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Intro..
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Name:Mbali'entleSiphosethuSeti

Age:24

IamXhosagirlbornandbredinQueenstown.I

grewupwithmymotherasanonlychild.My

dadleftustheminutehefoundoutmymother

waspregnant.Butmymothernevergaveup

despitethecircumstances.Sheworkedasa

nurseatalocalclinicthenlaterworkedata

privatehospital.Ineverreallyneededanything

asakid,Ihadeverythingexceptforafather's

love.

IwenttoQueenstownGirlsHighandcompleted

mystudiestherethenofcoursewentto

university(Univ

ersityofFortHare,EastLondon).StudiedHR

andgraduated.JustgotastablejobandI'm



enjoyingit.

Ihavehadbadexperiencewithrelationships

andmylastoneendedbadlybecauseof

distance.We'dbeentogethersincehighschool

andmymomwarnedmeabouthimandInever

listenedtillhedidthesamethingmyfatherdid.

LeftmewhenItoldhimIwaspregnant.My

babywastheonlygoodthingIgotoutofmy

relationship.Enzokuhle,she's2nowand

stayingwithmymominQueenstownbecauseI

justgotmylifetogether..

Characters...

Mymom(MaMfene)

Enzo

Sibabalwe(Mybestfriend)

Siya(babydaddy)

Buhle(afriend)
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Mymomshookmeasshewokemeupfroma

verylongnight.

Mom:Mbalivuka!

Me:5moreminutes.

Mom:Mbali'entleSiphosethuSetivuka.

Ismileandgotuptocheckthetime.Itwasonly

9andIwasstilldrowsybecausewehadjust

arrivedat4fromtheCrossover(31stDecember

to1stJanuaryprayer).

Me:youcangonow.

Shesmiledthewalkedout.Iwokemybabyup

andshesmiledtheminuteshesawme.

Me:baby

Enzo:baba

Shelookedsocute.Ipickedherupandwe

walkedtothebathroomtobrushourteeththen



weheadedtothekitchenforbreakfast.

Mom:whenareyouleaving?

Me:laterontoday.

Herfaceimmediatelychanged.IknowIcould

staylongerbutIneededtogorestalittlebefore

work.

Mom:yi1stnamhlanjeMbali.

Me:Iknowma.ButIneedtoprepareafewstuff

beforework.

Iknewthisdidn'tsitwellwithhereventhough

I'vebeenhereforlike3weeksnow.Imissed

livingaloneandmyfriendstoo.

Me:okfinendizohambaFriday.

ItwasTuesdaytoday.Shesmiledabit.

WehadbreakfastthenafterbreakfastIwentto

takeabathwithEnzothenwegotdressedin

shortsandwhiteshirts.

Mom:niyaphi?



Me:nowhere.

Wewalkedtotheloungethenjustwatchedtv

thewholeday.IdecidedtocallSibaandtellher

Iwouldn'tbereturninganytimesoon.

Siba:sthandwa.

Me:hey.Howareyou?

Siba:good.Howfarareyou?

Me:ahndizobuyaFriday.

Siba:yho3daysyonke.

Me:I'msorrylove.

Siba:it'sfine.Ijusthavetobestrongthen.

Me:yep.Selaamanzianecementuxole.

Shelaughed.

Siba:Iloveyouvha?

Me:Iloveyoutoomuchkin.

Wehungupthentherewasaknockandmy

momlookedat.



Me:expectingsomeone?

Mom:no

Igotupandwenttoopenandtomysurpriseit

wasSiya(thebabydaddy).Iknowhowmymom

canbearoundhimsoIgotoutandwestood

outside.

Siya:hi

Me:hi

Siya:uhhappynewyearbytheway.

Me:thanks.Happynewyeartoyoutoo.

Hejustsmiled.

IhadbeenwithSiyasincegrade11(17years)

tillIwas20andthatwas4years.Hemeantthe

worldtomeandwehaddreams.Eventhough

wewereindifferentuniversitieswestillmade

timeforeachother.Itrustedhimwith

everythinginmebutheplayedmejustlike

everybodyelse.



Siya:ndizobonauEnzo.

EventhoughhehadleftmewhenItoldhim

aboutmypregnancy,hewaspresentinhis

child'slife.Hemadeanefforttoseeheras

manytimesaspossible.Helpswithherneeds,

education,clothes,nannyfeesandwhatnot.

Me:uhok

Siya:I'llbringherbackbefore6.Myparents

wanttoseeher.

Inoddedthenwalkedinside.

Me:uhmamauSiyaufunauEnzo.

Mom:uyamfuna?

Me:hedidn'tsayitlikethatbuthewantsto

spendtimewithher.

Mom:ndithulevhaMbali.Doasyouplease.

Ngumntanawenukakade.

IknewshehadalotmoretosaybutsinceEnzo

wasaroundshekeptsomestufftoherself.I



wenttopackabagforEnzothenwayaku

tatakhe.

Enzo:tata!!

Shewassoexcitedtoseehim.

Siya:babawam.

Hetookherintohisarms.

Siya:IpromiseI'llbringherback.

Inoddedthenwalkedbackinside.Mymomwas

stillangry.IknowshehatesSiyabutIcan'tuse

hisdaughteragainsthim.

Mom:youknowwhatIhate?Thefactthathe

hasthenervetocometomyhouseafter

everythinghe'sdonetoyouandyoujustchoose

toforgeteverythingandplayhappyfamilies.

Me:I'mnotplayinghappyfamilies.Ngumntana

wakhenaye.Hehaseveryrighttoseeher.

Mom:okMbali.You'retheadulthereandyou

knoweverything.



Shewalkedtoherbedroomandclosedthedoor.

IstayedintheloungejusthopingIhadleft.My

momcanbesounfairattimes.

At5Idecidedtostartonsupperasitwas

gettinglateandmymomwasstilllockedinher

room.Nyaniat6Iheardmydaughter'slaughter

outsideandIopenedbeforetheyknocked.

ShecamerunningtomeandIpickedherup.

Siya:thanks.Wehadagoodday.

Inodded.

Siya:uhambanini?

Me:Friday.

Siya:ohIhopeIseeyouagainbeforeyouleave.

Ijustsmiled.

HeleanedovertokissmyforeheadthenEnzo's

cheek.Idon'tknowhowstupidIcanbebutI

justthoughttherewasstillhopeforus.Hegave

mehopethatwecouldstillworkoutandthats



whatmademymomangry.

Igotinsidethenclosedthedoor.

Enzo:uphiukhulu?

Me:useroominiyakhe.

Enzo:okbye.

SherantoherroomandIcarriedoncooking.At

7Idishedoutandservedthefamily.Weatin

theloungewhilewatchingthenews.IfedEnzo

whilsteating...
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Ilaterwashedthedishesthenwenttobedwith

mydaughter.Shekepttellingmeabouttheday

shehadwithherdadandIwasgladshe

enjouedherself.

.

OnFridaymorningIwokeupandtookabath



thenworeskinnyjeansandavest.Iwentto

wakeEnzoupthenbathedher.Shewasso

quietandIknewsheknewIwasleaving.

Enzo:uyahamba?

Me:ewebaby.Butndizobuya.

Enzo:ngomso?

IhatedleavingherbehindbutIhadto,because

ofwork.

Me:ewe.

Shesmiled.

Idressedherinherpinkjumsuit.

WewalkedtotheloungeandIpouredcerealfor

thebothofusthenwewenttositinthelounge.

Mymomwasalreadythere.

Me:molo.

Mom:molo.Uhambakwaearlyna?

Me:IhaveworkonMondaynje.



Mom:uneweekendyonkenje.

Me:ohhayimama.Don'ttrytochangemymind

again.Plusuzobuyausisingomso.

Mom:ok.

WehadbreakfastthenIwashedthedishesand

wenttofetchmybagsandpackedtheminthe

car.Yep,thefirstthingIdidwhenIgotajob,I

gotmyselfacar.AnavyFordFiesta.

Mom:sothisisit.

ShecametohugmeandEnzocried.

Mom:uzobuyaumama.

ShenoddedandIkissedherthendroveoff.I

hatedseeingherlikethat.Idrovetotownand

boughtafewsnacksfortheroadthenfilledup

mytankthendrovetoEastLondonallalone.

Iarrivedatlike1thenunpackedeverything

therewastounpack.Irentedanapartmentin

BeaconBay.Itwasclosertoworkerandsafer

too.



ThefridgewasemptysoItookmycarkeysand

drovetoRetailParktobuyafewgroceriesthen

Icalledmymom.

Me:mamakaMbali.

Mom:sweetheart.Ufikile?

Me:eweI'mjustbuyinggroceries.

Mom:ohh.How'sthatsidesofar?

Me:perfect.

Mom:mhh.Uzaniningapha?

Me:haibomamaIjustleft.

Shegiggled.

Me:khawunikeuEnzo.

Therewasashufflethenanargument.

Mom:yhohaikesanaakafuni.Usaqumbile.

Iletoutasigh.

Me:ok.

WehungupthenIdrovebackhomeand



unpackedeverything.Iwantedtotakeanapbut

beforethatIneededtocallSibaandtellherI

hadarrived.

Me:mychocolatebutterflymunchkin.

Shelaughed.

Siba:friendubanxekile.Whatthehellisthat?

Me:thatisyou.

Siba:uphi,I'vegotplansforus.

Me:myplace.Iwasthinkingoftakinganap

though.

Siba:oklalabutI'llbethereat7.Buhleisalso

comingwith.

Me:oksiyaphi?

Siba:youasktoomanyquestions.

ShehungupbeforeIcouldsayanythingmore.I

smiledtomyselfthenwenttomybedroomand

tookanap.Iwokeupat5thentookashower

bythetimendiqibamygirlswerealready



knocking.Iwenttoopenwithmytowel

wrappedaround.

Buhle:ifIdidn'tknowbetterI'dsaykukho

umntuomfihleapha.

Me:Iwasintheshowerxolweni.

Siba:nxibanxiba,iguyszamzilindile.

Me:Iknewineguysleplanyakho.

Theylaughed.

OkSibawasabitshorterthanme,abitchubby

butshecallsherselfthick.Curvesfordays.Not

toolight,bigeyesanddimples.She'syoursize

36to38typeofgirls.

AndontheotherhandBuhlewasskinny,curvy

aswell.Yourmodeltypeofheight.Size30and

32.Yellowbonewithsmallbrowneyes.

Mebeingtheshortormiddlesizedgirl.Nottoo

thickjustright.Nottoolightaswellandnottoo

darkeither.Size32or34.Thatsme.Round

browneyes.



Theywerealreadydressed.

Siba:ntombazanayakwaSetihambonxiba.

Ilaughedthenwalkedtomybedroom.Since

shementionedguysIdecidedtowearmyblack

highwaistedjeanandawhitecroptopand

whitesneakers.

Siba:mamakaEnzonje.

Ismiled.Wetookacoupleofpicturesthenleft.

WewereusingmycarsoIdrovetothishouse

inVincentandthat'swherethepoolpartywas

happening.Itwasalreadypackedwhenwegot

theresoIfoundaspottoparkthenwewalked

in.IswearInearlyfaintedwhenIsawSiyathere

too.HeoftenvisitedELandIknewhehad

friendsthissidebutIwasn'texpectingtosee

him.

Siba:iyhoo.

Hecameovertousandhuggedme.

Siya:wannacomemeetmyfriends?



Me:ahSiya.Icameherewithmyfriends.

Siya:ohsorry.

Hekissedmycheekthenwalkedovertohis

friends.

Buhle:ithininalento?

Me:I'msolost.

Welaughedthenwalkedovertowherethe

boozewasandwestartedthenightwithafew

shots.ThenIgotmyredwine.

Buhleleftwiththisothergirlkwashyekamnano

Siba.

Siba:Ifeellikendizokushiya.

Me:you'resomean.

Siba:youknowwhenwestartoffthenightwith

shotsitawakesthehoenessinsideus.

Ilaughed.ShewalkedawayandIjustwentto

sitoutsideallalone.ThenSiyawalkedoverto

me.



Siya:youstillloveyourredwine?

Ismiledthennodded.

Siya:Imissyouyazi.

Therehegoesagain,givingmefalsehope.

Me:we'vebeendownthisroadbeforeSiyaand

itdidn'twork.

Siya:I'mserious.Igotatransfertothissideand

Iwantustoworkonthings.

See,IstilllovedhimandIdoubtI'lleverstop.He

madeafooloutofmetwicebutIstillhadthe

sameamountofloveforhim.Hemademe

believethatheonlycheatedbecauseofthe

distanceandIbelievedhim.HestayedinPort

ElizabethandIwasinEastLondonsoI

understoodwherehecamefrom.

Me:andwhyareyouonlytellingmethisnow?

Siya:Iwasgoingtocallyouandtellyouthisbut

sinceyou'rehere,Ijustthoughtwhynot.



Me:ohh.

Siya:sowhatdoyousay?Wannagiveus

anothershot?

Me:it'snotthateasy,Ineedtothinkaboutit.

Henodded.

Siya:I'llgiveyouallthetimeyouneed.

Heseemedlikehehadchanged.Onlyjudging

bythewayhespokelately.Hesoundedso

sincere.

Wethenspokeabouteverythingnje,fromour

daughtertothepartytoworkthenlaterIcalled

myfriendsandweleft.Itwasalready3inthe

morning.

Siba:sowhat'shappeningkuwenoSiya?

Buhle:andyouguysweresocosy.

Me:nothing.We'rejustparentstoEnzo.

Buhle:Iknowthatlie.

Me:I'mserious.



Siba:you'reblushing.

Ilaughed.Wefinallyarrivedatmyplace.They

weregoingtosleepover.

Buhle:areyouguysbacktogether?

Me:notyet.

Siba:soit'sgoingtohappen?

Me:nizobona.

Ididn'twanttoseemnaiveandagreeto

everythinghesaid.HeknowshowIfeelabout

himandhealwaysusesthattohisadvantage.

Idrankwaterthenchangedtopjs.Andweall

wenttobed...
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IwokeuponSaturdaymorningandwentto



makebreakfastformybabies.Bacon,cheese

grillers,eggs,mushroomsandtoast.Iknowit

wastoomuchbutIlovedthemtoomuchfor

themtostarve.MyphoneranganditwasSiya.

Me:hello.

Siya:morningsunshine,unjani?

Me:I'mallgoodyou?

Siya:goodtoo.How'sthehangover?

Me:noneofthat.

Siya:mhh.Meetmethisafternoon.

Me:isthatanorder?

Siya:nondiyakucela.

Me:okke.Tellmewhenandwhere.

Siya:willsendyouthedetails.

Me:sure.

Ihungupandthegirlswalkedin.

Buhle:Ifeellikesithandiwe.



Me:alwaysnje.

Wehadbreakfastwhilehavingarandom

conversationabouteverything.

Siba:solikendinomntuomthsa.

Buhle:Iknewlaguyibinenjongo.

Ilaughed.

Siba:noman.Idon'tdorelationships.Sourceof

incomeleyaqha.

Welaughed.Sibareallywasn'tarelationship

typeofgirl.Sheoncehadaseriousrelationship

qhawadikwa.Apparentlytheguybecame

boring.

Me:zangewathinikewena.

Buhle:namIneedthat.Nobangoministerabay

3.

Myfriendswerecrazykodwa.Afterbreakfast

theywashedthedishesandIwenttotakea

bathandworehighwaistedshortsandacrop



topandmywhiteallstar.

Siba:uyaphiwena?

Me:ndigodusaninatshi.

Buhle:it'seven1yet.

Me:ndifunaulalamna.

TheytooktheirstuffandIdrovethemhome.

SibastayedinSouthernwoodandBuhlein

Amalinda.Theyalsostayedinflats.Buhle

wantedustostaytogetherbutIcouldn'treally

standSiba'sblessersandmymomwouldjust

showupsoIneededmywonspace.

AfterdroppingthemoffIdrovetoOceanBasket

inVincentPark.Thatswherewe'dbemeeting

withSiya.Iarrivedandhewasalreadywaiting.

Hesmiledthenwavedwhenhesawme.I

walkedovertohimandwehugged.

Me:sorryforkeepingyouwaiting.

Siya:it'sfine.



Iorderedprawnsandcalamariandhewentfor

sushi,it'salwaysbeenhisfavourite.

Me:sowhenareyoumovingthisside?

Siya:I'mherenow.I'mjustwaitingforcourierto

bringmystuff.

Me:mhh.

Siya:wannataste?

Ishookmyhead.

Siya:comeonitsjustfish.

Me:it'sraw.

Siya:okmamelaneh.Let'spretendthatyouhad

toeatitinorderforEnzotosurvive.

Ilookedathimthenburstintolaughter.Hewas

soserious.

Me:I'dprobablyletherdie.

Siya:ouch!Wasteyespermsam.

Welaughedandmostofthepeoplelookedat



us.

Me:okkeletmetaste.

Iopenedmymouthandhefedme.Itwasn'tas

badasIthoughtitwas.

Me:it'snotsobad.

Siya:Itoldyou.

Me:mxm

Wehadspokeabouteverythingthenlaterleft.

Hehadmyhandinhis.

Siya:kaneneyou'vegotyourowncar.

Me:yeah.

Siya:mhh.

Hepulledmeinforthelongesthugever.He

finallypulledawayandIkissedmyforehead.

Siya:Iloveyouok?

Inodded.

Iwantedtogivehimanotherchanceandthis



wasprobablygoingtobethelast.

Me:uhmSiyaIwannagiveusanotherchance.

Hesmiled.

Siya:nyani?

Me:ewe.

Hekissedmesomanytimes.

Ifinallyleftanddrovebackhome.Icooked

supperthencalledmybaby.Andthistimeshe

agreedtotalktome.Wehadaverylongconvo

abouteverythingthenIfinallyhungup.Hadmy

supperthanndayolala.

ThenextdayIwokeupandwenttochurchthen

obviouslyhadlunchwithSiya.Hewasstill

stayingathisfriendsplace.Sohe'dbevisiting

meoften.Iwouldn'treallywanttobearoundhis

friendsallthetime.Soitwouldonlymake

senseifhecameover.

IdecidedtotellSibaaboutitkwangokukuse

early.



Siba:yho.

Me:what?

Siba:lomntumadeafooloutofyoutwiceand

youstillgivehimachance.

Me:ndiyamthandaSibaandhe'smybabydaddy.

Siba:yho.I'mnotinetojudge.Ifhemakesyou

happythenI'mhappyforyou.Ifhebreaksyour

heartagain,I'llbehereforyou.

Me:enkosi.

Siba:uzothiniumama?

Me:comeonSiba.Mymomcan'tstandinthe

wayofmyhappiness.

Siba:ifyousayso.Imandilale.I'vegotwork

tomorrow.

Me:okbye.

Wehungupandtobehonestshesounded

disappointedinme.Andshewasjust

pretendingtobehappybecauseIleftherwith



nochoice..

Iguesswe'llhavetoseewherethistakesus.
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Mondaymorningwaswork.Iwokeuptothe

sweetestmessagefromSiyaandthatjust

mademyday.Itookabaththengotdressedin

ablackboycondressandblackheels.Fixedmy

hair.Ihadmynaturalhair.YeahIhavereally

longhair.

Iwenttothekitchenforbreakfastthenbrushed

myteethandtookmystuffanddrovetowork.I

workedwithSibasoI'dobviouslybumpintoher

atwork.Igottoworkandgotrighttoit.Iwas

goingthroughsomeapplicationsandthatcan

drainone.

NgelunchSibawalkedin.

Siba:mybaby.Let'sgoforlunch.



Me:phi?

Siba:Idon'tknow.Town,whatever.

Me:okmasambeke

ItookmystuffandwedrovetoWimpyintown.

Ilookedforarelevantparkingspotandwe

walkedin.Orderedburgerssatya.

Siba:sotellmeiqaleninilentoyakhonoSiya?

Me:Saturday.Canwenottalkabouthim.

Iknewifwecarriedonshe'dprobablyjudgeme.

Makemefeelguiltyfortryingtomakethings

rightwithhim.

Siba:ok.UyaninieKomani?

Me:Ijustgotherenje.

Siba:it'sjustaquestion.

Me:Enzoneedstogetusedtomenotbeing

aroundsonotanytimesoon.

Siba:punishmentkodwa.Uzaniniyena?



EnzousuallyvisitedwellonlywhenI'monleave.

Ifetchherandshespendsacoupleofdays

withme.

Me:notsureyet.

Siba:Sundaykukhoenyeichillsesh.

Me:ha!NoSibandizolalamna.I'vegotworkon

Monday.

Siba:wealldo.

Ididn'trespond.Ineededtogetmylifeontrack

andIcouldn'tkeepgoingtothesepartieslikeI

havenothingtodo.ThedayIgavebirthto

EnzokuhleItoldmyselfIwouldneverplay

gamesagainIwaslivingforher.Shehadto

haveagreatfuturewitheverythingsheneeded

andwanted.Ididn'twanthertosufferandIuse

theexcusethat"Ihadheratayoungage".

Afterlunchwepaidthendrovebacktothe

office.Mydaywasbusy,anditwasonlythe

firstdaysoIwasexpectingmore.Afterworkas



usualIdroppedSibaoffatherplacethenI

drovetoSteersIwashungryandIwasn'treally

inthecookingmood.Igothomeandasalways

itwasquiet.Iconsideredtakingmydaughter

butIknowhowitwouldhurtmymomsoI

decidedtoletitgo.

Ichangedtomypjsthenswitchedthetvon

whileeatingmyburger.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandIthoughtit

wasSibaandBuhle.

Me:coming!

IwenttoopenanditwasSiya.

Ifrozebecausehehadasmallbagwithhim

morelikeanovernightbag.

Me:hi

Hesmiledandhuggedme.

Siya:surprise.

Ifakedasmile.WemaybedatingbutIwould



stillpreferhetoldmebeforecoming

unexpected.

Iopenedandhewalkedtomybedroom.Myflat

wasonebedroomed.Idon'tusuallyhave

visitorssoIdon'tneedtheotherroom.

Ijuststoodtheretryingtothinkofwaysto

approachthematterwithoutsoundinglikea

badperson.

Hewalkedinandheldmefrombehind.He

kissedmyneckandIjuststoodthere.

Siya:whyareyoudotense?

Me:nothing.

Wewenttositdown.

Siya:I'llbespendingthenight.Ihopeyoudon't

mind.

Me:nonotatall.

Wewatchedtvtogether.Ididn'treallyhavefood

toofferhimsoifhewashungryhe'dhaveto



makeasandwichorsomething.

Me:ahndiyolala.

Siya:soearly?

Me:Ihavealongdaytomorrow.

Siya:ohwellmasiyolala.

Wewalkedtothebedroomandhechanged

whileIwasalreadyinbed.

Me:areyoustillatyourfriendsplace?

Siya:yep.

Me:mhh.Work?

Siya:IhadatransfersoIworkobviously.

Me:justasking.Sohaveyoustartedhouse

hunting?

Siya:uhLuzukoandIlookedatafewplacesso

bytheendofthemonthIwouldhavemadea

decision.

Me:ok.



HepulledmecloserandwecuddledtillIfell

asleep.Ididn'tevencallmydaughterandthat

mademefeelbad.

.

SoSiyaandIspokethefollowingmorningand

heaskedtomoveinwithme.Iwasfirst

hesitantbuthebeggedandIfinallyagreed.Only

becausehecomplainedabouttheliving

situationathisfriendsplace,apparentlyhehas

girlsoverallthetime.ImeanIwouldn'twanta

bunchofthirstygirlsallovermyman.He

broughtallhisclothesonTuesdayevening.It

wasquitealotofstuff.Butmyplacewouldbe

backtonormalbytheendofthemonth.Itold

myfriendsandSibawasthefirsttojudge.I

don'tblameherthoughbutIjustwishshe'd

considermyfeelings.

.

Soit'sFridaynightandsincekushushuI'min

myshortpj's.Andit'sreallytight.OkIwouldn't



sayIhaveahugebutt.Itmediumsize.Visable

too.

Siya:tooshort.

Me:Iworetheseyesterdayandyoudidn't

complain.

Siya:it'sFridaytoday.

Me:mxm.

Hechuckled.Itookmyphoneandorderedpizza.

I'musedtostayingalonesohe'dhaveto

understand.

Siya:youandtakeouts.

Me:Icookedyesterday.

Siya:I'vebeenherefor5daysandyouonly

cookedonce.

Me:I'mnobody'swife.

Siya:ifyoucook,Imightwifeyou.

Hegavemeaseductivelookandhegotupto

kissme.Helaymegentlyonthecouchandhe



gotontopofme.Thingsweregettingabittoo

heatedbutIcarriedon.I'dprobablystophim

beforehegetstotherealdeal.

Hewasrubbinghimselfagainstmeand

groaning.

TherewasaknockonthedoorsoIgotbecause

Ithoughtitwasthepizzaguy.Tomysurpriseit

wasmymomandEnzo.IliterallyfrozetillEnzo

jumpedtomyarmsfrommymoms.

Mom:surprise

Iwasreallysurprised.Ilettheminandmymom

juststoodshockedwhenshesawSiya.

Mom:hayingumhlola.

Tomakemattersworsethepillowswereonthe

floorandhisjeanwasunbuttoned,Idon'teven

knowhoworwhy.

Enzo:tata!!

Iputherdownandsherantohim.



Mom:yeywenaSatanayekalomntana,unxibe

uhambeapha.

Me:hayimama.

Mom:Mbalileavethistome.

Me:Idon'twanthelp.Siyastayshere.

Shelaughedindisbelief.

Mom:Iclearlywastedmymoneytakingyouto

expensiveschools.UmuncumahmMbali.Can't

youseethismanisplayingyou.

IlookedatSiyawhowasbusywithhisdaughter.

Me:uhmSiyacanyoupleasego.Justfor

tonight.

Henodded.KissedEnzothenmeandhetook

hiscarkeysandwalkedout.

Mom:whyareyoudoingthistoyourself?You're

smart,beautiful,fun.Youcangetsomeoneelse

buthim.

Me:whydoyouhatehimsomuch?



Mom:Heonlywantstodestroyyou,evenafool

canseethat.He'sjealousofyou.

Me:wow.

Mom:ItriedIreallydid.Don'tsayIdidn'twarn

youwhenheleavesyouforsomeonebetter.

Icouldn'tbelieveshesaidthattomyface.So

muchforamother...
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Afterthatwholesessionofarguingandcrying

mymomdecidedshe'dsleeponthecouchand

Iwenttosleepwithmydaughter.Shewas

alreadyfastasleepaftersupper.

Ifellasleepimmediately.

Thenextmorningmybabywokemeup.

Enzo:mama!

Ilookedupandshewasallsmiles.



Enzo:uphiutata?

Me:usendliniyakhe.

Enzo:uzoza?

Me:andazibutsiyakwimoviesneh?

Enzo:yey!!

Sheimmediatelyjumpedoutofbedandwentto

thebathroom.Iwentandpouredwaterinthe

bathtubthenwetookabathtogether.Afterour

bathsheworejeansandawhiteshirt.Iwore

myolivejumpsuitandmaroonheels,fixedmy

hairthenwalkedout.Mymomwashaving

coffeeandshelookedlikeshehadn'tsleptatall.

Shehadbagsunderhereyes.Thathurtmeto

thecore.Iwastheoneresponsibleformy

mom'sheartbreakonceagain.

Me:morningma.

Shejustlookedatmeandsmile.

Me:uhwe'regoingout.Wannajoinus?



Mom:no,hambanoEnzoI'llbefine.

Me:areyousure?

Mom:ewe.

Wehadbreakfastthenleft.Wefirstdrovetothe

beachandsheplayedwiththewater.She

enjoyedthebeachtoomuch.Wetookpictures

togetherthendrovetoHemingways.

Enzo:uphiumakazi?

ShecallsSibathat.

Me:ukhona.

WefinallyarrivedandItookhertoElectric

Avenue,therewaslaughterandsomuch

excitementinhervoice.Afterthatlongdaywe

wentforlunchthenmovies.Iwassotiredand

nowEnzowasfastasleep.

Idrovehomeandarrivedatlike4.CarriedEnzo

insideandmymomwasinthekitchencooking.

Me:we'reback.



Sheturnedandsmiled.ItookEnzotomy

bedroomthenwalkedbacktothekitchen.I

neededtospeaktomymom.

Mom:Siyacametofetchhisclothesthis

afternoon.

Me:huh?

Mom:hesaidhe'dgobacktohisfriendsplace

andbyMondayhe'dhavehisownplace.

Me:oh.MamaI'mreallysorryforhurtingyou

likethatbutcanyoupleasejustletmefollow

myheartjustthisonce.

Shejustsmiled.

Mom:oksthandwasam.I'mgivinghimjustthis

onechance.Ifheeverdoesanything,I'llmake

sureIhurthimmyself.

Ihuggedherforthelongesttimeeverthen

finallyletgoandshekissedme.

Shefinishedcookingat6andwehadsupper.

Enzowasstillfastasleep.



Mom:mvuseshewon'tsleep.

Me:myeke.I'llprobablystayupwithher.

Mom:ok.

WefinishedandIwashedthedishesthenwent

tobed.AndobviouslyEnzowokemeupat11

andIfedher.Westayeduptogetheralmosthalf

thenight,watchingtvwhilemymomslept.

.

OnSundaytheyleftanditwasjusttears.I'd

neverstopcryingwhenIleaveormymomand

Enzoleave.SoIhaven'theardfromSiyasince

heleftonFriday.Idefinitelywasn'tgoingto

Luzuko'shousesinceIknewhehadthat

Sundaychillsesh.Ididn'twantdrama.Sibaand

BuhlewereprobablytheresoIdidn'treallyhave

someonetochillwith.Watchedmoviesforthe

restoftheafternoonthenhadsupper.Mymom

hadcookedformebeforesheleft.After

supperIwentstraighttobedandslept

immediately.



Thenextmorningwaswork.IhateMondays.I

gotup.Wenttotakeabath,driedmyselfthen

lotionedmybodyandgotdressed.Myphone

ranganditwasSiya.Irolledmyeyesthen

answered.

Me:Siya

Siya:nobaby,loveorwhatever.

Me:morelikeprodigalboyfriend.

Hechuckled.

Siya:Ineededtogiveyouandyourmomspace.

Me:oneminutecalltoatleastcheckonyour

daughter.

Siya:I'msorry.Canwemeetforbreakfast?

Me:noI'malreadylate.

Siya:lunchthen?

Me:sure.

Siya:pluswecangoseemynewplace.



Me:ok.

Siya:Iloveyouok?

Me:ok

Ihungupthengotdressedinakneelengthskirt

andshirtwithmynavyblazerandblackheel.I

lookedmyselfinthemirrorandIwashot.Had

anappleforbreakfastthendrovetowork.

TrafficwashecticandIendedupbeingmore

late.Igottoworkandmadecoffeethengotto

it.Sibawalkedin.

Me:yhoawunqabe.

Siba:Ihavetopullthisloveydoveythingwith

Luzukokalok.

Me:yho.

Siba:howwasyourweekend?

Me:itwasgood.Igottospendtimewithmy

daughterandmom.

Siba:andyoudidn'ttellme.



Me:bavelebafikaFridaynight.

Siba:uSiyayena?

Shesaidthatsittingdown.

Me:heleftkalok.Thentherewassomuch

drama.

Siba:yho.Isawhimwiththisothergirlizolo.

Iwashurtalittle.

Me:phi?

Siba:kulachillsesh.Andshewasintroducedas

his"girlfriend".

Iwasgettingangry.

Me:nyani?

Siba:nyani.Hewasshockedtoseemebuthe

carriedonlikenothinghappened.

Me:yho.

Siba:I'msorry.

Me:it'sfine.



Iwon'tlie,Iwashurttotheextreme.Ithasn't

evenbeen2weeksandhe'salreadycheating.

It'squiteobviousthathewasbusywiththis

girlfriendthewholeweekend.

SibaleftandIcarriedonwithwork.Sincewere

goingtomeetforlunchIusedthisasan

opportunitytoaskhim.Hetoldmetomeethim

atSteersinVincentsoIdrovethere.Hewas

alreadysittedbusyonhislaptop.Dressedina

navysuit.Isatoppositehimanditwasonly

thenthathenoticedme.

Siya:ohyou'reherealready.

Me:yeah.

Siya:ufunantoni?

Me:ribsplease.

Hegotupandwenttoorder.Camebackand

lookedatme.

Me:what?

Siya:nothing.Justadmiringyourbeauty.



Me:mhh

Siya:IgotahouseinAmalinda.3bedrooms

and2bathrooms.YouandEnzomightbe

movinginsoon.

Ichokedonmysaliva.

Siya:areyouok?

Me:yeah.Sohowdidyouspendyourweekend?

Siya:withthegentsobviously.Soitwasmeat

andbooze.

Me:qha?

Siya:utheniuSibabalwekuwe?

Me:wasshesupposedtosaysomething?

Siya:sheprobablytoldyouIwaswithagirlright?

Me:mhh.

Siya:wellthat'smygirlfriend,asinfemale

friend.Weworktogether.

Me:ohh?



Siya:youdon'ttrustme?Wecancallherand

askwhoshewaswiththisweekend.

Me:that'snotnecessary.

Theybroughtourorderandwedugin.

Siya:how'sourprincessdoing?

Me:fine.Butshereallywantedtoseeyou.

Siya:youshould'vetoldme.

Me:Ithoughtyou'dcall.

Siya:I'llmakesureIseehersoon.

Me:ok.

Wefinishedeatingthenleft.Iwasdriving

behindhimtohisnewhouse.Wefinallygot

thereandIparked.Itwasbeautiful.Wegot

insideanditwasspacious.

Siya:likeit?

Me:Iloveit.

Heheldmecloserandkissedme,sodeepIfelt



likenotlettinggo.Hefinallypulledoutand

lookedmeintheeye.

Siya:Marryme.

Ijustlookedathimshocked.Nothingcould

comeoutofmymouthatthatmoment.He

lookedsosincere.Iwantedtogivehimmy

answerbutIjustwentmute...
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Ipulledawayfromhisembraceandhelooked

confused.I'vebeenwithSiyaforyearsandI

knowwhathe'sabout.Iwouldn'tmoveinto

anythingsofastwithhim.

Siya:amIrushingthings?

Me:yes

Siya:I'msorry.Ijustthoughtsincewe'vebeen

togetheryouwon'tmind.



Me:mhh.Iactuallymind.Kulate.Ihavetogo

backtowork.

Ikissedhischeekthenwalkedout.Igottomy

carandletoutasigh.Ididn'tevenrealizeIwas

holdingmybreathforthatlong.Idrovebackto

workandjustfinishedoffthentookSibahome.

Me:solikeSiyaaskedmetomarryhim.

Shewasshockedthenjustletoutaslightlaugh.

Siba:he'sjokingright?

Me:that'swhatIalsothought.

Siba:ifIdidn'tknowbetterI'dsayhe'shiding

something.

Me:samehere.ButI'lltryandfindout.

Siba:finallyyouseethelight.

Igiggled.

Imayhavelookedvulnerableinhiseyesorhis

presencebutIstillhadabrain.Ihadmyheartto

thinkof.



Me:I'vealwaysseenthelight.

Ifinallydroppedheroffanddrovehome.

.

Amonthwentbyandeverythingseemedok

withSiya.Ihadtostudyhimabitandthere

seemedtobenothingwrongwithhim.Well

thereweregirlshereandtherebutwe'dpull

through.Hehadmovedintohisnewhouseand

ofcourseIvisitedsometimesandhedidthe

same.Weevenwentoutonsomeweekends.I

wasinloveandeverythingwasgoingright.On

Valentinesdayheproposedagainand

obviouslyIagreedbutweagreedtotakethings

slow.Therewasnoringoranythingbuthesent

alettertomyfamily.Mymomdidn'teventryto

soundexcitedforme.

.

Soit'saSaturdaymorninginFebruaryandthe

previousnightwasamazingwithSiya.



Igotupandkissedhislipsandhecarriedon

withthekiss,niceandslow.Igiggled.

Me:Ithoughtulele.

Siya:Iguessthekisswokemeup.

Me:you'redirtyminded.Ndiyohlambamna.

Itriedtogetuobuthepulledme.

Siya:justone.

Me:ha.aSiyayougotitalllastnight.

Siya:mhh.

HehadpleadingeyesandIfinallygavein.

WekissedthensinceIwasontopIfeltthebig

guy.Hepulledmypjtopoffthenmyshorts.

BasicallyIwasnakedandheonlyhadhis

boxerson.Heopenedthedrawerwithhisfree

handandtookoutacondom.Icouldn'tafford

havinganotherbaby.Ihelpedhimputiton.

ThenheimmediatelyinserthimselfandI

startedgrindingwithhishandsonmywaist.He



keptgroaningandsayingstuffIcouldn'teven

hear.

HewentintoodeepandImoaned.Immediately

flippedmeoverandwentintoodeep,toofast,

toohard.

Igrabbedhisbackforgrip.

Moansandhisnameweretheonlythingthat

escapedfrommymouth.

IfeltmyselfbuildupandIfinallyletitallout

andhefollowedrightaftermeandcollapsedon

topofme.

Siya:you'reamazing.

Icouldn'tevenbreathesoIjustsmiled.After

sometimeIgotupandwenttotakeashower.

Itwaslongandwarm.Igotoutandlotioned

myselfthengotdressed.Siyawasbusywitha

callsohewalkedout.Iworemynavyjeananda

whitecroptopwithmyflipflops.

Siya:uyaphi?



Me:Ineedtogetmyhairdone.

Siya:where?

Me:Vincent.

Siya:I'lltakeyou.

Hewenttotakeabaththengotdressed.We

usedhiscarthendrovetoVincent.Ihaven't

gottenaweavedoneinawhilesoIwanted

somethingwithcurls.Siyasatthewholetime.

Me:I'mdone.

Siya:I'llpay.Umhlebytheway.

Me:thanks

Heswipedthenweleftforlunch.Itwasgreat

beingwithhim,alotfuthi.

.

Soitwastheweekendwherehe'dgotofamily

forthenegotiations.Idrovedownto

QueenstownontheFridayandhesaidhe'dbe

comingonSaturday.Ndifikengolalasinceit



waslate.Bothmyfriendswerethere.Bebezo

lalaekhaya.

ThenextmorningIwokeupandwenttotakea

bath.Madebreakfastforeveryone.Myuncles

wouldbearrivingduringtheday.Mymom

walkedin.

Mom:morningmylove.

Me:morning.

Mom:sothisisreallyhappening?

Me:Iguessso.

Mom:Ican'tbelieveyou'vegrownupsofast.

Me:ha.akemama.

Shewasstartingtogetemotional.Myfriends

anddaughtercameandwehadbreakfast.Bayo

hlambaandmyunclesarrived.Imadeteafor

everyone.

Uncle:ufikaninilomfanakubalatengoku.

Me:it'sonly2nje.



Mom:hewassupposedtobehereat12.

Iwenttomybedroom.

Siba:and?

Me:he'snothereyet.Myfamilyisgetting

impatient.

Buhle:Icanimagine.Callhim.

Itriedcallinganditrangtillvoicemail.

Me:voicemail.

Buhle:yho.Let'sgomakelunch.

Wewalkedtothekitchenandstartedcooking.

Madelunchforeveryonethenat4weserved

them.Itriedcallingagainandstillthesame

result.

Myfamilywasaskingthousandsofquestions

soIjustdecidedtosleep.Enzocameandslept

nexttome.

"Mama!!"ItwasEnzo.

Me:mhh.



Enzo:vukakulate.

Igotupandshesmiled.Itwasalreadydark

outsideandGodknowsIwasfumingwithanger.

HowcouldSiyaembarrassmelikethis.

SibawalkedinwithBuhleandmymom.

Siba:uhMbaliIcalledLuzukotofindoutwhat's

goingonandit'snotgood.

Me:kwenzekentoni?

Mom:Siyawasinvolvedinacaraccidentesiza

apha.He'sbeenadmitted.

Me:njani?

Siba:wedon'tknowbutLuzukosaysitsreally

bad.

Ijustbrokedownthenandthere.Whatifhe

doesn'tsurvive,whatamIgoingtotellEnzo

whensheasksaboutherdad.Thiswasalla

hugemess..
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Ipulledawayfromhisembraceandhelooked

confused.I'vebeenwithSiyaforyearsandI

knowwhathe'sabout.Iwouldn'tmoveinto

anythingsofastwithhim.

Siya:amIrushingthings?

Me:yes

Siya:I'msorry.Ijustthoughtsincewe'vebeen

togetheryouwon'tmind.

Me:mhh.Iactuallymind.Kulate.Ihavetogo

backtowork.

Ikissedhischeekthenwalkedout.Igottomy

carandletoutasigh.Ididn'tevenrealizeIwas

holdingmybreathforthatlong.Idrovebackto

workandjustfinishedoffthentookSibahome.

Me:solikeSiyaaskedmetomarryhim.



Shewasshockedthenjustletoutaslightlaugh.

Siba:he'sjokingright?

Me:that'swhatIalsothought.

Siba:ifIdidn'tknowbetterI'dsayhe'shiding

something.

Me:samehere.ButI'lltryandfindout.

Siba:finallyyouseethelight.

Igiggled.

Imayhavelookedvulnerableinhiseyesorhis

presencebutIstillhadabrain.Ihadmyheartto

thinkof.

Me:I'vealwaysseenthelight.

Ifinallydroppedheroffanddrovehome.

.

Amonthwentbyandeverythingseemedok

withSiya.Ihadtostudyhimabitandthere

seemedtobenothingwrongwithhim.Well

thereweregirlshereandtherebutwe'dpull



through.Hehadmovedintohisnewhouseand

ofcourseIvisitedsometimesandhedidthe

same.Weevenwentoutonsomeweekends.I

wasinloveandeverythingwasgoingright.On

Valentinesdayheproposedagainand

obviouslyIagreedbutweagreedtotakethings

slow.Therewasnoringoranythingbuthesent

alettertomyfamily.Mymomdidn'teventryto

soundexcitedforme.

.

Soit'saSaturdaymorninginFebruaryandthe

previousnightwasamazingwithSiya.

Igotupandkissedhislipsandhecarriedon

withthekiss,niceandslow.Igiggled.

Me:Ithoughtulele.

Siya:Iguessthekisswokemeup.

Me:you'redirtyminded.Ndiyohlambamna.

Itriedtogetuobuthepulledme.

Siya:justone.



Me:ha.aSiyayougotitalllastnight.

Siya:mhh.

HehadpleadingeyesandIfinallygavein.

WekissedthensinceIwasontopIfeltthebig

guy.Hepulledmypjtopoffthenmyshorts.

BasicallyIwasnakedandheonlyhadhis

boxerson.Heopenedthedrawerwithhisfree

handandtookoutacondom.Icouldn'tafford

havinganotherbaby.Ihelpedhimputiton.

ThenheimmediatelyinserthimselfandI

startedgrindingwithhishandsonmywaist.He

keptgroaningandsayingstuffIcouldn'teven

hear.

HewentintoodeepandImoaned.Immediately

flippedmeoverandwentintoodeep,toofast,

toohard.

Igrabbedhisbackforgrip.

Moansandhisnameweretheonlythingthat

escapedfrommymouth.



IfeltmyselfbuildupandIfinallyletitallout

andhefollowedrightaftermeandcollapsedon

topofme.

Siya:you'reamazing.

Icouldn'tevenbreathesoIjustsmiled.After

sometimeIgotupandwenttotakeashower.

Itwaslongandwarm.Igotoutandlotioned

myselfthengotdressed.Siyawasbusywitha

callsohewalkedout.Iworemynavyjeananda

whitecroptopwithmyflipflops.

Siya:uyaphi?

Me:Ineedtogetmyhairdone.

Siya:where?

Me:Vincent.

Siya:I'lltakeyou.

Hewenttotakeabaththengotdressed.We

usedhiscarthendrovetoVincent.Ihaven't

gottenaweavedoneinawhilesoIwanted

somethingwithcurls.Siyasatthewholetime.



Me:I'mdone.

Siya:I'llpay.Umhlebytheway.

Me:thanks

Heswipedthenweleftforlunch.Itwasgreat

beingwithhim,alotfuthi.

.

Soitwastheweekendwherehe'dgotofamily

forthenegotiations.Idrovedownto

QueenstownontheFridayandhesaidhe'dbe

comingonSaturday.Ndifikengolalasinceit

waslate.Bothmyfriendswerethere.Bebezo

lalaekhaya.

ThenextmorningIwokeupandwenttotakea

bath.Madebreakfastforeveryone.Myuncles

wouldbearrivingduringtheday.Mymom

walkedin.

Mom:morningmylove.

Me:morning.



Mom:sothisisreallyhappening?

Me:Iguessso.

Mom:Ican'tbelieveyou'vegrownupsofast.

Me:ha.akemama.

Shewasstartingtogetemotional.Myfriends

anddaughtercameandwehadbreakfast.Bayo

hlambaandmyunclesarrived.Imadeteafor

everyone.

Uncle:ufikaninilomfanakubalatengoku.

Me:it'sonly2nje.

Mom:hewassupposedtobehereat12.

Iwenttomybedroom.

Siba:and?

Me:he'snothereyet.Myfamilyisgetting

impatient.

Buhle:Icanimagine.Callhim.

Itriedcallinganditrangtillvoicemail.



Me:voicemail.

Buhle:yho.Let'sgomakelunch.

Wewalkedtothekitchenandstartedcooking.

Madelunchforeveryonethenat4weserved

them.Itriedcallingagainandstillthesame

result.

Myfamilywasaskingthousandsofquestions

soIjustdecidedtosleep.Enzocameandslept

nexttome.

"Mama!!"ItwasEnzo.

Me:mhh.

Enzo:vukakulate.

Igotupandshesmiled.Itwasalreadydark

outsideandGodknowsIwasfumingwithanger.

HowcouldSiyaembarrassmelikethis.

SibawalkedinwithBuhleandmymom.

Siba:uhMbaliIcalledLuzukotofindoutwhat's

goingonandit'snotgood.



Me:kwenzekentoni?

Mom:Siyawasinvolvedinacaraccidentesiza

apha.He'sbeenadmitted.

Me:njani?

Siba:wedon'tknowbutLuzukosaysitsreally

bad.

Ijustbrokedownthenandthere.Whatifhe

doesn'tsurvive,whatamIgoingtotellEnzo

whensheasksaboutherdad.Thiswasalla

hugemess..
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AfterIfinallycalmeddownIchangedtomy

sweatpantsamdahoodie.

Me:Ihavetogoseehim

Buhle:we'llcomewithyou.

Iwipedmytearsandtookmycarkeys.Buhle



wasdriving.Wearrivedatthehospitalandhis

parentswereatthewaitingroom.Iwentoverto

themandgreeted.

Siya'smom:unjanintombi?

Me:I'mok.

Therewasagirlnexttoherandsheclearedher

throat.

Smom:ohLelethuthisisMbali,umamaka

EnzoandMbalithisisLelethuSiya'swifeor

fiancée.Ebebuyakokwabowhenallthis

happened.

Icouldn'tbelievewhatIwashearing,sohesaid

he'dcometoseemyfamilybutheknewthathe

setthatdateforsomeotherwoman.Iknew

Siyawasacheatbutthiswasevil.Whywould

helietomyface,pretendtoplayhappyfamilies

onlytofindouthe'smarryingsomeoneelse.

IwenttositdownbecauseIsuddenlywent

dizzy.SibaandBuhlewerebymyside



immediately.

Siba:it'sallgoingtobeokay.Ipromise.

Me:it'snotSiba,howcouldhelielikethat?

Buhle:he'sneverdeservedyouMbali.Livefor

yourchildqha.

Inodded.Iwasstillintears,Itriedtopullmyself

togethersoIdon'tmakeascene.ImeanIdidn't

wanthisparentsandwifetobegetting

suspiciousandIgettoembarrassmyselfmore.

Me:masambe.

Igotupandtheyfollowedrightbehindme.

Me:uhmamasiyahamba.

Smom:okntombi.

ThedoctorwalkedinandIjuststoodbecauseI

wantedtohearwhattheproblemwas.

Dr:MrsBooi?

Thegirlstoodup.ShewasbeautifulImustsay.

Yellowbone,whiteeven.Pinklips,bigbrown



eyes,curvesfordays.Shehadeventurnedpink

fromcrying.

Dr:uhmwe'vetriedeverythinginourpowerto

stabilizehimanditworkedbutheneedssome

timetorest.

Lelethu:uhmcanIseehim?

Dr:just5minutes.

ShefollowedthedoctorandIjustdecidedto

leave.WewalkedtothecarandIjustlet

everythingout.

Buhle:you'llbeokMbaliIpromise.

Me:no

Siba:whatcanwegetforyou?

Me:lotsoficecream.

Theygiggledandtheydrovetothegarage.Siba

wangenayedwa.Shecamebackwith2tubsof

chocolateicecreamandwedrovehome.

Me:uhmcouldyouguystellmyfamilywhat



happened.I'mnotinthemoodthefaceanyof

thematthemoment.

Siba:ok

Igothomeandwentstraighttomybedroom.

Enzowasfastasleep.Mymomwalkedinwhile

Iwasbusywithmyicecream.

Mom:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mokay.

Mom:nyani?

Me:wellI'lltryandbeok.Imeanthere'snothing

Ican'tdoaboutitbutmoveon.He'smarried.

Mom:ohmntanam.Iknowyou'llpullthrough.

Uzobaright.He'llregreteverdoingthistoyou.

Ijustnodded.

Shehuggedmesotight.

Me:youcanletgonow.

Shegiggledthenpulledaway.Myfriends

walkedinandwehadicecreamtillwefell



asleep.Ifeltabitbetterbutthepainwasthere.

ThenextmorningItookabathearlyinthe

morningandgotdressed.WenttobathEnzo.

Enzo:ndifunauhambanawe.

Me:uyafundanjeEnzo.

Enzo:funuhlalanawe.

Shestartedcrying.Iwantedhertocomestay

withmeIreallydidbutIstillneededtime.

Me:uzohlalanamkalok.Thula.

ShefinallycalmeddownandIwashedherface

thendriedher.Dressedherthenwewalkedto

mybedroom.Idressedherthenwewalkedto

thekitchenforbreakfast.

Mymomwasalreadythere.

Me:ahmolo.

Mom:morning.

Me:weneedtotalk.Enzowantstostaywith

me.



Mom:canyoustaywithher.Willyoucope.

Me:shehasanannyhere.Icanjustget

someoneforhersiberight.YouknowhowI

hateleavingherbehind.

Mom:uhokke.Youcantakeher.Justmake

sureshegoestoschool.

Me:shewill.

Wehadbreakfastrhenmyfriendsfinallycame

andweleft.Ididn'tevenwanttostayathome

muchlonger.Itwasareminderofeverything

thathadhappenedovertheweekend.Sibaand

Buhleweredriving.Ireallywasn'tinthemood

todrive.Theydrovethemselvestotheirplaces

andIdrovetomyplaceallalone.TheminuteI

gothome.Itookeverythingthatbelongedto

Siyaandpackeditinablackbagthenputitin

thelounge.He'dprobablycomeandfetchitthe

minutehegetsoutofhospital.

Istartedcookingsupper.Ihadsupperallonmy

own.EmailedmybossthatIwon'tbeatwork



thenextday.Ineededtogonannysearching

andschoolhuntingformybaby.AfterallthatI

hadsupperthenwenttobed...
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IwokeupthenextdayandItookabathworea

miniskirtwithheels.DuringtheweekIwasa

heelsgirlandobviouslyduringtheweekendIt's

sneakers.Iworemybikerjacketthenwalkedto

thekitchenforbreakfast.Ipouredcerealfor

myselfthencalledmymom.Thehelperthing

wouldbeaproblem.

Mom:Mbali.

Me:unjanimama?

Mom:goodandyourself?

Me:good.UhmamaIwasthinking,howabout



usisiazengaphawhenIfindaschoolforEnzo.

Plussheknowsherbetterthananyone.

Mom:areyouseriousaboutthis?

Me:ewe.MybabyneedsmeasmuchasIneed

her.

Shesighed.Iknewshewashurt.Butsheknew

thiswasboundtohappen.

Mom:okI'llspeaktoherlater

Me:ok.KissEnzoforme.

Mom:ok.

ShehungupandIknewthatthisdidn'tsitwell

withherbutmychildhadtobehappy.Her

happinesscamefirst.

IdrovetoSelborne.Therewasapreschool

thereandthepricewasreasonableplusit

lookedreallynice.Ispoketothemgavethemall

herdocumentsandshegotaspace.Iwasso

happy.Soonitwouldbejustthetwoofus.After

thatIwentforlunchatSpur.Ineededsteakand



Iwine.Justtocelebrate.AfterlunchIdroveto

Buhle'sworkplace.Ineededtothankherforthe

wholeweekend.Sheworkedatthislawfirmin

Vincent.Igotthereandparked.Wentthroughto

receptionandaskedifshewasbusyandshe

wasn'tsoIwalkedtotheboardroom.Shewasa

PAforsomelawyer.

Iwalkedinandshesmiled.

Buhle:awusezoflames

Me:enkosi.

Buhle:andwhatdoIowethissurprisevisit?

Me:Ijustcametosaythankyou.Thankyoufor

beingthereformethroughthispastweekend.

WellsinceforevermahnBuhle.

Shesmiled.

Buhle:that'swhatfriendsarefor.

Me:Iknowbutthankyouanyway.

Igotupandwehuggedforthelongesttime



ever.Wepulledapartwhenweheardsomeone

cleartheirthroat.IturnedandGodwashe

yummy.Smallsexyhazelbrowneyes.Darkskin

butnottoodark.Bodytodiefor,hissuit

actuallydrewtheshapeofhisarms.Hewastoo

much.

Buhle:ohI'msorrysir.

Ifigureditwasherboss.

Him:it'sactuallyfine.Ijustwantedyoutoclear

mydiaryfortherestoftheday.Ihavea

personalissuetoattendto.

Hisvoicewasheavenly.

Buhle:willdosir.

Hesmiledthenwalkedout.

Buhle:IguessI'moff.

Me:uyaphi?

Buhle:I'llsleepfortherestoftheday.Please

dropmeoff.



Me:sure.

Wewalkedtotheparkinglotthengotinmycar

anddroveoff.Idroppedheroffatherplace

thenndayakuSiba.Ihadtothankheraswell

thenafterthatIdrovehome.Icalledmymom

andtoldherabouttheschoolthingandshe

soundedhappy.Shetoldmeshewasproudof

me.ThatIwasn'tlettingthiswholemarriage

thingbringmedown.Ithappenedandthere

wasnothingIcoulddoaboutitbutmoveon.I

criedaboutitandnowIhadtogetoverit.I

couldn'tallowSiyatohavecontrolovermylife

likethat.Hehadtoseemeflourishanddo

biggerthingswithouthim.

SoonFridayI'dgofetchmydaughterandher

nannyandthey'dbemovinginwithmeforgood.

Ihadcerealforsupperthenfellasleep.Iwas

reallylazytocook.

Thenextmorningwaswork,Igotupanddidthe

normalroutinethendrovetowork.Ihadto



catchupontheworkImissed.Ihadlunchat

mydeskthenafterlunchIcarriedon.Afterwork

IdroveSibahomeandIwenttomyplace.

TheroutinewentonforaweektillFriday.On

FridayafternoonIdrovehomeasusualthen

wenttochangeandhadsomethingtoeat.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandIwentto

openanditwasSiya.IliterallyfrozewhenIsaw

him.Hisarmwasbandageandhehadacrutch.

Siya:hi

Itallcamebacktome.Emotionsstarted

buildingup,Iwasstartingtogetangry,teary

andemotional.

Me:hi

Siya:uhwhereyouleaving?

Me:yes.

Siya:oh.CanIpleasehave10minutesofyour

time.

Iopenedspaceforhimandhegotin.



Siya:MbaliIamsosorry.Ididn'tmeanfor

thingstoendlikethis.

Me:meaning?

Siya:youknowIlovedyou.Istilldo,Iwill

foreverloveyoufuthibutIjusthadtochoose.

Me:didyouhavetoletitgotoextremesthough.

Couldn'tyoujustendatmebeingyourside

chick?Didyouhavetohumiliatemelikethat?

Siya:I'msorry.

Me:youaren'tsorry.Youhadallthesemonths

tochangeyourstorybutno,youwentright

aheadbecauseyoucouldn'twaittohurtme

onceagain.Iwishyouwouldhavejustdiedin

thatcaraccident.Naziizintozakho.Phuma!

Siya:pleasejusthearmeout.

Me:doyouwanttolieagain?WellnoSiyaI'm

donelisteningtoyourlies.

Hejuststoodthere.Itooktheblackbagand

threwitoutsidethenIpushedhimoutand



lockedthedoor.Satonthefloorandcriedmy

lungsout.Ididn'trealizeIwasthishurttillI

actuallysawhim.IcriedtillIcouldn'tcry

anymore.IwenttogetaglassofwaterthanI

left.Itwas7whenIdrovedowntoQueenstown.

[05/14,11:50]Mk:Insert9

.

.

Ifinallyarrivedafter9andmymomopenedfor

me.

Mom:Ithoughtyouchangedyourmind.

Me:noIhadalittleholdup.

Mom:mhh.Yourfoodisintheoven.Ndiyolala.

Me:ok.

ShewalkedawayandIopenedtheovenand

hadmysupperallalone.IdecidedtocallSiba,I

neededtotellherwhatjusthappened.

Siba:youdoknowsomeofusareatour



"sleepovers"

Igiggled.

Me:xoloI'llcallyoutomorrowthen.

Siba:nothetha.

Me:ukubanikqala?

Siba:Luzukoobviously.

Me:youshouldjustdatehimqha.Uyekeudlala

ngomnye.

Siba:noo.Thetha.

Me:solikeSiyadecidestoshowhimselfatmy

place.Apologizesamilliontimeswithno

explanation.

Siba:thenerveyaziulaphaandIfeellike

ndifunauyomrubbisha.

Me:ha.akeSiba

Siba:hayiMbaliI'myourbigsisandIwilltake

careofyou.



Ilaughedalittle.

Me:hayiSiba.He'llthinkI'mnotoverthiswhole

thingorndisamfuna.Justlethimbe.

Sheletoutasigh.

Siba:fine.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,byenow.

Ihungupbeforeshecouldsayanything.

Walkedtomybedroomandchangedtomypj's

thengotintobed.

Thenextdaywaslong,Ijustwantedtoleave

alreadysoSundayafternoonIpacked

everythinginmycarandmydaughterwas

alreadyinthefrontseat.

Mom:pleasetreatherwell,Iwanttobetheway

thatsheiswhenshereturns.

Me:comeonmama,she'smydaughter.

Mom:ngumntanamuEnzo.

Me:yeahyeah.ButIpromisewe'llbothbeok.



NosisinayeuzobarightIpromise.

ShehuggedmeonelasttimethenIwalkedto

mycarandhootedthendroveoff.

Enzo:yey!

Lindi:ufunaugezakengoku.

LindiwewasEnzo'snanny.She'slookedafter

Enzosinceshewasborn.AndItrustherwith

mydaughter.

Idrovetothegarageandboughtgoodiesfor

theroadanddrovestraighttoEastLondon.My

babykepttalkingnonstop.Shewassoexcited

aboutmovinginwithme.Wefinallyarrivedand

unpackedeverything.

Me:ahLindiIknowtheplaceissmallbutI'll

workongettingabiggerplaceprobablynext

month.

Lindi:akhongxakisisi.

Ireallywasn'tfeelingokaboutit.Hersleeping

intheloungewasnotpartoftheplan.IguessI



didn'treallythinkitthrough.

Lindicookedthenwehadsupperandwentto

bed.Preparedforthenextday.Itwasgoingto

beEnzo'sfirstday.

Iwokeupthenextdayandtookabathwithmy

babyshewassosleepy,shame.Butshehadto

getusedtoit.Wegotdressedthenwentfor

breakfast.

Enzo:icocopopsmama.

Shesaidthatsulking.

Me:I'llbuythemtoday.

Enzo:yho.Ndihluthike.

You'dswearshewasolder,justbythewayshe

spokebutshewasonly2,wellturning3soon.

Me:sufunasixabanekeneh?

SheknewtherewastroublewhenIsaidthat.

Shepulledherbowelandate.

Lindiwasalreadyawakeinthelounge.



Me:ahsiyahambakeLindi.Yonkeintoikhona.

I'llseeyouat4or5.

Lindi:oksisi.

Me:callmeMbali.

ShesmiledthenIwalkedoutwithEnzo.

Me:soareyouready?

Enzo:ewe.Mamautatauzanini?

Me:Idon'tknowbaby.

Enzo:akandifuni?

Me:uyayazinjeuyakuthandautatakho.

Shesmiled.Wefinallyarrivedatherschooland

Iwalkedherin.Shegotmoreexcitedwhenshe

sawtheplayarea.

Enzo:wowmama!

Idramaekulentombikodwa.

Me:Iknowbaby.

Igotintroducedtoherteacherandsomeofthe



nanniesthensignedacoupleofthingsandIleft.

Iwasalreadyrunninglate.Butluckyforme

therewasn'tmuchtrafficanymore.

IdroveandasalwaysIsloweddownasthe

robotwentorangebuttodaywasn'tmylucky.I

feltacarbumpagainstmine,fromtheback.At

firstIwassoscaredbutIdecidedtogoout.

Itwastoobadbuymylightwasbroken.U"Mr

Accident"finallydecidedtocomeoutofhiscar

andtomysurpriseitwasBuhle'sboss.

HesmiledwhenhegotoutandIkeptastraight

face.

Him:whatalovelysurprise.

Hewalkedclosertolookatthedamage.

Him:I'llpayjustcallmyPA,wecansettleit

withoutpolice.

Me:excuseme?Sizolindarightheretillthe

policearrive.

Him:Ihavetobeincourtin5minutes.Ndiyaku



cela.

Me:doesitlooklikeIcare?It'snotmyfaultyou

leftyourofficelate.

Hetookoutacardandgaveittome.

Him:pleasecallmyPA.I'lldealwithyouthe

minuteIcomeoutofcourt.

Hegotinhiscaranddroveoff.

Sucharrogance,nxx.Buthewassohot.

Igotinmycaranddrovetowork.Iwassolate

andIknewmybosswouldbeonmyneckabout

beinglate.

Igotinrushingandshewasalreadythere

standingrightinfrontofmyoffice.Shewasa

verystrict,youcouldtellshewasincharge.Mrs

Biyana.

Me:I'msosorryI'mlate.Ihadalittleholdup.

Biyana:don'tyoudaremakeyourproblems

mine.Iexpectyoutobehereat8everydayno



excuse.

Me:yesma'am.

ShewalkedawayandIgotinandstarted

working.BeforeIcouldforget,Idecidedtocall

Buhle.

Buhle:sthandwa.

Me:hey.

Iwaslookingathisbusinesscardthewhole

time.

Buhle:andhowareyou?

Me:perfectyou?

Buhle:good.

Me:MrNgoma?Doeshehaveanopeningtoday?

Shelaughed.

Buhle:wenanoMrNgoma?

Me:Ijustneedtosetanappointmentwithhim,

today.



Buhle:iyho.Wellheonlyhas30minutesand

thatisat1:30

Me:perfect.Ineedtoseehimthen.

Buhle:Mbalidon'tbemeanIneedtoknow.

Me:I'llletyouknow.Justchill.

Ihungupbeforeshewouldcontinued.Icarried

onworkingthenatlunchIdrovetothegarage

andboughtapiethenateitinmycar.At1:20I

drovetoVincent.MrNgoma'sworkplace.I

arrivedatexactlyhalfpastandwenttothe

waitingarea.Buhlecame,shesmiledwhenshe

sawme.

Buhle:ngena.I'llwaitforyourighthere.Ineed

toknoweverything.

Me:it'sstrictlybusiness.

Iwalkedinandhewasbusywithacall.Iwent

tositrightoppositehimtilhewrappeduphis

call.Cametomysideandstoodinfrontofme

leaningonthetable.



HelookedsoyummybutIhadtoconcentrate.

Ngoma:whatdoyouwantmetodo,buyyoua

newcar?

Arrogance.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:Ijustneedmycarfixed.

Ngoma:surethen.I'llneedyourcarkeysandI'll

dropyouoffatwork.

Me:sure.

Igavehimmycarkeysandwewalkedout.

BuhlegavemealookbutIjustsmiledand

walkedaway.Wegottotheparkinglot.

Me:funnyhowyourcardoesn'tevenhavea

dent.

Hesmiled.

Wegotinthecarandhedroveoff.

Ngoma:I'mKhwezibytheway.KhweziYanga



Ngoma.

Me:Mbali'entleSiphosethuSeti.

Khwezi:interesting.Areyouabeautifulflower

though?

Me:Iusuallyleavethattopeople.

Khwezi:mhh.I'msorryaboutyourcarbythe

way.Iwasinahurry.IhadthisimportantcaseI

neededtohandle.

Me:aslongasyou'regoingtofixit.

Wearrivedatmyworkplace.

Khwezi:canIhaveyournumber?

Myheartstartedtwerkingthenandthere.I

nearlyzonedout.

Me:why?

Khwezi:IneedtocallyouwhenIbringyourcar.

Hesaidthatinasarcasticway,italmost

soundedgay.



Me:oh.

HehandedmehisphoneandIdialedmy

numberthensavedit.

Khwezi:thankyouMissSeti.

HesmiledandIgotout.Walkedoutthen

walkedinside.Iknewhiswaswatchingme

becauseIcouldfeelhiseyesonme.Gotback

toworkandfinallysomeguydroppedoffmy

car...
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At4Iknockedoffthenwalkedoutoftheoffice

withSiba.

Siba:IheardaboutthewholeMrNgomathing.

OhuBuhlekanene.

Me:huh?

Siba:don'tyoudareactlost.



Me:Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.

Siba:Mbalisudika.

Me:heeandazinje.

Siba:God,andiphindendithethenawe.

Ilaughed.

Me:I'lltellyouandBuhleatthesametime.

Tomorrow?Lunch?

Siba:surethen.

Idroppedheroffatherplacethenwenttofetch

myprincess.Shewassohappy.

Me:andthen?Howwasyourfirstday?

Enzo:bekumnandi.

Me:I'mglad.

WedrovehomeandasalwaysLindiwas

cooking.I'mgoingtoenjoyhavingheraround.

IwenttotakeashowerbecauseIhadalong

day.Aftermyshower,Iworemypjs.Itwasn't



reallywarmsoIworemygowntoo.Myphone

rangfromthedressingtableanditwasSiya.

GodknowsI'mnotinthemoodforhim.

Me:Siyabulela.

Siya:that'safirst.

Me:yeahufunantoni?

Siya:youdon'thavetobemeanyouknow.

Me:ufunantoni?

Siya:whydidn'tyoutellmemydaughterstays

withyounow?

Me:andwenauvengabani?

Siya:IcalledyourmombecauseIwantedto

talktoherbutshetoldmeshestayswithyou

now.

Me:mhhh

Siya:whyareyouturningmydaughteragainst

me?

Me:andwhywouldIdothat?



Siya:becauseIbrokeyourheart.

Me:youshouldknowmrbynow.Idon'thold

grudges.I'msooverthatvha.I'mhappyforyou

butIjusthopeyouwon'tforgetwhatyoudidto

mewhenkarmapaysyouavisit.

Siya:whatareyousayingMbali?

Me:nothing.Nowifyou'dexcuseme.

Ihungupbeforehecouldsayanythingandmy

phonerangagain.

Me:whatdoyouwantfromme?!

"Someoneisinabadmood"

ItwasKhwezi.Iwassoembarrassed.

Me:I'msosorry.Ithoughtitwassomeoneelse.

Khwezi:caretoshare?

Me:nope.

Hechuckled.

Me:soMrNgomawhatdidIdotodeservesuch



alatephonecall?

Hechuckledagain.

Khwezi:quittheformalities.Ijustwantedto

checkonhowyouare.

Me:whatwouldbetheproblem?

Khwezi:youwereinaminicaraccidentthis

morning.

Iburstintolaughter.Isthisguyserious?

Khwezi:I'mgladyou'refindingthisfunny.

Itwasquietforafewsecondsandthatwasthe

momentIrealizedIactuallykindofliketheguy.

Khwezi:mindmeetingmeforlunchtomorrow?

Me:Ihavelunchwiththegirlstomorrow.

Khwezi:dinner?

Me:Ican'treallydolatenights.

Khwezi:woman,youaresodifficult.

Wednesdaylunchthen.



Me:ok.

Khwezi:I'llsendyouthedetailsthen.

Me:ok

Lindiwalkedin.

Lindi:awancuma?

Me:itsafriend.

Lindi:hayikhangendibuze.

Ijustkeptonsmiling.

Lindi:supperisready.

Wewalkedoutandwenttothelounge.

Enzo:mamandifunaiswimming.

Me:Iknowsthandwa.Saturdaysiyashopping.

Shesmiled.

WefinishedsupperthenIwashedthedishes.

Spentacoupleofhourswatchingtvthensayo

lalaafter9.

Thenextmorningwedidthenormwithmy



daughter,Idroppedheroffatschoolthendrove

toworkIwasearlysoIwenttogetmyself

coffeethenstarteddoingsomeresearchon

thisKhweziguy.IknowIsoundlikeastalker

butIhadtobepreparedforthenextday.Iknow

it'sjustlunch.IstartedworkingthenIhada

disciplinaryhearingtoattend.Afterthatlong

sessionitwaslunch.Sibacametomyoffice

immediately.

Me:youshouldhavebeenajournalist.

Shelaughed.

WebothwalkedoutanddrovetoVincent.

That'swherewe'dbemeetingBuhle.Shewas

alreadywaitingforusatMuggandBean.

Wehuggedthensatandordered.

Buhle:Imissedyougirls.

Me:Isawyouyesterday.

Buhle:wedidn'treallysitandtalk.

Siba:sizeleuMrNgomaapha.



Buhle:Siba!Wenanendaba.

Siba:mxm.Sowhatshappening?

Me:nothingishappening.

Buhle:thenwhydoIhaveyouonhisdiaryfor

lunchtomorrow?

Siba:pleasebehonest.Wewon'tjudge.

ShelookedsoseriousandIjustlaughed.

Me:thereisnothingIswear.Hebumpedinto

mycar,askedmetocometohisworkplaceto

discussthedamageandthattookplace.The

lunchisprobablyjusttoapologize.

Siba:whatpartareyouleavingout?

Me:nothing.

Buhle:ohmygoshMbaliyouliketheguy.

Me:no

Isaidthattryingsohardnottoblush.

Siba:IcanseerightthroughyouandIknowyou



likehim.

Me:Idon't.

Buhle:wellMrNgomaisaniceguyI'msure

you'llenjoyhearinghimapologize.

Igiggled.

OurorderfinallyarrivedandIdugin.

Me:okfine.MaybeIliketheguybutitends

there.

Them:finally!!

Me:niyangxola.

Wehadourlunchwithaconversationin

betweenthenfinallySibapaidthebill.Wetake

turnswhenitcomestothebill.IdroppedBuhle

offthenweleftnoSiba.Gottoworkand

continued.Ineededtotakeabreak,workwasa

bittoomuch.

AfterworkweleftandIwenttofetchmy

daughter.Stillenergeticasever.



.

SoWednesdayfinallyarrived.Iworeanavy

kneelengthtightdresswithnavyheels.Itwas

quiteahotdaysoIdidn'treallyneedajacket.

Thedresswasboobtubed.Showedoffmy

curvesperfectly.Maroonlipstickwithnomake

up.Idon'tdomakeup,mommysaidI'ma

natural.

SobeforeIleftSibapoppedin.

Siba:mnganiyouarefabulous.Hewon'tknow

whathithim.

Me:thankyou.

Ifixedmyselfonelasttimethenleftsincehe

saidhe'soutside.Yes,heinsistedonfetching

me.

Igottothecarandheopenedthedoorforme.

Wedrovetothissurpriselocationwitha

randomconversationabouttheday.Finally

arrivedatGraziaandwewalkedin,handinhand.



You'dswearwe'regoingtosomeimportant

galadinner.Gottoourtableandheopenedthe

chairforme.

Khwezi:whatwouldyouliketodrink?

Me:redwineplease.

Idon'tcarewhattimeofthedayitis,orwhoI'm

with.Redwineismybestie.

Heoptedforwater.

Khwezi:sotellmeaboutMbali?

Me:whatwouldyouliketoknow?

Khwezi:everything.

Me:MbaliisoriginallyfromQueenstown.The

onlychild.Mymomraisedme.I'm23turning24.

Ihavea3yearolddaughter.Shestayswithme

nowanfyeahthatsit.

Khwezi:interesting.Don'tyouwanttoknow

aboutme?

Me:Iobviouslydo.



Khwezi:Khweziisalawyer.Ikindaownthatlaw

firm.Wellitbelongstomydadbutsoontobe

mine.Bornandbredhere.Onlyleftforvarsity.I

have2sisters.Andyeah.WellI'm28.

Me:ohwow.

Khwezi:sowhere'sthebabydaddy?

Me:Idon'tevenwannatalkabouthim.

Hechuckled.

Khwezi:thatbad?

Me:verybadbutthat'sastoryforanotherday.

Khwezi:mhh.YouknowI'mgladthewhole

accidenthappened.

Me:really?

Khwezi:yeah.Igottomeetyouproperly.

Me:Icouldhavestillmetyouatyouroffice.

Khwezi:Idon'tdoofficemeetups.That'swhyI

neverpaidattentiontoyouthedaywefirstmet.



Me:ohh?

Khwezi:badexperiencewiththereceptionist.

Ilaughed,hehadthisweirdfacialexpressions.

Me:Icanimagine.

Ourfoodfinallyarrivedandweate.

Khwezi:sowhencanImeetyourdaughter?

Me:whywouldyoumeether?

Khwezi:I'mfriendswithhermother.I'msure

Buhlehasmether.

Me:ohsure.Idon'tknow.We'llsee.

Khwezi:mhh.WhataredoingSaturday?

Me:shoppingwithmydaughter.

Khwezi:it'sadatethen.

OhGodthisguyismovingtoofast.Enzowill

getalltypesofideas.

Wecarriedoneatingwhilehavinga

conversation.



Theguywasreallynice.SomethingI'dcallmy

typebutitwastoosoonforallthat.

Hepaidthebillthenwewalkedtohiscar.

Khwezi:Ienjoyedspendingtimewithyou.

Me:likewise.

Khwezi:don'ttellmeyou'rethosegirls.

Me:whichgirls?

Khwezi:theIloveyouandtheyreplywithme

tootypeofgirls.

Iburstintolaughter.

Me:noI'mnotthosegirls.

Heletoutasighofrelief.

Hisphonerang.

Khwezi:sorryIhavetotakethis.

Inoddedthenplayedwithmyfingers.

Khwezi:baby...uphi?...okI'monmyway..Ilove

youtoo



Hehungupthenlookedatme.

Khwezi:Ihopeyoudon'tmindsomeoneelse,

it'llbequickIpromise.

Me:it'sfine.

Sothisguywasgoingtofetchhisgirlfriendwith

me.Mymooddroppedtozeroimmediately.

AndIcouldn'tevenshowitbecauseI'lllook

obsessedorsomething.It'sgoingtobealong

day...
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HedrovetoVincentanditwasquiet.

Khwezi:andthen?

Me:I'mjustlookingatthetime.

Khwezi:relaxyou'llbebackatworkbeforeyou

knowit.

Wefinallyarrivedandparkedinfrontofagirl



wearingschooluniform.Shegotintheback.

Her:bhuti

Khwezi:sthandwa.

Her:thanksforfetchingmeuyamaziutatakho.

Hewouldhavebeenonmyneckthewhole

afternoon.

Theylaughed.

Khwezi:ohsorryMbali.Thisismylittlesister

ChumaandChumathisismyfriendMbali.

Iturnedtofaceherandahehadthebiggest

smileonherfacewithherhandstretchedout.I

shookherhand.

Chuma:youdon'thavetosugarcoatanything

thoughKhwezi.Icankeepsecrets.

Khwezi:she'sjustafriend.

ChumalookedsomuchlikeKhwezibutalighter

version.Shewasbeautiful.Icouldn'treallysee

herbodybecauseshewasinschooluniform.



NiceEnglishaccentplusshegoestoagirls

schooljustlikeIdid.

Chuma:soyousay.

Khwezi:IjusthavetodropheroffthenI'lltake

youbacktowork.

Ijustnodded.

HedrovetohisparentsplaceandChumagot

outwenttohisbrothersside.Kissedhimthen

justwavedatmeandshewalkedaway.

You'dswearthesetwoaredating.ButIloved

theirrelationship.Ikillforarelationshiplikethat

withasibling.

Khwezi:shelikesyou.

Me:andwhydoyousaythat?

Khwezi:Iknowmysister.

Me:mhh.Howoldisshe?

Khwezi:she's17.

Me:interesting.



Wefinallyarrivedatmyworkplaceandas

alwayshecametoopenthedoorforme.

Khwezi:Ienjoyedmyselfwithyou.IguessI'll

seeyouSaturday.

Me:sure.

HelookedmestraightintheeyeandIdidthe

same.Thisguywaskillingme.

Khwezi:canIkissyou?

Igiggled.Whoaskssuchaquestionthough.I

noddedshylyandhewentin.God,hislipswere

somethingelse.Itfeltsomagical.Iwaspinned

againstthecarandhishandsonmyarms.

Ipulledawaybeforewecouldgointodeep.I

suckedonmylowerlip.

Khwezi:don'tdothat.

Me:why?

HelookeddownandIfollowedhiseyes.Andhe

washard.Ilaughed.



Me:byeKhwezi.

Iwalkedawayfeelingallsomighty.Iloveit

whenIcanturnsomeoneonthenleavethem

hanging.

IgottomyofficeandSibawasseated.

Siba:niqaleendlini?

Me:lentokutheni?

Siba:you'relate.

Me:itwasharmlesslunchtoapologize.

Siba:right!

Shesaidthatwalkingaway.Shestoodbythe

door.

Siba:Ibetthatswhysomeofyourlipstickis

missing.

Ilaughed.

Me:Sibabalwendiyeke.

Shewalkedaway.



Isatdownandthoughtaboutthedaywehad.I

thinkI'mfallingforthisguy.Iknowit'stoosoon

butIcan'treallyhelpit.Youcan'treallycontrol

yourfeelings.

Igotbacktowork.

At4IknockedoffandSibawasalreadywaiting

formebymycar.

Me:mothowamotho

Shelaughed.

Siba:you'reinagoodmood.

Me:aren'tIalways?

Siba:youshouldhavelunchwithhimmore

often.

Me:it'snothim.

Siba:keeptellingyourselfthat.

Iletoutasigh.

Me:doyouthinkIshouldtellhimhowIfeel?



Siba:ofcourse.Howelsewouldheknow?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Siba:mxeleleke.

Iagreed.Droppedheroffthenwenttofetch

Enzo.Herdadcalledwhilewewerestillonthe

wayhome.Siyaknowshowtoruinagoodday.

Me:hello

Siya:unjani?

Me:goodwena?

Siya:great.CanIseemydaughteronSaturday,

mywifewantstomeether.

SeenowIdon'twanttosoundbitterbutIcan't

reallychangetheplansbecauseIwantto

satisfyhim.

Me:wealreadyhaveplans.I'msorry.

Siya:don'tbebitter.

Me:I'mnotbeingbitter.Ican'tchangemyplans

onlastminute.YoucanseeheronSundayafter



churchofcourse.

Siya:whycan'tyoudothat?

Me:Ibroughtherhere.Whenwereyougoingto

seeherifIdidn't?

Siya:Istillpayforeverything.

Me:SiyabulelaIwishyoucouldunderstandit's

notaboutmoney.Icouldpayforeverythingall

onmyown.Idon'tneedyourmoney.Nx.It's

eitherSundayornextweek.

Ihungup.

Enzo:ngutatalowo?

Me:ewe.UzokubonaSunday.

Enzo:finally.

Shesaidthatrollinghereyes.

Me:hee.

WefinallyarrivedandItookourbagsand

walkedin.ItoldLindinottocook.I'dbe

orderingin.Ineededtogiveherabreak.



.

.

SoSaturdaymorningKhwezicalledtoconfirm

ifwe'restillonandIagreed.Webothtooka

bathnoEnzo.Sheworeherwhiteshirtwith

jeansandIworethattoo.Wehadbreakfast.

WenttowatchtvforsometimethenKhwezi

cametofetchus.Apparentlyhepreferredusing

onecarifwe'regoingtospendtimetogether.

Hesawthetwocarsthingasawasteof

resources(petroltobespecific).Wearrivedat

Hemingwaysthenshoppedformydaughter.

Khwezi:shelookssomuchlikeyou.

Me:Iknow.

Enzo:mamandilambile.

Khwezi:ufunautyantoni?

Enzo:pizza.

Khwezi:Panarrotisitisthen.



WewalkedtoPanarrotisandorderedpizza.My

daughterwaswelcomingsoshejustwemtwith

theflow.Wehadaconversationabout

everything.Withjustlaughterinbetween.After

lunchIhadtotellKhwezihowIfeel.

Wetookalltheshoppingbagstothecarand

drovetomyplace.

Khwezi:bekumnandiEnzo?

Enzo:very.

Shesaidthatnoddingrepeatedly.

Me:Ineedtotalktoyou.

Khwezi:concerning?

Me:sizothetha.

Khwezi:I'mscared.

Wefinallyarrivedatthecomplex.

Me:iyaendliniEnzo.

ShegotouttohugKhwezithenshewalkedto

thedoor.



Khwezi:thethake.

Me:uhmok.Ihaven'tknownyouforlongright.

It'sonlybeenaweekIguess.I'mnotforcingyou

intoanythingbutIthinkIkindalikeyou.Notina

friendlyway.Like,Ihavefeelingsforyou.

Hejustlookedatmewithastraightface.

Couldn'tevenreadhisfacialexpressions.Oh

GodImessedup.Iwasonlythinkingof

running...
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Ashewasabouttorespondmyphonerangand

itwasSiya.Thisguyboresme.Asifplaying

withmyheartwasnotenoughhestilltriesto

makemylifemiserablebyusingmydaughter.

Me:Siya

Siya:wheredoyougetthenervetogooutwith

mydaughterandothermenwhileIgettosuffer.



Me:soyou'restalkingme?

Siya:that'snotthepoint.PointisI'mnot

allowedtoseemydaughterbutothermenare.

Me:whenyoucanactyourage.Andtalktome

likeanormalfather,callme.

IhungupbeforehecouldrespondbecauseI

knewwe'dbegoingupanddown.Arguing

abouteverythingthereistoargueabout.

Khwezi:babydaddy?

Me:yeah.

Khwezi:hemustbeahandfull.

Me:twohandsfull.

Hechuckled.Atleastthatgottolightenupthe

mood.

Khwezi:you'reamazing,youknowthat?

Iblushedbuttriedtohideit.

Khwezi:youare.Imeanittakesalotofcourage

tocoffeesyourfeelingstoaguy.AndIknowI



ledyouon.

Me:okjusttellmeIshouldn'thaveandI'msuch

afool.

Khwezi:no.IlikeyouIreallydo.Ilikedyoufrom

thefirsttimeIsawyouinmyofficewithBuhle.I

knowyou'vebeenthroughalotandIhavebeen

too.WebothhavealotofbaggageandIguess

wecantakethingsslow.

Me:whatdoyoumeantakethingsslow?

Khwezi:youknowwhatImean.Makeuswork

butIdon'twantustorushthings.

IknewexactlywhathemeantbutIjustneeded

himtosayit.

Me:mhh

Khwezi:sowe'retogether?

Inoddedshylyandhepulledmeinforakiss.I

pulledoutasalways.

Me:Ineedtogo.



Khwezi:I'llseeyoutomorrowthen.

WekissedonelasttimeandItooktheshopping

bagsandwalkedinside.Enzowasfastasleep.

Shemust'vebeentiredfromthedaywehad.

Iunpackedeverythingthenwenttostart

cooking.

KhweziandIweretogetherbutitfeltweird.I

hadgottenmyselfintoanotherrelationshipand

Ihaddramawaiting.Heevensaidsohimself,

hehasalotofbaggage.Nowwhenonecansay

thataboutthemselvesjustknowit'saboutto

getreal.Khweziseemslikethiseguyswhocan

getanygirlandthatformewasanother

problem.Heseemedlikeaonenightstandtype

ofguybutwe'dsortthatalloutastimegoesby.

Thenthere'sSiyawhoisalreadycausingdrama

andthiswholeKhwezithing.Whydidn'tIjust

listentomymother.Mothersknowbestand

sheknewwhatshewastalkingaboutbutIstill

fellforhim.



Ifinallyfinishedcooking.Servedeveryone

becauseEnzowasalsoawakenow.After

supperIwashedthedishes.Khwezicalledthen

Iwenttobed.Iwasalsotired.Ireallyneededa

breakfromeveryone.

Thenextmorningndivusweyiknockatabout6.

LindicametoknockatmydoorasIwas

wearingmygown.

Lindi:ndonqenauvula.

Iwalkedtothefrontdoorandopenedandit

wasSiya.

Me:atthistime?

Siya:IjustthoughtI'dcomefetchmydaughter

beforeyougotochurch.

Me:ulele.

Siya:mvusekalok.

IattemptedtoclosethedoorbutIstoppedand

lookedathim.



Me:Youarebeginningtobecomeanerve.A

paininthebuttvha.StopusingEnzokuhleto

gettome.She'sourdaughterandit'snother

problemeverythinghappened.Theleastwecan

doistrytobecivilforhersake.

Siya:Iambeingcivil.

Me:toomuchifaskme.

Isaidsarcastically.

IwenttowakeEnzoup.Bathedherthenfedher.

Sheleftwithherfatherandshewassoexcited..
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AfterEnzoleftItookaquickshowerthengot

dressedinaroyalbluedressandblackheels.

Fixedmyhairthenhadmybreakfast.



Lindi:ubuyaniniuEnzo?

Me:noclue.

Lindi:okmasiyeecaweni.

Shewenttowearhershoesthenweleftfor

church.ImakesurethatIgotochurchevery

Sunday.That'showmymomraisedmeandI

neverwanttodisappointherinanyway.

Lindi:utshatileuSiya?

Me:utsho.

Lindi:yhohayiuxakile.

Me:toomuch.Butandikhathali.

Wearrivedatchurch.Theservicewentonfora

coupleofhoursthensaphuma.Iswitchedon

myphoneandIhadacoupleofmissedcalls.

SoIcalledSibafirst.

Siba:mamfundisi.

Me:babes.

Siba:uphi?



Me:drivinghomeyou?

Siba:home.Let'sgoout.Buhleisonherway.

Me:okIjustneedtogochange.

Siba:shap.

IarrivedathomeandcalledKhwezisinceIhad

amissedcallfromhimtoo.

Khwezi:babe.

Me:hey.

Khwezi:areyouok?

Me:ewewena?

Khwezi:samehere.Uhareyoubusy?

Me:I'mgoingoutwithfriends.

Khwezi:ohokaythen.IguessI'llseeyou

afterwards.

Me:mhokthen.

HehungupsoundingabitdisappointedbutI

hadalreadymadeplans.Woreblackjeans,bra



croptopandadenimjacketwithstrapheels.

Iwasn'tsurewherewe'dgobutIhadtobe

preparedforanything.Itookmycarkeysand

left.DrovetoSouthernwoodandthegirlswere

alreadyoutside.

Me:siyaphi?

Siba:thebeach.

Buhle:don'ttellmekukhooLuzuko.

Sherolledhereyesandhonestlynamthis

Luzukoguywasstartingtoboreme.Not

becausehe'sfriendswithSiyabutbecausehe

alwayshaspartiesandgirlsaroundhim.LikeI

wantedsomeonebetterforSiba.Iknowthey

arebothjustplayingaroundbutshemightfall

inloveandshewillhurt.

Siba:it'snotactually.Zezinyeiguys.

Me:andwheredoyougettheseguysfrom?

Siba:Iknowpeople.



Idrovetothebeachandwelookedforthese

guysandfinallyfoundthem.

Buhle:ha!KukhonoKhweziapha.

Ilookedaroundandhewasthere.Hewas

wearingjeans,whitetshirtanddenimjacket.

Me:unjaninaSiba.

Siba:wecan'tgoanywheresowemightaswell

justgotothem.

ShegotoutthenBuhleandIfollowed.We

greetedeveryonewithhugs.Therewere4guys

andacoupleofgirls.Iwasn'teveninthemood

totalktothem.

Siba:ohSamkelothesearemyfriends.Mbali

andBuhle.

ThisSamkeloguylookedyummytoo.

Sam:areyouguysfromaround?

Me:yeah.

Buhle:ndilambilemna.



TrustBuhlewhenitcomestofood.Shecouldn't

starvetosaveherlife.

Guy1:there'smeatandsnacksmasambe.

SheleftandIjuststoodwithSibaandIknew

shewasalsogoingtoleavesoon.That'showit

alwayshappens.

IsatdownnexttothisSamguy.Hesmelled

good.

Sam:don'tyouwantsomethingtodrink?

Hewasreferringtome.AndIshookmyhead.

Khwezi:babycomehere.

Ididn'trespond.Kwavelekwathulaand

everyonelookedaround.

Khwezi:Mbalike.

Sibalookedatmeandsmiled.

Me:ndiyekewena.

Itookmychairandwenttositnexttohim.



Khwezi:howwaschurch?

Me:great.

Khwezi:waqondauzophumawenzeizintoezi

unholy.

Me:ndizohlalanjeapha.Iwon'tdrink.

Khwezi:Ihopeso.Andifuniukucolaphantsi.

Ilaughedoutloudandeveryonelookedatus.

Sam:getaroom.

Khwezi:it'stoosoonbro.

Siba:mntaseawuyifuninecider?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:nothankssthandwa.

Khwezi:mnathenindingabizwasthandwa?

Hewaswhisperingthatwhilenibblingonmy

ear.

Me:chill.

Khwezi:let'sgobuysomethingforyoutodrink.



Me:sure.

Westoodup.

Me:Sibawe'llbebackjustnowvha.

Siba:Iwantallthedetails.

Me:detailsaboutgoingtotheshops?Surethen.

Wewenttohiscarandthistimehewasdriving

ablackGolfR.

Isatatthefrontseatandwedroveofftothe

garagehavingsmallconvosaboutrandomstuff.

Weboughtafewsnacksformethenwedrove

backtowhereeveryonewas.Whenwegotback

Buhlewasbackwiththisguyofhers.

Siba:andthetwolovebirdsareback.

Buhle:whatamImissing?

Me:nothing.

Siba:wearebothmissingalot.

Sam:yekaniomnyeabehappy.



Me:thankyou.

TheyhadtheirshotsandciderswhileIjust

drankmyenergydrinkandatemychips.Inever

drinkonaSundaynomatterwhat.

Itwasstartingtogetdarkandmyphonerang

anditwasLindi.KhweziheldmyhandsoIdon't

getupandtheyjustswitchedoffthemusic.

Me:hello.

Lindi:hellosisikulatengokuanduEnzo

akakabuyi.

Ilookedatthetimeanditwas6.Siyacan'ttake

Enzoat6inthemorningandnotbringherback

bythistime.

Me:ahokI'llcallhim.

Lindi:oksisi.

Ihungupandeveryonewaslookingatme.

Me:excuseme.

ItriedtogetupbutKhweziheldmyarmtighter.



Me:KhweziIneedtomakeaphonecall.

Khwezi:masambe.

Wewalkedtohiscar.AndIcalledSiya.Itrang

tillvoicemailandItriedagainandhepickedup.

Siya:Mbali.

Me:WhenareyoubringingEnzohome?

Siya:soon.

Me:shehastobathandsleepsoon.

Siya:Iknowthat.

Me:canyoupleasebringherback.

Siya:she'smydaughtertoo.Shecansleepover

ifIwantherto.

Me:don'tyoudarepushmetoofar.

Siya:whatareyougonnado?

IletoutasighandKhwezilookedatme.

Me:I'monlygivingyou30minutesvha?Andif

she'snotbackbythen,hellwillbreakloose.



Ihungupbeforehecouldcontinue.

Khwezi:Ididn'tknowyouhadthatsidetoyou.

Me:everyonehassides.

Khwezi:yho.Ijustprayyoudon'tbiteme.

Me:Idon'tbiteunlessyougivemeareasonto.

Hegotcloserandkissedme.Hejustknows

howtocoolmedown.Imovedovertositon

topofhim.Thekisswasgettingintensethenhe

pulledaway.

Khwezi:we'llgoalltheway.Justnotnow.And

whenwedo...

Hisvoicewasabitdeeperandhehadthisdirty

lookinhiseyes.

Me:soMrNgomathinksI'llgetscared.

Isaidrollingmyeyes.

Khwezi:whenyoubegmetostop,I'llremind

youofthisday.

Me:pleasedo.



Khwezi:Iwill.

IlookedathisjeansandhewashardsoIjust

gotcloserandsatonhimjusttotease.

HelookedattryingsohardtobeseriousandI

startedgrinding.Hetiltedhisheadandgroaned.

Me:IhopeyourememberthisdaywhenImake

youscreammynamelikealittlegirl.

Isaidthatinhisearstillgrinding.Istoppedthen

lookedathim.

Khwezi:womanyouarenasty.Letsgo.

Me:wecan'tleavewhileyou'restilllikethat.

Wechilledinthecarforsometimethenfinally

gotoutandItoldmyfriendsI'mleaving.

HuggedeveryonethenkissedKhwezi.Weboth

leftatthesametime.Apparentlyhecouldn't

staytherewithoutme.Samwasgoingtotake

myfriendshome.

IgottomyplaceattheexactsametimenoSiya.

Enzowasfastasleepinhisarms.



Me:doIalwayshavetoberudewithyou?

Siya:it'syourspecialty.

Islappedhimandhecouldn'tbelieveit.

Me:I'mnolongerthatnaivelittlegirlyou

impregnatedthenleft.Ijusthopeyouknowthat.

Iwon'tjumpeverytimeyouaskmeto.Sapha

lomntana.

Itookherbagthencarriedherandwewalked

inside...
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2monthslater..

Siyawasnolongerthatnuisanceofababy

daddy.Wemadeascheduleforhisvisiting

hoursandsoon.Hiswifeprobablyadvisedhim

orherealisedbeinganassabouteverything

won'ttakehimanywhere.



Wehadmovedintoanewflatbutitwasinthe

samecomplex.Theonlydifferencewasthatit

had2bedrooms.SoLindiwouldhaveherown

room.Mymomalsovisitedhereandthereand

wealsovisited.

KhweziandIwerestillfine.Ourrelationship

grewstrongerbytheday.Isleptoveronsome

weekendsbutfor1nightonly.Ihadadaughter

tothinkofandheunderstood.

SonowitwasMay.Averycoldmonthifyou

askme.Ihatedwinterwitheverythinginme.

SoIwokeuponaThursdaymorning.Iwentto

takeaquickshowerthenwenttowakeEnzoup

andbathedher.Iworemymaroontightdress

withblackstockingsandamaroonhalf

boot(heel),blackleatherjacket.Ifixedmyhair

thenappliedmaroonlipstick.

Enzoworejeansandajacketwithaboot.

Wewenttothekitchenforbreakfast.



Me:warmmilk?

Enzo:nope.

ShehatedwarmmilkbutIjustaskedtomake

sure.Ipouredcerealforherandcoldmilk.Ihad

mueslithenwewenttobrushourteethandleft.

Enzo:mamacelailipsticknam.

Me:ngeweekendkalok.Uyaeskolweningoku.

Enzo:ukhuluebendifakayena.

Me:mhh.

WefinallyarrivedatherschoolandIdropped

heroffthendrovetowork.Igotmyselfcoffee

thenwenttomyoffice.Sibawastherewaiting.

Me:morning

Siba:goodmorning.Ihaveanimportant

messageforyou.

Me:yes.

Siba:webetterstartlookingfornewjobs.



Me:why?

Siba:justdoasIsay.

Me:yho.

Siba:therearerumorsaboutthecompany.

MightbesoldtosomeGermanguy.

Me:okthanks.

Siba:lunch?

Me:Ialreadyhavetobesomewhere.

Siba:Khwezi?

Me:yeah.

Siba:whydon'tyoujustgetmarried?

Me:uyagula.I'mnotreadytobeanyone'swife.

Commitmentistoomuch.

Siba:nyani.

Wecontinuedchattingthenshedecidedto

leaveandIstartedworking.Beforelunch

KhwezicalledandaskedwhatIwantedtoeat



andIchoseMcDs.AtlunchIdrovetohisoffice.

Wewerehavinglunchthere.

Iwenttoreceptionandthereceptionisttoldme

togothrough.HewasstillwithBuhle.

Buhle:baby.

Me:sthandwa.

Shecametohugme.

Buhle:let'sdodrinkstomorrownight.

Me:sure.Sothethalater.

Shehuggedmeagainthenwalkedout.

Me:Ngoma.

Hejustlookedatme.

Me:Khwezi.

HestillhadastraightfacesoIwenttosit

oppositehimthetookfriesoutoftheMcDs

paperbag.

Ihadmyfriesincompletesilence.



Khwezi:siesawukwaziucenga.

Me:wasIsupposedtobeg?Khangeutsho.

Khwezi:obviously.ButnouMbaliisthinking

fries.

Me:sorrylovebutIhadtohavethefriesjustyo

gatherstrength.

Khwezi:mhh

HeknowsIhateitwhenhedoesthat.Iprefer

someonesays'oh'

Me:KhweziYangaNgoma.

Ichuckled.

Khwezi:xolo.Iforgot.

Ihadmyburgerwhilecompletelyignoringhim.

Khwezi:how'sEnzo?

Me:perfect.

Khwezi:andhowareyou?

Me:I'mallgoodyou?



Khwezi:ok.

Me:utheni?

Khwezi:work.IhavequiteafewcasesI'm

workingon.Andit'sdraining.

Me:shame.I'dhelpifIcould.

Khwezi:youcanhelpbygivingmeamassage.

Hesmiled.

SoIfinishedeating.Cleanedmyhandsandgot

righttoit.Heseemedsocalmandrelaxed.

Khwezi:youshouldopenaspa.

Me:noo.

Thedooropenedandsomeoldmancame

throughhewasn'ttoobig.Hehadagreatbody.

Andhewascoloured.

Him:KhweziNgoma.

Khweziimmediatelygotuptoshakehishand.

Khwezi:RaymondCollins.



Theofficewassuchamessandthislooked

formalsoItriedtotidyup.

Khwezi:nobabyyiyeke.Wewon'tbelong.

Iwenttosit.

Khwezi:ohbythewaythisisMbali'entleSetimy

girlfriendandbabythisRayCollinsmybusiness

partner.

Igotuptoshakehishandandthisoldman

lookedatmeforthelongesttimeever.Ipulled

myhandawayandonlythenhewasbrought

backtoearth.

Khwezi:soRaywhatdoIiwethisvisit.

Theywalkedtoonesideoftheofficeand

whisperedeverything.Icouldn'tevenherea

thing.

OncetheyweredoneKhweziseemedtobeover

themoonbuttheoldmanwasnormal.

Ray:Mbali.Itwasnicemeetingyou.IguessI'll

seeyouaround.



Me:likewise.

Hewalkedout.

Me:amdwhat'sthegoodnews?

Khwezi:myhardworkispayingoff.

Me:ohI'mglad.

WecarriedonchattingthenafterlunchIleftfor

work.Itwasstillcold.AfterworkIwenttofetch

Enzothenwedrovebackhome.

.

OnFridaynightIwaspreparingtogooutwith

myfriends.Iworemyjeansandsneakersand

vest.Khweziwastotakemetothecluband

bringmebackhome.Jedidn'twantmedriving

whiledrunk.Ineverevengetdrunktoapoint

whereIcan'tdriveanymore.

Hecametofetchmeandwedrovetothisclub

inVincent.Itwasn'tfullbecauseitwasstill

early.



Siba:soyou'vehotyourownchauffeur.

Me:Ihavetokalok.

Buhle:kuzilekesevha.

Me:sweeteverything.

Buhle:guesswhosesuddenlyinarelationship?

Me:you?

Siba:me!

Me:Luzuko?

Shenoddedshyly.

Me:Iknewit.

Wehadafewshotsthenat22:30Icalled

Khweziandhearrived30minutesafter.

Ihuggedmyfriendsandhedrovemehome

Khwezi:sohowwasyournight?

Me:itwasfunIguess.

Khwezi:qha?



Me:ewe.

Wefinallyarrivedatmyplaceandhewalkedme

tothedoor.Itwasalreadydarkinside.

Khwezi:goodnight.

Me:night.Iloveyou.

Khwezi:Iloveyoumore.

Heleanedinforakissanditwasdeepandfull

ofpassion.Iwasleaningagainstthedoorand

heopenedthedoorwithhisfreehandthe

switchedthelightsonandsomeonecleared

theirthroat.Istoppedimmediatelyandlooked

toseewhoitwasanditwasmymom.Icouldn't

believemyeyes.

Me:mama.

Shewassniffing.

Khwezi:Ibettergo.

Iwalkedhimout.HekissedmeagainamdI

pulledaway.



Me:bye.

Hegotinhiscaranddroveoff.Ilockedthedoor

amdgotbacktomymom.

Mom:yournewboyfriend?

Me:ewe

Mom:helooksdecent.

Me:heis.

Isatdownnexttoher.

Me:whatbringsyouhere?

Mom:yourdad.

Ifroze.Mymomneverwantedmetoeven

mentionhim.ShewouldshoutmeifIeven

askedabouthim.Iknewnothingaboutmydad.

TheonlythingIknewwasthathewasmale.I've

neverevenseenhispictureandI'veneverheard

hisname.Hewasasubjectthatweweren't

supposedtotalkabout.Andnowthatshe

mentionedhimIwasshocked.
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Shegotclosertomeandheldbothmyhands.

Me:andinatatamna.

Mom:hewantstoknowyoubetter.

Me:mama,Idon'thaveadad.He'sneverbeen

thereforme.

Mom:ukhonababy.HestayshereinEast

London.I'mreallysorrybaby.I'msorryImade

youhatehim.

Me:youdon'thavetobesorry.Younevermade

mehatehim.Hedidthisonhisown.

Sheshookherhead.

Mom:youdon'tunderstandMbali.Imadeyou

hateaninnocentman.

Iwassoconfused.Howissomeonewholefta

womanpregnant,innocent.Heneverevercame



backtoseehowIwas.Hedidn'tevenknowme,

Idon'tunderstandwhyhehatedmesomuch.

Me:okit'sfine.

Ihuggedherandshecriedinmyarms.Irubbed

herback.

Me:it'sfine.Ipromise.

Shesuddenlywentquietthenpulledoutofmy

embrace.

Mom:ImethimwhenIwasdoingmylastyear

innursing.HehadbusinessinQueenstownand

Isawhimeveryweekend.6monthsintothe

relationshiphetoldmehewasmarriedandI

wasalreadypregnantbythen.Iwantedtoabort

youbuthebeggedmenotto.Hepromisedto

supportyou.AfterIgavebirthtoyouItoldhim

toleavemealone.Andthatwasthelasttimehe

sawyou.HesentmoneyeverymonthandandI

sentpictureseverynowandthen.Sowhenhe

sawyouheimmediatelycalledmeandbegged

metotalktoyouandtellyouthetruth.I'msorry



Iliedtoyouabouteverything.

BythetimeshewasdoneImovedawayfrom

her.Iwasintears.Howcanawomanbesoevil.

Iaskedhereveryyearonmybirthdayifshe

couldmakecontactwithmydadbutshejust

chosetopainthimasthebadguy.Andtomake

thingsworse,shewantedtoabortme.Ihad

Enzoatayoungagebutabortionwasn'teven

anoptionforme.

Iwasintears.

Me:whoareyou?Whyareyousoevil?

Mom:I'msorryMbali.Ijustthoughthe'dchose

meoverhiswife.Iwasselfish.

Me:whoishe?

Shelookedtheotherwayandswallowedreally

hard.

Mom:RaymondCollins.

Ifroze.Somyboyfriendsbusinesspartnerwas

mylonglostdad.Buthowcanonebesoselfish.



Ilongedforqfather'slove,endeduplookingfor

itinallthewrongplacesbutshejustchoseto

keepquietandlietomyfaceforherownselfish

reasons.

Me:whyareyousocruel?

Mom:xolobaby.I'msorry.

Iwalkedtomybedroomandlocked.Icouldn't

beinthesamehouseasthiswomansoIcalled

Khwezi.Heshouldbehomebynow.He

answeredafterwhatseemedlikeforever.

Khwezi:babe.

Me:ahKhweziareyoubusy?

Khwezi:I'mneverbusywhenitcomestoyou.

Me:canIcomeover?

Khwezi:ahokbutI'llcomefetchyou.

Me:ok.

Hesoundedsoconfused.Ipackedmybags,I

wantedtopackforEnzotoobutIneededtobe



alone.Afterabout30minutesKhwezicalledto

sayhe'soutside.

Mymomwasstillinthelounge.

Me:I'lltalktoyouwhenI'mready.

Mom:Mbalisuyenzalento.

Me:mamaplease.

Iwalkedoutandgotinthecar.

Khwezi:whathappened?

Me:sheliedtomefor24years.Kepttellingme

mydadleftherbutshe'stheonewhotoldhim

tostayaway.

Khwezi:yhothat'shectic.

Me:very.

Itwasquiet.

Me:whatbusinessdoyouhavewithRaymond

Collins?

Helookedshockedthenswallowedreallyhard.



Khwezi:wewereworkingonsomenewlyfound

business.

Me:mhh.CanIhavehisnumber?

Khwezi:why?

Me:becausehe'smylonglostdad.

Hestoppedthecarimmediately.

Khwezi:wow!

Me:justdrive.

Hedrovethenwefinallyathisplace.Ijust

wantedtotalktoRaymond.SoKhwezicalled

himandIwenttosleep.

IwokeupinKhwezi'sarms,Itriedtogetupbut

heheldmetighter.

Me:Iwanttousethebathroom.

HefinallyletgoandIwenttothebathroom.I

peed,washedmyfacethenbrushedmyteeth.

Khweziwalkedin.



Khwezi:he'salreadyhere.

Me:why?

Khwezi:youcalledhim.

Me:Imeanwhysoearly?

Khwezi:theoldmanisseriousaboutgettingto

knowyou.

Iworemygownthenwalkedtotheloungeand

hewasseatedtherealreadydressedinhissuits.

Me:hi

Ray:goodmorning.

Isatonthecouchoppositehim.

Ray:I'mheretoexplain.

Me:I'mlistening.

Ray:Ishouldn'thaveleftyouwhenyourmom

askedmetobutIcouldn'tmarryher.I'mso

sorryyouhadtogrowupwithoutme.Ishould

havebeenthefirstmantoshowyoutruelove.

MbaliIknowyouprobablyhatemebutIwantto



provehowsorryIam.

Hesoundedsosincere.AndfromwhatI

gatheredmymomwasinthewrong.Youcan't

useachildasatoolformarriage.Unlikeother

father'shestillmadeanefforttosupportme

eventhoughIdidn'tknow.

Me:Idon'thateyou.

IamaveryemotionalpersonsobynowIwas

suchamess.Tearseverywhere.Hecameover

tositnexttomeandheheldmeclosetohis

chest.

ForonceIfeltsafeinamansarms.

Ray:you'remydaughterandIloveyou.No

matterwhathappenedbackthen.Let'sjustget

everythingpastus.

Inoddedfaintly.Icouldn'treallymoveonlike

nothinghappened.ButI'dprobablylearnto

forgivehimaswegoon.Asformymom,

andazi,shewasadifferentstory.Iknowshe



raisedmebutshedidn'thavetolielikethat.I

alsodeservedtoknowbothmyparentseven

thoughhewasmarried.Raydidn'tpushtoo

hardtoobuthehadnochoicereally.

Forgivenessisnoteasy...

[05/14,13:50]Mk:Insert16

.

.

Khweziwalkedwhilehewasstillholdingme.

Khwezi:ahMbali,Lindiwascalling.

Igotupandwenttothebedroom.IcalledLindi

abdsheansweredimmediately.

Me:Lindi.

Lindi:hellosisiuEnzouyakhalaufunawena.

Me:okndiyeza.

Shehungup.IwenttotakeashowerthenI

woresweatpantsandahoodie.Tookmybags

andwalkeddownstairs.KhweziandRaywere



havingaconversation,probablyaboutbusiness.

Me:pleasetakemehome.

Theybothturnedtolookatme.

Ray:comeletsgo.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:IwastalkingtoKhwezi.

Helookeddisappointed.Khwezigotupand

tookmybagstohiscar.Rayleftinhisthenwe

followed.

Khwezi:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mok.

Khwezi:talktome.

Me:Idon'tknowhowIfeel.Mymomliedtome.

Iendeduplookingforloveinallthewrong

places.OntheotherhandRayplayedmymom

andheleftmejustlikethat.

Khwezi:theybothprobablyhavereasonsto

justifytheiractions.Youjusthavetocalmdown.



Talktothebothofthematyourcalmest.

Me:I'lltry.

Khwezi:andrememberyourmomraisedyouall

onherown.Shesacrificedherlifeforyou.

True,butIstillneededtimetodigesteverything.

Shejustthrewaballatmeunexpectedly.She

can'texpectmetomoveonlikenothing

happened.

Me:I'llrememberthat.

Khwezi:I'llbeatmyplace,workingoncases.If

youneedme,callme.

Inodded.Hepulledmeinforakissthenfinally

letgo.AndIgotoutandwalkedtomyplace.

Enzowasalreadybythedoor.

Enzo:ubuphi?

Me:ndibuyile.

ShesmiledIwalkedtomybedroomandmy

momwasfastasleep.Herfacelookedswollen.



Isuddenlyfeltbad.Shemayhavedonewhat

shedidbutIdon'tlikemakingmymomcry.I

wantedtowakeherupandtellherallwas

forgivenandweshouldmoveonbutIneeded

hertorest.

Iwalkedtotheloungeandwatchedtvwithmy

daughter.MyphoneranganditwasSiba.

Me:hello.

Siba:uphi?

Me:myplacewhy?

Siba:siyeza.

Me:pleasedon't.Ijustneedsometimealone.

I'mgoingthroughalotatthemoment.

Siba:haiboyouwereokyesterday.What

happened?

Me:I'llexplainwhenIseeyouguys.

Siba:ok.Uberight.

Me:Iwill.



ShehungupandIjustknewuzoza.Sibanever

letsgowhenIaskherto.She'llforceherway

throughthistoo.She'stoocaring,neverwants

toseeonesufferingwhileshe'saround.

Mymomwalkedinlookinglikeshedidn'teven

sleep.

Mom:Mbali

Me:mama

Wesaiditatthesametime.

Mom:thetha.

Me:uhmamaI'msorryforthewayIacted.It

wasselfishofme.You'remymother,youraised

meallonyourown.Iforgiveyou.Weshouldput

thisbehindus.

Shesmiledandtearsescapedhereyes.

Mom:enkosimntanam.Idon'tknowhowI

wouldlivewithyouhatingme.

Me:Iwouldnever.



Igotuptohugher.Sheheldmesotight.

ShefinallyletgoandIwipedhertears.

Mom:sotellmeaboutyourguy.

Igiggled.

Me:KhweziisKhwezi.We'vebeentogetherfor

2monthsnow.

Mom:andyoudidn'ttellme.

Me:comeonmama,Ihadjustgottenoutofa

relationshipIdidn'tknowhowyou'dreact.

Mom:mxmhayiwethu.Siyaisnotsomething

youshouldcallarelationship.

Ilaughedandshejoinedme.Therewasaknock

andIwenttogetit.ItwasBuhleandSiba.I

laughed.

Siba:iphiisituation?

Me:idlulile.

Ilettheminandwewalkedtothelounge.



Siba:mamakantiukhona.

Mom:ewe.Ndifikeizolo.

Siba:andIcameallthewaybecauseIthought

youweredying.

Me:mamamxelelebesikwisituationembiapha.

Mom:ewe.Letmegomakebreakfast.

Shewalkedtothekitchen.

Buhle:whathappened?

Itoldthemeverythingfromthebeginning.

Buhle:yhoyho.Thatisdeep.

Siba:very.

Buhle:lookonthebrightside,you'vegotahot

daddy.

Welaughed.

Me:I'mnotreadytotalktohimjustyet.This

morninghejustexplainedbutI'mgood.I'mnot

readytohavehimasmydad.



Siba:givetheguyachanceMbali.Hemigthave

leftandnotmadeanefforttoseeyoubuthe

probablyhadreasons.

Me:likewhat?

Buhle:maybehewasscaredofhiswife.

Me:exactly.Whatifhiswifehatesme.

Siba:umdalangokuyoudon'tneedhertolike

you.

Me:everythingjusthappenedsofast.Ineed

time.

Buhle:thatmanisgoalsvha.Theclotheshe

wears,hiscars.Yidreamcometrue.

Me:Buhlekhawuyeke.

Buhle:xolofriendbutit'strue.

IjustlaughedbecausebendixakwenguBuhle.

Wespenttherestofthedaytogetherthenthey

leftat3.KhweziaskedmetogosleepoverandI

agreed.He'dfetchmeat7,afterIhadbathed



Enzoandfedher.

Icookedsupperthenservedeveryoneat18:30.

Mom:yintoningokusatyaearly?

Me:I'mleaving.

Mom:heyihayimntakaBawoloKhwezi

ukwenzaigeza.

Lindi:yekauMbalionwabe.

Mom:yonwabamntanam.Wonwabiseindoda

yakhoungathiushiyiswandim.Hambandizo

mhlambauEnzo.

Ijustlaughed.

Me:Iwilldoallmydutiesthenleave.Uzolindau

Khwezi.

IhadhalfmysupperthenwenttobathEnzo.

Enzo:uzohamba?

Me:ewe.Ungakhalindizobuyakusasasiye

ecaweni.



Shenodded.

Me:promise?

Enzo:pinkiepromise.

Sheheldoutherpinkie.

Ikissedherthendriedherandshegotdressed

inherpjs.

Me:uzolalanokhuluokanyenoLindi?

Enzo:noKhulu.

Ituckedherinthenkissedher.Ipackedand

overnightbagthenchangedtomywool/knitted

dressthenmyblackallstar.

KhweziwasalreadyoutsidesoIwalkedtothe

lounge.

Me:goodnightfam.

Mom:don'tdoanythingIwouldn'tdo.

Shewinked.

Me:myGodmamaI'mnkthavingthis



conversationwithyou.

ShelaughedandIwalkedout.Gottothecar

andhewasbusywithaphonecall.

Khwezi:Iwon'tmakeittonight...justgetit

done...it'snotthathard...IpromiseI'llkillyouif

youdaremakemistakesorleaveevidence...

sure.

Hehungup.Okthiswasoneweirdphonecall.

Andhewassocalm.

Me:whowasthat?

Khwezi:someguyI'mpresentingonacourt

case.

Me:ohh.

Khwezi:whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Me:Ialreadyhadsupper.

Hehadastraightface.

Khwezi:ha.ake.

Me:okfinendizotya



Wefinallyarrivedathisplaceandheopened.

Hewalkedmetothebackyardandtherewere

roses.Hehadthiswholecandlelightdinner

goingon.Heopenedthechairformeandhe

wenttositoppositeme.

Khwezi:Ididthisforus.Iknowwehaven'treally

beentogetherforlongbutI'mhappyweare.I

loveyouwitheverythinginmeandIjustwantto

showyouagoodtime.

Ismiled.

Me:enkosi.

Hemadeaphonecallandthefoodarrived.It

lookedsodelicious.

Me:kuphekebani?

Khwezi:me.

Icoughed.

Me:you'vegotdreamsfordays.

Helaughed.Wehaddinneroveralight



conversation.Hetriedbyallmeansnottotalk

aboutthiswholeissuewithmyparents.Oqiba

kwethuwewalkedupstairs.Wedecidedto

showerbeforewesleep.

We'veshoweredtogetheracoupleoftimesbut

heneveroncetouchedmeormademefeel

uncomfortable.

Itookoffmydressandgotintheshower,he

gotinaftersometimeandhestoodbehindme

holdingbothmyarms.

Me:areyouok?

Hewasjusttooquiet.

Khwezi:yeahI'mok.

Hetookmytowelandwashedmyback.

Thewaterwasdoingwonderstomybody.

Iturnedaroundtofacehimandhehard.I

kissedhimwhenheleastexpectedit.We

kissedforthelongesttimeeverthenIpulled

away.



Me:IthinkI'mready.

Wehadagreedtotakethingsslowandwe

haven'thadsex.Wespokeaboutitacoupleof

timesbuthetoldmehe'dwaittillIwasready.

Khwezi:areyousure?

Me:ewe.

Heletoutasigh.Kissedmesodeeplythen

walkedmeouttheshower.Hewalkedtothe

bedroomstillcarryingme.Heplacedmeontop

ofthebedthemlookedatme.Italljustfelt

weirdthatIcoveredmyeyes.Hepulledmy

handsaway.

Khwezi:ha.a

Hekissedmeallthewaytomycookiethen

stayedthere.Helickedandplayedwithhis

tonguetillIcouldn'ttakeitanymore.Iwantedto

releasesoIheldhisheadbuthewentindeeper.

Ifeltlikemymoanswerepushinghimtogo

furtherin.Iletitalloutwhilescreaminghis



name.Mylegswereshakingandhe

immediatelyliftedthemupandplacedthemon

hisshoulders.Hisslidinafingerfirst.Andit

immediatelysentshiversdownmyspine.He

tookitoutandlickedit.

Iwasstillwatchinghimwhenhedecidedto

inserthimself.Ijumped,Khweziwashuge.

Hepulledmebacktohim,heldmythighsreal

tightthenwentin.Iliterallyscreamed.Itfeltlike

Iwasbreakingmyvirginityalloveragain.

Me:Khwezi!

Khwezi:mhh?

Hedidn'tevenmovethenwhenIleastexpected

ithemovedslow.Whenhefelthewasclosehe

increasedthepace.

Itwasjustmoansandscreams.Iftherewere

peopledownstairstheyprobablywould'veheard

everythingbutluckilywewerealone.

Webothcamethenhejustlayontopofme.



Khwezi:onemoreorsilale?

Me:onemore.

HegavemeasmileandIknewitwasaboutto

godown.

Hegotupandthrewthecoveronthefloor.

Hegotontopofmeandimmediatelyentered.I

jumpedbecauseIwasn'texpectingit.He

positionedmethenheldmyhandstogether.He

movedfastandrough.Heletgoofmyhands

themheldmythighs.Hestoppedtolookatme

thenwhenIwasn'texpectinghewentinhard.I

grabbedthesheetsthenhisback.I'msurehe

hadmarkstoproveit.Thedeeperhewent

deepermynailswent.HewentintoodeepthatI

felthimatthebottomofmystomach/abdomen.

Me:Khwezi!

Asifthatstoppedhim.

Hewentharderandfastertillhefinally

collapsedontopofme.Iguessitstruewhen



theysaydarkskinnedmenfuckliketheywant

toproveapoint.

Herolledovernexttome.

Khwezi:Iloveyouanddon'tyoueverdoubtthat.

Me:mhh.

Khwezi:andithandwa?

Me:Ido.

Khwezi:wheresthegirlthattdmeshewouldn't

bescared?

Me:undiyekemna.

Helaughed.

Khwezi:Iknow.

Me:youfucklikeyouhaveapointtoprove.

Helaughedsoloud.

Khwezi:ha.akebaby.Butyouhaven'tseen

nothingyet.

Me:I'vestudiedyou.



Khwezi:I'mveryunpredictable.

Me:sobona.Iwannagoshower.

Webothgotupandmylegswerestilljiggly.

Tookalongshowerthenwenttobed...
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Iwokeupfeelingsupertired.Khweziwasn't

nexttome.Igotupandwalkedtothebathroom.

Tookashowerthenbrushedmyteeth.Woremy

towelthenwalkeddownstairs.Khweziwas

makingbreakfast.

Me:goodmorning.

Khwezi:morning.

Hecameovertokissme.

Khwezi:ina

Hepouredwaterformeandgavemethepill.



Me:thanks.

Idrankthatthenwehadbreakfast.

Khwezi:areyougoingtochurch?

Me:ewewannacomewith?

Hechuckled.

Me:what?

Khwezi:I'mnotachurchgoingperson.

Me:justthisonce.

Khwezi:nexttime.

Wefinishedeatingthenhewashedthedishes

andIwenttogetdressed.At9hedroveme

home.Ndafikaandthefamilywaswaiting.

Me:molweni.

Them:ewe.

Iwalkedtomybedroom.Gotdressedinaknee

lengthdress,coatandheels.Iwalkedtothe

loungeandweleftforchurch.



Mom:howwasthesleepover?

Me:itwasok.

Mom:IshouldmeetthisKhweziofyours.

Me:toosoon.

Wearrivedatchurchanditwasgreatbutlonger

thanexpected.AfterchurchwewenttoNandos

forlunch.Wedrovehomeandmymomleft

immediatelywhenwegothome.Shehadwork

thenextday.

Me:Lindikhangeuyiboneichargeryam?

Lindi:ha.aumkenayo.

Me:okndiyabuya.

Myphonewasflat,actuallyibicimilesoI

couldn'treallycontactKhwezitoaskifIleftit

there,theonlyoptionwastogothereandfind

out.

Enzo:namndiyahamba.

Me:masambe.



WewalkedtothecaranddrovetoKhwezi's.

Thereweresomanycarsparkedoutside.Even

Raymond'scarwasthere.Iwalkedtothedoor

andtherewerebodyguards.Okthiswasweird.

Guy1:sorryma'amuyaphi?

Me:insideobviously.Istayhere.

Guy2:name?

Me:Mbali.

OnewalkedinsideandIjuststoodthere

confused.Aftersometimehecamebackwith

Khweziandhelookedshockedtoseeme.

Khwezi:Mbali?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:wothuswayintoni?

Khwezi:Iwasn'texpectingyou.

Me:ohwellI'mhere.

HelookedatEnzothenshiftedhisfocustoher.

Khwezi:heyEnzounjani?



Enzo:phililewena?

Khwezi:namndiphilile.

Me:sowe'regoingtostandoutside?

Khwezi:Mbaliwhatareyoudoinghere?

Me:RaymondsaidIshouldcomeseehim.

Ididn'teventhinkbeforeIsaidthat.Idon'teven

knowwhatIwasthinkingtosaythat.

Khwezi:whatfor?

Me:andazi.

Khwezi:ima.

HegotinaloneandIpushedmywaythrough.

Thereweregirlsinbikinis,moneyeverywhere,

biggunsandguysinsuits.Raymondgotupthe

minutehesawme.

Ray:Khweziwhatisshedoinghere?

Me:Khweziwhatisthis?

Enzowalkedinbehindme.



Enzo:mama?

KhwezipickedherupandwalkedupstairsandI

followedthem.

Me:what'shappening?

Khwezi:sit.

Me:Iwon'tdothat.Isawmycharger,pickedit

upthentookmydaughter.

Khwezi:Icanexplain.

Me:Idon'twanttohearit.

Iwalkeddownstairsthentomycarand

immediatelydroveoff.

Enzo:uthenimama?

Me:ndirightbaby.

Enzo:nyani?

Me:ewe.

Igottomyplaceandchargedmyphonewhile

takinganap.



Iwokeupandundressed.Woremybraand

pantythengownontop.Walkedtothe

bathroom,didmybusinessthenwalkedtothe

loungeandKhweziwastherewithEnzoand

Lindi.

Ijustgotirritated.

Iwalkedtothekitchenforaglassofjuiceand

biscuitsthenndayohlalaelounge.

Lindi:sendizoqibaupheka.

Me:ok.

Enzo:celaundiphe.

Me:ha.ait'safter5,nosugarystuffforyou.

Enzo:kodwamama.

Me:hayiEnzokuhle.

Lindiwalkedtothekitchen.

Khwezi:weneedtotalk.

Me:talk.



Khwezi:privately.

Itookmyglassandbiscuitsthenwewalkedto

mybedroomandhelocked.

Khwezi:I'msorryaboutwhatyouhadtosee

earlier.

Me:IaskedyouKhwezi,whatbusinessdoyou

havewithmydad?

Khwezi:anormalbusiness.

Me:whatisnormal?

Khwezi:atradingbusiness.

Me:sowhydidyouhaveguns?

Khwezi:therewasalotofmoneysowehadto

protectourselves.

Me:khonawhywasn'tthemoneyinyourbank

account?

Heletoutasigh.

Khwezi:don'tyoutrustme?



Me:Idon'tthinkIcantrustyouaftertoday.

Ihadasipofmyjuiceandlookedtheotherway.

Khwezi:okdoyouwantmetobehonestwith

you?

Me:obviously.

Khwezi:I'mnotwhoyouthinkIam.

Me:meaning?

Hebreathedthengotclosertoholdmyhands.I

pulledaway.

Khwezi:uhmIownanundergroundstripclub.

Me:and?

Khwezi:Isellgirls.

Me:isthatall?

Khwezi:mydadandyourdadhavebeen

workingwithcarsandminesbutillegallysoI

gotinvolvedinthattoo.Westealdiamondsand

goldthenauctionthem.Andwedothatwith

carstoo.



Thiswastoomuchinformationanddefinitely

notlikeKhwezi.Noneofthismatchedhis

character,especiallytheprostitutionthing.

Me:wow.

Igotupandmovedfurtherawayfromhim.

Khwezi:you'retheonlypersonthatknows.Your

dadmademepromisenottotellyoubutIcan't

riskwhatwehave.

Me:noKhwezi,you'retoomuchforme.We

can'tcarryonlikenothinghappened.

Khwezi:Mbalidon'tdothis.Youcan'tjustletgo

likeweneverhadsomethingspecial.

Me:Ihavea3yearold,Ican'triskmylife.

Khwezi:Mbali,Idon'tcarewhatyousayordo

butyou'regoingtoforgivemeandwe'llmove

on.

Ijustlookedathimandlaughedindisbelief.He

can'tforcemetobewithhim.ImeanIlovehim

butthiswastoomuchtodigest.Ihavenever



everdealtwiththis,andtotopitoff,themanI

waswillingtogiveachancetoknowmebetter

isalsodoingthesamething.

Me:pleaseleavemyplaceandnevercome

back.

Hekneltdowninfrontofmeandheldmyhands

reallytight.

Khwezi:pleasedon'tleaveme.Please.Ilove

youtoomuch.IdoubtI'dbeabletoliveknowing

Ilostyouoversomethingsostupid.

NdiyakucelaMaMfene,please.

ThatjustmadememeltbutIdidn'tshowit.

Ikeptquietforaverylongtime.

Me:fine.Phakama.

Hegotupandkissedmeallovermyface.

Me:khonawhyweretheregirlsatyourplace?

Khwezi:theguysaskedmetobring

entertainment.



Me:mhh.

Westayedinthebedroomfor30minutesthen

heleft.Iwenttotheloungeandwehadsupper.

.

Thenextdaywasthenormalroutinethen

obviouslyIdroppedEnzooffthenIdroveto

work.Ihadbeenapplyinginafewplaces.But

sofarworkwasgreat.Sibawalkedinngelunch.

Siba:Mbalz.

Me:hey

Siba:masambe.Lunchiswaiting.

WeleftandIdrovetoSteers.Safikaandplaced

ourordersthenwaited.Thisreallyhotguy

walkedin.Ebeziflamesvha.ButIhaveeyesfor

Khwezionly.

Siba:nantsiicandy.

Me:umjongile.

Hewalkedovertoourtableandsmiled.



Him:MbaliCollins?

I'mnotaCollinsbutIamaMbalisoI'llrespond.

Me:yes.

Him:AndaSomdaka.

Heshookmyhandandsmiled.

Anda:I'mnostalkerbytheway.Ijustremember

youfromyesterday.Khwezi'splace.

Inodded.

Anda:he'sluckytohaveyou.Dramaqueen.

Ifakedagigglethenhesaidgoodbyeandleft.

Ican'tbelieveIembarrassedmyselfinfrontof

Khwezi'scolleaguesandmydad.Nowthey'll

seemeasthedramaticgirl...
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Ourorderfinallyarrivedandwedugin.



Siba:sowhatstuntdidyoupull?

Me:nothingserious.

Icouldn'treallytellSibaaboutKhwezi'ssecret.

Siba:tellmekalok.

Me:IsleptoveronSaturdaythenforgotmy

chargersoonSundayndayabuthewaswith

friendsandthereweregirlsalloversoIfreaked

outbutotwasn'twhatitlookedlike.

Shelaughed.

Siba:nobaebenentloni.

Me:maybe.

Wefinishedeatingthenwentbacktowork.I

wasexhaustedalready.ItfeltlikeI'vebeen

workingfordecades.

AfterworkIdroppedSibaoffthenwenttofetch

Enzo.ItwasMondayandweweregoingout.

Butweheadedhomefirst.

Ichangedtojeans,offshouldertopandheels.



Lindiwasalsoreadysowelockedthenwalked

tothecar.MyphonerangwhileIwasdriving

anditwasRaymond.Wehaven'tspokensince

Saturdaymorning.

Me:hello.

Ray:howareyou?

Me:I'mokyou?

Ray:I'mgood.Doyouhaveplansfortomorrow

night?

Me:uhmnonotyet.

Ray:Couldyoupleasecomeoverforsupper.I

wantyoutomeetthefamily.

Me:I'llbebringingpeoplealongthen.

Ray:that'sfine.

Me:I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Ray:enjoytherestofyournight.

Me:thanks.



ThenIhungup.Iletoutasigh.Itwasweird

havinghimaround.Igotsousedtonothavinga

dadthatitfeltnormal.

SowefinallyarrivedatHemingwaysthenwe

walktoSpur.Ididn'twantanythingfancy.We

orderedthenfinallyourordercame.

Enzo:mamasiyaphingomso?

Me:uzobona.

Enzo:sizoyanini?

Me:ebusuku.

Lindi:sondingapheki?

Me:ewe.

WefinishedthenpaidthenIpaidthebillthen

weleftforhome.IwastiredsoI'dgethome

andsleep.WegothomeandIbathedEnzothen

tuckedherinandIsleptshortlyafterwards.

Didn'tevenspeaktoKhweziandIwasn'tgoing

tocalloranything.



.

ThenextdayIwokeup.Wenttobath,gotout

andworeablackbodysuitwithagreypencil

skirtandheels.IwokeEnzoup,bathedherthen

dressedher.Wewalkedtothekitchenfor

breakfastthenweleft.Idroppedheroffthen

drovetowork.Gotmyselfcoffeethenstarted

working.Thedayseemedtobegoingslowor

maybeIwasexcitedaboutthenightahead.

Justbeforelunchmyphoneranganditwas

KhwezisoIjustdecidedtoteasehimabit.

Me:hello.

Khwezi:babeunjani?

Me:whosethis?

Khwezi:it'sme,Khwezi.

Me:Khwezi??Havewemetbefore?

Khwezi:wow.

Ilaughed



Me:ibanechill,I'monlyjoking..

Khwezi:uyadika.Sohowareyou?

Me:I'mokyou?

Khwezi:good.Areyoustillangry?Wedidn'ttalk

yesterday.

Me:I'mnotangryanymore.

Khwezi:oh.UhmSaturdayI'mvisitingmy

parents,Iwashopingyou'dcomewithme.

Me:uhwe'llsee.

Khwezi:comeonMbali.Ialreadytoldthem

you'recoming.

Me:fine.I'llseeyouonSaturdaythen.

Khwezi:whyareweactinglikewe'reinalong

distancerelationship.Youlive10minutesaway

fromme.Whycan'tIseeyoueveryday?

Me:you'realwaysbusyandIdon'twantto

disturb.

Khwezi:I'dmaketimeforyou.



Me:okI'mabitbusynow.I'llcallyoulater.

Ihungbeforehecouldrespond.Ihonestlydon't

knowwhyIdidthatandIknewhe'dmakea

hugeargumentaboutit.

Asalwayswewentforlunchthengotbackto

work.Raymondsentmethedirectionstohis

placethenIdroppedSibaoff.Wenttofetch

Enzothenwedrovehome.Iwasn'tgoingto

change.Ifeltthatgood.Itookmybagandcar

keysthenleftforRaymond'splace.Hestayedin

Gonubie.Foundhishouseandtherewereafew

carsparkedoutside.Ipressedtheintercomand

Iwasbuzzedin.Iparkedthengotout.

Lindi:uready?

Myfearwasthewife.Shewouldprobablyhate

meformymom'sactions.

IknockedandRayopened.Hesmiledwhenhe

sawme.

Ray:comein.



Wewalkedinandheledustothediningroom.

Me:goodevening.

TherewasawomanwhoIassumedwashis

wife,surprisinglyshewasblack.Andtherewere

2guys.

Them:evening.

Wesatdown.

Ray:MbalithisismywifeAmandaandthese

areyourbrothers,LiboandNathan.

Ijustsmiled.

Amanda:I'llgogetthefood.

Shewalkedout.

Libo:IhopeI'mstillthefirstborn.

Welaughed.

Ray:you'llalwaysbetheeldest.

Libo:Ihopeso.

Nathan:soMbaliwhatdoyoudo?



Me:Iwork.HumanResourcesManagement.

Libo:interesting.Yourdaughter?

Me:yes.

Nathan:she'sbeautiful.

Me:thanks.

Theirmomwalkedinwiththefood.Itsmelled

divine.Shesatdownandservedherhusband.

Shewasbeautiful,seemedlikethetypethat

wantedtostayyoungforever.

Amanda:youcanserveyourselves.

Theguysstoodupanddishedupfor

themselves.IhelpedEnzothenIdishedupfor

myself.Lindididthesame.

Libo:alittlebirdytellsmethatyouhaveathing

withtheadvocate.

Hehadthisnaughtysmilegoingon.Everyone

waslookingatme.

Amanda:ungalingeuphikeumntanabantu.



Igiggled.

Me:yeahwehaveathinggoingon.

RaymondlookedatmeandIjustlookedaway.

Ananda:Khweziisagoodguy.I'dprobably

snatchhimifIwasyourage.

Theboysburstintolaughter.AndRaymondjust

lookedsour.Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Wehadourdinneroverlightconversation.

Themtryingtoknowmeandviceversa.They

seemedlikeanicefamily.Weexchanged

numbers.ItturnsoutAmandaknewaboutme

whenIturned16.

Itwasgoodtohaveolderbrothers.Peopleto

protectmeandchaseawayallthebadguys.

WeleftbutRaymondaskedtotalktome

privately.Sowewalkedtohisstudy.

Ray:youcansit.

Isatdown.Andhestoodinfrontofme,leaning

onthetable.



Ray:areyouseriousaboutKhwezi?

Me:Iam.

Ray:ok.IfIcouldI'dprobablychangeyourmind

abouthim.

Me:why?

Ray:you'remylittlegirlandsomepeopleare

dangerousforyou,likehim.

Me:ifit'sabouttheillegaldealingsyoudothen

I'mwillingtogothroughanythingjusttobewith

him.

Helookedshocked.OkIjustmadethebiggest

mistakeever.KhwezisaidIwasn'tsupposedto

know.

Ray:sohetoldyou?

Me:pleasedon'taskhim.

Ray:Iwon't.Sohowlonghaveyoubeenwith

him?

Me:2monthsnow.



Ray:Andhetrustsyousomuch.Hemustbe

seriousaboutyou.

Me:maybe.

Hechuckled.

Ray:sowhenamIseeingyouagain?

Me:we'lltalk.

Ray:okcomehere.

Istoodupandhehuggedmerealtight.

Ray:Iloveyouok?

Inodded.

Heletgothenwewalkedout.Huggedtherest

ofthefamilythenweleft.Enzowasfastasleep.

Lindi:balungilekodwa.

Me:eweshame.Iwasworriedaboutthewife.

Lindi:ungavuyikakhulukesisiabafazi

bangcolile.

Me:Iknow.



WearrivedandIwenttosleepimmediately.It

wasalreadypast10.Theonlyworrywas

Saturday.

.

SoKhweziandIhadafightthepreviousday

aboutmegoingout.Iwentoutwithmyfriends

withouttellinghim..

SoIwokeuponSaturdaymorning.Siyawas

fetchingEnzoduringtheday.Itookabathwith

Enzo.

Enzo:uzozautata?

Me:ewe.

Enzo:uyaphiwena?

Me:ndizohambanetshomiyam.

Enzo:uSiba?

Me:ha.auKhwezi.

Enzo:mhh.Ndizohambanininayemna?

Me:sizobona.



WegotoutthenIdriedthebothofus.Wore

jeans,denimjacketandNikekicks.Letmy

weaveloose.

Enzoworejeansandahoodie.Itwasabithot

butwindysinceitwasthebeginningofJune.

Wewenttohavebreakfastthensahlalaelounge.

Itwasalreadyafter12whenaknockcame

throughandIwenttoopen.ItwasKhwezi.

Me:Ithoughtyouweren'tcoming.

Khwezi:whywouldn'tI?

Me:andazi.

Khwezi:masambe.

IleftthedooropenedthenndayakuEnzo.

Me:uyezavhautatakho.

Enzo:ok

Lindi:uzobuyaniniuEnzo?

Me:before6.Ifubetheu6engekhocallme.



Lindi:ok.

Ikissedhergoodbyethenleft.Wewereusing

hiscarandbekusetense.

Khwezi:theniwathula?

Me:noreason.

Khwezi:I'msorryaboutlastnightorthis

morning.It'syourlifeyoucandowhatever.

Me:Khwezidon'tstartbecausehiswillleadto

anotherhugeargument.

Khwezi:sure.Uzolalakumneh?

Me:ha.a

Khwezi:Ionlysawyouoncethisweek.

Me:okwhatever.

Wedrovetohisplace,wellkokwabotobeexact.

Itwasthe2ndtimendisiza.Thefirsttimewas

whenwecametodropChumaoff.Heparked

thenwewalkedin.

Khwezi:I'mhome!!



Chumaappeared.AndshejumpedonKhwezi.

Chuma:biggie.Imissedyousomuch.

Khwezi:Iwashere2daysago.

Chuma:maybeyoushouldmovebackin.

Khwezi:never.

TheirparentswalkedinandIgotscared.

Khwezi:parents.

Them:hey.

K.mom:letsgototheback.Lunchisready.

AndIjusthadbreakfast.

Wewalkedtogardenandatablewassetwith

allgoodies.Khweziopenedthechairformeand

Isatdown.

K.dad:soyou'reRaymond'sdaughter?

Me:yes.

Hismomlookedlikeshewasirritated.

K.dad:areyougoingtointroduceher?



Khwezi:Iwasaboutto.Ahbabethisismymom,

dadthenyoualreadyknowChuma.Andthen

familythisismygirlfriendMbali.

K.mom:whathappenedtoZintle,shewasa

nicegirl.

Okthatjustconfirmedeverything,shedoesn't

likeme.

Khwezi:pleasedon'tbringherup.Atleastnot

rightnow.

Chuma:funnyhowyousaidyouwerefriends.

Khwezi:itwasbackthen.

Chuma:lieslieslies.

K.mom:youcanserveyourselves.

Khwezi:ndikuphakele?

Me:noI'llbefine.

Idishedupformyselfthenweate.Havinga

conversationhereandthere.Themotherkept

givingmelooksandgivingcoldresponsesto



everythingIsaid.AndIdidn'tcare.

Aftersometimeweleft.IwasirritatedandI

wantedtogotomyplace.

Me:pleasetakemehome.

Khwezi:you'resleepingovernje.

Me:KhweziIwanttogohome.

Khwezi:isthisaboutmymother?

Me:ewe.

Khwezi:don'tmindher.She'lllearntolikeyou.

Me:Idon'tneedhertolikemebutIjustdon't

likethestuffshesaid.

Hestoppedthecarthencametomysideand

huggedme.

Khwezi:I'msorry.Ipromiseeverythingwillbe

fine.Shejustneedstime.AndI'msureshe

didn'tmeanthestuffshesaid.

Heheldontomesotightthenaftersometime,

heletgothenwalkedtohissideandwedrove



off..
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WearrivedathisplaceandtobehonestIstill

wasn'tok.Shedoesn'tevenknowmebutshe

hatesmesomuch.

Khwezi:areyouok?

Me:yepIjustneedtoshower.

Khwezi:pleasedon'tlietome.

Me:babyI'mokay,Ipromise.

Khwezi:Iloveyouok?Anditdoesn'tmatter

whatanyonesaysorthinksaboutit.

Me:ok.

Weenduptakingalongshowertogetherand

thatobviouslyleadtoonehotmakeupsession.

.



SosinceitsJuneitwastheholidaysandEnzo

andLindiweregoingtovisitmymomin

QueenstownsoI'dbealoneforthenext3

weeks.Raysuggestedwemoveinwithhimbut

Ididn'twanttocauseandtrouble.Andhe

seemeddisappointedsoIpromisedto

sleepoveronweekends.Idon'tknowhowthat

wouldworkformebecausemyweekendswere

reservedforKhwezi.

Soit'sFridaynightandI'minGonubie,stillfeels

strangetocallithome.Idon'tevenknowhow

mymomfeelsaboutthiswhole"newlyfound

dad"thing.

Soit'sjustbeforedinnerandwearewatchingtv.

Libo:latertomorrowwe'regoingout,wanna

come?

Me:where?

Nathan:it'sjustclubbing.Itwon'thurt.

Me:I'msure.



Dad:butMbaliIdon'tapproveyougoingout

withthese2.

Amanda:theyarebadforyou.

Shewasnicetowardsme.

Libo:justacoupleofdrinks.Khweziwillbe

there.

Mydadsfaceimmediatelychanged.Hereally

didnotapproveofourrelationship.Hetriedto

hideitbutIcouldseerightthroughhim.I

couldn'treallychangethewayIfeeljustto

satisfyhim.

Amanda:pleasecomehelpmeinthekitchen.

Me:ok.

Istoodupandwewalkedtothekitchen.

Amanda:how'sKhwezitreatingyou?

Me:we'restillgood.Honeymoonphase.

Amanda:good.Andhismom?

Me:shehatesme.



Sheletoutasigh.

Amanda:that'showsheis.Sheoneofthose

womenwhoareobsessedwiththeirsonsthat

theyeventhinkofmarryingthem.Shealways

seesthewrongineveryone.

Me:Ican'ttakeitanymore.Thethingsshesays

tomeandaboutmearetoomuch.

Amanda:showheryoudon'tcare.She'll

eventuallygiveup.

Inodded.Wetookthefoodtothediningroom

andtheplatesandutensilsaswell.

Nathan:letssaygrace.

Wejoinedhands.

Me:Lordblessthefoodwe'reabouttoeatand

thehandsthatmadeit.Amen.

Them:Amen.

Libo:that'sEnzo'sprayer.

Wegiggled.



Me:it'sminenow.

WehadoursupperthenIwenttobedearly.The

nextdayIwasgoingtoKhwezi'splaceandI

wasgoingtosleepover.Idon'tknowhowmy

dadwilltakeitbuthe'llhavetodealwithit.

Iwokethenextmorningat7.Tookalongbath.

Gotoutthenlotioned.Woremyblackjeggings,

lacetopandwrapcoat.Itwascoldoutsideand

plusthehousewasclosetothebeachsoyou

canimagine.

Khwezisaidhe'dfetchmebutIpreferredIdrive

tohisplace.Ididn'twanttoseemdisrespectful.

IwalkeddownstairsandLibowasalreadyinthe

kitchen.Iwasclosertohim.Hewaslikethebig

brotherI'vealwayswanted.Hewasbubblyand

fun,yourgaytendenciestypeofguy.Forthe

fewweeksI'veknownhim,heseemedlikea

playerorfuckboyashewouldliketocallit."You

can'tplaywhat'snotyours"healwayssays.

Heishandsome,I'mareplicaofhim.You'd



swearwe'retwins.He'stallerthough.Hehasa

greatbody,nottoobuff,yourDonaldtypeof

body.

Me:LibongweAndersonCollins.

Libo:don't.

Igiggled.

Me:sorry.How'syourmorning?

Libo:headache,justgotbackfromsomeclub.

Me:youpartyallthetime.

Libo:Idon'tgetdrunkthough.

Me:whatever.

ImakecoffeeandpourmuesliformyselfandI

sitnexttohimonthehighchairs.

Libo:uyaphisoearlyinthemorning?

Me:Khwezi.Fortherestofweekendactually

butIdon'tknowhowyourdadwilltakeitsoI

wannasneakoutbeforehewakesup.



HelaughedsoloudIjustgotirritated.

Libo:youcan'tsneakoutforever.Sooneror

lateryou'llstayhereandtrustmehe'llgetused

toit.

Me:it'sjustweird.

Libo:runlittlegirlbeforedaddywakesup.

JustthenhewalkedinandIgotmorenervous.

Hegreetedthenmadehimselfbreakfast.I

finishedupthenwalkedtomybedroomand

packedanovernightbag.Iwalkedoutandhe

wasinthekitchen.Itwasnowornever.

Libo:byesis.I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Hewinkedthenwalkedout.

Dad:andwhereareyougoing?

Me:uhmI'mgoingout.

Dad:out?

Me:I'mspendingthedayandthenightat

Khwezi's.



Dad:ohh.

Me:yeahI'llbebacktomorrowafternoon.

Dad:interesting.

Me:yeahsoI'mleaving.

HenoddedandIwalkedout.Igotinmycarand

droveoff.Itwasstill10andI'msureKhwezi

wassleeping.Ihadthekeys.Yeahhegaveme

thekeysafterImethisparents.Iopenedthe

gateandparkedthenwenttoopenandIwalked

upstairs.

Me:Khwezi!

IgotinthebedroomandjustasIthoughthe

wasfastasleeplookallkindsofcute.Itooka

fewpicturesthenjumpedontopofhim.He

immediatelywokeup.

Khwezi:ouch!!

Me:I'mnotheavy.

Itookmycoatoffthenthrewitonthesidethen



myshoesfollowed.Iwasstillontopofhim.

Khwezi:Ineedtobrushmyteeth.

Me:ifawukhogayuzaziwedwa.

HehitmeplayfullyandIrolledovertotheside

andhegotuptobrushhisteeth.Itooktherest

ofmyclothesoffthenjustremainedinmylacey

matchingbraandpanty.

Hewalkedinandhisjawdropped.

Khwezi:uzondilinga.

Me:me?Never.I'mjustfeelinghot.

Hegotcloserandsatdownontheedgeofthe

bed.Iwentandsatontopofhim.Hewashard

inseconds.

Ipushedovergently.Istartedkissinghimand

heresponded.Itwasslow,Iaddedabitoffiest

init.Ineededsomethingthatwouldtakemeto

heaven.HekissedmyneckandIletoutaslight

moan.Hegaveafewhickeys.Ihelpedhimtake

offhisboxersandIinsertedhiminme.Imade



sureIfeelcomfortablefirst.Iwantedtoget

usedtohimbeinginsideme.Istartedmoving

andhehelpedme.Keptgroaning,sayingmy

namebutIdidn'tstop.Movedincircles,moved

upanddownthenwefinallyreachedtheclimax.

Khwezi:andwhatdidIdotodeservethat?

Me:Ijustloveyou.

Hekissedmethenjustlookedatme.

Afteracoupleofminutesitwasjustsexnje.

Therewasnotimeformakingloveitwasjust

fucking.Ataround1wetookashower.Iwore

hisshirtthenfixedmyweave.ItwastoobigsoI

rolledthesleeves.

Khwezi:youlooksotiny.

Me:don'tstart.

Helaughed.

Healwaysteasedmeaboutmyheight.

Hisphonerangandhelookedatme.



Khwezi:it'syourdad.

Iwalkedoutandwenttothekitchen.Poured

myselfwine,Ineededitafterthislongday.Ihad

afewsipswhilespeakingtomyfriendsonour

Whatsappgroup.

Khweziwalkedin,alldressed.

Khwezi:I'msorrybabebutIhavetorush

somewhere,yourdadneedsme.

Me:andwhenyoubeback?

Khwezi:2hourtops.

Inoddedandhekissedmethenwalkedout.

IwenttoswitchthemusiconandIjustplayed

lovesongs.Isatonthekitchencounterdrinking

mywine.Iwasnowonmy3rdglassandthe

intercomwenton,Iansweredanditwas

Khwezi'smomsoIletherinandshefinally

knocked.TodayIwasabittipsysoIwas

waitingforhertostartwithhernonsenseand

I'dchowher.Iopenedforherandshewalkedto



theloungewithmefollowingher.Iloweredthe

volumethesatdownwithmyglassandbottle

nexttome.

K.mom:where'smyson?

Me:hewentout.

K.mom:andwhythehellareyouhere?

Me:Istayhere.

Ijustdecidedtopushherbuttons.

K.mom:youknowKhweziisjustmakingyoudo

allthesewifelydutiesthenonedayhe'llleave

andgobacktohistruelove,Zintle.

Me:he'swithmenow,isn'the?I'llcrossthat

bridgewhenwegettoit.

K.mom:Zintlewasnicersheknewhowtodress

infrontofKhwezi'sparents.Andiyazile

uyinxibileyo.

Me:KhweziandIarenotmarried.Andthisis

notyourhousesoIguessI'lldresshowever.



K.mom:whatdoyouwantfromhim?Isitthe

money?I'llgiveyouallthemoneyyouwantjust

leavehimalone.

Me:Ihaveenoughmoneytolastmeforever.In

caseyouweren'tawaremydadisRaymond

CollinssoIdoubtI'llbeneedingacentfromyou

anytimesoon.

K.mom:isthatwhatyoudo?Ruinperfect

relationships?FirstitwasKhweziandZintle

nowitsAmandaandRaymond.

Igetupandstandinfrontofher.

Me:listenherewoman.Ididn'taskboththese

mentofeelthewaytheydoaboutme.Andas

forKhwezi,Iamnotleavinghimanytimesoon.

Webothloveeachotherandsoonerorlater

you'llhavetoacceptme.

K.mom:willyoustillbethisconfidentknowing

hehasasonwithZintle.

Thathitanerve.IswearIhadtears



approachingbutIwasgoingtobeabiggirland

notcryaboutit.

Me:Icanplaystepmommy.

Ismilethenwalkaway.Igettothebedroom

andstartcryingsilently.Whywouldhehidethis

fromme.ThisZintlegirlwasathreateven

thoughIdidn'tevenknowher.

Ipackedmythingsandchanged.Itwaslate

nowandIwaswaitingforKhwezi.

Hearrivedat7amdhismomhadalreadyleft.

HeshoutedmynamebutIdidn'trespondand

hefinallycameupstairs.

Khwezi:I'msosorryI'mbacklate,itwastough

outthere.

Me:Khwezidoyouhaveason?

Helookedconfused.

Khwezi:nowhy?

Me:ImeandoyouhaveasonwithZintle?



Hecursedunderhisbreath.

Khwezi:itwasmymomwasn'tit?

Me:justanswerthequestion.

Khwezi:uhmwe'llhavetositdown.

Thatjustansweredmyquestion.Itookmybag

andwalkedoutandheranafterme.

Khwezi:Mbalisheliedtometoo.

Me:liess.

ImissedastepthenIfellandrolleddownthe

stairs.

"Mbali,no!!"

That'sthelastthingIrememberhearingandit

waslightsout...
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Khwezi..

Irantoherandshewasbleeding.Shelooked



unconscious,andnowIstartedpanicking

becausetherewasjusttoomuchblood.I

pickedherupandrantohercarsincethekeys

werealreadyinherhands.Ideovetothe

hospitallikeamadman.Butluckyformeitwas

closeby.Iarrivedthenparkedandcarriedher

inside.Shewastakentotheemergencyroom.

Raymondwasgoingtokillmeandtomake

mattersworsehewarnedmejustafewhours

agoandhetoldmehowhedoesn'tlikeme

beingwithhisdaughter.Ipickedupmyphone

andcalledLiboinstead.

Libo:theinlaw.

Me:LibopleasecometoBeaconBayHospital.

Andprobablybringtherestofyourfamily.Mbali

justgotadmitted.

Libo:whatthehelldidyoudotoher?

Ikneweveryonewouldblameme.I'vealways

beenknowntobeaplayerandIadmitIhave

beenabadboybutIamwillingtochange.



Me:pleasejustgethere.

Ihangupandsitdowntowaitforthedoctor.

AboutanhourlaterRaymondandhisfamily

walkedin.Istartedtogetnervous.Hewalked

directlytome.

Ray:IwarnedyouKhwezi.Whatdidyoudoto

mydaughter?

Me:shewasleavingandshefell.

Ray:don'tyoudarelietomeboy.Ifsomething

happenstoherIswearIwillkillyou.

Iswallowhardandhewalksaway.Knowing

RaymondforyearsIknowhewouldreallydo

that.He'sbrutalandheshowsnomercy.

Amandawalksovertome.

Amanda:hiKhwezi.Uhmwhathappened?

Me:Igothomeandshequestionedmeabout

Zintleandmehavingachildwithher.Itriedto

explainbutshewalkedawayandthenextthing

Iknowsherolleddownthestairs.



Amanda:ok.I'llcallyouifanythinghappens

pleaseleavefornow.Youknowhowmy

husbandcanbe.

Me:Ineedtoexplaintoher.

Amanda:Iknowandsheneedstorest.Youcan

comebacktomorrow.

Inoddedanddrivetomyfriendsplace,still

usingMbali'scar.IgottoAnda'splaceandhe

buzzedmein.Hewaswithhisgirlfriend.

Anda:myguy!Andthelongface?

Me:longstory.

Anda:Zimpleasegetusdrinks.

Zim:sure.Whiskyright?

Anda:yes,withice.

Shenodsandwalksaway.

Anda:whathappened?

Itellhimeverythingthathappenedtodayand

howIsuspectmymothertellingMbali



everything.ThethingwithZintleisvery

complicated.Butthatisnotmyson.Wedated

foryearsandobviouslyIwascheating.She

laterdidthesameandthatswhenshegot

pregnant.Iwasgoingtomarryherwhenmy

lategrandmothertoldmethechildwasn'tone

ofus.AndasanelderIbelievedhersoItook

forDNAtestingandutturnsouthewasn'tmine.

IgotsoangryIthrewthembothoutandsheran

tomymotherandshewelcomedthemwith

openarms.Iexplainedtomyfamilywhat

happenedbeforeIcouldbreaktheengagement

offbutmymomwasagainstit.Shewantedme

toraisethechildasmyown.Ididthatfora

coupleofmonthsandIsawitwasn'tworking

soIlefther.Butmymomseemstonotaccept

it.

Anda:yhoRaymonduzokubulala.

Me:Iknow.

Anda:youcancomestayatmyplacetillhe



calmsdown.

Me:sure.I'llgostartpacking.

Anda:don'tbringyourcar.I'llcomefetchyou.

Me:thanks.

IpouranothershotofwhiskyandIgulpitdown.

Anda:khonawhyareyouplayingaroundwith

Raymondsdaughter,uzofasani.

Me:andidlali.I'mseriousabouther.

Anda:Ihopeso.Idon'twanttocarryyourcoffin

soon.

Welaughaboutitthentalkaboutotherstuff.

AndlaterIdrivetomyplaceandhefollowsme.

AndaistheclosestthingIhavetoabrother.

He'spracticallyfamily,afterhisdivorcewe

becameinseparable.AndwellIwastheonly

familyhehadandhiskids...

.

Mbali



.

Iwakeupinahospitalbedandmyheadhurts

likehell.Itfeelslikeonehellofahangover.I

openedmyeyesslowlyandIseemydadandhe

lookspissedsoIclosemyeyesagain.

Dad:nouseplayingdeadwithme.

Iopenmyeyesandhehelpsmeadjustthebed.

Me:hi

Dad:whatwereyouthinkingMbali?Don'tyou

learnfromyourfirstmistakes.

Idon'tknowwhathe'stalkingaboutandIwon't

trytothinkbackbecausemyheadhurtslikehell.

Me:whatdayisit?

Dad:Sunday.

Justthenhiswifeandmybrotherswalkedin.

Them:goodmorning.

Me:hey.



Ray:Mbaliwearenotdonehere.

Amanda:howareyoufeelingbaby?

Me:myheadhurts,wellmybodyhurts.

Libo:whatreallyhappenedthough?

Me:Ifelldownthestairs.

Nathan:youcan'tjustfall.I'msureyouknow

howtowalkdownthestairs.

Mydad'sfacechangedandIknewifItoldthem

thetruthKhweziwillbeintroublesoIdecided

tolie.

Me:IwasrushingandImissedastep.

Theyallgetquiet.

Me:Libopleasegetmegoodies.Idon'tlike

hospitalfood.

Libo:sureNathanlet'sgo.

Theywalkout.

Dad:howlonghavebeensleepingwithKhwezi?



Iswallowreallyhard.Iamdefinitelynot

answeringthisquestion.Ijustplaywithmy

fingers.

Dad:pleaseanswermebeforeIloseit.

Me:I'mnotsure.

Dad:didyouknowyouwerepregnant?

Ifroze.Thiscannotbehappening.

Ishakemyhead.

Amanda:wellI'msorrybabybutyouhada

miscarriage.

MyheartimmediatelybreaksandIcry.Amanda

isbymysidecomfortingme.ThisisweirdbutI

doneedashouldertocryon.

MydadwalksoutanditsjustAmandaandI.

Me:doesKhweziknow?

Amanda:no,wellIaskedhimtoleavewhenwe

gothere.Yourdadwasinnogoodspace.

Me:pleasecallhim.



IwasstillangryathimbutIcan'tbedealing

withalossalone.Thiswasourbaby.

Shecallshimandheagreesaftersome

convincing.Hearrivedafteranhourand

Amandaleft.

Khwezi:hi.Howareyoufeeling?

Me:bad.KhweziIlostourbaby.

Helookedconfused.

Khwezi:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Ihadamiscarriage.

Iwasn'treadyforababybutthisreallyhurt.

Hegotclosertomeandheldmerealtight,kept

rubbingmetellingmeeverythingwasgoingto

befine.

MydadwalkedinandIknewshitwasaboutto

hitthefan....
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MydadcametostandnexttomeandKhwezi

wascalmashell,madenomoveatall.

Dad:yourmomisontheway.

InoddedthenlookatKhwezi.

Khwezi:SibaandBuhleareprobablyontheir

waytoo.Icalledthemandheresyourphone.

Hetookitoutofhispocketandgaveittome.

Dad:Khweziwhatreallyhappened?Iwantto

heartherealstory.

Khwezi:wewerearguingandItriedtochase

herbutshefell.

Dad:soitwasn'tsomethingyoudid?

Khwezi:Iwouldneverdothattoher.

Me:uhmcouldyoupleasegiveusspace.Ineed

tospeaktoKhwezi.

HewalksoutandIletoutasigh.Ithought

somethingbadwasgoingtohappen.



Khwezi:Mbaliwhydidyouwalkoutonme?

Me:Iwasangry.YourmotherisapainKhwezi.I

knowwearen'tmarriedbutIwouldstillprefer

sherespectsme.

Khwezi:I'lltalktoher.

Itwassuddenlyquiet.

Liboopenedthedoorandhepausedwhenhe

sawKhwezi.

Me:ukutyakwam.

HegreetedKhwezi,gavememyfoodthen

walkedout.

Me:andthewholechildstory?

Khwezi:he'snotmine.Zintlesaidhewasmine

butIgotaDNAdone.Turnsouthe'snot.

Me:mhh.

LibogotmeachickenandmayosandwichsoI

hadthatthendrankjuice.Khweziwaswatching

methewholetime.



MyfriendswalkedinandyoucouldtellSiba

wascrying.

Siba:baby.

Theybothcometohugme.

Khwezi:I'llseeyoulaterthen.

Hekissesmycheekthenwalksout.

Buhle:wenearlydiedwhenwegotthenews.

Me:I'mgettingbetter.

Siba:whathappened?

Me:wewerearguing,IwalkedoutonhimandI

felldownthestairsandIlostourbaby.

Theybothlookedshocked.

Siba:andwhydidn'tyoutellus?

Me:Ididn'tknow.

Buhle:andhowareyoufeeling?

Me:ithurtsbutI'llbeok.

Siba:Icanimagine..



.

Mymomarrivesandshe'salsodramaticabout

thewholesituation.Wellmostlythepregnancy

thing.It'snotlikeIplannedit.SheleftwhenI

wasdischarged,onTuesday.Shehadworkplus

IwasgoingtostayatRaymondsplacetillIheal

completely.AccordingtoLiboIwasnevergoing

toleave.Iwasonbedrestfor1weekandI'dgo

toworkthefollowingweek.

It'sWednesdaymorningandIwakeupat10.

ThewholefamilyisatworkexceptforAmanda.

She'sahousewife.Ibrushmyteeththenwalk

downstairs.

Amanda:tea?Goodmorning.

Me:morning,yesplease.

Shepoursteaformeandwegositbyinlounge

whileIwaitformybreakfasttobeserved.

Amanda:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mgood.



Amanda:I'mglad.

Shesmiles.

Me:canIask?

Amanda:goahead.

Me:areyouokwithmebeinghere?

Amanda:Iam.Thisisyourhome.Youcanstay

aslongasyouwant.Ireallydon'tmindyou

beinghere,atleastIhavesomeonetotalkto.

Yourdadandbrothersarealwaysbusy.

ShemayseemniceandallbutIneededtoask

becauseIfeltIwastakingthespotlight.

Raymondwasalwaysfocusedonme.Iknow

he'stryingtomakeupforlosttimebuthe'sput

toomuchofhisattentionandtimeonme.Not

thatImind.

WewatchtvwhileIhavebreakfast.After

breakfastIgotakeanap.Ihavebeentiredalot

lately.MaybeIgotusedtothehospitallife.

Ispentmostofmyweeksleepingandeating.I



finallymadeadecisiontostayhere.Itwould

savemeonalotofmoney.Siyawon'thaveto

payLindianymore.ItwouldseemweirdbutI'll

slowlygetusedtoit.Theybroughtallmy

clothesonFridayandmycarwasdelivered

duringtheweek.

SoSaturdayIwasgoingoutwithKhwezi.Itwas

adoubledatething.Usandhisfriend.

SoIwakeup.Tookalongbathwhiletalkingto

Enzoonthephone.

Enzo:ndizobuyanini?

Me:I'llcomefetchyouwithuncleLibosoon.

Enzo:howsoon?

Me:imakaloksthandwa.

Enzo:ndiyakukhumbulamna.

Me:Imissyoutoo.

Enzo:izakalok.

Me:nextweekSaturday.



Enzo:yhobutok.

Me:xolovha.

Enzo:okloveyou.

Me:loveyoutoo.

WehangupandIgetouttodrymyselfand

sinceit'scoldoutsideandclosetodrizzling.I

wearjeansandbootswithagreycoat.It'snot

toomuch,it'sok.

IheaddowntobreakfastbeforeIcandomy

hair.Thewholefamilyisthere.

Me:morningeveryone.

Ihugeveryoneastheyareseated.

Amanda:Ufunantoni?

Me:fruitsalad.I'vebeenstuffingmyselflately.

Amanda:I'venoticed.

Ihavemyfruitsaladthengoupstairstofixmy

hair.Mydadwalksin.



Dad:andwhereistheyoungladyoffto?

Me:Grazia.

Dad:Khwezi?

Me:yes.

Dad:uhmbabylisten.Idon'twantyoutofeel

likeIdon'twantyoutobewiththemanyoulove

butI'mjustlookingoutforyou.

Me:I'moldenoughIthinkIcandothat.

Dad:Imeanfromtherealworld.Khwezihas

enemiesandI'mscaredofwhatthey'ddoto

you.You'remylittlegirlandIwastoalwaysbe

safe.

Me:Iknow.

Dad:I'mactuallygladit'ssomeoneIknow.SoI

knowwhotobeatupwhenyoucry.

Ilaugh.

Me:pleasedon't.

Hechuckles.



Dad:Iwon'tpromiseyouanything.

IfinishwithmyhairandwaitforKhwezi.He

arrivesandwedriveoff.

Khwezi:areyouok?

Me:yepyou?

Khwezi:I'mgood.Ijustmissedyou.

Me:Imissedyoutoo.

Khwezi:Ishouldkidnapyou.

Igiggle.

Me:nothanks.

WearriveatGraziaandit'sAndaandhis

girlfriend.Thegirllooksfine.Shelookslikea

model,yellowbone.Thewholepurposeofthe

datewasformetomeettheladies.ButI

obviouslyhadtostartsomewhere..

Anda:thebrother.

Theydothisweirdhandshake.



Lady:I'mZimkithabutcallmeZim.

Me:Mbali'entlebutyoucancallmeMbali.

Weshakehands.Andtheguyssmile.

Zim:nincumantoni?

Anda:youareintroducingyourselves.

Me:becauseyouweretoobusywiththe

handshake.

Wesitdownandorder.Zimordersabottleof

redwineandIknowthenthatwearegoingto

getalong.

Khwezi:youaren'tdrinking.

Me:why?

Khwezi:nobabeandpluswecan'tfightin

public.

Ilookatthesetwoandsnile.Ireallydidn'twant

toseemdisrespectfulsoIorderedjuice..

Anda:soMbaliwhereareyoufrom?



Me:Queenstown.

Zim:yougrewupthere?

Me:yep.Ionlymovedhere5yearsago.

Anda:andyouonlymethernow?

HewasreferringtoKhwezi.

Khwezi:youandZimhavebeenhereallyour

livesandyoumetlastyear.

Them:true.

Thentheygiggled.

Zim:Ican'tbelieveI'venevermetyouoreven

seenyouaround.

Me:itwasjustschoolandnowit'sbeenwork.

Anda:noclubs?

Me:hereandthere.

Anda:thenhowdidyoumeetthisfool?

Khwezilooksatmeandlaughs.Wemetinthe

weirdestwayever.



Me:Iwasdrivinglikeanormalcitizenandhe

decidedtobumpintomycar.

Andaisonstitches.

Anda:Khweziunjaninawena?

Wetalk.Orderfoodandeverythinggoeswell.

ZimandIexchangenumbers.Overallshe'sa

nicegirl.Verybeautiful.

It'sjustKhweziandIinthecaranditseemslike

we'regoingtohisplace,asinhisparentshome.

Me:andthen?

Khwezi:IloveyouandIlovemymomtoosoit's

timeyousortoutyourdifferences.

I'mshockedandangrytoo.

WearriveandIstayinthecar.

Khwezi:Siphosethuyoudon'twanttoseethe

othersideofme.

He'sdefinitelyangrywhenheusesmysecond

name.



Igetoutandwewalkinside.Hismomisinthe

loungereadingamagazine.She'salsoa

housewife.

Khwezi:mama.

K.mom:heyboy.

Ifollowhimeverytimehemovesandhetells

metositnexttohismom.

Khwezi:mamaIamtiredofhavingtofeel

scaredwheneverIbringMbalihome.Aslongas

Istilllovehershewillcomehereandshewill

enjoyherselflikesheisoneofus.Doyou

understand?

Shenodscountlesstimes.I'ddothesame.

Khweziwasserious.

Khwezi:soyouwilllearntoaccepther,I'mnot

forcingyoutoloveherbutifyoulovemeyou

shouldfeelsomethingforhertoo.Andstop

bringingupZintle.Ilostmybabybecauseof

youandthisZintlething.



Shewasshocked.

K.mom:yourbaby?

Khwezi:yesMbalihadamiscarriage.

Shecoveredhermouthwithherhandsand

startedtearingup.

Khwezi:naweMbaliafterthisIwantustomove

on.Oksolet'sstartover.MommeetMbalimy

girlfriendandMbalimeetmymom.

KhwezicanbestupidattimesIwantedtolaugh

buttriedhardnottobecausehewasserious

andwhenIturnedtohismom,shewaswiping

tearsfromherface.

Shegotuptohugme.

K.mom:I'msosorryaboutyourloss.

Me:I'mok.

K.mom:I'msorryforthewayItreatedyou.

Me:it'sfine.

Sheletgothenlookedatme.Thiswasweird.



Shecalledthemaidtobringgoodiesandwe

justsattogether.Khwezitalkingtohismom

andmebeingincludedhereandtherebutitwas

okaynow.

[05/14,13:51]Mk:Insert22

.

After4weleft.Iwouldn'tsayItrustherfullyyet,

Iknowwomenlikeher.Theyactliketheycare

thenstabyouwhenyouleastexpectitandyou

won'tevenknowthatitwasthembecause

you'reclose.

Khwezi:areyougoinghome?

Me:eweI'vegotchurchtomorrow.

Khwezi:haibobabysosoon.Akhoneso

sleepover?

Me:xolokalok.

Khwezi:onthebrightside.MondayI'mworking

fromhome.



Me:okke.

Wedrivetomyplaceandfinallyarriveandhe

parksoutside.

Me:mydadishome.

Khwezi:I'mnotscaredofhimanymore.

Me:yazindifunaakubethe.

Khwezi:heknowsI'dknockhimout.

Ilaughandhejoinsin.Wekissandittakes

longerthanexpected.Itrytopullawaybuthe

pullsmebackin.

Acarhootsandwefinallystopaftersometime.

It'sLibosoIdon'treallycare.

Me:byenow.

Khwezi:Libouyadika.

WekissonelasttimeandIleave.Iwalkin

throughtheloungeandLibowalksinthrough

thekitchen.

Libo:hayikelagirl.Someonegotitalltoday.



Me:Libongwesudika.

Libo:sorryforinterruptingyourmoment.

Me:weweredonealready.

Libo:heehayikeMrsNgoma.

Me:Liboleavemealone.

Helaughsandwewalkupstairs.Igettomy

roomandfallasleepimmediately.Amanda

wakesmeupforsupperandwebothwalk

downstairs.

Nathan:areyousureyou'renotpregnant?

Igivehimastraightface.

Me:Nathandon'tstart.

Libo:andyouhaditalltoday.

Irollmyeyesthenservemyself.

Nathan:andheeatinghabits.

Dad:LiboandNathandon'tyoudare.

Ismilethenstickmytongueout.



Ihavemymealthentakethedishestothe

kitchenandwashthem.Iwalkbacktomy

bedroomandsleepimmediately.Themedsare

takingitscourse.

ThenextmorningIwakeupandgotochurch.

I'mtheonlypersonthatgoestochurchinthis

house.AfterchurchIdrivebackhome.Wehave

supperasafamilyandtheIknowthenextday

isthelastformyrest.

Ifallasleepimmediately.LatelyI'vebeen

sleepingalot.

Iwakeupthenextdayandgetdressed.Have

mybreakfastandchillinthelounge.

Amanda:areyougoingsomewhere?

Me:Vincent.

Amanda:shopping?

Me:yes,Ineednewclothes.

Amanda:ok.



At11IleaveanddrivetoVincent.Buyacouple

ofclothesthengotoMuggandBeanforlunch.

Asmyorderarrivesthisguyopensthechair.

Guy:canIjoinyou?

Me:sure.

Hewasmoreofanaverageguy.Nottoomuch,

liketheguysI'veseen.

Guy:I'mSibulelobytheway.

Me:Sethu.

Thatsme,ifI'mnotreallyinterested,Igiveyou

mysecondname.Ihavemymealwhilehe's

askingmeweirdquestions.Ihavemymeds

rightafter.

Sbu:socanIhaveyournumber?

IjustdecidetogivehimNathansnumber.

Sbu:sureke.

IgotomycarandsuddenlyIfeeldrowsysoI

drivetoKhwezi'splacesinceit'scloser.Iopen



thegatethenInoticehishelperishome.

Her:molosisi.

Me:moloma.

Her:usestudy.

ThenIonlyrememberedthenthathesaidhe'd

behome.Iwalktothestudyandthere's

documents,filesandpapersallover.

Me:Guesswhosehome.

Helooksupandcarrieson.

Khwezi:closethedoor.

Iclosethedoorandsitoppositehim.There'sa

financefilefromhisclubinfrontofme.I'm

passionateaboutaccountingsoIopenthefile

andgothrougheverythingandIrealizeit'snot

addingup.

Me:baby?

Khwezi:mhh?

Me:ndijonge.



Hesmilesthenlooksatme.

Me:whodoesyourfinance?

Khwezi:someguy.

Me:doyourealizehe'srippingyouoff?

Khwezi:kwintoni?

Me:theinvoicesandpaperworkhediddon't

balance.Heprobablytookmoneyforhimself.

Khwezi:Ishouldhireyoumos.

Me:nothanks.

Khwezi:comeon,ItrustyouandIknowyou

wouldneverlietomeplusI'llpayyouwell.

Me:noo.

Weargueaboutthistillhefinallydecidestolet

mewinbutknowingKhwezihewon'tdropit.

Me:masambesiyolala.

Khwezi:I'mworkingonaveryimportantcase.

Me:youcandothatlater.



Hecarriesonwiththeworkhewasdoing.

Me:Khwezipleasedon'tignoreme.

Ndiyakucela.Pleasebabe.Oryoucanstaywith

metillIfallasleepthencomebacktowork.

IpoutandIknowhewouldneversayno.

Khwezi:uyatefakodwa.

Hegetsupandwewalktohisbedroomandhe

putsmetobed,tellingmestoriesthenIfinally

fallasleep.

Iwakeupandit'salreadydark.Khweziis

workingnexttome.

Khwezi:finally.

Ismile.Icheckthetimeandit'safter7,I'm

definitelynotdrivinghome.

Me:pleasecallmydadandtellhimI'mnot

cominghome.

Hesmilesandgetsonthephonealmost

immediately.Afterthewholehospitalsagahe's



beencoolaboutKhwezi,notthatI'm

complainingbutIjustwishedthingscould

remainthatway.

Heordersinandwehavesupperinbed.I'm

dessert.

.

Soit'sThursdayafternoonandI'minmydad's

office,IwassupposedtobeatworkbutIfelt

likelettinggo.Ijustdidn'thaveitinmetowork.

Itwastiring,especiallynowthatitwas

somethingIwasn'tpassionateabout.

Dad:sowhatareyousaying?

Me:I'mresigning.

Dad:andwhatareyougoingtodowithyourlife?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Hegivesmeadisapprovinglook.

Dad:Iwon'tletthathappen.

Me:okdon'tyouhaveworkformehere,orask



yourfriendstohireme.

Dad:Khwezitoldmeabouttheoffer

Me:Iwon'tworkforKhwezi.

Dad:thenIhavenothing.You'retoopicky,

peoplewoulddieforthatjob.

Me:Iwouldtakethejobifitwassomeoneelse

justnothim.

Dad:he'shardlyattheclub.

Me:fine.I'llthinkaboutit.Youcalledmehere

forsomethingelse.

Dad:yesbaby.Iwasthinkingaboutyou

changingyoursurname.

Iwouldn'tmindbutit'sacompletewasteof

timeandenergy.

Me:it'sjustacoupleofyearsandImightget

married.IknowI'maCollins.

Dad:weneedtomakeitofficial.

Me:I'lltalktomymomSaturday.



Henods.Idrivehomelateronandallofa

suddenI'mfeelingnauseous,it'sprobably

somethingIate.Igethome,drinkmypillsand

gotobed...
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Iwokeupataround6andIwalkeddownstairs.

Thewholefamilywasinthelounge.

Dad:Mbaliareyousureyou'reokay?

Me:yeah

Nathan:you'renotokay.Allyoudoissleep.

Me:it'sprobablythemedication.

Amanda:weneedtoseethedoctor.

Me:IswearI'mokay.

IsitdownandgothroughmyphonethenI

realizeI'veneglectedmyfriends.IknowIwas

sickbutIneededtopayattentiontothemto

andIdidn'tsoIcalledBuhle.She'dbringlifeto



myboringlife.

Buhle:areyouokay?

Me:ewendirightBuhle.

Buhle:ThelasttimeIgotacallfromyou,you

wereinhospital.

Me:I'mokIjustmissyou.

Iwalktothekitchensincetheyarealllookingat

me.

Buhle:wemissyoutoo.

Me:IknowI'veneglectedyouguysandIwantto

makeupforit.

Buhle:nini?

Me:howaboutItakeyouguysoutforlunch

tomorrow?

Buhle:that'sfinewithme.I'llcallSiba.

Me:noloveit'sfine.I'lldoitmyself.

WesayourgoodbyesthenIpourjuicefor



myselfandIwalktothelounge.Wewatchthe

newsandI'mjustboredsoItalktoSiba.After

ourlittlechatwehavesupperandIdon'treally

haveanappetitesoIjusthavesalads.Iwatch

moviestilllatebecauseIcan'tsleep.WhenI

don'ttakemymedsIfeellikemynormalself

andwhenIdoIjustfeellikeazombie.My

wholebodytiredandIfeellikemyspiritis

leavingmybody.SofromthereIdecideto

nevertakethepillsagain.

Igotobedat3,notbecauseI'mdrowsybut

there'snothingtowatch.AsIwalkupstairsI

hearthedooropensoIwaittoseewhoitis.

Andtomysurpriseit'smydad.Iamso

confused.

Me:ohitsyou.

Dad:andwhyaren'tyouinbed?

Me:I'mnottired.

Hegetscloserandhesmellslikeblood.



Me:yousmelllikeblood.

Dad:doI?

Hetakesoffhisshirtandwalkstothelaundry.

Sonotonlydoeshedoalltheseillegaldealings

buthealsokillspeople.

Iwalkupstairsbeforehecanreturn.Ilistento

AnthonyHamiltontillIfallasleep.

Iwakeupthenextday.Takeabath.Iwearmy

jeanswithredheels.Bodysuitandblackcoat.

IfixmyhairthenIheaddowntobreakfast.It's

already11.SoImakeasmootiethenleave.

TodayIdecidetodrivemydadscar,BMW320i.

IdrivetoVincentanddoalittleshoppingthenI

obviouslyhavetogofetchSiba.

Shegetsinthecarandscreams.

Siba:isityours?

Me:Iwish.

Siba:Khwezi?



Me:haiboSibauyazaziiimotozikaKhwezinje.

It'smydads.

Siba:andyoudidn'twanttogivehimachance.

Me:it'snotthatIdidn'twanttobutitfeltweird.

WearriveinVincentandBuhleisalready

waiting.Weordermilkshakestostartoffthe

lunch.

Buhle:sohowhaveyoubeen?

Me:I'vebeenbetter.Andyouguys?

Buhle:goodjustmissedyou.

Me:I'mherenow.

Siba:sohowsthefamilydoing?

Me:theyarefine.

Buhle:ubuyaniniuEnzo?

Me:I'mfetchinghertomorrow.

Siba:khonasinceyouresignedwhatareyou

goingtodo?



Me:Idon'tknow.Maybeworkformydadorfor

Khwezi.

Buhle:andwhyaren'tyoudoingthat?

Me:Ihaven'tdecidedyet.

Siba:yourdadistoocontrolling,ratherworkfor

Khwezi.

Me:I'mstillthinking.

WeorderthenafterwardsIpaythebillanddrop

themoffthenIdrivebackhome.Iamtiredfrom

alltheshopping.

.

ThenextdayKhweziofferstodrivemeto

Queenstown.IwouldhavepreferredLibobut

sinceheofferedIdecidedwhynot.Soearlyin

themorningIreceiveacallfromSiya.

Me:Siya.

Siya:mamakhe,unjani?

Me:goodyou?



Siya:fantastic.WhenareyoufetchingEnzo?

Me:I'mabouttotakeabathrightnow.

Siya:ok.Iheardyoufiredthenanny.

Me:yes.

Siya:why?

Me:Imovedintothefamilyhomeandwehave

ahelperhere.

Hedidn'tknowaboutmydad.

Siya:familyhome?

Me:yes.

Siya:whosefamily?

Me:mine.

Helet'soutasighofreliefandIknowheis

relivedforwhateverreason.

WetalkaboutEnzoforsometimeandfinally

hangup.Igoshowerthengetdressed.Iwalk

downstairsforbreakfastthenwaitforKhwezi.



Hefetchesmeat10andwedriveoff.

Khwezi:sohaveyoudecidedyet?

Me:no.

Khwezi:it'sasimpleyesorno.

Me:workingforyoumakesmefeelsupersmall.

Youwillhavesomuchpoweroverme.

Khwezi:that'snottrueandyouknowit.

Me:whatbenefitswillIget?

Khwezi:youcanworkfromhome.Petrolcard

andanallowance.

Me:allowance?

Khwezi:yes.Youwillgetyourincomeplus

allowance.

Me:okfinebutIstartinAugust.

Khwezi:thesearethereasonsIloveyouso

much.SoIwasthinking,howaboutwegoto

CapeTownfortheweekend?



Me:whichweekend?

Khwezi:nextweek.

Me:okbutyou'repaying.

Hechuckles.Idon'twanttowastemoneyor

useitunnecessarily.

Khwezi:finewithme.

Wecontinuechattingabouteverythingthen

finallyarriveandIdirecthimtomyplace.He

parksandIknockandwewalkin.Mymom

appears,alreadydressedlookinglikeaqueen

asalways.

Me:mommydearest.

Mom:myloveunjani?

Me:perfect.

Mom:andwenaKhwezi?

Khwezi:I'mgoodma.

Enzoissoexcitedtoseeme.Ileaveherwith

Khwezithengotothebedroomwithmymom.



Wehavetotalkaboutthesurnamething.

Raymondsaidhedidn'tmindpayingfor

anythingthatneededtobepaidfor.

Mom:whatsup?

Me:Raymondwantsmetochangemysurname.

Mom:and?

Me:Ineedyourpermissionplushehastopay.

Mom:I'mgladyouknowthat.Hecanspeakto

meorcallmyuncles.Itwillcosthimalot,

umdalangoku.

Me:hesaidhedoesn'tmindpaying.

Mom:mhhhaikeI'mgladtohearthat.Howare

yourecoveringfromthemiscarriage?

Me:I'mnotrespondingwelltothemedication

soIstoppedtakingthatbutI'mok.

Shehasaconcernedlook.Mymomisanurse

soshewouldknow.

Mom:andwhydon'tyouseeadoctor?



Me:Iwill.

Wewalkoutandit'sreallyawkwardhaving

Khweziandmymominthesameroomsowe

leavedrivingbacktoEastLondon.Theonly

thingI'mlookingforwardtoisthetriptoCape

Town.Ihaven'tbeenonholidayinawhile.So

wearriveinEastLondonandKhwezidropsus

off.

Me:canIask?

Henods.

Me:whattypeofworkdoesmydaddo?

Khwezi:whydon'tyouaskhim?

Me:youknowhowheis.

Khwezi:andyouwanthimtokillmefortelling

you?

Me:hewon'tknow.

Khwezi:likethetimeyoutoldhimyouknow

abouttheworkIdo?



Me:thatjustslipped.Itwasanhonestmistake.

Khwezi:hedoeseverythingIdo.

Me:doeshekillpeople?

Khwezi:youcanaskhim.

Me:secretsarebadforarelationship.Please

justtellme.

Khwezi:yeshedoes.

Sohesaid,"hedoeseverythingIdo"thatonly

meansKhwezidoesthesame.

Me:soyoualsokillpeople?

Khwezi:onlywhenIhaveto.

Me:wow.

Iwalkout.Takeallthebagsandtriestoexplain.

Thereishonestlynothingtoexplain.Youkill

peopleforalivingandI'msupposedtofeelsafe

beingaroundsomeonelikethat.Maybemydad

wasright.Idon'tknowKhweziandhe'snotthe

oneforme.Itakethebagssndopenthedoor



forEnzoandstaysfoldingherarms.

Me:Enzokuhlephuma!!

Sheshakesherhead.

Me:fine.

Iwon'ttakeanyofhernonsensesoIcarryher

andstartstocry.WegetinsideandIclosethe

door.Shethrowsherselfonthefloorandcries

likethebratthatsheis.

Idon'tcareeitherway.Shewillnotspendthe

daywithamurderer.HerandKhweziareclose,

itscaresmesometimes.

Amanda:umenzaniumntana?

Me:nothing.

Ipourmyselfaglassofwineandjustwatch

Amandatryingtocalmherdown..
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WhenEnzohascalmeddownIwalktomy



bedroomandunpackherstuff.Iknowshehas

herownroombutIwouldstillprefershesleeps

withmetillsheturns5atleast.

MydoorswingsopenanditsLibo.

Libo:Mbaliweneedtotalk

Me:whatisit?

Khweziwalksinandheclosesthedoor.

Irollmyeyesdramatically.It'sweirdhowmost

ofmyfamilyissoclosewithhim.

Me:thetha.

Libo:doyouhavetobesodramatic?

Me:whatdidIdonow?

Libo:IjustspoketoKhweziaboutsomething

youdid.WhyunjeMbali?Doyouknowirritating

naggingis.Khweziwillloseinterestinyou

becauseofthenaggingandyourdrama.

Me:whatdidIdo?

Libo:don'tactstupidwithme.



Me:ohh.

Libo:atleasthe'shonestwithyou.Iforone

havenevercomecleantoanyoneaboutwhatI

doandI'mnotplanningto.

Ididn'tknowLiboalsodidwhattheydo.Itsso

unlikehim.

Me:oksowhatdoyouwantmetodo?

Libo:listentoKhwezi.Understandhehasto

makealiving.IfitweremeI'dprobablyleave

yourightnowbuthedidn'tbecauseheloves

you.Getyourselftogether.

HewalksoutandleavesmewithKhwezi,which

issoawkward.

Khwezi:soamIforgiven?

Me:Ithinkso.

Khwezi:goodthen.Comehere.

Iwalkclosertohimandhekissesthelifeoutof

me.Hepullsout.



Khwezi:Ireallyloveyoubutsometimesyou're

justtoomuchlikenow,movingforwardIwant

ustocommunicateratherthenyoualways

walkingoutonme.

Inod.Khweziisfullofsurprises,Ican'treally

promisehimthatbutI'lltry.

Iwalkhimoutandheleaves.Wecan'tspend

thedaytogetheranymore.It'salreadytenseso

itwon'tworkout.

Enzowalksinandsheisupset.

Me:xolovhasthandwasam.

Enzo:ok.

She'salwaysforgiving.

Wegohavelunchtogetherthenwewatch

movies.

.

Fridaymorning,Istartpacking.Weleaveat

18:00.Andaisdroppingusoff.AfterpackingI



havemybreakfast,stillinmypj's.Libotook

Enzotoschoolearlier.

Amanda:youmustbeexcited.

Me:sortof.

Amanda:I'msureyou'regoingtoenjoy

yourselves.

Me:Ihopeso.

At11IgotoVincenttogetmyhairandnails

done.Ilookstunning.Sinceitsourweekend

awayIgotoTruworthstobuylingerie.Ispoil

myselfwithlunchthenIdecidetofetchEnzo.I

needtoseemydaughterbeforeweleave.We

drivehomeataround3.

Enzo:uzohamba?

Me:ewebabyndizobuyaMonday.

Enzo:iyho.Utatauzoza?

Me:ha.auzombonanextweek.

Enzo:fine.



Me:you'llhavefunwithuncleLiboandNathan.

Notamkhulunokhuluukhona.

Enzo:uBuhleyena?

Me:ndizothiazevha?

ShenodsandIcallBuhleimmediately.

Buhle:haveyoudecidedtostay?

Igiggle.

Me:no.Enzowantstospendthedaywithyou

tomorrow.

Buhle:ohmygoshthat'ssocute.Andhoware

wegoingtodothat.

Me:uhmI'lldropmycaroffatyourplacejust

nowandyoucanuseitfortheweekend.

Buhle:okI'llseeyounownow.

Me:ok

WehangupandIpackmysuitcaseinmycar.

TextKhweziandtellhimtofetchmeat

Amalindaandheagrees.



IsaymygoodbyestomydaughterandAmanda.

Theguysaren'thomeyetsoIleave.Trafficis

hecticsinceit'slate.IgettoAmalindaand

Buhleissohappytoseeme.

Buhle:howexcitedareyou?

Me:toomuch.

WechatoverdrinksthenKhwezitellsmehe's

outside.IwalktothecarwithmybagsandI

greetthebothofthemandweleave.

Anda:yaziwehadplansnoKhweziforthis

weekend.Ifyouwanttocancelthetripthere's

stilltime.

Me:andwhywouldIcancel?

Anda:maybeheirritatesyou.

Me:Ienjoythatthough.

Wearriveattheairportandwecheckinthen

boardourplane.TheminutewegetinIfall

asleeponhischest.I'vebeenonmyfeetthe

wholeday.Hewakesmeupwhenweareabout



toarrive.Someweirdlookingguyisalready

waitingforus.

Me:whosehe?

Khwezi:Stix.

Theyhandshakeandhegiveshimcarkeys.We

walktoawhiteAudiRS5.Igetinwhileheout

ourluggageintheboot.Itsalreadylate.

Khwezi:Iamsotired.

Me:metoo.

Khwezi:excuseme?Ubulelewena.

Me:becauseIhardlysleptlastnight.

Khwezi:right.

Hesaysthatsarcastically.Ihithimplayfully.

Khwezi:ndibethelwantonimna?BecauseI'm

agreeingwithyou.

Me:nice.

WearriveattheSouthernSun,Waterfronthotel.



Wecheckinthenordersupper.I'malready

hungry.It'snearly9andallIcanthinkofisthe

bed.Iamsupertired.

Wehaveoursupperthenwegoshower

together.Theminutehetouchesmemywhole

bodyshivers.Hekissesmyneckthennibbles

onmyear,Icanfeelhiserectiononmybutt.His

onehandisholdingmyboobwhilehisotheris

busyonmycookie.Iwantturnaroundbuthe

holdmetightinposition.Ijustmoan.Ifeelan

orgasmbuildupsoIjustholdontohisarmand

Irelease.Heturnsmearoundandentersme

whilewearebothstillstanding.Helooksme

deepinmyeyes,stillpoundingme.Iscream,I

moan,mylegsarejigglyandIcan'tstand

anymore.Henoticessohepicksmeupand

placesmeagainstthewetshowerwall.He

goesdeepereachtime.Ican'tholditanymore

soIreleaseandhefollowsshortlyafterwards.

Hewalksout,stillcarryingme.Placesmeon

thebedthenwemakelovetillwearebothtired



andcan'ttakeitanymore.Ifallasleep

immediately.

IwakeupinthemorningandIamextremely

tired.KhweziisnotnexttomesoIgoshower

solongthenwearmyblackbodycondressand

heels.HewalksinasI'mabouttoorder

breakfast.

Khwezi:goodmorningtoyoutoo.

Me:morning.Andwherehaveyoubeen?

Khwezi:Ihadbusinesstotakecareof.I'msorry.

Hegetscloserandkissesmycheek.

Me:it'sfine.Iwasabouttoorderbreakfast.

Khwezi:goahead.

Iorderbreakfastfortwoandbythetimeit

arrivesheisalreadycleananddressedinblack

also.Wediginthenweleave.It'snottoohot

outsidebutit'sok.There'sabitofsun.Wedrive

toWaterfrontandstartwithshopping.



Khwezi:youcanbuyanythingIdon'tmind.

ThiswasthefirstI'veactuallyspenthismoney

anditfeltweird.Istillfeltuncomfortabledoing

it.

Me:noloveit'sfine.

Khwezi:Mbalipleasedon'tdothistome.Allow

metospoilyou.

Ifinallygiveinbutbuyafewclothes.Thenwe

goforlunch.Wehaveahelicopterridesowe

takealltheshoppingbagstothecarandwe

walktothehelicopter.I'mnervousatfirstbut

laterfeelrelaxed.Khwezihasmyhandinhis.

Khwezi:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'moknow.

Hesmilesthenletsgoofmyhand.

Khwezi:lookattheviewfromthetop.

Ilookdownandzican'tbelievemyeyeswhenI

seea"Willyoumarryme?"flagattheshoreof



thebeachwothpeopleholdingit.Idon'twantto

jumptoconclusionsoIlookathimandhehas

avelvetboxinhishandwithasilverringwitha

hugerock.Isuddenlygetemotional.

Khwezi:Iknowyou'llthinkit'stoosoonbutI

don'tneedmoretimebecauseIknowmyheart

belongstoyou.Sopleasemakemethe

happiestmanandagreetobemywife.

IsobadlywanttorespondbutI'mjustso

emotionalwithtearsallovermyfaceandme

wipingthem.I'veonlybeenwithhimfor4

monthsandIhaveneverthoughtthiswould

happen.

Inodafewtimes.

Me:yesKhwezi.

Hesmilesthenslipsintheringinmyfingerand

kissesme.IloveKhwezisomuchbutnever

haveIthoughthe'dpropose.Heoncetoldme

hewantedtosettledownbutIdidn'tknowit

waswithme.Iamsoexcitedbutscaredtoo.



I'mstill24andIhavenocluewhatmarriagelife

hasinstoreforme..

WelandandjustroamaroundWaterfrontfora

while.IwanttogotoRobbenIslandbutit'stoo

late.It'snearly5.

Khwezi:sowhenarewegettingmarried?

Me:haKhwezi,youjustproposedafewhours

ago.

Khwezi:okthenwhendoyouwantittobe.

Me:Ithinkaboutit.

Khwezi:soon.

Igiggle.

Hisphoneringsandheanswers.Hetalksfor

whatseemslikeforeverthenhangsup.

Khwezi:baby,Iamsosorrybutdutycalls.

Me:duty?

Khwezi:yes.TheresapackageI'mfetching

fromtheairport.



Me:whatpackage?

Khwezi:diamonds.

Inodandwewalktothecarandheleavesme

atthehotel.IwanttosurprisehimsoItakea

shower.Lotionmybodythenwearmyblack

lingerie.Itlooksgoodonme,soItakeafew

picturesandsendittohim.Heshouldbehome

sooner.AndjustasIpredicted,20minuteslater

he'sback.Ionlywaitforhimtoclosethedoor

andwestartoffthekissinnocently,itquickly

tenseswithmyhandsroaminghisupperbody

andhisonmybutt.Oassiontookoverandhe

startedtorubmythighscausingmoansto

escape.Hetakesoffmylingerielikeitsnothing

andwithinsecondsI'mbuttnaked.Hislipsare

allovermynipples.Hegentlyplacesmeonthe

bedandhe'salsonakedafterafewminutes.

Myhandswentdowntohisfullyerecteddick

andhemoansandbitesmyneck.Heentersme

butdoesn'tmove.Hepositionshimself.



Me:baby?

Khwezi:mhh?

Me:Iwantyoutohavemealltoyourself.

HehumpsmeandIjustmoaninpleasure.He

goesslower.

Me:don'tstop.

Iwrapmylegsaroundhimliftingmyhipsoff

thebed.Hegoesfastertillwebothclimax.He

doesnotletmeresthegoesintimeandtime

again,hittingtherightspot.Iorgasmagainand

thistimeI'montop,pinninghimagainstthebed,

Igoforagood2minutesandbeforeI'mdone

heflipsmeoverandnowhe'sontop.Witheach

thrusthegoesdeeperanddeeper.Iamdripping

wet,hecomesandcollapsesontopofme.

Iamexhaustedbutmoreinlovewiththisidiot

ontopofme...
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Iwokeuptothesmellofbaconthenextday.

I'mnotahugefanbuttodayIcouldn'twaitto

getmyhandsonit.IgotupandKhweziwas

gettingdressed.

Me:morning.

Khwezi:MrsNgoma.

Me:notyet.

Iwalkedtothebathroomandfreshenedupthen

Iwalkedbacktothebedroom.

Khwezi:comelet'seat.We'regoingtoseemy

sister.

IwalktowhereheisseatedandIstartwiththe

bacon.

Me:pleasedomeafavour.

Khwezi:mmh?

Me:ndicelaibaconyakho.

Ismileandhelooksatmeweirdlythenfinally

agrees.IhavetherestofmybreakfastthenIgo



shower.It'sdrizzlingoutsidesoIwearmyjeans

andankleboot.Withmyfurcoat.

Me:letsgo.

Khwezi:awumhlenje.

Me:thanks.

WewalktothecaranddrivetoDurbanville.I've

nevermethisothersister.Wearriveandhe

parks.Itsabeautifulhouse,bigtoo.Wegetout

andheknocks.Sheappearslookingdazzling.

ShelookssomuchlikeKhweziandChumabut

shelooksmorematurewithherweave.

Aphiw:ohmyGodbigbrother.

Theyhugforthelongtimeever.Shehugsme

too.

Aphiwe:youmustbeMbali.

Ismile.

Me:Aphiwe?

Aphiwe:yes.



Shesmiles.She'ssobeautiful.

Wegetinandthehouseisbeautiful.It'sgoals.

Aphiwe:juiceorcoffee?

Khwezi:juiceforthebothofus.

Shegoestothekitchenandcomesbackwith

grapejuice.Aphiweis24,afewmonthsolder

thanme.She'sstudyingMedicineatthe

UniversityofCapeTown.

Aphiwe:whatifbendingekho.Njembeufika

unnaouunced.

Khwezi:Iwasgoingtobreakin.

Aphiwe:andItrustyou.Uyiprokwelocala.

Mbaliifyoueverthinkoflockinghimoutyou

haveanotherthingcoming.

Igiggleandtakeasipofmyjuice.

Aphiwe:ohmyGod.Khwezididyoupropose?

Shegetscloserandtouchedmyhand.Sheis

suddenlyemotional.



Khwezi:yes.

Aphiwe:ayintle.Khweziwhendidithappen?

Khwezi:yesterday.

Aphiwe:whatifIdidn'tapprove?

Khwezi:Iknewyouwould.

Theylaugh.Wespendhalfthedaytherethenat

3weleft.

Me:Ifeellikehotwings.

Khwezi:KFC?

Me:ewe.

WedrivetothenearestKFCandhebuys16

wings.Ihaven'tevenspokentoanyofmy

friendsorfamilyandIdecidedtokeepitlike

that.

WegettothethehotelandIdigin.

Khwezi:wehavetotalk.

Me:about?



Khwezi:keepanopenmind.

Iwasstartingtogetnervous.He'sneverbeen

thisserious.

Khwezi:I'vebeenthinking,sincewe'llprobably

begettingmarriedsoonandbabyIdon'twant

anythingtostopthat.SoIwasthinkingmaybe

weshouldstartusingprotection.Andatleast

startplanningafamilyafterwards.

Me:ok.

Khwezi:IhopeI'mnotoffendedyouinanyway.

Me:noIunderstand.PlusIalsowouldn'twant

anotherbabysosoon.

Heknowsmyfertilitycalendarsothisweekend

won'tbeaproblem.

WekissandaftereatingmywingsIgotakea

nap.

.

SoMondayafternoonweleaveCapeTown.Its



toosoonbutithadtohappen.WearriveinEast

LondonfewhourslaterandAndaisthereto

fetchus.Igofetchmydaughterfirst.Imissed

her.

Enzo:mommyawumhle.

Anda:she'ssocute.

Me:enkosi.

Khwezi:shouldIdropyouoff?

Me:yesplease.

I'mveryjealousbuttodayIwasabittoomuch.

HewasgoingonandonwithAndaandthat

irritatedme.Theydroppedmeoffatmyplace

andIjustwalkedout.

Khwezi:andnow?

Me:nothing.I'mjusttired.

HehasaconcernedlookbutIjustignorehim.

Takemybagsandwalkin.MycarisbacksoI'm

glad.I'mseriouslynotinthemood.



Me:I'mhome.

LiboandAmandaarehome.

Amanda:wowyou'reglowing.Njengeweekend.

Me:that'snottrue.

Libo:youactuallyare.Uyiupcomingyellow

bone.

Ijustsmile.

Libo:futhiweneedtotalk.

Me:about?

Libo:yourfriend.

Amanda:wenanamantombazana.

Me:Iknow.

Iwalkupstairs.Iamsupertired....
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AftermynapIwalkdownstairsandIamfeeling

good



Everythingseemstobegoingperfectly.Itafter

5andIhavesomanymissedcallsfromKhwezi

andIwon'treturnhiscalls.AsIwalkoutmy

ohoneringsanditsZimkitha.

Me:hey

Zim:Iheardabouttheengagement,

congratulations

.

Me:thankyou.

Zim:sowhenarewegoingouttocelebrate?

Me:I'vegotnoidea.IhaveanewjobsoIwant

tosettleinfirst.

Zim:ohthat'sokmylove.We'llgladlythrowyou

agreatBacheloretteparty.

Igiggle.

Me:I'dbeglad.

Zim:I'llseeyousoonthen.

Me:okbye.



Iwalkdownstairsandfindthewholefamilyin

thelounge.

Me:hellofamily.

Dad:someoneisinagoodmood.

Me:Iam.

IsitinbetweenAmandaandLibo.

Nathan:sohowwasCapeTown?

Me:itwasgreatthanks.

MyphoneringsanditsKhwezisoIignoreit.I

justhateitwhenhe'supinmyfaceallthetime.

Ineedtobreathetoo.

Amanda:hayiMbali.Whenwereyougoingto

tellus?

Me:about?

Amanda:theengagement.

Shetookmyhandandadmiredthering.

Libo:wowuKhweziuyashesha.



Dad:I'mgladhe'sdoingtherightthing.

Me:yeahmetoo.

LibostartsinterrogatingmeaboutBuhle.I

wouldneverhurtmyfriendlikethat.Liboisbad

news.

ButIwon'tbeacockblokersoIgavehimher

numbersandhedidwhathedoesbest.They

havealittlethinggoingon.It'snota

relationshipyet,justflirtinghereandtherebut

thatdoesn'tstopLibofrombringingingirls.

.

SoIstartedworkingforKhwezi.Igototheclub

3timesaweekandIspendtherestofmyweek

athome.We'vebeendistant.Weirdright?We

talkbutit'snotlikebeforeormaybeI'mjust

beinganuisanceandIwanthimalltomyself?

Allwetalkaboutiswork,theweddingand

lobola.Thereisnous.Idon'twanttoseemlike

thenagginggirlfriend/



fiancéesoIlethimbe.Soit'smidAugustandI

haven'tbeenfeelingwell,mymoodsstarted

changing,myeatinghabitsaren'tthesame,I've

gainedsomuchweight.IguessitsbecauseI'm

happywheremylifeisatthemoment.ButI

didn'twanttoletitslidesoIwenttothedoctor

andjustasIexpected,I'm7weekspregnant.

That'salmost2monthsandIknewnothing

aboutit.ThesymptomsweretherebutIchose

toignorethem.Icouldn'ttellKhwezibecause

hemadeitclearhedidn'twantababyyet,soI

wasn'tgoingtobotherhimoranyoneforthat

matter.

Sinceitsafter12Idecidenottogotowork,it's

alreadylateplusI'mnotok.SoIcallLibo.

Libo:babysis.

Me:uhmLibocouldyoupleasefetchEnzofor

me.

Libo:now?

Me:nolater,I'mnotfeelingwellsoI'llliedowna



bit.

Libo:doyouwantmetobringyouanything?

Me:noI'mok.

Libo:ok.

HesoundedlikehewasworriedbutIwasn't

goingtotellanyone.IdrivehomeandI'mtears,

maybeit'sthehormones.Igethomeand

immediatelywalktomybedroomandIlock.I

lookmyselfinthemirrorandIfeelmiserable.

I'mcarryingababyandit'sfatherwon'tknow

aboutitandtheworstpartisthedoctortoldme

Iwouldprobablyhavecomplicationsbecause

ofthetreatmentIgot.

Ilookatmystomachandnothingisvisibleyet

butInolongerhavemyflatstomach.

Itakeanap.Myphonerings,Ianswerwithout

lookingatthecallerID.

Me:hello.

Caller:Mbali.



It'sKhwezi,Isuddenlyfeelguilty.

Me:mhh.

Khwezi:whyweren'tyouatwork?

Me:Iwasbusy.

Khwezi:youshouldhavecalled.

Me:I'msorry.

Khwezi:pleasedon'tuseourrelationshipto

youradvantage.

Me:whatrelationshipKhwezi?Ubonai

relationshipwena?

Khwezi:whatdoyoumean?

Me:Imeanexactlythat.Youcangivemea

warninglikeallyourotheremployees.

Ihangupbeforehecontinues.Iamjustangry

ateverythingandeveryone.HowamIgoingto

explainthistomyparents.

Ihavetoactnormalsonoonesuspects

anythingsoIcallZim.She'sbeenwantingtogo



outforawhilenowplusit'sFriday.

Zim:whatalovelysurprise.

Me:Iknow.Ineedgoodcompany.

Zim:siyaphi?

Me:Idon'tknow.I'llcallmyotherfriendsand

ask.

Zim:sure.

IhangupandcallSiba,shealwayshasplans,

shetellsmeaboutachillseshLuzukois

hosting.AndforthefirsttimeIdon'tmind.I'm

evensurprisedthey'restilltogether.

.

LaterthatnightIdriveofftoLuzuko'splace.

Zimisalreadythere.Buhleissomewherewith

Libo.

Siba:wenawonkeuphume?

Me:Ijustneededtobreathe

Zim:areyouandKhweziokay?



Me:yeah.

Zim:ok.

TheydrinktheirshotsandciderwhileIjust

drinkgrapejuice.

Siba:youandjuice?

Me:I'mdrivingremember?

Zim:aciderwon'tanyharm.

Me:Idon'twanttogettipsy.

Theylookatmethenfinallyletmedrinkmy

juicewhiletheygetdrunk...
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Mynighthastocometoanendquickly.

Siba:it'snotevenmidnightyet.

Me:I'mtiredplusIhavetotakeEnzoout

tomorrow.

Zim:I'llleavewithyouthen.



Siba:anisadiki.

Me:saysthegirlwho'sgoingtosleephere.

ShegigglesandbothZimandIwalkout.We

hugandahegoestohercarandIgotomine.I

wanttodrivetoKhwezibutwearenotingood

termsplusIdon'twanttoshowup

unannouncedatthistime.It'snearly11,

uzocingantoningam.SoIdrivehomeaslateas

itis,hopingIgettheresafe.Igethomeand

parkmycar.Idecidetowalkinthroughthe

lounge.LiboandBuhlearecuddlingwatching

movies.

Me:molweni.

Buhle:Icametoseeyou,wherehaveyoubeen?

Igiggle.

Me:lieslies.Enjoyyourselves,I'mofftobed.

Iwalktobedandmybabyisnotthere,she's

probablywithNathanormyparents.Ichangeto

mypjsanddozeoffimmediately.



ThenextmorningIwakeupat7,Ihavetotake

Enzooutbecausethenextisherbirthday.AndI

can'treallytakeheroutonaSunday.Ican't

believeshe'sturning3already.Itakeashower

andwearmygown.Shewalksinrushing.

Enzo:ohmommyyou'reback.

Me:yesmylove.

Enzo:sizoyaemall?

Me:ewebutbreakfastfirst.

Enzo:IhadcerealwithuncleNathan.

Me:okI'llrunabathforyouvha?

ShenodsandIgorunabathforher.Ileaveher

inthebathroomwhileIlotionmyself.Ilookat

tummyandrubitabit.

Me:heybaby,Ihopeyou'reokay.Justhangin

there,everythingwillbefinesoonjustyou

watch.

Someoneckearstheirthroatandit'sonlythen



thatIrealizethedoorwasopen.Ilookoverand

itsNathan.

Nathan:amIdisturbing?

Me:no.

Nathan:areyoupregnant?

Me:pleasepromisenottotellanyone.

Henarrowedhiseyebrows.

Nathan:whyisitasecret?

Me:Iamscared.KhweziandIaren'tingood

terms,andhemadeitclearhedoesn'twanta

babyjustyet.Youknowhowyourdadis.

Nathan:howlongareplanningonkeepingita

secret?

Isitdownandhecomestositnexttome.

Me:Idon'tknowNathanI'mjustscaredokay?

Nathan:IthinkyoushouldtellKhwezi.Hehas

everyrighttoknow.Andasfordadhe'llhaveto

dealwithit,you'reoldenoughnow.



Inod.

Nathan:anddon'tworryIwon'ttellanyone.

Heholdsmeandkissesmyforehead.Ireally

neededthis,someonetoreassuremethat

everythingwouldbefine.

HeleavesandIgocheckonEnzoandsheis

enjoyingherself.Ihelpbathherthenweget

dressedindenimandwhiteandweheaddown

tobreakfast.Shehasayogurtsinceshealready

ateandIhaveafullEnglishbreakfast.I'mnot

fullbutIwon'thaveanymore,Idon'twant

anyonebeingsuspicious.EnzoandIleaveat11

andweheadtoHemingways.It'sjustthetwoof

usandIfeelcomplete.Khwezihasn'teventried

tocontactmesinceFridayafternoon.

Wefirstgoshoppingforthebothofusthenwe

gowatchamovie.IthastobecartoonsandI

enjoyit.AfterthemoviesweheadtoWimpyfor

lunch.

Enzo:mama,utatauzanini?



Me:ngomso.Afterchurch.

Enzo:yey.UphiuKhwezi?

Thathitsanerve.

Me:usendliniyakhe.He'sbusywithwork.

Shenodsanddrinkshermilkshake.Ipaythebill

andweheadtoourlaststop,ElectricAvenue.

ShespendstherestofherdaythereandIjust

watchherenjoyherself.

Wedrivehomeat5andI'mcravingcarrotcake

soIdrivetoWoolworthsandbuymyselfcake

thenweheadhome.Thewholefamilyishome

whichisweird.It'saSaturdayafterall.

Me:molweni.

TheygreetbackandIwalkupstairswithafork.

Enzostaysdownstairswiththefamily.Ilockmy

bedroomdooranddigin.

Myphoneringsandit'sSiya.

Me:hello.



Siya:hey.Unjani?

Me:I'mgoodyou?

Siya:great.UhwhencanIfetchEnzo?

Me:I'llbringherafterchurch.

Siya:ahI'mnotsuremywifewillacceptthat.

Me:soIcan'tbringheroverbutyoucanfetch

her.YourwifeneedstoknowI'mEnzo'smother

andwhenevershe'sinvolvedI'llpopup.I'llbring

Enzooverandyoucanbringherback.I'msure

youknowthewaybynow.

Siya:yeah.

Me:goodthen.

Ihangupandcarryoneatingmycake.Ittastes

betterthanalltheothertimes.

Iunlockthedoorthengothrowawaythe

plasticsandIjointhefamilyinthelounge.We

havesupperandIhelptowashthedishes.

.



ThenextmorningIwakeupandbothEnzoandI

gotakeabath.Isingforherandshejust

blushes.Shewearsherblackjeanswithpumps

andawhitetopanddenimjacket.

Iwearaflowydress,Idon'twantanythingtight,

mytummymightshow.

WegodownstairsforbreakfastandIstart

feelingnauseous.IfeedEnzothenIjustpour

muesli,I'lleatitwhenIgettochurch.Wedrive

tochurchandwe'reearly.Myphoneringswhile

I'mstilldrivingandit'sKhwezi.Iamsoshocked.

Me:hello.UhmI'mdriving.

Khwezi:isEnzowithyou?

Me:ewe.

Khwezi:pleasegiveherthephone.

Idoastoldandwatchmydaughtergiggleand

blushtilltheendofthephonecall.Wearriveat

churchandIstarttoeatinthecarthenwhen

churchisabouttostartwemovein.Asalways



churchisgreat.Ihavesomuchfunandnearly

forgetaboutmyproblems.AfterchurchIdecide

IneedtogoseeKhweziandwediscusswhatis

happeningbetweenus,thesuddendrift.Inever

forcedhimtopropose.

IdrivetoSiya'splaceandhiswifeisatthedoor

beforeIevenpark.Irememberviewingtbis

houseandbeingtolditwouldbe"ours"buthe

knewexactlywhathewasdoing.I'mnot

complainingthough.EnzoandIwalktothe

doorandsheislookingatmewithavery

disgustedlook.Idon'tevencareonebit.

Me:moloLelethu.

Shefakesasmile.

Lelethu:Mbali.

Me:isSiyahome?

Iwouldneverleavemydaughterwithher.

Lelethu:yes.

Heappearsfrombehindher.



Siya:ohheyMbali.

Me:hey.

IsquatdowntoEnzoandhugher.

Me:mommylovesyouvha.I'llseeyoulater.

Enzo:loveyoutoo.

ShekissesmeandIgetupandwalktomycar

anddrivetoKhwezi'splace.Iusemyremoteto

openthegatethenIparkandIdecidetoknock.

Itwouldberudeformetojustbargeinafter

suchalongtime.

Iknockandstandbythedoorforsometime,a

girlopens,dressedinhisshirt.Andimmediately

myheartbreaksintoamillionpieces,myknees

getweak.

Girl:canIhelpyou?

Shehasanattitudefordays.AndImakea

promisethatIwon'tbreakdowninfrontofher.

Me:isKhwezihome?



Girl:Khwezi!!Baby!!

HeappearsstillgettingdressedandIknowI

disturbedsomething.

Helooksshockedtoseeme.Iamfrozen,Idon't

knowwhyI'mevenstillstandinghere.

Khwezi:uhbabyIamsosorry.Icanexplain,it's

notwhatitlookslike.

Girl:Khweziuthini?

Khwezi:pleasejustgetyourstuffandleave.

Thegirljuststandsthere.

Khwezi:now!!

ShemovesandKhwezipullsmeinside.Ican't

eventhink.Idon'tknowwhattodo.Hesitsme

intheloungethendisappearsandcomesback

withthisgirlandshehasaweekenderbag,and

thatcouldonlymeanshe'sbeenherethewhole

weekend.Hewalksheroutandcomesbackto

meandit'sonlythenthattearsjustfloodmy

eyes.Theyflowlikeariver.



Khwezi:MbaliIamsosorry.Iwasn'tthinking

straight.

Me:pleasetakemehome.

Icouldn'tdriveinthisstate.

Khwezi:canIexplain?

Me:Khwezipleasejusttakemehome.Please.

Hegoesupstairsandcomesbackandhedrives

whileIsitattheback.AnthonyHamilton-Pray

forme,isplayingontheradio.Itmaybeoneof

myfavouritesongsbuttodayitirritatesme.

TheminuteitendsIdecidetostopcrying.He

stopsafewhousesawayfrommine.

Me:KhweziIthinkwemovedtofast,Idon't

thinkwe'rereadytosettledown.Wehaven'thad

aproperconversationin2weeks.Idon'twant

toforcematterssolet'sjusttakeabreakfrom

eachother.

Itrytotakeoffhisringbutheholdsmyhand.



Khwezi:don't.We'resupposedtobefixingthis

andnottakingbreaks.Myfamilywillbe

meetingwithyourfamilysoon.Whatwillyou

tellthem.

Me:thatyoucheated.

Khwezi:itwasanaccident.Mbaliyoukept

pushingmeaway.Youhaveyourmoodswings

whatwasIsupposedtodo?

Me:youweresupposedtotalktomeKhwezi

butyoucouldn'twaittoplayMrPantydropper.

Khwezi:I'msorrybabeandIpromiseyouit

won'thappenagain.

Me:andhowwillIknowthat?

Khwezi:bylearningtotrustmeagain.

Me:Idon'tknowKhwezi.

It'sawkwardlyquietsoIgetoutandwalkhome.

He'llbringmycarwheneverhefeelslikeit.I

needtobealone...
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2weeksgobyandKhweziagreedtogiveme

spaceafteralotofconvincing.IloveKhwezi

witheverythinginmebtIneededtimetoheal.I

can'tbehurtingmyselflikethisandIneededto

thinkaboutmybaby.Iwasstartingtoshowand

itwasscary.Iwasn'treadytotellanyone.I

knowKhwezihadeveryrighttoknowbutI

wantedustobeinagoodspacebeforeItell

him.Ididn'twantittoseemlikeI'musingthe

babyasatooltogetbacktogetherwithhim.

Soit'saMondayandI'mworkingfromtheclub.

It'sSeptemberandit'sstartingtogetwarmbutI

havetowearsomethingthatcoversup.Oneof

thebuyersentersmyoffice.Apparentlyhe's

beenaloyalcustomersincethebeginning.

Me:Vuyo!



Vuyo:Bossladyhowareyou?

Ifrown.Ihateitwhenhecallsmethat.

Me:it'sMonday,don't.

Hechuckles.

Vuyo:Ijustcametoseehowyou'redoing.

Me:IknowKhwezisentyou.

Vuyo:Icameforamorningbang,whywouldI

gopastKhwezi?

Me:Iknowyouwouldneverjustcheckonme.

Vuyo:wellIjustdid.

Me:great.

Hechucklesthenshakeshisheadandwalks

away.Isuddenlyfeelabitlight.Ineverfeel

comfortablearoundthebuyers,Imeanwhy

wouldsomeonepaysomuchmoneyjustto

havesex.ButwhoamItojudge,myboyfriend

ownstheplaceandwhoknowswhatwasgoing

throughhisheadwhenhethoughtoftheidea.



Icarryonworking,countingtheweekendsprofit

andasalwaysthere'sagreatincrease.

It'slunchandI'mmeetingwithSiba.Imissmy

bestfriendpluswe'vebeendistantlatelywell

onlybecauseIdon'twantherfindingoutabout

thepregnancybuttodayIdecidetocomeclean.

IdrivetoVincent,we'llbemeetingatMilkyLane.

Ifeellikelotsoficecream.Shearrivesafew

minutesafterme.

Siba:whatstheoccasion?

Igetuptohugher.ShewasthefirstpersonI

toldaboutmyfirstpregnancy.

Me:it'sspringandicecreamwoulddousgood.

Siba:mhh.

Shesitsdownandbothhaveicecreamthen

afterwe'dgotoSteers.

Me:Imissedyou.

Siba:I'mworriedaboutyouMbali.Sincethis

wholebreakwithyouandKhweziyou'vebeen



distant,alwaysatworkorathome.You'venever

beenlikethatwhenitcomestoguys.

Me:it'swaybeyondthat.Imisshimsomuch.I

feellikeI'mfallingapartwithouthim.

Siba:thentalktohim,Khwezihasbeenwaiting

foryouforawhilenow.

Me:it'snoteasySiba.

Siba:whatissohard?Youbothloveeachother

andyouarestillhisfiancée.

Me:okSibapleasedon'tjudgeme.

Siba:haveIeverjudgedyoubefore?

Me:ok.UhI'mpregnant.

Sheisnotshocked.

Me:okIwasn'texpectingyourreaction.

Siba:Iknew.Istayedwithyoufor4years.I've

beenyourbestfriendfor6.Iknoweverything

aboutyouMbali.Inoticedfromthedayyoutold

meyouwon'tdrink.



Me:ok.SoyouandNathanaretheonlypeople

thatknow.I'mscaredtotellKhwezi.

Siba:howfarareyou?

Me:nearly3months.11weeks.

Siba:youcankeepasecret.You'reprobably

showing.

Me:Iam.

Siba:callKhwezi.Meetupwithhimandtellhim.

Me:nextweek.

Shelooksatmeandgrabsmyphonethengives

itback,andshesentKhweziamessagetelling

himI'llseehimlaterathisplace.

IjustlookedatherandIhadnowords.Wewent

toSteers,sheorderedaburger.Iwasjustgoing

tohavecheesychips.Isuddenlygotemotional

whenIrememberedthatKhweziintroducedme

tothose.We'dfightoverthemeveninpublic

andwe'denduplaughingourlungsout.



Iwentbacktoworkandcontinue.Mondaysare

adrag.IfetchEnzofromschoolthendropher

offandhomeanddrivebacksinceI'mgoingto

Khwezi.Iamsonervous,justimaginebeing

rejectedwithababyontheway.Ihoot,Iforgot

mykeysathome.Thegateopensandthe

minuteIdriveinthedooropen.Igetoutand

walkuptohimandhehugsme.Isuddenlyget

emotional,andhepullsmeinside.

Khwezi:Imissedyou.

Me:Imissedyoutoo.

Khwezi:Butareyouwillingtogiveusanother

chance?

Me:IneverleftyouKhwezi,Ijustneededto

thinkaboutwhatyoudid.

Khwezi:IknowwhatIdidandIregretitevery

day.

Me:you'reluckyInevertoldmydad.You'dbe

dead.



Hechucklesthenhe'ssuddenlyseriousagain.

Khwezi:yousaiditsimportant.

Me:itis.UhmKhweziIwanttobewithyou

againbutpleasepromisenottohurtmelike

that.Atleastnotintentionally.

Khwezi:Ipromisemylove.

Hekissesmyhandandmystomachisknots.I

amsoscared.

Me:andthere'smore.

Hehasaconcernedlook.

Me:Iknowyousaidyoudon'twantababyuntil

we'remarriedandthatwillhappen.

Khwezi:what'sthematter?

Me:uhmI'mpregnant.

Heissoshockedthathelet'sgoofmyhandand

Ifeeltearsbuildup.Iclosemyeyesandwaitfor

hisnextmove.

Me:ItwasanaccidentKhweziIamsosorryI



knowyouaren'tready..

Khwezi:don't,don'tcallmybabyanaccident.

Iletoutasighofreliefandopenmyeyesand

tearsjustflow.

Khwezi:howlonghaveyouknown?

Me:about3to4weeksnow.Iamsorryfornot

tellingyou.Iwasscaredofyourreactionsince

yousaidyoudon'twant....

Heputshisindexfingeronmylips.

Khwezi:shh.BabyIunderstand.Iwouldhave

alsobeenscaredbutithappenedandwecan't

doanythingaboutit.Wehaveababyonthe

way.Ican'tbelieveI'mgoingtobeafather.How

farareyou?

Me:11weeks.Ithappenedbeforemy

miscarriage.ThedoctorsaidIwasprobably

carryingtwinsortherewasn'tamiscarriageat

all.

Hejustsmilesandliftsupmytop.



Khwezi:Ican'tbelieveInevernoticed.You're

alreadyshowing.Iknowhe/shewasn'tpartof

ourplansjustyetbutIdon'twantyoutoregret

it.Iwillmakesureyouhavethebestpregnancy

ever.

Ismileandtearsjustescape.Iwasjustthinking

ofmyfirstpregnancyandhowIwassucha

messwhenItoldSiyabecauseheimmediately

saidhewantstoendthingsandfocusin

himselfandnowthatthingsaredifferentIam

sohappy.TearsaretheonlywayIcanexpress

hkwhappyIam...
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I'llbewritinginpasttensefromnowonsinceI

gotalotofrequests..

.

ItwasgettinglateandIwasstillatKhwezi's

place.



Khwezi:soyou'retellingmenooneknows?

Me:nopejustyou,NathanandSiba.

Khwezi:wow.

Wewatchedhisfavouriteseriesthenhetook

mehome.Itwasnearly7.

Khwezi:whenarewetellingourparents?

Me:andazi.I'mscaredofmydad.

Khwezi:I'lldealwithhim.Plusduringthe

weekendmyfamilyisgoingtomeetyourfamily.

We'llprobablypyeverythingthen.

Me:Ineedtotellbothmyparentsbeforethe

weekendthen.Mymomisgoingtofreakout.

Khwezi:we'regettingmarriedthough.

Me:Iknow.

Ileanedinforakissthenhelaughed.

Khwezi:sewudikiwe?

Me:noIjustneedtorushbackinI'mgoingto



worktomorrow.

Khwezi:I'llcomepickyouupat7.

Inoddedthenhesmiledandkissedmeagain.I

gotoutofthecarandhewatchedmewalkin

thehouse.Thewholefamilywasinthelounge

soIgreeted.

Dad:andwherehaveyoubeen?

Me:Iwentout.

Amanda:comeonRaymondshe'soldenough.

Me:I'msorry.

Ididn'tevenhavetheenergytofighthim.I

walkedawayandmybabyfollowedme.

Enzo:mamaImissedyou.

Me:Imissedyoutooprincess.

Enzo:Imisskhulutoo.

Ihadn'tseenmymominages.Thelasttimewe

sawherwasinJulyandnowitwasSeptember.

Wespoke3timesaweekandI'dprobablysee



herSaturdayduringthenegotiations.

Me:sizombonaFriday.

Shesmiled.

Shewastheonlythingthatmadesenseinmy

lifeatthemoment.

Idecidedtocallmymomnow.Shehadtotell

myunclesintime.ShespoketoEnzofirstthen

shespoketome.

Mom:mybaby.

Me:heyunjani?

Mom:perfectmylovewena?

Me:I'mgood.

Mom:youdon'tsoundgood.

Me:ewemamaIneedtotellyousomething.

Mom:itsoundsserious.Utheni?

Me:uhI'mpregnant.

Shewentquietforsometime.



Me:mama!

Mom:Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Me:everythingwillbefine.

Mom:sizothethaFriday.

Me:ok.Bye.

ShehungupandIknewshewashurt.Any

parentwouldbe.Mymomneverraisedmelike

thatandthatiswhyshewasactingthatway.

Andnowthebigproblemwasmydad.Mydad

hasbeencontrollingfromthego.He'sprobably

usedtocontrollingNathanandLibobutIam

notthem.Iamveryscaredofhimbecauseof

thethingsI'veheardabouthim.

IwentdownforsupperthenIwentstraightto

bed.Iwastired.Ihadaverylongday.

.

ThenextmorningIwokeEnzoupandwewent

totakeabathtogether.Wegotdressedthen



walkeddownstairsforbreakfast.

Thewholefamilywasalreadythere.I'malways

thelastonetogetthere.

Me:morningfamily.

Libo:someoneisinagoodmood.

Me:it'sTuesday.

Isatdownandhadasalad.I'dhavereal

breakfastattheoffice.

Me:uhmdadweneedtotalk.I'llseeyouduring

lunch.

Dad:concerning?

Me:stuff.

Dad:ok.

MyphonebeepedanditwasKhwezi.Igotup.

Me:seeyoulater.

IleftwithEnzoandwewalkedtothecar.

Khwezi:myEnzo.



Sheblushed.

Enzo:goodmorning.

Me:mna?

Khwezi:you'resojealous.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wekissedandhedroveoff.WedroppedEnzo

firstthenIwenttohavebreakfastatMcD's.I

wasstarving.Mycarwasdeliveredafew

minuteslaterbyoneofKhwezi'sguys.Idrove

toworkandgotstartedimmediately.Thetime

flewanditwasalreadytimeformylunch.I

drovetomydadsworkplace.Thiswasgoingto

bereallyhard.Iwalkedinbutthereceptionist

toldmehehadameeting.Isatandwaitedthen

afewminuteslaterhewasreadytoseeme.

Dad:andwhatbringsmydaughterhere.

Isatdownandhedidthesame.

Me:ahpleasedon'tshout.



Dad:Iwouldneverdothattoyoumyangel.

Me:uhmI'mpregnant.

Hejustlookedatmeblankly.

Dad:Mbaliwhyareyoudoingthistoyourself?

Me:itwasn'tplanned.

Dad:youjusthadamiscarriagenotsolongago.

Me:thedoctorsaidIwasprobablycarrying

twinsatthetimeortherewasnevera

miscarriage.

Dad:that'shectic.

Me:yeah.

Dad:that'swhyyou'vebeenactingstrange.God

Mbaliyou'remakingmefeelold.

Hehadasmile.

Me:I'msorry.

Dad:Khweziisreallyluckytohaveyou,doeshe

knowthat?



Me:Ithinkhedoes.

Dad:he'salreadytakingyouawayfromme.

Me:I'llvisitoften.You'llseemeallthetime.

Dad:Ihopeso.

Iwassosurprisedthathewasfriendlyandcool

aboutthewholeissue.It'ssonotlikehim.

.

OnFridayIdrovetoQueenstownwithmydad

andbrothers.Amandasaidshewouldn'tbeable

tomakeitandIunderstood.MymomandI

nevergotthechancetospeak,Iwasn'tfeeling

wellandSibaandBuhleweretheretonurseme.

AlthoughBuhlewasalwaysbusywithLibo.On

Saturdaythenegotiationstookplaceand

everythingwentwell.Iwassoexcitedbut

nervousatthesametime.Startinganewhome

andfamilyisscaryespeciallywhenIknowthe

motherinlawmightbepretendingtolikeme.

AfterthenegotiationsIwenttoKhwezi'scar.I



hadbroughthimfood.Therestofhisfamily

wasinsidewithmine.

Khwezi:Icouldgetusedtothis.

Me:whatever.

Khwezi:I'msogladthisisover.

Me:howmuchdidyoupay?

Khwezi:hayi.Youcanaskyourfamily.

Me:uyadikashame.

Hesmiled.

Wewerebothquietanditwasawkward.

Khwezi:marryme.

Me:Iammarryingyouandtraditionallyweare

married.

Khwezi:onMonday.Wecangotocourtandget

marriedthenwe'llhaveabigweddingwhenthe

babyisborn.

Thiswassohuge.I'mnktscaredof



commitmentbutthisismakingapromise

beforeimportantpeopleandIwasscared.This

wastoosoon..
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HewaswaitingforaresponseandIdidn'tknow

howtooutitwithouthurtinghim.

Me:babyyouknowIloveyouright?AndIwant

tospendtherestofmylifewithyoubutIthink

we'rerushingthings.It'sonlybeen6months.

Khwezi:it'sfinethen.I'llwaittillnextyear.

Me:awuqumbanganeh?

Isaidthatpouting.

Khwezi:nomylove.Iunderstand.

Iwatchedhimeatthentookhisplateand

walkedinside.

Siba:youguysaresocutekodwa.

Me:thankyou.



Buhle:we'releavingtomorrowright?

Me:uhhowaboutyougobackwithmydadand

mybrothers?I'mthinkingofleavingonMonday.

Buhlesmiled.

Me:mydadbiteskesisi.

Theylaughed.Mydadwalkedinandkissedmy

cheeck.

Dad:mybaby.

Ismiled.

Dad:everythingwentwell.

Me:momtoldme.

Dad:we'llbeleavingsoon.

Me:ohtatacanyouleavewithmyfriends.I'm

sureLibowon'tminddroppingthemoff.

Dad:it'sfinemylove.How'smygrandchild

treatingyou?

Me:I'mokbuttired.



Enzowalkedin.She'sbeenplayingwiththe

otherkidsoutside.

Me:hababy.Youhaven'teatenthewholeday.

Iyakukhulundiyeza.

Enzo:Khweziuthiiza.

Me:ndiyezangoku.

Sheranout.

Me:uhdadI'llseeyouonMondaythen.

IhuggedhimthenwalkedtowhereKhweziwas

parked.HewascarryingEnzo.

Me:youcalledforme?

Khwezi:I'mleavingsoIneededtoseeyouand

Enzo.

Me:can'tyoubookaBnBandleavewithuson

Monday?

Khwezi:isthishowthingsaregoingtobefor

thenext6months?

Me:Ithinkso.



Helaughed.

Khwezi:I'lldecidewhenIgettotown.

Me:sufunandikulahleke.

Enzo:hamama!

Khwezi:mnqandenyanibaby.

Ihithimplayfully.

Khwezi:unodlame.

Ijustsmiledandhepulledmeinwithhisfree

handandkissedme.Iimmediatelypulledaway.

Enzo:ndiyotya.

Shejumpedoffandranaway.Wespokefor

about5minutesbeforetheyhadtoleaveand

hecouldn'tspendtheweekend.

Ispenttherestoftheweekendwithmymom

andEnzo.Itwasthebestweekendever.My

momwasabitcalmaboutthiswhole

pregnancything.

.



Soit'sMondayandIhadreturnedtoEast

London.Itookashowerataround5andgot

dressedinamaroonknitteddressandheels.It

wasjustforafewhourssoIdidn'tmind.We

weregoingtohavedinneratKhwezi'splace.

Hisparentsinvitedme.Ididn'twanttotake

EnzowithmebecauseIfeltitwasabit

inappropriate.

SoKhwezicametofetchmeandwedroveto

hisplace.

Khwezi:Ican'tbelieveyourbumpisshowing.

Me:don'tremindme.

WearrivedandChumacametoopen.

Chuma:finallyyouguysarrive.

Wewalkedinandwenttothediningareasince

thefamilywasalreadythere.Wegreetedthen

satdown.

K'dad:sohowisthepregnancytreatingyouso

far?



Me:it'sok,noproblemsyet.

K'mom:it'snotherfirstpregnancysoshe'll

manage.

Khwezi:don't.

K'mom:youcanserveyourselves.

KhwezihelpedmebutIaskedhimtodishup

saladsonly.Thiswomankeptgivingmecold

looks.Icouldn'teatwhensomeonekept

lookingatmelikethat.

Chuma:Ican'tbelieveI'mgoingtobeanaunt.I

can'twaittospoilhim/herrottenandtakeso

manypictures.

Ismiled.

K'mom:Ihopeit'sreallyyours,wedon'twanta

repetitionofwhathappened.

Me:I'lltakethedishestothekitchen.

Istoodupandtookalltheplatestothekitchen.

Mybloodwasboiling.Shewalkedinshortly



afterwards.

K'mom:ifyouthinktrappinghimwithababy

willmakehimstayloyaltoyouthenthinkagain.

IwantedtostrangleherbutIhadmorals.

Me:atleastIhavesomethingthatbelongsto

himwhatdoyouhave?

K'mom:I'mhismotherhewillcomerunningto

mewheneverthingsgowrong.

Me:I'msureyouwon'tsatisfyhisneedsnow

willyou?I'mthegirlthatscreamshisnameand

makeshimgocrazy.ThisbabyisevidentthatI

wassogoodhecouldn'tpullout.Sowhodo

youthinkhe'llsidewith?Themotherofhischild

orhismother?

Ifakeasmilethenwalkout.

Khwezi:areyouokay?

Me:yesmylove.

Ibendoverthenkisshischeek.



Chuma:youguysaresocute.

Khwezi:sizigoals?Iknow.

Welaughed.Hismotherwalkedbackinandwe

keftbecauseitwasgettinglate.

Me:I'mhungry.

Khwezi:butyoujusthaddinner.

Me:Ionlyhadsalads.Yeka.I'msurethereare

leftoversathome.

Khwezi:nyani?

Me:ewe.

Hedrivesmehomeandtheroadissoempty.

NowIunderstandwhyheneverlet'smedriveat

thistime.

WestopatthetrafficlightsandthenextthingI

knowtherearegunshots.Iscreamed.Khwezi

heldme,tryingtocoverme.Hepushedme

down.Iwasalreadyintears.I'veneverbeenso

scaredinmylife...
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TheminutethegunshotsstoppedandIheard

rhecarsdriveawayIgotupandthefirstthingI

sawwasKhwezicoveredinblood.Hewas

restingpeacefullyonhisseatwithhisheadlaid

back.

Me:Khwezi!!

Ishookhimandhegroaned.Istartedcrying

becauseIcouldseehewasslowlylosinghis

life.Isearchedformyphoneandcalledan

ambulanceandIcalledmydadcrying.Hetold

metohangon.

Afterafewminutestheambulancearrivedand

mydadstoo.Hewaswithmybrothers.The

paramedicstookhimandIgotinwithhim.

Iwasslowlylosingmybreath.Icouldn'tbelieve

whatjusthappened.

Theykeptpumpingoxygenforhim.



Paremadic:we'relosinghim.

Ijustwentblankandnearlylostit.Ikept

repeating"no"tillIactuallyjustdroppedtothe

floorandsomeonecatchedme.Idon't

rememberwhathappenedafterthat...

Iwokeupinahospitalbedwithanurse

examiningme.

Nurse:finally.Ishouldcallthedoctor.

Shewalkedoutandcamebackwiththedoctor.

Shesmiled.Shewassobeautiful.

Dr:finallyyou'reawake.

Ijustsmiled.

Dr:youneedtorest.Yourpressureistoohigh

andit'snotgoodforthebaby.Sopleasetrynot

tostress.

Me:I'lltry.UhmIthinkmyfiancéewasadmitted

here.Hecameinwithme.CanIseehim?

Nurse:he'sstillinER.



Inoddedtryingsohardnottostress.

Thedoctorleftandmomentslatermyfamily

walkedin.NowIknowit'saftermidnightand

theyprobablyforcedtheirwayinbecauseit's

notatimetoseeapatient.

Dad:areyouok?

Me:Iguessso.Mybloodpressureisabittoo

highthough.Iwasscared.

Libo:whatreallyhappened?

Me:theyjustcameoutofnowhereandthey

startedshooting.

Nathan:howdidyousurvive?

Me:I'dprobablybedeadbuthetookafew

bulletsformeandhepushedmeundertheseat.

Dad:thatishectic.ThisiswhyIdidn'twantto

exposeyouintothislife.Youareboundto

bumpintostufflikethatfromtimetotimeso

youbetterbeprepared.Doyoubyanychance

seewhoitwas?



Ishookmyhead.TheminuteIheardgunshotsI

justwentblank.

Dad:Iwon'tcallyourmomjustyet.Idon'twant

tostressheroutatthistime.

Inodded.IneededtorestsoIaskedthemto

leaveandIslept.Iwastired,scaredandcold.

Icouldhavediedorbeeninaseriouslycritical

conditionifhedidn'ttrytoprotectme.

.

IwokeupanditwasmorningIcalledthenurse

andaskedtogoseeKhwezi.Hewasinacoma

apparentlytheyshothim5times.Thenurse

toldmehisfamilywasheresoI'dhavetowait.

TobehonestIwasn'tinthemoodtosee

anyone.Ididn'twanttoseehismotherortobe

interrogatedaboutwhathappened.

Chumawalkedinandshejustsmiled.Shewas

adarling.

Chuma:areyouokay?



Me:I'mtrying.

Chuma:Khweziwouldn'tliketoseeyoulikethis.

Me:Iknow.I'mtryingsohardtobestrong,at

leastforthebaby.

Chuma:keepatit.Idon'twanttolosemyniece

ornephew.Haveyouseenhim?

Ishookmyhead.Andshesniffed.Isatup

straight.

Me:comehere.

Ihuggedhersotight.

Me:Ibelievehe'sgoingtomakeitoutalive.

WhenIsawhimlastnightIhadlostallhopebut

whentheytoldmehewasinacomaIgot

relieved.

Chuma:Mbaliyouknowwhathurtsthemost?

Thatmymomissoselfishthatallherselfish

waysleadtothis.

Iwassoconfused.Iwantedtoknowwhatshe



wastalkingabout.

Me:meaning?

Shepulledawayandwipedhertearsandlooked

atme.

Chuma:momhiredpeopletokillyou.They

probablythoughtyouweredrivinghomealone...

Iimmediatelyzonedout.Whydoesthiswoman

hatemesomuch.Andnowherhateforme

nearlycostmeKhwezi'slife.Whatmother

woulddothat.ShewasgoingtohurtKhwezi

anyway.

Tearsjustescapedmyeyeswithnowarning

sign.

Chuma:IamsosorryMbali.Iamsorry.

Me:howdidyouknowshewasdoingthis?

Chuma:theminuteyourdadcalledshestarted

freakingoutandsheconfessed.She'sathome

packing.



Isniffed,wipingmytears.Ineededtostop

crying.

Thenursewalkedin.

Nurse:youcangoseehim.

Igotupandwalkedtohisroom.Hehadso

manymachinesandpipesaroundhim.Iwasin

tearstheminuteIwalkedin.Iwenttositnextto

himandheldhishand.Helookeddead.

Me:Baby.ImissyoualreadyKhwezi.Iwish

you'djustwakeupalready.Ineedyounow

morethanever.Yourbabyneedsyou.Babyyou

savedthebothofus.I'msogratefulthatyou

weretheretoprotectus.ButnowIneedyou.

You'reprobablyrestingbutIneedyoutocome

backtoussoon,ok.?

Ikissedhislipsandtheyweresocold.Ijustgot

soemotionalafterseeinghim.AndIjust

neededtobealone.
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Igottomywardandhadmylunchthenfell

asleep.Iwokeupwhensomeoneshookme.I

lookedupanditwasmydad.

Dad:howareyou?

Me:ok.

Dad:babyI'mworriedaboutyoursafetysoI

haveguardswatchingyou24/7.Idon'twant

youtofreakoutwhenyouseethem.

Me:noneed.Khwezi'smomdidthis.

Hiseyesshotout.

Me:Iknowright.Shewantedtokillme.

Dad:whywouldshedothat?

Me:sheneverlikedme.

Dad:Iswearshe'sgoingtopay.Bandilewill

havetoforgiveme.

Hewalkedoutandhenevercamebackforthe

restoftheday.



.

IwasdischargedandwhenIgothomeI

receivednewsthatmydadreallymessedup

Khwezi'smom.Isawpicturestooandshewas

bad.Afterthewholescandalhismomlefttown.

ApparentlyshewenttoPortElizabeth.Ididn't

careaslongasshewasfarfromme.

I'vebeenvisitingKhwezieveryday.Mystomach

isgrowingandnowIcanfeelthebabymove.

Khwezihasbeengoingbackandforth.One

minutehe'sclosetorecoveryandthenexthe's

goodasdead.Thatdestroyedmecompletely

butIhadtothinkaboutthebaby.Itwasfacing

complicationsalreadyandIcouldn'tlose

anotherbaby.Especiallynow,thisbabyhas

beenmyrock.Itmademestrongereveryday.

.

Soit'snowSeptemberandit'sbeenexactly28

dayssincethewholeincidenthappened.I'm

now4monthspregnant,I'mvisiblealreadyandI



looksobeautiful.IwishedIcouldstaylikethat.

SoasalwaysIwakeupandgotowork.Ican't

letthebusinessfallonmywatch.Iworked

throughtilllunch.OnmywayoutIreceiveda

callfrommymom.

Me:mama.

Mom:mylove.Howareyou?

Me:I'mokyou?

Mom:I'mgood.Isitstillthesameresult?

Me:yes.Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore.

Mom:bestrongmylove.

Me:I'lltry.

Mom:whenwillIseeyou?

Me:Idon'tknow,we'llseemama.Youknow

thingsarestillhecticthisside.

Mom:okIunderstand.Imissyou.

Me:metoo.



WesaidourgoodbyesthenIwalktomycarand

drivetoMcDsdrivethrough.Igotabigmac

thendrovetothehospital.Iateinthecarthen

walkedintothehospital.Iwenttohisroomand

hewasstillpeacefulasalways.Isatdownnext

tohim.

Me:hey.I'mhereagain.Iwishyou'drespond.I'd

doanythingtohearyourvoice,evenifit'san

argument.

Iletoutasigh.AftersometimeIgotuptoleave.

Iheardhimgroan,Iturnedandhewasmoving

soIrushedtocallthedoctor.Iwastoldtowait

outsidesoIwaitedpatiently.Thiswasworth

thewait.

Afteranhourorsothedoctorcametome.

Dr:MrNgoma?

Me:yes.

Dr:youcangoseehim.Butdon'tupsethim.

Me:Iwon't.



Iwalkedtohisroomandhelookedlikehewas

inpain.Icouldn'tbelievemyeyeswhenIsaw

himmoveandblink.Itallfeltlikeadream.

Me:hey.

Khwezi:hi.

Iwenttositnexttohim.

Me:Imissedyou.

Henarrowedhiseyebrows.

Khwezi:whoareyou?

Myheartbrokeinstantly.MaybeI'm

overreactingbutthishurtalot.Ispentsomuch

monthswithhimandthenheforgetsme.

Me:Mbali,yourfiancée.

Khwezi:Ihaveafiancée?

IgotupandattemptedtowalkoutbybecauseI

feltheneededspace.

Me:I'mleaving.



Helaughed.

Khwezi:comeonbabyI'monlyjoking.I'dnever

forgetyouevenifItried.

HepulledmeinforahugbutIdidn'twantto

holdontootight.

Me:atleastyoustillhavehumor.

Khwezi:letmebe.

Hekissedmyforehead.

Khwezi:mybabyisgrowing.

Me:Iknow.Alreadystartedmoving.

Khwezi:Ican'tbelieveImissedthosemoments.

Me:therearestillmore.

Khwezi:I'msorryyouhadtoseethat.

Hechanged.

Me:it'snotyourfault.

Ididn'twanttobetheonetotellhimthathis

momdidthissoIkeptquiet...
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IspentsometimewithKhwezi.Ireallymissed

him.

Khwezi:comesleepnexttome.

Me:I'msobig.

Khwezi:noyouaren't.Come.

Igotupandlaynexthim.

Me:I'mgladyou'reawake.Ireallymissedyou.

AndI'mgladthatyousavedus.

Khwezi:it'smyjobtoprotectyou.

Ijustsmiled.

Khwezi:Imissedseeingyousmile.

Iblushedmore.WekepttalkingthenIfell

asleepwithhisarmsaroundme.

.

Khwezi...



Itfeltsogoodhavingherinmyarmsagain.And

seeinghercutepoutedlipswhenshe'sasleep.I

hadtomakephonecallssoItookherphone

andcalledAnda.

Anda:Koti.

Me:HeyAnda.

Hekeptquiet,hewasprobablyshocked.

Anda:andwhywasn'tItoldmybrotherisawake.

Me:it'sonlybeentwohours.

Anda:ungudiehardnyani.

Me:Iknow.Sodidyoufindwhodidthis?

Anda:somesmallmob.Idon'tknowhow

they'reconnectedtoyou.

Me:wherearethey?

Anda:theyarestillontherun.

Me:afteramonthAnda?Youcan'tbeserious.

Anda:I'mtrying.



Me:wellnothardenough.Nxx

ThenIhungup.Andawasreallytestingme.

He'sathomechilledbutheknowsthatthere

arepeopleafterme.Andtheworstpartismy

pregnantfiancéehasbeenoutthereeveryday

andhedoesn'tcare.

ItriedtoshiftbutendedupwakingMbaliup.

Me:youcangobacktosleep.

Mbali:I'mhungry.

Me:I'llasktheguystobringyousomething.

Mbali:howaboutIgobuysomethingthen

comeback?

Me:Idon'twantyoutoleaveme.

Mbali:Khwezidon't.Thisisnotyou.

Me:fine.

Shegotoffthebedamdworehershoesthen

shekissedmeandwalkedout.

.



Mbali

IdrovetoSteersandboughttwocombos.I

drovebacktotheclubandclearafewthings.

ThenIdrovebacktothehospital.Iwalkedin

andhisfamilywasthere,evenAphiwe

Me:molweni.

Aphiwe:ohmygoshMbaliyou'resobeautiful.

Me:thankyou.

Chuma:canIhaveyourchips?

Me:youcanhaveyourbrothers.

Isatdownandate.Theywerewatchingmethe

wholetime.ItwasabitawkwardbutIdidn't

care.

Khwezi:whenyou'redonecomelienexttome.

Ilookedathisdadandhejustsmiled.

Aphiwe:how'smyniecetreatingyou?

Khwezi:whosaidit'sagirl?



Aphiwe:Icanfeelit.

Me:I'vebeenok.ButIeatalotlately.

Aphiwe:it'snormal.

Me:IknowbutitwasneverlikethatwithEnzo.

Aphiwe:kidsaredifferent.

K'dad:Ihavetorun.I'llseeyoulater.

Theyfistpumpedthenheleft.Iwalkedoutside

tocallLibo.

Libo:mybabysis.

Me:thebigbro.Pleasedomeafavour.

Libo:aha.

Me:pleasefetchEnzoforme.I'llprobablybe

backlaterthenusual.

Libo:ok.I'llbeathomewhenyoureturn.

Me:Iknow.

Hechuckledthenhungup.

Igotbackinsideanditwastense.Iknew



Chumawouldtellhim.

Me:I'mback.

Khwezi:whereisshe?

Chuma:dadchasedherout.Soshe'sbeen

livingwithrelativesinPE.

Aphiwe:howcouldshebesoevil?She's

changed,eversincedadstartedfocusingonhis

jobmore.Shedoesn'tevencontactme

anymore.

Khwezi:butthathasnothingtodowithMbali.

Me:uhmIwasleaving.I'llcomebacktomorrow.

Ineedashower.

Khwezi:youaren'tleavingmehere.

Me:yourbabyiskillingme.Ihavetorest.

Aphiwelookedathimandhefinallyagreed.We

kissedthenItookmystuffandleft.Ididn'twant

togetinvolvedintheirfamilyissues.

IdrovestraighthomeandonlyAmandawas



home.

Me:Manda.

Amanda:you'rebackearly.

Me:wenttoseeKhwezi.He'sawake.

Amanda:finallywe'llhaveyouback.Themoods

anddistanceweren'tdoingit.

Ismiled.Thenwalkedtomyroomandtooka

longshower.Woremypj'sandfellasleep.Libo

andEnzowokemeup.

Me:youguysaresoirritating.

Enzo:nowearen't.

Libo:you'llhavealazybaby.

Me:andwhatdoyouknowaboutbabies?

Libo:alot.

Afersometimetheyleft.Iwassotired.Iwalked

downstairsandthewholefamilywasthere.

Me:hellotoeveryone.



Dad:lookwhoseinagoodmood.

Nathan:sheknowsshe'llbegettingsomeina

fewdays.It'sbeendryinthere.

Igavehimastraightlook.

Dad:andithasbeen,justimagineallthespider

websinthere.

Ilookedatmydadthengiggled.He'susually

theonedefendingme.

Me:Ican'tbelieveyou'redoingthistome.

Dad:I'mbeinghonest.

Me:yourhonestyisbitter.

Nathan:hayimahnmntaseit'sokaytobe

honest.Whatdidyoumiss?

Me:him.

Dad:andwhatelse?

Me:daddydon'tdothistoyourlittlegirl.

Amandawaslaughingthewholetime.There



wasaknocksoIrushedtothedoor,running

awayfromtheseidiots.TheminuteIopened

sherushedtomeandplacedherheadonmy

chest.

Me:Buhle?

Shewailed.

Me:come.

Iwalkedwithhertomebedroom.

Me:whathappened?

Buhle:youknowIloveyourbrotherwith

everythinginmebuthejustwantstoplay

around.Iwaspregnant.

Me:whathappened?

Buhle:Iabortedit.

Me:why?

Buhle:youknowhowLibois.Oneminutehe

wantstobewithmeandthenexthe'sbusywith

othergirls.AndIcan'treallycomplainbecause



we'rejustfoolingaround.Thereisno

relationship.

Me:I'mnotjudgingyou,IknowhowLibois.But

youcouldhaveraisedthebabyonyourown.

Buhle:withwhatmoney?

Me:hewasobviouslygoingtosupporthisbaby.

Haveyoutoldhim?

Sheshookherhead.

Buhle:I'llgotellhimnow.

ShewalkedtohisroomandIwenttogocall

him.Iremainedupstairsjustincasesomething

badhappened.

JustasIhadthoughtafterafewminutesI

heardBuhlesscreamsandcries.Iwalkedtohis

roomandhisdoorwaslockedsoIwentcallmy

dad.

Dad:Libongweopenthisfuckendoor.

Shekeptscreaming.



Me:Libo!!

Itwentquietthenhecameandopened.Mydad

punchedhimimmediately.IwentovertoBuhle

whowaslyingonthefloor.Herhandscovering

herface.

Me:come.

Iwalkedhertomyroomandranawarmbath

forher.Herbodywasabitbruised.

Iatemysupperthentookhersupstairs.

ShefellasleepaftereatingandIfollowed

shortlyafter.

ThenextmorningIdidmydailyroutine.Mydad

leftwithEnzo.IleftBuhleinbedwithanote.I

walkeddownstairsandLibowasthere.

Libo:I'msorryMbali.IknowIshouldn'tbe

apologisingtoyoubutI'msorry.Ijustgotangry.

Me:youdidn'thavetobeatheruplikethat.

Libo:Mbalishekilledmybaby.Iwashurting,



stillam.

Me:you'llgetthroughit.Justdon'tbeatherup.

Talktoherandyou'llunderstandwhyshedidit.

Ihadmybreakfastthenleft.Istartedatthe

hospitalandwhenIgotthereKhweziwas

gettingdressed.

Me:andwhatareyoudoing?

Khwezi:I'mgoinghome.

Me:whodischargedyou?

Khwezi:me.Ihaveafirm,Ihavebusinesses

whodoyouthinkislookingafterthat?

Me:youarenotfullyrecoveredyet.

Khwezi:mamelanehbaby.Ifyoudon'twantro

getonmybadside.You'llhelpmegetdressed,

thendrivemehome.

Me:Iwillnotdothat.

Khwezi:fine.I'llcallsomeonetofetchme.I

don'tneedyou.



Hezippedhisjearsythencalledsomeone.A

fewminuteslateraguyinblackwalkedin.

Khwezi:takemybags.

Hedidastoldthenwalkedout.Khweziwas

limpingwalkingbehindhim.

Ijuststoodthereshocked....

[05/14,18:35]Mk:Insert33

.

Afterstandingtheretryingtothinkofaway

forwardIdecidetogotoKhwezi'sdoctorand

hegavemehismedicationafteralotof

convincing.Idrivetohisplaceandthedooris

notlockedsoIenter.Iwalktohisstudyand

he'sbusyshoutingorderssoIgrabthephone

fromhimandswitchitoff.

Khwezi:Mbali!!Don'tyoudare.



Me:Khweziyouarenotstrongenoughforall

this.Workcanwait.

Khwezi:ifIlosemoneyit'sgoingtobeonyou.

Me:moneyisnothing.Youcanworkonthat

later.Rightnowyourhealthshouldbeyour

priority.

Khwezi:don'tactlikemymother.

Me:traditionallyIamyourwifeKhwezi.Andif

wecan'tworktogethernow.Idoubtwe'llever

beableto.

Helooksatmecloseshiseyes.Whenhedoes

thathe'sreallyangryandtryingtocalmdown.

Me:KhweziIdon'tcarehowangryyouare.I'm

onlytryingtohelpyou.

Khwezi:okkeMbali.Sincewhateveryousay

goes.Whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Me:sinceIhavetheauthorityIwantyoutogo

tobedandI'llnurseyoutillyougetbetter.



HerollshiseyesandIjustlaugh.

HewalksupstairswhileIwalktothekitchen

andstartcookingforhim.Iwalktohisbedroom

andhe'sbusyonhislaptop.

Me:Khwezi!!

Khwezi:I'mwatchingmovies

Iknowhe'slying.Igivehimhisfoodandsitnext

tohim.HeeatsthenIgivehimhismedication.

Khwezi:ImissEnzo.

Me:ImisshertoobutIhavetobeherenursing

yourstubbornass.

Hefrowns.

Me:comeonndiyadlala.Ineedtogobuy

groceriesforyou.

Khwezi:youcangowithmydriver.

Inod.HegivesmehiscardthenhesleepsandI

leavewithhisdriver.

Me:hi



Him:hi

Me:whatsyourname?

Him:Phila.

Me:nicename.

Phila:thankyou.

He'sthenquiet.Thisisgoingtobealongride.

Wegettothemallandhefollowsme

everywhereIgo.IheadtoPicknPayandstart

shopping.HeisdrivingthetrolleywhileIkeep

loadingstuff.IbumpintoSiyaandhelookslike

heisshockedtoseeme.ThenIremembered,

it'sthebabybump.Ihaven'tseeSiyainforever.

MybrothersdropEnzooff.Orhefetchesher

fromschool.

Me:ohhi.

Heshakesmyhand.

Siya:lookatyou.Allbigandyellow.

Me:yeah.



Siya:Ididn'tknowaboutthepregnancy.

Me:nowyouknow.

Siya:soyou'regoingtobeamotheroftwo?

Me:yep.

Siya:youknowIstillcareaboutyouandI

wouldn'twanttoseeyourboyfriendleavingyou

withababy.

Me:fiancée.AndnotallmenarelikeyouSiya.

Phila:uhmwehavetogo.

Wewalkawayandleavehimstandingthere.

Siyahasthenervekodwa.

WebuyafewstuffthenIgoandpay.Hecarries

alltheplasticstothecarthenweleave.

Me:ahPhilacanwegotoSelborne,Ineedto

fetchmydaughter.

HenodsanddrivestoSelborne.IfetchEnzo

fromcrecheandwedrivetoKhwezi's.It's

already2.



Enzo:whyareyoufetchingmeearly?

Me:becausesiyakuKhwezi.

Enzo:ohhatthehospital?

Me:ha.a.

ShenodsandwefinallyarriveatKhwezi's.We

walkinandPhilafollowswiththeshopping

bags.

Khweziisintheloungewatchingsoccer.I

seriouslygiveup.

Khwezi:Enzo!

Sherunsandjumpsonhim.Hegroansalittle

butholdsitin,probablydoesn'twantto

disappointher.

Enzo:you'reback!

Khwezi:yesbaby.

Enzo:wehaveadateremember?

Khwezi:Ihaven'tforgottenaboutthat.



Enzo:good.Arewesleepingover?

Me:no.

Khwezi:butbabyyou'resupposedtobenursing

me.

Inarrowmyeyebrows.

Me:Idon'thaveto.Iactuallyshouldbe

punishingyou.

Hehasthisfakeshockedlookwithhiseyes

wideopenandhisonehandonhischest.

Khwezi:haa!Babyuyamvaumamakho?

Enzo:mamayouaresomean.

Whentheyaretogethertheyalwaysdothisto

me.

Khwezi:Iknow.

Me:mxm.

Iwalktothekitchenandstartpreparingsupper.

Stirfry,riceandbeefstew.FordessertImake

chocolatemousse.



At6IamdoneandIsetthetable.Icallmydad.

Me:dada.

Hechuckles.

Dad:andwhatdoesmydaughterwantfromme

today?

Me:bothEnzoandIwon'tbesleepingathome

today.Khwezidischargedhimself.

Helaughed.

Dad:Iknewhe'ddothat.It'sokaybabyaslong

asyou'rebothsafe.

Me:okgoodnight.

Ihangupandtakethefoodtothedinningroom.

Enzosaysgraceandwedigin.

Khwezi:mydaughtercanpray.

EnzogigglesandIjustlookathim.Wehad

agreedthatI'donlytellEnzotocallhimdador

uncleoncewe'remarried.Idon'twantto

confusemydaughter.



HewhisperssorryandIjustcarryoneating.

Khwezi:thefoodisgood.

Me:thanks.

Enzo:mama,Idon'twantthis.

Shepointsatherstirfry.

Khwezi:I'lleatitforyou.

Istareathimandheraiseshisshoulders.

Iletoutasigh.WithKhwezi,Enzoalwayswins

andnothingIsaywillchangeanything.

WefinisheatingandIwashthedishes.Inever

sleepwithdirtydishes.Nomatterwhat.

IgetupstairsandKhweziisinbedalone.

Me:where'smydaughter?

Khwezi:ourdaughter.

Me:whatever.Whereisshe?

Khwezi:she'sinherroom.Youguysshould

moveinalready.



Me:toosoon.

Khwezi:youdidsayyouaremywife.

Me:Iwasangry.

Hechuckledthengotuptochange.Thenext

thingIknewhe'sholdingmybuttkissingme.I

wanthimtoobuthe'shurt.

HesqueezesmybuttandImoan.

Me:ahha.a

Hepausesthencarrieson.Hethrowsmeon

thebed.HegoesforthecookiefirstandImoan.

It'sbeenawhile.IfeelanorgasmandIjust

slowlyletitout.Helicksmecleanthenkisses

me.Andentermewhilekissingmeandmy

backarchs.

Me:Baby,you'rehurt.

Hesmilesandstaresatmelikehe'slooking

intomysoul.Heisroughandfast.

Imoaninbothpleasureandpain.



HestopsandIknowhe'srealising.He

collapsesontopofme.

Me:ahKhwezi,shouldn'tyoubeonbedrest?

Khwezi:Iaminbedaren'tI?

Me:youknowwhatImean.

Khwezi:I'msuremybabyneededthatasmuch

asIdid.

Igiggle.

Me:move.

HemovesandIputmyheadonhischest...
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IwokeupinthemorningandKhweziwas

gettingdressedinhissuits.Khweziwas

somethingelse.

Me:andwhereareyougoing?



Khwezi:goodmorningtoyoutoo.I'mgoingto

work.Averyimportantclientcalled.

Me:whydon'tyouaskthatclienttocomehere?

Khwezi:babythatsnotprofessional.Andplusit

won'ttakelong.

Me:GodpleaseremindmewhyIagreedto

marrythisstubbornman.

Helaughs.

Khwezi:becauseyoulovemelikethat.

Igetoutofbedandheholdsmeclosetohim.

Me:don'tkissme.

Khwezi:Iloveyouwithmorningbreathe.Come

here.

HekissesmeandEnzorunsin.

Khwezi:youshouldbringyourclothes.Because

fromnowonbothyouandEnzoshouldspend

weekendswithme.

Me:mhh.



Enzo:mama.School.

Me:it'sFridaynje.Soitdoesn'tmatter.

Shefrowns.

Me:youwantedtosleepoversoit'snotmyfault.

Khwezi:doyouwanttocometoworkwithme?

Shesmiled.

Enzo:yes.

KhwezispoilsEnzotoomuch.Sometimesit

wasirritatinglikenow.Iwanthimtobehome

andhedecidestogotoworkwithEnzo.

Me:aren'tyoumeetinganimportantclient?

Khwezi:so?

Idecidenottorespond.

.

ItsnowNovember.BothEnzoandIhavebeen

sleepingoveratKhwezi'sduringtheweekend.It

wasn'tabadideaafterall.Iactuallygottofeel



whatitsliketostaywithhim.

Iwasnow6monthspregnantandlookinglikea

whale.IhateditbecauseI'mshortanditlooks

soweird.Khwezidecidedwegetmarriedbefore

thebabyisborn.Iwasfinewiththatidea.

Soit'sSaturdaymorninganditwasmybirthday.

Khweziwokemeupsingingforme.Ijustblush.

Enzowalksinwithacupcake.

Enzo:happybirthdaymommy.

Me:thankyouguys.

Khwezi:sowhatdoyouwanttodotoday?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Khwezi:I'vegotafewstuffplannedthen.

Igetupandgobrushmyteeth.Thencome

backandeatmycupcake.

Khwezi:Ican'tbelieveyou're24.

Me:yeahwellwellI'm24.

Enzo:daddyhowoldareyou?



OverthetimeEnzostartedcallKhwezi,daddy.It

wasweird.

Khwezi:veryveryold.

Enzo:youknowI'm3andmommyis24,how

oldareyou?

Ijustlaugh.

Khwezi:I'm28.

Enzo:finally.

EnzobathesandKhwezihelpsmeshower.It's

beenabithardlately.

MybabykickedandKhwezismiled.

Khwezi:he'sgoingtobealotoftrouble.

Yep,itwasconfirmedthatitwasgoingtobea

boy.

Me:don't.

Helaughs.Afterourbathwegetdressed.I

wearmywhitemaxidress.It'sboobtubed.

ThenIwearmyblacksandlesandfixmyweave.



Khweziwearsdenimandwhite.Andmybaby

doesthesame.Welooklikeacompletefamily.

Wehavebreakfastthengotothecar.

Enzo:daddywherearewegoing?

Khwezi:you'llsee.

WedrivetothebeachandEnzoisalreadyinthe

waterwithKhwezi.

Ijustwatchthemplay.Noonehascalledyet

andithurtsbutIdon'tputmymindtoit.

Itsalready12andKhwezicomesback.

Me:babyI'mhungry.

Khwezi:ewewe'regoingtohavelunchjustnow.

Me:phi?

Khwezi:you'llsee.

WedrivetoVincentanditsatthisBnB.

Me:andnow?

Khwezi:theyhavereallynicefoodhere.



Me:mhh.

Weparkandgetoutthenwalktothe

restaurant...

"Surprise!!"

Iamreallysurprised.There'sblueandwhite

and"Itsaboy"sign.Everyoneishere,frommy

mom,cousins,friends,oldcolleaguesand

Khwezi'ssisters.

Me:wow!

Khwezi:loveit?

Inodandtheystartsinginghappybirthday.

Khwezikissedme.

Khwezi:I'llfetchyoulater.

Inodandheleaves.

Theysitmedown.

Me:beforeeverything,I'mhungry.

Theylaughandthewaitressservesme.Ieat

myfoodandtheystartwiththegiftsthen



games.MyGodIamtiredandmystomachis

heavy.

Itsafter4.Andnowit'stimeforspeeches.My

momstarts.

Mom:baby.Ican'tbelieveyou'rereallyleaving

me.Buttodaywe'reheretocelebrateyouand

yourbabyboy.Ican'tbelieveI'mgoingtobea

grandmotheragain.Itfeelssounreal.Buthere

weare.IhopeyouenjoyefyourdayandIhope

youwillenjoywakingupatmidnightmore.

Everyonelaughs.

Mom:Iloveyoumybaby,enjoy.

Shecomesandhugsmetheneveryonefollows

afterher.Somepeoplearealreadyleaving.

Siba:you'resobeautiful.

Me:thankyou.

Zim:didyouenjoy?

Me:yesthankyouguys.Ireallyenjoyedmyday.



Iwasn'texpectingthebabyshowersosoon

though.

Aphiwe:myidea.Icouldn'treallywaittillnext

year.I'llbepreparingformygraduation.

Me:ohyeah.ThanksAphiwe.

Shesmiles.

TheystartpackingmygiftsandKhweziis

alreadyheretofetchus.AphiweandChumawill

besleepingover.WedrivetoKhwezi'splace

andIam.Sotired.

Khwezi:Aphiwewhatdidyoudotomywife?

Aphiwe:whatdidIdo?

Me:Ijustneedtosleep.

Wegettothehouseandtheresawoman

standingtherewithakid.

Khwezi:whatthehellisshedoinghere?

Chuma:thisisgoingtobelongnight.

Me:whatisgoingon?



Khwezi:don'tworryaboutit.

Iwasstartingtogetangry.Whatisgoingon

here?..
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Iamalreadyangrybecausenooneswantsto

tellmewhatisgoingon.

Khwezigetoutandgoesovertoherandthey

argue.

Me:whatisgoingon?

Chuma:she'sKhwezi'sex.

Aphiwe:don'tworryabouther.Theyhateeach

othersowhatevershe'splayingatwon'twork.

Me:Zintle?

Aphiwe:yes.

Iwalkoutandgotothedriversside.Ineedto

sleep.Khweziturnstolookatmeandthegirl

looksbeautiful.Yellowbonewithanassfor



days,evenbiggerthanmine.Everythinglooks

perfect,herhips,legs,boobs.Everythingabout

herisperfect.Igetinthecarandopenthegate

thendrivein.

Iamtoitiredtohearthestory.Aphiwecarries

Enzotoherbedroom.

Aphiwe:pleasedon'tstressaboutwhathas

happened?

Me:I'mokay.

Ichangetopj'sandgetintobed.AndIdozeoff

immediately.

ThenextmorningIwakeupandKhweziisnot

nexttome.Bythelooksofthingshedidn't

cometobed.Igotakealongbaththenget

dressedinabelowthekneedressandpumps.

It'sSundaysoIhavetogotochurch.Ifixmy

hairandgodownforbreakfast.ThisZintleis

therewithherson.Iamsohurt,myheartis

literallyinpiecesbutItrynottobreakdown.



Me:goodmorning.

Zintle:atleastyou'renice.

IpourcerealformyselftheneatasfastasIcan

thenIleaveforchurch.IuseKhwezi'scar.

Igettochurchandmymindisnotthere.After

churchIdrivetoSibainSouthernwood.Ihaven't

spentalotoftimewithmyfriends.

Siba:yougetbiggerbythehour.

Me:don'tlie.

Shegiggledandletmein.

Siba:whenwasthelasttimeitwasjustustoo?

Me:it'sbeenawhile.

Siba:toolong.Wine,coffee?

Me:Sibadon'tdothistome.

Welaugh.Shepoursjuiceformeandshe

drinkswine.

Me:ha.aSiba.Pleasedrinkjuice.



Shejustlaughsatme.

Me:how'sLuzuko?

Siba:we'renolongertogether.

Me:hayiSiba.Whendidthathappen?

Siba:2weeksnow.

Me:andwhydidn'tyoutellme?

Siba:Ididn'twanttoburdenyou.

Me:youknowmydoorisalwaysopen,

especiallyforyou.I'vebeenthroughshitand

youwerealwaysthereforme.

Siba:Iknow.

Me:I'msorryaboutthebreakupthough.

Siba:it'snothing.Ishouldn'thavecommittedin

thefirstplace.Youknowwhathurtsthemost,

heintroducedthegirlashisfriend.ThenwhenI

wastryingtogettoherbetter,Ifindtheminbed

together.

Me:yhoSibathatissosad.



SheburiesherfaceonmychestandIjustrub

herback.

Me:shh.Everythingisgoingtobefine.

Siba:IhatethatI'mcryingoverhimandhe's

enjoyinghimself.

Me:it'sokaytohurtbaby.Andit'sevenbetterto

cry.

Siba:IstilllovehimandI'dgivehimanother

chancebuthe'snotevensorry.

Ican'tevenfindtherightwords.Sibaisusually

theonedoingthisforme.She'salwaysbeen

the"nostringsattached"typeofgirl.Andnow

thiswasnewtome.AndIdidn'twanttosay

badthingsaboutLuzukothensuddenlythey're

backtogether.

Me:lookatme.Luzukodidwhathethought

wasright.Thatismenforyou.Thiswillhurtthis

badbecauseyouaren'tusedtoit.Nextyearthis

timeyou'llbelaughingatthismoment.Sorelax



andlettimedothehealing.

ShesmilesandIwipehertears.Wechatfor

sometimeandIleaveat3.

Igethomeandeveryoneisinthelounge.And

byeveryoneImeanAphiwe,Chuma,Zintleand

herson.

Me:molweni.

Chuma:hey.Youlooksobeautiful.

Me:thanks.

IwalkupstairsandEnzoandKhweziare

watchingamovie.

Me:hey.

Them:hi

Isitonthebedandtakemyshoesoff.ThenI

wearmysleepers.

Me:arethegiftsinthenursery?

Khwezi:yes.



Iwalktothenursery.Khwezialreadyhasa

nursery.Withafewbabystuff.Iunpackthe

giftsandstartpackingthwclothesinthecloset.

Khweziwalksin.

Khwezi:Iknowyou'reangry.

Me:I'mnot.

Khwezi:I'mnotstupid.

Me:ok.

Khwezi:I'llbedrivingmysister'shomesoon.

Me:andwhataboutZintle?

Khwezi:she'sleavingtomorrow.

Me:I'mleavingat5.Soyouexpectmetoleave

youwithher?

Khwezi:I'vebeenkeepingmydistance.

Me:whyisshehereinthefirstplace?

Khwezi:babylisten.Iknowyouprobablyhave

ideasbutshedidn'thaveaplacetosleep.



Me:thathasnothingtodowithyouKhwezi.

Khwezi:baby,thinkaboutthechild.

Me:shecouldhavelefttoday.

Khwezi:herbusisfortomorrow.

Me:thatsastupidexcuseKhwezi.

Khwezi:I'msorry.Ishouldhavespoketoyou.

Me:itdoesn'tmatternowdoesit.Youinvited

yourexintoyourhouseandshe'sspendingthe

weekend.

Khwezi:I'msorry.

Me:ok.

IhavelunchthenItakeEnzoandweleave.

Khweziisbythecarbeforethegateevenopens

Khwezi:pleasedon'tleave.

Me:weusuallyleaveatthistime.Whatisthe

problemnow?

Khwezi:I'lltellhertoleavethen.Pleasewaitfor



me.

Me:myekeKhwezi.Thisisthetimeyouprove

yourselftome.ProvetomethatIcantrustyou.

Idriveandleavehimstandingthere.Weget

homeandAmandahascooked.

Libo:happybelatedbirthdaybabysis.

Me:thankyou.

Wehug.

Dad:comehere.

Wewalkoutsideandheopensthegarageand

thereisaMercedesBenzC63AMGandhe

handsmethekey.

Dad:thisisyou.

Me:really?

Dad:yesmylove.

Ihughimsotight.

Me:ohmygoshthanksdad.Idon'tknowhow



tothankyou.

Dad:thisismesayingyoushouldvisitmeall

thetimewhenyouleave.

Ilaughstillintears.

Me:I'llalwaysvisityou.

Dad:thisbabyismakingyouweak.

Ilaugh.Mydadisthebest.SometimesIwishI

hadmethimearlierinmylife..
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Afterthatwholeepisodeofbeingexcitedwe

gotbackinthehouseandhadsupper.

Amanda:didyouenjoyyourday?

Me:yesIdidthanks.

Libo:someofusweren'tinvited.

Me:Ididn'tevenknowaboutthewhole

birthday/babyshower.



WefinishthenLibohelpsmewashthedishes.

Libo:whenlastdidyouspeaktoBuhle?

Me:yesterday.

Libo:shedoesn'twanttotalktomeandIreally

missher.

Me:shame.

Hepunchesmeplayfully.

Libo:you'remysister,you'resupposedtohelp

me.

Me:youbeatherup.

Libo:itwasanaccident.Shemademeangry.

Me:youdidn'thearherout.

Libo:I'mverysorryforthat.Iapologizeda

thousandtimes.Ijustneedhertogivemea

chancetoprovemyself.

Me:whatcanIdoforyou?

Libo:setadateforusorsomething.



Me:I'llspeaktoherforyouqha.

Libo:Iloveyou.

Me:whatever.

IwalktomyroomandEnzoisalreadysleeping.

.

ForsomeweirdreasonIwasneverangryabout

thiswholeZintlesaga.Iwassochilledaboutit

thatevenIwasshocked.Soit'sneartheendof

NovemberandKhweziaskedustomovein.

SinceIwasclosetomyduedate.SoIspoketo

mydadaboutitandhewaschilled.Mydadwas

thesweetestlately.

SoitsaTuesdayandwehadmovedinduring

theweekend.Iamjustloungingaround,

watchingtv.KhweziinsistedIworkfromhome

tillIgivebirth.

MyphoneringsandIdon'trecognizethe

numberbutIpickup.

Me:hello



Caller:hellohowareyou?

Me:whosethis?

Caller:Bongeka,Khwezi'smom.

Iamshocked.Wheredidsheevengetmy

number.Ihaven'theardanythingabouther

sincethewholeincidentshecaused.

Me:whatdoyouwant?

K'mom:I'msorryabouteverythingIputyou

through.AndnowbecauseofmyselfishwaysI

lostalotofpeople.Iamsorry.I'veseenmyson

lovesyouandthere'snothingIcando.

Me:Iamtiredofyourfaketearsandapologies.

BothKhweziandIdon'tneedyouinourlives.

Wewereperfectwithoutyou.

K'mom:youdon'tmeanthat.

Me:Iactuallydo.Listen,Idon'thavetimefor

thisok?

Ihangupbeforeshecanrespond.ThenI



suddenlyfeeltheneedtopray.Ifetchmybible

andstartpraying.AskingGodtoprotectboth

meandmybaby.Andtobewithusalways.

After30minutesofprayerIdecidetohave

lunchthennap.

IamwokenbylaugherandIknowit'sKhwezi

andEnzo.

Khwezi:hey.

Ismile.

Khwezi:yousleepalot.

Me:Iwastired.Youwon'tbelievewhocalled

today.

Khwezi:who?

Me:yourmom.

Henarrowedhiseyebrows.

Me:Iknow.

Khwezi:thisdoesn'taddup.Whywouldshecall

you?



Me:noclue.

Khwezi:thiswomanispossessed.

Me:Iknow.

Igetupandwalktothekitchenandstart

cookingsupper.IsuddenlyfeelsickbutIignore

it.Ifinishthenservethem.

Khwezi:I'llleavebeforemidnightok?

Me:sure.

I'llhavetogetusedtothislifereally.Ashard

andweirdasitisbutsinceIclaimtolovehim,I

havetoloveeverythingthatcomeswithhim.

Khwezi:I'llbebackearly.

Me:youdon'thavetoexplain.

Itakethedishestothekitchenandwashthem

whilehetucksinEnzo.

AfterwashingthedishesIwalktothebedroom

andhehasalreadychanged.

Me:areyoureallyleavingme?



Khwezi:youknowIhavetowork.

Me:pleasestaywithme.

Khwezi:ohmyGodMbali.Pleasedon'tdon'tdo

thistome.Atleastnotnow.

Ipoutbuthejustwalksoutleavingmethere.I

hearhiscardriveoutandit'sonlythenIhave

theseterriblecramps.Iscreamandholdmy

stomach.Itcan'tbehappeningit'stoosoon.So

IgrabmyphoneandcallKhwezi.Hepicksup

afteralongtime.

Khwezi:I'mbusyMbali.

Iscream.

Khwezi:utheni!!?

Idon'trespondIjustcryandscream.

Khwezi:hanginthere.I'monmyway.

Hehangsupandwithinafewminuteshe's

backandI'mtryingsohardtostandup.

Khwezi:areyouokay?



Helooksscared.AndIthinkI'mmorescared

thanheis.

Khwezi:IhavetofetchEnzo.

HeleavesandIamthereprayingandcryingat

thesametime.Hecomesbackandmakesme

standupandthere'sblood.Iscreammore.

Khwezi:pleasedon'tdothat.You'rescaringme.

Hecarriesmetothecarandhespeedstothe

hospital.Iaminsomuchpain,Ican'teven

breatheproperly.

Wegettothehospitalandthenursesand

doctorsrushtome.

"We'relosingthebaby"that'sthelastthingI

heardbeforeIblackedout..
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Iwasgoingthroughalotofemotions.From

hearingthedoctorstellingmetheyarelosing



himtotheemergencyCsection.Ican'tbelieve

mybabywillbebornat28weeks.

.

IwakeupandIamexhausted.Khweziandmy

momarenexttome.Theybothlookexhausted.

Iclearmythroatandtheylookatme.

Mom:baby.

Ismile.MymomgivesmewaterandIdrinkup.

Ifeelmystomachandthereisnothing.

Me:whathappenedtomybaby?

Khwezi:he'safighter.Justlikehisdad.

Ismile.

Itrytositupandithurts.

Mom:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'minpain.AndI'mhungry.

Mom:I'llgocallyourdad.Beshouldbeonhis

way.



Shewalksout.

Khwezi:IthoughtIwasgoingtoloseyouMbali.

Youscaredme.

Me:I'msorry.Whatdidthedoctorsay?

Khwezi:theydon'tknowthecause.

Me:ImightbewrongbutIthinkit'syourmom.I

washealthytillshecalled.

Hejustlooksatme.

Me:Imightbewrong.

Khwezi:thereisnosuchthing.

Me:canIgoseehim?

HelooksabitoffishaboutwhatIsaidbutI

don'tcarebecauseitisthetruth.Mydadwalks

inandhesmiles.

Me:daddy.

Dad:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mokjusttiredyou?



Dad:good.Haveyouseenyourson?

Ishakemyheadandhecomestoliftmeupand

placesmeinawheelchair.Idon'tlikeitonebit.

HewheelsmetotheNICU.Mybabyisthe

tiniestthingI'veeverseen.Tubesallover.

Me:he'ssotiny.

Dad:Iknow.

Iamsuddenlyemotionalandatearjustfalls.

Me:Ican'tbelievehesurvivedthis.

Dad:he'sgoingtobeaverystrongboy.

Ismile.

Dad:haveyoudecidedwhattonamehim?

Ithinkforawhile.

Me:Luthandolwethu.

Dad:bigname.

Ilaughalittle.Watchmybabythenwegoback

tomyward.KhwezihasleftandtobehonestI



don'tcare.Ineedsometimeout.Ihavemy

lunchthenmedicationandIfallasleep.I'm

goingtobehereforaverylongtimesoIhave

togetusedtoit.

IwakeupandmyphoneisherechargingsoI'm

guessingKhwezibroughtit.I'maloneand

alreadyboredoutofmymind.Idecidetocall

Khwezi'smom.Ijusthavetoleteverythinggo

andfocusonmyself.

Shepicksupimmediately.

K'mom:ohMbali.Hello.

Me:howareyou?

K'mom:I'mokyou?

Me:good.Uhmlistenyouwon.Iknowyou're

behindeverybadthinginmylifeandI'mletting

go.

K'mom:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:youknowwhatI'mtalkingabout.I'mletting

yoursongojustlikeyou'vealwayswantedme



to.I'mleavinghim.Ijusthopeyou'rehappy.

K'mom:thatisnottrue.I'dneverbehappy

knowingmysonisunhappy.

Me:droptheact.Iknowyou'rehappy.

SheisquietsoIdecidetohangup.Icallthe

nurseandshehelpsmetogettomyson.He's

stillinthesamepositionIlefthim.

Me:heybaby.Iwasn'texpectingyousosoon

butIloveyousomuch.Youandyoursisterare

thebestthingthathaveeverhappenedtome.

I'llpraythatwebothmakeitoutofherealive.

Ok?

Ijustwatchhimforafewminutesthengoback

tobed.Igettomyroomandmyfamilyisthere,

mymom,dad,AmandaandKhwezi.Enzois

withmybrothersathome.

Me:ohhey.

Amanda:youlooksoweird.

Me:I'lllooklikethisallmylifesoyouhaveto



getusedtoit.

Dad:doyouwantustobringyouanything

tomorrow?

Me:mypillow,mybeanbagandlotsofgoodies.

Igetboredhere.

Mom:I'llbringyouBible.

Me:thankyou.

Shekissesmyforehead.Wespendafew

minutestogetherandthentheyleavebut

Khwezistays.Iusethisasmychancetotalkto

him.

Khwezi:Ican'tbelieveI'mafather.

Me:youbetterbelieveit.

Khwezi:LwethuisthemostpreciousgiftI've

everreceived.

Ijustsmile.

Khwezi:Ican'twaittillyouguyscome.

Idon'trespond.



Khwezi:whatsup?

Me:thingisI'mgoingbackhome.WhenLwethu

andIgetdischargedI'llgostaywithmyfamily

again.

Hurtiswrittenalloverhisface.

Me:I'msorryKhwezibutIcan'tgoonwiththis

marriageletalonerelationship,ifyourmother

doesn'tapprove.Younearlylostyourlife

becauseofherandnowitsmyson.Idon'tcare

ifyoubelievemeornotbutmygutcanneverbe

wrong.

Khwezi:we'vebeentogetherfor8monthsand

mymomhasneverappovedbutwepulled

through.

Me:thatwasbeforeshewantedtokillme.

Khwezi:Mbaliyoucan'tleavemebecauseof

mymomsactions.Wehaveagoodthinggoing

on.Ican'tletyouraiseoursonalone.

Me:wecanco-parent.It'sworkedwithSiyaso



I'msureit'llworkwithyoutoo.

Tearsarealreadystreamingdownhisfaceand

thathurtsmedeepdown.IloveKhwezitoo

muchandnowbecauseofthisevilwomanI

havetolethimgo.Ican'thavethiswoman

behindmeallmylife.

Khwezi:whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Me:Iwantyoutoletmego.Moveon.Youcan

comevisitLwethuonaregularbasisIwon't

stopyou.

HewipeshistearsandIjustlookaway.Ican't

gobackonmydecisionnomatterhowhardor

toughitis.

Me:pleaseexcuseme,Ineedtosleep.

Hedoesn'tsayawordhejustholdsmyhands.

Khwezi:Idon'tcarewhatyousayMbali.Iwill

notletyougo.Whenyougetoutofhereyouwill

staywithmeandwewillgetmarried.Andbe

happytogether.I'lldowhatIhavetodoforus



tobehappy.

Idon'twanttolookathimsoIwaitforhimto

letmyhandsgothenIwipemytears.Hekisses

mycheekthenheleavesandIjustbreakdown...
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AweekwentbyandKhwezihasalwaysbeen

visitingLwethuandnotme.ImayactlikeIdon't

carebutdeepdownithurts.

SoitsaWednesdayandit'sduringlunch.My

friendspopin.

Siba:unjanmntase?

Me:I'mokaybabes.

Buhle:youhavetobeokay.Foryouand

Lwethu'ssake.



Me:Iam.

Buhle:andwhatdidyoudotoKhwezi?

Me:nothingwhy?

Buhle:he'sbeenmoodyforthepastweek.

Me:he'llbeokay.

Buhle:Mbalinomancanbeokaywithwhatyou

did.Youcan'tjustleavebecauseofaccusations.

Siba:hehastoseeyouasthestrongwoman

youareandnotawifethatwillleavehimathis

lowest.

Ismile.

Me:sincewhendidyoutwobecomesmart?

Siba:we'vealwaysbeensmart.Youjustdidn't

notice.

Me:whatever.

WespentsometimetogetherthenlaterIwent

toseeLwethu.BadtimingbecauseKhweziwas

alsothere.ButIdon'thatehim,Iwouldnever



hatehim.

Me:hey.

Khwezi:hi

Hewascryingwhichwasweird.Igotohimand

hughimandheholdsmerealtight.

Me:what'sup?

Khwezi:she'sgone...

Me:who?

Khwezi:mymom.

Iwashurtalittle.I'mnotthatruthless.Shemay

havehurtmeacoupleoftimesbutIdon'thate

her.

Me:youkilledher?

Hedidtalkabouttakingeverythingthatwasin

ourwayoutofthewaysoIhadtoaskhim.

Khwezi:IwouldneverdothatMbali.

Me:Iwasjustasking.Butyou'regoingtobe



okayIpromise.It'lltaketimebutyou'llbeok.

Henodsstillholdingmetight.

WespendtimewithLwethuthenIgobackto

mywardandLiboandmydadarethere.

Libo:yousmelllikeaman.

Me:itmaybeLwethu.

Dad:weallknowit'sKhwezi.Youcan'tstay

awaywhydon'tyoujustgobacktohim.

Me:Ineedtime.

Libo:menlikeKhwezidon'thavetime.

Me:whatever.Helosthismother.

Dad:Godworksinmysteriousways.

Libojustlaughs.

Libo:whichgod?

Dad:meobviously.

Me:whatdidyoudotoher?

Dad:Ikilledher.



Hesayslikehejuststeppedonanant.

Me:why?

Dad:shetriedtokillyou.Sowhycan'tIdowhat

shefailedat?

Me:wow.

Libo:I'msureyourheartisaswhiteassnow.

Me:no.

Dad:babyyou'llhavetogetusedtothislife.We

removeanythingthatdoesn'tmakeushappyor

anythingthathurtsthosewelove.Youdo

whateveryouhavetodotosurvive.Youcan't

getmarriedtoKhweziandnotunderstandthis.

He'llhavetokilltoprotecthisfamilyandyou

havetodealwiththat.

Ijustsinkinmybedandfallasleepwhilethey

arestillstandingthere.

.

Mybabyisnow3months.Healthyandgaining



weightlikeanyothernormalkid.

Khwezinevertookhismom'sdeathwell.

Apparentlyhedidn'tworkforaweekor2.After

hishealingwespokealot.Leadingtoour

"reunion"ifImaycallitthat.Itwasboundto

happenanyway.ButIdidn'tknowitwouldbe

thissoon.

It'sFebruarythefollowingyearandLwethuand

Iarebeingdischargedtoday.Ihavehaditwith

hospitals.KhweziandChumacametofetchus.

Me:aren'tyousupposedtoatschool?

Chuma:tookadayofftoseemynephew.

Me:matricisnochildsplay.

Khwezi:exactlywhatItoldher.

Me:lies.

ItakeLwethuandheisasleepandKhwezi

carriesmybagstothecar.Wedrivetoour

home.OfcourseI'mmovingbacktoourhome.

Thereisnootherway.



Chuma:heissobig.

Me:Iknow.

Khwezi:premmykadaddy.

Me:ha.a

IfeedhimandhesucksmelikeIhaven'tfed

himinages.

Khwezi:thatusedtobemeafewmonthsago.

Chuma:siesmahn.Ididn'tneedtoknowthat.

Me:hesuckslikehisdad.

WebothlaughandChumaisdisgusted.

Chuma:I'llbeinthelounge.

Shewalksaway.IfinishfeedingLwethuand

Khwezihelpsburphim.

HeisalreadysleepysoIholdhimtillhesleeps.

Khwezi:Enzowillbehomesoon.

Me:Iknow.IaskedAmandatodeliverher

clothes.



Khwezi:ok.
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SinceLwethuissleepingIdecidetojoinhim.

Me:pleasedon'tforgettofetchEnzo.

Khwezi:I'monmyway.

Me:good.

Ifallasleepimmediatelyandafewminutes

laterhedecidestocry.

Ilookathimandhiseyesareclosed.Theboy

hasdrama.

WesleepagainandI'mwakenupbyEnzo.Ilast

sawmybabyinJanuary.

Enzo:mommy!!

Ihugherrealtight.

Me:Imissedyou.

Enzo:Imissedyoutoo.CanIseemybrother?



Shehopsonthebedandshejustsmileswhen

sheseeshim.

Enzo:he'sabeautifulbaby.

Me:Iknow.

Khwezi:areyougoingtocook?

Me:pleaseordersomething.

Henodsthenwalksout.Myphoneringsandits

Aphiwe.Ihaven'tseenhersincemybirthday

andbabyshower.

Me:hey.

Aphiwe:kotiwasekhaya.

Me:howareyou?

Aphiwe:I'mokayyou?

Me:I'mgood.

Aphiwe:Iheardmynephewishome.AndIsaw

pictures,he'sthecutestthingever.

Me:thankyou.Sowhenwillyoucomeseehim?



Aphiwe:I'llbeflyinginduringtheweekend.

Me:goodthen.

Aphiwe:byeIloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Khweziwalksinandhehasadeathstare.

Khwezi:andwhowasthat?

Me:Aphiwe.

Hesmiles.

Me:jealousydoesn'tlookgoodonyou.

Helaughs.

Khwezi:sowhenarewegettingmarried?

Me:Iwantabeachwedding.SoIthinkwehave

towait.

Herollshiseyes.

Khwezi:wecangetmarriednextmonththough.

Me:Marchiscoldnjenababy.



Khwezi:it'snot.EvenAprilisokay.

Me:let'smakeitAprilthen.

Khwezi:nextmonthwe'rehavingthetraditional

wedding.

Me:2weeksfromnow?

Khwezi:eweIwantyoutobemineMbali.

Me:Iamyours.

Khwezi:youknowwhatImean.

LwethucriesandEnzocarrieshimandtriesto

calmhimdown.It'sthecutestthingever.Enzo

hasalwaysbeenjealoussoIwaskindof

worried.

Itakehimandfeedhim.He'salwayshungry,it

scaresmesometimes.

.

SoduringtheweekendAphiwecameandshe

wasgreathelpnotthatKhweziwasn'thelping

butAphiwejusttookoverandIhadtimetorest.



Shespent5dayswithus.

.

Soit'sMarchandaspromisedwewerehaving

ourtraditionalweddinginStutterheimklo

Khwezi.

SoonThursdayIwokeupat9.Ihadbreakfast

thenfedLwethu.Wetakealongbathtogether

thengetdressed.Ihavetogodressfitting.I

hadgotadressdesignedfortheday.SoIdrove

toVincentanddidmyfinalfittingsandLwethu

andIwenttohavelunch.

AfterlunchIwenttofetchEnzoandwedrive

home.

Enzo:whenareweleaving?

Me:Saturday.

Enzo:daddyyena?

Me:Friday.

Enzo:IwannaleaveFriday.



Me:ha.aEnzokuhle.

ShesulksandIreallydon'tcare.

WearriveathomeandIstartcleaningbecause

EnzoiswatchingLwethu.Khwezicomeshome

laterthanusual.Idecidenottosayanything

aboutit.Hewasprobablyworkingsincehe

won'tbeatworkthenextday.

Hekissesmycheekthenthekids.

Me:howwaswork?

Khwezi:hecticbutnothingIcan'thandle.

Me:ohh.

Khwezi:canIseeyourdress?

Me:no.You'llseeitonSaturday.

Khwezi:you'resuchabore.Pleasepackforme.

Me:I'llhelpyoubutIwon'tdoitforyou.

Khwezi:yeah.

WehavesupperthenIgohelphimpackandthe



nextdayheleavesat10.SoIspendtherestof

mymorningwithmykids.

Thenextdaywewakeupandbaththendriveto

mydadsplace.

Amanda:andwhenareyougettingdressed?

Me:beforeweleave.

Amanda:we'rerunninglatealready.

Myfriendswalkinandtheyhelpmeget

dressed.Itsanoffshouldermermaiddresswith

lacerafflesatthebottom.Ithastraditionalprint.

I'mnotafanofmakeupsoIgetanaturallook.

MyweaveisallcurledupandIlookthepart.

Libo:nowIdon'twantyoutoleaveme.

Me:comeonLibo,I'llseeyoueveryday.

Libo:Ihardlyseeyounow.

Me:we'llworkitout.

Hesmilesthenhugsme.Wewalktothecar

anddrivetoStutterheim.Wemeetwithmy



momsfamilyintownthenwedrivetoKhwezi's

place.TherearealotofpeopleandIstart

gettingnervous.Haven'tspokentoKhwezi

sinceheleftyesterday.Soourfamiliesmetand

itwasaveryniceceremony.Ichangedintomy

makotiattireanditdidwonderstome.Iwas

beyondbeautiful.

Aphiwe:fromnowonyou'renolongerMbalibut

Alu,Alunamida.Meaningthelovethisfamily

hasforyouhasnoboundaries.Wewantyouto

feelathome.

IhavemixedemotionsbutIdon'twanttocry.

Afterthenamingit'sthewholelectureandwhat

not.BeforeIknowitIhavetobeinthekitchen.

Ihelptheotherladiesfinishcooking.ThenI

serveKhwezi.HeiswiththeothermensoI

greet.

Khwezi:youlooksobeautiful.Youshouldstay

intheseforsometime.

Me:Iwon't.



Khwezi:please.

Me:no.

Khwezi:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mok.

Aphiwewalkstousandsheisallsmiles.

Aphiwe:Alu.

Me:hey.

Aphiwe:whenareyouguysleaving?

Khwezi:tomorrowmorning.

Me:haveyouseenLwethu?Ihavetofeedhim.

Aphiwe:he'swithyourmother.

Me:thanks.

KhwezikissesmethenIwalkbacktothe

kitchenandmymomwalksinshortlyandIfeed

mybabyandhesleepsimmediatelyafterwards.

Iamsotiredbutluckilythere'shelp...
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IcarryoncookingsupperthenAphiwewalksin.

Aphiwe:haveyoutwospoke?

Shewasreferringtotheotherladythatwas

withmeinthekitchen.Ionlyknewshewas

Khanya.

Me:notreally.

Aphiwe:she'sourcousin'swife,Siviwe.They

stayinKing.

Ismile.

Khanya:we'vebeentoobusytochitchat.

Shelooksbeautiful.Yellowbonewithpinklips.

Shehasabodytodiefor.

Aphiwe:pleasehelpheraround.Please.

Shesmiles.Bothofusarenowsmiling.Ican

tellshe'sshy.

Aphiwe:I'llleaveyoutwo.



Shewalksout.

Me:sohowlonghaveyoubeenmarried?

Khanya:overayearnow.

Me:howhasitbeen?

Khanya:perfect.It'sthebestthingthat'sever

happenedtome.

Me:wow.

Khanya:ithasitsrainydaysthough.Andby

rainyImeanstorms.Butyouwillpullthrough.

I'msuddenlynervousbutIthinkIcanhandle

that.Wecarryonchattingtillwefinishcooking

supperthanserveeveryone.Wehaveour

supperinthekitchenthenwashthedishes.

Ifeedmybabythenburphimandwegotothe

flatoutside.That'swherewe'llbesleeping.My

feetarekillingme.Enzoisnowheretobefound

soIcallKhwezibecausehiscarisnothere.

Khwezi:Alu.



Ijustsmile.

Me:isEnzowithyou?

Khwezi:yesmylove.We'reonourwayback.

Me:okpleasehurry.Imissyou.

HechucklesthenIhangup.

Ichangetomypjsthenmyhusbandwalksin

withEnzo.

Khwezi:youmustbetired.

Me:Iam.

HetucksEnzointhenkissesLwethu.

Khwezi:kodwababyumosheumntanam.

Me:how?

Khwezi:thiswholepoutingthing.

Me:mxm.Whereismom?

Khwezi:Iwenttodropthemoffintown.I

bookedaBnB.

Me:youdidn'thaveto.



Khwezi:Iwantedto.

Wespokeforsometimethenfinallyfellasleep.

Iwokeupthenextdaydidallmyroutinesthen

atlunchweleft.Ididn'tevengetachanceto

seemymom.WedroveallthewayhomeandI

wasfastasleep.OnlywokeupwhenIneededto

feedLwethu.

SowegethomeandIgotothebedroomand

changetomypjs.I'msupertired.

Me:whenamIgoingbacktowork?

Khwezi:youwon't.

Iopenmyeyesinshock.

Me:hayiKhwezi.

Khwezi:wespokeaboutthis.Whenweget

marriedyoustopworking.Youhavetolook

aftermykidsandthehouse.

Me:IcandothatwhileIwork.

Khwezi:let'snotargueaboutthis.Youknow



howitis.MydadwouldhatemeifImadeyou

work.

Me:Khweziit'snotnormal.

Khwezi:mymomneverworked,yourstepmom

neverworkedandZimalsodoesn'twork.

Me:it'stheirchoice.

Hejustlookedatme.

Khwezi:I'mthemansoIhavetoworkforyou.

Me:Idon'twanttodependonyou.Whatif

somethinghappens.IneedsomethingIcanfall

backon.

Helooksatmequitedisappointed.

Khwezi:soyoudon'ttrustus?

Me:Idoitsjustsomethingwehavetothink

about.You'realawyerI'msureyou'veseenstuft

likethis.

Khwezi:youwon'tleavemeSiphosethu,no

matterwhatandIwon'tleaveyou.



Iknowhe'sreallyangrywhenhecallsmebymy

secondname.HiseyesareturningredandI'm

startingtogetscared.

Me:ok.

Khwezi:soyou'llstayathome?

Me:I'llthinkaboutit.

Hesitsdownandholdsmerealtight.
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LwethucriesandIamguessinghe'shungry.He

eatsalotlately.SoImoveawayfromKhwezi

andattendtomybaby.Ifeedhimthengo

downstairstocooksupper.It'spast5already.

Khwezi:I'llordersomething.

Me:noIhavetogetusedtothis.I'llbehomeall

thetime.

HefrownsandIdon'tcare.Imakemacand

cheese.Andby7I'mdone.



IservethemthenIsitdowntoeat.

Enzo:I'mnotgoingtoschooltomorrow.

Me:ohh.

Khwezi:youdon'thavetobesocold.

Me:I'mnotcold.

Ifinisheatingthenwashthedishes.Ineededto

callmymomandaskheraboutthishousewife

thing.MymomwasgoingtoretiresoonandI

hadtosupporther.

Igotothestudyandcallmymom.

Mom:babyhowareyou?

Me:I'mnotokaywena?

Mom:I'mok.Whatsupbaby?

Me:pleasecomevisit.

Mom:when?

Me:soonmamaIneedyou.

Istarttearingup.



Mom:okbabyI'monmyway.

Me:ok.

IhangupandtheminuteIturn,Khweziis

standingbythedoor.

Khwezi:what'sup?

Iwipemytearsandhewalkscloser.

Khwezi:talktome.

Me:nothingIjustneedmymom.

Khwezi:what'swrong?

Me:I'llspeaktomymom.

HewalksoutandIgowaitinthelounge.After

about3hoursacarhootsandIgoopenforher.

ShedrivesinandIjustrushtoherandthrow

myselftoher.

Mom:whatswrong?

Me:comeinside.

WewalkinsideandImaketeaforher.Andjuice



formyself.

Mom:what'swrong?

Me:KhwezisaysIshouldstopworking.

Mom:why?

Me:apparentlyhecanafforditandIhaveduties

asawife.

Mom:thenyouhavetoobeyyourhusband.

Me:no.Whathappenswhenyouretireorwhat

happenswhenhedecidestoleaveme?

Mom:you'redoubtingthelovehehasforyou

andyou'redoubtingGod.

Me:yousoundjustlikehim.

Mom:becauseit'strue.There'salotyoucando

besideswork.

Me:letmegotobed.You'llsleepintheguest

room.Theonedownthepassage.

IwalkupstairsandKhweziisfastasleepsoI

joinhim.IwakeupafewtimestofeedLwethu.



Khweziwakesupat6andIalsogetuptobath

Enzo.

Enzo:I'mnotgoingtoschool.

Me:ok.

Ifinishbathingherthengodownstairstomake

breakfastforeveryone.Khweziandmymom

walkin.Hecomesovertomeandkissesmy

cheek.

Khwezi:morningbaby.

Me:morning.

IserveeveryoneandIgotakeashower.Justso

Idon'tcauseanotherfight,getdressedinmy

makotiattireandheaddownstairs.Khweziand

Enzohaveleft.MymomisbusywithLwethu.

Me:areyoustayingover?

Mom:yesmylove,I'llleaveonWednesday.

Me:ok.Ijusthavetogomeetmywedding

plannerthenhavelunchwithafriendandI'llbe



back.ShouldItakeLwethuwith?

Mom:noI'llbebored.

Me:ok.

Itakemycarkeysandleave.Drivetomy

weddingplannerinBeaconBay.Ichoosethe

decorandcakesandeverything.Khwezican't

beheresoI'llbedoingeverythingonmyown.

AfterthewholeplanningIwenttoVincentto

meetwithZim.Wewerehavinglunch.

Zim:themakotiofthehour.Youlookstunning.

Me:thanksmylove.

Zim:howareyou?

Me:perfectyou?

Zim:good.Sowhat'sbotheringyou?

Me:thiswholehousewifething.

Shelaughs.

Zim:lethimcontrolyoujustthisonce.Afterthis

don'teverletithappen.Babythesemenhavea



rule,yougetmarriedtothemyoudon'twork,

theyprovideforyou.You'remakingKhwezifeel

weak.

Me:butZim,Idon'twanttodependonhim.

Whatifheleavesme.

Zim:AndaandIaren'tmarried,hegivesme

allowanceeverymonthandIsavehalfofitfor

dayslikethat.SowheneverheleavesmeI'll

havesomethingtofallbackonplusIhavemy

degree.AndKhweziwouldneverleaveyou.

Me:andhowdoyouknow?

Zim:justtrusthim.

Me:andIthinkhe'scheating.

Zim:don'tconfronthimtillyougetevidence.

Me:hedoesn'ttouchmeanymore.

Zim:Mbaliheprobablygetstired.

Me:heworksfrom8to4whatcouldpossibly

tirehimout.Unlesshegetsitfromsomewhere



else.

Zim:yho.Babethat'shectic.

Me:ifIeverfindoutheis.I'llruinhim.

Zim:andI'llhelpyou.

Wefinisheatingandshepaysthebillandwe

driveourseparateways.Igethomeat3andI'm

exhausted.

Mom:I'vealreadystartedcooking.

Me:ok.

Mom:howdidtheweddingplanninggo?

Me:itwentwell.

Igotakeamininapthenat4Iwakeupand

takeashowerthenmypjs.

Khweziwalksin.

Khwezi:mybeautifulwife.Howwasyourday?

Me:good.

Khwezi:andtheweddingplanning?



Me:itwentwell.

Khwezi:I'mglad.

Me:uhmKhwezi,Ithoughtaboutwhatyousaid

andI'llstayathomeandbetheperfect

housewife.

HelooksatmelikeI'vesaidthewrongwords.

Me:ok.Stayathomemomthen.

Khwezi:really?

Me:yeah.Imeanyoudidsayyoucanafford

andplusIhavetoobey.

Hesmiles.

Khwezi:Iwishmymomwasheretoseehow

lovelyyouare.

Ilookawayandwalktothedressingtable.I

can'tletKhwezifindoutmydadkilledhis

mom....
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KhweziandIareongoodterms.AndIrealized

I'mactuallybeingstupidthinkinghe'scheating.

Hespendsallhistimewithhisfamilyoratwork.

SoitApril,theSaturdayofthewedding.It's

weirdhowtimeflies.Lastyearthistimewe

werecelebratingamonthtogetherandnowwe

aregettingmarried.

I'matmydadsplacegettingdressed.

MymomandAmandaareciviljustfortoday.

Mymomhelpsmegetdressed.Thenmymake

upladyarrives.Shedoesmyhairandmakeup.

Mom:youlookbeautifulbaby.

Me:thankyou.

Mydressisawhiteboobtubedmermaiddress,

withlotsofrafflesatthebottomandalongveil.

Myhairisinamessybun.

Amanda:aren'tyouhungry?

Me:canIjusthavemuesli.



Amanda:I'llgogetitforyou.

Sherushesdownstairsandit'sjustmeandmy

mom.

Mom:Iwon'tsayalot,butIjustwantyouto

makemeproud.

Me:Iwill.

Mom:alwaysobeyyourhusbandanddon't

makehimfeelsmall.Ihopethatwasthelast

timeyoucalledmewithaproblem.Nexttime

dealwithitonyourown.

Inod.

AmandawalksinandIhavemybreakfast.She

helpsmewithmyshoesthenmymomfeeds

Lwethu.Mybabyisalready5months.

Sibawalksinandshelooksstunning.Dressed

inherroyalbluedress.She'smymaidofhonor

andZim,Buhle,ChumaandAphiwearethe

bridesmaids.ThebestmanisAndawith

Samkelo,Libo,SbuandNathanbeingthe



groomsmen.

Siba:ohmyGod,Mbaliyoulookgorgeous.

Me:thanks.

Siba:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mokjustnervous.

We'realreadyrunninglatesoweleave

immediatelywhenI'mdone.

WegettothechurchandIstartgettingnervous.

Thereisnoturningback.

Thegirlswalkdowntheaislefirstandit'sjust

meandmydad.

Dad:youknowyoucanalwaysturnback.

Me:Iknow.

Dad:wecanruntogether.

Me:nah,Iwanttogetthisdone.

Dad:you'llalwaysbemybaby,Ihopeyouknow

that.



Me:Ido.

Hekissesmyforeheadandwewalkin,my

stomachisinknots.

Khwezilooksabsolutelystunninginhisblack

tux.Hesmileswhenheseesme.

Wefinallyarriveandmydadhandsmeover.My

tearsstartbuildingup.

Istandandheholdsmyhandswhilethepastor

preachesbeforeweexchangeourvows.

Pastor:Khweziyoucangofirst.

Helooksatmethensmiles.

Khwezi:Wemetinaveryunusualway.Then

youdecidedtoaskmeout.

ThepeoplelaughedandIwassoembarrassed.

Khwezi:we'vebeenthroughhellbutwemadeit

outalive.IlovedyoufromtheveryfirstdayI

sawyoubutyoucouldn'twaittogetyourclaws

insideme*Igiggle*.Iloveyoutoomuch.Thank



youforthebeautifulgiftyougaveme.I

appreciateit.Thankyouforlovingmeatmy

worstandatmyhighest.Fromthisdaygoing

forwardIvowtobealovinghusband,fatherand

brother.Iwillalwaysrespectyourwishesand

putwordsintoaction.Ipromisetoloveyouat

yourlowestandappreciateyoualways,totreat

youasanequal,alwaysbehonestnomatter

what.Iloveyou.

BythetimehefinishesIamsoemotional,I

can'teventhinkofanythingtosay.

Me:You'vesaidmostofthestuffIwasplanning

tosay.Asyoualwayssay,greatmindsthink

alike.BabyIwasn'texpectingtobeyoursso

soonbutithappenedandI'mglad.Iwantyouto

beproudtocallmeyourwife.Neverdisappoint

youinanyway.IknowIcanbedramaticand

hardheadedsometimesbutI'mwillingto

change.Ipromisetoloveandcareforyouand

ourchildren.Beasupportiveandlovingwife.

Standbyyoualways.Iwon'tpromiseyou



perfectbutIdopromiseyougood.Ashardasit

maybeIwillstandbyyouandwecanworkit

out.I'mnolonger"I"but"we".Fromtodaywe're

ateam.Ipromisetoobeyandsubmittoyou

always.

Ican'tgoanyfurtherbecauseofthetears.We

exchangeringsandsoontheceremonyisover.

Theweatherisnotsopleasantbutwetakea

fewpicturesatthebeachthenatthegarden.

Afterallthatwerushtoreceptionandeveryone

sharestheirspeeches.Bythetimeit'smidnight

wearealreadyboardingourplaneto

Mozambique.That'swereourhoneymoonwas.

Wespent2weeksthencameback.Imissedmy

kidstoomuchthatIwasn'tevenenjoyingthe

holidayanymore...
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Wegotbackfromourhoneymoonandwentto

ourhome.



Khwezi:whenarewefetchingthekids?

Me:later.

Itwas11onaSaturdaymorning.

Wespentthemorningunpackingandcleaning.

Thenat3wewenttofetchourkidsfrommy

place.Weparkoutsideandwalkin.Inever

knocksoIjustopenthedoor.

Me:family!!

Khweziwasholdingmyhandthewholetime.

Dad:we'reattheback!!

Wewalktothebackandtheyarehavinglunch.

EnzorunstoKhweziwhileIgohugtherestof

thefamily.

Amanda:youlooksobeautiful,you'vegained

too.

Me:it'sonlybeentwoweeks.

Libo:alotcanhappenin2weeks.

Dad:andyouknowthatfromexperience.So



howwasthehoneymoon?

Welookateachandsmile.

Libo:nihambeekhaya.

Welaugh.

Me:thehoneymoonwasgreatactually.We

traveledalot,partiedandeverythingelse.

Nathan:trustKhweziwhenitcomestoparties.

Welaugh.

Dad:thisisprobablythelasttimeyouseeme.

Me:why?

Dad:mission201,yourhusbandwillexplain

everythingtoyou.

Me:howlongwillyoubegone?

Dad:averylongtime,4to5months.

Me:atleastyouwon'tmissmybirthday.

Hechuckles.

Me:butseriouslythough,I'llmissyou.Canwe



skype?

Dad:notreallybutasIsaidyourhusbandwill

explain.

Me:ok.

Khwezi:ismydadalsogoing?

Dad:yeahitsjusttheoldmenthistime.I

couldn'tallowyouguystogo.Especiallysince

oneofyoujustgotmarriedtomydaughter.

ThiscouldonlymeanthatKhwezialsogoeson

thesemissionsandhe'snevertoldmeonce.

WetalkforsometimethenAmandahelpsme

packforthekids.MydadandIhaveamoment.

I'manemotionalwrecksoIcryovereverything.

Dad:it'snotdangerous,trustme.Imightbe

backsooner.

Me:whenareyouleaving?

Dad:Mondaynight.

Me:I'llmakelunchtomorrowthen,forthewhole



family.Soyoucanhaveapropersendof.

Dad:thankyoubaby.

Hekissesmyforeheadthenweleave.

Khwezi:you'resuchacrybaby.

Me:whatifhedies.

Khwezi:hewon't.It'snotsodangerous.

Inod.

Khwezi:plusonedayit'llbemyturn.

Me:pleaselet'snottalkaboutthat.

Khwezi:we'regoingtomydad.

Me:ok.

Enzo:daddywhatarewehavingforsupper?

Khwezi:youshouldaskmommythat.

Shejustlooksatme.

Me:daddywillordersomething.

Khwezi:Lwethuissoquiet.



Ilookathimandhe'sfastasleepwithhis

poutedlips.

Wearriveathisplaceandwalkedinsidewith

Lwethuinmyarms.Thedoorimmediately

opensandit'shisdadwhichisweird.Chuma

usuallyopens.

Wegreetthengotothelounge.

Khwezi:where'sChuma?

K'dad:lockedinherbedroom.

Me:letmegocheckonher.

Iwalkupstairsandknockandshelet'smein.

She'sreadingabook.

Me:hey.

Chuma:hey,youguysareback.

Me:yeah.Afewhoursago.

Chuma:howwasit?

Me:greatactually.How'smatrictreatingyou?



Chuma:stressfulbutnothingIcan'thandle.

Me:good.Havingapositivemindsetisgood.

Khweziandhisdadwalkin.

Khwezi:Chumastartpacking.

Ilookathim.

Khwezi:shecan'tstayalonewhilewe'refamily.

Me:ohyou'realsoleaving.Comelet'spack.

IplaceLwethuonthebedthenwestartpacking.

At7weleave.

Me:whatarewehavingforsupper?

Enzo:samequestionIasked.

Me:Chumawhatwouldyouliketoeat?

Chuma:Ijustwantachickensalad.

WedrivetoSteers,buyburgersandherchicken

saladthenwedrivebackhome.Everyoneeats

thenwegotobed.Lwethuisinbetweenus.

Khwezi:Lwethushouldsleepinthenursery.



Me:babyyou'resomean,it'sjustoneday.

Khwezi:butIwantyounexttome.

Me:Iam.

Khwezi:ha.ahe'sgoingtohisroom.

SohestandsupandtakesLwethutohisroom,

comesbackandcuddlesonme.Wefallasleep.

Iwakeupthenextdaytakealongshower,wear

denimshortsandasportsbrathenmyapron.

Igodownstairsthenplaymusicandstart

cookinglunch.Ihavetooutdomyselfbecause

alotofpeoplearecomingover.

Khweziwalksin.

Khwezi:MrsNgoma.

Me:MrNgoma.

Hekissesmepassionatelythenplacesmeon

thekitchencounter.Wearesodeepinitwhen

Enzowalksin.

Enzo:ohhhkk.



KhwezicarriesonthenIpullout.

Me:heybaby.

Enzo:sies!

Khwezi:sorry.Baby,AndaandZimarealso

comingover.

Ifrown.

Me:Thiswasforourparentsonly.

Khwezi:butoneoftheoldmenkindoftoldhim

andAndaislikeabrothertome.

Me:I'mnotagainsthimcoming,sochillandget

meoffhere.

Hechucklesandputsmedown.

Enzo:breakfast?

Me:comingrightup.

Enzo:awufish.enje.

Me:allowme,thisismyhouse.

IpourcerealforthemthemIcarryoncooking.I



gocheckonLwethuandKhwezifeedshim.Ino

longerbreastfeedsinceI'vebeengonefortoo

long.Hegotusedtoformula.

Me:EnzopleasegocallChuma.

Sherunsupstairsandcomesbackshortly.

Enzo:she'sshowering.

Inodandcarryon.By12I'mdoneandthetable

isset.Khwezi'sdadarrivesfirstandIgochange

intosomethingdecent.BythetimeIgetback

mostofthefamilyisthere.

Me:afternoonfamily.

Amanda:youlookstunning.

Iamdressinblackbelowthekneebodycon

dress.Thatslaceyatthetop.Andmymaroon

heels.

Me:thankyou.Youcanserveyourselves.

Theydothatandeveryonestartsdiggingin.

Dad:andsincewhendoyoucookdelicious



food?

Libo:samequestionIwasabouttoask.

Khwezi:mywifecancook.

Me:tellthem.

Anda:youshouldteachafewpeople.

Welaugh.

Me:don'tyoudare.Thisismyfriendwe're

talkingabout.

Zim:lethimmakefunofmycooking.We'llsee

whowilllaughlast.

Me:tellhim.Chumayou'resoquiet.

Chuma:I'mnot.

Wewalktothekitchentogetherandshestarts

crying.Iholdherrealtight.

Me:whatswrong?

Chuma:Khweziisgoingtokillme.

Me:hewon'ttrustme.



Chuma:I'mpregnant.

Ifreezeandjustcomforther.Khweziisreally

goingtokillsomeone...
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AftercomfortingChumashefinallycalmed

downandshelookedatme.

Me:justgoliedownok?I'llhandleyourbrother.

Shenodsandwalksaway.Iletoutasighand

gobacktothediningarea.

Libo:whathappenedtoChuma?

Me:shewenttoliedown.

HelooksatNathanandthebothhaveastraight

faceafterwards.IamconcernedbutIwon't

entertainit.TheystartleavingandIwashthe

disheswithKhwezihelpingme.

Khwezi:whenlastdidyouspeaktoyourfriends?

Me:I'vebeenbusysincewegotback.



Khwezi:yeahInoticed.Butdon'tpushthem

aside.

Me:Iwon't.

IwanttotellhimbutI'mscaredsoIletitrest.

.

ThenextdayChumareturnsfromschoolwith

EnzoandKhwezi.Lwethuisinthenursery.

Me:shouldIrunabathforyou?

Khwezi:I'lltakeashowerbeforewesleep.

Inodandwewalktoourbedroom.

Me:howwasyourday?

Khwezi:verylongbutok.

Me:ok.

HetakeshisshoesoffthenIgetcloser.

Me:Uhmthere'ssomethingIneedtotalktoyou

about.

Helooksatmeveryattentively.



Me:uhmIdon'twantyougettingangry.Well

youhaveeveryrighttobebutpleasedon'tdo

anythingstupid.

Khwezi:justtellmewhat'sgoingon.

Me:uhmChumaispregnant.

Helooksatmethenchuckles.

Khwezi:asinmysister?

InodandhegetsupbutIstophim.

Khwezi:letgoofme.

Me:babyyouaren'tthinkingstraight.You'll

regretthis,justtalktoherlikeanormaladult.

Hebreathesthengoessitdownandhecallsher.

ChumawalksinandstandsbythedoorwhileI

sitonKhwezi'slap.

Khwezi:youhavesomethingtotellme.

Chuma:itwasanaccident.

Khwezi:ChumahowmanytimesdidAphiwe

andItellyouaboutcondoms?IwaitedtillIwas



28tohavemyfirstbornandyouaren'teven18

yetandyou'repregnant.

Chuma:I'msorry.

Ikeeprubbinghisbacktocalmhimdown.

Khwezi:doyouevenknowwhothefatheris?

Shenods.

Khwezi:Iexpectaname.

Chuma:Libo.

Us:Libo!?

Khweziisnowfuming.

Khwezi:LiboasinMbali'sbrother?

ShenodsandIjustcovermymouth.Idon't

knowwhenbutI'monthebedandKhwezihas

slappedher.

Khwezi:he'soldenoughtobeyoubigbrother.

She'sintearsandIfeelsorryforher.Heopens

thedoorthenleaves.



.

Khwezi..

Iamangry.HowcouldLibodothistomybaby

sister?Chumaisnoteven18yetandhereshe

ispregnantwith29yearoldschild.Tomake

mattersworse,Chumagrewupinfrontofhim

andhetreatedherlikehisbabysisterandnow

thathefeelslikeit,hemakesherpregnant.

Iamusingmywife'scarsoIhavethehouse

keys.Iopenthegateandwalkinthefrontdoor

tohisroom.HeispacingupanddownandI'm

assumingChumatoldhim.Ipunchhimandhe

fallstotheground.Ipunchhimseveraltimestill

IseebloodthenIstopandgetup.

Me:Libongwehowcouldyou?Howcouldyou

dothistome?

Libo:Ineverforcedher.

Ipunchhimagain.

Libo:let'stalklikeadultsmahnKhwezi.



Idon'thavetimeforhisnonsense.

Me:whatwereyouthinking?

Libo:Chumaisoldenoughtomakeherown

decisionsandshechosemeandIchoseher

too.We'reinloveandwehaveagoodthing

goingon.

Theangerinsidemebuildsup.Howcouldhebe

socalmafterhedidthistome.

Me:you'reenjoyingthisaren'tyou?

Libo:I'mnotenjoyinganything.Itiswhatitis.

Ibreathe.

Libo:I'mnotfightingyou.Let'sfixthislike

brothersandallofuswillbehappy.

Me:myfamilywon'tallowthismadness.

Libo:thenwe'llhavetokillthemtoo.

HeissocalmandIamirritated.

Me:meaning?.....



.

Mbali...

It'salreadydarkoutsideandI'veputthekidsto

bed,justwaitingforKhweziinthelounge.He's

beengonefortoolongandI'mworried.It'safter

9andthedooropens.Heentersaftersome

time.

Me:wherehaveyoubeen?

HesmellsofalcoholandIamnervous.I've

neverseenKhwezidrunk.Hegetsclosertome.

Khwezi:tellmeMbali,doyoureallylovemeor

areyouguilty?

Me:youknowIloveyou.

Khwezi:Iactuallydon't.HowcouldyouMbali?

Me:whatdidIdo?

HeslapsthelifeoutofmeandIjustholdmy

cheek.It'sburning.

Me:ouch!



Heholdsmebymygownandthrowsmeonthe

floorandhestartskickingmeslappingme.

Khwezi:youwatchedmemournmymother,

kepttellingmeI'dfindherkillersmeanwhileyou

knewyourfatherdidthis.Howevilcanyoube?

Heliftsmeupbymygownandheholdsme

closetohim.

Khwezi:I'llkillyouMbaliNgoma.Iwillkillyou

andfeedyoutoyourfamily.

Hethrowsmeonthecouchandhewalksaway.

Iamintearsandscaredfordearlife...
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Itouchmynoseandthere'sblood.Ireachfor

myphoneandcallmydadanditringstovoice

mail.Itryagainandit'sthesameresult.Idon't

giveup,afterthethirdtimeheanswers.

Dad:MbaliIambusy.



Ijustletitallout.

Dad:whatswrong?

Me:hehitmedad.Hehitmeoverandover

again.

Dad:thatbastard...

Hehungup.

Icheckedthetimeanditwasafter11.Iwalked

totheguestroomdownstairsandtookabath.I

neededittosoothemybody.Iworeagown

thenslept.

ThenextmorningIwokeuptoaloudnoiseIgot

upandwalkedtothelounge.Mydadand

Khweziwerearguing.Hereallymadeaquick

youturn.

Dad:whogaveyoutherighttotouchmy

daughter?

Khwezilookedatmeandhewasfuming.

Dad:KhwezianswermebeforeIkillyou.



Hegetscloserandholdshimbyhisshirt

againstthewall.Hepuncheshimafewtimes

thenstrangleshim.

Dad:thisismydaughternotapunchingbag.

Hepullsagunandpointsittohishead.

Dad:whatdoyouhavetosay?

Khwezi:RayI'msorry.Youdon'thavetodothis.

Iwasdrunkandangry.

Me:dadjustlethimgo.

HeisabouttopullthetriggerwhenIscream.I

couldn'tlethimdothat.Wemayhavehadour

fightbutIcouldn'thatehimoverthat.

Helet'sgoofhimandmovesclosertome.

Dad:onlybecauseyouaskedmeto.

Me:it'sfine.

HeisabouttoleavewhenIstophim.

Me:dadI'mleavingwithyou.



Khwezi:Aluyoudon'thavetoleave.

Idon'tcarewhathesays,butIamleaving.

Iwalkupstairsandpackafewclithesfor

myselfandmydaughterthenIheadtothe

nurseryandpackLwethu'sbag.Iwalk

downstairswithhimandmydadtakesmystuff

tomycar.

Khwezi:MbaliI'msorry,Iwasangry.

Iwalkupstairsandhefollowsme.

Khwezi:Mbalipleasedon'tleave.

IcarryEnzodownstairsandweleave.Mydadis

driving,apparentlyafriendbroughthimover.

WegethomeandIstayinthecarwhilemydad

takeseverythinginside.Libowalkstomycar

andheimmediatelyhugsme.

Libo:I'msosorrysis.Ifitwasn'tformybig

mouth,you'dbeathomewithyourhusband.

Me:it'sokLibo.Hewasgoingtofindout

anyway.



IcouldneverbeangryatLibo.Heismybrother

andheshowedmewhoKhwezireallyis.Iwon't

leavehim,it'snotevensomethingI'mthinking

about.Ijustneedtimeawayfromhim.

Libo:it'snotokayMbali.

Me:Liboitis.We'llgetthroughthisand

probablyforgetiteverhappened.

Henodsthenletsgoofme.Iwalkinsideandgo

tomybedroom.Forthefirsttimesincethis

incidentIlookmyselfinthemirrorandmyleft

eyeisbadlybruised.Myfaceisswollenandmy

wholebodyhurts.Igodownstairsforbreakfast

thenItakemypillsandimmediatelypassout.

It'sthethirddaysinceI'vecomehomeandI'm

healingperfectly.Khwezihasbeencallingnon-

stopbutseriouslyIdon'tcare.Ineedtimeaway

fromhim.Mydadleftagainsoitwasjust

Amandaandmybrothers.

It'sFridaymorningandIhaveadatewithZim.

She'stheonlypersonItoldaboutthewhole



incident.IknowSibaismybestfriendbutI

can'treallyopenupaboutotherstufftoher

withouthavingtorevealeverything.

Itakeashower,getdressedinjeansandaoff

shoulderbodysuitwithmyblackstiletto.Ilook

toogood.Iwalkdownstairsandhavebreakfast.

AmandaiswithLwethu.She'sbeenhelpingme

withbothLwethuandEnzo.

At11IleaveforVincent.Igetthereandwaitfor

Zim.Sheislateforthefirsttime.

Shearrivesafter30minuteslookingdazzlingas

always.

Zim:I'msorry.

Me:it'sfine.

Weorderandstarteating.

Zim:areyouokay?

Me:yepI'mgettingthere.

Zim:areyousure?



Me:yes.

Zim:don'tyoumisshim?

Me:IdobutIcan'tjustgobacktohimlike

nothinghappened.

Zim:Iknowbabebutyouguysaremarriednow.

Yoican'trunawayeverytimeyouguyshavea

disagreement.Youneedtofixit.

Me:IknowmylovebutIjustneededtimeaway.

Zim:forhowlong?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Zim:mhh.

Wefinisheatingandsheofferstopay.

Zim:I'llgogetmywalletinthecar.

Me:it'sfineZimI'llpay.

Zim:Iinvitedyouandmadeyouwaitsoit'sonly

fair.

Me:ok.



ShegetsupandtheminuteIlookup,Khwezi

walkstowardsme.Ididn'tknowZimhadthatin

her.Shecan'tjustsetmeup.

Khwezi:howareyou?

Me:I'mok.

Khwezi:I'moktoo.UhmcanIsit?

Inodandhesitsoppositeme.

Khwezi:whydon'tyouwanttotalktome?

Me:Idon'thaveanythingtosaytoyounow.

Khwezi:butIwanttoapologize.MbaliIam

sorry,IregretdoingwhatIdid,IreallydobutI

needyoutohearmeout.

Me:ok.

Khwezi:Alu,pleasedon'tdothistome.Ican't

surviveanotherdaywithoutyou.

Me:KhwezicanIaskyouaquestion?

Henods.



Me:ifthetableswereturned.Let'ssayyour

momendedupkillingme,wouldyouhavedone

thesamethingtoher?Ineedyourhonesty.

Helooksatmeforaverylongtimebeforehe

swallowshard.

Me:Iguessthatanswersmyquestion.

Khwezi:IthinkIwouldhavedonethesame

thing.

Me:don'tlie.

Khwezi:I'mbeinghonest.

Me:mhh.Youmadeapromiseinfrontof

hundredsofpeopletoalwaysprotectmenot

evenamonthdownthelineandIneed

protectionfromyou.

Khwezi:forgiveme,thiswon'teverhappen

againIpromise.

Me:Iforgaveyoutheminuteyouletgoofme.I

justneedtimeawayfromyou.



Khwezi:we'remarried.Weneedto

communicate.

Me:wearecommunicating.Justgivemetime.

Henods.

Iwon'tjumpwhenhetellsmeto.Wemaybe

marriedbutIneedtimetobreathebeforeIwalk

intothathouseagain.Iamstillyoungandtrying

tobeagoodwifesothiswillalltaketime...
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Khwezi.

AftermylunchwithMbaliIwenttoseeAnda.

Hewaslikeabrothertomesohe'dknowwhat

tosaytomeattimeslikethese.

Idrivetohisworkplaceandtalktothe



receptionist.

Her:MrNgoma

Shesaysthatwithasmile.

Me:isAndainhisoffice?

Her:yes.

Iwalktohisofficeandhelooksbusy.

Me:MrCEO

Anda:brother.

Me:howareyou?

Isitoppositehimandhelooksatme.

Anda:howdidthelunchgo?

Me:Idon'tknow,shesayssheneedstimeaway

fromme.

Anda:and?

Me:AndaIcan'tgivehertime.Ineedmyfamily

back.

Anda:tobehonestIthinkyouneedhelp.You



didthesamethingtoZintlesomanytimes.

Me:Iknow.IthoughtIhaditallsortedoutafter

ZintlebutIjustlostit.

Anda:youneedtocontrolyourself.Youcan't

beatheraroundeverytimeshedoessomething

wrong.That'swhatendedmymarriageandyou

knowthat.Idon'twantyoutoloseyourwife

becauseofsomethingyouneedhaveprevented.

Inod.ImeanIwasthereforAndawhenhelost

hiswifeandhewasn'tokatall.Heturnedto

alcoholandgirlsandthatnearlydestroyedhim

asapersonbutluckyforhim,hemetZimwho

changedhislifecompletely.Ican'tevenbegin

toimaginemylifewithoutMbaliortowatch

anothermanraisingmysonbecauseIwas

selfish.

Me:okI'llstarttherapy.

Anda:that'sgoodforyoubro.Iappreciatethat

youtakemyadviceseriously.Ahonthebrighter

side,there'sacouplesoutingsoon.Justus



guysandourwomen.

Me:nothingbrightaboutthat.

Anda:hopefullybythenMbaliwillbehome.

Me:Ihopesotoo.

Anda:fightforher.

Me:Iwill.

WesayourgoodbyesandIdecidetogobackto

work.

AfterworkIdrivehomeandmywife'scaris

parkedinthedrivewaywhichisweird.Ipark

andgetinsidethehouse.Mbaliissittingonthe

highchairsdrinkingwine.Myeyesmustbe

deceivingme...

.

Mbali

Idecidedtogobacktomyhouse,Ican'trun

awayforever.

IcantellKhweziisshockedtoseeme.Igetup



andattendtomypots.

Khwezi:you'reback?

Me:yes.

Khwezi:wow.ThankyouAlu,Ipromiseitwon't

happenagain.I'llseeatherapist.

Me:goodthen.

Hesmilesandcomestohugme.Mybody

freezesimmediatelyandheseesitandhe

immediatelypullsout.

Khwezi:I'msorry.

Inod.

Khwezi:isChumaupstairs?

Me:yes.

Shealwayswantstobealonesincethewhole

incidenthappened.

IfinishcookingthenIservesupper.Everyoneis

aroundthetable.



Chuma:uhmIwanttoapologizeforthetrouble

Icaused.Itwasnotmyintention.LiboandIjust

happened.

Me:it'sfine.Itwasgoingtohappenanyway.

ShenodsandIfeedLwethuwhileIfinishoffmy

supper.ChumaandIwashthedishes.

Chuma:wouldIbewrongifI'dconsidergetting

anabortion?

Me:it'syourchoiceandbody.Thebabywillbe

yourresponsibility.Butthepoorbabyis

innocentanditcouldbeyourlast.

Chuma:I'minmatric,Ican'taffordtostresslike

this.

Me:butChumadidithavetobeLibo?

Chuma:itjusthappened.

Me:doyouguysstillcommunicate?

Shenods.

WefinishoffandIgotobed.Khweziwalksin



minuteslater.Hejustputthekidstobed.

Khwezi:I'mtakingabath,wannajoinme?

Inodandhegoestothebathroom.

WeareinthebathtubandI'vetriedtoloosen

up.

Khwezi:uhmMbaliyouknowwhenIfirstmet

youIdidn'twanttointroduceyoutomyother

life.IwasscaredImightloseyoubutyou

acceptedme.

Ijustsmile.

Khwezi:theguysareplanningaweekendaway

forthewholegangandit'sacouplesouting

typeofthing.Areyougame?

I'veonlymetmystepmomandZim.Idon't

knowtheotherwomenatall.Somewereatmy

weddingbutInevergotachancetospeakto

themorgetintroducedtothem.Thiswould

probablymakemeandthemcloseandI'llend

upneglectingmyfriends.Butwe'llcrossthat



bridgewhenwegettoit.

Me:yeahwhynot.

Hesmiles.

HewashesmybagandIwashhisthenweget

outofthebathtubtodryourselves.

Khweziwalksaroundnakedwhichalwaysdoes

thingstomebuttodayIcan'tcontrolmyself.

Afterthiswholedramaweneedsomethingthat

willtakeusbacktowhatweusedtobe.

HewalkstomydirectionandIobviouslymove

closertohim.

Heisstandinginfrontofmeandthingscouldn't

getanyawkward.

Iholdthebackofhisneckwithbothofmy

handsandhelooksmestraightintheeye.Ido

thesame.

Me:makelovetome.

Withoutevenhesitatingheholdsmybuttinhis



handsandhewalksmetothewall.

Thatswhereitusuallyallstarts.Beforeeven

knowinghekissesmesenseless.Heliftsmeup

amdplacesmeagainstthewallwithmylegs

aroundhiswaist.

Khwezi:Imissedyou.

Hedoesn'twvenwaitformetorespondheputs

inafingerandthatimmediatelysentshivers

downmyspine.HeinsertshimselfandIjumpa

bit.

ItisslowandsweetjustexactlywhatIhadin

mind.Hemovesinsidemeandmyeyesrollto

thebackofmyhead.Imissedthissomuch.He

feelsmecomingthenbeforeIexplodehepulls

outandcarriesmetothebed.Heentersme

againandthistimeit'shard.

Iamscreamingandmoaninglikenobodyisin

thehouse.Afterwhatseemslikeforeverweare

bothexhaustedandIamlyingonhischest.



Khwezi:Alu?

Me:mhh?

Khwezi:thankyou.Thankyouforforgivingme.

Me:it'sfineKhwezi.

HekissesthetopofmyheadandIdozeoff...
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IwakeupthenextmorningandIamalonein

bed.Imakethebedthengotakeashower.

AftermyshowerIwearmytight,uggbootsand

mybaggyjersey.

MyphoneringsanditsSiya.Wehaven'tspoken

inawhilesincehetoldmehe'dbeoutoftown

formostweekends.

Me:Siya.

Siya:howareyou?

Me:I'mgoodyou?



Siya:good.UhmI'mintownandI'dliketoknow

ifIcanhaveEnzofortherestoftheweekend.

Me:Enzohasneversleptover.

Siya:shewillhavetodoit,soonerorlater.

Me:definitelynotnow.

Siya:Mbaliyouareraisingmydaughterwith

anothermantheleastyoucoulddoisletme

seeherwheneverIwant.

Me:excuseme!?Iamstillhermotherandwe

hadterms.

Siya:Ihaven'tseenherinweekstheleastyou

coulddoisgivememydaughterfor2days.

Please.

Me:givemeafewminutesI'llgetbacktoyou.

IhangupandIwalkdownstairs.Itsmellsdivine.

Igettothekitchenandthewholefamilyisthere.

Me:goodmorningfamily.

Them:morning.



Chuma:youlookgood.

Me:thanksmylove.

WehavebreakfastandafterbreakfastKhwezi

washesthedishesandIhelphim.

Me:Siyacalled.

Khwezi:mhh?

Me:hewantsEnzotospendtherestofthe

weekendwithhim.

Khwezi:whatdoyousay?

Me:Idon'tknowbabe.Iwashopingyou'dhelp

me.Idon'ttrustthatLelethuwithmydaughter.

Khwezi:doesheknowthat?

Me:Ithinkso.

Khwezi:butyou'rekindofbeingunfair.Siyahas

toliveknowingI'mwithhisdaughtereveryday

andyoucan'tgivehimaweekendwithhis

daughter.

Isigh.He'srightbutit'sdifferent.



IcallSiyaandhesayshe'sonhisway.Idecide

tocallSibaandshedoesn'treply,whichisweird.

IcallBuhleandit'sthesamething.Iguess

they'reangryatmeforneglectingthem.It'snot

likeitwasintentional.

SiyaarrivestofetchEnzoandKhwezihelpsher.

It'safter1andI'mboredsoIgetabottleofred

wineandabook.Iamintheloungereadingmy

bookwhenmyphoneringsandIamhopingit's

myfriendsbutit'sAphiwe.

Me:AP

Aphiwe:mysisterinlaw,howareyou?

Me:goodyou?

Aphiwe:good.Iheardaboutwhathappened

betweenyouandmybrother.I'msorry.

Me:it'sfine.

Aphiwe:KhwezihasaproblembutIknowhe'll

getthroughitwithyou.

Me:onlyifhereallywantstobewithme.



Aphiwe:hedoes.Canyoudomeafavour.

Me:I'mlistening.

Aphiwe:Iwantyouguystolookaftermysister.

Shecan'tstaywithmydadalone.Sheneedsa

motherfigureandIthinkyoucandothat.

Me:sheisfamilysoIwilllookafterher.

Aphiwe:bylookafterherImeanpleasestay

withher.

Me:doesyourbrotherknow?

Aphiwe:notyet.I'llcallhimjustnow.

Me:ok.

WespeakforawhilethenIwatctv.Lwethuis

withhisdadsoI'mfreefortheday.

Istartmakingsupper,cottagepieitis.Iam

reallylazy.KhweziwalksinwithLwethu.

Khwezi:you'rebusy.

Me:Iam.



Khwezi:weshouldgetahelper.

Me:for?

Khwezi:thecleaningandeverything.

Me:andwhatwillIdoallday?

Khwezi:watchTV.

HesmilesandIamirritatedalready.Ican't

spendtherestofmylifewatchingtveveryday.

Wehavesupperandgotobedearly.

Thenextmorningweallwakeupandgoto

church.Yes,Khwezifinallywenttochurch.I've

neverimaginedhimtobethechurchgoerbutI

lefthimwithnochoice.

AfterchurchIdecidetogovisitmyfriend.Siba

hasn'tbeenansweringmycallsforthewhole

weekend.IparkandIgoknock,sheiswith

Buhlesoluckyme.

Me:molweni?

Them:hi.



Me:howareyouguys?

Siba:perfectyou?

Me:I'mok.

Isitdownandtheybothlookatmewhichis

weird.

Me:uhmI'vebeentryingtocallyouguysforthe

wholeweekend.

Buhle:weknow.

Me:oh?

Siba:Mbaliyouhavechanged.Youhavenew

friendsnowandanewlifestyle.Youhardlyhave

timeforus.

Me:Ihavebeenbusy.

Buhle:youalwayshavetimeforZim.

Me:thatisnottrue.

Siba:Iknewyou'dsaythat.

Me:Iamamotheroftwo,Ijustgotbackfrom



myhoneymoon.I'vehadproblemstodealwith.

Theyarebothquiet.

Me:youhavetounderstandI'mmarriednow

andIcan'tdosomeofthestuffweusedtodo

together.

Buhle:weknowthat.ButMbaliyou're

neglectingus.We'vebeentogetherforsolong

andnowthatyoumeetnewpeopleyouneglect

us.

Irollmyeyes.Idon'treallyhavetimefor

everything.

Me:I'msorrythen.I'llspendallthetimeIhave

withyouguys.

Theysmileandwehugandcontinuechatting.

Buhle:soyou'retellingmeLiboleftmefora17

yearold.

Welaughed.

Siba:yhothatshectic.AndwhatdidKhwezisay?



Me:allIcantellyouisLiboishealing.

Buhle:wow.Istillcan'tbelievethis.

Me:butBuhleyoupushedhimaway.Youcan't

blamehim.Hebeggedforsolongandguyslike

himdon'tdothat.Sohemovedon.

Siba:wouldhetakeyoubackthough?

Me:Idon'tknowbythelooksofthingshe's

happywithChuma.

Buhle:ouch!

Me:sorry.

WechatforafewminutesandIdecidetocallit

aday.Ihavetocooksupper.AndplusIdidn't

havelunchwithmyfamilywhichis

unacceptable.

SoIdrivetoSparandbuymilktartthenIdrive

home.MyphoneringsandIdon'trecognizethe

number.

Me:hello.



"Heymylove.UhmMbaliIloveyouokay?No

matterwhathappensjustknowthat,okmylove?

I'vealwayslovedyouandI'lldielovingyou."

Iamintearsnotknowingwhatthiscallmeant.I

can'tlosehimnow.Noo...Ispeedhome....
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Igethomeandrushinside.KhwezihasLwethu

onhischestandheisreadingabook.

Me:Khwezi!!

Khwezi:shh.I'vejustputhimtosleep.

Me:it'simportant.Ineedmydad.Ineedtoget

towhereheis.

Khwezi:why?

HeputsLwethuonthecouchandcomestome.

Me:hecalled.Ithinkhe'sindanger.

Khwezi:youcan'tgothere,it'snotsafe.



Me:Khweziyoutoldmeit'snotdangerous.Why

can'tIgo?

Khwezi:babyyoucan'tgothere.You'lldie.And

whatdoyouexpectmetotellourkids?

Ikeepquiet.

Khwezi:MbaliIknowyou'rethinkingofgoing

againstmywordbutIwon'tletyou.

Me:I'llgotakeanap.

Iwalkupstairs.Ican'tjustwaitformydadtobe

declareddead.IcallLibo,Iknowforafactthat

he'llhelpme.

Libo:sister.

Itellhimthewholestory.

Libo:woah.Uhmoklet'sleavetonightat6.We'll

gettherebeforemidnight.

Me:Uhmokaythen.

Libo:I'llpickyouup.

Ihangupandtakeanap.Iwakeupat5when



Libocalls.Iruntothekitchenandleave.The

minuteIenterwedriveoff.

Libo:Khweziisgoingtohateme.

Me:hewillhavetounderstandLibo.

Libo:wecouldhavesenthelp.

Me:LibongweIwanttobethereformydad.

Wegettotheairportandboardtheprivatejet.

It'smyfirsttimeandIcan'tcherishhemoment.

TheminutewetakeoffIsendKhwezia

message.

.

Its23:30andwearriveatNairobi.Wewalkout

andacarisalreadywaitingforus.Wedriveto

thishugedesertedhouse.Therearesecurity

guardseverywhere.Ihavesomanymissed

callsfromKhwezisoIgetbacktohim.

Khwezi:woman,whydoyouhavetobeso

stubborn?Iamworriedsickaboutyou.



Me:I'msorrybutIhadtodoit.

Khwezi:whatdoyouknowMbali.Iswearifyou

dieIwon'tevenbothertoburyyou.

IwanttolaughbutIholditin.He'sreallyangry.

Me:sorry.

Ihangupandwewalkintothehouse.Khwezi's

dadnoticedmefirstandmydadislyingonthe

smallbed.

Me:daddy.

Iruntohimandheisangrytoseeme.

Dad:Mbali'entlewhatthehellareyoudoing

here?

Me:youscaredme.

K'dad:youaren'tallowedtobehere.

Me:Ihadtoseemydad.

Iscanhisbodyandhehasabandageonhis

stomach.



Dad:MbaliIwantyoutogobacktoSouthAfrica

andforgetthisplace.

Me:butdadyouscaredmehowwasI

supposedtofocusafterwhatyousaid?Ijust

foundyou,Ican'tloseyounow.

K'dad:theothermenareprobablyontheirway

theycan'tfindherhere.

Me:I'llleave.

MydadisstillangrybutIdon'tcare.

LiboandIareabouttowalkoutwhenwehear

tyresscreechingoutsideandthengunshots.I

holdontomybrother.

K'dad:Libodon'tjuststandthere,findanexit.

HepullsmetothebackbutIstandinfrontof

mydadwhoknowhasaguninhishandanda

bulletproofvest.

Me:daddypleasedon'tleaveme.Istillneedyou.

Helooksatmeandhiseyessoften.Icantell



he'snolongerangry.

K'dad:Alunamidago!Nx

Mydadholdsmyhandsandkissesmy

foreheadthenthedooropens.Libopullsmeto

thebackbutthatdooralsoopens.Theyare

holdinghugeguns.Inearlypeemyself.

Guy:down!!

IwanttoliedownbutLiboholdsmetight.

Libo:don't..

Hesaysthatinawhisper.

Ialreadyhavetearsstreamingdownmyface.

SomethinghitsmyfeetandLibopicksupagun

andhestartsshooting.Iambehindhimand

scaredfordearlife.Bulletsareflying

everywhere.Afterwhatseemslikeforeverthere

areafewdeadbodiesandIamintearsholding

ontoLibo.

SomeoneholsmefrombehindandIknowit's



mydad.HehugsmerealtightandIcryinhis

arms.

Me:I'msorry.

Dad:it'sfinemyangel.It'sallovernow.We'll

bothbegoinghometomorrowok?

Inod.

Wewalkouttogether.Andhetakesmetoacar

andheisdriving.

Dad:yaziuyaphapha.

It'ssoweirdwhenhespeaksXhosa.

Me:mxm.

Dad:youcouldhavedied.

Me:andKhwezialreadytoldmeifIdiehewon't

buryme.

Hechuckles.

Dad:KhweziandIshouldteachyouafewstuff,

youneedtoknowhowtodefendyourself.



Me:ahno.

Dad:I'mtellingyouMbali.MarryingKhwezi

comeswithstufflikethis.Youhavetobe

prepared.

Me:uhokthendaddy.

Wearriveatthehotelandwecheckin.It'sgoing

tobetough...
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WewakeupinthemorningandIshowerand

wearthesameclothes.

Dad:we'llhavebreakfastinthejet.

Inodandweleave.Wegettotheairportandall

themenarethereincludingmybrother.

Igotothejetandhavebreakfastwhiletheysort

outallthethingstheyneed.

By8wehaveleftandIcan'twaittogethome.I

fallasleeponourwaybackbecausethemen



areonabouttheirmission.

WearriveinEastLondonandadrivertakesme

home.IamsoscaredofwhatKhweziwould

say.

Ibuzzandaftersometimethegateopens.I

openthedoorandwalkinside.

IknowKhweziishomebecausehiscaris

parkedinthedriveway.

IwalktothestudyandheiswithBuhle.The

minuteIenterhisfacechanges.

Me:hello.

Buhle:heybabe.

Khwezi:Buhlegobuyuslunch.Mycarkeysare

inthekitchen.

ShewalksoutandleavesmewithKhwezi.He

waitstillhehearsthecardriveoutbeforehe

getsup.

Khwezi:caretoexplain.



Me:Iamsosorry.Iwasn'tthinkingstraight..

Khwezi:damnrightyouweren'tthinking.Mbali

youdorealizethatifyouhaddiedI'dhaveto

raiseourkidsalone.

Me:I'msorry.

Khwezi:mmh.Ireallywasn'tgoingtoburyyou.

Ikeepquiet.

Khwezi:don'teverdothatagain.Everagain...

Hegetsclosertomepushingmeagainstthe

table.

Khwezi:doyouunderstand?

Inod.

Hekissesmeroughlyandhepullsbackfast.

BeforeIknowitheistakingoffmyjeans.

Pushesmeonthedeskandhejustenterswith

noforeplay.Heisfastandrough.Hisfacetells

mehewon'tstopanytimesoon.Iamscreaming

andmoaning.Hegoesindeepereachtime.I



amevenapologizing.IfeelanorgasmsoIhold

ontohimandhedecidestopullout.Ouch!He

picksmeupthenhelpsmegetdressed.

Me:Khweziwhydidyoudothat?

Hesmilesthensitsdownandcontinueswith

hiswork.Ilaughindisbeliefthenwalkout.

Khwezi:Alu!

Iturntolookathim.

Khwezi:in30minutesorsoournewhelperwill

behere.

Me:andwhodidyoutell?

Khwezi:youweren'thereso...

InodthenwalkoutbumpingintoBuhle.

Buhle:aren'tyouhavinglunchwithus?

Me:Ijustneedtotakeashower.

Buhle:ok.

Iwalkupstairsandtothenurseryfirst.Lwethu



isfastasleepasalways.Ikisshisforehead

thenIgotakeashower.Iwearmycropped

jeans,blacklaceytopandpushins.Iwalkback

toLwethuthencarryhimdownstairs.

IswitchonthetvthenIwatchsomereality

shows.It'snearly4already.Khweziwalksin

andkissesmycheekwhilehestandsbehind

me.

Khwezi:I'mdroppingBuhlehomeandfetching

Enzoandthehelper.

Ijustnod.

Khwezi:stillmadatme?

Ishakemyheadnoandhechuckles.

Khwezi:I'llsortyououtlater.

Me:neversaidIneededthat.

Helaughs.

Khwezi:Iknowyoudomylove.I'llbebackok?

Hekissesmycheekagainthenleaves.Buhle



didn'tevencometosayshe'sleavingbutI'm

notcomplaining.

SoKhwezicomesbackwithbothEnzoandthe

helper.Shehassomanybags.Hernameis

NondumisofromLusikisiki.Shesinher30'ssoI

won'tmindleavingherwithmykids.

Apparentlyhermotherusedtoworkforthe

Ngoma's.ShelookslikesomeoneIcantrustso

Idon'tmindhavingheraround.

.

June..

It'sthebeginningofJuneandit'saThursday.

Thedayweleavefortheweekendaway.

Apparentlythishappenstwiceayearandoneof

thecoupleshosttherestattheirhome.So

they'dbecomingtoourhometoo.

IhavepackedforbothKhweziandIandthe

onlythingleftisforhimistogetdressed.I

swearifitwereuptohimhe'dstaynakedthe



wholeday.

Me:KhweziYangaNgomajustgetdressed.

Khwezi:youpackedsllmyclothes.

Isighandthereisaknockonthedoor.It'stiny

handssoIknowit'sEnzo.It'sonkythenhe

decidestogointhecloset.

Me:comein.

Sheopensandjumpsonthebed.

Me:andwhatdoyouwant?

Enzo:justwanttoseeyou.

Me:oh.Don'tyouwanttogotogrannyforthe

weekend?

Sheshakesherheadno.

Me:soyou'llbefinewithauntyChuma.

Enzo:yes.Wehaveplans.

Me:tellme..

Shelaughsandshakesherhead,Iturnand



tickleherandsheislaughingtoapointwhere

shecan'tlaughanymore.Hervoiceisgone.

Khwezi:Aluyouareevil.

IlaughandletgoofherandsherunstoKhwezi.

Enzo:daddyshe'stryingtokillme.

Khwezi:youlooksohappyforsomeonethat's

dying.

Shegiggles.

IhearLwethucrythroughthemonitorsoIrun

tohisroom.Hestopstheminuteheseesme.

Hestartslaughing.

Iwalkbacktomybedroomwithhim.

Khwezi:he'ssneaky.

Me:theappledoesn'tfallfarfromthetree.

Khwezi:hetakesafterhismother.

Ilaugh.

Khwezitakeshimfrommeandstartstalkingto



himinbabylanguagewhichisweirdand

Lwethuislaughing.

Khwezi:lookafterthesewomenformeok?

HerespondsandIlaugh.

Khwezi:Iknowyouwill.You'rejustlikeyour

father,alwaysprotecting.

Lwethulaughs.

Wesayourgoodbyesbecauseit'snearly11.

Me:ChumapleasehelpNondulookafterthe

kids.Iknowyou'rebusywithexamsbutplease

trytohelpwhenyoucan.

Chuma:I'llbemorethanwilling.

Inodthenhugher.Herbellyisbecomingvisible.

WepackourthingsinthecarthendrivetoPort

Elizabeth.Khwezidoesn'tevenwantmeto

sleepsoIjustwatchhimdrive.

Me:howmanycouplesaregoingtobethere?

Khwezi:5then6withus.Mostofthegangis



singleandofcoursetheoldmenwhoaren't

joiningus.

Me:howmanyareyou?

Khwezi:alot.Trustme.

Me:interesting.Sowhatdoesonedotojoin.

Helooksatmewithhiseyessquirted.

Khwezi:whowantstojoin?

Me:it'sjustaquestion.

Khwezi:ifit'syouthenit'snothappening.

Me:mhh.

WefinallyarriveatwedrivetoBlueWaterBay.

Thereare3carsparkedoutsideandluckily

Anda'scarisoneofthem.

Khwezi:weshouldalsogetaholidayhomehere.

Me:yeahtheplacelooksreallynice.

Wewalkoutandweinsidethehouse.Everyone

isinthelounge.



Khwezi:helloeveryone.

They:hey.

Hehandshakestheguysandhugsthegirlsand

Ijusthugeveryone.

IsitnexttoKhwezi.

Khwezi:BusiIamsohungry.

Busiistheonehostingustogetherwithher

husband.TheystayinEastLondontoo.PEis

justtheirholidayhome.

Busi:youhaveawifenow.

Zim:howaboutweallgotothekitchenand

startonsupper.

Wegetupandwalktothekitchen.The5ofus.

Zim:okMbalithisisBusi,Babes,Thando,then

meandOlwethuisonherway.

Me:nicemeetingyou.

Busi:weirdhowweallstayinEastLondonbut

nevermeet.



Me:hopefullythingsareabouttochange.

Busi:yeah.Mbali,makesomethingforyour

husbandfirstbeforewestartonsupper.

ThereareleftoversinthefridgesoIwarmthat

andgiveittohim.

Hesmilesthensitsmeonhislap.

Khwezi:Imeedtointroduceyoutotheguys.

Me:oh.

Khwezi:AndadatingZim.

Theguyslaugh.

Khwezi:BongimarriedtoBabes,Lwazimarried

toBusi,TumimarriedtoThando.Spokesison

theway.

Me:ohnicemeetingyouall.

Ismilethengetupandwalkbacktothekitchen.

Thegirlshavealreadyopenedabottleofwine.

ItlookslikeI'llenjoytheircompany.



Busi:MbaliIhearyou'reagoodcook.

Me:Itry.

Zim:don'tyoudarelie.

Igiggle.

"Ladiesmantombazane!"

Theylaugh.

Babes:trouble.

Shewalksinwith2bottlesofCiroc.It'sOlwethu.

ShelooksmorebeautifulthanI'veseenherin

pictures.

Olwethu:babies.Whyareyousodullnah?Miss

memuch?Lettheweekendbegin.

Shetakesaglassofwineandgulpsitdown.I

aminstitches...
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Olwethuhugsallofusandshesitsonthehigh



chairs.HerhusbandSpokeswalksin.He'sa

hottietoo.

Spokes:ladies!

Us:hey.

Spokes:Ijustcametogreet.

Hehugsallofusthenheleaves.

Babes:Mbalihowaboutyoucookandwehelp

youwherewecan.

Me:orhowaboutyoujustsitandkeepme

company.I'lldoeverything.

Olwethu:I'mgoingtoloveyou.

Igiggle.Idecidetomakechickenand

mushroompastaandsteakjustforsomething

meaty.

Thegirlsaretalkinganddrinking.Ijuststickto

afewshotsandmywine.

Busi:hopefullytomorrowwehaveabitofsun

tomorrow.Ineedabraai.



Babes:I'vebeenneedingitforawhilenow.

Olwethu:Ijustcan'twaittohaveyourmen

droolingovermewhenI'minmybikini.

Welaugh.

Thando:someofushavebeenkeepingin

shapesoIthinkyou'llhavecompetition.

Atabout7I'mdone.

Thando:I'llsetthetable.

Me:thankyou.

InoticedthatThandoisveryquiet.Shedoesn't

havethecrazinessthatthesegirlshave.

Itakethefoodtothediningroom.Iamstarving

already.

IsitinbetweenKhweziandOlwethu.

Busi:youguyscanserveyourselves.

Olwethu:sbindisakhogirl.It'son100.

Welaughandtheguysareconfused.



Olwethustandsupandservesherselfandher

husbandandwealldothesame.Wehave

supperoverlightconversationthenBusiand

Thandowashthedishes.

Tumi:thisisabusethough.

Olwethu:wealldidsomething.Ikeptthem

companyandbroughtthealcohol.

Babes:youneedtoslowdownorelseyouwon't

showusflamestomorrow.

Olwethu:thanksforremindingme.I'moff.

Shewalksoutandleavesuslaughing.Olwethu

bringsthelifetotheparty.

Khwezicomestofetchme.

Khwezi:it'sbedtime.

Busi:it'snotevenmidnightyet.

Khwezi:whatever.

IgotoKhweziandwewalkedtoourbedroom

andhesitsmeonhislap.



Khwezi:sohowwasit?

Me:itwasgreat.They'reactuallygoodpeople.

Khwezi:I'mgladyou'regettingalong.Youlook

sosmallamongstthem.

Irollmyeyes.Khwezialwaysteasesmeabout

myheightandnowithappensthatI'mthe

shortest.

Me:IamtheyoungestsoIthinkit'snormal.

Khwezi:nobabeit'snotnormal,Chumaiseven

tallerthanyou.

Me:it'sweirdhowyouhaven'tspokenabouther

sincethewholepregnancything.

Khwezi:let'snottalkabouther.

Me:eventuallywewillhavetotalkabouther.

Khwezi:justnotnow.

Inodandwechangetoourpj'sandsleep

immediately.

ThenextmorningweshowertogetherandI



wearmybracroptop,jeansandKhwezi's

denimjacket.

Khwezi:andwhatamIsupposedtowear?

Me:ha.adon'tbelikethat.

Khwezi:youlookbeautifulbytheway.

Hekissesmyforeheadandwegodownstairs

forbreakfast.

Olwethu:youareflames.

Me:thankyou.

Wesitdownandserveourselves.

Busi:it'sabitsunnyoutsidesowecanhaveoir

braaiinthebackandswimabit.We'vewarmed

thepoolabit.

Olwethu:goodthen.

Zim:I'llmakethesalads.

Olwethu:MbaliandIwillgobuythebooze.

Khweziliterallychokesonhisdrinkthenhe



looksatme.

Khwezi:andthen?

Hesaysthatwhispering.

Spokes:andthat'showitallstarts.

Khwezi:yeka.

WetidythediningroomandBabesandZim

washthedishes.At11ItakeKhwezi'scarkeys

andwedrivetotops.

Olwethu:YoumustreallythinkI'mweird.

Me:nonotatall.

Olwethu:thankGod.I'maverydifferentperson

towhatyou'reprobablyusedto.ItalkalotandI

drinklikecrazybutInevergetdrunk.

Me:Inoticed.

Olwethu:I'vebeenmarriedtoSiphokuhlefor3

yearsnow.

Me:that'salongtime.Ihaven'tevenknow

Khweziforthatlong.



Olwethu:ohyeahitsstillthehoneymoonphase.

Ifyouhaveb*tchproblems,callme.Iknowhow

thesemencanbe.

Ilaugh.Weparkandtherearethesereallyhot

guysnexttous.

Olwethu:Jesus,remindmewhyIgotmarriedat

suchayoungage.

Wegetoutandtheirlooking.Webuyallthe

alcoholwe'llneedthenwewalkbacktothecar.

Olwethu:areallPEguyslikethis?Shyand

gayish.

Me:yourringiscockblocker.

Olwethu:right.

Wedrivebackhomeanditseemslikeeveryone

isattheback.

Me:Ineedhelpwiththebooze.

Spokes:kodwauhambanoOlwethu?

Theyalllaugh.



Theguysgetupandgohelpus.

Olwethu:let'sgogetdressed.

Iwalktomybedroomandwearmybluebikini.I

haveagreatbodysoabikinilooksgoodonme.

IwalkoutandmeetOlwethuinthepassageand

sheiswearingablackonepieceswimwear.

Bythelooksofthingsit'sonlyZimandIthatare

inourbikinis.Idon'tcareeitherway.

Wewalkoutandalleyesareonus.

Babes:theladiesofthehour.

Ijumpintothepoolandit'sallfunandgames.

Wehavemeat.Wespendthewholedayinthe

pool.SpokeskeepsgivingmelooksbutIbrush

itoff.It'snearly23:00soKhweziandIgotobed.

Ihavemyheadonhischest.

Me:Ireallymissthekids.

Khwezi:Imissthemtoobutifwecallthey'll

missusmoreandthey'llbetroubletoNondu.



Me:Iknow.

Khwezi:youlookedreallyhottoday.Youalways

do,buttodayyoutookthecake.

Me:thanks.

Khwezi:it'smyjob.Don'tyouwanttogo

shoppingwiththegirlstomorrow?

Me:howaboutwegoshoppingonSunday,just

meandyou.

Khwezi:greatidea.

Hekissesmyforeheadandwestayinthat

positionforawhile.Igetupandgotothe

kitchensinceI'mthirstyandabithungry.Ipour

juiceformyselfthenrinsemyglass.Someone

holdsmefrombehindandIjump.Iturnandit's

Spokes.Hesmiles.

Spokes:whatareyoudoingatthistime?

Me:Iwasthirsty.

Spokes:ohh?



HehasmeagainstthesinkandIcan'tmove.

Me:uhmIhavetogo,Khweziiswaitingforme.

Spokes:ohyeah.

HemovesandIrushupstairs.Iwanttowake

KhweziandtellhimbutIdon'twanttocause

trouble.Heprobablywon'tdoitagain...
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IdecidenottotellhimbecauseknowingKhwezi

he'dwanttobeatSpokesup.AndIdon'twantto

causedrama.

IgetintobedandKhwezipullsmeclosertohim.

Iimmediatelytenseup.

Khwezi:what'swrong.

Heswitchesonhissidelamp.

Me:nothing.

Khwezi:Iknowit'ssomething.Whatdidtheydo

toyou?



IwanttotellhimIreallydobutIdon'twantto

ruintheirfriendshipbutontheotherhandifhe

findsout,Iwillbedoomed.

Me:uhmpleasepromiseyouwon'tfreakout.

Hechuckles.

Khwezi:youknowIcan'tpromiseyouthat.

Me:ok.It'soneofheguys.Wellhewasgiving

strangelookssincethisafternoonandnowhe

justtouchedmeinasexualway.

Hewassocalm.

Khwezi:Spokes?

Inod.

Khwezi:oksleep.

He'sabitangryIcantellbuthe'stryingsohard

nottoshow.AndthathewantsmetosleepI

knowhe'llprobablysneakout.

Me:babypleasedon'tdoanythingtohim.

Khwezi:we'llsee.



Me:thisiswhyIdidn'twanttotellyouinthe

firstplace.

Khwezi:let'sleavetomorrow.

Me:andwhatstoryarewegoingtotellthem?

Khwezi:I'llthinkofsomething.

Idecidetosleepontopofhim.

ThenextmorningIwakeupandOlwethuis

sittingattheedgeofmybed.Iclearmythroat

andshelooksatmeandsmiles.

Olwethu:hey.

Me:hi.WaitIjustneedtobrushmyteeth.

Olwethu:Iwon'tbelong.

Isitcomfortablyandfaceher.

Olwethu:IknowwhatmyhusbanddidandI'm

sorry.He'salwaysbeenlikethatanditirritates

me.I'mreallysorry,he'llapologizetoohe's

takingashower.

Me:oh.Where'smyhusband?



Olwethu:hewentout,hesaidheneededsome

air.

Inodandgetupandshehugsme.

Somewomencanputupwithnonsense,now

shehastoapologizeforherhusband'sactions.

Nowomandeservessuchbutsomehavetogo

throughit.Andtothinkthatawomanlike

Olwethucouldbreakdown.Shejustletitallout.

Seemedlikeshe'sbeenholdingonfortoolong.

Irubbedherbackasshecried.

Me:everythingwillbefineIpromise.

Olwethu:Idon'tthinksoMbali.Healwaysdoes

thistome.Ichosehimovermyfamily.Mydad

warnedmeabouthimbutIchosetousemy

emotionsandnowI'mstuckwithhimforever.

Me:shh.Butyouguyslookhappy.

Olwethu:weareit'sjustthatwealwaysargue

aboutwomen.Athirdpersonalwayshastobe

involvedinourlives.Whathurtsthemostisthat



Ilovehimtoomuchtoleavehim.

Me:youdon'thavetoleavehim.Youcanjust

talktohimorattendtherapy.

Olwethu:youshouldknowthatthesemendon't

havetimeatallandthelittletimethathehas,

heiswithasidechick.

Me:ouch.

KhweziopensthedoorbutIsignalforhimtogo.

Shefinallycalmsdownandshegoesbackto

herroom.Itakeaquickshowerthendrymyself

andwearmyblackjeggingsandwhitevestwith

abikerjacket.IwalkoutandbumpintoSpokes

whoisbadlybruisedandIknowit'sKhwezi.Itry

towalkawaybuthecatchesupwithme.

Spokes:listenMbaliI'msosorry.

Me:it'sfine.

Spokes:it'snotfine.Ishouldn'thavedonethat.

EspeciallytoyousinceKhweziislikeabrother

tome.Ijustgotcarriedaway.Ihopethings



won'tbeawkwardbetweenus.

Me:Ihopesotoo.

Iwalktothekitchenandhavemybreakfast.

Everyoneisjolly.Wedecidedtokeepwhat

happenedbetweenus,wedidn'twanttospoil

thetripfortheothers.Spokessaidhewentout

andgotintoafightwithsomeguys.Andluckily

everyonebelievedhim.

.

OnSundayweleft.Therestoftheweekend

awaywasperfect.Therewasnotensionor

anythingbutKhweziwasnotokIcouldtell.

Wearriveathomeatabout5andIamtired.It'll

takethewholeweektorestme.

MybrotherscarisparkedandIknowhehas

cometoseeChuma.

Khwezi:doesyourbrotherhavetodothis?

Me:justletthembe.Atleastyoursisteris

happyandtakencareof.



Khwezi:Icantakecareofher.

Ifakeacough.

Me:frommypointofviewyou'vefaileddismally.

Youhaven'tspokentohersinceyoufoundout

aboutherpregnancy.

Khwezi:I'mtrying.

Me:nothardenough.

Wegetoutofthecarandwalkinside.We'll

bringthebagslater.

Me:helloeveryone.

EnzorunstoKhweziandhepicksherupand

spinsheraround.

Chuma:hey.

Libo:babysis.

Ihugthemboth.

Libo:howwastheweekend?

Me:tiringbutfun.



Chuma:withOlwethu,I'msureitwasfun.

Welaugh.

Me:yeahshebroughtthefun.

Khwezi:I'llgotakethebags.

Hewalksoutandcomesbackwiththebags.

WhenLiboleavesKhwezidecideswehavea

littlemeeting,wellhimandChuma.

Khwezi:uhmlookChumaIknowI'mnotthe

bestbigbrotheratthemomentandI'msorryfor

that.Iknowweallmakemistakesandthiswas

oneofmany.

Chuma:I'msorrytoo.Ididn'tmeanforitto

happen.

Khwezi:sowhathappensnow?

Chuma:Idon'tknow.

Me:you'llcontinuewithschooltillyougetyour

degree.Droppingoutisnotevenanoption.

Khwezi:andwhowilltakecareofthebaby?



Me:me.We'refamily,we'resupposedtolook

outforeachother.

Helookslikehedoesn'tliketheideaonebitbut

Idon'tcare.Ican'tletChumadropoutbecause

ofababywhileIcanhelp.PlusAmandaisthere

tohelpalso.Ababyshouldnotbeasetback

foranyone.
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Soit'sMondaymorningandIwakeupextra

earlybecauseofEnzo,ChumaandKhwezi.Igo

takeashowerandwalkdownstairstomake

breakfast.Khweziwalksinaftersometime,still

inhispjs.

Khwezi:you'reupearly.

Me:ihavetomakebreakfast.



Hecomesoverandkissesmycheek.

Khwezi:I'llbeworkingfromhomesoBuhlewill

behere.

Inod.

ImakebreakfastthengotowakeChumaup.

SherefusessoIstand.

Me:whatsup?

Chuma:I'mnotwritingtoday.

Ilookathertimetableandit'strue.

Me:ok.

IwalktoEnzo'sroomandshe'salreadyup.I

helpbathherthenwegohavebreakfast.

Enzo:daddyareyoutakingmetoschool?

Khwezi:yesmylove.

Sheblushes.

Enzo:amyourlove?

Khwezi:youare.



ShegigglesandIamenjoyingthesightofboth

thembeinghappy.Thesearemypeople.

At7theyleaveandIcallSiba.Imayhavenew

friendsandthisnewlifestylebutImissmybest

friend.SinceI'vebeenmarriedIhardlyhave

timeforanything.

Siba:whatalovelysurprise.

Me:don'tmakemefeelbad.

Siba:I'msorry.

Me:sotellmedoyouhaveplansforlunch?

Siba:nounlessyoudecidetoaskmeout.

Me:wellIam.I'llbringBuhle.She'llbeworking

withKhwezisoyeah.

Siba:surethen.

Ihangup.

IgofetchLwethu.Nonduhasalreadybathed

him.SoItakehimtotheloungeandwewatch

tv.He'sbabblingalotofstuffandIamdoing



thesame.HeislaughingandtothinkIalmost

losthimayearagowhenIwasdruggingmyself

withthosepillsandwhenIfelldownthestairs.

Chumacomestojoinme.

Chuma:he'sabeautifulbaby.

Me:thankyou.

Chuma:IhopeIhaveabeautifulbabytoo.

Me:trustmeyouwill.Mybrotherisahottieand

you'rebeautifultoo.

Sheblushes.

Me:youguysstilltogether?

Shenodsshyly.

Chuma:Iwishmybrotherwouldacceptus.

Me:Ican'tpromiseyouthatbuthe'llprobably

loosenupaftersometime.

IhearlaughteranditsKhweziandBuhle.The

minutesheenterstheloungeherface

immediatelychanges.



KhwezicomestoLwethuandhepickshimup.

Khwezi:daddysprince.

Heimmediatelylaughs.Heisahappybaby.

Hegiveshimbacktomeandkissesmealittle

longerthanIexpected.Ipullback.

HeleaveswithBuhlewhohasn'tsaidaword

andIthinkitsbecauseofChuma.

At12Igochangetoboyfriendjeans,pinkheels

andamaroonwrapcoat.

IwalktothestudyandKhwezistares.Iknow

thatlooksoIjustsmile.

Me:uhmBuhle,I'mmeetingSibaforlunch

wannacome?

Buhle:uhmnothankswe'rebusy.

Khwezi:youcango.It'slunchafterall.

Buhle:wehavealotofcatchinguptodo.

IlookatherandwonderwhatIdidwrongbutI

won'tlethergettome.



Me:it'sfine.I'llbebackbefore4.

Henods.

Iamabouttowalkout.

Khwezi:Alu.

Iturnandhesignalsmetogivehimakiss.I

giggleandwalkovertohimandhepullsmeto

hislap.Wekissandafterwhatseemslike

foreverBuhleclearsherthroat.

Buhle:getaroom.

WelaughandIleavebecauseI'malready

runninglate.IgettoLaVidaandmybabyis

alreadywaitingforme.I'malwayslate.

Me:baby.

WehugforalongtimeandI'memotional.Ifeel

sobad.SibaandIhavebeenclosesinceforever.

She'sbeenmyeverythingandformeto

abandonherjustlikethatwassowrong.

Siba:Mbalipleasedon'tcry.



Iwipemytearsandletgo.

Siba:stillthisemotional.

Ismile.

Me:I'vemissedyou.

Siba:I'vemissedyoutoo.I'vebeenalonerlately.

BothyouandLuzukholeftme.

Me:Ineverleftyou.

Siba:Iknowbabebutwearen'tcloseanymore.

Me:becauseIwasbusywiththewedding

planning,thehoneymoonandthenyouknow

thewholeChumathing.

Siba:Iunderstand.

Me:sofromnowonI'mneverleavingyourside.

Siba:goodthen.SowhathappenedtoBuhle?

Me:shesaidshe'sbusy.

Sherolledhereyes.

Siba:shehaschanged.Weneverhangout



anymore,notthatI'mcomplaining,Imeanwe

weren'treallyfriends.

Me:yho.Buttothinkofitshehas.Thelasttime

shewasworkingwithKhwezishedidn'teven

saygoodbyeandtodayshedidn'tgreet.

Buhle:I'mgladyouseeit.Shehaschanged.

WearenoweatingandsheofferstopaybutI

insistandweargue.KnowingSibawe'llargue

foreversoIletherbe.Wewalkoutandshe

takesoutcarkeysandIscream.

Me:ohmyGodSibawhen?

Siba:onFriday.

Me:ohmygoshandyoudidn'ttellme.

Siba:itwassupposedtobeasurprise.

Me:yourmommustbehappy.

Siba:sheis.

Wehaveachatandthengotoourcars.Ican't

believeshefinallyboughtacar.



IdrivehomeandacarthatIdon'tknowis

parkedoutside.IwalkinandIhearnoiseinthe

kitchensoIwalkinandit'sOlwethu.

Olwethu:wellKhweziIdon'tlikeher.

Khwezi:I'veworkedwithherforyears.

Me:hey.

Sheturnsandrunstohugme.

Olwethu:friend,Itoldyoutocallmewhena

b*tchtriestotakeyourmanfromyou.

Me:amImissingsomething?

Olwethu:it'sthatPA.YaziMbaliIknowshe's

yourfriendbutIdon'ttrusther.Iknowahome

wreckerwhenIseeone.

Khwezi:Iwouldneverdothattomywife.

Olwethu:Itrustyoubutit'sherthatIdon'ttrust.

Idon'twantMbaliendinguplikeme.Being

ratchetandrunningafteralltheseskirtsthat

Spokesdrops.



Iwanttolaughbutthisisserious.

Me:whereisshe?

Khwezi:Olwethuthrewherout.

Ilaugh.

Khwezi:I'mgladyou'refindingitfunny.

Me:redorwhite?

Olwethu:red.Andbythewayyoulookhot.

Me:thanks.

KhweziwalksoutandIpourwinefortheboth

ofus..
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Wesatinthekitchenanddrankwine.

Olwethu:wherewereyou?

Me:wenttomeetmybestfriend

Olwethu:interesting.



Me:andIwasplanningontakingheroutforthe

weekendsinceitsherbirthdaynextweek.

Olwethu:whereto?

Me:CapeTownorDurban.

Olwethu:I'mcomingwithyou.

Ilookatherandjustlaugh.Khweziwalksin

withhiscarkeys.

Khwezi:I'mfetchingEnzo.

Olwethu:let'shopeyou'renotgoingtofetch

thatwitch.

Herollshiseyesandhecomesovertokissme

thenhewalksout.

Me:sowhyareyouhere?

Olwethu:justcametoseemyfriend.

Me:ohwow.

Wespendsometimetogetherthensheleaves

whenKhwezireturnswithEnzo.Istartcooking

supperbecauseit'slate.



KhweziwalksinwithLwethuandIkisshis

cheekandasalwayshegiggles.

Khwezi:yourmomcalled.

Me:oh?

Khwezi:shesaysyouhaven'tcalledinawhile.

Me:I'vebeenbusy.WelastspokeonThursday.

Khwezi:andtodayisMonday.

Me:I'llcall.

Khwezi:Iwasthinking,howaboutwegetyour

momahousehereinEastLondonandshecan

workhere.I'dloveformykidstoknowtheir

grandmotheroratleasthaveherpresentinour

kids'lives.

Me:Idon'tknowofshe'lllikethat.

Khwezi:toolate.Shesaidshe'dthinkaboutit.

Istareathimandhelooksmestraightinthe

eyelikehedidnothingwrong.

Me:again,youdoasyouplease.



Khwezi:it'snottrue.IthoughtoftheideawhenI

spoketoher.

Me:mhh.Iwasthinkingofgoingawayduring

theweekend.ForSiba'sbirthday.

Khwezi:whereto?

Me:Ihaven'tdecidedyet.

Khwezi:mh.Justtellmewhenyouhave.Ineed

tosortoutstuffforyou.

Me:thanks.

IcallSibaandsheissoexcitedshewantstogo

onthecomingweekend.Khweziobviouslyhas

tomakeithappen.WedecideonCapeTown.

Ifinishcookinganddishupforthefamily.

Nondugoestoeatatthecottage.Iwashthe

disheswithChumaandafterIgotobed.

LwethuandEnzoarestillinourbedroom.

Me:youdidn'ttellmewehavevisitors.

Enzo:weareabouttoleave.



Me:it'swaypasttheirbedtime.

Khwezi:Iknow

IkissbothmybabiesthenIgoshower.Bythe

timeI'mdoneKhweziwalksin.Wegetintobed

andIfigure,nowisthetime.

Me:soonFridaynightwe'reflyingtoCape

Town.

Khwezi:ok.You'llbestayingatDurbanville.

Me:ha.a.Weneedspace,whydoyouwantto

keepmeunderyourwatch?

Khwezi:becauseIcare.

Inod.

Khwezi:ListenAlu.I'monlylettingyougo

becauseyou'vesobusywiththismarriagethat

youforgotaboutyourfriend.Wehavekidsand

Luthandoisonly8months,heneedsspecial

attentionfrombothhisparentsandyoucan't

keeptraveling.



Ikeepquiet,whathe'ssayingistrue.Ihavekids

andI'mmarried.Ican'tbewonderingaround

withfriendsallthetime..

.

Soit'sFridaynightandwejustlandedinCape

Town.Khwezigavemestrictinstructionsfor

thetrip.ButthisismylasttimesoIhaveenjoy.

There'sacaralreadywaitingforussoweget

thecaranddrivetoDurbanville.Aphiweis

probablywaitingforusalready.

Olwethu:tomorrowwearegoingtogetdrunk.

Me:nottoodrunk.

Siba:it'smybirthdaysoallowme.

Wearriveandhoot.

Siba:isthisAphiwe'shouse?

Me:yes.Herdadboughtitforher.

Siba:yho.

Thegateopensandwedrivein.Iparkbehind



herandshewalkstothecar.

Aphiwe:mybabysis.

Ismile.

Aphiwe:howareyouguys?

Olwethu:we'regoodjusttired.

Wetakeourbagsthensettleintheguestrooms.

We'vealreadyhadsuppersowejustgotobed.I

sendKhweziamessagethenswitchmyphone

off.Iknowhe'llgivemeawholelectureon

stayingsafeeventhoughheknowsmylocation.

ThenextmorningItakeashower.Itsquiet

chillysoIwearmynavyjumpsuitwithfaded

jeansandheels.Iwalkdownstairsandas

alwaysI'mlate.Wehavebreakfastthensitand

chat.

Siba:Iwanttogoout.

Me:yeahwewill.

Aphiwecomesdownandwehittheroad.Using



thecarIgot.Olwethuisatthefrontasalways

andI'mdriving.

Aphiwe:let'sgositeseeingfirst.

Siba:Idon'tcareaboutCapeTown.Ijustwant

thegoodlife.

Olwethu:Isecondyou.

SowegotoLongstreet.Thespotthateveryone

thateveryonewantstogotowhentheyarein

CPT.Wehaveafewshotsthenciders.At12we

gotoWaterfrontforlunch.Iamseriously

hungrysoIdon'tordersomethinglightasI

alwaysdowhenwegodrinking.

Siba:areyousureyou'regoingtofinishallthat?

Me:Iam.

Aphiwe:it'ssounlikeyou.

Me:Ihadlittlebreakfast.

Theyalllookatmeweirdly.

Olwethu:Iagree.Thebreakfastwasjusttoo



little.

Me:thankyou.

Weeatthenpaythebillanddecideondoing

shoppingaswellsincewe'rehere.Wehaveso

muchwineonthewaybackhomeIameven

feelinglightheaded.IpullasideandSibadrives.

Aphiweopensthewindowandmyheadis

superhot.

Aphiwe:justbreatheok?

InodandwegethomeandIimmediatelygolie

down.

Iwakeupat6andIhavemissedcallsfrom

KhwezisoIcallback.

Me:hey.

Buhle:ohhe'snothere.

Ilookatthetimeanditsafter6.Whatthehellis

Buhledoingqithmyhusbandatthistime.

Me:whereishe?



Buhle:tuckinginLuthandolwethu.

Me:atthistime?

Buhle:yesatthistime.

Me:ohh.

Ihangupandrundownstairsthegirlsarestill

busywithbooze.

Me:sothisgirlisreallybusywithmyman.

Olwethuturnsimmediately.

Aphiwe:who?

Me:Buhle.Shejustansweredhisphone.

KhwezineverworksonSaturdays.Andtomake

mattersworseit'safter6.

Olwethu:theminutewelandinEastLondon,I

willsortthatgirlout.IsensedthisthefirstdayI

sawherplayingmadaminyourkitchen.

Siba:butwecan'tbesurethough.Talkto

Khwezibeforeyouassumetheworst.

Me:asifhe'dadmit.



Aphiwe:mybrotherwouldneverstoopthatlow.

Iknowhimtoowell.

Idecidetokeepquiet.Myphoneringsandits

Khwezi.

Me:what?

Khwezi:ouch.UhmbabeIwantedtotellyou

thatI'mflyingtoJohannesburgtonight.Ihavea

caseMondaymorning.

Me:andwhatwillhappentothekids?

Khwezi:that'swhywehaveahelper.ButI've

alreadyputhemtobedsotheydon'tseeme

whenIleave.YouknowhowLwethucanbe.

Me:oh.

Khwezi:soIguessI'llseeyouMonday

afternoon.

Me:isBuhlecomingwith?

Khwezi:sheismyPAsoshehasto.

Me:oh.



Khwezi:babepleasetrustme.Iwouldneverdo

thattoyou.Ipromiseok?PlusI'veworkedwith

BuhleforyearsandIdon'tseeherinthatway.

Me:okuhmgoodluckonyourcase.

Khwezi:thanksmylove.Iloveyouokay?

Me:ok

Khwezi:youdon'twantmebeingangrynow?

Igiggle.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wehangupandtheyalllookatme.

Olwethu:khonawhodoesshethinksheis.You

havesleeplessnights,buildKhweziandtotopit

offyougavehimaheirandshethinksshecan

justjumponhisdickandplaymadam.Does

sheknowwhatwegothroughwiththesemen.

Weareinstitches.OlwethuisangrierthanIam.

Aphiwe:shewantsitreadyjustforher.

Olwethu:asifKhweziwouldleaveyouforher



withthatsmallassofhers.Ijusthopeyougive

himgoodsex.

Ilaugh.

Aphiwe:shemadehimshootdoublessoo...

Me:nomanletsleavethat.Pleasepourme

wine.

Aphiwe:no,nowineforyou.Youweren'tfeeling

wellafewhoursago.

Me:ohyeah.

WecarryonchattingandIamenjoyingmyself....
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Khwezi

Iwakeupandmyheadispounding.I'minthe

officewhichisweird.Ineversleepatwork.

Me:whatthehellhappened?

Ihardlyrememberthedaysevents.Icheck



thetimeandit'salreadyafter4.Iremember

waitingformywifetobringmelunchandthats

it.

IpackmystuffandlockupthenIdrivetofetch

Enzo.I'mstillabitdrowsy.Shelookslikeshe's

beencrying.I'mlaterthanusual.

Me:I'msosorrymylove.Ipromisetomakeit

uptoyou.

Enzo:how?

Me:withwhateveryouwant.

ShesmilesandIletoutasigh.Wedrivehome

andmywife'scarisinthedrivewaysoIpark

behindher.IwalkinwithEnzoinmyarmsand

theminuteweentersherunsofftoChuma.

Theyareveryclosewhichisagoodthing.Enzo

isadarlinglikehermother,closewitheveryone.

Iwalkupstairsandshe'slyingonthebed

playingwithherphone.Shelooksblankwithred

eyes.



Me:heybabewhat'swrong?

TearsjustfallandIamhurt.Ihateitwhenshe

cries.

Isitonthebedandtrytoholdhebutshe

pushesmeaway.

Me:whathappened?

Shethrowsherphonetomeandthere'sa

pictureofBuhleandIinbed.Thisisweird

becauseIdon'trememberanyofthisplusI

wouldneverhaveanaffairwithBuhle.

Me:whatisthis?

Mbali:stopactingdumbKhwezi.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.

Mbali:youalsodon'tknowthatyouhadsex

withherinyourofficetoday?

Me:Mbaliwhatareyoutalkingabout?Ihaveno

idea.

Shekeepsquietandthinks.



Mbali:Khweziyouhurtme.Butthisistheworst

youhaveeverdone.Howcouldyou?

Me:Mbalilistentome.Ihavenocluewhat

you'retalkingabout.Iknownothingaboutthe

picturestoo.

Mbali:youcandenyitallyouwant.Ihaveproof.

ShewalksoutandIdecidetocallSfisomyIT

guy.Thiscan'tbe.Ican'tbeforgetting

somethingthathappenedafewhoursago.I

askforthemyofficesfootage.Hepromisesto

senditbefore7...

Mbali

IwanttobelieveKhwezibecausehelooksso

confused.Buthowwouldheexplainthe

picturesandwhatIwalkedinon.

Igotothekitchenandstartdefrostingthemeat.

IwanttocallOlwethubutno,Iwanttosolvemy

houseaffairsalone.

AfterIfinishcookingIservethemthenIgotake



shower.

KhweziwalksinlookingtiredbutIdon'tcare.

Khwezi:Alupleasetrustme.

Me:Isawitwithmyowntwoeyes..

Khwezi:Isawittoobutit'snottrue.

Igetintobedwithouttalkingtohim.Iamhurt,

funnyhowI'mnotevenangry.

IwakeupinthemorningandKhweziisnotnext

tome.Icheckthetimeanditspast8.

Itakeashowerthenwearmypjsandstayin

bed.Isuddenlyfallasleepagain.Icriedmyself

tosleeponceagain.

IfellhandstouchingmesoIjumpupandits

Khwezi.Hemakesmewatchafootageofhis

office.IsaweverythingIdon'tevenknowwhy

I'mwatchingthisbutIdecidetowatchit

anyway.

Me:sowhatdoesthischange?



Hetakesoutpapersandit'sadrugtest.

Ilookathimandhelooksatme.

Me:what'sthis?

Khwezi:drugtest.Shedruggedme.

Ipauseandthink.ThenIlaughindisbelief.

Buhlehadthenerve.AftereverythingI'vedone

forher.ThetimesIspentwithher.Makingher

feellikefamilywhenshehadnoone...

Me:shedruggedyou?

HenodsandIchuckle.

Shedoesn'tknowwhoshe'smessingwith.

GoneistheMbalithatwillpityher.Andshewill

nowmeettheMbalithatOlwethucreated.Iget

dressedandleave..
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IdrivetoAmalindaandtowhereshestays.The



minuteIgetthereIsuddenlyfeelsheisnot

worthitbutIenteranyway.Withouteven

knocking.Sheiswearingawraparoundcloth.

Sheisshockedtoseeme.

Buhle:whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Ihaveeveryrighttobehere.We'refriends

aren'twe?

Buhle:pleaseleave.

Me:Buhlehowcouldyoudothistomeafter

everythingI'vedoneforyou.

Buhle:ifyoudon'tleaveI'llscream.

Ilaughbecauseit'saWednesdaymorningand

everyoneisatworksowhatcouldshebe

screamingfor.

Igetclosertoherandtheangerbuildsup.Islap

herhardandbloodcomesoutofhernose.I

throwheronthecouchandstartpunchingher.

SheisscreamingandkickingbutIdon'tstop.

Ifeelhandspullmeupandit'sKhwezi.Ijustcry,



IalwayscrywhenI'mangry.

Khwezi:babeshe'snotworthitok?

Heholdsmeandwewalktomycar.

Me:where'syourcar?

Khwezi:Itookacab.

Inodandwedrivebackhome.Theminutewe

gethomehecarriesmetobed.Hecomesback

withasandwich,glassofwaterandpills.

Ieatthesandwich,Ididn'tevenrealizeIwas

hungry.ItakethepillsandIimmediatelydoze

off.Iwakeupat2andIgototheloungeKhwezi

istherewithLwethu.IsmilewhenIseethem.I

justsuddenlymissmydadandhe'sonly

comingbackinSeptember.

Me:heyfamily.

Khwezi:you'reawake.Howareyoufeeling?

Me:wellrested.

Hesmilesthenkissesme.AndtothinkIalmost



lostmyhusbandscaresme.

There'saknockandI'mguessingNondu

openedthegatetothem.Igoopenandit'stwo

policemenandBuhle.Shelooksterrible.

Me:howcanIhelpyou?

Police1:youareunderarrestforassault.

Ilaughalittlethenitallcomesbacktome,this

isserious.

Khwezicomestothedoorandhecan'tbelieve

ittoo.

Khwezi:whatshappeninghere?

Police2:MrsNgomaisbeingarrestedfor

assault.

Nowtheyareserioustheyhandcuffmeand

readoutmyrights.

Khwezi:I'llbetherejustnowok?

Inod.AndI'mthrowninthevan...

Khwezi.



IleaveLwethuwithNonduandIrushtoFleet

streetpolicestation.Igettherebeforethem

andIcallBulumkoafriendofmine.He'soneof

thedetectiveshere.Hecomesoutsideandhe

smileswhenheseesme.

Me:it'sbeenawhile.

Bulumko:ithasbeen.Whatstheproblem?

Me:mywifehasbeenarrestedforassault.They

areprobablyonthewaywithher.

Bulumko:andwhatdidshedo?

Me:shebeatupmyPA.

Itellhimthewholestoryandheisinstitches.

Thevanpullsupandtheytakeherout.

Bulumko:hey.Lethergo.

Police1:but...

Bulumko:IamyourbosssodoasIsay.

TheylethergoandsherunstomeandIhold

herrealtight.



Me:thanksman.

Bulumko:don'tmentionit.

Me:I'llsortyououtokay?

Henodsandwalksinsideandwegotothecar.

Me:Don'teverdothatagain,letmesortitout.

Mbali:okay.

IkisshercheekandwegofetchEnzo...

.

It'snowOctoberandKhweziandIhavebeen

goodtogether.Nottoomuchdramajustafew

figtshereandthere.MymommovedtoEast

London,allthankstoKhwezi.Hegothera

houseinVincentandshe'sworkinghere.My

dadisbackandI'veneverbeenhappier.Iwas

thefirstpersonhesawwhenhegotback.I

reallymissedhim.Khwezihasbeengivingme

lessonsonselfdefenseanditsbeenhard,trust

me.HefiredBuhleandapparentlysheleftEast

London.



SoitsonaFridayandI'mgoingoutwithmy

girlsforlunch.SoIwearmyblacklingerietop,

jeansandmyredheelsandilookamazing.I

bathLwethuandhewearshisjeans,long

sleevedvestandabomberjacketwithredlevis

takkies.

Helooksthepart.Healreadystartedwalking

andhe'sonly11monthsandapremature.

ItakeapictureofusandsendittoKhweziand

hecallsimmediately.

Me:baby.

Khwezi:youlooksoincomplete.

Me:Ithinkwe'recomplete.

Khwezi:sohowareyouspendingtheday?

Me:gettingmyhairandnailsdone,lunchwith

thegirlsthenIgovisitmyparentsandprobably

comebytoseeyou.

Khwezi:thatsaverylongday.



Me:Iknow.

Khwezi:enjoythen.Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Ihangupandwehavebreakfastthenleave.Igo

togetmyhairdoneinVincent.Ageta20inch

Peruvianweaveandnudestilettonails.By12

we'redoneandwedrivetoGrazia.Mybabyisin

thefrontseatandwe'rejammingtohisdad's

playlist.

Wearriveandwalkin.AsalwaysI'mlate.

Olwethu:Ben10wam.Cometoaunty.

Hesmilesandwalkstoher.Ihugallmygirls,

Siba,Olwethu,andZim.

Zim:youlookamazing.

Me:thankyou.

Icallawaiterandweorder.

Olwethu:I'dliketohaveyou.

Sheisreferringtothewaiter.Shamepoorguy



can'tevenconcentrateanymore.

Me:Olwethu!

Shelaughsandorders.

Siba:sowhatarewedoingforLwethu's1st

birthday?

Me:Ihaven'teventhoughtofsomething.

Olwethu:leaveittous.ButobviouslyKhwezi

hastopay.

Me:obviously.

Siba:hasBuhletriedcallingyou.

Me:noshewouldnever.

Zim:Istillthinkyoushouldhavekilledher.

Me:noIdon'twantbloodonmyhands.

Olwethu:you'retoonice.

Siba:samethingItoldher.

Me:Ididn'thavethatinmebackthen.ButifI

weretoseehernowwe'dbetalkingadifferent



story.

Ourorderarrivesandwedigin.

LwethucomestomeandIknowhe'stired.He

putshisheadonmyboobs.Healwaysdoes

thatwhenhe'ssleepy.

Olwethu:markingdaddy'sterritory.

Welaugh.

Me:anddaddydoesn'tevenlikehimdoingthis.

Zim:hecanbesojealousattimes.

WefinishupandOlwethuandIpaythebill

sincethiswasouridea.

WeleaveandIbuckleLwethuinhisseatbut

wakesupandhecomestothefront.

Myphoneringsandit'sKhwezi.

Me:babydaddy.

Hechuckles.

Khwezi:pleasecometomyoffice.Asinnow.



Me:whatsup?

Khwezi:justgethere.

HehangsupandIdrivetohisofficewhichis

notthatfar.ItameLwethuandwhenwegetto

receptionherunstohisdadsoffice.Ijust

decidetofollow.Igetinandhe'sinhisdads

arms.

Me:hey.

Khwezi:heevenknowsmyoffice.

Me:Iknow.Hewassleepyuntilwegothere.

Khwezismiles.

Me:whyamIhere.

Hegivesmeanenvelopeanditisscourtorder.

Ireadthroughitandlaughindisbelief.SoSiya

istakingmetocourt.

Me:whendidthisgethere?

Khwezi:thisafternoon.



SothiswholeissuestartedwhenSiya

threatenedtorunawaywithEnzoandfromthen

ItoldhimtoseeEnzoatourhome.Andifthey

everwentout,therewasaguardfollowingthem.

Icouldn'trisklosingmydaughterandafew

weeksagohethreatenedtotakemetocourt

butIdidn'tthinkhewasserious.

Me:whatifhewinsandtakeherawayfromme?

Khwezi:never.HaveIeverlostacase?

Ishakemyhead.

Khwezi:Iwon'tlosethisonetoo.Especially

sincemydaughterisinvolved.I'llfightwith

everythingIhave.Don'tevenworryaboutit.

Inodandhehugsme...
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Iamsuddenlynotevenworriedaboutthis

wholeSiyathing.IknowKhweziwillmakea

plan.SoweleavehisofficeandIgofetchEnzo



fromschool.Wegethomeat3andIwantto

takeanapbutLwethuwon'tletme.He'sbeen

callingmethewholeday.

Myphoneringsandit'smyfatherinlaw.

Me:TaBadz.

K'dad:IseeKhwezi'sattitudeisrubbingonyou.

Me:Ijustlovethename.

K'dad:soyousay.SouhmIwantedtoinvite

youguysforsupper.

Me:thewholefamily?

K'dad:yes.EvenAphiweisflyingin.

Me:ohwow.What'stheoccasion?

K'dad:justbringyourselvesokay?

Me:okaythen.Seeyoutonight.

K'dad:okthen.

IhangupandtrytogetholdofKhwezibuthis

phoneisoffwhichisstrange.Ihavealotof



stuffgoingoninmyheadbutIwon'tentertain

it...

Khwezi.

IhaveliterallyhaditwithSiya'sattitudetowards

everything.IamatthepointwhereIjustwantto

killhimandburyhimwithnooneknowing.

Idrivetohisworkplace,andluckyformeheis

available.Iwalkinandmakemyself

comfortable.Afterallthisisaformalmeeting.

Siya:andwhatdoIowethevisit?

Me:aren'tyougoingtooffermecoffeeorwater?

Siya:justgettothepoint.

Ilikepeoplelikehim.Hedoesn'thavetimefor

gamesandwellsodoI.

Me:right.UhmlistenSiyaIhavetwooptionsfor

you.

Hesmiles.

Siya:Iwon'tfallforanyofyournegotiations.



Youcanspeaktomylawyer.

Me:thisisabattlebetweenus.

HeisattentivewhichIlove.Iloveitwhen

someonelistenstome.

Me:option1isIkillyou.Oryoucantakethe

easywayoutwhichisoption2,youleavethe

city,moveonwithyourlife,don'tbothermeand

mywifeeveragain.Enzodoesn'tneedabitter

fatherthatwillonlyshowupwhenitsuitshim.

Siya:Iamabusyman.

Me:I'mbusytoo,butIalwaysspendtimewith

myfamily.Always.Nowbacktobusiness,I

wantyoutochoose.

Siya:youdon'tscareme.

Me:interesting.

Ialreadyhavepeopletakehiswifetosome

warehouse.Iaskedthemtoroughherupabit.I

meanshewasgivingmywifeahardtimesoI

guessthisispayback.



IvideocallSfiso.

Me:howmuchdamagehaveyoudone?

Sfiso:we'regettingtothefunpart.

IlookatSiyaandheisconfused.

Me:handthephonetohersoshecansayher

lastgoodbyestothemanwhocouldn'tsaveher.

Igivehimthephoneandheisangry.

Me:nowchoosebecausethetimeisticking.

Itakemyphoneandwalkaway.Idecidetoturn

back.

Me:ohandwithwhateverdecisionyoumake

justknowEnzoisaNgoma.

IwavethenwalkoutandtomycarthenIdrive

home.

Mbali..

Iaminthekitchenmakinglatelunchforthe

kids.Khweziwalksinwhistlingandhe'searly.



Me:someoneisinagoodmood.

Khwezi:ourproblemsareslowlydisappearing.

Me:meaning?

Khwezi:justthat.

HekissesmycheekandI'mleftconfused.

Me:bythewaywehavedinneratyourdads

placetonight.Aphiweisalsoflyingin.

Khwezi:what'stheoccasion?

Me:noclue.

Khwezi:weird.

HewalksoutandIgofeedLwethuandEnzo.

It'snearlylatesoIneedtotakeashowerbefore

weleave.KhweziisinthestudyworkingsoI

walkoverandsitonhislap.

Me:weneedtotakeashower.

Khwezi:Iknowbabejustfinalisingsomestuff

fortheclub.



Me:wecandothatlater.

Igetupandwewalktothebedroomtogether.

I'vechosenbothouroutfitsalreadyandtheyare

laidonthebed.Wegetintheshowerandget

ourselvescleanafterthelongday.

AsIexithepullsmebackin,kissingmyneck.It

sendsshiversdownmyspineimmediatelyandI

moan.Hebendsmeoverthenentersme

withoutwarning.Heisslowatfirstbutlater

increasesthepace.Tofastandhard.He

switchesoffthecoldwaterandit'ssteaming

hot.

IfeelabouttoletouthisjuicesandIletitout

beforehedoes.

Hepullsoutthenwebothgetdressed.Thekids

arealsosalreadydressedandweleave.Weget

thereatsaround7andAphiweisalreadythere.

Shehugsallofusthenwesitaroundthetable.

Aphiwe:pregnancysuitsyoubytheway.



Chuma:I'llpretendIdidn'thearthat.

ThehelpersetsthetablewiththehelpofNondu

thenMrNgomaaenterswiththisbeautiful

woman.ThelookonKhwezi'sfacemakesme

wanttolaughbutIholditin.

HewantstosaysomethingbutIholdhishamd

andsqueezeit.

K'dad:goodeveningkids.UhmIcalledyouhere

foraveryimportantannouncement.

ThatisKhwezi'sdadforyou.Hegoesstraight

tothepoint.

K'dad:thisisClaudiaKunenewellsoontobe

Ngoma.We'regettingmarriedattheendofthis

month.

ThesiblingslookateachotherandAphiwe

laughs.

Aphiwe:I'msorrybutthatwon'thappen.

K'dad:sosincethisishappeningIdecidedto

leavethelegalbusinessworldandfocusonthe



illegal.Sofinallysonthelawfirmisyours.I'llbe

handingitovertoyouofficiallytomorrow.We

justhavetosignafewdocuments.

Bandile(Khwezi'sdad)ismyrolemodel.He

doesn'tevenmindthekidscommentshejust

carriesonlikenothingiswrong.Iwanttolaugh

sobadbutthisisserious.

K'dad:therestwilljustbefamilybusinesses,all

ofyoucanbeahelpinghand.Ifyoufailthen

that'syourinheritancegone.

Khwezi:sowhatwesayisnotimportant?

K'dad:allofyouleftmeherealone.Soyou

expectmetostaysingletillIdie?Ihaveneeds

tounlessyou'rewillingtoshareyourwife.

Me:uhmthefoodisgettingcold.

Chuma:yes.

TheyservethemselvesandIservemyhusband

andkids.It'sdeadsilencearoundthetable.

Justthesoundoftheutensils.



Wearedoneandreadytoleave.

K'dad:justsoyouknow,nothingyousaywill

changemymind.Goodnightkids.Makotiiza.

Ifollowhimtothekitchen.Heletsoutasigh

andIknowthatheisdefeated.Bandileisa

familyman,hewouldneverdoanythingthathis

kidsareagainstandI'msurehewasjust

puttingupabravefront.

K'dad:Idon'tknowanymore.Itgetslonelyhere.

ImissherallthetimeandIwanttomoveonbut

I'msuretheywon'tacceptanyone.

Isuddenlyfeelguilty.

Me:butareyoureallygettingmarried?

K'dad:no.Ijustwantedtoseetheirreaction.

ButIamseeingClaudia.

Me:justgivethemtime.

K'dad:Iwashopingyou'dspeaktoKhwezi.

Aphiwelistenstohim.



Me:I'lltry.

WewalkouttogetherandIheadtothecar.

Khweziisonanotherlevelofbeinghappy.

Me:andthen?

Hehandsmehisphoneanditsamessagefrom

Siya.

"Youwon,I'llleavebeforetheendoftheweek.

AndI'llnevercomeback."

Ijustlookatitandgiveitbacktohim.Ican't

commentwhilehissistersarehere.

Wegethomeandhewalkstothebedroomfirst.

Itakethekidstobedandgotomybedroom.

KhweziisinbedalreadyandIchanhetomypjs.

Me:andwhatdidyoudotoSiya?

Khwezi:Iaskedhimtoleave.

Me:wow.Whyareyousocontrolling?

Khwezi:IamdoingwhatisbestforEnzo.

Me:Enzowillaskaboutherdad.Sheknows



whoherrealdadis.

Khwezi:uhmSiyahasn'tseenherin2weeks

andIdon'trememberheraskingabouthim.And

IamafathertoEnzoasmuchasSiyais,I'm

evenwaybetteratfatheringher.

Me:whathappenswhensheasksabouthim?

Khwezi:we'lltellherhe'sgone.

Me:wow.

Khwezi:IcancallSiyaandaskhimtocome

backandhe'llkeeptorturingyou.

Me:that'snotwhatIsaid.

Khwezi:whatdoyouwantthen?

Isighandjustturntofacetheotherside.He

movesclosertomeandcuddlesme.Hepulls

meontopofhimandhesmiles.

Khwezi:stopbeingdramatic.

Idecidetokeepquietandletwhatflowsflow...
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Khwezi.

Letmeformallyreintroducemyself.I'mKhwezi

YangaNgoma.Alawyerandbusinessman.I

onlystudiedlawbecauseIwasforcedtobymy

dadsinceheyneededsomeonetodefendthem

andastimewentbyIfellinlove.Andthats

whenImetZintle.Ilovedherdearly,shewas

myfirstrealloveandImadeavowtomarryher.

WeobviouslyhadafewupanddownsandI

wasstillyoungbackthensoIfooledarounda

lot.AndZintledecidedtodothesameandthats

whatbasicallyledtoourbreakup-herfalling

pregnant.

AfterIlostherIjustfocusedonmybusiness

andtheillegalfamilybusiness.That'stheonly

thingthatmattered,ohandthegirlstoo.I've

neverhadaproblemgettinganygirlI'vewanted.

SowhenMbalicamearoundIhadanagenda

already,hititandrun.ButwhenIgottoknow



herbetterandpeoplebeingagainstus,thatall

changed.Sheactuallychangedmeintobeinga

betterman.AndthatswhenIrealisedthatI

wanttosettledownwithherandnooneelse.

We'vehadourproblems,especiallythefactthat

shewasinvolvedinmymom'sdeatheven

thoughitwasn'tdirect,thewholehousewife

thing,issueswithSiyaandBuhle.Wemanaged

topullthroughandthat'sexactlywhyInever

wanttogiveuponher.

.

It's7inthemorningandwearestillinbed.I'm

thinkingoftakingmywifeoutforherbirthday.

ButIhaven'treallythoughtitthrough.

Shestillpoutswhenshesleepswhichisreally

cute.Iwakeupandwalkdownstairs.Mysisters

arealreadyinthelounge.

Me:sisters!

Aphiwe:brother.



Chuma:hey.

Nonduisalreadymakingbreakfast.

Me:Ineedyourhelpagain.

Aphiwe:birthdayplans?

Inod.

Chuma:howaboutDurbanfortheweekend.

Me:thegift?

Aphiwe:there'sstill2weeks.Youcanthinkof

something.

Shewalksin,stillinherpjs.

Aphiwe:theAlu's!

Shesmiles.Godreallytookhistimecreatingmy

wife.She'sthebestthingthatcouldhappentoa

man.

Mbali:goodmorningeveryone.

Chuma:morning.

Mbali:isbreakfastready,I'mstarving.



Aphiwe:it'llbereadysoon.

Mbali:mhh.

Shecomesandsitsintopofmylapfacingme.

Mbali:andthenyoudecidetoleaveme.

Me:youlookedpeacefulandrememberwhat

happenedthelasttimeIwokeyouup?

Shelaughsandcoversherfacewithherhands.

Mbali:Iwaspregnantthen.

Me:Idon'twanttotakechances.

ShekissesmeandI'mshocked.Mbaliwould

neverdothatespeciallyinfrontofpeople.She's

evengrinding.

Aphiwe:hayihayigetaroom.

Shepullsawaythenlooksatme.

Mbali:Iloveyou.

Oknowthisisweird.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



Breakfastisreadysowegohavebreakfast.We

takeashowertogetherandsheisonherknees

beforeIevenknowit,suckingfordearlife.What

iswrongwithMbali?

Wegetdressed.

Mbali:I'mgoingtovisitmymomfortherestof

theday.I'mtakingthekidswith.

Me:ok.I'llgochillwiththeguys.

At12IleaveandgotoAnda'splace.Theguys

arealltherewhichisagoodthingbecauseI

missedthem.

Me:bobaby.

Anda:justlookathowrefreshedheis.He's

beengettingitall,everyday.

Ijustlaugh.

Libo:amdIknowhowwildmysistercanbe.

Me:Ihaven'tbeengettinganything.

Tumi:soyou'restarving?



IlaughasIthinkofthismorning.

Me:I'dneverstarve.

Anda:That'showamarriedmanspeaks.

Welaugh.

Wearedrinkingandtalkingabouteverything

thenIreceiveamessagefromarandom

number."We'repregnant"andthere'sapicture

ofascanalso.There'sonlyonepersonIcan

thinkofandit'sBuhle.I'mfreakedout.

ThisisgoingtokillMbali.

Anda:areyouokay?

AsI'mabouttoshowhimmyphoneringsand

itsmywife.

Me:baby.

Mbali:Imissyoualreadyandit'snotevenfunny.

Pleasecomehome.

Ichuckle.

Me:I'monmyway.



ShehangsupandIshowAndathemessage

andhe'sshockedtoo...
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Khwezi.

Ihavemixedemotions.Isobadlydon'twant

Mbalohurtagain,Ican'tkeephurtingherlike

thisbutthenagainthatcouldbemybaby.

IcallthenumberandjustasIguessedit'sBuhle.

Buhle:soyousawthemessage?

Me:ofcourse.Whatthehelldoyouwantfrom

me?

Buhle:Iwasjustlettingyouknowaboutyour

baby.

Me:forsomeonewho'sworkedwithmefor

yearsyou'rereallystupid.

Buhle:thereisnocrimeinwhatIdid.



Iparkoutsidemyhouse.

Me:BuhleI'llcallyouwhenIhavetime.

Ihangupandgetinside.Lwethuisalreadyat

thedoor.Healwayswaitsforme.Ipickhimup

andspinhimaround.Andhelaughs.

IwalktomybedroomandAluisinbed.Iwant

totellhereverythingbeforeBuhletellsher.

Ilockthedoorandsitnexther.

Me:sohowwasyourday?

Mbali:perfectyours?

Me:goodmylove.Andwhyareyouinbed?

Shetakesoutherphoneandshowsmethe

scanandmessagefromBuhle.Iswallowreally

hard...

Mbali...

IhavenoideawhatIdidtodeserveallthis.It

hasbeenscandalafterscandalnothingever

worksoutmywayoratleasttheperfectway.I



knowmarriageisn'tsupposedtobeperfectbut

thisistoomuch.

Me:sowhatnow?

Khwezi:Idon'tknowmylove.

Itisnowquiet.Iletoutasighandjustlookat

him.

Thisisprobablythefirsttimethatthereisno

solution.

Khwezi:I'llsoanythingthatwillmakeyouhappy.

Idon'twantanythingtohurtyou.

Me:Idon'tknowKhwezi.Afterallitcouldbe

yourbaby.

Heletsoutasighandrubshishead.

Khwezi:Icouldhelpherraisethebabybutyou

knowshewillbelikeallbabymamas.Always

onourcase.ImeanIdon'twantanythingthat

willlinkmetoher.

Me:sowhatdoyousuggest?



Khwezi:I'llfiguresomethingout.Ipromise.

Iamsuddenlyquiet,Idon'tevenhaveenergy

anymore.

.

Soasawkwardasthingswerewetriedtokeep

ourhomeatpeace.AweeklaterKhwezitold

mewewon'thavetoworryaboutBuhle

anymore.Idon'tknowwhathedidandhe

wouldn'ttellmesoIlethimbe.Mybirthday

cameatthewrongtime.Wehadplansbutafter

thiswholeBuhlesagaIwasnoteveninthe

moodsoKhwezijustcancelledeverythingand

wespentmybirthdaytogetherasafamily.

Chumawasdonedonewithherfinalexamsand

shewassohappybecausethewakingupthing

wastiring.Iwassurprisedmybrotherwasstill

withherandforonceIsawmybrotherwas

seriousaboutsomeone.

Somyladiespulledthroughandhelpedmeplan

mybaby'sbirthday.



Soit'stheSaturdayandI'monmytows

finalisingeverythinginthebackyard.Khweziis

helpingandthecateringladiesarealreadyhere.

Khwezi:youshouldgotakeabath.Thepeople

willbeherein30minutes.

Me:youtoo.

Wewalkupstairsandtakeabathtogether.We

bothdecideonblackandwhite.Soblackjeans

andwhitetshirts.Iamwearingnudestilettos

andhewearssneakers.Thekidsarealready

dressedrunningaroundintheplayroom.

Me:Lwethu!

Helooksatmethengiggles.

"Family!!"ThatcouldonlybeOlwethu.Iwalk

downstairswithLwethuandKhwezifollows

withEnzo.

Olwethu:lookatyou.

Sheswithherdaughterwhoisabityounger

thanEnzo-Singalakha.



Khwezi:myman!Singa!

Shesmiles,she'sacutie.

Olwethu:howiseverythinggoing?

Me:well.

ThedoorswingsopenandAmandaandmydad

walkin.Beforeweknowitthebackyardisfull.

Allmyfriendsarehere,Khwezi'sfriendsand

bothourfamilies.

Thekidsareenjoyingthemselves,gettingface

paintsandplayinggames.I'mwithmygirls.

Siba:thisisasuccess.

Me:Iknow.

Thando:youmustbetired.

Me:very.Wewokeupat6justtogeteverything

done.

Zim:that'snotearly.

Me:forsomeonewhosleptat2itis.



Olwethu:ooohIgetyou.

Welaughandcarryinchatting.Icheckon

everyonebeforewehaveourlunch.They

exchangegiftsandthedaygoeson.At5people

startleavingandwearealltiredbutwehavea

latenightadultparty.

Anda:hostessyethu.Canwegetmoredrinks.

Igetupandwalktothekitchenonlytofindmy

momanddadineachothersarms,gigglinglike

livestruckteenagers.Iclearmythroatandthey

pullawayfromeachother.

Dad:ohMbaliwewereleaving.

Me:ohok.

Mom:I'llgokissmygrandkidsandleavesince

you'rehavingyourparty.

Me:ok

Shewalksawayandit'sjustmeandmydad.

Me:bytheway,youhavelipstickonyourshirt.



HelooksembarrassedbutIdon'tcare.

Me:sohowlonghasthisbeenhappening?

Dad:what?

Me:youknowwhatImean?

Dad:nothingishappeningbetweenmeandyour

mother.

Amandawalksin.

Amanda:you'vebeenbusy.Thankyou,we

enjoyedourselvesandourgrandchildrenalso

hadagoodtime.

Wehugandtheyleavemymomfollows

afterwards.Igobacktothebackandit's

startingtogetdark.Everyoneisdancingand

drinking.I'mjustsippingonmywater.Idon't

feellikealcohol.

Siba:thelasttimeyoudidthisyouwere

pregnant.

Me:I'mstillonthepillsoworrynot.



Olwethu:youbetternotbe.

Aphiwe:Iknowhowmybrotheris.

Me:youguys,I'mnotpregnant.

WehavechatswhiletheydrinkthenIlater

decidetogotobed.Iamsupertired.

Khweziwalksin.

Khwezi:soearly?

Me:yes.I'mtiredandpeopleshouldleavesoon.

Khwezi:okthen.

HelooksatmeandhonestlyIthinkthere's

somethinghewantstotellme.

Me:whatnow?

Khwezi:nothing.Sotellmewhenarewetrying

again?

Me:Lwethujustturnedone.

Khwezi:Iknowbutweneedtohaveafamily.

Me:weareafamily.



He'squiet.

Me:soyouplanonkeepingthisBuhlethinga

secret?

Khwezi:Idon'twantyougettinginvolved.

Me:whatreallyhappened?

Khwezi:I'llbewiththeguys.

HewalksoutandI'mdefeatedsoIsleep...
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IwakeupontheSundaymorningandI'mreally

tired.IdoubtI'llbeabletogotochurch.

Lwethuisrunninginourbedroom.Thiskidhas

somuchenergy.Ipickhimupandhegetsin

bedandwakeshisdadup.

Lwethu:tata!Tata!

Khweziwasabitdrunklastnightsohe

probablyhasahangover.



Hewakesupandkisseshimandhegiggles.

Khwezi:goodmorning.

HeattemptstokissmebutImoveaway.

Khwezi:ha.ake.

Hepullsmethenkissesme.

Me:sodideveryoneleave?

Khwezi:yeah,justAphiwe.

Me:ok.I'llgomakebreakfastthen.

Iwalkoutandgobrushmyteethandwashmy

face.Iwalkdownstairsandmakebreakfast.

Khwezi'sphoneisinthelounge.AndI'm

thinkingofgoingthroughitsincehe'sbeenso

secretiveaboutthiswholeBuhlething.Iknow

thepasswordsoIgothroughhismessages,

calls,whatsappandthere'snothinguseful.

"Haveyouseenmyphone?"

Islipitinmypocketandturntofacehim.

Me:no.



Khwezi:Ineedtocallthecleaningservices.

Me:ohhI'llhelpyoulookforit.

Iwalkbacktothekitchenandfinishup.Itake

thefoodtothediningroomandgobackto

Khweziwhoisinthelounge.

Me:here.Ifounditonthekitchen.

HesmilesandI'mrelieved.

Iwalkupstairsandwakeeveryoneup.Wehave

ourbreakfastoverlightconversation.After

breakfastIgotakelongshower.Wearmyblack

shortjumpsuiywithflipflops.Novemberis

reallyhot.

Khwezi:I'mgoingtothewarehouse.

Me:you'respendingalotoftimeatthe

warehouselately.

Helooksatmethenfixeshisshirt.

Khwezi:Ineedthemoney.

Me:KhweziIknowyou'relyingtomeandthis



won'tendwell.

Khwezi:whywouldIlie?

Me:Idon'tknowokay?AndifIeverfindwhat

you'rehidingfromme,hellwillbreakloose.

Khwezi:isthisaboutBuhle?Finethen,I'm

keepingheratoneofoursecretlocationstill

shegivesbirth.

Iletoutasigh.Ididn'twanthertobedeadbutI

stillwouldhaveappreciatedhonesty.Andthen

hestillasksmetogetoffthepillbuthe's

waitingforthebirthofhisbaby.Iknowthebaby

isinnocentbutIdon'tthinkIcanraisesomeone

else'schild.Iknowyou'llsayI'mbeingunfair

andhypocriticalbutIcan'tlivewithwhatBuhle

did.Justthethoughtofithurtsmetothecore.

Me:thenwhydidyouhavetohidethat?

Khwezi:yourreactiontellsmeIshouldn'thave

eventoldyou.AluIknowhowthishurtsyoubut

shecouldbecarryingmychild.



Me:ofcourse.

Iwalktothedoorandhepullsme.

Me:justleavemealone.

Khwezi:wehavetotalk.

Ijustlookathimandsaynothing.Iamangry.

HeobviouslymetwithBuhleafterIaskedhim

notto.

Khwezi:Mbaliloomatme.

Ipullmyhandfromhimandleavethebedroom.

Iwalktotheloungewhereeveryoneis.

Aphiwe:makotiwasekhaya.

Ijustsmileandsitnexttoher.NowIcan'teven

tellanyoneaboutthisBuhlethingbecauseI

onlytoldSiba,OlwethuandZim.AndKhwezi

onlytoldAnda.

Aphiwe:andwhatdidhedothistime?

Me:nothing.

Hewalksinwithhiscarkeys.



Khwezi:I'llbebackbeforelunch.

Hewalksoutanddoesn'tevenwaitfora

response.

Aphiwe:isthiswhy?

Me:sortof.

Aphiwe:I'lltalktohim.

Me:don't.

AfterthiswholesagaIamseriouslynotinthe

mood.Thenextdayismydaughtersgraduation,

she'llbegoingtoGradeRthenextyear.Atleast

Ishouldfocusonthat.

It'slunchtimeandKhweziisnotheresoIdon't

bothertocallhimbecauseIknowwe'llargue.

Wehavelunchwithouthim.

Aphiwe:shouldIaskthedrivertotakemeto

theairport?

Me:I'lltakeyou.

ShetriestocallKhwezibuthedoesn'trespond.



Soweleavefortheairport.

Aphiwe:whateverishappeningbetweenthe

twoofyoushouldbesortedsoon.

Me:that'sifyourbrotherwantsthattohappen.

Aphiwe:I'msureKhwezidoesn'tlikearguing

withyou.

Me:hedoesitalotforsomeonewhodoesn't

enjoyit.

Aphiwe:Iknowyou'llpullthrough.

Inodandshehugsme.ShechecksinandI

leaveher,drivingbackhome.Igethomeand

Khweziisstillnothome.It'sjustafter5.

IaskNondutocookbecauseI'mexhausted.

Enzo:mamaismyotherdadcomingtomorrow?

Me:nobabehe'sbusybutI'llsendhimpictures.

Sheseemsdisappointed.

Me:you'llvisithimduringtheholidaysifthat'll

makeyoufeelbetter.



Enzo:Ithinkhedoesn'tlovemeanymore.

Me:hestilllovesyou.Buthestaysfarsohe

can'talwaysseeyou.

Shenods.Thisisgoingtobehard.I'vealready

ironedandhungmyoutfitforthenextday.

Chuma:where'smybrother?

Me:Iwouldn'tknow.

Chuma:whatisgoingonbetweenyoutwo?

Me:nothing.He'snotansweringhisphoneso

hemightbebusy.

Thetableissetandwe'rereadytoeatwhen

Khweziwalksin.

Khwezi:I'msorryI'mlate.

Hesitsdownandserveshimself.

Chuma:we'vebeentryingtocallyou.

Khwezi:Iwasbusy.Where'sAphiwe?

Chuma:shewentbacktoCapeTown.



Khwezi:whywasn'tItold?

Me:youweren'there.

IfeelhiseyesonmebutIdon'tlookathim.

AftersupperIgostraighttobedandKhwezi's

diaryisonthebed.Ipickitupandsomething

fallsandit'sascan.IlaughindisbeliefbutItell

myselfIwon'taskhimanything.Iplaceonhis

sideofthebedthengetintobed.Hewalksin

shortlyafterwards.

Khwezi:Ihavebadnews.

Idon'trespond.

Khwezi:I'llbeleavingtomorrowafternoon.One

ofthemissions.I'llbebackin2monthstime.

Idon'trespondagain.AtthispointIdon'tcare

andIdon'tevenbelievethestory.

Khwezi:Alu?

Ipulltheblanketandcovermyselfhecomesto

pullitawayandIjuststareathim.



Me:Khweziwhatdoyouwantfromme?Iobey

allyourorders,Isubmittoyou,Idoallmywife

dutiesandontopofthatIdoeverythingto

pleaseyou.Sotellme,whatisitthatyouwant

now?

Hemovesawayslowlyandhelookssurprised.I

pulltheblanketandcovermyselfagainwhile

sheddingafewtears.Iamtiredemotionally.

Thereisnorestinthismarriage.Thereare

secretsandscandalsallthetime.Ican'teven

takeitanymore...
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Iwakeupthenextmorninganditlookslike

Khwezididn'tcometobed.Igetupandmake

thebedthengotakeshower.WhenIcomeback

Khweziispacking.Idrymyself,thenlotionmy

body.Iwearmyroyalbluebelowtheknee

bodycondresswithblackheels.Ifixmyweave

thenapplylipstick.Ilookthepart.Myphone



ringsanditsmymom.

Me:hey.

Mom:helloangel.Howareyou?

Me:I'mgreatyou?

Mom:great.YourdadandIwerewonderingif

wecouldcomethroughtothegraduation.

Me:ohyou'rewelcometocome.

Mom:I'llseeyoulaterthen.

Me:sure.

Iwalkoutandgohavebreakfastwithmykids.

Theyarestillintheirpjssoafterbreakfast

Nondubathesthem.It's9andKhweziisalso

dressed.IpickLwethuupandwegotomycar

withEnzofollowing.

Khwezi:Ithoughtwewereusingmycar.

Me:wellnotanymore.

Igetinthecarandhegetsinthefront.Idriveto

daughtersschoolandpark.Itakeherinside



thenweallgotothehall.Isitinbetweenmy

momanddad.

Dad:Iguessyouaren'ttakingthismissionthing

well.

OknowatleastIknowhe'sreallygoingona

missionandnotspendingtimewithBuhle.

Me:sortof.

Theceremonygoesonwithmetakingpictures

thewholetime.IsendafewtoSiya.She'sstill

hisdaughterandhehaseveryrighttohis

daughter.Wehavesnacksthenweleavethe

halltoourcars.

Dad:comeMbali.

Iwalkwithhim.

Me:ifit'saboutyoursecretthenit'ssafewith

me.

Helet'soutasigh.

Dad:yesandKhwezitoo.He'stryingtoprovide



forhisfamilysopleasejustlethimgo,itwon't

evenbelong.

Me:2monthsisaverylongtime.

Dad:it'llpassbylikeaweek.

Me:Ihopeso.

WewalkbacktotheothersandIjusthaveto

actlikewe'rehappy.

Dad:Khwezigoodluck.

Khwezi:thanks.

IhugthemthenwegetinthecarandKhwezi

driveshome.

Itsjustafter2.

Me:whenareyouleaving?

Khwezi:at5.

Inod.WegethomeandIgotothebedroom

andchange.

Khwezi:I'msorry.I'msorryforeverythingI've



everdonetoyou.Ididn'tknowthatshowyou

feelabouteverything.

Me:oh.

Khwezi:Idon'twanttoleaveknowingwearen't

ongoodterms.

Me:thatwon'tstopyoueitherway.

Heholdsmyhandsandlooksatme.Idon't

evenknowhowIfeel.Youknowwhenthatone

personthatmadeyougetgoosebumpswhen

theyholdyouandnowyouhavenoneofthat.I

justlookathimandfeelhurt.

Khwezi:Iknowyou'retiredMbali,I'mtiredofthe

fightingtoobutIpromisewhenIgetbackthe

firstthingwe'lldoistofixourmarriage.

Hekissesmyforeheadandthatreassuresme

thatwearestillinthistogether.Iwillnotletthe

devilenterintomymarriageruiningitlikethat.

That'snothowIwasraisedspiritually.

Iaminmyjeans,tanktopanddenimjacket.



KhweziisinthestudyworkingwhileI'minthe

loungewiththekids.

Enzo:whenisdaddyleaving?

Me:soonmyangel.

Shesulks.

Enzo:canLwethuandIgospendtimewithhim

beforeheleaves?

Inodandtheywalkaway.It'sjustChumaandI.

She'snowheavilypregnant-7months.

Me:how'sthepregnancy?

Chuma:yhoitspainful.Ifinditharddoing

anything.Amandawantsmetomovein.

Ilookatherandwonderwhoseideaitreallyis.

KnowingLiboheprobablyconvincedhismom.

Me:why?

Chuma:shewantstobethereasa

grandmother.

Me:didyoutellyourbrother?



Chuma:nobutI'lltellhimbeforeheleaves.

AcarhootsandIknowthey'reheretofetch

Khwezi.Hewalksintheloungewithhisbags,

hetakeseverythingoutsidethencomesback

andcallsmetothekitchen.Hepullsmeinfora

hug.

Khwezi:Iwantyoutobesafealways.I'veputin

extrasecurity,butIwantyoutoremember

everythingI'vetaughtyou.Ifanythinghappens

bereadytodefendbothyouandthefamily.I

reallyloveyouokay?

Inod.Hepullsawaythenkissesme.

HewalksoutandIwatchasthecardrivesaway.

TobehonestI'mscaredandhurtatthesame

time.

Idon'tknowbutmyemotionsaretakingover

andImisshimalready.It'sgoingtobealong2

months.Idecidetogotobed.Maybeit'llmake

thetimegobyfaster.



.

Itsbenn2weekssinceKhwezileft.Heskypeda

coupleoftimestotalktobothmeandthekids

butitwasn'tforlongthough.

Soit'saTuesdayandI'moutforlunchwith

Olwethu.

Olwethu:shameyoumustfeelincomplete.And

it'sonlythebeginning.

Me:you'vegotnoidea.

Olwethu:it'llgetbetter.

Myphoneringsandit'sSfiso.

Me:Sifiso?

Sfiso:weneedyoutocometothewarehouse.

It'sanemergency.

Me:whichwarehouse?

Sfiso:I'llsendyouthedirections.

Me:ok.



Hehangsup.

Me:uhmLwethuIhavetogo.There'san

emergency.

Olwethu:sure.I'llhandlethebill.

Itakemycarkeysandamessagewiththe

coordinatespopsup.IputthemontheGPSand

drivetotheplace.IgetthereandSfisois

outside.WewalkinandboomtheresBuhleona

bedandadoctor.Mybloodboils,Iamangry.

Me:whyamIhere?

Sfiso:KhwezisaidIshouldcallyouincaseof

emergenciesandthisisanemergency.

Dr:thebabyisnotgrowinginthewomb.

Chancesofitorthemothersurvivingarevery

little.

IlookatBuhleandpityher.Sheisinpainand

tearsarejustflowing.

Me:sowhatnow?



Dr:nowyouhavetochoosebetweenthebaby

andthemother.

Buhle:where'sKhwezi?He'ssupposedtobe

hereandnotyou.

Me:pleaseleaveus.

Theyallwalkout.

Me:seehowshittylifecanbe?Afewmonths

agoyouwerehavingmyhusbandand

destroyingmebutnowthetablesareturned,

youareonyourdeathbedandIhavetheoption

ofkillingyou...

Buhle:youwouldn't.

Me:Youusedtobememybestfriendyou

shouldknowmebetter.I'mnotevil,Iwould

neverkillyouorthebaby.

WearebothquietnowandIhavealltypesof

emotions.Idecidetowalkoutandthedoctoris

bythedoor.

Dr:sowhathappensnow?



Me:Idon'tknowandatthispointIprettymuch

don'tcare.

Iwalktomycarandjustletitallout.Idon't

knowwhythiskeepspoppingupinmylifeand

nowIhavetodecidewhathappensandIcan't

evenchoose...
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ItrytocallKhwezibuthedoesn'trespond.Icall

himacoupleoftimesandstillnothingsoIdrive

straighttoOlwethu'splace.SeeOlwethumight

bethecrazyassthatsheisbutdeepdown

thereisaheart.Ibuzzinamdsheopens.Ipark

mycarandwalkinside.Irunintoherarmsand

shehugsmerealtight.

Olwethu:whatisit?

Aftersometimeshelet'sgoandwegositin

thelounge.Shehasareallybeautifulhome.

Olwethu:talktome.



Me:nowthatgirlisdyingandapparently

KhwezileftmeinchargeandnowIhaveto

choosebetweenherandthebaby.

Shelet'soutasigh.

Olwethu:that'shard.Butreallynowwhat

happenswhenshediesandthebabyinnothis?

Me:exactlywhatIwasthinking.

Olwethu:andifthebabyishisyou'llhaveto

raiseit.AndyouandIbothknowyoudon'twant

that.It'llbeaconstantreminderofwhatBuhle

did.

TobehonestIdon'twantthisbaby,Iwouldn't

baabletoraiseBuhle'schild.Itwouldhave

beenbetterifImetKhweziwithachildalready

butnowit'satotallydifferentstory.

Me:Iknow.

Olwethu:ifIwereyouI'dletthebabygo.

Iletoutasigh.Myphoneranganditwas

Khwezi.It'sabittoolatebutIansweranyway.



Khwezi:babewhatsup?

Me:everythingisn'tright.

Olwethuwalkedoutleavingmealone.

Khwezi:arethekidsfine?

Me:yeahbutoneisn't.

Khwezi:whichone?

Me:yourunbornbaby.Apparentlyit'sgrowing

outofthewombandbothmotherandchildare

atrisk.Nowadecisionhastobemadeonwho

tosave.

Heletsoutasigh.

Khwezi:whatdoyousay?

Me:Idon'tknow.Itmightbeyourbaby.

Khwezi:Iloveyouok?Nomatterwhatdecision

youmake.

Tothinkaboutit.Buhlewasoneofthefew

breadwinnersathomeandIcouldn'tketherdie

plusthebabyisinoccentbutit'llcreate



problemsformymarriage.Maybeterminating

everythingthat'llleadbacktothiswillbemuch

better

Me:sowhatnow?

Khwezi:youcan'tkillthebabythough.

Me:KhweziIdon'tlikethisatall.I'mtheone

who'llhavetolookafterthatbaby.AbabythatI

don'tevenwant.

Khwezi:ButIacceptedEnzoandlovedheras

myown.

OkhedidnotjustuseEnzotowinargument.

Thisishisfault,hewassupposedtohandlethis

buthechosetokeepBuhlesafe.

Me:excuseme?Don'tyoudareuseEnzo.Ihad

herbeforewemetandyouchosetostaywith

meevenwhenyouknewabouther.Inever

forcedyouKhweziandyouweretheonewho

askedustomoveinwithyou.Sodon'tyoudare

fightyourbattleswithmydaughter.Andbythe



wayyoucancalltheprivatedoctoryouhiredfor

her,tellhimwhatyouthinkisbestforyourbaby

andbabymama.

Ihungupbeforehecouldsayanything.Khwezi

isreallygettingtomylastnerve.Ineverforced

himtoacceptEnzo,Itoldhimaboutmy

daughterthefirstdaywewentoutandwe

weren'teveninarelationshipyetbutheagreed

tobeinarelationshipwithmeanfevenasked

metomarryhimknowingaboutmydaughter.

Me:Olwethu!

Shecamerushingdownthestairs.

Olwethu:whatdidhesay?

Itoldhereverythinghesaid.

Olwethu:you'dswesrthesemengrewup

together.Theyareallsocontrolling.

Me:tellmeaboutit.

Olwethu:tellyouwhat?Let'sgoouttonight.



Me:onaTuesday?

ShenodsthenIleavetogetready.Igethome

andmykidsareatthedoor.

Lwethu:mama!

IkissEnzothenpickLwethuup.Heleansto

kissme.

Me:you'resweet,youknowthat.

Hesmiles.

Me:NonduI'llbegoingoutlater.

Nondu:ok.

IswitchmyphoneonandIhavesomany

missedcallsfromthenumberKhwezihasbeen

usingandSfiso.Iwon'treturnanyoftheircalls.

Soat7wehadsupperandItuckedmybabies

in.Wenttotakeashowerthenworemyblack

jeans,bracroptopwithajacketandmynavy

redbottomheels.Ilookstunning.Itakea

coupleofpicturesthenpostthem.



Me:NonduI'mleaving.

Nondu:I'lllockup.

ItooktheBMWX6.IwenttofetchOlwethu.

Olwethu:SibaandBabesarecoming.

InodsoIdriveuptofetchthemandluckyfor

usBabesiswithafriend.

Babes:heyguys.Okintro,Mbalithisismybest

friendQhama.Andviceversa.

Shelooksfamiliar.I'msureI'veseenher

somewhere.

Me:nicetomeetyou.Sowherearewegoing.

Olwethu:Barkulcha.

Qhama:letshiteveryclubthereis.

Myphoneringsandit'sthehusband.

Olwethuansweres.

Olwethu:KhweziwearebusyandMbalidoesn't

wanttotalktoyou.



SheswitchesoffmyphonethenIdrivetoour

destination.Weirdhowweareoutatnightwhile

we'reallmarried,wellexceptSiba.

Weareinsideandthevibeisthere.I'mpulling

outmybestmovesandthedjhasbeeneyeing

me.

Qhama:he'sbeenlookingatyouforaverylong

time.

Me:Inoticed.

Qhama:wannabenaughtyalittle.

Webothgiggleandgobacktotheothers.

Olwethuisdrinkingalready.

Siba:Idon'tevenknowhowI'mreportingfor

workdrunklikethis.

Me:andsomeofusarehousewives.

Babes:thegoodlife.Especiallynowthatthe

husband'sareaway.

Ithinkshe'stipsytoo.Idecidetojointhemand



drinkabit.WhenI'mabittipsywedecidetogo

tothenextclub.It'sthefestivesothevibeison

anotherlevel.Sowegofromclubtoclubtillthe

morning.It's8amandwearepassedoutinmy

car.TheminuteIwakeupandlaughthinkingof

thefunwehad.

IswitchtheradioonandQhamaandSibawake

up.

Me:ohmyGodhowdidweenduphere?

Siba:wherearewe?

Ilaugh.Ilookaroundanditlookslikethebeach.

Qhama:Ithinkweshoulddrivehome.My

husbandwillbeinmyneckthewholeweek.

Ilaughandmyheadhurtsthistime.Idrive

homeandfirsttakeQhamaandBabeshome.

She'shalfasleepwhenshewalksout.Idrop

Sibaoffthenit'sOlwethu.Iwakeherupandsh

groans.

Olwethu:wherearewe?



Me:yourhome.

Olwethu:whathappened?

Itrytoremindherandshelaughs.Shewalksin

andIdrivehome.Iparkthenwalkinside

throughthelounge.Igetsoberimmediately

whenIseeKhwezisittingonthesinglecouch...
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Iwanttogreetbuthelookstooangry.

Me:hi

Hejuststaresatme.Iwalkupstairsandtothe

bedroomthenIcallOlwethuandtellher.Sheis

institches.

Me:don'tlaughit'sbad.

Olwethu:shame.Andhe'stheonlyonethat's

back.You'reinsomuchtrouble.

Me:Iknow.

Olwethu:lethimfindyouinhisfavourite



number.

Goodidea.

Me:that'sagoodidea.I'llcallyouback.

Ihangup.Idecidetogotakeashower,lotion

myselfthenwearmyblacklingerie.JustasI'm

abouttositanddomyhair,Khwezienters.His

eyesroammybody.

Khwezi:Mbaliwhatareyoudoing?

Me:whatamIdoing?

Khwezi:howdareyouleavemykidsandgo

clubbing?

Me:itwasonce.Andwhyareyouback?

Khwezi:canwetalkaboutthislater?

Olwethuislife,hewashardandforoncedidn't

argueorshout.

HegetsclosertomeandIknowhe'sgoingto

showmeflames.

Hetakeshissuitandthrowsitaside.



Iholdhisneckandwekissfordearlife.Wemay

havehadourdownsbutImissedhim.He

immediatelythrewmeonthebedandgoton

topofme.

Me:ha.aKhwezi,Ihavetobesomewhere.

Khwezi:youcancancel.

Me:no.

HecontinuestokissmeandIpullaway.Ilove

teasinghimandmakinghimbeg.

Khwezi:please.

Hiseyeswerered,Ijustnoddedandhepulled

thelingerieoffandwentin.Iregretteditsame

timebecausehewasrough.Iknewitwasthe

angerinsidehim.HekeptgoingdeeptillIfelt

himclosetomyabdomen.Ikeptmoaningand

screamingtillwebothcame.Hedidn'tpullout

hejustrestedontopofme.

Khwezi:Imissedyou.

Me:metoo.



Wewerebothjustbreathing,lostinourown

thoughts.HefinallypulledoutandIwentto

takeabath.Idecidedtowearmybluesummer

dress.

Khwezi:I'mgoingtothewarehouse.

Inod.IamreallytiredoffightingwithKhwezi,I

don'tevenhavetheenergyanymore.

Khwezi:I'vedecidedthatthebabygoes.

InodagainbutthistimeIfeelasenseofrelief.

Khwezi:comeonAlu,I'mtryingtofixthings

here.

Me:Iknow.

Hewalksovertokissmycheekthenheleaves.

Ifollowhimandwalktothelounge.Imissmy

dad,it'sbeenawhilesincewe'vebeentogether.

SoItakemykidsanddrivetohisworkplace.

He'sinameetingsowewait.At2he'sdoneso

wewalkin.

Me:daddy.



Hesmiles.

Dad:whatalovelysurprise.

Hecomesovertohugmethenthekids.

Me:Imissedyou.

Dad:Imissedyoutoo.Butwe'vebeenbusy.I

heardKhweziisback.

Inod.

Dad:Mbaliyou'remakingthisboyweak.He

can'tkeepcominghomeeverytimeyoudon't

seeeyetoeye.

Me:Ididn'tdoanything.Ijustgotbackthis

morningandhewashome.

Dad:you'restressinghim.

Me:I'llbeagoodgirlthen.

Hesmiles.WecatchupthenIlatergoback

home.It'sweirdhowI'vegottensousedto

doingnothing.Wegethomeandwalkinside.

Khwezi:I'mtakingyouguysoutforsupper.



Enzo:yey.

Khwezi:canwegotothestudy.

Ifollowhimandheclosesthedoorbehindhim.

Khwezi:whatdoyouwantmetodoMbali,tell

mewhatyouwantmetodoinorderforustogo

backtowhatwewere.

Me:it'sgoingtotaketime.

Khwezi:ok.Buhlewon'tbetroubleanymore.

Me:Ihopeso.

Khwezi:believeme.I'msorryforeverything

that'shappenedthesepastfewmonths.Ididn't

meantohurtyoulikethat.

Me:Khweziit'sfine.Let'sjustmoveonand

forgetabouteverything.

Khwezi:ok.Wherewerewe?

Hemovesclosertomeandpicksmeupto

placemeagainstthewall.Wemakelovelikeit's

thefirsttime.Whenwearedonewecleanup



thengooutforsupper.I'mactuallygladBuhleis

outofthewaynowIcanhavemyfamilyback...
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SoIwakeuponThursdaymorningandItakea

shower.IgetoutoftheshowerandKhweziis

onthephonesoIdecidetodomyhairandnot

listentotheconversation.Iblowdrymyhair.He

endshiscallandlooksatme.

Khwezi:you'reupearly.

Me:it'safter8

Khwezi:stillearly.SoIjustspoketoAphiweand

shewantsustocomeoverfortheholidays.A

weekor2.

Me:that'sfinewithme.

Khwezi:thankyou.Sowe'releavingonSunday.

Inod.

Myphoneringsandit'sBuhle'smom.Okthisis



weirdbecauseshenevercallsunlessit'san

emergency.

Me:helloma.

B'mom:hello.Areyoubusy?

Me:notreallywhy?

B'mom:IwascallingtoinformthatBuhledied

lastnight.

IlookatKhweziandhelookscalm.

Me:I'msosorrytohearthat.

B'mom:thepolicearestillinvestigating.

Me:ohuhmcanIcallyoulater.

B'mom:sure.

IhangupandletoutabreatheIdidn'teven

knowIwasholding.

Khwezi:Buhle?

Inod.

Me:Khweziwhydidyoukillher?



Khwezi:whatgivesyoutheideathatIkilledher?

Me:becauseyoutoldmeyouhandledherand

nowshe'sdead.

Helookscalm.

Khwezi:Ididn'tkillherthen.Trustme.

IknowhedidsoIjustdecidenottoargueany

further.ItstimeIputthisincidentaside.

.

SoonSundayweareallpackedandreadytogo.

Nonduisonholidaysoit'sjustusfour.Wedrive

totheairportandbkardoirplanetoCapeTown.

KhweziandIareworkingonstuffsothe

tensionisabitbetternow.SowearriveatCape

Townandasusualwehaveourdriverdropoffa

carforus.

Khwezi:wannarestorgoout?

Enzo:letsgoout.

Me:Ithinkrestingisbetter.



WedrivetoDurbanville.Andwearewelcomed

byablackMercedes-Benzexiting.

Me:someonehaditallthismorning.

Khwezilooksatmeveryirritated.Idon'tknow

whyhestilltreatshissisterslikekids.Imean

I'myoungerthanAphiweandhereIammarried

tohimwith2kids.

Sheisfrozenwhensheseesusbecausesheis

wearingashirt,probablybelongingtotheguy.

Shecomestothecarandhelpsustakeourbag

tothebedrooms.

Aphiwe:isheangry?

Me:Ithinkso.

Welaugh.

Aphiwe:andI'mstillwalkingaroundinhisshirt.

Me:gochange.

Iwalkbackdownstairsandthefamilyisthere.

Me:shouldImakebreakfast?



Khwezi:yeah.

Iwalktothekitchenandstartcooking.Aphiwe

walksin.ShehelpsmehereandthereandI

serveeveryone.

Aphiwe:soClaudiaanddadwillbejoiningus

forChristmas.

Me:whataboutChuma?

Khwezi:yourbrotheriskeepingher.

Me:sotellmeaboutthisguyofyours?

ShelooksatmeandItrynottolaugh.

Khwezi:doesn'thehavemorals.Whattypeof

guydoeswhathedid?

Me:Idon'tseeanythingwrongwithwhathedid.

Aphiwe:wellheworkswithme.He'sasurgeon.

Me:that'sinteresting.Howdidyoumeet?

Aphiwe:wewenttovarsitytogetherthenmet

againatworkandthatswhenitallhappened?



Khwezi:howlonghasitbeen?

Aphiwe:5monthsnow.

Ismile.ButbythelooksofthingsKhweziisnot

impressed.He'sneverimpressed.Ifearforour

kids.

.

Sotheholidaywentwell.WespentChristmasin

CapeTownandKhweziandAphiwefinally

acceptedClaudiawhichwasgreat.Ihated

seeingmyfatherinlawlonely.

.

Soit'sthefollowingyearinFebruaryandChuma

gavebirthtoababygirlandtheynamedher

SibahleJessicaNgoma.Ihadjustreceivedthe

newssoIwasgoingtovisitherduringlunch.I

wakeupat9whichisabitunusualandIam

suoerexhausted.Itakealongshowerthen

wearmyblacktightsandtanktop.Igwt

downstairsandLwethurunstome.



Lwethu:baba?

Me:baby?

Lwethu:hallo.

Ismile,hugandkisshim.

Iwalktothekitchenandmybreakfastisready.

Nondu:we'reoutofsausages.

Inodandeat.

Me:whatdidyoudototheegg.Ittastesweird.

Nondu:Ialwaysprepareitlikethat.

Me:mhhthanks.I'mok.

ItakemycarkeysanddrivetoVincenttohave

breakfast.Iseriouslycouldn'teatthosesoI

headedtoSpurandhadsomethingelse.After

mybreakfast,IdrivetothehospitalbutbeforeI

evengettheretherearegunshots.Iconvince

myselfI'mhearingthingsbutIfeelmycarslow

downthenI'mtakenandthrownintothisvan.I

screamandkickbutthereisnoonetohelpme...
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Iwasthrownintoacarandlaterblindfolded.I

screamedandkickedandlaterrealisedthereis

nouse.ThecarfinallycametoastopandIwas

againcarriedandthrownontopofabedthen

tiedupandunfolded.Therewere2guysinfront

ofme.Bothdressedinblack.

Me:whatamIdoinghere?

Guy1:ourbosswantstomeetyou.

Me:andwhoseyourboss?

Guy2:you'llmeethimsoon.

Iwasscared,IhaveneverthoughtI'dbe

kidnappedoneday.

Guy1:yourhusbandislookingforyou.

Me:isthisabouthim?

TheoneguynodsandIsuddenlyfeellikecrying.

Idon'tknowwhattheyaregoingtodotome.



Theyblindfoldmeagainthentheywalkout.I

cryandscreambutrealiseitwon'thelpbecause

noonecanhearme.

Iamwokenupbyaslapagainstmyface,Ihit

thewall.Tearsjuststreamdownmyface.I'm

unblindfoldedagainandtheresfoodinfrontof

me.

Guy1:eat.

Ishakemyhead.I'mstarvingbutIdon'tknow

whattheydidtothefood.

Guy1:Iknowyouarestarving,eat.Youhavea

longjourneytomorrow.

Me:whereto?

Guy1:thebossisexchangingyouforsome

goods.You'rebeingsoldtosomedruglordin

Columbia.

Iscreamandcrylouder.Iamevenfeelinglight

headedfromcryingandthisguyisjuststaring

atme.



Ilookathetrayinfrontofmeandthere'sa

knife.Ipausealittle.

Me:canyougetmewater.

Hewalksoutandlocksthedoor.Ishifttotake

theknifeandtrytocuttherope.It'sthicksoI

struggleabitbutwhenIhearfootstepsI'm

done.Igrabtheplatestandbehindthedoor.

WhenheopensIhithimwiththeplateandhe

fallstotheground.Igrabtheknifeandstabhim

countlesstimes.Itakehisphoneandgunthen

walkout.I'msurethereareafewmoreguys

outsidesoIgetpreparedtofight.Thesecond

guyisbythedoorfacingtheoppositedirection.

WithouteventhinkingtwiceIshothiminthe

headandhefelltotheground.Iranoutofthe

house.Theplacelookeddesertedanditwas

darkoutsidesoIhadnooptionbuttogoback

insideandlookforcarkeys.Iknowthisisabad

ideaandtheymighttrackmebutIhaveno

option.IdialKhwezi'snumberandheanswers

immediately.



Khwezi:tellmeyouhavesomethingforme?

Me:baby?Ineedyourhel....

Khwezi:whereareyou?

Me:Idon'tknowbutI'musingtheircarandthey

mightlocateme.

Khwezi:justtrytogettoamainroad.I'lltryand

locateyou.

Me:ok.Pleasedon'thangup.

Heletsoutasigh.

Khwezi:ok.

HemakesathreewaycalltoSfisoandafew

minuteslaterhehasfoundwhereIam.

Khwezi:Ineedyoutostopthecarandgetout.

I'monmyway.

InodasifhecanseemeandIdon'tdarehang

up.Ipullupandwaitoutside.It'sabitchilly.It's

after9already.Afterwhatseemslikeforevera

carpullsupandIhide.Thedriverflashesthe



lights.

Khwezi:itsme.

Igetoutofmyhidingplaceandgotothecar,he

isstandingoutsideandIimmediatelyhughim

realtightandletoutasob.

Khwezi:I'msorrybutyousafenow.

Wewalktothecarandhedrivesbacktoour

home.

Khwezi:Ithinkweshouldgotothehospital.

Me:why?

Khwezi:Idon'tknowwhattheydidtoyou.

HedrivestothehospitalandI'mtakenin.They

runtestswhileIsleep.IwakeuptoKhwezi

staringatme.

Khwezi:Idon'tknowwhatIwouldhavedoneifI

lostyou.

Me:youdidn'tloseme.

Khwezi:Ihavegoodnewsbytheway.We're



pregnant.

Hesmiles.Idon'tknowbutI'mnotsoexcited.

Khwezi:we'llhavethescanjustbeforeweleave.

Inodandwefinallygodothisscan.Iam

emotionalforsomeweirdreasonandit'sweird

howInevernoticed.

Dr:moreinterestingnewsisthatit'stwoand

notjustonebuttwo.

Ismile.It'sonlynowthateverythingiscoming

backtome.

Wegetafewscansthenshecleansmeupand

Iamdischarged.

Whenwegethomeafewcarsareparked

outside.Wewalkinandmyparentsandstep

momarehere.Anda,Zim,SpokesandOlwethu.

Mom:ohmybabyareyouok?

Shesqueezesme.

Me:yeah.



Dad:haveyoufoundwhodidthis?

Khwezi:they'restillworkingonit.

Dad:it'sbeenmorethan12hours.

Me:relaxdad.

Olwethu:Iheardyousavedyourass.Yazigirl,

youneedtogivemelessons.

Olwethualwaysmanagestobringlifetoany

dullmoment.

Igiggle.

Me:we'lltalk.I'mhungry.

IlookatKhwezi.

Amanda:I'llgomakesomethingforyou.

Shewalksout.Isitdown.Ieatwhilewechat

thentheyleave.

Khwezi:I'llgotothewarehouselater.

Ishakemyhead.

Me:pleasedon'tleaveme.



Heletsoutasigh.

Khwezi:okIwon'tleave.Let'stobed.

WewalkupstairsandEnzoandLwethujoinus

inbed...

Herheart-Mystory

Summary

.

AfterthewholekidnappingincidentInever

droveagain.Itscaredmetoomuch.Ihadtoget

adriver.

Afterthewholeincidentourrelationship

somehowgotstrong.Idon'tevenknowhow

thathappened.It'sweirdbecauseIalways

thoughtnothingcouldbreakusapartbutnow

everythingseemsmoreperfect.

Thedaythetwinscametotheworldwasthe

worst.IswearI'mnevergivingbirthagainafter



this.SoitwasSpring,September.Mydriverand

Iwereatthebeach.Khwezidoesn'tevenwant

ustobeclosebutIdoneedcompanyafterall.

James:don'tyouwanticecream?

Inod.

James:justgetinthecarwhileIgobuy.

After10minutesorsoIstarttoloseit.Ihad

crampsthepreviousdaybutIjustthoughtit

wasoneofBraxtonHicks.

HecomesbackandItrytosmile.Ienjoymyice

creamonthebenchesandwhenIgetupmy

waterbreaks.Ipanic.

James:ohmyGod.Whathappensnow?

Me:getmetothecarandcallKhwezi.

HedoesasIinstructhimandwerushto

BeaconBayHospital.I'malreadysweatingand

breathingheavily.WhenwegetthereKhwezi

opensthedoorandhesmiles.Iamnotevenin

themoodtosmile.Theyhelpcarrymeoutand



I'mtoldtowait.It'slikethesekidsinsidemeare

fightingtogoout.Iscream,Khwezitriesto

calmmedownwhileIwalkaround.Ibend

hopingit'llgoawaybutitkeptgettingworse.It

wasonlyintheeveningthatmyfirstprincess

cametotheworldandthesecondfollowed

shortlyafterwards.Mycookiesfeltlikeitwas

onfire.Beingpregnantwasthelastthingonmy

mindfromthatdayforward.LesediandNaledi

Ngoma.Mybabieslookedbeautiful.

Khwezi:wowtheirsopretty.

Me:Iknow.

Khwezi:Ionlyshootdoubles.Soifeveryou're

pregnantandit'snottwinsI'llknow.

Ilaugh.

Me:it'sneverhappeningagain.IdoubtI'mever

havingsexagain.

Helaughs.

Khwezi:niwthatsnkthappening.



Welaugh.Ourfamiliesfinallycometovisitus.

.

It'sverystrangehowalothashappenedin3

years.ImetKhwezi,gotpregnant,gotmarried

andgotpregnantagain.InevereventhoughtI'd

bereadyformarriage.ButwhenithappenedI

grabbeditwithbothhandsonlyhoppingforthe

best.Itwasobviouslyadifficultjourney

especiallybeingmarriedtothemanI'mnarried

to.Khwezicanbesuchanuisance,hecanbe

socontrollingwhichirritatesmebutweget

throughthattoo.


