


*Prologue*

Thatmomentthosetinycriesfillthe

room ,themomenteveryonehas

beenwaitingfor.Thatmomentwhen

youcrackasmileastiredasyouare

butknowingthatthoseninemonths

wereworthit.Thatmomentittakes

yournippleintoitsmouthandsucks

fordearlife.Yourworldfeels

complete,there'snothingelseyou

wantcauserightthereinyourarmsis

thatonepersonwhowill

unconditionallyloveyou,thatone



personthatwillalwayshaveyour

backnomatterwhat.

Butalas!Littledidlknowthatwas

nottobethecasewithme.AsI'm

busyenjoyingthemoment,holding

thelittlebeingthatlhadmade,l

wasn'treallyproudofthewayhe

cameintobeing.Butstillhewas

mineandthefactthathisfather

rapedmedidn'tmatteratthat

moment.lwaslookingforwardto

raisinghim .

Ihearmydadwhispertothedoctor



totakethebabyawaycausehis

familyiswaitingforhim .Whatfamily?

Ain'twehisfamily?laskwhatthey

meanandtheytellmetheyhave

givenhim upforadoption.Howcould

they?Theyaremyparentstheyare

supposedtohelpmeraisethis

bundleofjoy.lknowI'm justfourteen

butstill.

Iclutchmybabyclosetome,they

won'ttakehim ,ldidn'tsufferallthese

ninemonthsfornothing.lhaven't

evennamedhim yet.Howcouldmy

parentsbesocruelthisistheirown

fleshandblood.



Isawmydadsadlynodtothedoctor

.Heapproachesmecarryinga

syringebeforelcouldfigureoutwhat

wasgoingonheinjectedmeandit

waslightsout.

---

INSERT1

28yearslater

*Brandon*



Mymom canbetoomuch

sometimeslcan'tjustbelieveshe

askedmetobuyhertomatoesatthe

marketplace,lnevercometothis

placeandsheevenspecifiedwho

shewantedmetobuythetomatoes

from .

Likehonestlywhodoesthat?Whenl

toldherlwasgoingtopicksome

from theshopsthewaysheyelledat

me.Thankgoodnessitwasa

phonecallotherwiseiflwasnextto

herlwasgoingtoearnmyselfaslap

atage28imagine!



*Me*:hellomahwherecanlfind

NaSipho?

Iaskaladywho'ssellingsome

vegetables.

*Lady*:keeponwalkingherstallisat

theendoftheroad.

JustgreatI'm ruiningmyperfect

Italianshoesonthisroadforwhat

tomatoes.



Iwalkedonandandgottothelady's

stall.

Wowlcan'tbelieveI'm checkingouta

womanwho'sobviouslyolderthan

me.

She'schocolateincomplexion,got

nicehazeleyes,longlashes,oval

face,she'sjustpretty,thattinynose

andthosepinkishlips,she'sjust

prettyandI'm staring.lwishshe

couldjuststandupsothatlseeher

structure.



Sheclearsherthroat.

*Her*:howcanlhelpyou?

Sheaskslookingatmydressingandl

guessaskingherselfwhat'saguyin

atuxedodoingatherstall.

She'sgotthoseheadwrapsonher

headlmustsayitreallymakesher

lookcute.

*Me*:lwassentbyJanetNxumaloto



comebuysometomatoes,she'smy

mother.

Shedoesn'trespond,shejuststands

upandstartspackingsome

tomatoesinaplasticbag,theyare

bigfreshandjuicynowondermy

mom wantedthem .

Damnsheshouldhavejustpacked

them seatedcauselthinkI'm going

tolosemymind.

Shehasanamazingbodyevery

singlefeatureatit'srightplace.



Thisismestaringatherandhaving

dirtythoughts,honestlytheonly

placeI'm seeingherisinmybed.

*Her*:areyoudeaforwhat?

*Me*:didyousaysomething?

*Her*:that'sthreedollars,shealways

buysthose.

Itakeouttendollarsandhanditto

her.Shehandsmebackthechange



butltellhertokeepit.

Shecomestomysideandputsthe

moneyinmybreastpocketandtells

metogetlostcauseshe'snota

charitycase.

Onanyotherdaylwouldhave

insistedthatshetakesthemoneybut

lwassoblownawaybyherlcouldn't

believeshewasthatclosetomeand

somehowlmanagednottokissher.

Itookthetomatoesanddrovetomy

parentshousestillhavingNaSiphoon



mymindthewholeway.lfound

myselftouchingmybreastpocket

andjustsmiling.

Iam goingtowifeherjustwatchand

seenothingwillstopme.

*Gugulethu*

It'sfivepm I'm nowpackingupmy

stuff,closingdownmystall.ldidn't

havealotofcustomerstodayandl

reallydon'tknowwhylrefusedthat

youngman'smoney.



Icouldhaveboughtelectricity.Sipho

mybabygirlwillhavetostudyusing

candleslwillbuytomorrow.

Lifeisalittletoughbutweare

surviving.Wehavearoofoverour

headsandthat'ssomething.Atleastl

don'thavetoworryaboutschoolfees

causeherfathertakescareofthat.

Ithurtsmewhenshegoesandvisits

him andhisnewfamilyandcomes

backwithstuff.Itshowsmewhata

failurelam .lreallyneedtolookfora



betterjobbutnoonewantstohirean

uneducatedwoman.

Idroppedoutofschoolwhenlwas

fourteencauselfellpregnant.After

givingbirthmyparentsgavethebaby

upforadoption.

Ijustlostitandwentthrough

depressionthebabywasthereason

whylneverfocussedonthefactthat

lwasrapedcauselwasbeingstrong

forhim .Afterhewasgonethose

terriblememorieskickedinandltried

commitingsuicidetwice.lcouldn'tgo



backtoschoollwastakento

differenttherapistsseekinghelp.

Ittookmetenyearstopullmyself

togetherandlwastwentyfourby

then.lwasstillathomeandmy

parentsdidnotmindtakingcareof

me.

AttwentysixlmetBen,Sipho'sdad

andlwassoinlovewithhim ,two

yearslaterwehadSiphoandlifewas

good.Welivedacomfortablelifeand

wewerehappy.



BenstartedchangingwhenSipho

turnednine,beforetheyearendedl

wasdivorcedandreplacedbyhis

currentwife.

Imanagedtogetusatwo

bedroomedcottagefrom thelittle

moneymyparentsme.

I'm nowfortytwoandmydaughter

thirteen.

*Me*:wheredidthelightscomefrom?



Iaskheraslunpackthetomatoesin

oursmallkitchen.

Itsmellsniceinherelittlemissyhas

cooked.

Shewrapsherarmsaroundme.

*SIPHO*:don'tbemad,dadwashere

hebroughtgroceriesandleftsome

money,ldidn'tcallhim lswear.

*Me*:it'sokaylove,haveyourdone

yourhomeworks?



*SIPHO*:yesma'am .Letmedishup

foryou.

Shedishesupformeandleat.As

muchasithatethefactthatBenis

buyingstuffaroundherelwilljust

keepquietandnotfighthim .lhaveto

doitforSipho,weareabitluckyit's

noteverydayyouhaveababydaddy

thatwillstillsupporthischildeven

thoughhehasotherchildrenwith

anotherwoman.

Ishouldreallytrytopullupmysocks

andfindsomethingthatwillgenerate



moneysothatlgiveSiphothebest

life.

*Insert2*

*Ben*

I'm athomewithmyfamily.Weare

havingsupperjusttalkingand

laughing.Siphoshouldbehere,ldon't

likethefactthatshe'slivingin

povertywhileI'm livingacomfortable

life,I'm notrichI'm notpoorI'm just



comfortable.

*Wife*:whatlyouthinkingof?

*Me*:Sipho

*Wife*:thentakeher.

Waitwhat,reasonwhylneverdid

thatisthatlthoughtshewouldn't

wantSiphohere.

*Me*:areyouserious?



*Wife*:yeplikethisisherhome

,besidesit'snotlikewedon'tknow

eachothershecomestovisit.

Butvisitingisdifferentfrom living

withus.

*Wife*:baberelaxIwon'tharm her

comeon,lknowyoumightthinklwill

abuseherkodwaangeke,lwilltreat

herlikemyown.

That'sgreatI'm gettingmybaby.



*Brandon*

*Mihle*:heybacktoearthBrandon.

*Me*:yousaidsomething.

Sheclapsonce.

*Mihle*:youneverpayattentionto

mesoareyoutellingmethatallthis

timeI'vebeentalkingtomyself

heeeh?Doyouevenwanttoget

marriedorveleI'm wastingmytime



Brandon?IfeellikeI'm theonlyone

whoputsaneffortintothis

relationship.I'm eventheonewho

proposedforfuck'ssake.Don'tyou

lovemeyini?

*Me*:calm downbabeyouknowl

loveyouljusthadalongdayatwork

,chillcalm down,it'snotgoodforthe

babyyouknowthat.

Shestartscrying.OhLordnokillme

rightnowlcan'tstandthis.



*Mihle*:ljustfeellikeI'm forcing

things.....

She'scryinghavinghiccups,tears

runningdownherfacemixingwith

hermucussiesman.

*Me*:babeyouarenotforcing

anythingI'm sorry.

Butsheis.She'sforcingthis

relationship.Tillyesterdayldidn't

mindjustgettingmarriedtoher.She

hasbeengivenhalfofthecompany

byherdad.Myfatherandherswere



equalpartners.Hershasstepped

downgivenherallhisshares.Mydad

sawthisasanopportunitytomakeit

afamilybusinessbymemarrying

Mihle.

Honestlylhavedoneallthatmypa

wantsI'm thatkindofson.Hesays

jumpljustaskhowhigh.

Butnow,ljustcan'tstopthinking

aboutNaSiphofrom themarketplace

.She'sbeenrunningonmymindever

sincelmether.



Andlneverlikeeverthinkofa

woman.It'susuallyjustfuckand

pass.

Iwillhavetogetridofthesethoughts

causewehaveacompanytorun,l

havetowifeMihleandbesidesshe's

pregnantwithmychild.Whileldon't

knowhowthathappenedbutokay.

*Me*:babelisten,lloveyouneh

,comehere.

Shecomesintomyarmswithher

tearsandall.Thethingswedofor



power.

*Sipho*

I'm abouttoreachmyclimaxwhen

wehearthekitchendooropen.Oh

fucknothiscan'tbehappeningmom

shouldbeatworkrightnow.

Sbuquicklygetsintothewardrobe

andldressup.Fiveminuteslatershe

opensthedoor.

*Mom*:Areyousick?Whyareyou



sleepinginthemiddleoftheday,ain't

yousupposedtobeonyourextra

lessons.

*Me*:lgotaslightheadache.

*Mom*:didyoudrinksomepills?

Sheaskslookingallworried,shame

mypoormom shelovesmesomuch.

Inod.

*Mom*:okaybabejustrestneh,l



needtorushbacktothemarket.l

washeretogetthatniceblackdress

ofmine,theonewiththestrapless

back.

Ohnoit'sinthewardrobe.

*Me*:why?

*Mom*:lwanttosellit,weneed

somemoneyotherwisethecouncil

wantstocloseourwater.

That'swhyldowhatldo.



*Me*:youdon'thavetolossyour

dress.Heresomemoney,lgotitfrom

dadtheotherday.

*Mom*:howmuchexactlydidyour

dadgiveyou?

Eish!lhopeshedoesn'taskhim

causehenevercamenorleftme

somemoney.

*Me*:enough,mamatakeitandgo

theyclosetheirofficesatfour.



Shetakesthemoney.

*Mom*:who'sshoesarethese.

*Me*:dad'sheleftthem theother

day.

Shestaresatme.Butshehasto

believemecausethoseareagrown

man'sshoe.

*Mom*:hooo



Sheleavesrushingout.

Phewthatwasacloseone.

Iopenthewardrobe.

*Me*:wherewerewedaddy?

Sbusmiles,helikesitwhenlcallhim

that.ldon't.Butthemoneyisgood

likerealgood.Seeljusthelpedmah

payforthewatertheotherdayl

boughtgroceriesandelectricity.Even

theseextralessonslpayforthem .



Sometimesaladyhasgottodowhat

aladyhastodotosurvive.

Hepicksmeupandwestartallover

again.Yepthisisthestoryofmylife

atleasthe'ssexy,goodlookingand

reallygoodinbed.

*INSERT3*

*NkosilathiNdiweni(Brandon'sdad)*

Leocomesinstaggeringhe'skak



drunk,suchadisappointment.

*Leo*:dad

Mnxhestinkslikethewholebar.

*Me*:Ndondana(son)

Hesitsonmybed.Hismom isinthe

shower.

*Leo*:why?



Whywhat?

*Me*:youaredrunk.

Isayitasastatement.

*Leo*:I'm yourson,yourfirstborn

,theprideofyouryouth,howisityou

aretakingmybirthrightandgivingit

tothatadoptivepieceofshitofyours

.

IfonlyheknewthatBrandonishis

halfbrother,maybehewouldtryto



getalongwithhim .

Butnooneknows,notevenmywife.

Shecouldn'thavekidsanymoreafter

givingbirthtoLeo.Fiveyearslater

shewantedanotherchild,shewas

pushingtheadoptionthingdownmy

neck.

Iwasn'tinterestedlikewhywouldl

wanttoraiseanotherman'schild.

Ithappenedlimpregnatedsomeone



solcouldn'tletmychildberaisedby

it'steenMom.Theadoptionthingie

cametomyadvantagesee.

Itoldherlhadfoundsomeparents

whowerewillingtoadopt.

Atfirstshewasn'tagreeingcause

shewassayingshewanteda

daughter,youknowhowit'severy

woman'sdream tohaveadaughter.

Ihadtocontactmybrotherforhelp

uNdiwenihissomefamilyseerofthe

Mkandla'ssohetoldmenottoworry



aboutit.

Fewdayslaterwifeycametomeon

herownsayingshewantedtoadopt

theboyafterhewasborn.Andthe

waysheloveshim .Ndiweni'sthings

doworkforsure.

Shecomesoutoftheshower

,uMaNxumalowami,she'sabeauty

thisone.Leojusthadtobehere,l

shouldmakinglovetomywiferight

nowshe'slookingsosexy.

*Janet*:andthenwena(you)



*Me*:he'sdrunk

Iwhisper.Sheclapsherhandsonce

andshakesherhead.

Iknowright,Leobehaveslikeadamn

kid.

He'snowasleeponourbedwithhis

armsandlegsopennje.

Welookateachother.



*Me*:let'susetheguestroom .

*Janet*:ngitsho(no)

Iseehertypingonherphone.Afew

minuteslaterBrandoncomesin.

*Janet*:getyourbrotheroffourbed.

*Brandon*:haamom

*Janet*:gethim offwewanttosleep.



Hepickshim upandgoesoffwith

him .Shamemypoorsonheshould

betheonebeingcarriednottheother

wayround.

*Brandon*

I'm drivingMihletotheairport,she's

goingtoAmericatoshopfora

handbagshesawonline,likewho

doesthat?

Iaskedherwhyshedoesn'tbuyit



onlineandhaveitshippedover.She

almostbitmyheadoffhenceherewe

aredrivinghertotheairportsothat

shegoesshopforherbaginAmerica

.

OhLordlcan'tbelieveit'sher.lstop

thecar.

Iopenmywindow.

*Me*:youofftothemarket.

She'scarryinghercrateoftomatoes

andsomevegetables.



*NaSipho*:yes

Igetofftohelpherputherstuffin

theboot.

Igotothefrontseat.

*Me*:babegototheback.

*Mihle*:ahhhhwhat?

*Me*:gototheback,wecan'tletan



eldersitthereonherownand

besideswemightbelateifwekeep

arguingwitheachother.

Shegetsoffandsitsonthebackseat

sulkingandall.Theonlyreasonshe's

lettingitgoit'scauseofthenothing

else.

NaSiphogetsin.

Shesobeautifulshereallydoes

deservetobeinthefrontwithme.As

mywife,asaNdiweniam goingto

wifeherldon'tknowhowbutlfeelit



inmybonesthatshe'stheone.

*Me*:doyouhaveanameNaSipho.

Shesmiles,damn.

There'samnxcomingfrom theback

.That'sherownproblem who's

talkingtoher.

*NaSipho*:it'sNaSiphophela.

*Me*:nahpleasetellmeyourname.



*NaSipho*:isthatwhatyourmother

isteachingyoutocalladultsbytheir

name?

*Me*:she'snothereisshe?Besides

I'm doingyouafavor,townisabitfar

from here,don'tyouthinkldeserveto

knowyourname.

Shesmiles.Shemustdothatalot

yoh.

*NaSipho*:it'sGugulethu.



Anothermnxcomesfrom theback.

Iturnonthemusic,lreallyonetalk

withthiswomanthat'sbesidesme

butatthesametimeldon'twantto

angerMihle,whoknowswhatshe

mightdo,she'spsychothisone.

*Gugulethu*

ThankGodlgotsometransport

today.I'm earlysettingupmystall.



GuesswhatherecomesJanet.She's

withsomeyoungmanwholookslike

heritmustbeherson.

Theotherwomenfrom otherstalls

startmurmuringmnxjealousbitches.

Shecomestomystall.

*Janet*:MaNcube

*Me*:MaNxumalo

Welaugh.Theguyjustlooksatme.



*Janet*:youareinlucktoday.I'm

buyingyourwholecrate.

Saywhat!

*Me*:serious?

*Janet*:yes,I'm preparingsome

dinnerforfamilyfriendssomelneed

freshjuicytomatoes.

Awholecratethough,whateveras

longasI'm gettingmymoney.



*Janet*:yougotsomecucumbers?

*Me*:no

*Janet*:okayletmegolookforthem

overthere.Leowaitforthetomatoes

I'm coming.

TheLeoofitlookslikehewould

ratherbesomewhereelse.

*Leo*:doyouwantajob?



*Me*:yes

*Leo*:howdoespersonalassistant

soundtoyou.

*Me*:ldon'thavethem qualifications

.

*Leo*:youdon'tneedthem ,youwill

bemypersonalassistant,lwillteach

youonthejob.

*Me*:okaysowhendolstart?



IhopeI'm notdreaming.Jobsjust

don'tcometoyouinZimbabwe.

*Leo*:nextweekMonday,lwillbe

outoftownthiswholeweeksoyah

comeMonday.Hereismycard.

Itakeit.lcan'tbelievethislikewhat.

Janetcomesbackwithsome

cucumbershertomatoesarealready

packed.

*Janet*:okaylovewenotstayingwe



areinahurry.

*Me*:noproblem .

Theywalkaway.I'm justleftwitha

fewitemstosell,todayhasbeena

gooddayshame.

Tonewbeginningslcan'tbelieveby

Mondaylwillbegettingasalary.

INSERT4

*NKOSILATHI*



Ican'tbelieveI'm doingthis.Butwho

wouldsaynototwopointfivemillion

youcangainjustinadaybypulling

thisoff.

I'm nowatthebaby'swinginthis

clinic.I'm dressedlikeanurse,witha

cappulleddownmyface.Notthat

therearealotofCCTVsherebutit

doesn'thurtbeingtoocareful.

Ijustpickoneofthebaby's.ldon't

knowwhatNdiweniwantstodowith

itbutlhopeitlivesahappyandlong

lifewhereitgoesto.



Idon'trushoutofthewinglwalkina

steadyspeedluckythelittlegirlisnot

cryingthatwouldbemyworst

nightmarebeingcaught.

Weareoutoftheclinicwithout

anyonestoppingus.lgivehertothe

driverthatwassenttocollecther.

Hehandsmetwoblackbags.lopen

them justalittle,holyshitthisisreal

likethemoneyisreal.



Ihavealreadygottenridofmy

disguise,I'm beingcarefulshame.

Oneofthenursesfrom thisclinic

stopsmeasI'm nowgettingintomy

car,themoneyisalreadyintheboot

,thedriverislonggoneassoonashe

receivedthebabyhedroveoff.

*Nurse*:ohmygoshit'sreallyyouMr

Ndiweni,howareyousir.

Wherethehelldoessheknowme

from .I'm notthatfamousand

besidesldoubtsheknowsanything



aboutbusiness.

*Me*:sisihie

Sheblushesehhhkidsofthesedays

she'soldenoughtobemydaughter.

Shedropsherphonepurposely

makingitlooklikeamistake,she

facestheotherwaytopickitup.

Whatdoyouknow,shepicksitupher

uniform issoshortherbuttand

pussyareoutthereformetosee



.Whyain'tshewearinganypanties?

Ifeelmydickthrobbing,nolwon't

shamethedevilisatworkhere.l

won'tfallforthistemptation.

Ipromisedmyselfafterwhat

happenedtwentyeightyearsagol

won'tlookatanotherwomanthat's

notJanet.

Igetintomycaranddriveoffleaving

thatnurseshocked.Fuckthatwas

sureanicelookingpussyshame.



*Leo*

She'shere,atleastshemanagedto

pulloffaformalattirelwasreally

worriedaboutthat.

I'm waitingforherbythereceptionl

didn'twanthertogothroughtrouble

lookingformeandall.Besidesshe's

notthecompany'semployeeshe's

mine.lwillbepayingherpersonal

causethere'snowhereinhell

BrandonandthatMihleofhiscan

hireanuneducatedwoman,they



wantthemostexcellentstuffmnx.

*Gugu*:am llate?

Sheaskspanicking,I'm sureshe

wantedtoimpressbutshemust

relaxshe'snot.

I'm gladI'm helpingsomeoneout.

*Me*:nonotatallfollowme.

Shefollowsme,theeyeslget.I'm

suretheyarethinkingshe'soneof



myfuckmatesphelaI'm knownfor

bringingwomentotheofficebut

comeGuguisgoodlookingandall

she'sjustnotmytypellikethem

young.

Iopenmyofficedoor.

*Her*:wownice

Ijustsmileforthesakeofitshe

shouldseeBrandon'sofficeshewill

seethatthisisnothingcomparedto

it.



*Me*:that'syourdesklalreadyhadit

preparedforyoubyrightyoushould

haveyourownminiofficebutsince

yourareundermypaycheck.....

Shenods,perfectsheunderstands

.Letmetrainhermaybethenshewill

bedoingallmyworkformeandlwill

havemoretimetogoclubbingwith

theboys.

*Mihle*



Ifeellikecryinglreallydo,likewhat

thefuck.levenhadtogotoAmerica

tohavemyselfcheckedoutandthe

doctorstoldmethere'snothing

wrongwithme.

Ilookatthenegativepregnancytest

andtearswellupinmyeyes.Mylies

arecatchingupwithmebutlthought

thatbynowwewouldbepregnant

youknow.

Isitpossiblethattheproblem iswith

Brandon?Ohnkosiyami(Lord)why

didn'tlthinkofthat.Whatdoldonow



.

Brandondoesn'tseem tobefully

investedintothisrelationship.I'm

tellingyouhedoesn'tevencheckon

howtheweddingpreparationsare

going.lfeellikeI'm gettingmarriedto

myselfandI'm suretheonlyreason

heagreedtomarrymewascauseof

thebaby.

HowdolgetpregnantifBrandon

can'thavekids?

Idialmymum'snumbersheshould



knowwhatlshoulddo.

*Mum*:hello

*Me*:mamaIthinktheproblem is

withBrandon.

*Mum*:eishbabywehavetohavea

planfasttimeismoving.

Tellmesomethingldon'tknow.

*Mum*:thedad,sleepwiththedad

theylookalikewithBrandon,evenif



thechildcomesoutlookinglikehim

noonewillsayathing.

*Me*:butmah

*Mum*:there'snotimebaby,you

havetoactfastthinkcarefulabout

thisneh,byeyourdadiscallingme.

YoohsleepingwithNkosilathi.ldon't

knowaboutthatone.Am lthat

desperate.

*lNSERT5*



*Gugu*

Hejustbustsintotheoffice,he's

reallyangryyohlwonderwhat

angeredhim .Hedoesn'tevennotice

mehegoestoLeo'schairandholds

him byhiscollar.

*Him*:I'm sofuckentiredofyour

sickbehavior.Thisisacompany

damnitLeonotsomeclubora

brothelwhereyoubringwomenand

allthatshit.Wemustsetanexample

forouremployees,whatkindof



exampleareyousetting,growup

asshole,I'm tiredofyourshitI'vehad

enoughofit.

IdoubtLeoisbreathing.Thisguy

mustbesuffocatinghim .Funnyl

don'tevenknowhisnamebutwe

havemetliketwice.

Leotriestosaysomethingbutain't

nothingcomingoutofhismouth,the

guy'sgripistootight.

*Me*:youaregoingtokillhim!



*Him*:shutupslut

Hesaysasheturnstofaceme.His

jawdropswhenherecognizesme.

HeletsgoofLeo'scollar.

*Him*:Guguhieumm

Iignorehim ,poursomewaterforLeo

who'smassaginghisneck.



Igivehim theglasshedownsitina

second.

*Him*:Guguwhatareyoudoinghere

atyousupposedtobeatthemarket.

Mnxwhodoeshethinkheis.Cause

hegavemearidetheotherdayhe

nowthinkswearefriends.

*Me*:lworkhere.

Isaywithsomuchattitude.Howcan

hebelittlemelikethis,he'sbasically



sayingthatIbelongtothemarket

placenothere.

Helooksatmewithaconfusedfacial

expression.

*Him*:whatdoyoumeanyourwork

here,HRdidn'tsayanythingtome

abouthiringatomatoemployee.

Theslaplgivehim .I'm offendedlike

reallyoffendedlfeeltearswellingup

myeyes.



*Leo*:GuguI'm sorry.

Brandondudelistenlcanexplain.

OhsohisnameisBrandon.

*Leo*:Guguisundermypaycheck

,she'smyemployeenotthe

company'slikeshewillbehelpingme

aroundandummm

*Brandon*:okaylunderstand

It'sLeo'sturntobeshocked.



*Leo*:youunderstand!!

Henods.

Thegirlfriendcomesin.Sheseesme.

*Mihle*:whatisshedoinghere?

Shesayspointingatmewithalook

ofdisgustonherface.

*Mihle*:babeI'vebeenlookingfor

youallovertheofficeandlfindyou

herewithher?



Ayiboisthisgirlblind,Leoishereand

whatdoesshemeanbywhatshejust

said.

*Leo*:Mihlenoonehastimeforyour

drama.Getoutofmyoffice.

Iseetheneckdoesn'thurtanymore

kkkorhedoesn'tlikethisMihlechick.

*Mihle*:youdon'ttellmewhattodo

inmybuilding,babelleftsome

importantdocumentsatyourparents



housetheotherdaysoI'm goingover

theretogetthem .

*Brandon*:okay

*Mihle*:okaythat'sall?

Whatdoesshewanthim tosay.

*Brandon*:whatdoyouwantmeto

say?

*Leo*:mayyoupleaseleavealready

someofushavegotsomeworkto



do.

Brandonpullshisgirlandtheygoout

,wecanstillhearhershoutingdown

thecorridors.

Leolooksatme.

*Him*:thanksIoweyouone.

Heeh?

*Him*:lknowletmetakeyouand

yourchildtodinnertonight.



*Me*:dinner?

*Leo*:yepdownatLet'sdine.

Wowthat'ssomefancyrestaurant.

Wewillgowithhim ,mydaughter

deservesadecentdinnershehas

beensuchagoodgirl.

*Me*:okaysoundsgood.

Wegetbacktowork.



*Nkosilathi*

Mihleishere.I'm homealone.

*Me*:makotiwhatasurprise.

Isayaslopenthedoorforher.

Shesmilesandsitsonthecouch,we

areatthelounge.

*Mihle*:babathere'ssomethingl



needtotellyou.

*Me*:okayI'm listening.

Iwonderwhatitis,don'ttellmeshe

wantstopulltheengagementoff

.ShehastomarryBrandonsothat

thecompanybecomesaNdiweni

thing.

Shestartscrying.lwilllethercrytill

shecalmsdownonherownI'm not

comfortinganyonemina.



*Mihle*:I...ldidn'tknowthat.....that

therewassomethingwrong

with.....withhim .

Whatisshetalkingabout?

*Mihle*:Ithoughtbynowwe......we

wouldbepregnantbutwearenot.....l

checkedwithdifferentspecialistI'm

finenothingiswrongwithme.

*Me*:whatareyoutalkingabout

makoti,I'm lost.



Shecriessomemoretillshecalms

down.She'swastingmytime,lneed

togohidethatmoneybeforeJanet

comesathome.

*Mihle*:sothethingis,lliedto

Brandonaboutbeingpregnant,I'm

notlthoughtbynowwewouldbe

sincewearenolongerusing

protection,wearenot,Igotchecked

I'm finesotheproblem mustbewith

yoursonl....

*Me*:soyouhavenoticedthatyour

planhasbackfiredwhat'stheway



forward?

*Mihle*:ldon'tknowthat'swhyl

cametotalktoyousothatyoumay

assistme,lknowyouwantustoget

married.

*Me*:lwillgetbacktoyoumakoti

*Mihle*:thankyoubaba

Shesaysgettingup.

Nowwhatdoldoaboutthisissue?



*lNSERT6*

*Gugu*

Igethomeatfirstlthinkljust

enteredthewronghousecausethere

aresexsoundscomingfrom my

room .Butllookaroundthisismy

placesowhatthefuckisgoingon.

Iopenmybedroom door.Mymouth

runsdry.lcan'tbelievewhatI'm

seeingthismustbeadream like



whatthefuck.

Theycontinuetheydidn'tevenhear

thedooropen.Sheseemstobe

enjoyingit.Thisisamutual

agreementshe'snotbeingraped.

Tearsjustfalldown,wheredidlgo

wrongwithher,she'ssosoyoungl

mean...

*Me*:Sipho?

Theybothlookatmefrom their



doggyposition.

Siphoisshockedshewasn't

expectingmelhadtoldherlwillbeat

homearoundeightit'ssix.

Theguygetsdressedsoquickand

heleaves.Helookstwentytwoor

something.

*Sipho*:mamalcanexplain.

*Me*:getdressed



ShedoesI'm sureinherheadshe's

tryingtocookupastory.

IcallLeo.

*Me*:hiewewon'tbeabletomakeit

tothatdinner.

*Leo*:great

Great??

*Me*:what?



*Leo*:I'm alreadyattherestaurant

andthere'sthissexylookinglady,l

mightjustmakemymove.

Ilaugh,he'scrazythisone.

*Leo*:don'tworrywewillhavethe

dinnersomeotherday.

Idropthecallafterthankinghim .

Igocook,ldon'tknowwhattodo

withmyself.I'm sohurtlikereallyhurt



.Noonewantstoseetheirteen

daughterhavingsexwithaguywho's

obviouslymorethantenyearsolder

thanher.

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmelying

herheadonmyback.

*Sipho*:mama?

Idon'twanttotalktoher,ldon'thave

anythingtosaytoher.

*Sipho*:mamapleasesaysomething



,likeplease,shout,yellanythingis

betterthansilence.

*Me*:youaregoingtoboarding

school.

*Sipho*:mama!

*Me*:yesdownatthebunduslwill

talktoyourdadaboutit,preferablya

girlsonlyboardingschool.

*Sipho*:butmama



Iliftmyhandupasawayofsilencing

her.It'sadonedeal.lcan'tdealwith

herldon'tknowhowtodealwithher.

*Sipho*

I'm cryingsohard,howcanshewant

tosendmetoboardingschoolworse

atthebundus.

Howdidweevengetcaught.Atleast

shefoundmewithacollegeboynot

Sbu.IfshehadcaughtmewithSbul

thinkshewouldhavebehospitalized

bynow.



Iwasjusthelpingoutldidn'tmeanto

hurther.

Shecomesintomyroom and

cuddleswithme.

*Mum*:lloveyoubabyokay,youare

justtooyoungtobedoingthestuff

youaredoing,focusonyourbooks

thetimeforboyswillcome..

Thewayshelookshurt.Fuckl

messedupmymom doesalotfor



me,lwasjusttryingtohelpoutthat's

all.

*Mom*:Ihavetobeyourbestfriendl

knowI'm notaroundmostofthetime

butlwilljustbetryingtogathersome

moneyforus.Butlpromiseyouit's

goingtobebetterfrom nowon,lgot

adecentjob.

*Me*:wewillnevergetrichwithyou

workingforsomeoneelse.

Shelooksatme.



*Mom*:soyousayinglshould

continuesellingtomatoes?

*Me*:nofindyourcalling,findwhat

youaregoodat,likeatalentlikel

don'tknowhowtoexplainit

Shenodsherhead.Shepullsme

closetoher.Wecuddling,lgetto

sleepwithhertoday.Thingwithmy

mom shebottlesthingsup,whatl

knowisthatshewon'tsayanything

aboutthisshewilljustbottleitup

andit'sallmyfault.



*Brandon*

I'm lookingathervideoworking,look

atherallfocusedandall.

Ikeptthinkingofhertotheextentof

mecallingmysecuritysystem from

thecompanyaskingmetosendme

theCCTVsvideosfrom Leo'soffice.

Ithinklshouldgethernumber.At

leastgethertoknowme,whoknows

thefeelingmightbemutual.



Myphonerings,whywouldmydad

callmeatthistime.lhopeit'sgot

nothingtodowithLeolcan'tbe

drivingovertheretoremovehim from

theirbed.

*Me*:baba

*Him*:cancelalltheplansyouhave

tomorrow,wearegoingtoseeyour

babomdala(uncle)

*Me*:whichone?



*Dad*:Ndiweni

Whyarewegoingoverthere.That

guycreepsmeout.Likethere'sjust

thisbadauraaroundhim .

*Me*:maylaskwhy?

*Dad*:youwillseewhenwegetthere

.

Ahhldon'twanttogo.Butwhatcanl

say,itcan'tbethatbadlmeanitsjust



avisittothatcreepyguy.lhonestly

don'tknowhowwearerelatedtohim

.

*Thenextday*

Wearriveathishomestead.ltlooks

cleanlwonderwhodoesitforhim .

Thisplaceunsettlesme.LikeI'm

hearingstrangesoundslcan'tplace

wheretherearecomingfrom .

Ndiwenicomesoutofoneofhishuts.



Blooddrippingfrom hishands.

*Me*:daddoyouseethat.

*Dad*:seewhat?

*Me*:thebloodthat'sdrippingfrom

hishands.

I'm whispering.Mydadlooksatme

asifI'm crazy.

*Dad*:Brandonwhatareyoutalking

about?



Am ltheonlyseeingitcauseeventhe

peoplethatarepassingbytheroad

,theyarejustgreetingusgettingon

withtheirday.

*Ndiweni*:hawuhawubhudiwakhe

(mybrother),(ndodana)son.

Wegreethim back.

Ndiwenikeepsgivingmealookl

don'tunderstand.



Wegetintooneofhishuts.

*Ndiweni*:shouldlgiveyoumahewu

oryouwantwater.

*Dad*:nononowearegood.We

camehereforaconsultation.

*Ndiweni*:ohlsee,let'sgotothe

otherhut.

Iwonderwhyhebuiltsomanyhuts

hecouldhavejustbuiltonehouse

.I'm justsaying.



Wegetintohishealinghut.Dadjust

getsinandsitsdown.I'm justbythe

door.There'sthisbigblacksnake

insideandtherearetwolittlemen

(theylooklikemenbuttheirheight

arethatofbabies)whoarejust

sittingdownnexttothesnake.

DadandNdiwenibothlookatme

.Comeonam lsupposedtogetin

.Howcomemydadisnotseeingany

ofthis.

Myphonerings.Thisisoneofthose



daysI'm gratefullhaveanannoying

girlfriend.

Ianswerthephonerunningtomycar

,lguesstherearethinkingthere'san

emergency.ldon'twhatDadwilluse

togethomesinceweonlybrought

onecarbutwhateverthat'snotmy

problem lethim staywithhiscreepy

brother.



*INSERT7*

*Nkosilathi*

Whyishestaringatmelalsodon't

knowwhatiswrongwithBrandon

.Likethewayhejustranoffwasso

outofcharacter.Helookedlike

someonewhowasbeingchasedby

demonsorsomething.

*Me*:bhudingilesicelo(Igota

request)



*Ndiweni*:I'm listening.

*Me*:mysonisfailingtoimpregnate

hisfiance.Mayyouconsultwiththe

elders.

*Him*:it'snotaphysicalproblem it's

aspiritualproblem .

Whatdoesthatmean?

Whydoesn'thejustusehisbones

insteadoftellingmewhat'scoming

from hishead.



*Me*:whatdoyoumean?

*Ndiweni*:onlytimewilltellyoucan't

playwithfate.Hewillhavetosuffer

theconsequencesforyourmistakes.

*Me*:suffer?

*Ndiweni*:don'tworryitonlywillbe

emotionalpain.

Asifthatmakesitbetter.lwonder

whatmistakesarethose.Doesit



haveanythingtodowithhowhe

cameintobeing?

*Gugu*

It'saroundtwopm .Wearetakinga

walkwithSipho.ldidn'tgotowork

today.Leocalledhesaidhehada

terriblehangoversolbotherabout

goingtotheofficecausehe'swon't

bethere.

Ihopelgetmyfullpaycheckbythe

endofthemonth.



Acaralmostrunsusoveritmissed

usbyaninch.Thedriverstopsaftera

yardortwo.Hecomestocheckonus

.Siphoiscrying.Shecrieswhenshe

getsfreakout.

Whatdoyouknowthedriveris

Brandonmnx.

*Brandon*:areyouguysokay?

*Me*:whatdoyouthink?Youalmost

ranusoversowearesuperfine.



*Brandon*:I'm terriblysorry.Letme

giveyouandyoursisteraridelwill

dropyouoff.

NcehethinksSiphoismylittlesister

,shelooksbigforherage,youmight

sayshe'saroundsixteeneighteen

.Welookalike.Shetookthem curves

andhipsfrom me.

*Me*:she'smydaughter.

Iledthewaytothecar.Siphoisnow



quietshe'snolongercrying.

Heopensthedoorsforus.lsitatthe

front,Siphoisattheback.

*Me*:youscaredmybaby.

*Brandon*:I'm sosorrylreallyam it's

justthatlwasinarush.

*Me*:sowebettergetoffsinceyou

areinarush.

*Brandon*:I'm nolmeanlleftina

rushwhereI'm comingfrom .



He'snotmakingsensebutwhatever

whocares.

*Brandon*:canlhaveyournumber?

*Me*:whatfor?

*Sipho*:077......

Uyaphaphaloo(she'stooforward

thisone)



Thelooklgiveher.Shejust

shruggleshershoulders.

*Brandon*:thanks,I'm guessingyou

mustbeSipho?

Siphonodsherhead.

*Sipho*:andyoumustbemystep

dad?

WTF!Whereisshegettingthat

nonsensefrom ,doessheseethat

thisguyisobviouslyyoungerthanme



.

ThesmileBrandongivesher.Mnxhe

isascrazyasher.

*Me*:Sipho

Isaytoherasawarning.Brandon

justsmiles.

*Sipho*:thisisniceusdriving

togetherit'slikeweareafamily.

Thiskid!



Leocallslanswer.

*Leo*:heysolneedsomehelpover

here.Ijustrealizedtherearesome

documentsthatareduetomorrow

likeshityoushouldcometypethem

otherwiseBrandonwillhavemyhead

forbreakfasttomorrow.

Brandonlooksatme,damnmy

phoneit'sonloudspeaker.

*Me*:okay.



BrandonmakesaUturn.Why?

*Me*:andthen?

*Brandon*:wearegoingtoLeo's.

Ohokaylwon'tsaynotofree

transport.

*Mihle*

Brandon'sdadjustcalledme,hetells



metheproblem withBrandonis

spiritualnotphysicalwhateverthat

means.Hisaddingmoreissuestomy

problemsinsteadofgivingme

solutions.

Iapphim .

*Sobabawhatshouldldosincethe

problem isspiritual?*

Heanswers...

*Comecleanmakotiit'stheonlyway



out.*

Haacomecleanhe'scrazythisone.l

willmakeaplanhedoesn'tknow

Brandon.

Youknowwhatletmemovethe

weddingdateandpushittothis

monthweweresupposedtoget

marriedinthreemonthsbutnothe

morelwaitthemorelloseBrandon.

---



*Insert8*

*Leo*

I'm lookingoutthewindow.

WhatisBrandondoinghere?Isn'the

supposedtobewithDadatNdiweni's

place,Dadhadsaidtheyaresleeping

overthere.

FucklseeayoungversionofGugu

likeOMGshe'ssofuckensexyand

flawless.



Thewaylrushtoopenthedoor.

Brandon'sfaceistheonelseefirst

mnx.Heshouldjuststayathishouse

,whydidheevenbuyitwhenhe's

goingtobeheremostofthetime?

*Brandon*:hiebigbro

Sincewhendowegreeteachother?

Ijustnodmyheadheshouldmove

outofthewayawanttoseeGugu



junior.

Finallyhedoes,howcomehe'sthe

onewhocamewiththem .

*Gugu*:lhopeI'm notlate

She'ssodedicated,lrealisedone

thingshe'sreallybrightandshe'sa

fastlearnerlwonderwhathappened

toherstudies.

Ishouldgettimeandteachhera

thingortwoaboutbusiness,maybe



shemightopenherownthinglmight

investinher.

*Me*:hieGugujuniorI'm Leo

Lordlswearlsawherblush.

Gugulaughs.

*Gugu*:Gugujuniorlikereally?

*Me*:youguyslookalike.



Theybothsmile,damnshe's

beautiful.

*Gugu*:theworkI'm supposedtodo?

*Me*:rightit'sinmyofficecomewith

me.

Brandonfollowsiswhereishegoing?

Ishowhertheworkshehastodo

andshegetsitwhatdidltellyou.l

sawitwhenwewereatthemarket

placethatthatwasn'therdestinyand



I'm gladI'm helpingheroutasshe's

helpingmeout.

BrandonisjuststandinghereasI'm

showingGuguwhattodo.lwonder

whathisproblem is.

*Me*:lwillleaveyoutoityoucan

handleitright?

Shenodsalreadyshe'sbehindthe

desk,poweringonthelaptop.

She'slookingaroundthesitting.



*Me*:niceplaceright

Shejustnods.

Okayhowdowedothis.

*Me*:mymom hasgreattasteright?

Shesmiles.

*Me*:sowhat'sthebeautifullady's

name?



*G.junior*:whichone

Sheasksblushing.

*Me*:you

She'slookingatthefloor.llifther

facewithmyfinger.

Whatdoyouknowsheputsherarms

aroundmyneck,standsonhertip

toesandkissesme.lkissherback

.Herlipsaresosoftjeez.



*Voice*:ehhmmm

Shit!

Weuntanglefrom eachother.Phew

it'smydad.lthoughtitwasBrandon

orGugu.WhatisBrandonstilldoing

atmyoffice?

Theshockthat'sonmydad'sfaceas

helooksatGugujunior.Heknowsl

likethem youngsowhyishethat

shocked.



*Dad*:ummmhhie

*G.junior*:salibonani

*Dad*:hiewhat'syourname.

*G.junior*:Sipho

Ohthat'shername.Nicename.She's

mygift.

*Dad*:ohokay



Whyishesweatingsomuch.

*Me*:dadareyouokay?

Hejustnodsandwalksaway.

Whydoeseveryonedothattome.l

askaquestiontheyjustnod.

Sipholooksatmeandsmiles.llike

herconfidence.I'm goingtokeepher

aroundforawhile.



*Nkosilathi*

Don'tpanic,calm down,breath

,breathbreath.That'swhatlkeep

tellingmyself.Butitseemsnottobe

working.

Iswearthatkidatthedinningmust

beBrandon'ssister.Shereminded

meoftwentyeightyearsago.

IwonderwhereLeogother.lwill

havetobuyhim anapartmentcausel

can'ttellhim tostopfuckingher

knowingLeohewon't,hewillfinda



waytosneakherinandthenlwill

havetorunintohereveryotherday

.Anapartmentisanamazingidea.l

won'thavetoseehereveragain.

Idrinksomewatertocalm myself

downjeezonthisrateImightdieofa

heartattackletmetakeachillpillnje

andrelax.

*Gugu*

Helookssolost.I'm donewiththe

workLeogavemeandhewasjust

standingtherethewholetimelooking



aslostasldon'tknow.

Istandupandgivehim ahug.

Hehugsmebackandholdstightly

untome.

Okaywhateverisbotheringhim must

betoodeep.

*Him*:itdoesn'tmakesensewhatl

wasseeing,dadwasn'tevenseeingit

.ltwascreepylikewhatkindofa

personishe.Thesearethingsyou



seeinmoviesorreadinnovels,notin

reallifelikethis.I'm wonderingjust

wonderinghowdadcouldn'tseeall

that.

*Me*:it'sgoingtobeokay,youwill

figureitoutjusttakeitonedayata

time.Besoberandfocusedyouwill

findasolutionlpromiseyou.

Idon'tevenknowwhathe'stalking

aboutneitherdoesitmakesensebut

lhopehefiguresitoutbecausehe'sa

nicemanreally,evenLeo.Janet

reallydidraisehersonswell.She



deservesanaward.

Iuntanglefrom him ,thatisenough

huggingforaday,mybabyandlneed

togobackhomeandcookour

supper,shehastoprepareforschool

.

Iwillletherfinishoffthisteam then

wedecidewithherdadwhattodo

abouther.Whenltoldhim what

happenedlastnight,lheardhim cry

,likehewasliterallycryingoverthe

phone.Hereallydoeslovehis

daughter.



*Mihle*

I'm shoppingwithfuturemother

inlaw.Shewantsanewsetof

couchesforherlounge.ldon'tknow

whyshedidn'tusetheinternet.

Butthisisperfectlhopemyplan

works.

*Janet*:whatdoyouthinkofthisone

makoti.



Sheaskspointingatasetwithher

longfingerwhichhasbeautiful

manicurenails.

*Me*:it'sbeautiful.

Shemovesandgolooksatother

options.

Thisisit.Onetwothreego.

*Me*:ahhhhhh

Iscream holdingmystomach.lpinch



thelittlepacketthatlhavehiddenin

mytrousers.lpurposelyworeawhite

skinjeanforthis.

Thechickenbloodstartsflowing

downmythighs.

*Janet*:(shouting)getoutoftheway

she'spregnantcan'tyouseeshe's

losingthebaby.

---



*insert9*

*Mihle*

*Me*:mamaloooooo!

Peoplearejuststaringatmesome

areeventakingvideos,what'swrong

withthem ?

Butnoothisisworkingtomy

advantage,theyshouldtaketheir

timesothatllose"thebaby".

Janetrushestome.



Sheholdsmyshoulder.

*Janet*:babybreathpleasebreath

theambulancewillbeheresoon.

*Me*:lwanttogotoKrudeshospital

that'swheremydocis.

*Janet*:okaybabetheywilltakeus

there.

She'ssuchanicewomanreally

.lmaginegettingalongwithyour

motherinlawtothat'seveywoman's



dream .

Theambulancecomesandtheytake

metoKrudes.I'm cryingand

pretendingtobeinsomuchpain.

Theyrushmetoawardandtheycall

Aneliswamydocfriend.She'slikea

sistertome.Wegrewuptogether.

*Janet*

Ihopeshedoesn'tlosethebaby

otherwiselwon'tbeabletoforgive



myself.Whatwaslthinking,it's

blazinghotandltookapregnant

womanshopping,wehavebeen

goingfrom oneshoptoanother,she

didn'tsayanythingaboutbeingtired

orsomethingbutlmusthaveknown

better.

Forthefirsttimeinmylifelpray.l

hopemyMakerhearsme.

Thedoctorcomeslstandup.

*Me*:howarethey?



*Doc*:Mihleisfinewesedatedher

sheneedsrest.

*Me*:andthebaby.

Sheshakesherhead.

*Doc*:unfortunatelywelostit,I'm so

sorry.

Ohnoohno.Thiscan'tbehappening

.Ican'tbelieveljustlostmyfirst

grandchild.lwassolookingforward



toraisingit.lfeelmyheartshattering

lshouldhaveknownbetterlshould

havedonesomething.

Thedoctorleavesmetherewiththe

waterworksdoingtheirjob.lhaveto

tellthefamiliesdamnthisisgoingto

besosohard.

*Sipho*

I'm tiredI'm from school.Jeezit'sso

hot.lmakemyselfsomethingtoeat.



Ican'tstopthinkingaboutthatLeo

hunklikeOMGhe'ssosohot.

Ican'tbelievehisdadsawusbut

neversaidanything,hejustaskedmy

name,lcanalreadyseemyselfasa

MrsNdiwenithatjusthasanicering

toit.

*Sbu*:lhopethatsmileismeantfor

me.

Whyonearthdidn'tlclosethedamn

door?



Istandupandgivehim ahug.

*Me*:daddy

Hegivesmethatsmile.Wellletme

makesomemoney,lknowmom isat

work.

Whatshedoesn'tknowwon'tkillher.

*Brandon*



Mymom isdoingallthecrying.My

dadlooksangry,lwonderwhohe's

angryatmiscarriageshappenevery

otherday.

Mihleisnumbshe'sjustsittingon

herhospitalbedstaringatnothing

butyoucanseethehurtonherface.

Idon'tknowhowI'm feeling.Likel

didn'twanttoherkidswithMihlebut

shewaspregnantwithmybabyandl

wasldon'tknoweishmaybegetting

usedtothefactthatverysoonlwas

goingtobeafather.



Leopatsmyshoulder.Whendidhe

gethere.

*Leo*:youareadickandallbutyou

don'tdeservethislittlebroI'm so

sorrylreallyam lwassoreadytobe

ababomdala(uncle)spoilingthat

babyrotten.

Mymom criessomemorelcan'tdo

thislhonestlycan't.lgetoutofthe

room .



IfindmyselfcallingGugu,she

answers.

*Gugu*:lheardaboutthebaby,how

areyou,howareyoutakingit.

*Me*:canlseeyou

Shedoesn'tsayanythingbuttheline

isstillconnected.

*Me*:ljustwantsomeonetotalkto

someonewho'snotinvolvedintothis

mess,lmeanwho'snotaffectedbyit



.lhopeyougetwhatI'm saying.

*Gugu*:okayhow'ssixI'm atwork.

*Me*:cool

Shedropsthecallthere'sjust

somethingaboutherthatmakesme

feelatpeacewhenwearetogether.

I'm sureweweremeanttobe.

*Nkosilathi*



ThisMihlechickltoldhertocome

cleanandwhatdoesshedoshe

fakesamiscarriage,asmuchasl

wantedthem togetmarriedshetook

meittoofarnowmyfamilyishurt

,mywifeissoheartbrokenitwhile

takeawhileforhertogetoverthis

.Babythingsareasensitivetopicto

her.

MnxshetookittoofarevenLeois

affectedLeooutofeveryone.

BrandonisnowheretobeseenI'm

startingtogetworriedabouthim l

stillhaven'tspokentohim aboutthe

dramahedidatNdiweni'splace.



---

*lNSERT10*

*Gugu*

Wearesilentlywalkingdownthepark

.AmazingI'm comfortablearound

him likeI'm relaxednje,allmystress

myproblemstheyjustseem to

disappear.Weirdright?



*Brandon*:whatareyouthinking

about?

*Me*:nothing

Heraiseshiseyebrow.

*Brandon*:howisthatpossible?

*Me*:ldon'tknowitsjusthappening

nje.

Hechuckles.



*Me*:whatareyouthinkingabout.

Helooksatme.

*Him*:youwillthinkI'm crazyifltell

youGugu.

Irealizedonethinghim andhis

brotherlikecallingmebymyname.

*Me*:tryme.



*Him*:soumm whenltrythinking

aboutthebabyljustlostsomething

,likeit'savoicethatkeeps

whisperingtome

Hekeepsquiet.llethim belmean

I'm notrushingtoanywhereSipho

cantakecareofherself.

Wesitdowninoneofthebenches

here.Hestillisn'tsayinganything.

*Leo*



Okaysothisbabythinghitmum real

bad.Shecalledsomenyangato

comedosomecleaningritualsatour

house,shesaidshe'schasingaway

evilspirits.Aiilthinkshe'sjust

overreactinglmeanweareallhurt

butshe'stakingittoofar.

Ican'tgetholdofBrandon.

LetmecallGugulhopeshe'sdone

withalltheworklgaveher.With

Brandondistractedlikethisthisismy

chancetostepupmygameproveto

dadthatlcanbearesponsible



someone.

*Brandon*:hello

WhatishedoingwithGugu'sphone?

Iwonder,istheresomethinggoingon

betweenthem ?

Idropthecall,hecallsbackldon't

answer.

WellifGuguiswithBrandonthat

meansSiphoisonherown.Letme

contacther,lwillusehertorelieveall



mystresses.

*Brandon*

Shehasfallenasleeponmyshoulder

.ldon'tseemyselfdrivingtoher

placeoranywhereelse.

Luckilythere'sahotelroom nearby.

Shitit'salmostfulltheyonlygotone

room available.ItwillhavetodoI'm

justtoodrained,Ididn'tsleeplast

nightlkeptdreamingofNdiweni's



things.

Icarrytothehotelroom .lputheron

thebedremovehershoesandpull

theblanketsoverher.Damnshe'sso

beautiful.

Itakeafewsnapsofher.Thenl

undress,Igetintotheblanketsinmy

briefs.Ihopelgetsomesleeptonight

.Hopefullytomorrowwillbeabetter

day.

*Mihle*



NoonecangetholdofBrandon,I'm

beingkeptovernightinthehospital

causethedoctorswantto"monitor"

myhealth.Myparentsdidn'teven

come.laskedmymum whyshe

repliedandsaidit'snotlikelwas

reallypregnantsowhyshouldshe

botheraboutputtingonashowfor

theNdiwenis.

Lieslknowshedidn'twanttocome

causeofJanetshe'sbitterthat

NkosilathileftherforJanetandthe

publicduringthefirstdaysoftheir



relationshipwouldmakefunofmum

sayingnastythingssomewouldeven

sayJanetismorebeautiful,she's

moreclassy,she'shumblestufflike

that.Sosheneverreallylikedher.

I'm sureshedidn'teventellDad,

knowinghim hewillbeherefussing

overme.Butcomethinkofitthat's

goodcausemydadwouldhavebeen

demandingnumerousteststobe

donethenmylieswouldcometo

light.

ItryBrandon'sphoneagaindololo



straighttovoicemail,howcouldhe

dothistome,hissupposedtobe

heresupportingme.Weshouldbe

mourningour"baby"together.

It'sacrazyideabutljusttakemy

phonetypeonGoogle,Brandon

Ndiweni'srecentpictures.He'sawell

knownbusinessmanmaybe

someonesnappedone.

Whatdoyouknowthereapictureof

him carryingthatGugugranny.lhate

thatwoman.Guesswhathiswearing

today'sclothesandshelookslike



she'ssleeping.lwillhaveto

dischargemyselfandgooverthere

thatlookslikeAllJoyHotel.I'm

definitelygoingovertheretonight

mnxlwon'tloseBrandontoagranny

ahhovermydeadbody.

---

*Mihle*

Aneliswaletmego.Ihavehiredacar



I'm drivinglikeamadwomantothat

hotel.Brandoncan'tdomelikethis

likehecan't.

Iaskthegirlatthefrontdeskfor

Brandon'sroom number.Shetellsme

heain'thereevenifhewas,she

wouldn'ttellme.lputsomemoney

ontopofthedeskdon'taskme

wherelgotitlgotmyways.

Hereyeslightupandshegivesme

theroom number,302.

I'm atthelanding,298,300,301



,303,304andthenumberscontinue

whereonearthis302.

Igobacktothatgirlandshe

confirmsthatthenumberis302how

it'snotonitslanding.I'm notina

rush.

Ilookfortheroom ,twohourslater

I'm stillhereandnoluckhowcanthis

behappeninghowcanabooked

room justdisappearinahotelhowis

itevenpossible.lcan'tevengoask

againatthefrontdesklhave

embrassedmyselfenough.Iwilljust



gobacktothehospitalsothatthe

Ndiwenisfindmetheretomorrow.As

forthatGugugrannyshehasn'tseen

thelastofmeI'm goingtofixherup

bythetimeI'm donewithhershewill

cursethedayshemetBrandonmnx

sheshouldplaywithheragemates.

*Nkosilathi*

Ihadtodrugherforhertogetsome

sleep.Mihleissuchadevilyazillove

moneybutllovemysonmorelwon't

lethim marrysuchanevilperson.l

willjusthavetofindawayofgetting



thoseshares.

Ican'tsleepletmegogetaglassof

water.

Isither?Whatisshedoinghere?I

feelmychestclosingindoesshe

knowmyfacedidsheseeit?Whatif

shehadbeenlookingformeget

wholelifesothatshegetsjustice.

*Sipho*:babapleasebreathshouldl

callanambulance.



Ohit'sthedaughterforamomentl

thoughtitwasher.Shehelpsme

standproperly,lwasleaningagainst

thecounterforbalance.

*Sipho*:Areyouokay?

Whatisshedoinghereatthistime?

*Me*:Iwillbegoodthanks.

*Sipho*:shouldlpouryousome

water.



Canyougetoutofmyhouse.

Ishakemyheadnogetshegetoutof

thekitchenalready.

*Sipho*:okaygoodnightbaba.

Finallyshe'sleaving.

Heehbaba,doessheseeherself

marryingintothisfamily.

Idon'tknowhowshemissesherstep

butlcatchher.Greatthisisexactly

themomentLeohadtoenterthe



kitchenwithhisgirlinmyarms.

*Leo*:wowthislookscosy!!

*Me*:sonnylistenshefellokayl

caughtherwecanevengocheckon

theCCTVs.

Whyam Iexplainingmyselftohim?

HejusttakestheSiphochickwith

him .



Ihavetogetthatapartmentlcan'tdo

thiswiththem .

*Brandon*

Shehasherheadonmychest.Do

askmehowwegotonthatpositionl

don'tknowitjusthappened.

I'm watchinghersleeplwonderwhen

shewillwakeupit'saroundsixam .l

don'twaitforlongsheopensher

eyes.



Atfirstshedoesnothingshejust

continueslyingofmychestthen

suddenlyshejumpsoutofbed.

Shelooksatmewithshockwritten

onherface.

*Gugu*:thiswasn'tsupposedto

happen.

shesayspointingatmethenat

herself.

Iwanttolaughshelooksfunnywhen



she'soverreacting.

*Me*:it'sokaywedidn'thavesexif

that'swhatyouareworriedabout.

Shethenlooksatherselfandsees

thatshe'sfullyclothed.

Sherelaxsjustalittleandsitsonthe

bed.

Sheloudlyexhales.

*Gugu*:Mydaughterisalone.



DamnI'm suchadickwhydidn'tl

thinkofthat.lgetmycarkeyslwill

driveher.

*Me*:lwilldriveyouhomebutletme

takeapissfirstokay?

ShenodsbythetimeI'm backinthe

room lseealittlenote.

*Ihadtorusham worriedabouther*

ShitI'm suchanassholehowcouldl



forgetaboutSipho.

Letmejustgohome.Ibumpinto

Mihleatthehotellobbywhatisshe

doinghere.

*Me*:babe?

*Her*:whereisshe?

Who?

*Me*:let'sgohome.



*Mihle*:areyouignoringme.

*Me*:that'scauseldon'tknowwhat

youaretalkingabout.

Shetakesoutherphoneandtypes

something.

*Mihle*:thenexplainthis.

Therearepicturesofmeinthenet

.Butldon'tknowwhatshewantsme

toexplainlikeduhobviouslyI'm inthe



netlhavemadeitinlife.

*Me*:explainwhymypicturesareon

thenet?

Shelooksatherphone.

*Mihle*:butitwasrighttherelikethe

pictureofyouand...

Ithinkthismiscarriagehasdone

somethingtoherbrain.

*Mihle*:youwerewithGuguinroom



302.

IwaswithGugubutnotinthatroom

,howdidsheknowwecamehere

though.

*Attendant*:canlhelpyouguys.

*Mihle*:yespleasecallBelinda

Maphosaformesheworksatthe

frontdeskshewastheoneattending

tomelastnight.

Theattendantlooksatherasifshe's



crazy.

*Mihle*:don'tyouhavestuffpictures

onsomewallorsomething.

Hedoesn'tanswerusheleadsusto

aroom .

*Mihle*:thisisher

How,thisisayoungpictureofmy

dad'smom ,BelindaMaphosamy

grandma,ldidn'tknowsheonce

workedhere.



*Attendant*:ma'am thiswomanis

late.lthinkyouaremistaken.

Ican'tplacethelookthat'sonMihle's

face.

Ihugher.

*Me*:babeyouarejuststressed

okay,comedown,sorryljust

disappearedlwasdealingwiththis

thewaylsawfit,ldidn'twanttobe

aroundpeople.



Ican'texplainitit'ssomevoicesin

myheadthataretellingmenotto

botheraboutmourningmybaby

causeitwasn'tthereinthefirstplace

.Weirdright?

Wegotothecaranddrivetomy

place.Wewheregoingtogotomy

parentshousebutnolknowmom

won'tbeokay.lcan'tdealwithtwo

cryingwomen.

*Gugu*



Wearriveatthesametimeathome

she'sinhertracksuits.

*Me*:andwhereareyoucoming

from?

*Sipho*:running,lthoughtwhynot

startrunningtokeepfit.

Shedoeslooklikesomeonefrom

runningIguessI'm overreactingbut

it'sallherfaultlmeanshe'stheone

whobroughtaguyhomesoformeto



trustheragainit'shard.

Ben'swifehasdrivenherewhatdoes

shewant?

*Me*:Nomsa

Shesadlysmiles.

*Nomsa*:Gugu

Wegetintothehousewithher.lgive

herabuckettositon.lmustbuy

chairs.



*Nomsa*:sorrytobotheryouthis

earlyinthemorning,it'sjustthatthis

couldn'twait.

*Me*:lhopeeverythingisfine.

*Sipho*:isdadokay?

Shesadlyshakesherheadnowith

tearsstreamingdownherface.

*Nomsa*:hiskidneyproblem justgot

worsehe'shospitalized.Theyhaveto



removetheonlyhe'sleftwith.

Benhasakidneyproblem ,thisis

newstome.

*Nomsa*:wecan'tfindamatchand

timeisrunningout.

OhmyGodthiscan'tbehappening.

*Sipho*:Iwillgivehim mine.

*Me*:Nooooo!



Nomsalooksatme,what?Thisis

mydaughterwearetalkingabout

she'sjustthirteen.

*Nomsa*:pleasethere'snoharm in

testingifshe'samatchornot,she

mightnotbeamatchliketherestof

us.

Siphogoestoherroom tochange

,it'slikehermindismadeup.Don't

callmeevilbutlhopeshe'snota

match,lcan'thavemydaughterlive

withonekidneywhoknowswhat



mighthappentoherinthenear

future,whatifsheneedsityearslater?

---

*INSERT11*

*Gugu*

Wearriveatthehospital.Wefirstgo

seeBenhe'sreallybadlikelfeelfor

him .lwonderwhytheyhidthe

sicknessfrom us.



Siphoisamess.She'scryingsobadl

feelmyheartgoingouttoher.

*Ben*:shhhbabyit'sgoingtobeokay

,ldidn'ttellyoucauselknowhow

emotionalyouare.

*Sipho*:don'tworrydaddyI'm going

todothetestsandseeifI'm amatch.

*Ben*:thankyoubabylhopeyouare

I'm notyetreadytodie.



*Sipho*:lalsodon'twanttoloseyou

daddy.

IseeNomsawipinghertearsthisis

sosad,butlhopeshewon'tbea

matchcauseknowingSiphoifsheis

shewilldonate.

Thenursetakesherawaytothetest

.ThisismesittingwithNomsainthe

waitingroom .lhavenothingagainst

herreallyit'sjustawkward,thisisthe

womanthatendedmymarriage

knowingverywellthattheguyshe

wasdatingwasmarried.



Igetamessagefrom Brandon.

*Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwith

me,butlhavethisstrongfeelingl

don'tknowwhatitisneithercanl

explainit,butdon'tletSiphodonate,l

hopeyouunderstandwhatI'm talking

aboutcauseminaldon'tknowwhat

I'm talkingabout,ifitdoesn'tmake

sensetoyouit'sokayyoucanjust

ignorethismessage*

Geezokaylwillmakesureshe

doesn'tdonateeveniftheresults



becamepositive.

*Me*:Nomsahowlongdothese

teststakeit'sbeenthreehoursand

nooneistellingusanything.

*Nomsa*:haalwouldlieldon'tknow

howlongtheyaresupposedtotake

butlet'sbepatientI'm suretheywill

comeinform ussoon.

It'snotuntilafteranotherhourthat

weareapproachedbyadoctor.



*Me*:whereismydaughterldon't

wanthertodonate.

*Doc*:ma'am ummhl....

*Me*:youwhat?

*Nomsa*:howismyhusband?

WTF?SoisshesayingthatwhatI'm

askingit'sirrelevant.

*Doc*:thesurgerywasasuccess

he'srespondingwelltothekidney.



Shesmiles

*Nomsa*:thankyousosomuch.

Ican'tbelievethislaskedaquestion

andI'm beingignored.

*Me*:laskedaboutmydaughter

,whereisshe?

*Doc*:I'm sosorrybutshedidn't

makeit.



Whyishesorryiftheresultscame

backnegative,lmeandidn'thejust

saythatBenisokay.

*Nomsa*:youmeanshediedonthe

table?

Whatisshetalkingabout?

*Doc*:yesI'm sorrybutwecame

acrosssomedifficultiesduringthe

surgery.Excusemelgotsomeother

patientstoattendto.



Cansomeonepleaseexplaintome

what'sgoingon.

*Nomsa*:I'm sosorryyoulostyour

daughtershewassuchagoodgirl.

Lostherlfeeltearsblindingmyeyes

.Whatisshesaying?

*Me*:Nomsapleaseexplaintome

whatthisisabout.

*Nomsa*:babeisn'tyourdaughter

wantedtodonateherkidneyso



beforeshewenttotestBensigned

theforms,sothatwhenshewasa

matchtheydon'twasteanytimethey

dothesurgery.Don'tbetoohurtl

meanshewantedtogiveherdadthe

kidneyit'sapityshehadtodie

thoughbutdon'tworryyounotthat

oldyoucanstillhavesomemore

babiesyoumightbeluckyandgeta

girl.Let'sgoseeBenweshouldthrow

him awelcomebackhomepartyyou

knowinviteDJFlexbuysomemeat

andlotsofalcohol.Youcaninvite

yourfriendstoo....

Ileaveherstandingthere.lcan't



believellostSipholikethisfeelsso

unreal,itmustbeadream it's

definitelyadream lknowwhenl

wakeupSiphowillbewelland

healthy.

*Janet*

TosayI'm shockedwouldbean

understatementandtothinkthatl

wastedmytearsfornothingtothink

thatlwasblamingmyselffornothing

howcouldMihledothistous.

I'm atanyanga'splacelwasherefor



aconsultation,lwantedtoknowwhat

lhadtodotomakesurethatmy

grandchildspiritissafethatitwon't

cometohauntusphelalhaveheard

suchstories.

OnlytofindoutthatMihlewasn't

pregnantatall.Whatkindof

wickednessisthis.Tothinkshewas

justwatchingmecryfornothing

.Manjeshehasn'tseenthelastof

me,thereisnowherethatweddingis

happeningovermydeadbodyshame

.



--

*Brandon*

*Me*:anotherone

Thebarmangivesmealook.Whyis

helookingatmeheshouldjustdo

hisjobandpourmeanotherone.



*Barman*:sirlthinkyouhavehad

enough.

*Me*:anotherone.

Hepoursmeanotherone.lain't

drunknotyet,ljustdon'tknowwhat's

goingonwithmearoundfourthis

afternoonlfeltmyheartbreakinginto

piecesandmyspiritfallingdownto

thepitofmystomach.

Isn'tthatGuguwahtisshedoinghere

?



*Me*:Gugu

Sheturnsandcomestomytable.

*Gugu*:nexttimeyoushouldbe

morespecific.

*Me*:Gugu

Iwhisper

Herlipsaretrembling.Hereyesare

sored.



Iembraceher.

*Me*:l.....ldidn'tknowokaywhatit

meantlike.....

Ialsobreakdown.lfyouhadtoldme

beforethisthatlwouldbecryingin

frontofawomanlwouldlaughat

yourface.ButGuguisnotjustany

otherwoman,lloveherlloveherso

muchlfeellikelhaveknownhermy

wholelife.



*Gugu*:lfeellikeit'sadream lwant

towakeupfrom it,she'smywhole

lifelcan'tleavewithouther,whatwill

bethepointwhatwillbethepurpose.

*Me*:shhhhhit'sgoingtobeokay.

*Gugu*:nonowhenhuh?Whenisit

goingtobeokay?Ithoughtthiswas

it,thiswaswhenwemakeitinlife,l

thoughtourliveswouldonlyget

better.

*Me*:lknow



Sheshakesherheadwipinghertears

withherhandandsniffing.

*Gugu*:whyaremykidsalways

beingtakenawayam lthatbadasa

motherdon'tldeservetobeamother

,am lsuchaterriblepersonthatl

don'tdeservesomehappinessinmy

lifehuh?

Thisissosad,amazingpartlfeel

herpainldidn'tevenknowSipholike

weneverevenhadaoneonone

conversationbutthepainI'm feeling



it'ssosevereit'slikellostapiece,a

partofmehow?Isitcauselwas

supposedtobeherstepfather?

Thisisussittingonthebarlateat

nightmourningadearpersontous

.Deathbenotproud.

*Mihle*

Janetcomesinwithoutknocking

,okayshelooksangryherfaceisa

littlepinkish.lwonderwhatthe

problem is?



*Me*:mah

*Janet*:whyareyoustillhere?

Whatdoesshemean?

*Me*:mah?

*Janet*:youandBrandonarenot

marriedyet,wehaven'tevenpaidfor

yourlobolasobasicallyyouarea

girlfriend.



*Me*:mahBrandonandlare

engaged,I'm hisfiancenotgirlfriend.

*Janet*:youareengaged(sheclaps

once)dearaslongasthelobolais

notpaidyouarenothingofoursso

mayyoupleaserespectourculture

andgetoutofmyhouseanddon't

eventhinkaboutgoingtoBrandon's

houselalreadytoldthestuffnotto

letyouin.

What?Howcanshekickmeout.l

usedtosleepoverherebeforewe

evengotengagedwithBrandonwhat



haschangednow?Iknowthere's

moretothisbutwhatisit?

IsitpossiblethatNkosilathitalked

butwhatarethechances?

HereIam pickingupmystufffrom

theyardJanetthrewitoutsidewhenl

wasn'tshowinganactionofleaving

theirhouse.Whatdoyouknowshe

wentintoherson'sclosetpackedmy

stuffformeandthrewitoutside

Nowwhat?Myfutureparentsinlaw

arenolongerteam Mihle.Howdol



getBrandontoloveme?Iwillhave

tofigureitout,he'smineweare

meanttobe.lwillwedwithhim even

ifit'sthelastthingldo.

*Ben*

*Me*:yousaidwhat?

*Nomsa*:shedidn'tmakeit.

Sherollshereyes.

*Me*:andI'm beingtoldnowafterl



askyouaboutit.

Sheturnsandlookstheotherside

.Shesneakedintomyhospitalroom l

willbedischargedsoon.

*Me*:whatwaslthinkinglshouldn't

havelethergothroughitlcan't

believellistenedtoyouwhenyou

saidthatlshouldsignthoseforms

beforeshewenttodothetests.

Sheignoresmelikeshedoesn'tcare

thatljustlostmydaughtertosave

mylifethisisallwrong,lshouldhave



justwaitedforadonororlshould

havejustdied.lwonderhowGuguis

takingit.OhLordwhythoughwhy!!!!!

Shewassuchalovelysoulyesshe

madesomemistakessometimesbut

shewasjustbeingakid.Ican't

believellostmyfirstbornbaby.The

planslhadforher.lcan'tbelievel

won'tseehergraduate,walkher

downtheaisle,seeherhaveherfirst

jobfirstbaby.There'ssomuchwe

neverdidtogetherljustwishthatl

hadbeenabetterfather.Maybejust

maybeshewouldstillbehere.

Ihearthemachinesbeeping,theway



Nomsasprintstocallsomeone,my

chestisclosingin.MaybeI'm

thinkingtoomuch.

Shecomesinwithanurseandlsee

herinjectingsomethingintomydrip.l

feelmyeyelidsgettingheavierthen

lightsout.

*lNSERT12*

*Nomsa*



I'm nowscaredofanswering

unknowncallslkeepblockingthat

doctor'scallsbuthealwaysfindsa

waytocallmeagainandagainIhave

evenchangedmynumberbuthe

keepscalling.

*Ben*:Forgoodnesssakewoman

answeryourdamnphone!!

ThingshavechangedbetweenBen

andl.He'ssocoldtowardsme.Ever

sinceSipho'sfuneralhe'sbeenlike

this.



Idon'tknowhowhermotherpulledit

off.Shegaveheraverydignified

funeral.Thinawedidn'tcontribution

anything,lrefusedwecan'tbe

spendingmoneytoburyadeadchild

whenwehavethreekidswhoare

alive.

AmazingthingtheNdiwenibrothers

werethere.Howdotheyevenknow

Gugu.She'sjustanobodynje.But

hmm theylookedreallysexyinthose

blacksuits,especiallytheonethey

callBrandon.Whatshockedmewas

thewaytheylookedhurtandall

whichmeanstheyknewSiphobut



how,thatlmustfindout.Gugucan't

beplayingwiththebigboyswhileI'm

busywithBentheungratefulsonofa

bitch.Likehe'salivecauseofthebut

he'streatingmeliketrash.

*Me*:hello

*Doc*:mymoneyit'sbeenthree

weeks.

He'scrazyhe'snotgettingacent

from me.Yeshedidthejobwell

,madeitlooklikeSipho'sdeathatthe

tablewasamistake.Butheain't



gettingacentfrom me.

*Me*:youshouldstopcallingmeand

justgetitinthatbigheadofyours

thatyouarenotgettingacentfrom

me.

Helaughs.

*Him*:Nomsayoudon'twanttoplay

thatgame,lhaveallyourphone

recordslwillgetyouarrested.lknow

wewillgodowntogetherbutsincel

wouldhavegonewiththeevidence

thecopperswillmakesurelgeta



lightsentence.

It'smyturntolaugh.

*Me*:ofcoursetheywill,butthink

aboutit,I'm justanormalperson

oncelgetoutlcanfindajob,butyou

myfriendareadoctoryourlicense

willbetakenfrom you,nohospital

willtouchyouandyouwillmakethe

headlines*doctorgetsarrestedfor

killingapatientonthetable*.

Hedropsthecallonme.Mnxhe

thoughthewouldgetmoneyfrom me



.

*Leo*

She'slookingasbeautifulasshehas

alwaysbeen,herdressissosowhite

I'veneverseensuchawhitedress

before.She'sgottearsstreaming

downherface.

*Me*:Sipho?

Shelooksatmeatfirstshedoesn't

recognizemeassoonasshedoes



shewails.

*Me*:Siphobabewhyareyoucrying.

I'm scaredoftouchingherwhatifshe

criessomemore.

*Sipho*:causeyouaremybrotherl

can'tbelievelsleptwithmybrother

that'ssowrongonmanylevelsI'm

disappointedinmyself.

*Me*:SiphoI'm notyourbrotherit's

impossiblelikecome-onstopcrying



okay.

Sheshakesherhead.

*Sipho*:youdon'tunderstand.

*Me*:thenmakeme

*Sipho*:lcan'tit'sfateithasto

happencauseofyourfather's

mistakes.

Hertearsarenowreddish,isshe

cryingblood.



*Sipho*:lwanttostopitbutthere's

nothinglcando.I'm notallowedto

messwithfatebutyoucando

somethingaboutitcausesomeone

mightgethurtjusttrytofigureitout.

Moretearsfallfrom herfaceltouch

herandshejustdisappears.

Iwakeuppantingfuckitfeltsorealit

feltlikeshewasrighthere.

Igotothebathroom toslashmyface



,theguythatstaresbackatmelooks

likehe'sfiveyearsolderthanme.

It'sbeenaroughthreeweeks.

Surprisingthinglneverknewlwas

thatintoSiphoherdeathhasreally

affectedmesomuch,ldon't

rememberthelasttimelwentout

withtheboys,thelasttimelbrought

aladyhome.Insteadlhavebeen

workingsomuchatthecompany,

Brandonisnotinrightspacedon't

evengetmestartedonGugushe'sa

walkingskeleton.



*Dad*:son

*Me*:bathroom !

Heopensthedoor.

Hetouchesmyshoulder.

*Dad*:I'vebeenwaitingforyouand

yourbrothertotellmewhat'sgoing

onlthoughtyouwouldtellmeon

yourownbutit'sbeenthreeweeks

,threeweeksyourmotherandlare

worried.



Ofcoursetheyare,I'm not

misbehavingandBrandonhasbeen

inhishousesincethefuneral,hehas

missedimportantmeetingsI'm the

oneattendingthem withMihle.

Speakingofhershe'sapaininthe

ass.Firstthingsheaskswhenshe

seesmeinthemorningit'sabout

Brandonlunderstandthathehas

blockedher.Heain'ttalkingtoher

,worsethingtheirweddingisintwo

weekstime.ldon'tthinkitwill

happen.

*Me*:yourememberSipho.



*Him*:y....e....s

What'swrongwithhim whyishe

suddenlyfidgetingandstammering.

*Me*:shedied.

*Him*:ohthankgoodness

Thewayhelookssorelieved.It'snot

untilhelooksatmethatherealises

whathejustsaid.



Icrockmyeyebrowathim .

*Him*:ummm emmm umm sonny....

listen....it's...notlikethatlikel

thought...youwouldsayyou

impregnatedher....shewassoyoung

....youcouldhavebeenarrested

....umm forumm...statutoryrape

cause....shewasummm....underage.

He'snotmakinganysensewhy

wouldhefeelrelievedthatSiphois

dead?Andmydadisastraighttalker

heneverstammerscometothinkof

iteverytimewewereinaroom with



Siphohelookedlikehewouldrather

besomewhereelsethanthere.What

didhehaveagainsther,shewasjust

akid.Theshocklwentthroughwhen

lheardshewasthirteenandherel

wasthinkingshewasseventeen.

*Dad*:sonyoudounderstandrightl

didn'tmeanitthatway,it'summm so

sadthatshepassedawaybuthowis

yourbrotheraffectedaboutitlmeanl

understandhowyouarehurtyou

werebangingher,butasforBrandon

,weretheyclose?



Whydidn'tlthinkofthatbutwhat

doesitmatter,theimportantthingis

thathe'smourningher.

*Mihle*

HeehBrandonisnotserious,his

securityguardisnotlettingmeinhis

house,I'm outsidehisgatemehis

fiance.

Itrycallinghim butmycallain'tgoing

through.Doesthisguyknowweare

gettingmarriedintwoweeks.



Sadthinglcan'ttalktohisparents

theyhaveghosted.

WellLeoain'tevenhelpful.Thatguy

neverlikedmefrom dayone.l

wonderwhathehasagainstme,Leo

isknownasaladiesman.

Thesmallgateopensandwhatdo

youknowit'sBrandon,he'swiththat

Gugugranny,am lseriouslylosing

mymantoagranny,whydidshenot

goforLeothatwouldhavebeen

betterphelaLeoisthirtythree.



Ijumponherbackandstartpunching

herandpullingherhair.I'm

screamingandcryinglloveBrandon

sosomuchldo.lhavealwaysdid

sincewewerekidswhenourfathers

wouldmetforfamilydinnerslunches

orwhatever.Youknowwiththem

beingpartnerswewerealways

aroundeachother,Brandon

toleratedme,hetalkedtome,asfor

Leohehatedmesincewewere

young.

Ifeelmyselfbeingroughlypushed



from herbacklfallflatonmybutt.

*Brandon*:kahlekahlewhatisyour

problem wemfazindini?

I'veneverseenBrandonsoangry

beforelikehehardlygetsangry,that

isLeo'sthingthatonehasanger

issues.

*Gugu*:Brandonnoleaveher.

Justonelookatherandhecalms

down.WTFisgoingonbetweenwith



thesetwo.

*Brandon*:zwana(listen)lwilltalkto

youwhenI'm backletmetakeawalk

withherokay.

Ijustnod,hedoesn'tevenhelpme

standup.Geezmybuttissoso

painful.



*lNSERT13*

*Brandon*

*Me*:I'm sosorryaboutthat,Mihleis

psycho.Areyouokay?

Shejustnods.

*Me*:Gugu...

*Gugu*:I'm okaywasjustsurprised

andshockedatthesametime.Butl

understandiflalsohadaboyfriend



withyourlookslwouldkillforyou.

Ismiledownather.

*Me*:andwhat'sstoppingyoufrom

havingaboyfriendofmylooks?

Shesmiles.AtleastthisMihledrama

ismakingussmileit'sbeenlong.

*Me*:lwanttobreakupwithherl

don'tthinkI'm readyformarriage.

*Gugu*:don'tletSipho'sdeathstop



youfrom beingwiththeloveofyour

life.

*Me*:I'm notsureifshe'stheone

youjustsawhowcrazysheis.

*Gugu*:thenwhydidyouproposeto

her?lmeanthatmusthavemeant

thatyouseeafuturewithheryou

wanttobuildahomewithher.

Hereyesarefullofloveasshelooks

atme.Ican'tbelieveshefeelsthe

samewayaboutme.



*Me*:thingschange.Alothas

changed.

Shetakesmyhandandholdsitand

somehowlwishsheneverletsgoof

it.lfeellikeshe'smyhome.

*Gugu*:justfollowyourheartitwill

neverleadyouastray.

Shesmiles.

*Gugu*:lwantedtothankyou,for



beingatmycorner.Beingmypillarof

strength.ldidn'tevenknowwhereto

startfrom butlwanttothankyoufor

givingmydaughteradignifiedfuneral

.

*Me*:it'snoproblem ,shedidsayl

washerdad.

*Gugu*:thatpieceofshitlwonder

howhesleepsatnightknowingthat

hekilledhisdaughter.

*Conducter*:townmasalu?



Gugunods.

*Gugu*:lwillcallyou.

*Me*:okaystaysafe.

Shenodsandgetsintothecombi.

Sheshouldlearnhowtodrivelcould

havegivenheracartodriveinstead

ofherusingpublictransport.

Ishouldgocheckontheoffice

tomorrow,it'stimelgetbacktothe



world.lhopelmanageit.Firstthings

firstlneedtogotoBen'shousethat's

whyldidn'tdriveGuguthere'ssome

thingsheneedstoexplain.

She'sstillwaitingformebythegate.

*Me*:Mihle

*Mihle*:babe

She'sgotdrytearsonherface.I'm

suchajerkI'm makingawomancry.



*Me*:listenbabe,I'm goingthrough

stuff.

*Mihle*:thenwhyareyoushutting

meout,letmeinlet'sdealwith

whateveryouaredealingwith

together.

*Me*:Gugulostherdaughter.

Sheputsherhandonhermouth.

*Mihle*:OMGldidn'tknowBrandonl

honestlydidn'tlthoughtthat....



*Me*:it'sokaysoyouseeI'm not

ignoringyouI'm alsodealingwithour

baby'sdeath.

Shegivesmeaconfusedlookbutit

onlylastsforananosecondthenit

disappears.

*Mihle*:yahbabeI'm sorrylwas

beingsoinsensitivelknowweall

dealwithdeathindifferentwaysbut

pleasealwaysknowthatI'm here

wheneveryouneedme.



*Me*:okaythanks,sothewedding...

*Mihle*:it'sintwoweekseverything

issetwenayouonlyjustneedto

appearnjethat'sall.

Ithoughtshewasgoingtopostpone

it,she'sinarushtogetmarried,what

am ldoingdidn'tljusttellGugulwas

breakingupwithMihle.

Shegivesmeatighthug.

*Her*:lmissyou.



Ikissherforehead.

*Me*:wegoingtogetpastthis.

I'm nowatBen'splacenotabad

housereally.ThankgoodnessMihle

hadanurgentmeetingshehadto

attendotherwisegettingridofher

wasgoingtobehard.

Iknockonthedoor.lt'snotabad

placereally.lwonderwhatkindofjob

Bendoes.



Hiswifeopensthedoorforme.The

smilethat'sonherface.I'm sure

she'soneofthosewomenwhorunto

opentheircurtainswhentheyheara

carparkintheiryard.

*Wife*:ifitain'tBrandonNdiweniin

flesh.

Ismileathersheblushes.

*Me*:isyourhusbandin?



Herfacefallsabit.

*Her*:yeshowcanheassistyou?

*Me*:canlatleastcomein?

*Her*:ofcoursewherearemy

manners.

Sheleadsmetoaloungeandcomes

backwithherhusbandwholookslike

hehasbeenhitbyatrain.

*Me*:NcubeI'm sorrytojustcome



unannounced.

*Ben*:it'snoproblem Ndiwenihow

canlhelpyou.

Idon'tlikebeingcalledNdiweniit

remindsmeofmydad'screepy

brother.

*Me*:canwetalkinprivate

Isaylookingathiswife.

Benstandsup,lsupposeI'm



supposedtofollowhim .

Hetakesmetoabedroom.

*Ben*:thisisprivateenough,don't

mindthelittlegirlishstuffinherit

was....

*Me*:Sipho'sroom .

Helooksatmewithhowdidyou

knowlookbutlwon'ttellhim .lcan

feelsomeofherenergyinher,

whateverthatmeanslthinklshould



seeatherapistorapsychiatrist

causesomethingisdefinitelywrong

withme.

*Me*:Ncubelonlygotonequestion

foryou.

*Ben*:okayNdiweniI'm listening.

*Me*:whereisSipho'sbody?

He'sgotaconfusedexpressionon

hisface,he'seithergoodatactingor

hereallydoesn'tknow.



*Ben*:weburiedSiphowhatdoyou

meanwhereisherbody.

*Me*:therewasnobodydoyou

rememberdoinganybodyviewing?

Heshakeshishead.Noonenoticed

thattherewasnobodynoteven

Gugu.

*Me*:nolwantyoutotellmehowit

justdisappearedfrom themortuary.



*Ben*:withallduerespectNdiwenil

thinkyouarecrossingthelinehere,l

knowlmesseduplknowI'm theone

whohastobesixfeetunderbutthis

....areyouimplyingthatlstolemy

baby'sbody....why....whyonearth

wouldldothat?

Suddenlytherearetearsinhiseyes

.MaybeI'm beinginsensitivebutl

wantanswershowdidSipho'sbody

justdisappear,thisisamysterywhy

wouldsomeonewanttostealher

body?



*Nkosilathi*

I'm atthecompanytodayjust

checkingoutthingswithBrandonnot

aroundI'm afraidthingsmightturn

upsidedown.

AmazinglyLeohaseverythingunder

control.

*Mihle*:baba

Ohit'sthispieceofshitlwonder

whatshewants.



*Me*:makoti

Idon'tevensmileatherwhatforshe

ain'tmyfriend.

*Mihle*:wegotthetenderwiththe

Brazilians.

*Me*:really?

*Mihle*:yestheylikedLeo's

presentation,andwegotthedeal.



Wowwowwow,that'sthegreatest

newslhavehadinawhile.

*Mihle*:soasacelebration,this

Fridaynight,everyemployeeofthis

companyisinvitedtoapartyI'm

goingtothrowrighthereandlmean

everyemployeeeventhecleanersthe

securityeveryone.

Ijustnoditsoundsgood,the

employeeshavetofeelappreciated

onceinawhile.

*Me*:okaydoit.



Shewalksawayherheelsclinching

onthetilesshereallyisgoodin

businessljustdon'tknowwhyshe

hadtobeapsycho.

*Nomsa*

I'm inacallwiththisseercalled

Ndiweni.

IguesstheNdiwenisurnameis

common.

*Me*:Makhosi,someoneislooking



forherbody.

*Ndiweni*:don'tworrywenaNomsa

mymuti(herbs)worksnoonewill

knowyouhadanythingtodowithit.

*Me*:andwhenwillthemoneystart

flowingin?

*Ndiweni*:soon,yourhusbandwill

getpromotedandyouNomsawill

havetofindsomethingtodotocover

upwhereyouwillbegettingthe

moneyfrom .



Thatsoundssogood.

*Me*:NgiyabongaMakhosi(thank

you)

Tomegettingrich.



*Sponsored*

*Insert14*

*Leo*

Ijustbargeintotheirbedroom .

*Mum*:andifyouhadfoundus

havingsex.

*Me*:ewwumum likereally.



*Mum*:it'stenpm Leowhatdoyou

want?

*Me*:totalk

Mum rollshereyes,dadisjustquiet.l

thinkhe'savoidingmethesedays.

*Mum*:whatisitabout?

Mum hasalwaysbeenlikethissince

wewerekids,whentheygotintothe

bedroom withDadtheydon'twantus

aroundatall.



*Me*:it'saboutBrandon.

Thatgetstheirattentionhe'sthe

goldenboyphela.

*Mum*:whatabouthim ?

*Me*:lthinkit'stimewelookedfor

hisparents.

Theshockontheirfaces.



*Dad*:whathasgottenintoyou?

*Me*:lthinkhedeservestoknow

whoheis,wherehecomesfrom ,his

roots.

Iflookscouldkilllwouldbesixfeet

underbynow.

*Dad*:that'snonsense!!!

*Me*:youdon'tunderstand.

*Dad*:getyourtinyassoutofherel



don'twanttohearaboutthis

nonsenseagain.Stayoutofour

business.

*Me*:iflwasinhisshoeslwould

wanttoknowaboutmyselflwould....

*Mum*:youain'tinhisshoessostay

outofit,wasthisyourplanallalong

heehpretendingtohavechangedso

thatyoutellusthisnonsenseof

yours.Getoutwewanttosleep.

Igolikel'vebeenthinkingaboutthat

dream lhadofSipho,itdoesn'tmake



sensehowam herbrother.levendid

someDNAtestsmyparentsaremy

realparentssohowarewesiblings?

*Gugu*

It'sFridayI'm donecleaningandall

,todayI'm goingtoworklhaveto

workwhetherllikeitornotljustfeel

soguiltycontinuingwithlifewithout

her.

OkaythisissurprisingLeoisbehind

hisdeskandhelookssoserious,l

didn'tknowheworereadingglasses



theymakehim looksexyand

educated.

*Me*:knockknock

Hestandsandgivesmeatighthug.

*Me*:lcan't....lcan'tbreath

*Leo*:ohI'm sorryit'sjustsogoodto

seeyouagain,howareyou?

*Me*:I'm takingitonedayatatime.



*Leo*:I'm sosorrythathadto

happentoyoushewasagoodkidno

cancelthatagreatonesheriskedher

lifeforherfather.

Idon'twanttotalkaboutitljustgive

him alittlesadsmile.

*Leo*:I'm sorryI'm beinginsensitive.

*Me*:it'sokay.Sohow'sbusiness?

Hefillsmein.Somethinghas



changedabouthim lcan'tplaceitbut

heseemstocare,hedidn'tgivea

damnuLeobutrightnowheseems

tobesomeonewhogivestwofucks

aboutthiscompany.

It'saroundtosixintheevening.

*Leo*:heydidyoubringyourevening

dress?

Eveningdress?

*Me*:umm nowhateveningdress.



Hecurses.

*Leo*:lforgottotellyou,there'sa

partyeveryoneandlmeaneveryone

shouldattendit'sacompany'sthing.

Howcantheyexpectmetoattend

afterwhathappenedtome.

Hecomestomytableandholdsmy

shoulders.

Helooksdeepintomyeyes.



*Leo*:lknowyouaregoingthrougha

lotyoudon'thavetoattendthewhole

party,justattendforthefirsthour

,theywillbeannnouncementsand

picturetakingtherealgrovewillstart

aroundmidnightwhentheelderly

haveleftyouknowwhatlmean,so

juststayfortheannouncementsand

thepicturesthenyoucanleave

noonewillstopyou.

*Brandon*:thislookscosy.

Whydoeshelookangry.



*Brandon*:reallyLeo?Thisisawork

placeyouknowthat,youhavetolead

byexamplebutyouarebusy

touchingtouchinginsteadofworking.

*Leo*:getoffmyhairdude.

Nextthinglknowpunchesareflying

aroundtheoffice.

Igetinbetweenthem .

*Me*:whatisthisabout?



*Leo*:you

Me?

Brandoncursesandwalksout.

Somehowwhenheishurtorinpainl

seem tofeelitandmyheartbreaksl

don'twantanythingbadtohappento

him .Butlwon'trunafterhim he's

crazythisisnothowheshouldsort

outissuesheshouldtalkaboutthem

likeanadult.



Imustsaylreallylookgoodallthose

eyebagsaregonemyskinisflawless

,Ialsofeelgood.

*Leo*:damnitjusthadtohugevery

damncurve,youlookbeautifulGugu

,lthinklshouldbuyyoumore

dresseslgotgoodtaste

*Me*:ohreally?

*Leo*:yepdidyouseeyourselfonthe

mirror?Iwantyoutomeetmydad.



*Me*:okaybutwhylikeanyspecific

reason?

Henods.

*Leo*:lthinkyougotpotentialtodo

greatthingsdadmighthelpyouwith

discoveringyourdream andalland

hewillbefinancingyou.He'sall

abouthelping.

*Me*:hesoundsamazing.

*Leo*:heisbutdon'ttellhim lsaid



thatnotthathewillbelieveyou

anyways.

Thewayllaugh,thenlrealiseit'sbeen

longsinceldidthat.

*Me*:let'sgo.

Wowthisisamazingit'slikelhave

enteredanotherbuildingaltogether

.Thereissoftmusicplayingonthe

backgroundandpeoplearejust

chilledandtalkingtoeachother.l

realisethatthere'snooutsiderit's

justthecompany'speople.



*Leo*:thereheis.Ndiweni!

Hesayswavinghishand.

Heturnstofaceus,onemomenthe

wasstandingrighttheretheotherhe

wasonthefloor.

*Someone*:calltheambulancel

thinkhe'shavingaheartattack.

LeoandBrandonarealreadybytheir

dad'ssideldon'tknowwhattodo.l



canleavebutthesemenhave

supportedmethroughmydarkest

hourslshoulddothesameforthem .

Fiveminuteslateranambulance

comestotakehim ,thatwassofast

isitcausewhentheycalleditthey

tolditwhowasdowncause

sometimesyoumightwaitforthirty

minuteswithnoambulance.

*Me*:Brandon

*Brandon*:gohomewilltalktoyou

later.



Thebrothersrunaftertheirfather,no

mattertheirdifferencesevenifthey

fightalotonethinglhaverealized

aboutisthattheyloveeachother.

*Nomsa*

Bencomesinwithahugeasssmile

onhisface.He'sevenwhistlinga

tune.

Hemakesmestandupfrom the

couchandspinsaround.



*Me*:okaywhatsupsomeoneisina

goodmood.

Hekissesmeallovermyface.

*Ben*:babeafteralltheseyears

StevenandSteelsfinallyrealisemy

worththeyhavepromotedme.

*Me*:metowhat?Generalmanager?

*Ben*:hehehenopeyouarelooking

atthenewCEOofStevenandSteels



inflesh.

Seemejumpingaroundand

screamingthehousedown,ourthree

babiescomerunningtocheckthings

out.

*BenJunior*:mummywhat'swrong?

*Me*:daddygotpromoted.

Theystartscreamingtoo.ldon't

thinktheynowwhytheyare

screamingbutwhocares.



*Ben*:okayokayeveryonecalm

down,lwantyoupeopletogetready

wegoingtoeatatLet'sdine.

WTFthatrestaurantisforthelikesof

theNdiwenisnotcommonpeoplelike

us.

*Ben*:thatsmile

*Me*:didltellyoulloveyou?

*Ben*:tomorrowyouhavetoget



busy.

*Me*:with?

*Ben*:packingupourstuffwehave

beengivenoneofthecompany's

houses.

Thisdaycouldn'tgetanybetter.I

wishlknewaboutNdiweniearlierl

wouldhavebeenlivingmybestlife

insteadofbeingjustanaverage

person.



*Janet*

Itwasamildheartattack.Phewhe

hastotakeiteasy,hescaredme

likedhescaredmealot.

*Mihle'smum*:I'm gladhe'sokay.

Irollmyeyes.Reallyshelefther

husbandathometocomecheckon

mine,pretendingtobegivingus

supportasa"futureinlaw"whenit's

nosecreteventothepublicthatshe

nevergotoverNkosilathi.



*Me*:yephescaredmethere.One

minutehewasokaythenexthewas

onthefloor.

*Her*:ifthere'severanythingyou

need.

Whatwouldlneedfrom herstinky

ass.

*Me*:ofcoursethankyouitmeansa

lot.



*Her*:letmeleavelwillcheckonhim

tomorrow.

Iguessyouarehopinglwon'tbe

aroundbitch.

*Me*:ofcoursethankyouonceagain

.

Shewalksawaylgetintohisroom

.He'sasleep.

Tearsjustfailontheirownit'sLeo's

faulthe'stheonestressinghim about



Brandon'sfamilylookwherehe's

fatherisnow,lchasedthem outboth

ofthem heneedstorestwithout

beingstressed.

*Brandon*

Damnshe'sonlyinanightgowna

shortoneatthat.

*Gugu*:it'salmostmidnightdude.

Shesaysyawningandrubbingher

eyes.



*Me*:I'm sleepingover.

Sheleavesmeatthedoor,atleast

shedidn'tshutitonmyfacethat

meanslguesslshouldcomein.

*Gugu*:didyoucloseandlock?

*Me*:yesldid.

Itakeoffmyclothesremainwithmy

briefsonlylgetintotheblankets.



Shitwhatkindofbedisthis.Assoon

aslputonmyweightinititmade

funnyspringsounds.

Okay,lrelaxonmysideofthebed,

honestlyI'm notcomfortable,it's

goingtobealongnight.lthinka

springjustpokedmeattheelbow.

*Gugu*:howishe?

*Me*:he'sokay,he'sstableitwas

justamildheartattack,heneedsto

rest.



*Gugu*:ohh

*Me*:yepandmum chasedusout.

*Gugu*:why?

Ijustshruggle,thebedalso

shruggleswithme.

Ihavetobuyheranewone.

*Gugu*:maybeshedidn'twantyou



guysstressinghim .

*Me*:maybe

*Gugu*:night

*Me*:notevenagoodnightkiss.

Shekissesmeonthecheek.ldon't

thinklwilleverwashitagain.The

waymyheartisbeatingsofastit's

likeitwillpopoutofmychest.Thisis

wherelbelong,lbelongwithhereven

ifitmeanssleepinginthis



uncomfortablebedldon'twanttobe

anywhereelse.

*Nkosilathi*

Ohnonono.Didshenoticeme.lsmy

dirtylaundrygoingtobehungout

thereforthewholeworldtosee.l

knowmywifeissittingherebutl

won'topenmyeyesldon'twanther

tobeaskingmealotofquestions.

Shelookedjustthesame,shejust

grew,eventhatsmiletheonethat

drewmetoherinthefirstplace,with



thosenicesmallColgateteeth.

ButwhatdidlexpectifLeoknewthe

daughterobviouslyhewouldhave

knownthemother.

FinallyJanetgetsoutoftheroom .At

leasttheyleftmyphoneintheroom ,l

takeitanddialanumber.

*Me*:lthoughtyousaidyouwilltake

careofboththemotheranddaughter

whenlgaveyouNdiweni'snumber.



Isayinmydifferentvoice,shehas

neverseenme,wejusttalkonthe

phone.

*Her*:yesbutldon'thaveaplanfor

themother,withthedaughterlhadto

makeherfathersicksothatshe

donatesherkidneyforhim butdon't

worrylwillplansomethingforthe

motherlhaveseenthatNdiweni's

thingswork.Dontworrybepatient

withme.

*Me*:don'trelaxlwillbewaiting

don'tdosomethingthatwillcome



backtobiteusontheass.

Shelaughs.

*Her*:don'tworryI'm anexpertinthis

lwilltellyouwhenshe'sgone.

That'swhatlwanttohearlhopeshe

getsthejobdone.Evenifshe

messesuplknowitwon'tgetbackto

me.lhopewhatevershe'splanning

worksldon'twanttoseethatwoman

nexttome



*Sponsored*

*INSERT15*

*Gugu*

*Brandon*:umm soI'm supposedto

bathusingthisbucket?

*Me*:yep

*Brandon*:umm whatiflusethis



uglylookingshower?

*Me*:itdoesn'twork.

Thelookhegivesme.

*Me*:areyougoingtobathorwhat?

*Brandon*:nopelwilljustgotothe

nearesthoteltogetmybath,Iwillbe

back.

Andwhatdoyouknowhetakeshis

carkeysandleaves.



Ilaughonmyown.Somepeople

reallydohavenicelifeproblems.

Ijustcleanaroundandboilmywater

fortea.

Thirtyminuteslaterhe'sback.

Hesmellsfreshandhe'scleanly

shaven.

*Brandon*:I'm starving.

Itakeouttwocupsandtwosaurces



from myhalfbrokendowncupboard.

Ipourthehotwater,putsomesugar

andtealeaves.

Thiswholetimehe'sjustwatching

me.ltakeoutsomebreadputitin

oursaurces.

Igivehim hissaurcerandcup.

*Brandon*:isthisbreakfast?

Whatdoeshethinkitis?



Isitdownandstarteating.Hejust

looksathisplate.

*Me*:lthoughtyousaidyouwere

hungry.

*Brandon*:ljustlostmyappetite

,blackteawithdrybreadlwillpass.

*Brandon*:lgotsomethingtotellyou

.

Ilookathim itdoesn'tsoundgood.



*Me*:okay

*Brandon*:tellmeyouwilltakeit

easy,it'saboutSiphothere's

somethinglneedtotellyouabouther

.

Itdoesn'tsoundgoodatalllwonder

whatitis.

*Brandon*:soumm oneofourelderly

maidshadforgottenwhereshehad

leftherphone,soshewenttocheck



thesecuritycamerasokaytocutthe

longstoryshortshediscovered

somethingandsentmethevideo

.Thisisthevideo.

Tearsjustfalldownmyfaceasl

watchthevideo.Themanltrustthe

manlthoughthadmyback,theman

thathashelpedmethroughalotis

theonelseegroaningandmourning

ontoofmydaughter,howcouldhe?

HowcouldLeodothistome.

*Brandon*:Gugu



Ijustshakemyhead,thiscan'tbe

happening,likewhywhywhywhy

wouldhedothistome,lthoughthe

paidattentiontomecausehesaw

potentiallikehealwaysclaims

insteadhewasdistractingme,he

wantedtogainmytrusttohidethat

he'samonster.

*Brandon*:Gugulistenldidn'tknowl

likel...

*Me*:getout

*Brandon*:Gugulisten



*Me*:lsaidoutBrandon.

Hegoes.

Igotomyroom andcrymyselfto

sleep.

*Brandon*

Ihitthesteeringwheelnumerous

times.HowcouldLeodothat

couldn'theseethatSiphowasakid

.Howcouldhehavebeensleeping



withafuckenthirteenyearold.

Ireachmyparentsplace.

*Mum*:stayoutofBrandon's

business,thisnonsenseofyourshas

putyourfatherinthehospitaland

youarestillpushingitdownmy

neck!!!

Mymum isshoutingsheneverdoes

actuallythisisthefirsttimeI'm

hearinghershout.



*Me*:whatisthisabout?

Theylookateachandtheybothare

silent.

*Me*:greatI'm talkingtomutes.

*Mum*:Brandonit'snothing.

*Me*:LeoGuguknowsaboutyou

sleepingwithSipho.

Thewayhiseyesjustpopout.



*Leo*:umm Brandonldon'tknow

whatyouaretalkingabout.

Ishowthem thevideo.Mum shakes

herheadindisappointmentand

disappearslsupposetoherroom .

*Leo*:ldidn'tknowshewasthirteenl

reallydidn'tIthoughtshewas

eighteen.

Ileavehim standingthere.ldon't

thinkthingswillbethesamebetween



him andGugueveragain.lwonder

whattheyweretalkingaboutdoes

Leowanttotakeoverthebusiness?

I'm notgoingdownwithoutafight

I'veinvestedmywholelifeinthat

companycauseheranitwellfor

threeweekshethinkshedeservesit

,hemustsurelybeoutofhismind.

*Ben*

Whoknewlwouldownahugeass

mansionwithaninsidepool.All

thoseyearsofslavingatStevensand

Steelshavefinallypaidoff.



*Nomsa*:babewhatisthisnonsense

I'm hearingthatnooneissupposedto

enterthesecondroom that'supstairs

.

*Me*:yesit'sreservedforSipho.

*Nomsa*:butshe'sdead.

*Me*:toyouyestomesheleaves

andlooklhaveoneofherkidney'sin

methatcountsforsomething.



*Nomsa*:mnxlcan'tbelieveshe's

gettingalltheattentionevenon

death

Shewhispersbutlheardher.

Iwon'tentertainhermybabymight

havepassedbuthermemorystill

liveson.

*Nkosilathi*

Shelookslikeshehasbeencrying.

*Me*:babeI'm okayyouheardthe



doctorshe'sdischargingme

tomorrow.

*Her*:yepokaylknowI'm justalittle

stressedaboutyouyouscaredme.

*Me*:youknowyouarenotagood

liarlknowthere'smoretothiswhat's

up.

*Her*:ldon'twanttostressyou,the

doctorssayyoushouldtakeiteasy.

*Me*:tellme



*Her*:Leowassmashingayounggirl

atourhouse.

Mnxlthoughtshewasworriedabout

somethingmoreserious.

*Me*:Leoisanadultmyfriend.

*Her*:wowjustwowdidyouhear

whatljustsaid.

*Me*:youknowthatlshouldnot

stresssothisismenotstressing.



*Her*:okaybabeI'm sorry.

Shesaysholdingmyhand.

*Her*:lwillhavetogomeetupwith

hermum toapologisetoheronhis

behalf.

Killmenowwtf

*Me*:babe?



*Her*:lwillseeyouwhenI'm from

there,mysonmadeaterriblemistake

wehavetoapologisewhatifshe

presseschargesagainsthim for

statutoryrape.

Iknowthere'snochanginghermind

.Shithowdidlgethere.

*Gugu*

I'm atthemarket,I'm sellingmy

tomatoesthere'snowhereinhellI'm



goingbacktothatoffice.Notafter

whatIhavelearntaboutLeo.

*Janet*:lthoughtlwouldfindyou

herehie.

Ilookuptoherit'samazinghowshe

alwayslooksgood.

*Me*:MaNxumalo.

Ican'thelpitmyvoiceiscold

towardsher.



Shecomesandsitsnexttome.

*Janet*:I'm sosorrylheardabout

whatLeodid.

*Me*:ohsoBrandonisgoingaround

tellingpeoplemystuff?

*Her*:listenlovelknowit'shardand

....

*Me*:youdon'tknowanythingand

youdon'tunderstandmypainatall

younevergavebirthtoanydaughters



.

Hereyesturnredimmediately.

Okaymaybelshouldn'thavesaidthat

.

*Her*:listenlcameheretoapologise

inbehalfofmyson,thisisnothowl

raisedhim andlwouldliketotalkto

yourdaughter.

*Me*:it'stoolate.

*Her*:Guguljust...



*Me*:she'sdead.

Herphoneringsandshelooksatme.

*Her*:lgottogosomethingisupit's

thehospitallistenwhydon'tyou

comehavedinnerwithustomorrow

sothatwetalkaboutthis,please.

Idon'tknowwhyI'm agreeingtothis

nonsenseisitcauseI'm hopingthat

Brandonisthere?Hehasn'tcalled

mesinceheleftandfunnyenoughl



misshim it'slikellastsawhim last

year.

*Mihle*

I'm withmygirlstheyarefittingon

theirdresses.Youcantellfrom their

facesthattheyaresoexcitedphela

thiswillbetheweddingoftheyear.

*Aneliswa*:wowlcan'twaitforthe

bigday.

She'smybestgirlthisone.



WhatdoyouknowBrandongraces

uswithhispresence.

Thegirlsstartfanningthemselves

withtheirhands.He'sthathandsome

onecanorgasm from justlookingat

him .

Idon'tlikethewayAneliswais

lookingathim .Bitchshe'smybest

friend.lpokeherwithmyelbowshe

comesbacktoearth.



*Brandon*:ladies

*Girls*:hieBrandon

Theysayinharmonyyouwould

sweartheypractisedsayinghieto

him .

Hegivesthem asidesexysmile.

*Brandon*:babecanwetalk.

Iwalkwithhim tothecar.



*Brandon*:lwantedtothankyoufor

whoyouhandledthepartyafterwhat

happenedtomypabutthat'snot

whatlwanttotalkabout.

There'salotgoingonbabelthinkwe

shouldpostponethewedding.

What?

*Me*:towhen

*Brandon*:saythreemonthsl

thoughtitmustbebesttooifwetook



somemarriagecounselingbeforewe

diverightintoit.

Nothiscan'tbehappening.

*Me*:butbabeI'vebookedtheplace

calledeveryone.

*Brandon*:wenotcancellingweare

postponingI'm surepeoplewill

understandandbesidesyousaidthat

lshouldnotshutyououtthisisme

lettingyouin.



Usingmywordsagainstmenice.

Ismileathim .

*Me*:okaybabeanythingforyou.



*Insert16*

*Brandon*

I'm justwalkingaroundaimlesslyin

town,ldon'tknowwhattodowith

myself.I'm soangryatmyselfthatl

didn'tseewhatLeowasuptoallthis

timehe'samonsterlikemybrotheris

amonster.HowdoesGugugetto

trustmeeveragain.

*Voice*:she'stheoneshe'syour



chosenoneshefeltitbutyoudidn't

causetherearethingsyouhavetogo

through.

Whatiswhoevertalkingtomeon

about?

Idecidetoanswerback.

*Me*:whatthings?

*Voice*:thisandthat.

Greatjustgreat.Butwaitisthevoice



talkingaboutGugucauseifshe'smy

"chosen"onethenldon'thaveto

worryaboutanythingelsecausewe

willfindourwaybacktoeachother.

Ibumpintoawomansuddenlythe

haironmyneckstands,myteeth

clattersandlfeelmybloodrushing

whatisthis?Dowehavebeasts

roamingaroundthestreetsin

Zimbabwe.

Itlooksatmeandsmilesjustalittle

bitwtfaretheyevensupposedtodo

that.



*It*:youshouldwatchwhereyouare

goingnexttimeyoungman.

It'slikenumerousvoicesjustspoke

atonce.Whatisthis?

Everyoneelsejustpassesthisbeast

asiftheyarepassinganormal

humanbeingam ltheonlyone

seeingthis?

*Voice*:Madubehurryupldon'thave

thewholedaywehavetobebackat



thefarm inthirtyminutes.

Callsoutamanvoice,creepycause

whenhetalkslcanhearbabyvoices

wailing.

Thebeasthurriesupanddisappears

from mysight,I'm stillstandingat

thatspotI'm tryingtounderstand

whatjusthappened.

*Aneliswa*:Brandonareyouokay?

Whendidshegetherethelastthingl



needisMihle'sannoyingfriendsnear

me.

Ijustnod.

*Aneliswa*:heyheylookatmeand

breathyoulooklikesomeonewho's

abouttohaveapanicattackcalm

downbreathlknowwhatI'm talking

about,I'm adoctoryouknowright.

Itakedeepbreathsandrelaxabit

.I'm alsocalmingdown.



*Aneliswa*:wheredidyouleaveyour

car?

*Me*:ldon'tknowshitl....

*Aneliswa*:it'sokaylwilldriveyou

home,youwillrememberdon'tput

pressureonyourself.

Wenowinhercar.

*Aneliswa*:directions?

IdirecthertoGugu'splace.She



looksatmewhenwereachher

fencedwirecottage.

*Brandon*:it'sokayI'm visitinga

friend.

*Her*;okaycanlcomewith.

WhynotifGugudecidestogo

psychowithmelwillhaveprotection

butGugudoesn'tseem tobethat

kindofpersonbutyoucanneverbe

surewiththesepeoplecalledwomen.



Thelooklgetwhensheopensthe

doorforme.ltdisappearswhenshe

seesAneliswa.

*Gugu*:OMGareyousomehow

somewayBongani'sdaughter?

Thesmilethat'sonLiswa'sface.

*Aneliswa*:Ngubabomdala(he'smy

uncle)Welookalikeright.

*Gugu*:alotgetin.



Wedo.lnoticeahalffullcrateof

tomatoeswassheatthemarket?I

won'taskherwithAneliswaaround.

Shemakesusherfamousblacktea

withdrybreadwhatdoyouknow

Aneliswaeatsitlikeshe'shavingthe

bestmealofherlife,that'sone

humblepersonlthoughtofherasa

snobsinceshe'sfriendswithMihle.

*Aneliswa*:somahyouwanttomeet

upwithBongani?

*Gugu*:whatumm nowejustweto



schooltogetheralonglongtimeago.

*Me*:howlongago

*Gugu*:likethirtyyearsorso.

Sometimeslreallydoforgetthat

she'sthatolderthanmelguessit's

truewhattheysaylovehasnoage.

Theyaredoneeating,lpassedldidn't

wantherfood,lthinklshouldbuy

groceriesinthisplacecauselmight

dieofhungereveytimelvisit.



*Aneliswa*:thendon't

Shesayslookingatmedidlsaythat

outloud.I'm sureitwasjusta

thought.llookatmybeautifulGugu

andshe'sbusyclearingoutthelittle

tabletheyused,shedidn'thearme

.SohowdidAneliswaknow?

Aneliswatakesthedishesandgoes

towashthem .Sheknowshowtodo

that?



Theirhouseoverflowswithmaids

that'swhyI'm surprised.

*Me*:Gugucanwetalk.

*Gugu*:I'm sorrylshouldn'tbemad

atyouyoudiscoveredaboutwhat

yourbrotherandSiphowereupto

insteadofkeepingitfrom meyou

toldmethetruth,youchosemeover

familythat'samazingnoonehadever

donethatforme.Myparentsalways

chosepeoplebeforemetheyliveda

lifeofimpressingpeoplelikewhat

happenedtwentyeightyearsagol



won'teverforgivethem forthat.So

thankyouforchoosingmeoveryour

brother,yourownfleshandbloodit

meansalotitreallydoes.

Iwanttoaskherwhathappened

twentyeightyearsagobutlwon't

todaynotwhenitseemslikeshe

wantstogetpastthis.

*Me*:iflhadtochooseagainitwill

beyoualloveragaincausewhatl

feelforyouisreal.

*Gugu*:whatdoyoufeelforme.



Shewhispers.

*Me*:thisisnothowlplannedtotell

you,buteversincellaymyeyeson

youlknewyouweretheone,l

promisedmyselfthatlwouldwed

you.lknowyoumightsaythatI'm too

youngwhatwillpeoplesaybutldon't

livemylifetoimpressanyone.ldon't

careaboutpeoplewhotalkbehind

mybackbecausetheyareinagood

positiontokissmyass.ljustwantto

bewithyouGugu,it'sonlyyouthatl

want.lloveyou,lloveyousomuch



thatithurts.Sopleasemayyouthink

aboutthislwantarelationshipwith

you.

Shenods,whyisshenodding?

*Me*:Gugu?

*Gugu*:yeahlet'summ let'stryit,

let'strydatingandseewhereittakes

us.

Iwishlcouldkissherbutlcan'twith

Aneliswainthehouse,lhavetobreak



upwithMihlesothatlgettolovemy

womanwithnodistractions.Dadwill

justhavetoforgiveme.Hewillhave

tofindanotherwaytogetthose

shares

*Aneliswa*:there'sanemergencyat

thehospitallneedtorun.

Shesayswithsomuchurgencyinher

voice.

*Me*:Gugubyelwillcallyou,please

dropmeintownyougoingthatroute

right.



Shedoesn'tanswerlfindmyself

runningafterher.lnowremember

wherelleftmycarlwillgetitand

comespendsometimewithmy

woman.

*Nkosilathi*

Janetmustbeoutofhermindshe

wantstoinvitethatGugutodinner

tomorrownight.Sheshouldhavesaid

soearlierlwouldn'thaveagreedto

gettingdischargedtoday.



*Me*:doesthedinnerhavetobe

tomorrownight.Babelshouldbe

restingnothavingdinnerandwhat

nots.

*Janet*:itjustwillher,Leo,Brandon

andlrelax,sheknowsyouwerein

hospitallknowshewon'texpectyou

tobethere,youwillhaveyourdinner

uphereandrest.

Ohokayatleastthat'sbetter,ldon't

wanttomeetheratallshegivesme

goosebumps.



*Aneliswa*

Mysurgerywasasuccessmyteam

andlwereabletosaveboththe

motherandthebaby.

Isitonmychair,phewit'sbeena

longday.lcheckonmymessage,the

screenlockisapictureofus,we

havebeenbestfriendssincewewere

young.lcoulddieforher.

I'vealsoknownBrandonforthatlong

weain'tfriendsbuthehasneverhad

thateffectonme.Soldon't



understandthesuddenpullthat

drawsmetohim ,ldon'tunderstand

whyI'm gettinggoosebumpswhen

I'm talkingtohim ,whymystomach

willbefullofbutterflieswhymyheart

skipsabeat.Whatisgoingonwith

me?

Canthatfortunetellerbepossibly

real.lwenttoherlastweekandshe

toldmelwassoontomeetmy

chosenone.

Honestlylhaven'thadsomuchluck

withguys,attwentysixI'm stilla



virgin,lactuallyhaveneverbeen

kissed.Yepit'sthatbad.

Ihavebeenthatkid,anerdyoumight

saywho'sonlyfocuswasonher

books.Growingupwiththree

overprotectivebrothersandaworse

dadwhilethatbecamemyrealityl

wasalwaysshutindoors.Theonly

personwhowasallowedtovisitme

wasMihlethusourtightbond.

Iwon'tdoherlikethatmeoutof

everyoneknowshowmuchsheloves

Brandonlwillignorethissudden



interestinhim ,willburymyselfin

workdothisandthatI'm sureitwill

disappearcauselknowMihlewould

havedonethesameforme.

---



*INSERT17*

*Gugu*

Idon'tevenknowwhylagreedtothis

meeting,lguesslwillalwayshave

thatsoftspotforhim .Everyonesaw

atomatowomanatthemarketplace

buthesawmorethanthat.

*Leo*:listenI'm ashamedofmyself

soisSipho.

*Me*:Sipho?



*Leo*:yahshesaidsomethinginmy

dreamssomeofwhichdon'tmake

sensebutlwillfigureitout.

Ohsoshe'stalkingtohersugar

daddyandnotme.

Leolaughs.

*Leo*:wowsugardaddyreally?

Ohdidlsaythatoutloud.He'sface

becamesseriousagain.



*Leo*:Gugulhonestlythoughtshe

wasaroundeighteen,whenyoucame

withhertomyplacethatdayljust

feltsomethingforherandlpursuedit

wantingtoseewhereitwilltakeus

.I'm sososorrylcan't,ldon'tthinkl

canexpresshowsorrylam .Brandon

andmymom ain'teventalkingtome

lknowlmessedupbigtimelshould

haveknowbetter.ljustaskedalady

outandsheagreedI'm sosososo

sorryGugupleasefindinyourheart

toforgiveme.



Thisishardlikerealhardbutthere's

somethingthatmytherapistsaidto

meduringthoseyearslwastaking

therapy.

*Me*:lwillforgiveyoubutI'm not

doingitforyouI'm doingitformyself

andmyownsanity.

*Leo*:thankyousomuchitmeansa

lotlwillforeverbeinyourdebt.

Hereallymeansitlikehisapologyit's

from deepdown,he'snotabadguy

reallyhe'sjustsomeonethatmakes



badchoicesinlife.

Hetextsme*don'tcookbringing

dinner,spendingthenightthere*

*Leo*:thatsmile

*Me*:it'summ nothingit'sjust

nothingdon'tworryaboutit.

*Leo*:it'saguyright,whoishe,isit

someonelknow?

He'scrazythisone,doesn'thehave



friends?

*Me*:agirldoesn'tkissandtell

*Leo*:hooolala

*Me*:yousoundsogayrightnow.

*Leo*:it'sBrandonisn'tit,OMGit's

him lookatthewayyouareblushing

andsmilinglshouldhaveknownit

explainswhyhedoesn'twanttosee

ustogether.



Canhestoptalkingalready.

*Me*:stayoutofmybusiness.

*Leo*:okayfinebutlknowifthings

getseriousyouwillbeappingmeand

tellingallthedetailsmakoti.

Howdidwegetfrom Gugutomakoti.

*Leo*:whatdoyouthinkofthis

coffeeshop.

*Me*:theymakenicecoffeeand



wowtheplaceisrelaxingreally.

*Leo*:lboughtitit'smine.

Thewaylscream andhughim .

*Me*:wowI'm sohappyforyou.

Hesmiles.

*Leo*:wowthanksnoonehasever

beenthathappyformewhenl

achievesomethingmakoti.



Iguessmakotiismynewnamenow.

*Me*:that'swhatfriendsareforright.

*Leo*:wewillsoonbefamilymakoti

sothat'swhatfamilyisfor.

Iwonderwillmyrelationshipwith

Brandongettomarriage?

*Leo*:that'snotallthere'smore.



Ihopeit'sgoodnewsandhewon'tbe

apologisingagainldon'twantto

thinkabouthisthingwithSipho.

*Leo*:lnoticedhowgoodyouareat

leading,lcan'tseem tothinkof

anyoneelsewhocansafelyrunthis

place,lpersonalcan'tcauseI'm

workinginthefamilybusinessso

mayyoupleasebemyeyesandears

thisside.

OMGwhat?

*Me*:really?



*Leo*:yesnowdon'tcryseehow

peoplearelookingatus.

Ilaughhe'scrazyreally.

Ican'tbelieveheaskedmetorunhis

coffeeshopforhim ,mewithzero

qualifications.WowI'm grateful

maybethistimearoundthisisanew

beginningforme.

*Me*:solsupposethedinneris

cancelled.



*Leo*:ofcoursemum wantedto

apologiseonmybehalfnothingelse

youandyourboyfriendhavethenight

toyourselvesdon'tmakebabies.

Ilaugh

*Me*:I'm notdoingthislain'thaving

aconversationaboutmysexual

relationshipwithyourbrother.

*Leo*:ofcourseyouwon'tlhave

neverseenawomanwhogoes

aroundtalkingaboutamanwhohas

adicklet.



Welaughgeezhe'sgettingtoo

comfortablewithmenotthatI'm

complainingit'snicetohavepeople

whojustcareaboutyouandthey

don'texpectanythinginreturn.

*Aneliswa*

*Brandon*:knockknocklbrought

muffins.

Whywouldhebringmemuffins?



Ismileathim

*Me*:comeinhowdidyouknowl

likemuffins?

Hesitsononeofthechairswearein

myoffice.

*Him*:Mihleyouareallsheever

talksabout.

Ncoahain'tshesweetandhereIam

allowingmyhearttoflipflopwhen

I'm aroundBrandon,likerightnowmy



officehassuddenlybecomesmall

,hiscologneisfillingthewholeroom

hereallydoessmellnice.I'm even

noticingthathehasdimples.

*Me*:sohowcanlhelpyou?

Hepushesthemuffinstomyendof

thetablewearesittingoppositeeach

otherandlsomehowseehowhis

musclesmoveashemakesthat

gesturewhatiswrongwithme?

*Him*:lknowldon'thavean

appointmentdocbutlneededtosee



you.

*Me*:Areyoupregnant,youknowI'm

agynaecologistright?

Helaughs.

*Brandon*:lwanttoaskabout

possiblecontraceptivesforwomen

likeldon'tthinkmyladywouldwant

tohavekidssoonshejustlosther

babysolwantustobesafe,wewill

havebabieswhenshehadgotten

overthedeathofherbabyandwhen

she'sreadyyouknow.



Hewillneverlovemelookhe's

gettingmarriedtoMihlesoon,he

seesafuturewithher,hereheis

familyplanningforthem pityhe

doesn'tknowhecan'thavekidsand

thatMihledidn'tloseanybaby.

Igivehim acardandstartexplaining

contraceptivemethodstheycanuse

withthe"futurewife"afterthislneed

todomyroundsgohomeanddrink

myselftosleeplcan'thonestlydeal

withthisheartacheI'm feeling.



*Ben*

Fuckmywhiteshirtallruined.

*Me*:watchwhereyouaregoing!!!

*Her*:I'm sosorryldidn'tseeyou

Benlikelwillwashit.

*Me*:forgetit

Shelooksgoodforsomeonewho

lostherkidrecentlylthoughtshe

wouldlooklikealivingskeleton.



Andthisiscoffeeshepouredover

meisfrom RelaxandSmilecoffee

shop,hmm whatisapersonofher

kinddoinginsuchplaces.

*Me*:youluckymymeetingisnot

untilthree.

Sheopenshereyes.

*Her*:meeting?

*Me*:yesI'm theCEOofStevensand



Steels,andyahwhenyouarelooking

formeldon'tknowMaybeifyou

wanttotalktome,youcancometo

Burnsidellivethere.

*Gugu*:wowhowdidallthishappen

insuchashortspaceoftime.How

didyougetfrom ZerotoHeroareyou

usingumuti(herbs)?

What?Blackpeopletheyneverwant

toseeapersonsucceed,theywill

alwaysblameyouforusingmutior

havingasnaketheycannever

celebrateyoursuccesswithyou.



*Me*:mnxlcan'tbelieveyouare

beingsohateful,I'm heretoday

causelgotanamazingwife

somethingthatyoufailedtodo!!

Shemockinglylaughs.

*Gugu*:youcallthatawife,she's

goingtobeyourdownfalldon'tsayl

didn'ttellyou.

*Me*:mnxgetawayyouarejust

bitterwenaGugu,hereisfiftydollars



buyyourselfsomething.

Shelooksatmymoneyandspitson

thegroundandwalksaway,heehshe

justleftfiftydollarsokayherbadl

knowshewillregretwhenshegetsto

thatpigstyofhers.

*Brandon*

She'sjustsittedinthekitchenbusy

onherphone.lshouldbuyaTV,we

doneedsomeentertainmentinhere.

Sheseemstobeconcentratingin



whatevershe'sdoinginherphone

,shereallylookscutewhenshe's

concentrating.

Fiveminuteslatershelooksup,she

gotasurprisedexpressionwnshe

seesme.

*Gugu*:howlonghaveyoubeen

standingthere.

*Me*:longenoughain'tyougoingto

giveyourmenakiss.



Shestandsupandgivesmeacheck

kisslwonderwhyshenevergivesme

alipkissbutwewillgetthereit'sstill

earlydaysanyways.

Shehelpsmeunpacktheplastic

bagsthathaveourdinner,shewarms

itupusingastove,weneeda

microwavearoundhere.Shedishes

upwenoweating.

*Me*:sowhatwereyoubusywith?

*Gugu*:researchingabouthowtobe

agoodmanager,what'sexpected



andallthat.

*Me*:why?

*Gugu*:causeyouarelookingat

Leo'smanagerlwillbemanaginghis

coffeeshopforhim .

SoLeohasacoffeeshopnowandhe

didn'ttellanyoneaboutitexcept

Guguwhohappenstobehis

managerandwhendidtheyfixthings

,whyishesonicetoherisitpossible

thathe'smycompetition?Ihopenotl

don'twanttofightwithmybrother



causeofawoman.

---



*lNSERT18*

*Mihle*

*Why....didyouleavemeheretoburn

How?Wetooyoungtobethishurt

Ifeeldoomedinhotelroomsstaring

straightapartwall

CountingwoundsandI'm tryingto

numbthem all

Doyoucaredoyoucare

Whydon'tyoucarelgaveyouallof

me

Myblood,mysweat,myheartandmy



tears

Whydon'tyoucarex2

Iwastherelwastherewhennoone

was

NowyougoneandI'm here

Igotquestionsforyou

Number1whodoyouthinkyouare

yougotsomenervetryingtearmy

faithapart

Number2whywouldyoutrytoplay

meforafoollshouldhaveneverever

evertrustedyou

Number3whywouldyouthatswore

thatyouwouldbe



Ihavequestionslgotquestions

hauntingme*

CamilaCabello'ssong*lhave

questions*blastsonmyspeakers

.I'm drinkingwineandeatingsome

chocolatedamnwhoknewthis

combinationisjustwhatlneed.He's

acowardreallyhowcouldhebreak

upwithmethroughaphonecall.

Idon'tneedtobetoldlknowit'sthat

Gugugrannycauseheain'teven

hidingitafterhisphonecallhe

immediatelypostedheronallhis



socialmediaplatforms.Hedidn't

writeanythingunderherpictureshe

justputsomeheartemojis.

Myheartisbrokenreallyhowcould

hedothistome.lgavehim allofme,

sacrificedeverythingforhim .A

bloodyRussianbillionairewantedto

marrymetakemetoRussiabuyme

myownmultimillioncompanybutno

lchosehim lchosehim overthat.

Iwasalwaysthereforhim howcan

hedothistome.



It'sokaylmeanclearlylhavebeen

wastingmytimewithBrandonit's

timelpickmyselfup,dome,focus

onmyselfcauseclearlythislove

thingain'tworkingforme.Lookat

Aneliswashe'ssingleandhappysoit

can'tbethathard.

ButthatGugugrannylneedtodeal

withher,lknowtheonlywaylwill

healiswhenshe'soutofourlives.l

happentoknowjustthepersonl

needinmyteam .

IcheckheronFacebook,wownice



housethatshehaspostedthere.Ohl

findwhatI'm lookingforherphone

number.

Idial.

*Her*:hello

*Me*:hieI'm Mihle,Ibelievewegota

commonenemy,Gugulknowshe's

yourhusbandexwifeshe'sathreat

toyoulcanevensendyourecent

picturesofthem togetherjust

outsideRelaxandSmilecoffeeshop.



*Her*:whatthatbitch!Butwhathas

shedonetoyou.

*Me*:ohwelllguessyouwillseeit

soononsocialmediaBrandon

Ndiwenihascalledoffour

engagementcauseofher.

*Her*:thebitch!!

That'sthekindofvenom lneed.

*Me*:soareyouteam Mihle



*Her*:ohyestellmewhatdolneed

todo.

Itellher,goodbyeGuguyourtimein

thisworldisupkkkkkk.

*Aneliswa*

Idriveoverherplace.Funnyljust

metheroncebutlmisshershe'sa

nicewoman,lalsobroughthersome

fruitsandvegetablesyouknowl

couldn'tjustcomeemptyhanded.



Whoisshe,whyisshesnooping

around.Withthewayshe'sdressedl

cantellshe'snotaneighbor.

*Me*:hiecanlhelpyou?

Shesmiles.

*Her*:ohnoljustwantedtopay

Guguavisit,she'safriendofmine

butsincesheain'tinlwillvisither

someothertime.



*Me*:andifshecomeswhoshouldl

saywaslookingforher.

*Her*:don'tworryaboutitlwillcall

her.

Shewalksaway.

Weirdwhowasshe.

Letmewaitforherinmycar.

*Nkosilathi*



Ican'tcalm downI'm stillwaitingfor

Nomsasmsthatwilltellmethatthe

jobisdone.

Shecalledandtoldmeshewasdoing

ittoday.lwonderwhatpushedher

butlhopeshesucceeds,lcan'twait

tosleepinpeace,lhavedifficultiesin

sleepingcauselwillbetryingtothink

what'shappeninginGugu'sbrain,l

knowshenoticedmelhaven't

changedatall,whyain'tshecoming

forme.

I'm justbrowsingthroughInstagram



.Ohnowhatisthis.Whywould

BrandonpostGuguonhistimeline,

howdoesheknowher.Doesheknow

she'shismom .

Oristhisherplangettingclosetomy

sonsthenshestrikes.

Wellwellwelllwillbeathertoher

gamelthinkit'stimeshemether

maker.

*Gugu*



*Me*:ain'tthatAneliswa'scar.

Iaskhim

Hemouthsashit.

*Me*:don'tbelikethatshe'snice

*Brandon*:yeahyeahofcourseshe

is,butlwantedtospendsomelone

timewithyou,lwilljustdropyouoff

andgogetsomeworkdoneinthe

office.



Ipout

*Me*:babedon'tbelikethatlwant

youthere

*Brandon*:sothatwealltalkabout

kids,hair,nails,menandpantiesnahl

willpass.

Mnxhe'scrazy.

I'm stillpouting,makingmycuteface

lhopeitworkssothathestays.



Hetriestokissmylipsbutit'slikea

forcepusheshim backwards,that

wasweirdwhatjusthappened.

*Me*:whatjusthappened.

Helooksatme.

*Brandon*:soI'm nottheonlyone

whonoticedit.

Sheknocksonourwindow.

*Brandon*:tellmewhenshe'sgone.



Ijustnod,I'm alittlefreakedout.

Hedrivesaway.Wefirstgogetsome

stuffshesaidsheboughtforme.Oh

ain'tshesweet.it'sabasketfullof

freshfruitsandvegetables.

Wewalkintomyyardtalkingabout

thisandthat.Wegetinsidethehouse

,wearelaughingatsomestupidjoke

shejustshared.

*Aneliswa*:shouldlclosethedoor



mah?

Ilovethewaysherespectsme,she's

asweetladyreally.

*Me*:yes,wewilljustopenthe

windows,andplugthefanBrandon

boughtit.

Shelaughs.

Sheclosesthedoorandthat'swhen

weheartheclicksound.Westill

staringateachothertryingtofigure



outwhatjusthappenedwhenwe

hearaloudboom andflames

surroundus.

Isthisafire,howhowdiditstart.I'm

soshockedlcan'tevenmove.

Aneliswarunstothedoortryingto

openit,itdoesn'tburge.Welocked

insidewithnowayout.Sheruns

aroundtryingthewindowsbutthere's

noluck.Everythingisnowinflames

andwearecryingclinginguntoeach

other.

Isthisthedaywedieljusthopethat



itwon'tbeapainfuldeath,wenow

gotnowheretostandthefireis

reachingus.Atleastwhenldieldied

ahappywomanBrandonhasbeen

suchanamazingboyfriend.

---



*lNSERT19*

*Leo*

Iknockinhisoffice.Hejumpsalittle

aslenterlwonderwhathewasdoing

.

*Dad*:sonwhatdoyouwant?

Ohwowniceright.

*Me*:lwantedtotellyousomething.



*Dad*:I'm allears.

Hekeepslookingathisphoneishe

expectingaphonecallorsomethingl

wonder.

*Me*:lboughtacoffeeshop

downtown.

Helooksatme,lhavegotallhis

attentionnow.

*Dad*:what?Andyouaretellingme



afteryouboughtit?

Iknewhewasgoingtomakethis

abouthim .

*Me*:DadI'm notsayingI'm leaving

thecompany,I'm stillworkingforyou

butlneededsomethinginmyname

likeafterthislwanttobuyahouse,l

wanttohavethingsofmyownand

stoptodependonyouguys.

Hesuddenlylookssoemotional.



*Dad*:lwaitedforthisday,theday

yougrownupandmanupI'm proud

ofyouson.

It'smyturntogetemotionalhehas

nevereversaidthattome.It'sthe

firsttime.Goodnessknowshow

muchlneededtohearthosewords

beingutteredbyhim .

*Me*:thanksdaditmeansalot.

Hecomestomysideandpatsmy

shoulder.



*Dad*:lknowlneversayitalotbutl

loveyouson.

Nahhe'slyinghehasneversaidit

before.

*Dad*:Nowcanyouexcusemelgot

aconferencecalllhavetomake.

Withwho?Whyishebeingweird?

IjustnodasI'm abouttoopenthe

door.



*Dad*:Leowhowillberunningthe

coffeeshopsinceyousaidyounot

leavingthecompany?

*Me*:Gugu,Sipho'smom

*Dad*:ohyoumightwanttolookfor

anothermanager.

*Me*:why

*Dad*:it'snothingI'm justsayingnje

.Closethedoorbehindyou.



Igettomyroom .ldialthenumberl

found.

*Me*:Helloam ltalkingtooneof

Gugulethu'sNkomoparents?

*Woman*:yesbutsheusesNcube

herhusbandsurname.

Husband?Whathusband?

*Me*:whathusband?lknowheras

anumarriedwoman.



*Woman*:Shemusthaveliedtoyou

she'smarriedtoBenjaminNcube.

Isn'tthatSipho'sdad.Soareyou

tellingmethatGugu'sparentsdon't

knowthatshe'sdivorceddon'tthey

knowthatSipho'sdead.

*Me*:buttheyaredivorcedma'am .

*Woman*:it'sallliesmyson,I'm

guessingyouareherboyfriend,it'sall

liesshe'samarriedwomanwithkids.



She'sabadpersonthatoneyou

betterlethergoandfindsomeone

better,doyouknowatfourteenshe

threwawayachild,itwasaboythe

neighborssawherthrowinghim

awayinadustbinI'm toldshehadput

him inablackplasticbag,wedon't

knowwhopickedhim upcanyou

imagineandyouwanttoassociate

yourselfwithsuchawomanrunwith

yourlifewhenit'stooearlyshe'sbad

newsthatone,she'sawitchtooI'm

hermotherlknowherbest.

Isshereallyhermothersheseemsto

hateGugu.



*Me*:maharewestilltalkingabout

thesamewomancausetheGugul

knowwouldneverthrowawayababy

.

*Woman*:thenyoudon'tknowherl

willsendyouherpictureswhenshe

wasfourteen,lwillevensendyouthe

nameofthehospitalthatshegave

birthin.She'snotasaintgetoutof

therelationshipwhileit'stooearly

shemightendupbewitchingyou.

Isitreallypossiblethatthiswomanis



tellingthetruth?Ihopenotcausel

can'thaveaheartlesspersonrunning

mycoffeeshop.

*Nomsa*

It'sajobwelldone.I'm watchingthe

news,nothingisleftofNomsa's

cottage.Everythingisburntbeyond

recognition.

Whoshouldlcallfirst?

Thiscallsforacelebration.



*Me*:Linda!!!!Lindaaaaaaaaaaa!!!!

Shecomesrunning.

*Linda*:ma'am

*Me*:mnxldontpayyoutolaze

arounddidn'tyouhearmecalling

yourname?

Igivehertwoslapsshe'slazythis

one,lshouldgetanothermaid.

Ohmaybelshouldn'tfireherlshould



getherahelperit'snotlikelcan't

affordnotto.

*Me*:gogetmesomewinehurryup.

Shegoesofrunning.

Idecidetocallthemysterymanfirst.

*Me*:it'sdone

Ihearhim celebrateinthe

background,thisguyreallyneeded

Gugudead.lwonderwhy?



*Him*:lwillsendyouathankyougift

,youareanamazingwomanNomsa.

IjusthadtogetmarriedtomyBenl

guessthisguyandlcouldhavemade

apowercouple.

IcutandcallMihle

*Me*:it'sdone

*Mihle*:thatlookslikemyfriend's

carinthebackground.



Iguessshe'swatchingthenews.

*Me*:Aneliswa?

*Mihle*:youknowher?

*Me*:whodoesn'tknowAneliswa

Ndimande.Shewastherelookingfor

Gugubutldon'tthinkshespentso

muchtimethere,shelookedlikea

personinahurry.

*Mihle*:thenwhyisn'tsheanswering



herphone?

She'snowcrying,what'sthisminal

didwhatshetoldmetodo.

*Mihle*:doyouthinkmaybeshe

waitedforherandtheywenttogether

intothehouse.

*Me*:itmightbepossibleldon't

knowokay.

*Mihle*:ohnooooooo



Shestartsscreamingandcrying,well

that'snotmyproblem minalplayed

mypart.lcan'tbelievethatGuguis

outofourliveswowitfeelssounreal

,lhopethatthisisnotadream

shame.

*Madube*

Helooksatme.

*Ndiweni*:yousaidwhat?

*Me*:lthinkhesawmyrealform



causethewayhekeptstaringatme

.Healsolookedfreakedout.Like

angazi(ldon'tknow).

Hetakesamirror,saysafewwords

andthatguy'spictureappearsinthe

mirror.

*Ndiweni*:isthishim?

*Me*:yes

Heshakeshishead.



*Ndiweni*:lthinkhistheoneinthe

prophecies.

*Me*:whatprophecies?

*Ndiweni*:thattheHealerwillbe

assistedbytheseertheguywiththe

supernaturaleyes,theonethatcan

seeangelsanddemons,devil'sand

serpentsnothingcanescapehis

eyesight.

*Madube*:thenweshouldkillhim .



*Ndiweni*:nohewon'tbeaproblem

isn'tPrinceisdead.

Yahbuthe'srightmaybeI'm just

overreacting,it'sjustthatlknowit

doesn'thurtbeingtoocarefulldon't

likesurprises.

*Me*:sodoeshehaveaname?

*Ndiweni*:BrandonNdiweni.

*Me*:Ndiweni?



*Ndiweni*:yeshe'smybrother'sson.

*Me*:yourbrotherhow??

*Him*:it'scomplicatedyouwouldn't

understand,butwenotsparingcause

he'sfamily,wearesparinghim cause

he'snothreattous.

Hehasneverliedtomebefore.Sol

guesslwillhavetotrusthim .

*Me*:lfeellikehumanliver.



Hegivesmeajar.

It'sliver,that'swhyllovehim .

*Me*:who'sthisone?

*Ndiweni*:anunfortunatethirteen

yearoldgirlwhowashatedbyher

stepmother.

Ohshamepoorgirl,atleastthestep

motherhatedhercauselookI'm now

havingherliverasasnack,ain't

nothinglikeateensliverhmmmmm



yummy.

*lNSERT20*

*Brandon*

Thishastobeadream orshouldl

sayanightmareitcan'tbereal.No

there'snowherethisshitisreal.

Reporters,policeandtheforensic

team areallovertheplace.There'sa

yellowtapesurroundingwhatlknew



asGugu'shousenowit'sjustsome

ashwithwires.Wowlthinklshould

wakeupbeforelcryinthisdream of

mine.

Policearequestioningtheneighbors

,nooneseemstoknowhowthefire

startedfrom whatlgather,theywent

in(GuguandAneliswa)thenafew

minuteslatertheplacebustinto

flames,bythetimethefiretruck

cametherewasnothingtopour

wateroneverythingwasburnt.

*Cop(tohisfriend)*:noonecould



havesurvivedthislthinktheyare

dead.

Whatisshedoinghere?Assoonas

shenoticesmeshethrowsherself

intomyarms.

*Mihle*:whereisshe?Whereis

Aneliswa?Whatwassheevendoing

here?

Whoissheasking.lremovemyself

from herhug.I'm stressedaboutmy

womansheshouldn'tbeblubbering

nonsensetome.



Afamiliarhandpatsmyshoulder

.Somehowlfeelalittlebetterhis

supportiswhatlneedrightnow.We

mightfightalot,sometimeswedon't

evenunderstandeachotherbutone

thinglknowisthatthisguywill

alwayshavemyback.

*Me*:thanksforcoming.

*Leo*:don'tlosehopeshemightbe

alive,sheain'tdeadtillproven

otherwise.



Ihopehe'srightcauselain'tfeeling

anythingeventhestrangevoicesin

myheadarequiet.

Nowlseewhytheforensicteam is

hereandwhytherearebusyatthe

burnthouse,thishasLeowrittenover

it.He'sadickhasalwaysbeenone

buthe'sanamazingbrotherl

wouldn'twantanyonetoreplacehim .

*Gugu*

I'm feelingcold,whyisitcoldinhere

.I'm busyrubbingmyarmswithmy



handsjusttogeneratesomeheatto

warm meup.

*Aneliswa*:shouldlstartafire?

*Me*:don'teventhinkaboutitI'm still

trumatised.

Shechuckles.

Weareinaforestsittingonlogs

.Don'taskmehowwegothere.Just

knowthatI'm nowalittlescaredof

thiswomansittingacrossme.



*Aneliswa*:don'tbescaredofme.

Whatdidltellyousheseemstobe

abletoreadminds.

*Aneliswa*:lookldidn'thavea

choicelhadtodosomethingldidn't

meantofreakyouout.

Shedidfreakmeout.Issheeven

human?Nonormalhumanbeing

woulddowhatshedid.



*Me*:howdowegethome?

*Aneliswa*:wewillgotomorrowlet's

spendthenight.

Shemustbeoutofhermind.Spend

thenighthere,theremightbelions

,rhinosevenbuffalosI'm not

sleepinginthisforest.Wemighteven

getattackedbyasnake.

*Me*:Brandonmustbeworried

aboutme.



*Aneliswa*:Brandon

Thewayshesayshisname.Wowit's

filledwithsomuchlove,ifI'm not

mistakenshe'sMihle'sbestfriendso

didshehavefeelingsforherbest

friend'sguy.

Funnythingldon'thateherorwhatl

stillloveherallthesameevenifshe's

crushingonmyguy.

*Me*:canwego?



*Aneliswa*:holdmyhand.

Doesshewanttodohercreepy

things?

I'm hesitantmaybesleepingherain't

suchabadideaafterall.Butlthinkof

BrandonandLeolknowtheywould

haveheardaboutthehouseandthey

willbesickandworriedaboutme.

Ifindmyselfholdingherhand.

*Aneliswa*:relaxandcloseyoureyes.



Ido.

*Aneliswa*:openthem .

Didn'tshesaylshouldclosemyeyes

asecondago?

Iopenthem .Holyshitweareinmy

neighborhood.

*Aneliswa*:don'tlookatmethatway



Shesays.

*Me*:whatjusthappened?

Sheshrugglesandwalksinthe

directionofmyhouse.lfollowher.

Damnthisplaceisfullofpeople.l

spotmyman,he'slookingall

stressedandworried.Leoisholding

hisshoulder.

*Me*:Brandon!



Hequicklyturnsandwhenhe

recognizesmeherunstomeand

givesmeatighthug.

Hewhisperstomyear.

*Him*:lwassoworriedaboutyou

babewhathappened,howdidyouget

out?

*Aneliswa*:wedidn'tgetin,wetook

awalk,whathappened?

Thewayherfaceissoserious!So



dolhavetoacttoo.

Ilookatmyhouseasiflhadn'tseen

itwhenwecametothisstreetwith

Aneliswa.

*Me*:whathappenedtomyhouse

?whereismyhouse?Whodidthis?

Istartshoutingandwailingwithmy

handsabovemyhead.

Imustbegoodatthiseveryonehas



stoppedwhattheyaredoingandare

lookingatmewitheyesfullofpity

someareevencrying.

Ihearsomeonesay

*Someone*:sosad,shedidn'thave

much,shelostheronlydaughternow

shehaslostherhousewhenwillshe

getabreak.

Somehowthosewordsreallygetto

meandI'm cryingforrealrightnow.



Thereportersruntousassoonas

theynoticewhoweare.lguessfrom

nowoneveryZimbabweanwillknow

mynameandmystory.

*Aneliswa*

LeobeingLeojustmadeusanswera

fewquestionsandchasedthe

reportersaway.

TheydrovewithGuguldon'tknow

wheretobutlknowshe'ssafewith

them.



*Mihle*:lthoughtlhadlostyou.

She'ssayslookingatmefrom the

steeringwheel.She'sdrivingme

home,shedidn'twantmetodrive

myself.

Shehasbeencrying,herfacehas

blackstreaksrunningdownit,

disadvantagesofmascarashenow

lookslikeawitchfrom anAfrican

movie.



*Me*:I'm goodbabedon'tworry.

Sheholdsmyhand.Thelovethatwe

share.Peopledon'tunderstandhow

wegetalongcausewearethe

oppositeofeachother.Butwedowe

understandeachother.

*Me*:youandBrandonareyouguys

good

*Mihle*:whyask

*Me*:just,ldidn'tseeyouguystalk



oranything.

*Mihle*:wegooddon'tworryyouare

stillmybestgirl.

Somehowldon'tbelieveher,whyis

shelyingtome?

Wehavearrived,lsaybyetoher.My

familyiswaitingformebythedoor

,theyaredramatictheseones.

*Dad*:MaNdimandeareyouokay?



Evenmythreeelderbrothersarehere

,lknowtheirwivesareinsidecooking

upastorm andmynephewsand

nieceshaveturnedthehouseupside

down.

Thisiswhatlneedadistraction.

Theyform acirclearoundmeand

hugthelivingdaylightsoutofme.

Yepthisismyfamilylcouldn'task

forabetterone.

I'm nowinjustatowelI'm from

takingashowerI'm abouttosleep



.MybrotherZibusisothefirstborn

justgetsintomyroom without

knocking,hethinkshe'smyfather

thisone.

Hesitsonthebed.

*Me*:I'm naked

*Zibusiso*:lusedtochangeyour

diapersowhat'samazingaboutyou

today.

Whatdidltellyou,hethinkshe'sdad.



*Zibu*:youknowyouain'tsupposed

touseyourpowerstillyoumeetwith

yourchosenone.

*Me*:itwasanemergency,lhadto

getheroutofthere.

Ismileaslrememberhowshe

openedhereyeswhenlheldherhand

andtransportedustotheforest.She

wasaskingmehowwegotthereand

all.



*Zibu*:ltotallyunderstand,butnext

timedon'tjustusethem powers,you

arestrongerwithyourman,youare

thechosenone.

Chosentodowhat?Theynevertell

mesometimeslgetafeelingthey

alsodon'tknow.Nowyouknowwhyl

havebeenoverprotectedwhile

growingup.

Idon'tknowiflshouldtellhim lthink

Brandonismyman.

*Me*:whatifmychosenhusband



hasawomaninhislife.

*Him*:itwon'tworkbetweenthem

,tillyouguysmeet.

SomaybeI'm wrongmaybeBrandon

ain'ttheonecauselhaveknownhim

sincewewerekids.Zibusisois

talkingaboutmeetinghim lguessI'm

yettomeethim ,thatmakesmefeel

bettercauseldon'tknowwhatMihle

woulddoifBrandonhappenedtobe

mychosenone.



*Nkosilathi*

*Her*:nooh...pleasepleasestop

pleaseyouarehurting....meplease

pleaselwilldoanythingplease

pleasestoplbegofyou!

She'sscreamingandtryingto

untangleherselffrom theropeltied

herwith.

Idon'tstoplkeepthrustingintoher

,inandoutinandout.Lordknows

howmuchlhavepaidforthispussy,l

couldn'twaitforit,Ikeepquickening



mypace,damnshefeelssogood

,whatdrivesmecrazyisthatnoone

knowshowittasteslikebesidesme.

It'safterlreleasemyselfdeepinside

herthatlnoticethatthecrieshave

ceased.llookatherandshe's

unconscious.ltrywakingherupbut

sheain'tresponding.lcheckforher

pulseit'sweakveryweak.lquickly

getdressed.luntieherhandsfrom

thebedpost,removeeverythingof

mineintheroom .lthenleave.

Iwakeupfrom mydream .ldon't



knowiflshouldcallitthatcausewhy

wouldldream ofsomethingthat

happenedtwentyeightyearsago.

*Janet*:whereareyougoing?

*Me*:I'm goingforawalk.

It'sjustpastone.lcan'tsleepafter

this.ldon'tknowwhyshecan'tjust

die.Howdidsheescapethefire?

Theytoldthenewspeoplethatthey

didn'tenterthehousebuttheywere

lyinglknowtheywere.lhadcameras

insideofthathouse.lwaswatching



them astheygotin.lsawthem

trappedinthathouselookingfora

wayout.Wellthecameraendedup

beingburnttooaslwaswatching

them.

*Janet*:it'slate

*Me*:lneedairbabeokaygobackto

sleep.

Igiveherakissandleave.Initiallyl

wantedtotakeawalkthencome

backhomebutlmissmysonit's

beenlongsincellastsawhim .



Luckilyhelivesastreetaway.Which

madeuswonderwhyhemovedinthe

firstplace.

Iopenthegate,thedoor.ldon'tmake

noisehemightbeasleep.Letmejust

gotothepoolroom justswim to

keepmymindofthings.

ImihlolokaJosefa(wondersnever

cease)whatisthis?

Theretheyarewiththeirfeetdipped



insidethepool.Shehasherheadon

hisshoulder.

Breathbreathltellmyself.lmeanif

shewasharmfulshewouldhavesaid

somethingtome.

Avoicesaysbutlookathershe's

withyourson.Whatisshetryingto

do.Isthishermasterplan.

*Brandon*:dadwhatareyoudoing

here?



Helookssosurprisedtoseeme,who

wouldn'tit'sonea.m .

Ijustfaintlysmileldon'tthinklcan

talk,she'snowlookingatmetoothe

wayshe'ssmilingatme.

*Her*:comeonthat'snowaytotalk

toyourbiologicalfathernowBrandon

.

Ifeelmycheststartingtoclosein

.Whatdoesshemeanbythat?



*Her*:salibonani(hello)Ndiweni.

Isshe....isshet..

*Brandon*

Mydadisdownthefirstpersonlcall

isAneliswabeforelcallthe

ambulance.ldon'tknowwhy.

Andguesswhatshetoldmenotto

callanambulanceandllistenedto

her.SoherewearewithGuguwith

mydadlyingflatonthefloorandwe



arejustwatchinghismotionless

body.

Aneliswaarrivestwentyminuteslater

.Shedoesn'tlooklikesomeoneina

hurry.

*Me*:mydadisdyingandyouare

modelling!!

*Aneliswa*:don'ttellatmethisisnot

anemergencyhedidthistohimself.

Whatdoesshemean?



*Me*:what'sthatsupposedtomean.

*Aneliswa*:thisisspiritualopenyour

eyes.

Myeyesarewideopenwhatdoes

shemean.

*Aneliswa*:greathecan'tseeyet

Shemurmurstoherself.



*Aneliswa*:mahpleasegotoanother

room please.

*Gugu*:youbegood?

Sheasksme.I'm notsuremydadis

dyingandAneliswaisn'tbehavinglike

someonewhowantstosavehim .

*Aneliswa*:youtheonewho's

wastingyourowntimeanswerherso

thatwestartworking.

Ijustnod.



Andwhatdoesshemeanby"we"?

Ididn'tnoticeshewascarryingabag

tillnow.Shetakesoutwhitecandles

andputsthem arounddad.Shelights

them ,whatonEarthisshedoingisn't

shesupposedtobeamedicaldoctor

notthis.

*Aneliswa*:relax,youarepanicking

that'swhyyoucan'tuseyourpowers.

It'sofficialthischickisnutswhat



doesshethinkthisisamovie?A

novel?Wherepeoplehavepowers

andallthatshit.

*Aneliswa*:justrelax.

Welllwantmydadtobeokaysolet

merelax.

Itakeadeepbreath.

*Me*:whatdolhavetodo?

Shejustlooksatmeatakeafew



moredeepbreaths,okaylknowwhat

todo.

Wetakethewhitestringshehasand

tieourhandstogether.Wekneel

beforehim ,speakinginaweird

language.Shekeepsblowingupon

hisnoseafewminuteslaterlseehis

fingersmoving.Westopthenext

thinghecoughs,openshiseyesand

triestositonhisown.

*Me*:takeiteasydad.

Ihelphim sithebalanceshisbackon



thewall.

*Aneliswa*:babayouknowwhatyou

havetodotellthetruth,askfor

forgiveness,reunitethem that'sall

thattheancestorswantfrom you

,theysaidthiswasawarning.ldon't

knowwhatmistakeyoumadethat

angeredthem butlbegofyou

apologisecauseyouareplayingwith

people'slives.Theysaidattheendof

thedaytheonesyoulovewillgethurt

sojusttellthetruthplease.

*Dad*:Aneliswamntanami(mychild)



whenwasthelasttimeyouhadsleep

,whatyouaresayingtomemakesno

sensedon'teveruttersuchnonsense

tomeagainsiyezwana(am lclear)

Shejustnods.lknowshedisagrees

withhim butshe'sjustnoddingoutof

respect.She'sararetype.

*Aneliswa*:okaybabalisalekahle

(takecare)

*Leo*



SoGugu'smom sentmeGugu's

pictureswhenshewaspregnant.She

saidshewasfourteenthen.ldidthe

mathherbabyshouldbearound

twentyeightifhe'sstillalive.Didshe

reallythrowawayababyinthetrash.

I'm onmywaytothehospitalthat

shegavebirthtoo.Iwantto

understandthisthing.Brandon

seemstobeseriousaboutthis

womansoldon'twanthim

discoveringburiedskeletonsafter

theyaremarriedorsomething.



Ibumpintodadatthedoor.Whereis

hecomingfrom ?Didn'thesleepat

home?

*Me*:dad

*Dad*:hie

Helookslikesomeonewhohada

roughnight.

*Him*:whereareyougoing?

*Me*:whereareyoucomingfrom?



Thelookhegivesme.

*Him*:laskedaquestionlexpectan

answer.

*Me*:welltherearesomethingsl

discoveredaboutGugu,lheardshe

gavebirthtwentyeightyearsagoand

threwawaythebabyboysolwantto

confirm withthehospitalshewasin.

*Dad*:okay



Justlikethatheleavesmestanding

there.What'sgoingonwithhim ?

Iarriveatthehospital.

*Me*:hiebeautiful,wetalkedonthe

phone,yousaidyouwillgivemethe

informationlneeded.

*Receptionist*:sorrylcan'tanymore

theinformationisconfidentialthe

parentsoftheboyjustcalledthey

toldustheywillsueusifweshare

thatkindofinformation.



WhatkindofisGugu'smom playing

,sosheinformedtheboy'sparents.l

willgettothebottom ofthis.

*lNSERT21*

*MaNkomo*

WhatonEarthishedoinghere?It's

beenyearssincellastsawhim .



*Me*:Nkosilathi?

Hejustpushesthedooropencomes

inasifheownstheplace.Luckilymy

husbandisoutoftown.

*Nkosilathi*:whatgameareyou

playingCynthia?

Whatishetalkingabout?

*Me*:teaorpussy?

*Nkosilathi*:I'm notheretoplay



games.Tellyourdaughtertostayfar

awayfrom meandstopgivingpeople

informationthathasnothingtodo

withthem .

*Me*:theguythatcalledmewantsto

marryher,thatgoodfornothingbitch

.

*Nkosilathi*:hewantstomarryher?

Theshockthat'sonhisface.

*Nkosilathi*:lpaidyouenough



moneyforthatdayactuallyitwas

morethanenoughovereighthundred

thousanddollars.

*Me*:youimpregnatingherwasn't

partoftheplan.

Hechuckles

*Him*:it'snotlikeldidn'tsend

moneyforherduringthepregnancy

andit'snotlikesheraisedthebaby

herself.lraisedmysonsotellherto

stayfarawayfrom him .



*Me*:whatareyouscaredofhe'sa

grownassadultnow.Hedeservesto

knowthetruth.

*Him*:youandlbothknowthatyou

hateyourdaughterwithallofyou.

Youdon'twanttohelpatall.

Shedamagedmywombaftergiving

birthtoherlcouldn'thaveotherkids

.lcouldn'tgivemyhusbandason

whichresultedinhim takingasecond

wife,nooneknowsaboutherbutldo

,theyhavethreekidstogetherand



rightnowheshouldbehereathome

withmebuthe'sinKwekwewithhis

otherfamily.llovehim withallofme

that'swhyI'm stillinthisrelationship

.ifitwasn'tforGugulwouldhavemy

dream family.

*Me*:lwasjustmakingsuretheguy

whowantstomarryGugudoesn'tshe

doesn'tdeserveagoodlife,she'sthe

onewhoputmeinthismisery.

*Nkosilathi*:ifldidn'tknowbetter

withthewayyouhateherlwould

havethoughtyouwereastepmother



ofsomesorts.Anywaysit'snoneof

mybusiness.Letthisbethelasttime

youtellpeopleaboutGugu's

pregnancyallthoseyearsago

otherwise....

Mnxishethreateningme,lain't

scaredofhim .lhaveproofofhim

rapingher,andthebankaccount

detailswherehedepositedthe

money.lt'sjustthatlcan'ttakehim

downwithoutmefallingwithhim

otherwiselwouldbeblackmailing

him.



Heleavesmnxidiot.

Gugudoesn'tdeservehappiness

that'swhylmadeBenfallinlovewith

Nomsasothatlbreakherhappy

marriage.lwilljusthavetomake

surethisguythatwantstomarryher

doesn't.lcan'tletherlivealifefullof

lovewhileI'm livinginmiseryahhthat

won'thappennotwhenI'm stillalive.

*Mihle*

Okaysowhatdoldo?Doljustget

intothisyard.Hehasalotofhutsl



wonderwhatheusesthem for.lhope

heisaspowerfulastheysayheis.

*Guy*:mntanami(mychild)

ngingakuncedangani(howcanlhelp

you?)

Ishetheguylwasdirectedtol

thoughthewouldbesomecrackyold

lookingmanbuthe'snotlikethatat

allyeshehasagedbuthelooksquite

handsome.

*Me*:ngidingauNdiwenibaba(I'm

lookingforNdiwenifather)



Hetellsmetocomein.lguesshe's

theNdiweniofit.

Weenteroneofthehutslguessthis

ishisworkstation.

*Him*:removeyourshoes.

Iremovemysneakersandgetinwith

mysocksonly.

Isitonsomemathehasprovided.



*Ndiweni*:ukhalangani(howcanl

helpyou)

*Me*:lwanttoconsultwithmy

elders,lwanttoknowwhytheyhave

forsakenme.

Helooksatme.Whyishedoingthat

isn'thesupposedtobeusinghis

bonesorsomething.

*Ndiweni*:theancestorswillnever

forsakeyoumydaughter.The

problem isyouwereusingallyour

energyonthewrongbrother,youare



supposedtobewiththeotherone.l

knowyounowthinkI'm crazybut

that'swhatyourelderswhisperedto

me.Therewillbeatimeyouthink

thatyourfriendhasbetrayedyoubut

youknowthatshelovesyouandshe

willneverdoanythingintentionalto

hurtyou,it'sjustfate.lfonlyyour

futurefatherinlawdidn'tthinkthat

hewasclever,alotofhurtand

heartachewouldbeavoided.

He'scrazyincapitalletters,there'sno

waylwilldateLeoahhhngeke(l

won't)shame.



Ithankhim andstandup,nowwhat

doldodolgivehim moneyorwhat.

Ihandhim somenotes.

*Ndiweni*:ldon'tmakefamilypay

makotidrivesafelyanddon'tbe

stubbornyouandMamfanaare

meanttobe.

HolyshitNdiweni.lhitmyhead,why

didn'tlthinkofit,howareBrandon

andLeorelatedtothisguy?Brandon



neversaidanythingabouthavinga

powerfulseerinthefamily,okaynow

thatlthinkofitBrandonhardlysaid

anythingpersonaltome.Itwas

alwaysaboutbusinesseventhe

jokeswerebusinessbased.What

kindofrelationshipwaslin?

Ican'tbelievelwantedtokilla

humanbeingforsomeonewhonever

reallypaidattentiontome.

Heopensthedoor,lwasinluck

todaylmadeitpastthesecurity

guardatthegate.



*Brandon*:whatdoyouwant?

*Me*:MaylpleasetalktoGuguis

shearound.

Hegivesmeasurprisedlookashe

opensthedoorforme.

*Him*:she'sinherroom ,theoneon

theleftsideonthesecondfloor.

Ohsoshe'sgotherownroom .l

wonderwhy?



*Gugu*:Mihleright?

Sheaskssmilingatme.lsitonthe

couch.Shewaswatchingsome

Koreandrama.

*Me*:myalltimefavorite.

Isaypointingatthescreen.

*Gugu*:Aneliswarecommendedit

,it'snotbad.



Ilaugh

*Me*:comeonadmititit'sthatgood

Shegiggles.lnowseewhyAneliswa

isspendingsometimewithher,she's

anicewoman.

*Me*:lhavegotsomethingtotellyou

.

Igotherundividedattention,shehas

evenputherdramaonpause.



*Me*:I'm theonewhosetfireonyour

place,I'm sorrylwassobitterwhenl

gotdumpedforyoubyBrandon.l

thoughtthatyoudyingwouldmake

megetoverhim .Whenlrealisedthat

mysisterwasalsoonthatfirelsaw

howstupidlwas,lknowyoumight

havediedandbelievemelwas

alreadyregrettingitwhenthepersonl

senttosetthefireuptoldmethe

housewasburning.lknowyoumight

neverforgivemebutI'm sorrylreally

am .Ifyouwantmetohandmyself

overtothecopslwilldothat.

Tearsareglisteninginhereyes.This



iswhenlreallyam gratefulthat

Aneliswawasthereotherwisel

wouldn'thavegottenthischanceto

apologise.

*Me*:lalsowillbuyyouahouseasa

wayofapologisingcauselburnt

yours.

She'snowcryingI'm alsocrying.l

haveputmyheadonmyknees.l

can'tlookather.

Afterafewminuteslfeelherarms

aroundme.



*Gugu*:wowlcan'tbelieveyoudid

that,thatyouwantedmedeadtothe

extentofsettingmyhouseonfirebut

that'snotwhatisimportantwhat's

importantisthatyourealisedyour

mistakeandyouconfessed.

I'm nowacryingmess.

*Gugu*:lforgiveyou,let'sforget

aboutitright,it'sinthepastnowbut

youmyfriendarestillbuyingthat

houseI'm tiredofcohabiting.



Ifindmyselflaughingthroughmy

tears.lguessthisisanewbeginning

forus.lwon'tmessitup.lwillnow

focusonbeingabetterversionof

myselflknowwithGuguonmysidel

willachieveit,ldon'tknowshehas

motherlylovethatsheexertsandl

willsoakupallofitcausewillall

knowwhatkindofapersonmymom

is.

---



*Brandon*

*Me*:wow

*Her*:what?

*Me*:comeonbabethisisnot

cohabiting,wejuststaytogether,we

don'tevensleeptogether.

Shecontinuespacking.Ohgreat

really,Mihlejusthadtobuyhera

housenowshewantstokissmyass

goodbye.



Idon'tthinklcanlivewithouther

again,sometimesinthemiddleof

thenightlfindmyselfinherroom

justsittingonhercouchwatchingher

sleep.lneverthoughtlwouldlovea

womanlikethis.Myloveforherit's

sounconditionallydamnlloveher.I

thinkllovehermorethanmom but

don'ttellMom that.

*Gugu*:stopbeingababyknowing

youyouwillhaveyourownclosetat

myhouse.



ObviouslyIwillalsopackabaglwill

bespendingmymostofmytime

there.

DatingGuguisamazingreally,noone

getsmelikeshedoesandllikethe

factthatwearealsobestfriends

,everbeenbestfriendswithyour

lover?it'sthemostamazing

relationshipever.

Ihearsomegigglingdownstairs.

*Gugu*:ohtheyarehere.



Who'shere?

Ijustfollowherdownstairs.Greatwe

gotcompanylwantedtospendour

lastnighttogether,justchillingeating

andtalking.Amazinglylhaven'thad

theurgetosleepwithher,something

alwaysstopsmewhenlwantto

makeasexualmoveonher,weird

right?NotthatI'm complaining

maybelwilljusthavetomarryher

first.

Ihaven'taskedforherringsize.l



wanttoproposebeforetheendof

nextweek.I'm readyIknowshe'sthe

one.lwanttomakehermywifethe

motherofmykids.lwanttolivethe

restofmylifewithher.

Guesswhoarehere.Mihle,Aneliswa

andLeogreattalkaboutkilljoys.

*Gugu*:okayguyslet'sgotothe

diningareaourmealisalreadyset.

Mnxiflknewtheywerecomingl

wouldhavetoldthechefnottocook.



*Me*:youlookstresseddudeareyou

okay.

Theladieswenttothedininglhadto

pullhim asidehelookslikehehasn't

sleptfordays.

*Leo*:howwelldoyouknowGugu?

Whatisthisabout?

*Me*:wellenoughtowanttopropose

tohernextweek.



Herunshishandoverhislocks.He

hashadthem sincewewerekids.

*Him*:listencanyouslowdownabit

,there'ssomethingsI'm researching

abouther,Ihaveheardthings.

Likealwayshe'slookingoutforme

,hereallydoeslovemeldon'tknow

whyhepretendsotherwiseinfrontof

ourparents,familyandfriends.

*Me*:sometimesyoudon'thaveto



lookhadforanswers,lmeanwhy

don'tyoujustaskheraboutwhatis

botheringyou.

*Leo*:youthinkshemighttellmethe

truth?

*Me*:shehasnoreasontolietoyou

,lpersonalthinkoutofeveryoneshe

trustsyoumorethat'swhywhenshe

foundoutaboutyourrelationship

withSiphoshewasheartbroken

causeshetrustsyousomuch,sosee

shehasnoreasontojustlietoyou.I

alsotrustyou,sopleasesort



whateveritisyouwanttosortout

beforenextweeklwanttomarrythat

woman.

Lookatthem busyeatingmyfood

,talkingandlaughingasiflinvited

them over.

It'safterdinnerandLeohas

disappearedwithGugul'm leftwith

AneliswaandMihle.

I'm expectingMihletothrowsome

dramaorsomethingbutnoshe's

chilled.



*Aneliswa*:soI'm goingtoadate

tomorrow.

*bothofus*:date?

*Aneliswa*:yep

*Me*:youmustbeoutofyourmind

younotgoinganywhere,gotothat

datewiththatguyhisbloodwillbein

yourhandscauseI'm goingtokillhim

.



Whyam lsuddenlysoangryandhurt

.Whyam lyellingathersurelyshe

candatewhoevershewants,whatis

myproblem ?

*Aneliswa*:it'sjustadategetoffmy

hairdude.

*Me*:JUSTADATE!!!!

IhearMihlescreaming.Aneliswa

holdsourhandsandwearesuddenly

intheyard.lwatchmyhouse

crumbledown.Whatjusthappened?



*Leo*

Brandonmadeitsoundsoeasybutit

ain't.Howdolevenstartthetalk.

*Gugu*:areyouokay?

Imustlookreallybadheyshe'sthe

secondpersontoaskmetonight.We

aretakingawalk,tonightthemoon

isfulltheskyisclearandthestars

areshiningdownuponus.



*Me*:Gugu,wasSiphotheonlychild

youhad?

Welllmightaswellbestraight

forwardjustaskthedamnquestion.

She'squietforawhile.

*Gugu*:noshewasactuallymy

secondborn.

*Me*:ohsowhereisthefirst?

Sheexhales.



*Gugu*:lwouldlieLeo

Shesniffs

*Gugu*:ldon'tknow,l....ummm l

don'tknowwhetherhisdeadoralive

whetherheeatsornotwhether

he.....ohLeo,sometimeslwonder

thosestreethoboslpassintown

whatifoneofthem ishim .l....l....l

*Me*:shhhh



IembracehergeezImusthave

openedanoldwouldshe'sacrying

messrightnow.

*Gugu*:lwantedtokeephim butmy

parentsgavehim upforadoption....l

wantedtototo....motherhim Leol

wasn'tgiventhatchance,imagine

ninemonthsofcarryingababyof

bondingwithitoflovingitonlyforit

tobetakenawayfrom you.Alllever

wantedwastoraisehim andbea

bettermothertohim thanmymom

wastome.



Myheartisgoingouttoher,theway

she'scryingmakesmefeelherpain.

*Gugu*:heshouldbetwentyeight

thisyear,yescausehewasbornon

thetwentyfifthofMaysoheis

twentyeight.

Amazinglyhesharesabirthdaywith

Brandon.Nowthatlknowthe

hospitalhewasbornatandhisbirth

ofdatemaybelmightbeableto

trackhim down.lguessthat'sthe

reasonSiphokeepsbotheringmein

mydreams,shewantshermotherto



findherbrother.

*Me*:I'm goingtofindhim .

Sheliftsherheadup.

*Gugu*:really?

Inod.lwilljusthaveto.AsforGugu's

motherlwonderwhysheliedtome

.Whatisshetryingtoachieve?

*Gugu*



Ithinkweenteredthewrongyard,I've

calm down,youknowcrying

somethingoutandtalkingto

someoneaboutitleavesyoufeeling

alittlebetteritwillbelikeaweight

hasbeenliftedoffyourshoulders.

*Leo*:isitpossiblethatan

earthquakecanjustaffectonehouse

?

Hewhispers.



Whyishewhispering.Brandonand

theladiesarejuststaringatthe

crumbles.Whathappened?

Wereachthem .

*Leo*:whathappeneddidsomeone

justbombthishouse.

He'sstillwhispering.

*Mihle*:noit'sBrandon

Webothlookather,whatdid



Brandondothatdestroyedawhole

building?

*Me*:sosinceyouguysdon'twantto

telluswhathappenedlwilljustgoto

myhouse.

Isay.ltryhuggingBrandonbutlfind

myselfcrashingonthedurahall.

Everyonecomesrunningtometo

checkonme.

*Aneliswa*:I'm sosorryGuguldidn't



meanto,itjusthappenedonitsown.

I'm okayI'm nothurt.lstandupwith

thehelpofLeo.Mihleisjustquiet

shelooksfreakedout.lalsoam ,likel

justflewandcrashedonthe

durahall,lthinkit'samiraclethatmy

bonesarestillintact.

*Aneliswa*:Gugu?

Ijustliftmyhandupasawayof

silencingher,shedoesn'toweme

anyexplanation,it'sbeenalongday,l

justwanttosleep.



*Me*:pleasedrivemetomyplace.

IlookatBrandon.

*Brandon*:no

Wowdidhejustrefuse.

*Leo*:let'sgolwilldropyouoff.

Iwassupposedtomovetomorrow

butsinceBrandon'shouseisin



crumbleslwilljustgotomyplace

now.lwonderwhathappenedtoday,l

willjustgiveBrandonsomespacel

knowhewilltellmewhenhe'sready

totalk.

---



*Finalseason*

*Brandon*

Theybothlookingatme,whyarethey

lookingatme?

*Me*:what?

*Aneliswa*:whydidyourefuseto

driveGugu

Idon'tknowandlregretit.lwonderif

she'sokay,damnthatcrushlwonder



what'swrongwithAneliswawhyon

earthwouldshedothat?

*Mihle*:canyoucomepickmeupI'm

freakedout.

Whoisshecalling?Notthatit'sany

ofmybusiness.Iwillhavetohirea

constructioncompanytocomefix

thisplaceupforme.

I'm solostinmythoughtsjusttrying

tofigureoutwhathappened.I'm

confusedldon'tknowwhatiswrong

withmefirstitwastheNdiweni's



things,thentheSiphothingie,the

womanlbumpedintointown,my

fatherandnowthis.Isitevenrealor

it'sjustonecontinuousdream that

willneverend.

Heparksinfrontofushedoesn't

lookhappynotthatlexpecthim to

anyways.

*Leo*:areyougettinginorwhatdon't

wastemytimelgotalotofimportant

thingstodo.

*Mihle*:likewhat?



*Leo*:lain'tyourfriendyoudon'tget

toaskmethat.

Shegetsintothecar.Whyisn't

Aneliswagoingwiththem ?

*Leo*:Lili?

Idon'twhyhecallsherthatsincewe

werekidshe'salwayscalledherthat

andsheonlyanswerstothe

nicknameifit'shim usingitnot

anyoneelse.



Sheshakesherheadno,hedrives

away.

*Aneliswa*:lwantustotalkwecan't

ignorethis.

*Me*:talk?heehgirlyyouain't

serious,what'stheretotalkabout

,sincewhendowetalk,dothatshit

youdidtoGuguagainyouwillseeme

.

*Aneliswa*:saysaguywhogotangry



causeI'm goingonadateletmetell

yousomethingIstillam ,lwon'tstop

onyouraccord,ldeservethatshitl

haveneverbeentooneit'stimeIgo

outthereandmingle.

I'm startingtogetangrybutnolwon't

entertainmyangershewillthink

she'sthatimportanttome.

Sothisismetakingawalktomy

father'splaceinthemiddleofthe

night.Aneliswajustdisappeared

aftershesawthatlwasn'tinterested

intalkingtoher.lhavetotrytalking



toGugutomorrowlalreadymissher

somuch.

*Mihle*

IthinkthatNdiwenidudegotthepart

wrongaboutLeoandlbeingmeant

tobe.Theguycan'tstandme.Right

nowhejustdroppedmebythe

junctionhetoldmetofinishupmy

journeybyfootimagine!

I'm freakedout,I'm scared,what

happenedatBrandon'splacewowl

can'tevenexplainit.



ButLeodoesn'tdothisdoesheknow

thestatisticsofwomenwhoget

rapedonadailybasis.

Iwalkasfastaslcantilllreach

home.

*Mom*:lthoughtyouweresleeping

overthere.

Yahrightincrumbles.

She'scarryingabottleofwine

drinkingfrom it.lwonderwhatthe



fightwasabouttoday.Maybedad

camebackwithlipstickonhisshirt.

Iignoreher.Ifindmyyounger

brotherDylansittingonthebed.

*Me*:Dylan?

*Dylan*:there'ssomethinglneedto

tellyou.

*Me*:thisbetterbegood.

*Dylan*:lmetupwithawomanon



mywaytoschoolshesaidsomething

aboutyou.

*Me*:whatdidshesay?

Hestartswipinghistears.ldidn't

noticetillnowthathewascrying.

*Him*:youonlygotthreeweeksto

live(sniff,sniff)shesaidthatifyou

don'tfallinlovewiththeguyyouare

destinedtobeinthreeweeksyouwill

die.



Wowjustwowmynightcouldn'tget

anyworse.

*Nkosilathi*

Assoonaslgetintothethestudy,he

trieshidinghisspreadsheets.

*Me*:what'sthis

Isaytakingthem andlookingatthem

.Thesearehospitalrecordsoftwenty

eightyearsago,whereonearthdid



hegetthem ?

Hestartsplayingwithhislocks

.Whenwasthelasttimehedidthat?

Whenhewasaboy,whenhismother

andlwouldcatchhim doing

somethinghe'snotsupposedtodo.

*Leo*:dadcomeon,thishasgot

nothingtodowithyouI'm justdoing

someresearch.

Research?Ishestillresearching

aboutGugu'slonglostson.



*Leo*:dad!!

Ihave"mistakenly"tearedthepapers.

*Me*:I'm sosorrysonmybadeish

sorry.

*Leo*:getout.

Idon'tneedtobetoldtwicelhope

thattearslowshim down,nowhow

dolcoverupmytracks,he'sgetting

closerandclosertothetruth.



*Ben*

IsthiswhatGugufeltlikewhenl

chasedheroutofmyhousewith

Sipho.

Ionlygotasuitcasewithafew

clothesinit.Somejeansandtshirts

,shekeptthesuits,thehighclass

shoes,mywatchesevensomeofmy

underwears.

Painfulpartlneversawanyofthis



coming.Welltodaytomewasjust

anothernormalday.Cameback

homeearlysothatlgettoplaywith

mykidsandhelpwifeycookonlyfor

metofindmyselfdivorcedandfired

atthesametime.

Iknowyouarewonderinghowthat

happened,wellpartownerofStevens

andSteels,Stevenhasreplacedme

.Whenlstartedfightingwithhim

tellinghim thathecan'tjustcome

intomyhouseandreplaceme,he

firedme,Nomsachosehim overme

.Thekidsremainwiththem ,lcan't

evendream abouttakingmycaseto



courtStevenwillcrushmeltellyou.

Iguessthegodsandmyancestors

haveforsakenme,ldon'thave

anyoneldon'thaveanything.Ihave

nofriendsleftoncelclimbedthe

successladderlwantedtoplaywith

thebigboysandlleftmyhomies,

lessonlearntneverforgetthepeople

whoalwayshaveyourbacknomatter

whatbutllearntittoolate.

*Gugu*



*Doc*:yougottotalktome,whyare

youback?

Ijuststareatthewall.Tears

streamingdownmyface,itcan'tbe

noitjustcan'tbe.

Shepassesmesomewipes.

*Doc*:Gugutalktomelcan'thelp

youifyoudon'ttalktome.

*Me*:lgotmymemoryback.



Sheputsherhandonhermouth.

*Doc*:wow!Ithoughtthatmemory

willforeverbelockedawayinyour

brainforever.

Sheholdsmyhands.

*Doc*:doyouwanttotalkaboutit.

Myemotionsareallovertheplace

,howcanmylifebesomessedup.

*Me*:ldon'tknowwhattriggeredit



butlastnightlcrashedagainsta

durahall,don'taskmehowthat

happenedlwon'tbeabletoexplainit

,lhitmyheadsowhenlgothomethe

memoriesstartedto....theystartto

floodmymind.

*Doc*:ohGugu

Thisone,she'sbeenafriendtome

morethanmytherapistthat'swhy

she'sgettingallemotional.

*Me*:lwasexcited,mom hadbought

meanewdress.Eventhoughitwas



soshortandaseethrough,ldidn't

reallycaremymom rarelybought

anythingformesothatwasaspecial

dayforme.Shemademebathusing

herbathsalts,plaitedmyhair,even

allowedmetoputonmakeup.Even

theundiessheboughtformewere

dopelthoughtnotknowingthatit

wasalingerie.Itwasmybirthdaysol

neveraskedwhyshewasmakingme

feelsospecial.Acarcametocollect

usanddroppedusatsomeclassy

hotel.Wewenttosomeroom ,l

thoughtohshitthisisthebest

birthdayeverI'm evenbeingbookeda

hotelroom lguesslwillsleephere



today.lhuggedtheguythatwas

waitingforusattheothersideofthe

door,lcalledhim unclecauselknew

him asmymother'sfriend,heusedto

comealotatourhousewhenmydad

wasoutoftownhetravelsalotyou

know.

*Me*:lwastoldtositonthebed."My

uncle"gaveMom abagfullofmoney

.lwasn'tsurprisedbythathealways

gaveusmoney.Mom gavemeakiss

andtoldmeshewillcomebackto

getme.Notthatlmindedlikeduhl

wasinahotelroom withmyfavorite

"uncle"thathappenedonceinablue



moon.Sowhenhesaidlshouldgo

sitonhislap,ldidn'tfindanything

wrongaboutthat.Wetalkedabout

random stuffschool,icecream all

thosethingsanuncleandaniecetalk

about,it'swasn'tuntillfelthishand

nearmypussythatlnoticedthat

somethingwaswrong.lcrossedmy

legsandtoldhim thatwaswrong,l

wasaninnocentlittlegirlbutlknew

whatsexwaslmeanlwasturning

fourteen.Hestartedsweettalkingme

andallbutlwasn'thearinganyofitl

wasn'tbudging.Thatgothim angry

andhehitmeandtiedmyhandson

thebedposts.Themostspecial



birthdaybecametheworstleverhad

.Hehadhiswaywithmelbeghim to

stopbutheneverlistenedtomycries

.lendedupbeingnumbandlthinkl

lostconsciousnessthen.

Wenowbothcrying.Whatdidltell

youshe'smoreofafriend.

Ilookupjusttotrynottoletmytears

flow.

*Doc*:Gugu?



*Me*:I'm notherefortherapyljust

wantedtoletitout.I'm goingtosee

"myuncle".

*Leo*

I'm soangryatmydadhowcouldhe

saythatwasamistakelcouldn'tfind

someotherpieceofthespreadsheet

whilelwasstickingthepieces

together.

Wearehavinglunchamazinglyallof



usareheretoday.Theparentsand

Brandonandl.

*Gugu*:sorryforjustdroppingby

uninvited.

Brandonstandsuptoopenupachair

forher.

*Janet*:noit'sokayloveyoucanjoin

us.

*Gugu*:noljustwanttosortout

somethings.Nkosilathilwant



justicetobeservedlnowremember

everything.

Whatisshetalkingabout?Dadstarts

sweating.Mom'seyesaresoopenl

thinktheywillfallout.Brandon's

faceisexpressionless.

*Nkosilathi*:Gugulet'sgotalkatmy

study.

*Gugu*:whatno!Sothatyourapeme

again!



What!!!

*Janet*:Gugulloveyousomuchand

lrespectyoubutyoucan'tjustcome

hereandthrowaccusationsatmy

husband,hemightbeeverythingelse

buthewouldneverrapeawoman.

Rightbabe?

Wealllookathim .Hehas

unbottenedthefirstthreebuttonsof

hisshirt,itisallwet,he'sreally

sweatingalot.

*Brandon*:whenwasthis?



HeasksGugu.

Alleyesonhernow.

*Gugu*:twentyeightyearsago,llost

mymemoryleadingtothatday,when

lwokeupattheclinicthenextdayl

wastoldlwasraped.Mymom

wouldn'thavethem dosomemore

testsonmelthinkifshehadletthem

dothem lwouldn'thavefallen

pregnant.



*Brandon*:whereisthechild?

Thewayhelookssohurt,thismust

bedifficultforhim ,hisdadrapedhis

woman.

*Me*:I'm lookingforhim butyour

dadjusthadtotearmyspreadsheets

lgotfrom thehospitalshegavebirth

to.Thebabylunderstandwasgiven

upforadoption.lwassoclose,he

wasbornonthe25thofMay,ifonlyl

hadaname.Itwouldbeeasier.

Mymom isnowacryingmess.



Brandonhasthislookonhisfacel

don'tunderstand.

*Gugu*:lwillmakesureyourotin

prisonyouscumbag,youdon'tgetto

liveahappylifewhenyouruined

mine,doyouevenhaveanideaofthe

stufflhadtogothroughcauseofyou

.

Tearsjuststream downherface

.Wowthismustexplainwhydad

neverwantedtobenearGugu,why

healwayshadattacksandall.



*Gugu*:rightnowalllwanttodoisto

reconnectwithmyson,hopefully

he'salive.

*Nkosilathi*:Janet,Gugulethuplease

forgiveme,ldon'tknowwhatcame

overme.

*Gugu*:don'ttellmethatshit!

IhaveneverheardGuguswear

before.

*Gugu*:lbeggedandbeggedforyou



tostopbutyouneverdid,sodon'ttell

meyoudon'tknowwhatcameover

you.

Sheturnstogo.

*Brandon*:youaregoingtothe

policestation?

*Gugu*:nonotyetlfirsthavetolook

formyson,he'stheevidencelneed.

*Janet*:It'sBrandonright?Itnow

makessense,thechildit'sBRANDON



RIGHT?

Sheasksmydad.Waitwhat?

*Nkosilathi*:Iam sosorry....

Guguscreams.

*Gugu*:ohGodnoooooo......

Bang

Mydadfallsdown,withbloodcoming



outofhischest.

Mymom justshothim .Shehastears

streamingdownherface.

There'salotofwailinginhere.lalso

findmyselfwipingafewtears.Thisis

justtooheartbreaking.

Idon'tknowwhat'snextforus,how

dowemoveonfrom thismess.How

willBrandonandGuguandmymom

moveonfrom this?Mydadreallydid

messupourlives.lwatchhim as

he'sstrugglingtobreath.Nooneis



payinganyattentiontohim everyone

islostintheirownemotions.Yaah

nehit'slife.lcan'tbelieveGugufellin

lovewithherson....

Theend

Loveyou.....

---


