameintomyhouseanddidastheypleased.

Theykilled14ofmyHitman.Bloodyfoolstheyjust

wentintowarwithawrongperson.

It'sbeen6months.

Ihavebeenlow-keyfindingoutinformationabout

themeverythingtobespecific.



Igotinthegynecologist'sroomwhichtheyalways

cometofortheirappointments.

Her:"goodmorningsirdoyouperhapshavean

appointment?"

Me:"goodmorningtoyoutooDr.Dupreezorshould

IDr.Wilson."Shecougheduncontrollably.

Her:"whatdoyouwant."

Me:"thiswaseasierthanIthought.Sothereisthis

coupleMr.AndMrs.Plaatjies.Theycometoyoufor

thierappointments.Soastheirdoctormydearyou

willtellthemthattheymustchoosebetweenMrs.

Plaatjiesorthechildwhenshegivesbirthin3

monthsfromnow."ShelooksatmeshockedIwas

playingwithherpeninmyhands



Her:"Icouldloosemylicence."Ilaughed.

Me:"Idon'tcareorshouldIsendMr.Dupreezthe

videowhereyouwereridingMr.Wilsoninhishouse

andnottoforgetwhenyousaidyouaregoingto

performasurgeryinDurbanonlytofindoutlater

thatyouwerehavingalifetimeinLondonwith

someoneelse'shusband.IknowMr.Wilsonwould

neverleavehiswifeforyou.Idon'twanttoeven

enterthenewbornbaby'sinformationitsend

shiversallovermybody."Shecried.

Me:"justdoasIsayandeverythingwillbeperfectly

fine."Ipattedhershoulderbeforegettingout.

.

.

.

.
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Siya

Everythinghasbeenfineforthepastfewmonths.

Meandmywifearebacktobeingthegreatcouple

ever.WegreatasevernowIcanassureyouofthat.

Todaywewillbegoingtothegynecologist.Ithas

beenafewmonths,3monthstogoandwewillbe

readytodeliver.

Ican'twaittoholdherhandwhensheisinLabour.

Can'twaitforhertoshoutatmeandcallmebyall

kindsofnames.

Thispastfewmonthshavebeengreatyethectic.I

tradedmylogisticscompanyforaAccountingFirm.

Ididthisatthebeginningoftheyear.

Everyonewassohappyforme.Moneyismymiddle



name.Myhouseisgettingbuildfromscratch.

Idon'twantpeoplehauntingusorbringingusbad

luck.Plusthereisarelaxingriverattheback.Igota

perfectplaceoutsidethecity.

I'msureAyawillloveit.It'sstillgettingbuild.Idon't

knowwhenitwillgetdonebutyeah.

Aya:"babecanyoupleasetiemyshoes."Sheisso

big.onewouldswearshehastwins.

Me:"wearenotgoingtoafancyplacejustwear

yourslippers."Shefrowned.Herewegoagainthe

moodswings.Worsepartever.

Isometimessleepattheguestroomcauseshe

doesn'twantmenearher.Lateronatnight.



ShecomescryingintheroomsayingIdon'tlove

her.Idon'twantheranymore.

Ican'twaittillshegivesbirth.Phelamina

sengikhathele.

Me:"okaybabywaitIwanttofixmybelt."Ifixedit

beforegoingtoher.Itiedhershoes.

Me:"anythingelse."

Her:"myhairplease"that'smydailyjob.Shealways

getstiredofmakingherhair.NowIhavetodoher

hair.Sedikwemntasekhayandingumsunuka

nyoko(I'msoannoyed).

Imadeamancancafirst.ThanIdressedherupin

herweave.Ibrusheditperfectlyfinebeforemaking

abun.



Me:"alldone."

Her:"thankyoubabyyouraStar."Shesaidkissing

me.Imentallyrolledmyeyes.

Me:"let'sgobeforewearelate."Shesmiled.We

walkedouthandinhand.

Chumaniisathiscrecheshammntanahehastobe

inthesameclassasSekaniimagine.Sincehisa

Decemberbaby.

TTalsoenrolledhissonatthesamecreche,same

classhewaslike'iDon'tcareifhissmallornothe

willstillbeinthisclassIwantmychildtofinish

schoolwhenhis17.Plushisfriendsarehere.'

Ilaughedthatdayhewasevenswearingatthe



principal.MxmthefriendIhave.

Wegottothehospitalandwalkedtothewaiting

roomwealreadydideverythingatthereceptionist.

Aya:"whydoIhaveabadfeelingaboutthis

appointment."Isqueezedherhandshewasreally

tense.

Me:"calmdownbabyokay."Shenodded.

Nurse:"Dr.Dupreeziswaitingforyou."Wenodded.

Wewalkedin.

Dr.:"mylovelycouple."Wesmiledlookingather.

Aya:"heydoc.howareyou?"



Dr:"I'mfine.Ihopeyouguysareaswell."We

nodded.

Dr:"okaythanyouknowtheprocessletmerun

sometestsandhopefullytodaywewillgetthe

genderofthebaby."Wenodded.sheranhertests.

Afterafewminutesofwaitingshecameback.

Dr:"IwonderwhyIdidn'tpickthisup.Thistestssay

thatAyaisnotingoodhealthmeaningthatYou

havetochoosebetweenthechildrenorthemother.

Sheisnotinagoodstate."Welookedather

shocked.Wewereevencrying.

Us:"What!!"

Dr:"sorrybutitistrue.1hastodieorevenboththe

motherandthechildren."



Me:"whatdoyoumeanwhenyousaychildren?"I

saidcomfortingmywife.

Dr:"wellyouhavetwinsonthewayletmeshow

you."Inodded"pleasebringhertothebed."I

noddedagain.

Iliftmywifeup.Iplaceherontopofthebed.She

pullsupherdressbeforewipinghertears.Ihate

seeingmywifeinthisstate.IwishIcoulddo

something.

ButIcan't,howthehellwillIchoosebetweenAya

andthetwinsthiscan'tbehappeningthismustbe

somekindofajoke.

Thedoctorappliescoldgelonher.Shedoesher

things.



Her:"hereisthefirstonewhichisagirluhmmand

hereisthesecondonewhichisaboy."They

heartbeatsmadeaverystrongnoise.

Iwassohappy.Isqueezedmywife'shand.She

lookedatmeandsmiledwithtearsinhereyes.

Istillcan'tbelieveIhavetochoosebetweenmy

kidsandAya.WhatwillIdoIcan'taffordtoloose

them.

IjustwishEarthcouldswallowmerightnow.I'm

betweenarockandahardplace.

Ican'tbehavingthis.WhoshouldIchooseandI

havetochoosewisely.FuckIhatethislife.Can'twe

findpeaceforever.

RightwhenIthoughteverythingisfinethishappens.



Wow.

.
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Ayamthanda

HowthehellwillIbeabletochoosebetweenmylife

andkidslife.

Thatistotallybull.Itwillbeselfishofmetochoose



mylifeovermykidsbutitwillalsobebullifI

choosemychildren.

Ijustdon'tknowanymore.Ihatethislife.Howwill

Siyasurvivewithoutthebothphoffthreeofus.

Hesowantedtohaveotherkids.Healsodoesn't

wanttolooseme.

Ihatethislife.Rightafterhavingthebestmonths

everwithVusumzioffmybackandshitIcome

acrossthis.

Thiscan'tbehappeningtome.Theremustbea

mistake.Idon'twanttoloosemychildrenIdon't

wanttoloosemylifetoo.

IjustfeellikeIalsodon'tknow.Thepaincutsdeep.

RightwhenIthoughtthingsarefinallygoingmy



waythishappens.

IhavealltheresourcesthatIwantthatIcouldn't

getinmyfirstpregnancy.

Myhusbandisheremyfamilyisherebutthatwas

goodtobetruecausenowwehavetoloosea

personintheprocess.

Ican'tbarethispainanymore.IsGodstillthere?

Whywouldheletthisbadthinghappentome.

IknowI'mnotasaintbutwhy?Ihatelifesomuch.

Iwasbroughtbacktothiscruelearthbymy

colleagueNomtha

Nomtha:"baby"



Me:"mhhh"Isaidgivingherquestioningeye's

Her:"thebossiscallingyou.Youhavebeenzoned

outthewholedayit'slikeuthwelezonozethu(you

havealloursins)"Isighed

Me:"I'mnotfineatallNomtha"Ibrokedown.She

huggedmeashugeasIam.

Her:"it'sgoingtobeokay.Don'tstressthinkabout

thebaby."

Me:"howcanIthinkaboutthemwhentheywilldie."

IbrokedownasIthinkaboutitmore.

Her:"HavefaithinGodrememberwhatthepastor

saidthisSundaythatwemusthavefaithinGodno

matterhowyourchallengesare.Yourchildrenwill



makeithavefaith."

WellIgotothesamechurchasher.Sheliterally

wenttomyhouseanddraggedmetogowithherto

church.

AndIhavebeengoingeversince.Ilastwentto

churchwhenmyfatherwasstillalivethat'slike12

ormoreyearsagorhaa.

Me:"let'shopesoletmegoseetheboss."She

noddedwhilewipingmytears.

Itookasipofmyflavouredsparklingwater.

Her:"stopstressingyourbeautifulselfokay."I

noddedsmilingthanIwanttothebossesoffice.I

knocked.



Him:"comein!!"Heshoutedfromtheotherside.I

gotin

Me:"Afternoonsir."

Him:"afternoonMrs.PlaatjiesIdon'tknowwhyyou

tookyourprecioustimeyouknowIhatewaitingbut

pleasetakeasit."Inoddedbeforesittingdown.Mr.

Jamescanbesointimidatingyooh.

Him:"Iseethatyouhavebeenstressedthewhole

day.Youhaven'tdoneyourworkandyouknowhow

workis.Getyouraffairstogether.Wedon'tneed

thisinthebusiness.Youcan'tbecalculatingwith

somuchstressyouknowhowmathsandstatics

canbe."Inodded.

Me:"myapologiessir.Iwillfocusonmyjobnow."

Henoddedandsignaledmetogetout.



Rhaarwadalentole(thisthingisrude).Igotupand

wentbacktomyoffice.Istarteddoingmylistening

tomusic.Idon'tgiveafuckIfsomeonegetsin.

Ihaveahusbandthatmakesmorethana2million

amonthumna.Thesepeoplecanshovetheirasses

wherethesunshinesthebrightest.

LateronIknockedoffandwenttooneofthehotels.

Istartedatthedownstairsrestaurant.Isaw

someoneshoutingatthemanager.

Iapproachedthem.

Me:"Thabowhatisgoingonhere?Iseverythingok

ma'am?"

Her:"notatallsistheyjustservedmewithadirt

plateandit'sliketheywerehavingafoodfightlook



atthis."Shesaidpushingtheplate.

Me:"Thaboyouknowthatwecan'ttreatour

customerslikethis.Wheredoyouthinkyourpays

comefrom.Wecan'tbehavingthis.Thisisa

businesspleasetakethisplateandgivema'amover

hereanewplateit'sonthehouseandabottleof

whateversheprefers."Ishiftedmyattentiontothat

woman"pleaseforgiveusma'amhewillbringyou

properfoodjustnow."Shenoddedsmiling.

Her:"youaresuchagreatwomanmyGodbless

you."Ismiled

Me:"thankyouma'am"shereturnedthesmile.

ThabotooktheplateIfollowedhiminthekitchen.

Me:"hola.Listenhereifyouguysthinkthatyoucan

slackoffduringworkhoursthanyouhaveanother

thingcoming.I'Msureyou'lldon'twanttohavea



supervisorthewholemonth.Andyou'llknowhow

tiringtheycanbegetyouraffairstogetherand

makememoneynottheotherwayaround.Next

timeI'mcuttingofsomeone'ssalary.Ipayyouguys

morethanenoughmoneyfortheworkyoudo."

Theywerealllookingdown

Them:"sorrybosslady."

Me:"getbacktoworkandlet'sstopslackingoff

Thabokeepyourteamtogether."Ipattedhis

shoulderbeforegoingtothepenthouseupstairs.

Iwanttobealonetonight.Ihavealreadytextedsiya

andtoldhim.

.

.

.
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Todayit'sthe27thofJulymeaningthatin2days

it'smywife'sbirthday.

I'MplanningonproposetoheronherbirthdaybutI

don'tknowwhere.

IwasatmyofficewithmyPA.



Me:"Palesawhichplacewouldyoulikeyour

boyfriendtoproposeat?"Isaidlookingather.She

worksinmyoffice.

Palesa:"Butsiryoualreadymarriedwitha

wonderfulwifeyoualsohavekidsonthewaywhy

wouldyouproposetoanotherperson.Haiumna

cingindikuxeleleshamndamthandauMrs.

Plaatjies(Iwon'ttellyoushamIloveMrs.Plaatjies)

infactIlookuptothatwomaniwillneverhelpin

betrayingher.Rhaaasileamadoda(manare

crazy)"didInotlaughmxmPalesaissuchamood.

Itreatherlikemylittlesister.

Me:"whosaidanythingaboutanewgirlfriend

PalesayouknowthatIlovemywifeIwouldnever

tradeherforanyone.Ijustwanttoproposetoher

sinceIneverdidatfirstwejustgotmarried.We

signedthepapers.Ineverpaiddowryforhersince

shedidn'tknowanyfamilymemberofhers.NowI

wanttopropose.Paydowry.Getmarriedinfrontof



peopleandall."Isaidlaughing.

Her:"ooohhainawesiritshoklk(saysosir)"we

laughed

Me:"Yamthandamfaziwamwena(youlovemywife)

soyeahthequestionstillstands."

Palesa:"umnaIwouldlikemygirlfriendnot

boyfriendtoo...."Welaughed

Me:"whatyouralesbian?"Welaughed

Palesa:"mxmv'tsek.AsIwassayingIwouldlikemy

girlfriendtoproposeatFranceinParis.AttheEiffel

towerorinfrontoftheLouvre."

Me:"youraStaryazi.Iwillsendyouthedetailsyou



getthePrivateJetformeready,passports

everything.Iwilltransfer50ktoyouraccountyou

cantakethewholeweekoff.Justcancelmy

meetingsfirst."Shescreamed.Ilaughedather.

Thisgirlisinsane.

Iwonderhowhergirlfriendcopes.

Her:"thankyousir."Ilaughedbeforepackingmy

stuff.

Me:"lockthedoorwhenyougetout.ByePalesa."

Her:"byesir."Shesaidwiththebiggestsmile.I

shookmyhead.

Iwalkedout.Anotherthingaboutthisproposalit's

becauseIwantmywifetoforgetaboutthe

children'sissue.



Iwantheretobestressfreeithasn'tbeeneasyfor

usforawhilenow.Butwearegettingthere.

Igottomyhouse.Mywifeassoonassheheardme

shutthedoor.Shejumpedanddisconnectedthe

call.

Her:"heybaby"shehasbeenactingawkwardthese

pastfewdays.Iwonderwhat'supwithher.

Me:"hey.Areyoufine?"

Her:"yeahwhataboutyou."

Me:"I'mfine."

Her:"goandtakeashowerIwillpreparefoodfor



you."Inodded.Ikissedherbeforejoggingupstairs.

Istripednakedbeforehittingtheshower.Itooka30

minuteshower.Ilotionedbeforewearingmyshorts

andmyblackuzzivest.

ItookoneofAya'sLouboutinsmallsuitcaseand

packedourtoiletriesandmyclothesshewillbut

hersoverthere.Wewillbebackonthe30th.

Mycellphonebeepsandit'stheflightdetails.We

willleavinginanhour.Ifinishpackingandgoto

Chumani'sroom.Ipackedafewofhisclotheshe

willbegoingtomymom'shouse.Shehasalready

agreed.IrequestedforanUber.

Igowiththebagsdownstairs.Ayawasstillmaking

mesomethingtoeat.Morelikemakingfoodforthe

bothofus.



Aya:"what'supwiththesuitcasesbabywhereare

wegoing."

Me:"youwillseebabywhenwegetthere."

Her:"ain'tyoutryingtokidnapme."Welaughed

Me:"Idon'tmindkidnappingyou."Isaidplayingwith

myeyebrows.Welaughed.

Her:"let'seatfirst."InoddedIsatonthebarstools.

Shegavememyfood.

Me:"wewillfirstdropChumani'sclothesatmy

mother'shousethanwewillgo.ourflightleavesin

anhour."Youshouldhaveseenhersmile.

Her:"wherearewegoingsthandwasam?"



Me:"youwillsee.Infactlet'sgonow."Isaidfinishing

ofmyfood.Shewasalsodone.Shetooktheplates

andwashedthem.

Her:"alldonelet'sgoplease."Shesaidwithsomuch

enthusiasminhervoice.

ItookoursuitcaseandshetookChumani'sbag.I

closedthedoor.Thehousehasaautomaticdoor.

Me:"wewillbeusinganUberbabe.Idon'twantto

wastemoneyonunnecessarythings.Causepha

airportwewillhavetorentndawuyopark.ayabo."

Shenodded.Wewalkedoutthegate.TheUberwas

alreadyhere.

Weclimbedin.Itfirsttookustomymothershouse.

Ididn'tstayforalongtime.Ididn'twantChumanito

cry.



TheUbertookustotheairport.Palesawaswaiting

thereforustogiveusourthings.

Wewalkedtoher.

Palesa:"Mrs.Plaatjies."Theyhugged.

Me:"haiAndibonwaumna.Bhatalwandimke(you

don'tseeme.I'mtheonepayingyou.)"Welaughed

Aya:"sbanoMonababy(Don'tbejealous)"

Palesa:"tch'.Ihavealreadybookedyouguysina

hotel.Ialsohiredadrivertotakeyouaroundthe

place."

Me:"youmydearareastar.Iwillsendyou70k



now."Isaidkissingherforehead

Aya:"youshouldstartyourowntravelagent

business."Igaveheradeadstare

Me:"whowillbemyPAkengoku?"Theylaughedat

me.

Palesa:"that'swhyIloveMrs.Plaatjies.Ishould

drawupaplanwritenow.Myfavoritecouplewill

givemecapitalafterall.Letmegonow.Ihaveto

makeaproposalforthemwhentheyComeback.

Byeguysenjoy.IloveYou'll."Shesaidkissingour

cheeksbeforerunningaway.Welaughedather

Aya:"Ilovethatgirl.Sheissoenergetic."Wewere

stilllaughingwalkingin.

Me:"thatmakesthebothofus."Wedideverything



thatweneededtodo.Ourflightwascalledandwe

wenttotheprivatejet.

Aya:"thisisthefirsttimethatI'mflying.I'mso

excited."Shesaidlookingoutsidethewindow.

Youseethat'sthesmileIlikeseeingeveryday.Ilike

itwhensheissmiling.I'mhappythatshehas

forgottenaboutthebabyissue.

Atleastthisminiholidaywillbegreatforher.

FewhourslaterwewerealreadyinParisitwas

midnight.Wedidwhatwehadtodoandwalked

outsidetoourdriver.

HetookusstraighttotheHotel.Wecheckedinthey

gaveusourroomnumberandkeys.



Aya:"Aahhhhcan'tbelieveI'minParis.Imeanlike

guyslookattheroom.I'mnottalkingkeaboutthe

balconylookattheview.Lemmeshowyou'llwereI

willbesleeping.Sesoftbed.imntakabawo.Here's

thebathroom.Lookatthebathtubfor2.Allthanks

totheloveofmylife.Thefatherofmychildren.My

husbandIlovethismanguyshismyeverything.I

wonderwhatsthemotivebehindthisvacation.I

loveyoubaby."ShewasliveatInstagram.Going

aroundtheroom.Shehadsomanyviewsasalways.

Ikissedher.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Isaidsmilingather.

Shestoppedbeingliveandloggedout.Shecameto

meandkissedme.

Me:"firstsexsessioninthecityoflove."She

smirked.



Wehadsexthewholenight.ThethingIloveabout

herpregnancy.Herappetiteforsex.

Thefollowingdaywewentshopping.Shetookme

fromshoptoshopitwaslikesheisnotpregnant.

Woman.ButIenjoyedeverysecondofit.

Lateronthatdaywewenttothehotelandslept.At

10pmwewokeuptookabath,lotionedandwore

ourmatchingclothes.

I'mtakinghertotheEiffeltower.Sheissoexcited.

AndI'mgoingtoproposeatmidnightonher

birthday.

Her:"babymakeitfastIwanttogoalready."Itwas

15minutesto11pm.TheEiffeltowerisbeautifulat

nightthat'swhyI'mproposingatmidnight.



Me:"alldonelet'sgo."Itwasa15minutedrivefrom

thehoteltotheEiffeltower.

Wegotthereandhadatourtherewasalsoa

cameraman.ItoldAyatoleaveherphoneandshe

did.Itwas1minuteto12.Wewerestandingthere

havingnonalcoholicbeverages.

Iwasbecomingsweaty.Shewaslookingatthe

EiffeltowerandIwanton1kneeasthetime

stricked12.

Her:"babycanyo..."ShesaidlookingatmeandI

hadthe18ktrosegoldengagementringinmyhand.

Shewascrying.

Me:"Ican'timaginegrowingoldwithanyoneelse,

nordoIwantto.Iknowyou'retheonlyoneIwantto

sharetherestofmylifewith.Thestoryofourlove

isonlybeginning.Let'swriteourownhappyending.



Therearemanywaystobehappyinthislife,butall

Ireallyneedisyou.

WhenIlookintoyoureyes,Icanseeareflectionof

thetwoofusandthelifeIhopewe'llsharetogether.

Iknowmylifewillneverbecompletewithoutyou

besidemetoshareit.WhenIlookintomyheart,I

seeonlyyou.Ipromiseyou,noonewillworkharder

tomakeyouhappyorcherishyoumorethanme.

WhenIthinkaboutyou,Iknowthatnooneelsewill

everholdmyheartthewayyoudo.Canplease

makemethehappiestmanaliveandmarryme."

ShewascryingandIwasalsocrying.Thecamera

manwasrecordingeverything.

Her:"yes,yesIwillmarryyou."Itookoftheoldring

andslippedinthenewone.

Me:"andhappybirthdaybytheway."

Her:"bestbirthdayever."Shesaidkissingme.



Us:"Iloveyou.AndIwillalwaysloveyou."Wesaid

throughthekiss.

.

.

.
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DidItellyou'llthatIhavethebesthusband/fiance.

INeverreallyexpectedhimtodosuchathing.I

thoughtwewerejustgoingtogetmarried.

Buthethoughtotherwise.Hewantedtoproposeto

mefirstsinceheneverdidatfirst.

Heisthebest.Ineverthoughthehaditinhim.It

wasthebestbirthdayever.Everyonewaswishing

meahappybirthday.

Wewentbackhomeonthe30th.

Thedaybeforehisbirthday.Iwilldosomethingfor

him.It'shisbirthday.Iwakeupandheisstill

sleeping.



Idomydailyroutine.WoremyLenaAnkarainfinity

dress.Idon'twearjeansanymoreI'msobig.

IworemypushsfromGucci.Icompmyfade.Well

I'maweaveandshorthairperson.

Ihavealotofworktodotoday.Aweavewill

suffocateme.Icompedmyhairandroughenitup

withthetennisracket.

Iapplymyredlipstick.Woremydiamondearrings

andmynecklace.Remembertheonesiyaonce

boughtme?

Yeahistillwearithealsowearshisbracelet.Idon't

thinkIwilleverstopwearingit.Itremindsmeofthe

dayswefirstmet.

Ipreferthatnecklacethanthediamondring.That



necklaceisaspecialsymbolofourlove.

Iworemywatch.Tookmybagwithmywalletand

carkeys.Ikissedmybabybeforegettingout.

Idrovetorestaurant.Werethesurprisepartywill

takeplace.

That'swhyIhavebeenjumpythesepastfewdays.

Ririwassendingpeople'saroundtodothe

decorations.IfIcansaythepartywillbegreat.The

decorateisgreatifIcansayso.

Me:"awusebusychomiie(yourbusyfriend)"

Riri:"I'mdoingthefinishingtouchesmzl."Inodded.



Iwalkedtothekitchenandtherestofourfriends

werethere.Wellweallnowwhowascookingforthe

party.

Me:"ngenigirlesukeParis(thegirlthatcomesback

fromParisishere.)"Thegirlsscreamedandcame

tohugme.Ilaughed.Iwenttohugthegents.

TT:"Ihopeyoudidn'ttellSiyaaboutthis."

Me:"Ididn't.Ididn'twishhimahappybirthday.Ileft

thehousewithhimstillasleep."

Them:"good."

Me:"nyoko."Welaughed

Cage:"everythingisset.Thealcoholishereenough



foreveryone.Aya'snonalcoholicbeveragesare

here.WejustneedtheMainperson."Inodded.

Me:"who'sgoingtocallhim."Theylookedatme.

Me:"butIplannedeverything.Ican'tbetheone

callinghim."

Them:"whohasadiamondringonherfingerfrom

Silencer."

Me:"ngunyoko."Theylaughed.

.

.

.

.
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Iwokeupandthebedwascold.Iopenedmyeyes

andmywife/fiancewasn'tnexttome.

Iwonderweresheis.Shehasbeenjumpythese

daysmaybeshehasanewboyfriend.

Whoknows.Iswearifshedoes.Iwillkillthatsonof

abitch.AndseewhatIwilldowithmywife.

I'mapersonwhoyoucan'tplaywithanymore.I

reachoutformyphoneandrealizethatit'smy

birthday.

Wow.Justwow.Iyakhulidyani.ButIfrownassoon

asIfindoutthatnobodywishedmeahappy

birthday.

Notevenmywife.Thisistheworstdayever.Iwoke

tooka5minuteshower.



Lotionedthanworemysweatpants.Iwastopless.I

lookedatmytattoo.

Onmyarmthatiswritten'reasonstolivegive

reasonstodie'.Ihavetogobacktheretohavemy

Wife'snameandchildren'snames.

Iknowthewifepartifcrazy.Whatifsheleavesme?.

WellIdon'tcareaslongasIhadthechanceto

experience.

TheloveIgotfromher.Idon'thaveaproblem.I'm

stilldoingthetattoo.

Iwalkeddownstairs.Shedidn'tevenmakeme

breakfast.I'mgoingtofindthatboyfriendofhers

andkillhiminfrontofher.



Womansometimes.Imadeeggsandbaconfor

myself.Iwenttotheloungeandwatchedhighlights.

DrinkingRemyMartinandeating.

IplacedtheplateonthecoffeetableonceIwas

done.Andcontinueddrinkingmywhiskey.

Lateronaround6Iwasstillsittingatthelounge

playingFIFAbasicallycreatingaplayerformyself.

Ayamthandaistestingmenow.WhenIwasabout

tocallher.Igotacallfromthebusinessphone.

Thehotelmanagerwascallingme.

Me:"Thabo."

Him:"eveningsir.Icalledtoinformyouthatthe



pipesatthehotelhasBurst.Yourbossladydoesn't

knowwhattodoshesaidIshouldinformyou."

Me:"whydon'tyoucalltheplumbermen."Iwasn'tin

themood.Thisistheworstdayever.

Him:"wedidbutcouldn'tgetaholdofthemplease

comesir."Isighed

Me:"I'Monmyway."Idisconnectedthecalland

joggedupstairs.

Iworemyblackvest.Joggeddownstairs.Tookmy

carkeys,phone'sandwallet.

Idrovetothehotelandmywifewaswaitingforme

sexyaseverwithherbigtummy.



IwishIcouldfeastonherrightnow.ButIhavea

businesstotakecareof.Shewaspacingupand

down.

Igottoher.

Her:"goodthingyourhereIalmostthoughtyou

werenotcoming.Come."Shepulledme.

Notevenakiss.Notevenahowareyou.Sheis

differentlycheating.AndI'mgoingtofindthat

bastardwhothinkshecantakemypregnantwife.

Shepulledmeandtheplacewasdark.

Me:"didn'tyoupayfortheelectricitybill."

Her:"itmusthaveslippedmymind."



Me:"yooh.Everythingseemstohaveslippedyour

mindthesedays."

Shecontinuedpulling.Thanwestoodstill.

Me:"haimarnnton'gkusamafunuyolalaumna

(whyarewestandingIwanttosleep.)"Shejust

wentquiet.

Me:"ndadikwakemna....(I'mgettingirritat..)"

:"Surprise"thelightswenton.

Everyonewasstandingthere.Thepeoplethatwork

forme.MyfamilyandfriendseveryoneIknow.My

motheralso.



Ilookedatmywomanwhowassmiling.Ihugged

herandkissedher.

Crowd:"asoze(never)"welaughed.theysangHappy

birthdayforme.

Iwastakentositatthefrontatachairforking's.As

crustyasIwas

Speechesweremade.AndIgotpresents.Mywife

boughtme5differentkindsofcuffsthatarewritten

SP,setofwatchesfromParisandcologne.

Mywifeisverysneaky.ShedeservesanOscar.

Mymoodwentfrom0.00-100.thedaywentonandI

wasenjoyingmyday.Iwassittingwithmywifeand

mybro's.



Me:"thankyouforthesurprisepartyguys."

Everyonewasenjoyingthemselvesdrinkingandall.

Them:"itwasyourfiance'sideaallthankstoher."I

lookedatmypregnantwife.

Me:"thankyoubaby."Isaidkissingher.

Her:"Iwilldoanythingtoseeyousmilemylove."We

kissed.

Theother:"ngunyoko."

Welaughed.

.
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Itwasliteveryonewasgettingwastedexpectmeof

course.Icouldn'tcareless.

Siya:"thisisthebestpartyeverbabyyoushoulddo

thiseveryeveryyear."

Them:"yessheshould."



Me:"definitelywillguys."

Mxolisi:"ngowphikengokumtuwamkwababay2?

(WhoamIdatingbetweenthesetwo)"hesaid

pointingatmeandAyabonga.

Iwaslostkengoku.Thealcoholwastalkingnow.

Ayabonga:"njaniungamazimfaziwakho(howcan

younotnowyourwife)"

Us:"mfazi(wife)"theywerealldrunk.

Kuzophuminyanizondwangoku(thetruthwillget

revealednow.)IhavebeensuspiciousofthembutI

neverpaidattention.Whataperfecttimetoask

themthetruth.



AyabongaandMxolisi:"wearemarried."Theysaid

laughing.

MxolisishowedushisringandAyabongatookout

theringhanginginthenecklaceshealwayswears.

Weallgasped.

Us:"nakwazufihlashambutcongratulations(you

canhidthingsbutcongratulations)"

Iwillaskwheneveryoneissober.Iknowthatthey

willbeshocked.It'sjustthealcoholtalkingnow.

Lateronweallwenttothepenthouseupstairs.It

has9bedrooms.

MeandmyhusbandchosetheMainbedroomof



course.Everyoneelsechosetheirrooms.

Iwokebeforeeveryoneelseandwenttokitchen.I

preparedstrongcoffeeforeveryonemadea

farmhousebreakfast.

Setthetable.Itookabigspoonandapot.Iwillnot

getboredumna.

Ipassedbyeveryroom.Hittingthethepotwiththe

spoonshouting.

Me:"Vukani,Vukani(wakeup,wakeup)"Iheard

themallgroaning.

Them:"kayoride.ipipiAyayekungxolaapha(go

rideadickAyaandstopmakinganoise)"I

continueddoingwhatIwasdoing.



Them:"fineweareup"Ilaughed.Andwalkedback

tothedinningroom.Iwenttothekitchenandmade

5noodlesformyself.

After30minutestheyallcameoutandsatonthe

table.

Them:"Ineedstrongcoffee."

Me:"there'scoffee"

Them:"yousuchadarling."Theydranktheircoffee

whileeating.Wewerehavingfunasalways

discussingtheparty.

Siya:"pleasetakemebacktoyesterday."

Us:"bro"



SnakesandZimi:"cansomeonetakethehandsof

timeback."

Us:"ndakbethaloveconnection"welaughed.

Cage:"Ririawudikwakukabamatye?(Riridon'tyou

gettiredofkickingstones)"welaughed.

Riri:"IknowI'mnottheonlyone."Hesaidsinging

andlookingatAyabongaandMxolisi.Laughed

Cage:"Iforgotaboutthesetwo.Ithoughttheywere

dating."ThanIrememberedaboutyesterday

Me:"heeusathitheyaredatingtheyaremarried

bhabha(youstillsaytheyaredatingtheyare

married)"theyalllookedatmeshockedand

AyabongaandMxolisiweretheshockest.Ifthat'sa



word.

Them:"what??"

Me:"yekaniutywalaguysithanikuMambermaka

nyusisandlasakheAyabongaakhuphenecklace

yakhe.Tywalasoyintangayenunikuphakwanto

(leavealcoholguys.SaytoMamberthathemustlift

hishandupandAyabongamusttakeofher

necklace.Alcoholisnotforyou.You'lltalkedabout

everything.)"Isaidclickingmyhands.

Theirmouthswerehanging.AyabongaandMxolisi

werelookingdown.

Ilaughedandstooduptogoandmakemyself

greentea.

Riri:"tellismeit'snottrue."Theygavethem



questioningfaces

Me:"sanundenzixoliguysxelaninyani(don'tmake

mealiarguys.Tellthemthetruth.)"Iwaslaughing

allthistime.

Theguys:"hainileponi"

Mxolisi:"finewearemarriedguysstopmakingita

bigdeal."Weallgasped.

Zimi,AyolaandLeJoy:"haiinenenakwazufihla(no,

trulyyoucanhide)"

Me:"whyareyouallshockedwhenyou'llwerelike

congratulations."Isaidlaughing

Siya:"I'mneverdrinkingagain."



Theothers:"metoo."

Ayabonga:"especiallyme."Welaughed.

Me:"butwhydidyouhiditguys."

Them:"Vusumzi."Weallnodded.

Us:"butcongratulationsguys."Wesaidhugging

them.

Them:"thankyou"theysaidsmiling.

TT:"haiyimfihleloyobommtakabawo(it'sasecret

forlife)"weburstintolaugher.Wewereevencrying.



Us:"ithininalento.Leyoyimfihleloyobom(what

doesthisthingsay.It'sasecretforlife.)"We

laughedmore.Iwasevenonthefloor.

Thando:"mxmnadikanina(youguysareannoying)"

welaughed.

Us:"semncincikengoku(yousmall)"shefrowned

andwelaughed.

Tailor:"ngunyokokowamumtu(notatmyperson)"

welaughedandtheykissed.

Me:"haihaihaingumtanaloTailor,mzlsukaapho

zokuginya(no,no,nothisisachildtailor,cuzhe

willswallowyou)"theylaughed.

Snakes:"tch."Welaughed.Thandohidherfaceon

tailorschest.



Tailor:"nimenzashyguysoohmtuwam(youmaking

hershy.)"Hesaidkissingherforehead.

Us:"ncoo."

LeJoy:"thathitipsbaby(taketipsbaby.)"We

laughed.

TT:"masiyebed.inimylove(let'sgotothebed)"

Us:"kunyakwenu(youareshittingwithus)"we

laughed.

Weenjoyedtherestofthedaytogether.ImustsayI

enjoyedmyday.Thereisneveradulldaywithmy

friends.

.



.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

ItisnowmidAugustmeaningI'm8months

pregnant.

OnlyonemonthleftbeforeIpopthebabiesout.I

stillhaven'tchosentosavemylifeormybabies



Thataloneisstressingme.Siyahasbeenavoiding

thetopiceversince.

AndIwon'tpressurehiminanything.Istillcan't

believeI'msupposetochoosebetweenmyselfand

mychildren.

That'sbull.Totallybull.Butwecanneverchange

ourFates.Ihavebondedwithmykidsandnowthat

wehavetochooseithurtssobad.

Ijustwishthingsdon'tgothatway.Ijustwishall

the3ofuscanleaveforever.

EspeciallySiyahewon'tbeabletoleavewithme

neitherdoeshewanttoloosehiskids.Hehasbeen

bondingwiththem.



Itooka6monthsleave.Siyamademetakethe

leave.

Hewaslike'younotgoingtoworkwhatifyougive

birththereneitherareyougoingoutifyouneed

somethingcallme.Ialsohiredmaidtohelparound

thehouse.'

ButIgetwhereheiscomingfrom.I'mhuggerthan

awhale.

Iwokesinceihadcrumps.Igotupwithmyswollen

feet.Itwashardtogettothebathroom.

Igotthereandsatonthetoiletsit.Iurineforalong

time.OneofthethingsIhate.

Iranawarmbathformyself.Igotinandrelaxed.I

wastenseaboutthisday.Meaningthatsomething



isgoingtohappen.

Ialwaysgettensewhensomethingbadisgoingto

happen.

ThedoorflewopenandSiyagotin.Hewasn'tin

bedwhenIwokeup.

Siya:"heyyouwokeuplate."

Me:"Ididn'tevencheckthetime.What'sthetime?"

Siya:"fatigueispartofthepregnancyremember.

Andit's3pmnow.Iwasworriedaboutyou."He

cametokissmeforalongtime.

Me:"I'mfinemylove.I'mstrongasanox

remember."Welaughed.



Him:"yesyouare.MakeitquickImadelasagnafor

you."

Me:"Iwascravingforthatjustyesterday."

Him:"comedownandeatthan."Inodded.He

helpedmetogetoutofthebathtub.

Hewalkedout.Ilotionedandworemyunderwear

exceptformybra.Iwrappedatowelaroundmy

bodysinceIwasfeelinghot.

Iwalkeddownstairswiththehelpoftherailings.I

gotdownandwenttositatthelounge.

Siyawasthere.



Me:"Christina!!"That'smymaid

Siya:"sunxolaklkbabyndimamele(don'tmakea

noisebabyI'mlistening)"hesaidfocusedonthetv

watchingsoccer.

Me:"hehake."

Him:"ndibejileklkapha(Imadeabet)"Ishookmy

head.Christinacame.

Her:"sis'Aya."

Me:"canyoupleasebringmemylasagnaandacup

ofgreenteaplease"shenoddedandwalkedtothe

kitchen.

Me:"whoyoudidbetwith."



Him:"Cage.100k100k."

Me:"youlovemoney."

Him:"notmorethanyouofcourse."Igiggled.

Christinacamewithmyfood.

Me:"thankyousweetie."Shenoddedandwenttodo

herwork.

Iplacedmyfoodontopofmystomachandstarted

eating.

Siya:"ngunyoko.AndinamaliumnaMandicimekwa

phoneleyo(Idon'thavemoneylemmeswitchofmy

phone)"Ilaughedcausehelost.Healsoswitched



offhisphone.

MyphoneranganditwasCage.

Me:"nankuephone.aaphaKum(heiscallingme.)"I

saidlaughing.

Siya:"fakalophonekuflightmodebaby(switch

yourcellphonetoflightmode)"ilaughedanddid

whathesaidImustdo.

Me:"uzayfunau'Cagemaliyakheqa(cagewillwant

hismoney)"welaughed

Siya:"monthend.Ornextweeknge20."Ishookmy

head.Ifeltasharppaininmyabdomen.

Me:"ahhhh"hequicklyjumpedtome.



Siya:"what'swrongbabe?"Heaskedpanicking.

Me:"myabdomenissorecalltheambulance."He

reachedoutforhisbusinessphoneandcalledthe

ambulance.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Vusumzi

Thisisthe8thifnot9thmonthmeaningthatAya

willgivebirthanytime.

Ihaveboysguardingtheirhouseandtheytoldme

theysawanAmbulanceapproaching.



Thatmeansthatit'stimetoworkoutmyplan.Isaid

totheboystheymuststopit.

Idrivequicklytowheretheysaytheyare.

Paramedics:"wedon'thavemoney.Pleasedon'tkill

us."Ilaughed.

Me:"Idon'twantmoney.AllIneedyoutodoistell

thecouplethatyouaregoingtonowthattheyhave

tochoosebetweenthebabiesorthemother.Ifthey

choosethebabiesmakesurethatthemothergets

killed.Iftheychoosethewifekillthechildren.Idon't

wantanymistakes.Ifyoudon'tdoasIsay.

Ncncncncyourliveswillbealeavinghell.Iwill

hauntyouandmakesureyouhaveaslowpainful

death.DoasIsayandnothingwillhappen.Youwill

gethalfamillioneachonesthejobisdone."They

noddedwithfear."Nowbringyourselvestogether



anddoasIsay"theynodded.

Iwalkedbacktomycarbutfirstplacedsomething

inthewheels.

Ismilebeforegoingaway.

.

.

.

.

.

Siyamthanda

Theparamedicsgotinwithastretcher.Ayawas

lyingonthecouchscreaming.

Iplacedawarmclothonherfaceandswitchedon

thefanforher.Shewassweating.



Theparamedicsdidtheirthings.

¹ofthem:"sheisabouttogivebirth.Butonly1can

survive.It'seitherthetwinsorthemother.Youhave

tochoosesir."MywifewascryingsowasI.Never

thoughtthisdaywouldcome.

Me:"howcanIchoosebetweenmywifeandkids?"

Him:"youhavetosiroryouwillloosethethreeof

them."Iburiedmyfaceinhandswhilepacingup

anddown.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda.

Iwasstilllyingtherehelpless.Thewordsofthe

paramedicskeptringinginmyhead.

Me:"choosethe..kidsbaby.Iwillalwaysbewith...

Youspiritualtoguideyou."Heshookhishead.

Siya:"noI'mnotloosinganyonetrustmeI'mnot,

that'sapromise."

Me:"butbaby....youcan't.....youhavetomake....a

decisionjustchoosethem."



Siya:"AyamthandaIsaidI'mnotloosinganyone."he

wasloosinghistempernow.

Paramedic:"butsi...."

Siya:"stoptalkingbullhere.IsaidI'mnotloosing

anyoneyouwillsee."Hesnapped.

Me:"babywerunn....ingoutoftimemywa...terwill

breakanytimefromnow.Please...choosethem.

Andpleasetakecareofmychildren.AndDon't

forgetthatIloveyouoka....y.AndIwillalwaysbea

partof.....thefamilyitmightnotbephysically

present.....butIwillbespiritual.Pleasechoose

them."Isaidcrying

Siya:"iloveyoutoobabybutpleasehanginthere

I'mnotloosinganyonethat'sapromise."Ijust

sobbedloudlythroughpain.



Siya:"pleasetakehertothehospital."Theynodded.

Theyplacedmeonthestretcher.

Justthanmywaterbroke.

Me:"aaah"

Them:"wehavetotakehertothehospitalfast."

Theyliterallyranwithmetotheambulance.

Siya:"I'Mcomingforyoumylovehanginthere."He

wasgoingtousehiscar.

WedroveofwiththeAmbulancefastasexpected.

NextIfeelthecargetupabit.Morelikeajumpthan

Iseeflamesthan'boom'theambulancebombed.

Me:"Siya!!!"



.

.

.

.

.

.

Siyamthanda

Iwasdrivingwiththeambulanceinfront.Nextthing

itbombs.

Me:"Aya!!!!!"Istoppedthecarandrantotheflaming

ambulance.Iwillnotloosemywifeandkidsnever.

Shewilldiewhenshehasgreyhairandhasseen

hergrandchildren.Nottodaynotever.Ican'tloose

mywife

IgotthereandopenedthebackDoor.NotcaringifI



getburntornot.

Ayawasunconsciouslysleepingtherehelplessly.I

tookherreallyquickandwenttomycar.

Shewasstillinmyarms.Butshehadblackmarks

onherwhitesoftskin.Shealsohadbruises.

ThedrivetothehospitalislongwhenIgotthere.I

pickedherupwithoutevencheckingitthehand

brakeisdown.

Thenursesapproachedmewithawheelchair.They

tookherandIsatatthewaitingareaaftergivingin

herinformationtocreateanewfile.

Iwakedoutsidetocheckonthecar.IlockeditI

walkedbackin.Iinformedeveryoneaboutwhat

happened.



Ihaveneverbeensoweakeverinmylife.Ijust

hopethatmyWifewillliveandcan'tlivewithouther.

Sheismysoul,otherhalf,myeverything.Without

herI'mnothing.Ijustneedhertowakeupfromthat

bed.

Iwon'tbeabletolivewithouther.Shehastowake

up.Isaidcryingburyingmyfaceinmyhands.

Whoeverbombedthatambulance.Hesurelyhasa

pricetopay.

Noonemesseswithmylifeandlivestotellthetale.

Imeannoone.NOONE.

Justthanmyfriendscameinrunning.Theycameto

me.



Ayabonga:"whereismysisterwhathappenedtoher

?"Shesaidshakingthedeadme.Theywereall

crying.

Tailor:"whathappenedman."Itookadeepbreath.

Me:"shewasinLabourtheparamedicscame.They

toldusthesamethingthedoctortold..."

Them:"whichiswhat."

Me:"thatIhad...Ihadtochoosebetweenthetwins

andAyaonlyonewilllive."Theygasped"theysaidI

mustchooseandAyasaidImustchoosethetwins.

ItoldherIwon'tlooseanyone.Isaidtothe

paramedicstotakehertohospital.Asthe

ambulancewasdrivingfastitbombed."



Them:"what?"Inoddedwithtearsinmyeyes.They

alsocriedmore.

Thegirls:"yooooh"theysaidsobbingintheirman's

arms.

Ayabongaevenfainted.Wegasped.Herhusband

tookherandrantothenurses.Thenursestookher

withhimfollowingbehind.

.

.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

Iwasstillpacingupanddowninthecorridorofthe

hospitalinthewaitingroom.

Nodoctornornursehascameout.Justthatmore

doctorswentin.

Lethabo:"I'mgoinginthere.Ican'tloosemybest

friend."Shesaidcrying.

ShethangaveTTthethingsshewasholdingand

ran.

TT:"babyyouknowtheywon'tallowyouinthere.

Theywillsayyouaretoemotionalforthiscase."

Lethabo:"youneverknowunlessyoutry"shesaid



yellingfromthefarendattheCorner.

Afterafewsecondsshecamewearingthe

operationclothes.

Me:"pleasemakesureshecomesoutalive."She

noddedbeforegoingin.

Ayola:"Lemmegobuysomethingtoeat.Doguys

perhapswantsomething?"Weshookourheads.

Cage:"let'sgoit'snotsafeouthere."Theywent

away.

Zimi:"Siyapleasecallwhenyouhaveheardwhat

happened.WejustwanttocheckuponAyabonga

andMxolisi."Inodded.ShewentawaywithSnakes

andRiri.



After30minutesorsoAyolaandCagecameback

justthanLethabocameout.Weallstoodup.

TT:"whatHappened?isshefine?"

Lethabo:"sorrytosaythisbutshelostthebabies.

Thebombaffectedherbrainshewasbleeding

inside..."

Iswearmyheartwenttostomachandstopped

beating.Iheldmychestwithonehandandthe

otherwasonmyknees.Iwascrying.Ifeltmy

oxygenleavingmylungs.

Me:"what?"Thatcameoutasawhisper.

Lethabo:"wemanagedtostopthebleeding.Westill

don'tknowifshewillgetabraindamageornot.We

willhavetowaituntilsheisawake.Shealsobroke



afewribs.SheisinICUnow."Inoddedvirgously

Thando:"canweseeher?"

Lethabo:"onlyonepersonatatime.Thenursesare

stillcleaningherup.Iwillaskoneofthemtocome

andfetchyouwhenwearedone."Weallnodded.

Shewentinagain.TTpulledmeinhisembrace.I

sobbed.

TT:"gqinandoda(bestrongman)Ayaisafighter

shewillbefine."

Me:"Ilostmykids.Andshealmostdiedbra."

TailorandCagecametojointhehugwhilethegirls

wherecryingoutloud.



Tailor:"TTisrightmanAyaisafightershewillwake

upfromthis."Inodded.

Cage:"bestrongmanforher.Shewillneedyou

whenshewakesup."Inodded

-weeklater-

Ayahasn'twokenup.Thateatsmeeveryday.She

isoutofICUnow.

Justthatshehasn'twokenup.Ican'tlivewithout

her.Itisthehardestthingever.

Ijusthopethatshedoesn'tgetabraindamage

whenshewakesup.I'mnotreadyforthatshit.

Itcutsdeepinside.Leavingyourheartbroken.ButI



havetobestrongforChumani.

Ijustgavehimhisfood.Hesaidhewilleatonhis

own.wewillbegoingtothehospital.

Chumani:"tatam(myfather)"Ismiled.Ilikeitwhen

hecallsme'tatam'

Me:"Owam?"

Chumani:"soyamamamngok(arewegoingtomy

mothernow?)"

Me:"eweityasibenohamba(yeseatsothatwecan

go)"

Chumani:"okaytatam"



Chumani:"uzovukaNini.Ndamkhumbulaumna

(whenisshewakingup?Imissher)"hesaid

frowning.

Me:"namhlanjebabysuqumbaklk(today,Don'tbe

sad)"hesmiledandcontinuedeatingMakinga

mess.

Chumani:"qibile(I'mdone)"Itookhim.

Me:"Christinapleasecomeandcleanupthemess

Chumanicreatedwearegoingtothehospital."I

yelled.

Her:"Yessir"wewentout.

Me:"whichcarboy?"



Chumani:"odi-audi-"Ilaughed.

AndwenttomyAudiRs3.Iplacedhimonthesit.

Fakisafetybelt.Ijoggedtomyside.

Connectmyphonetotheradio.Iplayedisgubhu

sinceitishisfavorite.

Hewasjumpingupanddownonthesitenjoying

thesong.Iwaslaughing.

WhenIwastoparkatthehospitalmyphonerang.I

parkedandansweredthecall.

Me:"SiyamthandaPlaatjieshello."

:"MorningsirwecalledtotellyouthatAyamthanda

Plaatjieshaswokenup."



Me:"okaythankyou."Idisconnectedthecall.

Me:"masambenyokovukilekwedini(let'sgoyour

motherisawake)"heclappedhishands.

Him:"mom,mom."

Me:"zobayiMoffiev'tsek(youwillbegay)"Ilaughed.

Andhegiggled

Wewalkedinandwenttoherward.

Me:"baby."IsaidasoonasIsawher.Tearscame

outofhereyes.

Her:"welostthemtatabo."Ilookeddownandatear

cameoutofmyeye.



Iwenttoher.PlacedChumanionthebedand

huggedher.

Me:"everythingisgonebealright."Wesobbed.

Chumanijoinedthehug.

Chumani:"sankhalamamam(don'tcrymymother)"

welookedhim.Wewipedourtears.

Aya:"asikhalibaby."

Hewipedhismotherstears.Andhuggedher.What

abeautifulviewtowatch.Myheartwasatease.

Me:"everythingisgoingtobeokayalright?"She

nodded.



Aya:"whenamIgettingoutofhere."

:"Tommorow"saidLethabogettingin.Shewas

wearingherworkuniform.

Aya:"great.Ihatehospitals."Welaughed.

Lethabo:"youwillhavetoattendtherapysessions."

Aya:"Iwillbefine."Lethabolookedatme.

Me:"Iwillmakesureshedoes."

Aya:"butI'mfine."

Lethabo:"youstillhavetothoughwhatyouwent

throughisn'tachildsplay.Youmightgetbrain

damage.Itwillbegreatwhenyoutalkaboutit.



Therapywillhealyou.Pleasefriend."Ayasighed

beforenodding.

Me:"Iwilldothebookings."Theynodded.

Lethabo:"oryoucanbothattendthesessions."

MeandAya:"that'sfinebyus."

Chumani:"Nam(metoo)"welaughed.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

It'shardtogetsomesleepatnightasIalwayshave

fleshbacksofwhathappens.

SiyasaysIshouldattendtherapysessions.ButI

alwaysrunawayfromthattopic.

Iwon'tattendthem.Iwillhealonmyown.These

fleshbacksaremessingupwithmybrain.

ButIwon'tattendtherapysessionsthosepeople

shrinkyourmind.Idon'tlikethatonebit.



Istillcan'tbelievethatIlostmychildren.It'slike

theirarestillalive.Cryingoutthereformetocome

tothem.

SomethingdeepinsidesaystheyarealivebutI

alwaysbrushawaythatfeeling.

Butit'shardtobrushitof.It'sactuallyhardtodo

anythingthesedays.

I'mbetweenarockandahardplace.Ican'tevendo

mywifeduties.WorsepartIgaveChristinaenough

moneytolastherfor3monthsandfiredher.

I'mnotpregnantanymoreafterall.

Ijustplacedsoftporridgeonthestove.Myhead

waspainful.OneofthethingsIalwaysget.And

theyarefuckenpainful.



Iplacedmyhandsonthehotpotinfrontofmefor

balance.Iclosedmyeyestodigestthepainin.Igot

fleshbacksoftheaccident.

Iheardthebombsounds.IwasscreamingasIsaw

myselfthere.Someonetapedmyshoulder

vigorouslyandcallingoutmyname.

Ijustlostitandpurredtheporridgeontheperson.I

openedmyeyesonlytoseeSiya.Itwasalloverhis

barechest.

Iheldmymouthandquicklytookacloth.Iwentto

wipeashewasflinchinginpain.

Me:"sorrybaby.Iwasatotalmistake"Isaidcrying

andwipinghim.



Him:"hlllllllaahhh"hesaidclosinghiseyesbiting

hischeeksintheinside.

Me:"I'msosorry."Hejustnodded.

Iwasstillwipinghim.Igotdone.Iwenttothedeep

freezer.Itookoutthemixedvegetablepackage.I

placeditonhischest.

Hischestwasredluckyitdidn'tmakeanydamages.

WhenIsawthathischesthasturnedintohisdark

chocolatecolourItookthecoldpackageaway.

Me:"I'msorryIjustgotfrightenedmymindisall

overtheplace."

Siya:"it'sokaybabyanywayIcameheretoinform

yousomethingaboutyourepisodes."Inodded

hopinghedoesn'ttalkaboutatherapist.



Him:"wellIbookedyouinatherapyrehabcenterfor

5-6months.BabypleasegetwhereI'mcomingfrom.

Youwillenduploosingyourmind.Pleasegothere.

IknowtheywillhelpyoudoitformeandChumani

andalsoforyourhealthssake."Inoddedvigorously.

Me:"Iwillgo."Henoddedbeforewipingmytears

andkissingmyeyes.

Him:"IwillvisityoutwiceaweekwithChumani.I

canonlygotheretwicetoseeyou."

Me:"Iunderstand"henodded.Wekissedforavery

longtime.

Me:"lemmegopackmybags."

Him:"Iwillbedrivingyouthereintheeveningthen."



Wekissedforthelasttime.

Iwentupstairs.Itookmysuitcaseandstarted

packing.Notmyexpensiveclothes.

Ialsopackedmypills.Iwascryingallthistime.

Lateronmyhusbandtookmetothetherapycenter.

Itwasn'tasbadasIthoughtitlookedlike.I'mgoing

tohavevacation.

Italsohasabeautifulpooloutside.Itisclean.

HygienicallycleanifIcansay.

Wecheckedin.Iwasgivenmyroomkeys.

Siya:"Iloveyouokay."



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"wekissed.

Siya:"Iwillbewaitingforyoutoheal.Iknowitwill

behardbutpleasedoitformeandChumanibut

mostlyyourself.Iwillbewaitingpleaseheal.Ilove

yousomuchandIwillalwaysloveyou"Inodded.

Hepeckedmyforeheadandkissedmylips.

Me:"Iwillheal.Iloveyoutoo."Wekissedforalong

timethistime.AndIwastakentomyroombya

nurse.

Her:"thiswillbeyourroomuntilyouheal."Inodded

beforegetting.Iclosedthedoor.

Icriedwhileslippingdownatthedoor.Afteran

houror2ofcryingIstoodupandobservedthe

room.



Therewassinglebeditlookedfine.Aslidingdoor

thathadaperfectview.Anaircon.Alsoasmall

desk.Andabuild-inwardrobe.Theroomlooksfine

tome.

IjusthopeIwillbeabletoheal.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Ithasbeen2monthssinceIhavebeeninthis

therapycenter.ItakeitlikeI'minaminivacation.

Inthisplacethere'speaceandIhavebeenenjoying

myself.I'mhealingeachandeveryday.

Thetherapysessionsaregreat.Itwashardforme

toopenupatfirst.ButImanagedtoopenupabout

everything.

Ithoughtthatitwasabadplacebutneeitis

actuallyagreatplaceithelpsyoutohealand

forgive.

I'mnotsayingthatIhavecompletelyhealedbutI'm

gettingthere.I'mtakingthepainlikeawoman.



IhavebeengettingvisitfrommychildandSiya

twiceaweek.Oneofthethingsthatpushesmeto

healandgetoutofhere.

2ofthepeopleIlivefor.Iknowtheyarenotcopying

withoutme.Butsiyaassuredmeheisableto

manageandhehiredChristinaback.Istillhaveto

getoutthough.

Myfriendsalsocomeheretheyalwaysmakemy

day.

ButIwillnotputpressureonmyself.Itwon'tbe

goodonmyhealthasthetherapistsaysEverytime

wemeetup.

Istoppedgettingnightmaresandjustzoningout.I

stoppedthinkingmuchabouttheaccident.



WorsepartIstillfeelmychildrenspresence.Idon't

rememberclearlywhathappenedbackthenbut

somethingdefinitelyhappened.

AndIwillgettothebottomofitwhenI'mout.Also

oneofthereasonswhyIneedtogetout.

Iwillalsofindwhobombedtheambulanceand

trustme.Thatpersonwillsurelydie.

Theymightaswellconsiderthemselvesasdead.

I'mstillthinkingofwaystokillthatperson.Buti

won'tstressmyselfnow.

I'Minthiscenterforareasonand1ofthemisto

notstresssomuch.Solemmestopstressing

myself.



Iwasbroughtbacktoearthbysomeonemaking

that'hliphlip'soundwithher/histea.

IlookedupanditwasJade.Thiswhiteguymara.

Apparentlyhehadanhorribleupbringing.

Hewasseverelyrapedbyhisaunt.Hewitnessed

hisfatherkillingherbrutally.Andthatletalone

madehimgrewuptraumatized.

Hefuckedmanygirlshardtoapointwheretheylost

theirwombs.Thantheguyheisdatingnow

changedhim.Andsaidhemustcomehereandheal

thantheywillbeabletocontinue.

Hecan'tcontinuehurtingwomanlikethat,likeit's

okay.Andhedecidedtojointherapycenter.

Andthatguycomestoseehimeveryday.Theyare



inlovesham.IfIcansay.

Me:"haingunyokoJade."Everyonelaughed.

Wewerejustchillinghavingtea.Theyarejust

peopletochillwithnothingmuch

Jade:"butI'menjoyingitthisway."Hesaidlaughing.

Gugu:"goandenjoyitsomewhereelseyou're

makinganoise."Weallwentlike'tch'.

Wecontinuedchillinghavingfun.Theyarenotbad

people.

.

.

.
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Siya

2wholemonthsandImissmywifesomuch.It's

likemylifehadbeenputonhold.

It'shardtoadjustthenewlifewithouther.Sheis

alwaysallovermymind.Mykingsizebediscold

withouther.

EverytimeIlistentomusicandourfavoritesongs

'You&IbyJohnLegend','SurethingbyMiguel'and

'intoyoubySydneyRanae'playsIjustthinkabout

ourgreatmomentsandIalwaysshareatear.

Alsohavingthebraceletmakesitmoreharder.That

braceletwillalwaysbedeartome.Ihavebeen

wearingiteversincewestarteddating.



WhengirlsthrowthemselvesonmeIjustlookatit

andandrememberthepersonIsharethislifetime

with.MysoulmateifIcansayso.

Sheismyweakness.Doyou'llknowthatsong'The

WeaknessinmebyKeishaWhite'.Makesmeshare

teareverytimeIlistentoitandwanthersobad.

Ireallysharedbeautifulmomentswithher.It'slikeI

havelosther.ButIdidn't.

OntopofthatIhavetothinkaboutChumani's

wellbeing.

Ican'tneglectourson.HeisalsoMyson.Ayatook

careofhimmostofhislife.It'smyturnnow.

AndI'mkindadoingmyjobgreat.Iwillneverbelike

Ayawhenitcomestoparentingbutherteachings



willalwayswithholdme.

I'msureyouallhavebeenwonderingwhatI'm

doingabouttheAmbulanceissue.

MaybeyouhaveeventhoughtthatIhaveletthings

goandI'm waitingforjudgementday.

Never.IrepeatNEVER.withacapitalN.

SoAftertheDecemberstuntVusumzipulled.I

havebeenwatchinghimlikeahawk.

Myteammateshavebeenreportingtomeevery

singledayonwhathedoes.Ialsoknowabouthis

dealingswiththedoctor.

Icouldseethroughherthatsomethingain'tright.



AlsotheParamedics.IwilldealwiththemafterI

havedealtwiththeirleader.

Iplayedalongtomakehimthinkthathehaswon.I

knewIhadtomakeaplanandImadeaplan.You'll

willknowwhatIdidonceVusumziis8feetunder.

Haihedeservestobe8feetundernot6.6issmall

forhim.HewoketheBeastinmewhenbebombed

thefuckenambulance.

It'sbeensixdaysthatIhavehimlockedup.Beating

himandtorturinghimuptothepulp.

Healwayspleadsmetostop.Butit'slikeheis

sayingthatIshouldcontinue.

Ialwaysdotheworsetohim.Justimaginingthe

traumahehasputmyWifethroughandhermother



andsister.

IalwaysimagineAyabongaandhermotherplead

forhimtostopbuthecontinues.

HemakesmemoreruthlessandIpunishhimfor

thefactthatmywifeisinatherapycenterbecause

ofthethingsshewentthroughallbecauseofhim.

.

.

.
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Siya

TodayisthedayI'mwipinghimoutofthesurface

ofearth.ButIwillfirstgoandvisitAya.

Chumaniisathisgrandmothersplacehavinga

weekendthere.

Irolledoutofbed.Madethebedasmilecripeson

myfaceasIremembertheunnecessaryfightsI

alwayshavewithAyawhenwehavetofixthebed.

Shewouldbelike:"Siyamthandaandiyazinoba

cifanbaunemaidwena.xavukemasgqitshiuthiila

beduyishiyanabanii(SiyamthandaIdon'tknowif

youthinkyouhaveamaidorsomething.Whenyou

wakeuplastwhoareyouleavingthebedfor?)"



AndIwouldbelike:"lemmethink...LastTimeI

checkedIhaveawifewhodoeseverythingforme."

Her:"unyerighttherekengokuyenzalebedsundi

phambanisa(youareshittingrightthere.Makethis

beddon'tmakemeangry.)"ThanIwoulddoas

instructed.Nextthingsheisscreamingin

frustration.

Andbelike:"yeke,yekesukauselessmarn(leaveit

justleaveit.Youareuseless.)"Iwouldlaughand

say

Me:"xandikutyangokuungathindikuzumilekecoz

ncncnc(whenIfuckyoudon'tsayIdidn'twarnyou

becausencncnc.)"Shewouldjustsaymbonya.

Imissmywifeshemusthealngokuyoooh.



Imadethebedandwenttotheensuitetotakea

shower.Igotintheandrememberedtheback

scrabswegiveeachother.

teaseeachotherandenduplaughingatour

stupidity.Westillactlikehighschoollovers.

Igotdonewithmydailyroutine.Iworemyblack

poloneckwith,blackhemispherejeansandmy

formalredbottomsshoes.Roughenmyfadeand

woremyroundsunglassesandmyRolexwatch.

Iwalkeddownstairsmademyselfcereal.Christina

doesn'tcomeonweekends.

Ipouredwaterinmybowl.Itookmyblackleather

jacketandmyhelmetnotforgettingmybikeskeys.

IsmiledthinkingabouttheheistsIdidwithAya.



Mxmsheisthebestgirlyoucaneveraskforrhha.

Iworshipthegroundthatgirlwalksonsheisa

goddessinmyeyes.

WhyamIeventalkingaboutherlikeshegoingdie

bytheway.Maybeit'sjustthatImisshersomuch.

ButworrylessI'mgoingtohernow.

Idrivefastasshealwayswantsmeto.Ifeelher

presence.Herhuggingmetightlylikesheisgoing

tofall.Ilaughthinkingaboutthat.

Igettothecenter.Igotoher.

Me:"pleasedomeafavourandstopmessingwith

myhead.LikeeverythingIdojustremindsofwhat

wealwaysdotogether."Shejustgiggles.Best

soundintheentireuniverse.



Her:"it'snotmyfaultthatI'mmissedplusIhave

goodnews."Ilookatherhopingshewillsayshe

willbeoutsoon.

Me:"I'mallears."

Her:"Iwillbegettingreleasedsoon.Peoplesaythat

oncethetherapistaskswhatarethefirst5things

willyoudointheoutsideworld?ItmeansIwillbe

gettingoutinadayortwo."Yessssssss!!!!.I

punchedtheairinvictory.

Me:"Iwillstarttoprepareafeastforyou.Andwe

arehavingsexthewholeday.Ican'twaittohave

yousleeponmychest."

Her:"can'twaittocuddlewithyou."Wecontinued

talkingplanningwhatwewilldowhensheisout.



Ibidmygoodbyes.IwenttothetattooplaceI

alwaysgoto.IwroteAya'snameonmychestatthe

leftside.

Youknowwhy?Becausemyheartisonmyleftside

ofmychestandthat'swhereshebelongs.INMY

HEART.

Thetattoowassobeautiful.Iwasgoingtowrite

Chumani'snamealsobutnottoday.Ihavehad

muchpainfortheday.

Butitwasn'tthatpainfulsinceIaskedfor6shots

beforedoingthetattoo.

Iwalkedoutsmiling.Mydayisjustblissful.Idrove

tothewarehousereadytokillVusumzi.



Igottotherecommanded1ofmyworkerstobring

mearatfromAlex,metalbucketthatissmallanda

lighter.

After15minuteshecamewiththethings.We

walkedtotheroomwereVusumziwas.

Hewassleeping.

Me:"holathathalempukuuyibekeaphakuye

esfubeniqibakwakouvalengelobucketulight.e

ilighterkuyokengokuizovukalenjekengoku'(take

theratandplaceitonhischest,placethebucketon

topandlightitwiththelighter.Thisdogwillwake

up.)"

Him:"butbosstheratwillbescratchinghim."

Me:"Silencerdoesn'tanswertoanyoneheonly



answerstohiswife.IthoughtyouknewIhate

repeatingmyself"Isaidboldly.

Theydidasinstructed.AsIwasexpectingthisthe

ratwasscratchinghim.Ratsdon'tlikesmallspaces

andtheheattocausingittoscratchfasterand

morepainful.

Thisoldmanwakesupscreaminglikeabitch.

Vusi:"pleasemakeitstop.ThisratisKillingme."

After5minutesofbegging.Isignaltheboystostop.

Theystoppedtooktheratandwalkedout.

Me:"anylastwords."Isaidtakingoutmygun.He

coughedbloodandlaughed.



Him:"Ialwaystoldyourwifethatyournomatchto

me.Remembermyword.IfIdieordisappearmy

boysthatwearstheblueuniformwillbeoutthere

takingyourwifetoprisonforalmostkillingSekani

andKillingeveryoneelseIkilled."Hesaidlaughing.

Ijustgotfrustrated.Itotallyforgotaboutthegun.

Fuck.NowIcan'tkillthisasshole.

Istormedoutpissedoffandangry.Fuckheplayed

meallthistime.Hewasplayingmeinmyown

game.Ican'tbelievethis.

RightwhenIthoughtI'mdonewithhim.Fuck.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Ihavegoodnewsandbadnewsforyouall.

Thegoodnewsfirst.I'mgettingdischargedfrom

thecentermytherapistsaysI'mgoodtofacethe

outsideworld.

I'mthankfulforherhelpshereallydidhelpme.And

I'mgratefulforthat.

Enoughwiththepraisesnow.



WellbadNewsisthatIwon'tbegoinghome.My

fiancedoesn'tevenknowthatI'mgetting

dischargedtoday.

IwillreturnonceIhavemasteredmyplan.Istill

needtofindoutwhoisthemastermindofbombing

oftheambulance.

IforgottotellyouallwhenIwascominghereI

managedtotakemyMacBookpro,gunandafew

stacksofmoney.

Aknockcamethroughmydoor.Iwenttoopen.

Me:"hey"withasmile.

Him:"hello,Ibroughtthedischargepapersforyou

asrequestedsinceyoudidn'twantustoinform



yourhusbandyouwanttosurprisehim."That'sthe

storyImanagedtoocookup.

Inoddedwithasmilewhilesigning.

WhenIwasdoneIwalkedoutofmyroom.Ihave

alreadybookedforanUber.Iwillbelivingatahotel.

Idon'twantanyonetracingmenotevenmy

husband.

Iwanttoaccomplishmymissionbeforegoingback.

NoonemesseswithSilencer'swifeandlivestotell

thetale.

Ihavebecameruthlesslikemyhusband.Igetto

hotelandpaythedriver.Iworeascarfand

sunglasses.



Iwalkedinpullingmysuitcase.Iwenttothe

receptionist.Bookaroomfor3-4days.Shegives

mekeysandIwalkedtotheelevator.

Igotonthe10thfloorandwenttomyroom.Ifirst

tookalongshowersinging'surethingbyMiguel'.

Ilotionedthanwrappedatowelaroundmybody.A

knockcamethrough.thathastobetheroom

service.

Iwenttoopenanditwastheroomservice.Itwasa

welcomemealforme.Itookthefoodandthanked

him.

IatemyfoodlisteningtomusicfrommyMacBook.

WhenIwasdoneIwasstillfamished.

Icalledroomserviceagainforfood.Itcameafter



30minutes.IateandIwasfull.Iwenttothe

balconytorelaxandthink.

Isattherewatchingthesunsetdeepinmyown

thoughts.IwasgettingcoldsinceIwasstill

wearingthetowel.

IwasstillfullsoIwon'teat.Ijustclimbedontopof

mybedandtookmyMacBook.

Isignedin,inNetflix.Iwatchedmyfavoriteseries

MoneyHeist.Ionlywatched5episodes.

IalsowatchedTwilighttillIfeltmyselfdosingoff.I

chargedmyMacBookbeforesleepingpeacefully.

Iwokeupat2pmonthefollowingday.Ihaveslept

sopeacefulandforthelongesthourseverinmylife.



IorderedforFarmhousebreakfastmyfavoriteI

don'tcareevenifit'sintheafternoon.Iwenttotake

abaththatisfilledwithfoambathandsalt.

Irelaxedinthebathforalongtime.Iwasrelaxed

whenIwasdone.

Ilotionedbeforewearingmysweatpantsandmy

maroonvest.AknockcamethroughIwenttoopen

thedooranditwasroomserviceItookmyfoodand

gavehimthedirtyplates.

Iatemyfood.WhenIwasdoneIgotdownto

businessthemainreasonwhyI'mhere.

IlearnedmanyskillswhenIwasatschool.Canyou

imaginethatIwentfromnotlikingC.A.Ttoactually

beingit'sbestfriend.



I'mamasterwithcrackingupthingsnow.Itookmy

MacBookandhackedinthestreetlightsinmy

street.

Theyhavecamerasmocsoyeah.Itgaveme

difficulty'satfirstbutwithabrainlikemineI

managedtohackit.

IsawtheAmbulanceapproachingbutlateron

stopped.IzoominsothatIcanseethepersonin

thecar.

Irecognizethecarit'sVusumzi'scar.

Me:"shithowdidInotthinkabouthim."Icursed.

Lateronhewalkstohiscaraftertalkingtothe

Paramedics.

Ialsosawhimputsomethingonthewheels.I



zoomedinandsawthebomb

Me:"bloodyfool.Youmessedwiththewrongperson.

YoukilledmykidsIwillkillyou.Idon'tcareifIgoto

prisonformyfingerprintsbeingonthatgunaslong

asjusticeisservedformychildrenthepolicefailed

todosobutIwon't.Manypeopletriedkillyoubut

neversucceededbutIwill.Idon'tcareaboutrotting

injailaslongasIgettokillyoufirstthat'swhat

matterstome.I'mreadytogotojail."

Ireallyamready.Idon'tcareanymoreaslongasI

gettoendhislifeforgood.

Thatmanhasdonealot.Herapedmysisterand

mother.Mademehistransporter.Triedtokill

Sekani.Killedmybabies.

Hesteppedonmyfeetwhenhekilledmybabies

theydidn'tevengetachancetoseethesun.I'mnot



talkingaboutgettingamother'slove.

I'mnotafraidofprison.notlikeIwillgotoprison

anyway.

Seewhenyouhaveamindlikemineyoualways

havetothinkaboutthefuture.Ifyou'reinacritical

situationornot.

IhavealreadythoughtabouthowIwillliewhenI

getarrested.IwilllieandsayVusumzisentmeto

fetchmysumsathissafe.Sinceheforcedmetobe

histransporterheeventhreatenedme.I

accidentallytouchedthegun.

Andwhenthepolicetrytotalkonhisbehalf.Iwill

justtelltheJudgethattheyarealsoinvolvedinthe

hijackingVusumzidoes.



TheyalsohelphiminhisillegaldoingsandIwill

makesurethatmyhusbandfindsevidence.

Seesmart.SoI'mchilledwitheverything.but

Vusumzihastodienomatterwhat.

IrequestedforanUber.Itnotifiedmethatitishere.

IWalkdownstairs.

TheUbertookmetohillbrow.Don'tlookatmelike

that.

Me:"canyoupleasewaitformehereIwillbeback

andIwillpaydoubleplease."

Him:"butmissit'stodangeroushere."

Me:"pleaseIwillbebackinfiveminutes."Hesighed



beforenodding.Iwalkedinthehostel.Ihavebeen

herebeforemorethanonce.

Iwalkedtothepersonthatsellsdrugs.Ihave

scannedthisplacesoIKnowquitealotaboutit.

Vusumziisthereasonbehindmyknowledge.

Me:"hey"Isaidshaking

Him:"yeahwhatdoyouwant?"Sorude.Ijust

swallowthelumpinmythroat.

Him:"missIdon'thavealldayifyouheretodig

informationaboutusisuggestyouturnaroundand

leaveyourjustwastingyourtimeordoyouwantto

beaprostitutem..."



Me:"IneedChinaGirlorMurder8.moneyisnota

problem."Helookedaround.Checkingifthereisno

onearound.

Him:"10k"

Me:"9"

Him:"10"

Me:"8"hesighed

Him:"9kitis."Hegotinhisplaceandcameback

withthedruginabottle.Iquicklytookitandkilled

himwithmysilentgun.

Idon'twantstonesunturned.Maybehispoliceman

knowsthisplaceandtheywillaskaboutme.



Ilookedaroundcheckingifnoonesawmebefore

goingbacktheUber.

Iwon'ttellYou'llwhatIwilldoyouwillfindoutafter

I'mdonewithmymission.

.
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Narrate

Siyacouldwaittogoandfetchhiswife.Ashe

rememberedthatshewillbedischargedinthe

afternoon.

Theirfriendsdecidedtothrowalittlewelcome

homepartyforAya.Evenhermotherwasthere.

Theyareexcitedtoseeherandbewithherfora

longtimetheymisshersomuch.Nottoforget

Chumaniwhohasbeenhyperthewholeday.

Siyaontheotherhandcan'thelpbutsmilelikea

madperson.Imeanhiswifeiscomingback.

TheyallwenttoSiya'shousetoprepareforAyaas

alwaysThandowastheonecookingherfancyfood.

Phelahercousiniscomingback.



Siya:"it'sbeenawhiletazlemmegocheckuponher

maybethesignaldoesn'tworkthere.I'mgetting

impatientnow."

TT:"yeahyoushouldbrotheyshouldhavecalled

youbynow."Theyallagreedtothestatement.

Siyatookhiscarandjoggedouthammingagreat

Melody.

Hedroveofftothecenterhegotin.Andwenttothe

receptionist.

Siya:"goodafternoon."

Her:"afternoonsirhowcanIhelpyou."

Siya:"I'mlookingforAyamthandaPlaatjies."



Thereceptionistlooksthroughherbooksbutfinds

noAyamthandaPlaatjies.

Her:"sorrysirthereisnoAyamthandaPlaatjies

here."

Siya:"whatdoyoumean.Youlostmywife?Woman

don'tmakemeangryIwillturnthiscenterupside

down.Mywifewassupposetobedischargedtoday

Ifnotyesterday."

JustthananursethatknowsSiyamthanda

approachedhim.

Nurse:"Iwilltakeitfromhere.Mr.Plaatjieswhata

lovelysurprise."

Siya:"IjustcameheretofetchmywifeMandymind



helpingme."Mandyhasthatworriedlook.

Mandy:"whatdoyoumeanwhenyousayyoucame

tofetchyourwife.Shehasalreadydischarged

herselfsayingshewillsurpriseyouandthat

happenedyesterdayifI'mnotmistaken."

Siyawasnowgettingangrytowhytheyletgoofher

withoutinforminghim.Hewasthinkingaboutthe

worsenowthatmaybeshehasbeenkidnapped.

Siya:"oohsnap."Hejustrunsoutofthecenterand

speedsoftohishouse.

Asheenterseveryoneshoutssurprise.Theyare

surprisedthemselveswhentheydon'tseeAya

besidessiya.

Riri:"whereisher?"



Siya:"apparentlyshewasdischargedyesterdayshe

wantedtosurprisemeyesterdayandshenever

came."

Theguys:"shecan'tbekidnapped.Noway"theall

shooktheirheadsindisbelief.

Nomphelo:"ahhhh"shescreamedholdingherchest.

Shewashavingaheartattack.Everyonefacedher

andquicklyrantoher.

Ayabonga:"Mama!!"

ShewastakentothehospitalwithAyabonga

sniffingallthewholewaytothehospital.



Thedoctorstoldthemitwasduetostress.She

shouldnotstresssomuch.

Everyonewasstillnotwellastowhytheycan'tget

Ayamthanda.Theyarethinkingofhowsheis.

Siyaisdevastated.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

Lateronthatdayweallleftthedoctor'sassuredus

thatsheisfine.Theyevendischargedher.Even

Vusumziwashere.

Hedidn'tlooklikesomeonewhokidnapped

someoneIwonderwheremywifeis.I'mstartingto

panicknow.

Whoevertookmywifeisgoingtofacehell.Ihadto

staywithChumaniIcouldn'tgooutandsearchfor

her.

MymotherwenttoPEthereisaceremonythere.

Myfatherssidestilltreatsmymotherliketheirown

theyadoreher.



IhavetotakeChumani'andmywifedownthere.To

introducethemtomyotherfamily.I'msuremkhulu

willbefondofher.

Hehasbeenlongingtoseemegetmarried.He

oncesaidtomethathewilldieafterseeingme

gettingmarried.

Imaginethatguyisold.ifheisnot90something

thanIdon'tknow.I'mhisfavoritegrandchild.AndI

lovehimmorethanIlovemyparents.Nocap.

IwokeupabitlatesinceitwasSunday.Chumani

ain'tgoingtoschoolandI'mnotgoingtowork.

Ididmydailyroutinebeforegoingtohisroomwith

aheavyheart.ImisshismothersomuchI'msure

hemissesherto.



Igottohisroomandhewasgettingofhisbed.

ThankGodIwokeupbeforehimorelsehewas

goingtowakemeup.

Him:"tatam."Iwenttohimandkissedhisforehead

andcheek.

Me:"zotyanton'namhlanje(whatareyoueating

today)"

Him:"beacon"Inoddedandkissedhisforehead.I

firstdidhisdailyroutinethanwewalkeddownstairs.

JustthanaknockcamethroughasIwaswashing

thedishes.Wehavealreadyeaten.

Me:"comein."Ayabongacamein.



Me:"sbalikazi.(Sisterinlaw)"wesmiled.

Don'taskmehowIseethedifferencebetween

them.Iknowmywife.

Her:"sbali(brotherinlaw)howyou'll?"Shesaid

sittingonthehighchairsplayingwithChumani.

Me:"wegoodjuststressedoutChumani'smother.I

justwishshecouldjustcomethroughthefront

already."

Her:"whatifVusumziistheonethathasher."Igave

herthatlook.

Me:"IwishkilledhimwhenIhadhimcaptured."

Her:"soyouweretheonethatkidnappedhimyou



shouldhavekilledhim."

Me:"theproblemisIcan't.Sincethereisthatgun

issue."

Her:"Ihavealreadytakencareofthegunyourwife

willnotgetarrested."Iwidenedmyeyeslookingat

hershewasconcentratedonChumani.

Thosearethebestnewsever.

:"Onelessproblemforme."

Chumani:"mamam!!"Welookedatthedoorand

thereshewas.

Shewasholdingalotofgroceriesandpullingher

suitcase.



Iliterallydroppedtheglassandrantoher.She

droppedtheplasticsandhuggedme.

Wewerebothcrying.Ilookeddeepintohereyes

andkissedthelivingshitoutofher.

Ayabonga:"incaseyouforgotthereisakidinthe

room.Haibo"welaughedbreakingofthekiss.

ShewenttokissChumanialloverhisface.Hewas

gigglinghesurelymissedhismother.

Me:"Iwasworriedsickaboutyousthandwa

sentliziyoyam.Buphi(wherewereyou)."

Shehuggedhersisterandkissedher.Thanshe

cametostandnexttomewrappedherhands

aroundmywaist.Shewasholdingmetightly.I



placedminearoundherneck.

Ayamthanda:"Iwasatthehotelbabythinkingofa

waytoavengemykids.Mykidsdidn'tevengetto

experiencehowgoodapussyanddicktasteslike."

Welaughed.Mystomachwasevensore.

Shesurelyknowshowtolightupsomeone'smood.

Ayabonga:"youcamebackmorefunnier."Wewere

stilllaughingAyabongawasevenintears.

Aya:"seriousguysyooh."

Me:"andthanthegroceries.Ihavealreadybought

groceries."

Aya:"thosearefortonight'sdinner."Wegaveher



questioningeye's.

Aya:"justinviteeveryonefordinner.Twindon't

forgettoalsoinviteVusumziitwillberudeifwe

don'tinvitehim."Welookedathershocked.She

laughed.

Her:"Don'tworrybythemidnightyouwillknowwhy.

Don'tdoanythingstupidSiya.Ihavegoteverything

undercontrol.Fromtomorrowonwardsyouand

Mamberwilldatefreely.That'sapromise.Best

Advicegototruworthstheysellthebestblack

clothesithasbeenlongsincethosedollshavebeen

wearingthoseclothessham."Shepattedmy

shoulderbeforegoingupstairs.

IlookedatAyabongawhowasalsolookingatme.

Wewerebothstillwonderingwhatwillhappen

tonight.



Ayabonga:"lemmegopreparefortonightIhavea

goodfeelingaboutit.Whateveryourwifeplanning

ncncnc."Sheshookherhead.

Me:"yoursister.Shecamebackfeisty.Whichis

attractive"shelaughedasIwasdaydreamingof

thesexI'mtogivehernow.

.
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Ayamthanda

Iwentupstairstotakeashower.WhenIwasabout

togetoutSiyagotinandpinnedmeagainthewall.

Ismirkedandhechuckled.Iwentdownonmy

kneesandhavehimhandstrokes.Hegroanedand

becameharderinasecond.

Igavehimablowjobwhilelookingathimstraight

intheeyeplayingwithhisballs.

Hekeptonclosinghiseyesmoaningandgroaning

atthesametime.HecuminmymouthandI

swallowstillmakingeyecontact.

Didhenotsmileandgroannottoforgetthemoan

thatcameoutofhismouth.Swine.Ithasbeena

longtimehey.



Him:"v'tsekandizokhaliswanguweumna(I'mnot

goingtomoanbecauseofyou)"heliftedmeup.

Pinnedmeagainstthewall.Wekissedwillhe

grabbedmyassIwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaist.

Heenteredhimselfwithoutwarningme.

Me:"dose"helaughedandthrustinandout.

Wehad2roundsintheshowerand3atthe

bedroom.Thatwasthebestwelcomebacksexever.

Imissedhimsomuchrhaa.

Him:"ithasbeenalongtimehey.Ihavebeen

missingmyprincess.menstrubationwasjust

finishingmysperms."Ilaughedhealsojoinedin.

Me:"Imissedmyprincetohey."Helaughedandwe



kissed.Welotioned.Iworehisshirtonlyandhe

woreshortsonly.

Him:"youcompleteme."Ilaughed.

Me:"youwearingshortsformeandI'mwearinga

shirtforyousoyeahwecompleteeachother."We

laughedatourstupidity.

Me:"Iseeyoualsogotatattooandit'smyname.

Ncoo"Isaidhugginghimbeforetouchingthetattoo

ofmyname.Itwasbeautiful.

Him:"whatdoyoumeanIalsogotatattoo."

Iliftupmyt-shirtrevilingthetattooofhisnameon

mylefttopbreast.AndChumani'snameonmy

abdomenontheleftside.Itwasn'tthatbignor

small.Firstbornyamklk.



Hetouchedmewithasmileonhisface.

Him:"azisentlebaby.(theyarebeautiful.)"Ismiled

theywereindeedbeautiful.

Me:"alifikangakwelilakho(notmorethanyours)"

Him:"Idon'twanttoarguewithyoutoday.I'mina

goodmoodlet'sgoprepareforthedinner."

Me:"areyouhelpingme?"Isaidsmiling.

Him:"yeahwhynot."Hereturnedthesmile."Butttt"I

frowned.

Me:"whatdoyouwant."Helaughed.



Him:"piggybackride."Igavehimadeadstareand

helaughed."I'mseriousoryouonyourown.Iwill

justplaywithmyson."Ifrownedbeforeturning

aroundsothathecanpiggybackride.

Heclimbedon.Rhaayasindalomqundu(heis

heavy).

Me:"aasiyayourmoreheavierthanbefore."Well,I

dogivehimpiggybackrides.Justforfun.

Him:"I'mnotclimbingofmommyyoubettergo."He

saidplacinghishandsaroundmyneckandplacing

hisheadonmyback.

Igowithhimstillonmyback.Istruggledgetting

downthestairsbutIeventuallydid.Ayabongawas

laughingatus.SheisstillherealsoMamber.They

werebothlaughingatus.AndChumanihewasalso

clappinghishands.



Chumani:"NammamaNam(metomommeto)"we

laughedathim.

Mamber:"babythathitips.Ayincumeleponi(baby

taketips.Thisguyissmiling)"Ayabongawastaking

avideoofus.Wealllaughed.

Ayabonga:"ncameuzibonilebanjanphoff(forgetit

didyouseehowyoulooklike.)"Welaughed.Siya

gotofmyback.AndIstretchedout.

Siya:"yeahshosbali"hebrohuggedMamber.

Mamber:"Andihlelangakeaphabendizothathalo

weUber.(I'mnotheretostayIcameheretotake

thisonethatusesanUber)"

MeandSiya:"iphimotto(whereishercar)"



Ayabonga:"smashedbutIboughtaGTIwhichis

beingsported."

Wellshehasherowncompanynowapanelbeater

thatmakesalotofmoney.Uyangenelwake(she

hasmanycustomers).

MeandSiya:"mnandibaneMali(it'snicetohave

money)"

Them:"saysthepeoplethathavemanycompanies."

Us:"rhaangathethiwenapharmacyzakhozigcwele

kwezizbedlele(don'teventalkyourpharmaciesare

alloverthesehospitals)"welaughed

Mamber:"mxmweout.Wewillseeyoulateron."



Siya:"yeahsho."Wehuggedthem

Me:"let'sgetdowntobusiness.Chumanithiniinto

yakhozohlalaaphoorZoyafront(Chumaniwhat

aboutyouareyousittingthereorareyougoingto

thelounge)"hewassittingonthebarstools.

Chumani:"phone"siyagavehimhisphone.He

startedplayinggames.

Westartedcookingke.

Me:"let'stakethetableoutside."

Him:"yeahit'swarmthere."Wetookthetable

outside.Placednametagstowhereeveryonewill

besitting.itwasmineidea.



Wesetuptherestofthetable.Madesurethatthe

lightswork.Itwasbeautifulouttheresham.

Wetooktheplatesoutsideto.Wefinishedthe

cooking.

Me:"theguestwillbehereinanhoursogofreshen

upwithChumaniIwillWashtheglassesandplaced

themoutside."

Him:"okay"hekissedmebeforetakingChumani

withhimupstairs.

IwashedtheglassesmakingsuretheyareCristal

clear.beforetakingthemoutside.

IalsowentupstairstookmyKittyBowandFlare

dressthatisblackwithmyblackheelBoots.I



placedthemontopofthebedandwenttotakea

shower.

Ilotionedandappliedsimplemakeup.Iironedmy

blondweavethatis30inchlong.

IdressedupinmyoutfitandIlookedgreat.I

appliedmylipglosswithmycologne.

Ilookedatmyselfonthemirroronemoretimeand

didbreathingexercises.

IwalkedandIheardnoisedownstairsmeaningmy

guestshavearrived.

Me:"molweni(goodevening)"theyallturnedtolook

atmethegirlsrantome.Wegroupedhugged.



LeJoy:"kuninindikumiss.asemhle(Ihavebeen

missingyou,yourbeautiful)"

Riri&Thando:"sehot.i"

Ayola,ZimiandAyabonga:"PerriPeri"welaughed

Me:"Ineverdisappointbutthankyou.Youguysalso

lookgreat.AndI'mbacknow."Theysmiledgiggling.

Me:"lemmegogreettheothers."Theysulked.

Me:"haiboguysIwillcomeback"theyjustsaid

mxm.Ilaughedandwalkedaway.

Iwenttomymotherwhowasstandingwith

Vusumzi.Arghh.



Me:"molwenimama."Isaidhuggingher.

Them:"yeah/hellobaby"

Me:"IheardthatyouhadaheartattackI'msorryfor

stressingyouout."Ikissedhercheek

Her:"it'sokaysweetheart."Shekissedmyforehead

Me:"lemmegogreattherest."Shenodded.And

Vusumzikepthisseriousface.Itoldmyselfnot

todaysatana.

Iwenttothegentsandthekids.

Me:"yeahshoshomajita"Ihuggedthem.Isaton

myhusband'slap.



TT:"ntombazanayolahleko(thegirlthatgotlost.)"

Welaughed

Siya:"ndakabakekweyamvrou(Ikickpeoplewhen

itcomestomywife)"welaughed.

Me:"tellthemmylove"Isaidwithsomuch

enthusiasm.

Siya:"aamabakgezele(notheymustteaseyou)"I

sulkedlookingathim.Theylaughed.

Cage:"traitorkendamazii(hisatraitorIknowhim)"

welaughed.

Theywentoutsidefordinner.Idishedupfor

everyoneandwentwiththeirplatesoutside.Ialso

settleddown.



Vusumzi:"Idon'ttrustyouwhatifyoudruggedmy

food.Iwanttoswipe."Theyalllookedatthe

sweatingmenow.Iswallowedthelumpinmy

throat.

Me:"yeahwhynot."

Vusumzi:"let'sseewhoyoulovethemost.Ummh

SiyaIhopeyoudon'tmindswipingatleastyour

deathwillbeonyourwife'shands"heshrugged.

Siyagavehimadeadstare.Iheldhishand.He

lookedatmeandInodded.Theyswipedplates.

ThedinnerwentonwithVusumziswipingplates

aroundimagine.nowwewerejusthaving

champagne.Wewerehavingchatsamong

ourselves.Iwastalkingwithmycousin.



Thando:"Ineedthereceiptfromtoday'sfood.Ihave

anassignmenttodo."

Me:"Iwillkindlygiveittoyoubutkeepinmindthat

youoweme."Shelookedatmefromthecornerof

hereyesIlaughed.

She:"whatever.IthoughtwewerecousinsbutIwas

wrong."Ilaughedathersulkingselfnow.

Me:"okayfineIwillgiveittoyouforfree."Irolled

myeyes.Shesidehuggedmegiggling.

Me:"thischild."Imumbled.Shelaughed

Her:"Iheardyou."Webothlaughed.

Wecontinuedchattingbutwasdisturbedbya



personcoughinghard.Wealllookedatthepersonit

wasVusumzi.

Hecoughedoutblood.

Mom:"cansomeonepleasecomewithwater."

Snakescamewithwater.Iwasjustchillingdrinking

champagne.

SiyalookedatmeandIshrugged.Icontinued

drinking.Vusumzifellfromhischair.

Everyonejumpedtolookathim.

Mom:"someonecalltheambulance."AyolaCalledit.

TTandLeJoywenttocheckhimup.Hiseyeswas

wideopen.



Theycheckedhispulse.Theylookedattheir

watches.

TT&LeJoy:"Timeofdeath11:49"Ismiledanddrank

therestofthechampagne.

SiyaandAyabongalookedatme.Ilooked

everywhereelsebutthem.

Theambulancecame.Andcoveredthebodywitha

silverfoil.Momdidn'tevenshareatearshewas

justlookingatthemliketherestofus.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Aftertheparamedicswentout.Weallwalkedinside

thehouse.Meandtheladiesmadeteafor

ourselvesandwhiskeyforthegentleman.

Weservedeveryonemomwasstillhere.Icouldn't

readherexpression.Idon'tknowwhethersheis

happyorsadbutyeah.

Weallsatdown.Ialsoswitchedontheheaterso

thateveryonecanfeelwarm.Thekidswere

sleeping.



Tailor:"whathappenedoutthere."

Them:"Iwonder"

AyabongaandSiyalookedatme.Who'sme?I

lookedeverywhereelsebutthem.

Everyonesawthattheywerelookingatmeand

everyonewaslookingatme.HaiSowetoGospel

Choirsana.

Me:"truworthssellsthebestblackclothes."They

laughed.

Me:"Ihopeyoudon'tthinkitisme.Youbettererase

thatnegativethoughtaboutme."



Cage:"weallnowthatyouareFinisher.Youfinish

people."Wealllaughed.

Them:"Iagreewiththat"

Me:"maybehediedfromhisthingswhoknows?"I

shrugged.

Mom:"Vusumziwashealth."

Idrankmyteamakingthat'hliphlip'sound.

Them:"yolalabaunesthukuthezi(gosleepifyou

aretired)"welaughed.

Me:"youtheonesboringme.Ididn'tpoisonthefood

ifIdidSiya,AyabongaandMomwouldalsobe

deadbynow."Theygasped.



Them:"soyoupoisonedhim."Ijustdrankmytea

withoutlookingatthem.

Siya:"IknowyoupoisonedhimbuthowIdon'tknow.

Maybeyoudowitchcraftnow.CauseWow."I

chokedonmytea

Me:"that'snottrue."Helookedatmewiththat'i

knowyouarelying'face.

Me:"okayfineIpoisonedhim."Isaidscratchingmy

eyebrowsandneck.

Them:"weknowbuthow?"

Me:"hehakeSowetoGospelchoir"wealllaughed.



Ayabonga:"praat(talk)"

Me:"jullealmalnuuskierig(youallcurious)"

Them:"v'tsekthetha(talk)"Isighed.

Me:"okayfine.Soyou'llknowthatIwenttothe

center.WellwhenIwentthereIkindapackedmy

MacBook,gunandmoney...."Theygasped.I

chuckled.

Siya:"ndithenqashotmalam(Iwaswonderingwhy

mymoneywasmissing)haingunja(youradog)"

welaughed.

Me:"asIwassaying.IgotreleasedbutIdidn'twant

tocomebackhomeyetsinceIwantedtoavengefor

mybabies.Istayedatthehotel.FollowingdayI

usedmyskillsandhackedinthestreetcamera's.I



gotthefootagethatIwanted.Hewastalkingtothe

paramedicsfirstthanplacedthebombontheback

wheel.SoIwenttoHillbrowtooneofthehostelsI

usedtogoto.Iwenttotheguythatsellsdrugs.He

demanded10kbutIdebatedwithhimtillwe

reachedanagreementof9k.Hecamewiththedrug.

Ididn'ttrusthimsoIkilledhim.Igothereafter

buyinggroceriesfortonight.IaskedSiyatohelpme

withcookingandhedid.Setupthetableanditwas

mineideatoplacenametagsonthetableinorder

formyplantowork.Ididn'twantthewrongperson

todie.Weallsatonthediningtable.Heswiped

dishes...."

Riri:"butyouweresweatingandyoulooked

nervous."

Theothers:"yeah"Ichuckled.

Me:"thatwaspartoftheplan.Thepoisonwasinhis

champagneglass."



Mom:"whatdoyoumeanintheglasstheywere

cleanandthewasnothinginthere."

Thando:"Ialsosawthesamethingaunt."Ichuckled.

Me:"whileIwascleaningtheglassesdoyou

rememberSiyaIsentyouawaytogoandfreshen

upandIwillcleantheglasses?"

Siya:"yeah."

Me:"wellIcleanedhiswithpoisonaroundtheedges

atthetop."Theyalllookedatmeamazed.

Me:"what?"Ilaugheddrinkingmytea.

Snakes:"Finishernyani(she'strulyFinisher.)"We



fistbump.

Theothers:"Isecondthat"theyallfistbumpedme.

Them:"butI'mnevertakingaglassfromyou."I

laughed.

Me:"doyouallthinkthatIwillletgoofsomeone

whodestroymyfamilynever.AndIwantedtoset

momfreeandletAyabongad..."

Ayabonga:"nooo."Everyonelaughed.

Mom:"Ayabongawhat?"

Ayabonga:"Ayamthandahai.Siyamthandanqandi

fianceyakho(Siyamthandawarnyourfiance)"we

laughed.



Mom:"ayatalkmybaby.Andnitheninango

Mthandanobabini(whyareyou2Mthanda)"we

laughed.

MeandSiya:"soulmateconnectionmom's"wesaid

smiling.Theotherslaughed.

Me:"momlookbesidesusne.Youwillseewho

AyabongaisdatingandIwilltellyoutherest."

Mamber:"whyareyoutheonetoalwaystellpeople

things."Hesaidlaughing.

Me:"ndimnewspaper(I'mthenewspaper)"we

laughed.

Mom:"okaylemmelook."Shelookedateveryone.



Igotclosertomyhusband.LeJoyheldTT,Zimito

Snakes,CagetoAyola,ThandotoTailor.

Riri:"lemmecallMike"wealllaughed.

Mom:"sosheisdatingMxolisi?"

Us:"sathidatingtheyaremarried(youstillsaying

theyaredatingtheyaremarried)"shegasped.

Mom:"what?"

Us:"I'mtellingyou."

MamberandAyabonga:"butweweregoingtotell

her."Theyfrowned.Welaughed.



Mom:"whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Ayabonga:"1wordanswers.Vusumzi."

Mom:"butstill.Butcongratulations."Shehugged

them.

Wechilledtherethewholenighthavingfunlike

always.

.

.

.

.
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Narrated

Dayspassedanditwasthedayofthefuneral.

Everythingwentwellforthepreparations.

Vusumzi'sfamilywasalsohere.Hisfamilydoesn't

loveNomphelo.

Shecouldn'tcareanyless.Shewasactedtocare

aboutVusumzisoshecriedthewholeweek.

Andsomepeopleboughtthetheactexceptfor

Vusumzi'sfamilytheydidn'twanttobelieveherone

bit.

Atthefuneraltheservicewentgreat.Ayabongaand

Nomphelospokedhighlyabouthim.



Everyonespokehighlyabouthim.Theyonlyspoke

aboutthegreatthingshehasdone.Notthebadit

wasafuneralafterall,notJudgementDay.

Atthecemeterywhenclosepeoplewheretoldto

poursoilinthewhole.Nomphelowantedtojumpin

thewholeasshewassobbinghard.

ShewasheldintimebyhersoninlawsSiyaand

Mxolisi.

Siya'sfriendswereallheretoseetheenemygetting

burriedtheyevenwenttoseehisdeadselfjustto

makesureit'shimnotadollfromchina.

Laterontheyallwenttothehouseforlunch.That

alsowentwell.



Thefollowingday.Vusumzi'ssisterswerepacking

Nomphelo'sclothesandAyabonga's.Theywere

savedbyalawyercomingin.

VS¹:"I'msuretheyarenotneededhere.Sogetthe

helloutofmybrothershouse."

Lawyer:"welltheyareneededma'am.Canyouall

pleasesettledown."

Ayabonga:"bloodyfools."Sheclickedhertongue

sittingdown.

Lawyers:"wellIcameherewithVusumziJoneswill."

VS²;"mybrotherdoesn'thaveawillthat'sfake."

Theylookednervoussincetheywantedtotake



everythingVusumziearnedanddivideitamong

themselves.

Lawyer:"youcanevencallyourownlawyerifyou

wanttoma'amhe/shewilltellyouthesamethat

thisWillislegit."Thecougheduncontrollably.

Nomphelo:"continue."

Lawyer:"thereisnothingmuchhere.Hebasically

lefteverythingtoNompheloJonesHisHospital,

business,carsandhouse.Hesaidheknewhe

wouldsomehowdiebeforeyouthat'swhy"

NompheloandAyabongawereshocked.

Thesisters:"nevermybrotherwouldneverleaveus

withanything."

Lawyer:"wellhedid.Youbetterbelieveit.Youcan



callthetopDawgstheywilltellyouthesame."He

stoodup.

Lawyer:"I'mout"hegavethepaperstoNomphelo

beforeshakinghands.

Nomphelo:"pleasecallthepolicetogetthesethings

outofmyhouse.Andthankyou."Thelawyer

noddedbeforetakingouthisphone.

Nomphelo:"you'llbettergetoutbeforethepolice

Takeyouout."

VS¹:"youkilledhimnowyouarechasingusaway."

Nomphelo:"IwouldneverkillmyhusbandI'mnot

thatgreedy."Shefakedtears.



Thesisters:"nxx"theallstoodup.

Theywenttothebedroomsandpackedtheirbags.

Justthanthepolicecameandtheyweretakenout

roughly.

NompheloandAyabonga:"freeatlast."Theywere

happy.

.

.

.

.
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Ayabonga

Iwasjustchillingwithmymomcleaningthehouse

whenmyfriendgotin.

Mom:"uzoclean.anabondahambaumnando

khangelibuyer(youwillcleanwiththem.I'mgoing

now.Iwanttosearchforabuyer.)"

Them:"whatbuyer?"

Me:"oohshewantstosellVusumzi'shospitalshe

willonlyrunthebusiness."

TT&Lethabo:"DidyousayHospital."

Mom:"yeah"



TT&Lethabo:"wewillbuyitwhat'stheprice."We

laughedatthem.

Welltheyalreadyhaveahospital.TTrunsthewest

sidewillLethaborunseastside.These2marathey

arenotevenMarried.

Mom:"lemmecallmylawyer.Youguyscanalsocall

yours."

TT&Lethabo:"hereismylawyerwereisyours"

LethabowasholdingCagewillTTwasholding

Tailor.Welaughed.This2arecrazy.

Mom:"Iwillgoandfetchmine.Lemmegonow."She

wentupstairstofreshenup.IplacedMr.Mininits

rightfulplaceandIwenttositnexttoMxo.

Me:"whatbringsyouhere?"Isaidwithasmile.



Riri:"ngasnyelithinarhaasizekuwe(don'tshitwith

uswecametoyou)"Ilaughed.

Me:"sorry.WhatcanIgetyou?"Theygaveme

questioningfaces.

Me:"drinks"Irolledmyeyes.

Aya:"greentea"

Riri:"ginandtonicwater"

Ayola:"coffee"

Zimi:"champagne"



Lethabo:"rooibos"

Thando:"governmentjuice"welookedatherand

shelaughed.

Thando:"I'mseriousmzl"Inodded.Ilookedatthe

guys.

Them:"Whiskey.RemyMartinorJackDaniel's"I

nodded.

Cage:"ratherbringtheglasseshereIdon'ttrustyou

andyourtwinmaybeyouswipedplaces."We

laughed.

Aya:"Igiveup."Sheliftherhandsupinsurrender.

Welaughedather.



IkissedMxo.

Them:"getaroomrhaazifunuzekanaaphaezi

ngoku(theywanttohavesexherenow)"we

laughedbeforepullingout.

Me:"Iloveyou"Iwhisperedtohim.

Him:"Iloveyoutoo"hesaidkissingme.Ipulledout

beforetheotherscomplain.

Iwenttodowhatevertheyrequestedfor.Andgave

ittothem.

Siya:"couldn'tyouchoosesomeoneelsedawgit's

likeyourdatingmyfiance."Hesaidfrowning

lookingatMxo.Welaughedathim.



Mxo:"theymightlookthesamebuttheyhave

differentpersonalitiesdawg.Finisherfinishes

peoplemywifeiskind."Weburstedintolaugher.

SiyaandAya:"wegotthegangsterlovenothingcan

comebetweenus."Theysangkissingeachother.

Welaughedatthem.

Cage:"ndakbetha(Iwillhityou)"welaughed.

Aswewerehavingourdrinkslaughingthepolice

camein.

Police:"wehaveasearchwarranttosearchthis

place."Ialreadyknewwhattheyweretalkingabout.

Mymothercamedownstairswearingherepower

suit.ShewassobeautifulwithherBobweave.



Mom:"what'sgoingoninmyhouse?"

Police:"wehaveasearchwarrant."Theygaveher

thesearchwarrantbeforesearchingtheplace

turningeverythingupsidedown.

Theywenttothestudyandcamebackwiththegun.

Wealllookedateachother.

Ayamthandawaschilleddrinkinghertea.Thisgirl

mara.Doessheevercare.PhoffsheknowsthatI

wipedherfingerprintsthat'swhysheischilled.

Police:"cantheforensicscomein."Theycamein

anddidtheirstuff.

Forensics:"thereisnofingerprintsonthegun."The

policecursed.



Mom:"IwillsuethewholestationIswearnonke

nizobuyelakwezamatchesbenihlalakuzo

Limpoporhaaezizintozimnyanazishiyindluyam

imdaka(youwillallgobacktothoseshacksyou

wereleavingatinLimpopotheseblackthings)"they

wereallscared.

Mom:"v'tsekendliniyam.(outmyhouse)"theyall

wentout.Wefixedthehouse.

Mom:"rhaaezantozimnyana(thoseblackthings)"

welaughed.

Cage&Tailor:"IalmostthoughtIwillhavetogoand

fightforFinisheratcourt."

WelaughedandlookedatAya.Shewasstillchilled

drinkinghertea.



Snakes:"dohavesomethingtodowiththisAyaI

Knowyoudidsomething.Thefingerprintcannot

justdisappear."Theyallagreedwithhim.

Aya:"Iswearitain'tmethistimeitwasAyabonga."

Sheliftherhandsupinsurrender.

Mom:"youarefullofsecretsthesedays."Ilooked

awayfromher.

Zimi:"buthow?"

InarratedthestoryonhowIgotridofthe

fingerprints.

Siya:"andyoustillsaysheiskind?"Helookedat

Mxo.Mxolookedaway.



Welaughed.

Me:"itwasaonceofthinghawu."Welaughed.

Mom:"anymoresecret."

Me:"nopethereisnothingleft."Sheshookherhead

beforewalkingout.

Ayola:"you2arefullofsurprisesyoualwaysready

foranything."Theyallagreed.

Me:"IswearitwaslasttimeIdidsomethingillegal.

FinisherisstillgoingtofinishpeoplewillSilencer

silencepeople."Welaughed.

Aya:"mxmyou'llaremakingmestopgangsterism."



Theguys:"haawhowillfinishpeopleforus."We

laughed.

Aya:"Silencer"helookedather.

Siya:"phambene(yourmad)"welaughed.

Siya:"Iwillsendyouallalocation.Wewillmeet

theretomorrowAfternoon1onthedot."

Aya:"whatfor?"

Siya:"trustmeyouwilllovemeafterthis."Hekissed

hercheek.

Riri:"wheredoweenterkengoku."

Siya:"calmyourtitsriri.Wewillhaveapartythere



sothat'swereyouenter."

Us:"party.Wearein.Siphakathi."

AyaandSiya:"inside."Welaughed.

Wechilledthewholedayatthehouse.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Afterthelovelydaywehadatmymother'splacewe

allwenthome.

Iwasjustmakingsupper.Chumaniwasplaying

withhisFatheratthefront.Theywereplaying

soccer.

Me:"pleasedon'tbreakmystuffthere."Iyelled

Siya:"Iplacedeverybreakablethingaway."He

yelled.

Me:"xapbhutt'."Theylaughed

Icontinuedcooking.WhenIwasabouttofinishI

calledthemtocomeandsetupthetable.



Idishedupandwenttojointhem.Wesaidgrace

beforediggingin.

Me:"sowhat'sthespecialoccasiontommorow."

Siya:"it'sasurprise.AndIknowforafactyouwill

loveit."

Me:"youknowIdon'tlovesurprises"Isulked.

Siya:"youwilllovethemafter1"welaughed.

Me:"mxm.Izotyawena(comeandeat)"

Chumani:"aatyelamnandiyndoda(no.Iwilleaton

myownI'maman)"welaughedathim.



Siya:"ngeneboy."Theyfistbumped.

Me:"hereallydidbetray.Heisnotevenlightskin

ke."Isulked.Theylaughed.

Chumaniseriouslylookslikehisfatherlikeserious

serious.

Siya:"leavemechildalone."These2willbetrayyou

whenever.

Chumani:"tch"hesaidsmilingwithhisteeth.

Me:"nizovasizityake(youwillwashthedishes)"

theylookedatme.Ilaughed.

Itookmylastbit.



Me:"I'moutfam.Washthedishes."Ikissedtheir

cheeksbeforerunningupstairs.

Itookaquickshowerbeforesleeping.Afteranhour

orsoSiyajoinedme.

Iwastossingandturningthewholenight.Icouldn't

getanysleep.Iwassomehowexcitedabout

tomorrow.

Ididn'tgetanysleep.Isleptattheearlyhours.I

wokeupat10.Siyawasstaringatme.

Me:"Goodmorning."Heleanedinforakiss.

Siya:"morning.Youcouldn'tsleeplastnightyou

wereturningandtossingthewholenight."



Me:"sorryIdidn'tmeantowakeyouup.IguessI'm

excitedabouttoday."Hesmiled.

Him:"Icouldn'tgetanysleeptoo.Iguessweare

bothexcited."Wekissed.

Him:"comelet'sgo."Aswewereabouttostandup

Chumanigotin.

Chumani:"lambile(I'mhungry)"

Us:"huuu"hegiggled.Wellit'sSaturdaytodayhe

isn'tgoingtoschool.

Me:"Iwillmakethebed.Youcanfeedhim."He

lookedatme

Me:"Don'tEvenlookatmeyouknowwewillfight."



Helaughedbeforegoingtotheensuite.

Imadethebed.HecameoutandtookChumani

withhim.Igotdone.Ididmydailyroutinebutwore

mygown.

Iwillcleanaroundthehouse.It'snotdirty.Theonly

placesdirtyismyroom,Chumani's,kitchenandthe

lounge.

Iwentdownstairstomakebreakfastformy

husband.

Me:"whatareweeatingtodayhunny."Hewas

feedingchumani.

Siya:"oatsBunny"Inoddedbeforemakingit.



Imadeoatsandweatemockingeachother.

Chumaniwaslaughinghisintestinesout.Heeven

hadhiccups.

Siya:"Idon'tseewhyyouevencleaningaround.

Leaveeverythinglet'sjustbondasafamilybefore

goingout."Inodded.

Chumani:"sambenidlalisoccer(let'sgoplay

soccer)"weagreedwithhim.

Wewalkedoutside.Weplayedsoccerthewhole

morning.IswearIhadthebesttimeever.

Wewalkedinandtookbathtogetherasafamily.

MxmIlovemyfamilysomuch.

Siya:"let'shavethesekindsofmomentseveryday."

Wewerestillchillinginthebath.



Chumani:"e.e"hesaidclappinghishands.We

laughedbeforekissinghim.

Me:"thereis30minutesbefore1solet'sgetout

now."Wedriedourselves.

Weworeourmatchingclothes.BlueJeans,white

plaint-shirtsfromg-starraw,Logo-PrintLeather

sneakersfromVersaceandourwhitehoodies.

Minewaswritten'theirQueen',Siya's'theirKing'

andChumani's'theirPrince'.Weroughedourfades.

TheysaidnoweavetodayandIagreed.

Ionlyappliedlipgloss.Ilookbeautifulinmynatural

look.

Welookedhotrhaa.



Me:"let'stakepictures."Wetookmanypictures.I

postedthemonmysocialmediaplatforms.

Igotmanylikesasalways.

Siya:"let'sgo."Wewalkedout.WetookmyCarthis

time.

Wedrovetoaquietarea.Therewereafewhouses

inthatareaandtheyweremansions.

Me:"whoarewevisiting?"DoyouthinkIgota

respond.hejustdroveandstoppedinfrontofa

beautifulmansionrhaa.

Itwasmostlyglass.Hepunchedinthesecurity

code.Thisguy.



Me:"youevenbreakinginpeople'shousesnow"he

laughed.Iclappedmyhandsonce.

Wedroveinandourfriendswerealreadyhere.We

steppedoutandwalkedin.

Thehousewassofuckenbeautiful.Itwasfull

furnitured.IswearIneversawabeautifulhouselike

this.

:"BabyuphiiI'mkindalost"thatwasAyabonga.So

theyaretakingatourinsomeone'shouse.We

laughednoSiya.

Thereweremaidsgoingupanddown.

Me:"who'shouseisthis?"



:"Hambalandlelabuyahambaorphone.lesiya

umnandisadlalangokumylove.Ndilostmnaqala

yilendlunkuluqithi(takethewayyoucamehereor

callsiyaI'mstillplayingheremylove.Ialsodon't

knowthewaydownthishouseisbig.")"Siya

chuckled.ThatwasMxolisi

Siya:"canyou'llpleasegetdownhere."Heyelled.

Them:"how?"

Siya:"ChristinaandMavispleasegoandfetchthose

foolsupstairs."Waitwhatishappeninghere.I

lookedathimandhewasjustsmiling.

Me:"what'shappeninghere."Hejusthuggedme.

Chumaniwasnowheretobeseenalso.



Chumani:"mamam"heyelledfromwhereever.

Me:"whereareyou."Hegotoutunderthetable

laughinghewaseatingthefoodonthetable.This

child.

After5minutesorsotheyallcamedownusingthe

elevator.Holdonthereisalsoaelevatorherewow.

Cage:"whoeverownsthishouseislucky.Other

peoplelivehappily."

Riri:"didyouseethejacuzzitubIwouldskipwork

justsittherethewholedaydrinkingchampagne

darling."Hesaidsippinghischampagne.We

laughedathim.

TT:"I'mnottalkingabouttheroomthathasthe

system.Likeall13ofuscanplayatonce."



Theguys:"bro"

Ayola:"didyouseetheindoorcinemaIwouldwatch

moviesandcuddlewithmybabythewholeday."

Snakes:"babe."

Snakes:"italsohasapoolnotswimmingpool."We

laughed.

Thando:"haykethekitchen.Iwouldhiremyteam

andtheywouldn'tcomplainaboutspace.Thereis

alsoapentryfulloffood."Theywere

complementingthehouse

Zimi:"entlekSiyawho'shouseisthis?"Hesmiled.



Siya:"mywife'shouse."Ilookedathimopeningmy

bigeye's.

Me:"what?"ThatcameoutasawhisperIwas

alreadyintearsImeanthehouseistherealshit.

Siya:"surprise!!"Ijumpedontopofhimandhugged

himtightly.Theguyswerecheeringupforus.

Them:"topdecklantsosebahle(youalllook

beautiful)"wegiggled.

Siya:"wellthat'snottheonlysurpriseIhave.

Christinabringthemin."Waitweredidshegetout?

I'msogoingtogetlosthere.

Christinawalkedthroughthefrontdoorwith2

babiesinacarseathuggingeachothersleeping.

Thatwasthemostbeautifulsighttoeverwitness



theylookedcute.

WaitthesekidslookexactlylikemeandSiya.I

lookedathim.Hewassmiling.

Me:"siyangobaniaba(whoarethey)"

Siya:"ourchildren"

Us:"what.Ain'ttheydead."

Siya:"deadbanthwanabakhabaninever(who's

children?)"Wealllookedathimshocked.

TT:"buthowbro."

Us:"yeahhow?"Ijustwenttomykids.Itookthegirl.



Me:"whatdidyounamethem."Hewasallsmiley

Siya:"NkanyeziSiyandaandUvuyoAyanda.The

wayyouwantedtonamethem."Ismiledlookingat

mybabieswithtearsinmyeyes.

Theybothcried.SiyacametotakeUvuyo.

Siya:"theycan'tsleepwithouteachother."

Us:"what?"

Siya:"yeahtheyfeelitwhenoneisnotnexttothe

other.Theyshareatightbond."Wemanagedto

calmthemdown,wefedthem.

Cage:"buthow?"Wewereallhavingthefoodand



drinksservedbytheChristinaandMavis.

Siya:"rememberwhenwewenttothedoctorand

shetoldusthatwearegoingtoloosethemoryou."

Me:"yeah"Inodded.

Siya:"wellIknewthatsomethingwasn'tright.She

wasactuallyworkingforVusumzi.Thedaywhen

yougavebirthIknewsomethingwasgoingtogo

wrong.Iorganizedagynecologistoneofmyold

timefriendstogotothewarehouse.Afterthe

bombingoftheambulanceIquicklytookyouout

andwenttothewarehouse-rememberthelong

drivehetook?-youwerestillconsciousthattime.

Youdeliveredthebabiessafelyandthedoctortook

them.Aus'Maviswastheonetakingcareofthem

thiswholetime.Yeahthat'swhathappened."Weall

lookedathimshocked.Ican'tbelieveIdon't

rememberdeliveringmybabies.



Ayola:"youguysaretrulyfullofsurprisesrhaa."

Theothers:"bro"wechuckled.

NowonderIfeltmybabiespresence.

Me:"howcomeIdon'trememberathing"

Siya:"ohhthedoctorsuggestedshegivesyouan

injectiontonotrememberathingsinceIwantedto

getridoftheenemyfirstIdidn'twantourchildren

todieforreal.Andyouweregoingtowantyour

childrenASAP"heshrugged.Wechuckled.

Me:"v'tsek"welaughed"butthankyouthough"I

kissedhim.



Lethabo:"anymoresecrets"shelookedatus.

MeandSiya:"nothingfromme."Weliftedourhands

up.Theylaughed.Thekidsweregoingaroundsana

hee.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Siya:"Iloveyoumore"wekissed.

Theguys:"nottodaytopdeck"wepulledoutand

laughed.

Wehadagreattimeatthenewhouse.Itwasa

smallhousewarmingparty.Ienjoyedmyself.No

cap.Neveradullmomentwithmyfriends.

Can'twaittobondwithmykids.



AndChristinaandMaviscamebackwithallour

clothesandthings.SiyaisthebestIswear.Ilove

himsomuch.Iseriouslycan'timaginemylife

withouthim.

IswearIwilldie.Ilovehimsomuch.Thatmanis

myeverything.

NowIhave3kidsChumaniOwethumyfirstand

NkanyeziSiyandaandUvuyoAyandamylastborns.

Ilovemykidssomuch.

IwilldieprotectingthemalongsidewithSiya.Can't

waittolivetherestofmylifewiththem.

Ilovemyfamilysomuch.Nocap.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Happy?WhatcanIsayhappyisanunderstatement.

Ineverthoughtlifewouldbethisgood.

Ihaveagoodhusband.Mykidsarethebestthing

ever.TheygetalongjustfineevenChumaniloves

thetwins.



Siyaismyeverything.Iwon'tgettiredofsayingthat.

Ifitwasn'tforhimIdon'tknowhowmylifewould

belike.

Happinessileft,rightandcenter.HowdidIbecome

solucky.IneverthoughtIwouldupendlikethis.

IalwaysthoughtIwouldendupinmyown

apartment.Jumpingfromboytoboymendingmy

brokenheart.

ButinsteadI'mhappywithoutareason.

ThedooropenasIwasstillintheindoorgym.This

houseisthebestI'mtellingyou.

EveryFridaywewatchmoviesasafamily.Wedon't

waistmoneyingoingout.Wejustenjoyourselves

indoors.



Thetwinsarealwaysineachother'shandsimagine.

Theyonlyseparateoncetheyareawake.

Theylookadorablewhentheyaretogetherthough.I

lookedatthedoor.Myhusbandwasstandingthere

lookingatme.

Me:"hunny"

Him:"bunnyIcameheretotellyouthattommorow

wegoingtoPEforthechildren'sceremony."

Iliterallyjumpedoffthebikegym.Imeanhedidn't

informme.Thishusbandofmine.

Me:"what?Youdidn'teveninformme.Ihaven'teven

boughtanoutfit.Ineedtodomyhair.Nottoforget

p..."Helaughed



Him:"calmdownbaby.Ialreadyboughtyouan

outfityouwillseeittomorrow.AndAus'Mavishas

alreadypackedourbags.Allyouneedtodoatthe

endlesslistyouweretalkingaboutistodoyourhair.

Thoughthereisnothingwrong."

Me:"wellthereis.MoveIhavetogo."Ishovedhim

againstthedoorframeandranout.Hewas

laughingatme.

Thisguy.Ialsogotlosttryingtofindmyroom.This

houseisbigNocap.

It'saFridayafternoonsoI'mhopingit'snotfullat

thesalon.Icalmeddownandwalkedtomyroom.

Itookaquickshower.Lotionedthanworemy

sweatpantswithSiya'sShirt.Iworemytekkieand

rantotheelevator.



Thekidsareatschool.UmnaI'mstillonmy6

monthsleave.Siyaishisownbosssohehadan

earlyday.

Igotdown,Itookmyleatherjacket,helmetandthe

mottobike'skeys.

Iusedthedoorthatleadsyoutothegarage.Igotin

andtookthebike.

IspeedoftoRiri'ssalon.Ihopehisinsothathecan

squeezemeinifit'sfull.

Igotinandletoutahugesigh.Therewereonly5

people.It'sstillworkhoursthat'swhy.

MytimecameandIdidmyhair.Ididbraids.They

reallydosuitme.Theyarenotlongones.



ItwasgettinglatesoIwenthome.Iheardanoise

comingfromtheinside.

WhenIgotinthekidsweregigglingplayingwith

siya.Whatacutesighttowatch.Itookapictureof

themandpostedit.

WellChristinaandMavisarenotstayinmaidsthey

gohomeat5.Theycome4timesaweek.

Me:"havingfunwithoutme?"Theylookedatme

andsmiled.

JealousdownIhavethemostbeautifulkidsever.

Nottoforgetmyhandsomehusband.Mykneesgo

weakeverytimeIseehimsmile.Ibecamewetina

splitsecond.



ThetwinsclappedtheirhandsandChumanicame

tome.Ipickedhimup.

Weplayedsoccerlikeoldtimeswillthetwinswere

sittingtherecheeringforusgigglingclappingtheir

hands.

Weorderedinthat'swhyI'mnotcooking.Thewasa

knock.

Siya:"mustbethedeliveryguybabycardlakho

please."Igavehimmycard.

Hecamebackwiththedifferenttypesoffood.I

orderedribswithchipslargechipsforthekidsalso.

Siyaorderedtripledecker.Wewillsharezobona.

Me:"lemmedishup."HegavemethefoodIwalked

tothekitchen.



Siya:"whichanimationarewechoosingtoday?"He

yelled.

Me:"nope.Wehaveanearlymorningtomorrow.We

can'tbesleepy.Soafterdinnerweareretiringto

bed."Iyelledback.

Them:"huu"Iknowthat'ssiyaandChumani.See

whatIsaid.Ilaughed.

Ifinisheddishingupandcalledthem.Mademash

forthetwins.Chumaniyenahewilleat1sliceof

pizza,friesandlittlebitoftheribs.

Weweresittingatthetablenow.Iwasfeeding

UvuyowillSiyawasfeedingChumaniandNkanyezi.

Wewerealsofeedingourselves.



Siya:"let'shaveanotheronesothatwecanhavean

oddnumber."Ilookedathimwiththatyourcrazy

look.

Me:"ifyouwillingtocarryhimIdon'tmind."I

shrugged.HelookedatmeandIlaughed.

Siya:"mxmke"Ilaughedathissulkingself.

Me:"whenarewecomingbackandIhopeweare

notgoingtothevillageside.Iwon'tbeabletogo

andfetchwaterEverytime."Helaughed

Him:"weit'sabasicallyaruralareabutit'slikeyour

livingekasiyabo."Inodded.

Me:"better.Whattimeareweleavingat?"



Siya:"wellweareneededthereinthemorningfor

theslaughteringofthegoats.Sowearedeparting

at7amwewillgettherearound9amaddingthe

drivetothehouse."

Me:"youhaveitallcalculatedIsee."Hechuckled.

Hekissedmycheekbeforecollectingtheplates.

Me:"Iwilltakegogivethekidsabathsolong."I

yelledsincehewasatthekitchen.

Him:"Iwilljoinyouinbedinafew."Heyelledback.

IplacedNkanyezionmyback.TookUvuyoalsoand

heldhimatthefront.Chumaniwillwalk.I'Mnothis

father.

Healwaysholdsall3ofthematonce.FitlaKaka.



Chumani:"Nammama(metoomom)"

Me:"haiklkandongutatakhoumnaandabakwazu

hambao'Nkanyezi(I'mnotyourdadandthetwins

can'twalk)"hejustnoddedfrowning.Thischild.

BeforehecriedIgatheredallmystrengthandlifted

himupalso.Thesmirkonhisface.

Thislittledevil.Iwalkedtotheelevator.Ifthere

wasn'tanelevatorIwasgoingtostraggle.

Aftermakingsuretheyareallasleep.Iwalkedto

myroom.Iheardthewaterrunning.Istripped

nakedandwalkedinthebigen-suit.

Trustmeitisbig.Ithas2showers.Iwalkedinthe

shower.



Me:"youdidn'tevenwaitforme.I'msoangryright

nowIdon'tevenwanttogiveyouablowjob."Isaid

wearingmyshowercap.Hismanhoodbecamehard

inasplitsecond.Ilaughed.

Iletthewaterhitmewillwashing.Nextthing

someoneturnedmegentlyyetroughly.

ThatwasSiyamthandaIknowhistouch.Hewas

behindmeIwasholdingthewetwall.

Hebreathedheavilyonmyneck.Thatsentshivers

downmyspine.Heenteredfrombehindwithout

warning.

Wehadacoupleofrounds.Wedideveryexisting

style.Weevensleptnaked.

At5amIwokeup.Ididmydailyroutineandwore



mygown.Iwillwearmyclothesbeforegoing.

Iwalkedouttothekitchentomakefarmhouse

breakfastourfavorite.Iplaceditinthewarmer.I

madesoftporridgeforthekids.

Iwalkedwithitupstairs.Itwas5to6.Ihaveto

wakeSiyaupfirst.

Ipartedhislipswithmytongue,bitehislowerlip

gentlyandsuckedit.Ikissedhimtillheresponded.

Ipulledoutandhegroaned.

Me:"wakeupbabywehavetogo."Henodded

beforeopeninghiseyes.

Him:"goodmorning"hegavemeapeck.



Me:"morningmylovenowstandupsothatwecan

leave."Henodded.

ItooktheporridgeandwalkedinChumani'sroom.I

wokehimupandfedhim.

AfterfeedinghimIbathedhimandwenttoplace

himatmyroomsincehisfatheristhere.

Iwalkedtothetwinsroomandtheywerestill

sleepinghuggingeachother.

OnthingIloveabouttheirbondisthattheywakeup

onceatnightsotheykeepeachotherwarmatnight

willcuddling.

IwokethemupanddidthesameasIdidwith

Chumani.Theywerealldressedupnow.



AlsoSiya.

Me:"Iplacedyourfoodinthewarmermylove."I

saidthatdoingmysimplemakeup.

Him:"haveyoueaten."

Me:"nopeIwilleatonceI'mdone."Hewalkedout

leavingthekidswillme.

Theywereplayingwithourphones.Siyacameback

with2plates.Healsobroughtmyfood.

Siya:"come.Iwillfeedyou."Inoddedsmilingathim.

SeewhenIsayhisthebest.

Hefedmegivingmekisseshereandthere.Where

bothwearingxhosaattires.



Iwaswearingawhitedresswithblackstripesanda

blackdoek.SiyawaswearingallblackIworemy

pencilheelwhilehewaswearinghisformalred

bottoms.

Me:"youreallydoknowmysize.Thanksforthe

dress"Isaidkissinghim.

Him:"IKnowmywifethat'swhy."Whenwewere

donewewenttotheairportandtookoftoPE.

WeusedhisPrivateJetasalways.Wegotthereand

therewasacaralreadywaitingforus.Wegottoit

andwhoeverwasintherewasululating

Anold/youngwomanwalkedout.

Siya:"dabawo(aunt)"Iguessit'shisaunt.They



hugged.

Shelookedatmesmiling.Ireturnedthesmile.She

huggedmeIhuggedherback.

ShebentdowntokissChumanithanshekissedthe

twins.

Ijusthopethateveryonewilltreatmethesame.

Siya:"besingazothathwatancina?(wasn'tuncle

theonewhowasgoingtofetchus?)"Wewere

placingthebagsintheboat.

Hisaunt:"oohmxmlowoyamazinjanixakuko

abanthu(oohthatoneyouKnowhowheislike

whenheseespeople)yourdrivingmyfeetare

hurtingrhaa.Wehavebeengoingupanddownfor

thekidsceremony."Siyarolledhiseyes.



Him:"whysuffercauseit'saceremonyforthekids

it'snotawedding."Auntchuckled.

Aunty:"wellitlooksliketherewillbeawedding.You

knowhowbigyourfamilyisthereisevenatent

outside."Wetookoff.

Wedrovehavingalightchat.Thisauntisactually

cool.Meandhergotalongsowell.Siyawashappy.

Nocap.

WewenttoUitenhageactually.Whenwegottothe

houseitwasbigandtherewasalsoatentoutside.

HaiboIthoughtitwasakidsceremonynota

wedding.

Therewerepeoplegoingupanddown.Blackpots

everywhere.Neversawsuchabigandbeautiful

familyinoneplace.



Whenwegotoutofthecareveryonelookedatus.I

washoldingChumaniwhileSiyawasholding

NkanyeziandAndiswa-theaunt-Uvuyo.

ForamomentthereIthoughttheydon'tloveusbut

theyjustsangasongthatgoeslike'kanibajongeni

yooohhalalaKanibajongeniyooohhalala'.

Ululationsandthesongfilledthewholestreet.I

wassohappyyoooh.Thisfamilyissowelcoming.

Thepeoplefromthestreetwherelookingatus.

You'llknowhowXhosa'sare.Ibetthewhole

communitywillbehere.

WeweresmilingnoSiya.Hisfamilysurelydoes

lovehim.Wewalkedingreetingeveryone.

Siya:"let'sgoIwanttogreetMkhulu"Inodded.

PeoplewantedtotakethechildrenbutSiyasaidhe



willcomebackwiththemwewanttogreetMkhulu.

Wewalkedinhisroom.Iswearthemomenthefelt

ourpresencehebecamehappy.Hewasjustsitting

attheroomwatchingoutsidethewindow.

SiyaplacedNkanyeziontopofthebedandwentto

greetMkhulu.Ialsowenttogreethim.Hewasall

shadesofhappy.

Mkhulu:"bendicifanbazofangatshatangakwedini

zothiywandimloGamalomzi(Ithoughtyouwhere

goingtodiewithoutgettingmarried.Iwillnameher

whenyougetmarried.)"welaughed.

Me:"kamendokwenzelaiteatata(lemmegomake

youteaMkhulu)"

Mkhulu:"okaymolokazanahaikethilekwediniumhle



yenaifbendingekomdalabendizokutyela(you

chosehereboysheisbeautifulifIwasn'toldIwas

goingtotakeherformyself)"siyagavehimadead

stare.Welaughedathim.

Siya:"Andisakuni...(I'mnotgoi..)"Iwalkedoutwill

hewasthreateninghim.

Ihadtogreeteveryone.Theoldwomanatthefront

wantedhugs.WhoamItonothugthem.Theyare

welcominganyway.

Iwalkedtothekitchenwhichisbig.Thewife's

ululated.

MIL-motherinlaw-:"nankukeguysMalokazana

wamlobendiniqayiselangayemfazikaSiya(here

sheguysmydaughterinlawtheoneIwasbragging

about.Siya'swife)"



Igottoknowtheirnames.Siya'smotherwasalso

herealsoThetwins.Therearemanywife'shere

rhaa.

Siyolice:"umhlenyankuninisikilindile(sheis

indeedbeautiful.Wehavebeenwaitingforyou)"

Smamye:"hopeyouwillenjoyyourselfandwelcome

tothefamily.Weloveeachotherkethinaapha.We

treateachotherlikesistershopeyouwillenjoy

beingherewithus.Pleasefeelfreethisisalsoyour

home."Inoddedandwipedmytears.

Itwastearsofjoyguys.

Me:"Enkosiniforwelcomingmehere(thankyou'll)"

theyallcametohugme.

Ineverfeltsomuchlovefromstrangers.Imadetea



forMkhuluandwechattedabit.Heissuchagreat

person.Heisfreespiritedalso.

Ienjoyedmytimewithhim.WhenIwasdone'

gossiping'withMkhuluaboutmyhusbandIwentto

thekitchentohelptheladies.

Thekitchenwasfilledwithlaugher.thekidswhere

outsidewithSiya.TheyareneededattheFrontit's

theirceremonyafterall.

Everyonewasgushingallovermeandmykids.

Siyawasevenjealous.Rollingmyeyes.

Hehuggedmefrombehindbenukaumsi.

Lathitha:"WTFbazalwanaaaphandlerhadebe

anisozenizobangolovieydovieysikhona(no

outsideRhadebeyoucan'tbelovieydovieywillwe



arehere)"wealllaughed

Siya:"sunxamaLathithandizokuHoyangoku.Seryt

mocbabyawuneed.into(waitLathithaIwill

answeryounow.Areyoustillfinemylovedon'tyou

needsomething)"Ishookmyhead.Wekissed.They

startedcomplaining

Minnie:"bayekeniabaguysniziwaistelaxetshaqa

Nini(leavethemguysyouallarewaistingyour

time)"wealllaughed.

Siya:"haiwethuguysbendizocheckmfaziwakwa

Rhadebeandinovakamnandiyenaengavi

kamnandikungakubiklk(noguysIwantedto

checktheRhadebebrideIcan'thavefunwillshe

isn't.Itwillturnoutugly)"wealllaughed.

Hewalkedoutandwecontinuedhavingfun.It

wasn'tmuchworksincethereisalotofus.



Theceremonywentwell.Therewasalsoalittlebit

ofrain.Youshouldhaveseeneveryonebeingjoyful.

Raintothemmeansthattheancestorsare

watchingoverthem.Ireallydidenjoymyself.

Goodthingsseemtobefollowingmethesedays.

Beingacceptedbyyourhusbandfamilyispriceless.

I'mtellingyouall.

IlovesiyaandthelastthingIwantisnotbeing

acceptedbyhisfamily.

LIFEISGOODHEY.NDIHAPPY.HAPPINESSALL

OVERGUYS.NDINOMNYENIONOTHANDO.

ABANTHWANATHATAREADORABLE.WHAT

MORECANIASKFOR.MYHUSBAND'SFAMILY

ALSOLOVESME.



NDIHAPPY.
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Thando

Lwethuhasbeentreatingmegreat.I'mgratefulfor

theloveheshowsme.



Hesupportmeineverything.Idon'tknowhowIwill

everrepayhim.Thoughhesayshedoesn'twant

anythinginreturnheisdoingthisfromthe

goodnessofhisheart.AndIwillnevermakethe

mistakeofleavinghim.Hehasbeenwithme

throughmyworse.

Heknowsmebetterthananybodyelse.Iwillalways

bethereforhim.

MaybeIshouldjustgivehimkidshereallywantsto

havethem.ThankGodionlyhave1yearleftnow.

SothatIcangivehimwhathewants.Healways

doesaphaKumsowhynot.

Iwillthanworkandgetmoney.Iwouldreallyloveto

helpLwethuaround,it'sonlyfair.



IjustgotbackfromschoolIhavestartedwithmy

examsit'sNovembernow.

Istartedattheclinicjusttogetmyinjectionfor

prevention.Icomehereevery3monthseversinceI

havebeensexuallyactive.

IgettothehospitalandtheyfirsttestmeforSTD's

andforpregnancy.IusuallycomewithLwethubut

hehasbeenincourtthewholeday.

Iwaitthereimpatientlyforthedoctor.Shecomes

back.

Dr:"sorryforkeepingyouwaiting.1ofthenew

nurseswherelostsoihadtohelpout."Inodded

smiling.

Me:"noneedtoexplain.Iunderstand."Shenodded



Her:"Iseeyouareonyourowntodaywhereisyour

husbandifyoudon'tmindmeasking."

Peopleaddressusashusbandandwifeimagine.

ButIdon'tseesomethingwrongIlikeitwhenthey

callmehiswife.

Me:"oohIdon'tmindatall.Hehasbeenincourtthe

wholeday."Shenoddedsmiling.

Her:"let'sgettobusiness.Wellthereisnoside

effectsinSTD's.Andyourpregnant."Myheart

stoppedforasecondthereandIlookedather.

Me:"what?"Thatcameoutasawhisper

Doctor:"yeahyourstillonyourfirsttrimesteryour

12weekspregnant."Ilookedather.Idon'tknowif



it'sgoodnewsofnot.

IjusthopeLwethuwillbehappy.Ilookedatmy

body.FuckIhavegainedweight.Thesecooking

clothesareabitbigmaybethat'sthereasonwhyI

neverrealized.

AndwhenIgethomeIalwayssettleinforLwethu's

t-shirts.Ipokedmystomachanditwashard.

Me:"howcomebecauseI'montheneedle."

Her:"theyarenot100%safe.Didyouwaitafter

havingyourNeedle3monthsback."

Me:"noIdidn'twait."

Her:"thanthat'swhy.Pleaseplaysafe.Yournext



appointmentisin2weeks.Ihavealreadybookeda

gynecologistforyou.Hewilltakeyouthrough

everything."Inoddedwithasmile.

Me:"thankyoudoc.Canweperhapsdoascanyou

knowIwanttoshowmyhusbandwhenIgethome."

Shenoddedandtookmetothegynecologist.

Shegavemethescans.Iwenthome.Itookoutthe

colourstickyminipagesinmybagandstarted

writingonthem.

Iwon'ttellhimdirectly.Thefirstonewentlike.

'pleaseremoveyourfeetofthecoffeetableandgo

takeashower.'Iplacedthatontopoftheremote.

'whenyourdoneshoweringgotakeyourfavorite

sandwichinthefridge'Iplacedthesecondoneon



theshowerdoor.

'afterfeedingyourselfpleasegotothelastplace

wehadsexat.Iknowyourprobablysickofthe

gamenowbutIloveyou'Iplacedthethirdoneon

theplate.

'hopeyournottiredbynowthisisthelaststicker

beforefindingoutwhyI'mdoingthis.Pleasekindly

gotothespareroomyousaiditwillbeforourfirst

born.'Iplacedthestickerontopofthestudytable.

Iwenttotheroomandtookasmallbox.Iplaced

thescaninitandwrappeditwillaredribbon.

'hopeyourreadytowakeupinthemiddleofthe

nighttofeedyourbaby.CausewePregnantmy

love'Iplacedthestickerinbox.



Ihopeeverythinggoeswell.Iwentoutsidetomy

favoriteplacethegarden.

Ialwayscomeheretoreadcookingbooksand

listentomusic.It'salwaysrelaxing.

After15minutesorsoIheardhiscarpullingup.his

hereearly.His,hisownbossafterall.

Iwaitpatientlyforhim.Heknowswheretofindme

everyday.

After30minutes.Iwaslookingatthekitchendoor.I

wasnervousnow.Whatifhedoesn'twantthis

child.

Iwillhavetoworkhardandfeedmychildyeahif

that'sthecase.ButI'mdefinitelynotdoingan

abortion.



Itouchmystomachandcriedthinkingabout

negativethingsonly.MaybeIshouldjustgoand

packmybagsandleave.

YeahIshoulddothat.AsIwasabouttostandup

andgopackmybags.Lwethucameoutrunning.

Hecametomeandhuggedmeliketommorow

doesn'texist.Hewasalsocrying.Hehasalways

wantedababy.

I'mgladIwasthefirstpersontoprovidehimwith

one.ICan'twait.

Nextthinghisonhisknees.Hetookoutaredbox.

Myeyessparkleswithtear.I'mcryingknow.

Lwethu:"Ihavebeenplanningtopopthisquestion



nowintheafternoonbutwhynotpopthequestion

nowwhenwejustreceivedgoodnews.Weare

goingtobeparents.I'mgoingtobeafatherto

someoneonesoon.I'msohappyright.Ihadalong

speechpreparedfortoday'sdinnerwhatIjust

foundoutmademeevenforgetaboutit.Letme

stopbeatingaroundthebushcauseI'mnoteven

Makingsenserightnow-Igiggled&hechuckled-

canyoupleasemakemethehappiestmanaliveby

marringme."Inoddedvirgously.

Me:"yesIwillmarryyou."Heslippedthediamond

ringin.Hestoodupandkissedme.

Ibecamehornyinablinkofaneye.Ijumpedand

wrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistwithoutbreaking

thekiss.Ibitehim.

Him:"ouch"



Me:"sorry"wesaidthroughthekiss

Hegrabbedmyassandwalkedinthehouse

undressingeachother.

Youknowthedrill.Iwasnowlookingattheceiling

withLwethuwrappingarmsaroundmyabdomen

andhisheadontopofmystomach.

Me:"takaozayopleaseremoveyourbigheadonmy

stomachyouwillhurtmychild."Hekissedmy

stomachbeforelookingatme.Hechuckledthan

wanttothesamepositionagain.

Him:"I'mstillbondingwithmybabygirlheredon't

bejealousplease."Hecontinuedtalkingtomychild

orshouldIsayours,yeahsoundsgreatthatway.I

laughed



Me:"shehasalreadytakenmyplacearghh"he

laughed.

Him:"noonewillevertakeyourplacemylove.I'm

justbondingwiththebeautifulcreaturewecreated.

I'mgoingtobeafathercabanga."Ismiledknowing

howmuchhappyheisnow.Iwantnothingbutto

seehimhappy.

Me:"foramomentthereIthoughtyouwon'taccept

thekidIwasreadytoleaveandgobacktomy

mother'splace."Isaidthelastparthard.Tears

cameoutofmyeyes.

Heunwrappedhishandsandcametohugme.

Him:"it'sokaybaby.Youhavemeandourunborn

child."Wekissed.



Me:"yourright"hemademesitupstraightandlook

athim.

Him:"Iknowitwillbehardforyoubabybutyou

havetogohomebabyatleastaskforyouruncle's

number.Iwanttopaylobolaandthedamagesat

theendoftheweek.Pleasebabygetatleastyour

uncle'snumber.Iwanttodothingstherightway.I

don'twanttheancestorstobemadatusandour

marriagetoend.Iwanttobehappywithyou."I

noddedunderstandwhereheiscomingfrom.

Me:"Iwillgotheretomorrow.Afterschool."

Him:"Iwillgiveyoumycarsothatyoucanshowoff.

Iknowyouloveshowingoff."Hesaidrollinghis

eyes.Welaughed.

Sincehisagooddriverhetaughtmehowtodrive

andI'mquitegood.



Me:"andIwillbewearingmyfulluniformfrom

school.Iwantourneighborswhousedtolaughat

mewhenIwasleavingatthestreettobeleftwith

somethingtotalkaboutandleavetheirmouths

hanging."Welaughed.

Him:"Myfiancewithshowingoff.Your23forcrying

outloud.Imaginewhenyourolder.Idon'twantto

eventhinkaboutit."Hesaidholdinghiswaist.I

laughed

Me:"haiboIdon'tshowoffthatmuch.Butiwillstop

showingoffke."Welaughed.

Him:"yeahlet'sgetreadyIbookedthewhole

restaurantforusandyourfavoritechefiscooking."

Ismiledlookingathim.

Hereallydoesknowhowtomakemehappy.



Wedidourdailyroutineandworeformal.Wewent

tothedinneranditwasindeedbeautifulthere.

Thesetupwasgreat.Lateronaftertheblissful

dinnerwehad.Wewenthome.

Iwasreallyhappy.ThenextdayIwokeupdid

everythingIneededtodo.Mybabywasn'tgoingto

worksoheletmeusehiscar.

ImadesurethatIleftbreakfastandlunchforhim.I

don'twantmybabytobehungryorstrugglewhen

I'mgone.

AfterschoolIwenttomyhood.

Igotthereandstaredatmyfather'shouseforan

hour.ThegrassislongthestoopisdirtyEventhe



windows.I'msureit'sworseinside.

Theneighborshavebeenpickingthroughtheir

windowslookingatthecar.Ifinallygatheredmy

strengthandgotout.

IswearIsawpeoplemakingasiftheyareopening

windowsorsomething.Iwantedtoshoutandsay.

'ndimbitchescomeoutandseeforyourselves.Did

youallthinkIwillenduponthestreetsrhaa.'Iwas

wearingmychefclothes.

IwalkedinwiththatpowerWalkofmine.Igottothe

olddoorandknocked.

:"Come-cough-in-cough-"that'smymother'svoice.

Shedoesn'tsoundalright.



Idon'thesitatetoopentheredoor.Irushedinand

foundmymotheronthebedinthemostterrifying

wayever.Sheissick.

Her:"Thandolwethu."Shecough.Andtearscame

outofhereyes.

Thehousewasevensmelling.

Me:"whathappenedhere.What'swrongwithyou."I

askedworried.AndIwascrying.

Thesmellwastobadtobeignored.Irushedtothe

toilet.Andvomited.Iwasevencrying.

Pregnancyistestingme.It'sanRDPhouse.I

walkedbacktoher.



Me:"sorryaboutthat."Shenoddedcrying.

Her:"Iunderstanditsmellshere.Andyourpregnant

atthesametime."Ilookedatmybelly.

Me:"whatHappened?What'swrongwithyou?"

.
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Thando

Her:"IhaveTBandBuntuleftmewithHuman

Papillomavirus"Iturnedtolookatherfasterthan

thoughtscomingintoyourmind.

Me:"TBandHPV"Iwidenedmyeyes.Shenodded

crying.

Her:"I'msorryforchasingyouaway-coughing-I

wasjustprotectingyoufromhim-cough-.IknowI

shouldhavechasedhimaway-cough-insteadbut

hepromisedtocomeandkillus-cough-thewayhe

killedyourfather."Ilookedatherwithtearsinmy

eyes.

Me:"what?"Shenodded.

Her:"Iwasonlyprotectingyou.IKnowIwaswrong



forchasingyououtbutIdidn'twanthimtorapeyou

orkillyou."Shecoughed.Icried.

Me:"Iwasstarvingalltheseyearshatingyoubut

nowthis."

Her:"Iwasworried-cough-aboutyou-cough-.I

thinkabout-cough-youeveryday.-cough-I'msorry

that-cough-Ihadtochase-cough-youawayitwas

never-cough-myintentionsto-cough-chaseyou

away.-cough-Yourmyonly-cough-childandIlove

you-cough-.Idon'twantyou-cough-tothinkthat

I'm-cough-sayingallthis-cough-becauseyou

have-cough-moneynowbutI'm-cough-sayingthis

fromthebottomofmyheart-cough-I'mreallysorry

forleaving-cough-youinthestreets.-cough-Ilove

youokay.AndIwill-cough-alwaysloveyou.-cough

-Forgivemeplease."Shecougheduncontrollably.

Nextthingsheisdown.

Ilookedatherwithmyeyeswideopen.Iwasstack



inoneplace.Isnappedoutofeverythingand

quicklycalledtheambulance.

Itcameafter30minutesIwasloosingitbitbybit.I

followedbehindit.

Iopenedafileforher.Iwentwithhertoaprivate

Hospital.Thisisgoingtocostmeafortune.She

doesn'thaveamedicalaid.

ButIdon'tmindsheismymotherafterall.Butit

doesn'tmeanIhaveforgottenwhatshedid.She

couldhavemadeaplanasamother.

Butthanagainshewasstillnotfineaftermyfather

andherbrothersdeath.Havingtodealwith

someone'sdeathandthanlateronbeingbeing

sexuallyassaultedbyyourpartnerskillerisn'tajoke.



Wellmymotherandfatherwerenotmarriedthey

weregoingtogetmarriedbutthanhedied.I'm

usingmymotherssurname.

Shewasprotectingmeafterall.Iwasdisturbed

frommythoughtsbymygrumpytummy.

Iwalkedtothecafeteriaandbought2burgers,

Spriteand2slabchocolates.Iwalkedbacktothe

waitingroomeatingmyfood.

Iwaitedforabout5minutes.

:"NomzamoNzungu"Istoodupandwalkedtothe

doctor.

Me:"I'Mherdaughter."



Dr.:"wellyourmotherwasnottakinghertreatment

forTB.Shehastotakehertreatmentornexttime

shewon'tbelucky.ShewasalsogrowingWarts

sinceshehasHPVshewasalsonottakingthat

treatment.Sorrytosaythisbutyourmotherhas

CervicalCancer.Luckilysheisstillinstage1the

tumorisnotgreaterthan40cmindiameter

meaningthatit'streatable.Wehavetoperformthe

surgeryassoonaspossiblebeforehercancergoes

tostage2.Herearetheformsforyoutosignifyou

wantastoperformthesurgery.ButIsawthatshe

doesn'thaveamedicalaidifyoudecidetopayit

willcostyoualot."Iplacedonehandonmyknee

andtheotheronmyheart.

Ican'tlooseher.SheistheonlyparentIhave.

Me:"howmuchwillitcost."Iaskedlookingdown

closingmyeyes.

Ionlyhave200000rinmybankaccount.Isaved



moneyforCapital.thatIwillusetobuymyown

restaurant.

WheneverLwethugivesmemoneyIsaveitup.I

buywhateverIneedwhenIneedit.

Ahumanbeingismoreimportantthanmaterial

things.Andinthiscaseit'smymotherslife.No

matterhowshetreatedmeinthepastsheisstill

mymother.

Iholdmystomachtryingmybestnottostress.I

don'twanttoloosemychild.SheandLwethuare

myfirstpriorityafterall.

Dr.:"25000r"Inodded.Withmyeyesstillclosed.At

least.

Me:"givemethepapersIwillsign."Hegavemethe



papers.Ireadthepapersbeforesigning.Idon't

trustthesepeople.

Him:"thedoctorisstillcomingthesurgerywillbe

performedin2hours."Inodded

Me:"canIperhapsseeher."

Him:"yesyoucanpleasefollowme."Ifollowed

behindhim.Wegottotheroomandheexcused

himself.

Mom:"theysayIhavecancer."Irushedtoherand

huggedher.

Me:"everythingwillbealrightdon'tworry."

Mom:"Idon'thavemoneyforsurgerysoIwon't



makeit."

Me:"Ipaidforyoursurgerydon'tworry."

Mom:"wheredidyougetthatkindofmoneyyoustill

havetofeedyourunbornchild.Pleasedon'tworry

aboutmeIdeserveeve..."

Me:"nodon'tsaythatyoudeservetolive.Ihave

beensavingmoneytobymyownrestaurantItook

moneyfromit."

Mom:"Iwon'tallowyoutodothat.Wherewillyou

getmoneyagainpleasekeepyourmoneyIwillbe

fine."Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Iwillmakeaplan."



Mom:"Iwillhavetorepayyouthan."

Me:"thereisnoneedforthat.Let'sstoptalking

aboutdepressingthings.I'mgettingmarriedsoon."

Shesmiled.

Her:"really."Inoddedvirgously.

Her:"Ihopehewilltreatyougreat.Idon'twantyou

tosufferandyouhaveakidontheway."

Me:'hetreatsmegreatactually.Weloveeachother

somuch.Youhavetobreakthroughthissothat

youcanseeyourgrandchildandseemegetting

married."

Mom:"it'sallinGod'shandsmychild."Inodded.



Me:"Ialmostforgot.DoyourememberAyamthanda.

MalumuSikhelela'schild."

Mom:"oohmybrotherschild."Shecried.

Me:"wellifoundher.Iwasactuallycookingather

housesinceshegotmarried."

Her:"sheismarried."Inoddedwithasmile.

Me:"yeahshealsohascute3kids.IfoundherwillI

wascookingatherhouse.Lateronwefoundout

thatyoursisterinlawisstillalive."

Mom:"Nomphelo?"Shewasshocked.

Me:"yeahturnsoutyourbrotherhastwins.Meaning

thatauntNomphelowaspregnantwithtwins.She



waskidnappedbythegynecologistthatwas

helpingher.thepersonyouallburiedwasadoll.

Butthegynecologistisdeadnowweburiedhim

week'sago."Shewasstillshocked.

Her:"what?Mybrotherishappywhereeverheis.I

needtoseethem"mymotherwasclosewithAya's

motherfromwhatIheard.

Me:"afteryoursurgery."Shenodded.

Wespokeforalongtimelikeolddays.Mymomisa

greatperson.ButIloveDadmorethanher.

ThedoctorcameinsoIhadtowaitatthewaiting

room.IwenttothecafeteriasinceIwashungry.

IboughtthesamethingsbutIaddedchipsthistime.

Itwillbealongtimewaitingafterall.Ihopeshewill



breakthroughallofthis.

Istillneedher.

IcalledLwethuhemustbeworriedaboutme.It's

8pmnow.

Callconv.

Him:"babeheyareyoualright?"Ishouldhave

calledhimearlieronhemusthavebeenworriedI'm

suchabadwife.

Me:"yesbabyIam.I'matthehospitalrightnow...."

Him:"whatI'monmyway."Hedisconnectedthecall.

ButI'mtheonewhocalledhim.



Ienjoymyburgerswithoutaworryintheworldthis

pregnancywillworkinmyfavour.IlovefoodsoI

willeatthewholetime.

AsIwasabouttoopenmyspiritLwethucameand

tookitawayfromme.

Me:"heyIwasabouttodrinkthat."Isulked.

Him:"yournotsupposetodrinkthis.Yourpregnant.

Givemethechipstoo.Oilystuffarearenotgood

foryou.Yoursupposetobeeatinghealthystuff

only."Igavehimpuppyeyes.

Him:"it'snotgoingtoworkthistime.Give."He

snatchedthemawayfromme.Heissoevil.

Me:"yousomean."Tearsburnedmyeyes.He

chuckled.



Him:"Iwillbemeanthiswholetimemydearour

babyneedstobehealth.Okay?"Inoddedcrying.

Him:"Don'tbelikethatyouIhateitwhenyoucry.I

loveyoumakaozayo."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"hehuggedmeakissedmy

forehead.

Him:"tellDaddywhat'swrongkwenzekenton'

?(whathappened)"

Inoddedbeforetellinghimeverything.

Him:"it'sgoingtobealrightbabydon'tworry.Your

motherwillbreakthroughthis.Nothingisgoingto

gowrongokay?"Inodded.Hekissedmyforehead

beforeplacingmyheadonhischestandholding



mystomach.

-aweeklater-

ItwasnowthedaythatLwethu'suncleswould

comeandpaylobolaandforthedamages.

Icleanedthehouseboughtneweverything

basicallysothatitcanfeellikehomeagain.Ialso

askedbraMosestocutthegrass.Itwasbeautiful

thanbefore.

BeforeIforget.Mymotherisfine.Sheisstrong.

ShedidmeetupwithAyamthandaandhermother

nottoforgetAyabonga.

Itwasahappyday.Theyalsocameheretoday.

Theyhaveatightbond.



Myuncle'sfrombothsidesofthefamilyalsocame.

I'msohappy.WhenthisdayendsIwillbeMrs.Zulu

traditional.

Ican'twait.IloveLwethusomuch.Ihaven'tseen

himforthelast2daysandwehavebeenkeeping

tabs.

Hepromisedtocomeandseemeafterthelobola

negotiations.

IwassittingattheroomnowwithmycousinsThe

Ayatwins.I'msonervousTheyhaven'tcameyet.

Mrs.Plaatjies:"calmdowncuztheyarecoming."I

nodded.WellIcallthembytheirmarriagesurnames.

Me:"bekuNiningoko(ithasbeenalongtime)"



MrsKuzwayo:"yoohwhatifhedoesn'twantyou

anymore."Ilookedather.Welaughed.

Me:"mxmLwethuwillneverdotha.."Iwasdisturbed

byanoiseoutside.

Wewenttolookwhoisatthegate.ItwastheZulu's

sayingourclanname's.

Me:"seeItoldyouLwethuwouldneverdothatto

me."Welaughed.

Aya'smomgotin.

Her:"stayhere.Iwillcomeandcallyouwhenthey

wanttoseeyouokay."Inodded.

Me:"yesaunt"



Her:"Iloveyouallbye."Sheclosedthedoorandwe

chuckled.

Iwasnervousthattheymightnotreachan

agreementbutmycousinsassuredmethat

everythingwillbefine.

Wechilledtogetherhavingfun.Theydidlightenup

mymood.Nolie.

Weheardululations.Ilookedatthetwins.

Them:"congratulationssthandwayourofficiallyMrs.

Tailor"wehuggedeachotherwhilelaughing.

Thedoorflewopenandmyauntwalkedin.



Her:"Izabafunaukubonababy(cometheywantto

seeyou)"Ifixedmydressandwalkedoutwithher.

IwaslookingdownasasignofrespectasIwas

answeringtheirendlessquestions.

Weservedthemwithfoodthatwascookedbyme

ofcourse.Theyenjoyedit.Astheyweredrinking

now.Igotacallfrommyhusbandtellingmetogo

outside.

Iwalkedoutsideliterallyrunningtohim.Hemetme

halfway.Hespinedmearoundwhileweare

hugging.

Him:"howareyoutodayMrs.Zulu.Thatsounds

greatdoesn'tit?"Igiggled.

Me:"yeahitdoesIcan'tbelievethatI'mfinallyMrs.



You"

Him:"ItoldfromthefirstdaywemetthatIwillmake

youmine."Welaughed

Me:"thingshappenfasthey.It'sbeenayearcloseto

2now."

Him:"youbetterbelieveitmylove."

Me:"soonwearegoingtohaveababyhopeyour

ready."

Him:"Ihavebeenwaitingforthisopportunityfora

longtime.I'mgladIwillhaveonenow."

Me:"aslongasyourhappyI'mhappy."Wesmiled

lookingdeepineachother'seyes.



Him:"MrsZulu"

Me:"MrZulu."

Him:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."

Wekissed.
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I'mnothappyanymore.Myfiancehasbeen

ignoringmeimagine.

It'sbeen3daysnow.HesaidIshouldjustgoand

spendtimewithmymother.Ididthinkingthatitis

comingfromthekindnessofhisheart.

WhenIgothome.Westoppedtalking.I'Meven

scaredofgoingtohishouse.Whatifhisbusywith

hishoe's.

Imightbeonthesecondtrimesterandtherisksare



lownowbutIwon'teventakeachance.

Iwokeupfeelinggreattoday.Iwokeupat8inthe

morning.Iwanttocleanthehouseandwashthe

clothes.AtleastIalsoboughtawashingmachineit

alsodrystheclothes.

SoIwon'tworkthatmuch.I'mdonewritingjust

waitingformyresults.

Iopenedthewindowsandcurtains.Imadethebed

andItookmyclothes.IwilltakeabathafterIhave

donethewashing.

Iwalkedtothekitchenandmymotherwas

whisperingonthephone.Sheheardmeclosethe

doorandshejumped.

Her:"heybabyhere'sbreakfast."Ilookedatherfora



while.

Me:"hello.Thankyou."Itookmyfoodandwentto

sitdown.

Her:"areyougoingtowashtheclothes?"

Me:"yeahbutIwillcleanthehousefirst."

Her:"ummhthereisnoneedforthatwehavetogo

somewheretoday."

Me:"where?"Iwascurious.

Her:"it'sasurprise.Here'sthedressyouwillwhere.

Basicallywearegoingtoatraditionalevent."Iwas

kindalostkengoku.ButIwon'tdisappointherIwill

go.



Me:"okay."Shegavemethedress.Itwasbeautiful.

Itisatraditionaldressit'swhitewithblackflower

patternbelowthebreasts.Italsohadadoek.

Me:"it'sbeautifulthankyou."

Her:"it'snothingreally."Shehasbeenactingweird

forthepastfewdays.

Me:"whenarewegoing."

Her:"gotakeabathIwillcallthemakeupattiresso

long.Iwantyoutobebeautifulwhenwegothere."I

smiled.

Me:"lemmetakeabaththan."Shenoddedsmiling.



ShetooktheplatesandwashedthemwhileIwas

takingabath.Itwassorelaxing.

WhenIwasdoneIwenttomyroomandlotioned.I

woremyunderwear.Exceptformybra.Thedressis

revilingatthetop.

AsIwasabouttogetouttogetmydressthedoor

flewopen.IwaswearingLwethu'sgown.Hisscent

smellsgreatanditkeepsmeclosertohim.

Mymomgotinwithawomanthatisholdingalittle

suitcaseIguessthat'sthemakeupartist.

Entlekwhatishappeninghere.ButIwillseewhen

thetimegoes.

Mom:"hereisthemakeupartist.Iwillchangeso



long"Ismiledandnodded.Shewalkedout

MUA:"lemmemestartwithmywork.Iwasgiven

strictinstructionsthatIshouldbedoneby10."

Me:"whatishappeningdarn."

Her:"nothingmuchyourgoingtoatraditional

ceremonyandyouhavetolookgreat."Peopledon't

evenmakesensethesedaysbutIwillletitslipe

aside.

Me:"Don'tmakemedollpleasemynaturallook

wouldbegreat.".Shenoddedandsmiled.

Her:"okaylemmegetstarted."

ShestartedDoingherjob.After30minutesshewas



done.

Her:"wowyoursobeautiful.Herelookatyourself."I

smiledlookingatmyselfIwasindeedbeautifulrhaa.

Me:"thankyousosomuch."Shenoddedbefore

packingherthingsmymothergotinululating

holdingthedress.

Mom:"youmorebeautifulnow.Comewearthe

dressI'msureitwillbemorebeautifulonyou."I

wipedmytearsbeforewearingthedress.

Itsuitsme.WowIhaveneverbeensobeautiful.The

dresslookslikeitwasmadeforme.It'slikeI'm

gettingmarriedbutphiwhenmyfianceisnowhere

tobeseen.

Itfittedmeperfectlyfine.Wipedthetearsinmy



eyesasIwascryingIseriouslycan'tbelievethat

I'mthisbeautiful.

Mymotherululatedmore.

Mom:"yourevenmorebeautifulnow.Letmehelp

youwiththedoek."Inodded.

Shehelpedmewithit.Iwasmorebeautifulnow.I

couldn'tstopadmiringmybeauty.

Onlythingthatdidn'tworkonmyfavourismy

breast.Idon'thavebreastsguys.Idon'tbut

akhonto.

Mom:"let'sgoourlifthasarrived."Inodded.I

quicklyworemyblackheel.



WewalkedoutandtherewasaGwagonoutside.

Me:"areyousellingmeoff?" Iaskedmymom.

Sherolledhereyeslaughing

Her:"whywouldI,don'tbesilly.Let'sgetinthecar

peoplearewaitingforus."

Me:"ifyou'resellingmethanyoushouldknowthat

Lwethuwillcomeafteryou."Isaidgettinginthecar.

Her:"whywouldIsellmychild?Don'tbestupid.

Driveryoucandrive.Wehave30minutestoget

there."Ilookedatherandshookmyhead.Thedrive

tookoff.

Mom:"stopsulkingIloveyou."Shetookmyhand

intohers.



Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Iplacedmyheadonher

shoulder.

Thedrivetowhereverwasquiet.Wewerelistening

toMertoFMsongsit'sSaturdaymeaninggreat

songsareplaying.

Wegottoavineyard.

Me:"whatarewedoingatavineyard."Doyouthink

sheansweredme.

Wegotinthehallthere.Whenweenteredeveryone

stoodup.Lwethuwasstandingatthefrontwearing

atraditionalattiretoo.

Basicallyeveryonewaswearingatraditionalattire.

Thehallwasfullofpeople.Mymomgavemea

boutique.



Woahwoahwoah.I'mgettingmarried.Ilookedat

Lwethu.Hemouthed'surprise'.Iwipedthetearsof

myface.

Mymotherwalkedmedowntheaisle.Thehallwas

beautifulthethemewasWinterdecoration.

Therewerewhiterosesallover.Thedecorationwas

great.NeverknewthatLwethuhaditinhim.

Everythingwasgreat.

AsIwaswalkingdowntheaislethepeoplewhere

singing.Thesingingwasgreat.Nolie.

Igotothefront.Mymomhandedmeoverto

Lwethu.Istoodinfrontofhim.Hewipedmytears

beforekissingmyeyes.



Theululationswentlouder.

:"Mntanakelowongamphuzi(that'sachilddon't

kissher)"welaughed.

Lwethu:"hopeyoulikeyoursurprise."Ismiled.We

werewhispering.

Me:"Ilovethesurprise.EventhehallisgreatInever

knewyouhaditinyou.Thankyou."

Him:"youlookbeautifulbytheway."

Me:"youlookhandsomeyourself."

Thepastorstarted.Hesaidafewverses.Guiding

usinourmarriageandall.Itwasnowtimeforour

vows.Webothdidn'tprepareforthemsowesaid



afterthepastor.

Lwethuwentfirst.

Lwethu:"ILuvolwethuZulu,takeyouThandolwethu

Nzungu,tobemyweddedwife.withdeepestjoyI

receiveyouintomylifethattogetherwemaybeone.

Tohaveandtohold,fromthisdayforward,for

better,forworse,forricher,forpoorerforsickness

orinhealth,toloveandcherishyoutilldeathdous

part.Andheretopledgeyoumyfaithfulness."He

slippedinthering.Theyululated

Itwasmyturnnowiwasalsorepeatingthepastor's

words.

Me:"i,ThandolwethuNzungu,takeyouLuvolwethu

Zulu,tobemyweddedhusband.withdeepestjoyI

receiveyouintomylifethattogetherwemaybeone.

Tohaveandtohold,fromthisdayforward,for



better,forworse,forricher,forpoorerforsickness

orinhealth,toloveandcherishyoutilldeathdous

part.Andheretopledgeyoumyfaithfulness."I

slippedintheringin.Theyululatedagain.

Pastor:"InowpronounceyouasHusbandandwife.

Mr.ZuluyoumykissyourWife."Wekissed.

Lwethu'sfriends:"haimntanalowokwedini.(That's

achildboy)"welaughedbreakingofthekiss.

Wewenttotakepicturesoutsideonthevineyard.

Wewalkedbackinandtherewheretablesnow.The

tableshadtreeswithsnowandcandlesonthemas

centerpieces.Therewherefairylightsallover.

Itwasawinterdecorforreal.Thepersonreally

knowshisorherjob.



Everyoneentered.MeandLwethuentered

afterwards.Theysangweddingsongsaswegotin.

Don'twanttoeventalkaboutthecake.

Idon'tknowhowmanytierswheretherebutthe

cakewasbigitwaswhite.

Me:"wowthisplacelooksgreat.Howdidyouplan

allofthis.Idon'tevenknowhowIwilleverrepay

youImeanallofthisforme.Youdidn'thaveto

baby.Thisistomuch.Youhavebeentakingcareof

meeversince."Weweresittingatthefrontnow.

Whispering.

Lwethu:"pleaseletmebebaby.Iwanttotreatyou

good.Yourmyqueen.IfIwon'tspendmymoneyon

youthanwhowillIspenditon.Iloveyouafterall."

Hewipedmytears.



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"hegavemeapeck.

TheceremonystartedRiriwastheMc.Everything

wentwell.

Myuncle'sfrommyfatherandmothersidewere

alsohere.

Ihadtotakeatierfromthecaketomyinlaws.I

gaveittohismotherandasalwaysshehuggedme

andkissedmeallovermyface.Ilovethatwoman.

Healsotookatiertomymother.

Weenjoyedtherestofthedaythere.Thiswas

definitelythebestdayofmylife.

Awholesurprisewedding.ItwasthebestI'mtelling

youall.



Lateronwewheregoingtoourhoneymoon.We

saidourgoodbyesbeforegoingtotheairport.

Wegotintheprivatejet.

Me:"thankyouforeverythingyouhavedoneforme.

FrompickingmeupFromthestreetstowelcoming

meintoyourlovelyhome.Guyslikeyoucould

chooseanywomantheywantbutyouchosemeout

ofallthegirls.Idon'tknowhowIwillrepayyou.No

onehaseverdonesuchgreatthingsasyoudofor

me.Ireallyappreciateeverything.Iwillcherishyou

aslongasIliveIreallydoloveyou."Iwasintears.

Hewipedmytearsandwekissed.

Him:"thefirstdayIsawyouIalwaysknewthatyour

theoneforme.Ilovedyoufromthewordgo.Itreat

yougreatbecauseIloveyouandIwillalwayslove

you.Yourmymissingrib.ThatIhavenow.

Somethinginmewantstotakecareofyousothat's

why.Youralsogivingmealittleprincesssoon.I



takethatasmythankyou."Igiggledandhelaughed.

Me:"IloveyouMr.Zulu."

Him:"IloveyoutooMrs.Zulu"wekissed.

.

.

.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

Ialwaysfullfillmypromises.RememberwhenI

promisedtotakecareofAyafortherestofmylife.

That'sexactlywhatI'mdoingnow.I'Mtakingcare

ofher.NotbecauseIoncesaidsobutI'mdoingit

becauseIloveher.

Icareforher.Sheismyeverythingandshewill

alwaysbemyeverything.

Wealsohavekidsnowwhichisabonus.Ijusthope

wewillbetogetherforever.Idon'twanttosee

myselfwithanybodyelsebuther.

Sheismylife.Weweresittingonthebednow.All

ofustheywerewatchingTVIwasbusybooking

flightsforuswewillbegoingtoDisneyland.It'sthe

festiveseasonnow.



Aya:"Tailoroutdidhimselfyesterday.Nocap."

Siya:"hereallydid.Thethemethecakeeverything

wasgreateventhesoundsystem."

Her:"butwehelpedhim.I'mgladthatThandowas

happy.Didyouseethesmileonherface."

Me:"itwaspricelessbaby.Shedeserveseverything

Tailorisdoingforhershehasbeenthroughalot."

Wealwaysgossipwhenwegetachanceto.

Her:"yeahshedoes.AtleastnowAuntishereand

shewillhavesomeone.Shedoesneedamother

figure."

Me:"yeah.AndI'malsogladthatTailorisfinally

happytheydeserveeachother."



Her:"andheis.thereisalsoababycomingsoon

now."

Me:"Tailorwassohappywhenhetoldus.You

shouldhaveseenhim.Hehasalwayswantedkids

thatsafact."

Her:"Ialwaysseehimhowheiswhenheisaround

kids."

Me:"meandmyguysarehappynow."

Her:"Icanseethat."Shegavemeapeck.

Me:"soIsentthelettertoyourmother."

Her:"whatLetter"Irolledmyeyes.Shelaughed



Her:"semancinciingeloxetsha(theyaresosmall)"I

gaveheradeadstareandshelaughed.

Her:"oohmtuwamXoloklkRadebe(I'msorry)"she

turnsmeoneverytimeshecallsmebymyclan

name.

Me:"therearekidshere."Isaidlookingatmy

erection.Welaughed.

Me:"anywayI'mtalkingaboutthelettertopaylobola

andthedamages.Myfamilywillgotoyourswhen

wearebackfromDisneyland."

Her:"whatwearegoingtoDisneyland."

Me:"yeahIhavealreadybookedtickets.Weare

leavingin2days."Shescreamedjumpingontopof



me.Thekidslookedatus.

Chumani:"ntongok(whatnow)"

Aya:"siyobonuMickeymousebaby.(Wearegoing

toseeMickeymouse)"itwaslike.Uvuyoand

Nkanyezialsoknewwherewearegoingtheywere

soexcited.Youcannevertellthedifference

betweenUvuyoandNkanyezitheylookalike.It's

justthattheyhavedifferentgenders.

WhatIliketoseeeveryday.Seeingthemhappy.

Chumani:"masambeni(let'sgo)"welaughedno

mamakhe.

Aya:"nottodaymylove"hesulkedandnodded.



WecontinuedwatchingTV.Lateronwenttoagame

centerandwenttoSpurfordinner.Theywereso

tiredwhenwewenthome.Theyhadagreattime

playingallthegames.

Especiallythecars.

Thefollowingdaywewerewokenupbythecrying

Chumani.Istoodup.

Aya:"leaveitmyloveyoucangobacktosleep.You

needalltherestyoucanget."Inoddedbefore

gettinginbedagain.

Mywifeisthebest.Afteranhour.Shewokemeup

again.

Her:"babyI'mtakingChumanitothedoctor.His

temperatureishighandhevomitedjustnow."



Me:"willyoubeabletomanage."

Her:"yesmylove."

Me:"okayIwatchoverthetwins."

Her:"Ihavealreadygiventhemabath.Theyarein

theplayingroom.Imadebreakfastforyou.thekids

havealreadyeaten."Istoodupandgaveherakiss.

Me:"youraStar.Letmerunabathforussolong."

Shenoddedbeforekissingmeagain.

Ilefthertomakethebed.Iwenttorunabathforus.

WhenIwasdone.Ibrushedmyteeth.Ayagotin

andalsobrushedherteeth.



Her:"Iloveyou"shegavemeapeckaswewerestill

brushingourteeth.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"IalsogaveherpeckwillIwas

brushingmyteeth.

MeandAyadothemostawkwardthingsever.And

thatmakesusHappyalways.Wealwayssaythat

wearecreatingcrazymomentstolaughatwhenwe

areold.Thatmakesmehappy.

Whenweweredonewetookabathandhadaquick

quickie.

AyaleftwithChumaniandIwasleftwiththetwins

now.Theyhavebeenrestless.

Me:"nitheniNaniniyagula(areyoualsosick)"



Iwasplayingwiththemintheplayingroom.

SomethingsmelledrottenIcheckedtheirnappies

andfucktheyhadrunnytummies.Thebothofthem

norh

Ichangedtheirdiapersandtheyweregivingmea

hardtime.Theyalwaysgivemeaneasytimebut

nottoday.

After30minutestheyagainhadrunnytummies.

Whereistheirmotherontimeslikethese.

BythetimeAyacamebackIhadalreadychanged

them6time'simagine.I'msotiredyooh.

Aya:"andthantheningathithwelizonozethu(why

dolooklikeyouhavealloursinsonyour

shoulders.)"Welaughed



Me:"songabanthwanabakho(isn'tityourkids)they

haverunnytummies."

Aya:"oohIforgottotellyoutheyaregrowingteeth

atthebottom"Isighedinrelief.

Me:"Ithoughtit'ssomethingtheyate"sheshookher

headandlaughed.

Aya:"it'snot,theywillbefinebytheendoftheday

anywayChumanibeqalwayihighfeverbutthe

doctorassuredmethathewillbefinebytheendof

thedayhealsoinjectedhimit'sjustthathisasleep

now.Hewillbefinewhenhewakesup."Inodded.

Me:"Ialmostthoughtwehadtocancelthetrip."We

laughed.



Her:"besendinegxala(Iwasalmostworried)lemme

packourclotheswarmstuffonly."

Me:"letmehelpyouwiththat."Iplacedthetwinson

theirbedtheywheresleepingandcuddlinglike

always.

Ispankedherass.

Her:"ouch"shesaidgiggling.Ilaughed.

Me:"piggybackridepleaseI'mtired.Ihavebeen

changingyourkidsthewholeday."

Her:"Iza(come)-Ipiggybackrideher-yourheavy

now.butyoursayingtheyaremykidsnowbutyou

alwaysclaimthattheyareyours."Welaughedwe

werewalkingtoourroomnow.Iwasplayingwith

herbreasts.



Me:"nottoday"Isqueezedherbreastshemoaned.

Her:"aamarnwena(stopwhatyoudoing)"Ilaughed

Her:"heispokingmeonmyback."Ialreadyhadan

erection.Shethrewmeontopofourbed.

Ipulledherandshefallontopofme.Shelaughed.

Me:"canyoupleasemakelovetome."Isaidcoping

hervoice.Welaughed

Her:"mxm"shetriedtogetoffbutIheldher.

Me:"kayenzabhabha(please)"shekissedmeyou

allknowwhatthewhathappenednext.



Justthatshewasinchargethistime.Afterourlove

makingsessionwepackedourbagsandthekids

bags.Makingsureit'swarmstuffonly.

Itmightbesummerherebutit'swinterthere.

Lateronweretiredtobedaftermakingsurethatthe

kidsarefine.Itwasliketheywerenotsick.

Thefollowingdaywewokeup.Didourdailyroutine.

Weleftfortheairportaftermakingsurethatthe

securityalarmareon.

WegottoCaliforniaanditwasindeedcoldthere

wassnoweverywhere.

Aya:"firsttimeseeingsnow."Shesaidwithawild

smile.



Me:"IhavealwaysseenitwhenIusedtolivein

capeTown."weadmiredtheplaceItwaslateat

night.Iwonderhowitisindaylight.Wewenttothe

hotelIbooked.

Aya:"babyhaveyoucheckedoutthetoilet"Iwas

checkingoutamovietowatchwithmykids.

Me:"what'ssospecialaboutthetoilet."

Aya:"whenyousitonthemyoujustneedtopressa

fewbuttonsandthesitiswarm.Weseriouslyneed

toget1"Ilaughedather.

Me:"yeahwehavetomylove.Ialsoneedtobuy

thatglassphone."ShewasabouttotalkbutI

disturbedher.

Me:"don'tworryIwillalsogetyouone."Welaughed.



Sheturnedontheheater.Weallcuddledwhile

eatingandwatchingTV.

Weallsleptinonebedwiththekidsinthemiddle.It

wasagreatexperience.ButIwantedtobewarm

insidemywife.

ThefollowingdaywewenttoDisneylandandhada

timeofourlife.

Mykidsandwifeweresohappy.MeaningthatIam

alsohappy.Ireallyenjoyedmytimewiththem.

Wedideverythingthere.Thesmilesontheirfaces

waspriceless.Iwoulddoanythingjusttoseethem

happy.That'sapromise.

Ilovemyfamilysomuch.AndIwillalwayslove



themnomatterwhat.I'mahappyman.

.

.

.
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It'sthedaybeforemylobolanegotiations.I'm



packingmybagssinceafterthenegotiationsIwill

begoingtoPEforthetraditionalweddingbutI

won'tgotoUitenhageIwillbegoingtomycousin's

house,Qhawe.

Mywholefamilywillbethere.Icouldn'tbeany

happier.Myfathersfamilysupportsmeandthey

loveus.

Siya:"tillwemeetagain."Welaughed.

Me:"wewillmeetonourweddingdayimagine.

That'sinlike3days."

Him:"that'safuckenlongtimesowhereareyou

guyslocatedinPE."

Me:"WalmerremembermycousinQhawestays

theresothewholefamilywillbethere."



Him:"haveyoucalledhim."

Me:"flipItotallyforgot."Itookmyphoneandcalled

Qhawe.

Qhawe:"Iwasabouttocallyou."Ilaughed.

Me:"IguessIbeatyoutoit.Jongacznsorryfor

tellingyounowbutyouknowthatI'mgetting

marriedsothewholefamilywillbecomingtoyour

housesoifyoudon'tmindcanwepleasecome."

Qhawe:"Yourmothethasalreadycalledmesodon't

worryeverythingissortedIhave3guestsrooms

here."

Me:"yuuhatleastokaywewillbethereafterthe

lobolanegotiationsIhopeyouhaveyouroutfits



readymyweddingisin3days."

Qhawe:"don'tworrymeandQhama'smomhave

alreadyboughteverythingwewerejustwaitingfor

theinvitationssanaziNinabanthubaseSandton

whenwewanttogetinaweddingwehavetohave

aninvitationorwenotgettingin."Welaughed.

Me:"thatwillonlyhappenatthewhitewedding.So

phola."Welaughed.Myhusbandcalled.

Me:"lookihavetogomyhusbandiscallingme

greetyourfamilyforme."

Him:"okayshoalsogreetyoursformedon'tforget

tocomewiththekids"welaughed

Me:"Iwillbye"Idisconnectedthecall.Ilookedatmy

husband.



Siya:"ithasbeenalongtimerhaaIalsoneedyour

attention."Welaughed.

Me:"haibo."

Him:"yebocanInowgetmygoodbyesex."

Me:"nopeyouwillhavetowaittillyourancestors

knowsmeasyourwife."HelookedatmelikeI'm

crazy.Ilaughed

Him:"youcan'tbeseriousrightnow."Ijustlaughed.

Iwentonmykneesandtookouthisdick.

Him:"whatyoudoing"hegroaned.Ihavehimablow

jobhewasgroaningandmoaningatthesametime.



Iwaitedforhimtocum.Iswallowedthantookhis

dickoutofmymouthandputhisdickbackinhis

jeans.

Me:"that'sallyourgettingfornow.Nowdrivemeto

mymother'splace."Wekissed.

Him:"let'sgo."Hetookmysuitcase.Itookmykids

bagsandweallwenttothecar.

-followingday-

IwassittingwithmytwinandThandoatthebed

room.Thando'smomisalsoherewithmyuncle's

downstairs.

Wearedepartingafterthenegotiations.Weheard

praisesoutsidewecheckedthewindowitwasthe

Radebe's.



Me:"let'shopethatmomdoesn'tdemandamillion."

Welaughed.Chumaniandthetwinsweresleeping.

Thando:"shewilldemanditthereare3kids

involved."

Ayabonga:"andshewill."Welaughed.

Wecontinuedchattingtillthedoorflewopenand

myauntcamein.

Aunt:"cometheywouldliketoseeyou."

Me:"buttheysawmelastyear."

Wellit'sJanuarynow.Theylaughedatthesulking

me.IfixedmyselfandwalkedoutwithAunt.



AsalwaystheywerefondofmeIservedthemwith

drinks.

.

.

.

.

.

Siya

Iwaswaitingformyuncle'sattheairporttheysaid

theyare5minutesaway.Igavethemamillionto

payforAya.

IfoundherasavirginandIgaveher3kidsandI

gotmarriedtoherwithoutpayingsoyeahthey

deserveit.

Isawmyuncle'sapproachingme.



Me:"sohowdiditgoMalume."

Malume:"itwentasplannedtheychargedus600

000rforeverythingandyeahyou'resetthatwoman

isyourwifenow."Whatarelief.

Me:"thankyouMalume."Ibrohuggedthem.

WeleftforPE.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Ayamthanda

Aftertheyleft.LateronwealsoleftforthePE.



WefoundacarwaitingforusQhaweorganizedit.

Hisalifesaver.Myuncle'swenttotheirhouses.So

itwasme,Ayabonga,Thando,hermom,mymom

andmykids.

WegottothehouseandNokwakhawascooking

dinner.

Us:"molweni.(Goodevening)"

Them:"hey."Theycametohugus.

Qhawe:"ninjaniaunt?(Howareyouaunt)"wewere

sittingatthelounge.Aqhamacamewith

refreshments.

Thando'smom:"saphilaenkossakhontoakuncedu

khalakanjaniikuni(wearefinethankyouhoware



you)"

Qhawe:"haisaphilanathi.(Wearealsofine)"

Me:"uphiZumbonge(whereisZumbonge)"

Qhawe:"and..."

:"NdimloMolweniMakhulu(I'mheregoodevening

grandma)"shecametohugallofus.Shetook

Uvuyo.

Zumbonge:"kwekweorntombile(isitaboyorgirl)"

welaughedather.

ThandoandAyabonga:"bayafanane(dotheylook

thesame)"



Her:"yeahtheydo.Theyarehandsomeslash

beautifulbasicallytheycutejustthatyoucan'ttell

thedifferenceIdon'tevenknowwhichoneisthe

girlandtheboy."Welaughed.

Aqhama:"qalilekendakwazii(youstartedIknow

you)"welaughed.

Nokwakhacalledusfordinner.Itwasafeastyoooh

andherfoodwasgreat.

Thando:"Ineedtherecipeforthepumpkin."

Me:"don'tgivetohershewilladditonthemenufor

herrestaurantandyouwon'tgetacent."We

laughedThandofrowned.

NokwakhaandQhawe:"menzantoniThando(what

areyoudoingtoThando)"welaughed.Weatewhile

laughingandhavingagreattime.



Lateatnightweallwenttosleepafterhavinga

greattimeasafamily.

-2dayslater-

IwassleepingwhenIheardanoisedownstairs.I

openedmyeyesandlookedatthewatchonthe

wall.It's5am.

Whythefuckaretheymakinganoise.ThenI

rememberedthatit'smywedding.Ijumpedoffthe

bed.Iwokethekidsup.

Welltheare3guestroomssoumnaIsleepwithmy

kidswhilemymothersleepswithAyabongaand

Thandowithhermother.

Thedoorflewopenandmyfriendsgotinmakinga



noisecausingthekidstocry.

Me:"whatthefuckbazalwana"Ayabongatook

Nkanyezi,ZimitookChumaniandThandotook

Uvuyo.AyolawasholdingSekaniandLethabowas

holdingNtlakanipho.

Them:"v'tsekyourgettingmarriedbutyoustill

sleeping."Welaughed.

Me:"haikeSowetoGospelchoir."Welaughed.

Me:"whereisRiri?"

Ayola:"doingthefinishingtouchesatthetent

eTinarha"

Thando:"whendidyouguyscomehere."



LeJoy:"yesterdaynightwesleptatthehotel.The

guyswenttoUitenhage."

Zimi:"Ishouldrelocatehere.Haveyouguysseen

thisplace."

:"SabawelihlaleJoziumnangeloxetsha(Iwantto

liveinJohannesburg)"saidAqhamaandZumbonge

gettingin.Welaughed.

Zimi:"don'tthereisnoseathere.Andit'sabusycity.

Ialsowon'tmindcominghereatleastit'snotbusy."

Me:"weallknowthat,thatwon'thappen.Youguys

loveJohannesburg."

Them:"andke."



Me:"butsanuwaraNinindizazonithathamaybenge

Juneholidayyaboxakungekoschoolqanizozi

celelakuQhaweke(don'tworryIwilltakeyouguys

theremaybeonJuneholiday'sbutyouwillask

Qhawe,Iwon't)"

Aqhama:"I'mdefinitelycoming.Ialsosawyour

housesoIwon'tmindevenlivingthereandre-

registeredtoWits."Welaughedather.

Ayabonga:"youshouldseeherbarroom.Youwill

onlyseeexpensivebottlesthere.Noactuallythe

jacuzzitubistodiefor."

Us:"bro"welaughed.

Zumbonge:"youcan'tlivethisplaceyourbaby

daddylivesherenottoforgetyourkidsosezohlala

PE."Aqhamasulked.Welaughed.



Nokwakha:"nihlelinononqovukanti(yousitting

withthem)"welaughedAqhamaandZumbonge

sulked.

Me:"kazeshotklkmylovebeforevase(canIhavea

shotpleasebeforeIwash)"shetookoutabottle

andweallscreamed.WelookedatAqhamaand

Zumbonge.Theystoppedwelaughed.

Aqhama:"babydaddyiscallingsobye."Shesaid

pullingZumbongewelaughedatthem.

Us:"kids"welaughedatourselves.

Wealldrank2shotsofRussianBear.Iwanttotake

abath.IworemyshottightsandbraonlysinceI

havetoputablanketovermyheadwhenIgothere.



Icoveredmywholebodywithahotblanket.Home

choicemntanamazitshutshu(theyarewarm).My

motherwastheoneholdingmetogodown.

Ululationsandthesongswentlouderastheysaw

megettingdown.Mywholefamilywashereitwas

afullhouseI'msohappy.

MyheadwasstilloutI'mgoingtocoveritwhenI'm

there.WewalkedoutasIsteppedoutthehouseI

felt3dropsofwateronmyforeheadIlookedupthe

skywasclear.

Me:"isitmeordidIjustfeel3dropsonmyhead"

mymomsmiled.

Mom:"thatmeansgoodluckmychild."Ismiledwe

walkedtothecar.



WegottoUitenhage.TheRadebe'sshowedusthe

housewherewewillbeusingfortheday.Iwas

sittingattheroomchangingtoatraditionaldress

sothattheycanintroducemetotheancestors.

Me:"momdidyoubuyallthegiftsforthemisn't

thereanythingmissing.Idon'twantthingstobe

messedup."

Mom:"yesIdideverythingishere."Inodded.Idon't

wantthingstogowrong.

AfterIwasdone.TheRadebe'scametofetchmeso

thattheycanintroducemetotheancestors.Iwas

holdingmygrassmat

IsawSiyawesmiledateachotherwewenttotheir

householdanditwasfull.Wewenttositdown

ebuxhanithi.Iwassittingonthegrassmatsiyawas

sittingnexttomeonachair.



Themandidwhattheyneededtodo.Iwassentto

gositwerethewife's(omakoti)wheretheyalsodid

whattheyneededtodo.

Iwalkedbacktothehouse.Ichangedtomyattire

forthereceptionist.Myfriendswheremy

bridesmaidssotheywalkedinfrontaswewalked

outofthehouse.

Everyonewalkedtotheirman.Thebridesmaidsand

groomsmenwalkinfrontIwalkedwithmyHusband

attheback.

Therewassingingfrombothsidesofthefamily.

Andbothfamiliessangstrong.Itwaslikeawarfor

songs.ItwasfullI'mtellingyouguys.

Me:"waqondbauzoceba(youcutyourhair)"we

laughed.



Him:"I'mstillhandsomethough"hekissedmy

cheek.

Wegottothereceptionist.Itwillbelikeawhite

weddingwerewegettosaytheBiblevowsandget

ascripturefromthepastorsincewehaven'tgotten

marriedproperly

Sowewalkeddowntheaisle.TheysangaXhosa

churchsong.Thepastorprayed.

Hereadscriptureske.

-sorryfornottranslatingnow-

Pastor:"aphakuthiukhonaonezizizatuzokubaaba

bangatshati?"Welookedateveryone.



Pastor:"haykesingaqubekeka."HelookedatSiya.

Pastor:"SiyamthandaUyayitabatanalentombi

ubukaibengumfaziwako,ukuzenihlalenobabini

ngokomtetokaThixoentlalweniengcwele

yomTshato?Uyayitandana,uyonwabise,uyibeke,

uyigcinexaingapilanganaxaiphilileyo,uti

uwayekekaonkeamanye,uhlalenayoyodwalonke

ixetshaeniyakudlaubomingalonobabini?"

Siya:"Ndenjenjalo"theyululated.ThePastorlooked

atme.

Pastor:"Ayamthandauyayivumanalendodaukuba

ibeyindodayako,ukuzenihlalenobabini

ngokomtetokaThixoentlalweniengcwele

yomTshato?Ukukuyitandana,uyonwabiseuyibeke

uyigcinexaingapilanganaxaiphilileyouti

uwayekekaonkeamanyeuhlalenayoyodwalonke



ixetshaeniyakudlaubomingalonobabini?"

Me:"Ndiyayivuma"

Hemadeusholdeachother'slefthands.Hesaid

Siyamustfollowafterhim.

Siya:"MnaSiyamthandaPlaatjiesndiyakutabata

wenaAyamthandaPlaatjiesukubaubengumfazi

wamendimtshatileyo,ukuvandibenawendikugcine

namhlanangexetshalonkeelizayo,ngexetsha

lokonwabanangexetshalobunzima,ngexetsha

lokwananangexetshalokuswela,xaungapilanga

naxauphilileyo,ndikutande,ndikondle,ngokomteto

ongcwelekaTixo,sidesahlulwekukufa,ngokoke

ndikunikelainyanisoyam."

Itwasmyturnnow.



Me:"MnaAyamthandaNzungundiyakutabata

SiyamthandaPlaatjiesukubaubeyindodayam

endiyitshatileyo,ukubandibenawendikugcine

namhlanangexetshalonkeelizayongexetsha

lokonwabanangexetshalobunzimangexetsha

lonwanelanangexetshalokuswelaxaungapilanga

naxauphilileyondikutandendikondlendikupulapule

ezuntwenizonkeezifanelekileyingokomteto

ongcwelekaTixo,sidesohlukwekukufa,ngokoke

ndikunikelainyanisoyam."

Weletgoofeachothershands.Thepastortookmy

ringsothathecanprayforthem.

Pastor:"Wusikelelelomsesane,Nkosienenceba,

wenzeukubaezizicakazakozisigcine

ngokunyanisekileyoisifungosazo,zihlalezizalisiwe

lutandonobungcwele,ngoYesuKristuiNkosiyetu.

Amen."HegavetheringtoSiyaandhesaidhe

mustsayafterhimasheslippedtheringinmy

finger.



Siya:"ngawolomsesanendiyakutshataukubaube

ngumfaziwam,nditingomzimbawamndikubeke,

ndizendidlelanenawengempahlayamyonke.

EgameniloYise,neloNyana,neloMoyaoyiNgcwele.

Amen."Theyululated.

Ialsodidthesamething.ThePastorprayedforus.

Thefoodcameinasweweresittingatthefront.

Theoldpeoplewereadvisingusaboutmarriage.

Whentheyweredone.Wewalkedinthehouse.

Siya'smomandheraunt'sweretheoneschanging

meintothebridalclothes.

WhenweweredoneItookmygrassmatandwent

tositatthefront.Whereeveryonewassitting.

SiyacametositnexttomeonachairMinniecame

tositonthegrassmatwithmeandmykids.She



gavemesourmilk(amasi)andmeatwithoutsalt.

Theyhelpedmeeatit.

Iwaseatingthemeatwiththesourmilkwhilemy

motherandnomzazaweregivingoutpresentsto

myin-laws.

NowitwastimeforMkhulutogivemeGama

lasemzini(namefrommyin-laws).

Mkhulu:"igamaesimphalonakenguNizibone

Izibele.Unobubelekelenntosiqondbamasimnike

eligama.Sathembaukubauzohlalaunobubele(the

NamewearegivingherisNiziboneIzibele.Sheis

kindthat'swhywearegivingherthisName.We

hopeyouwillalwaysbekind)"Ululationswentloud

andtheysanganicesong.

Ilikethenamealready.IsmiledMkhulugavemea

greatname.Nocap.



Thewentongreat.Ireallydidenjoymyself.Mkhulu

evengavemeagreatname.

NowI'mAyamthandaNizibonePlaatjies.Icouldn't

beanyhappier.Idon'twanttobecalledby

Ayamthandanow.

Iwasatthekitchenmakingteawiththebride's.

Theyweregushingovermelikealways.

Siyacalledmeoutside.Iwenttohim.

Him:"Nizi"Iblushed.IreallylikemynameMkhuluis

myfavoritenow.

Me:"Radebe"



Him:"ndakuthanndaNiziwam(IloveyoumyNizi)"I

smiledmorelikeI'mkidseeingcandy.

Me:"ndakuthandaNamRadebe(Iloveyoutoo

Radebe)"wekissed.Itwasdarkoutsonoonecould

seeus.

Ourfriends:"eroom.initopdeck"wealllaughed.

.
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Nizibone

WekissedagainnoRadebe

Ourfriends:"notagain."Justthanitrained.We

brokethekissandlaughed.ThewomanUlulated.

Goodluckrememberandtheancestorsare

watchinguponus.

Siya:"forthelasttimethanwecangobackinside."I

kissedhimagain.

Ourfriends:"ndakbethakissingintherain"we

laughedpullingoutweallwenttositatSiya'sflat

butitlookedlikeabachelor'shouse.



LeJoy:"sobestiewhenareyoutakingofamadaki

(traditionalattire)"everyonelookedatme.Wewere

sittingatthelounge.

Me:"After2months.Wearesupposetostayhere

butthebusinesseswon'trunthemselvessoweare

leavinginaweekor2."

Them:"2monthsrhaaIwouldtakethemoff.

Akutshutshulangaliqatshubhobhoy(it'sextremely

hot)"welaughed.

Me:"ndingumfaziwakwaRhadebeklkumna(I'ma

wifefromtheRadebe's)"

Them:"buttheysuit."

Me:"thankyouguys."



Siya:"Iwillhavetotalktotheelderstoletyouwear

themforthewholeyearyabo?"Igavehimthat

intimidatinglookeveryonelaughed.

JustthanmyphonerangitwasQhawe.

Me:"mzl"

Him:"hey"hesoundeddown.

Me:"heywhat'swrong?"

Him:"Mygrandchilddied"

Me:"what?Whathappened?!"Everyonelookedat

me.

Him:"shehadanasthmaattack."



Me:"what?Iwilltherenow."

Him:"youcancometomorrowthough."

Me:"Iwillnotstayforalongtime."

Him:"it'salongdriveandit'sdangerousouthere"

Me:"it'snotupfordiscussion.Welostafamily

membersoIhavetobethere."

Him:"IguessIwon'twinThisbattle"webidour

goodbyes.

Me:"HforHectic"Iheavilysighed.



Them:"what'sup?whodied?"

Me:"Qhawe'sgrandchild."Theyalllookedatme

shocked.

Siya:"inomzukhulwanalaponi?(doesthatdude

haveagrandchild)"

Me:"yeahhisfirstbornhadachild."

Them:"Aqhama"

Me:"yeah"Irolledmyeyes."Didn'tyouguyshear

whentheytalkedaboutherbabydaddy?"

Thegirls:"oohnowIremember."

Me:"IwillbedrivingthereI'mnotsurewhenIwillbe



backbutyeah.BabecanIhavethecarkeys"wellhe

rentedacar.

Siya:"nopeIwilldriveyouthere."

Theothers:"wearealsocoming"wellknowinghow

crazythesedudesareusuallyrentedaQuantum.

Imagine.

AswestoodupChumanicameoutoftheroom

rubbinghiseyes.WellthetwinswenttoWalmer

withmymother.Iwasbusytolookafterthem.

Chumani:"Namndahamba(I'malsogoing)"

LeJoy:"lemmegofetchNtla."

Me:"pleasecomewithhisjacket."ShenoddedAyola



followedher.

Theycamebackwiththekids.

WeleftforWalmer.

-fewdayslater-

MeandSiyadecidedtocheckuponAqhamabefore

weheadbacktoJohannesburg.

WedecidedtoTakeChumaniandSekaniwith.

Ntlakaniphookothefa.Sowelefthim.

Thetwinswerewithmymotherinlaw.

WegotthereSiyawaschattingwithQhaweandI

waschattingwithAqhamaIwastryingtoconvince



hertocometoJohannesburgsothatshecanclear

hermind.

Suddenlysomeonecallsherandshejustscreamed

breakingdown.Irushedtoher.Ithrewtheblanket

aroundmyshoulderstotheback.

Me:"what'swrongbabe?"Shecriedevenmore.

Everyonecametous.

Chumani&Sekani:"thenimom(what'swrongmom)"

ifwewereinadifferentsituationIwouldlaughat

thembutnottodaysatana.

Qhawetookherselfphoneandlookedatit.

Qhawe:"whatdidLiyemasaytoyouthatmadeyou

crylikethis?"Hewasworried.



Aqhama:"u..."Shecouldn'tcontinuetalkingshejust

brokedownMore.

QhawecalledsomeoneonAqhama'sphone.

Qhawe:"Liyema....whyismydaughtercryinglike

thiswhat'swrong?.....whatdoyoumeanwhenyou

sayyoursondied....Wewillbetherenow"he

disconnectedthecall.

Qhawe:"I'msobutit'struemybabyheisnomore"

Aqhamashookherhead.

Mom:"whodied?"

Qhawe:"herBabydaddy"Iwasshockedmyself.Like

shejustlostherbabynowthis.



Thischildisgoingthroughalot.Everyonewent

quite.TheywerelookingatAqhamawithpity.

Aqhama:"I...Ine..ed...so..mefreshair."Shewiped

hertears.

Nokwakha:"yournotgoinganywhere.Iknowyou

willtrytokillyourselfdon'tevengooutthatdoor.

Goddidthisforareasonitdoesn'tmeanyoumust

endthingsjustbestrongEverythingwillbefineit

mightnotbenowortomorrowbutthingswillbe

fineastimegoes.Yournotgoinganywhere.Iknow

thisishardbuteverythingwillpassmybabyjustbe

strong."Theybothbrokedownineachother'sarms.

Itwasabadmomenttobeat.Ifsomethinghappens

tomyhusbandIswearIwon'tbeabletocopethat

manismyeverything.

Idon'tthinkIcanlivewithouthim.



-aweeklater-

Wewerenowattheairportwaitingforourflight.It

wasmeandmylittlefamily.

Siya:"Ijusthopeshewillbefine.Icanimaginelife

withoutyourhaa."Heshookhishead.

Me:"sheisastrongwomanshewillbefine.Ijust

hopeshewillfocusonschoolandhealingnothing

morenothingless."

Him:"yeahshehastohealbutItwilltaketime

baby."

Me:"that'swhyIofferedhertocometo

Johannesburgatleastthereshewon'tseethings

thatwillremindherofthembutkeyouknowhow



kidsare."weshrugged.

Him:"itwasgoingtohelpher.Butkidsthesedays

arestubbornoncetheysettheirmindsto

somethingtheysticktothat."

Me:"andke."

Him:"let'sstoptalkingaboutdepressingthings.Our

weddingwasgreatdon'tyouthink."Ismiled

thinkingaboutourwedding.

Me:"itwashey.Surelyoneofmybestdaysever.I

stillcan'tbelieveIgotmarried."Hekissedmyhands.

Him:"youbetterbelieveitNiziwamndendwa(my

Nizialone)"Iblushed.



Chumani:"nowam(alsomine)"welaughedathim.

Hewassittingbetweenusthetwinsweresittingon

ourlaps.

Me:"wenuke(yours)"

Them:"Niziwam(myNizi)"Ikissedmychildren's

foreheadsandgavesiyaapeck.

Justthanourflightwascalled.Westoodup.

:"Auntysanundishiya(Auntdon'tleaveme.)"We

lookedbackandsawAqhamarunningtoour

direction.

Siya:"Iguessshetookyouradvice."Hesmiledat

mebeforekissingmycheek.



Shegottous.

Me:"heywhatchangedyourmind?"

Her:"IguessIdoneedabreakfromthisplace."

Siya:"haveyoure-registered?"

Her:"a.abhutt'butIhavealltheformsneeded.I

tookthemtoday."

Siya:"okaywewillhelpyouwiththatwehave

connections."Ismiledathim.

Me:"let'sgobeforewemissourflight."Shetook

ChumaniandwewentJohannesburgthebusycity.

WeusedaUbertogettothehouse.



MeandSiya:"homesweethome"Aqhamalaughed

atus.

Aqhama:"it'smorebeautifulinreallife."Shewas

lookingaround

MeandSiya;"weknow"welaughed

Me:"letmeshowyouyourroom."

Siya:"Iwillwashthekidssolong."Itwaslateat

night.

Me:"IwillorderinI'mtiredIdon'tthinkIwillbeable

tocook.SowhatshouldIorder."

Them:"pizza."Inodded.



IshowedAqhamaherroom.

Her:"thanksforeverythingauntbutIwon'tbeable

tolivehereforever."Isatontopofthechestof

drawer.

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"Sheshrugged

Her:"Ikindalikemyownprivacy.Andyouguyshave

donealotalreadyforme.Andatsomepointyou

willneedprivacyIcan'tbealwayshere.Iwas

thinkingmaybeIfindaapartmentnearschoolifI

getaplaceandyoucanbringthekidsanytimeyou

wouldlike."Igotwheresheiscomingfrom.

Me:"okayIhaveaflatyoucanuse.Thepeoplethat

wererentingthereareleavingatresnow."WellIstill

havemyflat.Shesmiled.



Her:"thatwouldbegreat.EnkossiAunty(thankyou

aunt)"shecametohugme.

Me:"Pleaseemailmeyourdetails.Iwillre-register

youtommorow"

Her:"okayIwill.Thankyouagain."Wehuggedagain.

Iwalkedtomyroomandpreparedabubblebathfor

myselfandmyhusband.

IfelthandsaroundmywaistIlookedbackitwas

myhusband.Wekissedbeforegettinginthewater

andwemadeoutinthewater.

AfterbathingweateasafamilyAqhamawas

looseningupcauseshewaslaughing.Neverablur

momentwithmyfamily.



FollowingdayIwoke.IkissedSiyaalloverhisface

Siya:"mmhh"

Me:"wakeupbabeyouhavetogotoworkit'sbeena

monthsnow."Hegroanedbeforeopeninghiseyes.

Wellit'sFebruarynow.

Iwenttobrushmyteeth.Itookashowerandwore

mygown.Iwenttowakethekidsuptheyaregoing

tocreche.Theymissed2-3weeksoffschool.What

abadslatetostarton.

WhenIwasdonewiththem.Itookthemdownstairs.

Imadebreakfastforeveryone.IplacedAqhama's

onthewarmerI'mnotsurewhenshewillwakeup.

Ifedthekids.Theirdrivercame.Itookthemout.I



tooktheelevatorbacktomyroom.

Siyawasgettingdressed.Iironedourclothes

yesterday.Iworeamadakiwam.

Siya:"whatwillyoubedoingtoday?"Wewereeating

breakfast

Me:"Iwillgototheoffice,re-registerAqhamaatwits

andgotoacardealership."Helookedatmewith

hiseyebrowsup.

Him:"cardealer?Forwhat."

Me:"whatdowedothere?"

Him:"buycarsobviously"herolledhiseyes.



Me:"uya..."

Him:"youlikemockingmekendakwazii.(Iknow

you.)Butnottodaysatana"Welaughed.

Him:"stillhaven'tansweredmyquestion."

Me:"IwillbebuyingacarIhavebeensavingmoney

forit."Hesmirked.

Him:"Ihatesecretsyouknowthat."Ilooked

everywhereelsebuthim.

Me:"youknowyouwouldhavesaidIshouldjust

keepthemoneytomyselfyouwillbuymethecar."I

saidcopinghisvoicewelaughed.

Him:"yeahyouright.YouknowIlikespoilingyou.



Youdidalotformebackthan."

Me:"youusedtoscaretheshitoutofme.Youwere

sointimidatingstillarebutIgotusedtothat."We

laughed

Him:"yeahyouwere.Butweendeduphavinga

baby.Sametime.Ihavetocongratulateyouyourso

fertile."Welaughedheclappedhishands.

Me:"noMryourgettingitwrong.Youdidn'tgetitfor

solongthatyouendedupknockingmeonfirst

touch."Weburstintolaugher.

Him:"mxmlet'sgoIwilldropyouoff."Weleft.I

kissedhimbeforegettingintheoffice.

Peoplewerehappytoseemeback.Onmylunch

breakIre-registeredAqhamaandshewasaccepted



shejustneededtogothereandgeteverything

tommorow.

Iknockedoffearlytodayandwenttothecar

dealership.Ihavealreadybeenincontactwithhim.

OnwhatcarIwant.

Him:"Mrs.Plaatjies"IsmiledrevealingmyColgate

smile.

Mr:"Mr.Andrew"weshookourhands.

Him:"it'snicetofinallymeetyouinperson.Let'sget

downtobusiness.Igotyourcaryoujustneedto

signhereandmakethepayment."Inoddedand

signed

Iwenttopay.



Hetookmetomycaritwascoveredwithasheet.

Mr.Andrewuncovereditforme.

Itwasjustthewayilikeit.itwasblackincolour

withtintedwindows.Numberplatewaswritten'Nizi

2GP'.Icouldn'tbehappier.Ialsohavetochange

myBeastto'Nizi1GP'

WellIboughtaPorsche718Cayman.Ilovefast

carssoyeah.

Me:"Ican'tbelievethisisallmine."

Him:"youbetterbelieveit."Welaughed"herearethe

keys."HegavemethekeysIrantoopenthedoor.I

gavehimmyphonetotakepicturesIpostedthem

inallsocialmediaplatforms.

Idrivedout.Iconnectedmyphonetothecarand



droveoffinhighspeedlisteningtomusic.Idon't

careifIgetticketsaslongasI'mdrivinginspeed.

Igothomeandopenedthegate.JustthanSiyawas

alsocomingoutofhiscar.Iwalkedout.Hecameto

checkoutmycarwhistling.

Siya:"Iunderminedyourhaa.Didyouseethe

wheels."Hewasbusyadmiringit.

Ourfavoritesongthatweliketolistenanddanceto.

Welookedateachotherandstarteddancing.The

kidsgotoutasweweredancing.Theywere

clappinghands.Aqhamawasmakingavideo.

Wegotdoneandhighfived.Wealllaughed.

Him:"inneedtotakethisforaspin.Carkeys."He

didn'tevenwaitformetoreplyhesnatchedthem



fromme.Welaughed.HedrovespeedingoffIcould

herethewheels.

Mxmmyhusbandiscrazy.Nocap.ButIlovehim.

.
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Siyamthanda

LifeisgreatIcan'tbelieveIgotmarriedtoherfor

realthistime.Icouldn'tbeanyhappier.

IlovethewomanI'mmarriedto.Shetreatsme

great.Shetakescareofmeallthetime.

Sheisselflessthat'swhatIloveabouther.She

cares.Wearenowchillingwithourextendedfamily.

(Ourfriends).

WhenAqhamagotin.Shetookthekidswithher.

Atleastshehassomethingkeepingherbusy.

TT:"weshouldprobablytakehertothehospital

babyandletherseehowbeingadoctoris.Itwill

alsohelpimprovehermarks."

Lethabo:"morelikeanintern?"



TT:"yeah"

Lethabo:"weshoulditwillhelpherforgetmostof

thethings."

Nizi:"Iwilltalktoheronyourbehalf."

TT:"yeah1weekshewillbeontheeastsidethe

nextonthewestside."

Riri:"ngaskebenguye(IwishIcouldbeher)"we

laughedathisstupidity.

Shemovedtoherownapartmentwhichisgreat

don'tgetmewrongilovehavingheraroundbut.

HavingtohavesexinthebedroomonlyisboringI



enjoyhavingsexwithmyWifeineverlittlecornerof

thehouse.

Shegotoutofthemusicroomaftersigningto

beautifully.Shereallycansing.Ifeltsorryforher.

Shewasprobablythinkingaboutherbabydaddy.

Maybetheyusedtosingtogether.

Me:"zekaunyewenasundiqela(Ifuckyoudon't

fuckwithme)"wewerestillarguing.Welaughed.

Nizi:"Iwillmakeyoumoanandcursemynamedon't

start."Sheturnedmeoninasplitsecond.

Iwenttolockthedoorandpinnedheragainstthe

wall.

Shegiggled.



Her:"notnowwehavekidsdownstairs."Doyou

thinkIlistenedtoher.Wemadeoutinthemusic

room.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Thando

-3monthslater-

It'snowMay.MeaningIwillbegivingbirthanytime

soon.Myhusbandtookleaveatworkjusttotake

careofme.

Ididn'tmindhimatfirstbutnowhissuffocatingme.

HemakessureIeathealthy.Ican'teveneatice



cream.

Itrytocrybuthedoesn'tgivemethedayoflight.

Evenonourhoneymoon.ButIenjoyedmyselfthere.

Wecreatedbeautifulmemories.Meandmymother

arenowfine.Sheaskedmetogoandlivewithher

onceIgivebirthbutLwethusaidshewillcomeand

livewithus.

Sheagreed.Shesaidshewillliveherefor2months.

Wecouldn'tbeanyhappier.

LwethuandmymomgetalongsowelljustlikeIget

alongwithhisfamily.Nothingmakesmehappy

thanthat.

I'Mnowsittingatthestudydoingmyschoolwork

online,learningeverything.Idon'twanttobebehind



whenIgoback.

I'mgraduatingthisyear.Idon'twanttorepeatmy

year.Lwethugotinstirringsomething.Itookofmy

readingglasses.

Me:"pleasedon'ttellmeI'msupposetoeatagain."

It'sthethirdtimethatI'meatingnow.

Lwethu:"whodoyouthinkthisisforme.A.aYouso

openup."Hekneeleddownandkissedmystomach

thebabykicked.

Lwethu:"sostrongforagirl."Welaughed.Wewent

forascantoseethegenderandit'sagirl.

Shealwayskickswhenshefeelsherfather's

presence.ShemakesitworseatnightwhenLwethu

cuddleswithmytummy(wrappinghishands



aroundmyabdomenandplacinghisheadontopof

mystomach.Imagine.).

Weplacedourhandsonmystomach.

Me:"ahhh"Ifeltasharppaininmyabdomen.

Lwethuplacedthesouponthetable.

Him:"what'swrongbabe?"IshookmyheadI

suddenlyfeltwetIlookeddownonmyself.

Me:"g..ofe...tchth..eba..byba..gm..ywa..ter

br..oke"IsaidbreathingheavilyIwassweating.

Lwethu:"it'salreadyinthecarcomelet'sgo."Helift

meupinbridalstyle.Hewasalsopanicking.

Hedrovefasttothehospital.Hewenttothebootto



takethebag.He'salwaysprepared.

Hecametothecryingmenow.Heliftedmeupand

westeppedinsidethehospital.

Him:"nurse!!"Theycamewithastretcher.Wewent

totheward.MyGynecologistgotin.

Me:"whenamItakingherout."Lwethugotin

wearingscrubs.

ThedoctorlookedintomyVirginia.

Dr:"stillhavetowaitmaybeanhouror2."IfIwasn't

insomuchpainIwouldhavegivenher,hernews.I

justnodded.Shewalkedout.

Me:"c...any...ou...pleaseru..bm..yba.....ck"itwas



sofuckenpainful.Hepanickedandcametorubit.

Me:"ny...ukkamq...und..u(goup)"hechuckledand

wentup."Ti..gh...tenyo..urfis...taaaaah"myback

wasreallypainful.Minuteslaterthedoctorcameto

checkmeupagain.

Dr:"it'stime"nursescamein.Theytoldmetopush

andIdid.Lwethuwasholdingmyhandbeinga

bloodymotivationalspeakernexttomesayingIcan

doit.

Imademy5thpush.Iwasseriouslygivingup.Why

doesn'tthischildwanttocomeout.

Theroomwasfilledwithababiescry.Itear

escaped.Lwethucutthecord.Iwasgivenmybaby

shewascoveredinthenastything.



Lwethucametokissmyforehead.

Him:"KhanyisiweZulu"Ismiledbeforeblackingout.

Iwokeupandlookedatthesideofthebed.Lwethu

wassittingonthecouchwithKhanyiinhishands.

Me:"canIholdher."Hesmiledlookingupatme.

Hecamewithherandgavehertome.

Me:"heybaby."Ifellinlovewithhertheverysame

moment.

Lwethu:"myprincess"hesaidholdingherhandwith

hisfinger.

Me:"Icanalreadyseethatshewillbeadaddy'sgirl.



Sheevenhasyourlookslookatherearstheyare

blackmeaningshewillalsobeblack"hesmirked

andChuckledwhileIsulked.

Lwethu:"it'snotmyfaultthatmyprincesslookslike

me.Sheismyprincessafterall."Heshruggedhis

shoulders.Welaughed.

Lwethu:"thankyouforthegiftyougavememylove.

Iloveyouokay."Inoddedandwekissed.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo."Hepeckedmylipsandkissed

hisdaughtersforehead.

:"Goodthingyou'reawakeyouneedtobreastfeeds

her.Andmakesureyoumakeskintoskinwithher."

Saidthedoctorcomingin.

ItookoutmybreastsheshowedmehowandIdidit.



Shewassuckingmybreastlikeherlifedependson

it.

Lwethu:"canImakeherburpplease."Hesaid

smiling.Igavehimasmallclothtoputonhis

shoulder.

ItookmybreastoutofKhanyi'smouthandgave

hertohisfatherbeforeshecries.

Hemadeherburpandmadehersleepatthesame

time.

Me:"placeherinthecotmylove."Heshookhis

head.

Him:"canshepleasesleepinmyarmsfornow

beforethewholefamilycomeshereandtakemy

princessawayfromme."HerolledhiseyesandI



laughed.

Me:"Icanalreadyseewhenshestartsdatingand

youbeatingthefuckoutofherboyfriend."He

frownedandIlaughed.

Him:"Iwantnothingbadwithmyprincess.If

somethinghappenstoherIwillmarkthewholecity

red.YouKnowhowIamwiththingsthataremine."

Ilaughbecausetometoohisoverprotective.

Me:"overprotective"Irolledmyeyes.hechuckled.

Him:"I'monlyprotectingwhat'smine.Thereis

nothingwrongwiththat.Iloveyouguysokay."He

kissedprincessesforehead.

IcanseethatheishappywiththelittlelifeIgave

him.Itreallymakesmehappythatheishappy.I



alwayswonderedwhathewantsandnowthatI

gavehimaprincessheishappy.

TheSmileonhisfaceispriceless.Hehasalways

mademehappyI'malsohappythatIalsomade

himhappy.

Hecametokissme.

:"NotinmyHospitalplease"wepulledoutand

lookedatthedoor.TTandLethaboweretheones

talking.Allourfriendswereattheback.

Ririwasholdingalotofballoonsimagine.

Lwethu:"Ipaidforthisprivatesuitdoctors."We

laughed.



TT:"still,whatareyoulettingthechildseearggh"we

laughedathisdramaticself.

Snakes:"rhaaareyoutheonetalkingnow?"We

laughed.

Lethabo:"dutycallslet'sgobabeIknowtheywilleat

usalive."Welaughed.

TT:"yeahwehaveto."

Ayabonga:"ain'tyouguysbreakingthecodeof

conduct?"

Us:"yeah?"

Them:"technicallyyesbutwedatedbeforebuying

thehospitalsothereisnothingtheycando"they



shrugged.

Nizi:"haykeSowetoGospelchoir."Weburstinto

laugher.

Me:"Itrustririwithexaggeratingthings."

Them:"tch"welaughed

Riri:"jealousyisyouguystheyarenotforyou's."We

laughed

Weallchilledatthehospitalhavingfunlikealways.

Theywerebusywiththekidthewholetime.

WelcometotheworldKhanyisiweZulu.

.

.
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Mihlali

MynameisMihlaliPlaatjies.I'm22yearsold.I

haveatwinMinentlewegetalongsowell.AndI

haveanolderbrotherSiyamthandaNayazimoc

(you'llnow).

I'mdoingmyfinalYearinHRmanagement.Minnie

isdoingherfinalyearindesign.Meandherareso

close.Weshareatightbond.

Wealsoshareatightbondwithourbrother

Siyamthanda.Weliveinourownapartments.Siya

wastheonethatboughtthemforus.

Oledihesitatedatfirstbutsheendedupgivingin.



Siyawastheonewhoconvincedher.

Wealsoneedourownprivacywecan'tlivewith

Momourwholelife.Weloveourmothersomuch

butneeweneedprivacy.

IattendschoolatWitswithmytwin.Iwenttothe

cafeteriatoMeetupwithmyfriends.Wealways

meetthere.

Me:"yeahshoshomajita?"Wedidourhandshake.

Ihave3friendsLunga,HlomlaandQhamani.

Hlomla:"iseonpartykleweekendmoc?(istheparty

stillonfortheweekend)"

Me:"yeahntwana.Qaayizobaaphakumedlaleni



sendiybook.ileclub(yesboy.Butwearenotgoing

tomyhouseIbookedaclub)"

Them:"haiyathethakengoku(nowyouaretalking)"

welaughed.

Lunga:"ngabaphibanthwanaabazobaIhope

anizozanoStaceykudallasityabanthwanamajita

(whichgirlsarecoming?Ihopeyounotbringing

Staceyithasbeenalongtimewehavebeenhaving

sexwiththem)"wellwedoONS(onenightstand).

Me:"mabazebonkeaslongaskukofreepussy

ndipha(theymayallcomeaslongastherearefree

pussies.I'mthere)"

Them:"sipha(wearethere)"welaughed.Weall

stoppedlaughinglookingatanothergirlpassingus.



Hlomla:"banilomajita(whoisshe)"

Qhamani:"thenewgoddess."

Me:"lemmetrymyluck."Theylaughed.

Lunga:"sheislikethose'iamnotlookingfora

relationship'typeofgirlsplusyouwon'tgetitfrom

hershewilljustbuzzyouoff."

Me:"banibethefunuumtya(whosaidIwanttohave

sexwithher)shelookslikesomeoneIcansettle

downwith."

Them:"settledownrhaa."Welaughed.

Me:"letmecallher."



Them:"iffumani10numberssizokuthengelakutya

vekiyonke(ifyougethernumberwearebuyingyou

foodforthewholeweek.)"

Me:"okaysho"welaughed.

Me:"Xolobabygirl(sorrybabygirl.)"Shewassitting

onatablenexttous.Sheliftherheadupshewas

busyonherphoneeating.

Me:"njanihlalewedwaumhlekangaka(whyareyou

sittingalonewhenyouarethisbeautiful)"she

laughedandsmiledIalsosmiled.Iwinkedatmy

bro's.

Her:"don'thavefriendsaroundherethat'swhy."

Me:"I'myourfriendthancomesitwithus.Sozebe

lonelymntasekhayandikhonaiza(youcan'tbe



lonelywhileI'mhere,come.)"Shestoodupand

cametoourtable.

Her:"molweni(greetings)"

Myfriends:"Hellobabygirl/goddess/sweetheart"

shegiggled.

Me:"areyounewherecausesaziwonkeumtubutto

kwaziiwena(weknoweveryonebutwedon'tknow

you)"

Her:"oohIstartedthisyearinFebruary"

Us:"firstyearstudent?"

Her:"aaIwasstudyingatNMUbutlifehappenedso

myAunttookmein."



Qhamani:"howisithere?"

Her:"boringbutsinceIdon'thavefriends.Ialways

babysitmyaunt'schildrenandherfriendskidsand

theyarenicepeopletochillwithcausesthukuthezi

saphelabawo"wenodded.

Lunga:"whereareourmannersI'MLungaandthis

is...."

Hlomla:"Icanintroducemyself."Herolledhiseyes

"I'MHlomla"

Me:"Mihlali"

Qhamani:"Qhamani"shesmiled.



Her:"I'mAqhama"

Us:"beautifulnameforabeautifullady."Shegiggled.

Me:"oohbeforelibalesihost.ipartylawayso

awubaweliuzasinceuthiuyaborekaphakuwe.And

thinasizichomiiezakhosozesikuyekeborekenge

weekend(oohbeforeIforgetwearehostingaparty

andsinceyousayyougetboreddon'tyouwantto

come.Asyourfriendswewon'tletyougetboredon

aweekend)"

Her:"aslongasyouwillmakesurenjakazizenu

haveleashesthanndipha."

Us:"sipha."Weburstedintolaugher.

Qhamani:"IloveheralreadybutIwillmakesurethat

noonebothersyou."



Us:"Nam(meto)"welaughed.

Lunga:"whysithinjakazinje(whydoyousay

bitches)"

Aqhama:"youguyslooklikefuckboys"welookedat

ourselves.

Us:"durumgidiAqhamaforusibizaamakwekwe(a

man'sceremonyisexpensiveAqhamatocallus

boys.)"Wealllaughed.

Her:"xolweniklkmajita(sorryguys)"

Me:"10numbersklksothatIcancallyoulateron."

Her:"phone."Igavehermycellphone.Shepunched



inhernumber.

Iwinkedatmybro's.

Weallchilledwithhertillshehadtogowehada

greattimewithher.Causewewerelaughingthe

wholetime.

JusthopeIwillgether.

.

.

.

.
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TT

It'sbeenawhilehey.LifeisgreatwithLethaboby

myside.Thatwomanistheloveofmylife.

IneverthoughtIwouldeverbeinlovelikethis.And

thereismysonthatIlovesomuch.

MysonandLethaboaremyeverything.Hewillbe

turning2yearsoldinafewmonths.Lastyearwe

didanepicpartyforhim.

SotodayIwasthinkingofvisitingparentsandIwill



gowithmyfamily.

Ihavebeensendingmymomanddadmoneyevery

monthbutIdon'tvisitthemfrequently.Ihopethere

won'tbedramamymotherisdramaticshelikes

pissingmeoff.

Ihave2Hospitalstotakecareof.Yeahweended

upbuyingNizi'smotherhospital.Webothhave50

50sharesinbothhospitals.

Ididn'twantLethabotospendhermoneyinbuying

boththehospitalsbutsheinsisted.

Shesaid'idon'twanttobelikeI'mhereforyour

moneysopleaseletmepayIhavealotofmoney

thatmyparentsLeftmewith.Sowewillbuyit

togetherfinishandklaar.'



Iletherbeandweboughtthehospitalstogether.

Andwearemakingmoney.

AnotherreasonbehindthisvisitIwanttopropose

toLethabo.it'sbeenalongtimesincewehavebeen

datingsoIthinkit'snowtime.

WeloveeachothersomuchthatI'mafraidtoloose

hertosomeoneelse.

Ijustcamebackfrommybestfriendshouse,Siya.

Wewerecatchingupasalways.Lethabowasalso

catchingwithherbestfriendNizi.

WejustgotbackatthesametimeasNtlakanipho.

Hewenttocreche.Wewerewatchingourfavorite

showDragonBallZSuper.

Ntla:"mxmncolileFefe(Fefeisevil)"Ilookedathim.



Me:"banilowoboy(whoisthat?)"Hesulked.

Him:"cherry.am(mygirlfriend)"Ilaughed.

Me:"isn'tyourgirlfriendSange?"

Him:"nayeklk(alsoher)."Icanalreadyseethatmy

boywillbeaplayer.Ilaughed.

Me:"haikwedinibazolwangaweke(nomanthey

fightforyou)"

Him:"cherrykaChumaniawalwayonotwamno

Sekani(Chumani'sgirlfriendfightnotmineand

Sekani's)."Ilaughedathim.

Ifhismothercouldherehimtalkinglikethisshe



wouldsaylikefather,likeson.

Me:"gcinuSangeklk(keepSangethan.)"Hesulked.

Ichuckled.

Him:"umbiSangengoku(Sangeisuglynow)."DidI

notlaugh.

:"Likefather,likeson."Thatwasmybaby.SeeItold

youshewouldsaythat.

Me:"pleasesundifakapumpkin(don'tinvolveme

please)"

Her:"likefatherlikesonqa.Fuzewenalomthana

kuzezawumncinci(heislikeyouwhenyouwere

young)"



Me:"atleastIgotmypumpkinnow.Myownqueen

sophola."Shepeckedmylips.

Ntla:"ewwzobanomntana(youwillhaveachild)"

welaughedathim.

Baby:"kutshoba(whosaidso)?"

Ntla:"CagenoSnakes."Laughedathim.

Me:"safunanjena(wewanttohaveachild)"he

sulked.

Him:"a.aa.a"welaughed.

Baby:"ndimngokubukeliitv,lyt.aBluey(it'smyturn

nowtowatchTV,switchonBluey)"welookedather.



Wealwayswatchcartoonsinmyhousejustforfun.

Butalwaysfightonwhichshowtowatch.

Ntla:"phelakoBallZ(whenDragonBallZis

finished)"

Her:"mxmke"shefrowned.Weweresittingonthe

samecouch.

Herheadwasonmylap.

Me:"sunxamaklkbaby(whatmylove)"wekissed.

Ntla:"eww"wepulledoutlaughing.

Baby:"whatmustIcooktoday."

Ntla:"lasagna."



Me:"noneedtocookwewillbemeetingupwithmy

familytoday.IwantyouguystomeetbeforeIpay

lobolaforyou."Shelookedatmeshocked.

Her:"what?whydidn'tyousayso?Idon'tthinkI'm

readytomeetthem."

Me:"it'snoworneverbaby."Igaveherapeck.

Her:"yooh."

Me:"don'tworryIgotyourback.Iwillbewithyoutill

theendnotjustanyendbutdeathokay?"She

nodded.Igaveheranotherpeck.

Her:"IhavealreadysenttheemailtoAqhamato

informherthatshecancomeanddoaninternship

atthehospital."



Me:"IwasworriedaboutthatforasecondthereI

forgot."

Her:"Igotyoudon'tworry."

Me:"babywearegoingtoanundergroundparty

todaymeandtheguys.Wejustwanttomakeit

cleartoeverygangsterthatwearetherulersnow."

Her:"Finisher?"Welaughed.

Me:"Yayaziibestfriendyakhonjenazobapha(you

Knowyourbestfriend.shewillbethere)"

Her:"that'swhyshepulledmetogowithhertotown

today.Andsheboughtblackclothesfortonight."

Welaughed.



Me:"yeahwearegoingthere.Butnoneedtoworry

aboutyoursafetywewon'tsellouridentitieswewill

justgothereandstatethatTheStacks-meaningall

themafia.WeweretrainedbyaMafiaafterall.-

havearrived."Shenodded.

Her:"makesurethatI'mprotectedunderyourname

incasesomeonesearchsyou."

Me:"everythingissetbaby.Nowonewilleverfind

outaboutus.Iftheydothan.Wefollowrulenumber

3&4NoMatterhowmuchinformationthatperson

knowsaboutyoukillthemmakesureyoushootat

theheartorheadyouneverknowwhattheyare

planningtodo.Rule4neverleaveanystone

unturned.Killattheverysamemoment."

Lethabo:"what'srule1&2"



Me:"nouseintellingyouthoserulesmeandmy

boysbrokethemalready.Wearesupposetonot

loveatallbutlifehappened."Igaveherpeck.

WecontinuedchattingIwastellingthemaboutall

thegangsterthings.Ntlawasalsogivingmehis

attention.

Lateronweallfreshenupandtookoftomydad's

house.

Baby:"Ihavetochangentla.Iwillberightbehind

you."Inodded

Me:"babepleasedon'ttakeanythingmymomsays

toheartshecanbehushsometimes."

Her:"Ialreadyhavemybulletproofvestonmylove."

Ipeckedgetlips



Me:"butIgotyourbackpumpkindon'tworry."Isaid

gettinggettingout.

MyparentsliveinBraamnow.Iboughtthema

housethere.Myfatheralreadyknowsweare

coming.

WeusuallymeetforgolfortennisonSunday

morningsjusttocheckup.Iammoreclosertohim

thanmymother.

Iknockedonthedoor.Ilookedatmycar.As

LethabowaschangingNtla.Iwasn'tpayingmuch

attentiontothepersonopeningthedoor.

:"SorrysircanIhelpyouwithsomething."Thatwas

mySisterThabiso.Ilookedather.



Her:"lilbroaaaah."Shejumpedontopofme.I

spinedheraroundkissinghercheek.

Me:"don'tclosethedoorIhavepeopleinthecar."

Shenoddedsmiling.Ikissedhercheekagain

Wegotinmyparentsweresittingatthelounge

watchingnews.

Me:"oleditaima."Theylookedbackatme.

Mymomrantocomeandhugme.Shewaskissing

meallovermyface.MyfatherandSisterwere

laughing.

Me:"yuhaaaaoledibeworsevrouyamilapha(no

mommywomanishere)."Iwenttobrohugmy

Father.



:"Thepelothecarkeysplease."Shesaidgettingin

wipingNtla'snose.

Baby:"yoohwherearemymanners.MolweniTata."

Shesaidsmiling.

Taima:"tchiniinguyelokwediniakamhle(isither

sheisbeautiful.)"Theyhugged.

Thabiso:"myInstagramhasbeendrytheyneedto

seethis.Momlooktheboylookslikeme.Hellosis."

ShehuggedLethabo.Ntlareallydoeslooklikeher.

1thingaboutmysistersheisalwayswelcoming.

ThanshetookNtlafromher.

Taima:"what'stheboysname."



Lethabo:"NtlakaniphoSlindokuhleVice."Shesaid

smiling.

Mom:"rhaaubeungubaniwena?(Whoareyou?)"

Shestarted.

Lethabo:"LethabowakwaSmithma."

Mom:"Smithrhaandatsho.Nxx"Mydadlaughed.

Meandmysister:"nottodaymaplease."

Mom:"sheisthesamepersonthatmadeyoutonot

comeathomeformorethan10yearsThapelo."

Me:"thatwasmychoicema.ImetLethabo3years

ago.Eventhoughwekneweachotherbackthan."



Mom:"soyourdefendingherrightnowoveryour

ownmother."Shesaidcryingandgoingaway.See

whatIhavebeentalkingabout?

Dad:"don'tworryshedoesn'thateyouchild.Were

yourparentsMzoxoloandPhindi?"Lethabofaintly

smiled.

Her:"yestheywere."

Dad:"youlooklikePhindiIcantell.Butshedoesn't

hate.Justthatshehatedyourmotherbackthan."

Us:"butwhy?"Mydadlaughed.

Taima:"meandyourparentswerebestfriendsso

thistime.Wewerechillingatashisanyamalike

always.Soyoutmothersawyourfatherwith

anotherwoman.Nowshewasangry.Shecameto



sitontopofmylap.ThanFezeka-mymom-saw

her.Shewasstillnewekasisoshedidn'tknowthat

yourparentsweremybestfriends.Shejustcame

andhitPhindi.AndPhindibeingherself.Shebeat

Fezekauptothepulp.Shehadthegutstosay

'ndakutyelaunyeumnasundiqela(Iwilltakeyour

boyfrienddon'tshitwithme)'wehadtocallmore

peopletotakeyourmotherofher.Fromthatday

onwardstheyhatedeachother."Welaughed.

Lethabo:"soyouweremyparentsbestfriendsbutI

neversawyouwiththem."DadChuckled.

Him:"youwerealwaysbusywithSizweoryour

friendsifnotbooks.Andyouwerestillsmall"

Thabiso:"soyoutryingtotellmemomhatesher

becauseofamisunderstandingshehadwithher

mother?"ShesaidplayingwithNtlamysisterloves

kidsqait'sjustthatshecan'thaveherown.Sheisa

socialworker.



Dad:"exactlythat."Welaughed.

Dad:"it'ssadtheydied.Weweresoclosebackthan

andbeforetheirdeath."Wenodded.Myfather

lookedhurt.Hereallylovedhisbestfriends.

Goodthingisthatmyfatherandherparentswere

bestfriends.

Thabiso:"waitdidyousayLethaboSmith."Babe

noddedwhilesmiling.

Thabiso:"waitisshetheLethabothatmadeyoucry

atnightwhenyouwerestillinschool?"Meand

Lethabolaughed.

Me:"yessheis."



Dad:"whathappened?"

Thabisostartednarratingthestorytodad.Bythe

timesheisdonewearedeadwithlaugher.Lethabo

isevenavoidingeyecontactwithus.

Dad:"yougotyourmother'spersonality.Shealways

hadthegutstodowhatevertokeepwhat'shers."

Welaughed.

Me:"likemotherlikedaughter."Welaughed.That's

whatshealwayssaystomeandmyson.

Lethabo:"mxm."Welaughed.

Thabiso:"whatdoyoudoMakaNtlaforliving?"



Lethabo:"oohI'malsoadoctorlikeThapelo."

Thabiso:"metatthehospitalagain?"

Lethabo:"nowemetatmybestfriendshouse.She

isdatingSiyaThapelo'sfriend."

Dad:"thesamesiyathatyouranawaywith

kwedini?"Inoddedlaughingthinkingofhow

naughtywewere.

Thabiso:"akevakelaSiya."

Lethabo:"Ithinkhisbetterthanhiswife."We

laughed.

Dad:"hehastocomehereithasbeenalongtime

sincewesawhim.I'Msurekulilengokulalaity."



Me:"heevenhas3kids."Theylookedatme

shocked.MeandLethabolaughed.

Thabiso:"youlie."

Meandbaby:"I'mtellingyou."Welaughed.

Taima:"Ineedtoseehim.Alsoyourotherfriends.

I'msuretheyarealsogrownup."

Me:"wehaveallgrownupdad."

Wecontinuedchattingandweate.Weevenforgot

aboutMom.

LateronIwenttotheWarehousewillLethabowent

tothehospitalwithNtlatherewasanemergency



thatsheneededtoattend.

Shehastoperformanoperation.Shewillgohome

tiredyouwillsee.

ButiIovehersheismyeverything.Sheis

everythingIneedinawoman.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

LifeisgreatifIcansaysoeverythingisgoing

accordingly.

Mybabiesarehealthytheywillbeturning1inafew

months.Weareplanningonhavingour

engagementpartyontheirday.Birthdayinthe

morning,partyattheevening.

Iwassittingwithmybabytryingtoheckthe

gangstersaccounts.

Wehaveaundergroundhouseinourhouseinthe

bedroom.Theroomisfullofcomputers.



Thecomputersaccessustoeverythingintheworld.

It'seasytoevenfindpeoplewithit.

Me:"whydoyoumilkeverygangstersmoney?"

Siya:"wearegoingtothisundergroundpartytoday.

Vusumziwastherulerhissecondhandmanwillbe

tellingtheothergangsterleadersthathewillbein

chargenow.InsteadofhimbeingtherulerIwillbe

theruler."Ilookedathimwithagrinonmyface.

Me:"soyourmilkingthemdrysothatyoudon't

seemlikeyounotjust,talking,butyoumean

businesshere?"Hesmirked

Him:"you'reafastlearnerthat'swhatIloveabout

you."Wekissed.



Wefinishedmilkingthemdry.Ileftthemeachwith

10000r.Betterthannothing.Wemadesurethat

theydon'tgetnotified.

Me:"wherearewesendingthesebillionsofrands?"

Siya:"aroundtheworldtothepeopleinneed."I

laughedhecanbeevil/thoughtfulsometimes.He

alsolaughed.

Me:"that'sgreat.ButI'mcomingwithtonight."He

lookedatme.

Siya:"Ican'tputyourlifeindangerbabyyoucan't."

Me:"wewon'tbesellingouridentitiesmocforthe

sakeofthekids."Isaidwithpuppyeyes.



Him:"butstillbaby."

Me:"pleasejustthisonce."Hesighed.

Him:"okayfine."Iwenttohughim.

MinuteslatermyfriendLeJoyandmyhusband's

bestfriendTTcame.MeandLeJoywenttothemall

justtobuyanoutfitformefortonight.

Laterontheywenthomeafteragreatday.

Aqhamaalsocame.Idecidedtotakeherhomewith

thekidstheyhaveamovienight.

IwenttoAqhama'sflattodropoffthemoff.

Igotthere.Ihavealreadydressedthemupintheir



warmpyjamas.

Her:"wearegoingtohavegooddayto.Saybyeto

Nizi."IbidMtgoodbyesbeforegoingtomyhouse.

AsIgotinthehouseSiyapinnedmeagainstthe

wallandkissedme.Ichuckled.

Me:"notnow."Isaidstillexchangingspitswithhim.

Him:"goodlucksexmylove."Ilethimbe.

Wedid5rounds.WhenweweredoneIwasso

fuckentired.

Wetookashowertogetherandhad2roundsthere

also.Iworemyundergarments.



Iworeamyvestthanabulletproofvestontopofit.

Iworemyblackleatherdressthatisoversizeit's

abovemyknees.

Ithanworemylongboatheelthatreachesmy

thighs.Ifinishedthelookofwithsimplemakeup

androughingupmyhair.Nouseinwearinga

weavecauseIwillbewearingabalaclava.

Siya:"haibabysozephumeumhleunje(nobabyyou

arenotgettingoutlookinghotlikethis)"Iblush.He

waswearingallblack.

Me:"I'mjustadvertisingforthemtoseethekindof

foodyoueat.I'mallyoursbabynooneelse's."We

kissed.

Wetookourbalaclavas.Theyarewritten'FS'-

FinisherandSilencer-ontheleftcheek.



Wetookofftothewarehouse.Wegotthereandthe

guyswerealreadythere.

Us:"yeahshoshomajita"wesaidsalutingthem.

Cage:"qondilesozeaphosweu'Finisher(Iknewit

Finisherwillbehere)"Isulkedandtheylaughedat

me.

Me:"justwantedtoseewhatwillhappen.Youall

knowthatIlovethefastlife."Theylaughed.

Snakes:"pleasedon'tinvolveourwife's.Iknowyou

willwanttogotoheiststogether."

Tailor:"pleasedo.mineisstillyoung."Welaughed.

Me:"thisisthelasttimeI'mdoingthis.Iwillonlydo



itformysafetynextTime."Theynodded.

TT:"letmefetchshotsbeforewego."Hewenttothe

barandcamebackwithTanquerayandshot

glasses.

Wealldrank2shots.

TT:"whatdidyoudowiththemoney?"

Siya:"sentitaroundtheworldforthepeoplein

need."Hesaidwithasmirk.Wechuckled.

Snakes:"thanwhosentmeamillioninmyoffshore

account?"

Theotherguys:"yeahwhodid?"



Siya:"Idid.DoyouthinkIwillforgetyouguys?

NeverImeanwearebrothersforlife.Weride."

Us:"anddietogether."Weallbrohugged.

Wetookourgunsandbalaclavas.Weworethem

andtookoffusingourmottobike's.

SeewhyIlovechillingwiththeseguys.Wegotto

theprivatelocation.Weshotallthe guardsbefore

goingtothedoor.

:"SinceweallknowthatTheBeast-Vusumzi-is

deadashisrightnowI..."Siyashottheroof.Making

everyonetakeouttheirgunsandlookatus.

Siya:"Iwillchargefromnowon.Iwillranthese

streets.TheycallmeSilencerwhentheycallme."



:"Whoareyoutocomeandorderusaround?"

Us:"TheStacks."Theyallgaspedbeforecracking

theirguns.

Me:"ifIwereyouIwouldn't."

:"Overmydeadbody."Weallshothim.

Me:"khonaomnyeoverhisorherdeathbody.IfI

wereyouIwouldratherworryaboutbeingbankrupt

thanwantingtoshootFinisher."Theyallchecked

theirphones.

Them:"bloodyfools"theycrackedtheirguns,we

laughed.

Siya:"Theydon'tcallmeSilencerfornothing.Bye."



Hecametowardsmeandwekissedsomeone

wantedtoshoothimbutIshothim

Us:"bye."Theywereshootingandwewereshooting

back.

Wetookofftothewarehouse.

Them:"finishermarn."Theylaughedaswewere

nowdrinking.

Me:"qalileke(youstarted)"welaughed.

.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

Wewerestillchillingatthewarehousedrinking.

Me:"sowhat'sournextheist?"

Ayamthanda:"goldheist."



Us:"v'tsekthiswasthelasttimeyouweredoing

gangsterthings."Welaughed.

Snakes:"butsheismakingsenseguyslet'sdoa

goldheist."

Mamber:"Iwilldotheresearchofwhohasthem."

Cage:"andwemusthaveasolidplan.Peoplewith

gold'saredangerous."

Us:"yeahwehaveto."WelookedatNizi

Us:"goduke(youwillgohome)"

Her:"okayXoloke(I'msorry)."Welaughed.



Tailor:"asizoyaziwatillNinikengoku(untilwhen

aretheynotgoingtoknowus)?"

Me:"tillweknowhowtheydealwiththeirthingsand

surethatourkidsaresafe.Wedon'twanttoburry

ourownkids."

Us:"Iwouldratherkillthemmyselfthentolet

anyonekillthem."Welookedateachotherand

laughed.

Mamber:"oohbythewaymeandmywifeare

adoptingachild."Hesaidsmilingwelookedathim.

Wealsosmiled.

Nizibone:"itmustbehardtonothavekidsofyour

ownright?"Shesaidsulking.



Mamber:"yeahitisbutwhenIvowedandsaidfor

betterorforworse.Imeanteverysingleword."He

saidsmiling.Weallbrohuggedourfriend.

TT:"whenareyouknockingZimiof?"Wealllooked

atSnakes.

Us:"yeahweareallfather'sexceptyou."Wegave

himquestioningeye's.

Snakes:"whosaidIwon'tbearefather."Hesaid

smilingsippinghisJ&B.

Us:"youhavealreadyknockedheroff?"Wewere

shocked.Hesmiled.

Snakes:"yeahbutwefoundouttoday.Wewere

goingtotellyouguys."Weallcongratulatedhim.



Snakes:"thankyouguys.Nizipleasedon'tmention

anything.Shewantedtotellyouguyswhenyou

meetuptommorowforbreakfast."

Us:"Ustoo?"Snakesrolledhiseyes.

Nizi:"gaytendencies."Weburstedintolaugher.

Snakes:"toansweryourquestionnotNinamajita

amamediethu(notyouguysourwoman)."

Us:"ooh."

Nizi:"in2weekstimewearehavinganengagement

party.ThemeVintagelook."Theyalllookedatus

shocked.

Them:"Vintagelook?"



Us:"yeahwhat'swrong?"

TT:"werewillwefindthosekindofclothesweare

notin18's."

MeandNizi:"youallhavemoneyso.Finda

designer."

Tailor:"butIlikethetheme.Meandmybabyare

goingforashoppingspree....."

Us:"shoppingspree?Susenzasoberwena(don't

makeussober)"Welookedathimshocked.Heisn't

apersontogooutshoppingklk.

Cagestoodupandplacedhishandinhisforehead.



Cage:"thetemperatureisfine.Whichmeanshis

totallywhippedmajita."Weburstedintolaugher.

Nizi:"sizoyangekariYamadonkimocbaby?(Are

wegoingtouseadonkeyCartbaby?)"Welookedat

herandlaughed.

Us:"duruRemyMartin/J&B/JohnnieWalker/Jack

Daniel'sNizibone."Welaughed.

MxmthisoneiscrazyIwonderwhatmadeherthink

ofsuchathing.

Me:"asusathinotnehashimyloveuthidonki(you

arenotevensayingaHorseyousayadonkey)."We

werestilllaughing.

Nizi:"lonake(itthen)"welaughed.



TT:"whatabestfriendmywifehas."

Mamber:"whatatwinmywifehas."

Tailor:"whatacousinmywifehas."

SnakesandCage:"whatafriendmywifehas."We

laughed.

Me:"youallbettercauseI'mmarriedtothatgirl."

Theylaughedatthefrowningme.

.

.

.

.

.

.



Nizibone

Afteratimewiththeguysyesterdaymeandmy

babywenthome.

Iwokeupearlyinthemorning.Ididmyhygiene

processthanworemygown.

Itookoutmyorangeleatherlongsleevedress

AlongwithmyblackGiuseppeZanottiBlack

RhinestoneMayLondonSneakers.

Ialsotookoutawhiteplaint-shirtformhemisphere

formyhusbandandhisgreycheckchinopantsand

hiswhiteGuiseppeZanottiGoldPlateWhite

Sneakers.

Iwenttowakehimsothathedoesn'tbelate.He

hastoattendanimportantmeeting.Heisa

businessmanafterall.



Ikissedhimalloverhisfacethanwenttothemouth.

Him:"mhhnizi."Hesaidwithhiseyesclosed.

Ipartedhislipswithmytongue.Ibitehislowerlip

gentlybeforesuckingit.Herespondedtothekiss.

Me:"vukatatamaweleunemeeting(wakeupdaddy

ofthetwinsyouhaveameeting.)"Heopenedhis

smalleye's.Ikissedthem.Hesmiledsittingup

straight.

Him:"whatawaytowakesomeoneup."Wekissed

again.

Me:"comewakeupyouhavetogotoameeting

todaydon'tforgetthat."Hepeckedmylipsbefore

goingtothebathroom.



Imadethebedandopenthecurtainsalongwiththe

windows.

Iwentdownstairstomakebreakfast.Imadesoft

mealmealporridge.Iplacedtheporridgeonthe

tableinbowls.Ialsoplacedpeanutbutter,butter,

milkandsugarofcourse.

Ionlyaddpeanutbutterandsugarinmineandmy

husbandaddsbutter,milkandsugar.

Ifelthandsonmywaistlinefollowedbyakisson

myneck.Heknowsthatthatsweaknessspot.

Me:"babe."Iletoutamoan.

Him:"justmissbeinginsideofyou."



Me:"butwedidn'tevensleepatmidnight."Heturned

mearoundtolookathim.

Him:"sundixelelangentozangokoumnathetha

ngoku(I'mnottalkingaboutthatI'mtalkingabout

now)"

Me:"zothiqiChristinanoMaviske(Christinaand

Maviswillcome)"

Him:"thisismyhouse."Wekissed.

.

.

.

IwasknowwiththeladiesatMuggandBean.Riri

wentoverseas.Hewillbeplanningaweddingthere.

Seeheisfamousinternationally.



LeJoy:"sohowdiditgoyesterday."Theylookedat

me.

Me:"youhusband'ssaidImustnotinvolveyouguys

sinceIwillinfluenceyouintodoingit."Isulked

eatingasliceofbarvonecake.Theylaughed.

Zimi:"isitthatenjoyabledarn?"

Me:"youshouldtryitoutwithSnakestrustmeyou

willbebeggingtodoaheist."Isaidsmiling.

Them:"Finisherman.!!"Everyonelookedatus.

Ayola:"hainiguyslet'sclapforher."Shesaid

clappingherhandsandeveryonefollowed.Weall

laughedatthecafe.



Me:"youguysaremad."Welaughed.

Ayabonga:"talkwearelistening."

Inarratedthestoryofyesterday.

Thando:"youguyskissedatgunpoint?"Theyall

lookedatmeshocked.

Me:"yeswedid."

LeJoy:"that'sSilencerandFinisherforyou."We

laughed.

Me:"yayaziixasiSenamatshambanotakaChumani

(youKnowhowwearewhenweshowoffwith

Chumani'ddad.)"



Them:"washa."Welaughed.

Zimi:"guyslisten."WelookedatthehappyZimi

know.

Us:"thethantombi(speakgirl)"

Zimi:"rhaanoskeniyeke(ratherleaveit)."We

laughed.

Shereachedoutforherbagandtookoutababy

romper.Wescreamedcausingeyes.

Us:"ourfriendishavingababyaaaaah."Thepeople

laughed.Wewenttohugher.

.

.



-weeklater-

Todaywearegoingtothecemeterytorenewmy

fatherstombstone.

ItwasasadmomentformeandMomcausewe

knewthekindofamanhewas.Alsohisfamilywas

sad.

Ayabongadidexperienceourfathersloveandshe

wassadaboutthat.

EvenQhawecame.Everythingwasorganizedwell.

Wewenttoalittleserviceatmymother'shouse.We

spokesohighlyabouthim.Hewasagreatperson

afterall.

Afterthatwewenttothecemetery.Everythingwent

well.Hehadabig,beautifultombstone.Icried

thinkingofthegreatdaysIspentwithhim.



AftereveryonewasgoneIstayedbehindandspoke

tohimcrying,thankinghimforalwaysguidingme.

Ialsotoldhimabouteverythinghappeninglikeold

days.IaskedforhisguidancewhenIwasdoneand

ItoldhimthatIlovehim.

Istoodupandwenttothecar.Siyawaswaitingfor

me.Suchalovelysoul.

Him:"areyoufinenow."Hesaidkissingmyhands.

Me:"yesI'mfinethankyouforaskingmylove."We

kissedbeforedrivingoff.

Wegothomeandatelunch.Whatadullmoment.

.



.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Todayit'sthetwinsbirthdayparty.Theyareturning

1.It'sliketheywhereneversmalltheyareso



naughtynowadays.

Theywanttotakeeverythingtheycanreachto.I

alwayswishthattheycouldhavestayedsmallfor

therestofmylife.

Buttheyhavetogrow.OohbeforeIforgetweare

alsohavingourengagementpartytoday.

Thethemeisstillvintage.Everyonewasn'tsure

aboutthethemebuttheyallendedupgivinginand

lovingthetheme.

Wewerestillsettingupthethemefortheparty.

WhichisLooneytunes.Theirfavoritecartoons.

Theengagementpartiesdecorationisdone.



TT:"didyougetallourhoodies?"Wellwedecidedto

allwearhoodiesforthepartywithacharacterfrom

Looneytunes.

Me:"theyshouldgethereanysecond."

Mamber:"Ihopethecakeishere."

Theguys:"Ihopesotoo."Theysaidlookingatme.

Riri:"whyshouldthecakebehere?"

Us:"yeahwhy."

Them:"it'sastoryforanotherday."Wechuckled.

Me:"yeahitishereIbroughtithereyesterday."They

sighed.Wechuckled.



Zimi:"somethingbigmusthavehappened."

Us:"somethingreallybig."

Them:"youdon'twanttoevenknow."Theshook

theirheadswelaughed.

Theintercomfromthegatewentoff.

Me:"itmustbethehoodies."

Ibuzzedthatpersonin.Minuteslatertherewasa

knockonthedoor.Iwenttoopenit.

Deliveryguy:"NizibonePlaatjies."Inodded"please

signhereforme."Isigned.



Hegavemeabigbox.Itookitandwalkedin.

Me:"knife."Isaidliftingmyhandup.Someonegave

ittome.

Me:"dankie(thankyou)"Iopenedthebox.Itwasthe

hoodies.

Me:"celasingaxabaniplease.Wonkeumtumaka

thathelacartoonbeyfuna(let'snotfightplease.

Everyonemusttakethecartoontheywanted.)"

Siya:"justcallthemoutmylove."

Me:"theremustbe3leftforAqhama,Minnieand

Zumbonge."

Siya:"IwasabouttoaskwhereisMihlali'slibeleba



yesgela."

Me:"BugsBunny?"

Ayabonga:"sapha(it'smine)."

Me:"Duffyduck?"

TT&LeJoy:"saphatheremustbe2there."I

searchedagain.

Me:"oohnantsi(hereitis)."Theytooktheirhoodies.

Me:"Tweety?"NooneansweredIplaceditaside.

Me:"YosemiteSam."



Mamber:"mine."

Me:"Leghorn"

Tailor:"sapha"

Me:"porkypig"

Tailor:"it'sthando'ssaphaIwillgiveittoher."

Thandoisatherfavoriteplace.Thekitchen.

Me:"Elmer."

Ayola:"mine."

Me:"Sylvester?"



ZimiandCage:"sapha."

Zimi:"nomarnyouchoiceGonzales."

Cage:"oohIforgot."Wechuckled.Igavethemtheir

hoodies.

Me:"Marvin."

Snakes:"sapha."

Me:"Bulldog."

Riri:"sapha."

Me:"onwrittenLooneytunes."



Them:"v'tseksinazointozethuthina(wehaveour

things?"Welaughed.

MinehadallthecartoonsfromLooneytunes.I

placedthe3leftaside.Itookmine.

Wewrappedupeverything.At11amtheparty

started.ItwasgreatIwassohappytoseemykids

happy.

Thesmileontheirfacewaspriceless.Everything

wentwell.At4pmtheparentscametofetchtheir

kids.Myfriendswenthometoprepareforthe

engagementparty.

Me:"babyupromisedtogowithmetothespa."I

wanttogotothespa.Justtorelaxmybodybefore

theengagementpartyat7pm.



Iwasstillwearingthepartiesclothes.Thekidsare

withAqhama,ZumbongeandMinnie.

Weallworethehoodieswithjeans.

Siya:"suxoka(don'tlie)."Hesaidlookingatme

applyinglipgloss.

Me:"ewetch.Let'sgo."Idraggedhimouttheroom.

Him:"thisisdefinitelydomesticabuse.Aqhama!!

Zumbonge!!Minnie!!Phone.laniamapolicemywife

isabusingme."Iheardthemlaughing.Theyall

cameout.

Me:"mxmwewillbebackmakesureyourready

causetheengagementpartystartsat7pm.Not1

secondpast7."



Minnie:"whyismybrothercrying."Theylaughed.

Me:"mxmhedoesn'twanttogotothespawithme."

Theylaughed.

Siya:"canyouallcallthepolicethisisabuse."We

laughed.

Me:"mxmlet's.Anddon'tforgettopackthekids

bagstheyaregoingtomymother'shouse.Their

driverwillcomeat6andyourdriverwillcomeat

halfpast6.Byeseeyouattheevent."Idragged

Siya.

Him:"abuseguys.Callthepolice."Hesulked.We

laughed

Wewenttothespa.Wedideverythingthere.Siya

endedupgivinginandweenjoyedourselves.



At6wewentbackhometowearourclothes.Iwas

wearingareddresswithblackdotsthatisholdsme

onthetopandbigatthebottomlikeyourdressfor

awedding.

Ialsoworemyblackleathergloveswiththoseold

fashionheelsinamodernlook.

Ifinishedthelookofwithabigafrowig,simple

makeupandasmallredhat.

SiyawaswearingacheckChinopants,brownshirt,

crossbelts,longcreamcoat,creamhat,glovesand

roundsunglasses.

Him:"hairhaasexyumna."Hereallywas.

Me:"masingayibaby.(let'snotgo)."Welaughed.



Him:"Iwishbuttherearealotofpeoplethere.I

thinkyoushouldwearredclothesandyourafrowig

moreoften."Hewasdroolingovermebittinghis

lowerlip.

Me:"yeahmaybeIshould."Isaidspinningaround

giggling.

Him:"yourreallylookgreat."Hekissedme.

Me:"youlookhandsometo."Wekissed.

Me:"let'sgoourcartisalreadyoutside."Yeahwe

endedupdecidingtogowithitsincemanypeople

willbeusingvintagecars.

Him:"applyredlipstickbaby."Iappliedit.



Him:"yeahyoulookgreatnow."Ifixedhishat

Me:"youalsolookhandsome."Wekissed.

"Sunxama(wait)"Iwipedthelipstickstains.

Wewalkedouttothecart.Wefirsttookpictures

andmadesurethatwehaveanoldfilter.

Wewillpostthemwhenwegetback.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Mihlali



It'sbeenafewmonthssinceIhavebeendating

Aqhama.Andsheisthebest.

Wealwaystogether.Andwealwaysenjoyeach

other'scompany.

Myfriendsstillcan'tbelievethatIamdating1

person.Idon'tblamethemthough.

EarlierontodayIwenttoschoolsoIcouldn'tgoto

mynieceandnephew'sparty.

ButIwillgotomybrothersengagementparty.I

dressedaccordingtothetheme.Theyreallychoice

agreattheme.

IusedaUbertogetthere.IspotMinnieamountthe

people.Everyonelookedgreathere.



Me:"whydidn'tyoucomeandfetchme."Thepeople

thatweresittingwithherlookedatme.Fuckwhatis

shedoinghere.

MeandAqhama:"Mihlali/Aqhama!"

Minnie:"youguysknoweachother."

Us:"yeah."

Us:"whatareyoudoinghere?"Wesaidasunion.I

pulledherawayfromeveryone.

Welaughed.

Me:"let'sbeserious.Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Her:"it'smyaunt'sengagementparty."



Me:"holdonyourauntisNizi?"Iwidenedmyeyes.

Her:"yeah."

Me:"fuck."

Her:"what'swrong?"

Me:"IguessI'myouruncleinlawcause.Siyaismy

brother."Shelookedatmeshocked.

.

.

.

.

.

Siya



Wegottothevenueusingacart.Whenwegotthere

everyonewasoutside.

AndasIguessedRighttherewheredifferentkinds

ofoldcars.Theywerescreaminglookingatus.

Wegotdownandwentin.Everyonewasdressed

accordingtothetheme.Andtheylookedgreat.

Therewheremanypeopleasexcepted.

ThepartystartedCageandSnakesweretheMC's

imagine.Butwewerelaughingourlungs.

Thandowastheonecookingasalways.Theday

wentgreat.Lateronwealldidtheoldendays

dance's.



Wealldrankandenjoyedourtime.

.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Wewerestillatthepartyhavingfunasexpected.

Fromthelooksofthingseveryoneishappy.



Everyoneishavingatimeoftheirlife.Iwassitting

withmyfriends.

TT:"seewhenIsaymybrohostthebestparties."

Riri:"1ofthereasonswhyIdon'tmisstheirparties."

Welaughedcausehelefthisjobundoneoverseas.

Ayola:"reasonwhyyouleftwork.Youarenoteven

afraidthatyoumightloosetoabetterperson."

Zimi:"tch"

Riri:"haiwethuIdon'tgiveafuck."Welaughed.

CageandMamber:"thiniaphaKumawuwagive

amafuck(whatareyousayingtomeyoudon'tgive



afuck)"weburstedintolaughed.

Ayabongawasevenonthefloor.

Me:"mxmnadikaNini(youguysareirritating)"we

laughed.

Tailor:"she/hesaidandiwagiviamafuckandI

lookedaway."Welaughed.Lejoywasalsoonthe

floornow.

Siya:"nomarnGuysstopitIlikeit."Haykewewere

allintearsnow.

Ididn'texpectthatfromhim.

Thando:"it'stomuch."Wewerestilllaughing.



Snakes:"let'sbeseriousguysalcoholisto

expensivetobesoberbecauseoflaughterandI'm

youngtodiebecauseoflaughter."Welookedatthe

seriousSnakesnowandweburstedintolaugher.

Me:"I'mdonewithyouguysIseriouslyneednew

friends."Theylaughed.

Tailor:"onaseriousnotethough.Ineverthought

Niziwasseriouswhenshesaidshewantsacart."

Theylaughed.

Mamber:"metooIthoughtmaybeshewillorganize

anexpensiveoldcarsomewhereintheworld."

Cage:"metoohey.Withthesetwoyouneverknow

whattoexpect."WeChuckled.

Them:"theyarenotSilencerandFinisherfor



nothing."Welaughed.

MeandSiya:"mbanonya."Theylaughed.

Everyoneisdrankbythetimeweallgohome.

Iwokeupwithabangingheadache.Andthelight

comingfromthewindowwasmakingitworse.

Me:"mhhSiyamthandavalicurtains(Siyamthanda

closethecurtains)."

Siya:"a.aa.amarn."Hegroaned.

Me:"Ingathbendiselibeerzoloyerre(it'slikeIwas

drinkingabeeryesterday)."

Siya:"shhyangxola.(Youmakinganoise)."He



groaned.

Thedoorflewopen.

:"Nizi!!"Thatwasallofmykids.Igroaned.

Siya:"NizibonePlaatjiesthathabanthwanabakho

phumendakcelaplease(NizibonePlaatjiestake

yourkidsandgetoutplease.)"IswearIwasfaster

thanlightningtoopenmyeyesandlookathim.

Me:"oohngabamnamhlanje.(oohtheyaremine

today.)"

Thekids:"Tata."Theywerelookingatus.

Theywereclean.Meaningtheyjustcameback.



Me:"uphiimakhuluwenu(whereisyour

grandmother),"Isaidclosingmyeyes,myheadon

myhandsittingupstraight.

Chumani:"mkile(sheisgone)"

Me:"yaniplayroomndiyezangokugiveme30

minutes."

Uvuyo:"aamamafunuphumathina(nomomwewe

wanttogoout)."

Me:"niyephi(towhere)"Isaidopeningmybigeye's.

Siya:"wavalebabyazowa(closethembabytheyare

goingtofall)"thekidslaughed.

Me:"mxmwheredoGuyswanttogo."



Nkanyezi:"gamecenteremall."

Siya:"hambanisizovasanoNizisibenohamba(go

wewillbathsothatwecango.)"Theyallwalkedout.

Ithrowmyselfonthebed.

Me:"whydidIevenhavetodrinkthatmuch."

Siya:"Itwaslitafterall."

Me:"yeahitwas."Hecameontopofmeandwe

kissed.

Him:"let'stakeashowertogethertosaveWater."I

laughedthroughthekiss.

Imadethebedwhilehewenttotakeoutclothesfor



us.Wetookashowertogether.

Weworeourmatchingoutfits.Blackhoodies,

redbatjeansandadidasanklesneakers.We

walkedoutandwenttotheplayingroom.

ItwasamessI'mtellingyouall.

Me:"masambeni(let'sgo)"theyallrantous.Itook

myboyswhileSiyatookNkanyezi.

ChumaniwasonmybackandUvuyowasatthe

front.WewalkedtothesilverAudiQ3.

Weplacedthemallintheirbabyseats.

Wetookoff.



Siya'sphonevibrated.Itwasthebusinessone.

Him:"Iwonderwhatisitnow."

Itookthephoneandviewedthemessage.

Me:"oohyouareinvitedtoaGaladinnerfor

tommorowafternoon.It'sabusinessmantype

thing."

Him:"whyamIgettingthenotificationnow."

Me:"thatPAofyoursistolazyforthejob.Andifuni

noxokaandimthandilamthanakhonanjeinto

ngaye(Idon'twanttolieIdon'tlikeher,thereis

somethingabouther)"helookedatmeandlaughed.

Him:"youlookcutewhenyou'rejealous.Justno



thatIwouldnevercheatonyou.Youalsoknowthat

Ihatecheating."Inodded.

Hetookmyhandandkissedmyknuckles.Ismiled

lookingathim.

WegottothemallandfirststartedatWimpyfor

breakfastIwasfamishedandIstillhadthe

headache.Iwastalkingthepainlikealady.

Waiter:"canItakeyourordersplease."

Me:"justgivemeyourspecialfortodayandstrong

coffeenoaddedmilknorsugar."Henodded.

Siya:"samegoesforme.Andforthekidsjustfries

andVienna'sorsausage's."Shealsowrotethat

down.



Him:"andfortheirrefreshments."

Me:"milkshakesthesmallones."henoddedbefore

going.

Chumani:"sizoyagamecenter(arewegoingtothe

gamecenter)"

Siya:"yeahgqibakwethuutya(whenwearedone

eating)"theysmiledweChuckled.

Siya:"youstillneedadressfortommorowevening."

Me:"IhaveadressthatIhaven'tworebefore."

Siya:"pleasepromisemeit'snotthatexposing."He

saidclosinghiseyesIlaughed.



Me:"itkindaisbabyjustforonenightplease."He

frowned.

Thekids:"umbi(youareugly)."Welookedatthem

andlaughed.Wealllaughedbringattentionto

ourselves.

Theyallsmiledlookingatthebeautifulfamily

havingagreattime.

Ourfoodcameandweate.Aftereatingwewentto

thegamecenter.

IwasplayingwiththetwinswhileSiyaand

Chumaniwenttoaddmoremoneyinourgamecard.

Wewenttolookforthem.Chumaniwasexchanging

nastylookswithanothergirlIlaughed.



Siyawasjustlookingatthemchuckling.Thatgirl's

motherwaslaughing.

Me:"andthan?"Isaidlaughing.

Thatmother:"oohisthisyourgreatwifeMr.

Plaatjies."Ismiled.

Him:"eweNandi."Hesaidsmiling

Nandi:"ndatshomarnuyafananoChumaniumhle

nobamhle(Icanseesheisevenbeautiful)"Ismiled

Me:"EnkossiwethuNandinaweumhle.BaniGama

legirlleyakho(thankyounandiyouarealso

beautiful.What'sthenameofyourbabygirl)"Isaid

kneelinginfrontofChumaniandthatgirl.



Me:"baniGamalakhobaby(what'syournamegirl)"

shesmiled.

Her:"Eyodwandoni."Ismiledshehasabeautiful

name.

Me:"semnandiGamalakho(youhaveabeautiful

name)"Ilookedathermom."Whatisthemotive

behindherbeautifulname."Iaskedsmiling.

Nandi:"sheistheonlygirlIhavesinceallher

siblingsareboys."Ismiledandnodded.

Me:"theninilwakengoku(whyareyou2fighting)?"

Chumani:"undityaleqala(shepushedmefirst)"he

gaveheranastylook.Ilaughed.



Eyodwa:"sxoka(don'tlie)"

SiyaandNandi:"baqalile(theyhavestarted)"I

laughed.

Me:"sanulwaklkhug.ananinixolelane(hugsothat

youcanforgiveeachother.)"Theyfirstlookedat

eachotherbeforehugging.Istoodupagain.

Nandi:"oohletmeintroducemyself.I'mnandiandI

workforMr.Plaatjies,here,athisaccountantfirm.

I'malsoandaccountantthere."Ismiledshealso

smiled.

Me:"ndavuyukwazikamnandisewundaziumnaso

noneedndikuxelelebutndinguNiziboneumna

(nicetoknowyou.PlusyoualreadyKnowmebut

mynameisNizibone)"wehugged.



Wedidwhatwewantedtodoatthelineandwent

backtohavingfunasafamily.

Lateronwewenttowatchamoviethenewversion

ofLionKing.

Ireallydidenjoymydaywithmyfamily.

.

.

.

.
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Ayamthanda

Afteralovelydaywehadwewentbackhomeand

sleptonthesamebed.

IKnowIwillregretthisbecauseoncetheyare

awaketheywillalsowakeus.

Luckilytodaymeandmyhusbandwakeupbefore

them.

Me:"Ihavetodomyhairfortonightyoualsoneedto

shaveabit."Isaidaswewerenowhavinga

relaxingbathinwarmwaterwithfoambathandsalt.



Him:"yeahIneedashaveandIhavetocollectmy

tuxedo."

Me:"whomadeasuitinlessthan24hours."He

chuckled.

Him:"moneytalksandbullshitwalks."Welaughed.

Me:"mxm."Welaughed.

Him:"NeverinmyexistencehaveIthoughtIwill

everfallinlove.Ievenvowedtoneverloveahuman

beingagain."

Me:"umnaIneverthoughtIwouldfindtruelovebut

Idid."Ititledmyheadandlookedathim.

Hewassmiling.Wekissed.Wepulledoutafter



whatseemedlikealongtime.

Me:"I'mondutywiththekidstoday."

Him:"andIhavetomakebreakfast."Wesulkedand

endeduplaughingatourselves.

Me:"whoknewIwouldbeamotherofthree."

Him:"afatherofthreeforthatmatter."Welaughed.

Me:"lifeisfullofsurprisedheybutIlovehow

everythingturnedout.IjustpraythatGodwill

alwaysbewithus."

Him:"thandazawenababy(youpraybaby)"Ilooked

athimandlaughed.



Wegotdonedoingeverything.Iwashedthekids

willhewentdowntomakebreakfast.

Me:"let'sgowearedonehere."Iwalkedwiththem

totheelevator.

WegotdownstairsandSiyawasplacingbreakfast

ontopofthetable.Helookshandsomewhenheis

seriouslybusy.

Siya:"snapapictheylastlonger."Ididn'teven

realizethatIwasdrooling.

Herealizedhisbeautifulsmile.Ichuckled.

Me:"howcanInotdroolwhenyouarethis

handsome."Hesmiledagain.



Wefedthekidsbeforetakingthemtothelounge

thatdoesn'thaveTV.

Weateourfoodtalkingabouteverything.Wewere

alsolaughing.

IwashedthedisheswhileSiyawasplayingwiththe

kids.WhenIwasdoneIwenttojointhem.

Wewenttoplaysoccerlikeoldtimes.Thetwins

wereblowingthewhistlesthewholetime.

Itwasreallyablissfulmomenttospendwithmy

family.IntheeveningwetookthekidstoSiya's

mother.

Shewantedtospendtimewiththem.Wealsopast

bytheshopwheresiyaorderedhissuitat.



Wegotthesuitwithouthesitation.Wegothome

andtookashower.

IdidmymakeupwhileSiyawaspullingmyhair.

Me:"aaSiyasunditsala(don'tpullme.)"Hewas

doingamafrerha.

Him:"mfondiniibenditheceba(broIsaidcutyour

hair)"

Me:"Iwilltch."Helaughedandshookhishead.

Hecontinueddoingwhathewasdoing.Yeahyou

guessedrighthecandomyhair.

Ilovebullyinghim.HealsobulliesmeFromtimeto

time.



Hegotdone.IwasAlsodonewithmymakeup.We

gotdressed.

Heworehisgreytuxedo.AndIwaswearingasilver

dress.Itwasseethroughmaterialclothbutthe

dresswasdoubled.

Ithasspaghettistraps.Italsoheldmeonmybreast.

Ithadabeltjustbeneathmybreast.Italsohada

slitewhichislong.

Ifinishedthelookwithgreystrappedheels.

Siya:"youarenotgettingoutlookinglikethatnever.

Yourwholethighisouttoplay.Notjustthatjongu

Radebebawo(lookatRadebe)."Ilookathiscock

anditwashard.Ilaughed.



Me:"pleasebehavewewillbeoutofthefunctionby

9pm."Ilaughed.

Him:"youcan'taaallofthoseoldmanwillbe

startingatmyfood."Ilaughed.

Me:"likeIsaidbeforeI'mjustadvertisingforthemto

seethekindoffoodyoueat.I'myoursbabynoone

else's.AndyouknowIhatecheatinglikeyoudoI

wouldnevercheatonyou."Hesmiledandcameto

kissme.

Ipulledout.

Him:"canyoupleasehelpmewiththecuffs."

Me:"whereareyourcuffs."Hegavethemtome.



IhelpedhimPutthemon.Igavehimapeckbefore

wearingmyweave.Hebrusheditatthebackforme.

Him:"let'sgo."Hesaidpullingmetohim.Itookmy

clutchbagandwewalkedout.

WeusedhisRs3togetthere.Therewere

Journalistseverywhere.

Wewalkedouttoredcarpet.Theywerealready

askingquestionsofwhoweare.Thisisourfirst

timecomingtoaGaladinner.

Wedidn'tcomelastyear.

Me:"Woweveryoneisgushingoverus."He

chucklednexttomeaswesteppedinside.



Weweretakentoourtable.Thesettingwasgreatif

Icansay.

Me:"whatarewebasicallydoinghere?"Isaidaswe

wereservedchampagne.

Him:"it'sbasicallyawardsforbusinessmanoffthe

year.DependingonWhomadethemostmoneyand

all.Therearealsootherawardswhichihaveno

clueabout."

Me:"Iguesswewillfindouttonight."

Him:"Idon'tevenknowwhyI'minvitedhere.It'snot

likeIwillwinanythingI'mstillnewinthese

businessthings."Heshruggedilaughed.

Me:"atleastyouwillgettoseewhat'shappeningso

thatyoucanworkhardandwinnexttime."



Him:"yeahplusIneedmorepeopletoacknowledge

menow.Ialsowannabewellknown."Ismiled.

Me:"yeslonto."Welaughedhegavemeapeck.

Mc:"canIgetyourattentionplease."Everyone

lookedathim."Iwouldliketowelcomeyouallto

thebusinessgaladinnerforbusinessmanand

woman.Thisisanightwherewegettohonourall

thesuccessfulbusinessmanandwoman.Welook

athowtheyhavebeenperformingfortheyearand

all....."HewentonandIwasn'tpayingattention.

Iwaschattingwithmyhusband.Wewerebasically

whisperingandwewouldclaphandsnotknowing

whatweareclappingfor.

Wewerebusylaughingwhenweheard

SiyamthandaPlaatjiesbeingcalledtothestage.



Wequicklylookedatthestage.Welookedatthe

projectoranditwaswrittenbusinessmanoffthe

yearSiyamthandaPlaatjies.

Me:"hambawalibelendwenya(goyoubusy

staring)"IguessIsaidthatoutloudcausethehall

laughed.

Siyachuckled.Hepulledmetogowithhimtothe

stage.TheMcgavehimthetrophy.

TheJournalistswherealreadytakingpictures.Nathi

wesmiledke.

Siya:"Goodeveningladiesandgentlemen.Thisis

myfirsttimeattendingsuchanoccasion.And

beingthewinofthebusinessmanoftheyearisa

greathonour.WorstpartisIdidn'tevenpreparefor

aspeechcauseItoldmywifethatIwillnotwin



anyway.-peoplelaughed-butanywaysthankyou.I

reallyappreciatethis.Tomakingmoremoneyguys

haibo."Everyonelaughedclappingtheirhands.

Wewentbacktooursit's

Me:"youreallydidoutdoyourselfbabyweldone."

Wekissed.

Him:"thankyoumylove."Hewasallsmileylooking

atthetrophy.

That'sthesiyaIwant.WhenhishappyI'malso

happy.Ialwayswannaseeasmileonhisface.

That'sallIwant.Ahappyhusband.

Me:"youaremakingthenewstommorow."He



smiled.

Him:"youmustalsobeprepared."Welaughed.

.
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Weendedstayinglongerthanweplanned.Wewere

gettingtoknowotherbusinesspeopleaswell.

IwasdoubtingthatIwillwinanythingtodaybutI

didanyway.Wewereeveninourownbubblewith

Nizi.

Weweremindingourownbusinesswhenweheard

myname.Anywayeveryonewascongratulatingme

thewholenight.

Ifelthonored.Wewenthomejustaftermidnight.

Weweresittingatthebalconydrinkinglookingat

moonandstars.

Her:"stillcan'tbelieveyoumadeitthisfar."

Me:"justyesterdaybabywewherenobodiesnowwe

arewellknown."



ThereasonwhyIkeeponincludingherisbecause

ifitwasn'tforherIwouldn'thavemadeitthisfar.

SheisthereasonIkeeppushingformysuccess.

WithoutherbymysideI'manobody.

Her:"yeahjustwanttoseethenewspapersinthis

morning."Shesaidsmiling.Ialsosmiled

Me:"themediababy.ButI'mprepared."Welaughed.

Wespenttherestofthenightlookingatthestars

talkingabouteverything.

Wesleptintheearlyhoursoftheday.Thealarm

whenoffmeaningit'sworktime.



Wewenttowashtogetherandhadagoodlove

makingsession.Wealwayssayit's'gooddaysex'.

Iknowwearecrazybutheywearemaking

memorieshere.Wewannagrowoldandlaughat

ourstupidity.

That'swhatwealwayssaywhenwedocrazystuff

andhavecrazymoments.

Nizi:"Iwillbedroppingbyatyourworkplacewhen

it'smylunchtime."Wewerenoweatingcornflakes.

Me:"thatwouldbegreatI'mcravingforabunny

chowsopleasegotosometaxiranktobyabunny

chow."Shenodded.

Her:"withsourcesweetchilliormonkeydance."



Me:"sweetchilliplease."

Her:"okaynoproblem."Sheisgoingtobuyitwith

herownmoney.

Sheevengivesmehercardtogoclubbingwithmy

bro's.That'smywife.

Wecontinuedchattingaboutrandomthings.Before

weleftChristinaandMaviswerealreadyhere.

Wewentourseparatewaystowork.Istarted

checkingoutthebusinessesthataremy

responsibility.

OtherbusinessesareNizi'sresponsibility's.Asyou

allknow.Everyonewascongratulatingme

everywhereIgo.



IthinkIneedpersonalbodyguards.Chuckling.

AftercheckingifeverythingisstillalrightIwentto

myfirm.Iwenttothereceptionist.

Me:"anymessages?"

Her:"congratulationssir."Ismiled

Me:"thankyou."

Her:"nothereain'tanymessagessir."Inodded

beforegoingtomyoffice.

Everyonewascongratulatingmeasexpected.I

smiledforonce.Ialwaysgivethemdeadstares

theyknow.



I'mintimidatingwhenitcomestomywork.Ihave

gotbigclientshere.Idon'twanttoloosemymoney

theyallknow.

Theymustmakesurethateveryclientisattended

wearedealingwithpeople'smoniesafterall.

AndIdon'twanttocreateabadreputationformy

firm.Thisismychildren'sledges.

Igottomyofficeandstarteddoingthebestthing

I'mgoodatfinancialsituations.

MyfatherandmotheroncesaidIlovemoneyso

muchthatIendedupchoosingthingsthatinvolves

money.

MymotherevensaidthatImustnotstealmy

clientsmoneysinceI'mthatstingy.Chuckles.



Myparentsusedtobecrazy.Iwasdisturbedfrom

mythoughtsbymyphoneringing.ItwasTT.

Me:"myman."Hechuckled.

Him:"wearehittingtheclublateroncaretojoinus."

Me:"iseverythingokayathome?"Iheardlaughsat

thebackground.It'smybrother's.

Him:"v'tsek."

Me:"haiImeanit'saMondayyounotevensaying

onWednesdayMondaymajitahaindabuzais

everythingokayathome?"Theylaughedagain.

Him:"wejustwanttorewindoohwehaveagold



heisttoday."

Me:"goldheist?"

Him:"okomvebhokwe(obviously,yeah)."We

laughed.

Me:"okayshomajita."

Him:"awutshonobafumeniawardntwana(you

don'tevensayyougotanaward)sibonakwisocial

media."Ichuckled.

Me:"kayekebawoNambendingayazibaexendizo

win.aphabeworsebesesithethaezasebed.inino

Finisher(leaveitboyIalsodidn'tknowIwasgoing

towin.Iwasbusytalkingaboutbedaffairswith

Finisher)."Theyburstintolaugher.



Him:"mxmkayeketa."Hedroppedthecalllaughing.

Ilaughedlookingatmyphone.

IgotbusywithmyworkagainIcheckedthetime.

Mywifeshouldprobablybeonherwaynow.

10minutesofherlunchtimehaspast.Justthanmy

PAwalkedinwearingtheshortestdressyoucan

buy.

Idon'tthinkthatshewillevergetthemessagethatI

don'tlikeher.shecanevenWalknakedifshewants

toIwillstillnotmindher.

ReasonswhyNizidoesn'tlikeher.Ican'tfireher

shehasacontractof2yearsimagine.Ican'tstand

herforeven2seconds.

Andsheisgoodatherworknotmorethanmy



previousPAPalesa.Thatgirlwascrazyshealways

mademelaughtimetotime.

SheistheonlypersonIhaveeversmiledtointhis

office.Anywaysheendedupbeinganvacation

agent.Andherbusinessisstillgrowing.

Ihelpedherwithadvertisingandall.Itakeherlike

mylittlesister.

Nomso:"likewhatyousee."Irolledmyeyesand

wentbacktowork.

Me:"I'mnotevenshakenbyyou.Pleasedress

appropriatelyyoucan'tbewalkingnakedwhereis

yourprideanddignity."

Her:"Iknowyouwantme."



Me:"lookihaveawifethatsatisfiesmeandall

shapes.YoucanevenWalknakedIdon'tcare."

Her:"youevenmoresexierwhenyouarecalm."

Me:"doyouwantmetofireyouwellIcanIarrange

that."Shebiteherlowerlip.

Her:"Ihaveacontactthatstatesyoucan'tfireand

youdon'tevenhaveareasonto."Ifeltmyself

fuminginside.Thisgirlistestingme.

ShecametomysideofthedeskIjustsettherewith

myeyebrowsliftup.

Me:"leavemyoffice."Sheplacedfingeronmy

mouththenerve.



Her:"shhh"asIwasabouttopushhershetookmy

handandplaceditonherbreasts.

Justthanthedoorflewopen.

:"BabyIbro..."IremovedmyhandquicklyNizi

lookedatmeandwalkedoutafterdroppingthe

paperbagshehad.

Ilookedatthisbitchfumming.Shewassmirking.

Me:"youbetterprayshedoesn'tbelievewhatshe

sawotherwisehellwillbreakloseforhurtingmy

world."Sheswallowedasveinswerenowpopping

out.

Istrangledher.Shewasslowlyloosingherbreath.I

letgoofherandpackedmythingsbeforemarching

outtolookformywife.



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Notedited

96

Seasonfinale

.

.

.

.

.

Nizibone

Ican'tbelievethis.Itrybyallmeanstoerasethis



pictureinmyheadofmyhusbandtouchinganother

woman'sbreasts.

Ididn'tevenhavethecarriagetogobacktoworkso

Idroveallthewayhomeinspeed.

Idon'tknowhowIgotherebutImanagedtoget

here.Iwentstraighttothefridgeandtookoutmy

chocolateicecream.

Ialsotookaspoonandstartedwalkingtotheback

yard.ItookawalktillIgottotheriveratthebackof

thetrees.

Isatdownontherockswithmybackleaning

againstthetree.Iatemyicecreamlookingatthe

riverandtearsstreamingdownmyface.

IneverthoughtSiyawouldevercheatonme.Never



inmyexistencedidIthinkhewould.

I'mEvenstartingtothinkaboutthethingstheydo

togetherinthatoffice.Isthatoneofthereasons

whyhedoesn'twanttofireher.

AmInotworthyenoughforhim.WorstpartisthatI

neverleftaroomfordisappointmentwhenitcomes

toSiya.

Itrusthimwithmyall.WillIbeabletocontinuein

thismarriage?

Ihavealwaystoldmyselfthatoncesomeone

cheatsonme.Iwillleave.ThatmeansI'mnot

enoughforhim.Whywouldhecheatifhelovesme.

Thatsme.Idon'tsettleforless.Idon'tevenknow

whattodoknow.Idon'tknowwhattodonow.



Ican'tfullyconcentratewhenI'mhurt.Idon't

rememberbeingthishurt.ThelasttimeIwaslike

thiswaswhenmyfatherdied.

AlsowhenIthoughtIlostmykids.Iamalways

happythatIforgotthatpeoplegethurt.

Ican'tbarethispain.Theimageisstillinmyhead.

IsshemorethanIam?

.

.

.
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IranaftermywifeandIcouldn'tfindher.Iarrived

athomeandIsawhercar.

Iliterallyraninsidelookingforherineverylittle

roomofthehouse.Iwonderwheresheis.Fuck.

I'mloosingmymindbitbybitnow.Iwenttothe

gymtoblowoffsomesteam.

Idon'twanttocallherbecauseIknowforafact

thatshewilldeclinemycalls.

AsIwasthrowingsomePunch'saplancameup.I

rantomyroomandtookherlaptop.

IaccessthroughmyCCTVfootagesinmyfirm.I

savedtheoneinmyoffice.SentitTomywifevia

WhatsApp.



Shebluetickedmemeaningshesawitwhatarelief.

IpromisemyselfthatIwillnevercheat.

Iknowhowthatshithurts.Iwouldneverstoodso

lowandhurtNizithatwomanismylife.

Sheismyworldsheismyeverything.Ihateitwhen

sheishurtit'slikesomeprovokedmeinaway.

IlovemywifeandIcan'taffordtolooseherwe

havebeenthroughalotwiththatwoman.

SheislikeagoddesstomeIwillalwayscherishher.

.

.

.

.

.



Nizibone

Iwasstillsittingtherestuffingmyselfwithice

cream.Whenmyphonevibratedbetweenmybreast.

Don'taskmewhyIplaceditthere.Ooh,itwas

becauseididn'thaveahandbagandIcouldn'tput

inthepaperbag.

Pocketswerealsonotavailableandmybreastwere

theeasytarget.Chuckles.

AnywayIlookedatthemessageitwasfromsiya.I

wasbattlingwhetherIshouldopenhismessageor

not.

Idecidedtoopenitup.Itwasavideoofhisoffice

CCTVfootage.

IagainhadabattleinmyheadinwhichIshould



openitupornot.Itookadeepbreathbefore

openingit.

Itshowedsiyagettingaphonewithhisbro's.After

thatitshowedthatgirlgettinginandwhatshedid.

Soshetriedtoseducemyhusband.Ididn'tjust

doubtmyhusbandbutIdoubtedahusbandand

wiferelationship.

Fuck.Ishouldhavetrustedhim.Imeanhelovesme

hewouldneverhurtmeintentionally.

AstearsfalldownonmyphoneIsawthatbitch

tryingtogetaccessthroughSiya'slaptop.

LikeaspeedoflightIranbacktothehousewithmy

icecreamtube.Igotinthroughthekitchendoor.



SiyawasjustfetchingWaterfromthefridge.I

pushedhimasidesothatIcanputintheicecream.

Siya:"I'msorrybabyshewastry..."

Me:"seduceyouIknow.Sorryfordoubtingyou."I

grabbedmycarkeys.

Him:"whereyougoing?"

Me:"what'sthethirdandfourthrule?"

Him:"nomatterhowmuchthatpersonknowsabout

youkillthemmakesureyoushootattheheartor

headneverknowwhattheyareplanningtodo.4

neverleaveanystoneunturned.Killatthevery

samemoment."



Me:"okaysho."Ileftmyphoneontopofthecounter

andranout.

Igottotheofficeandthatbitchwasstillthere.I

don'tunderstandwhySiyalefthislaptophere.

Hecanbesoclumsysometimes.OohIbethewas

worriedaboutme.Iunderstand.

Igottothatbitchasspeedoflight.Ikickedthat

bitchandshefallofthechair.

Ibeatthefuckoutofher.Iwasalsohittingherfor

thefactsheseducedmyhusband.

Whodoesshethinksheis.Shewasbecomingweak

everypassingminute.



Me:"Greatthedevilforme."Sheblinkedacoupleof

times.

Iturnedheraroundndamfakhiclutch.Shewas

slowlyloosingherbreath.

Boomboom!!IlookedupandsawSiyashootingher.

Iletgoofherlifelessbody.

Incaseyouarewonderingaboutpeople.It'salready

lateeveryonewenthome.

Thegateswherestillopenthesecurityguards

wherewaitingfortogetoutIthink.

Him:"Ididn'tseehercoming.HadInotsentyouthe

footagewewouldbetalkingaboutadifferentstory

now."Hesighed.



Me:"Ialwaystellyouthingshappenforareason."I

alsosighed"sorryfordoubtingyou"Isaidlooking

down.

Hecametoliftmeupandgavemeabonecracking

hug.

Him:"neverdoubtmyloveforyou.Nexttimeplease

letmeexplainbeforerunningoutyoustressedme

outthere."Ilookedathimwithpuppyeyes.

Me:"Iamsorryfornottrustingyou."Henodded.

Him:"it'sokaybabyeveryonewouldhaveactedthe

sameiftheysawwhatyousawtoday.Iloveyou

okayneverforgetthat."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"wekissed.



Him:"Iwouldnevercheatonyouthat'sapromise."

Me:"IwouldnevercheatonyouAlsoIpromise."We

kissed.Thekisswasfullofemotions.

Us:"Iloveyou."Wehuggedtightly.

IguessI'mscaredofloosinghim.
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ThankgodIhavecamera'sinmyoffice.OrelseNizi

wouldn'thavebelieveme.

Iknowwheresheiscomingfrom.Iforoneifwould

actthesameifIwasinhershoes.IKnowhowher

mindworks.

Ihavespent4yearswiththatwomanifnotmore.I

knowherlikethebackofmyhand.

Aftersherushedoff.Sheleftherphoneonthe

countertable.ItookitandsawwhatmyPAwas



doing.

Ireachedformygunandrushedtotheoffice.

ThankGodeveryonehasleft.

Iftherewerepeoplethantheywouldn'thaveheard

usanywaycausemyofficeissoundproof.

Aftershootingher.AndthesessionIhadwithmy

wifewhichyouallknowabout.

Iwipedhertearsandkissedhereyes.

Me:"comelet'scleanupthismess."Shenodded.We

kissedforthelasttime.

Her:"doyouhavecleaningequipmentinyour

office."Shesaidlookingaround.



Me:"gotomybathroomtheisasmallcabinetthere

witheverything."Shepeckedmylips.

Shewenttothebathroomandcamebackwiththe

cleaningequipment.

Her:"whyisthereabigplasticbaginyouroffice?"

Welaughed.

Me:"Iguessthisdaywascomingthat'sabodybag."

Welaughed.Sheshookherhead.

Weplacedthebodyinbagandstartedcleaning.

Theplacewassupercleanwhenweweredone.

Me:"let'sgo."Wetookthebodyandplaceditinmy

carattheback.



Her:"Iwilldrivebehindyouinmycar."

Me:"wherearewedisposingthebody."

Her:"attheforestnearbysothatthepolicecanfind

her."Wekissedbeforegoingtodisposethebody.

WecarracedgoingbackbutIwon.

Her:"youtrickedme."Ilaughed.

Me:"babethegamewasfairandsquaresoplease

saveyouenergyfortonight."Iwinkedatherbefore

walkingtowardsthefrontdoor.

Her:"butI'msotiredSiyapleasenottonightmaybe

tomorrowandyouhavetogotothewarehouse."



WellwebetifIwin.Wewillmakelovethewhole

nightandifshewinsshewilltagalongwithus

tonight.Ididn'twanttoinvolveherinthis.

Iwanthersafeallthetime.Idon'twanttolooseher.

Me:"tommorowitisandI'mhavingyouinallshapes

IwantyouevenifIwantyouthewaytheydoitin50

shadesofgrey."

Her:"Hellnodoyouwantmetodie."Ilaughed

beforegettinginthehouse.

Her:"Radebeyouwillnothavemeinthatkindof

way.I'mtellingyou."Shewaswalkingbehindme.

Me:"whoistheheadbetweenmeandyou."We

laughed.



Her:"me!!"Welaughed.

Me:"sulibalabaulipikhoNizibone(don'tforgetyou

arethewingNizibone)."Weburstedintolaugher.

It'slikewedidn'tfightjustnow.That'sthething

aboutus.Wesolveourproblemsfast.

Communicationisthebestthingever.Itsolvesalot

ofthings.

Her:"rhaabanipiko?awundiboniwena

Siyamthanda(whoisawing?Youdon'tseemy

Siyamthanda)"welaughed.

Me:"Xoloke."Ikissedher.

:"Ewwh"thatwasdefinitelymyoldestson.We

laughedpullingout.



Nizi:"uphiMamuChristinanoMavis(whereis

ChristinaandMavis)"

:"SithiabasisbesesilindeNina(herewearewe

werewaitingforyou)"theysaidcomingfromthe

kitchen.

Me:"EnkosinimamaizanindinigodusekhonaNam

ndawuendileqakuyo(thankyou.letmetakeyou

home.I'malsorushingoffsomewhere)"

Christina:"yuuhusincedile(youhelpedus)"Ismiled.

Ipeckedmybaby'slips.

Her:"besafeiStillneedyou."Shewhisperedinmy

earaswewerehugging.

Me:"Iwillbesafe.Iloveyou."Iwhisperedback.I



kissedherforeheadbeforegoingtomychildren.

Ikissedalloftheirforeheads.

WewalkedoutwithMavisandChristinaafterwe

bidgood-byes.

Wewerechattingandlaughingasweweretalking

aboutrandomthings.Idroppedthemoffbefore

rushingtothewarehouse.

Theguyswerealreadycallingmenon-stop.Igot

thereandrushedinside.

Them:"wealmostsentHitlerandtheNaziparty."I

chuckledtwicethanweburstintolaugher.

Me:"IwasjustfixingsomeerasewithNizi."



Mamber:"didn'twesaywearenotinvolvingher.

DudeyouknowNizicanevencomeherenow."

Them:"tch.Wedon'twantherinvolvedher.She

can'tdie."Ilaughedtheycareabouthersomuch.

Me:"notlikethatguys.Longstoryshort.Shesaw

someonedigginginformationaboutmesoshehad

togetridofherbeforedestroyingme."

Wellwelookedatwhatshewasdoingandmade

surewedestroytheinformationbeforegoingtoit's

sender.

Tailor:"good."Mxmmydudesaremad.Ichuckled.

Wetookthemapofthehouse.



Snakes:"thegoldisonthethirdfloorinhisstudy.

Thereisabookshelfthere.Whenyoupushitleads

youtothesafe."

Us:"Thirdfloor."Herolledhiseyes.

Us:"gaytendencies."Welaughed.

Snakes:"mxm.Anywayyeahthirdfloor.Whowould

havegoldonthefirstfloor.That'spuremadness

whowouldintheirrightminddothat."

Cage:"yeahplushisagangstersoheexpects

peopletowanttotakeit.Beingonthesecondor

firstfloorwouldbeeasier."

TT:"howarewegettinginthehouse?I'msureit's

highlyguarded."Weallwentsilent.



Me:"hard.Wekillalltheguardsruntothetopfloor.

Wellofcoursesomeofuswillstayonthelookout

killingeveryone.Wewillneedmorepeoplebutwe

can'triskpeopleknowingouridentities.Cagewillbe

atthebackkillingeveryonetryingtoenterthehouse.

SnakeswillbeontheEastkilleveryone.Tailorat

thewestKillingeveryone.ThanMamberandTTat

thefrontkillingeveryonesincemostpeoplewillbe

comingfromthefront.Iwillentertheretakethe

kidsorwifethreatentokillthemifneededto.Go

upstairspushtheshelfgettothesafetaketheGold

andranbackout.Themissionshouldtakeus2

hoursmaxsinceIwillbebreakingdownasafe."

Them:"that'saplan."

Snakes:"herearetheequipmentforbreakingdown

thesafe."



Tailor:"justfoundoutthatthecouplewentto

celebratetheir10thanniversarytheirphonesare

switchedoff"weChuckle"thekidsarehomealone.

Thereare3guardsatthegate.Buttheywillsurely

alerttheotherguards."

TT:"worrylesswewilloutnumberthemwewere

trainedbyaMafiaafterall."Weclickedourglasses

beforegulpingthemdown.

Me:"nooneisdyingtodaypleasemakesureweall

comeoutalive."

Them:"onlyourmakercantakeusnotsomepussy

niggers."WeChuckled.

Wefixedourtools.Wehadweaponsalloverour

bodies.Weonlyhadsilentgunswecan'triskpeople

callingthepoliceonus.



Wedrovetothehouseparkedafewhousesaway

beforegettingout.Weworeourbalaclavas.

Everyonetooktheirpositions.Asexpectedmore

guardscame.

Ialsodidmypart.ThekidswherewatchingTV.

Me:"haiyihloakanithandisaphaniphone(yourdad

doesn'tloveyougivemeyourphone's)"theyall

gavemetheirphones.

Me:"infactfollowme."Theywalkedinfrontofme.

Theyweresoscared.

Theeldestsonwastryinghisbesttokeephiscalm

forhissiblings.Wewalkedupstairsandwalkedto

thestudy.AsCagetoldmethesafeisonthemiddle

shelf.



Me:"onewrongmove.Youarealljoiningyour

ancestors.Ihatekidsthatdomischiefsoplease

behaveNalantwanayamndalayayazi(alsomyold

sonknows)."Theywerescared.Iusedmytoolsto

openthesafe.

Asexpectedittookmeanhourtoopenit.Isawthe

goldandsmiled.Iplaceditinmybag.

Me:"tellyourfatherFinishershusbandSilencerwas

here."Ismiledplacedtheirphonesdownbefore

runningout.

Igotoutandrantothecar.Thereweremany

bodies.

Me:"phumaniMajita(getoutman)"Ispokethrough

theearpiece.After10minutestheyallcameout.



Mamberrushedoftothewarehouse.Wegotthere

singinganddancing.

Us:"washa."Wesaiddrinkingourwhiskey.

Snakes:"manypeoplediestodaybutwebecame

rich."

Us:"ndakxelela(I'mtellingyou)"

Cage:"wesoundlikepussiesnow."Welaughed.

Me:"whatasuccessfulmission."

Us:"IdeserveaBell's."Welaughed.



Tailor:"olokafakeezawayzakhonjayamndine

fleshwound(canyoufixyourthingsformeIgavea

fleshwound)"hesaidreferringtoTT.

TTwenttotakehisfirstaidkitanddidhisbusiness.

Aftercelebrating.Weeachtookourgoldandwent

home.Inmygroupweshareeverythingequal.

.

.

.
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Nizibone

Icouldn'tsleep.IwasworriedaboutSiya.SoI

waitedforhim.

ItookmyGingerbiscuitsandacupofcoffee4

teaspoonsofsugar,1teaspoonofcoffeehalfacup

ofcoldmilkandhotwater.That'showIloveit.

Iwentbacktomyroomandeatmythingswhile

watchingChild'splay.It'sscarybutyeah.Ialsoate

mypopcorn.

Justasthemoviewasabouttoendthedoorflew

openandSiyacamein.Irushedtohim.Wehugged.

Me:"thankGodyousafe."Wekissed.



Him:"Iwouldneverleaveyoumylove."Wekissed

again.

Him:"comelet'ssleep."Hesaidtakingoffhis

clothes.

Wegotundercoversandslept.Iwasdisturbed

frommysleepbyaphonecall.

Siya:"phendulababy(answeryourphonebaby)."I

reachedforitonthechestofdrawer.

Me:"thethamnandizolala(talkandIwillsleep)."

ThepersonChuckled.Ilookedatthephoneitwas

Mamber.

Him:"youneedtorushtothehospital."Isatup

straight.



Me:"what'sup?NevermindthatI'monmyway."I

saidpanicking.

Iwonderwhat'swrong.Ilookedatthetime.It's6:30.

Siya:"what'swrong?"

Me:"alsodon'tknowbutIneedtorushtothe

hospital."Ijumpedoffbedandworemysweaters

andmyhoodiewithsneakers.

Siya:"youwillupdatemewhenyougetthere."I

nodded.Igrabbedmyphonebeforerushingout.

Igottomycarandrushedoff.Myphonewas

ringing.ItriedtoreachforitbutIcouldn'tfeelit

withmyhand.



Ilookedatit.AsIreachedforit.Isawlightcoming

infrontofme.Ilookedup.

Me:"aaahh."IscreamedasIsawatruckinfrontof

me.Ithitmeanditwaslightsoff.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Siya

AftermywiferushedoutIsuddenlyhadabad

feeling.Ineverfeltsomuchfear.Likesomething

badisgoingtohappenbutIdon'tknowwhat.

Ormaybesomethingbadhappenedalready.My



minddriftsbacktoNiziandIsuddenlyfeltfear.

Whatishappeningtome.

Iwokeupandtooka5minuteshower.Ican'teven

concentrate.Iheavilysighed.

Iworemysweatpants.Istillneedtofixthekidsfor

school.IfirsttookcareofChumani.

Him:"uphiimama(whereismom)"hehasbeen

uneasytodayalso.

Me:"andimazii(Idon'tknow)"henodded.Igotdone

withhim.

Iplacedhimintheplayingroom.Todayhewasn't

evenbotheredwithplayingwithhisfavoritecartoys.



NowI'mworriedabouther.Iwenttomyroomto

callherbutittookmestraighttovoicemail.Fuck.

Thiscan'tbehappening.

Ipacedupanddownstillcallingherhopingshewill

answermycalls.JustthanmyMambercalledme.

Me:"yeahshontwana."

Him:"ngathiawukhorytnjengqinatheni(what's

wrongman)"

Me:"Niziisnotansweringhercallandifeeluneasy

bafo."

Him:"holdonshehasn'tarrivedyetatthehospital

too."



Me:"what'swrong?"

Him:"IwilltellyouwhenyoufindNizijustgoand

lookforher.Somethingmusthavehappened."I

hungupandwalkedtothetwinsroom.

ItookallofthemwiththeirneededthingsIrushed

tomymother'splace.Ididn'tgettimetoexplainI

justdroppedthemoff.

Irushedtothewaywhichleadsyoutothehospital.

Theremustbealinkofwheresheis.Shewould

neverswitchoffherphoneonme.

AsdriveIapproachedmanycarsandanabundance

there.Somethingcaughtmyeyeitwasnizi'scar.

Fuck.

Thiscan'tbehappeningrightnow.Myeyes



sparkledwithtears.Igotthereandranoutofthe

car.

Ipassedthesellotapethepoliceplaced.Theycame

topush

Me:"fuckyouallthat'smywifeoverthere."Ipushed

themandrantonizi.

Shehadbloodeverywhere.Tearsstreameddown

myface.ShewashitbyatruckIhopeshesurvives.

Theparamedicstookher.Irushedtomycarand

rushedbehindit.

Icouldn'tdrivefastsinceIwascrying.I'malso

surprisedthatIcouldgettothehospitalwithout

beinginanaccident.



Theyrushedherin.Ialsorushedin.AsIwasabout

togofurthersomethingcaughtmyeye.

Allmyfriendswherehere.

Me:"whatareyoualldoinghere?"

Lethabo:"wasthatNizi?"Shewasalreadyintears.I

canseethatsheisfondofher.

Me:"yeahI..."Shedidn'tevenletmefinishmy

sentence.

BothLethaboandTTRushedtotheER.

Tailor:"whathappened?"Theywereallpanicking.I

thinktheysawher.



Iburiedmyheadonmyhands.

Me:"shewasinacaraccident.Shewasalso

rushinghere."Thegirlscried.

Cage:"IwonderwhyMambercalledushere.Hesaid

it'sasurprisehewasexcited."

Ayola:"whereisAyabongabytheway."Shewasstill

crying.

Weallshrugged.Werushedtothewaitingroom

whereNiziwas.Wewaitedforanhour.

Cage:"let'sgocheckuponMamberjusttocooloff

ourminds."Theynodded.

Snakes:"let'sgo."Ishookmyhead.



Me:"Ican'tgonotknowingifmywifesurvivedor

not."Theireyeswherefullofpity.Theynodded

beforegoing.

Iwasleftalonepassingupanddownthecorridors.

Noonewascomingout.Therewerenursesthat

werejustcominginandout.

Iwasloosingmymindbitbybit.Ipunchedthewall.

Iwasintears.Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletosurvive

withouther.

Sheismyeverything.Ican'taffordtolooseher.I

wantustodieoldtogethernotyoung.

IwanttodiewithgreyhairnotblackIstillneedher.

Sheismyeverything.Whowillbethereformenow?



Noitcan'tsheismyeverything.Justthanmy

friendscameback.Ayabongawasinawheelchair.

Iwonderwhat'swrongwithher.?

Ayabonga:"whereisshe."Ilookeddown.

Me:"theystillhaven'tgivenmeanyfeedback."They

alllookeddown.

Cage:"1thingIknowforsureisthatNiziisafighter.

Iknowshewillsurviveallofthis.Don'tworryman."

Hepattedmyshoulder.Inodded.

Thegirlseyeswerepuffred.

Me:"what'swrongwithyousbali."



Mamber:"shegavebirth."Ilookedathim.The

happinessinhiseyescouldn'tbeMissed.

Me:"buthow.?"

Mamber:"godworksinmiraclesbafo."

Ayola:"wedidn'tevenseethatshewaspregnantI

guessitrunsintheirbloodcauseNizialsodidn't

knowshewaspregnantwithChumani."Thethought

ofmychildrengrowingupwithoutamother

crossesmymind.

Itearescapesmyeyebutiwipedit.

Me:"isitaboyoragirl?"

Them:"girl"



Ayabonga:"sheisstillinthosepipes.Icouldn'tcarry

afullterm.Youallknowthereason."

Thando:"whereisNathi?"That'sthebabyboythey

adopted.

Mamber:"byhisgrandmothersplace."

Me:"soyouhave2kidsnow."Itrytolighten

everyone'smood.Eventhoughdeepinsidemyheart

isbreaking.

Ayabonga:"yeahLunathiandLuminathi."Weall

smile.

Me:"congratulationsotherwiseguys."Isaidhugging

them.



JustthanTTandLethabowalkedoutlookingdown

werushedtothem.

Me:"what'swrong?"

Lethabo:"weallknowshehadanaccidentlastyear

andshehitherheadright.Thebrainwasstill

healingbutnowthatshehadanaccidentagain.

Theglassesaffectedherbrainmeaningthatitis

notfunctioningnow."Wealllookedather.My

oxygenwentoutofmylungs.

Icouldn'tbreathanymore.Iplacedmyhandontop

ofmychestandbalancedwiththeotheronthewall.

Icouldn'tbreathproperly.

TT:"cansomeonepleasebringmewater!!"Heyelled

holdingmyshouldertryingtomakemesitdown.



Hehelpedmedrinkthewater.AfterIcoughtmy

breath

Me:"whatdoyoumeanherbrainisnotfunctioning."

Lethabo:"sorrysiyabutyeahitisn't.Shecandieany

minutefromnow."

Ayabonga:"no!!"Theladiescriedharder.

TT:"sheisjusthelpedbymachinestostayalive

now.Thebestthingyoucoulddoisswitchofthe

machinecausethingslookbad."Istooduplikea

speedoflight.

Me:"no!!I'Mnotswitchingofthemachinesiwill

findthebestneurologistintheworld.Mywifeis

definitelynotdyingtoday."Myveinswerepopped



outnow.

ItookmyphoneandCalledmycontactsfrom

Switzerland.Iknowadoctorthatdealswiththese

typethings.

Aftermakinganagreementof2millionforthe

operation.Hesaidhewillbehereinnotime.Hewill

betakingthefirstflighthere.

Me:"thedoctoriscoming."Theynodded.

Them:"howmuchwillitbe?"

Me:"2millionrandhereIdon'tknowhowmuchwill

itbeinSwitzerlandwhenheconvertsit."They

nodded.



Lethabo:"shebrokeafewbonesbutthatistaken

careof.Shewasclosetonotbeingabletowalkbut

sheisfine.Shewillalsonotbeabletoconceive

againwefoundlittleglassesinherUterus"Inodded.

Idon'tknowifIshouldbesadorwhat.

Wealreadyhave3kids.Wedon'tneedmore.Weare

perfectlyfine.

.

.

.
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Siyamthanda

Wewaitedforthedoctorfor6hours.Aswespeak

theyarestilloperatingher.

Hermothercouldn'ttakethenewslightlysheended

uphavingaheartattack.

It'sbeen3hoursnowsincewehavebeenwaiting

forthedoctor.

Cage:"Ijusthopeheknowswhatheisdoing."

Me:"hebetterknowhisjobIgavehim2millionfor

this.Ijustwantmywifealiveandkicking."Isaid

pacingupanddown.



Zimi:"sheisastrongwomanthisisnothing

comparedtowhatawomansheis.Shewillwake.I

canfeelit."Inodded.

Me:"shecan'tleavemejustlikethatwestillneedto

growoldtogetherandhavegreyhair.Shepromised

methatshewillalwaysbewithme.Shepromised

methatwewillgrowoldtogetherandtellour

grandchildrenourcrazymoments.Shepromisedto

dieoldwithmeshecan'tdienow.Shecan't."Isaid

shakingmyheadgoingdownthewall.

Iwasconvincingmyself.After30minutesof

sobbingthedoctorscameout.I'mtalkingaboutTT,

LethaboanddoctorPotter

Me:"tellmeyouhavegoodnews."Isaidwithmy

eyesclosed.Don'taskmewhy.

Lethabo:"youdidgreatbybringingDrPotterhere."I



sighedandlookedup.

Potter:"yeahthebrainisfunctioningnow.Sheisstill

unconsciouswearewaitingforhertowakeup

now."

Me:"thankyousomuchdoc.sendmeyourbank

detailsandIwillsendyouyourmoney."

-monthlater-

ItnowOctober.Niziisstillunconscious.Ihaven't

beengreat.Idrownmyselfinalcoholjusttonumb

thepain.

Mykidshavebeenstayingwiththeirgrandmothers.

Iknowit'sselfishofmebutifIcan'ttakecareof

myselfhowwillItakecareofthem.



I'mnotintherightstateofmind.Lifeisextremely

hardwithoutNizi.

Ican'timaginemylifewithouther.Imagineifshe

wasreallydead.Iwouldhavefollowedher.

I'mdeadserious.Iwasn'tgoingtofunctionwithout

her.Sheismyworld.Ifsheisgone.Thanwhatis

leftofme.

Iknowitwouldbeselfishofmetoleavemykidsbut

Iwon'tbeabletofunction.Nothingwillgogreat.

Ijustcameoutoftheshowerandmybedroomisa

mess.Iheavilysighedbeforecleaningaroundall

thebottlesofHeinekenandthebottleofwhiskey.

Iwenttoopenthebalconyslidingdoorforfreshair

tocomein.Iwanttovisitmykidstoday.Iwillbe



takingthemtothehospitaltheyhavebeenpleading

toseetheirmother.

Iworemyblackjean,blackpoloneck,blackjean

jacketwithblackankleboats.Iroughenmyhair

beforeputtingonmychain.

Isprayedmyselfwithmycologne.Ialsoworemy

watch.Irushdownstairs.Iusedthestairsifyouare

wondering.

Ispreadpeanutbutterandbutteronwhitebread.I

alsomadecoffeeformyself.

AftereatingIrushedtomymothersplacethat's

wherethekidsarefortheweek.

Ijuststayedforjuicebeforegoingtothehospital

withthekids.



Me:'nizobambanazandlane(youwillholdeach

other'shands)."Theynodded.

Itookthemoutofthecar.ItookNkanyeziinmy

hands.Sheismyprincess.Ikissedhercheek.Iheld

Uvuyo'shands.

AndheheldChumani's.

Me:"masambeniisobonumama(let'sgoseeyour

mother)"theyclappedtheirandsmiled.Ichuckled.

Wewalkedinandwentstraighttoherward.The

receptionistalreadyknowsme.

Whenwegottherethedoorwasclosedwhatthe

fuck.Ilookedthroughthesmallwindowatthedoor

andthedoctorswheredoingwhateverwithher.



Theyweregoingupanddown.Pleasetellmewe

arenotloosingher.I'mnotapersonwhopraysbut

todayIsaidalittleprayer.

After5minutesofwaitingthedoctorwalkedout

smiling.Sigh.

Him:"thankGodyouarehereMr.Plaatjiesyourwife

justwokeupandsheisfine.Shedoesn'thaveany

sideaffects.Shewasjustaskingforyou.Youcan

goin."Inoddedandwipedthetearinmyeyewith

myshoulder.

Wewalkedinandshewaslookingattheceiling.

Shenowhasanohairshehasaboldhead.I

chuckledtwiceshelooksawkwardbutcuteatthe

sametime.

Thekids:"sembi(youugly)"welaughed.



IplacedNkanyeziontopofthebedandkissedmy

wifefordearlife.

Thekids:"ewwh"welaughedpullingout.Iwiped

awaymytears.

Me:"IthoughtIlostyouforasecondthere."Iwiped

thetearsinhereyes.

Her:"Imadeapromisetoalwaysbewithyoumy

love."Igaveherpeck.

Me:"neverscaremelikethatagainokay?"She

nodded

Her:"Iwillnever."



Chumani:"Namfunuthethanomamam(Ialsowant

totalkwithmymother)"welaughed.Theyhave

alreadyclimbedontopofthebedwithUvuyo.

Nizi:"ninjanibaby?(Howareyou)"

Uvuyo:"sirytwena(wearefineandyou)"

Nizi:"Namryt(I'malsofine)"

Nkanyezi:"ziphinwelenizi(whereisyourHairNizi)"

Her:"banicebilemntanam(theycutitmychild)"

Chumani:"haikodwatatafunekesibaBethe(dadwe

musthitthem)"hefrowned.Welaughed.

Me:"yabonanjayamfunekesibaBethenyani(you



seemychildwemusttrulyhitthem.)"Welaughed.

Wecontinuedhavingagoodtimeasafamily.

WhichImissedsodearly.

IneverrealizedhowmuchIlovethemtillIalmost

lostone.StartingfromnowonIwillalwayscherish

thelittlemomentswehave.

Youwillneverknowwhatcouldhappennext.They

saycherishthelittlemomentsyouhavecauseyou

willneverknowtheimpacttheyhaveinyourlife.

.

.

.

.

.
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Nizibone

-2weekslater-

It'sbeenaweeksinceIhavebeendischarged.Life

ishardespeciallynowthatIhaveaboatonmyleg.

Butit'shealing.Ithastohealcausenextmonth

monthendit'smywedding.

Yeahyouheardmeright.It'smywhiteweddingday.

Icouldn'tbeanyhappier.Ihavebeenwaitingfor

thisdayallmylife.

Asagirlyoualwayshavedreamsofhowyour

weddingwillbelike.JustgladthatIwillbewearing

awhitegownandgodowntheaisletomeetmy

handsomeman.

Heishandsomewithhisdarkskin.Youallknow

whattheycallustheTopdeck.Thatchocolateeven



becamemyfavorite.

CrazyIknowbutyeah.I'msittingatthelounge

whichhaschairsonlywaitingformywedding

planner.YouguessedrightRiriisthegirl.

Hewillcomewithherteamheretomyhouse.You

mustbewonderingwhytheycometomeinsteadof

megoingtothem.

WellsiyaoncesaidMONEYTALKSANDBULLSHIT

WALKS.MoneydoesWonders.I'mtellingyouall.

Idon'tknowhowIwilldomyhairsinceitsgrowing

slowly.NowIhavetohideunderweavesandstuff

likethat.

WorsepartisthatI'mnotevenafanofthem.but

yeahtheyareneededontimeslikethese.Notthat



I'muglyanywayit'sjustthatIdon'ttrustmyhead

thatmuch.

SiyaassuredmeIlookcutebutnopeI'mnot

trustinghimonebit.Chuckles.

AsIwaslookingatwhichweddingdressIwillbe

wearingaus'MaviscomesinwiththenoisyRiri.

Rollingmyeyes.

Riri:"tchiiniichomiieandiyazinobabalibalanjani

materialforlokhwe(howcantheyforgetthedress

materials)"Ilaughed.

Me:"yousentsomeonetofetchitright?"

Riri:"yandaziklk(youknowme)Imeanthisisabig

weddingthatI'mplanning."Ilaughed.



Sheliterallydroppedeverythingshewasdoingand

signedittosomeoneelse.

Me:"it'sareallybigwedding.Ihopeinvitationuze

nazo(ihopeyoucomewiththeinvitations)"

Him:"Iwillneverforgetthem."

Westarteddiscussingthewedding.Fromthekind

offlowersIwanttothevenue.

ThematerialIwantformydress,cakethatIlove,

caketasting,decorations,kindofchairsandtablesI

want.

ThemusicIwanttobeplayedwhenIgodownthe

aisle.Thethemeofthewedding.Thedressesfor

thebridesmaids.



ThemenuIwantThandotocook.Thewaitressand

waiterthatwillbeneededtoservedrinksandfood.

Personwhowillruntheminbarwhilewetaking

pictures.Idecidedtoassignthepeoplethatworks

intheclubforthat.

Itwouldhavebeenawasteofftimeifialsohadto

lookforotherpeople.

WeBasicallydiscussedeverythingIcouldn'tbeany

happier.Can'twaittoseethefinaloutcomeof

everything.

.

.

.

.
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Nizibone

It'sthe30thofNovembermeaningthatitsmy

weddingday.

ThedaythatIhavebeenwaitingfor.Ican'tbelieve

thatI'mreallyhavingawhitewedding.

Ijusthopeeverythinggoessmoothlyandaccording

toplan.Idon'twantthisdaytohavehiccups.



_:"Halalahalala.Umakotingowwethusiyavuma"_

thosearemyfriendssinging.

Iliftupmyheadandopenmyeyes.Ihavea

massiveheadache.Yesterdaywehad1hellofa

wildparty.

Tocelebratemylastdayofbeingsingle.NotlikeI'm

singleanywayIhavebeenmarriedtoSiyafor2

timesnow.

FirstintheDepartmentofHomeAffairsthanthe

traditionalweddingbackinhishousehold.Soyeah

thiswillbemythirdtime.

CrazyrightbutIdon'thaveaproblem.

Mom:"haiboUSALele(youarestillsleeping)"I



smiledbeforegettingoffbed.

Aunt:"youaresogrownup.Goandtakeabathyou

needtobeatthevenueinlessthan3hours."I

quicklystoodupandwenttothebathroom.

IfirsttookpillsfortheheadacheIhavebefore

takingarelaxingbath.After45minutesorsoI

walkedoutwearingagown.

Me:"whereisthemakeupartist?"Isaidsittingon

topofthebed.

Mybridesmaids(myfriends)whereplacingtheir

dressesontopofthebed.Theywereallstill

wearingtheirgownstoo.

Thando:"hasn'tarrivedalsoyourdress."



Me:"whatthiscan'tbehappening.Haveyouguys

calledRiri?"

Ayola:"heisstillcheckingifeverythingisfine.He

isn'tansweringourcalls."Iwaspacingupand

down.

Me:"givememyphoneIneedtocallthemakeup

artist."Ayabongagaveittome.

.

.

.

.

.

Siyamthanda

TodayismywhiteweddingdayIcouldn'tbeany

happier.Yesterdaymeandmybro'shitthestrip

club.



Pleasedon'ttellmywife.Shewouldkillme.ButI

enjoyedmylastsingledaytheysaybutIain'tsingle

I'malreadymarriedtoher.

Iwokeupthismorninginagoodmood.Ihavea

feelingthateverythingwillbefine.

Everythingwillrunsmoothly.Weareallinthe

Guesthouse.Wewillbegettingmarriedhere.Ithas

agreatgardenandall.

Iworemydarkolivegreentuxedo3piecesuit.The

pocketisontherightsidewithachainclippedonit.

AndontheleftIhaveawhiterose.

I'malsowearingawhiteshirtwithablacktiebow.I

finishedthelookwithmyredbottomsandawatch.



Ihaveanewfreshfade.

_Whistles_thosearemybro'sgettinginwearing

navytuxedo.thethemeisNavyandwhite.

Tailor:"yiihstru zokhalaFinisherxaekhubona

(finisherwillcrywhensheseesyou)"Ilookedat

myselfonthefulllengthmirror.

Iwasindeedhandsomerhaa.Ninganya.Iturned

around.Theywhistledagain.

Them:"washamntana.Selotshamba."Welaughed.

WewalkedtotheloungeandthewomanUlulated

singing.Meandmybro'swenttogetdrinkssothat

wecantoast.



Us:"tothegoodlife."Welaughedbeforegulping

downtheglass.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Nizibone

Themakeupartistarrivedwithhercrewwithmy

dressIcouldn'tbeanyhappier.

Theydidmagicwithourfacesandhairs.Iwaslike

someoneelseandIlookedbeautiful.

ThebridesmaidsworetheirSpaghettistrapshalter

NavybluedresseswithblackLouboutinheels.They

lookgorgeous.



Aftertheygotdressedtheywalkedoutsincemy

motherandauntswanttotalktome.

AftertheadvicestheygavemeIalsogotdressedin

myBallGownLongSleeveTulleV-neckCourtTrain

Dress.Itwassobigandbeautiful.

Itreallydidlookgoodonme.Nocap.Ican'tbelieve

thatI'mthisbeautiful.IwipedmytearsasI'm

lookingatmyselfonthemirror.Itisfulllength.

Iworemyheels,diamondcrownandearrings.The

doorflewopenandmyfriendsgotin.

Them:"shutthefrontdoor."Theyscreamedjumping

upanddown.

Igavethemafaintsmileastheycametohugme.



Lethabowipesmytears.

Them:"it'stime."

:"Withoutevenhavingaglassofchampagne."We

lookedatthedooritwasRiri.

Hescreamedassoonashiseyeslandedonme.We

laughed.Hewaswearingasuitwithshortsitwas

navyhealsohadbraidshewasalsogorgeous.

Riri:"weddingoffcentury's."Welaughed.

Hepouredchampagneinourglasses.

Us:"tothegoodlife."Wetoasted.

.

.



.

.

.

Narrated

Siyamthandaandhisbigfamilywalkedtowherethe

weddingwillbetakingplace.Mkhuluwasalsohere.

Lookinghandsomeasoldasheis.Riritrulyoutdid

himselfaspeoplewhereadmiringthedecorations.

Attheendoftheaisletherearethreearchesthat

arecoveredwithwhiteroses.Healsodecidednot

toaddawhitecarpetbuthaveflowersontheaisle.

Atthefronttherewerealsothreearchesbutnotone

behindtheotherlikeattheendbuttheywerenext

toeachother.



Therewherewhitechairsforeveryonetositon.

Nizibone'sfamilyalsostartedarrivingasbigas

theyare.

Itwasindeedabigpartycausebothfamiliesare

extended.Thebridesmaidsstartedcomingin.

Afterallthebridesmaidscameineveryonestoodup

sothatthebridecancomein.

SiyatooktheMicfromthePastorashewillbe

singingwhenhiswifecomesin.Theirkidswalked

infirst.UvuyoandChumaniwearingOlivegreen

suitsliketheirfatherandNkanyeziawhitewedding

gownlikehermother.

Siya:"Youfixyourmakeup,justso

Guessyoudon'tknow,thatyourbeautiful

Tryoneverydressthatyouown



Yourfineinmyeyes,aHalf-hourago

Ifyourmirrorwon'tmakeitandcleererI'LL

Betheonetoletyouknow

Outofallthegirls

Youmyoneandonlygirl

Ain'tnobodyintheworldtonight

Allofthestarsyoumakeshineliketheywereours

Ain'tnobodyintheworldyouandI

YouandI

Ain'tnobodyintheworldbutyou...."Hesang6

morelinesofYouandIbyJohnLegend.

Hecouldn'tsinganymoreashesawhisbeautiful

wife.Theybothwereamazedbyeachother's

beautyastheywerecryingnow.



NomphelogaveAyamthandaovertoSiyaatthe

altar.Siyawipedhiswife'stearsandkissedher

eyes.ThewomanUlulated.

Siya:"yousobeautiful."Hewhisperedhuggingher.

Nizi:"youarealsohandsome."Shewhisperedback.

Theprogramstartedthepastorsaidafewverses.

Heprayedforthecoupleastheyfollowthe

scripturesinEnglish.

Itwasnowtimefortheirownvowssincetheysaid

theyhavetheirownvows.Siyawentfirst.

Siyamthanda:"Itallstartedout4yearsago.Iwas

walkingdowntheroadofAlexwhenIsawthis

beautifulwoman.Ididn'thaveaplacetostaysome



beingmeIdecidedtostaywithhersinceitseemed

likesheleavedalone.WhenIgotinherhouseshe

wasreadytostabmewithabreadknifeimagine-

everyonelaughed-.Butthatnighttomewas

precious.IwillalwaysthankGodthatImetherthat

day.Shewouldalwaystellmethingshappenfora

reasonandIbelievethatnow.Ourjourneywasn't

asperfectastheythinkitiscauseIhadtoleaveher

withababyfor2years.ImadesurethatIfullfilled

thepromisethatImadetoyou.Lookatwherewe

are.Itoldthatwewillget.Iliveduptomypromise

withnoregretswhat'ssoever.Youarethefirst

personIseewhenIwakeupandthelastwhenI

sleep.Andthatisthebestthingever.Youaremy

otherhalfyouaretheonethatmakesmelaugh

whenI'msad,makesmeconsiderwhenIwanttobe

rash,andfindmewhenI'mlost.Youaremyguide,

teacherandonetruelove.Youaretheculmination

ofadreamcometrue.Ican'tbelieveI'mstanding

hereabouttostartawonderfullifetogetherwithmy

bestfriend,mygreatestmiracleandthepersonI

lovemostintheworld.'Mymistressarenothinglike

thesun..'saysShakespeare,'andyetbyheaven,I



thinkmyloveasrare.Asanyshebeliedwithfalse

compare.'Hemeantthatmetaphorsareallwelland

goodbutthelovewesharebyheavenandinfront

ofGodandourpeopleisrareandisasperfectas

whohaveeverloved.Letustakethisdaytoaffirm

ourlove.Infrontofallthesepeople,letmesayI

wantyoutobemywife,tobewithmealways,to

loveyouwithafidelitythatwillneverbebroken.I

wanttobewithyoualways.Ourloveisunique,

causeweareunique.Togetherwemakesomething

thathasneverbeenseenbefore.Togetherwemake

aforcethatmakesthepowertostandagainstany

disaster,anengineoflovethelikesoftheworldhad

neverseen.Ivowtoputyoubeforemeinallthings,

andliveourstorywithloveandfidelityforwe

becomebothoneinbodyandinspirittoday.This

bondisonethatcancleaveinTwain.I'mnotperfect

butIwillloveyouperfectly.Iwillneverletyoudown

orgiveupinyou.Iwillcherishyouforever.I'ma

betterpersonwithyourloveandaffection.Thereis

nomanouttherethatIwouldchangeplaceswith.

I'mperfectlyfinewithyoubymyside.LeonaLewis

oncesaid.



'theregoesmyheartbeating

Causeyouarethereason

I'mlosingmysleep

Pleasecomebacknow

Theregoesmymindracing

Andyouarethereason

ThatI'mstillbreathing

I'mhopelessnow

I'dclimbeverymountain

Andswimeveryocean

Justtobewithyou

AndfixwhatI'vebroken

Oh,causeIyoutosee

Thatyouarethereason

......-hesangthewholesong-'Imeanteverysingle



wordIjustsangrightnow.YouarethereasonwhyI

amheretodayit'sbecauseoftheloveyougiveme.

Itwasn'tamistakeforfallinginlovewithyouinfact

I'mlovingeverysecondofit.Youthereasonfor

everythinghappeninginmylife.Youaremyworld,

myeverything,myuniverse.Todayyoubecomemy

family,myfleshofmyflesh,mybloodofmyblood,

foralltimeandunderGod.Iwannathankyoufor

everythingyouhavedoneforme.Iwannathank

youforthe3livesyoubirthedforme.Ilove

AyamthandaNiziboneNzungu-PlaatjiesandIwill

alwaysloveyou.Ifinallyfoundloveinthiswoman

andIwillalwayscherishyou.Incaseyoudidn't

realizeIalsosangforyouasIpromised4years

back."Thechuckledsmiling.Bythetimehewas

donemanypeopleweretouchedbyhiswords.

I'mnottalkingaboutNizibonewhowascrying

listeningtoherhusband.Thisisthefirsttimehe

saidsuchtouchingwordstoher.



Nowitwasnizi'stimetosayherweddingvows.Her

maidofhonorLeJoygaveher,herphone.

Nizibone:"letmestartoffbysayinghelaughedat

mewhenIwaswritingmyvowsdown"everyone

laughed"I’vecalledyoumyboyfriend,mypartner,

mysignificantotherandmyfiance.Now,Ivowto

loveyouforeverasIgettocallyoumyhusband.I,

standinghereinfrontofyouandthepeoplethatwe

bothlovesodearly,promisetoalwaysloveyou.

Hearthat:Iwillalwaysloveyou.Tome,yourloveis

likewater.Itisshapelessanditisformlessbutitis

alsopeaceful,yetso,sostrong.Youcannotlive

withoutwater–andIcannotlivewithoutyou.You,

mydarling,aremyheart.Ipromisetosupportyou,

throughthickandthin.Icannotwaittowalkback

downthataislesothatcanstarttherestofmylife

withyoubymyside.MydarlingSiyamthanda,

remembertheveryfirstdaywemet?Fromthe

momentIsawyoueventhoughIwasscared-

everyonelaughed-,Iknew,Ijustknewthatyou

wereTheOne,theoneIMUSTspendmylifewith.



Ourcourtshiphasbeenthehappiestperiodofmy

lifebecause,inthattime,youbecomenotjustmy

loverandcompanion,butalsomybestfriend.I

wanttobeyourlover,yourcompanionandyour

bestfriendfortherestofmylife.Ipromisetolove

andcherishyou,tokeepyoucloseand,with

faithfulness,tobeyoursupportandhelpintimesof

need,tomakeyoulaughandtoholdyouwhenyou

cryandtoalwaysshowyoutherespectandhonor

yousodeserveuntilIclosemyeyesonthisEarth

fortheverylasttime.Siyamthanda,todayItake

youtobemyhusbandTogetherwewillcreatea

homeandlifethatistrulybeautifulandfilledwith

loveandlightandlifeandlaughter.Ivowtolove

youasyouareandnothowImaywantyoutobe

andtogrowoldbyyourside.WhatcanIsaythatI

haven’talreadysaid?WhatcanIprovideyouthatI

haven’talreadygiven?Mybody,mymind,mysoul

andmyheart.They’reallyours.EverythingthatI

haveandeverythingthatIam,belongedtoyoulong

beforetoday.AndIpromisethatitshallallbebe

yoursforever.Iwillbeyoursforever.Iwillfollow

youanywhereyougoandanywhereleadmeto.



Handinhand.Heartinheart.Let’sgetonwiththis

sothatwecangrowoldtogether!Fromthisdayon,

Ichooseyou,mybelovedSiyamthanda,tobemy

dearesthusband.Tolivewithyouandlaughwith

you;tostandbyyourside,andsleepinyourarms;

tobejoytoyourheart,andfoodforyoursoul;to

bringoutthebestinyoualways,and,foryou,tobe

themostthatIcan.Ipromisetolaughwithyouin

goodtimes,tostruggleandsupportyouinthebad

times;toofferyousolaceyouwhenyouare

downhearted;towipeawayyourtearswithmy

handsandmylove;tosharewithyouallmyriches

andhonours;toplaywithyouasmuchasIcanuntil

wegrowold;and,stilllovingeachothersweetlyand

gladly,untilourlivesshallcometoanend.Your

beauty,heart,andmindinspiremetobethebest

personIcanbe.Ipromisetoloveyouforeternity,

respectingyou,honouringyou,beingfaithfultoyou,

andsharingmylifewithyou.Thisismysolemn

vow.You,mylovearemybestfriend,myplaymate,

myconfidante–andmygreatestgift.Youarethe

loveofmylife,someonewhoalwaysmakeme

happierthanIcouldeverhaveimaginedandyou



havemademeabetterpersonthanIeverthoughtI

couldbe.Ifeeltrulyblessedthatyouchosemeand

thatIgettosharemylifewithyouandthatyou

havechosentoshareyourswithme.I'mhappythat

youarestillwearingthebraceletthatsymbolsthe

startofourlove.AsyoucanseeI'malsostill

wearingthenecklace.Thisnecklacetomeansalot.

Ithasbeenwithusthrougheverything.Eventhe

diamondringI'mwearingmeansnothingcompared

tothenecklaceI'mwearing.Iwillnevereventakeit

offcauseitremindsmeoftheourlovefromthe

shackweusedtoliveintothemansionwelivein

now.Iloveyoumylove."Siyawastouchedbyher

wordsashiseyessparkledwithtears.

Alsoeveryonestaredbelievingintruelovethose

thatdidn'tbelieveinit.Everyonewasfondofthem.

Pastor:"Doyou,SiyamthandaPlaatjiestake

AyamthandaNzungu,tobeyourweddedWife.vow

tobeherbiggestfanandpartnerincrime.promise



tosupportafamilywithherinahomefilledwith

patience,loveandunderstanding.vowtogrowold

withher.willloveherfaithfullyandunconditionally

throughdifficultandeasytimes.Whatmaycome,

promisetoalwaysbetherewithherAsshehave

givenherlifetoyou.”

Siyamthanda:"Ido."Hesaidsleepinginthering.

Nizibone'sringwaswritten'Siya '-thesigh

standsforinfinity-Intheinside.

ThewomanUlulatedandsang.Everyonewas

happy.AndNiziwassohappy.

Pastor:"doyouAyamthandaNzungutake,

SiyamthandaPlaatjiestobeyouweddedhusband.

vowtobehisbiggestfanandpartnerincrime.

promisetosupportafamilywithhiminahome

filledwithpatience,loveandunderstanding.vowto

growoldwithhim.willlovehimfaithfullyand

unconditionallythroughdifficultandeasytimes.



Whatmaycome,promisetoalwaysbetherewith

him.Ashehavegivenhislifetoyou.”

Nizibone:"sunxamauthinii?(waitwhatareyou

saying)"everyonelaughed.

Nizi:"justjokingIdo."Sheslippedinthering.Siya's

ringwasalsowritten'Nizi 'intheinside.

Pastor:"iknowpronounceashusbandandwifeyou

maykissedthebride."Siyafixedhistie.Everyone

laughed.

Hepulledherclosertohimbeforesharingakiss.

Theirfriends:"Topdeckmarn."Theylaughedand

thecouplepulledoutlaughing.



Arainbowontheireastsidecameout.

ThewomanUlulatedandeveryonesang.They

walkeddowntheaislehandinhand.

Theywenttotakepictures.Thandohadtorushto

thekitchentocheckifeverythingisfinewithher

team.

Aftertakingpictures.Inthemeantimetheother

guestswherebeingservedwiththealcoholoftheir

choiceintheminbar.

Everyonewashappy.

Let'ssayRirireallydidoutdohim.Theplacewas

great.TheywentTothereceptionist.The

centerpieceswhereNon-floralCenterpieces.They

hadwhitefeathers.



Thetableswhereroundwithtwocenterpieces.

Everyonehad3glasses.Theunderplateswhere

goldandthecutlery.

Thebridesmaidsandgroomsmenwalkedinfirst

doingtheirweddingstep.Thenthepowercouple

walkedin.

RiriwastheirMc.Hedideverythingintheprogram.

Theycoupledidtheirdance.

TheydancedtoThinkingoutLoudbyEdSheeran.

Whentheyweredonetheysealedthedancewitha

kiss.Theygotlostinthemoment.

Theystoppedkissingwhenpeoplestartedclapping

theirhands.Nizihidherfaceonherhusband's

chestasshewasalittlebitshy.



Siyakissedherforehead.Theywalkedbacktotheir

chairs.Foodwasserved.

Whileeveryonewaseatingthecouplesaidtheir

wordsofthankyou.Aftereatingtheywenttoslice

their4tiersofcake.

Theydidn'twentalloutonthecaketheyjust

wantedsomethingsimple.Aftereatingthecake.

Theywentbacktotheirchairs.

Ririwentonwiththeprogramasexpectedhewas

alsojokingaround.Aftereverythingwasdonethe

oldpeoplewentout.

Theyouthpartiedthewholenightunfortunatelythe

couplehadtogototheirhunnymoon.



Theykissedastheywalkedoutofthevenue.They

werestoppedbyarain.

SiyaandNizi:"Ifinallyfoundlove."theykissedagain.

-TheEnd-
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