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Introduction

Istoodinfrontofmymirrorstaringatthebruises

andforthefirsttimeinalongtimeiactually

wonderedwhatitisthatchangedinmymarriage.

Whendidmyhusbandbecomethismonsterthat

feedsofbashingmyheadagainstthewalland

watchingmebegforforgivenessforthingsInever

didwrong.Itookinadeepbreaththenslowly

exhaledandapplyedmyfoundationinthicklayers

justtocoverupthescarstheniworeablackpants

suitwithawhiteblouseandblackpumps.Oneof

thethingsthatleadstomyhusbandbeatingmeis

wearingclothesthatattractmenandtohim,that's

anythingthatshowsskinorheels.Hehatesheels.

Myhusbandandihavebeenmarriedfor5years

nowanditwasn'talwaysthisbad.Wewereinlove,

youngandhadheadsfilledwithdreams.Marrying

youngwaswhatI'vealwayswantedsowhenisaidi

doattheageof21,itfeltrightbutthatallchanged

inthe3rdyearofourmarriage.Ifellpregnantand

hewasn'treadytoshareme.Irememberbeing



curleduponourbathroomfloorwithbloodbetween

mylegsafterhehadbeatenmeupsomuchthati

lostthebaby.Thatwasthefirsttimeandtherehave

beensomanyotherbeatingsthatfollowed.My

nameisSimlindileNgcobo,thewifeofSandile

Ngcoboandthisismystory.

*

*

<Sambulo>

ThereisnosuchthingasablueMondayifyoulove

whatyoudo.That'satheoryistronglybelievein

andilovewhatido.Nothingbringsmegreaterjoy

thanmyjob,wellidon'thaveawifeandkidssoi

liveformyjobandmysiblings.Aftershowering,i

getdressedinmyslimfitblack3piecesuitanda

whiteshirt.Ialwaysgoclassicblackandwhiteon

Mondays.WhenI'mdonegettingready,ihead

downstairsforbreakfast.Istillliveathome,yesI'm

28andistilllivewithmyparentsanditsbychoice

reallybecauseIcanaffordmyownplace.Mytwin

brotherandIownalawfirmthatwe'vebeen



runningfor2yearsnow.Ihave4siblings,mytwin

brotherSabelo,myoldersisterTshepiso,my

youngersisterSomilaandmylittlebrotherShaka.

MynameisSambuloSmithandthisismystory.

*

*

<Sabelo>

Ihatewomen!Okmaybenotallwomenbuti

stronglydislikemybabymama.Notonlydidshe

cheatonmebutnowshehasdecidedthatshehas

hadenoughofbeingamotherandwantstogolive

herbestlifeinanotherprovince...withoutherson.

It'sthemiddleofaschooltermandnowIhavebeen

facedwiththechallengeoffindingmy9yearold

sonaschoolinthemiddleofMarch.Whenmy

alarmgoesoff,Iamhitwiththerealityofthestart

oftheweek.Monday!Iswitchitoff,stretchand

yawnthenmakemywaytothebathroom.Ihadto

getahousewhenSnedroppedLwandisooffatmy

bachelorflatwithnothingbuttheclothesonhis

back.Theironyinhowmybirthmother'snameis



SneandshedesertedusandtheSneIimpregnated

hasdonethesamewithmyson.Makesmelaugh

everytimeIthinkaboutit.Aftergettingdressedin

caramelchinos,whiteshirtandbrownshoes,ihead

toLwandiso'sroomtowakehimup.Mysonwas

bornafewyearsaftermygrandfatherdiedandthis

ishowIchosetohonourthemanthatraisedmefor

thefirst5yearsofmylife.Inamedmysonafterhim.

MynameisSabeloSmithandthisismystory

*

*

JusttogetyourmindsoffKonkewhileitypethe

finale
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<Simlindile>

Iamateacherbyprofessionandmyhusbandisa

policeman.Ialwayslaughatthatirony,iamabused

byapolicemanandyetitsthepolicethataremeant

toprotectus.I'venevertriedtoreportmyhusband,



whatwouldbethepoint?Thesepolicepeopleare

allfriendssowhywouldtheyarresttheirfriend?

Sandilewakesupjustasiamabouttowalkoutof

ourbedroom.Hestretchesandyawnsbefore

realizingwhatishappening

Sandile:uyaphi?

Me:work.It'sMondaytoday

Him:whydidn'tyouwakemeupsoicantakeyouto

work?Ubuzohambangani?

Icanheartheangerbuildingupinhisvoiceandmy

heartstartsracing.Asilentprayerwasalready

takingplaceinmyheartthathemustn'thitme,not

today.Notonmybirthday

Me:ididn'twanttowakeyouup,iknowlastnight

wasquiterough



Myvoiceistrembling

Him:myquestionisubuzohambangani?

Me:taxis

Him:nowifeofminewilltaketaxiswhileI'mstill

around.Giveme5minsandI'lltakeyoutowork

Inoddedanddashedoutofthebedroomasquickly

asicould.Whenigottothelounge,isighedheavily.

Iconstantlylivemylifeinfearbecauseiknowican

neverescapethisman.Hehasconnectionsinthe

policeforce,hecouldfindmenomatterhowfari

run.Myhusbandisquitehandsome,tall,caramel

skinandabuffbody.Hehasthemostbeautiful

eyesbuttheyquicklyturnintothoseofamonster

whenheisangry.

Him:let'sgo



Heemergesoutofourbedroomdressedinblack

rugbyshortsandawhitevest.Heslideshisfeet

intohisNikeflipflopsandushersmeoutsidethe

house.Ourhouseisjustastandardhousefora

middleclassfamily,3bedrooms,themainonewith

anensuitebathroom,alounge,diningroom,kitchen

andbathroom.Simpleandveryhomey.Thedriveto

theschoolisarathersilentone,noteventheradio

isplayingandIamlostinmyownthoughts

Me:thankyou

Him:givemeakiss

Imovemyheadclosertohis,weshareaslowkiss

thenibreakitthemomentifeelhistongueinvade

mymouth

Me:idon'twanttobelate

Him:iloveyouSimi

Me:iloveyoutoo



Idolovehim,thesamewayididwhenwestarted

dating8yearsago.Wewerebothinmatricbutwhen

iwenttovarsity,hewentintothepoliceacademy

Him:andhappybirthdaymylove

Ismile,genuinelysmile.Iamhappythathe

remembered

Me:youremembered

Him:icouldneverforget.Haveagoodday

Ismileandwaveasiwatchthecardriveoff.So

nowknowingthatherememberedmybirthday,has

mademeforgetaboutthebeatinghegavemetwo

weeksago.Whenigettothestaffroom,imake

myselfacupofstrongblackcoffeethenmingle

withtherestofthestaff.I'moneof4young



educatorsinthisschool,theother3being

Khulekani,JessicaandUsithandile.Duetomy

husbandbeingthekindofmanthatheis,I'mcloser

toJessicaandUsimore.

Usi:ihateMondays

Me:noyoudon't.Youhateassemblybecauseof

youronenightstandwiththenewdeputyprincipal

Usi:hekeepslookingatmelikehehasseenme

naked

Jess:that'sbecausehehasseenyounaked

Usigruntsjustasthebellrings.Accordingtoher,

whenshehookedupwithMrMiller,shewasn't

awarethathewasgoingtobeworkinghere.It'snot

thekindofconversationyouhaveduringaone

nightstandanyway

Usi:Whenwillthisbeover?IfeellikeI'mburningin

hell



Jess:stophavingonenightstandsandyouwon't

feellikethat

Usi:okjudgejudyanditwasmyfirstandlasttime.

Myfatherwouldkillmeifhefoundoutaboutsuch

things

Afterassemblywewenttoourclassrooms.Iteach

grade4English,MathsandCreativearts.Thereare

4grade4classessoihavemyhandsfull.Iget

throughthefirst3periodsbeforebreaktimetheni

gotothestaffroomtowarmupmymacaroniand

mincethatI'mhavingforlunch

Jess:haveyoueverhadamomentwhereyouseea

hotguyanditfeelslikeyouareseeingdouble?

Usi:itscalledgoingthroughawhorephase

IlaughandJessjoinsin.Thereisneveraserious

momentwhenUsithandileisaround



Jess:nobitch,I'mserious.Iwaswiththeadmin

clerkrightandthesetwohotguyswalkedinand

askedfortheprincipal.

Usi:iwanttoseetheseguys,letsgototheadmin

area.ComeSimi

Me:I'mstilleatingguys

Usi:Simipleasedon'tbetheboringmarriedgogo,

wedon'tneedthatkindofnegativityinourcircle.

Yizababes

Shebasicallydraggedmeandmylunchboxof

macaronitotheadminarea.Wemadesmalltalk

withtheadminlady,icontinuedeatingbecause

reallyiwashungryandthensuddenlythewhole

lobbyfilledwithaheavenlyscentofmasculine

cologne

Jess:theretheyare

Shewaswhisperinganddoingheadandeye



signals,seriouslyshelookedridiculous.Iwas

draggedhereagainstmywill,ihavenointerestin

anymanapartfromtheoneimarried

Usi:mxmwhatawaste

Jess:whatdoyoumean?Theyaregorgeous

Usi:you'llseewhy

Shewalkedaway,towardstheseguysandthat's

whenIsawthem.Actuallyilockedeyeswithoneof

themandsuddenlyicouldn'tkeepcontactandmy

eyesdroppedtomyfoodagain.Iquicklyclosedmy

lunchboxthenlookedupagainandhewasstill

staringatme.Notinacreepywaybutina"whoare

you"kindofway.Usihuggedboththeguysthen

walkedtowardsuswiththem

Jess:iswearifUsithandilehassleptwiththesetwo,

iwilldie

Me:dramaticmuch?



Thisguyhasn'ttakenhiseyesoffme,I'meven

gettingabituncomfortable.Clearlytheyaretwins,

identical,sexytwinsinexpensivesuitsandcologne

Usi:guysthesearemycousins,Sabeloand

SambuloSmith

Jess:whichiswhich?

Theguythatwasstaringatmeanswers

??:I'mSambuloandheisSabelo

Hehasthatdeepandbroadvoice,italmostcreates

anechowhenhespeaks

Usi:thesearemyfriends,SimlindileandJessica



Sambulo:Simlindile

Inod,heisstarringatmeagainsoiquicklylook

away

Jess:andJessicabutplease,docallmeJess

Sabelo:we'llrememberthat.Wellweneedtoget

backtotheoffice

Usi:whatwereyouevendoinghere?

Sabelo:IwantedspaceforLwandiso.Heisstaying

withmenow

Usi:andthebothofyouhadtocome?

Sambulo:wearemorepowerfulwhenweare

together.

JesswaspracticallymeltingoverSabelowhichi

foundreallyfunnyuntilSambulowalkedawayfrom



themandcamemyway

Sambulo:Simlindile

Hesmiled,makinghimevensexierthanhealready

was.Iclearedmythroat

Me:Sambulo

Sambulo:wow

Me:what?

Sambulo:youarebeautiful

Usi:iknowright.herhusbandisoneluckyguy

Hefrownedandthesmiledisappeared

Sambulo:husband?YouaremarriedSimlindile?



Inodded,suddenlyfeelingguiltyaboutmymarriage.

Whatwitchcraftisthis?

Sabelo:ndodaiwillleaveyouhere.Weneedtoget

going

Sambulowasstillstarringatmewithconfusionon

hisfaceandicouldn'tlookathimanymore

Sambulo:uhmsorry,Ididn'tmeantostare.Sabelo

isright,weneedtogo.itwasnicetomeetyou

Simlindile

Jess:andJessica

Sabelolaughedandshookhishead

Sabelo:itwasnicetomeetyouguys.Mzala,

sizawthethaneh



Usi:alrightMzala
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<Sambulo>

Me:goodmorningfamily

Ikissmymom'scheekfirstthenmylittlesister's

beforesittingdownbetweenmydadandmylittle

brother

Mom:youlookextrahandsometoday

Ismile.Theloveisharewithmymother,makesit

hardforpeopletobelievethatsheisn'tmyreal

motherbutsheistheonlymotherI'veeverknown

Me:really?Maybeimightjustbringyouadaughter

inlawtoday



Dad:youknowwheniwasyourageialreadyhada

child

Me:Sabelohasyoucoveredinthatdepartmentold

man

Mylittlesiblingsandmymomlaughwhilemydad

gruntsinirritation.Sabelohashisownplace,he

hasachildsoitsamust.OursonLwandisois

9yearsold,hewasnamedafterourgrandfather

whodiedafewyearsago.

Shaka:bhutipleasedropusoffoncampus

Iturntolookatmyparents

Me:whenareyougettingthemcars?

Dad:whentheyhavedegrees

Somila:itsnousebhuti,evenifailedinconvincing

him



Mylittlesiblingsaremylife.Shakaandiarereally

close,despitethe8yearsagedifferenceandI've

veryoverprotectiveofSomila.Touchmybabysister

andiwillfuckyouup.Afterbreakfastweleave,i

dropthemoffatUKZNthendrivetotheoffice.I

smilewheniseethesignageatouroffice."Twice

theSmithAttorneys".Sabelocameupwithitand

it'scrappybutcatchy

Sabelo:youarelate

Me:udakiwe

AsmuchasmydadisXhosaandwegrewup

speakingisiXhosa,ijustprefertospeakZuluunless

I'mtalkingtomydad.Dadwillignoreyoustraight

upuntilyouspeakhislanguage.Itsfunnywhenhe

doesthattothewhitepeople

Him:youhavecourtat9andwehavetogotothe



schoolforLwandisoat10

Me:we?

Him:weareonebro.Halvesforlife

Me:thatshitascutewhenwewerekids.Its

ridiculousnowbutbecauseilovemyson,I'llshow

up.Justdon'tleaveme

Igetmygownfrommyoffice,headtocourt.Idoa

coupleofapplicationsandI'mdonein45minssoi

drivebacktotheoffice.Myimpatientbrotheris

alreadywaitingformeattheparkinglot

Sabelo:youwantyoursontonothaveaschool

Me:ndodarelax,I'mhere.Letsgo

Themeetingwiththeprincipalgoesratherwell,i

expectedthatthough.Sheisafemale,wearesexy

mensoreallynoonecanresistus.Aswewalkout,

mycousinUsithandileapproachesus.Ihadeven



forgottenthatsheteacheshere.ItisafterI've

huggedherthatiseeanangel.Noexaggeration.

Me:Mzalawhoisthat?

Usi:letmeintroduceyouguys

Iwanttotakemyeyesoffherbecausecreepy

staresarenotsexybutitsasifI'munableto.I've

hadwomenbefore,tonsoftheminfactbutnever

haveieverseenawomanlikethis.Sheisperfect

fromheadtotoe,althoughIthinkshewouldlook

evenmorebeautifulwithoutthemakeup.Ichuckle

tomyselfathowshysheisbeing.

Me:Simlindile

Simi:Sambulo

Me:wow

Her:what?

Me:youarebeautiful



Sheblushesandmywholeworldstandsstill.Well

forjustafewsecondsuntilmycousinburstsmy

bubble.Howisshemarriedwhenshelooksso

young?Ican'ttakemyeyesoffher.Ificouldjust

gethersurname,I'llhavehernumberbeforethis

dayisover

Me:itwasnicetomeetyouSimlindile

Simi:likewise

Me:ididn'tgetyoursurname

Sabelo:ndodayou'llfindmeinthecar

Iignorehim.Myfocusisonmyfuturewife.Ideal

withdivorcecaseseveryweeksoiknowmarriages

end

Simi:SimlindileNgcobo.MrsSimlindileNgcobo

Me:ngikubizengomabani?



Simi:MaMthembu

Inodwithasmilebeforewalkingaway.Jackpot.I

haveallherdetails,I'lljustforwardittomyPIand

hewillsortmeoutwithalltheinformation

Sabelo:andnow?

Me:can'tamansmile?Isitacrimeforamanto

smile?

Helaughedthenshookhishead

Me:dawgdidyouseeher?

Him:ubani?Usithandile'smarriedfriend?

Me:voetsekwhydoyouhavetosayitlikethat?

Him:becauseyouwon'tgether.Sheismarriedand

wedon'tdomarriedwoman.ThatJessicathoughis

somethingelse



Me:yourtypebro.WhiteandDesperatearenotmy

typeofwomen

Heflickedmethemiddlefingerandijustlaughedat

him.AftertextingmyPIallthedetails,hesaidhe

willgetbacktomeandIhummedabeautifultune

withthebiggestsmileonmyface

Sabelo:itsgoingtobealongfucknday

Me:notifyouareashappyasIam

Wegettotheofficeandthereisanewfileonmy

desk.Theregoesmyhappymoodbuttheni

rememberthatilovewhatido.Igothroughit

beforesummoningmyCAtomyoffice

Kamo:yessir

Me:newcase.Weareneededatthepolicestation



Itosshimthecarkeysandhefollowsbehindme

Me:didyoutakethefile?

Him:ohshit,ithought...

Me:justgogetit

Herushesbacktotheofficethenwedriveofftothe

policestation.Policehatelawyers,itsnosecretand

thereisthisonecopthatparticularlyhatesSabelo

andI

Ngcobo:ohfucknhell

Me:detectiveNgcobo

Ngcobo:ufunaniSmith

Me:ngifunaumuntuwamFuze

Ngcobo:wedon'tkeepprostituteshere,youknow

that



Kamohelolaughs,irritatingmebutigivehimthe

necessarylookandheshutsup

Kamo:sorry

Me:NgcoboIwantmyclient.Unlessyou'vetaken

thebloodtests,youhavenoreasontokeephim

here

Ngcobo:wewerestillwaitingforthenursetoarrive

Me:arrivefromwhere?Ngcobothisisawasteof

mytimeandmoneyandthestates'money.Release

theman,youdon'tevenknowifhewasreallydrunk

Ngcoboisveryshorttemperedwhichiswhyilike

dealingwithhim,hemakesmyjobveryeasy.Wego

backandforthuntiliwinobviouslyandtheawaited

nursedoesn'tarrive

Me:itsalwaysapleasureFuze

Ngcobo:fuckoffSmith.Onedayisoneday.Every



doghasitsday

Ilaugh

Me:notinthislifetime

IturntoKamo

Me:behavelikethatagainandyouwillbeoutofa

job.Idon'tcarewhoyourmotheris,Iamyourboss

Icanseethetearsinhiseyes.Yhoiweaklentwana

andiblamehisparents.They'vebabiedhimtoo

much

Kamo:I'msorrysir.Itwillneverhappenagain
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<Sabelo>

Iknowmybrother,heckI'veknowntheidiotmy

wholelifeandIknowheisinlovewithUsithandile's

marriedfriendwhichmeansineedtogearupeither

tosavehimfromabrokenheartorgoingtowar

withahusband.Heisthesoftonebetweenthetwo

ofus,heseesthegoodinpeopleatalltimesuntil

youthrowhiminthecourtroom.That'swhenyou

seeanothersideofhim.Attheendoftheday,i

leavehimattheoffice.Heslightlylovesthisjob

morethanido,Iontheotherhandhaveapassion

formoney,that'stheonlyreasonI'minthis

business.Asidrivehometopickupmyson,i

receiveacallfromfromagirlI'mcurrentlysleeping

with.Wearenotinarelationship,wearejusttwo

damagedpeoplethatuseeachotherforsexsowe

don'thavetodealwithourdemons.Ihavemommy

issues(apparently)andshedefinitelyhasherfair

shareofissues.Awholevariety.

Me:heyyou



Noticehowidon'tusepetnamesorfancyshitlike

that?I'mnottheaffectionatetypeandifiknowyour

name,whyshouldicallyoubyanythingelse?

Thandi:hey,unjani?

Me:ndigrandandwena?

Her:I'mgood.Canicomethroughtonight?

Me:ithinkwearegoingtohavetoputthisonice

fornow.untilI'vesortedouteverythingwithregards

tomykid

Her:andhowlongwillthattake?Itsalreadybeena

weekSabelo.IhaveneedsjustasyoudoandIdon't

giveyouexcuseswhenyoucomeknockingonmy

door

Ifiwasn'tdriving,I'dhavemyeyesshutrightnow.i

hatehavingtoexplainmyselfunnecessarily.

womenliketoberanafter,repeatingthesamething

andaskingthesamequestionsallthetime.



Me:jongaThandi,I'llcallyouwhenI'msettled.I'm

drivingrightnow

Her:don'tbother

Shehangsup.Ichuckletomyself,I'mgoingtofuck

thischicksenselessoncemylifeissettled.sheis

goingtowishshehadn'tdonethat.Whenipullup

atmyparents'house,myheartdoescartwheels.

Thereisjustsomethingaboutbeingherethat

warmsmyheartandithasalottodowithmy

motherandmysiblings.Dadandiaretooalikeso

weclashalot

Mom:lookathowskinnyyoulook

Ihaven'tevengreetedandalreadysheisanalyzing

mybodyweight.Amiskinny?Hellno.iworkout,i

eatrightanditakecareofmybody.I'mnotagym

fanaticbutivisittheplaceatleast3timesaweek.I



hugmymother,placeakissonhercheekandsmile

warmly.Ilovethiswoman,morethanlifeitself

Me:maZulukaSmith

Sheblushes.Justthenmyoldmanwalksintothe

room.Wedon'thug.Ever

Dad:yandoda

Me:wassuptyma

Him:voetsek.Greetproperly

Ilaugh.that'smyfatherforyou.ThegreatLoyiso

Smith.IplayafewgamesofFifawithmylittle

brotherwhilewaitingforsupper.I'mnotleaving

withouteatingmymother'sfood

Me:how'sschool?



Shaka:itsallgood.Canicrashatyourplacethis

weekend?

Iturntolookathimbrieflybeforefocusingonthe

game

Me:ngoba?

Him:myfriendsandiwanttogoclubbingand

uyamazkalokutataandthestupidcurfew.Ican't

comehomeatmidnightonaFriday.That'slame

Ilaughed.Mydadisputtingthesetwothroughthe

mostbutitsprobablymom'sdoing,shebabies

themtoomuch

Me:uhmyeahsure,idon'tmindbutthatwould

meanifineedababysitter,youwon'tcomplain

Him:never.Yhothanksbhuti



Bythetimewehavesupper,Sambuloisbackand

heisstillwhistlinglikeanidiot.

Sambulo:mamarememberwhatisaidthismorning

Dad:withamouththatbig,yousayalotsobe

specific

Sambulo:ndithethanomamakalokoldman,relax

Mydadgruntedandilaughed.Hehatesbeing

calledold.Idon'tknowhowheexpectstobeyoung

at63.Njani?

Mom:youaregettingmeadaughterinlawtoday

Sambulo:exactly.Sheissoperfect,iknowyouwill

loveher

Me:youarestillgoingonaboutthatgirl?She

belongstosomeoneelsendoda,muyeke

Sambulo:hayichatodayisonehellofaday,

ngikhulumanomamawamandyetotherpeople



keepbuttingin.We'llcontinueThislaterwena

mama.Whencertainpeopleabanomonaareno

longeraround

Afterdinner,LwandisoandIdrovehome.It'shis

firstdayatschooltomorrowandistillneedtosort

outhisuniformandallthatnonsense.I'mgoingto

fuckupthissingledadnonsensesomuch,ican

alreadyfeelit.

Me:OKndoda,takeashower,brushyourteethand

gotobed

Lwandiso:can'titakeabath?

Me:hellno.Mendon'ttakebaths.Ever.Thatshitis

gay

Hegivesmeaconfusedlookafterthelast4words

escapemymouth.Fuck.KaneneI'mnotsupposed

toswearinfrontofachild



Me:nevermind.Justtakeashower.Itsmore

hygienic

Iwasdonewitheverythingat11pm.Uniformironed,

lunchmadeandbookspacked.I'mtired,nah

scratchthat,I'mexhausted.Myeyesshutthe

momentmyheadhitsthepillow.Asexhaustedasi

am,Iamhappytobelivingwithmyson.I'magood

dad,thatmuchiknow.SamewayiknowI'magreat

brothertoo.

ThenextdayI'mwokenupbyaknockonthedoor

beforemyalarmgoesoff.Whothehellcouldthat

beandwhywouldthesecuritiesallowavisitorin

withoutclearingitwithme?Icheckthetime,its

flippen5:45am.You'vegottobekiddingme.Ihead

forthedoor,clearlystillhalfasleep.Iopenitandmy

sisterfloatsin.Isayfloatsinbecausesheisdrunk

andidoubtherfeetarecarryingher.Sheisn'talone,

sheiswith2otherfriends

Me:Tshepiwhatthefuckbruh?



Tshepi:askiesmntasekhaya,wejustneedaplace

tocrash.wekindagotcarriedawaylastnight

Me:carriedaway?Howthehelldoyougetcarried

awayonaMondayandwhereisMazwi?

Mazwiisherboyfriend.Dadcan'tstandhimbut

becausehelovesTshepi,hetolerateshim.Theguy

hasweirdtendenciesofcontrollingmysisterbut

shedoesn'tseeit.I'velostcountonhowmany

timeswe'vetriedtomakeherseethelightbutshe

becomesoneofthe3blindmicewhenheisaround

Nkagi:theyfought

Tsholo:MazwiandLorenzodroppedusoffhere

Me:don'tyouguyshaveworktoday?

Tshepi:wedoandwe'llgo.Ijustneedanhouror

twoandI'llbefine

Iledthemtooneofthespareroomsandthey



passedoutbeforeireachedmyroomwheremy

alarmwasringing.Itookashower,pouredcereal

formyselfandLwandisothenwokehimup.Iwoke

mysisterupjustbeforeweleft

Me:leavemykeyswiththesecurityguard

Tshepi:shap

Me:I'llcallyoulater

Her:ifitstolectureme,ratherdon't

Me:likeisaid,I'llcallyoulater

Her:Iloveyou

Me:don't.youaresuckingupanditsnotgoingto

work

Soitturnsoutmybrother'scrushismyson'sclass

teacher.IunderstandSambulo'sobsessionwithher,

sheisbeautifulanddefinitelyhistypebutobviously

wewillnotignorethetinyfactthatsheismarried



MrsNgcobo:goodmorning

Ihonestlyforgothernamebuthersurnameis

writtenontheboard

Me:morning.Ijustwantedtomeethisteacher

beforeileft

Her:alright.willyoubepickinghimupordoeshe

useotherformsoftransportation?

Me:uhmI'llpickhimup

Her:OK

Isaidmygoodbyesthenheadedtotheoffice.asi

settledonmydesk,ireceivedatextfromThandi

"SOYOUDECIDEDNOTTOCALLBACKORARE

YOUSTILLDRIVING?"



Idon'thavetimeforthisnonsensesoiignoreitand

gettowork.Sambulohandlesallthelitigationand

courtappearanceswhileIdomostlytheoutof

courtthings.Idon'tlikethepressureofhaving

someone'slifeonmyhands.Itstoomuch.Myother

halfwaltzesintomyofficejustafterlunch.No

whistlingtoday,thanktheheavens

Sambulo:I'msohungry,whatdidyoueat?

Me:Nandos.here

Him:yhothanksbruh.TheVanWykattempted

murdertrialhasbeenadjourneduntilThursday

Me:greatthatgivesusmoretime

Heisalreadydevouringthechickenandtalkingwith

foodinhismouth.Heissuchamess

Me:yourgirlfriendisLwandiso'steacher

Him:getthefuckoutofhere.areyouserious?



Me:noI'mmakingjokes

Him:mxmfuckyou

Ilaugh

Me:okI'mserious

Hejumpsup,forgetsabouttheChickenandstarts

doingsomestupiddance.
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<Simlindile>

WhenIgothome,IthoughtSandilewouldhave

gonealloutformybirthdaybuthewasn'teven

home.Maybehejuststeppedoutandhewillbe

backsoon.Idecidednottocook,itsmybirthday

afterallandwealwaysgooutfordinneronthisday.

Itookalongshower,justreflectingontheeventsof

today.IwonderwhyUsithandile'scousinkept



lookingatmelikethat.Itwasweird,noonehasever

lookedatmelikethat.Afterawhileigotoutthe

shower,gotdressedinwhitehighwaistjeggings

andadenimshirt,tuckedinatthefront.Iplacedmy

bluestilettosandmyhandbagintheloungewhileI

waitedformyhusband.Minutesturnedtohours

andtherewasnothingfromhim.Itriedcallingbut

hekeptdecliningmycall.Itwasonlywhenthe

soundsoftheGenerationstitlesequencefilledmy

livingroomthatiacceptedwhatihadbeenindenial

aboutforhoursnow.Hewasn'tcominghome.I

changedintomynightdress,defrostedworsand

steakthencookedpapandchakalaka.Ineeded

somethingquickandfilling.HowcouldSandiledo

thistome?Heknowsjusthowmuchmybirthday

meanstomebutgetdecidestotreatthemost

importantoneasjustsomerandomday.Asigetin

bed,ireceiveacallfromUsithandile

Me:heyfriend

Usi:bitchwhydidn'tyouremindmethatitsyour

birthdaytoday?



Me:isthatsomethingireallyneedtoremindyou

about?

Her:yes!EspeciallywhenJessisinwhoremode

andtalkingaboutmenallday

Ilaughedsoftly.Jessisreallyfascinatedbythe

Smithtwins.shejustwouldn'tshutupaboutthem

Me:it'sOKfriend.It'sjustanotherday

NotreallybutbecauseofSandile,itfeelslikejust

anotherday

Her:ohhellno.I'llmakeituptoyouthisweekend.

wearegoingoutandI'mnottakingnoforan

answer

Me:nomyfriend,itsfinereally

Her:Fridaynightwearepaintingthetownred.I

havetogo.loveyouandenjoythebirthdaysex



Shelaughedandijustchuckled.Whatbirthdaysex

whenthemanisn'tevenhere

Me:byecrazy

Ihungupandtriedsleepingbuticouldn't.Ijust

kepttossingandturning.Diditbothermethatmy

abusivehusbandwasn'thomeat10pm?Yes,yesit

did.Iwasworriedinfact.Hisphonewasnow

ringingunanswered.Itookabookfromthenight

standandstartedreading,Iknowiwon'tbeableto

sleepsoimightaswellfeedmyimagination.itwas

justaftermidnightwheniheardthedooropening

thenafewminuteslateriheardpotlidsopening

andthat'swhenigotoutofbedandwalkedtothe

kitchen

Me:yourfoodisinthemicrowave



Hedidn'tsayanythingbutpressedbuttonsonthe

microwaveanditstartedspinning

Me:wereyouworkingovertime?

Sandile:yes

Me:onmybirthday

Him:yes.Istillhaveajobwhetheritsyourbirthday

ornotSimlindile

Thosewordscutthroughmyheartlikeasharp

blade.Hewasn'tinthemoodtotalktomesoi

turnedonmyheelsandstartedwalkingaway

Him:uyaphi?

Me:I'mgoingtobed.itslate

Him:andwhowillservememyfood?

Andasifoncue,themicrowavebellrang.Isighed



softlyasiwalkeddeeperintothekitchen.Ipoured

waterinaTupperwarebasinthenkneeledinfrontof

wherehewasseated.yesikneelwheniservemy

husband.Ionceforgottokneelbecausewewere

talkingandhethrewthewaterinmyface.anyway

whenhewasdonewashinghishands,iplacedhis

foodonatraytogetherwithhiscutleryandacanof

coke.Sandiledoesn'tdrinkalcoholnordoeshe

smoke.Isatnexttohimwhileheate

Him:ididn'tforgetyourbirthdaySimlindile

Me:butyouwerenothere.Itsasgoodasforgetting

Him:ihadastressfulday,ididn'twanttotakeitout

onyou.nottodaysoitookovertime

Onewouldthinksomewhereinbetweenallofthis,

therewouldbeanapologycomingmywaybutthat

neverhappens.SandileNgcobodoesn'tapologize

Me:I'msorryyouhadastressfulday



Idotheapologizingforhim.Eventomyself.He

smilesthencontinueseating.whenheisdone,I

Washhisdishesthenwegotobed.AsI'maboutto

checkifmyalarmisswitchedontowakemeupfor

work,inoticeamessagefromanumberthat'snot

savedonmyphone

"HAPPYBIRTHDAYMAMVELASE.IHOPEI'MTHE

LASTPERSONTOSAYITANDITRUSTTHATYOU

HADAGOODDAY.ICAN'TWAITTOSEEYOU

AGAIN.GOODNIGHT.SAMBULO"

Ismiledbutpanickedabitbecauseidon't

remembergivinghimmynumberbutthenmaybeit

wasUsithandile.

Sandile:what'ssoamusingonyourphone?

Me:huh?

Him:youaresmilingtoyourself.What'ssoamusing?



Myheartstartsracing.Ihavetolie.IfI'mgoingto

makeitthroughthenightalive,Ihavetolie

Me:itsjustoneofthosefunnychainmessages.Its

fromJessica

Him:OK.Forwardittomeinthemorning

Me:it'snotthatfunny

Him:isaidforwardittomeinthemorning.I'll

decideformyself

Me:OK

Heinitiatedsex,iwasn'tinthemoodbuthewasso

thatmeansinhiseyesiamtoo.Thesexisgoodbut

that'sallitis,justsex.Heisroughandhedoes

theseweirdthingslikechokingmeandfuckingme

intheass.itsuncomfortablebutitmakeshimcum

harderthanalltheotherbasicthingswedo.The

nextdaywhenIsawSabelo,iknewitwasn't

Sambulo.hedidn'thavethatwarmthinhiseyeslike



Sambulodoes,insteadhiseyeswerehardandcold.

DuringrecessJessorderedNandosfordeliveryand

becausewecanbestingy,welockedourselvesin

herclassroom

Usi:sowhatdidthehusbandgetyou?

Me:sex

Irolledmyeyesasitookabiteintomyflamegrilled

chickenwing.IcouldfeelthemstaringbutI'mnot

goingtoentertainthem.We'vebeenfriendsforjust

overayearbuttheydon'tknowtheinsandoutsof

mymarriage.Idon'tneedthepitylooksandthe

neverendingadvice.Justthinkingaboutitistiring

Jess:okandwhatelse?

Me:Usithandilewhydidyougiveyoucousinmy

number?



Shefrowned,herandJesssharedwhatlookedlike

amomentthenlookedatme

Me:what?

Jess:firstlyyouarebeingcageyaboutthehusband

Usi:secondlyyouarechangingthesubject

Me:tellhimidon'tappreciatehistexts

Againtheylookedateachother.Theyareclearly

havingsomesecretconversationthatI'vebeen

excludedfrom.idon'tcare,aslongassheknows

howifeelaboutthewholething

Usi:letmeseethetext

Ifidgetaroundmyhandbagbutican'tfindmy

phone.DammitIforgotthedamnthingontheside



pedestal

Me:I'llforwardittoyoulater.iforgotmyphone.it

wasn'tanythingfancy,justwishingmeahappy

birthdayandstoplookingateachother,youare

annoyingme

Jess:I'mjusttryingtounderstandwhat's

happeninghere

Usi:yeahmetoo

Me:whatdoyoumean?Youarebusydishingout

mypersonalinformationtoyourfamilymembers

Ididn'trealizethatIwasannoyedbythisuntilnow.

Theleastshecouldhavedoneischeckwithme

Usi:friendIhaven'tspokentoanyofmycousins

sincetheylefthereyesterday

Me:thenwheredidhegetmynumber?

Jess:themoreimportantquestioniswherehe



foundyournumber,wasn'tmynumbercloseby?

Simiismarried,I'msingle.I'mtheoptionthat

makessensehereoramitheonlyonethatsees

that?

Ilookather,Usithandilelooksather.Wekeepour

staresgoingforawhile

Jess:what?I'mjustsaying

Usi:don'tworrymylittlewhorefriend,wearegoing

clubbingonfriday,you'llfindyourguy

Ilaugh.I'velongforgottenthatiwasannoyedwith

thesepeoplenotsolongago

Me:I'mprayingforyou

Usi:inyourprayers,kindlyincludethatIlikemy

mentall,caramelandloaded

Jess:ijustlikeminestraightandsexy.I'mnotpicky



atall

Thebellrang,savingmefromthesetwoidiotsi

calledfriends.therestofthedaywasjustmellow,

nothingexcitinghappened.WellI'maprimary

schoolteacher,nothingexcitingeverhappens.

Whenthedaycametoanend,Iwassurprisedto

seeSandile'sFordRangerintheparkinglot.hewas

leaningagainstthepassengerdoorasifjust

waitingtoopenthedoorforme.
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<Sambulo>

Iwasabithurtwhenshedidn'trespondtomytext

butIamevenmoremotivatedtogoafterher.There

isnowayinhellthatI'llletawomanlikeSimlindile

slipthroughmyfingers.I'mjustgoingtohavetobe

strategicaboutthisandnowthatIknowwhoher

husbandis,thisjustgotalittlemoreexcitingforme.

NgcobobetterbringhisAgametothisparty

becauseI'minlovewithhiswifeandI'llstopat



nothingtomakehermine.Afterhavinglunchwith

mybrother,iwentbacktomyownofficeandtried

tocallherbutherphonerangunansweredtwice

beforeamalevoiceanswered.Holyfuck

"Hello,"

Iwanttosaysomethingstupidjusttopisshimoff

butthisisn'ttherightenvironmentsoijusthungup.

Ialsodidn'twanttogetSimlindileintrouble,Iknow

I'dlosemymindifsomeguyspokecraptomeon

mywife'sphone.

AsperusualIendedupleavingtheofficelate,this

VanWykcaseisthefirstcaseI'vestruggledwith

sincemyfirstyearofarticles.Therearetoomany

looseendsandIdon'tthinkmyclientisbeing

completelyhonestwithme.

Me:I'mlockingup

Kamo:I'mcomingsir



Heclearedhisdeskandfollowedmeout.Ilocked

upandwewentourseparateways.Idon'tknow

whathaddistractedmetotheextentthatididn't

realizethatthetrafficlightwasredbecauseidrove

straightthroughitandanoncomingcarcrashed

intomycarontheside.Ihavetogivepropstothe

driver,hereallydidtrytoavoidmycarbuttheweird

partisthathedidn'tstop.Hejustdrovepastbuti

wasn'tbadlyinjured,justacutonmyarmandon

myforeheadandithinkmylegisbroken

Mom:areyouOK?Whathappened?

I'vebeenatthehospitalforacoupleofhoursnow,

myarmhasbeenstitchedup,myforehead

plasteredandmylegisintheair.itsdefinitely

brokenandI'mdrunkonpainkillers

Me:I'mfinemama.I'malive



Dad:whathappened?Whocrashedintoyou?

Me:itwasmyfault.idrovethrougharedrobot

Dad:mxmtuckshoplicensedriving

IwanttolaughbutI'mtoodrowsybutmymom

smackedhimontheshoulderwithherhandbag.

BeforetheyleftSabeloarrived,hedidn'tlook

worried.Iseesomuchofmydadinhim,itscrazy.

Thisniggalackssomuchemotion,weallknowhe

caresbuthewouldnevershowsit

Sabelo:areyouawake?

Me:barely

Him:whodidyoupissoffthistime?

Ichuckledsoftly.Trusthimtopasssuchcomments

atatimelikethis



Me:nooneman.Iwastexting

Him:withyourphoneinyourpocket?

Me:OKmaybeIwasn'ttextingbutbruhthiswasan

accident.arealaccident,notoneofthosethatwe

usuallyhavetocoverup

Hekeptquietbuthewasdeepinthoughtwithhis

armsburieddeepinhispocketsandpacingallover

theroom

Him:I'mfeelingabituneasyaboutthisaccident.

Youweredrivingmycar,welookalikeandIthink

thiswastargetedandsetup.Iamthetarget

Me:dawgstopbeingsoparanoid.ifuckedupand

I'msorryaboutyourcar

Hedrivesmycarlatelybecauseitischildfriendly

unlikehis2seaterconvertible.Ijustlikehiscar

becauseitsfastbutthatthingisn'tsafe,hadinot

beenwearingmyseatbelt,iwouldhaveendedupin



PMBwhenicrashed.Ispentafewdaysinhospital,

ihatedeveryminuteofitbutiwasworkingjustto

keepmyselfbusy.Kamobroughtmyfilesevery

morningandpickedthemupintheafternoon,Iwas

doingconsultationsviavideocallandKamowould

takenotes.Iwouldn'tsurvivedoingnothingand

sittingonmyowntheentireday.I'minasingle

wardsoimagineallthatsilence.Twodaysbeforei

gotdischarged,Idecidedtotakeawalkaroundthe

hospital,justtogetusedtothismoonbootandthe

crutches

"Andthenwena?Whofuckedyouup?"

Iturnedaround,Usithandileandherfriendwere

approachingthereceptiondeskfromtheentrance.

Shehuggedmeandsodidthefriend

Me:fuckedmeup?NahMzala,idon'tgetfuckedup.

youshouldseetheotherguy,hisfamilycameto

pickhisBodyupthismorning



Sheknewiwasjokingbutthefriendseemedabit

shaken

Me:I'mjoking.

She(thefriend)sighedasighofrelief

Usi:sowhathappened?

Me:carcrash.I'vebeenherefortwoweeksnow

Usi:twoweeksforabrokenleg?

Me:iaskedfortheextra3days,I'mavoidingmama

fussingoverme

Shelaughed.Ourmothersarequiteclosesoshe

knowshowmymotherfussesoverus.Asgrownas

weare.



Me:anywaywhatareyouguysdoinghere?

Jess:weareheretoseeSimi

ShehadtoReintroduceherselfbecauseihad

completelyforgottenhername.SeeSimi?What

waswrongwithSimi?Iwasfrowning

Usi:wedon'tknowwhathappenedbutshehas

beenheresincethenightafterherbirthday

Me:whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknowwhat

happened?Whatdoesshesaywhenyouaskher?

Theybothlookedateachotherbutdidn'tgiveme

ananswer.Iwasgettingagitatedandannoyed.

Theyarehidingsomething

Me:Usithandile

Usi:shecan'tspeakatthemoment



Myfrownintensified,myheartwasnowbeatingin

mythroatbutmorethananything,Iwantedtosee

her

Me:I'mcomingwithyou

Usi:itsbadmzala,onlyafewpeopleareallowedto

seeher.herhusbandmadealistofwhoshouldbe

allowedin

Me:fuck!IhavetoseeherUsithandile,justsoi

knowshereallyisOK

Jess:shewillbeOK.I'lltellheryousaidhi

Suddenlyiwasnolongerinthemoodforthisstupid

walksoiwentbacktomyward,dialedSabelo's

numberandwaitedforhimtoanswer

Sabelo:shouldn'tyoubeharassingnursesthere

insteadofharassingme?



Me:ineedyoutocomepickmeup

Him:they'vedischargedyou?Ithoughtyoustillhad

twomoredays

Me:ndodajustcomepickmeup

Him:what'sgoingon?

Onlynowhestoppedjokingaroundandstarted

takingmeseriously.Ittookhimawhole30minutes

toarriveanditfeltlike30daystome.Wesortedout

thepaperwork,hecarriedmybagandweleft.He

hasn'tsaidmuchsincehewalkedinbutthe

momentwegotinthecarhegavemealookthat

toldmetobetterstarttalking

Me:Simlindileisinhospital

Hefrowned

Me:yourson'sclassteacher



Him:ohmakessensewhyihaven'tseenher.i

thoughtmaybeshechangedclassesorsomeshit

likethat.sowhatdoesthathavetodowithyou?

Me:someonehurther

Him:youdon'tknowthat

Me:mygutfeelingistellingmethat

Him:evenifthat'sthecase,itsnoneofyourfuckn

businessSambulo.sheissomeone'swife,lether

husbanddealwiththisshit

Hereversedoutofthehospitalparkinglotand

drovetowardsthedirectionofhishouse.mywhole

bodyturnedtofacehim.amibeingkidnappednow?

Him:youknowmamawilldriveyoucrazy,I'mdoing

youafavor

Me:shewillkillusbothwhenshegetstothe

hospitalanddoesn'tfindus

Him:I'llhaveSomilakeepherbusy.Speakingofour



sisters,Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutsomethingthe

otherdaybutyourdumbasshadtogetyourselfin

anaccident

Me:mxmgetoverit.what'sup?

Him:yoursisterrockedupatmydoorat5:30amon

aTuesdaydrunkasaskunk

Idon'tknowwhyheistellingmethisbecauseI've

toldhimrepeatedlythatI'mnotinterestedin

Tshepi'sconstantattentionseekingstunts.People

heragehavelongsortedtheirlivesoutbutshe

doesn'twanttosorthersout

Me:hmm

Him:itsacryforhelp

Me:youknowitsnot.ifshecouldjustbreakupwith

thatboyfriendofhers,shewillseethelight.

Him:wellthat'snotgoingtohappensoweneedto

findotherwaystohelpher



Me:we?We?Nahdawgcountmeoutofthatshit

Him:Tshepisoisfamily,youdon'tgetcountedout

ofhelpingfamily

Beforeirealizedit,wewereparkedoutsidehis

house.Webothgotoutthecarbecausehehadto

helpmewiththebagandwhenIwassettled,heleft.

theguydidn'tevenmakemefood,somuchfor

havingabrothertoassistyou.Nowthatiwasalone,

Ihadtimetodigdeeperintowhatreallyhappened

toSimlindile.Idon'texpectSabelotounderstand

howifeel,thereisjustsomethingaboutthatgirl.
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<Sabelo>

ItsalongweekendsoIdropmysonoffwithmy

parentsthenheadtotheliquorstore.Itsbeena

stressfulcoupleofweeks,asmuchasiwastrying

tohideit,mybrother'saccidentreallyhitmehard.I

don'tthinkihaveitinmetogetthroughlifewithout



thatidiot.Evenwhenwewerestillkids,beforewe

movedtostaywithmamaandtata,itwasalways

justthetwoofushavingeachother'sbacks.Igeta

bottleofHennessey,stillwaterandabagofice

thendrivetomyplace.Mybrotherisstillstaying

withmeandidon'tcarethatheisonpainkillers,

todaywearegettingdrunk

Me:what'sthatsmell?

Sambulo:food.I'mcooking

Me:youarewhat?Youcan'tcook

JustthenThandiemergesfromthebathroomand

walkstowardsme.Whatinthedevil'shellisgoing

onhere?

Sambulo:lookThandiishere

Hechucklestohimselfthenpressesplayonhis



pausedFIFAgame.HeknowshowannoyedI'm

abouttoget

Me:andnow?

Thandi:IthoughtI'dsurpriseyouandSambulo

complainedofhungersoIfiguredI'dcook

I'msoconfused,dumbstruckandslightlypissedoff

rightnowsoikeepquiet.Afterpouringmyselfa

drink,Idownitthenheadtowardsmybedroombut

stopafteronlytakingafewstepsandturnaround

Me:areyoualmostdone?

Thandi:I'mdone.Iwanttogetwinethencomechill

withyouguys

Me:yizaphafirst.Iwantustotalk

Shefollowsmeintomybedroomthenclosesthe

doorbehindher.We'vebeendoingthisforawhile,



sheknowsmyrulesandherjustbeinghereisin

violationofmorethanonerule

Her:areyoumadthatI'mhere?

I'mslowlyunbuttoningmyshirt,ihavemyback

towardsherandthedoor.Iwantherherebutatthe

sametimeI'mpissedthatsheshowedupatmy

placeunannounced.Justasitossmyshirtinthe

washingbasket,ifeelherbodyagainstmyback

andherhandsonmystomach

Her:Imissedyou

Sheplantsakissonmyshoulderblade,herhands

moverlowertowardsmybeltbuckleandwithevery

touchsheplacesonmybody,ifeelmyselfgetting

turnedon.Thefuckeduppartisthatmegetting

hornydoesn'tmeanmyangerisgoingaway



Me:youbrokemyrules

Iturnaroundandwearenowfacingeachother.All

thatisracinginmymindiswhatiwanttodotoher

andbecausesheisasscrewedupasiam,she

enjoyseverythingIdishouttoher

Her:Iknow

Me:why?

Her:Imissedyou

Mypantswerealreadybeingpulleddown,together

withmybriefsthenshestartedstrokingme.Ishut

myeyesanddugmyfingersonherwaistandmy

otherhandtightlypressedonthebackofherneck

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Her:this



SherubsherthumbovermytipandIalmostcum.

Sheknowsmyweaknesses,sheknowshowcrazyi

cangetduringsexbutshekeepscomingformore.I

pullherheadtowardsmineandkissherhardand

fast.itsalmostasifmypaceismatchingthatofher

handassheisstrokingme.Shepullsoutofthekiss

andsquatsinfrontofme.Beforeicanprotest,not

thatiwouldeverprotesttothis,sheisalready

suckingonme.Withmyhandfirmlyonherhead,

myeyesshutandmywaistmovingbackandforth.

Atthatmoment,allmyweeks'stressandfrustration

haveshiftedtothememberinthiswoman'smouth

andshewasdoingonefinejobinreleasingitfor

me.afterawhileipulledherup,gotridofthe

clothesthatareabarrierbetweenusandturnher

around.Iplaceonekneeonthecoucharmrest

whiletheotherrestsonthefloorandteaseher.

Grazingmytiponherclitfrombehind.Thisgother

wetter,meharderbutshewasn'tgettinganyofthis

rightnow.Notyet.Shebegged,shepleadedand

thatgavemesomuchpowerandcontroloverher.I



walkedaway,grabbedacondomfrommy

nightstand,rolleditonandgotbacktobusiness.i

slammedintoherandshescreamed

Me:mybrotherisintheotherroom.Keepitdownor

elseI'llhavetogagyou

Ihadmywaywithher...frombehind,againstthe

wall,onthecouchandeventuallypickedherUpand

placedheronthebedwithbothherlegsonmy

shouldersandmyfaceinchesfromhers

Me:youhunguponme

Her:Iwaspissed

Atthispointicanfeelherjuicesonherthighsand

minebecauseikeeprubbingmyselfagainsther.My

handgoesaroundherneckandigocrazy,

poundingherthenmovemyhandtoherbutt,

squeezingit



Her:ohfuckOKOKI'msorry

I'mclosetocoming,herwallshavetightened

aroundmesoican'tstopnow.Itfeelstoogood

Her:aaahshitSabeloI'msorryihunguponyou...

I'msorryibrokeyourrules

Shelikesthis.Mebeingroughonheriswhathas

keptusgoingforsolong.Thisisourdrug.Our

escape.Ourcopingmechanism.Igetthethrillfrom

hearingherbeggingme,apologizingandknowingi

havecontroloverheratthatmomentandshe

enjoysthepain.Thephysicalsexualpainnumbsall

thatemotionalshitshedoesn'twanttodealwith.

Thisishowwehavesex.Thisisasaffectionateas

itwillevergetbetweenus.That'showfuckedupwe

are



Me:ahhI'mclose

Her:I'mgoingtocum

Me:waitforme

ShecomesfirstandIfollowrightbehindherthen

welookateachother.I'mstillinsideherandher

legsarestillonmyshouldersandshesmiles

Her:canihavemylegsback?

Me:thatwasgreat

Ikissherbeforereleasingherlegsandpullingout

ofher

Her:Ishouldpissyouoffmoreoften

Aftershowering,sheleavestogetherwineandI'm

leftwithmybrotherwhoishavingthetimeofhis



lifewithmywhiskey

Sambulo:didyoureallyhavetofuckherwhileI'm

here?

Me:whatdidyouwantmetodowithher?Layin

bedandcuddle?

Ipouredmyselfadrink,connectedthejoystickand

playedwithhim

Him:whatareyourplanswiththischick?

Me:whymustihaveplanswithher?

Him:soyoujustgoingtokeepfuckingheruntil

kingdomcomes?

Me:untiligetboredandfindsomeoneelse.This

arrangementworksforus.Whatdidshecook

anyway?

Him:chickenandpasta.Itsgood.Ialreadyate



Heehthisonethinksthisishishouse.Wedecided

toturnthisintoanicechillsessionsoweinvited

ourfriends.Kuhle,Luke,OyintandoandPaulcame

throughwithMayaandZah.MayaisdatingLuke

andZahisdatingKuhle.Wechilledinthelounge,

drinking,talkingandplayingFIFA.

Maya:Ialsowanttoplay

Zah:yeahmetoo.Youboyscan'thaveallthefun

Me:thatwouldn'tbefairontheotherguyssowe

mightaswellswitchthisthingoff

Muchtomybrother'sprotest,iswitcheditoff,

pouredhimadrinkandforcedhimtogetoverit

Kuhle:tomorrowweareclubhopping.Wearetoo

youngtobesittingherelikethisthewholeweekend.

thereisnospaceformetoshowmyvoshoskills



Ntando:voshoskillsntwana?We'llopenacirclefor

younourighthere

Me:rightwhere?Forgetitbruh,I'malreadynursing

onepersonwithabrokenleg,I'mnotsigningupfor

anotherpatient

Kuhle:envyiswhatwecallallofthis.umonaaka

jealousy

Thegentsstayeduntil1amthentheyleftandi

droveThandihome.Iwasn'texactlysoberbutI

wasn'tsloshedeither

Thandi:Imetsomeone

Sheislikethiswhensheisdrunk,alcoholisatruth

serumtoher.Itsnotalwaysagoodthing?

Me:metsomeone?Phi?

Her:atwork.Heiseverythingyouarenot



Me:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Her:heisactuallyhuman.heissweet,hehas

feelingsandheiskindandnice

Me:ohsoifheissoamazing,whywereyou

suckingmydickjustafewhoursago?

I'mnotjealousbutI'moffendedandmyegoismore

thanjustbruised,itsparalyzed.Wearenotexactly

monogamousbutIdidn'tseethiscomingandi

don'tlikeit

Her:becauseyouhaveaholdoverme.Icouldbe

withtheperfectguybutIwouldstillwantyou

becauseonlyyougetme.onlyyouunderstandwhat

I'vebeenthroughandonlyyoucannumbme.that's

whyikeepcomingbacktoyoueventhough

sometimesyoutreatmelikecrap.Youfeellike

home.Asfuckedupasyouare

Iparkedattheparkinglotofherestatebutshe



didn'tgetout.IknowShestillwantstotalkandwe'll

probablyendupfuckingrighthereinthisparkinglot
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<Simlindile>

WhenIwokeup,ittookmeawhiletounderstand

andfigureoutwhereiwas.Iscannedtheroom,

whiteandbluewalls,blindsonthewindowsanda

flatscreenTVhangingfromthewall.I'mata

hospitalbutwhy?Ican'tseemtoremember

anythingbetweentodayandmycrazylunchwith

myfriendsbutIknowonlytwothingscouldhave

landedmehere,anaccidentormyhusband.IfI'm

tolditssomethingelse,I'llbeshocked.Mybody

doesn'tfeellikeitsmine,itfeelsheavyandpainful.I

won'tevengetstartedonthemassiveheadache

thatIhave.Whenthenursewalksin,whichis

probablyanhourorsoafterIwokeup,shegives

mealookofpitybeforeaddressingme

Nurse:youareup.Areyouinpain?



ItrytospeakbutIcan'tbecausemythroatis

painful.Almostasifitsburntontheinside.My

chestisalsopainfulandmybodyiswrappedin

bandagesfromthechestdown.Inodtothenurse,

nowthatI'mfocusingonmypain,Icanactuallyfeel

itandithurtslikehell.Sheinjectssomethinginmy

dripthenwalksout.Whenshereturns,sheiswitha

doctor.

Doc:I'mgladyouareawakeMrsNgcobo.thenurse

hasalreadygivenyousomethingforthepain.Can

yourememberanythingfromyouraccident?

Ishakemyheadslowly

Doc:yourneighborbroughtyouinafterrescuing

youfromyourburninghouse.Hesayshefoundyou

passedoutandbleedingonthefloor.youwere

stabbedmultipletimesonyourarms,thighs,



stomachandchest.oneofyourstabwounds

missedyourmainarteryby11mm.Youaretruly

luckytobealive

Noneofthiswasmakingsense.iwasstabbed?By

who?Why?Andwhat'sthisaboutmyhousebeing

burntdown?Nomantheremustbesomekindofa

mistake

Doc:yourthroatwillbepainfulforafewdaysdueto

thesmokeinhalationbutyouwillbefineandupand

runninginafewweeks.Itsamiracleyouarealive

andI'msureyourhusbandwillbepleasedtoknow

thatyouareawake

Myhusband!Thenitallcomesbacktome.slowly

atfirstbutbythetimeI'mleftaloneandasleep,it

comesbacktomelikeadream.WhenSandile

pickedmeupfromschool,hewasn'thisusualself.

Hewasquietandthathardlyhappens.evenwhen

heisangryandtakingitoutonme,heisvocal.He



shoutsandscreamssothissuddensilencewas

frighteningandworryingandwhyisn'theatwork?

Me:thisisasurprise

Sandile:hmm

Me:youarenotworkingtoday?

Him:no

Ishouldhaveshutupafterthatbutsomethingin

mejustwantedtokeephimtalking.Formyown

sanitybecausethismomentrightherewasdriving

mecrazy

Me:iseverythingOK?

Him:whywouldn'titbe?

Me:I'mjustasking.Youseemabittooquiet

Heswitchedtheradioonanditookthehint.shutup



Simlindile.Whenwegothome,hewentintothe

housefirstandifollowedthenhelockedthedoor.

Alarmbellnumber1

Him:yourphonehasbeenringingallday

Me:iforgotitinthemorning.didyoutrytocallme?

Him:lastnightisaidforwardthechainmessage

andwhatdidyoudo?

OhsotodayI'mgettingbeatenoverachain

message?Anonexistentchainmessage.luckilyi

deletedthatmessagejustafterswitchingoffthe

alarmthismorning

Me:iforgotlove.askies

Hewasn'thearingme,hiseyeshaveturnedredand

heislookingatmeasifI'msomekindofpreythat

hecan'twaittodevourandidon'tmeanthatina



sexyway.Myeyesfollowedhishandsmorethan

anythingandiwatchedashefishedformyphone

fromhispocketandthrewitatme.Thephone

landedonmychestandicaughtitbeforeitfellto

theground

Him:howstupidareyouSimlindile?Orratherhow

stupiddoyouthinkiam?Youarecheatingonme

now?WenaSimlindile,youthinkyouaresmart

enoughtopulloffanaffair

OKI'mconfused.HeknowshowmuchIfearhim.I

don'tevenlookatothermen.Heknowsthis

Me:FuzeI'mnotcheatingonyou

Him:musaukungenzaislimamahnSimlindile.Your

stupidboyfriendcalledearly.Hekeptcallingand

whenIAnsweredhehungup

Me:sthandwasamiidon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout.Maybeitwasawrongnumber



Hewalkedtowardsmeandisteppedbackuntilmy

backwasagainstthewallandhewasjust

centimetresfromme

Him:youthinkyoucanleavemeandbewithyour

boyfriend?Itsnotgoingtohappen.Wesaiduntil

deathdousapartandsinceyouwanttopartfrom

me,todayI'mgoingtokillyou

Me:ididn'tdoit.I'mnotcheating.Pleaselistento

me

Ifelthisfistonmystomachbeforeicouldeven

registerwhatwashappening,sendingthemost

excruciatingpaintothepitofmystomach.Ifeltlike

Iwasgoingtovomit.Hepulledmebymyhairand

draggedmetothecouch.Mycriesfellondeafears

ashetoremyclothes,kickingandpunchingmeon

mynakedskin.AtsomepointIfellonthetiles,

hittingmyheadonthehardsurfaceandthat'swhen

ipassedout.Iwasgratefulforthatmoment



becauseIwasnolongerfeelingthepainbutthat

feltasthoughitwasshortlivedbecauseIwas

wokenupwithasplashoficecoldwater.Iwanted

mybodytogonumb.Forthefirsttimeinallmy

25yearsoflife,Iwantedtodie.thepainIwas

feelingfeltworsethandeathitselfandineededGod

tofreemebecauseIknowIwon'tmakeitoutof

herealive

Him:I'velovedyouSimlindile,I'vetakencareofyou

andyouthrowthatbackinmyfacebycheatingon

me.Aminotenoughforyou?ThereisnothingI

haven'tdoneforyoubutyoujustwanttobeabitch

Witheverywordheuttered,hispocketknife

penetratedanareaonmybody.Hemadesuretobe

stabbingmythighswhenhespokeaboutme

cheatingonhim,whenhecalledmeawhoreanda

bitch.IwishicouldpinpointtheexacttimethatI

passedoutbutIknowitwasbeforehesetthe

houseonfire.Hemusthavereallythoughthehad



killedme.Whathappensinaperson'smindtothink

heownsanotherperson,tothinkitsyourrightto

playgodwithaperson'slife?Isitstilllovewhen

youinflictsomuchpainonsomeonebecausethe

personwronged?Kantiwhereandwhendidthe

definitionoflovelinkupwiththedefinitionof

ownership?

Iwokeupcrying.themanilovedidthistome.Iam

herebecauseofhimandeventhoughheknowshe

almostkilledme,eventhoughheknowsI'mvery

muchaliveandeventhoughsomewhereinhisheart

ormindheknowsiwouldn'tcheatonhimandthat

allofthiscouldneverhavebeenmyfault,iknowI'll

endupapologizingandhewillwantustocontinue

withlifeasweknowitbecauseheneverapologizes.

itisalwaysmyfault.Iprovokehim,ipushhim,i

disrespecthimandIcheatonhimandthat'swhyhe

beatsme.Heisneveratfault,I'mjusttheLucifer

thatmarriedanangelandthat'swhyGodnever

hearsmyprayers.Ibeggedtodiethatnightbutlook

whereiamnow.Goddoesn'tcareaboutSimlindile,

Goddoesn'tknowSimlindilebutstupidmeisat



churcheverySunday,praying,praisingand

worshipingamanthatcouldn'tbebotheredwithme.

MylifehasbeensparedbecauseSandile,my

belovedhusbandisn'tdonewithmeyet.

Myfriendshavebeenshowingupformeandthis

isn'tsomethingI'mgoingtoforgetanytimesoon.I

lovethattheyhaven'tstartedaskingquestionsbut

theycomeseemeeveryday.I'vebeenawakefora

fewdaysnowandIcanspeakwithoutmythroat

feelinglikeI'vejustswallowedburningcoalbutI'm

stillonaliquiddietwhichI'mhating.Ihaven'tseen

Sandile,apparentlyhespeakstothenursesand

doctorsbutdoesn'tcomeintomyward.Ihaven't

thoughtabouthowourfirstencounterwillbelike

andhonestlyIdon'twanttocloudmymindwith

thatmuchnegativity.

UsithandilewalksinalreadytalkingandJessicais

behindher

Me:andnow?

Usi:yourfriendisdroolingovermenagain



Jess:itsallowedwhenI'msingle

Usi:itsweirdformebecausethat'smycousin.

anywayfriendSambulosaidweshouldsayhi

I'vealwayswonderedifitwashimthathadcalled

me.IfheisthereasonI'minhereandtheReasonI

almostdied.Iknowifheis,Iwillneverforgivehim.

Hehadnobusinesscommunicatingwithmeinthe

firstplace.
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<Sambulo>

MyresearchonwhathappenedtoSimlindiledidn't

getmefar,actuallyitdidn'tgetmeanywhere

becauseIdidn'tknowwhatiwaslookingforor

whereIshouldlook.IdelegatedthistasktoPeter,

myPIandItoldhimtotakehistime.Idon'tneed

himmissinganythingbecauseifitturnsoutthat

someonedidhurther,I'mgoingtokillwhoeverthat

personis.Sometimesithinkitscrazythatifeelso



stronglyaboutapersonI'veonlymetonce,

someoneI'vebarelyhadaconversationwithbutI'm

drawntothiswoman.Idon'tknowmuchabouther

butitsasifmyheartandmysoulhasknownherfor

alifetime.Itscrazyiknowbutwhenhasloveever

madesense?Afterthecrazylongweekendwithmy

friendsandmybrother,Idecidedtogopay

Simlindileavisit.Inordertogetin,I'dhavetogo

withUsithandilesoaftertakingashower,Icallher

Usi:heycuz

Me:myMzala,howareyou?

Her:I'mstillspendingmydayswithscreaming

7yearoldsthatIstillfeelaretoohyperactivefor

theirowngood

Ilaugh.sheisalwayscomplainingaboutherjob

andwhenIadvicehertoquit,shetellsmeunless

I'mofferingherajobthatensuresshegetstonot

workduringschoolholidays,sheisn'tquiting.



Me:I'mstartingtothinkyousecretlylovethatjob

Her:thenyourcarcrashwasworsethanithought

Wehadagoodlaughovermyaccidentandherjob

beforeIgotseriousandattackedthereasonforme

callingher

Me:IwanttoseeSimlindileandIneedyoutohelp

megetin

Her:I'dhavetocheckwithherfirst.shealready

thinksI'mtheonethatgaveyouhernumberandI

knowshewon'tbepleasedifIjustrockupwithyou

Me:understandableandmzalapleasebe

persuasive,don'ttakenoforananswer.TellherI'm

dyingfromalltheworry,Ihaven'teatensinceyou

toldmesheisinhospital.spiceitupnjemzala

Webothenduplaughingbutshepromisesshewill



comethroughforme.It'sbeenalmost4weeks

sincemyaccidentandtomorrowI'mgoingtowork.

MystitcheshavehealedandI'lljusthavetoget

ShakatodrivemetoworkbecauseasmuchasI've

enjoyedstayingwithmybrother,theguyeatsrabbit

food.Imissmymother'scookingandithinkimight

missmydad'sgrumpinessaswell.Around2pmi

receiveatextfromUsithandile

"LET'SMEETATTHEHOSPITALINANHOUR.YOU

BETTERLOOKMALNUTRITIONEDWHENWEGET

THEREBECAUSEITOLDSIMISOMESERIOUS

LIES"

MycousinisonecrazypersonbutIloveherforthis.

IcalledShakatocomepickmeupwithmyothercar

sowecanfetchLwandisoandafterpicking

Lwandisoupfromschool,wedroppedhimoffat

homewithmysisterthendrovetothehospital.

Usithandilewaswaitingformeinhercarsothe

momentIgotoutmycar,shegotoutaswell



Shaka:mustIwaitforyou?

Me:ufunaukojolawithmycar?

HehadasmirkonhisfaceandiknowI'maboutto

beliedto

Him:hayibhuti,I'mjustasking

Me:unamanga.Idon'tknowhowlongI'llbesoI'll

callyouwhenI'mdoneandntwanayoubetternot

havesexinmycar

Idon'tknowwhetherheisblushingorembarrassed

butsuddenlyhisfacesturnsashadeofpinkandI

laugh.That'swhathegetsforbeinglightskinned.

UsithandileandIshareahugthenwalktowardsthe

entrance

Usi:JessicawantsmetosetherupwithSabelo



Me:thatwillnotendwellforthatskinnywhitefriend

ofyours.Sabelowillbreakher

Shelaughs.I'mseriousthough,judgingbyhow

Thandiwasscreamingtheotherday,itwasn'tjust

pleasure.Painwasdefinitelyinvolvedtoo

Her:whitegirlsarefreakierthanblackgirls

Me:andtheyarecrazierandveryquicktoruntothe

cops.SetherupwithPaul

ShegivesmethesideeyeandIburstintolaughter.

shehashistorywithPaulbutthat'sastoryfor

anotherday.Wesortoutalltheadminatreception,I

hadtobuythereceptionistR250worthof"cold

drink"beforeIwasallowedtogoin.Moneytalks

andthatreceptionistdoesn'tunderstandwhat

negotiationmeans

Usi:beforewegoin,Ineedtoprepareyou.Itsnot



thatbadanymorebutbecauseyou'llbeseeingher

forthefirsttime,youmightbecaughtoffguard.

Don'tpityher,shehatesthat

Me:OK.Letsgoinalready,youarescaringme

Sheopensthedoorandwewalkin.Simlindilelooks

atmethenatmylegandmycrutches.Idon'tknow

ifitsmyimaginationbutIthinksheisworried.

AgainI'mstaringather,shelooksmorebeautiful

thanshedidthefirsttimeIsawher.Itsprobablythe

lackofmakeup.Itsbeensolongsinceilastsaw

herbutsuddenlyitfeelslikeitwasjustyesterday.

Shesmiles,probablybecauseI'vebeensmilinglike

anidiotsincewewalkedin

Usi:heyfriend.Howareyou?

Simi:I'mgood.WhereisJesstoday?

Shepauses,looksatmeagainthenlowershereyes



Simi:hey

Me:hey

Isitdown,placemylegonanotherchairwhile

UsithandilesqueezesherselfonthebedwithSimi

Usi:youknowhowgagashegetsaroundmy

cousins,ihadtoleaveher.Yourvoicesoundsbetter.

Whenareyougettingoutofhere?

Simi:onFriday.I'minnorushbecauseIdon'teven

haveahouseanymore

Usi:youknowyourmanwillmakeaplaninthat

departmentandifhedoesn't,youcanalwayscome

staywithme

Shetensesupatthementionofherhusbandbut

Usithandiledoesn'tnotice.Inoticebecausemy

eyeshaven'tmovedfromher.Astheyhavetheir

conversation,istudyherbody,thepatchesof

plastersalloverherarmsandchestmakemyblood



boil.shedoesn'tlooklikesheisinpainbutmybody

feelslikeitsfeelingthepainforher.whowoulddo

thistoawoman?I'mangry,idon'tknowatwhobut

IknowI'mpissedashell

Me:mzalapleasegetmebottledwater

Usi:ok.Frienddoyouneedanything?

SimishakesherheadandUsithandilewalksout,

leavingusaloneinawkwardsilence

Simi:whathappenedtoyourleg?

Me:ifitellyouwhathappenedtome,willyoutell

mewhathappenedtoyou?

Shedoesn'tanswerbutiseeatearrolldownher

cheekandmychesttightens.Iwanttoholdherbut

Idon'twanttohurther



Me:pleaseSimlindile

Her:Ican'ttellyou

Me:whynot?I'llprotectyouifyouarescared.I'ddo

anythingforyou.Justtellmewhathappened

Her:noonecanprotectmefromthisandIdon't

wanttoinvolveyou.Iwouldn'twantyoutogethurt

becauseofme

ForamomentwhenIlookather,IthinkofThandi.I

knowtheirstoriesareprobablydifferentbutbroken

isbrokenandthispersoninfrontofmeisabroken

womanbutIloveher.Withherbrokenpiecesand

all.

Me:Iwasinacarcrash3andahalfweeksago

Sheliftshereyesagain,wipeshertearsandlooks

atmewiththesamepityiwasadvisednottogive

her



Me:don'tworry,itwasn'tthatbad.I'mOK

Her:I'mgladtohearthat.SambuloI'msureyouare

agreatguybutI'mmarried

Me:areyouhappy?

Her:doesitmatter?ImadevowsandIpromisedto

honourthem

Me:sothat'swhyyoudidn'trespondtomytext?

That'swhyyoudidn'tpickupmycalls?

Thisconversationwasgoingwell.Ifeltasifwe

weregettingsomewherebutthemomentIasked

abouthernotpickingupmycalls,herexpression

changed.Shelookedacombinationofangryand

scared

Me:didisaysomethingwrong?

Her:youcalledme?When?

Me:thedayafteryourbirthday



Her:why?Whywouldyoudothat?

Shewasnowshouting,screamingandcrying.What

ishappeningrightnow?

Me:Simlindilecalmdown

Her:thisisallyourfault.GetoutSambulo.Iwant

youtoleaveandnevercomeback.Justleaveme

alone.

UsithandilewalkedinlookingasconfusedasIam.i

reallyhavenoideawhat'shappeningrightnowbut

I'mnotleaving.Notuntilshecalmsdownandstarts

makingsense

Usi:whatsgoingon?Icanhearyouguysallthe

wayfromdownthecorridor

Simi:Iwanthimtoleave



Usithandileturnstolookatmeandishrugmy

shoulders

Usi:whatdidyoudo?

Me:nothing.WeweretalkingandIaskedwhyshe

wasn'ttakingmycallsandshegotupset.She

startedshouting,Sayingitsmyfault.Idon'teven

knowwhatismyfault

Simi:justgetoutandifyouevercomenearme,I'll

getyouarrested.Staythehellawayfromme

Sambulo.Imeanit
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<Sabelo>

Me:whyareyoutellingmethis?Ifyoudon'twant

thisanymore,youarefreetowalkaway.Idon't

understandhowsuddenlyyouaremakingitmy

faultthatIunderstandyou



Ihavenumerousreasonsastowhyidon'tlike

relationshipsandno,myexdidn'thurtme.Shedid

cheatonmebutIwasalreadythewayIambeforeI

mether.Itsthereasonwhyshecheatedon,

becauseshewantedsomeonetomakelovetoher

andkissherforeheadevery2secondsoftheday

andI'mnotthetypetodothat.Formesexisa

reliever,itsaphysicalactlikeplayingsportsandI

don'tattachedemotionstoit.SneandIhappenedat

atimewhenIwasfindingmyself,atatimewhenI

reallycameintotermswithmylifeandmy

upbringing.Itwasn'tacoincidencethattheonlygirl

Ieverfuckedwithoutacondomsharesanamewith

thewomanthatabandonedme.

Thandi:youdon'tgetitSabelo

Me:thenmakemefuckengetitbecauserightnow

itsureashellsoundslikeyouwanttobewiththis

guy

Her:IcouldneverbewithhimbecauseI'mnotlike

himandheisn'tlikeus.Heisn'tgoingtounderstand



thatIdon'ttrustmenbecausetheonlymanihave

everlovedliedtomeaboutthemostimportant

thinginagirl'slife.doyouhaveanyideahowit

feelstogrowupknowingthatyoukilledyour

mother?Thatyouarealivebecauseyourmother

diedgivingbirthtoyou?Iwas4yearsoldwhenmy

dadtoldmethatstoryandfor8yearsIhatedmyself,

iblamedmyselfbuthehadnoideabecausehewas

dealingwithhisownfuckedupcraptonoticethat

hisdaughterwasdyinginside.wheniwas12years

oldhespringsitonmethatmymotherisalivebut

hehadhercommittedinamentalinstitution

becausesheiscrazy.

Me:Thandistop.iknowthisstory.Youtellittome

everytimeyouaredrunk

Shechuckles,throwsherheadbackontheheadrest

andcloseshereyes.itsthesamethingeverytime

sheisdrunkanditsasifwhensheissober,she

forgetsallofthis.I'mnotatherapist,Ican'thelpher

butiknowhowthisendseverytime.towardsthe

endshestartscrying,shebecomesvulnerableandI



gettheurgetotakeadvantageofthatandIfuckher

tosleep.shebegsmetomakethehurtinggoaway

andIdothat.Wearebothinthisforourownselfish

reasonsbutbecauseI'mtheonewiththepenisin

thisequation,I'llgetthejudgment

Her:beingafatherischangingyou.Justdon'tbe

likemyfather.Behonestwithyourkidbecausethe

liescausemoredamage.Iendedupbeingraisedby

acrazywomanwhocouldbarelytakecareof

herselfbecauseithoughtmyfatherwasabadman

forkeepingmeawayfrommymother.Iwasso

desperateforamother'slovethatiendedupbeing

amothertomymother.noguywillbeableto

handlethatSabelo.Onlyyoucan

Andthetearsstartedflowingbutforsomereason

I'mnotgettingturnedonbyhervulnerabilitytoday.

insteadforthefirsttimesinceI'veheardthisstory,i

feelbadforher.shethinksIcansaveherfrom

herself,shewon'tsayitbutiknowthat'swhyshe



keepstellingmethisstory.Idon'thaveitinmeto

beanythingbuttheguythattakesthepainawayfor

alittlewhile

Me:let'sgetyouinside

Itakeherbagandfollowhertoherhouse.After

openingthedoorandswitchingonthelights,ihelp

hertoherbedroom.Sheisn'treally'outofit'drunk

butsheisdrained.Ihelpheroutofherclothesthen

fetchpainkillersfromthebathroomcabinetand

givethemtoherwithaglassofwater.Ishouldgive

hertwoasperdosagebutigiveherfourthenget

herinbed.Istandoverherwithmyhandsinmy

pocketsandwatchher.

Her:doyouthinkthereishopeforpeoplelikeus?

Me:sleepThandi

Her:ormaybepeoplelikeusarenotmeanttobe

happy.wearejustmeanttostayfuckeduplikethis



untilwedie

Shegoesonramblinguntilshefallsasleep.Itext

SambulothatI'llcomebackinthemorningthenI

crashinthespareroomafterSwitchingthelights

off.Ilayawakeandstareintospace.Forsome

reasonithinkofmybirthmother.Shereallydidtry

tobeinourlivesbutthedamagewasalreadydone.

ItsnotthatIhateherbutIcan'tseemtoforgetthat

shewalkedawayfromus,thatshewent14years

withoutevenasingleattemptatmakingcontact

withus.MamadidagreatjobwithusandIloveher,

ireallydobutnothingchangedthefactthatthe

womanwhogavemelifedidn'twantme.Iwasa

rejectfromday1.That'swhyiamincapableof

bringingwomenbeyondthewallsIhavebuilt

aroundmylife.Itisbecausethefirstwomanthat

wassupposedtolovemeunconditionally,rejected

me

I'mwokenupthenextdaybyawarmsensationon

mygroinareaandaweightonmybody.Islowly

openmyeyesandtheylandonThandi.Sheison



topofmewithmeinsideher

Me:youknowrapeisacrimeinthiscountry

Shelaughsbeforerockingherhipsbackandforth

Her:Icouldn'tthinkofabetterwaytowakeyouup.

ItsnotoftenthatIwakeuptothesightofyou

Me:takingadvantageofmymorninggloryisee

Iflipheroverandwithinsecondssheisunderme.

Herarmspinnedaboveherheadandherlegs

aroundmywaist

Me:condoms?

Her:onthenightstandonyourleft

WehaveagreatmorningsessionthenIleave.I



havedonewaymorethanIshouldhave.stayingthe

nightwasalreadypushingthelimit.2dayslater,i

getbackfromworktofindmybrothersinmy

loungesmoking.IknowShakasecretlysmokesbut

Sambuloonlysmokeswhenheisreallypissedoff

orreallyhurt

Me:theleastyoucoulddoissmokeoutsidegents

Shaka:eishsorrybhuti

Itookabottleofwaterfromthefridgeandjoined

them.Sambuloisn'tOK,evenablindmancansee

that.itisjusttensedinthisroom

Me:what'sgoingon?

Shaka:ihavenoidea

Me:half?

HeIgnoresme



Me:Sambulo

Heignoresmeagain

Shaka:afterwecamefromthehospitalsomeguy

droppedanenvelopeforhimandhehasbeenlike

thiseversince

Me:whereistheenvelope?

Hepointstowardsonthecoffeetable.Iplacemy

wateronthefloorandtakeit.Ithasinformation

abouthisaccident,aboutSimlindileandher

husbandandthensomethingthatmademyblood

runcold

Me:halflet'stalk



Forthefirsttimeheseemstohearme.Hefollows

metomybedroomandshutsthedoor.Hepullson

hiscigarettethenpuffsthesmokeintheair

Me:weneedtocomeupwithaplanforthis

Sambulo:noneed

Me:whatdoyoumeanthereisnoneed?

Him:I'mgoingtokillhim

Hewalkstowardsmybedroomwindow,putsthe

cigaretteoutbeforethrowingthebudoutsidethe

window

Me:youaregoingtowhat?

Him:didyoureadthosedocuments?Thatsonofa

bitchhasbeenabusingSimlindileforyears.Hebeat

hertoamiscarriage,hehasbrokenbonesofher

bodyandnowsheisinhospitalwithmultiplestab

woundsbecauseofthatasshole.Idon'twanthimin



jailSabelo,IwanthimdeadandI'mnotjoking

Hepullsoutanotherpackofcigarettesfromhis

pocket,takesaloosecigaretteandlightsitbut

standsbythewindow.Hestartschucklingandijust

watchhim.ThethingwithmeisthatI'mconstantly

thewayIambutwithSambulo,whenhisanger

reachesthispointhecansmoke10packsof

cigarettesandstillwantmore

Him:Hetriedtokillmeovermedoingmyjoband

himbeingincompetentinhis.Hedoesn'tknowI'm

theonethatcalledSimlindiletheotherday.Idon't

careabouthislameattemptatkillingmebutwhat

hedidtoSimlindileisunforgivable.ImeanitSabelo.

I'mgoingtokillhimandIneedtoknowthatyouare

withmeonthis

Me:andwhataboutSimlindile?Thatisstillher

husband.Ifshefindsoutyoukilledhim,youwon't

standachancewithher.Shewillhateyou

Him:youthinkIwanttodothisbecauseIwantto



winherover?Simlindilealreadyhatesmebecause

sheblamesmeforwhatNgcobodidtoherbutI'd

ratherhavehersafeandhatingmethanhaveto

buryherwithoutherknowingThatIloveher.I'm

goingtokillNgcobobecauseiwanttoprotect

Simlindile,notbecauseIwanttoimpressher
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<Simlindile>

I'mgettingdischargedtomorrowyetIdon'tknow

whereI'llbegoingsinceihaven'theardorseen

Sandileforthewholeofmydurationinthisplace.

Itseitherheisavoidingmeorheismakingaplan

astowherewearegoingtolive.Thedooropens

andmysisterwalksinwithmymother.Ishouldbe

happyright?I'mmoreashamedthanhappy,Sli

knowswhatIgothroughwithSandileandwe

promisedeachotherthatwewon'tgetmymother

involvedinthis.Withherhighbloodpressureand

diabetes,shewouldn'tbeabletohandleknowing

thatherdaughterisapunchingbag



Mom:Simlindile.Mypoorbaby

Ismilefaintly

Me:hellomama

Mom:howareyou?Sandiletellsmethatyouguys

wererobbedandtheyburntdownyourhouse

Wow.Myhusbandreallyknowshowtoplayhis

cardsright.Ihaven'tseenhimbutyethestill

controlsmylifelikeapuppetmaster.Justpulling

thestringsineverydirectionandSimlindiledances

Sli:sowhereareyouguysgoingtolivenow?Ididn't

evenlikethathouseofyours.Itwasjustcoldand

lackedthewarmthofarealhome



Igiveherthesideeye,iknowwhatsheistryingto

doandIwon'tallowhertodoitinfrontofmy

mother

Me:I'mbetternowmama.I'mgettingdischarged

tomorrow.Howareyou?How'sthebloodpressure?

Mom:I'mfineSimlindile.Youworrytoomuch.Let

meworryaboutyouforonce.Sandilesayshisteam

isworkinghardtofindthecriminalsthatdidthisto

you

Me:youandSandilehavebeentalkingalotlately

Sandile:hawlove,yousaythatasifitsabadthing

Mywholebodygoescoldatthesoundofhisvoice.

Ididn'tevenhearhimcomein,idon'twanttolook

athimbutIfeelhimcomingclosertothebedI'm

layingon.heplacesalongpeckonmyforehead.I

wanttopushhimawaybutmymotherishereand

shethinkswehaveaperfectmarriageandthathe

istheperfecthusband



Sli:Sandile

Sherollshereyesasshesayshisname.My

husbandandmysisternevergotalong.Slindileis

2yearsolderthanmeandsincedayoneshehas

warnedmeaboutSandilebutIwasyoung,naive

andinlove.Sandilegivesherafakesmile

Sandile:Slindile.Longtimenosee

Sli:you'dseemoreofmeifyoudidn'tpushallofus

outofSimlindile'slife

Sandilefrowns,looksatmebutihavenointerestin

lookingathimrightnow.Mystomachisturningas

mymindreplaystheeventsofthelasttimehimand

iwereinthesameroom.

Sandile:ifthatisthecasewhywouldifetchyou



guysfromeMlazitocomeseeyoursister.you've

alwayshatedmeSlindileandnowyouaretryingto

paintmeasabadpersontomama

Mom:Slindileleaveumkhwenyanaalone.Theyare

ayoungcouple,theyarenotalwaysgoingtohave

timetoseeus

MyfamilyliveslessthananhourawayfromwhereI

live,orratherusedtolivebutthisisthefirsttime

I'mseeingthemthisyear.Iclearmythroatandfor

thefirattimesincehewalkedin,iturntolookathim

Me:I'mgettingdischargedtomorrow

Sandile:iknowsthandwasami

Me:wherearewegoingtolive?Sincethehouse

burntdown

Sandile:Ifoundusaflat.Itstemporaryofcourse

untiltheinsurancepaysout.We'vejustbeenfaced

withsomuchbadlucklately.Mycaralsogotinto

anaccidentbutI'mgettingitfixed



Mom:ohmypoorchildren.I'mprayingforyou.The

bothofyou

Sandile:thankyoumama

30minslaterSandilehadtotakemymotherhome,

Slirefusedtoleavewiththem.I'vemissedmysister

somuch.Growingup,shewasmybestfriendbut

afterigotmarriedwedriftedapart

Sli:Ihateyou

Myeyeswidened.Iwasn'texpectingthat

Me:haiboSli

Her:noseriouslySimlindileIhateyou.howdoyou

loveamanmorethanyouloveyourownlife?The

guyleftyoufordeadandthefirstthingyouaskhim

whenhewalksiniswhereyouwilllive.Youare

goingbacktohimafterthis?



Me:Sliyouwouldn'tunderstand.IfIdon'tgoback

tohimwherewilligo?Ican'tgobackhome,mama

willaskQuestionsidon'thaveanswersto

Her:haveyouthoughtaboutthepainitwillbring

mamawhenshehastoburyyouafterthatmankills

you?Becausethat'stheonlytimehewillstop,after

hekillsyou

Sheisn'tinmyshoessoidon'texpectherto

understand.Evenifileave,hewillfindmeanddrag

mebackhomeorkillme.Thisisoneofthose

situationswhereI'mdoomedifIdoandI'mdoomed

ifidon't

Her:thenreporthim

Me:rememberthelasttimewetriedthat?Blewup

inourfaces

ThefirsttimeSandilehitmeandIlostthebaby,i

calledmysisterandtoldher.Shedraggedmetothe



policestationandwhenwetoldtheofficeronduty

whywewerethere,hecalledSandileandtoldmeto

givemystatementtohim.Igotanotherbeatingthat

nightandIwastoldthatifIevertrythatstuntagain,

mysisterwillarrivehomeinabodybag

Her:we'lltryadifferentpolicestation

Me:Slithesepeopleallworktogether.Reporting

himwilljustputyouguysindanger.I'dratherhe

hurtmethanforyourlivestobeindanger

Her:andthisiswhyihateyou,youwouldrather

protecteveryoneinsteadofprotectingyourself.

Whowillprotectyoubecauseyoualsoneed

protectionaswell

ForsomereasonithoughtofSambulo.Hiswords

echoinmymindrepeatedly."Iwoulddoanything

foryou.Iwillprotectyou".Maybeiwasabitmean

tohimbuthedeservedit,hehadnorighttobe

callingmeandupsettingmyhusband.theworst

partisthatIdidn'tevengivehimmynumber



Me:Icanprotectmyself

Thedooropenedandhewalkedinbuthewasn't

alone.Todaythecoldandemotionlesstwinishere.

Mysisterturnsaroundtolookatthemthenshe

looksatmeandbackatthemastheygetcloserto

wheresheissitting.Icanalreadytellthatsheis

mesmerizedbytheirinsanegoodlooks.Iwonder

whathappenedtothelistoflimitedvisitorsallowed

inmyroombecauseIknowforafactthatthesetwo

arenotonthatlist

Sabelo:molweni

Sli:hello

Me:hey

Sambulo'seyesaregluedonmeasusual,Icanfeel

themeventhoughI'mnotlookingathim.



Sabelo:MrsNgcoboI'mlookingforyourhusband

Me:youjustmissedhim

Sambulo:hewashere?

Hesoundsangry.Theyarelookingforhimhereyet

heisangrythathewashere.Idon'tunderstand

whattheywereexpectingmetosay

Sabelo:wewon'tbestayinglong,iwanttoserve

himthesesummonsbutsinceyouaremarriedin

communityofproperty,youmightaswellsignfor

them

Me:summons?

Sabelo:yesma'am.Myclientissuingyourhusband

forgeneraldamages,medicalexpensesandpain

andsuffering

IwasmoreconfusedthaneverandwhywasSabelo



beingsoformal?Butthenagainheisthecoldand

emotionlessone

Me:yourclient?

Sabelo:yes.MrSambuloSmith.alltheinformation

youneedisinhere.I'mjustgoingtoneedyouto

signforitandpleasemakesureyourhusbandgets

it

NowIwasstaringatSambuloandhewasstaring

backatme.Itfeltlikeastaringcontestthatiwas

clearlylosing.Isignedforthedocumentsthentook

theenvelope

Sabelo:thankyouMrsNgcobo,havealovelyday

further

Sambulo:andgetwellsoonMrsNgcobo

Hemadesuretoemphasisethelasttwowords



beforewalkingout,leavingmeincompleteshock

andconfusion

Sli:whothehellwerethosepeople?

Ihadevenforgottenthatsheishere.Shewasas

quietaseverwhilethetwinswerehere

Me:myfriend'scousins

Her:theonewiththecrutchesissoyummy.Those

browneyesareheavenlyandthoselegs

Me:hewaswearingjeanssowhatlegsareyou

talkingabout

Her:youcantellthathehasmagwegwehaw.Why

areyouactingblindnow?

Me:theyaretroublesodon'twasteyourtime

fantasizingaboutthem



Sheclickshertongueandstartstypingonher

phone

Me:imeanitSlindile

Her:saysthegirlthat'smarriedtoawifebeater.

Ngiyekeandletmehavemymoment.Obviouslythe

guyonlyhaseyesforyoubutI'llenjoythiswhilei

stillcan

I'mnotevengoingtoentertainherandherCrazy

conclusions.Whatstillworriesmeiswhatlinks

Sambuloandmyhusbandandwhatgameis

Sambuloplaying?Noonejustwakesupand

decidestosuesomeone
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<Sambulo>

Hayibutsometimespeoplewilljustshockyou.I

rememberspecificallytellingthismoronIshareda

wombwiththatIwantNgcobodead.Neverdidi



mentionanythingaboutsuingtheguy,Ihavemore

moneythanhimsoIdon'tneednordoiwanthis

peanuts.Sabelojustwantstodothingshiswayjust

becauseheisolder.Itsannoyingreally

Me:canIjustsayhowmuchofawasteoftimethis

is?

Sabelo:IknowwhatI'mdoing.Justrelax.I'vegot

yountwana

Me:hayifokof,busycallingmentwanaasifI'm

Shaka'sage.Youwanttoplaygameswiththis,Iget

thatbutIwanttogetSimlindileawayfromthat

bastardasinyesterday

Him:yesesThixo!Stopthinkingwithyourheartand

useyourbrain.WiththoseSummons,Ngcobowill

knowthatweareontohim.Heisgoingtoshifthis

focusfromhiswifeandfocusonus.Thatguy

doesn'thaveR750000,heisabouttobeatour

mercy



Ishakemyhead.MyFather'schildhascompletely

losthismind.Eitheritsthatorhewasdroppedon

hisheadasachildandtheconsequencesareonly

showingnow.Hisstupidplandoesn'tevenmake

sense

Me:whatifhetakesouthisfrustrationson

Simlindile?FucknhellSabelowhatifhethrowsher

overthebalcony?Hechosethe8thfloorfora

reason

Hecoveredhisfacewithhishandandstarted

shakinghishead.HonestlyI'mreallyannoyedwith

himrightnowbecauseIdon'tthinkheistakingthis

seriously

Him:oksmartypants,howdidyouwantthistoplay

out?Youarejustgoingtokillhim

Inod.Duh



Me:simple

Him:when?Where?How?Becausethismanis

eitherathomewithyourobsessionoratworkwith

othercops.Youdorememberthatheisacopright?

Youknow,thosepeoplethatarrestpeoplefor

criminalbehavior

Me:don'tpatroniseme.Ihadn'tthoughtofhowI'm

goingtodothis

Him:thisiswhyI'llbethebrainsbehindthis

operation.youjuststicktocrushingonagirlthat

hatesyou.itsmoreyouthinganyway

Iflickhimthemiddlefingerandhestartslaughing.

Heisreallyenjoyingthis.watchingmesuffer

Me:uyikakayomntusani

Him:andyouneedtogetlaiddawg.Whenlastdid

yougetpussyanyway



Me:voetsek.Leavemealone

Wearedrivingbacktotheofficefromthehospital.

I'mcountingkilometresbeforewegetthere

becauseSabeloisbeingafemaledogrightnow.

Whenwearriveattheoffice,IspotTshepi'scarin

theparkinglotandSabeloandilookateachother

Me:yourproblembro,notmine

Hesighs,parksathisspotandwebothgetoutthe

car

Him:yoursisterisaheadachefondin

Me:distanceyourselffromherdramaandyoushall

beashappyasiam

Wefindourbelovedsisterinthelobbypressingher

phone.sheliftshereyeswhensheseesusand



smiles.Idon'thavesmilestowastesoijuststareat

her

Tshepi:Sambulo,foreversogrumpy

Me:whattroubleareyouinnow?

Her:mxm.Heybrother

ShehugsSabelo.Iswearthefemalesinmyfamily

aretheonlypeoplethatmakemybrotherhuman.

Hejustbecomesweakwhentheyarearound.

Especiallythisonethatdoesn'twanttogrowup

Sabelo:let'stalkinmyoffice

Asmuchasihavenointentionofbeingapartof

thisconversationandI'veclearlystatedthatbut

hereiambeingdraggedallovertheplace



Tshepi:Ijustgotsuspendedatwork

Me:aboutfuckntime

Shegivesmethestinkyeyesandicouldn'tcare

lessreally.Sheneverrespectedherjob,showingup

lateanddrunkalmosteveryweek

Tshepi:youaresoevil

Me:mina?Evil?Usangenesisi.Youneedtogrow

thefuckup.UmdalamahnTshepiso.35andstill

livinglikeyouareavarsitystudent

Sabelo:youarenothelpingman

Me:I'mnottryingtohelp,I'mstatingfactsand

anywayIhaveworktodosoI'llseeyouguys.

Iwalkoutandheadtomyoffice.I'vehadenough

dramatodaytolastmealifetimeandI'vehad

enoughTshepisodramatolastme2lifetimesand

anaddedafterlife.Idon'tevenblamedadfor



disowningher,thegirlistroublenje.IloveherButI

can'tdealwithher.Aftercatchinguponworkfora

fewhours,mybrotherappearsatmydoor

Sabelo:heishere

Me:who?

Him:Ngcobo.Come

Ifollowhimtotheboardroom,mybloodalready

boilingbutI'mtryingmybestnottoletmyangerget

thebetterofme.Ineedtothinkofthebiggerpicture

whichisensuringthatSimiisprotected.Whenwe

gettothedoor,Sabelostopswalking

Sabelo:letmedoallthetalking

Me:mxmlet'sgoin

Sabelo:justkeepyourmouthshut.I'mrepresenting

youheresobehave



Ipushthedooropenandwalkin.Whenmyeyes

landonhim,ihavetocontroleveryfiberofmy

beingfromattackinghimandbeatingtheshitoutof

him

Ngcobo:whatthefuckisthisSmith?Somekindof

sickjoke?Inevertriedtokillyou.Ifanythingyou

triedtokillmebecauseyoucrossedaredrobot

SabelohastheenvelopefromPeterwiththe

picturesofNgcobo'scarhittingmine.Thepictures

arestillsfromthecamerasatthetrafficlights

Sabelo:whydidn'tyoustop?

Ngcobo:Ihadplacestobe.Unlikeyoutwoshit

heads,I'manimportantmemberofthecommunity

Sabelo:that'snice.Youareamanofthelawand

youknowthatafteranaccident,bothvehiclesmust

staystationaryuntilthepolicearrive

Ngcobo:I'mnotgivingyou3quartersofamillion



forsomethingyouarealsoliablefor.everheardof

apportionmentofdamages?

Me:everheardofdomesticabuse?

Thewholeroomgoesquiet,bothSabeloand

Ngcobogivemethe"whatthefuck"lookandidon't

care.Theirstupidgamesarestupid.weallknow

thisguyisabusinghiswife,whyarewebeating

aroundthebushaboutit?

Ngcobo:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Me:whatkindofacopdoesn'tknowabout

domesticabuse?HayiNgcoboyoudefeatme.I've

alwayssaidyouareashittycopandtookat

yourselfnow...provingmeright

Ngcobo:I'mwarningyou,youdon'twanttopissme

off

Me:ifcourseIdo.Iwanttoshowyouthatyouare

nothingbutaworthlesspieceofshitthatpreyson

defenselesswomen



Hestandsupandidotoo.I'mdonewiththisshit.I

wanttofacehimasamanandforhimtodohis

worst.Themeresightofhimispissingmeoffasit

is

Sabelo:sitdownNgcobo,thisisnotyourpolice

station

Ngcobo:khuzalentwanayakho.Hedoesn'tknow

peopleandicouldmakehislifemiserable

Me:samewayyouaremakingSimlindile'slife

miserable?I'mnotyourwifeNgcobo,Idon'tfear

you.I'llsendyoutothelandofyourforefathers

quickerthanyoucansaychisampama

Hewalkstowardsthedoorbutstopsassoonashe

reachesit.Hehasasmirkonhisface,thebastard

isstillfeelingcockyandhighandmightly

Ngcobo:youhavequiteanobsessionwithmywife,



itsunhealthyndodabuttonightwhenIlaynextto

herwithmyarmsaroundher,wemightjusthave

pillowtalkaboutthismomentrighthere.Itsquite

cutereally.

Hetakesapause,shiftshisgazefrommetomy

brother

Ngcobo:you'llbehearingfrommylawyersabout

thisjokeofalawsuit.Gooddaygentlemen

Hewalksout,leavingmeatboilingpoint.Ineeda

drink,nahfuckthatineedasmoke.Ineedtoclear

myhead

Sabelo:whatthefuckwasthat?Wehadaplan

Me:fuckyourplanbruh,I'mnotgoingtosithere

andhaveateapartywiththatasshole

Him:youmentionedSimlindile.Youshouldn'thave



donethat.Sambuloyousoundedlikeajealous

boyfriendafewminutesagoandrightnowthisguy

isgoingtoSimlindileandwedon'tknowwhatheis

goingtodotoherafterthatstuntofyours

Fuck!Whythehelldidn'tIthinkofthat?Igotso

caughtupinmanninguptothisidiotthatiforgot

abouttheonepersonI'mdoingallofthisfor

Him:itoldyoutoleavethethinkingtome.

Masambe

Me:wherearewegoing?

Him:tofixyourmess.Ifthatgirlspendsthenight

withNgcobo,shewon'tseetomorrow.Call

UsithandileandfindoutwhenSimlindileisgetting

discharged.

Wearealreadyoutoftheboardroombythetimehe

finishestalking.Idialmycousin'sNumberaswe

reachthecar.Sabeloisalsoonthephonewith



someonearrangingwheretomeetupsohecanget

tranquilizers
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<Sabelo>

Ididn'thaveaplanbutwhatididknowisthatwe

havetogetSimlindileoutofthathospital.Asmuch

asI'mnotgoingtoshowitrightnow,whatSambulo

didpissedmeoff.Ngcoboprobablyknowsnowthat

SambulocaresabouthiswifeandIknowheis

goingtousethattogetleverageoveruswhichis

whywehavetogettoSimlindilefirst

Sambulo:UsisaysSimlindileisgettingdischarged

tomorrow

Me:good.Let'shopeNgcobodoesn'tchangethat

Silencefillsthespacesbetweenus.Anyonethat

knowsusknowsthatthereisneversilencewhen

wearetogether.AtthebackofmymindI'msaying



asilentprayerthatthisdoesn'tbackfire

Him:I'msorry.Iknowifuckedup

Me:we'lltalkaboutthiswhenallissettledandstop

smokinginmycar

Him:hayithisismycar,remember?

Igavehimaveryunimpressedlookthenyankedthe

cigarettefromhisfingersandthrewitoutthe

window.I'mdrivingtowardsthehospitalwithno

solidplanandasmuchasihatetosaythis,I'mabit

scared.Ihatebeingunprepared,especiallyfor

somethinglikethiswheresomuchcouldgowrong

Him:sotheothernightulaleamaOut

Me:yeahso?

theidiotstartslaughing.Ilikeditbetterwhenhe

wasquiet.rightnowheisannoyingme



Him:youcareabouther

Me:aboutwho?Simlindile?

Him:no!Thandi

Me:mxmI'mnotgoingtoentertainyou.Sheisjust

agirlI'mscrewing,acceptitandstoptryingtomake

itmorethanwhatitis

Him:hmm

Me:hmmyantoni?fokofmahnSambulo.Yiyeke

Hecontinuedlaughing.I'mtemptedtoleavehis

limpingassatthesideoftheroad.reallytempted

andheiscrazy.Idon'tcareaboutThandi,wellIdo

butnotinthewayhewasimplyingitandspeaking

ofThandi,ineedtogiveheracall.thisdayhas

beenstressful,Ineedtoreleaseallthistensionand

stress.Iparkoutsidethehospital,releaseasigh

thenturntomybrother



Me:stayhere

Him:what?No

Me:SambuloI'mserious.Thisisnotsomethingyou

needtoscrewup.Stayhere

Him:atleasttellmetheplan

Me:idon'thaveonebutwhatyouneedtoknowis

thatI'mgoingtowalkoutwithSimlindile

Igetoutthecarbeforehehasachancetosay

anythingelse.IspoketoPaulaswewereleaving

theoffice,heisapharmacistatthishospital.Heis

goingtohookmeupwithsomethingthatiwillinject

intoSimlindile'sbodyanditwillknockherout.He

alsoorganizedadoctor'scoatforme.

Paul:whateveryouplantodo,don'tgetcaught

becauseIstillenjoyworkinghere

Me:don'tworrybruh,iwon't



Wegotintoacloset,iputthecoatonandtookthe

syringefromhim,tookinadeepbreathandwalked

out.Simlindile'seyeslookedliketheywereaboutto

popoutoftheirsocketswhenshesawmeina

doctor'scoatpushingawheelchairintoherroom

Simi:what'sgoingon?

Me:weareleaving

Her:we?Who'swebecauseI'mnotgoinganywhere

withyou

Me:eitherwedothistheeasywayorthedifficult

waybutattheendofitall,I'mleavingwithyou

Idon'thavethetimenortheenergytobesweetto

her,I'mnotSambulo.Shedidn'twanttodothings

theeasywayandthat'showsheendedupwitha

needleonherneck.thisthing,thisverynonexistent

thingbetweenherandmybrotheriscausingmea

lotofdramathatIdonotneed.AsIliftherfromthe

bedontothechair,I'msayingasilentprayerthatI



don'tgetcaughtbutclearlytherewereissueswith

gettingmyprayerstoheavenbecausethedoor

opensandIlockeyeswiththeladythatwashere

earlier

??:Iknowyou,youarenotadoctor.Whereareyou

takingmysister?

Me:toasafeplace.Idon'thavetimetoanswer

questions

Her:ican'tjustletyoutakeher.idon'tknowyou,

whatifyouhurther?

Me:I'mnotaskingforyourpermission.I'llgetherto

callyouwhenshewakesupanditsforyourown

safetythatyoudon'tknowwhoIamorwhereI'm

takingher

IwheelSimlindilepasthersisterwhotriestofollow

meandistopbeforereachingtheDoor

Me:whereareyougoing?



Her:I'mnotstayingherewithouther.I'mgoing

whereyouaregoing

Me:dammitwomanwillyoulisten.Ineedtogetout

ofhereasinyesterdayandyoufollowingme

aroundisgoingtogetmecaught.Walkout5mins

afteriwalkout

IusetheexitPaultoldmeaboutwhichisoneofthe

emergencyexitsthenwheelSimlindiletowherethe

carisparkedwhichisn'ttoofar.Asiopentheback

door,Sambuloturnshisheadaround,seeswhatI'm

doingandfrowns

Sambulo:whatthefuck?Isshedead?Yousaidyou

willwalkoutwithhernotwheelherwhilesheis

unconscious

Me:makesnodifferencereally

IclosethedoorafterSimlindileiscomfortableon

theseatthengetinthedriver'sseatanddriveoff.I



don'tknowwhereI'mgoing.Ican'ttakehertomy

house,thatwouldthefirstplacethatanimalchecks

andican'ttakeherhomebecausemymotherwill

notacceptuskidnappingamarriedwoman.Thandi!

Ijusthopeshewillbeopentothis

Sambulo:wherearewetakingher?

Me:toThandi'splace

Him:doessheknow?Didsheagree?

Me:noandno.I'lltalktoherwhenwegetthere

Him:thisbetterworkSabelo.Ican'tlosethisgirlat

thehandsofthatasshole.Pleasebruh

Asighescapedmylips.I'mnotgoingtostart

makingpromisesIcan'tkeep.Wemetthisgirla

monthago.5weeksandsomuchdramahastaken

place,I'vebrokenthelawandihaveafeelingit

won'tbethelasttime.Idon'tknowwhatkindoflove

makespeoplebehavelikethisbutIdon'twantit.

WhenwegettoThandi'splace,igetoutthecaron



myown.Ineedtotalktoherfirst.Sheopensthe

dooraftermytwoveryloudknocks

Thandi:Sabelo,thisisasurprise

Me:canicomein?

ShemovesoutthewayandIwalkin.Myarmsgo

onherwaistandipullhertowardsme.Shesqueals

beforesmiling.Ineedherbutthisisnotthetimeso

isettleforanintensekiss

Her:whydidyoustop?

Me:weneedtotalk.WellihaveafavorIneedtoask

ifyou

Shefrowns,foldsherarmsacrossherchestthe

staresatme.inarratethestoryofSimlindileand

Sambulotoher,fromthebeginninguntilwhattook

placejustafewminutesago



Her:sowhereisshenow?

Me:inthecar.Itsonlyforacoupleofdays.Two

weeksmaximum

Her:andwhatdoigetinreturn?

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Her:Iwantyoutoconsiderusbeingarealcouple.

I'mgoingtostarttherapynextmonth,maybeyou

coulddoitto

Me:OK.I'llgiveyouwhateveryouwant.Evenifits

therapy

I'mnotgoingtotherapy.Idon'tunderstandhow

talkingaboutmyfeelingswillhelpwithmyissues.

Nottalkingseemstobeworkingjustfineforme.

TheonlyreasonIagreedisbecauseIdon'tknow

whereelseI'lltakeSimlindile.Thandihelpsmewith

takingherintothehousetheniliftherandplaceher

onthebedinthesparebedroom



Sambulo:I'mgoingtostayuntilshewakesup

Me:ifiguredyou'dsaythat.IhavetogosoShaka

willhavetofetchyou

Him:alright.We'lltalklater

Inod.Thandiofferstowalkmeoutandaswewalk

towardsmycar,Iwonderwhatbroughtonthe

relationshipthoughtsinhermind.Idon'tdo

relationships,sheknowsthisandfromwhereI'm

standingitsstartingtolooklikesheistryingto

changeme.Ihateit

Her:justthinkaboutit

Me:IwillbutIjustthinkitwillbeasuicidemission.

thetwoofustogetherwilljustbetoxic

Her:thisiswhywe'llgototherapy

Isigh.Itdoesn'tsoundlikesheisgoingtoletthis

go



Me:therapistsarenotmagiciansThandi.Theycan't

fixeverything

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneckandkissesme

slowly.Myhandsgoforherassandiliftherup.Her

legsarearoundmywaistsoiturnaroundandput

heragainstthecarandshepullsoutofthekiss

Her:justthinkaboutit

Me:letsgetinthecar

Her:iknowwhatthatmeansandno.Ihaveguests

Me:comeon,I'llbequick.Imissyou

Shereallytriedtoturnmedownbuticanbequite

persuasive.Aftercumming,iremovedherfromon

topofme,Placeheronthepassengerseatthen

removethecondomandtieditbeforewrappingitin

tissues



Me:I'llcallyoulater

IkissherbeforeshegetsoutthecarandIdriveoff
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<Simlindile>

Iwokeupyetagaininanunfamiliarplacewitha

stiffbody.Mybodyfeltlikeithadn'tmovedinages

andIwasjusttired.Therewaslightoutsidebutit

wasstillabitchillysoitmuststillbethemorning.

Whereami?Thisisnotahospital,itsabedroom

paintedinbrightredandorangecolors.Thebed

linenisyellowandwhitematchingthecurtains.

Thereisacouchatthefarendoftheroomwith

someonesleepingonit.FromwhereI'mlaying,i

cantellthatitsoneofthetwins,I'mjustnotsure

whichoneitis.Sabelomusthavesuccessfully

kidnappedmeandI'msurewhereverSandileis,he

isgoingcrazy.Itsprobablyamatterortimebefore



hecomesheregunsblazingtofetchme

"Youareawake"

Hesitsuponthecouchandiseehismoonboot

peakingfromundertheheavyblanket

Me:whereamI?

Sambulo:howareyoufeeling?You'vebeenoutfor

twodays

Me:mybodyisstiffbutI'mOK.Youdidn'tanswer

myquestion.WhereamI?

Hegetsup,foldstheblanketandplacesitneatlyon

thecouch.

Him:I'llseewhatIcanorganizeforbreakfastthen

I'llanswerallyourquestions.thebathroomisthe



dooroppositethisroomjustincaseyouwantto

freshenupbeforeweeat.Thandihelpedmewith

gettingyouafewclothes,theyareinthecloset

thereonyourleft

Inodded.Thandimustbehisgirlfriendandtothink

SlithoughtSambuloisinlovewithme.Ishould

makeaplantocallher,I'msureshemustbe

worriedsick.IjusthopeSandilehasn'thurtherjust

becausehehasn'tfoundme.AfterSambulowalks

out,Igetup,makethebedthenopenthewindows.

Thereisn'tmuchofaview,justotherhousesata

distance.IopentheclosetandIfindeverything

fromtoiletries,sanitarypads,pantylinerstoclothes

andshoes.itakethetoiletrybag,removemy

pyjamasandwrapmybodyinatowel.Ihaven't

bathedintwodays,Ineedtofreshenup.myhairis

suchamess.Iwanttocutitactually.I'vehad

enoughofit.WhenI'mfeelingallfreshandclean,i

wearsweatpantsandalongsleevedT-shirt.itsnot

reallycoldbutmybodyiscoveredinscars.

Althoughthewoundshavehealedandstitches



wereremoved,istilldon'tfeelcomfortablewith

otherpeopleseeingmyscars.IfindSambulointhe

kitchensinging.Hisvoiceismagicalandeven

thoughidon'tknowthesong,Istandandwatchand

listentohim.Heiscookingorratherattemptingto

cookbecauseitsmellslikealotisburning

Me:needahand?

Heturnsaround,smilesthennods

Sambulo:IsuckatthisbutIwantedtocookforyou

Me:whatareyoumaking?

Him:frenchtoastandbacon.Baconturnedoutok

butthisfrenchtoastisn'tgoingsowell

Me:hmmmyfavorite

Him:iknow



Hewhispersbeforerushingoutofthekitchen.I

knowI'venevertoldhimthatsohowcouldheknow?

I'mnotcomfortablehere,atthebackofmymind,I

keepfeelingasifSandilecouldwalkinhereany

moment.EverytimeSambuloopensandclosesa

door,igetafright.

Me:thereyougo

Hehasalsofreshenedupandiswearingcotton

shortsandaT-shirt.Wehavebreakfastinsilence

thenIwashdisheswhenwearedone

Him:thisismybrother'ssexbuddy'shouse

Me:sexbuddy?

Helaughs.Heishelpingmebydryingthedishes

Him:yep.Thewordexplainsitself.I'msorryhe



kidnappedyou.Wedidn'thaveachoice.Iprovoked

yourhusbandoutofangerandwewerejustscared

ofwhathewoulddotoyou

Idon'tknowwhattosayaboutthatsoitsbestijust

keepquiet.I'mhappythatIdon'thavetosee

Sandileforafewdays,Iknowthisistemporaryand

thathewilldefinitelykillmewhenhefindsmebutI

wanttoenjoymylastdays.Makethemostofthe

littletimethatistillhavealive

Me:thankyoufortheclothesandthetoiletries

Him:don'tworryaboutit.Thandiwantedmetobuy

youmakeupaswell

Me:didyou?

Heshakeshishead.Ikeepstealingglancesathim

butmystaresdon'tlastlongbecausehekeeps

catchingmeandILookaway.Heseemsgenuine

abouthelpingmebutIdon'ttrusthim.Hedoesn't



knowmesowhyishegoingtosuchlengthstohelp

me.Itjustdoesn'tmakesensetome.Nooneisthat

generous.Irefusetobelievethat

Him:ithinkyoulookmorebeautifulwithoutmake

upandbeforeyousayanything,iknowyouare

married

Me:Iwasn'tgoingtosaythat.Howdoyouknow

whatmyfavoritebreakfastis?

Him:ijustknow.IknowalotaboutyouSimlindile

andsomeofthestuffpissmeoffbutI'mtryingnot

tojudgeyou.Ireallyam

Me:soyouknowwhyIwasinhospital?

HenodsandI'membarrassed.Istillhave

nightmaresaboutthat.Thelookinhiseyesashe

beatmeisengravedinmybrain.Idon'tthinkI'll

everbeabletoforgetit.EvenifI'mawayfromhim,

itstillfeelsasifheiswatchingmeandwaitingto

snatchanybitofhappinessImightbefeeling



Him:Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyyouwouldstay

andtakeallofthat.Youarebeautiful,smartand

anymanwouldbeluckytohaveyou.Youdeserve

tobetreatedlikeaqueen,notbeingsomeasshole's

punchingbag.Doyouknowhowinsanelybeautiful

youare?

Ismileabitasmyheadlowers.Ihaven'thearda

mancallmebeautifulinages.Itfeelsgoodbuti

don'texpecthimoranyonetounderstandwhyi

stayedinmymarriage.

Me:sodoyoustayheretoo?

Him:nah.Istayathomewithmyparents.Ididn't

wanttoleaveuntilyouareawake

Wespentthedaytalking,gettingtoknoweach

otherandyhotheguycantalkandhemakesalot

ofjokessoiwaslaughingalot.imadeussteakand



chipsforlunchandaround5pm,aladythatwas

probablymyagearrivedcarryingalaptopbagand

herhandbag.Herbeautyismesmerizingandshe

lookslikeacareerdrivenwomanjudgingbyher

outfit.

Sambulo:Youlooklikehellbruh.Comethissideso

icanintroduceyou

Shewalksintothelounge,sitsdownthentakesoff

herheels

Sambulo:SimithisisThandi,theownerofthis

houseandthepersonyouwillbestayingwithfora

coupleofdays.ThandithisisSimi

Shesmiledbeautifullyandwavedatme

Thandi:nicetofinallymeetyouSimi.Howareyou



feeling?

Me:it'snicetomeetyoutooandthankyoufor

allowingmetostayhere.I'mOKnow

Her:don'tevenworryaboutit.AfriendofSambulo's

isafriendofmine.We'llhavesomemuchfunhere

together.You'llsee

IsmileshylythenshegetsupandheadstowhatI'll

assumeisherbedroom

Me:sheseemsniceforasexbuddy

Sambulobrokeintoaloudlaughandijustshook

myhead.

Sambulo:Shakaisfetchingmetonight.Ihavetobe

atworktomorrowbutI'llcheckonyouafterwork.I

boughtyouaphonewithanewnumber.Pleasebe

carefulwithit,I'llletyouusemyphonetocallyour



sisterbutforthesafetyofeveryone,don'tcallher

withyourphone.

Isigh.ifeellikeaprisoner,I'mprobablynotgoingto

beallowedtogooutsideaswell.Iknowit'sformy

ownsafetybutalifeinhidingisnotfitforhumans.I

can'tlivetherestofmylifelikethis

Him:itsnotconvenientbutit'snotgoingtolast

forever.I'mworkingongettingyouyourown

apartmentandyou'llmovethereinafewdays.This

isalltemporarySimlindile.you'llgetyourlifeback.I

promiseyou.Thisisjustthefirststep

Me:whyareyoudoingthis?Helpingme

Him:evenifitoldyourightnow,youwouldn't

believemeandyouwon'tseethebeautyofitsofor

nowjustknowthatIseeyouasafriendandI'm

helpingmyfriendout

Inod.Around8pm,afterwe'vehadsupperwhich



waspizzaandjuice,therewasaknockonthedoor

anditensedup.whatifitshim?Hehasfoundme

already.Thandigetsuptoopenandmyeyesfollow

herwhilemyheartbeatincreaseswitheverystep

shetakestowardsthedoor.sheopensandaguy

walksin.HelooksabitlikeSambulo,justlighter

thanhimincomplexion

??:molweni

Thandi:heychubbycheeks

Theguysmilesshyly

Him:comeonsisThandi,thechubbycheeksare

gonenow

HehasabitofaLispbutheisabsolutelyadorable.

Heisakidbutacutekid



Sambulo:heismyridesoihavetogobutlikeisaid,

I'llcheckonyoutomorrowthenyoucancallyour

sister

Me:alright

HegotupandsodidI.Idon'tknowifweshould

hugornotandThandiandthecutiepiearestaring

atus

Sambulo:canIgetahugbeforeIleave?

Wehug,hekissesmycheekthenmyforehead

Him:I'llseeyoutomorrow.Takecareofyourself

andremembereverythingIsaidaboutthephone
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<Sambulo>



IttookNgcobolongerthanihadexpectedtofigure

outthatwearetheonesthattookSimlindileandby

thetimehebargedintomyoffice,Iwasprepared

forhim.Itsbeen2andahalfweekssinceSimlindile

leftthehospital,3dayssinceshemovedinwithmy

parentsandI.Itwasn'teasybutmymomisa

suckerforanintenselovestorysoconvincingher

waseasy.Mydadontheotherhandisn't

particularlyhappyabouttheideaofmeshackingup

withanotherman'swifeinhishouse.Ijusthada

badfeelingaboutlettingSimlindilestayonherown,

notwhileNgcoboisstillalive

Ngcobo:youthinkyouarefunny?Thisisallabig

joketoyou

Me:itwouldhelpifiknewwhatyouaretalking

about

Hehissesbeforepullingachairandsittingdown.At

thispointI'mjustlookingathim,idon'twantto

speakbecauseIknowIwillspeakoutofanger



Him:whereismywifeSmith?

Me:Idon'tknow

Him:don'tlietome.Whereisshe?Iknowyouhave

hersoeitheryoutellmewheresheisorIfindher

myselfandthingsturnuglyforyouandher

Me:areyouthreateningmeNgcobo?

Him:iwantmywifeSmith.Youdon'tknowwhoyou

aremessingwith.I'mgoingtokillyou

Thechairmakesascreechingsoundashepushes

itbackwardsbeforestandingup.Westareateach

otherforawhilebeforeheclickshistongueand

walksout.ichuckletomyselfbeforeshakingmy

head.Thisassholeissofullofhimself.Kamowalks

intomyofficeaftericallforhimandhesitsdown

Me:IwantyoutolistentomecarefullybecauseI

don'twantyouscrewingthisup



Kamo:yessir

Me:youaregoingtogotowhereIstayandaskfor

Simlindilethentakehertothepolicestationin

Pietermaritzburgsothatshecanmakeher

statement.AskforofficerOyandisaShabane,he

willtakeherstatementthengowithyoutomakethe

arrest.Undernocircumstanceswillyoutakeyour

eyesoffSimlindile.Iwillmeetyouguysbackatthe

policestationinPietermaritzburg.justcallmewhen

thearresthasbeenmade

Him:OKsir

IhandhimthefilewithSimlindile'sdocumentsthen

heleaves.eachdayIcomeupwithwaystotoughen

upthiskidandIdon'tknowwhatworksandwhat

doesn't.Heisjusttoosoftfortheworkthatwedo

buthismotherismyuncleShaun'sbusiness

partnersowehiredhim.Afterheleaves,idial

Somila'snumber

Somila:bhuti



Me:sisi,uright?

Her:I'mgoodandyou?

Me:I'mgreat.pleasegiveSimithephone

Ihearshufflingaroundbeforeherbeautifulvoice

comesthroughthespeakersandismiletomyself.

I'msoinlovewiththisgirlanditsasifsheisthe

onlyonethatdoesn'tseeit

Simi:hello

Me:hey.Yougood?

Her:yesandyou?

Me:tiredbutgood.ListenKamoisonhiswayto

pickyouup.YoupromisedmethatthedayNgcobo

figuresoutthatyouarewithus,youareopeninga

caseagainsthimandthedayhasarrived

Shesighsandkeepsquietforafewsecondsthen

sighsagain



Her:hehasfoundme?

Me:no.Hejustknowswehaveyou.I'llmeetyou

guysatthepolicestationafterthearrest.Mycousin

willhandlethecasesobestbelievethathewillput

yourhusbandinjail

Her:Idon'tknowaboutthisSambulo.Whatifhe

escapes?Hewillkillme

Me:doyoutrustme

Shesighs

Me:Simlindiledoyoutrustme?

Her:Ido

Me:thenyouhavenothingtoworryabout.Iwould

doanythingtoprotectyou.Youshouldknowthatby

now

Her:soKamowilldriveme



Me:yes.I'llmeetyouatthepolicestationafter

everything

WesayourgoodbyesandIhangupthenheadto

Sabelo'soffice.I'mdoingthistohelpSimlindilebut

alsotoredeemmyselftomybrotherbecauseas

muchashehasn'tsaidanythingabouttheflopI

madewithNgcobo,Iknowitpissedhimoff

Sabelo:thatsmileofyoursisannoying

Me:youknowyouhaveittoo,justuseit

Him:andannoypeoplewithit?Nothankyou.ufuna

ntoni?

Me:I'mtakingyououtntwanayami.ToPMB

Hefrowns,looksatmelikeI'mthemostannoying

persononthePlanetbutiknowheisjustfakingit.

Helovesme.Itellhimaboutmyplanandithinki

noticeasmilebutitdisappearsbeforeicansay

anythingaboutit



Him:tryingtoredeemyourself?

Me:no.Ihavenothingtoprovetoanyone

Hesmirksthenswitchestoseriousmoreagain.I

don'tknowhowhedoesthatsoquicklybutitfreaks

meoutattimes.Itslikeheistwodifferentpeople

Him:whatif

Me:don'tbruh.Idon'twanttothinkaboutthat.I'm

nottryingtoimpressher,itoldyouthatbutIwant

hertoliveherlifeandifshedoesn'twantmeafter

allthisthenitsnotmeanttobe

Him:you'llacceptthat?

Ishrugmyshoulders.Ireallydon'twanttothink

aboutthat.Myheartwon'tbeabletohandle

rejectionatthispointbutI'mnotgoingtopushher



Him:suxokayouwillfightforher.Iknowyou.You

areasstubbornastheycome

Ilaugh.Heknowsmelikeiknowmyselfsothere

wouldbenopointinarguingthis.Anhourlater,

KamocallsmeandweleaveforPMB.Sabelois

driving.I'mbusytextingSimlindileandsheseemsa

bitshaken.thiscantbeeasyforher,ijustwantto

gettoher,wrapmyarmsaroundhersosheknows

sheissafe.Whenwearriveatthepolicestation,

Oyandisaisalreadywaitingforus

Oya:mzala

Weshakehandsthenileavethemtoapproach

whereSimlindileandKamoareseated.Iwrapmy

armsaroundherandshesighs

Me:areyouOK?



I'mwhisperinginherearandshenods.Sabeloand

Oyandisaapproachus

Oya:we'vetakenthestatementandhewillstayin

custodyuntilhisbailappearanceonFriday

Simi:Friday?Already

Me:don'tworry,hewon'tgetbail

Simi:youdon'tknowthat.Heisgoingtocomeafter

me.ThiswasamistakeSambulo

Me:noitwasn't.Itoldyoutotrustme.ListenKamo

isgoingtotakeyouhome.Ihavetotalkto

OyandisabutI'llalsobehomeinafewhours.

Shenodsthengetsup,leavingmewithmybrother

andmycousins.Oyandisaushersustohisoffice

Oya:areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Iwanthimdeadbeforemidnight.makesureits

acleanjob



Oya:don'tworry,ihavetheperfectguyforthejob.

Hewillmakeitlooklikeonebigaccident

Sabelo:callmewhenitsdone.nothim.Heistoo

mushyatthemoment,Idon'ttrusthim

Me:mxmfine.Idon'tcarewhoyoucallbutNgcobo

needstobedeadbytomorrow

Bythetimeigethome,iambeyondexhausted,i

justwanttoshower,eatandsleep.Icanhear

laughterfromthekitchenandloudgroansfromthe

lounge.mymom,sisterandSimlindileareinthe

kitchenwhilemydad,brotherandoursonareinthe

lounge.Igreeteveryonethenheadtomyroom.Just

asIamabouttowrapatowelaroundmybody,

there'saknockonthedoor

Me:comein

Simlindilewalksin,themomentsheseesthatI'm

halfnaked,shelooksawayshyly



Simi:ohsorry,Ididn'tknowyouarenotdressed

Me:itsfine.Comein.Iwasabouttotakeashower

Her:longday?

Me:youhavenoidea

Shestartspickingupmyclothesfromthefloor,

foldsthembeforeputtingtheminthelaundry

basket

Me:thankyoubutyoureallydon'thavetodothat.I

wasgoingtogettoit

Her:liaranditstheleastIcandoaftereverything

you'vedoneforme.Ican'tthankyouenough

Me:youdon'thavetofeelasifyouoweme

something.I'mhelpingyoubecauseIwantto.You

arenotindebtedtome



Shenodsthensitsonthebedwithherhead

lowered.Itsprobablygoingtotakemealifetimeto

getusedtohowbeautifulsheis.Shelookslikea

doll.Aperfectlysculpteddoll

Her:canyoureallyprotectme?

Me:I'vedonewellsofar,don'tyouthink?

Her:IwanttodivorcehimbutI'mscaredhewillkill

me.Theloveifeltforhimhasturnedtohate.Idon't

wanttostillbemarriedtoamanIhateandfear

Me:whendoyouwanttostartproceedings?Idon't

mindrepresentingyou

Her:assoonaspossible

MyheartisdoingcartwheelsatthismomentbutI'm

tryinghardnottosmileandshowmyhappiness

aboutthis.Althoughiknowhewillbedeadinafew

Hours,I'mjusthappythatSimlindileistaking

chargeofherlifeandfreeingherselffromthat

asshole.
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<Sabelo>

Thecallweallhavebeenwaitingforcameat22:53

anditfoundmewideawake.Itsnotlikeicouldfall

asleepwithwhatwehadorchestrated.Eventhough

Ngcoboisorratherwasadickhead,hewasstill

someone'schild.MybrotherandIarenotgangsters

orpeoplethatalwaysgoaroundkillingothersbut

whenourlovedonesarethreatened,wedowhatwe

havetodotoprotectthem.IspeaktoOyandisafor

afewminutesbeforeigetinmycaranddrivefrom

myhousetothepolicestationinPMB.Iwon'tcall

Sambulo,hecanfindoutaboutthisinthemorning

Oya:youcame?

Me:Ineedtomakesure

Him:followme

Heleadsmetothecellsandthereheis,throatslit



andbleedingontothecoldconcretefloor.A

photographeristakingpicturesofhimwhile

forensicspeoplearebusywithhisbody.WhenI'm

satisfiedwithwhatIsee,Iwalkout

Me:andtheguy?

Him:don'tworryabouthim.Hehasbeenpaida

heftyamountandhewon'tbeaproblem

Me:areyousure?

Him:positive.Itrusthim.Thiswasn'thisfirstjob

forme

Me:alright.ThanksMzala.We'llbeintouch

Itsover.Aftertwomonths,thisdramaisover.As

unnecessaryasitwas,itwasquitestressful.Itrust

thatOyandisahasthisguyofhisundercontrol

becausethelastthingweneedisanotherperson

droppingdead.Insteadofdrivinghome,Idriveto

Thandi'splace.Notforsex,Imisshercompanyand

weareduetostarttherapyinaweek.I'mnot



lookingforwardtoitandIwillskipthoseindividual

sessions,Idon'tneedthem.Sheopensthedoorfor

mewhilewearingnothingbutpantiesandanopen

silkgown

Me:youopenthedoorlikethisforeveryone

Shesmiles,wrapsherarmsaroundmyneckand

hugsme.Eversincesheproposedusbeinga

couple,shehasbeenallloveydovey.Huggingme

forlengthytimes,wantingtocuddleandslow

boringsex.honestlyI'mslowlygettingboredwith

this

Thandi:onlyifitsyou

Sheslidesherwarmhandintomysweatpantsand

wrapsitaroundmymanhood.Thefeelingis

electrifyingbutI'mnothereforthat.Myownhand

grabsherarmandpullsitout



Me:I'mnotinthemoodforthat.Ijustwanttohold

youandsleep

Shesmiles,locksupandfollowsmetoher

bedroom.Afterstrippingandleftwithjustmybriefs,

igetinbed.Ipullhertomychestandsheholdsme

Her:wannatalkaboutit?

Me:goodnightThandi

Shesighs,kissesmybarechestthendrawsslow

patternsonitwhichhelpsmefallasleep.Idon't

knowwhatiwantwiththisgirlbutwhatidoknowis

thatIdon'twanttitlesorlabels.Ijustwantthis,her

beingavailabletomeforwhateverIneedwhenever

Ineedit.YesI'mselfish,getoverit.Inthemorning,

I'mwokenupthesmellofbacon,icheckthetime

onmyphoneanditsjustafter5am.IsendSambulo

atextbeforegettingoutofbed



"YOUARETAKINGYOURSONTOSCHOOLTODAY.

I'MSLEEPINGIN"

HecallsasI'mabouttowalkoutthedoor.Whyishe

evenawakeatthistime?

Me:yawena

Sambulo:don'tyawenameafterdroppingthat

bombonme

Me:itsnotabomb.Hehasuniformatthathouse

andhebasicallylivestherenowsowhat'sthe

problem?

Him:didyouhearfromOyandisayet?

Me:we'lltalkwhenwegettotheoffice.Justmake

sureyourchildgetstoschoolontime

Wehangupandicontinuewithmywalktothe

kitchenonlytofindThandialreadydonewith



breakfast

Me:morning

Thandi:whyareyououtofbed?Iwantedto

surpriseyouwithbreakfastinbed

Me:you'venevermademebreakfast

Her:becauseI'veonlywokenupinthesamehouse

asyoutwice.Firsttimeyouhadmeforbreakfast

Wesharealaughandisitdown.Thefoodisgood,

greatinfact.theonlywomanthathasevercooked

formeismymother.Noteventhebabymamahas

evercookedforme

Her:I'mlookingforwardtotherapy.ireallythinkwe

canbegoodtogether.

Me:hmm



Sheraisesaneyebrowwhilestaringatme.Iputmy

forkandknifeonthetableandreleaseasigh

Me:canIbeHonest?

Shenods

Me:theonlyreasonI'mgoingtogototherapyisfor

youandbecauseitwaspartofthedealwhen

Simlindilestayedhere.ThandiIlikethingstheway

theyare,nodrama,noexpectationsandno

disappointments.Idon'tknowwhyyouwouldwant

thattochange

Her:becauseIthinkIloveyou

Mywholebodygoescold.That'sthelastthingI'm

expectingtohearfromher.SheknowsthatI'm

incapableofreciprocatingthosefeelings



Me:youdon'tmeanthat

Her:Ido.YoudeserveloveSabelo.Youareworthy

oflovefromotherpeopleapartfromyourfamily.

Me:Thandistop

Her:no.Youneedtohearthis.I'mnotgoingto

rejectyoulikeyourmotherdid,Iwon'twalkaway

fromyou.Iloveyou

Shegetsupandapproachesmeandwhenherarms

wraparoundme,Itenseupandfreeze

Her:youcanpunishmeifyouwantbutitsnotgoing

tochangemyfeelingsforyou.IloveyouSabelo

Smith

Ipushheroff,maybealittletoohardbecauseshe

landsonthefloor.I'mmorehurtthanIamangry

Me:I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantopushyou



Iextendmyhandtoherbutshedoesn'ttakeit.

Insteadshegetsuponherown

Me:I'msorry

Her:I'mnotgoingtowaitforeverforyouandIcan't

forceyoutogethelpbutI'mdonebeingyour

punchingbag.I'mdiscoveringmyworthandyou

don'ttreatmethewayIdeservetobetreated.yesi

loveyoubutyoudon'tseethatandthereisnothingi

candoaboutit.youcanapologizeallyouwantbut

thatangerandhurtthatyouarekeepingbottledup

isstartingtooverflow

Me:don'tpsychoanalyzemeThandi

Shewalkstowardsme,I'minjustmybriefsandshe

isinthatgownagainandjustpanties.Iwatchas

shepullsdownmybriefsandgoesonherknees,

I'malreadyhardandthemomentsheputsmeinher

mouth,Igroanlikeawildanimal.Asmyeyesshut



andiallowthepleasuretotakeovermybody,itsas

ififeelmysoulfloatingaway.Sheisslowand

gentle,hertonguerotatingaroundthetipwhileher

handgentlymassagesmyballs.whenIcanfeel

thatI'mabouttoexplodeIhelpherupthenkissher,

atfirstthekissishardandfastbutsomethingin

mewantstotrythisslowkissingandgentlesex.

Thandiisn'tlikeSne,Iwanthertobehappy.Iwant

hertostaywithmeandasmuchasIamindenial

aboutit,Iamwillingtodoanythingforheraslong

asshestayswithme.Therobeslidesoffherbody

asialsostepoutofmybriefsthenipickherup,

bridalstyle.Shelaughsandsqueals

Her:whatareyoudoing?

Me:I'mgoingtomakelovetoyouandIcan'tdothat

here

Icontinuekissingherslowlyuntilwereachthe

bedroomthenIplaceheronthebed.Mykisses

movetoherjawline,downherneckuntiligettoher



boobs.Hernipplesarerockhard,beggingmeto

suckonthemandIdo.Itsthewayshemoansand

saysmyname,thewayherbodyquiversundermy

touchandthewayinwhichherwetnesshas

dampenherlacethongthathasmynetherregions

throbbingandleakingalready.Asigrazemyteeth

onhercookieoverherpanties,herhandgoesfor

myhead.Thisisafirstforus,I'venevergonedown

onherdespiteherbeggingmenumeroustimes.I

usemyteethtogetridofthesexywhitethongthen

blowwarmairintoherforbiddenfruitbefore

devouringherasifsheismyfirstmealafter

monthsofstarvation.Mytongueflicksonherbud

thenentersher,aquickinandoutbeforeslowlicks

andsucksonherbud

Her:ohyesrightthereSabelo.That'sthespot.Ahh

don'tstop

Igoonuntilshecumsandherjuiceswashovermy

lips.imovemykissesupuntilireachherfacethen



kisshersoshecantasteherself.Asikissher

slowly,I'malreadyrubbingmyselfatheropening

thenienterslowly.Inchbyinch,hernailsdigging

deepintomybackandherlegscrossedonmybutt,

pushingmein

Me:norushingtoday

Itfeelsdifferent,mystrokesaresloweryetmy

wholebodyisignited.thereisnobarrierbetweenus,

ourbodiesarepressedtogetherandicanfeelevery

Inchofher.Wecan'tgetanycloserthanthis.Iput

herarmsaboveherhead,lockingourfingersasi

feelherwallstightenaroundme.Sheistryingto

holditinbutI'malsoclose.Ilickherear,pullonher

earlobethenwhispertoher

Me:letgo.Cumwithme

Iincreasemypacejustabitthenwecumtogether.



HermoanistheloudestI'veeverheardandI'mstill

thrustingandgroaningasiemptymyseedsinher.

Thekissiplaceonherforeheadafterwardsis

involuntarily.Itjustfeltliketherightthingtodo.As

myeyesopen,InoticethatsheiscryingandIpanic

Me:Thandi

Sheshakesherhead

Me:what'swrong?

Her:nothing.Thatwasjust...amazing.Mybodyis

stilltingling.Isitsowrongformetofeelspecial

rightnow?

Iwithdrawmyselffromher,walkouttothe

bathroomandreturnwithawettowel.Iwipeher

beforewipingmyself.Anotherfirstformebutright

nowI'monautopilotmode.Justgoingwiththeflow
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<Simlindile>

Its23h33whenmyphoneringswakingmeupfrom

adeepsleep.Thenumberbelongstoalandlineand

becauseiknownotalotofpeoplehavethisnumber,

I'lljustassumeitsoneofthosetelecommunications

marketersbecausethosepeopledon'tsleep.It

stopsringingonlytostartagain,frustratingmeout

ofmymindsoIanswer

Me:hello

??:helloma'am,amIspeakingtoMrsSimlindile

Ngcobo?

Me:yesyouare

Theannoyanceandirritationisevidentinmyvoice.

It'salmostmidnightsoyoucan'tblamemefor

beingrude



Him:ma'amyouarespeakingtodetectiveShabane

atthePietermaritzburgpolicestation.I'mcalling

youwithregardstoyourhusband

Thefirstthoughtthatcomestomymindisthathe

hasescaped.Myhearthasjumpedtomythroatand

isbeatingabnormallyfast.WhatdididotoGodfor

himtohatemethismuch?Thelittlebitof

happinessI'veheldontofordearlifeoverthepast

coupleofweeksisabouttobesnatchedfromme

Him:ma'amareyoustillthere?

Iclearmythroat

Me:yesI'mstillhere

Him:I'dlikeyoutocometothestationtomorrowat

9am.



Me:iseverythingok?

Him:wewilldiscusseverythingtomorrow.make

sureyoubringsomeonewithyou

ThewayI'mfreakingoutrightnow,thereisnoway

I'llbeabletogobacktosleepsoIgetoutofbed

andheaddownstairs.AsipassSambulo'sroom,I

noticethelightsarestillonsoiknock

Sambulo:comein

Iwalkintofindhimonhisbacklayingonatowel

doingsitups.Heishalfnaked,abitsweatyand

reallysexyevenifmymarriedselfsaysso.I've

nevernoticedhisbodyuntiltoday,walkinginon

himhalfnakedtwiceisprobablywhathasforced

metotakenotice.Hetakesonelookatmeand

smiles

Him:twiceinoneday?I'maluckymantoday



Me:Ican'tsleep

AsmuchasIwanttotellhimaboutthephonecall

fromhiscousin,I'mstartingtofeelasifI'm

dependingonhimforalotofthings.Hehasalready

donesomuchandalreadyIfeelasifIowehim

morethanjustasimplethankyou

Him:todaywasquitehecticforyousoIunderstand

Me:whyaren'tyousleeping?

Him:mymindiscloudedsoI'mworkingoutwith

thehopeoftiringmyselfandsleeping

Heisonhisfeetnowstandinginfrontofmeand

juststaring.IshouldbeusedtohisstaresbutI'm

not.Itsnotsomuchthestaresthatgettomebutits

thewayhelooksatme.HelooksatmelikeI'm

fragile



Me:I'mgoingtomakehotchocolate,wantsome?

Him:yeah.Comebackherewithit,wecanwatcha

movieandhopefullygetsleepy.I'mjustgoingto

takeashowerfirst

Inodthenwalkout.Iknowiwon'tfallasleep,that

callfromthecopsisstillplayinginmyhead.I

wonderwhattheproblemisthattheycan'tdisclose

itoverthephone.aftermakinghotchocolateand

warmingupchocolatechipmuffins,imakemyway

upstairs.thesoundsoftheshowerrunningandhis

beautifulvoicefilltheroom.Iknowthissong,it'sa

LaurynHillsong

Him:"you'rejusttoogoodtobetrue.can'ttakemy

eyesoffyou.Ineedyoubabyandifitsquitealrighti

needyoubabytowarmthelonelynights.Iloveyou

baby.TrustinmewhenisayitsOK.Ohprettybaby,

don'tletmedownipray,ohprettybaby.Nowthat

I'vefoundyou,stayandletmeloveyou"



Hewalksouttheshowerstillsingingthatsongbut

stopswhenheseesmeandsmiles.Theonlytime

hehaseverlookedatmewithoutasmileonhis

faceisthedayhecametothehospitaltoserve

Sandile'ssummons.IstillrememberhowSandile

torethosepaperstoshredsandthrewtheminthe

binasiftheywereworthlessbuttheangerwas

evidentonhisface.

Me:pleasedon'tstop

Hechuckles

Him:youwantmetosingforyou?

Inodwithmyownsmileonmyface

Him:Iwill.JustnottodaybutIpromiseyouIwill

singforyou



Heputsonsweatpantsoverhisbriefs,switchesthe

TVonandwegetonthebed.I'mnervousforsome

reason,I'veneversharedabedwithanotherman

beforebutHeseemsrelaxed

Him:whatdoyouwanttowatch?

Me:MeBeforeYou

Him:justdon'tcry

IknowIwillbecauseasmuchasI'vewatchedit

before,Ialwaysexpectadifferentending.Thereis

silencebetweenusasweeatourmuffins,drinkour

hotchocolateandwatchtheemotionalmessthatis

thismovie.BythetimeI'mdoneeating,I'verelaxed

abitandheisjustwatchingthemovieintensely

Him:youdone?

Me:yeah



Him:comehere

Heisindicatingthatilaymyheadonhischest.I

don'tthinkitsappropriatesoijustshakemyhead

Him:Iwon'ttryanything,Ipromise.Ijustwantyou

tobecomfortablesothatyoucanbeabletofall

asleep.Ipromise

Me:pleasedon'ttryanything

Him:I'mjustgoingtoholdyou

Islowlymoveclosertohimandlaymyheadonhis

chestwithhisarmaroundme.Heisrubbingmy

back,slowlybutitfeelsniceanditsprobablyhowi

fellasleepbecauseIknowididn'tfinishthemovie.

ThenextdaywhenIwakeup,heisn'tinbedand

thereisnoshowerrunning.Icheckthetimeonhis

watchandits6:30amsoigetup,makehisbedthen

asI'mabouttowalkouttomyownroom,hewalks

infullydressedinnavyslimfitpants,acrispwhite



shirtandanavywaistcoat.helooksgood,better

thangoodactually.helookssexy.Thesignature

smiletopsoffhislook

Him:goodmorning

Me:morning.youletmesleephere

Him:ithoughtifiwokeyouup,youwouldstruggle

tofallasleep

Me:oh.uhmcanyouaskKamototakemetothe

policestation?DetectiveShabanecalledmelast

nightandheaskedmetocomein

Hissmiledisappearsandhefrowns.I'mtryingto

figureoutwhatthislookmeansbutican'tputmy

fingeronit

Him:I'lltakeyoumyself

Me:areyousure?Idon'twanttoinconvenienceyou

Him:youcouldneverinconveniencemeSimlindile.



I'mgoingtodropLwandisooffatschoolthenwe

cangoafterdroppingoffShakaandSomila

Me:alright.I'llshowerinthemeantime

IknowthereisavibebetweenSambuloandI,its

beentheresincethefirstdayimethimbutIdon't

wanttoexploreitwhenitcouldstillputhislifein

danger.I'malsonotreadyforarelationship,Iknow

howbrokenIam,IknowthetrustissuesIhaveand

IknowthehurtI'vebeenthrough.Idon'twantto

exploresomethingwhileI'mstillcarryingsomuch

baggage.AftermyshowerIputonblackjeansthat

arerippedattheknees,awhitetanktopanda

knittedcardiganthatcomesjustbelowmybutt.I

putonmykneehighboots,tiemyhorriblelooking

hairinaponytailthenheaddownstairs.inolonger

havescarstocoverupsoIhaven'twornmakeupin

awhile.DownstairsIfindSomila,Shakaandtheir

mother

Me:morning



Gugu:morningSimi,youlooknicethismorning

Me:thankyouma

Shaka:goingsomewhere?

Me:yesbutitwilljustbeforafewhoursthough

Gugu:breakfasthasbeenpreparedsohelp

yourselves.I'mgoingbacktobed.iwasjustupto

makeLwandiso'slunch

Shewalkstowardsthestairs,leavingmewiththese

twobeautifulsouls.Sambuloreturnswhenweare

donewitheverythingsowejustgetinthecarand

driveoff.WedropthetwoatUKZNbeforedrivingto

PMB.Itstenseinthecar,ikeepprayingthatSandile

didn'tescapebecauseifhedid,Imightaswelljust

signmysuicidenotetoday

Sambulo:ready?

Ishrugmyshouldersbutwhenwewalkinto



DetectiveShabane'soffice,icanfeelmyselfgetting

dizzyandmykneesgettingweaksoiquicklysit

down

Shabane:morningguys

Sambulo:morningmzala

Me:morning

Shabane:thereisnoeasywaytosaythissoI'mjust

goingtocomeoutandsayit.MrsNgcobo,last

nightyourhusbandgotintoadisagreementwith

oneofhiscellmatesanditgotphysical.I'msorryto

betheonetotellyouthisbutyourhusbandwas

killedherelastnight.wearegoingtoneedyouto

comeidentifythebody

Ittookmeagoodcoupleofminutestofullygrasp

whatisbeingsaidtome.IknowSandilehada

temper,Ihavefirsthandexperiencewithhisviolent

Behaviourbuthedidn'tdeservetodie.Notlikethis.

Asthetearsrolldownmycheeks,IfeelSambulo's



armaroundmyshouldersandIallowhimtohold

me.I'veblamedmyselfforalotofthingsbutthisis

notmyfault.Irefuseforthismantostillmakeme

carryhisguiltevenwhenheisdead.Hewasmy

husband,weweremarriedfor5yearsandwe've

beentogetherfor8years.Mytearsarejustifiedbut

hedidthistohimself.Thattemperofhisfinallytook

hislifeinsteadofmine.LordIamgrateful.
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<Sambulo>

ThedaySimlindilelefttobewithherhusband's

familyduringtheirdifficulttime,apartofmefelt

likeithadleftwithher.I'vegottenusedtoseeing

hereverydayandiknowwheneverythingsettles

down,shewillwanttomoveoutofhereandfindher

ownplace.I'mnotlookingforwardtothat,Ilove

havingheraroundhere.ItsaSaturdaytodaysoI'm

justlazingaroundthehouse.TheTVisplayingbut

I'mnotevenwatchingit



Dad:heyindodawhenareyoumovingout?

Isituponthecouch,turnmywholebodytolookat

him.Whatisgoingonwiththismantoday?He

knowshecan'tkickmeout,mamawilldealwith

himnicely

Him:don'tlookatmelikethat,Iaskedyoua

question

Me:andaztata,Ihaven'tthoughtaboutthatand

besidesmamaloveshavingmearound

Him:wellstartthinkingaboutitandIknowyou

killedthatgirl'shusband.Whatthehelliswrong

withyou?

Ohboy.Hereitcomes.Maybeireallyshouldlook

intomovingoutjusttoescapetheselifelessons

frommydad.Hethinkstheyarewisewordsbut

theynevermakesense.bythetimeheisdone

talking,youareleftmoreconfusedthanyouwere



whenhestarted

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Him:don'tpissmeoffSambulo.Iwillfuckyouup.

Killingthatgirl'shusbandwon'tmakeherloveyou

soidon'tknowwhatyouweretryingtoprove

Me:ididn'tkillanyone'shusbandbutI'mnotsad

thatthemanisdead

Him:youknowwhenImetyourmama,shewas

withsomeoneelse

Mamawalksinjustashesaysthis.Shesitsnextto

himandhekissesher.I'mnottalkingaboutapeck

onthelipshere,I'mtalkingabouta'Iwanttotake

youtobedrightnow'kindofkiss.reallymyparents

arequiteinappropriate

Me:I'mleaving

Dad:nositdown.Iwanttoeducateyouonhowto



winawomanover.Yourmotherwaswithsome

lousyandpoorguywhenImetherandshethought

shewashappy

mom:excuseme,Iwashappy

Mydadchuckles,turnstohiswifeandlooksather

withoneeyebrowraised

Mom:what?Iwashappy

Dad:yousleptwithmeaweekbeforeyourlobola

negotiations

Me:wowmama,Iwillneverlookatyouthesame

Mymotherblushesandburiesherfaceinmydad's

neck.Heeehthesetwohavequiteastoryitellyou

Dad:shecouldn'tresistme.Iwasquitethehunk

backinmytime



Mom:youstillaresthandwasami

Dad:enkosinanazi

Theystartkissingagainuntilithrowascatter

cushionatthem

Me:canwenotlosefocusplease?Thankyou

Dad:pointis,sheeventuallyendedupwithme

withoutmehavingtokillanyonebecauseweare

destinedtobetogether

Mymotherquicklyremovesherheadfrommydad's

shoulderandlooksatmewithfrownedeyebrows

Mom:Sambuloyouarekillingagain?

Ilaugh.itsaseriousquestionbutthemannerin

whichsheisaskingitiswhatgetsmelaughing.As



ifI'marecoveringkillerthatjustrelapsed.Itsnot

likethat.SabeloandIhavekilledsomeonebefore,

justonepersonanditwasn'tjustforthefunofit.

it'saguySabeloputinjailwhilehewasstilla

prosecutor.Hisfriendsontheoutsidewere

threateningourfamily,theymuggedandalmost

kidnappedSomilasowedealtwiththeguyandhis

gang.Whenourlovedonesarethreatened,wegoto

greatlengthstoeliminatethethreat.

Me:nomamaandtatatheguymamawaswith

beforeyouwasn'tbeatingher.Simlindilewasn't

goingtostartherlifewhilethatguywasstillalive.I

didn'tdothisformyownselfishreasons.Ididitfor

her

Mom:justmakesurethatsheneverfindsoutthat

youwereinvolved.Itwillchangeeverything

betweenyouguys.Itsthekindofsecretyoutaketo

thegrave

Inod.Sheisrightaboutthat.Simlindileisvery



sensitive,sheisthesamewomanthatkickedme

outofherroomatthehospitalbecauseIhadcalled

her.

*

ItsbeenamonthsinceNgcobodied,Simlindileis

backtoteachingattheschoolandjustasIhad

expected,shemovedoutfrommyparentshouse

twoweeksago.FornowsheStayswithhermother

andhersister.I'mtryingveryhardnottofeel

rejectedbyherrightnowbutitsnoteasy.Inaway

I'mexpectinghertoseemyloveforherthroughthe

actionsandnothavingtotellher.Itscrazybutdon't

theysayactionsspeaklouderthanwords?Today

I'matcourtforthewholedaywithKamo,thekidis

slowlytougheningup.Theonethingmydadtaught

meisthatIshouldalwayssurroundmyselfwith

peopleicanlearnsomethingfromandpeoplethat

canlearnsomethingfromme.That'swhyKamois

stillaround,heislearningthingsfromme

Kamo:sirisn'tthatMrsSimlindile?



Iturnaroundanditisher,sheisinblackclothing

fromtoptobottom,accompaniedbythreemales.I

haven'tseenhersinceshemovedoutsoasshe

approachesus,myeyesarelockedonherandthe

smilethatonlyshecanebringtomyfaceisslowly

creepingon

Simi:helloSambulo.HeyKamo

Kamosmilesandwaves

Me:heystranger.Howareyou?

Ireachforahugbutoneoftheguyssheiswith

quicklyblocksme,leavingmeconfusedand

annoyed.Simlindileprobablyreadsmyexpression

becauseshestartsexplaining



Her:Ihaven'tbeencleansedyetsoI'mnotallowed

tobeincontactwithanotherman

Me:oh.Whenyouhavebeencleansed,dogivemea

call

Shesmiles,nodsandwalksaway.Idon'tknowhow

muchlongerIwillbeabletokeepmyfeelingsfor

herhidden.TheygrowstrongereverytimeIseeher.

IjustwanthertobeminebecauseslowlyI'm

startingtofeelasifIcan'tlivewithouther.When

courtadjournsfortheday,Idrivestraighthome.I

justwanttobealonerightnow.Ilockmyselfinmy

room,pluginmyheadsetsandlistentomusicwith

myeyesclose.Ijustwanttodriftawaytoaplace

wherenothingbutmusicmatters.Weallhaveour

ownwaystoescapeourproblems.Istillremember

beingdiagnosedwithdepressionat16yearsold

andsexualaddictionat18yearsold.SomehowIstill

believemysexualaddictionwasaphase,Iusedsex

tocopewithmylackofemotionalintelligence.Ilike

ahappyenvironmentandIdojustaboutanything

tokeepthatkindofenvironmentandmostofthe



timesitmeanssacrificingmyownfeelingsand

emotions.Idon'tshowmysadnessormyhurtin

public,idratherbehappyaroundpeopleandthen

laterlockmyselfinmyroomandcryinthedark.

RightnowI'mfeelingeverybottleemotioncoming

crashingdownonme.Myeyesareclosedbutitsas

ifI'mwatchingamovieofeverythingthathastaken

placeinthepast10weeks.Frommyownaccident,

tothethingsIfoundoutaboutSimlindileand

everythinginbetween.I'mdrowninginapoolof

emotionstodayandIguessjustthesightof

Simlindileandnotbeingabletoholdheriswhat

triggeredallofthis.Idon'tknowwhenifellasleep

butmyphoneisringingrightnow,wakingmeup.

Itsjustafter10pmsowhyisKuhlecallingme?

Me:sho

Kuhle:uphi?

Me:I'minbedsleepingbruh.what'sup?

Him:onaFridaynight,ulelewena?Hayindodavuka,

siphakwaMax.Zwakalaboy



Me:I'mtiredbruh

Him:selaiRedbulluzwakala.Everyoneishere

exceptyou

Me:whoiseveryone?

Kuhleisthekindofguythatdoesn'ttakenoforan

answer.Hecanjustshowuphereandphysically

dragmetowheretheyaresoitsbestngizivukele

ngokwami

Him:yourbrothers,mybrother,thewhiteboys,my

sisterandherwhitefriend,Thandi,Zen,Zahand

Maya

Me:niphuzaneynganemosKuhle.Zenisa

teenager

Him:yiCherryyentwanayakhonjena

Me:what?Youknowwhat,I'mcoming

Itakemyanxietypills,freshenupandheadout.I'm



completelyoffmedicationbuttherearedayslike

todaywhenistruggletocontrolmyemotionsand

thereforethepillscomeinhandy.WhenIgetto

KwaMax,Ispottheminstantly.theyarethebiggest

group.Afterhuggingthegirls,Iorderabottleof

JohnnieWalkerBlacklabelandstillwaterfor

myself

Me:Ican'tbelieveIwaswokenuptobuymyown

drinks

Ntando:whohadpromisedtobeyourblesser?

Me:intwanayakho

Kuhle:don'tlie.Ican'tbelieveyouweresleepingon

aFridaynight.

Becauseihadmissedsupper,mystomachisnow

growlingsoIorderwingsandchips.Whenmyfood

arrives,everyonedigsinsoIhavetoorderanother

platter



Me:whydoesitfeellikeI'mtheblessertonight?

Maya:yourfeelingsarespotonbrother.Sospoton

Thisisagreatwaytounwindandtakemymindoff

things.Goodfood,greatcompanyandlotsof

alcohol

Kuhle:thel'utshwalasphuzeman
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<Sabelo>

TodayisourfirsttherapysessiontogetherandI'm

nervous.OverthepastmonthIguessthingshave

changedbetweenusbutsofaritsbeenslow

changes.Fromthewaywehavesextotheincrease

insleepovers.Shestilltellsmeeverydaythatshe

lovesmebutIcan'tbringmyselftosayitback

becauseIdon'twanttoacknowledgethatwhatI

feelislove.ItsdifferentfromanythingI'veeverfelt

towardsanotherpersonbutthatdoesn'tguarantee



thatitslove

Me:what'sthislady'snameagain?

Thandi:Amelia

Inod.Weareinthewaitingarea,myfootis

repeatedlytappingonthefloor.I'mtryingtocalm

downandit'snotworking

Her:sheisnice.Itwon'tfeelliketherapybutmore

ofaconversation.Myindividualsessionswithher

havebeengoingamazingly

Me:OK

Afewminuteslaterwearecalledin,myeyes

wonderaroundthewholeroom.InawayI'mtrying

tofamiliarizemyselfwiththesesurroundings.IfI'm

goingtogobareinthisroom,Ineedtofeelasense

ofsafetyandwarmth.



Thandi:Amelia,thisistheguyItoldyouabout.

SabeloSmith.Sabelo,thisisAmelia

Inod,extendmyhandforahandshakebutjustlike

99%ofallwomenontheplanet,sheisahugger

Amelia:itsgreattofinallymeetyouSabelo

SheissmilingandI'msureI'mcomingacrossas

themostrudepersonontheplanetbutIdon'tgo

aroundsmilingfornoreason.Thandiandisitona

twoseatercouchwhileshesitsonaoneseater

withhervoicerecorderonthetableandanotepad

andpeninherhand.Standardtherapysetup

Amelia:shallwebegin?

Thandilooksatmeandinodthenshedoesthe



same

Amelia:sincethisisajointcouplesession,iwon't

focussomuchonyouguysindividuallybutrather

onyourrelationship

Thatwordmakesmetenseupbutitrynottomake

ittooobviousthatI'muncomfortablewiththeterm

Amelia:sohowdidyouguysmeet,howdidthis

thingbetweenyoustartoff?

Thandi:WemetthroughMaya,sheisafriendof

minefromvarsityandherdadismarriedto

Sabelo'soldersister.Mayahadinvitedmetooneof

theirusualchillsessionswhichwasabraaithatday

atherboyfriend'shouse.Sabelowastheguywith

thebadboyattitude,drinkingwhiskeywhile

everyonedrankbeerandwasn'tinterestedinallthe

girlsthatwerethrowingthemselvesathim



Ishiftuncomfortablyasirecalltheeventsofthat

day.Ididn'twanttobeatLuke'shousebecauseof

allthekidsthere.ThandiandMayawerestillin

varsity,3yearsagoandMayahadinvitedher

friends.Iwas25atthetime,stillworkingasa

prosecutorandThandiwas21.Shekeptlookingat

meandbecausesheisexceptionallygorgeous,it

feltlikeacomplimenttome

Thandi:Iwasstillsleepingaroundatthetimebuti

hadonlybeenwithvarsityguys.Icouldn'tsustaina

relationshipbecausethereareelementsineeded

thatmyboyfriendscouldn'tgiveme.Nowherewas

thisguy,clearlyolderthanmeandIwantedtotake

himforaspin.myeyesfollowedhiseverymove

thatnight,iwaspreyingonhimandthemomenti

sawhimdisappeardownthepassageifollowed

him.wedidn'tspeak,ourbodiesdidthetalkingfor

us.HegavemewantIneeded,heworkedmybody

thewayitwantedtobeworked.Hewasrough,

controllingandpossessivebutinsteadofthat

hurtingmeordegradingme,itfueledme,ittook



awaytheitchandforthefirsttime,Ifeltsatisfiedin

mysexlife

IchucklesoftlyandAmeliaturnstolookatme

Amelia:Sabelo?

Me:hearingherdescribethismakesmerealizehow

toxicwearetogether.Weenjoythingsthatmost

peoplewouldconsiderabusive.Therewasatime

shesprainedawristduringsex,anothertimei

pulledoffherbraidsbecauseIheldherhairtoo

tightandthetimeIleftherwithbruisesbecausei

hadgonetoofar.Thisthingbetweenusisnot

normal

Amelia:thefactthatyouacknowledgethatmeans

steponewillbeabreeze

Ishakemyheadandshelooksatmewith

confusion.Shewon'tUnderstandthisevenifItell

herbutyouknowwhat,letmehumourher



Me:ThandiwantsthingsIcan'tgiveher.Shewants

arelationship.I'mnotcapableofbeingina

relationshipwithsomeone.Ialreadyfeellikecrap

becauseshesaysshelovesmeandican'tsayit

back

Amelia:andwhycan'tyousayitback?Isitbecause

youdon'tloveher?Sabeloeveryoneiscapableof

lovingsomeoneandeveryoneisdeservingoflove

Me:notme

Thandi:hedoesn'tbelievemewhenisayIlovehim,

that'swhyhewon'tsayitback.Hetensesupevery

timeisayitbutifeelhisloveformeeverytimehe

makeslovetome.Theloveistherebutheis

shieldingit,ijustdon'tknowwhy

Youknow30minutesisnothingwhenitendswhile

somanythingsarehangingintheair.NowIhaveto

comebackforanothersessionbecauseAmelia

believeswestillhavealongwaytogo.Idecideto

makeanappointmentformyownindividual



sessions.Maybeifiseeheralone,I'llbe

comfortableenoughtotellherthatI'mavoidinga

relationshipoutoffear.I'mscaredthatifwetake

awaythecrazyandwildsex,mypossessiveness

andcontrol,ThandiwillseethatIain'tshitandfind

someoneelse.Themomentshegetsridofthe

fuckedupissues,shewillrealizethatshedeserves

somuchmorethananiggawithgooddickand

wherewillthatleaveme?Outinthecoldbecause

sheisslowlybreakingdownthewallsI'vebuilt

aroundmyheart.Ihadsexwithherwithouta

condom,itwasonceandasriskyasitwas,being

thatintimatewithherchangedeverythingforme

Thandi:sohowwasit?

Wearedrivingtoherhouse,theplanistodropher

offsoIcanfetchmysonfromschoolandspend

timewithhim

Me:itwasok.Ameliaisnice



Her:youweretensedthough

Me:probablybecauseitwasmyfirsttime

Her:yeahprobably.Itgetsbetterwithtime.I'm

havinglunchwithSimitomorrow.Welllunchanda

spaday

Changeofsubject,Iappreciatethat.Simlindilehas

beenasubjectmybrotherhasbeenavoidinglike

crazyandjudgingbytheabsenceoftheannoying

smile,thingsarenotgoingashehadhopedthey

wouldgo

Me:niziChomingoku?

Shelaughs

Her:yes.Wedidlivetogetherfortwoweekssowe

talked.Itsthefirsttimeshewillbegoingoutafter

removingthosegrievingclothes.



Me:wellhavefun

Her:don'tsulk,I'llseeyouaswell

Me:I'mnotsulking.I'mgoingtobespendingthe

weekendwithLwandisoanyway.I'vebeen

neglectingmychild

Her:yeahyouhave

Igiveherthesideeyeandshestartslaughing

whichforsomereasonmakesmesmile

Her:what?Sabeloissmiling.Thisisarareoccasion.

itslikecrossingpathswithadinosaurinthe21st

century

Me:youhavesuchaweirdlaugh.Itscuteactually

Shestartsblushing

Her:sowhyareyousmiling?



Me:becauseyouhaveacutelaugh

Her:that'ssostupid

Wheniparkoutsideherhouse,iswitchoffmy

engineandstareather.NotcrazySambulokindof

staresbutIjustlookather.Awomanthisbeautiful

can'tbeinlovewithme,itmakesnosense

Her:what'swrong?

Me:nothing.Havedinnerwithmetomorrow

Her:andLwandiso?

Me:hisotherdadwillwatchhim

Her:OKthenandSabeloIreallyappreciateyour

efforts

Me:theleastIcandoismeetyouhalfway.You

thinkihaveaholdonyouyetyouhavenoideahow

muchofaholdyouhaveonme.Youdeservemore

thanjustabrokenmanlikemewhocan'teventell

youthathelovesyou



Weshareahugandashortkissbeforeshegetsout

thecar

Her:Iloveyou

Sheclosesthedoorandwalksaway.Iwatchher

untilsheisinsidethehousethenidriveoff.Its

almost2pmanywaysoimightaswellgofetchmy

boy.I'mmakingsomanymistakeswiththis

fatherhoodthing.LatelyI'vebeenputtingeverything

andeveryonebeforehimandiwanttomakeupfor

that.Iseehimapproachingthecarsoiunlockthe

backseatandhegetsin

Lwandiso:hellotata

Me:heychamp.Ugrand?

Him:yep.yougood?

Me:I'mawesomemyguy.TodayI'myourchauffer



andMywalletisatyourdisposal.Anywhereyou

wanttogo,I'lltakeyou

Him:really?Awesome.Canwegotothebeachand

thentothecasinoandsteers

Me:casino?Youaretooyoungforthat

Him:thereisakidssidekaloktata.Iwenttherelast

weekendnoTataanditwassomuchfun.Weshould

go.You'llhavefun,ipromiseyou.
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<Simlindile>

Iwishicouldsaymylifegoteasieraftermyabuser

waskilledbutitdidn't.Itsasifhisfamilyhastaken

overfromwhereSandileleftoff.Althoughtheir

abuseisn'tphysical,itsasbadastheabuseIhad

enduredinmymarriage.Thedayibumpedinto

SambuloincourtIwaswithSandile'sfatherandhis

brother.Theyhavebeenonmycaseabouthiswill

sincethedayIburiedmyhusband.Ijustwantthis



moneytobereleasedsothatIcanleavethatfamily

forgood.Mylifeneedstomoveon.ItsSaturday

todayandI'mmeetingupwithThandiforlunchand

aspadate.UsithandileandJessicaarejoiningus

too.I'msohappythatidon'thavetogoaround

wearingallthoseblackclothesanymore.Itwas

gettingdepressingreally.Sliwalksintomyroomas

I'mgettingready

Me:andthen?What'swiththelook?

Sli:andwhereareyougoing?

Me:I'mmeetingupwithafriendforlunch

Sheraisesoneeyebrowandthelooksheisgiving

merightnowisjustconfusing

Her:doesthisfriendhappentobeSambuloSmith

Me:no!Ofcoursenot

Her:whynot?Youknowtheguyiscrazyaboutyou



Me:Idon'tknowthatandevenifido,ijustburied

myhusbandamonthago.Itstoosoon

Her:mxmsamehusbandyouwereabouttodivorce?

Itsnotlikeyouwerestillinlovewiththeguy

Idon'texpecthertounderstand,sheneverliked

SandilebutIlovedhimatsomepointandeven

whenhediedistilllovedhimbutIwasnolongerin

lovewithhim.Butmylifeisajoke,I'malreadya

widowat26andI'mstillinglivingathome.Itsasif

Sandileknewthathewasgoingtodieandhe

wantedtoleavemewithnothing,notevenaroof

overmyhead

Her:justgivetheguyachance

Me:I'mnotreadySli.HeisgreatbutIwon'tbethe

kindofwomanhewants.RightnowI'mstillbeing

selfishwithmyself.I'mrebuildingmyself

confidence,I'mfindingmyselfandlearningtolove

myselfagain.Youknowhowtheysayyoucan't

pourfromanemptycup



Sherollshereyesandistartlaughing.Weare

slowlybuildingourrelationshipagain,wetalkabout

everythingandsheismypillarthroughallthe

dramaI'vehadtofacewithSandile'sfamily.After

gettingdressed,Icombmyshorthair,yesifinally

gotaroundtocuttingitandshortherlooksgoodon

me.WhenthecabdropsmeoffatThandi'shouse,

mytwofriendsarealreadytheresippingon

alcoholicbeverages

Jess:Simi

Shejumpsuptohugme.Thisonealreadylooks

andsoundsdrunk.IalsohugUsithandileand

ThandithenThandigivesmeaglass

Me:what'sinhere?

Usi:champagnedarling

Me:alcoholics



Jess:ifwedon'tdrinkandhavesexthenwhatare

welivingfor?

Jessicaisalottodealwithbutsuchaburstof

freshenergy.Iloveher.Weleaveforthespain

Thandi'swranglerandthemusicwearebumpingis

amazing.Thatfeelgoodtypeofmusic.I'vemissed

this,beingabletobefreeandgooutwithout

lookingovermyshoulder.It'sactuallyquite

liberatingandrefreshing.Westartbyhavinglunch

Usi:soimetsomeonebutyhoguysheisoldhey

Me:howoldisold?

Usi:heis42andheismarried.Beforeyoujudgeme,

youhavetounderstandthatheisflames

Jess:that's12yearsolderthanyou.Areyouinsane?

Andheismarried?HayibabeIdonotsupportthis

Usi:thingisIdon'tneedyoutosupportit.I'mjust

tellingyoubecauseyouaremyfriend



Usithandiledoesn'tcareaboutalotofthings,she

followsherheartnomatterwhereitleadsherand

whatitdestroysalongtheway.Sheisstubborntoo

sotalkingheroutofhercrazydecisionsisawaste

oftime

Me:soareyouinarelationshiporjustfooling

around?

Usi:fornowI'mjustenjoyingthathespoilsme.The

guyhasmoneytoblowandI'mgladtojustbe

receivingit.I'mseeinghimtonightandIthink

tonightwillbethenightthecookieisserved

Thandi:justbecarefulUsithandile.thefactthathe

iswithyoumeanstherearetroublesathomebutat

theendofthedayhestillhasaWifeandkidsthat

hewillalwaysgohometoo

ThandihasbeenquietandI'mgladthiscomesfrom

herbutUsithandilejustrollshereyes,eatsherfood

anddrinksherwine



Usi:yhoguysyoureallyknowhowtojustmesswith

agirl'smood.Itsjustinnocentfun,I'mnotinlove

withtheguy.IkeepseeingPauleverywhereIgo

andineedadistraction.Ifthedistractioncomesin

theformofmarriedmanthatwantstothrowmoney

atmethensobeit

PaulisUsithandile'sex,shewassoinlovewithher

thatshedidn'tseewhenthelovebecameonesided.

Whenheeventuallylefther,thebreakuplefther

shatteredandwhatmademattersworseisthathe

leftherfora20yearold.Eversincethatbreakup,it's

beenalcoholandmeaninglesssexformydear

friend

Thandi:onamorelighternote,hasanyoneseen

Sambulolately?

Me:howisthatalighternote?

Thandi:everythingislightaboutSambuloexcept



hisfeelingsforyoubutwe'llalljustactblindtothat

likeyoudoSimi

Me:wow.Thatescalatedratherfast.Isawhimlast

weekFridayincourtsobestbelievethatheisalive

Itakeasipofmywineandfocusonmyfood.bythe

timewegettoourmassages,wearealltipsyexcept

forJessicawhoisfullblowndrunk.Thedayturns

outtobeamazing,agreatcatchupsessionand

drinkinggalore

Thandi:ijusttextedSabelotocomepickusup,I'm

notgettingbehindthewheel

Me:what'shappeningbetweenyouguys?

Usi:I'dalsoliketoknow.Sabeloissodarkand

twisted,it'sscary

Thandi:askmethatquestionagainin6monthsand

I'llhaveananswerforyou.Rightnowwearestill

workingonourselves.SimiIshouldgiveyou

Amelia'snumber,sheisamiracleworker



Me:Amelia?

Thandi:yes.Mytherapist

Slihasbeensayingthatineedtotalktosomeone

abouteverythingI'vebeenthroughbutI'vejustbeen

puttingitoff.I'vebeenquiteoverwhelmedlately.

SabeloshowsupwithSambuloandIthinkmylegs

startfailingmethemomentIlockeyeswithhim.He

iswearingdarkinkjeans,awhiteT-shirtandablack

jacketandblacksneakers.ItsJunenowsoitscold

buthelookssexy

Sabelo:musthavebeenniceifyouaresodrunk

Usi:relaxmzala,lightenup

Jess:fortherecordIjustwanttosayIstillthinkyou

twoareunbelievablysexyandmysteriousandso

yummy

Sambulostartslaughingwhileshakinghishead



Sambulo:youguysevengotthewhitegirldrunk?

NiWrongguys.I'mnotdrivingherhome,thecops

mightstopmethinkingIdruggedandkidnapped

her

Jess:youcandrugandkidnapmeanyday.You

havemyconsent

AtthispointI'malsolaughinglikecrazy.Sabelo

drivesThandi,UsithandileandJesshomewhileI

getinthecarwithSambulo.Theusualstaresare

therebutI'mfeelingbravetodaysoistareright

backathim

Sambulo:ididn'tknowyoudrinkalcohol

Me:itwasmyfirsttimetoday.Ihadsomuchfun

Hechucklesbutdoesn'ttakehiseyesofftheroad



Him:Icantell.DoyouneedanythingbeforeItake

youhome?

Me:Idon'twanttogohome.Iwanttogowhereyou

aregoing.Imissyou.Let'sgocatchup

Ipassedoutbeforewereachedwherewewere

headedbutwhenmyeyesopenthenextday,heis

rightnexttomeandheisawake.I'membarrassed

asIgetflashbacksofeverythingthathappened

yesterdayandtomakemattersworse,Ihavea

headache

Sambulo:goodmorningdrunkmaster

Heischucklinglikeachild.I'mgladheisfindingmy

mostembarrassingmomentfunnyandwhereis

thisplace?

Me:pleasedon'tstart



Him:whynot?Itwassogoodwatchingyouso

carefreeandhappy

Me:anddrunk.Wherearewe?

Him:Sambulo'shouse.Icouldn'ttakeyouhome,

youwerereallyoutofit

Igetoutofbed,I'minsweatpantsandaT-shirtthat

smellslikehim

Him:Thandigotyoudressed.Wellshestartedandi

finished

Me:Thandithinksyouareinlovewithme.Mysister

alsothinksthesamething

Hegetsoutofbedtoo,heisinjusthisboxers.I

don'twanttohavethoseconversationbecauseits

notGoingtoleadusanywherebutthecuriosityis

gettingthebetterofme.



Him:whatdoyouthink?

Ishrugmyshoulders.Idon'twanttoassume

anything.I'veknownthisguyforonlyafewmonths

buthehasbroughtsomuchchangeinmylifeand

inthewayIviewmyself.

Him:wellifyoudon'tknowthenIalsodon'tknow.If

someoneisinlovewithyou,youfeelit.Iknowyou

findmeattractivebutitsasifyouthinkitswrong

foryoutolookatmethatway.
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<Sambulo>

Therecomesatimeinaman'slifewhenhehasto

riskitallandprayforagreaterreward.Insimple

terms,IhavereachedthepointinmylifewhereI

havetomanup.



Simi:hediedSambuloandIwasn'tsadorhurtbyit.

IfanythingIwasrelievedbutIamstillnotfreefrom

him

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:hisfamilyhasn'tbeenparticularlykindtome.

Theywantmoney.Weweremarriedincommunity

ofpropertybuttheywantitall.Ihavenothingandi

wasbankingonthatmoneysoicanrebuildmylife

Me:givethemallofit

ShelookatmeasifI'mcrazybutshedoesn'tneed

thosepeople.Iftheythinktheycancontrolherwith

somethingasmeaninglessasmoney,theyhave

anotherthingcoming.Iwishshecouldjustbethe

carefree,happyanddrunkSimlindileIsaw

yesterday.OKmaybeminusthedrunkpartbutIjust

wanthertobehappy

Her:andthenwhatwillIbeleftwith?I'mentitledto

thatmoneyaswellSambulo.Iwentthroughhell



withthatman,theleasticandoisbenefit

financiallyfromhisdeath

Me:youwanttobefreefromthemright?Letthem

haveitall.I'llhelpyourebuildyourlife

Sheshakesherhead.Idon'tknowwhyshehasto

besostubbornabouteverything.Itsprobably

becausesheissostubbornthatshedoesn'tsee

howmuchIloveher

Her:you'vealreadyhelpedmewithsomuch.Ican't

takemoneyfromyou

Me:seeitasaloanthenifyouwantbutletgoof

thosepeople

Shesighs,takesonelookatmeandquicklylooks

away.Hershynessisstillthemostadorablething

I'veevercameacross



Her:whyareyoujustalwaystherewhenIneedhelp?

Me:becauseMaMthembu,yoursisterandThandi

arerightbutthat'sastoryforanotherday.Youare

notreadyforthekindofloveIhaveforyousoI'll

continuewaitinguntilyouare.Whatiwilltellyou

thoughisthatyouareeverythingtomeandIjust

wanttoseeyouhappylikeyouwereyesterday

Shestartsblushingandilaugh.Hereyesareglued

tothefloorandwearejuststandinginthemiddleof

theroomstaringateachother.WellI'mstaringat

herbecauseI'vecometotherealizationthatI'm

incapableoftakingmyeyesoffher

Her:IwanttogettoknowyouandIwantyoutoget

toknowme.I'mrediscoveringmyselfandmaybe

goingonthatjourneywithyouwouldn'tbesucha

badidea

Me:whatareyousaying?

Her:I'msayingIcan'tpromiseyouarelationship



rightnowbutIwantyouinmylife.Youareagreat

guySambuloandIknowyourheartispure.Ijust

needyoutobepatientwithme,takeyourtimeto

gettoknowmesoyouknowifyoureallydowant

measIambecauseIcan'tbesomeoneelsein

ordertopleaseyou

Iplacemyhandsonherwaistandsheliftsherhead

tolookatmewhileIpullhercloser.I'vewaited11

weeksjusttohearthosewords,tobeabletohold

herthewayI'mholdingherrightnowandtobeable

tobethisclosetoher.italmostfeelsasifI'm

dreaming,thatsheisrighthereinmyarms.Ilower

myheaduntilmyforeheadrestsonhers,takeina

deepbreathandclosemyeyes

Me:ngiyak'thandaSimlindile

Mylipsbrushagainstherswhileherspartslightly

towelcomemine.Thekississlow,itsmagical,its

amazinganditslikecomingupforabreathoffresh



air.WhenIpullback,shestillhashereyesclosed

andherbottomliptuckedsexilybetweenherteeth

Her:wow

Iplacealongpeckonherforeheadandhereyes

open.Wesmilesimultaneouslybeforeipullherin

forahug

Me:we'lltakethisatyourpace

Her:please

Me:OKbaby.Whateveryouwant,I'llgiveittoyou.

Let'sfreshenupandgetoutofhere.I'mtakingyou

outforbreakfast

Her:baby?Youarecute

Weshowerseparatelyanditsthemoaningscreams

fromSabelo'sroomthatchaseusoutmorethan

ourhunger.Thosetwoareforeverhavingsex,I'm



gladmychildisn'theretohearallofthis

Me:wheredoyouwanttogo?

Her:muggandbean...ifthat'sOKwithyou

Me:anywherewithfoodisOKwithme

Asiwatchhereat,followingeverymovementshe

makes,ifalldeeperinlovewithher.Thisstillfeels

unreal,likesomeoneisgoingtopinchmerightnow

andwakemeupfromthisbeautifuldream

Her:Sambuloeatandstopstaringatme.I'mnot

goinganywhere

Me:promiseme

Sheplaceshercutleryontheplateandleansback

onherchair.Shestillcan'tkeepeyecontactfor

longbutIlovethatshestilltriestoo



Her:whatamipromisingyou?

Me:thatyouwon'twalkawayfromme.Promiseme

Her:Sambulobabysteps.Please.I'mhereright

now,shouldn'tthatbewhatmattersfornow?

Ismile.Itsreallyhappening.Sheismineandsheis

herewithme

Her:noweatyourfoodbeforeitgetscold

Whileeating,istillstealglancesathereverynow

andthenandwhenshethinksI'mnotlooking,Ican

feelhereyesonme.Ipraythelordgivesmethe

strengthtoneverwillinglyhurtthiswomanbecause

asmuchaswethinkloveiseverything,sometimes

strengthisneededwhenloveleadsusastray.My

parentsaretheperfectlovestorybutI'llnever

forgethearingmymotherscreamingwhilemy

fatherbeather.SabeloandIwere8yearsoldatthe



time.IrememberTshepicomingdownthestairs

lookingformamaandhowSabeloconvincedherto

turnbackbecausehedidn'twanthertohearwhat

washappened.Myyoungersiblingswerenoteven

ayearoldatthetime.Eventilthisdaymyparents

don'tknowthatweknowweleftmydadforafew

monthsbecauseofwhathehaddonetoourmother.

That'showSabeloandIhavealwaysbeen.Weare

justblendedinthebackground,hearingandseeing

thingspeoplethinkwedon'tnotice.IthinkIonly

forgavemydadwhenwhenhemarriedmamabut

Sabelostillcarriesthatanger.Hetrieshardtohide

itbutwhenhethinksnooneislooking,iseehowhe

looksatourfatherwhenheisaroundmama.There

isthatsenseofwantingtobeprotectheratall

times.

Afterbreakfast,idriveSimihome.Sheneedsto

changethenI'mtakinghertothebeach.Everyone

lovesthebeach

Simi:areyoucomingin?



Me:nah.I'lljustparkafewhousesfromyourhouse.

ifyoutaketoolong,I'llrunawaywithsome

townshipgirlthatdrinkshansaforbreakfast

Shestartslaughing

Her:youaresopsycho

Me:itgetsworsewhenI'mwithyou.SayhitoSlifor

me

Her:ifitellheryouarehere,shewillcometoyou

Me:doessheknowanyhansadrinkinggirlsfrom

aroundhere?I'vecometorealizethatilikemy

womendrunkandbrave.Likehowyouwerelast

night

Herhandlandsonmyarmasshesmacksme

playfullybeforeshetriestoopenthedoorbuti

quicklylockit



Her:andnow?

Me:kissmefirstthenyoucango?

Her:youarealottodealwith.Woza

Me:lookatyouactingasifyoudon'twantmy

kisses.GirlIknowyouwanttosuckmyface

Her:ngizoyekayaz.

AsifI'lllether.Wekissforashortwhilethenshe

getsoutthecar.Whileiwaitforher,myphonerings,

it'sSabelo.I'mstartingtothinkthisguycan'tlive

withoutme

Me:half

Sabelo:areyoustillsleeping?

Me:weleft.Youthinkthere'sapersononthis

planetthatcansleepthroughThandimoaningand

screaminglikethat?

Him:tsek.I'vebeentellingyoutobuyahouse.That

wayyoucanwankallyouwant



Me:whatdoyouwantSabelo?

Helaughs.Iwaitforhimtofinishandgettothe

pointofthisphonecall

Him:bendimanendikuCheck(isha)ntwanayam.

Ak'khonto

Me:yesesuyadikabruh.Gofetchyourchildand

spendtimewithhim.Youpromisedhimthewhole

weekend

Him:eishyahnehandIstillhavetogotoTshepi's

house

Me:havefun

Heknowsidon'tentertainTshepisodrama.Ihang

upwhenIseeSimiandSliapproachingmycar.Sli

getsinthebackseatwhileSimireturnstothefront

seat



Sli:helloSbari

Simi:SlindileMthembucouldyoubeanymore

inappropriate?

IlookatSliontherearviewmirrorandsheis

finishedwithlaughter

Me:sbariwami,yougood?

Simi:youareentertainingher?

Me:I'msofteningherupsothatwhenIcomepay

Lobolaonedaysheremembersthatiwasoncenice

toherwhileshemadefunofmybaby

Sli:never.Nodiscountlana.Anywayletmego.I

wantedtocomesayheytomynewsbari

Shegetsoutthecarandidriveoff.It'swhenistop

atthetrafficlightthatitakealookather.Sheisina

shortbluedressandsandals



Me:youlooknicebaby

Her:thankyou

Me:thankyouwho?

Shegiggleswhileblushing.Dammitsheisso

perfect

Her:hayiSambulohawu

Me:what?I'mjustasking

Her:thankyoubaby

The'baby'comesoutasawhispersandijustsmile

tomyselfanddrive.
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<Sabelo>

It'snowMonday,Ihavemyfirstindividualsession

withAmeliaandforsomereasonI'mmorerelaxed



todaythanIwaswhenIwaswithThandi.Maybe

whatThandithinksofmematterstomemorethanI

think.I'mrunningabitlatebecausemy

consultationranlongerthanIhadwishedforbutit

justmeansmoremoneyforme

Me:sorryI'mlate

Ijustwalkedinandsheisalreadyattackingmewith

ahug

Amelia:notatrainsmashsinceyoucalledahead.

Howareyou?

Me:I'mgood.Iwaswithmysonthisweekendand

hejusthashiswayofmakingmehappy

Shesmilesandjotsdownwhatijustsaid.

LwandisoiseverythingtomeandIjusthopehe

turnsoutnothinglikehismotherandI.SneandI

arebothselfishpeople.Sheisselfishforleaving



mewithachildandI'mselfishforneglectinghim.

Tomydefensethough,I'mstilladjustingto

fatherhoodandfindingabalancewiththerestof

mylife

Her:soyouhaveason?

Inod

Me:heis9yrsoldandthebestthingtoeverhappen

tome

Her:that'ssweet.SotellmeaboutSabelo

Isigh.thisisthequestionIwasn'tlookingforward

tobuticandescribemyselfinoneword

Me:Sabeloisamess

Her:andwhydoyousaythat?



Me:becauseihaveeverythingthatmostpeople

wantbutidon'tappreciateitbecauseidon't

deserveit.Ihaveatwinbrother,wearenothing

alikeyetweareinthesamelineofbusiness.For

obviousreasons

Her:wewillgettotherelationshipyouhavewith

yourbrother.rightnowijustwantustotalkabout

you

Isigh.Howdoitalkaboutmyselfwithout

mentioningSambulo?Imeantheguyhasbeenwith

meallmylife.Iamnotmewithouthim

Me:uhmok.Ihadagreatchildhoodbutthe

greatnessofitstartedwhenIwas5yearsold.

beforethat,itwasjustOK.Iwasraisedbymy

grandparentsinPEaftermymotherleftusthere

andsheleftforthestates.Mydadonlystarted

beinginourliveswhenwewere3yearsoldsofor

thefirst3yearsofourliveswedidn'thaveparents.

Wewerejustkidsbutwepickedupthatwewere



unwanted,that'swhywewereleftwithour

grandparents.

Her:wasthatbecauseitwassomethingsaidinthe

environmentyouwereinorwasithowthesituation

madeyoufeel?

Me:itwasmoreofhowthesituationmadeusfeel.

Mygrandparentsdidtheirbest,wehadeverything

weneededandeverythingwewantedexceptour

parents.Wewantedourparentstoo.Whenmydad

movedtoPE,hewastherebuthewasn'treallythere.

Hewasamess,newlydivorcedandhejustdidn't

havetimeforus.Herewasthismanthatweneeded

andlongedforbuthecouldn'tevenspare5minutes

toplaywithus.ItfeltlikeIwasgettingrejectedall

overagainandthethingwithmeisthatIdon'ttake

rejectionwell.I'mlikeacentipede,ifyoupokeme,i

curlupandshutyouout.That'swhatIdidwithmy

dad,at3yearsoldIalreadyhadadvancedemotional

intelligence

I'veneverspokenaboutmychildhoodwithanyone.



peoplearequicktosaywehadmamasowewere

finebutmamawasn'ttherefromdayone.The

problemsandissuesdidn'tstartwhenwewereold

enoughtounderstandthem,theystartedfromday

onebutweonlyidentifiedthemwithnameswhen

wewereolder

Her:andhowhasthatworkedforyou?Beingclosed

offandnotlettingpeoplein?

Me:itworkedforafewyearsbutthenImetmama

andshebrokedownthosewallswithouteventrying.

Eventilthisday,Ihavenoideahowshemademe

loveherbutIdid.Ilovehermorethananything

becauseIfeelthatshesavedmefrommyself

Her:mama?

Me:myfather'swifebuttheonlymotherI'veever

had.Iwas4yrsoldwhenImetherandevenafter

spendingtwoyearswithmydad,nothingchanged.

Hewascoldtowardsus,hedidthebareminimum

liketakingustoschoolandfetchingusbutitdidn't

feellikehewasoutfather.Sambulowouldalways



reachouttohimonlytocomebackcryingwhenhe

dismissedhim

Sambuloisnothinglikeme,wemayhaveshared

thesameWombbutwearenotalike.Wemirror

eachotherthough.WhatIlackin,heexcelsatitand

viceversa.Hisemotionalintelligenceisonzero,he

doesn'tdealwithhisemotionsuntiltheyspillover

andheisforcedtodeal.Heistooforgiving,too

trusting,toolovingandattimestoonaive.

Her:soyourlifechangedwhenyouwere5yearsold?

Inod

Me:Iwasexcitedtohaveamotherdespiteknowing

thatshedidn'tgivebirthtomebutIneverdoubted

herloveforme

Her:soyoufeelyouareworthyofherlove?



Me:yes

Her:andwhyisthat?

Me:shehadtheoptionofrejectingusbutinstead

shechosetoloveus.Shemadetimeforus,

sometimeschoosingusovermydad.Wemattered

toher,infactwestilldo.Shefilledthatvoidwehad

oflongingforamother'slove

HonestlyIcouldgoonthewholedayspeaking

aboutmamabutweonlyhave30minsandagainit

feelsliketimehasbeenstolen

Her:whenyoucomeinagainonWednesday,wewill

gointodepthonyourrelationshipwithyourmother.

Youactuallyopenupeasilyforapersonthat's

closedoff

Shesmiles,idon'treturnthesmilebutihopeshe

knowsthatitsnotmetryingtoberude.itsjustthe

wayIam



Me:itsbecauseyouareastrangerandyouropinion

ofmedoesn'taffectme.I'mnotemotionally

attachedtoyou

Shenods

Me:idon'tmeanitinarudeway

Her:don'tworry,Ifullyunderstandwhatyoumean.

SoI'llseeyouagainonWednesday

Inod,getupandleave.Idon'tfeellighter,infactI

feelnumb.Ihaven'trevisitedmychildhoodinyears

butI'matpeacewithit.Ithappenedandit

contributedtothemaniamtoday.ThemanIam

tryingtochange.AfterleavingAmelia'soffice,I

grablunchatNandosthendrivetotheoffice.

TshepiisinmyofficewhenIwalkin,Iwas

supposedtogotoherhouseyesterdayand

somehowIcouldn'tmaketimeforit



Me:heysis

Tshepi:hi

Itsacoldandflathi

Me:uxolomahnmntasekhaya.IwaswithLwandiso,

Icompletelylosttrackoftime

Her:IneededtotalktoyouSabelo.Itwasimportant

Me:I'msorrybutwecantalknow

Isitdownandgivehermyfullattention.Sheisn't

OKbutTshepidoesn'tcomeseemeunlessthere

areproblems.I'malwayshereforher,sheknows

that

Her:mysuspensionhasturnedtoadismissal

Me:yougotfired?



Shenods.I'mnotshockedbutforhersakeIwill

pretendthatiam

Her:I'vesentoutmyCVsoI'mhopingthat

somethingwillcomeup.MomsuggestedthatIgo

workforKagiso

Me:atleastthat'sanoption

Her:Ican'tleaveDurbanSabelo.Mazwiischeating

onmeandhissidechickispregnant.Hedoesn't

knowthatIknow

Me:siswhenareyougoingtoopenyoureyesand

realizethateverythingstartedgoingsidewaysfor

youwhenyoumetthisguy?Heisholdingyouback.

Younolongertalktodadbecauseofhimandyou

areanunemployedalcoholicbecauseofhim.Open

youreyesTshepiso

Me:IlovehimSabeloandIcan'twalkaway

becauseI'malsopregnant.Itoldhimlastweekand

hestormedout.Hehasn'treturnedyet.Hisphone



ringsunanswered,hereadsmytextsonWhatsApp

butdoesn'treply

Isigh.Ivowednevertoinvolvemyselfinmysisters'

businessbutthismightforcemetobreakthatvow.

MybiggestproblemisthatifIfuckthatguyup,it

willruinmyrelationshipwithmysister

Me:sowhatareyougoingtodo?

Her:Idon'tknow.Ireallydon'tknow

Me:myadvicetoyouisthattakethejobKagisois

offeringyou,movetoPretoriaandraiseyourchild.

TellMazwiwhereyouaregoingandifhewantsto

beinthechild'slifethenhewillmakeaplanbutyou

stayinghere,followinghimaroundwon'tforcehim

tobethereforyouandyourchild.Stoplivingfor

himandstartlivingforyourselfsis

Bythetimethedaycomestoanend,I'mexhausted

andemotionallydrainedplusIstillhavetodriveto



myparentshousetofetchLwandisosinceShaka

pickedhimupfromschool.HowdoesaMonday

justfeellikeaFriday?AndIdon'tmeanthatina

goodway.ThandiCallsasIdriveoutofthebuilding

Me:hey

Thandi:hey,howareyou?Howwasyourday?

Me:I'mtiredandmydaywasdraining.Howareyou?

Imissyou

IcanhearherchucklingafterItellherthatImiss

herbutitsthetruth.Onadayaslongasthisone,I

justwanttogohometoherandholdheruntilIfall

asleep

Her:I'mOK,imissyoutoobutIunderstandthatyou

havetoputLwandisofirst

Me:yeahhey.I'llseeyoutomorrow.Youstillowe

medinnerbecauseonSaturdayyoudecidedtoget

drunkwithyourfriends



Her:andigotnicelypunishedforthatthenextday

Wesharealaughaswereminisceaboutour

weekend.ItssoweirdthatI'mlaughingmore

especiallywhenI'mwithherortalkingtoheror

talkingabouther.Soweird.

ICANSAVEMYSELF
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Iwakeupfeelinghotduetothemusculararmthat

isentangledaroundmeholdingmetightly.Theway

heholdsmesotight,you'dswearhethinksI'm

goingtowakeupinthemiddleofthenightand

leavehim.DeepdownIknowI'dneverwalkaway

fromhimorthisthingwehavegoingon.Hehas

becomesuchagreatpartofmylifethatIdon'tgoa

daywithoutseeinghim.Heismychauffeurtowork

andbackanditsbeenlikethatfortwomonths.

We'vebeendoingthisfortwomonths,I'vebeen

livinginthisapartmentthatheispayingforfortwo

monthsandI'vebeenhappyfortwomonths.My



insecuritiesarethere,theyareaslargeasmy

feelingsforhimbutI'mdealing.Forsomereason

I'mhavingtroubleacceptingthatiactuallyownall

thishappinessandthathewonttransforminto

whatmyexwasassoonasI'mcomfortableand

fullyinvestedinus.I'mscaredmorethananything,

I'mscaredthathewillrealizethathedeservesalot

morethanabrokengirllikeme.I'mscaredthathe

willchangehismindaboutmeandI'mscaredthat

maybeheisjustwithmebecausehefeelssorryfor

me.Hedoesn'tknowhowifeelthough,icould

neverbotherhimwithmypettinesswhenhehas

shownthathelovesmewithwordsandactions.

Evenifiwastotellhim,whatwoulditchange?

BecauseasmuchasI'mstillyettohavemyfirst

sessionwithAmelia,icanalreadydiagnosethatthe

healingneedstocomefrommeandthereis

nothinghecandotospeeduptheprocess.

Itsamiraclethathedidn'twakeupwhenigotoutof

bed,heisquitethelightsleeper.Imakemywayto

thekitchenafterfresheninguptocookoats.

Sambulolovesit.ItsaSaturdaytodaysoihave



nowheretogoplusSliiscomingoverlater.My

sisterandSambulogetalonglikeahouseonfire,

sheevenforgetsaboutmewhenheisaround.Ilove

thattheygetalong,especiallybecauseherand

Sandilehatedeachother.Iwon'tevendownplayit

andsaytheydidn'tlikeeachother,itwaspurehate.

SambulowalksintothekitchenjustasI'mdishing

uptheoats

Me:morningsleepyhead

Hewrapshisarmsaroundme,kissesmyforehead

beforeplacingapeckonmylips

Sambulo:morningbaby

Ihandhimhisbowl,headdshoneyandmargarine

thensitsonthecounter.Iputhoneyandmilkin

minethensitonthecounterchair



Him:thankyou

Me:youarewelcome

SambuloandIarenotshackingup,hesleepsover

onsomeweekends.Inthepasttwomonths,hehas

onlysleptovertwiceandwehaven'tdoneanything

beyondkissing.Wearestilltakingthingsslowly

Him:Ihavetogoseemybrotherlater,hesayswe

havesomethingtodiscussandbeforethatistill

havetomeetupwiththatladythat'shelpingme

findahouse

Me:soundslikeabusyday

Him:pleasejoinmeforhousehunt.Ijustwanta

houseandthatladyismakingmylifedifficultby

showingmeathousandhouseswhenionlywant

one

Ilaugh.Heissuchaweirdosometimes.A

handsome,smartandfunnyweirdo.Myweirdo.I



agreetohelphimwiththehousehunt,Sliisonly

cominglaterandshehasthekeytothisplaceplus

theremoteforthegate.Iwashthedisheswhilehe

showersandwhenheisdone,Ialsotakeashower.

WhileI'mgettingdressedheiswatchingtv,iputon

awhiteofftheshouldermaxidressandwhite

sandals.myhairisabitroughedup,itsatthat

stagewhereitstoolongtojustcombwithout

endinguplookinglikeafarmjulietandtooshortto

plait.Igrabmyhandbagandwalkintothelounge,

hisheadliftsthemomentiwalkinandhesmiles

Him:youlookbeautifulbaby

Ismile.Foursimplewordsbuttheymakemyheart

meltlikewarmicecream

Me:thankyoubabe.let'sgo

Whenwearriveatthefirsthouse,Ithinkit'stoobig



forhimanditsbasicallyaglasshousesoI'mnot

gettingasenseofiteverbecomingahome.He

seemstolikeitthough

Sambulo:what'swrongwiththishouse?

Me:nothing,itsmoreofabachelorpad.Yousaid

youwantahome

Him:youcanmakeitahomebaby

Heseesmeblushingthenhepullsmeclosertohim

andkissesme.Theagentstartslaughingandipull

awayfromhiminembarrassment

Me:Iwanttoseemorehouses.Thisonewillbethe

lastoption

Wesee3morehousesandtheyallhaveprosand

consbutididlikeone.Itsadoublestoreyfacebrick

house.Thearchitectureisabitoldfashionedbutit



hasahomefeeltoit.Hethinksitsnice.Justthat.

Heisn'tgoingcrazylikehedidovertheglasshouse.

Slicallswhilewearestillviewingthelasthouse

Me:heysis

Sli:don'theysisme,whereareyou?I'matyour

placeandyoudon'thavewine,letaloneSavannah

Itsjustaftermiddayandshewantssavannah.Igive

uponmysister.

Me:I'llbringyoua6packofsavannah

Her:that'sasiptome.Buya24case

Me:haibouzodakwaSlindile

Her:that'stheaimthough.I'llsleepover

Me:wow

Idon'tknowwhyI'msurprisedreally.Sheasksto



speaktoSambuloandIgivehimthephone.Within

5secsheiscrackingup,laughingastorm.He

handsmebackmyphone4minslater

Sambulo:putinanofferforthishouse

Agent:okMrSmith

Me:ithoughtyouliketheotherone

Sambulo:I'llbuyitsecretlyandturnitintoaman

cave.Whereicanruntowhenyouareangryatme

andwanttokillme

Me:whywouldibeangryatyou?

Him:dowomeneverneedareasontobeangry?

Thelookigivehimtellshimtostoptalking

immediatelyorelsehewilllandhimselfintrouble.

Hedropsmeoffatthehouseafterbuyingthe24

caseofSavannahand3bottlesofwine

Him:Iwantyoutohavefunwithyoursisterbutalso



missmealittle

Me:thankyoubaby.Youknowngizodakwaright?

Hegivesmeasexysmirk

Him:aslongasyouarehappy,idon'tmind.Tellme

ifyouguysdecidetogoout

Me:Iwill

Wesharealong,slowkissbeforehegetsinthecar

Him:IloveyouMaMvelasewami

I'mblushingalloveragain.Hesmiles,winksatme

thendrivesoff.Iliterallyskipintotheflatwiththe

biggestsmileonmyface.Sliisalreadyhalfway

throughhersavannahdumpy



Sli:callthosefriendsofyours.Iwanttodrink

Savannahwiththewhitegirl

Me:youmeanJessica

Her:yeahthatone

IsendUsithandileatexttocomethroughwithfood

andonemorebottleofwinethenItextThandias

well.Thandirespondsthatshewillbecomingwith

Maya.Idon'tmind,themorethemerrier.Beforethe

girlsarrive,idefrostporkchopsandworsthengo

takeaquickshower.Ichangeintogreyleggings

andawhitetanktop

Me:whatareyoudoing?

Sli:makingpap,IhatebreadwhenI'mdrunk

Ithinksheisonherthirddumpyandihaven'teven

openedmybottleofwine.ThegirlsarriveasI'm

abouttoputthemeatintheoven.Thepapisalmost

readyandthechakalakaisonthestove.Introsare



doneandifinallyhavemyglassofwineinmyhand

Usi:whydidyousayimustbringfoodifyouare

cooking

Sli:wearecookingdrunkpeoplefood,thefoodyou

broughtispredrinksfood.HeyJessica.wanta

Savannah?

Jess:Savannahislikehuntersright?

Usi:somethinglikethat

SlipassesherthedumpywhileUsithandile,Maya

andmyselfaredrinkingwine.Thandibrought

herselfabottleofchampagne.That'sonethingi

likeaboutThandi,sheaccommodatesherself.She

isn'tfussyorstuckup.Theafternoonflowsnicely,

wearelisteningtogoodmusic,drinkingandtalking

nonsense.ImissSambuloabitbutI'llbefine.I

knowhewillstartblowingupmyphonethemoment

heisfree



Jess:soSli,doyouhaveamaninyourlife?

TheSavannahhassunkinnicelyafterjustadumpy

andahalf.shewilllearn.Savannahisnot

champaign

Sli:notyetbutIdohavemyeyeonsomeone.Heis

adoctor,Ibumpedintohimatcheckers.hehasthe

smoothestchocolateskin,iwaseventemptedto

lickhim.Bigbrowneyesandtheperfectsetofteeth.

Yhothebrotherisfine

Me:whatguyisthis,idon'tknowaboutadoctor

youarecrushingon

Sli:Iwasgoingtotellyoutoday.IjustMethim

yesterday

ShegoesonaboutherdoctorandJessbeingthe

crazypersonthatsheis,sheisalreadydancingall

overtheplace.Sheisvibingquitewellwithmy

sister.Theircrazinessisonthesamelevel.



Asigetuptogorefillmywine,Thandigetsupwith

me.Shehasbeentooquietformyliking

Me:areyouok?

Thandi:Ineedyoutohelpmefindawaytotell

SabelothatI'mpregnantwithoutfreakinghimout

Me:pregnant?Butyouaredrinking

Her:itsalcoholfree.Sowillyouhelpme?
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Mymotherhasbeensecretlyguidingmethrough

myrelationshipwithSimlindile,that'showmuchi

don'twanttomessthisup.Onethingshehas

emphasisedisthatIshouldalwaysgiveherroomto

breath.MymotherknowshowmuchIvaluequality

time,whetherinarelationshiporwithmyfamily,I'm

theguythatshowsupformypeople.AsI'mdriving

awayfromherapartment,Istartmissingher,

regrettingbeingawayfromherandjustwanttobe



aroundherbutisuckitup.Hersisterisvisitingand

theyneedtospendsometimetogether.Ionthe

otherhand,haveimportantbusinesstodiscuss

withmybrother.Wellthat'swhathesaid.With

Sabelo,it'sneverreallyimportantbuthealways

saysitisjustsoIwillshowup.Iparkjustoutside

hisgarageandwalkinsidethehouse,thereisno

needtoknockbecauseheknowsI'mcoming

Me:yandoda

Heislayingonthecouchwatchinganoldsoccer

gamebetweenChiefsandCeltics

Sabelo:yantwana.Unqabileneh

Me:what?Weworkatthesameplace,youseeme

everyday

Him:yeahbutIneverseeyouhereanymore.

KumnandiKwaDepartmentofrelationships

Me:Tsek.leavemealone.I'mhappybruh



Imakemywaytohiswhiskeystash,pourforthe

bothofusthengivehimhisglass.Bynowheis

sittinguponthecouch

Me:whereismyboy?

Him:Shakatookhimtothecasino.Heisgetting

addictedtothatplaceanditsyourfault

Ilaugh.Myboylovesthecasinofortworeasons,

forthegamesandthebuffet

Me:leavehimalone.Sowhat'sup?

Him:heisexactlylikeyouandyouarelike

TatuQhawe

Me:mychildrenbetternotbelikeyouanddadthen.

Iloveyouguysbutyesesy'allarealottodealwith



HedownshisdrinkwhileI'mstillonmythirdsip

thenhegetsuptogopourhimselfanotherone.

somethingiswrong.IcanfeelitandIcanseeit

Me:what'sgoingon?

Him:Iscrewedupbro

Me:wealwaysscrewuphalfthenwefixeach

othersmesses

Him:wecan'tfixthisone

NowI'mslowlyfreakingout.UsuallyI'mthescrew

upandhehelpsmefixmyproblemssowhenhe

saysaproblemcan'tbefixed,Ijustdon'tknowwhat

I'msupposedtosayortodo

Me:talktome

Hesighs.Thegriponhisglassisgettingtighter,his

eyesareshutandheistappinghisfootonthefloor



Him:Thandiispregnant

Me:withyourchild?

Him:I'dliketobelieveso.I'mnotreadyforachild

Sambulo.I'mstrugglingbeingadadtoLwandiso

andifididn'thaveyouguyshelpingme,I'dbe

fucked.Nowtobringababyintothismessofa

situationIhavegoingonwithThandiwilljusttake

mebacktosquareone

Me:didyoutellherthat?

Heshakeshishead.Iunderstandhisconcerns.He

justadmittedtohimselfaweekagothatheisin

lovewithThandiandtobringababyintoasituation

whereyouarenottogether,youarebothbroken

humanbeingsandstilltryingtofixyourselvesis

justabadidea.Thatbabywillbescrewedfromday

one

Him:shedoesn'tknowthatiknow.Isawthe



pregnancytestinhertrashcan.Ididn'taskherand

shehasn'ttoldme

Me:talktoher

Him:youknowidon'tdothat

Me:youneedtostartdoingit.Tellherhowyoufeel

aboutthewholething,tellheryoudon'twantababy

andmaybeshefeelsthesameway.Betterthatway

beforeyoubothendupwithababyyoudon'twant

becauseyousparedyourfeelings

Hedidn'tagreetotalktoherbutIknowhewill.the

oldSabelowouldhaveendedthingswithThandithe

momenthesawthepregnancytestbutthisnew

andinloveSabeloisn'tabouttoletgoofthatgirl

becauseofthat.IgetacallfromOyintandoinviting

ustotheshisanyama.Theusualsquadwillbethere

justwithoutthegirls.aboysnightout.Oyintando

andPaularebasicallyourolderbrothersandthey

arethepeoplewemostlygetadvisefromwhenwe

arereallylostandconfused.Theydon'tgetalong

anymoreforsomereasonsoitsrareforustochill



withbothofthematthesametime.Wedon'tknow

whattheirbeefisandItsbesttojustnotget

involved.Oyintandohasatemperfromhell.That

guywillfuckyouupbadlyandhegetsthatfromhis

dad.Weleavethehouseat7,drivetotheliquor

storeandgetmorewhiskeyandicethendriveto

theshisanyama

Me:Shakaiscoming

Sabelo:whendidwestartdrinkingwithkids?Shaka

isachild.Heshouldbeathomedoingassignments

Me:givehimabreakbruh,healreadygetsenough

ofthatfromutata.Thekidis20.YouhadLwandiso

at19soheisn'tachild

Hedecidestoshuthispieholefortherestofthe

trip.WhenwegettotheShisanyama,theguysare

alreadytheredrinking.Weexchangegreetings

beforesittingdown.Shakaiswithournephew

Endinakho.Theyarethesameageandtheyare

bothtroublemakerswhenitcomestogirls



Me:Kuhlentwanayami

Kuhle:fokof.Whereareyouhidingyourselfwena

mnqundu?EvenontheWhatsAppgroupyouare

mute

Sabelo:iyajolakaloklekaka

Kuhle:ohmakessense.Ntwanahasn'thada

girlfriendsincevarsity.Heisstillfilledwithpuppy

love.Wonwabemahnntwana,we'veallbeenthere

Theymakefunofmeforagoodcoupleofminutes

andilaughwiththembutI'mstillgoingtogetback

atthem.Thenightisstillyoung.wedothisalmost

everymonth,gathertogethereitherasjusttheboys

orwithgirlsaswell.Itsagreatwaytounwind.we'll

startgettingseriousat30whichforSabelo,Kuhle,

Lukeandmyselfisnextyear.Themeatarrivesand

wedigin

Oyi:yesterdayImetsomeoneandIthinkforafew



secondsIstoppedbreathing

Kuhle:yhothixo,nawefuthi

Me:myheartstoppedbeatingthefirstdayisaw

Simi

Sabelo:hayimajitawhatthefuckisthisnow?Y'all

arebusytalkinglikeabunchofwomenngokand

niyadikamahn.Weareheretodrinkandeatmeat

nottobeonOprah

I'lljustwaitforhimtobenicelydrunkthenallwe

willhearaboutisThandi.Helikesactingalltough

hereasifhedoesn'thavehisheartbeatingforthat

girl.Wecanallseethroughhisact

Oyi:sheisthemostbeautifulwomanI'veeverseen.

Notevenmyexcameclosetothatandy'allknow

Angelaisbeautiful

AngelawasOyintando'shighschoolsweetheart.

Youknowwhentheysaythefirstcutisthedeepest?



Heknowsthatalltoowell.Hehashadwomenafter

theybrokeupbuteverytimewegetwasted,he

speaksaboutAngela.

Kuhle:alcoholisalsobeautifulguys.Giveitchance,

focusonitanyouwillenjoyitandforgetaboutthis

soppystuff.

Luke:Ithinkijustsawmybrotherwalkinwith

Lethuthando

Me:callthemover

Sabelo:whoisLethuthando?

Ipullhimtowardsmesoicanwhisperinhisear.I

tellhimandimmediatelyhetensesup.Thisisthe

firsttimewemeetthe20yearoldthatPaulleftmy

cousinfor.SabeloandIknowthatstorybutI'mnot

sureifKuhleandOyintandoknowitbecausePaul

andUsithandile'srelationshipwashiddenfromher

brothers.ThecloserPaulandhisyoungthangget

tous,thetensermybrotherbecomesand



Oyintandoisalreadyonhisfeet.Kuhleisjust

drinkingandwatching

Paul:gents

Luke:heybro.HeyThando

Thekidiscutebutifeellikesheshouldbewith

Shakaandthemnotdatinga31yearoldman.

SpeakingofShakaandEndinakho,theystayed

10minswithusbeforeleavingtogobewithpeople

theirownage

Oyi:youandyourchildarenotwelcomehere

Paul:Oyibruhdon'tdothis.Ijustcametosayhito

thegents

Oyi:I'mwarningyou.leavethistablebeforeImove

youmyself

Kuhle:yoowhat'sgoingonbruh?



HeislookingathisolderbrotherbutOyintandois

starringstraightatPaulwholooksscared.Myown

brotherisonhisfeetnowaswell.I'mnotgetting

involved.it'salready2againstoneandPaulisn't

heretocausetrouble

Luke:brosithoughtwemovedpasttheUsithandile

thing.weareallfriendsandweneedtoputthepast

behindus

Kuhle:whatUsithandilething?

Luke:herbreakupwithPaul

IthinkKuhlewentsobersametimebecausenowhe

isonhisfeet.I'mleftastheonlyonenotstanding

BecauseLukeisnowinhisbrother'scorner.

Kuhle:youdatedmysister?

Sabelo:notonlythat,heleftherforthischildheis

paradingaround



Paul:ithinkishouldgetgoing

Kuhle:nahmotherfuckeritstoolateforthat

Idon'tknowwherethefistthathitPaulcamefrom

butthemomenthefelltotheground,hisgirlfriend

startedscreamingandirosetomyfeet

Me:Kuhlebruhthatwasunnecessary

Kuhle:saythatagainwhenanidiotfuckswith

Somila

HeisshakingthesamehandthathepunchedPaul

with.Hedoesn'tevenknowhowtothrowaproper

punch.Ishouldhavejuststayedattheapartment

withSimi.Thereislessdramathere.
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AfterifoundoutaboutThandi'spregnancy,my

therapysessionsincreasedto5daysaweak.I

neededtotalkmore,ineededtobeforcedto

understandmyemotionstowardsmylifeandthe

changeshappeningaroundmeandIneededto

acceptthethingsicannotchange...suchasthefact

thatI'mturning29inaweek.Imustgiveitto

Amelia,sheknowsherstuffbutIknowistillhavea

longwaytogo.Shehasemphasisedthatishould

sitdownandtalktoThandiandthat'swhereIam

rightnow.Shestillhasn'ttoldmeaboutthe

pregnancyandI'mnotgoingtoaskher.Apartof

mewishesshecouldjusthaveanabortionwithout

gettingmeinvolved.IknowitsselfishbutitishowI

feel

Me:areyouOK?

Shenods.Weareonthecouch,I'mholdingher

whilesherestsherbodyonmine.Icanfeelher

heartbeatinghardagainstherchestandher



breathingisn'trelaxed

Me:IjustgotbackfromasessionwithAmelia

Shesitsup,givesmeaworriedlookandIjustsmile

asIsituptoo

Thandi:whatdidshesay?

Me:wellshesaidweshouldtalkaboutusandour

feelingsforeachother

Her:oh

Sheseemsrelievedbythatforsomereason.I

choosetoignorethat

Me:I'matthatpointinmylifewhereIwant

somethingsolid.Iwanttoacceptthelovethatis

giventowardsmeandalsoreciprocatethatlove.I



wanttobethebestfather,thekindoffatherthatI

neededwhileIwasgrowingup.I'matthepoint

whereIknowIalsodeservethefairytalebuti

haven'treachedthestagewhereIknowhowto

appreciatelove

Itakeapause.Sighthenlookather.Shelooksabit

shakenandIhaven'tmissedthefactthatshehas

gainedabitofweight.Thetopsheiswearingis

loosesoI'mnotsurewhetherthereisabumpthere

yetornot

Me:Iwanttogivethisthingatry.Iwanttobeyour

boyfriendbutIneedyoutounderstandthatI'mstill

me.Ameliamayhelpwiththepsychologicalstuff

butI'mstillgoingtobeSabelo.I'mstillgoingtobe

theguythatlikestodominateinthebedroomand

usessexforpunishment.I'mstillgoingtobethe

guythathatesbeingliedto,theguythathates

secretsandtheguythathatesdisobedience.YesI

loveyouThandi



Sheturnstolookatmeastearsrolldownher

cheeks.idon'tknowwhetheritstearsofjoyorshe's

hurtsoIgiveherthatmoment.Icametothe

realisationthatIloveherwhenIstartedbehaving

likeSambulowhenI'maroundher.Shemakesme

laughandsmilewithouteventrying,she

understandsme,shelovesmeandshehasbeen

patientwithme.I'mnotgoingtosaysheputsme

beforeherbutIknowshemakesmewanttowork

onmyselfandbethebettermanforher

Her:youloveme?

Me:Iloveyou

Shesighs,getsupthencomestokneelinfrontof

me.I'mcaughtbysurprisebutIletthewholething

unfold

Her:Rememberthefirsttimeyoumadelovetome?



Inod.IknowwherethisisgoingandIcanalready

feelmyheartracingandmybraingettingfuzzy.

Her:youdidn'tuseacondomand

Shetakesapause.Igetupbutshestayskneeled

evenafterImoveawayfromher.Yesiknowsheis

pregnant,itdoesn'tmeanI'veprocessedthis

momentyet.ItsbeenaboutmeeversinceIfound

out,howifeelandwhatIwantandnowthe'I'has

turnedtoweandI'mnotdealingwell.I'mnot

preparedforthis

Her:I'mpregnantSabelo.Ididn'twanttotellyou

justyetbutthenyoumentionedthatyouhate

secretsandbeingliedtoandtheguiltjustgotthe

betterofme.

Me:doyouwantababywithme?Youknowthe

kindofpersonthatIam.DoyouthinkI'mthekindof



persontohaveachildwith?

I'mpacingalloverthelivingroom,I'mspeakingfast

andmyvoiceisraised.I'mnotgoingtosugarcoat

anything.Iwasalreadyscrewedwhenihad

LwandisobutIthoughthewaswhatIneededtoget

better.Ifiwascapableoflovingmychild

wholeheartedlythenmaybeI'mnotsomessedup.I

waswrong.IusedSneandIusedmyson.

Her:youareworkingonyourself.Ibelievethatthe

personyouhavethepotentialtobeisthepersonI

wanttohaveachildwith.You'vemadesomuch

progressSabelo

Me:progressformyself.I'mtryingtobettermyself

asanindividualnotasafather.Thetimingofthis

pregnancyisoff

Her:don'tblamemeforthiswhenyouaretheone

thatdidn'twearacondom

Me:youallowedmetohavesexwithyouwithouta



condom.YouareagrownwomanThandi,youknow

thatemergencycontraceptivesexistandwhatthey

arefor.SoyesIdoblameyoubecauseyoucould

havepreventedthisbutIalsoblamemyself.I

shouldhaveknownbetter

Thensilencefillstheroom.I'minmyowncorner

andsheisnowsittingonthefloor.Idon'twantto

beemotionallyblackmailedintosomethingiknow

willfuckwithmymentalhealth.IloveThandiandi

wantherinmylifebutI'mnotgoingtoshareher.I

won'tforcehertohaveanabortionandIwon'tleave

herpregnantbutIcan'tmakethepromisethatI'llbe

theposterperfectfather.Iknowmyselfandirefuse

toselldreamstothewomanIlove.Afteralong

whileofsilenceshespeaks

Her:sowhatmustIdo?

Me:dowhatyouwant,Iwon'tfightyouonitbutI

justwantedtolaymycardsonthetablesothatif

shithitstheroofandidon'tturnouttobeboyfriend



oftheyearorfatheroftheyear,youwillknowthatI

neverpromisedyouthat

Her:doyouthinkI'mtryingtotrapyouwiththis

baby?

Me:isthatwhatyouaredoing?

Sheshakesherhead.Thethoughtnevereven

crossedmymind

Me:thenI'mnotthinkingthat.howfaralongareyou?

Her:4months

Me:thatmeansyou'llgivebirthinJanuary.Ineed

youtobesureaboutthisThandi.wecan'tboth

screwupaninnocentperson'slife

Her:I'mnotgoingtobeabletodothiswithoutyou

Sabelo.YouknowI'masgoodasapersonwithout

amother,youknowIcan'trelyonanyone.Yesthis

babyisn'tplannedbutitsherenowanditsourbaby.

YouandI.I'mnotanexpert,I'mscared,I'venever

beeninthispositionandidon'twanttobeinit



alone.I'm27yearsoldandI'mabouttobeamother.

Iamscared

Iwanttotellherthatiwon'tdisappointher,thatI'll

alwaysshowupforherandthisbabybutIcan't

guaranteethat.Iamhoweverwillingtotry.Itwill

takemeawhiletogetusedtoallofthis,probably

anentireyearbutI'lleventuallygetthere.Iwaitfor

hertofallasleepbeforeileave.RightnowIjust

needtobeonmyown.Ihaven'tspokentothegents

sincethatencounterwithPaulsowhenIgetacall

fromOyintando,I'mabitsurprised

Me:eita

Oyi:shontwana,whereareyou?

Me:onmywaytothehouse.why?

Him:passbyhere.Iwantustotalkabout

something

Idrivetohishousewithalotofanxiety.Ihavethe



greatestrespectforOyintando.Heistheolder

brotherSambuloandIhavealwaysneeded.i

rememberhegaveusourfirststashofporn.Mama

obviouslyfounditbecausewewerecareless.When

igettohishouse,heisalreadywaitingformeatthe

door.Theweirdthingaboutusisthatweareso

careerdriventhatweforgetthatweneedsomeone

toshareallthismoneywith.Oyintandoisadoctor,

hehasamassivehouse,acoupleofcarsbuthe

doesn'thaveastablerelationshipnordoeshehave

achild.

Him:youwerejustaroundthecorner

Me:sortof.What'sup?

Him:Iwon'tkeepyoulongbutI'mjustlettingyou

knowthatSambulo'sgirlfriendisplanningaparty

foryouguys.Asurprisewhatwhat

Isigh.Ohlord.Ishouldhaveseenthiscoming.I

don'tlikesurprises,Sambulodoesn'taswellbut

becauseitwillbeasurprisepulledoffbySimlindile,



hewillforgetthat

Him:Isuggestedthatshehasithere.Adinnertype

ofthingbecauseyouguysaregrown,wecan'tbe

havingthevolumeona100andgqomplayingfor

thewholeofDurbantohear

Me:sheishavingithere?Andyouagreed?Heck

youevensuggestedit,what'sgoingon

Hechucklesthenhitsmyshoulderlightly

Him:ihavemyownagendas.RemembertheGirli

toldyouguysabout?

Me:no

Him:Sambulowouldremember.AnywayIdidsome

diggingandturnsoutsheisSimlindile'ssister.If

Simlindilehasthedinnerhere,itwillgivemethe

freedomtotalktohersister.
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<Slindile>

Asimakemywayoutthehousetocatchataxito

work,Ialreadyfeeltired.Nightshiftdoesthattoa

person,youcouldsleepalldaybuttherealityof

goingtoworkwhileeveryoneiscomingbackfrom

workjustdrainsyou.I'minmyfullnurse'suniform,

uglykittenheelsandmaroonwoolenjersey

included.It'sthemiddleofAugustsobestbelieve

thatwinterisinfullswing.Itsalreadystartingtoget

darkwhenawhitequantumparksinfrontofme.I'm

justgladitisn'toneofthosetaxiswhereyouhave

toclosethedoorasifyouareopeningit

"Ngenaphambilisis,igcweleimoto"

Igruntasiopenthepassengerdoorandhopin.We

allknowwhatsittinginfrontinataximeans.You

automaticallybecomethetaxidriver'saccountant

anditseasyifthetaxifareisin5sor10sbutit

costsR12togettowhereI'mgoing.Themoney



startsbeingpassedforwardandidon'tevenbother

listeningtothesepeopletellingme"sibawu3ku

R50"andalltheothernonsensetheyaresaying.I

turntothedriver

Me:howmuchisyourmoneyintotal?

Him:R180

IgivehimhisR180,takemyR3changeandpass

theresttotheback.Theywillsortthemselvesout.

OfcoursetheymoanandgroanbutIdon'tbother

turningaround.Therestofthetaxirideisjustfine,

nodrama.Iasktogetoffatthecornerofthe

hospitalbutbecausethedriverishumanandhe

seesthatitsdark,hedropsmeatthegateofthe

hospital

Me:thankyou

ThesmileIgivehimisgenuineandhesmilesback.



Thisisnotthestartofsomething,Imightnotbe

richorwhatnotbuttaxidriversarenotmytype.Its

notaboutthejobtheydo,I'mnotlookingdownon

thatbutit'sthewaytheyarealljustwhores.They

mackoneverythingwithavagina.Yesnotallof

thembuthaisukamostofthemarewhores.I'ma

nurseandIabsolutelylovemyjob,Icouldhave

beenadoctorbutIlovemysanity.Allthosethick

books,yearsofschoolandstressarenotforme.I

needtofindtimeinthemidstofeverythingtofitin

a6packofSavannah.Afterclockingin,iheadtothe

cafeteriaforacupofcoffee,I'mabitcoldandmy

energylevelsareonzero

"Weneedtostopmeetinglikethis"

Thatvoice.It'sthesexiestthingI'veeverheard.Its

deep,itssmoothanditsthekindofvoicethatcan

dampenyourpanties.IturnaroundandIcan'thelp

thesmilethatappearsonmyface.Thismanisa

god,thechocolateskin,thenicelytrimmedbeard,



themusculararmsandthoseeyes.Thisguyis

everything

Him:idon'tthinkyougavemeachanceto

introducemyselfthelasttimeIsawyou

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Wellitsastupidquestiontoaskconsideringthathe

iswearingawhitecoatandthestethoscopeis

hangingonhisneck.I'veworkedatthishospitalfor

3yearsandI'venevercomeacrossthisguybefore

Him:Iworkhere.I'mthenewcardiologist.I'ma

heartdoctor

Hesaysthatwithasmirk.I'mtakenbythisguy,I

won'tevenhideit.Heisjustsodamnsexyand

quitecharming



Me:ohI'mSlindileMthembu.I'manursehere

Him:NicetomeetyouSlindile,I'm

OyintandoyenkosiHadebebuteveryonecallsme

Oyintando

Me:Icanimagine.Yournameisquiteamouthful.

Him:mindifIjoinyouforcoffee?

Ishakemyheadandwebothsitdownaftergetting

ourcoffee.Idon'tevenrememberthelasttimei

entertainedaguylongenoughforhimtoaskformy

number.Betweenworkinghere,takingcareofmy

motherandspendingtimewithmyyoungersister,

wherewouldIfindthetime?Mymotherhadme

whenshewas28,thesameageIamrightnowand

shehadmysisterSimlindile2yearslater.Ourfather

wasneverpresentinourlives,heisn'tdead.Heis

verymuchalive,marriednowandtakingcareofhis

family.Wedon'tknowmuchabouthimbecause

mamadoesn'tsaymuchbutpersonallyIcouldn't

carelessaboutsomeonethatdoesn'tcareaboutme.



Oyintando:tellmeaboutyourself

Me:whatdoyouwanttoknow.

Him:everything

Me:thereisn'tenoughtime.Ihavetogettowork.

Myshifthasstarted

Him:let'smaketimethen.I'minterestedinyou

Slindile.I'mnotgoingtohidethat

Me:hmm

HegetsupasIgetupaswell.Sayingyouare

interestedinmecouldmeananythingandbeating

aroundthebushandgoingonsillylittledateswhile

tryingtofigureoutifwelikeeachotherornotisn't

mything.Idon'thavetimeforit

Him:socanwemaketimeforit?

Me:nah,I'llpass.I'llseeyouaroundDrHadebe.I

havetogettowork



Heopenshismouthasiftosaysomethingbuthe

stopshimself,smilesthennods.Icanfeelhiseyes

onmeasIwalkoutofthecafeteriabutIdon'tdare

turnaround.Hedoesn'tneedtoknowtheeffecthe

hasonme.Noguyhasgivenmesuchgoosebumps

sincecollege.MylastboyfriendandIbrokeup

4yearsago.Igotpregnantonmylastyearof

collegeandwewerehappy.Marriagetalkswere

beingthrownaroundandwewereexcitedaboutour

bundleofjoy.Ourhappinesswasshortlivedwhen

ourdaughterdied3daysafterigavebirth.Iwas

angryandhurtandItookallofthatoutonhim.I

wasquicktoforgetthathewashurtingtoo,thatthe

childthathaddiedwasalsohischild.Iendeditwith

him,Ineededtobeonmyownanddealwiththis

withouthimhoveringme.Mylifestoodstillfor

25monthsafterIlostmychild.Ididn'twanttomove

on,IwantedmybabybackandIthinkIwentcrazy

justabitduringthattime.Igotthroughitthough

becausehereIamtodaymovingonwithmylife.By

thetimeits6am,iwantnothingmorethantojust

getinmybedandsleep.Atleastthiswasmylast

nightshift.DrHadebefindsmechillingatreception.



I'mwaitingforthesuntocomeupsoIcanwalkto

thetaxirank

Oyintando:goodmorning,howwasyourshift?

Me:morning.Itwasalongone.I'llprobablyfall

asleepinthetaxi.That'showtiredIam

Him:letmedropyouoff.Icanpromiseyou,mycar

isalotmorecomfortablethantheseatsofataxi

Me:IliveeMlazi.Areyousure?

Him:yeah.Come

Heisright,theseletterseatsaretrulycomfortable

andthewayhekeepsaskingmequestions,Idoubt

I'mgoingtofallasleep

Me:whatcaristhis?

Him:MercedesBenzs63AMGcoupè

Me:it'snice



Hechuckles.Idon'tknowwhyIaskedbecauseI

don'tknowthedifferencebetweenaBenzanda

BMWuntilIseethelogo

Him:doyoulikeit?

Me:yes.looksexpensivethoughsoIknowican't

affordit

Him:itsnotthatbad.

Ofcoursehewillsaythat,I'msurehehasthemin

allcoloursoftherainbowparkedinhisgarage.It's

impossibletomissthatthisguyiswealthy.Notice

howIdidn'tsayheisrich?Thereisadifference.

Lookitup.whenwegettomystreet,Ishowhim

wheretoparkandthecarstops

Me:thankyoufortheride

Him:noneedtothankme.Areyouonnightshift



againtoday?

Me:nah.I'moffuntilTuesdayandthat'swhenI'll

startmydayshift

Him:enjoyyourdaySlindile

Me:youtoo

Igetoutthecarandwalkhomeslowly.Thecar

doesn'tmoveuntilI'minsidethehouse.I'mhungry

butI'malsotiredandlazy.Mymotherisatwork,

sheiscountingdowntheyearsuntilsheretires.

Just4more.Sheisasocialworker.Weareabunch

ofeducatedwomeninthisfamily.Socialworker,

teacherandanurse.Whoneedsamanwhenyou

haveadegreeandajob?That'swhatmymother

usedtotellusandIbelievedherbutSimihadher

headintheclouds.Sheisstubborntoo,that'swhy

shemarriedatsuchayoungage.Ifallasleeponthe

couchwhilewatchingthemorningnews.Aftera

coupleofhours,thecouchgetsuncomfortableand

Igotobed.Ineverstruggletosleep,Ienjoyit.My

bodyneedsrelaxation.Iworktoohard.WhenIwake



up,it'snotwillinglybutit'sduetothesoundofmy

ringingphone.Igruntasisearchforitinmy

handbagthat'sonthefloor

Me:Simi

Simi:heyareyousleeping?

Me:notanymore.Whatdoyouwant?

I'mtrulyannoyedwithherrightnow.SheknowsI

wasWorkingallnightsothiscallisn'twelcomed

Her:askies.Ineedhelpwiththetwins'birthday.I

havethevenuebutnowIcan'tfindcatering.Idon't

wantomamabeSocietyforthis.Ineedwhitepeople

Me:butI'msleepingSimlindile

Her:please.Thedinnerisinjustover48hrs.I'mata

crisishere
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<Simlindile>

Todayistheday.Ihaven'tseenthebirthdayboys

todayandSambulohasbeencallingmeevery

30mins.HeprobablythinksIforgotabouthisday

sinceIhaven'tsaidHappybirthday.Heneedsto

relax,thedayisfarfromoverandheisdefinitely

goingtolovememoreaftertoday.Its12h05when

Shakapicksmeupfortheflat,heismydesignated

driverforthedayandIdon'tmindbecauseweget

alongquitewell

Shaka:whatsourfirststop?

Me:weneedtopickupmysisterfromeMlaziand

thenheadtogateway.UsithandileandJessicawill

meetusthere

Mysisterisallaboutsupportingblackbusinesses

sowhenitoldherIwantwhitecaterers,shefound

meblackpeoplethatcancookwesternfoodwell.



WeevenwentforatastingjustsoIknowwhatI'm

payingfor.Ihavesomuchtodoinaspaceof

5hoursbecausethedinnerstartsat7pmandI'm

goingtoneed2hourstogetready.Wepickupmy

sisterandsheisfascinatedwithShaka.Iswearthe

poorchildisswimminginembarrassment

Sli:thisisSambulo'slittlebrother?

Me:yesleavemybabyalone

Sli:whoareyourparents?I'mjustcuriousbecause

youandyourbrothersarenotfromthisplanet.Istill

don'tlikethatSabelo,heannoysme

ShegruntswhileShakaandIsharealaugh.He

reallyisthecutestthing

Shaka:myparentswillbeatthedinner

Me:andyoubetternotembarrassmeSlindile.Don't

bedemandingSavannahallovertheplace



Sli:Iwon'tdemanditifyoumakesureitsthere.we

canevenpouritinachampagneglass

Me:Igiveuponyou

ShecontinuesthrowingquestionsatShakauntilwe

gettoGateway.Someofthosequestionswerequite

inappropriatebutmysisterisalwaysinappropriate.

Myphoneringsthemomentwestepoutofthecar,

itsSambulo.Iactuallymisshimnow,Ihaven'tseen

himsinceyesterday

Me:hellolover

IhearhimlaughingsoftlyandIsmile

Sambulo:whereareyou?Imissyou

Me:I'mfine,howareyou?



Hesighs

Him:babystoptorturingme.Ineedtoseeyou

Me:I'mnotavailablerightnow.I'mbusy

Him:oh

Hesoundshurtbuthewillhavetosoldieron.Ineed

thistobeanactualsurpriseandifitmeansIhave

tobemeanforittogettherethenIwillbemean

Me:don'tsulk

Him:mxmyouaremean.Bye

Ilaugh.thedramathoughbutargmanheissocute

whenheissulking

Me:I'llseeyoutonight.Ipromise.Youcanpickme

upat6andwe'llgograbMcDonald'sorsomething



Him:McDonald's?Onmybir...WhyMcDonald's?

Me:youlovetheiricecreamandI'mmakingitupto

youforbeingbusy.Ihavetogo.We'lltalklater

Him:fine.Iloveyou

Me:Iknow

I'mplanningontellinghimtonightIlovehimtoo.

I'vefallensodeeplyinlovewithhimthathis

happinesshasbecomemyhappiness.Ican't

explainitbutmyheartisbehavingdifferentlywith

hisloveflowingfromit.

UsithandileandJessjoinusaswesitdownfor

lunch.Ineedtotryandkeepthese3alcoholics

soberuntilthedinner.IknowI'mgoingtofailbutI'll

dietrying

Usi:Iinvitedmymantothedinner

Jess:didyouinvitehiswifeaswell?



UsithandilegivesherameanlookandJessjust

shrugshershoulders.It'stooearlyfordramasoI

decidetochangethetopic

Me:Sambulotellsmethatyourbrotherbeatupyour

ex

Shehisses,downsherglassofjuicebeforecalling

thewaitressovertoourtable

Usi:mayIhaveabottleofmerlot?

Me:Usithandile!

Usi:onebottlebetweenthe4ofusisn'tgoingto

fuckupyourperfectdinnersorelax

ThewaitressdisappearswhileI'mleftwithmy

mouthwideopen.Wowza



Usi:Kuhledidn'thavetodothat.Itwas

unnecessaryandnoweverythingreachedmydad

andhewantstokillthewhiteboy

Jess:good.heshouldkillhimandthatchildofhis.

Sli:hewasjusttryingtoprotectyou.Youshouldbe

happytohaveanolderbrotherthatcaresaboutyou

Usi:heistheyoungest.I'm2yearsolderthanhim.

HimandOyintandoareanightmaretodealwith.I

lovethembutIcan'tStandhowoverprotectivethey

are

I'mstillshockedbythewaysherespondedtome

butafterawhileidecidetoletitgo.Idon'tneed

negativityaroundmerightnow.Whenthebottle

arrives,theyallgoforitasifitsthelastbottleon

theplanet

Sli:thelagirl.Filluptheglass

Me:youdon'tfillupawineglass

Sli:doyouwantmetowalkoutofhereandcome



backnengudu?

Whydothesepeoplekeepthrowingshadeatme?

Theyarebehavingasifbeingsoberhurtstheir

bodies.Theyallfilluptheirglassesandthereis

barelyanywineleftforme.Notthatiwantedit

anyway

Sli:letsrewindabit.Usithandilewhatisyour

surname?

Usi:Hadebe

Sli:ohthixo!Andwhatareyourbrothers'names?

Usi:why?

Me:OyintandoandKuhle

Slidownsherglassofwine,poursthelittlebitthat

wasleftinthebottleanddownsthattoobefore

restingherheadonthetable.I'mpassedgetting

embarrassedbytheseidiots.Myphonerings,its



theshopI'mgettingSambulo'swatchengraved.

Theyaredoneandbecauseitscloseby,Ileavemy

sister'sdramaandgocollectthewatch.Itsamatte

blackwatchwithacyanblueface.Atthebackits

written"I'llloveyouuntiltheendoftime".itsnotas

expensiveasalltheotherwatchesheownsbutthis

istheonlyonewithamessage.IgotSabeloatie

withhisinitialsembroideredonit.hewillhaveno

choicebuttolikeitbecauseidon'tknowhimwell

enoughtogethimasentimentalgift.Whenireturn

totherestaurant,Usithandilelooksconstipated,

JessicaislaughingherlungsoutandSliisdrinking.

Whydoisurroundmyselfwiththesepeople?Ineed

Thandi

Me:what'sgoingon?

Jess:yoursisterhasacrushonUsithandile's

brother

Me:Idon'thavetheenergyforthis.Canweleave,I

needtodomyhairandgetadressfortonight

Jess:anddoyournails



Isideeyeherandshecontinueslaughing

Usi:Idon'tthinkI'mstrongenoughtogetup

Me:Idon'tcare,crawlifyouhavetobutweare

leaving

___

Theonlyreasonisurvivedtheafternoonwithout

losingmymindisbecauseI'maChristian.Sambulo

arrivesat6pm,heisinasuit.Whyisheinasuit

whenhedoesn'tknowwherewearegoing?

Sambulo:youlookamazingbabe

I'minaredofftheshoulderlongdresswithaslit

thatreachesmythigh.Myweaveistiedinalow

bunandmymakeupisonpoint.Heisright,Ilook

andfeelamazing.Ilovesexyandrevealingclothes

becausetheycomplimentmybodyshape.Iwas



deprivedofwearingsuchclothesforyearsandnow

thatI'mfreeagain,I'mnotholdingback

Me:whyareyouinasuit?

Him:afterouricecreamdate,thegentsandIare

hittingthestripclub

Me:thewhat?Noyouarenot

Him:Iam.Theydidn'tforgetthatitsmybirthday

todayandtheyarenottoobusyforme.Holdup,

whyareyoualldressedupforicecream?

Me:I'malsogoingtothestripclub.Wehavetoget

icecreamviadrivethrubecauseIdon'twanttobe

late

Heseemsgenuinelyhurtbutuzobastrong.Hemust

justtonedownthedramaabitandallwillbewell.

WegeticecreamatMcDonald'sthenitellhimtogo

toOyintando'splacebecauseUsithandileiswaiting

formethere



Sambulo:babeareyouseriouslynotgoingtosay

happybirthdaytome?

Me:whenisyourbirthdaykantibaby?Isitnot

tomorrow?

Him:mxm

Heparksthecar,doesn'tbothergettingoutand

judgingbythelookonhisface,hewantsmeaway

fromhimasinyesterday

Me:areyounotgoingin?

Him:Simlindilegotoyourfriendandleavemealone

please

Me:hayihawucomesayhitoUsithandilefirstthen

I'llleaveyoualoneandI'msorry.Ireallythought

yourbirthdayistomorrow

Hegroansaswebothgetoutthecar.Iholdhis

handandheloosensupabitbutiknowheisstill



madatme.Iknocktwiceonthedoorthenopenit

butbeforewewalkin,istopandlookathim

Me:happybirthdaybaby.Iloveyou

Hestaresatmewithadumbstrucklookasipull

himintothehouse

Him:whatdidyo-

JusttheneveryoneScreamshappybirthdayandhe

freaksoutabit.Hewassupposedtowalkinwith

SabelobutThandi'spregnancybrainletitslipabout

thisdinner.TurnsoutOyintandohadalreadytold

myman'scoldheartedtwinanyway.
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<Sambulo>



IammoresurprisedaboutwhatSimijustsaidmore

thanIamaboutthisdinnerparty.I'mstanding

frozenatthedoorwaytryingtoprocesswhetherI

heardherproperlyorIjustheardwhatI'vealways

wantedtohearfromher

Oyi:areyoujustgoingtostandtherethewhole

nightorareyougoingtocomecloser

Me:eishI'mcoming.Pleasegivemeamoment

Iwalkin,pullSimitothesideandhersneakyselfis

smilingfromeartoear

Simi:happybirthdaybaby

Me:youdidthis?

Shenods.Sheisstillsmiling



Me:forme?

Shelaughs

Her:yesforyou.Itisyourbirthdaynje

Me:yousaidyouloveme

Her:yesIdid

Me:youloveme?

JustthenSabelocomestousholdingThandi's

handandbecauseofthedresssheiswearing,her

babybumpisquitevisible.Sheisevenglowingand

mybrotherlookshappy.I'mannoyedthatheis

disturbingusthough

Sabelo:happybirthdayntwanayami

Me:whywereyounotpartofthesurprise?

Sabelo:becauseI'molderthanyou.Surpriseparties



areforchildren

Ofcoursemytwinbrotherwouldsaythat.He

genuinelythinksheisolderthanmeandI'mdone

tryingtoteachhimwhatthewordtwinsactually

means.IhugThandiwhileSabelohugsSimi.Istill

can'tbelieveshesaidshelovesme.Idon'teven

careaboutmybirthdayanymoreorthisdinner,I

justwanttobealonewithhersoshecankeep

sayingitoverandoveragain

Thandi:guysstopbeingrude,comejoineveryone

Myfamilyishere,myfriendsarehereandasmuch

asI'mnotafanofsurprises,I'mhappySimididthis

forus.Igrabtwoglassesofchampagnefromthe

waiter,handonetoSimithenplacemyhandonher

lowerbackasIescorthertotheloungewhere

everyoneisseated.Myparentsarebeing

inappropriateasusual,busykissingalloverthe

place



Sli:Ijustcheckedwiththecaterersanddinnerwill

bereadyinafewminutes

Me:forgetdinner,canwetalkabouthowyou

haven'tsaidhappybirthdaytome?

Shesmiles,comestowardsmethengivesmeahug

Sli:happybirthdaysbari.Ididn'tseeyouguyswalk

in.Wereyousurprised?

Me:nah,I'mtoooldforthat

Oyi:hefrozeatthedoor

Heisalsonownexttome,abittooclosetoSlibutI

ignorethevibe.Heislookingatherasifsheisthe

onlypersonintheroom.I'veneverseenOyintando

lookatawomanlikethis.



Sli:excuseme

Shewalksawayafterlaughingatmeand

Oyintando'seyesfollowheruntilsheisoutofthe

room.Siminudgesmeanditurntoplaceapeckon

herlips

Me:Iloveyou

Simi:Iloveyoutoo

Ismileandshejustgigglesandshakesherhead

Me:sayitagain

Her:hayihawu

Me:itsmybirthdaybaby,itsacursetosaynoto

someoneontheirbirthday

Her:youaresoextra.Iloveyou.IloveyouSambulo.

Iloveyou



Thenshewalksawayleavingmesmilinglikean

idiot.Whendinnerisready,weheadtothetableand

sitdown.I'msittingbetweenSimiandSabeloand

ThandiisnexttoSabelo.NexttoSimiisSliandnext

toherisJessicaandUsithandilethennextto

Usithandilethereisanopenseat.Iwonderwho

hasn'tarrived.Thereisalsoanopenseatnexttomy

dadaswellbutonhisothersideismama.Wehave

thestartersandtheconversationisbrewing

Dad:boysIhaveasurpriseforyou

Sabelo:firstlywearemenandsecondlywearetoo

oldforsurprises

Mama:youwillneverbetoooldforthisone

Dadgetsupandheadstooneofthebedrooms.

Everyonehasturnedandtheireyesaregluedon

him.Afewminuteslaterhewalksoutholdingmy

gogo'sarm.SabeloandIgetupatthesametime



andrushtothem.Nothingcantopthis.Tohavethis

womanpresenttoday,asoldassheisandstill

lookingclassyiseverythingtome

Gogo:youguysarestillfightingoverme.Atsuch

oldage

Sabelo:Ican'tbelieveyouarehere

Gogo:youdidn'tthinkI'dmissmyboys'birthday

dinnernowdidyou?Comegivemeahug

Me:mefirst

Sabelo:I'moldersomefirst

Me:dawgyouarenotolderandIgottogogofirst

NotyousoI'llhugherfirst

Weendeduphavingagrouphugbetweenthe3of

us.IlovethiswomansomuchandIwillneverstop

beingappreciativeofeverythingshedidforus.

Everyonehadtomoveseatsbecausewewantgogo

tositbetweenus



Mama:youguysaresuchbigbabies

AuntAbongs:Idon'tblamethem,IloveauntieLwa

too.I'meventemptedtomoveseats

UncleLi:andleavemealone?

AuntAbongiwerollshereyeswhileuncleLimile

startssulking.I'mgladtobesurroundedbyso

muchloveandpeoplethatloveme.Icouldn'thave

askedforabetterwaytocelebratemybirthday.My

handgoesonSimi'sthighandIgiveitagentle

squeezewhilelookingather.Sheisbusytalkingto

Slibutthemomentshefeelsmyhand,sheturns

aroundandsmiles

Me:thankyouforthis

Simi:noneedtothankme.Ijustwantyoutobe

happy

Me:I'mhappy.Ireallyamhappybaby



Ourmomentisdisturbbythedoorbell,ithinkone

ofthewaitersgetsthedoorandafewsecondslater

aguyI'venevermetbeforewalksin.Usithandile

standsupandgoestohim.Icanalreadyseehow

uncomfortableuncleLimileisrightnowbutaunt

Abongiweistryingtocalmhimdown.Oyintando's

eyesfollowthisguyuntilhesitsdown

Kuhle:andwhoisthis?

Weareallatthetableexceptmyparents.Theyare

probablygettinguptonogoodsomewhere.The

atmospherehaschangedabit,itssuddenlyquite

tense

Usi:thisismyman.Simbonge,babythisismy

family

SheintroduceseveryoneanduncleLimilegetsup



AuntAbongs:uyaphi?

UncleLi:ineedadrinkandfreshair

Usi:dadI'm30yearsold,youcan'tstillbe

uncomfortablewithmedating

UncleLimilejustwalksaway.WhatisaSmith

gatheringwithoutanydramathough?Thisguyhas

madeeverymaleatthistableuncomfortablebut

thefemalesareallaboutgettingtoknowhim.Ion

theotherhandammissingmygirlfriend.Sheis

nexttomebutImissher.

Gogo:doyouboyswantmetodiewithoutmeeting

yourwives?

Sabelo:wives?YhogogoI'mtooyoungtothink

aboutthat

Gogo:rubbish.youarealmost30.Youwanttoplay

womenlikeyourfatherdid?



Me:maybehedoesbutI'vefoundthegirlforme

andIwillmarryhersomeday

Gogo:somedaybettercomesoon.I'mnotgetting

anyyounger.

Mygogoisjustover80yearsoldnowandsheis

rightbutitsnoteasytoacceptthatonedayshejust

won'tbehereanymore.Ittookalongtimeformeto

cometotermswiththedeathofmkhulu.My

parentseventuallycomebackwithuncleLi,ican

tellthatdadislaughingathimbutthemoment

mama'seyeslandonUsithandile'smanshefreezes

Dad:areyouOKnanazi?

Mama:look

Dadlooksattheguyandevenhestopsinhistracks.

Simbongeisnowshiftinguncomfortably.Therest

ofusarejustconfused,Usithandileincluded



Dad:Simbonge?Whatthehell?

Me:youguysknowhim?

mama:that'sMbali'shusband

Hereisthethingaboutmyfamily,itshuge.Asthe

kids,wedon'tknoweveryoneinit.Weknowthe

namesbuttheonesthatdon'tliveinthiscity,we

don'tknowmanyoftheirfaces.Mbaliismama's

sister.Wewere14whenshegotmarriedandshe

movedafterthat.Idon'tevenrememberher,it's

been15yearssoofcourseiwasn'tgoingtoknow

herhusband.Mamavisitsthemeverynowandthen

AuntAbongs:Usithandile

Usi:ma

AuntAbongs:amarriedmansisi?Youdecideto

bringamarriedmantoyourfamily?Isthissome

kindofasickjoke

Usi:hemakesmehappymama



Mama:heisn'tyours.Whileheismakingyouhappy,

whoismakinghiswifehappy?AndwenaSimbonge?

Youarecheatingonmysister.

Simbonge:looksisGuguIdidn'tknowthatyouand

Usithandileknoweachother

Dad:andthatexcusesyoucheatingonyourwife?

Withmyniece.

Thisisreallygoingtogetugly.UncleLimileissuper

saiyanwiththetemper,himandmydadandthen

thereisOyintandoandSabelointhemix.Theyare

goingtokillthisguy

Me:bruhyamiithinkitsbestyouleave

Oyi:iagreewithSambulo.Ireallydon'twanttoKill

youandyoubetterstaythehellawayfrommy

sister

Usi:Oyintandoyoucan'tdictatemylife



Shestandsupaswellwhichshockstheliving

daylightsoutofherfather

UncleLi:IwouldshutthefuckupifIwereyou.First

itwasthatwhiteboy,thentheonenightstandwith

oneoftheteachersatyourschoolandnowyou

bringamarriedmanhere.Knowingverywellheis

married.Iwon'ttouchonthedisrespectyou've

shownusasyoureldersbutwherethefuckisthe

respectforyourself?Whenareyougoingtostart

usingyourbraininsteadofopeningyourlegsfor

everythingwithapenis?

Usithandilelowersherhead.Thathithome,evento

meandheisn'ttalkingtome

UnclesLi:I'mnotevenangry,I'mdisappointedand

disgustedbyyourbehaviorandI'mashamedtocall

youmydaughterortoevensayIraisedthis



Heturnsandwalksouttheroomleavingallofusin

dreadedsilence

ICANSAVEMYSELF

*28*

<Sabelo>

Foranynormalperson,itmightbeabit

uncomfortabletobeinsuchasettingbutforthe

restofusthathavebeeninthisfamilysincebirth,

it'swateroffaduck'sback.Thisdinnerisnolonger

aboutmybrotherandI,thankgoodness.The

attentionhasshiftedtoUsithandilebecausethe

olderfemalesinthisfamilyhavedraggedheroff

intosomeroomtodisciplineher.I'mgoingtostay

outofthefemalepartofthedramabecausedrama

isdraining.IturntoThandiwhoisplayingagame

onherphone

Me:areyoustillOK?

Shenodsbutdoesn'tlookatme.Shehasbeen



quietthroughoutthewholedrama.AtfirstIthought

maybeit'sbecauseitsabitoverwhelming,my

familyasawholeisfullofoverwhelmingdramabut

thisisThandi,sheblendsinwell

Me:Thandi

Her:ngiyekeSabelo,please

Shedragsherchairawayfromthetablebefore

gettingupandleavingmewiththemostconfused

lookonmyface.IknowIhaven'tdoneanything

wrongbecausewewerefinenotsolongago.AsI

getuptofollowher,Simlindilestopsme

Simi:I'llgo

Me:justaskherwhatididwrong

Simi:alrightbutdon'tworry,itsjustthose

pregnancyhormones

Sambulo:I'mthinkingtheformalsideofthingsis



over,wecanjustdrinknow

Oyi:yeahgents,letstakeitoutside

WemoveoutsidewithouralcoholthatKuhlehas

nowshovedincoolerboxes.AsmuchasI'mhere

physically,mymindiswithThandi.Ihopesheisok.

Itsachilledvibeoutside,Usithandile'swhitefriend

andSimlindile'ssisterarebeyondtipsyand

currentlytheyaredancingtoimaginarymusic.

KuhleandZaharemakingoutontheoutdoorcouch,

OyintandohashiseyesgluedonSimlindile'ssister

andMayaischattingtomysister.Afterawhile,

ThandiandSimlindilejoinus.

Me:canwetalk?

Shehasn'ttakenaseatyetsowewalkawayfrom

everyonebutnottowardsthehouse.Whenweare

atagooddistanceaway,istop



Me:talktome

Thandi:itdoesn'tmatterSabelo.I'moverit

Me:I'mnotoveritandI'mnotgoingtocontinueas

thougheverythingisfinewhenitisn't

Shekeepsquiet.Westayinsilenceforafew

minutesthenshestartssobbing.Idon'tmovefrom

whereI'mstanding.Shesobsquietlythenwipesher

tearsusingthebackofherhand

Me:Thandithethafondin

Her:youdon'twanttogetmarried

Ifrown

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:youtoldyourgrandmotherthatyoudon'twant

togetmarried.Sowhat'sthepointofallofthis?



Whyarewedoingallofthis?Thetherapy,keeping

thebabyandpursuingarelationship.What'sthe

pointofitall?

Isigh.SheisnowcryinghystericallyandI'mjust

lookingatherwithmyhandsdeepinmypockets.

Sothisiswhatitsliketobeinarelationship?Tobe

involvedwithsomeonethat'spregnant.Pregnant

peoplearecrazybasicallyandwhatamIsupposed

todowithallthismadness?Thereisstill5months

leftofyonkelento?

Her:youwanttocontrolmewenaSabelo.That's

whyyougotmepregnant.Youwanttousemeand

whenyouaredoneyouwilltossmeasideandmove

ontothenextbestthing

Me:ugqibilengok?

Her:stopbeingacowardandadmitit

Me:forfucksakewouldyoustopbeingcrazy?



Myvoiceisnowraisedandsheseemsshaken.

Honestlyireallydon'tunderstandwhatjust

happenedhere

Her:I'mnotcrazy.Youjustcan'thandlethetruth

Me:andwhattruthisthat?Thandicalmthefuck

down.I'mnotreadyforyonkelento,thechildorthe

relationshipbutyouarepregnantandIloveyousoI

havetoacceptandadjust.Asforthemarriagepart,

Idon'tknowhowwegotthereandI'dreally

appreciateitifwemoveawayfromthat.Youcan't

shoveallthesethingsdownmythroatallatonce

andexpectmetojustswallow.Wesaidbabysteps

andnowyouaretakinggiantleapsanddragging

mealong?Hayifondin,I'mnotdoingthatwithyou.

onesituationatatime

HersobsgetlouderandIseriouslyfeellikewalking

awaybutIknowI'llneverheartheendofitifidoSo

Itakeafewstepscloserandwrapmyarmsaround

her.HerwetfacemakescontactwithmyneckandI



sigh.Howdidweenduphere?Rightnowapartof

mefeelsliketakingadvantageofthesituationand

fuckingthelifeoutofher.Ievenhaveasemi

erectionbutI'mtryingtoavoidallofthat

Me:areyouOKnow?

Ifeelhernoddingbeforesheremovesherfacefrom

myneck.Theonlylightthat'svisiblewhereweare

standingisfrominsidethehousebutitsenoughfor

metoseeherface.Iwipehertearsthenkissher.

Thekissstartsoffslowlybutbeforeicanfullyget

intoit,IfeelherhandrubbingovermypantsandI

pullback

Me:whatareyoudoing?

I'mwhisperingsoftlywithaslightgrinonmyface.

Sheissmilingtoo



Her:it'syourbaby,it'snotme

Ichuckleandshakemyhead.Isn'tthisthesame

womanthatwasmadatmenotsolongago?

Me:youwant?

Shenodswiththebiggestgrineverthenshepulls

meawayfromthelight,furtherfromourfriends

Me:righthere?

Shenodsagain,wrapsherarmsaroundmyneck

andkissesmeagain.I'mrockhardnowandshe

canfeelit.shemoanssoftlyasmyfingersgraze

overherunderwear.Thethrillofgettingcaughtisa

turnononit'sownbutthiswomaninfrontofmeis

thebiggestturnonforme.Shegrindsagainstme

asIremoveherunderwear,shoveitdeepinmy



pockets.Sheiswet,shewantsmeandthatis

evidentfromthewaysheunzipsmypants.Ikiss

herasawaytoquietenhermoansasIburymyself

insideher.Herlegsarearoundmywaist,herback

againstthewallandmyhandsonherbutt

*

Itsbeenaweeksincemybirthdaydinner,things

betweenThandiandIarejustarollercoaster.

sometimesshecomplainsaboutthecraziestthings,

otherdayssheisthesweetestpersonandondays

liketoday,I'mscaredsheisgoingtokillmeinmy

sleep

Thandi:youarelate

Me:I'mnot.I'montime.Let'sgo

Igrabherbagandusherhertothecar

Her:yourchildislazy



Me:heisstillnotmoving?

Her:nope.Itsbeen3daysofsilencefromhim.I'm

alsospottingnowbutapparentlythat'snormal

Me:what'sspotting?

Her:lightbleeding.NothingtostressaboutbutI'm

goingtotellthedoctoraboutit.thespottingandthe

cramps

Idon'tsayanythingafterthat,Ijustfocusonthe

driving.wemakeittothedoctor'splace10minslate

andshestartsgoingoffatme

Her:itoldyouthatyouarelate.nowwehavetowait

becauseourappointmenthasbeentaken

Me:thepointisthatyouwillgettoseethedoctor

Her:imadeanappointmentforareason.Youjust

don'trespectmeortime

Me:whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutthespottingand

thecramps?



Her:don'tshiftblamehere.Youmadeuslate

Igiveup.idecidetojustshutmymouthbeforeI

saysomethingIknowiwillregret.IknowI'mnot

goingtobeabletodothisfor5moremonths,I'lldie.

Eventuallythedoctorcallsusin,ihelpherupand

sheleadstheway

Doc:howareyouguysdoing?

Thandi:I'mannoyed

Me:I'mtired

ThedoctorchucklesassheliftsThandi'sshirt

Doc:letsseehowthebabyisdoing

Thandi:hehasbeenlazylately.nomovement

Me:andsheisspottingandhascramps.Shemight

justleaveoutthatpartthesamewayshedidn'ttell



me

Thandigruntsandignoresme.Thedoctoris

movingthemonitoralloverherstomach.Thelook

onherfaceisquiteworrying

Me:iseverythingokdoc?

Doc:I'mnotsure.ican'tfindaheartbeat

Me:whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfindaheartbeat?

Doc:missZulu,whenlastdidyoufeelyoyrbaby

move?

Thandi:afewdaysago.Ithink3or4daysago

Me:andwhendidthecrampsstart?

BothThandiandthedoctoraregivingmeweird

looksbutIdon'tcare.IwantanswersandIwant

themnow



Me:answermedammit

Doc:MrSmithI'mgoingtoneedyoutocalmdown

IhuffthenshutmymouthbutIhaven'ttakenmy

eyesoffThandiwhoisnowintears

Doc:Thandi?

Thandi:thecrampsstartedadaybeforebutthe

spottingstarted3daysago.IthoughtitwasNormal.

Icheckedgoogleanditsaidlightbleedingand

crampsisnormal

Doc:OKletmedoanotherultrasoundandwe'lltake

itfromthere.JustcalmdownOK?

ICANSAVEMYSELF

*29*

<Slindile>

WhenifoundoutthatOyintandoisactually

Usithandile'sbrother,Ilostinterest.Italwaysgets

complicatedwhenyoudatesomeonewhose



siblingsyouhangoutwith.Itsnotanaddedbonus,

itsacomplicationbecauseweallknowmenare

shadyandyouwouldhavetobethemoststupid

personifyouthinkyourfriendwillbeloyaltoyou

andnottheirshadybrother.Weallknowhowblood

ismadeouttobethethickestthingeverwhen

comparedtowatersosaveyourselftheheartbreak

andstayawayfromyourfriendsbrothers.Whenwe

arrivedathisplaceandIsawhiminthatsuit,all

thatbullshitwentoutthedoor.Thismanissexyin

scrubs,nowimaginetheyesesheispullingright

nowinasuit

Usi:closeyourmouth,youaredrooling

Iswallowspit,continuestaringandhejustsmiles

andraiseshiswhiskeyglassatme.I'vealready

decidedthatifIhavetheintentionofkeepingmy

pantiesonmybodytonight,Iamtoavoidthatman

atallcost.Therestofthenightwentonswiftly,well

we'vealldecidednottowasteourenergyfocusing



onUsithandile'sfoolishness.I'vemadeamental

notetositdownandtalktothatgirlsometime

duringtheweek,maybeorganizeherasessionwith

ashrinkatthehospitalbecausesheispacking

someseriousissues.Itsgettinglate,everyone

startsleavingandI'mnotevendrunkenoughto

wanttogosleepyet.IfIhaven'thadaglassof

Savannah,IalwaysfeelasifI'vebeendrinkingjuice

allnight.Champagnedoesn'teventasteniceor

maybeI'mnotrichsoIdon'tknowhowto

appreciateit

Simi:Sliweareleaving,we'lldropyouoff

Me:I'llrequestanubertoyourflat.Iknowyouare

goingtoSambulo'shouse

Simi:youstillwanttostay?

Oyintando:Idon'tmindherstaying.I'lldriveher

myselftoyourflat

Ifeelhisbreathonmyneckandnetherregion



moistens.Hayiman,whatwitchcraftisthisguy

playingwith?Udlalakabishame

Sambulo:areyousure?KuhleandZaharealready

sleepingsoit'sjustgoingtobethetwoofyouguys

Oyintando:yousaythatasifI'msomekindofserial

killer.Don'tworryaboutSlindile,I'lltakegoodcare

ofher

Ourbodiesarenowtouching,heisbehindmeandI

takeinadeepbreathasIfeelhishandonmybutt

Simi:okthengoodnightguys.Thanksforeverything

Oyintando

Oyintando:onlyapleasure.drivesafelyguys

TheywalkoutclosingthedoorbehindthemandI

couldn'tbemoregratefulbecausethisgivesmea

chancetoturnaroundandgivethismanapieceof



mymind.Whothehelldoeshethinkheis,busy

grabbingmyassasifheownsme.Themomenti

turnaround,hequicklyshoveshishandsinhis

pocketsandsmiles

Me:don'tyoueverdothatagain

Oyintando:dowhat?

Ihuffthenfoldmyarmsacrossmychest.I'mquite

annoyedrightnowandheseesitbutheisstill

smiling

Me:youknowwhatyoudid

Him:youmeanthis?

Heplaceshishandsonmybuttagainandpullsme

closer.Igasploudlyashepressesmybodyagainst

his.Thereisafeeling,idon'tknowwhatitisor

whereitscomingfrombutitsthere.Itshereinthe



verylittlespacebetweenmeandthisman

Him:youlookedamazingtonight.Ididn'tgeta

chancetotellyoubecauseyoukeptrunningaway

from

Me:Iwasn'trunningawayfromyouandgetyour

handsoffmybuttplease

Heremovesthembutnottheeyesthataburninga

holethroughme

Him:abuttiswhatthatJessicagirlhas,youhave

anass.Asexyass

Me:okthen.DoyouhaveSavannahinthishouse?

Him:Savannah?YoudrinkSavannah?

Me:isthataproblem?ikhonanomaayikho?

Helaughswhileshakinghisheadthentakesastep



backandheadstowardsthekitchen.Ifollowhim.

Hishouseisgorgeous,especiallyhiskitchen.It's

neatandspacious.Isitonthebarchairandwatch

himmoveabout.Hehastakenoffthesuitjacket

andisinjustthewhiteshirt,rolledatthesleeves

andthenavypants

Him:ithoughtallgirlswantchampagnewhenthey

arearoundrichGuys

Me:youarerich?WellIdidn'tnotice

HelaughsbeforeplacingadumpyofSavannahin

frontofmewithaglassnexttoit.

Him:IguessIstillhavetoworkharder.Jongalove,

I'mgoingtotakeaquickshowerthenI'lljoinyou.

I'mstickyandsweaty

Me:soamI

Him:youwanttojoinme?



Me:haibo

Helaughs.Oyintandohasacutelaugh,itsnotloud

butitscute

Him:youcantakeashowerinoneoftheguest

rooms.I'llbringyousweatpantsandaT-shirtto

wear

Me:I'mnotsleepingover

Him:youaredrinkingsavannahat2am,deepdown

youknowwhereyouwillsleeptonight

Me:andwhereisthat?

Him:yousee.I'llbeback

HewalksawayandIalsogetup.Isettleforabath

soicanfinishmyboozeoffwhilerelaxing.Whatam

Istilldoinginthisman'shouse?TruthisI'drather

beherethanbeonmyowninmylittlesister'sflat.



Mylifeislonely,Idon'thavefriendsandbasically

mylifeconsistsofmyworkandmyfamily.That'sit.

Aftercleaningthetub,Iwrapmybodyinatowel

andgofindthismanthatpromisedmesweatpants.

I'vealreadybrokenonepromisetonight,mypanties

arenolongeronmybody.althoughItookthemoff

myself,thepointistheyareoff.Iknockafewtimes

onthedoorI'dliketoassumeisthemainbedroom

Him:comein

Iwalkintofindhimalsoinjustatowelwithwater

dropletsonhisupperbody.Andwhatanupper

bodyitis.Hischest,hisabs,hisshoulders,his

arms...everythinglookssolidandthechocolateskin

isjustthecherryontop

Him:donealready?

Inod.Ifeelatwitchsomewherebetweenmylegs



andiquicklycrossthem.Heisafewstepsaway

butit'sasifheisrightnexttome.Thiswholeroom

isfilledwithhisscent.Itakemyeyesoffhim

becauseificontinuestaringathim,myhappy

juiceswillstartflowingdownmythighs.I'venever

beensoturnedonbyamanwhohasdonenothing

sexualtome.

Him:comecloser,Iwon'tbite.Ipromise

Me:maybeI'llbite

Iwhispertomyselfasiwalkclosertohimthentake

aseatonthebed

Him:thisisapparentlywhereallthemagichappens

Me:hmm.Thesweatpantsplease

Him:ohyes

Hewalkstowardshiscloset.Ifindmyselfstaringat



hisbutt.'SnapoutofitSlindile.Youarebehaving

likealoosegypsy.'Ithinktomyself

Him:thereyougo

Me:thankyou

Healsotookoutapairforhimselfwhichhewasted

notimeinputtingon.rightinfrontofme.Without

anyunderwear

Me:wow.Shymuch?

Him:nah.IfI'mgoingtobegettingnakedinfrontof

youforawhile,Imightaswellgetusedtoit

Me:haibobhuti

I'mstillsittingonthebedandheisstandinginfront

ofmenow.Hegentlypicksmeupbridalstyle,his

skinfeelssoftandsmellsofcocobutter.Heplaces

meonmybackonthebedthenclimbsnexttome.



Myheartisbeatinghardagainstmychestandmy

breathingisn'tconstantatthismoment

Him:nomorealcoholforyou

Me:I'dliketogetdressed

Him:I'mnotstoppingyou

I'mnotwearinganythingunderthistowelandI

knowifIgetnakedinfrontofthisman,Iwon'tbe

abletostopwhatwillfollowafterthat.Idon'tmove,

itssafewhereIam

Him:IstillwanttogettoknowyouSlindile

Me:Oyintandoitslate

Him:I'lldriveyoutotheflatinthemorning.Talkto

me

Wetalkthewholenightuntilthesuncomesup.Itell



himaboutmyself,hetellsmeabouthimselfand

beforeweknowit,its7am.Somewhereintheearly

hoursofthemorningitgottoocoldandweended

upunderthecovers.Notineachothersarms

though

Him:I'minlovewithyou

Me:ithinkIpickedthatup

Him:goodbecauseIdon'tdosubtle.Youare

everythingIloveandwantinawoman.Youare

beautiful,genuinely,carefreeandfeistyplusyouare

smartandfunny

Me:youarerich.YousawwhereI'mfrom.Guyslike

youdon'tlookatgirlslikeme

Him:Ididn'tchooseyou.Myheartdidandtheonly

currencymyheartworksinislove.Iwantyouinmy

lifeSlindile

Idon'tsayanything.Idon'tknowwhattosay,I'm

attractedtohimbutthenthereisstillthatissueof



himbeingUsithandile'sbrother.Itsnotsomething

thatshouldmatterbuttomeitdoes.Idon'twantto

endupbeingtakenforafoolbecauseyho

relationshipsthesedaysconsistsofalotoffuckery,

popayismandbeingtakenforumsunu.
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<Simlindile>

Mygirlshelpedmeputtogetheranoutfitformy

privateafterpartyforthebirthdayboy.Ishould

havenotgottenUsithandileinvolvedinthat,thegirl

isasexfreak.I'minthebathroomwithmy

overnightbag.Ijustfinishedtakingashowerand

moisturisingmybodysoI'mstaringatthisskimpy

thingthatisapparentlysupposedtofitonmybody.

I'mnotabiggirlbutthislittlethinglookstoosmall.

Aknockonthedoorgivesmeafrightbutiquickly

composemyself

Sambulo:areyouokinthere?You'vebeeninthere

fortoolong



Iclearmythroat

Me:I'mfine.I'llbeoutinasec

Him:OKbabe.Iloveyou

Ismiletomyself

Me:thankyou

Him:hawubaby

Me:youknowIloveyoutoo.Ngyezajustswitchthe

lightsoffandkeepthebedsidelampon

Him:why?

Me:justnje.Pleasedoit

Idecidetogowiththepinkg-string,bralettethen

covermyselfwiththesilkgown.Easytoputonand

easytotakeoff.Ithroweverythingbackinmybag



thentakeinadeepbreath,exhaleslowlybefore

openingthedoor.Themomenthehearsmy

footsteps,hesitsuponthebed

Him:haababy,I'mswitchingthelightsonforthis

Me:hayiSambulo,don't

Him:iwanttoseeyounjebaby.

Hejumpsoutofbedandswitchesthelightson.

ThisgownbarelycoversmybuttcheekssoI'm

practicallynaked

Him:wow

Me:youlike?

Him:what?Ilove.Youlooksosexybaby

ThemomentIreachhim,hishandsgoformyrobe

andIstophim



Me:relax.Wehaveallnightsoyoudon'thaveto

rush

Him:yesma'am

Hisbottomlipissexilytuckedbetweenhisteeth,

hiseyesaretravelingallovermybodyandImust

sayitsaconfidencebooster.Iwrapmyhands

aroundhisneck,peckhislipsthenstareintohis

eyes

Me:Iloveyouandhappybirthdaybaby

Him:itshouldbemybirthdayeveryday

I'mexcitedabouttonight,I'mturnedonandI'mjust

hopingitwillreachmyexpectationsandthatiwill

beabletomeethisexpectations.Heplantssoft

kissesonmyneckandmybodyrelaxes.Myskinis

instantlyfilledwithgoosebumpsasIfeelhis

growingerectionagainstmystomach,it'sturning



meon

Him:youaresobeautifulSimlindile

Hishandsarebackonthebeltoftherobe,Idon't

stophimasheuntiesitandremovesitslowly.I

watchandsmiletomyselfashisjawdropstothe

floortogetherwiththerobe

Him:damnbaby

Idon'thavethewordsnortheenergytorespond.

Mybodyfeelslikeitsfloatingonacloud.Aheated

cloudbecauseI'mdefinitelyinheatrightnow.Ifeel

hislipsonmyshoulder,hishandonmyboobover

mybraandithrowmyheadback.Anunexpected

moanescapesmylips.I'vebeenneedingthis,

wantingitandhereIamabouttogivemyselftohim.

Hislipsmovetomineandwegetlostinthekiss.Its

slowyetsopassionate,ourtonguesdancingwith



eachother.Hishandsareonmybuttnowashe

gentlyliftsmeupandplacesmeonthebed.His

bareupperbodyispressedagainstmine,heis

betweenmylegsandhiserectionispressedon

crotch,forcingthematerialofmyg-stringtorub

againstmyclitarea.Mymoansaregettinglouder

andheistakinghistime,kneadingmybreastwhile

kissingandsuckingonmyneck.Idon'tknowhow

hemanagestounhookmybrathatquicklyand

withouthasslesbuthismouthisnowcoveringmy

nippleandheissuckingonit

Me:Sa...mb..

Hemovestotheotherone,sucksonitwhilehis

fingerstweakandrollmyothernipple.TheheatI'm

feelingbetweenmylegsisthereasonbehindhow

I'mgrindingmyselfslowlyagainsthim.Hemoves

hiskisseslowertowardsmystomach,wetkisses

andblowingcoolairoverthem.Atthismomenthe

hastotalcontrolovermybody,myoverlysensitive



body.IfeelhisteethgrazeovermyunderwearandI

yelpunexpectedlywhichmakeshimlaughbefore

heslowlytakesmyg-stringoffwithhisteeth

Him:I'mkeepingthis

Mythighsopenontheirownbeforeheeven

touchesthem,I'msoakingwet.Ifeelhiswarm

tongueonme,it'saForeignfeelingbutwhata

feelingitis.Hesucksonmyclit,makeslovetome

withhistongueuntilIfeelmytoescurlandallthe

heatrushestothespacebetweenmylegs.The

orgasmthatfollowsismindblowing.Helicksme

cleanthencomesupwiththekisses.Ifeelhis

erectiononme,itsbare.Whendidthebriefscome

off?Hekissesmeagain,Icantastemyselfonhim

butI'mnotfocusedonthat.I'mgrindingmyself

tryingtogethiminsideme.

Him:Ithoughtwehaveallnight



Me:don'ttestme

Helaughs

Him:I'msoinlovewithyouitscrazy

Heentersmeslowlyuntilhehasfilledmeup,iwrap

mylegsaroundhiswaistandmovewithhim.The

feelingisoutofthisworld.Wearemoaning

together,gettinglostintheecstasythenhepulls

outwhileI'mstillenjoyingit.Hereachesforthe

drawerandpullsoutacondom

Him:Idon'twanttobeThandiandSabelo.Atleast

notrightnow

Heslidesinonhispenisandentersmeagain.He

makesslowlovetome,ourhandsintertwinedand

pinnedabovemyhead.Mylegscrossedonhis



back,pushinghimdeeper.Atthismomentnothing

elsematters,notthepast,notthefuturejustthis

momentrighthere.WemovedtogetheruntilIcum

thenheplacesbothmylegsoneithersideofhis

shouldersandthrustsagain.Whenhisgruntsget

louder,Imoverfasterunderhimandhereleasesas

well.Myeyesareshutbutifeelawarmkissonmy

foreheadandanotheroneonmylips

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

aftergettingcleanedup,wegetbackinbedandhe

pullsmetohischest.I'mhappywithhim,hefeels

likehomebutIstillcan'thelpbutfeelasthoughhe

willchangehismindaboutmeatsomepoint.There

isnothingspecialaboutmethatcankeepaman

likeSambulo.Heliterallycanhaveanygirlhewants

Him:what'sonyourmind?



Me:nothing.I'mjustenjoyingthismoment

Him:pleasedon'teverleaveme.Iknowwewillhave

fightsandproblemsbutpleasepromisemethatwe

willworkthroughthemtogetherandthatyouwon't

leaveme

Me:Ipromise.I'minthisforthelongrun

Hekissesmyforeheadagainthengivesmeagentle

squeeze.HefallsasleepfirstanditswhenIhearhis

softsnoresthatIalsodriftofftosleep.Thenext

dayI'mwokenbysomethingwarmrubbingback

andforthbetweenmylegs.I'msleepingonmyside,

mylegisbeingheldupintheairandI'mgettingwet.

IcontinuepretendingasifI'msleepinguntilIfeel

himslidingin

Me:aaah

Him:morningsthandwasami

Henibblesonmyearlobewhiletweakingmynipple



andthrustingdeepinsideme

*

Itsbeentwoweekssincewestartedhavingsexand

IthinkI'maddictedtoSambulo'spenisnow.I

actuallycravesexnow,that'showmuchIenjoyit

andthisweekI'mbeingstarved

Me:maybeheischeating

Jess:ohpleasethatmanworshipsyou,hewould

neverdoyoulikethat

Me:thenwhyhashebeenMIA?Hehardlycalls,I

havetotakeacabtotheflatandIhaven'tseenhim

sincelastweekTuesday.Somethingisgoingon.

Usithandilewhatdoyouthink?

Shestopspokingherfoodaroundandlooksatus.I

don'tthinksheisfollowingourconversation

Me:areyouOK?



Usi:SimbongewantstoleaveMbali

Jess:andyouaresadbecause?

Usi:I'mnotsad,I'mscared.Youknowwhatthey

sayaboutarelationshipbuiltonanotherperson's

tears

Me:thendon'tbuilditonhertears,builditonyour

loveforeachother

Shesighs

Usi:myparentsandmybrotherswon'taccepthim

Jess:followyourheart.Ifthemanwantstoleave

hiswifeforyouthenthatmeanshereallylovesyou

Usi:aiIdon'tknowguys.Theyhavekidskeaswell.

3ofthem.Imagineifsomeonecameandtookmy

dadfrommymomwhilemybrothersandIwerestill

kids.

Shesighsagainthentakesapause



Usi:whenibroughthimtothedinner,ididn'tknow

whohiswifeis.Wejustmadesurenottotalkabout

her.Yessheexistsbutnotinourworld

Me:butnowhaveyouconsideredthe

consequencesofyonkelento?Therelationship

kamakaSambuloAndyourparentsbecauseatthe

endofthedayifyouandSimbongecontinuethisits

goingtocomeacrossasifyourparentscan't

handletheirownchild.ItsgoingtoputoSambuloin

anawkwardpositionanditsgoingtoputmeinan

awkwardposition.Itsnotonlyjustaboutyouguys

sofunekaubeSuremngani.

ICANSAVEMYSELF
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<Sabelo>

Thereisthissayingthatkeepsringinginmyhead

asthedoctorexplainshowshethinksthebabydied.

I'mlistening,ThandiiscryingandallIamfocused

onisthesayinginmyhead.''Youlearnto

appreciatethingsthemostwhenyoulosethem''.I



thoughtIstillhadlotsoftimetolearntoacceptmy

baby,tobondwithmybabyandtolovemybaby.I

havebeensofocusedonbetteringmyselfsoI'llbe

agoodfatherthatIneverfeltmybaby'skicks.I

rememberThandi'sexcitementeverytimethebaby

kickedandherwantingtoshareitwithmebutIwas

alwaystoobusywithsomethingoroverwhelmedby

everything.IfiguredI'llfeelthekicksat6monthsor

8monthsbutthatwillneverhappennow.Asthe

doctorexplainstoThandithattheywillgiveher

laborinducingmedicationwhilesheisadmittedat

thehospitalandshewillhavetogivebirthtothe

baby.Iwanttoshutdownmyownfeelingsandbe

thereforherbutthepainI'mfeelinghastakenover

myentirebody.Ican'tthink,Ican'tmoveanddeep

downapartofmewantstojustdie.IfeelasifI'min

physicalpain.IthurtsthatIwon'tgettoholdthis

baby,ithurtsthatheisdeadbutwhathurtsthe

mostisthatIcan'tbethereforthewomanIlove

becauseapartofmeblamesherforthis.Afterthe

ambulancetakeshertothehospital,Isend

Sambuloatexttocomefetchme.HecallsmebutI

don'tanswer.Iwanttocrybutitsnothappening.



I'mhopingthatifIatleastshedatearortwo,the

painwon'tbeasbadbutitsjustnothappening

Sambulo:andthen?What'swrongwithyourcarand

yourphone?

Idon'trespond.Ihavemyeyesfocusonthisone

squaretileonthefloor.I'mlookingatthepattern,

tryingmybestnottolosemymindbecausethereis

somethingdeepinsidemethatwantsmetojust

screamrightnow

Him:halfwhat'sgoingon?

Isigh,liftmyheadandlookathimforasecond

thenshakemyhead

Him:whereisThandi?

Me:shelostthebaby



Myvoicecomesoutcoarseandverysoft.That'sthe

firsttimeI'vesaiditoutloud.Shelostthebaby.

Alreadythatstatementonitsownpointsafingerso

whyshouldn'tI?Itsherbloodpressurethatleadto

this.Itshersilencethatledtothisbecausehadshe

spokensooner,mychild'sheartwouldstillbe

beatingrightnowandIwouldn'tfeellikeshit.

Him:fuck.YesesbruhI'msosorry

Hishandisonmyshouldersqueezingitbutitsnot

helping.Nothingisgoingtohelp.Iacceptedmy

circumstances,Istartedgoingtotherapy,I'mfixing

myselfbutitsnotenough.Somehowmyhappiness

hadtobesnatchedaway.Thelittlebitofhappiness

IhadisallgoneandagainIfeelrejected

Him:letsgo.I'lltakeyouhome

Me:no.Takemetothehospital



Him:SabeloIdon'tthinkyouareintherightspace

forthat.Thandineedsyoursupportnotyou

pointingafingerather

Me:whataboutmeSambulo?Don'tIneedsupport?

ShetoldmethatIgotwhatIwantedbecauseI

didn'twantthisbaby.Sheisalreadymakingmeher

punchingbag

Him:I'lltakeyoutogoseeherlater.RightnowI'm

goingtotakeyouhome

HecallsShakatocomepickupmycarthenweget

inhiscarandhedrivesushome.Myeyeshave

beenshutsincethecarstartedmoving.Iwantmy

mindtobeclearbutitsclattered.Idon'tknowwhere

andhowThandiandIwillbegininpickingupthese

pieces.ThesekindofpiecesarelikeglasssoI

knowthereisnowaywewillbeabletopickthem

upwithouthurtingourselvesintheprocess.When

wegethome,mymotherandSomilaareinthe

kitchenbutidon'tbothertogreet.Idon'thavethe

energy.Myentirebodyfeelsdrainedandheavy



Sambulo:trytotakeanap,I'llpickyouuplater.

BruhI'mreallysorryaboutthebaby.Ican'tbeginto

imaginewhatyoumustbegoingthroughbutIwant

youtoknowthatI'llbehereforyouandwithyou

throughitall.

Inodandhewalksout.Ineedashower.Ineedto

washoffeverythingthathashappenedToday.After

myhourlongshowerwhichstartedoffwithme

standingundertheshowerheadandendedwithme

sittingonthefloor,kneestoomychinandmyhead

onmyknees.TheentiretimeIwasdesperatefor

tearsortounleashthescreamthatisbottledinside

ofmebutIfailed.Idrymybodyandgetinbed.It

took6painkillerstoknockmeout.WhenIwakeup,

itwasduetoSambuloshakingmeasifI'macorpse

Me:hmm

Sambulo:vukandoda



Me:OK

Him:freshenup,weareleavingforthehospitalin

20mins

Me:hmm

Isitup,rubmyeyesthenstretch.I'mstillfeeling

drowsybutI'llsnapoutofitsoon

Me:howisshe?

Hekeepsquiet

Me:Sambulo

Him:sheisn'tOKbruh.Shehadtobesedatedafter

givingbirth.Whenshewokeupshewasstillcrying

andscreaming.SheneedsyouSabelo.Shedoesn't

knowhowmuchsheneedsyoubutshedoes

Me:OK



Igetuptowashmyfacethenputonahoodie

becauseitschillyoutside.Whenwegettothe

hospital,Itakeinadeepbreathbeforewalkingin.

Sheissleepingonherside,facingawayfromthe

doorbuthersobsareaudiblefromthedoor.Istand

overherbed,myhandsinmypocketsandjustlook

atherwithoutsayingaword.Iwanttotouchher

andholdherbutIdecideagainstit

Me:Thandi

Sheturnsaround,herfaceisred,hereyesare

swollenandshelookssodefeated.westareateach

other,neitheroneofusuttersaword.Idon'tknow

whattosayandIdon'twantafight

Thandi:ufunaniSabelo?

Me:Idon'twanttofightwithyou

Her:ohyoujustwanttoblamemeforkillingthe



childyoudidn'twant?Youwanttomakeyourself

feelbetterbyforcingtheblameonme

Me:Icameheretocheckhowyouaredoing

Her:Igavebirthtoadeadbabyafewhoursago,

howdoyouthinkI'mfeeling?

Idon'trespond,insteadIpullthechairbackandsit

down.Thelookshegivesmeisfilledwithsomuch

hurt,rageandhatebutI'mnotintimidated

Me:IlostababytooThandi

Her:yourtraumastartedandendedatthedoctor's

room.HowmuchmorethetraumaIhadtogo

through?Thecontractions,thelaborpainsandthe

pushingknowingverywellthatIwon'thearmy

babycry?YouhavenoideawhatI'vebeenthrough

sodon'tyoudarecomparemypaintoyours

Isigh,rubmyeyesthenlookather.I'mslowly

gettingpissedoffbutI'mtryingmybesttocontain



itbecauseofthecircumstanceswearein

Me:whatgoodwillattackingmedo?I'mhere

becauseIthoughtweareinthistogetherbutnow

itsasifyouareagainst

Her:youblamemeforthis.Yousaidityourselfthat

hadIspokenupsoonerthenthiswouldhavebeen

avoided

Me:I'msorryIblamedyou.LookofcourseIdon't

knowthekindofpainyouarefeelingbutthat

doesn'tmeanthepainI'mfeelingshouldbecast

aside.

Silencefillstheroomforafewminutesthenshe

startscryingagain.Notquietsobsbutloud

screamswhichbreakmyheartthelouderthey

become

Her:lea..leave.Iwa...wantyoutolea...leaveand

ne...nevercomeba...back



Me:Thandi

Shedrinksaglassofwaterandtriestocalmherself

downbutitsnotworking

Her:youaretoxicSabelo.Yournegativeenergy

causedallofthis.Youstressedmeout.Youcaused

mybloodpressuretorise.ItsallyourfaultandI

wantyououtofmylife.IhateyouandIwillnever

forgiveyouforthis

Ishakemyhead

Me:youdon'tmeanthat.ThandiyoulovemeandI

loveyou.don'tletthehurtforceyoutosaythings

youdon'tmean

Her:youarenotworthyofbeingloved.Youdon't

deservelove.Youdestroyeverygoodthinginyour

life.Youweremadetobethefuckeduppersonyou

areandyouwillneverbeanythingmorethanthat



person.IcurseandregretthedayIletyouintomy

life

Ilistenandtakeineverywordshesays.Eachone

cuttingdeeperthanthepreviousoneandallthe

tearsIneededtonumbthepainoflosingmychild

comefloodingnowasshescreamsatmebutI

quicklywipethemandstandup

Me:youthinkyouarebetterthanme?Youarenot.

Youareexactlylikethelunaticthatgavebirthto

you.Youknowyouwillcomebackcrawlingand

beggingformydick.Youthinkjustbecauseyou

wenttoafewtherapysessions,youarebetterthan

me?Guessagainbecauseyoukilledyourown

damnchildandI'mgladmychildisdead.He

deservesbetterthantohaveafuckedupmother

likeyou.Ididn'tevenmeanitwhenIsaidIloveyou.

Ijustusedyouasabintoemptymybaggageand

mysperms



ThedoorswingsopenandSambulowalksin

followedbythedoctor,nursesandsecurity

Doctor:sirIthinkyoushouldleave

Iwalktowardsthedoorbutstopjustbefore

reachingitandturntolookatThandi

Me:haveagreatlife.

ICANSAVEMYSELF
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<Sambulo>

Itspainfultowatchagreatthingfallapartbecause

twopeoplearetoohurttoconsiderthe

consequencesoftheiractions.Inmyeyes,theyare

bothwrongbecausetheyusedeachothers

weaknessestofighttheirbattlesandnowthe

reasontheyarebothhurtinghasbeencastaside.

Sabeloisnotamanofmanywordssothesilencein



mycarasweleavethehospitalisjustifiedandilet

himbe

Sabelo:don'ttakemehome.Takemetomyhouse.I

wanttobealone

Me:I'lltakeyoutomyhouse.I'mnotleavingyou

alonewhenyouarelikethis

Hedoesn'trespondnordoeshefightme.Theplan

istoputeverythingandeveryoneasideasIhelp

himgetthroughthis.Iknowhewoulddothesame

forme,it'swhathedidwhenIgotoutofhospital

aftermyaccident.That'stherelationshipwehave,

wearealwaysthereforeachotherbecausewe

knowwhatitslikehavingjusteachotherinour

corner.

Me:I'llcook.Youhelpyourselftomyalcohol

Him:firstlyyoudon'tknowhowtocookandIdon't

wanttodieandsecondly,youhaveshittyalcohol.



Me:mxmdon'tinsultme,I'mtryingtohelpyouhere

Him:bykillingme?NahbruhIstillhavealifetolive

Iorderpizza,hedrinksmyshittyalcoholalthough

hecomplainswitheverysiphetakes.Idon'tknow

whyheisdrinkingitifhedoesn'twantit.Thepizza

arrivesjustasmyphonerings,IcheckthecallerID

andwhenIseeSimlindile'sname,Ideclinethecall.

Igetourpizzaandweeat.Simicallsagainandthis

timeIswitchmyphoneoff.I'lljusthavetoexplain

toheratalaterstagewhenallofthishasblown

over

Me:youwerewrongbruh

Him:ndiyekemahnSambulo

Me:Iwouldn'tbeagoodbrothertoyouifididn'ttell

youthetruth.Youshouldn'thavesaidthosethings

toher.Sheisfragileandsheishurting

Him:soitwasfineforhertosayallthatshittome?

BecausemnaI'mnothurtingandandikhofragile?



Khawumebruh

Hedownshisglassofwhiskey,pourshimself

anotheroneandhuffsbeforetakingasip

Him:shewaslashingoutbutshepushedme.She

hitbelowthebeltandyouexpectedmetojuststand

thereandtakeit?

Me:youshouldhavewalkedaway

Him:howmanytimesdidItellyoutowalkaway

fromSimlindile?Andyouneverdidbecause

uyamthanda.Howamisupposedtowalkaway

fromumntuendimthandayo?

Me:youdon'tsaysuchhurtfulthingstoumntu

omthandayoSabelo.Hayindoda.Youdon't

Hegruntsthenlowershishead.Thereissilence

againuntilihearhimsobbingsoftly.I'veknownthis

guymywholelifeandneverhaveIseenhimsoin

touchwithhisemotions.I'veneverseenhim



allowinghimselftofeelthepain.Thesobsget

louderandhefallsonhisknees.Ithurtsformeto

watchhimlikethissoiwalkawayandheadtomy

bedroom.Themomentmydoorcloses,Ihearaloud

screamfromtheloungeandmyheartbreaks.The

screamisfollowedbyafewothers,theyaremore

ofroarsthantheyarescreamsbuttheyarepainful.

Thenthereissilence.Igivehim30minutesbeforei

headbacktotheloungeandifindhimpassedout

onthefloorlayinginafoetalposition.Imightnot

knowwhatitsliketoloseachildandtohaveyour

demonsthrowninyourfacebutIfeelhispain

becauseheismybrother.Wesharedawomband

inawayweareone.Thedaysthatfollowedwereno

different,hecriedeveryday,screamingwhenI'mnot

intheroomanddrinkinglikethereisnotomorrow.

MyrelationshipwithSimlindilehastakenthemost

strainoverthepastcoupleofdays.Ilastsawher5

daysagoandalthoughImissherlikecrazy,my

brotherneedsme.ItsaMondaytodayandI'm

surprisedtocomehomeandfindingacleanlounge

andasoberbrother



Me:eita

Sabelo:sho

Me:whathappened?

Him:ngantoni?

Me:ngawe

Iplacemyworkbagonthecouch,takemyshoes

offandunbuttonthetoptwobuttonsofmyshirt

Him:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:hayimahnuyazingikhulumangani.Don'tmake

mespellitoutforyou

Him:mxmUyadikawithyourzuluspeakingass.

Mamacalled,shoutedmefordecadesbecause

yoursonandyourbrotherrattedmeoutforfetching

themfromschooldrunk.Shewentonaboutifi

wanttokillmyselfthenishouldn'tgethergrandson

andShakainvolvedinthatandImustdiealone.



Mamanevershouts.OKsheshoutsbutendsthe

shoutingoffbytellusshelovesus.Shemusthave

beenreallypissedofftogetthisonetogethisshit

together

Me:wow.Sowhatnow?

Him:tomorrowI'mgoingbacktotherapy.Iknowi

startedoffdoingitforThandibutitwasworkingso

nowI'lldoitformyself

Me:haveyouspokentoher?

Heshakeshishead.Iknowihadtostophimafew

timesfromdrunkcallingherbecausethatwould

nothaveendedwell

Him:Idon'tthinkIwantto.Notnowthatis.Iwant

togetthroughmytherapysessions,putmylife

backtogetherandtakeitfromthere.Shealso

needstohealandmaybeafterallthat,wecanpick



upthepieces

Me:doyouthinkthat'sstillpossible?

Heshrugshisshouldersandidecidetokeepquiet

aswell.ThenextdayIleaveworkat14h00withthe

intentionofspendingtimewithSimi.Icallherjust

afterparkingmycarattheschool

Simi:hello

Me:baby

Her:unjani?

Me:I'mtired.I'mheretopickyouup

Her:OKgivemeafewminutes

Whenshegetsinthecar,Ireachoverforahugbut

sheblocksme.Iletoutaloudsighbeforestarting

theignition



Me:howareyou?

Her:fine

SheismadatmeandItotallyunderstandwhy.I've

beenMIAwithoutgivingherareasonbutI'mnot

thekindofmanthatinvolvesmywomaninmy

problems.I'drathertellyouabouttheproblemand

howisolveditinsteadoftellingyouaboutthe

problemwhenIdon'thaveasolutionforit.Wedrive

insilenceuntilwereachherflat.Igoinwithherand

themomentweareindoors,Icornerherforahug

Simi:whoisshe?

Ifrownandstareather.Evenwhensheisangry,

shestilllooksgorgeousandthedimpleonherchin

looksdeeperthanusual

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?



Her:thewomanthatyouhavebeenbusywith.Who

isshe?

Me:youthinkI'mcheatingonyou?Whywouldyou

thinkthat?

Her:you'vebeenMIAfor6daysnow,rejectingmy

callsandwhenyoudocallme,youdon'tgivemean

explanation.WhoissheSambulo?Iwanttoknow

Shefoldsherarmsacrossherchestandstaresat

meangrily.Asifiwouldevercheatonthiswoman.

I'mtoohappyandtooinlovetobringdramaofa

mistressintomylife.mylifeisalreadydramatic

enough

Me:baby,sthandwasamiI'mnotcheatingonyou

Her:thenuphumaphi?IswearSambulouzofayazi.

Wenanomakhwapheniwakho

Ilaugh,shegivesmeadeathstareandIstiflemy

laugh



Me:whendidyougetsofeisty?Weren'tyoushy

justtheotherday

Her:ngcelaungyeketuSambulo.Leavemealone

andgotoyourmistress.Busyaskingmenotto

leaveyoukantiuyazithatyouaresnacking

elsewhere.

Me:oklovewami,comehere

AtfirstshetriestorefusebutIpullhertothecouch

andmakehersitonmylap

Me:iwouldnever,notinamillionyearsevercheat

onyou

Her:thenwhat'sgoingon

Me:SabeloandThandilostthebaby.I'vebeen

helpinghimgetthrougheverything.Theyareboth

notinagoodspace,theysaidsomemeanand

hurtfulthingstoeachother.itsbeenacrazymess



Shegaspsandcovershermouth.Simicanbeatad

bitdramatic

Her:howisThandidoing?Yhoshemustbegoing

crazy

Me:Idon'tknowbaby.Ihaven'tseennorspokento

hersinceithappened.Sheshutmeoutbecauseof

whatSabelosaidtoherbutMayacalledher

stepmotherandshehasbeenstayingwithher

Her:letmecallher

Me:laterbaby.I'msorryI'vebeenMIA.

Shelooksatwithoneeyebrowraisedandthe

seriousfaceisbackon.Herlookkindahasme

squirmingonmyseatrightnow

Her:hadyoutoldmeyouneededspace,iwould

haveunderstoodbutinsteadyoushutmeoutand



youletmeassumetheworst

Me:I'msorrybutIdidn'twanttoworryyou

Her:IwasworriedAnyway.Youhaveto

communicatewithmeSambulo.Ican'tworkonmy

ownassumptionswhenyoucanjusteasilytellme

what'sgoingon

Isighbutshecontinuesstaringatme,waitingfora

response

Me:I'llworkonit.I'mjustnotusedtoreportingmy

movestoanyone

Her:itsnotreporting.Itscommunication.Two

differentthingsandifyoucan'tspotthedifference

thenwewillhaveproblemsgoingforward
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<Slindile>

I'mdating.NkosiyamiwhenlastdidIgoonadate



withaman?ItsbeenyearsbuthereIamlosingmy

mindoverwhattowearandwhattodotomyface.I

likeamanthattakescontrol,amanthatleads,you

knowamanthathasthatthingmahnand

Oyintandoisthatkindofman.Ikeptgivinghim

excusesandhekeptfightingthemwithsolutions.A

problemsolver,averydeliciouslookingproblem

solver

Mama:areyoumovingout?

Me:hawumamawhywouldyouthinkI'mmoving

out?

Her:theclothesallovertheplace.PhelaIknowhow

youare.Evenapaperonthesideoftheroadgets

youcringingallovertheplace

Wesharealaugh.Mymotheralwayspokesathow

weirdandOCDIamandwealwayslaughaboutit.I

can'thandleanythinguntidyspaceandthoseofyou

whothinklitteringamountstojobcreation,stopit.

Itsdisgusting



Me:Ihaveadate

Her:unamanga

Me:hawumamawhyisitsohardforyoutobelieve

thatIhaveadate?

Her:letsleavethat.Whoishe?

Me:hayikemamaisaidIhaveadate,Ididn'tsay

theguyiscomingtopaylobola.I'lltellyouabout

himwhenIdecideifheisheretostayoruyadlula

nomoya

SheleavesmewhileIcontinuestressingoverthis

outfitsituation.it'sthefirstweekofsummersoI

needabloomingoutfit.Somethingthatwillmake

mecomealive.Isettleforanudecocktailumbrella

dressthatcomesjustabouttheknees.Ithasfloral

detailfromthewaistdownandit'sopenattheback.

ThisoneexperiencehasmademerealizethatI

needtogoshoppingasinyesterday.I'mdatingnow

soIneeddatefriendlydresses.Myphoneringsjust



asI'mfixingmyweave.ThereasonI'malways

brokeisbecauseIspendmymoneyonweaves,

shoesandSavannah.ItsaroughlifethatIlive

Me:hello

Oyintando:mntuwami

Igiggle.heislikechocolatethisone;brown,yummy

andsweet.Byyummy,imeanyummytotheeye

becauseIstillhaven'ttastedallthatsexiness

Me:unjanimychocolate?

Helaughs.I'mstillsmilingasifhecanseeme.its

justtheeffecthehasonme.Itsbeentwoandahalf

weekssinceIagreedtobehisgirlfriendandits

beenagood17days

Him:ndizaw'barightonlyafterI'veseenyou.you



ready?

Me:I'malmostready.Ifyouleavenow,I'llbeready

bythetimeyougethere

Him:OKkelalawam,I'llbetheresoon.

Ndyakthandaevha

Me:Ihearyoulala.Loudandclear

Him:shapkemntuwam

HehangsupandIfindmyselfstillsmiling3minutes

later.Idon'twanttofallforhimtohardandtoofast

butIdon'tthinkIcancontrolit.I'membracingthe

happiness.Bythetimehearrives,I'mready.Face

beatonpoint,haironpoint,dressonpointishand

shoesonpoint.Igrabmyhandbagandwalktomy

mother'sroom.Iopenthedoorafterafewknocks

Me:I'mleavingmama

Mama:oknana,enjoy.Iwon'twaitup.Ukhiye

emnyangoandthegate



Me:okma,ngyabuyathough

Iblowherakissandheadout.IfindOyintando

standingagainsthiscarandluckilyheparked

closertothestreetlightsoigettotakeagoodlook

athisoutfit.beigechinos,whiteChinesecollarshirt

andwhitesneakers.Helookslikeadream.The

smileonhisfaceashewrapshisarmsaroundme

iscontagiousbecauseIfindmyselfsmilingaswell

asitakeinhisscent

Oyintando:wow.Youlookamazinglovewami

Me:ngyabongababy.Youlooksmashingtoo.New

car?

Him:nah,justoneofmyfavorites

Heopensthedoorforme.Inoticethisisajaguar.

Itschampagneincolourwithskyblueleatherseats.

Hegetsinthedriver'sseatandwedriveoff



Me:lalahowmanycarsdoyouhave?

Him:5.2AMGs,thisone,anX6andawildtrak.Why?

Me:givemeone

Him:okwhichonedoyouwant?

HaiboImeantthatasajoke,whydidhehaveto

agreesoeasily?Iwasexpectingaprotestofsome

sort.Whichmanwilljustagreetogiveyouoneof

hiscarsjustlikethat?I'mfromeMlazi,suchmen

havenotbeenbornyetinourarea

Me:haiboNtandoI'mjoking

Him:butlalayoudoNeedacar

Me:andI'llbuyonewhenIcanaffordone

Him:hmmOK

Therestoftherideisafunone,welistentomusic

andtalk.Wearealwaystalking,weneverrunoutof



thingstosayandIalwaysdiscoversomethingnew

abouthimduringourconversations.Oysterboxis

whereI'mbeingtakenfordinner.I'vebeenherea

coupleoftimesanditsoneofmyfavorites.We

orderourdrinkswhilestillbrowsingthroughthe

menu

Him:canyoucook?

Me:canyoubuildahouse?

Hestartslaughing.Thatquestionjustannoysme

becausenextthingtheguywillexpectmetoquit

myjobandlivetherestofmylifepregnantand

barefootinthekitchen.Couldneverbeme

Him:Ididn'tmeanitlikethat.IlovefoodandIknow

I'mabeastinthekitchen

Me:youare?Iwouldneverhaveguessedthat.I

can'tcooktosavemylifeanditsnotthatIhaven't

triedbecausetrustmeIhavebutitsalwaysa



disaster.Simlindileisthechefinourfamily.She

getsitfrommama

Him:Ienjoyit.Itstherapeutic

Ourfoodarrivesandwedigin.Itsamazingand

Oyintandokeepsclaimingthathecooksbetterthan

thechefinthisplace.ourdateturnsouttobe

amazing,I'mamazedbythisguy.EverylayerIpeel

offbringsoutsomethingamazing.ifIbelievedin

perfectpeople,I'dthinkheistrulyperfect.After

dinnerwedrivetohishouse.Idon'tknowforwhat

becauseitsalreadyafter10pmandmyshiftstarts

at6amtomorrow

Me:Ntando

Him:I'lldriveyouhomeinthemorning.Ijustwant

tospendthenightwithyouinmyarmsplusyoustill

haveunderwearhere

Hesaysthelastpartwithabitofasmirkonhis



face.ohwell,imightaswell.I'vebeencravingthis

mansinceIsawhimwithoutclotheson.

Him:shower?

Me:bathformeplease

Him:glassofSavannah?

Me:uyazinjenawelala

Helaughsandismileasimakemywayupstairsto

themainbedroom.HewalksinjustasIwrapa

towelaroundmybody,waterisalreadyrunningin

thebathtub.HeiscarryingmyglassofSavannah

andadumpyofWindhoekdraught

Him:alreadygettingstartedwithoutme?

Me:youwantashowernjewena

Him:Iwantabathnowbecauseyouaretakinga

bath



Me:butIwanttowatchyoushoweringwhileI'm

layinginthebathtubwithmyalcohol

Hechucklesthenshakeshishead.Ilovehowhe

entertainsmyideasandfantasieswithoutprotest.I

takemyalcoholandheadtothebathroomtoturn

offthewaterthengetinmybubbles.Afewminutes

later,hewalksinnakedwiththetowelonhis

shoulders.Ican'thelpbutstare,I'dbeblindnotto.

Hisbodyisjustperfectlysculpted,fromheadtotoe.

Him:stopstaring,yougoingtospillSavannahin

yourbathwater

Me:mxmuyaphapha

Hegetsintheshowerbooth,turnsthewateron

whileigetcomfortableandwatchhim.I'mtorturing

myselfbutitsworthit,whenyouhaveamanthat

looksthisgood,itsaninjusticenottostare.



Him:babyuyahlambaaphooryouarejuststaring

atme

Me:both

Him:Idon'thearwatermovingthough

Iignorehim,placetheemptyglassonthefloorand

scrubmybody,leavingmyfacethenwhenI'mdone,

Igetout.Healsogetsoutbutmyeyesdon'tfollow

him.Igetmyfacialwipesfrommybaganddeal

withmyfacebeforewashingitwithjustcoldwater.

WhenI'mdonecleaningthetub,Imakemyway

backtothebedroomwhereheisputtinglotionon

hisbody

Him:ngikthambise?

Me:andthatmeans?

HeliftstheNiveamencontainerintheair



Him:shouldI?

Inodandhewalkstowardsmewiththebiggest

smileever

Me:don'tgetideasHadebe

Him:noideasmntuwami.Ndizakthambisaqha

Hepartsmylegsandstartsmoisturisingtheleftleg

fromthetoesallthewaytomyinnerthigh.Igasp

softlyashisthumbgrazesmyopen

Him:uxolo

Hesaysthissoftly,mindyouheisstillnakedas

well.Hemovesontotherightlegthenturnsme

aroundtoapplylotiononmybutt.hetakeshis

sweettimerubbingmybuttcheeksandgivingthem

asqueeze



Him:Iloveyourass

Me:movealongMister

Hechuckles,spanksmybuttthengetsonhisfeet

andthat'swhenIrealizethatuHadebeisstanding

atattentionandheishuge,hardandveiny.I

swallowhardasOyintandocontinueswithputting

lotiononmyupperbody.IthinkI'mgoingtoenjoy

thissleepover.
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<Simlindile>

Schoolsareclosedforaweeksinceit'sthe

SeptemberbreakandSambuloistakingLwandiso

andIonaminiholidaytoStLucia.Ithinkheneeds

itmorethanwedobutI'mhappywearegoingon

thistrip.

Hewalksinasifinishpacking,staresatmyopen

suitcaseonthebedthenmoveshiseyesbetween



myclothes,myshoesandme

Me:andnow?

Sambulo:Ididmentionthatweareonlygoingaway

for5daysright?

Me:youdidandtheseareclothesfor5days

Hecockshiseyebrowatmebeforethrowing

himselfonthebed.Ontopofmyclothes

Me:sukaSambulohawu

Him:I'mtiredbabe.Massageplease

Me:I'mpackingnjeandgetoffmyclothes

Him:don'tbeheartlessMaMvelase.Yourman

needsyou

Hestartssulkingandpullingallsortsofcutefaces

butistaystrongandnotfallforanyofthem.Ifi



entertainhim,iknowiwon'tgetanythingpacked

andwewon'tgoanywhere.Ican'tevencontinue

packingbecauseheislayingonmyclothes

Me:youaresuchabigbaby

Him:I'myourbabybutyoujustsuckattakingcare

ofme

Me:wowI'moffended

Him:Velebeoffended,iqinisoliyababasisi

Igruntandhuffasitrytopushhimoffthebedbut

itsasifheisgluedtothedamnthing.Heistrying

veryhardnottolaughatmyuselessattempts

Him:ifIfalloffthisbed,I'mcallingmymomandthe

police

Me:I'mnotscaredofanyofthosepeople

Him:unamanga,youalmostwetyourpantswhen

mymomwalkedinusmakingoutinherkitchen



Hechucklesbeforesittingup.I'mtryingveryhard

nottorememberthatday.Itwasallhisfaultnjalo

becauseIwasmakingasandwichforLwandiso

whenhewalkedinandpressedhimselfagainstme

frombehind.HeknowshowweekIgetwhenhe

startsgettingsexualwithme.Westartedkissing,he

placedmeonthecounterandgotbetweenmylegs

directinghishardondirectlyatmycoveredmould.

WeweresolostinthemomentthatwhenIheard

hismother'svoice,Ialmostfellrightoffthecounter.

Ihaven'tbeenabletolookherintheeyeeversince

thatincident

Me:mxmangithiuwena

Him:ididn'tdoanythingapartfromlovingmybaby.

Woza

Me:no.Suka

Him:comeonnana,woza



Whenheisbeingallplayful,it'sthecutestthingbut

idon'tneedhimtobecuterightnow,Ineedhimto

move.HegetsupafterIshakemyhead,without

takinghiseyesoffme,hepullsmetowardshimand

Icrashonhischest.Hekissesmyforehead.Heis

anobsessedforeheadkisser

Him:youdon'twantme

Me:Iwanttopack

Him:butnanaineedamassagerighthere

Hetakesmyhandandpressesithardonhis

erectioncausingmetoswallowhard.IthinkI'mlow

keyslowingbecomingasexaddictbecauseIfeel

myselfgettingmoistinstantly

Him:kancanenjebaby

Me:I'mbusySambulo



Myspeechisalmostslurred,hissoftlipsareonmy

neckandmyhandisstillonhishardon.Imassage

himslowlyoverhissweatpantsandinstantlyhear

himmoanagainstmyskin.Hisgroangetslouder

whenmyhandslidesintohispantsandIfeelthe

warmthofhislength

Him:Iswearyouownme

Hislipsmovetomineandhekissesmeroughly

whilerubbingmymouldovermypanties.The

foreplaythatfollowsisalmostasgoodasthesex

wehaveafterwards

Me:pleasegotoyourbrother'splaceorsomething

becauseIneedtofinishthis

Helaughs.wearelayingnakednexttoeachother

onthefloor.I'mstillcatchingmybreathbuthis

fingersarealreadydancinginsideme.Hepushes



themdeeperinthemomentItrytogetup.But

Sambuloissuchaproblem,aproblemIlovedearly

butstillaproblem.Itsonlywhenhisphonerings

thathegetsdistractedandijumpup.Ineeda

showerbecauseIsmellofacombinationofsexand

hisscent.Iloveitthough.Imanagetoescapehim

andgetintheshowerwhileheisonhisphone.A

fewminutespassandthedooropens

Me:leavemealoneplease

Heisfullydressed,carkeysandphoneinhishand.

Hechucklesthenshakeshishead.I'mstillnotused

toHimbeingmineandonlymine.Sometimeshe

doesthingsthatmakehimseemsoperfect.Heis

everythingIhaveeverneededfromloveand

everythingI'veeverwantedinaman

Him:wearenotdonebutIhavetobesomewhere

rightnow.I'llcomebacknoLwandiso



Me:haveyoupacked?

Him:Idon'tneedtopack,Icanwearthesameoutfit

theentire5days

Me:excuseme?What?

Youwouldthinkheisjokingyazbutiknowthis

manofmineverywell.Heisverycapableof

wearingsweatpantsandaT-shirtfor5days

straightwithoutfeelinganyshame

Him:youcanpackformewenababyifyouseea

needto

Me:mxmiknewitwouldendupthere.Okshap

closethedoorIneedtoshower

Him:Iloveyounana.I'llseeyouinafewhours

Iwavethenheclosesthedoor.Ihavethisfearof

soundingclingyorneedyallthetimesoIdon'task

himwherehegoes.Therearetimeswhenhetells



meandifhedoesn't,namiIdon'task.Idon'twant

togivehimareasontochangehismindaboutme

Aftermyshower,iwrapupmypackingthenget

startedonhis.I'mnotgoingtobefussy,thisisthe

samemanthatseesnoneedtopackanyway.I

throwt-shirts,shortsandsweatpantsinhissports

bagthenirememberthathewillneedunderwear

toosoIsearchhisdrawerforsocksaswell.There

isabrownA4envelopeunderhissocksandithas

mynameonit.TemptationcreepsthroughmeandI

pullitbutIdon'topenit.WhywouldSambulohave

ahiddenenvelopewithmynameonit?Itdoesn't

makesense.IdecidetoputitbackwhereIfoundit.

I'lljustaskhimaboutitlater.Myphonerings

indicatingacallfrommymother

Me:mama

Mom:Simlindile,unjani?

Me:I'mgoodmaandyou?

Her:I'mfine.Whereisyoursister?



Me:Idon'tknow.Ithoughtsheisthereathome

WellSlihasbeenoutandaboutsinceshestarted

datingOyintando.Theyarealwaysgoingout,either

tofestivalsoronweekendsawayandIdon'tthink

sheremembersthatshestillhasaphonewhenshe

iswiththatman

Her:tellhertocallme.I'mworried

Me:OKmama

Her:andcomeoverforlunchtomorrow.Bring

Sambulo

Me:wearegoingawaytomorrowmama

Her:starthereforlunchthengoaway.Imissyou.

youandyoursisterhaveleftmehereallonmyown

Washa!Theemotionalblackmailhasbeen

unleashed



Me:I'lltalktohim

Her:good.areyouhappykodwaSimlindile?Iworry

aboutyouthemost.Yougrewuptoofast

Isigh.I'mhappy.ItsjustthatthemoreIstayinthis

relationship,themoreIrealizethatidon'tknowhow

totalktohim.I'msoobsessedwithwantingtokeep

himthatIfeelasifIcan'tbehonestwithhim

Me:I'mhappymama

Her:that'sallIneed.I'llseeyoutomorrowthen

Wehangupandmymindimmediatelygoesbackto

thatenvelope.Iwonderwhat'sinit.Ipushthe

thoughttothebackofmymindandstartcooking

supper.SinceLwandisoiscomingover,Ihaveto

makeafullmeal.LwandisoandIgetalongwelland

heissuchahappychild.Justtakehimtothe

casinoandgivehimicecreamthenyoubecomehis

favoriteperson.HewalksinwithSambulojustasI



finishcooking

Lwandiso:mommy

Hesmileswhileslowlywalkingtowardsmethen

givesmeahug.Sambulowatchesuswithasmile

onhisface.

Me:imissedyou

Lwandiso:metoo.ubabadoesn'twantmetovisit

duringtheweek

Sambulo:whichbaba?

Lwandiso:theotherone.Hesaysvisitingisfor

weekends

IliftmyeyestolookatSambulowhoisn'teven

lookingatmebutfocusingonhisson.LastI

checkedLwandisolivedwithSambulo'sparents.I

didn'tknowthatSabelotookhimagain.Sabelo



betternotbeusingthischildtohidehispainof

losingthechildhewasgoingtohavewithThandi

Me:okboy,goputyourbaginyourroom

Lwandiso:okmommy

Everytimehecallsmemommy,myheartdoes

cartwheels.Itgetsmecuriousonwhatkindof

motherwillIbeoneday,willIhaveadaughterora

sonandwhatwillInamethem?Curiositygetsthe

betterofme.IfeelSambulo'seyesonmeandIlook

up

Sambulo:hetookhimback

Me:ishecoping?

Heshrugshisshoulders



Him:hesaysheisandLwandisodoesn'tsound

traumatizedsoIguessheis

Isigh.IneedtocheckonThandisoon.IthinkI've

givenherenoughspacenow.Whatsheisgoing

throughcan'tbeeasy,takeitfromsomeonethat

hasbeenwheresheisrightnow.
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<Sambulo>

IhatelooseendswhichiswhyIliketodothings

myselfsoIknowwhotoblamewhenshithitsthe

fan.Itslessadminandlessblankfaceswhen

questionsareasked.ThecallIreceivedwasfrom

Oyandisaandthereareproblemswithwhatwedid

toNgcobo.TheguythatOyandisapraisedtobe

trustedsuddenlyseemstobeanamateur.Idon't

knowwhetherheisbrokenoworwhatbutheis

talkingandheistalkingtothewrongpeople.Imet

upwithmybrotherandmycousinatSabelo's

houseandthat'swhenitcameoutthatNgcobo's



brotherismakingfrequentvisitstothepolice

stationandaskingtoomanyquestions.Idon'tneed

this,notwhenthingsaregoingsowellbetween

SimlindileandI.Ican'thaveherfindingoutthatI

hadsomethingtodowithsomeone'sdeath.She

lovesmebutIknowshewon'tforgiveme

Me:youcooked?

Simi:Iknewyouwouldn'tbringfoodandachild

needsfood

Me:whatchild?Lwandisoisagrownman.10years

oldisgrown

Her:youareannoyingme

Me:Iloveyou

Sherollshereyes.Idon'tthinksherealizesjust

howmuchImeanthosewordseverytimethey

comeoutofmymouth.Sheistheoneforme,I'm

happywithherandIgettobemyselffullywithout

gettingjudged.Honestlysheismybestfriend,well



afterSabeloofcourse

Her:Ipackedforyou

Me:ngyabonganana.Youdidn'thavetobutI'm

gladyoudid

Wewalktothecouch,themomentisitdown,Ipull

hertosnuggleclosethenIkissherforehead

Her:thereisanenvelopeinyoursockdrawer

Me:didyouopenit?

Her:wellithadmynameonit

Me:soyouopenedit?

That'stheenvelopeIgotfromPeterafterIasked

himtodiguponSimlindileandNgcobo.Obviously

thereisn'tanythingaboutNgcobo'sdeathinthere

becauseIgottheenvelopewhilehewasstillalive



Her:Ididn'topenit.Irespectyourprivacy

Me:oh

Sheshiftsuncomfortably

Her:what'sinit?

Me:yilandeandopenit.Idon'tkeepsecretsfrom

youSimlindileandIdon'thideanythingfromyou.

ObviouslytherearesomethingsIhaven'ttoldyou

yetbutifyouaskmeaboutthem,Iwouldn'tlieto

you

Her:whatarethosethings?

Me:nanagofetchtheenvelopesowetackleone

thingatatime

Asshegetsup,Lwandisowalksinandsitsonthe

othercouch.I'muncomfortable,thisthingwith

Oyandisa'sguyisgivingmeaheadache.Wecan't



throwmoneyattheguy,itwillraisetoomany

questionsespeciallywithNgcobo'sbrotheralready

pokinghisnoseinthis

Lwandiso:baba

Me:yaboy

Him:whenarewegoing?

Me:tomorrow.Why?

Him:canwegotothecasinotoday?

Ilaugh.Weareraisingagamblingaddicthere,Ican

feelit.Thiskidlookslikehismothermorethanhe

lookslikeSabelowhichmeanshedoesn'tlooklike

meeither.IwonderifSneeverthinksabouthim

becauseshenevercallsandtheonlynumber

Sabelohadtoreachherdoesn'tworkanymore

Me:itslateboy.Maybeksasa

Him:okksasaitis



Me:isaidmaybe.gocheckonmommy.TellherI

missher

Hejumpsupandrunsoff.Ihaven'tthoughtabout

kidsofmyown,myrelationshipisstillfreshandI'm

enjoyingitjustthewayitis.Idowantkidsoneday

butjustnotrightnow.Lwandisoisenough

Simi:gotit.IwasstillrunningabathforLwandiso

andironinghispyjamas

Ishakemyheadandshesideeyesme

Me:youbabyhim.That'swhyheneverwantsto

leavewhenhecomestovisit

Her:Ilovehavinghimaround.Anywaylet'sgetto

this

Shesitsnexttomeandhandsmetheenvelopebut



Idon'ttakeit

Me:openit

Sheslowlyopenstheenvelopeandtakesoutthe

papersinside.afterscanningthroughthemfora

fewminutes,ihearhergruntacoupleoftimesthen

sheshovesthembackin

Her:yinileSambulo?

Me:research

Her:youresearchedme?Whywouldyoudothat?

Thisinformationisprivate,itspersonal.Youhave

norighttoit

Isigh,trytopullherclosertomebutshestandsup

andIstandtoo



Me:Iwantedtogettoknowyou

Her:andyoucouldn'tjustask?TheBetteroptionfor

youwastosnoop?I'mentitledtomyprivacy

Sambuloandyoushouldrespectthat.Whatifi

didn'twantyoutoknowallthisstuffaboutme?

Isigh.Sheisonthevergeofburstingintotearsand

Ifeellikecraprightnow.Iwonteventrytoexplain

toherwhyIdidit,shejustwon'tgetit.Sheis

alreadymad,Idon'twantherdoingsomething

crazylikewalkingoutonme.Iwoulddie

Me:I'msorry

Her:no.Don'tbesorry.Tellmewhy

Ihuff,rubmyeyesbeforeshovingmyhandsinmy

pockets

Me:I'msorrySimlindile



Sheshakesherhead

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantmetosay.Ilooked

youupbecauseIwantedtogettoknowyou.You

werethrowingitinmyfacethatyouaremarriedand

youhavenointerestinmesohowelsewasI

supposedtogettoknowyou?

Her:don'tbringmymarriageintothis

Me:I'mnot.I'mjustsayingthatyouhidbehindit

whenIreachedouttoyou

Her:andyoucouldn'tjustrespectthat.Youhadto

secretlygetmynumber,youalmostgotmekilled

andallofthatforwhat?soyoucangettoknowme?

Thosewordstookmebacktothedayshekicked

meoutofherhospitalroom,thefeelingofrejection

IfeltthatdaycomesrushingbackandIslowly

retreatbacktothecouch.Silencefillstheroom.I

honestlydon'tknowwhatmoretosayandbecause



I'mhurt,I'mcoilingbackemotionallylikea

centipede.Shehuffsasshedropsontheother

couch

Her:youhadnorighttodothatandIdon'taccept

yourapology

Me:OK

Idon'tlookup,I'mtryingveryhardtoshiftmy

emotions.Ihatefeelinganegativeemotion,its

taxingandleavesmedrainedfordayssoI'drather

blockitout

Her:I'mgoingbacktomyflat

Iraisemyeyesandstareatherforashortwhile

beforedroppingthemagain

Me:OK



Her:isthatallyouaregoingtosay?

Me:youareagrownwomanSimlindileandyouare

smarttoosoreallyIdon'tknowwhatyouwantme

tosay.Iapologizedandyousaidyoudon'taccept

myapologywhichisfine.Nowyousayyouwantto

leaveandyouhaveeveryrighttodothat,thisisnot

jail.I'musedtothis.I'musedtopeoplewalking

awayfromme,itsbeenhappeningtomeallmylife

sothisisn'tsomethingnew

ShefollowsmewithhereyesasIleavetheroom.

I'mhurt,Iwon'teventrytohidethat.Shepromised

meshewouldneverleaveme.Shesaidsheloves

meandthemomentshefindssomethingshe

doesn'tlikeshewantstoleave.IcheckonLwandiso

whoisstillsingingofftuneinthetubandpullingoff

somecrazyarmdances

Me:heyndoda

Lwandiso:baba



Me:whenyouaredonehereanddressedask

mommytodishupforyoubutifsheisgone,come

tomeandI'lldishupforyou

Him:whereismommygoing?

Me:Idon'tknow

Iwalkaway,slammybedroomdoorthenthrow

myselfonthebed.Thelightsareoutsoitsdarkbut

Imanagetofindmyearphones,plugthemintomy

phonethenlistenedtomusicwiththelightsoff.

Idon'tknowhowI'mfeeling,ithasn'thitmeyet.AllI

feelrightnowisemptinessandpain.That'sit.I

don'tknowwhenidosedoffbutwhenIwokeupit

was1am,themusicisstillblastinginmyears.You

knowthatfeelingyougetwhenyourealizethat

everythingisspinningoutofcontrol?That

dizzinessandnauseatingfeelingofhelplessness.

That'showI'mfeelingnow.

Imakemywaytothekitchen,passingbythelounge

andIspotmygirlfriendsleepingonthecouch.My

sonisalsoasleeponthesamecouch.



Isigh

Afterwarmingmyfood,Igobacktomyroom,turn

thelightsonandplacetheplateontheside

pedastal.Itaketheblanketfromthepassagelinen

cabinetandplaceitoverSimiandLwandisothen

headbacktotheroom.Ishouldbehappythatshe

ishereright?Ishouldbehappythatshedidn'tleave

butI'mnot.IfanythingI'mjustnumbtoallofthis.

Herwordsarestillechoinginmyhead.Thefact

thatleavingmeisthefirstthingthatcomestoher

mindwhenwefightismakingmefeelveryuneasy.

ThenextdayIwakeupLaterthanusual.Weare

supposedtoleaveforourweekawaytodaybut

thingsaretense.SimiwalksinjustasIgetoutof

bed.Oureyeslockforafewsecondsbeforeshe

dropsthemandwalkstowardsthecloset

Me:morning

Simi:hey

Me:whyareyoustillhere?



ICANSAVEMYSELF

*36*

<Sabelo>

Iwakeupwithabangingheadacheandasorebody.

Ireallyneedtoslowdownonthedrinkingandthe

partyingbecauseI'mnotasyoungasIusedtobe

andrecoverytimeseemstobelongernow.

Theshuffleandmovementnexttomealertsme

thatididnotcomehomealonelastnight.Wewere

outattheshisanyamawithLukeandKuhle.We've

losttwoofoursoldierstoloveandcommitment

andtheysettledforspendingtimewiththeir

girlfriendsinsteadofjoiningusforaboysnightout.

Fallensoldiers.Anywayweendedupblessingafew

studentsandImusthavegonehomewithoneof

them.

ItsaSaturdaytodaysoI'mnotrushinganywhere.

Theplanistorecoverfullybeforetakingonthe

weekend.

That'showmylifehasbeensincethewholebaby

saga.I'vebeendealingwitheverythingthebestway



Iknowhow,withlotsofalcoholandmeaningless

sex.Thandigotundermyskin,shemademelove

her,Ilostcontroloverherandshecontrolledme

withoutevenknowingit.ShemademeweakandI

needtofindmyselfandresurrecttheoldSabelo.I

haven'tseenherinoveramonthbutI'mstillgoing

totherapy.itfeelsmeaninglesswithoutherinmy

lifeanymorebutI'mstillgivingitashot

??:morningsexy

Shesmilesassherepositionsandlaysonherside

facingme.Sheiscutewithchubbycheeksandbig

eyes.Ireturnthesmilebeforegettingoutofbed.

Me:morningtoyoutoo

I'mtryingtorememberthisgirl'snamebutmybrain

isfailingme.AfterpeeingandwashingmyfaceI

headbacktothebedroom.I'minjustmybriefs,itis



myhouseafterall

Me:wewerequitewastedlastnighthey

Shesitsup,triestocoverherbarechestwiththe

duvetandthatswhenigetagoodlookather.this

girlcan'tbeover21,thatmuchIcantell.yeses

whatdidido.Isitdownnexttoherwithmyback

againsttheheadboard

Her:butitwasfun.Idon'tthinkwehadachanceto

introduceourselves.I'mSisanda

Me:Sabelo

Shegiggles

Her:nicetomeetyouSabelo

Me:likewise.youhungry?I'mmakingbreakfast



Her:yeah.Ineedtofreshenupthough

IpointhertowherethebathroomisbeforeIwalk

out.Idon'tplanonputtingpantsonjustyet,I'mnot

donewiththisyoungone.Imakesteakandchips

thenplateitwithbreadrollsandserveitwithcoke.

SisandawalksintothekitchenjustasI'mdishing

up.SheisinmyLakersvestandnothingelse.The

thingaboutthischildisthatsheissexyasfuck.Her

caramelskinisflawless,herbuttisanyman's

biggesttemptationandthosethighs.Thixo!

Her:Ihopeyoudon'tmind.ThedressIwaswearing

lastnightisabituncomfortablerightnow

Me:nahIdon't.Looksbetteronyouanyway.Food

isready

Shewalkstowardsme,hopsonthecounterand

takestheplate.Isitinfrontofheronthebarchair

withmyplateonherlap,forcinghertoputherplate



onthecounter.Ididsaysheiswearingmyvestand

nothingelseright?

Me:sohowoldareyou?

Her:Iturned19amonthago

Ichokeonmyfrenchfry.I'm10yearsolderthanher.

Anentire10years.Sheisn'tyoungenoughtobemy

daughterbutsheisstillachild.Ateenager

Me:eatupsoyoucangethome.Yourfriendsor

familymustbeworried

Herfacialexpressionchanges.Shelooksa

combinationofsadanddisappointed.Idon'tknow

whybecausethereisnootherwaythiscouldhave

workedout.Shewasaonenightstand,amistake

onmypartbecauseI'mnotinthekindergarten

business



Her:youwantmetoleave?

Me:wereyouplanningonmovingin?

Shechuckles.I'mnotlaughingandwhenshesees

hownotamusediam,shestopslaughing

Her:Iwashopingwecouldstillhavefun

Sheremovesmyplatefromherlap,jumpsoffthe

counterandstraddlesmewithherarmsaroundmy

neck.Thischildwillgetherselffuckedifshedoesn't

easeuponthiscrap

Her:andbesides,mypantiesaren'tdryyet.Ican't

leavewithnopantieson

Mydickbetraysmeasifeelittwitchinginmybriefs.



WhydidithinknotwearingpantswhileIhavea

sexyteenagechildinmyhouseisagoodidea

Me:Sisanda

Her:youknowyouwantmesowhyfightsomething

youwant?

Me:you'llgethurt

Her:I'lltakemychances

Herfaceisinchesawayfrommine,mydickisso

harditactuallyhurts.Thisonewillgetwhatshe

wants.Igetupwithherstillonmylap,shetriesto

kissmebutiquicklypullbackandturnheraround.

Thesightofherbuttcheekspeakingfrommyvest

isgodly.Whydoesshehavetobesoyoung?My

handgoesaroundherlowerbodyuntilireachthe

moistenedspacebetweenherlegs.Sheiswet.This

childhasbeenhornysinceshewalkedinhere.Her

moansfillthespaceasIrubherfolds.Condoms!

Fuckandtheyaresofar



Me:I'llbeback

Isprinttomyroom,checkthedrawerandthereis

nothing.Icheckmywalletandagainthereis

nothing.Whatthehell?Thiscan'tbehappening.

Me:fuck

Ilowermyheadandlookatthetentinmybriefs

Me:aisorrybuddy.Doesn'tlooklikeitsgoingto

happen

Thisistheworstthingthatcouldeverhappentoa

guyespeciallywhenyouhaveagirllikeSisanda

justpresentingherselfonasilverplatter.Iwalkout

thebedroomandbacktothekitchenwithaheavy

heartandapainfuldick



Me:baby

Sheturnstofaceme.Sheisnaked.Asinnoclothes

onherbodyandIdon'thavecondoms

Me:jesusfreaknchrist

Shesmilesassheapproachesmewiththesexiest

walkever

Her:youweretakingtoolong

Iswallowspit.

Me:askiesbutI'moutofcondoms

Her:youcanalwayspullout



Me:Idon'tthinkI'llbeableto.I'llprobablycumtwo

strokesinit.I'lldrivetothegarage,getcondoms

andwecancontinue

IputonshortsandaT-shirtandsprintoutofthere.

Onanormatriptothegaragetakesme12minsbut

todayithastakenme7mins.Asiwalkout,

condomsinonehandandabottleofwaterinthe

other,ifreezeonthespotwhenIseeafamiliarface.

AfaceIhaven'tseeninamonth.Shelooksbetter

thanIthoughtshe'dbe.Iwaitforheruntilsheisout

hercarandapproachingme,wellapproachingthe

entrance

Me:Thandi

Thandi:ya

Shestopsforafewseconds,takesalookatthe

condomsI'mcarryingthenshakesherhead.I'mstill

gluedonher,lasttimeIspoketoher,meanwords



wereexchangedbutlookingatherrightnowthe

onlythingonmymindishowI'mstillinlovewith

her

Her:sameoldSabelo.Somethingsneverchange

Me:unjani?

Her:mxmasifyoucare

ShetrieswalkingpastmebutIgrabholdofherarm

andpullhertowardsme

Her:leavemealone

Me:I'msorryforwhatIsaid

Her:fuckyou

Isighthenletgoofherarm.Ineverthoughtabout

howthismomentwouldbe.DespiteallthegirlsI've

hadsexwithinthepastmonth,myheartstillyearns



forher.Ittookmeforevertocometotermswithmy

loveforhersoitmightjusttakemetwoforeversto

getoverher

Me:canwejusttalkforasecond

Her:wehavenothingtotalkabout

Me:I'msorry

Her:Idon'tcare.Gouseyourcondomsandleave

mealone

Me:canIcomeseeyoulater?

Thesoundofhertongueclickingasshewalks

awayechoesinmyearsuntilsheisoutofsight.

thisiswhymywallsstayedupforsolong,thisis

whyineverwantedtoloveorbeloved.Ican'tstand

thewayIfeelrightnow.WhenIgettomyhouse,

Sisandaisgone.I'mgladactuallybecauseIwould

havehurther.Shedidleavehernumber,notthatI'm

goingtouseit.Sheistoosweetandtooinnocent

formyliking.Definitelynotmycupoftea



Ineedashowerandabeer.Ihardlydrinkbeerbut

today,rightnowI'mcravingforit.Itakeashower,

weardenimshortsandanavyv-neckT-shirtthen

callmybabybrother

Shaka:bhuti

Me:ntwanawhereareyou?

Him:I'mathomewithEndi

Me:comethrough

Icanhearthejoyinhisvoicebeforehedropsthe

phone.Ihardlyhavetimetohangoutwiththemand

becauseI'mnotinthemoodofgettinglectured,I'll

sticktodrinkingwithkids.Beforetheyarrive,Itry

reachingouttoThandibutshedoesn'tanswermy

callssoIcallBuhle.BuhleisThandi'soldersister.

TheyarenotthatclosebutIknowshehasbeenin

townsincethemiscarriage.

Buhle:shedoesn'twanttotalktoyou



Me:OKjusttellherthatIstillloveherandthatI'm

sorry.IneedherBuhle.Ireallydo.
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<Slindile>

I'vecometotheconclusionthatthebestwayto

enjoythisproperlyistojustkeepmyeyesclosed

becauseifiopenthem,Imightjustrapethisman.

Whenhishandcomesincontactwithmyboob,ilet

outasoftmoan.Thefeelingisforeigntothisbody

ofmine,Ihaven'tbeentouchedlikethisbyamanin

ages.Ididn'tknowhowmuchI'vemissedthis

feelinguntilnow.Hetweaksmynipplebetweenhis

thumbandhisfingerandiswearitfeelslikeI'm

goingtostartcrying.Mybodydoesn'tbelongtome

rightnow,itshistocontrolandisitsuchabad

thingthatIwanttogivemyselftohim?Whenheis

doneputtinglotiononmybody,ifeelhimcloser

thanhewasbefore.Hiserectionispressingonmy

stomach,itsawarmsensationthathasmyladybits

tingling



Oyintando:ndcelaundijongelala

Igentlyshakemyhead.Ican'tlookathimrightnow.

NotwhenI'mfeelinglikethis.NotwhenIfeellikehe

hassomuchpoweroverme.I'veknownthisguyfor

amonthandsomechangebutitfeelslikeitsbeena

lifetime.I'maddictedtohimanditsnotright.itstoo

soon

Him:ndyakcela

HepecksmylipsbutIpullhiminforadeeperkiss.I

don'twanttotalk,IwantthisandI'mnotgoingto

wastetime.Hishandsmovefrommywaisttomy

buttandhesqueezesmycheekstightlybefore

liftingmeuptowrapmylegsaroundhiswaist.Ican

feelhimpokingatmeandthat'swhenthefearand

panichitsmeandIpullback



Him:what'swrong?

Hehasafrownandconfusiononhisface

Me:nothing

Itrytowigglefromhisholdbutheholdsmetighter

thenplacesmeonthebed.Heclimbsontopofme

thenjuststaresatmewithahalfsmile

Him:awusemdalatobeavirginlala

Hissmilebroadens.Heisanidiot

Me:I'mnotavirgin

Him:thenwhat'sup?Younotready?Wedon'thave

todothisifyouarenotready.I'vegottonsoflotion

andtoiletpaper,Icanalwaysjustgorelievemyself



Ohgosh.Thismanissostupid.Ipushhimoffme

buthepullsmealongandIlandonhischest

Him:talktome

Isigh,placeakissonhischestthenhuff

Him:huffingandpuffingwon'tpushmeaway.just

soyouknow

Hecan'tbeserioustosavehislife

Me:IthinkI'minlovewithyoubutI'msoscared

Him:whyareyouscared?

Me:Idon'twanttogethurt.Ihaven'tdatedinyears

andwenangathiuzongfebelanje.lookinglikethis,

withadickthatbigandahugebankaccount.



uzofebastraight

Helaughsthenshakeshishead.Angmazuhlekani

becausethisisthetypethatscrewsusover.

Handsomewithahealthybankbalance.amamost

wanted

Him:I'moffended

Me:unamangauyachazeka

Helaughsevenmore

Him:youaresocrazy.YesI'mcharmedthatmy

wifethinksI'mhandsomebuteyokufebais

offensive.Ionlyhaveeyesforyouwenalalawami.

I'vewaitedforalongtimeforafeelinglikethisand

awomanlikeyou.I'dbestupidtomessitup

Me:hmm



Beingontopofhimgetsuncomfortablesoislide

downtolayonmysideandheturnstofaceme

Him:Iloveyou

Me:shoskhokho

Him:mxm

Heturnsaroundandnowhisbackisfacingme.I

laugh.Hesucksattryingtosulkshame.Iwrapmy

armaroundhimbutlowermyhandtouHadebethat

stillhasn'tgonedown.Hisbodytensesupasi

strokehiserection,gettingmyselfhornyinthe

process

Him:babyhaaaah

Me:awufuni?

Hechuckles



Him:uyafunawena

Me:onlyifwenauyafuna

Him:whatifandfuni?

Me:thenwesleepkemylove

Heturnsaround,kissesmehungrilyandikisshim

back.Myhandisstillstrokinghiserection,heis

moaningandgroaningwhilekissingme.Thefeari

feltnotsolongagoisgone,nowI'mjusthorny.He

gentlyclimbsontopofme,hisdickdoesthedamn

thingonmyclitandIfeellikescreamingandcrying

atthesametime.bloodyemotionsarealloverthe

place.Sothisiswhatitfeelsliketohaveahot

bloodedmanwantingyou,lovingyouandprepared

toblessyouwithdick?I'vebeenmissingoutmos

Heslowlyentersme,itsPainfulandamazingatthe

sametime.Hisgroansgetlouderthanmymoans

asidigmynailsdeeponhisback



Him:fuuuck

Atleasthecanstillputwordstogether.Ican't,I'm

beingtakenoutofthisworldashemovesgentlyon

topofmeuntilI'veadjustedwelltohissize.My

wholebodyhasbeenawokentothepleasuresof

theforbiddenfruit.Hishandsmoveallovermy

sensitivebody,squeezingandgrabbingbeforehe

takesbothmyhandsandpinsthemabovemyhead.

IliterallyhavenocontrolnowbutI'mmoreturned

onthanI'veeverbeen.

Him:youaresosexy

I'mmorefocusedontheorgasmbrewinginsideme

tobeconcernedaboutanysmoothtalk.Ifeelmy

wallstightingaroundhimandhemovesfaster.

Me:Ntaaaando

Him:I'vegotyoubaby.Cumforme



IreleasewhatfeelslikesomethingI'vebeenholding

infortoolong.Mywholebodyfeelslikethereare

littlefairieswalkingalloverit.Weshareakiss

beforeheturnsmearoundandentersmefrom

behind

Him:yesesthixo!

Hecomeswithinminutesofbeinginthatposition

Him:yho

HecollapsesontopofmeandIlaugh

Him:fuckizandibulalalaPosition

Icontinuelaughingashenibblesonmyear



Me:thatpositionisnotforkids

Him:keepthrowingthatassbacklikethatand

uzomitha

Hemoveshislipsfrommyeartoneck,suckingon

itthenstartsmovingagain

Me:youdon'tlearnIsee

Him:wannabemyteacher?

Wehaveacouplemoreroundsbeforefallingasleep

ineachother'sarm.Hedoesn'tletgoofmethe

wholenightbutidon'tmindbecauseIfeelsafe.The

nextdaywearebothwokenupbyhisringingphone

Me:switchitoff

Him:Iwill.Letmejustfinditfirst.



Itstopsringing,onlytostartagain.Igruntwhenhe

answersit

Him:StholokuhleHadebeufunantoni?

ThereisnowayIwillbeabletosleepanymoresoi

getoutofbedtogopeeandwashmyface.Ialso

rinsemymouth.WhenIgetbacktotheroom,heis

donewithhisphonecall.Hesmileswhenhesees

mewalkingtowardshim

Me:morning

Him:goodmorningmntuwami

I'mstillblushingwhenIreachthebed.Itsahotday

andtheraysofthesunarealreadypenetrating

throughthecurtains



Him:I'mgoingtomyparentshouseforSunday

lunch.Wannacome?

Ishakemyhead.Idon'twanttomeethisparentsas

hisgirlfriendyet.Itstoosoonandhismotherisvery

overprotectiveofOyintandoandKuhle.Ihadgreat

sexlastnight,I'mstillinthehighspiritsofthat,I

don'tneedanythingruiningmyday

Him:Iwon'tfeelcomfortableleavingyouherealone.

Me:leavingmekuphi?I'mgoinghome.Ihavework

tomorrowandI'vealreadymissedmyshifttoday

Him:I'lltakeyouhomelater.I'lljusthavetoskip

SundaylunchbecauseIhaven'tspentenoughtime

withyou

HaikeIwon'tcommentonthat,justnowbese

kuthiwangithe...

Hegetsoutofbed,freshensupwhileimakethe

bedandopenthecurtains



Him:anybreakfastrequests

Me:surpriseme

Him:youwanttotakethatrisk?

Me:yiniufunaukungidlisayinibhuti?

Helaughsandwalksoutthedoor.Thereisn'tmuch

cleaningtodointhisroom,thismanisaneatfreak.

Idecidetotakeashowerthenputonmyunderwear

fromthedinnerpartyandagown.Thiswhole

sweatpantsthingiscuteifit'scold.Otherwiseits

justunnecessary.Heisn'tdonecookingwhenIget

downstairssoientertainmyselfwiththeTVuntil

myphonestartsringing.itsSimlindile

Me:hey

Silence.Haibodidthisgirlbuttdialme.Airtime

iningiIsee



Me:Simi

Ihearsniffingandmyalarmbellsgooff.Iswearif

thatSmithcheeseboytouchedmysister,uzonya

Me:what'swrong?

Sheclearsherthroat

Simi:hekickedmeout

Me:who?

IhavetoaskbecauseSambulowouldneverdothat.

Heisalittletooinlovewithmysister.Itscuteand

weirdatthesametime

Her:Sambulo



Me:hisexactswords

Her:heaskedwhatI'mstilldoinghere

Me:andthenwhatdidyousay?

Her:nothing

Me:manjewhendidhekickyouout?

Sheburstsintotears.NowsheIstryingtocryand

talkatthesametime.ItsamessysituationbutI

listentoheruntilsheisdonecrying

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:IsaidI'mgoingtomyflat

Me:soyoukickedyourselfout?

Her:no.Ididn'tgo.HeisaskingmywhyIdidn'tgo

Me:answerthemanuyekeukutetema.Yousaidyou

aregoingtoyourflatforwhat?Stopthinkingthat

manisgoingtoalwayschaseyou.Talktohimand

stoptryingtorunaway
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<Simlindile>

WhenherealizedthatIwasn'tgoingtogivehiman

answer,hewalkedawayandthat'swhenthetears

startedrolling.Hecrossedtheline,heviolatedmy

privacyandIhavearighttobeupsetaboutthat.I

havearighttowantspacefromhimandasthe

personinthewrong,heshouldbeunderstandingof

this.Idon'tunderstandwhyheisbeingsodifficult.

Afterspeakingtomysister,Ishouldbefeeling

betterbutidon't.Ifeelworse.Sheissupposedto

beonmysidenottellingmethatI'mcryingforno

reason.Sheisrightaboutonethingthough,

SambuloandIdoneedtotalk.Imakemywaytothe

loungeandthat'swhereIfindhimsettingupthe

playstation

Me:canwetalk?



Heplaceseverythingonthecoffeetablebefore

sittingdown.Ialsositonaseparatecouchfrom

him.Idon'tevenknowwheretostart

Sambulo:IaskedyouaquestionSimlindile

Isigh

Me:Ishouldn'thavesaidIwanttoleave

Him:butyousaiditandthennextthingIfindyou

here

I'mclosetotearsagainbutIquicklywipemyeyes.

WhathurtsmethemostisthatsuddenlyhowIfeel

doesn'tmatterandallhecaresaboutiswhyIsaid

I'mleavinganddidn'tleave.

Me:youknowthepastIhave,youknowthat

freedomwasn'tsomethingthatexistedinmy



marriage.IneverhadavoiceuntilImetyou.You

arethisclosetoperfectmanandyouclaimtobein

lovewithme.I'mbrokenSambulo.Mytrustinmen

hasdeterioratedovertheyears.Youmessedupand

Ididn'tknowhowtodealwithitinyourpresence

Hedoesn'tsayanythingbutinsteadhestaresatme

foralongtime.Theusualgoofysmileisn'tthere,he

isintense

Me:Ishouldn'thavethreatenedtoleave

Him:doyourememberwhatIsaidtoyouthefirst

timeItookyouout?AndwhatIsaidthefirsttime

wemadelove?

Inodslowly

Him:Iaskedyoutopromisethatnomatterhow

toughitgets,youwillneverleavemeandafter

makinglove,youmadethatpromise.Yetatthefirst



imperfectioninourrelationship,youthreatento

leaveme

Me:Iwasangryandhurt

Him:whichisunderstandable,Iwaswrongbutmy

wrongswerejustified.SimlindileIfellinlovewith

youthefirsttimeImetyou.Theenvelopeyoufound

isthesecondinvestigationreport.Therewasone

beforethat

MyeyesliftfromthefloorandIstareatandheis

staringback.ineverwinatthisstarringcontestand

todayisnodifferentbecauseI'mthefirsttolook

away

Him:youwerenotopentotellingmewhatlanded

youinhospitalsoIdugsomemore.Ineededto

knowwhatyou'vebeenthroughsoIcanloveyou

thebestwayyouneedtobeloved.I'venever

broughtupthethingsyourexdidtoyoubecauseI

didn'tobtaintheinformationtouseitinamalicious

way.Iwasteachingmyselfhowtoloveyou



Me:Ididn'tknowthat

Him:howwouldyouhaveknownthatifatthefirst

signoftroubleyouwanttowalkaway?Itakeloyalty

veryseriouslyandifyouknowbeingloyalis

somethingyoulackin,thenIthinkitsbestwego

ourseparateways.

ItfeelslikeI'mgettingdumpedandthetearsare

streamingdownmycheeks.itssoeasyforhimto

justspeakhismind,heisn'tafraidoflosingme.He

doesn'tneedmebutIneedhim.Ilovehimmore

thanIshouldandI'llgetmyselfhurtintheend

Me:I'msorry.I'lldobetter

Him:that'sallIaskfromyou.I'mnotperfect,Ihave

myownissuesbutI'dneverwalkawayfromyou.I'd

neverintentionallyhurtyou

Wesitinsilenceagainforthelongesttime.My

heartisbeatinghardagainstmychest.Iwantto



saysomethingbutIjustcan'tgetthephrasing

correct.

Me:Ihavemydoubts

Hefrowns

Him:about?

Me:yourloveforme.Idon'tthinkI'mworthyofit.

I'mscaredthatyouaregoingtochangeyourmind

aboutme.I'mscaredthatIdon'tknowhowtolove

youright.Iwanttokeepyouhappyatalltimesso

thatyoudon'tleaveme

Hegetsupandsitsnexttome.I'vestoppedtrying

towipethetearsandthesnot.ItsnotGoingtostop

anytimesoon.HewrapshisarmsaroundmeandI

continuecryingwhileherubsmyback



Him:areyouhappy?

Isniff

Me:sometimes

Him:andtheothertimes

Me:Idon'tknowhowtotalktoyou.Idon'twantto

makeyouangryorsoundlikeI'mnaggingand

burdeningyouwithmyproblems

Him:thenhowamIsupposedtoknowthatI

messeduporyouareupsetwithme?Nanayoutold

meihavetocommunicatewithyouandI'mdoing

thatbutyoualsohavetocommunicatewithme.I'm

notachildbaby,I'mnotgoingtostormoffjust

becauseyouvoicedoutyourcomplaints

Inod.Myheadisonhischest,itswetnowbecause

ofmyfacebutitstillfeelslikehome



Me:youshutmeoutlastnight

Hesighs.Hisbodytensesup

Him:youhurtme.Idon'ttakehurtverywell

Me:oh

Him:itsjustthewayIam.Ihaveitinmetobelike

SabelowhenI'mhurtsotoavoidsayingordoing

somethingIcannevertakeback,Iwalkawayand

zoneoutforafewhours

Me:OK

___

•1yearlater•

Theysaywhenyoulovesomeoneyougrowwith

them,youhelpeachotherandyouleanoneach

other.Sambuloismybestfriendnow,Ican't

imaginelifewithouthimandoverthepast12

monthswe'vereallyworkedhardandputinthe

effortinourrelationship.Wetalkmore,we



apologizewhenneedbeandourcommunication

hasquiteimproved.Wefoundoutwearepregnant

inJanuaryandIhaven'tsteppedfootatworkthis

wholeyear.9monthsofjuststayingathomebut

I'vemadethemostofitbecausethishouselooks

likeahomenow.Itswarmerandthenurseryis

finallycomplete.Thesebabieswillbespoiltrotten

whentheygethere.

Sambulo:I'mnotsupposedtostayforthisbaby

showerthingright?

Me:Idon'tknow.Idon'tthinkso

Him:I'llfindout

Hewantstostayforit.Icanhearitinhisvoicethat

heisnotkeenonnotbeingbymysidewhenI'mthis

heavilypregnant.eventuallywearedonegetting

readyandhedrivesustohisparentshouse

Him:youlookbeautifulbaby



Me:I'mfatandtired

Him:andbeautiful.Don'tforgetbeautiful

Hetakeshiseyesofftheroadforafewseconds,

looksatmewithasmilethenfocusesontheroad

again.

Me:andthatlook?

Him:itsmebeinggrateful.I'mgoingtobeafather

inafewweeks

Me:ahousefullofwomen.Howwillyousurvive?

Helaughs.Soyeahthat'swhatwearehaving,two

babygirlsandiwantthemoutofmeasin

yesterday.TheyareheavyandI'mtiredand

constantlyhungry.Itsbeenaneasypregnancyfor

us,despitedaddypanickingabouteverylittlething.

Whenwegettohisparents'house,mysisterisat

thedoorwithasmileonherface.wesharealong

hug



Me:areyouOK?

Shenods.Thisisn'teasyforher.pregnancyand

babiesarestillasensitivetopicbutsheishappyfor

me.Thatidon'tdoubtforasecond

Sli:manjeukhalelani?

Me:I'mpregnant.Leavemealone

Her:youshouldseeallthegiftstherichpeoplegot

yourbabies.Ididntevenbothergettingthem

anything.Idon'twanttoembarrassmyself

SometimesiwonderifI'mreallyrelatedtothis

person.Sheistoocrazy.Sambulohugshertightly

beforeplacinghishandonmywaistandushersme

in.Thisisnotasurprisesothereareno

unnecessaryscreamsandshouts.IspotJessand

Usiatadistanceandiwave.Thandiisalsohere.

Shelooksgorgeous.Itcan'tbeeasybeingSabelo



rightnow.Ijusthopehedoesn'tcauseunnecessary

drama,I'llkillhim

Gugu:hellobaby

Shekissesmycheeksthenbrushesmystomach.

Mydaughtersloveattentionbecausetheystart

kickingatthesoundofhervoice

Me:Helloma.I'mhungry

Shelaughs

Sli:wehavegamestoplaybeforefoodsoholdit

Me:haiboSlindile,mybabiesarehungry

Sli:letthemsucktheirthumbsforawhile

I'mdonewithher.Shedoesn'tlovemeorhernieces



Gugu:I'llgetyousomethingtoeat.Comewithme.

Sambulostay

Sambulo:butmama

Gugu:hayistopbeingneedy.Sheispregnantnot

disabledandshewon'tpopthesebabiesout

withoutyou.Calmdown

Hepecksmylipsthenletsgoofme.Somilaisin

thekitchenwithheroldersisterandhernephew

Me:hello

Tshepi:heyhowareyou?

Me:tiredandhungry

Somila:sitbeforeyourtwinwaltzesinhereand

startsgoingcrazy

I'mnotsurprisedthatSabeloisn'there.Alotofups



anddownshavebeenhappeninginhislifeever

sinceThandimovedon.Heisamess
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<Sambulo>

Thesebabyshowerthingsarenotformen.My

motherdoesn'tevenwantustodrinkandsheis

forcingmetobeapartofthesestupidgames.The

onlyreasonIstuckaroundistowatchover

Simlindilenottakepartinallthesegirlythings.

Whenthedaycomestoanend,I'mmoregrateful

thaneveryoneelse.Thiswholethingisjusttiring

andpeoplehavetakenmygirlfriendawayfromme.

TheyarealljustfussingoverherandImissher.A

partofmestillfailstobelievethatinlessthana

monthI'mgoingtobeadadtotwodaughters.

Oyintando:yandoda

HemustbeheretopickSliup.Weshakehands,



shareahugthenwatchthewomenatadistance

Him:itsoverright?

Me:yeahitis.Finally

Helaughswhileshakinghishead

Him:thatbad?

Me:bruhyoudon'twanttobetheonlymanina

yardfilledwithwomen.

Wecontinuelaughingaswewatchourwomenata

distance.Ifthereisanyonethatismoreinloveon

thisplanet,itsthisguynexttomeandIwishhe

wasn'tgoingthroughthecrapheisgoingthrough

Him:readytobeadad?

Me:I'mreadybutI'mshitscaredgrootman.The



worldisgettingmoreandmorefuckedupandwhat

ifIcan'tprotectmygirls

Him:lovemakesamandogreatandincredible

thingsfortheirlovedones.Youhavealreadyshown

thatyou'dgothroughgreatlengthsforSimlindile,

yourdaughterswillbenodifferent

Inodinagreement.IthinkifIwashavingboys,I'd

bemorerelaxed.Simlindileandhersisterapproach

uswithJess,UsithandileandThandi.Iimmediately

wrapmyarmsaroundumuntuwam,kissherhead

andgiveheratightsqueeze

Me:tired?

Simi:exhaustedandthesebitcheshavebeen

drinkingalcoholaroundme.theyarenot

sympathetictomycondition

Usi:condition?Ukuthandaipipiisnotacondition

friend.itsatrapandyoufellintoit



ShehighfivesThandiandtheystartlaughingwhile

mypersonhissesandrollshereyes

Sli:youaregivingmenieces,I'lltakeyoursideonly

forthatreason

Simi:thankyousis

Oyi:andhereIwasthinkingyou'llwantSavannah

whenwegethome.IguessI'lljusthavetothrowit

out

Sli:ungalinge.Uzofalala

Thesetwoarerelationshipgoals,thewaythey

interactwitheachother,theinsidejokesbetween

themandthelovetheyshareisjustbeautiful.

Oyintandomethismatchwiththisone

Thandi:guysOnkeishere.Ineedtogetgoing

Jess:liftplease.I'mtoobrokeforuber

Sli:wowyouneverseizetoamazemewenaP.S



Doesitmakemeabadpersonthatiactuallythink

Onkeisacoolguy?YesSabeloismybrotherbut

thatfactdoesn'tmakemeblindornaivetowards

otherpeople.ThandiandJesshugallofusbefore

theyleave.SliisnowinOyintando'sarmsandIjust

wanttogohomeandholdmyperson

Me:guysSimiandIneedtogetgoing.Thankyou

forcomingthrough

Simi:andformygifts.Iliterallyhavenothingtobuy

forthesebutterfliesI'mcarrying

Usi:anytimebabe.I'llcallyoutomorrow

Oyintando:wealsohavetogetgoing.Rightlala?

Sli:yeah.I'mtiredtoo.richpeopleareextra

Wesayourgoodbyesandwehavetosneakaway

frommyparents.theylovefussingandthey

wouldn'tletusdrivehomesolateintheevening.

Simifallsasleepthemomentthecarstartsmoving.



Mypoorbabyisreallyexhausted

*

*

IneverthoughtI'dliveseethedaySimlindile

swearsatmeforsomethingwebothenjoyed.

Suddenlythesexwasmyfaultandthesebabiesare

allmine

Me:Nanastophittingme

Simi:getthemoutSambulo

Me:breathbaby.They'llbeoutsoon

Her:takethemout.takethemoutandgivethem

away.Angibafuni

12hrslaterandallIcansayiswow.Mybodyis

bruisedfromSimi'spunchesbutwatchingmytwo

princessesandmyqueen,irealizethatitwasall

worthit.I'veneverseensomethingmorebeautiful

andperfect.



Me:yousaidimustgivethemawayright?

Her:uzofayazwena.Lookatthembaby.Lookat

thisone,sheispoutingandfrowning

Ismileatmydaughter.SheAlreadylookssassylike

mommy.Aahman,thiskindoflovethatI'mfeeling

isbeyondanythingI'veeverfelt.Ijustwantto

dedicatemylifetothesetwoandtheirmother.I

neverthoughtlifecouldgetmoreperfect

Her:names?

Me:BeautyandBeautiful

Shesideeyesmeandijustlaugh.Idon'tknowwhat

tonamethem,Ihaven'tthoughtthatfar

Her:kodwawhatdoIseeinyou?Youaredraining



Me:Igaveyougorgeousbabies,appreciateme.

Namethemnana,I'llgivethemsecondnames

Shetakesapause,smilesthentearsstartrolling

downhercheeks

Me:andthen

Her:I'mthinkingyouandallthegoodyou've

broughtintomylife

Me:hawulove

Shesmiles

Her:seriously.You'vebroughtsomuchloveand

light.Idon'tknowhowmylifewouldbewithoutyou

butIdon'twanttofindout

Athoughtcrossesmymind.Athoughtcontaining



mykids'names

Me:let'scallthemloveandlight

Sherollshereyes

Me:I'mserious.You'vebroughtthatintomylifetoo

andithasintensifiedwiththearrivalofthesetwo.

ThandoandKukhanya.Simpleandstraightforward

Shesmilesbeforesnugglingherselfclosertome.I

wrapmyarmaroundherwithnohesitation

Her:loveandlight

Me:loveandlightsthandwasami

Bythetimeweleftthehospital,ourdaughtershad3

nameseach.ThandoOlwenkosiSiphokuhleand



KukhanyaOwenkosiSphiwe.Simihasbeen

complainingabouthowI'vebeenobsessingover

mydaughtersandnotgivingherattention.sheis

quitethebigbabythesedays.Whenthebabies

turnedaweekold,thegentsinvitedmetoanight

outjusttocelebratemynewmilestone

Me:areyougoingtobeokwithoutme?

Simi:yesbabakaloveandlight.Mysisteris

comingoveranyway

Ifrownandshegivesmeareassuringlook

Her:shelovesthembaby

Me:Idon'tdoubtthatbutI'mjustworriedthatbeing

aroundthemwillbetriggeringforher

Her:welltheyareherniecesandIcan'tkeepthem

awayfromher.Iknowmysister,sheishappyforus



Inod.Afterkissingmyprincesses,Igrabmyjacket,

kissmygirlthenleaveforthepub.Sabeloisthe

firstpersonIsee

Sabelo:tatawamaGirls.ZiRightiiGirls?

Me:tsek.MydaughtersarenotiiGirls

Hechuckles

Him:relaxbruh,loveandlightaremydaughterstoo.

Come.Everyoneishere

Me:yimakalok.Let'stalkforasec

Hefrowns

Him:whatdidyoudo?

Me:nothing.Areyougood?

Him:whywouldn'tIbe?



Iraiseoneeyebrowthencrossmyarms.thisone

sometimesforgetsthathecan'tlietome.Iseeright

throughhiscoverup

Him:yiyekabruh.Idon'tevencareaboutlamntana

mna

Me:suxokafondin.UyamthandauThandi

Him:mxm.Ndyoselamna

HewalksawayandIfollowhim.Theenvironment

isn'tconducivefortheconversationsoI'lldropitfor

now.Igreetthegents,pourmyselfaglassof

whiskeythenlightmyselfacigar

Kuhle:how'sfatherhoodntwana?

Me:amazingboy.Yhomydaughtersareeverything

Luke:andsupercute



Me:Iknowright?soperfect

Kuhle:untiltheyvomitinyourmouthorpoopall

overyourTomFordshirts.Uzobonaifatherhood

yangempelaafterthat

Weallbreakintolaughter.Trustthisidiottosay

suchthings.Thenightgoesoncheerfullyandthe

gentsarewasted,especiallySabelonoKuhle

Sabelo:yikakayomntuuKonke

Oyintando:whoisthat?

Sabelo:yilaBirdflukaThandi.Heisevenuglyand

stupid

Luke:don'tbebitterbruhandhisnameisOnkenot

Konke.Youdon'tevenwantThandianymore

Mybrothergrunts,downshisdrinkthenshakeshis

head



Sabelo:I'mnotevenworried,Thandiwillbeback.

Shealwayscomesback

Oyintando:Ntwanayamithatchickisn'tgoingto

comebackifyoudon'tfightforher.Trustme

Me:IagreewithyouGrootman.Heisjuststubborn

lona

Sabelo:mxmshewillbeback.Idon'tbegwomento

bewithme.I'mSabeloSmith,Icanhaveanygirl

Luke:excepttheonegirlyouneed

Mybrotherhasn'tfiguredouthowthislovething

works.Idon'tthinkherealisesthattheThandifrom

overayearagonolongerexists,thesameWaythe

Sabelofrombackthenisgonenow.
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<Sabelo>

I'mchillingatmybrother'shousewithmydaughter

inmyarmsandhersisterinSambulo'sarms.They



areamontholdnowandI'vealreadydecidedonmy

favorite.Loveisfullofdramaandthemomentyou

don'tpickherupbutpickuphersister,shewill

screamforthewholeofAfricatohear.Lightonthe

otherhandisdaddy'sangel.Sheisthequiettype,

justsucksonherfistandpoutsallday.Shecries

whenthereisareasonto,notbecausesheisbored

likehersister

Simi:don'tyouwanttotakethemforthenight?

Me:why?Unprotectedsexisalreadyshowingyou

flames

Shefrowns,givesmethemiddlefingerandwalks

away.ThisiswhereLovegetsherdramafrom.My

brotherlaughswhileshakinghishead

Sambulo:youtwothough.Somuchlovebetween

thebothofyou

Me:Idon'tloveyoupeopleenoughtowatchyour



kidsforyou

Him:theyareyourkidstoo

Me:yestheyarebutIdon'tdonightshift.Same

wayyoustayedupallnighttomakethem,stayup

allnighttowatchthem

Iplacealongpeckonmyangel'sforeheadthen

stareather.Thesebabiesaretoocuteman.They

makemewonderhowmychildwithThandiwould

havelooked.Thereisnotasingledaythatgoesby

withoutmemissingThandibutIwon'ttellherthat.

Thatgirlhasrejectedmeenoughformetogetthe

messagebutIalsoknowthatshestilllovesme.

Sheisjuststillangryandusingthatbirdfluofhers

tohurtme.I'veknownThandilongenoughtoknow

thatsheisn'tintothatidiot.

Simlindilewalksintothelounge,throwsherselfon

thecouchbeforesighingloudly

Simi:Ineedanapforatleast20days



Me:nocomment

Her:shutupwena.Youareatypicalblackfather,

yourunawaywhenthegoinggetstough

ShehissesandIhavetostopmyselffromlaughing

Me:uyanya.I'mabouttogochangemyangel's

diaper.Showmeatypicalblackfatherthatwould

dothat

Sambulo:changeThando'sdiapertoo.Thesmell

comingfromthereisn'twelcoming

Me:shedoesn'tlikeme,youdealwithher

Thesetwobecomesuchlazyparentswhenthey

havevisitors.You'dswearhavingnewborntwinsis

suchadifficultthingandthegirlsaren'tthatbad.I

endupchangingbothofthem,bathingbothofthem

withSimi'shelpandshefeedsthem



Simi:stopstaringatmyboobs

Ichuckle

Me:whatboobssisingobathosearethesizeof

avocados

Her:yetyouarestillstarring

Me:I'mlookingatmychild.youarecrazywenaand

callThandi.Iwanttotalktoher

Shefrownsthenshakesherhead

Her:leaveheraloneSabelo

Me:Iwill.IjustwanttotalktoherthenI'llleaveher

alone.Sheseemshappywiththatguyanyway

Sheraisesoneeyebrowatme



Me:yintoni?

Her:stoplying

Me:yhohayikeIdon'tknowwhatyouwantfromme.

callher,don'ttellherI'mherethough.

Her:putKukhanyatosleepandI'llcallher

Itakemybabyfromherandstartrockingher

Me:I'mgoingtostopvisitingyoupeople.y'allare

abusive

Her:theyareyourchildrentoo

Shewalksouttheroomwithherphonealreadyon

herear.IsmiletomyselfasIwatchLightfallasleep

Me:Iloveyouangelface.yourparentsarepsycho

butyouandyoursisterarethebestthingtheycould

haveeverdone.



ShefallsasleepandIputherinhercotbedbefore

walkingout.Thandofellasleepfirst.IthinkIalso

wantthislife,tohaveagirlthat'sdownformeas

muchasSimiisformybrotherandhavebeautiful

kids.Thosearethethingsmoneycouldneverbuy

Sambulo:shouldwegiveyouspacewhenThandi

getshere?

MyheartstartsracingandIswallowhard.Forsome

reasonIexpectedhertorefusetocomebutthen

againhadsheknownthatI'mhere,shewouldhave

refused

Me:yeahbruh,that'sifshedoesn'tstormout

immediatelyafterseeingme

Sambulo:shemightnotadmititbutIknowshe

lovesyou

Simi:hayidon'tlietohim.ThandiandOnkeare



happytogetherandthisisn'trightbutangizingeni

Me:allIheardisthelastpart

TheyleavetheroomandnowI'mpanicking.Ihave

noideahowThandiwillreactorifshewillevengive

methetimeofday.Ipourmyselfaglassofwhiskey,

downitandpourmyselfanotherone.OkSabeloget

ittogether.Youneedtobesoberforthisorelseshe

won'ttakeyouseriously.WhenIhearaknockon

thedoor,Itakeinadeepbreathandopen.I'm

shockedactually.Whydidshebringthisbirdflu

idiot?

Thandi:Sabelo

Ican'treadherexpressionbutshelooksgorgeous.

Sheisinashirtdressandflops.Theidiothashis

armaroundherwaistandsmilingather.Ifeelsick

Me:heyThandi



Onke:eita

IwanttorollmyeyesorpunchthisfoolbutIdon't.I

shakehishandandgivehimanod

Me:sho

Onke:arethebabiesstillup?Iwouldlovetosee

thembeforeIleave

Me:theyareasleep.YoucangoseeSambuloand

Simi.Theyarebythepoolarea

HenodsthenlooksatThandi

Thandi:let'sgogreetbabe

Thatoneword.Itjustswitchedmywholemood

around.IfeltsomethingI'veneverfeltbefore,Iwas

jealousandnothingcouldhideit



Me:uhmcanItalktoyouforasecondThandi

Thandi:nottoday

Me:Onkebruyami,doyoumind?

Onke:nah.Hedidsayforjustasecondsthandwa

samithenyou'llcomegreet

Ittookeverythinginmenottosnapwhenhekissed

herinfrontofme.Ican'tlosethiswoman,notto

thisfoolofallpeople.Shehastotakemeback,she

justhastoo.Hewalksawayandmyeyesstayglued

onherwhileshelookseverywherebutatme

Me:youlookbeautiful

Thandi:whyareyoudoingthis?

Ifrown



Me:doingwhat?Complimentingyou?

Her:hedoesn'tknowaboutyou,that'swhyhe

agreedtoleavemewithyou.Idon'twanttotalkto

you

Me:OKdon'ttalkthen.Hearmeout.ThandiI'm

sorry

Her:stoprightthere.Idon'tneedthisfromyou

Sabelo.Thisapologyisayeartoolate

Isigh.Iwanttowalkawaybutiknowitwillbe

pointless.ThiswomanhasmyheartandIdon't

thinksheknowsit

Me:Iwashurt.Ishouldn'thavesaidwhatIsaidto

you

Her:Ihadjustlostababy

Me:welostababy.Bothofus

Her:andyoublamedme.Youactedasifmypain

didn'tmatter.Ihadtogivebirthtohim.hewasdead



andIhadtostillbringhimintotheworld.Imagine

thepainIfelt

Iseethetearsfillinghereyesandmyheartbreaks.

Itsbeenoverayearbutthewoundsstillfeelfresh,

thepainstillripsthroughtheheartasifithappened

yesterdayandthatguttingfeelingatthepitofmy

stomachisstillthere

Me:IblamedyouandIshouldn'thave.Isaidhurtful

thingsandI'msorrybutyouhurtmetooThandi.

Youcalledmetoxic.YousaidI'mnotworthyoflove,

youthreweveryweaknessIhadatmeknowingvery

wellhowmuchIwasworkingonmyselfyethereI

aminfrontofyou.Iforgaveyouknowingverywell

thatyouwerenotgoingtoapologizebutbecauseI

loveyou,Iforgaveyou

Shecriesandthistimearound,Idon'thesitatein

wrappingmyarmsaroundher.Hersobsgetlouder

themomentherheadhitsmychest



Her:I'm...Ishouldn'thave...Sabelo

Me:shhsthandwasami.I'mhere.Itdoesn'tmatter

anymore.I'mherenow

Ileadhertooneofthespareroomsandlockthe

door.Idon'tneedbirdfluwalkinginonus

Me:IneverstoppedlovingyouThandi

Sheshakesherhead

Me:Imeanit

Her:SabeloI'mwithOnkenow

Me:fuckOnke.ThandiyouandIbelongtogether.I

alwaysthoughtIcansavemyselffromthefucked

upthingsI'vebeenthroughandlordknowsI'vetried

butIneedyou.Ineedyouinordertobeabetter



man

Her:Sabelo

Iholdherwaistandpinheragainstthewall.My

bodyispressedagainsthers,shedrawsinadeep

breathbeforeshuttinghereyes.Thereisbarelyany

spacebetweenusbutIwantherclosertome,Istill

feelfarfromher

Me:tellmeyoudon'tlovemeandI'llwalkaway.I'll

walkawayandneverbotheryouagain.Tellmethat

I'maloneinthisandyou'llneverhavetoworry

aboutmeharassingyou.

Ipressmyforeheadonhersandshedrawsin

anotherdeepbreath.MylipsBrushagainsthers

andshepartsherown.Theyfeelsoft,softerthan

thelasttimeIrememberthem

Me:tellme



Her:SabeloIcan't...

Me:tellmeNkosingthandile.Tellmehowyoufeel

Her:Iloveyou.I'vealwayslovedyouandInever

stopped

Ipullherbottomlipbetweenmyteethandkissher

slowly.Myheartbeatshardagainstmychest,my

worldstartsspinningandIgetlostintheecstasy.I

wastoldtofightforherandIjustenteredthe

battlefield.
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<Slindile>

Overthepast12monthslifehastaughtmeafew

lessonsandthemostimportantonebeingthatmy

happilyeverafterisn'tcoming.Itmightbehardto

believethatespeciallyifyou'rewatchingmylife

fromtheoutside.Iseemtohaveittogetheryaz,I

havealovingman,mycareerisstillprettymuch

stableandsoaremyfinancesbutthosethatare



deepwithinourcircleknowthatitsnotasrosyasit

seems.Inthepast12monthsI'vehadtwo

miscarriages,I'veturneddownOyintando's

marriageproposalandweareatthepointinour

relationshipwherewearewalkingoneggshells

aroundeachother.Ithinktheonlythingthatkeeps

usgoingisthatwearestillinsanelyinlovewith

eachother

Ntando:morning

Wearelayinginbed,itsaSundaymorningandwe

havenoplans

Me:hey

Irubmyeyesbeforeopeningthem.Heisstaringat

mewithhalfasmileonhisface.SlowlyI'mgetting

usedtohowgorgeousthismanis



Him:howareyou?

Me:I'mOKandyou?

Him:I'mOKtoo

Silenceoccupiestheroom.Heisstilllookingatme

buthislookhasshiftedtosadness.Ihateseeing

himlikethis,heisahappypersonbutsincethe

secondmiscarriage,ihaven'tseenthatsideofhim.

Thefirsttimewefoundoutwewerepregnantwas

justaweekafterSimitoldmeshewasexpecting.I

wasexcitedbutmyexcitementlastedfor3months

beforeIlostthebaby.Itriedtostaystrongandnot

fallintothatdarkplaceIwasinafterIlostmyfirst

child.Imadeitthroughallofthatnotbecauseof

myownstrengthbutbecauseofthegreatsupport

systemIhad.Thesecondmiscarriagewasover2

monthsago.Itsstillfreshandthearrivalofmy

sister'stwinshasbeentriggering.Iwon'tevenlie.I

lovemyniecesandIloveSimlindilebutI'mjealous.

I'mhappyforherbutI'mjealousofherlife



Me:pleasedon'tlookatmelikethat

Him:I'msorry

Itrygettingoutofbedbuthestopsmeanddrags

himselfclosertome

Him:myparentswanttoseeus

Isigh.Ilikehisfamilybuthismotheristooinvolved

inourrelationshipandwearenotevenmarried.He

talkstohermorethanhetalkstomeyetheexpects

metoopenuptohim

Me:why?

Him:mymotherisworried

Me:ofcoursesheis.Sheisalwayssoworried

aboutus.I'msurprisedshehasn'tmovedinyet



HeraisesaneyebrowandIquicklylookaway.I

clearmythroatasIstillfeelhiseyesburningahole

onmyskin

Me:whattimeshouldwebethere?

Him:shecaresaboutyouSlindile,that'swhyshe

worries.shedoesn'tdeserveyoubeingrudetoher

Me:I'veneverbeenrudetoyourmotherOyintando

andI'mnotwrongfornotwantinghermeddlingin

ourbusinessallthetime.SheisyourmotherbutI'm

yourgirlfriend,whycan'tyouconfideinmethe

samewayyouconfideinher?

Hedoesn'trespondandwhenIrealizethatI'mnot

goingtogetaresponsefromhim,Igetoutofbed.

Hedoesn'tstopme.Itakealongshower,tears

streamdownmycheeksandwhenmysobsstart

beingaudible,Icovermymouth.IjustwishIcould

findtheswitchforthispainandturnitoff.Its

becomingmoreandmoreoverwhelmingwitheach

day.WhatkindofawomanamIwhenIcan'teven



barechildrenforthemanthatIlove?Iknowthe

marriageproposalwasoutofpitywhichiswhyI

saidno.IwanttogivehimachildbeforeIcan

considertakinghissurnameinsteadofmarrying

himonlyforhimtoleavemewhenherealizesthat

thebabiesaren'tpopping.Eventuallymykneesfail

meandslidedownthewalluntilmynakedbutt

touchesthecoldtiles.Mykneesareraisedtomy

chest,thewaterisflowingovermyheadanddown

myfaceandmybodyisshaking.Idon'tknowhow

heheardmewhenI'vebeentryingsohardnotto

makeasoundbutbeforeIknowit,heissittingnext

tome.Heturnedthewateroffbutheisinhis

pyjamasonthewetshowerfloorwithhisarms

aroundme

Him:I'msorrywelostthebabieslala.I'msorryI

couldn'ttalktoyouaboutmypainbutIWantedto

bestrongforyou.Youneededmeandicouldn't

breakdown.Icouldn'tletyoudownwhenIalready

feltlikeIwasfailingyou.IloveyouSlindileandwe

willgetthroughthis



Hisvoiceisbreakingandthat'showIknowheis

cryingbutIdon'tsayanything.I'minmyownlittle

worldbuteverywordheutteredisfullyregisteredin

mymind.Helovesmeandwewillgetthroughthis.

Wespendtherestofthedayinbed,wellI'minbed

whileheisinandoutfeedingus.WewatchDisney

princessmoviesthewholeday,cuddlingandwith

nomentionofthemeetingweweresupposedto

havewithhisparents.Hisphonerangatsomepoint

butheswitcheditoffafterthat.Idon'tevenknow

wheremineis

Him:howareyoufeeling?

Me:drained.Idon'tknowwhatissupposedtohelp.

Cryingdoesn'tseemtobepullinganymiraclesfor

me.Insteaditsjusttiringmeout

Him:talking?

Me:theonlypersonIwanttotalktoisyoubutIalso

wantyoutotalktome.



Hedoesn'trespondforawhilethenhesigns

Him:whatdoyouwantmetosay?

Me:lalawelosttwochildrenandyoudidn'treact.

Youjustcontinuedwithlifeasyouknowit

Him:whatgoodwouldithavedoneusifweboth

brokedown?SliIdon'tlikeseeingyouhurtingand

inpain.Ihavetotryandtakethatpainawayfrom

you

Isigh.Thereisnogettingthroughtothisone.He

won'tseethingsthewayIwanthimtoseethemso

itsbestIletitgo

Him:Iloveyou.Ihopeyouknowthat

Me:andIdon'tdoubtit



Hepullsmecloser,placesalongpeckonmylips

thenpullsback

Him:good.I'mhungrysolet'sgomakefood

Me:youdothemostinthekitchenlala,youcan

handlethisonyourown

Hesmilesthenshakeshishead

Him:hayiIneedhelptoday.Woza.

Webothgetoutofbed,theweatherisgloomyand

depressing.Itakeapolarfleeceblanketandfollow

himdownstairs

Him:youaregoingtocookwithablanketaround

you

Me:phumakimiHadebe,I'mjustheretowatch



HeknowsIdon'tdothewholecookingthing,that's

hisdepartmentandheisactuallypassionateabout

it.I'mpassionateabouteating.Wehavealight

conversationashepreparesourwrapsuntilhis

brotherarriveswithhisgirlfriend.Theyaresuchan

oddcouple.

Kuhle:yourmotherisnothappywithyou

Ntando:whatareyoudoinghere?Anddon'tberude

Kuhleturnstolookatmewithahugesmileonhis

facethenhewrapshisarmsaroundme.Weare

close,hemakesmelaughandourcrazinessis

matched

Kuhle:unjanimuntuwami?

Ichuckle



Me:I'mgoodbaby,howareyou?

Ntandolooksatuswithoneeyebrowraised

Ntando:canInotbedisrespectedinmyownhouse.

Kuhle:sukweletafondin,I'llshareNomzamowith

you

ZahgigglesawkwardlythenIgetuptohugher.She

alwaysseemssoawkwardaroundKuhle'sfamily

andthisidiotneverpicksitup

Me:howareyou?

Zah:I'mOKandyou?

Me:I'mOKtoo.Whatwouldyouliketodrink?

Mindyouherboyfriendalreadyhasabeerinhis



handandannoyingmyman

Zah:juiceisfine

Afterpouringheraglassofjuice,ItellKuhleto

drivemetosparforwineandsnacks.Theydon't

lookliketheywillbeleavingsoon.WetakehisMerc

anddriveoff

Me:whyareyousuchashittyboyfriend?

Hefrowns,looksatmeforafewsecondsthen

focusesontheroad

Kuhle:haiboI'magreatboyfriend

Me:accordingtowho?

Him:accordingtothefactthatmygirlfriendhasn't

complained



Me:butsheisn'thappy

Heseemstobegettingmoreconfusedthenhe

startslaughing

Me:uhlekani?

Him:I'mlaughingathowsimilaryouandmymom

are.Youcomplainaboutherbeinginyourbusiness

butjongangoku.

Me:mxmI'mtryingtohelp

Helaughsagain

Me:stopannoyingme.I'mnotlikeyourmother

Him:yesyouare.Youjustdon'tseeitanddon't

worryaboutmeandNomzamo,wearegood.

Me:uyamthanda?

Him:icareabouther.ItakecareofherandIalways



makesuresheishappy.LoveisoverratedSli.In

thisdayandagethesmartthingtodoisfind

someonethatDoesn'tannoyyouandthatyoucan

vibewithandtakeitfromthere.Itssimplerthatway

anddon'ttellmethatIneedloveandwhatnot.I

reallydon't.Ihaveagirl,sheishappyandI'mhappy.

I'mloyaltoherandasyouputit,Idon'tsubjecther

tofuckeryandpopayism.

ICANSAVEMYSELF

*42*

<Simlindile>

MybabiesaretwomonthsoldnowandI'malready

tiredofmotherhood.Don'tgetmewrong,Ilovemy

tinyhumansbutIwantmysleepback.Theyare

suchangelsduringthedaybutthemomentthesun

goesdownkuyanyiwa.Lightisslowlydevelopinga

"don'tcare"attitudeandLoveisstilltheattention

seekingdaddy'sgirl.AlsoherandSabelohavea

love-haterelationship,itsadorablereally.I'm

spendingaweekwithSambulo'sfamily.Hisdadis

obsessedwiththetwinsandhismomjustlikes



havingusaround.I'vefinishedbathingmyangels

andI'mgettingthemdressed.Somilawalksin

Somila:hellomybabies

Ismileatherthenathernieces

Me:sayhelloauntie.Sayhello

ItakeThando'slittlehandandwaveit

Somila:theyaresocute.Ican'tgetoverthem

Me:youwantoneofyourown?

Her:youwantyourmanandhisphotocopytoskin

mealive?

Wesharealaugh.Theyreallywouldskinheraliveif

theyeverfoundoutthatshewasdating.Menwith



daughtersorsistersaretheworstandbest

Me:soyouarenotdating?

Shelaughsandcoversherface.Ifinishgetting

ThandodressedandmoveontoKhanyawhile

SomilagivesThandotheattentionshelovesso

much

Me:soyouaredating?

Her:yesbutpleasedon'ttellbhuti

Me:Iwon't.Sowhoishe?

Shestartsblushingandbeaming.Itsthecutest

thingever

Her:hisnameisEyenkosi.EyenkosiKlaas.Heis

doinghishonoursinbusinessmanagement



Me:asmartguy.Howoldishe?Ishehot?

Thedooropensandmymanwalksin,hetakesone

lookatthetwinsandasmiletakesoverhisface

Sambulo:stoptalkingaboutboysinfrontofmy

pureandinnocentangels

Somila:wewerenottalkingaboutboysbhuti

Helooksatherwithoneeyebrowraisedwhich

makeshersquirmonthespot.Shelowersherhead

Sambulo:momneedsyouinthekitchen.wewill

discussthisthingofyoudatinglaterwhenSabelo

getshere

Somilarushesouttheroominlightningspeed.Ifeel

sobadforher



Me:youeavesdropped

Him:youguysareloud.IheardeverythingwhileI

wasstandingatthedoor.Simlindiledon't

encouragemysistertohavesex.Sheisachild

MyfacialexpressionchangeswhenIrealizethathe

isserious.

Me:haibobabyIwasjustjokingandmaking

conversationwithher

Him:andtherewasnothingelseyoucouldtalk

aboutapartfromsexanddating?

Me:haikeifyoudon'twanttounderstandthatit

wasajokethenIdon'tknowwhatyouwantmeto

say.

HetakesThandowhowasalreadysobbingand

rocksherbackandforthwhileIbreastfeedKhanya



Him:justdon'ttalktoheraboutthesethings.sheis

tooyoungforallofthis

Inodandfocusonmydaughterwhoissuckingon

mefordearlife.Someoneisreallyhungry.When

sheisfullherfathertakesherandburpsherwhileI

feedThando.Whenthetwinsarefed,wehead

downstairstojointherestofthefamily.Thereisa

bitoftensionbetweenusbutI'mchoosingtoignore

it

Loyiso:bringmywives.Bring

Sambulo:wearestillbonding

Loyiso:you'llbondwhenyougobacktoyourhouse

HetakesLovefromSambuloandsheismorethan

happytogotohergrandfather.Hekisseshercheek

andsmilestohimself



Loyiso:youknowifitwasn'tforSimlindileyou'dstill

betakingupoxygeninmyhouseandfinishingmy

food

Sambulogruntsashesinksontothecouch

Gugu:Loyisoleavemybabyalone

Loyiso:baby?Yhothisisagrownassmannanazi.

grownassmanwithchildren

Shakawalksinlookingdrainedbutwhenhesees

hisnieceshewantstoholdLight

Loyiso:thisisanotheronethatmustleavemy

house

Shaka:hawutata

Gugu:SomilaisolderthanShaka,isshealso



movingout?

Loyiso:never!SomSomismybaby.Shewillbemy

babyforever

Iseethedoublestandardsthinggoesfardownthe

generationoftheSmithmen.IleaveKhanyawith

Shakaandgohelpoutinthekitchen

Gugu:Somilayouneedtotellyourfatheryouare

datingorelsehewillhaveaheartattackwhenhe

findsOut

Somila:hayimamayoutellhim.Hemightjust

disownmethesamewayhedisownedsis'Tshepi

Gugu:I'mnotgettinginvolvedmntanamibutyou

havetotellhimngobaifhefindsoutonhisown,he

willbemoredisappointedthatyoudidn'ttrusthim

enoughtolethimin

Izoneouttherestoftheconversationandjustthink

abouthowcrazySambuloandSabelowillgetwhen



LoveandLightstartdating.Therearetoomany

meninthisfamilyandthewomenareoverly

protectedbythem.AnhourlaterThandi,Sabeloand

Lwandisowalkin.Ofcoursemybabyrunstome

andgivesmeahug.Heisgettingquitetallnow

Lwandiso:hellomommy

Me:hellobaby.Imissedyou

Lwandiso:Imissedyoutoo.Letmegogreet

mkhuluandtata

Me:OKbutyou'llcomebackright?

Henodsbeforerunningofftothelounge.Thandi

andIshareahugandSabelojustwinksatme

Me:angijolinawewena

Sabelo:kodwayouwantme.Youknowyoudo

Me:keepdreaming.Comegivemeahugandstop

beingapunk



Hewrapshisarmsaroundmewarmlythengives

measqueeze.Heisalotwarmernowthathehas

loveinhislife.Heisstillcoldbuttomeheisalot

warmer

Sabelo:sthandwasamiI'mgoingtogreetmy

brothersandmydad

HesmilesatThandiwhoblushesbeforenodding.

Afterhehaslefttheroom,iturnmyattentiontomy

whoreofafriend

Me:whatdidyoutellOnkethistime?

Thandi:hethinksI'minJo'burgwithmyparents

Me:wow

Shesighs.Idon'tknowwhysheisouthereacting

freshwhenshecouldhavejusteasilybrokenup



withOnkeandgonebacktoSabelo

Me:howlongareyougoingtokeepthisup?

Her:Ijustneedtime

Me:andSabeloisokwithallofthis?

Shenods

Me:hmm

Her:I'llbreakupwithhim.Ijustneedtime.Wewere

togetherfor6months,wewerehappysoIcan'tjust

enditwithhimovernight

Me:youarecheatingonhimThandi,itdoesn'tmake

thisanybetter.Doyoulovehim?

Shepausesforacoupleofsecondsthenshenods

Me:andSabelo?



Shenodsagain

Me:yhohayikesisiyouareinshit.youhaveto

makeadecisionatsomepointbecauseyoucan't

haveisthembuforever

Her:Iknow.Idon'ttrustSabelowithmyheartyet.

Yeshesayshelovesmebutlookatwhathappened

thelasttime.I'mjustscared.Onketreatsmelikea

queen,heconsidersmyfeelings,helovesme.Heis

theoppositeofSabelo

Igrunt.HonestlythiswholethingisamessandI'd

reallyliketostayoutofitbutThandiismyfriend

andSabeloismybrotherinlaw.Iwantbothofthem

tobehappy

Her:Ijustdon'tknowwhattodo

Me:followyourheart



Her:mefollowingmyheartwillleadtosomeone

gettinghurt.MaybeIshouldjustbreakupwithboth

ofthem

Me:itsagoodplanbutSabelowon'tletyoudothat.

Theguylovesyouandthefactthatheissharing

yourightnowcan'tbeeasyforhimbutbecause

he'dratherhavehalfofyouthanhavenoneofyou,

heiswithyou

I'mnotgoingtotellherwhotochoose,sheisold

enoughtomakeherowndecisions.Myjobisto

supportherasmyfriend.Shehelpsmedishupfor

everyonethenSomilaservesherparentsandher

brothers.I'mnotreallyhungrysoileavemyfoodin

theovenandgoupstairstotakeanap.Sambulo

andIhaven'tspokensincehetoldmeI'm

encouraginghissistertohavesex.Iwasoffended

bythatandIknowhepickedthatup.Ichangeinto

sweatpantsandasweaterthengetunderthe

covers.AsI'mdozingoff,Ihearthedooropenthen

afewminuteslater,Ifeelsomeonegetinbedwith

me



Sambulo:ulele?

Me:yes

Him:canwetalk?

Me:no

Iturnmybackonhimandtryfallingasleepagain

Him:whyareyoumadatme?

Me:I'mtryingtosleepSambulo.Iwasupmostof

thenightbecauseI'mamothersopleasecanyou

justallowmetorest

Him:OK

Idon'thearhisvoiceagainandIfallintoadeep

sleep.Idon'thavetheenergytofightwithhim.He

knowshewaswrongthat'swhyheisherechecking

thecoast.Sambuloisgrownandheissmart,he



doesn'tneedmespellingThingsouttohim.I'm

wokenupbyhisphoneringingbutIdon'tmove.

Sambulo:hello...youfoundhim...andNgcobo's

brother...OKshap...Idon'tcarewhatyoudowith

himaslongasyoufindawaytokeephimshut

aboutwhathappenedatthejailcellsthat

night...thanksmzala...sho

ICANSAVEMYSELF

*43*

<Sambulo>

ItwaswhenshegotoutofbedthatIrealizedmy

stupidity.FuckSambulo!HowcouldIhavebeenso

stupid?

Me:baby

Simi:don'ttalktome

Me:youaregoingtowalkawayagain?



Shestopsandturnstolookatmewithherarms

foldedacrossherchest.Sheisfuriousbutapart

fromtheangerthathasherforeheadwrinkledand

hernosetwitching,Ispotabitofdisappointmenton

herface

Her:don'ttrythatwithme.Nottoday.Yousaidno

secrets

Isigh.Sheisshoutingandiknowmymotherwill

comeknockingheresoonifshekeepsthisup.My

onlyproblemrightnowisthatIdon'tknowhow

muchoftheconversationsheheard.Ireallyshould

havejustwalkedouttheroomtoanswermyphone

Me:youdon'tknowwhatyouareangryabout

Shechuckles.Icanhearthesarcasminherfake

laughterbutIchoosetoignoreit.IfI'mgoingto

stopherfromwalkingoutonme,Ihavetobesmart



aboutthis

Her:don'tpatronisemeSambuloSmith.Justdon't.

Yousaidnomoresecretsanddon'tyoudaretellme

youhidthisfrommebecauseIdidn'taskyouabout

it

Me:loweryourvoiceinmyparents'house

Simlindile

Her:mxm

Shestormsouttheroomleavingmedefeated.I

don'tknowhowI'mgoingtogetmyselfoutofthis.

Simlindilelovesmebutoverthepastcoupleof

monthsI'vecometorealizethatshedoesn'tneed

me.Thearrivalofthetwinschangedher,sheis

strongerthanshewasbefore,sheismore

independentandhasbecomethewomanI've

alwaysknownshehadthepotentialtobe.Aftera

fewminutesofcomposingmyself,Iheadoutthe

roomaswell.MydadandSabeloarebusyfighting

overthesoccerthat'splayingonTV,mykidsareall



takinganapandmysiblingsareintheotherlounge.

Ican'tspotmymotherormygirlfriend

Me:Sabelo

Sabelo:sho

Me:canwetalk?

Dad:hayiwhat'sthisnow?Thethakwediniifyou

havesomethingtosay

Isighbeforedroppingmyselfonthecouch.Itjust

hitmehowmuchIfuckedupandthereisavery

strongpossibilitythatSimlindilewillwalkaway

fromme

Sabelo:what'sgoingon?

Me:sheknows

Headjustshissittingpositionsohecanfaceme.I



don'tknowwhethertobesadorangrybutIknow

I'mscaredrightnow.Itakeonelookatmysleeping

daughtersandIfeelmyheartclench.Itsdifferent

now,Ihavesomuchtolose

Sabelo:pleasedon'ttellmesheknowsabout

Thenhekeepsquiet.Atthispointevendadis

lookingatmeasifI'mthebiggestfoolintheworld.

Dad:Iwarnedyouboysaboutthis

Me:shedoesn'twanttohearmeout

Dad:youkilledherhusbandSambulo,ofcourseshe

won'twanttohearyouout.Idon'teventhinkshe

willforgiveyouforthis

Me:tatadon'tsaythat

Thethoughtofherneverfindingitinherheartto

forgivemescarestheshitoutofme



Sabelo:takeherhome.Talktoher,tellher

everythingandthenletherdecidewhatshewants

todo

Myeyesshootwideopen,thatcan'tbetheplan.

Sabeloalwayshelpsmewiththedamagecontrol

butthisisn'tadamagecontrol,itsthrowingme

underthebus

Me:whatifsheleavesme

Dad:thenshewasnevermeanttobeyoursandyou

havetolethergo.Youchosetobuildyour

relationshiponsecretsandliesandunfortunately

myboy,actionshavereactions

IfeelthetearsinmyeyesbutIquicklywipethem

awaybeforetheyseehowmuchmyloveforthis

womanhasmademeweak.Iwasn'texpectingthis

fromeitherofthem.Iexpectedthemtosympathise



withme,toadvisemeonwaysIcanmakesurethat

Simidoesn'tleaveme.Notthis.AsIgetup,Istare

atmydaughters.Theyaresleepingsopeacefully,

ThandoispoutingasusualwhileKhanyahasher

thumbinhermouth.Iseesomuchoftheirmother

inthem,Ihopetheygrowuptobelikeher,fullof

love,strengthandcourage.Iheadforthestaircase,

everystepItake,mymindracesfasterandmy

heartthumpshardagainstmychest.Thereare

sobscomingfrommymother'sroom,Iknocktwice

thenenter.TheyareallCuddleduponthebed.

ThandiandSimiarecuddling,Simiiscrying,my

motherisjustrubbingherback.Judgingbythelook

theygiveme,Imightnotbewelcomeinhere.Iclear

mythroatbutmymothershakesherhead

Me:Ineedtotalktoher

Thandi:sheneedsspaceSambulo.Nowisnotthe

time

Me:I'mnotdelayingthisThandi.Ineedtotalkto

her



ThandiwhisperssomethingtoSimlindilewho

quicklyshakesherhead.MyheartsinksbutIlook

tomymotherforhelpandsheshakesherhead

Me:babyplease.LetsjustgohomesoIcanexplain

everythingtoyou.I'llgiveyouyourspace

MaMthembu,IpromiseyoubutIjustneedustotalk.

Please

Forafewsecondsthereisnoreactionfromher

thensheshakesherhead.IsighbutIdon'tmove.

I'mnotgoingtolethershutmeoutlikethis.My

mothergetsupfromthebedandwalkstowardsme,

Icanseeherfromthecornerofmyeyesbutmy

mainfocusisonthewomanwhoownsmyheart

Mom:come

Ishakemyhead



Me:ineedtotalktohermom.Please

Mom:babyshedoesntwanttotalktoyourightnow.

Giveherabitoftime.Cometalktome

Idon'twanttowalkoutbutwhatchoicedoIhave?I

followmymotherouttheroomthenclosethedoor

behindme.Ineedasmoke,noactuallyIneeda

drink.Ineedtojustdrinkandpassout

Mom:whathappened?Ithoughtyousaidyou'll

takethistothegrave

Me:Imessedupmama.Iwascareless,Ithought

shewassleeping.Ididn'tknowshewaslistening

I'mangryatmyselfforthis.Mymotherwrapsher

armsaroundmethemomentthefirsttearrolls

downmycheek.Istayinherembraceforafew

secondsthenpullback



Her:givehersometime

Me:sheisgoingtoleaveme

Her:shelovesyouSambuloandyouhurther.I

knowwhatyouguysdidcamefromagoodplace

butshelovedthatman,shewaswithhimfor8years

andmaybehewasn'tthebesthusbandbutshe

lovedhim

IwishshewouldassuremethatSimiwon'tleavem

butIknowfromthelookinhereyesthatshe

doesn'twanttogivemefalsehope.Inodthenwalk

tomyroom,takemyphone,carkeysandthekeys

tothehousethenleave.Nooneseesmeleaveand

itisbetterthatway.Ijustneedtogetaway.WhenI

gettothehouse,Ipackabagthencallmyuncle

Sbani

UncleS:heeehndodathisisasurprise



Ilaughlightly

Me:unjanimalume?

Him:I'mgoodboy,howareyou?youguysaresuch

strangers

Me:lifegetsinthewaymalume.Ineedafavor

Him:talktome

Me:Ineedtouseyourjet.IwanttoflyouttoCape

Towntonightanditcan'twaituntiltomorrow

I'mhopinghewon'tasktoomanyquestions

becauseIdon'tknowwhatI'mgoingtocapetown

forbutIneedtogetawayandIneedtobealone

Him:I'dhavetocheckifOrionisavailabletotake

youthenI'llgetbacktoyou

Orionisthepilotandturnsouthewasavailable.I



landinCapeTownat8pm,checkintooneofUncle

Sbani'shotelsandswitchmyphoneoff.Itoldhim

priortomydeparturethatIdon'twantmyfamily

knowingwhereIam,notevenSabelo.Iordera

bottleofwhiskey,cigarsandporkchopswithchips.

WhileIwait,Itakeashowerandwhenmyfood

arrives,isetuponthebalcony.Thereisasmall

tableandchairsthere.Imissmydaughtersalready

butI'mnotworriedbecauseIknowtheyaresafe

"Heyhandsome,needsomecompany"

Iliftmyheadandmyeyeslandon2girlswhoare

onthebalconynexttomine.

Me:hey

Girl1:youlooklikeyoucouldusesomecompany

Me:Ido?Idon'tthinkso

Girl2:wellwe'dloveyourcompany.wewantto

cheeryouup



Ichuckletomyself.Whendidgirlsstartbeingso

forward?Iamboredanywayandhavingthemover

mighthelpmetakemymindoffthings.Theyarrive

withtwobottlesofwineandaboxofpizza.I

alreadylikethattheycomeprepared.They

introducethemselvesasMandisaandIminathiand

theyarestillinvarsity

Me:sowhatareyouguysdoinginahotelroom?

Imi:itsmybirthdayweekendsowedecidedtospoil

ourselves

Anypersonwithabrainwouldknowthatthisstory

isaliebutIwasn'tgoingtojudge.Wespendthe

restoftheeveningtalking,welltheydomostofthe

talkingbuttheyaregivingmethedistractionIneed.

ICANSAVEMYSELF

*44*

<Sabelo>



IneverthoughtinamillionyearsthatI'dfindmyself

inthisposition.ApositionwherebythepersonI'm

inlovewithisnotonlyminebutIhavetobeokay

withsharingherwithanotherman.I'veneverbeen

atalostforoptionswhenitcomestowomenbutI

alsoknowwhatIfeelforThandiisthestrongestI'll

everfeelforawoman.

I'mstillatmyparents'housewhenIseehercome

downthestairswithSimlindileandseeingSimi

mademerealizethatIdon'tknowwheremybrother

went.Ilookatthemastheywalktowardsthe

kitchenanddecidtofollowthem

Me:whyareyouguyshidingyourselvesupstairs?

Simi'sfaceisswollenandpink,hereyesarepuffy

andshebasicallylookslikecrap.Mywomanonthe

otherhandlooksamazingasalways

Thandi:Simineededme



Me:Simlindilewhat'sgoingon?Andwhereisthat

manofyours?

Simiclearsherthroat,shelookslikesheisaboutto

burstintotears.Ireallyhopeshedoesn'tbecause

that'sonethingIdon'tknowhowtohandle.Acrying

woman

Simi:Idon'tknowwhereheis

Me:didyouguyshaveafight?

I'mtryingtoassesshowmuchsheknowsaboutour

involvementinNgcobo'sdeath

Simi:somethinglikethat

IturntoThandiandsheshrugshershoulders



Me:babypleasegiveusamoment

ThandilooksatSimiandSiminods.Shewalksout

Me:talktome

Simi:Iknowyouknowwhathedid.Sambulo

doesn'tdoanythingwithouttellingyou

Me:youarenotmakingsenseSimlindile

Her:hekilledhim

Hervoicebreaksassheuttersthose3wordsbefore

tearsrolldownhercheeks.Thisisexactlywhati

wastryingtoavoid

Me:I'mstilllost

Her:stoptakingmeforafoolSabelo.Don'tinsult

myintelligence

Me:I'mnotbutyouarereallynotmakingsense



Shehuffsloudlybeforefoldingherarmsacrossher

chest.

Her:yourbrotherkilledmyhusband

Ifrown.I'mtryingtopulloffanawardwinning

performancehere

Me:aiyouarestillnotmakingsense.Thenightthat

nogoodexcuseofahusbandofyourswaskilled,

mybrotherwasrighthereandifIremember

correctly,youwererightherewithhim

Shepausesforamoment,asiftakinginwhatI'm

sayingtoherthenshestartsshakingherhead

Her:thenhemusthavepaidsomeonetodoit.I

knowhewasinvolvedinthisSabelo.don'ttryand



makemeouttobecrazy

Me:soifyouarebeingcrazyImustjustleaveyou?

You'veknownmybrotherfortwoyearsnowand

hashegivenyouanyreasontothinkthatheis

capableofmurder?

Her:Iheardhimonthephone

Isigh

Me:jongaI'llbehonestwithyou.weknowwhat

happenedtoyourhusbandbecausewedidourown

digging.that'stheonlythingthatlinksustohis

death.Mybrotherisnotamurderer,yououtofall

peopleshouldknowthat

Her:thenwhyishecoveringitup?Innocentpeople

don'tcoverthingsup

Me:didyouthinkforasecondthathecouldhave

beentryingtoprotectyou?Mybrotherlovesyou

Simlindile,I'venevercomeacrossamanthatloves

awomanthewayhedoes.ButIguessyouarestill



stuckontheillusionofthatmarriageyouhadwith

Ngcobo.Mamelaifyouaregoingtohurtmybrother,

ratherlethimgobecausehereallydoesn'tdeserve

youdoubtinghimlikethis.Youneedtostepback

andtakealookatthelifeyouhavenowand

compareittothelifeyouhadwithyourhusband

andI'mnottalkingaboutmoney

Shefreezesonthespotforafewsecondsthen

startscryingagain.Ineedtogetoutofhere,

Sambuloneedstocomedealwiththisemotional

personofhisbecauseIreallycan't.

I'mstartingtothinkthatidiotbrotherofminewould

reallyscrewhislifeoverifIweretojusttakeastep

backandwatch.SadlyIlovethatfooltoomuchto

watchhimspiraloutofcontrol

Her:Ijustthought...OhgoshIneedtotalktohim.at

leasthearhimout

Me:whichiswhatyoushouldhavedonefromthe

beginning.BynowyoushouldknowhowSambulo



takesrejection,hedoesnttakeitwell.yougotangry

athimwithoutGivinghimachancetoexplain

Her:IwasupsetSabelo

Me:upsetoverwhat?Assumptionsyoucreated

fromaonesidedphonecall?NomanSimlindile,

that'snothowawomanofyourcalabardealswith

problems.

IcouldtellthatIhitanervebutshehastoknow

thatthewayshedealswiththingswon'tgether

veryfarwithmybrother.Shewalksout,claimingto

gofindSambuloupstairssotheycantalk.Icall

Thandisowecangetgoingbeforeitgetstoolate.

Wesayourgoodbyestomyparentsandleave

Me:thisdayhasbeenadrag

Thandi:anemotionalrollercoaster

Me:don'tinvolveyourselfintheirbusiness.Let

themsortouttheirownshit

Her:Simiismyfriend.Ican'tjustnotbetherefor



her

Womenlovecallingtheirmeddlingbydifferent

names.Idecidetoletherbebutshemustnotpull

thoseSimlindilestuntsonme,Iwillleavehercrying.

Iplacemyhandonherthighandshechuckles

Me:whatIneedrightnowisashowerandtofall

asleepwithmyhandplayingwithyourboobs

Her:that'sreallytemptingbabybutIcan'tsleep

over

Me:whynot?

Her:Onkewantsustohavedrinkswithhis

colleaguesandtheirwives

Iremovemyhandfromherthighandholdthe

steeringwheelwithbothhands.Pissedoffdoesn't

evenbegintodescribehowIfeelrightnowand

judgingbyhersilence,sheknowsI'mangrytoo.I

drivestraighttoherhouseandparkatmyusual



spot

Her:youcan'tbemadatmeaboutthisSabelo.you

knowI'mstillwithOnke

Me:enjoyyournightThandi

Shesighs

Her:Sabelocomeon

Me:howlongareyougoingtokeepthisup?Orare

youtryingtobethenextKaraboMorokawiththe

wholepolyandrything

Her:that'snotfair

Me:andmehavingtoshareyouwiththatidiotis

fair?Yousaidyouneededtimesoyoucanbreakup

withhimnicelyandIgaveyouthatbutinsteadof

endingthatjokeofarelationship,youseemtobe

enjoyinghavingyourbreadbutteredonbothsides



IthoughtI'dbeabletohandlethisbutIcan't.Ilove

her,IreallydobutIlovemysanitytooandthisthing

isdrivingmecrazy

Her:soyouwanttowalkoutagain?

Me:Iwantyoutomakeupyourmind.Ican'tshare

youanymoresoyouhavetochoose.Eithermeor

birdflu

Her:I'mwithyouaren'tI?

Me:yetyoucan'tgohomewithmebecauseyou

havetogoentertainpeoplewithanotherman.How

doyouthinkitmakesmefeeltoknowthathe'llbe

kissingyou,touchingyouandprobablyfuckingyou

tonight?IloveyouThandi,GodknowsIdobutthis

isalot

Shesighsbeforenodding.Icantellthatsheis

gettingtearyandIhatethat.Iamnottryingtohurt

her



Her:idon'ttrustyouwithmyheart.youhurtme

Sabelo

Me:youdon'ttrustme?Sowhatarewedoinghere?

Her:Iloveyou

Me:yetyoudon'ttrustme.Isthatwhyyoustillhave

birdfluaround?Isheyoursafetynet?

Shehuffs

Her:Sabelo

Hervoicecomesoutasalmostawhisper

Me:Ihavetogo.you'llcallmewhenyou'vemade

yourdecision

SheisdisappointedbutI'mhurt.Tohavesomeone

youlovetellingyouthattheydon'ttrustyoujust



hurts.itdrainsalltheenergyinme.Shetriestokiss

mebutIpullawayandshesighsagainbutdoesn't

sayanything.InsteadshegetsoutthecarandI

driveoff.Ididmypart,IfoughtforherbutIcan't

fightalone.Ican'tbetryingtomoveastationary

wall.Onmywayhome,IcallSisanda.Ireallydon't

feellikebeingalonetonight

Sisa:thisisasurprise.Heydaddy

Me:heybaby.itsbeenawhile.uright?

Her:I'mgoodandyou?

Me:I'dbesomuchbetterifIsawyou

Shegiggleslikethechildsheis

Her:nexttimedaddy,I'mnotevenintheprovince.

I'llbebackintwoweeks

Me:youarewithaman



Shegigglesagain

Her:yeahyoucouldsaythat.I'llcallyouwhenI'm

back

Me:alright.enjoyyourself

Ihungup.Ireallydon'tfeellikesleepingalone

tonightbutitseemslikeIwon'thaveachoicebutto

dojustthat.WhenIgettothehouse,Idecidetocall

Sambulo.Hehasbeentooquiet.thePhonegoes

straighttovoicemail.Mxmlekaka.Itakeashower,

grababeerthenswitchtheTVon.Itsgoingtobea

longnightforme

ICANSAVEMYSELF

*45*

<Slindile>

Myboyfriendisfromahugefamily,likeseriously

therearetoomuchofthesepeopleandtheyareall

justrich.Theyarethedefinitionofgenerational

wealthandtheyarenotafraidtoshowit.It'shis



auntanduncle's40thweddinganniversarysowe

areallgatheredinthelittletownofRichardsBay.I

reallydon'tunderstandwhybillionaireswouldwant

tolivehere,itjustmakesnosensetomebutthen

againhalfthethingsrichpeopledodon'tmake

sensetoanyone.I'mchillingwithUsithandileinthe

backyardbythepond.SheistheonlyfemaleI'm

closewithatthisplace

Usi:Ineedtogiveyouaheadsup

Me:on?

Her:yourman'sexishere

I'veheardbitsandpiecesaboutAngelaDlamini,the

famousexbutI'veneverseenasinglephotoofher.

Apparentlysheismyman'shighschoolsweetheart.

HonestlyI'mnotbotheredortouchedbyher

existence.WhenwasNtandoinhighschool?The

manisapproachinghismid30snow



Me:why?

Her:sheismarriedtoouruncle'sstepson

Me:babeswhatuncle?Whatstepson?

Her:MpiloisuncleSbani'sstepson.Angelaand

Mpiloaremarried

Me:oh.I'mnotevenbothered,therearesomany

peoplehere,Iprobablywon'tevenseeher

Thiscelebrationisn'tformal,itmorelikeonebig

familyreunion.ThefamousZungu'sarehereand

shametheHadebe'sarealsorepresentedabit.I

don'tknowwheremymanisbutI'mhungrynow

andthesmellofbraaingmeatisn'tmakingmylife

anyeasier.

Me:pleasefindyourbrotherforme.I'mhungry

Her:letmeseeifIcan'torganizeyousomething.

Oyintandowon'tleavethatcircleofmenheiswith,I

knowmybrother



Igrunt.Imisshimanditseemsasifhehas

forgottenaboutme.WhenUsileavesI'mjoinedby2

ladieswhointroducethemselvesasAyaand

Simphiwe.SimphiweisOyintando'scousinandAya

isSimphiwe'ssisterinlaw'ssister.Complicated,I

knowbutIdidsaythisfamilyishuge

Aya:whenaretheyreleasingthealcoholguys?My

throatfeelscrunchy

Simphiwe:crunchy?Ayawillyoueverstopdrinking

likeyouliveinthedesertthough?

Aya:never.alcoholisnice.Thepartylifeisgreat

andI'mnotspendinganyone'smoney.Iwentto

varsityforsuchluxuries

Thisgirlismyspiritanimal.Shegetsthisandsheis

flowingwithit.IspotKuhleatadistanceandwave

forhimtocometome.Ihaven'tspottedZah

anywhereandIwon'task.angithiwhenIask,Iget



comparedtomymotherinlaw

Kuhle:youlooklikeyouarelackingsavannahin

yoursystem

Ilaugh.thisguy

Me:organizephelamuntuwami

Him:areyousureyouwanttobesippingadult

beveragesinfrontofyourinlaws?Phelathisisnot

yourhousemakoti

Me:FokofmahnKuhle

Hestartslaughingbeforeextendinghisarmforme

totake.IgetupandAyagetsuptoo.Iswearbythe

timeIleave,thisgirlwillbemybestfriend

Simphiwe:Usiiscomingwithfood



Me:we'llbeback.Justkeepherandthefoodhere

AyaisonKuhle'srightsidewithherarmhookedon

hisandI'montheleftwithmyarmhooked.heis

enjoyingthisbecauseheisgettinglooksfromhis

cousinsandtheircousins

Kuhle:youseethatguyoverthere?

Heispointingataguywearingdenimshorts,a

basketballjerseyandsneakers.Helookslike

Simphiwejustobviouslyhotterbecauseheisaman.

DidImentionthatthesepeoplearerichand

gorgeous?Itsridiculous

Aya:Kuhledon't

Kuhlestartslaughing



Me:spill

Kuhle:that'sZonqoba,Simphiwe'stwinbrother.Aya

overherehashadthebiggestcrushontheguy

sinceshewas14

Me:what?Didyougethimthough?

Ayashakesherhead

Kuhle:that'sthefunnypart.hersistermarried

Nqoba'sbrothersonowshecan'tdateNqoba

becausetheyarefamily

Me:yourfamilyisonsomeboldandthebeautiful

tip

Wecontinuewalkingandhavingacrazy

conversation.Ispotmymanatadistance,heis

sittinginacirclewithotherguysandthereisa

calabashinthemiddle.Helookssorelaxedwithhis

shirtfoldedattheSleevesandhistiresandalson.

Hespotsmethenblowsmeakiss.Thebutterflies



thatfillmystomachareundescribablebutIwinkat

himandwalkrightpast

Aya:there'sMpilo

Kuhle:ohshit

Me:what?

Kuhle:nothing.Let'sgointhehouse,I'msurethere

isalcoholinthere

Me:butthecoldroomsarerightthere

Thereisacouplestandingwhereweare

approaching.Theguyiscolouredwithblue-green

eyes,shortfadeandthebodyofasportsman.The

ladyisabitdark,gorgeousbody,bigeyesandan

afro.Sheisperfection.Sheisshortandjustright

nje.Sheisayesesandahalf.IfIwasaguy,I'd

probablybemackingonheraswellspeak

Lady:Kuhle,heystranger



OKwhoissheandhowdoessheknowKuhle?

Kuhle:Ayanda.Hey

TheyshareahugthenKuhleshakeshandswiththe

guy.I'mlefttwiddlingmythumbsbecauseIdon't

knowthesepeople

Ayanda:Ihaven'tseenyouinages

Guy:itsbeenawhilebruh

Kuhle:youknowhowlifegetsguysbutyouguys

aregood?

Guy:yeahwearegood.

Theguyturnstome.Iprobablyhavemyboredface

onrightnowandI'mnottryingtohideit



Guy:ohlookatusbeingrude.I'mLethimpilo

SimmonsandthisismywifeAngela.wellKuhle's

familycallherAyanda

Andthenitcomesbacktome.Thisisher.Theex.

Thehighschoolsweetheart.Sheisgorgeous.Nah

scratchthat.sheisfreakengorgeousandI'm

crushingonherbutsheismyman'sex.Ishould

hateherright?ButhowcanI?Shedoesthedamn

things

Kuhle:thisisSli,Oyintando'sGirlfriend

Ismilesheepishly.Angelasmilesatme,thatsmile

doesn'tlookfake

Angela:it'sgreattomeetyouSli.Youarebeautiful

Me:likewise.Soareyou



Kuhledragsmeawayfromtheawkwardnessafter

introshavebeenmade.Idon'tunderstandwhy

Me:Iforgethowmuchdramayouhave

Kuhle:Idon'thavedrama.Ijustdon'twantyour

boyfriendonmycase

HegetstwocarrierpacksofSavannahanda6pack

ofhuntersgoldthenwewalkbacktoourspot.I'm

stilltryingtodecipherwhathesaid.Whywould

Ntandobeonhiscaseaboutmebeingaroundhis

ex?

Therestofthedaygoesbyrathernicely.Ihadtwo

dumpiesthenlostallinterestinalcoholbutmygirl

Usiwasgoinginhard

Usi:Simbongehasbeentryongtoreachme

Me:Ihopeyou'vebeenignoringhim

Her:ofcourseIhave.afterIfoundoutthatheused



todateThandi'sstepmom,Ilostinterest.Hestill

lefthiswifethough

Me:homewrecker

Shelaughsbeforedowningherhunters.Atthis

pointI'mtiredandwanttogohome.IcallNtando

buthedoesn'tanswer.Itryhimagainandnothing

soIdecidetogolookforhim.Hissisterisstill

ramblingtoAya,whoisalsonicelydrunk.Ispot

Ntandobyatreeatadistance.Heistalkingto

Angela.Iquicklyswallowthelumpthat'sgrowing

onmythroatasIapproachthem.Hedoesn'tsee

mebecausehehashisbacktowardsmydirection

butAngelaseesme

Me:Lalacanwegohome?I'mtired

Heturnsaround,Ican'treadtheexpressiononhis

facebuthelookstense.Heclearshisthroatbefore

smilingjustabit



Ntando:youaretired?

Me:yeahplusImissyou

Him:Imissyoutoolala

Hewrapshisonearmaroundmywaistandpulls

metowardshimthenkissesmyforehead.Angela

standstherestaringatus.Sheclearsherthroat

beforesmiling

Angela:youlookhappyNtando

Ntando:Iamhappy

Shestayssmiling

Angela:that'sallIeverwantedforyou.Tobehappy

despitethewaythingsendedbetweenus



IhatethatI'mhereforthisconversationbutreally,

I'mtired.Sheeventuallyreadsbetweenthelines

andleaves.Ntandofollowsmetothecarinsilence.

I'mnotevensayinggoodbyetoanyone.Ijustneed

togetoutofhere.Ifeelingdrained

Ntando:Slindile

Me:Oyintandoyenkosi

Hesighs.Hehasn'tstartedthecarandIfeelhis

eyesonme.I'mabouttocry.Idon'tknowwhybut

I'mfeelingquiteoverwhelmedandemotionalright

now

Him:Iwouldn'tdothattoyou

Ihaven'tsaidanythingbutheknowshowI'mfeeling

andwhatI'mthinking.That'showmuchheknows

me



Him:sheismypast.Youaremynowandforever

Me:sheisbeautiful

Him:andsoareyou.Don'tcompareyourselftoher.

Youarenother,you'llneverbeherandthat'swhyI

loveyou.ItsyouthatIbelongto.

ICANSAVEMYSELF
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<Simlindile>

Itsbeenamonthandnoonehasheardanything

fromSambulo.NotevenSabeloknowswhereheis

andI'mgoingoutofmymindwithstress.I've

gottentothepointwherebyIcan'ttakecareofthe

girlsanymoresotheyarewithGuguandLoyiso.I

seethemeverydaybutmyheartisn'tinit.Imiss

theirfather,ijustwishhewouldswitchhisphone

onandletmeknowthatheisOK.Iwakeup,itsa

TuesdayandIdon'twanttogetoutofbed.Mybody

feelstired,mymindisdefeatedandwhatwillIeven

dowithmyselfifIgetoutofbed?IthinkifIknew



thatheisOKthenIwouldn'tworrysomuch.Ilay

awake,starringattheceiling.Imisshimsomuch

thatithurts.Icrymyselftosleeponlytowakeup

withpuffyeyesandamassiveheadache.I'mwoken

upbythehardknockonmybedroomdoor.

Me:what?

Sabelo:areyoudecent?

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Him:areyoudecent?Yesorno?

Me:justcomein

Thedooropensslowlybeforehewalksin.Heisin

navychinosandalightblueshirt.Heisprobably

comingfromwork.Hehasbeencheckingonme

everydayforthepastmonth,idon'tknowwhy

becauseIdon'tneedhim

Him:haveyoueaten?Iboughtribs



Iignorehimandstartpressingmyphone.Idon't

likebeingaroundhim,everythingabouthim

remindsmeofSambulo.

Him:Simlindileyouneedtogetittogether

Me:voetsek.Whydon'tyouleavemealone

Him:leaveyoualonesothatyoucanselfdestruct?

UnlikeyouIactuallycareaboutmydaughtersand

theyneedtheirmother.that'swhyI'mhereeveryday

tryingtogetyoutogetoverthislittlepitypartyyou

arehaving

Ifightthetearsastheythreatentorolldownmy

eyes.Ireallydon'tlikeSabelo,helacksallthe

componentsonhowtobeahumanbeing.This

facadeofhismustrequirequitealotofenergy

Me:leavemealoneSabelo



Him:no.Getyourselfcleanedup,wearetakingthe

girlstothepark

Me:theyaretwomonthsold,theydon'tgotothe

park

Him:justgetcleanedupwhileImakeyoufood

Hedoesn'tevenaskifIwanttogowithhimorifI

wantfood.HejustdictatesbecauseheisSabelo

Smithafterallandthewholeworldoweshim

something.Hewalksoutmybedroomandaftera

whileIgetoutofbed.IwantedtolookforSambulo

buttheystoppedme.Hisparentsassuredmethat

heisfine,asiftheyknowwhereheis.Idon'ttrust

them,theyarehidingsomething.AnywayIgetout

ofbed,opentheslidingdoorandtheblindsthen

takeashower.itsasifIcanfeelhispresenceright

herebutIknowitsallinmyhead.Heleft.Hewalked

outonmeandhisdaughtersjustbecauseI

wouldn'tlethimexplain.AftermyshowerIputon

navysweatpants,awhitetanktopandanavy

bomberjacketwithwhitesneakers.Myhairisa



disasternotevenworthmentioningsoIdecideto

ignoreit.Igrabmyphoneandmakemywaytothe

lounge.Sabeloiswatchingsoccerhighlightswitha

plateonhislapandaglassofcokeonthetable.he

takesonelookatmeandhefrowns

Me:yini?

Him:youaregoingtoleavedressedlikethat?

Itakealookatmyself,Ilookfineandcomfortable.

Whatdoeshewant?

Me:whatswrongwiththewayI'mdressed?

Him:itsuhm...HowdoIputthisinawaythatyou

willunderstandwithoutgettingemotional?

Me:don'tbother.idon'tcare.I'mjustgoingtosee

mykids.Nothingexcitingishappening

Hesighs



Him:yeahbut...

Me:mxmleavemealone

HedishedupformebutI'mnotreallyhungry.Ieat

forthesakeofpeaceandbecausehemightnotlet

megoseemychildrenifIdon'teat.You'dswearI'm

achild.whenI'mdoneeating,Itosstheplatesand

glassesinthesink

Me:areweleavingorwhat?

Him:relax

Thedrivetohisparentshouseisaratherawkward

one.Thecloserwegettothehousethemore

intensehegets.

Me:areyouOK?



Him:yeah

Idropit.Ihavemyownshitgoingon.Wegettothe

housebuthedoesn'tgetoutthecar

Him:go.I'llcomejustnow.Ijustneedtobreathe

InodandWalkawaytowardsthedoor.Idon'tknock

butwalkinandit'stense.Youcanfeelitintheair.I

spotthegirlsinthefloorwithSomilaandLwandiso

Me:heyguys

Lwandisojumpsupandwrapshisarmsaroundme

Lwandiso:heymommy

Me:heybigboy.Wherearethegrandparents?

Somila:intheotherlounge.Theyarewaitingforyou



guysanyway

IwonderwhatsgoingonbutIcan'tevengetaway

becauseThandohasspottedmeandisalready

poutingandwantingtocry.Ipickherup,kissher

littlehandsandshesmilesabit.Idon'twanttotake

hertotheloungebutIalsodon'twanthermakinga

noise

Me:sheissuchaproblem

Somila:andhassomuchattitude.Sheisher

father'sdaughter

Ifeelasharppaininmychestwhenshesaysthat.I

giveThandobacktoheraunt,shecriesobviously

butIwalkaway.IntheloungeIfindSambulo's

parentsandhisfather'stwin

Me:Sanibona



TheygreetbackandIsitdown.Itsevenmoretense

inthislittleroom.Sabelowalksinaswellandsits

nexttome.I'mstartingtogettheimpressionthat

theyallknowwhywearehereandI'mjusttheonly

oneleftinthedark

Qhawe:SimlindileI'mSambulo'sotherfather

Inod.ThisisthefirsttimeweofficiallymeetbutI've

heardallabouthim

Qhawe:thereasonwe'vecalledyouheretodayisto

talkaboutSambulo.LoyisoandIhavemanagedto

findhim

Me:youfoundhim?

I'mabitshockedmorethananythingbecauseif

theyfoundhim,whyisn'thehere?Qhawenodsthen



shiftshisgazetoSabelowhohashadhishead

loweredsincehewalkedin.Afterawhilehelooksat

histwinbrotherwhonodsandtakesover

Loyiso:ithasrecentlycometomyattentionthat

youwerenotmadawareofSambulo'scondition

Ifrown.asfarasiknow,Sambulodoesn'thavea

condition

Loyiso:Sambulowasdiagnosedwithdepression

whenhewas16andsexualaddictionwhenhewas

18

Me:Idon'tunderstand.Sambuloisn'tsexually

addicted.Hedoesn'thavedepression

Sabelo'sheadlifts.Hehastearsinhiseyes.This

can'tbehappening.Sabeloandcrying?Never



Sabelo:hehashaditundercontroloverthepast2

andahalfyears.Havingyouinhislifehashelped

withthedepressionandasforthesexualaddiction,

aftervarsityheseekedhelp.Hedealswiththings

differently.Hesweepsthingsunderthecarpet,

keepshisemotionsbottledupuntilheexplodes

Gugu:andhehasexploded.hehasrelapsed

Thisinformationthat'sbeingthrownmywaykeeps

confusingmemoreandmoreeverytimesomeone

openstheirmouth.I'vebeenwiththisguyfortwo

years,Iwouldhaveseenthesigns.Yeshedoesn't

takerejectionwell,heshutsmeoutifIthreatento

leavebutthatdoesn'tmeanhehasdepression.

Sambuloisahappysoul,ifanythingSabeloisthe

onethatmighthavedepression

Me:Istilldon'tunderstand.Whereishe?Maybehe

canexplaintomewhat'sgoingonbecauseyou

guysarenotmakingsense

Qhawe:SambuloisinCapeTownwithhismother.



Heisgettingthehelpthatheneedsbutyouneedto

understandthatalotofdamagecanhappenina

month.Atthemomentheisn'ttheSambulothatyou

know

Me:Idon'tcare.Ijustwanttoseehim

Theylookateachotherbutnoonesaysanything.

Maybeseeinghimandtalkingtohimwillmake

thingsclearerformebecauserightnow,I'mlost

Sabelo:hedoesn'twanttoseeus.Meandyou

Gugu:youguysneedtounderstandthatwhatever

madehimrelapseisn'tsomethingminorandhe

isn'tgoingtogetbetterovernight.Hefeelsasifhe

disappointedthebothofyouandthat'swhyhe

doesn'twantyoutoseehimwhileheisstilllikethis

Me:andwhatabouthisdaughters?Theyneedtheir

father.Ineedtheirfather

Thetearsarealreadystreamingdownmycheeks.I



wanttobeangryathim.Howdareherunaway

fromus?Howdareherhidehismentalillnessfrom

me?Hepromisedmethatwewouldn'thavesecrets

andyethehidthebiggestonefromme.Sabelogets

upafteralongwhileofsilence.Helooksatmeand

IknowThatlookalltoowell.It'sthesamelookhe

hadafterheandThandilostthebaby.Hehas

snapped

Sabelo:thisisyourfaultSimlindile.Iwarnedyou

aboutthis.Itoldyouthathedoesn'ttakerejection

well,youpushedhimawayandlookwherethathas

ledus.Justbecauseyouwouldn'tletgoofthat

stupidhusbandofyours?WellIkilledhim.You

wantedthetruthright?IkilledhimandI'ddoit

againbecausemybrotherlovesyoubutyouwere

toostupidtothinkforyourself.Callthecopsifyou

wantto,Idon'tgiveashitbutIwantyoutoknow

thatIwillneverforgiveyouifmybrotherdoesn't

comebackfromthis.Markmywords.

ICANSAVEMYSELF
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<Sambulo>

Ididn'tsleepwiththosegirlsbutapartofme

wantedto.IwasfeelingoverwhelmedandasifI'm

suffocating.IjustneededtocomeupforairsoI

kickedthemoutaround2am,tookashowerandhit

theclubs.AtthefirstclubIwentto,Imettwogirls

thatIfuckedinthebathrooms.Icouldfeeltheold

mecomingbackandIwasgettingintriguedand

excitedbyit.IknewIhadlostSimi,notjustasmy

girlfriendbutalsoasthepersonsheloves.I'vebeen

hitwiththerealitythatIcouldneverbegood

enoughforher,shewillalwaysloveNgcobomore

thanshelovesme.Thefactthatshestillrefersto

himasherhusbandgoestoshowhowmuchofa

nonfactorIaminherlife.Aftermynightattheclub,

Isleptfor18hrsstraightandevenwhenIwokeup,I

stayedinbed.Ididn'tseeaneedtogetup,

ngizovukangenzenivele?Ihaven'tswitchedmy

phoneonsinceIgotherewhichwas3daysago.On

the5thdayIdecidedtostopfeelingsorryfor

myselfandgolivemybestlife.Ishowered,woreink



replayjeans,awhiteg-startshirtandanavy

bomberjacketwithblacksneakers.thethingwith

capetownisthatithasfuckedupweatherbutits

wildandfree.JustwhatIneededatthemoment.I

droveouttoV&A,hadalatebreakfastslashearly

lunchthenwalkedaroundaimlessly.

"Sambulo"

IwasshockedmorethananythingbecauseI

figuredcapetownwastheperfecthideawayplace.I

turnedaroundandmyeyeslandedonKendra.

Kendraismysister,wellsortof.SheisSne'schild

withsomeAmericanmanshedated.We'venever

beenclosebuttheladyshewaswithsuredidmake

mysexorganalittlehard.

Me:hey

Kendra:howareyou?



ShewentinforahugandIreturnedit,nottaking

myeyesofftheotherlady'sthighs.Sheiswearinga

blackvelvetjumpsuitandredheels.Herskinlook

softandyellow.Iwanther.Ican'tevenhideit

Kendra:whatareyoudoinghere?Doesmomknow

youarethisside?

Me:letsnotberude,introducemetoyourfriend

Kendra:ohmybad.thisisMihlali,Mimithisismy

brotherSambulo

Iwentinforahug,pressingmyselfhardagainsther.

ShegaspedsoftlyaftershefeltmyerectionIthink.I

plantedasoftkissonherneckwithoutmysister

seeingthenpulledoutofthehug

Me:sowhatareyougirlsupto?

Mihlali:shoppingandlunch.Weareactually

meetingupwithourotherfriends



Me:andwhatareyoudoinglater?

Kendra:noplansyet.Why?

Me:givemeacallwhenyouaredonewith

everything.

ThewholetimeIspoke,myeyeswereonMihlali.

thisgirl'sbodyisexactlywhatI'mlookingfor,I'm

alreadyimaginingallthethingsI'mgoingtodoto

her.italwaysmakesmelaughhowIbecome

SabelowhenI'matmylowestandhowhebecomes

mewhenheisgoingthroughthemostaswell

Kendra:samenumber?

IrememberthatmyphoneisoffandI'mplanning

onkeepingitoffforaslongasI'mstillhere

Me:callSbanisenkanyezihotel,that'swhereI'm

staying



Kendra:okcool.We'lltalklater

Me:pleasedon'ttellyourmotherI'mhere.I'lldeal

withhersomeothertime,justnotnow

Ileftthemandwentbacktomyhotelroom.Inever

thoughtasgrownasiam,I'dfindmyselfdoingthis

again.Thelaptopissetuponthebedinfrontofme,

thelotionisclosebyandI'mnakedonthebedwith

anerectpenis.Icumhalfwaythroughthefirstvideo

thentakeanap.Thethingwithsexaddictionisthat

youwanttocumallthetime,Ieventhinkthecorrect

termforitshouldbeorgasmaddictionbecauseits

neveraboutthesex,itsalwaysabouttheendresult.

I'velostcountonhowmanytimesinadayI've

masturbatedsinceIgothere.

WhenIwakeup,itsaround4pmandI'mhungrysoI

callroomservicebeforehoppingintheshower.I

ruboneoutbeforegettingouttheshowerthenchill

withjustatowelaroundmywaist.I'mnotagym

freakbutplayingallthosesportsbackinthedaydid

helpbecauseIhavetheabsandaleanbody.My



foodisbroughtByaguy.Whatabummer.Itiphim

thenheleaves.

I'vetriedmybestnottothinkaboutSimlindilewhile

I'mherebutsheownsmyheartandwithevery

screwupIaddtotheoneIleftinDurban,theguilt

keepseatingatme.Ikeephavingtoremindmyself

thatshedoesn'twantme.Shehatesmesomuch

thatshecouldn'tevenheremeout.2yearsintoour

relationship,2childrenlaterandI'mstillleasingher

heart.WhatanidiotIam.

WhenKendra'scallcomesthrough,Igetexcited

again.SheinvitesmetoMihlali'sflatwheretheyare

drinkingandhavingabraai.Theirotherfriendsare

alsothere,wearingclosetonothingandIswearI've

diedandgonetoheaven.

Kendra:that'sNosi,AkhonaandLebo.Guysthisis

mybrotherSambulo

Itwasachilledsetup,Ihadwinewiththegirlsand

theconversationwaslightandfun.Kendrapassed



outbeforeeveryoneandwasmovedtooneofthe

bedrooms.Idon'tremembermuchofwhat

happenednextbutIdorememberLebo'smouth

aroundmydickatsomepointandMihlaliridingmy

face.ThefuckeduppartisthatIhadnocondoms

butIwastoodrunkandtoohornytocare.Ihadsex

withallfourofthemandwepassedoutnakedon

oneofthecouches.

ThenextdayIwaswokenupbyaloudvoice

shoutingalloverthelounge.Ihadtoblinkacouple

oftimesbeforeIformedthefigureinfrontofme.

Me:shit

That'sallIcouldsayasshecontinuedshouting

Sne:whatareyoutryingtohide?BoyIgavebirthto

you,Iknowyoufromheadtotoe

IshotadeathstareatKendrawhileIpulledmy



briefsup.LuckilytheywerenottoofarfromwhereI

was

Kendra:Ihadtocallher.You'verelapsed

Me:andhowthefuckisthatanyofyourbusiness

Sne:don'ttalktoyoursisterlikethat.Whatthehell

hasgottenintoyou?Lookatyourself

Me:fuckyouboth.Nxa

Ifoundmyjeansandputthemonwhilethegirls

rushedaroundfindingtheirclothes

Sne:isthishowyouwantyourlifetobenow?

Me:Snephumakimiplease.Youknownothing

aboutmylife.nothing.Sodon'tfuckenannoyme

Sne:I'mnotgoingtoletyoudestroyyourlife

Sambulo.youaremysonandIwouldn'tforgive

myselfifIletyougobacktothat



Ilaugh.Snecan'thelpherselfishnessanymore.it

hasbecomeapartofher

Sne:I'mcallingyourfather

Ifroze.I'mnotafraidofmyfatherbutIhate

disappointinghim.Thiswoulddisappointhimtoa

pointofnoreturn

Me:don't

Sne:fixyourselfSambulo.youconqueredthisand

youcandoitagain

Me:Ihavenoreasonto.

Sne:ifnotforyourselfbutforyourdaughters

IrememberedthepromisesImadetomydaughters

whentheywereborn.ThatI'llalwaysbetherefor



themandthatIwon'tbecomethepeoplethatraised

mebutlookatmerightnow.Posterboyforbroken

promises.AtfirstIdidn'twanttogotorehabbut

eventuallyIagreed,providedthatSnewon'ttellmy

familyandwillmakesurethatSabeloand

Simlindiledon'tseemelikethis.IstayedinCape

Townfor6monthsbeforeIwasdischargedand

flewbackhome.Duringmystay,myrelationship

withSnetookaturnforthebetter.wegottoknow

eachotherandasmuchasI'mnotabouttogiveher

themotheroftheyearaward,Ihaveforgivenher.

Shakaistheonepickingmeupfromtheairportand

I'msurprisedtoseehimwithSomila

Somila:bhuti

ShewrapsherarmsaroundmeandIsqueezeher

tightly.I'vemissedmybabysister.Ilefthome

7monthsago,mydaughterswere2monthsoldat

thetime



Me:howareyou?

IturntoShaka

Me:ugrandndoda?

Somila:I'mgood,justreallymissedyou.Dadtoldus

thatyouweresickandthat'swhyyouwereaway

Shaka:yeah.I'mgoodbhuti.Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'llbefineguys.IthoughtSabelowouldbehere

Theybothlookateachotherandsigh

simultaneously.Somethingiswrong

Me:guys

Shaka:let'sjustgohome.theparentswilltellyou

everything.evenwedon't'knowthedetailsofitall

Somila:yeahmomanddadstilltreatuslike

children



IknowiftheySaytheydon'tknowanything,they

reallydon't
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<Sabelo>

Howcanmylifecompletelyturnupsidedownina

spaceof7months?IfIcouldgobackintime,I'dgo

backtothedaymybrothermetSimlindileand

changeitcompletely.I'venevermetamoreselfish

andungratefulpersoninmylifeandtothinkwe

wentthroughsuchgreatlengthstosaveherstupid

lifeandthisishowsherepaysme.I'minjailright

nowbecauseofher.I'mstillawaitingtrialbutthe

factthatIwasdeniedbailgoestoshowhowmuchI

don'tstandachanceatbeingacquittedforthis

bullshit.Idon'tevencarethatSambuloisn'there,

yesI'mstillverymuchangryathimforrunning

awaybutheismybrotherandnoungratefulwoman

couldeverchangethat.I'vebeenherefor6months



andasmuchasIhavethemoneyandthepowerto

makethisallgoaway,Iwanttostickitoutuntil

Sambulogetsback.I'mhopinghewillsee

Simlindileforwhatsheisandcuttieswithher.I

havemyownlittleVIProomatthisplacesolifeisn't

sotough.Mydaddoesn'tseemtounderstandwhy

I'mstickingthisthroughbutIjusthaveto.Inthe

past6monthsThandigotpregnantagainbutshe

doesn'tknowwhothefatherofthechildisbetween

OnkeandI.Shehasn'tbeenmuchofavisitorhere

butfromwhatI'veheard,Onkedidn'tstickaround

aftershetoldhimthebabycouldbemine.My

relationshipwithherisasgoodasover,I'vereally

triedandIguessitsjustnotmeanttobe.Ifthechild

ismine,I'llsupportmychildbutasformeandher,I

don'tthinkthat'ssomethingshestillwants.She

lovesmebutshedoesn'twantme.Mycousinwalks

inmycellandIsitup

Oyandisa:guesswhoisheretoseeyou

Me:Idon'tknowhowtoguessMzala



Hechuckles

Him:hereisahint.Helooksexactlylikeyou

Iliterallyjumpedoffthebed

Me:thatmotherfuckerisback

Him:yepandheismoreconfusedthanever.

apparentlyhelandedtwohoursago

Me:bringhimin

Hewalksoutandafterafewminuteshewalksin

withthisidiotIsharedawombwithhim.youwould

thinkI'dbeangryathimbutI'mnot.I'mjusthappy

heisOK.Weshareahug.I'vemissedhim

Me:uyikakasaan



Helaughs

Sambulo:Iexpectedthatfromyou.

Oyandisa:letmeleaveyouguys.Welcomeback

mzala.Hopefullyyoucanconvincethisidiottostop

thisfoolishness

HewalksoutafterpattingSambulo'sshoulder.I

stareatmybrotherforalongtimewithasmileon

myface

Me:yawenasaan

Him:ufunanilanabruh

Me:ugrandngoku?

Hesighs,keepsquietforawhilethennods



Me:usungumntanakaSne?

Him:phumalapho.Starttalking.Whyareyouin

here?

Me:SimlindilejoinedforceswithNgcobo'sbrother

andhadmearrested

Him:huh?Whatdoyoumeanjoinedforces?

Ilaugh.thisidiothasnoideawhathasbeen

happeningoverthepast7months

Me:youheardme.ItoldherIkilledNgcoboandshe

rantohisbrotherlessthan24hrslater

Him:wow.Ican'tbelievethis

Me:shetookthegirlstoo.Apparentlyourfamily

isn'tasafeenvironmentforthem

Him:what?!NomanSabeloslowdown

HesitsdownwhileIremainstanding.Hebettertake



thisinveryquicklybecauseweneedaplanof

actionasinyesterday

Me:sheleft,tookthegirlstohermotherandleft

town.Mamahasbeentryingtoseethemfor

monthsbutSimlindile'smotherrefuses

Him:whenareyougettingoutofhere?Weneedto

findSimlindile

Me:uphambene.Thisisyourchancetoescapethat

girl.Shehasbroughtnothingbutdramainyourlife

sincedayone.Fetchthegirlsandbedonewithher

HeopenshismouthbutIquicklycuthimoff

Me:don'tfuckentellmethatyouloveher.She

betrayedussofuckwhateveryouthinkyoufeelfor

her.Getoverit

Him:youdon'tgetit

Me:don'tforcemetomakeyouchoosebecauseI



will.therearetonsofgirlsintheworld,oneswithno

abusivehusbandsandonesthatdon'tneed

rescuing.Normalgirls

Hedidn'tsayanythingafterthat.Ispentanother

weekinthecellsbeforethedocket"disappeared".

SambulostillHasn'tfetchedthegirlsandhonestly,I

don'tknowwhatmoretosaytohim.Whenweget

home,thedadssitusdown.Myolderbrothers

OlwamiandOnamiarehereaswell

DadQ:doyouguysrealisethattheworldowesyou

nothing?

Ikeepquiet.

Dad:thebothofyouareselfish.Wena

HelooksatSambulo



Dad:whatthehellwasthat?Igetthatyouneeded

timeoffbut7monthsisridiculous.Timedoesn't

standstill,whatdidyouthinkwasgoingtohappen?

YougotoCapetownforafewmonths,fucka

coupleofgirlsandblameitonsomedisorder?

Mama:Loyisodon't.Don'tbringyourignoranceinto

this

Dadtakesapausethensighs

Dad:ImightnotunderstandyourdisordersbutI

hatethattheymakeyouselfish.AndwenaSabelo

Heisevenpointingatme

DadQ:wenauyaphambanastraight.Thereisno

disorder,youareplaincrazy.Youhavedrama

beyondwords.I'msittingheredisciplining30year



oldmenwhenIshouldbeinmyhouseenjoyinglife

I'mnotgoingtosayanything.Iwillnotaddonto

thisalreadyridiculousconversation

Mama:Sambulowhenareyoufetchingthegirls?

Sambulo:angazmama.I'llgoseethemlatertoday.

maybeSimlindile'smotherwillknowhowandwhere

Icanfindher

Me:golookingforthatwomanandmeandyouare

done.SheputmeinjailSambulo

Sambulo:IloveherSabelo.Ineedher

Sabelo:loveisastupidgameplayedbyfools.you

don'tneedthatwoman,justfetchthegirlsandwe

willraisethemthesamewaywe'veraisedLwandiso

Henoddedandthatwasthat.ThenextdayOlwami

andOnamiaccompaniedustofetchthegirls.

Simlindile'smotherwasn'thappyaboutitbutatthe



endofthedayThandoandKhanyaareSmith

childrenandtheybelongwithus.IttookSimlindile3

daystobargeintomyparentshousedemanding

herkids.IleftthemomentIheardhervoice.Ican't

standthesightofher.Igetinmycar,reverseout

theyardwhiledialingThandi'snumber.She

answersafter5rings

Thandi:hmm

Me:ulele?

Her:yeah.Babyhasdrainedmyenergy.I'm

exhaustedreally

Me:askies.Wantmetocomegiveyouabackrub?

ShelaughsandIfindmyselfsmiling.Sheturns

downmybackrubsoIdecidetogotoMcDonald's.

I'mhungryanyway.SinceI'minnorush,Iparkand

getinside.ItspackedandIfindmyselfstanding

behindsomegirlinthecue.Sheturnsaround,

stealsaglanceatmethelooksaheadagain.She



doesthisrepeatedlyandIjustpretendnottosee

her.iplacemyorderthenfindaseatatthenearest

emptytable

"Hey"

Ilookupanditsthesamegirlagain

Me:sho

Her:canItakeaseat?

Iindicatewithmyhandthatshecansitdown.She

extendsherarm

Her:Iminathi

Ishakeherhand



Me:Sabelo

*1yearlater*

Thandigavebirthtoababyboy8monthsago.No

DNAtestwasrequired,that'showstrongmygenes

are.WenamedhimUlwaziseIyaziSmith.Heisthe

mostbeautifulboyintheworldandnowheisthe

mostdroolingboyintheworld.ThandiandIareco

parentingandithasn'tbeeneasybutitsbeen

effective.Atfirstshedidn'twantImiaroundIyazi

butafterawhileshegotoverit.Iminathineh...Well

thegirlshothershotandscored.Shehasbeen

everythingIneverthoughtIneededbutnowI

realizesheiswhatmylifehasbeenmissing.Sheis

deservingofthismanthatIamnow,thehealed

manandthemanthatknowswhatitmeanstolove

andbeloved.Shegraduatedlastyearat23years

old.I'm7yearsolderthanherbutboydoesshekeep

meonmytoes.I'mhappythough.



Me:MaMntungwawami

I'monthephonewithImiandIcanhearthesmilein

hervoice.shestayswithherparentssinceshe

doesn'thaveajobyetbutsheiswithmeevery

weekend

Imi:youaretryingtoturnmepink?

Ichuckle

Me:ngyakthandanje.How'syourdaygoing?

Her:itsOK.I'vebeenonlinethewholedaylooking

forjobsandsendingoutmyCV

Me:somethingwillcomeupbaby.Jongasthandwa

sami,IwanttofetchIyazithisweekendandspend

timewithhim.Idon'tknowifyouareupforThator

doyouwanttocomethroughnextweekend

Her:I'dlovetobaebutyouknowhowhismotheris.



Idon'twanttobesteppingontoes
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<Slindile>

Itsbeenayearandsevenmonthssincethe

anniversarythingatmyboyfriend'saunt'shouse

andwowitsurefeelslikealifetime.Weare

engagedsoiguessIshouldrefertohimasmy

fiancebuthewasmyboyfriendforsolong,I'm

havingtroublelettinggoofthetitle.Notonlyarewe

engagedbutI'mpregnant...again.It'sfunnyhowlife

worksandmylifeisquitethecomedyshow.Itturns

outthatduringtheanniversarything,Iwasalready

twomonthspregnant.Ihadnoideabutnowthati

thinkaboutit,itexplainsalotwithregardstomy

emotionsandmyfatigue.Whenwefoundout,

neitheroneofuswashappy.Ithinkwebothjust

expectedhistorytorepeatitself.Aftertwo

miscarriages,wedidn'thaveitinustobehopeful

Me:its24weekstoday



Ntando:andyouareOK?

Me:physicallyyes,emotionallyI'minshambles.

Whatifwelosethisoneaswell?

Him:6monthsislongerthanwecamewiththe

othertwo

Me:don'tgettooattachedLala,westillhave3

monthstogoandalotcanhappenin3months

Hesighedthenslowlyremovedhishandfrom

alreadyhugebelly.Hewasslowlygettingexcited

aboutthis,Iontheotherhandamtryingtostayas

detachedaspossible.Hislittlekicksmakeitalmost

impossiblebutI'mtrying.Wefoundoutthesexon

ourlastappointmentandthat'swhenIrealizedhow

muchOyintandowantsthis.3monthslaterIgave

birthtoahealthybabyboywith10toesand12

fingers.yephehadextrapinkiesbuttheywere

removedbeforeweleftthehospital.That'swhenI

realizedhowspecialmysonwas.Myrainbowbaby

andwhatagorgeouschocolatebabyheis.His

father'sphotocopy.



Ntando:momnamedhimCebolikaJesu

Me:Ihateit

Helaughs.heknowsI'mnotjoking.I'mgreatfulto

GodformysonbutI'mnotnamingmysonaftera

Drakesong.God'splanmightaswellbeJesus's

plantoo

Him:whatdoyouwanttonamehim?Canyou

actuallybelievethatheishere?wehaveachildlala.

ourchild.aftersolong

Ismile.Hecan'tevenhidehisexcitement.Heis

happyandthat'sallIeverwantforhim

Me:helookslikeyou

Him:Hadebegenesplusyoucloseyoureyesduring

sex,Idon't



Me:pleasedon'tstartwithyourtheories.Yourson

needsaname

Him:LonwaboXhantiHadebe

Ilikethem.especiallyXhanti.ithasastrong

meaningandperfectlydescribesourtinyhuman.

Thatwasayearago.TodayXhantiisturningone

andI'mpregnantagain.WhenItoldNtandothatI'm

pregnantagain,hepoppedthequestion

immediatelyandIsaidyes.Ihonestlyhadno

reasontosayno.

ForthepastyearI'vebeenallaboutmysonandhis

father.I'vebeenselfishwithmyselfwhichexplains

thegapinmyrelationshipwithmysister.Sheis

heretodayforhernephew'sbirthdaywithher

daughters,whoare21monthsoldnowandthe

cutestthings

Simi:Ican'tbelieveXhantiisonealready.Wheredid

thetimego?



Istareatmymiraclewhoisbeingtossedintheair

byhisuncle.Heseemslikesuchahappybaby

Me:Iknowright.andsoonthisonewillbehereand

I'llnevergetmylifeback.IthinkNtandowantsme

tokeeppoppingbabies

Her:helovesyouthoughandhehasalwaysbeen

honestwithyou

Icanalreadytellwherethisisgoing

Me:haveyouguystalkedsincehecameback?

Sheshakesherhead

Her:heaskedifIreallygothisbrotherarrestedand

whenIsaidyes,hesaidwearedone.Hewouldn't



letmeexplain.

Me:itsbeenayearSimlindile.youguysloveeach

other,youhavetotalkaboutthisandmoveon.You

werebothwrong

Her:I'vetriedreachingouttohim.Hedoesn'teven

comecollectthegirls,hesendsShaka.Hedoesn't

wanttobeinthesameroomasI.

Shepausesforafewminutesthenquicklywipes

thetearsthathaveformedinhereyes.I'mtempted

tointervenebuttruthbetoldIhavemyownshit

goingonthatrequiresmetobefullyfocusedonit.

forexample,tryingtokeepKuhlefromdroppingmy

son

Her:IguessIshouldjustacceptthatthisisItforus.

I'vegonebacktoworking,itsnotthesameschoolI

wasatbutthepayisthesame

Me:that'sgood.Thisrelyingonamancrapisnot

howourmotherraisedus



Shelaughs.Therestofthedaygoeswell,Xhanti

hasbeenenjoyingtheattentionbutnowheistired

andfussy

Ntando:hewantsyou

Me:hedidn'tsaythat

Theylooksomuchalikeyou'dswearNtandodenied

hisson.Itakemygrumpylittlemanintothehouse

tobathhim.Myheartcomestoastandstillwhen

myeyeslandonSambulo,Sabeloandtwo

gorgeouswomen.Thekids'partyisoverandnow

theadultsaregoingtohaveachillsession

Sabelo:mfazikaMfowethu

Me:gwanwena

Helaughs.ThisisgoingtobesoawkwardwithSimi



here.Kuhlewalksin,greetshiscousinsthentakes

hisnephew

Me:bathhimbeforeputtinghimtobedplease

Kuhle:heisalreadysleeping

Me:bathhimwhilehesleepsthenbutheneedsa

bath

Afterhewalksupthestairs,Iturnmyfocusbackon

thetroublesomeSmithtwins

Me:wherearemychild'sgifts

Sambulo:ayezadon'tworry.How'sthebaking

princess?

Me:sheisshowingmeflames

Sabelo:likemotherlikedaughter

Me:yaziuzofawena.Anywaydon'tberude



Thebothchuckleslyly.Iunderstandwhywomen

fallforthemsoeasily.theyaresneaky

Sabelo:thisisumntuwamuImi.BabythisisSli,

umfazikaMfwethu

Ishowhimthemiddlefingerandhelaughslikethe

idiotthatheis

Sambulo:stopfightingitbecauseitwillgetworse

onceyouguysaremarried.AnywaythisisAnita

Me:justAnita?

Sambulo:sheiswithme

Me:hmmmisee.nicetomeetyouguys.Everyone

elseisattheback.Ijustneedtofreshenup

TheyheadoutthedoorwhileImakemywaytomy

bedroom.Iundressthenrunmyselfabath.Myfeet

areswollenandmybackisdoingthemost.This



pregnancyisoneforthebooksshame.Angisafuni.

NtandowalksinwhileI'mstillwalkingaroundthe

roomnaked.HestaresatmeseductivelyandI

quicklyshakemyhead

Me:Hadebeno

Ntando:I'llbequick

Me:youareneverquicklalaandwehaveguests

Heisnowstandinginfrontofme,staringatme

withpleadingeyes.Hetakesmyhandandplacesit

onhiserection.IquicklyswallowspitasIfeel

myselfgettingmoist

Me:10minsHadebe

I'malreadyunbuttoninghisjeansandhislipsareon

myneck,lickingandsucking



Him:15baby

Afterour30minquickie,wetakeabathtogether.I

didsayhecan'tbequick.Iputonaflowingmaxi

dressandslippersthenleavehimintheroom.

Wheniwalkintothekitchen,Iwalkinonaheated

argumentbetweenmysisterandherex.Igeta

bottleofwaterandasIwalkout,Sambulostopsme

Sambulo:yoursistersaysI'mnotwelcomehereso

AnitaandIaregoingtoleave

IlookatSimlindileandshedoesn'tsayanything.

thesetworeallyneedtosortouttheircrapwithout

draggingtherestofusinit

Me:Oyintandowantstotalktoyouguys.Letme

takeyoutohisstudy

Sambulo:nahitscool.Icameherewithsomeone

andI'malreadybeingrudebybeinginthiskitchen



wastingmytime

Me:I'lltakecareofAnita.Justgothearwhat

Ntandohastosay

HeagreesandItakethemtothestudy.Isecretly

removethekeyfromthedoorafterthey'vewalked

in

Me:ineedyoutolistentome.Thebothofyou.You

needtositdownandtalk.Alothadhappenedinthe

past19monthsandyouneedtotalkaboutit.

Whetheryoutalk,fuckorscream,Idon'tcarebut

youwon'tleavethisroomuntilyou'vetalked

Sambulo:isthissomekindofjoke?Idon'thave

timeforthis

Me:welltough

Ipullthedoorshutthenlockthemin.Iplacethekey

inmybrathengooutthehousetojointheothers.

ThandihasalsoarrivedtogetherwithUsithandile



andhernewmanandthewhitegirlandherman.I

stillgetsurprisedwhenIseethesetwonow,they

havematured

Jess:feelsweirdseeingyouwithoutaSavannah

dumpyinyourhand

Ichuckle.imissmyghettodrink

Me:I'llmakeacomebacksoon

Usi:I'llbeprayingforyouinthemeantime
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<Simlindile>

Iwatchhimashepacesupanddownthesmall

room,heisfuriousanditsclearasdaylightthathe

doesn'twanttobehereespeciallywithme.Thisis

thenecessaryevilthatweneed,Sliisright.Wehave

totalkthisthrough.Wecan'tgoonlikethisforever.



Hecalmsdowneventuallyandsitsdownbuthe

doesn'tlookmyway.Thatdoesn'tstopmefrom

starringathim.Imisshim.Hehasn'tchanged

physicallybutemotionally,itsasifhenolongerhas

thesamepersonalitythathehadwhenwemet

Me:saysomething

Heignoresme

Me:Sambulo

Him:yini?

Heisstillnotlookingmywayandjudgingbythe

roarhejustmade,wearegoingtobeherefora

while

Me:canwetalk?



Him:nobutclearlyIdon'thaveachoicebutto

listentoyou.Iamstuckinherewithyouafterall

Isigh.SomethingtellsmethatI'llwalkoutofthis

roomabrokenperson.Thedamagetoour

relationshipistoomuchanditwon'tbefixed

overnight

Me:I'msorryIgotyourbrotherarrested

Hedoesn'tsayanythingbutIgoon

Me:Iwashurtandconfused.Noonewouldgiveme

theanswersIneededandyoujustupandleft.Iwas

hopingSabelowouldtalkafterhewasarrestedbut

hedidn't.iwasgoingcrazytryingtofigureoutwhat

reallyhappenedtoSandile

Againtherewasnoreactionfromhim.Idon'tknow



whatmorehewantsfromme.AllIcandois

apologize

Me:pleasesaysomething

Hegetsup,shoveshishandsinhischinoshorts

thenstartschewingontheinsideofhischeekwhile

starringatme.Ican'treadthelookinhiseyebutits

notacomfortableone

Him:whatwecantalkaboutishowwewillraisethe

girls.Ithinkthat'stheonlyrelevantthingatthe

moment

Me:whataboutus?SambuloIloveyou

Hechuckles

Him:whateverMrsNgcobo



Itsthewordsandthewayinwhichheuttersthem

thatmakesmywholebodygocold.Foraslongas

I'veknownhim,hehasnevercalledmeMrsNgcobo.

Me:pleasedon'tdothat

Him:dowhat?Callyoubyyourtitleandsurname?

Angithithereasonthiswholefightstartedis

becauseyouthinkIkilledyourhusband.That's

whatyousaidright?Youcalledhimyourhusband.

Twoyearsinarelationshipwithmekantiyouknow

thatyourheartstillbelongstoanotherman

Me:myheartbelongstoyou.itwasjustaslipofthe

tongue

Heshakeshishead,cuttingmeoffimmediately

Him:itwasn'tthefirsttimeandifyourheart

belongstomethewayyousayitdoesthenyou

wouldn'thavebeenmadoverthis.youwouldhave



beengratefulandyouwouldn'thavecalledhimyour

husbandbutyouwouldhavecalledhimthe

monsterthathewas.Healmostkilledyouordoes

thefactthatheisdead,eraseallofthat?

Ihavenowords.Ican'tfighthimonthetruthheis

utteringbecausethat'swhatitis,thetruth.MaybeI

havebeenungratefulbutineededanswers

Me:soyoudidkillhim?

Him:no

Hewaslookingstraightintomyeyeswithout

showinganyemotions.I'dbelyingifIsaidhe

wasn'tscaringmerightnow

Him:Ihiredsomeonetodoit.

Me:why?

Him:becauseitwaseitherhimoryou.Therewas



noinbetween.Ididn'tgethimkilledtogetbrownie

pointswithyou,Ididittoprotectyoubecauseyou

wouldhavegonebacktohimandgetyourselfkilled

intheprocess

Itookthatinslowly.maybe,justmaybeI'venever

realizedthemagnitudeofSambulo'sloveforme.To

gothroughsuchlengthsforsomeonerequiresa

realtypeoflove

Me:I'msorryIdidn'tletyouexplain

Him:I'veheardthisapologybefore.Thistime

aroundI'mnotinterested

Me:Sambulo

Myvoicecomesoutasawhisper.I'mshockedand

hurt.Iwon'tevenbotherhidingit.

Him:lookmaybewewerejustnevermeanttobe.



Let'snotforcematters.Ilovedyouandyouwere

justnotready.Iwastooblindtorealizethatmylove

waswastedonyou

Thefirsttearrollsdownmycheekandsoonafter

anotheronefollows.

Me:youdisappearedfor7months

Him:itwasnecessary.Everythingthathappened

Duringmytimeawayispartofthereasonwhywe'll

neverworkoutagain

Me:youleftmewithnewborns

Him:itsnotlikeyouwantedmehere.Itriedtotalk

toyouandexplainbutyousawthatitwasmuch

moreimportanttolayinbedcuddledupwithmy

mother,cryingoverincompleteinformation.

Me:Iwasdealingwithit

Heisgettingangryagain.Heispacingupanddown



withhishandsstillinhispockets.Theveinsonthe

sideofhisheadhavepoppedout

Him:dealingwithwhatexactly?Youdidn'thaveall

theinformationyetyouwerealreadydealing.Ileft

becauseIneededtoclearmyheadandgetoveryou.

Howdoyouthinkitfeelstoknowthatmygirlfriend

of2yearsstillconsidersherselfmarried?AllIheard

fromyouthatdaywas"myhusbandthis,my

husbandthat"soI'msettingyoufreetogrieveyour

husbandproperly.ClearlyInevergaveyouthat

opportunity

Myfaceisnowwetfromallthetearsthathaven't

stoppedstreamingdownmycheeks,mylipsare

quiveringandI'veeventuckedthebottomone

betweenmyteeth

Me:pleasedon'tdothis

Him:Ihadsexwithover20womenintwoweeks



whileIwasincapetown.ThelastthreeIfucked

withoutprotection.IwastreatedforanSTDandits

bysomemiraclethatIdidn'tcontractHIV.Ican't

comebacktoyouwithallofthat.

HetakesalongpausewhileItakeinallofthis.Itsa

lotbutitsfine.Ijustwanthimback.wewillwork

througheverythingelsetogether

Him:IloveyouSimlindile,Idon'tthinkthereare

enoughwordsinthedictionarytohelpmeexpress

myloveforyou.I'venevershiedawayfrom

showingyoumyheart.You'vebeenthemissing

partofmylifethatIsearchedforforaverylong

timebutafaultyengineisuselesstoacarevenifa

carismissingtheengine.Therewasalotofhealing

youneededtodoafteryourhusbanddiedandyou

nevergotaroundtoitbecauseourrelationship

becameyouroxygen.

Ishakemyheadandalsorisetomyfeet.I'mnot



givingupthateasilyonus.heismyhappilyever

after.hejusthastobe

Me:I'mhealed

Him:youarenotanddeepdownyouknowittoo.

Wegottooconsumedbyourrelationshipthatwe

forgotthatwewerebroken.wemistookthe

temporaryhappinessforthebandagethatcovered

ourpastsbutnowthatthebandageisoff,the

woundsareopenandinfected.

Me:IloveyouSambulo

Hewalkstowardsme,triestowipemytearswith

histhumbsbutfailsbecausetheyjustwon'tstop

coming

Him:ifyoulovemethenyou'lldothisformeandI'll

alsoworkonmyselfbecauseIloveyou.WhatIdid

incapetownwasn'tmyproudestmomentandits

somethingIdon'teverwanttofindmyselfinever



again.Ifit'sreallymeanttobethenwe'llfindour

waybackbutifitsnotthenitsOK.Wecanfocuson

beinggoodparentstoourdaughters

Heplacesalongkissonmyforeheadwhilemy

eyesshut.afterawhileIfeelwetnessonmyface

thenhepullsback.Heiscrying.Myarmsgoaround

hiswaistandIholdhimtightly.Hisownarmsgo

aroundmybodyandhehugsmeback.Whenwe

arecomposed,ItextSlitocomeopenup

Me:soAnita?

Him:don'tdothisSimlindile

Me:Ijustwanttoknow.Isitserious?Isshegoing

tobearoundthegirls?

Him:noandno.I'mnotevenfuckingher.Sheis

Imi'scousin

Me:oh



MysistereventuallyopensthedoorandSambulo

walksoutwhileIstaysittingdown

Sli:areyouok?

Ishrugmyshoulders.Shejoinsmeonthecouch

andpullsmeinforahug.Istartcryingallover

again.IthurtsbecauseIlovehimsomuchandthis

isnothowourstoryissupposedtogo.Ineversaw

thiscoming,becauseofthelovewehaveforeach

other,Ithoughtwecanmakeitthroughanything

Me:itsover

Her:officially?

Inod

Her:I'msorry.itsnotyourfault.don'tlethimmake

youfeellikeitsyourfault.heplayedapartinthis



Me:ithurtssomuch.myheartfeelslikeitsliterally

breaking.whatamgoingtodowithouthim?

Her:itsgoingtohurtforawhilebutyouwillPick

yourselfupandwalkthroughlifeagain.Your

strengthcanneverbevestedinaman.Amancan

neverbeawoman'sequalwhenhisveryexistence

isthroughbirthbyawoman.Yourdaughtersneed

youtoteachthemthatbutfirstyouneedtoremind

yourselfofthat
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<Sambulo>

Itsbeenalmost5yearssinceImetandfellinlove

withSimlindileandneveronceinmylifehaveIhad

sucharollercoaster.I'vehadmybestshareof

laughswithherandthinkingbackto3monthsago

whenIwaslockedinthestudywithher,I'vealso

hadmyfairshareofpainwithher.Iknowforafact

thatI'llneverloveanotherwomanthesamewayI

loveherandnowomanwillbeabletofillthegap

shehasleftinmyheart.Simlindilewasmy



soulmateandhonestlyIbelieveweonlygetoneof

those

Itsthegirl's2ndbirthdaytodayandwearehosting

afamilylunchandminipartyatmyhouse.We

didn'twantapartyplannersowe'vebeendoing

everythingourselves.Itsbeenquitethebonding

session

Me:isyoursistercoming?

Simi:Idoubtit.Shejustgavebirthaweekagoand

itwasac-section.

Me:NtandoisbringingXhantithough?

Her:thatonedoesn'tleavemysister'ssidesohe

saidKuhlewillbringXhanti.SlisaysallNtando

doesisstareatYonelaandcomplainabouther

beinglightskinned

Welaugh.Oyintandoisgoingtogocrazyoverthat

childbutthenagainbeingafathertoadaughteris

thebestthingintheworld.Daughtersareprecious



littlediamonds.Mybrotherwasthefirsttoarrive

withtheboys.Lwandisoisinhighschoolnowand

Iyazjuststartedwalkingafewweeksago.They

bothruntoSimlindilewhilemyhalfwalkstowards

me.completelyignoringSimlindile.I'vegivenupon

askinghimtohearherout

Sabelo:itssopinkinhere

Me:itsabirthdaypartyforprincesses,whatdidyou

expectdumbass

Him:fokof.kuselwantoniapha?Anddon'tgiveme

dashwithnoalcohol

Ipointhimtothedirectionofthealcoholandhe

wastesnotime.Somilaisupstairshelpingthegirls

getready,I'msuretheyarefightinglikecrazy.My

daughtershavequitethespecialbondwiththeir

aunt.

Kuhle:alreadydrinking?Yesesulinxilabruh



SabeloshowshimthemiddlefingerandKuhle

quicklycoversXhanti'seyes

Kuhle:baphiabanyeabantwana?

Me:outsidewithSimlindile

HetakesXhantitothebackthencomesbackand

sitsonthebarchair

Kuhle:liphiima'am?

Sabelo:sheiscominglaterwithAnita

KuhlelooksatmeandIjustshrugmyshoulders.

AnitaandIarenolongerclose,shewantedmore

thanIcouldgiveherandshedidn'ttakeitwell.I

tooka15monthsvowofcelibacyasapartofmy

recoveryfromsexaddiction.Ithasn'tbeeneasy

withagirllikethatthrowingherselfatme



Kuhle:doyoumindifngikubambelayenaforafew

months?

Me:ubambelebani?SheisafreeagentasfarasI

know

Sabelo:andyoudon'twanther?

Me:no

MorekidsandtheirparentsstartarrivingsoIlet

Simlindiletakeover.Idon'thavetheenergy

anymore.Whenmydaughterscomedownthe

stairsintheirpinktutusandwhitet-shirts,theylook

adorable.ThandorunstoSabelowhileKukhanya

walkstowardsme.Lightissuchalady.Ipickherup,

kisshercheekandtickleher.Shesquealshappily

Kukhanya:dada

Me:happybirthdaysthandwasami

Her:beday



Shestartsclappingherhands

Me:Iloveyou

Her:avu

Me:ncamisa

Shepoutsherlipsandplacesapeckonmylips

thenIputherdown.Loveandherfatherarestill

deepinconversationwhenLightwalksout

Me:putherdown

Sabelo:I'mstilltellingheraboutthe7Bs.Nextthing

you'llknowtheywillbeinhighschoolandboyswill

belookingatthemsnarks

Me:I'llkillsomeone

Eventuallyheputsherdown.Asthegentswesitat



adistanceawayfromtheaction,wearealready

drinkinganyway

Kuhle:IaskedNomzamotomarryme

Sabelo:why?

Kuhle:becauseIwanttobemarriednow

Me:notbecauseyouloveher

Kuhle:guysIdon'tknowhowmanytimesIneedto

tellyouthatloveisoverrated.Theonewholoves

lesshasthemostcontrolinarelationship.I'drather

beincontrolthanbelovestruck.

HetakesasipofhiswhiskeythenlooksatSabelo.I

thinkheexpectshimtoagreewithhimbuthe

doesn't.MybrotherisdeepwithinHisfeelswith

Iminathi.ThefunnythingisthatImiisababy

Me:heisafallensoldierthisone

Sabelo:andI'mnotashamed.Thisthinghasalotto



dowithukukhulayaqonda?

Kuhle:soI'mnotgrown?Isthatwhatyouaresaying?

ThewayIseeit,I'msmarterthanallofy'allwhenit

comestolove

Me:thingisloverequiresyoutobereallystupidin

ordertofullyfeelit

Sabelonodsinagreement

Sabelo:youarenotinloveyetifyourbrainisin

control.Youjustneedtomeetthatonegirlthatwill

makeyouseethingsproperly

Kuhle:nahI'mgood.NowthatyouandSimlindile

areover,Ihavenohopeinloveanymore

Ilaugh.Thisoneiscrazy.Ourfamilyhasloveall

around.Hisparentsloveeachotherlikecrazy,so

domyparents,auntYandisaandherhusbandand

maybeuncleShaunisn'tthebestexamplebuteven

hehasahappymarriage.TheSmithandHadebe



menlovehardandwithnoregrets

Me:phumalapho

Kuhle:younotgoingtoworkthingsout?

Ishakemyhead.Imissher,Istillloveherbutwe

arestillfarfromconsideringgettingbacktogether.

I'mseeingatherapistagain,notformyaddiction

butjusttooffloadandfindawaytodealwithmy

demons.Shealsosayssheisseeingsomeone

Kuhle:thisiswhyIwantnothingtodowithlove

Sabelo:doesZahevenloveyou?

Kuhle:sheishappywithmeandI'mhappywithher.

that'stheimportantpart

Me:uzonyawena.Justwaitandsee

Simlindilecallsmewhenit'stimeforustodothe



thankyouspeech.IhaveLoveinmyarms,herhead

restingonmyshoulderandLightisinhermother's

arms

Simi:maywepleasehaveyourattention

Everyonequietensdownandfocusesonus

Simi:SambuloandIwouldjustliketothankyouall

forcomingtocelebratethisspecialdaywithus.

Thegirlsreallyhadfun,judgingbyhowtiredthey

are.Totheirgrandparentsthankyouforalways

steppingupwhenweslipup.wearenewparents

whohavenoideawhattheyaredoingbutthrough

yourlove,supportandguidance,we'vemadeitthis

far

Me:toourfamilyandfriends,you'vebeenthe

secondparentstothesetwoqueensandIhopeas

theygrowolder,youwillcontinueplayingthatrole



IlockeyeswithSabelowhoraiseshisglassatme

andsmile.Wemightnotbethebesthumanbeings

intheworldbutwearethebestbrotherstoeach

otherandthebestparentstoourkids.Avaluewe

learntfromourparentsandintendonpassingitto

ourchildren

Simi:SambuloIwanttothankyouforthesetwo,for

beingthefathertothemthatIwishIhadwhile

growingup.weareluckytohaveyouandIprayGod

keepsyouforeternity

ShesmilesatmewithglossyeyesandIsmileback

Me:theywouldn'tbehereifitwasn'tforyousoI

shouldbetheonethankingyou.Youarean

incrediblemotherSimlindile,nothingintheworld

cantakethatawayfromyou.weloveyouandwe

aregratefulforyourlife



Ididn'twanttosaytoomuchbutthelittlethatIsaid

camestraightfrommyheart.Shestillmeansthe

worldtome.Around11everyonehasleftandthe

houseissortofclean.Ineedashowerandmybed

butinsteadIdecidetowatchTV.Simiisupstairs

showeringandcheckingonthegirls.Imusthave

fallenasleepbecausewhenIwakeuptheroomis

darkandthereisablanketoverme.IsighasIget

up,Istillneedthatshower.Idon'tknowwhether

SimileftornotandIreallydon'thavetheenergyto

check.AfteraquickshowerIgetinbedandits

lightsout.ThenextdayI'mwokenupbytinyhands

slappingmyfaceandandscreamingdada

Me:morningbabies

Them:dadadadadada

Iopenmyeyes,theylandonthegirlsthenonSimi

whoispickingupmyclothes



Me:morning

Isitupandshesmilesatme

Simi:I'msorrywewokeyouup

Me:it'sOK.Ididn'tknowyoustayedover

Her:SomilaleftwithShakasoIstayedtowatchthe

girls

Me:oh

Igetoutofbedinjustmybriefswithmymorning

erectionstrainingagainstmyunderwear.Simitries

nottostarewhichmakesmelaugh

Me:uyayifunamamakhe?

Sheblushesshyly



Her:youarecelibatenje

Ichuckle

Me:that'snotwhatIaskedthough

Sheisnowagainstthewallwithmybodyafew

centimetresfromher.SheswallowshardwhenIput

herhandinmybriefs

Her:Sambulothekids

Me:theycan'tseeanything.Justtakeitoutandrub

it

Shelooksoutforthegirlsbeforepullingoutmydick

andrubbingit.MyeyesshutasIreleaseagroan
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<Sabelo>

ItstheMondayafterLoveandLight'sbirthdayparty

andIstillfeelverymuchhungover.IfIneededa

signtoshowmethatI'mgettingoldthenthisisit.I

getoutofbedwhenmyalarmringsandgowake

Lwandisoup

Lwandiso:ndyagulamnatata

Me:ugulaunantoni?

Him:andazbutndfunaulala

Me:uphambenekwedini,vukamahn

Imagine.Personsaysheissickbuthedoesn't

knowwhat'swrong.Thisboyistakingchanceswith

me.IleavehisroomwhenI'm100%surethatheis

awakeandgogetstartedonhisbreakfastandhis

lunch.TheonlyreasonI'mmakinghimfoodis

becausehisbrotherishere,otherwisehewouldbe

makinghisownfood.Afterawhilehewalksintothe

kitchencarryingIyaz.Heisfullydressednow



Lwandiso:breakfast?Areyoudying?

Me:boyeatyourfoodandstopaskingstupid

questions

IhadmadeoatsforIyazsoIfedhimandwhata

messthatturnsouttobe.Thischildistoopicky

andstubborn.WhenheisdoneeatingIwarmuphis

milkthengivehimhisbottle

Me:Lwandisoyouhavetotakeanubertoschool.

Shakacan'ttakeyouandIhavetodropIyaziwith

hismother

Lwandiso:alrightandafterschool?

Me:doyouhavesportsoranythinglikethat?

Him:Ihavehockeypractice.SisImicanpickmeup

ifyouortatomnciarebusy

ImiandLwandisogetalongwell,shehasspent



moretimewithLwandisothanshehaswithIyazi

Me:OKI'lltalktoherthencallyourschool.Hurryup

andgobrushyourteethplease

Afterplacinghisplateinthesink,herushestothe

bathroomleavingmetocleanupafterhisbrother.

Howtimeflies,thisonewillbeayearnextmonth,

October10tobeexact.I'mlearningsomuchfrom

him,heisquitethechallengebutIloveevery

momentIspendwithhim.Myphonerings,its

Thandi.

Me:mamakhe

Thandi:heywhattimeareyoubringingIyazi

Me:kunjaniThandi?

Shesighs.Thiscoparentingthingisanightmare.

Shecallsmeevery2hrswhenIhavemysonfora



weekend,oncertainweekendssheleavesandgoes

toJo'burgwithouttellingmewhenIhavetofetch

him.Sheusesmysontocontrolmeanditdrives

mecrazy

Her:I'mfine

Me:I'mfinetoo,thanksforasking

Her:uzomlethanini?

Me:I'lldrophimoffonmywaytowork.Hejustate

soI'mgoingtobathhimandbringhim

Her:OK

ShehangsupandIsigh.whenwillthisbitterness

endthough?TheonlyreasonI'mtakingallhercrap

isbecauseofourson.otherwiseIwouldhave

walkedawayagesago.Lwandiso'sUberarrivesjust

asI'mabouttotakeabathwithhisbrother.Idress

Iyazithengetdressedmyselfandweleave.When

wegettoThandi'splaceI'msurprisedtofindher

home.ItisaMondaymorningafterall.Iyazirunsto



hismotherwhileIoffloadhisbag

Thandi:hellomfanakamamah.Givemommyakiss

Sheshowershimwithkisses,Imustsayitsquitea

cutesight

Me:hey

Her:hi

WewalkintothehouseandBongi,Iyazi'snanny

takeshisbagsfromme.Thisgivesmeachanceto

takealookatThandi.sheisinnavyworkoutshorts

whichshowabitofherbumcheeksandatightvest

thatshowsherstomach.Shelookssexyinevery

way

Her:thankyouforbringinghim



Shetucksherbottomlipbetweenherteethcausing

atwitchinmypants.Iclearmythroatasitfeelsdry

plussuddenlyI'mfeelingabittoohotforthesuit

I'mwearing

Me:sho

Thisismycuetoleavebutmyfeetrefusetomove

untilmyphoneringsinmypocket.Ipullitoutand

smilewhenIseeImi'sname

Me:Ihavetogetgoing.I'llseeyouonFriday

ShenodsandIwalkoutafteransweringmyphone

Me:ntliziyoyami



Shescreamsloudlyontheothersideofthelineand

Ijustshakemyhead.Iwonderwhathasherso

excited

Imi:Ijustgotcalledforaninterviewtomorrow

Me:what?That'samazingnewsbaby.

Congratulations

Her:Iknowitdoesn'tmeanihavethejobbutI'm

justexcitedforgettingthecallback

Me:beexcitedmyheart.Thisisgreatnews.So

ngomsoafteryourinterview,youaresleepingover

right?

Shesighsandmydickgoessoft.Istillhavethe

sightofThandiandheroutfitgluedonmymind

Her:babyyouknowhowmyparentsare.Ican't

sleepoutduringtheweek



Fuck!Thisrelationshipisdifferentfromanyofmy

pastrelationships.itrequiresalotofpatienceandI

can'tjustrandomlycallheroverforareleasebut

I'minlovewithherandthatforcesmetobe

understanding

Me:okbaby.Iunderstand.I'llwaituntilFriday

Her:thankyoubaby.We'lltalklater.Loveyou

Me:loveyoutoo

Mydayattheofficeisthesameaseveryotherday

untilmybrotherwalksintomyofficewearingthat

stupidgrinofhis

Me:thixo!

Sambulo:behappybro.Lifeiswonderful

Me:youareannoying



Hepullsachairbackandsitsdown.I'msocloseto

slappingthatgrinoffhisface

Me:thetha

Him:thereisnothingtosay

Me:goawaythen.I'mbusy

Him:nah.Imissyou

IclosetheBillofCostsfileI'mbusywithandfocus

onthisidiot

Me:tellmewhatyouwanttotellmebecauseI'm

notgoingtobegyouforit

Him:Simisleptoverafterthetwinsparty

Me:yougotbacktogether?

Iwouldn'tputitpasthim.Thatstupidgirlishis

Achillesheelreally.I'llneverforgiveherforwhat



shedidandlasttimeIchecked,SambuloandIwere

onthesamepageaboutthat

Him:nah.Shegavemeahandjobthough.IswearI

cameinlessthanaminutethenshegavemea

blowjob.Thixo!Thatgirlistalented

Irollmyeyes,that'showuninterestedIaminthis

conversation

Me:don'tshareyoursexstorieswithmeplease.my

braindoesn'tneedthatkindofcorruption

Him:Ithoughtshewouldrefuseyaz

Me:stoptalking

Helaughs

Him:onamoreseriousnote,Idon'tseemyselfwith



anyothergirlexceptthatone

Me:sowhatmustIdoaboutthat?

Him:subayikakamfondin,I'mbeingserious

Me:I'mlistening

Him:pleasesortyourshitoutwithhersothatwhen

wegetbacktogether,Idon'tfeelasifI'mbetraying

anyone

Ialreadylooklikequitetheassholeforgivinghim

theultimateayearagobutheknowshowmuch

loyaltymeanstome.That'swhywearehavingthis

conversation

Me:itsyourlifebruh,liveitthewayyouwantto

Him:Idon'twanttochoosebetweenthegirlIlove

andmybrother

Me:sheputmeinprisonfor6months.That'sallI'm

goingtosay.You'llalwaysbemybrotherbecause

wehavethesamebloodflowingthroughourveins



butsheisnothingofmine.Iowehernothingandas

farasI'mconcerned,sheisdeadtome

Hesighs.heknowsbetterthantotryandconvince

meotherwise.IknowhelovesherandIknowheis

workingonhimselfforherbutthat'shim.I'mnotin

lovewithher,Idon'tneedherinmylifeandIsure

ashelldon'twantherinmylife.Iwillsurvivenot

talkingtoherfortherestofmylife.thecrazypartis

thatnotevenoncedidIhearherapologizetomefor

whatshedid.Notevenonce

Him:howwillthiswork?

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:itsyourbabytonurseanddon'tdosomething

stupidlikerunningawayagain.Youaretoooldfor

thatshit.Bewiththegirlyouwantbutdon'texpect

metobecoolwithher



Henods,sighsthengetsup

Him:thankyou

Me:Ididnothing.Don'tthankme

Him:youwouldn'tunderstand

HewalksoutandIgetbacktowork.Around4

Lwandisoisdroppedbyhisuberthenwegohome

Lwandiso:wassisImibusy?

Me:yeah.Shehasaninterviewtomorrow

Him:forajoborforTV?

Ilaughathisquestion.Asstupidasitmaysound,

itsavalidquestion



Me:forajobsmartypants

IstopatMcDonald's,getusfoodthendrivehome.

WeeatthenhegoestotakehisnapafterItellhim

thatHomeworkstartsat6pm.I'mnotinthemood

tocooksowewillhavetakeawayforsuppertoo.I

changeintoshortsandavestthenthrowmyselfon

thecouch.ThehouseissoquietwithoutIyaziand

hisbabytalk.HeleftthismorningbutIalreadymiss

him.AsI'mthinkingabouthim,theweirdestthing

happens.MyphoneringswithThandi'snameon

thescreen.Crazyright?!

Me:mamakhe

Thandi:pleasecomeover.Iyaziisn'tfeelingwell.He

hasbeenthrowingupthewholeday

Me:okI'llbetheresoon

Her:pleasehurry.I'mfreakingouthere

IleaveanoteforLwandisothenrushtoThandi's



place.IyaziwasfinethismorningsoIdon't

understandanyofthis.Adrivethatusuallytakes

me20minshastakenme10minstoday.Ileavethe

enginerunningasIrushtothedoor.Idon'tbother

knockingandwhenIburstthroughthedoor,Inotice

thehouseisdarkwithafewcandlesProvidingabit

oflight

Me:Thandi!

Shewalksoutofoneoftheroomsstarknaked.I

meannakednaked,notevenunderwearon.I'm

moreconfusedthenever

Me:kwenzekantoni?Anduphiumntana?

Shedoesn'tresponduntilsheisinfrontofme

Thandi:Iyaziisfine



Moreconfusion

Me:butyousaid...

Shesilencesmewithakiss,stupidmekissesher

backforafewsecondsthenpushesherslightly

back

Me:youlied?

Her:foragoodcause.Isawthewayyouwere

starringatmeearlier.Iknowyoustillwantme

Me:youusedumntanatogetlaid?Wow

Ipause

Me:youknowI'mwithIminathiright?I'mina

relationshipwithsomeoneelseandyoupullthis



stuntonaMondayevening?Ileftmy14yearold

sonalonebecauseIthoughtthiswasanemergency.

Youcan'tpullshitlikethisThandi,youcan'tcrywolf

withmychild'slife.

Shetakesastepcloserandherhandcoversmy

dickovermypants.Igethardinstantly.Badtiming

littleguy.Shekissesmyneckandpullsonmy

earlobe.

Her:I'msorry.MaybeyoushouldpunishmesoI'll

knownevertodoitagain

ICANSAVEMYSELF

*53*

<Slindile>

KonjetherewasatimewhenIwouldsleepthrough

thenightandwakeuphappyinthemorning,ready

tothrowshadeatpeople.Thosetimesarelong

behindme,angithiIletthismanpenetratemeraw

andnowwehavelittledemonsthatdon'tlike



sleeping.Its3am,Yonelaissuckingonmybreast

fordearlifeandallIwanttodoissleep.Xhantiis

suckingonhisbottle,kickinghisfeetintheairwhile

layingonhiscot.You'dswearits3pmyaztheway

theyaresoactive

Ntando:thisisjustbeautiful

Me:don'tannoymeHadebe.Iwanttosleep

Him:uyatefasthandwasami,youusedtowork

nightshiftsallthetime

Me:mypatientswerenotsuckingmyboobsduring

thatnightshiftsopleaseandnobodycrieslike

thesetwo

Helaughswhileshakinghishead.Hehasbeen

handsonwiththesebabies,wellIdidn'tgivehim

muchofachoice.Theyaremorehisthantheyare

mineanyway.YonelafallsasleepandIputherin

hercot.Xhantiisstillkickingairandtalkingto

himself.Thatonecankeephimselfbusy,Iwantto



sleep.

3monthslaterwegovisitOyintando'sparentsso

theycanspendtimewiththekids.XhantiandKuhle

arebestfriendsandNelaisjustherusuallazyself.

Iswearthischildisavampire

Abongiwe:Yonelalooksnothinglikeyoubaby

Sheshiftshergazefrommysleepingdaughterto

herfather

Limile:shedoes,itsjustthatNelaislighter

Ntando:shewillgetdarker.Ihavefaithinmygenes

Irollmyeyes.Yonelaisverylightskinnedwiththick

curlyhair.Sheisjustabsolutelygorgeous.

Abongiweasksmetohelpherwithpreparinglunch

andIagree.sheismymotherinlawbutargmanwe

arenotbesties.Sheisn'tbadbutsheistooinvolved



inmyrelationshipandnowthatI'llbemarrying

Ntando,I'mscaredofwhatthefutureholds.she

mightjustwanttomovein.Ipreparesaladswhile

shemarinatesthechickenfillets

Abongiwe:Isenseavibe

Me:Idon'tfollow

Her:youdidn'twanttogiveXhantithenameI

suggested

Iinternallyrollmyeyes.Wasn'tXhantibornovera

yearago?Howisthisanissuenow?Wowza

Me:withallduerespectma,yourchildisOyintando

andXhantiismychild.NtandoandImake

decisionswithregardstoXhantiandYonela.You

arewelcometomakesuggestionsastheir

grandparentsbutpleasedon'tcatchfeelingsifyour

suggestionsarerejected



Shelooksshockedatmyresponsebutit'snotalie.

Idon'twanttoraisemychildrenaccordingtoher

ways,letmemakemymistakesandlearnfrom

them.IfIneedhelp,I'llshout

Her:wellwearealargefamilyandallthekidsare

raisedinaparticularway.That'swhySambuloand

Kuhleareclose,samewayShakaandEndiarebest

friends.Youcan'tjustcomeandchangethat.You

arenotthefirstpersontohavekidsinthisfamily

Me:Iknowthatmaandagainwithallduerespectto

you,bab'Limile,bab'Loyisoandmam'Gugu,I

wouldn'tmychildrengrowingupthinkingtheyare

entitledtothingsjustbecausetheirfatherhas

money.Iwantmychildrentotreatallpeopleequally,

toknowthatoneneedstoworkforthingsandthat

Ntando'smoneydoesn'tbelongtothem.Thesame

wayIknowthathismoneyisn'tmine

Sheraisesherarmsintheairinwhatlookslikea

signofdefeat.Ihonestlydon'tfeellikeIwasbeing



rude.I'mjustbeinghonest.Wepreparetherestof

thelunchinsilencethenIsetthetable.Kuhleand

Zaharrivejustasweareabouttoeat

Kuhle:X-manntwanayami

That'swhathecallsmyson.I'vegivenupongetting

himtostop.Hehas"X-man"onhislapasweeat

Limile:thisisamazingmyangel

Abongiweblushesandblowsherhusbandakiss.

Theyarecutethesetwo,shemustjustbuttoutof

myrelationshipqha

Abongiwe:wellIwouldn'thavedoneitwithoutSli's

help



IsmilefaintlywhenIfeelNtando'shandonmy

thigh.Thismanistryingtogetmepregnantagain.I

cansmellit

Ntando:dad'sright.Thisisreallygoodlala

Hehasthatweirdgrinofhis.TheIdiotprobably

hasanerectionrightnow

Kuhle:ZahandIhaveanannouncementtomake

HelooksatashyNomzamowhoblushesand

doesn'tlifthereyes

Limile:sheispregnantisn'tshe?

Kuhle:no!Wellnotyet.Iaskedhertomarrymeand

shesaidyes

Me:wowcongratulationsKuhle.Thisisabigstep.



Zahletmeseethatring

Sheplacesherhandonthetableandwowwhata

rock.Gorgeousandhuge

Abongiwe:I'mhappyforyouguys.Welcometothe

familyNomzamo.Wellofficially

Limile:youboysarefollowinginyouroldman's

footsteps.I'vetaughtyouwell

*

5monthslater*14February*

Istareatmyselfonthewallmirror.Isthisreallyme?

Allthisnyisingisallme?Nomankantiumuntuuba

njeonthedaytheythrowawaytheirsurname?I

lookfreakengorgeousinmyrosegolddress.I

wasn'tgoingtodothewholewhitedressthing.

Angifuninje.I'mgettingmarriedat4pm.Again,let

mebegreat.AfterthisweddingIwanttodicked

downandpassoutinmychocolateman'sarms.

Simlindilewalksinwithmymother.Wearegoingto



haveamoment,probablywillbefollowedbytears

Mama:cishewamuhleyazi

Irollmyeyes,mymomissuchasavageshame.

Shedoesn'tevenhideit.Simlindilelaughs,angmaz

uhlekanibecausesheshouldbeinmycorner

Me:hawumama

Mama:youknowyoulookgorgeoushawu.Lookat

yourself

WebothlookatmeonthemirrorandSimijoinsus.

Twogenerationsofstrongwomenthatloveand

standbyeachotherthroughthetoughestoftimes.I

lovemymother,IameverythingthatIambecause

ofher.Mybabysisterismylife,sheprobably

doesn'tknowthisbutIdrawsomuchstrengthfrom

her



Me:Iloveyoubothsomuch.thereisn'tanyoneI'd

wanttosharethisdaywithapartfromyoutoo

Simi:yettodayyouleaveustojoinanotherfamily

Me:butthisfamilymademe.Thisfamilyraisedme

andI'mgrateful

Wearealltearynow.Usithandilecomestoletus

knowthattheyarewaitingforus.Wedotouchups

onthemakeup,itakeonemorelookatmyself,take

onedeepbreathandslowlyexhale

Me:let'sgogivemeaway

Mymotherwalksmedowntheaisle.Lalelanothing

aboutthisweddingisconventional.wedon'thave

bridesmaidsandgroomsmen.Heknowsmore

peoplethanIdosoitwouldhavenotbalancedso

wescratchedthatideaout.hisbestmanisKuhle

andmymaidofhonorisSimlindile.that'sallwe



have.AsIwalkdowntheaisle,theonlythingIsee

isthesmileonhisface.itsthesamesmilehehad

thefirsttimeImethimandalthoughwe'vehada

bumpyride,thesmilehasremainedconstant.My

momhandsmeovertoNtandowhohugshertightly

Ntando:ngyabongama

Mymotherisalreadyemotional,shejustnodsand

walkstoherseat.Ntandotakesmyhandand

smilesagain.Thisguyandthissmileofhis.I'm

tired.Thepastortakesusthroughtheceremony

untilhehandsovertousforourvows

Ntando:Ialwaysfounditclichédwhensomeone

referstotheirpartnerastheirbestfriend,itdidn't

makesensetomebecauseshuthiallthistime

wenayoudidn'thaveabestfrienduntilyoumeta

girl.Thatwasnaivemebutthemeoftoday

understandsitfullybecausetodayI'mmarryingmy

bestfriend.Wehaven'thadaneasyjourney,we've



beentestedoverandoveragainandwe'vepassed

everytest.Ivowtoalwaysstandbyyourside,to

loveyoumorewhenyoudon'tlikeme,tobringyou

laughsmorethantearsandtobeforgivingandkind

atalltimes.AlovelikeoursneedsTLC,TLCasin

Trust,LoveandCommunication.Itrustyouwithall

mylife,LoveyouwithallthatIamandIvowto

communicatewithyoubytalkingtoyouand

listeningtoyou.YouaremyeverythingSlindile,you

makethesuncomeuponacloudyday,youmake

myheartleapandmystomachflutter.Iloveyou

MRSHadebe

I'mamess,anemotionalmessandprobablylook

likeazombienowbutwow.Thismanhasaway

withwords.WhatmustIsayminamanje?Like

reallywhatcanIsaythatwilltopthat?Justwow

Me:wheredoItapOut?

Everyonebreaksintolaughter.TheythinkI'mjoking



Me:likedudenoman.Youwinyaz.Takeme

Againthelaughtercontinues

Me:Ijustwanttobemarriedtoyou,I'vegivenyou

childrensolethathesurnamealready.

Morechucklesfollow

Me:onamoreseriousnote,thankyouHadebe.

Thankyouforchoosingmeknowingverywell

whereIcomefrom,whatIhaveandwhatIhadto

offertoyou.IremembertellingyouhowunworthyI

amofyourlovebecauseofmytaxbracketandyou

toldmetheonlycurrencyyourheartknowsislove.I

wassoldonthatverymoment.You'vebroughtso

muchgrowthinmylife,somuchlove,strengthand

perseverance.ThereweresomanytimesIfeltweak

butyoustayedstrongforthebothofusandIcan



neverthankyouenoughforthat.Ivowtoalways

appreciateyou,toalwaysrespectandlistentoyour

views,tobuildandsharealifewithyou.Ivowto

takecareofyou,loveyou,supportyouandgiveyou

myloyaltyatalltimes.IloveyouHadebe.

Pastor:withthatsaid,Inowpronounceyou

husbandandwife,MrandMrsOyintandoyenkosi

Hadebe.Youmaykissthebride

ICANSAVEMYSELF

*Finale*

<Simlindile>

**5yearslater**

Me:girlscomeon.Wearegoingtobelatesostop

playingandfinisheating

I'missuinginstructionsyetI'mstilltypingonmy

laptop.Thisbookiscomingtogethernicelybutits

tiringthatmycreativejuicesonlystartflowingin

theearlyhoursofthemorning.Ihearlargefoot



stepsfollowedbytinyfootstepscomingmyway.

Thegirlsshoutsimultaneouslyandliterallyjumpoff

thechairs

Me:Thando!Kukhanya!Wearegoingtobelate

Thando:daddyishere

IfeelhislipsonmyneckandIturnaroundwitha

smileonmyface.Heplacesakissonmylips,his

lipsarecoldandsoft,makingitdifficultformeto

holdthemoanthatwantstoescapemylips.Ipull

outofthekisswhenIfeelmysonpullonmyleg.He

pecksmylipsandsmiles.Someoneclearstheir

throat.Ididn'tthinkhewouldmakeitinsidethe

housethatfast.Hehasboththegirlsinhisarms

andaveryawkwardlookonhisface

Sambulo:morning

Me:hey.Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming

Sambulo:Icalled.Youdidn'tanswer



Heputsthegirlsdown,theguyIwaskissingnotso

longagopicksuphissonanddisappearsintothe

kitchenafterexchanginggreetingswithSambulo.

SambuloandInevergotbacktogether.wedidthe

wholetherapything,individuallyandtogetherbut

themorewespoke,morethingsstartedresurfacing,

thingsthatshouldhavebeenraisedagesagobut

becauseweneverknewhowtocommunicatewith

eachother,itpiledup.Wesatdown,talkedfora

wholenight,criedandletgoofeachother.Hedid

whathealwaysdoeswhenheisinabadspaceand

shuteveryoneout.Iwasjustgladthathedidn'trun

again.Ittookmeover2yearstogetoverhim.I'll

alwayslovehimbutnowIunderstandwhywe

ended

Me:sorrythephoneisupstairs.Beenupallnight

tryingtowrapupthisbook

Hesmilesfaintlybutitslowlydisappearswhenhe



seesonBulumko.That'stheguyIwaskissingnot

solongagoandthegreatestjoyinmylife.Himand

mychildren.Istillrememberthedaywemet,itwas

atmysister'swedding5yearsago.Iwasstilla

mess,workingonmyselfandnowherenearbeing

readyforarelationship.Weexchangednumbers,

becamefriendsforafewyearsandtwoyearsago

westarteddating,withinacoupleofmonthsIwas

pregnantwithOthaluveandwemovedintogether

latelastyear.NoweddingbellsjustyetbutI'mtoo

happytorushforit.Hejustmakeslifesomuch

easierforme,hedoesn'tplayheroallthetimenor

seemeasavulnerablevictimthatneedssaving.

SambulosavedmefrommybadmarriageandI'll

alwaysbegratefultohimforthatbutwithBulumko

IfeelasifonlynowI'mstartingover.Hehashelped

merealisethatIcansavemyselfandIcanbemy

ownherowheneverIneedone.Othaluveishis

father'sson,heentertainsmewhenhisfatherisnot

aroundbutheloveshissisters.Theydrivemecrazy

asacollective



Bulumko:youneedtogetreadylove,itsalready

7am.

Me:shit

Iquicklyclosemylaptop

Kukhanya:mommysaidabadword

Me:mommyissorry.Daddywilltakeyoutoschool.

gobrushyourteethanddon'tforgetlunch

TheyruntothebathroomandOthafollowsthem.

Heisonlytwoyearsoldbuthereallythinkshecan

keepupwithhissisters

Me:willyoupickthemup?

Sambulo:uhmnah.IthoughtwecouldtalkbutIcan

seethatyouarealsorunninglate.Canwemeetup

afterwork?



Me:onlyifithastodowiththegirls

Sambulo:ofcourse

Me:alright.I'llcallyouduringtheday

Aftermy15minshower,Igetdressedinanavytight

fittingdressthatcomesjustabovetheknee,light

brownstilettoesandcombmyhair.ihavealarge

afrowhichItieinabun.Bulumkowalksinjustas

I'mapplyingmylipstick.Hisminimeisrightnextto

him

Bulumko:youlookbeautifulmntuwam

Ismilebutdon'tsayanything.Igrabmybagand

walktowardshim

Me:youareamazing

Him:Itrylove.Readytogo?



Me:youaredrivingmetowork?

HenodswithaSmilebeforehookinghisarminto

mine

Him:Iloveyouanddon'tforgetthemagicwords

Iturnaroundandlookatthelargeframeaboveour

bedwiththe"magicwords"andchucklebefore

readingthemoutloud

Me:Icansavemyself

*

*

<Sambulo>

Theridetothegirls'schoolisalwaysaneventful

one.Theyneverstoptalkingandthentheystart

fightingandthenhalfwaythroughthefightsoneof



themrememberssomethingtheyhaven'ttoldme

andtheystarttalkingnonstopagain

Light:daddy

Me:yesmylove

Light:whydidyounameusLoveandLight?

Ilaugh.Thisquestioncomesupeverytimeweare

togetherandIalwaystellthemthestory.I'm

startingtothinkit'stheirfavoritestory.They've

grownupsofast,itsasifIwenttosleepwithtwo

yearoldsandwokeupwith8yearolds.Theylook

somuchlikeSimlindileandIseesomuchofherin

Kukhanya.ThandoremindsmeofSomilaforsome

reason

Me:youguysknowthestory

Love:tellitagaindaddy,please



ShepullsthecutestfaceandImelt

Me:becauseyourmotherandIwerelostandinthe

darkbeforewemeteachother.Welovedeachother

somuchthatwehadyouguysandyouguys

broughtloveandlightintoourlives

Light:Ihaveanotherquestion

Me:youalwayshaveanotherquestionbaby

Shepoutsandfoldsherarmsdramaticallyacross

herchest

Me:ngiyadlalababy.Ask

Light:don'tyouandmommyloveeachother

anymore?

Me:westillhaveyouguysright?Foraslongaswe

haveyouguysthenwestillloveeachotherbutyou

don'thavetostaywithsomeoneyoulove.Idon't

staywithyouguysbutIloveyoumorethan



anything

Sheseemspleasedwithmyanswer.Idropthemoff

atschoolthendrivetotheoffice.That'showmy

morningsstartonmostdays.itsthelifeihave

chosenformyself,thelifeofbeingasingledad.I

couldn'tdoit,Iwatchedhermoveonwithanother

mananditbrokeme.Ithurtinsideoutbutaftera

fewyearsIacceptedthatshewashappyandI

wasn'ttheonemakingherhappy.

WhenIgottotheoffice,Itookamomentto

appreciatehowmuchthisfirmhasgrown.Wenow

haveabranchinPretoriaaswellnowandthatidiot

brotherofmineheadsupthatbranch.Itfeelsweird

beingapartfromhimandeventhoughitsbeen

3years,Istillcan'tgetusedtoit.Iexchange

greetingswithmyPAbeforesteppingintomyoffice.

aroundmiddayIreceiveacallfromSimlindile,I'm

annoyedathowmyheartstillreactstoher

Me:mamakhe



Simi:hey,uright?

Me:yeahngiright

Thereisanawkwardsilenceforafewseconds

beforesheclearsherthroat

Her:whattimedoyouwanttomeetupat?

Me:5pmisfine.Ishouldbedonewitheverythingby

then

TruthisSabeloandIhavesecuredofficespaceand

clientbaseincapetownandIwanttoheaditup.

I'mtiredofDurban,I'velivedheremywholelifeand

Iwanttotakethegirlswithme.I'vealreadyfounda

goodschoolandIwanttomovethereinJuly.I

knowshewon'tagreeeasilytothis,ifshewillagree

atall.IburymyselfinworkuntilIfeelaknockon

mydoor.Icheckthetimeandit16h50andI'm

starving



Me:comein

Zamaopensthedoorandjustpeaksin.Shelooks

readytogohome

Zama:sirKukhanya'smotherishere

Me:ohpleaseletherin

Shenodsandwalksout.Afewminuteslater,

Simlindilewalksinlookinginsanelygorgeous.fuck,

whatwillittakeformetogetoverthiswoman?She

smilesasIgetupandapproachher.Myheartis

beatinginmythroatrightnow.Weshareahug

beforeIushertothecouch

Me:youlook...wow

Shelaughsnervouslyasshesitsdownandcrosses

herlegs



Her:thankyou

Me:I'mactuallykindahungry.Shouldweorder

something?

Her:Ialsohaven'teatensosure.steersribsand

grilledchicken

Me:yesma'am

Icalltoplacetheorderthenfocusmyattention

backonher

Me:uhmthisisreallyimportantsoIhopeyouwill

bereallyopentoit

Her:okI'mlistening

Me:weareopeningournewofficeincapetownin

JulyandI'llbeheadingit

SheTakesapausethenlooksatmewithglossy



eyes

Her:youwanttotakethegirls?

Inod.I'mnotsureofherreactionbutIreallywant

this

Her:OK

I'mconfusedandsheseesit

Her:thegirlsmeantheworldtoyouandtheyareall

wehavefromourrelationship.Theymakeyou

happyandasmuchaswearenottogether,I'll

alwaysloveyouandcareaboutyouandIreallydo

wantyoutobehappy.

Me:IreallythoughtyouweretheonebutIguessI

expectedalotfromyouwhileIwasalsobroken.

OurbreakupmademerealizethatonlyIcansave



myself

*

*

<Sabelo>

Pretoriaissuchagreatplaceformerightnow,I'm

raisingafamily,I'mheadingagrowingfirmandI'm

marriedtotheworld'smostamazingwoman.

AnyonethatknowsmeknowsIwasn'tgoingtodo

thewholebigwhitewedding.Thatshitisoverrated.

Itookmywomantocourt,wegotmarriedandhad

themotherofalltraditionalweddings.Weallknow

youarenotmarrieduntilyou'vebeensprinkledwith

yongo.Iwasn'tgoingtocompromiseonthat.Iwalk

intoourhouseafterwhathasbeenanexhausting

daybutwhenIseemywifeinthekitchenandmy

kidsinthelounge,it'sasifallthefatiguehas

escapedmybody

Iyazi:tatamiishome



Herunstowardsmeandmydaughtercrawls

behindhim.Shetriestostandbutfalls.Shehasn't

quitemasteredtheartofwalkingyet.

Me:huhuhndodaneverleaveyoursisterbehind.

Hestops,walksbacktoherandtriestopickherup

Imi:ifhedropsmychildSabelo,IswearIwilldrop

youaswell

IyazicarriesImivuyoandwaddlestowardsme.My

daughtergiggleshappilyuntilItakeher.shejust

turnedoneonthe6thofFebruarybutwalkingisstill

amission

Me:hellobhabha



Ikissherchubbycheeksandshelaughs

Vuyo:dada

Me:bhabha

IyaziandIdoourhandshakebeforehetakesmy

bagtothestudy.Iwalkintothekitchen,placeVuyo

onthecounterandwrapmyarmsaroundthelove

ofmylife

Me:heygorgeous

Iplaceapeckonhercheek

Imi:myheart.Imissedyou

Weshareaproperkiss,ashortonebeforeIpull

back



Me:whereisyourotherson?

Her:upstairs.HehasatestonMondaysohesays

heisstudying

Lwandisois19nowanddoinghisfirstyearatUP.

HewantedtoliveinaflatandIrefused.hejust

discoveredgirlsandalcoholallthankstoShakaand

heisoverdoingitnow.Besidesthat,itsnicetohave

allmykidswithme,althoughitwasquiteabattleto

getIyazihere.Ididn'tsleepwithThandithatday,

notbecauseIdidn'twanttobutbecausethe

consequencesofitwouldhavedestroyed

everythingIhadworkedtowards.WhenItoldher

I'mmovingtoPretoriaandthatIwantschool

holidayswithIyazisherefused.shetoldmeifI

leave,I'dhavetogotoDurbantoseemyson.

Ridiculous.Wegotintoahecticcustodybattle,she

lostandIleftwithmyson.HegoestoDurbanforall

schoolholidays.Theintentionwasnevertokeep

himfromhismother



Me:howwasyourday?

Imi:long.Wehaveaneweventtoplanformonth

end.itsabigone

Me:solatenightsarecomingourway?

Her:unfortunatelybabybutIspoketoma'Dlamini

andsheagreedtoworkasastayinstarting

tomorrow

Me:that'sthekids.Mna?

Shegivesmeaslygrinthenshakesherhead.Ilove

everythingaboutthiswoman,I'vegrownsomuch

fromjusthavingherinmylifeandI'mgladImether

whenIdidbecausehadImetherearlier,Iwould

havescreweditup

Her:I'llwakeyouupforaquickieeverynight

Me:butyou'llbetired

Her:you'lldoallthework



Webothlaugh.Ileaveherwithourdaughterand

headtoourbedroomtochangeintosomething

morecomfortable.MyphoneringsjustasI'm

puttingmyshortson.

Me:hello

Sne:IwanttoseemysonSabelo

Me:whatdoesthathavetodowithme?

Her:youarefeedinghimnonsenseaboutme.He

doesn'ttakemycallsbecauseofyou

Snedoesn'tseemtounderstandthatLwandisoisa

grownmannow.Ican'tforcehimtotalktoherifhe

doesn'twantto.Shemustjustacceptthat.She

continuesswearingatmeuntilIhangup.Ifinish

gettingdressedandgotomyson'sroom.Ifindhim

chillingonthebedwithIyazi.Iwatchthemasthey

havetheirconversationanditsatthatmomentthat

IrealizethatmylifeiscompleteandI'mhappyand



contentwithit.IthoughtThandiwouldsavemeand

thenagainIthoughtitwouldbethetherapy.Ittook

meawhiletorealizethatIwasbrokenandthat

healingissomethingthatshouldcomefromwithin.

Isavedmyselffrommyself

*

*

<Slindile>

Lalelathismarriedlifeisamazing,youdon'tfeel

guiltyforwakingupeverymorningnexttoapenis.

Likeitsrightthere,youdon'thavetobookan

appointmentoranythingshadylikethere.Marriage

isasexbuffet,Idon'tunderstandanyonethat's

againstit.Theonlymesseduppartaboutsexis

thatitbringsbabies.Wehave3now.Theyarealla

yearapart,itscrazyandridiculousreallybutIlove

mylittledemons.Especiallymyyoungestone.Heis

4yearsoldandsuchasweetheart.Ofcourseheis

darklikehisfather,Nelaalsobetrayedmeandtook

herfather'scomplexionwhenshegotolder.



Zane:mamapleasewatchthatmovieyoulike

Me:whatmovieisthis?

Nela:theoneyouandLalalike

ThekidscallNtandoLalabecausethat'sallIever

callhimandhecallsmemamaornkosikaziwami.

The"nkosikaziwami"justmakesmemeltevery

timeandslightlywet.Myhusbandmatureslikefine

wine,thereisjustsomethingaboutthatbeardofhis

thatdoesthethingstomyvagina.Zane'sfullname

isZanempilo

Me:whichone?

Xhanti:theoneofthelions.Hakunamatata

Ilaughbecausethat'stheirfavoritemovienotmine

orNtando'sbutwewatchitwiththemeveryweek.

You'dthinkaftersomanyyearsthey'dbeoverit



Me:shouldn'twewaitforLala?

Nela:uphiyenauLalakantimama?

Icontinuelaughing.Yonelaisme.I'msoproudof

thisbecauseIcan'twaitforhertogetolderandwe

canbesavagetogether.Sheisanononsense

takingyounglady,Iloveit.Ayearafterwegot

marriedNtandowasofferedajobashead

cardiologistatWestvilleHospitalandI'mstilla

randomnurseatKingEdwardHospital.Hehas

askedmetostopworkingandraisehiskidsandI've

refusedeverytime.I'mtooyoungtobeboredwith

mylife,I'dprobablybecomeanalcoholic.I've

upgradedonmyalcohol,IdrinkSavannahoutof

champagneflutesnow.Leyvels.Iletthekidswatch

LionGuardwhilewewaitforLala.AfterKuhleand

Zahgotmarried,herandIgotreallyclose.Youneed

toformatagteamifyouintendondefending

yourselfagainstameddlingmotherinlaw.Ieven

haveayoungsquadoffriendsnow.Zah,Thandi,

SimiandJess.Usithandilesailedintothesunset

withacertaincolleagueofhers.Thatgirlisliving



herbestliferebelliouslyandunapologetically.Lala

walksinanhourlater

Zane:mamabukaLalaishome

Me:Nelagoaskyourfatherformoney

Nela:forwhat?

Me:doyounotneedmoney?

Nela:nomama,Idon'twanttobuyanythingnow

Me:wronganswer.Goask

Icanfeelmyclitpulsatingashiscolognefillsthe

wholelounge.Ngekeguysthismanloyadme.

That'stheonlyexplanationtothis.I'malwayshorny

aroundhim

Ntando:heyguys

Heistoweringovermybody,Iliftmyheadandpout.



HeknowswhatIwantbuthejustpecksmylips

Nela:lalacanIhavepapermoney?

Xhanti:youcanbutyoumaynot

Yesmyboy.mymoneyisn'twastedatthatprivate

school

Nela:don'tannoymeXhantiandIwasn'ttalkingto

you

Sheshiftsherfocusonherdadwhoislookingat

meandshakinghishead

Me:yini?

Ntando:youareturningmydaughterintoagold

digger

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.Give



thechildwhatshewantslala,yourdaughteris

broke

Helaughs

Him:Iswearyougetcrazierwitheverybabyyou

bringintotheworld

Me:thatshouldteachyoutostopmakingbabies.

Him:Istillwanttwomorenkosikaziwami

Me:yes!

HecontinueslaughingandI'mashamedofmyself

really.

Him:youaresoEasy

Me:leavemealoneandcomehere.Yourkidswant

towatchLionKing



Weallcuddleuponthe3seatercouchandwatch

opopayi.Ifeelhislipsonthesideofmyheadand

turntofacehim

Him:Iloveyouandthankyouforthis

Me:Iloveyoumoremysuperman

Nela:Lalaandmamashhhhhawu

NtandoandIlookateachotherandlaughsoftly.

Wemadethesekidsandtheysavedusfrom

headingintoadarkspace.Idon'twanttostart

imagininglifewithoutmyX,Y,Zandtheirfather.

Sometimesyoudoneedahero,youcan'talways

saveyourselfanditsnotabadthingorasignof

weakness.Acknowledgingyourweaknesstakes

realstrength,fallingaparttakestruecourageand

gettingbackuptakescourageandstrength.

**TheEnd***


