Introduction

I ran and ran until I couldn’t anymore my feet were hurting running on a gravel without shoes
was no child’s play to top it all we were experiencing one of the heaviest storms. | sat on the
grass trying to catch my breath then I remembered my little sister’s voice “yammy I’'m
scared” I cried out loud i wailed letting the rain mix with my tears. I had no choice but to
return home she couldn’t hide under the bed for the entire night. I walked back home feeling
defeated as soon as | opened the door | was welcomed by a hot slap

Me: “baba im sorry please” he kicked my stomach I felt something brake

Dad: “you little hoe who told you to put your hand on me” he kneeled in front of me
forcefully opening my legs my panties were already torn from earlier on when he tried to rap
me and | hit him which is why | ran away

Me: “baba please I'm still sore” he slapped me again

Dad: “ei voestek” he slammed into me hard I cried out loudly i was as dry as a desert, it got
worse every time he did it

Dad: “mmbh Jesus mmbh you taste better every time your mother has nothing on you™ he
groaned moving faster and harder on top of me his sweat wetting my already wet face

Dad: “kiss me” I shook my head crying which only gained me a fist to my jaw he put his lips
on mine | kissed him back. He pulled back then started strangling me | knew he was about to
come

Dad: “grrrrr sssh” I was running out of air then he stopped collapsing on top of me he kissed
me | had no choice but to kiss him back

Dad: “if you abort my child again I will kill you yamkelani” I didn’t say anything he wiped
my tears “do you hear me”

Me; “yes”
Dad: “yes, what? Am I dog”
Me: “yes baba”

Dad: “good” he got off me “go to bed I have an early day tomorrow at work and I want
porridge for breakfast”

Me: “yebo baba” I got up went to our room I pulled Masisi out under the bed she was asleep.
| put on the bed got in behind her holding her close | cried myself to sleep.
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Hi. Im Yamkelani Siphosihle Duma I’'m 16 in grade 10, from Umzinto KwaDumisa. I have a
little sister Masisi Snenhlanhla she is 8 in grade 3 she’s my life my everything the only
reason I haven’t killed myself I can’t leave her alone with this cruel people we call parents.

This is my life story

Part 1

| woke up early when the alarm rang at 05:30 I quickly turned it off before Masisi woke up. I
put on my flip flops | walked out the bedroom closing the door behind me, took a 25 liter
bucket from the kitchen I walked for 15 minutes to the taps where | collected the water as |
was about to put the bucket on my head someone took it our hands touching I quickly let go
and looked up
Me: “oh it you”

Nzuzo: “let me carry it for you”

Me: “I don’t want to get into trouble Nzuzo” Nzuzo went to my school but in grade 12 he
lived few houses away from mine
Nzuzo: “you won’t, come let’s go” I sighed and let him carry the bucket “why didn’t you go
get the water yesterday”

Me: “didn’t you see the storm” he chuckled
Nzuzo: “oh ja I saw it hawu”

Me: “where you coming from so early”

Nzuzo: “had to leave the cows at fields” nzuzo’s uncle had cows so he took care of them for
extra cash
Me: “ok” the sun was coming out I found him staring at me he put the bucket down and held
my cheek
Nzuzo: “your father is home”

Me: “yes”

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry”

Me: “im grown and im strong now let’s go before you get me in trouble” we continued
walking just faster when we got two houses away from mine he put the bucket on my head
Nzuzo: “I will see you at school”

Me; “ok” I walked home when I got there I boiled the water in the kettle while I made lunch
for my father my sister and myself, the water boiled before | was done with the lunches |
started making porridge when the water boiled I poured it in a bathing dish boiled another
kettle. I put the cold water in the dish making it warm then I took it to my father’s room I
knocked he opened the door all naked
Dad: “saw’ bona Yamkelani”

Me: “yebo baba I brought you water” he let me in I put the dish down when | stood up he was
standing behind me I could feel his hard penis on my back
Me: “I have to go the porridge will burn”

Dad: “I won’t take long” he threw me on the bed
Me: “baba please we going to run late I have a test” he slapped me
Dad: “shut up so I can finish quickly” he pulled down my track pants and spit on my vigina
before turning me around he fucked me hard when he was done he turned me around and
kissed me I got off the bed got dressed I went to the kitchen wiping my tears [ don’t even
know why I still cried. The porridge had burnt | had to start afresh I finshed making the
lunches took water to Masisi so she could bath



Me: “wake up Masisi” she opened her big beautiful eyes and smiled
Masisi; “Yammy”
Me: “come on” I pulled her up “bath and get dressed” I had already ironed her uniform and
polished her shoes along with mine yesterday
Masisi: “okay” I walked out found dad in the kitchen
Dad: “this porridge is still raw yamkelani” I tried explaining that the first one got burnt but
that only got me a slap “you so fuckn useless” he took his lunch bag “im not coming back
today have to see your mother” he grabbed my neck as if choking me and kissed me hard “I
love you Yambkelani and as soon as your mother dies we can finally be happy” he kissed me
again and left (my father worked at llovo sugar making company in Sezela and my mother
was selling fruits and vegetables at the rank in town she stayed at the shacks there she was
hardly home) I locked the door went to get ready for school checking on the porridge every
now and then. When we were both done we went to eat and eating | packed our bags then we
left I waited for Masisi’s transport first when it came I started walking to school which was
20 minutes away and masisi’s school was 30 minutes away I took my lunch money and stole
some from the grocery money to pay for masisi’s transport and I walked. As I got to the road
| saw Nzuzo and his friends he ran to me
Nzuzo: “ma’Duma omuhle”
Me: “go away Nzuzo, Hloni is watching us” Hloni was his bully of a girl she older than me
and fat she had already beaten me once
Nzuzo: “im not scared of her”
Me: “well I am” he laughed he had that funny laugh that made you laugh when you heard I
found myself laughing
Nzuzo: “you should laugh more it shows your cute dimples ndoni yam yamanzi” I blushed if
that’s even possible for dark skinned people
Me: “shut up” we walked pass Hloni and her friends they made nasty comments
Nzuzo: “Hloni shut up!!” I just walked faster. School flew by soon enough it was after school
| was walking alone | was drained my economics test had fucked me up I met up with Hloni
and her crew
Hloni: “you slut!”” She pushed and I ate the sand
Zinzi: “yajwayela lento” they beat me up so badly then left me there I stood up dusted myself
up and walked home | found Masisi already home sitting outside eating her lunch
Me: “why didn’t you eat at school” I opened the door we got in
Masisi: “I only ate half Yammy why is your uniform dirty”
Me: “I fell go on change I’ll make you lunch”
Masisi: “ok” she ran to our room I made peanut butter sandwiches and juice for us I also went
to change wearing leggings and a vest | soaked our uniforms we had lunch
Masisi: “is daddy coming home today”
Me: “no” she breathed out
Masisi: “he touched me yesterday it was scary” she pointed to her vigina | felt something
creepy run over my skin
Me: “I’'m sorry ok if he tried touching you again run and hide under the bed” she nodded
L LLLLLLLL L << << our father was a cruel cruel man it’s all started when 1
turned 14 he had been touching me in ways that made me feel uncomfortable if | told mom
about it she would just shout at me tell me to behave like a child my age. This one night mom
gave me warm water to bath the water smelled different that night it smelled like roses | took
a bath with a smile on my face, after bathing she shaved that little bit of hair I had on my
vigina she lotioned me and neatly tied my long hair while humming a song she got me
dressed in a beautiful short pink silk night dress Mom: “everything will be just fine my
angel” she put me in bed kissing my head and walked out Masisi was sleeping with them. In



the middle of the night I felt someone getting in bed with hands snaked around my body
“Sssh it only me” that was my father’s voice Me: “baba” I went ice cold when he started
kissing my neck his hands roaming around my body Dad: “I told your mother I want you
naked” he half shouted while taking my night dress off Me: “baba what are you doing im
scared” Dad: “don’t be sthandwa sam” he grabbed my breasts groaning Me: “please stop you
hurting me” Dad: “hush” I tried pushing him but he pressed his body on me pinning my
hands above my head “I can do this easily so that we both enjoy it or I can do it the hard
way” I was crying and squirming under him Me: “baba please stop please please” he slapped
me Dad: “voestek you making noise we doing this I raised you that virginity is mine if you
think I will let these boys take it you crazy” I screamed loudly it felt as if im being stabbed a
million times at once the pain in my vigina was beyond measures I couldn’t even explain it
he kept on going in and out and every time he came in the pain felt greater he ignored my
cries and my pleas of mercy eventually he fell next to me Dad: “mmh imnandi nkomo yakho
mntanam” he stood up and walked out | stayed like that like a frozen chicken crying my
voice couldn’t even come out anymore. In the morning my mother gave me cold water I took
a bath while crying silently she told me to shut up and wash my dirty sheets when I’'m done
bathing. I did just that from then onwards he just fucked me whenever he felt like.
SS>SSSSSS>SSSSSS>SSSSS>>>>
Me: “go write your homework™ we had finished eating
Masisi: “what are you going to cook”
Me: “what do you want”
Masisi: “I want pap and wors”

Me: “ok” she jumped off the couch running to our room I stood up started cooking while the
pots were on the stove I washed our uniforms we only had two sets of uniforms, we weren’t
exactly poor we afforded the basic needs and a few wants. When | was done washing our
uniforms and cooking we took our buckets she only carried 3 liter we went to fetch water.
After dinner we watched a little bit of tv the only time we had fun was when our parents were
not home. After 21:00 she went to bath and slept | cleaned and wrote my homework did some
studying at 01:00 | went to bed

part 2

My father didn’t come home for the rest of the week which made both Masisi and | really
happy. Friday after school | walked with Nzuzo home and as usual he was courting me
Nzuzo: “I promise you Yammy I’ll treat you right all you have to do is say yes”

Me: “you know Hloni has beaten me up twice already and we not even together”

Nzuzo: “I dumped her after the last time she hit you”

Me: “you only making her hate me more Nzuzo you know I have a lot going on I don’t have
time for a relationship | have Masisi that | need to take care of”

Nzuzo: “and I could help you with Masisi you know I love your sister”

Me: “just stop Nzuzo” he looked at me and nodded a relationship is the last thing I needed
how would I love someone when im so damaged how would | even begin being intimate with
him

Nzuzo: “I love you Yammy”

Me: “I’m not worth it nzuzo” he stopped walking and pulled me to him I got a fright and
screamed

Nzuzo: “hey hey it’s me look at me calm down” I was hyperventilating he held my face “just
breath thembalam just breath in and out slowly” I did just that until I was fine “can I hug
you” I nodded he wrapped his arms around me and held me close it felt so different it felt like



home it felt warm I could feel his heart beating his smell filled my nostrils but it didn’t
suffocate me like dad’s it didn’t make me cry instead I smiled then he pulled back letting go
of me

Nzuzo: “I got you okay all you have to do is hold my hand and cry out to me no matter what
just cry out, okay?”

Me: “okay”

Nzuzo: “you worth everything I could give you and so much more”

Me: “I want to believe you”

Nzuzo: “T’ll spend the rest of our lives proving it to you. Now come let me buy you a
popsicle it a hot day” I smiled as we turned a corner going to the tuck shop he bought 3
popsicles

Me: “why two”

Nzuzo: “it’s for Masisi”

Me: “thank you” We were almost at home

Nzuzo: “look at your sister playing nabo tokoloshe” he was laughing I pushed him

Me: “leave her alone” Masisi was playing alone in the yard we didn’t have friends our
parents didn’t want us to have apparently all the girls around are bad influences

Nzuzo: “she is so cute though just like her big sister”

Me: “so you saying im cute?” I chuckled

Nzuzo: “you know you cute”

Me: “bye I'll see you Monday”

Nzuzo: “I’m going to Mzinto tomorrow need to post my cao form I’ll buy you a phone”
Me: “I won’t accept it”

Nzuzo: “I need to communicate with you, June exams are around the corner [ won’t have
time I’ll be going to school early coming out late”

Me: “I won’t take it” Masisi ran to us we had stopped by my house

Masisi: “hello Nzuzo” I gave her the popsicle “thank you”

Nzuzo: “hello Masisi”

Me: “Nzuzo bought it for you”

Masisi: “thank you, Yammy im hungry”

Me: “bye Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “T’ll meet you by the river tomorrow at 17:00” I sighed

Me: “ok” I took Masisi’s hand we walked in the yard Nzuzo watched us until we got in the
house

Masisi: “nzuzo likes you”

Me: “what you know about liking?, go change I’ll make lunch” she went up singing
zongthola mbhlome lanjeni by mafikizolo I laughed joining her in we sang loudly, | warmed
yesterday’s food and was only going to buy bread on Sunday afternoon I left the pots on the
stove went to change.

*

Saturday we woke up late | made porridge we ate while watching yotv after breakfast I
cleaned she washed the dishes, | did our washing I left it outside on the line to dry we
watched tv she had already took a bath around 15:30 | went to bath I got dressed in jeans and
t-shirt with pumps | tied my hair making a high bun we had long hair naturally straight
Masisi: “Yammy you look beautiful”

Me: “awu come on Masisi it’s just simple clothes that you always see me wearing”

Masisi: “mmh go bring me back popsicle”

Me: “it late you can’t it when the sun has gone down”

Masisi: “ok”

Me: “are you sure you okay with being here alone”



Masisi: “yes I will keep the door locked if baba comes home I’ll run and hide under the bed”
| sighed and kissed her forehead

Me: “I’ll be back soon” she nodded I took a bucket and left after making sure she locks the
door. | walked to the taps | found Nzuzo already there with some girls I filled the bucket and
watched them he hadn’t seen me when it was full I asked another girl to help me put it on my
head that’s when he saw me

Nzuzo: “hawu Yamkelani why didn’t you tell me you here”

Me: “you were busy” he took the bucket of my head

Nzuzo: “I came here for you”

Me: “didn’t seem that way” I said with a little attitude he chuckled

Nzuzo: “are you jealous”

Me: “what? Me? Ofcos not” he just laughed hard

Nzuzo: “wait here” he ran to the group of girls and came back with a plastic

Nzuzo: “hold here and let’s go” I took it we walked

Me: “so did you post”

Nzuzo: “yep”

Me: “you applied late”

Nzuzo: “it just 2nd options I already applied at Wits” that left an unsettling feeling

Me: “hope everything goes well”

Nzuzo: “me too, we should hurry it getting dark and Masisi is alone” we walked faster when
we got to home he gave me the bucket I gave him back his plastic

Nzuzo: “it yours, charge the phone for the whole night”

Me: “im not taking the phone” he kissed my cheek and left running I looked at him as he
disappeared running I knocked

Me: “Masisi it me” she opened I gave her the plastic went to leave the bucket in the kitchen
went back to the lounge (we had a 4 room house just 2 bedrooms a kitchen and lounge) she
was already taking the things out

Masisi; “wow! You must go to Nzuzo all the time” I just smiled I felt uncomfortable he had
bought a pink Nokia Asha, chips and chocolate all in two, 2 streetwise 2 with a 2 liter coke
and bread

Me: “start eating I’ll go charge the phone” I went to our room charged the phone went back
to my sister we ate she couldn’t stop laughing we had had kfc before if baba got paid but we
always shared the 2 pieces.

*

Baba didn’t come back again the whole of the following week. But Friday when I came back
| found both him and mom home watching tv | got in and greeted they greeted back | went to
my room Masisi’s bag was on the bed I closed the door and looked under the bed she was
there

Me: “hey”

Masisi: “yammy” I pulled her out “I’m scared”

Me: “don’t be baby im here now change and wear tracksuits okay don’t show your skin” I
don’t even know how that was going to help we both changed wore tracksuits I went to make
lunch for the both of us they had bought groceries which means I would have to take masisi’s
lunch money as well in order to pay for her transport we ate in the kitchen | washed the
dishes and started preparing dinner my father had to have meat with all his dinner mom got in
Mom: “what are you cooking”

Me: “chicken and rice”

Mom: “your father wants beef” | put back the chicken took out beef

Me: “he could have said so earlier now I have to defrost this then he is going to complain that
dinner is late” I was mumbling thinking she had left but when I felt a hot slap I regretted even



thinking

Mom: “just because you fucking my husband doesn’t mean you get to talk to me like that”
she walked out | cooked with tears running down Masisi was in our room playing games on
my phone. | finished cooking dished up for everyone we had dinner later everyone went to
sleep I had Masisi sleeping on the couch with her head on my lap | was still watching tv
when my phone rang it was on silence | took it out answered

Me: “hello”

Nzuzo: “im outside I need to see you”

Me: “dad is home”

Nzuzo: “im leaving for durban now so please ma’Duma wam please”

Me: “2 minutes”

Nzuzo: “ok thank you™ I carefully lifted Masisi then sneaked out

Nzuzo: “T have to go with my uncle I’ll be back Sunday”

Me: “have a safe journey” we hugged he kissed my head I ran back in but I froze when I
found my father in a lounge with a saymboke and my phone on the table | touched my pocket
then remembered I hadn’t put it in my pocket

Me: “ba..... Baba” he threw it on the wall then stood up coming to me

Dad: “you cheating on me, who is this man buying you things” he started hitting me | was
crying begging for mercy at one point | was even begging for the lord to take me

Dad: “you.are.mine.yamkleni” he emphasized each word “i am not going to share you with
anyone in anyway | give you love and you return that by being a bitch nxa” he walked away |
just cried I couldn’t even move a finger every part of my body was hurting I was still crying
when | felt small hands on my face | looked up it was Masisi

Masisi: “im sorry yammy”’ she was crying as well

Me: “help me up” she did every step brought excruciating pain we got to our bedroom 1 took
off my tracksuits and stood in front of the mirror | had bruises all over

Masisi: “wait here” she ran out came back with a basin “I put cold water and detol” I laid on
the floor she wiped my bruises

PART 3

I had hardly slept | was in so much pain, Masisi had to sleep on the floor because she kicks in
her sleep she was hurting me.

Masisi: “Yammy” she was hitting my face lightly

Me: “im up Masisi, what’s wrong?”

Masisi: “I brought you breakfast sit up” | did ignoring the pain

Me: “did you eat”

Masisi: “no mom said you will make your own egg and sausage so I giving you mine”
Me: “go get another 3 slices of bread and juice we will share the egg and sausage” she
nodded and ran out I cut both the egg and sausage in halfs when she came back [Twe ate
Masisi: “I got you something” she got off the went under the bed and came out with my
phone

Me: “how did you get it”

Masisi: “I stole it in their bedroom it wasn’t broken I put it back together for you it still
working”

Me: “don’t ever! Ever ever! Go back to that bedroom Masisi am I clear”

Masisi: “yeah”

Me: “Masisi are you hearing me?!”

Masisi: “yes I’'m sorry” she looked down

Me: “thank you” she nodded and came back to bed I had lots of missed calls and sms from



Nzuzo

Masisi: “I don’t know how to boil water guess we not bathing today”

Me: “yeah” she took the dishes to the kitchen I sent Nzuzo a please call me he called back
immediately

Me: “hi”

Nzuzo: “hey why weren’t you answering your phone I’ve been worried”” something in his
voice just made me cry

Me: “baba found the phone last night when I came back from you he hit me so bad Nzuzo |
can’t even move everything hurts” he let out a lot of swore words

Nzuzo: “T’1l kill him I swear I’ll kill him” we came from a place where everyone minds their
own business, where there’s no faith in the justice system reporting my father wouldnt do me
any good I’ve reported him before he didn’t even spend a night in jail on the other side I got a
beating of a lifetime | slept outside in the cold weather for two nights without food after that
they left for the whole month leaving us without food or money we both didn’t go to school
for a week because I couldn’t move due to pain.

Me: “just calm down”

Nzuzo: “I wish I was there”

Me: “it hurts so bad Nzuzo I’m in so much pain”

Nzuzo: “T’ll send Thandi to buy panado at the tuck shop I’ll call you when she is by your
house send Masisi to go get them” Thandi was his cousin

Me: “thank you”

Nzuzo: “I love you Yamkelani”

Me: “nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “I know you can’t love me, you don’t know how to love me I’ve heard it all before.
All im saying is I love you”

Me: “ok”

Nzuzo: “let me call Thandi” he dropped the call.

Later on the door opened and mom came in

Mom: “you busy sleeping here who do you think is going to cook dinner”

Me: “im sorry im coming”

Mom: “good, your father bought chicken you have to slaughter it and make steam bread”
Me: “ok”

Mom: “heard you got a boyfriend” she laughed clapping her hands” I don’t even know who
would look at your ugly face you nothing but a worthless bitch nxa” she walked out I stood
up covered Masisi nicely with the blanket she was asleep, the pills Nzuzo got me were
helping the pain was a little numb. | went downstairs started with mixing the steam bread
then | cut the kitchen which I had to chase around the kitchen first after cutting it | cleaned it
up then boiled it | was peeling potatoes when | smelt him before he even said anything he
kissed my neck from behind

Dad: “mmh I love your food sthandwa sam” I moved from him but he pulled me back
roughly he started biting my neck while rubbing my vigina under my track pants

Me: “baba you hurting me my body is sore from the beating” he just clicked his tongue and
walked away. | finshed cooking hours later we had dinner when my parents went to sleep |
cleaned and washed the dishes I also went to bed I chatted with Nzuzo on whatsapp until |
slept.

2 months later I had hardly been seeing Nzuzo and dad was home a lot sometimes he even
forced me to sleep with him in his bedroom | wouldn’t sleep those nights he would have sex
with me the whole night. I hadn’t gotten my periods for the whole two months when I woke
up vomiting | knew | was in trouble having an abortion scared the living shit out of me when



| had it last year | almost died

<<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL<<<<<<<< | had been throwing up a lot I couldn't handle
certain smells mom was home for two weeks she was traveling to and from work | guess she
noticed because she asked me when last had | had my periods | told her last month and | was
supposed to get them 2 weeks ago she just nodded. The following day she woke me up early
in the morning telling me to bath I did we left it was still dark outside we took a taxi to
durban it was my first time everything was big and beautiful I couldn't believe my mother
had brought me here | was looking around the big buildings fascinated by the busy streets
with lots of beautiful cars Me: "im going to buy that car one day mom" I pointed to the
maroon car written Range Rover she just laughed at my face Mom: "in your dreams you
black thing" I looked at her frowning before looking down [we walked and walked and
walked until we got to this dark passage filled with people who spoke a language | couldn't
understand it wasn't english. We got to this small room my mom spoke to the scary looking
man far from me then they came to me Man: "come" he had a funny accent | followed him to
a room he sat me on the bed pushed up my skirt and told me to open my legs Me: "no! Where
is mom" he walked out came back with her Mom: "stop whining we going to make the vomit
go away" | nodded they put somethings around my legs and hands tying them on the steel
under the bed. They ignored my cries of pain as they put things in my vigina scrapping the
inside of my vigina in the most painful way | was crying and squirming the whole time.
When he was done he untied me and pulled me off the bed | couldn't believe the amount of
blood I saw there with even clots my mother gave me a change of clothes I cleaned up and
changed he gave me pills. We left | was in so much pain | couldn't even walk properly we
took a taxi home. It was a week later when dad came home from work drunk and angry Dad:
"Yamkelani!!!" He screamed I ran to him he slapped me hard I fell on the floor "you dirty
bitch you fuckn hoe!! You killed my child" Me: "baba I don't know what you talking about"
he kicked me repeatedly Dad: "you going to lie to me you ungrateful bitch your mother told
me you had an abortion you Killer you killed my child™ it all came flooding back that what
went down that day was abortion Me: "im sorry please stop you hurting me™ he pulled out a
pocket knife and kneeled next to me he started stabbing me "aawu baba please I'll have
another baby for you please™ he didn't stop he continued stabbing me until | passed out. When
I woke up I was in hospital with multiple stab wound the nurses said | was found stabbed
almost to death by the road. >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

So now here I was clearly pregnant with my father’s child

PART 4

| was miles away while my maths teacher was teaching in the front someone shook me back
to life

Me: “mmh”

Mam: “I asked you a question”

Me: “I’m sorry mam I don’t know” the class laughed the mam just shook her head and went
back to teaching soon the bell rang for lunch break I went to sit in my corner just so | could
avoid running into Hloni, | was eating my polonoy sandwhich when this group of boys came
my way they spoke looking at me and one of them came my way

Him: “hey” he sat down

Me: “hi”

Him: “you beautiful” I rolled my eyes (I was dark but not dark dark more like light dark with
long straight hair with a little bit of curls I didnt even relax it I wore size 30 | was skinny
every part of my body was the same. Small ass, small boobs just small everything Masisi was
a mini me)



Me: “thank you”

Him: “I’m gift”

Me: “Yam..”

Nzuzo: “walk away” he shouted from a little far he was rushing to us

Gift: “hawu Nzuzo bru sorry I didn’t know she is yours”

Nzuzo: “well now you know so voestek and play far” gift stood up and walked away

Me: “that was unnecessary”

Nzuzo; “yes it was” he sat next to me and kissed my cheek “what you eating”

Me: “polonoy, do you want?”

Nzuzo: “yes” I gave him some we shared my lunch “are you okay you look a little bloated”
Me: “I’'m okay”

Nzuzo: “so I got accepted at Wits” my insides clenched

Me: “you going to leave me” he held my chin

Nzuzo: “I’ll be back before you even know it I’1l take us out of this place I promise you”
Me: “don’t make promises you can’t keep you leaving I’ll be here you will meet better girls
that side who will give you everything you need and want things I can’t give you and I can’t
even hold that against you so don’t promise me anything you don’t owe me anything”
Nzuzo: “I owe you my heart I love you thembalami”

Me: “ok”

Nzuzo: “and I will come for holidays my uncle said June holidays are long at varsities so |
will visit” Nzuzo parents died 5 years ago in a car accident so he stays with his uncle and
cousins

Me: “whatever”

Nzuzo: “don’t be upset”

Me: “I have no right to be upset”

Nzuzo: “im doing this for you for Masisi for us, we need this so | can take us out of this
place”

Me: “ok”

Nzuzo: “now tell me what’s bothering you I heard you were zoning out in class”

Me: “who told you that”

Nzuzo: “someone I asked to keep an eye on you for me”

Me: “I..” I got tongue tied where would I even begin to tell him im having my father’s baby
he will hate me and see me for what I really am a dirty bitch who fucks her father

Nzuzo: “talk to me”

Me: “I’m just tired Nzuzo school is draining that’s all”

Nzuzo: “ok thembalam” we had finished my lunch “come let’s go buy juice and chips I'm
still hungry” he stood up and pulled me up we walked to the auntys and bought then went
back meeting Hloni and her crew on the way she made that | will cut your throat sign
Nzuzo: “she won’t do anything to you or she will have me to deal with” he screamed a little
so they could hear him

Me: “you getting me in trouble Nzuzo I will have to deal with them when you leave next
year”

Nzuzo: ” I’ll take you with me” he laughed I just smiled which caused him to laugh more |
ended up laughing because of his laughter | was still laughing when he held my cheeks we
looked at each other

Nzuzo: “you so beautiful ndoni yami yamanzi” I blushed he put his lips on mine I breathed
out he started kissing me i wanted to kiss him back but I didn’t want to kiss him like how that
man | call a father taught me to kiss him, he pulled back

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry I just thought ..”

Me: “no it’s okay I just don’t know how to uhm ...”



Nzuzo: “to kiss” I nodded he laughed

Me: “don’t! It not funny”

Nzuzo: “oh yeah it is Yammy” the bell rang “I have to go I won’t see you after school I got a
class but send me a call back when you going to fetch water I’ll meet you at the taps”

Me: “ok” he held my chin brushed his lips on mine

Nzuzo: “maybe I can teach you how to kiss” he said jokingly

Me: “go away” I pushed him he left running and laughing I also went to class.

Later Masisi and | went to the taps after | had sent Nzuzo call back my parents were both not
at home, we found him already by the taps playing with his phone Masisi ran to him when |
got to them my little sister was in stitches

Me: “what’s funny”

Nzuzo: “it our little secret, right Masisi?”

Me: “mmh” I collected water while they played around when I was done with both buckets
Nzuzo took mine I took masisi’s we walked home I listened to them talking making jokes and
laughing. When we got home Masisi said goodbye to Nzuzo she took her bucket and left
Me: “you make her happy”

Nzuzo: “I wish I could make yoh happy”

Me: “when she’s happy I am happy” he just stared at me nodding he came closer to me I
involuntary went closer to him he cupped my face

Nzuzo: “I’m going to kiss you now okay just follow my lead”

Me: “ok” he got closer to my face his lips touched mine we both breathed out he started
sucking on my bottom lip I sucked his top one he didn’t just shove his tongue in my mouth
like dad this felt good it sent foreign feelings through my stomach he let go of my face his
hands went down my body he held my waist bringing our bodies even closer it felt magical |
didn’t want it to stop we kissed for the longest time until Masisi screamed from the yard
crying | pulled ran to the yard but nzuzo ran right past me

Nzuzo: “what’s wrong”

Masisi: “I saw a snake” nzuzo and I looked at each other then bursted out in laughter
Masisi: “don’t laugh I was scared”

Nzuzo: “where is it”

Masisi: “it ran when [ screamed”

Nzuzo: “sorry” he went to get my bucket

Me: “im sorry” I opened the door she got in I waited outside for Nzuzo he put down the
bucket

Nzuzo: “I love you”

Me: “bye” he left after kissing my cheek I got in locked the door

Masisi: “saw you kissing him”

Me: “shut up” she giggled

Masisi: “Yammy and Nzuzo sitting in the tree K.I.S.S.I.N.G” she kept singing until I
smacked her head lightly we laughed | cooked after cooking I ironed our uniforms.

The following day was friday after cooking | sat Masisi on the pillow down between my legs
| was doing her hair

Masisi: “ouch!”

Me: “sorry but be still please”

Masisi: “it’s hurts”

Me: “you the one who wanted it braided now be still”” the door opened my heart sank when
my father got he greeted he had plastics with him

Dad; “go unpack Yamkelani” I stood up took the plastics the kitchen he had bought some
groceries | unpacked putting everything in its place “fry me that liver Yamkelani I want it



with brown bread” he screamed from the lounge

Me: “Masisi come” she sat with me in the kitchen I fried the liver mixing it with onions when
it was cooked I served dad I had to be on my knees as a sign of respect

Dad: “thank you sthandwa sam” I gave him a fake smile, playing along to him meant I won’t
be getting a beating | went to sit next to masisi

Masisi: “can I have some” she whispered in my ear I looked at the dad’s food he was busy
eating and it looked flipn delicious I looked at Masisi and shook my head, at home you don’t
ask for something you wait until it given to you asking just annoys them

Me: “let’s go play in our room” we stood up went to our room Masisi was frowning

Me: “I left some okay when his asleep I'll cook it for you” she beamed

Masisi: “just like that with onions?”’

Me: “yes” she clapped excitedly I giggled “come let’s play” we sat in front of each other
started playing hand games until it late | missed nzuzo | just had this feeling of wanting to be
with him all the time. Late at night dad went to the local tarven we got a chance to fry the
livers Masisi couldn’t stop jumping around in the kitchen we ate it in front of the tv while
watching Live after it we watched a movie then went to sleep.

| was still asleep when 1 felt the bed move | looked up and dad was getting in bed next to
Masisi

Me: “what you doing”

Dad: “I want sex”

Me: “she’s just a baby”

Dad: “then give me sex dammit”

Me: “ok let’s go to your room” he got off the bed I followed him out the room to his room
Dad: “take your clothes off I don’t have all night” he stated irritably I took my clothes went
on the bed he joined he spat on my vigina and started penetrating me | just zoned out there
was seriously no point in fighting him but out of nowhere he punched me I felt like | was
losing a tooth

Dad: “don’t be just a frozen chicken move” he slapped me again I started crying silently
“move like a bitch you are” I didn’t even know what to do he has never had a problem with
me not moving so | just froze like always

Dad: “nxa you just useless” he got off me and collapsed next to me it didn’t take long he
started snoring loudly I got off the bed for dressed and went to our room | pulled Masisi close
to me and just cried silently my jaws were hurting really badly.

The weekend was just okay dad left Saturday morning.

Monday woke up 06:00 boiled the water while it was boiling | made our lunches I had to add
more sandwhiches on mine since nzuzo ate with me the whole time now. When the water
boiled I mixed it did Masisi went to wake her up she started bathing | also took a bath, after
getting dressed we had instant porridge then left waiting for her transport first. School was
just school as usual I spent my lunch with Nzuzo. After school | was walking alone Nzuzo
had afternoon classes | felt like changing my way when | met with Hloni and her friends at
the corner that leads home

Hloni: “if it isn’t Nzuzo’s skinny bitch”

Me: “please just let me pass I don’t want trouble”

Zama: “you should have thought about that before you stole her man”

Me: “I didn’t steal Nzuzo we just friends” qwaaa she slapped me I really needed to develop a
resistance to pain

Hloni: “you think I'm your fool” they started beating me up I was still screaming for them to
stop when | felt unexplainable pain then | felt something warm gushing down my legs I heard
the panic in their voices before they ran away | screamed for help until | passed out.



When | woke up | was in pain | looked around | was in hospital the room was filled with
people who had visitors a nurse walked past and | called her

Her: “yes”

Me: “canl have some water please” she smiled and gave me a glass the door opened and
Nzuzo got in

Nzuzo: “hey you up” I nodded

Me: “can I get something for the pain”

Her: “later after dinner” she went on

Nzuzo: “how you feeling”

Me: “I’m in pain, nzuzo Masisi is alone” felt panic brewing

Nzuzo: “she’s okay I took her home Thandi will sleep with her”

Me: “thank you”

Nzuzo: “I bought you some food and fruits I don’t know when you getting discharged but call
me. [ have to go now or I won’t catch a taxi back home”

Me: “oh ok thanks”

Nzuzo: “they say you had a miscarriage and you broke a rib but that’s all” there was no
emotion whatsoever

Me: “Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “you should have told you have someone, you fuckn let me fall for you and you
played me for a fool that whole I never kissed before shit. That was a shitty thing to do
Yambkelani | should have believed Hloni when she told me you sleeping with half the
school.” He was shouting through his teeth he stood up “let me know in time when they
going to discharge you so I can come get you” after that he left I just pulled the blanket over
my head and cried

PART 5

| just went on crying non stop until announcement that visiting hours are over was made. |
turned the other side and just cried about everything my fucked up parents, my fucked life
even my little sister. | was still crying when | felt someone shaking me | pulled back the
blanket quickly with hope that it Nzuzo but it wasn’t, it was another girl

Her: “hi, whatever it is that you and your boyfriend were fighting about it will work out.
Everything will be just fine give him time to cool off”

Me: “thank you” she smiled I sat up “I’m Yamkelani”

Her: “Sindiswa, what are you in for”

Me: “miscarriage and broken rib”

Sindiswa: “did he hit you? that why you lost the baby”

Me: “no ofcos not Nzuzo would never hurt me. His ex and her friends hit me”

Sindiswa: “I’m sorry”

Me: “thank you” she took out juice started drinking it I looked at the plastics there was 5
pieces of kfc, bread, mixed fruits, chips, juice and toiletries with pjs | took my phone and sent
him a call back

Sindiswa: “where you from?”

Me: “Dumisa and you?” We continued talking getting to know each other she was here
because she had a backstreet abortion and went horribly wrong. dinner was served but |
didn’t eat after dinner we got our pills I just laid on the bed trying to fall asleep. My phone
rang it was Nzuzo | had sent him a call back hours ago

Me: “hello”

Nzuzo: “hi, are you okay?”

Me: “yes how is Masisi”



Nzuzo: “she’s sleeping”

Me: “thank you Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “for what”

Me: “taking care of me and Masisi”

Nzuzo: “it what you do for someone you love”

Me: “I’'m sorry Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “who is he?”

Me: “you don’t know him it was a once off thing Nzuzo I’m sorry I should have told you”
Nzuzo: “k” he dropped the call. I know I should have told him but I couldn’t, I couldn’t risk
him looking at me and just seeing dirt the girl who fucks her father. I cried myself to sleep.

In the morning the doctor came to see us he told me | will be discharged after they cleaned
my wounds. | sent Nzuzo a call back and he called me during lunch time at school, said he
will come he will have to go to the principal and ask for leave . So I stayed for about 3 hours
| had already signed the discharge papers when Nzuzo came

Nzuzo; “hi, here I hope they fit I don’t know you sizes” I took the mr price plastic went to the
bathroom changed out of the pjs he had bought me a black maxi dress and denim jacket with
sandals it all fitted me. This thing of Nzuzo spending money on me worried me because the
Nzuzo I know didn’t have money he took care of his uncle’s cows and played soccer for extra
cash. I went back to him he had collected my food

Me: “thank you it fitted”

Nzuzo: “you look beautiful let’s go” we left in silence taking a taxi to Mzinto then from there
another taxi to Dumisa all in silence he was angry and if there’s one thing I know about angry
man is that you let them be or you will find yourself with a half swollen face. We got off at
the taxi stop walked home once again in silence

Nzuzo: “does he know you lost the baby”

Me: “we don’t talk I told you it was a once off mistake” He stopped walking and looked at
me his eyes were red | could see his veins on his forehead

Nzuzo: “you don’t get to do this Yamkelani! You don’t get to hurt me to lie to me then
dismay it like that” he wiped his tears with the back of his hand “you don’t get to fuck me up
then simply say sorry it was a once of thing. No Yamkelani you don’t get to do that to me!”
He was crying and shouting

Me: “Nzuzo I’'m sorry”

Nzuzo: “yeah well I’'m also sorry but whatever this is it over and done” he gave me the
plastic he was carrying “I’ll bring Masisi but I don’t ever want to talk to you or even see you”
he left | turned and got in the yard | opened the door and got in | was still in a little pain I sat
on the couch watched tv while eating leaving some for Masisi. After awhile she got in and
threw herself at me

Masisi: “i was so scared Yammy, Nzuzo told me you went to the hospital”

Me: “I’'m ok Masisi” she pulled out of the hug and pecked my lips softly

Masisi: “Nzuzo said I must take care of you and you two are not friends anymore” I felt my
tears falling Masisi wiped them “it’s ok Yammy I’m still your friend and I won’t stop okay |
promise”

Me: “thank you” she smiled and sat next to me

Masisi: “woo kfc!” She took some started eating “now that you and Nzuzo are not friends he
won’t be buying us nice stuff” I giggled

Me: “I’ll buy us nice stuff when I start work™ we stayed watching tv and eating until it was
late we took baths then went to sleep.

The following day we went to school at lunchtime Nzuzo didn’t come to me I had actually
not seen him when the siren rang indicating that we had to go back to classes | put my lunch



box in my bag stood up and started walking to class. I ran into Hloni she looked horrible she
had a bruised eye it was swollen and closed all navy and black

Hloni: “what you staring at mxm”

Me: “nothing, I wasn’t staring”

Hloni: “voestek™ she walked away so did I. After school | was looking alone as usual when |
saw Nzuzo walking with some girl from school he was even carrying her bag | felt something
brake inside me I went pass them he didn’t even greet they were talking and laughing. I found
my little sister at home already playing alone outside

Masisi: “hey Yammy”

Me: “hey how was school”

Masisi: “I got 96 for my tests”

Me: “heck yeah smarty pants” we high fived then got in the house

Masisi: “I was the highest in the whole grade Yammy everyone clapped hands for me”

Me: “I’m so proud of you” I kissed her head “tonight I’ll make you whatever you want me to
make”

Masisi: “anything?”

Me: “anything”

Masisi: “I want fried beef and pap with chakalaka”

Me: “ok” she jumped on the bed we were changing I wore leggings and a vest with the jacket
Nzuzo bought me

Me: “finish up and come for lunch” I went to soak our uniforms made lunch, after lunch I
washed our uniforms then we went to the tap. | found Nzuzo there with his boy cousins
talking with a group of girls by the tap

Masisi: “Nzuzo has new friends”

Me: “I see it like his everywhere now”

Masisi: “hello Nzuzo” she screamed for him he looked at us and called her over

Me: “give me your bucket” she did then she ran to Nzuzo I waited for my turn when it came [
filled up our buckets then I called Masisi who was kicking a soccer ball with Nzuzo we went
home | cooked after dinner we watched tv until 21:30 I cleaned we took a bath then did out
homework.

Days went by with Nzuzo ignoring me it hurt so bad I saw him almost everyday with that
same girl they were in a relationship sometimes i would find them kissing around school she
was in his class. Months later we started with final exams, my parents hadn’t been home
since before | went to the hospital they just sent money with a taxi driver for me to buy food.
Exams came and went soon enough reports came out my sister and | obviously passed she
was way smarter than me.

We were on our 2nd week into December holidays Masisi and | were just chilling watching
tv while talking when the door opened and dad got in he looked a little tired if you get over
him being cruel you could actually notice that he is not a bad looking person his light skinned
actually both him and mom are light skinned.

Dad: “hello kids”

Us: “yebo baba”

Dad: ” I’'m so tired Yamkelani can I get bathing water then food”

Me: “ok” I went to fix him water then took it to his room he took a bath while I warmed up
dinner then I dished up for him

Masisi: “when is he leaving” I just laughed

Me: “don’t be rude that’s your father”

Masisi: “he is not my father he doesn’t even look like me”

Me: “hayi Masisi don’t talk like that”



Masisi: “mxm I’m going to sleep”

Me: “but Zalo hasn’t played”

Masisi: “ayi I’'m not in the mood anymore” she went to our room I continued watching tv
after awhile dad came down | gave him his food

Dad: “thank you” he started eating “your mother doesn’t take care of me not that she doesn’t
want to she just can’t she’s lazy in everything that I fell in love with you because you know
how to take care of me | wish I could marry you”

Me: “oh”

Dad: “you love me right? I mean I know I’m old but I’'m still attractive and I make you happy
I take care of you”

Me: “you my father you can’t talk to me like that”

Dad: “mxm you so foolish” I stood up

Me: “goodnight”

Dad: “whatever” I went to our room Masisi was playing games on my phone or rather her
phone because I don’t use it anymore since Nzuzo doesn’t call me anymore even on
whatsapp he didn’t chat to me he was always online putting his girlfriend’s picture as a
profile picture or a picture of the both of them even writing status about her and she was
really pretty.

Me: “switch that phone off I want to sleep”

Masisi: “but I’'m still playing”

Me: “sleep”

Masisi; “don’t transfer your anger to me”

Me: “Masisi don’t forget your age I’ll smack you” she sat up

Masisi: “what are you waiting for? Do it! Hit me Yamkelani actually kill me because I don’t
want live the life you living because I know it will get that”

Me: “I don’t know what you talking”

Masisi: “mxm” she went to sleep facing away from my side | changed into my pjs and joined
her in bed | pulled her close to me

Me: “i love you little sister” she started crying

Masisi: ” I’m sorry I spoke to you like that”

Me: ” it’s ok”

Masisi: “i love you too” we sang to her while brushing her hair until she fell asleep.

The following day | woke up made breakfast for everyone, after breakfast | cleaned.
Basically that was my life chores and tv.

Dad had been home for 2 week everything was okay he was okay no insults and no sex
certainly no beating he was just normal Masisi and | were even comfortable, mom came
home for Christmas. We didn’t have extended family never met any of my grandparents or
even cousins and aunts and uncles we didn’t even talk about them it was just us 4. After
Christmas mom went back to Mzinto | was napping | had a headache I woke up when I heard
Masisi scream i quickly followed her voice she was in the lounge dad was busy on top of her
| just saw red I started hitting him but he pushed me off I hit my back and head on the wall |
stood up ran to the kitchen the first thing | saw was a knife | ran back to the lounge and
stabbed him on his neck blood started oozing out. He collapsed on top of her | pushed him off
and pulled her up she was crying and covered in blood I put her on my back and ran out in
was already dark I ran and ran until I couldn’t breath Masisi had stopped crying I sat on the
grass put her down her eyes were closed

Me: “Masisi wake up” but she didn’t move I screamed for her to wake up wailing I shook her
hard even slapping her but she wouldn’t wake up.

PART 6



| slapped her hard she woke up coughing

Me: “oh my God! You scared me I’'m so so sorry Masisi please forgive me I’'m so sorry | never meant
for any of this to happen. We should have ran away long time ago I'm sorry” | was crying loudly

Masisi: “I'm cold” | looked at her and was naked

Voice: “who is there?” | quickly put a hand over masisi’s mouth “hello who is there? Come out of the
dark” we still didn’t say anything | heard the footsteps going away we remained in silence until | could
hear the footsteps anymore | took off my hoody and helped Masisi wear it | stood up and put her on
my back again

Masisi: “please don’t take me back there please | would rather live in an orphanage please” she was
crying and begging

Me: “we not going there” | started walking my feet were hurting | wasn’t even wearing shoes when
we arrived at Nzuzo’s home the lights were already switched off and the gate was locked

Me: “Nzuzo!!ll Nzuzo help!!!” The dogs started barking but | didn’t stop screaming for him | saw the
light in one of the rooms inside the main house getting switched on and his uncle stepped out

Him: “who is there?”

Me: “it me uncle Scelo it Yamkelani Duma, can | see Nzuzo?”

Him: “at this time? He is sleeping”

Me: “please | need help it my little sister”

Him: “ok” he went to the boys flat and knocked | heard voices then Nzuzo came running to the gate
Nzuzo: “Yamkelani”

Me: “help me please” he opened and | got in he closed it after that

Nzuzo: “come” | followed him back to his flat when we got in he closed the door locking “what
happened” | put Masisi down on the couch “Jesus Yamkelani what happened to her” Masisi had fallen
asleep again

Me: “I found baba on top of her” his jaw dropped

Nzuzo: “what?” | just nodded with fresh tears falling he kneeled in front then pulled her knees apart
Me: “get off her!!” | shoved him off he hit his shoulder on the corner of the coffee table

Nzuzo: “fuck ouch!”

Me: “you man are all the same” | stood up taking Masisi

Nzuzo: “I just want to check on her”

Me: “fuck off!” He stood up and held my hand when | was about about to open the door

Nzuzo: “you came to me because you know | can help now let me help you” he took her off my back
put her on the couch he opened her legs looking at her in her vigina “well there is no sign of
penetration so he didn’t actually rape her” | slid down using the wall | let out a choked sob

Me: “but the blood”



Nzuzo: “it not hers”
Me: “oh thank God”

Nzuzo: ” I'll get warm water to bath” he went out | just sat down crying and rocking myself back and
forth after awhile he came back “wake her up and bath her so you can put her to bed I'll wait outside”
he gave me the toiletries and went out | woke Masisi up

Masisi: “where are we”
Me: “Nzuzo’s flat”
Masisi: “okay”

Me: “come let me bath you so you can sleep” she sat up | pulled off the hoody and gave her bath |
wrapped a towel over her then went to call Nzuzo he got in and gave me his t-shirt | dressed Masisi

Nzuzo: “I'll take the couch you take the bed”

Me: “thank you”

Masisi: “thank you” we got in the bed | held onto Masisi for dear life
Nzuzo: “goodnight”

Me: “goodnight” Masisi just fell right back to sleep | couldn’t sleep time just went by Nzuzo was tossing
and turning on the couch “Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “yeah” | sighed

Me: “he rapes me he has been doing it since | was 14 | got pregnant twice, the first child mom took
me for an abortion | didn’t even know what was happening until he came home drunk and angry
swearing at me saying | killed his child that day he stabbed me | stayed in the hospital for 2 weeks and
the 2nd child | lost it when Hloni beat me up. My own father treated me like a sex slave and | still had
to obey n respect him” | felt his hands snaking around my body | was just crying “and mom knew she
knew from the start she let him take my virginity something so pure and amazing she let him take it
from me Nzuzo | hate her | hate them both” he had turned me around | just cried with my face on his
chest “they were supposed to protect me from all the evils of the world but they did this to me they
damaged me beyond repairs. | know | could handle it | thought if | kept giving him what he wanted he
wouldn’t touch Masisi dammit | should have protected her and now he almost... He almost..” | couldn’t
even say it

Nzuzo: “it’s okay it’s all going to be okay but he is going to pay for this” his voice was also braking he
was crying

Me: “I stabbed him on his neck there was so much blood”
Nzuzo: “I hope he is dead”

Me: “me too” he held me as | cried myself to sleep

| woke up when someone was shaking | slowly opened my eyes and met Nzuzo’s beautiful smile (Nzuzo
was beautiful though a nice light skinned guy with medium body size and a little taller than most



people his age he had a T silver tooth.his mother was a nurse and his father was a manager at Lewis
furniture shop. He lived in Mzinto at hazel wood only came here when his parents died)

Nzuzo: “morning | brought you food”

Me: “where is Masisi”

Nzuzo: “she’s eating in the main house with the other kids” | sat up pulling my vest down
Me: “thank you”

Nzuzo: “you really beautiful, do you know that?”

Me: “stop” he laughed and got under the blanket next to me

Nzuzo: “you should have told me Yamkelani we’ve been friends for years”

Me: “tell you so you can judge me? No thank you” he held my chin

Nzuzo: “look at me and tell me what you see”

Me: “hhu?”

Nzuzo: ” I'm hurt Yamkelani you hurt me by keeping this from me and you hurting me even more by
thinking | could ever judge you. This is me Nzuzo your Nzuzo”

Me: “well you not mine anymore”
Nzuzo: “and that’s your fault”
Me: “yeah blame me for having a father who fucked me up in every way”

Nzuzo: “that is below the belt and what’s fucked up is you using that as a get away card” he got off
the bed “I need to bath I’'m going to my girlfriend today”

Me: “oh I'll leave” | also got off the bed made it “please call Masisi for me so we can leave”

Nzuzo: “you not leaving... Well at least not today and Masisi needs to be around children her age for
now so she can be distracted”

Me: “I thought you needed to be with your girlfriend” he laughed
Nzuzo: “you so jealous it’s cute. You can stay here Thandi will keep you company and take care of you”
Me: “ok, can you call Masisi for me”

Nzuzo: “no she’s playing” he went out | went back to bed continued eating (nzuzo’s room was huge
with a bed, a large L shaped couch and a coffee table, a closet) he came back with a basin and started
taking his clothes off

Me: “what are you doing?”

Nzuzo: “taking my clothes off | need to bath”
Me: “I...” He looked at me and started laughing
Nzuzo: “you look sick Yammy”

Me: “shut up” | got under the cover and stayed there until he was done and all dressed up



Nzuzo: “do you need me to get you something before | leave”
Me: “I'm fine”

Nzuzo: “cool I’'m out of here” he walked to the door

Me: “Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “yeah” | looked down

Me: “can you stay with me just for today”

Nzuzo; “Yammy”

Me: “just today” he huffed and took his shoes and jacket off and got in bed with me
Nzuzo: “you owe me for this”

Me: “so | owe you for asking you to make sure I’'m ok”

Nzuzo: “well don’t put it like that”

Me: “mmh” we stayed in bed the whole day with me crying my eyes out over how fucked up my life
is and him crying with me at times, | only saw Masisi once when we were bathing. At night Nzuzo went
out to get us dinner instead of him coming back his aunt did | quickly sat up straight pushed back my
hair

Her: “hello” we exchanged greetings “had to see this girl that had my son looked up in his room”
Me: “oh” she sat on the couch

Her: “he told me you having problems at home”

Me: “something like that”

Her: “my husband and the boys went to check on your father unfortunately they found him dead”
Me: “good”

Her: “excuse me”

Me: “nothing”

Her: “they will be home a little late they waiting for the mortuary people. So Nzuzo said | should bring
you dinner actually he sent Thandi but | wanted to see you”

Me: “thank you”

Her: “you beautiful” | kept on avoiding to look at her in the eyes
Me: “so are you” she stood up

Her: “well you can eat, Masisi will sleep in the house with the girls”

Me: “ok” she left | ate

The following day we went back home | scrubbed the blood on the floor then cleaned up the whole
house. | kept on thinking mom will come home but days went by even the Saturday that | thought the



funeral will be on came and passed. Nzuzo was really good to us he came to check on us everyday we
were even back to chatting. It was already the following year | was going to be in grade 11 Masisi in
grade 4 and Nzuzo will be leaving for Jhb to study medicine. On Monday Masisi and | were watching
tv while | was doing her hair it was growing to fast when the door opened and mom got in she didn’t
even greet us she just went straight to her room

Masisi: “do you think she knows his dead”

Mom: “yes | know you skinny black bitch!!” She screamed coming to us with a sajmboke Masisi and |
both jumped up “I will kill you both yall killed my husband you hoes” we were already outside ducking

Me: “what was | supposed to do”
Mom: “do whatever he wanted you to do”

Me: “you sick mom do you know that!! You a sick twisted woman who should have never given birth
God was supposed to make you infertile you cruel woman” she screamed and stormed in the house
Masisi just laughed | added up joining her people walked pass looking at us like we crazy after awhile
mom came out pulling two suitcases we looked at her confused

Mom: “I hate you both | curse the day | give birth to you, | should have let that good for nothing father
of yours take y’all back to Nigeria with him” she pulled her suitcases leaving us dumb folded

Masisi: “I told you he wasn’t our father”
PART 7

Time went by Masisi and | were happy just alone at home but | was starting to worry it was now a
week before we had to go back to school mom hadn’t came back or sent money for us. We were
running out of food, Masisi needed new uniforms she had outgrown the ones she was using the
previous year at least | could wear my old one. | was really stressed but my little sister was not aware
of the financial crisis we were in she was just happy our parents were not around or should | say our
mom and stepdad were not around. | was still confused by all of this | had questions that only mother
had answers to but she was nowhere to be found like how is it that our father was Nigerian because
our stepdad was the only man | knew he was there before Masisi was born | don’t remember another
man but him. And why would he raise another man’s children and why would our father leave us with
this cruel woman | was confused and angry but | didn’t want to show Masisi all of this or she would
worry and that wasn’t necessary. Rumors were dad got buried at his home in Mthwalume and mom
wasn’t even allowed to attend the funeral because they hated her and they didn’t even know about
us. Nzuzo was just the best there could be after | told mom left after dropping a boom on us he just
said good riddance, even though he was still with his girlfriend he still checked on us Masisi was friends
with his 2 cousins Akhona and Aphelele they were around the same age group.

| got up Masisi was still asleep | went to wash my face then rinse my mouth, after that | got in the
house boiled the water so | can make porridge. | took out chicken so it could defrost and | could cook
it for lunch and dinner there was only 4 pieces left after taking it out the only thing left in the fridge
was cold water and Rama all of this just added to the stress | went to sit outside sun bathing while |
cried, | felt her hands circling around me

Masisi: “it’s ok Yammy don’t cry everything will be okay” | looked at her
Me: “how will everything be fine Masisi we running out of food and you don’t have school uniform”

Masisi: “mom will send us money she has to”



Me: “no she won’t” | stood up went to cook the porridge when | looked at the sugar bucket we were
out of sugar | felt like throwing the bucket against the wall. | quickly boiled the chicken not to a point
of it getting cooked just boiled it enough to get a good soup out of it so | dished up for both Masisi
and | poured a little bit of chicken soup on the porridge we started eating in front of tv

Masisi: “mmh” | looked at her she was frowning

Me: “what’s wrong?”

Masisi: “it doesn’t taste nice”

Me: " I'm sorry, | will have to wake up early tomorrow so | can go look for a job”
Masisi: “what job are you going to get without even grade 12”

Me: “cleaning someone’s house”

I”

Masisi: “what about schoo

IM

Me: “you will go back to school” she looked at me “it ok Masisi I'll handle things”
Masisi: “mom really isn’t coming back” | shook my head

Me: ” I'll take care of you”

Masisi: “and who will take care of you” | chuckled

Me:” I'm old I'll take care of myself”

Masisi: “this really sucks”

Me: “yes it does, now eat up your porridge so you can grow and be strong”
Masisi: “do you think our father loved us like our real father”

Me: “l don’t know Masisi”

Masisi: “maybe his the king of the castle like princess Sofia’s dad”

Me: “who is that now”

Masisi: “cartoon | was watching at Akhona’s house yesterday, hha Yammy they have so many
channels”

Me: “it a dstv Masisi”

Masisi: “what’s that”

Me: “it makes your tv have many channels”

Masisi: “why don’t we have it”

Me: “because it bought and it expensive”

Masisi: “when you working you going to get us many channels”
Me: “yes”

Masisi: “I'm worried Yammy”



Me: ” don’t be Masisi it my job to worry, you need to focus on school so you can pass and be what
you want to be so you can build me a huge house and take care of me” she laughed

Masisi: “I'll take care of you” she kissed my cheek.

After eating we took our baths i accompanied her to Nzuzo’s home she was going to play | got home
and cooked while watching tv, | was chatting to Thandi on whatsapp

Thandi: “l swear to you”

Me: “lol maybe he did but it doesn’t matter now he has his girlfriend”
Thandi: “I've been telling you that he doesn’t love that girl he just wants sex”
Me: “good thing then because | could never give him that”

Thandi: “he is leaving in 2 weeks Yamkelani tell him how you feel”

Me: “l can’t”

Thandi: “can’t or won’t””

Me: “l can’t Thandi don’t force me on this”

Thandi: “mxm both you and Nzuzo need to put your pride aside, all he does is talk about you”
Me: “where is he”

Thandi: “in his room”

Me: “is she there”

Thandi: “uhm yeah .. Sorry”

Me: “it’s fine I’'m fine”

Thandi: “no you not”

Me: “this sucks!! Nzuzo is supposed to love me”

Thandi: “lol come over will watch tv and gossip properly”

Me: “ok meet me halfway I’'m leaving now” i closed all windows locked the door and left. | met up
with her halfway we hugged we walked back to her having meaningless conversation about her
boyfriend when we got there she went to get cool drink and cakes we sat in front of the tv watching
music videos. A while later we were sitting outside watching the kids play when Nzuzo came out with
his girlfriend she was really beautiful all yellow with hips and ass she was the total opposite of me

Nzuzo: “Yamkelani” he looked shocked “I didn’t know you here”
Thandi: “she’s here for me not you”

Nzuzo: “uhm ... Flip okay cool”

Me: “cool” we stood there staring at each other until she cleared her throat

Her: “Nzu lets go”

Thandi: “Nzu” Thandi and | laughed out loud they just left



Me: “Nzu lets go” we laughed harder
Thandi: “bloody barbie doll” we stayed outside until Nzuzo came back walking with Masisi

Nzuzo: “let me walk you guys home” | stood up said my goodbyes to Thandi then Nzuzo walked us
home

Nzuzo: “you and Thandi are friends now”
Me: “she’s cool”

Nzuzo: “school is opening Monday”

Me: “uhm yeah”

Nzuzo: “has your mother sent money”

Me: “yes” he stopped walking so did | Masisi was walking in front of us
Nzuzo: “you don’t learn do you”

Me: “what you on about”

Nzuzo: “honesty!! Don’t lie to me”

Me: “don’t yell at me”

Nzuzo: “Masisi says you out of food and your mother hasn’t sent money and you not going back to
school”

Me: “Masisi talks to much”
Nzuzo: “and you don’t talk at all”

Me: “I'm not your responsibility”

Nzuzo: “that’s the thing Yamkelani you and Masisi are my responsibility”
1

Me: “no we not

Nzuzo: “fuck off” he started walking fast until he caught up with Masisi. | just walked behind them
slowly when we got home Masisi went in

Nzuzo: “we will take a 10:00 taxi to Mzinto tomorrow Masisi will go home please be ready” he left
after that | got in

Me: “ei wena Masisi come here now!!” She came out of the kitchen

Masisi: “what?”

Me: “why you talking about our business to people didn’t | tell you I'll take care of you”
Masisi: “Nzuzo asked and his not people his your friend”

Me: “Jesus! | feel like smacking you right now”

Masisi: “do it” she folded her arms over her chest

Me: “just move from my face” she went back to the kitchen



The following day we woke up had yesterday’s leftovers we took a bath and got dressed | left my hair
lose

Masisi: “you look beautiful” | smiled

Me: “shut up it just old clothes” | was wearing a short umbrella peach dress with an open back and
sandals

Masisi: “that you hardly wear”

Me: “whatever let’s go” we left Nzuzo called when we were halfway to his house asking where we are.
Soon enough Nzuzo and | were in a taxi to Mzinto he wasn’t really talking to me | kept my mouth shut.
When we got there we started with uniforms 3 sets for both Masisi and |, we went to open a bank
account he gave me the card then we got school bags, we went to kfc for lunch

Me: “Nzu” he looked at me and laughed I just giggled ” I'm sorry”

Nzuzo: “just don’t keep things from me Yamkelani, Masisi shouldn’t be the one to tell me things”
Me: “l know I'm sorry”

Nzuzo: “it cool | love you and you my responsibility”

Me: “l want to love you”

Nzuzo: “l understand I'll be patient”

Me: “it’s hurts.... You know you being with her | get this foreign feeling”

Nzuzo: “hhu”

Me: “where do you get the money nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “I turned 18 last year got my mother’s money from the government”

Me: “you should be saving that for school”
Nzuzo: “I got a bursary”

Me: “oh mr smarty pants” he chuckled

Nzuzo: “you know me, now finish up it getting late we still need to buy groceries” | felt tears
threatening to come out

Me: “thank you”

Nzuzo: “I love you and you my responsibility so don’t thank me”

Me: “don’t even know what we going to do when you leave”

Nzuzo: ” I'll send you money every month and if it runs out you just have to call me”
Me: “I don’t just mean money wise | mean with everything else”

Nzuzo:” I'm only one call away I'll be there to save the day superman got nothing on me I’'m only one
call away” he sang softly | giggled



Me: “you stupid” we finished eating went to buy groceries he bought us everything even things we’ve
never eaten before and lot of junk.

When we got home | unpacked everything | had never seen our fridge and cupboards that full after
that | went to get water nzuzo accompanied me we went past his home and got Masisi then he went
back Masisi couldn’t shut up about everything she even cried.

Days passed schools opened and for the first time ever we had something else to carry for lunch
instead of french polony. Everything was cool unti Saturday nzuzo was leaving the following day at
night he asked me to sleep over and | agreed so during the day he met us halfway, we spent the day
in his room while Masisi was out playing with his cousins she was going to sleep with them | still didn’t
understand why would he want me instead of his girlfriend but | wasn’t complaining. So after dinner
we were just talking assuming how Jhb will be for him next thing | know his lips are on mine we kissing
it all felt so magical but | started crying when he got on top of me he pulled back

Nzuzo: “it me and | won’t hurt you | promise just relax” | nodded we went back to kissing we kissed
for the longest time he took off my top and moved from my lips he started kissing my neck softly biting
on it | was just letting out soft moans he moved further down and popped my breasts out of my bra
rubbing them when he started sucking them hard biting my nipple | let out a louder moan he moved
back to lips we kissed again before he got off me and lifted me up putting me on top of him

Nzuzo: “I love you”
Me: “I love you too” he kissed my forehead and started brushing my back softly until | fell asleep.

The following day in the afternoon he walked us back home when Masisi got in the house he held my
face and kissed me

Nzuzo: “take care of yourself and Masisi I'll be back before you even notice I’'m gone and I'll call
everyday”

Me: “ok, you also take care of yourself” he kissed me again only this time my tears just fell | had this
really bad feeling that | couldn’t shake off

Nzuzo: “don’t cry ma’Duma please thembalam June is around the corner”
Me: “I’'m not crying” he chuckled and wiped my tears

Nzuzo; “I love you ndoni yam yamanzi” he gave me a soft peck and left | went in the house straight to
my bedroom and | just cried myself to sleep | really couldn’t shake this feeling

PART 8

| slept with my phone in my hand | woke up 5 times during the night even irritating Masisi she even
snapped at me telling me to call him or go to sleep we both sat up I called him but it went straight to
voicemail my lips started trembling | called again it still went to voicemail | just cried

Masisi: “ooh Yammy don’t cry please, please don’t cry Nzuzo will call you when he can”
Me: “why is his phone on the voicemail Masisi he should have called! He said he will call”
Masisi: “I'm sorry Yammy but please let’s sleep we have to be up soon please | want to sleep”

Me: “ok” we laid under the blankets she put her head on my chest we slept.



In the morning the alarm rang at 06:00 the first thing | did was check for missed calls but nothing. |
woke up boiled water for Masisi while frying patties for lunch | made lunch while Masisi took a bath, |
also took a bath after | got dressed tied my hair in a neat bun after we were both done | made corn
flakes for us we ate

Masisi: “he still hasn’t called”
Me: “no he hasn’t, maybe he has forgotten about us”

Masisi: “he wouldn’t, | trust Nzuzo Yammy have faith” | nodded she wiped my tears and gave me a
soft peck “Nzuzo is safe, okay?”

Me: “okay” she smiled we continued eating after eating | locked up Nzuzo had changed the locks for
us Masisi also had her own keys. After locking up we left | wasn’t waiting for her transport anymore
she was waiting alone

Me: “I love you be good” | kissed her head

Masisi: “love you too my Yammy” | left her there walked to school. School went by with me checking
my phone every five minutes. School was out and still nothing, | went home found Masisi in our room
doing her homework

Me: “hey kid”

Masisi: ” I'm not a kid”

Me: “yes you are”

Masisi: “I'm not a kid!!” She wanted to cry | sat next to her
Me: “hey what’s wrong”

Masisi: “nothing”

Me: “talk to me”

Masisi: “he won’t be my friend he says I’'m a kid but I’'m not a kid” she was crying | pulled her to my
chest

Me: “who is he”

Masisi: “sizwe from school his in grade 6”

Me: “well Masisi you are a kid compared to him and you shouldn’t be friends with boys”
Masisi: “you friends with Nzuzo and his older”

Me: “We older and in high school”
Masisi: “mxm you not being helpful”

Me: “if he doesn’t want to be your friend then it his loss because you a great friend and you my best
friend” she threw her arms around my neck we hugged

Masisi: “you my best friend too”

Me: “good now let’s go eat” we let go of each other we had lunch.



The day just went by still nothing from Nzuzo we even went to bed. It was after 23:00 Masisi and |
were just talking when he called, | sat up pulled down my pjamie top | pushed back my hair fixing it

Masisi: “he can’t see you over the phone”

Me: “oh ja” | answered “hello, Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “thembalam”

Me: “hi, how are you”

Nzuzo: “I'm so tired | wish | could just go to sleep with you in my arms”
I”

Me: “i waited for your cal

Nzuzo: “l know I'm sorry, | had a very busy that | got here in the morning went to register then went
to register for res the queues were so long. After getting res | had to take a taxi there | got lost a little”
he chuckled “ok maybe | got lost a lot, then | had to find shops so | can buy things you know bedding,
groceries and appliances at least the fridge and stove is provided. I’'m only sitting down now and eating
now I’'m sorry baby | should have at least sent a text to let you know | arrived safely”

Me: “you okay and that’s all that matters”

Nzuzo: “I miss you already”

Me: “l also miss you and June is so far”

Nzuzo: “yes it is, but you will se school will get so busy you won’t even notice the time flying by”
Me: “how is Jhb? Is it as great as we see on tv”

Nzuzo: “it’s absolutely beautiful Yamkelani everything is bigger and better”

Me: “I'm sure the girls are also better and more beautiful”

Nzuzo: “I don’t know | haven’t noticed I'll see properly once we start classes”

Me: “mxm” he laughed

Nzuzo: “no one will ever be better than you and why would | be looking at girls here when | have my
beautiful girlfriend back at home”

Me: “your girlfriend?”

Nzuzo: “yes ofcos you my girlfriend, are you not?”
Me: “l am”

Nzuzo: “number 1”

Me: “I miss you”

Nzuzo: “ncooh shame”

Me: “don’t be sarcastic it’s not you”

Nzuzo: “what’s me”

Me: “straight forward and funny”



Nzuzo: “oh yeah”

Me: “who you sharing a room”

Nzuzo: “some guy Luyolo from malahleni”

Me: “is he nice”

Nzuzo: “his cool baby”

Me: “is he there” he laughed

Nzuzo: “yes”

Me: “is that why you can’t talk about him”

Nzuzo: “yep”

Me; “is he bad”

Nzuzo: “kinda baby”

Me: “I love you” he sucked in breathe

Nzuzo: “you do”

Me: “yes | do”

Nzuzo: “I love you so much more”

Me: “I'm glad it makes me happy”

Nzuzo: “where is Masisi”

Me: “she just fell asleep”

Nzuzo: “you two are being careful? Keeping the doors locked, you still got food?”
Me: “Nzuzo you just left yesterday and you checked things yourself we good”
Nzuzo: “promise me you won’t hide things from me”

Me: “l promise”

Nzuzo: “ok good, | miss your lips and feeling your hot skin against mine” | giggled
Me: “I miss yours as well”

Nzuzo: “those sexy moans you make”

Me: “stop”

Nzuzo: “I can’t wait to make love to you baby”

Me: “oh”

Nzuzo: ” I’'m not rushing you though”

Me: “I know and | love you for that” we spent an hour talking about useless things.



Time was just flying by Nzuzo sent me money every month actually lot of money that | was even saving
some and | would buy Masisi and | one outfit every month. This one time we had been talking about
sleep overs and stuff | told him he couldn’t sleep over at home because Masisi and | shared a bedroom
and | couldn’t always be sleeping over at his home because of Masisi, that month end he sent me
money to buy Masisi a single bed and change our parents bedroom to hers. | changed everything in
that bedroom even managed to buy pink paint so we painted it by the time we were done all traces
of our parents were gone, we sold all the furniture to a second hand shop | bought her a cute little
chest of drawers for her clothes even got her a princess Sofia bedding. This time | was taking her out
to celebrate her June results she had gotten all A nothing below 95 so we were at Scottburgh , we
went to the mall bought her some clothes then we had lunch at Wimpy after that we just took a walk
around the mall window shopping. We ran into mom she looked so beautiful she had those long
weaves on wearing a beautiful body hugging dress she was walking with some white man holding
hands they looked so in love

Masisi: “look it mom”

Me: “ignore her” as we were about to pass each other she saw us and whispered something to the
man he kissed her cheek then went straight ahead

Mom: “l see you two are still alive”

Masisi: “and happy”

Me: “shut up Masisi”

Mom: “you can afford to do your hair, go shopping actually y’all even know where the mall is at now”
Me: “we surviving”

Mom: “l wonder whose husband you fucking to get the money”

Me: “don’t worry it not your husband” she looked at us up and down with so much disgust then she
opened her bag pulled out a journal and a pen she wrote something down then gave it me it was a
number

Mom: “it for prostitution you know so you can get extra cash” | wanted to slap so hard
Me: “you are so evil you so fuckn evil” | was in tears

Mom: “oh don’t be dramatic Yamkelani can’t you take a joke it your father’s number” she walked
away laughing her heels clicking as her foot met the floor

Masisi: “it’s okay Yamkelani don’t let her spoil our day”
Me: “let’s just go home”

Masisi: “ok” we went to take a taxi to Mzinto then another one to Dumisa the whole way home | was
just crying silently | hated my mom so much | hated her with a passion. Is that she sees when she sees
me a walking vigina someone who should just be fucked for money. We got home | just went to sleep
while Masisi watched tv. When | woke up | saw him sitting there on the corner of the bed looking so
hot he even had a fade hair cut he looked like a light skinned version of Usher he just smiled

Nzuzo: “thembalam” | jump on him almost knocking him off the bed he just laughed and held me
tightly “woah looks like I've been missed”



Me: “you have no idea” | pulled back from the hug and kissed him he was moving back still with me
on top of him until he was laying in the middle of the bed we just kissed he took off my dress and
rolled us over getting between my legs we kissed even deeper tasting each other his hands were all
over my body touching and squeezing | pulled off his t-shirt the feel of his warm skin on mine turned
my stomach into a pool of butterflies he pulled me up a little then took off my bra he let a groan that
matched my moan when he cupped my breasts squeezing them | was feeling things I've never felt
before things | couldn’t even explain he moved from my lips started kissing my neck going down when
he got to my inner thighs he was lightly biting them and every bit sent shockwaves through my body
he took off my panty with his hands shaking

Me: “Nzuzo” he looked at me his eyes were red and he was shaking “baby you okay you scaring me”
he closed his eyes for a while he breathed out then opened them

Nzuzo:” I'm sorry | got a little carried away” he came back up and slept behind me
Me: “what’s wrong”
Nzuzo: “nothing baby, I've missed you these months were awful”

Me: “I've also missed you” | snuggled even closer to him | could feel his hard penis on my back

Nzuzo: “how was your day Masisi tells me y’all ran into your mother” | told him he turned me around
and wiped my tears kissing my eyes “don’t worry baby your mother will get what’s coming to her”

Me: “she’s so evil Nzuzo God shouldn’t have given her a womb”

Nzuzo: “so you going to call your father”

Me: “should I”

Nzuzo: “it’s your choice baby”

Me: “he doesn’t want us if he did he wouldn’t have let us grow up like this”
Nzuzo: “whatever decision you make I’'m behind 1000%”

Me: “there’s no such a thing as 1000%” | pecked my nose

Nzuzo: “I love you so much Yamkelani Duma”

Me: “l know” he chuckled and held my chin kissing me “when did you come back”
Nzuzo: “in the morning”

Me: “you didn’t tell me”

Nzuzo: “you worry baby when | travel so | didn’t want to worry you” | pouted he kissed me “come let’s
eat”

Me: “l haven’t cooked”
Nzuzo: “then we’ll have bread I’'m hungry” he got off the bed putting his t-shirt back on
Me: “you joined gym”

Nzuzo: “I'm playing soccer” he kissed my cheek and gave me my dress | got dressed we went to the
kitchen passing Masisi who was still watching tv. | made food for the 3 of us after eating we went to
sleep.



PART 9

| woke up first in the morning | put my head up balancing with my hand and elbow | just looked at
Nzuzo, before my heart solely belonged to Masisi but now Nzuzo also owned a part of it. | guess he
could sense | was staring at him because he stirred a bit then his eyes opened he blinked a couple of
times before fixing his eyes on mine he just smiled

Nzuzo: “morning ma’Duma”

Me: “morning baby” | gave him a soft peck

Nzuzo: “why you staring at me baby”

Me: “you beautiful”

Nzuzo: “I'm not gay” | giggled

Me: “I know you not gay ungumuntu wam remember” he smiled

Nzuzo: “kiss me” | laughed and leaned in we kissed | ended sitting on him he had his hands on my ass
squeezing it the door opened | jumped off him and fell on the floor Nzuzo just cracked up in laughter

Masisi: “what going on”

Nzuzo: “Yammy is being stupid” | stood up

Me: “why didn’t you knock” she shrugged her shoulders
Masisi: “sorry but I’'m hungry”

Nzuzo: “I'll make breakfast, now look away Masisi” she laughed and walked out Nzuzo stood up and
got dressed he had slept in his boxers we washed our faces and rinsed our mouths | went to sit with
him in the kitchen while he made us breakfast he was singing some song while moving a little
everything he did was just effortlessly | couldn’t keep my eyes off him, he moved from the stove and
came

Nzuzo: “as long as you love me we could be starving we could be homeless we could be broke, as long
as you love me I'll be your platinum I'll be your silver I'll be your gold, as long as you love I'll be your
whole world I'll be your solider fighting everyday for your dreams girl just take my hand, as long as
you love me you love me you love me you love me he” sang while staring at me then gave me a soft
peck

Me: “l love you” he smiled and gave me another peck

Nzuzo; “I know and it feels amazing”

Masisi: “I'm still hungry njalo ni’busy with | love yous here” we laughed Nzuzo dished up we ate
Nzuzo: “it your birthday next week Wednesday”

Me: “no it not”

Nzuzo: “l saw your ID” | frowned looking down | hated my birthdays it was just a reminder of my
mother

Me: “okay”



Nzuzo: “hey, you okay?”

Me: “yeah”

Nzuzo: “baby?”

Me: “later”

Nzuzo: “okay” we finished eating i accompanied Nzuzo he was going home

Me: “you coming back”

Nzuzo: “yeah, baby we celebrating your birthday next week”

Me: “it not my thing”

Nzuzo: “from this year it will be” | stopped walking with a huff “what’s wrong ma’Duma”

III

Me: “you are what’s wrong!!” He looked at me all hurt and confused

Nzuzo: “what did | do thembalam”

Me: “you coming into my life like this making changes getting me used to certain things, what will | do
when you walk out of my life? How will | survive when you dump me”

Nzuzo: “aibo Yamkelani when did | say | was going to dump you mfwethu why ungicabangela !!”
Me: “don’t yell at me”

Nzuzo: “stop frustrating me Yamkelani please just trust me”

Me; “whatever I'll see you tonight”

Nzuzo: “maybe | shouldn’t come clearly you pmsing” | just turned and went back home. | got home
cleaned, took a bath, cooked then went to bed. The pillows and blankets smelt like him | just sobbed
loudly I don’t even know why but one thing for sure was the thought of losing Nzuzo freaked me out,
| didn’t want to feel this way | didn’t want to be dependent on him in such a way that when or if he
leaves me I'll be destroyed. Man have the tendency of building you up, getting you used to things that
only he can provide you whether emotionally or financially even sexually in such a way they start
owning you, you find yourself deep in their life without noticing that as they build you they also taking
your being away. When they finally done you left as a weak person you look at yourself in the mirror
and not even recognize what you seeing and | didn’t want that. | don’t want that for myself Nzuzo
came to my life as this amazing hero who slaughtered dragons for me | love him so much and I’'m so
grateful but I'm also scared because | know that the day he decides to walk away he will leave with a
huge piece of me.

| woke up awhile later | put on a jacket on top of my pjamie | went to the lounge | could hear voices |
couldn’t hide my smile when | saw Nzuzo they were playing some board game with Masisi and Akhona

Me: “hi”

Akhona: “hello sis Yammy”

Me: “hello Akhona”

Akhona: “mah said | could sleep over is that okay with you”

Me: “yes it’s okay”



Masisi: “see | told you” they went back to the game

Nzuzo: “we playing monopoly, wana join us” | shook my head he stood up came to me, he took my
hand leading me to my bedroom as soon as he closed the door he smashed his lips on mine we kissed
for awhile then he pulled back

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry i didn’t mean to yell”
Me: “I'm also sorry” we kissed again

Nzuzo: “come let’s play I'll teach you” he took my hand we played until the kids got hungry so | dished
up and after eating we had ice cream and snacks while watching a movie then we went to sleep.

Few days later it was my birthday | was woken up by singing voices | sat up smiling Nzuzo and Masisi
were singing me happy birthday Nzuzo was carrying a tray with food

Me: “I love you guys”

Them: “love you too”

Nzuzo: “eat up baby we got a busy day ahead”
Masisi: “I’'m going to Akhona”

Me: “okay I'll walk you once I’'m done eating”
Masisi; “I can walk alone”

Me: “nol”

Nzuzo: “eat and bath baby I'll walk her”

Me: “ok” they left they both had already taken a bath, | finished eating took a bath | was moisturizing
when he got in

Nzuzo: “can’t get over how sexy you are”
Me: “I’'m all skin and bones”

Nzuzo: “you slender baby you got a model’s body and it fucking sexy” | looked at him he was laying on
the bed wearing black skinny jeans, a white t-shirt and black biker with white superstars | decided to
put on a black cotton high waist tight fitting maxi skirt with a matching long sleeve crop top and white
sandals | left my braids lose

Me: “I’'m done” he stood up smiling
Nzuzo: “you look breathtaking ma’Duma”
Me: “thank you Khumalo” he kissed me softly

Nzuzo: “let’s go” | grabbed a sling back we left taking a taxi to durban it was my second time there |
didn’t have happy memories over that place we took another taxi by Mashu rank we went to Gateway
| was watching everything with open eyes we finally got there

Me: “woah!!” He chuckled and kissed my cheek he took my hand



Nzuzo: “it beautiful right”
Me: “amazingly beautiful baby”

Nzuzo: “when | start working I'll buy us a house around here baby our children will grow up around
this” | looked at him with a huge lump in my throat “I know that look Yamkelani please do not cry
people will think I’'m harming you” | nodded

Me: “ok” we went to watch a movie after that he took me to circus circus everything was so fancy |
felt out of place but he made relax we ended up having fun. After that he took me shopping then we
bought cake and took a taxi home.

When we got there he put the cake in the fridge we were going to eat it tomorrow with Masisi, Akhona
and Thandi. | boiled water for us he took a bath first then | did after him he was laying on the bed with
his hands under his head wearing just boxers | finished bathing just as | was about to put my pjs on he
swept me then put me down on the bed getting between my legs

Nzuzo: “hi” | smiled holding his head
Me: “hi”

Nzuzo: “had fun?”

Me: “best birthday ever”

Nzuzo: “I’'m glad, your happiness is my happiness” | lifted my waist he smiled and kissed me we kissed
for a long time his hands running all over my body he spread my legs apart and started grinding on me
while we were kissing | wanted more than just that | felt an ache inside me he moved from my lips
kissed me all over my body we were both breathing heavily he started licking my vigina | let out such
a moan that he stopped and looked at me

Me: “stop” he started laughing so did |, | was still laughing when he went back to licking me he was
licking and sucking | felt something building up he started rubbing and pinching my nipples | felt joy
overflowing like a shockwave | exploded with a loud moan

Nzuzo: “can | please” | nodded he kissed me | held his head we kissed deeply | could feel his erection
on my entrance he tried putting it in my stepdad’s face just flashed through my mind | shoved him off
with all my power he fell over the bed

Nzuzo: “fuckn hell!!” | quickly sat up pulled the cover over my body | was crying and rocking myself
back n forth

PART 10
Nzuzo got off the floor and got on top of the bed sitting next to me he wrapped his arms around me
Nzuzo: “it’s ok baby I’'m sorry | shouldn’t have rushed you it’s ok” | just cried

Me: “I’'m sorry Nzuzo you don’t deserve this you don’t deserve me, you deserve someone who will
dedicate themselves to you in every way”

Nzuzo: “you are what | want, What | need and deserve” he kissed my head and held me tightly when
| was done crying he laid on the bed properly and pulled me to him

Me:” I'm sorry”



Nzuzo: “don’t apologize” He kissed my nose “know there’s a story that my mother used to tell me
growing up whenever | had nightmares or | was sad”

Me: “mmh” he started telling me the story until | fell asleep.

The following day | woke up first | put on my pjamies since | ended up sleeping naked the previous
night. | went outside rinsed my mouth and washed my my face | went back in started making breakfast
scrambled eggs with mushrooms, cocktails grillers and patties | was done frying just dishing up for us
“morning baby” | turned and he was standing by the fridge

Me: “hi” he came to me and held my waist
Nzuzo: “how you feeling today”
Me: “I'm well | feel better”

Nzuzo: “that’s good, now where is my morning kiss” | give him a soft peck but he just laughed and held
my neck kissing me deeply. After that we had breakfast then took a bath, we watched tv until midday
Nzuzo was hungry again like he is always hungry. | was in the kitchen making us sandwhiches when he
walked in

Nzuzo: “I miss you mani”
Me: “I’'m right here”

Nzuzo: “kiss me” | giggled and put my arm around his neck we kissed he lifted me up | wrapped my
legs around him he pressed me on the wall “no wonder you won’t come home” he pulled back and
put me down it was his aunt

Nzuzo: “awu malumekazi it was just yesterday that | didn’t spend at home”

Her: “you haven’t slept at home since you got here Nzuzo Phiwokuhle Khumalo!!” Nzuzo just laughed
| was standing awkwardly behind him

Nzuzo: “you just miss me” she laughed

Her: “whatever! You should just marry her at once” nzuzo pulled me to the front
Nzuzo: “soon”

Her: “unjan na sisi”

Me: “ngiyaphila mah”

Her: “I heard you got cake”

Me: “yes, it was my birthday yesterday” Masisi walked in with Akhona and Thandi
Thandi: “we here for cake!” | just giggled

Nzuzo: “I'll get it go sit down” they went out the kitchen nzuzo looked at me frowning “hhe I'm still
hungry”

Me; “you eat a lot nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “I’'m sex deprived” | looked at him tears blinding my vision “shit baby | didn’t mean it like that”
| just nodded and walked out making my way to my room “Yammy I’'m sorry” as | got in | could hear



his aunt asking what’s wrong | threw myself on the bed and cried silently the door opened | smelled
him before he said anything

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry baby | was joking, | didn’t even think about how insensitive it is I’'m sorry”

Me: “it’s okay I’'m being stupid it’s not like you lying | am depriving you of it and I'm sorry | know that
I’'m damaged goods and you deserve better that’s why | think we should break up”

Nzuzo: “now you fucken acting crazy and you pissing me off nxa” he walked out banging the door |
stood up wiped my tears and followed him out everyone looked at me | gave them a fake smile

Me: “so where is that cake” Akhona and Masisi clapped Nzuzo stood up went to the kitchen after
awhile he came back with the cake it had candles they sang for | made a wish that Nzuzo never leaves
my life | cut the cake we ate it with cool drinks over light conversations and jokes. Later on they all left
Masisi and | were left alone we had dinner then went to bed sleeping together.

Days went by Nzuzo and | were inseparable his aunt gave up on complaining if he was not sleeping
over at home | was sleeping over at his home. Schools were already open it was a week before he had
to go back to Jhb and the week was moving too fast. Masisi was already asleep Nzuzo and | were
making out on the couch it was hot and steamy | was on top of him grinding on him like how he taught
me he had his hand under my night dress rubbing on my vjaja he swiftly entered two fingers in me |
let out a moan biting his lip the door opened “well well now | get it” it was my mother she was standing
there Nzuzo pulled out his fingers and | stood up so did Nzuzo he stood behind me

Me: “what are you doing here”

Mom: “it’s still my house Yamkelani even though you’ve turned it into a hoe house, is this how you
getting money? Fucking a guy who looks after cows or is he one of your customers”

Me: “what do you Thenjiwe” she laughed

Mom: “today you calling me by my name” she looked at Nzuzo up and down then gave him a slutty
smile “never realized you this good looking, | can see your ..” She pointed to his penis which was hard
and showing through his sweatpants

Nzuzo: “that’s inappropriate” she giggled

Mom: “l was around thought | should check if y’all still here, didn’t your father come to get you two?”
Me: “I didn’t call him”

Mom: “well you should have, | have two leaners coming to rent here a..”

Me: “you can’t do that!” | cut her off

Mom: “it my house, they will share a room | was going to give the other room to another two but you
can keep it for now | will get other learners next year”

Me: “please don’t do this mom please” | went on my knees but Nzuzo pulled me up
Nzuzo: “don’t beg” mom giggled | hated the way she was looking at him like his the last piece of cake

Mom: “good” she opened the door “you can come in” | went to see it was a delivery truck from the
furniture shop



Me: “you can’t do this!!”
Nzuzo: “baby don’t”
Mom: “baby hhu .... Mmh Yammy got a boyfriend” Nzuzo took my hand leading me to my room

Nzuzo: “let’s move wake up Masisi we will move your things to her room baby” | nodded it was the
biggest room we woke Masisi up we moved masisi’s bed putting it on the corner then moved my bed
to that room and my closet along with everything else. | watched as the moving people put in two
singles bed in my room and two chest of drawers and a small fridge

Mom: “well bye babies the boys will come tomorrow”
Nzuzo: “you said boys?”
Mom: “yep”

Nzuzo: “how cruel can one person be you going to bring strange teenage boys who are sex crazy driven
by hormones to stay with your daughters”

Me: “she’s the same person who let her husband fuck her daughter she doesn’t care”
Mom: “you right | don’t care” she walked out shaking her ass that has seen better days

Nzuzo: “God | want to kill her” Masisi walked out | followed her she took a stone and threw it at the
car she was driving the window broke she came out flying matching for Masisi but | pushed her off she
fell hitting her head she stood up Nzuzo was laughing

Mom: “you better call your father to come get you two before | kill y’all” she got in her and drove off
we all got in the house laughing

Nzuzo: “dang Masisi do you know how expensive an Audi is”

Masisi: “don’t know don’t care kona what is an Audi” | just laughed Nzuzo pulled me to him kissing my
head

Me: “go to bed Masisi we have school tomorrow” she smiled
Masisi: “see you in our room my roommates”

Nzuzo: “shut up” she went to the room laughing Nzuzo held my face | leaned in on his touch “I'm
worried”

Me: “I love you so much”

Nzuzo: “maybe | should ask Uncle Scelo to take you guys in”

Me: “we going to be fine, | don’t want to burden your family” | kissed him
Nzuzo: “l wish | didn’t have to leave”

Me: “you doing it for us remember” he chuckled

Nzuzo: “don’t use my words against me” we kissed slowly and passionately pouring everything into
the kiss for a long time we pulled apart after sometime

Me: “let’s sleep baby” he nodded we went to bed after locking and switching off the lights he got in
behind me and kissed my head



Nzuzo: “I love you thembalam”

Me: “I love you too khumalo” he held me we slept

The following day Masisi and | woke up and prepared for school | woke nzuzo up we all had breakfast
then left he was walking me to school when we got to the gate he cupped my face and we kissed some
boys who were walking past whistled and made silly comments | pulled back

Nzuzo: “I love you”
Me: “I love you” he smiled and gave me a soft peck

Nzuzo: “see you later” we went our separate ways. Time flew by and during break time | went to my
corner | felt like running when Sbu came to me he had been courting me since February

Sbu: “Hey Yamkelani”

Me: “hi sbu” he sat down and gave me juice
Sbu: “I see Nzuzo hasn’t left”

Me: “no he hasn’t”

Sbu: “he will leave soon though”

Me: “I really don’t want to talk” he nodded we sat in silence until break was over. Soon it was after
school Nzuzo was waiting by the gate speaking to some girls they were busy giggling at whatever
Nzuzo was smiling | felt like wiping that stupid smile off his face | stood there with my hands crossed
over my chest | had this territorial feeling over him | was tapping my feet “lover boy is back to his
player way” | turned it was Sbu

Me: “shut up and walk away” he chuckled and did Nzuzo said something the girls giggled louder one
even touched his stomach | just left | was halfway from home when my phone rang it was him

Me: “ja”
Nzuzo: “aibo baby I've been waiting here for so long, where are you?”
Me: “almost at home”

Nzuzo: “what the fuck Yamkelani” | dropped the call continued walking until | got home | found Masisi
outside

Me: “why you outside”
Masisi: “forgot my key”
Me: “sorry” | opened we got in “change then lunch”

Masisi: “yebo yes” we went to our bedroom changed | went to soak our uniforms then made lunch
after eating | washed our uniforms, we went to get water we came back | started cooking someone
knocked Masisi went to open

Masisi: “Yammy!!” | went to check and it was Sbu with some guy I've seen around school carrying bags
and other things



Me: “what you doing here” Sbu just smiled

Sbu: “I had no idea you stay here Zwelakhe and | will be renting the room”

Zwe: “hi Yamkelani”

Me: “hi this is my little sister Masisi”

Sbu: “Zwe is my little brother I’'m sure you’ve seen him around school he is in grade 8”
Me: “ok get in, Masisi show them the room” | went to the kitchen continued cooking they came back
Sbu: “this is good | got myself a smart study buddy”

Me: “we going to be sharing the stove and the cupboards”

Zwe: “cool but we going to do our grocery tomorrow so Sbu lets go buy bread”

Sbu: “sho” they left

Masisi: “you know Sbu”

Me: “we have economics and accounting together”

Masisi: “Zwe is cute”

Me: “hayi Masisi” she laughed and went to the lounge, | finished up cooking we sat watching tv Sbu
and his brother were back. Someone knocked and the door opened Nzuzo got in

Nzuzo: “awu sho majita” they greeted him back he came to where | was sitting and lifted me up he sat
down and put me on him “baby”

Me: “mmh” he kissed my neck
Nzuzo: “bedroom please”
Me: “after dinner” he nodded “Masisi you hungry”

Masisi: “yes” | stood up Nzuzo followed me to the kitchen | dished up went back to the lounge we ate
while nzuzo spoke to the boys after dinner | washed dishes while Masisi took a bath when she was
done | did then we did our homework. She went to sleep when she was done | continued studying
until nzuzo came to bed he let me study until | was done

Nzuzo: “I don’t like what you did today”

Me: “and I’'m supposed to like you hanging out with girls”
Nzuzo: “we were just talking”

Me: “you were so caught up on them you didn’t even see me”

Nzuzo: “l would see you with million people around you” | looked at him we were sitting across each
other on the bed he leaned in to kiss me | noticed something like a bite mark on his neck

Me: “Nzuzo is that a bite mark on your neck” he froze | just got off the bed ran out the room crying |
bumped into a buff chest | looked up it was Sbu



PART 11

Sbu cleared his throat

Sbu: “are you okay?” | was just looking at him “she is okay” that was Nzuzo
Nzuzo: “come on baby” | shook my head

Me: “no”

Nzuzo: “baby please let me explain” Sbu moved and went to their room | just walked to the lounge |
wanted to cry without disturbing Masisi | sat on the couch he came to kneel next to me

Nzuzo: “Yamkelani | would never hurt you like this”
Me: “you should have left me you shouldn’t have made me fall for you like this”
Nzuzo: “baby come on”

Me: “I told you | was damaged that | couldn’t give you what you, | tried letting you go but you wouldn’t
let me. Now you hurting me you hurting me nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “Yamkelani stop!!!” My eyes shot up in shock and fear “l would never do that to you | love you”
Me: “the bite mark” he looked down

Nzuzo: “nothing happened | swear it didn’t go that far”

Me: “but something did happen”

Nzuzo: “but | stopped it baby you have to believe me”

Me: “l don’t believe you”

Nzuzo: “you have to ma’Duma I’'m begging you”

Me: “who is it”

Nzuzo: “hhu?”

Me: “the girl who gave you that bite mark”

Nzuzo: “it no one baby” | pulled myself together stopped crying | wiped my tears
Me: “okay, you can leave my house now”

Nzuzo: “baby don’t do this not to us baby”

Me: “please leave | would like some sleep its a school day tomorrow”

Nzuzo: “I’'m not going anywhere, the only place im going to is that room to get in bed with the most
important person in life and fall asleep with her in my arms”



Me: “fine by me I’'m used to sleeping with someone who has hurt me who | hate” he gasped and sat
on the floor | stood up and went to bed | silently cried until | fell asleep.

| woke went to out of our bedroom Nzuzo was sleeping on the couch | shook him and he woke up
Nzuzo: “baby”

Me: “go to bed”

Nzuzo: “I'm sorry baby”

Me: “go to bed Nzuzo we will talk when | come back from school”
Nzuzo: “I love you” | huffed irritably

Me: “I love you too” he cupped my face and we kissed

Nzuzo:” I'm really sorry Yammy” | nodded went to boil water while he went to sleep | woke Masisi up
she took a bath | made us lunch while the water was boiling. Just as | was pouring my water Sbu got
in the kitchen

Sbu: “morning Yamkelani”

Me: “hey how are you”

Sbu: “I'm good and you”

Me: “I'm good”

Sbu: “wana talk about what happened last night”

Me: “nope”

Sbu: “when you need a shoulder and an ear I'll be here”

Me: “thank you” | went to bath, Masisi and | finished preparing we had breakfast when we were done
| went to wake up Nzuzo

Nzuzo: “mmh”

Me: “I'm leaving”

Nzuzo: “you want me to walk you”

Me: “no I'll walk with Sbu and his brother” he got off the bed put on his jeans and shoes

Nzuzo: “let me wash my face then we’ll go” | nodded and took my bag | went to tell Sbu to leave me
behind when Nzuzo was done we left he was holding my hand

Nzuzo: “baby you still mad at me”

Me: “no I’'m just really disappointed and hurt, what hurts the most is that you not being truthful but
you always preaching honesty”

Nzuzo: ” I'm sorry” | just nodded he brought me closer to him putting his arm around my neck “I love
you so much Yamkelani”



Me: “l love you too m, just promise me you will stop fucking whoever it is that you fucking”
Nzuzo: ” I'll stop | promise okay and it was just once”

Me: “okay” he kissed my head

Nzuzo: “so do you know those boys you going to be staying with”

Me: “yes | have a two classes with Sbu and his been asking me out for awhile now”

Nzuzo: “wow!! Just perfect fuckn perfect”

Me: “don’t yell”

Nzuzo: “I’'m pissed Yamkelani you going to be staying with a guy who has feelings for you, | know how
guys think and behave”

Me: “it doesn’t matter | know who | love”

Nzuzo; ” don’t like this at all”

Me: “tough”

Nzuzo: “really?”

Me: “sorry”

Nzuzo: “I'll speak to him we need to set few things straight”

Me: “ok baby”

Nzuzo: “I know that you can have any man you want but still you choose me and | love you for it”
Nzuzo: “I don’t want to lose you Yamkelani”

Me: “you will”

Nzuzo: “ayi Yamkelani!”

Me: ” I'm serious Nzuzo if you keep coming home to me with bite marks”

Nzuzo: “that will never happen again | swear to you”

Me: “I would never cheat on you Nzuzo in anyway, | would never create a bond with someone else
whether it emotionally or sexually | would never do you like that. I’'m not unappreciative” he stopped
walking and cupped my face

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry ma’Duma I’'m so sorry it was a once slip up thembalam and it will never ever happen
again | love you” | was about to say something when he shut me up with a kiss | held onto his hoody |
could feel my knees going weak when he pulled back | was breathing heavily

Nzuzo : “I love you” | was smiling like a fool “look at those cute dimples” he was laughing he took my
hand and we continued walking and having meaningless conversation when we got near the school
gate he kissed me | went in.

Days went by finally it was the day I've been dragging it was Saturday Nzuzo was leaving at night, we
had spent the previous night just talking and making out like crazy he hadn’t tried to have sex with me



since that night on my birthday. I've been wanting to do because it pretty clear if | don’t give it to him
he will continue getting it from somewhere else but | didn’t know how to initiate it when | took his
clothes off he would pull back and say lets cool off at first it really hurt | felt like he didn’t want me
anymore but he said we not in the rush blah blah blah, the only thing that was ringing in my mind is
that he has found better.

In the morning after having breakfast we went to his home he sat on the bed playing music on his
laptop watched me as | packed his things, | pushed his hoody aside

Nzuzo: “no ways baby I love that hoody”

Me: “l also love it”

Nzuzo: “hayi ngeke baby I'll give you money to buy your own”

Me: “you buy a new one this one smells like you” he smiled shaking his head
Nzuzo: “come here”

Me: “need to finish packing before your uncle starts yelling at you”

Nzuzo: “l don’t care come here” he pulled me to him | was laughing he rolled us over getting on top
of me “I love you ma’Duma” he kissed my cheeks

Me: “make love to me”
Nzuzo: “not yet”
Me: “please | want you to take away my bad experience”

Nzuzo: “no we going to do it when you ready and when you want to because you want us to create an
amazing bond not because you want to replace something”

Me: “I'm ready” he laughed and pulled my dress up leaving it around my waist he went down on me
after | climaxed he came to my face we kissed | kept on thinking he will put it in he will put it in now
but like always [1we kissed until he came to lay next to me | just sighed stood up and continued packing

Nzuzo: “don’t be mad you not ready”
Me: “whatever baby” he chuckled
Nzuzo: “you so cute” | smiled

Me: “shut up”

Nzuzo: “my little foreigner” | threw a t-shirt at him laughing | finished up packing while laughing at his
stupid jokes. When | was done packing we watched a movie the rest of the day flew by, his aunt n
uncle were taking him to the bus station at 19:00 for a 22:20 bus. So at 18:30 he walked us home when
we got at home Masisi went in we stood outside just staring at each other

Nzuzo: “I'll be safe”
Me: “and?”

Nzuzo: “and faithful I'll call everyday, I'll text you every morning, I'll stay true to us and I'll love you
always” | smiled | wrapped my arms around his neck we kissed he was grabbing my ass | didn’t want
to let go but eventually we had to



Me: “I love you”

Nzuzo: “love you so much more”

Me: “call me as soon as you get there”

Nzuzo: “yebo mah”

Me: “whatever” he gave me a soft peck

Nzuzo: “get in wifey | gotta go work for us”

Me: “yeah?”

Nzuzo: “yeah” we kissed again

Me: “you better take care of yourself Nzuzo”

Nzuzo; “I will” we kissed again

Me: “don’t go” he laughed and kissed me again

Nzuzo: “we doing this for us remember”

Me: “yeah yeah” we kissed again “I love you”

Nzuzo: “I love you” he opened the door and kissed me softly “see you soon”
Me: “see you soon” he held my waist and kissed me deeply then let go kissing my head

Nzuzo: “don’t cry” he wiped my tears “in a blink of an eye I'll be back you will be sleeping in my arms
on my chest”

Me: “just go Nzuzo so | c..”
Nzuzo: “you can go cry yourself to sleep”
Me: “shut up” he chuckled

Nzuzo: “don’t cry”

Sbu: “lover boy finally gone” | just rolled my eyes and went to my room

PART 13

After making | texted Luyolo to not call me anymore I'll call him when | can. | got off the bed put on
his t-shirt | went to watch him cook

Me: “smells heavenly baby what you making”
Nzuzo: “spaghetti and meatballs”

Me: “You've never cooked for me before”



Nzuzo: ” I’'m a man we don’t cook”

Me: “yabusa boh” he chuckled

Nzuzo: “I’'m joking, you just a better cooker”

Me: “baby is it wrong of me to have guy friends”

Nzuzo: “yes you don’t need them, I’'m your guy friends”

Me: “you my lover”

Nzuzo: ” I'm your lover plus guy friend wrapped in one”

Me: “mmh” he turned to look at me while sighing

Nzuzo: “baby you seriously don’t need another male in your life”

Me: “but Luyolo helped a little baby his a psychologist he has came across people in similar situations
thatlam in”

Nzuzo: “and what situation is that? Yamkelani you are not in need of anything Masisi and | give you
everything you need” you know when you trying to speak to someone and they won’t listen that is
exactly how I felt

Me: “ok baby”

Nzuzo: “I love Yamkelani and I’'m doing this to protect you from the evils of this world that come in
male forms”

Me: “l understand”

Nzuzo: “good, now taste this” he came over to where | was sitting | took a taste of what he had on the
spoon

Me: “wow!! What is it”
Nzuzo: “is it good? It pasta sauce mixed with herbs and cheese sauce”

Me: “it really nice” he smiled and gave me a soft peck then went back to the stove. After awhile he
dished up we went eat while watching tv

Nzuzo: “next year you should apply for a school around here”

Me: “I will” which was a lie | didn’t want him lecturing me | had no intention to study further after
matric | had Masisi that | needed to take care of so going to varsity was not something | even
entertained. Yeah sure | wanted to go to varsity study my BCom Accounting become a CA one day but
that was just a dream and dreams for people like us don’t really come true but one thing for sure my
little was going to study and become something great, she had no responsibility unlike me

Nzuzo: “I don’t believe you”
Me: “you should” he looked at me for a long time before going back to eating his delicious food

Nzuzo: “I'll personally ensure that you apply Yamkelani and you need to improve your finally results
for this year so we can try to get you a bursary”

Me: “I'llimprove my results nzuzo and can we move on from this topic”



Nzuzo: “what’s wrong”

Me: “nothing | just don’t want to talk about it”
Nzuzo: “ok, so tomorrow I'm taking you to gold reef”
Me: “what’s that”

Nzuzo: “you will see”

Me: “cool! Can’t wait”

Nzuzo: “I can’t wait for you to come study this side” | just felt overwhelmed | didn’t want this life |
didn’t want to be 17 and taking care of my 9 year old little sister, | didn’t want to put my dreams aside
for her dreams, | didn’t want to be 17 and dependent on my 19 year old boyfriend who could wake up
any day and find a new girlfriend, | didn’t want to be continuously raped by the man | thought was my
father for over 2 years have him treat me like his wife, | didn’t want to have a cruel selfish mother who
hated me. all | wanted was to be like people my age fall hopelessly in love simply because it wonderful
and | want to, go to places have fun the only responsibility | want to have is to worry because my
boyfriend didn’t answer his call or worry because the girl | hate in class has the exact same pair of my
new expensive sneakers. | just found myself sobbing loudly

Nzuzo: “baby talk to me”

Me: “I .... | can’t anymore Nzuzo | don’t want to”
Nzuzo: “talk to me let me help you”

Me: “something can’t be helped they simply can’t”
Nzuzo; “tell me what’s wrong I'll fix it”
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Me: “not everything can be fixed Nzuzo dammit!

Nzuzo: “you don’t know that so just put it all on me let me handle it let me fix it baby please” | just
sobbed louder

Me: “l wana die | just don’t want this anymore” he cupped my face | couldn’t stopped wailing | even
had hiccups

Nzuzo: “baby don’t speak like that” He kissed my wet lips | had snot all over them but he still kissed
them than pulled me to his chest wrapping his arms around me

Me: “I don’t want this” he started rocking us until | was done wailing

Nzuzo: “I love you” | moved from his chest and looked up at him “I do Yamkelani | really love you |
would die without you | need you baby you my family”

Me: “I love you too” he pulled the t-shirt | was wearing up and started wiping my face
Nzuzo: “you so ugly” | chuckled
Me: “you still love me”

Nzuzo: “yes | do | really do” he kissed me “you such an ugly cryer Yamkelani hha if | were you | would
never cry” the way he said it | was in tears with laughter | pushed him off the couch he fell on the
carpet pulling me to him



Me: “you stupid”

Nzuzo: “yet you love me now come kiss me let me taste more of that snot” | buried my face on his
chest laughing he wrapped his arms around me | could feel his chest vibrating under me he was
laughing

Me: “God | love you”

Nzuzo: “mmh so I'm God now”

Me: “you my God” he moved his waist pressing his erection on me
Nzuzo: “see what you do to me” | giggled

Me: “let’s finish dinner” he let go of me we ended finishing food sitting on the floor.

The rest of the week was amazing | was going to spend two weeks, the 2nd week his friend came back
since they were opening. He was a cool guy Xolani he looked like one of those spoilt kids, Nzuzo only
went to campus when he had tutorials rather than that he stayed with me we explored this beautiful
that had become a home to him. Friday night they accompanied me to the park station after we had
early dinner at mugg n bean it was time to go back home when we got there Xolani stood a bit far
from us

Nzuzo: “I'll miss you ma’Duma”
Me: “2 months”

Nzuzo: “2 long months”

Me: “l love and I'll miss you”

Nzuzo: “I love you” he cupped my face we kissed pulled back when it was time to check in | did after
putting my bag in Nzuzo gave me the warmest hug ever then kissed me lightly

Nzuzo: “I'll see you soon”
Me: “see you soon”

Time flew by, exams came and went Masisi & | both passed we were excited for a higher grade | was
so happy after getting my report | called Nzuzo as soon as | got home but he didn’t pick up I called
again it still rang to voicemail | just figured he is in class or something. | changed made lunch for Masisi
and | we sat down watching tv while eating

Masisi: “this house is so quiet without the boys” Sbu and Zwe had left after exams
Me: “you just miss Zwe”

Masisi: “maybe”

Me: “you know nothing could ever happen between you two”

Masisi: “why not”

Me: “because you are kid Masisi aibo you shouldn’t even be having those thought”

Masisi: “but you have a boyfriend”



Me: “I'm old Masisi you will also have one when you in grade 10”
Masisi; “hhal!l”

Me: “yes or we are going to have problems”

Masisi: “but Zwe won’t even be around when I’'m in grade 10”
Me: “you will meet someone else”

Masisi: “mmh” | just chuckled she went on telling me about Zwe as if | didn’t know him after lunch we
went to get water then just chilled. Before going to sleep | called Nzuzo again but it rang to voicemail
| was starting to worry so | called Thandi asked her to call him and she did but it also rang to voicemail
| texted him that he just needs to let me know his okay that’s all.

| hardly slept that night in the morning | called again but | was not expecting what happened when
someone answered but a girl’s voice said hello

Her: “bae’s phone hello” | looked at the screen thinking | dialed a wrong number but nope | didn’t
“hello who is there” | cleared my throat

Me: “he...hello can | speak to Nzuzo”

Her: “who are you? Bae is in the shower” tears were already falling

Me: “just let him know | called”

Her: “your number is not saved boo thang”

Me: “he will know” | dropped the call and just pulled the blanket over my head crying silently
PART 14

| was still crying after about an hour when | heard the door open Masisi pulled back the blanket |
opened my eyes ready to shout at her but when | saw that it was Nzuzo | just cried harder | threw
myself at him he held me tightly brushing my hair

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry whatever it is that went wrong baby I’'m sorry and everything will be fine”
Me: “how ......... Call ....... The shower”

Nzuzo: “you not making any sense baby” | pulled out of his arms he wiped my tears

Me: “how are you here?” he chuckled

Nzuzo: “bus babe | took a bus yesterday in the afternoon got here at dawn, sorry | came late | needed
the rest and | lost my phone before getting on the bus | would have called”

Me: “you didn’t tell me you coming”
Nzuzo: “because you worry baby now tell me why are you crying”

Me: “I've been calling you all night you weren’t answering then when | called a couple of minutes ago
some girl answered saying you in the shower”

Nzuzo: “what the fuck?!! And you believed her? Yamkelani you need to trust me | would never hurt
you like that”



Me: “I'm sorry”

Nzuzo: “give me your phone” | did and he dialed his number putting it on loudspeaker

Girl: “bitch stop calling my man we busy can’t you see he doesn’t want to talk to you”

Nzuzo: “who the hell are you and how did you get my phone” she dropped the call

Me: “see”

Nzuzo: “I am so sorry baby”

Me: “how did she even know it me”

Nzuzo: “because your number is saved as wifey | guess she was just playing some really stupid games”

Me:” I'm sorry | assumed the worst” | put my face on his chest wrapping my arms around his waist he
held me putting his chin on my head

Nzuzo: “it’s okay | would have assumed the same” he kicked his shoes off | shifted he got on the bed
with me “I missed you so bad | packed as soon as all my results came out”

Me: “how did it go”

Nzuzo: “really well baby, how did your results go”

Me: “really well too I'm going to grade 12 next year”

Nzuzo: “that’s amazing baby things are looking up for us”

Me: “I missed you”

Nzuzo: “so did I”

Me: “no | mean | missed you missed you” he laughed getting on top of me
Nzuzo: “someone is getting naughty” | held his head bringing his face to mine
Me: “kiss me” he did we made slow long passionate love.

We were now just laying in bed naked

Nzuzo: “l sent Masisi home”

Me: “oh”

Nzuzo: “she wanted to go and | wanted to be alone with you”

Me: “you two discussed this without talking to me”

Nzuzo: “baby are you upset?”

Me: “no ofcos not I'm grateful | also want to spend time alone with you but you can’t just do that
nzuzo she’s my little sister so talk to me first”

Nzuzo: “yebo mah” | punched him lightly “I've been saving some of my food allowance from the
bursary baby”

Me: “that’s good”



Nzuzo: “it’s too much baby, | want us to go buy Christmas clothes for Masisi and you”
Me: “Masisi will like that very much”

Nzuzo: “what about you”

Me: “me too baby but Masisi more”

Nzuzo: “I live for you two babe you know that” i looked up to his face we kissed. Ever felt like your
heart is going to pop out, been so in love that you feel like if that person walks out of your life you will
die, loved someone so much that you feel physical pain at the thought of losing that person that is
how | loved Nzuzo he was my hero he offered me things I've never had before I’'m not even talking
about money | mean he had me feeling things I've never thought | could ever feel before.

Me: “I love you Phiwo” he giggled holding me even closer

Nzuzo: “my mother used to call me that when | cried”

Me: “you miss them”

Nzuzo: “everyday baby my life would be so different if they were still alive”
Me: “I'm sorry baby”

Nzuzo: “dad loved my mother | didn’t know much but | knew that he laid his world at her feet, never
once did | ever hear them raising their voices at each other every time if that left the room he would
kiss her first and tell her he loved her. He always held her hand when we went someone”

Me: “l want that”

Nzuzo:” I'm trying to give you that”
Me: “and you doing a very good job”
Nzuzo: “l am?”

Me: “yes my love”

Nzuzo: “my father was a good man Yamkelani and my mom was a pure goddess | wish you had a
chance to meet them” | looked at him he was in tears | wiped his tears and kissed him he let out a
muffled sob covered by our lips he got on top of me kissing me harder he slammed into me hard |
cried out in pain he pulled back only to smash even harder by the time he roared we were both in
tears | was in so much pain he looked at me and panic set all over his face when he pulled out | winced
in pain

Nzuzo: “baby i.... Fuck Yamkelani did | hurt you”
Me: “I'm fine it okay”

Nzuzo: “no it’s not | shouldn’t have lost myself like that I’'m sorry | know you have ... Uhm ... I'm sorry
baby”

Me: “I have rape issues is that what you were going to say”
Nzuzo: “what? No!”

Me: “I’'m fine Nzuzo really



Nzuzo:” I'm sorry”
Me: “me too now come closer” he did holding me from behind
Nzuzo: “I will never forgive myself for this”

Me: “baby stop please you hurting me more by apologizing I’'m not going to brake because we had
rough sex”

Nzuzo: “which you were not ready for”

Me: “because I'm a rape victim”

Nzuzo: “stop saying that!!!” | didn’t say anything after minutes of silence he sighed “I’'m sorry | yelled”
Me: “are you?”

Nzuzo: “yes I'm really sorry”

Me: “ok”

Nzuzo: “have you eaten”

Me: “nope”

Nzuzo: “baby it after 12:00, I'll go make you something”

Me: “okay thank you” he kissed my cheek and got off the bed putting on his boxers | was staring at
him biting my lip

Nzuzo: “like what you see?”
Me: “heck yeah” he laughed and kissed my forehead

Nzuzo: “let me get you some food” he walked out | got up made the bed put on his t-shirt | went to
the kitchen he was busy frying | boiled water

Nzuzo: “you were supposed to wait in bed”

Me: “need to bath”

Nzuzo: “I like you dirty”

Me: “I don’t” he lifted me up | squealed in surprise “put me down!!” He was spinning me around
Nzuzo: “I love you ma’Duma”

Me: “I love you too now put me down” he did then kissed me

Nzuzo: “go bath you smell like sperms”

Me: “it your sperms”

Nzuzo: “my tiny little babies”

Me: “you so stupid”

Nzuzo: “and I’'m taking you to the clinic for pills we don’t want you to get pregnant”

Me: “you don’t wana have babies with me”



Nzuzo: “not when we in this situation”

Me: “yeah | know” | went to bath, he got in with food as | was drying he went to throw the water out
while | moisturized then wore his t-shirt. We basically spent the day and night in bed.

Weeks went by everything was just amazing Nzuzo’s uncle bought him a new phone. it was the 22nd
Nzuzo took Masisi and | to Scottburgh mall for shopping then lunch it was amazing. We had Christmas
with his family. Today was New Year’s Eve around 19:00 Nzuzo was laying on the bed waiting for me
as | got | dressed

Nzuzo: “not that baby” | threw the shorts at him in frustration

Me: “this is the 3rd outfit you don’t approve off nzuzo, why did you let me buy these clothes when
you have a problem with?”

Nzuzo: “it at night people are going to be drinking you can’t wear revealing things” he jumped off the
bed and gave me a soft peck “don’t be upset” he went to the closet pulled out a black knee ripped
ankle grazer with a black vest and a olive green bomber jacket “try this baby” | got dressed “perfect
now put on your all stars”

Me: “thank you” | tied my braids into a half bun
Nzuzo: “let’s go” he took my hand “you look beautiful”

Me: “I love you” we left going to his home they were having a huge braai there when we got there his
cousins were sitting outside the boy’s flat

Sizwe: “makoti!”
Me: “hi” Thandi stood up we hugged we all exchanged greetings
Nzuzo: “where’s my beer” | looked at him kinda shocked

Themba: “in my room, we put the cooler there” that’s when | noticed they were all drinking Nzuzo
went in came out with a chair | sat down

Thandi: “I'm having hunters dry do you want one”

Nzuzo: “no she doesn’t”

Thandi: “she can make her own decisions”

Sizwe: “stay out of it” Nzuzo went to get the cooler then sat down putting me on his lap
Me: “I didn’t know you drink baby”

Nzuzo: “I'm not a drunkard so don’t worry” we sat there until more of his extended family came before
| knew it the yard was packed | was being introduced to so many people. As the night went on Nzuzo
was getting drunk and irritating after midnight fireworks went off, after eating | went to check on
Masisi then | went to sleep in his room leaving Nzuzo drinking with his cousins. | was still asleep when
| felt the bed move | turned and he was getting in bed he wrapped himself around me

Nzuzo: “I love you”

Me: “you love me” we went back to sleep.



Once January hit days moved too fast | wished | could slow down time | was in grade 12 | refused for
Nzuzo to buy me a uniform so he only got Masisi a few. Sbu and Zwe were back Masisi was over Zwe
and | was super happy about that my little was growing too much she was tall. 3rd week of January
Nzuzo was going back to school | felt like dying instead of getting used to it, it all just got worse the
night he was going to leave the follow day we made love the whole night. It was the 2nd week of
February i was cooking while Masisi was writing her homework Sbu and Zwe went to play soccer when
someone knocked | wiped my hands went to open only to get the shock of my life it was as if I'm
looking at an older buff taller male version of me just a little darker

Him: “Lani Jesus you’ve grown” he had a British accent
Me: “da...dad!” He just smiled

Him: “where’s your sister I’'m here to take you home”
PART 15

| stared at this man who without any doubt was my father, | looked at him from head to toe everything
he was wearing screamed expensive even the watch it was the same watch | had seen on tv when
Nzuzo and | were watching Mtv Cribs that time | was in Jhb. His car was the same car | had once told
my mother | would own and she laughed at my face it was a Range Rover

Him: “Lani are you hearing me”
Me: “what do you want?” He sighed

Him: “Lani my child can we talk about all of this later, it getting late and | can’t drive in a place | don’t
know at night”

Me: “we not going anywhere with you | don’t know you and you are a stranger”

Him: “you want introductions? I’'m Marvin Demus your father now | understand you have questions
and | will answer them all but for now please pack. Where is your sister?” | moved he got in the anger
flushed all over his face as he took in the house “woah!!” That was Masisi | turned to see her

Masisi: “Yammy who is this”
Him: “I’'m Marvin your father” yho Masisi cracked up she laughed so hard she was in tears
Me: “Masisil!l”

Masisi: “get out of here with stupid jokes our father hated you” she stopped smiling and fixed the
coldest stare at him “now who are you and what you doing here” her voice was filled with so much
authority even | was shocked a little Zwe n Sbu got in laughing

Him: “who the hell are you”
Sbu: “no who the hell are you?!”

Me: “they renting a room here”

Him: “your mother let you stay with boys?! That are not even family” he started pacing “I’'m going to
kill that woman, just take whatever Lani we leaving!! And don’t forget your ID” Call me stupid or selfish



or whatever but the only thing that was on my mind at that moment was he will force us either way
and | had a little hope so | pulled Masisi to our room

Me: “pack”
Masisi: “what? No”

Me: “yes we leaving, his our father and we leaving whether we like it or not” we packed we took our
bags to the lounge he was still staring at Sbu like he wants to rip him apart

Marvin: “come” he took masisi’s bag shaking his head it was an old shoprite carrier bag mine as well

Sbu: “so you really leaving” | was about to answer when Marvin screamed for me to come out | did he
put our bags in the boot then opened the back seat we got in Masisi mouthed wow he went in the
driver’s seat

Marvin: “seatbelt please” | did masisi’s belt then mine and he drove off in speed “where is your mother
Lani”

Me: “l don’t know”
Masisi: “so you knew all along where we staying but you never bothered so why now”

Marvin: “I didn’t know, | would never let you grow up in that setting your mother fooled me. This is
really upsetting me we will talk when I’'m not driving” the rest of the ride was silence when we drove
into the bright lights of durban Masisi kept her eyes fixed on the window it was the first time she came
to Durban we stopped at this huge building near the beach he got out opened our doors someone
came running and took our bags while the other got in the car we went the building was amazing with
people all over. We got in the lift Masisi held onto me finally it stopped Masisi let out a yelping sound

Marvin: “you okay Sne? ” She nodded we got off went into the room written presidential suite he paid
the guy who had our bags he put them down and walked out Marvin locked the door

Marvin: “you gonna share that bedroom it has a bathroom so can a bath | got some calls to make,
then we will go downstairs get dinner and we can talk”

Me: “ok” he disappeared to the other room Masisi and | took our bags went to the room it was
beautiful with a big double bed everything was white

Masisi: “wow”

Me: “l know right”

Masisi: “you trust him?”

Me: “God can’t hate us that much”

Masisi: “you right”

Me: “let’s bath”

Masisi: “I hope there’s a shower” | laughed | had told her about the shower

Me: “the hot rain” We went in the bathroom



Us: “the hot rain!!!” We high fived and stripped fast getting in the shower we stayed until the water
got cold we got out lotioned and got dressed when we got out the room he was already sitting in the
lounge with his head on his hands

Marvin: “y’all take long just like Claire”

Masisi: “who is Claire”

Marvin: “your big sister, now come | already got a table for us”
Masisi: “you sound funny” he chuckled

Marvin: ” I’'m not from here and | practically grew up in England” we left going down there was a
restaurant there we sat down everything just looked fancy

Masisi: “I don’t know Yammy” she whispered

Me: “me too” | mouthed we didn’t know anything on the menu besides burgers so | ordered that for
the both of us and orange juice

Masisi: “when are we going back home”

Marvin: “as soon as | get the paper work done”

Masisi: “I mean home home”

Marvin: “you not going back there to that slum”

Me: “that’s our home, a home you let us grow up in while you lived the life of luxury”

Marvin: “Lani do you think if | had even the slightest idea | would have let that happen. Your mother
fooled me | bought her a house in morning side | send her money for you kids every month | have
been paying for a private school since you started grade 1 Lani. | had no idea things were like this yes
| messed by not checking up on you two and not being there emotionally but | thought y’all had the
best until your mother sent me an address telling me to come get y’all because she’s tired of taking
care of you two. | have been trying to call her since then but her number has been on voicemail | went
to the house found people who said they bought that house 6 years ago | don’t even know where to
start looking for her”

Me: “you lying”

Marvin: “I swear on my life Lani | would never let my children grow up like that while | grew up and
lived in luxury”

Masisi: “we slept without food, dad used to ra..”
Me: “shut up Masisi!”

Marvin: “no talk Sne he used to what”

Me: “nothing” Masisi looked down just staffing in her fries

Marvin: “Lani you have to talk to me”

Me: “we have nothing to say to you. All | know is that we suffered at times went to bed on empty
stomachs while you dined in these type of places”

Marvin: “l didn’t know”



Me: “well now you know” he brushed his head looking up

Marvin: “l swear | didn’t know you have to forgive you just have to, | didn’t know your mother was
this cruel she had always been so sweet when she fell pregnant with you Lani my girlfriend back at
home was also pregnant we were set to get married. Your mother was furious she broke up with me
after that | only saw her on your 1st birthday then years later | ran into her here in durban | was on a
business trip one thing led to another and 9 months later she gave birth to Masisi and that was it.
When | finally came clean to my family | wanted to take y’all but your mother wouldn’t hear a word
about it | was stupid and weak | should have fought her but | thought staying with your mother was
the best thing for you”

Masisi: “Marvin can | get another juice” he looked at her with his red eyes he was holding in tears he
just nodded

Marvin: “excuse me for a minute” he stood up and left

Me: “you keep your mouth shut! | don’t want people in my business”

Masisi: “I'm sorry Yammy, do you believe him?”

Me: I'm not surprised mom is capable of it”

Masisi: “so we leaving with him” | sighed

Me: “yes his our father Masisi and | also want to work on dreams not have to be dependent on Nzuzo”
Masisi: “so you just going to forget about Nzuzo”

Me: “what?! Ofcos not that’s absurd, Nzuzo will understand and we going to go to the same varsity”

Masisi: “okay” the waitress bought another juice for Masisi just as Marvin was coming he looked awful
his eyes were red and puffy which looked ridiculous on his dark face

Marvin: “are you girls done”

Us: “not yet”

Masisi: “what are we going to do about school”

Marvin: “it’s still early and | know a few people so I’'m going to get y’all into a private school in Lagos”
Masisi: “is that where we going?”

Marvin: “yes Lagos Magodo”

Me: “sounds weird” he chuckled

Marvin: “my parents home is in Ogudu but my house is in Magodo | bought it when | got married to
my wife Mayowo. We have 3 kids together Justin is the oldest his 24 finishing his studies in the Uk
then there’s Claire she and you Lani are a month apart she’s older doing her senior year in high school
that’s where you going to school Lani then there’s you Sne and Raymond he is 7”

Masisi: “never though | had other siblings”
Marvin: “you do you even a big sister” Masisi smiled

Masisi: “I’'m someone’s big sister”



Marvin: “yep”

Masisi: “you would never rape your own child right?” | choked on my food coughed to a point where
| almost threw up he gave me water after | calmed down he answered

Marvin: “that’s taboo! Any man who would harm their own children like that deserves to be killed in
fact any man who would do this deserves death row. Why are you even thinking about something so
unspeakable at your age Sne”

Masisi: “just curious”
Marvin: “you girls are not keeping anything from me right”

Me: “no we not” we finished eating eating went up where we spent hours talking | still couldn’t tell
him about my stepdad or my mother’s cruel ways. We finally went to our separate bedrooms | looked
for my phone | wanted to call Nzuzo | looked until | felt tears running down my face | just sat down
and cried

Masisi: ” I'm so sorry Yammy”
Me: “how could | leave my phone behind Masisi what am | going to do”
Masisi: “ask Marvin to lend you his”

Me: “I don’t know the number” | just sobbed harder | got in bed cried myself to sleep

We stayed in durban for 4 days all | did was cry in bed | missed Nzuzo horribly. Masisi was getting
closer to Marvin | on the other was just a shell | at times | would cry until | vomited. Marvin took us to
Gateway we bought some clothes and suitcases. Soon enough we took a plane to Lagos it was the
scariest thing ever, when we got there everyone welcomed us with open warm arms but our stepmom
was a little off.

The house was a gigantic triple story filled with staff | couldn’t believe we had been suffering while
our father is wealthy man he was a businessman.

We were now a week into March everything was okay | guess | just became introvert while Masisi and
Raymond were thick as thieves. School was okay Claire introduced me to her friends who | couldn’t
really connect with they were all just spoilt brats who thought the world revolved around them and |
just missed my Nzuzo. | was in my room sleeping after school that’s all | did eat, sleep and school, |
had been feeling some type way | missed my period on February someone knocked

Me: “yeah” Claire came in

Claire: “hey you sleeping again”

Me: “yeah I’'m tired” | sat up

Claire: “l don’t mean to be forward but | brought you something”

Me: “what” she gave me plastic | took out what was in “home pregnancy test” | read out
Claire: “yeah take it”

Me: “I'm not pregnant” she just gave me bored stare read the instructions then | stood up going to
my en-suite | peed on the stick then went out we stayed in silence



Claire: “oh shit daddy is going to have a heart attack” | couldn’t believe it | was pregnant right there
on the stick it was written 6 weeks pregnant | just wailed | cried like someone was dead | was happy
that I'll have a part of Nzuzo with me but | was also sad that | was actually pregnant so much for
wanting my dreams to come true.

PART 16

Claire held me until | calmed down

Me: ” I'd like to be alone please”

Claire: “what are you going to do?”

Me: “l don’t know Claire just give me space” | snapped

Claire: ” I’'m sorry but just text me if you need anything I'll be in my room”

Me: “thank you” she nodded and walked out | got off the bed took my laptop from the desk | started
downloading social networks and creating accounts | was going to find Nzuzo. | started with whatsapp
trying to get my old account back but that didn’t workout so | spent close to an hour looking for him
on facebook when | finally found him | breathed out as fresh tears made their way down my cheeks. |
sent him a friend request then inboxed him *hey, it me Yamkelani* | didn’t know what else to say |
needed him to reply first before we can talk about me leaving and the pregnancy | waited for his reply
until | felt myself drifting off to sleep.

| was woken up by someone shaking me | opened my eyes and found Masisi with Raymond looking at
me

Me: “what?”

Ray: “come down for dinner”

Me: “I'm coming”

Masisi: “uryt Yammy?”

Me: “yeah”

Masisi: “you look sad”

Ray: “like you’ve been crying”

Me: “I’'m fine, now go I'll catch up”

Masisi: “alright” they got off my bed and ran out. | know some people think | was stupid, naive, selfish
etc and yes | was stupid for letting my father take us like that for trusting him when | didn’t know him
especially with my history. I'm also selfish for just leaving Nzuzo I’'m not an optimistic person but | saw
achance at a better future that would lead to my dependency honestly speaking staying at kwaDumisa
wouldn’t have done me any good after passing my matric | would have went to Mzinto got a minimum
paying job that would lead to me renting a shack or a back room because at the end of the day | wasn’t
going to go to varsity and leave Masisi behind bursary or no bursary, things would have stayed like
that until Nzuzo decided to marry me even so there was a 50% chance that he might marry me and a



50% chance that he might want someone better. | checked facebook he hadn’t replied so | got off the
bed went to rinse my mouth and wash my face then | went downstairs to the dinning area everyone
was already around the table eating | greeted and sat down started dishing up for myself

Marvin: “are you okay Lani? You were crying again”

Me: “I'm fine”

Mayowo: “you shouldn’t cry so much you going to get sick”

Me: “I’'m fine just coming down with fever”

Mayowo: “I'll tell the driver to take you to the doctor after school tomorrow”

Me: “thank you” Marvin was just staring at me with that worried expression of his, we finished dinner
over light conversations well there were talking | was just eating. After dinner | went to my room |
checked on facebook still nothing but it showed that he was online 5 minutes ago so | sent him another
text *i know you angry and | understand you have every right to be, but | need you Nzuzo please talk
to me. | miss you so bad | didn’t mean to just disappear | forgot my phone and your number was new
so | didn’t know it and when | tried calling my phone it just went to voicemail please talk to me | still
love you I'll never stop* after sending it | went to bath then got busy with my school work | studied
for four hours straight then | checked on Facebook still nothing | just went to sleep with a broken
heart.

Days turned into weeks, weeks turned into months without Nzuzo ever replying | texted him everyday
even ended up telling him I’'m pregnant but nothing. | was now 3 months and 2 weeks pregnant | was
starting to a show just a little so | wore bigger tops i was taking driving lesson Claire had turned 18 last
week they threw her a big party and bought her a bmw before that Marvin had already started with
getting me driving lesson | came back from my lesson and went to look for Marvin one of the house
helpers told me his in the study so | went there. | found him on the phone he was speaking his language
shouting | even got scared as i was about to turn and walk out without him noticing me he called my
name

Marvin: “sit” | did he finished up his call and came to sit on the couch opposite the one | was sitting
on “what’s wrong?”

Me: “nothing”

Marvin: “oh really?”

Me: “just came to check on you” he looked at me puzzled
Marvin: “your card still has money right?”

Me: “yes | don’t need money”

Marvin: “then what’s wrong” | just looked down

Me: “I'm pregnant” then there was silence for what felt like a decade when | eventually got tired of
the silence | tried standing up but he pulled me down

Marvin: “how far”

Me: “3 months and 2 weeks”



Marvin: “so the father is back in South Africa”
Me: “yes”

Marvin: “I won't lie Lani I’'m really disappointed but | guess you didn’t really have a mother to talk to
you about these things and | wasn’t there as well | have no right to be angry but | am disappointed”

Me: “I'm sorry”

Marvin: “have you seen a doctor”

Me: “yes” he nodded

Marvin: “does he know”

Me: “we lost contact when | moved”

Marvin: “okay” | stood up “you don’t have to worry I’'m here”

Me: “thank you” | left going to my room | just got busy with my school work after awhile Mayowo got
in without knocking

Mayowo: “your father tells me you pregnant”
Me: “yes”

Mayowo: “so what you going to do about it”
Me: “excuse me”

Mayowo: “you have school and your father is already speaking to various deans about getting you and
Claire into varsity so a baby is just going to hold you back you have to abort it”

Me: “what?! How can you even suggest that”

Mayowo: “who is going to take care of your baby”

Me: “I will figure it out”

Mayowo: “have the abortion Lani it for your own good”

Me: “I love my baby and I’'m not doing that. | can’t even believe you suggesting it”

Mayowo: “mmh” she walked out after throwing pills on my desk | looked at them it was abortion pills
| went flush them in the toilet the same time after that | took my phone inboxed Nzuzo that mayowo
wanted me to have an abortion, call me stupid but | was inboxing him about everything and anything.

Months went by | got my BMW X3 on my birthday did my drivers and passed it. My baby was growing
amazingly he was healthy yep it was a boy | was so excited. Still nothing from Nzuzo he had even
stopped coming online. Everything was cool seeing Masisi happy decreased the guilt of leaving home,
this was our home now we were settled | was cool with Claire’s friends but she was my friend. Winter
vacation Justin came home | thought | looked like dad but he was his twin even dark like him while
Claire and Ray were light skinned. October | gave birth to a beautiful chubby boy named him
Phiwokuhle Avery Demus, Masisi and | had changed our surnames after all Duma was my stepfather’s
surname so when Marvin asked us to change our surname | didn’t even need to think about it. | wrote
my exams both Claire and | did very well which was surprising for me because when | turned 5 months



| couldn’t even open my books for 20 minutes without falling asleep. It was January my boy was 3
months he looked so much like Nzuzo even the skin colour which made me happy it was like | have
my own mini Nzuzo. Marvin called Claire and | to his study my boy was in his sleeper in the tv room
where we were watching tv | took the monitor followed Claire to the study | sat down Marvin went
on telling us how he got us a place to study in London as he spoke all hope of finding Nzuzo in Jhb was
vanished he went on about finding us an apartment and that we would be leaving soon

Marvin: “Lani!”

Me: “yes”

Marvin: “you zoned out”
Me:” I'm sorry”

Marvin: “I got you in for your BCom accounting and Claire is going to do her fashion design even though
| wish it was something else more mea..”

Claire: “daddy please we spoke about this”
Marvin: “and I’'m giving you what you want Claire even though it against my better judgement”
Me: “thank you” he smiled “is that all”

Marvin: “yes” | nodded and went to my son | picked him up went to my room he was so beautiful with
his chubby cheeks knowing that i would be leaving him soon was not sitting well with me | couldn’t |
found myself crying silently my phone rang it was Justin

Me: “hey”

Justin: “hey kid, you crying again what’s wrong? You miss Nzuzo” | chuckled through my tears Justin
was such an easy person first night he came here we spent it in my room just talking Nzuzo came up

Me: “no | mean yes but that’s not why I’'m crying”

Justin: “talk to your brother you know | got your back”

Me: “Marvin says we leaving soon | don’t wana go and leave Avery behind”
Justin: “you going to school you not leaving him because you don’t want him”
Me: “I don’t want to Justin! | would rather study around here”

Justin: “that’s not good”

Me: “I'm not leaving my son behind Justin”

Justin: “l don’t know Lani but let me speak to dad”

Me: “thank you”

Justin: “cool kid let me call him”

Me: “ok” he dropped the call



3 weeks later we were in London unpacking our things | started with helping the nanny unpack Avery’s
things | was so happy that my son was with me, we fixed up his room while Justin set up his crib and
everything else. Then | unpacked my clothes in my room, Marvin had gotten us another place a town
house 30 minutes from campus with 4 bedrooms, a lounge, kitchen, dinning area with a corner bar.
After settling in Marvin ordered dinner we ate then he left with Justin and mayowo

Claire: “finally freedom!” | just laughed

Me: “for you maybe I’'m a mother”

Claire: “that’s your doing you should have left Avery behind”

Me: “like hell I would have” his nanny came to take him “leave him Eloyo I'll sleep with him tonight”
Eloyo: “okay” she left

Claire: “I’'m gonna go Skype Tim” her boyfriend | nodded she left going to her room | just laid on the
couch put my son on my chest he looked at me smiling showing me his toothless mouth | felt happy
and totally completely in love with my Phiwo

PART 17
3 years later

My baby was 3 everything he did filled me with joy even when he was being naughty | would just laugh
instead of getting angry he was curious and talk active he wanted to know about everything and
anything. Masisi had grown into such a beautiful person even though she had that don’t fuck with me
attitude which was good for her because she needed it Mayowo was just a little too much but she
knew better then to mess with Masisi | was the one she just pushed around masisi was in grade 8 and
had turned into a complete daddy’s girl. Still nothing from Nzuzo | even stopped crying over him my
life was all about Phiwo he completely had me wrapped around his finger and | wasn’t complaining |
hadn’t dated or even entertained a guy not because of lack of opportunities | just didn’t want to so if
| wasn’t on campus | was with Phiwo. | was doing my 4th year everything was just good.

| was woken up by small cold hands playing with my cheeks | opened my one eye he laughed and put
his hand over it | opened the other one he did the same laughing loudly, | sat up fast making him lay
on his back started tickling him

1”7

Phiwo: “mommy stop!
soft peck

He was in tears with laughter “lala noooo!!” | finally stopped and gave him a

Me: “morning my king”
Phiwo: “morning mom”
Me: “who got you out of your bed”

Phiwo: “jus

Me: “oh his here” he nodded | got off the bed put on my slippers | carried him we went out found
Justin having coffee while talking to Eloyo in the kitchen

Me: “morning”

Justin: “hey little sis” he pulled me in for a hug “where’s the brats” | laughed putting Phiwo on the
counter



Me: “she’s not in this weekend” Claire had changed she joined the wrong type of friends and became
a party freak it didn’t help that her boyfriend Charlie was a club DJ

Justin: “Claire will kill dad”

Me: “dad is an ox” we laughed

Justin: “anyway I'm here to spend sometime with my boy”
Phiwo: “me right jus”

Justin: “ofcos”

Me: “what about me”

Phiwo: “no”

Me: “eat your food” he stuck his tongue filled with oat at me Justin laughed Eloyo was feeding him
Me: “that’s disgusting Phiwo”

Justin: “we can fit you just for today”

Me: “well thank you sir you too kind” he chuckled

Justin: “call dad you didn’t answer his call in the morning”

Me: “he needs to stop calling me 100 times a day I’'m not an egg | will not brake his acting like | wake
up screaming with nightmares”

Justin: “you can’t drop a boom like that on him Lani and think he will not treat you like an egg, you his
princess he feels like he failed you and his scared”

Me: “maybe coming out with this was a mistake” | had told dad about the rape and the abortion
basically everything | had never seen a man cry that hard he broke down he cried so much | got scared
and ran out of his study went to mayowo ever since then his been treating me like | will brake

Justin: “don’t talk like that Lani”

Me: “I'll make breakfast”

Justin: “don’t we'll eat out just get ready Eyolo will get Avery ready”
Phiwo: “get me ready”

Me: “finish eating first” he nodded ” I'll go bath” | went to my room took a long hot bath got out
lotioned got dressed in black leggings knitted black jersey | put on black thigh boots | tied my weave
into a messy bun | took my hand bag putting my phone in it. | went out found Justin and Phiwo already
waiting for me in the lounge dressed in similar clothes

Me: “my twins”

III

Phiwo: “jus says we look cool” they were wearing black skinny jeans with white navy t-shirts and black
bomber jackets and black sneakers. Most of Phiwo’s clothes were bought by Justin

III

Me: “you coo



Justin: “yes we are now let’s go I'm hungry” he lifted Phiwo and we left taking his car to the mall.
When we got there we started with breakfast then went to watch a movie | had to get out because
dad wouldn’t stop calling he even started calling Justin so | went in the middle of the movie

Me: “dad”

Dad: “Jesus Lani I've been calling you”

Me: “I know”

Dad: “so you just decided to not answer my calls”

Me: “dad I’'m fine | was fine in the morning | was fine when you called Justin an hour ago I'm fine
please stop”

Dad: “you just worry me when you don’t answer my calls”
Me: “I'm sorry I'll answer all your hourly calls” he chuckled
Dad: “come on it’s not that bad” we laughed

Me: “yes you are daddy I'm fine truly speaking you need to stop the counseling is helping if you keep
going this way I'll end up feeling suffocated”

Dad: “I don’t want you to feel that way Lani. Now how is my grandson?”
Me: “his good enjoying the movie that I’'m missing out on” he chuckled
Dad: “ok go but promise you will call before going to bed”

Me: “I will | promise”

Dad: “ok bye Lani” | dropped the call went in after the movie we went to the game arcade | left them
there | needed to use to the toilet | went in urinated got out washed my hands then got out when |
got out some guy was standing there with his feet on the wall | just walked by but he followed me

Him: “hi” | walked faster “slow down”
Me: “please disappear”
Him: “no” | could feel my irritation building up

Me: “walk away” as | turned a corner | slipped and fell flat on my ass he chuckled and kneeled next to
me | felt different shades of embarrassment some lady came to us apologizing saying her son dropped
his juice | told her it okay | tried standing up but felt pain | almost fell again but the guy caught me
putting me down gently

Him: “let me maybe you sprained your ankle” he took off my boot his fingers light grazing me indeed
my left ankle was getting swollen “do you want me to lift you”

Me: “no I'm fine” he put it back and helped me stand up it was seriously hurting | could feel tears
wanting to build up

Him: “where are you going to do I'll help you”
Me: “game arcade”

Him: “ok put your arm around my neck” | did and he lifted me up bridal style



Me: “people are watching”

Him: “why should you care”

Me: “oh”

Him: “you smell good”

Me: “thank you” | actually stared at him for once | found another man attractive not just Nzuzo
Him: “I’'m Braddley”

Me: “Yamkelani” he chuckled

Brad: “what?”

Me: “Lani is fine”

Braddley: “sounds beautiful” | nodded and looked away as soon as we got in the arcade Justin came
to us running with Phiwo behind him

Justin: “what happened Lani” Braddley put me down

Me: “I fell”

Phiwo: “mommy” Braddley looked at the 3 of us before walking away

Me: “my ankle hurts Justin”

Justin: “come get on my back” | giggled

Me: “no, just help me walk to the car”

Justin: “ok” | leaned on him while he held Phiwo with his other hand we left.

3 weeks later | came back from campus tired as hell final year was kicking my ass | got in went to check
on my Phiwo he was asleep | kissed his cheek went to take a quick shower. | got out of the shower
lotioned put on cotton short and Nzuzo’s hoody with uggs | went to the kitchen took out lamb chops
started boiling them so | could cook | made myself a cup of coffee turned on the tv opening a music
channel Claire came out of her room dancing and singing along to the song that was playing on the tv

Me: “someone is in a good mood” she took my cup putting it on the table

Claire: “dance with me sis | love the song” she took my hands we started dancing “Charlie got a
recording deal!!!” We screamed

Me: “that’s amazing”

Claire: “I'm so happy” we continued dancing the door bell rang | went to open | just went cold | couldn’t
believe who was standing there with a smile on his gorgeous face

PART 18

| stared at him and he was just smiling “mmh a hottie” Claire whispered behind me a little too loudly
Bradley laughed

Brad: “hey ladies”

Us: “hi”



Claire: “come in”

Me: “Claire!”

Claire: “what?”

Me: “his a stranger”

Claire: “a hot stranger”

Me: “disappear Claire” she laughed and went back in “what are you doing here?”
Brad: “you didn’t give me your number and | thought calling you would make me look like a stalker”
Me: “and you showing up in my home doesn’t?”

Brad: “well | didn’t think about it that way ..... Uhm now | seeeee”

Me: “how did you know where | stay”

Brad: “IT specialist and the Internet is a beautiful thing”

Claire: “Lani the pot!!!”

Me: “shit” | ran in straight to the kitchen | moved the pot aside almost burning myself when | got out
the kitchen Bradley was already in the lounge talking with Claire

Claire: “Lani is cooking you should stay for dinner she’s an excellent cook”
Me: “Claire slow your role”
Brad: “I'd love to stay for dinner”

Me: “okay uhm I'll be in the kitchen” | left them there went to continue with cooking Eloyo came in
Phiwo

Phiwo: “mommy you back”

Me: “yes my king come kiss mommy” she put him down he walked to me | lifted him up gave him a
soft peck “how’s the tummy”

Phiwo: “hungry”
Me: “get him a snack please it going to be awhile before dinner is ready”
Eloyo: “okay”

Phiwo: “Avery is tired” | giggled he had this thing of referring to himself in third person sometimes |
found it funny

Me: “Avery just woke up”

Phiwo: “Avery’s body hurts” | put him on his high chair poured some dry cheerios for him “thank you
mommy”

Me: “you welcome baby” | kissed his cheek



Claire: “the King is up” she kissed his cheek took out a bottle of wine from the fridge poured for Bradley
and herself they were both in the kitchen | continued cooking with all of us in the kitchen
conversations just flowing.

Brad: “so who is older”

Claire: “me ofcos”

Me: “by a month”

Claire: “still older”

Brad: “how is that possible”

Me: “half sisters”

Brad: “cool”

Phiwo: “mommy who is that” he pointed to Brad

Me: “it Bradley mom’s friend from school”

Phiwo: “okay can | have chocolate milk?”

Me: “can | what?”

Phiwo: “can | please have chocolate milk”

Me: “Claire”

Claire: “l got it” she poured it for him warming it a little then gave him
Me: “what do we say Avery” he looked up his top lip already covered in chocolate
Phiwo: “thank you”

Me: “you welcome my king” When | was done Claire set up the table we had dinner, after dinner Claire
did the dishes while Eloyo went to bath Phiwo, Bradley and | were in the lounge watching tv over
coffee

Brad: “l wana say I'm sorry for just showing up but | don’t want to lie to you”

Me: “it’s okay”

Brad: “you beautiful and your son is amazing”

Me: “thank you” | kept my eyes on the tv | could feel him watching me “stop staring” he chuckled
Brad: “you can tell”

Me: “l can”

Brad: “l can’t help myself you gorgeous”
Me: “uhu”

Brad: “you never speak about Avery’s father”

Me: “how much did you find online”



Brad: “you grew up in SA, moved to Nigeria when you were 17, you have 2 sisters and 2 brothers, you
doing BCom Accounting and you have a 3 year old son that is your whole world, you haven’t dated
since you moved from SA”

Me: “hha! You a qualified stalker” he chuckled

Brad: “it not like that, just that after that day | couldn’t get you out of my mind at first | was irritated
because | thought your brother was your son’s father | kept trying to get you out of my mind eventually
| gave up trying | went to my layer started looking for you”

Me: “mmh”

Brad: “I really really like you Lani if you haven’t noticed”

Me: “you can’t like someone you don’t know”

Brad: “I know you”

Me: “l don’t know you”

Brad: “give me a chance you will know me”

Me:” | ca...”

Brad: “dinner tomorrow we will take it from there”

Me: “uhm .... Tomorrow? Yeah | can do tomorrow” he smiled

Brad: “great so I'll call you”

Me: “my number .. Oh ja! You have it already” he chuckled looking down
Brad: “I'm sorry but | had to”

Me: “Avery will need me to tuck him in soon and | have notes to go over”

Brad: “guess that’s my cue” we both stood up | walked him to the door “your sister was right you are
a great cook thank you for dinner”

Me: “you welcome”

Brad: “see you tomorrow” | nodded he gave me a hug it was so tight and warm he smelled so heavenly
| pulled back we stared at each other he leaned in for a kiss but | moved back clearing my throat

Brad: “uhm .... I'm sorry Lani”
Me: “it’s ok, I'll see you tomorrow”

Brad: “I'll text you” he kissed my cheek and left. | closed the bugler gate then locked the door turning
off the light in the foyer | went to Phiwo’s room he was playing with his toys | joined him and after 30
minutes of play time | put him in bed read his a story he fell asleep | dimmed the lights then went to
my room studied until | fell asleep.

The following day when | came back from campus Justin was playing with Phiwo in the lounge

Me: “you are always here”



Claire: “l know right” she was coming in the lounge she threw herself on the couch

Justin: “what’s wrong with checking up on my little sisters and my boy” Phiwo was already in my arms
on my lap

Claire: “you always here that’s the problem, when do you even go to the office?”
Justin: “dad worries about yall so he needs reports”

Me: “daddy needs to relax we old”

Claire: “yep we old”

Justin: “yeah well, I'm here for dinner”

Me: “oh | got plans”

Justin: “what?!”

Claire: “with Bradley?” | nodded

Justin: “who is Bradley ?”

Phiwo: “mom'’s friend from school” | could already feel Justin’s judgements without even looking at
him

Justin: “you already introduced him to Avery Lani!l”

Me: “don’t yell you know how | feel about yelling”

Justin: “Lani”

Me: “he just showed up here and Claire invited him in for dinner”
Justin: “Claire!”

Claire: “don’t you dare try to start with me mr Demus | will not take it” | just stood up went to my
room with my son

Phiwo: “mommy why is Jus screaming”

Me: “I don’t know baby, how was your tummy?”

Phiwo: “full”

Me: “good” he lifted his hoody “woah the tummy is really full” he nodded while smiling
P

Phiwo: “Jus bought happy mea

Me: “Jus really loves Avery” he laughed rolling over my bed | laid on my stomach took my laptop |
went through masisi’s facebook and Instagram timeline someone knocked

Phiwo: “yes!”
Me: “you” | pulled his nose Justin came in

Justin: ” I'm sorry | yelled”

III

Me: “it’s coo



Justin: “so tell me about this Bradley dude” | sighed and told him.

Awhile later | was taking a final look at myself Bradley was already here | was wearing a white lace
badge dress above the knee with brown coat and brown platform heels my weave was tied in a messy
bun | took my clutch bag breathed out and walked out my room Justin had Phiwo on his lap he was
drilling Bradley

Phiwo: “you look beautiful mommy”

Me: “thank you baby” Bradley stood up
Bradley: “he is right Lani you look breathtaking”
Justin: “I’'m watching you” Claire giggled

Me: “let’s go before Justin embarrasses me”

Justin: “I'm offended” Bradley and | left going to the restaurant after ordering there was a little
awkward silence he cleared his throat

Bradley: “you make me nervous”
Me: “is that a good thing?” He smiled
Bradley; “not really it making me feel like a fools”

Me: “I’'m the one who should be nervous you my first date in like 4 years and I've only been with one
person”

Bradley: “so you a good girl”
Me: “something like that”
Bradley: “I can tell, you have beautiful dimples”

Me: “uhm thank you, so tell me who is Bradley?”

Bradley: “I'm Bradley Cooper born and raised here, my father is British and mom is from SA they both
white obviously, uhm I’'m 25 and male” we laughed “I’'m really attracted to a certain beautiful dark
person called Yamkelani Siphosihle Demus” | giggled

Me: “you finally got it right”

Bradley: “the helper at home helped me she’s Zulu”

Me: “you stay with your parents?” He chuckled

Bradley: “no | got my own house but | do go there for Sunday lunches”
Me: “oh”

Bradley: “I'll take you there this Sunday”

Me: “no way jose!” He smiled that killer smile of his

Bradley: “why not”

Me: “we on our first date you already speaking about meeting the parents”



Bradley: “get you on a little secret, as a guy you know within 5 minutes of meeting a girl if she’s worth
everything or if she’s not”

Me: “so am | worth it?”

Bradley: “it and a whole lot more” | giggled

Me: “don’t try to be smooth”

Bradley: “I’'m not trying at anything”

Me: “ok mr Cooper”

Bradley: “tell me about your family and why you moved”

Me: “there really isn’t much to say, my little sister and | stayed with our mother in SA and when |
turned 17 [Jwe went to stay with our father”

Bradley: “just that?”
Me: “yep” he looked at me all curious “honestly!”

Bradley: “I believe you Lani” we finished dinner over light jokes he was the complete opposite of Nzuzo
spending time with him just made me miss Nzuzo.

He opened the car door | got out he held my hand walking me to the front door at home
Bradley: “I had a wonderful time thank you so much for coming”

Me: “so did | thank you for inviting me” he held my chin and kissed me | didn’t kiss him back so he
pulled back

Bradley: “uhm .... I'm sorry” | just fake smiled he kissed me again | breathed out and kissed him back,
it was slow and sweet he tasted like the mint malva pudding downed with red wine that he had for
desert | held onto the color of his coat he put his hands under my coat wrapping his arms around my
waist and pulled me even closer | pulled back

Me: “goodnight”

Bradley: “I'll call” | rushed in and breathed out tears started falling | sank to the floor and let out a loud
sob Justin rushed in the foyer

Justin: “what did he do?!!” He held me | just cried harder “I’'m going to kill that son of a bitch Lani what
did he do to you” | shook my head

Me: “he he he was perfect Justin but | miss Nzuzo so bad | feel like I’'m cheating on him”

Justin: “oh Lani sis” he pulled off my coat and lifted me up he walked to my room putting me on the
bed

Me: “why does it have to be like this Justin?” He just held me close rocking us “l want Nzuzo | need
Nzuzo”

Justin: “I'm sorry Lani”
Me: “it hurts so bad Jus”

Justin: “look change out of this I'll go get your little Nzuzo okay”



Me: “ok” we stood up he went | quickly changed to pjs then went to wash my face and brush my teeth
when | got out the en-suit Phiwo was in my bed | crawled next to him and pulled him close he opened
his eyes and touched my face

Phiwo: “love you mommy” he closed his eyes
Me: “I love you my king” | just cried silently
PART 19

When | woke up Phiwo was still asleep | stared at him his lips slightly parted he look so much like his
dad, | gave him a soft peck got off the bed i put two pillows around him so he doesn’t fall then went
out leaving the door open. | found Justin and Claire in the kitchen Justin was making breakfast

Me: “morning fam”

Them: “hey sis”

Jus: “how you feeling Lani”

Me: “I'm okay | was just being silly”

Jus: “no you were not”

Claire: “what’s going on? What did that Bradley do to you?”

Me: “he was so perfect and | was being a stupid girl who is not over an ex that she hasn’t seen in over
4 years and knowing Nzuzo and his love for the opposite sex he has long moved on. Here | am still
crying over him so yeah | was being stupid” Justin gave me a cup of coffee “I’'m turning 22 in a couple
of months it time | moved on and Bradley is cute and funny”

Claire: “he is not cute! He is flames if | didn’t love Charlie | would dump him get myself a hot white

7

guy

Jus: “ok calm down princess Claire” we laughed

Me: “his hot!” Claire and | high fived while Justin rolled his eyes with a huff
Justin: “bunch of girls!”

Us: “we are girls”

Justin: “where is the king”

Me: “still asleep”

Justin: “Sne and Ray are coming up for their September holidays”

Me: “she didn’t tell me”

Claire: “we don’t have space here!”

Justin: “they could stay with me but | know they will want to be around Avery”
Me: “I'll share my room with with Sne and Ray can sleep in Avery’s room it only for like a week”
Justin: “is that okay with you princess”

Claire: “aakikiki!! Shut up sarcasm doesn’t suit you big brother” Justin served us with breakfast



Me: “where is Eloyo?”

Justin: “it her day off remember she’s out said she will be back at night”
Me: “oh”

Claire: “do you think she’s dating? Probably getting her freak on”
Justin: “busy bumping and grinding on top of someone”

Me: “screaming her lugs out on this cold weather” we all looked at each other bursted out in laughter
“l need to get laid”

Justin: “no you don’t!”

Claire: “yes she does”

Justin: “I'll tell dad”

Me: “and I'll tell him about how you doing your p.a in the office” Claire laughed
Claire: “he is doing that skinny girl” | giggled nodding

Justin: “she has a good heart”

Claire: “and a flat ass & chest”

Me: “she’s pretty” Phiwo started screaming for me “the King is up” | ran to my room “morning baby”

Phiwo: “mommy” | lifted him up went to his room brushed his teeth and washed his face “Avery
doesn’t like this”

Me: “Avery needs to have his teeth cleaned” he shook his head frowning | rinsed him off “let’s go eat”
Phiwo: “put me down”

Me: “but | want to carry you”

Phiwo: “Avery wants to walk his a big boy”

Me: “no you my little boy”

Phiwo: “no I’'m a man” | giggled and put him down

Me: “okay you a man” he ran out | followed him to the kitchen we were eating around the counter
Justin: “finish your food Lani I'll dish up for him”

Me: “thank you” Justin lifted Phiwo putting him on his high chair we sat finished eating.

Awhile later Bradley called we were watching a movie in the lounge | put Phiwo on the couch and ran
to my room throwing myself on the bed

Me: “hey”
Bradley: “hey beautiful, how you doing?”

Me: “I’'m good and yourself”



Bradley: “great now that you answered my call was getting worried thought | did something wrong
when you didn’t answer last night”

Me: “I'm sorry Avery wasn’t well when | got home | had to attend to him”
Bradley: “oh I’'m sorry how is he now”

Me: “his good thanks”

Bradley: “I miss you” | couldn’t help but giggle

Me: “oh yeah”

Bradley: “yeah, | sent you something it should be there soon”

Me: “what is it”

Bradley: “you will see”

Me: “mmh”

Bradley; “I know it fast but you make me happy”

Me: “I'm glad”

Bradley: “I’'m outside”

Me: “hhu?”

Bradley: “outside your house it raining | love the rain come watch it with me” | giggled

Me: “I'm coming” | dropped the call put on a jacket | wore my rain boots went out my room
Phiwo: “where you going mommy”

Me: “I'll be back” | kissed his cheek

Jus: “I’'m watching you”

Me: “go back to your apartment Justin” Claire laughed | walked out running to Bradley’s car

Bradley: “hey” he cupped my face we kissed this time it was deeper | pushed the guilt away | mentally
told myself that | am not cheating and just allowed myself to enjoy it | was still lost in his lips when he
pulled back

Bradley: “woah! That was good” | covered my face with my hands laughing “come on let me see that
beautiful face” he moved my hands holding them “hi”

Me: “hi”
Bradley: “let’s go”
Me: “where to”

Bradley: “get coffee” | nodded he drove off when we got to the coffee shop we sat in the booth close
to the glass wall so we can look at the rain we just got hot chocolate and muffins we spent about two
hours there talking then he took me home he parked in front of the house and pushed his chair back

Bradley: “can | pick you up”



Me: “what?” He lifted me putting me on top of me “ooh”

Bradley: “yeah” we kissed harder it felt so amazing | pressed down on him moving a little | couldn’t
even remember the last time | felt this way call me names but | was horny as fuck the fabric of our
jeans felt to thick he let out a muffled moan | pulled back

Bradley: “so much from a tiny person”

Me: “so much what”

Bradley: “fire”

Me: “you know what they say about small packages” we shared a chuckle
Bradley: “you make it so easy”

Me: “make what easy”

Bradley: “I'll tell you some other day”

Me: “ok | gotta go” we kissed shortly then | got out the car it wasn’t raining anymore so did he. He
opened the back door and took out a box of fresh roses giving it to me

Me: “thank you they gorgeous”
Bradley: “so are you” he gave me a soft peck
Me: “I'll see you”

Bradley: “soon” he kissed my forehead | went in

Days turned into weeks, weeks turned into months eventually it was a year. My big boy who refused
to be called a boy but rather a man was 4 and going to daycare he was such a smart boy call me bias
but he was the smartest little man | have ever met. | was doing my postgrad unfortunately Claire’s
party lifestyle cost her she failed her final year both semesters dad was furious when our results came
out while | graduated with Dean’s recognition she couldn’t even get into an exam for two of her
majors, Mayowo blamed Justin and | for not looking after her princess as if we were going to force her
to focus on her books. Bradley was just the best thing right after chocolate covered strawberries we
were good officially together even though it took me 8 months to tell him | love him while it took him
a month | had met his parents and two little sister who are twins which was kinda putting pressure on
me to introduce him to dad even though he hadn’t came out and said it he did throw hints that it hurts
him when | disappear if my dad is in town.

It was the night before my graduation day, Masisi and Ray were in town unfortunately or | should say
fortunately Mayowo couldn’t come she said there’s a charity dinner that she can’t get out of like yeah
that’s the case. We were going for dinner | was a nervous wreck | was waiting Bradley in my room
waiting for his call when Masisi came in my little angel had grown so much she was absolutely beautiful
even gained weight her ass was bigger she was also tall

Masisi: “why you locked yourself here Yammy”
Me; “I’'m just thinking”

Masisi: “Bradley?”



Me: “yep” she chuckled
Masisi: “dad won’t kill him”
Me: “you don’t know that”

Masisi: “yeah well he is already here they in the lounge talking” | jumped off the bed ran out indeed
he was already here talking to dad and Justin, justin and Bradley got along | gathered myself and
walked slowly to them

Me: “hi” he smiled and stood up gave me a hug then kissed my cheek

Bradley: “hey love” | swallowed saliva and stared at dad who kept a straight face
Dad: “call your sisters Lani so we can go before we lose our reservations”

Me: “walk with me dad”

Dad: “Lani” | nodded and went to call them we left | drove with Bradley and Claire and Masisi. The
dinner went surprisingly well dad was cool he just didn’t like that Bradley was from another country
because he wanted us to go back home after school.

Dad woke me up with breakfast in bed | sat up he sat down
Me: “thank you”

Dad: “I'm so proud of you angel you an amazing young woman the strongest person | have ever met
even | your own father | don’t have your strength. You have been through so much but through it all
you came out stronger than before you an amazing mother to Avery just like you've been to Sne. I'm
really proud of you Lani no father could ever ask for a better daughter”

Me: “thank you daddy” he smiled and kissed my forehead

Dad: “now eat up before we get late for your graduation ceremony”

Me: “can’t believe I’'m graduating!!”

Dad: “better believe it angel and daddy couldn’t be any prouder”

Me: “I’'m happy | made you proud dad”

Dad: “be happy you made yourself proud my angel you earned that honors degree”

Me: “l am proud of myself”

Dad: “good”

Justin: “you made us all proud” he was standing by door

Me: “I’'m glad now please check on Claire she said she needs to make final touches on my dress”
Justin: “you trust her with it” | giggled but dad wore his worried masks

Me: “Claire is amazing she just can’t put her focus on notes but her designs are pure art”

Justin: “if you say so” they walked out | finished eating went to bath when | got out Claire was sitting
on my bed



Claire: “don’t panic” | panicked “I know we spoke about a dress but believe me this is so much better”
| breathed out

Me: “I trust you and | know you won’t disappoint me or ruin my day” she smiled

Claire: “thank you” she walked out | lotioned blow dried my weave | had Malaysian 24 inch curls Claire
walked in | just smiled clapping excitedly she helped me get dressed it was a beautiful skin tight ankle
grazer Nigerian print jumpsuit with no straps she tapped my boobs so my cleavage was on point it had
an open back which put some emphasis on my not so big ass

Claire: “damn I’'m good”
Me: “I guess that means | look beautiful”

Claire: “you think?!” We laughed Phiwo walked in | almost cried he was wearing a slim fit suit made
of the same material as my jumpsuit

Me: “my boy!!”
Phiwo: “man” | giggled

Me: “my man! come to mommy” he walked to me | picked him up kissing him all over his face as he
squirmed wanting me to stop

Phiwo: “you look beautiful mommy”
Me: “and you look handsome my man” he held my face and gave me a soft peck

Phiwo: “now put me down” | did he walked out with so much swag he totally was Nzuzo’s son no
doubt about it | wore my shoes went out my room everyone was already we took loads of pictures |
was so happy we left for the school hall found Bradley already there waiting for us.

When my name was called | felt as if everything was worth it, when | held my honors degree in my
hand | knew my mother’s hurtful words were nothing but words my stepdad’s abuse was a thing of
the past what those two people did to me made me stronger than ever, my little sister’'s warm hug
and my son’s warm hug made me realize that leaving SA was the best decision | have ever made | put
the guilt of leaving Nzuzo behind and | was at my proudest moment right after giving birth to my son.
| had my qualification something no one could ever take away from me.

| walked out of the hall when the ceremony was over practically threw myself at Bradley he lifted me
up spinning me around

Bradley: “I'm so proud of you baby”

Me: “thank you love” He put me down then cupped my face we kissed deeply for the longest time
until dad cleared his throat we pulled apart Masisi was covering Phiwo’s face while laughing

Bradley: “I love you so much”

Me: “so do I”

Bradley: “no like | love you Yamkelani” | just kissed him

Me: “I love you Bradley Cooper | love you with all that | am”

Bradley: “God | want to marry you”



PART 20

| stared at Bradley with my eyes popping out

Dad: “okay Bradley calm down no one is marrying anyone here”

Masisi; “why not daddy”

Dad: “don’t question me Sne”

Ray: “why not daddy”

Claire: “yeah why not daddy” they all looked at dad and laughed he just walked away going to the car

Justin: “you guys are going to give dad a heart attack” we just followed after him | rode with Bradley
we all went for lunch and at night we took dad and the kids to the airport then | went to Bradley’s
house

Me: “baby!!” | had my own key

Bradley: “dining” | locked the door went further in the lights were dimmed all over the first floor |
found him standing in the dinning area with a romantic dinner for two set up he had a rose in his hand
soft music was playing in the background

Me: “baby?” He walked to me looking so gorgeous
Bradley: “you look beautiful”

Me: “I haven’t changed you saw me earlier”
Bradley: “baby don’t kill my vibe” | giggled shyly

Me: “sorry” he took my hand kissing it then pulled me over he made me sit down and pushed my chair
in

Me: “thank you”

Bradley: “you welcome” he kissed my cheek and went to sit down, the waitress came out poured
champagne for us non alcoholic for me ofcos “toast to the most beautiful and smart, loving and caring
woman ever. Congratulations babe you worked hard and you’ve earned it” we clicked our glasses

Me: “thank you babe” the starters were brought out.

After dinner he took my hand we slow danced he was holding my waist firmly | had my feet on his feet
after the song finished he swept me up | wrapped my legs around his waist he walked us up to his
room. He put me on the bed took off my jumpsuit

Bradley: “tape?” | just smiled nodding he chuckled and gently pulled it off
Me: “ouch” he kissed my breasts

Bradley: “sorry” | cupped his face we kissed slowly passionately he rolled us over | unbuttoned his shirt
taking it off | moved back started kissing him from the jawline down his chest playing with his nipple |
went further down leaving a trail of soft kisses, i unbuckled his belt then took off his jeans he was just
left with his white boyleg while | was left with my red lace thong he rolled us over again | opened my
legs widely he tore my thong off then went down on me my eyes rolled back | held onto the comforter
calling out his name .... The rest is history



Bradley; “I love you” | giggled
Me: “l know” he pulled me even closer

Bradley: “I'm so glad you know but | would like to hear it back every once in a while you know” |
laughed kissing his chest

Me: “getting a little fragile there mr Cooper”

Bradley: “just a little ms Demus”

Me: “I love you Bradley you know | love you”

Bradley: “I'm glad, now sleep babe you have an early morning”
Me: “don’t remind me God | wish | was just all done | was working”

Bradley: “would you move back to SA given the opportunity” | don’t wana lie that question took me
back a little | wasn’t expecting it

Me: “I... Uhm...”

Bradley: “you would”

Me: “no | wouldn’t my life is with my family now”

Bradley: “and | can be your family”

Me: “yes you can”

Bradley: “like you would marry me bare me beautiful mixed babies”
Me: “if I'm ready at that time yes but you would have to accept Avery”
Bradley: “excuse me | love that little man like he is my own”

Me: “l know you do”

Bradley: “good” | got on top of him he smiled and held my butt

Me: “my white man”

Bradley: “hhu is that all that | am to you just a white man”

Me: “a white man who has my heart”

Bradley: “who is really hard right now since he has a hot little tight pussy pressed directly on his cock”
Me: “I can feel that”

Bradley: “so how about you help a brother out”

Me: “a brother?”

Bradley: “don’t be that racist person in the room” | fell on him while laughing

Days turned into weeks and weeks turned into months and months turned into years eventually it was
4 years later | had written my board exam | even had my phd dad cried like legit tears when | was



getting my phd even Justin didn’t have his he never bothered. So when | got mine he couldn’t believe
it he just broke into fits of tears when | was graduating. My boy was 8 and in grade 3 so so grown he
was the man of the house and he made sure it was known. Claire graduated and moved to Italy with
her husband yep she got married last year to Robert Torres a son of a wealthy businessman Rob had
came to handle some business his father was doing with dad one thing led to another they fell in love
8 months later got married. Masisi was in grade 12 and dating it was driving dad crazy this one time
dad called me he was sick with worry it was at night Masisi wasn’t back at home she had went to the
mall with her friends | called her she didn’t answer she only went home after midnight, | spoke with
her Masisi worried me she was too quick to forget about where we come from dad’s money had her
confused the only thing | could do was get her a gyne so | did that then put her on an injection.

| woke up when my alarm rang | switched it off went to check on Phiwo the help was already bathing
him it was just him and | now with the helper ofcos so | went to bath got out went to make breakfast
when | was done | went to get dressed in a black pencil skirt an olive green shirt tuck in with black
peep toe heels | let my weave lose | was packing my bag when Phiwo knocked

Me: “yes bae”
Phiwo: “come let’s eat before we run late”
Me: “I'm coming” he stood on the chair

Phiwo: “come” | smiled and walked to him he pushed my weave from my face and fixed my shirt “you
look beautiful bae”

Me: “thank you and you look handsome as always” he kissed my cheek and jumped off the chair

Phiwo: “now come let’s eat” | took my bag we walked out | left my bag on the counter we started
eating “I have soccer practice today bae you coming?”

Me: “Justin said he will come | have a late meeting Avery”

Phiwo: “cool”

Me: “l won’t miss your game tomorrow though | promise”

Phiwo: “l know you won’t”

Me: “good” We finished breakfast got our bags and left | went to drop him off at school
Phiwo: “love you bae”

Me: “love you too bae and kill them in practice” | kissed his forehead he got off the car Christina the
helper picks him up and | drop him off everyday unless | have an early meeting. | went to the office |
was cfo in my father’s company the day went on smoothly as usual | had lunch with Justin he was the
ceo.

It was towards the end of the day when | got an email | was expecting from a recruitment agency
offering me a cfo position at St Augustin hospital in SA Durban | couldn’t even believe it honestly
speaking SA wasn’t even a place | thought of yeah sure at times | missed Nzuzo when | looked at Phiwo,
| just stood up ran to the bathroom to throw up | vomited until nothing was coming out | had been
vomiting a lot these past days. | called my p.a to just cancel my last meeting packed my bag and left |
ran into Justin in the lift



Justin: “I thought your last meeting was here in the office”
Me: “l don’t feel well”
Justin: “you’ve been sick for awhile now and that’s it I’'m taking you to the doctor”

Me: “I’'m fine Justin stop being my dad besides Avery is waiting for you at soccer practice” he chuckled
and pulled me to him wrapping his arm around my neck

Justin: “l am your dad”

Me: “you got Avery this weekend”

Justin: “yep but you coming to the game tomorrow”

Me: “yes I'll meet you two there bye”

Justin: “tell Bradley | said he needs to take you to the doctor”

Me: “yes daddy” he opened my door | got in he kissed my cheek then closed the door | drove off going
to Bradley’s house. When | got there he wasn’t back from work | went to take a quick hot shower got
out wore his t-shirt | made myself a peanut butter and banana sandwich | was still eating when my p.a
called | had to check my email | did but there was a link that wouldn’t open on my iPad so | went to
Bradley’s layer the place was filled with high tech things Bradley was like a spy he was the computer
geek, finally the link opened but | needed a notepad to write down some numbers so | looked for it
through the drawers | found a file with my name and | took it. There was everything | mean everything
about my life in it from mom to my stepdad to Nzuzo the abuse my notes from my psychologist even
Avery’s birth certificate that Nzuzo’s name. | couldn’t believe it things | have never told him | had never
opened up about my abuse to him | felt so betrayed he got in just as | sank on the floor he took one
look at my face and came to kneel next to me panicking

Bradley: “baby i ... 'm so sorry”
Me: “why? How?”

Bradley: “I needed to know I’'m sorry | wanted to propose and | had to know everything you wouldn’t
open up to me”

Me: “this is invasion of my privacy”
Bradley: “I know love and | am so sorry”
Me: “you could have asked me”

Bradley: “I've been asking you Lani but you won’t tell me how was | supposed to commit my life to
you when | don’t know half of your life”

Me: “l was going to tell you!!!  would have told you when | was ready to” he put his hand in his pocket
and pulled a ring box

Bradley: “l wanted to do this properly you know with the whole romantic setting but I'll do it now |
love you Yamkelani | need you baby so bad my life is incomplete without you, you my life | love you
and your past made you what you are”

Me: “don’t do this I'm still mad at you”



Bradley: “I love you and will you please marry me?” | felt my sandwich coming up my throat | threw
up all over him and his ring

PART 21

Bradley: “wow not what | imagined would happen when | prepose”

Me:” I'm sorry I've been under the water a little” he took of his t-shirt

Bradley: “so are you marrying me” he looked so anxious

Me: “can | sleep on it please” he looked at me all hurt and in disbelief then sat down

Bradley: “it been 5 years Yamkelani if you knew that you wanted to marry me you wouldn’t need to
sleep on it”

Me: “I'm sorry”

Bradley: “it’s okay you don’t want to marry me”

Me: “l do want to marry you I’'m just saying not now”

Bradley; “when then?!! Hhu how much more time do | have to waste waiting for you?!!!1”

Me: “don’t fuckn yell at me” if there’s one thing | can’t handle is being yelled at my head just goes
back to stepdad and mom

Bradley: “no give me a bloody time frame Yamkelani I’'m fucking tired of waiting around for you”
Me: “then leave”
Bradley; “you in my house!!!”

Me: “fine” | stood up went out grabbing my things from his room | drove to my house in tears . When
| got there it was dark nobody was home | just went to my room and cried myself to sleep.

| woke up awhile later my head was pounding | got some aspirin went to sit in front of the tv | called
Justin to talk to Phiwo but he was already asleep. As | was watching tv | started feeling really guilty for
what went down in Bradley’s house Bradley is amazing and he loves me, he loves my son like phiwo is
his own it was around 02:45 | stood up put on my pjs | left driving to his house. | parked outside the
garage there was a car | didn’t know there | got off my car and went in | was welcomed by alcohol
bottles in the lounge this is one thing | hated about Bradley when he was hurt or angry he thought
alcohol can solve everything | just huffed went upstairs when | got in his room the smell of alcohol
caught me hard | threw up same time the lights got switched on

Bradley: “shit baby are you okay” he came to me and held up my weave until | was done throwing up
Me: “I’'m sorry I'll marry you baby I love you and | can’t wait to be mrs Cooper”
Bradley: “uhm..” | looked at him he kept his head down “i am so sorry baby”

Me: “Bradley” he sat down | looked at him confused ...... “Brad” | looked at where the voice came from
| don’t know how | missed it there was a blonde naked girl on the bed

Me: “oh my God” | covered my mouth with my hand



Bradley: “Lani I’'m sorry” | ran out but he ran after me when | was by the staircase he grabbed my head
but | shoved him only to miss a step | rolled down on the stairs | hit the floor hard with my stomach
and cried out

Me: “Nzuzoooo” it was lights out

4 days later Justin picked me up from the hospital | had lost my baby, a baby | didn’t even knew | had
in my womb but | lost him/her because his/her father was so selfish that he couldn’t handle a little
rejection. We got home he put me on the couch Phiwo ran to my room got me to pillows putting one
behind me and another under my feet

Phiwo: “you need anything bae”

Me: “no I’'m fine” Justin gave me phone Bradley was calling | hadn’t spoken to him since that night
when | woke up in hospital he cried and begged for forgiveness but | chased him out told the nurses |
don’t want him in my room and | haven’t seen him since then, the nurses told me he came and stayed
outside my room all day and night only leaving to bath or eat.

Justin: “l can’t believe this idiot is still calling”

Me: “Justin don’t”

Justin: “l just can’t believe that douchbag did this to you”

Phiwo: “we should beat him up”

Justin: “yes”

Me: “no one beating anyone up and Justin bru come on don’t talk about this in front of the kid”
Phiwo: “I'm not a kid I’'m a man mom your man it my job to protect you”

Justin: “yes”

Me: “can | get a cup of green tea please with lemon”

Phiwo: “I'll do it” he left

Me: “Justin stop talking about this with Avery around you going to make him hate Bradley”
Justin: “don’t tell me you thinking of going back to him Lani”

Me: “l don’t know Justin | love him we’ve been together for such a long time and he asked me to marry
him”

Justin: “he fucked someone the very same day”
Me: “he made a mistake”

Justin: “that cost you your child”

Me: “stop please | was there”

Justin: “I'm sorry” phiwo came back with my tea

Phiwo: “can we get some pizza and fried chicken I’'m hungry”



Justin: ” I'll call and order in” he went to the kitchen Phiwo came and sat next to putting his head on
my shoulder

Phiwo: “bae”

Me: “yes”

Phiwo: “who is uhm zuzo” | chuckled
Me: “who”

Phiwo: “l can’t pronounce it mom”
Me: “Nzuzo”

Phiwo: “yes, Justin and Bradley were arguing about him at the hospital Bradley says you were calling
out for that person instead of him”

Me: “oh | don’t know bae | was in a lot of pain” he nodded
Phiwo: “I’'m sorry you in pain mommy”
Me: “I'll be fine | promise”

At night | had called Bradley over even though Justin didn’t approve so when he came we went to my
room as soon as we got in he locked the door went straight to his knees

Bradley: “l am so sorry Lani no amount of sorries could right this wrong | did you so wrong baby | don’t
even know how to fix this Lani | am so sorry please don’t hate me”

Me: “l don’t hate you”

Bradley: “I’'m sorry Yamkelani you have to forgive me”
Me: “I forgive you”

Bradley: “ooh baby I’'m sorry”

Me: “it’'s ok come to bed” he looked at me all shocked before standing up we got under the covers
held me “I’'m not marrying you”

Bradley: “right now | understand” | nodded “I love you”

Me: “I love you too”

Weeks went by Bradley and | were not so good he kept on saying I'm still in love with Nzuzo that’s
why | won’t marry him it didn’t help that Justin hit him this one time when he barged in screaming in
my house because | wasn’t answering his calls. On the other side the recruiter from durban didn’t stop
trying to recruit me. This one day | got called in at phiwo’s school because he got in a fight with some
boys who were teasing him over not having a father | cried myself to sleep that night. A week after
that | accepted the durban offer dad and Justin were not happy at all my father didn’t want anything
to do with durban he thought | might run into my mother while Justin didn’t want to be alone in
London. | had to wait for Phiwo to finish his semester then he could start grade 4 in durban | guess the
move was a deal breaker for Bradley because he broke up with me when | told him about it. When it
was the 23rd of December we packed up it was goodbye London Phiwo was really not pleased his



whole life was in London and he felt like | was being selfish taking away everything that he loves from
him. We spent Christmas and New Year’s Eve at home in Nigeria, in January Justin went to durban
with us to help with the move dad had bought us a house in la lucia calling it a graduation present it
was a beautiful double story 5 en-suited bedrooms, kitchen, lounge, dining area, pool, tv room. When
we were settled Justin left, Masisi passed her grade 12 she was going to study Law in London she was
going to stay with Justin.

After phiwo’s first day of school | wanted to go celebrate it | was only going to start work in February.
So after school | picked him up from school he ran to me at the drop off spot | tried lifting him up but
he moved

Phiwo: “bae not in public” | giggled

Me: “a kiss at least”

Phiwo: “cheek only” | nodded and kissed his cheek we got in car

Me: “seatbelt bae” we did our seatbelt | drove off “so how was your day”

Phiwo: “everyone was acting like they’ve never seen a new person before | was getting irritated but
my teacher told me it because of my accent. | didn’t know we have an accent mom”

Me: “oh yeah you do | don’t”

Phiwo: “but you sound like me”

Me: “not really”

Phiwo: “yeah well school was cool”

Me: “you made friends”

Phiwo: “yeah | don’t want to be a loner”

Me: “see moving wasn’t a bad move”

Phiwo: “still don’t like you for making us move | will miss Justin and my soccer team”
Me: “there’s a soccer team at your school bae why don’t you sign up”

Phiwo: “I'll see”

Me: “okay” we got to gateways watched a movie then went to have early dinner at circus circus
Phiwo: “it’s so hot here like it been hot since we came here”

Me: “it a beautiful sunny place bae embrace it”

Phiwo: “I miss home | really miss home | even miss Bradley”

Me: “l know but this is home now”

Phiwo: “I'm not being difficult I'm keeping an open mind”

Me: “I'm glad”

Phiwo: “I need to piss”



Ill

Me: “are you ful

Phiwo: “yes” | called a waitress over for the bill and to pack our food we waited a bit | paid we left
started at the toilets | waited outside while he got in “Yamkelani” | looked up | couldn’t believe it there
he was looking more beautiful than ever | was still staring at him with my jaw hanging when two cute
little girls about 3 years old in the same outfit ran to him screaming daddy he lifted them up a lady
also came out of the female toilets she was pretty

Her: “baby we done we can go”

Nzuzo: “uhm yeah” | just turned looked the other way as tears ran down my cheeks the voices faded
as well as the footsteps the girls were chatting away

PART 22
Phiwo: “bae I'm done” | quickly wiped my tears and turned to look at him

Me: “ok let’s go” he took my hand and carried the take aways with the other hand we walked to the
car we got in | drove off going home. We took our baths got in our pjs then went to watch tv

Phiwo: “you look sad”

Me: “I'm not sad Avery just a little tired”

Phiwo: “l don’t like it when you sad mom, you were never sad when you were with Bradley”
Me: “I’'m not sad Avery | promise you”

Phiwo: “I’'m going to sleep with you tonight”

Me: “thank you” he moved from where he was sitting came to sit next to me | moved back he laid in
front of me | wrapped my arms around him

Me: “remember how | told you | left your daddy behind when | moved to grandpa’s house and that
he doesn’t know about you”

Phiwo: “yes, why?”
Me: “I think | will look for him, is that okay with you?”
Phiwo: “what if he doesn’t want us?”

Me: “your father is great person Avery, remember how | always tell you that he was my hero that he
saved me and Sne from the bad people and he took care of us”

Phiwo: “he treated you like a queen” | giggled through my tears
Me: “yes your father is an amazing man and you are also amazing he is going to love you”
Phiwo: “how are you going to find him”

Me: “I don’t know it will take sometime but he deserves to know about you and I’'m sure you want
him in your life”

Phiwo: “okay if you think it good to find him yes look for him. But what if he has another family”

Me: “then it okay because even if he has another family that means you have sisters or brothers”



Phiwo: “l would like to have little sisters and maybe a big brother”
Me: “okay” | kissed his head he stirred a little
Phiwo: “l love you mommy”

Me: “I love you too Avery” | kissed his head again we continued watching the chipmunks

Days went by my life was basically all about Avery take him to school, pick him up. Until it was the 1st
of February it was my first day at work | had to impress yeah sure | was over qualified but experience
wise | had only worked at my father’s company. | woke up went to wake Avery up we didn’t have a
helper so it was hands on deck for the both of us | went to shower while he took a bath | got out got
dressed in a white pencil skirt with a gold zip between my thighs, a white tank top tucked in, a caramel
sleeveless coat and caramel stilletoers | brushed my weave | had 30 inch black Brazilian | got my bags
went to check on Avery

Me: “you done Avery?”

Phiwo: “yes” he finished tying his shoes “let’s go” he took his bag we went downstairs he made us
cereal while | made his lunch then we sat down ate after eating we left starting at his school

Me: “I love you”

Phiwo: “love you too mommy” he kissed my cheek and got off the car | watched him going in then
drove off | went straight to my office | already knew it | was shown around when | came to sign my
contract 30 minutes after | got in | was just going through hospital policies when the Hr lady Meredith
came in with a young man

Meredith: “Dr Demus good morning”

Me: “good morning”

Meredith: “how you finding everything” | chuckled

Me: “just okay”

Meredith: “l got you your p.a this is Sthembiso Duma” | cringed
Sthe: “Dr Demus it’s a pleasure”

Me: “same here but just call me Yamkelani”

Meredith: “well I'll leave you two to it” she left

Sthe: “well besides the meet and greet that’s happening in 20 minutes in the conference room your
day is free”

Me: “okay” he smiled

Sthe: “I'll be out front”

Me: “where you from Sthembiso”
Sthe: “Mlazi kwaF” | breathed out

Me: “okay” he walked out | took my phone and called dad



Dad: “Lani”

Me: “maybe you were right dad coming to durban was a mistake”

Dad: “what happened” he was already panicking

Me: “my p.a dad his a Duma dad at the mention of the surname my mind automatically went there”
Dad: “Lani | told you this will happen you know what just resign and come home”

Me: “I shouldn’t have called”

Dad: “don’t go crazy on me unless you want me to come get you”

Me: “no I’'m saying | can handle it | panicked a little”

Dad: “just come home”

Me: “I saw Avery’s dad” he didn’t say anything “daddy” he sighed

Dad: “are you going to introduce them”

Me: “it’s the right thing to do”

Dad: “yes it is”

Me: “okay | have to go there’s a meet and greet that | have to go to”

Dad: “ok make daddy proud | love you angel”

Me: “I love you too” | dropped the call. | went to the bathroom fixed my lipstick and hair then Sthe
and | went to the conference room it was already filled with chiefs of staffs and attendings | met a few
people | could smell him but | didn’t want to turn | could even feel his eyes on me a part of me thought
| was being paranoid | mean what are the chances of him working in this hospital when durban is filled
with hospitals | went around the room being introduced to people some even trying to pitch me on
some research they wanted to do that needed money, the chief of surgery Steven that | was talking
to waved someone over

Steven: “this is the best attending i have in my staff” | kept my eyes down my breathing picked up
“Khumalo this is our new cfo Dr Demus”

Nzuzo: “nice to meet you mrs Demus” | looked up at him he looked so breathtakingly gorgeous in his
scrubs and lab coat

Me: “it’s miss” he shook my hand
Nzuzo: “Steven | have to be in surgery so | can’t stay”
Steven: “if you serious about wanting your project to pick up you better play nice to Dr Demus”

Nzuzo: “I’'m not a kiss ass Steven you know that” Steven waved him off he looked at me “nice meeting
you dr Demus” then he left just like that | was so confused like why was he acting like an ass

Steven: “forgive him, he is not always like this”
Me: “l get it”

Steven: “so you not a mrs? A beautiful successful young woman like yourself” | giggled



Me: “yeah but I’'m in a committed relationship with my man Avery”

Steven: “lucky man”

Me: “I’'m the lucky one his very loving” he pressed his thin lips together nodding
Steven: “you in love” | giggled

Me: “let me go back to my office”

Steven: “this is your thing”

Me: “l appreciate it but | got work | need to get to”

Steven: “let me walk you” | nodded he walked to my office we ran into Nzuzo he just looked at me
showing no emotions | just sighed | don’t want to lie my heart was braking

Steven: “you and Khumalo got history .... Well that’s stupid of me to ask you from London” | just gave
him a fake smile when we got to my office | thanked him and went in closing it | shut the blinds and
just cried.

3 weeks went by | hadn’t seen Nzuzo since that day and it was actually good | preferred not seeing
him then seeing those cold looks he gave me. | was just in my office skyping with Ray when someone
knocked | screamed come in | caught his scent before he opened his mouth | said my goodbyes to Ray
and looked up

Me: “hi”

Nzuzo: “why?” | got off the chair went to lean on the desk in front of it “I just want to know why
Yamkelani”

Me: “I don’t understand”
Nzuzo: “you left!!”

Me: “don’t yell” he paced up and down speaking to himself | shut the blinds
Nzuzo: “no call no text no warning nothing you just left Yamkelani”

Me: “I'm sorry”

Nzuzo: “you sorry?” He chuckled but tears were already flowing out of his eyes “you sorry? That’s it
you sorry”

Me: “I inboxed you Nzuzo on facebook | sent you countless texts | texted you everyday”
Nzuzo: “I haven’t been on facebook since my first year at varsity” | looked down
Me: “l thought you were just ignoring me”

Nzuzo: “for what good reason would | ignore you? You left me Yamkelani you packed your bags and
left without even sending a simple text! You just left with some Nigerian guy | had to beat myself up
the only comfort | found was that maybe the guy is your father”

Me: “he was | mean is my father. Everything just happened fast | forgot my phone behind | tried Nzuzo
| promise you | tried but you had just changed your number and my phone kept on going on voicemail.



When | found you on facebook | cried and thanked my lucky stars but you wouldn’t answer you never
did” I let out a choked sob when he wrapped his arms around me | just cried harder “I kept on thinking
you will reply | texted you everyday for a year but you never replied”

Nzuzo; “you hurt me so bad Yammy | had never been that hurt and disappointed” | moved from his
chest and looked up at him he wiped my tears “you tore me apart Yammy | sent Thandi to come check
why | can’t get hold of you she told me you left with some foreigner | have never went that crazy | got
on a taxi same time and came home”

Me: “I’'m so sorry Nzuzo you know how much | love you Nzuzo | would never hurt you intentionally”

Nzuzo: “you did hurt me Yamkelani as soon as your rich Range Rover driving father came you left me
behind” my knees went weak and | sank to the floor

Me: “is that how low you think of me” | cried out “you think | left because my fatheris rich?! You know
me Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “l knew you” | covered my face with my hands and cried “this you this Dr Demus that everyone
is kissing her ass i don’t know this person who wears weaves and drives a Range Rover evoque | don’t
know this person” my alarm rang | stood up wiped my tears switched it off | took my hand bag “we
still talking Yamkelani”

Me: “no we not you are making me cry and | have to go pick up my son from school”
Nzuzo: “you have a son?”

Me: “yes so please leave my office so | can lock up”

Nzuzo: “where is his father?”

Me: “dead now please step out”

Nzuzo: “so you moved on”

Me: “so did you” he wiped his tears and walked out

PART 23

| was about to step out when he got in again

Nzuzo: “no you don’t get to do this Yamkelani”

Me: “to go get my son from school? Nzuzo Avery will worry if I'm late”

Nzuzo: “that’s a beautiful name, you don’t get to come here and turn my life upside down or make
me feel guilty over moving on”

Me: “don’t feel guilty I’'m the stupid one who thought you would wait for me” | chuckled “you know |
knew you dated | mean you are Nzuzo Khumalo you always were a player so dating and sleeping
around was expected but the kids? | don’t even know”

Nzuzo: “stop doing that Yamkelani you also moved on you have a child who is older than my girls by
the way”

Me: “he is turning 9 in October”

Nzuzo: “you moved on so quickly!!! God | was still crying over you”



Me: “for a neurosurgeon you really stupid” | got out told Sthe to lock my office | walked to my parking
space got in my car and drove off in a speed when | got to Avery’s school he was already waiting for
me | could tell by his walk that he was not impressed at all his head hanged low and his hands were in
his pocket he opened the backseat threw his bag in then came to the front

Me: “hey bae”

Avery: “hi” | sighed and drove off

Me: “I’'m sorry I'm a little late”

Avery: “can you get me into an all boys school like the school back at home”
Me: “what’s wrong with that school”

Avery: “I don’t like it”

Me: “why?”

Avery: “I just don’t okay!”

Me: “we don’t scream under no circumstances we do not scream Avery”
Avery: “I'm sorry mom”

Me: “what’s wrong with that school”

Avery: “I just prefer an all boys school”

Me: “well I'll see what | can do”

Avery: “thank you and why were you late”

Me: “work stuff I’'m sorry”

Avery: “make it up to me” | giggled

Me: “happy meal?”

Avery: “yep”

Me: “you so going to get fat” he laughed

Avery: “apparently girls at school like that”

Me: “you want to change school because of a girl Avery Phiwokuhle do you like a girl”
Avery: “I'll skype Justin”

Me: “but I'm here”

Avery: “no” | parked and we got off

Me: “why not”

Avery: “just no mom please”

Me: “I’'m so hurt”

Avery: “don’t manipulate me” we started at the cafeteria got him some food then walked to my office



Me: “I'm not manipulating you Avery I'm just hurt”

Avery: “I'm sorry but I’'m still not telling” | chuckled

Me: “fine” | opened the door but it wasn’t locked Avery got in first

Avery: “mom?” | got in Nzuzo was still there with his eyes red and puffy

Me: “go eat your lunch in Sthe’s office Avery”

Avery: “why?”

Me: “because | have some work | need to get to”

Avery: “Okay” he stood on his toes | bent he kissed my cheek then left closing the door behind him
Me: “I said leave”

Nzuzo: “he looks just like me”

Me: “his your son what do you expect” he flopped on the couch

Nzuzo: “we have a son Yamkelani not just a baby but a grown young man”

Me: “yep”

Nzuzo: “and you had to raise him by yourself because | thought | was too cool for facebook”

Me: “don’t blame yourself I’'m the one who messed up by forgetting my phone”

Nzuzo: “I should have tried harder to find you | shouldn’t have just given up” | sat next to him

Me: “don’t blame yourself”

Nzuzo: “I can’t believe we have a son Yammy and he is like a younger me my young identical twin”
Me: “he is so much like you Nzuzo his caring and protective he adores me”

Nzuzo: “does he know about me”

Me: “he knows off you but he is smart so he must have figured it out when he saw you, you two look
alike”

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry you had to raise him by yourself”

Me: “I had my family especially my big brother Justin he is like a father to him” he looked at me
Nzuzo: “you amazing”

Me: “I've missed you everyday”

Nzuzo: “Yammy” | looked away he held my chin making me look at him “I’'ve also been missing you
everyday” just as | was about to say something his lips brushed mine then we kissed it brought back
everything every previous touch every previous feeling every previous moment we’ve shared | moved
back until | was laying on the couch he got between my legs we kissed harder he pulled my shirt out
of my pants | pushed off his coat pulled off his top he had definitely built more muscles he popped my
breasts out of my bra and began sucking on them | let out a moan put my hand under his pants he
pulled back I looked at him confused



Nzuzo: “we can’t” | felt my heart breaking | wished the earth would open into half and swallow me up
“I mean our son is right outside” | looked at him smiling

Me: “our son” he nodded
Nzuzo: “can’t believe we have a son Yamkelani” he gave me a short deep kiss leaving me breathless

Me: “I trust you Nzuzo but before you meet him Nzuzo | need to know that you will commit to this
you will be there for him always no matter what, that you won’t be a part time father to him”

Nzuzo: “ofcos | will Yamkelani you know | will”
Me: “you want to meet him”
Nzuzo: “yeah uhm what if he doesn’t like me”

Me: “you his father he will worship you” he nodded we fixed ourselves up | called Sthe told to tell
Avery to come to my office after awhile the door opened Avery got in

Avery: “bae”

Me: “I got someone who wants to meet you” he looked at Nzuzo

Avery: “the hero”

Me: “yep”

Avery: “he looks like me”

Me: “his your father”

Avery: “is he breathing?” | looked at Nzuzo he looked like he was about to collapse
Me: “Nzuzo”

Avery: “he is the zuzo that Justin and Bradley were arguing about”

Me: “it Nzuzo and don’t talk about that”

Avery: “hi, I'm Avery Phiwokuhle Demus” Nzuzo looked away from him he wiped his tears then turned
lifted me up squeezing him hard “ok let go I'm too old”

Nzuzo: “you never too old son” he put him down “you gave him my name”
Me: “his your son”

Avery: “you also Avery”

Nzuzo: “Phiwokuhle”

Avery: “nice! We basically twins” Nzuzo chuckled his pager went off

Nzuzo: “shuck | have to scrub in for a surgery, I’'m so so sorry give me your number” | took his phone
his home screen was his twins | saved my number he kneeled next to Avery gave him a hug “I'm so
glad you in my life Avery I’'m so happy and | love you so much I’'m really sorry | have to go but I'll call
your mom we'll talk”

Avery: “it’s okay”



Nzuzo: “actually come watch me operate I’'m taking out this huge tumor in someone’s brain”
Avery: “oh yeah! That sounds so cool”

Me: “nope you not going in an operation room”

Nzuzo: “he can watch from the gallery”

Avery: “mommy please”

Me: “no take your books sit down and start on your homework” he took his bag went to sit down
started on his homework sulking nzuzo was looking at him with a frown “muyekele lona yathanda
ukutetema” Nzuzo chuckled

Nzuzo: “akakuzwa?”

Me: “nope”

Nzuzo: “funa kuk’qabula” | giggled shaking my head “I'll call you” he winked and walked out
Me: “what do you think about your father”

Avery: “I just met him mom let me spend more time with him”

Me: “he is amazing you will love him”

Avery: “do you love him”

III

Me: “yes always has and always wil

Few days went by Nzuzo was building a relationship with his son. He picked him up from school
everyday when his schedule wasn’t busy he hanged out with him after school it made Avery so happy.
So this day it was Saturday they were spending the day together so Nzuzo picked him up after they
left | watched a little bit of tv then | started cleaning my house | did the laundry when | was done |
took a bath got dressed in a short umbrella skirt and a matching crop top | had lunch in front of the
tv. After lunch | cooked dinner then | went to finishing reading my book by patio until late | got in when
| heard voices they were back wearing Kaiser chiefs t-shirt

Avery: “we watched a soccer game mom it was amazing mom”

Me: “I take it you had a good day with your dad”

Avery: “you have no idea mom, | need to piss” he went up screaming

Me: “thank you” he held my waist

Nzuzo: “for what?”

Me: “taking him for the game you made him happy and when he is happy I’'m happy”

Nzuzo: “his my son it my job to make him happy and if you two are happy | am” we stared at each for
along time, it was still there the love that we shared was still there and burning he just wouldn’t make
his move and | wasn’t about to put myself out there for rejection

Me: “let go”



Nzuzo: “mmh” he let go of me

Me: “are you staying for dinner” he was about to say yes when Avery screamed coming down the
stairs

Avery: “please stay dad”
Nzuzo: “uhm yeah I’'m staying”
Avery: “yeah! I'll set up the table”

Me: “be careful with the knives” he nodded and went to set up | went around the house locking the
windows we had dinner while listening to Avery go on and on about the game and meeting players.
After dinner we watched a movie Avery was about to rent another movie | grabbed the remote from
him

Me: “bath and bed”

Avery: “come on mom one more movie please it not even s school night”

Me: “no go bath and go to bed, when | say bed Avery | mean sleep not video games”
Avery: “yes bae | heard you, tuck me in dad?”

Nzuzo: “yeah” he nodded and went up

Me: “you can go to his room | need to clean up anyway”

Nzuzo: “okay” | cleaned up loaded the dish washer | made myself a cup of hot chocolate went to stand
by the door just looking outside | smelt him before he said anything he wrapped his arms around my
waist “his asleep”

Me: “he must be tired”
Nzuzo: “you have a beautiful house”
Me: “thank you” he kissed my neck lightly biting it and softly blowing cool air on the bites

Nzuzo: “I've really missed you Yammy” | turned and kissed him he lifted me up | dropped the cup
wrapped my legs around him

Me: “I really missed you as well” he started walking upstairs “2nd door on the right” he walked to my
room locked the door after we got in he laid me on the bed getting between my legs

Nzuzo: “Yammy?”

Me: “please | need you now tonight and more than forever” he kissed me | pulled off his t-shirt we
kicked off our shoes my hands went on a searching spree all over his muscles he took off my crop top
he ran his fingers across my chest lightly making me shiver he took my bra off

Nzuzo: “fuckn perfect” | just giggled he sucked on my breast nibbling my nipple while playing with the
one | kept letting out small aah he went down leaving bites all over me he took off my skirt along with
panty | mentally thanked God that | shaved he ran his thumb over the small scar from the operation
when | gave birth

Nzuzo: “you gave birth to my son my beautiful son”

Me: “can we not speak about our son while I’'m horny and naked” he chuckled and took off his jeans



Nzuzo: “you horny hhu”

|”

Me: “can’t you tell” he swept his tongue through my pussy

Nzuzo: “yep you definitely wet” | felt like crying

Me: “do something!” He pressed his tongue on my clit applying pressure before sucking it then pressed
on it again it was driving me crazy “aah baby” he entered his tongue | pushed his head in he grabbed
my ass and rolled over making me sit on his face | held on the head board and rode his face my toes
curled | threw my head back and pushed down hard as | came | collapsed on my back he got on top of
me

Nzuzo: “hey baby” he gave me a soft peck
Me: “hey” he entered me slowly “oooh God” he breathed out

Nzuzo: “it feels like home Yammy” he started moving | met him with every thrust every flex it was
pure magic it was as if we never stopped making love our groans and moans filled the room | swear
the angels were singing every time he pulled back to slam in his hardness meeting my wetness | felt
my heart trying to pound out of my chest he opened my legs wider | could it coming my big O was
around everything went dark “I love you Nzuzoooo!!!” | climaxed hard his loud groan brought me back
to life he held on my thighs pressing his fingers in and screamed my name he jerked before collapsing
on top of me

Nzuzo: “are you okay”

Me: “yes I’'m great that was amazing” he got off me and snuggled close to me our legs intwined
Nzuzo: “yes it was”

Me: “I'm sleepy” he kissed my cheek

Nzuzo: “sleep thembalam” he played with my hair as | drifted off to sleep.

His phone woke me up he jumped off the bed | felt him looking at me but | kept my eyes shut

Nzuzo: “baby” my heart broke he was whispering “no | know I’'m sorry” ..... “I’'m leaving now work got
really busy” .... “l know Enhle I’'m sorry | should have called i just had back to back surgery but I’'m on
my way home | promise” he dropped the call | heard him getting dressed he kissed my forehead then
walked out as soon as the door closed | pulled the pillow near me and | just cried silently

PART 24

| woke up in the morning | took a shower got out | put a sport bra and cotton sport shots and airmax |
took my iPod plugged the headsets | went for a run | needed it. | couldn’t believe Nzuzo just pulled
that on me out of all people nzuzo left me asleep in bed and rushed to his baby mama. | ran for 30
minutes before changing my lane going back home when | was by the gate | met a group of 3 girls they
stopped running when | was close to them | took off my headsets slowing down

Me: “hello”
Girll: “hey I’'m Jessica that is Sarah and that’s Noni”

Me: “I'm Yamkelani”



Noni: “I've seen you around running we thought you could join us we can run together | stay in that
house” she pointed “with my husband Mandla”

Sarah: “I stay a street down with my parents”

Jessica: “and I'm the independent one of the group my house is right across yours” the other girls
giggled but you could tell it was fake

Noni: “she means she’s the forever single one”

Jessica: “baby girl | don’t need a man”

Sarah: “she has her vibrator” | was just smiling

Noni: “you making things awkward for yamke”

Me: “Lani is just fine”

Jessica: “anyway how about we exchanged deeds we can hang out or run together”
Me: “okay” | gave them my number

Noni: “what does your husband do”

Me: “I’'m not married”

Noni: “the two cars on the driveway”

Me: “mine”

Noni: “you stay alone”

Me: “my son”

Noni: “oh it’'s maintenance money what does his father do”

Me: “it’s not maintenance money | work. Actually | need to get going before my son wakes up alone
in the house” Jessica laughed

Jessica: “I will definitely call you”

Me: “bye ladies” | walked to my house put in the passcode the gate opened | got in they were still
standing there | waved ran up | got in | could hear the tv all the way from the foyer | went to the tv
room Avery was watching tv eating coco pops

Me: “morning bae” | kissed his cheek
Avery; “morning mom how you doing”
Me: “I’'m cool and you”

Avery: “I'm cool too, dad called the house phone says you not answering your phone | told him you
running”

Me: “I'll call him after bathing”

Avery: “okay” | ran upstairs | checked my phone | had 15 missed calls from Nzuzo and 5 texts | just
deleted everything | cleaned my room the son of a bitch left his socks | looked everywhere even under
the bed for a condom but nothing | screamed out of frustration | ran down



Me: “Avery I'm going to the shop!!” | took the car keys and drove to the nearest pharmacy | bought
morning after pills and a bottle of water | took them right there then | drove back home | took a long
bubble bath got out put on shorts and tank top | went downstairs Avery still hadn’t moved the his spot
| changed the tv opening music channel

Avery: “mom come on”

Me: “bath now”

Avery: “I'm still watching”

Me: “no go bath I'll get brunch ready”
Avery: “I don’t like you right now” | giggled

Me: “I don’t like you too you smell so go bath” he stood on the couch and kissed both my cheeks then
my forehead and ended with a soft peck

Avery: “I still love you”

Me: “l know | love you too so go bath”

Avery: “can we have bacon with whatever you making for brunch”
Me: “for you I'll fry a dozen of bacons” he laughed and jumped down
Avery: “just 3 will be fine bae”

Me: “a dozen it is” he laughed going upstairs | raised the volume went in the kitchen | started on
making some food for us | was still busy when the house phone rang | picked it up in the kitchen

Me: “hello”

Nzuzo: “Yammy hi” | didn’t say anything “Yamkelani are you still there”

Me: “I'm here” he breathed out

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry”

Me: “for what? For fucking me and leaving me while asleep like a common bitch”
Nzuzo: “Yammy baby come on don’t speak like that”

Me: “I’'m not your baby Nzuzo I’'m not your nothing”

Nzuzo: “thembalam please don’t be mad I’'m sorry | got called in at work”

Me: “fuck you nzuzo I’'m not Enhle that you can lie to about work. You fucked me and when your baby
mama called you went running home like a whipped little boy so leave me alone and don’t call my
house unless you want to speak to your son”

Nzuzo: “Yammy | am so sorry please you have to forgive me please”
Me: “bye Nzuzo” | dropped the call | was in tears when | turned Avery was standing there “Avery”
Avery: “he is making you cry” | wiped my tears

Me: “you shouldn’t listen to my phone conversation Avery you know better”



Avery: “he made you cry mom!!”
Me; “Avery don’t yell” he just turned going upstairs “Avery come back here!”

Avery: “don’t yell mom” | just sighed and continued with making food when | was done | went to his
room he was playing boxing on his wii

Me: “who’s face are you seeing”

Avery: “Nzuzo’s”

Me: “I thought you were calling him dad”

Avery: “not anymore, not when he makes you cry”

Me: “l was happy bae it was happy tears”

Avery: “I heard the conversation I’'m not a fool and we don’t lie to each other”

Me: “you shouldn’t have been listening to my conversation Avery no matter what, that was rude and
disrespectful if you ever do it again you are going to be in trouble”

Avery: “I am sorry mom”
Me: “come let’s eat then we can look for a good barbershop get your hair cut”

Avery; “okay” he stopped playing we went to eat after eating we went to get his hair cut into a neat
english cut | washed my weave did my nails we left after getting take aways

The following day | woke up went to wake Avery up we got ready for school and work. As we drove
out Jessica was driving out

Jessica: “hey you didn’t answer my calls yesterday”

Me: “sorry I'm not a fan of my phone especially on Sundays those days are reserved for my son”
Jessica: “okay | understand, can we meet maybe do lunch where do you work”
Me: “st Augustin”

Jessica: “great I'll text you but musgrave at 13:00”

Me: “great” | drove off

Avery: “you making us late”

Me: “no I’'m not” | increased the speed

Avery: “now you going to kill us bae”

Me: “says you always playing that car game”

Avery: “I love you mommy” | chuckled

Me: “l won’t even ask what you want”

Avery: “please pick me up”



Me: “but you dad picks you up”

Avery: “I want you to pick me up”

Me: “your father loves you bae we had a little misunderstanding don’t get involved in it”
Avery: “he made you cry that’s unacceptable”

Me: “Avery” he just shook his head and started singing along to a song that was playing. In no time |
dropped him off | went to work it wasn’t even 5 minutes after getting that Nzuzo got in

Me: “l wasn’t aware that we had an appointment Dr Khumalo”

Nzuzo: “come on Yammy I’'m sorry”

Me: “is there something | can help you with”

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry Yammy but what do you expect me to do? | have a life | had a life | was settled”
Me: “then continue with your life I’'m not here to ruin your precious life”
Nzuzo: “just give me a chance”

Me: “to do what”

Nzuzo: “sort things out”

Me: “there’s nothing to sort out what happened was a mistake”

Nzuzo: “you love me”

Me: “l thought you did to”

Nzuzo: “1 do”

Me: “I’'m not going to be the other woman”

Nzuzo: “just give me time”

Me: “time for what”

Nzuzo: “sort things out”

Me: “no there’s nothing to sort out” he walked closer to me “no go away” he grabbed my neck kissing
me hard | kissed him back he lifted me up pressed me on the wall then he moved from the wall putting
me on the desk pushed my dress up i pulled his pants down he pushed my thong aside and slammed
into me | cried out buried my teeth deep into his neck he went on and on until we both crashed at the
same time and cupped my face we kissed

Nzuzo: “I love you”

Me: “I love you too” he kissed me again

Nzuzo: “I still can’t believe you here like | have you back my dick is in your pussy right now”
Me: “it all about sex for you”

Nzuzo: “now that’s just hurtful Yamkelani you know | love you”

Me: “but you have your Enhle, what am | to Nzuzo”



Nzuzo: “you my hope my love the mother of my first born son”
Me: “but right now | feel like a side chick”

Nzuzo: “you could never be that you are so much more”

Me: “whatever get off me | got work to do”

Nzuzo: “I love you Yammy”

Me: “does she know about Avery”

Nzuzo: ” I'll tell her when the time is right” | pushed him off me
Me: “he is your child and you talking about when the time is right”
Nzuzo: “l know that”

Me: “are you ashamed of him?”

Nzuzo: “what the hell Yamkelani he is my son | would never be ashamed of my own son”

Me: “well act like it and fucking stop coming in me look now I’'m licking” | was so frustrated | went in
the bathroom cleaned myself up when | got out he was pacing

Nzuzo: “look Yamkelani | love my son he is me and | love him don’t ever | mean ever bring our son in
whatever issue we have as a couple” he walked out banging the door

Me: “we not a couple” | whispered talking to myself | just sat down with a huff started doing my work.

At 12:45 Jessica texted me saying I'll be her at bertoua | fixed myself took my bag as | opened door
Nzuzo was about to knock

Me: “yeah”

Nzuzo: “let’s go eat”

Me: “I have plans” he looked at me with a straight face

Nzuzo: “it lunch time why do you have a meeting at lunch time”
Me: “am | that ugly that | wouldn’t have a lunch date”

Nzuzo: “no you beautiful you know that beautiful but | also know that you know better then to agree
on a date with someone else while we trying to fix things”

Me: “you not even my boyfriend”

Nzuzo; “yes I’'m not, I’'m your man”

Me: “Nzuzo can we not do this especially now please” he sighed looking exhausted
Nzuzo: “who are you having lunch with”

Me: “Jessica she stays across my house”

Nzuzo: “okay | guess I'll eat at the staff lounge” | nodded

Me: “let me go pass” he smiled and leaned forward to kiss me | moved back he looked at me confused
“l won’t the person you have an affair with at work Nzuzo please don’t degrade me like that” he



nodded with hurt all over his face he moved aside | locked my office and walked away. When | got
there Jessica was already sitting there she waved me over | walked over to her

Me: “hey”
Jessica: “you look too pretty for work”
Me: “I try” i ordered
Jessica: “so you a doctor”
Me: “not in a medical sense but in the academic sense”
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Jessica: “cool, I'm a lawyer

Me: “now | know who to call when | get in trouble” we giggled | honestly didn’t know how to do this
whole thing I’'ve never had friends the only person | would call a friend was Thandi

Jessica: “we should totally hit some clubs on Friday”
Me: “l don’t have a baby sitter”

Jessica: “Noni can hook you up with some numbers” | don’t do clubs! Never have been inside a club
let alone taste alcohol

Me: “that would be nice”

Jessica: “where is your son’s father”
Me: “at work”

Jessica: “you two still together”

Me: “it’s a complicated”

Jessica: “isn’t it always”

Me: “yes it is” we talked getting to know each she really wasn’t that bad she just wasn’t scared of
throwing her success out there. After lunch | went to pick up Avery got him lunch then went back in
the office | got busy with my work while he ate someone knocked

Avery: “come in” | looked at him chuckling Nzuzo got in
Nzuzo: “I waited for you at school Avery” Avery looked at me
Me: “I texted you Nzuzo that | was getting him”

Nzuzo: “I didn’t get that”

Me: “check your phone”

Nzuzo: “you should have called”

Avery: “I'll finish my food with Sthe” he stood up “if you ever make my mom cry again you can consider
yourself not in my life” he walked out leaving Nzuzo shocked

Nzuzo: “what did you say to him”

Me: “nothing he overheard our conversation yesterday and | told you his protective”



Nzuzo: “you want him to hate me”

Me: “now you being silly instead of standing there being angry at me you should go out there and talk
to him”

Nzuzo: “can’t believe you doing this right now” he walked out

The days went by Avery was really not liking Nzuzo and there was nothing | could do about it Avery is
stubborn and ofcos Nzuzo was blaming me so we fought almost everyday and every time it ended
with him buried deep in my pussy at the office. It was Friday | was going to 47th avenue with the girls
| was skyping Claire before getting ready

Claire: “I tried to take you clubbing for years! Now that I’'m all around and fat you start having fun”
Me: “I'm not the one who said get pregnant or go across the continent”

Claire: “are you getting some you glowing”

Me: “Nzuzo been tearing it up” we laughed

Claire: “you going to get yourself hurt then Justin will have Nzuzo’s head”

Me: “I'll be fine. So what should | wear”

Claire: “something short and tight”

Me: “something sluty” she giggled

Claire: “yep”

Me: “aha let me go | love you”

Claire: “love you too” | blew her a kiss then logged out. | took a quick shower got out lotioned then
wore white short dress shirt and brown thigh boot | let my weave lose I’'m not a make up person | just
put on lipstick grabbed my brown clutch bag went downstairs Avery was watching tv with his sitter

Me: “bath and bed at 22:00”

Avery: “I know” | waited for Jessica to pick me up when she did | kissed Avery then we left went to get
Sarah and Noni. When we got there we got a table they got their champagne bottles

Sarah: “it’s champagne Lani like really it hardly alcohol”
Me: “l don’t even like the taste”

Noni: “do you know what it tastes like”

Me: “well no” we laughed

Jessica: “that’s it we getting you a glass”

Me: “no I'm perfectly fine with my play” Jessica poured a glass for me | took a small sip it really wasn’t
that bad

Noni: “so?”

Me: “it’s cool”



Sarah: “just cool?”

Me: “okay it tastes amazing” they giggled we continued drinking it was all nice listening to music and
watching people dance after a couple of hours | saw a familiar face | stood up stumbled a little | was
feeling funny

Noni: “you okay there”
Me: “yep”

Sarah: “I'll order some water” | nodded and walked over to the table where | saw a familiar face |
patted him on the back he turned when he saw his mouth shut

Sbu: “fucking hell Yamkelani!!”
Me: “hi” he stood and swept me up in a hug
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Sbu: “you here?!
Me: “yep”

Sbu: “you look hot”

Me: “thank you” he put me down

Sbu: “come join us”

Me; “I'm with my girls”

Sbu: “you got girls now” | giggled pushing him lightly
Me: “l grew up”

Sbu: “where’s Nzuzo”

Me: “with his baby mama and kids at his house”

Sbu: “give me your number” he took his phone | saved my number on his phone “it was really good to
see you Yamkelani” he kissed my cheek

Me: “it was good to see you as well, I'll see you later” he laughed
Sbu: “you drink now”

Me: “first time”

Sbu: “I'll keep an eye on you” | nodded went to sit down

Noni: “who was that”

Me: “not Mandla” we laughed

Noni: “fuck you” we chilled continued drinking Nzuzo wouldn’t stop calling after 10 missed calls |
answered

Me: “Dr Khumalo”
Nzuzo: “I’'m outside come I’'m taking you home”

Me: “you don’t even know where | am”



Nzuzo: “I know now come out I'm still in my scrubs | don’t want to come in there”
Me: “I’'m still having fun”

Nzuzo: “Yamkelani!”

Me: “I'm coming” | dropped the call “I have to go”

Jessica: “how you getting home and we still having fun”

Me: “Avery’s father is outside” | stood up took my bag

Noni: “I need air so I'll walk you out” | nodded we went out Nzuzo’s car was already there he got out
when he saw me

Me: “bye”

Noni: “why is Enhle’s man picking you up”

Me: “ask him” | left her there he opened my door | got in he went to his side and drove off
Nzuzo: “you drink now Yamkelani”

Me: “I'm sleepy” | put my head on the window and drifted off to sleep | woke up when he was lifting
me off the chair | wrapped my arms around his neck he took me to room stripped me gave me water
and adcol | took it, then he put me under the covers he got in behind me and pulled me close to him |
went back to sleep.

PART 25

When | woke up | was suffocated by nzuzo | removed his arms around me | went to the bathroom took
a cold shower | got out tied my weave into a ponytail got dressed in sweatpants and a sport bra | got
out of my room going to the kitchen | made myself coffee then started on breakfast. Avery came down
first busy playing with his iPad

Avery: “morning bae” | kissed his cheek
Me: “morning, you slept well?”
Avery: “yes, is dad here | saw his car upfront?”

Me: “yes and Avery cut him some slack please don’t get involved in whatever is going on between
your dad and I”

Avery: “but he made you cry”

Me: “he made a mistake and it has nothing to do with you so please” he looked at me long and hard
before huffing

Avery: “okay”
Me: “so when he comes down apologize”
Avery: “okay, can | help”

Me: “set up on the table outside” he nodded started moving things to the patio | went up to call Nzuzo
he was still asleep



Me: “Nzuzo” | shook him he opened his eyes and smiled

Nzuzo: “hey” he pulled me to him and kissed me

Me: “are you okay”

Nzuzo: “no I’'m not okay”

Me: “what’s wrong”

Nzuzo: “you were drunk yesterday baby that’s not you” | sighed
Me; “yes it not”

Nzuzo: “so it won’t happen again”

Me: “it will”

Nzuzo: “Yamkelani” | giggled and gave him a soft peck

Me: “no it’s won’t it was the first and the last time”

Nzuzo: “good”

Me: “how did you know | was there”

Nzuzo: “a friend of my mine from work saw you”

Me: “you keeping tabs on me”

Nzuzo: “you my woman don’t be surprised” | held his face kissed him hard
Me: “I love you”

Nzuzo: “I love you and | promise you | will sort this out | just don’t want my girls to get all hurt and
confused Enhle has been staying with me since she fell pregnant so they grew up with both parents in
the house and now if I’'m no longer there it going to confuse them they just babies but I'm yours
Yammy you know I’'m yours”

Me: “I'll give you the time Nzuzo but | hope you not stringing me along”
Nzuzo: “l could never do that”
Me: “I love you” | gave him a soft peck “come breakfast is getting cold”

Nzuzo: “okay” | got off him he stood up | looked at his body as he stretched “I know you staring” |
giggled

Me: “you just said your mine so I’'m allowed”

Nzuzo; “I need to have clothes here now | have to eat breakfast in scrubs”
Me: “bring a bag over”

Nzuzo: “I will I'll go get it after breakfast”

Me: “what will Enhle say”

Nzuzo: “we haven’t been sleeping in the same room since | made love to you the first time” I’'m not
gonna lie and say that didn’t make me happy | sympathize with Enhle but Nzuzo is mine



Me: “oh I’'m sorry” he put on his pants

Nzuzo: “let’s go eat” he took my hand we went out Avery was already eating “morning son”
Avery: “morning dad, you slept well?”

Nzuzo: “yep and you”

Avery: “me too, uhm I'm sorry about how I've been behaving badly this past week | shouldn’t have
gotten involved in whatever is going on between you and mom so I’'m sorry” nzuzo looked at me | just
smiled

Nzuzo: “l understand you over protective over your mother and I’'m glad because she needs you to be
but not when it comes to me you don’t need to be like that”

Avery: “I know and I’'m really sorry”

Nzuzo: “I'm also sorry | made your mommy cry” Avery banged his forehead on the table
Avery: “she’s mom not mommy I’'m not a girl”
Nzuzo: “ofcos you a man you need your street cred”

Avery: “yes | got a rep to protect”

Me: “what you know about reps” we enjoyed breakfast over conversation about how a man should
be.

After breakfast Nzuzo left | cleaned and did the laundry while Avery locked himself in his room. |
started cooking around 5 | was still baking the lasagne when my phone rang | answered

Me: “hello”

Caller: “Yammy hey”

Me: “Sbu?”

Caller: “yeah”

Me: “hey are you good”

Sbu: “yes and you”

Me: “I’'m good too”

Sbu: “was hoping we can do dinner | know it short notice but I’d like to catch up”
Me: “it is short notice I'm sorry | don’t have a sitter for my son”

Sbu: “wow! You got a son”

Me: “yep a 9 year old young man”

Sbu: “Nzuzo’s child”

Me: “says who"

Sbu: “it makes sense and | know you Yammy so | know you wouldn’t have had moved on that quick”

Me: “yes it Nzuzo’s” as if he can hear me | caught his scent then he circled his arms around me



Sbu: “wow we should really catch up”

Me: “yes we should but can | call you later maybe tomorrow”

Sbu: “cool bye” | dropped the call

Nzuzo: “who was that”

Me: “Sbu”

Nzuzo: “Sbu? As in the Sbu who stayed at your home”

Me: “yes”

Nzuzo: “you had his number all along” | turned put my hands on his chest
Me: “no | ran into him yesterday”

Nzuzo: “see why | don’t want you in those place you will meet these idiotic man”
Me: “I know Sbu you know Sbu”

Nzuzo: “I know he used to want you”

Me: “don’t be dramatic Sbu was basically a brother to me we spent s year together” he lifted me up
and put me down on the counter getting between my legs

Nzuzo: “if he tries something tell him I’ll kill him”

Me: “I think he knows” we kissed that slow passionate kiss he pulled off when it was getting heated
Nzuzo: “where’s my child”

Me: “in his room been there the whole day he only came out to get lunch”
Nzuzo: “video games”

Me: “yep, how are the twins”

Nzuzo: “fussy and cute”

Me: “you got good genes”

Nzuzo: “indeed” he smiled

Me: “you so hot” his smile went wide

Nzuzo: “you want to see a grown man blush worst out a zulu man” | kissed him
Me: “dinner is almost done”

Nzuzo: “I told Enhle about Avery” | nodded “she was so hurt but she understood and said she wants
to meet him”

Me: “she understood because you didn’t tell her about us you told her about your long lost son not
his mother that you apparently in love with” he looked down “please go call Avery I'll dish up”

Nzuzo: “Yammy”

Me: “please that’s all I'm asking for”



Nzuzo: “ok” he took his bag from the floor and walked out | dished up for us with tears wanting to fall
he wasn’t going to leave her he might love me but he wasn’t going to leave her she was his seventh
heaven his home and | was the woman who left him and came back 9 years later with a son he didn’t
know existed. | quickly wiped my tears as they fell “mom” he screamed coming in

Me: “don’t scream Avery | have a headache”
Avery: “I'm sorry”

Me: “take your food we eating in front of the tv” he mad a whoopee sound and took his food | put
Nzuzo’s food on the tray with juice went to give it to him

Nzuzo: “thank you”

Me: “you welcome” | went to get mine we ate while watching a movie when everyone was done eating
| went to load the dishwasher went back in the tv room

Me: “goodnight bae | love you”

Avery: “love you too” | kissed his forehead and went up ignoring Nzuzo's stares | took a long hot bath
even reading a book while in the water | got out when the water got cold | wore my pjamies got in bed
drifted off to sleep.

| woke up when Nzuzo was getting in bed he pulled me to him intwining our legs he put his hand under
my top and kissed my head

Nzuzo: “I love you and I’'m sorry”
Me: “you never going to leave her are you”
Nzuzo: “I will I promise you | will”
Me: “don’t make promises you can’t keep”

Nzuzo: “can you turn please” | turned we were so close our nose were touching “please have faith”
he kissed me “please” | nodded we kissed shortly | went back to sleep

Days went by Nzuzo spent a few night with us and Avery loved having him at home well | also loved
having him with us it was like a glimpse of what our life would be like if we were to build our lives
together. But ke brother man Khumalo didn’t know what he wants like Nzuzo was truly torn and it
was killing me. It was a week later on Wednesday | hadn’t gone to work | didn’t even go the previous
2 days | had the stomach flue since Saturday | had been throwing up and | was really dizzy. | was in the
kitchen making chicken soup it was the only thing that | could eat just soup and bread, the intercom
rang | checked who it was on the camera and it was Noni | hadn’t spoken to her since the club but
Jessica and Sarah texted me almost everyday | opened the gate. | took my soup went to sit in the
lounge while waiting for Noni to come in “hello” she screamed from the foyer

Me: “in the lounge follow my voice” | thought | was dreaming when she walked in with another woman
| would know her anywhere

Noni: “hey” | swallowed saliva

Me: “hey sit please”



IM

Noni: “your house is beautifu
sweatpants and Nzuzo’s hoody

they sat down | wished | was wearing something more nice instead of

Me: “thank you, can | get you something to drink”
Enhle: “no we fine” | nodded
Me: “uhm okay”

Noni: “let’s cut the bullshit Yamkelani I'm not a person who gets involved in people’s business but
when my little sister calls me crying because her man is hardly home ngeke sis mele kwenzeke
something”

Me: “your ..... Your sister?”
Enhle: “yes her sister me Minenhle the one whose man you fucking”
PART 26

| stared at Enhle my heart was beating out of my chest that’s the thing with me I’'m a fucking coward
I’'ve never fought before Hloni Nzuzo’s ex from high school beat me up twice and | didn’t do anything
| don’t know how to fight period

Me: “I think this is something Enhle should discuss with Nzuzo in their home you shouldn’t have came
here Enhle you should have waited for your man at home and spoke to him”

Enhle: “how was | supposed to speak to him when he is never home”

Me: “uhm I’'m going to put the dish in the kitchen then we can talk properly just to ask again can | get
you ladies something to drink”

Noni: “no” | gave them a fake smile stood up with my soup bowl went to the kitchen when | got there
| took my phone from the pocket and sent Nzuzo a text

| got a bottle of water went back to the lounge
Me: “so how can | help you ladies”

Enhle: “don’t be smug”

Me: “I’'m not being smug”

Noni: “yes you are”

Me: “I’'m sorry you see it that way”

Enhle: “why are you fucking my baby daddy”

Me: “technically you fucking my son’s father considering how my son is his first born” enhle gave a
fake laugh

Enhle: “the nerve!l”

Me: “I really have issues with people who yell so please avoid it”

Enhle: “you fucking bitch!! You have lot of nerve”



Me: “no you got a lot of nerves coming to my house and swearing at me”

Noni: “what do you want from Nzuzo is it the money”

Enhle: “obviously it the money he is probably paying for all of this”

Me: “Nzuzo is not paying for anything and | don’t want his money | love him”

Enhle: “you don’t even know him”

Me: “you don’t know him. I've known Nzuzo since he was 13”

Enhle: “and you think that gives you some leverage!!! Why you back now? Is it because he is working”
Me: “I don’t want his money”

Enhle: “then what do you want from him?!!” She stood up and pulled me up by the hoody “you even
wearing his clothes” she slapped me so hard | fell back to the couch “what the hell is going on here!!!l”
He roared | didn’t even want to look at him

Noni: “oh my God he looks just like him” | opened my eyes Nzuzo was standing there with Avery
Nzuzo: “go to your room Avery”
Avery: “but mom is crying”

Nzuzo: “and I’'m saying go to your room and don’t get out” he nodded and went upstairs Nzuzo came
to kneel next to me touched my cheek it was really hurting | just looked at him with my tears falling

Nzuzo: “l am so sorry Yammy I’'m so sorry” | nodded he wiped my tears
Enhle: “isn’t this just perfect” Nzuzo turned with a huge back hand slap Enhle fell same time
Noni: “are you out of your fucking mind Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “I'm not Mandla Noni | will put you in the hospital am | clear” she didn’t say anything “I said
am | fucking clear!!” He roared again

Noni: “yes”

Nzuzo: “now who the hell do you two think you are coming here and disrespecting Yamkelani in her
own home”

Enhle: “am | supposed to sit back and watch her steal you away from me take you away from our kids”
Nzuzo: “do | look like a child to you Minenhle that’s get stolen” she got off the floor

Enhle: “l don’t want to lose you Nzuzo”

Nzuzo: “so you thought it best to act like a common hoodrat”

Enhle: “it because of your skinny hoe over there”

Nzuzo: “call her names one last time and you will see”

Enhle: “Nzuzo please just come home please”

Nzuzo: “my things are already packed so I'll send moving people to come get my staff now leave”



Enhle: “Nzuzo please” she went on her knees started crying “please don’t let the devil brake us up we
have kids please don’t do this to us”

Nzuzo: “Noni take your sister home I'll come check on the girls during the weekend”

Noni: “so you going to do this to my little sister Nzuzo after everything you two been through believe
me Lani won’t stay you with once you start your cheating ways again and don’t come back to my sister
when Lani dumps you” Nzuzo looked down something passed through his face lot of uncertainty and
fear

Nzuzo: “just leave please” they walked out the lounge | heard the front door banging we just stared
at each other my cheek was throbbing “you should have called me Yammy, why didn’t you call
me?!111” | just let out a loud sob | cried loudly he sat down and pulled me to his lap like a child | held
onto his shirt and cried | cried for everything the months we spent going back and forth, the years we
spent apart, the time we spent fighting, the fear | was feeling that he might cheat on me one day or
even worse he might hit me because clearly hitting a woman wasn’t something he was scared of,
because once again | got hit by a girl because of him, because | was 7 weeks late with my periods,
because | wanted pork legs but | couldn’t stomach anything but soup most importantly | cried because
he was mine he was moving in and he had been planning it finally | had my Nzuzo

Nzuzo: “it’s okay baby I'm sorry | shouldn’t have yelled” | even had hiccups

Me: “I’'m hungry” he laughed which made me cry harder

Nzuzo: “shit baby I’'m sorry | bought you your soup and bread sticks” | nodded

Avery: “mommy?” | looked at him he wanted to cry “are you okay mommy”

Me: “I'm okay”

Nzuzo: “she’s hungry how about you warm her soup for her it on the table in the foyer”
Avery: “okay”

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry Enhle came to ambush you like that”

Me: “it’s okay I’'m okay”

Nzuzo: “you should have called me Yamkelani Enhle could have hurt you if | wasn’t coming to check
on you | don’t know”

Me: “I texted you”

Nzuzo: “I’'m sorry”

Me: “your girlfriends keep beating me up” he chuckled and kissed my head
Nzuzo: “I seem to attract fighters besides you”

Me: “you hit her Nzuzo” he sighed

Nzuzo: “i didn’t mean to”

Me: “you hit Hloni as well”

Nzuzo: “she put you in hospital”



Me: “still doesn’t make it right” Avery came back with me food Nzuzo stood up put me down on the
couch he took the food from Avery and started feeding me

Avery: “you treating her like a baby” he chuckled

Nzuzo: “she’s my busy | have to, take your food and eat so you can get your homework done”
Avery: “okay” he went to the kitchen

Me: “are you going back to work”

Nzuzo: “no but I’'m on call”

Me: “okay”

Nzuzo: “I'm glad | decided to come back early”

Me: “I'm glad too” Avery came back with McDonald’s “do you realize that you’ve been feeding this
child junk since the weekend”

Nzuzo: “I'll cook tonight”

Avery: “I'm good with the junk”

Me: “you won’t be saying that when you get sick”

Nzuzo: “come on baby look at my hand how am | supposed to feed you”

Me: “sorry” he continued feeding me until he was done he gave me a soft peck
Nzuzo: “I love you”

Me: “I love you too” he held my chin kissed me slowly | wanted to jump on him but | pulled back when
| looked at Avery he was staring at us with a smile on his face when his eyes met mine he quickly
looked down on his burger

Nzuzo: “I got you some medicine but it going to make you drowsy”

Me: “I'll take it at night”

Nzuzo: “okay” he gave me a soft peck and stood up went to the kitchen
Me: “how was school bae”

Avery: “cool”

Me: “come hold me”

Avery: “dad is coming back”

Me: “you don’t want to hold me”

Avery: “l have a soccer game mom on Friday | don’t want get sick dad said stomach can be contagious”
Me: “wow! You don’t love me anymore Phiwokuhle”

Nzuzo: “I love you so much”

Me: “I mean junior Phiwokuhle”



Avery: “I love you so much” they laughed
Me: “I'm going to go sleep”

Nzuzo: “want me to carry you” | smiled lifting my arms up he carried me taking me to my room he
took my clothes off

Me: “why you stripping me”

Nzuzo: “I prefer you naked”

Me: “l want to sleep”

Nzuzo: “exactly, get under the cover I'll go get you water for your medicine”

Me: “okay” he looked at my body mostly my stomach | just had panties on he touched my stomach
pressing on it “ouch!” He kept on pressing but when he pressed on this particular spot | felt pain

Nzuzo: “mmh” he kissed me then pulled back with a smile “I love you” | nodded he stood up and
walked out | got under the cover | touched my stomach | can’t be pregnant it | mean I’'m on the pill
never miss one and | just can’t be pregnant not now Nzuzo and | need to fix ourselves first and get
married well that’s if he wants to marry me dad really wouldn’t approve of another child out of
wedlock but it would make Mayowo happy that woman finds joy in me disappointing dad “so you
speak to yourself now” | looked up he was standing by the door with a tray that cup and glass and
medication

Me: “was thinking out loud?”
Nzuzo: “seems that way”
Me: “what did you hear”

Nzuzo: “not much” he walked to the bed and sat down “here first” | started drinking the pills while he
mixed some in the hot water by the time | was done taking like a dozen off medicine

Me: “my stomach hurts so bad now”

Nzuzo: “l know baby” he put the tray aside and got under the cover next to me “sleep thembalam |
love you” he held me close brushing my stomach “I think we have a little invader here” | pretended to
be asleep | didn’t want to speak about this it was freaking me out eventually | fell asleep.

When | woke up it was dark | got off the bed got dressed in what | was wearing went to rinse my mouth
then went downstairs they were in the kitchen Nzuzo was cooking and Avery was watching him like a
hawk

Me: “boys”

Avery: “you mean men”

Me: “okay men” Nzuzo kissed me shortly
Nzuzo: “how you feeling now”

Me: “a little better”

Nzuzo: “and my invader”

Me: “is your homework done Avery” Nzuzo just shot me a look and went back to cooking



Avery: “it’s done mom”

Me: “good”

Nzuzo: “are you going to ignore me”
Me: “what are you cooking”

Nzuzo: “rice and beef stew”

Me: “okay” we sat in the kitchen talking until Nzuzo was done cooking they ate | just had shake after
dinner we watched a little bit of tv then went to bed he gave me the medicine again then we got under
the cover

Nzuzo: “are we going to ignore the possibility that you might be pregnant in fact | know you pregnant”
Me: “I’'m on the pill”

Nzuzo; “it not always affective”

Me: “we can’t afford a child right now”

Nzuzo: “in what sense because we both financially stable, we happy and we in love”

Me: “the mother of your twins just attacked me”

Nzuzo: “and I'm sorry but this is what we’ve always spoke about, us being successful having our own
family I mean the only thing that is wrong with this picture is that we staying in your house instead of
a house | was supposed to buy you and we not married but we can fix all of that”

Me: “I'm sleepy”

Nzuzo: “are you not happy about this pregnancy”

Me; “we don’t even know if I’'m pregnant or not”

Nzuzo: “you are”

Me: “then yes I'm not happy” he sucked in air

Nzuzo: “goodnight”

Me: “goodnight” we stayed in silence for a while with him tossing and turning

Nzuzo: “I want this child Yammy she is going to make me happy make us happy | didn’t get to
experience Avery with you | want this” | sighed and turned

Me: “come here” | pulled him to me buried my face in his neck he wrapped his arms around my body
pulling me even tightly he put his hand in my hair

Nzuzo: “I want this Yammy please don’t say you not happy” | really didn’t want the baby and a part of
me knew that if | had found out first that | was pregnant | would have terminated it

Me: “if you happy I’'m happy” he slide his hand between my legs and lifted my thigh putting it on his

Nzuzo: “I'm happy” | pushed down his boyleg “you make me happy my kids make me happy and our
new addition will make me up” he entered me

Me: “aaah God”



Nzuzo: “mmmh” | pushed him back and got on top of him | started moving while he played with my
breasts

| ended up stay at home the whole week Nzuzo moved in fully during the weekend leaving Enhle in
his house in Glenwood he said his kids need a home and he wasn’t about to chase them out. Monday
morning | was going back to work | woke up when he was kissing me | cupped his his face deepened
the kiss after a short while he pulled back

Nzuzo: “I'll see you at work”

Me: “okay | love you”

Nzuzo: “you love me” | nodded he kissed me again “I love you”
Me: “go and please wake up Avery before leaving”

Nzuzo: “I will”

Me: “see you”

Nzuzo: “feed my kids” we kissed again he pulled back and kissed my forehead he walked out | got up
made the bed opened the curtains and windows | went to bath got out | got dressed in black ankle
grazer pants with a navy shirt tucked in and navy heels | tied my weave in a messy bun as | was packing
my bag | saw texts from Jessica she was asking me why | didn’t tell her Nzuzo was Avery’s father even
some from an unknown number swearing me calling me a home wrecker | just forwarded all of them
to Nzuzo | wasn’t about to deal with his crazy baby mama. When | was finished | went to check on
Avery but he wasn’t in his room so | went downstairs | found him in the kitchen eating cereal

Me: “morning bae”
Avery: “morning mom are you okay”
Me: “yes and you”

Avery: “I’'m okay too” | made a peanut butter sandwich and ate when we were both done we left |
dropped Avery off then went to work.

Few minutes before | was going to take my lunch Nzuzo came in

Nzuzo: “I missed you”

Me: “you left me in bed naked” he looked at me smirking

Nzuzo: “does that mean you wanted some Dr Demus”

Me: “maybe but you didn’t give me any”

Nzuzo: “we can correct that right here on the couch or the desk whatever you choose”

Me: “I love you” he smiled and walked over to my desk swinging my chair around and kissed me
Nzuzo: “i know you love me, I’'m here to take you to the gyne”

Me: “do we have to”

Nzuzo: “yes then we can get you lunch”



Me: “okay” he took my hand we left going to the gynae floor luckily he had booked we got in checked
me out everything was fine besides my blood pressure it was too high we did a ultrasound the heart
beat was so strong

Nzuzo: “woah! That’s us right there” | gave him a fake smile

Me: “yes it is” he kissed my cheek

Dr: “everything is good and you are 10 weeks” that meant | got pregnant before | started the pill
Nzuzo: “she’s been taking the pill that won’t affect the baby right”

Dr: “we going to need to keep an close eye on the baby but there shouldn’t be any problems”

Nzuzo: “that’s good” the doctor smiled and wiped the gel of me | went to change leaving them talking
| just sat down in the changing room and cried silently i really didn’t want this baby | stayed there until
someone knocked

Me: “I’'m coming” my voice was braking
Nzuzo: “baby are you okay”

Me: “yes”

Nzuzo: “please unlock the door for me”
Me: “I'll be out in a second”

Nzuzo: “you worrying me baby” i quickly got dressed | wiped my face and walked out “hey you had
me worried, have you been crying”

Me: “I'm just happy”

Nzuzo; “Yammy?”

Me: “let’s go get lunch” he cupped my face and kissed me

Nzuzo: “you don’t want this baby” his voice came out as a whisper

Me: “you want it”

Nzuzo: “but you don’t want it” | just broke down and cried shaking my head
PART 27

Nzuzo pulled me to the changing room he held me until | stopped crying
Me: “I’'m sorry nzuzo I’'m so sorry”

Nzuzo: “why don’t you want this child”

Me: “I've had 2 miscarriages a termination | don’t want another child that might not survive after my
last miscarriage | don’t think | want to take that risk my gynae back in London told me | might not carry
to term | don’t know how that doctor missed that”

Nzuzo: “remember when you first came to me asking for help remember | told you to hold my hand
and never let go | told you to trust me to have your back all the time” | nodded “I’'m saying it again



hold my hand and never let go | am here | have always been we’ve been through too much and this is
our chance this is our time | love you and | know you will love this child just like you love our Avery”

Me: “okay”
Nzuzo: “trust me thembalam”
Me: “I trust you”

Nzuzo: “good let’s go get you guys food okay” | smiled he wiped my tears “I’'m so insanely in love with
you ma’Demus”

Me: “I'm in love with you as well Mntungwa” he cupped my face and kissed me we kissed for such a
long time just kissing slowly and passionately we were disturbed by a knock “Khumalo my next client
is here” screamed the doctor from the other side of the door we pulled apart

Nzuzo: “let’s go” he wiped my face we walked out after getting my prescription list
Me: “I need some solid food”

Nzuzo: “we can buy little bit of everything that you craving then see what you can keep in your
stomach” just as | was replied my phone rang it was Masisi

Me: “hey” she sniffed

Masisi: “Yammy” she was crying

Me: “hey what’s wrong”

Masisi: “I don’t like this place Yammy | want to come home”
Me: “what do you mean you don't like the place”

Masisi: “I wana come home Lanil”

Me: “you have school”

Masisi: “l don’t care”

Me: “uhm okay cool, there’s just few months left before you finish your exams then you can go home”
Masisi: “no | want to stay with you full time”

Me: “Masisi you know dad won't let that happen”

Masisi: “I don’t care Lani I’'m not staying here and | want to be with you or | don’t know what | will do”

Me: “okay you can come after your exams then you will have to apply at Ukzn but | will talk to dad
first”

Masisi: “thank you”

Me: “Masisi what is going on”

Masisi: “I just want to stay with you”

Me: “you not being honest but | will call you later Nzuzo and | are going to have lunch”

Masisi; “ok tell him | said hi and kiss Avery for me”



Me: “what about me” she giggled

Masisi: “I love you”

Me: “love you too” she dropped the call “Masisi says hi”
Nzuzo: “is she okay? Can’t believe masisi is in varsity”
Me: “kids grow” | started eating he had already ordered for me
Nzuzo: “within 10 years Avery will be off to varsity”

Me: “then it going to be the twins”

Nzuzo: “eish”

Me: “is it safe to say this will be our last”

Nzuzo: “yes it is”

Me: “good”

Nzuzo: “l need to talk to my uncle about sending lobola to your father” | felt anger building up “before
you start showing which is going to be a little costly since it in another country” | pushed my chair
“what’s going on” | stood up threw my juice at him “what the hell?!!!” | walked off | could feel
everyone’s eyes around the cafeteria he tried grabbing my arm but | yanked it off

Me: “fuck off nzuzo”
Nzuzo: “what did | do”
Me: “who do you think you are” | got in the lift so did he

Nzuzo: “get out now!!” He screamed at the people in the lift they hurried out “what’s going on with

”

you

Me: “did | say | want to get married to you? Im not some meat in a butchery that you can just pick out
and buy!”

Nzuzo: “Yammy | thought this is what you wanted”

Me: “did you ask me? If you think I’'m just going to marry you without you even asking me well you
losing left brother! If that was your proposal then forget it Dr Khumalo” | flooded my arms over my
chest with a pout he looked at me then chuckled

Nzuzo: “you want romance dr Demus”

Me: “it wouldn’t hurt” we got off on my floor

Nzuzo: “all that drama because you want heart and flower”

Me: “that was no drama I’'m still angry | didn’t even get to finish my lunch”
Nzuzo: “that’s because you decided to be dramatic”

Me: “Nzuzo I'm hungry” he looked at me laughing his pager went off

Nzuzo: “shit | have to go I'll see you at home please pick up Avery” he gave me a soft peck and left
running | stepped out of my office called Sthe



Sthe: “Lani”
Me: “please go buy me nandos with extra sauce lemon and herb and coke”
Sthe: “ok but it going to take long taxis are a nightmare”

Me: “take my car” | went in my office he followed me | gave him my car keys and cash “just buy for
Avery as well and pick him up please”

Sthe: “okay”

A week went by Nzuzo was fussy always he even had Sthe’s number he would text him to make sure
| ate and | took my vitamins it was sweet and irritating at the same time, | loved him one minute and
hated him the next. it was Friday night we were just lazying around having pizza and fried chicken
watching movies when my phone rang i huffed

Me: “Nzuzo answer it maybe it Enhle again” Enhle wouldn’t stop calling me | had heard every swore
word you could think of

Nzuzo: “it your dad”

Me: “daddy”

Dad: “Lani hey”

Me: “how are you”

Dad: “I'm well angel, look I’'m on my way from the airport” | sat up as if he could see me
Me: “airport where”

Dad: “here I'm coming there | had business to take care of in jhb so instead of going home | thought |
could come see y’all”

Me: “ok I'll get a room ready for you”

Dad: “see you in a few”

Me: “okay bye” | hung up “dad is coming here”

Avery: “cool I missed grandpa” | looked at Nzuzo he stood up | followed him out the lounge
Nzuzo: “I have to go right”

Me: “do you want to go”

Nzuzo: “what will your father say if he finds out I'm staying here in your house”

Me: “my father knows you he knows everything that you’ve done for me the only thing he has for you
is admiration”

Nzuzo: “so | shouldn’t leave”
Me: “no you shouldn’t”

Nzuzo: “if he notices that we pregnant”



Me: “l hope he doesn’t stay long enough to notice”

Nzuzo: “is it weird that | kinda feel nervous | don’t want it to look like | can’t take care of you guys”
Me: “I know that you can take care of us and that’s all that matters”

Nzuzo: “so | don’t leave” | wrapped my arms around his waist and stood on my toes we kissed

Me: “you don’t leave” we kissed again

Nzuzo: “you make my heart skip a beat every time you look at me especially when those beautiful
dimples of yours show”

Me: “I love you” we kissed he lifted me up and put me on the counter | locked my ankles behind him
we kissed for such a long time until the intercom rang “that’s grandpa!!” Avery screamed coming in
the kitchen he went to it

Avery: “it’s really him” he opened the gate Nzuzo moved from me but | pulled him back gave him
another kiss he pulled back laughing

Nzuzo: “behave” he put off the counter | went out when | opened the door dad was about to knock
he pulled me in for a hug

Dad: “ooh Lani angel I've missed you”

Me: “it’s only been a few months dad but | also missed you” he let go and kissed my forehead
Dad: “you okay you eating right”

Me: “I’'m okay but | have to tell you something before you get in”

Dad: “what’s wrong?” He was already panicking

Me: “Nzuzo is here” he breathed out

Dad: “I was hoping so but Avery said he has weird working hours”

Me: “you’ve been talk to Avery about Nzuzo”

Dad: “yes he was excited about his father moving in”

Me: “so you cool with that”

Dad: “l owe that man a lot” | smiled and threw my hands around him he held me laughing “come let’s
go in” | let go we went in “are you happy Lani”

Me: “a lot daddy he makes me really happy” he kissed my cheek we found Avery in the lounge with
Nzuzo

III

Avery: “grandpa!!” He jumped up dad lifted him
Dad: “you growing so fast”
Avery: “dad feeds me lot of junk”

Dad: “you must be happy | know your mom is strict on food” Avery smiled nodding Nzuzo stood up

Nzuzo: “mr Demus”



Dad: “finally the famous Nzuzo my daughter spent lot of sleepless night crying over you”

Nzuzo: “if there was a way to avoid all of that it would have been avoided”

Dad: “I believe you son | don’t even know how | can repay you but we will speak later”

Avery: “what did you get me”

Dad: “love” Avery frowned “I’'m hungry and tired Lani | need to bath”

Me: “Avery take grandpa to the room next to yours, you can bath there dad I'll fix you a plate of food”
Dad; “okay” they went up i looked at Nzuzo

Me: “dad knew you stay here your son can’t keep his mouth shut” he just laughed and pulled me to
him holding my waist

Nzuzo: “good thing we haven’t told him about the baby”

Me: “he likes you”

Nzuzo: “I'm glad” he held my chin and kissed me “I wana take you to bed”

Me: “let me make food for him first entertain him a little then we can go to bed”
Nzuzo: “okay” he kissed me “my little peanut” he was brushing my stomach

Me: “you know that name will stick”

Nzuzo: “she is my little peanut nje kinati lika babakhe” | just smiled shaking my head | went to make
food for dad he came back just as | was finishing he sat on the high chair

Me: “Sne wants to come stay with me”
Dad: “that’s probably for the best or Justin will kill her”
Me: “what’s going on with them”

Dad: “Sne is being rebellious and you know how protective and stubborn Justin is so everyday it either
| get a call from Justin or a call from Sne complaining about something Lani they going to give me a
heart attack”

Me: “well she will start exams in a few months then she can stay with me from next year” | gave him
his food and sat opposite him while having a snack

Dad: “do you think that’s what you need though | mean you starting your own family”
Me: “there’s more than enough space here”

Dad: “even with the new baby coming”

Me: “what baby”

Dad: “are you trying to hide that you pregnant or you don’t know”

Me: “uhm” | looked down “was trying to hide it I'm sorry” he sighed

Dad: “I take it Nzuzo is the father” | nodded “he needs to marry you Lani no negotiations”

Me: “he is talking to his uncle about sending lobola”



Dad; “that’s good” | nodded “I thought you were just blinded by love when you said Avery looks like
his father” | giggled

Me: “see what | meant”

Dad: “I’'m glad you happy Lani now I just need to try and sort Sne out so | can die happily knowing my
girls are happy”

Me: “don’t talk about dying”

Dad: “it going to happen eventually and Sne worries me”

Me: “I'll talk to her dad”

Dad: “thank you angel” | kissed his cheek

Me: “how is Ray”

Dad: “his Ray you know him angel his a mama’s boy”

Me: “still following mayowo around”

Dad: “yep” | yawned “go sleep we will talk in the morning I’'m spending the weekend”
Me: “ok daddy I love you” | kissed his cheek

Dad: “I love you too angel” | went up Nzuzo was in bed busy with his research

Me: “put me to bed” he laughed and pulled me to him he rolled over getting on top of me
Nzuzo: “we can’t do it with your father here right”

Me: “maybe in the middle of the night when I’'m sure his asleep”

Nzuzo; “okay” he took my clothes off then kissed my stomach “I love you peanut” he got to my face
and kissed me “I love you thembalam”

Me: “I love you sthandwa sam” he pulled the comforter over us and cuddled me
Nzuzo: “I'll set an alarm for some middle of the night loving | need some sexual healing” i just laughed
PART 28

The weekend was amazing Avery loved my father he was following him everywhere Nzuzo even go
jealous he spent most of Sunday in our bedroom sulking dad left Sunday night we took him to the
airport after dinner.

Monday morning | woke up needing to throw up so | ran to the toilet and threw up Nzuzo got in while
| was busy and held my weave up and out of my face until | was done he helped me stand up and walk
to the sink | rinsed my mouth

Nzuzo: “should | get you something babe”
Me: “can you carry your child” he chuckled
Nzuzo: “anything but that babe”

Me: “then no I’'m fine” | went to take a cold shower after awhile he got in



Nzuzo: “what the hell” he jumped out | just laughed “Yamkelani are you trying to get sick”
Me: “I feel hot” he opened the hot water

Nzuzo: “Yammy you going to get sick your immune system is not that strong right now” he was half
shouting | could feel my tears building up

Me: “I'm sorry” he poured shower gel on the sponge started bathing me when we done we got dressed
| went to make breakfast while he checked on Avery we had breakfast after breakfast we left using
Nzuzo’s car he had the same work hours as me that day

Avery: “anyone coming to my soccer practice” Nzuzo looked at me | looked out the window | was low
key mad at him for what happened in the shower

Nzuzo: “I might come through if | can get away from work for an hour”
Avery; “mom?”

Me: “l can’t”

Avery: “I miss Jus he never misses my soccer practice or games”

Me: “come on Avery that’s not fair”

Avery: “I'm just saying”

Nzuzo; “no you being manipulative and it's wrong”

Avery: “sorry” we dropped him then drove to work my beeped it was a text from Jessica reminding
me that we having lunch together | had honestly forgotten

Me: “can i have your car keys”

Nzuzo: “where you want to go”

Me; “I have lunch plans with Jessica”

Nzuzo: “Noni’s friend”

Me: “yes”

Nzuzo: “no”

Me: “oh I'll take an uber”

Nzuzo: “I’'m saying no to the lunch”

Me: “excuse me”

Nzuzo: “you not going there and you going to stay away from Jessica”
Me: “now you acting crazy we in a relationship you not my dictator”

Nzuzo: “I'm telling you Yamkelani if you don’t stop this friendship and some harm comes to my child |
won’t forgive you”

Me: “that’s all you care about Nzuzo your precious child you treating me like a walking womb it not
fair she is not even born yet but I’'m already losing you to her” | wiped my tears looked out the window



Nzuzo: “so I'm at fault for caring about our child” | didn’t say anything | just keep looking at window
until we got to work, he walked me to my office when we got there he gave me the car keys “l meant
what | said if something happens 