
Sheloweredherheadinembarrassment.Evenat

twentyRebacanstillbeatherandshecan’tdo

athingaboutit.Hemeanswellbutshewanted

toenjoylifeabit.



Sasha:E….eerra.Jaa-

Shestoppedmid-sentenceasshesawtheway

hewaslookingather.

Reba:didIhityouSasha?

Sasha:no

Reba:Ollelang?(whyareyoucrying?)

Shedidn’tevennoticeshehadtearsinher

eyes.Rebawasfuckingscary.

Sasha:hagona.

Reba:wipethosetearsfastthen.Ihaveworkto

do.

ShehastilywipedhertearsandlookedatReba.

Sasha:Howam Igoingtogotoschool?

Heraisedhiseyebrowandgavehera‘what-the-

hell’look

Reba:TaxiSasha.Palamataxi,kewenayo

thudisitsengkoloiakerenemma,kanaka



yaka?(catchataxi,you'retheonewhogot

involvedinanaccidentoram Ilying?)

Sasha:No

Reba:Good.Anythingelse?

Sasha:solikeeverydayIshouldtakeataxifrom

hometoschoolandback,won’titwastemoney?

Rebashookhishead.Shewasmorespoiltthan

hethought.

Reba:Yesitwillwastemoneybutyoualready

wastemoneyonridiculouslyexpensiveclothes

everymonthSasha.Trytoningdownonthe

clothesbutasIsaidImanageyourfinances

andtheonlyallowanceyou’regettingkeya

schoolallowanceyaP1200reclear?

Sasha:SoIhavetofixmycarwiththat?

Sheaskedmeeklyafraidtoangerhim further.

Reba:EeSasha.We’lltalkathome.Out.

Shescurriedoutofhisofficelikeamouse.Reba



wasdifficultbutatleasthedidn’tlosehis

temper.

.......
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Maduopackedthelastofherbagsasshe

lookedaroundtheroom.Shewasdonewith

highschoolanditwasoneofthemost

prestigiousschoolsinthecountry.She



sighed.Nowitstimetogobacktothevillage

sinceherparentsstayedthere.Besidessheis

notsnobbishoranything.

Rethabile:Maddyyou’reseriouslyconsidering

goingbacktothevillagewithyouparents?

Maddy:yesThabi,gakebategosalahakana.Ke

tloomangwakana.(Idon'twanttostay

here.Thetaregoingtoscoldme)

Thabi:howwilltheyknow?unlessyoutold

them?Aweek.JustonemoreweekMaddy?

ThabiusedherpuppyeyesandMaddyalways

hadahardtimesayingnotothegirl.

Maddy:fine,besideswehaveprom right?

Thabi:thoughyouforgotaboutprom kana.

Maddy:I’llcallthem andtellthem I’m not

comingtodaybesidesmaybetheypaidfor

prom right?

Thabi:yes.



Maddy:wherewillIbestayingthen?

Thabi:Icantalktomyparents,Icanevenoffer

togiveyoumyparentsnumberssoyour

parentscantalktothem?

Maddy:letmehearwhattheywillsayfirstok?

ThabinoddedasshereallyhopedthatMaddy

willstayanextraweekandtheycanspendtime

together.

Maddywalkedoutoftheroom asshebreathed

inandout.Herparentswereexpectingherback

atBobonong.Shedialedhermother’snumber.

Itrangunansweredforawhilebeforesheheard

hermother’smelodicvoice

MmaSolomon:Maduo

Maddy:mama

MmaSolomon:areyouonyourway?whattime

shouldyourfatherpickyouattherank?

Maddy:mama….I..



MmaSolomon:gorileng?(what'swrong?)

Maddy:Ijustwantedtostayanextraweekfor

Prom,akereyoupaidforit.

MmaSolomon:Maduowee..

Maddy:mma?

MmaSolomon:whydidn’tyoutellus

beforehand,youknowwepaynotreallyaware

ofwhatwearepayingfor,whereareyougoing

tobestayingnow?

Maddybitherlip.Howwashermothergoingto

acceptherstayingatafriend’splace?

Maddy:Icanstaywithafriend

MmaSolomon:Maduowautlwagorewa

reng?(Canyouhearypurself?)

Maddy:Eemma(yesmam)

Hermothersighed.

MmaSolomon:Iwilltalkwithyourfatherand



we’llgiveyouaresponseinanhourorso.Idon’t

trustthisfriendofyoursyoutalkabout.

Maddy:mamabut-

MmaSolomon:itseitherthatoryou’recoming

backhomeMaduo.Rautlwana?(areweclear?)

Maddy:eemma

Hermotherhungupandshewalkedbacktothe

room.

Maddy:mom refused,shesaidtheywillorganize

aplaceformetocrashatbutheywewillstill

hangoutanddoourhairandstuffforProm.

ThabifakedasmileatMaduo.Herplandidn’t

workbutanyhowshewillseehowtogoaboutit

butrightnowProm wasontheagenda.

Thabi:ok,Iunderstand.Theyareonlylookingout

foryouMaddy.

Shenoddedasshelookedatherphone.Her

fatherisgoingtoblowup.Shehasneverdone



anythingthatherparentsdidnotapproveof

andiftheydidn’twantherstayingwithThabi

thenitwasfine.

.

AtMmaSolomon’shouse

MmaSolomon:kanaMaduoobuaProm(maduo

istalkingaboutprom)

RraSolomon:MaduoistoousedtoEnglish

medium things,sheshouldbemakingherway

backheretothevillage

MmaSolomon:itsalreadypaidforsoshewill

needalotofthings.Dress,shoes,doherhairand

allthat,gasegorekeyeGaboronegangwe

fela?(shouldn'tIjustheadtoGaborone?)

RraSolomon:otlaboakaeneakere?Youknow

itsimportantthoughIdon’twantto.(you'llcome

backwithher?)

MmaSolomonsighed.Itwasimportantandshe



haslongdreadedthisdayeversince.

MmaSolomon:ofcourse.

Shewalkedtothekitchenwhereshepoured

herselfaglassofwaterandpreparedtocall

Maduototellherofherfather’s

decision.Besidesgirlsneedtheirmother’s

adviceregardingprom.

.

RebabedilookedatSashaasshesatdownon

hisofficechair.Shewasjustbeingachildand

he’shadenoughofhertantrums.Sasha

nervouslyheldhernecklace.Hermotherwon’t

bailheroutandwellherbrotherhaszero

tolerancefornonsenseandshemightgeta

beatinginhisveryofficeifshemanagesto

presshisbuttonsfarenough.

Reba:Sashawhatdoyouwantnow?

Sashapoutedasshelookedatherbig

brother,hewasalwayssoseriousanditirked



her.Heneversmiled.

Sasha:Rebasolike…..Ineedafavour.

Helookedatherwaitingforhertocontinuewith

yetoneofherstupidrequests.

Sasha:Mycarcrashedmaabaneketswafrom

theclubandIneedlikemorethantwentythao

fordamagesandstufflikethat.

Reba:kegonegotlhe?(isthatall)

Sasha:Eerra

Shebitherlowerlipasheremainedstoic.She

tookittoofarthistimedidn’tshe?

Reba:ThenitmeansyoupayforitSasha.

Hereyeswidened.What?Herstudentallowance

islessthantwothousandandherallowance

from homeisapproximatelythreethousand

andifitweren’tforhermotherRebawouldhave

notevenbotheredapprovingherallowance.The



hell?

Sasha:Rebayoucan’tbeserious.I’m yoursister.

Reba:IknowSasha,you’retwentyandyou’re

alreadyspendingmoneylikeitgrowsontrees.

Sasha:Youknowhowtomakethemoney

Reba.Themoneyitselfseemstogrowontrees.

Reba:Isee.NowlistentomeSashaandlisten

carefullybecauseIwon’trepeatmyselfever

again.Youaregoingtopayfordamagestoyour

carusingyourallowance.How?Idon’tknowand

Idon’tcare.I’vehadenoughofmothertreating

youlikeafuckingspoiltprincessanditdoesn’t

workwithmeSashagotit?

Sheswallowedabitasshesawthemurderous

gazeofherbrotherandnodded.

Reba:I’llbemanagingyourfinancescause

clearlymotherletsyougotoclubs,boughtyoua

damnexpensivecarwhenIsaidnoand

no,ntatemogolowon’tsaveyoufrom iteither



Sasha.Youneedtolearnresponsibilityand

studyatschool.Gakesatlholakebatla

matlakalaaoadirangSashawankutlwa?

Sasha:Eerra.

Reba:Good.Andtrymelittlesister.Trymy

patienceandcontinuewithyourdisgraceful

waysandketlagobetsa.Botlhokolegone.Ke

mogolooesengtsalayagagoSasha

autlwa?(continuewithyourdisgracefukways

andIwillbeatthehelloutofyou.Iam yourolder

brothernotfriend,doyouhearme?)

Sheloweredherheadinembarrassment.Even

attwentyRebacanstillbeatherandshecan’t

doathingaboutit.Hemeanswellbutshe

wantedtoenjoylifeabit.

Sasha:E….eerra.Jaa-

Shestoppedmid-sentenceasshesawtheway

hewaslookingather.

Reba:didIhityouSasha?



Sasha:no

Reba:Ollelang?(whyareyoucrying)

Shedidn’tevennoticeshehadtearsinher

eyes.Rebawasfuckingscary.

Sasha:hagona.(nothing)

Reba:wipethosetearsfastthen.Ihaveworkto

do.

ShehastilywipedhertearsandlookedatReba.

Sasha:Howam Igoingtogotoschool?

Heraisedhiseyebrowandgavehera‘what-the-

hell’look

Reba:TaxiSasha.Palamataxi,kewenayo

thudisitsengkoloiakerenemma,kanaka

yaka?(catchataxi,you'retheonewhogot

involvedinanaccidentoram Ilying?)

Sasha:No



Reba:Good.Anythingelse?

Sasha:solikeeverydayIshouldtakeataxifrom

hometoschoolandback,won’titwastemoney?

Rebashookhishead.Shewasmorespoiltthan

hethought.

Reba:Yesitwillwastemoneybutyoualready

wastemoneyonridiculouslyexpensiveclothes

everymonthSasha.Trytoningdownonthe

clothesbutasIsaidImanageyourfinances

andtheonlyallowanceyou’regettingkeya

schoolallowanceyaP1200reclear?

Sasha:SoIhavetofixmycarwiththat?

Sheaskedmeeklyafraidtoangerhim further.

Reba:EeSasha.We’lltalkathome.Out.

Shescurriedoutofhisofficelikeamouse.Reba

wasdifficultbutatleasthedidn’tlosehis

temper.



Shewalkedoutofthebuilding.Thinkingabout

howitwasgoingtobe.Imeanfrom drivingthe

shinyMercedestotakingataxitoschool.She

couldalmostpukeatthethought.It’ssucha

downgradeandshewonderedwhythehell

Rebadecidedtoworkfrom theFrancistwon

officeinsteadofgoingtoGaboronetotheir

mainoffice.Urg!Shehadherfreedom then.

Shetookherphonefrom herbagandcalled

Kitso.

Sasha:WaganaReba…(Rebasaysno)

Kitso:Itoldyoutogetasugardaddy,he

would’vecoveredthosecostsasin

yesterday,yourbrotherisstingywithmoneyaah!

Sasharolledhereyes.Theyhadthis

conversationamilliontimesbeforeanditwas

gettingboring.

Sasha:Youdon’tknowhim,hewillliterally

murdermeifIdare.I’m trapped.



Kitsolaughed.

Kitso;Trappedwaeng?You’rerichandyouget

whateveryouwantwhilesomeofushaveto

hustle.

Sasha:ButsugardaddiesarenotthewayKitso.

Kitso:youwon’tunderstandbutanyway

tomorrowthereisapoolpartyhaguesthousee

haSelepa,areyoucoming?

Sasha:Idon’tknow,I’m alreadyintroubleandga

kebatlegooketsamathata.

Kitso:Itstartsaround2pm,surelyyoucanpass

by?

Sasha:okay.Ketlakataximme.Idon’thavea

car.

Kitso:whataboutyou’rebrother’scar?

Sasha:Whyareyousointerestedinmybrother?

Kitso:tlogela.We’lltalk,Joshiscoming.Bye.



Soletsstartthejourneyguys,thiswillbeour

newstoryasthesepeopleandmoreletusgeta

glimpseintotheirlifestyles.Nothinghasnever

beenasplainasitusuallyseems.Thereis

alwaysacatchtoeverythingandwearejust

goingtohavetofindout.Whoisonhis?Whois

owned?Whoisonlockdown?Somany

who's........

Share,mentionandletsenjoythejoyride.

TomorrowmorningandthistimeIpraytoGodI

keeptothescheduleIposted ♀.Itsthepage

coverpicturebytheway..
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AtGaborone



Maddydidn’tmoveoutofthehostelsasher

motherhadcalledandsaidshewillbeinthe

citytomorrow.Itwasbetterthanstayingata

foreignplacesheguessed.

Shedoesn’tevenhaveadateforProm,noneof

theboysaskedhertobetheirdateandshe

guesseditwasbecausesomethoughtshewas

toorural.Shewasokaybutsheneverdidfitin

withtherichandcoolkidsofMaruapula.Thabi

washeronlyfriendandshehadadatewiththe

coolestguyinschool.Shescrolleddownher

facebooknewsfeedassomeofherex

classmateswerepostingtheirProm dates.

Thabimessagedher.

Thabi:Prom dateyetfriend?

Maddy: no.Icangoalone.

Thabi:noyouwon’t.I’llseewhattodo.

Maddy:okay.Mom iscoming.



Thabi:That’sniceMaddy

Irepliedandthrewthephoneonmybed.Ihave

nodate,haven’tplannedforadressandpeople

havebeenplanningformonths.I’m screwedbig

time.

.

AtReba’shouse

Rebaparkedhiscarinsidetheyard.Hehasto

gotohismother’stodealwithherinsolentbrat

andhewouldmakeitquick.Hehasasub

comingandheshouldbetheretoopenthegate

forher.

Heundidhistieashewalkedtohis

bedroom.Removinghisjacketandstripping

naked,Rebaheadedtotheshower.

Whenhewasdoneheansweredhisphone.

Reba:Ntatemogolo

Kgosi:Youdoknowitsalmosttime.



Rebarolledhiseyes.

Reba:DoIreallyhavetodothis?Sashawalapisa

asitisandIhavenotimeforimmaturity.

Kgosi:Rebabediyouwilldothis.

Reba:I’m comingtherekaweekend.Retlabua

ntatemogolo.

Rebahungupandgotdressedinhis

sweatpantsandvest.Runninghisgrandfather’s

businesswastiring,thebusinessdisguisedas

thefamilylegacyandnowhehastodealwith

spoiltbrats?Lifecouldn’tgetbetterforhim

couldit?

Rebagrabbedhiscarkeysasheglancedathis

watch.HehadtomakethistalkwithSasha

fast.Hismotherwillwanttoconvincehim

otherwiseandletSashagetspoilt.Having

youngersiblingswasasmuchasatasktohim

asthecompany.

Uponhisarrivalathismother’shousehe



parkedhiscarandjustopenedthedoorwithout

knocking.Everyonelookedathim andKatso’s

backstraightenedashelookedathisbig

brother.Hewasalwaysinaweofhim and

wonderedhowhecouldexudesuchdominance

byjustbeinginaroom.

Katso:Rebahi.

Rebanoddedhisheadandnarrowedhiseyesat

Sasha.

Reba:Mother,Katso.Sasha,wehavetotalk.

KatsolookedatSasha,hewonderedwhyhis

sisteralwaysdidstupidthingstoirritatehisbig

brother.Asyoungashewashedidn’tlike

Sasha’sbehavioratall.

Rebawalkedtothediningroom withSasha

followingcloselybehindhim.

Katsosighedatlookedathismotherwho

lookedtired.



MmaKgosi:Rebabediisbeingtoohardon

Sasha,sheisyoung.

Katso:MamaI’m alsoyoung,ateenagerevenbut

Idon’tdowhatSashaisdoing.

Hismothernoddedinagreement.Shejust

wantedherchildrentoenjoytheirchildhood

withouttheheavyweightofthefamilycompany

beingonthem andRebahadbeendealttoo

muchinhisyounglife.

MmaKgosi:andyourfatherwouldhavebeen

proudofyou.

Katsosmiled.ApparentlyRebabediwasthe

spittingimageofhisfatherandthatmadehis

adorationforhisbigbrotherskyrocket.

Meanwhileatthediningroom…

Reba:SohereisyourbudgetSasha.

Sashalookedatthepaperwhichwaswrittenin

Reba’shandwriting.



Sasha:SoIhavetoliveoverawholeyearwith

nocar?

Reba:Readthatcarefully,ifyou’regoodandtake

responsibilityImightcoverhalfofthecosts.

Sasha’seyessparkled.Thatwassomething.

Sasha:Really?

Reba:Really.

Shesmiled.

Sasha:butIhavetosavethemoneytoo?

Reba:that’sthewholepurposeofthis

Sasha,Youhavetocutoffafewthings.Designer

clothes,clubbing,excessivepartyingandIhope

youknowIhatethefactthatmysistereven

drinksandthendrivesandgoesclubbing.Its

whorishbehaviorSasha.

Sasha’sheartbrokeatthefactthatherbrother

thoughtshebehavedlikeawhore,shejust

wantedtohavefun.Sheshouldprovehim



otherwise.

Sasha:Reba

Reba:mmmh?

Hewasn’tsmiling.Doesheeversmileat

times?Maybehereallyhashadenoughofher

behavior.

Sasha:ButRebaI’m notawhore.

Heraisedaneyebrowandtearsfilledhereyes.

Sasha:Ihaven’tevenlostmyvirginity.

Shesawhiseyessoftenbeforetheybecame

blankagain.

Reba:ok.DowhatItoldyouSashaandlifewill

beeasy.Youdon’tneedfriends,partiestobe

cool.Juststudyokay?

Shenodded.Didheevenhearheradmission?

RebastoodupandSashadidtoo.Helookedat

hereyes.Hedidsomethingherarelydoes.



Hekissedherforeheadandleft.Sashasmiledat

thehintofaffectionfrom herbrother,itwas

enoughforhertoknowthathestilllovedand

caredforher.Shewalkedtothelounge.

Shewipedhertearsandlookedathermother.

MmaKgosi:areyoufine?

Sasha:Yesmom.

KatsolookedatSashaandSashapickeda

cushionandthrewitinhisdirection.

Sasha:wenaoskabuasepe(don'tsayathing)

Katso:Sashakeitidimaletsehela(Sasha,I'm just

silenthere)

Sasha:how’syournewgirlfriend?

KatsolookeddownwhileSashasmirked.She

lovedgettingevenwithherotherannoying

brother.

MmaKgosi:Katso?



Katso:Mma?

Hismotherlookedathim andshookher

head.Hewasjust17andnotyet18.

Katso:Mom I’m ateenagerandIgettodo

teenagerthings.

Sasha:MoisekogoRebaabueleene.(letReba

talktohim)

Katso’seyeswidened.Hedidn’twanttoannoy

hisbigbrother.

MmaKgosi:Itsfinebuttalktoyourbrother

aboutit,Iguesshecouldgiveyoumoreadvice

abouteverything.

KatsonoddedandgaveSashaanevilglare

beforeheheadedtohisroom.

Continuesharingthestoryguys.
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AtGaborone

MmaSolomongotoffthebusandshelooked

atherphone.Shearrivedearlyandshecalled

hersisterwhostaysinBroadhurst

MmaSolomon:Hello,kegorogilebutIhaven’t

pickedMaduoyet,isitok?

Laone:SurebesidesInevergettoseemyniece

alot,itsProm right?

MmaSolomon:yes,Englishmedium things.

Laonelaughedattheotherendoftheline.

Laone:Youcandropyourthingshereandwe

cangopickupMaduo.

MmaSolomonhungupandmovedfurtherinto

thebusrankandlookedforataxi.Shebumped



intoaman.

MmaSolomon:Sorrysir,Iwasn’tpaying

attention.

Themanlookedupfrom hisphoneashe

assessedthewomaninfrontofhim.She

lookedtooruralforhim buttherewaspotential

underneaththedreadfulclothes.Hesquinted

hiseyesandlookedatheragain.Hesawthe

bandonherfinger.Married.

Man:It’salsomyfaulttoo.

Shenoddedandturnedbeforehecouldaskfor

hername.

MmaSolomonwalkedasfastasshecould

beforeshecouldturntotakeagoodlookatthe

man.Shewasmarriedforcryingoutloudand

shelovedherhusbandverymuch.



Shegotinsidethetaxiasthedriverstartedthe

car.Shesighed.ComingtoGaboronewas

alreadygivingherenoughtemptationsandshe

couldnotdealwiththatatthemoment.

.

Maddyhadalreadyhandedherkeystothe

matronandallshehadtodowasgetreadyfor

Prom.Shepushedherluggageandwenttowait

forhermotheratthereception.Shesawher

mothercomewithAuntLaoneandshecringed.

Maddy:mamawhatareyouwearing(whispering)

MmaSolomonlaughedandLaonejoinedher.

Laone:babyshedoesthisthefirstdayof

comingtoGabs.

Maddyjustshuddered.Shehasneverseenher



motherwearinganythingthathorribleinher

wholelife.

Maddy:itneedstogoASAP.

MmaSolomon:childrelax,evenyourfather

wouldhaveafitifhesawmewhenIwalkedout.

Maddy:Papa,howishe?

MmaSolomon:we’lltalk,letsgetyourthingsto

thecarandweheadovertoyouraunt’splace

okay?

Maddynoddedandtheyhelpedherwith

everything.

Laone:howweretheexams?

Maddy:actuallygood,mom doIgettohavea

partyformy18thkaDecember?

MmaSolomon:no,maybeforyour21stbutnot

thisyear.



Maddynoddeddisappointedly.Butbesideswho

wouldevencometoherpartyexceptThabi…

Whentheyfinishedloadingherbagsshesatat

thebackseatanddonnedherearphones.She

didn’twanttolistentohermother’sweird

conversationswithhersister.

.

AtFrancistown,Selepa

Sashabreathedinandoutasshesteppedout

ofthetaxi.Shehadtherightaddressalright.

Shepaidthetaxidriverwhowassalivating

lookingathercaramelthighsthatwere

exposedbyhershorts.

Sasharolledhereyes.Thetaxidriverwasbeing

aperv.Thegateopenedandshesawallthe



coolkidsfrom theCollege.Shetoldhermother

whereshewouldbeandthetimeshewould

comeback.Justtobesafe.

Sheclutchedherbeachbagthathadher

changeofclothesandswimsuit.

Kitso:finallyyoumadeit,letmeintroduceyouto

afewpeople.

KitsoonlyknewshewasaKgosiheiressand

shepreferredtolettherestofthepeopleto

thinkshewasjustacoincidencetohavesucha

surname.

Sasha:itlooksfunplusitshot.

Kitso:youknowKaone?

Sashanodded.Shewascrushingtheguyand

shedidn’thavethegutstoapproachhim.

Peoplesaidhewassucharudepersonbutshe

didn’tseethat.Shesawonehotyellowbone.



Sasha:ofcourse,whodoesn’t?

Kitso:letmeintroducehim toyou.

KitsoledSashainsidethehousetothekitchen

whereKaonewasholdingatinofbeerandin

swim trunks.Shenearlydied.

Kitso:KaonethisismyfriendSasha,Sasha

Kaone.

Shegavehim herhandandinsteadhekissed

hercheek.

Kaone:andyoudidn’tmentionhowgorgeous

shelooks.

Sashablushedandshewasthankfulshewasn’t

thatlightforanyonetoseesheisblushing.

ShewalkedoutofthekitchenwithKitsoand

theygotinsidearoom.



Kitso:theboyshaveaseparatebedroom and

thegirlshaveaseparatebedroom.Webooked

thewholeguesthouseforthisparty,you’re

leavingtomorrowright?

Sasha:actuallyno,aroundbo8I’m leaving.Ihave

nocarbesidesIhavetowakeupearly

tomorrow.

Kitsonoddedandshejustwalkedout.Sasha

changedandworeherblackswimsuitandtied

herBrazillianweave.Nextmonthshewillsettle

withsomethingcheaperlikebraidssinceher

allowanceisbeinghandledbyReba.Shejust

tookherphoneandsenthim amessage.

Sasha:”RebaIknowyou’rebusyandI’m beinga

nuisancebutka8comepickmeupatSelepa.”

Sheconcludedhermessagebywritingthe

addressoftheplace.Hewouldtakeherhome



safeandshedidn’ttrustthesepeoplehere.

Shewrappedatowelaroundherwaistand

walkedout.Alltheguyslookedatherandsome

weresalivatingastheysawhercleavageand

theywonderedhowthefucktheynevernoticed

herbefore.

SashasawKitsotalkingwithsomeothergirls

andactuallysomeweregivingherglares.She

shruggedandremovedthetowelandgotinside

thewater.

Thewatercooledherskinandshefelthandson

herwaistandsheturnedandwasfacetoface

withKaone.

Sasha:Oh!

Kaone:Omontlewaitse?(You'reprettyyou



knowthat)

Shenoddedandslowlyremovedhishandsfrom

herwaist.

Kaonelookedathersmilingandshecontinued

toswim inthewater.Thewaterwasniceand

thepoolhadspace.Maybeshedidwellby

cominghere.

Shegotoutofthewaterandsheusedhertowel

andsatdown.

Kaonesatdownnexttoherwithasmileand

thatshowedhisdimples.

Kaone:howcomeIneversawyouinschool?

Sashashrugged.

Sasha:Ionlyhaveonefriendinschoolbesides

doyouevergotoclubs?



Heshookhishead.

Sasha:gorianaogoodboy?Igotoplaceswhere

mostpeoplearen’treallymyagematesoraren’t

from ourschool.

Kaone:youclub?

Sasha:usedtonowbutthat’sastoryforanother

day,howdoyouknowKitso?

Kaone:school…You?

Sasha:friendssinceIstartedvarsity.

Kaone:Ineverseeyouwithher,sheisalwaysin

thatexpensivecarthatparksincampus.

Sasha:whichone?

Kaone:ablackMercedes.

Shelaughedandlookedathim.

Sasha:thatonewasminebytheway.Usedtoor

willbe.Whicheverwayyouputit.



Kaonelookedatherpuzzled.HeknewKitso

hadsugardaddiesandastheysaybirdsofthe

samefeathersflocktogether,soSashaalso

sleptwithmenformoney?Shedidn’texactly

lookitbuthey,whatvarsitystudentaffordssuch

anexpensivecarandshealsowearsexpensive

weaves.Shewasdefinitelysleepingwithold

menformoneysohewouldfollowthrough

today.

Kaone:Ididn’tknow.

Sheshrugged.Sheneverbraggedaboutitbut

shelovedthatdamncarthatshewouldchange

andRebasaidhewouldpayhalfthecostsand

ifsheisreallygoodhemightpayforeverything.

Sasha:enoughaboutme,tellmeaboutyou.How

didyoubecomeknownincampus.Imeaneven

whenIwasdoingmyfirstyearIknewabouta



Kaonethatexisted.

Kaone:mygoodlooks(Laughing)

Sasha:otswahaa,oratadilomoo

maswe…(gerrarahere,youlikethings)

Kaone:thegenesbabygirl

ShelaughedasshecontinuedtotalktoKaone.

.

AtReba’shouse

HesawSasha’smessageandhethrewhis

phoneonthebedandheheadedtotheguest

room.Rachelwassleepingandshehadbeen

suchagoodgirllastnight.Shedeserveda

rewardandheknewshehadpushedherselffor

hissadisticass.Hewalkedoutoftheroom and



headedtothekitchenandmadecoffee.

DrinkinghiscoffeesilentlyRebalookedaround

hiskitchen.Heheardhisphoneringingandhe

groaned.ItsaSaturdayandheshouldreallybe

relaxing.

Heputthemugdownandwalkedtohis

bedroom.HeanswereditafterseeingKatso’s

nameflash.

Reba:Hello

Katso:H-hiReba,mamasaidIshouldtalktoyou.

Reba:Ok.Talkthen.

Heheardhim drawhisbreathandhejust



listened.

Katso:CanIcomeoveratyourhouse?

Reba:I’llcomeovertherearound7ifitsthat

important.

Katso:Thankyou.

.

.

.

.
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AtReba’shouse

Rachelwrappedherachingbodywitharobe

andwalkedtothekitchen.Shefoundaplateof

foodandanote.



‘Bebacklater.Andyouweresuchagoodgirl

lastnight’

Shesmiled.Sheunderstoodthekindof

relationshiphewanted.Itwasasexualoneand

sheknewhemightdumpherwhenhefeelslike

itbutnowshewashappywithwhatever.She

wasusedtoguyslikethatbutRebatookthe

wholeexperiencetoanewlevelandshemight

startcatchingfeelingswhichshedefinitelydid

notwant.Beingwithhim fortwomonthswas

anachievementonitsown.Eventhoughhe

neversharedanythingpersonalabouthimself

andhadabsolutelynointerestinknowingher

whichhealsotoldherbeforehand.

Shesatonthekitchenstoolandshecutinto

thechickenbreast.Ifonlyhecouldallow



himselftohaveanormalrelationshipwithher.

.

AtSelepa

Sashafeltabittipsy,sheonlyhadlikefour

glassesofwine.Orwasitfive?Shecouldn’t

remember.

Sasha:K-ki…Kitso..ca.ll…ataxi

Shewasslurringandstillinherswimsuit

Kitso:areyoudrunk?

Sasha:n-no

KitsocalledKaoneastheymovedafewfeet

awayfrom Sasha.

Kitso:Youputthepilldidn’tyou?

Kaone:SheisfuckingbeautifulKitsolewenawa

bona.



Kitso:doitfastthen.Sheneedstolivealittle.

She’llcryandgetoverit.Iknowmyfriend.

Kaone:Andyoudidn’ttellmekeenewa

Mercedes.(youdidn'ttellmeshe'stheone

owningthatMercedes)

Kitsorolledhereyes.

Kitso:thatdetailwasn’timportant.Shesaidshe

isleavingaround8butIdoubtshewillbeable

tocatchataxilikethat.

Kaone:Won’tanyonesuspectathing?

Kitso:no,sheisapartygirlandshedoesget

drunkandplusyou’vebeenclosetoherthe

wholetime,theywouldthinkyoutwoarehaving

aquickieorsomething.Don’tblowthis,ofresh.



Kaone:freshlikefresh?

Kitso:ee,asinvirginmotherfuckingmary.

Kaone:goriana?(really)

Kitso:yes.

KaonepickedthedizzySashaupasSasha

lookedathim withsquintingeyes.

Sasha:Kaone?Callataxiforme,Ihavetoget

home.

Kaone:Sashayou’renotwell

Shetriedtogetoutofhisarmsbutwastoo

weak.Kaonesawhereyescloseandhesmiled.

Hewillbeherfirst,regardlessofthefactthat

sheisconsciousornot.

Hegotinsideanemptyroom whichhasnot



beenusedbeforeandhelaidheronthebed

beforelockingthedoor.

Kaone:beautiful

Hecheckedifshewasreallyunconsciousby

slappinghercheekandhegotnoreactionfrom

her.Hesmiled.

Heremovedherswimsuitandhesmiled

more,hewasgoingtoenjoyhimselfsosomuch.

Maybefirstroundheshouldhititrawandfeel

thattightvirginfleshwraparoundhim.

Hegotundressedhimselfasheopenedher

legsandhesalivatedlookingather.Shewas

reallyfresh.

Hegotontopofherandheslowlyeased

himselfintoher,shewassotight.Hereyes



openedandclosed.Shewasinandoutofitand

shemightenjoythistoo.Thefunthingwasthat

shewasunconsciousandshewon’tknowwho

didthisbythetamesheisfullyawake.Thats

whatthegirlsusuallydoandtheywilltakea

showerandtherewillbenoevidence.

Hestartedtothrustandheknewhebrokeher

virginity.PeoplelikeKitsoshouldberewarded.

Wheredotheygetsuchgirls?

Hethrustinandoutofherassheopenedher

eyesandclosedthem again,shewasnoteven

makingnoiseandhehadhishandonhermouth

justincase.Shewassosweetandenjoyable.

Maybeafterthisheshouldbeherboyfriendjust

totastethissweettightpussyagain.

Hefelthertightnesssqueezeandhecame.She



wassotight.

Hegotoffherandheopenedthedrawersand

tookoutacondom andhewentatitagain.

RapingtheunconsciousSashaandhegroaned

enjoyingher.Thiswasprobablythebestfuck

he’shadinalonglongtime.Hegroanedashe

cameyetagainandhechangedthecondom

andthistimegotrough,notcaringifshewas

bleeding,shewasenjoyableandhelikedher

pussymore.Shefeltsodamngood.Hesmiled

ashecame.

.

Rebacheckedhiswatchanditwasquarterto8.

Hesaidbyetohismotherandbrotherandhe

wenttohiscar.Sincehissisterdoesnothavea

caritishisdutytogopickherupwherevershe

was,hedrovetowherehissistersaidshewillbe.



Shedidsay8andshewasbeingresponsibleby

tellinghismotherwhereshewasandbytelling

him topickhim up.

Heparkedatthegateatexactly8o’clockand

waitedforSasha.Hecalledherphoneandit

justrangwithoutbeingansweredandhecould

hearthemusicblaringfrom thespeakersand

hejustpressedtheintercom.Theyopenedthey

gateandhewalkedin.

Almosteveryonestoppedandlookedathim.

Rebaknewhewasnotinoneofhisimmaculate

suitsbuthedidn’tcometonegotiateadealwith

stateofficialshere.

KitsoswallowedlookingatReba,hewashot.So

hotthatshefeltherselfgetwet.



Helookedaroundandwithoutawordwalked

insidethehouse.

That’swhenitclicked,hemust’vecomefor

Sasha,shit!Theywereintrouble.

Assoonashewalkedinsidethehouse

everyonestartedwhisperingwonderingwhythe

RebabediKgosiwasattheirparty.Whowashe

lookingfor?

Rebawalkedinsideandcheckedtherooms.

Sashadidsaythiswastheplace,hecalledher

phoneanditrangatoneoftherooms.

Hewalkedinsideandtookherphoneandkept

checking.Hecameuponalockedroom.He

listenedandheardgrunts.Buthehadtocheck

everyroom ifhewaslookingforhissister.



Heknockedandthegruntsquieteddown.The

doorunlockedandtheguywaswrappedina

towel.

Kaone’seyeswidenedashesawthemanhe

idolizedinthebusinessworld.Theirveryown

businessmogul.

Kaone:uhm..MrKgosi

Rebaliftedhiseyebrow.

Reba:canIstepin?

Kaone:uhm..Kindofbusywithmygirlfriend.

Reba:Isee.Ijustwanttostepin.I’m lookingfor

someone.

Kaone:I…



Rebajustpushedhim asideandwhathesaw

madehisbloodboil.Hewenttothebedand

sawbloodonthewhitesheetsandherangelic

face.Heheldhercheek.Thebastard.

Reba:warekewenamang?(whatdidyousay

yournamewas)

Kaone:KaoneMotswedi

Reba:andwhatgaveyoutheaudacitytodo

whatyoujustdid?

Kaone:excuseme?kengwanyanawame.

Reba:doyouknowwhosheis?

Kaone:Sasha,Ididn’tquitegethersurname.

Rebaturnedandthrewapunch.

Reba:ketlagobolayakanamfanawaitse?(I'll

killyouboy,youknowthat)



Kaone:keirileneMrKgosi?(whatdidIdoMr

Kgosi)

Rebachuckleddarkly.Hehadtokeephiscool.

Hepunchedhim again,hewasn’tafool.This

motherfuckerrapedhislittlesister.

Hepunchedhim yetagain.

Heheldhisthroatconstrictinghisairway.

Reba:Whatdidyoudotoher?didshe

consent?buakabonakokeisekego

bolaye..(talkbeforeIkillyou)

KaoneshookhisheadandRebatightenedhis

gripashepunchedhim andKaone’snosebled.



Reba:Inotherwordsyourapedher?

Hisangergrewbyeachpassingsecondand

Kaonestruggledtobreath.Rebathrewhim to

thegroundasheplacedhisfootonhis

windpipe.

Reba:kanaketlagonyedisaabokegobolaya

waitse?(I'llbeatthehelloutofyouandkill

you,youknowthat)

KaonenoddedandstillwonderedwhyRebabedi

Kgosiwasangry.

Afewpeoplecameandtheystoodwatching.

Reba:afemalepleasecoverherforme.

ShewalkedinsideandcoveredSashawitha

sheetasshesawKaonebeingpinnedtothe

groundandtherewasnotevenascaroramark

onMrKgosi.



Rebaremovedhisshoefrom hisneckand

placeditonKaone’schestandhesteppedon

him asKoanecoughed.

Rebatookhisphone.

Reba:Kgosispeaking,fetakakwano.ke

tshwaraganelebothata.Alertthepoliceofa

rapistbeingcaughtok?(passbythisside,Ihave

aproblem)

ThereweregaspsaspeoplelookedatKaone.

Reba:Buakeisekegogatemolala(talkbeforeI

steponyourneck)

Kaonestruggledtoform coherentsentences

andRebahonestlydidnotcareabouttheir

audience.

Rebaremovedhisfootashecontinuously



kickedthisslimebag’sballsbuthewantedto

killhim buthewould.Soonhewouldandmake

him suffer.Heneededhissistertobeokay

beforehefinishesthebastardoff.

Kitsosworeunderherbreath.IfKaoneisgoing

downthenshewillbeimplicatedandshedidn’t

wanttomesswithKgosi’s.Theywerea

powerfulhouseholdnameinthecountryand

theycanmaketheirliveshell.

RebaleftKaoneashewenttoSasha.Hepicked

herupandwalkedoutpassingthesergeanton

hiswayoutside.

Reba:thekidwhoisbleeding.Youknowwhatto

do,reportandstuffbutIwanttofinishhim off.

TheSergeantnodded.Thatsthereasonhehad



theKgosi’sonhispayroll.

Reba:LetsgetyoutothehospitalSasha.

Hewhisperedinherearandwalkedwithherto

hiscar.

Heplacedheratthebackseatandsteppedon

thegearashewenttothehospital.Hismother

wasgoingtofreakandhisgrandfatherwas

goingtomurdersomeone.

Heconnectedhisphonetothecaranddialed

hismother.

Reba:mother?

MmaKgosi:whatisit?

Herheartbeatslowlyasshewaitedtohear

whatRebahastosay.

.

.



.

.
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AtMmaKgosi’shouse

MmaKgosi:Whatisit?

Rebasighed.Thiswasgoingtobehardandhe

wasjustasangryhimselfandhewantedto

murdersomeone.

Reba:Sashahasbeenraped.Weareheadingto

thehospitalrightnow.

MmaKgosionlyheard‘Sashahasbeenraped’

TherestofReba’ssentencehadblurredasshe

triedtoprocessit.Herchildhasbeenraped

and…

Herheartratespedupasshestartedtobreath



heavily.Shestruggledtomaintainherbalance

asshestaggeredtryingtositdown.Whenshe

finallysatdownherheartratedidn’tevenslow

downasshestartedtoimaginethehorrendous

thingsdonetoheronlydaughter’sbody.

Sheheldherheartasshescreamed.Herheart

washeavyandhurtandsheclosedhereyes.

Katsoheardthescream andhegotoutofhis

room.Hesawhismotheronthesofaandslowly

walkedtoher.

Katso:mama?mama?tsoga(mom?mom?wake

up)

Hetriedtoshakeherawakeandhisheart

pulsatedashisfingershookwhenhecalled.

Katso:Reba?Kemama,she’sunresponsive.

Reba:Shit!CallanambulanceKatso.Fast.

RebahungupasKatsocalledforanambulance.



.

AtLaone’shouseinBroadhurstGaborone

Maddyscrolleddownpicturesofdresseson

facebook.

Maddy:mamaIwantthisdress,itspretty.

MmaSolomon:We’llcheckboutiqueson

Mondayalongwithyouraunt.Butbasically

that’swhatyouwant?youwantsomething

similartothat?

Maddynoddedandhermothersmiled.

Maddy:Mamapromisemeyou’llneverwearthat

dreadfuloutfit(cringing)

MmaSolomon:Ee(laughing)

MmaSolomon’sphonerangandsheanswered.

MmaSolomon:mogatsaka(myhusband)



RraSolomonchuckled.

RraSolomon:Hey,howareyou?

Maaddysawthatasachancetowalkout,that

wasadultbusiness.

MmaSolomon:good.Iarrivedkganteleandyes

Maduoisfineandyeswewon’tdepleteyour

bankaccount.

RraSolomon:Itsokay.

Theytalkedforoveranhourandshefilledhim

inonthegossipsheheardfrom Laoneandhe

toldherwhatshappeningatBobonong.

WhenshehungupLaonelookedather.

Laone:Ican’tbelievemyoldersistersantseele

lefourteen.

MmaSolomon:Yeiwena,I’m old.

Laone:You’reglowingthough,isthere

somethingIshouldknow?



MmaSolomon:no,Laoneyoulikeseeingthings

thatarenotthere.

Laone:KanaPreciousithappenedalongtime

ago.Letgo.

MmaSolomon:Idon’twanttogetmyhopesup

Laone.Idon’twanttohopeitiswhatIthinkitis

andthenthesamethinghappens.Itwillhurt

moresolet’snottalkaboutthis.

Laonenoddedherheadinunderstandingand

pouredaglassofwaterforhersister.

.

AtthePrivateHospitalinFrancistown

RebacalledKatso

Reba:Katsoifyou’reatapublichospital,give

yourphonetothenurse.

Katsodidsoandafterafewminutesthenurse

handedhisphonebacktohim andtoldhim they

aregoingtoaprivatehospital.



Rebawaitedforthedoctortofinishrunning

testsandexaminationsonSasha.Sheisgoing

tobesodevastatedanditwillbebettertocall

hisgrandfatherinthemorningwhenhe’sclear

headed.Butonewayoranothersomeoneis

goingtopayforhurtingher.

Hisphonebeepedanditwasamessagefrom

Katsostatingthattheyareontheirwaytoa

privatehospital.Hesighed.Beingtheheadofthe

KgosiEmpirewasonehellofataskandthat

includestakingcareofeachandeverysingle

familymember.

Hesatonthebenchandrubbedhis

stubble.Thatswhyhewantedhissistertostay

homeandstudy.Hedidn’twantsituationslike

thisbutitwasnotherfault.Noneofthiswas

Sasha’sfault.Itwasthatprick’sfault.

TheSergeantsenthim amessage.Theytook

theboyforquestioning.Hisbloodbegantoboil

yetagainashethoughtofkillingthesonofa



bitchforwhathedid.Nowhissisterwillhave

mentalissueswhenshewasjustfine,shewill

bescaredofeverymalewalkingplanetearth

andshewillneverbethesameagain.Hehated

him.Hejusthopedthatdoesn’tbecomea

scandal.Hedoesn’tneedascandalandhe

doubtsSashawouldappreciatetheattention.

HecalledhisPRmanager.Hepaysthem tobe

oncalltwentyfourseven.

Reba:Checkallthemediahousesandforce

them todeletetheirstoryregardingwhat

happenedatSelepa.Makesurenomediahouse

getsawhiffandalsochecksocialmediaandall

that.You’rethemanageranddowhatIpayyou

for.

Theotherpersonattheendofthelineagreed

andgotontoworkunlessshewantedtobe

fired.Hepaidreallywellandthiswastheonly

wayshecouldtakecareofherfamilyand

dealingwithKgosireputationwasherjob



description.

Rebaslippedhisphoneinthebackpocketof

hisjean.ThiswasmessybutheneedsSashato

pullthrough.

Thedooropenedandhesawnursesrushing

outtothepatient.HespottedKatsoandfigured

itwerehismother.

Katsomadehiswaytohim andsatdownonthe

benchesandherubbedhisjaw.

Reba:Shewillbefine.

Katso:Whyareyouhere?IsSashaokay?

Reba:No,she’snotokay.

Katso’sheartskippedashewaitedtohearwhat

Rebahastosay.Rebahatedtobethebearerof

badnewstohisfamilybuthewilltakecareof

everything.

Reba:Yoursisterhasbeenraped.

Katso’sheartshatteredastearswelledinhis



eyesandRebalookedathim.Katsowondered

howRebamanagedtonotshowanyemotion.It

wastheirsisterwhowashurtandknowing

Sashashemustbehysterical.

Reba:IwilldealwithitwhenSashaleaves

hospitalandthePolicewillprobablybehereby

morningforquestioningKatso.

Katso:shewillneverbefinewillshe?

Reba:No.Experienceslikethischangepeople.So

Idon’tthinkoursisterwilleverbethesame.The

leastyoucandoisbethereforher.

Rebasaidthatashedidn’trememberanyone

beingthere.Heshookhishead.Itwasnotthe

appropriatetimeforhim todwellonthepast.

HesatdownnexttoKatsowhostillhadtearsin

hiseyes.

Reba:don’tworry,sheisstrong.Sheisnota

Kgosifornothing.



Katsonoddedashetriedtoblinkthetears

away.That’swhyhismotherfainted.

Thedoctorapproachedthem andRebastood

uptogospeaktothedoctor.

Thedoctorswallowedassherealizedshewill

bespeakingwithRebabediKgosiandhelooked

hellafineinpersonthaninpictures.Shesawthe

wayhispoloneckhuggedhisbicepsandhow

hisstubblemadehim lookruggedandsexy.She

clearedherthroat.

Dr:MrKgosi,sheisstableandwetookblood

testsandrantestsonher.Therewasateardue

totheforceduringpenetrationsinceshewasa

virginaccordingtomyobservation.Whenshe

wakesupwewillgiveherARVsjustincaseand

alsomorningafterpillsinthecaseofthe

pregnancyassemenwasalsofound.Wetook

samplestokeepasevidenceforthepolice.

Rebabediclosedhiseyes.Hearingallofthis



abouthissisterwasjustabittoomuch.

Thedoctorlookedathim andshesilently

enviedthewomaninhislife,theonewho

comfortshim andshareshisbed.

Reba:Okay.Sowhenwillwegetthetestresults?

Hisvoicewassmoothtoo.

Dr:Asearlyastomorrowafternoonsincethelab

isclosedatthistimeofnight.

Reba:Ok.

Hedidn’tevenaskforhernamebutsheguess

hertaggavehim hername.Shewalkedtoher

officeandshekneweverythingaboutdoctor

patientconfidentialitybutshejustwantedto

rubitinhersister’sfacethatshespokewiththe

RebabediKgosi.Imeantheniggaislowkey

abouthispersonallifeandstillhighprofilein

business.Nooneknowsalotabouthim andhe

hasmanagedtoshieldtheKgosisfrom any

mediaexposure.Whowouldhaveguessedhe



hadasistereven?

Thedoctorsatinherofficeassheremovedher

shoes.ShethankedGodshewasonthenight

shiftorelseshewouldn’thavemetthe

gorgeousspecimeninthewaitingroom.

Shedialedhersister’snumber.

Dr:GuesswhoIspoketo?

Thuto:who?kanawenaTumiodelusional.

Tumi:IjusttalkedtotheRebabedi.

Thutoscreamedattheendoftheline.

Thuto:shutthefuckup!Who?maakaTumi!

Tumi:Iswear.

Thuto:yoh!Ishehotlikethepictures?

Tumi:hottersis.ButanywayIhavetogo.

Thuto:I’m sojealousrightnow.

Tumi:Sharpokwaa!



Shehungupandputherphoneawayandtook

SashaKgosi’smedicalfile.Crushesasidebut

whathappenedtoherwasdevastating.She

must’vebeendruggedbecausetherewasno

evidenceofastruggle.Shewroteherown

observationsbecauseshehadaguessthatthe

policewillbetheretomorrowmorningto

investigate.Thismustbedevastatingtothe

family.

TheydidwhattheycanandMrKgosiwasnot

complainingatallsoshewouldmakesureshe

doesherjobtothebestofherabilities.
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AtBroadhurst,Laone’shouse

MaddyansweredThabi’sincomingcall.

Thabi:ItalkedwithpeopleandasIsaidIgotyou.



Maddy:soundslikegoodnews.

Thabi:Bogosiwillbeyourdate.

Maddy:ohmygod!Shutthefrontdoor.Hewillbe

mydate?

Thabi:yep.Isenthim yourwhatsappdials.Hope

that’sfine?

Maddy:itsmorethanfine.

Thabi:letlabuakabobedijwalona.(youguys

willtalk)

Maddy:thanksfriend.You’realifesaver.AndI

thinkwecanhangoutkaTuesday,MondayI

havetogototownwithmom tocheckoutstuff.

Thabie:finebyme.youknowourusualspot.

Maddy:okay.bye.

ThabiehungupandcalledBogosi.

Thabi:moshishikewena,kegoconnectile(you



coward,Iconnectedyou)

Bogosi:sheagreed?

Thabie:Itoldyoumygirlischilled.whyareyou

allscaredofher?

Bogosi:sheisalwaysseriouswiththathigh

ponytailofherandthoseglassesonhereyes.

Thabie:mxm!Sheisabigsoftie.

Bogosi:shewon’tbitemyheadoff?

Thabie:noman!buthurtherI’llkillyou.Sheislike

asistertome.

Bogosi:youhavemyword.

Shehungupandsmiled.Herplandidcome

together.Playingcupidissonice.

MeanwhileMaddyheadedtothesittingroom



andwatchedtv,oblivioustohermother’ssilent

sobbinginthebathroom.

MmaSolomonshookherhead.Thiscouldn’t

be.Whatifithappensagain?Howwillher

husbandtoreacttoit?hewillbehappybutwhat

ifitstakenfrom them again?Shecan’t.It

couldn’tbe.

Sheshookherheadonceagainasthetears

streameddownhercheeksandshebither

lowerlipsohardthatshetastedbloodso

nobodycouldhearhersobs.Thiswasnot

supposedtohappen.

Shesatonthetoiletseatasshecontemplated

herchoices.Howcanshenotstresswhenher

onlylivingchildwillbetakenawayfrom her?She

needstotellherhusbandfirst.Yessheneedsto

dothatfirst.Maybetheywillcomeupwithaway

topreventthepastfrom repeating.

Shewipedhertearsthatmixedwithhermucus



afterthecrying.Shewashedherfaceandher

eyesstilllookedalittlepuffy.Shewilllive.She

walkedoutofthebathroom andMaddywasso

engrossedwiththetvandshewasgladshe

didn’tnoticeher.

.

AtthePrivateHospitalinFrancistown

RebahandedKatsocoffeefrom thecafeteriaas

Katsorubbedhiseyes.

Katso:mom andSashaawake?

Reba:no,drinkup

Heheldthehotcoffee.Cannotbelievehespent

thenightinhospital.

RebawalkedawayandKatsosawhim pullhis

phoneout.Hedidn’tevenknowhowhisbrother

managedeverything.Hehadmassiverespect

forhim now.

Rebadialedhisgrandfather’snumber.Theold



manwasgoingtoflipalright.

Reba:Ntatemogolo

Kgosi:Rebabedi,somethinghappeneddidn’tit?

Reba:ee,nkukuokae?(yes,whereisgrandma)

Kgosi:she’shere,whathappened?

Reba:youmightwanttostepawayfrom her

causeIalsowon’tbeabletodealwithher

faintingonceshehearswhatIhavetosay.

Kgosi:haontshosajaana,akoobue.(you're

scaringmenow,talk)

Reba:wellmysister,yourgranddaughterhas

beenraped.

Refacouldhearhisgrandfather’sheavy

breathing.



Reba:ntatedon’tgetaheartattack,Sashaneeds

youandyoucan’tdieonus.Welltheyoungones

needyou.

Kgosi:isshegoingtobealright?didyoufindthe

personwhodidthis?

Reba:I’lltakecareofallthedetails.Youcan

comethissideandbethereforher.Sheneeds

herfamily.

Kgosi:Youreallyaremyson’sson.

Rebabedijusttriednottorollhiseyes.

Reba:Youputmeinchargeofeveryone,Ithink

yourdutiescanwaitforaweek.I’lltrytogetout

ofthemeetingsandmybusyschedulethis

week.ButKatsogoestoschool.

Kgosi:butyoushouldknowImakethe

importantdecisions.

Reba:goodbye!

Hehungup.HewalkedovertowhereKatsowas



asthedoctorwhowasspeakingwithhim last

nightapproachedthem.

Tumi:MrKgosi,MsKgosiisawake.

Reba:Katsogoseeherfirst.

Katsostoodupandthedoctortoldhim the

room number.Helefthisbrotherwiththedoctor.

Reba:thepolicewillbemakingtheirwayhere

around9am,soifyouwouldmakeastatement

forthem thatwouldbehighlyappreciated.

Shenodded.

Tumi:ofcourse,I’lldothatbeforeIleave.

Reba:thankyou.

Shenoddedandwalkedtoheroffice.Hisvoice

willnevertireher.Itshuskyanddeepand

smoothandeverything.

Rebadrankhisnowcoldcoffeewhichwas

muchmorebitterthanwhenitshot.



Hismotherwouldbefine,themainprioritywas

Sashaandhowtheycanhelpherpullthrough

thisdifficulttime.Heneededsomewhiskeyon

thedouble.Herememberedhehadahouse

guestwhohadprobablybeenwaitingthewhole

nightforhim.

HedialedRachel’snumber.Hehasbeencalling

alotofpeopleasoflateandhedidn’tlike

talkingtopeoplethatmuch.Butheneededto

getRacheloutofhishouse.

Rachel:MorningReba,Youdidn’tcomeba-

Reba:Ihadsomefamilyissuestoattendto.just

leavethepremisesandyouknowthedrill

Rachel.

Rachelsighedattheendoftheline.Sheknewit

alrightbutifitsonethingaboutRebawasthat

herarelyliedsowhenhesaidhehadfamily

issueshehadthem andthatwasasfarhewas

willingtoelaborateonthings.



Rachel:Okay.Bye

Hehunguponher.Sheputherphonedownand

wenttotakeahotshowerfirst.Shesignedupto

havesexwiththisweirdguyandshejust

wishedforanormalrelationshipwithhim.After

thesexwhichisfarfrom beingordinaryhe

wouldgivehertheaftercaresheneededand

thenwhenhewasdonehewouldleaveherto

sleepalonewhileheheadedtohisroom.

Yep!Rebabediwasweird.Shepulledherpanties

onandclaspedherbrabackon.Shewouldheal

justfinethiswholeweekandbesidesshewas

stillsoretoeventrytoconvincehim tolether

comeduringtheweekwhichwassomething

sheknewheneverdidunlesshewasreally

stressed.Pushingherheadthroughthewhite

polonecktopandthenproceedingtowearher

blackjeanswhilewincingfrom thepainof

pullingthem upherassasshewasthinking

abouthim.



Shetiedherblondehairintoabunanddidher

makeuptohidethebagsunderhereyesand

madesureherblueeyeswereverymuch

noticed.

Shepackedherstuffleavingnotraceofher

everbeingintheroom likealwaysandwalked

out.

.

AtSelepa,Francistown

Kitsopackedherclothes.Yesterdaytherewasa

lotofdramaandshewillormightbe

implicated.ShefinallysawRebabediandshe

knewhewasSasha’sbrother.Shedidn’tthink

herplanthroughandnowshewon’tbeableto

checkonSashaandmaybeconvinceherthat

Kaoneislyingwhichhewillnotbutstill.

Theothercampuskidshadgottenoverthefact

thattheysawRebabediandwellhewas

everythingandeverything.



Shetoldtheothersshe’sgoingbackhome.She

needstothinkbutKaonewon’timplicateher,it’s

hisfaultthatSasha’sbrothercaughthim.She

shookherhead.Sheneedstothink.

ShecheckedherphoneandfoundJosh’s

missedcalls.Andthatoneisgoingtokillherbut

sheneedsthemoneybuthewillkillher

regardless.Herlifeismessedupandthisjust

meanssheandSashawillnolongerbefriends

again.

Shestoppedataxiandaskedittotakeherto

town.

.

AtthePrivateHospital,Francistown

RebawalkedinsideSasha’sroom withthe

Policeintow.SashalookedatRebawithtearsin

hereyes.

Reba:Theyareheretotalktoyouaboutwhat

happened,Igavethem mystatementandtryto



bestrong.I’llseeyouaftertheyleaveok?

Sashanoddedastearsfelldownher

cheeks.Rebajustwipedhertearswithhis

thumb.

Reba:we’llgetthroughthisSasha,justtalkto

them formeokay?

ShenoddedandRebawalkedout.

Hertearsfelldownhercheeks.Shewassucha

fool.

Sashatoldthem whathappenedtothetimeshe

gotdizzyandthat’swhenshebecame

unconscious.

Thepoliceofficerswrotedownherstatement

andthankedherforhercooperation.

AssoonastheywalkedoutRebawalkedinand

hesatonachairnexttoherbed.

Reba:I’m sorrythishappenedtoyou.

Sasha:Ishouldn’thavebeentothatpartyinthe



firstplace.Itsmyfaultand…..

Sheusedherhandstocoverherface.

Sasha:Whodidthis?Whodefiledme

Rebabedi(screaming)justtellmebecauseI

alreadyfeelsocheap.

Rebalookedather,shewillcrymoreandhe

honestlydoesnotknowhowtocomforta

cryingperson.

Reba:Sashacalm down.

Hepressedtheemergencybuttonasthedoctor

camerushingin.

Reba:can’tyougivehersomethingtocalm

down?

Tumi:I-

Sasha:tellmeReba(crying)Iwanttoknow

please!!
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AtthePrivateHospital,Francistown

MmaKgosiwokeupandshefoundReba

lookingather.Tearsfilledhereyes.Itcouldn’tbe

true.

MmaKgosi:It’snottruerightRebabedi?

Reba:I’m afraiditismother,I’m afraiditis...

MmaKgosi’stearstrickleddownhercheeks

andshefrownedlookingathowcalm Reba

was.howcanhebesocalm whentheirfamily

hadbeenhitbyyetanothertragedy?Howcanhe

actlikeeverythingisnormalwhenitsnot?

Reba:Rest,Sashaisingoodhandsand

ntatemogoloshouldbeherebythe

evening.Rest.Yourbloodpressureisworrying

thedoctorssorest,Sashawillbefine.

Hewalkedoutofhismother’shospitalroom



andstoodbythedoorofSasha’sroom asthe

doctorgavehersomethingtostabilizeher.He

shouldlookforatherapistforher,itmight

actuallyhelpherdealwiththetraumaandtalk

abouteverythingthoughshewasunconscious

andhejustcan’twipethepictureofhisbaby

sistersprawledonthatbedwithbloodandthat

bastardclaimingshewashisgirlfriend.He

clenchedhisfistsashisjawclenchedand

unclenched.

TumiwalkedwalkedoutofSasha’sroom and

shesawMrKgosi.

Tumi:Myshifthascometoanend,Iwillassign

anotherdoctortoyoursistersir.

Reba:ThankyouDr.

Shewalkedaway.Hestilldidn’tevenaskforher

name,justsaidthankyou.Shechastisedherself

againstRebabediKgosi.

‘He’swayaboveyourleague’Tumiwhisperedto



herselfasshegotinsideherofficeand

removedthedoctor’scoatandthestethoscope.

Shefixedherblouseandtuckeditcarefullyin

herwhitepants.Changingshoessheworethe

stilettoesshecamewith,wasshereallydoing

thistogetReba’sattention.Shesighedandtook

herhandbagandwalkedoutofheroffice.She

sawhim holdingacupofcoffee.Helookedup

andherheartstopped.Hethendrankhiscoffee

andshewalkedpasthim.Sheisnothisthat’s

forsure.Itisjustachildishcrushonagrown

asswoman.

Shetextedhersisterasshewalkedoutofthe

hospitalheadingtohercar.

Tumi:oapeileakere?(youcooked)

Thuto:Ihadalatenight,workingasawaitressis

nojoke.



Tumi:Ialsohadalatenight.

Thuto:Nnammakarobala,otlabonagoreo

tswatswajang.(Iam sleeping,you'llseewhatto

do)

Tumisighedandshegotinsidethecarasshe

putherphoneonthepassengerseatanddrove

off

.

AtBroadhurst,Gaborone

MaddydishedSundaylunchwhenatextcame

in.

Unknownnumber:KeMaduo

Maddyfrownedlookingattheunknown

number.Shewantedtoignorethetext.She



shouldprobablyignoreit.

Maddy:Mama,mmangwane.Dijodi

siame.(mom,aunt.Thefoodisready)

Laone:Coming

MmaSolomon:OapeileengMaduo?(mealof

thedayMaduo)

Shesmiled.

Maddy:FishwithanicesidecourtesyofChef

alaMaddy(Shouting)

Sheheardheraunt’slaughterastheywalked

insidethekitchen.

Laone:WellchefMaddyoutdidherself.

Maddy:Thankyou,mom areyouokay?

MmaSolomonfeltthenauseacoming,the

food.It’sthefood.



ShenoddedandwalkedoutasMaddylookedat

hermotheroddly.Wasthefoodnotuptoher

standard?Didshedosomethingwrong?

Maddy:Keirilengsesephoso?(DidIdo

somethingwrong?)

Laone:nothing,thefoodlooksdelicious.Maybe

she’snotinthemoodforfish.

Maddy:isthatall?Icanmakesomething

differentforher….

Laone:tlogela…letmegotalktoyourmom

Maduonoddedandshewatchedherauntwalk

out.Shetookoutherphoneandlookedatthe

unknownnumber.Curiosityatethecornersof

hermind.

Shetextedthenumberback.

Maddy:Kemang?(whoisit?l



Shelookedatthephonescreentillthemessage

alerttonebeeped.

Shereadthemessageandsmiled.

Unknownnumber:Bogosi,Rethabilegaveme

yournumber

Shesighed.Bogosi.

Maddy:Let’stalkononWhatsAppIhaveafew

suggestionsabouthowweshouldmatchfor

Prom.

Laonewasinthebedroom withhersister.Her

suspicionshadbeenspoton,shewaspregnant.

Laone:Whyareyousostressedaboutitnow?

MmaSolomon:whatifthisonedoesnot

surviveagain?KanakatswabaloibaBobonong



bankgatilehlemmawena.(Isuspectthe

witchesatBobonong)

Laone:Prayaboutit.

MmaSolomon:waikutlwagorewarengne

Laone?Ihadtwostillborns,twomiscariagesand

totopthelist?Ilostmyoneyearoldwhen

Maduowasfive,ketswelele?Maduoismyonly

livingchild.WhyshouldIgrowattachedtothis

childwhenI’m goingtolosehim orher?Why

Laone?nnakaloiwakagobolella.(areyou

listeningtoyourselfrightnowLaone?,Ihadtwo

stillborns,twomiscarriagesandtotopthelist?I

lostmyoneyearoldwhenMaduowas

five,shouldIcontinue?Maduoiamyonlyliving

child.WhyshouldIgrowattachedtothischild

whenIam goingtolosehim orher?Why

Laone?Theyarebewitchingme,I'm tellingyou)



Laone:Preshmiraclesdohappen.

MmaSolomon:Wasimollaakerewena!Ae!Gape

thisoneisrisky,I’m 40forcryingoutloudandit

canhavecomplications.IfIcanhaveastillborn

attheripeageof35whatmorethis?I’vehad

enoughandIhadacceptedthatMaduoismy

onlychild.(you'restartingagain,!no!)

Laone:JustgotochurchandbelieveGodwill

helpyou.

MmaSolomon:IbelievedandbelievedandIstill

lostfivechildren.Ican’ttota.Sothisone,Iwon’t

getattachedandpinmyhopesthatIwillgive

birthtoahealthychild.Sothere.Kemoimanayo

osaratengthefactthatshe’spregnant.Andle

beeletlhapielekgakalalennabathong.(Iam a

pregnantwomanwhohatesthefactthatshe's

pregnant.Andkeepthatfishawayfrom me)



Laonelaughedasshehuggedheroldersister.

Whathadhappenedtoherwerejust

misfortunes.Shewillkeepherinherprayers.

Laone:whatdoyouwanttoeatthen?

MmaSolomon:Porridgeisfine.

Laone:onit,tomorrowyouandMaduohaveto

lookforthedress.

MmaSolomon:weneverhadthesethingskana

butatleastIgettodoitwithher.

Laone:Yes.Iwillfindamakeupartistfortheday

anddoesshehaveaProm date?

MmaSolomon:Prom date?Iwillhaveto

approveofhim ifshehasone…

Laone:Shegrewupsofast.

MmaSolomon:IknowandIdidn’twantherto

growupreally.

Laone:You’llhaveababytokeepyoucompany.



MmaSolomon:canwenottalkaboutit?

Laonenoddedastheywalkedoutoftheroom

andfoundMaddywatchingTV.

Maddy:ImissedTVsomuchandyou

subscribedforNetflixwhichissocool.Mama

lepapabaganakoBobonongandwouldrather

dragmetothefarms.

Laone:Lemoirasentle(That'sgood)

Maddy:Ithoughtyouwereonmyside,so

mamagaretsenakoBobonongreya

masimo?(somom whenwegettoBobonong

we'regoingtothelands?)

MmaSolomon:Thatdependsonyourdadbaby,

waitsegoreorataleruolagagwejang.(you

knowheloveshislivestock)



Maddy:Thata.Anywaythefoodisintheoven.

Theysmiledlookingather.Shewassucha

humblechildandMmaSolomonwasnotready

tolethergoasofyet.Whatiftheywaitedfora

yearbutjustnotnow?Shewasstilltooyoung.

.

.

Youropinionsandviewsreallyhelped

guys.Thankyou.Consistencyisgoingtobekey

from now ♀
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AtMmaKgosi’shouseafewdayslater

Kgosisatdownonthecouchwithhiswife

Florence.



Sashawassleepinginherroom andhis

daughterinlawwascontinuouslycheckingon

her.

Rebalookedathisgrandfatherand

grandmother.

Reba:ThetwoinvolvedinthisareunderPolice

custody,asIsaidIgotthis.

Kgosi:Rebabedidon’tgettoobigforyourboots.

Rebagavehisgrandfatheraboredlook.

Reba:asIwassayingntatemogoloSashawas

setupbysomeonesheconsidersafriendas

muchasmyhomeisofflimitstomysiblingsI

willmakeanexceptionforSasha.Mymother

suffersfrom highbloodpressureandlaitse

goreSashawagoganagoyaBobonong.(and

youknowthatSashaisnotgoingtoagreetogo

toBobonong)



Florence:Rebabediisrightthough,ngwanao

wetswekeseruandafamiliargroundwillhelp

herheal.(Atragedyhasbefallenthechildanda

familiargroundwillhelpherheal)

Kgosi:Movingonfrom Sasha,Rebayoudo

knowyourduty.

Reba:andmylifehastobedictatedbyyou

ntatemogolo?

Kgosi:I’m lookingafteryourbestinterestsboy

soshowsomerespect.

Reba:Irespectyoubutthereisnoneedto

extendyourauthoritytomypersonallife.

Kgosi:I’m choosingsomeonewhoiswellbred

andwhowillbeabletobearachildforyou.

Reba:kengwana.Ngwana.Youngerthanmy

sisterand…..(She'sachild.Achild.)



Kgosi:theyoungerthebetterbesidesit’snotas

ifshewillhaveasay,allshehastodoistobear

youtheKgosiheirandwellifyouwantto

divorceher?Finebutsheleavesthechild.

Reba:TheysayI’m heartlessbutyoutakethe

cup.

Kgosi:asIsaidIhavethefamily’sbestinterests

atheart.

Reba:Canyoudowhatyoudobestwhichis

rulingthevillageandstayfarawayfrom my

personallife..

TheoldmanstoodupandRebalookedathim.

Kgosi:YouknowIcanstilldestroyyou

Rebabedi,Youknowit.Nowlistenboy,youhave



alottolearnanditwilldoyougoodtodoasI

say.

Rebabedibroketheeyecontactashepunched

thewallandhisgrandmothergasped.

Florence:bothofyoustopthis.Whatifwelet

Rebabedimakehischoiceforawife?

Kgosi:gadigoamemosadi.Rebabediwee,you

willdoasIsay.(theydon'tconcernyouwoman)

Reba:Ineedsomefreshair.

Kgosi:Rebabedi!(shouting)Reba!!Rebabedi!!

Hewalkedoutandhedecidedtowalkoutofthe

yard.

Hewalkedaroundthestreetwithhishands

deepinhispockets.Thatoldmanis

manipulativeandheknowsit.Damnhim!And

damnhim againfortryingtocontrolhislife.



Hewalkedaroundashetriedtocollecthis

thoughts,hehatesbeingforcedintoacorner

andhehatesnothavinganupperhandon

things.Andheleftthedamnedphonebackat

thehouse.Nowhehastofacetheoldman.

.

AtGaborone

MmaSolomon:Youlooksobeautiful,Ican’t

believethisisyou.

Maddy:Thedressfitsperfectlymama.

MmaSolomon:yesitdoesMaduoandthat

purplewhichisnotexactlypurpleisjustwow!

Maddy:Sowe’retakingitakeremama?

MmaSolomon:Yesandtheshoes.Thoseones

whicharekindofthelightestshadeof

purple.turquoiseright?Theylookprettywiththat

dress.

Maddy:Theydoright?Iwishpapawashere



MmaSolomon:metoobabybutwe’llsendhim

lotsofphotos.Loadsofphotos.Letmepayfor

allofthisthenwecandogetyournails

done.Wareyourprom dateisallsetakere?

Maddy:yep!Mom youmetthekidmalobaandhe

saidyouscaredhim.

MmaSolomon:Idon’ttrustboysaroundyousoI

hadtherighttoscarehim andyouspeakasif

you’renotakidMaddy….

Sheshookherheadasshetrailedbehindher

motherandtextedBogositellinghim thatthe

purplewasthetheme.

Sheputherphoneawayashermotherpaidfor

theshoesanddressanditwashellaexpensive.

MmaSolomon:tomorrowwearegoingtoget

yournailsandhairdonesowemightaswell

chooseahairstylemadame.

Maddy:Iwantedtobesimpleandelegant.CanI

likegetthisrealBrazilianweavesthatcanbe



madeintoabun?tsagotshwanaleboBonang

Matheba?(thoseonessimilartoBonang

Matheba's)

MmaSolomon:Ok,youdoknowitscostly.

Maddy:mamaIknow,I’llpayyouanddadonceI

startearningmoneykoFinance.IdidtellyouI

willberunningthestreetsofWallStreet.Its

maledominatedbuthey..

Hermotherchuckled.

MmaSolomon:okayMrsWallStreet,foodnow.

MmaSolomonwalkedwithMaddytoKFCand

shereallydidwanttheirchicken.

Maddy:Mamasolike….

MmaSolomonlistenedawayasMaduotalked

andshetalkedanawfullotwhenshewaswith

her.

MmaSolomon:IhearyouMaduo.



Maddy:kannetemama?kanaI’m serious.Idid

myresearchaboutit.Ifpapacanletmejustat

leasthelpkamanagement.(reallymom?)

MmaSolomonlaughed.

MmaSolomon:let’sseeifyourdadwillgiveyou

achance.

Maddy:aah!Anywaywe’lltalkplusIwanttoearn

moneywhilewaitingformyresults.

MmaSolomon:smartgirl.

Maddy:yescauseIhavetwosmartparents.

MmaSolomon:I’m sogladyoudon’twantto

becomeadoctor,imaginetreatingthecorona

virus12hoursmaxwithnobreakifeneekatla

moBotswana.(ifitwaswastoaffectBotswana)

Maddy:Mamabutyouworkinahospitalso…



Maduoshruggedhershouldersandhermother

hitherwithherwithherpurseandMaduo

laughed.

Maddy:kennetethough.(itsthetruththough)

MmaSolomon:whatever,letmegoorderobatla

eng?(letmegoorderwhatdoyouwant?)

Maddy:acrusherandanyburgerisfine.

MmaSolomonjoinedthequeue.

ThemanwhohadbumpedintoMmaSolomon

atthetaxiranknoticedherandhewasblown

away.Hadthatdreadfullookbeenacoverup

becausethewomanherehadletherweave

looseandshewaswearingsomefigure

hugginglongdressandsandals.Peoplehideall

that?

Heapproachedherandwellhewasstillblown



away.

Man:Hi.

MmaSolomonignored.Thepersoncouldnotbe

speakingtoherright?

Man:mam,kenekeredumela.(Mam,Isaidhello)

Sheturnedandshefrowned.

MmaSolomon:DoIknowyousir?

Man:youbumpedintometheotherday…

Sheremembered.

MmaSolomon:Oh!Ireallyam sorryaboutthat.

Man:Inevergottointroducemyself,kenna

TerrencebutyoucancallmeTerry.

MmaSolomon:OkayTerrence,pleasure

meetingyou.Precious.

Terrynoddedhelookedather.Shewas

beautiful,heknewtherewaspotentialandhe



hadseenitjustnow.

MmaSolomonwenttothecounterandordered

themeal.

Terry:areyoualone?icankeepyoucompany.

MmaSolomon:Sir,Idon’tsitattableswith

strangemenandhaveapleasantday.

Hewatchedhergositatatablewherethere

wasateenagertypingonherphone.

Heplacedhisorderandsatatatablenearby.

Girl:Mamakagobolellakana,Iknowpapawill

agreewithme.(mom,I'm tellingyou,Iknowdad

willagreewithme)

Precious:yourfathersideswithhiswife

child.Haiwabuahlemmasetseo

tlhodia.(You'realreadybeingtooloudgosh)



Terrywasinterested.Shehadadaughter?She

mustbeastepdaughterright?Shelookedway

tooyoungtohaveateenagedaughter.He

lookedatthemarriedwomanandthegirland

hespottedthesimilarities.Shemustbeher

daughterthen.

MmaSolomonrubbedhertemples.Today

Maduowastalkingwaytoomuchandshe

wantedsomepeaceandquiet.Whentheirorder

wasbeingcalledforshegaveMaduothe

receipt.

MmaSolomon:Tsamaya.(go)

Maddy:Mamasorry.I’llshutupbutI….

MmaSolomon:mmaakootsamaye(justgo)

Maduosighed.

Maddy:finebutsorry…Youlistenand…



Shenoticedhermotherwasnolongerpaying

attentionandshewenttogettheirorder.She

gotcarriedawaywithtalkingawholelot.

.

.

.

AWEEKLATER

.

.
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AtReba’shouse

RebahandedSashaacupofcoffee.

Sasha:Youdon’thavetodothis,Icangohome

kogomama,youdon’thavetobabysit.



Reba:kidquitcomplaining.Howareyoufeeling?

Sasha:Worthless.Useless.Cheap.Awhore.Trash.

Shesaidwithtearsinhereyes.Shewasn'tokay

atallwithwhathappenedtoher.

Reba:youdoknowit’snotyourfaultright?

Shenoddedasshesippedonthecoffee.

Sasha:butIwished(sigh)Ihadlistenedtomygut

ganeerekesekakatsamaya(whenitsaid

don'tgo).Imeanhowam Isupposedtoform

normalrelationships?

Reba:WithtimeIguess...

Sasha:soyouwereabletomoveonfrom the

timethey…



Reba:Sashawahetelela,thatisnoneofyour

business.(Sashayou'regoingtoofar,thatis

noneofyourbusiness)

Sasha:ok.ButtothinkIlikedtheguyandI

trustedmyfriend....Likeshewastheonlyfriend

Ihad.HowdoImoveonfrom that?

Reba:That’swhyIrecommendtherapy.

Sasha:didyoualsogettherapy?

Reba:Sasha….

Sashabackedoffthetopicshewantedtoraise.

Sasha:ButIstillfeeldirtyandallthat.Iwas

unconsciouswhenithappenedbut….

Tearswelledinhereyesasshedrankfrom her

mugavoidingeyecontactwithherbrother.Reba

sighed.



Reba:Thisisaonetimething,comehere.

Heopenedhisarmsforher.

Sasha:totouchyou?

Sheaskedskeptically.Thatwasunusual.

Reba:YouwanttocryandI’m offeringmyarms,I

don’tusuallydothis.

Sheputhermugdownandjustplacedherhead

onhislap.

Sasha:Ijustwantedtohavefunandbehappy

nowI’llbemiserablefortherestofmylife

becauseofthatonerecklessdecision(Crying)I…

Reba:you’llbeokaySasha,..

Sasha:Idon’tfeellikemeanymoreReba.

Reba:Iunderstandbetterthananyone,start

therapyokay?Itwilldoalotforyouandyou’re



stillpretty.

Sashasobbedonhislapashepushedher

weaveaside.

Sasha:I…I’m sorryforb..b..beingdifficult.

Reba:It’sinthepast.Don’ttalknow.

Sasha:you’rebeingsweettome.

Rebachuckled.Hewasfarfrom beingsweet.

Reba:I’m notsweet,thisisaonetimethingand

don’ttellanyone…

Sashasmiledabitassheliftedherheadto

placeitonhiswidechest.

Sasha:yoursecretissafewithmebro…Buthow

am Ireallydate?

Reba:Ifthereissuchthingastherightguyhe

willunderstandbutfornowfocusonschool

andtrytoheal.Don’trushintothingsyou’renot



readyfor.Thepersonwhodidthisisabastard

anddon’tletthisdefineyouokaySasha?

Sasha:ok…

Shewasreallycomfortableandshedidn’tknow

herbrotherhadthissidetohim.

Sasha:Ihavetotestifyincourtnow...

Reba:Itisgoingtobehardbutbestrong

okay?JusticewillgetservedandIwillmake

sureofit..

Sasha:Whatiftheylethim off?(sobbing)

Reba:Sashatrustmetheywon'tlethim off.Iwill

makesureofitokay?



Shenoddedandhegentlyrubbedherback.She

closedhereyesandtriedtocalm down.

Reba:whenareyoustartingtherapy?

Sasha:Willithelp?

Reba:awholelot...It'sokay...

Shekeptquiet.Shewillseewhattodo.She

didn'tknowhowtomoveonfrom this

honestly.Howshegottothispointinherlife

wasbeyondher.

.

AtBroadhurst,Gaborone

Maddysmiledasshetwirledinfrontofthe

mirror.



Shelovedthelook.Itwasadream cometrue.

Laone:Maduogaohetsenemma?(Maduoare

youdoneyet?)

Maddy:Almost,bepatientguys.

MmaSolomon:(muttering)retlilegobewake

mothoha(sheisgoingtokeepuswaiting)

Maduotwirledoncemoreasshelookedather

reflection.

Shelookedallgrownup.Notexactlygrownup

butclose.Shesmiled.

MmaSolomon:Maduoshouldwecomein?alot

ofpeoplearealreadywaitingforyou...

Maduobreathedinandoutbeforeshewentto

openthedoor.

Shepulledthedoorhandleandshegaspedas

sheblinkedacoupleoftimes.

Maduo:myGod..mama...aah...



MmaSolomon:Surprise..

Maduohuggedherfathertightasheheldhis

daughterinhisarms.

Maduo:weren'tyoubusykoBobonong?

RraSolomon:andmissyourprom?

Maduo:mamayouhadahandinthis...thankyou.

Herfatherlethergoandheldheratarm's

length.

RraSolomon:ontsemontlegore..Wagalalela

naletsanayame(youlooksobeautiful...you're

glowingmystar)

Maduolookeddownassheblushed.

Laone:Familyreunionover...Pictures...pictures...

TheyallchuckledastheylookedatLaonewho

hadhercameraready..

MmaSolomontookherhusband'shandasthey

walkedtothelounge..



Laonelookedatthesmallfamilyasshesmiled

sadly.Shewasstillsingleandshehadnokids..

Timewasrunningout.Shewon'tstayyoung

forever.

Sheshookherheadasshestartedsnapping

pictures.

Maduosmiledgleefully.Prom didthethings

today..herfatherbeingherewaseverythingfor

her.

Laone:Precioushlemmasmile..

MmaSolomonsmiledatthecameraunaware

ofthelovinglookherhusbandwasgivjngher

Laonecapturedthatmomentandshegrinned.

Adoorknockinterruptedthefamilymoment.

LaoneopenedthedoorandgaveBogosiastern

look.

Bogosiclearedhisthroatashelookeddown

beforeheraisedhishead.



Bogosi:Goodeveningmam,Iam Maduo'sdate

forprom andIcametopickherup.

Laoneraisedaneyebrowbeforeshebrokeinto

afullongrin.

Laone:sure,comeonin..

Bogosiwalkedinwithhisheartbeatingwildlyin

hischest.

RraSolomongavehim oneglanceandhe

swallowedhard.

Heneededtogetthisoveranddonewith.

HesatdownandfacedMaduo'sfather.

Bogosi:Dumelang..KennaBogosi

Charles.(Hi..I'm BogosiCharles)

HeextendedhishandandMrSolomonnodded

ashelookedathishand.Bogosiquickly

retractedhishand.

Maduolookedathermotherandhermother

justshrugged.



RraSolomon:soyou'reherprom date?

Bogosi:yessir..

RraSolomon:youdoknowsheisunderage.

Bogosi:eerra(yessir)

RraSolomon:howarewesupposedtotrustyou?

Bogosi:I..I.Icamewithadriverandhereismy

parent'snumber..

Hetookoutabusinesscardthathadhis

parent'snumbersandgaveittoMrSolomon.

Bogosi:Ifanythinghappens,Iam

accountable.Youcanalsocallthem.Theyhired

thecar.

RraSolomonnodded.

Heseemedgoodenough.

RraSolomon:Iam entrustingyouwithmy

daughtertonight..bringherbackhomesafeor

elseallhellwillbreakloose.



Bogosiswallowedalumpasherepeatedly

nodded.

RraSolomonstoodupandhelpedMaduostand.

Hekissedhercheek.

RraSolomon:staysafe..

Maduo:thankyoudaddy..

Laonetookphotos.Memoriesareimportant.

MaduowalkedoutwithBogosi.Hewasagood

lookingguy.Sweettoo.

Heopenedthecardoorforherandshelifted

herdressupasshesteppedinside.Bogosi

walkedtotheothersideofthecarandgot

inside.

Thecarstartedbeforeitdroveofftothevenue.

Maduo:(laughing)olegatlapawaitse

Bogosi(You'reacowardBogosi)Howcanyoulet

myfatherintimidateyou?



Bogosichuckledashelookedather.

Bogosi:yourfatherisscaryMaddy.

Maduo:Thislookslikesonethingfrom the

movies..

Bogosi:Youarestunning...

MaduotwidledwithherthumbsandBogosi

liftedherheadupwithhisthumb.

Bogosi:Youaretheonemakingallofthis

perfectMaddy..

NowshewasfullbonblushingandBogosi

gentlyrubbedhercheek.

Bogosi:Igotthisforyou..

Hehandedherroses.Heopenedasmallbox

andtookoutabracelet

Bogosi:alsoforyou...thisisyourstokeep.

Maduo:Youdon'thaveto..

Bogosi:Iwantedto..



Hetookherhandandgentlykissedit.Maduo

feltallgiddy.Wow.

.

.
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.
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AtBroadhurst,Gaborone

MmaSolomonsmiledassheheldher

husband'shand.

MmaSolomon:sheisallgrownupandthank

youforcominghere.

RraSolomon:Iwouldn'tmissitfortheworld...

TherewassilenceandLaonejustexcused

herself.

MmaSolomonsighedasshelookedather

husband.Shehadalreadythoughtaboutit.

MmaSolomon:uhm...

Herhusbandlookedatherandshedroppedher

head.

RraSolomon:whatisit?

MmaSolomonchangedhermind.Shewasnot

goingtotellhim.Itwasbetterthatway.



MmaSolomon:justtired...Planningherprom

stuffwasexhausting..

Herubbedherthighassheplacedherheadon

hischest.

RraSolomon:Youwillrestoncewe'rehome..

MmaSolomon:Iguessso...howdoyoufeel

abouthavinganotherchild?

RraSolomonlookedatherandshejust

shrugged.

RraSolomon:whyareyouasking?

MmaSolomon:justasking...

RraSolomon:Idon'twantanotherchildifwe're

goingtohurtduringtheprocess..Youwere

alwayssoexcitedwhenyoufoundoutthat

we'reexpecting...

MmaSolomon:true..true..ifweweretohaveone

wouldthisonesurvive?

RraSolomon:Idon'tknow.Iactuallydon'tknow



love.

MmaSolomonsighedandrubbedhischest.

RraSolomon:Youwantachild?

MmaSolomon:no..Ihavecriedandit'senough.I

don'tthinkanythingisgoingtochange.

RraSolomon:Youneverknowwiththesethings..

MmaSolomon:Iguess..

Shereleasedsighedincontentment.Shewilltell

herhusbandthenewssomeothertime..Or

betteryetnotatall.

AtKitso'splace

KitsobitherlipasshetriedcallingSasha.She

musthaveblockedher.

DamnKaoneforimplicatingherinallofthese.

ShesearchedSasha'sfacebookaccountand

shecouldn'tfindit.Sheblockedheracrossall



socialmediaplatforms.Justwow!

Sheshouldn'thaveagreedtoallofthat..now

shelostafriend.

Sheputherphonedownandrubbedher

temples.Shedoesn'tneedacriminalrecord

rightnow.God!!Sheneedstocomeupwitha

backupplan.Something.Anything,sothatsheis

notimplicatedinallofthis.Fuck.

AtTumi'shouse

TumisearchedRebabedionFacebook.Shestill

couldnotgetoverthefactthatshemethim

andactuallytalkedtohim.

Hewasaveryprivatepersonbutthefew

pictureshepostedwhereenoughtomakeher

wishhewashervirginbreaker.

Sheplacedherphoneonherchest.Maybe.The

crushwouldnotgoaway.Whatiftheywere



meanttobe?Whatif?

Thutowalkedinonhersisterholdingherphone

withhereyesclosed.

Thuto:Whoistheguy?

Tumisnappedoutofitandhereyessnapped

open.

Tumi:noneofyourbusiness...whatdoyouwant?

Thuto:akobuekwaa(Talk...)

Tumiblushedandsatcrossleggedonherbed.

Tumi:SisbeforeyousayIam crazy..Ihavethia

hugecruahonhim hlemmawena...

Thutosmiled.

Thuto:Justacrush?

Tumihitherwiththepillow..

Tumi:heiaoutofmyleague...

Thuto:whoishe?



Tumi:Rebabedi..

Thuto:ohboy!Iwouldbeencouragingyoutogo

afterhim butai...yoomma...nyaa(thatone...no)

Tumi:(whining)IknowTee...Urg..Iknow..Isound

craazybutkammatla(Iwanthim)Itoldmyself

thatthisisachildishcrushbutIwanthim so

bad....

Thuto:sis,forgetit...Idon'twantyoutobe

heartbroken...

Tumisighed.

Thuto:Sisforget..lebala.Oyagoitsenyastress

kamothoyookasekengagobatlaOgobone

andkileakopadinumbera?(Forget.Don'tstress

aboutsomeonewhowillneverwantyou.He

oncesawyouanddidheaskforyournumber?)

Tumishookherhead.

Thuto:exactly..Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Tumi:anythingiafine...



Thuot:okay..

Thutowalkedoutofherroom andTumijust

tookherphoneandlookedatRebabedi's

pictureonceagain.
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AtTumi'splace

Shelookedatthephonescreenagain.

Tumi:obonawena...onedayiaoneday(you..one

dayisoneday)

Sheplacedherphonedownandheadedtothe

bathroom tofreshenup.Rebabedihadanaura

ofsuperiorityanddominanceandthatmade

him tentimesnoreattractive.

Sheshudderedasshethoughtabouthishands



holdingherdown.

Hewaseverythingamanwassupposedtobe.

Shefinishedgettingreadyandshegrabbedher

doctor'scoatandhandbag.

Shewalkedoutofherbedroom andsawThuto

watchingtv.

Tumi:Ketsamayakaplate(I'm takingtheplate

withme).I'm supposedtobeondutyin30

minutes.

Thuto:okay.Butakerenomoredaydreaming

aboutRebabediTumiakere?

Shenodded.

Thuto:Good.Youknowheisnotyourtypele

wenaokgonnegoiponelamma(yousawfor

yourself)Theserichpeoplealwayshave

problemsmma.

Tumi:Ihearyousister.

Tumiplacedherstuffonthecouchandheaded



tothekitchenwhereshewrappedtheplatewith

thefoilwrap.

Thuto:Tumiforreal.Theserichpeoplelivelifeya

senovel(theirlivesarelikethoseofnovels)

Tumi:(shouting)Thuto...Iunderstandmma..No

needtolecturemepkusIam olderthanyou.

Thuto:Regardless.Lonabababotlhaleoitlhela

leitsedibukafela,lesaitsebotshelo(Intelligent

peoplearealwaysbooksmartbuttheydon't

knowlife)Advice.From onesistertoanother

Tumi..

Tumi:(rollinghereyes)SureThuto.Letme

dash.Seeyouinthemorning.

SheheldtheplateinonehandasThutoplaced

thecoatonhershoulderandheldherhandbag.

Thutoopenedthedoorforherandwalked

out.Takingoutthekeys,Thutoopenedthedoor

forherandtooktheplate,placingitonthe

passengerseat.



Tumi:Thankssis.

Thuto:sure..bye.

Tumitookthekeysandgotinside.Shebreathed

inbeforeshestartedthecar...

.

AtMaduo'sprom

Maddy:Ohgoshthankyou...

Thabi:Friend,youlookhot.YouandBogositake

thecupforbestmatchingcouple.

Maduogiggledasshesippedonherorange

juice.

Maduo:I'm suretheothersarebetterthanus.

Thabi:justtakethecredittlhe..Ihaveaquestion.

Maddy:shoot..

Thabi:areyoudatingBogosi?

Maddy:whaat?Godno..we'refriends



Thabi:justfriends?Youknowyoucantellme

anything..likeanything..

Maddy:thereisnothinggoingonbetweenus

Rethabile..

Thabi:butthewayhelooksatyou..bona..

Thabiplacedherjuicedownonthetableand

heldMaduo'sshoulders..

Thabi:Maddybona...(Maddylook)

MaduocaughtBogosilookingatherandher

facereddened.

Thabi:MyGod!You'reblushing...urg.Youtwo

wouldbeacutecouple.

Maddy:ButBogo...

Thabiinterruptedher.

Thabi:helikesyou.Youonlyliveoncefriend.

Maduoshrugged.

Maddy:ketlabona(I'llsee)



Rethabilesmiled.Herjobwasdone.Shepicked

herglassofjuiceandshedrankit,silently

celebrating.

.

AtRachel'splace

Rachelsatcrossleggedonthecouchasshe

staredatherphone.Shehopedthatitwouldring

butitdidn't.

Shepickeditupandscrolleddownhercontact

listandclickedonRebabedi'snumber.

Shouldshecallhim?Hehasn'tcalledforaweek

andshewashealednow.Itwasunbelievable

thatthatkindofsexwouldtirnheronbutitdid.

InsteadshedialledNicole'snumber.

Nicole:Rachelhlemmawenayou'reinterrupting

mysession..

Rachellaughedsoflty.Nikkywascrazylikethat.



Nicole:Mrwait..kebuakeRachelkakwano,retla

tsweledisa(Mrwait..I'm talkingtoRachel,we'll

continue)

Rachelcouldunderstandsmallbitsofthe

languageandshesmiled.

Rachel:Don'ttellmeyoustoppedhavingsex

becauseIcalled(laughing)

Nicole:anditwasgood.Thiabetterbegood

Rachel...Ineedtogetdickedmma...

Rachel:urg..continue..we'llcontinuethis

conversationinthemorning..

Nicole:ngngtalk...Gapeheisfrustrated.I'll

probablybeghinafterthisphonecall.Whatisit?

Rachel:Reba..

Nicolerolledhereyesattheotherendofthe

line.

Nicole:You'restillwithhim?

Rachel:IthinkIam fallingforhim...



Nicole:Rachelwakeupandsmellthe

coffee,doeshecallyouunlessheneedsyour

body?ishesweet?doeshecuddkeyou?doeshe

takeyouout?

Rachel:Nikkyyouknowthat...

Nikky:Holditrightthere..don'tgivemetheits

complicatedcard...

Rachel:Butitis...

Nikky:itisnot..Hegiveszerofucksaboutyou

mma..keoreomonatethatamoootshabanggo

kotlogela(ishethatgoodthatyoucan'tleave

him)

Rachel:whatwasthat?

Nikky:nothing...uhm Racheldon'texpectmeto

consoleyouwhenhebreaksyourheart

mma..hejustneedsyoutosatisfyhis

needs.Nothingmore.Butyouhadtochoosethe

coldestofthem all...



Rachel:Rebais....

Nikky:Ioncesawhim mmaandheishotandall

butno...friend...no....from thelittleyoutold

me.No.LetlaswaboRachel.Yallswoulddiefor

dickandsexaino...

Rachel:Heisgoodinthatdepartment...

Sheclosedhereyesassheremembered

Rebabedi'shandsonherboobswhenhewas

securingthenippleclamponthem.Shemoaned

softly..

Nikky:naarelekgoakewenawanopelwaobua

lenna?aemma..gosharpo(areyouseriousky

gettinghornywhilsttalkingtome...no

mam...bye)

NicolehungupandRacheljustplacedthe

phonedownandheadedtoherroom.

Shejustgotnakedandtookouthervibrator.

.



.
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AtRachel'sHouse

Rachelsighedincontentmentafterhermini

session.

Shecoveredherbreastwiththefleeceasshe

tookherphone.

Shescrolleddownhercontactsagainandshe

clickedonRebabedi'snumber.

Rachel:(breathinginandout)Youcandothis.He

won'tloseit.



Sheclickedonthevideocallbuttonandshe

waitedasitrungThiswasherfirsttimedoing

thisandshealreadyknewshebroketherules.

Thephonerangforminutesbeforehe

answered.Shesuckedinadeepbreathasshe

sawhim inonlyhistowel.

Shewishedshecouldtouchallthatchocolate

butshewillhavetowaitforhim.

Reba:Youdoknowyoubroketherules,don'tyou

Rachel?

Hesaidwithnohintofasmileonhisface.Why

doeshehavetotakeeverythingsoseriously?

Rachel:Iknow,thethingis....

Reba:areyougettingattachedRachel?

Sheshookherhead.Shecouldfeelthe

simmeringtemperbeneaththosewords.

Reba:sohangupnow.Idon'tdoclingyand



attachedwomen.Youknowyouareny

submissive,youcomewhenIcall.Nottheother

wayaround.Gotit?

Shenodded.

Reba:Good.

Shehungupandjustcoveredherfacewithher

hands.Whydoeshehavetoremindherthathe

hastheupperhand?Sheknewwhatshewas

signingupforwhenhesaidhewantedasexual

relationshipwithher.Sexualandnothingelse.

Butshewasdevelopingfeelings.Howdoesshe

turnthem offwhenshewasalreadyattached?

Maybethisislustandnotlove.

Heraim wasnotachievedsoshebetterleave

it.Howdothesewomenkeepmenthatdonot

wanttobekept.Sheshouldbegratefulthather

bodyisrestingandisnotputtothetestwithhis



sadisticwaysofhavingsex.

ShecalledNicoleagain.Shewaitedforherto

answer.

Nikky:Whatisit?Youcalledmetwiceinone

night.

Rachel:(holdingbacktears)You'reright.Thisis

notworthit.

Nikky:whatchangedyourmind?

Rachel:Ijustcalledhim.Forthefirsttimeever

andhewassorude.Heevenaskedmetohang

up.Thathecallstheshotsandnotme.

Nicoleshookherhead.SheknewthatRebabedi

Kgosiwasnotgoodforherfriend.Shehadlong

waitedforRacheltobreakdownoverhim.Men

likehim arenotforthefainthearted.



Nikky:youwillhealfrom this.Didyoubreakitoff?

Rachel:uh...uhm noo...

Nikky:(sighing)Ithoughtyoucallleditquits.So

you'recryingyoureyeballsoutandyouarestill

withhim?

Rachel:it'scomplicatedNicole.

Nikky:uncomplicateitjeezwoman!Kanaif

you'regonnabecryinganouthim allthetime

andwaitforhiscallthenthatisnota

relationship...

Rachel:Iknow.Maybeoncethelustevaporates.

Nikky:Cutyourlosses.Rachiecutyourlosses

girlandmoveon.Youhonestlycan'tcry

everydayanticipatingaphonecallyou'llget

onceamonth...stopbeingstupid.Don'tthink

withyourcuntforfuck'ssake.Immasaythis

once,don'tcallmeifitinvolvesReba.Walapisa



lweenaaah(You'reannoying)

Rachel:Bye.Sorryfordisturbingyour

peace.Nicole.Byee!!

Rachelhungupandjustsobbedsilentlyholding

hermouth.Sheknewhewantedthem tojust

fuckbutshethoughtalongthewathewould

feelsomethingforher.Anything.

Nowsheisstuckwiththesefeelingsforhim

andhedoesn'tcareifsheiswellamidstthe

virusandall.Wow!

.

Afterprom Bogosiinstructedthedrivertodrive

them toMaddy'splace.

Maddy:Ican'tthankyouenoughBogosi.Prom

wasablastandyoumadeitbetter.

Bogosi:welcome.Youwerebeautiful.

Maddy:thankyou.



Bogosi:anytime.

SilenceenvelopedthecarasMaddytwidledher

thumbsandBogosikeptonrehearsinglinesin

hishead.

Both:so....

MaduogiggledandBogosichuckled

Maduo:youfirst

Bogosichucklednervouslyashewonderedif

shewillevenagree.

Bogosirubbedhischin.

Bogosi:uhm Maduoyouknowyou'reagreat

girl...

Maduosmiled.

Bogosi:Iknowitmightturnyouoffbut...

Maduoraisedaneyebrow.

Bogosi:Ilikeyou..

Maduo:really?Okay.



Bogosi'ssmilefadedasheheardherreply.It

wasjustokay.

Maduo:LookBogosi,you'reagoodguyandyou

arewell...alooker....

Bogosi:areyougonnagivemethe'it'sme,not

you'line?

Maduolaughed.

Maduo:no..Lookatitthisway.Ilikeyoutoo...

Bogosismiled.

Maduo:butonlyasafriend.Thankyousomuch

formakingmeyourprom dateandIwillforever

begratefulforthatbecausethiswasa

milestone.

Hissmiledfadedandheplookedather.She



wasevensmilingwhileshemessedupwithhis

pride.Ittookalotofgutstotellherthathelikes

her.

Maduo:IknowyouwanttoaskmeoutBogosi..

Shechortledbeforeshecobtinued.

Maduo:It'snothingpersonalbrobutIam avery

focusedindividual.Iwantgoalsfirstbefore

boys.Notthatmymotherwouldhaveaproblem

withmedatingbutmyguy...loveianotfor

peoplelikeme.

BogosinoddedandMaduopattedhisback.

Maduo:oskangala(don'tsulk)

Bogosismiled.

Bogosi:Maduoosebete,gorianawa



nkgomotsa(Maduoyou'rebrave,you're

confortingmenow)

Maduo:AkereitisnothingpersonalBogosi..I

likeyoutoobutIwon'tpursuearelationshipMr.

Bogosi:mxm...

Maduo:ija.StopsulkinglikeachildBogosi,you're

grownMr..

ThecarcametoastopinfrontofLaone's

house.

Maduo:You'regonnawalkmetothe

door.Pleasethistimedon'tbeafraidofmy

dad,hewon'tdoathing.

Bogosi:Youaredifficult.Okay,let'sgo.

Bogosigotoutandopenedthedoorforher.

Sheheldherdressandgotoutofthecar.

Maduo:youaresuchagentleman.

Bogosi:shutup(laughing)



BogosiwalkedMaduotothedoor.Heknocked

twicebeforeRraSolomonopenedthedoor.

Maduosmiled.

Maduo:papa..

Bogosi:Sir,heresheis.Safeandhome.

RraSolomon:thankyouyoungman.

Bogosi:Anytimesir.Haveagoodnight.

HeshookRraSolomon'shandandhewalked

away.

Maduowalkedinsidethehousewithherfather.

Maduo:Prom wasawesome,youguyswillsee

thepicturestomorrow.Loveyoudad.Nnakago

robala(Iam goingtosleep)

Shestoodknhertippytoesandkissedhis

cheekbeforeheadingtothebedroom.

Shewasexhausted.



MeanwhileinthecarBogosidialedRethabile's

number.

Bogosi:Thabiweethanks.

Thabi:Yousounddown,ogoganne?(shesaid

no?)

Bogosi:yep.Shesaysshelikesmetoobut

doesn'twanttopursuearelationship.

Thabi:I'lltal-

Bogosi:Nahleaveit.Shedoesn'twantmeand

that'sthat...Noneedtoconvinceherotherwise.

Thabi:okay.ButIam sorry,Iknowyouactually

likedher.

Bogosichuckled.

Bogosi:wearestillfriendssothatcountsfor

something...

Rethabilelaughedattheotherendoftheline.



Thabi:itdoes,maybe..Youtwolookedgood

tonight.

Bogosi:wedidneh...uhm Ihavetogo.

Thabi:byeandmaybeyoutwoarenotmeantto

be..

Bogosi:maybe..bye.

Hehungupandthedriverstartedthecar.He

washeadinghomenow.

Suchasleekrejection?wow...

Thefollowingmorning

AtLaone'shouse

Laonelookedathersisterwhowasbusywith

thedishes.

Laone:Youknowyoudon'thavetodothat.

MmaSolomon:Ihavetokeepbusy.Iam nervous.



Laone:Youhaven'ttoldhim?

MmaSolomonbreathedin.

MmaSolomon:I..Imeanhow?Thispregnancy

keoreitisjustthereandIdon'twantit.Iam

happywithMaduo.

Laone:maybethingswillbefinewiththis

one.Havealittlefaith.

MmaSolomon:faithdidn'tbringbackthedead

childrendidit...youdon'tunderstandakereyou

arenotamotherandhaveneverbeenpregnant

before.

Laonelookedathersisteronshock.

Laone:Wow...thatwasbelowthebelt(mouth

agape)wow

MmaSolomon:Lao...

Laone:gosharpomma(it'sfinemam)

LaonewalkedoutandMmaSolomonrubbed

hertemples.Shewasjustallovertheplace.She



didn'tmeanitlikethat...

Shecontinuedwithdoingthedishes.

Laoneheldbackhertears.Yesshehasnever

beenpregnantandhasneverhadkidsbutthat

wasareallylowblow.

Shesatdownonherbedasthetearsfellon

theirown.

Shewipedthem away.Isitherfaultthatshe

hasn'tfoundtheonethatsheiswillingtofall

pregnantfor?Orthatsheisnotmarriedbut

envieshappyfamilies?

Itisnotherfault.

WhatPrecioussaidwasreallylowandithurt.

Maduowalkedinsidethekitchen.

Maduo:You'reupearlymama.



MmaSolomon:yes.Youhavetostart

packing,we'releavingtomorrow.

Maduo:that'searlybutokay.You'remaking

breakfast?ShouldIhelp?

MmaSolomon:no..Iwillhandlethis.

Maduowalkedoutandshesaidgoodmorning

toherfatherwhileshewasonherwaytostart

packing.

RraSolomon:morning.

MmaSolomon:morning..

RraSolomon:areyouokay?

MmaSolomon:yes..whyareyouasking?

RraSolomon:Youseennervous.

MmaSolomon:notatall.Breakfastwillbe

ready...

Hegaveheralookandshejustgavehim

onebinreturn.hewalkedoutofthekitchenand



shebreathedin.

Shehopedthefoodwon'tmakehernauseous

oritwillgiveeveryhingaway.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Hesippedonhiscupofblackcoffee

Hehadcontemplatedhisdecisionoverand

overagain.Itwastimetocuthislosses.Hedid

notneedattachedandclingywomen.

HeputhismugdownanddialedRachel's

number.

Itrangforaminutebeforesheanswered.She

wassnifflingandthatjustsolidifiedhisfinal

decision.



Reba:Canwemeetforafewminutes,Iwon't

wasteyourtime.

Rachel:you're(sniffling)breakingupwithme

right?right?

Reba:Rachel,Imadeitclearthatthereareno

feelingsattached.

Rachel:sothatmakesitright?Ithoughtyou

werehumanand....

Reba:youthoughtwrong.Thesexwasokay.

Rachel:okay??Justokay?

Rebabedisighed.Hepinchedhisnose.Women

werestressfulandhedidnotwantdrama.

Nowshecaughtfeelingsandhehastodi

damagecontrol.

Reba:Rachelifyou'relookingforcomfortthen

you'rewastingyourtime.Iwastryingtoletyou

downeasilybut...

Rachel:yousadisticbastard...



Rebachuckled.

Reba:watchit,justcauseIam breakingoffthe

sexualrelationshipdoesn'tmeanyougetto

disrepectmeRachel.Knowyourlimitswoman.

Rachel:whatareyougoingtodohuh?Youarean

arrogan,cold,sadistic,controllingsonofa

bitch(shouting)

Reba:andhowwillthatsootheyourstupid

feelings?

Rachelsobbedsomemoreattheotherendof

thelineandRebafounditannoying.Henever

ledheronandsheisbeingthismelodramatic..

Shesniffedattheotherendasshewipedher

tears.

Rachel:You'reright,itwon'tsoothemyfeelings.

Reba:GoodbyeRachel.Deletemynumber.

WiththathehungupandSashawalkedin.

Sasha:Dumelang(Goodmorning)



Reba:Morning.

Sasha:Whogotyouallworkedup?areyou

seeingsomeone?

Reba:Sasha...

Sasha:geez,sorry.Justwantedtoknowbecause

youneverbroughtagirlhome.

RebagaveheraboredlookandSashawentto

thecoffeemakermachineandpouredherself

sonecoffee.

Shewonderedhowhemanagestodrinkitthat

bitter.

Sheputsomemilkandsugar.

Reba:youlookbetter.

Sasha:somedaysarebetterthanothers.Stillnot

readytofacetheworldyetbutIguesslife

moveson.



Reba:youneedtoseeatherapist,especiallywith

thecourtcasecomingup.

Sasha:peoplewillbethere?

Reba:unfortunatelyyes.You'llbestrong.

Heglancedathisnowcoldcoffeeandshook

hishead.

Reba:Ihavetogotowork..

Sasha:okay.

RebawalkedoutandSashaaskedherselfa

thousandquestions.Whywasherbrotherso

secretiveandhewasalwayssombrelooking.

Shedrankhercoffee.Shewilljustgocrazyyet

againinthislonelyhouse.

Allsheeverthinksaboutisherstolenvirginity

andhowherfriendjustsoldher.

Shewassostupidfortrustingher.Howcanshe



trustsomeonewhohassugardaddies?

Tearswelledinhereyes.Shejustplacedthe

mugdownandrushedtotheroom Rebasaid

shecoulduse.

ShewasnotHIVpositiveluckilybuthestoleher

virtue.

Shelockedthedoorasthetearssliddownher

cheeks.Shecoveredhermouthsoastonot

makenoisewithhersobs.

Shewastrash.Howwillpeoplelookathernow.

Shehasavoidedsocialmediaandshedidn't

wanttobecalledoutinpublicbutshewillhave

totestifyincourt.

Shecan't.Shejustcan't.

Thisistoomuch.

Shewon'tbeabletodealwiththat.Itwon'tget

betterwithtime,peoplewillfindherdisgusting.



Withthatsherushedtothebathroom andshe

lookedaround.Sheopenedthemedicine

cabinet.Itwasempty.

Shesatonthetoiletseatasshestartedto

think.Shebitherlowerlip.Therehastobe

somethingtoxicaroundhere.

MeanwhileinRebabedi'sroom

Hewalkedoutoftheshowerandhewatched

hisphonering.Hesawthecalleridanddecided

nottoanswerthecall.

Hewasnotinthemoodtodealwithhis

grandfather.

AtRachel'shouse

Shelookedatthephoneasherhands

shook.Shewillnotbreakdownbecauseofthis

asshole.Sheblinkedplentyoftimebeforeshe



threwthephoneandithitthewall.Thepoor

phonesufferedherangerandthescreen

cracked.

Sheshookherhead.Howcanhedothat?He

wassocold.Shewasstartingtofallforhim and

hecalledherfeelingsstupid?

Stupid?Herbodyhasbeenthroughalotforhis

pleasureandhesaysshewasokinbed?

Wow!

Shejustwipedthetearsthatwouldn'tstop

coming.

Shewasblindedbylustandthepossibilityof

endingupwithRebabedi...

Shejustcriedalone.Howintheworldisshe

supposedtofindsomeonewhowilldoherin

bedlikeReba?

Rebabedi'sHouse



Rebabeditookhisbriefcaseandwalkedout.The

housewasoddlysilent.

Reba:Sasha??

Sashawipedhertearsandtriedtocalm

down.Heisleaving.

Sasha:Iam fine.Bye.

Rebasighed.Hecouldhearfrom herreplythat

shewascrying.

Reba:Wecangotoworktogetherandyoucan

checkoutthefinancialdepartmentcauseit's

yourspeciality..

Heneverdoesthis.Itfeltstrange.

Sashasniffed.Shedidn'twantthestaresand

thejudgementallooksshewillgetfrom people.



Sasha:no,kesharpo.

Rebabedisighed.

Reba:areyousure?

Sasha:positive.You'llbelateforwork.

Reba:okay.

Hewalkedoutofthehouseandenteredthe

codewhichlockedthehouse.

WhenSashawassurehewasgoneshe

unlockedherbedroom door.

Shesilentlywalkedoutandshecheckedthe

coast.

Shewalkedtothekitchenandtookthe1litrejug

andwalkedtothebathroom.

Shelookedaroundandsheclosedthe

bathroom door.



ShepouredtheJikbleachinsidethejugand

shelookedatit.Thiswasfinallyitforher.

InRebabedi'scar

Hismothercalledandheconnectedhertothe

carsoundsystem.

Reba:mother.

MmaKgosi:RebabedihowisSashadoing?

Reba:Itishard.Idon'tthinksheisreadyto

testifyincourt.Isuggestedtherapy...

MmaKgosi:Therapywoulddohergood,canI

checkuponher?

Reba:youarefreetodosoIknowmyhomeis

offlimitsbutallyouhadtodowasaskforthe

password.

Hismotherchuckled..

MmaKgosi:Youhavelongpushedusoutof



yourlifeeversinceyoucameback.

Reba:canwenottalkaboutthat?

MmaKgosi:forhowlongwillwenottalkabout

itRebabedi?

Reba:itisinthepast.Iam okaynow.

MmaKgosi:youarenotokayRebabediandyou

knowit.

Reba:letmegiveyouthepasswordforthegate

andthehouse.

Hismothersighed.Hewasnotwillingtotalk

aboutit.

Hespeltoutthepassword.

MmaKgosi:okay,Igotit.Thanks.Bythewayyour

grandfathercalled.Hesaidyoushouldanswer

hisphonecalls.

Rebabediignoredthatlaststatement.Hewill

talktohim whenhefeelslikeit.



Reba:welcomemother.

Heendedthecallanddialedthesecurity

company.

Man:MrKgosi,goodmorninghowcanwebeof

assistance?

Reba:Iwouldliketochangethepasscodefor

thegateandthepasswordforthehouseby

tomorrowmorning.Willyoubeabletodothat?

Man:ofcoursesir,wasthereabreakinwewere

notawareof?

Reba:no.Nothingofthatsort.Tomorrow

morningbyeight.

Man:Yessir.Haveagoodday.

Heendedthecallandkepthiseyesontheroad.

Hehastodoeverythinghimself.

UNEDITED
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AtMmaKgosi'shouse

Shegotready.Katsowasatschoolsohemight

checkuponhissistersomeothertime.

Sheheadedtothekitchenandshetookouther

Tupperware.

Sheputinmuffinsandsomefruits...

Yesterday'slatenightdinnerwasalsoincluded

inthefoodtotaketoSasha.

ShedoubtsthatRebaiscookingpropermeals

forSasha.ShewasjusthappytogoseeSasha.

Shehummedtoherselfasshepouredfrshly

squeezedorangejuiceintoabottle.

Homemade...



.

AtRachel'splace

Rachelsniffed.ShehatedRebasomuch.

Howcouldhedothistoher?Shegavehim her

bodyandwheneverheneededher,shewas

alwaysthere.Evenifitwassexualshewas

alwaysthere.

Shefeltused.Nowhecangetahappyending

withsomegirl.Agirlwhichisnother.

Shewalkedtothekitchenandshetookouther

wineglass.Sheopenedthewineandfilledthe

glasstothebrim.

Heissofullofhisdamnself.Discradingwomen

asiftheyaredirtylaundry.

Shewassoangry.Thatmanwasso

annoying.Whydidshehavetofallforhim

knowinghoweasilyshefallsinlove?

Heshouldhaveasignattachedtohim



written"TOXIC.DANGERTOTHEFEMALE

SPECIES"

Shegulpedherwineinonegoandpoured

herselfanotherglassfull.Todaysheisjust

takingoutthepaininherheart.

Itwaslikeshehadbeenstabbedathousand

timesandthepainwouldn'tgo.

Washegoingtomoveonsoonafterthis

breakup?

Whowashegoingtobewith?

Shejustplacedherglassofwinedownand

rubbedherheadfrustrated.Herhairwasamess

andwouldshebeshowingupforworktoday?

Herbossesareprobablycallingherphone.

Shelaughed.No.Theydon'tknowhowdeephis

markisonherskin.

Theywillneverunderstand.

Shesippedherwinewhilethinkingofwaysof



gettingoverhim.Theoverdramaricex-girlfriend

thingisoverrated.Manywomentrieddramaand

itdidnothurt.

Ohwhatthehellshewillthinkofsomething,she

isnotthekindofwomantobehurtthatway

andjusttakeitlyingdown.

.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Sashaclosedhereyes.Sheisalreadygoingto

hellforthisbutshecan'ttakethishellon

earth.Questioningherselfeverywakingmoment.

Shewentonherkneesandbroughtherhands

together.

Sasha:God,Ilivedmylifenotacknowledging

YourpresenceorexistencebutIknewyou

there.Iguesstherapewaspunishmentformy

evildeeds.



Ateardroppedandshebreathedin.

Sasha:Iknowmywrongsanditjustmessed

withme.IfeellikeapartofmeisgoneandI

thinkit'sokaysinceIam killingmyself.I...

Herlipsquiveredandmoretearsfelldownto

herchin.Shejustcollapsedonthebathroom

floor.

Sheshoulddie.Thiswasnotthelifesheordered

andshedidn'twanttolivethatlifeanymore.She

didn't.Atall.

Sheopenedhereyesandlookedatthejugfull

ofJik.Itwouldsurelykillher.

Shewipedhertearswithherarms.Shethen

proceededtousebothhandstoholdthebleach.

Sasha:wecandothis(sniffling)Babyyoucando

this.Youaregoingtohellanyway.

Shebroughtthejugtoherlipsandshecould

smellthebleach.Thiswasfinallyit.



Thesmellwasrevosltingbutshehadtodothis.

Shesippedanditburnedhertongueslightly.

Shemovedthejugawayfrom herlipsand

breathedslightly.

Eithershedrinksthisorenduresmorelofe

suffering.

Hermindhadalreadymadeadecision.Would

ratherdrinkthewholedamnjug.

Sheclosedhereyesandbroughtthejugtoher

lips.

Sheslowlystarteddrinkingthebleach

regardlessoftheburningsensation.Shegulped

thelastdropandafterthatshejustplacedthe

jugonthefloor.

Maybeitwouldtaketime.

ShelookedattheJikonceagainandshetook

thewholebottle,bringingittoherlips..



MmaKgosiwasmakingherwaythroughthe

trafficslowly.Sheswitchedtheradiostation

andhummedtothebeatofthecurrentsong

beingplayed.

Shewasfinallygoingtobecheckingonheronly

daughter.Shewasgoingtospendthewholeday

withher.

Shesmiledalone.Herlatehusbandlovedhis

kidsandshedidn'twantSashatobealone.She

didn'twanthertopushpeopleout.Traumahas

theabilitytochangepeople.

Itdidthattoherbrother,althoughheisokay.He

isnotokayandhewon'tadmitit.

Wheneverthingsarejollyitannoyshim.Shehas

nevereverseenhim bringagirlhomeandnow

hisgrandfatherwantshim tomarry.

Rebabeingstubborndoesnotwanttobuthe

willhavetothoughshewantedhim tochoose



hisownwife.Butke,theyhavetheirown

culture.Hisgrandfathersaysheknowsbest.

MmaKgosistoppedbyPicknPay.Sheparked

hercarandgotout.

Someextrajunkfoodforhertobingeon.Then

shewillmakeittoRebabedi'shouse.

Shesmiled.Sashawillnotfeellonelytodayas

longasshekeepshercompany.

AtNicole's

ShetriedRachel'sphonebutitsentherto

voicemail.Shesighedfrustrated.

Howthehellcanshemissworkwithoutgiving

areason?

Shewastryingtosaveherassbutshewasnot

answeringthedamnphone.



Sheplacedherphonedownasshepulleddown

herskirt.

Shesawaclientwalkinandshefixedhersmile.

Nikky:Goodmorning.DazzlingSpaandBeauty

treatmentsatyourservice.

Woman:Iam hereforanappointmentwiththe

masseur.Iheardsheisthebestintown.

Nicolestoppedherselffrom bitingherlip.

Rachelwassogonnagetfired.Wherethehell

wasshe?Sheisthebestmasseusethereisin

theplace.Shestudiedthefuckingcourseand

nowshewasmissing.Bloodywhitebitch.

Nikky:takeaseatmam,youarenextafterthe

ladywhoisthemassageroom currently.

ThewomantookasearandNicolepolitely

movedfrom herreceptiondesk.Shepoured

coldwaterinaglassforthelady.Sheaddeda

lemonsliceandgaveittoher.



Woman:thankyou.

Shenoddedasshesmiledandheadedbackto

thereceptiondesk.

ShedialedRachelonemoretimeanditstill

wenttovoicemail.

Herbosswalkedoutofherofficeandsmieldat

thecustomerswhosmiledback.

Boss:Nicole,Rachelstillhasnotshown

up?(whispering)

Sheshookherhead.

Herbossjustsighed.

Boss:Iwilldealwithher.Haveagoodday.

Shewalkedtoherofficeasherhighheels

clickedonthemarblefloor.

Shesighed.Rachelwasindeeptroubleandher

bosswasalreadyfurious.



MmaKgosiwalkedoutoftheshop.Shecouldn't

waittospendtimewithSasha.Shehatedto

admititbutshemissedher.

Shewalkedwithaspringinherstepasshe

unlockedhercar.Sheopenedthedoorand

placedtheplasticsonthepassengerseat

beforeproceedingtogoopenthedriver'sside.

Sheclosedthedoor,buckledupandstartedthe

car.

UNEDITED
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AtLaone'shouse

MmaSolomonfinishedpreparingthebreakfast.



Shewasn'tnauseousasthusdidn'traiseany

suspicions.Herhusbandwouldjusthaveto

forgiveherforwhatshewasgonnado.

Sheneededtocheckafewthingsandmaybe

trytorectifytheproblem.

Shedishedforeveryoneandsherubbedher

handsagainstherpants.

ShewalkedoutandfoundMaduointhelounge

onherphone.Shehadheadsetsandshereally

wasn'tfocusedonthetv.

SheshookherabitandMaduoremovedone

headset.Shelookedathermother.

MmaSolomon:Foodisready.

Maduo:thanksmama..

ShesmiledandwalkedtoLaone'sbedroom.She

knockedandtherewasnoanswer.Shepushed



thedooropenandshefoundLaonejuststaring

attheceiling.

Hereyeswereabitswollen.Shehadbeen

cryinganditwasherfault.

MmaSolomon:LaoneI'm...

Laonelaughedslightly.

Laone:gosharpo.It'sokayPrecious,justcauseI

don'thaveachilddoesn'tmeanIcan'tadvice.

MmaSolomon:I...

Laone:Youareapologisingcauseyoufeel

guilty,youdon'tmeanit..

MmaSolomon:Imeanit,itwasjusthormones

actingup.

Laone:surewhateveryousay.

MmaSolomon:SorryLaone.Tlhemmaoska

ngala(pleasedon'tsulk)

Laonetriednottosmile.



MmaSolomon:justsmile.Iam sorryLaone

mma,justsmile.

Laonetriedtokeepastraightfacebutshe

endedupsmiling.

MmaSolomon:Yousee..breakfastinready.

Laone:okay.Givemeaminute.

MmaSolomonheadedtothebedroom she

wasef

currentlysharingwithherhusband.

Sheopenedthedoorandshefoundhim

shirtless.

Sheclearedherthroat..

Heturned.

RraSolomon:Done?

Shenodded.

Rrasolomon:stopstaringthenPrecious.



MmaSolomon:Iam not..

RraSolomon:Youare.

MmaSolomon:Justgetdressed.

RraSolomon:gankaganaokantheng?(IfI

refusewhatwillyoudotome?)

Sheblushedasshepickedat-shirt,throwingit

athim.

Hecaughtitwithonehandandgaveheraside

smile.

MmaSolomon:GetdressedMr.

RraSolomonjustappreachedherandpulledher

tohim withthet-shirt.

MmaSolomon:aetherra(smiling)

RraSolomon:Aewaeng?(laughing)

MmaSolomonblushedandhejusttippedher

headupashegentlykissedher.

MmaSolomon:Therearepeopleinthelounge



andtheywillhearus..

RraSolomon:oskagoa(don'tscream)

Sheshookherheadsmiling.Shewasnotgoing

todothishere.

RraSolomon:tlhemma,gakediege(please,I

won'tbelong)

MmaSolomon:breakfastisready.Comeeat.

RraSolomon:keorewagana?(you'redenyjng

me?)

Sheshookherhead.

MmaSolomon:No..

RraSolomonchuckledashepulledhereven

closer.Shefelthiserectionandsheswallowed

herwords.

RraSolomon:Preciouskeoreyouwanttoleave

melikethis?

MmaSolomon:I..Uhm...



RraSolomon:Iwon'tbelong.Ipromise.

Shethrewherheadbacklaughing.

MmaSolomon:Nopaebuisabathodilo,gatweI

won'tbelong?(beinghornymakespeoplespurt

nonsense,Iwon'tbetoolong?)

RraSolomonlaughedashelookedather.

RraSolomon:mxm,ntseyesentletlhemma...

Shelookedathim..

Hejustrubbedhimselfonherandsheclosed

hereyes.Tempting.Sotempting.

Sheheldontohispectoralmuscles.

RraSolomon:Youwantthis,Iwon'tbelong.A

quickie...

MmaSolomon:uh..

Heshutherupwithakissashestartedto

unbuttonhispants..[Explicit]

.



AtRebabedi'shouse

MmaKgosiparkedhercarbythesideofthe

road.Shewalkedoutofthecarandshepressed

thekeypadenteringthepasscodeRebabedi

gaveher.

Thegateopenedandshewentbacktoher.

Thecarparkednicelyonthepavedgroundas

thegateclosed.

ShetookoutherplasticsandTupperware

disheswhenshegotoutofhercar.

Shewalkedtothedoorandpressedthebuttons

enteringthepasscode.

Thedoorslidopenandshewalkedin.

Shemadeherwaytothekitchenwheresheput

theplasticbagsandtheTupperwaredishes.

Afterthatsheheldherhip.Timetoaurprise

Sasha.



MmaKgosi:Sasha!(shouting)

Therewasnorepsonseandthehousewas

oddlyqueit.

Shedidn'tknowwhetherRebabediwill

appreciatehercheckingtheroomsinhishouse.

Shetriedonedoorabditwaslocked.Shekept

ontryingthedoorswhichturnedouttobe

locked.

Shefoundoneajarandwalkedin.

ShesawSasha'sphone.

Thismustbeherroom.

MmaKgosi:Sashawee!It'sne,yourmom...

Shecheckedthebathroom thatwasintheroom

andshewasnotthere.

Sherubbedhertemples.Whereis

she?Apparentlyshehardlygoesanywhere.



ShecalledReba.

MmaKgosi:GakeboneSasha(Ican'tfindSasha)

Rebafrownedattheendoftheline.Whatdoes

shemeabthatshecan'tfindSasha?

Reba:Sheisusuallyinherroom orinthe

kitchen.Whatdoyoumean?

MmaKgosi:exactlythat..

Rebabedi:trylookingforher,Iknowforsurethat

shedidn'tleavethehouse.

MmaKgosisighedandhungup.

Ifshewasn'tinherroom wherecouldshebe?

ShewalkedaroundSasha'sroom beforeshe

gaveupandwalkedout.

Shewalkedalongthepassage.Shepassedthe

closedmainbathroom asshewasoblivious

thatSashawasinside.



Shewalkedtotheloungeandsatdown.Where

couldSashabeifshehasnotleftthehouseyet?

Meanwhileinthebathroom,Sasha'sbreathing

sloweddownassheexperiencedseizureswith

whitefoam comingoutofhermouth.Hereyes

rolledbackasshebreathedheavily.

.

.

Donotforgettolike,comment,shareand

mention.

Explicitwillbepostedinthegroupby8pm
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AtLaone'shouse

Heliftedheroffofhim andhelaidhergentlyon

thebed.

Shebreathedheavilyasshelookedathim

hoodedeyelids.

Hesmirkedandwinkedather.Shesmiledand

justtiredlypickedapillowthrowingitathim.

RraSolomon:happy?

Shesmiledwider.

MmaSolomon:yes..Iwasn'ttooloudakere?



RraSolomon:youwere..

Shesatuprightandlookedathim.

MmaSolomon:You..

RraSolomon:heyhey,youenjoyedit..

Shegrinned.

MmaSolomon:Idid,didn'tI?

Hesatonthebedandhepulledherclose.

RraSolomon:Imissedthis..

MmaSolomon:Itwasonlyforaweek,don'tact



allstarved...

RraSolomon:Iwas.

MmaSolomon:Ineedashower.Iam allsweaty

andweneedtoeat..

Hechuckledashebkissedherforehead.

RraSolomon:okay,whateveryousay...

MmaSolomonsmiledthenhersmilefaded.The

househasnoensuitewhichmeanstheyhaveto

gothebathroom andLaoneandMaduowillsee

them.

MmaSolomon:Ihaveafeelingwereekofsex

andyouknowwehavetogetoutofthe



bedroom toheadtothebathroom.

RraSolomon:so?

Shegentlyhithischest.

MmaSolomon:theywillknowwhattheydid..

RraSolomon:isthatsoworrying?

MmaSolomon:yes.Wenakana..

.

AtRebabedi'shouse

MmaKgosibitherlip.

Shestoodupandcalledouthername.

MmaKgosi:Sasha...Sashawee...

Shecheckedalltheroomsyetagainand



nothing.

Shejustdecidedtowalkintothebathroom and

immediatelyssshewalkedinshestoodstill.

Sheshookherhead.Tearswelledhereyesas

sherushedtowardsthealmostlifelessbodyon

thefllor.

Shewentonherkneesassheshookher.

MmaKgosi:Sahsa(shakyvoice)Ngwanaka!

Sasha'sbodyshookasthefrothinhermouth

increased.

MmaKgosicheckedforapulseanditwasstill

therebutweak.

Sheliftedherheadupsothatshecouldn't



chokeanddiefrom herspit.

Shewaspanickigbutsheneedstowhatwas

necessarytosaveher.

Shecouldn'tleaveherhereandtheprivate

hospitaltheynormallyheadtowasfarfrom

whereRebawasliving.

Sheneededtocallanambulance,shewon'tbe

abletocarryheralone.

Hertearsfellasshetriedtomakehersit

upright.

Hereyesopenedandclosedrepeatedly..

Sherushedoutofthebathroom andtookher

phonedialingtheambulance.



MmaKgosi:Ineedanambulance..(shakyvoice)

Shegavethem anaddressasfastasshecould

andrushedtothebathroom.

Shecheckedherpulseanditwasweak.

Herheartpalpitatedbutsheneededtomake

sureSashawasgoingtobeokay.

Sheremovedhert-shirtandwipedthefoam

thatwasgatheringinhermouth.Sheshouldn't

chokeonheronspit.

Shegentlyhithercheek.

MmaKgosi:tlhemmawenaoskaswa(crying)

Shecontinuedwipingthefoam thatformedin



hermouthasshecontinouslycheckedher

pulsetomakesurethatsheisstillalive.

Shecan'tloseheronlydaughter.Shehasseen

enoughandshecan'tloseher.

MmaKgosi:(crying)staywithmehlemma

wena.Ican'tloseyou...Ican'tSasha...trytostay

withmehere.

Shecheckedherpulseyetagainanditwasstill

weak.Sheheldherinherarmsasshecried.She

pushedherhairbackasshecradledSasha.

Sheheardthesirenspftheambulanceand

reliefwashedoverherfeaturesasshewiped

thefrothfrom hermouth.

Sheisherdaughterhowcanshebe



embarassedofdoingsuch?

Herlifeismuchmoreimportanttoher...

Shejustsatheruprightandrantothedoor.

Sherantothegateandenteredthepasscodeto

allowtheambulancetodrivein.

Themedicalofficersgotoutfrom thebackas

twoofthem rolledoutastretcher...

Sheslidthedooropenandledthem tothe

bathroom whereSashawasstilllaying..

Medicalofficer1:Weneedtoliftheroutof

here,checkherpulse...

Thenursecheckedherpulse.

Nurse:weakbutstillthere.



Theycarriedheroutofthebathroom asMma

Kgosiwipedhertears.

Shefollowedthem astheyplacedheronthe

stretcher.

Theymadeherwearanoxygenmask.

Medicalofficer2:mam weneeddetails,whatdid

sheswallow?

MmaKgosipausedasshethenremembered

thejugthatshesawandtheJikbleachbottle

open.Shemust'vehavedrankthat..

MmaKgosi:Jik.Onolejik(shedrankJik)

Nurse:anacid.Bleach.Howlongwasit?

Sheshookherhead.

MmmaKgosi:Idon'tknow..Ifoundherminutes



ago.

Medicalofficer1:areyougoingwithusmam to

thehospital?

Sheshookherhead.

MmaKgosi:whichhospital?

Medicalofficer1:Theclosestfrom hereis

Jubileehospiral.

Shenoddedandshewatchedthem closethe

doorandthesirensstartedastheydroveoff.

Shewalkedtothehouseandtookhercarkeys

andphone.

ShewenttohercaranddialedReba...



Rebaanswered.

Reba:mother...

MmaKgosi:Sashatriedtocommitsuicide..

SilencefollowedasRebarhoughtaboutit.

Reba:whichhospital?

MmaKgosi:Jubilee..

Reba:onmyway.

Withthathehungandshestartedhercar.

Shedroveoutoftheyardandthegate

closed.Sheribbedhertearsandlookedatthe

road.



Canthisfamilygetabreak?Whatifshedieson

thewaytothehospital?
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Rebarubbedhistemples.Sasha!

Hestoodupandtookhissuitjacket.Heworeit

andfixedthecufflinks.

Therewasadoorknock.

Reba:in.



HisPAtimidlywalkedtohistableasshehoped

thathewasnotinoneofhisbadmoods.

Reba:Makeitfast..youcan'tstandthereandnot

sayathing.

Hesaidraisinganeyebrowatherandshe

swallowed.

Wame:uhm sir,youhaveameetingonafew

minutesandtheyarealreadywaitingatthe

boardroom sir.

Reba:Cancelit.Reschedule.Infact,rescheduleall

mymeetingstoday.Idon'tknowhowbutmake

ithappen.

Shenoddedandwalkedout,closingthedooron

herwayout.

Sheheldhernotepadagainstherchest.Sheis



alwaysintimidatedbyherboss.

Rebabediwalkedoutoftheofficewithhis

briefcase.

Hewalkedtotheelevator.Pressingthe

necessarybuttonshegotinsideasitmovedto

thefirstfloor.

Whenhewalkedoutsomeoftheemployees

thatwereinasmallgroupbrokeapart.

Theirheartsskippedabeatastheythoughthe

wouldreprimandthem buthejustpassedthem

tillhewasoutofthebuilding.

AtJubileeHospital

MmaKgositappedherfootontheflooras

anxietyatethecornersofherbrainout.



Shecan'tloseheronlydaughter.Shecannot

loseSasha.Shedroppedherheadasmemories

ofwhenSashawasababyplayedinherhead.

Herhusbandwashappytofinallyhavea

daughterandshewashislittleprincess.

Shelookedupwithtearsblindinghervision.

MmaKgosi:Ihopesheisokay,wecan'tlose

her.Wecan'tloseher...

Shesaidsofltyassheblinkedbackthetears.

Shewantedtoscream ordosomethingtotry

andsaveher.

Sittingherefeelinghelplesswasnotgoingto

helpheratall.

Shecouldn'tjustsittherewhileherdaughter



wasinintensivecare.

Rebawalkedinthehospitalandhesawhis

mother.

Reba:wheredidyoufindher?

MmaKgosi:I..

Herlipsquiveredandshejustcoveredherface.

Shecan'tbestrongwhenherdaughter

purposefullytriedtokillherself.

Rebadidnotkbowhowtocomforthis

mother.Hedoesnotdealwellwithemotionsso

hejustsatdownonthebenchandwatchedhis

motherbreakdownlikethat.



Questionsplaguedhismindbutsheshookhis

head.Thiswasnotthetimeorplaceforhim to

tryandanalysethesituation.

Sashatriedtokillherselfandfornowtheydidn't

needtonotifyhisgrandfather.Besideshehas

beenavoidinghiscallsthewholemorning.

Thismarriagebusinesswillhavetowait.They

hadmorepressingissuestodealwith.Like

Sasha.

.

AtLaone'shouse

Laonepretendedthatshedidn'thearthemoans

thatcamefrom theotherroom andshehad

increasedthetvvolume.

AtleastMaddyhadheadsetsonandshelooked



unbotheredassheatewhiletextingwithher

otherhand.

Shewillneverunderstandwhykidsnowadays

loveusingtheirphonestoomuch.

Sheisalwaysholdingthathandset.

Sheshookherheadassheswallowedthefood.

MeanwhileMmaSolomonandherhusbandgot

ready.Theyhadwenttothebathroom unnoticed

andshethankedherluckystarsforthat.

Herhusbandsmiledasheputonthet-shirt.

MmaSolomon:I'm scaredofgoingtothe

lounge.

RraSolomon:doyouwanttoeat?



MmaSolomon:areyoukidding?yess..I'm

starving.

RraSolomon:thenwe'regonnawalkoutthat

door.

MmaSolomonrubbedherhandstogether.

Whenhewasdone,hegaveheralookandshe

sighed.

Hewalkedoutandshefollowedhim.

Heheadedtothekitchenwithherfollowing

closebehindavoidingeyecontactwithLaone

andMaduo.

MaduowasoblivioustothatwhileLaoneheld

backherlaughteranddisguiseditascough.

Assoonastheywereonthekitchen,her

husbandlaughed.

RraSolomon:whydoyoulookso

embarassed?Tlakwano.



Shewalkedtowardshim andhejustkissedher

foreheadandthrewhisheadlaughing.

RraSolomon:thankyouforfeedingmyappetite

thoughIam notfullyet..

Shejustgavehim alookandhepinchedher

cheekswhichwereunusuallychubbytohim.

MmaSolomon:Ididmakebreakfast.

RraSolomon:notthatfood..

Sheshookherhead.

MmaSolomon:Mrno..no..

RraSolomon:ongame(you'restingy)

Hesaidlaughingashetooktheplatefrom the

microwaveandhandedittoher.

RraSolomon:go,I'lljoinyouinafew..



Shebreathedinasshewalkedtothelounge

whereshesatontheemptycouch.

LaoneclearedherthroatandMaduoremoved

herheadsets.

Maduo:mamawellIhavecomeupwithafew

thingstodowhilewe'reathome.Topasstime.

MmaSolomonthankedherluckystarsyet

again.Laonesmirkedandshejustignoredher.

MmaSolomon:Wewilldiscussthem later.Let

meeatfirst.

Maduo:okay,ifyousayso..



Sheateherfoodsilentlybeforeherhusband

joinedher.

.

AtJubileeHospital,Francistown

Afewhourslater

Thedoctorwalkedoutoftheroom.

BynowMmaKgosihadranoutoftearsandshe

wasjustsittingthere.Shehadjusthopedher

babywasfine.

ThedrindicatedtoSasha'sroom andthey

followedhim.

Whentheywalkedinshewashookedona

breathingmachineandsomeivdripswereon

herarm.



Hereyeswereclosed.

Dr:wemanagedtodrainthechemicalfrom her

bodysothattooktime.

MmaKgosinodded.Atleastherbabywasalive.

Dr:sheisnotintheclearyet.Sheisstill

unconcioussowehavenoideathedamagethe

bleachdid.

Rebalistened.

Dr:wellfrom theinformationthatwasfilledout

shehasaprivatemedicalcard.

MmaKgosi:thiswastheclosestfrom home.

Thedrnodded.



Dr:asIwassaying,thebleachmighthavedone

moredamage.Aftersheregainsconsciousness

wewillhavetocheckher.Thereisahigh

poaaibilitythatthebleachburnedher

esophagusandsincesheconsumedlarge

amountsofthebleachthereisahighchanceof

herbeingdelirious.

Rebabedireleasedasigh.Okay.Thiswasgoing

tobeatoughjourney.

.
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MmaSolomon'shouse

MmaSolomonandherhusbandwere

peacefullywatchingtv.

Shestillhadn'ttoldherhusbandaboutthe

pregnancy.

Whatiftheylosethisoneagain?Shedidn'twant

togrowattachedandlaterlosethechild.

Thecyclewasacrueloneonherandshedidn't

wanttogrowattached.

Herphonerangandshesawthecallerid.

Herhusbandraisedaneyebrow.Shedidn'twant

toansweritinhispresencesoshejustpickedit



upandstoodupheadingtothekitchen.

MmaSolomon:doyouhavethepills?(hushed

voice)

Caller:twoofthem.Whenareyoucomingtoget

them?

MmaSolomonpeakedherheadoutofthe

kitchenasherhusbandfocusedonthetv.He

wasnotpayingattentiontoher.

MmaSolomon:IthinkWednesdayImighthead

totown,sendmethedetailsofwhereyou'llbe

waitingforme.

Caller:sure,bringthemoneytoo.

MmaSolomon:okay.

Shehungupandtookadeepbreathbefore

headingbacktothelounge.



RraSolomon:andwhowasthat?

MmaSolomon:noone.

RraSolomon:didn'tsoundlikenoone..

MmaSolomon:itwasnoonereally.Noneedto

makeabigissueoutofit.

RraSolomonquirkedaneyebrowashe

chuckled.

RraSolomon:andyouaregettingdefensive

Precious.Iwasjustasking..

Shesighed.

MmaSolomon:okay.Sorry.

Shekeptquietasshefocusedonthetelevision

screen.

Hermindwasnolongerontheshowandshe

kepttellingherselfshewasmakingtheright

decision.



Shewassavingherselffrom thehurtthatwould

comewithlosingthebaby.

Andaknockechoedinthelounge.

Herhusbandstoodupandwenttoopenthe

door.

RraSolomon:dumelang!

Guest:dumelang,kekatsena?(Afternoon,mayI

enter?)

RraSolomonopenedthedoorwiderandKgosi

walkedin.

MmaSolomon'sheartraced.Herworstfearwas

slowlybecomingareality.

MmaSolomon:dumelang.

Henoddedandshewalkedout.



Thatmanwasalotofthingsandhim being

respectfuldoesnotmeanheisahumble

person.Farfrom it.Sheheldherheartabitand

walkedtoMaduo'sroom sothatshecango

greettheirvillagechief.

Shestoodbythedoorwhichwasslightlyajar.

Maduolaidonthebedasshespoketo

Rethabileonthephone.

Maduo:bonagirl,youarenotgoingtogetlazy

andfatwhilewaitingforourresults.Do

something.

Thabi:somethinglikewhat?

Maduorolledhereyes.



Maduo:reserachonthecourseyouwantto

pursue..youjustcan'tsitathomeanddonix.Ae

noo...

Thabi:whatcourse,theyalreadypickedmy

courseforme.ApparentlyIshouldfollowthe

family'sfootsteps.SotheysayIshouldbea

doctor.

Maduo:doyouwanttobeone?

Thabi:hellno..Ianscaredofblood.Idon'twant

tobecuttingpeople..

Maduoalsocringedatthethought.Adoctor?No!

Maduo:tellthem...

Thabi:howdoyouapproachahouseholdfullof

doctorsandtellthem youwanttobealawyer?

Maduo:lawyersarevocal,tellthem.Ifyoudon't

you'regonnahatethem attheendoftheday

becauseyouwouldhavewasted6yearsofyour

lifedoingsomethingyouhate...



Thabi:youdon'tunderstand.I..

Maduo:ngngmma...talktothem.Kanathisis

yourfuturehere,ifyoudon'tdowhatyoulove

youaregoingtohateyourlife,trustme..

Rethabilelaughedattheotherendoftheline.

Thabi:trustyouonwhat?Ijaa,leratagoclaima

tlheboMaduo..

Maduolaughed.Hermotherknockedonthe

doorandsheplacedthephoneonherchest.

Maduo:it'sopen.

Hermotherwalkedinwithasmile.

MmaSolomon:gogreettheelders..

Maduo:okay.

Sheplacedthephoneonherearassheslowly

gotoffthebedtowearhersleepers.

Maduo:holdforaminuteorso..



Sheplacedthephoneonthebackpocketofher

jeansandwalkedoutfollowinghermother.

Themenweretalkinginhushedvoicesandher

motherclearedherthroat.

Shefixedasmile.Thechiefpaidthem a

visit.Thiswasnice.

Maduo:dumelang.

Kgosi:dumelangngwanaka.Howareyouchild?

Maduo:Goodsir.

Kgosi:thatisgood.Howisschool?

Maduo:currentlywaitingfortheresultssir,canI

getyoutea,juiceorcoffee?

RraSolomon:bringjuiceandbiscuits.Weare



headingtotheverandah.

Maduonoddedasthemenstoodup.

Sheheadedtothekitchenasshepreparedjuice

andbiscuits.

Hermotherhadalreadywalkedtotheirroom so

shewasonherownhere.Shesighed.

MmaSolomonrubbedhertemples.Therewas

nowayshecouldstopthis?Andshehadyet

anotherproblem todealwith.

Thiswasallamess.

.

AtJubileeHospital

MmaKgosiwalkedintoSasha'sroom holdinga

plastic.Shegentlyplaceditonthesidetable.



Sashawasawakebutshewasn'tspeakingto

anyone.Ontopofthatthedoctorsaidtheacid

hadburnedheroesophagussothatalsomade

ithardforhertospeak.

MmaKgosi:Ibroughtjuiceandsomemageufor

you.Iknowyoumustprobablyhatehoapital

food.

Sashasatupstraightandsheslowlynodded.

Hermother'sheartbrokeintotinypiecesasshe

lookedather.Atleastshewillhealovertime.

MmaKgosi:Iam sosorryyouhadtogothrough

thathorribleexperienceandthatyoutriedto

dealwithitonyourown.



Sashaheldbacktearsasshelookedather

mother.Shedoesn'tunderstand.Howcanshe

keepapologisingforsomethingshedidn't

do?Howcanshesaysorrybutyetthe

perpetratorwasn'tremorsefulwhenhedidwhat

hedid?Whentheorchestratorofallofthiswas

disguisedasherbestfriend?Shewouldnot

understandtheshameshewillhavetodealwith.

Shedidn'twanttoexperiencethat.Shewas

readytogotohell.

MmaKgosi:youhavebeenbookedforan

appointmentwiththepaychologist.Iknowit's

hardbutyouhaveto.Wewantyoutoheal.The

wholefamilywishesyouaspeeedyrecovery...

MmaKgosipaused.



MmaKgosi:Yourgrandmothersaidshewillbe

heresomewherearpundtheweek.Sasha

everyonecaresaboutyou.EvenKatsomisses

you.

ShechuckledsofltyasshelookedatSashawho

keptquiet.

MmaKgosi:Tryeatingthat.Iwillbebackalittle

bitlater.

Shestoodupandkissedhercheekbeforeshe

walkedout.

Sashashookherhead.Shestilldidn'thavethe

willtolive.Shedidnotwanttolive.Whydidthey

saveher?Shecouldhaveescapedthisrightnow.



Herroom dooropenedandaelegantlyressed

Rebabediwalkedin.

Helookedsoputtogether.Sountouchable.She

enviedthat.

Rebabedisatdownonanearchairandlooked

atSasha.

Reba:eat.

Thatsimplewordwasbackedbyalotof

authorityandshetookoutacartonof

mageu.Sheopeneditandstartedtodrink

slowly.Thedoctorsaiditwilltaketimeforthe

burnstoheal,forthemeantimeshecanonly

consumesoftfoodsandliquids.

Rebatookouthisphoneandsilenceenveloped

thewholeroom.



Whenshewasdoneshewipedhermouthand

placedthehalfemptycartononthetable.

Rebaplacedhisphonebackinhispocket

thenlookedather.

Reba:SashaIam notangry.Iam fsrfrom angry.

Hekeptastraightfaceandshejustheldher

heart.Sheexpectedhim tobeangryather.Tell

herthatwhatshedidwasstupid.

Reba:Iam lividSasha.AndIwon'tshout.You

knowthat'snotmystyle.

Sheswallowed.

Reba:Iknowyoufeellikeyoudon'thavenuchto



liveforatthemoment.AndIgetthat.I

suggestedtherapyandyouoptedfor

suicide.YouwerehurtingbutSashahowlong

willyouhurt?

Hereyesglistenedwithunshedtears.Howlong

willshehurt?Shewillalwayshurt.Kaonehurt

her.

Reba:thereisnotimeframeforhealingbutyou

arenotmakinganeffort.Sashajustthinkabout

this.Motherwashurtthatyoutriedtokill

yourselfandsheistheonewhofoundyou,mind

you.Yourlittlebrotherisworriedandheisnot

stidying.Yourgrandmotherhastostop

whateversheisdoingtocomehereandcheck

uponyou.Yourgrandfather?Thatonewantsyou

togothevillageandIdon'tknowhowlongwillI

holdhim offonthatthoughtcauseImightjust



agreetothat.

ThetearstrickleddownhercheeksandReba

didnothingtocomforther.

Reba:me?ItriedSasha.Ifyouthinkthatyou

wanttoendyourlifeoveratrashylittleboywho

disrespectswomenthendoit.Justknowthat

youarealreadykillingyourdreams,hurtingthe

onesthatloveyouoveranasshole.Iam sorryto

breakittoyousisterbutIwon'tjoinyouinyour

pityparty.Ifyouwanttodieagain,undermyroof

thistime...I'm gonnaletyou.

Chillsrandownherspineassheheardher

brother'swords.Hewouldletherdielike

that.Justlikethat.



Rebastoodupandusedhisthumbtowipeher

tears.

Hekissedherforehead.

Reba:thinkaboutwhatyouwantinlife.

Withthathewalkedoutofherroom andshe

wasleftshellshocked.
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Rachelwalkedinsidethebuildingasshe

sighed.Shehadneededtimetodealwiththis

breakupandgethermarblestogether.

ShewillhurtRebabediwhereithurtsthemost

butfornowshehastotryandmoveon.Inthe

nearfuturehewillpayforplayingwithher

fragileheart.

WhenshewalkedinsideNicoleclappedher

hands.

Nikky:Modimo!!Andshestrutsinasifsheowns

theplace.

Rachel:gooddaytoyouNicole.

Nikky:ThewholeweekRachel?Thebossis

goingtofireyou,notevenanapologyorasick

leave.Justnothing?



Rachel:Ihadtodealwithafewissues.

Nicolerolledhereyes.

Nikky:Youwerecryingoverhim?Moveon

Rachel.Hewasnotworthyourtears,youarenot

theonlywomanwhohasbeenheartbroken

before.

Rachel:Youwouldn'tunderstandbuti'm back

now.

Nikky:herecomestheboss..

Nicoleshuffledthepapersonherdeskwhile

shebowedherhead.Rachelpreparedherselffor

alectureandpossibletermination.

Boss:Rachelfollowme...

Rachelfollowedthebossasherheelsclicked

onthefloor.Shewillalsobeaboss

someday.Fornowsheshouldfocusonherself.



ThebossopenedherofficedoorandRachel

walkedinafterher.

Shestoodtheretimidlyasherbossremoved

herjacketandplacedherfilesonthedesk.

Boss:takeaseat.

Shesatdownandsheawaitedherfate.

Boss:Iam extremelydisappointedinyouRachel.

Sedroppedherhead.

Boss:Ireallyexpectedbetterfrom you.Awhole

weekwithnocommunicationwhatsoever.We

runabusinesshereRachelincaseyouhave



forgotten.

Rachel:Ihaven'tmam.

Boss:youhave.Welostmorethantenclients

becausetheirfavouritemasseurwasnot

present.

Rachel:Iapologizemam,itwillnothappenagain.

Boss:ItwascompletelyunethicalRacheland

youknowit.Iwillhavetogiveyouawritten

warning.Thisbehaviourisunacceptableinthe

workplace.

Rachel:Iknowmam andIapologize.



Boss:whateveryouweregoingthroughIhope

youhavesorteditout.

Rachel:Ihavemam.Ipromiseitwillnothappen

again.

Boss:itbetternot.Youareanassettothe

company.TheHRofficerwillissueyouwithyour

firstwarning.Youcouldhavebeenfiredforthat

stuntyouknow...

Shesmiledabit.

Rachel:Iknow.ItwillneverhappenandifIhave

aproblem Iwillcommunicatemam.

Boss:okay.Nowtimetogettowork.



Shestoodupandsmiled.

Rachel:yesmam..

Herbosslaughed.

Boss:Rachelwork..

Rachelwalkedoutwithasmileasshetookout

herhairbandfrom thefrontpocketofherpink

kneelengthtunic.

Shetiedherblondelocksintoaahighbun.

Rachel:I'm intheclear.Noneedtoworry.



Nikky:Youareoneofthefavourites.Gettowork

Rachelyouaredisturbingme.

Shewalkedawaystickinghertongueoutat

NicoleandNicolelaughedshakingherhead.

Nikky:selosehappytlhe(mutteringtoherself)

Rachelheadedtooneofthesparoomsandshe

startedcheckingifalltheoilsandequipment

werethere.Onedayshemightownherownspa.

Butcouldn'tRebaseethatshewasa

beauty?Shewillglowandhewillwishhenever

droppedherlikeahotpotato.

Shedidbreathingexercisesandlaughedafter

asshefoldedthetowels.



Rachel:glow!glow!glow!Dazzlethem girl!

Shehummedtoherfavouritesongasshe

continuedwithwork.

.

AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Maduotookthetraybacktithe

kitchen.Whateverherfatherandthechiefwere

talkingaboutseemedimportant.Butshewas

nottheonetoeavesdropsosheheadedback

toherbedroom whereshecalledRethabile.

Herphonerangthreetimesbeforeshe

answered.

Thabi:Igottiredofholdingon..



Maduo:Ifigured.Sowherewerewe?

Thabi:doingsomething,stoplazingaround.

Maduo:yep.That.Trytotalktoyourparents

aboutyourcareerchoiceandmaybetheywill

understand.

Rethabilesighed.Thatwasgoingtobeahard

topictodiscussbutifshedies,shediesneh.

Thabi:IfIdie,Idie.

Maduo:yes.Movingon,resultswillbereleasedin

Januarysowhatwillyoubedoing?Wehavethe

restofNovemberandthewholeofDecember

kana.

Thabi:mmawenayoulikeplanningalot.

Maduo:It'sinthegenes..

Thabi:uhm...Ihonestlyhavenothingto



do.Unlessmycousinsinvitemetothose

intimatepartiesoftheirinDecember.

Maduo:intimatepartieshuh?Nice..

Thabi:sometimestheyareboring,somethimes

theyarenice.Itdepends.

Madubitherbottom lip.Theyneededtosecure

thebagregardlessoftheiryoungage.Shewon't

sitdownlazingaroundwhentherearemovesto

bemadeandmoneytobemade.Shecan't.

Maduo:Poetry.Poetry...PoetryRethabile.

Shehalfshoutedonthephonewithagoofy

smile.Shewassuchagenius.

Thabi:whataboutit?



Maduo:stopactingstupidwena...Akereyou

usedtodopoetryatschool.Trythis,thereareso

manyeventsinDecemberandyousaidsomeof

theintimatepartiesyougetinvitedtoareboring

soIsuggestyoudopoetry.

Thabi:godeeperwomanofsubstance..

Maduochuckled.

Maduo:sobasicallyyouhavetocreatea

facebookpage.Makeshortvidsshowcasing

yourpoetrygapemosyouknowalotofpeople

soobviouslyyouwillgetrecognition.Inthat

caseyoucandoyourpieceatanevent.Youare

already18soo...

Thabi:Ifeelyouman.Itisactuallyagreat

thought.

Maduo:yepplustogetmorerecognitionyou



couldalsotrytoasksomelocalauthorson

facebooktoadvertiseyourpage.Youpayof

coursebutthatwayyourcontenthasreached

halfofthecountryandIknowyou'regoodso

you'regonnagetbooked.

Thabi:youarethebrainsinthisfriendship.

Maduo:duh..

Herphonebeeped.

Maduo:HeadtoWhatsApp,myairtimeisrunning

out.

Thabi:sure.

Rethabilehungupandshethoughtaboutwhat

Maduosaid.Itwasactuallyagoodidea.She

neededtheextramoneyplusthatwasahobby

shelovedsowhynotgiveitashot.

MaduosentRethabileaquicktextonWhatsApp



beforeshelockedherphoneandgotouther

diarywhereshewrotedownhercurrentplans.

Shewasstillhopingtoconvinceherdadtolet

hercheckhisbooksandallthat.Notthatshe

wantedtoseehisearnings.Okayshewantedto

knowhowmuchhemakes.Shehadathingwith

numbersandshejustwantedtobebusywith

that.

Afterjottingdowninherdiarysheopenedher

laptopandlookedupKgosiInvestments.

Maduo:ThisiswhereIam goingtowork.Make

themullah.

Shegrinned.Herambitionsweretoohighfora

younggirlbutlifeisallaboutgoalsand



ambitions.

SheisgoingtotakeWallstreetbystorm.

Stillonthecompanywhichsheknewwasbeing

runbytheChief'sson,whowasoutsidetheir

housewhichwasveryweirdtoo.

ShescrolledpastRebabediKgosi'sphotoand

shesighed.

Somepeoplearehandsomecreaturesbutgoals

first.

MeanwhilebytheverandahRraSolomonand

Kgosiwereengagedinaveryheated

conversation.



Kgosi:wegaveyoutime,youraisedherbutthe

arrangementsshouldproceedastradition

dictates.

RraSolomonsighed.Helostthisone.Nomatter

howmanyreasonshehavehehadlostthis

one.Kgosiwasaveryvindictiveandcruel

man.Beingonhisbadsidewasnotgoingtodo

him nogoodtoo.

RraSolomon:atleastafterthreeorfour

months.Shedoesn'thaveasingleclueabout

whatissoontohappen.

Kgosi:thatisthemaximum.Threemonthsthen

wecollectwhatisours.

RraSolomon:ofcourse.



Kgosiworehisbrimmedhatandstoodup.

Kgosi:haveagoodday.

HewalkedoutoftheyardandRraSolomon

wentbackinsidethehouse.

Itwasquietandsincenoonewasinthelounge

heswitchedoffthetv.

Hewalkedtothebedroom wherehefoundhis

wifelyingonthebed.

RraSolomon:What'swrong?

MmaSolomon:nothing,justtired..

RraSolomon:Youhavebeenactingstrangethis

pastweek..

MmaSolomon:I'm okay.Letmesleep.I'm onthe



nightshifttoday.

Henoddedandlethersleep.

MmaSolomonclosedhertearyeyes.Shewas

makingtherightdecisionforher.Sheknewthe

sideeffectsandtheyhadoncedecidedthat

Maduowasokay.

Maduowasheronlychild.Shewasso

innocent.Hersunshineandshecouldn'tdoa

thing.

.

AtJubileeHospital

Sashablanklystaredattheceiling.Shedidn't

knowwhattodo.

Shefeltlikepeopleknewwhathappenedtoher

andshewassoluckyshedidn'tcontractHIV

butstill...



Shewipedhertears.Shedidn'tthinkshewillbe

abletoform normalrelationshipswith

people.Everythingchangedinasingleday.

Alonetearfellandshebitherlowerlipasshe

wantedtostopmoretearsfrom coming.

Shetrustedtomuch.Shewantedtobeliked.She

thoughtshewasyoungandfreeand

wild.Maybeit'sherfaultshegotraped.Shewas

wearingliterallynothing.Abikini..

Shestoppedfightingthetearsastheystreamed

downhercheeksandshethoughtabouther

pastlife.

Shedidn'twanttofeellikethisbutshewillhirt

thepeopleshelovesintheprocess.Theycan't

bepunishedorhurtbecauseofhermistakes.



Maybesheshouldchangeschoolsandstart

over?But...

Herlowerlipquiveredasshebroughtherhands

toherfacetowipethetears..

Shewaschoosinglife?Shewantedtolive

throughthismiserablelife?
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AtJubileehospital



MmaKgosihelpedSashapackherbags.She

wasgoinghometoday.

MmaKgosi:You'regoinghometoday.

Sashanoddedasshelookedathermother.

MmaKgosi:Youwillgetbetter,youalreadyhave

atherapistsoyouwillgetthroughit.

Sasha:yeah

Shesatonthebed.Shewaschoosingtogo

throughthislifethingagainandshedidn'tfeel

readytofacetheworldagain.

Thedoortothehospitalroom openedasReba

walked.



Reba:motheryouwilldriveyourself?

MmaKgosi:Ithinkso.

Reba:Well,Sashatheattorneyhasaskedforthe

courttochangethedateofthetrial.Your

therapistwilldeem youreadyokay?

Sasha:okay.

Rebabedisighed.Shewasdownbutshewillrise

up.

Thisisjustasteptowardsabrightfuture.Ifshe

wantsabrightfuture.

MmaKgosi:Well,Ithinkwearedonehere.Letme

takethesetothecarandgiveyouguysspace.

ShewalkedoutcarryingSasha'sbagandclosed



thedoorbehindher.

Reba:whatdoyouwantSasha?Talktome.

Sashadidn'tunderstandRebaonebit.He

wantedtotalkafterhegaveheranultimatum.

Herthroatwasgettingbetterevenifshewas

slowtospeak.Itmightbepermanent

though.Theaftereffectsoftryingtokillyourself.

Sasha:Uhm...

Shepausedabitassheputherhandstogether.

Sasha:I..(suckinginabreath)willgiveitatry..



Rebanodded.Shewasstrugglingwithspeaking.

Reba:verywell.Let'sgo..

Hegaveherhishandandshelookedatit.

Reba:standup,Sasha..

Sasha:Iam....ok.

Rebajustgentlytookherhandandhelpedher

up.

Sashawasstartledbytheaction.Hewasnot

theonetoshowaffectionandthiswasanother

ofthoseraremomentsforhim todoso.



Onceshewasonherfeetsheheldontohis

armsandhechuckled.

Reba:Don'teverdosomethingasstupidasthia

orelseI'llkillyouSasha.

Shesmiledabit.Thatwasmorelikehim.She

noddedandtheywalkedoutofherhospital

room.Eventhoughhewasatoughguy,hewas

alwaysthereforherandthatwasallthat

mattered.

.

AtBobonong

MmaSolomonpaidtheladywhowasatthe

rankassheslippedthepillsinsideherhandbag.

Lady:pleasuredoingbusinesswithyou.



MmaSolomon:thankyou.

TheladywalkedawayandMmaSolomon

lookedaround.Noonenoticedathing.

Shejustwalkedinsidetheshoptobuyabottle

ofwater.Sheneededtowetherthroatabit.

Whenshewalkedoutsheheadedtothecar.

Shegotinsideandshejustplacedherheadon

thesteeringwheel.

Wasittherightdecision?Sheglancedather

handbagandshesighed.

Shewasabouttokillawholehumanbeing.

Tearswelledinhereyes.Sheknewthe

consequencesofdoingthis,shewasanursefor

cryingoutloudbutshecouldn'tbarethe



thoughtofhergrowingattachedtothechild

andthenthechilddies?Howmuchcanher

hearttake?

Shewipedhertearsandstartedthecar.She

neededtogethomeandgoaheadwithher

mission.Maduomust'vemadesomething.

.

AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Maduoswungherhipstotherhythm ofthe

songplayinginherheadphones.

Herparentswillbehome,shehasaproposalfor

them andsheneededtosweettalkthem into

agreeing.

Sheopenedthepotwhichhadthebeefstew

anditsmeltdivine.



Shewasgoingtowinthisone.Hermusic

pausedasherphonerang.

Maduo:haish..

Sheremovedthephonefrom herpocketand

shesawthecallleri.d.Afrownetchedonher

featuresbeforesheshookherheadand

pressedtheanswerbutton.Sheplacedthe

phoneatherbackpocket.

Maduo:hello...

Bogosi:hi..

Maduo:gettothepoint,whatcanIdoforyou?

Bogosi:Iwasjustcallingtocheckuponyou.

Maduotookouttheplateswhichshewas

dishingon.



Maduo:I'm good.Fine.Iam guessingthatisnot

whyyoucalledme.Obatlaeng?Whatdoyou

wantBogosi?

Bogosi:whoa,noneedtogetallworkedup.

Maduo:Youcaughtmeatabadtime.

Bogosi:andyou'retakingoutyourstressonme?

Shelaughed.

Maduo:fotshekBogosi..Mxm..

Hechuckled.Shewasdefinitelyoneofakind.

Maduoheardthesoundoftheignitionandshe

guessedthatherparentsoratleastoneof

them wasback.

Maduo:dude,I'llcallyouback.Therentsare

here.Andpleasegetstraighttothepoint.Sure.



Hehungupandshestarteddishingthepapand

beefstew.

ThedooropenedandMmaSolomonwalkedin.

MmaSolomon:smellsnicehere..

Maduo:eveningmom,bedoneinafew,youcan

gorelaxnow.Byee..

Sheshookherhead.

MmaSolomon:naarewankoba(you'rechasing

meout?)



Maduo:papa'swifebyeee...

Sheshookherheadsmilingassheremovedher

pumpswhileintheloungeandwalkedbarefoot

tillshereachedthebedroom whereshe

removedthenurseuniform.

Shechangedandworeherregularclothes.

MmaSolomon:(shouting)Whattimedidyour

dadleave?

Maduoshoutedbackequally.

Maduo:Aroundnine..saidsomethingabouta

calfbeingborn,warawara.Allthatfarm stuff.



MmaSolomon:Thefarm stuffputsfoodonthe

table.

Maduo:Iknow.Givemeaminuteorweshould

waitforpapa?

MmaSolomon:tenminutesthen...

.

AtMmaKgosi'shouse

ShewalkedinholdingSasha'sstufffrom

hospitalandKatsosmiledlookingathissister.

Rebawasnotwiththem unfortunately.Hehada

fewthingstotakecareof.

Katso:gladyou'regood.

Shenodded.



MmaKgosi:givehertimetorest.

Katsonodded.

Sashawalkedtoherroom andwhenshegot

there,shesatonthebedandlookedaround.

Thiswasgoingtobehardbutshehadto

heal.Healingwasmessy.Healinghadno

timeframebutshehadto.Peopleheal

differentlyandshehadnoideahowsheheals.

Howshewassupposedtobouncebackfrom

this.

Adoorknockdisturbedherfleetingthoughts

Sasha:open.



Katsowalkedinholdingatray.Itwasnothing

heavy.

Katso:Ibroughtfood,mom saidyouneedsoft

foods

Sashanodded.

Katsoplacedthetrayonherdresserandsat

nexttoher.

Katso:Justtrytobestrong,Idon'twanttolose

you.Wealreadylostdadandwecan'tloseyou

too.

HeheldontoSashaasshehuggedhim back.He

wasworriedabouther.



MmaKgosiwalkedtoSasha'sroom andshe

stoppedatthehalfopendoor.

Shewillbefine.Shejustneedstoknowthat

everyonecaresabouther.

.

AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Maduo:mama,dadhasn'tcomehomeyet...The

foodisonit'sway.

Maduowalkedtothekitchenandlefther

motheraloneintheloungeasshescrolledthe

channellist.

Shecamewiththewaterandabasinsothat

shecanwashherhandsandthenlastlycame



withthefood.

Hermothergaveherasideeye.

Maduo:what?

MmaSolomon:yououtdidyourself,whatdoyou

want?

Maduo:can'tIjustmakeanicemealfor

everyone?

MmaSolomon:Iknowyou..

Maduo:mamajusteat.

MmaSolomon:ifyousayso.

TheyateandMaduocouldn'tjustbesilent

anymore.Maybehermotherwillbeonherside

too.



Maduo:Ihaveaproposal.

Hermotherplacedherplatedownandlaughed.

MmaSolomon:Iknewit,bua..

Maduo:well,it'sproposals.Notjustone.

MmaSolomon:youwanttoeatourmoney.

Maduo:notatall,butitneedsmoney..

MmaSolomon:ahah..iketepele.Waitforyour

dad.

Maduo:finebut...

MmaSolomon:eatyourfood.

.

.
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AtKitso'splace

Shesatonthebedasshecreatedafake

Facebookprofile.ShewasguessingthatSasha

blockedheracrossallplatformsandevenher

number.

Ithasbeenweeksandtherewasnonewsabout

Sasha.Justthatthetrialwaspostponedtill

furthernoticeandshemightbeconvictedor

chargedforbeinginvolvedinallofthis.

ShesearchedSashaonFacebookandshesaw



heraccount.Kitsoclickedontheaccountand

sheonlysawtheprofilepicture.Itseemslike

shedeletedeverythingaboutherandthe

accountseemedbrandnew.

Insteadofsendingafriendrequestshesenta

messagerequest.Shedidn'twanttorevealher

identitytooearlyincaseshemightbeblocked

immediately.Sheplacedherphonedown.

Sashahasn'tbeenattendingschoolandshefelt

guiltyforherhandinthis,shewasn'tplanningon

thwm beingcaughtbyherbrotherorforKaone

toavtuallythrowherunderthebus.Alsoshe

thoughtSashawilltakethisthinglightheartedly

andnowit'sawholePolicecase.

Shesighed.Justonestupidmistakeruined

everything.

.



AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Maduo:dadisnotcoming,I'lltellyouguys

kamoso.

MmaSolomon:okay,goandsleep.

Maduo:night.

Maduoretreatedtoherbedroom leavingher

motherinthelounge.Shedialedherhusband's

numberanditsenthertovoicemail.

MmaSolomon:hey..whenareyoucominghome?

Sheleftthatvoicemessage.Thiswassounlike

him andshejustwantedhim near.Evenifsheis

goingtodosomethinghemighthateherforbut

hewasstillherhusband.



Sheheadedtoherroom whereshewent

straighttoherhandbag.

Shetookoutthetwopillsshewassupposedto

swallowtoendthispregnancy.

Shelookedatthem andshebreathedin.

Shecandothis.Shewillbleed,nothing

hectic.Shewalkedoutofherbedroom and

headedtothekitchenforaglassofwater.

Shewenttoherbedroom withtheglassand

pillsinhand.Walkingintotheirensuite

bathroom sheplacedbothpillsinhermouth

andshereallywantedtoswallowthem utshe

couldn'tbringherselfto.

Shespittedthepillsoutandrinsedhermouth



withwater.

Shecouldn'tdoit.Shewasgoingtobeababy

murderer.

Ifthechilddies,heorshewilldiebutshe

couldn't.

Shewalkedoutofthebathroom andbedroom

atafastpaceassheheadedtothekitchento

drinkmilkjustincase.

Afterswallowingthelastdropofmilkinher

glassshesighed.

Sheneedstotellhim.Maybethatiswhysheis

feelingclingyofhim.Thepregnancyhormones.

Shewalkedtothebedroom calmly.Shealmost

killedababy.



Shesatonthebedandcalledhim yetagainand

stillnoanswerShewasgettingworried.

Hewasneverthislate.

.

SomewhereinBobonong

Theshowerwasonasshesnuggledonthe

pillow.Atleasthespenttimewiththem today.

Sherubbedhertummywhichwasshowinga

little.Hisphonedisturbedherpeace.

Sheturnedandsawthecallerid.Shesawthe

numberandshewasprettyannoyed.

Shetookherphoneandtypedinthenumberon

hersandsaved.

Sheplacedhisphonebackonthestand.



Hegotoutoftheshowerwiththetowelhanging

lowonhishipsrevealinghistonedabdomen.

Miranda:Yourphonewasringingoffthehook

whileyouwereintheshower.

Him:shit!Ineedtogethome.

Hepeckedhercheekashegotdressed.

Shewasfascinatedbyhim andshewasno

longercontentinplayingtheotherwoman.She

wantedhim.Shethoughtshecoulddothisside

dishthingbuthowwasshegoingtokeepher

baby'spaternityasecret?

Miranda:soThabisoyouarenotleavingyour

wife?



Hegaveaboredlook.

Thabiso:AndIhopethosearethehormones

talking.MirandaIam notleavingmywifeforyou.

Shesulked.

Miranda:Howlongam Igoingtoplaysecond

besttoher?Iam carryingyourchildandyou

spendtimewithussometines.

Thabiso:anddidIdenythatchild'spaternity?o

skabatlagontlwaelaMiranda.

Mirandaheldbacktears.

Thabisosighedashebuttonedhisshirt.



Miranda:SoImeannothingtoyou,wecouldbe

happytogether.

Thabiso:Iam notleavingmywifeforyou,you

knewthatIwasmarriedMiranda.

Shesighed.

Miranda:Okay.Igetyou.Letmenotkeepyou.

Whenhewasdonehegrabbedhisphonefrom

thestandandkissedhercheekyetagain.

HewalkedoutandMirandasighed.Shehadthe

wife'snumbersoshebetterputittogood

use.Makethesituationworktoheradvantage

insteadofcomplainingaboutthesamething

overandoveragain.



Thabisogotinsidehiscarandsigned.What

explanationwashegoingtocookuptoday?

Hedialedhernumber.

Thabiso:Love...

Precious:Hello,IwasworriedaboutyouAreyou

okay?

Thabiso:Iam.I'm onmyway.

Precious:whatdelayedyou?You'reneverthis

late?waseveryhingokayatthefarm?

Thabiso:we'lltalkathome.I'm onmyway.Sleep.

Hiswifeyawnedattheendoftheline.

Precious:Okay.Willbewaiting...



Hehungupandstartedthecardrivingoff.

.

AtMmaKgosi'shouse

Sashalayonherbedasshestaredattheenpty

pagesofthediaryshenevergottowriteon

sinceshewastoobusy'livinglife'thantospare

timeforthesimplethings.

Shewrotedownherfirstdiaryentry.She

highlightedeverythingthathasbeenhappening

inherlifeandhoweverythingchangedwithin

theblinkofaneye.

Hertearsstainedthepageassheturneditand

continuedwriting.



Shewrotedownwhateverthatcametomind

abouthowherlifewas.

Shestoppedmidwayassheplacedthepen

downandwipedhertears.Shehadlongdeleted

herpicsfrom allhersocialmediaplatformsand

shedidn'thavethesameenergyasbefore.

Shewouldneverhavethesame

energy.Ever.Theykilledherinsomanyways

thantheycanimagine.

Sheclosedthediaryandtookherphone.She

basicallylongignoredthemessagesthat

floodedherinbox.Sheqasnotinthemoodto

talktoanyoneaboutanythingandshehasto

attendtherapy.Storyofherlife.



.

UNEDITED

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#22

AtMmaSolomon'shouse

ThedoorcreakedopenasThabisowalkedin.

Hebroughthisshirtcollarslightlytohisnose

andhecouldsmellthesteongscentofhis

cologne.

Hewassafe.HepassedyMaduo'sroom andhe

couldhearherspeakingtothephone.Shewas

alwaysonherphonebutyetagaintherewas

nothingshecoulddowhilstwaitingforher



results.

Hewalkedtotheroom hesharedwithhiswife

andhefoundherfastasleepwithabookonher

chest.SheandMaduowerealwaysstudious

andtheysharedthesametraitsthoughthey

bothdenyit.

Hetookthebookawayandhepulledthe

conforteroverherassheturnedfacingthe

otherdirection...

Hewalkedtothebathroom wherehesplashed

coldwateronhisface.

Aslongashiswifedoesn'tknowheissafe.

Hecan'taffordtoloseher.Hewalkedoutand

hegotundressed.

Hethenslidinsidetheblanketswithherand



placedherheadonhischest.

MeanwhileinMaduo'sroom

MaduolistenedtoBogosiwhoactuallyhad

nothinginteresting.

Maduo:haiwena,youcalledmefornothing.

Bogosi:Istilllikeyou.

Maduoshookherhead.Hewasherprom date

andthatisallthereis.

Maduo:BGIdon'tdorelationshipslaitaka.Ihave

tofocus.

Bogosi:JustachanceMaduo.

Maduo:Nnyaarra.Nope.Idon'tdorelationships.I

feelliketheywilldelayme.Wetalkedaboutthis.



Shelookedatherbedsidealarm anditwas

almosttwlevemidnight.

Bogosi:Maddyplease.

Maduo:Wetalkedaboutthisdude,thisgirlis

focusedandyesrelationshipsareinteresting

buturg..Ifeelliketheymakepeoplestupidand

theydorecklessthings.Totathosethingsare

stressful.Idon'twantthedramaattachedto

them Mr.

Bogosisighed.Therewasreallynowayto

convinceher.Hecouldn'tjustadmitdefeatlike

that.

Maduo:areweclear?Friendsonly?

Bogosi:Maduo...



Maduolaughed.

Maduo:Mr..yeela..Letmesleep.Thismidnight

callsaretheonesthatmakepeoplecatch

feelings.WearejustfriendsandIhopeIwon't

repeatthisagain.AkereBogosi?

Bogosi:(reluctantly)Yes.

Maduo:Good.Haveagoodnight.

Maduohungupandshewentbackto

Facebook.ShesawRethabile'spageinviteand

shesmiled.

Shetookheradvise.

SheinboxedThabi.

Maduo:" Youtookmyadvice"



Thabi:"shutup "

Maduorolledhereyesassherepliedherbefore

sheputherphoneonthestand.

Sheneededsleepbutshewascrosing

fingers.Hopingthatherdadgetstoapproveand

maybespendthemoney.

Sheismoneyorientedandmoneymakesthe

worldgoround.Notlove.Justmoney.

Shesmiled.Shewassmartandsheknewit.

....................................

Thefollowingmorning

Preciousopenedhereyesandshefelther

husband'sarmsaroundher.



Shesmiledtoherself.

Sheturnedandlookedathim sleeping.Histhick

eyelashesusedtomakeherjealousofhim ut

notanymore.

Shelookedathim tillheopenedhiseyesandhe

sawherlookingathim.

Thabiso:Morning.

Precious:Hey...whattimedidyoucomehome?

Thabiso:prettylate.Neorobetse(youwere

asleep)

Shenoddedbutfrownedassheliftedherhead

tolookathim.

Precious:Whatkeptyoutheretilllate?You're

usuallyhomeby7..whathappened?



Thabiso:Theywerecomplicationswiththebirth

andIhadtogolookforafewthings.

Preciousdidn'tknowmuchbutwhatsheknew

wasthatacalfbeingborncan'tmakeonecome

homelate.Orwassheoverthinkingthings?

Thabisosawthesuspicioninhiswife'seyes.

Heliftedherheadupandlookedather.

Thabiso:YouthinkthatIam lying?

Precious:aah..n.no..

Thabiso:letmereassureyou.Iam notlying

aboutmywhereabouts.Don'tdoubtmeMma

Solomonokay?

Shenodded.Sheremovedhishandsfrom



aroundherandshegotoutofbedleavingher.

Thabiso:ongadile?(areyouupset?)

Precious:no.I'm takingashower.

Thabiso:Canijoinyou?

Precious:.No,staythere.

Hechuckledashegotoutofbedinonlyhis

boxersandwalkedintothebathroom wherehe

foundheralreadyremovinghergown.

......................

AtCentralPoliceStation,Francistown

Kaonewashandedhisbelongings.Thebailhad

beenapprovedandhewasallowedtowaitfor

trialoutsidetheprisoncells.Hisstaywashell

backinthecells.



Officer:Youknowyourbailconditionsyoung

man.

Kaone:yessir.

Hewalkedoutofthepolicestationsndhe

spottedhisfather'scar.Hebowedhishead.He

disappointedthem andtheymostprobablyhate

him rightnow.Beingintheholdingcelksforthat

longjustshowedhim howmuchhewasnot

readyforprisonanditwasinevitable.Hewas

goingthere.

Heopenedthecardoorandsatattheback.

Kaone:dumelang.

Hisfatherkeptquietashestartedthecar.He

bailedhim outandhedidn'tknowhowtonow



atoneforhissins.Prisonlifewasotforhim.

HehadtocallKitsoandheknewhewas

supposedtostayawayfrom Sashabuthe

neededtoapologise.Haveacleanconscience.

Helookedatthebruisesonhisarm andsighed.

...............................

AtMmaKgosi'shouse

Sashasatonherbedasshelookedatthewhite

ceiling.Whatwasshegoingtodonow?Shehad

asessionlatertodaywiththwtherapistandshe

didn'tknowwhattodobeforethatsession.She

wasthebestintownapparentlyandshejust

hadtonotthinkaboutwhathappenedtoher.

Thinkingaboutitbroughthertotears.Shehated

herlifebutshechoseitnowand....



Aknockinterruptedherthoughts.

Sasha:comein(slowly)

Thedooropenedandhermotherwalkedinwith

atrayoffood.

MmaKgosi:Yourgrandmotherwillbecomingto

checkuponandIbroughtfood.Goodmorning.

Sasha:Morning

MmaKgosi:Don'ttalkmuch,you'regoingtoget

tiredandyouhaveanappointmentwiththe

therapist.

Sashanoddedashermotherplacedthetrayon

herstand.



MmaKgosi:Enjoy.

ShewalkedoutandSashalookedatthe

food.Shedidn'twanttoeatbutshehadto

eat.Thiswillbehard.

Shejustliftedthetrayandplaceditonher

thighs.

Shetookthespoonandmixedthesugarand

milkintotheporridge.

Shehadtogetthroughallofthis.

..........................

AtMmaSolomon'shouse

ThatafternoonMaduosatherparents

down.Shewasmakingapresentationormore



likeaproposal.

Herfatherlookedatherandshesmiled.She

wantedtheirmoney.

Precious:we'rewaitingbutjustknowthatIam

notpoppingthemoney.

Maduo:mom whatdoyouknowaboutpopping?

Hermothergaveheralookandshejust

shruggeditoff.

Precious:obonawena...

Thabisolookedathiswife.Whatwasupwith

hertoday?Maduomeantnoharm.

Maduo:Mama,Ididn'tdoanything.Ao



batho.Papatalktoyourwife..

Precious:

Thabiso:areyouokay?

Precious:yes(breathingin)

Maduoscrolledonherphonetillshesawthe

documentsheneeded.

Maduo:well,wecancontinuenowgood

people.Allinall,Iwantmoney.

Thabiso:TypicalMaduoBehaviour.

Precious:Talktoyourfather.Iam notgivingyou

mymoney.

Maduo:theresponse?

Thabiso:Youthinkwearegoingtogiveyou

moneyjustlikethat?



Maduosighed.Thestraightforwardapproach

failed.

Maduo:WellIcan'tsitathomedoingnothing

andpapaIdon'twanttogotothefarm.You

guysarenotgoingtopaymeforcheckingyour

booksbecauseyoupayformyschoolandall

that.Notthefarm papa.Don'tthinkaboutit

papa...don't.

Thabisoshookhisheadcackling.Helookedat

hiswifewhohadasmalllsmileonherface.

Thabiso:youandyourdaughteraregoingtobe

thedeathofme.

Precious:(shakingherhead)Iam stillnot

contributinganythingtowhateverMaduowants

todo.Yongwanaoratamadi(Thischildloves



money)

Maduo:Mama,Iam stillintheroom andit'san

investment.IwanttodoBitcoinandForex

trading.

Thabiso:That'srisky.

Maduo:Iknow.IknowbutIam goodwiththe

numbersdad.Iwanttodotheforexfirst.Ihave

thisapp,calledMetaTrader4.ItisforForex

tradeandthisistheonlyrequestIhave...

Precious:Lereetse,leutwemadia

batliwang(Listenandhearthemoneyshewants)

TheyalllaughedandMaduobreathedin.

Maduo:WellcanIatleasthaveP5000?

Herfatherlookedatherandhermother



shrugged.

Precious:gakeditsene(Theydon'tconcern

me)Wehavetostartsavingkanababiesare

expensive.

Thabiso'sheartskippedabitashelookedathis

wife.DidsheknowaboutMiranda?Maduowas

confused.Whatbabies?

.

.
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AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Precious:gakeditsene(Theydon'tconcern

me)Wehavetostartsavingkanababiesare

expensive.

Thabiso'sheartskippedabitashelookedathis

wife.DidsheknowaboutMiranda?Maduowas

confused.Whatbabies?

Silenceengulfedthewholeroom.Thetwowere

waitingforhertosaysomething.Whatwasshe

talkingabout?

Precious:Whyareguyssilent?Iwasjust

saying...Maddywareobatlabokahe?(Maddy

howmuchdidyousayyouwant?)



Thabiso'sheartracedashelookedathis

wife.Whatbabieswhereshetalkingabout?

Maduofrowned.Whatwasupwithhermother

today?

Maduo:Fivethousand.

Precious:WellthatisalotMaduo.Forexisrisky

ashell.

Maduo:Iknowmom.Ifitfailswhichitwon'tthen

Iwillreturnthemoneywithinterest.

Thabisowaspanicking.Whichbabiesisshe

talkingabout?

Precious:Idon'twanttowastemoneykana



Maduo.Babiesareexpensive.

Maduofrowned.Whatbabiesisshetalking

about?

Maduolookedatherfatherwhoseemed

nervous.Whatwasgoingonhere?

Maduo:mamawhatareyouonabout?

Precious:(sighing)It'sstillearlybutIam

pregnant.

BothMaduoandherfather'seyes

widened.Wait.What?

Precious:lentebesentlebatho(Lookatme

properlyguys)



Maduothenblinkedandwonderedifsheheard

hermotherwell.

Thabiso'sracingheartsloweddownbutthenit

pickedupagain.Hewasgoingtohavetodeal

withtwopregnantwomenand....

Herubbedhisearsandlookedathiswifewho

wasgivinghim andMaduolooks.

Precious:You'llcallmewhenyouguysareokay.

Shestoodupandleftthem boththereasshe

walkedtothekitchentogomakesomethingto

eat.

Bothofthem snappedoutofitandMaduo



breathedoutawow.Herfatherremained

speechless.

Maduo:Whoa..Ididn'texpectthat.Wow!

ThabisostoodupandleftMaduothere.

Hewalkedtothekitchenwherrhefoundher

openingtheshelves.

Herubbedhisstubbleashelookedather.He

didn'twanthertogothroughitallagain.

Thabiso:Hey..takwano.

Shestoppedwhatshewasdoingandwalkedto

him.Heheldherinhisarms.

Precious:Iknowthispregnancyisalreadyhigh



riskevenifIhaven'tseenthedoctor.

Thabiso:Iknow.Whendidyoufindthisout?

Precious:ThetimeIwasinGaboronefor

Maddy'sprom beforeyoucame.

Hesighedasherubbedhischinonherhair.

Thabiso:andwhydidn'tyoutellme?

Sheshrugged.

Precious:I'm scared.Iam soscaredaboutthis

one.Imightnotseethechild.Forthehundredth

time.Ilostsomanykids.Sosomany..

Shelookedupathim withtearyeyes.



Thabiso:thenwewilltryourbestwiththis

one.Don'tstress.I'm hereforyou.Always.

Shemovedawayfrom him andusedherhands

towipehereyes.

Precious:Iknow.Letmemakesomethingfor

youguystoeat.I'm onthelatenightshifttoday.

Thabiso:shouldyoubeworking?

Precious:Iam notevenshowing.Iwillbefine.I

guess..

Maduowalkedin.

Maduo:sorrytoruinthemoment.

Precious:wenaotlaswaba(laughing)



Maduo:andcongratsmom.Letshopeforthe

bestthistimeandIwillbethebestsisterthere

is.

Precious:ohsureyouwill.

Maduo:mama,thesarcasm issupposedtobe

usedbyme.Iam thechildhere.

TheylaughedasMaduowhined.

Maduo:movingontothebusinessofthe

day,am Igettingthemoneyornot?

Preciouslookedatherhusbandandhejust

lookedather.Sheinturnshrugged.

Precious:Iswearthatoloetswemomading

ngwanakewena(Isweartheybewitchedyou



wihmoneyyouchild)

Maduo:mama,papa.Themoney?

Thabiso:Let'sdothis,we'regoingtoloanyouthe

money.Andyoupayhundredpercentinterest?

Maduo'smouthdropped.Thatwasnotfair.That

wasnotfairatall.

Maduo:ngngpapa.Thatsnotfair.

Thabiso:takeitorleave.Yousaidyouknowthe

numberssweetie..

Maduo:aah..you'rerobbingmekana.

Thabiso:robbingyouofmoneyyoudon'thave

yet?

Shefoldedheramrsonherchestandlookedat

herdad.Shehadnochoice.



Maduo:ThethingsIdoformoney.It'sadeal.

Shegavehim herhandandheshookit.

Precious:Oratamadigore(Youlikemoney)

Maduo:comeswithwantingtorunWallstreet

mamzo.WellpapawhenshouldIexpectthe

depositthen?

Precious:Maduo..justleavetuu..

Shelaughedasshewalkedoutsingingwitha

horriblehorriblevoice.Herparentswereusedto

thathorriblesingingvoiceofhers.

Maduo:"NothinginthisworldthatIlikemore

thancheques.Moneeyy.AllIwannaseeis



money"

WhenshewasoutThabisowalkedtohiswife

andpeckedherlips.

Thabiso:Igotyouokay?

Precious:yes.

..............................

Atthetherapist

Sashaheldherselfrigidstillasshewaitedfor

thetherapist.

Howwasshesupposedtotalktosomeonewho

hasneverbeenthroughwhatevershewent

through?



Butshepromisedthem thatshewilltrytobe

better.

TheDrwalkedinandshesatonthecouch

oppositeSasha's.

Her:Hi..Iam DrMasonbutyoucancallme

Thato.What'syournamesweetie?

Sasha:SashaKgosi.

Sasharecognizedthesurname.Shewasa

Mason.Wow!Nowonderhermotherbroughther

here.

DrMason:(chuckling)SashaIcanseethe

wheelsspinninginyourhead.Iam notmyfamily

name.Justlikeyouarenotyourfamilyname

right?



Sheshrugged.Guessso.

DrMason:wellIreadthefileIgotbutIwantyou

totellmeaboutyou.Wehaveathreehour

sessionsotakeyourtime.

Sashasighedheavily.Shewasprettythough.

Sasha:You'renameisThato?

DrMason:yes.Sasha...

Sasha:well..(littlepause)I'm SashaKgosi.21

years.

DrMasonsmiledsweetlyatherandshewasn't

rudetoher.



DrMason:Iguessyouareinschool?

Sasha:yes.HaBAC.Iam doingFinancethatside.

DrMason:That'snice,youlovecrunchingthe

numbers?

Sasha:YesIdo.Moneydoesmaketheworldgo

round.

DrMasonchuckledasshewrotedownonher

notepad.

DrMason:otherthandealingwithmoneywhat

doyoulike?

Sashapausedforamomentasshethought

aboutit.



Sasha:Ihonestlydonotknow.Iwastoobusy

tryingtoenjoymylifethatIneverreallyhad

timeforahobby.

DrMasonnotedthatdowntoo.

DrMason:Didyouoftenuseyourfamilyname?

Sheshookherhead.

Sasha:NotalotofpeopleknewIwasaKgosi.In

thesensethatmanypeoplehavethatsurname

butarenotnecessarilyrelatedtomy

grandfather....

DrMason:Iubderstand.Whatdidyoulovetodo

asateenager?



Shesighed.

Sasha:totaIwasalwaysonsocialmediaifnot

thatIwasstudingorshoppingwhenIhadtime.I

neverdidanythinguseful.

DrMason:church?

Sashasmiledabit.Shehadatonepointwanted

togotochurchbutneverdid.

Sasha:sadlymyfamilyistraditionalifyouget

whatImean.

DrMason:Iunderstand....friends?

Sashaobservedhowitwaseasytoletgoand

talktothiswoman.Shedidn'tevenputpressure

onyoutotalk.Itjustcomesandyouoffermore



informationthanintended.

Sasha:Igrewupwithouthavingfriendsand...

Shepausedassheheldbackhertears.

Sasha:IhadonewhenIstartedoutkovarsity

andsheturnedouttosellme...

DrMasonhandedheratissuetowipethetears

thatthreatedtofalldownhercheeks.

DrMason:youdon'thavetotalkaboutit,it'sstill

raw.Wearenotrushinganywhere.

Sashawipedhertearsandlookedather

therapist.



DrMason:siblings?excludingtheknown

RebabediKgosi.

Sashachuckledsoftly.

Sasha:Docareyoucrushingonmybrother?He

issingleandIcanputinagoodwordforyou...

DrMasonlaughedlookingatSasha.

DrMason:Iam notcrushingonhim.

Sasha:allthewomensaythat.Heis

hoooot.Smokinghot.DocshouldIgivehim your

number?

DrMason:WaswabaSasha..



Sashalaughedsoftly.

Sasha:Ihaveanotherbrother,hewillbe18next

year.SoIam theonlygirlchild.

DrMason:andwehavethatincommon.Iam

surroundedbytwoidioticmalesthatcall

themselvesmybrothers.

Sasha:aahno.SoLefikaisidioticgoriana?Heis

alwayssoserious.

DrMason:Sashawaswaba.Heisolderthanyou.

Sasha:Iknow.Justsaying.Ican'tsaythesame

aboutReba.Yoh!



DrMason:Solookatthepatientanddoctor

gossiping?

Sasha:totathisoneIcan'tIdon'tunderstandmy

brother.Heislikearobot.Youdid

psychology,givemetips...

DrMasonlaughedasSashaspokeallofthisin

aslowsoftvoice.Sheunderstood.Theywillget

totheimportantissues.Shehastobe

comfortablearoundherfirst.

DrMason:afteryouaregoodandwellIwillgive

youafew...

Sasha:thankyoudoc.Ilikeyou.Ithink.



DrMason:andIthinkIlikeyoutooSasha.

Sasha:andthankyoufor...

Shepausedasherthroatbecamedryandthe

paincame..

Sasha:w..water.

DrMasonstoodupandpouredwaterforherin

aglass.

ShegaveittoSashabeforeshesatdown.

Shedrankthewaterslowly.Wettingherthroat

andshefeltbetter.Itmightberaspysoon.



Sasha:Thank...you...fornotforcing...meto

talk..aboutwhathappened.

DrMason:AsIsaidwehavetimeandifyou

wanttotellme,youwillSasha.

.

.
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Atthetherapist's

Sashawalkedoutoftheoffice.Shewascarrying

herprescription.Shehadtogolookforthepills

atthechemist.

Sheusedherhandtoshieldherfacefrom the

sunasshesteppedoutofthebuildingheading

totheparkinglot.

Hermotherhadpromisedtocomeandpickher

upfrom thesession.

Sashalookedaroundtheparkinglotandshe

spottedhermother'scar.Shebrisklywalkedto



thecarandopenedthedoor.

Shesatatthefronseat.

MmaKgosi:Howwastherapy?

Sasha:okay.Shegavemethisprescription.

MmaKgositookthepaperasshetriedtoread

whatwaswritten.

MmaKgosi:fluoxetineandBupropion.IfIam

readingitwell.

Sasha:shedidsaysomethingofthatsort,she

saidthepharmacistwillknowthedosageand

allwhenwegetthere.

MmaKgosi:wellweshouldheadtherefirst

beforeIpickKatsoupfrom school.

Sasha:Okay.



Shefixedherseatbeltashermotherstartedthe

car.

Sheadjustedthemirrorandreversedoutofthe

parkinglot.ThePharmacyfirstthenshewillpick

Katsoupfrom school.

...............

AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Maddy'sphonebeepedandshesawthemoney

transferredtoheraccount.

Timetomakethemoney.

Sheopenedtheappinherphone.Shehoped

thisworksorsheowesherparentsbig

time.P10000isnojokesoshebetterworkher



midastouchonthis.

Aphonecallinterruptedher.

Maduo:Hello.

Rethabile:MaddyIhaveagig.

Maduo:forreal?Congrats.Whorecommended

you?

Rethabile:Wellmybrother'sfriendhasaparty

somybrotherdecidedtoaskmetohelpthem

outwithentertainment.

Maduo:that'sawesomefriend.Iam happyfor

you.Didyoutalktothem?

Rethabile:aboutwhat?

Maduorolledhereyes.Shewasbeingevasive

andsheknewshedidn'tbothertalkingtothem.



Maduo:youwantingtostudylawdummy.Did

youtalktothem?

Rethabile:gothata.Itisreallyhard.Kanathey

reallywantmetobeadoctor.

Maduo:sosentlesentleRethabilewagodira

bongakaosabobatlekaoremongwele

mongwekolwapengkengaka?(SoRethabile

youaregoingtostudymedicinejuatbecause

everyoneathomeisadoctor?)

Therewassilenceattheendoftheline.

Maduoshookherhead.

Maduo:monyanatlhennaserious.Youhavegot

tobekiddingnerightnow..

Rethabile:Youwouldn'tunderstand,Iwouldbe

disappointingthem.



Maduo:fine.Fine.Pleasethem Rethabile.Bea

doctor.Igetit'sindemandwarawaraand

everyoneinyourfamilyisscienceorientated

butyoudon'twanttogodownthatroadya

hatingyourcareerbecauseitwasn'ttheone

youwanted...

Rethabiledidn'trespond.

Maduo:waitsekana!Diraseosebatlang.Nnane

kempaketikelatlhwarelegonyana(Wow!Doas

youplease,Iwasjuststatingmyopinion)

Rethabile:Mad...

Maduo:isfine.Rethabilejustdowhatmakesyou

happy.Youdidn'ttalktothem maybetheymight

understand.Youjustdecidedtogowiththe

flow.Youarekillingthedreamswehad

jaanong.Butifdoingmedicinewillmakeyou

happysodoit.ButjustknowthatItriedtogive



youadvice.Letsdropitnow..

Rethabile:(sighing)okay...OkayMsOprah.

Maduo:shutup.GapetalktoBogositlhemma

wena.

Rethabile:youwanthim?

Maduolaughed.Shelaughed.

Maduo:fuckno!Ae...Kanahecaughtthefeelsso

badandItoldhim wearejustfriends.

Rethabile:aomma.

Maduo:Ineedtosecurethebagfirstbefore

tryingoutthis'relationship'thing.Menare

intimidatedbywomenwhoaresuccessfuland

havemoney.

Rethabile:Youlovemoney..

Maduo:Itmakesthemoneygoroundbaby



girl.Buttotapleasetalktoyourparentsbefore

youdecideonthatcoursetuu.Westillhavea

monthorsotillresultsareoutsogivethem the

wholeDecembertothinkaboutit.

Rethabile:finebut...

Maduo:nobuts.Look,I'llcalllaterIam abitbusy.

Rethabile:whatbusy?Youarealwaysknsocial

media?

Maduo:Idohavealifeyouknow,justbecauseI

canspendathirdofmydayknlinedoesn't

meanIam alwaysonsocialmedia.Connections

mntase.

Rethabile:suuure(laughing)

Maduo:byeyoh!

Shehungupamdchuckledalone.Nowshe

neededtoconnectallofthiswithherbank

account.Shehopesitreallyworks.



AtMmaSolomon'sroom

Shelaiddownonhertummyasherhusband

gaveheramassage.

Precious:okayrightthere(moaningsoftly)

Hemassagedthatspotandsheclosedher

eyes.Itwassogood.

Thabiso:yougood?

Precious:sooogood.Yourhandsare

magic.Keepmassagingthatspot.

Thabiso:you'vebeenstressed?

Precious:yes.WhatifIlosethebaby?



Thabiso:youwon't.I'm here.

Shegentlysqueezedhishandandsmiled.He

smiledbackatherashecontinuedwithher

backmassage.

Thabiso:Howsoonwillyoubegoingtoseea

doctor?

Precious:maybetomorrow?Icanbookan

appointmentwhenIgotoworkinafew.

Thabiso:That'sfineandpleasedonotoverwork

yourself.

Precious:IwillnotIpromise.Thispregnancyas

hardasIfeelitisgoingtobe,wemightmakeit.

Hekissedherback.



Thabiso:wewill,Maduowill....

Precious:ngng...Don'ttalkaboutit.Ican't

believeIwillbedoingthattomychild.Totadon't

talkaboutit.Thatissuehasbeenstressingme

eversinceMaduowasborn.

Thabiso:ItisinevitablePrecious.

PrecioussighedassheturnedandThabiso

stoppedmassagingher.Sheusedthebedsheet

tocoverherchestasshelookedathim.

Precious:HowdoItellthattomyonlychild?

Thabiso:sheisnolongertheonlychild...

Precious:Idon'tthinkIwillbereadytotell

her...Thisisgoingtosoundweirdanditisstill

weirdtometoo.Totalonaaaahh.Don'ttalk

aboutit...It'sstressful.

Thabiso:ok.Don'tthinkaboutitfornowbutyou



knowthattheyalwaysgetwhattheywant.

Precious:Iknow.Iknow....

Shelookedathim andsmiled.

Precious:Youaresogoodtome.Ilostsomany

childrenandyoustillstayed.

Thabiso:Ididsayforbetterorforworse.

Precious:aahyes..Youdid.Iloveyouokay?

Thabiso:Iloveyoumore.

............

AtMmaKgosi'shouse

SheparkedthecarandKatsogotout

first.Sashalookedatherprescriptionsand



sighed.

Hermotherrubbedherhand.

MmaKgosi:Itwillbehardbutyouwillhealokay?

Sashanoddedandgotoutofthecar.

Shewalkedinsidethehouseandfoundher

grandmotherwhoimmediatelygaveherapitiful

look.Shedidn'twant.Shedidn'tneedpity.

Sasha:dumelang..

Shegreetedasshewentstraighttoher

room.Thisishard.Howwillthepeopleatschool

lookather?Sheneedstochangeschools

ASAP.MaybeRebamightputinagoodwordfor

her.Shecan'tlivehereknowingthatthepeople



hereknowwhathappenedtoherandwho

knows,maybetheyhavevideosandpicturesof

her.

Shemighthavetorewriteafewmodulessince

sheisnotattendingschoolbutsheillre

write.Noonegetsoversuchtraumathatfast.

Sheblinkedbackhertearsandplacedherpills

onthestandbeforesittingonthebed.

.
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AtMiranda'splace

ShelookedatThabiso'wife'snumber.She

wantedtocallherandtellherthatshewasnot

enoughforherhusbandtocheatonher.

Didsheowethewifelotalty?Nope!Itwasher

husbandwhoowedherloyaltynother.

Sherubbedhertummy.Shewantdtobehappy

withThabiso,problem wasthathewasmarried.

Shelookedatthenumberonceagainbefore

shetypedatext.

'Yourhusbandischeatingonyou.Thatwaswhy

hewaslatetheotherday'



Shesentthetextwithanumberofhersthat

Thabisodidnothave.Shesmiled.Shewanted

herbabydaddytobepresentinherchild'slife

andplayanactiveroleintheirlives.Plushewas

goodlookingso...

Shewasmakingtheprocessmucheasier,she

knewwomen.Onceamancheats,thewhole

marraigecrumblesbecausewomencan'tstand

cheating.SosheisdoingThabisoaflavourplus

hewon'tknowit'sher.

Shedoesn'thavehiswife'snumber.Thatiswhat

hewillthink.Herplanwasgoingtocomealong

justfine.

•

AtMmaSolomon'shouse



Preciousbuttonedupherburseuniform.She

tiedherweaveandshelookedatherselfinthe

mirror.Shewasfine.

Thabiso:CanIdropyouoffatwork?

Precious:No,I'llbefine.

Thabiso:andIam notnegotiatingwithyou.

Precious:fine...

Thabisowalkedoutoftheroom withthecar

keysandPreciousgrabbedherphoneandbag

beforeshewalkedoutoftheroom.

Precious:Maduo(shouting)

Maduo:maaaa(Shoutingback)



Maduowalkedoutofherroom.

Maduo:ma?

Precious:Cookdinner.I'm leaving.

Maduo:shouldIdishforyou?

Precious:Yes.

Maduo:okayBye.

WiththatMaduowalkedbacktoherroom and

hermothershookherhead.Whatachildshe

has.Pityshewillgrowupfast.

Shecheckedherwatchassheheardthecar's

enginestart.

Sheisguessinghewillbedroppingherwithhis

car.



Shewalkedoutofthehouseandshewalkedto

thecar.

Shegotinsideandfrowned.

Precious:what'sthat?

Thabiso:what?

Precious:smellslikeperfume.It'shorrible.

Thabiso'sheartskippedeightbeatsatonceas

hequicklyopenedthewindowstoletthefresh

airfillthecar.

Thabiso:Uhm...maybeyou'rehormonesare

playingwithyou.

Precious:Idon'tthinkso.Ihaveneversmeltthis

horribleperfumeinnylife.Weirdit'sinyourcar.



Thabiso:whatareyouinsinuating?

Precious:nothing.

Thabisoreversedasshebuckledup.

Preciousunlockedherphone.Sheclickedonthe

messagefrom theunknownnumber.

'Yourhusbandischeatingonyou.Thatwaswhy

hewaslatetheotherday'

Herheartdroppedafterreadingthefirst

sentence.ShelookedatThabisoastearsfilled

hereyesbutsheblinkedthem back.Maybethis

isaprank.

Heisn'tcheatingonheragainishe?Theytalked



aboutthis.Theyreallytalkedaboutthis.She

didn'tevenknowthisnumberbuthowdidthe

personfindhers?

Shelookedoutsidefacingthewindowasher

tearsrefusedtogoback.Thiscouldn'tbe

true.Shedidn'twantthistobetrue.

Thabisoobservedthesilenceinthecar.He

lookedathiswifeandshewasfacingtheother

way.

Thabiso:areyoufine?

Precious:mmhmm..kesharpo.

Hecouldhearthesadnessinhervoice.



Thabiso:lookatme..

Precious:justdrive,Iam alreadylateformyshift.

Thabisolookedatthetimeandshewasfar

from beinglate.Hershiftstartedat6pm.What

waswrong?Hermoodjustchangedintheblink

ofaneye.

Preciouspickedherphoneupandreadthat

messageoverandoveragain.Whywasshe

stressingherselfaboutthingsthatmightnotbe

true?Thatisn'ttrue.

Maybetheywanttodestroyhermarriageonce

againandshewilkbelettingthem playonher

marriage.

Thabisoparkedoutsidethehospitalgateand



lookedathiswife.

Thabiso:we'rehere.

Preciouslookedupbeforesheunbuckledher

seatbeltandshetriedtoipenthedoorbut

Thabisoquicklylockedit.

Precious:tlherralotlololalebati(pleaseunlock

thedoor)

Thabiso:What'sup?

Precious:nothing.Openthedoor.

Thabiso:Iam notopeningthisdoor?What's

wrong?

Preciousfacedhim withtearsblindingher

vision.



Precious:wanthataakere?(youloveme?)

Thabiso:Ee.Whatkindofquestionisthat?Of

courseIloveyou.Whereisthiscomingfrom?

Precious:You'llneverdoanythingtohurtme

akere?

Thabisoheldhercheek.

Thabiso:Iloveyoutoomuchtohurtyou.Where

isallofthiscomingfrom kante?

Shemovedherheadasshelookedathim.She

decidedagainsttellinghim aboutthe

anonymoustext.

Precious:Hormonesmustbedoinganumberon



me..

Sheforcedalightlaughandshehuggedhim.

Precious:unlockthedoor.

Thabisodidsoandsheopenedthe

door.Steppingoutofthecar,shesaidbyeand

closedthedoor.

Thabisowaitedtillshewalkedinsidethe

hospitalandhestartedthecar.

Thatwasalmostclose.Shewouldleavehim

w>thnohesitationonceshefindsout.

HedroveofftoMiranda'splace.



Meanwhileinthehospital

Preciouswasstressed.Thattextjustchanged

herwholemoodandshedidn'tthinkshewas

goingtofocustodayatwork.Howwasshe

goingtoattendpatientswhensheisstressed

too?

Shejustwalkedtothedoctor'soffice.

Shewalkedinandsatdown.Saronasmiledand

Preciouscouldn'thelpbutsmile.Sasahadthat

thingthatalwaysmadepeopletorelaxandbe

happy.

Precious:you'vebeenonthesenightshiftsall

weekSasa.

Sarona:Preshwee..Ihavenoonetogoto.What



canIdoforyou?

Precious:IcametobookanappointmentbutI

am sostressed.LemamaIdon'twanttostress

herwiththingsthatmightnotbetrue.

Sarona:marriageproblems?

Precious:thatthingissostressful...(sighing)

Sarona:let'sdealwithyourappointment

first.Whatistheappointmentfor?

Precious:Iwanttodoasonogram.I'm pregnant.

Saronaclappedherhands.

Sarona:congratulations.Thistimeebileyou

shouldn'tevenbestressing.Whateverthatis

stressingyou,justblockitout.

Precious:yesDoc.YesMadam Dr.

Sarona:sowhattime?



Precious:around2pm?Willyoubehere?

Sarona:foryouyes.Sonowwhat'sstressingyou?

Precious:forgetit.

Sarona:ngng.Ican't.Thatthingisalsostresaing

ourchild.TalkPresh.

Precioustookherphoneoutandsheshowed

Saronathemessage.

Saronareadthemessageandfrowned.

Precious:Ihavenoideawhothatis.Kanaofmy

motherhearsthatItoldanunmarriedfriendmy

problems,shewillstartwithherdaily

complaints.

Sarona:CanIseethenumberthatsentthe

message?



Preciousshowedheragain.

Sarona:yourmotherisrightyouknow,friends

aredangerous.Whoknows,Imightstealyour

husbandifyoukeepventingyourproblems.

Precious:OkaswabaSarona.

Saronalaughedasshetookoutherphone.The

numberwasfamiliartoher.Reallyfamiliar.

Shetypedthenumberandsearchedforiton

hercontacts.Miranda'snamepoppedupand

shewasequallyshocked.

Shebreathedinandout.Shouldshegetinvolved?



Precious:whatisit?

Sarona:see...

Sheshowedherherphoneandthecontact.She

verifiedthenumbersandtheymatched.

Precious:Mirandaasinthatcousinyoualways

toldmeaboutwagosabonatirosinceshe

finishedschool?

Saronasadlynodded.

Precious:(sighed)It'sokay.Shemightbe

warningme.Plusitcan'tbeher.Isn'tshetoo

young?YazinIshouldn'tbestressingmyselflike

this.Iaoundlikeaninsecurewomanrightnow.

Sarona:Let'sbeoptimisticinallofthis.I'llbe



thereforyourappointmenttomorrow.Letmego

home.Myshiftjustended.

Precious:ok.Thankyou.

Sarona:don'tstressourchild.Thistimewewant

youtohaveahappypregnancyPresh.

Preciousbreathedinandout.

Precious:okaySasa.Bye..

Preciouswalkedoutherofficewithaheavy

heart.Shewon'tbeabletofunctiontoday.Itwas

alltoomuch.

Stresswaseatingherinsidesandshedidn't

wanttostress.Shewasinthefirsttrimesterand

shecouldlosethisbabyjustasfast.



Shebreathedinandoutasshewalkedtowhere

therotawas.Sheneededtostartdoingher

rounds.

Shewilldealwithallofthisonceshegetshome.

Butshewasn'tokayatall.Shedidn'twanttobe

theinsecurewifeandhemightactuallycheat.

ShetookherphoneanddialedMaduo'snumber.

Itrangforsometimebeforesheanswered.

Maduo:mama..Olebetsesengwe?keyegose

dropa(mom..didyouforgetsomething?ShouldI

godropitoff?)

Precious:No..Uhm.hasyourdadarrivedyet?



Maduo:Notyet.Idanythingwrong?

Precious'sheartplummetedtotheground.She

heldontothewall.Sheshouldn'tjumpto

conclusions.

Precious:No..Don'tforgettocookokay?

Maduo:yesmam.Bye.

Precious:bye.

Shehungupandshetookreallydeep

breaths.Focusonworkandbreakathome.This

wasnotthetimenorplaceforhertobe

stressed.

.

AtRebabedi'shouse



Rebabediheldthebarsassweattrickleddown

hisrockhardabs.Hepushedhisbodytothe

linitsandkeptonwiththeexercisetillhewas

sweatyalloverandhisbodycouldn'ttakemore.

Hisbodyglistenedwiththesweatandhejust

grabbedhiswaterbottleandgulpedthewater

downinonego.

Hewalkedoutofthegym room andheadedto

hisbedroom.Ithasbeenawhilesincehehad

someandhereallyneededtoreleasehispent

upfrustrations.Wherethehellwashegoingto

findasub?

Hisphonerangandhesawthecallerid.He

wantedtorejectthecallbuthethought



otherwiseofit.

Heansweredthecall.

Reba:Ntatemogolo.

Kgosi:notevendumelangm

Reba:dumelang,kekalethusakaeng?(Good

evening,howmayIhelpyou?)

Kgosi:Iam byyourgate.Openthegate.

Rebabedisilentlycursed.Hecanneverberidof

theoldguy?Alwaysbuttinginhisbusiness.

Reba:okay..

Hehungupandgrabbedatowelashewiped



thesweatoffhiabody.

Heheadedtotheloungewherehefoundthe

remotecontrol.Hepressedthegreenbutton

andthegateslidopen.

ThecardroveinandRebawasalreadynot

lookingforwardtothisconversationthatthey

mighthave.

Hedidn'twanttoloseitbecausethisguyis

alwayspressinghisbuttonsandwhenhe

snaps,he'sdisrespectful.

Heshookhisheadashepressedthebuttons

onthedoor,openingitashisgrandfather

walkedoutthecar.Hemust'vehadthedriver

bribghim here.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Hisgrandfatherwalkedinsidethehouseand

satdownonthecouch.

Reba:dumelang.



Kgosi:RebabediIknowthatyou'restubbornbut

thisishappening.

Reba:Thisismylife...

Kgosi:Rebabediwedidn'twakeuponemorning

anddecidetomarryyouoff.

Reba:seemslikeyoudid.Idon'twanttomarry.I

am alreadystableandIdon'tneedthedrama

thatcomeswithcommitment.

Kgosishookhishead.

Kgosi:sitdown.

Rebabedisighedashesatonthecouch

oppositehisgrandfather'sandlookedat

him.KgosijustsawhissoninRebabediandhe

wastheexactcarboncopyofhim.Attitudeand

more.



Kgosi:Rebabedisheisyourchosen.

Reba:don'ttellmeyoubelieveinthat.

Kgosi:Theancestorschoseherforyoubefore

shewasborn.

ThistimeRebabedichuckledindisbelief.What

mambojumbowasthisnow?

Reba:Youhavegottobekiddingme....Don'ttell

methatexists.

Kgosi:Youknowweareatraditionalfamily

Rebabedi.

Reba:Doesn'tmeanIbelievethat.Wherethe

ancestorstherewhenwhathappenedyearsago

happened?



Kgosiwastakenbacktoyearsagoandhe

shookhishead.Henevertalksaboutitandhe

movedonsofast.

Kgosi:Rebabe....

Reba:ntatemogoloandyouexpectmeto

believethatIalreadyhadawifepredestinedfor

me?Badimobalonaneh?(Yourancestorsneh?)

Kgosi:Butthereisnothingyoucando

Rebabedi.Negotiationswillgoon.Sheistheone

tocarrytheKgosiheir.

Reba:Youhadnylifeplannedoutjustlike

that?Okay(shakinghisheadindisbelief)

Kgosi:Thisisforthebest.Asisaidbefore,once

hsehasbearedtheheir,youcandivorceheras

peryourwishes.

Reba:Andyoustilldoasyoupleaseinmy

life.Andpoorchilddoesnotknowherlifeis



beingcontrolledbyancestors.Whatselective

ancestorswehave....

Kgosi:Rebabedidonotdisrespectyour

forefatherslikethat.

Reba:nyaacontinuewithyourplananyway.My

handsaretiedwhenitcomestothisbecause

youhave"thepowertodestroyme"ofitlhetse

katseebonolo...

KgosichuckledashelookedatRebabedi's

straightface.

Kgosi:Sojustsoyouknowwearegoingtogo

aheadwiththis.

Reba:Iknow...Ifthatisall..

Rebastoodupandwalkedtothedoor.He

openedthedoorforhisgrandfather.



Kgosistoodupandwalkedtothedoorthenhe

facedReba.

Kgosi:Wewillnotifyyouofallproceedings.

Reba:(sighing)ok.

Hisgrandfatherwalkedoutandheclosedthe

door.Enteredthepinanditlockedthedoor.

Heheadedtothegym again.Morefrustration.A

wife?Nowthatismessedupandhehatesit

whentheymakedecisionsofsuchimportance

regardlessofhowhefeelsandnowtheyare

basingtheirdecisionsonancestors?Bull...

Hestartedoutonthetreadmillandstartedout

withfullspeed.Heneededasubasof

yesterdat.Onewhowouldunderstandthe



terms.Notbonewhowouldcatchfeelingsand

crywhenheendsthewholething.

.

AtMiranda'shouse

Sasaparkedhercaroutsidethegateasshe

sawtheblacklandroverintheyard.She

containedherangerforhercousin.She

removedherwhitecoatwhichhadhername

tagandshegentlyplaceditontheother

seat.Beingwheresheiswasn'teasybutshe

washereandshehashadenoughrelationships

tolastheralifetime.

Sherolledhercarwindowsslightlydownasshe

sawthetalldarkmanwalkoutthedoor.The

mansherecognizedprettywell.



Sarona:holyshit!

Hegotinsidehiscarandhereversedoutofthe

yard.Sherolledupthewindowandducked.He

wouldrecognizeheranywhere.

Thabisosawthecarparkedatthegateandhe

decidedtoignoreitashedroveoff.

Sasacheckedifthecoastwasclearandit

was.Sheunlockedhercardoorsandwalkedout.

Shewalkedinsidetheyardtillshereachedthe

door.

SheknockedtwotimesbeforeMirandaopened



thedoor.

Miranda:Heycuz.Comeinside.

SasawalkedinsideandMirandaclosedthe

door.

Whensheturnedahotslaplandedonhercheek

thatthesoundechoedinthewholeroom and

shegaspedinshock.

Miranda:Whatthe?

Anotherslaplandedonherothercheek.

Mirandawasperplexed.Whatthefuckwas

wrongwithSarona?



Mirandaliftedherheadandshesawangerin

Sarona'seyes.

Sarona:ebilekaboosemoimanakabokego

nyedisabotlhoko(Ifyouweren'tpregnant,I

wouldbeatyouupsobad)

Mirandawaslostforwords.Whatwasupwith

Sarona?

Sarona:kareofitlhetsekatseebonolo.O

tshamekelamolenyalonglamotho(Youfounda

humbleperson.Youareplayingonhermarriage)

Miranda:WhatdidIdotoyou?Saronawhatthe

hell?youcan'tbeatapregnantwomanletalone

slapme.

Sarona:I'm adoctorandafewslapswon'tkill



yourchild.Ithoughtyouwerebetterthanthis.

Mirandawaslost.Firstsheisslappedwithot

validreasonnowSaronaisonaboutsonething

shehasnoknowledgeof.

Sarona:stopactingsurprised.Akerewenai

sethubamalapa.

Miranda:Saronakante?

Sarona:wasn'tthatThabisodrivingoff?WaitseI

am disappointedinyou.Sosodisappointed.

Miranda:WhatIdowithyouisnoneofyour

businessSarona.Jeez.

Mirandawalkedawayandsheheadedtothe

kitchenwheresheopenedthefreezerandtook

themixedvegetablespackandplaceditonher

burningcheek.



Saronafollowedhertothekitchen.

Sarona:whatwereyoutryingtoachieve?

Miranda:whatthehellareyouonaboutSarona?

Sarona:waitse!Banyana.Mekwepaneh.

Miranda:Andwhoareyoutojudgemeandwa

rekgangyagagokeeng?

Sarona:That'swhyyourefusedtotellthefamily

whogotyoupregnant.Causeyouaresetoutto

destroyanotherwoman'sfamily.Doyouknow

thatthemanyouareseeingismarried?Mr

Solomonismarried.

ItthenclickedthatSaronawasonabout

Thabiso.Howthehellwasthatanyofher

concern?



Miranda:Howisthatyourconcern?

Sarona:andyouarenotashamed?

Miranda:Thatmanowesloyaltytohiswifeand

familynotme...

Saronaclappedherhands.

Sarona:heeduu!Babirwankutlusengmelekoe..

Miranda:true..TotaIam notconcernedabout

whathappensinhismarriage.

Sarona:saysthegirlwhosentthetexttohis

wife?oristhatadifferentMiranda?

Hereyeswidenedinshock.Howdidshefind

thatout?



Sarona:Andshesaysheoweshisfamilyloyalty

andwhathappensinhismarriagedoesnot

concernheryetsheistheonesendingtextsto

thewife.Tendeciesofbeinga

homewrecker.Verysoonyou9bemakingnoise

inBobonongtrashingthepoorwoman.

Miranda:Saronathatisnoneofyourbusiness..

Sarona:letmetellyousonething,Sasamooke

moBobirwa.ItisnotKasanebaby.Banyanaba

loa.Womenwouldgoconsulttraditionaldoctors

tosafeguardtheirmarriagesandyouare

playingwithfire.

Mirandarolledhereyes.

Sarona:Iwarnedyou.Insteadoflookingforajob

youarehappybeingasidechick.Howlongwill

heplayhappyfamilieawithyoubeforedeciding

togobacktohisfamily?Andhestopstaking



careofthechildyouarecarryingwhichIcan

obviouslyseethatit'shis?

Mirandakeptquiet.

Sarona:hee!Don'tkeepquiet.Defend

yourself.Howlong?Herentsthishouseforyou

andyouthinkyou'reallthatbuthowlongbefore

hestopsanddecidedtoworkonhis

marriage?Andyouarepurposefullymakingthe

affairknown.Youknowwhattheyalways

do?Theywilllabelyouahomewrecker.The

slut.Theonewhowantedanotherwoman's

goods.Thissocietyweliveinfavoursmenand

theywillsoonforgethecheatedhiswifebut

youmydear?Theywillbreakyouwiththeir

words.You'llthinktheyhateyoubutyoubrought

allofthisonyourself.



Saronapausedandlookedatherthoughtfully

assheheldthemixedvegetablesagainsther

cheek.

Sarona:allI'm sayingisdon'tthinkhewillleave

hiswifeforyouandtrytobreakhis

marriage.Youwillbeleftbrokeandstarving

withababyonyourback.Insteadofputtingthat

degreetouseyouthinkusingyourvaginato

secureabetterlifefromaamarriedmanisthe

way?IwouldneverlietoyouSaronabutwhatI

cantellyouisthathiswifeissuchahumble

woman.Shewouldn'thurtaflybutIdon't

know.Shemightturnthetablesandgoall

psychoonyou...

Miranda:andyouaresayingallthatbecauseyou

arescaredyouwilldiealone.Letmeleavemy

life.IfIdon'twanttorevealmybabydaddyitis



noneofthefamily'sconcern.

Sarona:andwhowillputyouin

confinement?Youaresostupid

Miranda(chuckling)Bounclewanteddamages

tobepaidbutyourefusedbecauseyouknow

youarefuckingamarriedmanbehindclosed

doors.Youseethewomanyousentthetext

to?Sheisstressedrightnowandsheleftmy

officewithabrokenheart.Shewasneartears

allbecauseofyouandIknowit'snotinyou

alonebutyouhadtobethetypicalsidechick

whowantedamanwhoalreadyhadawifeto

leaveher?

Miranda:Ithinkyouneedtoleave.Icanlaya

chargeofassaultforslappingme.Ididn'tdo

anythingtoyouSarona(Holdingbacktears)



Saronalaughed.

Sarona:goahead.Hiswifewilltakeyoutocourt

andyou'llbesuedforhomewrecking.Imean

youdon'thaveajobandimaginebeingsuedfor

homewrecking.Thebabyyouarecarryingis

evidenceenoughbutletmeshutup.Byemma.

SaronawalkedoutofthekitchenandsMirands

followedher.Sheopenedthefrontdoorand

walkedout.

Mirandaremovedthecoldpacketandrubbed

hercheekwhichshehadafeelingwas

bruised.Saronathinkingsheisallthat.Mxm.

ShewasnoangryandSaronaruinedherwhole

mood.ShewashappybutSaronajusthadto



walkinherewithhergratifiedself

righteousness.Wasitherplace?Thewifeisnot

evenfightinghersowhyshouldSaronainvolve

herselfimattersthatdonotconcernher?Mxm!

Shewasangryandnowherfacewasgoingto

beallswollennow.

Shewalkedtothebathroom andshesawher

handprintonbothhercheeks.Itwasswelling

butmaybethecoldnesshelpedtoreudxethe

rate.

.

AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Maduogotbusyinthekitchenwiththe

dinner.Thedooropenedandshepeekedtosee

whoitwas.



Maduo:Dadwouldyoulikechickenormince?

Thabiso:whateverthatsuitsyourfancy.

Maduo:okay.Thanks.

Shetookoutthemince.Shewasnotgoingtobe

long.Anhourandshewouldbedone.Timewas

moneyandshehadtomonitorherinvestment.

P5000wasalotofmoneyandshedidn'twant

thatinvestmenttobeallfornothing.Imeanher

siblingshouldhavearicholdersister.Andshe

wouldbehonouredtospoilherbabysibling

withexpensivetoys.

Shesighedincontentment.Shewasgonna

makeit.



.

.

UNEDITED.

SHORT,IKNOW.

.

LIKE,COMMENT,SHARE,MENTION

.

Goodnight

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#27

Thefollowingday

AtBobonongPrimaryHospital



Preciouscheckedhertime.Herheadwas

poundinganditwasallbecauseshewas

stressedwhileonduty.

Theprospectofherhusbandcheatingonher

wasdauntingandthemoreshethoughtaboutit

themoreitmadesensetoherthathemightbe

cheatingonher.

Ifhewas,howlonghasitbeen?Wasshea

fool?Heplayedheragain?

Shejustsatononeofthebenchesand

breathedinandout.Shebreathedinandout

tryingtonotthinkaboutit,shemightstress

herselftoomuchandlosethebabysheis

carryingandshecan'taffordthat.



ShetookherphoneanddialedThabiso.

Asthephonerangshelookeduptheceiling.She

wassostressedandshedidn'tknowwhatto

do.Herheartwassoheavyandshedidn'twant

tolosethismarriage.Shewasalreadyloaingher

daughterinafewmonthsandnowherwhole

family...

Tearswelledinhereyesasdifferentscenarios

playedoutinherhead.

Thabiso:hello...

Sheblinkedandlookedatthephone..

Precious:(sniffing)Uhm comepickmeup..



Thabiso:what'swrong?

Precious:I'm fine..willyoubeabletocome?

Thabiso:yeah...

Precious:bye.

Shehungupandwipedhertearswithher

hands.Sheplacedherheadonherhandsasshe

helddownthesobs.Thiswaseatingherupand

sheknowssheshouldn'tbestressinglikethis.

Sasawalkedintimeforhershift.Shesaw

Preciouswithherheadlow.Shesadlylookedat

her.Shewassuchastressorandsheknewhow

thisisgoingtoaffectherpregnancy.Shereally

wantedthebabyshewascarryingtobefine.

Shewalkedtoherandbentdown.



Sarona:heyheyPreshareyouokay?

SheliftedhereyesupandSarona'sheartbroke

forher.Herhusbandwascheatingand

confirmingittoherwasgoingtofinishher.

Sarona:standup,come..Don'tcry...

Precious:Ican'tstopthinkingaboutitandit

startstomakesenseandIam scaredthatit's

true.SasaIam losingeverything.

Sarona:Don'tsaythatPresh..comelet'sgotoy

office,thepatientsaren'tsupposedtoseeyou

breakingdown.

PreciousstoodupandwalkedwithSasatoher

office.



UpontheirarrivalPrecioussatonthechairand

herlowerlipquivered.Shewasn'tstrongenough

tosurviveherhusbandcheating.

Sarona:babe...shh..

Precious:justthethoughtofitbreaksme..I..

Sarona:Presh..oskaitsenyastress.Wehavea

babytothinkabout.

Precious:Iknow..Iknow..but..

Saronabentdowntoherlevelandliftedher

headupwipinghertears.

Sarona:hey.Whateverthetruthispromiseme

thatyouwillputthebabyfirst.Wecan'tafforsto

losethispregnancyagain.Youknowthat..



Precious:Iknow...

Sarona:good.Nowwipethosetears.You'rea

mother,sister,wife,daughterandhelped.You're

strong.

Precious:okay.

ShebreathedinandlookedatSaronawho

smiled.

Sarona:myresponsibilityisthatbabyyou're

carryingandIwon'tletyoukillmybabyka

stressmma.No.

Precious:(laughingsoftly)okayDrSasa.

Sarona:good.Nowcalm down...trynottostress

tlhemmawena.

Precious:okay.Okay.



ShebreathedinagainandlookedatSasa.

Herphonebeepedandshesawthemessage.

Precious:thankyouSasa...

Sarona:Anytime.

Precious:myrideishere,lateronIam coming

hereforthescanandwecanseehowfarIam

right?

Sarona:ofcourse.Gorest.Youlookhorrible..

Precious:mxm.Tsamaelakoo.(laughing)

Sasalaughedasshegotoutandclosedthe

doorbehindher.Mirandawasjust

annoying.Imaginedestroyingsuchakind

woman.Somewomendonotdeservetobe

calledwomen.Mirandawasproofofthat.



.

Preciousopenedthecardoorandshegot

in.Thabisolookedatherandhesawthatshe

hasbeencrying.

Thabiso:areyouokay?

Precious:justtiredandthisheadachethatwon't

goaway.

Thabiso:surethatsall?

Precious:yeah.

Sheleanedherheadback.Shedidn'tevenhave

theenergytobuckleup.

Thabiso:buckleuplove(softvoice)

Andshewastryingtoconvinceherselfthathe



wasn'tcheatingonher.

Thabisosighedandhebuckledherupasshe

hadclosedhereyes.

Preciousdidn'twanttoopenhereyesbecause

tearswouldfalkandshedidn'twanttocryin

frontofhim.

Hestartedthecar,stealingglancesathiswife

whostillhadhereyesclosed.Hewondered

whatwaswrongwithher.Shehadbeenina

moodeversincehedroppedheryestersayat

thehospitalandshelookedworse.Hesawthat

shehadbeencryingandsheislyingtohim

sayingthatshe'sfine.

Hemaneuveredhiswayashethoghtfully

lookedather.



Thabiso:babeyoucantalktome.

Precious:Iam fineThabiso...uhm Ineedsome

rest.(lowvoice)

Hecouldhearhervoicebreakingandhisheart

brokealongwithhervoice.

Whentheyarrivedhomeheparkedthecarand

stoppedtheengine.Hegotoutandhewalkedto

herdoor.Heopeneditandunbuckledher

seatbelt.

Sheopenedhereyesandthetearsfelldownher

cheeks.Shesawthesullenlookinhiseyesand

shewastryingsohardtoconvincehermind

thatherhusbandwasnotacheaterbuther

heartwassayingno..



Heusedhisthumbtowipehertears.

Thabiso:talktome..What'sup?

Precious:theheadache..ithurts.

Thabisosighed.Shedidn'twanttotalk.

Hepickedherupandwalkedinsidethebhouse

carryingher.

Thabiso:areyousureyou'refine?

Precious:yeah..Ine..needtosleep.Thatsall.

Hesighedyetagain.Shewasnotgoingtotell

him anythingtoday.



.

AtMmaKgosi'shouse

Sashastaredatthewhiteceiling.Shesleptfor

aboutfourshoursandwokeup.Shehadanother

counselingsessiontodayandshewasstillnot

readytotalk.DrMasonsaidsheisnotgoingto

forceherandsheisactuallyacooldoctor.

Thingwasshewasnotreadytofacetheworld

afterthiscounseling.Maybeevenifshe

changesschoolsbutwhatoftheystillknow

whathappenedtoherandtheywillstilljudge

her?

Tearswelledinhereyes.Shewasnotstrong

enoughbutshetoldherselfthatshewasgonna

dothis.



Shegotoutofbedandwalkedtothebathroom

inherroom whereshesplashedcoldwateron

herfaceandbrushedherteeth.

Shelookedatherselfagain.Shewasnotthe

samevibrantSashaandshewillneverbethe

sameSashaeveragain.Thatoneisdead.She

diedthedayKaonedecidedtotakeadvantage

ofher.

Sheblinkedseveraltimesasshetriednottocry

andwalkedoutofthebathroom.

Maybeshewillhavebreakfastwiththefamily

today.Somethingabotdifferent.

.

AtMmaSolomon'shouse



Shewokeuparound1pm.Shewasnotgoingto

stressherunbornchild.Thiswasalreadyhigh

riskandshewouldbeshatteredifbshelostthe

childeventhoughatsomepointshehadtried

tokillhim orher.

Sheshoweredandfreshenedup.Shehadan

appointmenttogetto.

Shewalkedoutofthebedroom andshefound

Maduoandherfatherplayingvideogames.She

smiled.

Maduo:Mom it'snotwhatyouthink,I'm ona

break.

Precious:whichbreak?youneverdoathing.

Maduo:mama,Idoawholelot.



Precious:mxm..

Maduo:papaandIam abouttowin.

Thabiso:noyouaren't.

Maduo:mamadistracthim formesoIcanwin...

Preciouslaughedsoflty.

Precious:donotinvolvemeinyourvideogame

wars.Whatwasforbreakfast?

Maduo:madefruitsaladforyou.It'sinthefridge.

Preciouswalkedtothwkitcheandshetookout

thefruitsalad.Shesatonahighchairandateit

thereinthekitchen.

Whenshewasdonesherinsedthebowland

putitinplace.



Precious:MaddycanIstealyourdadforanhour?

Maduo:suure.I'm gonegoodpeople.

Theybothlaughed.

Precious:Maduowabua..

Thabiso:takesupafteryou..

Precious:ngng...hersisonanotherlevel.I

bookedanappointmentfor2pm..forthescan.

Thabiso:okay.

Hekissedhercheekafterstandingupand

headedtothebedroom.

Preciousbreathedinandout.Sheshouldnot



stressaboutthis.Sheshouldnotstressatall.

Thabisocamebackaftertenminutesandje

hadchangedclothes.

Thabiso:shallwe?

Shesmiled.

Precious:weshall.

.

AtBobonongPrimaryHospital

Preciouslookedatthesonogram asSasa

rubbedthecoldgelonhertummy.



Sasawastryingtobeneutralasshesaw

Thabisoholdhiswife'shand.Shedidn'twant

him toknowthatsheknewhissecret.

SasamovedthewandalloverPrecious's

tummy.Preciousheardthestrongheartbeat.She

didnotevenknowhowfaralongshewas.

Shlookedatthescreen.

Sarona:letmemakesureifit'saccurate.

Shemovedthewandalloverandshelookedat

thescreen.

Sarona:Wow!



Shegaspedinshock.Wow!Uhm...Wow.
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AtBobonongPrimaryHospital

Sarona:letmemakesureifit'saccurate.

Shemovedthewandalloverandshelookedat



thescreen.

Sarona:Wow!

Shegaspedinshock.Wow!Uhm...Wow.

Shelookedatthescreenonceagain..

Sarona:Uhm...accordingtowhatIam seeing

youarearoundthethirdmonth..

Precious:really?

Sarona:yesandIseemorethanonebaby..

Preciousletgoofherhusband'shandasshe

movedbothherhandstohermouth.Sheblinked

backtears.Morethanonebaby.



Sarona:Preciousyoudoknowthisismuch

morwhighriskmoreescpeciallysinceyouare

spproaching40.

Shenodded.

Sarona:Notsureifit'sthreeortwobutmore

thanonechild.SoIthinkwewillconfirm next

monthhowmanykidsyou'recarrying.

Precious:Sasa...oh...

Saronachuckledasshelookedatherfriend

shocked.

Sarona:Butcheckupseverytwoweeks.Highrisk

pregnancyPresh.Pluswehavealottodo.Just



carryingmorethanonechildisariskitselfand

youknowyourhistorysoit'sdoubletherisk.

Shenodded.Thabisowasspeechless.Hiswife

wascarryingmorethanonechild?Wow!

Saronahandedheraclothtowipethegeloff

hertummy.

Sarona:Letmeprintthisoutforyou,then

prescribesupplementsandvitaminsforyou.

WiththatSasawalkedoutoftheroom and

PreciouslookedatThabiso.

Precious:Maybe....



Sheshookherheadastearscloudedher

vision.Thisfeltsurreal.Shewascarryingmore

thanasinglehumanbeinginheranditwasher

dutytoprotectthem.

Thabiso:yeslove.Nownomorestressokay?No

morenightshifts.

Preciouschuckledasshewipedhertears.

Precious:mysupervisorswilldecidebifIcan

worknightshiftsorwhat...

Thabiso:Theyaregoingtostressyouout.

Rightthereandthensherememberedthathe

mightbecheatingandhewasthemaincause

ofherstressasidefrom theMaduoissue.



Precious:(fakesmile)yeah.

ThedooropenedandPrecioussatupright..

Sarona:Iprintedthescanout..

Shahandedhertheprintedscanandshelooked

atit.

Sarona:Youknowthedrill,yourpregnancyhasto

beregisteredandthencheckupseverytwo

weeks.

Precious:fairenough.

Sarona:Youknowwheretopickyour

supplements.Andcongratulationstothebothof



youguys.Thankyou.

ThabisoheldPrecious'shandashehelpedher

getoffthebed.

.

AtGaborone

Laonewasonherphonewhilewaitingforher

orderayNando's.

Shehadjustreceivedatextfrom hersister

tellingherthatsheiscarryingmorethanone

child.Hermothermustbeproudofhertoo.She

haseverythingputtogether.Afamily,aloving

husband,theperfectdaughter.Nooffencebut

sometimesshewishedthathadshefocusedon

tryingtofindloveandmarriagethingswould

haveworkedoutforher.



Awomanwhoisinherthirtiesalreadyandstill

noring.Nochild.Noman.Justthesassycareer

womanwhotookwhyshedidseriouslyand

wasgoodatit.

Terrencewasbythecounterashepaidforhis

meal.Hehadwantedittobeatakeaway,hehad

togetbacktowork.

Hesawthelady.Shelookedfamiliar.Familiar.He

headedherway.

Hepulledthechairinfrontofherandsatdown.

Laone:It'srudetojustsitatotherpeople's

tables.



Terry:It'spublicspace.

Laone:okay..sure..

Shelookedbackatherphonebutsheglanced

backandshelookedathim.

Terry:Andyou'recheckingmeout.

Laone:Iam not..keorehelayou'redisturbingmy

peace.

Terrylaughedashelookedather.Shelooked

likethatladyhemetalmostamonth

ago.No.Thatonewasnotforhim.

Terry:doyouhaveatwin?

Laone:no..

Terry:youlookfamiliar..



Laonechuckled.Thatwashispickupline?

Laone:tryabetterpickupline...

ThewaitercamewithLaone'stakeaway.

Shetookthedoggybagandstoodup.

Terry:CanIhaveyourdials?

Laonelaughed.

Laone:Hereiathedeal,ifwebumpintoeach

otheragainwe'llexchangenamesand

numbers.IfnotojelweMr.



Terencestooduptooasheslidhishands

insidehispockets.

Laone:Byestranger.

WoththatLaonewalkedawayandTerrence

whistledsoftly.

Terry:damn.

Shewasachallengeandhelikedchallenges.He

chuckledashesatdown.Didshejustturnhim

downlikethat?Whatiftheynevermeet

again?Women....Heshookhishead...

.

AtKgosiInvestments



Rebabedi'sPAwalkedinsidetheofficewithhis

files.Rebabedistartednoticinghershapelylegs

intheblackpencilskirt.Shehadcurvesandshe

wasjustthekindoflightskinnedhewentfor.He

knewhewouldbeabletoseehispalm etched

onherass.Heimaginedherhandstiedup.But

shewashisdamnPA.Againstallwork

ethics,besidessherespectshim andsheis

young.

Heclosedhiseyes.Beingsexstarvedwas

gettingtohishead.it'sbeenmorethanamonth

sincehehadasubandbeinghisdominantself

hejustcravedcontrolotherthantheonehehad

intheoffice.

Wame:Anythingelsesir?

Reba:No.



Shenoddedasshewalkedoutandhe

sighed.Nowhehastomarryamere

teenager.Whataretheysubjectinghim to?

Hetookonefileandhebrowsedthroughit.He

couldn'tconcentrateonwork.Heclosedhis

eyes.Exercisewon'tbeenoughtotaketheurge

away,nomatterhowhardhepusheshisbody.

Hegotupandhegrabbedhissuitjacket,car

keysandphone.Heneededabreather.Just

anything.

Hewalkedoutoftheoffice.Heignored

everythingaroundhim tillhewasoutofthe

officebuildingsandbythecarpark.



Hegotinsidethecarandhestartedthecar.He

switchedonhiscarstereoandRoddyRicchand

Mustard'sBallinplayedinthecar.

Hereversedoutofthecarparkinglot.Hedidn't

knowwherehewasgoingbutheneededa

breather.

.

AtFrancistownPrivateHospital

Tumiheldherwhitecoatinherhands.Shewas

tired.Hungryandallsortsanditwasn'teven

timetoknockoff.

Sheplacedthecoatonthecouchinheroffice

andshebentdowntoremovehershoes.



Shethensatonhercouchandclosedher

eyes.ShekepttellingherselfthatRebabediis

themanofherdreamsbutshewillneverget

him.Ifamandoesnotnoticeyouonthefirst

accountwillhenoticeyounexttime?Highly

unlikely.

Maybeshewasnothistype.Evenafterthislong

hestillpoppedupinherthoughts.

.

.

.
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Laterthatday

AtGaborone

Laonepushedthetrolleyacrossthesection

wheresnackswheresold.Shepickedtwo

packetsofSimbachipsinsideandshesaw

anotherpacketbeingputinsidehertrolley.

SheturnedandshesawTerry.

Laone:Wemeetagain..



ShechuchledandTerrencejusttookthechips

from hertrolleyandplacedthem inhisbasket.

Terry:It'sfate..

Laone:ngng,youhavebeenfollowingme..

Terry:NoIhavenot.Asyouweredearlady.

Laonepickedafewstuffandplacedthem inher

trolleyasTerrywalkedbyherside.

Laone:You'regoingtofollowmelikethat?

Terry:Iam gentleman...

Laoneshookherhead.

Theygottothetillandshewantedtopayfor



herstuffbutTerrencestoppedherandgavethe

cashierhiscard.

Laone:IwillpayMr..

Terry:Letmebeagentleman...

Laone:bu...

Thecashierswipedhiscardandhegavehim

thesmallmachinetoenterhispassword.

LaonesulkedasshefoledherarmsandTerry

chuckledashepinchedhercheeks.

Terry:cheerup..

Cashier:tlhelabechelwa..(you'rebekngspoiled)

Laone:Wearenot...



Terry:Thankyou..

Thecahsieralsoscannedhisitemsandsince

theyweren'tmanyhepaidwithcash.

Laone'sitemswereplacedinplasticsthenthe

trolley.

Terry:Stopsulkingtlhemma..

Hepushedthetrolleyandshegavehim alook.

Terry:Stopsulking...

Laone:Icanpayformyownstuff..

Terry:Iwasn'tdisputingthat..Nowdirectmeto

yourcarwoman..



Theywalkedoutsidetheshopsidebysideand

theywerestoppedbyalady.

Lady:Youtwomakeacutecouple.

Laone:weare...

Terry:thankyou,wehavetogonow.Thankyou.

HetookLaone'shandashepushedthetrolley..

TheladykeotonwalkingandLaonelookedat

Terryonceagain.

Laone:What'syourname?

Terry:(laughing)Terrencebutyoucancallme

Terry.

Laone:okay...



Shepointedhercartohim andshedidn'trealise

hewasstillholdingherotherhand.

Terrypushedthetrolleytohercarandthatwas

whensheremovedherhandfrom his.Her

cheeksflushedinembarrassment.

Sheperusedthroughherhandbagandshe

foundthecarkeys.Sheunlockedthebootand

Terrystartedloadingtheplastics.

Laoneremovedherpurseandshecountedher

notesasshepreparedtoreimbursehim.

Terry:Don't..It'sokay.

Laone:but...



Terry:Don'tsweatit.Borrowmeyourphone..

Laonesighedassheunlockedherphoneand

gaveittohim.

Terryenteredhisnumberandgaveitback.

Hetookouthisphoneandgaveittoher,Laone

typedinherdigitsandwrotehernameandgave

ittohim.

Terrylookedathernameandhesmiled.

Terry:Laone?Nice.Tomeyou'reLala..

Laone:whateverthatfloatsyourboat.Areyou

sureIshouldn't....

Terry:Lalawee...



Laone:Rra?

Terry:Isaidit'sfine,don'tpaymeback...Iwanted

to.Iwillcallyoulater..

Hekissedherforeheadandturned.Hepushed

thetrolleytohiscarandLaonelookedathim..

Hejustkissedherandleft.Hepaidforherstuff

andhedoesn'twantpayment?Shewillawaithis

call.

.

BobonongPrimaryHospital

Thabisodroppedoffhiswifeforhernightshift

andasusualafterdroppingheroffheheaded

toMiranda'splace.



Preciouswalkedinsidethehospitalandheaded

straighttoSasa'sofficebeforesheknockedoff.

ShesatdownonthechairasSaronaneatly

arrangedherfiles.

Sarona:andwhatdoIowethisbeautifulvisit

from ourmommytobe?

Precious:(laughing)Relax..

Herfacebecameseriousasshelookedat

Sarona.

Precious:IhavearequestandIknowitmaybe

abittoomuchbut...(breathingin)Ihavetolisten

tomygutinstincts.

Sarona:Shoot..



Precious:Canyoutakemetoyourcousin's

place?

Saronapausedassheplacedthefileshewas

holdingonthedeskandsatdownonherchair

slowly.

Sarona:Why?

Preciousblinkedasshelookedattheceiling.

Precious:just,Icouldn'tsleepthinkingwhatifit's

her?I..

Sarona:Presh...

Precious:Iam notgoingtofight,youknowIam

notlikethat..MaybeI'm bekngparanoidand

maybethatsmswasajokebut...



Sheheldbacktearsasherheartraced.

Sarona:Preshyou'renotsupposedtobe

stressing.Thatsahighriskpregnancy.

Precious:SasaIknow.Iknow...Ijustwantto

confirm.MaybeImightaccusemyhusbandof

cheatingwhilsthe'snot..

Sarona:Presh....

Shelookedatherandhersadeyespierced

theoughSarona'sheart.Sheknewherhusband

wascheatingandshedidn'twantPreciousto

bestressedandeverything.

Precious:please..I..Please...



Saronasighed.

Sarona:okay.Iam packingupnow,I'lltakeyou

withandbringyouback.

Precious:Thankyou.Thankyousomuch.

Sarona:(fakesmile)yeah

.

AtMiranda'splace

Thabisoparkedhiscarinsidetheyardand

walkedoutholdingplastics.

HeknockedandMirandaopenedthedoorfor

him.

Thabiso:Whathappenedtoyourface?



Miranda:MycousinandIgotintoafightit's

nothing,comein.

Sheopenedthedoorwiderandhewalked

in,headingstraighttothekitchenwherehe

placedtheplastics.

Thabiso:Whatkindofafight,youarepregnant

andyouaren'tsupposedtobefighting.

Miranda:itwaspettyandIwon'tboreyouwith

thedetails.

Thabiso:Iam worried.

Miranda:Don'tbe...

Thabiso:comehere...

Shewalkedtohim andsatnexttohim.He

pickedherlegsandplacedthem onhisthighs.



Mirandasmiled.Thiswasniceandimagine

havinghim withherfulltimeandnotsharing

him withhiswife.

Thabiso:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Miranda:Nothing...

MeanwhileSaronadrovetoMiranda'splaceand

shestoleaglanceatPrecious.Shewascalm

butsheknewdeepdownthatshewashurting.

Howcouldonehurtsuchawoman?Shewas

afraidthatshewillbreakandtheymightnever

fixheragain.

Theysloweddownastheyapproached

Miranda'splace.



Precious'sheartcaughtinherthroatasshesaw

thefamiliarLandRover.Theonetheywentto

choosetogetherandtheydebatedonwhich

colourheshouldchoose.

Shebitherlowerlipandlookedup.Shedidn't

wanttocry.

Sarona:Precious...

Precious:Iam okay(shakyvoice)

Shebroughtherhandstogetherasshesaida

shortprayer.She....

Sheopenedthedoorwithashakyhandandas

soonasshewasoutofthecarsheheldontoit



asshesuckedinadeepbreath.Sasagotoutof

thecarandlookedathowweakPrecious

becameasshesawherhusband'scar..

PreciousstooduprightandwaitexforSasato

leadtheway.Saronabreathedinandshe

walkedinsidetheyardwithPreciousfollowing

herafewmetersbehind.Shewalkedtothe

stoepandsheknockedonthedoor.

Thabiso:Didyouinvitesomeoneover?

Miranda:No...letmegocheckthedoor.

Mirandastoodupandwalkedslowlytothe

door.Sheopenedthedooralittlebitandshe

sawSarona.

Sherolledhereyes.



Miranda:SaronaIam busy..

Saronafakedhumblenessasshelookedat

Miranda.

Sarona:Icametoapologisefornybehaviour

yesterday...

Miranda:Youcanapologiselater,Iam busy..

Sarona:please..

Miranda:You'llcomebackifyou'reseriouswith

yourapologyandIdon'tthinkIwillacceptit

anyway.ByeSarona..

Mirandaclosedthedoorinherfaceandshe

didn'tlockthedoor.



MirandawalkedbacktowhereThabisowas

andsheplacedherheadonhischest.

Thabiso:Whowasthat?

Miranda:ThatcousinItoldyouabout..She

wantedtoapologize,Itoldhershecancome

backlater.

Thabiso:okay.

SaronalookedatPreciouswhowassullenand

shecouldseethepainreflectedinhereyes.

Precious:Didshelockthedoor?

Sarona:Idon'tthinksobut..

Precious:Iam notlookingforafightandifI

fightshecanreportneforassault.



Preciouslookedupandputinaheartofsteel

andwalkedtodoor.Shegentlyheldthedoor

knobandSaronalether.Shewantedtofindout

whatwashappening...

Preciouslookedatthedoorandwishedshe

didn'tfindherselfinsuchacircumstance.

SheopenedthedoorandMiranda'sheadshot

upasshelookedatthedoor.

Thabiso'sheartpoundedinhischestashis

eyeswidened.Precious?Howdid...

Precious'sheartbrokeintotinypiecesasshe

sawthem together.Andshewaspregnant.



Sheplacedherhandonhermouthastearsfell

downhercheeks.

Sheheldontothedoorforstabilitybecausethis

wastoomuchforher.

Saronarushedandherwaistgently.

Sarona:Precious...honey..Precious..

Thabisoabruptlystoodupandwalkedtowards

herandshejustshookherhead.Shedidn'twant

him nearher.

Mirandawasspeechless.Thatwashiswife?She

wasgorgeous...Shestartedtoquestionwhyhe

cheatedwithherbecausesheevenlooked

youngandshewouldbemistakenforaslay

queen.



Thabiso:I'm..

Sheshookherhead.

Sarona:Preciousbreathinandbreathout,we

don'twantyoutostress..BreathPrecious..

Preciouslookedatherhusbandandhesawthe

paininhereyesasthetearscontinuedfalling

downhercheeks.

Sheusedherhandstowipehertears.

Precious:I..I'm notlookingforafight..



ShelookedoveratthecouchwhereMiranda

wassitting..

Precious:YoumustbeMiranda?

MirandaslowlynoddedandPreciouswalkedto

thecouchandsattotheoneopposite

hers.Thabisowasstuckinoneplaceasthe

shockwasstilltherethatshecaughthim red

handed.

Preciousbitherlowerlipandlookedupanda

tingeofguiltstruckMiranda.Shelookedso

brokenandtothinkthatshewasthecatalystto

alltheeventsunfoldinghere.

Precious:uhm..youlookpretty.



Mirandadidn'tknowwhattosaytohersoshe

justnodded.

Preciousbreathedinonceagain.Thiswashard

forherbutsheneededtosayherpiece.

Precious:asIsaid...Iam notgoingtofight

you.AndIdon'tblameyouforfallingforhim.He

ischarmingisn'the?(chucklingsadlyholding

backtears)

Saronasadlylookedather.Thiswaseatingher

upandshedidn'tknowwhyshewantedtobe

here.

Precious:uhm..SoI'm thestupidwifewhom you

sentthemessageto..HereIam and

Miranda..congratufuckinglationsformaking



him yours..

ThewayshesaidthathadSaronalookingather

inshockandMirandacouldfeelthevenom

from herwords.

Precious:Iwon'tbeatyouuporevenpostyou

onfacebook.Iam notgoingtodragyourname

throughthemud,cheatingonmewashis

decisionandasIhaveheardnumerouswomen

say,themanowesloyaltyandnottheside

chick..

ShebreathedinandshelookedatMiranda.

Precious:maybehelovesyoubecauseyouare

abletogivehim whathewants.Whoknowsyou

mightbepregnantwithababyboyandyoutwo



willlivehappilyeverafter...

Mirandadidn'tknowhowtorespondtoher.

Precious:showsthatnomatterhowprettyyou

are,youcanneverbeabletokeepamanfrom

wandering.Lookatme..EverythingbutIcan't

givehim children.

Thabiso'sheartcaughtinhisthroatashe

imaginedhowhurtshemustbetobeableto

sayshecan'tgivehim morechildrenandthat

shewasnotevensurehowlongherown

pregnancywouldlast.

Precious:Andcongratufuckinglationsyetagain

onthat.YoudidonethingrightIfailedtodofor

him forthepast17yearssobravo..



Sheheldbackthetears.

Precious:Wellyoucanhavehim,wedon'thave

tosharehim.Youcantakehislastnameand

everything.Iam done.

ShelookedatThabisoandsheheldherback

thosetears.

Shestoodupandremovedherring.Shewalked

tohim andshetookhishandsinhis.She

squeezedthem andshethenheldhispalm

open.Sheplacedtheringonhispalm before

sheclosedit.

Precious:IlovedyouandIstilldobutIcan't

shareyou.NotafterwhatIhavebeenthroigh



withyou.

Hertearsfell.

Precious;Iloveyousomuchthatthisis

breakingmeintopiecesandIam secondsaway

from screaming...Takethisring,giveittoher.I

am givingyouuptoherandyoucanbehappy

withyourlittleperfectfamily..

Shelookedup.Shewasstillholdinghishands.

Precious:IloveyoubutifthisiswhatIam

subjectedtoforlovingyouthenIwouldrather

giveyouupformyownsanity.

Shestoodonhertippytoesandkissedhis



cheek.

Precious:Takecare,Iwillmoveoutofyour

houseinaweek.Bye.

ShewalkedoutthedoorandSaronafollowed

her.

Shebrokedownasshebent.Sheplacedher

handsonhermouthastmshecried.Saronaheld

herandhuggedher.

Sarona:Presh..

Precious:Ithurtssomuch...

.

.
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AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Saronadroppedherhome.Shewasholding

backthetears.

Precious:thankyou..

Sarona:sureanddo..

Precious:donotstress...

Shegotoutthecarandshewalkedtothe

house..SheknockedandMaduoopenedthe

door.



Maduofrowned.Hermother'seyeswerered.

Maduo:mamawhat'swrong?

Precious:I'm okay..

Shebitherlowerlipasshewalkedinsidethe

house.Sheheadedstraighttoherroom where

sheputapillowonherfaceandletitallout.

Maduowasconfusedashell.Hermotherwas

supposedtobeatwork,herdadhadjust

droppedheratwork.

Sherubbedhertemples.Hermotherwasnot

okayandshewantedtoaskbutsheprobably

won'ttellherathing.



Preciousheldbackthesobsasthepainpierced

herheartdeeperanddeeper.Whatwaswrong

withher?Shegavethatmaneverythingandhe

didthattoher?andwhathurtathemostiathat

shelovedhim morethanlifehimself..she

cannotdealwiththisworse...thisworsebroke

herandshewasn'tinthemoodtotalk...She...

Sheliftedherheadfrom thepillowasshe

grabbedherphoneandlookedatthepictures

shehadwithhim...

Theonesfrom thatvacationtheytooktogether

ayearago.Thetearsfellandshedidn'tbother

wipingthem.Shewantedtodeletethem butshe

couldn't.Shelovedhim somuchandtherewas

nothingthatcouldsoothethepainthatwasin

herheart.



Precious:wh..why?

Shesaidasherlowerlipsquiveredsobadshe

hadtobiteitsothatshecouldn'tcryout

loud.Shedidn'twantMaduotohearher

crying,shehadtobestrongforherchild.Maybe

sheshouldhavegoneaheadwiththat

abortion.ShewouldleavewithMaduowhom

sheknewwasalreadygrowingandthatwould

betheonlythingbindingthem together...

Maduostoodbyhermother'sdoorandshe

placedherearonthedoor.Shecouldhearthe

sniffingandshebadlywantedtoknowwhat

waswrong?

Sheputonabravefaceandopenedthe



door.Shewalkedinonhermotherwipingtears.

Precious:Maduo....uhm..knockfirst...(wipingher

tears)

Maduo:mamawhat'swrong?What

happened?Didsomethinghappentodad?

Precious:Nohoney..uhm..Maddy?

Maduo:Yesmom?

Precious:Packyourclothesthatwouldlasta

weekaso,wearegoingtograndma'splace.

Maduo:Mom what's....

Precious:justdoit.

Maduo:okay.

ShewalkedoutandPreciousbrokedown

sobbing...



Maduopackedsomeofherclothesandthe

gadgetsthatshecan'tlivewithout.Thereisno

wifiathergrandmother'shouseandshedoesn't

knowwhytheyaregoingthereinthefirstplace

whentheycanvisit.

Preciousopenedthewardrobeasshetookout

mostofherclothesandthrewthem onthebed.

Shefoundhersuitcsseandunzippedit.She

startedthrowingintheclothesandher

cosmetics.Awholelotofstuffshemight

need.Shewantedtobedone.

Shewipedhertearsasshepausedandlooked

atthephotoframeonthestand.Theywereso

happytillheruineditwithsomegirl...



Whenshewasdonesheopenedthebedroom

dooranddraggedhersuitcasetothe

lounge.Shestillhadn'tchangedhernurse

uniform.

ShewalkedtoMaddy'sroom andopenedthe

door.

Precious:areyoudone?

Maduo:Ithinkso...mamagorileng?

Precioussighedandshookherhead.Shewasn't

readytodealwithquestionsrightnowandshe

knowshermotherisgoingtoaskalotof

questions.

Precious:We'lltalktomorrow.



ShegaveherthecarkeysandMaduojust

carriedherbagthathadhergadgetsand

walkedoutofherroom.

Preciousremainedinsidebeforeshesighed

andtookMaduo'sbagheadingtothe

lounge.Anotherdayinthishouse,sheisgoingto

gocrazy.

Maduocamebackandtookherbagtothecar

justasherfather'scarparkedinyhe

yard.Precious'sheartsunkasshesawhim.This

wasallhisfault.

ThabisogotoutofthecarashesawMaduo

puttingabagintheboot.Hefuckedupbad.



PreciousdraggedherbagoutandThabiso

stoppedherbythedoor.

Thabiso:Tlhemmawecanworkthisout,I'm so

sorry...

Precious:Tshibogahoo,kekopagoheta(getout

ofmyway,Iwanttopass)

Thabiso:Presh..babe..

Precious:shut!shutup!Idon'twanttohearyour

lies...tshibogahoohlerra..

Thabiso:Lo..

Precious:shutthefuckup!(withhervoice

slightlyraised)

Thabiso:Wecanworkthisout..Iwasstupid..I'm

willing...

Precious:hlerrasuta,tlagakegoklapa

kana..suta(Mrmove,Icanslapyou..move)



Thabiso:Precious..Iapologize,hlemmawecan

workthisout,Idon'twanttoloseyou..Youcan

punishmebutdon'tleaveme..

Preciouspeekedoverhisshoulderandsaw

Maddylookingatthem.Sheshouldn'tcausea

scene,notinfrontofthechild.

Precious:sutaThabiso,thechildiswatching

us...youdidn'tthinkaboutuswhenyou

cheated..Waitsegakebatlegobuathata..suta

tlherrawena...

Thabiso:Precio...

Beforehecouldfinishsayinghername,aslap

landedonhischeekandhelookedather.She

wasangrynowandhesawthefurymixedwith

hurtinhereyesandheknewhehadjustlost



thefight.

Precious:suta..Idon'twanttotalk..

Hemovedandshejustdraggedherbagtothe

car.Maduowasspeechless.Whatjustunfolded

beforeher?Sheremovedherglassesand

rubbedhereyesbeforesheputthem on.

Precious:Thereisnothingmoreyouwantakere?

Maduo:Nokeshar...

Beforeshecouldfinishtalkinghermother

interruptedher.

Precious:Getinthecarthen,weneedtogo..



Maduogotinsideandsatattheback.Her

motheradjustedtherearviewmirrorandstared

thecar.Shebuckledupandsighedsoftlybefore

shereversedoutoftheyard.

Thabisowatchedthecarreverseandheknew

hehadfuckeduphislife.Temptationgothim

hereandtheonlywomanhehadlovedandhad

lovedhim backhadjustleft.Hiswholeheartleft

him.

.

AtGaborone

Laone'splace

Laonesatontherugasshelookedather

phone.Shewasgiddyasatoddlerwhowas

awaitingcandy.Shewonderedwhattime



Terrencewillcall...

Shewatchedherphoneandnothing.Sheputit

onthesofaandstoodup.Sheheadedtothe

kitchenandshetookoutthechipsfrom thetop

shelf.Herphonerangandsheleftthechips

quicklyandwenttogetthephone.

Shebreathedasshewatchedhisnameflashon

herscreen.

Sheclearedherthroatbeforepressingthe

greenbutton.

Laone:Hello.

Terry:Lalahi...



Shesmiled...

Laone:Youcalledmetosayhi?

Terry:yes..otlantheng?

Laone:Waswaba...talk..

Terry:(laughing)Womanoraannaorekaswaba?

Laone:Iam nolongerLala?

Terry:You'renolongerthat,orilekaswaba..

Laone:Drwaaammah!Howareyou?

Terry:Good.Givemedirectionstoyour

house,tomorrowby7pm youshouldbeready.

Laone:andyoudidn'tevenaskmeifIam busy

orIhaveplans?

Terry:Iknowyouaren't...

Laone:(giggling)Whatthe?

Terry:I'm amanwhoknowswhathewants,Send



thedirectionsLala,Idon'twanttoaskyouagain.

Laone:Yessir..

Terry:Goodgirl.Goodnight...

Laone:Night..

Shehungupwithasmileonherface.Sheis

goingonadate..SheneedstoaskPrecious

whatsheshouldwearandallthat..

ShedialedPrecious'snumberanditdidn'tgo

through.Shetrieditagainandstillthesame.

ShecheckedherWhatsAppandcheckedifshe

wasonlineornot.

Shewasn'tonlinesoshesentamessageand

sheputherphonedown.Couldthisbeit?



Shewassoexcited.Shedancedaroundthe

couchforabitbeforeshesmiled.

.

AtBobonong

Grandmother'shouse

Preciousknockedatthethedoorofthehouse.

Hermotheropenedthedoorandsmiled.

Granny:Whatasurprise...

Preciousheldbackhertearsasshelookedat

hermother.



Granny:what'swrong?Whathappened?

HerlowerliptrembledandMaduoheldherbag

asshewalkedtothedoor.

Preciouslookedupasshemovedtotheside

andhermotherfrownedlookingatMaddy

holdingthebags.

Maduo:Nkukuhello...

Maduosaidinachirpyvoiceasshehuggedher

grandmother.

Granny:hello..



SheletMaduopassandlookedatPrecious.

Granny:Whathappened?What'swrong?

Precious:mamalenyalolehedile(mom,my

marriageisover)

Grannyheldherdaughter'shandsassheledher

insidethehouse..

Shesatonthecouchashermotherheldher

hands..

Granny:What'swrong?

Precious:It'sover,mymarriageisovermaandI...

.

.
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AtGrandmother'shouse

Granny:What'swrong?

Precious:It'sover,mymarriageisovermaandI...

Granny:Calm downngwanaka...

Precious:Ican'tandI..(sobbing)

Sheplacedherheadonherlap...

Granny:(shouting)Maduo?

Maduo;Mma?



Granny:AskSherryifyoucansharetheroom

withher..

Maduo:Okayma..

MaduorepliedasshesatonSherry'sbed.

Sherry:Andyouaresogrown..

Maduolaughed.

Maduo:Lol..youalwaysseemeonlineandleha

elekatsatsilepeware'heyMaddy'some

cousinyouare..

Sherryshookherheadlaughing.Maduowas

somethingelse.



Sherry:Englishmedium kids...

Maduo:Hey..Iam notsnobbish..

Sherry:Youare,inafewminutesIbetyouwere

goingtoaskmeofthereiawifi?

Maduo:Istherewifithough?

Sherry:(laughing)yousee,youjustaskedme

that..

Maduo:Ihadtoknowyouknow...

Sherry:Nowifigirlgirl...

Maduo:You'recool..

Sherry:mxm..tswaakwa..

Maduolaughedandshesoberdup.

Sherry:whyareyouguyshere?

Maduo:Ihonestlydonotknow,mom justsaid



packyourbagsweareheadingtograndma's

place..

Sherry:sheesh..Sorry..

Maduo:andwhyareyouapologizing?

Sherry:Imeanifyouguysarehere,then

somethingbigmustbeup...

Maduo:Yep..Isuspectthattoo..

Maduodidn'tmentionthatshesawhermother

slappingherdad.Shehonestlyhadnoideawhat

wasup.Onedaytheywerehappyandnowthey

aren't.

Maduo:Howisthebedroom sharinggoongto

go?

Sherry:Kid..

Maduo:Idon'tcare,Iwillbelegalinamonthso



stopcallingmekidSher..

Sherry:Youare,planningtogotoUB?

Maduo:Definitely,howisvarsity?

Sherry:tlalacuz...

Maduoshrugged.Shewassureshewon'tbe

hungry,withherInvestmentsheadingintheright

directionshemightstartasmallbusinessor

something.

Sherry:course?

Maduo:Financengwanaka..machankura...

Sherry:Yei..Iheardit'stoughashell..

Maduo:Ithikeverycourseistough,dependson

theperson.Nocourseisgreaterthantheother..

Sherry:Thatmakessense..

Maduo:Prospectsofajobyet?



Sherry:kaereyeteng?Ibettheyarestillhiring

graduatesfrom twoyearsagoandIjust

graduatedtwomonthsago..Stillherewith

grandma..

Maduonoddedthoughtfully.Thatmarketwas

congested.Shelikedthefactthatsheand

Sherrycouldtalkwhenevertheymetuleven

thoughshewasyearsolderthanher.

Maduo:Youmightfindsomethingsoon.

Sherry:MarketwasITisalreadycongestedso

whoknows,Imightbehiredfiveyearsfrom

now..

Maduo:Donotgiveuphope..

Sherry:yeah..Didyousubscribe?

Maduo:Ithinkso..

Sherry:Hotspot..



Maduo:Iftheydarecutme...nxnx..

Maduotookoutherphoneandswitchedonher

mobilehotspotforSherry.

Sherryconnectedherphoneandshefinally

respondedtotheWhatsAppmessagesthat

cameflooding.

Meanwhileinthesittingroom

Preciousstoppedcryingandshelookedatthe

womanwhowascomfortingher.

Precious:Idon'tknowwhattodoand...I

shouldn'tstressbut...

Granny:lookatme..



Preciousdidandgrannysawthepaininher

eyes.Shewasbrokenandsheaskedherself

whatbrokeher.Shenoticedthatshewasn't

wearingherringandshecouldseethemarkthe

ringleftonherfinger.

Granny:What'swrong?

Precious:Ihavebeenthroughalot,Ilostfive

kidsandyouknowthatbutdoIdeservethis?I

gavehim everything...

Granny:What'swrong(worried)

Precious:Hecheated...

Withthatmoretearsfelldownhercheeksand

hermother'seyeswidened.Thabiso

cheated?Thatshockedherbecausethatboy

wasgood.Goodtoherdaughterand



grandaughterandhim cheatingcameasa

surprisetoher.

Granny:He..ogotsieditse?

Precious:Eemma...hecheatedandguesswhat?

Shewasshockedsoanythingwaspossible..

Precious:nyatsiyagagweeimile(hissidechick

ispregnant)

Granny'seyeswidenedmore.What?Shewas

serious...

Precious:myreactionexactly...sheis

pregnant...finallygivinghim whathe

wanted...MamaItoleratedhisfamilyandtheir



gossipsaboutmenotbeingabletogivehim a

sonsofinallytheywillhaveason...Ma..

ShecriedsomemoreasGrannyrubbedher

back.

Granny:It'sokay,Iunderstandyou...we'lltalkin

themorningwhenemotionsarenotthishigh..

Shenoddedasshesobbed.Thiswaseatingher

insideandshedidn'tknowhowtohandlethe

pain.

.

AtSarona'shouse

SaronadialedPrecious'snumberbutitdidn'tgo



through.Shewasworriedonher

behalf.Wherevershewas,shemightnotbe

thinkingaboutherpregnancyandhowitwill

impactthebabiessheiscarrying.

Shebitherlowerlip.DamnMiranda..

Herphonerangandshesawthecallerid.Itwas

Miranda..

Sherolledhereyesasshesatonthecouch.

Sarona:Hello...

Miranda:Sasa...(sniffing)

Sarona:gorileng?Whyareyoucrying?thiswas

whatyouwantedakerenemma?

Miranda:I..I...

Sarona:wareI,I...shutupMiranda..youwanted



todestroyhismarriageandyoudid.Whatmore

doyouwant?

Miranda:Uhm...Ididn'tmeanto..

Sarona:lies..youonlysayingthatcausehe

endedtherelationshipakere?

Therewassilenceattheendoftheline.

Sarona:Iknewit.Ifhedidn'tyouwouldhave

beenhappycausethatwaswhatyou

wanted.Youmadeyourbednowlieinit.Don't

callme...

Miranda:I..

Sarona:sharpomma..

Saronahungupandthrewherphoneonthe

couch.Mirandawasludicrous.Shewantedto



breakthemarriageandnowthatitfinally

happenssheiscrying...Mxm..Dramatic

much.Sheisawholedisgracetowomanhood.

.

AtThabiso'splace

Hesatintheemptyhouse.NoMaduotalkingon

thephoneatnightandnowifetotalkto.

Thesilencewassoloudthathepinched

himselftomakesurethatit'sreal..Hewasn't

usedtothis.

Hehadafamily.Oneheloveddearlyandhe

threwitaway.Hepickedupherringfrom the

coffeetableandherememberedtheirwedding

vows.Hedidtheworseandhewasn'tsureshe

wasgoingtoforgivehim.Hesworetobe



faithfultoherandhewasn't.

Hesawtoloveherforbetterorforworsebuthe

failedherandnowsheuppedandlefthim.In

thishousetheyhadbuilttogetherfrom

scratch.Herememberedwhenshewaswith

him from theverybeginning,shebelievedinhim

whennoonedidandhebroketheonewoman

whowashischeerleaderandheknewthatvery

soonhisowndaughterwillhatehim.Hisfamily

goneintheblinkofaneye.

Hetriedherphonebutstillnothing.Hetried

Maduo'sphoneandsheanswered.

Maduo:Daddy..

Hebithislowerlip,willshestillcallhim with



lovewhenshefindsoutthetruth..

Maduo:Sherryssh...Papa..

Thabiso:Heybabygirlhowareyou?

Maduo:goodIguess...

Therewassilenceandhedidn'tknowwhat

moretosaytohisdaughterbecauseshehada

lotofquestions.Heknewthat.Shejustdidn't

wanttoseem disrespectfulbyasking.

Thabiso:Howistheforextradinggoing?

Maduo:prettywell,suchabummerthatgrandma

doesn'thavewifibutImightbuybundlesand

checkthemarket.Areyouokaydad?

Thabiso:(blinking)Yes..Iam babygirl..

Maduo:Okaydad...Iloveyou...uhm.regardless



ofwhatishappeningbetweenyouandmom.

Thabiso:Iloveyoutoo.

Maduo:(giggling)Sherrywandisturba...sorry

papa..mothokeyooansukura..

Thabisolaughedsadly.Hisdaughterwasfulkof

lifeandshemadehim smile.

Thabiso:Itsokay.Goodnightangel.Iloveyou.

Maduo:Nightdaddy.Willcallinthemorning,did

youeat?

Thabiso:yes..

Maduo:okay..Ididn'tfinishcookingbutifmom

agreesImightcomecooklunchforyou.

Thabisochuckled.



Thabiso:It'sokay..Icanmanageafewdayson

myown.

Maduo:ifyousayso.Night.Bye..

Thabiso:bye..

Shehungupandhedidn'twanttocry.Helooked

upashebithislowerlip.Itwasgoingtobea

longnight.

.

.
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AtGrandmother'shouse

InthemorningGrannywalkedintotheroom

Preciouswassleepingin.Shehadintendedto

calltheeldersandunclessothattheycandeal

withthewayforward.

Shefrownedwhenshesawbloodstainsonthe

bed.

Granny:Precious?..Tsoga..

Preciouswokeup..Shehadn'tsleepwell

becauseoftheslightpainsthatwereinher

abdomen.



Whentheyhadsubsidizedsheslept...

Granny:You'rebleeding,isityourperiod?

Precious'seyeswidenedasalarm bellsrangin

herhead.Shewasn'teventhinkingmuchofit.

Sheshookherhead..

Precious:Ineedtogotothehospital...Iam

pregnantandImight'velostmybabiesmama..

TearswelledinhereyesandGranny

immediatelygotoutoftheroom.Shejust

openedtheroom thegirlswerein.



Granny:Sherryyouhavealicense?

Sherrywokeupfrom hersleep,wakingMaduo

upintheprocess.Maduo'seyeswereinslitsas

shewantedtoseewhowasatthedoor...

Granny:(shouting)Sheeerry....

Sherry'sdazeendedrightthereasshelookedat

herGrannyallthesleepgonefrom everyfibreof

herbeing..

Sherry:e..eemma..

Granny:weneedtogothehoapital,ka

bonako..It'sanemergency..

Sherryjumpedoffthebed,almoststeppingon



Maduowhorubbedhereyes.Shedidn'teven

knowwhatthefusswasaboutasSherryquickly

worehershoesandgotout.

Shestretchedlazilylikeacatandyawned.

Maduo:jeesh..somuchnoiseinthemorning...

Shestretchedonceagainbeforeshegotoffthe

bed.

Shewalkedoutoftheroom onlytofindatrailof

bloodonthefloorandthem alreadyhelpingher

motherwalktothecar.

Herheartpoundedassherantothedoor.

Maduo:mamaareyougood?



Granny:Sherrygostartthecarretlere

tsamaye...weneedtomove..

Sherryopenedthedoorandliterallyrantothe

carunlockingitwhileinmotion.Shegotinside

andstartedthecar..

GrannyhelpedPreciouswalktothecar..

Precious:I'm scared..I...

Granny:let'shearwhatthedoctorhastosay..

Maduo:ma...

Granny:Duosmygirl,staywiththehouse..we

needtorushtothehoapital.

Maduonoddedastearswelledinhereyes.She

sawthepaininhermother'seyes.Sheclosed



thedoorandwenttoopenthecurtainwhereher

motherwasplacedattheback.Shehadseen

thishappentohermotherwhilegrowingupand

shedidn'twantittohappenagain...

Thecarreversedoutoftheyardandinno

time,itwasgone.Sherrymightevengeta

speedingticketbuttheyneededtosaveher

siblingifheorshewasstrongenoughtohold

on.Shelookedatthetrailofbloodonthefloor

andsheheldhermouthasshecried.

Hermothercouldnotgothroughthisagain.

Shesatonthecouchasshelookedup,thetears

metatherchinandsliddownherthroat..She

hatedseeinghermotherhurt.



Sheclosedhereyes..

Maduo:IneverpraybutGodthisistoomuchfor

her..pleasesavethechild...Shecan'tloseyet

anotherpregnancy..Godplease...(crying)she

deservessomuchmoreandthis....(lips

trembling)thisisgoingtobreak

her...please..just...savethebabyy..ThisiswhatI

am askingfor...ItstheonlythingIam asking

for...please...

Sheremainedsilentassheletthetearsfall

downhercheeks.

.

Thabiso'splace

Thabisowokeupallaloneonthebedandhe



lookedattheirweddingpicturebythebed.She

wasbeautifulandstillis.Heruineditallby

lettingtemptationgetthebestofhim.

Hetookhisphoneandtriedhernumberbutit

wasnotgoingthrough.HedialedMaduo's

numberbutitalsowasnotgoingthrough.

Hegotoutofbedandheadedtothe

bathroom.Hedidn'tknowwhattodoatthis

point.Hermothermightchasehim outofher

yardafterhearingwhathedidtoherPrecious.

Hewasalreadymiserableanditwasonlyaday

withoutherathome.Shehadreallylefthim.

.

AtGrandmother'shouse



Maduotookthemopandbucket.Sheblinked

backhertears.Hermothermustbesoshook

rightnow...shepoureddisinfectantinthewater

andshedippedthemopinside..

Shesighedsadlyasshestartedmoppingthe

floor.

Whenshewasdoneshewenttogetridofthe

water.Why?

Shewalkedbackinsidethehouseandwashed

herhandsagain.Shewenttothebedroom she

sharedwithSherryandsheswitchedonher

phone.

Shesawthatherdadhadcalledher.Sheheld



backtears...

Shedialedhim andshelookedatthewhite

ceiling.

Maduo:dad?

Thabiso:Heybabygirl..areyougood?

Andlikethatthefloodburstandshecried.

Maduo:I...ma..mamawasbleedingandIdon't

want...(sobbing)wanthertolosethebaby..

Thabisopanickedandhegrabbedhiscarkeys

andwalkedoutofthehouse.Helockeditand

hisdaughter'ssobsweretearingathisheart

strings.



Thabiso:She'satthehospital?

Maduo:Yes...

Thabiso:Iam headingtherebaby,Iwillkeepyou

updated.

Maduo:Okay...

Maduohungupquicklyasshecrumbledtothe

floorandcried.Notagain.Inherheartofhearts

shewaspraying,hopingthathermotherwas

goodandthatthiswasafalsealarm.Shedidn't

wanthertolosethebabyagain...

.

AtBobonongPrimaryHospital



GrannyandSherrywaitedforthedoctorwith

feedback.Thabisowalkedinandhesawhow

theoldwomanwaslookingathim.Sheknew.

Grannykeptquiet.Shewashopingforthe

best,Precioushasbeenhurtenoughandthis

wasgoingtojustcausehermorehurt,shedidn't

knowifshewouldbeabletobouncebackfrom

allofthis.

Thabiso:Dumelang..

Grannykeptquiet.

Sherry:Dumelang..

Shegreetedbackjustsoastonotmakethings



anyawkward.

ThabisosawSaronarushintoaroom andhe

heldhimselffrom askinghertofillthem in.

Saronawasworried.Theyneededtodoascan

andeverything.Thestresshadreallygottento

her.

Sarona:Bringthemachinetoherroom..

Nurse:ofcoursedoctor..

Saronanoddedbeforeshewalkedinsideher

room.Shewasdownandshelookedlikeshe

hadgivenupinlife.

Sarona:Presh...



Shedidn'tturn.Shejustblinkedsoastonotlet

thetearsfall.Shehadlostherbabies..

Sheknewthispregnancywasnotgoingtolast

andshehadpromisedherselfnottobe

attachedbutithurt.Itwentontoprovethatshe

definitelycannotcarryanotherchildfullterm or

withoutcomplications.Thispierherheartand

shewasnevergoingtorecoverfrom this...she

wasuselessasawoman...

Sarona:Hey..Presh...

Shejustputherhandsoverhermouthasshe

letthetearsfall.Shehadlostthebabies...

Thenursewalkedinwiththemachineand



Saronasadlylookedather.

Thenurseconnectedthemachineandbrought

thegel...

Sarona:Letuscheckifthereis....

Precious:What'stheuse?Ialreadylostthe

babies...

Sarona:letmedomyjobplease.

Preciousletherandsheappliedthegelonher

stomach.

Saronawashopingforthebest..

Sheranthewandoverherstomachand

Preciouslookedatherwithsadeyes.



Sarona:I....

.

.
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AtBobonongPrimaryHospital

Sheranthewandoverherstomachand

Preciouslookedatherwithsadeyes.

Sarona:I....



Justasshewasabouttospeak,shehearda

faintheartbeatandshelookedatthe

screen.Shebreathedout...

Preciousheldbacktears,therewasaheartbeat.

Sarona:Aheartbeat...Ionlyseeonechild..

Preciousnoddedwithahappygleam inher

eyes.Evenonechildwasfine..Thiswasa

miracle.

Sarona:Bythelooksofityoulosttheother

childrenbutonesurvived.

Precious:it'sokay.Itisstillablessing.

Sarona:Iwillhavetokeepyouovernightandput

youonpillsthatwillraiseyourprogesterone



levelsandmonitorthefoetuseverytwohours..

Saronasaidasshenoteddownher

observations.

Sarona:wewillalsobemonitoringyourbloop

pressurelevels,nostressplease.Youknowhow

highriskthispregnancyisandwealmostlost

allthechildren.Preciouslistentomethisonce

please.Justforyourbabyifnotforyourself.Do

notstress.Donotstress.....IrepeatPreciousdo

not...

ShenoddedwithtearsinhereyesandSarona

rubbedherhandgentlybeforeshewalkedout

oftheroom.

Shesawthefamilywaitingandshepaused.



Sarona:dumelang

Granny:Dumelangngwanaka..howisshe?

Sarona:well..shewascarryingmorethanonce

child,wehadconfirmedthatinyesterday's

appointmentmaandtodayitshowsthather

bloodpressurelevelswerehighhence

disruptingherpregnancy.

GrannynoddedandThabisolistenedasSarona

spoke.

Sarona:asthus,shelosttheotherchildrenbut

thereisasurvivingfoetus,sothataloneisa

miracle.Wehavetokeepherovernight.Tanki

botsadi.

WiththatSaronawalkedawayandThabiso



breathedasignofrelief.Shemust'vebeenso

stressedanditwasallhisfault.Hecheatedand

stressedherandhehadhimselftoblamefor

losingthekids.

GrannylookedatThabisowithoutsayingaword

andThabisoknewthatshewantedtosay

something.Hismotherinlawwasdisappointed

inhim andheunderstoodthat.

GrannyandSherrystoodupandwalkedinto

Precious'sroom.

Preciousliftedherheadandsmiledabit.

Granny:Howareyoufeeling?

Precious:It'samiraclethatoneofthem

survived..kanakefeelagorekeloilwe.



Sherry:Shouldwebringyousomethingtoeat?

Granny:Gomakesoftporridgeforherathome

andbringithere..

Precious:mama...

Granny:Sherryyou'restillhere?Goo..

Sherrygiggledasshewalkedout.

Granny:wewilldealwitheverythingafteryou

aredischarged,fornowrelaxandthinkofyour

childokay?

Preciousnodded.

Grannyrubbedherhandandsmiled.



SherrypassedThabisobythebenches.He

stoppedher.

Thabiso:Howisshe?

Sherry:sheisgoodnow,shewasactuallyscared

butsheisokaynow.

Thabiso:Thankyou(sighinginrelief)

Sherrynoddedandheadedout.Hereallywanted

toseeherandifshewasfine.

Maybehewillseeheroncehismotherinlaw

wasgone..Hejusthopedshewon'tkickhim out.

.

AtGrandmother'shouse



Sherryparkedthecar.Sheknowsthattheywill

havetocleanotbutfornowshewassentto

makefood.

ShewalkedinsidethehouseandfoundMaduo

sittingthereallalonewithsaddepressing

musicblastingfrom herheadphones.

ShejustremovedtheheadphonesandMaduo

lookedather.Shesawthepaininhereyes.She

waspinkandhereyesswollen.

Sherry:Maddyareyoufine?

Maduo:whatkindofquestionisthat?mamaisin

hospitalandshemight'velostthechildandshe

is...

SherrysighedsadlyasshesatnexttoMaduo.



Sherry:Lookyou'reoldenoughtounderstanda

lotofthingssohereiswhatthedoctor

said..Yourmotherwascarryingmultiplebabies

andsheisleftwithonenow...

Maduowasconfusedbeforeitdawnedonher.

Maduo:thatisalotto

process..wow..okay..Uhm..

Sherry:yep.

Maduo:thenwhyareyouhere?

Sherry:(laughing)gatwekeapeyemotogo..

Maduo:nkuku(smiling)

Sherry:Youknowher,thenIhavetotakeittothe

hospital...andIsawyourdadthere.

Maduo:oh..okay..



Sherry:whathappened?

Maduo:AsIsaid.Idonotknow..dikgangtsa

bagolo..

Sherry:mustbehugecauseyourmom doesn't

haveherringon..

Maduo:let'snotgetinvolved,let'sgocook.

Sherry:okay...

Maduo:leadtheway..

TheywalkedtothekitchenandMaduowasa

bitbetterbutnotentirely.Itwassomethingthat

theotherfoetussurvived.

.

KgosiInvestments,Francistown

WamewalkedinsideRebabedi'soffice.She



pulledherskirtdownabittohideherthighs.She

shouldhavenottakentheiradvice,herboss

wouldneverlookatherthatwayeventhough

theywerejustjoking.

Wame:Sir,theconferenceroom isready.

Rebalookedupfrom hislaptopasheremoved

thebluelightblockingglasses.

Wameswallowednervously.Shehopedhedidn't

noticeherattire,shehasneverwornsucha

shortskirttowork.

Reba:Okay..whenishecomingin?

Wame:intenminutes.

Reba:Getreadytogotakenotes.



Wame:ofcourseSir..

Sheheldhernotebooktightlytoherchestas

shewalkedtothedoor.

Reba:Wame...

Shefroze,itwashisfirsttimecallingherbyher

nameinsteadofhersurnameforprofessional

reasons.Herheartskippedabitassheturned

slowlylookingathim.

Wame:yessir?

Reba:You'redressedinappropriatelyfor

work,it'stoorevealing.

Herheartplummetedasshelookedathim.



Wame:Iwillcorrectthatsir.

Reba:Good.

Shewalkedoutembarrassedwithherself.Damn

herfriends.

Rebabedisighed.Whythehellwashedenying

himselfagoodfuck?Heneededtotakeouthis

frustrationsandheknewhissadisticass

cannotjustsleepwithanyonecausetheywon't

beabletotoleratethepain.

Heclosedhislaptopandthefilesneededfor

thatmeeting.

Hewalkedoutofhisofficeandheadedtothe



conferenceroom.

HefoundWametherewhofailedtomakeeye

contactwithhim.Shewassoembarrassed

aboutwhatjusttookplaceafewminutesagoin

hisoffice.

Rebaplacedhislaptopandthedocumentson

thetableashesatontherevolvingchairatthe

headofthetable.

Heopenedhislaptopandgotonwithwork.A

fewminuteslaterthedooropenedandtheir

potentialclientwalkedinside.

Hestoodupandtheyshookhands.



Reba:MrMason.

MrMason:MrKgosi,pleasuremeetingyouin

person.

Reba:Likewise,youmaytakeyourseat.

Wamelookedbetweenthetwomenand

wow...MrMason'sPAsatdownnexttoher.

ShethennoticedthegoldbandonMrMason's

finger.

Reba:welltothebusinessoftheday,MrMason?

MrMason:ofcourse.

Bytheendofthemeetingbothpartieswere

happywiththeiragreement.



ThePAsexcusedthemselvesonthebasisof

comlaringnotes.

MrMason:Ilikeyourbusinessacumen,you

makethenumbersseem easy.

Reba:Theyare..

MrMason:YoucancallmeLefika..

Reba:Rebabedi..

Lefika:weshouldmeetoutsometime..

Lefikacouldsensetheseriousnessandthe

dominanceradiatingfrom Rebabediandwellif

hethoughthewasanAlphatypeRebabeditook

ittoanewlevel,hewasyoungerthanhim but

hispresencewasfelt.Hewascurioustoknow

moreabouttheyoungKgosiheir.Themasisve

changesandallhedidforthiscompanywas

phenomenal.TheKgosi'swerethemost



powerfulnameinthecountrysoasyoungashe

washewasaforcetobereckonedwith.

Rebabeditookouthisbusinesscardandhe

turnedit.Hescribbledhispersonalphone

number.Hewastheonewhowantedtohang

outandhewasneverapeople'sperson.

Rebabedi:Thisismypersonalphone

number.NicedoingbusinesswithyouMr

Mason.

Withthathegavehim thebusinesscardsndhe

tookhisthings.Walkingout,Lefikawasdone

for.Heactuallydidnotgivesflyingfuckabout

anythingdidhe?Aslongasbusinesswas

concludedtherestcanjustfuckitself.

.



AtTheHospital

Preciousatethelastspoonfulofthesoft

porridgeandshelookedatthefruitsSherryhad

placedbyherbedside.

Granny:Nostressngwanaka,please..

Precious:eemma..

Granny:Thisisablessingsotakecareofit..

Precious:Eemma.

Granny:meandSherryareleaving,wewillcome

checkonyoutomorrow.

Precious:okay..thankyousomuch.

Sherry:It'snothing..Bye.

Granny:bye..



Precious:byeguysandtellMaduoIam fine,she

shouldnotworry.

Granny:willdo..

Preciousnoddedastheywalkedout.Shetook

herphonewhichSherryhadbrought,she

thoughtshemightneedit.

Sheswitchediton..Shewaitedandthen

messagescamefloodingin.

Sheignoredthosefrom Thabisoandshe

decidedtocallLaone.Shedoesn'tneedstress

atthemoment.

Laone:thankGod,ontseolekae?

Precious:phonewasoff,what'sup?



Laone:Ihaveadatesis..(screaming)

Precious:Yeelang!erengjoymoLaone(smiling)

Laone:andwemetyesterdayatNando'sandas

oldasIam Idon'twanttowasteany

chances..Maybethisismarriageinfrontofme.

Precious:Youalreadyseemarriage?

Laone:Ee....Iam notgettinganyyounger,lennaI

wantafamilyPresh..

Precious:Iam happyforyouLaone..You

deservealittlebitofhappiness..

Laone:yess..eketenkadiravoshi..

Precious:haiyeee(laughing)Iswearyoumust've

hadloveatfirstsight.

Laone:hee..Iplayedhardtoget'nyanannathe

woman..

Precious:Yeelang!

Laone:youcould'veseenhim...urg..enough



aboutme,didyoutellyourhusbandaboutthe

pregnancy?

Preciousshifteduncomfortably.Shedidn'teven

wanttothinkaboutThabisoandtheir

marriage.Hersisterwashappyandshedidn't

needtohearallaboutherproblems.

Precious:yeah(lowvoice)

Laone:Youdon'tsoundhappy..what'sup?

Precious:nothing,justthatthepregnancyisa

highriskoneyetagain...

Laone:withthesolidsupportsystenyou

have,youwillbeokay.Iwillbeprayingforyou

sis...youdeserveanotherchild.

Precious:yeah..letmenotdelayyou,youhavea

date..

Laone:ngng..Ineedadvice..whatshouldI



wear?Sexyorsmokinghot?Modestor

mature?helpasisterouthere...

Precious:wellitsafirstdateandyoudon'twant

toseem tothirsty..

Laone:Thirsty?

Precious:ee...thirsty..trywearingsexybut

modest.Hidetheskinbutletitbesexy..doyou

hearme?

Laone:eemmasisPresh..

Preciouschuckledasthedoortoherroom

opened.

Hersmiledfaded.

Precious:Ihavetogosis.

Laone:okay..Iwillfigureitout..Idunnowherehe

istakingmeevenso..



Precious:okay..

Shehungupandsheplacedherphoneonher

thighs.

Precious:getoutofmyroom.

Thabiso:I.

Precious:ngng..I..I,Iwaeng?getout,youare

stressingmeout..

Thabiso:Presh..

Precious:Ifyouwillwanttolietomethatyou

loveandallthat,stuffit.Ifyoudolovemeand

stillwantyourchildtosurvivegetthefucking

outoftheroom...

Thabisolookedatherandtherewasnolonger

angerinhereyesjustfuryandhejustwentto



placethefoodhehadboughtforheronthe

bedsidetableandhewalkedout.

Preciouswatchedhim walkandsheblinked.She

shouldnotcryandstress.Thebabywasthe

importantthingatthemoment.

.

AtLaone'shouse

Laonetwirledinfrontofthemirror.Shedidn't

knowbutthiswillapplymaybe.Thejeanswere

goodandshelovedherwaistwhichhadthat

thingman.

Therewasadoorknock.

Shesoberedupandtriedtohidehersmile.She



wenttoopenthedoorandwellTerrywasin

casualwear.

Hesmiledandhisdimpleshowed.

Laone:hi..(blushing)

Terry:heyLala,youlookgorgeous.

Terrysaidashesawhowthatjeanfitherlikea

glove,hewaistclinchedandthetuckedin

poloneckmadeherbeautiful.Hehadtoadmit

notmanywomenwouldwearthatforafirst

dateandhisdatewasnotaconventionalone.

Laoneledhim insideandhesatdown.Shewent

backtothebedroom whereshegrabbedher

blackcoatandcellphone.



Shewalkedout.

Laone:allready..

Terrystoodupandwalkedoutofthehousefirst.

Laonelockedthehouseandsheslippedthe

keysinhercoatpocket.

Terryopenedhiscardoorforherandshegot

inside.

Laone:Thankyou..

Terry:mypleasure..

Helightlyjoggedtohisside.Hestartedthecar



andadjustedtherearviewmirror.Shewas

beautiful.

Laone:sooo...wherearewegoing?

Terry:aah..Iknewyouweregoingtoaskthat

question..

Laone:soareyougoingtoanswerme(giggling)

Terry:no..Iam goingtopretendthatyoudidn't

askthat...

Laone:Youmightbekidnappingme(laughing

softly)

Terry:PatienceisavirtueLala..

Heincreasedthevolumeandshesangalongas

shebuckledup..

Laone:"Kudalangibonangiphilakanje



Ngibonangiphilakanje

Kungenxayothandolwakhe

Mehloam'avuliwe

Ndlebezamizimamele

Mlomowam'uthethanaye

Thethanaye

Nguyeyedwa"

ShemovedherheadtothebeatasTerey

smiledashealsoemovedhisheadtothe

uptiwnbeat.

Hejoinedtheroad...Laonesangalongasshe

lookedathim smiling.

Heendedupjoininghersingingthesongashe

tappedthesteeringwheellightly.



Terry:"Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Wavuth'umlilo

Nangulomlilo

Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Wavuth'umlilo

Nangulomlilo"

Laonelaughedashesangalongasshestuck

hertongueout.Shelovedthissong.

Both:"Thandolwakho

Ludalimilingo,kusukum'iyishosha

Nentandoyakho,abangabonisebeyobona

Minangekengwaziukufakazelaomuny'umuntu

Kodwauthandolwakho



Ayminangzotshelaabaningi

Nangulomlilolilolilolilolilo

Lomlilolilolilolilolilolilolilo

Lomlilolilolilolilolilo

Lomlilolilolilowooh

Hayiyeyeye(lomlilolomlilo)

Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Wavuth'umlilo

Nangulomlilo

Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Wavuth'umlilo

Nangulomlilo"

Laonesnappedherfingersasshedancedinher



seatandTerrylaughed,helovedhowshewas

nowcomfortablearoundhim..

ThesongendedandLaonethrewherheadback

laughing...

Laone:Ilovethatsongdamn...(laughing)Sorry

youhadtoseethat..Icouldn'tholdmyselfback

from singingalong,excusetheterriblevoice...

Terrencelaughedasheturnedthecar..

Terry:Ienjoyedtheshow...Dango

montle..dammit.Kebolaileha..

Laone:aahyeelaTerryslowdown..

Laonesaidasshelookeddownsmilingherface



out.

TerrystoppedthecarandLaonelookedaround..

Itwasapark..

Laonewassurprised.

Terry:Ihaveconnections,wearenotsupposed

tobeherethistimebutIhaveotherplans..The

funisindoingwhatyou'renotsupposedtodo..

Heopenedthedoorforherandtheygotinside

thepark.Shesawfairylightdecoratingaspot

andablanketlaiddownonthegrass...

Sheregrettedwearingheels.



Terryjuststoppedandbentdown..

Terry:letmehelpyouwiththose.

Laone:(laughingsoftlywhileblushing)you..do..

Terry:andIdowhatIwantto..

Hehelpedtotakeoffhershoesandherfeet

breathedastheyfeltthecoolgreengrass.

Theygottothespotandhehelpedhersitdown

andshesatcrosslegged..

Hesatnexttoherandheopenedthepicnicbox

andtookoutwineandtwowineglasses.

Terry:sweetwineforyoumylady?

Laone:yesplease,thankyou..



Softmusicplayedinthebackgroundandshe

sawthespeakerthatwasthereandshe

smiled.Hepreparedforthisdatemanandit

wascutethatheputintheworktowooher.

Hehandedhertheglassandshesippedonit.

Terry:andwhoisLaone?

Laone:trickquestion...(laughing)Wellsheisan

independentwoman.

Terry:from yourstubbornnessIcaneasilytell

Laone:Good.Iam nowalkoverTerry,oskaleka..

Terry:Iwouldnever.

Laone:uhm Laone..sheisfrom Bobonong..

Terrylaughed.

Terry:shouldIbeworried?



Laone:ngng..

Terry:okay..

Laone:thankyouforthissetup..

Terry:AllforyouLala..

Laone:stopbeingcuteTerryaah...

Terry:Iam pressingalltherightbuttonsaren'tI?

Laone:fotshekeTerry..

Henoddedhishead.

Terry:definitelypressingtherightoneshere..

Heopenedthefoodbasketashehandedhera

plate.Sheputherwineglassdown..Thisneeded

asongtodancetoandwhywasherheart

happy?



Hedishedforherandhimself.

Laone:andIknownothingaboutyou..

Terry:Thereisnothingtotell,justthatIam

slowlyapproachingmylatethirtiesandIhave

beenplayedbywomenwaytoomanytimes..

Laone:why?

Terry:Ihonestlydonotknow,allIknowisthatI

am lookingforstabilityandafamily.

Laonenodded.Hesoundedlikehertypeofman

becauseshewaslookingforthesamething.

Theyatewhilemakingsmalltalkandgettingto

knoweachother.



HerwinefinishedandshelookedatTerry.

Terry:No..wedonotwantyoudrunkLala..

Laone:Iwon't..Onemoreglass..

Terryrefilledherglassbutnothiscausehewas

driving.

Laone:it'sactuallyquitefunnythatweare

lookingforthesamethingsandherewe

are..whatifit'sfate?

Terry:Youreckon?

Laone:mmhmm...

Umlilocameonfrom thespeakerandsheput

herwineglassdown..



Laone:ngng..standupTerry..

Shestoodupandshegavehim herhand.He

tookitandstoodup..

Sheturnedasshestartedhummingalongto

thelyrics...

Terrylaughed.Maybethistimeshewastheright

one..

Hegotridofhisshoesandjoinedherasshe

danced.Heheldherwaistastheydanced

movingforwardandbackward..

'Nangulomlilolilolilolilolilo

Lomlilolilolilolilolilolilolilo



Lomlilolilolilolilolilo

Lomlilolilolilowooh

Hayiyeyeye(lomlilolomlilo)

Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Wavuth'umlilo

Nangulomlilo

Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Wavuth'umlilo

Nangulomlilo'

Laone:'wavuthumlilo'

Terrencewasenjoyinghimselfandthesong

ended.Laoneturnedandlookedathim.Thisfelt

tooperfect.



Hejustliftedherheadupandslowlybrought

hislipstoherpinkjuicyones.Laonelethim and

sheindulgedhiskiss.

Hebrokeitandlookedather.Shesmiledas

theystartedslowdancingtoLiquideep'sStill..

Terry:'Iwillloveyoutilltimestandsstill..

Iwillloveya..

BabygirlIwillalwayswill..'

Theydancedlikethatwiththeirhandstiedto

eachotherasthemoonlightshoneonthem and

everythingseemedsurreal.

.

.



UNEDITED

IHAVENOTABANDONEDMYDUTIES.

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#34

Amonthlater

AtFrancistownHighCourt

Sashawasnervous.Thecasehadbeen

presentedandshejusthardenedherheart

whenshesawKitso.Shebetrayedherandshe

thoughtshewasafriendwhilstshewasa

snakeinthegrass.

Courtclerk:allrise



TheydidastheJudgewalkedinsidethe

courtroom.ShelookedatRebawhoseemed

unaffected.Herbrotherwasdefinitelynotfazed

byanythingsnditwashardtodecipherhis

emotionsorifheevenhademotions.

Judge:Goodmorning...Wellwearegathered

heretodaytoheartheverdictinregardstothe

KaoneMotswediandSashaKgosicasein

whichMsKitsowasanaccomplicetothe

horrendouscrime...

Therewassilenceincourtaseveryoneawaited

theverdict.Kaonesadlylookeddown.His

parentsweresoembarrassedandKitsowas

hopingthatthejudgewillbelenientwithher.



Tumirubbedherhandsnervously.Shehad

testifiedincourtsinceshewasthedoctorwho

waslookingafterSashawhenshewasbrought

in.Hertherapisthadprovedhermentallyfitto

beabletotestifyandappearincourt.

Thejudgelookedathispaperandheplacedit

behindhisotherone.

Judge:Withtheevidencepresentedbefore

me,MrMotswediistherebyguiltyofrapesince

hehadasexualencounterwiththevictim

withoutherknowledge.Forthathewillbefined

andsentencedto7yearsinprisoninwhichthr

lasttwoyearswillbepardonedbecauseheisa

firsttimeoffender...

Kaonelookeddown.Theregoeshisschoolbut

hedeservesit.Heliftedhiseyesandlookedat



Sashawhodidnotlooktoopleasedwiththe

verdict.

Judge:StillonthecaseMsKitsowasan

accompliceasperthetestimonyofthe

offender,shehadwantedtheoffendertoget

closetothevictim...Andsheknewaboutthe

datedrugthathadbeenspikedinMsKgosi's

drink...Shewillbefinedforsuchandshewillbe

sentencedtwoyearsinprisonandpardonedthe

lastyearsincesheisalsoafirsttimeoffender.

Kitsosighedsadlyastearsfilledhereyes.She

hastogotoprisonnow..Evenifit'sjustfora

year...

Judge:thismarkstheclosingofcase#253



Thejudgestoodup.

Courtclerk:Allrise(shouting)

TheyallstoodontheirfeetandMmaKgosi

smiled.

Thejudgeexitedthecourtroom andSasha

watchedasthepoliceofficercuffedKaoneand

kitso'shands.

Kitsomouthedasorryassadnesswashedover

herfeatures.Sashaalmostfeltsorryforherbut

sherememberedwhatshedidtoher.

Sashastoodupandlookedatherfamilywho

hadcometobethereforher.



MmaKgosi:Let'sgongwanaka...

Sasha:ofcoursemom..

Shehuggedhermothertightlyasshe

smiled.Shewillbefine.DrMasonmadeherway

tothefamilyandshehuggedSasha.

DrMason:congratulationsontheruling..

Sasha:Thankyouformakingsuremymental

healthisfine.

DrMason:That'smyjob.

Sasha:(whispering)KeyooReba,wannashoot

yourshotdoc?

DrMason:(laughing)WaswabaSasha...Mxm..

Sasha:(laughingsoftly)Iwasjustsaying..



ShebrokethehugandlookedatDrMason.

Sasha:Nomoreappointments?

DrMason:wanwanaare?(areyoudrinking)more

sessionsforyou..

SashachuckledandthenDrMasonlookedat

thefamily.

DrMason:congratulationsontheruling.

MmaKgosi:Thankyou.

Florence:Thankyoungwanaka..

Rebajustnoddedashelookedbackathis

phone.DrMasondidnotknowhowtofeelabout

that..therewassomethingaboutamannot

payingtoomuchattentiontoyouthatyou



yourselfyouendupoayingtoomuchattention

tohim.Sheshookherhead.

Reba:Leheditse?(areyoudone?)

Hisdeepvoiceshookherabit.Tumilooked

from thesidelinesasthefamilytalkedtoDr

Mason.ShesawhowDrMasonlookedatReba

whowasnotreallypayingattentiontoher.This

manwasawomanmagnet.Howcanwomen

fallforhim andhejustignoresitlikethat?She

didn'twanttothrowherselfathim.Hehasthe

characteristicsofanAlphamaleandtheylove

doingthechasingandnottheotherway

round.Shesighedasshestoodupandshe

passedthefamily..

Sasha:Ithinkso..Mama?



MmaKgosi:sure..

Sasha:Dr...

Sashastoppedherandshesmiled

nervously.Rebalookedupandhesawher.He

noddedyetagainashefocusedonhisphone.

Sasha:Thankyoudoc..

Tumi:It'smyjobandcongrats.

Sasha:Thankyoudoc,takecare.

Tumi:Youtoo..

WiththatTumiwalkedoutandSashasmiled.

Sasha:ByeDrMason.

DrMason:sure..don'tforgetyourappointment.

Sasha:ofcourse.



Rebalookedathiswatch.Hefrowned.Hehada

meetingtogetto.

Hisphonerangandhewalkedoutsideofthe

courtroom toanswerthecall.Thecameras

flashedandheraisedhishandandjustwalked

rightinthemiddle.

Reba:Ntatemogoloshewonthecase.

Kgosi:Good.Iwillcallherlater.

Reba:okay..

Kgosi:Yourunclesaregoingtomeetduringthis

weektotryandseeiftheycansetthedatefor

bogadi..

Reba:Dowhatyoumust..



Rebaturnedaroundashewatchedthemedia

snappicturesofhisfamilyastheywalkedout

ofthecourtroom.Atlast.Theywerereally

wastinghistime..Besideshewantedtospeak

toSashaaboutthewayforwardwithschool.

Kgosi:WewillkeepyouinformedandIlookedat

thefiguresyousentlastweek.

Reba:mhmm..

Kgosi:Therewasslightdeclineinthereturnswe

aregettingfrom theinvestments...

Reba:Inoticedthattoobutlet'snotforgetthat

wearedealingwithInternationalcompanies

andinvestments.Theslightdropis100%

causedbythenovelcoronavirusbut

well...(chucklingashefoldedhislegsagainst

hiscar)Iknowhowtomakethemoneygrow..

Kgosi:Andyouarejustbeingboastful..



Reba:Wecannotdenythetruth..

Helookedathiswtachonceagainandhesaw

Sashamakeherwaytohiscar.

Kgosi:makethemoney,wecannotafforstogo

under.

Reba:wehavealotofmouthstofeedso

obviouslytheballcannotbedropped.That

wouldhavedireconsequences.Look

ntatemogoloIhavetogo..

Kgosi:Okay..

Reba:Iwillsendthespreadsheetsforthe

Gaboronebranchandtheotherinternational

companiesthatweareplanningonbuying.AndI

haveaproposalforthesettingupofanew

branch..

Kgosi:Yourbusinessacumenyoungboy..



Reba:It'sbetterthanyoursoldguys..Gosiame.

Hehungupbeforehisgrandfathercouldpreach

ofbeingtheonetostartthebusinessbackin

thedaywhenitwastoughandallthatbull.

SashagotinsidethecarandRebagotinside

thecaraswell..

Hestartedthecarandshebuckledup..

RebaincreasedthevolumeabitandSasha

lookedathim..

Reba:spititout..

Sasha:andyouknow...

Reba:Iknowwhat?



Sasha:AndtothinkIdidn'tknowyourmusic

taste..

Shesaidassheincreasedthevolume.

Reba:what'swrongwithmymusictaste?

Sasha:youhaveagirlfriend?

Reba:haveyouseenmebringagirlhome?

Sasha:No..

Hereversedanddroveslowly.Hepausedthe

songandlookedatSasha..

Reba:What'syournextmove?

Sasha:(sighing)Iwanttomove...Francistown

willneverbethesameforme..



Reba:Iunderstand...

Sasha:beforeyouaskIwrotealetteraskingfor

aswaptotheBACcampusatGaborone.

Reba:readyforthecity?

Sasha:notreally.NotthatIhaveneverbeen

therebeforebutactuallycompletingmy

schoolingthere...

Reba:livingatthehouse?

Sasha:No,Iwanttoapplyforaccommodation

theresoIcanactuallyfocusonschool.

Reba:wisedecision..

Sasha:yes..Iwanttostartafreshandtryto

forgetwhathappened.

Reba:Ihearyou..

Sasha:soIam allowedtogothere?

Reba:yes..aslongasyoubehaveandyourGPA

nevereverdrops.



Sasha:Ipromise..

Shesaidastheyjoinedthemainroad.Hewas

goingtodropherhome.Sheplayedthesong..

Sasha:"Ngekebalunge

Ngekebasiqede

Ngobakusobalaloluthandongekelwavalwa

ngubala

Ngekebalunge

Ngekebasiqede

Ngobakusobalaloluthandongekelwavalwa

ngubala"

Shesangalongwithasmile.



Sasha:Yourplaylistmustbelit...whowould

havethoughtyouplaythesesongsinyourcar

whenyou'realone..

Reba:Kanawena..

Sasha:Yousurprisemeyetagain.

Rebabedismiledashesawthesmileonher

faceandSasha'seyeswidened.Hejust

smiled.Heisherbrotherbutdammit.Hehas

alwaysbeenacatchbutwhenhesmiled

dammitthatwouldmakeagirllosetheir

mind.Andforaslongassherememberedhe

neversmiledeversincethatothertimeandhe

hadneverbeenthesame..

Reba:Whenyou'redonestaringyoucantellme.

Sasha:andyouhadtoruinitbysayingthat..

Reba:wantlwaelatlheSasha..



Whenhesaidthatshesoberedup.Backtothe

seriousRebaagainbutshehadcaughta

glimpseofhim happy.Herbrotherandhismany

facetsthatleftherconfusedashell.

Theconversationdiedoutasshehummedto

thesong.

.

AtGranny'shouse

Granny:Girlsyouhavetogo

Sherry:andyouarechasingusout.

Granny:Gobuythesugarandsomethingjustgo

andcomebackaroundfive..

Maduo:why?



Granny:thereisameetinghereanditdoesnot

concernyou.

PreciousgaveSherryhercarkeys.

Sherry:Thankyou.

Precious:don'tscratchmycar..

Maduo:comeonemom wewon't.

Sherry:letusgochange..

Granny:whatforwhenyouneedtogetoutof

thehouse?

Maduo:grannygiveustenminutesandyou

won'thearaboutus.

Thegirlsheadedtotheirroom andPrecious

sighedassherubbedhersmallbump.Thebaby

wasgrowingandatleastshewaspastthefirst



trimester.

Granny:Youneedtobereadyforthemeeting

andlet'shearwhatthefamilysays..akereke

ronabarelenyadisitseng?

Precious:Eemma..

Granny:Donotbetohasteandlet'shearthem

outandwewilltakefrom there.Yourunclesare

comingandtheeldersandleeneThabisoatle

aipuemobagolong.

Precious:Eemma...keore..(sighing)Itshardto

forgivethatandIdon'tthinkIwillmovepast

thatmostespeciallythatithadbeengoingon

forsometimeandheevengotherpregnant.

Granny:Donotstress...thinkofthebaby.Ifthe

bothofyoudidnothaveanychildrenthenwe

wouldhavejustsaydivorcebutinthiscasetwo

childrenareinvolved.



Precious:Eemma..ketlareetsabutattheend

ofthedaythedecisionisinmineand...

Thegirlswalkedoutoftheroom.

Precious:Please....

Maduo:wewillnot,youguysarekickingus

out...wewillbebackaroundfive.Byegrandma

andmom..

Sherry:Byee...

Thegirlsjustwalkedoutandthetwolaughed.

Granny:Idonottrustthem.

Precious:metoo...



Inthecar

Maduo:Sohowmuchdidgrandmagiveyou?

Sherry:Uhm P200..wehavetobuysugarand

meat..

Maduo:Fine..Choppiesitis..

SherrystartedthecarandMaduocalled

Rethabile.

Thabi:It'sabouttime..

Maduo:didyoutellthem?

Thabi:no..

Maduo:IgiveupandIam notabouttolecture

youagain..yourcall..Nowbusiness..howmuch

arewemakingsis?

Thabi:InthepastmonthIhadfour

gigs,urg...currentlyhave5Kintheaccount..



Maduo:Nowwearechasingthebagsis..

Thabi:ngngwenawhatareyoudoing?

Maduo:Something..

Thabi:Tellme...

Maduo:waitfirst...IwillletyouknowwhenI

makemyfirstmillion.

Thabi:ThatisbeingcrypticMaduo..tellme..

Maduo:patiencengwanawabomme..patience..

Thabi:mxm..

Maduolaughedasshecontinuedtalkingtothe

phoneasSherrydrived.

Maduo:Ihavegottogo,youcallmelater.

Thabi:fine.Sharp.



Maduohungupandcheckedthenotification...

Hermouthhungandsheremovedherglasses

andrubbedhereyesonceagain.Whatthefuck?

Sheputonherglassesandlookedatthe

notificationonceagain...

Sherryparkedthecarintheparkingspace.

Sherry:What'sgotyoushocked..

Maduo:aah..wow..cause...becausewow..

Sherry:youarenotmakinganysense..

Maduoblinkedasshestaredathercellphone

screen.Thisjusthappened.



Maduo:Theactualfuck??

Sherry:What?

Sherrytookherphonefrom herhandandshe

readthemessage.

Sherry:Whatthe...

Maduo:Dude..YohIcannot...

Sherryrereadthemessageandshewas

shocked.Thiswasbig.

Maduo:tellmethat'snottrue..tell...pinchme..

SherrypinchedherandMaduohalfscreamed.



Maduo:ouch..

Shetookherphonefrom Sherry.

Maduo:twothousandeffingfivehundred

euros..Ohmyword..

Shefannedherselfwithherhands.Thiswas

big..Sobigandshedidn'tknowhowtocontain

herself..

Sherry:Iam shocked...

Maduo:youandIboth..Causewow..

Sherry:somuchmoney..

Maduo:Andthisisjustthebeginning..thisforex

ispayingoff..

Sherry:Forex?Youdoingforex?



Maduo:yes...thatisliterallyalmostP30000in

myaccountcausedamn..

Sherry:Dang..

Maduoshookherheadinshock.

.

Gaborone,Botswana

Laonesatonherofficechair.SheandTerry

weremovingalongfineandithasbeenjusta

monthbutitseemedpromising..

Therewasaknockonherdoor.

Laone:comein.



Thecompanyreceptionistwalkedinholdinga

box.

Her:Ms,thisjustcameandIsigneditoffforyou.

Laone:Thankyou.

Her:welcome.Haveagoodday.

ShewalkedoutandLaoneopenedthenicely

decoratedbox.

Sheopenedtheboxandshealmostjumpedoff

herchairjustasthedooropened.

Terry:Gotcha..

Laoneplacedherhandonherheartasshe

breathedin..

Laone:Thatisnotfunny..

Terry:Lalababes..itsjustatoy..



Laone:Youscaredmeandyouwerewaitingso

seemyreaction.

Terry:Removethattoplayer..

Laonelookedatthetoysnakefearfullyasshe

usedherfingerandthrewittothefloor.

Laone:Ihateyou..

Terry:Lies..YoulovemeLala..

Loane:mxm..

Shesawtheboxofchocolatesaccompanied

withapandoranecklace.

Laone:andwiththesegiftsyouareforgiven.

Terry:akisstosealthedeal?



Laone:Ngng..

Terry:kagoetsayakaforce..

Shegiggledasshelookedathim.
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AtGrandmother'shouse

Theeldersandunclessatdownonthesofasas

Preciouswenttobringmorechairsforthe

elderstositon...

Theauntssatoncarpetastheyhadgathered

hereforthismeeting.Thabiso'sheartbledabit

ashewatchedPreciouswhowasinablack



dress.Thebabybumpwasvisibleandtobelieve

shelosttheotherchildrenbecauseofhis

selfishness.HisfatherlookedatThabisoand

shookhishead.Hewasdisappointed.Howcana

grownmanlikehim choosetodestroyhisown

marriageforasidechickwhom hewillleavein

ayearorso..andtomakeherpregnant..That'sif

shewascarryinghischild.Thesewomenwho

destroyotherpeople'smarriagesareusually

loosesoonewouldnotexpectanythingbetter

from them.

Heclearedhisthroat..

RraT:DumelangbalooKutlwano..

UncleK:Dumelang...

Theyhadtohumblethemselvesbecausetheir

sonhadwrongedtheirdaughterandthey

cannotshaketenyearsoffamilysolidarityover



Thabiso'sfoolishness.

RraT:Weareherebecauseoursonhas

wrongedyourdaughterwhom weknowishis

wife..

Preciouslistenedandsheavoidedeyecontact

withThabiso.Hedestroyedtheirfamilyandit

washisfaultthattheywerehere...Divorcehad

beenonhermindbutshewillhearwhatthey

havetosayaboutitall.

UncleK:eerautwa..Asyouknow..mosimane

yooothubilelelwapa(thisboydestroyedhis

home)

Thabiso'sheadhunglowinembarrassment.



Granny:AndIwasshocked..(shakingherheadin

disbelief)Hehurtthischild..hiswhole

family...Imaginefindingoutthatyouhave

impregnatedapersonoutsidetheperimetersof

yourmarriage..disappointment.

Preciouskeptquiet..Shewasn'taskedforher

opinionsoshewillspeakoncetheyaskher.

Theauntsjustlistened.Theywillintervenelater.

RraT:totalennaketlhabiwakekgala(Iam also

embarrassed)Hisactionsareembarrassing

andtheyaredraggingthefamilyname..ngwetsi

yakogaronawenawareng?

Preciousliftedherhead.Shewasdonecrying.



Precious:IwashurtandIrealisedthathewas

seekingwhatIcannotgivehim whichisason..

Theauntssighedsadly..Thabisoneh..

Precious:Andithurt,wehadlongmovedfrom

thecheatingbecausethelasttimethaf

happenedwaswhenhewascourtingme..Years

agoandIrealisedthatIhaveeverythingbutI

cannotgivehim ason..forthepasttenyearsof

ourmarriagenothinghaschanged(blinkingto

holdbacktears)

GrannyrubbedherbackgentlyandMmaT's

heartbledforher.

UncleK:motlogolowelangwanka..



Shenoddedassheasshewipedhertears..

UncleBoago:Kgangkeyeobagolo(that'sthe

issuepeople)

Peoplekeptquiet.

RraT:Totangwetsiyaronakeeneyoa

tshwanetsenggorebolellagoreeneobatla

eng(ourdaughterinlawistheonewhois

supposedtotelluswhatshewants)

Granny:True..

Oneoftheolderauntsdecidedtogiveher

opiniononthematterathand.

AuntCharity:Kekopagolatlhelalame



lefoko..(CanIgivemyopinion)

UncleK:Ofcourse..weareheretodiscussthe

wayforward.

AuntCharity:wellPreciouswasitnecessaryfor

youtoupandleavethemomentyouheardthe

news?NgwanakagakareThabisoodirile

sentle..nyaa..allIam sayingisthatyoushould

havediscussedtheissuewithhim andifthe

discussionwasbeyondthebothofyou,a

meetingwouldhavebeencalled.Youarea

marriedwomannotagirlfriendwhocanupand

leavewhenshepleases,youconsideryour

familyandhowitsgoingtobeaffectedmoving

forward.

Preciousnodded.

UncleBoago:motlogolowaronahasdonethe

unthinkable..whilstwearestillhere,hehas



impregnatedthesidedish..howarewegoingto

tacklethattooifPreciousandThabisohappen

toreconcile?

RraT:Edingalobecausehiswifehereishurting

becauseofthatandsheiscarryinghischild.

MmaT:True..wewillcrosthatbridgewhenwe

gettherebecausewestillhavetofixthe

marriagethatwasdestroyedbythatverysame

sidechick..Ngwanakatelluswhathappened?

Precious:uhm..Ireceivedananonymoustext

andIbrusheditofftillistartedtothinkmore

andmoreaboutit.Iheadedtothehospitaland

wellsinceIhaddecidednottoworrymuch

aboutit..IshowedittoSarona..

AuntCharity:(chuckling)Saronaontseo

teng?(Saronaisstillthere?)

Granny:Eeandshehashipsnow..pitysheisnot

yetmarried...

Precious:wellshesaidsherecognizedthe



number,itwashercousinMiranda'snumber..

MmaTlookedatThabiso..

MmaT:holdittherePrecious,Thabisoexplainto

usmatlakalaaoadirileng..

Thabisosighedandalleyeswereonhim.They

allwaitedforanexplanation.

Thabiso:Uhm...ImetMirandaaround..

RraT:aroundkekae?

Thabiso:whenIwasinFrancistown..

Someoftheauntsclappedtheir

hands.Precious'sheartbroke

more.Wow!Thabisolookeddownandhisbfather

nudgedhim tocontinuewithwhathewas



tellingthem..

Thabiso:Theaffaithasbeengoingonformore

thanayear..

MmaT:Babirwabantsetse!

UncleK:Iam finished..Mencheatbutarewe

goingtonormalizethis?Heregretsitbecause

hewascaught.Ifhewassorryhewouldhave

stoppedcheatinginlessthanthreemonthsand

wewouldhavenotbeenhere...

Preciousheldbacktears.Wow!Andshenever

realizedthistillonlyamonthago.Hethought

shewasafoolandMirandabeigpregnantwas

proofthattheirrelationshipwasblossoming.

GrannyrubbedPrecious'shandasshetriednot

toletthetearsfall.



Silenceengulfedtheroom.

RraT:gakesaitse...

UncleBoago:lethim beghiswife...maybehe

reallylovesthem both..Wecameheretoaskfor

clarityandforgivenessbutitseemslikethere

wasalotwewerenottold.

Thabiso:I'm so..

AuntCharity:Watlhodia..Nyaangwanakagatwe

lenyaloleatlotliwa(You'remakingnoise..no..my

child,theysaymarriageisrespected)butifyou

wanttowalkawaywewon'tholditoveryou..

Granny:Preciousdonotstress,thinkofthechild

andMaduo..

Preciousnodded,Thabiso'sheartbrokeonce

againashesawthepaininhereyesbeforeshe

lookeddown.Heregrettedwhathedidwith



Mirandaandhehasonlybeenintouchwithher

becausesheispregnant,nothingmore...

Thabiso:Mogatsaka..PreciousIam sorry..

Hewentonhiskneesandbeggedherasshe

wipedhertears..

Shedidn'tfacehim,shelookedattheelders..

Precious:CanIbeexcusedforafewminutes?

AuntFifi:Okayngwanaka..

PreciousstoodupwithoutlookingatThabiso

andshanehithim atalldirections.Theelders

weredisappointed.Hesatdownonthechairas

thepeopleshooktheirheads.Hefuckedupbig

time..



.

Atthemall

MaduosatwithSherryinthecar.Shehadnow

cometotermsthatsheisgonnaberichfor

real..Somuchmoney..

Shefeltbadthathercousinhadfinishedschool

lastyearandhadnotyetfoundajob.Maube

theymightstrikeadeal.Sheknewthatit'snever

wisetoinvolvemoneyandfamilybut...

Maduo:Sher..

Shelookedatherasshebitintothechicken

wingstheyhadboughtfrom theshop.

Sherry:mmhmm...

Maduo:Haveyoueverthoughtofstartinga



business?

Sherry:Countlessoftines..

Maduo:Well..howaboutwestrikeadeal?

Sherryshookherhead..

Sherry:MaddyIseewhatyou'retryingtodoand

Iappreciateitburmakeyourownmoney

dear.Donotinvolvefamilyinbusiness.Iam

happyforyouherebutIwon'taskmoneyfrom

you..Mybankaccountmaynothavea30kbuta

thousandisgoodandIusethatmoneytotravel

andapplyforjobs..

Maduo:Ithoughtthatyouwould..

Sherry:Look...maybeit'spridebutIlikemaking

myownmoneyandthatisyourown

money..Enjoyit..akojeolesegoakanyathata..



Maduolaughedasshetookachickenwingand

starteddevouringit.

Sherrywasoneinakind.Manywouldhave

jumpedfortheopportunitytogettheirhandsin

hermoneybutshesaidshewasgoodandshe

guessedthatifshehadwantedtostartherown

sidehustleshewouldhavedonesothe

momentshegraduated...

Maduo:thenwheretonext?Westillhaveample

time..

Sherry:Selfiesmaybe..Ihavenoideaonwhatto

donexthere..

Maduowasalreadypreppingherphone

camera..

Maduo:Saycheese..



Sherrylaughedasshemadethepeacesignand

Maduosnappedapicofthebothofthem.She

eventookphotosofthem eatingandwellher

mom'scarwasprettysmartsothepictureswill

turnouttobenice.

Sherrywipedherhandsandsnappedpictures

ofherandMaduoandsomeindividualselfies..

Maduo:I'm postingonfacebook.

Sherry:metoo..tagmeonthephotos.

Maduo:willdosis..

Theyreallyhadnothingbettertodoandthey

werejustrelaxinginsidethecarinthepublic

parkingspot..

MaduouploadedafewsnapsofherandSherry

onFacebookwiththecaption"familythings



"ShetaggedSherryonthephotoandshe

wenttoInstagram whereshepostedtwoof

theirpicstogetherandtaggedhertoo..

Sherrysawthetagsandshereactedontheir

pictures.

Maduo:rapeka..

Sherry:Thata..andtothinkyou'rewayyounger

thanme..

Maduo:ofavouritecousinakere..

Sherry:Iknow..I'm likeyouroldersisterkid.

Maduorolledhereyes..

Maduo:notkidagain..

Herphonebeepedandshereadthecomments

ontheirpics.

Bogosi:Issheyoursister?



Sherolledhereyeslaughing.Bogosiotlwaela

Sherry.

2ndcomment:Banababafresh

3rdcomment:wow

Shesmiledasshesawhowmanysharestheir

picgot..

Maduo:celebrity..

Sherry:mxm..keoreotlhapilehela..

Maduo:tswaa..

Theybothgotbusyontheirsocialmediaand

Sherygotmessages.Peoplewhoshehad

forgettentheirexistence.Wellitsbeenawhile

sinceshehadpostedpicturesonInstagram

andFacebook..



Shelockedherphoneandsheplaceditonher

thighs.

Sherry:Let'sdrivearound..wehavenothingtodo.

Maduo:Finebymesis..leggo..Letmepluginmy

phonethenwehavetherightvibes..

Sherry:IswearauntPreshwillkillme..

Maduo:shewon't.

Sherrystartedthecarandreversedoutofthe

parkingspot.

.

AtGrandmother'shouse

Preciousfinallysatdownandshesaw

Thabiso'sredeyes.Shefeltsorryforhim onlya

bitbutthatpitydissolved.



UncleK:Let'sgivehertimetodigestall

this..whenshehasdecidedonwhattodoshe

willtellus..

AuntCharity:ofcourse..

AuntFifi:ButPreciousconsideryour

children..justdonotmakeaselfishdecision,not

consideringthatyoualreadyhaveafamilyand

achildontheway.Congratulationsonthe

pregnancytoo..

Preciousnodded.

UncleBoago:Thismorningwereceiveda

letter..Iknowyouhadallbeenputtingthisoff

foryearsbutitiswhatitis...

Precioussighed.Maduo.Theancestors...this

wasmessedup.



UncleBoago:TheKgosissentaletter

requestingforMaduo'shandinmarriage,sale

babeileletlhokwa..

AuntCharitysmiledassheululated...

UncleBoago:Theyhaveaskedthefamilyfora

datesothattheycanproceedwiththe

negotiations..

Granny:DoesMaduoknow?

BothThabisoandPreciousshooktheirheads.

AuntFifi:Sheshouldhaveknownwhenshewas

sixteen,weknowthattheKgosi'sarevery

traditionalandtheirbeliefintheirancestors



cannotbeshakensoiftheyhadsaidthat

MaduoisRebabedi'sthenwecannotargue..

Precious:Iknow..buthowdoyoutellyour

daughterthatshehadlongbeenchosentobe

somebody'swifewhileshewasstillinthe

womb?

UncleK:Itishardbutsheneedstoknow...Sheis

soontobeawife..asyoungassheis..sheisthe

Kgosi'schosen.

Precioussighed.

Precious:Iknow..Iwilltellher..

Shehadnochoice..Thebadimohadmadetheir

pickanditwasherdaughter.

.

MaduoandSherryparkedbyaspotunderthe

tree.Theyseriouslyhadnowheretogoandfive

wasabitfar..



Acarstoppedbytheroadandthesmartly

dressedmanwalkedoutofthecar.

Him:isthereaproblem withthecarladies?

.

.

.

.

UNEDITED

Thankyoufortheshares,mentionsand

likes.Highlyappreciated.

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#36



AtBobonong

Acarstoppedbytheroadandthesmartly

dressedmanwalkedoutofthecar.

Him:isthereaproblem withthecarladies?

Sherrylookedatthemanandsheclearedher

throat.

Maduoopenedhermouthtotellthemanthat

actuallynothingiswrong..

Maduo:sir..

Sherrynudgedherandsheshutup.

Sherry:Nothingiswrongsir.



Maduowantedtorollhereyes.Thatwaswhat

shewasgoingtosay.

Him:Ithoughttherewasaproblem.Letmeget

goinganditisnotsafeforyoungladiessuchas

yourselvestobebytheroadside.

Sherry:Notedsir...

Him:Haveagoodday.

Themanwalkedawaytohiscarandhestarted

thecarasheresumedhissong.Comingbackto

thisplacebroughtbackmemoriesandtheday

helosthisbrotherhoodwithoneofhis

closest.Sincethentheyhaven'tbeenspeaking

toeachotherandhehasbeenmaking

moves.Bigmoves.Hewashisownmanandhe

justhadtotryandfacethepastinthisplace.

MaduolookedatSherryasthecardroveaway.



Maduo:KanaIwantedtosaythesamething.O

rataattention.

Sherry:Maduoikete..

Maduo:Youlikehim?

Sherry:Didyousmellhiscologne?Expensive..

Maduo:Haish...sowhereshouldweheadtonext?

Sherry:Isupposeweshoulddriveslowback

home..

Maduo:PlusIwanttochargemyphone..But

takemorepicturesofmebythecar.

Sherrytookherphoneasshestartedtaking

picturesofMaduowhowasdoingalotofsilly

posesinfrontofthecarandcamera.

.

AtGrandmother'shouse



TheeldersleftandThabisowantedtotalkto

Preciousalone.

Thabiso:CanItalktoyou?

GrannylookedatPreciousandshe

nodded.Grannyleftthem inthesittingroom.

Thabiso:Iam reallysorry,Iwanttoprovemyself

toyou.

Precious:Youcheatedforawholeyearandyou

gotherpregnant.Howthehellissomeone

supposedtomovepast.

Hewantedtoholdherhandsandshejust

foldedherarmssothathecannottouchher.

Precious:Ihopeyou'rehappywithMiranda..I

don'thavetheenergytodealwithyou..whenI'm

tellingMaddythenewsIwilltellyouandhow



shetookthenews.CurrentlyIam linkedtoyou

becauseofthekids.

Withthatshestoodupandshelefther.He

sighed.Shehadmadeuphermindaboutit

all.Hestoodupandwalkedoutofthehouse.He

gottohiscarandhejustplacedhisheadonthe

window.Hefuckedupsobad.Theeldershad

givenherleewaytomakeanydecisionshe

wantedbecausehemessedupprettybad.His

phonerangandhejustignoredit.IfMirandahad

justshutup,hewouldn'tbehere....andnowhis

daughterwillhavetogwtmarriedandtherewas

nothingtheycoulddoaboutit.

Hekickedthetyre.Hislifewasfuckedup

good.Hemissedthem overattheirhouse.

Hehadnoonetoblamebuthimself.

.



AtKgosi'shouse

Kgosilistenedastheunclesrelayedthatthey

deliveredthelettertotheSolomons.

Kgosi:Good,weneedtogoaheadwiththe

negotiations.

Unlce1:Andsheshouldbeintroducedtothe

ancestors,theychoseherforareason.

Kgosi:Exactlysotechnicallyshewasbornhis.

Uncle2:Rebabediisokay?kanaodingalo..

Kgosi:Heisokay.Heknowswhentosubmitto

authority.

TheunclesknewthatKgosiwhowasalsothe

villageparamountchiefalwaysgothiswayso

hewastheonlypersoninthefamilywhowas

abletogettoRebabedi.Thatonewasstubborn

asabullanditwassohardtoshakehim.



Adoorknockinterruptedtheirconversation.

Kgosi:Tsena!!(Enter)

Heenteredandtheuncleswereshocked.He

nevermentionedthathewascoming.Hehas

beengoneforsolongthatnobodyhad

botheredtoaskabouthim.

Kgosi:Isthatyou?

Uncle1:Tyler,youcamehome..

Tyler:Itwastime..Ntatemogolodumelang.

Kgosi:Dumelang...

Unlce2:Howwasitoverseas?

Tyler:Afterbeinggoneforovertenyears,itwas

refreshingbutit'stime..

Uncle1:Kgosi,can'theworksidebysideleReba?



Tylerknewitwasgoingtoheadinthatdirection

andhewasready.Hehasn'tbeenspeakingto

hiscousinandtheylostthebond..

Kgosi:YouknowReba...

Uncle2:Youcantalktohim,helistenstoyou..

Tyler:Let'snotjumpthegun,hedoesnotknow

thatI'm backyet.

Uncle2:Howaboutwehostaparty?

Tyler:whao..malome..

Uncle2laughed.Hissetswanawasaccented.

Uncle1:heistalkingasifheisnotfrom here..

Kgosi:ThecompanyisinRebabedi'shandsand

herunsnydamnempiresodamngoodsowhen

itcomestorunningitTylerwillspeakto

him..AkereTyler?

Tyler:Suregramps..



Kgosi:Waswaba..

Tylerraisedhishandslaughing.

Tyler:Sorry'ng...

Uncle2:Soaparty?Hehasbeengoneforsolong

ngwanayo..

Kgosi:Youwilltalktotheauntsandtherestof

thefamily.

Tyler:bathong!IguessIdinothaveachoice..

Uncle1:notatallmotlogolo.

Itfeltgoodtobebackhome.

.

AtGrandmother'shouse



Sherryparkedthecar.SherryandMaduogotout

ofthecar.Theysawcartrailsandthey

suspectedthattherewasameetinghere.

Theybothwalkedtothehouseandtheywent

inside.TheyfoundPreciouscooking.

Precious:Heyguys,thefoodwillbeready.Sherry

ntebeladipitsahoo..

Sherry:okay..

SherrywalkedtothekitchenasPreciouswiped

herhandsandwalkedtoMaduo.Shesighed.She

hadtotellherthis.

Precious:ThereissomethingIhavetotellyou..

Maduo:Soundsserious...butemapelemama..I

havenews..



Maduosaidassheclappedherhands.Precious

smiled.Shewaalwayssofulloflife.

Precious:okaydoshare..

Maduowenttohermessagesandshowedher

mother.Precious'smouthhungopen..

Maduo:Yesmother,nowtellmewhoisgoingto

bearichsibling?(laughing)

Precious:isthisforreal?

Maduo:mamadoIeverjokewhenitcomesto

money?Thisisrealasyourhandmama...Money.

Precious:wow..

Maduo:yep..I'm astepawayfrom beingrich...I

toldyouanddad..lookatmenow..

Precious:congratulations..

Maduo:Thankyou!Thankyou!



Preciouslaughedassheheardtheprideinher

voice.

Precious:Let'sheadtomyroom sothatwecan

talk.

Maduo:okay..

Maduofollowedhermothertotheroom and

sheclosedthedoor.Hermothersatonthebed

andpattedinthespacenexttoher.Maduosat

nexttohermother.

Precious:YoudoknowthatIloveyouright?

Maduo:y..ye..yes..

Precious:AndIalwayswantthebestforyou..

Maduo:yes..what'sgoingon?areyoudying?

Precious:(laughingsoflty)No..notanytime

soon...uhm thereisanissueIwanttodiscuss



withyouandIwantyoutokeepanopenmind

aboutit..

Maduo:okay.

Precious:Babydoyoubelieveinancestors?Like

badimoandeverythingtraditional?

Maduo:notsurewherethisisheadingbut

yeah.TheyexistjustasGodexists...

Precious:wellyounotthatoldbutIthinkyour

mindismaturedenoughtounderstandthis.

Maduo:okaymama..shoot..

Precious:Well..youknowthatinaweekyouare

turning18..Iwassupposedtotellyouthisyears

agobutIcouldn't..

Maduo:Thissoundsheavy..

Preciouschuckled.

Precious:well..youwerechosentobehis.

Maduowaslostnow..



Maduo:stopspeakinginparables..

Precious:uhm..whenIwaspregnantwith

you,theancestorshadalreadychosenyoutobe

hiswife.

Maduo:emapelemama...areyousayingthatI

haveahusbandalready?

Precioussadlynodded.

Precious:yes..uhm..thefamilyyou'remarrying

intoistraditionalhencetheirhealerwasableto

seethiswhilstwewereinthevillagekgotlafor

acelebration.

Maduo:

Precious:Iknowthatyou'reshockedandits

understandable..

Maduo:....

Precious:Baby..Itsnotourwill..Wewouldn'tgive

youawayjustlikethat..apparentlyyouwere

supposedtobeintroducedtoyourhusband



whenyouwere10..

Maduo'smouthhungopen.

Precious:mebeingme..Irefusedandmanaged

toconvinceyourdadtoconvincethem notto

letyoucrosspathswithhim..

Maduo:I..uhm..

Precious:Youdon'thavetosayanythingbut

theyhavealreadysentaletteraskingforyour

handinmarriage..

NowMaduowas

finished.Ancestors.Marriage.His.Tenyears

old...wow!Butwhowashe?

Maduo:wow...because

wow...uhm..okay..wow..Whoishe?

Precious:RebabediKgosi



Hereyesalmostpoppedoutoftheirsocketsas

sheprocessedthenews.

.
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AtGrandmother'shouse

Maduo:W..(shakingherhead)

Shecouldnotbelieveit.Shelookedather

motherhopingthatshemightsayshewas



kiddingandthatshewasnotgoingtomarry

anyone.Shesawhowhermother'seyespierced

intoherswithatingeofregretinthem.

Preciousdidnotwanttogiveheronlydaughter

awaylikethat.Shewasyoungbuttheancestors

hadspoken.Yearsago.

Maduo:mama...eserious?

Precious:unfortunatelyyes...

Maduo:wow..yoh...

Maduostoodupassheheldherheart.Sheis

gettingmarriedandshehasnosayinit.Sheis

alreadyowned.Shebelongstoanother.Thiswas

justoverwhelming.Shebroughtherhandstoher

face.Andallherplansscatteredjustlikethat.

Married?Her?Thatmeanskids?Hereyespopped



outagain.Thiswas...wow...Messy.Notplanned

for.Disrusptive.

Precious:Maduo?

Maduoturnedandlookedathermother.She

wasgettingfuckingmarriedanditmeansthat

negotiationsaregoingtotakeplaceandshe

willemarried.

Sheshookherhead.Sheneedstothinkabout

thisall.Sheneedstoprocessthis.And

Rebabedi?TheeRebabediKgosi...Thiswasbig.

Maduo:Uhm..wow..I(breathingin)Ineedto

processthisbecausewow...lempeilehatshe..

PreciousnoddedasshelookedatMaduo's

disbelievingface.

Maduo:okay..uhm..ok..

Maduolefttheroom.Thiswasherfutureand

somedeadpeoplehaddecidedfateforher.She



wasbornalreadyhis..

Shewenttothebedroom whereSherrywason

thebedwaitingforfewminutesbeforeshewas

goingtodishup.

SherryfrownedasshetookinMaddy's

features.Thesmileandherbubblypersonality

werenolongerinsight.

Sherry:osharpo?

Maduo:....

SherryshutupasMaduosatonthebed.Maduo

bitherlowerlip.Itstartedtosinkinthatshewas

gettingmarried.Justlikethat.Assimpleasthat.

Shebreathedinassheplacedherheadinher

hands.Thiswasnotwhereshewasseeingher

futureheading.Andtothemanwhom she

lookedupto.Wellhisbusinessethics...She



won'tliethatheisalookerbut....thiswasnotit.

Meanwhileinherbedroom Preciousdialed

Thabiso'snumber.Heansweredimmediately.

Thabiso:Hello..

Precious:Ijusttoldher...

Thabiso:Howdidshetakethenews?

Preciousshookherhead.

Precious:Shewashonestlyshocked.Shejust

saidsheneededtothinkaboitit..

Thabiso:Thatsoundshoepeful...

Precious:Itdoes...Ihatedoingthistoher..

Thabiso:Wedon'thaveachoice...ourhandsare

tied.

Precious:(sighing)thisisreallystressful..Bye.

Thabiso:PreciousIstillloveyou..



Precious:Bye..

Shehungupandthrewherphoneonthe

bed.Herphonerangagainandshegroaned.

Precious:ontekatumelo(heistestingmy

patience)

Shegrabbedthephoneandtohersurpriseit

wasLaone.

Precious:Sis..

Laone:Hey..WellIhavenews..(gigglingexcitedly)

Precious:Yousoundexcited..

Laone:Iam..keore...Iam sohappy.

Precious:Bua...

Laone:rememberthatdateItoldyouaboutlast

month?wellitturnedtosomethingmoreandwe

aredating..

Precious:Congrats...sis..youdeservetobe

happy.



Laone:Ha..Thisoneisgoingtomarryme.

Precious:Don'trushtheprocess..

Laone:No..thistimeIam notbutheisthe

one..hetreatsmeright..Presh..Heiseverything..

Precious:Andheshouldn'thurtyou..

Laone:Thisonewon't..Terrywanthata(Terry

lovesme)

Preciousfrownedabit.Terry.Thatnameranga

bell.Sheforgotwhereshehearditfrom butshe

knewthename.

Precious:WelltellTerrythatifhehurtsyouthe

wholefamilyiscomingforhim.

"Lala..."avoiceinthebackgroundsaidand

Laonesmiledandsheconcentratedonthe

phone.

Laone:Ihavetogosis..willcalllater.Greet

everyoneforme.



Precious:okay.

Shehungup.

.

AtMiranda'sHouse

Mirandasatonthecouchasshebother

nails.Heleftherandheonlytalkstoherwhenit

concernsthechild.Saronagaveuponherand

shewasalone.ShewasevenluckythatThabiso

isstillpayingfortherentandfood.

Shetookherphoneandscrolledthrough

Facebook.Shewasreallyoneofthelucky

ones,hiswifedidn'tdraghernamethrough

socialmediaandbythistimeifshedid,she

wouldhavenotbeenabletoshowface

anywhere.



ShedialedThabiso'snumber.Thistimehe

answered.

Theconversationswerecoldandnowshe

realisedthathadshekeptquiet,shewouldbe

gettingthosewamrhugsinsecretandnotlack

anythingbutshehadtowantwhatwasnothers.

Thabiso:WhatdoyouwantMiranda?

Miranda:Uhm..wasjustcravingchickenwings

andyoghurt,ifyoucanmanagecanyoubuy

them forme?

Thabiso:(sighing)sure..

Miranda:Tanki..

Hehungupandshelookeduptryingnotto

cry.Shedidthistoherself.Shedeservedthecold

shoulder.

.

AtKgosiInvestments,Francistown



Rebabediwentthroughhisfiles.Sashawas

homeandhehadtoworkthroughthenight.

Hisphonerangamdheansweredwithouteven

checkingthecallerid.

Reba:Kgosispeaking..

Caller:Reba...

Hefrozeashispendroppedontopoftheopen

file.

Caller:Rebabedi..

Thiswasnothappening.Heshookhisheadas

heregainedhiscompusure.

Reba:Whoam Ispeakingto?

Caller:Rebabedididyouforget?

Reba:Goodbye..

Hehungupandbreathedin.Thepasthasto



stayinthepastandthatisthat.Heleftthepast

behindandhewouldratherforgettheseriesof

eventsthaghadsomehowshapedhiswhole

life.Butpeopledidnotknpwthat.

Theyarenotsupposedtoknowthatandhe

wasn'tintendingonreconcilinghispastand

presentanytimesoon.Hisphonerangagainand

itwasamessagefrom hisgrandfather.He

clickedthemessageandhefrownedashe

lookedatthepicturehesent.

Atfirstitdidn'tclickwhythepicturewassent

thenheremembered.Hesighedandputhis

phoneaway.Thiswholeancestorsvoodoo

wantedtofuckuphiswholelifewithadamn

teenager.Adamnteenagerandtheysaythe

ancestorschoseherforhim.Thatwastotal

utterrbullshit,reasonwhyhedidn'tbelieveinthe



nosensethewholefamilybelievedin.Atthe

momenthehadnochoicebecauseeitherway

whathisgrandfatherwanys,hegets.That

manipulativeoldman.

Herubbedhischinthoughfullybeforehepicked

hisphoneagainandlookedatthepicture.He

putitdown.Hewaseventhinkingaboutitallby

lookingatthepicture.

.

AtGrandmother'shouse

Maduolookedatherreflectioninthemirror.She

wasgoingtobeawife.Achosenonefrom her

birth.Fatefuckedherupgood.Shewantedtobe

richandestablishherselfbeforecommittingto

loveandrelationships.Lookatwhat'shappening



betweenherparents.Shesighedandsplashed

herfacewithcoldwater.

Shethoughtaboutitallandshewasleftwithno

choice..RebabediKgosiitwas.

Shewalkedoutofthebathroom andheadedto

hermother'sbedroom.

Precious;ooh..

Shesatdownnexttohermotherandlookedat

her.Shedidn'twanttohavetodependonaman

andshewon't.Shealreadyhadherown

investments.

Maduo:(sighing)Bythelookofthings,Ihaveno

choice.Badimobabuile(theancestorshave

spoken)

Precious:IwishtherewassomethingIcoulddo..

Maduo:Asweyoungpeoplealwayssay..itis

whatitisandifit'sdestinyhowcanIrunaway



from it?

Precious:andyouaresowiseforateenager.

Maduoletoutafadesmile.

Maduo:Lifemom..I...so..Iwillbeawife.

Preciousjustheldhercheek.

Maduo:Badimobadubilemotshelotlhebanna..

Preciouslaughedsoflty..

Precious:andyouhadtoputitthatway..

Maduo:WhatcanIsay..Guesswillhavetotake

thisnewrevelationinandgetusedtoitfast

becauseit'sgoingtoberealityverysoon.

Precious:Sorrymybaby.

Maduo:It'sokaymama...Iam stillgoingtobea

richsibling..Marriageornomarriage.Noman

willbulldozemylifelikethat.

Precious:(laughing)OkayMaddy..



Maduo:serious..mom Ihavetochasethebag

andrunWallstreet.

Precious:IhearyouMadam..

Maduo:okaymom..Justhadtotellyouthat..

Maduostoodupandwalkedtothedoor.She

paused.

Maduo:(thoughtfullylookingathermother)And

dowhatmakesyouhappymama,regardlessof

whathappenedbetweenyouanddad.

WiththatshewalkedoutasPreciouslookedat

hershocked.

.

AtMiranda'splace

Mirandaheardtheenginequietendownandshe



focusedonthemovieshewaswatchingShe

hadwrappedherselfinablanket.

Heknockedonthedoorandshegotuptogo

openthedoorforhim.

Thabisowalkedinholdingplasticsforher.

Thabiso:ThatisallandIboughextrastuff.

MirandawalkedbacktothecouchandThabiso

closedthedoorbehindhim.Hewenttothe

kitchenandheplacedtheplasticsonthe

counter.

Miranda:Thankyou..

Thabiso:Sure..youdon'twantanythingextra?

Miranda:I'm fine..thankyou..

TheybothwentquietandThabisolookedatthe

tvscreenandthemovieshewaswatching

clickedinhishead.



Thabiso:Acrimony?

Miranda:mhmm...totaIdon'twantanybodyto

arguewithme,Robertwasright..Melindawas

tooobsessedwithhim...regardlessofwhat

anybodysaid.

Thabisosatonthecouchnexttoher.

Thabiso:AllIam goingtosayisifithadnot

rainedthatday,theywouldhavenotmet..

Mirandalaughedandhithisarm.

Miranda:mxm..

Thabiso:(chuckling)whaat?nnete..

Mirandasmiledastheireyeslocked..She

lookeddownandThabisoclearedhis

throat.Theybothlookedatthetv

screen.MinutespassedandMirandaturnedto

lookathim.Thabisofelthereyeaonhim andhe

lickedhislips.Withoutthinkingtoomuchabout

itheturnedandkissedher.Mirandawas



shockedbutshegaveintothekiss.

Shebrokeit..

Miranda:we..shouldn'tbedoingthis..Iruined

yourmarriage..

Thabiso:justfortonight..

HesaidashekissedheragainandMiranda

wrappedherhandsaroundhisneck..

MeanwhileinThabiso'scarhisphone

rang.Preciousstoppedcalling.Hemustbe

asleep.Shewillcallinthemorning.Sheturnedto

theleftassheclosedhereyes.

.

.
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AttheKgosihousehold,Bobonong

Thecaterersalongwiththedecorteam helped

setupthetables.

Tylerlookedatthesetupanditwasgood.They

wantedtocelebratehisreturnsoheletthem do

so.

Sothewholefamilywascomingandafew

specialguests.Theywentalloutforisarrival.

Rebabedisteppedoutofthehouseandhesaw



thenicegardensetup.

Tylersawhim,hereallywantedtospeakto

Rebabedibuthehadbeenignoringhim since

hisarrivalyesterday.Sashawasasleepbythe

timetheyhadarrivedsoshehadn'tseenhim

yet.Shehadgrowntobesuchabeautifulyoung

lady...

TylerwalkedtoRebaasheshovedhishandsin

hispockets.

Tyler:Reba..

Reba:Thatstuntyoupulledlastweek...

Tyler:KerengneMr(whatshouldIdoMr?)You

suddenlycutallcommunication.

Reba:Forareason.

TylerlookedatRebaandthecoldexteriorhe

wasputtingondisplay.Hesighed.Therewasno



wayhecangettohim.

Tyler:Iam tryinghere.

Reba:nooneaskedyouto.Excuseme.

Andlikethathewalkedinsidethehouseand

Tylerstoodthere.Hestillhopedthathewas

humanbeneathallofthat.Talkingtohim was

justdraining.

.

AtGrandmother'shouse

Maduostaredatherreflectioninthemirror.She

wasturning18tomorrowandtodaytheywere

invitedtotheparty.

Sherry:Youlookgood.

Maduo:Thankyou..



Preciousknockedonthedoorbeforeletting

herselfin.

Precious:Areyouguysdone?Wehavetogo..

Maduocheckedthetime..

Maduo:mamanakokebo11...

Precious:Iknow..justwantedustobeearly..

Sherry:ButwearedonerightMaddy?

Maduo:yeahyeah...

Shewasafireballofnervesrightatthe

moment.ApartyattheKgosis.Afamilysheis

soongoingtobemarriedinto.Amanthe

ancestorschoseforherisgoingtobethereand

shedidn'twanttoembarassherselfthere.

Precious:Doanytouchups..butinfivewe're

leaving..

Sherry:agreed.

Preciouslefttheroom andSherrylookedatthe



nervousMaduo.

Sherry:whyareyounervous?

Maduo:Thisisbiggg...

Sherry:Kanayounevertoldmeaboutlast

week,whatwasup?

Maduo:I..I'lltellyousometimebecausewow...

Herphonerangandsherolledhereyes.

Maduo:Whaat?

Bogosi:Noneedtosoundrude..

Maduo:Youcaughtmeatabadtime..

Bogosi:Wellyoulookedgorgeous..Ijustsaw

yourstatusupdate..

Maduo:mmhm..kegonegotlhe?

Shehungup.Shedidn'thavetimeforBogosi's

flirting...



MeanwhilePreciousansweredherphone.

Thabiso:Wearestillmeetingatthepartyakere?

Precious:yeah..

Thabiso:okaysharp.

Hehungupandstrangelythistimehedidn't

begforher.Preciousnoticed.Thecallwas

quick.Shegrabbedherstuffandwalkedoutof

theroom.

Precious:Bathoareyeng...(peoplelet'sgo)

Maduo:Eemma

Shewalkedtothecarandunlockeditbefore

shegotinside.Shestartedthecarandwaited

forthepeopletocome.

Grannygotinsidefirstinthefrontseatbefore

thegirlsgotinsideattheback.

Maduo:Wearehere..



Sherry:Letmegoopenthegate..

Shegotoutofthecarandwenttoopenthe

gatebeforeshecameback.

Precious:Nowwecango..

Shedroveoutasthegirlstartedsnapping

picturesofthemselvesinthecarandsheshook

herheadlaughingabit.

Granny:Theylikepictures..

Precious:thatama..

.

AttheKgosihousehold

Sashawalkedoutofherroom andherheart

stoppedwhenshecamefacetofacewith

Tyler.Shejusthuggedhim andheldhim tight.He

broughthisstrongarmsaroundherand



breathedintoherneck.

Tyler:Iwasmissed...

Sasha:Andyoucutoffallcommunicationkana

Tyler.

Tyler:I'm here..

Hespunheraroundasshelaughedandhe

placedherdownonherfeet.

Shelethim goandlookedathim beforeshehit

hischest.

Sasha:andyougotbuffer..

Tyler:Mxm...Howhaveyoubeen?

Sasha:LifekelegwinyaTy..Alothashappened..

Tyler:SoIhaveheardaround..we'lltalk...

Sasha:Suregrootman.

Tyler:wantlwaelaakereSasha..

Sasharolledhereyes.



Sasha:YousoundsolikeReba..stop..

Tyler:(sighing)andyourbrotherisstillstubborn.

Sashashrugged.Rebawashisownman.

Sasha:Weareusedtoit...youhavebeengone

forsolongnowdealwithit..

Tyler:Ha.a..Idon'tknowhowtogetthroughto

him..

Sasha:Youtwowereclose..youcanworkonthe

bond..

Tyler:Youfigure?

Sasha:Mhmm..heisstubbornandeveruthing

Kgosibutyoutwowerelike

brothers..unfortunatelycircumstances

happened.

Tyler:Lookatyou,sowise..

Sasha:Kaereyeteng..

Tylerjustheldherchin.



Tyler:Themanwhoisgoingtomarryyouis

goingtobelucky..

Sheheldhishandandlookedintohiseyesas

sheswallowedabit.

Themomentwasinterruptedwhentheyheard

footstepsandTylerquicklyletgoofherand

shovedhishandsinhispockets.Sasha

breathedinandsheputonafakesmile..

Sasha:SowasAmerica?

Tyler:(clearinghisthroat)Americawasfine..A

lotkeptmebusy..

Theoldwomanpassedwithabouquetof

flowersandshegavethetwoanoddlook.They

bothignoreditandwatchedhertillshewasout

ofthehouse.

Tyler:We'lltalklaterokay?

Shenoddedandhekissedherforeheadand



walkedaway.Unbeknownsttothebothof

them,Katsowaswatchingandhewasconfused

ashellbutheshruggeditoffandwalkedinto

hisroom.

Rebabedifinishedgettingready.Theycameto

welcomehomethelonglostfamilymember.He

didn'twanttobeherebuthishandwasforced

andhisgrandfathersaidhehadtosee'his

wife'bloodyancestorsandtryingtodictatehis

life.Hewalkedoutoftheroom andheadedto

thegardenwherehefoundatabletositat.They

hadalargefamilyandthecompanyhewas

runningwastheonefeedingeveryoneand

givingthem acomfortablelife.

Maduo'sheartpounded.Theyparkedthecar

andgotout.Shespottedherfather'scar.She

heldherphoneinherhandandlookedather



mother.

Maduo:Letmegotalktodad..

Granny:okay..youguyswillfindusinside.

Sherry:Mhmm.

Shewalkedawayandheadedtohiscar.She

knockedonhiswindowandheopenedit.

Thabisosmiled.

Thabiso:Legorogile?

Maduo:Yes..

Thabiso:getinside..

Maduogaveherfatheraweirdlookbeforeshe

decidedtogetinside.

Maduo:Firstofall,sorryfornotcalling..and

papa,theinvestmentpaidoffandIhavearound

P35kinmyaccount.

Thabiso:That'sgreatnews..youknowyoudon't

havetopaymeback..Iwaskidding.



Maduo:ButIwillpayback..Iam agood

businesswoman..

Thabiso:(laughing)Wenabusinesswoman..

Maduo:Yesdad..

Thabisoheldherhand.

Thabiso:Wellbabygirl,Iam sorry..

Maduo:Forwhat?

Thabiso:Isupposeyourmom toldyouthatyou

aregettingmarried..

Maduo:IknowandIhavetoacceptit.Lifehasto

move..

Thabiso:AndIsupposeyoucanunderstand

whatIam abouttosay..

Maduo:okay(confused)

Thabsio:(sighing)WellIam thecauseofour

brokenfamilymyangel..It'sallmyfaultand



whateverthathappensdon'tblameyourmom..I

wastheonewhowrongedher..

Maduo:Wrongedherasin..(lookingathim)

Henodded.

Maduo'sheartsankabitbutshewasabiggirl

now.Shehadnotimeforchildishness.

Maduo:Uhm...Ihadsuspectedthat..but..mom

neverconfirmeditforme..but..

Thabiso:It'sokay..youdon'thavetoforgiveme..I

brokeourfamilyangelandforthatIam sorry..

Maduo:Iam hurt..but..Idon'tknowwhatledto

that...

Thabiso:Ijustwantedtotellyouthat..Iam really

sorryangel..forthehurtIcausedyouandyour

mother..Iam sorry..

Maduo:Ihearyoudad...(sadlylookingat

him)butregardlessofitallyou'restillgoingto

bethereformeandmylittlebrotherorsister?



Thabiso'sheartcrackedasheheardhersad

voice.

Thabiso:Yesangel..Always..

Maduo:Ineededtohearthat.

Shehuggedhim assheheldbacktears.

Maduo:Iloveyoudad..

Thabiso:Iloveyouprincess..

Theyhuggedforsometimebeforetheybroke

it..

Thabiso:Don'tbesad..smilefordaddyprincess..

Maddysmiledasshelookedathim.

Thabiso:Youlookbeautiful..

Maduo:Thankyoupapa..shouldwe?

Thabiso:(chuckling)weshall..

Theubothsteppedoutofthecarandthey

enteredtheyard.Maduowasholdingher

father'shandwithasmilethathidallher



emotions.

Maduo:Thisplaceisbeautiful..

Thabiso:itreallyis..

Theykeptonwalkingandthehelpspotted

them.Shelocatedthem tothegarden.Thisplace

wasabsolutelybreathtaking.Shesawthewater

fountainandswimmingpool..Thiswaswow..

Theysawthetablehermotherandtheothers

wereat.

Theywalkedtothem.

Maduo:AndIcamewithaguest.

ThabisochuckledasMaduoservedthem with

hersunnysmile.

Precious:Sitdownthle..

Shesatinbetweenhermotherandfather.

Sherry:Maddy?

Maduo:ya..(turning)



Herjawalmostdropped..Wasn'tthatMrLadies

areyouokay?

ShelookedatSherrywholookedlikeshewas

gonnafangirloverhim.

Grannylookedatthegirlsandshookher

head.PreciouslookedatSherryandshegot

readyforthedrama.Hotguysalwayshave

dramaanditwasnotfunny.

Thabisolookedatalltheladiesamused.Heheld

inhislaughter.

Maduo:from maloba..wow..smallworld.

Sherry:Asmallandcomfortableworld.

Maduo:letmeshutup.

Shepickedtheglassanddrankherwater

lookingatSherrywhowaslookingatthepoor

guy..

Rebabediwasalreadybored.Hewasnotthe



onefordistancing.Hismothercametohim.

MmaKgosi:theleastyoucandoisgreetthe

family..ImeantheSolomons.

Reba:

MmaKgosi:youaremarryingtheirdaughterso

showsomerespecttoyourinlaws.

Rebabedistoodupandhismothershowedhim

thetabletheyweresittedat.Hewalkedinthat

direction.

Maduowasonherphoneandshewasdrinking

herwaterslowly.Thechatteringattheortable

stopped.

Reba:Dumelang..

Herheartfrozeasshesawtheniceshoesand

shelookedup.Quicklylikethatshespitthe

waterthatwasinhermouthandloand

behold..shespititonRebabedi'scleanand

mostdefinitelyexpensiveclothes.



EveryonesawthatandRebabedihadtohidehis

irritation.

Reba:Pleasuretomeetallofyou.

SherrylookedatMaddyshockedandMaduo

feltlikebeingburiedrightnow.Theshameand

embarrassmentthatwasuponher.

.
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AttheKgosihousehold

Maduolookedathim asembarrassmentwas

evidentinhereyes.

Reba:Excuseme..Nicetomeetyouallonce

again.

HewalkedawayandMaduolookeddownasall

eyeswereonher.Sherrylightlytappedherhand.

Sherry:GoapologizeMaddy..

Precious:Ididn'tseethatcoming..

Maduo:haimamaobatlagontshega?(mom you

wanttomakefunofme?)

Preciousshruggedassheheldinherlaughter.

GrannyjustlaughedatMaduoandthatdidn't

makeitanybetter.



Thabiso:Goapologize,otsenemontlong..(he

justgotinsidethehouse)

Maduostoodupandshelookedaround.People

werenowmindingtheirownbusinessad

chatting.Shebreathedinandshewalkedtothe

helper.

Maduo:Iam lookingforMrKgosi,Ihavebeen

senttodosomething..

Helper:Heisinsidethehouse..goalongthe

passageandcheckthethirdbedroom onthe

left.

Shenoddedasshememorizedwhatwassaid

bythehelper.

Shegotinsidethehouseandshefoundthe

thirdbedroom ontheleft.

Shewasnervousandembarassed.She

just...Gosh.Shewasembarassed.Without

thinkingshejustopenedthedoorandnowshe

wasashenwithembarrassment.Shesawthe



hugeassdragontattooonhisbackandshe

realizedthathehadcometochange.

Rebabediturnedandhesawher.Maduo'seyes

couldn'tgetanywider,shesawhismusclesand

tonedphysique..Allmuscularandbuff..Shewas

leftutterlyspeechlessandherjuststaringat

Rebalikethatirkedhim.

Thechildhewassupposedtomarry.Theone

supposedlychosenbytheancestors.

Maduoblinkedagainandconfusionfellonher

features.Shethenrememberedwhythehell

shewashere.

Maduo:I..uhm...Icametoapologizeforthe

incidentthatjusttookplace.

ShesaidwithashakyvoiceasRebawalkedto

thewardrobetotakeoutanothercleanshirt.

Andhewasnotembarrassedbyhis

masculinity,anygentlemanwouldhaveshooed

heroutoftheroom becauseheisnotdressed



buthejustletherseethatandshewasjust

stupefied.

Maduo:Uhm..Reba..(frowning)

Itsoundedsoforeigncomingoutofhermouth.

Reba:Rebakemangnnana?

Hesaidmockinglyandshelookeddown

embrassed.

Reba:Iheardyouthefirsttime...

Maduo:MaduoMrKgosi..

Rebachuckledandhesawthathewasmaking

thepoorkidsweat.Hewillhavetolivewithher.

Hebuttonedhisshirtandshewasjuststanding

there.Hewalkedtowhereshewasstanding

andliftedherheadupwithhishands.

Reba:(chuckling)It'sokay..Youcango.

Maduolookedintohiseyesfortenseconds

beforesheregisteredwhathehadsaidandthat



hishandswereonherchin.Shethenbrokethe

eyecontactandquicklygotoutoftheroom.

Shebreathedassoonasshewasinthegarden.

Shetriedtoactnormalbutallshehadseenwas

deeplyetchedinherbrain.

Sheputonafakesmileandwalkednormallyto

whereherfamilywas.

Precious:Areyouokay?

Maduo:Yeah..Iapologizedandit'scool..

Sherry:Good..butyouhavetoadmityour

reactionwasgolden..

Maduo:ngng..

TheylaughedatMaduoandsheendedup

laughingwiththem whentheytalkedaboutthe

embarrassingevent.

Theyquieteneddownwhentheownerofthe

partytooktocentrestage.



Tyler:Welcometoeveryonewhomadeit

here..It'sfamilyandfriendsandthank

you..(laughing)Uhm..theysaidit'smywelcome

backpartysoenjoy.Foodand

drinks..Socialize..gakenagobuamo

gontsi..justenjoy..

Thepeoplelaughedathiscarefreeattitudeand

Sherry'sheartmeltedabit.Hewashot.Maybe

hewillrememberherfrom theotherday.

Heleftthestageandhestartedtosocialize

withthefamily.Sherrywaslookingatandwell

allthemembersofthislargefamilyhadthat

thingandmaybesheshouldsocializewitha

fewofthem.Ortheymightthinkshewants

theirmoney.

MaduodrankherjuiceandshesawRebabedi.

Hewasnotreallypayingattentiontoeverything

happening.Herheartskippedasshepondered



whethertotakealeapoffaithornot.

Heroverambitiousbrainsaidyesbuther

cowardlyheartwarnedheragainstitall.

Shestoodup.

Maduo:Letmesocialize..

PreciousgaveheralookandThabisojust

staredather.

Granny:Tsamayawena..forgetyourparents..Tla

bobasenawenamolenyalong..(go..forgetyour

parents..theywon'tbewithyouinyourmarriage)

SherrylookedatGrannythenMaduo..Marriage?

Maduowasgettingmarried?When?Shewas

surprisedtobehonest.

Maduo:...

Shelookedatthem allandturned.Shestarted

walkingandshebreathedin.Whatifheturns

herdown..notthatshewasgoingtomake

advancesathim butmaybestrikea



conversation.Aboutwhat?Shedidn'tknowbut

itwasworthashot.

Rebasawhercomingandhesighed.Sashaand

Katsostaredwithcuriosity.Maduosatonthe

chairoppositeRebabedi'sandhelookedather

withcuriosity.Shewasgoingtobotherhim a

wholelot,hecouldjustsenseitandhedidn'tlike

tobebothered.

Maduo:kgm well..ok..IhavenoideawhyIam

here(laughednervously)

Reba:mhmm..

Maduo:Urg...well..firstimpressionscountandI

thoughtIwasgoingtobecalm andcollected

whenIsawyou..

Reba:Don'ttellmeyou'reoneofthethousands

ofwomenwhoarefangirlingme..

Maduo:(tuckingherhairbehindherear)No..not



atall.Iwasjustassurprisedaboutthispeculiar

engagement..WellgenerallyIdolookuptoyou

intermsofbusiness.

Reba:Business?

Maduo:Yes..

Sheunlockedherphoneandclickedonher

forexapp..

Maduo:Well..Iam allaboutthemoneyandyou

makethemoneyandwhodoesn'twanttomake

money?

Reba:Youdorealiseyousaidmoneythreetimes

inonesentence?

Maduo:Uhm..yeah..

Shefeltlikeshewasbeingassessed.

Reba:Whataboutbusiness?

Maduo:particularlythefinancialaspectof

it..Thestockmarketsandinvestments...



Reba:Okay..

Sheunlockedherphone..

Maduo:Well..

Shepulledherchaircloserandshowedhim her

app.

Maduo:Istartedthataboutamonthago.I

haven'thadanyformaltrainingjustreadingthe

booksanddoingtrials.

Rebalookedatthefigures.

Reba:TrytheAmericanmarket...today..Lookat

thegraphandtheprofitsyoumightmaketoday

mightshockyou..Howmuchdoyouhavein

youraccount?

Maduo:IhaveP30000..

Reba:Uhm...savesomeofthemoneyandusse

theremainingbalancetotrade.TheAmerican

Stockmarket,theEuropeanoneandtrytrading

usingtheAustraliantimetoo..Profitswon't



comefrom oneareaonly.

Hescrolleddown.

Reba:You'retradingusingtheLondon

one..Europeanmarket..bediverse..ifitcrashes

oneday,you'remoneywillbegone..

Maduonoddedasshebroughtherfingertothe

topofhernoseandrememberedthatshedidn't

comewithherglassestoday.

Sheinhaledthestrongscentofhiscologneand

itwasmasculine.

Maduo:So..sofarsogood?

Reba:Goodstart..especiallyforan18yearold.

Herheartsankabitwhenhementionedherage.

Reba:Sowithtimeyouwillbemakingitbig..

Maduo:Thankyou..

Reba:Andpleaseusethemoneywisely...the

moneycanjustdisappearlikethat.



Shenodded.Heliftedhisheadandtookher

phone.Heexitedtheappandpunchedinhis

number.

Hegaveitbacktoher.

Reba:Wheneveryougetstuck..mynumberisin

there.

Maduo:(surprised)Uhm..thankyouso

much..(laughedsoftly)WhatshouldIcall

you?GankagobitsaRebaennaeketekago

tlwaela..

Hesmiledanddammit.Dammit.Sheswallowed

andtriednottoshowthathissmilehad

affectedhersomehow.

Reba:ee..tlaboontlwaelathataMaduogaoka

mpitsaReba..

Andhesaidhername..

Reba:I'llsee..excuseme.

Hestoodupandhewenttothemaintable



whichhadfoodandhegrabbedaglasswhich

shewassureithadchampagne.

Sheshookherheadtogetoutofthedaze.She

lookedatherphoneandshesawthathehad

savedhisnumberasKgosi.Shejustshookher

headandlaughedabit.Shestoodupand

headedtothetablewhereshefoundher

parentstalking.Shedidn'tevensitdown,she

headedtothwotherdirection.

MeanwhileSherrywastalkingtoTyler.

Sherry:Hi..

Tyler:hi..oh..Isawyousomewhere.

Sherry:Theladiesiseverythingokay?

Tyler:..Iactuallythoughttherewasaproblem

kana..I'm Tyler.

Sherry:Sherry...

Tyler:Sherryasinalcohol?



Sherry:Yep..

Tyler:unique..

TylerturnedandhesawSashawhowastalking

tosomeone.

Tyler:Uhm..Ihavetogo..we'lltalk.

Sherry:okay..

Tylerplacedhiswineglassdownandheheaded

inherdirection.Thatwasoneofthereasonshe

didn'twanttocomeback.Hesmoothly

interruptedtheconversation.

Tyler:Sorrytointerrupt..Ihavetowhiskheraway

from you.

Him:Okay..Uhm..Sashaitwasnicemeetingyou.

Sasha:Likewise..

ThemanwalkedawayandSashalookedat

Tylerbeforesheburstoutlaughingandhithis



chest.

Sasha:Jealousy..youshouldseeyourselfTy.

Tyler:I'm notjealous..

Sasha:Youare..butheistheonewhostarteda

conversation..Alothashappened.

Tylerlookedaroundandpeoplewerebusy

socializingandall.

Tyler:Come..

Sasha:rakae?(wherearewegoing?)

Tyler:come...

Sasha:okay..

Hewalkedawayfirstandshewenttothetable

whereshesatonthechairandpretendedtobe

onherphone.Shewaitedforafewminutes

beforesheheadedinthesamedirectionhewas



heading.

Sashafoundhim.Heheldherhandandwell

theygotinsidehisbedroom.

Tyler:Nowwecantalk..

Sasha:Ty..

Tyler:Sasha..

Sasha:Fine..

Hesatonthebedandshesatnexttohim.

Sasha:WellIknowthereasonwhyyouleft..

Tyler:everyoneknowsthemainreason..ButI

wasalsotryingtoavoidthis.

Sasha:It'sbeenyearsTy..

Tyler:Yearsbutthefeelingshaven'tdissolved

Sasha..TrustmeItried.

Sasha:whoam Ikidding..OfcourseIcan'tforget

youbut..



Tyler:Thenwhyshouldwebefightingthis

Sasha?

Heheldhercheekgentlywithhiscalloused

handsandsheleanedintohistoich..

Sasha:Itfeelswrongand..

Tylerrubbedhercheekgently..

Tyler:Sash..you'rekillingmehere..

Sasha:Tyleralothashappened.Iam notthe

samelittlegirlyouleftyearsagoandyoufelt

badforhavingfeelingsfor.Alothashappened..

Tyler:Thentalktome..

Sashabreathedin.

Sasha:Justafewmonthsago,Iwasraped...

Shepausedandlookedathim.Shecouldsee

thegerflashinginhiseyes.

Sasha:Tyler..

Tyler:whowashe?



Sheshookherhead.

Sasha:Heisjailand(breathingin)hewashelped

bysomeonewhom Iregardedasafriend.

Tyler:Iam sosorryithappened..

Sasha:(laughedsofltywhileholdingback

tears)AndIcangetbackmyvirginity..Stolen

justlikethat..

Tyler:Comehere..

Shejustmovedclosertohim andheheldherin

hishands.

Tyler:I'm sorrythatithappened..

Sasha:thatdestroyedmesobadandIcan'tface

peopleevenifItalktothem,Ifeelliketheythink

I'm awhoreandIdeservesit.

Tyler:don'tsaythat..

Sasha:ThatishowIfeel..ButI'm intherapynow..

Tyler:You'llbeokay..



Sasha:andinmyheadI'm likewhoisgonnalove

damagedgoods?Ididn'twanttoberaped..I..

Tyler:Shh..it'sokaySasha..tlhemmaoskalela..

.
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TylershushedSashaandwhenshewasfinally

calm,sheliftedherheadup.

Sasha:uhm..thankyou..Ishouldn'tevenbe

crying.

Tyler:It'sokaySasha..

Shelookedintohiseyesandhejustheldher

chin.Hebroughthislipstohersandtheyslowly

kissed.

Sashawrappedherhandsaroundhisneckand

theydeepenedthekiss.

Sashabrokethekissandstoodup.

Sasha:Tylerweshouldn'tevenbedoingthis.We

arerelated..Gosh.

Sashasaidasshepacedhisroom andTyler

lookedatheralittleembarrassed.

Herubbedhisjawabitandlookedather.



Sasha:Imean..wearecousinsand...(bitingher

lowerlip)andntatemogoloisyourdad'suncle

andbasicallywearefamily..keoreTy..

Tyler:Ihearyoubut...Sashawhatam Isupposed

todowiththesefeelings?

Sashasatdownnexttohim.

Sasha:Idon'tknow..I...Imean..Iwasjustliterally

akidwhenyouleft..

Tyler:andIhatemyselfforfeelingthatway

aboutyouwhenIshouldbeseeingyouasmy

sister.

Sasha:Iknow..Ilikedyou..butnowthatyou're

back..wemightmakethefamilyfightTy..weare

related.YouareaKgosi,I'm aKgosiandhowis

thatgoingtolooklike?Ty?

Tyler:(sighed)complicatedisn'tit?

Sasha:Very..keoreand..weshould..Idon'tknow

howbuttrytoburythesefeelings.



Tyler:IhavebeengonefortenyearsandIcan't

seem toburythem Sasha..

Sasha:gakeitseTyler(Idon'tknowTyler)Idon't

knowhowIam goingtodo...

Hestoppedher.

Tyler:Let'snotthinkmuchaboutit.

Sasha:How?Kanawe'refamily..Ineedtothink..

Shestoodupandwalkedtothedoor.

Sasha:WehaveapartytogettoTyler...

Sashasaidbeforesheopenedthedoorand

walkedout.

Tylerburiedhisheadinhishands..

SashasatnexttoKatsowhogaveheraweird

look.

Sasha:What?

Katso:Tylerokae?(whereisTyler)



Sasha:mindyourownbusinessKatso.Tylero

kaekeeng?(whatiswhereisTyler?)

Katso:Iwasjust..

Sasha:(interruptinghim)shutup.

Katsoshutupandhecontinuedeating.

Tylershowedupafteragoodthirtyminutesand

hewenttositdown.Hedidn'tknowwhattodo

atthispoint.

MeanwhileMaduosatdownononeofthe

emptyseatsandSherrywalkedtoher.

Sherry:areyougettingmarried?

Maddylookedatherandshenodded.Itwas

boundtobeintheopensoshemightaswell

tellher.

Sherrysatdownassheprocessedthenews.

Maduogettingmarried.



Sherry:asinmagadiatswa?(asinlobolabeing

paid?)

Maduo:Eemma.Iam gettingmarried.Surprise.

Sherry:whenwasthisformalizedandaren'tyou

abityoungformarriage?

Maduo:apparentlyithaslongbeenagreedupon.

Iam justherewaitingforthedatethenboom.

Sherry:Wait..how?

Maduo:Itiswhatitis..Iam gettingmarriedas

youngandtinyasIam..kanyalwangwanawa

kogae.

Sherry:Thisisbig.

Maduo:Itis.Whateverweddingthatisgoingto

bechosenisstillfinebyme.

Maduo'sphonerangandshesawthecallerid.

Maduo:excuseme.



Shestoodupandshewalkedawayleaving

Sherryshocked.Maduowascookaboutthis

andshewasn'tshoutingaboutherparentsnot

lovingherandthingslikethat.

Maduowalkedtowardsthepoolawayfrom the

people.

Maduo:Hello

Rethabile:hello,isitnoisywhereyouare?

Maduo:yep..partyngwaneso.

Rethabile:Theoutfit..

Maduo:yeboyes..Wankitseakere?

Rethabile:mxm..Goddidnotdousafavour..you

arebeautifulandyouaregoingtoflauntit.

Maduo:WhyshouldIbeinsecureaboutmy

looksgonemme?

Shesquintedhereyesasshesawafigure



approaching.Darnher.Sheforgottheglasses.

Rethabile:Yousaidyouhavenewsforme.

Maduokeptonawalkingaroundthepool.

Maduo:well..Imightaswelltellyoufirst..

Rethabile:Iam listening.

Maduo:Iam gettingmarriedmntase..

Rethabilewentsilentasshetriedtoputtwoand

twotogetherbutshestillfailestogetfour.

Rethabile:wait..tellmeyou'rekiddding.

Maduo:nope..Iwouldneverjokeaboutserious

thingslikemoneyandmarriage.

Rethabile:youdidn'tsayyouwereseeing

someone.

Maduo:Ialsodidn'tknowIhadsomeone..



Rethabile:arranged?Isn'tthatsolastcentury?

Maduo:hairelaolwakebathobagoswa

dingwagatsedifitileng(wearebeingcontrolled

bypeoplewhohavediedeonsago)

Rethabile:Badimo?

Maduo:yep..

Rethabile:sotraditionalman...sojustlikethat

youaregettingmarried?Familywoman?

Maduo:waswabaThabi..Whoisfamilywoman?

Rethabile:you..marriagemeanskids..

Maduo:Iknow..haish..Butanywaywestillchase

themoneybag.

Rethabile:madi!!!

Maduo:hello..moneystillmakestheworlsgo

round..Iwon'tchangemygoalsforaman.

Rethabile:SoBogosihasnochance?

Maduo:uhu..Bogosi...let'snottalkabout



him..Whydon'tyoutakehim sinceyouseem to

bringhim upeverynowandthen.

Rethabile:Idon'tlikehim likethat..anyway..is

themanyou'remarryingoldandgruffy?

Maduo:heisolderthanme..gruffyno..

Maduosaidasshestoodbytheedgeofthe

pool.Shelookedatherreflection.

Rethabile:Youarenotgoingtomentionhis

name?

Maduo:nope..

Rethabile:Youlikehim?

Maduo:maybe...urg..howisthepoetrygoing?

Rethabile:Ihavegigslinedup.

Maduo:Stillgonnabeadoctor?

Rethabile:Idon'tknow..IthinkIhavefinally

gatheredenoughcouragetotellthem.

Maduo:pleasedotalktothem..youhavetobe



mylawyer..stillgonnadocorporatelaw?

Rethabile:Iftheydoagree..yescorporate..butas

oflateIhavebeenconsideringcriminallaw.

Maduo:okay..butwechasethebag.

Rethabile:(laughing)saysthewomanwhois

gettingmarried.

Maduo:tswamogonnawena.

RethabilelaughedandMaduokeptcirclingthe

pool.

Shelookedaheadandmaybethepersonwho

washeadingthiswaychangedtheirminds.

Shestoppedbytheedge.

Rethabile:Butcongrats.

Maduo:Thanks.IthinkIneedawholelotof

strengthforthismarriage.

Rethabile:andhereIthoughtIwasgoingtobe

thefirstonetogetmarried.



Maduo:kelifeThabi

Rebabeditalkedonhisphoneheadingtothe

pool.

Reba:Ileaveforafewdaysandeverythingisin

disarray.

Caller:Sorrysir.

Rebabedi:SetupameetingforMonday.

Caller:Yessir..

Reba:andtheteam thatmessedyesterday's

presentationup,sendemails..Wehavea

meetingearlyMondaymorning.

Caller:(shakyvoice)Yessir.

Reba:Good.

Hedidn'tevennoticeMaduowhowasbythe

edgeofthepool.



Maduoheardthedeepvoicewhilstshewas

talkingtoRethabileandherphoneslippedand

fellintothepool.Sheheldherheartabitand

shesawthatitwasReba.

Shebreathedinthenitclickedthatherphone

fellintothepool.Damn.Thatthinghasalotof

thing.

ShejumpedintothepoolandRebabediheard

thesplashsound.Hesawinsidethepooland

hesighed.Shewant'stodrownnow?Thatpool

wasdeepashell.

Hewalkedtowardsitandhelookeddown.

Reba:Maduo?

Shestuckherheadoutofthewaterandlooked

athim.

Reba:Getoutofthewater,thatpoolisdeep.

Maduo:(breathing)Myphone..

Withthatsheheldhernoseanddivedinsideas



shetriedlookingforherphone.Sheknewitwas

downdownandsheneededit.Sheheldher

breathassheswam deeper.Shecouldn'tseeit

clearlybutshewouldlocateitevenifitmeans

usingherhands.Sheletgoofhernoseasshe

usedherhandstopushthroughthewater.The

waterenteredthroughhernostrilsandshe

neededoxygennow.Shekickedtryingtoriseto

thesurface.

Rebasawthatshewasstruggingandhegotrid

ofhisshirtandplaceditontopofhisphone.

Shewasendangeringherownlifeher.

MeanwhileThabisotalkedtoPrecious.

Thabiso:PreciousIunderstandyourreasons

andevenifyouwanttofileforadivorceIwon't

stopyou.

Preciousfrowned.Shethoughthewasgoingto

startbegginghertotakehim back.



Precious:Youdon'twantme?

Thabiso:Itsnotthat..Youknowwheretofindme

ifyouwantustoworkonourtrustbutwhatever

decisionyoutake..Iwon'tholditagainstyou.

Dilokediitirileakere..

Precious:...

Thabiso:andhowisthebaby?Iknowit'smy

faultyoulosttheothersandforthatIdeeply

apologise..Doyoutendtohavecravings?

Precious:Yeah..Ialwaystendtowantspicyfood.

Thabiso:areyousurethatspicyfoodisgoodfor

thebaby?

Precious:(laughed)Iam anurseandIam sure

it'sgood.

Thabiso:aslongasyoutwoaregood.Whenis

yournextscan?

Precious:aroundnextweek.Wanttocome?

Thabiso:Yeah..givemethetimeandIwillbe



there.

Precious:okay.

Rebaheldherasheswam acrossthepoolwith

her.

Heplacedherontheedgeofthepoolasshe

coughedhard.

Hegotoutofthewaterandlookedather.

Reba:otlaregolega.Up!up!

Maduostoodupfeelingabitweakasshekept

coughingoutthechlorinewater.Herphonewas

gonejustlikethat.

Rebacouldseethroughherwetclothes.He

closedhiseyesshutforfewsecondsbeforehe

openedthem again.

Hesawhowhernipplesshowedthroughthe

wetfabricofherkneelengthdress.



Andhesawherpantiesandheclosedhiseyes

again.It'sbeenawhileandheishavingsuch

thoughtsaboutachild.

Hepickedhisshirtandplaceditaroundher.

Maduo'slipsquiveredabitasshefeltmore

cold.

Reba:whatwereyoudoing?

Maduu:phone..myphone..ewetsemo

metsing(itfellintothewater)

Hesighedandhehandedherhisphonetohold.

Reba:Let'sgetyouwarm..

Maduo:butphonee...

Reba:Maduo!!

Him raisinghisvoiceatherscaredherabit.

Shehumblynoddedasheheldhebroughtan

arm aroundhershoulderandledhertothe

othersideofthehouse.



Maduo:Sorry..

Reba:Maduoshutup..

Maduo:okay..

Theenteredthroughanotherdoor.Theywalked

tohisroom,shewascoldandshedidn'teven

havetimetoadmirehim.

Theygotinsideandheledhertothebedwhere

heaskedhertositdown.Shewasstillwetand

shebroughthisshirtclosertoherchest.She

lookedaroundasheheadedtothebathroom.

Hewalkedoutwitharobeandsheheldher

poundingheart.Maybeshehadexpectedhim

towalkoutnaked.

Reba:I'lltalktoSasha,maybeshehas

somethingthatmightfityou.Youcanwalkto

thebathroom..

Maduo:thanks.

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebathroom.She



closedthedoorandplacedhisshirtbythesink.

Herphoneisgone..Itmustbedeadrightnow.

MeanwhileRebachangedforthesecondtime

thatdayandhewalkedoutsidetheroom.

HewenttothegardenwherehefoundSasha.

Reba:Ineedafavour.

Sashasmiled.Hehasneveraskedforone

before.

Sasha:whatcanIdoforyoubro?

Reba:Doyouhaveanythingthatissmallenough

tofitateenager?

Sasha'smouthhungopen.

Sasha:Youhaveagirlinyourroom?Reba?

Reba:answerthequestion..damn..

Sasha:okay..letmegocheck..

Reba:anddroptheclothesoffinmyroom.



Sasha:yessir..

RebawalkedawayandSashastoodup.

Wondersshallneverendthispartywasgoingto

showthem thingsneh..

Sashawalkedtoherroom andshewent

throughhersuitcase.Shedidn'tknowwhatto

takesoshejustgrabbedhertracksuitwithits

matchingtop.

Sheheldtheclothesinherhandandshewalked

tohisroom.Sheknockedandsheopened.

Maduojumped,whatisitwithpeoplejust

scaringthehelloutofher?

Sasha:uhm..hi..RebasaidImustdropthese

clotheshere.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Sasha:hi...Wait..you'retheonewhowastalking



tohim earlieron.

Maduo:yeah..

Sasha:I'm Sashaandyouare?

Maduo:Maduo..

Sasha:Nicetomeetyou..Ihopetheclothesfit.

Maduo:anythingthatisnotwetisokay..Thank

you.

Sasha:well..Idon'tmeantoprybut..

Maduo:whyam Iinhisroom?

Sasha:yeah..

Maduo:longstorycutshort..Hegotmeoutof

thewater..myphonefellinsidethepool.

Sasha:Thatpoolisdeep,don'ttellmeyouwent

insidetotryandretrieveit?

Maduo:thatisexactlywhatIdid..

Sasha:kanakaboonwetsegonemole(you

couldhavedrownedinsidethere)



Maduo:Iwasn'tthinking..

Sasha:wellatleastyou'resafe..

Maduo:yep..thankyouonceagainforthe

clothesSasha.

Sasha:welcome.

.
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Sasha:Letmeleaveyoutogetdressed.

Maduo:Thankyouonceagain.

Sashawalkedoutandlaughedsoftly.

Sasha:(whisperingtoherself)Rebahasa

girl..Babirwatlhebadirebontsha..haiyee..

Shewalkedtoherroom.

MeanwhileMaduochanged.Shedoesn'thavea

phonenow.AtleasttheiPadworksfineat

home,shewillhavetousethatandsinceshe

hasmoneyinheraccountshewon'tbotherher

parents.Theyhaveababyonthewayandwell

achildisexpensive.

Shelookedatherselfinthemirrorandthe



trackpantswereabitloosebutaslongasshe

isabitwarm.

Nowwhatwasgoingtokeepheroccupied?She

sawhisphoneonthebedandsheshookher

head.HeisnotheragematebutRethabilemust

bewonderingwhysheisnotansweringher

phone.

Shesatdownonthebedandlookedatthe

phone.Sheshouldnotgiveintotemptation.

Shelookedtheotherwaybut...

Shefoundherselfonhisphone.Itdidn'teven

haveapassword.Nice.Itwasanicephonetoo.

Thepicturequalitymustbeoutofthisworld.

Shewenttothefacebookappandwellhow

doesonegetsomanyinboxesandignorethem?

Wellhewashotandhisfamilynamewasan

extra.Sheloggedoutofhisaccountandshe

loggedintohers.



SheimmediatelysentRethabileamessage.

'Myphonejustdrowned '

Onceitwasdeliveredshewenttohernewsfeed

andscrolledthroughalotofpics.

Shesawamessagefrom Rethabileandshe

clickedonit.

Rethabile: whathappened?

Maduo:fellintothepool..

Rethabile:oow..sowhosephoneareyouusing?

Maduo:somebody..

SheandRethabilekeptsendingmessagesback

andforth.Shedidn'tnoticethedooropening.

Rebastoodbythedoorframeandwatchedher

textwithhisphone.Howdisrespectfulcould

sheget.

Reba:Maduowantlwaelaakere?

Maduogotstartledassheplacedthephone



behindher.

Shelookedtowardsthedoorandshefound

Rebalookingatherwithaseriousface.

Maduo:well..uhm..

Reba:well??

Maduo:okay..Iwastalkingtothisfriendofmine

andthetalksgotheatedwhenthephone

fell..andIwantedtotellherwhymyphonecut

off..

Reba:mmewabonagorewantlwaelaMaduo?

Maduolookeddown.

Maduo:eerra..

Reba:lookatmewhenIam talkingtoyou

Maduo..

Shelookedathim ashefoldedhisarmsandhe

lookedatherthewayonewouldlookatachild.

Andshedidfeellikeone.



Reba:handoverthephone.

Shestoodupandwenttohandhim hisphone.

Shedidn'tevenlogout.

Maduo:canIlog..

Reba:Shutup..

Maduo:sorry..

Shelookeddownandhesighed.

Reba:Sinceyou'redoneyoucanleavenow..

Maduo:butcanI..

Reba:Maduo!!

Maduo:okay..Iam leaving..Thankyou.

Shewalkedoutasheslippedhisphoneinhis

pocket.Shesighedandshewalkedoutofthe

housetoherparents'table.Allofthem looked

atherwithherchangeofclothes.

Maduo:longstorycutshortmyphonedrowned



inthepoolandstupidmedivedintotryto

retrieveit.

Precious:uhu..when?

Maduo:anhouragoIthink..Idon'thaveaphone.

Thabiso:waitse..

Maduo:papa..Iwillbuythephoneshem..don't

knowwhenbutmaybemonthend..

Precious:ifyousayso.

Maduo:Yep..andyoutwocansaveforthebaby

neh?

Precious:HaiMaduo..

Maduo:Iam suchaconsideratesisteraren'tI?

Thabiso:very..

Maduo:sotheseclothesain'tevenmine..go

mararaguys.

Thabiso:andthewayyoutalk,Iknowyoudidn't

getthegenesfrom me.



ThabisolookedatPreciouswhoshookherhead.

Precious:notme..sheisyourdaughter.

Maduo:andyoutalkaboutmeasifIam not

withyouguys...

Precious:itiswhatitis..

Maduo:thatismylinemom..gosh..Iam leaving

youtwohere.

Shesaidasshestoodupandwalkedtothe

othertablewhereshepouredjuiceinacup.

Thispartywasactuallychilledandpeople

mindedtheirownbusiness.

Kgosiwatchedandwellhewassatisfiedwith

thewaythingswere.Nodramaanditwasallhe

needed.

Hourslaterwhenthepartywasover,Maduoand

herparentswenttosaygoodbyetotheKgosis.

Thabiso:thankyoufortheinvitation.



Kgosi:Itwasapleasure.

Precious:andweenjoyedtheparty.

Kgosi:that'sexcellent.

Maduo:thankyou.

Kgosilookedatherandsmiledabit.

Thabiso:ExcuseusMaduo..

Maduo:okay..

Maduowalkedtothecar.Shehadnodevice

anditirkedhernottobeholdinganythingto

keepherbusy.

Shewaitedforhermotherandshecame

minuteslaterwithGrannyandSherry.

Sherrysatnexttoherandhermotherand

Grannysatinthefront.

Sherry:Todaywassuchaneventfulday.

Maduo:Tellmeaboutit..



Hermotherstartedthecarandofftheywent.

Afewdayslater

Precioussettledinsidethehouseyetagain.She

stoppedquestioningherselfwhethershedid

therightthing.Shewashurtbutshewas

scaredoflettinggoandmovingonwith

someonenew.

Thabisowalkedinsidetheroom andlookedat

her.

Thabiso:Thankyou.

Precious:Idon'twanttoregretthisdecision.

Don'tmakemeregretitThabiso.

Thabiso:Ipromise...Ipromise

Preciousnodded.



Maduosatonherbedasshetalkedto

Rethabileviafacebook.Shestillhadnophone

andthinkingaboutherphone.Ithad

pictures,contactsandawholelotjusttoloseit

toapool.Shewantedtohitherselfinthehead

forwalkingclosetothepool.

.

KgosiInvestments,Francistown

Rebasatinhisofficeashelookedatthebox.It

wasabrandnewphoneandhedidn'tknow

whethertosenditornot.Hedialedhis

grandfather.

Kgosi:Reba..

Reba:Ntatemogolo.Canyoupleaseforwardthe

Solomonsaddress.

Kgosi:Why?

Reba:Ihavetodeliversomething.



Kgosi:(suspiciously)somethinglikewhat?

Reba:Somwthing..

Helookedathiswatchandwellifitwaswould

bedeliveredthenitwouldarrivearound3pm so

therewasstilltime.

Kgosi:okay..letmeforwardit.

Kgosisenttheaddress.

Reba:thankyou.Haveagoodday.

Hehungupandcalledthedeliverycompany.

Afterhehunguphesighedashelookedatthe

boxonemoretime.

.

AtMmaSolomon'shouse

Maduorubbedherhandsagainstthefabricof

herjeans.Shewasdonewithlunch.Nowshe

wasgoingtodotrading.Shecouldbeasking



foradvicebutherphonewasnotthere.

Sheheadedtoherroom andsheopenedthe

tradingapponheriPad.Themarketlooked

promisingandshedidn'tknowwhichoneto

choosetoday.Shesighedassheplacedthe

iPadaway.

Shelookedupattheceiling.Thiswasserious.

Shewasgettingmarried.Alotofscenarios

playedinherheadandshefoundherself

smilingalone.Sheshouldn'tthinkofhim that

waybutshekindoflikedthewayheexertedhis

dominanceonher.Sheturnedandlaidonher

tummy.Howwasshegoingtofocusonschool

andalotofstuff?

Shesighedandplacedherchinonherhands.

Precious:(shouting)Maduothereisapackage

foryou.



Maduo:me?

Precious:yeah.

Shegotupandwalkedoutoftheroom.She

headedtotheloungeandwalkedtothedoor.

Maduo:hi..

Deliveryguy:Himam,Ihavebeensenttodeliver

this.

Maduofrownedasshetookthebox.Sheshook

itabitandstillcouldn'tguesswhatwasinside.

Maduosignedthepapersandsheheldthebox.

Deliveryguy:thankyou.

Hewalkedaway.

Sheclosedthedoorandlookedattheboxin

herhands.

Precious:whatisit?

Maduo:Ihavenoideamom..letmegoopenthe

boxandthenIwilltellyou.



Withthatshewalkedtothebedroom andshe

closedthedoor.Shesatonthebedandopened

thebox.Sheplacedherhandsonhermouthin

shock.

Awholenewphone.Anditwasbetterthanher

lastphone.Shesmiledasitdawnedonherthat

shehasabrandnewphone.Shelookedinside

theboxandshefoundasimcardpackageanda

note.

Shetookthenoteandshereadwhatwas

scribbledonit.

Maduo:(smiling)Kgosi!!Damnhim..hegotmea

newphone..

Hehadscribbledhisnumberonthenote.

Shesmiledassheopenedtheboxcontaining

thephone.Shetookoutthechargerandshe

lookedatthephone.

Maduo:(smiling?Damn!DamnyouKgosi!



Shegotupandwenttochargethephone.She

tooktheboxandheadedtothelounge.

Maduo:mamaIgotanewphone..

Precious:really?

Maduo:yep..etswakoRebabedi..

Precious:really?

Maduo:yep..

Precious:luckyyou.

Maduo:mhmm...

Shewentbacktoherroom andtookheriPadas

shescrolledthroughfacebookwithasmile.She

hadanewphonedamn...damn..shecouldn't

stopsmiling.

AfewhourslaterMaduoinsertesthenew

simcardandregisteredit.Shethensaved

Rebabedi'snumberbeforeshetookdeep



breaths.Shewasgoingtocallhim andjust

thankhim.

Shedialedhisnumberanditrang.Shecleared

herthroatasherheartstartedbeating.

Reba:Hello..

Maduo:uhm..hi..ke.

Reba:Maduo..

Maduo:yeah..okay..(sofltybreathingin)Iwanted

tothankyouforthephoneitmeansalotand..

Reba:okay.

Maduo:justokay?

Reba:(chuckling)Yes..justokay..whatwereyou

expecting..

Maduo:Idon'tknowhonestly...butthankyou

andIswearthisonewillnotbenearanywater.

Reba:Ifyousayso..

Maduo:thankyouonceagain..



Reba:alright..andMaduo?

Maduo:Rra?

Reba:stopsmilinglikearetard,youknowyou're

happyyou'vegotthephone.

Withthathehungupandsheplacedhersmall

handonherchest.

3monthslater
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AttheSolomon'shouse

Maduowasinherroom asthemakeupartist

didthefinaltouchupsonhermakeup.

Her:youaresuchabeautifulbrideandyoung

too.

Maduo:(chuckling)Donotremindmeofmyage..

Her:(laughing)youare..canItakepicturesfor

myselfadvertisement?

Maduo:Sure..

Theladysnappedafewpics.Herfacebeatwas

onpointandshelookedgorgoeus.

Maduo:canyouusemyphonetotakepictures?

Her:ofcourse.



Maduounlockedherphoneandgaveittothe

ladywhosnappedafewgorgeouspicturesof

her.

Her:Done..

ShehandedMaduoherphoneandshelooked

atthepictures.Shepickedoneandputitonher

statusbeforesheswitcheditoff.

Her:IhavetogoandenjoyyourdayMrs..

Maduo:(laughing)Iwill..

Theladypackedherstuffandshetookhercase

asshewalkedout.

Preciouswalkedinsidewithherswollenbelly.

Precious:andyoulooksogrown.

Maduo:mamadon'tcrytlhe..

Precious:Youdolookgorgeous..Iknowthis

ceremonyissmallandnotforthemassesbut



youaregorgeous.

Maduo:Ididn'toneforthemasses.The

documentsaresigned.

Precious:andyoushowedupwearingwhite?

Maduo:Ihadto.SolegallyIam marriedbutthe

familyhastohaveasmallcelebration.

Precious:smartandwiseneh?Andyou'reonly

18.

Maduo:mama..

Precious:justsaying..wellbeforethatletmesit

youdown.

PrecioussatonthebedandlookedatMaduo.

Precious:(sighing)Ididn'twanttomarryyouoff

atayoungage..

Maduo:mamawehavealreadyestablishedthat.

Whattheancestorswant,theancestorsget

right?Don'tbeatyourselfupaboutit.Ofcourse

Imightgotovarsitywhilstmarried.ImeanIgot



reallygreatgradesmom..soyah.

Precious:Iknowbutmarriageisnotawalkin

thepark.Sometimesyouwillhavetomake

sacrificesforthesakeofyourmarriage.

Maduonodded.

Precious:Yourauntsdidadviseyouandbeinga

marriedwomanmeanslettinggoofalotof

thingsyouusedtodowhilstyouwerestill

single.

Maduo:Eemma.

Precious:omosadiwalelwapa.Asyoungasyou

are.Youaremarriednow.

Maduo:Eemmakautlwa.

Precious:butwhateverthathappens,keepyour

dignity.Donotloseyourselfinthatmarriage.If

youfeellikeyou'reslipping,talktous.The

eldersfrom bothfamiliesaretheretoassistyou



guysineverythingthatmahhappen.

Maduo:eemma...

Precious:anddonotbedistant..yourown

familyisalwaysbehindyouandifyoufeel

overwhelmedtalktome..Imaynot(sadly

lookingather)havethebestofmarriagesbutI

doloveyourfather.Insomecasesloveisnever

enoughbecauseittakesmorethanlovetobuild

ahome.

Maduo:Ihearyoumama.

Precious:Letmeleaveyoutoit.Justknowwe

aretakingyouthereintenminutes.Sodowhat

youmust.

Maduo:Eemma..

Hermotherwalkedoutandshesighed.She

tookherphoneanddialedtheSpashehad

lookedup.Apparentlytheywereheadingto



FrancistownsinceRebalivesthere..inaweekor

soandshejustwantedtousethelittletimeshe

hadtobreath.

Shedialedthenumbershehadseenon

Facebook.

Maduo:Hello..

Her:DazzlingSpa&BeautyTreatmentshowmay

webeofservice?

Maduo:uhm..hi..Iwantedtobookan

appointment.

Her:Okay..wehavevariouspackages.

Maduo:Iwouldliketobebookedforthe

massage..thesteam room thingyIsaw..plusa

pedicure?

Her:Okay..givemethedateandname.Youwill

payuponarrival.

Maduo:MaduoKgosiandmostprobablynext

weekFriday.



Sheheardasoftgaspattheend.

Maduo:mam areyouokay?

Her:ofcourseMsKgosi.

Maduodidn'tcorrecther.

Maduo:thankyou..

Her:Haveanicedayandthankyouforchoosing

DazzlingSpa&BeautyTreatments.

Maduo:okay.Tanki.

Shehungupandsighedasshestoodonher

feet.Shecamefacetofacewithherreflection

infrontofthefullbodymirror.

Thetraditionalgownlookedbeautiful.Sheloved

itandthebluelacethatwasaddedtomake

partofthetrain.

Maduo:(whisperingtoherself)Maddyweare

doingthissweetheart.YouarenowMrsKgosi.

Herdiamondringsparkledasthesun'srays



relfectedontherock.

DazzlingSpa&BeautyTreatments

Nicoleputthephonedownandshelookedat

Rachel.

Rachel:What?

Nicole:IthinkIwastalkingtooneofthe

membersoftheKgosiclan..

Rachel:Iam sooverReba..

Nicole:okay..

Shesaidasshenoteddownherappointment.

Rachelbitherlowerlip.Forallthesemonths

shehadbrokenupwithRebashehadexpected

him tocomerunningtoher.Shedideverything

hehadaskedofher,theperfectsubmissive.Her

onlymistakewasfallinginlovewithhim andfor



thatshegotdumped.

Rachel:what'shername?areyousureit'sa

Kgosi?

Nicolerolledhereyes.

Nicole:Youareoverhim.Rememberthat

Rachie..

Rachelranherhandsthroughherblondehair.

Rachel:Ofcourse..Iam..

Nicole:Ifeelstupidforeventellingyou..butshe

bookedamassageandIknowshewillbeyour

client.

Rachelsmiledabit.MaybeReba..sheshookher

head.Shewasoverhim.Shewasover

RebabediKgosi.Hewastoxic.Toocomplicated

forher.

AttheKgosiHousehold



Thewhitetentstoodproudlyasthecameraman

tookpicturesofthepicturesquescene.The

companythatwashiredhadoutdiditselffora

familycelebration.

MaduosteppedoutofthecarasSherryhelped

holdhertrain.

Sherry:Nervous?

Maduo:very..Rethamanagedtocome?

Sherry:shemessagedmeandsaidsheisinthe

tent.

Maduo:okay..

Sherry:andyouaresuchabeautifulbride.

Maduo:Tanki..ketshogilegore..

Sherry:breathinandout..don'truinthemakeup.

Maduo:gatwekewaterproof..

Sherry:(laughing)justtobeonthesafeside..



Maduo:Okay..

Maduolookedaroundanditlookedgorgeous.

Shewasabitlate.

ShesawRebawalkoutofhiscarandshe

smiledabit.Helookedsosmartandhewas

alignedwiththetheme.

SherryheadedtothetentasRebawalkedto

Maddyandgavehim hishand.

Maduo:youarebeingagentlemantoday..

Reba:Don'tpushit.

Maduo:(giggling)Iwon't.

Reba:Youlookgorgeoustoday.

Maduo:Thankyou,youdon'tlooksobad

yourself..

Shesaidasshepattedhischestandfixedthe

handkerchiefinhisfrontpocket.



Theybothwalkedtothetentastheoldwomen

startedululatingandMaduosmiled.

Semotshweretshweresenatla...

Semotshweretsweresenatla..

Semotshweretshweresenatla...ngwanao

tshwerwekesenatla

Theysangastheyululatedinfrontoftheyoung

coupleandPrecioussmiled.ShesawMaduo's

radiantsmileandululated....

TheysatdownandMaduolookedatRebawho

well..todayhelooked...

Reba:What?(smiling)

Maduo:You'resmiling...kanaosmilergo

berekilwe.

Reba:WaswabaMaduo..



Maduo:(laughing)kennakeswabamalatsiotlhe

kante?

Rebalookedatherandheknewthathehadto

dealwiththefeistyattitude.

Reba:andyou'regettingalittletoocheeky..

Maduo:Tshwarelo..

Reba:mxm...

Maduolaughedsoftly...

Maduo:seethatsmile...

RebashruggeditoffastheMCofthegathering

tooktostageandwell...hisbrotherhadto

nominatehimself..

Katso:Dumelang..(laughed)Okay..welcometo

thiscelebration..asintimateasitis..wellitis

stilltheirweddingdayandtheywanteditthat

waysolet'sjustintroduceourcouple..Youguys

knowthem..

Thepeoplelaughed.



KatsokeptontalkingandMaduowasn'treally

listeningtohim.Shehopedshewon'thaveto

speaktoday.

Maduo:So..

Rebashookhishead.Shenevershutsupdoes

she?

Maduo:tomorrowwehavetodotheceremony?

Reba:mhmm..

Maduo:tlherraoskamphellapelo(pleasebe

patientwithme)

Reba:Iam listening..

Maduo:ee..asIwassaying..willtheycutmeup

withrazorsandtheywillputherbsinsidemy

bloodorwhat?

Reba:You'rebeingdramatic...you'rejustbeing

introducedtotheKgosiancestors.

Maduo:Ihaveneverdonethisbeforeso...



Reba:Don'tworry..itwon'ttakelong...

Maduo:okay..

Rethabilesnappedpicturesandwow.Shedidn't

expecttoseeMaduomarryingRebabediKgosi.

Sheneversawthatbombcoming.

LaonesatnexttoTerrywhohadnowconnected

thedots,hehadseentheladyhehadseenthat

dayandthebridewastheteenagerhehadseen

herwith.Heneverexpectedthat.

Laone:Love..Iwillintroduceyoutomy

sister..afterallthishypeyalenyaloehela.

Terry:okay.Thisweddingissimple,classyand

stylish.

Laone:very..justcan'tbelievethatmynieceis

theonegettingmarried.



Terry:sheisyoungisn'tshe?

Laone:sheis..butshelookshappy..bona.

Shedirectedhim towhereMaduoandReba

weretalkingandshecouldseetheglintinher

pinkeyeshadowedeyes.

Terrynodded.Yep.Thatwasher.Throughand

through.Thebubblyteenagerwhowastalking

tohermotherthatdayatKFC.

MeanwhileThabiso'sphonerangoffthehook

unattendedinthecar.

AtMiranda'shouse

Mirandamoanedinpainasanothercontraction

struckbelowherbelly.Thabisowasn't

answeringhisphone.

ShetriedSarona'sphonewhichrangforafew

minutesbeforesheanswered.



Sarona:hello..

Miranda:(screaming)Aaah..Ineedyourhelp..

Sarona:I'm abitbusywhatisit?

Mirandacouldhearthenoisybackgroundand

shehungup.Shewasbotheringher.

Shewalkedtothebedroom asthecontractions

hitherinintervals.Shegotherpurseandshe

gotoutofthehouse.

Shescreamedinpainassheheldherlower

back.Thishurt.Ithurtsobad.

Shewalkedinpaintothefrontofhergatewith

thehopeofspottingataxi.

Shetookdeepdeepbreathsandheldherlower

backasastrongonehit.Herwaterhadnotyet

brokeandsheknewshehadabitoftimetoget

tothehospital.

Ataxistoppedinfrontofherandshegotinside.

Miranda:(panting)hospital..taxispecial..



Themansteppedonthebrakesasherealized

thatthepoorwomanmustbeclosetogiving

birth.

Mirandakeptonbreathingtryingtobecalm.

Intenminutesshehadarrivedandthetaximan

helpedhergetoutofthecarandgetinsidethe

hopsital.

Thenursessawherandimmediatelyattended

toher.

Miranda:madi?

Thetaximanshookhisheadasheleft.Hewas

notabouttoforceanalreadypainstricken

womantopaywhenshehadtofocusongiving

birth.

Mirandawasplacedonthewheelchairasthey

rushedhertothematernityward.



Theyplacedheronthebed.

Nurse:hasyourwaterbroke?

Sheshookherhead.

Nurse:thenyouaretoofar..trybreathingand

relaxing..

Shenoddedasthenursewalkedoutandshe

breathedtherealone.Hehadgottebbackwith

hiswifeandhewasn'tansweringhercalls.She

knewshewassupposedtocallwheneverthe

babywasconcernedandshehadcalled.Maybe

hewasbusy.Hewillcomeseeher..shegrunted

asthepaindoubledandshefeltwet.

Miranda:(screaming)nuuuurse...tlhebathong

thusang!!!

Thesamenursewalkedinandshespreadher

legs.

Nurse:youaretoofar..

Shecalledanothernursetotakealookandshe



agreedwithher.

Nurse:stillfar,youhaven'tdilatedenough..at

least10cm

Theywalkedoutandsheheldhersideasshe

gruntedandscreamed.Thepainwastoomuch.

Shescreamedandshehadthestrongurgto

push.

Shecouldhearthesilenceonthesideshewas

in..Thenursedidn'tsaypush..

Miranda:(screaming)Kekopanurse!!mma

weeeeee!!

Noonecameandshestartedtopushassweat

coveredheruglyexpressiveface.

Miranda:iyooo!!!Nurse!!

Shetriedtopushandshefelttheheadandshe

stoppedmidwayasshetriedtobreath...this

hurtsomuchandshewantedtocrybutno



tearsfell..

.
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AttheKgosihousehold

Theenvironmentwaschilledaspeople



socializedandlistenedtothecoolmusic.

Maduolookedaroundasshesawhowhappy

everyonewas.Sheclosedhereyesasshe

rememberedalltheadvicesshehadbeengiven.

Shewasamarriedwoman.Signed.Legallyhis.

Partofherfeltasifhealreadyownedherthe

minutesheputhersignatureonthosepapers

butshebrusheditoff.

Maduo:I'llbeback..

Shestoodupandwalkedtothewherethedj

was.

Maduo:Ihaveasongrequest..Andpleasetell

theMCtoforcethegroom todance..

TheDJlaughedandMaduogavehim aserious

look.

Maduo:Iam serious...youguyshavenoidea

whoIam dealingwithhere..

DJ:okayMrs..Yourtwosongrequestswillbe



playedandIwilltalktotheMC.

Maduo:Goodandthankyou.

Sheflashedasmileandwalkedbacktothe

maintableandsatnexttoReba.Hewas

lookingather.

Reba:Youdidsomething?

Maduo:Ididnothing..relax.

Reba:Maduo?

Maduo:rra?

Shegavehim herbestpuppyeyesandhe

sighed.

Reba:Nothing..

Maduo:okay.

Shesippedonherjuicewithasmile.She

neededtogetridofhershoes.

PreciousandThabisoweretalkingwhenLaone



approachedthem.

Precious:Laone..hey.

Laone:andthebabyisgrowing..

Precious:Iam alwaystiredandIam onalong

leavefrom work.

Laone:Iwantmynephewstrongandhealthy

mma.

ThabisochuckledandTerryjustlookedat

Preciousallradiant.Shewasglowing.Dammit.

Laone:Well..PreshthisismyboufriendTerry

andTerrythisismysisterandbrotherinlaw.

Precious:HiTerry.

Preciouspretendedshedidn'tknowhim and

Thabisojustnodded.

Precious:Wellaslongasyou'rehappyLaone.

Laone:Iam.

Thabisokeptquietandhedidn'tmisstheway



TerrywaslookingatPrecious.Hewasaman

andhecouldseethathiseyeswerewandering.

Terry:pleasuretomeetallofyou.

Precious:Likewise..hunhelpmeup.

Thabisohelpedherupasheheldherwaistas

hewalkedoutsidethetentwithher.

MeanwhileTerryremainedwithLaone.

Terry:Lalayoutwohavesuchaclose

resemblance.

Laone:(giggling)Wegetthatalot..mustbethe

genes.Can'tyouseethatthebridelookslike

her.Acarboncopyofheronlymuchlouder.

Terrysmiledasheheldherwaist.

Terry:Really?

Laone:mhm...

Thetwowalkedtotheirtable.



AtBobonongPrimaryhospital

Mirandascreamedasthepainsmultipliedand

noneofthenurseswereattendingtoher.She

stillpushedasshefeltherbirthcanaldilating.

Sheheldontothebedsheetsasshescreamed.

Shekeptatitforafewminutesbeforethe

nurserushedinside.

Nurse:(agitated)Sorrymam..I'm herenow..

Themidwifecameinsideasshelookedatthe

nurse.

Midwife:Howlonghasshebeeninlabour?

Nurse:whenshecameinshewashaving

contractionsandtheamnioticsacwasn't

broken.

Midwife:mam..breath..Iwantyoutobreath..I



canseethehead..trytopushwithallyour

might...

Miranda:(screaming)mmaaaweee!!!Go

botlhoko..aaahh..

Nurse;thelabourroom isnojoke

mosadi...pushertlhe...

Mirandascreamed.Shedidn'thavetheenergy

topush..

Midwife:Push..push..pushandbreath..

Miranda:(screaming)Ican't...iyooooo!

Thenurserolledhereyes.Whydotheyget

pregnantthen?Thesewomenalwaysleaveher

lostforwords.Theyshouldfallpregnant

knowingexactlywhattheywillhavetofaceat

theendoftheninemonthperiod.

Nurse:akopushe...

Mirandascreamedasthepainhitherlower

backandherfaceturnedugly.Thiswaspainful



thanperiodpainsandtheykepttellingherto

push.Withwhatenergy?Shewasjustthere..

Midwife:pushmam..youwanttocutoffthe

baby'soxygen?push..keeppushing..pushand

breath.Pushandbreath.1,2,3..push

Mirandascreamedasshepushed.

Midwife:You'redoinggood..push..

Miranda:Aahaa...Iyoooo!!(screaming)

Mirandasuddenlystoppedpushingasshefelt

sotiredandshedidn'thaveitinhertopush

somemore.

Nurse:mmapush..thebabymightdie..push..

Miranda:(outofbreath)I..can't....

Themidwifeandnurselookedather.

Midwife:thebabyneedstobedeliveredorelse

it'sgoingtodie..



TheybothlookedatMirandawhowastiredand

didn'tseem tohavetheenergytopush.

Midwife:checkthetheatreandthe

doctor..maubeshecangetintoanemergencyc

-section..

Nurse:onit.

Shegotoutoftheroom.

Midwife:Staywithus..trytopush..breath..you

aregoingtodeliverahealthybaby..try..

Mirandatookdeepbreathesandscreamedin

agonyasshepushed.Thiswaspainfulashell.

AttheKgosihousehold

TheDJplayedthefirstsongMaduorequested

andshesmiled.Shehopedthiswillwork..

Katso:CanIhaveyourattention?Welltherewas



aspecialrequestfrom someonetoaskthe

groom tokgm..(laughingnervously)Todance...

Maduogaugedhisreactionandshecouldsee

hewasirkedandsheburstoutlaughing.

Maduo:Gosh..loosenup!!

Rebagaveheralookandthistimeshewas

unaffectedasshecontinuedlaughing.

SashawassittingnexttoTyler

Sasha:Yousee..thisoneIhavetosee.

Tyler:(laughing)Meandyouboth...Rebabedi

dancing..well..

Sasha:hai..waitse..Rebaanddancing?aahno

man..theRebasittedthere..Haiyeee(laughing)

Tyler:camerareadySasha..

Sashatookoutherphoneandwaitedtosee

whatwouldhappen.Rebadancing?Notina



millionyears.Nomatterhowmuchhetolerates

andpretendsnottocareabouthisnewwifebut

him dancing?Thisonetheywillhavetosee.

Sasha:haikeready..

Everyonelookedatthenewlywedcoupleand

MaduolookedatRebaandthenlaughed.

Reba:Iknowyouhavesomethingtodowith

this..

Maduo:whyme?Iam notanonymousMr

Kgosi..standupanddancetlhe..Thisonce..

Reba:Idon'tdance..

Maduo:okho..Idon'tdance(imitatinghis

voice)suityourself..

Maduosaidasshegiggledandbentdownto

freeherfeetfrom theheels.

Sherryhandedher,hersneakersandshewore

them..

MaduogaveahinttotheDJwhoswitchedthe



songtohersecondsongrequest.

Maduo:(laughing)ButtodayYouaregoingto

dance..gankakekabinakeleonetlherrawena(I

won'tdancealoneMr)

Shesaidasshestoodup.ShelookedatReba

andhegaveheraseriouslook.

Maduo:Nottoday..ketlaswabahelabutnot

todaypapi..Ourwedding.Wedance..Idon'tcare

iftheyareeatingourfoodandnotdancing.I

wanttodanceandIwon'tdancealone.

Shesaidasshelookedathim.Shewillforce

him todancetoday.Whetherhelikesitornoy.

Ukude,ukudewe-Lovie

Ukude,ukudewe-Lovie

Kungconongizothumela,thumela

Thumelai-Loveletter



Kungconongizothumela,thumela

Thumelai-Loveletter

Ukude,ukudewe-Lovie

Ukude,ukudewe-Lovie

Kungconongizothumela,thumela

Thumelai-Loveletter

Kungconongizothumela,thumela

Thumelai-Loveletter

Maduo:Rebahleraawenastandup..

Shesaidasshelookedathim wideningher

eyes,lookingallsadandhelookedatthecrowd

andhowtheywereexpectingthecoupletohit

thedancefloor.

HestoodupandMaduohadtotrynottosmile.

Reba:Thisonce..



Shenoddedrepeatedlyasheheldherhandand

theywalkedtothecentre..

Maduodidn'twastetimewhenshegottothe

dancefloor.

ShestarteddancingandwellRebawas

uncomfortableatfirst.Hewasn'tusedtodoing

thisandMaduowasjustsocarefree..

Maduoturnedtohim andsheplacedherhands

onhischest..

Maduo:Loosenup.(laughingsoftly)

Sasha'smouthdropped.Hewasonthe

dancefloorwihtMaduo.Shewantedtoclapher

handsandshakeherbodyinexcitement.The

thingsshewillseeinthiswedding.

RebasighedasMaduoturnedherbackonhim

anddanced..HeheldherwaistandMaduofelt

tinybutterfliesinherstomachasherface



turnedpink.

Hesoftlyswayedhertothebeatofthemusic

andthewayhisbighandsweregentlyholding

herwaistmadeherabitshy.

Thefactthatalsoherbuttwasrubbinghisfront

madeherwanttohideherface..Shesmiledas

shelethim movehergentlytothemusicbefore

sheturnedandheheldherwaist.

Reba:(laughing)Ontirisadilowaitse

totat?(you'remakingmedothings,youknow

that?)

Shenoddedwithabigsmileassheplacedher

handsonhisbroadchest.

ThesongendedandtheDJplayedBlaq

Diamond'sUthando.

Thatslowjam madeeveryonejointhem onthe

dancefloorastheydanced.

ThecouplesdancedtothemusicandMaduo



staredintohiseyes.Reba'shandstightened

aroundhersmallwaist.Shewassoinnocent

andbubbly.

Maduo:thankyou(softlyspeaking)

Shesaidasshegentlyplacedherheadonhis

chestandRebabreathedin.

.
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AtBobonongPrimaryhospital

AttheC-sectionward

Mirandalaidexhaustedonthebed.Shelooked

atthenurseslapthebaby'sbum.

Herheartskippedabeatasthechilddidn'tcry.

Thenursetriedagainbutnothing.

Mirandaheldbacktearsasshelookedatthe

nursehopingforamiracle.

Miranda:(whispering)GodIknowIdestroyeda

marriagebutnotmybaby..hedidnothing..

Tearschockedherasthenurselookedather

sadly.Sheplacedthebabyinthecotand

Mirandasawhowbluehissmalllipswereand

sheletthetearsdrop.Herbabywasgone.Dead.

Miranda:Pleasetellmeheisokay..

Nurse:Iam sorryMs..heisn'tresponsive..Iam



sorrythatheisgone.

Mirandashookherheadasitfinallysunkinthat

herbabywasgone.Hewasdead.Ninemonths

justtobetoldthatthebabydidnotsurvive.

Thenursepickedthestillbornandhandedhim

toMiranda.

Nurse:Iam sorryMs..

Shenoddeedasshelookedatherbaby.She

heldhim buthewasdead.Hedidn'tdeserveto

atoneforhertransgressions.Hedidnowrong.

Mirandaranherfingeronhiscoldfaceasher

lipsquiveredandherheartbrokeintopieces.

Miranda:Iloveyoumybaby..pleasecryfor

me(crying)

Thenurselookedatthescenewithasoreheart.

Thesethingshappenedandattimestherewas

nothingtheycoulddo.



Nurse:Letmetakehim from you..

Shegentlytookthebabyfrom Mirandawholet

goasherhandsshook.Shelaidonherbackas

sheplacedherhandonhermouth.Thiswasnot

supposedtohappentoher.

Miranda:(crying)Godwhy?Mybabywas

innocent...

Shecriedlikethatallaloneinthehospitalroom.

AttheKgosiHousehold

ThetwosatdownafterthedanceandMaduo

wasstrangelyfallingforReba.Hedidn'tdo

anythingbuttheforeignfeelingsthatalways

showedupwheneverhewasaround.

Rebaatesilently.Thiswasnotpartoftheplan.

Hedidthingsinorderandheneededtocontrol



thesituation.

Maduo:We'recuttingthecake?

Henodded.Shewassuchaloudmouth.

Sashareplayedthevideoshetook.

Sasha:Waitse!!Heactuallydanced.

Tyler:I'm justasshockedasyouare.

Sasha:yoh...

TylersighedandlookedatSasha.Allthese

monthstheyhavebeenavoidingtheissueand

heknowsthattheyarerelatedbut..theheart

wantswhatitwants.

Maybetodaytheywilltalkabouttheissue.He

hopedso.

TerrystoleaglanceatPreciouswhowas

smiling.God!Hehadtostophimself.Hewas



datinghersisterandLaonewouldbehurt.

Laone:welltheweddingwillcometoaclose

verysoonandthenwecango.

Terry:Don'trushbecauseofme.

Laone:Iam not.Idon'twantthisweddingfever

togettome,that'sall.

Terrygotthehintandhealsowanted

somethingserious.Laonewasstableandshe

wassuchagoodwoman.

Terry:Isthatahint?

Laone:(shrugging)maybe...Ilovewhatwegot

goingTerrence.Maybetalkingaboutwedding

mightjinxit.Mostmentendtorunwhen

marriageismentioned.

Terry:DoIlooklikemostmen?

Laone:Nobut..

Terry:thenyoushouldknowthatIdon'tthink

likeothermen,don'tcompartmentalizemewith



othermenLala..

Laone:okayIhearyoulove..

Thabisogotintothecarandhegrabbedhis

phone.Hesawthemanymissedcallsfrom

Miranda.

Hecalledbackandtherewasnoanswer.He

frownedandtriedagain.Stillnoanswer.

Hegaveupandplacedhisphonebackinthe

car.HewilltrylaterandhepromisedPrecious

transparencysohehadtodowhathepromised.

Hewalkedtothetentwheretheywerealready

cuttingthecake.Hecouldn'tbelievethatwas

hislittlegirlgettingmarried.Shewasfinally

someone'swifeallbecausetheancestors

wantedher.Forwhat?Theywerecluelessbut

maybeallwillberevealedtomorrowduringthe



ceremony.Shehadtobeintroducedtothe

Kgosiancestorsandwellthequestionsthey

havebeenaskingthemselveswillfinallybe

answeredtomorrow.

HesatnexttoPreciouswhoheldhishandand

hekissedhercheek.

Precious:Shelooksallgrownand..(gettingteary)

Thabiso:It'sallpartofherfateIguess.

Precious:Still,sheisnybaby.

Thabiso:wellwehaveanotherbabyontheway.

Precious:wedobutitwillneverbethe

same..lookathowhappysheis.

Thabiso:shelookshappydoesn'tshe?

Precious:yes.Ijusthopeherlightdoesn'tfade

andshedoesn'tchange.

Thabiso:Let'sjusthopeforthebest.Iguessour

questionswillbeansweredtomorrowatthe

ceremonyright?



Precious:Iguessso.Badimogabakakebadira

gorebanyalanegosenalebakaright?(the

ancestorswon'tmakethem getmarriedwithout

areasonright?)

Thabiso:Yes..stopstressing.

Precious:mymaternalinstinctsrefusetoletgo

andacceptthatsheismarried.

Thabisojustsqueezedherhand.

Thabiso:Withtime(sighing)

Precious:Iguessso..

MaduolookedatReba..

Maduo:okay..sayahh..kagokopa

Rebaraisedhiseyebrowsandheobligedashe

bentdowntoherlevel.

Shefedhim thecakeandshesmiled.

Maduo:Myturn..



Hetooktheforkfrom herandfedherthecake

andthepeopleclappedtheirhands.Happyfor

theyoungcouple.

Maduo:Don'tbetooserious.Sometimesyou

needtolivealittle.

Shesaidwithagrin.

Theywenttotheseatsandthatwaswhen

everyonewasservedcake.

SherrylookedaroundandshesawTylertalking

toSasha.Shelikedhim butshehadgivenupon

him noticingher.Shesighedassheatethe

pieceofcakeonherplate.

Theweddingwascalm anditwasn'toverthe

topaspeoplewouldexpect.

AtBobonongPrimaryhospital

Mirandacriedherselftosleepafterthedoctor



wasdonestitchingherup.

Theanestheticwasgoingtowearoffinafew

hoursandimagineallthispainjusttolosethe

childyouwerecarrying.

Herheartbrokeagainasshethoughtabouthis

soul.

Shesniffedandthoughtthatmaybethiswas

paybackforthehurtshecausedanother

woman.

ShereallydidhurtThabiso'swifeandshenever

everattackedher.Eversincethatdayshedidn't

callherorcallheralltheseuglynames.

Miranda:(crying)God...

Hourslater

TheguestswereleavingandtheKgosishadthe

dutyofseeingthem out.



PrecioushuggedMaduotight.

Precious:Ican'tbelievethatyou'rethisgrown

andIam leavingyouhere.

Maduo:mamaIwillbefineakereyoudidbring

someofmystuff?

Precious:Ihopesoandifhemistreatsyoutell

us.Yourauntssaytheydidbringsomeofyour

stuff.Youcanpacktherestwhenyouguysare

leaving.

Maduo:okay.

Shehuggedherdadandlookedatthem witha

smileonherface.

Maduo:byeeguys..

HerparentsleftandshehuggedRethabile.

Thabi:marriedwoman..

Maduo:mxm...ijaa..

Thabi:youlookedgorgeousfriend.



Maduo:thankyou..

Thabi:allthebestlovelove...wewilltalk(smiling)

Maduo:ofcourse.

Theysawthelastoftheguestsoutandassoon

astherewasnooneleftshewenttothetent

andsatonthechair.

Shewasexhaustedandwantedtosleep.Today

wasfunbutsheneededtorest.From thepatlo

tomagaditothis...shewantedtorestandshe

knewshehadmadetherightcallinbookinga

spatreatment.Herbodyneededtorest.

Shedozedoff.Rebawalkedinsidethehouse

andheadedtothebedroom.Thatlittlegirlwas

slowlytryingtobreakhiswallsdownandthat

wasnotsupposedtohappen.Hopefully

tomorrowhewillfinallyknowwhyhewas



supposedtomarryher.Besideherhavingto

carryhisheir.Heneededanswersandwas

hopefulthattomorrowhemightgetthem then

afterthattheyneedtogo.Thebusinesswon't

runitself.

Hethrewthejacketonthechairandstarted

undoinghistie.Halfwaythroughunbuttoning

hisshirtherealisedthatMaduowasnother.

Hesighed.

Hestoppedandhewalkedoutofhisroom.He

lookedforherinthehouseandshewasnot

there.

Hewentoutsideandheadedtothetent.He

foundhersleepingpeacefullyandherheadwas

onhersmallhands.Hefoundhimselfsmiling

ashelookedather.

Hegentlypickedherupfrom thechairandshe

yawnedsoftlyashereyelidsflutteredbefore



theyclosed.

Hewalkedthroughthehousecarryingherand

Sashahadalreadycaughtaglimpse.

Okay.Rebawasslowlychangingandshewasn't

theonlyonewhocouldseethat.

Rebagotthebedroom andplacedheronthe

bed.Shewasstillfastasleepandshewas

smallinhisarms.Hesighedashebentdownto

removehershoes.Hewasn'tevensureifshe

wascomfortableinthatdressshewaswearing.

HewalkedoutandwenttolookforSasha.

Heknockedatherbedroom doorandshe

openedthedoor.

Sasha:howcanIbeofassistance?

Reba:CanyouhelpMaduooutofthedressshe

iswearing?

Sasha:UnfortunatelyIcan't.Sheisyourwife



dearbrother.Goodluck..

Shesmiledwithafaketingeofregretinher

eyes.

Sasha:Nodisrespectoranything.

Shesaidassheslowlyclosedthedoorand

lockedit.

Shehadtocontainherlaughter.TheKgosi

ancestorsdiditforthem shem.

Rebawalkedtothebedroom andshewas

alreadycurleduponthebed.Heclosedthe

doorandleanedagainstit.

.
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AttheKgosihousehold

Rebawalkedtothebedroom andshewas

alreadycurleduponthebed.Heclosedthe

doorandleanedagainstit.

Hedidn'tknowwhethertoletherbeortowake

herup.Hellhedidn'twanttowakeheruptoo

becauseshewillstarttalkingnonstopandhe

wasnotintheexactmoodforherneverending

yapping.

Herubbedhisfadecutandlookedather.He



walkedtowardsthebed.Ifshegetsangryinthe

morning,shewillbehisguest.Heistryingtodo

thegentlemanlythinginthiscomplexsituation.

Heunzippedherdressfrom theback,heslowly

andgentlyheldherhandsashegotthem outof

theshortsleevedpiece.

Hepulleditdownherlegstillshewasfreeof

thedress.

Hedrewinalongdeepbreath.Dammit!

Hethrewthedressintothelaundrybasketand

helookedatheragain.

Reba:(talkingunderhisbreath)Fuck!!

Heunbuttonedtherestofhisshirtbuttons,he

removeditandwalkedtowardsthebedwiththe

shirt.

Hegentlyheldherpetitebodyasheputthe

shirtonherandwhenhefinallycouldn'tseeher



breastsandbehind,hebreathedout.Fuck!

Hegotridofhispantsandwalkedtothe

wardrobewherehetookouthispyjama

bottoms.Thethingshehastodo.Unbelievable.

Hewasatryingtobeagentlemanbutnot

gentlemanenoughtosleeponthecouch.

Hecoveredherwiththeblanketsbeforehe

wenttoswitchoffthelights.

Thefollowingmorning

Maduoopenedhereyesasthesun'srayshit

her.Sheclosedhereyesagainbeforeshe

openedthem again.Whydidithavetobe

morning?Shewashavingsuchagooddream.

Shesatuprightagainsttheheadboardandshe

triedtorememberhowshegothere.She

squintedhereyesasshereplayedyesterday's



eventsbutshestillcouldn'trememberhowshe

camehere.

Shelookedatwhatshewaswearingandit

smeltofhiscologne.Whendidshechange?

Sherememberedheadingtothetent..unless

shemust'vefallenasleep.

Sheusedherhandstohideherface.Shewas

actingsoimmaturelyonthwveryfirstdayand

hemusthatethat.Heisalwayssoseriousand

shewincedassheaskedherselfwhereshehad

pickeduptheconfidencetotalktohim likeshe

didatthewedding.OhGod!

Shewantedtoscream.Shefeltstupid.

Immature.Sothatmeanshechangedher?Her

facegotheated.Shewassoembarrassed.

Luckyforherhewasn'tinbedbutshelookedto

hersideanditwasallrumpled.Hemust've

wokenupabitearlier.

Maduo:ohGod!



Thebedroom dooropenedandRebawalkedin

dressedimmaculatelyindresspantsanda

cleanblackshirt.Hehadunbuttonedthefirst

twobuttonsandhissleeveswererolledup

revealinghistonedandmuscledforearms.

Sheswallowedabit.Sheneedstoapologise.

Maduo:morning(smalltimidvoice)

Reba:morning..getready.Wehaveaceremony

togetthroughtoday.

Maduo:shit!

Reba:excuseme?

Maduo:yoh..sorry..Ihadtotallyforgottenabout

it.

Shegotoutofbedandshelookedaroundthe

room.Shesawthebagandshebentdownas

shetookouthernecessities,totallyforgetting

thattheshirtexposedhersmoothlegs.



Sheheadedtothebathroom whereshequickly

gotridoftheshirtandherundergarments.She

wascarefultoremovethering.

Rebasatonthebedashetookouthisphoneto

checkhisemails.Heheardtheshowerrunning

andheswallowed.Hehadn'thadagoodfuckin

alongtime.Hewillrectifythatverysoon.He

thoughttohimself.

Onceshewasdoneshelookedatherfaceon

thefoggymirror,sheputherringon.Kindof

weirdbutthatwasherfate.Notexactlysadbut

itwasweirdthat'sforsure.

Shehopedthemakeupdidn'truinherface.This

wasthefirstandlasttimeshewasgoingto

sleepwithmakeuponherface.

Shewrappedatowelaroundherbodyandshe

crossedherfinger,hopingthatRebawasnotin



thwroom.

Shewalkedoutandshefoundhim.

Maduo:uhm..canIgetdressed?(makingweird

handgestures)

Reba:Sure..thenyoucanjoinusatthebreakfast

table.

Maduo:okay.Thankyou.

HewalkedoutandMaduobreathedinasignof

relief.

Shequicklygotready.Shemustbe

embarrassinghim rightnowwiththewayshe

doesthings.Damnshe'smarriedintooneofthe

biggestandmkstrespectedfamiliesinthe

country.

Onceshewasdoneshewalkedoutholdingher

phone.Shegottothediningroom andshe

foundeveryonethere.

MmaKgosi:Morning..



Maduo:Dumelangma..dumelang.

Shesaidturningtogreeteveryonebythetable.

Florence:morningmychild.Howwasyournight?

SheawkwardlylookedatRebawholookedjust

plainbored.Howwashernightsupposedtobe?

Maduo:Itwasgood.Thankyou.

Kgosi:That'sgood.Thefamilyhealerwillbe

hereinanhoursolet'salleat.

Evryonestartedtodiginandjnafew

minutes,thechattingbegan.

ShewassittednexttoRebawhowassilently

eatinghisbreakfast.

Reba:TheplansforopeningtheJwaneng

branchareunderway.Thebuildersareonsite.

Kgosi:Good.Wearegoingtoneedsomeoneto

headthatbranch.

KgosisaidashelookedatTyler,Rebalookedat



Tylerandhelookedathisgrandfather.

Kgosi:wellthefinaldecisionliesinRebabedi's

handssinceheistheoneheadingthecompany.

Reba:Well..ifyouwerethinkingofTylerthenhe

shouldhandinhisdocuments.

Tyler:okay.

Maddykeptquietassheateherfood.Sasha

lookedatMaddythenReba.Whywasshesilent?

Wellshewasusedtohertalkingawholelotand

hersilencdatthebreakfasttablesurprisedher.

WhatdidRebadotothepoorchild?

OnceMaduowasfinishedeatingshewaitedfor

everyonetofinishtheirfood.

Oncetheyweredoneshestoodupandstarted

clearingtheplates.

MmaKgosi:Youdon'thavetodothat..



Maduo:Iwanttoma..

Shesaidwithasmileassheheldsomeofthe

platesinherhandsandnavigatedherwayto

thekitchen.

Sheplacedthem insidethesinkandwenttoget

therest.

Oncethetablewasclearedshecamebackwith

aclothtowipethediningtablecleanwhile

everyonedispersed.

Rebastayedasheobservedher.

Shelookedathim beforesheheadedtothe

kitchen.Sheneededtogethermindbackon

trackandshecanonlydothatwhensheisbusy.

Shefilledthesinkwithwaterandsherolledthe

sleevesofhercardiganback.

Shestarteddoingthedisheswhichsheknew

shewasn'tobligedtodoing.



Rebaslowlywalkedintothekitchenandleaned

againstthewall.Hewatchedthewayshewas

doingthedishes.Withprecision.

Maddyfelthiseyespiercingthroughherskin

andignoredit.Shewantedtothink,theplateshe

washoldingslippedandfellontotheceramic

Rebafrowned.Hewalkedtowardsherasshe

bentdowntotrytopickthebrokenpieces.

Maduo:ouch..haish..

Shesuckedonherpinkyfingerwhichwas

bleedingslightly.

Sheusedherotherhandtotryandpickupthe

brokenpiecesbutheheldherwrist.

Reba:tlogela..youshouldn'tevenbedoingthe

dishes.

Shetriedtopullherhandawaybuthisgrip

tightened,shewincedabit.

Maduo:It'sokay.Iwantedtodothedishes..(soft



voice)

Shelookedupathim withherwideeyesasher

heartskippedabeat.

Herealisedhewasholdingherwristabittoo

tight.Heletgoandsherubbedherwristabit.

Shelookedforthedustpanandshebentdown

togetridofthebrokenpieces.

Hesighedandwalkedout.Whatthehellwas

wrongwithhim?

Maduobreathedinandshewenttothrowthe

brokenpiecesinthetrashcan.

Sheresumedherdishwashing.Sherefelcted

onalotofthingsasshedidthat.

Bythetimeshewasdonesheknewwhatshe

wantedtodo.Shewalkedaroundthekitchen

andobservedwhereeverythingwas.Thiswas



waswhereherinlawslivedandwellshehadto

knowthekitchenatleast.

Shewalkedtothebedroom andshewastrying

toavoidRebaatallcosts.Shewasbeingtoo

muchandmaybeembarrassinghim.She

openedthedoorandshewasabithappythat

hewasn'tinside.Shesatonthebedasshe

waitedforthetraditionalhealertocome.

ThedooropenedandRebaclosedthedooras

heleanedagainstthedoor.

Reba:Maduo..

Shetimidlylookedathim.

Maduo:Rra?

Reba:ongaletseng?kegotsentseletsogo?(why

areyouupset?didIhityou?)

Reba:nnyaarra(nosir)

Reba:now?buakabonako(makeitfast)



Shelookedathim andhewasserious.

Maduobroughtherhandstogetherasshe

placedthem onwherlap.

Maduo:It'snothing..I'm okay.

Heraisedaskepticaleyebrowashelookedat

herasshestartedtwiddlingwithherthumbs

Reba:LookatmewhenIam talkingtoyou..

Shelookedathim andsighed.

Maduo:Honestlyit'snothing.Likereallyreally

nothing.Likenothing...

Shelookedathim thensighedagain.

Maduo:Gakebuemaakakana(Iam notlying)I

justdecidedtostayoutofyourway.IfeelasifI

am alreadyannoyingyouandstartingtokindof

embarassyouwithmyforwardness..

Rebasighed.

Reba:standupotlekwano.



Shestooduponherfeetandwalkedtohim.

Shestoodaninchawayfrom him andhis

strongcologneevelopedhersenses.She

sighedsoftlyasshelookedupathim then

lookeddown.

Reba:DidIsaytherewasanythingwrongwith

yourpersonalityMaduo?

Maduo:Nnyaarra..Ijustassumed..

Rebausedhisfingertoliftherheadup.

Reba:Stopassumingandask.Gotit?

Maduo:Eerra.

Reba:Good.Ihatehavingtoaskwhat'swrong.If

anythingiswrongyoutalk,rautlwanaMaduo?

Maduo:Eerra.

Reba:Wehavetogo.Thehealerishere.

Maduo:ooh..



Thatmeantthatherparentawerealreadyhere

andshehopedthatshewasdressedproperly.

Heopenedthedoorandshefollowedhim.All

thewaytowherehewasleadinghershewas

lookingathisbroadback.

Shedidn'tknowtheyhadthisroom inthehouse.

Shelefthershoesatthedoorandwalkedin

followingReba.

Herparents,motherinlaw,Hergrandparentsin

lawifshemaycallthem thatwerealready

inside.

Rebasatonthechairandshesatonthemat

thatwasbyhisfeet.Shekepthereyesonthe

ground.

Healer:Wecanbegin.

Hebeganwithsayingalotof

enchantments,onesofwhichshedidn't

understandathing.Thenheburnedincense

andshehadtostopherselffrom coughing.



Healer:Well..sheistheone..

Kgosi:Good.Wehopedthatitwasn'tamistake.

Healer:Theancestorsnevermakeamistake.

Everyonekeptquietasthehealerlookedat

Maduo.

Rebabenthisheadabitandwhisperedinher

ear.

Reba:Lookup.Heislookingatyou.

Shelookedupandthehealerstartedwithhis

enchantmentsagain.

Healer:Sheishischosen...youmadeamistake..

Theylookedamongthemselves.

Healer:Shewassupposedtohavemethim

whenshewasyounger,youngerthanten...that

wasthebiggestmistakeyoumadeandthat

angeredtheancestors.Thatledtotheevents

thattookplaceinbothfamilies.



Precious'seyeswidened.

Precious:Wha..

Sheshutup..

Healer:Themiscarriages..youdisobeyedtheir

orders..shewassupposedtobelong

introduced..thedeathofyourson(lookingat

Kgosi)andhisabduction(lookingatReba)The

ancestorswereveryangry.Shewassupposed

tobeintroduced..sheistheirvessel.

NowMaduo'seyeswidened.Vessel?Whatthe

hell?

Healer:RememberthattheKgosilineagehad

healers..sheissupposedtobirthone..

Maduo:thef...

Shequicklyshutup.Okay.Thiswasbig.Reba

lookedatthehealer.Thisismorethanjustthe

Kgosiheir.Theyareretsartingthetraditionthat

hadlongbeenlostthroughoutthegeneration.



Thiswasbasicallystartingthetraditionfrom

scratch.

Healer:Furthermoreshe..(pointingat

Maduo)Sheistheonlyonethatcantame

him(pointingatReba)Theircombinationisthat

oneofasacrficiallambandabeast..butthe

catchisthatthebeastwon'tdevourthelamb..

Everyonewasstupefiedbytherevelations.This

wasmichbiggerthanwhattheyexpected.

Healer:AllinallthislittlegirlisHis.Basicallyhe

ownsherbecauseofthebloodthatruns

throughhisveinsandthedominanceinhim.

Shehasalwaysbeenhisfrom themomentof

herconception.Well..byeveningwearestarting

theceremony.Weneedawhitecowforthe

ceremony.Thatisallfornow.

Withthatbeingsaid,Kgosislowlystoodup.

FlorenceandMmaKgosialsostoodup.They

walkedoutoftheroom stillinshock.Precious



hadrunoutofwords.Thabisohadnothingto

say.Wow!

Theybothstoodupandleft.OnlyMaduoand

Rebaremainedintheroom.

Thehealerlaughed.

Healer:SheisyourchosenRebabediandthere

isnothingyoucandoaboutit.Theancestors

havebeendefiedandit'senoughdon'tyouthink?

Youtwogo..westillhavetodotheceremony

laterthisevening.

RebastoodupandhelpedMaduostandup.

Heheldhersmallhandastheywalkedoutof

theroom.Maduocoukdfeelherkneesshaking.

Infactshecouldfeelthesmalltremors.

Okay..itwasnormal.

Shetriedtobreath.Dammititwasnotnormal.

Therewasnothingnormalaboutthis.

Rebanoticedhowshewasslightlyshakingand



hepickedherup,heheldherinhisarmsandshe

feltsmallinhisarms.

Reba:Fuck!Maduobreath..
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Reba:Fuck!Maduobreath..

Hejustcarriedherallthewaytothebedroom.

Shewasn'tbreathingproperly.Heplacedheron

thebedandbentinfrontofher.

Reba:Trytobreath..breathinandout..

Shetriedtoimitatehim butherbreathcaughtin

herthroatandshegaspedforair.

Reba:Maduo..breathe..

Shedeeplytriedtobreathinandout.

Reba:Okay.You'redoinggood.

Shecontinuedtobreathinandouttillshecould

breathfine.

Reba:You'regoodnow?

Maddynoddedassheplacedherhandonher

chest.Wasthatapanicattackorwhat?The

revelationsweretoomuchforherandshejust

neededtoprocessitall.



Maduo:Th..thanks.

Henoddedandlookedather.Shewasstill

breathingwithhersmallhandoverherchest.

Reba:ShouldIbringyouaglassofwater?

Maduo:If..it..it'sfinewithyou..Tanki.

Hestoodupandwalkedout.

Sheplacedherhandsonhermouth.Thiswas

herfate...

Tearscloudedhervision.Ahealer?Shehadto

givebirthtoachildjustforhim orhertobethe

ancestor'smouthpiece.Thatwasbasically

givingherchildawaytobeusedbythe

ancestors.Thethoughtterrifiedher.

Herhandsshookslightlyasthemoreshe

thoughtaboutitthemoreitscaredher.

Maduo:(crying)gosh...



Shesobbedsilentlyandthedooropened.Reba

sawhercryingandhesighed.Hewalked

towardsthebedandplacedtheglassonthe

tablebythebedside.

Reba:Okaystandup.

Shedidasshesniffed.Hepulledhercloseand

huggedher.

Reba:Maduoit'sokay(soflty)

Shesniffedagainsthisbroadchest.Whatwas

okayaboutallofthis?

Reba:okay..just..justdon'tcrytlhemma..

Hegentlyrubbedherbackassheusedthe

sleevesofhercardigan.

Reba:Shh..

Shetriedtocalm downbutthinkingaboutitall

broughttearstohereyesandshesobbedsome

more.



Hejustkeptquietandrubbedherback.When

shewantstostopcryingshewill.

Maduojustbroughtherhandsaroundhim as

shecalmeddown.Sheshouldn'tthinkmuch

aboutthis.

Rebaplacedhischinontopofherheadand

theystoodlikethatforafewminutesbeforehe

brokethehugandusedhisthumbtolifther

chinup.

Reba:WhatdidIsaywedowhenyouhave

somethingbotheringyou?

Maduo:talk..

Reba:Didyoutalk?

Sheshookherhead.

Reba:Youknowwhattodo..

Maduolookedathim withtearsinhereyes.



Reba:ngng..Don'tcryagainMaduo.

Maduo:I..(lipsquivered)

Freshtearsdroppedonhercheeksand

Rebabedijusheldthebackofherheadashe

pulledherbackintohischestagakn.

Reba:talknow..

Maduo:I...just..thethought(sobbing)ofgiving

mychildupjustlikethat.

Reba:Whosaidwe'regivingourchildup?hmm...

Maduo:akeregasegore..likeheorshewillhave

togothroughtrainingatayoungagetofulfil

thecalling?andbasicallyjustgivingbirthtoa

childknowingthatheisnotexacltyyours?

Reba:Maduo?

Maduo:rra?

Reba:outlwanalegoitsenyastressakere?(you

lovestressingyourself?)



Maduo:nnyaa..

Reba:Stopoverthinking.Emisagolela(stop

crying)

Shenoddedagainsthischest.

Reba:Whateveryou'rethinking..we'llcrossthat

bridgewhenwegetthere.Good?

Shenodded.

Reba:Beagoodgirlandwipethosetearsaway.

Shemovedaninchawayfrom him andwiped

hertearsaway.

Shelookedathim withherreddisheyesandhe

rubbedherpinkishlowerlipwithhisthumb.He

loveditwhenagirlwasbeingobedientto

whateverhesaidandshedidn'tknowherdoing

exacltyashesaidwassuchamotherfucking

turnon.Hisdominantasswantedtotieherup

andhissadisticsidehadotherideasmuch

complexthanthat.Heshookhishead.Heis



goingtoscarethepoorchildaway.

Hechuckledashewalkedawyafrom herto

taketheglassofwater.

Maduocouldswearthatshesawlustinhis

eyesbutmaybeshewasjustseeingthings.She

neededtocalm down.

Shesatonthebedandhehandedhertheglass

ofwater.Shethankedhim andshedrankup.

Whenshewasdoneshehandedhim theglass.

Shehadnoideawhatwasexpectedofherfrom

theceremony.

Sheclearedherthroatandlookedathim.

Maduo:Uhm..whatisexpectedofme..Imean

fortheceremony?

Reba:Youjusthavetobepresentandhewilldo

therest.



Shenodded.

Reba:Rest..

Maduo:I'm stillokay.

Reba:Itwasn'tarequestMaduo..

Maduo:oooh....

Reba:Don'tlookatmelikethat..

Maduo:Likewhat?

Reba:eketeongadileandkegoiteile(likeyou're

upsetandIbeatyou)

Maduo'slookeddown.Shedidn'tevennotice

thatshewasdoingthat.

Maduo:nekesaitse..sorry(Iwasn'taware)

Henodded.

Reba:okay..rest..

Hewaitedtillshegotundercoversandfaced

theotherway.



Hewalkedoutoftheroom.

ImmediatelywhenthedoorclosedMaduo

squeezedhereyesshut.Sheforcedherselfnot

tothinkaboutitall.Hermotherlostallofthose

babies...

Freshtearsfelldownhercheeks.OhGod!!So

defyingtheancestorswasneveragoodthing.

Thecomplexityofthissituationbaffledher.

MeanwhileThabisocalmedPrecious.Shehad

criedallthewayhomeandshewasstillcrying.

Pecious:Ialwaysknewthatsomethingwas

wrong(crying)Itwasn'tnormalformetoloseso

manychildren..iyooo...

Herubbedherbackasshesobbed.Thiscame

asashockingrevelation.Allbecausetheydidn't

followtheancestors'instructionstheygot

punished.



HisphonerangandPreciouslookedupwithher

swolleneyes.

Shesawthecallerid.

Precious:answerher.

Thabisodidandplacedthephoneon

loudspeaker.

Miranda:(sobbing)I'm sorry..IknowIgot

punishedfordestroyingyourmarriage.God

knowsIam sosorry..

PreciousfrownedandlookedatThabisowho

wasalsopuzzled.

Miranda:Igavebirthyesterday..I..Itwasababy

boy..he..hediedafewminutesafterbirth.

AndMirandaburstintotearsagain.

Miranda:It'snotyourfault..j..justwantedtolet

youknow..bye.

ShequicklyhungupandPreciouscriedmore.



Precious:Iunderstandhowshefeels...nomatter

howmuchshewrongedme..nowomanis

supposedtogothroughallofthat..ohmy

word..gobotlhoko..

Thabiso:Iknow..

Precious:Canwegocheckuponher?Ican

imaginewhatsheisgoingthrough..

Thabiso:areyousure?Icangoalone..

Precious:I'm sure..

Thabiso:Okay..calm downandmaybeinanhour

wecangoandbebackintimefortheceremony.

Hesaidashekissedherforeheadandshe

nodded.

AtBobonongPrimaryhospital

AnhouraftershehadcalledThabiso,Miranda



wasstillstaringatthewhiteceiling.Shelosta

child.Herveryfirstbornandithurt.Ithurtsoso

much.

ThedooropenedandSaronawalkedinside.

Tearsblindedhervision.

Sarona:Ididn'tcomeheretofight.

Mirandajustnodded.

Saronajustwalkedtoherbedside.

Sarona:Iam sosorryforyourloss..

Mirandanoddedwithtearsinhereyes.Sarona

justhuggedherandthefloodgatesopened.

Miranda:Ithurtssomuchtlhemma...go

botlhoko..I..

Sarona:cryitout..grievethelittlebaby.Thebaby

didn'tdeservethis.

Miranda:Ithoughtsotoo...I..

Sarona:ssh..grieveMira..Miraletitout..



Mirandacriedastheheartachestartedagain

andthistimeitwasmuchworse.

ThedooopenedandinwalkedPreciousand

Thabiso.Shewasholdingballoonsandfood.

SaronalookedatPreciousabitconfused.

Sarona:Miraitsokay..you'regoingtobefine..

ShesaidasshebrokethehugandMiranda

wipedhertearsnodding.

Shelookedaroundtheroom andshesaw

PreciouswithThabiso.

Shesawthebabybumpandtheacheinher

chestworsenedthatshewon'tbeabletkhold

herbundleofjoyagain.

Precious:Iknowwhathappened.

Shesaidasshesatdown.

Precious:Regardlessofhowyouwronged

me,youdonotdeservetogothroughwhat

you'regoingthrough.Iwasactuallylooking



forwardtomybabyhavingaplaymatealmoat

hisage..

MirandalookedatPrecious.Howbigwasthis

woman'sheart?

Precious:IalsolostchildrenandIunderstand

thefeeling.Youstartaskingyourselfwhyand

youquestionyourwomanhood.

ThabisolookedatPreciousandheregretted

evercheatingonber.Shewassuchagood

womanandhedidn'tdeserveheratall.

Precious:AllIam sayingisthagitwillbe

well..thestorm neverlastsforeverandwith

timetheheartachewillease.Itwillhurtatfirst

seeingwomenpregnantandsomepushing

babytrolleys.

Shewipedthetearsthatfell.Sheremembered



thefeelingandhowsheloathedplaceswith

lotsofkidsbecauseshehadlostsomany.

Precious:Thenovertimeyouwillgetusedtoit..I

am sosorryforyourloss..

Preciousrubbedherhandsympathetically.

Mirandacouldhearthepaininhervoice.

Precious:don'tmindseeingme

pregnant..(crying)thisisthesixthpregnancy

eversinceIhadmyfirstbornandtheotherfive

didn'tsurvive..allofthem..soIunderstandyou

sowell..Iam sorry.Ibroughtfoodandsome

balloonstocheeryouup.YouwillhealMiranda.

Youarestillyoung.

Sasawasblown.SheknewPreciouswasgood

heartedbutthiswassomethingshehadn't

expectedfrom her.

Precious:Iam sosorry.Hopeyouhealandrise

from this.



Miranda:Thankyou.

Preciousnodded.

Thabiso:Iam sosorry..

Mirandanodded.

Precious:weshouldgiveyouspace...Sasa

hey..Thabisotlareye...

Theywalkedoutanditthenclicked.Thabiso

wasn'tpainedbythisbecausehewasusedto

losingchildren.Shecan'timaginelosingeach

andeveryoneofherpregnancies..thethought

ofthathappeninghurther.

Sarona:andsheisnotlying...sheisastrong

woman.

Mirandanoddedandwipedhertears.

AttheKgosihousehold



Maduogotoutofbed.Shefeltbetter.Rebabedi

wasnotintheroom andshewashungry.

Shecheckedthetimeonherphoneanditwas

waypastlunchtime.

Sheworehershoesandwalkedoutoftheroom.

Sheheadedstraighttothekitchenwhereshe

foundSashaandhermotherinlaw.

MmaKgosi:areyouokay?

Shenodded.

Maduo:fine..

MmaKgosi:okay..ifyou'renotfeelingwelljust

tellme.

Maduo:eemma.

ShewalkedoutandSashalookedather.

Sasha:Youshouldn'tbelookingthissad..letme

cheeryouupbeforetheceremony.

Maduo:No..it'sokay..Ijustcamehereforfood.



Sasha:Andyouaregoingtoheadtothe

bedroom tobealone?

Rebabediwalkedin.

Reba:Sashajustleaveheralone.

Sasha:Iwasjusttrynnacheermyfavourite

sisterinlawup.

Reba:andI'm suresheappreciatesit.

Sasha:Maduo..youknowwheretofindmelove

love.

WiththatSashawalkedoutofthwkitchen.

Reba:areyougood?

Maduo:Eerra.IthinkIfeelbetter.Dijodimo

microwave?

Henodded.

Shtookouttheplateandlookedatthefood.

Shesuddenlylostherappetite.Sheputthefood

back.



Rebajustlookedather.

Sheopenedthefridgeandpouredherselfa

glassofjuiceinstead.Shestillneededtowrap

hermindaroundtoday'srevelations.

Maduo:IthinkIam nothungryanymore.

Shesiadtimidlyasshedrankherjuice.

Reba:Youneedtheenergy.

Maduo:I..

Reba:DoIhavetofeedyounow?

Maduo:No..

Reba:theneat..atleasthalfofthefoodinthat

plateoraquarterofit.

Maduogiggled.

Reba:what?

Maduo:It'seitheryourwayorthehighway..I

understandMrKgosi..

Shesaidassheopenedthemicrowaveand



tooktheplate.

Shesatonthekitchenstool.

Maduo:Kaja..
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Maduoshiveredabitasthecoldwindblew

againstherskin.Theyweredone.Shewas

officiallyintroducedtotheancestorsasthe

Kgosibride.

RebagaveSashaalookandshesighed.She

wentinsidethehouseandwenttolookfora

fleeceblanket.

ShecamebackwithitandRebawrappedit

aroundMaduo.

Maduobroughtitclosertoherchest.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Shesaidasshelookedathim withasmile.

Reba:Gorest.

Shenoddedandwalkedawayintothehouse.

PreciousfollowedMaduointothehouse.

Precious:Maddy!



Sheturnedandsawhermother.

Precious:Babylet'stalk.

Maduosighedasshesatonthecouchnextto

hermother.

Precious:Howareyoufeelingaboutallofthis?

Maduo:Idon'tknowhowtofeelmama...likeall

ofthishappenedbecausetheancestorswere

angryandwhenIthinkofthepainyouwent

through.It'snotlikeIcouldn'thearyoucrying

sometimeswhenithitsyouthatyoulostso

manykids.

Preciousheldherhand.

Precious:Asyoualwayssay..itiswhatitis.So

thiatimeIhavehopethatwearefinallygoingto

meetyourlittlebrother.

Maduosmiled.

Maduo:Stillgonnabetherichsiblingandwhen

heisolderandhaskids,Iwillbetherichauntat



familyevents.

Preciousshookherheadlaughing.

Precious:wenamomadingkana.

Maduo:mamaItoldyou...Moneymakesthe

worldgoround..Imean..moneymama..

Precious:Howistheforexthinggoing?

Maduo:Reallywell..Iam makingrheright

investmentsandRebahasbeenhelpingme.

Precious:ofcourse,hedealswithmoney.

Maduo:andIswearhehasamidastouchwhen

itcomestothemoney...somamawenajust

relaxandletyourrichdaughterspoilyouto

pieces.

Precious:Ican'twait..you'regoodbabygirl?

Maduo:IthinkIam.Thebabyhastobeahealer

andthatiswhatworriesmethemost.



Precious:Iknowyouhaveneverbeenaboutall

ofthat.

Maduo:ofcoursemamabutwellknowingthat

thereareentitiesthatcontrolsomeofthe

thingswego.Ancestorstobespecific,Ihaveno

choicebuttofollowtheirwishes.

Precious:Thereisnothingwecando.

ShenoddedandPreciousgaveheralookand

Maduolaughedsoftly.

Maduo:mamawhyareyoulookingatmelike

that?

Precious:(laughing)OkayIknewyouweregonna

getmarriedbutthethoughtofmyonlydaughter

havingsex.

Maduolaughedoutloud

Maduo:hooomagod!!mama..noo..mama!!

Precious:what?it'sinevitableakere..

Maduo:But...ahhmama..Iknowwehadthesex



talkwhenIwasstartingJuniorhighbutaah..

Precious:Youknowgoretheauntsalsotalked

abouttheissuewhenyouwerebeingadvised.

Maduo:ee...butbrooothesubjectisawkward

nowthatIam actuallymarried.

Precious:well...outwithit..

Maduo:mamaIswearnothinghashappened.

KeoreIcan'timagine...nomarn!!

Precious:that'swhattheyallsay..don't

disrespectuswhenyouhavefinallytastedsex

andstartthinkingweareagemates.Nkago

betsathata..

Maduo:Iwouldnever.Youknowmeandyouare

likethis

Precious:andthefactthatyoutalkalotbutthis

lastadvice..neverever.Imeanever..don'ttell

yourfriendsaboutwhatgoesoninthebedroom

withyouandyourhusband.Manywomenhave



criedandwealwaysseethem onFacebook

cryingsayingtheirmanwasstolenbytheirso

calledbestfriends.Akeretheytoldthem

everythingandboom..thekingdom isin

shambles.

Maduo:okaymama.

Precious:Haveyouappliedforschool?

Maduo:Ihavelongdoneandjustthatthingsgot

hecticandIforgottotellyou.Theyresponded.I

havebeenadmittedforBachelorOfFinance..

Precious:Iknewit..Iknewit..Whenitcomesto

money..

Maduo:Stillgonnasaythis..moneymakes

thebmoneygoround.Iwillcomepacksomeof

myclothestomorrow.Todayhasbeenhectic.

Precious:okaybaby.Wellletmeletyougo.Me

andyourdadloveyou.

Maduo:AndIloveyouguysmore.You'rethe



bestparentsagirlcanaskfor.

Precious:andyoumadeiteasyforus.

Preciouskissedherforeheadandstoodup

slowly.Maduolookedathermother'sround

belly.Shewillbelookinglikethatsomeday.

Lifeneh!

MeanwhileoutsideKgositalkedtoThabiso.

Kgosi:alliswellnow.

Thabiso:Itis.JustknowthatIwillkillRebabedi

ifhehurtsmybabygirl.

Kgosi:(laughing)Okay.

ThabisochuckledasPreciouswalkedtothem.

Thabiso:wehavetogo.

Kgosi:ofcourse.

WiththatKgosinoddedlookingatPreciousand

hewalkedtowhereRebawasstanding.



Kgosi:Nowthatit'sallsaidanddone,youdo

knowwhatshouldbedone.

Reba:ntatemogolobathong..wejustgotmarried

andweknowtheancestorssaidit'smeantto

bebutthisthingismovingabittoofast.

Kgosi:Justsayingitasitis.

Reba:wellwhenitcomestothisone,Iwon'tbe

bulldozedbyyouoldman.

Kgosicouldseethathedidn'twanttobudge.

Kgosi:twoyears..

Reba:retlabona..excuseme.

Withthathewalkedawayandheadedtothe

house.

Hewalkedtillhereachedthebedroom.

Heheldthedoorknobforafewsecondsbefore

heopenedthedoor.



Heheardthewaterrunningandhegroaned.

Damnhisthoughts.Hewaswrappinghishead

aroundthefactthattheyareactuallymarried

andsheiswearinghisringonherfinger.

Helookedatthegoldbandonhisringfinger.

Thisisgoingtobeonehellofalongroad.

Maduowalkedoutofthebathroom withatowel

wrappedaroundher.

Maduo:uhm..hi.(laughingnervously)

Shedidn'tknowwhethertochasehim outor

justgetdressedinfrontofhim.

Rebaputhishandsinhispocketstotryand

hidetheerection.Thedroughtwasgettingto

him andcurrentlyallhewasthinkingofwasone

hellofagoodfuckingsession.Andhecould

definitelyuseone.Butnothere.Notinhis

grandfather'shouse.



Maduo:thisisweird..Idon'tknowifIshouldask

youtogivemespaceor..

Sheheldontothetoweltightlyasshelookedat

him.

Reba:You'llgetusedtoit.

Maduo'seyeswidened.Soshewilljusthaveto

getdressedinfrontofhim.Awkward.

Maduo:Ooh..

Atthehospital

Mirandareflecteddeeplyasshereplayedthe

eventsthattookplaceinherlife.

Shesighed.Shedidn'thaveanymoretearsleft

tocry.Sasawalkedinsidetheroom andlooked

atMiranda.

Sarona:ShouldItellthefamily?



Miranda:Iguess.Iwanttogohome.Thereis

nothingleftformehere.Maybestartafresh.

Sarona:That'sagoodstepintherightdirection.

Miranda:Iknow.Iaskedforthem tocremate

him andgivemetheashes.Iknowitsunheard

ofbutIwantedthat.

Sarona:Asyouwish.Itisyourdecisionatthe

endoftheday.

Miranda:Yeah..thankyou.IknowIdisappointed

youbydatingamarriedmanknowingly.

Sarona:It'sallinthepastMira..whatmatters

nowismovingforwardlove.

Saronahuggedher.

Sarona:Findyourselfagain.Doyouagainand

moveon.Youlearntalessonandthebabyboy

enehewasn'tsupposedtodiebutfatehas

differentplansforallofus.

Miranda:Iknow..Iwilltry.



AttheKgosihousehold

Maduojustawkwardlyloookedathim.She

couldn'tbringherselftolettingthetowelfall

andRebawasjustlookingather.Hewasher

husbandbutdamnthethoughtofbeingnaked

infrontofhim justmadeherfeelshyandweird.

Rebasighedandwalkedtoher.Fuckthis.

Heheldherhandsanddroppedthem.

Reba:Letme..Fuck..(underhisbreath)

Heheldthetowelandheunwrappeditandletit

fall.

Hebreathedabit.Hedidn'twanttolookdown

becausehemightlosecontrolandhenever

losescontrol.



Maduolookeddown.Awkward.Hewasseeing

herjustlikethat.Heliftedherheadupandhe

bithislowerlip.Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!

Heloweredhisheadastheirforeheadstouched.

Reba:Fuck..thisfeelswrongyetright..

Herpinktonguedartedouttowetherlips.

Thewayhewaslookingathermadeherfeel

somekindofway.Hebroughthislipstohers

andshefrozebeforeshefelthisbighands

squeezingherwaistandshegaveinand

followedhislead.
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Thewayhewaslookingathermadeherfeel

somekindofway.Hebroughthislipstohers

andshefrozebeforeshefelthisbighands

squeezingherwaistandshegaveinand

followedhislead.

Hertoescurledonthecarpetashepulledher

closertohisrocksolidbody.

Hebrokethekissandherpinklipspartedas

sheopenedhereyes.

Hesighedasheusedhisthumbtorubher



lowerlip.

Reba:Damn..Thisisnotthetimenorplace..

Hesaidregrettably.

Helethergoandshelookedupathim.

Hewalkedoutasheputhishandsinhis

pockets.

Maduosighedasshepickedupthetowel.She

threwitonthebedasshetookouther

underwearandpyjamas.

Shepausedandtouchedherlips.Hekissedher

likethat.Hedidn'tevenaskanything,hejust

tookitlikethat.Shewon'tlieandsayshedidn't

enjoythefeelofhislipsagainsthersbuthis

laststatementjusttoldherthatiftheyweren't

here,justlikethat.Hervirginitywouldbegone.

Shegotdressedandgotundercovers.

Shetookherphoneandshewentthroughher



galleryasshechosewhichpicturetoposton

Facebook.

Shebitherlowerlipasshethoughtofchanging

hermaidenname.Sheshookherhead.Itwas

tooearlyanditmightmakeherlooktoo

forward.

Shewentonlineasshepostedthepicturethat

wassnappedbythemakeupartistyesterday.

SheposteditonFacebookandInstagram.

Shewasfriendswithhim onFacebookandhe

neverevercommentedonanything.Notevena

reaction.Shebitherlowerlipasshesawhim

online.Shesenthim amessageviaFacebook.

Maduo:Whatjusttookplaceafewminutesago?

Shewaited.HerphonebeepedasMessenger

reportedthemessage.Heresponded.



Reba:whatdoyouthinkhappened?

Sheimaginedhim sayingthatwiththatdeep

voiceofhisandlookingallserious.

Maduo:Idunno..youtellme

Reba: mxm..oirakabomo..

Sheblushedaloneintheroom asshetexted

back.

Maduo:Iam not..tellmeReba.

Reba:Rebakemang?Wantlwaelaakere

Maduo?(WhoisReba?Areyoudisrespectingme

Maduo?)

Shegiggledalone.Shecouldseriouslypicture

him sayingallthatstraighttoherface.

Maduo:Nnyaarra...Iwasjustasking?

Reba:Doyouwantarepeat?

Maduo:maybe..

Reba:I'm coming..



Shesmiledandsheputherphonedown.True

tohiswordthedooropenedandhewalked

insidetheroom.

Shegiggledasshecoveredherselfwiththe

blankets.

Hereallywashere..Damn!

Herheartstoppedbeatingassheheardhis

heartyanddeeplaughter.Wait...Hewas

laughing.

Reba:Andyoucalledmeforthis..kanaotla

swabaMaduo(laughing)

Sheremovedtheblanketsandlookedathim.

Thewayhiseyescrinkledatthecornerswhen

helaughedwasabitmagicalandshewas

enchanted.

Maduo:Isaidmaybe..

Reba:mxm..

Hewalkedintothebathroom andshelaughed.



Rebawaslaughing.

Hewalkedoutafewminuteslaterandhe

lookedatherbeforehelaughed.

Maduo:What?

Reba:KeorewantlwaelaandIcan'tdoshitasof

yettoputyouinline.

Shefrowned.Whatwasheonabout?

Reba:Don'tworryaboutit..wedon'twantyou

cryingagainnow..

Maduo:I'llpretendasifIdidn'thearthat.

Reba:okay.

Heremovedhisteeandshewasfacetoface

withthetattooonhisback.Shewantedtoask.

Maduo:Whendidyougetthatink?

Reba:WhenIwasinvarsity.

Maduo:That'salongtimeago.Ilikeit.Idunno



whybutIlikeit.

Reba:Thankyou.

Shewatchedhisbackmusclesflexasheundid

hisfly.

Hegotridofthetrousersandshesawhow

tonedhiswholebodywas.Histhighswere

just..okay.

Sheswallowedabitasheturnedandshe

wishedshewasn'tstuckinthissituation.

Reba:Iwon'tdoanythingtoyouMaduo..

Shenoddedassheshiftedtotheleftsideofthe

bedandhesatbytheedge.Silenceeneveloped

thewholeroom.

Maduo:So..wellit'sbeenkindofbusybutIjust

wantedtotellyouthatIhavebeenadmitted.

Reba:Varsity?

Maduo:ee...I'm goingtoUBandIdon'tknow

howeverythingisgoingtopanout.



Rebasighed.

Reba:Ihadalmostforgottenthatyouhave

school.Itisokay.

Maduo:Yeah.Ijustwantedtoletyouknow

aboutit.

Reba:whichcourse?

Maduo:BachelorofFinance..Ilikemakingthe

numberscrunch..

Heraisedaneyebrowandshelaughed.

Maduo:Ido...Moneyisveryessentialandyou

knowthat.Imeanyouaredealingwithmoney

andboydon'tyoumakeitrain..alsoonthe

subjectofmoney..

ShetookherphoneandwenttotheForexapp,

shegaveittohim.

Maduo:Thosearenycurrentreturns.Wellwith

yourhelpofcourse.



Henoddedreallyimpressed.

Reba:Good.Verygoodactually.

Hegaveherherphonefirstandtheirhands

brushed.

Shelaughedsoftly.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Reba:Wellyou'reafirstlearnerandifyouwant

tomakeyourownmoney,thenyougoforit.It

reallygetstiringwhenoneisn'tindependent

anddoesn'thaveastand.

Maduo:SoIam independent?

Reba:financiallyyes.Youdon'tneedamanto

giveyoumoneyforthings.

Maduo:meaningthatthisphonewasagiftright?

Sheaskedgrinning.

Reba:Kindof.

Maduo:settled.Itwasagiftandthankyouthank



youforit.

Reba:Welcome.

Maduo:thenhowisthiathinggonnawork?Like

Imeanyou'rebasedinFrancistownandIam

goingtoGaboroneinthreemonths.

Reba:Youarenotstayingoncampus.

Maduofrowned.Shewantedtorealkystayon

campusbutwellheknowswhatheissaying

anddoing.

Maduo:SoIrent?

Reba:Ihaveahousethatside..justneedto

restockonfood.

Maduo:Fairenough..Ijustwanttogetallofthis

clearedsointhenearfuturetherewon'tbeany

fights.



Reba:Understandable.

Maduo:SoIwillbetakingtaxis..visitingoncea

month?

Reba:Youwanttovisit?

Maduo:Ee...whyshouldn'tIbevisiting?

Reba:Ithoughtyouweregoingtofocuson

school.

Maduo:Well..Iam marriedanditisstartingto

sinkin.Notthebabybeingahealerpartbutthe

veryfactthatIam married.Young?Yesandit's

sogonnabeweirdwalkingaroundincampus

withthis..

Shesaidflashingherhandinfrontofhim.

Reba:That'smineisn'tit?

Hesmirkedandshejustgentlyhithischest.He

caughtherhandandpulledhertohim.

Hepickedherupandplacedherontopof

him,straddlinghim.



Reba:Maduowee?

Maduo:Rra?

Reba:Wabonagorekediraeng?(youseewhat

I'm doing?)

Shenodded.

Reba:Iam startingtoacceptthatIam stuck

withyouandIam averypossessiveman..I

don'twantanyshenanigansorelseotla

golahala..(orelseyou'llgethurt)

Shenodded.Hewasbeingserious.

Reba:AndIam averydominantman.Iam not

likeanyofthelittleboysyou'vemetandwhatI

saygoes..noquestionsasked.

Maduo:Eerra..

Reba:Good..Idon'twantittoseem asifIam a

badpersonwhenI'vetoldyouwhatIexpect.

Areweclear?



Maduo:Crystal.

Reba:AndIdon'twantanystorieskoUB

kwa..mogonnannanawaswabakana..

Sheswallowed.

Rebachuckleddarklyashekissedherneck

gently.

Reba:Iam nottryingtoscare..Justtellingyou

whatIexpectandwe'llbegood.Doyouwantua

tofight?

Maduo:Nnyaarra..

Reba:Good.You'rebeingsuchagoodgirlright

now...We'llbefineifyoujustdothat.

Independentyoumightbebutbabygirlinthe

bedroom setlhakogolelasamerautlwana

Maduo?

Herheartracedabit.

Maduo:Eerra.

Reba:Eveninthehouse..Idon'tneedyoutesting



mypatienceeachandeveryday.Youmightnot

likemeafterwards.

Hereyeswidenedasshenodded.Shewasin

forit.

Reba:DidItellyouthatyou'rebeingagoodgirl?

Maduo:(softvoice)Youdid.

Hebroughthislipsonhersandthistimeshe

respondedimmediately.Shewrappedherlegs

aroundhisbroadbackandhejustslippedhis

handsunderherpyjamatopandhishandsheld

hertinywaist.
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AttheKgosihousehold

Rebabrokethekissandlookedather.She

slowlyopenedhereyes.

Reba:I'm notgoingtodoanything.Relax,we're

stillingrandfather'shouseandtherearealotof

earsinthisplace.



Hishandswerestillunderherpyjamatop.

Reba:you'reavirgin?

Shenodded.

Helaughedsoflty.

Reba:okay.Isee.

Shesmiled.

Maduo:Okay..letmebehonest..Ihavenever

beenkissedbefore.

Reba:Iwasyourfirst?

Maduo:yep..

Reba:well..Ishouldteachyoumore..

HesaidwithasmileandMaduosworehewas

themostgorgeouscreatureonplanetearth

whenhesmiledather.

Hekissedherneckandshewiggledabit.



Maduo:nowittickles(giggling)okaystop..

Hestoppedandlookedather.

Maduo:Reba..nottryingtosounddisrespectful

oranything..

Shesaidasshelaughedandbroughtherhands

togetherinaprayingmotion.

Hechuckled.

Maduo:Wellsinceyoulaiddownyourground

rulesandIhearyou.ShouldIalsogocrazyifI

hearofany"shenanigans"?

Shesaidassheraisedaneyebrow.

Reba:Iguessit'sonlyfairsinceIexpectthe

samefrom you.

Maduo:Nowwe'regoodandKgosiyouhaven't

seenanythingyet(laughing)

Reba:Isthatathreat?

Maduo:No..justapromise..



Sheyawnedandstretchedherselfasshe

unwrappedherlegsfrom aroundhiswaist.

Maduo:sorryforthat..whenareweleaving?

Reba:Everythingisdone,maybeMonday?

Maduo:Mondaysoundsgood(yawning)

Reba:You'retired.Youshouldsleep.

Maduo:Iam not(yawning)

Reba:Youare.Sleep.Todayhasbeenhectic.

Maduo:ThenIdidgoodbybookingformyspa

treatment.

Reba:Spa?

Maduo:mmh..Bookedyesterday.Thesepast

fewmonthshavebeenhectic.Otlankisa?(you'll

takemethere?)

Reba:Youdon'tknowFrancistownthatmuchdo

you?



Maduo:No.IwasboardingatGaboroneandI

rarelycametoFrancistown.SoIguessIhaveto

learnthecity.

Reba:Okay.I'lltakeyouthere.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Shestretchedherhandsassheyawnedsome

more.

Reba:Gaobatlegorobala?(youdon'twantto

sleep?)

Maduo:ngng....kebatlagobua.Kamosoo

tsogaosasmilegoneha(Iwanttotalk.

Tomorrowyouwon'tbesmiling)

Rebachuckled.

Reba:okayMmaKgosi.

Shesmiled.

Maduo:MmaKgosi..soundsnice..whendidyou



discoverthatyouwanttodofinance?

Reba:Itwasn'tmuchofachoice..Iwasborninto

thefamilybusinesssoIhadtosothat.

Maduo:LeSashaisdoingFinance.

Reba:Itrunsinthefamily..

Maduo:Isee..(yawning)

Rebalookedathertryingtofightherfatigue.

Hereyesclosedthenopenedasshelookedat

him.

Maduo:noman...Iam sleeping(yawning)

Reba:okay..

Shejustplacedherheadonhischestand

yawnedsoflty.Sheclosedhereyes.

Rebachuckledasheheldher.Helookedather.

Shewasnotsoloudwhenshewasasleep.He

stoodupholdingher,walkedtohersideofthe

bedandgentlyplacedheronthebed.



Hecoveredherwiththeblanketsandhewent

toswitchoffthelights.

MeanwhileinSasha'sroom

ShelookedatTyler.

Sasha:Ty....Thisiswrong.Wecan'tpursuea

relationship.Nomatterhowmuch..

Tyler:IknowbuttellthattomyheartSasha.

Sasha:Iknowtheheartwantswhatitwantsbut

wecan'tbelikeSelenaGomezinthis...kanaall

we'regoingtobedoingisbringing

embarrassmenttothefamily.TyIloveyoubut

noonewillapprovethia..

Tyler:(sighing)IknowSash..Iknow..Sothisis

theend?

Sasha:Ithurtsmetodothisbutwhoknows

whatwillhappenifwedopursueone?Whatif

oirchildrenarecursedorsomething...



Tyler:Ihearyou..comehere.

Heopenedhisarmsforher.

Sasha:IloveyouTybutwecanneverbe..

Tyler:Wecanrunaway.

Sasha:mxm(laughing)ija...

Tyler:IloveyouSasha..

Sasha:Thisisgoodbye..

Shesaidassheplacedherheadonhischest.

Tyler:Iguessso.Itisstillgoingtotaketimefor

metogetoveryoj.

Sasha:You'lllivebigman.Thewomanwho

marriesyouisgonnabesodamnlucky.

Tyler:viceversa..

Sasha:onedaywewilllookbackandsmile.We

willseehowdelusionalwewe're.TrustmeTy.

Tyler:Ido.Let'shopewedon'tregretthis.



Sasha:wewon'tao....

Thetwolaughed.

AtRachel'shouse,Francistown

Racheldidn'twanttodoitbutapartofher

wantedtofindout.Nicoleendeduptellingher

thenameandshehadjustnoddednonchalantly.

ShetookherphoneandsearchedforaMaduo

Kgosionsocialmediabutshedidn'tfindher.

Maybeshewaslying.

Shesearchedagainandtherewasnosuch

person.ThereweremanyMaduosbutnoneof

them wasaKgosi.

Shedidn'twanttoadmititthatRebaleftamark

andshewasstillsingle.Shewaslookingfor

him ineverymanshemetandshedidn'tfind



him.Shehadoncetriedhisnumberbutshewas

blocked.Tragic.

Ifonlyshehadbehavedandnotcaughtfeelings.

Maybehewouldhavebeenthefirstpersonto

makeamoveonher.

Shesighedasshebithernail.

ShewenttoInstagram andsearchedthename

butnothing.Doesthispersonevenhavea

socialmediaaccount?

Shefrownedandputherphonedown.Canitbe

Fridayalready?

Thefollowingmorning

Maduoopenedoneeyebeforesheopenedthe

other.Herheadwasonhischest.Shedidn't

havetoaskherselfquestions.Shemovedher



headandlookedathim.Whenhewasasleephe

didn'tlookasscaryashealwaysdid.

Maduo:hewehewewhatIsaygoes(imitatinghis

voice)owai..

Shegiggledaloneandsheliftedherhead.He

wasstillasleep.Shegotoutofbedquietlyand

shetiptoedtothebathroom.

Sheopenedthefaucetandshewettedher

hands.Shecarefullycloseditandtiptoedtothe

bedroom.

Hewasstillasleep.Shesatontopofhim and

placedherwethandsonhischest.

Heopenedoneeyeandgroaned.

Reba:Maduooo!(halfshouting)

Hismorningvoicewasraspyandsexybutthat

wasnotthemainobjectivehere.

Maduo:Morning..tsogagophakelaMr.(wakeup

it'smorningMr)



Reba:kante..

Maduo:TsogaMrKgosi.OrshouldIcomewith

awholejugofwater?

Reba:walapisa(you'reirritating)

Maduo:Iknow..otsogileakere?(you'reawake?)

Reba:Eemma..

Shegotofhim andheadedtothebathroom.

Shestartedbrushingherteeth.

Hewalkedinsideandlookedather.

Reba:Wasthatnecessary?

Maduogurgledandspitthewaterintothesmall

sink.

Maduo:very..Elegoregaketsogilekeleoneke

gontshiwakemangboduto?(very..whowill

entertainmewhenI'm theonlyonewho's

awake?)



Shelookedatthemirrorgrinningassheranthe

brushacrossherpearlywhites.

Shespitagain.

Maduo:Yousee..you..Ihatehavingtobebored

evenifit'sjustseeingyoubeingallseriousas

youarerightnow..

Sheranherhandsthroughthewaterandshe

closedthetap.Shesqueezedherfacewash

ontoherhandsandshegentlyspreaditonher

face.

Maduo:Soyou'rejustgoingtolookatmelike

that?Nobiggie.

ShehummedandRebashookhishead.This

wasjustsomethingelse.

Hewalkedoutandshesmiled.Whenshewas

doneshefannedherfacewithherhandsforthe

watertodryoutfaster.Shewasfreshfornow.

Shewalkedintothebedroom andshefound



him sittedonthebedholdinghisphone.She

justwenttokisshim andshetookaholdofhis

phone.

Maduo:morning..andnophones..Ifit'sworkit

willhavetowaittilltomorrow,thankyou.

Shesaidasshebrokethekissandhisphonein

herhands.

Hesighed.Thisonewasjustwow.

Maduo:ToldyouI'm notregular.Soweare

goingtohavebreakfastandthenyouwillhave

tochauffeurmetoyourinlawsplacetogetthe

restofmystuffthenyah..we'regood.Thank

youKgosi.

ShesaidwithasmileandRebajusthadto

smile.Damnher.

Anhourlatershegotinsidehiscar.Thiswas

herfirsttimebeinginhiscaranditwasnice.



Maduo:Thankyou.

Hestartedthecarasshebuckledup.Shewas

holdingbothoftheirphonesinherhands.

Sheunlockedhersandsheplacedhisonher

lap.

Shestartedtakingpicturesofhishandonthe

steeringwheel.Shemadesurethegoldbandon

hisfingerwasvisible.Rebadidn'tsayanything.

Shetookafewselfiesandshesmiled.

Maduo:Nocomplaints?

Reba:Youareyourownperson.

Maduo:Okay..

ShejustpostedhercarselfieasheWhatsApp

statusandshefinallyopenedherFacebook.

Thecommentsandsharesunderherpicture

werewow.



Comment1: ♀

Comment2:Makoti

Bogosi:You'remarried?

Shereactedonallofthecommentsthoughthey

weremanyandsheignoredBogosi'scomment.

ShewenttohermessengerandfoundBogosi's

inbox.

Sherolledhereyes.Shewasusinganew

numbersohedidn'thaveherdials.

Bogosi:You'remarriedorthepictureis

deceivingme?

Maduotyped.

Maduo:Hi.Howhaveyoubeen?I'm goodtoo

Bogosithankyou

Shesentitandjustplacedherphonedown.She

glancedatRebawhohadhiseyesontheroad.



Rebaturnedandheparkedhiscarbythegate.

Reba:Wehavearrived.

Maduo:Thankyou..

Thebothgotoutofthecarandgotinsidethe

yard.

Maduoknockedonthedoor.Hermother

openedthedoorandsmiled.

Precious:ohyoucame..

Maduo:yesmama..dumelang.

Precious:hellomybaby.

Reba:Dumelang..

Precious:Hi,comeinyouguys.Unfortunately

yourdadisn'taround.Hewenttothefarm.

Maduo:It'sfinemom.Ijustcamehereforthe

clothes.

TheywalkedinsideandMaduoheadedstraight



toherroom withRebabedifollowingher.

Maduo:Don'tmindmyroom.It'sactuallygirlish

andwell...

Reba:Obuathata..

Maduo:Sorry..

Shestartedpackingherstuffintohersuitcases

andsheleftotherthings.Shewasstillher

parents'daughtersoit'snotliketheywillstop

beingherparents.

Inanhourshewasdonewithpackingherstuff

andshelookedatReba.

Reba:(sighing)Let'sgo.

Hetooktwoofhersuitcasesandsheheldthe

otherone.Theywalkedout.

.



.

UNEDITED

*

*

*

LIKE&COMMENT

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#50
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Rebaputthelastofthebagsinthebootandhe

closedit.

Maduo:well..well,thisisit.

Reba:Getinthecar..



Maduo:Letmegosaygoodbyefirst.

Shesaidasshewalkedaway.Sheheadedto

thehouseandhuggedSasha..

Maduo:Byee..

Shehuggedhermotherinlawwhohuggedher

back.

Maduo:Ratsamaya(we'releaving)

MmaKgosi:Wellwewillseeyouguysthere.

Maduo:Eemma.Gosiame.

ShesaidrespectfullytoFlorenceandKgosi.

Florence:Haveasafejourney.

Kgosi:besafekids.

Hesaidnoddingandshesmiled.

Maduo:KatsoandTylerbyee...

Shesaidasshewalkedtothedoor.

Everyonesmiled.Shewasjustabreathoffresh



airandtheyhadstartedtonoticeslight

changes.Rebawaschanginganditwasall

thankstothatlittlegirlwhohadjustwalkedout

ofthedoor.

Maduogotinsidethecarandshebuckledupas

shesatinthefront.

Sheopenedthebagofchipsandlookedathim.

Reba:Justspititout.

Maduo:Ididn'tsayanything..

Hestartedthecarandsheleanedbackasshe

ateherchips.Shelookedathim againandshe

smiled.

Thismanwashot.Shewasmarriedtohim?

Itwasallthankstohisancestors.Shestillhad

questions.Wellaspecificquestionandshe

wasn'tsurehewasgoingtoanswerher.Not



whilsttherelationshipwasstillnew.

Shetookherphoneandshewentontoher

WhatsApp.Shechangedherdpandput

Rebabedi'shandasthedp.

ShewenttoFacebookandsheignoredBogosi's

message.Hesoundedlikeajealousboyfriend

andyeahyeah,hewasherprom datebutshe

didn'tfeelhim inthatwayandshewon'tfeel

him inthatway.Shewasmarriednowandifit's

anythingshewouldn'twanttogetonMrKgosi's

badside.

Heneverreallyreactsonanythingsheposts.

Maduo:Whydon'tyoueverreactonanythingI

post?

Reba:Am Iforcedto?

Maduo:yes...hello..I'm yourwifeoryouwon'tbe



seeninpublicwithme?

Reba:Don'tbesilly..

Maduo:Well,Igotmyanswer.Ishouldstart

seeingthosecarereactionsonmypictures.

ThankyouKgosi.You'resuchasweetheart.

Reba:Areyoubeingsarcastic?

Maduo:No.Sowe'regonnastopontheway?

Reba:IthinkkoPhikwe..

Maduo:Good.Forfoodakere?

Reba:Yes..

Maduo:AndIgettochoose?(excited)

Reba:You'reexcitedaboutfood?

Maduo:Yes..no..Iwillbeseeninpublicwithyou..

Rebalookedatherbeforehelookedattheroad

ashedrove.



Reba:andthatisexciting?

Maduo:ofcoursedarling.ImeanyouandIboth

knowthatyou'rerarelyseenwithawomanin

public.

Reba:Haveyoubeenstalkingme?

Maduo:Kindof.That'snottheissuratthe

moment.

Reba:Youlooklikeakidwhohasjustbeen

handedcandyMaduo.

Maduo:Ishouldtakethatasacompliment.

Thankyou.

Shesmiledandlookedatherphone.

DazzlingSpa&BeautyTreatments

Rachelsmiledasherclientwalkedoutofthe

place.



Shegotleftthesparoom andheadedto

receptionwhereNicolewas.

Rachel:Isearchedheronallsocialmedia

platforms.

Nicole:Andshesaysshemovedonfrom the

guys..ithasbeenoverfivemonthsandyouare

stillhungupoverhim.

Rachel:Iknow,Iknow.Ithinkjustthefactthat

someonewhosharesthesamesurnameas

him iscomingherejustremindedmeofhim.

Nicole:Maybeitmightbehissister.

Rachel:MaybebuthissisterisSasha..thecourt

thingythattookplacemonthsback.

Nicole:Ohyah.Irememberher.Sheispretty.

Rachel:Mustbethegenes.

Nicole:YeahbutRachiemoveon.Don'tobsess

overhim.Hemust'veevenforgotaboutyou.As

Ihavealwaystoldyou,tohim itwasjustsex.To



youitwaslovebutyouknowbetter.

Rachel:Iguessbutstill...

Nicole:Donot!!Lethingogeez.Whatdoeshe

havethatothermendon'thave?

Rachel:Youhavenoidea..(giggling)

Nicole:Letmenotaskwhatyoumeanbythat.

Rachel:Youknowcausedaaammmmnn..Imean

youhatehim causeofhowhetreatedmebutif

hecanwalkinhererightnow,Iswearyouwill

feelyourclitthrobandwhenhespeaks..Father

God!Hewasspeciallydesigned,Iam tellingyou.

Nicole:(laughing)Haiyeee!Thiswhitechickstill

wantshim.

Rachel:Hissocialmediaisstillthesame.Posts

aprofilepictureandcoverphoteverynowand

then.Thennothing.

Nicole:Youstalkhim?

Rachel:Wearenotfriendsonsocialmediabut



hispostsarepublicsoherarelydoesanything

onSocialmediatobehonest.

Nicole:Letgo.Lethim go.You'regoingtostress

yourselfoutfornothingwhenheisnoteven

yours.

Rachel:Okay(sighing)

Shewenttothesparoom towaitforhernext

client.

Twohourslater

RebaparkedhiscarintheparkinglotasMaduo

inunbuckledherseatbelt.

Sheheldboththeirphonesinherhandasshe

gotoutofthecarfirst.Hegotoutandlocked

thecar.



Hegaveherhishandandshegladlytookit.

Maduo:See..thatwasn'tsobad.

Reba:let'sgo..buywhatyou'rebuying.

Maduo:Okay.PicknPay.IthinkIwillgetwhatI

want.

Shegavehim alook.

Maduo:Youdoknowyoudon'thavetopay.

Reba:Tlhemmaareye.(please,let'sjustgo)

Maduo:okay.Noneedtogetangry.

TheystartedwalkingandMaduotalkedallthe

waytothestore.Rebahadtoendurehertalking

nonestop.

SomeofthepeoplewhoknewRebawhere

shockedtoseehim walkwithMaduo.They

thennoticedtheringsontheirhandsandthey

askedthemselvesquestions.

Maduotookthebasketandhandedittohim.



Hetookitandshewalkedaheadofhim.She

hadsomuchenergytodayandhonestlyhe

didn'twanttodealwithit.

Maduopickedoutafewstuffassheputitin

thetrolley.

Whispersstartedaroundtheshop.

Woman:Shelooksfamiliar.

Woman2:Youseethatbeautifulgirlwhohada

facebeatdone..senesetrendamoFacebook

maloba?

Thewomanthennoddedasitclicked.

Woman2:Sheismarried?

Woman:Yousawletheattire..wellsheisacute

youngthing.

Ladyinblackdress:Verypretty.

TheywhisperedamongthemselvesasMaddy

keptonfillingthebasket.ShelookedatReba

andshejusthadtocontainhersmile.Hewas



alreadytiredofher.

Maduo:IthinkIam done.

Reba:Finally.

TheywalkedtothetillandMaduowasjust

behindhim.

Hetookouthiscardfortheladyatthetillto

swipe.Shedidn'tmissthewaythecashier

lookedathim andshejustdecidedtoignoreit.

Whentheyweredoneshelookedathim.He

tooktheplasticsandshewalkedbehindhim

withasmile.

Someoftheladiesattheshoplookedather

withenvywhilesomejustsmiled.Shewassuch

aprettygirl.

Maduo:Thatwasnothardyousee?(grinning)

Reba:mxm..

Maduo:Youwon'tbeangryatmeforever.Itis

whatitisandyouneedtoloosenup.



Shesaidassheheldhisarm withonehand.

Theygottothecarandheplacedtheplasticsat

thebackseat.Theybothgotinsidethecar.

Reba:Nostopsontheway.

Maduo:Cool..

Sheturnedandjustopenedoneplasticand

tookouttwobottlesofjuice.

Shehandedhim oneandsheopenedtheother

one.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Heparkedhiscarinthegarageandlookedat

thesleepingMaduo.Hewasfinallyhappythat

shewasasleep,shealwayshadsomethingto



say.

Hegotoutofthecarandwalkedtoherside.He

openedthedoorandheunbuckledherseatbelt.

Hepickedherupandwalkedinsidethehouse.

Heju21stheadedstraighttohisbedroom and

placedheronthebed.

Hehadtogettheluggagefrom thecarand

whenhehadgottenthelastofthebagshe

foundherstretchingherself.Shewasawake.

Maduo:Hiwhydidn'tyouwakemeup?

Reba:Youlookedlikeyouneededthesleep.

Maduo:Okay..

Shelookedaroundthoughtfully.Theplacewas

simpleandnice.Wellthebedroom shewasin

soshecan'texactlyjudgethewholehouse.

Reba:TomorrowIhaveworksoyouwillbeon

yourown.



Maduo:Okay.

Shesatupstraightasshelookedatthebags

andthepackingshehasttodo.Hehandedher

herphoneandshetookit.Thesedaysshewas

nolongerthatsocialexceptpostingapicture

hereandthere.

Shelookedathim beforesheunlockedher

phoneandwenttoFacebook.

Thenumberofnotificationsmadeherheart

skipabeat.

Sheopenedthem andshesawmoreshareson

herlastpicture.Shewenttothecommentsand

wellwell..

Sheputherphonedownandlookedathim.He

wasonhisandshesworethathemustbeon

Facebookthistime.

HeslidhisphoneinhispocketandMaduo

angledherheadtolookathim again.



Maduo:You'renotgoingtosayanything?

Reba:Peopletalkanditisnotaliethatyou're

mineisit?

Maduo:(smiling)ngng..

Reba:Whyareyousmiling?

Maduo:Nothing..

Hechuckledashewalkedoutandshewentto

Facebookagain.

Caption:SosheisMrsKgosi?

Comment1:Youlie..shelookssoyoung.

Shereadthecaptionunderhersharedpicture

andthecomments.Messengerreporteda

messageagainandshewenttoopenitonlyto

finsamessagefrom Bogosi.

Bogosi:Soyou'reactuallymarried?Toaman

olderthanyou?



Sheyawnedbored.

Maduo:Yesandyes?Doyouhaveaproblem

withthat?

Herepliedimmediately.

Bogosi:Ijusttheneverexpectedthat.Ithought

yousaidyouweren'tdoingrelationshipsand

werefocusingonschoolandboom you're

married.Andtoanolderguy.

Maduo:Itiswhatitis.It'snotlikewewere

actuallydating.

Bogosi:ButIhadhopeforusmaybeinfuture.

Maduolaughedalone.

Maduo:Thereisnous.Unfortunately.

Shesaidbeforesheputherphonedownand

rubbedhertemples.Shehastolearnhishouae

whichisherhousebutstillhishouse.



Shegotoutofbedandwalkedoutoftheroom.

Shelookedaroundandshehadtolikethis

place.Itwasmaleandshewasgoingtochange

itabit.

Shewalkedaroundtillshefoundthekitchen

andhewasinthekitchen.

Maduo:Doyouhaveapool?

Hecockedaneyebrow?

Reba:Wanttodrown.Again?

Maduo:Iwon'tdrownthistime..

Reba:Poolandbasketballcourt.

Maduo:Basketball?Youplaybasketball?

Reba:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Maduo:Likewhat?

Reba:likeyouhaveanideaandyouwantmeto

implementit..

Maduobrushedhim offwithherhand.



Maduo:Don'tthinkabout...wellyes.Idohavean

idea.

Reba:Iknewit.

Maduo:Whenyouhavetimewewillplay

together?

Reba:Knowhowtoshoot?

Maduo:Duh!Thisgirlknowsalotofthings..

Shesaidproudlyandgavehim acutesmileas

shebroughthisfingertogether.

Rebaplacedthebottleofwaterdown.

Reba:Comehere.

Sheobeyedandwenttohim.

Hetrappedheragainstthecounterandshe

liftedherheadtolookupathim.

Heheldherneckbeforehechuckled.

Reba:AndIhavetogoeasyonyou.

Hesaidashepeckedherpinklipsbeforeit



turnedintoafullblownkiss.Maduocrossedher

legstogetherashekissedher.Thiswas

definitelyaforeignfeelingshecouldgetusedto.

Afewdayslater

Shestoodinfrontofthemirrorasshetiedher

hairback.

Rebagrabbedthecarkeys.

Reba:Ready?

Maduo:Joinme?

Reba:kejasengwe?(WillIgetsomethingin

return?)

Maduo:Ae..justjoinme?

Reba:Ihaveameetingtogetto.

Maduo:Bummer.Iam done.

Shesaidasshetookherphoneandcard.



Shewalkedcloselybehindhim tilltheygotto

thegarage.Heunlockedthecarandtheyboth

gotinside.

Shebuckledupandsheleanedback

thoughtfullyagainstherseat.Shehadthought

thathervirginitywouldbegonebynowbutshe

wasstillsealed.Shedidn'thaveaproblem with

thatatallthoughjustthatshethoughtReba

wouldit.

Shesighedasshelookedathim.Shem she

wastestingthepoorguys.

Reba:DazzlingSpa&BeautyTreatments?

Maduo:Yes.

Hereversedoutoftheyardandshechecked

hersocialmedia.ThehypeofherbeingReba's

wifehaddieddownbecauseshedidn'texactly

confirm itnordenyitonsocialmedia.So

peopledidn'tknowwhich.

Shechangedherlastnameonallsocialmedia



accountsandsheputherphonedown.

ShelookedatReba,therewasjustsomething

abouthim thatmadeherwanttogoagainsthis

words.

Rebakeptondriving.Theplacesounded

familiarbuthebrusheditoff.Hejusthadto

dropheroffandhewillbeheadingtowork.

SilenceenvelopedthecarandMaduothistime

decidedtoremainquiet.

Aftersometimetheyarrivedatthespaand

Maduolookedathim.

Maduo:You'llpickmeup?

Reba:Howlongwillyoutake?

Maduo:Iam notsure..comebackintwohours..

Reba:Okay.

Hetippedherheadbackwardsashebaby



kissedhersoftlips.

Maduoblushedwhenhelookedatherafterthat

briefkiss.

Sheopenedthedoor.

Maduo:Byeandgoodluckwithyourmeeting.

Henoddedandshegotoutofthecar.She

watchedhim reverseanddriveoff.

Shewalkedinsidethebuildinganditlooked

cosy.Comfortable.

Sheplacedherhandsonthereceptiondeskand

smiledatthereceptionist.

Maduo:Goodmorning.

Nicole:Morning.HowmayDazzlingSpa&Beauty

Treatmentsbeofassistancemam?

Shehadtohideherconfusion.Shehadseen



herpicturetrendingonFacebookwith

speculationthatshemightbeRebabedi'swife

butwelltheyneverconfirmedit.

Maduo:Ibookedanappointmentlastweek.

Nicolebentdowntochecoherrecordsandshe

sawthediamondringonherringfinger.Whoa!

Nicole:Namemam?

Maduo:MaduoKgosi..IknowIdidn'tspecifythe

timeandallthatbutIcameasearlyaspossible.

Nicolelaughedabit.Shewaskindandher

smilewascontagious.

Maduo:CanIpayinadvance?Justbefore

anything?

Nicole:YesMsKgosi..

Maduo:Mrsdarling..

Shesaidasshetookoutherbankcardfrom

behindthephonecover.Nicoletookthecard

andheshowedherthepricesofwhatshewill



bedoingtoday.

Nicole:ofcourseMrsKgosi.

Shesmiledbeforeshelaughedsoflty.

Maduo:okaythatjustsoundsweird.Callme

Maduo.

Nicole:(laughing)yesmam

Sheswipedthecardonthemachineandgaveit

toMaduotoenterherpassword.

Afterthatshehandedher,hercardback.

Maduo:Thankyou..whereshouldIgo?

Nicole:Letmerakeyouthesparoom firstand

thenyouwilltheotherthingsafterthat?

Maduo:Soundsgood.Icoulduseagood

massage.Bathongkelapilegore.(Iam sotired)

NicolelaughedassheledMaduototheroom.

SheopeneditandfoundRachelthatside.

Rachelfrownedasitclickedthatthiswasthe



girlthatwasrumoredtobemarriedtoReba.

Shesawthediamondringonherfingerandher

worstfearswereconfirmed.Heleftherfora

teenager?Achild?Wow!

Shefakedasmile.

Rachel:Hi..

Maduo:Hey..

Nicole:Sheisourcliet..Ihavetomanthe

reception.

NicoleleftandcrossedherfingersthatRachel

won'tdoanythingcrazybecauseofher

obsessionoverReba.

Maduo:(laughednervously)WhatshouldIdo

next?Ihaveneverdonethiswholemassage

thingbefore.

Rachel:Walktothechangingroom thatsideand

wewillgetstartedonyourmassage.We're

startingwiththehotstones.



Maduo:okay.

MaduoheadedinthatdirectionandRachel

furiouslytookoutherphone.Shesearchedfora

MaduoKgosiandherworstfearswere

confirmed.

ItwasthatgirlwhowastrendingonFacebook

forherbeautifulweddingfacebeat.Shewas

massagingherex'swife?Shewantedto

stranglethatlittlegirl.Shegroanedassheslid

thephoneinthefrontpocketofherdarkblue

dress.

Shewalkedoutholdingherphoneandinthe

whitegown.

Rachel:Liehereonyourtummy.

MaduodidasshewasaskedandRachelslowly

peeledthegownawayexpectingtoseethose

marksfrom Reba.Hewasn'tintoaveragesex

butshesawnone.Justclearskin.

Sheputthetowelonherwaistasshetookoff



hergown.

Shegotheroilsandshepouredthem onher

back.

Rachel:Howlonghaveyoubeenmarried?Sorry

forsoundingtooforward,Ijustsawtheringon

yourfinger.

Maduochuckled.

Maduo:It'sokay.Wegotmarriedlastweek.

Rachel:Wow,that'snice..youlookyoyoungtobe

married?

Maduo:IknowbutIlovehim.Soaslongas

thereisthat,I'm good.

Rachel'stearschokedherassherubbedher

back.Shelovedhim?Awholeteenagerlovinga

manwhowaswayolderthanher.

Rachel:(clearingherthroat)Howdidyoutwo

meet?

Maduolaughedsofltyassherememberedthat



dayandhowembarassedsheactuallywas.

Maduo:Wemetlikethreeandaahalfmonths

agoathiscousin'sbirthday.

Rachelshookherheadasshelookeduptotry

toblinkawaythetears.Justlikethathemarried

theteenagerandshehadbeenwithhim and

hadneverbeenintroducedtohisfamily.

Wasn'tshegoodenoughforhim?Tosettlefora

teenandshehatedtoadmititthatshewas

pretty.

Rachel:Thatsoundscute..

Maduofrowned.Shecouldhearthehurtinher

voiceandsheaskedherselfwhythehellwas

shehurt?Shedidn'tknowher.

AnywayssherelaxedasherbodygotsomeTLC.

Anhourlatershewasdonewithhermassage

andshefeltthatflexibilityshealwaysloved.



Sheneededthat.

Shesmiledassheworethegown.

Maduo:Thankyouma,you'reactuallygood.

Rachel:Thanks.

Maduoandyouhaveprettyblueeyes.

Rachelcouldseethatthisyounggirlhadwent

toaprivateschooljustbythewayshespoke

butshewastookindthatitannoyedher.She

knewshewasannoyedbythefactthatthis

smallgirlhadmanagedtogetRebaandactually

gothim tocommit.

Shedidn'thaveanybruisesfrom bondageor

anythingofthatsortandshefeltsoused.

Maduowalkedtothesonaroom andshesat

downonthebenches.Thiswasniceandthe

factthatshewaspayingforallofthiswithher

ownmoneymadehersmile.Thenthenwhat



Rebasaidtoherthatnightclicked.Wheneverhe

usedhisauthoritativevoiceonhershehadno

choicebuttosubmitandwellmaybeafterthis

shewillheadtotown.Shemightgetlostbut

shewantstobuyafewthingsforherwardrobe.

Aftertenminutesshegotoutfeelingsofresh.

Shecouldliterallyfeelrejuvenatedandso

different.Maybesheshouldcomehereevery

month.

Afterwhatseemedlikeanhourandahalflater

Maduowasdone.Rebawasprobablywaiting

forher.

Shewalkedoutoftheroom toseeRachelbeing

heldbackbyNicoleandRebabedilookingather

withthatboredexpressionofhis.Whatthehell

wasgoingon?

Rachel:Youusedmeonlytomarrya



teenager?(crying)

Nicole:Rachelletitgo..

Rachel:LetmegoNicole..Iwanttohithim.I...

Nicole:calm down,you'recausingascene.

NicolelookedatRebaagainandwell,wellthe

manwasawomanmagnet.Shealsohadto

crossherlegswhenhewalkedinandspokein

thatdeepvoiceofhis.Hecommandedrespect

whereverhewasandRachelwasjustbeing

extra.

Reba:You'redone?

RebasaidashelookeddirectlyatMaduowho

noddedstillnotsureaboutwhat'sgoingon.

Maduo:What'sgoingonhere?

Rachel:andthelittlegirlhasthenervetoask

what'sgoingon?Urg..

Maduowaslost.



Maduo:kanteketlaarabiwasentle

bathong?(willyouanswermepolitely?)

Rachelwasfuriousandthefactthatheeven

wasn'tpayingattentiontoherirkedhermore.

Nicole:Racheljustletgodammit..shedid

nothingtoyou..

Rachel:Shetookhim.

ThistimeNicolehadtorollhereyes.

Maduosighed.Drama.

Maduo:Ihavenoideawhat'sgoingonhereand

whotookwhatbutwhateveritistakeit.

Rachel:Youtookmymanyoulittlewhore..acting

allinnocent.Youarebarelyoldeenoughtoget

marriedandyoushouldbefocusingonschool

insteadofchasingdick..

Maduoheldherchestinshock.

Maduo:Rebadidshejustcallmeawhore?nna

Reba?Nna?Waitselekgoanyanale,lentlwaela



matlakala..nxla..tlisadikeynnaketsamaye.

Sheclickedhertongue.Shehatedbeing

disrespectedbecauseshedidnothingwrong.

Shewalkedtohim andtookthecarkeysand

walkedoutofthebuilding.

RebalookedatRachelandsmiled.Nicolelet

Rachelgoandsheimmediatelyjumpedtotry

andhithischestbutheheldbothhandstightly

thatshewinced.Hewasstrongerthanherand

hisgripnherhandshurt.

Reba:Rachelwee..Whatthefuckwasthat?

Rachel:I.Istillloveyouandyoumarrieda

kid..shedoesn'tsatisfyyourneedslikeI

do..Rebalisten.

Rebachuckleddarkly.

Reba:whosaidIwantedyouagain?Dare

disrespectmywifeagainandIwill



motherfuckingkillyou.Don'ttestme.Itnever

endswellwithme.Nevereverinyourlifethink

you'reinthesameleagueasher..

RachelswallowedandNicolehadtostop

herselffrom fanningherselfwithherhands.

Thewayheputanendtohertantrum wasjust

hot.

Rachel:Okay..okay..Iwon'tspeaktoherlikethat.

Iwillevenapologisetoher.I'm sorryfor

crossingtheline.I'm sorry..just..justtakeme

back.(withtearsinhereyes)

Reba:Anddarepullthatstuntagain..

Heleftitatthatasheletherhandsgoandshe

movedbackwhilerubbingherwrists.

Nicole'smouthhungopen.DidRacheljustoffer

herselftohim?wait..shejustwantedtobea

sidedish?Thedickwasthatgood?Damn!!

Theywereluckythattodaywasnotashecticas

otherdaysorelseclientswouldhaveseenthe



sceneandtheywouldbetrendingonFacebook

thisexactmoment.

Rachel:Please..

RebaignoredherandlookedatNicole.

Reba:PutyourfriendonaleashbeforeIdo

somethingIwillregret.Thedisrespect!!

Rachelheldherbeatingheartasshelookedat

him walkout.

Nicolewasstillabitblowntosayanythingasof

yet.

RebagotintothecarandMaduorolledhereyes

assheleanedback.

Shejustpressedherphoneavoidinghim.He

startedthecarandreversedoutoftheparking

spot.

Reba:Maduo?



Shekeptquietandshewishedshehadcome

withherheadsets,shedidn'twanttoevensee

him breath.

Maduo:ondropekommolong(dropmebythe

mall)

Hedroveandjustwatchedherpretendtobe

angry.

Hedrovetothemallandparkedthecar.She

openedthedoorbutitwasstilllocked.

Maduo:lotlololalebatitlherra(unlockthedoor)

Rebachuckledashelookedather.

Reba:Maduowee?

Herheartskippedabeatwhensheheardthe

toneheusedtoaddressher.

Maduo:Rra?

Reba:Isaidwhenyouhavesomethingonyour

chestyoutalk,odiranggoneyana?(whatareyou

doingatthemoment?)



Maduo:agona(nothing)

Hegaveheralookandsheuncomfortably

shiftedinherseatassheheldherphoneinher

handsandlookeddown.

Reba:thatinnocencewon'tworkonme..ontseo

ntirelamakgakgaakerewenaMaduo?

Shebroughtherhandstogetheronherlapand

lookedupathim.

Maduo:I'm sorry(lowvoice)

Reba:Ican'thearyouMaddy..

Shehadtouseherhandstocoverherface

whenhecalledherMaddy.Anditwasforthe

firsttime.

Rebachortledashelookedatherblushing.

Maduo:Sorryfortherudeness..

Heliftedherheadupwithhisfingers.

Reba:IhopeIdon'thavetorepeatthisagain.



Maduo:Eerra..

Shejustlookedathim andshejustwantedto

sayyestohim oneverythingbecausetheway

helookedatherwasjustbeautiful.Shesmiled.

Maduo:Keore..IhatebeingdisrespectedcauseI

rarelyevertalkrudelytopeopleandifreletwo

mogowenakeengneasabue?

Reba:(laughing)NaarewapekaMaduo?

Maduo:Nnyaakeoreinsteadoftalkingtome

thatwayshecould'vemadeherpointor

complaintsheardasanthoge..

Reba:I'm sorryyougotdisrespectedlikethat..

Hesaidrubbingherchin.

Maduo:so..retwo?Imeanmogowena?

Reba:No..oone..SheisjustabitterSub..

Herheartskippedabeat.Sub?

Maduo:Sub?AsinSubmissive?



Henoddedandshejustlookedathim.

Reba:Iwon'thurtyou..(laughing)

Maduolaughedsoftly.

Maduo:Soke1helakamonwana?

Shesaidillustratingusingheronefinger.

Reba:Mmhmm..

Maduo:Iwasscaredthereforamoment.

Reba:oratagoitsenyastress(youlovestressing

yourselfout)

Maduoshruggedandsmiledlookingathim.

Maduo:Mrkgosiunlockthecar(soflty)

Hedidandshepeckedhislips.

Maduo:I'lltakeacabhome..

Reba:Doyouknowhowtogettherebyyourself?

Hecheckedthetimeandhehadtogobackto

theoffice.



Maduo:You'llsendthedirectionsandthedriver

willtakemethere.

Reba:Okay..Getout.

Maduo:(laughing)Andyou'rechasingmeout.

I'm leaving.

Shegotoutofthecarandshewatchedhim

driveoutoftheparkingspot.Shebitherlower

lip.Shedidn'tknowthisplacewellsoshewill

havetotryandlookfortheshopshewants.

ShewalkedaroundGalomallforsometillshe

foundtheshop.Shewalkedinsideandgrabbed

abasket.Shestarteddoinghershopping.She

willhavetofindanATM tocashoutafewpulas

sothatshecanpaythecabdriveraftersheis

done.

AtDazzlingSpa&BeautyTreatments



BythetimetheirlunchbreakhadcomeNicole

justhadtogetitoffherchest.

Nicole:Rachelthatwaswaytodesperate..you

hadtobeghim tomakeyouasidedish?

Rachel:Youwon'tunderstand.Ilovehim andI

betIcandoabetterjobthanateenager.

Nicole:areyouhearingyourselfrightnow?

Rachel!!!

Rachel:Youwon'tunderstand.Youhavenever

beeninlovebeforeNicole.

Nicole:Wow!Andthatsuddenlymakesyouthe

expert?

Rachel:Ihaveworktodo..

Shewalkedaway.

Nicole:Rachel!!Rachel!!(halfshoutingher)

Rachelignoredherandjustwalkedinsidethe



sparoom togatherherthoughts.

AttheMall

Maduo'sphonebeepedandshesawthe

directionsandthepasswordtothegateand

house.Sinceshearrivedhershewasjust

indoorssoshewasclueless.

Shesentathankyoutextandsheheldthebags

inherhands.Shehopedshedidn'tgooverboard

withhershoppingandbuyingstuff.Shewilltry

mostofitathomesothatisthat.

Shepausedandfrowned.Cabsaren'tfoundin

therank?ShesatdownbyMilkylaneandput

herbagsdownandcalledhim.Heansweredon

thethirdring.

Reba:Babygirlmakeitfast,Iam abitbusy..

Maduo:WellIdon'thaveanycabservices'



number.

Reba:CanIaskmyPAtosendittoyou?

Maduo:ofcourse..thankyou.

Reba:Sure.Bye.

HehungupandcalledWametotheoffice.

Wame:YoucalledformeSir?

Reba:Findacabcompanyoranythingofthat

sortandsendthenumbertothisnumber.Tell

heryou'remyPA.

RebajotteddownMaduo'snumberandhanded

ittoher.

Wame:OnitSir.

Shewalkedoutandwenttohersmallcubicle

deskandwentthroughthephonedirectoryand

noteddownafewtrustablecabcompanies.

Shesentthenumberstothenumbershewas



givenanddidtelltheladyshewashisPA.

Sherespondedimmediatelywitha'thanksa

milliontext'

Wamesmiledabit.Theladywaskind.Mustbe

hiswifebecauseeversincehecamebackshe

hadbeenseeingthegoldbandonhishand.

Plusrumourhaditthatthebeautifulgirlwho

wastrendingonFacebookwashiswifebut

neitherhadconfirmedit.Atthetimeherprofile

wassayingsingleandshewasusingadifferent

lastnamesoitwasjusthearsay..

Maduoorderedamilkshakeasshescrolled

throughherFacebook.Shesharedafewfunny

memesthenwentoffline.

Shebitherlipthissuddenchangeof

underwear..shewon'tlie..shewaswearinglace

occasionallybutthisoneiscompletelynew

territory.Thethingssheisgoingtodoather



youngage.

Sheclappedherhands.

Rebaparkedthecarinthegarageandwalked

insidethehouse.Shewasn'tinsidethehouse.

Hecouldsmellherperfumelingeringintheair

though.Heundidhistieashestartedchanging

clothes.

Heworehisgreysweatpantsandwalked

outsidetothepoolside.Hespottedherinthe

basketballcourt..

Maduoshotafewhoopsasshethrewafistin

theair.SheswayedherhipstoWorkbyRihanna

whichshewasplayingonherphone.

Rebagroanedashecreptupbehindherand

pickedherup.

Maduo:Putmedown(giggling)

Reba:Youlooksexyinmysweatpants..



Maduo:Thanks..

Hepuyherdownandshethrewhim theball..

Maduo:Yourturn..

Reba:AndifIwin?

Maduo:if..abigif..Iknowmygamebrother.

Hechuckledashethrewtheballandscored

from wherehewasstanding.

Maduo:Nofair..

Shesaidashehithischest..

Reba:CanIsealthedeal?

Maduo:mm..

Hethrustedhisfingersintoherweaveashe

pulledherinforasexykiss.

Reba:Didyouwearthatforme?

Maduo:Maybe..

Reba:Itworked..



Htippedherheadupashislipscoveredhers.

Reba:Wrapyourlegsaroundmywaist.

Shejumpedanddidso.Sheheldontohisbare

chestastheykissedinthemiddleofthe

basketballcourt.

Reba:Fuck!!

HesaidintothekissandMaduo'sbreathing

changed.

Shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneckashe

startedtowalktowardsthehouse.

Hishandsslippedunderhersweatpantsandhe

heldtheelasticofthethong..

Reba:Fuck!

Thedoorwasclosedandhejustplacedher

downandpinnedheragainsttheglassdoor.

Hebreathedintoherneck.

Reba:Iwanttotakeyouhardagainstthisdamn



doortilltheglassisabouttocrack..Fuck..

Maduobreathedasshelookedathim.Her

fingerstracedhisabsandsheknewshewas

gonefor.Thewayhelookedatherspoke

volumes.

Hekissedherlipsagainandsheresponded.

Hebrokethekissandplacedhisforeheadon

hers.

Reba:Ineverlosemyselfcontrollikethis..come

here..

Hepulledhertohim andshewrappedher

handsaroundhisneck..Hekissedherbeforehe

brokethekissandslidtheglassdooropen.He

pickedherupjustaseasilyashewouldpicka

dollandhewalkedtothebedroom holdingher.

Hegentlyplacedheronthebedand#EXPLICIT

.

.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Reba:Don'tworry..you'reresting.

Shenoddedashepushedherhairback.She

wasfinished.Hesmiledather.

Shetriedtosmilebutyoh..

Hecoveredherwiththeblanketsashewalked



tothebathroom.

Sheclosedhereyes.Herbodyhurt.Itwas

painfulandshedidn'tevendaretrytomoveher

thighs.Asforhernunuwell..thatwasjust

anotherstoryaltogether.Shereallyprayedthat

hedoesn'twantsexinthemorningoranytime

thisweek.

Hewalkedoutofthebathroom andhejustwent

underthecoverswithher.

Hegentlypulledhertohim andshefeltabitof

comfort.Shecomfortablylaidherheadonhis

chestandshewasgonewithsleep.

"Ng...ng..Esengmongwanake..Mobusengkale

kopa"(ng..ng..notonmychild..Bringhim

back,I'm beggingyou..")

Shecriedinhersleepasshekickedoffthe



blankets,hersmallfistshittingReba'sface.

Hewokeupandheldherhandsasshekicked

stillinhersleep.

"Bareyebabusengwanake..Ke..kebatla

ngwanake.."(tellthem tobringbackmychild..I..I

wantmychild)

Shewascryingasshekicked.

Reba:Maduo..

Hecalledhernametillshewokeup.Shelooked

athim withtearsinhereyes.

Reba:It'sadream.Comehere...

Hecuddledherasshesniffed.

Maduo:Itseemedsoreal.

Reba:Sleep.Sleep...it'sokay.

Sheclosedhereyesassleepcameagain.

Rebajustkepthiseyesopen.Whatifitwasn't



justadream?Heshookhisheadandjust

lookedathersleeping.

Heeventuallyclosedhiseyesasheslept.

Thefollowingmorning

Maduoopenedhereyesandshelookedaround

theroom.Shewasobviouslyaloneinbed.She

bitherlipasshethoughtaboutherdream.It

seemedsorealbutmaybethat'sjustwhatit

was.Adream.

Shetriedtomoveandshewinced.Ohno.Okay.

Shecangetoutofbed.Shetookitlikeabiggirl

lastnight,shecandothis.Shecandothis.

Shebreathedinandout.

Shemovedherotherlegandclosedhereyes.

Maduo:Bathong!!Rebaompolaile..(Rebakilled

me)

Shebitherlowerliphardandshestoodup



regardlessofthepain.

Maduo:Fuck!!Ngng..mothoyoompolaile(this

personhurtme)

Sheslowlywalkedtothebathroom.Shestood

infrontofthebathroom.Itwassosore.

Shelookedlikeamess.Witheyebagsandshe

justlookedhorrible.Sheneededawarm bath.

Rebawalkedinsidethebathroom andhewas

coveredinsweat.Helookedhot.Hemust've

beeninthegym room.

Reba:Whendidyouwakeup?

Maduo:Minutesago..

Reba:Yougood?

Shelookedathim astonished.Wasshegood?

Whatthehell?

Maduo:Iam notgoodKgosi..Youknowwhat



youdid..

Reba:That'swhyI'm askingseeingthatyou

wereabletogetoutofbed..

Maduo:Wawo!!

Wow!

Maduo:Andyoupromisedthatyouwouldbe

gentle..kanagorianagobotlhokoReba(it's

painfulReba)

Hechuckled.

Reba:(laughing)Babygirlthatwasmetryingto

begentleandyoushould'vestayedinbed..wa

ithonkgelakana(you'rehurtingyourself)

Shetriedtohithischestbutheheldherhnads

whilstlaughing.

Maduo:andyou'relaughingomphathotsene

wena(andyou'relaughingwhenyoutoreme

apart)



Reba:Forwhatit'sworthI'm sorryokay?

Hesaidasheletherhandsgoandgently

rubbedherchin.

Reba:ButthatpussyistoogoodandIam

temptedtotakeitagainbutyouwon'tletme

willyou?

Whatthehellwaswrongwiththisman?

Maduo:Noo!Rebawenaobatlago

mpolaya..(Rebayouwanttokillme)

Helaughedandshejustlookedathim.This

wasfunnytohim neh?

Reba:Sinceyoubroughtyournakedselfhere,let

meprepareabathforyou

Shelookedathim suspiciously.

Reba:IfIwantedtofuckyouMaduoIwouldn't

beaskingforyourpermission...

Shenoddedasheopenedthetapandwaited

forthebathtubtobefilledwithwarm water.



Hestoodbehindherasheopenedthecabinet.

Shewatchedashismusclesflexedandshe

wastemptedtolethim sexherbutshe

rememberedherswollennunuandthethought

disappearedimmediately.

Hepouredbathsaltsinsidethewater.

Reba:Wheredoesithurt?

Maduo:Mythighshurtandmycookieisburning

Kgosiandgenerallyeverywherehurts.

Reba:Clearlynotenoughifyouwereableto

walktothebathroom.

Maduo:ngng..GobotlhokoandIjustendured

thepainbywalkinghere..IthinkIneedtorest

hereandwhatdidyoumeanthatlastnightwas

youbeinggentle?

Reba:Exactlythat.

Hepickedherupandplacedherinsidethe

waterandthestingnearlymadeherwantto



jumpoutbutheheldher.

Reba:Relax...

Slowlysheadjustedandhelethergo.

Reba:Juststayinthewaterandrelax.Youwill

befine.

Heheadedtotheshowerandsheclosedher

eyes.

Sheopenedhereyeswhenshefeltapresence.

Hewaslookingather.Allfreshandshowered.

Asmuchasithurtnowbutthesexwas

wow..Thepleasurethatcamealongwithitand

inhisweirdwayhewastakingcareofher.

Hehelpedherstandupinthebathtubandhe

wrappedabigtowelaroundherashepicked

herup,carrryinghertotheroom..

Heplacedheronthebedandshepulledit

closedtoherchestasshewatchedhim head



intothebathroom,probablytodrainthewater.

Hecamebackandlookedather.Socuteand

innocent.Hechuckledtohimself.

Maduo:Soyou'regoingtodothecooking?

Reba:Areyoualreadyokay?

Shequicklyshookherhead.

Reba:Thoughtso...

Hecamewithherbodylotionandhepickedher

up.Hesatdownandplacedheronhislap.

Maduo:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Reba:Aftercareisimportantespeciallyafter

yourbodyhasbeenpushedtoit'slimits.Yours

isdifferentbecauseyouwereavirginbutallin

all,therearesomedayswhereyouwon'tbeable

tomoveatallandIhavetodoalotofthingsfor

you.Pobablygiveyouafewdaystobeokay..



Maduo:You'rescaringme.

Reba:Sorry..

Hepeeledthetoweloffandheappliedher

lotiononherarms.

Maduo:Iam stilllost..

Reba:You'llseebabygirl..Let'sjusttakeitone

stepatatime.

Maduo:Pleasetellme..soIcanatleastprepare

muself.

Reba:Soyoucanrefusewithwhat'smine?

Maduo:Iwon't.

Reba:Bolope...

Maduolaughedashegentlyappliedlotionon

herlegs.Hemassagedherthighsandhewas

good.

Reba:Iam intoBDSM..

Maduo:Wait...theChristianGreykindofthing?



Reba:Yes..but..knowwhatlet'sleaveitatthere..

Maduo:Youwon'thurtme?

Reba:No..

Hesaidashelotionstheotherlegand

massagedherthighs.

Reba:Areyouflexible?

Maduo:Yep...Yeah..

Reba:Ineedyoutostartdoingflexibility

exercises...

Maduo:Why?

Reba:Wedon'twantyoutostrainyourbody

whenIputyouincertainpositions..

Maduo:Wow..

Reba:Justbeagoodgirlforme..

Maduofrownedasshelookedathim.

Maduo:whathappensifIam abadgirl?



Reba:Let'sjustsayyouwon'twantmenearyou

afterthat.

Sheshiveredabitashestoppedlotioningher

andplacedheronthebed.

Reba:Wellwhatdoyouwanttowear?

Maduo:Anythingisfine.

Hetookouthermaxidressandthrewitinher

direction.

Reba:Willyoubeabletoslipthatdownyour

body?

Maduo:Icantry..

Shesaidasshetriedtodojustthat.

Reba:You'regood..shouldprobablytakeyouto

thelounge..

Maduo:Myunderwear?

Reba:Noyou'regood.Thatsweetlittlething

betweenyourlegsneedstobreath.It'sredand



swollen.

Hercheeksburned.

Reba:Stopblushing.

Hesaidashepickedherupandwalkedoutof

theroom.

Reba:Iam givingyoutodaytoheal..tomorrowI

am hittingit..

Maduo:Aaah..

Reba:Themomentyoustarttoadmitthat..that

littlepussyisminewe'llbegood..

Maduo:Soblunt..

Reba:It'strueandkanaMaduonkagobolayaga

okatsamayaophakisaeketekediscones(and

MaduoIwouldkillyouifyougiveitawayasif

it'sscones)

Shewantedtolaughbuthewasserious.

Maduo:Eerra..



Reba:Good.

Heplacedheronthecouch,handedherthe

remoteandcoveredherwiththefleece.

Sheswitchedbetweendifferentchannelsashe

walkedout.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduo:You'recheating..

Reba:JustadmititthatIam winning.Check

mate.

Maduo:Mxm..taagakentshaaboresimolola(I

mightremovethepiecesandwestartallover

again)

Reba:you'reasoreloser.Punintended.

Maduo:Ngng..

Shejustsweepedoffthechesspieceswithher

handsandlookedatRebasmirking.

Maduo:Wearestartingover.

Reba:Thisisthethirdroundandyoujustdon't

wanttoadmitdefeat.

Maduo:Wellyoucan'tbegoodateverything.

Reba:Webothknowyou'relosing.



Shehithim withoneofthepiecesasshe

startedarrangingthem inorderonthechess

board.

Maduo:WellthisoneroundIwillwinifnotitwill

beastillmate.

Reba:Okay.

Maduo:theancestorsarewithmeonthisone..

Sheblewaironherpieces.

Maduo:ngithivumanibooo...bavumabadimo.

Reba:(chuckling)dowhatyoumust.

Rebaarrangedhisandlookedather.

Reba:start.

Maduomovedthepawntwostepsforwardand

lookedathim ashemovedhispiece

Reba:Well..

Maduo:wellthisoneIcanfeelitinmybones.

Helookedather.Shewassoloud.



TheyplayedforafewminutesandMaduo

lookedathim frustrated.

Maduo:Fine..fine..youwinRreKgosi.

Reba:ongadile?(areyouupset?)

Maduo:Anothergame..cards..

Rebacockedaneyebrow.

Maduo:what?Ilearnthowtoplaycardswithmy

dad..

Reba:Ididn'tsayanything..

Maduolookedathim ashewenttogetthe

cards.WhoknewthatRebabedicanbesweet

too?Hemadebreakfastandlunchtoday.He

camewiththecardsandshelookedathim.He

wasshirtlessandthismanwasnotreallyafraid

toshowoffhisgreatphysique.

Maduo:Kgosi?



Reba:hmm?

Maduo:Well..

Shebroughtherhandstogetherandlookedat

him.

Maduo:Wedidn'tuseprotectionandImightfall

pregnantinthelongrun.

Reba:Iknow..

Maduo:IhaveschoolkaAugustandhowwill

beingpregnantsoearly(sighing)

Shejustpushedherhairbackasshelookedat

him.

Maduo:Areyouevenlisteningtome?

Reba:Iam..

Shesighedagainassheleanedagainstthe

sofaandlookedathim.

Maduo:Ican'taffordapregnancyrightatthis

moment.I..Kanaimagine..(sighingagain)



Rebasawhowitwasalreadystressingher.

Maduo:IcanusecontraceptivesbutIcan'tfall

pregnantatthemoment.Wejustgotmarried

andIam tryingtowrapmyheadaroundthis

babybeingahealerthingkeoreurg...plus

school..Iam literallyleftwith3monthstill

schoolandIhaveto..

Reba:Calm down.Ihearyou.

Maduo:ButIfeelasifyoudon'thearme..Idon't

wantababyasearlyasnow..HowwillItake

careofonewhenIam astudentmyself?

Shejustplacedherheadonthecouchasshe

lookedathim tryingtogaugehisreactionbut

nothing.

Hisfacedidn'trevealhisemotions.

Maduo:Ijustwantedustodiscussthisissue.I

knowthisismybodyandstufflikethatbut



you'retheehusbandandthefinaldecisionis

alwaysyours.

Silenceenvelopedtheroom.

Reba:whatareyousuggesting?

Maduo:TillIfinishschool?

Reba:Infiveyears?

Maduo:Mostprobably..

Reba:Ayear.

Hereyeswidened.Ayearwasbasicallyjust

nextyear.

Maduo:B-But..school?

Reba:Whosaidyou'regoingtodropout?

Maduo:SobasicallyIam goingtohaveachild

whilestillinschool?Howisthisgoingtopan

out?Imeanleavingababywhenheorsheis

stillyoung..

Reba:Itwillworkout.Somehow.



Maduo:Solikeayearfrom nowonwe'rehaving

ababy?

Reba:Seemslikeit.

Maduo:weird.Inevereversawmyselfasa

mother.

Reba:Never?

Maduo:Yes.Iwasprobablygoingtobethose

oneofthoserichauntsthatshowupatevents

withlotsofgifts.TobehonestIwasandstill

aboutchasingthebag.TotaRebakerata

madi..gakebatlegoyaka(TobehonestReba,I

lovemoney.Idon'twanttolie)

Shesaidasshelookedathim.Hesmiled.

Maduo:Youunderstandthemoneylanguageso

well..otlanthusadiassignment?(you'llhelpme

withassignments?)

Reba:Wherepossible..

Maduo:IalreadyhaveatutorbutRebawhatifI



am alreadypregnant?Abigwhatif?

Reba:Thenwetakecareofit?

Herheartskippedabeat.Hecanforceherto

killababy?

Maduo:takecareofitasinanabortion?

Reba:No..Iam notthatcruelbesidesthat'salso

mybloodMaduo.

Maduo:Sobasicallyitiswhatitis..

Hehandedherthecardsandsheshuffledthem.

AtMiranda'splace

Shewatchedasthetruckdriverloadedherstuff

inthetruck.

Driver:Isthisallofit?

Miranda:Yes..yes..



Shesighedasshelookedatthenowempty

house.

Shehadalotofmemoriesinthisveryhouse.

Sheclosedthedoorasshelockedtherented

house.

ShegotinsideSasa'scar.

Sarona:Good?

Miranda:Yeah..canyoutakemetheretogodrop

offthekeys?MaybeIwillfindsomethingbetter

koFrancistown.

Sarona:Havehope.Haveyoutalkedtothem

backhome?

Miranda:Yeah.Theyareprettyangrywithme

andauntyenewasinsultingme.

Sasasighedasshestartedthecar.She

reversedoutoftheyardfirstbeforethetruck

driverdid.

Shewaitedbythesideoftheroadandstared



drivingoncethetruckwasoutoftheyard.

Sarona:Butwhatmatterisafreshstart.

Mirandaleanedbackasshestartedthinking.A

freshstart.Hercuttinganddyeingherhairwas

partofthefreshstart.Shejustneededtostart

overandfindherselfagain.

ThedrivetotheSolomon'swasquietasbothof

theladiesweresilent.

WhentheyarrivedMirandabreathedin.

Miranda:GuessIhavetodothisonmyown.

ThankyouSasa.

SaronanoddedasMirandagotoutofthecar.

Mirandaopenedthegateandshesaw

Thabiso'scarsidebysidewithhiswife'scar.

Shesadlywalkedtothedoorwhereshe

knocked.

ThedoorwasopenedbyPrecious.Shesmileda



bitasshelookedatMiranda.

Precious:Hi..

Miranda:Uhm...hiii..Icametobringthehouse

keys.AndIapologizeforthehurtIcausedyou.

Preciouslookedather.

Precious:Iguessit'sinthepast...

ShetookthehousekeysandMirandaletouta

smallsmile.

Miranda:You'reagoodwomanandIhopeyou

forgiveme.

Precious:AsIsaid,it'sinthepast.

Miranda:Still..Uhm..Ihavetogo.Thankyouso

muchforyourkidnesslastweek.Iappreciateit

andIknowIalsocontributedinhurtingyouwith

theaim oftakingyourmanbutyou..(getting

teary)You'resuchagoodwomanandmaythe

Lordblessyoubecausewow..



Precious:It'sokay.Youcangodear.I'm good.

Mirandanoddedasshewalkedawayand

Preciouslookedatherwithasmile.Shewas

prettywithherblondefade..

Sheclosedthedoorandwenttoplacethekey

onthestand.

MirandagotinsidethecarandlookedatSarona.

Miranda:let'sdothis.Thischapterisclosedand

done.

Sarona:Nogoingback?

Miranda:Nocuz..God.GoalsandLove.

Sarona:wenamarn(laughing)

Mirandasmiled.

Miranda:Keserious.Nomorechasingafter

marriedmen.Ijustneedtofindmyself.

Sarona:Pleasedo..you'restill26forheaven's



sakeandthiswasamistakeyoumade.

Miranda:Neveragain.Ilearntmylesson.Maybe

itwasmykarma.

Sarona:Miranda..

Miranda:Itendtoseeitthatway.Preciousis

suchagoodwomanandshedidnothingtome

honestly.Ifeelsobadthoughshesaysshe

forgavemebutapartofmestillthinksthepain

shefeltcanneverreallybereversed.

Sarona:Letsgo.

Miranda:ToFrancistownngwaneso.

Sarona:Yes..

Thecardroveofffollowedbythetruck.

AtRebabedi'splace

Maduothrewthecardsaghim.



Maduo:Mr,you'recheating.

Reba:Youhatelosing?

Maduo:Yes..yes..urg..

Reba:Nwametsi..

Maduoglaredathim andhechuckled.

Maduo:Isthereanythingyou'renotgoodat?

Reba:Nope..

Maduo:soduko?

Reba:Watchtv

Maduo:I'llbeboredandbesidesyou'rekeeping

mecompany..

Reba:Youhatebeingbored?

Maduo:veerryy..Mondaythenit'sbackto

business.

Heraisedaneyebrow.

Maduo:themoneywon'tmakeitself.



Helaughed.

Reba:Bathongmadigaasie(themoneywon't

runaway)

Maduo:Saysthemanwithatruckloadofit.If

youcouldsayyouwantabrandnewcar,it

wouldbeherebyMondayright?

Reba:orTuesdaysinceitwillbebrandnewand

notsecondhand.

Maduo:Yousee?Youhavemoney.Iwantthat.

Reba:okay.

Helookedintohereyesandshebitherlowerlip.

Dammitshewasstillsore.

Hetiltedherheadupandkissedherpinklips.

Reba:Stoplookingatmelikethat,I'm tryingto

controlmyselfhere.

Hesaidinbetweenthekiss.Shejustplacedher

handsonhischestasshemoanedinbetween

thekiss.



Reba:Fuuck!!

Hegentlypickedherupandplacedheronthe

couchwithhim ontopofher.

Maduowrappedherhandsaroundhisneckto

pullhim closertoher.Hetookoffherdressand
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Hewentstillwhilestillinsideofherandhe

Frenchkissedherpinklips.

HesliditoutandlookedataverytearyMaddy.

Hgotoffherandpulledthefleeceoverthem as



hespoonedher.

Reba:Yougood?

Shenodded.Thetearsdidn'tstop.

Maddy:I..I..loveyou.

RebafrozeandMaddy'sheartleapedinher

chest.

Hesighedandjustrubbedherarms.

Reba:Sleep.Youmustbetired.

Maduofelthertinyheartbreakintopieces.He

justbrusheditofflikethat.Tearschokedher

andshejustclosedhereyesashertearsfell.

Maduo:okay(soflty)

Herlowerlipquiveredassheheldbackthe

tears.Shewastheonlyonewhohadfallenin

loveinthisrelationshipwhilsthelovedthesex



sheguessed.Wellshedidn'tmeantofallfor

him hook,lineandsinkerthisfastbutisthere

everatimeframe?Aspecifictimetablefor

fallinginlove?

Herthroatdriedupandsheswallowedpainfully.

Whatthehellwassheexpecting?Thiswas

Rebabeditheyweretalkingaboutandhe

couldn'tjustchangelikethatbutstillithurtlike

hell.

Sheendedupsleepingwithabrokenheart

whilstRebalookedather.Shehadfalleninlove?

Fuck!Thiswasgettingcomplicatedandifthey

weren'tmarriedhewouldactuallystartrunning

totheoppositedirection.

Reba:Whydidyouhavetosaythat

though?(lookingather)

Shewasjustcomplicatingthingsandhedidn't

knowhowthingswillpanoutafterthis.



AtRethabile'shouse

Shefinallypickedupherphonewithaheavy

sigh.

Thabi:Hi.

Bogosi:Soyouknew?

Sherolledhereyes.Thiswasgettingannoying.

Thabi:Bogosiwhatisitnow?

Bogosi:IaskedforherWhatsAppdigitsyou

refusedandthispastweekyouhaven'tbeen

answeringmycalls.

Thabi:Itsbecauseyou'restartingtosound

obsessiveaboutthepoorgirl.Shedidtellme.

Sheismarried.

Bogosi:Doessheevenlovehim?Sheisstill

youngandI..



Thabi:Stophoping.Shedidn'twantyouwhen

shewassingleandshestillwon'twantyounow

thatsheismarried.

Bogosi:Youlongknew?

Thabi:yes..

Bogosi:wow..

Thabirolledhereyesagain.

Thabi:shewasneveryourstobeginwith.Geez!

Getthatthroughyourhead.

Bogosi:It'shard.Shewassinglethensheis

marriedallofasudden.

Thabi:Justforgetabouther.Ihavetogo.

ShehungupandcalledMaduo.Itrang

unansweredandshehungup.Wellshehas

anothergigtopreparefor,shewillcallherlater.

AtTerry'shouse



Hecalledhisuncles.

Terry:Malome,canIcomeoversomewhere

duringthisweek?

Uncle:What'sup?

Terry:theseissuesdon'tneedtobediscussed

overthephone.

Uncle:okay.

HehungupasLalastretchedherselfonthe

couchandlookedathim.

Laone:Hey..

Terry:Youfellasleepagain.

Laone:(yawning)justtired.

Terry:Hmm..

Laone:mmmm..Iloveyou.

Terry:Iloveyoumore.



Hesaidashepeckedherlipsandshesmiledat

him.

LaonedialedSherry'snumber.

Sherry:Hello..

Laone:HerSher..uhm wellIhaveanidea..

Sherry:Okay,Iam listening..

AttheendofitSherryresponded.

Sherry:IwillcallMaduoandshewillknowwhat

todo.

Laone:Thankyou..Thatchildobuathata.

Sherry:Tellmeaboutit.

Laonehungupandscrolleddownpicturesfor

events.

AtRebabedi'shouse



Maduowokeupaloneinbedandsheclosed

hereyesagainwhensherememberedthathe

brushedheroff.

Tearsfilledhereyesagain.Thebedroom door

openedandsheturnedtolookathim.

Reba:Rested?

Shenodded.

Reba:That'sgood.IhavetogotoJwanengby

tomorrowandoverseeafewthingsinregards

tothenewbranchthatside.

Wow!Henevermentionedthatthisweek.Why

now?Why?

Shekeptquiet.

Reba:Maduo?

Maduo:It'sokay.Iwillpackyourclothes

tomorrowmorning,isthatgood?

Reba:Yeah..Iwillbringyoufood.



Shenoddedandhewalkedout.

Soshewasalonethiswholeweek.Allofa

suddenheneedstotravel.Whatawow!

Sheturnedherbackandgrabbedherphone

from thebedsidetable.

Shesawthemissedcallsfrom Thabiand

Sherry.

ShecalledThabiback.Sheansweredonthe

thirdring.

Thabi:Hey..youweren'tansweringyourphone.

Maduo:Iwasabitbusywhat'sup?

Rethabile:YousounddownMaddy,what'swrong?

Sheblinkedthetearsback.

Maduo:I'm good.Don'tworryaboutme.

Thabi:Youknowyoucantalktome.

Maduo:Iknow.Iknow.I'm okay.



Thabi:Somethingiswrongbutyou'lltellme

whenyou'reready.AnywaysBogosicalled.

Maduowasalreadyirritated.

Maduo:Whatdidhewant?

Thabi:HewasonsomeMaduoismarriednyai

nywanther.Doessheevennyavhim..

MaduoburstoutlaughingandRethabilesmiled.

Maduo:Gosh!Hedoesn'tgiveupdoeshe?

Thabi:Mxm...Iwassoannoyedonyourbehalf

friend.

Maduo:Urgman.Hewillgetoverhimselfnna

wantena.

Thabi:Urg..howismarriedlifetreatingyou?

Maduo:Goodactually.IhavetogoIwillcallyou

laterokay?

Thabi:SureMaduo..Ihaveagigtopreparefor.

Maduo:Moneybag.



Thabi:Wechasethebag.

ThabilaughedbeforeshehungupandMaduo

placedherphonedown.ShewillcallSherry

later.Shebreathedin.Rebashouldn'tstressher

likethis.Shewillbeokay.Maybewithtimehe

willloveher.Yeah.Maybe.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

HesenttheemailtoTylerandhebreathedin.

Heneededspacetothink.Awayfrom her.Far

awayfrom her.

Heclosedhislaptopashesippedonhis

whiskey.Hesighedasheplacedtheglass

downandstoodup.Hewalkedtothedoorand

heldthedoorknobtightly.Heopenedthedoor

andwalkedout.Heheadedtothekitchenwhere

herfoodwas.Heputtheplateonthetrayalong

withafork.

Hewalkedtothebedroom andopenedthedoor.

Reba:Foodisready.

Maduo:I'm good.Thanks.



Shewasfacingthewallandhejustplacedthe

traydown.

Reba:Iwillbeinthestudyifyouneedanything.

Maduo:ok.Thankyou.

Hewalkedoutandherubbedhisjawwithasigh.

HeheadedbacktothestudywhilstMaduosat

upandlookedatthefood.Itlookedappetizing

butshewon'teatit.

ShegrabbedherphoneandcalledbackSherry.

Maduo:Sher?

Sherry:Goodthingyoucalledback..Laonejust

calledme.

Sherrytoldhertheplan.

Maduo:I'm in.Totallyin.SoIwilldoafewthings

from mysideandIshouldbethereinamonth?

Sherry:Right.Givesustimetoplanthings.



Maduo:Okay..sowe'resendingmoney?

Sherry:Yes.Notalotthough.

Maduo:Gotit...Thankyouforlettingmeknow.

Sherry:Okay.Ihavetogo,Ihaveanincomingcall.

Maduo:Surecuz..bye.

Shehungupanddecidedtoscrollthrough

Facebook.Shelookedattheplateoffoodand

shejustbitherlip.Sheshouldn'tgiveinto

temptation.Shewentthroughtheannoying

inboxesofguyssayinghi.Sherolledhereyes.

Soannoying.

Sheendedupplacingherfooddown.

Maduo:Ngng..Imightdieofhungerhere.She

wrappedherselfusingthesheetandslowlygot

outofbed.Shewillusethisweektoheal.She

needstoheal.Shehasalotshehastodothis

weekwhileheisgoneforbusiness.



Shewalkedtotheothersidetogettothetray.

Wellitlookeddelicious.

Shesatonthecarpetandjuststarteddiggingin.

Maduo:(moaning)isn'tthereanythingheisnot

goodat?

Shefinishedthewholeservingandlookedat

theplate.Thefoodwassoonice?

Sheslowlydraggedhersoreselftobedandshe

closedhereyes.Shehastopackhisclothes

tomorrowsoshebettergetherrest.

LaterintothenightRebafinallywalkedinside

theroom andhesawtheemptyplate.Shedid

eat.

Hetookittothekitchenbeforeswitchingoffall

thehouselights.Hewenttotheroom andgot

undercovers.Hejustpulledhersmallbodyto

hisandshesnuggledintohischest.



AtMiranda'snewplace

Thiswasareallysmalloneroomedhousebut

shehadnochoice.Shehadtousethelittleshe

haswiselyandlookforajob.

Herthingsweresqueezedinsidetheroom.She

sighed.Saronahaddecidedtosleepataguest

housesomewhereintown.Thiswasjustanew

lifestyleforher.

Theypackedsomeofthestuffintothenight

andsomeofherthingswereinboxes.There

wasjustnospacehere.Shewillseewhatshe

willdo.Maybesellsomeandstartrearranging

thingsagain.

Sheboiledthewaterwithakettleandshe

scrolleddownherFacebookthroughtheposts.



ShewenttotheFindJobsgroupandshewent

throughtheposts.Anythingwasfinewithherat

thispoint.Evenbeingamaidwasokay.She

wasstilllookingforonewhereher

qualificationswereactuallyneeded.

Sarona'scallcamethrough.

Miranda:Sasa..

Sarona:Iam headingtoyourplace.

Miranda:Iam notyetdone..wherearewegoing?

Sarona:YouhaveyourCVswithyou?

Miranda:mhmm...

Sarona:Justhandthem intoday.Youmightjust

behiredortheymightconsideryouwhenhiring.

Miranda:Thanks.CanIcallyouwhenIam done?

Sarona:Sure..

Shepouredthehotwaterinthesmallbucket



andshewalkedoutsideinhergowntothemain

tapwhereshefilledanotherbucketwithwater.

Shequicklyrushedtothesmallroom and

pouredthewaterintheplasticbathtubthey

hadboughtyesterday.

Sheshouldgetusedtothislifestyleandfast.

Shegotundressedandgotinsidethebathtub.

AtRebabedi'splace

Maduopackedthelastofhisclothesinthe

suitcaseandshesighed.Thetensionin

betweenthem wasjusttoomuchandshe

honestlydidnotknowthatconfessingher

feelingswouldresultinsuch.Shehadnoidea.

Hewalkedinsidetheroom withwaterdoplets

onhischestandsheexcusedherself.



Shewenttothekitchenwhereshegotstarted

onhisbreakfast.Shewillbegood.

Rebagrabbedhissuitcaseandhecarrieditto

thecar.Hewenttogethisgadgetsand

documents.

Wheneverythingwasinthecarhesighed.He

walkedtothekitchenandfoundherhovering

overthestove.

Maduo:(smiling)breakfastwillbeready.Give

me...

Reba:(interruptingher)Ihavetogo.

Hersmilefaded.

Maduo:oh.

Sheswitchedoffthestoveandfakesmiledat

him.Shewenttohim andkissedhischeek.

Maduo:Haveasafejourney.Bye.



Shesaidinthemostfakiesthappyvoiceandhe

almostcringedhearinghersaythat.

Maduocouldjustfeelhim pullingbackandher

heartbroke.Okay.Hewillcomearound.She

toldherselfagainasshehuggedhim andlet

him go.Shesmiledathom.

Hewalkedoutofthekitchenandshelookedup.

Shepouredwaterinaglassandshedrankthe

water.Shewasnotokay.

Rebagotinsidethecarandplacedhisheadon

thesteeringwheel.

Hereversedoutoftheyardandhejoinedthe

mainroad.

MeanwhileMaduodrankanotherglassofwater.

Whydidithurtlikethis?Shelookedaroundthe

kitchenandshejusttookthepots.Shespilled



thefoodintothetrashcanwithtearswelledup

inhereyes.Hedidn'tevenwanttoeatherdamn

food.

Maduo:DamnyouReba(crying)Daamnyou!!!!

Rebathoughtofturningthecararoundand

goingbackhome.Hechuckledandpushedthe

urgedown.Hehadtogethismindckearedand

straight.

AtMiranda'shouse

ShesatonthebednexttoSasawhosmiledat

her.

Sarona:ourworkisfone.

Miranda:Yes..IalsosawthispostonFacebook.

Theyarelookingforcleaners.



Miranda:Taketheoffer.Apply.Anythingisgood.

Iwillalsolookforajobthatsuitsyour

qualifications.

Miranda:pleasedo.Thisroom istinyasa

matchbox.

Sarona:Tosavemoney.

Miranda:Yes...thankyouSasa..Idon'tdeserve

yourkindnessbutyou'redoingallofthisforme.

Sarona:Wearefamilyremember?Soquit

thankingmeandstarttakingchargeofyourlife.

Miranda:(laughing)yesmam.

Thetwochattedinbetweenthelaughterand

Mirandafeltthatshewasfinallydoing

somethingright.

AtRebabedi'shouse



Maduowentthroughhisphotosandshewiped

hertears.Shewillbegood.Shestillhasher

plansthisweek.Shethenwenttohercontact

listandshethoughtaboutcallinghim.Ifhewas

safe?DidhearriveinJwaneng?Washeokay?

Herheartracedatthethoughtofhim being

involvedinanaccident.Shelookedatthetime.

IfhewasinJwanenghemust'vearrivedanhour

ago.Shelookeduptheceiling.Shethrewher

phoneonthebed.Heprobablywon'tanswer

thephone.Ifhearrivedwhydidn'thecallher?

Thislovethingwasjustmakingherheartache

andshedidn'tknowhowtostoptheacheinher

chest.

Sherubbedherchestassheheldbacktears.

Shelovedherhusbandbutdidheevenloveher

orwasheinlovewithwhatsheoffered?



AtJwaneng

Rebabedibookedintoaguesthouse.Hewent

throughhiscontactsandthoughtofcallingher

butherstoppedjustashewasabouttopress

thegreenbuttontocallher.Tyler'sname

flashedandheanswered.

Reba:Tyler.

Tyler:Wheredidyoubookin?

Hegavehim thedetails.

Tyler:Iam onmyway.

Reba:Sure.

HehungupandlookedatMaduo'snamebefore

heslidhisphoneintothepocketandheheaded

totheroom hewasgiven.Hedidn'tevenhave

theenergytobepickyaboutanything.He

neededtothink.Maybethisdistanceawayfrom



herwillmakehim toreassesseverything

becausehehatednotknowingwhattodonext.

Tylerparkedhiscarandhecheckedininside

thesameguesthouseasReba.Maybethiswill

givethem achancetotalk.Rebawasevasive

ashellandsoclosedoffitwasscary.

Hewalkedtohisroom andcalledReba.His

phonerangunansweredandhesighed.Hewill

seehim inthisplacesoon.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduosawhim onlineonFacebookandshe

heldbackhertears.Somuchforworryingabout

him.Shecalledhermotherwhoanswered

immediately.

Precious:Hellobaby..



Maduo'slowerlipquivered.Howdidshefallfor

him kantetothepointthatsheiscryinglikethis.

Precious:Maddy?Babyareyouokay?

Shejustquicklyhungupandswitchedoffher

phone.Shethrewitonthebedasshebither

lowerlip.

.
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2dayslater

AtJwaneng

Rebastoodbythesiteinoverallsasthemen

walkedinsidethebuildingwiththeequipment.

Tylerstoodnexttohim andheshookhishead.

Tyler:Theymightbedoneinamonth.

Reba:Yeah.

Tyler:Youdoknowyoudon'thavetocome

monitorthem.Seemsliketheyweredoingfine.

Reba:Areyoutellingmehowtorunmy

company?

Tyler:Calm thefuckdownRebabedi!Noone

saidthatgoodGod!



Rebasighedashetookoffthehelmetand

watched.

Tyler:Forsomeonewhojustgotmarriedyou

havealotofpentupangerandfrustration.

Reba:Shutup!

Tyler:RebabediIwon'tshutup.You'rerunning!

Rebahatedtoadmitthathewasrightdammit!

Hekeptquietashelookedstraightahead.

Tyler:Aah..SoIam right.You'rerunningbutyou

doknowyouwon'tstayinJwanengforever.

Howaboutadrive?Cleartheairbecause

this(pointingbetweenhim andReba)won'tjust

disappear.Wehavealotofunresolvedissues

andattheendofthedayitcomesbacktothe

issuesnomatterhowmuchyourun.



Withthatthetwowalkedtotherespectivecars

anddroveoff.

AtFrancistown

Maduowalkedaroundtown.Shewaswearing

herglasses.

Maduo:Dang!It'shot.Ineedicecream.

Shesaidasshewalkedtothenearestshopto

buyasmalltuboficecream.

Shewentthroughhertodolist.Hehadsenta

messagelastnightandshewasnolongersad.

Okay.Shewasbutmorefuriouswithhisselfish

self.Sheclickedhertongue.

ShehadtoheadtotheDepartmentofTransport.

Sheneededtobuythatbooksothatshecould

finallywritetheirtestandheadtoschool.

Shesatonthebenchandshewentthroughher



socialmedia.ShesharedRethabile'spost.She

wasselfadvertisingsoshehadtohelpher

friendtomakeitinlife.

Herphonerang.

Maduo:Mama..

Precious:Areyouokay?

Maduo:Yesmama..asokayasIwouldeverbe.

Precious:Whenyoucalledthelasttime??

Maduo:pssh..it'snothingmama..Iam intown

mama,canIcallyoulater?

Precious:okay.

Maduo:Alright.Loveyouandbye.

Shehungupassheatehericecream andthrew

thecontainerinthenearbytrashcan.

Maduo:Nowlet'sexploretownbabygirl.

Shestoodupassheputherphoneinthebag



andkeptwalkingaroundtown.

AtJwaneng

Thetwocousinsstoppedbyanunknown

locationastheybothparkedtheirstylishcars

nexttoeachother.

Rebagotoutfirstandheleanedagainstthecar.

Tylerdidthesameandsilenceenvelopedthem

beforeTylerclearedhisthroat.

Tyler:Didyougettherapy?

Reba:Idon'tdothatshit!!

Tyler:Nowonderyou'resofuckedupman.

Reba:Iwasfineandstillam.Thereisnoneed

fortherapy.

Tyler:AndyoucuteverythingoffReba.

Communicationandallandjustuppedandleft



forCanada.

Reba:Itwassafer(sighing)

Tyler:Saferyousay?TheKgosinameisa

householdone..theyaredeadRebabedi,youare

lettingthepastdefineyourpresent.

Rebabreathedinasheputhishandsinhis

pockets.

Reba:Tyleryouweren'ttheonewhom was

takenforawholeyear.

Tyler:Becauseyousacrificedyourselfforme.

DammitRebabediit'sinthemotherfucking

past!!

Reba:Thepastthatchangedmeyou

fool!!(shouting)

Tylerranhishandsthroughhismohawkafroas

hechuckledlookingatReba.

Tyler:Youwantafightbigman?



Reba:Idon'twanttokillyourass..

Tyler:Nowyou'retalking..YouknowwhatIdid

afteryouleft?Ileftanddidawholeyearof

therapyatthestates.

Reba:Idonotneedtherapy..

Tyler:Youdo.Youarenotthesame.

Reba:Ican'tbethesameasIwasovertenyears

agocanI?

Tyler:You'reangryandyoucan'tforgive

yourself..

Rebachuckledindisbelief.

Reba:Forgivemyself?Keitirileengnna

jaanong?(WhatdidIdotomyselfnow?)

Tyler:Iknowyou'reallmachoandyoucan't

believeithappened.Nottrynnabewiseorshit

butyou'restillrunningfrom apastyoucan't

change.Youshouldbewithyouryoungwifebut

you'reoutcheaatcompanysites.



Reba:(sighed)Tyleryouwon'tunderstand.

Tyler:Tryme.Youdon'tneedtopusheveryone

out.Imeannoteveryoneisouttogetyou.

Someactuallycareandbelieveitornotyour

siblingsloveyourfuckedupself.

Reba:(murmuring)EvenMaddy..

Tyler:Huh?

Heshookhisheadashelookeddown.

Reba:YouweretherebutafterIhelepdyou

escapeitgotworse.Fuck!Isawmyownfather

beingkilled.Myidolbeingkilledinfrontofme.

Hecouldbehererightnow.

Tylercouldhearhisvoicebreaking.Hegotoff

easilyandthisoneheadingawhole

organizationwasoutherebreakingbecauseof

whathappened.

Rebakickedastoneashelookedup.Fuck!He



hadtobestrong.Hispastcan'ttouchtheman

heisnow.

Tyler:Butitstilldoesn'tgiveyouareasonto

pushyouout.Thefamilywasthere.

Reba:Butthefamilycouldn'tandareneverable

tounderstand.Thefeelingofyourmasculinity

beingstrippedawayfrom you.Losing

everythingintheblinkofaneye.Youseethat

man?KgololoKgosi?Thatmanwasmy

motherfuckingeverythingandhedied.Icouldn't

doadamnthingtosavehim.Whatshrinkwould

understandthat?Thepastisbetterburied.They

wantedtobreakmetothepointofnoreturnbut

hereIam(sadlychuckling)

TylersadlylookedatReba.Hewasstillbroken

butemotionally.Hesawit.Hehadbeenlikethis

forthefirstyearsaftereverythinghad

happened.



Tyler:Man!

Herubbedhisjawashesighed.

Reba:Iam good.

Tyler:notemotionally.Emotionallyyou're

lackinganditshows.Whythehellareyouhere

inJwaneng?Youhaveawifeforfuckssake.

Reba:Don'tyouthinkIknowthat!(shouting)It

hasbeendrilledintomethatIlonghadawife

andIknowthatdamnfact.

Tyler:Andyouknowwhy..gotohereandgetout

ofhere.

Reba:It'snotthatsimple.

Tyler:Itis.Iwilldealwitheverythinghereand

youjustgo.

Reba:Iam spendingtheweekhere.

Tyler:FuckyouRebabedi!!

Reba:Tylerareyoureallyspoilingforafight?I



couldreallyuseone..

HesaidsmirkingandTylerlaughed.

Tyler:Rebaontseoratantwa(Rebayoustilllike

fights)somethingsneverchange.

RebachuckledashelookedatTyler.

Tyler:Butgohomeman,I'm surethekidmisses

you.

Reba:Mywifeisnotakid..

Tylerlaughed.

Tyler:You'reonlysayingthatcauseyou've

alreadyfuckedher.

Reba:WaswabaTyler..

Tylerlaughed.

Tyler:Thiswasgood.Don'trunReba.Justface

yourdemons.Imeanthistimeyouhave

someonetheancestorshandpickedforyour

ungratefulass.Gotoherman.Someofusare



stillsingle.

Rebaraisedaneyebrow.

Reba:WhateveryouthinkyouhadwithSashais

overakere?

Tyler'sheartskipped.Heknew?

Reba:Iknew.Thatismysisterandyouare

basicallylikeherolderbrother.Stopthatshit!

NkagobolayaTylerkana.

Tyler:Wellit'soverbeforeanythingcanhappen.

Reba:Good.Youshouldknowbetter.Sheisyour

bloodrelativeandyoudon'tfuckyourcousin.

Tyler:Iheardyou.Thebrotherhoodstillon?

Reba:Don'tpushyourluck..

Tylerlaughed.

Tyler:Iguessyou'reagreeing.Imissedyouman.

HeextendedhisfistandRebahititwithhisown



fistandtheyfacedthesunastheybothe

reflectedtheirpasts,presentandfuture.

AtFrancistown

Maduostoodbythetaxirank.Shewaslearning

thetownandthatmeanseventhetaxis.

Shecheckedthetimeonherphone.Allshe

neededwasawarm bathandsomerelaxing

music.

Aguysawherstandingidlyandhecouldtell

shewasnewintown.Shewasprettytoo.

Maduorubbedherringfinger.Shehad

forgettentheringwhenshelefthome.

Him:Excuseme.

Sheturnedandsawtheguy.Helookedlikea



skrrskrrkid.Thoseonesfrom richhomesand

speakthelanguagetheyalwayshavealotof

difficultyinterpreting.

Maduo:Hi.

Him:IsawyoustandingthereandIwaslikeshe

looksnew.

Maduo:Yougotthatright.

Helookedather.Herlipspinkandwiththose

babycheeks.Awholeweaveandshewashot.

Shelookedfamiliarthough.Hedidn'tknow

from wherebuthesawthatfacebefore.

Him:ThenameisTlhompho

Maduo:HiTlhompho..doyouknowwhereIcan

findditaxitsakoMolapo?

Tlhompho:Richkid..

Maduo:Mxm!Ijustmovedthisside..



Tlhompho:Iliveinthatareatoo.

Maduo:Ooh!Really..nowdirectmetothetaxis.

Tlhompho:Ididn'tgetyourname..

Maduo:Maduo..Iwasactuallykindofscared.

Tlhompho:ofwhat?

Maduo:Machekikanalebuadilo..

Tlhompholaughed.Shewasopenandhesaw

howprettyshewaswhenshesmiled.

Tlhompho:Likewhat?

Maduo:(laughing)yallswouldsaystufflikeIwas

lahminginmybando..thingslikethat

mxm...nkiseditaxingtsaMolaporra..

Tlhompho:Yesmam.

Hesmiledbackatherassheremovedher

specstorubhereyes.Fuck!

Hefeignedindifferenceasheledhertothe

taxisandtheybothgotinside.



Maduo:Idon'tknowwherespecificallybutIwill

findout.Thiscityissmall..

Tlhompho:YouusedtoliveinGabs?

Maduo:Yesdude..

Thetaxistarted.
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AtFrancistown

Thetaxistoppedinfrontofthehouseand

Maduopaid.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Tlhompho:Youlivehere?

Maduo:Yeah..

Tlhomphogotoutofthetaxithesametimeas

Maduoafterhepaid.

Tlhompho:Ourhouseifafewhouseaway.

Maduo:Okay.

Tlhompho:Soyourparentsletyougooutjust

likethat?

Maduolaughed.

Maduo:Nowyou'reaskingwaytoomany

questions..



Tlhompho:I'm justinterestedingettingtoknow

you..

Maduo:Don'tbe.OtlaikgolegaMr..

Tlhompho:Areyouseeingsomeone?

Maduo:Thatwasfastbutyesandheisnotthe

typeyouwanttocross.Butwecanstillbe

friend..

Shesaidwithanunsuresmile.

Tlhompho:Letmetakeyououtthenyoucan

makeyourdecision..

Maduo:Idon'tthinkthatwouldbeagreatidea..

Tlhompho:Thenasfriendsthen..maybeaslow

walkaroundtheareatomorrow?

MaduobitherlipandTlhomphoflashedasmile.

Maduo:Okay..okay..fine...tomorrowthen.

Tlhompho:Number?

Maduo:uhuh..notgivingyouthat.Boybye!



Hesmiledashewalkedaway.Maduoentered

thepasscodebeforethegateopened.

Shewasnotdoneexploringthistown.Afterall

Rebalivedhere.

Shewalkedtothehouseandshethoughtfully

sighed.Sheshouldreallytryouthisgym room.

Hesaidhewon'tbehereawholeweeksoshe

hadfreedom todoanythingshewanted.

Shesmiledasshepunchedinthecodeandslid

thedooropen.

AtJwaneng

Rebaheldthebeerglassinhishandasheand

Tylerwatchedthesunset.

Tyler:Whatnow?



Reba:Idon'tknow.

Tyler:Iam notstealingyourpositionyouknow..

Reba:Iknow..

Tyler:Wellatleastweclearedtheair..Istillthink

youshouldgofortherapy.

Reba:Canwedropthetherapyissue.

Tyler:Youhaveto.Imeanyou'remarriedand

youhavetobeemotionallyavailableforthekid.

Reba:What'supwithyouandcallingmywifea

kid?(laughing)

Tyler:AndIstillsayyousawherasonetillyou

fuckedher.

Reba:Shutup!Gogetyourselfyourownwife..

Tyler:Ooh!(laughing)ButIguessyoushould

trusther.

Reba:WhomadeyouDrPhildude?

Tyler:Life.Lifehasfuckedusuponmoreways



thanone.

Rebaraisedhisglass.

Reba:Nobettertruththanthat.Ithinkweshould

getgoing.

Tyler:Sure.

Theybothgotinsidetheircarsanddroveoffto

theGuestHouse.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduolaidonthebedasshewentthrough

WhatsAppstatuses.SheknewRebabediwasn't

thetypetopostanythingatall.Shefrowned

whenshesawapictureofhim bythecar.The

sunsetwasbeautifulbutwhotookthepictureif

hewasonabusinesstrip?

Shewantedtoreplyhisstatusbutshewas

probablygoingtocomeoffasbeingclingy.



Besideshedoesn'tevenloveher.Shewentto

Facebookandsheopenedthemessage.'Found

you 'shesmiled.HefoundherFacebook

accountsofast.

Shetextedhim backwithasmile.Theytexted

nackandforthasshelaidonherbackonthe

bed.

Reba'scallcamethroughandhersmile

disappeared.Shehungupandcontinued

textingTlhompho.

Rebabithislip.Babygirlwasprobablyangry

withhim,hedidbrushheroffbrutallywhilsthe

waswithher.Heleanedagainstthedoorbefore

hesighedandheadedtothebathroom.

Tlhompho:CanIcallyou?



Shesenthim hisdialsandinafewminuteshe

called.

Sheansweredthephonewithasmile.

Maduo:Eitahlecheki..

Tlhompho:Mxm..youhaveasweetvoice.

Maduo:(blushing)thankyou..

Shegotoutofbedandwalkedtothekitchen.

Sheplacedthephonebetweenhershoulderand

ear.

Tlhompho:Areyourparentsthatstrict?

Maduo:Youhavenoidea.

Tlhompho:Icouldtalktothem andtellthem I

liketheirdaughter.

Maduo:(laughing)pleasedon't.Otlampolaisa

bathokanawena..

Tlhompho:What?Itwillbemebeinghonest.

Maduo:IstillwanttobethegooddaughterMr.



Shetookoutthemacaronicheeseinthefridge.

Sheputitinthemicrowave.

Tlhompho:AtleastIknowwhereyoulive..

Maduo:atleast..

Sheleanedagainstthecounterasshetalkedto

him.Laughingandblushinghereandthere.

Tlhompho:From thesocialmedia

hearsay,peoplesayyou'remarried.

Maduo:Don'ttellmeyouhonestlybelievewhat

socialmediasays..didyouseearingonmy

finger?

Tlhompho:No..

Maduo:Thenthat'sthat..

Shetookherfoodoutofthemicrowaveandsat

onthecouchastheytalked.

Maduo:Airtimegaefele?

Tlhompho:RichkidsofFrancistown..



Maduo:Fokk..tswahatlhe..

Tlhompho:SohowisMaruapula?

Maduo:Good.Likereallygood,Icanhookyouup

withthisfriendofmine..

Tlhompho:Girlsdon'tgetit(laughing)Iwouldn't

betalkingtoyouifIwantedyourfriend.

Maduo:Butyoucan'tgetme(inaplayfulvoice)

Tlhompho:Iwantyoutosaythattomyface

tomorrow.

Maduo:Mxm..chillnigga.

Tlhompho:andshecallsmetheskrrskrrguy..

Maduo:Youareone.Iwastaughttotellthe

truthatalltimes.

Tlhompho:oohreally?

Maduoblushedevenharder

Maduo:Yesreally..

Tlhompho:Goodnightbabygirl.It'sprobably



pastyourcurfew.

Whenhesaidbabygirlsherememberedhow

Rebacalledherthatinthatdeepvoiceofhis

thatmadeherseem somehow.

Maduo:Andheknowscurfew.Bye.

Shehungupandranherhandsthroughher

weave.ShewentbacktoWhatsAppandshe

changedherdpandputherself.

Shelookedatthephone.Shethoughtofcalling

Rebabutifitwasimportanthewouldcallagain.

Sheheadedtothekitchentowashheplatethen

sheswitchedoffallthelightsinthehouse

beforeheadingtothebedroom.

Shegotundercoversandclosedhereyes.

Todaywassuchaneventfulday.



Asshewasasleepherphonerangendlesslytill

itfinallystoppedwithoutherhearingathing.
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AtJwaneng

Rebawalkedoutofthebathroom withatowel

hungaroundhiswaist.Hepickeduphis

weddingbandasheplaceditonhisfinger.

Maybehedidneedthisbreakawaytogethis

thoughtsinorder.

Tylerdidspeakalotofsense.

Hepickeduphisphoneandthoughtofdialing

Maduobuthepaused.



HecalledTyler.

Tyler:Grootman.

Reba:Youcanstayhere,Iam goingback.

Tyler:AtleastIknockedsomesenseintothat

headofyours.Andlosethearmour.

Reba:Don'tgettooexcited.

Tyler:Whatever.Youcanemailtherestofthe

thingsanddropthedocumentsoffteam

captain.

Reba:Sure..

Hehungupashesatonthebed.

AtFrancistown

Maduowokeupwithasmile.Theeventsof

yesterdayplayedoutinhermind.Shefeltguilty.

Onlyabitbutshewillbefine.Shecheckedher



phoneandshesawhismissedcalls.

Sherolledhereyesasshegotoutofbedand

headedtothebathroom.Shestartedtobrush

herteethbutherphoneringingdisturbedher.

Shewalkedbacktothebedroom andshesaw

thecallerid.Sheclearedherthroat.

Maduo:Morning.

Tlhompho:Heyyou..

Shesmiled.

Maduo:Howareyou?

Tlhompho:GoodnowthatIspoketothepretty

lady.

Maduo:Stopit(laughingwhileblushing)

Tlhompho:You'reblushingright?Ihavethat

charm..

Maduo:Mxm..foseek..

Tlhompho:You'reinsultingme?



Maduo:Iwillcallyoubackinanhour.Ihaveto

dosomething.

Tlhompho:Sure.

Hehungupandshesmiledassheplacedher

phonedownnexttoherring.Hereyesfellonto

theringandthatguiltsurfacedbutwhathe

doesn'tknowwon'thurthim.Besidesit'sonly

WednesdayandheiscomingbackonFriday.

Shereassuredherself.Sheheadedbacktothe

bathroom withaspringinherstep.

AtAtDazzlingSpa&BeautyTreatments

Nicolemannedthereceptionastheirboss

walkedinside.

Boss:CanyoucallRachelforme?

Nicole:Ofcoursemam..



ThebosswalkedtoherofficeandNicoledialed

Rachel'snumber.

Rachel:Whatisit?

Nicole:Bossladywantstoseeyou..

Rachel'sheartskippedabeat.

Rachel:Whatdoesshewant?

Nicole:Shedidn'tsay,shejustwantsyouinher

officeasinnow.

Rachelbreathedin.

Rachel:Okay.Letmeheadthere.

Nicole:BesidesweneedtotalkRachel..

Rachel:Ifyou'replanningtolectureme,forgetit

Nikky.

Nicoleranherhandsthroughherbraidsand

lookedattheregisterbook.

Nicole:Rachiedon'tdothistoyourself..

Rachel:byeandthanksforlettingmeknow.



ShehungupandRachelrubbedherhands

togetherassheleftthesparoom.

Shekeptplayingdifferentscenesinherhead

aboutwhyshecouldbecalledtotheoffice.

Sheknocked.

Boss:Comein.

Shewalkedinsideasthebossindicatedachair.

Shesatdownandplacedherhandsonherlap.

Boss:RachelIlikeyoubutyoudoknowIdon't

condonenonsense.

Rachel:Yesmam.

Boss:IreceivedacomplaintonMonday..

Sheswallowed.

Rachel:Acomplaint?

Boss:yesRachel...acomplaint.Aclientactually

wantedtogetyoufiredfornotspeakingtoher



inapoliteway.

Rachel:ooh..

Shefidgetedasshelookedatherboss.

Boss:IassuredherthatIwillgiveyouawritten

warning.Shewasreallydistressedabouthow

youtalkedtoheronFriday.Shesaidshewasn't

okay.

Rachelwantedtorollhereyes.Thatlittlebitch!

Rachel:Ireallyapologiseformybehaviormam.

ItwasaaddayandIguessIlostit.

Boss:Rachelweleaveourproblemsathome.If

ourclientscan'tberelaxedinthisplacewhyare

weevenoperating.Isetupameetingforyou

andheronFriday.Iassuredherthatyouwill

apologize.

Rachel:Ofcoursemam.IwilldosoandIadmitI

wasoutofline.

Boss:Justmakesureitneverhappensagain.



Wecan'taffordtoloseclient.

Rachel:Ofcoursemam.

Shewashandedthewrittenwarningandshe

lefttheoffice.Sherolledhereyes.Shewas

attackingherjobnow?Whatalittlebitch.She

walkedtothereception.

Nicole:Iknowthatlook..

Rachel:Shereportedmethatlittleslut..

Nicole:Whoa!Leavemeoutofit.Whatyoudid

onFridaywasunprofessionalandIwouldalso

reportyou.

Rachellookedatherinshock.

Rachel:You'reonherside?

Nicole:Don'tbesilly.YouandRebaareno

longertogetherandIdon'tknowwhyyou're

fuming.Youshouldbegratefulyoustillhave

yourjob.

Rachelstompedonthetileassheangrily



walkedawayandNicoleresumedherduties.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduotiedherweavebackandsheglancedat

jerringagain.Thewaveofguiltcameagainbut

shepusheditdown.Sheworehersneakersand

grabbedherphone.

Shewalkedoutoftheroom andshewenttothe

lounge.Sheswitchedoffherphoneand

decidedtoleaveitinthelounge.Shegotoutof

thehouseandshewalkedoutoftheyard.

ShesawTlhomphoandshefixedhersmile.

MoreguiltweighedherdownasRebabedi's

threatsplayedinhermindandsheswallowed.

Hewasn'there.Hewasn'there.Hedoesn'tlove

her.Hedoesn'tloveher.Sherepeatedthat

mantrainherhead.



Tlhompho:yougood?

Maduo:Yep..sowearewalkinguptowhere?

Tlhompho:Justaround.

Maduo:Okay.

Theystartedwalkingaroundtilltheygotbackto

wheretheystartedwhichwasMaduo'shouse.

MeanwhileRebabedi'scarturnedonthestreet

asheblastedBlaqDiamond'sLoveLettter.

Hesmirkedwhenherememberedhowshe

madehim danceatthewedding.

MaduowasbusytalkingtoTlhompho.

Tlhompho:Weshoulddoitagain.

Maduo:Definitely.



Heunexpectedlypulledherintoahugandshe

justlethim beasshepattedhisback.Hereyes

widenedwhenshesawthecarstopbythegate.

Tlhomphoslowlybrokethehugashelooked

intohereyes.Maduo'sheartpoundedinher

chestandTlhomphofrowned.Heturnedand

sawthecarthatwasinfront.Probablyher

parentsnowondershewasthisscared.

Reba'ssmilefadedashesawthescene.He

breathedinashegotoutofthecar.Somuch

forlettingpeoplein.Hewasfuriouswith

himselfforeventhinkingthathewasgoingto

finallyletherin.

Maduo'seyeswidened.Hewashere.Fuck!!

Sheplacedherhandonherchestassherubbed

it.Shewasfrozeninplaceandsheneeded

moreoxygen.



Helookedyummyinthatdenim jacketand

whiteteeandthosewhitedenims.Helooked

extrahotbutthatwasnottheissuehere.

Heremovedhisshadesandheshotherone

dangerouslookandshewishedtheground

couldopenupandswallowheralive.Tlhompho

ontheotherhandwasshocked.Hewasseeing

theeRebabediKgosiinperson.

HelookedatMaduo.Shedidn'ttellhim thatshe

washissister.

Nowondershelookslikeshehasjustseena

ghost.Hedidn'thaveanythingtosay.

Rebabedienteredthepasscodeandhewalked

backtohiscarashedroveinsidetheyard.

Maduowishedshewasdeadrightnow.

Maduo:Ihavetogo..

Tlhompho:I..



Beforehecouldevencontinueshewasinside

theyardandthegatewasclosing.
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AtRebabedi'shouse



Heparkedhiscarandhegotout.Hewalkedto

theboottogethisluggage.

Maduoleanedagainstthegateasherheart

pounded.Ohshit!Shedidn'tknowwhathewas

goingtosaytoher.Shit!Hedidn'tsayhewas

goingtocomeearlier.Shethenremembered

thatshedidn'tevenanswerhiscalls.

Maduo:Shit!!

Shebreathedinasshewatchedhim getinside

thehouse.Shelookedatherfinger.Noringtoo.

Whatthehellwasshethinking?Shit!!

Shewaitedforafewminutesoutsidebefore

shesilentlywalkedtothehousebitinghernails.

Shedidnothingwrong.Willshebeabletolieto

hisfaceanddammitwhydidTlhomphohaveto

hugher.Dammit!Shewantedtokickherselfin

thefaceforherstupidity.

Sheslidtheglassdoorandsheknewhowquick



thismanwastoanger.Shebitherlowerlipas

shegotinsidethedooranddidn'tfindhim in

thelounge.

Maduo:Kgosi(shakyvoice)

Reba:Intheroom babygirl.

Hewasoddlycalm andshewantedtobe

relievedbutherguiltdidn'tletherbe.Shewas

wrongonsomanylevels.

Shewalkedtotheroom andshefoundhim

unpackingtheclothes.Hehadgottenridofthe

denim jacketandhismuscleswereouton

display.Shelickedherdrylipsashesilently

removedtheclothesfrom hissuitcase.

Shesatawkwardlyonthebedasshewatched

him tillhewasdone.Shedidn'tknowifitwas

him beingawayforafewdaysbuthedefinitely



lookeddifferent.Helookedgautsableandcalm.

Shefiddledwithherfingersbreathingin.

Maduo:Iswearonmyownlife,whateveryou

saw...thereisnothinggoingon...

Rebajustlookedatherasheputhishandsin

hispockets.

Reba:Maduowee...

Maduo:Rra?

Reba:Don'tpissmeoff(calmly)

Maduo:I'm justtryingtoexplain..

Reba:DidIaskforanexplanation?

Maduo:Nnyaarra.

Hiseyesfellonherhandsandhesawthatshe

wasnotwearingherring.Wow!

Maduoquicklyhidherhandsbehindherback.

Maduo:Kgosi..I..



Reba:Maduoshutthefuckupoiseontene..

Shequicklyshutupwithherhandsstillbehind

her.Hewascalm buthislooksweredeadly.

Shedidn'tknowifsheshouldbescaredandrun

forherlife.

Sheexpectedhim toshoutbuthewascalm.

Toocalm forherliking.Nowshedidn'tknow

whattoexpect.

Hewalkedoutandshealreadyknewthathe

thoughtshewasacheating.Butshedidn't

sleeporevenkissthedude.

Shestoodupandtookherring.Shesliditon

herfingerandsheflexedherhand.Shewas

fuckedinmorewaysthanone.

Shewalkedoutoftheroom andshelookedfor

him.Shefoundhim inthekitchenandshe

sighed.Sherubbedherchest.Thiswasalready



givingherchestpainsandhedidn'tdoanything

toher.

Maduo:Reba..Iam..

Helookedatherashechuckled.

Reba:nnanaRebakemang?kemolekanewa

gago?(kidwhoisReba?Am Iyouragemate?)

Maduo:Nyaarra..

HervoicewasshakyandRebacouldseethat.

Heplacedtheglassdownandwalkedtowards

her.Shejustmovedbacktillherbackhitthe

pantrydoorandhetrappedherthere.

Reba:Maduowantlwaelaakere?

Maduo:Nyaarra..

Hesmirkedashelookedatherfrightenedface.

Reba:ThethingsIwouldtoyou.Doyouwantto

hatemedoll?

Sheshookherhead.



Reba:Good.Becauseifyoukeeptryingto

explainwhenIam inthisstateofmindIam

goingtofuckyouupsobad.Doyouwanttobe

fuckedup?

Sheshookherheadagain.

Reba:Mhmm...letmecalm downbeforewecan

talk.Idon'ttrustyouatthemomentdoll.Not

onebit.

Shenodded.Henowdidn'ttrusther.Lovecan

developovertimebutit'sdifficulttotrust

someoneagain.Sheblinkedhertearsback.

Reba:Don'tdothat.I'm asadistbabygirlandat

themomentIwouldenjoyitdearlytoseeyouin

painandbeggingformymercysodon'tyou

darecrycauseitmakesmehappy.

Helightlybrushedhisfingersalongherdefined

cheekbones.Helookedatherpinklipsandhe

chuckled.



Reba:Youlooksoinnoncentrightnow...

Maduolookedathim andhewasreallyenjoying

seeingherscared.Shedidn'tknowwhathis

nextmovewas.

Reba:Stayoutofmyway.Idon'twanttodo

thingstoyoubecausetheycanneverbe

undone.Theloveyouthoughtyouhadforme

willevaporateinaninstant.You'retooinnocent

forthatrightMaddy?

Shewasscaredrightnow.Thecalmnessinhis

deepvoicescaredthehelloutofher.

Helightlykissedherforehead.

Reba:ButwhenandifIwanttofuckyouup

Maddy,Iwon'taskforyourpermission.Iown

youbaby.Rememberthat.

HemovedawayandwalkedoutandMaduo

burstintotears.Whythehellwassheeven



cryingnow?Fuck!Shewasscaredofhim.

Shewalkedtotheloungesobbingasshe

grabbedherphone.

Sheheadedtothebedroom.Hewasnotthere.

Probablyavoidinghernow.Shelookedather

ringandmoretearsmadetheirwaytohereyes.

Shewipedhertearsawaywithherhands.She

lookedupandstillmoretearsmadetheirway

tohereyes.

Shewipedthem tillshecouldn't.Shesobbed

aloneinthebedroom.

Whenshecouldn'tcryanymoreshejust

switchedonherphone.Sheplaceditonthe

standasshethoughtaboutheractions.Was

sheactuallygonnadateTlhomphoinsecret

whenitcamedowntoit?Helikereallyreally

likedherandshewasjustusinghim toforget

thatRebahurther.Sheevendeniedbeing

married.Wow!



HerphoneranganditwasTlhompho.She

pattedhercheeksandansweredthephone.

Maduo:Hello..

Tlhomphofrownedattheotherendoftheline.

Shesoundedabitdown.

Tlhompho:Areyougood?

Maduo:yeah..

Therewassilence.

Tlhompho:Ihopeyoudidn'tgetintroublewith

yourbrotherbecauseofme..

Shewasalreadyintroubleandthecalm Reba

scaredthehelloutofher.

Maduo:TlhomphoIneedtotellyousomething.

Tlhompho:Iam listening.

Maduo:Iam sorryifIliedtoyouorledyouon.It

wasverystupidofme.



Tlhompho:Whatareyoutalkingabout?Areyou

introublewithyourbrotherandparents

becauseofme?

Shebreathedin.

Maduo:MrKgosiisnotmybrother.

Tlhompho:Iam lost.OnFacebookyou'reMaduo

Kgosi.

Maduo:Yes.(clearingherthroat)I'm married.

Tlhompho:You'renotjustsayingthattopush

meoff.Icangoapologisetoyourbrother.

Maduo:Iam notjustsayingthat.I'm married.

Tlhompho:Wow..

Tlhomphodidn'tknowwhattosay.

Tlhompho:So..

Maduo:Sorry.Ireallyam.Iwasn'tthinkingwhen

Iledyouonandmadeyouthinkyoustooda

chance.Uhm..Iam sorry.



Tlhompho:Soyouwereusingmecauseyou

werebored?

Maduo:Youinitiatedthewalk..LookIam sorry

foralltheemotionalpainthatIcausedyoueven

ifwemetjustyesterday.Justdon'tcallthis

numbereveragain.Bye.

Shesaidbeforeshehungupandblockedhis

numberandwentontoblockhim onsocial

media.

Sheplacedherhandsonherkneesassheheld

backtears.Inherattempttoblockthepainshe

usedanother.Whendidshechangetobethis

kindofperson?Rebabedisaidsheshouldgive

him spacetocalm downbutwillshewaiton

him tobecalm?Shedidn'twanttoevencallher

motherbecauseshewillgetalongasslecture

andifshewastherephysicallyaslaptoo.Just

toknocksenseintoherhead.



Shesighed.

MeanwhileRebaworkedhisbodyouttothe

pointofexhaustioninthegym.Hewasalready

usedtothepainandhewantedtopushhis

bodymore.Hewilldealwiththisissueinthe

morning.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Hewalkedoutofthegym exhaustedand

coveredinsweat.Hewalkedtothebedroom

andstoppedbythedoorwhenheheardher

littlesobs.Hesighedashewalkedinside.She

lookedupwithherredrimmedeyes.

Shewipedhertearsasshelookedathim.He

walkedintothebathroom.

Maduojustkeptonwipinghertearsaway.He



lookedatherandjustwalkedaway.Shereally

pissedhim off.

Shewassostupid.Maybehehadareasonfor

cominghomeearlyandlikethechildshewas

sheignoredhiscalls.Thenallofthisdrama

wouldhavenothappened.Sheheardthewater

runninginthebathroom andshejustlookedat

thedoor.Shegotundressedandwrappeda

towelaroundherself.Shewalkedtothe

bathroom andsheslidopentheshowerdooras

shelosthertowel.Shecamefacetofacewith

thetattooeonhisbroadback.Sheswallowed

asshewalkedafewstepstowardshim.Her

hairwasgettingwetbutthatwasnotimportant

forthetimebeing.

Sheplacedhersmallhandsaroundhim asshe

placedherforeheadonhisback.Hertears

mixedwiththewater.



Maduo:I'm sorry.Iknowyouwon'ttrustme

afterthisbutIam sorryKgosi.IknowwhatIdid

waswrong.Icheatedemotionallyandthaton

it'sowniswrong.Kegotlwaetsabananyana

andIknowyoufeelsodisrespected.Iam

disappointedinmyselfbecausewhatIdidwas

notme.Iactedoutinpaininanattenpttoblock

thefeelings.

Herlowerlipquiveredashertearsfellonhis

back.

Maduo:Iam reallysorry.

Rebaheldhersmallhandsandslowlytook

them offhischest.Maduo'sheartbroke.

Heturnedtofaceherandpushedheragainst

theshowerwall.Herbreathingquickened.

Hedidn'twanttosayanythingatthemoment.

Hedidn'twanttobedistractedbyherbody

whenhespeaks.



Hejustliftedherheadupandkissedherlips.

Hemissedthoselipsofhers.

Shegaveintothekissasshemoanedintohis

mouth.Shefelthishardonandshegotwet

instantly.

Reba:I'm abouttofuckyouagainstthiswall.

Don'tstopme.

Hesaidwithhislipsclosetohermouthshe

noddedashepickedheronelegandplacedit

onhisshoulder.Withoutwarningherammed

intohertightjarandshegaspedaspainand

pleasurehitheratonce.

Shearchedherbackagainstthewallashehitit

deepandhard..shemoanedintohismouthas

heplacedherhandsaboveherhead.

Reba:Fuuck!Imissedthis..

Shemilkedhim asherwallsclenchedaround

hisshaft.Hertoescurledashereyesrolledto

thebackofherhead.



Maduo:Reba...aaah..yes..

Hekepthisdeepstrokesandfuckedhereven

aftersheorgasmed.Whenhewasdoneheslid

itoutandwatchedashissemenfrom from her.

Heplacedherleggentlydownandkissedher

forehead.

Reba:Goodgirl.

Heturnedheraround.Herhandsheronthe

showerwallandhehitfrom behind.Fuck!

Hefinallycameandheletgotofherhands.She

heldontothewallforabitofstability.The

waterhitheranditwashedawaytheirfluid.He

kissedherneckgentlyasheturnedheraround

tokissherlips.

Hishandsheldhersmallwasit.

Reba:Let'sgetoutofhere.Weneedtotalk.

Herheartskippedwhenhesaidtheyhadtotalk.



Theycouldn'tignoretheissuesheguessed.

Heclosedthewateroffandheheldher

shouldersasheguidedheroutoftheshower

andbathroom.

Theygottothebedroom andhewalkednudeto

thewardrobe,hetookoutapairofboxersand

threwher,hergown.

Sheworeitandtheybothsatdownonthe

couch.

Shesighedandlookedathim.Hewasstillcalm

andtheshamejustateherup.Shelookeddown

asshefidgetedwithherhands.

Maduo:Iam sorry.

Reba:Maduo?

Maduo:Rram

Reba:Gakerategotlwaetswabasimanyana

Maduo.



Maduo:IknowandIapologize.ItshowedthatI

underminedyourauthority.Iwasn'tsupposed

todothat.IknowIwasverywrongin

entertaininganothermale.IassureyouthatI

didn'tkisshim ordoanythingsexualwithhim.

HellImethim maabaneatthetaxi

rank..(breathingin)Iam sorryagain.

Rebalookedatherandshewasbeingsincere.

Reba:Youwereupset?

Maduo:Therejection.Ididn'ttakeitwell.Inmy

smallmindIwaslikeRebadoesn'tloveme.

Wellthatledtotheotherevents.Ievendenied

beingmarriedbecauseinmyminditdidn'tsit

wellwithmethatmyfeelingsweren't

reciprocated.

Reba:Henceyouweren'twearingyourring?

Shenoddedinembarrassment.Shewas

alreadynottrustable.

Reba:YouknowwhatIvaluemorethanlove?



Sheshookherhead.

Reba:Loyaltyandtrust.Iwanttobeabletotrust

youtobeloyalwhereveryouare.

Shelookeddown.

Maduo:AndIbrokethosetwo..

Henodded.

Maduo:Iam sorry.

Reba:IknowIdidn'tgoabouttherightwaybutI

donotknowwhatloveis.Ican'tloveangelandI

neededtimeawayfrom you.

Shenoddedinunderstanding.Nowshecould

seehowwrongshewas.

Maduo:GuessI..Iwasn'tsupposedtodothat.

Reba:HadInotcomewouldyouhavetoldme?

Shewantedtosayyesbutsheknewshewould

belyingandhewouldseerightthroughher.He

alreadydoesn'ttrusther.



Maduo:Honestlyno..

Hesighed.

Maduo:Isawtheerrorofmywaysandthank

youfornot...

Hechuckled.

Reba:Babygirlyou'restillgettingpunished.

Herheartfell.Thehell?

Reba:Isthatthetruth?

Maduo:Yeah..uhm..whotookyourpictures?

Hegaveheralookandshelookedrightbackat

him.

Helaughed.

Reba:Jealous?

Maduo:yes..no..Imean..urg..

Herubbedherjawandshelookedathim

throughhoodedeyelids.



Reba:ItwasTyler..

Maduo:Ooh..

Shelookeddown.Nowshesoundedinsecure

becauseshewasseeinganotherpersonbehind

hisbackandshethoughthewasdoingthe

same.

Maduo:Sorry..

Reba:it'sokay.Youlookcutewhenyou're

jealousbutontheloveissue,Idonotknowwhat

thehellthatit.Idon'ttrustpeoplealotandlet

them in..

Maduo:youtrustedmeandIbrokeit..

Shesaidwithasigh.Maybethatwaswhyhe

wasback.Hehadfinallymadeuphismindand

wasabouttoletherinandherchildishselfjust

brokethat.

Maduo:It'sokay.IguessIwillearnbackyour



trustwithtimeandmaybehotspotyouwithmy

love.

Hechuckledashepulledhertohim andplaced

herheadonhischest.

Reba:Okaybabygirl..

Silencethenbefellthem.

Reba:Areyousurethatyouloveme?

Maduo:Iam sureandI'm sorry.Ireallyam.

Thingslikethiswillneverhappenagain.

Reba:Ihopeso..

Maduo:solikeyou'restillgonnapunishme?

Reba:you'renotgettingoutofthisonebaby..

Maduo:okay.Willithurt?

Reba:Yes..

Herheartraced.Ifitwillmakehim feelbetter

forhim topunishherthensobeit.

Maduo:Tonight?



Reba:yes..

Hrsaidashekissedherforehead.Shebraced

herself.Thiswasgoingtobealonglongnight.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduo'sheadwasonhischestassheate

popcornfrom thebowl.

Maduo:You'rewatchingRebaakere?

Reba:Yeah..

Maduolookedathim andhelookedtotally

bored.

Maduo:Nomatterhowboredyouareweare

watchingthismovie.



Reba:Romance?

Maduo:ng..theyarenice.Justholdmelikethat

ifyou'renotwatching.

Hechuckled.

Reba:MmaKgosistopbeingbossy.

Maduo:Iam not.Shh...heisproposing.

HerolledhiseyesandMaduogiggledasshe

leanedintohischest.

30minuteslaterthemovieendedandMaduo

sighedsadly.

Maduo:Anotherone?

Rebachuckled.

Reba:Youdoknowyoucan'trunawayfrom me.

Maduo:Iknow.Justwanttopushthetime..

Reba:Okay..



Maduojusttiedhergowntighterasshestood

upandswitchedoffthetv.Sheswitchedonthe

stereoandlookedathim.

Reba:Iam notdancing..

Maduo:Thisonce.It'sjusttwoofus.It'snotlike

everyoneiswatching.

Shewentthroughhissongswhileshewatched

him bythecornerofhereye.Hismusictaste

wasgreat.Whydidn'tshecheckouthissongs

before?Butsheknewnow.

Sheleftthesongonandshejusttookbothof

hishandsashesighedwithasmile.Hestood

upandheldherfrom behindastheydanced

slowlytothebeat.Oneofhisboldtimefavorites.

Shewouldbestupidtotryandloseallofthis.

Reba:Babyonethingisforcertain,whatever

you'redoingit'sworking.Othergirlsdon't



matterinyourpresence,can'tdowhatyoudo.

TheresamilliongirlsaroundbutIdon'tsee

anyonebutyou.Girlyou'resooneina

million,youare(singingsoflyagainsther

ear)Babyyou'rethebestIeverhad!

Sheblushed.Damnhisvoice.Itsenttinglesall

overherbodyandshecouldfeelhim from

behind

Maduo:BestIeverhad!(singing)

Reba:AndI'm certainthat,thereain'tnothing

better.Nothereain'tnothingbetterthan

this(singing)

Henuzzledherneckandshegigled.

Reba:Babyyou'rethebestIeverhad..

Hesangashekissedherneckgently.Shewas

alreadybeetred.Damnthisman!

Shelaidherheadonhischestastheymoved

theirbodiestothetuneandshefeltathomein



hisarms.

Heturnedherandfrenchkissedherlips.She

leanedintohim andstoodonhertippytoes

kissinghim.Hemadeherwrapherlegsaround

hiswaistashekissedherinthemiddleofthe

room.Hesqueezedherbehindandshemoaned

intohismouth.

Rebagentlyputherdownwithoutbreakingthe

kiss.Henippedatherlowerlipandsmiled.

Maduoopenedhereyesandlookedathim.His

smilewasakilleroneandsheplacedherhands

onhisbarechest.

Rebakissedherlipsonceagainandpickedher

up.Hecarriedhertothebedroom andMaduo

knewwhatwasgoingtohappenthatside.She

wasnotsureofwhattoexpectbutshehadan

ideaofwhatwasabouttogodown.

Shesmiledagainsthislips.



Hebrokethekissandlookedatherwhilst

walkingtothebedroom.

Reba:Whyareyousmiling?

Maduo:Nothing..keepwalkingKgosi..

Hechuckled.

Reba:Yesmam.

Hegottothebedroom andclosedthedoorwith

hisfoot.

Hegentlylaidheronthebedand#EXPLICIT

InthemorningRebalookedatherandhe

smiled.Fuck!Hesoftlypeckedherpoutedlips

asshefacedtheotherway.Shemustbetired.

Hegotoutofbedandheadedtothebathroom.

Maduoopenedhereyes.Shedidn'twantto

smilebutinsomesortofwaythepunishment



hadturnedouttobesomehowpleasurable.

Shelookedatherwristsandsighed.Theywill

fadewithtime.

Shetriedtosituprightbutherbodywasinit's

ownkindofpainatthemoment.Shejustfaced

thewhiteceiling.Shesmiledaloneandfaced

theotherway.Hewasgood.Daaamn!

Hewalkedoutofthebathroom andhechuckled

lookingather.

Reba:You'reawakebabydoll?

Shenodded.

Reba:Howareyoufeeling?

Maduo:Mybodyisaching.

Reba:Howisthecookiejar?

Sheblushed.

Maduo:Sore.Icouldn'tfeelmylegs.

Reba:Thattendstohappen.Let'stakecareof



younow.

Maduo:Aftercare?

Reba:Mmhmm..Doyouwantmetocarryyou?

Maduo:Yesplease..

Sheliftedherarmstohim aswouldatoddler

andhepickedherupheadingtothebathroom

wherehehadranwaterforher.

Hegentlyplacedherinthewaterthenhegot

inside,sittingbehindher.

Maduolikedthissetting.Itwassointimate.

Reba:Talktome..

Hesaidasherubbedherback.

Maduo:Canwealwaysbethisclose?

Reba:okay..

Maduo:Idon'twantjustanokay..

Reba:Wewillalwaysbethisclose.



Maduo:Thankyou.Youdorealisewenever

usedprotection?

Reba:Iknow.

Maduoturnedtolookathim.

Maduo:Youwanttomakemepregnant

Rebabedi?

Rebasmirked.

Reba:Maybe..

Shehithischest.

Maduo:Keoreontsejang?

Helaughed.

Reba:I'm sorry..

Maduo:Iknowyou'renot.Bonasmilesateng.

Mxm.

Reba:Iassureyou,you'regood.Wewon'tdisturb

youreducation.

Shecockedaneyebrow.



Maduo:We?

Rebakissedherneck.

Reba:Yes.We...

Maduo:Wenalemang?

Reba:Son.

Sheclappedherhandsonce.

Maduo:WaitseBabirwabampontshadilo..

Reba:Stopbeingdramatic.Wewon'tdisturbyou

okay?

Hesaidashekissedherback.

Maduo:You'rehappy.

Reba:I'm notsupposedtobehappy?

Maduo:Youare.Butwebothknowit'snotgoing

tolast.Tomorrowyouwon'tbesmilinglikethis

anditwillbebacktosquareone.

Reba:I'm tryingmybest..



Maduo:IsaidI'llhotspotyouwithmylove.

Helaughed.

Maduo:Butthankyoufortrying.Itmeansalot.

EventuallywewillgetthereIguess.

Reba:Iguess.Seemswe'restuckforlife.

Shegrinnedathim.

Maduo:Thewaterisgettingcold.

Reba:Howareyoufeeling?

Maduo:Better.Onlyabit.Atinybit.

Hereleasedthestopperandletthewaterflow

out.Herefilledthebathtubagainwithwarm

waterassheleanedintohischest.

Maduo:Ididn'tknowyouknewhowtosing.

Reba:Idon't.

Maduo:Tellyourselfthat.



Anhourlatershewasinwarm clothesand

chillingonthesofa.Sheswitchedbetween

channelsashemadebreakfast.Theintercom

rang.

Maduo:Thereissomeonebythegate.

Reba:Letmegocheckandmakesurethefood

doesn'tburn.

Maduo:WherewillIgettheenergytogothe

kitchen?

Shesaidasshegavehim alook.

Hechuckledashewipedhishands.Heleftthe

houseandwenttoopenthegate.Hewasmet

withthatkidshewastryingtofoolaroundwith.

Hismoodwentfrom ahundredtozero.

Tlhompho:MorningMrKgosi..Imeanno

disrespectsirbutcanIseeMaduo?

Tlhompho'sheartracedinhischest.Hedidn't

knowifhewasgoingtoagree.IfwhatMaduo



saidwastrueaboutherbeinghiswife,hedidn't

thinkhewasgoingtoallowhertoseehim atall.

Reba:Whydoyouwanttotalktoherkid?

Tlhompho:Ijustwanttocleartheair.Imeanno

disrespectsir.Atall.

Rebagavehim aboredlook.Helookedlikehe

wasgoingtoshithimselfsohemightaswell

givehim whathewants.

Reba:Waithere..

Tlhomphobreathedinashewaitedand

watchedMrKgosigetinsidethehouse.

Reba:Maduoyourboyfriendislookingforyou..

Shesquintedhereyesasherforeheadcreased.

Hesoundedveryangry.

Reba:KgosiIdon'thaveaboy..

Shepausedanditclicked.Fuck!Tlhompho.



Nowhowthehellisshesupposedtogettothe

gatewhileshewasthissore?

Maduo:Rebabedi?Babe?Helpmeup.

Hehelpedhergettoherfeet.

Maduo:Whydoesn'thecomeherecauseitstill

hurts..

Reba:Iam nothavingkidsgetintomyhouselet

alonemyyard.

Shesighed.Hewasangryandtheirmorning

hadbeengoingsowell.

Maduo:Iunderstand.Letmegetgoingtothe

gatethen.

Shesaidasshetookeasybabysteps.She

wincedabit.Attimesshefeelslikethisman

justwantstotearherapart.Shewalkedtothe

doorslowly.Hejustpickedherup.

Maduo:Thanks.

.



.

UNEDITED&SHORT

*

*

LIKE&COMMENT

*

#EXPLICITwillbepostedlaterlaterlater..much

muchlatersoforgivemeifIposttwoinserts

whilstitisnotyetpostedinthegroup.

*

Goodmorning

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#62

ARebabedi'shouse



Rebacarriedherandsheheldontohisneck.

Reba:KanaMaduowaitseontlwaetsa

bananyana.(Maduoyou'remakingkids

disrespectme)

Maduo:Iam reallysorryKgosi.Itwillnever

happenagain.

Reba:Ihopeso..

Shenoddedassheplacedherheadonhis

shoulder.

Tlhomphostoodbythegateashesawthem

approachingthegate.Hewascarryingher.She

wasactuallymarried?Hedidn'tknowwhether

tobeheartbrokenortobeshocked.Hefeltlike

afoolcomingheretoconfrontanotherman's

wife.



Rebagentlyplacedherdownandhewalked

away.

Tlhompholookedather.Hefeltsostupid.He

sawthediamondringinherfingerandpain

chokedhim.Shereallywassomeone'swife.

Tlhompho:Soyou'reactuallymarriedandyou

hadtojustrubitinmyface.

Maduolookedathim.

Maduo:Ihonestlydidn'tmeantoleadyouon.I

admitIliedaboutmymaritalstatus.

Tlhompho:Ifeelsostupidrightnow.

Maduo:Youdidn'thavetocome.

Shesaidassheranherhandthroughherweave

andherwristshowed.Tlhomphosawthe

bruisesaroundherwrist.

Hefrowned.Maybesheneededanescape

causeshewasbeingabused.

Maduonoticedhewaslookingatheroddlyand



shewaspuzzled.Shefollowedhiseyesandshe

sawthathersleevehadmoveddown.

Shebroughtherhanddown.

Maduo:Lookyouhavetogo.Iam marriedandI

can'ttalktoyouanymore.

Tlhompho:Ishebeatingyou?Hecausedthat

bruise?

Hewasaskingtoomuchnow.

Maduo:I'm goodTlhompho.Youreallyhaveto

go.

Tlhompho:Youknowyoucanreporthim.No

matterhowmuchofabigshotheis.I

understandwhyyoumaybeentertainedmy

company.Icanhelpyou..

Maduo:Modimo!!TlhomphoIam notbeing

abusedbathong!Iam good.Iam sorryforlying

toyou.Idonotknowgorekekope

maitshwarelogakae?Iam sorry.Youcango



please.(God!TlhomphoIam notbeingabused.I

am good.Iam sorryforlyingtoyou.Idonot

knowhowmanytimesmustIapologise.Iam

sorry.Youcangoplease.)

Tlhomphosadlylookedather.Manywomen

werestuckinabusivemarriagesandthey

usuallyturnedawayhelpwhenitpresented

itself.Heshouldrespectherwishes.Yeah!But

hewillfindawaytohelpher.Shewasstill

youngandfulloflife.

Tlhompho:Okay.Iwillgobutevenifyoublock

me,Iwanttohelpyou..

Maduo:justgomothowaModimo!

Heleftandshesighed.Hewasgone.Thegate

wasstillopen.Shedidn'thavetheenergyto

pushitsothatitcanclose.



Maduo:Reba?(shouting)

Hecameafteraminuteandshesmiled.He

closedthegate.

Maduoliftedherarmstohim ashepickedher

up.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Reba:Didyoudealwithhim?

Maduo:mmhmm...whatarewehavingfor

breakfastMrKgosi?

Reba:You'llsee..

AtLaone'splace

Terrykissedhercheek.

Terry:Don'tyouhavework?



Laone:I'm offfortheday..

Terry:Okay..Ihavetogoseemymotherforthe

wholeofthisweek.

Laone:Okay..IwishIcanmeetyourparentsbut

okay.

Helaughedashekissedherforehead.

Terry:Soonmylove.

Laone:Okay..Ican'twaitthen.Hopetheylikeme.

Terry:Whywon'ttheylikeyou.Iloveyouand

that'sallthatmattersbaby..

Shesmiled.

Terrywalkedoutoftheroom andheadedtothe

bedroom.Hetooktheringboxoutofhispocket.

Hehopedathometheywillmakehiswishes

happen.Hesliditintohispocketasher

grabbedthecarkeys.



HewalkedoutandwenttoLaone.

Terry:Ihavetogonowlove..

Shepoutedandhejustkissedherpoutedlips.

Terry:Don'tbelikethatLala..Iwillcall.Iam

passingbymyhouse..

Laone:Okay.Iloveyou.

Terry:Iloveyoumorebaby..

Helightlykissedhercheeksandhewalkedout.

Hegotinsidehiscarandhetookoutthering

again.Heisreadytobeafamilymanandhave

kidswithher.Hesmiledashebithislowerlip.

Thelusthehadoverhersisterwastemporary

andhewassureaboutLala.

Hestartedthecarasheputtheringinthe

cubicle.



AtPrecious'shouse

Shewalkedaroundthehousewhilerubbingher

sevenmonthbelly.

Precious:Okayboyboy..Ican'twaitforyouto

meetyoursister.(smiling)Sheisabittooloud

butsheisagoodsister.Sheisalreadyplanning

onspoilingyourotten.

Shewalkedtotheloungeandsatdown.She

thoughtfullylookedagherphonebeforeshe

pickeditup.ShedialedMaduo'snumber.She

answeredonthethirdring.

Maduo:Mama..

Precious:Areyoubusy?

Maduo:Nope..Ebilemama..(sighing)IhavealotI

needtosayandIhopeyouwon'tshoutatme.I

just..

Precious:Iam listening..



MaduolookedatRebawhowasonhisphone.

Hewasnotmovingandshewantedtotalkto

hermother.Sheplacedthephoneonherchest.

Maduo:BaecanIspeakwithmymother?

Hejustsighedashestoodup.

Maduo:Thankyou..

Shesighedassheheldthephoneagainsther

ear.

Maduo:MamaIdidsomethingverystupid..

Precious:Doesithavesomethingtodowith

yourweirdmoodsthisweek.

Maduo:Kindof.Justdon'tshoutatme.Please.

Precious:Mustbebadifyouareaskingmenot

tosayanything.Maduoyoudoknowthatif

you'rewrongIwillreprimandyou.Marriedor

notgagopalegorekegobetse.



Maduo:Eemma...Iknow..

Shestartedtellinghermotherandhermother

wasquietbytheendofall.

Maduo:Mama??

Precious:OsechopeteMaduo?(areyoustupid

Maduo?)

Shelookeddownasshameateatthecorners

ofherheart.Sheknewthatahotslapwould

havelandedherfacebynow.

Maduo:Nnyaamma..(nomam)

Precious:Bathong!Youdon'tdothat.Atleasthe

letitslide.

Slide?Justlikethat?Ifonlysheknewhedidn't

letit'slide'.

Maduo:Ee..IadmitwhatIdidwasstupid..

Precious:Ifhedidwhatyoudidwouldyoube

furiousbynow.Am Ilying?



Nowthatsheactuallymentionedit,thethought

ofRebacheatingonherdidn'tsitwellwithher.

Maduo:Nnyaa..

Precious:Maduomarriageworkswith

communication.Whenyouhaveproblemsyou

calm downthenthinkaboutit.Youdon'tuse

peopleasawaytotryandforgetyourproblems.

Peoplegethurt.Doingthatinvitesathirdparty

intoyourmarriage.Trustissuesrisebecauseof

that.

Maduoheardher.Soinotherwordshermother

mighthaveforgivenherdadforcheatingbut

stilldoesn'ttrusthim.Rebadoesn'ttrusther

now.

Precious:Trustandloyaltymatters.Loveisan

emotionorratheranactionthatcansuddenly

stop.Somemarriagesarestillstanding

becausethepeopletrusteachother.Youcan



loveapersonandstillnottrustthem.Andyou

knowwhatlackoftrustleadsto?Insecurities

andjealousy.Jealousyisdeadlybecauseit

leadstoobsessiveness.Thatleadstoaperson

alwayswantingtomonitoryourmovesall

becausetheydon'ttruatyou.Andthatkindof

lovebecomestoxicanditkillsMaduo.Doyou

wanttogothroughthatroad?

Maduo:Nnyaamma.

Precious:Respectyourmarriage.Eveninanger.

Youmarriedintoahouseholdnameand

imagineifyournamesareallovernewspapers?

Thattarnishesthename.Ifyoucan'trespect

yourhusbandenoughthenatleastrepsectthe

sanctityofmarriage.Maduolenyalogase

diketlo.

Hermotherpausedtobreathalittlebeforeshe

wenton.

Precious:Akereyou'regoingtoUB..that'swhere



thetrustisneededmore.Youareapartandyou

havenoideawhattheotherisdoing.Youneed

tobefullyassuredthatyourpartnerisloyal

wherevertheyare.

Maduo:Eemma..Iunderstandmama..kedirile

phosoketlaipaakanya.(Yesmam.Iunderstand

mom..Imadeamistake,Iwillcorrectmyself)

Precious:pleasedoso.Ihopeyouheardme.

Maduo:Loudandclear.

Precious:Idon'twantissueskanaMaduo.

Havingalotoffamilymeetingstotryandsolve

problemsthatcouldhavebeenavoided.

Maduo:Eemma..

Precious:Good.Don'tletyouremotionstryto

ruleyou,bestrongerthanyouremotions.

Maduo:Okayma..Howisthebaby?

Precious:Doinggoodactuallyjustamonthor

twoleftthenyou'llmeetyourbrother.



Maduo:Icannotwait.Istillwillbetherich

sibling.

Precious:(laughing)eemma..

Maduo:Ihavetogomama.Thankyousomuch

andIloveyouma..

Precious:Iloveyoutoo.

Shehungupandshethoughtfullylookedather

ring.

AtTlhompho'shouse.

Tlhompho:Mansowhatdoyouifthegirlofyour

dreamsisbeingabused?

DarienfrownedandlookedatTlhompho.He

wasbeingforrealrightnow?

Darien:Areyoutellingmeaboutthechickyou

saidyouliked?



Tlhompho:Yesbroo..dudeIthinkIhavefallen

forher...

Darienlaughedtilltearscameoutofhiseyes.

HelookedatTlhomphoandhislaughterdied

out.

Darien:Tlhompho?T-manareyoubeingforreal

nowdude?

Tlhompho:WhenhaveIeverjokedaboutsuch

matters?IknowIfuckedaroundbackin

highschoolbutIam beingforreal.Haveyou

everseenher?

Darien:Younevershowedmeherpics..Imean

youwentonabouthowcuteandinnocentshe

is.

Tlhomphobithislowerlip.

Tlhompho:Sheis.Shehasthatinnocencethat

canmakeonewanttomoveheavenandearth

forjustforhertoawardyouwithasmile



Darien:wellshit!Loveatfirstsight..cupidshot

youstraightintheheartman.

Tlhompho:Wellyouhaveagirlfriendmanso

shutup.

Darien:Mygirlisnoneofyourbusiness.

Tlhomphograbbedhisphonefrom thestand

andwentthroughthepicshehadsavedfrom

Facebook.

HeshowedDarien.

Tlhompho:Her.Shelivesafewhousesaway.

Darienlookedatthepicturecarefully.Heswore

heknewhername.Hetookouthisphoneand

wenttoWhatsAppwherehecheckedhis

girlfriend'sstatus.Helookedatthegirlthenat

thestatus.

HeshowedthestatustoTlhompho.

Darien:Her?



Tlhompho:Youknewher?

Hesaidashereadthecaption.

Darien:Atthewedding...

Tlhompho:Iknowjust..justtalktoyourgirlto

talktoherforme.

Darien:ManIloveourbrotherhoodbutthat

youngmamacitaiscuffed.LiterallyandIdon't

think..

Tlhompho:Sheisbeingabused.Isawthe

bruisesonherwristthismorningafterher

husbandsawusyesterday.

DarienjustlookedatTlhompho.

Darien:Youmust..

Tlhompho:Iam notwrong..shequicklyhidher

handafterthat.Shewasbeingdefensive..What

doIdotosaveher?



Darienshookhishead.
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AtTlhompho'shouse



Darien:Tlhomphostayoutofpeople'sbusiness

man.

Tlhompho:Ican't.Especiallywhensheisbeing

hurt.

Darien:Doyouknowwhatyou'regoingup

against?

Tlhompho:Nooneisabovethelaw.Noteven

RebabediKgosi.

Darienjustshookhisheadashisdreadlocks

movedintheair.

Darien:Tlhomphodudeno.You'rejustakidto

him.Wehavenoproofthatsheisbeing

abused..

Tlhompho:Isawherwrists.

Darien:Wrists?Isthatenoughforyoutojumpto

conclusionsaboutherbeingabused?

Tlhompho:Askyourgirlmaybesheknows



something.

Darien:Iam notinvolvingRethainallofyour

unverifiedstatements.That'sherbestfriendfor

fuck'ssake.Tlhomphodropthis.Youmetthis

chickliketwodaysagoandnowyouwantto

playhero?

Tlhompho:IthinkIloveherman..

Darien:Youdonot.Youarenotsupposedto.

Sheismarriedandhonestlyyouarestilltoo

youngtotryandbreakhermarriage.

Tlhompho:AtfirstIdidn'tknowshewasmarried.

Ifoundoutyesterday.

Darien:Thenstayaway..gabagopushalewena

pushegaoskaitirastatueofliberty(whenthey

pushyouaway,bepushed.Don'tmakeyourself

thestatueofliberty)

Tlhompho:IhearyouDarien.



Darien:Good.Forgetherman.Wehaveschool

tolookforwardto.

Tlhompho:UB?

Darien:Yepandwemightgetyouafreshbroad

thatside.Forgetherman.

Hefakedasmile.

Darie:ohwouldyoulookatthetime.Ihavetogo.

Stayawayfrom her.

Tlhompho:Sure.

Darienlefthisroom.Tlhomphosatonhisbed

ashethoughtofhisnextmove.Hetookhiss

phoneanddialedthePolice'snumber.

Tlhompho:Hello?Iwouldliketobeanonymous.

Ihavesomethingtoreport.....



AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduowentthroughheremailsashermind

keptonthinkingaboutwhathermom hadsaid.

Trust.Shelookedatthepassageandshe

sighed.Hedidn'ttrusther.Sheopenedthe

attachmentsthatweresentbytheUniversityof

Botswana.Shehastodotheprocesses.School

wasfastapproachingandintwotothree

monthsshewillbegone.

Rebacametositnexttoherandhejustplaced

herheadonhislap.

Reba:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Maduo:IreallywaswrongforwhatIdid.

Reba:Wedealtwiththatalreadydollface..

Maduomovedherheadandlookedathim.



Maduo:Butstill..

Reba:justdon'tthinkaboutit.

Hesaidasheplacedherheadonhischest.

Maduosnuggledupagainsthim.

Maduo:MamahighlightedalotandIdon'twant

ustobethattoxiccouplewhichhastrust

issues.IwillearnyourtrustbackIguess.

Reba:Ihearyou..don'tstressaboutit.

Maduo:Okay.Ilikered.

ShesaidrandomlyandRebasmiled.

Reba:Red.Noted.

Theintercom soundedandtheylookedateach

other.

Maduo:Youcangocheck.

Shemovedherheadandhestoodup.Heslid

thedoorandwalkedtothegate.Whatnow?



Hewasmetwithtwopoliceofficers.Whatthe

hell?

Reba:HowcanIbeofassistance?

Officer:Wehadatipoff.Wehaveafew

questionstoaskyou,ifyouwouldfollowusto

thepolicestationtogetyourstatement.

Reba:Okay..

Heleftthem thereandjoggedtothehouse.He

grabbedhisphoneandwalkedtoher.

Maduo:Whoisit?

Reba:Police.

Maduo'seyessquintedandherlipscurved.

Police?Whatdidhedonow?

Maduo:Whatdotheywant?

Reba:Ihavenoidea..letmegetgoing.

Maduostoodupandjustkissedhislips.

Maduo:You'lltellmewhat'sgoingonafterthat?



Reba:Definitely.Don'tworry.

Maduo:Ishouldbeworried..

Sheheldhischeek.

Maduo:It'sjustquestioning,noarrestsakere?

Reba:No..

Hesoftlykissedherlipsandsmiled.

Reba:Don'tworry..

Maduo:Okay.

Hewalkedoutandsheworriedlylookedathim.

Police?Washedoinganythingillegal?Shesat

down.

AtthePolicestation

Reba:Officer,letmegetthisstraight.Youare



questioningmebasedonanassumptionmade

bysomeanonymouscaller?

Officer:MrKgosiwewouldlikeyourcooperation

onthismatter.

Rebajustleanedbackagainstthechair.

Reba:Iam cooperatingaren'tI?Whydidn'tyou

getinsidetoaskmywifethen?

Officer:Wewantedtogetyourstatement.

Reba:Really?Wasthisanexcusetotryand

touchme?

Officer:MrKgosiwithallduerespectweare

followingprotocol.

Reba:Isee..wellcanIgo?Youcanaskmywife

though.Iwouldneverlaymyhandonher.

TheofficersighedashereleasedRebabedi

Kgosi.Therewasnothinghere.

Reba:Thankyouofficer.Nexttimetrytocatch

therealcriminalsnotcivilians.



Hesaidwithasmirkashewalkedout.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduorepeatedlylookedatthedoor.She

expectedhim towalkinatanymoment.What

didhedo?Shewasworriednow.

Rebawalkedinsidetheyardanddialedthe

Sergeant'snumber.

Sergeant:Kgosi.

Reba:tracethenumberthatcalledthePolice

stationandgotmequestioned.Bathoba

ntlwaelamasepajaanonggahetelela(people

areshittingonmeandit'sgettingoutofhand)

Sergeant:Okay.Iwillgothroughthecalllogs.

Rebahungup.Hewalkedtothehouseandhe

satnexttoher.



Maduo:Iam waiting..

Reba:You'reworried.Don'tdothat.

Maduo:Whatwasthequestioningallaboutthen?

Reba:Gatwekagobetsa.(TheyaresayingthatI

beatyou)

Shemadeaface.Beather?Whatwasgoingon

here?

Maduo:Wena?betsa?nna?(you?beat?me?)

Reba:Yup..NowbabydoIbeatyou?

Maduo:No..thehell?Areyousuretheycalled

youforthatorthereareillegalactivities

involved?

Reba:Noillegalactivities.Justthat.YouthinkI

doillegalthings?

Maduo:Idon'tknow.Youtellme.

Reba:Therearenone.



Maduo:Okay.I'm justabittaken.Warebarewa

mpetsanewena?(you'reseriouslysayingthat

theysaidyouarebeatingme?)

Reba:Mmhmm..

Maduo:Kantekeengbathobajalasayaana.

Gorianabonakajaakaongadile(whyarepeople

sojealous?nowyou'reupset)

Hechuckled.

Reba:Maduowaswaba..

Shelaughed.

Maduo:Smile..

Hekissedherpinklipsandsmiledintothekiss.

AtPrecious'splace

Thabisowalkedinsidethehouseandkissedher.

Precious:CanIseethenursery?



Thabiso:Itsasurprise..

Precious:Nowonderyouhidthekeys.

Thabiso:Iknowthatyou'regoingtowanttosee

it.I'm notdone.

Preciousfoldedherarmsandhejustlaughed.

Thabiso:NotgonnaworkonmeMrsSolomon.

Precious:Ihateyou.

Thabiso:Iloveyoutoo..

Hesaidasherubbedherbump.

Thabiso:Thankyou.

Precious:Forwhat?

Thabiso:Givingmeasecondchance.Thebaby.

Precious:Iloveyouthat'swhyanddaremessup

Iam goingtoleaveyouforrealthistime.

Thabiso:yesmam..

Precious:But...



Thabiso:Whatisit?

Precious:WecanopenthenurseryandseeifI

approve.

Thabiso:Notgonnahappenwoman.

Precious:Mxm..

Thabiso:(laughing)Iloveyoutoo..

Shesmiled.Shehaditallnow.Herfamily.This

waswhatmadehercontent.Knowingthatlife

wasfinallygoingwellforher.

AtTerry'shomevillage

Hewalkedoutofthecarashisniecesranto

him andheldhislegs.Helaughed.

Terry:Heylovies..Iwillgiveyouyourthingslater.

Theysmiledastheyletgoandwenttoplay.

Hewalkedinsidethehouseandhefoundhis



parentsinthelounge.

Terry:Dumelang.

RraagweTerry:Boyboyyoucame..

Helaughed.

Terry:I'm nowolderandyou'restillcallingme

boyboypapa..

MmaagweTerry:You'restillourson.

Hesatdownandfacedhisparents.

Terry:Kebatlagonyala(Iwanttomarry)

.
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AtTerry'sparents'

Afteradiscussionoftheissue.

RraagweTerry:Sowearegoingtohavea

meetingletheunclesandwewillsendtheletter.

Terry:Thankyou.

MmaagweTerry:Rebatlagobonangwetsi(we

wanttoseeourdaugherinlaw)

Terrylaughed.

Terry:Shedoesn'tevenknowIam planningon

marryingher.Iwillbringherwith.

RraagweTerry:(laughing)Youdon'twantto

wastetime.



Terry:IloveLaonealotpapaandImeanwewill

havetheballrolling.

RraagweTerry:That'smyboy.

MmaagweTerry:Wellitwasfinallytimeforyou

tosettledownandhaveafamily.

Terrysmiled.Allwaswell.Heneededtopopthe

questionnow.Hisparentsapproved.

AtRebabedi'shouse

HehandedMaduoherfoodasshelookedat

him.

Maduo:Ng..ng..I'm tired.Iwanttosleep.

Shelookedcute.

Reba:You'reskippingthefood?

Maduo:Mhmm..(yawning)Iam tired..Iwantto

rest.



Hetooktheplatefrom herandplaceditonthe

table.

Reba:Wellthenlet'sgetyoutobed.

Maduo:Iforgottotellyou,I'm goingtothespa

tomorrow.

Reba:Youhaveanappointment?

Maduo:IlodgedacomplaintagainstRachel.

Reba:Okay...

Maduo:mmh..Ididn'tlikehowshespoketome.

IwantedtoletitslidebutinmymindIwaslike

nomarn!Shemightdothisinfuture.

Reba:Okaysleepyhead.

Shelaughedsoftly.Hepickedherupandthey

headedtothebedroom.

Hegentlyplacedheronthebed.

Maduo:(yawning)Thankyou.

Hecoveredherwiththeblanketsandhewalked



outoftheroom.

Heclearedeverythingupandheadedtohis

study.

Tyler'scallcamethrough.

Reba:Ihavebeengoneadayandthereare

problems?

Tyler:No..didyouadvertisepostsforthisside?

Reba:Notyet.Staffhousingiscomplete?

Tyler:Theyjustsentthethingsandit'scomplete

now.Nowtheyhavetorefurbishtheoffices.

Reba:Okay.ForwardeverythingsothatIcan

workonit.

Tyler:Howsooncanweadvertisejobs?

Reba:HRcandothatnextweek.Interviewsat

themainbranchandyouhavetobepresent.

Tyler:Damn!Okay...Nowhowarethingsgoing?



Reba:Good.

Tyler:Consideringtherapy?

Reba:Don'tstartwiththatshitTy..

Tyler:Okaybutitwouldhelp.

Reba:I'm good.Ihavetogo.

Hesaidastherewasanotherincomingcall.

Reba:Sergeant...

Sergeant:Imanagedtotracethenumberand

theowner.

Reba:Speak..

Sergeant:Thenumberisregisteredunderthe

nameTlhomphoWilliams.

Reba:wearetalkingaboutapersonhowold?I

meanfindingtheownermeanswehavemost

ofthedetails.

Sergeant:a19yearold.

Rebachuckledindisbelief.Afucking19year



old?

Reba:Tellmeyou'rejoking?

Sergeant:Seriousasaheartattack.

Reba:okay.

Sergeant:Ihopetheinformationisuseful.

Reba:Itmightbe.Thereisnocasereally.No

physicaladdressfound?

Sergeant:Well,Iwillgetbacktoyouinthe

morning.

Reba:okay...

Hehungupandhesighed.Hesearchedfora

TlhomphoWilliamsandhefoundhim.Thatkid?

Heistakingchances.Whatwerehisintentions?

Hewilldealwithallofthistomorrow.

Thefollowingmorning



Maduostretchedherbody.Nowshefeltbetter.

Shesmiledwhenshesawhim sleeping.Her

fingersrubbedhisstubble.Shegotoutofbed

headingtothebathroom.

Whenshecamebackhewasawake.

Maduo:Morning..

Reba:Morning.Comesithere.Weneedtotalk.

Shelookedathim oddly.Hewasserious.

Shesatonthebedandwaitedforhim totalk.

Reba:DoyouknowaTlhompho?

Herheartskipped.Shenevermentionedhis

name.

Maduo:Uhm didyoureadthetextsonmy

Facebook?Itwashonestlyinnocent.

Heraisedaneyebrow.

Reba:ThereareFacebookmessages?



Maduowantedthegroundtoswallowher.She

thoughthewasonheraccountsincemonths

backsheneverreallyloggedoutofheraccount

onhisphone.Nowshejustexposedherself.

God!

Shenodded.

Reba:Wellwe'lltalkaboutthat..soTlhomphois

thatkid?

Maduo:Yes.

Reba:Doyouknowthatheistheonewho

reportedabuse?

Hereyeswidened.Nowthiswasjustturning

outtobesomethingelse.

Reba:perhapsyoucanenlightenmewhyyour

boyfriendthinksIam abusingyouMaduo.

ShewasMaduonow.NotMaddyorbabygirlor

evendoll.



Shejiggledatthecornersofhermemoryand

thatincidentwhenhewaslookingatherwrist

cametomind.

Reba:Iam waitingMaduo.

Maduo:wellyesterdayhekindofsawmywrist

andheconcludedabuse.

Reba:Wow!Okay..YouknowwhyIam telling

youthis?

Sheshookherhead.

Hepickedherupandplacedherontopofhim.

Reba:IwantyoutoknowthatIdon'tplaywhenit

comestoyou.Ihatecompetitionbabygirl.I

hatebeingprovokedyouknowthat?

Shenodded.

Reba:ThenwhateverthathappensIwon'tbe

accountable.

Chillsrandownherspine.



Maduo:wh..whatdoyoumean?

Reba:AsIsaidIhatecompetition.Iwasgoing

toletsleepingdogsliebutyourlittletoyhadto

reportmetothepolice.Nowthat'sadangerous

thingtodo.Yousee..thePoliceandIdon'tmix

andthat'sjusttryingtoopenacanofworms.

Shelookedathim.Hewasserious.

Hechuckled.

Reba:Babyyoushouldn'thavestartedplaying

games.Youwillgethurt.Nowam Iabusingyou?

Shequicklyshookherhead.

Reba:Good.AndIdon'tgothroughyour

FacebookaccountMaduo.Ifyou'reusingthat

accountflirtwithboysthenIdon'tknow...

Sheswallowed.

Reba:WhattookplaceWednesdaynightwas

nothingbabygirl.Keeptestingmewithyour



stunts.Arewegoodnow?

Maduo:yes.

Hervoicewassmall.Hekissedherforehead.

Hecanbesweettoherandyetstillscarethe

helloutofher.

Reba:Ihaveapastbabyandit'snotaprettyone.

I'm startingtodoubtmytrustinyou.

Shesighedsadly.Nowshereallyhastoshow

him thathecantrusther.

Maduo:I'm sorry..I..madeamistake.

Reba:It'sokay.

Silenceenvelopedtheroom andshejustlooked

athim.Shecouldseethedisappointmentinhis

eyesandshejustsawthatshecomplicated

things.Shewastheonewhointroduced

Tlhomphointheirlivesandithasn'tevenbeena

monthandtheyarethreatsflyingaround.All



becauseofher.Suchashame.

Herphoneringingbrokethesilenceandshe

lookedathim.Henoddedandshetookher

phoneandansweredit.

Maduo:Hey..

Shefakedhappinessbutitwashard.

Rethabile:Yousounddown..wellnotforlong.I'm

intown.

Maduo'seyeslitupabit.

Maduo:IntownasinFrancistown?

Rethabile:Yes,yes..I'm here..foraweekthough

butyesbabes..

Maduo:Thenweshoulddefinitelylink.

Rethabile:WeshouldandIwanttointroduce

youtosomeone..welllet'ssayadatetoday?

We'lltalkthen.



Maduo:OkayThabi..

Rethabile:Okay..ByeMaddy..seeyoulater.

Maduo:Bye.

Shehungupandplacedthephoneback.

ShelookedatReba.

Maduo:Iunderstand.Thankyoufortellingme.I

causedthismess...

.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

MaduogotreadyforthemeetingwithRachelat

thespa.Thensheisgoingtomeetupwith

Rethabile.

Sheworeherringonherfingerandlookedatit.

Shebettertrynottoruinthismarriage.The

Kgosiancestorsdonotplaybuttheydon't

scareherasmuchashowRebadoes.

Shewalkedtothestudyandshefoundhim

busyonthelaptopwithglasseson.Hewore

glasses?

Welleverythingsuitshim sosheshouldn'tbe

surprised.

Maduo:I'm going.TomeetwithThabi.

Heremovedtheglassesandrubbedhiseyes.

Reba:Okay.DoIneedtodropyouoffattown?



Maduo:I'lltakeataxi.Idon'twanttodisturbyou.

You'reworkingandmakingmoney.

Hechuckled.

Maduo:Speakingofmoney,wecanmakemoney

later..

Hesmiled.

Reba:Justgo,you'redisturbingme.

Maduo:okay.Seeyoulater.

Shewalkedoutwithasmile.Hewasnotthat

angry.ShecalledRethabile.

Maduo:ThabsiemyThabi..Rethababe..

Rethabile:Whatdoyouwant?

Maduo:Ohnothing,let'ssaywemeetby..(she

pausedtothink)okay..Woolworths?

Rethabile:Fairenough..stillbusy..stoop

yeela!(laughing)



Maduo:That'smycuetohangup..nnabusyle

yourperson.

Shechuckledasshewalkedoutofthehouse.

Shelookedaround.Hishousewasbeuatiful.No

lie.Shepushedthegateopenandthenclosedit

onceshewasoutside.

Shehailedataxiandgotinside.

Intown

Rethabile:Ryyouwereinterruptingmycall.

Darien:Iloveyoutoo..

Rethabile:Justknowthatifyouhurtme..Maddy

iscomingafteryou.

Darien:Iwon'thurtyou.

Rethabile:Youbetter.Whattimedidyourfriend

sayheisjoiningus?



Darien:Anhourfrom now.

Rethabile:Okay.Inthemeantime...

Theytalkedandgiggledastheytookpictures.

MeanwhileontheothersideoftownMaddy

walkedinsidethespa.ShesawNicole.

Maduo:Morning.

Nicole:MrsKgosihi..HowcanIbeoff

assistance?

MaduosmiledwhenshesawNicole'ssmile.

Suchafriendlyperson.

Maduo:Iam lookingfortheBossorsupervisor's

office.Notsurewhichoneiswhich?Canyou

showme?

Nicole:ofcourse..followme.

NicolewalkedinfrontofherandMaduojust



silentlyfollowedher.

Nicole:thisistheoffice.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Sheknockedandopenedthedoorwhenshe

heardavoicesayingenter.

Shewalkedinsideandsmiled.

Sheextendedherhandandtheyshookhands.

Maduo:Hi,I'm MrsKgosi.IcalledonMonday

lodgingacomplaintaboutoneofyourworkers.

Boss:ofcourse.Well,theemployeeinquestion

shouldbehereanyminutefrom now.

Theladysaidassheglancedatherwatch.She

lookedatMaduoagain.Shewassuchapretty

youngthing.WhywouldRachelinsultayoung

ladylikeher.SosheistheeMrsKgosi.Young

butmenmarryyoungwomenanywaysoit

wasn'tthatmuchofabigdeal.



Rachelwalkedinsideandherheartstopped

whenshesawMaduo.Sheknewit.Thelittle

sluthadthenervetocomeandcomplicateher

worklife.Shefakedasmileasshesatonthe

chairnexttoMaduo's.

Boss:WelkRachelyouknowwhyyou'rehere..

Rachel:Yesmam..

Shesaidwiththemosthumblevoiceshecan

muster.

Maduojustlookedather.

Boss:Wellyouknowwhattodo..

ShefacedMaduoandinherheartofheartsshe

wantedtoslapMaduo.Shelookedsosmug.

Rachel:WellMrsKgosi..

Maduocouldfeelthevenom inthewayshe

addressedher.Thisapologywassogonnabe

fake.

Rachel:IhumblyapologizeforthewayIspoke



toyouwhenyouwerehere.Iwasoutoflineand

Iam sorry.

Maduodecidedtoletitslide.

Maduo:Okay.It'swaterunderthebridge.Ihope

itneverhappensagain.

Rachel:ItshallneverhappenagainMrs.

Shefacedherbosswithfakehumbleness.

Maduo:WellIguessthat'sthat.Thankyoufor

arrangingthismeeting.Thankyouforyoue

apologyMsRachel..

Shestoodup.

Maduo:Thankyou.Haveagooddayandwell

yourservicesaregoodandiftheemployees

improvetheirattitudesitwillbemuchbetter.

Shewalkedoutandsmiled.Okay.Thabinow.

RethabilestoodinfrontofWoolworthswaiting



forMaduo.Shespottedherandsmiled.She

didn'twanttocauseascenesoshewaitedtill

shewasinfrontofher.Theyhugged.

Maduo:OkayThabsieletgo...letgoo..Ican't

breathjeez.

Thabilethergowithasmileplasteredonher

face.

Theywalkedintothestore.

Maduo:Yousawmelastweek..

Rethabile:YouwerefocusedontheweddingsoI

hadtogiveyouguysspace.

Maduowalkedtowardsthebaby'ssectionand

Thabiraisedhereyebrows.

Rethabile:we'realreadyexpectingmygodchild?

Maduo:Fosek.Ae..Theseareformom's..my

babybrotheridiot.

Rethabile:okay..let'scontinuelooking.



TheywentthroughtheclothesasMaduoended

upbuyingsomeoftheclothes.

Maduo:Basicallythat'sit.Asurprisebaby

showerformommytobe.

Rethabile:That'scutenowlet'stalkaboutyou.

Maduo:Whataboutme?

Rethabile:Imeanthisweekyouweren'tfine.I

couldtellfrom yourvoice.Youknowyoucan't

lietomyface.

Maduo:It'snothing.

Rethabile:Itissomethingifitbothersyou

Maddy.TalktoausiRethadah.

Maduolaughed.

Maduo:JustthatImissedmyhusband.Hewas

onaworktrip.

Rethabile:aaaw..that'scute..itwillgetbetter

friend.



Maduo:Ihopeso..

Theyjoinedthelineastheykeptontalking.

Maduopaidforthebabystuffandwalkedout

holdingtheplasticbags.

Rethabile:Iam happy.

Maduo:Hehurtsyou,Ihaunthim..

Rethabile:KanalonabaBobonong(Youpeople

from Bobonong)

ShelaughedandMaduojoinedinonthe

laughter.

Maduo:Leaveusalone..

Rethabile:AtschoolIhadtodobreathing

exercisesbeforetalkingtoyouafterIheardyou

sayyou'refrom Bobonong.

Maduo:Ijaakg..mxm..somethingtoeat?

Rethabile:Sure..butyouarehappy

Maduo:Iam aren'tI?



Rethabile:SuresureMrsKgosi..

Theyfistbumpedandtheylaughed.

Rethabile:andhereIthoughtIwasgoingto

marryfirst..

Maduo:Itis..

Rethabile:Whatitis.

TheyfoundanemptytableinsideNando'sand

theysatdownasMaddyplacedtheshopping

bagsdown.

Rethabile:Pictures..

MaduotookoutherphoneandRethabile

smirked.

Rethabile:Hook,lineandsinker..

Maduobrushedheroff.Sheknowsshemade

him herlockscreenandHomescreen.

Rethabile:anyhowlet'sorderMmaKgosi..



RethabiletextedDarienandtoldthenwhere

theywere.Sheplacedherphonedownas

Maddystartedsnappingpictureswithher

phone.

Rethabile:Ryisaroundhere..hesaidhewillbe

hereinafew.

Maduo:Okay..

RethamadethepeacesignasMaddyangled

thecamera.

Rethabile:Sendthem..

Maduo:Definitely..

Theyposedforthepictures.

DarienwaswithTlhompho.

Darien:Tlhomphopleaseplease..justdon'tbe

awkward.

Tlhompho:Iwon't.Butseeingheragainwillbe



nice

Darien:Don'tstart.Idon'twantthistoblowupin

yourface.MeandmygirlmadeadealthatI

shouldmeetherbestieandshemeetsmybest

guy.

Tlhompho:Okay.Iwilltrytoshutupjustnotto

causetrouble.

Darien:Good.They'reinthatplace.

Heshowedhim withhiafinger.

Darien:Nowactnormalman.Therearelotsof

fishinthesea.Iam sureMaduoisn'ttheonly

girlintheuniverse.

Withaheartofsteeltheywalkedtowards

Nandos.

Rethabilespottedthem.

Rethabile:Theyarecoming.



Maduosquintedhereyes.

Maduo:Ican'tseeathing.

Rethabile:Wherearetheglasses?

Maduosighedasshetookoutthecasewiththe

specs.Sheworetheglassesandshegasped

softly.Thedaywasaniceonenowthis.

Theboyssatonthechairsoppositethegirls.

Tlhomphoswalloweddrylyashesawtheshiny

rockonherfingeryetagain.Shewasreally

reallymarried.Butmaybehesavedherandshe

waswearingitforshow.

DarienkissedThabi'scheek.

Rethabile:Introsyay...

Maduo'smoodwasalreadyspoiled.

Rethabile:MaddythisisDarienmyboyfriend

andRythat'sMaduomyfavouritehumanbeing.

Maduochuckledassheextendedherhand



towardsDarien.Heshookitbeforehewithdrew.

Dammit!HeknewnowwhyTlhomphowas

hunguponher.

Herpicturesdidn'tdoherjustice.Tlhompho

lookedather.Shewassocuteinthoseglasses

andherlipglossedlipswereinviting.Naturally

beautiful.Shedidn'tneedanymakeuporany

filtertoshine.

Darien:pleasuretomeetyou..

Maduo:Likewise.Wehadalreadyplacedan

order?Canweorderforyouguys?

TlhomphoclearedhisthroatandDarien

rememberedthathehastointroducethem

thoughtheykneweachother.ThewayMaduo

hadblatantlyignoredTlhompho'sexistence

wassavage.

Darien:WellthisismyfriendTlhompho..

Maduo:Ooh..helooksfamiliar,havewemet

before?butHiTlhompho,I'm Maduo.Everyone



callsmeMaddy..

Shesaidwithasmileandthatjustbroke

Tlhompho'sheart.

Rethabilecouldfeelthesimmeringtensionand

shejustdecidedtoaskeveryoneaboutit

separatelyafterthisbrunchwasover.

Maduoplacedherphonedown.

Maduo:Excusemeguysforabit.

Shestoodupandwalkedoutsidetobreath.

Pretendingwassuchhardwork.

Meanwhileinsideherphonevibrated.Tlhompho

sawthelockscreenandwow!Eventhesaved

contactspokevolumes.

Heclearedhisthroat.Itfeltasifsomethingwas

stuck.



Tlhompho:Letmegohandherherphone..give

meaminute.

Hegrabbedthephoneandwalkedout.

Rethabile:Theenergyaroundthistableisjust

weird.

Maduorubbedhertemplesandshesaw

Tlhompho.Hesilentlyhandedher,herphone.

Shesawhisnameflash,sheansweredit.

Maduo:Kgosi..

Reba:Uhm..whenwillyoubedone?

Shecheckedthetime.

Maduo:Intwotothreehours..missmealready?

Reba:Iwantustogosomewhere..

Maduo:isitasurprise?

Reba:You'llfindoutonceyou'rehere..shouldI

pickyouup?



ShelookedatTlhompho,theprospectofgetting

intothesametaxiwithhim aftershehadbeen

reprimandedwasjustanono..

Maduo:Actuallyyes..I'llcallyou.

Reba:Okay.Bye..

Maduo:Bye..

Shehungup.

Maduo:Thankyou...

Tlhompho:Soyou'regonnapretendyoudon't

knowme?

Maduo:Iapologizedmorethanoncebutyou're

stillonmycaseTlhompho.Imeanwhythehell

didyouhavetoreport?

Tlhomphofrowned.Sheknew?

Maduo:Mxm..Letmegobackinside.Juststay

away.Iam averyniceperson.Ihatebeingrude

topeoplesopleasekeelyourdistance.



Shewalkedbackinsideandhestillasked

himselfwhyshewasgettingsodefensive..
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Atthemall

Maduo:Letmepay..

Rethabile:Youdon'thavetoMads..

Maduo:Iwantto..besidesIhavetoleave..

Rethabile'ssmilefaded.

Maduo:WewilltalkThabi.

Shestoodupandwenttopayfortheirmeal.

Shecamebackandpickedhershoppingbags.

Herphonerang.Shesawthecallerid.Herride

hasjustarrived.

Rethabilehuggedher.

Rethabile:Okayseeyouandwe'lltalk.

Maduo:ofcourse.Bye!



Shewalkedoutholdingtheshoppingbagsand

Tlhomphosadlylookedather.

Maduospottedthecar,shewalkedtoitandgot

inside.

Sheplacedhershoppingbagsattheback.

Maduo:Hey..

Reba:Shouldwegohomeorbuytakeout?

Maduo:Youwanttakeout?

Reba:Idon'tthinkI'llcooktonight.

Maduo:Sure...

Shedidn'tknowhowtotellhim thattoday's

lunchencompassedTlhompho.Hewasgonna

flipandshedidn'twantarepeatofwhat

happenedthedaybefore.Thismantoreher

apart.Literally.



Theybothgotoutofthecar.Andcoincidentally

heledhertowardsNando's.

Maduo:OhGod!(soflty)

Reba:Anythingwrong?

Maduo:No..

Sheheldhisarm astheywalkedtothefood

outlet.Shehopedthathedoesn'tnotice

anything.

Theywalkedinsideandtheguyswerestillin

there.Rebasawthem andhejustkeptquiet.

Theychosethefoodandhepaidbeforethey

foundatabletowaitfortheirfood.

Wellthepeopleinsideandthestaffwereabit

shocked.TherumoursonFacebookweretrue?

Theyareactuallymarried?Wow!

TheysatdownandMaddysighed.

Reba:Anythingyouwanttotellmeperhaps?



Shechuckledasshelookedathim.

Maduo:I'm gettingpunishedtonightaren'tI?

Hechukledtooashewhisperedinherear.

Reba:Youwantpunishmentbabe?

Maduoblushed.

Maduo:No..

Reba:Thenno..

Tlhomphoglancedattheirtableandhedidn't

knowhowmanytimeshisheartbroketoday.

Rethabile:They'resocuteshems..

Shesaidwithaweinhervoice.Shewasglad

herfriendwashappy.Thatwasthemost

importantthing.Herhappiness.

Darien:Theyare..

Tlhompho:IthinkIshouldleaveyouguys(faking

asmile)IfeellikeI'm intrudingnow.



HefistbumpedwithDarien.

Tlhompho:Byeguys...

Justlikethathewalkedoutofthefoodoutlet.

Hisheartwasnotinit'srightstaterightnow.

Theywaitedfortheirorderwhilechatting.Once

itarrivedtheystoodup.Maddywavedat

Rethabileonelasttimeastheywalkedout.

Maduo:Wheredidyousaywe'regoing?

Reba:We'regoingtoTlhompho'shouse.

Maduostoppedwalking.They'regoingwhere?

Maduo:Why?

Reba:You'llsee..let'sgo.

AtRebabedi'shouse



Rebacheckedhiswatch.Itwastime.

Reba:Maduoit'stime.

Maduo:Dowereallyhavetogo?

Reba:I'm sortingthemessMaduo..let'sgo.

Sheworeajacketandshefollowedhim outof

thehouse.

Heheldherhandandsheheldittightly.He

pushedthegateopenandtheywalkedout.

Maduo:Howdoyouknowwherehelives?

Reba:Ihaveconnections..

Maduo:ooh..

Theywalkedalongthemainroadpassingafew

houses.Itwasabitchilly.

Theystoppedataparticularhouse.Hepressed

theintercom.

Theywaitedforafewminutesbeforethegate



slidopen.

Maduo'snerveskickedin.Whatwashegoingto

say?Shejustcamealongbecausehesaidso.

Seemedlikehehadaplan.

Theywalkedinsidetheyardanditwasnice.

Niceyeah.

Rebabediknockedonthedoorinsteadof

pressingthebutton.

Maduo:Whyknock?

Reba:Just..

Shewillneverunderstandthisman.

Thedooropenedandtheladysoftlygasped.

Lady:MrKgosiright?

Rebanodded.

Lady:Wellcomein..



Theybothwalkedinandweredirectedtothe

sofa.TheybothsatdownandMaduoplaced

herhandonhisknee.

Lady:Thisisasurprise..wow..uhm..

Amanwalkedintheroom andhelookedlike

Tlhompho.Thesemustbehisparents.Wait!

Parents?Theyaretalkingtohisparents..

Reba:Evening..reasonwhyIam hereisthatI

haveagrievance.

Thetwofrowned.Howcouldtheypossibly

offendMrKgosi?

Reba:Concerningyourson,TlhomphoWilliams?

RraagweTlhompho:Tlhompho?

Reba:Yes..

MmaagweTlhompho:CanIgocallhim sohe

cancomeanswerforhimselfifheatalldid

something?

Reba:Ofcourse.



Maduojustkeptquiet.Thiswasherfault.Now

theywereintheirhouse?Wow!

MmaagweTlhomphostoodupandheadedto

Tlhompho'sroom.Sheknockedonthedoor.

Tlhompho:comein..

Hismotheropenedthedoorandstoodbythe

door.

Tlhomphocouldseethathismotherwasnot

happy.Whatdidhedonow?

MmaagweTlhompho:Youhaveguestsinthe

lounge..

Hegotoffthebedandfollowedhismotherto

thelounge.Hiseyeswidenedandhisheart

poundedinhischestwhenhesawthem.

Hesatdownuncomfortably.Thiswasgoingto

gethim introuble.

RraagweTlhompho:MrKgosi,youcancontinue.



Reba:Ofcourse.Ijustwantedtowarnthesmall

boytostayoutofmybusiness.

RraagweTlhomphofrowned.Whendid

TlhomphostartassociatingwithMrKgosi?

Rebasawtheconfusionandhejustlookedat

Tlhomphowhoswallowed.

Reba:Hedidn'ttellyou?Wellhecalledthe

Policeonme.Justcametowarnhim tokeep

hisnoseoutofmybusiness..

Tlhompho'sparentslookedathim.Theywere

stilllost.Allofthisdidn'tmakesense..

Reba:Andkid,Iwon'ttellyoutostayawayfrom

here.Ireallydon'thavetimeforthat.Justdon't

goaroundmakingfalseaccusationsusingmy

name.AndinvolvingthePoliceisreally

dangerous.Iknowyouhaveabrightfuture

aheadofyou.Wouldn'twantittoberuinedjust

likethat..



Hesaidwithaseriousfaceashesnappedhis

finger.

Tlhompho'sparentskeptaskingthemselves

questions.DidhejustthreatenTlhomphoor

theirhearingwasn'tgood?

Reba:Wellthankyouforyourtime.Weshallget

going.Getupsweetieweneedtogo.

HestoodupandgaveMaddyhishand.She

tookitastheywalkedoutoftheirhouse.

MeanwhileTlhompho'sparentslookedathim.

MmaagweTlhompho:Letmegetthis

straight..youreportedhim?Anddon'tyoudare

lietome..

Tlhompho:Yes..

RraagweTlhompho:Thatmanisolderthan

you,whatbusinessdoyouhavewithhim?

MmaagweTlhompho:Waitse!!Andyou're...urg..



RraagweTlhompho:Talk..whythehellwould

youreporthim?

Tlhompho:Ithoughthewasabusinghiswife..

Hismotherlookedathim speechless.

MmaagweTlhompho:Andwhatbusinessdo

youhavewithhiswife?Andwhythehellareyou

involvedinanotherman'smarriage..William

kanatlagakeklapangwanayoo(William Iam

abouttoslapthischild)

RraagweTlhompho:Andyoureportedhim?

Tlhompho:Iwastryingtobeagoodperson.I

sawbruises..

Hismotherrolledhereyes.

MmaagweTlhompho:Youcanseeifawomanis

beingabusedandtheladyhewalkedoutwith

herewasnoyamongthosebeingabused..you

likestirringuptroubleneh?



Tlhompho:Iwasconcernedmom..

RraagweTlhompho:Butyoudidn'tanswerthe

firstquestion..whatbusinessdoyouhavewith

hiswife?

Tlhompholookeddown.Thisonewasahard

onebutheknewtheyweregoingtoforceitout

ofhim.

Tlhompho:Ilikeher...

MmaagweTlhompho:Thixo!!

RraagweTlhomphogavehim alookandhe

lookeddown.

RraagweTlhompho:Isuggestyoustayaway

from her..that'sanotherman'swife..doyou

wanttobechargedforhomewreckingkante

wena?WaitseIam beyonddisappointed.

MmaagweTlhompho:Nnagoswabilenkogo

fetamolomo(Extremelydisappointed)Imaginea

manolderthanyoucomingtowarnyoutostay



outofhisbusiness..leratadilotsabagolo

boTlhompho(Youlikeolderpeople'sthings

Tlhompho)Mxm..youcango..Ihavenothing

moretosaytoyou..

Tlhompholefttheroom.Heneverexpectedthat.

Hesighedashewalkedinsidehisbedroom.He

satonthebedandtookhisphone.Hewent

throughMaddy'spictures.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Thetwoweresnuggleduponthecouchwitha

fleeceoverthebothofthem.

Maduo:Oreaaahh(sayaahh)

Reba:Why?

Maduo:Diratlherrawena(justdoit)



Hedidandshefedhim thefreshfries.

Maduo:Notthathardisit..

ShesaidassheateherNandoschicken.

Reba:mxm..

Maduo:Thistimeyouchooseamovie..

Reba:Action?

Maduogavehim alook.

Maduo:Iam notspendinganhourandahalf

watchingbombs,gunsandfightsgoon.Miss

meonthatone..

Reba:Inotherwordswe'rewatchingwhatyou

want?

Sheclappedherhandsasshechewed.She

swallowedbeforeshespoke.

Maduo:Yay!Nowwe'rewatchingP.SIStillLove

You..

Reba:Anotherchickflick?



Maduo:Romanticone..basedonabook.Imean

Iwanttowatchit.SawthetrailerandwellIship

PeterandLaraJeansowhynot..

Reba:Whateveryousay..

Maduo:Yay..

Shetooktheremoteandwentthroughthe

Netflixmovies.Shesawthemovieandclicked

onwatch.

Maduo:GetcomfyMrKgosi..it'sgoingtobea

funride.

Shesaidasshemovedabittograbherglass

andsiponthejuice.Shelookedathim.

Maduo:Morejuice?

Reba:I'm good.

Sheplacedtheglassdownandplacedherhead

onhischest.

.
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Aweeklater

AttheTransportDepartment

Maduowaitednervouslyastheywerehanded

theirscripts.Shehopedshepassedthewritten

test.Sheknowswhatshedidwasrisky.Imean

studyingthedaybeforewasariskytechnique

sheusedtodobackinHighschool.

Shewashandedherscriptandalmostjumped.

A28over30wasnotthatbad.Soshecan

finallygotodrivingschool

Shewantedtocallhim andtellhim sheis

comingforhiscars.Shewasgoingtodriving

school.Shesmiled.

Shetookoutherphoneandthoughtofsending



atextmessagebutshestoppedherself.She

willtellhim athome.

Shesmiledassheputherphoneback.

AtKgosiInvestments

Wame:MrKgosiishere..

Reba:Lethim in..

Wamewalkedoutoftheofficeandwenttocall

Tyler.Theylookedgood.EventhisMrKgosi

wasahotone.Goodgenes.

Wame:Youcangoseehim.

TylernoddedandhefollowedWameto

Rebabedi'soffice.

Heopenedthedoorandcloseditashewalked

inside.

Tyler:Goodmorning!!



Reba:Yousoundhappy..

Tyler:Wellhowdidtheapplicationsgo?

Reba:TheHRdepartmenthasnarroweditdown

totheprospectiveemployees.

Tyler:Interviewsarewhen?

Reba:Tomorrowmorningandsinceyouhead

thatbranch,youhavetobepresent.

Tyler:IthinkIcandothat..

Reba:Good..theboardroom willbefree

tomorrow.

Tyler:okaycuz..

TylerlookedatReba.Helookedmuchbetter

thanlastweek.Thelittlewifewasworkingher

magiconhim andhedidn'tnoticethathewas

changing.



AtGrandmother'shouse

Sherrypackedherovernightbag.Shehad

appliedandthiswasarareopportunity.

Sherry:Nkuku,Iam going..

Granny:Okay..Allthebestwithyourjob

interview..

Sherry:Thankyou.Ihopetheyhireme.Well...

Shezippedherbagandtookherhandbagwhich

hadallthenecessarydocuments.Shehad

appliedonlineandnowshewasbeingcalledfor

aninterview.

Granny:Whereareyougoingtostay?

Sherry:I'llfigureitout..

Granny:Ihope...

Sherry:(interruptingher)IwillbefineGrams..let

megetgoing.



Shekissedhergrandmother'scheekand

walkedout.Shebreathedin.Shehadabusto

catch.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduosatconfortablyinhisstudyonher

laptop.Shewasbusytradingonthemarket

whenthephonecalldisturbedher.

Maduo:Heish!

Shepickeditupandanswereditwithouteven

checkingthecallerid.Sheplaceditbetweenher

earandshoulderasshewrotedownafew

thingsonthenotepad.

Maduo:Hello..

Sherry:Cuz..



Maduo:HeySher..howareyou?

Sherry:Iam good.

Maduo:That'sgood.

Sheplacedthependownasshemovedher

mousetoclickontheenterbutton.

Sherry:Ihaveahugefavourtoaskofyou.

Maduo:Okay.Iam allears.

Shestoppedassheplacedherglassesonthe

tableandleanedagainstthesoftleatherchair.

Sherry:Ihaveajobinterviewtomorrow..

Maduo:myword!!that'ssuper.Congrats.Let's

crossfingersandhopetheyhireyou.

Sherry:Iam hopingtoo..theproblem is..

Maduo:Isitmoney?

Sherry:Wellyesandno..It'sinFrancistownandI

havenowheretogo.

Maduo:Ooh..



Sherry:IwantedtoaskifIcouldspendthenight

atyourplace?Iwillstayoutodyourway.Just

forthenight.TomorrowaftertheinterviewIwill

begoingback..

Maduobitherlipasshethoughtaboutit.This

wasfamilyandsheshouldhelpwhereshecan

right?

Maduo:Uhm..okay..Imeanyouneedtosavethe

littleyouhaveforyourself.Noneedtospendit

onGuesthouses..

Sherry:ExactlywhatIwasthinking..Iam onthe

busrightnow..

Maduo:OkaySher..Uhm..Canyoucomeover

around8pm?

Sherry:ButIwillbeinFrancistownprobably

around1pm..

Maduo:Please..



Sherry:Okay..youwillsendthedirections?

Maduo:yes..yes..

Sherry:Thankyousomuch..

Maduo:Don'tmentionit..

Shehungup.HowwillsheconvinceRebabedi?

Sherrybreathedinasighofrelief.Shewas

goingtostayoutoftheirwayandmindherown

business.Shehadtopreparefortheinterview

only.Shesaidtoherselfasshewatchedthe

movingtrees.Shewasgonnadothis.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduoclosedherlaptop.Shewasdoneforthe

daywithtrading.Sheworeherglassesasshe

bitherlowerliptryingtodeviseplansonhowto



makeRebaagree..

Sherrywasfamilyandfamilyhelpsfamilyright?

Shestoodupandwalkedoutofthestudy..

Shegotstartedonalightdinner.

Twohourslaterwhenshewasalmostdoneshe

heardtheroaroftheengine.Hewashere..

Sheswitchedoffthestoveandwipedherhands

withthekitchencloth.

Thedoorslidopenandhewalkedin.

Maduo:Hello..

Reba:Hey..

Shefollowedhim tothebedroom.

Maduo:Well..(clearingherthroat)Iam pleased

toannouncethat..



Helookedatherasheopenedthebedroom

door.

Heplacedhisbagdownandhegotridofthetie.

Hetookoffthejacketthenstartedunbuttoning

hisshirt..

Maduo:Drumrollplease...

Shesaidwithexcitement.

Maduo:I..MaduoKgosi..Well..(flippingherhair

back)Ihavealearner'sdirivinglicense..

Shesaidasshejumpedupanddownin

excitement.

Maduo:I'm comingforyourcarsKgosi..watch

out..

Reba:(laughing)Congratulations..Iseethatlate

nightcrammingworked..

Maduo:hee!Ididn'tsleep..Iwasreadingthat

darnedbooktillmorning..

Reba:howmuchdidyouget?



Shegotridofhershoesandshesatonthebed.

No!Shewashappy..shejumpedonthebed.

Maduo:twentyeight..gottwowrong..nnaIwas

confusedwiththosetwo..

Reba:That'sactuallyverygood.

Maduo:Itis..Soarewetakingyourcarforaspin?

Reba:No..no..

Maduo:Please!Prettyplease...ImeanIwill

registertomorrowkodrivingschoolbutafew

basicswouldbehelpful..please!

Shestoppedjumpingandlookedathim.

Reba:Finebutdare..

Maduo:Iwillpayforthedamagesifthereisa

scratch..

Shestartedjumpingagainashechangedinto

sweatpantsandawhiteteeshirt.

Maduo:Soit'sstilllike5pm..anhour?Thenwe



eat?kanaIshoulddishup..

Reba:Let'sgetthisoveranddonewith..

Maduo:Yay..

Shestoppedjumpingandgotoffthebed.She

followedhim ashewalkedoutoftheroom

holdingthecarkeys.

Shesatinthedriver'sseatandlookedathim.

Maduo:SoIdothis?

Shesaidasshepushedthehandbraketo

reverse..

Shewasbuckledupandshehadbothher

handsonthesteeringwheel.

Reba:Learninghowtodriveusinganautomatic

carismuchsimplerhencewhyyou'redoing

goodnow.Ifitwasamanualcarthenwewould

bebesayingadifferentstoryrightnow.



Sheslowlytriedtoreverse..

Reba:Doitslowly..andtakenoteofyour

surroundingsMaddy.

Maduo:Yessir..yes..

Sheconcentratedondoingexactlythat.

Reba:Okay..we'regettingthere..

Shemanagedtoreverseoutoftheyard.Shelet

goofthesteeringwheelandclappedherhands.

Maduo:Ididit....

Reba:Mmhmm..eyesontheroadMaddy..switch

todrivemode..

Shedidashesaid.

Reba:Justdon'tkillme..

Maduo:Thisfeelsnice..

Reba:Kebokerutayoosele(Iam teachinga

differentpersonhere)



Shestuckhertongueoutassheplacedher

handsonthesteeringwheel..

Maduo:SoIhavetostepontheaccelerator..

Reba:Gently..andjustkeepyourhandsonthe

steeringwheel..adrivearoundthe

neighborhoodtoday.

Maduo:Okay...didIsaythisfeelsnice?

Reba:Youdid..tlhemmaconcentrate..taagake

lesa(pleaseconcentrate..Imightstopthis

training)

Maduo:Okay..okay..sorry..

Shedidasheasked.

Ontheirwaybackhomehewastheonedriving.

Reba:Forthefirsttryyoudidwell..

Maduo:Yousaidslow..ButthankyouKgosi...



TheygottotheirhouseandMaddylookedat

thetime.Shehadtotellhim.

Heparkedthecarinthegarageandtheywalked

insidethehouse.

Maduo:KgosiIhaveahugefavourtoaskofyou..

Reba:okay..

Maduo:Well..Iapologizeinadvance..WellIhave

acousin..shehasajobinterviewthisside

tomorrow..

Reba:Notsurewherethisisgoing..

Maduo:ShekindaneedsaplacetostayandI

kindofagreed.Imeanwehavetheguestroom

andit'sforonenight.

Rebagaveheraboredlook.

Maduo:Please..

Shegavehim herpuppyeyes.



Reba:Maduoyouhavetoconsultmefirstbefore

makingdecisionslikethat..

Maduo:Iknow..justthatshehasbeen

unemployedsinceshegraduatedandthisjob

interviewmightbeheronlyhope.Sheisfamily.

SheistheoneIwassittednexttoatthe

wedding.Please..

Reba:Howlong?Ihatehavingtoletpeople

insidethishouse.

Maduo:Justforthenight..aftertheinterview

sheisgoingback..pleaseKgosi..

Reba:Fine..Juatthisonce..

Maduo:Thankyou..ketlagopatelakakuku..

Rebalaughed.

Reba:Youknowyoudon'thavetopaymewith

it..ItakeitanytimeIwantbaby..

Hesaidashepeckedherlipsandshesmiled.



Maduotooktheplatestothekitchen.She

leanedagainstthesinkandsentthedirections

toSherry..

Justforthenight.

Sheputherphoneinthepocketandstarteddoi

gthedishes.

Sherrygavethecabthedirectionsandwellhe

stoppedinfrontofthishugeasshouse.

Shenoddedinapproval.Nice.Shepaidhim and

walkedoutwithherbags.Shepressedth

intercome..

Inafewminutesthgateopenedandshe

walkedinside.Itclosedonit'sown.Nowthe

housewasreallyimpressivewithit'slight

illuminatingit.Shecouldseethebasketball

court.Niice!



MaduoslidthedoorandRebahonestlylooked

likehewasnotinthemood.Sherrywalkedin.

Sherry:Hi..(toMaduo)Dumelang(toReba)

Reba:Hello..

That'sallhesaidandhestoodupandwalked

out.Sherrysawhim inallhismasculineglory

withthemusclesshowingunderthatwhitet-

shirt.Notforgettingthebicepsandtriceps.

MaduolookedatSherry..

Maduo:Sher..Sher?

SherryquicklyshiftedherattentiontoMaduoas

Rebawasnowoutofsight.

Maduo:Don'tmindhim.Letmeshowyouto

yourroom forthenight.

Sherry:Thankyouonceagain.

Maduo:FamilySher..family..

TheywalkedalongthepassageandMaduo



openedtheemptyroom.Sheswitchedonthe

lights.

Maduo:Thisoneisnotanensuitesoyouwill

havetousethemainbathroom..isthatokay?

Sherry:It'smorethanokay.Thankyou.

Maduo:Iwillshowyouthekitchen.Youcanfind

somethingtoeat.Ihadmadedinner.Idished

foryoutoo.

Sherrysmiled.Suchkindness.

Sherry:Thankyousomuch..

Maduo:Nowfollowme..

AftershowingSherrythekitchensheheadedto

thebedroom.

Shefoundhim sittedonthebedonhisphone.

Shesatontopofhim andtookhisphonefrom

hishands..



Maduo:Iknowthiswasnotwhatyou

wanted..babythat'syourinlawtoo.Imagine

mistreatingfamily.Wehavetocompromise.

Evenifit'sjustforonenight.

Reba:..

Maduokissedhislips..

Maduo:Gapekerileketlagoduelakakuku

Reba..skangalatlherra..

Hesmiled.Okaythisgirlwasdifferent.

Heremovedhersweaterandlookedather.

Maduo:We'regettingsomewhere...(laughing)

Reba:Weare..

Maduo:Let'scompromisethisonce..nexttime

shewillhaveadifferentplanandwon'tbe

stayinghere..I'm sorryforthelackof

consultationandputtingyouinacorner..

Shesaidasshekissedhim.Heslippedhis

handsunderherteeandheundidherbra.



Heturnedthem tillshewasunderhim.They

ferventlykissedwhilsthelpingeachotherto

removetheirclothes.

Hegentlykissedherneckandshemoaned.

Thatwasherweakspot.Shewrappedher

handsaroundhisneckastheymadelove.

Maduolayonherbackasshelookedathim.

Thattouchedherwholeentirebeing.Hecanbe

sweetwithherandwhenheissweettohershe

fallsforhim more.

Heworehissweatpantsandkissedherneck

softly.

Reba:Water?

Shenodded.Sheneededwater.

Hewalkedoutoftheroom withhisupperbody

outondisplay.

HewalkedintothekitchenandSherry



screamedsoftlywhenheswitchedonthelights.

Rebawasconfuseduntilhefinallyremembered

thattheyhaveaguest.

Sherrytriedtocoverupherembarrassment.

Sherry:Iwasjust..uhm..

Rebaopenedthefridgeashetookouttwo

bottlesofwater.

Sherrycrossedherlegstogether.Shewaseven

wearingshorts.God!Hewasthedefinitionof

male.Shecaughtaglimpseofthetattooonhis

backasshestartedhavingracythoughtsinher

mind.

Shedidhearthemoansfrom thebedroom.

RebawalkedoutandSherrydrankanother

glassofwaterinanattempttotryandcalm her

racingheart.

.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Hewalkedintothebedroom.Hehatedhaving

guestsinhishousetobehonest.Heckevenhis

ownfamilydoesn'tstayhere.Tylerisathis



mother'splace,theyknowhishouseisanogo

areabutMaduohadtolethercousinstayhere.

Shesatupright.Hehandedherthewaterbottle

andshecarefullylookedathim.

Maduo:What'swrong?

Reba:Maduoletthisbethefirstandlasttime

youinvitefamilyoverunlessIsayotherwise.

Maduo:Noted...Dulynoted.

Reba:Excellent..

Sheplacedthebottlebythebedstandwhenhe

switchedoffthelights.Hegotundercoversand

shejustplacedherheadonhischest.Heheld

hersmallbodyinhisarms.

Maduo:Iloveyou..(yawning)

Sheclosedhereyesandhekissedherforehead

soflty.



Shefellasleepinhisarmsandhesmiled

lookingather.Washeactuallyfallingforher?

Reba:You'regivingmeforeign

feelings..(murmuring)

MeanwhileSherrylayawakeintheroom.She

triedtogettheimageofRebaoutofherhead

butitwasstuckthere.It'snotlikesheisgoing

towanthim.Heishercousin'shusbandbut

wellMaduomust'vebeengettingitgood.Her

moanswereloud.Shesighedassheturnedand

closedhereyes.

Thefollowingmorning

Maduowokeupfirst.Shelookedathim.She

alwayssmiledwhenshelookedathim.Sheran

hersmallhandonhischest.



Maduogotoutofbedandshewalkedtothe

wardrobewhereshepickedhisclothesforthe

day.Shegotdressedinherpyjamasafterthat.

Shewalkedoutholdingtheclothesandheaded

tothelaundryroom whereshesetupthe

ironingboardandiron.

Whenshewssdonesheheadedtotheroom

andsheheardtheshowerrunning.Shemade

thebedandplacedhisironedclothesonthe

bed.Breakfast.

Sheheadedtothekitchenwhereshegotbusy

withmakingbreakfastforhim andSherry,ifshe

willeatbeforesheleavesforherinterview.

Sherrygotready.Shereappliedherlipglossand

pouted.Shelookedgood.Shebrushedher



edgesandpulledherpencilskirtdown.

Shebroughtherwristtohernoseandthe

perfumewasgood.Subtle.

Shetookherphoneandhandbagalongwiththe

appropriatedocuments.

Shewalkedoutoftheroom andthetantalizing

aromaofthefoodcaughtherattention.

Shewalkedtothekitchenwhereshefound

RebaholdingMaddyfrom behind.

Maduo:HandsoffKgosi..ketlagotshela

mahuraahisangkana(I'llpourhotoilonyou)

Reba:Idareyou..

Maduo:Mxm..dosomething..checkyour

emails..I'llcallyouwhenthefoodis

ready..(laughing)

Theydidn'tnoticehersoshequietlyretreated

andwalkedtotheguestroom.Shedidn'twant



tointerruptthem.

Rebaletgoofherwaistasshemovedaway

from thestove.Shebroketwoeggsintothepan

asRebafixedhistie.Shecouldsmellhis

colognealloverher.

Maduo:I'llcallyouhmm?

Reba:I'm beingchasedoutofmykitchen?

Maduo:Galeitsegotlhokomelwakante

lona?(Aren'tyouusedtobeingtakencareof?)

Reba:No..

Maduo:Thenletme...Coffeeisinthe

machine..blackandbitter(makingadisgusted

face)asyoulikeit..

Reba:Thankyou..

Maduo:Mhmmm...

Hepouredhimselfacupofcoffeeandsaton



thehighstool.Hewentthroughhisemailsand

respondedtosome.

Onceshewasdoneshedishedforthethreeof

them.

Maduo:AndI'm done..diningroom oryou're

goodhere?

Reba:Hereisfine..

Sheplacedhisplateinfrontofhim

accompaniedbyaglassofjuice.

Shewipedherhandsandshewalkedout.She

headedtotheroom Sherrywasoccupying.She

knockedtwicebeforeshewalkedinside.

Maduo:Whoaa!Andwiththatpoweroutfityou're

gonnakillit.

Sherry:(laughing)stopit.

Maduo:Forrealcuz..younevertoldmethe

nameofthecompany..



Sherry:It'sKgosiInvestments..The

advertisementforpositionsattheirnewlybuilt

JwanengbranchIthink.

Itfinallyclicked.Okay.

Maduo:Wow.Wellyou'regoingtonailit.

Sherry:Thankyou.

Maduo:Wellbreakfastisready,joinusinthe

kitchen.

Sherry:Thankyou..

AtMiranda'splace

Shebrushedherfade.Nowforhernudelips.

Sheappliedthelipstickcarefullyandshe

spritzedabitoftheEsteeLauderperform she

had.

Thiswasherchancenow.Finallysomething



thatneededherqualificationshadpresented

itself.Ifitfailsthenitwasnotmeantforher.

Shesnappedafewselfieswhichsheuploaded

toherFacebookwiththecaption.'Takingonthe

world '

Friend1: morefirengwanaka

Friend2:Womanofclass

Sarona: Samegirl,changedmindset.

Shelaughedthenanothercommentpoppedup.

Shefrowned.It'sbeensometimesinceshe

heardfrom her.

Nicole:NyisuswenaMira wherehaveyou

beenman?

Sherepliedasshelaughed.It'sbeenalongtime



man.

Miranda:Aroundfriend.Weshouldmeetup?

Nicole:AndIam slidingintoyourdms

Shelaughedasshesawhermessageandthey

exchangednumbers.

Sheputherphoneinthebagandwalkedoutof

theoneroom.Shelockedthedoorandwalked

withaspringinherstep.

KgosiInvestmentshereshecomes.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduo:Babe?

Helookedatherandheknewbythetoneshe

usedshewantedsomething.

Maduo:Sherryhereiscoincidentallygoingto



KgosiInvestmentsandIthoughtwhynotgive

heraride?

Sherry'seyeswidened.Shedidn'texpectthat.

Sherry:It'sokayMaddy..I'lltakeataxi..

RebapointedlylookedatMaddy.

Reba:See..Ihavetogo.Seeyoulater.

Hepeckedherlipsandwalkedoutofthe

kitchen.

Maduo:Hewasgonnadropyouoff,yaknow?

Sherry:Youhavedoneenoughforme,Idon't

wanttoinconvenienceyou..

Maduo:Notatall..

Rebapassedbythekitchenholdinghissuit

jacketandcase.Maduolookedathim and

sighed.

Sherry:Wellletmegogetmystuffandgetready

towowthem.



Maduo:Yesgirl!!Workthat..

MaduohypedherupasSherrystruttedoutof

thekitchen,herheelsclickingagainstthetiled

floor.

Maduosmiledandsheclearedtheplates.She

heardtheengineandsheknewhewasgone.

Shehadtogetreadytohuntdownadriving

schooltoday.Thesoonerthebetter.

AtKgosiInvestments

RebawalkedinsidehisofficeasTylerfollowed

him.

Tyler:Sureyouwanttosittheseinterviewsout?

Reba:Youheadthatbranch..Hirewhoisbestfor

thejob.



Tyler:Oratadilotlhe(laughing)

Reba:Mxm..

Tyler:Letmegetgoing.

Hewalkedoutofhisofficeandheadedtothe

boardroom.Thefamilycomoanyisintheir

handsnow?

HewasjoinedbytheHRteam.Theyhanded

him thelistofcandidates.Hetookagoodlook

atthem andhesawafamiliarname.

Sherry..maybeit'sadifferentone.

Thecandidateswaitedpatientlyfortheirnames

tobecalled.Thiswasdaunting.Oneofthe

biggestcompaniestoexistandtheymighthave

ajob?

Sherrynervouslylookedattheboardroom door

andthenbackatherphonewhileMirandasaid

ashortprayerinherheart.Godknowsshe



needsthis.Sheneedsthissobad.

Miranda'snamewascalledandshestoodup.

Shewalkedinsidetheboardroom andherheart

stoppedbeatingforaminisecond.

Shemaintainedherwalkasshesatdown.She

placedherhandbaganddocumentsontopof

thetableandlookedattheguy.Shehasnever

seenhim beforeandwow!

Tyler:Hi..MirandaSimon?

Hisvoicehadthatroughedgetoit.Herheart

wouldn'tstopbeating.

Miranda:Yessir..

Hetookoutthefileandwentthroughher

application.Sheansweredthequestionsthey

threwherwayandshesuppliedevenextra

documents.

Tyler:ThankyouMsSimon..wewillcallback

withourresponse.



Miranda:Thankyouverymuchsir.

Tylernoddedasshewalkedout.Hebreathedin

andtheycalledinthenextcandidate.

Shewalkedinandshelookedtotakkydifferent

from thelasttimehesawher.Atthewedding.

Henoticedhershapelylegsintheredpencil

skirt,theclinchedwaistandhowtheruffleson

herblousehidherchestandonecouldn't

exactlysizeherboobsup.

Heclearedhisthroatasshesatdown.She

flashedasmileathim.

Tyler:SherryKutlwano?

Sherry:Yessir..

Hewentthroughherfileandsheansweredhim

withease.Eachandeverydarnquestion.She

wasn'tshakingoranything.Noteven

nervousnesscouldbeheardinhervoice.

Sherrysmiled.



Tyler:Wewillcallwitharesponse.Thankyou.

Sherry:Nothankyou.Thankyou.

Shestoodupandhelookedatherderriereand

welldamn.Hewasn'tabouttobefuckedup.It's

stilltooearly.

Sherrybreathedinasighofrelief.Shedidgood

right?Shedidgood.

ShecalledMaduoasshekeptonwalking.

Sherry:Iam doneandIcangogetmystuffand

leave.

Maduo:Iam nothomerightnow.Meetintown.

Sherry:Okay.

Withthatshewalkedoutofthebuilding.She

hadtofindMaduonow.

MeanwhileMirandawalkedaroundtowntillshe



foundtheperfectspottosit.Shesounded

nervous.Sheknowsit.Acallfrom Nicolecame

through.

Miranda:HeyNikNak..

Nicole:Thathorriblenickname..IhateditMira..

Miranda:Howhaveyoubeen?

Nicole:Good..you'restillatGabs?

Miranda:yoh..alothashappened.I'm in

Francistownatthemoment.

Nicole:Thenwecanmeet?IthinkIhaveanhour

tospare.

Miranda:Where?

Nicole:Pizza?

Miranda:Willgothereinafew..

Nicole:Weshouldcatchup.

Miranda:Definitely.Letmestartwalking

there..(laughing)bye..



Shehungupandsmiled.Herlifewasfinally

gettingbackontrack.Thisjobwillbetheextra

cherryontop.

.
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AtBobonong

Maddycoveredhermother'seyesasshe

guidedhertowardsthedoor.

Precious:Whatisit?

Maduo:Mama...patience..

Maduoopenedthedoorthenremovedher

hands.

"SURPRISE!!"

Shenearlyjumped.

Maduo:Surprisebabyshower..

Precious'seyesfilledwithtears.

Precious:OhmyGod!

ShehuggedMaduoastightasshecouldwith

herroundbelly.

Maduo:Itwasnotmyideamama..itwasaunty

Laone's..



Precioussmiledtearfullyasshelookedatthe

decorations.

Laonewenttohughersister..

Laone:Youdeserveit..don'tthankme..

Precious:Ohmyword...Guys..

Laone:Don'tcry..

Shebrokethehugasshewipedhertears.

Precious:Iam not.Ireallyam not..It'sthe

hormones..

EveryonelaughedasLaoneguidedhertothe

chair..

Theyplacedacrownonherheadandmadeher

wearthemommytobesash.

Precious:Guuyss...

Laone:Santsealela(sheisstillcrying)

Precious:Ijustneverexpectedthis..

Granny:Well...



Precious:Mama!!

GrannylaughedandlookedatatearyPrecious.

Maduosmiled.Shewantedhermom toalways

bethishappy.

Herphonerang.

Maduo:ShaSha..

Sasha:Mxm..kanawena..Iwillbethereinan

hour....stillwrappingitupandgettingitready.

Maduo:Noproblem.

Sasha:youusedblue?

Maduo:Yep..Ihavetogo..wewillbewaiting..

Sasha:Sure..

Shehungupandslidherphoneinherjacket

pocket..

Precious:Guys..

Shewasstillshook..



TheyallsatdownasSherryvolunteeredtogo

grabthedrinksandlightsnacks.Shesmiled.

Shewashereonlyfortheweekend,shehadto

gobacktoworkonMonday.

Laone:Sotellusmom tobe..

ShegaveheradevioussmileandPrecious

shookherhead.

Precious:Idon'tthinkIlikeyour

approach(laughing)

Laone:Howdidyoutwomakethebaby?

ShegaveherherbestinnocentfaceandMaduo

madeadisgustedface..

Maduo:Ng..ng..galesampatlelempolelele(If

youguysdon'twantmeheretell

me)Gosh!!No..no!mamadon'ttellus..aah..

Laone:Sowhichposition?



Maduo:Aahaah..thesedonotconcern

me..Iyoo!Thosearemyparents..Mama

don't(laughing)

TheladieslaughedandMaduojoinedthem.

Maduo:Mamadonotdaresayathing..Idon't

wanttoevenimaginesuch.

Precious:(laughing)Mylipsaresealed.Laone

tellushowyougotthatgiantrockonyour

finger.

Shesmiledassheshowedthem thering.

Aunt:Wewanttoknow..

Laone:Auntizo..okaytocutthelongstoryshort

itwasromantic.

Precious:That'snotenough..

Laoneblushedalonewhenshethoughtabout

theday.Itwassuchaspecialdayandshenever

expectedsuchaproposal.

Precious:Sheisblushing..shewon'ttellus..



Laone:(laughing)waitfortheweddingspeech...

Precious:Mxm..

TheylaughedasSherrywalkedbackinwiththe

cupcakesandjuice.

Precious:Yay!

Theykepttalkingwhilemunchingonthe

goodies..

Maduowasproudofwhattheydidforher

mother.Shewashappyandshecouldn'twaitti

meetherbabybrother..

ThecarengineroaredandMaduoknewit.It

wastheoneandonlySasha..

Thesurprisewasloading...

Sashawalkedinwiththewrappedupframe.

Sasha:Sorryforbeinglate..



MmaKgosi:Youlikethingsakerewena..

Sasha:(laughing)Mothertobethisisfor

you..butbeforethat,Ihavebeensenttodothis

snalltask..

Maduo:Mom standup.

Precious:Guys..

Maduo:Youknowweboughtloadsofthingsfor

thebaby..youdon'thavetobuyathingandyou

willopenthem whenwe'regonebutforthis...

Maduousedherhandstocoverhermother's

eyes.

Sashamadeherwaytothenurserywhilst

holdingtheframe..

Precious:Thesurprisesguys..

SashaunlockedthedoorandMaduoguidedher

motherinsideyetagain..

Sashagasped.Wow!Everyonethatfollowed

gasped.



Maduoslowlyremovedherhandsandher

mothergaspedinshockbeforeshestarted

cryingagain..

Precious:God!!Thisistoomuch..guyss..

Sashaunwrappedthehugeframethathadthe

baby'sscanandthepicturesofherpregnantin

differentstages.

Precious'tearsrolleddownandsheplacedher

handonherbeatingheart.

Sasha:Ithinkthisbelongshere..

Shesaidasshewenttohangthepictureframe..

Shereadthewritingonthewall..

Precious:welcomeourblessing(crying)

Itwasbeautiful.Hedidthisonhisown..

Maduohuggedhermother.

Maduo:Congratulationsmama...ourblessingis



comingmama..Hewillsurvive..Iswear.

HermothercriedandGrannyjustrubbedher

back.

Laoneheldbackhertears.Thiswashersister's

happiness.Asecondshotathappiness.

Maduo:Mama..you'remakingmeemotional

now..

Maduolaughedwhiletryingtoholdbacktears.

EveryoneemotionallylookedatPrecious.This

wasprecioustoher.

Maduo:Mamaheiscomingandyou'regoingto

besohappy..(laughingwhilecrying)mamadon't

cry..

Maduorubbedhereyes.Thiswasjustbeautiful.

Sashaenteredthepasswordshewasgivenon

thelaptopandshewenttolookforthevideo

shewasaskedtolookfor.



Maduosmiledtearfullyassheguidedher

mothertothesoftcushionandtheymadesure

shewascomfortable.

Sashaheldthelaptopforherassheplayedthe

video.

Thabiso'sfacecameonthescreen.

'Heylove...Iknowyou'recryingrightnowseeing

thenurseryandIdiditonmyown..Ourblessing.

ActuallyourangelsaidIshouldwriteOur

blessing..'

HechuckledonthevideoandPreciouschortled

whiletryingtowipehertears..

Shelistenedandwatchedasshewatchedthe

video.TowardstheendMaddy'sfacepopped

onthescreen..

PreciouslaughedandMaddysmiled.

'Mama...wellIloveyou,Iloveyou,Ilove

you...Thesewordsaremyown.From my



heart..okayIsuckatsingingbutIloveyou'

Theladieslaughed.

'Iwasraisedbyastrongwomanandtosurvive

whatyou'vebeenthroughneedsaheartofsteel.

Welllet'ssayourblessingwillbeborn..Iknow

youwillwatchthisvideonexttomethenlookat

me'

PreciouslookedatMaduowhowaswipingher

tears..shecontinuedwatchingthevideo.

'ThereasonIsayourblessingisbecausehewill

bringasmileonyourfacemummy.Weloveyou.

DaddyandIloveyousomuch.Skalelamma.

Loveyou.Hugsandkissesmommy'shesaidon

thevideoassheblewkissesandthevideo

ended.

Maduo:Iloveyou..

Shesaidasshebentdowntohugher.



Maduo:Weloveyou.Idon'tknowwhatyou're

gonnanamehim butjustknowheisablessing.

Ourhappinessmama.Happiness90%loading

mamzizo..beready..

Preciouswasabitconfusedbythatbutshe

smiledasshelookedatMaddy.

AtNicole'splace

Herphonerangandshesawthecallerid.Itwas

Rachel.Sherolledhereyes.

Sheansweredher.

Nicole:Rachel..

Rachelheardthecoldreplyandshefrowned.

Rachel:whyareyousocold?

Nicole:Iam tiredRachie..tiredofalwayshearing

youwhineeverydayabouthowyoudeserve



Rebaandyouinsulthiswife..

Rachelwastakenback..

Rachel:Ilov..

Nicole:(interruptingher)Ohshutthefuck

up!Loveisnotobsessiveasyoumakeitoutto

be.Hedoesn'tloveyou..boohoo..Rachelpeople

getdumped.Ifthatlovewasyoursitwould've

comebacktoyou.Iam donealwayssayingthe

samethingoverandoveragain.Dayin,dayout

Reba.Maduo..bitchshutup!Youneverevenask

mehowIam doing..it'salwaysaboutRachel...I

am exhaustedofinvestinginaonesided

friendship.TotannaIam done..keepobsessing

butattheendofthedayheiswithanother

womanandit'snotyou.Someofuslostthe

peopleweloveddeeplybutyoudon'thearus

goingonandonabouthowwewillgetthe

personback.Mxm!Callmewhenyou'vecome

backtoyoursensesRachel.



Rachel:Nic..

ShehadhunguponherandRachelsighed

sadlyasshedrankherwineandateicecream.

Shejustlostagoodfriend.Wasshestupidto

lovehim?Wassherecklesstothink?Wasit

obvioustoeveryoneelsethatshehadfallenfor

alie.Forsomeonethatwasneveronherside.

Shedidn'tknowwhattodo.

AtKgosiInvestments,Jwanengbranch

Mirandawalkedinsideholdingthefilesand

placedthem onhistable.

Tyler:Thankyou.

Shewasabouttowalkoutbuthestoppedher.

Tyler:Miranda..

Sheturned.Hecalledherusinghername.



Tyler:Thankyouforcominginduringthe

weekend.

Shelaughedsoftly

Miranda:Ihavenothingbettertodo..

Tyler:nothingbettertodo?

Miranda:Yeah..

Tyler:Wellthankyouforcoming.Ithoughta

beautifulgirllikeyouhadaboyfriend.

Mirandaraisedaneyebrow.

Miranda:MrKgosiIthinkyou'reoverstepping

theline.

Tylerlaughed.

Tyler:MyapolgiesMsSimon..

Mirandasmiledasshewalkedout.Tylersmiled

andhegotbacktowork.

AtPrecious'house



Shesatdownonthechairasshestarted

openingthegifts.Shefeltasharpstabofpain

inherlowerabdomen.

Sheignoreditbutitwasfollowedbyanother.

Maduolookedathermother.

Maduo:Mamaareyougood?

Preciousnoddedassheignoredthepain.

Maduojustskepticallylookedathermother

beforeshefixedhersmileandhandedhergifts.

Preciousshiftedinherchairasthepain

intensified.Sheheldhertummyandrubbedit

gently.Shewasokay.Herduedatewastwo

weeksaway.Mustbebraxtonhicks.She

breathedin.

Afewminutesintothesmalltalkshegasped.

Granny:Areyouokay?



Precious:Iam good..

MmaKgosi:Sure?

Precious:Yeah..

Apainfulcontractionhitherandshescreamed

alittle.

Laone:ngng..you'renotokay...

Shestartedbreathinginandout.The

contractionsworsened.

ShescreamedandLaonehelpedherstandup.

Laone:Ithinkweshouldtakehertothehospital.

Sasha:Goodidea..

Shesaidasshestoodupasfastasshecould

towalkoutthedoor.Shewenttohercarand

startedit..

Maduodialedherfather'snumber.

Maduo:Papa..

Thabiso:Yes?



Maduo:Mamaisheadingtothehospital.Sheis

goingtogivebirth.Yeah!

Thabisofrowned.Preciouswastwoweeks

awaybeforeherduedate.

Thabiso:Areyousure?

Maduo:Yep..Ithinkyoushouldheadthere..Our

blessingisbeingborn.Bye...

Shehungupandshelookedatthebabyshower

things.SherryworriedlylookedatMaduo.

Sherry:Aren'tyouworriedaboutyourmom?

Maduo:Notreally.Shewillbefine..let'sstart

cleaning.Peoplehavegonetothehospitalso

let'sgetcleaning.

Theystartedcleaningandaftertwohoursthey

werenearlydone.



SherrylookedatMaduo.Therewassomething

weirdabouthertoday.

Whentheyweredoneshesmiled.

Maduo:Ithinkweshouldgetgoing.It'sclean.

Theytooktheirbagsandwalkedout.Maduo

lockedthehousewithhersparekey.Shestill

hadherkeystothisplace.

TheytookdifferenttaxisandMaduogotinside.

Sherubbedhertemples.Shecouldfeela

headachecoming.

Thetaxitookhertoherinlawsplaceandshe

paidthedriver.

Shegotoutandshejustgotinsidetheyard

usingthesmallgate.

Shegotinsidethehouseandshegreetedher

grandfatherinlawbeforesheheadedtothe

bedroom.ShefoundRebaonhislaptop.Her

headacheintensifiedandshesquintedhereyes.



Thingsweregettingblurry.Heputhislaptop

downandwalkedtoher.

Reba:Heywhat'sup?

Maduo:The..

Andjustlikethathereyesclosedshutandhe

caughtherbeforeshefell.

Reba:Babe?Babe?

Shewasoutjustlikethat.Hesighedashe

pickedherupandgentlyplacedheronthebed.
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HourslaterMaduoopenedhereyes.Shesaw

Rebaandshefrowned.Wasn'tshesupposedto

beatthebabyshower?

Maduo:whatam Idoinghere?

Reba:Youcamebackandfainted.

Maduo:I'm lost..whendidIcomeback?

Rebaweirdlylookedather.Shereallydoesn't

remember?

Maduo:actuallyno..Ilefttogoattendthebaby



shower.Idon'tremembercomingback

here,whatdidIcomewith?

Reba:I'm assumingataxi..

Maduotriedtorememberbutnothing.

Maduo:Idon'trememberatall.Iremember

beingatthebabyshower..IwascallingSashato

bringthepicture..thentheywantedtotalkabout

howthebabywasmade(squintingher

eyes)somethinglikethatthenthat'sit...

Shethoughthardaboutitbutnothingcameto

mind.Thatwasasfarashermemorieswentin

regardstotoday.

Reba:You'resure?

Maduo:Yep..

Herphonerang.Shetookthephonefrom her

bagandRebalookedather.Shedoesn't

rememberathing?Thatwasstrange.



Maduo:Hello

Thabiso:Maddyhey..yoursiblingisborn.

Shesmiledbutshewasconfused.Hermother

saidshewasn'tdueyet.Whatwashappening?

Maddy:Really?Wasn'tmom supposedtogive

birthafewweekslaterorsomethinglikethat?

NowThabisowaslost.Maddywastheonewho

calledsayinghermotherwasgoingtogivebirth.

Thabiso:Cometothehospital.

Maduo:Okay..

Shehungup.

Maduo:Apparentlymom justgavebirth.We

shouldheadtothehospital.

Reba:Youaresurethatyoudonotremember

anything?

Maduo:Honestlyno.Ifit'simportantIwill

rememberIguess.



Shegotoutofbedalittletoofastandherhead

startedspinning.

Rebaheldher.

Reba:Takeiteasy..

Maduo:okay..

Shesatdownagainandstoodupslowlywith

Rebaholdingher.

Hegrabbedboththeirphonesandthecarkeys.

Theywalkedoutoftheroom withhim holding

hersteadilyandsheheldontightlytohim.

Theygottothecarandshegotinsidefirst.Was

shesupposedtorememberanythingthough?

Rebagotinsideandhestartedthecar.

Everythingwasweirdabouttoday.

Maduo:Am Ireallysupposedtorememberwhat

happenedtoday?



Reba:Youtellme.

Sheleanedbackandshecarefullytriedto

rememberwhathappenedtodaybutherhead

startedaching.Shegaveup.Hestartedthecar

andthegateopenedashereversedout.

Madou:Anyhownextweekyou'retakingmeto

Gabs?

Reba:Yes.

Maduo:Thesponsorshipandallthathasbeen

sorted.PlusIwillcontinuewithdrivingschool

thatside.

Reba:Soundsgood.

Shelookedatherringforfewminutes.She

slippeditoffherfingerandlookedatitcarefully.

Shesawthatitwasengraved.Shemissedthat.

Shebroughtittohereyesandreadit.She

smiled.MrsRebabediKgosi.Nice.Shelooked



athim andsmiledasshesliditbackonher

finger.Thedrivetothehospitalwasquiet.

Whentheyarrivedshecalledherfather.

Maduo:Daddywearehere,whereshouldwefind

youguys?

Thabiso:maternityward.

Maduo:okay.

ShehungupandlookedatReba.

Maduo:We'reofftothematernitywardnow.

Theygotoutofthecar.

FrancistownPrivateHospital

TumiwentthroughRebabedi'spictureson

Facebook.Shealsowentthroughhiswife's

picturesandshewasliterallyateenager.She

wasbeautifulthough.Shesighedthoughtfully.



Shestilllikedhim.Shesmiled.

Tumi:Thenthismeansit'stheendofthis

childishcrushthen.

Shesaidtoherselfasshepackedherstuff.Her

shiftwasoversoshehadtogohomeandshe

prayedtoGodthatThutohadcooked.

Inafewminutesshewasintheparkinglot

startinghercar.Shereversedthecaroutofthe

spotandstartednavigatingherwayoutofthe

hospital.

AtBobonongPrimaryhospital

Maduowalkedintohermother'sroom andshe

washoldingthebabyboy.Theywerebreaking

protocolherebuthelookedsocute.

RebafollowedcloselybehindherandMaduo



smiled.

Maduo:Mamaisthathim?

Preciousnodded.Itstartedtomakesense.

Maduokeptonsayingtheirblessingiscoming.

Sheliterallymeantthathewouldbeborntoday.

Maduo:Heissocute..

Shewalkedtohermotherwhowasnexttoher

dad.

Maduo:Wasn'thedueinafewweeksfrom now?

PreciousfrownedlookingatMaduo.

Precious:Youkeptsayingheiscoming?

Maduo:Really?Iguessitslippedmymind.

Rebawasconfusednow.Shereallydoesn't

rememberathing.

Maduo:AnyhowcanIholdhim?Please?

Hermothersmiledasshehandedthebabyto

Maduo.Maduosmiledassheheldherbaby



brotherinherhands.Hewassotiny.Sosmall.

Delicate.

Hiseyeswereclosedandshegavehim her

finger.Heslowlyusedhiswholesmallhandto

holdit.

Maduo:Wow!(teary)heybaby..lookatyou..Ilove

you..

Rebalookedathowshesmiledholdingthe

baby.

Maduo:Ourlittleblessing.Happinessinsucha

tinyhumanbeing.Kgotso.

Precioussmiled.Kgotso.Shelovedthename..

Maduo:Kgotso...okay..

Shelaughedtearfullyasshelookedathim.All

wrappedupinblueblankets.

Shehandedhim backtohermotherandshe

shookherhead.Sheclosedhereyesforafew



secondsbeforetheyshotopenagain.Reba

heldher.

Reba:(whisperinginherear)what'swrong?Talk

tome..

Maduo:Uhm..mamadon'thireanannyforhim.

Please!!

Sherubbedhertemples...

Rebahelpedhersitdown.

Reba:Shouldwegetyoucheckedbythedoctor?

Maduo:No..uhm..I'm fine.

Saronawalkedinwithasmile.

Sarona:Congratulations..

Preciousnoddedwithasmilebutshewas

worriedaboutMaduo..

Sarona:Wellweshouldnamethelittlechamp..

PrecioussmiledandlookedatThabiso.

Thabiso:KgotsoSolomon(chuckling)



Sarona:Niice!Shefinishedfillinginthedetails.

Theyneededtogethisbirthcertificateready.

Sarona:Letmeexcusemyselfandletyouguys

bond.

Shewalkedout.RebalookedatMaddy.

Reba:Babeareyousure?

Maduo:yeah..I'm good.

Precious:Maddyareyouokay?

Maduo:I'm goodmama..good...

Rebasighed.Shesaidshewasgoodbuttoday

herbehaviourwasjustweirdandhedidn'tknow

whatmakeofit.

Maduo:IthinkIneedtoliedown.

Shestoodupandwalkedtohermother.She

kissedthebaby'sforehead.

Maduo:We'regoingmama.

Reba:Yes.Congratulations.



Thabisonodded.

MaduotookRebabedihandastheywalkedout.

Maduo:Byeguys..

Shebidhergoodbyestotherelativeswhowere

outsidePrecious'sroom.

Heheldherastheywalkedtothecar.

AtNicole'splace

Adoorknockinterruptedhermovienight.She

pausedthemovieandwenttoopenthedoor.

ShesawRachel.

Sheheldupabottleofwine.

Rachel:peaceoffering?

Nicole:J.CLeRoux?



Rachel:Yeah?

Nicole:Comein.

Sheopenedthedoorwiderandshegotinside.

Sheclosedthedoor...

.

.

UNEDITED

*

*

LIKE&COMMENT

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#71

AttheKgosihousehold



Rebawalkedinsidethebedroom withMaddy.

Hestillwasn'tsurethatshewasokay.

Reba:Yousureyou'regood?

Maduo:formillionthtimeIam goodbaby..now

you'reworried.

Shesaidwhileholidnghischeek.Rebasighed

asheplacedhisbighandontopofhersmall

one

Reba:Maybeweshouldcallthehealer?

Maduolookedathim.

Maduo:Fine!Yousoundandlookworried.Iam

perfectlyfine.Callhim!

Reba:Yaanongwaomana?

Maduo:Iam not.Ijustdon'tknowhowto

convinceyouotherwise.

Reba:Youcan't...



Maduo:See..

Maduoletgoofhischeekasshewalkedtothe

mirrorandsheunzippedherdenim skirt.

Shelookedathim viathemirrorashegotridof

histee.

Maduosmirkedassheslowlypulledtheskirt

down.Shethengotridofhert-shirt.

Shelookeddownasshekickedoffhersandals.

Shetriedtounhookthebrabuthisfingers

wherealreadythere.

Maduo:IhopeyouknowthatafterthisIam

sleeping...

Hekeptquiet.

Maduo:LehaokantidimallaReba(evenifyou

cangosilentonmeReba)

Maduo:Thankyou..

Shemovedawayfrom him andwalkedtothe

wardrobewhereshetookherpyjamas.



Sheworethem andwhenshewasdoneshegot

undercovers.

Sheclosedhereyes.Inafewminutesshefelt

him behindher.

Hekissedherneck.Sheturnedtofacehim.

Maduo:Ngng..RebaIwanttosleep

tlherra..akereontsereorekatswakelwalao

batlagompiletsadingaka?ntlogelekerobale

tuu!(you'retheonewithsuspicionsthatImight

besickandyouwantdoctorstoexamineme.

Letmesleep)

Reba:Shootamanforcaring.Iyoorobala!

Maduo:Otenegile?(you'reangry?)

Reba:Iam not.Sleep.

Sheclosedhiseyesasshelaidherheadonhis

chest.



AtNicole'splace

Theysatinfrontofthetvastheybothkept

quiet.

RachelclearedherthroatandlookedatNicole.

Rachel:(sighing)Ihearyou...just...

Nicole:YoustillwanttogiveexcusesRachel?

Thatmanleftyoumonthsago.You'rerudeto

hiswifeyetthepoorgirldidnothing.

Rachel:ItjustfrustratesmewhenIseeher.Her

photosonFacebook.Justthemerefactthat

sheiswithRebaeatsmeup.

Nicolerolledhereyes.

Nicole:Hewasboundtomoveon,youexpected

aringbutnoteveryonegetsit.Youwerejusta

stumblingblockinhislife...heneverlovedyou.I

don'tknowwhyyoudon'tseeit..honestlythis

obsessionisturningyoutosomethingyouare



not..

RachellookedatNicole.

Nicole:It'strue..Justletthisgo.

Rachel:IwilltrybutIstilllovehim.

Nicole:Wellthatshouldn'tstopyoufrom moving

on.Imeanyouevendegradedyourselfto

wantingtobehissidechick.Whatthehellis

that?KanammaIam tiredofalwaystrynna

adviceyou..

Rachel:Iwilltry..sorryifourfriendshipthispast

monthshasbeenonesided..

Nicole:Itwastiring..

Rachel:Itreallywas..

Nicoletookthebottleandopenedit.

Shepoureditinsidetheglassesthenhanded

Rachelone.

Shetookitandshedowneditonego..



Nicole:Bitchtf?(laughing)that'swinenottequila

shots..

Rachel:Letmebe..

Nicoleplacedherglassdownandheadedtothe

kitchenwhereshelookedforsomegin..

Shecamebackafewminuteslaterwithsmall

glasses.

Nicole:Nowthisismorelikeit..

Shepoureditandtheybothdrankitonego.

Rachel:ThankGodwedon'thavework

tomorrow.Wemightbehungover.

Nicole:Tofriendship..

ShesaidasshepouredwineinRachel'sempty

wineglass.

Shehandedittoherandtheytoasted.

Nicole:Cheers!!



Rachel:cheers!!Newbeginnings.

Nicole:Idrinktothat...

Theygotdrunkwhilstlaughingandgiggling.

Theylockedeyesandlaughed.

Rachel:What?

Nicole:nothing..you'reprettywhenyoulaugh..

Rachel:Aaw..morewine..

ShefilledherglassandRachelsippedonit.

ShelookedatNicolewhowaslookingat

her..forsomestrangereasonhereyesfellon

herplumplips..shedrunkmorewine.Shewas

seeingthings.

Theykeptquietaseachdranksilently.They

bothturnedtolookatoneanotherandNicole

smiledather.Therewasthisstrangetension



betweenthem.TheylockedeyesandNicoleput

herwineglassdown.

Rachellookedather,thingsweregettingweird.

Rachel:Whatareyoudoing?

Nicole:This..

Sheheldhercheekandbroughtherlipsonhers.

Rachelfrozebeforeshegavein.

Rachel:Thisisweird..

Nicole:gowiththeflow..

Rachelbrokethekissandlookedather.Nicole

bitherlowerlip.Thisfeltgood.

Rachel:Younevertoldmeyou'relesbian?

Shesaidasshepickedherwineglassand

downedtheremainingwine.

Nicole:youneveraskwena...ithasalwaysbeen

aboutyou..butIam bi.

Rachel'seyeswidened.



Rachel:Really?

Nicole:Yesreally..

Shejustgrabbedherneckandkissed

her..Rachelbrokeitonceagain.

Rachel:Thisisgonnamakeourfriendshipweird..

Nicole:Itwon'tunlessyouwantittobe..

Shebitherlowerlip.Shehasneverdonethis

before..

Rachel:pinchmesothatIknowI'm notdrunk..

Nicolelaughedasshepinchedher..

Rachel:Fuck!!Justthisonce..

Theykissedand#EXPLICIT

Thefollowingmorning



AttheKgosihousehold

Rebawokeupfirstandshewassnoringsoftly

onhischest.Hejustlaidbackashelookedat

her.Shelookedpeaceful.

Shemovedabit.Hechuckledsoftly.Sheloved

placingherheadonhischest.

Hereyesflutteredopen.Shelookedathim

confused.Whatwashelookingat?

Reba:MorningMrsKgosi..

Maduoyawned.Shelookedathim.Whywashe

sohappythismorning?

Maduo:Morning..(yawning)

Reba:Howwasyoursleep?

Maduo:Peaceful...

Shesaidasshestraddledhim.

Maduo:Relaxing.



Reba:really?

Maduo:mmhm..

Shepeckedhislips.

Reba:IwantarealkissMaduo.

Shegiggledasheusedhishandtopullher

closeandhekissedher.

Shesoftlymoanedinhismouth.Shefelthim

gethardunderherandshegrindedonhim.

Reba:Shit!

Heflippedherandhegotridofherpyjama

pants.

Reba:Morningglory...Fuck!I'm goingtobefast.

Don'tscream babe..

Hemovedherpantiestothesideandslidin.

Sheflinchedabit.Shewillnevergetusedto



him.Hethrustedslowlyasshemoanedsoftly.

Hekeptupthepaceandshetriedtobequietas

possiblebutwhenhehitthatsoftspotshe

foundherselfscreaminghisname..heshuther

upwithakissasherscreamsdiedout.

Shecamebeforehefollowedshortly.

Hekissedherneckasheslidoutofhersweet

warmth.

Maduolookedathim.Shelovedthisman.A

littlebittoomuch.

Hekissedherlipsandshesmiledintothekiss.

Maduo:IloveyouRebabedi...

Hekissedherneckbeforehesoftlywhispered

inherear.

Reba:IloveyoutooMrsRebabediKgosi..

Herheartstoppedbeating.Helovedher..ohmy

God!!Rebalovesher?
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AttheKgosihousehold

Herheartstoppedbeating.Helovedher..ohmy

God!!Rebalovesher?

Shelookedathim.

Maduo:Saythatagain..please



Hechuckled.

Hesoftlykissedherlips..

Reba:I,RebabediKgosiloveyouMaduo

RebabediKgosi..

Shehadtoscream now.Helovedher.She

screamedandheshutherupwithakiss.

Reba:peoplearesleepingtlhemma..

Maduo:(giggling)sorry..sorry..youloveme?

Rebalaughed.

Reba:Yes.

Maduo:It'snotthesex?

Reba:No..

Madu:Then...

Shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneck.

Maduo:IloveyouKgosi

Reba:okay..



Shepouted.

Maduo:SayitbackKgosi.

Reba:(laughing)Iloveyou..

Sheblushed.Him sayingthatwasjustwow.

Rebapickedherupandhewalkedtothe

ensuitebathroom withherinhisarms.

Whentheyweredonegettingreadytheyheaded

tothediningroom forbreakfast.Theygreeted

everyoneatthetable.

TheysatdownandSashagavethem aweird

look.MaduoignoreditasRebapassedherthe

sugarandhoney.

Shepouredthehoneyintheporridge.

Rebadrankhiscoffee..



Kgosi:Sowhenarewegettingagrandchild?

RebastopppeddrinkinghiscoffeeandMaduo

almostchockedonherporridge.Sherubbed

herchestasshetriestoswallow.

SashalaughedsilentlyandMmaKgosijust

awaitedtheiranswer.

Reba:Ntatemogolonotnow..

Kgosi:Iwasn'ttalkingtoyouRebabedi,neke

botsangwetsiyame(Iwasaskingmydaughter

inlaw)

Maduo:Uhm...

Theyhadputherinsuchatightspot.

Maduo:Maybeayearfrom now..

Shedidn'tknowwhyshesaidthat.

Maduo:IthinkIhearmyphoneringinginthe

room.

Shestoodupandwalkedtotheroom.Reba



sighedashelookedathisgrandfather.

Maduosatonthebedandcalledhermother.

Precious:HiMaddy..

Maduo:Mama..howisthebaby?

Precious:Heissuchadarling.

Maduo:What'shisname?

Preciousfrowned.Shenamedhim didn'tshe?

Precious:Youdon'tremember?

Maduo:rememberwhat?

Precious:ok..forgetit.HisnameisKgotso.

Maduo:Kgotso.Ilikeit.WellIloveyouguysand

Iwasjustcheckinguponyouguys.

Precious:Okaybaby.Bye.

UniversityofBotswanacampus



Tlhomphostaredatherpictureonelasttime

beforeheputhisphoneinhispocket.Wellhe

wasstillinherblocklistbuthesworehesaw

heraroundcampuslastweekwhentheywe're

registering.

Bogosiwalkedaroundcampustryingto

familiarizehimselfwitheverything.Hehasn't

heardfrom herinmonthsandhealwayssaw

herposts.Notoncehasshepostedher

husbandbuttheyknewwhohewas.

Itseemedlikeeveryoneknew.Ifonlyshecould

seehowmuchhelovesher.Buthewon'tget

worried.Sheiscomingtoschoolheresothat

meanshemightgetthechancetotalktoher

andmaybe...justmaybetheymighthavea

chance.



HepausedashesawRethabile.Hewantedto

askherbutshewaswithaguysoitwasbetter

nottodisturbher.

AttheKgosihousehold

MaduosatnexttoRebaasthehealerstarted

withhisincantations.

Maduowasreallyhopingtherewasnothing

wrongwithher.

Thehealerlookedatherandherheartskipped

abeat.Whatwasheseeing?

Healer:Well...

.
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AttheKgosihousehold

Thehealerlookedatherandherheartskipped

abeat.Whatwasheseeing?

Healer:Well...

Hesmiledandlookedather.

Healer:Sheisfine.

Maduobreathedoutasighofrelief.

Reba:Sheisokay?Shekeepsforgettingevents

shortlyaftertheyhappen.



Healer:Iseenothingwrong,Rebabediareyou

sayingI'm wrong?

Reba:Nobuttherehasgottobeanexplanation

forherepisodes..

MaduolookedupatReba,nowhewasgrasping

atstraws.Shewasfine.Theyconfirmeditnow

hestillwantstosaysheisnotokay?

Maduo:Thankyou.

Shesaidlookingatthehealer.Henoddedand

MaduolookedbackatRebagivinghim a'you

see'look.

Reba:Okay.

Theystoodupasthehealerstartedpackinghis

thingswithasmallsmileplayingonhislips.He

shouldkeepthistohimselffornow.

ThetwowalkedoutandMaduoheldhishand.



Maduo:Itoldyou.Ohappy?

Reba:Istillthinkthereissomethingwrong.

Maduo:Wellthinkallyouwantthen.Iam fine..

Reba:areourbagsready?

Maduo:Yep.Youhaveworktomorrow?

Reba:TomorrowisaMondayMaduo.

Maduo:Iknow.Soafterdroppingmeoffat

Gabshowlongwillyoubestaying?

Reba:Theweekend.

Hersmiledropped.Bummer.

Reba:RememberwhatwetalkedaboutMaduo.

Maduo:Iremember.It'sfinallyhappening?

Reba:Yes..

Theygottotheirroom andRebajusttookthe

onesuitcasetheycamewith.Maduograbbed

theirphonesandhersmallbag.



Reba:Stoppouting.Fridayistoofar.

Maduo:Still..

Reba:Let'sgo.

AtNicole'splace

Rachelwokeup.Thecouchwassodamn

uncomfortable.Sherubbedhermessyhair.She

lookedaroundandshecringedwhenwhat

mighthavehappenedthoughtscametoher.

Theyarejustfriend.Fuck!Friendsandnothing

moreorless.

Shesatuprightandranherhandsthroughher

hair.Maybeitwasthealcoholthatwastalking

notNicole.



Thebedroom doorandNicolewalkedout

wearingagown.

Theyawkwardlylookedateachother.

Nicole:Iam sorryforlastnight.

Rachel:It'sokay.Ineedtogo.We'lltalk..

Nicolesighed.Shecouldfeelthetension

betweenthem.

Nicole:okay.

Rachel:Yeah..

Shebentdownassheworehersneakers.

Nicolewalkedbacktothebedroom.

AtTumi'shouse

ShewentthroughRebabedi'sFacebook

picturesonelasttime.



Tumi:(toherself)Heismarriedandheneverdid

noticeyou..

Sheputherphonedownandheadedtothe

bathroom.Sheneedstogetbackintothe

datinggame.It'sbeenyearsandpiningovera

nowmarriedmanwasnotnecessary.Henever

noticedherwhenhewassingle,howwillhe

noticeherwhenheismarried?

Whenshewalkedbackintotheroom she

lookedatherreflectioninthemirror.

Tumi:Wearedoingalittlerevamponyou

baby..justforyourself..

Shesaidasshetiedherhairback.Shesat

downandsheopenedthedrawers.Takingout

hermakeupbrushesandmakeupshegotbusy.

Inanhourshewasdone.Shebumpedinto



Thutoonthewaytothelounge.

Thuto:Wow!Wow!

Tumiturnedaroundforher.

Thuto:Areyougoingoutonadate?

Tumi:Notreally...Iam goingout..

Thuto:Finally..Finally!

Tumilaughed.

Tumi:It'sbeenalongwhilebesides,Ihaveto

meetneepeopleandmingle..

Thuto:Nowwe'remingling?

Tumi:Yes.SoIwilleatouttodayandmight

comelate.Justwalkingaroundtownandstuff..

Thuto:andstuff?WellallthebestsisandIlike

thenewlook.

Tumi:Thankyou.



Shewalkedtohercarandsmiledasshegot

inside.Shefixedtherearviewmirrorandstarted

hercar.Shecheckedthetimeanditwasstill

early.11am wasstillearly.

Shejoinedthemainroadasshedrovetotown.

MeanwhileatherhouseThutowalkedinto

Tumi'sroom.Shelookedaroundandshewent

straighttotheopendrawers.Shelooked

throughthejewellery.Shehadtopaythissmall

debtandawaitresswasnotpaidenough.This

wasthefirstandlasttime.Sheheldher

emeraldnecklaceinherhand.Howmuchwould

shegetforthispieceatthepawnshop?She

lookedforit'smatchingearringsandshefound

them.

Tumirarelywearsherthings.Itwasaonceina

whilethingsoshewon'tevennotice.



Shetriedtoleaveeverythingasitwereandshe

walkedout.

Thuto:Willbuythem back..

Shemurmuredtoherselfasshewalkedtoher

bedroom.

Shecountedtheavailablecashshehad.She

wasathousandPulashort.Thesepieceswould

beabletocoverathousand?Shewasnotsure

butshewilltry.

Arthemall

Tumiwalkedinsidetheclothingstoreasshe

pickedabasket.Shestartedtakingafew

clothesandthrowingthem inthebasket.She

smiled.Thiswasgood.

Shewalkedtothetilltopaybutagentleman



handedhiscsrdfirst.

Tumi:ooh..Icanpayforallofthis.

Hesmiled.

Him:Iknow.You'reaprettylady.

Hepaidforherandhewalkedaway.Tumiand

theladyatthetilllookedathim stunned.

Tumi:Did..wait..hepaidandleft?

Lady:Trustmemam,Iam shockedasyouare...

Tumi:Wow!

Lady:Youcansaythatagain.

Tumifrowned.Sheexpectedhim tomaybeask

forheranumberbuthejustpaidforherstuff

andwalkedaway.

Tumi:Doyouknowhim?

Lady:Haveneverseenhim before.



Tumi:Wow!uhm..thishasneverhappenedtome

before.

Lady:Butheishot..

Tumilaughed.

Tumi:Heis..butwhathejustdidisweird.

Lady:Wellhereisthereceiptmam..

Tumilaughedsoftly.

Tumi:Thankyou.

Thehandsomestrangerwalkedtohiscar.What

hedidwasimpulsive.Whatifsherecognized

him?Peopletalkandhislineofworkdoesn't

reallyneedhim tobeanoutgoingperson.But

fuckhewantedtheprettylady,hehasn'thada

goodfuckinalongtime.

Tumiplacedtheshoppingbagsinthebackseat.



Whowasthehandsomestranger?Sheopened

theshoppingbagsandfoundthereceipt.His

namemustbewrittenonthereceipt.Heswiped

hiscardakere?

Shesawthename.MichaelSame.Shehas

neverheardofhim before.

Shesearchedhim onFacebook.Shefound

nothing.Allshehasisaname.Bummer.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Shewassleeping.Shedoesthiswhenthey

comeback.Shealwaysfallsasleepinthecar.

Hegotoutofthecarandwenttohersideto

pickherup.Heusedhisotherhandtotryand

enterthepasscode.Shemurmuredsoftlyand

hesmiled.

Heslidthedooropenwithonehandashe



walkedinsidecarryingher.

Heheadedtotheirbedroom andplacedher

down.Sheopenedhereyes.

Shestretchedherselfandyawned.

Maduo:whendidwearrive?

Reba:afewminutesago.

Maduo:SorryIfellasleep.

Reba:It'sokay.Letmegogetthebags.

Maduo:Okay..

Shesmiledathim ashewalkedout.She

stretchedherselfyetagainbeforeshesettled

intoacomfortableposition.Hereyesfluttered

beforetheyfinallyclosed.

Rebawalkedinwiththesuitcaseandshewas

asleep.Hechuckled.Hekissedherforehead

andcoveredherwiththeblankets.



AtGrandmother'splace

Laonesawhermother'shappiness.Itwas

radiating,shewashappyforhersistertoobut

therewasthistingeofpainthatcamewithit.

Shealsowantedachildbutshewasnoteven

sureifshewillbeabletocarryone.Thebaby

feverwasgettingtoher.Sherrywalkedoutof

theroom withherbagsandhuggedthem both.

Sherry:Ihavetogoguys.Ihavetoreportback

toworktomorrow.

Granny:okay.Haveasafejourney.

Laone:Travelsafe..

Sherry:Okayguys..byee..Iloveyou.

Withthatshewalkedoutwithherbags.



Granny:Nowthatthenegotiationsareoverand

donewith,whenshouldweexpectthewedding?

Laone:Wearestillworkingonthedateplus

savingupmoneyforthewedding.

Granny:Iam soproudofyougirls.

Laone:Thankyouma.

Sheexcusedherselfasshewalkedtothe

bedroom.MaybewhenshegoestoGaborone

theyshouldruntests?Sheneededtofindout.

Whatiftheygetmarriedandtheyfindoutthat

sheisinfertile?Menwantedchildrenandshe

wasn'tgettinganyyounger.

Shesighedworriedlyasshewentthroughher

contactlist.Shebitherlowerlipandjustput

thephonedown.

AtRachel'splace



ShedeletedeverypictureshehadofReba.She

deletedhisnumberandblockedhim onallhis

socialmedia.Shebreathedin.Sheneededto

moveon.Sheheldbacktears.Shecriedfor

him,sheembarassedherselfforhim.Damnshe

lostherselfrespectinordertohavehim back.

Thatwasnotnormal.Atall.

Sheplacedherphonedown.Sheneededto

reassessherlifegoals.Whoshewas.She

neededtolethim go.Forherownsanityand

mentalhealth.

Hewasnevergoodforher.Shecriedriversfor

him andhedidn'tnotice,hellheevenmarrieda

teenagerandheishappywithher.

Sheshookherhead.InsomewayNicolewas

right.Ifshewastolookinthemirrorright

now,thepersonlookingbackwon'tbeher.

Itwouldbejustaskeletonoftheoldher.She



allowedherselftobechanged.

Shebrokedownintotears.Herparentswould

besodisappointedinherrightnow.Shewas

suchafool.Shecenteredherlifearoundhim.

Shegavehim herheartonasilverplatterjust

forhim totearitintopieces.

Shelovedalone.Itwenttoshowthattheblood

youbleedisjustthebloodyouown,nobodyhas

youlikeyourownself.

Shewipedhertears.Sheneededtoriseabove

this.Thiswasjustastumblingblock.Never

again.Nomanisgoingtomakeherloseherself

again.Neveragain.Shewillhavetobedeadfor

thattohappenagain.Hewasnolongerher

concern.Shewaslettinghim gonow.Forgood.

Forever.



Rachel:Ioncelovedanditturnedtoobsession.

Obsessionturnedintohateandbitterness.All

foramanwhogavezerofucksaboutme.Ifell

alonenotknowingthatIwasgoingtosink

alone(holdingbackmoretears)Iam

disappointedinmyself.Theoldmewouldbe

shakingherheadquestioningmysanity.From

todayonwardsthisRachelshallbenonexistent.

Shesaidthelastsentencewithsomuch

convictionshealmostbelievedshehadaspine

ofsteelbutsheknewshewasn'tthestrongest

womanoutthere.

Shechuckledthroughthetears.Shewasdone

withhim.Totallyandcompletelydone.

AtFrancistownAirport



Stardraggedherbagsacrossthehugeairport.

Thesunsetwasbeautifulbutshehadcome

withonepurpose.Shewasgrownnowandshe

haddonealotofthinkingovertheyears.She

hadacceptedhisrealityandpast.Shehad

askedforjustafewyearstogetherthingsin

orderanditwastime.
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AtFrancistownAirport

Starstoppedataxiandgotinside,thedriver

loadedherbaggage.Itwassogoodtobehome.

Shemissedthis.

Shebitherlip.Wherethehellwasshegoing?

Wouldhetakeherinifsheshowedoutofthe

blue?Sheshookherhead.Hehatedsurprises

andshedidn'tknowhishomeaddress.

Shetriedtorememberthehotelsinthecityand

onepoppedup.

Star:TakemetoCrestaMarangHotels?

Taxidriver:ofcoursemam.

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.Shesmiled.

Shewaschasingherhappinesshere.Shewas

nolongerimmature.



Shegrewupandshewasreadytolovehim all

overagainandhavehisbabies.Thethoughtof

havinghim ontopofheragainmadebutterflies

flutterinhertummy.Thewayhewouldbreath

ontopofher.Wasitnormaltobethisexcited

aboutone'slostlove?

Thetaxibroughthertoherdestinationandshe

smiled.Itwassurrealthatshewasfinallydoing

this.

AtTumi'shouse

Tumiwalkedinwiththeshoppingbagsand

placedthem down.

Tumi:Thestrangestthinghappenedtoday.

Thuto:What?

Tumi:ahandsomestrangerpaidformystuff.



Thutolookedatthebags.

Thuto:Forreal?

Tumi:Kaobolelelatlhemma..hepaidwithhis

cardandleft.

Thuto:thosethingshappeninmoviesmme..

Tumi:Iknow.Iwasshockedtoo.Idon'teven

knowhim.

Thuto:Evenhisname?

Tumi:IknowhisnamebutIsearchedforiton

socialmediaandtherewasnothing.Isawthe

nameofthereceiptakerehepaidusinghiscard.

Thuto:WellIam gladyouhadahappyday.

Tumi:Iam gladtoo.Letmegoputthesebagsin

thebedroom.

Sheheadedtothebedroom andsheplacedher

stuffdown.MichaelSamewhoareyou?



Shewonderedalone.

Laterthatevening

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maddyopenedhereyesandhewasnotnextto

her.Shegotoutofbedandchangedclothes.

Afterthatshewalkedout.Sheheadedtothe

kitchenwhereshefoundfoodinthemicrowave.

Shelookedatthefoodandithonestlylooked

deliciousbutshedidn'thavetheappetitefor

that.Sheputtheplateinthefridgeandwalked

out.

Shewalkedtothestudyandknocked.

Reba:comein..



Shewalkedin.

Maduo:Goodevening.

Reba:Heybabygirl..wellrested?

Maduo:Yes.

Reba:haveyoueatenanything?

Maduo:motyet.

Reba:Youonlyatebreakfastandyoudidn't

finishitMaduo.Idon'twanttoforcefooddown

yourthroat..

Maduo:Iam nothungry.

Reba:Ineverasked.Nowgoeatyourfoodthen

youcancomeback.

Shepoutedandwalkedout.Sheheadedbackto

thekitchen.Shehadnochoicebuttoeat.

Sheputtheplateinthemicrowaveandwaited

forittobewarm.Shefinallytookitoutand



startedeating.Shemanagedhalfofthefood

butthatwasbetterthannothing.

Shewalkedbacktothestudy,heclosedhis

laptopandthefileshehadopened.

Reba:Done?

Maduo:Yep.

Shejustwenttositonhislap.

Maduo:IlovethisandIloveyou.

Reba:Iloveyoutoo...

Maduo:AndIhavetoleavethisFriday..urg..

Rebachuckled.

Reba:You'llsurvive.

Maduo:Yeahright.You'readdictivekanaReba..

Reba:really?

Maduo:mmhhmm..youneverseeitbutyouhave



aneffectonwomen.Iwouldsaydefinitionofan

Alphamalebutit'smorethanthat..

Helaughed.

Reba:Youthinktoomuch.

Maduo:Idonot.KeoreIdon'twanttoleave

becauseeverywomanwantsyou.Iknowweare

meanttobebutstillthedistanceandstuffcan

makeyoucheatonmeandyouknowIwon'tbe

abletodoanythingaboutit.Imaginehelake

beletswawenammeIam yourwife.

Reba:YouthinkIwillcheat?

Shesighedsadly.

Maduo:Allmencheat.It'sthesasrealitythis

worldhas.Youmaypromisemeandsayyou

won'tcheatandIwillbelieveyou,thenboom.

YoucheatandIam thebrokenheartedoneyet

youclaim toloveme.

Reba:I'm sorryifyoufeelthatway.



Maduo:No..it'slikemenhavethisself

righteousnessaboutthem.AndIhatethat.

Rebakeptquiet.

Maduo:Youractionswilltellmeotherwise.Iam

notthatcrazyoranything,itwilljustkillmein

silenceandIwon'tcheat.Judgemebymy

actions.Iwon'tbringanybodyoveratourhouse

thatside.WellexceptSasha..butforthisnext

levelwewilljusthavetoblindlytrustone

another.

Reba:Okay.SoIcancomeoveranytime?

Shegiggled.

Maduo:Yeah..anytime..evenifit's12am Iwould

openthedoorforyou.

Reba:it'sadeal.

Maduo:Gladweunderstandoneanother.

Shesaidwithabitofsadnessinhervoice.Man



washotanditseemedlikeheattractedwomen

likeamagnet.Shealwaysseesthelooks

womengiveherwhensheisoutwithhim and

howsomesalivatelookingathim.Shewas

worried.

Hekissedherlipsandshekissedhim back.

Thefollowingday

Maduospenthermorningatdrivingschooland

therestoftheafternoonathome.Shegotbusy

withcleaningandeverythinginbetween.

Bythetimeshewasdonewithcookingshesat

downandstartedtrading.Shedidn'thave

anythingbettertodoreally.

Shecheckedthetimeanditwasalmostfivepm.



Heusuallycamearoundfourbutanyhow.

Sheheardtheengine.Speakofthedevil.

Hewalkedinsideholdinghiscaseandshe

smiled.

Maduo:Hey..

Reba:Hey..

Maduo:ShouldIbringthefood?

Reba:Notyet.IthinkIneedtoexercise..

Shewiggledhereyebrows.

Reba:What?

Maduo:Whatbetterwaytoexercisethanwith

yourwife?

Reba:Yourarelyexercise.

Maduo:Idothosestretchesandyogawhat

whats.That'sexerciseenoughnje..



Reba:Okay..

Maduo:Whydon'twehitthebasketballcourt?

Reba:You'resettingyourselfupforfailure.

Maduo:NoIam not.

Shestoodupandfollowedhim totheroom.

Shechangedshoesandwaitedforhim.Didhe

havetonotwearatopthough?

Maduo:Wearatee..

Reba:You'regoingtobedistracted?

Maduo:I'm fullydressed,it'snotfairatall.

Helaughed.

Reba:Inshorts?It'sawin-winsituationhere

baby..

Maduo:Fine..stillgonnawin.

Reba:OnlyifIletyou..



Theywalkedoutofthebedroom withMaduo

talkinghisearsoff.Shecansuretalkandfunny

thingisshenevergetstiredoftalking.

AtCrestaMarangHotel

Starlookedattheaddress.Fishingforitwasa

strugglebutshefoundit.Shefixedheredges

withsomegel.Perfect.Shelookedperfect.

Shehopedshewasn'ttoomuchfortheirfirst

encounteraftersuchalongtime.

Star:OhRee...(sighingwithhappiness)

Shestoodupandtwirled.Maybetheymight

havesexanditwillmakeupforallthoseyears

theyhavebeenapart.Herclitthrobbedatthe

thoughtandshegotwetassheremembered

hisdeepvoice.Howhisstubblewouldfeel



againsthercheek.

Shejumpedinhappiness.Shecouldn'twait.

Shealreadyhadajobofferintheareaandthat

means...

Shesmiled.Shewasahappybitchtoday.

Shewalkedoutofthehotelroom withher

handbaginhand.Shewasgoingtoseehim

today.Shewasjusttooexcited.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduolaughed.

Maduo:MyGod!Rebayou'recheating..

Shesaidashescored.

Reba:Iam not..



Hebouncedtheballandshetriedtotakeitbut

hescoredagain.

Maduo:Duuuude...Isohateyourightnow.

Reba:Youlose.

Maduo:Atleastletmewin..

Hehandedhertheballandshescoredthen

smiled.

Maduo:Thatwasn'thard.

Hepickedherupandshescored.Shesmiled

wider.

Maduo:See..ifyoudidthisintheverybeginning

Iwould'vewon.

Reba:Youhatelosing..

Maduo:Whatever.

Heplacedheronhisshoulders.

Maduo:Don'tdropme..Iam stilltooyoungMr

Reba:Relax..



Sheheldontightlyashewalkedtothehouse

carryingheronhisbroadshoulders.Shecould

seethethinlayerofsweatanddamn.God

createdamasterpiecehere.

Heputherdownastheywalkedinsidethe

house.

Maduo:Thatwasfun..

Reba:YoucomplainedeverytimeIscoredMrs

Rebabedi.

Maduo:Butitwasstillfun.Iloveyou..

Hekissedherandshestoodonhertippytoes

tokisshim back.

Justlikethattheytumbledtothecouchwith

Rebaontopofher.

Maduoranherhandsalloverhistattooedback.

Reba:CanIfuckyou?(whisperinginherear)



Shegotwetinstantly..

Maduo:Yousaidyoudon'thavetoaskformy

permission(panting)

Rebachuckledinherearandshemoaned.

Reba:Iwasstillgonnafuckyouregardless...

Meanwhilethetaxistoppedinfrontoftheyard.

Shepaidthedriverandsherubbedherhands

together.Shepressedtheintercom.

Maduostoppedhim.

Maduo:Someone'satthegate..

Reba:Letthem wait..

Sheplacedherhandsonhischestholdinghim

back.

Maduo:Couldbeimportant.Openthegate.

Reba:Maduo!!



Maduo:WellitcouldbeimportantReba..

Hegotoffher.Whoeverwasatthegatejust

spoilthisday.

Hepressedthebuttonandthegateopened.

Maduolaughed.Hisbonerwasvisible.

Reba:I'llbeback.

Maduo:Sure..

Hewalkedoutoftheroom andshetriedpulling

hert-shirtwhichwashiswhichtechnically

madeitherdown.Shesighed.Shejustwentto

standbytheopenglassdoor,waitingfortheir

guesttoarrivebytheirdoorstep.

Starlookedattheyounggirlwhostoodbythe

door.Maybethiswasthewrongaddress.But

thepersonhadverifiedtheaddress.



Star:Whoareyou?

Whowasshe?

Rebacamebackwithateeon.

Reba:Babewho...is..at...

Hestoppedtalkingwhenhesawwhoitwas.

Starfrownedandherheartstartedbeating.

Maduofoldedherhandsandwaitedforthe

womantotalk.

.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

StarlookedatRebaandtheyounggirlshe

didn'tknow.Hejustcalledherbabe?No.Maybe

sheishissister.

Maduo:Hello..Howcanwehelpyou?

ShesaidwithsuchasweetvoiceitmadeReba

cringe.

Star:Whoareyouagain?

Sheaskedagain.Heraccentmoreclear.



Maduo:Excuseyou.Ausiyou'reatmydoorstep.

Whoareyoukeengontatetse?

Star:Reewhoisthis?

Ree?whothefuckisthat?Soundslikesome

cartooncharacter.Itclickedthatsheknowsher

husband.That'swonderful.Hesureknowshow

topickthem.

Maduoturnedtolookathim.

Maduo:Wow!Andyourbitchesdisrespectmeat

hometoo.Kantebannaleswa

leng?mxm..banyanabagagobatena..keorewa

itsekeeng..(andyourbitchesdisrespectmeat

hometoo.Whenaremendying?mxm..you're

girlsareannoying..youknowwhat..)

Reba:Maddy..

Heheldherhandandshelookedbetweenthe

anonymousgirlandReba.Sherolledhereyes.

Maduo:Ntesetlhemonna..(letgoofme)



Heletherhandgo.Afterthatsheturnedand

walkedaway.Shedidn'thavetheenergytodeal

withsuch.Honestly.Thiswasstartingtoannoy

her.

Rebasighed.Hewilldealwithherlater,shewas

justangryandthistimeheknewwhereshewas

comingfrom.

Star:Whoisshe?Ithoughtweagreedthatwhen

Iam readyIwilldotherightthingRebaandyou

woulddothesame..

Reba:Starthefuck?Really?Somethingthat

happenedyearsago?Youdecidedtorun....you

ranawayStar.

Star:Ihadtofindmyselfbutshecango.I'm

here..

Reba:Wow!Starwee?

Star:Rra?



Shemisseditwhenhegotangryatherand

wouldreprimandher.Shewouldhavenochoice

buttoagree.Thenfollowedbylotsandlotsof

bondagesex.Theworks.

Reba:ontlwaetswakeengkante?(whyareyou

disrespectingme?)

Star:Hagona..RebaIam here..

Rebachuckled.

Reba:Whateveryou'rehighon,stoptakingit.

Youdon'tjustwaltzhereanddisrespectthe

Mrs.

Star'sheartstopped.Shethennoticedthegold

bandonhisfingerandherheartbroke.

Star:Ithought..

Reba:Canyounevercomeagain?Youjustmade

herangryandIdonothavetheenergytodeal

withanangrywoman.



Hewasn'tevenconsideringherfeelings.He

didn'tcaredidhe?

Star:Justlikethat?

Reba:Whateverwasinthepaststaysthere

Star,Iam notthemanIwasinCanada...

Star:Rebasoyou'rejustgoingtotossmeaside

likethat?

Reba:Yes.Lifegoeson.Nothingisafairytale.

Juststayaway.NexttimeIwon'tbethislenient.

Star:Wow!

Reba:YoutalkasifIeverlovedyouanything

Star.Itwasreallynotthatdeep.Inevereven

saidIlovedyou.

Thatnearlymadeherloseherbalanceinher

fourinchheels.Notthatdeep?



Star:Notthatdeep?

Reba:Yes.Justgo.Ihatehavingtoexplain

myselftounnecessarypeople.

Blowafterblow.Shecouldphysicallyfeelthe

blowshiswordsdelivered.

Star:Really?Sheisachild..

Reba:So?Startagaontenakanaabokego

clapa..Santseoleha?(So?Staryou'restarting

toannoyandImightslapyou..you'restillhere?)

Hisvoicescaredherandwithherbruisedpride

sheturnedandwalkedaway.Heusedtohave

suchasoftspotforherandhewouldhate

seeinghercry.Evenifhehadneversaidhe

lovedher,hisactionswerethoseoflove.

Tearsburnedhereyesandshetriedtomaintain

thewalkandconfidenceshehadwhenshe



cameherebutitwashard.Herheartwasin

shamblesalreadybutitwasnotyetover.She

willgivehim aweektoreallygetusedtothe

factthatshewashere.Hecouldn'tactuallybe

marriedtoateencouldhe?Shewasnotgoing

togiveuponthemansheloved.Notbyalong

shot.Sheknewpeopleandshewasgoingto

havehim.

Rebasighedandslidthedoorclose.Hepulled

thecurtainsandwalkedtothebedroom.He

costhim ahappywifeandsheprobablywon't

agreetohim fuckingher.

Reba:Baby?

Shedidn'tevenanswerhim.Hefoundher

sittingontherugcrosslegged.Shewaswearing

herglassesandwasonherlaptops.Cute.



Reba:Maddy?

Sheignoredhim asshedidwhatshedidonher

laptop.

Reba:Maduotalktome..

Shelookedatforafewsecondsbeforeshe

facedherlaptopscreenagain.

Rebawalkedoutandsherolledhereyesand

keptdoingwhatshewasdoing.

Atthehotel

Starwalkedinsidetheroom withherheaddown.

Shegotridofhershoesandsatonthebed.

Maybehegotherpregnant?Whywouldhe

settledownforateenager?

Tearsblurredhervisionandshelookedup



tryingtoholdthem.

Shefeltdoomedinthehotelrooms,staring

straightupattheceilingtryingtonumbthepain.

Shelookeddownandtookherphonefrom her

handbag.Shedialedhersister.

Star:Hey..

Her:Yousoundsad..what'sup?

Star:I'm backintown..

Her:That'sgoodnewsStar,whydidn'tyoutellus

sothatmaandpacanpickyouupfrom the

airport?

Star:(sighed)Iwastooforward..

Her:Whathappened?

Star:Rebaismarried..

Hersisterkeptquiet.

Star:Youknew?



Her:Weknewitwouldbreakyou..wesawiton

socialmedia..

Star'stealrolleddownhercheeks.

Star:Keore...wow!Iwentthereandembarrassed

myselfthinkinghewaited.

Her:Mendon'twaitStar..6yearsisaprettylong

timeforamantowait..

Star:Ihadtogetmyshitinorder...I..I..

Her:It'sokay.We'reovertheaddiction?

Star:Yeah..Yeah..I'm good..justhurt..andhewas

sorudeAub..Sorude..

Her:Hewasn'texpectingyouStar..restandwe

willtalktomorrow.

Star:okay.

Shehungupasshecoveredherfaceandcried.

Shewillgethim back.Shelovedhim.Onlyhim.

Justhim.Nobodyelsewoulddo.



AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduorubbedhereyesasshetookoffher

glasses.Shelightlykneadedhertummy.Maybe

herperiodwascominghencethecramps.She

stoodupandheadedtothebathroom.She

openedthemedicinecabinetandgrabbedthe

bottlethathadpainkillers.

Shewalkedoutandheadedtothekitchen.

Afterpoppingtwopillsshefeltfine.Shedrank

morewaterandthoughtfullylookedaround.

Wasshegoingtobedisrespectedbyeachand

everygirlthatusedtoseeReba?

Manwasadamnchickmagnetandthe

ancestorsspeciallypickedaheartbreakjustfor

her.Great.



Hewalkedinsidethekitchenandlookedather.

Reba:Maduo..

Maduo:...

Shelookedathim assheplacedherglass

down.Thismanwasawholeheartbreakand

shelovedhim.Whatifhegoesbacktooneof

them oncesheisgone..

Reba:Babe..

Shesighedassheheldbacktears.

Reba:NowwhyarewecryingMaddy?

.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Reba:NowwhyarewecryingMaddy?

Sheusedherhandstowipehertears.

Reba:Talktome..



Maduo:I'm fine..

Hewalkedtowardsherandhepickedherup

andplacedheronthecounter.

Reba:WhatisitMaddy?

Maduo:Whoisshe?

Reba:Anex.

Maduo:Kantewhybanyanabagagobannaba

batlagonthogaReba?Nnakebadirileng?Ke

wenanna?(whydoyourgirlsalwayswantto

insultmeReba?WhathaveIeverdonetothem?

Am Iyou?)

Reba:Calm downMaddy..

Maduo:Iwon'tcalm downRebabedi.Don'ttell

metocalm down.Everyfreakintimetheydo

this.FirstitwasRachelnowthatcoloured

bimbo..kantekebadirilengengnna?Anddon't

saycalm downReba.I'm goingandIam

startingtohavesecondthoughts.



Reba:Iwon'tentertainanyoneMrsKgosi.I

swear.

Maduo:Whoisshe?Forhertocomealltheway

hereanddisrespectme?Nna?Rebanna?I

mightbeyoungerthanthem butIhatebeing

disrespected.

Reba:Iknow.Sheisanexfrom wayback.

Shefoldedherarmsandheplacedhishandson

bothsides.

Maduo:Continue..

Reba:Ihaveapast..Ididstuffandstuff

happened.Mighttellyouoneday.Whatwehad

ended6yearsagowhensheran.

Shefrowned.

Maduo:Soshecamehereforsomethingthat

endedsixyearsago?

Reba:Yes..



Maduo:Awomanisn'tcrazytodothat..youguys

madepromises?

Reba:Foolishonesbutit'sovernowMaddy.

Believeme.

Maduosighed.

Maduo:Doessheunderstandthatit'soverand

therecanneverbeanythingbetweenyoutwo?

Reba:Yes.

Maduo:Sure?

Reba:100%sureofthat..

Maduo:Idon'twantstoriesKgosi.

Reba:IknowMmaKgosi.

Maduo:Howdidshegetourhomeaddress?

Reba:Ihonestlyhavenoidea...

Shelookedathim.Hewastellingthetruth.She

couldtell.



Maduo:Youhaven'ttalkedtoherforallthistime?

Reba:No...WhenIleftCanada6yearsbackthat

wastheendofitall.

Maduo:ShouldIexpectmorelikeher?Subsand

exes?

Reba:Idon'tknowbaby...Ireallydon'tknow.I

neverexpectedsuchaturnofevents.

Maduo:Sotherearemore?

Reba:SheistheonlyexIhave..therestaresubs

andIam nolongersurethattheywillneverturn

upoutoftheblue.

Maduo:Howlonghaveyouknownyouhada

chosenwife?

Herubbedhishead.

Reba:SinceIwas16..

Maduo:Andyouhadtomakepromisestoher..

Reba:Thatwasfoolish,Iknow.Iwasstilltrying



toconvincentatemogolootherwise.Tonotlet

memarry..

Maduo:Idon'tevenwanttoaskwhatkindof

promisesandwhysheranaway..

Reba:Complicated..oneday..

Maduo:What'shername?

Reba:Star..

Maduo:Wellsheshouldgoshinebright

elsewhere..whydotheyalwayswantyouback

Reba?

Heshrugged.

Reba:Idon'tknow..

Maduomentallyrolledhereyes.Heknewand

thatwasalsothereasonwhyshewon'tlethim

go.

Maduo:Don'tcheatonme..



Reba:Iwon't..

Maduo:Okay.I'm goodwithyouranswers.

Reba:TrustmeMrsKgosi.

Maduo:Okay.

Reba:We'regood?

Maduo:Weare.Iwasbeingdramaticwasn'tI?

Reba:Youwereandrightlyso...comehere.

Hepulledherdownforakiss.Thekissgot

heatedandshebrokeit.

Maduo:Nottodayortomorroworthedayafter

tomorrow..Ihavecrampsandweallknowwhat

thatmeans.

Shesaidashercheeksturnedpink.Thiswas

weird.

Rebalaughedsoflty.

Reba:Idon'tknowwhatthatmeans...tellme..

Hercheeksburned.Hewasn'tseriouslyasking



herthat.

Maduo:Youknow..

Reba:Idon't.Iseriouslywanttoknow.

Maduopushedhisoffwithherhandandhe

allowedhimselftobepushed.Helaughedwhen

hesawherdeeppinkcheeks.

Hewalkedtoherasshecoveredherfacewith

herhands.

Reba:Don'tgoallshyonme.I'm stillwaitingto

hearwhatitmeans.

Hesaidasheremovedherhandsfrom herface.

Maduo:Myperiods..I'm talkingaboutmyperiods.

Reba:That'swhyyouwerecrying..moodswings.

Shelookedathim.

Reba:Don'tlookatmelikethat.Ihaveasister

Maddy.



Maduo:Idon'tknow..

Reba:Thecrampsstillbotheringyou?

Maduo:Itookpainkillersawhileago..

Reba:Restthen.ShouldIprepareahotbathfor

you?

Maduo:Youwanttodothat?

Reba:Letmegetstartedonit.Firstlet'sgetyou

offthiscounter.

Hepickedherupandcarriedhertotheroom.

Shelikedhowsafeshefeltinhisstrongarms.

Shehopedthatitwouldstaylikethisnomatter

whathappens.

Shesighedasshebreathedintohisneck.He

hasn'teventakenashower.

Hekickedthedooropenwithhisfootandlaid



herdownonthebed.

Hehadhisdaysandhissweetnesswouldmelt

herheart.

Maduo:Iloveyou..

Reba:Iloveyoutoo.

HeremovedhisteeandMaddysmiled.

Maduo:Stripshow?

Reba:Inyourdreamsbaby..

Shelaughedasshesatuprightandhewalked

intothebathroom.Sheheardthewaterrunning.

Hewasprobablytakingashower.

Sherubbedhertummybeforeshelayonitand

tookherphonefrom thestand.Shewent

throughhersocialsbeforesheplacedthe

phonebackwhenhewalkedoutofthe

bathroom.



Reba:Yourwaterisready.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Shegotoffthebedandstartedtoget

undressed.

AtTheHotel

Starlaidawakeasshestareduptheceiling.

Tearschokedher.Theymadepromisesandhe

didn'tholdouthisend.Shewasgoneforyears

but....

Hesaiditwasnoteventhatdeep.Forheritwas.

Itwasdeep.Hewasherfirstloveandshewas

goingtofightforit.

Star:Ihaveto...



Shesaid.Shegotbetterknowinghewas

waiting.Thismeansshehastodoherresearch

abouthim andhiswife.Shewasnotgoingtolet

him slipthroughherfingersjustlikethat.

Shewipedhertearsandsatupright.She

switchedonthesidelampandtookherdiary.

Shewentthroughthelistofnamesshehad.

Shestoppedonaparticularnameandshebit

herlowerlip.Wasshegoingtodothis?

Star:ForRebawe'redoingthishoney...

Shegrabbedherphoneanddialedthenumber.

Itrangforawhilebeforethepersonanswered.

Voice:Hello..

Star:Hi..It'sStarhere.

*
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AtTheHotel

Starnodded.

Star:Thankyou.

Voice:Ihopeyou'renotgoingtodoanythingbad

withtheinformation.

Star:Notatall.Ijustwanttoknow.

Voice:Alright.Willsendthefiletomorrow



morning.Letmestartworkingonit.

Star:Thankyousomuch.

Voice:Sure..

Shehungupandclosedherdiary.

Thefollowingday

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduowokeupaloneinbed.Hemust've

headedtoworkalready.Sheheadedtothe

bathroom andshefrownedasshesatonthe

toiletseat.Thiswassolight.Justafewdropof

blood.Herperiodshaveneverbeenthislight.

Shesighed.Maybeit'sbecauseit'sthefirstday.

Therewasnothingwrongwithher.Nothingat

all.



Shepulledupherpantswithasigh.Herroutine

wasstillthesameasthatofyesterday.Abath

firstthendrivingschool.Butshemightdo

somethingdifferent.Shesmiled.Hewon'tget

angry.

AtGrandmother'shouse

Laonehuggedhermotheronelasttime.

Laone:Ihavetogoplusyouhavetotakecareof

Precious.

Granny:Iknow..onceshegetsoutofhospital.

Laonesmiled.

Granny:Hopefullyitwillbeyousoon.

Laonelaugheduncomfortably.Shedidn'twant

togointothebabytopic.

Laone:Yeah..bye..



Shesaidasshewalkedout.

SheheadedtohercaranddialedTerry.

Terry:Mylove..

Shesmiled.

Laone:Hey.I'm comingbacktoday.

Terry:Okay.WhattimeshouldIexpectyou?

Laone:Around4orsomething.

Terry:Okaywillbewaiting.Safejourneymylove.

Laone:Okay.Iloveyou..

Terry:Iloveyoumore.

Shehungupandstartedthecar.Shewilltalkto

him aboutthebabyissuewhenshearrives.

Yeah.Thatwillbebetter.

Laterthatday



AtRebabedi'soffice

Wamewalkedinholdingfilesandsheplaced

them onhisdesk.

Wame:Sir,thereissomeoneheretoseeyou..

Rebafrownedasheremovedhisglasses.

Reba:Who?

Wame:Theladysaysyouknowher.ShouldIlet

herin?

Reba:Okay..

Wamewalkedoutandletthewomanin.

Herfiveinchheelsclickedandeveryone

watchedherasshewalkedintotheoffice.

Murmursfollowedassoonastheofficedoor

closed.



Rebalookedup.Hispatiencewasbeingtested

here.

Reba:Whatdoyouwant?

Star:TotalkRebaandIhopeyou'regoingto

listencarefully.WhenIcamehereforyou,I

wasn'tplaying.

Hesmirkedashepressedhisphoneandput

therecorderon.

Star:Hereisthething...

ShetalkedwhileMaduostoodbythereception.

Sheheldthefoodinherhand.Thiswasweird.

Maduo:Hi..I'm lookingforMrKgosi'soffice?

Thereceptionistsmiledather.Shewasacute

lilthing.Prettytoo.Maduosmiledather.She



wassorespectfulandhercutenesswasa

crime.Wasanyonesupposedtobethatcute

andlovable.

Her:CanIcallhisPAtoleadyouthere?

Maduolaughed.

Maduo:Imightbeanunwantedguest..

Her:EveryoneattheofficeknowswhoMrs

Kgosiis..newstravelsfast..

Sheblushed.

Maduo:ooh..

Her:LetmecallWame..

ThereceptionistdialedWame'snumberand

sheansweredthephone.

Wame:Hello.

Her:IneedyoutotakesomeoneuptoMr



Kgosi'soffice.

Wame:Hehas..

Wamepausedthoughfully.

Wame:Okay..I'm comingdown.

Her:Sure..

ShehungupandshelookedatMaduowitha

smileonherface.

Her:Sheiscoming.Inthemeantimeyoucansit

down.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Shesatdownononeofthecouches,placedthe

fooddownandlookedaround.Itwasapretty

niceplace.

Wamemadeherwaytothereception.She

lookedatthereceptionistwhosmiledand

pointedtoMaduowhohadherheaddown.



Wame:whoisthat?(miming)

Her:MrsKgosi(miming)

WamebreathedinandapproachedMaduo.She

wasverysimpleinjeansandsneakers.

Wame:Hi..

Maduoliftedherheadupandsmiled.

Maduo:Hello..

Shewasbetterinpersonthaninthepictureson

socialmedia.

Wame:Uhm..IhavetotakeyoutoMrKgosi's

office?

Maduo:oohyou'rehisPA.Theonewhosentme

cabnumbersawhilebackright?

Wame:Theoneandonly..

Maduo:Thankyouman..

Shestoodupthenpickedthefoodandherbag.

Maduo:Youcanleadme..



Wame:Wame..

Maduo:Wame...okayjustcallmeMaduo.

Wame:ofcoursemam...

Likethattheywalkedtowardstheelevatorand

Wamepressedthefloornumber.

ShestoleglancesatMaduo.Wheredidhefind

herbecauseshewaspretty.Shesawhowhad

nicelylaiddownheredgesandthoseblonde

boxbraidsweregorgeousonher.

TheelevatordingedandthatwaswhenWame

rememberedthatMrKgosihadsomeoneinhis

office.

EveryoneonthetopfloorlookedatWame

walkingwiththeyounggirl.

Maduo:Thisisnice..theinteriordesignerknew

whathewasdoing.

Wame:It'sstunningisn'tit?



Maduo:Ilikethecontrastincolour.Makesthe

workenvironmentseem serene.

Wame:LetmecheckwithMrKgosi..

Maduolookedatherwatch.

Maduo:It'slunchtime.Noneed.Thankyou

Wameforyourhelp.

Shesaidassheheldthedoorknob.

Meanwhileinhisoffice

Star:Sowhat'sitgoingtobeReba?ImeanIstill

wantyouoryouwanttoloseyourpreciouswife?

Shesaidthelastpartrollinghereyeswitha

sinistersmile.

Shereallywasdelusional.Hesmirked

Reba:GiveityourbestshotStar.



Hersmilefaded.Hewasn'tmoved?

Star:Youwouldratherloseher?

Reba:You'reamentalcase,theyshouldhave

lockedyouupintheasylum don'tyouthink

diamond?

Star:Iam notbluffinghereReba..

Reba:DoIlooklikeI'm bluffingtoo?Staryou

shouldknowmebetter.Gettingmyhandsdirty

hasneverbeenaproblem andifyourecorded

thisconversationthinkingI'm goingto

incriminatemyselfthenIthinkyourgame

playedyou..

Starlookedathim.Howdidheknowshewas

recording?

Reba:Ican'tbeblackmailedlikethatStar..

TheofficedooropenedandMaduowalkedin.



ShepausedasshelookedatStarandReba.

.
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AtRebabedi'soffice

Maduoclosedthedoorandleanedagainstit

holdingthefood.

ThistimeStartookagoodlookather.Shewas



cutealrightandshehadahappyaurabutthat

wasnotthepointthough.Shehadamissionto

accomplish.

ShestoodupandlookedatReba.

Star:ThinkaboutwhatIsaid.Timeisticking.

Ticktock!Ticktock!

Maduomovedfrom thedoorasStarcatwalked

tothedoor.

Reba:Star?

Shturnedandlookedathim.

Reba:Seethatdiamondringonherfinger?

StarlookedatMaduo'shand.

Reba:That'stheretostay..

Maduomovedfrom thedoorandsheopened

thedoorandwalkedout.

Maduolookedatthenowopendoorandlooked



atReba.

Reba:comehere.Please.

Shewantedtosaynobutshefoundherself

walkingtohim.

Heclearedhisdeskandmovedbackfrom the

desk.

Hepattedthedesktopandshesatonthedesk.

Heplacedhishandsonherthighs.

Reba:Youcametovisit?

Maduo:Yeah..

Reba:Iknowyouwanttoaskquestionsand

you'retryingnottoask..(laughing)

Maduo:Idon'twanttoseem insecure.

Reba:Justask..youknowyouwantto..

Maduo:Whatwasshedoinghere?

Reba:(laughing)shesaysshewantsmeback.



Maduo:Doyouwantherback?

Reba:Ofcoursenot.

Maduo:Whattimeisshetalkingabout?

Reba:Leavethattome.Justtrustmeokay?

Maduo:Okay.OnalessseriousnoteIbrought

food.

Reba:Forme?

Maduo:Mhm..IwasaroundandIwaslikewhy

notshowupunannounced..

Reba:That'sverymuchappreciated.Get

comfortableonthecouch.

Shegotoffthetablewithherfoodandwalked

tothecouch.Sheplacedthedoggybagnextto

herandsheremovedhershoes.

Hejoinedherminustheblazer.



AtLaone'splace

Shewasstilloffthewholeweekanditgaveher

timetoreflecteverything.Hertearsfellaswhat

happenedyearsagoflashedinhermindand

hownobodyfoundout.Shemadesuretokeep

ittoherselfandnowthepastisthreateningto

haunther.

Nowshewasnotevensureifshewasgoingto

bearherhusbandachild.Imaginethat.She

searchedtheinternetandtheresultswere

somethingshehadgottenusedto.Therewasa

fiftypercentchanceofherhavingachild.

ThedooropenedandTerrywalkedin.She

quicklywipedawayhertears.

Terry:Afternoon.I'm hereforlun..



Helookedatherandrealisedthatshewas

crying.

Terry:Hey..what'swrong?

Hesaidashewalkedtoherandsatnexttoher.

Laone:I'm fine..

Terry:You'renot.Lalatalktome..

Sheburstintotearsandhejustpulledherclose

tohim.Herubbedherbackasshecried.

Helethercryitoutandsheliftedherheadup

assheusedhersleevestowipehertears.

Terry:Lalayou'rescaringmenowlove,what's

wrong?

Laone:I'm ahorriblehumanbeing..I..Ishould've

beenhoneatfrom thegetgo.

Terrygaveheraquestionablelookandshe

sniffed.Hewasgoingtohateher.Sheisnotthe



sainthethoughtshewas.

Terry:What'swrongLala?

Laone:I..

Herlipsquiveredastearsquicklymadetheir

waytohereyes.

Terry:TalktomeLala...

Laone:I..Iam notsureIcanhavechildren.

Terrylookedatherandsmiled.

Terry:Loveisthatwhyyou'recrying?

Hesaidashetookherhandsinhisandkissed

them.

Terry:Don'tbeworriedbabe..

Laoneshookherhead.Hedidn'tunderstand.

Laone:It'snotaseasyasthat.

Whatdoesshemeannow?

Laone:Ididsomethingand...



Shebitherlowerlipastearsrolleddownher

cheeks.

Terry:Lala...

Laone:Iam ahorriblehumanbeingandImight

beinfertiletoo...

Terry:What'swrong?Whatdidyoudo?

Shesawhowworriedherwasandhowhereally

wasconcernedabouther.

AtBobonongPrimaryhospital

PreciousheldasleepingKgotsoinherhands.

Hewasablessing.Shecouldn'tbelievethatshe

washoldingawholelivebaby.

Shesmiledlookingathiscutenose.Sheused

herfingertotouchhissmallhandsandshe



couldn'thelpit.

Precious:Iloveyoubaby.Lookat

you.(whispering)

Shesmiledtearfully.Thiswasjustsosurreal.It

tookaseriesofheartachestobeholdingthis

littlebundleofjoyinherarms.

Precious:Ican'tbelievethatIam holdingyou..

Kgotso.

Thabisosoftlyopenedthedoorashecame

withfoodforher.Heplacedthefoodonthe

sidetableandfocusedhisattentiononthem.

Thabiso:He'sasleep?

Shenoddedasafattearrolleddown.Heused

histhumbtowipeit.

Thabiso:Heisours..

Precious:Iknow..Ijustcan'tbelieveit(tearfully)



Thabisolookedathisson.Hehadason.He

chuckledashelookedatthepeacenestlingin

hiswife'sarms.Ablessing.

Theybothlookedathim.Sothankfulforhis

existence.

AtRebabedi'soffice

RebapackedhisstuffandMaddylookedathim.

Shespentthewholeafternooninhisofficeand

hewasthankfulforhersilence.Shecanbea

chatterboxwhenshewants.

Maduo:Sothiswhathappensdaily?

Reba:Mydaywasn'tthathectic.

Maduo:Takeout?

Reba:Youwon'tcook?

Maduo:Nope..unlessyou'reoffering?



Reba:Nottodaybuttercup.Sotheshopsitis.

Maduo:Okay.Letmeholdthatcaseforyou.It's

notheavyisn'tit?

Reba:No.

Shetookthecaseasheworehisblazer.They

walkedouttogetherastheremaining

employeeslookedatthem.Theywereagood

matchandMaduodecidedtostarttalking.

Rebalistenedtoherallthewaytothecar.

Reba:Really?

Maduo:Yesreally..

Heunlockedthecarandshegotinsidefirst

beforehefollowed.Hestartedthecarand

Maduobuckledup.

Maduotookpicturesofhishandonthesteering

wheel.Shewon'tposthim asofyetbuthis

hand?Definitely.



Shecaptionedthepicture*Canyourloveever

Kgosi*

Shesmiled.Yeahshelovedhim.Sobadandit

wasscarythatshemightdoanything.Anything

forhim.Shewashisforthetaking.Whateverhe

wantsshewouldgivetohim,evenifit'sheaven

shewouldfinditforhim.

Hereversedoutoftheparkinglotandsheread

thefewcommentsonthepicture.

Comment1:AhandMaduo wenao

tshamekakarona.

Shehaha'dthecommentasRethabile

commented.

Rethabile: ❣ youlikebeingmysteriousMrs

Kgosi.



Sherepliedher.

Maduo:Letmebewena lol

Shewentthroughthecommentsandshe

stoppedatoneparticularone.Hersmilefaded.

Comment: Youguysarejustfallingforher

jokes.No18yearoldcanbemarried.She

shouldjustfocusonschoolandstopbeinga

cloutchaser.JikijikisheisaKgosioutofthe

blue?Uselessteensonthisapp nanayago

balaotswemoborrebabatonamogowena.

Sherolledhereyes.Thecommenterwasbored.

Sheignoredthatcomment.Shewantedto

deleteitbutsheletitbe.Sheputherphone

downandlookedoutsidethethecarasit

moved.

Rebanoticedthechangeinmoods.Hewanted



toaskbutheletherbe.Shewilltellhim ifshe

wantsto.

.
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Attheshops

Reba:Stopsulking,what'swrong?

Maduo:Nothing.Canwejustbuywhateverand



gohome?

Theywalkedintoafastfoodshopandjoined

thenqueue.

Shewasstilldown.

Reba:Maddy?

Maduo:Rra?

Heshutup.Shewasnotinthemood.Hegot

busyonhisphonewhileMaddywassulking.

Hesawherrecentpostandhereactedonit.It

washim shepostedright?

Hesharedthepostandcaptionedit*MrsKgosiI

seeyou *

Heslidthephoneinhispocketasheheldher

waistandtheywalkedtothecounter.

Reba:Order.

Maduo:Ok.

Shetoldthem theirorderbeforetheywenttosit



downandwaitforthefoodtobeready.

Helookedatherassheleanedintohisarm.

Reba:What'swrong?

Maduo:Nothing.

Shesighedandbreathedinhiscologne.She

shouldn'tletthatonecommentgettoher.

Socialmediaisjustlikethatpeoplesaynasty

things.

Theirordernumberwascalledandshestood

up.Shepaidwithhercardandtookthefood.

Rebastoodupandtheywalkedsidebysideas

theyheadedout.

Whentheygottothecarshejustleanedback

andclosedhereyes.

Reba:Buttercup?



Maduo:hmm..

Reba:Buckleup.

Shebuckledupandthenclosedhereyes.She

shouldn'tletthisaffectheratall.

AtLaone'shouse

TerrylookedatasleepingLaone.Hestilldidn't

knowwhatwaswrongandwhyshecriedlike

that.Hewasworriedabouther.Hesatonthe

bedandstaredather.Whywasshesayingthat

sheisahorriblehumanbeing?

AtSasha'sschool

Sashawalkedtotheparkinglot.Maybeshe

shouldmoveinwithMaddy?Sheshookher



head.Nah!Shewillfeellikeathirdwheelwhen

sheandherbrotheraredoingthenasty.The

littlesheheardwhentheywereathomewas

enoughtotraumatiseher.

"Excusememam"

Aguywalkedovertoher.Shestoppedasshe

tightlyheldherbooks.Shestilldidn'ttrustmen.

Theguysmiledatherandshesawadimple.

Shewantedtosmilebackbutshekepta

straightface.

Him:Hi,I'm Leruo.I'm partoftheevangelism

groupatchurchandwouldliketoinviteyouto

church.

Sashafrowned.Church?

Him:Wellletmestart(laughing)

HegaveherBibleversesasheexplained

salvationtoher.



Sasha:Oh..wow!

Hegaveheraleafletandtherewasayouth

thing.Shouldshego?Shedidn'tknow.Shejust

tooktheleafletandplaceditontopofher

books.

Leruo:CanIknowyourname?

Sasha:Sasha..thanks.Letmego.

Leruo:Beforeyougoyouwillattend?

Sasha:Idon'tknow.Thankyou.

WiththatshewalkedawayandLeruolookedat

her.Hesmiled.Evenifshedoesn'tcomehestill

taughtanothersoulaboutJesus.Hewalkedin

theoppositedirection.

Sashagottotheparkinglotandunlockedthe

car.Shesighedasshelookedattheleaflet.

Theirfamilywasatraditionalone.Shouldshe?



Butitseemedinteresting.Nolie.

Shestartedthecar.Shewillsee.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduoswitchedbetweenthechannels.Bored.

Shewantedtostayawayfrom herphone.What

ifmorepeoplelikethatcommentercommented?

Herphonerangandsheanswereditupon

seeingthecaller.

Rethabile:HeyMads..whenareyoulanding

schoolagain?

Maduo:ByMondayIwillbethere.LastweekI

registeredandstuff.Thisismylastweekthis

side.

Rethabile:WellIcan'twaitforyoutocomeback.



Maduo:Thistimemadam poetyoupayforfood.

Rethabile:yesmam.Areyougood?

Maduo:Yeah..

Rethabile:don'ttellmethatyou'reupset

becauseofthatcomment.Webothknowyou're

MrsKgosiwena..

Maduo:Iknowbutthewayshegotherpoint

acrosswasrude.

Rethabile:Don'tletthenaysayersgettoyou.

Wellgocheckyourpostagainandsmile.Being

saddoesn'tsuityourloudmouth.

Maduo:Mxm..Iam notaloudmouth.

Rethabile:Whateverthatmakesyousleepat

night.Bye.

Shehungupandshewenttoherpost.The

commentwasstillthere.Shefrowned.She

wenttothenotificationspanelandshesmiled.



Hesharedandreactedforthefirsttime.

Somethingshehasbeentellinghim todo.She

wenttohissharedpostandreadthecaption.

Okay.

Shereadthecommentsunderthepost.

Commenter1:omojisitseenggaagoposter

nemona? tellus

Tyler:Mygee

Shelaugheditoffandreadthecomments.

Sheplacedherphonedownwithasmile.

AtJwaneng

Tylerwalkedoutofhisofficewithhisfilesin

onehand.Hehadtotakeworkhomenow.

Hesawthelightinoneofficeonandhe

knockedonthedoor.Itwasgettinglate.



Her:Comein.

HeopenedthedoorandhefoundMirandabusy

onthecomputer.

Miranda:Boss..

Hechuckled.

Tyler:Youshouldstopcallingmethat.Tyler

woulddo.

Mirandasmiled.

Miranda:Boss?(laughing)

Tyler:Isn'titabitlate?

Miranda:Justsendingafewemails,Iwillbe

doneinafew.

Tylercheckedthetime.

Tyler:It'sabitlate,willyoufindtransportintime?

Miranda:Iwillsee..Idon'tknow.



Tyler:Finishupandletmedropyouoff.

Miranda:Idon'tthinkitwillbeappropriatefor

mybos..

Tyler:It'sjustaconcernedbossdroppinghis

employeetomakesuresheissafeandkeeps

onbeingproductive.Don'treadtoomuchintoit

Miranda.

Shefocusedonthecomputerscreenasshe

sentthelastemailandthenswitcheditoff.

Miranda:Alldoneboss.

ShestartedtoarrangeherdeskasTylerstood

bythedoor.Shewon'tletherfoolishcrushon

herbossruinthisjob.It'sbeenyearsandshe

finallyhasastablejob.

Shestoodupandwalkeduptohim.Shewasn't

wearingheelstodayandshewasshortshem.

Tyler:Afteryou..



Shewalkedoutfirstandheclosedthedoorin

hiswayout.

Theywalkedpasttheemptyofficesandgot

insidetheelevator.

Mirandalookedathernailsasiftheywerethe

mostinterestingthingonplanetearyh.When

theelevatordingedshegotoutfirstandTyler

laughed.

Tyler:Iam notgoingtieatyouupMsSimons

unlessyouwantmeto..

Sheblushedandfacedtheother.Shecleared

herthroat.

Miranda:Uhm...

Tyler:Iam stilldroppingyouoff...followme.

Shereluctantlyfollowedhim totheparkinglot.

Heunlockedhiscarandopenedthedoorfor

herbeforewalkingtohisside.

Shesatdownandbuckledup.Hiscolognewas



sostronginhiscar.

Sheplacedherbagonherlapashestartedthe

car.

Miranda:Yourcarisnice.

Tyler:Thanks.

Heswitchedonthecarheatingandshewas

thankfulforthat.

Thesilenttothestaffhousingwassilent.When

theywerethereMirandadirectedhim towhere

shewasstaying.

Hestoppedthecarinfrontoftheyardasthe

carheadlightsflashed.

MeanwhileSherrypulledthecurtainandshe

sawTyler'scar.ShesawMirandagettingoutof

itandshefrowned.Weretheyromantically

involved?



Anyhowsheletgoofthecurtainandshesaton

thecouch.

Miranda:Thankyouonceagain.

Tyler:Anytime.Seeyoutomorrow.

Hedroveoffandshesighed.Shewalkedtothe

houseandknocked.Herhousemateopenedthe

door.

Miranda:Hey..

Sherry:Hi..workedtilllatetoday?

Miranda:Yeah..soexhausted.Gonnatakea

showerandsleep.

Sherry:okay.

Mirandaheadedtothebedroom andSherry

kepthereyesgluedtothetelevisionscreen.



AtRebabedi'shouse

RebadialedtheSergeant.Asmuchashecan

handleallofthishimself,hedoesn'twantto

involveherinallofthis.

TheSergeantansweredandRebagavehim the

downsizeofeveryrhingandhesentthe

recording.

Sergeant:Wewilldealwithit.

Reba:Thanks.

Hehungupandsighed.Starwascausing

unnecessarytroublereally.

Thedooropenedandshewalkedin.Shewas

smilingnow.

Maduo:Hello..

Reba:Hey.



Shejustwalkedtohim andsatonhislap.

Maduo:HaveItoldyouthatIloveyou?

Reba:No.Idon'tthinkso.

Maduo:WellIloveyou.

Reba:Iloveyoutoo.Whyareyouhappy?

Maduo:I'm alwayshappy.

Reba:Afewhoursagoyouwerenot.

Maduo:WellI'm happynow..

Reba:Nomoresulking?

Maduo:Nope..

Reba:Ifyou'rehappythenI'm happy.

Maduo:uhhuh..

Shekissedhim andhekissedherback.They

won'tdoanything.Justkiss.

Atthehotel



Starwasstilltryingtomakeherplanmake

sensewhenshewasinterruptedbyadoor

knock.Shedidn'torderroom serviceor

anythinglikethat.

Sheopenedthedoorandshegaspedsoftly.

Star:Goodevening.HowmayIhelpyoukindsirs?

Officer:YouareunderarrestMs.Ifyouwould

pleasefollowusquietlytothestation.

Star:Forwhat?Ididnothing.

Officer2:Mam wearenotfighting.It'seither

youfollowusquietlyorwehandcuffyou..

Shedidn'twantcuffsoshegrabbedherphone

andcoatthenfollowedtheuniformedmen.

.
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Atthepolicestation

TheofficerplayedtherecordingforStartohear.

Sotheywerebothrecordingeachother?

Officer:Isthatyou'revoicemam?

Heaskeddeliberatelyjustsoshecandenyand

shewasoutofwords.

Officer:Youdoknowthatitisacrimeto

threatentokillaninnocentcivilian?



Starkeptquiet.

Star:Iwon'tsayanythingunlessmylawyeris

present(shakyvoice)

Hechuckledashelookedathispartner.

Officer:Well..youcancallhim butinthemorning.

YouareunderarrestforthreatstokillMrs

MaduoKgosi.

Shesighed.

Star:CanIatleastcallsomeone?

Theofficerlookedatherandnodded.Shetook

herphoneanddialedhersister.

Star:Aub?

Aubrey:YesStar..yousounddown.

Star:Ihavebeenarrested.Canyoufindmea

goodlawyer?

Aubreywasconfusedontheotherside.



Aubrey:Whatdoyoumeanyouhavebeen

arrested?

Star:Exactlythat.

Theofficergaveheralook.

Star:Canyouguysfindmealawyer?Please??I

willexplaintomorrow.

Aubrey:Okay.

Star:Thankyou.

Shehungupandplacedherphoneonthetable.

Theofficerwhisperedtohiscolleaguewho

noddedandwalkedout.

Itwasgameoverforhernow.Withherrecord

shemightevenlosethejobopportunityandthis

mightturnouttobeafullblowninvestigation

thatmightdigintoherpast.

Afemaleofficerwalkedinsidetheinterrogation



room andcommandedhertostand.

Sheputherhandsbehindherheadasshe

searchedher.Theyremovedallher

jewellery,tookherbeltandphone.Shewas

literallyleftwiththeclothesonherback.

Officer:Followus.

Thefemaleofficerwalkedaheadofherandthe

twomaleofficersbehindher.

Shewasreallygoingtospendhernightinacell?

Shehadexpectedhim todealwithithimselfas

hesaidsoshecouldusemoreagainsthim but

hewasdamnsmartandwasgoingtoappear

cleanbeforethelaw.

Shelookeddowninshameastheyledherto

theholdingcells.

Thefollowingmorning



Atthepolicestation

Aubreywalkedwithalaywerintow.

ShewaitedtogoseeStarsothatshecan

explaintothelawyerwhatthehellishappening.

Sheliterallyarrivedthedaybeforeyesterday

andshewasalreadyinjail.

Shedidn'teventellherparentsthatStarhas

beenjailedbecauseitwillraisequestionsshe

hadnoanswersto.

ShesatnexttothelawyerasshelookedatStar.

Shehaddarkcirclesunderhereyes.

Star:Imessedup..

Aubrey:StarttalkingStar..



JustlikethatStartoldhereverythingandaslap

landedacrossherface.

SheheldhercheekasthelaywerheldAubrey

back.

Aubrey:ThefuckStar..

Star:I..

Aubrey:Don'tIme...Kanteoutlwanalego

tswalelwanarewena?(youlikebeinglockedup?)

Star:No..

AubreycursedinAfrikaansandStarlooked

down.

Lawyer:Mscalm down.

Aubrey:Howthehellam Isupposedtocalm

down?Shewillgetjailtime.That'saserious

offence.

Laywer:Wecanpleadmentalsickness..



Starlookedatthelawyer.Shewasnotsick.Not

anymore.Shedidn'twanttogobacktothat

placeagain.

Aubrey:Thatmightworkgivenherpasthistory.

Star:Soheworldwillknowaboutmymental

illnesses?

Aubrey:Doyouhaveabetterideaohshining

star.Iam tryingtosaveyoufrom jail.That

inmatelifeisnotniceespeciallyforaweakling

likeyou.Thehell..

Star:NoneedtotryandbreakmeAub.

Aubrey:Wellsisyoudon'tknowbrokenuntilyou

spendtimeinajailcell.Iam tryingtosaveyour

assandintheprocessyou'regoingtolose

everythingyouworkedhardfor.

Star:Iwasn'tthinkingAub..

Aubrey:Wellyourrecklessbeahviourlandedyou

hereandyouknowthethingwithrichpeople?



Theywillappearcleanandwhitebeforethelaw

becausetheyhavethelawontheirside.

Star'stearschokedherandAubreyrolledher

eyes.Shejustknewitthatherobsessive

tendenciesmightstartbecauseshewas

attachedtotheguywhowastoxictoher.Look

athernow.

ThelawyerstartedtellingStarwhattodoand

sayasStarnarratedhermentalissuestohim.

Shehadgottentreatmentandwasnolongeron

drugstoo.Thiswasgoingtomesseverything

up.

Aubrey:YouheardthatStar?Doashesays.

Don'tmessthisupplease.

Star:YesAub..(shakyvoice)

Aubrey:Good.Ican'tbelieveyouwentahead



anddidsomethingascrazyasthis.Not

everyoneismeantforyouStar.Learntoletgo.

Star:ButhepromisedAub.Hepromisedme.I

gotbetterforhim knowinghewaswaitingfor

me.

Aubreyshookherhead.AsStarsnortedand

wipedthemucuswithhersleeves.Shehad

beencoldthewholenight.Shekepthearing

weirdsoundsandshedidn'tevensleep.Her

facewasredandshewasjustamess.

Thelawyerlookedbetweenthetwowomen.

Lawyer:Ishouldgopleadhercase.Forbailat

least.

Aubreynoddedandthelawyerwalkedout.

Star:Iam sosorryfordraggingyouhereto

cleanmymessup.



Aubrey:(sighing)you'refamilyandit'sonlyfair

thatIhelpyouout.Nomatterhowmuchyou

messupattheendofthedayyou'restillmy

sisterStar.

Shenoddedasshewipedhertears.

Aubrey:Wewillsortthisout.

Star:Ok

AtJwaneng

Miranda&Sherry'shouse

Mirandagotreadyassheappliedhereyeliner.

Shethenappliedglossandsmiled.Alldone.

Sherrywalkedintothebathroom withher

makeupbag.

Sherry:Nicecateye.

Miranda:Thankyou...letmeleaveyoutoitand



wegocatchataxi..

Sherry:We'recatchingataxi?

Miranda:Wellyeah.Wecatchoneeveryday..

Sherrysmiledassheusedthemascaraforher

lashes.

Sherry:Ithoughtweweregoingtobegivena

ridetoday..

Miranda:AreyouokaySher?

ShetouchedherforeheadandSherrylightly

slappedherhandoff.

Mrianda:Areyouokay?Haveweeverbeengiven

aridebefore?

Sherrysmiled.

Sherry:Lastnightyouweredroppedoff..

Mirandachuckledassheshookherhead.

Miranda:ItmeansnothingSherry.Nothing.



Sherry:Ifyousayso.

Miranda:Makeitfastwemightbelate.

Sherry:SureMira..

Mirandawalkedoutofthebathroom.She

headedtoherroom wheresheworeher

heels,tookherhandbagandphone.

.

.
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Afewdayslater

AtGaborone

Maduolazilyopenedoneeyeasthephonerang

non-stop.Sheyawnedandopenedbothher

eyes.Hewasstillfastasleep.Shestretchedher

arm tograbthephone.

Sheanswered.

Maduo:Hello?(yawning)

Precious:wereyoustillsleeping?

Maduo:Mhmm mama..

Precious:WellIcalledearliertowishyouthe

bestforschooltomorrow.

Maduo:Thankyousomuch.



Precious:Rememberwhatwetalkedabout.

Trust.

Shelookedathim andsmiled.

Maduo:Yesmom.Iremember.AndIwon'tlet

anyonedown.

Precious:Wellnowthat'soutofthewayplease

studyandmakeusproud.Varsityshouldn't

changeyou.

Maduo:Itwon'tmom.IknowwhyIam hereand

Ishouldfocusononlythat.Justthedegree,the

moneyandbearinmindthatIhaveahusband.

Precious:Good.

Maduo:HowisKgotso?Stillcute?

Precious:(chuckling)YesMaddy...suchacute

littlebabyboy..

Maduo:Aaw..



Rebayawned.

Maduo:MamaIhaveto.Wewilltalklater.

Precious:Okay.

Shehungupandplacedthephoneback.She

straddledhim andheopenedhiseyes.

Reba:What?

Maduo:Nothing.GoodmorningMrKgosi.

Reba:Morning.

Shepeckedhislips.Sohewasleavingtoday.

Hejustcametodropheroffandheisleaving.

Herheartdropped.TherewerealotofStars

andRachelsinthisworldandshejustdidn't

wanthim togoasofyet.

Reba:Ihavetogo.

Maduo:Iknowjustthat...Imeanyougetbusy

andyoutravelalot.I..(holdingbacktears)



Reba:Areyoucrying?It'sstillmorningMaduo.

Maduo:Iknow..Rebakeore..

Reba:Iknow..don'tstress..

Hehuggedherashertearsfellonhischest.He

sighed.HehadtoleavetodayforFrancistown.

Hehadworkinthemorning.

Reba:Maddy?

Maduo:Hmm..

Reba:Wecanstillvideocall..

Maduo:Itwon'tbethesame.

Hesighed.

Reba:We'llsurviveokay?

Maduo:Mhmm..

Reba:Stopbeingababy(chuckling)

Maduo:TswamogonnaMr..



AtLaone'splace

Shehadfinallygatheredthecouragetotellhim

afterafewdaysoftryingtoignoretheissue.

Sheplacedhermanicuredhandsonherthighs

asshelookedatTerry.Hemightjudgeherand

theweddingmightbeoverjustlikethat.

Laone:Well..

Helookedatherwithasombreexpression.It

wasnowornever.Shebreathedin.

Laone:WhenIwas18..Iuhm..wellIwasabright

studentatschool.SowhentheresultscameI

hadfirstclassgrades.Iwashappywiththe

addedfactthatIwaslegalandall..

Hewaitedforhertocontinue.Hewantedto

hearwhatshehadtosay.

Laone:AndIhadaboyfriendatthattimewho



wasavarsitystudent.Thecoolguy.Theone

withtheswagandstufflikethat.Istupidly

agreedtolethim takemyvirginityonedayand

wellthaghappenedandwellthebrightest

studentsarealwaysdumbsowedidthedeed

withoutprotectionandIwasn'ton

contraceptivesatall.Wehadunprotectedsex

andstuff..

Shesighedandlookeddown.

Laone:Wellthat'snotimportantwellitisbuta

monthbeforeschoolsopenedIfoundoutIwas

pregnant.

Terryfrownedlookingather.Hehopeditwas

notwhathewasthinkingitwas.Laone

swallowedalumpastearsmadeherblink.

Laone:Ididn'tnoticeandmysisterwasat

varsityandmymotherusedtopasssubtle



remarkslike'you'regainingweight'or'you're

glowing'IignoredthattillIfoundmyselfpuking

inthemorning.Luckilymom wasn'ttheresoI

usedthelittlecashIhadtogobuyapregnancy

test.

ShelookedupandaskedGodforstrength.This

killedher.Itreallydid.

Laone:LoandbeholdIfoundoutIwaspregnant.

Itoldmythenboyfriendwhogavemeone

option.Abortorit'sover.Iwasstupidandin

lovesoIagreedtotheabortionhepaidfor.I

agreedtoabortababyillegally.

Hertearsfellandshewipedthem.

Laone:Yeah.IwastraumatizedbyitallbutIdid

it.PlusIhadafuturetolookforwardto.Iwas



onlyabouttostartvarsity.Anddisappointing

mamawasnotanoptiontome..thatwould

meanputtingmydreamsonholdtosupporta

baby..I'm sorry..

Helookedatherastheenormityoftheissueat

hand.

Laone:I'm reallysorry.Iwillunderstanditifyou

nolongerwanttheweddingtogoon.That'sthe

veryreasonwhyIquestionmyfertilityplusIam

over30Terry...so..

Shesaidasshewipedmoretears.

Terrystoodupashepacedtheroom.Heloves

Lalabut...

AtMaduo'splacelaterthatday



ShehuggedRebatight.

Reba:Youcanletgo.

Maduo:MonthendI'm coming.

Reba:Okaybabe.

Maduo:Iloveyou.

Reba:Rightbackatyou.

Maduo:Mxm...Thishurtsshem..

Reba:Oskasalaophakisatuu..gokaswa

mothokanaMaduo..

Maduo:Iwon't.Ipromise.

Reba:Good.That'smeantformeonly.

Maduo:Yessir.

Helookedathiswatch.

Reba:Ihavetogo.



Hefrenchkissedherpinklipsbeforehelether

go.

Maduo:Bye..

Reba:Bye..

Hegotinsidehiscarandshefeltherheart

breakashiscarreversed.

Shequicklyclosedthedoorandleanedagainst

it.

Sheusedherhandstowipehertears.

Maduo:Youwillbefinebaby..Justfora

month..amonth..awholemonth.

Shelockedthedoorandwalkedtothebedroom.

*

*

*
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AtLaone'shouse

Laonesighedasshesatdownonthecouch.

Terrywalkedoutsayingheneededsomefresh

airandshelethim walkout.Shedidn'tknow

whattodowithherselfhonestly.

ShedialedPrecious'snumber.Maybe

shebmightgivehersomeadvice.Shewaslost.

Sheansweredonthethirdring.

Laone:Heysis.

Precious:Heyhey..

Laone:HowisKgotso?

Precious:heisgrowing.Heisgood.



Laone:That'sgoodtohear..

Precious:Yousounddown.

Laone:Uhm..wellIam unsureaboutalotof

things.

Precioussighed.Shehopeditwasn'tthe

wedding.Everyonewasreallylookingforward

toherwedding.

Laone:Thewedding..family.Marriage.

Precious:Whathappened?

Laone:wellItoldTerryaboutwhathappenedin

mypastandhedidn'ttakeitwell..

Precious:Whatdidhedo?

Laone:Hesaidhelovesmebuthewasn'tsure

hewoulddothis.Thenhewalkedout.

Precious:Maybeheneedstothinkaboutit.Give

him spaceandLaoneifhedoeswalkaway..



Shedidn'tevenwanttothinkaboutit.

Precious:Lethim be.You'reararegem baby

anddon'tletanyonemakeyoufeelotherwise

becauseofyourpast.Ifhereallylovesyou,you

guyswillgetoverthis.

Laonenodded.Shewasright.

Laone:You'reprobablyright.Thankyouso

much.

Precious:That'swhatsistersarefor..

Thebabycriedinthebackground.

Precious:Ihavetogo.He'sawake.

Laoneenviedthat.Shealsowantedababy.

Laone:Okay.Bye.

Precious:Bye.

Shehungupandshesighed.Sheclosehereyes.



Ifonlyshecouldgobackintimeandchange

herpast.

AtMaduo'splace

Shesatupright.Shewantedtocallhim buthe

wasontheroad.Shehopedhewillarrivesafe

andhewillcallher.

Shejustwentthroughhersocialmediabefore

sheputherphonedown.

Shepickedherphoneagainasshebithernail.

ShedialedRethabile.

Rethabile:HeyMads..

Maduo:Heywhereareyou?

Rethabile:I'm athome.Whatisit?



Maduo:Urgit'snothing.TomorrowshouldIpass

byyourhouse?

Rethabile:Andyounevertoldyouarrivedherein

Gabs..

Maduochuckled.

Maduo:Iwassettlinginthisweekend.

Rethabile:Whereareyou?

Maduo:Home..I'llpassbyyourhousetomorrow

morning.Hopethat'sokay?

Rethabile:It'sokay..

Maduo:Bye.

Shehungupandsighed.Truststartsnow.She

closedhereyes.Sheshouldprobablysleep.He

willcallheroncehearrives.

AtFrancistown



Tumijoinedthequeueatthesupermarketwhen

shespottedtheanonymousstranger.She

lookedathertrolley.Shouldshe?Hewas

walkingoutoftheshopholdingaplastic.

Shejustlefthertrolleyandlightlyjoggedinher

heelstowardsthestoreentrance.

Peoplelookedatherasshewalkedout.

Tumi:Sir..wait..

ThemanquickenedhispaceandTumisighed

asshecontinuedjogginginherheelswhilst

holdingherhandbagintheotherhand.

Shewasn'tevenawareassheherheelcaught

ontosomething,herankletwistedandshefell

onherbutt.

Tumi:Iyoo!(inpain)

Somuchfortryingtothankthestrangerbuthe



keptonwalking.Nowhowwillshewalknow?

Shepickedherbagandheldit.Thiswasso

embarrassing.

Themantunredandhesawherontheground.

Shouldhehelpherorjustgoandlethisidentity

remainanonymous?

Hisconsciencepokedathim andheturnedand

walkedtoher.

Tumiblewthehaironherfaceawayasshewas

inanawkwardpositiononthegroun.

Themankneeledbesidesher.

Tumi:SoIhadtosprainanankleforyoutoturn..

Hechuckled.

Him:Icanjustleaveyouknow.

Tumi:mxm..Michaelright?I'm Tumi..



Michael:Howdid...

Tumi:YoupaidusingyourcardsoIreadthe

receiptMr..helpmeup.Ihaveafirstaidboxin

mycar.Don'tknowhowIwilldrivehome.

Michael:Letmehelpyou.

Tumi:Theregoesmygroceryshopping.

Michaelpickedherupinhisarmsandshe

lookedupathim.Heclearedhisthroat.

Michael:Whereisyourcar?

Shedirectedhim towherehercarwasparked.

Shewentthroughherbagandfoundthekeys.

Shehandedthem tohim andheunlockedit.

Heopenedthepassengerseatandplacedher

down.Hesawthedoctor'scoatand

stethoscopeontheseat.

Michael:You'readoctor?

Tumi:Mhmm..thefirstaidboxisunderthe

driver'sseat.



Helookedforitandhesawit.

Tumilookedathim.Maybeitwasgoodthatshe

sprainedanankle.Soshewillhavetolimpat

work?

Michaelopenedtheboxandhefoundthe

bandageandsomepatches.Heaslofound

ointmentsandawholelotofstuff.

Hetouchedherankleandshewhimpered.

Tumi:Ithurts.

Michaelgentlyremovedhershoes.Shehadsoft

feet.Whythehellwasherunninginthefirst

place?

Tumi:Uhm..thanksforpayingtheotherday.

Michael:It'snothing.

Tumi:It'ssomething.Thosewerealotof

clothes.



Hesmiledandsheblinked.

Whenhewasdonehebandagedherleg.

Michael:Willyoubeabletodrive?Mxm.Stupid

question.Ofcoursenot.Letmetakeyouhome.

Tumi:Youreallydon'thaveto..

Michael:Letme.

Heclosedthepassengerdoorandhewentto

thedriver'sseat.

Michael:Directmetoyourhouseokay?

Shenoddedashestartedhercar.Hewillcome

backforhiscarafterhetakesherhome.

Tumihidasmallsmile.Okay.

AtLaone'shouse



ItwasgettinglateandLaonejustswitchedoff

thelights.Terrywasprobablynotgonnacome

back.Shewalkedtothebedroom whereshesat

onthebedandlookedatherengagementring.

Wasthisreallytheend?Wasitoverforthem?

Shewasnolongergettingmarried?Aknockon

thedoordisturbedherthoughtsandshetied

herrobetighterassheworehersleepers.

Laone:Coming.

Shewalkedtothedoorandunlockedit.

ItwasTerry.Herheartskippedabeat.

Terry:Canwetalk?

Laone:Sure..

Shemovedasideashewalkedinside.Itwas

overandsheknewit.Itwasover.



Sheclosedthedoorandlockedit.

Shesatonthecouchandlookedathim.

Terry:Ihadtimetothinkaboutit.Aboutusand

everything.Itallboileddowntoonething..

Herheartskipped.

*

*

*
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Atcampus



Maduosatdownassheateherpie.Rethabile

cametositnexttoher.

Rethabile:I'm exhausted.

Maduo:DidItellyou?

Rethabile:Tellmewhat?

Maduo:Youremembermetellingyouaboutthis

girlcalledStar?

Rethabilenodded.

Maduo:Sheisinjailaswespeak.

Rethabile:Youlie.

Maduo:Sheisamentalcasethatone.Icouldn't

attendthecourtcasecauseofschoolbutIwas

toldtheverdictbesidestherewasevidence.

Rethabile:Hectic.

Maduo:Reallyhectic.

ShedownedthepiewithjuiceandRethabile



lookedather.Shewasglowing.

Rethabile:Yousureyou'regood?

Maduo:Whywouldn'tIbegood?

Rethabile:You'realwayssnackingonsomething.

Maduolaughed.Rethabilewasthinkingtoo

much.

Maduo:so?

Rethabile:Justthat..knowwhatforgetit..

Maduoshrugged.

Theystoodupandwalkedtowardstheschool

library.TheybumpedintoBogosiontheway.

Maduorolledhereyes.Forthepastthree

monthsshehasbeenavoidingtheseboysand

shehasbeenplayingfar,veryfarfrom boys.She

wasfocusedonschoolandnothingelse.

Bogosi:Rethabile..Maduocanweliketalk?

Maduojustshookherhead.Thisobsession



withherhasgottostop.

Maduo:Bogosilook..Idon'twanttocomeoffas

rudebutletthisbethelasttimeyouspeakto

me.Iam amarriedwoman.

Sheflashedherringbeforehiseyes.

Maduo:Thisrockishereforareasonsoplease

stayaway.Ihopewedon'thavetohavethis

conversationagainbecausethenexttimeI

won'tbethissweet.

Shesmiledsweetlyathim.

Maduo:Sutahoo..

Hemovedtothesideandthegirlspassed.He

rubbedhishead.

Rethabile:Kanteobajesaeng?(whatdoyou

feedthem?)

Maduo:Nothing.JustthattheythinkIam stupid

andIwillignoremyhusbandandgivethem



chances.

Rethabile:ImeanTlhomphoisalwaysasking

aboutyou.

Maduo:Morena!Idon'twanttrouble.Totathese

boysneedtostayawayfrom me.Forreal.Their

obsessionwithmeisstartingtoscareme.

Rethabile:I'lltellDarientoputhisfriendona

leash.

Maduo:Hebetterdothatplease.Ijustcame

heretogetthedegree.

Rethabile:securingthebag?

Maduo:Youknowit.

Sheyawned.

Maduo:I'm startingtohatemyclassesthough.

Rethabile:Why?

Maduo:peoplearealwayssleepyandit



becomesboring..

Rethabile:Theyarealwayssleepy?

Maduo:Mhmm...Ihatethat.

Rethabile:Isn'titweirdthateveryoneisalways

sleepyinsteadofyou?

Maduo:Whatareyouinsinuating?

Rethabilebackedoff.Judgingfrom hertone

shewasabouttogetdefensiveandshewasn't

spoilingforafight.

Rethabile:Nothing.Let'sgetin.

Theywalkedinsideandregisteredthemselves.

TheysatdownnexttoeachotherandMaduo

placedherlaptoponthedesk.

Rethabilejustwentthroughthenotesfrom her

lesson.Lawwasnojokebutitwassomething

shereallywaspassionateabout.Shethanked



Godeverydaythatherparentsactuallylether

pursueherpassion.Maduo?Thiswasjust

takingschoolasitisandsheseemedtoace

everytest.

Maduolookedathernotesandshejustrewrote

them neatly.Thetwodidtheirschoolwork

silently.TwohourslaterMaduolookedat

Rethabile.

Maduo:You'restillbusy?

Rethabile:yeah..

Maduo:I'llfindyouhereokay,Ineedtogobuy

somethingtoeat.

Rethaknewit.Food.

Rethabile:Sure.Don'tbringanythingforme.I'm

fine.

Maduo:Okay.



Shewalkedoutholdingherphone.Assoonas

shesteppedoutsidethelibraryherphonerang.

Maduo:Hello..

Laone:Maddyareyoufreetomorrow?

Maduo:Ihaveaclassinthemorning.YeahIwill

befree.Whatisit?

Laone:Dressfitting.Thetailorismakingthe

finaltouchestothedressesandyouneedto

comefitthedress.Sheadjustedit.

Maduo:Okay.

Laone:Good.

Maduo:Byeauntybye...

Shehungupandwalkedtotheschooltuckshop.

Maduo:HiIwant..

Lady:magwinyaandmenoto..(fatcakesand

chickenfeet)



Maduosmiled.

Maduo:Exactlythat.

Lady:Youeatthiscomboalmosteverydaybut

youstilldon'thavepimples.

Maduo:Iguessit'sthegenes.

Thetuckshopladysmiledasshehandedher

thefoodinatakeaway.

Maduo:Addjuice.

Lady:Okay.

ShehandedherthejuiceandMaduogavehera

P20note.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Shewalkedawayandtheladysmiled.She

couldn'tnoticebutshesawit.Plusshetipped

verywell.Averykindgirlthatone.



Maduosatdownandshebitintothefatcake.

Thiswasjustheavenly.

Herphonevibratedandsheanswered.

Maduo:Bathogoeng?

Reba:Whoacalm down.WhatdidIdo?

Maduo:Heybabe.Howareyoutoday?

Reba:Goodandyou?

Maduo:Missingyou.

Reba:IwastherejustlastweekMaddy.

Maduo:Still..

Reba:Stillangry?

Maduo:Aboutwhat?

Rebabreathedoutasighofrelief.Atleastshe

forgot.

Reba:Nothing.Ijustsawyourmarks.



Maduo:Don'tlecturemeplease.Thosewere

justtestsandthatparticularmodulewasgiving

meahardtimetlhe.

Reba:buta60%

Maduo:Iknowjust..haish..Iwillworkonit.

Reba:Welltherestaregood..

Maduowiggledhereyebrows.

Maduo:JustsayitKgosi.Admititthatyourwife

issmart.

Reba:Okayyou'resmartMrsRebabedi.

Shesmiledwithpride.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Shelookedatthechickenfeet.

Maduo:CanIcallyouabitlaterlove?I'm busy.

Reba:Don'ttellmeyou'reeating?

Maduo:Akerewenawarekenonne..tswahela

mogonnaReba.(you'resayingthatIam



fat..justgetoffmycaseReba)

Rebashutup.Thatdefensivetonewastheone

sheusedwhenevershewantedtostartafight.

Reba:Okay.Okay.Willcalllater.

Maduo:Sure.

Sheputherphonedownandshestartedtoeat

thelittlemeatonthechickenfeet.Thiswasjust

theish.Shegiggledalone.

AtPrecious'shouse

ShefinallyputKgotsodowntorest.Her

confinementwasoverandshehadtogoback

towork.Maduo'swordsranginherhead.She

shouldn'thireanannyforhim.



Shedialedhermother'snumber.

Precious:Ma..

Granny:Hi..hopeyou'restillbreastfeedingthe

boy..

Precious:Yousawhim.Heisgainingalotof

weight.Anywayma,Ineedafavour.

Granny:Okay.

Precious:CanyoulookafterKgotso?Imeanme

andhisfatherwork...wellhisfatherhasafarm

torunandIhavework.

Granny:Youdon'thavetoask.Bringhim overin

themorning.

Precious:Thankyoumama.

Granny:Anytime.BesidesIam alwayslonelyin

thishouse.

Preciouslaughed.

Precious:Notforlong.



ShesaidlookingatKgotso.Hewasindeeda

blessing.

AtCampus

Maduofinishedherfoodandshefoundthe

nearesttap.Shewashedherhands.

NowtocontinueherstudysessionwithThabi.

Shewalkedtothelibraryandherphonerang.

Whatwasupwithpeopletoday?

Maduo:Dumelalewena.(Hellotoyou)

Sasha:Ishuu..iketle..(chill)

Maduo:WhatdoyouwantSasha?

Sasha:Youaredefinitelynotinthemood?

Maduo:Otlabuakanakeitlhoboge?(willyou

talkorIshouldjustleaveit?)

Sasha:Didyouthinkaboutmyidea?



Maduo:(sighing)youknowyourbrotherSasha.

Hehateshavjngpeopleinhishouse.The

personyoucandothatkindofstuffforisKatso

notReba.

Sasha:Rebakanaene..

Maduo:Yousee?

Sasha:ButcanIdropoffwhatIbought?

Tomorrowthereisanallnightatchurch.

Maduolaughed.

Maduo:You'rereallyseriouslikeaboutchurchor

you'reeyeingthatguy..what'shis

name?(snappingherfingerstryingtoremember

hisname)

Sasha:(bored)Leruo.Butboth.Wanttojoinme?

Maduo:ThelasttimeIcame,Iwasalostsheep

andyouweren'tlistening.Youwerejustogling

atLeruo..

Sasha:Mxm..



Maduo:Youcancomedropitoff.Idon'tknow

whenIam goingtoFrancistown.Schoolis

hectic.

Sasha:Gobuacrack.

Maduo:Ijaa..Youdon'twanttostudywithme

butwehavealmostsimilarmodules.Crackya

kae?

Sasha:You'rejustsayingthat.You'resmart

wenabesidesyouhaveReba.

Sashasmirkedattheendoftheline.

Sasha:Hedoeshelpyoustudyoryoutwo...

Maduo:Sasha!!(laughing)ngng...

Maduo'sblushed.Hersisterinlawwasjust..

Sasha:WellIguessintelligenceiskgm kgm

transmitted..

Maduo:Mxm..Iam donetalkingtoyou.

Sasha:Youloveme.Iknow.



Maduo:Sharpomma.

Shehungupandshookherhead.Sheopened

thedoorandhersmilefaded.Thesilencewas

traumatizing.

ShesatdownnexttoRethabileandopenedher

books.

Maduo:Thankyou(whispering)

Rethabile:Suresure..youowemelunch.

Maduo:sure..

Shesmiledassheadjustedherglassesand

starteddoingpracticequestions.

.

.
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AtMaduo'shouse

Laterthatnight

SheopenedthedoorasSashawalkedin.

Sashahandedherthewrappedgift.

Maduo:What'sthis?

Sasha:Hispresent...

Maduo:What'sinitthough?



Sasha:That'sforhim tofindoutsis.Don'tyou

dareopenitMaduo.

Maduo:Comeinandhaveadrink.Ihavejuice

andtea.

SashasatdownonthecouchasMaduoheaded

tothekitchentopourhersomejuice.

Shecamebackwithtwoglassesofjuiceand

Sashatookagoodlookatherbrother'swife.

Sasha:You'regainingweightMaddy.

Maduo:Whyiseveryoneonmycaseaboutmy

weight.Isitthefirsttimeseeingapersongain

weightnebathong?

Sasha:Whoa!Ididn'tmeanitinabadway

Maduo.Breath.

Shesatdownasshehandedhertheglass.

Sashasippedonthejuiceandlookedather

face.Shewasdefinitelygettingchubby.She

wasapetitegirlbutthissuddenweightgain



wasalarming.Shedidn'twanttotalkaboutit

butafewmonthsinGabsandshegainsweight

likethis?Wastheresomethingshewasn't

tellingthem?

Sasha:Istheresomethingyou'renottellingus?

Maduo:Somethinglikewhat?

Sasha:SomethingyouandRebaarekeeping

from us?

Maduogaveheraquizzedlook.Whatwasshe

onabout?

Maduo:Whatareyouonabout?

Sasha:Thereisnothing?

Maduo:Whywouldwehideanythingfrom you

guys?AreyoualrightSashaorweshouldtake

youtochurchfordeliveranceorsomething?

Sashalaughed.



Sasha:I'm good.But...nevermind.

Maduo:Okay.

Sashaplacedtheglassdownandlookedat

Maddywithasmileonherface.

Sasha:Letmegetgoingandmakesureyou

deliverthatgifttoit'srightfulowner.

Maduo:Yesmam..

MaduowalkedSashatothedoor.

TheyhuggedandSashawalkedtohercar.

Maddylockedthedoorandtooktheglassesto

thekitchen.Shehasaveryearlylectureanda

dressfittingafterwards.

Shewalkedtoherbedroom.

Thefollowingday



Shewokeupwithasmileonherface.Shesent

him aGoodmorningtextbeforeheadingtothe

shower.Aftertheshowershelookedatherself

inthemirror.

Maduo:Someweightgainhereandthere.Now

everyoneisonmycase.Geez.

Shegotdressedandheadedtothekitchento

gomakebreakfast.

AtRebabedi'sOffice

Hismotherwalkedinsidethehouse.

Reba:Himother.

MmaKgosi:Hello.

Shesatdownasshelookedaround.Shehasn't

beeninsidethisofficeforawhilenowandthe

chairheissittingonwaswhereherhusband's

onceuponatime.



Sheswallowedabit.Hewasthespittingimage

ofhisfatherandattimesitdidhurttolookat

him andberemindedofhowshelosther

husband.Tearswelledinhereyes.It'sbeen

yearsbutthewoundtendstofeelfreshattimes.

Rebalookedathismotherandhecouldseethe

paininhereyes.Thewayherlipsturnedintoa

sadsmile.Hecouldseethatshewasnotreally

inthepresentbutratherbackintimewhenshe

washappywithhim.Thatwaswhysherarely

camehere.Thisplaceandthesewallshadso

manymemoriesthatithurthersometimes.

MmaKgosisnappedoutofitandgaveRebaa

fakesmilebuthecouldseethroughit.

MmaKgosi:Icametosayhappybirthday.I

knowyouhatealotofstuffandyouhave

almosteverythingyouneedbutletmegiveyou



this.

Sheopenedherbagandtookoutthewrapped

gift.

MmaKgosi:Don'tloseit.

Rebagaveherapuzzledlookasheunwrapped

itandhisheartstopped.Heballedhishandinto

afistashebroughtittohismouth.Wow!

Hedidn'tknowwhattosay.

MmaKgosi:Keepit.Hewould'vewantedyouto

haveit..

Shesaidasshesawthedisbeliefonhisface.

Sheknewitwouldmeanalotmoretohim at

thisstageoflife.

MmaKgosi:Plusit'saclassic.Youcan'tfindit

anywhere.

Shestoodup.



MmaKgosi:Ishouldgetgoing..

Theshockwasstilltherebuthestoodupand

walkedtoher.Hehuggedherunexpectedly.

MmaKgosi:Wow..ooh..

Shehuggedhim back.Hewasstillherchildand

shelovedhim regardlessofwhathappenedin

thepast.Noneofitwashisfault.

Reba:Thankyousomuchmom.

Tearsfilledhereyes.Hecalledhermom.Not

motherintheannoyedtonehealwaysused.

Heplacedhischinonherheadastheyhugged

forafewminutesinsilence.

Reba:(sighing)IstillloveyouevenifIrarelysay

it.Youarestillamothertomeandyoudidn't

failmeokay?

Hepulledoutofthehugandlookedathis

mothernoddingwithtearsinhereyes.He

chuckled.



Reba:Don'tcryplease.

MmaKgosi:Letmebe.Yourarelydothisand...

Hepulledherbackinforanotherhugasshe

softlysobbedonhischest.

Reba:Okay.It'sinthepast.Wemovemom..

Shenodded.

AtGaborone

Atthedesigner's..

Maduosighedastheziprefusedtogoup.Her

morninglessonhadbeendismissedandshe

wassurprisinglyhappyaboutit.Sotheyhad

timetofixthedress.

Laonewalkedinsideandshesighed.Notagain.

Theycan'tmakeyetathirdalterationtothe



dress.

Laone:AeMaduotlhemma...

Maduo:Maybethepreviousmeasurements

werewrongaunty..

Laone:Aemma...anotherone?

MaduosighedandLaoneshookherhead.

Laone:Justtellusoncesothatwecanhavea

differentdressforyou.

Maduo:Tellyouguyswhat?

Laone:GoodGod!Maddythatyou'repregnant..

Shefrownedasshelookedather.Pregnant?

Maduo:I'm notpregnant.

Laone:wecanseeit...thewayyouputonweight

isnotnormal.Wewillhavetomakeanother

designforyounow..

Maduo:I'lllosethefat..noneedtoloseitLaone.

Laonesawthetearsthatwelledinhereyesand



maybeherpointcameoffastooharsh.

Laone:I'm sorry.Justthatthisweddingis

stressfulandIhavetomakesurethingsarein

order.

Maduogotoutofthetightdressandworeher

maxidress.

Maduo:Thereishonestlynoneedtotakeout

yourstressonme.WhatdidIdo?

Laonelookedather.Shewasdefinitely

pregnant.

Maduo:AndIam notpregnantyoh...weight

weight...kantekelejetsengengnna?

Laonechuckled.Herchangeinmoods.Yes.

Definitelypregnant.

Laone:Iwillsendthenewdesign.

Maduo:Okay.Whateveryouwishaunty,it'syour

weddingafterall.



Maduowalkedoutofthefittingroom andthe

designershookherhead.

Maduo:Hey..thedressdoesn'tfit.Butthebride

tobesaidadifferentdesignwillbemade.

Thankyouthough.Ihavetogo.

ShewalkedoutandLaonecameoutholdingthe

dress.

Her:Isuspectsomething.

Laone:Sherefusedtoadmitit.Justmakea

dressthathasastretchyfabricandifsheis

indeedpregnantwon'tmakethebumpshow.I

am tiredofhavingthesedressfittings.

Her:Alteringthatdresseverysingletimeshefits

it.

TheubothlaughedasLaonetookherbag.

Laone:Thankyoudarling.You'reastar.

Her:Iam toplease.



Laoneblewkissesherwayasshewalkedout.

Maduopausedforamomentbeforeshetooka

u-turnandheadedtothechemist.

Shegotthereanduncomfortablylookedaround.

Thisissoweird.

Maduo:Hi..howmuchisapregnancytest?

Themanatthecountergaveheraweirdlook

buthetoldhertheprice.

Maduo:Iwouldliketwo..knowwhatmakeit

three..

Hepickedthethreeboxesandshepaid.Heput

them intheplastic.

Maduo:Thankyou..

Shewalkedoutandputthetestsinherbag.

Nowforsomethingtoeat.Shecheckedher

watchanditwasstillhalfeight.Shewillhead



homeanddoaquicktest.Justtoprovethem

wrongbutfirst...

AtMaduo'shouse

Shebithernailsasshewaitedforthetimeto

pass.Shelookedatherwatch.Shehopedthey

wereaccurate.Shereadtheinstructionsonthe

boxagain.

Maduo:Timeup..

Shewalkedintothebathroom andlookedat

thosethreepregnancysticks.

Maduo:(breathinginandout)Okay..let'sdothis.

Sheturnedthefirstoneandherheartskipped.

Maduo:OhGod!No..wehavetwomoretogo.

Sheturnedthesecondoneandtearsfilledher

eyes....thelastone.Sheturneditandsheburst



outcrying.

Maduo:Uh...

Shethoughtofcallingbutshemightspoilhis

birthday.

Shesatonthetileasshesobbed.Whenshe

wasdonecryingtenminuteslatershetookthe

pregnancytestandwalkedintothebedroom.

Shehadtogo.

Sevenhourslater

AtRebabedi'soffice

Aknockdisturbedhisthoughts.Hewasstill

lookingatthewatchhismothergavehim.He

putitdown.

Reba:Comein.



Hefacedhiscomputerscreen.

Reba:WameI'm abit...

"Busyforme?"

Hefrownedashelookedupandhealmosthad

aheartattack.Whatwasshedoinghere?Not

thattherewasaproblem but..

Shesatdownandhandedhim aneatlywrapped

box.

Maduo:Happy29thbirthdayIguess..

Reba:Whendidyougethere..wait..

Maduo:Tookthebus.Ihadto.

Reba:Whyareyoureyesswollen?

Maduopattedhereyes.

Maduo:Itwassillyofme...openthebox...It's

yourbirthday..

Reba:What'sinit?



Maduo:OtlabulakanakeitlhobogeMr?(willyou

openitorIshouldjustgiveup?)

Nowshewasgettingdefensive.Shenever

stops.

Shelookedathim withasmile.

Maduo:Goon.Removethoseribbonsandopen

thebox.

Hedidsoashelookedather.Hefrownedashe

removedthewrappingpaper.Helookedatthe

pregnancytest.Helookedatherandshewas

stillsmiling.

Heturneditandhesawthetworedlines.His

heartstoppedbeatingforamoment.Helooked

atherforconfirmationandshenodded.

Reba:Fuck!Mad..fuck!(muttering)

Hecoveredhismouthindisbelief.

Reba:We'rehavi...damn..oka..we're...



Maduo:Breathbabe..

Reba:Fuck!!

Hestoodupfrom hischairandwalkedaround.

Maduoturnedandlookedathim.

Rebalookedatherwithdisbelief.

Hehelpedheruponherfeetandheldher.

Reba:Thebestfuckingbirthday..fuck!!

Maduo:Stopcursingnow..(giggling)

Reba:We'rehavingababyMrsRebabedi.

Maduo:Iknow..

Reba:Fuck!Tellmethatyou'renotprankingme.

Maduo:Iam not...Happybirthdaylove.

Maduocouldfeelhowerratichisheartbeatwas.

Thistookhim bysurprise.Shewasalso

surprisedbuthisreactionwasjustoutofthis

world.

Reba:Damn..we're...wow..justwow!



Maduogiggledassheplacedherheadonhis

chest.

Reba:HaveItoldyouthatIloveyou?

Hesaidliftingherherhead.

Shesawtheloveandadorationinhiseyesand

shemeltedlikebutter.Thiswaspriceless.He

waspriceless.

Sheshookherheadinnocently.

Reba:IfuckingloveyouMrsMe..

Hesaidashebroughthiscoldlipsonhers.Her

toescurledasshegaveintothekiss.She

wrappedherarmsaroundhiswaistasthey

kissed.

.
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AtRebabedi'sOffice

Hebrokethekissandlookedather.

Reba:Iloveyou..

Maduo:Iknow.

Reba:Fuck!Thisishuge..

Maduo:Iknow..

Reba:Whendidyoufindout?

Maduo:Today..don'taskmehowfaralongam I,

Idon'tknow.



Reba:Thankyou.

Maduo:Forwhat?

Reba:Foreverything.

Maduo:Ooh..

Reba:Thatexplainstheweightgai..

Shehithischest.

Maduo:Don'truinthemomentbytalkingabout

myweightRebabedi.

Reba:Okay.I'm sorry.

Hekepthishandsonherwaistandshesmiled

athim.

Reba:Youmademehappyyouknowthat?

Maduo:I'm holdingyoutoyourpromise..

Reba:Whichone?

Maduo:Thatyouandyourchildwon'tdisturbmy



schooling.

Reba:Wewon't..

Maduo:Good..Nowyoucanletgo.I'm hungry.

Hechuckledbutstilldidn'tletgo.

Reba:Hungryforwhat?

Maduoraisedaneyebrow.

Maduo:Idon'tthinkIlikeyourtone.

Reba:Golockthedoor.

Hesaidasheletgoofherandshewalkedto

thedoor.Sheturnedtheknobandcheckedto

makesurethedoorislockedwhilehecleared

hisdesk.

Shewalkedbackintohisarms.

Maduo:Whatareyourplans?

Hesmirked.

Reba:FollowmyleadMrsK..



MrsKnow?Ohwow!

Hepickedherupandplacedheronthedesk.

Theirlipsconnectedasheliftedherdressup.

Awhilelater

Maduosatonthecouchwithahugesmileon

herface.Damnshehopedthattheyweren't

loud.

Maduo:Comehelpmewiththis..

Shecouldn'tevenfixherbra.Hehelpedherand

heranhishandsonherback.

Reba:Fuckyou'rebeautiful..

Maduo:Iknow..

Shetiedherbraidsassheworeherdress.This

wascrazyandthelustfullookhewasgivingher

mightmakeherwanthim todoitagain.

Hisbirthdaytodayneh..



Sheworehershoesandlookedathim.

Reba:IthinkI'm donefortheday..

Maduo:Workright?

Reba:Yes..westillhavetogetyoufood.

Maduo:FinallyheremembersthatIsaidwas

hungry..

Rebafixedhistieashelookedatherandbithis

lowerlip.Washegoingtohavemercyonher

tonight?Maybe..

Heworehisblazerandpackedhisstuff.She

stoodupandheldherbag.

Maduo:Ready?

Reba:Yes...

Heheldhisbagwiththeotherhandashisother

handsnakedaroundherwaist.

Meanwhilepeopleoutsidetheofficekepton



whispering.Itmust'vebeenintenseintheoffice.

Theofficedooropenedandtheypretendedto

bebusywithworkasMrandMrsKgosiwalked

out.

Theystoleglancesather.Yeahshehadbeen

thoroughlyserviced.Theflushofhercheeks.

Maduofeltrheireyesonherandhercheek

burned.Shemust'vebeenloud.Shelooked

straightahead.TheMrontheotherhandwas

unbothered.Itwasallhisfaultnje.

Theywalkedinsidetheelevatorandshelooked

upathim.

Reba:What?

Maduo:Nothing..doyouthinkit'saboyoragirl?

Reba:Obviouslyaboy..

Maduo:Yousoundsosure..

Reba:Ijustknow..



Maduo:Andifit'sagirl?

Reba:Stillokay..

Maduo:Icoulduseanothermethough..

Reba:Justhopethatshewon'tbeachatterbox

orsohelpme..

Maduogavehim asideeyeandhejustkissed

herforehead.

Reba:Truethough.Youtalktoomuch.

Maduo:Talkingisgood.Oneshouldbe

expressiveatalltimes.Makesiteasyforoneto

airtheirviews.

Reba:Okay.

Maduo:mxm..wabora..

Theelevatorstoppedandthedoorsopened.

Theywalkedout.

Maduowavedatthereceptionistwhowaved

backwithasmile.



Theywalkedoutofthebuildingandheadedto

theparkinglot.

Heopenedthedoorforherandshegotin.

Reba:Didyoupassbythehousefirst?

Maduo:Yeah..

Reba:okay..whatdoyouwanttoeat..

Maduo:Well..Iam reallyreallyhungrysofornow

aburgerandweshouldfindatuckshoparound.

Helookedatherconfused.Atuckshop?

Maduo:Magwinyalemenoto..

Hesighed.

Reba:Okay..we'llgetthattoo.Isthatall?

Maduo:Ithinkso..nowait..somechips

too..mafreshesengashopomme..a

dimauso..(friesnotfrom theshops...from the

tuckshop)



Reba:Gasegoreretlogelekaburger

mme?(shouldwejustleavetheburger?)

Maduo:Onceakere..magwinya,menotole

mafreshthatwilldo.

Reba:Okay.Nowtolookforatuckshop.

Hestartedthecarasshebuckledup.

OntheirwayhomehestoppedbytheBlock's

tuckshop.Hopefullyshewillfindwhatsheis

lookingfor.Hehasneverboightanythinghere

butwhatmadam wantsright?

Maduolookedatthetuckshops.

Maduo:Whichonesellsthebestthings?

Reba:Idon'tknow..

Maduo:Haish..



Shelookedaroundandstoppedalittleboywho

wasjustpassing.

Maduocrouchedtohislevel.

Maduo:Hey..

Him:Hima..

Shesmiled.

Maduo:Ineedyourhelp..whichshopsellsthe

bestfoodever?

Shesaidassheusedherhandstobe

expressive.

Him:Thatone.

Hepointedtoaparticulartuckshop.

Maduo:Thankyouboyboy.You'reagoodboy..

Hegaveheratoothysmileandshelaughed

softly.

ShelookedatRebaandsheslippedherhands

intohispockets.Shefoundatenpulanoteand



shegaveittotheboy.

Maduo:Youcanbuyyourselfsweets.Thankyou.

Hissmilewidened.

Him:Thankyousomuch..andyou'reprweetyy..

Shesmiled.

Maduo:Thankyou.Nowgobuyyourselfsweets

andgohome.

Henoddedasheturnedandranexcitedlytothe

nearesttuckshoptobuyhimselfsomething.

Reba:Wearegoingtotrustakid'sjudgement?

Maduo:Kidsarethemosthonesthumanbeings

sotothetuckshopheindicated.

Theywalkedthereandshetoldtheownerwhat

shewanted.

Maduo:Howmuchisitall?

Lady:Well...P30..



MaduolookedatReba..

HehandedherP50noteandshepaidthelady.

Maduo:Thankyou.

ShegaveRebatheplasticsthathadherfood.

Maduo:Anddiahisa..bathong!(giggling)

Lady:Mam thechange..

Maduo:It'sokay.Thankyoumafortheservice..

Thewomannoddedwithasmile.

Theywalkedtothecar.Shegotinfirstandhe

handedherherfood.

Shelookedatthefood.Thiswasgoingtobe

nice.

Hewalkedtohissideandhegotinside.She

buckledupandshestartedwithherfatcakes.

Maduo:Weshould'veboughjuicebutsincewe

aregoinghome..



Rebalookedatherasshestuffedhermouth

withthefatcakesandfries.Shedidn'thavea

careintheworldandhesmiledashestarted

thecar.

Maduoswallowedthefoodandlookedathim.

Maduo:Thechipsarereallygoodman.Kamoso

keabatlagape.(Iwantthechipsagain

tomorrow)

Reba:Yesmam..

Maduo:Wanttotaste?

Reba:No..eattoyourheart'scontent.

Sheshrugged.

Maduo:Okay.

.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Shesatdownasshefinishedthelastofthe

foodtheybought.Rebajustlookedather.She

deservedit.Shewascarryinghisheirandit

seemsshelikeshewillgetwhatevershewants.



Ifsomeonehadtoldhim thatateenwouldhave

him wrappedaroundherlittlepinkyfingerhe

would'vebeenoffendedbutlookathim now.

Maduo:What?DoIhavefoodonmycheeks?

Sherubbedhercheeks.Hewasjuststaringat

her.

Reba:Noyou'regood.

Maduo:Okay..

Shesmiledassheremovedhershoesandsat

crossleggedonthesofa.Sheswitchedonthetv

andwentthroughthechannelslookingfora

movieoraseriestocatchupon.Sherarely

watchestvthatsidecauseofschool.

Rebaheadedtothekitchenwherehepoured

juiceforherandhegrabbedabeerbottlefor

himself.

Hehandedherthejuiceashesatdownnextto



her.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Henoddedasheopenedthebeer.Hetookasip

andplaceditonthetable.

Hecoveredherwiththefleece.

Reba:Comfy?

Maduo:very.Thankyou.

Sheplacedherheadonhischestandshefelt

hischestvibrate.

Reba:Ihadafeelingyouwoulddothat.

Maduo:It'scomfortableandIfeelsafeinyour

arms.

Reba:Youdo?

Maduo:mmhm...areyousureyoudidn'tfeedme

anything?

Reba:Likewhat?

Maduo:loveportionoranythingalongthose



lines?

Reba:(laughing)No.

Maduo:IloveyousomuchthatIwakeupwith

tearsstreamingdownmyfacecauseIwillbe

missingyousobad.

Hervoicecrackedabitandherubbedherarms

throughthefleeceblanket.

Maduo:I..Thedistancekillsmeandeverytime

youleaveorIleavetheachebecomesworsens

andithitsmesobadthanthelasttime.

Reba:I'm sorry..

Maduo:It'sokay.Itwillsoonbecomeanorm till

Iam donewithschool.

Hekissedherforehead.

Maduo:Anyhowhappybirthdayonceagain

daddytobe...

Shesaidassheletoutaforcedsmile.Thisman

didn'tknowthatshelovedhim witheveryfibre



ofherbeing.Justbeinginhisarmswasenough

forher,sheclosedhereyes.

Rebadrankthelastofhisbeerashelookedat

her.Shewasasleep.

Reba:AndhereIwasplanningonfuckingyou

tonight..(chuckling)butit'sokayMrsKgosi.Rest.

Hekissedherforeheadandheswitchedoffthe

tv.

Hepickedherupandwalkedtothebedroom

holdingher.Itwasnoteven7pm yetbutshe

wasasleepalready.

Helaidheronthebedgentlyandhechanged

herclothesbeforehecoveredherwiththe

blankets.

Heheadedtotheloungewhereheclearedthe

table.



Whenhehadswitchedoffallthelightsinthe

househeheadedtothebedroom wherehe

switchedonhislaptop.

Hestarteddoinghisownresearchon

pregnancy.Helookedatthesleepingangelon

thebedandheshookhishead.Shewasgoing

togothroughallofthat?Hesighedandclosed

hislaptop.

Heswitchedoffthelightsandgotundercovers.

Sheyawnedsoftlyassheopenedhereyes.She

lookedaroundandtheroom wasdark.She

lookedatthebedsidealarm.1am.Shefell

asleep?Bummer.Hewasasleepbutthatdream

leftherhotandbothered.Sheneededhim to

wakeup.Evenifit'sjustfortenminutesorso.



Shequicklygotridofherpantiesbeforeshe

straddledhim andlightlyslappedhischeeks.

Maduo:Babe?Babe?

Heheldherhands.

Reba:CanIsleep?

Hissleepyvoicewassexybutsheneededmore

thanhisvoice.

Maduo:Reba?Babe..pleasewakeup..

Heopenedhiseyesandletgoofherhands.

Reba:Whatisit?Gobacktosleep...

Maduo:Ineedtenminutesofyourtimetlherra

wena..

Heyawned.

Maduo:Tlherratsoga..

Reba:I'm awake..

Shejustmovedherhandsdownandshe

pushedhisboxersdown.Shefelthisflesh



againstherandshuddered.

Rebagaveheralook.Shewokehim up

becauseshewashorny?That'safirst.

Shelookedathim andhewasn'tdoingathing.

Sheslowlyguidedhim toherentranceandshe

gaspedasallofhim slidintoher.Shewas

nevergoingtogetusedtohissize.

Reba:Andyouweresoready.

Heheldherwaistasheguidedhermovements.

Shemoanedsoftlyasshethrewherheadback.

Thiswasfulfilling.

Sherockedherhipsbackandforth.

Reba:You'redoinggood..let'sincreasethe

speedbaby...

Shedidashesaidandhegroaned.Heendedup

fuckingherwhileshewasstillontop.She

screamedhisnameasshecamebeforehedid.

Shebreathedheavilyasherheadrestedagaisnt



hisneck.

Hechuckled.

Reba:happy?

Shenoddedandhechuckled.

Reba:Sleepnow.

Maduo:Okay..

Shegotoffhim andsheplacedherheadonhis

chest.Sheclosedhereyeswithasmileonher

face.

.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Maddywokeupfirst.Shegotoutofbedand

headedtothebathroom.Sheneededtogoback

tomorrow.OnMondayshehadlessonsbutthe

thoughtofleavinghim justtoreherheartapart.

Sheclosedhereyesassheheldbacktears.

Hewokeuptoanemptybedandheheardthe

showerrunning.Theyshouldprobablyseea

doctortoday.Justtoseeifeverythingisfine.

Hegotoutofbedandheadedtothebathroom

wherehejoinedher.



AtPrison

Kitsowascountingthemonths..shewillbeout

verysoon.Justafewmonthstogo.Starsat

nexttoherandlookedather.

Star:Hi..

Kitso:Hey..

Theybothkeptquiet.

Kitso:Sowhyareinyouprison?Ineverasked

sinceIthoughtyouwererude.

Starchuckledsadly.Thiswasnothowshehad

expectedherlifetoturnout.Herparentswere

reallydisappointedinherbutsheknewthat

theystilllovedher.

Star:Ithreatenedtokillmyex'swife..

Kitsogaspedsoftly.



Kitso:That'sbig..

Star:Iwasn'tthinkingandIthoughthewillplay

dirtybuthereIam.Inprison.ButifIam goodI

mightgetparole.

Kitso:Iam justcountingmonthstillIam outof

here.

Star:Whatdidyoudo?

Kitso:Ihelpedafriendrapeafriend...

Starcouldhearthesadnessinhervoice.She

would'veprobablysentmentorapeMaduoif

shewasn'tinprison.Sheshould'veremained

silentandnottoldReba.Shethoughthewould

beshakenandchooseherbuthestuckwithhis

teenagewife.Shelookeddown.Yesterdaywas

hisbirthday.Heprobablyspentitwithherand

hemustbeveryhappywithher.



Star:Why?

Kitso:Ihonestlywasn'tthinking,shehadacrush

onhim andIwaslikeshewasgoingtobrushit

offandforgetit.Firstandworstmistakeofmy

life.Herhotbrothercametothe

rescue.(laughingwithtearsinhereyes)Ilowkey

wantedhim buturg..

Star:Hectic..didyourfriendforgiveyou?

Kitso:Idoubtit.Thewholeclanhatesme.Ifeel

sobadnowandwhenIgetoutI'm goingtoask

forherforgiveness..whywouldyoutrytokill

youex'swife..

Star:wehadapast.MyexandI.Ithoughtthose

promiseswemadeyearsagowerestillrelevant

andIshowedupathisdoorstep..

Kitso:Iyoo..

Star:Imetthewifefirst.Iwon'tsaythatIam not

botheredthathiswifeisateenager..



Kitso'seyeswidened.Awholeteen?

Star:Exactlymythoughts.Sheisbeautifuland

innocent.Nolie..Ijust..Icouldn'tfathom thefact

thathemovedonandwithsomeoneyounger.

Thatguyisseriousandmaturesoateen?

Kitso:Soyouthoughtyouwouldkillher?

Star:IknewthatIcouldkillher.Ijustruineditby

tellinghim.Ihaveconnectionsbuthehasmore.

ImeanIwould'vekilledherandbeen

discoveredbutthefactthatIkilledhiswife,I

wasgoingtobeveryhappy..

Kitsowascreepedout.Wasthiswomanokay

upstairs?Whowasthepoormanwhohadto

endureallofthis.

Kitso:Soyou'redonewithyouragenda?

Star:Idon'tthinkit'sworthit.Mysistermade

meseesense..Imeanwhykillandstillnotget



theman?Butthefactthathewasgoingto

makemyheartacheless.

Kitso:Whoisthisman?Hemustbeveryspecial

foryoutowanttokillforhim?

Shelookedaroundandwhisperedinherear.

Kitsogasped.

Kitso:RememberthefriendIwastellingyou

about?

Star:Theonerapedbyyourotherfriend?

Kitso:Sheishissister..

Star:Really?Ididn'treallyknowhisfamily

honestly.Ionlyknewhim.Wait..heisthehot

brotheryousaidyouwanted?

Kitsonodded.

Star:Suchabummerthatwe'rehere..

Kitso:Whatdoyoumean?

Star:Nothing..



KitsogaveStaralookandsheshruggeditoff...

Kitsosighed.Thiswomanmustbecrazy.She

couldfeelit..

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduotiedherbraidsintoabunandapplied

lipgloss.Shewasdone.

Maduo:Wherearewegoing?

Reba:Tothehospital.Weneedtomakesure

thatyoutwoaregood.

Maduo:OkaysoIalsoneedtofindadoctorin

Gaboronetoo?

Reba:Mhmm..come.

Shegrabbedherphoneandwalkedtohim

wherehesnakedhishandaroundherwaistline.



Theywalkedoutoftheroom.

Reba:Food?

Maduo:YouthoughtIwouldsayno?Notinthis

lifetime..

Shegotoutofhisholdandwalkedaheadtothe

kitchen.Heshookhisheadlaughingsoftly.

Sheopenedthefridgeandtookouttheyoghurt

andjuice.

Maduo:Thiswilldofornow.Wearen'tlate?

Reba:Ihaven'tevenmadeanappointmentyet..

Maduo:We'rejustgoingtoshowup?

Reba:Somethinglikethat..weshouldgetgoing

ifyou'redone.

Shenoddedassheclosedthefridgeholding

herfooditems.



AtFrancistownPrivateHospital

AtTumi'sOffice

Tumi:Okay.Myshiftendsatlunchtime.It'sstill

early.

Michael:alrightbabe..seeyouatlunch.

Tumi:Wherearewegoing?

Michael:You'llsee..

Shesmiled.Hewasfullofsurprises.

Tumi:Okay.Iloveyouandbye.

Shehungupasthenursewalkedinsideher

office.

Her:HeyDoc..sorrytodisturb..

Tumi:It'sokay.Whatisit?



Her:Thereisacoupleandtheywanttoseean

obstetricianoragynaeandbotharenotpresent.

Tumifrowned.Shewasageneralpractitioner

butmaybeshecanhelp.

Tumi:They'reoffakereit'saSaturday?

Her:Yes...

Tumi:Theycanwalkin..Iguessitwillbejusta

consultation.

Her:You'realifesaver.

Thenursewalkedout.

Her:Thedoctorisreadytoseeyouguys.

Maduo:Thanks..

Theystoodupastheywalkedtotheoffice.

Rebaopenedthedoorforherandshewalkedin

firstbeforehefollowed.Maduoadjustedher

glassesandsmiled.



TheysatdownandTumismiled.Shewas

actuallyprettierinperson.

Maduo:HiDoc..

Tumicouldn'thelpbutsmile.Shewassweet.

Tumi:Hi...

MaduosatdownandRebadid.

Reba:Doc..

Shenodded.

Heatleastrememberedher.Shethoughthe

wasgoingtopretendhedidn'tknowher.

Tumi:WhatcanIdotohelpyouguys?

Maduo:Well(shelookedatReba)Irecentlyfound

outI'm pregnantandIdon'tknowhowfaralong

Iam.

Tumi:Hometest?

Maduo:Yes.

Tumi:Wasn'tthereaclearbluehometest?



Maduo:Idon'tknowthatone.Ijustusedtheone

thatshowstwolines..

Tumi:Wellyaclearblueshowshowfaralong

youarebutifyoudon'tmindwecandoascan?

Maduo:Yesplease...

Tumi:Wellifyouguyswouldfollowme..

Shestoodupandtheyfollowedher.

Maduo:Sheisfriendly..

Reba:ShewasSasha'sdoctor..

Maduo:Really?

Reba:Mmh..

Maduo:WellIlikeher.Don'tknowwhy..aswe

marchontofindouthowoldisthischildof

yours..

Hechuckled.

Reba:Yesmam..



Theywalkedinsidetheroom.

Tumi:WellMrsifyouwouldlieonthatbed.

RebahelpedherandshelaiddownasTumi

liftedherblouse..

Tumi:Thegeliscold.Sorryforthat.

Maduo:It'sokay..

Sheheldhishandashestoodbythebed.

Tumimovedthesonogram machinecloser.She

movedthewandonhertummyandMaduo

lookedatthescreen,shecouldn'tevensee

anything..

Tumimovedthewandoverhertummyandshe

couldn'thearanything.Aheartbeatatleastif

theycouldn'tseeanythingonthescreen.

Maduofrownedasshenoticedtheanxiouslook

ontheDoc'sface..wastheresomethingwrong?
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AtFrancistownPrivateHospital

Maduosqueezedhishandtightlyasherheart

skippedabeat.

Tumi:Okay...remaincalm..

Maduo:Issomethingwrong?I'm notpregnant?



Tumisawtheunshedtearsinhereyesasher

eyesdesperatelypleadedwithhertohavemade

amistakeorsomething.Herheartbroke

lookingather.

Tumi:Calm downMrs..letmecallsomeone..

Tumihandedheratissuetowelthenwalkedout.

Shedidn'tknowwhattodo.Maduolookedat

Rebawithtearsinhereyes.

Reba:Babe..don'tpanic..

Herubbedherhandandsheshookherhead.

Maduo:SoIwashappyfornothing..

Reba:Calm down..

Shesatuprightassheletgoofhishandand

wipedthegeloff.Thefirsttearfelldown.

Maybeitwasablessingindisguisethatshe

wasnotpregnant.Shehastofocusonschool



butthenewrealityofpregnancyhadstartedto

kickinandshewasgenuinelyexcitedaboutit.

Onlyforittobeahoax.

Reba:Hey..hey..

Heusedhisthumbtowipehertears.

Maduo:I'm sorryforthefalseho...

Tearschokedherashehelpedheroffthebed

andheldher.

Reba:Don'tbesorry..babe..

Maduo:Ijustgot..

Reba:Don'tsayanything..

Maduo:Just..

Shebrokedowninhisarmsandherubbedher

back..

Reba:It'sokay..It'sokaybabe.Thesethings

happen.Thereisalwaysanexttime.We'renot

inarushtohavekidsokay?



Maduo:ok..

Hervoicecameoutasawhisperasthetears

flowed.Rebafeltthewetnessofhertearson

hisshirt.Thishurther.

Reba:Don'treadmuchintoit..

Maduo:I...

Hersmallvoicecracked.Sheshould've

confirmeditwhileshewasstillinGaboronebut

likethehopelesslovestruckteenshewasshe

gotonthefirstbushere.

Reba:nana?

Maduo:Hmm..

Reba:Don'tcry..

Maduokeptquietassheplacedherheadonhis

chest.Hisshirtwaswetfrom hertears.They

werestillinthescanroom andtheenergyto

walkoutoftheroom wasnolongerthere.



Shefelttheslightheadachethathitherfrom

theback.

Reba:nanayou'regood?

Sheshookherheadasfreshtearsfilledher

eyesandshesobbedsomemore.

Reba:Ididn'tmeantomakeyoucry.I'm sorry..

Shefeltherheadgetheavywitheverysoband

shetightlyheldhim.

Reba:You'regoingtostressyourselfmorebaby..

Shesniffed.Hejustrubbedherback.Shewas

stressed.Heneededtotakeherhome.

Reba:We'regoinghomeokay?

Hesaidasheliftedherheadupandlookedinto

hertearyeyes.Theywerestartingtoget

swollen.Heremovedherglasses.Theywere

alreadystainedwithtears.

Reba:It'sokay.I'm notmadordisappointed

okay?



Shenoddedassheusedhersleevetowipeher

nostrils.

Reba:Thesethingshappen.We'renotgoingto

letthisbreakyou...

Shenoddedasheheldherglasseswithone

handwhiletheotheronewasaroundherwaist.

Reba:Ifitwasafalsealarm it'sstillokayokay?

Shenoddedasshelookedintohiseyes.

Reba:That'smygirl.Don'tbesad...westillhave

timeMrsKgosiokay?

Shenoddedyetagain.Hekissedherforehead

andbrushedthespothekissedwithhisthumb.

Reba:Smileforme..

Sheletoutasmallsmile.

Reba:That'sastart..



MeanwhileTumiknockedonthedoor.She

enteredandlookedatherothercolleaguewho

wasalreadypackinghisstuff.

Him:Youlookstressed..

Tumi:Howdoyoubreakitdowntoacouplethat

thoughttheyareexpectingbutthescanshows

otherwise?

Him:Docthesethingshappen..

Tumi:Iknow.Ihavebrokeworsenewsbutthe

wayshelookedatmeexpectingthatIwas

wrongtoreatmyheartstringsdude..

Him:Youdiditinyouroffice?

Tumi:Nosilly...Idon'thavethesonogram

machineinmyoffice.Iam aGPremember.

Helightlytappedhishead.

Him:Ohyah..

Tumi:Thespecialistsarenothereakere..



Him:Wait...youwenttothescanroom?

Tumi:Yes..

Him:Sotheyfixedthemachine?

Tumi:Whatareyouonabout?

Him:ThelasttimeIcheckedtheysaidthe

machinewasmalfunctioninghencethe

'specialists'havetheirownonesintheiroffice.

Tumi:Therearemorethantwomachinesthat

side..therewasamalfunctioningone?

Him:Wellaparentlythemainonewas

malfunctioningandtheyreporteditunlessit's

fixedbynow...

Tumi:Sotheotheronesarefine?

Him:Iguessso.Inevergothatside..

Tumi:(sighing)thankyoufortheheads

up...maybe..

Hereyeswidened..damn..



RebaandMaduowalkedoutoftheroom and

shewasholdingtightlyontohim.Theysigned

outandtheycouldn'tseethedoctor.Reba

sighed.Sheprobablydidn'tknowhowtobreak

thenewstothem.Maybeitwasforthebest.

Reba:Nanayou'llbeokay?

Shejustnoddedastheywalkedtowardsthe

parkinglot.

Tumigottothescanroom andtheywerenot

there.Shesighedassheswappedthe

machines.Afterthatshewalkedoutand

headedtothereception.

Tumi:Didthelovelycoupleleave?

Her:Theyleftadewminutesago.

Tumi:GoodGod!



ShethankedGodthatshewaswearingpumps.

Shejoggedoutofthehospital.Sheneededto

findthem.Justforonemorescan..

InthecarRebalookedatherlongface.

Reba:Buckleupbuttercup.

Shedidsoandshejustleanedback.Tears

filledhereyesagainandshejustclosedthem.

Rebakepthishandonthesteeringwheel.He

didn'tknowwhatelsetodotomakeherfeel

better.

Hestartedthecar.

Tumispottedthecar.Shehadseenitonthe

dayofthecourtcase.Sheusedherlittlespeed



togetthereandsheknockedonthewindow..

Shebreathedheavily.Sheneededtogetfit.

Damn!

Thewindowrolleddown.

Tumi:Myapologies..(breathingin)Canwedo

anotherscan?

RebalookedatMaddywhoopenedhereyes.

.
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Atthehospitalparkinglot

MaduolookedatRebaasshebitherlowerlip.

Tumiwaitedfortheiranswer.Shecouldseethe

paininhereyesandshedesperatelywantedher

tosayyes.Shehadhopethatshemightbe

pregnant.Shejustwantedhertosayyes.

Rebarubbedherchin.

Reba:Doyouwantto?

Tumifeltlikeshewasinvadingtheirintimate

momentandshelookedaway.Thiswas

betweenthetwobutitwassodarncute.

Maduo:Idon't...Idon'tknow..

Reba:Okay..it'suptoyou.



Maduosighedsadly.

Maduo:Whatifit'sstillthesamething?

Reba:It'sentirelyuptoyoubabygirl.Doyou

wantanotherscan?

Shebitherlowerlip.Whatif?Thedoctor

wouldn'tfollowthem andrequestforanother

scanfornoreasonright?

Shebreathedinandheldhishand.

Maduo:wehavenothingtoloseright?

Reba:You'resure?

Maduo:Yes..

Reba:Okay..

Hestoppedthealreadyrunningengineasshe

undidtheseatbelt.

Hegotoutofthecarandshegotouttoo.Tumi

lookedatthem.



Tumi:Thankyou.Ifyouguyswouldkindlyfollow

me.

Theywalkedcloselybehindher.Tumi'sheart

pounded.Shehadherfingerscrossed.Shewas

reallyhopingforthebest.

MaduosighedassheleanedagainstReba.This

wasjust...

AtLaone'shouse

Laone:Almosteverythingisready?

Terry:Hmm..

Laone:Arethesuitsokay?Theydon'tneed

alterations?

Terry:(laughing)womaneverythingisfine..stop

stressing.Everythingisgoingtobeokay.



Laone:Ijustwantittobeperfectkeore.

Terry:It'salreadygoingtobeperfectaslongas

thebride..

Shenudgedhim andhepeckedherlips.

Terry:Iloveyou.

Laone:Iloveyoumore..andthankyou..

Terry:Iloveyou,noneedtothankmeLala..

Atthehospital

RebahelpedMaduoasshelaiddown.She

didn'tknowwhattoexpectatthispoint.Reba

sawthelookonherfaceandhesqueezedher

smallhand.

Reba:It'sokay...

ShenoddedasTumiappliedthecoldgelonher

tummy.Thecoldnessdidn'tbotherheratthis



pointsoitwaswhatitwas...

Tumiwashopingforthebestassheswitched

onthemachine.Shehopedthisoneworked.

Shemovedthewandoverhertummyandshe

paused.Okay....Shelookedatthescreenand

shebreathedinasighofrelief.

Tumi:Well...

Maduolookedather.Wasitbad?

Shemovedthewandalloverandshecould

heartheheartbeat.

Maduo'seyeswidened.

Maduo:Wait..isthata..

Tuminoddedwithasmile.

Tumi:Wehaveaheartbeart...

Maduo:Whaaaat....

ThedisbeliefinhervoicehadTumismiling.She



waspregnant..

Maduo:Pleasetellmeit'snotajoke...

Tumi:It'snot..heartheheartbeat.It'sstrong..

ShelookedatRebaassheheldbacktearsand

hesmiledtearfullylookingather.

Reba:Nanadon'tcry...fuck!

Tumi'sheartfluttered.Thiswashonestlysucha

rawmomentforthecoupleandshewasglad

theywerehappy.

Tumilaughedsoftlyasshefacedthescreen..

Shelookedatthescreenclosely.Sheshookher

head.Thiscouldn'tbe,couldit?

Maduo:We'rehavingababy..

Tumi:Holdthatthought..

Shelookedatthescreen..



Tumi:Let'slookatthescreenclosely.

TheylookedatthescreenandMaduocouldn't

seeathing.ShelookedatReba.

Reba:They'reinthecar.

Shesquintedlookingatthescreen.Itwasall

darkandblurry.

Tumi:Wellifwecouldlookclosely...wellitlook

likeyou'reoutofyourfirsttrimester.Firsttime

pregnanciesareusuallythathardtonotice

especiallyifyoudon'tgetanysymptomslike

vomitingwhichisanobviousindicator...

Shenodded.

Tumi:But..

SheanxiouslylookedatTumiwassomething

wrong?

Shemovedthewandoverhertummyandshe

keptlookingatthescreen.Whatifshewasn't

accurate?



Maduo:Somethingwrong?

Tumi:Nothingiswrong,justthat...

Shepausedasshelookedatthescreen.This

timetheheartbeartwasstronger.

Maduo:What'sgoingon?

Shewasabitpuzzled.

Tumi:Ithink...no..you'recarryingtwins..

Maduo:Nooo...

Tumi:Yes..yes..Mrsyou'recarryingtwins..you

guysareexpectingtwins.Theyarehealthy..

SheletgoofRebabedi'shandasshecovered

hermouth.Thiswas...

Rebawasshookashelookedattheblurry

imageonthescreen.Thosewerethebabies?

Fuck!



Tumilookedattheshockontheirfaces.This

wasgolden.

Shesmiled.

Tumi:Letmegoprinttheseoutforyouguysand

wegooverthenoveltyofpregnancy.Thereis

thetissuetowelsoyah..

Sheleftthem thereasshewalkedout.She

lovedherjob.

Maduo:Babe..

Herlipsquivered.Thiswashuge.

Heheldbothofherhands.

Reba:Thankyou..

Maduo:Twins...

Reba:SeemssoMrsKgosi..

Shecouldheartheemotioninhisvoice.He



kissedbothofherhands.

Maduo:I..

Tearsrolleddownhercheeksasshetriedto

wraphermindoveritall.Justmomentsago

shethoughtshewasn'tpregnantandnowshe

iscarryingtwins?Thiswashuge..

Reba:Thankyousomuch..
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Atthehospital

Maduowipedthegeloff.

Maduo:Done..

HehelpedheroffthebedasTumiwalkedin

withthescans.

Tumi:wellifwemayheadtomyoffice..

Maduo:Okaydoc..

Theyfollowedheroutoftheroom toheroffice.

Whenshegottheretheysatdown.Maduowas

stillshook.Twokids?Atonce?Thiswasjust

wow.

Tumi:Wellthescanssayyou'rethreeandhalf

monthspregnantsothefirsttrimesterisover

anddonewith.

Shenodded.



Tumi:Wearegoingtohaveyouregisteryour

pregnancyandhaveregularcheckups.Every

monthandthenmovetoeverytwoweeksonce

you'resixmonthssinceyou'recarryingtwins.

Shenodded.

Maduo:Atonehospital?

Tumi:Youdon'tlivehere?

Maduo:Kindof.

Reba:Arecommendationofagooddoctorin

Gaborone.

Tumi:Okay.It'sstillfine.Butwearegoingri

registeritandifyouhappentobehereyoucan

stillhaveacheckup.Withthatsaid,Iwillneed

tohaveyourdoctor'snotesandanupdateof

yourpregnancy.

Maduonodded.Twodoctorsatonce.

Tumiexplainedeverythingtothem andallthey

didwasnod.Theirquestionswereanswered



andtheuweregood.

TumihandedMaduohernumber.

Tumi:Don'thesistatetocall.

Maduo:ThankyouDoc.I..Ihaveaquestion..

Tumi:AskawayMrsKgosi..

Maduolaughedsoftly.

Maduo:Thatmakesmefeelsoold..

Rebagaveheralookandshebrusheditoff.

Maduo:Whydidn'tthefirstscanrevealthis?

Tumi:Irarelygotithescanroom soapparently

thefirstmachinewasmalfunctioning.My

sincereapolgiesforanydistress.

Maduo:It'sokay.Thankyou.Soweshouldpick

thevitamins?

Tumi:Yesandfollowthatmealplan..



ShesulkedandlookedatReba?

Maduo:Isitamust?

Tumi:Healthyfood,healthybabies.Ididn'tsay

youshouldn'tsatisfyyourcravingsthough.

Reba:Thankyoudocforthatclarification..

Maduo:Iyoo..ketlobolaisiwamerogonnakesa

ebatle(Iam stillgonnaeatveggieswhenIdon't

wantthem)

Tumilaughed.

Tumi:WellMaduohealthyeating.Andtake

thosevitaminsreligiously.Sofarnomorning

sickness?

Maduo:No.

Tumi:Okay.Iguesswearedonehere.

Maduo:Thankyoudoc.

Tumi:That'smyjob..

Theystoodupandwalkedout.Tumismiled.



Shelovedbeingadoctor.Makingpeoplesmile.

Theywalkedtothemedicinecounterasthey

handedtheguytheretheirprescription.

Maduo:Youheardthedoctorakere?

Reba:Yeah.Crystal.

Maduo:Iwantthosemassageswhenyouland...

Reba:Okay..

Theguyhandedthem thebottlesofpills.

MaduothankedthemanasRebatookthepills

intheirsmallpaperbag.

Maduo:Sonowwe'regoingtohavefood.

Reba:OhGod!!

Maduo:Welllet'sgetgoing...

Hechuckledasheheldthesmallofherback.



AtRebabedi'shouse

Heparkedthecarandwatchedhereat.She

wasreallypregnant?Withtwins?That

was...wow..

Maduo:I'm good.Ican'tbelieveIcried..

Reba:Akereosetetewena..(you'reacrybaby)

Maduo:ngngkgaoganalenna..(leavemealone)

Reba:OkayMrs...

Shejustputfreshchipsbetweenthefatcake

shewasholdingandshebitintoit.Shedowned

itwithabitofjuice.Ifshewasgoingtoeat

loadsofveggiesandfruitsshebetterenjoythis

meal.

ShesilentlyateherfoodasRebalookedather.



Fuck!Shewascarryingtwohumanbeings?As

tinyasshewas,shewascarryingtwowhole

humans.Hiskids.Hewastheluckiestmanin

thisworldcausewow.

Maduo:Rebaafterthesetwoyou'regoingto

havetowaittenyearsforanotherchild.

Shesaidasshelickedherthumb.Shegrabbed

atissueandwipedherhands.

Maduo:Forreal.Imaginegivingbirthtotwo

people.Aah...nomarn..

Reba:Ihearyou..

Maduo:Soit'sadonedeal.Tenyearslateris

whenyou'regettinganotherchild.

Reba:We'llsee..

Maduo:Idon'tlikeyourtone...ngng..kemangyo

tlabongabolawakeditlhabialeone?nxeMr..

Helaughed.

Reba:Stopworryingandlet'sfocusonthenow...



Maduo:Okay.

Reba:Thankyou..

Maduo:For?

Reba:Thekids.Thisissoprecious,youhaveno

ideawhatthismeanstome..

Hesaidashepeckedheroilylips.Shehadthe

freshchipsscentalloverherlipsbutwellshe

wasfeedinghisbabiessoitdidn'tmatter.

TheirkissdeepenedandMaduobrokeit.She

lookedathim.

Maduo:Iloveyou.

Reba:Kagorataautwa?

Shenodded.Shejusthopedthathewon'tbreak

herheart.Shewillliterallydieandwakeupthen

forgivehim forbreakingherheart.Thatwas

howshestupidlylovedhim.Shewashisforthe

taking,heneverpromisedtobeagentlemanor

playitsafe.Hewasneverasafebetnordidhe



livebytherulebookandshewasawareofthis

from theverybeginning.Hecantakeeverything

shehasandshewouldn'tmind.

Heheldhercheeksandrubbedherlips.

Reba:I'm luckyaren'tI?

Maduo:Thankyourancestors.

Reba:Iwillthankthem properlyverysoon.

Shegiggledasshelookedintohiseyes.

Hecarriedheroutofthecarandintothehouse.

Maduo:Icanwalk..

Reba:Iknow..

Heputherdownasshewalkedtothekitchen.

Reba:Food?

Maduo:Water..geez..

Heheadedtothebedroom andhetookouthis



cellphone.

Hecalledhisgrandfather.

Reba:Ntatemogolo..

Kgosi:Reba..Iwasn'texpectingyourcall?

Everythingokay?Theyoungdaughterinlaw

okay?

Reba:Everythingisgood..

Kgosi:Thenwhyareyoucalling?

Reba:We'repregnant...

Therewassilenceattheendofthelineas

Kgosiprocessedthenews..wait..shewas

pregnant?

Kgosi:Monnaodirajalo..

Rebacouldheartheprideinhisvoice.

Kgosi:thisisbig.

Reba:Itis...

Kgosi:Thereismoretothis..



Reba:MrsKgosiiscarryingtwins...

Theoldmanspithiswaterandhecoughed.He

wasn'texpectingthat.

Kgosi:Tsamekasentle..

Rebalaughed..

Reba:NtatemogoloIam serious..

Kgosi:That's....badimobaKgosi..

Reba:Saythatagain...

Kgosi:Thisishugeand...whenareyouguys

cominghere?

Reba:Idon'tknow.SoonIguess..

Kgosi:Thisisgoodnews.AsIgocelebratewith

mybestbottleofwhiskey..

Reba:Okay..

Kgosi:Letmeprocessthis,wewilltalk..

Reba:Sure..



InthekitcehnMaduosatonthestoolandcalled

hermother.

Maduo:Mamzizo..dimumzo..

Precious:Whatdoyouwant?

Maduo:Can'tIcallyoujustcauseIloveyou?Is

papawithyouthere?

Preciousplacedthephoneonherchest.

Precious:Maduowantstotalktoyou..

Thabiso:Givemeaminute.

Sheplacedthephonenexttoherear.

Precious:heiscoming,stillbusywithKgotso..

Maduo:I'llwait..

Precious:okay..

Thabisojoinedhiswifeasheheldthebabyin



hishands.

Precious:We'rehere..nowoutwithit.Whatdo

youwant?

Maduo:WhosaidIwantanythingmommy?

Precious:Yourtonesaysitall.

Maduo:Iam hangingupandmakingavideocall.

IwannaseeKgotsotoo.Mychubbylittleangel.

Precious:Stopcallingmychildchubby.

Shelaughedandhungup.Shevideocalled.

Shesawherparentsandsibling.Shesmiled

wider.

Precious:ngng...Ithoughtmyeyeswe're

deceivingme.

Maduo:Whywouldyouthinkthat?

Precious:Hailookatyourcheeks.You'regaining

weight..

Thabiso:Sheis...



Maduo:Heish..myweightgainiseveryone's

problem now..anywaywe'renotheretotalk

aboutmyweightgain.HeyKgotso..

ShewavedsmilingasKgotsosuckedonhisfist.

Hewassuchacutelilthing.

Maduo:Thereisnoeasierwaytosaythis..

Precious:We'rewaiting...

HermotherwasholdingthephoneandMaduo

justsmiled.

Maduo:I'm pregnant..

Thephoneslippedfrom hermother'shand.

Preciousshookherheadindisbelief.Shewas

pregnant.Thiswasbig.Shemustbecarrying

theKgosiheir..

Thabisopickedthephoneashelookedat

Maddy.Hedidn'tknowhowtofeelaboutit.He

washappybutthethoughtofhisbabygirlgoing

throughlabourpains.



Maduo:Daddywhyarewesad?

Thabiso:mybabygirlisgrowing..

Maduo:Don'tbesad.Youraisedasmartyoung

woman..

Henoddedashesmiled.Shewasgenuinely

happyandthat'swhatcounts.

Preciousappearedonthescreenafterafew

minutes.

Precious:Serious.Weconfirmedittodayand

that'snotall..mamadon'tfaintplease..

Precious:That'sgoodnewsbaby.You're

marriedanditwasboundtohappen.Westill

needtotalk.

Maduo:Yesmam..asIwassayingweconfirmed

ittodayandturnsoutI'm carryingtwins.

Bothherparents'eyeswidenedandshehadto

stifleherlaughter.



Precious:The...

Maduo:Yesmommy..that'sallIwantedtotell

youguys.

Precious:Wow..I..congratulationsarein

order..I..wow..

Maduo:Thankyoumommy.Iwillcalllater.Just

digestthenews..byeandIloveyouguysa

wholelot.AndyoutooKgotso..Iloveyou..

Hegiggledandshesmiledasshehungup.

PreciouslookedatThabisoinshock.

Precious:She's...

Thabiso:Yes..

Precious:Wow!

Hechuckled.Hiswife'sshockwascute.Hewas

alsoshocked.



Rebapunchedhisfistthroughtheair.Man!

HeupdatedhisWhatsAppstatus..

'Themainguyscores ♂'

Hisseedsweregrowinginsideofher.Thiswas

just...

Hisphonerang.

Reba:Kgosi..

Tyler:Tellmeit'snotwhatIthinkitis..

Reba:Whatdoyouthinkitis?

Tyler:Man...Fuck!

Rebachuckled.

Tyler:TheMrsiscarryingaKgosiisn'tshe?

Reba:Sheis..

Tyler:Man..dangerous..okotsikotsi..

Reba:Wankitse..

Tyler:Thisisnewsworthcelebrating.



Reba:Youknow..

Tyler:I'm happyforyou..thisisbigforthewhole

family..Imean..

Reba:Who'stheman?

Tyler:Fuckoffwena..

Reba:Mxm..

Tyler:Congratulationsguys...thisisjusthuge..

Reba:I'm stillshocked.Imean..

Tyler:Imeanthenewgenerationisalreadyhere..

Reba:Thankyouman.

Tyler:Suresuremygee..telltheMrsIsaid

congratulationsandthatsheshouldbotheryou..

Reba:Okay..mxm..bye..

Maduoscreenshotedhisstatuswithasmileas

shecaptionedit'Babydaddy 'onher

status



Man..thishasgottibethehappiestdayofher

life.

AtCampus

RethabilewasonherphoneasDarienand

Tlhomphotalked.Shealsowantedtowarn

Tlhomphotojuststayawayfrom Maddy.She

viewedthestatusesandshepaused.

Rethabile:Ohmyfuckinggosh!!(screaming)I

knewit...ohGod!!

Shejumpedupanddown.Shewasgoingtobe

agodmother...

Theguyslookedatherandotherpeoplearound

herlookedather.Whatmadehersohappy?



Rethabile:Iknewit...Iknewit...Ayaya..rwe

within..

Shesatdownwithahappysighasshe

screenshotedMaduo'sstatusandcaptioned

herstatus"godmotherthingsloading...Iknew

it "

Shegiggledasshesentaquickmessageto

Maduo..

Darien:What'sup?

Shesmiled.

Rethabile:Iam happy...Iam sohappy...

Darien:Yes..shareplease..

Rethabile:Godmotherthingsloading...

Darienfrowned.Tlhomphowaslost.

Rethabile:EbilewhenTlhomphoMaddysaidyou



shouldstopthisobsessionyouhaveabouther.

Shedoesn'tlikeit.

Tlhompho:I...

Rethabile:ThisisthelasttimeIam sayingthis

Mr...justfollowingorders..

Darien:Whatdoyoumeangodmother?

Rethabile:Kehappy...nxe..Iknewitandmogirl

wasclueless..andsheis

smart..haish..Tlhebathongnkopelelelengsefela

bafethu..hayikesambareee'sgodmother..

Darien:Whoababes(laughing)youaresohappy.

Rethabile: baremmemmetlhatswalesire.

Baremmemmetlhatswalesire..

Shesangwithhappiness.Okayshewasreally

happy.Howoldshewasdidn'tmatter.Herbest

friendwasgoingtobeamommytobe..

Darien:Nowcanyoutellwhat'sup?



Helaughedsoftly..

Rethabile:Urg..goodnews..man!Happiness

OverEverything..mxm bonakeitiraJheneAiko

yaanong..

Shelaughedtearfully.

Rethabile:We'lltalk..

Shesaidasherphonerangandshestoodup

answering.

Rethabile:Ohmyfreakingosh..howdoesitfeeel?

Tellme,tellmeeee...

Maduo:Stoppedscreaming..

Rethabile:Sorry.Sorry..

Maduo:Itkindafeelsweirdinagoodway.Like

I'm carryinglifeandit'saresponsibilityIwill

havefortherestofmylife.

Rethabile:Iknewyouwerepregnantbutyou

wereprobablygoingtobitemyheadoffwith

thosemoodsofyours.



Maduo:(laughing)Iam notmoody.

Rethabile:Iam sohappyforyou..youshould've

seenmescreaminglikecrazy...

Maduo:Masetsenwa!!

Rethabile:Whatevwrbutyoh..dawg..sis..

Maduo:Iknow..IwasjusttalkingtoSashaand

shewaslikeIsuspectedit..

Rethabile:You'remoodyandIdon'tthinkwe

wantedtoarguewithyou..butfriend...

ShescreamedandMaduoplacedherphonefar

from herear.

Maduo:Enoughwiththescreamstlhe...

Rethabile:Babyevenwiththatweightwe'restill

afterthemoney.

Maduo:Money?DudeIwillstillmeMrs

Wallstreet.Watchthisspace.

Shefeltarmswraparoundherwaist.He



plantedwetkissesonherneck.

Maduo:ThabsiemyThabiIhavetogo.Willcall

laterlovelove..

Rethabile:Okayma..

Shehungup.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduoputherphonedown.

Shefelthim againstherbuttandshesmiled.

Fuck!Shelovedthisman.

Reba:Iloveyou.

Maduo:Metoobabydaddy..

Hechuckledsoftlyashekissedherneck.

Reba:Sayitagain..



Maduo:Babydaddy..

Hervoicewassoftandittuggedathis

heartstrings.Itwasnotevennoonyetbuthere

theywere.

Reba:YoufuckingmademehappyMaddy.Two

wholehumanbeings...

Maddy:Hmm..

Shesaidashekissedherneckallover.He

turnedheraroundandhekissedthosepinklips

ofhers.Thiswashome.Shewashome.He

slippedhishandsunderherblouseasshe

moanedsoftly..

Hesmiledagainstherlips.

Reba:Kekopagogodirisabotlhaswa..

Maduo:Mhmm..takeme.I'm yours

hmhmm..(moaning)

Rebapickedherupandcarriedhertothe

bedroom wherethey#EXPLICIT
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AtMaduo'splace



BlaqDiamond'sLoveLetterplayedinthe

backgroundasshetypedherassignmenton

thelaptop.Rebawalkedinshirtlessandshe

lookedup.Herglassslidoffhernoseandhe

chuckled.

Reba:Getcontactlenses..

Maduo:Idon'twantthem.Glassesareasafer

bet.

Heshruggedandsheputthelaptopasideas

shetookthefoodfrom him.Thedeadlinewas

farbutshejustwantedtogetthingsdone.

Tomorrowwasaweddingandshewasjust

happy.Rebahadbeenhereforawholeweek

anditwasjusteverything.

Herubbedhertummy.

Reba:Howarethey?

Maduo:They'regooddaddy..



Hekissedherforehead.Thiswasallshehad

everaskedforandprobablymore.

Reba:Nextmonthwewilldothegenderreveal

hmm?

Maduo:Aparty?

Hereyeslitup.

Reba:Godno!!Itwilljustbetwoofus.Wewill

notifytheothers.

Shehithischest.

Maduo:You'resuchaboreyouknowthat?

Reba:WhateverMrsKgosi..

Sherolledhereyesasshetookthefirstfrench

fryandateit.Thiswillalwaysbeherfavoriteno

cap.

Theyatethefood.Laughingandgigglingin

between.Maddy'sphonerangandshelooked



atReba..

Reba:Aren'tyougoingtoanswerit?

Maduo:Givemeasec..

Shedrankherjuiceandwipedhermouth.She

clearedherthroatbeforeansweringit.

Maduo:Sash..

Sasha:Ihopethedressstillfits..

Sherolledhereyes.

Maduo:Itdoes.Iwastryingitonjustyesterday.

Sasha:Good.Pityyoucouldn'tjoinushere..

Maduo:I'llprobablyboreyouguysanyway.

Sasha:You'reprobablyright...tomorrowit

is..Night.

SashahungupandshelookedatReba.

Maduo:YoursisterMr..

Reba:Youtwoseem close..



Shechuckledassheplacedherheadonhis

chest.Thebaby'scryrangthroughtheroom.

Maduo:Kgotso..babybeadarlingandcome

withyourbrotherinlaw.

Reba:Youknowyouaretheonewho

volunteered.

Maduo:Becausewearen'tjoiningthepeople

tonight.Bringhim here..

Hestoodupandwalkedtothebedroom where

hepickedthecryingbaby.Hestoppedcrying

andgiggled.

Reba:Wow!Likebrotherandsister.Lerata

attentiongore...

Kgotsogiggledashemadebabysounds.He

chuckledashewalkedtotheloungecarrying

him.

Maduosmiledassheliftedherhandssothat

Rebacangiveherthebaby.



Hegaveherthebabyandshecradledhim.

Maduo:He'sheavyjho..Solet'sseeifyour

brotherinlawwillsurvivethenightKgotso..

Shesaidasshegavehim herfingersandhe

giggledasheattemptedtosuckherfinger.

Maduo:Aawwman..

Rebatriedtokeepastraightfacebutasmile

madeit'swaytohislips.Shewasgoodwiththe

baby..

SomewhereinGaborone

Tonicarefullyironedherlacefrontwig.She

lookedathersisterwhowalkedinside.

Toni:IhatethatIam doingthis..

Her:Wehavenochoice..



Toni:Imeangatecrashingaweddingwhenall

ofthiscould'vebeenavoidedbytellinghim

amicably..

Her:Toniyouwon'tunderstand.I..

Toni:ButakerejustcauseI'm yoursisterIwill

doasyousay.Youknowbest..

Her:Don'tbelikethatToni.

Toni:Don'tbelikewhat?Keorelerataattention...

Her:Iwon'targuewiththat..plusImeanalittle

stumblingblockwon'truinthewholething...

Tonilaughedasherperfectlyshapedteeth

flashed.Hersisterhadalwaysbeenalittle

jealousofToni'sperfectphysique.Eventhough

shewasyoungerthanhershewastheonewho

usuallycaughtmaleattention.

Her:Agrandentrancemntase..



Toni:Haiyee..Sure.Tomorrowisadatesis..your

bestdressout?

Her:It'sout.Wefirsthavetogopickhim up

from mom'splace.

Toni:Suuuree..

Shesaidassheflashedasmallsmileand

continuedstraighteningherwig.Hersister

walkedoutandToniplacedthewigdown.She

sighed.Lifeneh!

Ifshehadn'tmadethatdecisionshewould've

beenamom rightnow.Sheisnotbitter.She

madethatdecisionaloneandnooneforcedher

butstill.Thefactthatherownsisterhadachild

andthatshewasnotgettinganyyoungerjust

hithersomekindofway.

Shelookedatherselfinthemirror.Shewas



everythingamancouldlookforbutshestill

hasn'tfoundone.Maybetomorrowshemight

seeone.Yeah.Shereassuredherselfasshe

pickedthewigandcontinuedstraighteningit.

AtahotelinGaborone

Mirandasmiledasshewalkedoutofthe

bathroom.Hesmiledashelookedather.This

feltsowrongyetright.Maybethiswasthepart

ofthestroywhereshegetsherhappilyever

after.Ahappyending.

Miranda:What?

Tyler:Nothing..comehere..

Shesatonthebednexttohim andhepulled

hercloser.

Tyler:Thankyou..



Miranda:Forwhat?

Tyler:decidingtocomewithme.Youdoknow

it'spublic.

Miranda:Iknow..IthinkIshouldstopwiththe

'bathobatlareng'mentality.Iknowpeoplewill

talkandsayIsleptmywaythroughthejob

interview..

Hechuckled.

Miranda:Weknowthat'snottruebutpeoplewill

talk.IdidalotofthingsIam notproudof

honestlyandIknowthatpeoplewillstilltalm.

Tyler:Regardlessofwhetheryou'regoodor

bad,peoplewilltalkandyoujusthavetoignore

allofthatandmoveforward.

Miranda:Yeah.

Shesmiledashepeckedherlips.Shegiggled

andpushedhim off.

Miranda:Wehaveaweddingtogettotomorrow



MrKgosi..
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MirandaandTylerlookedaroundthevenue.

Miranda:It'sgorgeous.

Tyler:Itis..

Mirandasmiled.Anoutdoorwedding.Thedecor

wassimpleandelegant.

Tylerfoundtheirseats.Thisweddingwas

classy.

Mirandasatnexttohim andsheplacedher

clutchbagonherthighs.

Tyler:DidItellyouthatyou'repretty?

Mirandablushed.

Miranda:ThankyouMrKgosi.Youdon'tlookso

badyourself.

Mirandalookedaround.Peoplewereslowly

comingandsittingdown.



Thiswasgoingtobeagreatday.

Meanwhile....

MaduoheldKgotsoinherarmsashermom

helpedLaone.

Maduo:Lookatyoucuteheavything..

Precious:Maduo..

Maduo:Heiscute..

Laonesmiledasshelookedatthemirror.

Laone:Thisishappening?

Maduo:Yep...IthinkIshouldgo.

Shekissedhermotherandauntandwalkedout

holdingKgotso.Sheleftthebridetobeand

walkedtotheroom wherethebridesmaids

weregettingready.



ThebridesmaidsincludedLaone'sfriendsand

closefamily.

Sherry:Youcamewithhim..

Maduo:Helovesme.Don'tyouboyboy..

Hegiggledashethrewhissmallfistsintheair.

Maduo:Yousee..

Sherrychuckled.

Sashawalkedin.

Sasha:Wellyou'rereadyguysakere?

Maduo:Idon'tknowaboutthem.

Sasha:Okay.Theweddingsongisabouttoplay

andyallshouldwalktotheaisle.Youknow

wheretostand.Onceeveryoneissitted

everuthingstarts.

Sherry:Gotit.

Lady1:Gotit..

Sasha:Matronofhonouriswiththebridesoshe



willbethelastonetowalktotheaislebefore

thebridearrives.Flowergirlsareready.Ithink

everythingissetnow.

Maduonoddedasshesatdownplacingher

babybrotheronherlap.Hewascute.

Maduo:(whisperingtohim)Idon'tknowwhy

yourmothertakesoffencewhenIsayyou're

chubby.Ogojesathatammeyoleakere?

Hegiggled.

Maduo:Iknewit.Nxe..ifyoudarecry

interruptingtheweddingthenIam nolonger

lookingaftetyou.

Kgotsojustheldtheleatherbraceletonher

wrist.

Maduo:ngng..don'ttouchtlhe..

Shetookhishandaway.Shewasgiventhisby

thehealerforprotection.Sheshouldnevertake



itofforletitbreakatallcosts.

Maduosquinted.Hereyeshurtwithoutthw

glasses.

Kgotsomovedhishandstoherface.

Maduo:You'reluckyIdidn'tdomakeupcauseI

don'tseemyselfsittingonthatchairforhours

andbecauseofyou..

Sheheldhissmallhandsandlookedaroundfor

hisbag.

Maduo:Yourmotherisgoingtopaymeforthis

Kgotso.Imaginehela..

Theladiescooedsilentlyastheywatcheda

pregnantMaduointeractwiththebaby.Itwas

socute.Asyoungasshewasshewasgoingto

beagreatmother.Theydidthefinishing

touchesandwerenowreadytohelptheirfriend

havethebesydayofherlife.Laonehasbeen



waitingforthiseversince.

Sasha:It'stimeguys

Theyalllinedupnicelyintheirheelsandblush

pinkdresses.

Sasha:Okay.Letmegofirst..

Sashastartedwalkingandthegirlsfollowed.

Maduowasthelastoneandshewasholding

Kgotso.

Maduo:Don'tcrytodaybabyboyokay?Yes

you'reagoodbou.

Hegiggledandshebreathedinasighofrelief.

Sheneededhiscooperationtoday.

Rebasatcomfortablyonhischairasthebridal

songstartedplaying.Thegroom andhismen

madetheirwaytothealter.Terry'sparents

weresittinginthefrontandtheyweresoproud

thattheirsonwasfinallytyingtheknot.The



flowergirlswhowereTerry'sniecesstarted

throwingpinkandpurplepetals.Theywereso

adorableastheweddingguestscooedattheir

innocence.

Terrysmiledabitashewaitedanxiouslyforhis

bride.

Hisbestmannudgedhim.

Him:Breathman.

Terry:I'm trying..

Hechuckledsoftlyastheyawaitedthebride.

Thesongstartedagainasthebridesmaids

madetheirwaytowardsthealter.Theylooked

breathtakingbutRebawasinterestedinone

particularone.Theonewiththebabybump.He

sworehesawhersquintinghereyestryingto

lookstraightaheadholdingherbrother.



MirandafrowedabitwhenshesawMaduo.She

lookedfamiliar.ShehadseenThabisoand

sincebygoneswerebygonesshehadjust

noddedandlookedstraightahead.

Miranda:Whoisthatone?

ShewhisperedinTyler'sear.

Tyler:Sisterinlaw..

Miranda:Ooh..

Tyler:Yep.

Shelookedahead.Shecouldseethebumpand

shewascarryingababytoowholookedlike

Thabiso.Whenallthebridesmaidswerelines

up.Thesongstartedastheyanxiouslywaited

forthebride.

Thebridebreathedinandout.Thiswasit.She

lookedathermotherwhosmiled.

Laone:Thankyoumama..



Granny:Thisisyourdaymygirl.

Shesmiled.

Precious:We'reonandknowwe'rewaitingfor

youatthealter.

Shesaidasshewalkedaway.Laonebreathed

inandout.Shebreathedinandoutagain.

Shetookhermother'shandastheywalkedout.

PreciouswalkeddowntheaisleandThabiso

gaveherasmile.Shesmiledbackandkepton

walking.Kgotsosawherandwantedtocrybut

Maduodistractedhim withherhand.Theycan't

havethebabycryingduringthisniceceremony.

MmaKgosinudgedReba.

MmaKgosi:Sheisgoodwithkids.

Reba:Yousawwithonechildmother..



MmaKgosi:Still..wechosewell.

Rebachuckledashefacedhisfront.Katso

lookedaround.Hesawagirlclosetohisage

andhesmiled.Hehasalotofconvincingtodo

later.

EveryonekeptquietasLaonewalkeddownthe

aislewithhermother.Shewasgorgeous.

Maduosmiledtearfully.Thishasgottobethe

bestdayofheraunt'slife.

Mirandasmiledabit.Oneofthesedaysitmight

beher.Butfornowshewashappyforthebride

whowasbeautifulwiththatmermaidwedding

dress.Shelookedangelictooundertheveil.

GrannygaveTerryLaone'shand.

Granny:Sheisyourstocherishamdcarefor.

Shesmiledasshewalkedtoherseatand



Laonetearfullylookedup.Terryremovedhis

handkerchiefandhewasperplexed.Hewasn't

surewhethertoremoveherveilsothatshe

wipeshertearsorgiveherthehandkerchief.

Hisbestmanjustsqueezedhisshoulderandhe

chuckled.

Pastor:Wearegatheredheretodaytobear

witnesstotheunionofMrTerrenceWardand

MsLaoneKutwano.

TheysmiledastheyheldhandsandTerry

wantedtothankGodandhisancestors.Hewas

abouttolosethisoverasmallissuethathad

beencheckedoverbyadoctorandturnsout

therewasnoproblem atall.

Pastor:Ifthereisanyonewhohasareasonto

stopthisceremony,speaknoworforeverhold

yourpeace.

Therewasamomentofsilenceandasthe



Pastorwasabouttospeaktocontinuethe

ceremonyanobjectionwasraised.

"Idohaveareasontostopthis.."

PeoplegaspedandTerry'sheartskipped.

Laone'sheartbrokeintotinypieces.

Theyallfacedthedirectionthevoicewas

comingfrom...

Rebafrowned.Terry'sparentshadshock

evidentontheirfaces.

.

.
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Laoneheldbacktearsasshelookedatthetwo

womenwhostoppedherwedding.Theyhada

toddlerandhelookedsofamiliar.

Maduosquintedhereyes.Thiswaswhenshe

neededherglassesthemostandtherewas

nothing.

Tonishuffledherfeet.Alleyeswereonthem

andsheknewthathersisterloveddramaand

shewentwiththeflow.Nowlookingatallthe



eyeshere,theyweregatecrashers.

Hersister,Gaonewalkedforwardwiththe

toddlerwholookedsomuchlikeTerry.Her

heartgotheavyassheheldherchestwitha

shakyhand.Terry'sparentswereperplexedby

thesituationbeforethem.

Evenablindmancouldseethestriking

resemblancebetweenTerryandtheunknown

boy.

Tonijuststoodthereattheendoftheaisleas

shewatchedthesceneunfold.Peoplewereno

longerlookingatherandshethankedherlucky

starsforthat.Gaoneloveddramaandshewas

anaccomplicetothedrama.Sheheldherhead

hightohidetheembarrassment.



Maduolookedattheladywhowalkedforward.

Notonheraunt'sspecialday.

Gaone:Terrencehi,Ijustwantedyoutomeet

yourson..

Laonefeltherheadspinningasherknees

wobbled.Kgotsostartedcrying.

Maduo:Shit!(mutteringunderherbreath)

Thiswasturningouttobemessy.Everyone

wasconfusedandtheykeptaskingthemselves

whatthehellwasgoingonhere.

Maduowalkedawayfrom thesceneasshe

attemptedtoshushthewailingbaby.

Maduo:Kworkwithmehere..babydon'tcry..

Hecriedmoreandshejustkepttryingtoshush

him.



Rebadecidedtostandupandhefollowedher.

Toni'seyeswidened.Fuckingshit!

Shefollowedhim withhereyesandhesawhim

headtothedirectionwherethepregnantlady

withababywasheading.

LaonelookedattheladythenTerryandtheboy.

Thiswasnotwhatshehadinmind.Sheheld

herdressandsheranalongtheaisleinher

heels.Commotionstartedaspeoplewhispered

andsomehadalreadytookouttheirphones.

Terry:Lala..

Butshewasn'tstopping.Thiswasnotwhatshe

wanted.

Gaonesmiledabit.Thiswasgoingwaybetter

thansheexpected.

Terrylookedatherinangerandhehadtohold

himselffrom slappingher.



Hewalkeddowntheaisleinshameashe

headedtothedirectionLalawasheadingto.

Terry'smotherstoodupandTerry'sfatherheld

herhand.

MmaagweTerry:Letmego..Iwanttogivethat

girlapieceofmymind..

Terry'sdadcouldheartheangerinhervoice

andlethergo.

Gaonestoodthereaspeopletookvideos.

Shepickedhersonup.

Gaone:WellIguesswewillhavetoshowup

anothertimeboyboyneh..

MmaagweTerry:Emapele..

Peoplejustwatchedthedrama.Thiswassuch

anunexpectedturnofevents.

Gaonelookedatthelady.



MmaagweTerry:Wheredoyougettheaudacity

todowhatyoudid?Doyouhavenoshame

whatsoever?Monyanahaiikebuale

wena..nteba..

Gaonewasforcedtolookather..

MmaagweTerry:Soyouthinkcausingdrama

wasnecessary?DoesTerrenceknowof...that?

Shesaidpointingathersonandshefelther

heartbreakalittle.Shecalledhersona'that'

thiswasTerry'schild.

Gaone:Nnyaamma..

MmaagweTerry:Nywamma..kegoneoitseng

maitseo?Ifyouwerealadywhorespected

herselfyoucould'vegonethroughtheproper

channels.Thisisjustplainbelittlingnxla..

Withthatshewalkedaway.

Preciousbreathedinandout.Shehadtofind



Laone..

Shealsowalkedawayandwentintothe

buildingtotryandfindLaone.Shefound

Terrenceatthedoorknocking.

Terry:Shelockedherselfupinside..

Preciousjustnodded.

Terry:ItriedtoexplaintoherthatIknownothing

aboutthisbut..

Hebreathedinashehelplesslylookedatthe

door.

Precious:I'lltalktoherbutIam notpromising

anything..

HenoddedasPreciousknockedonthedoor.

Precious:Babysis..Lovelove?openforme..

Laone:Goaway..it'sover.I..(crying)



Precious:Ican'thearyouoverthetears

tlhemma..openthedoorforme.Iwon'tlethim

in.Ipromise..

Sheheardsnifflingandabitofshufflingbefore

thedoorwasopened.Shewalkedinsideand

thedoorwasshutagain.

MeanwhileRebatookKgotsofrom her.

Maduo:Hewon'tstopcrying..

Reba:Nowyouwanttocrytoo..

Helookedathertearyeyesandsheshookher

head.

Maduo:I'm finebabe..

Reba:Comehere.

Heheldherashewrappedonearm aroundher

waistwhiletheotherwasholdingthebaby.



Reba:Don'tstressbabe..

Maduo:Maybehe'shungryorheneedsa

changeofdiapersorsomething?

Reba:Okay..

Hethoughtshewillkeepquietandtheyheadto

thecarquietlybutno.NotMaduofreakinKgosi..

Maduo:Kanawaitse..whodoesthat?Thatlady

wasdarndisrespectful,nocap.Waitseour

genderembarrassesmeeveryday.Whycouldn't

shejustliketellhim beforethis?Orwashe

hidingthekid?

Reba:people'sissuesMaddy..

Maduo:Iknowjustthat..Imean..Idon'tgetthe

waysomewomenthink.Shestoppeda

weddingjusttosayaguyhasason?likewhy

notmeetandtalk?Keoresomepeoplehate

seeingotherpeoplehappyneh?Melekohela..

Reba:Peoplewillalwaysbepeople.Turnright.



Sheturnedasshecontinuedtalking.

Maduo:Likeforreal.Thewaywomenlove

tearingeachotherdownisannoying.Andoba

itseBatswana,theytookvideosandsoonmy

poorauntwillbetrendingonFacebook.Mxm.

Ebilethatwomanisnotpretty..lebontlegabo

yogonehalemxm..

Rebacouldheartheangerinhervoice.

Reba:Maddybaby,don'tstressyourself..

Maduo:Iam not.Keoreurg..sheboredme.

Festofoltheladyisnotbeautiful.There.Urg.I'm

justangrythatsheruinedmyaunt'swedding

andsheisbeingpetty.Maybesheispretty.

Whatam IsayingsheisnotbeautifulandIhate

heralreadynxe..

Reba:Keepwalkinghoney..

Theywalkedtotheparkinglot..



PreciouswipedLaone'stears.

Precious:Better?

Shenodded.

Precious:NowlookatmeLaone.YouknowI

loveyouright?

Shenodded.

Precious:Youknowthat,thatmanlovesyou

right?

Shenodded.

Precious:Iwon'tlietoyou.Everyonecansee

thathehadnoideahehadachildLaone.It

happensthatsomewomenkeeptheirchildren

awayfrom theirfathersandpullstuntslikethis

forattention.

Laone:Sheruinedmywedding.IbetIam

alreadytrendingonFacebookasI'm speaking..

Precious:BaFacebookwillsortthemselvesout.

Laoneyou'regettingintotheholysanctuaryof



marriageorit'soverwithouthearinghissiddof

thestory?Areyougoingtocalleverythingoff

withouthearingwhatyourfiancèhastosay?

Laonedidn'tknowwhattodo.

Precious:ThatmanisoutsideandIcanassure

youthatnotevenhisparentsknew.Hismother

isalsoangrytooifthatmakesyoubetter.

Baby..marriageisdangerousground.Trustme.

Noteveryonewantstoseeyourmarriage

prosper.Youseethisringonmyfinger?

Sheshowedher,herring.

Precious:Manyhavewishedtheywereme,many

havewishedIwoulddivorceRraagweMaddy.

Keoresomemighthavewishedforlightningto

strikemebutIam stillhere..marriageisno

child'splay.Youknowthatyouwereadvised

sis..youknowthat.Strugglesarealwaysgoing

tobethere.Imeanyouknowwhathappeneda

weekbeforemywedding.Ialmostdidn'tmake



itcauseIwasinacaraccidentbutluckilyIwas

leftunscathed.Arrowswillcomefrom every

directionandit'sentirelyuptoyouwhether

you'regonnaletthosearrowskillyouormake

youstronger...

Laonewipedthelastofthetearsthatfelldown

hercheeks.Sheknewbutnowtheshame..

Precious:Youseethis'bathobatareng'needs

toend.Iknowyousis.You'reprobablythinking

aboutwhatthepeoplewillsayifyougoahead.

Ifyoudon'twanttogoaheadwiththiswedding

thenatleasthearTerrenceoutthen.

Shenodded.

Preciousstoodupandwalkedtothedoor.

Precious:ShouldIcallhim orletsleepingdogs

lie?



Laone:Youcantellhim tocomein.

Preciousnoddedandwalkedout.

Precious:Shesaidshewantstotalktoyou.

Terry:Thankyousomuch.

Hewalkedinsidetheroom.

MaduoheldRebabedi'shandastheywalkedto

wheretheguestsweresitted.

Reba:Sitdown,youshouldn'tbestandingfortoo

long.

Maduo:You'reright..Thisisjust..anunexpected

turnoutofevents.

Toniwassittingatthebackchairsandit

seemedasifnoonewaspayingattentiontoher.

Thatwasagoodthing.Gaonehadrantothe

carafterthatconfrontationwiththelady.She



sawhim againwiththwpregnantlady.Shetook

acloserlookatthewomanandsheseemedso

familiar.ShewenttoFacebookandsearched

theKgosisurnameandhernamepoppedupto.

Shesawthediamondringthatflashedwhen

thesunrayshitit.

Soforrealthisgirlwasmarriedandtohim.She

didn'tknowhowtofeelaboutit.Butit'sinthe

past.
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Atthewedding

LaonelookedatTerrywhoseheartcrackeda

littlelookingather.Hermakeupwasamess

andshewasnolongertheblushingbridehe

hadbeforehim momentsago.

Hecrouchedinfrontofherandheldbothofher

hands.

Terry:LalaIcanswearonmylifethatIhadno

idea.

Shenodded.

Terry:Idon'twantyoutojustagreewithme.

LalaIhavebeenhonestwithyoufrom theget

go.From ourfirstdatetillnowIhavebaredmy

heartouttoyou.IfIknewIhadachildoutthere



Iwould'vehonestlytoldyou..

Laone:Ibelieveyou.

Terry:Thatlady.HernameisGaone.Shewas

myexyearsback.Shecheatedonme,Ileftand

neverlookedback.

Laone:Okay.

Terry:IwantustotalkabouteverythingandI

alsodon'twanttohurtyou.Iloveyoutoomuch

towanttohurtyouangel.

Shechuckledasafattearrolleddownher

cheek.

Terry:Promisemethatafterthisweddingwe

willdealwithitall.TodayIjustwanttobea

happyman.

Shesmiled.

Laone:Okay.



Terry:I'm stillgettingmarriedakere?

Laone:Yes.

Terry:We'reonbabygirl?

Shenodded.

Terry:Don'tcry.Andevenifyoucouldwalk

downtheaisleinasackIwouldstillmarryyou.

Laone:Terry..

Terry:I'm sorrybutyou'realwaysbeautifulto

me..

Laone:Iloveyou..

Terry:Iloveyoumore.

Hepeckedherlipsandwalkedtothedoor.He

heldthedoorhandleandlookedather.

Terry:Iwillbewaitingforyouatthealter.

Shenoddedandhewalkedout.Secondslater

Preciouswalkedin.

Precious:And?



Laone:We'rebackon..

Precious:ThankGod.Weneedtosortyour

makeupagain.Youruineditbycrying..

Laonesmiledtearfully.Herweddingwasstill

goingtogoon.

Tonikeptherheadlowandshesawhim again

withthegirl.Whowould'vethought?

MirandaandTylerwerecomfortabletalking

whenRebaandMaddypassedbythem ontheir

waytotheirseats.

MirandatookacloserlookatMaddyandthe

babyshewasholding.

Miranda:Isthatherbaby?

Tyler:No..babybrother..

Miranda:Oh..Ithoughthewashers..



Tyler:Notatall..

Maduowalkedtoherdadandhandedhim his

son.

Maduo:Takehim dad.

ThabisolookedatReba.

Reba:Yourdaughter..

HechuckledashetookKgotso.

Maduo:Heiscalm now...

Thabiso:Thankyou.

Maduo:Youguysshouldactuallypaymefor

servicesrendered.

Thabiso:Oratamadi..

Maduo:Daddymoneymakesthemoneygo

round...

Thabsio:SitdownMaddy.



Shesmiled.

Maduo:Wenalemama,youowemebigtime.

Babysittingisnotaneasytask.

Rebaheldherwaistastheywalkedtotheirseat.

Reba:Youtalktoomuch.

Maduo:Iwanttorestafterthiswedding.Ifthere

isstillgonnabeawedding..

Tonilookedaroundandsawthisasan

opportunitytowalkaway.Thiswasnotreally

herfightandshehadaccompaniedhersister

whosemissionlookedlikeacompletefailure.

Shewalkedtotheircarandgotin.

Toni:You'rehappynow?

Gaone:Ihavemixedfeelings.

Toni:You'regonnatrendonFacebook..



Gaone:Iknowbutpeoplewon't...

Toni:Haish..weshouldgoebile..

Gaone:What?No..

Toni:Weshould.Ican'tbelieveItravelledallthe

wayhereforthisandIonlyrealisedthatitwas

stupidwhenwearrived.Nowyoudraggedthe

poorchild..

Tonistartedthecar.

Toni:We'releaving..ifyouwanttotalktoyour

babydaddyaboutthechildthendoit

sometime..

Preciousmanagedtocallthemakeupartist

backandshewasworkingonLaone'sface.

Ptecious:Wearebackon.

Laone:Yes.Thankyou.



Terrencewalkedtothealterasheadjustedhis

blazer.

Terry:Wearebackon..

Him:Sure..

Hisbestmansmiledandpeoplewereconfused.

Wastheweddingstillon?

Maduorubbedhereyesassheplacedherhead

onhischest.Shedidn'tknowwhethertheywere

backonbutseeingthebridegroom appeargave

heralittlebitofhope.Herauntdeserved

happiness.

Sheunconsciouslyrubbedhertummyasshe

sighed.Sheclosedhereyesforamomentthen

sheopenedthem.

ShefrownedandlookedatReba.

Reba:Youokay?

Maduo:CanItrustyou?

Reba:Whereisthiscomingfrom?



Maduo:Idon'tknow..Ijusthavethisweird

feeling.

Reba:Trustmeokay?

Shenodded.

Theweddingsongplayedandherearsperked

up.Shesatuprightandsighed.Shewillhaveto

stand.

Thebridesmaidslinedupyetagain.The

weddingwason.Peopleclappedtheirhands

withexcitementandglee.Afterthatshort

dramathingswerebacktohowtheywere

supposedtobe.

Preciouswalkedandshestoodwherethe

bridesmaidswere.Maduojustsatdown.She

didn'twanttostand.

Laonewalkeddowntheaislealonethistime



withacutesmileplasteredonherface.

Terrysmiledwider.Thiswasit.

Shegottothealterandsheheldhishands.Her

happyending.

Pastor:(chuckling)Guessthereareno

objectionsthistimeandweshouldgoahead.

Wealreadylostprecioustime...

.
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Atthewedding

Pastor:Wellthosewere..wow..

Laoneheldbacktears.Thatwasbeautiful.

Maduodabbedhereyes.Aaw..

Theweddingguestsweretouched.

Pastor:Inowpronounceyouashusbandand

wife.Youmaykissthebride.

Terryliftedtheveiloffherfaceandshesmiled.

Terry:CanIMrsWard?

Shenodded.

Hepulledhertohim andkissedhersoftlips.

Thecrowdcheeredforthecouple.



Terrybrokethekissandlookedintohereyes.

Terry:Iloveyou..

Laone:Iloveyoutoo..

Pastor:Ladiesandgentlemenallowmetore

introduceourlovelycouple.MrandMrs

TerrenceWard..

Theycrowdcheeredastheywalkedalongthe

aisleholdinghands.

Eveniftheywereafewmishapstodaybutthe

weddingdidgoon.

Theytookpicturesandloadsofthem.Reba

smiledasMaduopoutedforthecamera.

Maduo:Anotherangleamdpose.

Rebachuckledashetookherpictures.

Maduo:Perfect..Ididtakepictureswiththe

bridesmaidsandbridesoIam good.



Reba:Youlikepictures..

Maduo:Memoriesdearhusband.Memories.I

meansuchthingsonlyhappenonceina

lifetime..

Heheldherwaistastheywalkedtowardsthe

car.

Maduo:Aselfie?

Reba:Youneverstopdoyou?

Maduo:Nope..

Shedecidedtotakeaselfieofhim kissingher

cheek.

Sheheldthephoneasshekissedhislips.He

smiledintothekiss.

Reba:Athomebabe..

Maduo:mmhmm...

Hebrokethekissandrubbedherlowerlip.

Maduo:Uhm weshouldprobablygetgoing.We



havetheweddingreceptiontoattend.

ShedidtheseatbeltasRebastartedthecar.

Shelovedthisman.Shesaysiteverydaybut

sheloveshim somuch.

Shewentthroughtheirpicturestogetherand

thesedaysshewasactuallygoodwiththefact

thatsomepeoplethinkthatsheislyingabout

beingmarriedtoReba.

Themanhimselfisachickmagnetandshe

couldbetthatheknewthatandchosetoignore

it.

Thedrivetothereceptionwassilentandshe

thoughtabouthowlifehaschangedthepast

fewmonths.From thedaytheymetshecould

honestlysayshefeltsomething.Itwasabout



thewayhetreatedher.Hecaredbutifyou

weren'tapersonwhopaysattentiontodetail

youwouldn'tnoticethat.Evennow,tosome

peoplehewasstillthesamemanbutshecould

seethathechanged.Forher.Orwashealways

hidingthatsidetohim andpeopleneversawit?

Shejusthadtounearthit?

Theyarrivedatthereceptionandshesmiledas

sheundidherseatbelt.Sheopenedthedoor

andwalkedout.Hegotoutandheheldher

hand.

TheywalkedinsideandMaddygasped.

Maduo:Niiice!

MirandasawThabisoholdingthebabyatthe

reception.Thatbabylookedlikehim.Mustbe



hischild.Sothegirlwhowasholdingthebaby

whowasshe..

MaddywalkedinwithRebaandRebashoulder

bumpedwithTyler.

Reba:Andwhenareyoutyingtheknot?

Tyler:Calm down..MmaKgosi.

Maduo:HeyTyler..

Tyler:WellthisisMiranda,Mirandathat'smy

brotherandhiswife...

Miranda:Nicetomeetyou.

Maduo:Likewise..WellbabeI'm goingtocheck

onmom soyah..nicebumpingintoyouTyler

andnicemeetingyouMiranda..

Withthatshewalkedaway..

Miranda:Letmeleaveyouguystotalk.

ShewalkedawayandhereyesfollowedMaduo.

ShewaswalkingtowardsPreciousandthat's



howitallmadesense.Shewasherdaughter

andthatmadesense.Shenearlyruineda

perfectfamilybecauseofherselfishness.That

wasnotitonsomanylevels..

SherrytalkedtoSashawhowasabithyper

today.

Sherry:Wine?

Sasha:Nomam...

Sherry:Youdon'tdrink?

Sasha:Haimmakebornagain..

Sherry:uhudiotsaleng?

Sasha:Afewmonthsago..haish..butIlikeit.I

knowmyfamilyistraditionalbutthiswasa

personalchoice.Let'ssayatfirstIwas

intriguedbytheChristianlifestyleandnowI

thinkIam justokaywithit.

Sherry:Okay..sowait..lastnightyouwere



drinkingjuice?

Sasha:Non-alcoholicchampagnedarling.That's

whatIdrinkthesedays..

Sherry:Wenamarn..

ShechuckledasshesawTyler.Shelookedat

him andthistimeshewasreallyassuredthat

thosefeelingsshehadforhim weregone.She

smiled.

TheMCcaughttheirattention.

MC:Wellwelcometotheweddingreceptionand

Iknowyouallaren'theretojustsitdown.It'sa

paaarrtaaayyy!!

Theucheered.

MC:DJturnthemusicup..timeforarealparty..

TheDJchangedthesongaseverythingbecame

morelively..



TerrylookedatLaone.

Terry:Iloveyou..

Laone:Rightbackatyou..

Terry:Let'sopenupthedancefloor..

Laone:Ifyouaskmenicely..

Terry:MrsWarddancewithme..

Laone:Itwouldbeanabsolutepleasure..

Laonegotridofherhairpinassheplacediton

thetable.

Terry:Hehehe..danceflooryagobonamathata..

Laone:It'smyweddingandthankGodthatI

woresneakers.Ican'tdanceinheelsandat

leastthatwhitedressisgone..

Terry:Let'sgo..



Theystoodupandpeoplecheered.TheDJ

switchedthejam toawellknownAmapiano

song..

Maduoclappedherhands.

Maduo:Ilovethatsong..pitythatyourkidsare

heavyReba,Iwouldbebringingthedancefloor

down..dudeIwouldbeonfire..

Reba:(laughing)OkayMam..

Maduo:Isthatsarcasm I'm detectingMr?

Reba:Maybe..

Maduo:Bet..Icanstillkillthatsong..

Reba:Howmuch?

Maduo:Yourcar?TheRangeRover..

Reba:Maduo..

Maduo:You'rescared?

Reba:Iam not..

Maduo:Wellit'sadeal..takeavideoebilefor



proof..I'llbeusingthatcarbaby..

OnceLaoneandTerryweredonedancing,theDj

switchedtoyetanotherAmapianosong..

Maduo:JustwatchmeandIam wearing

pumps..

Rebashookhisheadashegothisphoneready.

Maduowasjustherownperson.Hewatched

hergettothedancefloorandherbeingthis

carefreemadehim lovehermore.Shewashis

exactantithesisanditwasrefreshingattimes.

Shestarteddancingaspeoplecheeredheron.

Hesmiledashetookthwvideo.

Zakaetxwamokotlong

Bhiri,Bhirimolomomg

Zakaetxwamokotlong

Bhiri,Bhirimolomomg



Mabelelasiya'vuka

Maba'vukasiyalalax2

AsiletypeyamaTikoloshi

AselaseAmaTikoloshi

AsiletypeyamaTikoloshi

AselaseAmaTikoloshi

Mabelelasiya'vuka

Maba'Vukasiyalala

Sashajoinedheronthedancefloor,Maddywas

killingit.Maduowassuchavibeattimes.

Eventuallyallthebridesmaidsjoinedherasthey

dancedtothesong.Preciouslaughedand

Laoneshookherhead.Maneveryonehasgotto

loveMaddy.Therewasneveradullmoment



whenshewasaround...

Theladiesendedupdoingarandom dance

format.

BythetimethesongwasoverMaduowasdone

with.ShesatdownnexttoReba.

Maduo:Ikilleditbabe..thecarkeys..

Rebagaveheralook.

Shegulpeddownherwaterasshetooka

handkerchieffrom him.Shewipedherforehead

andlookedathim.

Maduo:RebaIwasn'tkidding...

Reba:Isitsafeforyouto...

Maduo:Babe..Webetonit..thecarkeys..

Hetookouthiscarkeysandlookedather.She

wasserious.

Reba:Sohow...nevermind..



Hegaveherthekeys.

Shechuckledandkissedhischeek.

Maduo:See..Igotacarjustlikethat.

Reba:Youknowyoucanaffordyourowncar.

Maduo:Iknow...Ijustwantedyours.Icanbuy

youanewone..andspeakingofcars..the

stockmarket..

Andlikethattheychattedawayabout

forex,worldeconomiesandthestockmarket.

Sheevenshowedhim herlatestbankbalance.

Reba:Well,I'm proud.

Maduo:Thankyou.

Reba:Don'tscratchmycarMrsKgosi.

Maduo:Iam acarefuldriverMrKgosi..

TerryandLalafedeachotherthefood.The



timeforspeechesandcakecuttingwasanhour

awaysotheychattedaway.Lalahadtoadmit

thattodayhadbeenaneventfulday.

Thesongschangedandhereyeswidened.

Laone:Thesongfrom ourfirstdate..

Terry:HowcanIforgetourfirstdate..oneI

forcedyoutoattend.

Laone:But..urg..Iloveyouautwa?

Terry:Iloveyoumore..

Laone:"Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Wavuth'umlilo

Nangulomlilo

Wavuth'umlilonamalangabi

Wavuth'umlilo



Nangulomlilo"

Shestoodupandgrabbedhishandasthey

headedtothedancefloor.

Theydancedasheheldherwaist..

Precioussmiled.TodaywaswowpitySarona

wasn'tabletoattendthewedding.Shewould've

lovediteven.

.
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Atthewedding

ThesongSondelasoftlyplayedinthe

backgroundasthepeopleatethecake.They

werechattinginlowwhispersandMaduowas

quietlyobservingthepeople.Itturnedoutfine

andthatladydidn'truinthewholewedding.She

wasreallyhappyforheraunt.

Sheyawnedabit.

Rebasoftlyrubbedherthigh.

Reba:Tired?

Maduo:I'lllive.

Reba:Comeon,let'sgetyouhome.

Maduo:Butthenightisstillyoung.



Reba:NotforyouMrsKgosi.You'retired.Don't

forcethings.

Maduo:Atleastletussaygoodbye.

Reba:Okay.

Theywalkedtothetoptable.

Maduo:AuntyIhadablastandcongratulations.

Laone:Thankyou.

Maduo:Wehavetogobutthankyouforagreat

wedding.

Precious:Okaybaby.

Maduo:DadhasKgotso'sbabybag.

Precious:Thankyouforbabysitting.

Maduo:Anytime.

Sheyawned.

Reba:Enjoyyourevening.Wehavetogo.

Theynoddedandtheywalkedaway.



TheypassedbyThabiso'stabletosaybyeand

theywalkedout.

Maduo:Itwasfunwasn'tit?

Reba:Itwas..

TheyexitedthebuildingandMaduoleanedinto

him,sheyawnedyetagain.

Reba:Youshouldrestlove.

Shenoddedastheywalledtothecar.

SomewhereinGaborone

Tonilookedathersister.

Toni:YouwillhavetotalktoTerryabouthisson.

Gaone:Iknow..maybeafteraweek.

Toni:Yeah..

Gaone:IwillbeaskedtheusualquestionsandI



don'tthinkIwanttoanswerthem.

Toni:Youwillhaveto.TomorrowIhavetogo.

Gaone:It'sokaybabysis.Thankyouforthe

emotionalsupportevenifthingsdidn'tgoas

planned.

Toni:Anytime.

Gaone:Doesitevergetlonely?

TonisatonthebedasGaonesatnexttoher.

Toni:Itdoes.IwastedmyyouthGaone.Iwillbe

inmythirtiesthreeyearsfrom nowand..

Shepaused.

Toni:IhadworkandIwasawildone.

Gaone:IunderstandToni..

Toni:IsettledforlessbecauseinmymindIwas

notafterloveormarriage.Itwasneverinthe

carssforme.Iwantedtobeanindependent

womanandlookatmenow.Alllonely.



Gaone:Itwillgetbetter.Ihavealotof

answeringtodo.Imaginetellingmysonthathe

hasafather..

Toni:Icanimagine.Whywereyouqueitallthis

timethough?

Gaone:Idon'tknow.IhurtTerryandheleftthe

momentheknew.

Toni:Must'vebeenbig..

Gaone:Domeneverforgivecheating?

Tonishookherhead.Surprisinglytheydon't.

Toni:It'susuallyadoublestandard.Whenmen

cheatwomenaresupposedtoforgiveaslong

astheyareremorsefulandshowthattheywill

neverdootagain.Butwhenawomandoesit...

Shechuckled.

Toni:Itbecomesabigissue.Menhavepride.A

lotofit.Theyjustcan'tfathom itsoIguess

whenyouwerepregnantyouweren'tsureabout



thepaternity?

Gaone:YesandIfoundoutaweekafterheleft

me.SoIdidn'tknowwhosechildIwascarrying

soitwasbettertoshutup.

Toni:Butatleastyouhaveason.

Gaone:Don'trushtheprocess.Itwillfindyou...

Toni:Ihavegivenuponlove.Itwasnevermy

fatebythelookofthingsandthat'sokay.Might

findasperm donorandfallpregnant..

Gaone:That'sextreme..whatifthechildasks

aboutit'sfather?whatareyougoingtodoabout

it?

Toni:Idon'tknow.Yeah..findasperm donorand

carrymyownchild.Thatwouldbenice..

Gaone:Let'ssee..you'restillyoungToni..

Toni:Iam not..someofmyagematesare

marriedandiftheyaren'ttheyhavechildren..

Shesighed.



AtMaduo'splace

TheygottothehouseandMaduowalkedoutof

thecarfirst.Sheunlockedthehouseandshe

threwherselfoverthecouchassoonasshegot

inside.

Rebalookedather.Shewastired.

Shebentdownabittotryandgetridofher

shoes.Sheendeduplettingitgoandshe

leanedback.

Rebaremovedhershoesandpickedherup

carryinghertothebedroom.

Heplacedheronthebed.

Reba:Youshouldprobablysleep..

Hesaidasheunzippedherdress.Shewon'tbe



comfortablesleepinginit.Hehelpedher

undressandheremovedherbra.Herbreats

wereswollenamdashereadupitwasbecause

ofthepregnancy.Hiskidswillbefeedingfrom

there.

Maduo:Thankyou..

Reba:Noworries.Pyjamas?

Maduo:No.Imighttakethem offwhenIfeelhot

atnight.

Henoddedashegotundressedtillhewasleft

inhisboxers.Helookedather.,asmuchashe

lovedthefactthatshewascarryinghiskids,she

couldn'twellratherhewon'tbeabletodo

certainthingswithherinthebedroom.He

wasn'tsupposedtogetfrustratedaboutthat

butwell...

Hegotundercoversandpulledherlithebody

close.



Hetuckedherhairbehindherearashereyelids

flutteredclose.Helaythereawake.Helooked

atherinnocentfaceoncemoreashecalculated

thepossibilitiesandallthat.Hekissedher

forehead.

.
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AtarestaurantinGaborone



LaonesatnexttoTerryastheywaitedfor

Gaonetocome.

Terry:Nervous?

Laone:Yep.Butwetalkedaboutthis..

Terry:You'reright.Sheshouldbehereby

now,wehavethingstododon'twe?

Laone:OfcourseMrWard..

Hesmiledashekissedherhand.

Gaonewalkedintotherestaurantwithher

weaveintact.Herheelscouldbeheardacross

themarbleoftherestaurant.

Laone:Shesurelovesgrandentrances.

Shesaidrollinghereyes.Gaonespottedthem

andshewalkedtotheirtable.Shethoughtshe

wouldbemeetingTerryalone.

Shesatdown,placedherbagonthetableand



crossedherlegsandlookedatthem.

Gaone:Goodmorning.IthoughtIwouldbe

seeingthefatherofmysonalone.

SheemphasizedthewordALONEandLaone

wantedtoslaptherudenessoutofher.

Laonegaveherasmile.

Laone:Wellunfortunatelyweareoneso..

Sheshruggedasshecalledthewaiterby

snappingherfinger.Herweddingringand

engagementringglitteredinthemorning

sunlightandGaonepretendednottoseethe

ring.

Laone:Lemonwaterplease,wantsomelove?

Henodded.

Laone:WaterGaone?

Gaone:I'm good.

Laone:Okay..



Sheplacedtheirorderandthewaiterwalked

away.

Laone:Sowherewerewe?

Terry:Ithinksheshouldtellushoweverything

cameabout?

Gaonesighedandstartedtellinghim aboutthe

paternityoftheirson.

Terry:Forfourfullyears?

Laone:I'm puzzledtoo.Imeanyouhadthe

chancetotellhim afewmonthsafterhisbirth

butyouchosenotto.Insteadyoutryandruin

mywedding.Imagine.

Gaone:Terrenceareyougoingtomeetyourson

orwhat?

TerrylookedatLaone.

Terry:WellsincewearesureIhaveasonandI

didseehim.NoDNAtestingisneededtoprove



thepaternitysoIwon'taskforone.Mywifeand

Iwilldiscussthisfurtherandgetbaktoyou.

Gaone:Okay.Ishouldgetgoing.

Shestoodupandtookherbag.

Gaone:Youwillcallme.

Withthatshewalkedawayandtheirwater

came.Shetookasipofthewater.

Terry:Howdoyoufeelaboutbeingastepmom?

Laone:Idon'tknow.I..IguessIwillgetusedtoit.

Terry:WellIam withyoueverystepofthewah.

Laone:Andyou'regoingtobeadadTerrence.

Wellwewilltakeitfrom therehmm?

Helightlybrushedhislipsagainsthers.

Terry:Yes.

AttheUniversityofBotswana



Maduosatbythebenchassheletthesunshine

hitherface.Hershadesdimmmedinthe

sunlightandTlhomphowasabletospother.

Herroundbellywasveryvisibleanditwasstill

hardforsometobelievethatsheismarried.

EvenonFacebooktheyhaveneverseenher

postherhusband.Justhishandandthathad

beentheendofitall.

Tlhomphosatnexttoher.Maduolookedtothe

sideandshewasabouttostandup.

Tlhompho:Nostay..

Sheremainedseated.

Tlhompho:Iwouldliketoapologize..

Maduo:Okay.

Tlhompho:Really.Ishould'vestayedawaywhen

youtoldmetoandbeingtheteenagerIwasI

assumedstuff..



Maduo:Yes??

Tlhompho:SoforthatIapologize.Ishouldn'tbe

involvingmyselfinthingsthatdonotconcern

meatallandRethaalsotoldmetokeepaway.

Shechuckled.

Maduo:Ihearyou..

Tlhompho:I'm sorryMaddy,Ireallyam andIwill

stayoutofyourwaymovingforward.

Maduo:Cool.Nohardfeelings.

Theyfistpumpedandshesmiled.

Maduo:Ishouldprobablygo.

Hehelpedheruponherfeetandhandedher,her

bag.

Maduo:Thanks.Seeyouaround.

Tlhompho:Sure...

Withthatshewalkedawayandhewatchedher.



Shewasalreadyanotherman'swifesothiswas

theendofitall.Shewasactuallycoolaboutit

allandthatonit'sownwasassuring.Hehad

beentheonetotakethingstoofarbuthewas

goingtoforgether.Hehadtonow.

Maduowalkedtothecarandopenedthedoor.

Shesatonthedriver'sseatabitexhausted.Her

morninglectureswerejusttiring.Sheinhaled

thescentinthecar.Itstillsmeltofhim.She

missedhim eventhoughhewashereaweek

ago.ShenevergetstiredofReba.

Shelookedatherringthoughfully.Shechecked

hertimetableandtherewerenoafternoon

lessons.Wouldshemanagethough?Shedidn't

know.Sheshouldn'tcallhim.Heisprobably

busywithworkatthemomentso..

Shebuckledupandstartedthecar.Apower



napandafterthatshewillseeifshewould

manageornot,besidesitwastheweekend.

Shereversedoutoftheparkinglotasshedrove

thebigcar.

AtRebabedi'soffice

Hisfingerstoppedataparticularcontact.He

dialedthenumber.

Reba:HelloRebabedihere..

Voice:Hey..it'sbeenaminute.

Reba:Yes..

Anawkwardsilencepassedbetweenthetwo..

Voice:Idon'twanttoassumethings..

Reba:That'swhyIwanttomakeitclear..



Andjustlikethatthetwotalked.

Voice:Gotit..

Reba:Good.Bye.

Hehungupandhestaredathiscomputer

screenforsometime.

Hisphonerangandhelookedatthecallerid.

Reba:Maddy..

Maduo:Hey,hopeI'm notdisturbing.

Reba:Atall..areyouguysgood?

Maduo:Goodandhealthythankyouforasking

daddy..

Hechuckled.Whenevershesaidthatitwas

alwaysasexy.Especiallyinthatsmallvoiceof

hers.

Maduo:WellIwascheckinguponyou,letmenot

keepyou.

Reba:You'rebeingsafe?Withthecar?



Maduo:Iam..Iactuallylovedrivingit.Don'tlet

mekeepyouokaylove?Iloveyou.

Reba:Iloveyoumore.

Maduo:Bye..

Shehungupandsighed.Theirconversation

wasabitweirdandsheignoredtheweird

feelingshealsofeltinherchest.Shegrabbed

herovernightbagandputitinthecar.She

missedhim manandmaybeheisjuststressed

bywork..

Shewillcheerhim up.Sheputthebaginthecar

andthenshewalkedtothekitchentotakeouta

fewgoodiesfortheroad.Shewillprobably

arriveabitlatearound7pm or8pm sinceshe

willbedrivingslow.Justsothatshedoesn't

causeanaccidentplussheiscarryingprecious

cargososhehastobecareful.



ShecalledRethabile.

Maduo:Heybabes.

Rethabile:Mads..waddup?

Maduo:Iwillbeoutoftownfortheweekend

okay?

Rethabile:Okay.Thankyoufornotifyingmemy

love.SeeyouonMonday.Areyoutakingabus?

Maduo:Iam driving..

Rethabile:Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea..

Maduo:Iwillmanagebabes..calleverytwo

hourssothatIcanstopandrelaxforten

minutesokay?

Rethabile:Gotit.SafetripandIloveyoulots.

Maduo:metooThabsie..

Shesmiledattheotherendofthelinebefore

shesaidbyeandhungup.



Maduolockedthehouseandgotinsidethecar.

Maduo:Welllet'sseewhattheroadhasforus.

Sherubbedhertummyasshebuckledupand

startedthecar

.
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A1road



Maduostoppedthecarbythesideoftheroad.

Herfatiguewasgettingworsebutshewasonly

likeanhourawayfrom Francistown.She

removedherglassesandtookthewaterbottle.

Shegotoutofthecarandsplashedthewater

onherface.Itwascoldenoughtogiveherthe

necessaryjoltneededtodrive.

Shegrabbedherphone.Shewashereearlier

thanexpectedsoshewasn'tthatthatslow.

Itwashalffive.Hewasprobablyhomefrom

workandwasinthegymeroom.

Shereallylikedhisphysiqueandhowhispants

wouldhanglowandthevlinethatshewould

see.Herhusbandwassexyandshecouldn't

waittogetthere.Amassagefirstthenthey

wouldcuddle.Shewastootiredtoanything

morethanthat.Theywouldhavetoskipthesex.



Babydaddy...

Shesmiledasshebitherlowerlip.Shestood

nexttothecarastheothercarspassed.After

abouttenminutesshegotinsideanddialed

Rethabile.

Rethabile:Howfarareyou?

Maduo:Almostthere..InanhourIwillbehome

andrelaxed.

Rethabile:Maddybecareful.

Maduo:Iam beingcareful..

Shesaidasshelookedatherhandonthw

steeringwheel.MrsKgosi.

Maduo:WhenIarriveimmediatelyI'llcallyou.I

can'tdriveandstillbeonthephone..

Rethabile:Iknow.

Maduo:Letmestartthecarandgetgoingmy



love.

Rethabile:Don'tforgetthatIloveyou..

Maduo:Nxoo..Iloveyoumoremntase..

Rethabile:I'm hangingup.Ineedanupdateinan

hourMrsKgosi.

Maduo:Yesmam.

Shehungupandsheplacedherphoneonthe

passengerseat.Shethenworeherglasses.She

dranksomejuiceandtookabiteoutofamuffin.

Shewipedherlips.Shewasokay.Shebuckled

upandstartedthecar.Shejoinedthemainroad.

Sheplayedhersongsonalowvolume.She

hummedalong.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Hewalkedoutofthegym room assweattrailed



alonghischest.Heranhishandsthroughhis

hair.Theintercom rang.

Reba:Whoisit?

Voice:Me..

Reba:Letmeopeninafew..

Hewalkedtothebedroom,grabbedatowelthen

walkedout.Heplacedthetowelonhisbroad

shouldersandpressedthebuttontoopenthe

gate.

Shewalkedinsidetheyard.Shehasneverbeen

herebefore.Hemust'vemovedoutoftheplace

heusedtostayat.

Rebaclosedthedoortothebedroom heshares

withMaddy.Heclosedthedoortothehalfdone

nurseryandfinallywenttoslidetheglassdoor.

Shewalkedin.

Her:Yourhouseisnice..



Reba:Toniyoudoknowwe'renotheretotalk

aboutmyhouse.

Toni:Iknow.Iknow..

Reba:IhavealottoloseToni,justwhateverthat

happenshere,stayshere.

Toninodded.Sheunderstoodhistermsvery

well.Eventhoughshewantedachild,she

wouldn'ttryandtrapRebabediwithone.She

didn'twanttoprovokehim.

Peoplewithmoneytendtocalltheshotsand

shedidn'twanttobedraggedbythemedia.

Toni:Soyourwife...

Shestoppedtalkingwhenshesawthe

dangerouslookhegaveher.

Reba:Toniwee...mywifeisnoneofyour

concern.AsIsaidIhavealottoloseandwellin

allofmysubsyou'retheonewho'smore



resistanttopain..ordiditchange?ShouldIcall

another?

Shequicklyshookherhead.

Reba:Gold.Followme.

Theywalkedtothelastroom andheopenedthe

door.Shewalkedinsideandsheplacedherbag

down.

Reba:Strip!!

Shegotwetinstantlybythetoneheused.She

watchedhim sitdownbuthekepthereyeson

her.ThisoneheronelasttimewithRebaand

shewilltakethismomentwithher.

Sheslowlyunbuttonedherblouse.Whenshe

wasdoneshethrewitonthecarpetandshe

shimmiedoutofherpencilskirt.Herround



globeswereattarctive.Sheknewwhatthiswas.

Adom-subenvironmentandshedoes

everythinghesayssheshoulddo.Shewasleft

inherbra,g-stringandsixinchheels.

Reba:Tunraround..

Shedidashesaid.

Reba:Getridoftheunderwear.Shedidexactly

thatbuthearinghim usethatvoiceonheragain

gotherclitthrobbing.Shesawtheboxof

condomsbythebedsidetable.Sheswallowed.

Thiswasgoingtobealongnight.

30minuteslater

Maduoparkedhercaroutsidetheyard.She

wasgoingtosurprisehim.Sheheldthecute

cardandthewhiskeyshehadgottenintown.



Sherubbedherbelly.

Maduo:Tocheerupdaddyyouguys..he

soundeddownandhereIam..

Shesaidtoherselfasshegiggled.Shepressed

thepasscodeandthegateopened.Shewalked

insidetheyardandfrowned.No..maybeitwas

herhormones.

Shewalkedtothedoorandeneteredthe

passcodeanditslidopen.Shepaused.She

thoughtsheheardafaintsound.Shewalked

alongthepassageasherheartbeatraced.She

heardthemoans.No..no...

Thiswasacrueljoke.Heisprobablywatching

pornonloudspeaker.Shekeptwalkingasthe

moansgotlouder.

"Reba...uh...fuuuck!"

Shepausedinhertracksastearscloudedher



eyes.No!No!Heisn'tdoingthattothem and

theirvows.Hewouldnever..herhandsshook

slightlyassheheldthewhiskeyandcard.She

stoodbythedoorwherethesoundswere

comingfrom andthosemoansgotlouderand

louder.Herheartbrokeathousandtimes..notto

theirvows.Notintheirhouse.Heisn'tdoing

thistothem.Theirfamily?

Withashakyhandsheheldthedoorknob.She

couldhearthebodiesslappingagaisnteach

otherandshebitherlowerlipsoastonotcry

outloud.

Shewasalreadyfindingithardtobreath..

Sheclosedhereyesforasecond.Thisisn'ther

Reba.Hewouldnever.Shetoldherselfthatover

andoverbutthemoansandgroansweren't

stopping..

Sheopenedthedoorandopenedhereyes.The



whiskeyfellonthefloorassheshookherhead

indisbelief.No...No..No...thisisnothappening..

.
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Rebaturnedwhenheheardsomethinglike

glassfallandhisheartpoundedgreatlyonhis

chestashesawMaduowhohadtears

streamingdownherface.Shit!

HequicklygotofToniandshetriedtocoverher



nakednesswiththesheet.Maduostoodfrozen

astearskeptoncoming.Thiswasabaddream.

Shesawhim throughthetears.Thecondom

washalffullwithhissemenandheneverused

oneonher.Never.Shedidn'tknowwhereshe

foundthestrengthtomovebutshefound

herselfwalkingoutofthrewroom.Thiswastoo

much.Hebetrayedher.Intheirhome.This...she

feltthechestpainshitandsheletoutatiny

scream assherubbedherchest.

Reba:Shit!!

Hesaidasheworehissweatpants.Toniwasn't

goingtositdownandwitnessthedrama.Reba

owedhiswifeloyaltynother.Shegotoutofbed

andworeherclothesasRebawalkedout.

Reba:Maddy..Babe..



Shekeptonwalkingholdingthecark

keystightly.

Hestoppedherandheldher.Aslaplandedon

hischeek.Shegasped.Sheslappedhim.

Hersmallbodyshookasshelookedathim.He

sawherbrokennessthroughhereyesandthe

consequencesofhisactionsstartedtoweigh

heavilyonhim.Hebrokeher.

Maduo:Just..don'ttouchme(shakyvoice)

Shemovedafewstepsawayfrom him.

Maduo:I..I..Ineedtoleave..

Hetriedtoholdherbutshemovedaway.

Maduo:Don'ttouchmeyoubastard(screaming

whilecrying)Justdon't...don'tRebabedi.

Withthatshewalkedoutofthedoorand

quickenedherpacetowardsthegate.She



furiouslytriedtoopenthecardooronlyto

realiseshelockedthecar.Shehitthewindow

asshesobbedagainstit..

Rebarubbedhishead.Hefuckedup.Hefucked

upandnowshewasupset.Hefuckedupso

bad.Hebithislowerlip.Hethoughtwithhis

dickandnowshewasgone..Hewantedto

followherbutthoughtagainstit.Hedeserved

everythingcominghisway.

Shedidn'twanttobeinthishouseanymore...

Sheunlockedthecarandgotin.Sheplacedher

headonthesteeringwheelandshecried.He

waswithanotherwoman.Intheirhouse.Their

vowsandlovemeantnothing.Shehitthe

steeringwheelwithhersmallpunchesasshe

struggledtobreath.



Shegaspedforairbutitwasn'tcomingfast

enough.Shetriedtofanherselfthroughthe

tearsbutshewasn'tbreathingwell...

Sherubbedherchestastriedtobreaththrough

hermouthbutherthroatwastootight.The

tearscontinuedtofalldownhercheeksasher

abdomenstartedtohavelightcramps.Shehit

herheadagainstthesteeringwheelasshe

startedtofeelnumbanddetachedfrom

everything.Hereyesclosedslowlyandmaybeit

wasdeath.Dyingduetoaheartbreak.

MeanwhileatthehouseTonigotoutofthe

householdingherheelsshewalkedtowards

thegate.Shepausedasshesawherinthecar

thewindowsweredarkbutshehadtogo.She

didn'twanttolingeronlong.Thebdsm sexwas

funwhileitlastednowshehadtomoveon.She



woreherheelsandfixedherhairasshewalked

towardsthestop.Shestoppedataxiandgot

inside.

Thetaxidroveaway..

Rebapacedintheroom.Howwashe

going...fuck!!

Hischestbecameheavyallofasuddenandhe

rubbedit.

Hewalkedoutofthehouseandhewalked

outside.Hesawthecar.Heopenedthedoor

andhefoundher.Shewasn'tbreathing.

Reba:Shit..

Thiswasjustgettingcomplicatedeachand

everysecond.Hetrieddoingmouthtomouth

butitdidn'twork.



Reba:Mylove..babe..I'm sorry..Maddy..

Hepickedherupandplacedheronthe

passengerseat.Hewashalfnakedandhe

wantedtotakehertothehospital..

Heswallowedtearfully.Hefuckedup.Helost

focusandhaveintohisurgesforthefirsttime

andeverythingjustspiralledoutofcontrol.

Hejoggedtothehousewhereheworehis

sandalsandhegrabbedatee.Hegottothecar

inrecordtimeandhestartedthecar.

Herphonestartedringingandstresswas

alreadyeatinghim up..

Hetookherphoneandswitcheditoff.

Hejoinedtheroadanddrovetothwhospital.

Heketpglancingather.

Reba:Baby..I'm sorrybabygirl..just...



Tearsfilledhiseyesandheforcedhimselfto

focusontheroadbeforehecausesaroad

accident.

Reba:Maddylove....

Henavigatedhiswaythroughtrafficandhehad

nearlydrovethrougharedlight.That'show

regret,guiltandeveryemptionrelatedtothat

washittinghim.Shewasunresponsiveandshe

waspregnant.Thatmeansallthreeofthem

wereindangerbecauseofhim..

Reba:Fuck..Babeholdonjustforthekids

then..please..

Hisvoicecrackedashelookedather.Shewas

gonelikealightbulbandthatwasmorescary..

Whenthetrafficlightsindicatedagreenhe



spedthroughtheroad.

Hehadtogettothehospital..

.
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Atthehospital

Rebaparkedthecarandpickedherup.His



tearschokedhim whenhelookedather

innocenttearstrickenface.Hercheekswere

redandhewassurehereyeswerepuffy.

Hewalkedintothehospitalholdingher.Hewas

panickingandhehopedtheywereokay.Hesaw

Tumiwhofrownedwhenshesawhim carrying

her.

Tumi:What'sup?Issheokay?Followme..

Hefollowedherintothehospitalroom ashe

placedherdownonthebed.

Tumi:Whathappened?

ShecouldseehowpanickedRebawas.

Reba:Sheisn'tbreathing..

Tumi:Letmehookherontothemachineanddo

afewtestswhilesheonthemachine.After

that,IwentanexplanationMrKgosi..sheis

pregnantforcryingoutloud.



Reba:Iknow..Iknow..

HebithislowerlipasTumiwalkedout.

Heheldhersmallhand.

Reba:I'm sosorrybaby..Justwakeup...I'm sorry.

Youcanpunishmelove..just..

Hecoveredhismouthwithhishand.

Hemovedfrom herbedwhenTumiwalkedin

withherstuff.

Tumi:Youcangocheckherinbythereception.

Hewalkedout.Hisheartwasfuriously

poundinginhischest.Hedidthistoher..

Hecheckedherinatthereceptionandafter

thathesatbythewaitingbenches.Hedidn't

evenhavehisphonewithhim.Herswasinthe

car.



AtGaborone

RethabiletriedMaduo'sphoneonceagainbutit

wasoff.Shewasworried,whatifsomething

happenedalongtheway?

Shewasevenscaredtothinkthatitwasan

accident.ShedialedMaduo'smom.

Rethabile:Hello?

Precious:Rethabilehey..

Rethabile:Iam tryingtocallMaduo,sheisnot

answering.Shesaidthatsheisgoingto

Francistown.Herphoneisoff..

Preciousfrowned.

Precious:LetmecheckandIwillgetbacktoyou

okay?

Rethabile:Eemma.Gosiame.

Precious:Okahnana..



PrecioushungupandtriedcallingMaduobutit

wasoff.RethabilesaidthatMaduowasheading

toFrancistown.Shedialedhersonin-law's

numberbutitjustrangunanswered.

Thiswasweird.Sheputherphonedown.She

shouldn'tstress.Maybethephonebatteryis

deadortheyarebothbusy.Whateverthatbusy

maymean.Shewilltryagainlater.

Atthehospitalhourslater

Maduowokeupandshewashookedtoa

breathingmachine.ShesawTuminexttoher.

SheremovedthebreathingmaskandMaduo

caughtherbreath.Whywassheinhospital.

Tumi:Maddyhey..

Shewasabitdisorientedasshesatupright.



Maduo:Hi..

Tumi:Itoldyouthatstressisnotgoodforthe

baby.YourbloodpressurewasskyhighMaduo

it'snotevenfunny..

Maduolistenedtoher.Shewashookedto

machinesandshelookedattheheartmonitor..

Tumi:WellIdidascanandthebabiesarefine.

ThankGodbutyourbloodpressure.Tellme

whathappened..

Sheclosedhereyesaseverythingshesaw

cametomind.Him groaningontopofher.

Theirmoansandgroansintherimatrimonial

home.Ahometheyplannedtobringtheirkids

into.Ahousewhichsheturnedahome.

Theheartmonitorbeepedloudlyassheheld

backtears.Tumidoesn'tneedtoknowwhat



shesswandwhathedid.Shejustwantsto

knowwhatledherhere.

Tumiworriedlylookedather.Herheartwas

beatinguncontrollably.

Tumi:Maddycalm down..calm down..forthe

kids..

Maduolookedupassheheldbacktears.Why

couldn'thecontrolhimselfforthekidsifnotfor

hersake?Washealwayssleepingaround?

Whatiftheladieshesleepswithpopsup

pregnantoneday?

WhataboutSTIsandHIV?Isn'theriskingher

andthekids'livesbysleepingaround?Shegets

thatthesedayssheisalwaystiredbutthey

alwaystalkabouteverything.Whatfailedthis

time?Shewould'velistenedandtheywould've

foundawayforward.

Shebreathedinandoutinanattempttocalm



down.Sheneededaclearmind.

Maduo:Iwasstressedbysomething.Icriedso

hardandIcouldn'tbreath.Mythroattightened

andIhadcramps.Myheartbeatwasjustcrazy.

Tumiwroteitdownonhernotepad.

Tumi:Thatwasapanicattack..Sometimes

peoplemistakethem foraheartattackbutif

youdohavefrequentpanicattackschancesare

thatyoumighthaveaheartattack.

Shenodded.

Tumi:Haveyoueverhadapanicattackbefore?

Shenodded.

Maduo:LasttimeIhadoneIwasten.Itwasata

NationalReservewhereIsawahugesnake..

Tumi:Isee..wellinyourstateit'snothealthyfor

youtobestressedwhatsoeverandIwilldeal

withitokay?

Shenodded.



Tumi:RestandIwillbebacklater..

ShenoddedandTumiwalkedout.

RebawalkedtowardsTumi.

Reba:Issheokay?

Tumi:Let'sheadtomyofficesothatwecan

talk...

Hefollowedhertotheoffice.

Hesatdownwhenshesatdown.

Tumi:Sheisfine.Thebabiesarefine..

Hebreathedinasighofrelief.

Tumi:Butlistenherebuddy.Maduoismy

patientandcarryingtwinsisenoughrisk..

Henodded.

Tumi:Iwon'tinvolvemyselfinyourissuesbut

whateveryoudidtoherledhertothis.Her

bloodpressurewastoohighandthatonit's



owncancauseamiscarriageorearlylabour

youknowthat?

Hisheartskippedabeat.Earlylabour?

Tumi:Thatmeansthatthekidscanbebornand

wouldhavetobehookedonlifesupport.Ifearly

labourdoeshappenitmeansthatitwillbe

throughac-sectionputtingherlifeatrisktoo.

Thebabies'organswon'tbefullydeveloped..do

youwantthattohappentoyourwifeMrKgosi?

Heshookhishead

Tumi:GoodbecauseIdon'twantthathappening

too.Shehadapanicattackhencethereason

shewasout.Ifshestressestoomuchandhas

thosefrequentlyshemightenduphavinga

heartproblem andshewillsusceptibletoa

heartattack..

Heswallowedapainfulhardlump.

Tumi:SoIadviseyoutonotstressher.Sheis

awakeintheroom.Justdon'tstressherplease.



Iwillbekeepingherhereforthewholeweekend

justtoseeifthingswillbeokay..

Henodded.

Tumi:Wellthatwasitall.Sheisokaynow.Itook

herofftheventilator,justwatchtheheart

monitor.Ifitbeepsoutloudjustwalkout

becauseyouwillbestressingher.

HewonderedifMaddytoldheranything.Shame

andguiltwerealreadyeatingatthecornersof

hisheart.

Tumichuckled

Tumi:Idon'tknowwhathappenedbetweenyou

twobutwalkoutoftheroom ifyouseeyourself

stressingher.Iam doingthebestIcanformy

patientandit'smydutytokeephergoodand

confortableatalltimes.

Reba:Iunderstand.Thankyou.

Hestoodupandwalkedoutofheroffice.He



closedthedoorandstoodbyit.Hefuckedup

sobadandsheprobablyhasquestions.

Hewalkedtoherroom andhestoodbythe

closeddoor.Hewantedtowalkinsideandtell

herthathe'ssorrythathewastheonetobreak

theirvows.Thatheistheonewhobrokeher

trustbeyondrepairbecausebeforelovecomes

trustandloyalty.Atearfellandhequickly

wipeditbeforehewalkedin.

Maduoopenedhereyesandsheshookher

head.Thiswastoosoon.

Maduo'stearsfellthemomenthewalkedin.He

lookedhorriblebutshedidn'tcare.Hehurther

nottheotherwayround.

Maduo:Ngng...getout..

Reba:loveI'm so..



Maduo:Idon'twanttohearitRebabedi.I'm way

tooyoungtobethishurtandyouhurtme..gake

gobatle..please..

Hewatchedhertearsfallastheheartmonitor

startedtobeepuncontrollably.

Maduo:Justleave...Idon'twantyouhere..Iknow

howstupidmyheartisandthelongeryoustay,I

willwantyoutoholdmeinyourarmsandcalm

medownbecausethat'swhereIfeelsafe...just

leave..Rebabediwalkoutofthisroom(shaky

voice)

Reba:Ba..

Maduo:Now..orelseI'm callingthedoctorto

chaseyouout...I..

Hersmallbodyshookassheplacedherhead

onherkneesandcried.Thosesobsshookher

bodyandtorehisheart.Knowinghecaused

thatbuthecan'tholdher.Themonitorwasstill



beeping.

Reba:I'm sorryMrsKgosi.Kekopamaitswarelo.

Hesighedashelookedathercrying.

Reba:Iwillwalkoutbutifyouneedme,I'm

outsidetheroom..

Hesaidwithacrackeddeepvoice.

HewalkedoutandMaduojusttriedtowipeher

tearsbuttheykeptonfallingdownontheirown

accord.

Rebasarbythewaitingbenches.Helookedat

thedoortoherroom.Shewasbreakinginto

piecesaloneandhedeservedeverything

cominghisway.

Heputhishandsoverhisfaceinregret.There

isnowaytoundothedamagehedidtoher.

Tearschokedhim.Shewasright.Shewastoo

youngtobethishurtandyethehurther.What



hedidcanneverbeundoneand...

Hequicklywipedthetearsbeforetheyfell.He

shouldgethersomethingtoeat.Sheis

probablyhungry..

Hewalkedoutofthehospitalandtotheparking

lot.Heunlockedthecarandgotinside.He

placedhisheadonthesteeringwheel.

Reba:Fuucck!(tearyvoice)

.
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Heparkedthecarathomeandhewalkedinside

thehouse.Hepunchedthewallinfrustration.

Hewalkedtotheroom hehadsexwithToni.He

sawthewhiskeythatwasonthefloor.She

actuallygotintoaliquorstoretobuyhim that.

Shehatesalcoholbutshewalkedintoaliquor

storeallpregnanttobuyhim that.Hepickedthe

alcoholsoakedcardandhereadit...

"WeloveyoudaddyandIhavetheperfect

remedytocheeryouup.Yousoundeddownon

thephoneandguesswhat?I'm yoursurprise

♡

LoveMrsRebabediKgosi"



Hechuckledtearfullyandhedecidedtocheat

fortheveryfirsttimeandintheirmatrimonial

home.Thechucklesdieddownashistears

chokedhim.Hedidn'tdeserveher.Heheldthe

cardashewalkedaroundtheroom.Hepicked

thetwousedcondomsandwrappedatissue

aroundthem.Helookedattheboxandhejust

pickedituptoo.

Thetoolsusedwereallovertheroom.

Temptation.Heshould'vestoppedwhenhe

imaginedMaddyastheonemoaningwhenhe

wasontopofToni.Evenbeforehecouldslide

hisdickin.Heshould'vestoppedbuttheneed

todominate.Theneedtobeincontrolof

everythingwon..

Heknewthatsheprobablymightnotcome

backhere,thishurt....



Theprospectoflosingtheonlygenuineperson

wholovedhim.Flawedandall.Shedidn'teven

knowabouthispastbutshechosetolovehim

wholeheartedlyasifhewasperfectinhereyes.

Whendidhegethere?

Hewenttothrowtheusedcondomsandthe

boxinthedustbinandhewashedhishands.He

headedtotheirbedroom andhetookhiswallet

andphone.Hesawthemissedcallsfrom his

motherin-law.Howwashegoingtoanswerthis

one?

Hebreathedinanddialedhernumber.She

answeredimmediately.

Reba:Dumelang..

Preciousfrowned.Hesoundeddown.

Precious:Hey..didMaddgarrivesafely?I've



beentryingtocallherbutsheisnotanswering

herphone.

Rebaswallowedasherubbedthebackofhis

head.

Reba:Yeah.Shearrivedanhourago...

Helookedattheemptybed.

Precious:CanItalktoher?

Reba:Uhm..she'sasleep.Shewasabittired

whenshearrived.

Precioussighed.Maduoisimpulsive.She

shouldn'tbedrivinglongdistanceswhilesheis

pregnant.

Precious:Okay.GuessIwilltalktoherlater.She

shouldn'tdrivelongdistancesaspregnantas

sheis.

Reba:Yeah.Gosiame.

Precious:Letmenotkeepyou.You'regood?



Reba:Eemma.I'm good.

Precious:Ok.Bye.

Shehungupandhestaredathisphonescreen

forafewsecondsbeforehewalkedoutofthe

room.

Hewalkedtotheloungeandhesighed.He

fuckedup.Shesawallofthat..She'sinhospital.

Hewalkedoutofthehouseandheadedtothe

car.Hestartedit.Hewasgoingtobuyherfood.

Hospitalfoodisterrible.Hesighed.

Atthehospital

Maduostaredupthewall.Herheartwasin

piecesbutthetearshaddriedup.Whatwasshe

lacking?Wasn'tsheenoughforamanlikehim?

Wasn'tsheprettyenough?



Disheturnhim offinsomeway?Wasn'tshe

matureforhim?Wasshetoochildishforhim?

Didsheannoyhim?Washesorryhegotcaught?

Washealwaysdoingthisandthistimeshe

caughthim intheact?

Thosequestionsplaguedhermindandshe

rubbedhertemples.Hereyeswereswollen

from thecryingbutshehadtostopcrying.Her

motherusedtosaycryingtoomuchandletting

hurtovercomeyoumightmakeyousick.She

wasalreadyinhospitalandsheshouldn't

endangerthebabies'lives.Theyneedher.They

aresurvivingbecausesheisstillalive.Theyare

theonlythingthatmattersrightnow.

Shesippedonthewaterbythebedsidetable.

Sheplacedtheglassdown.Shehadsomanh



questionsshewantedtoaskandshedidn't

havethepatiencetowait..

Therewasaknockatthedoor.

Maduo:Comein..

Hewalkedinholdingplasticsandheranger

wasreignitedyetagainjustbyseeinghim.

Reba:Ibroughtyousomethingtoeat.Thereisa

littlebitofeverything.

Heplacedtheplasticsbythebedsideandher

phonenexttothem.

Reba:I'llbringyouwarm clotheslater.

Shewasn'trespondingandhedeservedthat.

Reba:Isthereanythingyouneed?

Shekeptquietandhesawtheangerandhurtin

herswolleneyes.Shehadbeencryingandhe



feltmoreandmorelikethejerkhewas..

Reba:Okay....I'llcheckuponyouagainlater.

Hesadlywalkedtothedoor.

Maduo:Rebabedi?

Hersoftvoicemadehim turn.

Reba:Ma?

Maduo:nnahatsherebue(sitdownsothatwe

cantalk)

Reba:Eemma..

Hesatdownandhelookedather.Shesat

uprightandshefixedthepillow.Shedrank

somewaterandshelookedathim.Sheheld

backtears.

Maduo:Why?



Helookeddowninshame.

Maduo:Why?Ithoughtwetalkedabout

everythingRebabedi.Igaveyouallofme

Rebabedi.Mylove,soul,heartandbody.Youhad

itallRebabedi..

Reba:Kopamaitshwarelo...

Maduo:Sorrydoesn'tcutitbabe..

Sheheldbackthefreshbatchoftears.

Maduo:Itdoesn'tcutit.Notatall..

Reba:Iletmylibidocontrolme.I..

Hepausedasheliftedhisheadandlookedat

her.Shehadtearsinhereyes.Shewaswaiting

forhim tocontinue.

Reba:InmymindIknewthatIcouldn'tdo

certainstuffwithyou.You'repregnantandyou

won'ttoleratepain...Icravedthat.That

dominancetodowhateverIwanted..Itwasall

aboutsex..



Shelookedathim.Hejustsaidthat.

Maduo:Andyouneverbotheredtotellmeyou're

deepestdesires?Wow..

Atearfell..

Maduo:InourhouseRebabedi.Ourhouse..

Reba:Iwasn'tthinking..IneededthereliefandI

justgaveherdirectionstoourhouse..

Sheshookherhead.

Maduo:Wasitthefirsttime?

Henodded.

Maduo:Idon'tthinkIbelieveanythingthat

comesoutofyourmouthrightnow..

Reba:Iswear..

Heheldbacktears.

Maduoshookherhead.



Maduo:You'retheverysamepersonwhoswore

tomeandsaidyouwon'tcheatbutwell

well..(shakyvoice)

Reba:Thiswasthefirstandlasttime.IknowI

hurtyouMrsKgosi..

Shebitherlowerlip..

Maduo:Thisisjust...wow!Ididn'texpectyouto

dothattome.Tous?IfIdidn'tcome,wereyou

goingtotellme?

Reba:Eventually..

Maduo:Eventually..

Shenoddedherheadindisbelief.Thiswasnot

happening.

Maduo:Wasn'tyourconsciencetellingyouthat

you'rehurtingyourpregnantwife?

Reba:Itdid..

Maduo:Andyouignoredit?Rebabediareyou

hearingyourselfrightnow?I..yousee..whatI



sawwillforeverbeetchedinmymemory.You

ontopofherandgroaning.That

condom..everythingthatIsaw..Ican'teraseit

andithurtsmesobadRebabedi.I'm hurting..

Hercrackingvoicegottohim andhischest

tightened.

Reba:IknowIhurtyouMrsKgosi.I'm deeply

sorry..

Maduo:Youdon'thurtpeopleyouclaim tolove

RebabediandthesaddeningthingisIcan'thate

you.Iloveyousosomuch.Ican'thateyoueven

ifIwantedto.Ijusthateallthehurtyou're

puttingmethroughandIblamemyselffor

lettingyou,Ialreadydo..

Reba:Youdidnothingwrong..I'm theonewho..

Hislowerlipshookashelookedintohereyes.

Maduohardenedherheart.Shewasn'tgoingto

letherselfbemovedbyhistearsevenifit'sher



firsttimeseeinghim crybutnotthistime.

Maduo:Am Inotmatureenoughforyou?

Reba:You'reperfectMrsKgosi..Itwasjust

aboutthesex.You'reperfect..

Sheshookherhead..

Maduo:AndIcan't..Thisistoomuchforme.

RebabediyoubrokemeandthefunnythingisI

can'tseemyselfwithanotherman..

Hisheartstopped.Shewasalreadyconsidering

leavinghim.Adivorce?

Maduo:Youplayedmeforafool..Iaskedyou

lastweekifIshouldtrustyouandyousaidyes

andyoudothistome(crying)Tome

Rebabedi..inourhouse?Tous?Ourvows?Our

love?YoutarnishedallthememoriesIhadin

thathouse..It'sallonyou..

Hetriedtoholdherhandbutshemovedit.

Maduo:Don'ttouchmeanddon'tyoudarecry



Rebabedi.Oledisiwakebofhebe??kaoreyou

didthistous.Wehadagoodthinggoingand

youdidthistous.

Heblinkedbackthetears.

Maduo:BofhebeRebabedi.WhataboutHIVand

STIs?Younevereverusedtoprotectionwith

mehencewhyI'm pregnantandcan'tdocertain

stuffwithyou.Youcouldn'trespectme.GuessI

reallyam akidtoyouhuh?Ihatethatyoubroke

me.Ihatethatmyfirsteverythingismy

heartbreaker..

Shewipedthetears.Andhesaiditwasthefirst

timehecheatedonher.

Maduo:CanIseeyourphone?

HehandedittoherandshewashisLockscreen



andHomescreen.Shewentthroughhis

messagesbuttherewasnothing.Shewent

throughhiscalllogandshesawhermother's

calls.Sheignoredthatandwentthroughhis

callsyesterday.ShesawthenameToni.No

wonderheseemeddistantwhenshecalledhim.

Shewentthroughhiswholecallloganditwas

justthatToni.Soitwashisfirsttimecheating

onher.

Shehandedhim hisphoneandhetookit.

Maduo:Idon'ttrustyou.Youpreachedabout

trustandloyaltyandyouwerethefirstperson

tobreakit.Youknowwhatmymom saidabout

trust?Ifthereisnotrust,itcanleadtoatoxic

loveandIdon'twantthat.I..Idon'twantthatat

all.

Henodded.

Maduo:ItotallylostalltherespectIhadforyou.



Idon'tthinkthingswillevergobacktonormal.

JustgivemespaceRebabedi.Ineedtobeaway

from you.

Hebowedhishead.

Reba:AsyouwishMrsKgosi.Yourmother

called..

Maduo:Isaw.

Reba:Ooh..

Hestoodup.

Reba:Ihumblyapologize..

Maduo:Justgetout..

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Hestood

thereforsometimeandheheardhersniffs.

Shewasgone.Justlikethat.

.
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Atthehospital

Maduofinallyopenedtheplasticsanhourafter

heleftandshefoundherfavouritecravings.

Shesmiledabitassherubbedhertummy.

Maduo:I'm sorryyourfatherhadtoputyouin

dangerlikethat.He'sgonenow..



Shesaidwithasadsigh.Theywerejustsoso

happy.Andheruinedeverything.Justlikethat.

Sheateherfreshchipsandmagwinyabefore

sheopenedthegreensalad.Healthyeatingyet

again.Shefinishedeatingthesaladandplaced

thecontaineronthetable.Shegrabbedher

phoneanditwasoff.Sheswitchediton.She

waitedforafewminutesandthenmessages

camefloodingin.

Shewantedtocallhermotherbutshedidn't

knowwhatRebatoldher.ShedialedRethabile.

Rethabile:Hey..Ihavebeencallingyou..

Maduo:IwenttosleepwhenIarrived.

Rethabile:What'swrong?

Maduo:Nothing.I'm safelove..Iwillcallyou

tomorrowokay?



Rethabile:Okay..

Shehungupandlookedatthephone.Sheshed

afewtearsasshelookedatherphonescreen.

Heruinedthem.Therewasnothingwronganda

fewmomentsoflustledtoallofthis.Buther

heartcan'thatehim.Itrefusedtohatehim.Was

itbecausetheywereattachedtooneanother?

Wasitbecausetheywereonethatitrefusedto

hatehim forwhathedid?

Shedidn'tknowhonestly.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Hescrolleddownherpictureswithhim.She

alwayscomplainedaboutpicturequalityand

howhewasnotfair.Whydoeshisphonetake

betterpicturesthanhers..

Tearsfilledhiseyes.Hewasstupid.Hefucked



up.Heruinedher.Sheisalreadyquestioning

herselfforwhathedidtoher.Shedoesn'twant

him aroundher.Hemessedagoodthing.There

wasnothingwrongwiththeirmarriageandhe

messedup.

HedialedTyler'snumberthenhehungup.He

needstodealwiththisonhisown.Hewas

alonewhenhemessedup.Hedidn'tknowthat

helovedherthismuchbuttheprospectof

losingherwasdaunting.Hecouldn'timagine

anothermanraisinghiskids.Anotherman

beinghappywithher.Eveniftheyweremade

foreachotherhecouldn'timagineanotherman

withher.Ithurthim sodamnmuch.

Heputhishandsoverhisface.Everything

happenedsofastandheisnowfacingthe

prospectofbeingdivorcedoveramomentof

weakness.Onehefailedtoresist.Onehe

invitedinhishome..



Reba:Shiiit!(tearyvoice)

AtToni'shouse

Sheswallowedthetwomorningafterpillsjust

incase.Shesatdownandlookedbackatwhat

happened.Menwhereallthesameandit'sa

pityshewasthepersonherhusbandcheated

with.Themanhasgooddickandsheknewthat

inhershoes,hiswifewould'veranbacktohim.

Shewasdoneanddustedwiththischapter.

Neveragain.Shesatinfrontofthemirrorasshe

wrappedherhead.

ItwastimetomoveonToni.Shehadgoodsex

anditlastedhowitlasted.Ithappened.She



wasdone.Shetookherphoneanddeleted

Rebabedi'snumber.Shewasdone.Nowshe

hadtofindasperm donor.Oneshedoesn't

know.Thatmeanslessdramaandmore

happiness.Ifit'slikethatshehastotalclaim

overthechildorchildrenshebears.Theyare

hersalone.

Atthehospital

Tumiwalkedin.

Tumi:Howareyoufeeling?

Maduo:Abitbetter.HowlongwillIbehere?

Tumi:IwantedtokeepyoutillSundaybutifyou

aregoodprobablytomorrowafternoon.

Maduo:Oohokay.Thankyou..

Tumi:You'remypatient.Ineedyoutotakecare

ofyourself.Ifaxedyourreporttoyourdoctor



thatside.YouhaveascanonFriday.

Maduo:Okay.Ihopeit'sinthemorning..

Tumichuckled.Hereyeswereswollenandit

showsthatshehadbeencrying.Sheneededto

justrest..

Tumi:Itis..

Maduo:Good.Ihaveexamsstartinginthe

afternoon.

Tumi:Okay.Allthebestforyourexamsand

remembernostress.

Maduo:Okay..

Tumi:Willyoubefine?

Maduonodded.

Tumi:Okay.Iwillcheckonyouthroughthenight

sinceIam onthenightshift.

Maduo:Thankyouyetagain..

Tumisqueezedherhandandthenletitgo.



Tumi:It'spartofmyjobdescription.RestMaddy.

ShenoddedandTumiwalkedout.

Shepickedherphoneandshedialedherdad.

ShewantstogobacktoGabsimmediatelyafter

sheisdischarged.Shedoesn'twanttoseehis

face.

Herdadansweredonthethirdring.

Thabiso:Princess..

Sheclosedhereyes.Hewasthefirstmanwho

reallylovedher.Hewasflawedbutsheknewhe

wouldcomerunningifsheneedssomething.

Thabiso:Maddyareyouthere?

Shesniffed.

Maduo:Yes.PapaI...

Thetearsfelldownhercheeksandsheused



herotherhandtowipethem asfastasshecan.

Thabiso:What'swrongbaby?Talktome..

Maduo:Areyoubusy?

Thabiso:Notatall.I'm neverbusyforyou..

Maduo:Canyoucomeover?Ineedyoudad..

Thabiso:Okayangel..

Maduo:WhenyouarriveinFrancistowncallme..

Thabisocouldhearthesadnessinhervoice.

Maduo:Thankyou.Iloveyoudad.

Thabiso:Iloveyoumoreprincess..

Shehungupandsheburstintotears.Thiswas...

AtPrecious'place

ThabisolookedatPrecious.



Thabiso:Ihavetogo..

Precious:Why?Whathappened?

Thabiso:Maddysaysshe'snotfineandfrom her

voiceyoucouldhearthatshewasabouttocry..

Precioussighed.

Precious:Okay.You'regoingtodrivethroughout

thenight.

Thabiso:Seemsso.Iwillupdateyou.Maybe

somethinghappened.

Precious:Alright.

Thabisowenttothwbedroom wherehequickly

packedanovernightbag.Justthreehoursand

hewillbethere.Itwasonly8pm sohewill

arriveandhewillhearwhatshehastosay

tomorrowmorning.

.
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Thefollowingmorning

Maduo'sphonerangandsheansweredit.

Maduo:Dad?

Thabiso:I'm here..

Maduogavehim directionstothehospital.



Thabiso:Whendidyougetadmitted?

Maduo:Yesterday..

Thabisosighed.

Thabiso:I'm onmyway.

Maduo:Okay..

Shehungupandplacedherphonedown.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Hepackedafewwarm clotheaforherina

smallbag.Hewilljustdropthem offandgive

herthespacesheneeds.Yeahjustdropoffthe

clothes.

Whenhewasdoneheplacedthebagonthe

bed.Andmaybegetsomebreakfastforher.

Thatsoundedlikeaplan.



Heheadedtotheshower.Heignoredhis

headacheashestoodinthemiddleofthe

shower.

Atthehospital

Tumiwalkedinsideherroom.Hershiftwas

almostover.

Tumi:Goodmorning.

Maduo:Hiidoc..

Tumi:Yousoundmuchbetterthanyesterday.

Maduo:Yeah..IguessIneededtherest.Isit

goodnews?

Tumi:Yes.Iwasmonitoringyouallnightand

yourbloodpressureisbacktonormal.

Maduo:That'sgood.



Tumi:YouknowthemantraMaddy..

Maduo:Nostress.

Tumi:Exactly..

Maduo:Gotitdoc.Thisisthefirstandlasttime

Ilandinhospitalbecauseofstress...

Tumi:YoubetterkeepthatpromiseMrsKgosi.

Maduo:Iwilldomyabsolutebest.

TherewasadoorknockandMaduosquinted

hereyes.

Tumi:Comein..

Herfatherwalkedinsidetheroom.

Tumi:Hi..

Maduo:Dadmydoctor,docmydad.

Tumi:Nicetomeetyou.Iwillgogettherelease

formsreadyokay?



Shenodded.

Herfatherlookedather.Shehadeyebagsand

itwasevidentthatshehadbeencrying.

Thabiso:Talktomebaby..

Shedidn'twanttotellthem asofyet.Shejust

wantedherdadtodropheroffatGaborone.It

wasstillearly.

Thabisolookedatherandsheseemedlikeshe

wasfightingwithherselfinwhethertotellhim

ornot.

Thabiso:Didhehurtyou?

Maduojustnodded.Thatwasasfarasshewas

goingtogowiththisissue.Itwasstillfresh.It

onlyhappenedyesterday.

Thabiso:thatbastard(underhisbreath)



Thabisowipedhertears.

Thabiso:Ishethereasonyou'rehere?

Shenoddedyetagain.

Thabiso:Don'tcry.I'm hereokay?

Shenoddedashehuggedher.Shebrokedown

inhisarms.Sheneededthathug.Shewanted

tofeelsafe.

Thabiso:Itwillbeokay,okay?

Shenodded...

Rebaparkedthecarinhospitalparkinglotand

hewalkedoutholdingherglasses,abagand

breakfast.

HewasstoppedbyTumionhiswaytoher

room.

Tumi:MrKgosi..wellthepersonIwantedtosee.

Followme.



Hecuriouslyfollowedhertoheroffice.

Shesatdownandhandedhim theforms.

Tumi:Wearedischargingher.Thebabiesare

okay.Bloodpressureisbacktonormal.Allshe

needstotoistobestressfree.

Henoddedasheplacedwhathewasholding

onthechair.Shegavehim thepenandhe

signedtheforms.

Reba:Done.

Tumi:Thankyou.Youcangoseeherandtellher

thegoodnews.

Henodded.

Hepickedthestuffhewasholdingandwalked

outoftheoffice.Hewalkedtoherroom.He

struggledtoopenthedoorbecauseofthe

thingshewasholdingbutheopeneditinthe



end.

Hisheartpoundedwhenhesawhisfatherin-

law.

Reba:Dumelang..

HewasconfortingMaddy.Hecautiouslyplaced

theitemsdown.

Reba:Ibroughtyourglasses,changeofclothes

andbreakfast.

Shecriedsomemorewhenhespoke.

Thabiso:It'sokaybaby..

Hecomfortedherandshecalmeddown.Helet

hergogentlyandgaveRebaanevileye.

Thabiso:Ithinkweneedtotalk.Outsideher

room.

Heswallowedabit.

Theywalkedoutsideherroom andkeptwalking



tilltheygotoutsidethehospitalandreached

theparkinglot.

JustasRebawasabouttotalkapunchlanded

onhisjaw.

Heliftedhisheadandanotherpunchonhis

nose.

Thabiso:That'sforhurtingher.Formakingher

cry..

Anotheronelandedonhisotherjaw.Itwasnot

asifhecan'tfightbackbuthedeservethattoo.

HehurtMaddy.

Thabisojustpunchedhim onemoretime.He

didn'twanttoseetearsinhereyesand

whateverhedid,hebetterfixit.

Thabiso:Whateveryoudid,fixitfast..Ican'thave

mypregnantdaughterstressedoutbecauseof

youtothepointthatshelandsinhospital.

Thereismoretocomeifyoucontinuehurting

her.



HewalkedawayasRebatouchedhisnose.

Blood.

Hewasgoingtobebruisedforafewdays.He

walkedtohiscarandsupportedhimselfagainst

it.

Thabisowalkedbacktoherroom.

Maduo:ThedoctorsaysI'm goodtogo.Letme

gofreshenup.

Shesaidassheslowlygotoffthebed.She

headedtotherestroom andThabisosatdown.

Whenshewasdoneandallfreshsheworeher

glassesandtookherphoneandbag.She

lookedatthefoodherbroughtanddecidedto

leaveit.

Maduo:Wecangonowdad..



Thabiso:Wherearewegoing?

Maduo:I'm goingbacktoGaboronedad.Please.

Justforme..

Shegavehim herpuppyeyesandhesighed.

Thabiso:Fine..

Heheldthebagforherassheheldherphonein

herhand.HewasgoingtotellPreciousthe

eventsthatunfoldedthisside.

ThewalktotheparkinglotwassilentasMaduo

decidedtostopthinkingabouthim andhowhe

hurther.Shehadexamsstartingthisweek.

TheywalkedpastRebaandsheignoredthe

smallcrackherhearthadwhenshesawhis

beatenupface.

Rebawatchedherwalkawayandhesighed.He

fuckedupbad.Hereallydidmessupforhis



ownwifetowalkpasthim asifheneverexisted.

TheygotintothecarandThabisolookedathis

daughter.

Thabiso:What'sgoingonMaddy?

Maduo:Ican'ttellyouguysasofyetbutIwillbe

okay.

Thabiso:Areyousure?Youliterallyignoredyour

husband..

Maduo:Iwillbeokay.

Shesaidwithasadsighasherfatherstarted

thecar.Shewilltalktohermother.Shewasn't

goingtotellthem aboutthecheatingasofyet.

Sheheldherphoneandpushedherglasses

back.

Afewdayslater



RebaarrivedatthehospitalinGaboroneThere

hadbeennocommunicationforthepastfive

daysandhewassurethagtodaywasher

appointmenttothedoctorsincethedoctoralso

notifiedhim.

From thelookofthingsshewasnotgoingto

tellhim anything.

Heknewwheretheynormallydidthescans.He

madehiswaythere.Helookedatthegoldband

onhisfinger.Hesighed.

HeknockedandhefoundMaddytherelyingon

thebed.Hersmileddisappearedwhenhereyes

landedonhim.

Dr:Wellyou'reontimeMrKgosi,Ithoughtyou

weren'tcomingin.



Reba:Wouldn'tmissitfortheworld.

Hestoodnexttoherandhelookedatthe

screenasthedoctormovedthewandoverher

belly.

Dr:Fivemonthsnow..doyouguyswanttoknow

thesexofthebabies?

Maduo:Yesplease..

Dr:Wellitseemslikewe'rehavingaboyanda

girl.

Shesmiled.Thebabiesweretheonlygood

thinginherlifeatthemoment.

Thedoctorhandedheratissuetowel.

Dr:Letmeprintthescansandgiveyouyour

dailysupplements.

Shenoddedasthedoctorwalkedout.

Therewasapalpablesilencebetweenthetwo..

Reba:I'm sor..



Maduo:Saveit.

Withthatheshutup.Thedoctorwalkedin

minuteslaterandhandedthem thescanandit's

copies.ShehandedMaduohersupplements.

Maduo:Thankyoudoc..

Shegotoffthebedandsheheldherbag.

Reba:Thankyoudoc..

Shemodded.Shecouldsensethetension

betweenthetwobutitwasnoneofher

business..

Theywalkedoutsidethehospital.

Reba:Icandropyo..

Maduo:Icantakeataxi.Haveagoodday

Rebabedi.

Withthatshewalkedpasthim andwentto



catchataxi.Shewasstillwearinghisring.

Therewasalittlebitofhope.

Maduogotinsidethetaxianddirectedittotake

herhome.Sheneededtorestbeforeherexam

lateron.

Rebagotinsidehiscarandheglancedathis

phone.Hesawthemissedcallsfrom Tyler.He

sighedashestartedthecar.Hedroveatalow

speedtothrhouseinGaborone.Hewassure

thatshehadarrived.

Heparkedoutsidethegateandhesliditashe

walledinsidetheyard.Heknockedatthedoor

andsheopenedit.

Maduo:Can'tyoujusttakethehint?Stayaway

from me..Idon'twantyounearme.



Reba:MrsKgosiIstillapologize.

Maduo:WordsmeannothingRebabedi.Nothing.

Youhurtme.Yousleptwithawomaninour

matrimonialhouse.Isawyouontopofher.You

guyswerehavingfun.Rebajuststopwiththe

fakeapologies.Nothingyoudowillmakeme

movepastallofthat..

Heswallowedpainfully.Shewassayingallof

thatwithsomuchconvictionandshewasn't

battinganeyelid.

Hefellonhiskneesinfrontofherandshejust

lookedathim.

Maduo:Ithinkwearedone..

Reba:Maduokeaikokobetsahapelegago.Ke

kopamaitshwareloMmaKgosi(MaduoIam

humblingmyselfbeforwyou.Iam beggingfor

yourforgivenessMrsKg)

Maduo:Rebawhatyoudidcannotbe

undone(tearfully)HonestlyIam notmovedby



yourapology.Youwereplanningoncheating

andyoudidit.Fine!Ican'tmovepastthis.I

cannotRebabedi,youcancrymeariverbutIam

notgoingtobemoved.Youbetrayedmeyou

fuckingbastard.Youbetrayedmeandthe

betrayalcutdeep..Stayawayfrom me.Don't

callme.Fordoctor'sappointmentsIwillsenda

text.That'sit.Wetalkaboutthekidsonly.I

don'tseeanusanymore...

Withthatsheclosedthedoor.Alonetearfell.It

wasover.Doneforgood.Shewasgone.

Hegotupanddustedhisknees.Hesadly

walkedtohiscar.Heclosedthegateandgot

insidethecar.Histearsfellsilentlyasheplaced

hisheadonthesteeringwheel.

Tenminuteslaterhesighedashewipedhis

tears.HecallledTylerbackandplacedhim on



loudspeakerasheplacedthephonedown.

Reba:Tyler,it'sover.

Tyler:Don'tsaythatman..

Reba:Ifuckedupsobad..

Tyler:Younevertoldmewhatyoudid..

Hesighedashetoldhim.

Tyler:Youmessedupprettybad..sheisstillhurt

Reba,givehertimeandspace.Letherbe..

Reba:Shesaidthereisnous..

Tyler:Youguysaremeanttobe,youmightbe

apartbutthatloveyousharewillcomeback

from thedead..

Reba:It'sjust...

Tyler:RememberwhatItoldyouthattimeat

Jwaneng?Youareanaturallydominantperson

butthewayyoucraveit,isnotnormal.You

neverdealtwithpasttraumasandyouwantthe



powertheytookawayfrom you..

Reba:...

Tyler:Myman..Youmessedup.TheMrsisgone.

Idon'tknowwhatshemightdoatthispointbut

Rebadotherapy.Ifnotforyourownsakethen

forherorthekids..Justworkonyourselfand

dealwiththepast.Doasshesays.Stayaway

from her.Don'tcallher.Giveherthespaceshe

needs.Don'tpesterherabouttoforgiveyou

becauseshewon't.Youadmittedyoumessed

upandyouapologizedit'sfine..dotheparents

andeldersknow?

Reba:No..

Tyler:Shestilllovesyouthatmuchtoprotect

youregoandpridebynottellingpeoplewhat

happened.Justdoasshesaysandletherdeal

withthisonherown.JustdotherapyRebabedi.

Toputitbehindyou,onceandforall.Workon

yourselfsothatbythetimeshedecidesto



comebackshefindsabetterhusbandand

father.

Reba:Ihearyou..

Tyler:Good.Whateveryoudo,allthebestand

youknowIgotyouwheneveryouneedme.

Reba:Thankyou..

Hehungupandthoughtfullylookedatthe

dashboard.Hesighed.Heshouldletherbe.

Whateverthat'smeanttohappenwillhappen.

Hedialedhislawyer'snumber.

Him:Rebabedi,whatapleasantsurprise.

Reba:Hi,canwemeettomorrow?Iknowit'sa

Saturdaybutit'surgent.

Him:Sure..

Reba:Thankyou..



Hehungupandthrewhisphoneonthe

passengerseat.Hestartedthecar.Helooked

atthehouseonemoretimeandhedroveaway

*

*

*

*
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AtGaborone

Ibegyoupleaseholdon

Lovedon'tcomeeasytous



Andit'skillingmetohangonandhopeit's

enough

SoIwasjustwondering

Couldyoutellmeisitallawasteoftime?

Areyouleavingmylovebehind?

Baby,saythewordandletmeknow

Yougottagivemesomething

IswearthatIwon'ttrytochangeyourmind

Ifyou'releavingmylovebehind

Baby,saythewordandletmego

Thesongplayedviathesoundsystem ofthe

rentedcar.Helookedaheadashestoppedby

theredlight.Hebreathedin.Itwasover.Hefelt

itandsurprisinglyhewasn'tsurehowtofeel

aboutit.Hisphonerangandhejustloweredthe

volumeofthesongandheputthephoneon



loudspeaker.

Reba:Hello.

Him:Howwasit?

Reba:Theappointmentwasokay..Thebabies

arefineandsheisfineorsoshesaid.Ithink

shelostabitofweightsinceI'veseenherfrom

ourlastencounter.

Him:Andhowdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Reba:IwashurtandIstillam.Sheseemsso

stressedoutandIcan'tdonothingaboutit

sincesheaskedforspace.Iam givingittoher

butbythelooksofit,mymarriageisover.She

wascold.

Him:Youdidn'tdoanythingstupid?

Reba:Nodoc.Ihadtorestrainmyselffrom

pullinghertowardsmeandapologizingallover

again.IstillloveherandIwishtotakeherpain

away...doc....



Him:Rememberspace.Respectthat.

Reba:Irememberedthat.You'renottheonly

onewhoremindsmetorespectherspace.Even

mybrothersaysthesamethingoverandover

again.

Him:Iwasholdingmybreaththinkingthat

you'regoingtorelapseafterseeingher..

Reba:Thathadbeenstupidofme.Ihadbeen

cleanforyearsbut....

Him:Wearewaypastthecocaine.Youalmost

died.

Heplacedhisheadonthesteeringwheel.

Reba:Iknow.Thistherapythingisstillnewto

meandIalwaysusedsexasacoping

mechanism toreleasethefrustrationandsince

thatsexledtomebreakingmymarriage,I

slippedbackintooldhabits.Justtoescapeit

all...



Thepsychologistchuckled.Rebasighed.First

weekhadhithim hardsincehiswifehadjust

cuthim offwiththeaddedfactthathehadto

relivehispastthroughtherapy.Heendedup

buyingcokeandforthefirsttimeinyearshe

gothighandoverdosed...

Rebaparkedtherentedcarintheparkingspot.

Him:YounearlydiedRebabedi.

Reba:Nooneknowsthat.

Him:Iknowbutstill.IfIhadn'tshownupontime

youwouldbedeadbynow...

Rebasighed.

Reba:I'm workingonthepast.Itookaleavefor

thewholeofDecember.

Him:Whereareyou?

Reba:Airport.Iwanttoseeifthemoversare

doneinFrancistownafterthisandthenleave

thecityforawhile.



Him:Okay.Callmeifthereisaproblem.

Reba:Sure.

Hehungupandheplacedhisheadonthe

steeringwheel.

Hisphonerangandhesawthecalleridbefore

heanswered.

Reba:Sasha..

Sasha:Heybro.Weareplanningasurprise

birthdaypartyforyourwife,weneedyouto

distractherforus.Youdoknowthatnextweek

isherbirthday..

Herubbedhishead.Everyonethoughtthey

werehappyandhedidn'tknowhowtotellthem

thatbythelooksofitthey'reseparated.Hedarn

knewthatshewasgoingtobe19nextweek

andhestillhadtorespectherspace.



Reba:I..Sasha..Iwillbeoutoftownforsome

time..

Sasha:Wait..Idon'tfollow.

Reba:Ican'tattendtheparty.Ihavetogo.

Hehungupandgotoutofthecar.Hewalkedto

thetrunkandtookhissuitcase.

Hecheckedinsidethecartoseeifheleft

anythingbehindbuttherewasnothing.He

lockedthecarandpassedbythestallwherehe

gotthekeys.Hepaidandwalkedinsidethe

airport.

Hedialedhislawyer'snumber.

Reba:Hello..whenareyougoingtocourierthe

documents?

Him:Theyshouldbedeliveredbyherdoorstep

bytodayafternoon.Around2pm.



Reba:Okay.That'sgood.Thankyou.

Hehungupashejoinedtheline.Herubbedhis

jawashewalkedforward.

AtMaduo'splace

Shesatontheclosedtoiletseatassherubbed

herface.Heseemedcomposedandseeinghim

afterthreeweekswaslikeapunchtothegut.

Helookedfreshandhehadgotabitbufferthan

thelasttime.

Shesawthewaytheshirttightenedaroundhis

arms.Thiswasstressingher.Ontopofthather

doctorcalledheroutonherweightloss.She

wassupposedtobegaininginsteadoflosing

weight.



Sheheldbacktears.Sheneedstogetoutof

thisplace.Gohome.

Herexamswereoverandthistimeshewasn't

sureifshedidwellornot.Shewasstressed

andshekeptonwonderingifhehadabody

nexttohim togiveintohisdesires.

Sheaskedforspaceandhegaveittoherbut..

Sheshookherhead.

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebasinwhere

sheopenedthetapandsplashedwateronher

face.Maybetomorrowsheshouldbeonthe

firstbusoutofGaborone.Everyonewas

cluelessaboutwhathappenedandshewas

determinedtokeepitthatwaytillsheknows

whatthewayforwardis.



Shewalkedtothebedroom andgrabbedher

phone.ShesawRethabile'smissedcalls.

Shesighedandcalledherback.

Rethabile:ThankGodyohanswered,areyou

done?

Maduo:withthedoctor'sappointment?Yes..

Rethabile:Iwanttotakeyouout.Youhavebeen

downMads..

Maduo:I'm notinthemoodtogoout..

Rethabile:Iknowyoumustmissyourhusband

butcheerupbubbles.Imissthatsmileandthat

laughofyours.Iam nottakingnoforan

answer..

Maduo:ThabiI..

Rethabile:Iam comingthereinafew..byee..

Shehungupandshesighed.



ShewenttoherWhatsAppandeversincehe

hasneverbeenonline.EvenonFacebookhe

wasneveronline.Shethrewherphoneonthe

bedandsatdown.

Sheheldbacktears.Thiswaseatingheralive

andtheimageofhim ontopofherrefusedto

goawayandshebadlywantedtohatehim but

shecouldn't.

Hertearsfellasshethoughtabouttheir

encounteralmostamonthagowhenhebegged

forherforgiveness.Wasshetooharsh?

Should'veshegivenhim asecondchance?

Shewasfindingithardnottocentreher

thoughtsaroundhim everyday.Achangeof

environmentwilldohergood.Shewassureher

parentswon'tmindhavingherovereventhough

theyknownothing.Shewasstilltheirdaughter



regardlessofhermaritalstatus.

Adoorknockdistrubedherthoughtsandshe

stooduponherfeet.Sherubbedherbelly.

Maduo:Akickoranythingsothatmommyisn't

sadmybabies?

Shesaidasshewalkedoutoftheroom andshe

headedtothelounge.Shegottothedoorand

openedit.

Rethabilewalkedinsidethehouse.Maduo

closedthedoor.

Rethabile:You'redone?

Maduo:I'm notinthemoodforpeople..

Rethabile:Youhavebeendown.Whathappened

inFrancistown?

Maduo:Nothing.



Rethabile:Itdoesn'tlooklikenothing.Maddy

you'realwaysdown.EverydayandIcansee

throughthefakesmilesyoukeeponpassing.

RethabilesatdownandMaduosatdownnext

toher.

Maduo:Ijustneedabreakfrom itall.Exams

werestressful.

Rethabile:Maduoyou'relying.Examsnever

shookyouatall.That'sacompletelie.

Shesighed.Shestillwasn'tgoingtosaybutit

waskillingherinside.Hereallygaveherspace?

Hewasn'tfightingfortheirmarriage?Henever

reallylovedherdidhe?Thatbroughttearsto

hereyesandsheswallowedtearfully.

Thatbastardneverlovedher.Hewasn'tlooking

horrible,likeamanwholosttheloveofhislife



andhewasevensmilingatherasifeverything

wasokay.Onceuponatimetheyhaditalland

somewheredownthelineheruinedit.Sheis

brokenherealoneandthefunnypartwasthat

shestillcravedhim.Shestillbelievedhecanfix

her.Shegotangryatthefactthathebroke

whatwasneverbrokenandRethabilesawthe

differentemotionsonherface.Shedidn'tknow

whatwaswrongnow..

Tearsburnedhereyesandshewantedto

scream andshout.Hitsomething..

SheendedupburstingintotearsandRethabile

justplacedherheadonherlap.

Rethabile:Sshh..sweetheartit'sgoingtobeokay.

Shejustcriedasthesobsshookher.Rethabile

heldhertightly.Sherubbedherbackandlether

cryitallout.

.



.

*

*

*

*

*
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AtMaduo'shouse

Shestoppedcryingandshelookedup.Hereyes

werealreadyredandwerestartingtoswell.



Rethabile:Areyouokay?

Maduo:Yeah..Ineededthatcryingjag.

Rethabile:What'swrongMaddy?

Maduo:It'sjust...Ican'ttellyourightnow.

Rethabilesighed.

Rethabile:Butwhateveritis,it'sstressingyou

andbabewedon'twantyoustressed.

Maduo:Iwillbeokay.Maybeachangein

environment.

Rethabile:Doesheknowyou'rebreakingdown

likethis?

Sheshookherhead.

Rethabile:Tellhim.Theexamsareliterallyover

andit'sDecemberbabes.

Shenodded.

Rethabile:Washyourface,I'm stilltakingyouout

tocheeryouup.



Rethabilehelpedherstandupandsheheaded

tothebathroom.

Thabisighed.Maduohasneverbrokedownlike

thatandshehopedwhateveritwas,shewas

goingtosortitout.

Afewhourslater

Rebaarrivedattheairportandhewalkedtothe

parkinglotwherehiscarwas.

Heunlockedthecarandgotin.Hehadto

rememberthatsheneededspace.Awayfrom

him andthepainfulmemorieshebrought.He

hurtherandhewaspreparedtodoanything

shewantsevenifit'sadivorce.Hewilllether

be.

Hestartedthecarandreversedoutofthe



parkinglot.Hedrovetothebmaingateand

feom thereonhejoinedthemainroad.Fornow

asTylersaid,heshouldfocusonhealingfrom

thepastandtrytobeabetterhusbandincase

shedoesdecidedtogivehim asecondchance.

Asafather,hewillbethereforhischildren.

That'sonetaskhesworeonhisfather'sgrave

thathewon'tfuckup.

Hisphonerangandheputitonloudspeaker.

Reba:Rebaspeaking.

Tyler:Yougoodman?

Reba:Ithinkso..

Tyler:Sashatoldmeaboutthesurpriseparty

they'replanning.

Reba:I'm notgoing.Isureashellknowthey

won'tbeanypartyatmyhouse..

Tyler:Shestillwantsspace?



Reba:Weareliterallytwostrangerswhoshare

children.Butshestillwearsmyring.

Tyler:asyoudohers.Atthispoint,Idon'tknow.

Reba:Metoo.ButIwillcourierapackagetogive

toher.Idon'tknowifshewilltakeitornot.I'll

beoutoftownfortwoweeksandthereisno

signalthatsidebutIwillcalatleastoncea

weekifIcanfindgoodnetworkstrength.

Tyler:Whereareyougoing?

Hetoldhim.

Reba:Justdon'ttellanyone.

Tyler:Okay.Youcantrustmeman.

Reba:Thankyou.

Hiscarturnedonthecurve.

Reba:Ihavetogo...

Tyler:Okayman..Istillhavehopeforthebothof

you.



Reba:You'rebetterthanme.Iknowmywife.

Onceshemakesuphermind,shestickswith

herdecisionso...

Tylersighed.

Tyler:Hopeneverkilledanyone.

Reba:YeahbutIdon'twantthem tobetoohigh

andwhenshedecidedtoleaveme,Iwillbe

shatteredagain.Iknowgorekemodiritse

phoso.EtonalegoneandIhavetolivewiththe

factthatmywifesawthat.I'm herfirst

everythingincludingaheartbreak.I...

Hebithislowerlip.

Reba:ButregardlessofthatIwishwecanwork

outthings.Iknowsheprotectedmyegoand

pridebynottellingthefamily.Theywould've

beenonmyneckiftheyknew..Butinthecase

whereourseparationisgonnalasttillshegives

birth,Iwilltellthem myself.Atthatpoint,allhope

willgoneandIwilljustfocusonthekids.



Tylerlookedup.RebalovedhersomuchandI

guessittookhim losingherjusttoseehow

scaredhewasoflosingher.

Tyler:Don'tbenegativeReba.

Reba:Shesaiditherself.Thereisnous

anymore.Andifshemovesonwithanother

man..

Heswallowedtearfully.Thatthoughthurtbutit

wasreality.Maddywasagreathumanbeing

andhefuckeditup.Thegoodthingtheyhad

going,hedestroyeditandnowheretheyare.

Reba:Iwillletherbe.Shedeservesnothingbut

happinessandallthegoodthingslifecanoffer

her.Iknowsheismy'chosen'butIruinedit.

Maybewewillmakeourwaytoeachotherafter



yearsandthat'sstillokay.

Tylercouldhearthepaininhisvoice.

Tyler:Butwillyoubehappy?

Reba:Forthekids?Iwillhavetobehappyand

contentwiththem.

Tyler:Ifeellikeyou'regivinguptooeasily.Fight

forher.

Reba:HowcanIfightforherforgivenessifI'm

theonewhobrokehertrust?Ishouldlether

forgivemewhenshefeelslikeit.

Tylerchuckled.

Tyler:kareokatseebonolo..

Reba:Mxm..(laughing)

Tyler:Okay.Youcansendwhateverpackage

you'resayingyou'regonnasendandIwill

deliverit.



Reba:Okayman.Thanks.

Heturnedtotherightandhedrovealongthe

streetwherethenewhousewaslocated.Tyler

hungupandheparkedbythesideofthehouse.

Thesecuritypeoplehadsetthepasswordsand

everythingwassortedout.

Hisphonerangonceagain.

Heansweredit.

Reba:Hello.

Him:Thedocumentshavearrived.Wearegoing

todeliverthem totheaddressyousent.

Reba:Finally.Aftershesignsyoucanprocess

them now.Ihopeshewon'tbedifficultaboutit

all.

Him:From whatyousaid,yourwifeisalevel

headedperson.



Reba:Sheispregnant,sohormones..

Him:Ihearyou.Shecandropthem offatthe

branchthatsideandIwillpersonallyprocessit

all.

Reba:Okay.Ihaveafewamendmentsandnew

assetsIneedtoaddtomywill.

Him:Aretheytiedtothedocumentsshewillbe

signing?

Reba:Inawayyeah..

Him:When?

Reba:Ifyou'reattheofficetoday,Imightdropin

andgiveyouthelistofthenewacquiredassets.

Him:WellyoucancomeanytimeMrKgosi.

Reba:Okay.Letmewrapupthingshere,Iwillbe

thereintwohours.

Hehungupandheenteredthepasscode.The



gateslidopenandhewalkedin.Heheadedto

thebackwherehesawthwpool.Itwasclean

andtheshadesthereweretheonesheordered.

Hehadtomakeeverythingaschildfriendlyas

hepossiblycan.

Thepoolwasshallowbecausehischildrenwill

livehere.Iftheirmotherallowsthem toanyway.

Hewalkedtothefrontdoorandheenteredthe

passcode.Thedoorunlockedandheslidit

open.Hewalkedinandwellthisonewasabit

differentfrom theprevioushouse.Adouble

storeywiththekids'nurserydownstairs.He

walkedaround.Everythingwasunwrappedfrom

theplasticanditlookedgood.

Heslidhishandsinhispocketsashewalkedto

thenursery.Whenheisbackhewillstart

workingonit.Hewashavingaboyandalittle



girl.Wow!Hewonderediftheykicked.Hedid

researchanditsaidfrom fivemonthsonecan

feelthekicks.Hehopeditwasn'tpainfuland

thatshesmiledeverytimehiskidskickedinher

stomach.

HefuckedupGod!!Heruinedeverythingandit

hurtlikehellthathecan'tholdher.Heblinked

backthetears.Shehadhim athermercyandat

thispointhewouldanythingtoholdherbuthe

neededtorespectwhatevershesaid.She

wantedspaceandthat'swhatheshould

respect.Likeotheryearshewillspendhis

Christmasholidaysalone.Hemightkeep

himselfbusywiththenursery..

AtMaduo'splace

ShelaughedatwhatRethabilesaid.Theyhad

goneoutandsheevendidalittlebitof



shoppingforthebabies.Theromperswerecute

andthatledhertobuyingmoreclothesfor

them.

Rethabilemassagedherbareback.

Rethabile:You'regoingtopaymeforthis

Maduo..

Maduo:Doitforyougodchildren..

Rethabile:Don'tbringthebabiesintothis..

ShekneadedthoseknotsandMaduofeltthe

tensionleaveherbody.

Rethabile:Stopstressingandgohome.

Maduo:TakingthefirstbusoutofGaborone

tomorrowmorning.

Rethabile:Good..

ShecontinuedmassagingherbackandMaduo

sighed.Thiswasgood.

Rethabile:Nostresstheseholidays.



Maduo:Idon'tknowifIpassedorfailed.

Rethabile:Examsendedaweekagoandresults

nextweek.Relax.Ocrackakerewena..

Maduochuckled.

Maduo:I'm not..

Rethabile:Besidesyouhavepeopletohelpyou.I

meanSasha'scourseisalmostsimilartoyours

andyourmanisalsointofinance.

HersmilefadedwhenshementionedReba.

Maduo:Yeah..

WhenRethabilewasfinallydoneshestoodup.

Rethabile:Plusyouneedtogainabit..I'llbein

thekitchenmma..

Shewalkedoutoftheroom andMaduoslowly

gotoutofbed.Shewalkedtothemirror.

Sheheldherbreastupwithherhand.Theywere



sosoreitwasnotevenfunny.

Shedidn'thavealotofstretchmarksbutdamn

hertummywashugeforsomeonewhoisa

weekawayfrom beingsixmonthspregnant.

Shejustputonherbraandahugeteewhich

seemedsmallbecauseofherprotrudingbelly.

Shejustletitbeandsheworeagownontop.

ShewalkedtothekitchenwhereRethawas

busyraidingherfridge.

Rethabile:IknowweateattownbutI'm still

goingtomakeyousomethingtoeat.

Maduo:Iknowyou'regonnadoitanyway.

Maduoheardthegateslidingopen.Theydidn't

lockit

Shewalkedtotheloungeandsatdown.Adoor

knockthenfollowedandshewenttoopenthe

door.



Him:Afternoonmam.I'm lookingforMrsKgosi..

Maduo:Thatwouldbeme.

Him:Iwouldlikeyoutosignhere..

Shetookthepenandclipboardasshesigned.

Hehandedherthebrownenvelope.

Him:Haveagooddaymam.

Hewalkedawayandsheturnedtheenvelope.

Whatwasthis?

Sheclosedthedoorandlookedatthebrown

enevelope.

.

.

*

*

*

*
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AtMaduo'splace

Shesatdownandlookedattheenvelopeagain.

Rethabile:What'swrong?

Sheaskedshoutingfrom thekitchen.

Maduo:Justadelivery.

Rethabile:Ooh..

Maduocarefullyopenedtheenvelopeandshe



breathedinbeforesheslidherhandin.She

tookoutthedocumentsandshelookedatthem.

Shequicklyperusedthroughthem.Shewas

confusednow.

Shehadsharesinhisfamilycompany?Hegave

hershares?Shefrowned.Shewentthroughthe

others.Atrustfund?Ajointaccounttoo?He

madeatrustfundforthechildrenandshehad

tosignthedocuments.

Wellthatwaseasy.Shewillhavetoread

everythingandsignit.Whereshouldshedrop

them offthen?Orhewillcomepickupthe

documents?

Shelookedatthebrownenvelopeagain.She

lookedinsideandshesawasmallwhite

envelope.Shetookitoutandfrowned.Itwas

hishandwritingandhehadaddressedheras

MrsKgosi.



Shecuriouslyopeneditandshetookoutthe

handwrittenletter.Itwasnotthatlong.

Shebreathedinandoutbeforeshestarted

reading...

'DearMrsKgosi

Ihopeyou'rewellandthekidsaren'ttroubling

you.Isentdocumentsthatneedyoursignature

onthem.Ifyouwentthroughthetrustfund

documents,thechildrenwillhaveaccesstotheir

moneywhentheyare21.IalreadyhaveP1

millioninthataccountandIwillbedepositing

monthly.Youarefreetoalsodepositifyou

want.

Therearealsodocumentsforthejointaccount.

Idepositedmoneytheretooandyouarefreeto

dothatifyouwant.Therearesharesinyour

nametoo.Attachedtothisletteristheaddress



ofthelawfirm you'retodropoffthedocuments.

LastlyIam sorryandIwishIcanundowhatI

didbutIcan't.Stayingawayfrom youisnotme

beingweakornotfightingforourmarriage,Iam

justdoingasyousaybecausethistimeIam the

oneinthewrongandyouhavethepower.

You'remyweaknessMrsKgosi,Iam really

sorry.Ifyouneedanything,callTyler.Hewill

knowhowtocontactmesinceIwillbeoutof

townforafewweeks.WhenIcomeback,Iwill

tellthefamilywhathappenedbeforetheystart

askingquestionsandIwilltakewhatever

punishmentthatcomesmyway.IloveyouMrs

RebabediKgosi.IusedaletterbecauseIknew

youweregoingtoreaditnomatterhowangry

youarewithme.

Kagorataautwa?'



Hesignedtheletterandshecouldn'tbelieve

thatshewasreaditinhisbaritonevoice.She

didn'tknowwhattodo.Hewasgoingtotell

them?Whereishegoing?MaybeTylerwilltell

herandshewillseewhattodo.Sheplacedit

backintheenvelope.Shesawtheaddressof

theplaceshewassupposedtodropthe

documentsat.

Shethoughtofcallinghim butshechangedher

mind.Shetookhisletterandwalkedtothe

room wheresheputitinherbag.Shewillreadit

againabitlater.

Rethabilewalkedoutofthekitchenwithfood.

Rethabile:Myjobhereisdone.

Maddychuckled.



Rethabile:Whatarethose?

Maduo:Justdocuments.Iwillseethem later.

Sheputthem backintheenvelope.

AtRebabedi'snewhouse

Hisphonerang.Itwashislawyer.

Reba:Hello.

Him:Theyhavejustbeendeliveredather

doorstep.

Reba:Okay.I'm onmywaytoyouroffice.

Him:willbewaitingMrKgosi.

Hehungupandhewalkedoutofthehouse.He

hadtogettohislawyer'sofficeandfinalise

everything.



Hisphonebeepedinhispocket.

Reba:Everythingisbusytoday..

Hesawthemoneydepositedinhisaccount.

Theagentcalledhim.

Reba:Hello

Agent:Thesalewentthrough.Didyouseethe

report?

Reba:Ijustsawit,Ithoughttheysaidtheywill

payininstallments.

Agent:Maybetheysawitbettertopaythewhole

amount..

Reba:Okay.Tomorrowmorning,Iwillprocess

thepayment.

Agent:PleasureworkingwithyouMrKgosi.

Reba:Likewise..

Hehungup.Thehousewasgone.Sold.He

sighedashegotinsidethecar.Hestartedit.



AtMaduo'splace

Rethabile:byee..I'm gonnamissyou.

Maduo:Metoo..

Theysharedahug.

Rethabile:Takecare.Andtakeextracareofmy

godchildren.

Maduo:(laughing)suure..

RethabilewalkedoutandMaduolockedthe

doorasshesteppedout.

Sheleanedagainstitandthoughtfullylookedat

theenvelopeontopofthetable.Shesatdown

onthecouchandtooktheenvelope.Shetook

outit'scontentsandshestartedtoreadwhat

waswritten.Shehastosigneachandevery

documenthere.Maybesheshouldalsodrop

them offtomorrowbeforesheleavesforhome.



Sheshouldcallherparentsandtellthem that

sheiscoming.Shepickedherphoneanddialed

hermother'snumber.

Itrangtwotimesbeforehermotheranswered.

Maduo:Hellomama..

Precious:HeyMaddy,howareyou?

Maduo:Goodma.CanIcomeoverforthe

holidays?

Preciousfrownedattheendoftheline.

Precious:MaduoareyoucomingwithRebabedi?

Maduo:No..

Preciouskeptquiet.Herhusbandhadtoldher

whathadhappenedthedayhewenttocheck

onMaddy.

Shehadtoadmititthatherhusbandhadbeen



stupidtohithersoninlawwithoutknowingthe

fullstory.AndshenowunderstoodwhyMaddy

calledherdad.Hehassuchasoftspotforher

thathedidn'tevenquestionMaddy.Orevenhis

soninlawforthatmatter.Maddyhadplayed

hercardsrightbutshewasn'tgoingtolether

offthateasily.

Precious:Why?Idoknowyouareourchildbut

you'remarried.Shouldn'tyoubespendingyour

firstChristmaswithyourhusband?Iam not

sayingyoutwocan'tcomeover..

Maduo:Mamagaosampatla?

Precious:It'snotlikethatatall..Ijustwantto

understandsomething.

Maduo:Mom ifyoudon'twantmetocomeover

youcanjustsayit..

Precious:Whyareyougettingworkedupabout

thatsimplestatementMaduo..



Maduo:Sobasicallyyou'resayingnomama?

Precious:What'swrong?

Maduo:Nothing.

Precious:Thenyoucancomevisitwithmyson

inlaw..

Maduojustrolledhereyes.Iftheyknewtheson

inlawshewantedhertocomewithwas

nothingbutacheatandafraud.

Shegotangryagain.Andhehadthenerveto

saythathelovedheryethecheated.

Maduo:It'sokay.Byemother.

Shehungupandplacedherphonedown.She

didn'twanttostayinthecityfortheholidays.

Hermotherwasjustbeingdifficult.

Preciousplacedherphonedown.Shecould



hearthatshewasfrustratedandshewasgoing

togettothebottom ofthis.Maduowasjust

beingchildish.Shewantstocomehomeyet

shehasahusband?Itdidn'tmakesense.

Atthelaywer'soffice

Thelawyerlookedatthelistofassets.

Him:Ididn'tknowyouwereintofarming.

Reb:Iknowathingortwo..

Him:AndhereIthoughtyouwereallintofinance

andthecorporateworld..

Reba:Ijusthaven'tgonethereinyearsbutit

wastakencareof.

Him:SoIshouldaddit?

Reba:Yes..

Him:Andalltheotherassets.Investmentsand



all..

Reba:Yes.Allofthat.Iwillreadtheamended

willnextyear.

Him:Okay.Givesmetimetoprocesseverything..

Reba:Okay.Letmegetgoing.

Him:Ofcourse.Haveagoodday.

Reba:Likewise

Hestoodupandwalkedout.Thelawyerlooked

atalltheassetshehadtoadd.Manwasworth

millionsalone.

Rebawalkedtothecarparkinglot.Hedialedhis

psychologist'snumber.

Him:Hello..

Reba:DrHi..

Him:You'rebackintown.

Reba:Unfortunatelyyes.Iam notstayingfor



long.Iwillhavetogoforafewweeks.

Him:Youdecidedtotaketimeoff?

Reba:Yes.Ineedtofacemydemons.

Him:Areyouready?

Reba:Yeah..besidestheplaceispeaceful.

Him:Ihearyou.Dowhatyouneedtodotoletgo

ofthepast.

Reba:Thankyouforyourhelp.

Him:You'renotyetdonewiththerapyMrKgosi..

Reba:Iknow..

Him:Whenitgetstoomuchjustdon'tbackslide.

Leavethatplace.

Reba:Iwilltrynottobackslideandhavefaithin

yourpatient,Ioverdosedonceanditwon't

happenagain.

Him:Thepasttendstobecometoomuchto

bearsoanythingispossible.



Reba:Igotridofthecokedoc.

Him:Letmejustseehowthiswillpanout..

Reba:Okay.IwiillpassbyyourofficeonceI'm

backoryou'llbeofffortheholidays?

Him:IthinkIwillbeoff.Skype.

Reba:Gotit.We'lltalkdoc.

Hehungupandunlockedhiscar.Hegotinside

thecar.

AtMaduo'splace

Shesignedthelastofthedocumentsthatwere

sentandsheputthem backintheenvelope.

Shewalkedtothebedroom andshetookout

hisletter.Shereaditagain.Shedidn'tknow

whattodoatthispoint.Shepickedherphone

andshewenttohercontactlistwhereher



fingerstoppedonhisnumber.Sheshouldn't

callhim.Sheputtheletterandphonedownas

shegotundercovers.Shepulledtheblankets

closerandheldthehem oftheblankettighterto

herchest.Shewasn'tsureaboutherdecision

anymore.

Thefollowingmorning

Maduoheldhersmallbagasshegotinsidethe

bus.Shehaddroppedoffthesigned

documentsandshewon'tbeinGabsforsome

timwnow.Shedidn'tknowhowhermotherwill

reacttoseeingherathome.Shewasstill

determinedtogohomeandmaybeachangein

environmentwilldohergood.

Shesenthermotherashorttexttellingherthat

shewascoming.Sheputherheadsetsonand



shelistenedtothesongsonherphone.

AtRebabedi'sHouse

Heplacedthebagsinthecar.Hewalkedinside

thehouseandlookedaround.Hewassurehe

hadevwrythingheneeded.Hejusthadtopass

bythecouriercompanysothatherpresentcan

besenttoTyler.Itwasuptohertoacceptit.

Thentheagencytoprocesspaymentandhe

willbeonhisway.Awayfrom civilizationand

thecity'sblindinglights.

Facinghisowndemonsonhisownthistime.

Hesatonthedriver'sseatamdbuckledup.He

reversedoutoftheyardandthegate

automaticallycloseditself.

Heconnectedhisphonetothecarsound



system andheplayedhismusiconalow

volume.

Hejoinedthemainroadandhekeptthinking

aboutMaddy.Hereallyfuckedthisupneh?He

turnedtotheleft.Itwaskindoffunnyhowhe

didn'twantawifeatfirstandnowthatheloves

thewifeandneedsher,shedoesn'twant

anythingtodowithhim.Didshereadtheletter?

Maybeshetoreitapartbeforeshereadit.He

didn'twanttocallherbecausethereisa100%

chanceofherignoringhiscallssohewon't

botherherwiththat.

.

.

*

*

*



Youreffortishighlyappreciated Thisisjust

fortheeffortyoumadetryingtoreachthe

target.Haveablessednight
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AtFrancistown

Maduothoughtfullylookedaroundthetaxirank.

Shewalkedtothetaxiswithherbags.Shewas

takingariskbutthosedocumentsweresent

yesterday.Maybehewasstillaround.

Shegotinsidethetaxiandgavethedriverthe

addresstotheplacewhereherpainstarted.

Oncethetaxiwasfull,thedriverstarteddriving.



Shelookedoitsidethewindow.Maybetheycan

workthisout.Itwasgoingtotakealotforher

toreallymovepastwhathedidbut..

Shewasreallyhurtingwithouthim andhewas

doingwhatsheaskedofhim.Whathewroteon

theletterwasetchedinherbrainandsheonly

hopedhewasgenuine.Shereallyhopedhewas.

Shesmiledabit.Shemissedbeinginhisarms

andhearinghim callherMrsKgosi.

Shegavethetaxithedirectionsandhedid

followthem totheTwhenhestoppedinfront

oftheyard.Sheheldherbagandgotoutofthe

taxi.Herheartpoundedinherchestasshe

nervouslypressedtheintercom.



Shewaitedanxiouslyforthegatetobeopened.

Shedidn'twantanynastysurprisesthistime

around.Sheknewhewasn'tatwork,henever

workedinweekendsunlesshechanged.

Thegateslidopenandshewalkedinside.She

frownedasshesawamovingtruck.Washe

movingout?Maybebecauseitwastaintednow?

Asmallsmilemadeit'swaytoherlipsbutit

soondisappearedasanunknownmanmade

hiswaytoher.

Man:Himam,howcanIhelpyou?

Maduowasconfused.Thiswastheright

addressright?Shewassureofit.Theyhad

livedhere.

Maduo:I'm lookingforMrKgosi,heliveshere..

Themanlookedather.Shewasaprettylilthing



pityshewaspregnantandshehadaringonher

finger.Hewould'vetriedhisluckandaskedher

outtoday.

Maduogotabituncomfortableastheman's

eyesslowlyundressedher.Herskincrawledas

shetooktwostepsbackwards.

Man:MrKgosiyousay?

Maduo:Yeah..

Man:Ijustboughtthishouseyesterdaythrough

anagency..

Maduo:Ooh..

Man:Yesmam..canIofferyousomethingto

drink?

Maduo:I'm fine.Ishouldgetgoing.Thankyou.

Shequicklyturnedonherheelsandwalked



away.Themanshookhishead.Shehadanice

derrieretoo.Whowasshe?Hewondered.

Maybeheshould'vesaidheknewmoresothat

shecanbecomfortableandstaybutanyhow...

Maduowalkedoutandshelookedback.This

wastheexacthouseandshewasn't

hallucinating.Hesoldthehouse?Wait...he

movedandnevertoldher?Wow!

Shewalkedashortdistancetothestop.She

wentthroughhercontactsandshesawhis

assistant'snumber.

Shedialedherbutshequicklyhungupwhen

sherealizeditwastheweekend.Shefeltstupid

now.Sheshouldjustgetgoing.Maybeitwasa

blesisngindisguisethathemovedoutandwas

notthere.It'sstilltooearlytotryandwork

thingsout.Hehurtherandheshouldpayfor



hurtingher.Ataxistoppedandshesatinthe

frontseat.

Maduo:hello,I'm goingtotherank..

Themannoddedashegotlostinherbeauty.

Shewasfreshandbeautiful.Themanwho

scoredherewaslucky.

Thetaximanclearedhisthroatandfocusedon

theroad,shewashisonlycustomerinthetaxi.

Hewillpickupothersonthewaytotherank.

Taximan:Hi.Sowhat'syourname?

Maduolookedathim.Whywasheaskingfor

hername?

Maduo:Merapelo..

Taximan:Nicename.Youlookbeautiful.

Shewasalreadygettingcreepedout.Whywere



mensuchpervs?Shechucklednervously.

Maduo:Yeah..

Shelookedoutsidethewindowandthetaxi

driverjuststoleglancesather.Herbreasts

wereperfectandhehadtocontrolthelustthat

hehadforher.

Maduofeltabituncomfortableasthetaxi

moved.

Taximan:Merapeloisthatanactualring?

Sheclearedherthroat.

Maduo:Yeah..

Hestoppedbythesideoftheroadashepicked

twomorepassengers.

Shecouldbreathalittlebitfinenow.Theweird

lookshegaveherwerealreadystartingtomake

herfearful.



Shejustheldthebandonherwrist.Shehas

nevertakenitoffeversincethehealergaveitto

her.

Oncethataxiarrivedintown,shepaidtheman

andshequicklygotout.Whatwaswrongwith

men?Evenherhusbandatfirstdidn'tseeheras

asexobjectandtheygavehersuchdirtylooks.

ShewasalsopregnantforGod'ssake.

Shewalkedtothebuses.Shewasgoingto

Bobonong.Hermotherwillnotchaseheroutof

thehouse.Shegotinsideandthatwaswhen

shecheckedherphone.Hermotherhadcalled.

Shedidn'twanttofightsoshewilljustseeher

athome.Sheplacedherphoneonherlapand

rubbedhertemples.

AtLaone'splace



Terryhuggedherfrom behind.

Terry:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Shethoughtitwasabittooearlyandmaybe

shewaswrong.

Laone:Nothing.

Terry:Lalaitcan'tbenothing..

Laone:I..noit'snothing..

Terry:MrsWardtalktome.

Laoneturnedtolookathim.

Laone:I..noforgetit..

Terry:Babe,Idon'twanttodragitoutofyou..

Laone:IthinkI'm pregnant..yeahIsaidit..

Terry'sarmsdroppedandhelookedather.

Terry:Serious?

Laone:GakesureTerrence..



Terry:Weshouldgothehospital,maybeon

Monday.

Laone:okay.WearegoingtopickJayup?

Terry:Yeah...helikesyou..

Laonechuckled.Thelittleboywasasweet

child.Theproblem washismotherbutshewas

tryingherbesttobeagoodstepmothertothe

boy..

AtBobonong

Rebaparkedhiscaroutsidethecemetry.He

walkedtowardsthesectionwhichwasreserved

fortheirfamily.

Hestoodinfrontofhisfather'sgrave.Heran

hishandacrossthetombstoneandbentdown.



Reba:(chucklingsadly)Hidad..I'm back..

Hesadlylookedatthetombstone.

Reba:Ihaven'tbeenhereforquitesometime.I

missyou..awholelot..

Heheldbacktears.

Reba:Lookatme,awholeadultcryingforhis

father...

Hewasheretofacehispastandallit'sdemons.

Reba:I'm marriednow..youknowhertoo.Iknow

alothadhappenedbutIwishyouhadheldon

dad.Itwasnotyourtimetogo.Youdon'tknow

howithurttoseeyoudierightinfrontofmy

eyesandIcouldn'tdoanythingaboutit.Your

lastwordsarestillinmyhead.Youwanted...

Hepausedasheshookhishead.

Reba:YouweremyidoldadandIhatedthatI

keptondisappointingyou.Iletyoudownbut

younevergaveuponmeandhereIam again.I



letyetanotherlovedonedown...

Tearschokedhim ashismemorieswithhisdad

keptonplayinginhishead.Thememorieskept

onbringingmorememories.

Reba:InevertoldyouSasha,yourlittlegirlwas

rapedandshetriedtocommitsuicide.DadIfelt

likeafailurebutIhadtobestrongcausemom

wasalsobreakingdown.Youknowyourfather

wasactingalltough.Acommontraitinall

Kgosimen..Ihadfailedherdad,yourprincess..I

failedher..

Heusedhisthumbtowipehistears.

Reba:Butsheisbetternow..Shegottherapyand

shesmilesagain..evenmom isabithappier.

ShegavemeyourwatchandIweariteveryday

dad..

Hesmiledthroughthetears.

Reba:I...Ihaven'tgottenoverwhathappened

yearsago.Ilostapreciousjewelfather..Neo



tlomorata..thechosen.Mine.Iletherdown..I

brokeherheartandshewantsnothingtodo

withmedad..

Hepausedasheclearedhisthroatandwiped

histears.Hisringshoneinthebrightsunlight.

Reba:Ididsomethingfoolishandifyouwere

here,youwould'vebeatthehelloutofmefor

hurtingher.Sheissweet,beautifulandhasa

bubblypersonality.Mycompleteopposite.As

youngassheis,Iloveherverymuch..

Hechuckledyetagainassadnesswashedover

him again.

Reba:Shetaughtmetoloveagain.Ihaven't

reallyopenedupandlovedanyoneeversince

youpassedon.Shewouldbesayingstufflike'I'll

hotpsotyouwithmylove'(smallsmile)Ifucked

updad.EvenTyleragreesandwe'restill

brothers.He'sgotmybackthoughIoncecut

him off.DadIcan'tbenormalafterwhat



happened..

Hesobbedbyhisfather'sgraveaseverything

hithim allatonce...

Reba:(sobbing)Andyourdaughterinlawis

carryingyourgrandchildren.She..dadImessed

up..Wakeupfrom thedeadandbethereforme.

I'm lostwithoutyouinthisworld.Iwanttobea

betterdadtomykidssinceIfailedtobeagood

husbandbutdadIneedyou.Thereisonlyso

muchthatgranddadcando.Wakeupdad..we

needyou..Ineedyou(shouting)Kgololojust

wakeupman!!Wakeup!!Showupandbehere!!

Hiskneesgotweakashekneeledinfrontof

it,hishandwereonthegroundasthetearskept

oncoming.

Acarparkednexttohisandthedriverfrowned.

Heneverexpectedthis.It'sbeenyearssincehe



camehere.Whattriggeredit?

Theoldmangotoutofhiscarandwalkedto

thegraves.Hefoundhim onhiskneesashe

cried.Hisheartbroke,Rebabediwashisfather's

exactcopyandheknewhisdaughterinlawand

grandmotherwouldalwayslookathim andsee

Kgololoinhim.Hellhesawhisownsoninhim

andthefirstmonthwithhissongone,he

couldn'tevenlookatRebabedi.

Rebabedi'slipsshookashisgrandfatherrubbed

hisback.Hetriedtostandupbuthisknees

failedhim.

Kgosi:He'srestinginpeace.Letitallgo

Rebabedi..

Reba:I..I..

Hisgrandfatherhelpedhim uponhisfeetand



heheldhim ashesobbed.

Kgosi:Afterthisbestrong.Kgosimenalways

pickthemselvesup..

Reba:I...NtatemogoloImessedupsobad.

Nothingisundermycontrolagain...

Kgosi:It'sokay.Whateveritis,itwillworkout..

Reba:Itwon't..I'velostallmystrength..I..

Hiserraticheartbeatmadeithardforhim to

breatheproperly..

Kgosi:Rebabedi..Letthepastgo..

.

.

*

*

*

*



AWEEKLATER
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Atthefarm

Rebalookedaroundashewalkedtothestables.

Theplacewaswelltakencareofbuthenever

camehere.Thelasttimehewasherewaswhen

hewaswithhisfather.Hewalkedinsideand

headedtothesidewherehisfavoritehorsewas.

Thepurebreedwasgoodandhemissedriding

ittoo.

Hepattedtheblackandalusianhorse.Itkicked

thesideofthestable.



Reba:Calm downboy..

Oneofthefarnworkerswalkedtohim.

Reba:Dumelang.

Him:Hi..hestilllikesyou.

Reba:It'sbeenyears,Ilastsawhim whenhewas

apony..

Him:Iguessheneverforgetshisowner.

Rebajustranhishandacrossthehorse'sback.

Him:Youweremoreinterestedinthehorses

thatthecattle.

Rebashrugged.

Reba:HorsesweremoreinterestingbutIam

stillwillingtolearnaboutthecattle.Ihavebeen

goneforfartoolong.

Him:Yes.Yourfatherlovedhisfarm..

Reba:Hewoulddragthewholefamilyherefor

theweekend..



Hesaidashereminiscedaboutthepast.The

goodtimeswithhisdad.

Him:Wellsoweshouldexpectyouthisside

often?

Reba:Definitely.

Him:That'sgood.Whereareyoursiblings?

Reba:Intown..

Him:Welastsawthem whentheywereyounger?

Reba:I'm sureiftheyhavetime,theywillpassby

thisside.

Him:Okay.Wellenjoyyourride.

Hewalkedaway.Thosewereoneofthefew

workerswhohaveworkedonthefarm foras

longashecouldremember.

Rebaopenedthedoorandheknewhewas



takingabigriskridingThunderwithno

protectivegearorasaddle.

HeheldThundergentlybytheneckasheledit

outofthestable.Itwhinedandhejustrubbedit.

HewaspartoftheIberianlineageandasthus

alsoavaluableassettothefarm.

Hegotontheblackhorseonceitwasoutofthe

stables.

Hepattedhisneckgently.

Reba:AnotherrideforthadayThunder?Then

feeding..

Hekickeditundetit'sstomachtogetthehorse

moving.

Hestartedwithalighttrotasheletthesunhit

hisbrownskin.

Serenawatchedfrom adistance.Hewasher



parent'sbossandhelookedlonelyattimes.

Shehadaplanthough.

Shewasusedtovisitingherparentsonthe

farm butshehadneverseenhim before.She

didenquireabouthim from theotherfarm

handsanditturnsouthewasthelateMr

Kgosi'sfirstbornson.Hewasonefinemantoo.

Hedidn'tdeservetobelonelytoo.

Thesandfilledhersandalsasshewalkedtothe

househerparentslivedin.

AtPrecious'shouse

MaduoputKgotsotosleep.Shehadfailedthis

semester.Wellinherbooksshehadfailedand

sheknewthatRebawould'vebeenonherneck

aboutherresults.Shehadawaitedhiscallto



askaboutherresultsbutnothing.AG.P.Aof

4.0wasjustabitlowbutshewasstillmoving

tothenextsemester.

ShewalkedoutofKgotso'snurseryandshe

sawhermother.

Precious:Maduohowlongareyougoingto

dodgeme?

Maduo:Iam notdodgingyoumom.Ireallyam

not.

Precious:Canwetalknow?

Maduo:Fine..

Theywalkedtotheloungeandtheysatdown

onthecouch.

Precious:What'swrong?

Maduo:CanIbehonest?

Precious:Yeah..



Maduo:TotamamaRebabedihurtmesobad

andIaskedforspace.HegaveittomeandI

stillmisshim..

Sheheldbacktears.Whenevershethought

aboutwhatRebadid,anythoughtofforgiving

him dissolved.

Precioussighed.Shethoughtasmuch.They

foughtandnowtheywereapart.

Precious:Areyougoingtotellmewhathedid?

Maduo:Notyet..Justthathehurtmeandhe

knowsthat.HeaskedforforgivenessandI

don'tknowma..

Precious:Whatdoesyourhearttellyou?

Maduo:Ican'thatehim mom,Ilovehim andhe

knowsit.JustthatIdon'tthinkIam readyto

forgivehim yet.

Precious:Whereishe?



Maduo:Idon'tknow.Hejustsaidhewon'tbe

availableforafewweeksandIshouldtellTyler

tocontacthim ifit'surgent.

Precious:SoonlyTylerknowshiswhereabouts?

Maduo:Exactly.Ididtrytogethim totellmebut

herefused.

Precious:Idon'tknowwhathappenedbetween

youtwobutifyou'rejustgoingtoplaycatand

mouseandhidefrom yourproblemsdon'tyou

thinkyouneedadvicefrom theelders?

Maduosighed.

Maduo:Maybe.Butlet'swaittillheshowsup

then..

Precious:Okay.Don'tbesad.Ithinkyouguys

willworkthisoutthen.

Maduo:Idon'tknow.Iam nolongersureof

anything.Letmegoliedown.

PreciousnoddedandMaduostoodup.She



rubbedhersixmonthbabybumpasshewalked

toherroom.

Shewalkedintothebathroom inherbedroom

andsatonthetoiletseat.Shelookedatherfeet.

Shewilltryagain.Yeah.Itwasjustfrustrating.

Sheremovedherpantiesandspreadherlegs.

Sheslowlyinsertedherfingerandshetriedto

thrustitinandoutlikeRebausedtodoherbut

itgavehernopleasure.Tearswelledinhereyes

asshestopped.Thiswasnotworking.

Sheworeherunderwearandgotup.She

washedherhandsthoroughlywithsoapbefore

shespashedcolswateronherface.

Shedidn'tknowwhattodonowtotaketheurge

off.Shewantedtoburstintotears.Itwasso



frustrating.Shewalkedoutandsatonthebed.

ShegrabbedherphoneanddialedTyler's

number.

Heansweredafterafewminutes

Tyler:MrsKgosi,howcanIbeofassistance?

Maduo:Rebabediokae?

Tylerkeptquietforafewseconds.

Tyler:YouknowIcan'ttellyouthat..

Maduo:It'simportant.

Tyler:LifethreateningMaduo?

Sexualfrustrationwasnotlifethreateningbut

shedidn'tthinkthatshewillgoanotherday

feelinglikethis..

Maduo:Sortof..Wellnotreally.

Tyler:Doesitinvolvethechildren?



Maduo:No..yes..no..

Tyler:HewillbebackMaduoandyoucantell

him.

Maduo:Keorewagana?

Tylerkeptquiet.

Maduo:TylerjustalocationandIwon'ttellhim

thatyoutoldme.

Tyler:Nocando.Youcan'ttravelthereinyour

state.Waitforhim.Ihavegottogosis,keep

well.

Withthathehungupandshethrewherphone

onthebedandshecried.Soshewasjustgoing

tobesexuallyfrustratedbecauseherhusband

decidedtobeacommunitydick?Wow!



Shedidn'treallywanthim sothatshecantell

him sheforgiveshim,shejustwantedthesex.

Wasthattoomuchtoaskfor?

Moretearsfilledhereyesandsheplacedher

handsonherfaceasshecriedaloneinher

room.

Atthefarm

Rebawalkedintothefarmhouseandhepaused

foramoment.Hegrabbedhisphoneand

walkedoutsidetryingtogetasignal.Hekept

walkingtillhefoundonewhichwasstill

unstable.

HecalledTyler.

Tyler:Youguysareabusingme..

Reba:Who?



Tyler:Youandyourwife,shecalledearlier

wantingyourlocation..

Reba:Oh.

Tyler:Allyoucansayiaoh?

Reba:Sheshouldn'tcomehere.Sheispregnant

andIprefershestayssafewhereversheis.

Longdistancetravelingisnotgoodforher.

Tyler:That'sthepointIraised.

Reba:Yeah..Whatdidshewant?

Tyler:Shesaiditwasimportantthatshesees

you.

Reba:Okay.IwilldealwithitwhenIcome

back,didtheydeliver?

Tyler:Andyounevertoldmeyoubought...

Rebachuckled.

Reba:ShelikesthatonesoIgotitforher..

Tyler:LabechatlheboReba..



Reba:Idon'tknowhowyouguysaregoingtodo

ittomorrowbutItrustyou.Justfilm her

reactionformeandsend.KetlabonawhenI

findconnectionagain.Thisfarm is

unpredictable.Youknowthataswell..

Tylerlaughed.

Tyler:Youcanfindsignalunderacertainspot

andthenextdaythereisnosignalattheexact

samespot.

Reba:Exactly.

Tyler:Welltheyhaveeverythingsetforher

birthdaytomorrow,sureyoucan'tland?

Reba:No..Stillgivingher,herspaceplusbeingat

thefarm forthefirsttimewithoutfatheris

therapeuticonitsown.Painfulbuthealingat

thesametime.

Tyler:Iunderstand.

Reba:Makesureyoufilm thatforme.



Tyler:B..

Thenetworkcut.Damnthisnerwork.Hewalked

tothehousewhereheadedtothebedroom to

change.Heworehisgreysweatpantsandhe

decidedtoexercise,nomatterhowlateitwas.

Hemissedhisbabhgirlsodamnmuchandhe

wasn'tgoingtobethereforherbirthday

tomorrowbutatleastshewillknowthathestill

cares.Afterthisshortbreakhewillstartdealing

withthingsstartingwithafamilymeeting.

Hestartedtomovethewellusedleather

couchesandheplayedthesonghisfatherused

tolovewhenevertheytravelledtogetheronthe

stereo.Everythingherewasabitoldfashioned

andhewasn'tgoingtochangeathing.Justto

keepthememoryofhisfatheralive.Thesong

startedplayingandhestartedwithhispushups.



Therewasatime,Iusedtolookintomy

father'seyes

Inahappyhome,IwasakingIhadagolden

throne

Thosedaysaregone,nowthememoriesare

onthewall

Ihearthesoundsfrom theplaceswhereIwas

born

Uponthehillacrossthebluelake

That'swhereIhadmyfirstheartbreak

Istillrememberhowitallchanged

Myfathersaid

Don'tyouworry,don'tyouworrychild

Seeheaven'sgotaplanforyou

Don'tyouworry,don'tyouworrynow,yeah



MeanwhileatSerena'splace

Serena:Mom canItaketheleftovertotheyoung

sir?

MaSerena:That'skindofyou.Plushelives

aloneinthatbigfarmhouse.

RaSerena:I'm sureheisfineSerena..

Serena:Iinsist.Wearejustbeingkind.Letme

puttheleftoverfoodinthelunchbox.

Sheheadedtothekitchenwheresheputthe

foodinthelunchbox.Thefarmhousewasafew

metersawayfrom theworker'shouses.

Whenthefoodwasputinthwcontainershe

walkedoutofthekitchen.Shewenttoherroom

andshejustchangedherunderwear.Shewore

somethingabitmoresexy.Sheworehershort



pyjamasandsheworehergownontop.She

finisheditalloffwithherbunnysleepers.

Shewalkedoutofherroom andheadedtothe

kitchen.Shegrabbedthelunchbox.

Serena:Iwillbebackguys.

MaSerena:You'rethoughfulmychild.

Serena:Iam justbeingmemom.Letmego

dropitoffandcomeback.

TaSerena:becareful.

Serena:Dadit'sjustafewmetersaway.

TaSerena:Therearesnakeonthefarm

especiallyatnight.Youknowhowfarweare

from civilization,takingyoutothehospitalmight

beadifficulttask.

Serena:Iwillbecareful.

Withthayshewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.



Thecooleveningbreezehitherandshesmiled.

Okay.Serenayoucandothisbaby..

Shewalkedtothemainhouseandshejeard

musicplaying.Itwasoneofthesongssheliked.

Sheknockedonthedoor.

Rebafrownedasheswitchedoffthestereo.

Theknockwasthere.Whocoulditbeatthis

timeofthenight?Maybetherewasan

emergencyonthefarm andtheyneededhis

help.

Hestoppedhisexercisesandwalkedtothe

door.Heopenedthedoorandhewasmetbya

lady.Hedidn'tknowher.

Serenaswallowedasthelightfrom insidehis

houseshoneonhim.Shelookedathismuscles



andthepecs.Hewassweatyandhot.She

swallowedandclearedherthroatshortlyafter.

Shetriednottolookdownbutshedidandhis

dickprint.Wow!

Shebreathedinalittle.

Reba:Ladywhoareyou?

Serena:Uhm..sorry.I'm Serena,Iam oneofthe

worker'sdaughter.

Reba:Okay..

Serena:Wellwehadextrafoodandwethought

ofgivingyousome.Youcanpreheatitsince

youlivealoneandmaybeyou'retootiredto

cook.

Sheliftedthelunchboxforhim tosee.

Rebasighed.

Reba:Comeinside,it'scold.



Shewalkedinsideasheclosedthedoor.

.

.

*

*

*

*

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#109

Atthefarm

Serenaswallowedwhenshesawhisback.It

shouldbeacrimeforsomeonetolookthis

devilishlyhandsome.



Reba:SitdownIwillbeback.

Shesatdownonthecouchpushedtothewall.

Shecrossedherlegsasshewatchedhim walk

away.Sheplacedthelunchboxontopofher

thighs.Shebreathedinandout.Amanlikehim

waswow.Shewouldn'tmindhavinghim asa

babydaddytoo.

Thegoodgenesherchildwouldhave.She

untiedtherobeabitasherstringpyjamatop

showedhercollarbone.

Meanwhileintheroom Rebasighedashewore

ateeandslippedhisringbackonhisfinger.

Hewalkedoutoftheroom andfoundhestillin

thagsameposition.



Reba:Whatdidyoudayyournamewas?

Serena:Serena..

Reba:Okay..Youcanputthelunchboxdownand

leave..

Serena:Icanwarm itupforyou..

Sheputthelunchboxdownonthesofaand

walkedtowardshim.Rebajustlookedather.

Serenafrownedwhenshesawthegoldbandon

hisfinger.Itwasnottherewhenheleftherhere

butohwell...

Shetriedtotouchhim buthegrabbedhersmall

hands.

Reba:Iam notinthemoodtomanhandlea

woman.Ikobetlhemma,olekaeng?(chase

yourselfout,whatareyoutryingtodo?)

Thegriphehadonhehandwasnottotightbut

itwasmanlyenough.Itturnedheronabit.



Serena:Imeanthefarm isfarfrom civilization.

You'reamanandI'm awoman.Iwon'ttell

anyone.

Reba:Serenity..

Serena:It'sSerena..

Reba:Whateverthehellyou'renameis..you

cameherewiththeintentionstosleepwithme?

Serena:Canabeautifulwomanjustshowoutof

theblue?Iwon'ttellanyoneaboutwhat'sgoing

tohappen.

Shewasn'tevenfightingforhim toletherhand

go.Sheusedherotherhandandcompletely

untiedtherobe.

Serena:Allofthisforthenight?

Rebafeltdisgusted.Shewassellingherself

shortanditwasjustunattractiveonawoman.

Reba:CanIcrushyourdreams?Kopaontswele



kantlo(pleaseleavemyhouse)

Heletgoofherhandandshelookedathim.

Serena:Youthinkthatwilljustmakemego,Mr

youarehotandmenlovesex.Iam here

voluntarilysoIwon'tcryrapeblahblahblah..

Rebawasshocked.

Reba:Takeyourfoodandgo.

Serena:Koorewankoba?(you'rechasingme

out?)

Rebajustwalkedtothedoorandopenedit..

Serena:you..

Reba:Eitheryougooryourparentsarefired.

Yourchoice..

Hesmirkedandshelookedathim.Herparents

werenotinvolvedinthis.



Hereallydidn'twanttojeopardizehismarriage.

Ifshecomesbacksheshouldfindachanged

man.Serenapickedthelunchboxandwalkedto

thedoorbeforesheturnedtolookathim.

Serena:youhavenorig..

Heclosedthedoorinherfacebeforehelocked

it.Wow!

Hejustheadedtothekitchenandheopened

thefridgetoseewhathecouldeat.Something

fastandeasy.

Serenastompedherfootonthegroundasshe

lookedatthecloseddoor.Shewasprettyand

hejustchasedheroutusingblackmail.Mxm!!

Shewasn'tevendone.Maubehemight've

resistedhernowbutsheisareallyhotgirland

hewon'tresistfortoolong.Andhewillchase

afterheronhisownaccord.Whatmarriedman



comesaloneanyway?Unlesshedoesn'tlikethe

wife.Orbetteryettheringmightbefaketotry

andkeepwomenaway.Shefuriouslywalkedto

thehousethatshewasn'tcautiousabouther

surroundings.

Shedidn'tseethatshesteppedonthesnake's

tailanditretaliatedbybitingherankle.She

screamedasshedroppedthelunchbox.The

snakeslitheredaway.

Rebaheardthescream butheignoredit.He

didn'thavethetimeofdayforanyofthatthirsty

girl'santics.

Serenajusttriedtopullherlegasshewalkedto

thehouse.Shescreamedyetagainandher

parentswalkedout.



Serena:Asnakebitme..

RaSerena:OhGod!!

Hequicklymadehiswaytoherandpickedher

up.

MaSerena:Willyouguysbeabletoreachthw

hospitalthistimeofnight?

TaSerena:Iwillusethetruckandtrymybest..I

willtieherleg..elomileleoto?(diditbiteyour

leg?)

Shenodded.

TaSerena:Itwillstopthepoisonfrom

circulating,wedon'tevenknowwhattypeof

snakeitis..

Hermothernoddedasherfathercarriedherto

thetruck.Shelookedaroundcautiouslybefore

shewalkedinsidethehouseandclosedthe

door.



Rebawentthroughthepictureshehadwithhis

wife.Shewasalwaysonhismind.Allhe

neededwasasecondchance.Justonemore

chance.Ifhefucksupagainshecanleave..

Hetookabitefrom thesandwichasheplayed

thevideoofherdancingatheraunt'swedding.

Shewasnotheavilypregnantatthattimebut

nowshewasbig.Hesawhowbighertummy

wasatthescan.

Hesighed.Heruinedeverythingandhewas

slowlylettinggoofthepast.Hejustneeded

moretime.Whathappenedisstillsomething

thatwon'tleavehismemorybuthecanlearnto

livewiththefactthatithappened.

Hescrolledthroughmorepictures.Shewas

cuteandhestillhopedshewasstillhis.

Maybe..Hebithislowerlip.Maybe..



TheFollowingDay

Maduowokeupwithasmallsmileplayingon

hersoftpinklips.Shepoutedabitbeforeshe

stretchedherbodyyawning.

Sherubbedherbelly.

Maduo:Morningangels.Andyesmommyis

happy.Sheisayearolder..

Shesaidwithasmile..

Shecheckedherphoneformessagesfrom

familyandnothing.Hersmiledisappearedand

sheputthephoneonflightmodebeforeshe

switcheditbacktoit'snormalmode.

Nomessageswerethere.Noincomingcallsor



anythinglikethat.Whatawow!Shecalmed

herselfdown.Evenhersocalled"husband"

didn'tsendahappybirthdaytext.Shedidn't

carethattheysaidhewasoutoftown.Atext

nje..

Sheclickedhertongueassheslidoffthebed

andheadedtothebathroom togetallcleaned

up.

Whenshewasdoneshemadeherbedand

walkedtothewardrobe.Shechosesomething

bright.Likeyellow.Ayellowmaxidresswilldo.

Shemadeanicepuffwithherhairandlaid

downheredges.Justbecauseshecouldand

shewasfinally19.



Shewalkedoutofherbedroom andheaded

straighttoKgotso'sroom.Shewalkedtohiscot

andsheheldhissmallhand.Hewassleeping

sopeacefully.

Sheletgoofhishandandwalkedoutofhis

room.Sheheadedtothekitchenwhereshe

foundhermothermakingbreakfast.

Precious:Happybirthdaybaby,passmethe

plates.

Hermouthdropped.Shewasjustcasualabout

itlikethat?

Precious:Maduo..diplatetlhemma.(theplates

mam)

Shejusttookouttheplatesandgavethem to

hermother.

Maduo:Mamawhereisdad?



Precious:Hesaidsomethingaboutgoing

out..doyouwanteggs?

Maduo:No..

Preciousdidn'tputeggsonherplate.

Precious:I'm done.Whatdoyouwant?Juiceor

tea?

Maduo:Milkwillbefine..

Hermothergaveheralook.

Maduo:Itiswhatitisma..

Atthekgosihousehold

Sashalookedaround.Thetableswereperfectly

set.TylerwalkedtowhereSashawasstanding.

Sasha:SurethatRebaisnotcoming?

Tyler:100%sureunlessshewantstoproveme

wrongandland.



Sasha:Thispartyisstartingthisafternoon,it

can'tbealateonecausesheispregnant.Reba

tlagaankomanyagaakautwa..(Rebawill

scoldmeifhefindsout..)

Tylerlaughed.

Tyler:okay.Doyouguysneedsomething?

Sasha:No..weneedtosetthepresents.Keore

wareRebagaatletohiswife'sbirthday?

Tyler:No..heisnotcoming..

Sashashookherhead.

Sasha:Iwon'tinvolvemyselfintheirissues.

Shewalkedtothehouseandhejustwalked

around.Howwashegoingtodoit?Iftheman

whoboughtthepresentwashere,hewould've

hadaplan.Rebabathong!



Hewalkedawayfrom thepinkandwhite

decorations.Theclosefamilywillbehere.It's

justasmallcelebration.Sashaisbasicallythe

onewhoorganizespartyhere.Sheisthe

mastermindandmakesthingshappen.

Hechuckledashewalkedinsidethe

house,headingtohisbedroom.

HedialedMiranda.

Tyler:Babe..

Miranda:heylove..I'm abitbusywithlaundry

tlherra.Calllater.

Tyler:Okay..

Hechuckledashehungup.

AtPrecious'splace



Maduosatdownonherbedbored.Nocake?

Maybeshwshouldheadtotheshopstobuy

herselfsome.

Shegotupandwalkedtohermother'sroom.

Maduo:Mama..

Precious:Yes?

Maduo:CanIborrowyourcar?Iwanttobuy

something...

Precious:It'slowonfuel.Waitforyourdad..

Maduo:Guys..Atleastcake?

Precious:AreyoucomplainingMaddy?

Maduo:Bathong,wearestillnotthrowingmea

partylikelastyear?

Precious:Asyoucanseemehere,thereisno

partybaby.Justeatandsleep.Wewillfindcake



foryou.

Maduo:(holdingbacktears)Wow..

Shewalkedbacktoherbedroom andshesat

downonherbed.Shewipedhertearsandshe

checkedifRebahadbeenonlineonFacebook

orWhatsApp.Stillnothing.Evenahappy

birthdaymessagefrom him would'vebeen

somethingeventhoughsheisangryathim.It

would'velightenedhermoodsomehow.

Shewentthroughtheirpicturestogether.She

hadtakenpicturesofhim sometimeswithout

him noticing.

Maybeitwasthebabiesthatmissedhim that

muchandhisvoicewhenhewouldsingforher

orwithher.Nxe..thishasgottobetheworst



birthdayever.

MeanwhileinPrecious'sroom sheheadedto

theshower.Sheknewshewasfrustrating

Maddybuttheyhadtopretendtheydidn'tcare.

Oneoftheworld'sbiggestsignthatthereisa

partybutMadam Kgosididn'tseethat.Itwas

nicegettingonhernervesandthewayshewas

abouttocrywhenshesaidstillnoparty.

Maduolayonherbedandplayedsadsongsas

tearsflowed.Theyweren'tfair.Shehasmoney

butit'snicewhenpeopledonicestuffforyou.

Herphonebeepedandshewipedhercheeks.

Shecheckedthemessageandherphonefell

outofherhands.



'FNB:-)Paymentsuccessful.PaidP50000.00

from CHEQto26775000001.BankRefMr

R.Kgosi.Queries?3959881.'

Maduo:Shit!Yoh..

Shecheckedthemessageagainanditsaidthat.

Whoa!50kjustlikethat?

Sheplacedhersmallhandonherchest.She

walkedtothebathroom andshesplashedcold

wateronherfaceandshelookedather

reflectiononthemirror.Wow!Maybeshewas

dreaming.

Shewalkedtotheroom andshepickedher

phoneagain.Themessagewasstillthere.She

wasnotdreamingatall.



Maduo:MyWord!!Money..iyoh..

Shecoveredhermouth.Sheneedstobreath.

Sheneedstobreath.Butmoney...yoh!Sheis

50kricher.HoMagad!

Preciousworeasimplewhitedressand

cardigan.ShewenttoKgotso'sroom.Maduo

loveshim toomuchsosheknewshehad

bathedthelittlebaby.

Shepickedhim upandhegiggled.

Precious:Hey,we'regoingtosurpriseyoursister

babyboy..

Shepickeduphisbabybagandwalkedout.She

walkedtoMaduo'sroom.Sheknockedbut

therewasnoanswer.Sheopenedthedoorand

shefoundherjustinshock.Shepanickedabit.



Precious:Whatswrong?

Maduo:Yoh..Firstbirthdaypresent..

Preciousgaveherapeculiarlook.

Maduo:Moneymama..Kajaakakeratangmadi

kateng..madiyoh..

Maduopickedherphoneupandgaveittoher

mom.

Precious:Serious?

Maduo:Messagewarialo..yoh!Amantsi

gore..(themessagesaysso...yoh!Somuch

money)

Precious:Yoh..

ShegaveMaduoherphone.

Precious:Let'sgo.

Maduo:Where?Yousaidyourcardoesn'thave

enoughfuel.



Precious:Wewillrefillonthewaytithemall.

We'rebuyingyourcakekanagaobatle?(we're

buyingyourcakeoryoudon'twantit?)

Maduo:Let'sgothen.Thiscomesonceina

lifetime.

Preciouschuckled.Theywalkedoutofthe

houseandshegaveMaddythebabywhileshe

lookedit.

Maduo:You'regainingweightlittlechildyou

knowthat..

Precious:StopteasingmybabyMaddy..

Maduo:Heisnotoffended,whyshouldyou?

Precious:Ijah.

TheywalkedtothecarandMaduoplaced

Kgotsoinhisbabyseatattheback.Shedidthe

strapsandwhenshewassurehewassafeand

secureshewenttositinthefront.



Hermothergotinthedriver'sseat.

Theybuckledupandshestartedthecar.

AttheKgosiHousehold

Sasha:Theyareontheirway.Thegiftsareset.

Everything.Let'spatientlywaitforheronthe

chairs.Shewillbesurprised.

EveryonesatdownandSashasmiled.Evenher

grandparentswerehere.Theproblem waswith

Maddy'shusband.Whywasn'thearound?Mxm.

RethabilesatdownasshetextedMaduo.

Rethabile:HappyBirthdayfriend

Maduo:Fosek.Don'ttalktome.



Rethabile:Itsthethoughtthatcounts.

Maduo:Iwilltalktoyoulater.Mymom madeus

headtomyinlaws

Rethabile:Thatmadeyouangry?

Maduo:No..Ilovethem.Ijustwantcaketo

celebratemybirthdayalone.Foodneverletme

downunlikesomepeople mxm.

Rethabilechuckled.

Shewentofflineandsheputherphonedown.

Maduohadherowndramashem.

Maduoandhermotherwalkedinsidetheyard.

Maduo:Wearegreetingandgoingtogetthe

cake?

Precious:Yes,theyareyourinlawsbaby.

Maduo:Iknow.Theonlythingthatmademe



happyisthemoneyinmyaccount.FortodayI

hateallofyou..

Preciousshookherheadlaughing.

Precious:Dramaticmuch.

Theymadetheirwaytothebackyardand

Maddypaused.

Maduo:IknowthisisnotwhatI'm thinkingitis..

Everyone:HAPPYBIRTHDAY!!!

Maduo:Yoh..youguys!!

Shefannedherfacewithherhands.Thetears

werequickandshehadtouseherhandsto

wipethem.

Herfatherwalkedtoherandheldherinhis

arms.

Thabiso:Happybirthdaybabygirl.



Maduo:Daddy...gosh..

Sheplacedherheadonhischest.Shemissed

anothercertainchestbitshewon'tthinkabout

ittoday.Hesentheraborthdaygiftsothat's

good.

HeledhertothechairasPreciouswenttosit

down.

Rethabilewalkedtoherholdingthesash.

Maduo:Youknew..

Rethabile:Iwouldn'twanttospoilthesurprise

MrsKgosi.Standup..

Sheplacedthesasharoundher.

Maduo:Lennakeapereseatbeltyahappy

birthday..

Rethabilelaughed.

Rethabile:Draaaaamaaa..



Shelaughedtearfullyasshelookedaround.

Thiswasanicesettingandforfamilyandclose

friends.

Sasha:Theladyofthemomenthasarrived..

Theylaughed.Hergrandparentsinlaws,her

granny,Sherryandjustfamilywashere.Theyall

plannedit.

Apartofherwantedtoseehim buthewasnot

here.

Sashawalkedtowardsherandplacedacrown

onherhead.

Sasha:Justfortodaybabysis.

Shechuckledandnodded.

Sasha:Thenwecangetthisintimategathering

started.

Theycheeredandshesmiled.Thiswasjust

wow.



TwohourslaterMaduowaswithRebabedi's

motherastheytalkedaboutthwkids.Shetook

abiteoutofthecake.Finallycake.

MmaKgosi:Soit'sadeal?

Maduo:Yep.Mybabieshavesuchaloving

familyyalls.

MmaKgosi:Welovethem too..

Shelaughed.

Maduo:I'm suretheyheardyoutoogranny..

MmaKgosi:Idon'tlooktooold.

Maduo:oksalayotheywillcallyoumaiyee..

MmaKgosi:Mxm..

ShewalkedawayandMaduojustwenttogo

takeanothersliceofthecake.

Sasha:Nowwecanallgivehergifts.Shewill



openthem athomebutTylerhasanexception.

Aregiftyeanalengyoneebonwake

everybody..

Thereweremurmurs.

Tylerhandedherawrappedboxandheldher

hand.

Tyler:MrsKgosicanyoufollowmeandclose

youreyes..

Shelookedathim.Whatwasup?

TylerhandedSashahisphonesothatshecan

recordit.

TheywalkedtowhereTylerwasleadingthem.

Everyonewascurious.

Gaspsfilledtheairbuthereyeswereclosed.



Maduo:CanIopenmyeyes?

Tylerturnedher.

Tyler:Openthem.

Shedidandshewasfacetofacewitheveryone.

Maduo:Theyarethesurprise?

Shesaidwithalittlesadnessinahervoiceand

theylaughed.

Tyler:Openthebox.

Shedidandremovedthelid.ShehaveittoTyler.

Shereadthecard.Itwasfrom Reba.

Itwasnothinglongjusta'HappyBirthday

PrincessandIloveyou'

Herheartdidmeltabit.

ShehandedTylerthecard.Shelookedatthe



chocolatesinsidethebox.Herfavouritetoo.

Moneyandthis?Okay.Thiswassweet.

Tylerwaitedpatientlyforherandeveryone

lookedatherastheywaitedforhertofinishso

thatshecanturnaround.

Shefrownedwhenshesawkeys.Carkeys.Her

mouthwentslack.No.Shesawthecarmodel

onthekeysandsheclosedhereyes.No.She

pressedtheunlockbuttononthekeysandahe

heardthesoundfrom behindher.Herheart

skippedabeatassheslowlyturned..

Maduo:OhmyGod!Yoh..

Sheheldherknee..hedidn't.Hejustdidn't.

Shetriedtostanduprightandbreath.Tyler

helpedher.

Tyler:From yourhusband..



Maduo:OhmyGod!!a...

Hermotheralsoheldher.

Precious:Breathbaby.Breath..

Maduo:Ican'tbreath..That's...yoh..

Shewipedthetears.

Maduo:Heboughtmydream carmama..Yoh..

PrecioussmiledasMaduoheldhertight.

TylerwalkedtoSasha.

Tyler:Youtookthevideo?

Sasha:Yeah.Herreactionwassopureand

wow..BoRebatlhebabechaaah..AwholeJEEP?

Tyler:Dude..that'swhatIsaid.

Sasha:Keorewaitsekeengifaguydoesn'tspoil

melikemybrotherspoilshiswifennaIdon't

wanthim.



Tylerlaughed.

Tyler:Ijaa..

Maduobreathesinandout.Shelookedatthe

blackmachinewhichwastiedinaredbow.

Therewasalsoacardplacedonitswindow.

Maduo:MamaawholeJEEPRUBICON..Yoh

mama..

Precious:Breath.It'syoursMaddy..

Maduo:Iknowjust..yoh..

Preciouschuckled.Sheknewherdaughter

lovedbigcars.Carsbiggerthanherbutthis

wasbig..

Sheheldherheartabit.Rethabiletookpictures.

Maduolovedpicturesandshewouldwantthis



momentdocumented.

OnceMaduowassureshewasfineandno

longerthatshockedshewalkedtothecarand

shepickedthecard.

"It'syoursMrsRebabediKgosi.

Iloveyouprincess."

Sheheldthecardandtouchedthecar.Itwas

real.Heboughther,herdream car.Likewow...

Shecouldhugandkisshim rightnow.Thiswas

just...

Meanwhileamanindenims,awhitetop,denim

jacketandbootswalkedinsidetheyard.He

tookabigriskcominghereandhewillleavein



afewminutes.HehadtheStetsonhatdownas

itcoveredhiseyes.

Hesilentlywalkedtowherehecouldhear

commotion.Theyweretoobusytalkingabout

thecartonoticehim.

Maduolookedateveryoneandshefrowned.

Shewalkedtohermotherandshehanded

her,herglasses.

Shelookedaroundandthepersonhadthehat

hidinghisface.Shewouldrecognizethat

physiqueanywhere.Herheartcaughtinher

throat.Maybehereyeswereplayingtrickson

her.Sheremovedherglassesandrubbedher

eyes.Sheworeherglassesagain.Themanwas

walkingaway.Sheknewthatwalk.God!



Shequicklyfollowedhim.Itseemedasifno

onesawhim.

.
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Shequicklyfollowedhim.Itseemedasifno

onesawhim.



Shemadeherwaypasteveryoneandthey

frownedbutletherbe.Theydidn'tevenknow

whereshewasgoing.

Shelookedaroundthehousebuthehad

alreadypassedthere.Thescentofhiscologne

wasstilllingeringintheair.Sheknewhim.It

washim.

Shewalkedtothemaindoorandhewasalmost

bythegate.

Maduo:(shouting)Reba!!Wait..

Hehadtogobutitseemedasifshefollowed

him.Hejustwantedtoseeherandleave.

Maduouppedherpaceasshewalkedtohim

whilehewasstillstilllikethat.



Rebaturnedandlookedather.Shestoodon

hertippytoesandremovedhishat.Itslowlyfell

onthegroundasitslippedfrom herhands.She

lookedathim.

Herheartcaughtinherthroat.Hewashereand

hewasalreadyleaving.

Theylookedateachotherforsometime.They

haven'treallyspokentoeachotherandshe

didn'tknowwhattosay.

Tearswelledinhereyes.Rebadidn'twanther

tocry.Heshouldn'thaveshownfacehere.She

wasstillhurt.

Heusedhisthumbtowipehertears.

Reba:I'm sorrybabe..

Maduo:I..

Shejustwrappedherarmsaroundhim asshe



sobbedonhischest.Heliftedherheadupand

removedherglasses.Sheplacedherheadback

onhischest.

Rebajustheldherinhisarms.

ThefamilywalkedtothefrontandSasha's

mouthdropped.

Sasha:Isthat...?

Tyler:yep..

Sasha:Bazalwanerreyoorataattention.Why

neasatlejaakabathobabangwe??

Tylerchuckled.Sashawasherownperson.

Kgosilookedatthescene.

Kgosi:Ithinkweshouldgivethem space.

Katsoagreed.Hedidn'twanttostandhereand

watchhisolderbrothersmoochinghissisterin

law.



Hewasthefirstonetowalkaway.

TylerandSashafollowed.

Preciouslookedatherhusband.

Precious:Let'sletthechildrenbe..

Thabiso:You'reright..

Precioussmiled.Maddyhadbeenmiserable

withouthim.Inminutestheywereleftaloneby

thegatewithnospectators.

Reba:Babe..

Sheliftedhereyesandlookedathim.Hisarms

feltlikehome.Theywerehomeforher.

Reba:Pleasedon'tcry..it'syourbirthday.You're

supposedtobesmiling.

Sheusedherhandstowipehertears.

Maduo:Uhm..Areyoustaying?



Rebasadlyshookhishead.

Maduo:Notevenformybirthday?

Reba:IsawyouangelandI'm contentwith

that..Idon'twanttosuffocateyouwithmy

presenceespeciallysincewehaveunresolved

issues..

Shesniffedasshelookedathim.Hewashere?

Sheplacedherheadonhischest.Hechuckled

asheheldherwaist.Hertummywasgettingin

thewaybutifheisnotstayingshehastomake

themostofthesefewminuteswithhim.

Reba:Yougoodbabygirl?

Maduo:no..

Reba:What'swrong?Talktome..

Maduolookedintohiseyesagain.Maybeitwas

herbuthegotmorehandsomeorshejust

missedhim.



Shewhisperedinhisear.

Rebalookedather.Shejustdidn'tsaythat.

Reba:Wecan'tdothat..you'restillangryandI

needtodealwiththisproperly.

Shewhisperedinherearandhesmiled.

Reba:Youtriedtodoitonyourown?

Shenodded.Helaughed.

Reba:howwasit?

Maduo:Horrible..

Hetippedherheadup..

Reba:Kagorataautwe?

Shenodded.

Maduo:So...

Hekissedherlips.

Reba:Ican'tbelieveyou'remakingmedothis..

Helookedaroundandhepickedhishatup.He



dusteditandheremovedthecrownonher

head.Heputthehatonherhead.

Heheldherhand.

Reba:Tellmeyou'rekiddingMrsKgosi..

Maduo:Idon'tjokeaboutthingslikethat.

Hesighedwithasmile.Heknewshewas

ignoringtheirissuesfornow.

Notinthehouse.Toocloseforcomfort.

Hewalkedwithhertothecar.Heopenedthe

doorforherandhelpedhergetinside.

Hewalkedtohissideandheclosedthedoor.It

wasabitweirdwhentheywereinthecar.

Maduo:Sowherehaveyoubeen?

Sheaskedinamatteroffacttone.Shewanted

toknow.



Reba:Around..

Maduo:Youknowyou'renotansweringmy

question?

Reba:IknowMrsKgosi.IwilltellyouwhenI

comeback.

Maduo:Seriousyou'releavingagain?

Reba:Mmhmm...bringtheseatdownoryou're

comfortable?

Shebroughttheseatdownandlookedathim.

Helookedsogoodinthoseclothes.

Maduo:Thankyou..

Rebalookedatherandpeckedherpoutedlips.

Fuckitfeltsogoodtokissher.Eventojusthold

heragaininhisarms.Hedeepenedthekissand

hejustusedhisotherhandtobringthecarseat

down.

Shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneck.He

brokethekissandhekissedherneck.She



inhaledhiscologne.Babydaddy...

Regardlessofheweighthemanagedtopick

herupandplaceherontopofhim.

Reba:Surethatyouwantthisbaby?

Shenodded.

Heswitchedonthesoundsystem inthecar.

Andasongplayed.Itwasjustokayforthe

moment.

Rebalaughedashelookedather.

Reba:Ididn'tknowyouhaditinyou..

Maduo:Towhat?

Hebitherearashewhsiperedinit..

Shegiggledandhithischest.

Maduo:Iwasdesperate..

Reba:CanIquenchyourthirstMrsKgosi?

Shenoddedasshegrindedonhim andhe

groaned.



Shefelthismemberandherclitthrobbed.

Finally.

Reba:'Iloveherhips,curves,lipssaythewords

"Teamo,mami,ah,teamo,mami"

Ikissher,thisloveislikeadream

SojoinmeinthisbedthatI'm in

Andpushuponmeandsweat,darling

SoI'm gonnaputmytimein

Iwon'tstopuntiltheangelssing'

Hesangalongsoftlytothesongwithhislips

closetoherearasheusedhishandstountie

thestrapofthedress.



Anticipationranthroughherveins.Thestraps

felloffhershouldersandshebreathedinas

shelookedintohiseyes.Hefrenchkissedher

lipsashegentlyheldherboobs..shemoaned

softly.

Reba:Stillflexiblebabe?

Shegavehim alookandhechuckled.

Maduo:Whatdoyouhaveinmind?

Reba:Nothing.

Hekissedherlipsagainandsheusedher

handstohelphim getridofthejacket.Thiswas

excitingandknowingthatthecarwasjust

parkedinfrontofthehousegaveherathrill.

Thethrillthatsomebodymighthearthem or

passbythecar.Hiswindowsweretintedand

sheknewhowthiswouldlook..

Sheslidherhandsunderhisteeandwow!She

startedtogyrateonhim andshegotmorewet.

Shemoanedsoftlyoverthemusicplayinginthe



background.

Heslidhishandunderherdressandhe
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Reba:thecarreeksofsex..

Shesmiledasshetiedthestraps.Shelookedat

him.

Maduo:Ilookfine?

Reba:You'reflushed.



Maduo:Whatnow?

Shesaidasshelookedathim.Shepickedup

hishatandworeit.

Reba:Ileaveandletyoube..

Maduo:Whydoyouhavetoleave?Imeanwe

cansolveeverythingwhileyou'rehere..

Hesighed.

Reba:Iwasn'texpectingwhathappenedhere..

Shelookeddown.

Reba:Andit'snotamistake.Ilovedevery

minuteofitbecauseit'syou.LookatmeMaddy.

Shelookedathim.

Reba:Istillhaveissuestodealwith.Ineedtotry

andburyapartofmypastinpeace.Formyown

sanityandforourfuture.Ifwestillhaveone.On



topofthatIwantyoutothinkabouteverything.

Iknowthatregardlessofthesteamysexwe've

justhadinthecar,apartofyouhatesthefact

thatIcheatedandyou'renotoverit.

Sheclosedhereyesbeforesheopenedthem

again.

Reba:Andthat'sperfectlynormal.Maduolook..

Heheldhersmallhandsinhis.

Reba:KegodiretsephosoandIam planningon

tryingtoredeem myself,evenifitmeansIhave

togothroughtheproperchannelstryingtoask

foryourforgiveness.IstillwantanusandIam

notpressuringyoutodothesame.Iwantyou

todowhatyou'rehearttellsyou(chuckles)can't

believeIam talkingaboutheartsbityeah..

Maduo:Butthatdoesmeanyouhavetogo?

Can'tIgowithyouandwetryandresolvethis?



Reba:Youdon'thavetoanythingofthatsort.I'm

inthewrong.Ihavetodealwithafewthings

beforeImoveon.Iwantyoutotakethisweek

andthinkaboutitall...

Shesadlynodded.

Reba:AndIsawyourresultswhenIwasonmy

wayhere.

Herheartskippedabeat.Notalecture.

Reba:Sorrythatyoudidn'tperform thewayyou

wantedbecauseIwasstressingyouout.Fora

stressedpersonthoughyoudidfarbetterthan

theaveragestudent,themainthingisthatyou

didn'tfail.

Shenodded.

Maduo:Iunderstandbutwon'tyouatleasttell

mewhereyou'regoing?

Reba:IwilltellyouwhenIcomebackbesidesif



youthinkI'm goingtotellyouwhereI'm going

justforyoutotravellongdistancesinan

attempttoseemethenyou'remistakenbabe.I

don'twantyoutotravelinthisstate.Theroads

arebadplusyou'repregnant.

Shegavehim asuspiciouslookandshehadto

forcehermindnottothinkaboutthepossibility.

Heisn'tcheatingonheragainishe?

Rebalookedatherandhecouldseethe

distrustinhereyes.Shehadeveryrightto

doubthim thatswhyhedidn'twanttorush

things.

Reba:Buttakeyourtime.I'm notrushingyou.I

willjustbeherefortheformalitiesof

apologisingandyou'lltakeitfrom there..

Maduocouldhearthathehadreallygivenupon

theideaofthem from hisintonation.



Maduo:Soyou'rewalkingawayjustlikethat

Reba?Again?

Reba:Iam notwalkingaway.Youaskedfor

spaceMaduoandIgaveittoyoueventhoughit

killedmethatyoudecidedtoliveasifIdon't

exist.Itkilledmeandyouhavenoideahow

muchbutIdidasyousaidbecausemypain

can'tjustifywhatIdidtoyou..

Shelookedathim.

Maduo:HonestlyspeakingIjustdon'tgetit.

Whatifthisallaployforyoutocheatagain?

Sherealizedwhatshesaidandshesawthehurt

thatflashedinhiseyesbeforetheyturnedcold.

Hewashurtbywhatshejussaid.Whichmeans

shewaswrong..

Reba:Okay.

Maduo:Ididn..



Reba:It'sokaylove.Yousaidwhat'sonyour

mindandthat'swhyIam notrushingthis.I

hopeyou'llget'this'onedaythough.

Heopenedthecardoorandhegotout.Hetook

hisjacketandworeit.

Hewalkedtohersideandopnedthedoorfor

her.Hehelpedherstepoutofthecar.

Heheldherwaistastheywalkedinsidetheyard.

Hestoppedbythedoorandkissedherforehead.

Reba:Stayput.Don'ttravel.Idon'twanttou

travelinginyourstate.Staysafeforthebabies.

I'llbebackinaweekandhappybirthdayonce

againangel.

Hisemotionlessvoicetoreherheart.Hesadly

smiledlookingather.

Reba:IloveyouMaddyandgoodbye..



Withthathewalkedawayandsheheldback

tears.

Hegotinsidethecarasheplacedhisheadon

thesteeringwheel.Thatwaswhyitwasdifficult

totalk.Whatifwhathesaidwouldbeused

againsthim whenevertheyfightordisagreeon

something?Orifshedoesdecidedtoforgive

him?Willwhathedidalwaysbeheldagainst

him?

Fuck,heshould'vejuststayedonthefarm and

waitedfortheweektopass.

Heopenedthecarcompartmentandhelooked

atthewhitesubstance.Heclosedit.No.He

wasn'tdoingthatshitagain.Hebettergetridof

thatwholepacketwhenhegetstothefarm.He

switchedhisphoneoffandthrewitinthe



passengerseat.

Hestartedthecaranddroveaway.

Maduopattedhereyesandpracticedsmiling

beforeshewalkedtothebackyard.Shewas

happy.Shewashappy.Itwashernineteenth

birthdayandshewashappy.

Sheputonasmileasshewentbacktoherseat.

Tylerwalkedtoher.

Tyler:Youhaddroppedthesewhenyouwent

afterhim..

Hehandedherthecarkeys.

Maduo:Thankyou..

Tyler:Hewentback?

Maduo:Yeah..



Hecouldhearthesandnessinhervoice.

Tyler:Hewillcomeback.Justgivehim timeto

healfrom thepast..

Shefrowned.Shetriedtorecallwhathewas

sayinginthecar.Hehadsaidhewantedtobury

hispast.Thenanotherfleetingmemorycame

assherememberedthetimeheoncesaidhe

hasapastandwouldtellheroneday.

TylerlookedatMaduo.

Tyler:Yougood?

Maduo:Yeah..Uhmm Tyler?

Tyler:Yes?

Maduo:Ishispastbad?

Tylerlookedather.

Tyler:It'sbetterifhetellsyouhimself.Letmego



refillmydrink.

Hewalkedawayandshesighed.Whatdidshe

donow?

Shepickedherphoneanddialedhisnumberbut

itwasunavailable.

Shejustsighed.Shestoodupandwenttoget

morecake.Sugar.Justmoresugarwillhelp

withherstresslevelswhichshesuspected

werestartingtospiraloutofcontrol.

SashalookedatMaduo.WellMaduoandher

brotherweresomething.Hecomesandshe

hearsscreamswhenshewalkedtothefront

gateandhedisappearsagain?Thesetwoarein

loveandshedidn'tunderstandittoo..

Anyhowshepouredmorejuiceandaddedmore



snacks.Themusicthatwasplayinginthe

backgroundwascalm andshehadmadeither

missiontoendthepartybefore7pm.Sheis

pregnantandsheshouldrest.

.
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Maddy:Thankyouguysforeverything..thiswas

wow..

Rethabile:Anythingforyou..

Sasha:Totaeveryoneshouldpaymefor



renderingmyservices.

Theyallchuckled.

Precious:Yougirlswillbefine?

SheaskedasThabisoheldKgotsoandsheheld

someofMaduo'sgifts.

Maduo:Yeah.Thankyou.

Shesaidgoodbyetothem asshewalkedtothe

carwithRethabile.

Rethabile:Atestdrive?

Maduo:we'regoinghomema..

Rethabile:Wouldn'thurt..

Maduoremovedthebigredribbonsfrom the

carbeforeshegotin.Rethabilegotinside.

Rethabile:Entlegore.

Maduo:Thankyou.



Rethabileraisedhereyebrows.

Rethabile:It'snotlikewedidn'tnoticeplusthere

isevidence..

Maduo:Noticewhat?

Sheranherhandacrossthesteeringwheel.It

washers.Welldamn..

Rethabile:Youkgm kgm..

Maduo:Spititout..

Rethabile:Wegaveyouguysspacebutguys

noo..

Maduo:Nowhat?

Rethabile:wenammawagoa..(butyouaresuch

ascreamer)

Maduoblushed.Theyheardher?

Rethabile:Iwasinthehousejustsoyouknow..

Maduocoveredhereyeswithherhands.Soif



theyhaddoneitinthehouseitwould'vebeen

worse?Soeveryonewasjustlookingatheryet

theyknew?

Rethabile:Wellit'snothingtobeashamedof.It's

yourbirthdaybytheway..(laughing)kgweetsa

tlhemma..

Maduostartedthecarandjustfeelingthenew

enginewassatisfying.

Maduo:Imeandream carrr...

Rethabile:Youdeservema..plusknowinghow

muchyoulikethefinerthingsinlife..

Maduo:Moneyfriend..Money..

Rethabile:Well...

Shesaidpressingherphone..

Amessagereported.



Maduotookherphoneandsheopenedthe

message.Anotherbanknotification.

'FNB:-)Paymentsuccessful.PaidP5000.00

from RHEQto26775000001.BankRefMr

R.MoreriQueries?3959881.'

Maduo:Youdidn't...Thabsie(squealing)

Rethabile:Happybirthday..IloveyouMrsKgosi..

Maduo:Ifeelsospecialkanakaitsegoreo

ngame(Iknowyou'restingy)

Rethabile:Thisisaspecialoccasionplusit'snot

yourmoney..

Maduo'ssmilefaded.

Maduo:Wabooreng?

Rethabile:Mygrandchildrenmma..Buy

somethingforthem..otseelagorenkaneela



wenamadi?(laughing)

Maduo:Mxm..

Shehuggedher.

Maduo:Thankyou..

Rethabile:Welcome..I'm thelasttogiveyou

anothergiftneh?

Maduo:Idon'tknowbutthankyou.Iappreciate

yousosomuch..

Rethabile:AndIcaretooMaddy.Drivemogurl..

Maduolaughedassheputontheseatbeltand

shebreathedinassheplacedbothhandson

thesteeringwheel.

Rethabiletookoutherphoneandsnappeda

fewphotos.

Rethabile:Scared?

Maduo:Dream carma..(holdingbacktears)



Rethabileswitchedtothevideomodeand

startedtakingavideo.

Rethabile:Mysistereveryone..

Maduo:Isitavideo?(laughingtearfully)

Rethabile:Yeah...drivemma..(laughing)

Shestartedturningthesteeringwheelandshe

screamed.

Maduo:Gosh!I'm drivingtheecar..

Rethabile:Well..asyoucanseeguystheMrsis

drivingherbrandnewcar..BualeBatswana..

Maduo:Ngng..letmeconcentrate.

Shereversedoutoftheyardandjoinedthe

mainroad.Rethabilezoomedthecamerato

showherring.



Shestoppedtakingthevideo.Herreactionwas

allshewanted.

Maduo:Pleasedosendthepictures.

Rethabile:Yesmam..

Thedrivewasfilledwithalotofchatterandas

alwaysitwasMaduowhowastalkingnon-stop.

Theyarrivedatherparents'placeanditseemed

theyarrivedbeforeher.

Sheparkedthecar.

Rethabile:You'reagooddriverandIcan't

believeI'm sayingthis..

Maduo:Sayit..

Rethabile:Itrustyouwithmylife..

Maduogrinned.



Maduo:Tanki..Thatdoesnotmakemeyour

chauffeuratschool.

Rethabile:Welllet'ssayafter7monthsyouwill

be,fornowIdon'twantyoutostrainmy

godchildren.

Maduo:Youdon'tcareaboutme?

Rethabile:No..WhywouldIcare?

Maduo:Mxm.

TheybothgotoutofthecarandMaduolocked

it.

Rethabile:Iam leavingfirstthingtomorrow

morning..

Maduo:Iknow.Butthankyouformakingithere..

Rethabile:Anytime.Wemadeanoath.

Maduo:Don'tlettheinnerlawyerinyoutake

over.Whatoathnow?

Rethabile:Sisters?



Maduo:Idon'thaveasisterwhohasherends

dyedred..

Rethabile:Comehere..

TheyhuggedasMaduo'seyesclosed.They

shotopenwithinseconds.

Maduo:Don'tleaveinthemorning..

Rethabile:Why?IhavetobeinGabsbyevening.

Maduo:Please..Justnotinthemorning.Maybe

bynoon..

Rethabilegaveheraweirdlook.

Maduoclosedhereyesandsheopenedthem

again.

Maduo:Let'sgetinside,It'sabitchillyoutside.

Theywalkedinsidethehouse.

Precious:Yourpresentsareinyourbedroom

Maddy.



Maduo:Thankyoumom..

MaduoandRethabilewalkedtoherbedroom

whereshelookedatthegiftbagsandboxes.

Maduo:LetmegotakeashowerfirstandIwill

startopeningeverything.

Rethabile:Okay.

Maduowalkedinsidethebathroom andshe

lookedatherselfinthemirror.Shesawthe

hickey.NowonderRethabilesaidtherewas

evidence.Heleftahickeyonherneck.She

smiledaloneasshegotundressed.

Rethabilejustsentthepicturesandvideosto

MaduoviaWhatsApp.

Shewentthroughsomeofthepicturesandshe

pickedonlytwoofthepictureswhereMaduo



washoldingthenumbers1and9andshewas

holdingtheballoons.Thehwerebothsmiling.

Shewassuchabeauty.

ShewenttoFacebookandpostedthetwo

picturestaggingMaduoonthepost

' Theegurl'

Shetypedthecaptionandpostedthepictures

andkeptscrollingdownhernewsfeed.

Onceshewasdonesheworeherunderwear

andputagownontop.

Shelookedatthehickeyonthemirror.Howfar

washe?Didhearrivesafe?

Shewalkedoutandshesatonthebed.

Rethabilesatcrossleggedonthecarpet.

Maduotookherphoneandshesawthesent

photos.



Maduo:Thankyou..

ShewenttoFacebookandshesawthepost.

Afterputtingacarereactionshecommented..

Maduo: Ketheegirlmogurl..

RethabilechuckledasshelookedatMaduo.

Sherepliedhercomment.

Rethabile: Iknow..BolellaBatswanakogae

gorekemangmotsala..

Maduo:otheefriend thanks

Shethenwentthroughthepicturesthatwere

takenwhileshewasinfrontofthecar.Manthis

carwastheish.Wouldheallowhertogoto

schoolwithit?

Anyhowsheputherphonedown.



Maduo:Let'sopenthepresents..

Rethabile:Let'sseewhatwegotyou..

Maduogotoffthebedandsatonthecarpetas

Rethabilepassedherthegiftbagsandboxes.

Ontheroadtothefarm...

Rebabrightenedhisheadlightsashedrove

throughthebushydustyroad.Itwasreally

gettinglate.

'You'llneverbemanenoughafterthis..'

'Hethinksheisaman?'

Thevoicesplaguedhismindandhewastaken

aback.Hecouldheartheirlaughterandhe

nearlylostcontrolofthecarbuthewasfast

enoughtonotletithitatreeorelsehe'dhaveto

walkalongdistancetothefarm ortogethelp.



Hestoppedthecarandplacedhisheadonthe

steeringwheel.Hestarteditagainanddrove

slolwytillhereachedaspotandparkedthecar

underatree..

Heopenedthecarcompartmentandhelooked

atthesnow.

Hetookthepacketandhelditinhishandsas

tookoutasmallnotebookfrom the

compartment.Heplacedtheitemsdownashe

slidhishandbehindhisjeanstotakeouthis

wallet.

Hetookouthiscardandhepouredthesnowon

thenotebookashelineditupontopofthe

notebook.

.
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Hesnortedthesecondlineashedustedhis

nose.Helookedatallthelines.Fuck!!

Hegotoutofthecarwhichcausedthewhite

powderontopofthenotebooktofallonthe

seat.Hehitthewheelwithhisfoot.Heslipped

again.Fuck!!Hewasdoingsowell.

Reba:Shit!!

Heleanedagainstthecardoorasheheldback



tears.Fuck!Hehastogetthroughthis.Hehas

unbornkidstothinkof.Howwilltheynavigate

lifewithouttheirfather?Hedidn'twantthem to

behollowlikeheisrightnow.Aworldwithout

hisfather..

Reba:Father..Ineedyourightnow..It'sfalling

apartagain.

Hepausedashistearsburnedhiseyes.

Reba:Ihatebeingweak.I'm notsupposedtobe

weakandvulnerable.I..

Heheldhisheartasitbeaterratically.That's

whyheneededspace.Sheshouldn'tseehim

breakingintopieces.Peopletendedtouse

otherpeople'sweaknessesagainstthem and

hedidn'twanthertoseehim asweak..

Heshouldn'tbeweakandletthosevoicesmake



him lessofamanbutitwassohardatthe

moment.Whydidthepasthavetocropoutnow?

Firstweekhewasplaguedwiththepainful

flashbacksandnightmaresandhewasstill

strong.Tryingtonotletitdefinehim butnowall

theweek'sprogressdownthedrain.Another

linemightleadtoanotherwhichmightleadto

anotheroverdose..

AtPrecious'shouse

Maduowokeupinthemiddleofthenightand

heldherheart.Theheartbeatwasnotnormal

andshedidn'tknowwhattomakeoutofit.It

justhurtsobadandshecouldn'tgobackto

sleep.

SheyawnedandturnedtolookatRethabile

sleeping.



Shesilentlygotoutofbedandworeher

sleepers.Shetiedhergowntightlyandwalked

outoftheroom.Shewalkedtotheloungeand

lookedaround.Itwasabitblurrybutshedidn't

wanttowearglassesatthistimeofthenight.

Sherubbedherchest.Herheartwasjustracing

andshedidn'tknowwhy..

Sheswitchedonthelightsandfoundthekeys.

Sheunlockedthedoorandwalkedout.Shewas

hitbythecoldandshewalkedbackinside.She

leanedagainstthedoorbutdidn'tlockit.

Shewentbacktoherbedroom andgrabbedthe

carkeysbeforeshestealthilywalkedout.

Shewalkedoutofthehouseandunlockedher

car.Shegotinsideandclosedthedoor.She

waswarmerhereandshejustlookedoutofthe

window.Itwasdarkanditwasthewitching

hour.Itseemedasifshewouldn'tbegoing



backtosleepanytimesoon.

Sheleanedbackandstartedthinking.Alotof

thingscrossedhermind.Hermarriagebeing

oneofthethings.Shelovedhim.Shestill

wantedhim,sheknewthattheycouldfixthe

kinks.Ironthingsoutbutwouldthingseverbe

thesame?

Shecan'tforgetwhatshesawandsheeven

thinksaboutitnow.Theworstinherdidn'twant

toworkontheirmarriage.Shewantedhim to

feelwhatshefeltsobad.

Tearsfilledhereyes.Shelovedhim andshe

cravedhim likeadrugbutshedidn'tseehow

shewaspunishinghim,maybeshewasgiving

him leewaytodowhathewantedoutthere

insteadofkeepinganeyeonhim.Whatpast



couldhehavethatmakesonetorefusetogive

hisownwifethenameoftheplacehewas

stayingat?Him andTylerobviouslytreateach

otherasbrotherssomaybetheyaretalking

abouthim stoppinghiswhoringways.

That'stheonlypastsheknows.Healwayshas

girlspoppingoutofnowhere.Shewasstarting

todoubthissocalledhurt.Coulditbeawayfor

hertoforgivehim fasterandtheypretendthat

nothinghappened?

Shedidn'tknowwhyshefeltsorryforhim atthe

partyeven.Hehurtherandmaybeher

hormoneswerejustallovertheplace.

Helivedaprivilegedlifeandwhatissuescould

arise?Hewasjustamanwhoalwaysslept

aroundandusedhisdominanceoverwomen.

Hereyesburnedwithangerassheremembered

whathedidandhowhediditsoeffortlessly.A



carandmoneywon'tbuyherforgiveness.He

needstobegmorethanhedidwhenshewasin

Gaborone.

Shelookedaroundandbreathedinandout.

No,hewasn'tgoingtomakethisabouthim

talkingaboutburyingthepastwarawara.He

brokehertrust.Sheistheonewhoissupposed

tobesayingthatinsteadhemadeitabout

himselfandshefoundherselfaskinghim to

stayasifshewasinthewrong.Angrytearsfell

downhercheeks.Everythingcameback.She

endedupinhospitalbecauseofhim.Hemay

havehumbledhimselfthattimebutheneeded

moretoearnherforgiveness.Andheneeded

moretoearnhertrust.

Shedidn'teventrusthisintentionswhenhe

refusedtotellherwherehewasgoing.He



nevershedatearforher.Sheplacedherhead

onthesteeringwheelasshecried.Shewanted

him butgettingoverwhathedidisamammoth

taskandthethoughtoftakinghim backagain

andhedoesitagaincausesheforgavehim...

Nowthattoreherheartbutsheknewshe

couldn'tlivewithouthim now.Shewasbetween

arockandahardplace.

Shedidn'tevenunderstandherselforher

thoughtsatthemoment.

Thatmorning

Atthefarm

Rebaparkedhiscarandwalkedtothe

farmhouse.



Hegotinsideandlockedthedoor.Hedidn't

knowwhattodotomakethememoriesfade

away.Hejustwantedtobenormalagainandit

wasfunnyhowhedidn'tknowwhichnormalhe

wastalkingabout.Hewenttothebedroom and

justthrewhimselfonthebed.

Serenalookedatherbandagedankle.She

sighed.Theywereluckythatthevenom didn't

travelorelseherlegwould'vebeenamputated.

Imagineaprettygirllikeherwithnoleg?

Dreadful.Sheclosedhereyesassherested.A

speedyrecoveryandshewillseeifshecan'ttry

herluckagainwiththehothunk.

AtPrecious'shouse

Rethabilewalkedoutofthebathroom as



Maduosatupright.

Maduo:Breakfastthenwechill..

Rethabile:Whydon'tyouwantmetogonow?

Maduo:What'stherush?

Rethabilesighedasshesatdown.

Maduogotoffthebedandwalkedout.

Maduobreathedassoonasshewasoutand

shewalkedtothekitchen.

Shefoundherparentstalking.

Thabiso:Mightheadtothefarm thisafternoon.

Precious:Okay..

Maduosatdownandthoughtaboutit.Maybe

sheshouldjoinherdad.

Maduo:DadcanIjoinyou?

Precious:Maduo...



Maduo:Imeanitcouldbenice.It'sbeenawhile

sinceIhavebeentothefarm..

Precious:Wellyou'repregnantandyoushould

probablystayputforyourowngood..

Maduo:Please..Dad?

Thabiso:Yourmotherhasspoken..

Shepouted.

Maduo:Mom please.It'snotasifanythingwill

happen..Imeanwhat'stheworstthatcan

happenandbeingpregnantisnotadisease

guys..

AtthatexactmomentRethabilewalkedout.

Rethabile:Goodmorning.

Everyone:Morning.

ShesatnexttoMaduoandtheystartedchatting

asPreciousplacedthefoodinfrontofthem.



Maduo:Dadwhatdoyousay?

Precious:You'restubbornaren'tyou?

Maduo:Imeanbeinginthewild..

Herfatherlaughed.

Thabiso:Youhategoingtothefarm..

Maduo:ImissterrorizingyourworkerswhenI

checkedthebooks.Theywouldbeshakingin

theirbootsthinkingIwillsaythey'rebooksdo

notbalance..

Preciouslaughed.Maduoandmoney..

Thabiso:Aboobatlagoitsedipatatsameakere?

Maduo:Considerthisasfatherdaughter

bondingpapa..

Precious:Willyouguysbebackontime?

Thabiso:Imeanifweleaveataround12pm,I'm

sureby7pm wewillbeback.Iwilldrive

cautiously.



Maduosmiled.

TheywoulddropRethabileoffatthebusrank

andheadtothefarm.Beingpregnantwasnot

reallyadisease.

Awhilelater

MaduohuggedRethabile.

Maduo:ThankyouforcomingandurgIwillmiss

you.

Rethabile:Metoolove.Takecareofmy

godchildren.

Maduo:Iknewit.Youdon'tcareaboutme..

Rethabile:Shutup.We'lltalklove.

Maduo:Okay..

TheybrokethehugandMaduowavedatheras

shegotinsidethebus.



Maduowalkedbacktothecarandshegotin.

Shebuckledupandlookedatherdad.

Maduo:Roadtrip?

Thabisosmiledashestartedthecar.

Maduoconnectedherphonetothecarsound

system assheplayedmusic.Sheleanedback

asherfatherdroveatacomfortablespeed.

Maduo:Dadhowdoyoufeelaboutbeinga

granddad?

Thabiso:Feelsweird..

Shechuckled.

Maduo:Weirdhow?

Thabiso:WehaveyouryoungerbrotherandI'm

goingtohavetwoyoungchildrenwhoare

almostayearyoungerthanhim..

Maduo:Igetyourpoint..



Thabiso:Howareyou?

Maduo:Breathingandlivingdad.Justthatthis

marriagethinggetstoomuchsometimes.

Thabiso:Wordofadvicebabygirl?

Shenodded.

Thabiso:Ifyouguysarehavingproblems,you

shouldn'tbeapartbecauseattimesthe

diatancetendstobetoomuchanditwilltryto

killthelove.Youshouldbetogetherlookingfor

awayforward.Theproblemsgetssolvedmuch

fasterthatway.

Maduoopenedhereyesandthatactuallymade

sense.

Maduo:Iheardad.Itmakessomuchsense..

Thabiso:Ijusthateseeingyoumiserableplus

marriageastheyhadtoldyouprincessthatit's

notallroses.Karegagotlameleko..



Maduo:(underherbreath)boToni.

Thabiso:Whatwasthat?

Maduo:Nothing.

Thabiso:AsIsaid,it'snevereasyandtherewill

bejealouspeoplearound.I'm notDrPhilbut

everyoneknowsthatpeoplegetenviousof

whatisnottheirs.

Thabisoturnedtothedustyroadasheslowed

downhisspeed.

Maduo:Isee..Thankyou..

Thabiso:Anytimebabugirl.

Sheincreasedthevolumeabitasshehummed

tothesongthatplayed.Thabisolookedather.

Thabiso:don'tsingalong..please.Thisonce..

Sheraisedaneyebrowandsmirked.

Maduo:Icansingjusttospiteyoudad.



Hechuckledandsheclearedherthroat.She

knewshecouldn'tsingtosaveherlifebutshe

willdoitanyway.

Maduo:"YouarethedancingQueen..youngand

sweetonly17..

Dancingqueen,feelthebeatfrom the

trampoline.Youcandance,youcantryhaving

thetimeofyourliifee..."

Thabiso:Maddystop..

Maduo:"danciiinngqueeenn!!"

Helaughedashekepthiseyesontheroad.She

stoppedsingingandlaughed.

Maduo:Okay..dadwaitforourjam.Thatone

wasjustawarm upforme.

Thabiso:Maddyyoushouldgiveup.Singingis

notyourfort.

Maduo:Iknowbutit'sfun..



Shetookherphoneandchangedthesongto

theoneshelovedtosingwithherdad.Hewas

herfirstlove.

Hemovedhisheadashelsitenedtothebeat.

Maduo:Youcansingitwithmedad..It'sjust

me..(laughing)

Hechuckledashekeptdrivingalongthedusty

road.

Maduo:"Thesewordsaremyownfrom my

heartfelt..

Iloveyou,Iloveyou,Iloveyou,Iloveyou..

Thereisnootherwaytobettersay..

Iloveyou,Iloveyou.."

Shesmiledasherdadjoinedherinonthe

singing.Sheneededthis.Justspendingtime

withherdad.Shecan'tsayshehadafavourite

parentbecausebothofthem justshowedher

unconditionalloveandshewouldneverhaveto



choosebetweenthwtwo..

Thesongendedandtheywerebothinsmiles.

Maduo:IneversayitoftenbutIloveyoudad.

ThefirstmantoevershowmehowI'm

supposedtobeloved.Iloveyoudad.

Thabiso:Iloveyouprincess.AndIwillnever

stoplovingyou..

Shenoddedwithasmileasshetookherphone

andithitherthatthereisusuallyapoorsignal

aroundtheseparts.

Maduo:Didwetakeanotherroute?

Thabiso:Yep.Thatonehasaproblem.Ihadto

turnbackaroundthelasttimeIwentthere.

Maduo:Isthisonelong?

Thabiso:Mmhmm..

Shereducedthevolumeandsheleanedback.

Shewantedtoclosehereyesanditwashard

fightingtheurgebutsheovercameitandshe



kepthereyesopen.

Thedrivewentonfortwomorehourstillthey

arrivedatthefarm.

Shecouldfinallygetoutofthecarandstretch

herself.

Herfathergotoutandopenedthedoorforher.

Hehelpedhergetoutandshejusttookthebag

ofchipsandlookedathim.

Maduo:It'sbeenawhiledadyoh..

Thabiso:Let'sgotothwkraalfirst.

Maduo:Yikes..

Thabiso:Youwantedtotagalong..

Heputhisarm aroundhershouldersasthey

walkedthere.Maduostartedtalkingandhejust



listened.

Atthefarm

Rebafinallywokeupandhefreshenedup.

Maybeahorseridewilldohim good.Hemight

pushThundertothelimits.Heneededtherush

justtostopthinkingabouteverything.

Whenhewasdoneheworeyetanotherhat.He

wasadaptingwelltothefarm lifestyleand

maybeheshouldcomehereoften.Hetipledhis

hatdownashewalkedtothestables.Hefound

Thunderandhepattedhim.Hetookthefeed

from thenearbybucketandhejustbroughthis

handtothehorse'smouth.

Reba:Todaywe'regoingonaride.Dangerous

andperilousbutfun..



Hesaidtothehorse.Hereallyneededthe

adrenalineandtogettiredtothebonesothat

hecansleepimmediatelywhenhegets

undercover.Tonotthinkaboutittoomuch.A

distraction.

OnceThunderwaswellfedheopenedit'sstall

andhewalkedtheblackbeautyout.

Heleditoutofthestablesandhehoppedonit.

Hebenthisbodyashishandsheldontoits

mane.

Reba:We'regoingwildjustfortoday.

Heusedhisboottohitit'sstomachandit

startedmoving..hehititsomemore.Hedidn't

wantslowtrotstoday.

Itwhinedandhechuckled.Justfortoday.

Thehorseuppedit'spaceasitstartedtogallop.



Theyweregoingtogetthere.ThispureIberian

breedwasakillerandithadspeed.Todayhe

wasgoingtoseewhatit'sgonnado.

AtThabiso'sFarm

Around4pm hewasdoneandhefoundMaddy

intheminioffice.

Maduo:Thebooksaregood.

Thabiso:Haish..wena..let'sgo.Weneedtoget

home.

Shestoodupandfollowedherfather.

Theywalkedclosetoeachotherastheygotout

oftheofficebuilding.Itwasnothingbigbutit

wasgood.

Theyheadedtothecarandheopenedthedoor



forher.

Shegotinsideandbuckledup.Hegotinside

andstartedthecar.

Shebreathedin.Todaywasjustperfect.

Maduo:Thankyoudad.

Thabiso:Anytimeprincess..

Hedroveoutofthefarm..

Maduokeptchattingwithherdadwhilehewas

drivingthroughthedustyroad.Herehehadto

slowdownhisspeedbecauseoftherocksand

thebushes.

MidwaythedriveMaduo'sheartskippedabeat

allofasudden.

Shelookedaroundandtheywerestillonthe

bushyroad.Literallyoutofnowhereasnakefell



ontothewindscreenandshehadahugephobia

forsnakes.

Maduo:Papanoga(screaming)

Herheartracedasshestruggledtobreath.

Thabisotriedtoremoveitwiththewindscreen

wiperbutitwouldn'tmoveanditlookedlikeit

wasgoingtoslitherinsidethecarthroughtthe

window.

Helostcontrolofthesteeringwheelashetried

closingthewindow..hemanagedbutitwaslate

toholdthesteeringwheelasthecarcrashed

intothehugemophanetreecausingamassive

hitefdect.Thabisoimmediatelyhithishead

againstthedashboardandhewasout..Maduo's

headhitthewindowbeforeithitthedashboard

andtheairbagswentout.

Thetwowereoutlikethatasmoresnakesgot

ontopofthecarandattemptedtogetinside.

Maduobledthroughhernoseinher



unconsciousness..

.
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Thetwowereoutlikethatasmoresnakesfell

ontopofthecarandattemptedtogetinside.

Maduobledthroughhernoseinher

unconsciousness..

AtPrecious'shouse

ShedialedThabiso'snumberbutitsaid

unavailable.Theyshouldbeherebynow.She

triedMaduo'snumberanditsaidthesame.At

thistimetheyweren'tsupposedtobeatthe



farm.

Shebitherlowerlip.Theysaid7pm butitwas

past7pm.

Shewasgettingreallyworriedaboutthem.

MostespeciallyMaddybecauseshewas

pregnant.ShedialedRebabedi'snumberbutit

saidhe'sunavailable.

Precious:Whattodonow?

Maybesheshouldwaitforatleasttenminutes

butiftheyareheretheywould'veanswered

theirphones.Ormaybethephoneswereoff.

Shedidn'twanttothinkmuchaboutit.

ShewalkedtoKgotso'sroom andshepicked

him up.

Precious:Iam worriedbaby..



Hewokeupandstartedcrying.

Precious:Hushnow.We'regoingsomewhere

okaylove?

Shehushedhim asshepickedhisbabybag

withanotherhand.

Shewalkedtoherbedroom whereshegotthe

carkeys.

Shemadeherwayoutofthehouseandwentto

placehim inhisbabyseatbeforeshewentto

lockthedoor.

Shehandedhim hisbottleandhefuriously

latchedonit.

Precious:Workwithmeokaylove?

Shegotinsideandstartedthecar.Shetried

theirphonesagainanditstillsaidunavailable.

Shedroveoutoftheyardandshewasonher

way.



AttheFarm

Rebawalkedinsidethefarmhouse.Hereallydid

exhaustthehorseandtomorrowhewon'tbe

ridingthehorse.

Heheadedstraighttotheshower.

Meanwhileafewfarm workersimmediatelygot

readywithatrucktoheadtothevillage.Itwas

stilleveningandattimeslikethistheywouldbe

inthefarm bytheafternoon.

Justafewsupplies.Theydidthisonaweekly

basis.

Thedriverstartedthetruckanddroveoff.

AtBobonong



Preciousparkedthecaroutsidetheyardand

shewalkedtothegate.Sheknockedonthe

gateforsometimebeforeitopened.

MmaKgosi:Hey..what'sgoingon?

Precious:CanIcomein?

MmaKgosi:Sure..

Preciouswalkedtothecarandundidthebelts

onKgotso'scarseat.Shepickedthebabyup

andshetookhisbagtooalongwithherphone

andcarkeys.

Sheclosedthedoorandlockedthecar.

MmaKgosi:Letmehelpyou..

ShesaidtakingKgotsofrom Precious.

MmaKgosi:Youlookstressed.

Theywalkedinsidetheyard.

Precious:CanwetalkwhileI'm seated?I'm



worriedandlookatthetime.

Shetriedtheirnumbersforthethirdtimeand

stillnoresponse.

TheywalkedinsidethehouseandSasha

frowned.Shecouldseetheworryetchedonher

in-laws'faceandshewantedtoaskwhatwas

wrongbutshekeptquiet.Shesatdown.

MmaKgosi:What'sgoingon?

Shedidn'twanttothinktheworst...

Precious:ItriedcallingMaddyandherdad...

Shepausedaseveryonelistened.

Precious:botharenotanswering.

Sasha:Theywillcomebackright?From

wherevertheyare...

Precious:Thethingistheyleftatnoontogoto

thefarm andit'salmosthalfsevenyettheysaid



theywillbebackbeforeseven.I'm getting

worried...

Kgosi:Let'sjusthopetheyareontheirway..

Florence:Theyare.Iftherewasaproblem we

wouldknowright?

Preciousdidn'tknow.Shesawitnecessaryto

inform them sinceMaddyistheirdaughterin

lawandsheiscarryingtheirgrandchildren.

Heck!ShewasworriedmoreaboutMaddythan

Thabisobecauseapregnantwomanis

vulnerable.

Tyler:Let'sallbehopefulandnotpanic.

Katso:Letmebringjuice...

Sasha:Letmehelpyou..

Theywalkedoutandsilenceenvelopedthe

room.

Alongthebushyroad



Thedriverflashedtheheadlightsofthetruck.

Man:Isthatacar?

Hebrightenedtheheadlightsandhenodded.

Driver:Lookslikeanaccident.Maybewecan

help?

Man:Maybe.

Hestoppedthecarandswitchedtheengineoff.

Helookedforatorchandhefoundit.Thetwo

mengotoutofthecarandflashedthelight

towardsthecar.

Man:Shit!!

Driver:Mokeboloi...

Man:Ngng..nnakasia..

Driver:doesthatcarhavepeopleinside?

Themanflashedhisflashlightandhethought



hesawfiguresinside.

Man:Ithinkso,banna!!

Driver:Bobcity..

Man:I'veneverseensuch,howshouldwehelp

them withsomanysnakesalloverthecar?

Driver:Idon'tknow..petrol?

Man:Won'tthecarcatchfire?

Driver:Shiit!NowIdon'tknow..

Man:Shouldwethrowthem withstones?

Driver:Ithinkthewindowsareclosed.Whatif

theygetinsidebecauseobviouslythrowing

stoneswillbreakthewindows?

Man:Myconsciencedoesn'tallowmetoletthis

be..

Driver:Suchwitchcraft

Man:tellmeaboutit...

Thesnakesslitheredalloverthecarstillhitting



thewindowstryinggogetin.Luckilythecar's

windowwasnotbroken.

Themanshookhishead.Theyknewtherewere

snakesaroundbutsomanyaroundonecar.

Driver:Let'sgobackmaybewecancomewith

helpandseewhattodo..

Man:Thesupplieswillhavetowait.

Thequicklywalkedtothecarastheirhearts

beatanxiously.Themanfelthisskincrawl.He

hasneverseensuch.

AttheKgosihousehold

Ithadbeenoveranhourandattheexact

moment,everyonewasanxious.



Precious:This..is..

MmaKgosi:Calm down..

Kgosilookedateveryone.Hisgreat

gfanchildrenmighybeindanger.Therewasstill

nocalloranythingofthatsort.

Precious:I'm scaredforMaddy...

MmaKgosiheldPrecious.

MmaKgosi:Let'sbepositive.

Kgosiwalkedoutandbreathedin.

Hedialedthehealer.Maybetheyareworrying

overnothingthoughtattheexactmomentit

didn'tfeellikenothing.

Kgosi:Hello..

Healer:Aah..I'm coming..

Kgosibreathed.Hedidn'tevensayanythingand



hesaidhewascoming.Hehadhunguponhim

even.Theremustbesomethingwrong.

Hewalkedtotheloungeandeveryonewas

quiet.Theydidn'tknowwhattothinkatthis

point.TylertriedReba.Maybewherehewas

standinghadnetwork.Heneededjustaminute

totellhim.

Sashajustsighed.

.

.
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AttheKgosihousehold



Thehealerwalkedinandeveryonelookedat

him withbeatinghearts.Hesatdownand

lookedatthem.

Kgosi:Tellusthereisnothingwrong..

Healer:Idon'twanttolie..

Everyone'sheartsbroke.Whatwashesaying

now?Aretheydead?Whathappened..

MmaKgosiheldherheartassherubbedher

chest.SashabithernailsandKatsojusttriedto

keepittogether.Tyler'seyesshowedworryas

hetookinthesceneofthepeopleinthelounge.

Kgosi:Tellus..

Healer:Hereisthething..

HepausedandlookedatPreciouswholooked

readytofaintifitwasbadnews.

Healer:Sheisstubborn..shewasn'tsupposedto

goanywhere.



Preciouscouldfeelherheartcracking.Butshe

toldher.ShetoldhertojustsitdownbutMaduo

alwayshasawaytoconvinceeveryone.

Healer:EvenRebabeditoldhertostayputbut

shejusthastogetherwayeverytime.

Kgosi:Soallinall?

Hewasgettingimpatient.It'sdonenowthey

needtoknowifsheandthebabiesweresafe.

Healer:AtthemomentIdonotknowiftheyare

safe.Everythingisdarkandthatmeansone

thing..

Sashajustwalkedout.Thiswasnothappening.

FlorencelookedandsawthatMmaKgosiwas

alreadypacingupanddown.

Healer:Allwecanhopeforisthatthebracelet

aroundherhandisgoingtoprotectherbecause



shewasattherightplaceattherighttime.

Theywantedtoattackherrightthere...

Preciousjuststartedsobbingsoftly.Whatthe

helldoeshemean?

Florence:Aretheancestorswithher?

Healer:AlwaysbutatthemomentIcan'tseea

thing.Justsensinganevilenergy.CanIgoto

theroom?

Kgosinodded.Sotheywerereallyintroublebut

theyweren'tsureifshewasokayornot?

Thehealerstoodupwithhisthingsandwentto

theroom wherehenormallyconsultedin.

Hehadtopleadwiththem toshowhim

something.Shewascarryingtwodifferent

peoplewhowereanessentialpartoftheKgosi

lineage.Nowondersheisunderattackbutthe

questionwaswhowoulddosuch?Hestarted



doinghisincantations.

Atthefarm

Thedriverandmanarrived.Theywerestillshell

shockedinregardstowhattheysaw.

Theyknockedontheirboss'sdoorstep.

Rebawokeupfrom hissleep.Hereallywas

tired.Herubbedhiseyesastheknocking

persisted.Heworehissweatpantsandhejust

worethehoodie..

Hewalkedoutofthebedroom andtothedoor.

Heunlockeditandopened.

Reba:Whatisit?



Driver:Sirweneedyourhelp..

Helookedatthem.

Man:Weencounteredaproblem andit'snota

smallproblem..

Reba:I'm listening.

Themannarratedwhathesaw.

Rebabreathedin.Soundstoogoodtobetrue.

Hewantedtotellthem tofindawaytodeal

withitbuthejustmadethem waitforhim by

thedoorashewalkedbacktothebedroom.His

outfitdidn'tmakeanysense.Heworeboots

andgrabbedhiscoat.

Reba:Weshouldgetgoing.Areyousurethatit's

snakes?

Man:Hundredpercentandletmetellyou,it'snot

anicesight.



Rebawalkedintothestorehouseandswitched

onthelights.

Reba:Therewillbenousedforhotwaterifitwill

cookdownonourthere.Andtrytofindatleast

twomoremen.

ThemanwalkedawayandRebaandtheDriver

lookedforpoisons.Hewasjustbeingagood

samaritaninthisinstance.

Reba:IthinkIcanarrivefasteronhorseback

andseewhatyousawmyself.

Driver:Won'ttheybitethehorse?

Reba:Iwillkeepadistance.

Hewalkedtothestableholdingatorch.Not

Thunder.Hetiredhim outtoday.

Hewalkedtillhefoundanotherhorse.He

pattedit.

Reba:Heyboy..



Itneighedandhechuckled.Heopenedit'sstall

asheguideditoutofit..

Heledthehorseoutofthestables.Heclimbed

ontoitsback.

Helightlypattedittocalm itdown.

Herodeittillhereachedtheirtruck.

Reba:Iftherearepassengersinthecarisn'tit

bettertotakeanothercar?

Hesighed.Hegotoffthehorse.Hereturnedit

tothestablesandhewentbacktohishouse.

Hegothiscarkeysandunlockedhiscar.

Reba:Youguyswillleadtheway..

Driver:Ofcoursesir..

ThetruckstartedmovingandRebafollowedit.

Thesecondtruckfollowedcloselybehind



Rebabedi'scar.

AttheKgosihousehold

Thehealerwalkedoutandheadedtothelounge.

Kgosi:Stillnothing?

Hesadlyshookhisheadaseveryonesighed.

Preciouscouldn'tcryanymore.Shereallyhoped

herbabygirlandhusbandwerefinewherever

theywere.

Sashasilentlycriedinherroom.Maddycan'tbe

hurt.Shewastheonlysistershehadandshe

lovedherlikealittlesister.Shejustrubbedher

tears.Herfamilywastraditionalandshewasa

newChristian.Atchurchtheyalwayssaidif

thereisamantopray,thereisaGodinheaven

toanswerorsomethingalongthoselines.



MaybethistimetheancestorsandGodcan

worktogethertosavehersisterinlaw.

Shewentonherkneesassheclosedhereyes.

Sasha:Dearheavenlyfather,Icomebeforeyou

asyourdaughter.IknowthatImaybealotof

thingsbuttodayIsincerelyaskforyour

protectionoverMaduo.God!Sheisagoodchild.

Sheneverhurtanyoneandsheiscarryingtwo

innocentbabiesthatdeservelife.Ialsoputher

fatherbeforeyou.Godsavethem iftheyarein

troubleandmayyouprotectthem...

Shepausedastearsmadetheirwaytohereyes.

Sasha:FatherLordIbegyou..justsavethem.

Coverthem withthebloodofJesus.Lettheir

livesbepreserved.ThisisallIaskfor.Iam

desperateontheirbehalfGod.You'reWord

saysYou'realovingfatherandIbelievethat.I



knowyou'reloving.Youwillneverfail...God

You'renotamanyou'llneverfail.Idon'twantto

believethatsheisharmedinanyway.Jesusdo

somethingplease..

Shebrokedownassheplacedherheadonthe

bed.Shewishedforsafety.Justthat.She

wantedMaddytowalkinandsaysheisgood.

Thatsheiffine.Theyranoutoffuelor

something.

Shestooduponherfeetandshesatonherbed.

ShegrabbedherBiblefrom thestandandshe

openedtoPsalms91..

Shefelthererraticheartbeatgodownanotch

andshepattedhereyes.Shereadthechapter

overandoveragain.Shewillbeokay.Maddy

willbeokay.



Shewasn'tgoingtobelievethatevilwillbefall

hersisterinlaw.

Shetookherphoneandsheputonher

headsets.Shelistenedtothesongandshe

believedmore.Maddywillbeokay.Godhas

neverfailed.Hewon'tfailher,sheisusingher

ownfaithbelievingandwaitingonGodtoshow

them Hisgoodness.HeisaGodthatmoves

mountains.

Atthebushyroad

Maddyliftedherheadabitdisorientedandshe

rubbedit.Shefeltastickywetness.She

touchedthesideofherheadanditwaswet.

Shetouchedhernoseanditwaswet.Itall

smeltlikeblood.Shedidn'tknowwhereshe

was..



Shelookedatthewindscreenandherscreen

crawled.Shelookedatthewindowsandshe

lostherbreath.Shelookedatthewindscreen

andshesawitlookingatherasitopenedit's

mouth.

Shescreamedastheairleftherlungsandshe

struggledtobreath.Shehadaphobiafor

snakesandshestartedfeelingasiftheywere

alloverher..

Shescreamedandherscreamsstartedtodie

downbitbybitassheblackedoutagain.

TheyheardthescreamsandRebacouldswear

theysoundedfamiliar.Itmightbehishearing

okayingtricksonhim.



Theykeptondrivingatasteadypacetillthey

reachedtheplace.Heparkedthecarandhe

tookouthisflashlight.

Hegotoutofthecarandhefollowedthemen.

Man:That'sthecar..

Reba'sfacefell.Itwastoofamiliartohim.

Hesawthesnakesandhebreathedin.Some

startedtoslitherawaybutsomeremainedon

thecartryingtogetinside.

Reba:Let'sdopestcontrolguys..

Theyallwalkedtothevehiclesandtookoutthe

differentchemicals.

Heworethegloveshebroughtwith...hetook

thesprayerandstartedsprayingfrom a

distance.Theysprayedwithpersistenceashe

watchedthem slideoffthecar.Theothermen



sprayedadifferentchemicalontothecar.They

hadtobecarefulthatthesnakesdonotcome

nearthem.Ittookthem anhourtomakesure

therewerenoneleft.Theytriplechecked.

Reba:Wecanfinallyopenthecar..Iknowweare

goingtobesteppingonthedeadonesso

pleasedon'tbescaredguys..

ThemenbreathedinastheywatchedReba

walketowardsthecar.Theirheartsskipped.

Rebaflashedhislightaroundbeforeheopened

thedoor.Hisheartstoppedbeating.No!!

AttheKgosihousehold

Sasha: Dipelodirobehile.

Lemowaodubehile

EmpaJehovahretshepilewena



Retshepilewena....

Dipotsodingata..

Empadikarabotsonadinnyenane

FelaJehovah,retshepile...

Retshepilewena..

Shesangallalone.Shewaschoosingtotrust

God.

Intheloungetheylookedatthehealerwho

suddenlystartedtofrown.

Healer:Sheisalive..

Theuallbreathedinasighofrelief.

Healer:hegottoher.

Theyalllookedathim confused.



Precious:Who?

Healer:Rebabedifoundher.

Theireyeswidened..whatwashappening?

.

.

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

#116

Atthebushyroad

Rebabreathedinandhecheckedhisfatherin-

laws'pulse.Itwasstillthere.Hechecked

Maddy'spulseanditwasstilltherebuthispoor

babywasbleeding.

Reba:shit!



Hepickedherupandwalkedtowardshiscar.

Heplacedheratthebackseatgentlyandclosed

thedoor.

Reba:Guyshelpcarrythatgentlemantomycar.

TheydidsoandwhenThabisowaslaidatthe

backseatofhiscarhesighed.Heknewhowfar

itwastogotothevillageespeciallyatthistime

ofnight.

Herubbedhishead.Themenhadnoticedthat

theladywaspregnantandtheythankedGod

theydidn'tjustpass.

Driver:Iguessweshouldheadtothevillagefor

oursuppliesnow.

Man:Yeah.

Reba:Thanksfortellingmeaboutthem.

Driver:Doyouknowthem?

Reba:Wifeandfatherinlaw.



Theireyeswidened.Theydidn'tknow.

Man:let'shopetheyaregoingtobefine.

Reba:Yeah.Youguyscango.

Hegotinsidethecarandheswitchedonthe

light.

Helookedatthem andsighed.Hedidn'tknowif

theywillwakeup.Thehospitalwasfarandhe

rubbedhishead.

Maddywasstressinghim now.Hetoldherto

sitdownandnottravel.Looknow.Shecould've

died.

Hestartedhiscarandhedroveofftothefarm.

Afteralmosttwohourshearrived.Shouldhetry

andfindasignalandcallTyler?Ahelicopter

justtotakehertothehospital.Hegotoutofthe

carandheopenedthedoor.Hepickedherup



andcarriedherinside.

MeanwhileSerenamovedthecurtaintothe

sideandshesawRebacarryingsomeonetothe

house.Hewalkedbackoutandheldaman.

Shefrowned.Shewantedtogoseewhowere

thosepeoplebutheranklewouldn'tlether.She

sighed.Tomorrowmorningsheisgoingtofind

out.

RebalaidThabisoonthebedatoneofthe

unusedroomsinthehouse.Hehopedthatshe

willwakeuptomorrow.

Hewalkedtohisroom wherehelookedat

Maddy.

Reba:Babedoyouknowhowmuchyou're

stressingmerightnow?



Hepushedherhairback.Hewalkedtothe

bathroom andheopenedthetap.Thewarm

waterhalffilledthebucketandhejustusedhis

washcloth.

Hewalkedbacktotheroom andhesatbesides

heronthebed.Hestartedtogentlywipeoffthe

blood.Thiswasnowstressinghim.Andhetold

herjustyesterdaytostayputand...

Hewipedhercleanandlookedatthemotherof

hiskids.Hekissedherforeheadandwentto

spillthewater.

Hewalkedoutoftheroom andclosedthedoor.

Helookedforhisphoneandwalkedoutside.He

triedtofindasignalbuttherewasnone.Hewill

tryagaininthemorning.



AttheKgosihousehold

Sashawalkedoutoftheroom andwenttothe

lounge.Therewaslesstension.

Precious:Sosheissafe?Theyarebothsafe?

Thehealernodded.

Preciousheldherheartasshebreathedin.

Sasha:Sheisokay?

Tylernodded.

Sasha:ThankyouLord(underherbreath)

Atleasthersisterin-lawwassafe.

Sasha:Arethebabiesokaywherevertheyare?

Healer:Yes..

ShethankedGodyetagain.Shewould'vebeen



shatteredifMaddywasnotokay.

TylertriedcallingRebabutitdidn'tgothrough.

Thebadsignal.Kgotso'scriestorethroughthe

houseandPreciouschuckledtearfully.She

walkedoutandwenttotheroom whereKgotso

was.

Everyonewasrelieved.Thehealerjustwanted

thebothofthem tocomehere.Aproper

consultationandmoreprotectionovertheir

lives.Hejustneededtofindoutwhowould

wanttoharm theyoungbride.Buthewilldo

thattomorrow.Fornowshewassafeandwith

herhusband.Thatwasallthatmatteredatthe

moment.

Kgosiwasrelieved.



Atthefarm

Rebaplacedhisheadonthearm ofthecouch.

Hewasabouttoclosehiseyeswhenheheard

herscreams.Hequicklystoodupandwalkedto

theroom.

Shewascryinginhersleep.Hesatdownnext

toherandheldher.

Reba:It'sokay...

Hejustheldhertillshecalmeddown.Her

eyelidsflutteredopenthenclosed.Hejust

rubbedherbackgently.Heshouldn'tlether

sleepalone.

Hegotundercoversandheldherclose.He

watchedherbreathandheusedhisthumbto

wipehertearsaway.

Thefollowingmorning



Rebawokeupfirstandhejustlookedather.

Maddyopenedhereyesandshefeltarms

aroundher.Theyfeltfamiliarbutshecouldn't

pinpointwhereshehadfeltthem wraparound

her.Sheturnedandlookedatthehandsome

manwhoheldher.

Afrownetchedonherfaceandshetriedto

rememberwhereshehadseenthatfacebefore.

Itlookedfamiliar.

Reba:Goodmorningbuttercup.

Maduo:(unsure)Goodmorning..

Sheslightlymovedawayfrom him andshe

gavehim aweirdlook.

Maduo:Ifyoudon'tmindmeasking..whoare

you?

.
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Atthefarm

Maduo:Ifyoudon'tmindmeasking..whoare

you?

Rebafrowned.Whatdoesshemean?

Reba:Maddywait...what?

Maduo:Kewenamang?

Sheaskedyetagaininhernativelanguage.

Reba'sheartcracked.Shedoesn'tremember

him?

Maduolookedatthemanexpectingananswer.



Shewaslost.Whowashe?Wherewassheand..

Shefrowned.Shemovedherhandoverher

tummyandhereyeswidened.

Maduo:noo!

Hejustlookedather.

Maduo:Wait..I'm inanunknownlocationwithan

unknownmanandI'm pregnant?Myparentsare

goingtokillme..

Shejustgotoutofbedandstoodup.Shesaw

bloodstainsonthedress.Whatthehellwas

happening?

ShepacedupanddownandRebalookedather.

Herheartwasracing.Sheneedstothink.How

wasshegoingtogetoutofthisone?Her

parentsaregoingtokillher.Theyhadano

boyfriendpolicyandshewasn'tonefor

boyfriends.Sheplacedherknucklesonher



cheeksandshejustshookherhead.Whatwas

happening?

Shelookedatherhandsandshenearlyhada

heartattack..

Maduo:Jesu!!

ShecalmedherselfdownandRebadidn'tsaya

thing.Hejustlookedatherasshepanicked

alone.

Reba:Areyoudonepanicking?

Shelookedathim withan'areyouseriousright

now?'Kindalook.

Maduo:ngng..Thisisadream..yei..I'm only16

guys..

Rebalookedather.Shereallyhadamnesia?

Shit!



Maduo:Ihavetothink.Ihaveschool..iyayaya

kantewenaMrwhoareyou?

Shejustplacedherhandsonherhead.This

wasstressingherout.Shetriedtobreathbut

shecouldn't.Rebagotoutofbedandheldher.

Shetriedtofighthim buthejustheld.

Reba:Maduocalm downandbreath!

Shetriedtobreathbutlookingatthesituation

shewasinshefoundithardtobreathagain.

Reba:BreatheMaddy.Breath.Wedon'twantyou

tohaveapanicattack.Happythoughts..breath..

Hejustplacedherheadonhischestandshe

feltasifshehasdonethiscountlessoftimes

before.Shestilldidn'tknowwhohewasbutshe

feltsafeinhisarms.

Hsstrongarmswrappedaroundher.Hewas



raw.Suchmasculinity.

Reba:Becalm..don'tstress..

Hesaidwhilehewasstillstressing.Howthe

helldidshelosehermemory?Thiswas

complicatedandtheyneededadoctorASAP.

Maduobreathedinhisrawmasculinityandshe

lookedupathim.Hewassokind.

Maduo:Whoareyouthough?I'm askingitina

goodwaynotabadway..

Hechuckled.

Reba:Removetheringonyourfinger.

Shedid.

Reba:Readthecalligraphythere.Justtry,you

don'thaveyourglasses..

Shesquintedhereyesandreadthecalligraphy.



Maduo:Mrs..RebabediKgosi..

HereyeswidenedandRebawonderedifshe

willbeshockedtillsheregainshermemory,if

shewillregainit.

Shelookedathim withquestioningeyes.

Maduo:I'm married?waitwhat?Thisistoogood

tibetrue.Kanake16..

Rebatiltedherheadupwards.Shelookedso

damninnocent.

Reba:youdoknowthatifyouwere16Iwould

beinjailfordefilement?

Shenodded.

Maduo:That'swhyit'stoogoodtobetrue..

Reba:Maduo?(deepvoice)

Hisdeepvoicehadherblinkingandswallowing.



Maduo:Yes?

Reba:You're19.

Maduo:Ngng..You'relosingmenow..

Rebasighed.

Maduo:andthenameKgosisoundsfamiliar.

Toofamiliar..

Reba:That'sbecauseyoumarriedaKgosi..

Shejustmovedafewstepsawayfrom him.

Shestaredpacingupanddownyetagain.

Maduo:I'm lost.What'shappening?

Reba:Itseemslikeyoulostyourmemory.Three

yearsofmemory.

Maduo:Why?how?waitsekeengnnake

latlhegilemothowaModimo..

Reba:YouthinkI'm lying?



Maduo:Idon'tknow.AllIknowisthatsounds

toogoodtobetrue.Marriedandpregnant??

Reba:Waithere..

Hewalkedoutandbreathedin.

Hewenttotheroom herfatherwasinandshe

foundhim uponhisfeet.

Reba:Dumelang.

ThabisoturnedandlookedatReba.Hewasa

bitlostonwherehewasandwhereMaddywas.

Thabiso:Rebabedi..

Reba:Areyouokay?Doyouneedanything?

Thabiso:IthinkashowerandfoodbutisMaddy

okay?

Rebasighed.

Reba:That'stheproblem.

Thabisolookedathim alarmed.



Thabiso:What'swrongwithher?

Reba:Shelosthermemory..canyoutellme

whathappened?

TheysatonthebedasThabisonarrated

everythingtothetimetheyhitthetree.

Reba:Iknowshehasaphobiaofsnakes

though..wherediditcomefrom?

Heshrugged.

Thabiso:Idon'tknow.Ithinkshehitherhead

too.NotsurebecauseIalsoblackedout.

Reba:Wefoundsnakesalloverthecar,mymen

sawthecarandtheycameback.

Thabiso:Really?

Reba:Really.Ithinkwekilledallofthem.

Thabiso:Soshereallylosthermemory?

Reba:SeemssoandIdon'treallywanther



travelingontopofthat.

Thabiso:wesaidthesamethingtillsheused

hercharm andstubbornnesstogetherway...

Rebachuckled.Itwon'tworkonhim thistime

evenifshethrowsatantrum.Maduowassuch

astubbornlittlething.

Reba:Ithinkweleftyourphonesinyourcar,I

canaksthementodropyouoffhomeand

maybeyoucanpassbytheareawhereyouhad

theaccidentandcollectthehandsets.

Thabisonodded.

Reba:AtthispointMaddyneedsadoctor.

Thabiso:Iagree..

Reba:thereisapoorsignalthissidebutIhavea

request...



Hetoldhim andhenodded.

Thabiso:WriteitdownandIwillinform them.

Reba:Thankyou..

Thabiso:Sowherearewe?

Reba:Myfarm..

Thabisolookedathim.

Reba:Ihaven'tbeenhereforawhile..

Thabiso:Wellfarmingismyfort.

Reba:SoI'veheard.Iwillshowyouaround.

Hestoodup.

Reba:Ithinkthereisacleanshirtandjeans

aroundthere.Notsureaboutthesize.Youwill

findusinthekitchen.

Thabiso:Verywell...



Rebawalkedoutandheadedtohisroom where

hefoundMaddybitinghernails.

Reba:Justdon'tstress.It'snotgoodforyour

pregnancy..

Shejustlookedathim.

Reba:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Maduo:Youwon'tkillme?

Reba:Obuadiotsadimoviewaitse..

Maduo:Seemslikemylifeisabiskop..

Hehelpedherstandonherfeetandledherout

oftheroom.

Maduo:Emapele,we'rereallylikemarried?

Reba:Yes.Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Maduo:Idon'tknow.

Rebashookhisheadastheywalkedtothe

kitchen.Shesatdownandheopenedthe



shelves.

Maduo:Sincewe'remarried,haveIevercome

here?

Reba:Youstilldon'tbelievethatwe'remarried?

Maduo:No.Imeanyouareold.Notinabadway.

Imeanmorelikeolderthanme..

Reba:DidyoujustcallmeoldMrsKgosi?

Heaskedasheraisedaneyebrow..

Maduoshrugggedhershoulderswithasmile.

Maduo:Maybe..

Reba:KanaotlaswabaMmaKgosi(smiling)

Maduo:Ijaa..

Sheblushedasshelookedatherfeet.She

didn'tknowwhyshewassuddenlycomfortable

withthemanandshewasn'tsureifhewas

tellingthetruthornotbuthewasnice.

.
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Atthefarm

Reba:Pancakes?

Heaskedknowingshedidn'treallylike

them,justatethem forthesakeofeating.

Maduobitherlowerlip.

Maduo:Freshchips?

Hesmiled.Hercraving.

Reba:Ishouldstartpeelingthen..

Maduo:Icanhelp..

Reba:It'sokay.Goshower.Idon'tknowif

Sasha'sclotheswillfit..



Hesaidlookingathertummy.

Maduo:Who'sSasha?

Shenoticedthejealousyinhertoneandshe

clearedherthroat.Shedidn'tknowtheguyand

shewasalreadygettingjealous.

Reba:Yoursisterinlaw...gocleanup.

Sheslowlystoodupandwalkedoutofthe

kitchen.Sheheadedtothebedroom andReba

startedtopeelthepotatoes.

AfewminuteslaterThabisowalkedintothe

kitchen.

Thabiso:Whereisshe?

Reba:Takingashower..

ThabisosatdownandwatchedRebawhowas

cuttingthepotatoes.Hehadneverseenhim as

domesticatedmanbuthewastakenaway

today.



Maduowalkedoutoftheshowerandlooked

around.Therewerenoladyclothesanditwas

justurg..

Shewasstillabitblownbytherevelationsof

tgeday.Ifshehadahusbandwouldn'tshe

rememberhim?Andhowdidherparentsget

hermarriedattheageof19?Wasitthatmaybe

shefellpregnantandhewasforcedtomarry

her?

Shedidn'tknowhonestly.Shejustwentthrough

hisclothes.Hewouldn'tmindwouldhe?She

tookhisboxershortsandsheworethem.They

werehugebutitseemedherhugebellyhelped

abit.Shelookedathertummyandclappedher

hands.

Maduo:LikeforrealI'm pregnant,it'snota

movie...



Sheshookherhead.Shesawhisgownandat-

shirt.MaybeshewilllookforSasha'sclothes

butfornowthismightdo.Shereallyhopedhe

didn'tmind.

Sheworetheteeandhertummyshowed.She

sighedasshelookedatit.Shewaspregnant?

Sheworethegownontopandsheborrowed

herselfhispushins.

Shewalkedoutoftheroom andwalkedbackto

thekitchen.Thefreshsmellofthechipswas

justyum.

Hermouthdropped.

Maduo:Dad!!

Thabisostoodupasshewentinforahug.He

huggedherandjustpushedherhairback.

Thabiso:Yougood?



Maduodidn'tknowhowtoanswerthat.

Maduo:Ididn'tknowyouwerehere..

Thabiso:Youstillremember?

Maduo:I..

Shebrokethehugandlookedatherdad.

Maduo:WhatI'm heardleftmeconfused.

Thabiso:Whateverhetoldyouit'strue...

Maduofrowned.

Maduo:Really?

Rebaraisedaneyebrow.

Thabiso:Mhmm..

Maduo:DadandRebabedi,balanceme

here..whathappened?

ThabisolookedatRebawholookedbackathim.

Thabiso:Wehadacaraccident..



Maduo:ButIfeelfine,Ihaveaslightheadache

andbruisebutotherwisefine..

Thabiso:That'swhywearealsopuzzledin

regardstoyoursuddenmemoryloss..

Maduofrowned.

Maduo:Isthereinternethere?

Herfathergaveheraboredlook.

Thabiso:Weareinafarm,thenetworksignalis

poorright?

Reba:Reallypoor.Sitdowninthelounge,the

foodwillbeready.

Shewalkedtotheloungeandsatdown.She

justlookedaround.Soshereallywas

married,pregnantandeverythinginbetween.

Waitshehadsex?



Sheflickedherforehead.Ofcourseshehadsex

becauseshewouldn'tbelookinglikeaheavy

hippoifshedidn'thavesex.Whataboutschool?

Didtheytakeheroutofschooltobea

housewife?

Shehadalotofquestionsthatneededanswers.

Thabiso:Letmejustlookaroundyourfarm..

Reba:sure..

Hewalkedoutofthekitchenandstoppedby

thelounge.

Thabiso:Don'tthinktoomuchaboutitMaddy.

Maduo:It'sjustfrustratingthateveryoneknows

whathappenedexceptme.HellIforgotmyown

husband.

Itfeltweirdtosayhusband.Shepausedfora

bitbeforeshecontinued.



Maduo:Itfeelsweird.Likereallyweirdand..

Thabiso:Don'tstressaboutit.Wewillknow

soonenoughaboutthecauseofthememory

loss..

Shenodded.

Herfatherwalkedoutandshejustsatthere.

Shestoodupandwalkedbacktothekitchen.

Shesatonthechairandlookedathim.

Reba:What?

Maduo:I'm boredandhowcanIbeboredall

alonewhenyoucankeepmeentertained?

Rebasmiled.Sheoncesaidthagbeforewhen

shewokehim upbyplacingherwethandson

hercheeks.

Maduo:Whyareyousmiling?

Reba:Nothing..

Maduogavehim asideeyeashecontinued

makingbreakfast.



Maduo:WellenoughaboutwhatIforgotand

whatwhat..whoisRebabediKgosi?

Reba:Yourhusband..

Maduo:Besidesthatandhowoldareyou?

Reba:29..

Hermouthdropped.

Maduo:Jeesh..Ifeellikeasugarbaby..Tellme

you'rekidding.Imeanyou'rehot..

Shebithertongue.Didshehavetotellhim that

heishot?

Reba:I'm hot?

Hesmirkedandshejustdecidedtorubher

eyeseventhoughtheywerefine.

Maduo:Ididn'tsaythatdidI?Anywaythat's

besidethepoint..

Reba:Whatelsedoyouwanttoknow?

Maduo:Imeanwhatdoyoudo?



Reba:Runafinanceandinvestmentcompany.

It'sInternational..

Maduo:Kgosi..Kgosisomething?

Reba:KgosiInvestments..

Maduo:Niice..Ilikemoneybytheway..

Rebalaughed.

Reba:Iknowbuttercup.Iknowthat..

Maduo:Mmhmm..so..sofarwhathasmy19

yearoldselfachieved?

Reba:Alotofmoney.

Maduo:Youlie..

Shesaidwithexcitementinhervoice.

Reba:Forextradingandinvestments..

Sheclappedherhands.

Maduo:Andit'sallme?



Reba:Yepp..

Maduo:yesss..Haish..Moneymakestheworld

goroundRebayoh..

Hechuckledashestartedserving.

MeanwhileThabisowalkedaroundthefarm.It

wasgood.Hewasactuallyimpressed.Sothis

iswherehewashiding.Atthefarm.

Serenacheckedherfoot.Itwasgettingthere.

Shetiedherhairbackandworeherleather

jacket.Shewascuriousastowhothosepeople

Rebabroughttothehousewere.Sheknewshe

stillstoodachance.Imeanamanwhowasall

aloneinaremotearealikethiswouldmost

probablygiveintohislibido.

Shewalkedoutofthehouse.Herparentswere



workingandshehadnothingtodo.Shewalked

tothefarmhouseandknockedonthedoor.

InRebabedi'sfarmhouse

Maduofrowned.

Maduo:Thereisadoorknock..

Reba:Letme..

Maduo:Finishup.Idon'tknowthepeoplehere

andyouarebeingkindtome.Imeanifitwere

othermentheywould'vebeenangrythatIcan't

rememberthem butyouarebeingpatientwith

me..

Reba:(chuckling)thatwholespeechjustsoyou

cangoopenthedoor?

Sheshruggedasshestoodup.

Maduo:Iwillletthepersonin,shouldIaskwho

theyareandwhattheywant?



Reba:Yep..

Shewalkedtotheloungeandopenedthedoor.

Shewasmetwithalady.Shewasokay.She

guessed.

Maduo:Morning,howmayIbeofassistance?

Serena:I'm lookingforthemanofthehouse..

SherepliedwithalotofarroganceandMaduo

wonderedwhyshewasthisrude.Whatdidshe

dotothepoorgirl.

Maduo:Why?andwhoareyou?

Serena:Well...

Shesmiledevilyasshesawthediamondring

onthegirl'sfingerandherprotrudingbelly.So

shewaspregnant?

Serena:I'm sorry..



Shestartedoffinamuchsoftertoneand

Maduofrowned.

Serena:Ididn'tstartthisoffonagoodnote..

Maduochuckledsoftly.ThatwaswhenSerena

sawhowbeautifulshelookedwhenshesmiled.

Maduo:It'sokay..

Serena:MynameisSerenaandI'm his

girlfriend...

.
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Maduofrowned.Rebamarriedherandhehada

girlfriend.

Maduo:Askies?

Serena:I'm hisgirlfriend..

Sheclappedherhands.

Maduo:Waithere..Iwanttohearsomething.

Shewalkedtothekitchen

Reba:AndI'm done...whoisit?

Maduo:Yourgirlfriend..

Reba:Idon'thaveagirlfriend,Ihaveawife..

Maduo:Thenwhois..(tryingtorememberthe

girl'sname)Sersomething..Seriesorwasit

Sere..justSeresonething..

Reba:andyoubelieveher?

Maduo:Idon'tknowwhattobelieve..

Hewalkedtowardsherandliftedherheadup.



Reba:Maduoyagomorayaoresetlhakogolela

sagagohaebileaskabatlagontlwaelaoka

gobala..

Theseriousnessinhistonehadherlookingat

him.

Reba:Ididn'tmeantoscareyouangelbutcanI

behonestwithyou?

Shenodded.

Reba:She'sjustafarm juliawhowas..

Hewasdisgustedthatsheevensaidshewas

hisgirlfriend.

Reba:Whowantsme.AndIdon't.Ihaveyouso..

Heshruggedandlookedather.

Maduo:Okay.Letmegodeliverthemessage.

Shewalkedawayandwenttothedoor.She

flashedacutesmile.



Maduo:Serenitythankyousweetiebutwhatever

servicesyourenderedtohim willnolongerbe

validfrom today...

Serena:Whatdoyoumean?Ican'tseehim?And

thenameisSerena..

Maduo:Yes.

Shenoddedherheadwithasmile.

Serena:Youjustacceptedthathecheated?

Maduo:Didhe?

Shepulledaninnocentface.

Maduo:Anyhowifhedidcheathowisheinbed?

YouwouldknowSerenity..

Serena'seyesflickeredaround.Howwasshe

goingtoanswerthis?

Maduo:Thoughtso..wellhesaidIshoulddeliver

thismessage..



Shelookedatheragain.

Maduo:Whatwerehisexactwords?oh.Setlhako

golelasamekamooandgatweotlagao

gobala..yep.byeSerene..

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedbacktothe

kitchen.

Shesatdownonthechair.Beingonherfeet

wastiring.

Maduo:Dogirlsalwaysthrowthemselvesatyou?

Reba:Moreorso..

Maduo:Wow.

Hetookthefoodtotheloungeandcameback

tothekitchen.

Hehelpedheruponherfeetandtheywalked

backtothelounge.

Reba:Eat..



Shetooktheplateandshestartedwiththe

freshchips.

Maduo:Yoh..theyaresonice.Greatfoodbythe

way..

Reba:Thanks..

Thabisowalkedinminuteslaterandheheaded

tothekitchenwherehehadhisfoodjusttogive

thetwoprivacy.

Laterthatafternoon

OnceMaduofellasleepRebawalkedoutofthe

room.Hewasfightingwithhisconscience

abouttellingherthetruth.Whatreallyhappened

intheirmarriageandthateverythingwasnotas

rosyasshethoughtitwas.



ShewalkedoutsideandhetalkedtoThabiso

forafewminutes.Hewasabouttoleaveand

theywentoverwhattheydiscussedinthe

morning.

Thabiso:Ithinkwiththedistance,bytomorrow

morningtheywillbehere..

Reba:Ihopeso..thereisastillalotthathasto

bedone..

Thabiso:Yes.

ThetruckstartedandThabisofixedhisseatbelt.

Rebawavedasthedriverreversed..

Hewalkedbacktothehouseandheturnedon

hisheel.WhereshouldhefindSerenity?Sheis

justabouttoannoyhim andruintheonly

chancehehaswithhiswife.

Hewalkedaroundthefarm lookingforherand

herfoundhersittingonachairundertheshade.



Hefoldedhisarmsandlookedather.

Reba:Doyouknowme?

Shenearlyjumpedatthedeepvoicethatspoke.

Sheturnedherheadandlookedathim.This

manwashot.

Serena:I..I..

Reba:YoudoknowIcanstillfireyourparents?

AndIdon'tcarehowmuchtheyneedthemoney

..

Hesaidwithanevilglintinhiseyes.He

honestlydidn'twantanythingthreateninghis

happinesswithMaddy.

Serena:Myparentsdidn'tdoanything.I..

Rebalookedathiswatch.

Reba:Considerthem fired.Theyhavetillevening

toleavemyfarm.Andyou'lltellthem yourself.

Haveagoodday.



HewalkedawayandSerenaquicklystoodup

onherfeetandjoggedtocatchupwithhim.

Serena:Notmyparents..I'm sorry.Iwasoutof

line.I..whatIsaidwasalie..

Reba:Idon'thavetimeforthis.

WiththathekeptonwalkingandSerena

anxiouslybitherlowerlip.Shejustcosther

parentstheirjobsallbecauseshewantedahot

man.Hewassooevil.Herparentsdidnothing..

Howwillsheexplainthefactthattheylosttheir

jobsallbecauseofher?Theyhavebeenvery

goodparentstoherand..shejustheldbackthe

tearsthatburnedatthebackofhereyes...

Shewalkedbacktothehouseasshetriedto

findwaysofgettingoutofthisone..



Rebawalkedbackintothehouse.Maybeonce

shewakesuphewasgoingtoshowheraround

thefarm.ItthenclickedthatSashahadbeen

herewhenshewasyoung,sohewenttohis

parent'soldroom.Hefoundalongdressandhe

checkedforhismother'sboots.Hefiguredit

willdofornow.Theclotheswereokayandthat

wasallthatwasavailable.Hehonestlydidn't

bringherclothesalongwithwhenhecamehere.

Hewalkedbacktotheroom andshewasstill

peacefullytakinghernap.Helovedandhe

sworethatthistimehewon'thurtherever

again.Hewatchedherbreathsoftlyandhe

foundhimselfsmiling.

Hewalkedout.Hehadtodosomethinginthe

meantimeandwhatbetterwaytopasstime

thanheadtothestables.Hisloveforhorses



hadcomebackeversincehecamebacktothe

farm.

Twohourslater

Maduowokeupallaloneinthwroom andshe

lookedaround.Shesawthedressandboots.

Hedidfindsomethingforher.Shegotoutof

bedandwenttothebathroom tocheckifher

underwearwasdry.

Shegotdressedandthebootsweretwosizes

biggerandshefeltweirdbutthathadtodo.She

gotoutoftheroom andshedecidedtostart

exploringthefarmhouse.Ithadahomeyvibe

anditwaspeacefulandquiet.Shelikedithere.

Sheknewsheneverlikegoingtothefarm

unlessshewaswithherdadjusttogoseethe

booksbuthereitseemedquitepeaceful.



Shewalkedintotheslightlyajarroom andshe

squintedhereyes.Sheshookherhead.Herlife

withnoglasseswasjustalie.

Shewalkedaroundtheroom andshespotteda

guitar.Shepickeditupandjuststruckachord.

Itsoundedhorrible.Shewasabouttoputit

downbutshesawawhitethinginside.

Shejustmovedittillthefoldedpaperfellfrom

inside.

Sheopeneditandreadthesmallnote.

'DearRebabedi

Don'tloseyourselftothepointthatyouforget

whoyouare.Stringthesechords..



Loveyouridolsinceyou'vestartedtocallme

youridol.

K.Kgosiakayourfather..'

Shesmiledreadingit.Itwasfrom hisfather.

Shejustheldtheguitarinhersmallhandsand

shestruckyetanotherchord.Shewasuseless

whenitcametothisbutitseemedasifReba

knew.

Sheplaceditonthebedandshewalkedtothe

dresser.Shepickedthephotoandlookedat

them.Theylookedsohappy.Shesmiled.

Sheplacedthephotodownandshewalkedto

thebed.Shepickedupthenoteandtheguitar.

Shewalkedtothebedroom holdingthoseand

shejustheldtheguitarinherhands.



SheclosedhereyesandshecouldpictureReba

playingtheinstrument.

Rebawalkedintothehouseandheheadedto

thekitchen.Hemadeaquicksnackforher,in

caseshewasawake.Shewillhavetoforgive

him ifshewantsmore.Hewillmakeaproper

mealforherbydinnertime.

Heheldthetrayinhishandsandwalkedtothe

bedroom.

Heusedhisfoottopushthedooropen.The

firstthinghesawwastheguitarshewas

holding.Heplacedthetraydownandlookedat

her.

Reba:Wheredidyougetthat?Youshouldputit

back..



Maduoopenedhereyesandshewaslostasto

whyhewasworkedupallofasudden.

Maduo:Hi.Ididn'thearyoucomein.

Reba:Wheredidyougetthat?

Maduo:Ilookedaroundandfoundthis.

Shesaidindicatingtotheguitar.Shepickedup

thenoteandgaveittohim.

Maduo:Ifoundthatinsidetheguitarandsorry

forreadingit..

Rebaheldthenoteandjustreadit.Hesighed

sadly.Thisguitarbringsbackalotofmemories.

Thelasttimehesawthatguitarwaswhenthey

weretogetherasafamilyandhewasplayingit

forthem atthebonfire.



Maduo:I'm sorryifI'm pryingbutfrom thenote

itseemslikeyouknowhowtoplaytheguitar..

Rebafeltbadfortakingouthisfrustrationson

her.Shewascluelessandshewasjustbeing

inquisitiveabouteverything.

Reba:It'sbeenyears.Idon'tthinkIshould.Let

megoputitback.

Maduo:It'sokay.Youcanplayitforme..justa

fewchords.

Helookedather..

Maduo:Please.Andmaybeafewverses..

Shelookedathim withthoseeyesthatusually

madeithardforsomeonetosaynotoher.

Hewantedtosayno.Thiswas...hehasn'tdone

alotinyearsbecauseofthememories

attachedtothoseactivities.

Maduo:Helpmeremovetheboots,theyaretwo



sizesbigger.

Heremovedhershoesandshetriedtositcross

leggedonthebed.

Reba:Isitokaytositlikethat?Imeanwiththe..

Maduo:Ifeelokay..

Shehandedhim theguitar.

Maduo:Please..

Hesatdownonthebednexttohim andheheld

theguitar.Hislastmemoryofhisdadholdingit

cametomindandhebithislowerlip.Maduo

lookedathim andsawthemanyemotionson

hisface.Maybesheshouldn'thaveaskedhim

toplayitforher..

Hestruckachordandchuckled.

Reba:I'm abitrusty..

Hesaidasheblinked.



Maduo:It'sokay(softvoice)

Hefinallyfoundarhythm ashisfingersmoved

acrossthestrings.

Reba:Yousaidasong?

Shenodded.Hisvoicewasabitshaky.

Reba:Ok.I'm abitoldfashioned.

Shenoddedagainasshelookedathim..

Hestartedplayingtheguitarsoftly.Hewas

focusedonitandshewatchedhim in

fascination.Hesaidhewascrustybuthe

playeditsowell..

Reba: WouldyoudanceifIaskedtodance?

Wouldyourunandneverlookback?

Wouldyoucryifyousawmecrying?

Wouldyousavemysoultonight?



Hesmiledsadlyashelookedatherandthe

genuityinhisvoicetouchedherdeepinher

heartofheartsandalthoughsheforgothim,the

emotionsinhisvoicewerethatofamaninlove

andhewasagoodsingertoo..

Reba: wouldyoutrembleifItouchedyourlips?

Wouldyoulaugh?ohpleasetellmethis.

Nowwouldyoudie?forthetheoneyoulove?

Holdmeinyourarmstonight

Helightlyrubbedherlowerlipbeforeheused

histhumbtowipeatearthatfell.Shedidn't

realisewhewassheddingafewtears.He

peckedherlipssoftly.



Reba: Icanbeyourherobaby,Icankissaway

thepain.

Iwillstandbyyouforever,youcantakemy

breathaway

Hepausedashelookedather.Heliftedher

headupandfrenchkissedherlips.Shelethim

asshewasstartingtoenjoythekiss.

.

.
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Heputtheguitardownandhewentbacktoher

lips.Heheldhercheekswithhishands.She

wrappedherarmsaroundhisneckandhe

brokethekiss.

Reba:Iknowyoudon'trememberalotbutIlove

youMrsKgosi..

Shenodded.Hepeckedherlipsandsmiled

lookingather.

Reba:Come.Iwanttoshowyouaround.

Sheletgoofhim ashegotoffthebedand



helpedherweartheshoes.Hehelpedherupon

herfeetandheldherhand.

Maduo:Wherearewegoing?

Reba:I'm showingyouaroundthefarm..

Maduo:Okay..WellIam notafanoffarmsbut

thisonelookspeaceful.

Reba:withalotofmemories(underhisbreath)

Maduo:Whatwasthat?

Reba:Nothing..

Theywalkedoutandheledhertothestables.

Maduo:Horses?

Hereyeslitup.Shedoesn'tknowhowtoride

onebuttheseoneslookedpretty.

Reba:Yep.

Maduo:Idon'tknowhowtoride.Mydadhasa

handfulofhorsesandtheyarenotforriding.

Reba:Really?



Maduo:Yep.Heismoreintolivestock.

Cattle,goatsandpigs.Thingslikethat.Whereis

he?

Reba:Hewillbebackwithhelp..

Theywalkedalongthestablesandshesawa

prettyhorse.

Maduo:Itlooksnice..Ilikethesortofdiamond

onit'shead.

Rebapattedthehorse.

Shelikedit'sblondemaneandtailandhowit

contrastedwithit'scolour.

Reba:It'scalledaPalomino..

Maduo:That'sit'sname?

Reba:No..thebreed.Itdoesn'thaveanameyet.

Maduo:ooh..CanInameit?

Reba:Ifyouwant..

Maduo:Maybe..Emerald?



Reba:Why?

Maduo:Ilikethename..CanIgetintopofit?

Reba:You'repregnantMrsKgosi..

Maduo:I'm notridingitoranything.Justthis

once..

Reba:Okay..

HereleasedEmeraldfrom thestallandhe

pattedherback.

Reba:Yournewownerwantstorideyou..

HesaidasMaduobroughtherhandtoit's

mouth.Itlickedherhandandshegiggled.

Maduo:Thisiscute.

Reba:You'recute..

Sheblushedasshelookedatthehorse.Reba

pickedherup.

Maduo:I'm notheavy?



Reba:Notreally.

Hegentlyplacedheronthehorse'sbackand

shegiggled.

Maduo:This...iswow!

Heheldthehorse'sneckasheleditoutside.

Maduowasenjoyingthehorse'sbackandit

wasanewexperience.Heseemedtobegood

withhorsestoo.

Maduo'sfacescrunched.

Maduo:Wait..

RebastoppedthehorseasMaduoheldher

tummy.Shetoucheditagainandshefeltit.

Maduo:Tshwaraha..

Shetookhishandandplaceditonhertummy.

Rebafeltthekickandlookedatherwithteary

eyes.

Reba:didtheyjust??



Shenodded.

Maduo:Welltheyseem togetstronger..

Rebaheldonashefelthiskidskickforthefirst

timeintheirmother'sbelly.

Helookedather.Didsheknowshewas

carryingpreciouscargo?

Reba:Thankyou.

Maduosmiled.Hechuckledtearfullyasthe

kicksstopped.Hewasassuredthatthekids

werefinenow..

Rebawalkedslowkymatchingthehorse'space

andtheywalkedintothesunset.

AtBobonong

ThetruckdriverdroppedThabisooffathis



house.Hethankedthemanandgotoutwiththe

cellphones.Rebawasnotlyingandhesawthe

deadsnakesatthesceneoftheaccident.He

wouldhavetocalltheinsurancecompanyand

alltosortthroughthepaperwork.

Heknockedatthedoor.Itwaslateandmaybe

Preciouswasasleep.Shewasmostprobably

worried.

ThedooropenedandPreciousheldhermouth.

Precious:You'reokay...

Shehuggedhim immediately.

Thabiso:I'm good,don'tworryaboutme.

Shejustheldhim tightlyastearsstreamed

downhereyes.

Thabiso:It'sokay.I'm stillgoingtoliveforalong

time..

Precious:Iwasworriedaboutyouguys..



Shebrokethetighthugandwipedhertears.

Precious:Where'sMaduo..

Thabiso:Letmecomeinandwecantalk.

Shemovedfrom thedoorandlethim comein.

Hesatonthecouchandplacedthetwo

cellphonesonthetable.Preciouswipedher

tears.Shehadbeensoworriedaboutthem.She

neededtohearitfrom Thabisothattheirbaby

andherbabieswereokay.

Thabiso:Maddyisokay.Sheisatthefarm with

Rebabedi.

Precious:Rebahasafarm?

Thabiso:Iwasshockedasyouarebuthesaved

us..

Precious:Thehealermentionedthat.

Thabisowentontotellherhowtheaccident

happenedandthatcurrentlyMaddyhas

amnesia.



Precious:Really?

Thabiso:Shereallyhasamnesia.Sheforgotthe

past3yearsofherlife.

Precious:Sheissafe?

Thabiso:Sheis..

Hepickedhisphoneandcheckedhowmuch

powerithad.Itwasenoughtomakeafew

phonecalls.

Thabiso:CanIcallafewpeopleandthentakea

bath?I'm tired.

Shenodded.

HetookhisphoneanddialedKgosi.

Kgosi:Hello..

Thabiso:Thabisohere...

Hewentontonarratethesamethingandhe

passedonRebabedi'srequesttothem.



Hetookthefoldedpaperfrom hispocketand

dialedthenumber.

Thabiso:Hello..Tyler?

Tyler:yeah?

Herecognizedthevoice.

Thabiso:Takenoteofthisnumberamdcallitin

themorningbookinganappointmentonbehalf

ofMaddy..

Hespeltoutthenumber.

Tyler:Gotit..Tomorrowmorning?

Thabiso:Yeah..

Hehungup.Hewasdone.Heneededtorest.

ThiswasstressfulandhereallyhopedMaduo

regainshermemory.

AttheFarm..



Serenasatonthecouchandlookedatbothher

parents.Shebitherlowerlip.

Shedidn'tknowhowtotellthem thather

parentshadbeenfired.Itwaswaypastevening

nowandshewasscaredthathewouldknock

onthedoorandaskthem toleavehisfarm.

Serena:Mom,dad..

RaSerena:Yes?

Sheswallowedaheavylump.

Serena:Uhmm..Iam sosorry.

MaSerena:What'swrong?Talktous..

Serena:Ididsomething..

Theylookedateachotherbeforetheylookedat

her.

Serena:I'm sorry..Iwasbeingselfish.



RaSerena:Whatdidyoudo?

Serenasighed.

Shetoldthem howshetriedtoseduceReba

andhowhewarnedheronthefirstattempt.

Shewentontotellthem abouthowsheliedto

hiswife..

MaSerena:AndhereIthoughtyouhadgood

intentionswhenyouwentontogivehim food.

Thesnakethatbityousawhowevilyouwere..

RaSerena:Disappointed.Thoughtweraisedyou

betterthanthat.

Shelookeddowninshame.

MaSerena:areyeoyegokopamaitshwarelo

monnamxm(let'sgosothatyoucanaskfor

forgiveness)

Shestooduplookingdown.



Herfathershookhishead.Thisjobwastheir

livelihoodandtheyhavebeenlivingonthefarm

foryears.Wherewouldtheyfindotherjobsat

thisoldage?

Theystoodupandwalkedoutofthehousewith

Serena..

AtRebabedi'sfarmhouse

Sherolledhereyestothebackofherheadas

heslidin.Thisfeltfamiliar.Sofamiliar.She

moanedhisnameashestartedtothrustinand

outofher.Sheclosedhereyesasimagesof

them onabeddoingthesamethingflashedin

hermind.

Maduo:Mmhmm..

Hekissedherlipsandshemoanedintothem.



Adoorknockinterruptedthemomentandshe

openedhereyestolookathim.

Maduo:Ah..um..thedoor..(moaning)

Reba:Youhaven'tcomeyet..theywillhaveto

wait..

Hesaidashekeptonhittingherwithdeepslow

strokes.

Atthedoor,theycouldhearthemoansand

Serenawantedtocoverherears.

MaSerena:Ithinkweshouldcomebacklater.

RaSerena:Ithinksotoo..let'sgo..

WiththattheypulledSerenaansheadedtotheir

house.

Maduoscreamedhisnameasshecame.Reba



couldn'thearthedoorknockanymore.

Hecameshortlyafterherandheslidoutofher.

Hewatchedherleakofhiscome.Hepecked

herlips.Shelookedexhaustedasshecaught

herbreath.

Shelookedathim andclosedhereyes.Afew

imagescametomindandsheopenedhereyes

andlookedathim again.Shewasn'tsureifit

washerimaginationormemory.

Maduo:Uhmm(breathing)

Rebasmiledlookingather.

Maduocaughtherbreathbeforeshecanstart

talkingagain..

Afewminuteslatershehadplacedherheadon

hischestanditfeltnormal.Toonormal.She

couldn'tbelievethatshesleptwithhim even



thoughshe...

Maduo:Reba?

Reba:Hmm?

Maduo:WhoisStar?

.

.
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Maduolookedathim waitingforananswer.

Rebasatuprightandshestillkepthereyeson

him.



Reba:Ithinkyou'reslowlyregainingyour

memory.

Hebreathedin.Heknewthattherewasa

possibilityandshewillhatehim moreifhedare

lietoherabouteverything.

Maduo:Iaskedaquestion.

Reba:Anex...

Shejustlookedathim.

Maduo:Whatreallyhappenedinthepast?

Reba:Alotofthings.Ifuckedupsobadandyou

walkedoutonme..

Hesaidashewaitedtoseeherreaction.

Maduo:Wasitsomethingthathurtme?

Reba:Yes.Awholelot.Weseparated..

Shetriedtothinkbutsherememberednothing.



Maduo:Tellmeaboutitall..MaybeIwill

remember..

Reba:Icheated..

Herheartbroke.Hecheated?Shenodded.

Maduo:Okay.

Hecheated.Cheated...

Shejustrubbedhertemples.Okay.Hecheated.

Starisanex.Hecheated.

Thepaininherheartfrom thatmerefactfelt

familiartoo.Cheating..

Sheclosedhereyesandallofasuddenshe

openedhereyes.

Shesnappedherfingers.

Maduo:Toni...toni..IthinkIsawthatnameona

phone..

Hesadlynodded.

Reba:That'sthegirlIcheatedonyouwith..



Andthatbrokeherheartmore.

Maduo:ifyoucheated,wasIlackingsomething?

Heshookhishead.

Reba:No.Itwasallmyfaultlove.Sleep.

Whateverquestionsyouhave,Iwillanswerthem

inthemorningashonestlyasIcan.

Shenoddedassheplacedherheadbackonhis

chest.

Didsheforgivehim?Shedidn'tknow.Butat

leasthewasbeinghonestwithheranddidn't

useheramnesiatohisadvantage.Sheloved

honesty.Sheyawnedsoftlyandclosedhereyes.

Rebalaidawakeashelookedather.He

expectedhertocryoranythingbutitmustbe

becauseshewasblankaboutitall,shedidn't



knowhowtoreacttoitall.

Hemessedupandfrom hereonitwastimetibe

honesttoherandhimself.

Thefollowingmorning

Rebawaswokenupbythewhirringofthe

helicopter.

Theyhadtogo.Hegotoutofbed,worehis

sweatpantsandboots.Helookedather

sleeping.Hewalkedoutofthebedroom.He

hopedtheyhadwhatheaskedthem tobring.

Hewalkedoutandheusedhelookedintithe

distance.Theyhadlandedontheplainpieceof

land.

Hestartedwalkingtowardsthedirectionofthe

helicopter.



MeanwhileinsidethefarmhouseMaduowoke

uptoanemptybed.Shelookedaroundbefore

shecalledouthisname.

Maduo:Reba?Rebabedi??

Therewasnoanswer.Shegotoutofbedand

walkedtothebathroom.Maybeshewillget

cleanandseewhattodayholds.Shejust

decidedtoletlastnight'srevelationsbe.She

willgetstressedoutifshedwellsonittoo

much.

Rebagottothehelicopterandhefistbumped

withTyler.

Reba:Thankyou.

Tyler:Idirectedthepilotandherearethe

clothes.Theappointmentisbookedandthe

doctorladysaidsheisreadyforyouguys.I



thinkweareonlygoingtotake30minutesor

lessonair.Shesaidshecanflyfornow..

Reba:Ioweyouawholelot.

Tyler:Brotherhoodman..

Reba:Giveus30minutesandweleave..

Tyler:sure..butwait..areyouguysseriousthat

shelosthermemory?

Reba:Deadserious..henceweneedthedoctor

thenwegoseethehealershortlyafterthat..

Tyler:Hectic..okaymakeitfast.Wedon'thave

allday..

Rebatookthebagandhewalkedbacktothe

house.

Maduogotoutofthebathroom andfoundReba

inthebedroom.

Reba:Goodmorning.



Maduo:Morning.

Reba:Ibroughtfreshclothesforyouandthey

areyoursize,checkinthebag.

Shenoddedasheheadedintothebathroom.

Sheopenedthebagandlookedattheyellow

dress.Shecouldn'trememberwhereshehad

seenit.

Shesawafewtoiletryitemsandsheheldthe

perfumeinherhand.Itwasonesheliked.She

sighed.Sheshouldn'ttrytoohardtothinkabout

itall.

WhenRebawalkedouthefoundhersittingon

thebed.Shelookedathim.

Maduo:Arewegoingsomewhere?

Reba:Yes.Tothedoctor's..westillhavetoget

youcheckedout.



Shenoddedandshelookedawayashegot

dressed.Rebachuckled.Oncehewasdone,he

grabbedhiswallet.Hewasn'tplanningon

takinghertothenewhouse.Itwasnoteven

ready.

Reba:Wecangonow,we'llgrabsomethingto

eatintown.Isthatokay?

Maduo:Yeah.

Shestoodupandheheldherwaistasthey

walkedout.

30minuteslaterafFrancistownAirport

MaduoheldRebabedi'shandasshestepped

outofthehelicopter.Shehadjustmethis

cousin.HesaidhisnamewasTyler.

Reba:SoIguesswehavetwohourstoget



thingsdone.

Tyler:Weareleavingthehelicopterintheairport.

Letmegointotown,youguysdoyourstuff.

TheymadetheirwayoutoftheairportandReba

wasgladitwasnotthatbusy.Otherwiseall

eyeswould'vebeenonthem.

Hecaughtacabandopenedthedoorforher.

ShegotinfirstandRebagavethecabdriverthe

nameoftheplacetheyaregoingto.

Whentheyarrived,hepaidandthedriverdrove

away.

Maduo:IfeellikeIhavebeenherebefore.

Reba:Youhave..let'sgolove.Thedoctoris

waitingforus.



Theywalkedintothehospitalpremises.Maduo

lookedaround.Sheshouldstopcrackingher

braininanattempttorememberwhat

happenedinthepast.

Theywalkedinsidethehospital.Theypassed

thereceptionontheirwaytoTumi'soffice.

Rebaknockedonthedoor.

Tumi:Comein..

HeopenedthedoorandletMaddywalkinfirst.

Heclosedthedooroncehewasinside.

Tumi:MorningMrandMrsKgosi.

Reba:morningdoc.

Maduo:Morning.

ThedoctorlookedatReba.

Tumi:Sheseemslost..

Reba:That'sthereasonwhyweareheredoc..

Tumifrowned.Shewasjusttoldthatthey



bookedanappointmentsosheguessedithad

somethingtodowiththebabies.

Reba:Welldoc...

AndlikethatRebatoldhertheeventsthat

happenedasperhisfatherinlaw'sstatement.

TumilookedatRebaandMaddy.Shewrote

downeverythinghesaid.

Tumi:Maddycanyoumoveyourhair?

Shedidandthatwaswhenshesawthebruise.

Tumi:Shehitherheadandsawherbiggest

phobia?

Reba:That'sbasicallyitandIfoundherpassed

out.Thewindowswereclosed..

Tuminotedthatdowntoo.

Tumi:CanyousitonthebedMaddy?



Shestoodup.Rebadidthesameasthey

walkedtothebedattheendoftheoffice..

Hehelpedhergetonthebed.Tumiwalkedto

thebed.

Sheflashedthesmalltorchintohereyes.

Tumi:Yourname..

Maduo:MaduoSolo..Kgosi..

Tumi:Shereallylost3yearsofmemory?

Reba:Yep...

Tumi:Ican'tdoaCTorMRIscanbecausesheis

pregnant.Anultrasoundwillfollowshortlyto

seehowthebabiesare.

Reba:Sothereisnothingwecando?

Tumi:Atthispointfrom whatyoutoldme,hitting

herheadisthebiggestcontributertothe

amnesiabutawhole3yearsissomethingI

haveneverseenbefore..



Shepausedasshewrotedownonherpad.

Tumi:Wemightbedealingwithpsychogenic

amnesia...

.
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Atthehospital

Reba:Putitinlayman'stermsdoc..

Tumi:psychogenicamnesiausuallyknownas

dissociativeamnesia.It'sararecaseof

amnesiathatstemsfrom traumaoremotional

shock.Itisbasicallypsychological.Thebrain



choosestoforgetcertainevents..

Maduojustlookedather.Shedidn'tquite

follow.

Tumi:WhatI'm sayingisthatherseeingher

biggestphobiamight'vebeentraumaticforher.

Assuchshelostpersonalmemories.Itusually

doesn'tlastthatlongthough.

Reba:Soshewillbefine?

Tumi:yes.Headinjuriesdon'tcausesevere

amnesiahencethepsychogenicamnesia..but..

Theybothlookedather.

Tumi:It'srarefordissociativeamnesiatolast

formonthssoinaweek,weshouldbeseeing

progresswithhermemory.

Theybothnodded,sotherewasstillhopefor

her.Shewasgoingtogetbetter.

Tumi:Maddydoyourememberafewthings

from yourpast?



Maduo:I'vestartedrememberingafewthings.

Namesandcertainevents.Igetasenseofdéja

vú.LikewhenIwalkedinheretoday,itfeltasif

I'vebeenherebefore.

Tumi:Thereisprogress.Withthatbeingsaid

canwegodoanultrasoundandcheckthe

babies'progress.Theroutinecheckup.

Maduo:Okay.

Theyallwenttothescanroom.

Tumi:Thegelmightbecold.

MaduonoddedasTumispreadthegelallover

hertummy.Shelookedatthescreenthe

momentTumiplacedthewandonhertummy.

Tumi:Theylookgood.

Sheheardthestrongheartbeartsamdsmileda

bit.

Tumi:Andhealthy.Seemsliketheywere



unaffectedbytheaccident.

Rebalookedatthescreen.Shewascarryinghis

kids.

Whentheyweredoneatthedoctor'sheheldher

shoulders.

Reba:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Maduo:Anythingisgood.

Helookedathersadface.Heliftedherheadup.

Reba:Whyareyousad?

Maduo:I..Idon'tknowhonestly.Mustbe

hormones.Canwego?(softly)

Reba:Sure.

Theycaughtataxithattookthem totown.They

crossedtheroadastheyheadedintothemall.

Theyfoundaplacetoeatatandtheysatdown.



Helookedathersullenface.

Reba:Babytalktome..

Shesighed.

Maduo:Idon'tknow.Honestly.

Herubbedherhand.

Reba:Let'sorderandgetoutofhere.

Shenodded.

Theyplacedanorderandshelookedathim.

Maduo:CanIborrowyourphone?

Rebatookouthisphoneandhandedittoher.

Shesawherselfonhisscreenandthatmade

hersmileabit.Shedidn'tknowwhatshewas

lookingforbutshejustwenttohisWhatsApp.

Hedidn'thavealotofcontacts.Hellhehadless

thantwentycontactsandtheywereallfamily

andshesawaparticularcontactwrittenDr.She

clickedontheconversationandshejustreadit



allasfastasshecould.Shefrowned.Therehad

beenamentionofdrugsintheconversation.

Didhedodrugs?

Shejustshookherheadandclickedonthe

conversationhehadwithher.Wellshewas

guessingitwasherlookingatthedp.Sheread

themessagesandshesmiled.Themessages

weresweetandheartwarmingbutitlookedlike

therehadbeennocommunicationforovera

month.Wasitmaybebecauseofthecheating?

Rebawatchedtheplayofemotionsonherface.

Hedidn'tknowwhatshewaslookingforin

particular.

Maduomovedtothegalleryandshescrolled

downthepictures.Itwaspicturesofthem.

Happyandinlove.Bythelookofthingsit

seemedasifthismanwasherworld.She



smiledassheplayedavideoofthem eatingon

thecouch.Sheloweredthevolume.Hewas

throwingpopcornathertellinghertostop

shootingbutshedidn'tmind.

Shelaughedsoftlyasshestaredatthephone

screen.

HewasbusysayingMmaKgosistopitwhile

shejustlaughedathim.Healwayslookedthis

goodneh..

Sheplayedanothervideoandbythelooksofit

shewastheonewhoshotit.

"GuysmeettheloveofmylifeRebabedi..Baby

sayhitothecameratlhe..don'tbe

grumpy..smileforme.."

Shesmiled.Hejustlookedawayandshehad

somehowcorneredhim intotalking.Theyhada

lotofpicturestogetheryoh.

Sheliftedherhead.



Maduo:Reba?

Reba:Hmm?

Theirorderarrivedandshewaitedforthewaiter

towalkaway.

Sheshowedhim thevideo.

Reba:Youlikepicturesawholelot.

Maduo:Wasiteveruploaded.

Reba:Youneveruploadvideosofus.Forprivacy

love.Wedon'tneedpeopleknowingwhatwedo

behindcloseddoors.Youwerejusttryingwhat

thoseYoutubersdoonme..

Shechuckled.

Maduo:Really?

Reba:Really.

Hetookthephonefrom herandwentto

Facebook.Heclickedonheraccountandgave



herthephone.

Reba:That'syourFacebookaccount.

Shescrolledthroughtheposts.Hewasright.

Andsherarelyuploadedphotosofhim orthe

bothofthem.Shehadonceuploadedhishand

though.

Theonlypictureofherpregnantwasafewdays

ago.

Maduo:Ihadaparty?

Reba:Yes.Yournineteenth..

Sheslowlynodded.ShewaswithRethabile.She

lookednice.Itwasweirdtoseeherselfbutnot

rememberdoinganyofthethingsinthe

pictures.

Sheputthephonedownandstarteddiggingin.

Thefoodwasgood.Onceshewasdoneshe

lookedupatReba.



Maduo:DidwestayinFrancistown?

Reba:Yesbutcurrentlyyoustayinourhouseat

Gaboroneforschool.

Maduo:Letmeguess..I'm doingamoneyrelated

course?

Reba:Yes..

Maduo:Okay.Howwasmyperformance?

Reba:youareagoodstudentlove,youpassed

yourtestsandeventhoughyouwerestressed

becauseofmystupidmistakeyoustillpassed.

AG.P.Aof4.0isnotbadatall..

Shenodded.

Hepaidandhelpedherup.

Reba:Weshouldgetgoing.

Maduo:Wherearewegoing?

Reba:Bobonong.Wehavealotweshoulddo.



Maduo:Ooh.

Theywalkedoutofthesmallrestaurantholding

handsandshejustlookedathisarms.Hewas

strongandmuscular.Shewillremember

everythingwithtime.

Theycaughtyetanothercabtotheairport.

Rebawasworkingwithtimehereandnextstop

wasthehealerandthentomorrowmaybe

family.Hedidn'twanttooverwhelm herwitha

lotofthingsallatonce.

Anhourlater

AtBobonong

TheywalkedintotheKgosihousehold.Noone

wasaroundasperhisinstructions.Theyjust



neededtoseethehealerfornow.

Maduo:Isthiswhereyoulive?Wait..Kgosi..asin

ourvilagechief?

Rebanodded.Shewasrememberingalright.

Reba:Heismygrandfather.

Maduo:ooh.Okay.

Theywalkedintotheroom wherethehealer

normallyconsultedthefamily.Hebowedhis

headandMaduoquicklyfollowedsuit.Shewas

lost.Shelookedathim withquestioningeyes

andhejustmimed'gowiththeflow'

Shenoddedstillconfused.Whatwasgoingon?

HesatdownandMadudidtoo.

Healer:Youdidgoodbycominghere.

Rebanodded.

ThehealerlookedatMaduowhowashonestly

swimmingthroughapoolofconfusion.



Healer:We'rehappythatsheandthebabiesare

safe..solet'sgettoit.

Hedidhisincantationsandhejusttouchedher

shoulderwiththestick.Maduojustquietly

watched.Thehealerlookedatherwristsand

noticedthebandwasstillthere.Hewilladdtwo

moreandtomorrowtheywillhavetodoa

ceremony.

Heclosedhiseyesforaminutebeforehe

lookedather.

Healer:Shelosthermemory?

Reba:Yes.

Healer:Shewillbefine.Thataccidentwasan

attack..

Maduo'searsperkedupandRebalistened

carefully.

Healer:Weneedmoreprotection.Itseemsasif



thewitchesofthisvillageknowwhatsheis

carrying..

Reba:Hencethosesnakes.Thescenewasjust..

Healer:Isawitafterwards..

HenoddedandMaduo'sheartbeatincreased.

Healer:Don'tworrychild.Wearesortingthis

onceandforallattomorrow'sceremony.

Shenodded.Witchesandwhatwasshe

carrying?

Healer:Youhavequestionsbutyouwill

rememberinduetime.Whatwehavetofocus

onisprotectionanddealingwiththewitches.

Shejustnoddedashesaidhisincantations..

AWEEKLATER



AtPrecious'shouse

Maduorubbedhertummyasshesatinthe

bathtub.Hesaidhewaspickingherupandthey

weregoingtodosomethingfunbutshedidn't

knowhowtotellhim.Shesighedasshe

eventuallygotoutofthewater.

Shewascarefulnottoslip.Thewitcheswere

dealtwithandsheandherbabiesweresafe.

Thatwasallthatmatteredatthemoment.

Christmaswasfastapproachingandshewas

perplexedinallhonestly.

Shewalkedtothebedroom wheresheslipped

herringonandtiedherhair.Sheworealong

dressandajacket.Shedidn'twanttogetcold

atall.



Shelookedatherphoneandscrolledthrough

alltheirmessgaethroughoutthisweek.She

sighedassheslippedherfeetintofurslippers.

Herfeetwerekillingher.

Adookknocksoundedthroughthehouse.

PreciousheldKgotsoagainstherhipasshe

wenttoopenthedoor.

Rebawalkedin.

Reba:Dumelang.

Precious:Hey.Sheiscoming.

Reba:Thankyou.

Preciousnoddedasshewalkedaway.She

passedbyMaddy'sroom andknockedonthe

door.

Maduo:comein.



Precious:Mysoninlawiswaitingforyou..

Maduo:okaymama..

PreciousheadedtoKgotso'snurserywhereshe

placedthesmilingbabydown.

Maduowalkedoutofthebedroom holdingher

phone.Sheheadedtotheloungeandflasheda

cutesmilewhenshesawhim.

Reba:HeyMmaKgosi..

Maduo:Hello..

Reba:Readywhenyouare.

Maduo:Wherearewegoing?

Reba:Justcome.

Shewalkedtohim andheheldherhand.

Maduo:Mamawe'regone(shouting)

Precious:Okay(shoutingback)



Heledhertothecarandshegotinside.She

didn'tknowwheretheyweregoing.

Hedroveforminutesandshejustlookedathim.

Sheclosedhereyesforafewsecondsbefore

sheopenedthem again.

Hefinallyparkedthecar.Shelookedoutthe

window.

Maduo:Wherearewe?

Reba:Somewheresecluded.

Hegotoutofthecarandwenttoopenthedoor

forher.

Hehelpedhergetoutofthwcarandheldher

waist.Hewalkedtothecarbootandopenedit.

Heputthebasketinthecar.

Theybothsatdown.Thecarwentdownabit

andshesmiled.



Maduo:I'm heavyshem..

Reba:Withagoodreason..

Shehithisshoulder.

Maduo:You'resupposedtocomplimentmeand

sayI'm notfat.

Reba:I'm sorry(smiling)

Hejustheldhercloseastheystaredatthe

sunset.Itwassereneouthere.Peacefuland

calm.Shecouldfeelherbodyrelaxingasthey

watchedthechangeofcoloursfrom thepinkish

huetotheorange.Thiswasgolden.Shelooked

upathim.Shelookedintohiseyesandher

heartstringstugged.Shehopedshewasgoing

tobedoingtherightthing.

Hecaughtherlookingathim.Hejustpecked

herpoutedlips.

Reba:Iloveyouautwe?



Shenoddedandshestaredstraightahead.He

rubbedherarmsthroughthematerialofher

jacket.

Maduo:Reba?(softly)

Helookedather.

Reba:Yes?

Maduo:Iremember....

.
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Attheunknownlocation

Maduo:Iremember....



Rebabedilookedather.

Reba:Okay..

Theybothkeptquietastheystaredatthe

sunset.Maduosighed.

Maduo:Whatdowedofrom hereon?

Reba:It'sstillentirelyuptoyouMaddy.Ididyou

wrongandyouknowthat.

Maduo:Iknow.Iknowapartofmewillalways

rememberwhatyoudidbut...

Shepausedthoughfullyashelookedather.

Maduo:I'm willingtoworkthisout.

Hiseyeslitup.

Reba:Really?

Shenoddedtearfullyassheplacedherheadon

hisshoulder.

Maduo:IloveyouandIdon'tthinkIwillstop

lovingyou..



Reba:ThankyouMrsKgosi.Youhavenoidea

whatthismeanstome.

Maduo:WewillbefineIguess.

Aboutofsilencepassedbeforeshelookedat

him.Shewantedtoask.

Maduo:Reba?

Reba:Yeslove?

Maduo:IknowwhatIdidwasinvasionof

privacybutyourememberlastweekwhenyou

handedmeyourphone?

Henodded.

Maduo:Ikindofopenedyourmessagesand

cameacrossonewithacontactnamedDr...

Shepausedtogaugehisreactionbuttherewas

none.

Maduo:Ikindofreadsomethingaboutdrugs..

Shesaidabitunsure.



Rebasighed.Shouldhetellher?Shewon'tuse

anythingagainsthim?

Maduosawhim fightingwithhimselfandshe

justwaited.

Reba:It'sacomplicatedmatter.

Maduo:Uncomplicateitforme..

Reba:RememberwhenIsaidIhaveapast?

Shenodded.Shebitdowntheguiltthatshehad

inregardstodoubtinghim thatdayonher

birthday.Thisweekshehadstartedtoadd2

and2together.Sohewasjustinthefarm but

doingwhat?Shedidn'tknow.

Reba:It'srelatedtothat..

Maduo:Ooh..

Rebasighed.

Reba:Canwhateverwetalkaboutstaybetween



us?Anddon'tusewhatI'm abouttotellyou

againstme..

Heseemedseriousandshenodded.Herlips

weresealed.

Reba:Themainreasonmennevertalkabout

anythingisthatonceawomanknowshis

weakness,theywilluseitagainsthim.

Maduo:Ihearyou..

Shehasreadaboutathreadofthatnatureon

Facebookandthatwasthereasonwhymany

mencommitsuicide.

Reba:Thisisgoingtobeweirdandawkward..

Maduo:It'sokay.Ifyoudon'twanttotellmeit's

good.I'llunderstand.

Reba:IfIdon'ttellyou,Idon'tthinkI'llbeableto

tellyouever.

Maduo:Ok.Takeyourtime.



Reba:WhereshouldIstart?

Maduo:Anywhereisgood..

Reba:Let'sstartat14..

Shenodded.

Reba:Iwasbornwithasilverspooninmy

mouthwhichiscommonknowledge.Fuck!I

evenfeltlikeagodbecauseoftheKgosiname.

WhateverIwanted,Icouldhaveaccesstoit.

Maduolookedathim.

Reba:YoucouldsayIwasobnoxious.Didn't

careaboutmostpeople,justfamily.Andit'sstill

thesametillknow..at14Istarteddrugs..

Shegasped,sheneverexpectedtohearthat

Rebacoulddodrugs.

Reba:(chuckling)mamacitathat'sthefirstpart

ofit..



Maduo:Yoh.Okay.Continue...

Reba:ObviouslyIhadmoneytoaffordtobuy

drugs.Iwasdoingcokeandheroine..yeah.To

meweedwastoocheap..

Maduocouldunderstandabit.Privateschool

kidshadatendencytodothesestuff.Shedid

knowafewofherclassmateswhowereinto

drugsjustcausetheycanandwantto.

Reba:MeandTylerarethesameage.Heisjust

afewmonthsolderandIintroducedhim to

drugs..

Helaugheditoffabit.

Reba:Wellmyfatherfoundout.Heislate.

Kgololo..

Shelistenedattentively.

Reba:Wegotthebeatingofourlives...

Maduolaughedsoftly.

Maduo:Tosetyouguysonthestraightand



narrow?

Reba:Somethinglikethatsowestoppedforlike

twomonthsbeforewestartedbuyingthestuff

again.Weusuallytookitduringweekendstill

westartedbecomingaddictstothestuff..Tyler

hadtoseektherapythattimetostopthe

addiction.WewerefifteenIthink...

Maduo:Andyou?

Reba:Well..Ijuststoppedusingandrefused

therapy.Iwassostubbornandmydadgaveup

onmegoingtotherapy.Hedecidedtotakeme

tothefarm andhetooktimeoffwork..Ihad

someprettyhecticwithdrawalsymptoms...

Maduolookedathim.Thatwashectic.

Reba:Schoolwasnotreallyaproblem formeso

Igotovertheaddictionthere.Thesamefarm

thatyoufoundyourselfatlastweek.

Maduotriedtodothemath.That'swhyTyler

wasspeakingabouthealing.Thatfarm..



Reba:whenIwasgettingbetterhetaughtme

howtoplaytheguitarandhegotmemyvery

firstoneandwegotcloserthanever.Likereally

close.Ievendevelopedaninterestoverhorses

anddidmoreresearchonthebreeds,hellIeven

chosewhichonestobreedandwhichonesto

leave...

Maduo:That'snice.Yourfatherwasmorelikea

hero.

Reba:Hewasmyidol.Morethanahero.

Amomentofsilencepassedbetweenthem.

Reba:Welltimepassedandweweresucha

happyfamily.Areallyhappyone.Itwasnotasif

wewereneverhappy,mydrugaddictionhadput

atemporaryhalttothehappinessbutthings

wentbacktonormal.Wewenttothefarm often

asafamilyanditwasfun.Lifewasgood.At16

IfoundoutIhadachosenwifebutIjustletit



slidebecauseIwasstillateen.Whohadtime

forthinkingaboutwivesatthatage...

Helookedather.

Reba:Nooffencelove..

Maduo:Nonetaken..

Reba:Uhmm..then17happened..

Heswallowedaheavylump.Thatwasreallythe

traumathatshapedhiswholefuckinglifeand

onehecan'tseem toforget..

Reba'slipsshookslightlyashefacedtheother

side.Maduojustplacedhersmallhandsonhis

cheeks.

Maduo:Talktome..

Shemadehim turntofaceherandshesawthe

paininhishazeleyes.Shejustheldhischeek.

Shewascurioustoknowwhathappenedbut

shewasn'tgonnapushhim totellher.Ifhe

wantstotellher,hewill..



Shejustplacedherheadonhischest.

Maduo:It'sokay...

Rebajustheldherasheblinkedbacktears.He

wasreallycrying.GoodGod!!

Maduoliftedherheadandlookedathim.Her

heartbroke.Shehadoncesaidhewasaliar,he

wasjustgoingtopurgehischeatingwaysbut

lookingathim,sheswallowedherwords.

Shehadjudgedhim harshlyandshesuspected

thereasonhehadleftheratthepartywasthat

herwordshadsomehowhurthim buthelether

hurthim becauseheknewhehurtherwhichon

it'sownwasnotright..

Reba:Uhm..Stuffhappened(shakyvoice)

Shenodded.

Rebabithislowerlipasheswallowedtearfully.

Thiswasapartofthepasthedidn'twantto



revisit.

Maduojustusedherhandstoholdhisface.

Maduo:Whateveritis..I'm sorry..

Shejustplacedhisheadonhisthighs.

Maduo:Iwon'tjudge.Forbetterorforworse.

Foreverandalways.Intimesofhealthand

sickness.ForeternityIguess..Youdon'thaveto

secondguessyourselfwhethertotrustmeor

not.I'm here.Always..

Shejustblinkedbacktears.Herstrongman

wasbreakingandsheneversawbehindthe

façadeorpersona.

Maduojustplacedherheadonhisback.She

ignoredherbackpainfornow.

Maduo:Iwillalwaysfightyourbattleswith

you..Always..

Rebabedijustheldbackthetears.Heshouldn't

bebreakingdown.Hewasdealingwithitbut



tellinghiswifewasanotherthing.Andhedidn't

knowhowshewasgoingtolookathim after

this.

Hejustliftedhisheadandhesawthetearsin

hereyes.

Reba:Nowwhyareyoucrying?

Sheshookherhead.

Maduo:Nothing..Justplaceyourheadonmy

thighs.It'snotaboutmehere..(chuckling

tearfully)

Heusedhisthumbtowipehertears.

Reba:I'm good.Wherewerewe?

Maduo:ForoncedoasItellyou..

Hechuckledasheplaceditonherthighs.

Maduo:Nowyoucantellme..

Reba:At17TylerandIwerekidnapped.



Sheplacedherotherhandonherheart.She

didn'tquitelikethis.Kidnapped?

Reba:Turnsouttheyweremyfather'senemies

andwereplanningondestroyingtheempireand

him.JustbasicallyfuckupthewholeKgosi

clan..

Hepausedandshejustgentlyrubbedhisbroad

back.

Reba:Uhm..theytorturedus..(holdingbacktears)

Maduo'sheartcaughtinherthroat.Torture?To

17yearolds?Howcruelcouldpeoplebe?

Reba:Atfirsttheyusedphysicaltorture.

Starvingus,beatingswithwhips.Overtimewe

gotusedtothat..

Heswallowedpainfully.

Maduo:It'sokay..

Shedidn'tknowwhathewasabouttosaynext.



Reba:Uhm...Theystarted..

Hebreathedheavilyasthetearsfellontheir

ownaccordandthememoriescameoutto

play...herememberedbeggingthem nottodo

that.Thattheywillgetwhattheywant..

Maduo'stearsfellasshefeltthewetnesson

herdress.Hewascrying.Thisjusttoreher

heart..

Reba:Uhm..They...(shakyvoice)

Hecouldn'tsayit.Allthattheysaidbrought

moretearsandjustlikethathewasthat17

yearoldboyagain.Helplessandpowerless.He

hadnocontroloveranythingthathappened.In

hismindhewasbackatthatdirtyroom allbone

now..weak,defencelessandnotmanenough..

Reba:They...r..raped..

BeforehecouldfinishMaduo'stearswere



alreadyrunningdownhercheeks.Thesalty

watermetatherchinassheplacedhershaky

handoverhermouth..

Rebajustsilentlyletthetearsfall.Thiswaspart

ofthehealingprocess..

Minutespassedandshefinallywipedhertears.

Sherubbedhisbackassheplacedherchinon

hisback.

Maduo:Ididn'tknow...OhGod!!(tearfully)

Moretearsfilledhereyes.

Rebajustswallowedpainfully.Itwasallcoming

backandthiswasthepurgingthatneededto

takeplace.

Reba:DidItellyouthatwewerekidnappedfora

wholeyear..

Shedidn'tknowifherhearthadtobreakover

andoveragainbecausethiswasjusttoomuch.



Reba:Theywoulddoitever...everydayand...

Hepausedashetriedtoblockthememories.

Thosetauntingwords.Theroughnesstothe

pointthattheywouldbleed.Hewantedtodieat

thatpoint..

Reba:IhelpedTylerescapesothathecouldgo

gethelp..Andtheyfoundout..itgot

worse..everythingtripled..

ThistimeMaduojustheldhim asshefelthim

tremblingslightly.Herbigmanwasbreaking.

Hehadbeenabrokenmanwithabrokenpast.

Onethatwastoohardtodealwith..

Maduo:I'm sosorry...(crying)Theyare

monsters..GodReba..

Sheshouldn'tbetheonebreaking.Butitwas

toomuchforherweakheart..herchestwasso

tightandshecouldjustimaginewhathewent

through..



RebawentsilentasMaduosobbed.Hedidn't

meantomakehercry..

Reba:Twomonthslater,Iwasclosetodeath.So

soclosewhenmyfathershowedupwith

backup.Hehadconnectionsandapparently

theyhadbeensendinghim videosofwhatthey

hadbeendoingtous...

Maduoshookherhead.This...

Reba:Buttheycouldn'tpinpointthelocation.But

anywayintheprocessofsavingme,theykilled

him.RightinfrontofmyeyesandIcouldn'tdo

anythingtosavemyidol...

Thistimehisvoicegotreallyshaky..

Reba:TheykilledtheonlymanIlookedupto.

JustafewgunshotsendedhislifeandI

couldn'tdoanythingtosavehim Maddy...They

killedhim...heisgone..Iwatchedhim die...I

watchedhim bleedfrom thosemultiple

gunshots..AndIwasweak.Iwasn'tmanenough



tosavehim..Ilethim down...(crying)Kgololois

nevercomingbackandithurts...Istillneeded

him..

Maduojustcriedandithurthermorethathe

wasinpain.Justhearinghim crywasanother

kindofpainshehadn'texperienced.

Reba:IstillneedmyfatherMaddy...I'm lost

withouthim..

Hisvoicebrokeheralreadybrokenheart..and

hehadkeptthisinsideforyears.Henevertold

heranything.Hehadcaredforherandwas

alwaysthereforherwithnocomplaint

whatsoeveryetheharbouredpain.Hehadbeen

hidingthebrokennessinhim.Shewasso

selfish.Shewantedittobeallaboutherbutshe

neverreallyobservedhim...

Hiscrybellowedintotheearlynightandshe



justkeptonwipinghertears.Sherubbedhis

backtillhewassilent.

Reba:IwastakentohospitalandIhad

sustainedalotofinjuries.Iattendedhisfuneral

inawheelchair.Iwassosoweak..

Thiswassoheartwrenching.

Hesniffed.

Reba:AndeversincehisfuneralIhavenever

evergonetohiagravetillrecently.

Shejustwipedhertears.

Reba:well..AfterafewmonthsinhospitalItook

offforCanada.ImetStarthereandIwas

alreadybacktodrugs...AndIusedBDSM asa

waytogetmycontrolback.Totryandhide

whathappened.Gotmybacktattootohidethe

scars..it'samiraclethatImanagedtograduate

topclassatschoolreally..



Hesighedwithaheavychest.

Maduo:Younevergottherapy?

Heshookhishead.

Reba:IfiguredIdidn'tneedthat.Icutthedrug

addictionwhenIarrivedhereandItookoverthe

company.Ifeltincontrolofeverythingagain.I

hadlongcutcommunicationwithTyler.Wejust

reconnectedwhenIwasinJwanengthattime

andinallhonesty,Iwasrunningaway.Ididn'tdo

loveMaddy..

Shejustnoddedasshesniffed..

Heliftedhisheadupandlookedatherredeyes.

Heusedhisthumbtowipehertears.

Reba:Icheatedforthesex,thepowerand

dominance.Youlackednothinglove.Ihave

unresolvedissues..(sighing)Iam seeinga

psychologistsoitwillbefine.I'llbegood..

Shelookedathim.



Maduo:CanIattendwithyou?

Reba:Ifyouwantto..

Shenodded.

Maduo:Youhaven'tbeentakingdrugsever

sinceCanada?

Helookeddown.

Reba:Islipped.Whenyouaskedmetogiveyou

spacebackinGaborone..IoverdosedwhenIgot

home..

Sherubbedherchest.

Reba:Nearlydiedfrom theoverdosebutluckily

mypsychologistcamebackintimeandIwas

rushedtohospitalsothattheycanpumpthe

drugsoutofmysystem.Iusedsexasacoping

mechanism andsinceIwasn'tgoingtocheat

anymoreIboughtsomesnow.Justtotakethe

edgeandpainaway.Whiskeywasn'tstrong



enough..

Shedidn'tknowhowtofeel.Soshenearlylost

him withoutknowing.Hewasfightinghis

battlesallalone.Thatalonejustkilledherinside.

Soshenearlylostthefatherofherbabiesand

heneversaidanything.Hewasdyinginsideand

helethertreathim thatway..sheshookher

head.Shewasstartingtoquestionifshe

deservedhisselflessness..

Allshedidwastakeandtakebutshenever

gave.Herguiltrefusedtogodown.

Reba:I'm okay.Tylerisgood.Hegottherapy

immediatelyafterthewholeordeal.I'llbefine.

Don'tstress..

Hepulledhertohim andaheburstintotears.

Shewassuchaselfishhumanbeing.



Reba:Maddynoneofthisisnoone'sfault.You'll

stressthebabiesandyourself.Wedon'twant

youhauvingapanicattack.Breath..

Hesaidwhenhenoticedthatshewas

strugglingtobreath..

Hejustheldherinhisarms..

Anhourlaterhehadwrappedherupinafleece

blanketastheywatchedthestars.

Herthroatwassodryfrom thecryingandshe

couldfeelaslightheadache..

Hejustgotthebasketandtookoutabottleof

water.

Hehandedherthebottleandshethankedhim

withhereyes.

Shegulpeditdownandwhenthebottlewasat

halfshehandedhim thebottle.

Shewantedtosaysomething.Anythingto



breakthesilence.

Maduo:Whatdidyoumeanwhenyousaidyou

wanttoapologizetherightway?

Reba:Familymeetingandbeingfinedandall.

Shenodded.

Maduo:Don't.Canitstaybetweenus?Idon't

wantacasewheretheelderswillbewhispering

inmyear.SomewillsayIshouldleavecausea

leopardneverchangesit'sspotandthingslike

that..

Reba:Sure?

Shenodded..

Maduo:We'regoingtobestrongerafterthis

right..Andwetalk..I'm sosorryIhavebeenso

selfishinourmarriage.SosorryMrKgosi.Ke

tlaipaakanya..

Shestillsawhim asthemanforher.Thefather

ofherkids.Theheadofthehouse.Nothingwas



goingtochangethat.Hewasherhusbandfor

betterorforworse..

Sheplacedherheadonhisshoulder.Her

stomachrumbledandtheybothlaughed.

Reba:Youstillneedtobefed.

Maduo:IloveyouKgosi.

Reba:IloveyoutooMrsRebabediKgosi..

Hepeckedherlips.

.

*

*

*

*

SIXMONTHSLATER
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AtPrecious'shouse,Bobonong

Maduowalkedbackinsidethehouseafter

joggingarounditfivetimes.Sheusedthesmall

toweltowipehersweat.

Shelookedathermom whowasshushing

Emma.

Maduo:Yooorataattention.

Precious:Sheiscalm now..

Maduo:LetmegoshowerfirstandIwillhelp

youwiththem.

Precious:AndIthinkyourhardworkpaidoff..

Maduotwirledforhermotherallexcited.



Maduo:Figuremommy.Iwon'tleave

confinementstilllookingallchubby.

Preciouslaughed.

Precious:Goshowerandcomeback.

Maduo:Okay.

Shewalkedtoherbedroom.Confinementfora

wholethreemonths.Atleastbabydaddycame

everyweektoseehisbabies.Shesighed.She

missedhim.Andtothinkwhenhecametovisit

hefoundherlookinglikeamessbecauseshe

didn'tsleep.Hiskidswouldstartcrying

midnightandshewouldbeupforhourstrying

toshushthem.Atleastherbrotherwasnota

baby..hewasayearoldsothatwasoneless

problem.

Shecheckedherphoneandfoundhismissed

call.Shecalledhim backimmediatelyasshe

walkedintothebathroom.Sheopenedthetap



amdputastopper.Shepouredbathsaltsinto

thewater.

Hefinallyanswered.

Maduo:Heylove,sawyourmissedcall..

Reba:It'sokay.BabeI'm comingtopickyou

guystomorrow.Threemonthsisoverakere?

Maduo:Yeah..Tomorrowwhattime?

Reba:Anytimeisteatime..

Maduo:tlherrabuanakowena..

Reba:Probablyaroundnoon..

Maduo:Cool..

Atinycrytorethroughthehouseandsheshook

herhead.

Maduo:youshouldcometakeyourkidsMr..

Reba:(chuckling)okay.Iwillcalllater..



Maduo:Okay.Iloveyou.

Reba:IloveyoumoreMmaKgosi..

Hehungupandshejustwalkedtothedoorof

thebathroom andthrewherphoneonthebed.

Sheclosedthebathroom doorandstrippedher

clothes.

Shelookedatherbodyinfrontofthefulllength

mirror.

Shehadacurvyfigurenow.Niice.Sheheldher

boobs.Fortunatelytheyweren'tsaggy.Guess

shewasdifferent.Sheturnedaroundandwell

thebio-oilwasdoingit'sjob.Thestretchmarks

werefadingandshesmiled.Shewashappy.

Whowouldbelieveshewasamotheroftwo

withthisfigure?Hertummywasalmostthere.

Justpurerawexercise...



Shewalkedtothwtubandgotinside.She

closedhereyes.Shewillhavetodealwith

thosetwolater.

AtRebabedi'splace

Hewalkedaroundthehouse.Thenurserywas

set.Thefunnythingisthatshehasneverbeen

atthishousebeforesoitwasgoingtobenice

towelcomeherandthekidshome.

Heslidhisphoneoutofhispocketandlooked

atthepicturesofthebabies.Theymadethose

twohumanbeings.Hepunchedtheair.Damn...

Hewalkedtothebedroom wherehehadplaced

apictureframeofthem togethernexttothe

bed.Shewasgoingtolovethis.Heslidhis



phoneinhispocket.Hehadtogothemalland

stockupalotofthingsandleavefirstthing

tomorrowmorning.

Thatwasaplan.

AtPrecious'shouse

MaduoburpedKgololoJrasthelittleboy

sighedcontentedly.

Maduo:Atleastyouguyswillbotheryourdad

notmethenextmonths..

Sheheldhim andwalkedtothelounge.When

EmmasawherholdingKgololoJrshejust

scrunchedherlittleface.

Maduo:Andyouwanttocry.Youguysdon't

wanttoseemehappyneh..



Sheplacedthebabyboyonthematandshe

lookedatEmmawhonowgaveheragummy

smile.

Maduo:Isaidit.Orataattentiongorengwanake

wena..

Shefacepalmed.

Hermothercamebackandshesatdown.

Precious:Theyarecute..

Maduo:Very..

Shesaidinanaawtoneasshelookedatthe

two..

Shestoodupandheadedtothekitchen.She

wipedthebottles.Themilkwaswarm enough.

Shewokeupearlyjusttopumpmilk.Theydo

getthebreast,justthatitwaseasiertogive

bothofthem theirbottlesbecausethemoment

shestartsbreastfeedingone,theotherwillcry..



Shesatonthematandtheybothcrawledtoher.

ShegaveEmmaherbottlefirst.Shewasfussy

andshelikedthrowinglittlefitsthatwere

annoyingbutcute.Attentionseeker.

Kgololowascalm andobservant.Helookedat

herwiththoseeyesthatwerehisfather's.She

gavehim thebottleandhehelditwithbothhis

hands.

Maduo:NowI'm expectingyourcooperation

babies.Youguysarealwayscalm whendaddy

isaroundbuthedidn'tcarryyouguysfornine

monthsandhedidn'tpushyourheadsoutdid

he?

ShesaidgrinningasEmmalaidonherbackand

suckedonthebottle.Sheusedherlittlefootto

kickherface.

Maduo:Haish..

Hermotherlaughed.



Precious:Leavethekidsalone..

Maduo:Theyalwaysbetraymewhentheirfather

isaround..

ShesatcrossleggedonthematandKgololo

placedhisheadonherthighashedrankhis

milkpeacefully.

Maduo:Mama?

Precious:Hmm?

Maduo:Howlongshouldsomeonelikego

withoutsexaftergivingbirth?

Preciousraisedhereyebrows.

Precious:Justsay'howlongam Isupposedto

gowithoutsexaftergivingbirth'..

Maduo'scheeksheated.Butshewantedto

know.Shepersonallywasn'tplanningonsex

anytimesoon.Maybeafterayearbecausethe

labourroom isnojoke..



Maduo:Okay.I..I'm talkingaboutme.

Precious:Ithonestlydependsonthewomanbut

aftersixweeksoncethestitchesarehealedit's

okay..

Maduo:sixweeks?

Shenodded..

Maduo:Mamaoskabuakadistitch..ngng.

Sheshookherhead.Shewasluckyhermother

wasanurseandthegrandmothershaddone

thisbotsetsithingbecausethepainshewasin

hadhercryingdayinanddayout.

Precious:Childbirthisnoplay.

Maduo: Yei..Yeiandwhentheybroughtthat

metalthingygotwetlhogoetswesentleba

mpula...Mamagawabonapeloyame..

Preciouslaughed.

Maduo:Andthecontractionswerejustanother

thing..Ngng..



Precious:Andbythelooksofit,youwon'thave

sexanytimesoon.

Maduo:Mama..Icouldn'tcrytearsshem!andhe

sawthat...hedidthistome..I'm traumatized..

Precious:Youguyscantalkaboutit.

Maduocountedhowlongithasbeeneversince

theirlastsexualencounter.Shestoppedhaving

sexonceshereachedtheseventhmonth

pregnancymark.Shehadbeentootiredand

shewasn'treallyupforit.Soherhusbandhas

beensexlessforfivemonths.

Willhewaitayearjustsoshecangetthe

traumaofthelabourroom outofhermind.But

sheknewhim.Hewon'twaitayear.Shemight

aswellwraphermindaroundthefactthat

anytimefrom tomorrow,heisstillgoingtoshow

herhowmuchhereallymissedher.

Precious:Inallhonestyitdepends.Onthe



coupleandifyoufeelyou'rereadyforsex.

Shesaidshrugginghershoulders.

Maduojustwentbacktothelabourroom.

Maduo:IfIeverfallpregnantagainmama,slap

meformystupidity.Ican'tgothroughallthat

again..

Shecringed,traumaticbutworthit.

Hereyeslandedonthetwinsandshesmileda

bit.

Precious:Theyareprecious..

Maduo:Tooprecious..

Kgotsowalkedintotheroom andhejustlooked

atthebabiesasiftheyarealiens.

Maduo:Theyarecalm now,Kgotsopleasedon't

disturbthem,theyaregoingtocryagain..

Shetoldhim.ShepickedupKgololoasshe



wipedhislipswiththebabytowelshehadon

hershoulder.Helookedather.

Maduo:Heyyoucutething..

Preciousgaveup.Maduowasweird.

Precious:Heisathingnow?

Maduo:Mamaletmebe..

Shespokeingibberishandthebabysmiled.

Maduo:Iloveyoutoobaby..Hmmhmm..cute

littlething.Mommy'slikklengwana..

Sheputhim downandlookedatEmmawho

waslookingatherwhilesuckingonherbottle.

Shesmiledatherandsheletgoofthebottle

andgaveheragummylittlesmile.

Maduo:Iloveyoutooangel..

Preciouslaughed.Maduowasgoodwiththe

kidsthough.Shehadtogiveherthat.



Maduofinallylookedathermother.

Maduo:Thankyouma..Yousaidsixweeks?

Precious:Yesandpleasenotepossibilitiesof

fallingpregnantagainarethere..

Maduoheldherchest?

Maduo:Mama?Me?Pregnant?Again?Never.

Thatnolongerconcernsme.Iam done.Andon

theissueofpregnancydoyoubysomechance

haveanymorningafters.You'reanurseandall..

Precious:Andwhodoyouthinkyouwerefooling

whenyousaidafterayear?

Shecoveredherfacewithherhands.

Maduo:Let'sjustsayIknowsomeonelikethe

backofmyhand.Thatoneyearthingwillnot

happen.Notbyalongshot..andmaybeafterI

willchooseapreventionmethod.



Rebawillnotwearrubberwithher.Sheknewit.

Anditwillmostprobablyfeelweirdtohavehim

wearingrubber.Mxm.Whywasshethinkingof

sex?

Precious:IthinkIwillgetthem foryoutomorrow

morningatthehospital.Good?

Maduo:Verygood.

.

.

*
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AtPrecious'shouse



Laterthatnight...

Maduoputthebabiestosleep.Finally.She

lookedatthem.Shesmiled.Theymadethat.

Shecouldn'tbelieveit.Shehadchildren.Two

forthatmatter.

Shewalkedoutandheadedtoherroom.She

threwherselfonthebedandjusthalfscreamed

intothepillow.

Herphonerangandshequicklyansweredit.

Maduo:Hello..

Reba:Nottiredtoday?

Maduo:Rraagweditwin..

Hechuckledandshesmiled.

Reba:Allthankstoyou.

Maduo:Atleastyouacknowledgeme.Howwas

yourday?



Reba:Hectic..

Sheturnedandwasonherstomachasherlegs

wentupanddown.

Maduo:Caretoshare?

Reba:Iwon'tboreyou,aretheyasleep?

Maduo:Yes.YouhavenoideahowhappyIam..

Reba:doyoureallylovemychildren?(laughing)

Maduo:Ijaa..potsoyagago.Butanywayyouare

goingtotakecareofthem whileI'm atschool.

Goodluck..

Hechuckled.

Reba:Theirgrandmaisalwaysavailable.

Maduo:AndI'm goingtoaskherifyou'retaking

careofmybabies.Ifyou'renottakingcareof

them reallywell,you'regoingtofeelmywrath

MrKgosi.

Reba:IsthatathreatMrsKgosi?



Maduo:Yeah..Sotomorrowaroundnoon?

Reba:Yeslove.Ineedtofindyouguysready..

Maduo:Yessir..

Sheyawned.Shewantedtotalktohim foran

hourtodaybutitseemedasiffatiguecaughtup

withher.

Reba:Sleepbuttercup.Iloveyou.

Maduo:Iloveyouanddream ofme..

Hechuckled.

Reba:NightMrsKgosi..

Shehungupandyawnedagain.Shegot

undercoversandclosedhereyes.

Hourslatersmallcriestorethroughthehouse

andshewokeup.Shecoveredherfacewiththe

pillowwhilekickingtheblankets.



Maduo:Haihaihai...

Shegotoutofbedandworehershoes.She

walkedtotheroom andshefoundherdad

holdingEmmawhocouldn'tstopcrying..

Maduo:(yawning)thanksdad..

HenoddedashehandedheracryingEmma..

Thabiso:CanIleave?

Shenoddedasshesatontherockingchairand

cuddledEmma.

Maduo:Obatanyanya?wenammaEms..O

ntsayakante?(doyouwanttofeed?Ems

though..whydoyoudothistome?)

ShejusttookoutherboobandEmmalatched

onit.Sheraisedherlittlefistsasshesuckedon

it.

Maduolookedatthebaby.

Maduo:ohappyneh?



Emmajustlookedatherasshesuckedonher

breast.

AlmosthalfanhourlaterMaduogentlyput

Emmabackinhercrib.Shewasasleep.She

walkedovertoKgololo'scribandhewasawake.

Hejustlookedather.

Maduo:Heybabyboy(inahushedtone)CanI

feedyoumylove..yeees..comehere..

Shepickedhim andhejusttouchedherface.

Maduo:You'realwayscalm anditcreepsmeout,

youknowthatJunior?

Shesatdownontherockingchairandshegave

him herotherbreast.Hefuriouslylatchedonit.

Maduo:Whoa!somuchaggressivenesswena..

Shechuckledashissmallhandstouchedher

boob.



Shefinallyputhim tosleepandshetiptoedout

oftheroom.Sheyawnedandwalkedtoher

room.

Sheimmediatelysleptassoonasherheadhit

thepillow.

Thefollowingmorning

Shestretchedherbodyyawning.Sheneeds

moresleep.Shegotoutofbedandheadedto

thebabies'room.

Shewalkedaroundtheircribs.Theywerestill

sleeping.Emmahadherlittlethumbinher

mouth.Shegentlyremovedherhandandshe

sawthewayshescrunchedherface.

Maduo:sorrymma..

Sheplaceditbackandshesleptpeacefully.



Shewalkedoutandheadedtoherroom.She

neededashower.

Whenshewasdoneshoweringsheworeher

underwearandworeherrobeontop.Shetiedit

tightly.Shewalkedtothekitchenwhereshe

tookthebreastpumperandheadedtoherroom.

Sheneededtopumpenoughmilkfortheboth

ofthem thenshebathesthem.

AtFrancistown

Sashasatdownonabenchinthemall.She

openedherbaglookingforhercarkeys.Her

phonerangandshejustsighed.Sheanswered

itasshekeptonlookingforherkeys.

Sasha:Helloo..

Leruo:Heyyourself..



Shesmiled.

Sasha:HeyLeruo,howareyou?

Leruo:Good.Good..

Andlikethattheytalkedandsheendedup

focusingontalkingtohim insteadoflookingfor

herkeys.

Kitsospottedherandshebreathedin.She

neededtoapologiseandgoodthingisthatshe

wasinapublicspace.IfSashawouldn'tfeel

comfortable,shewouldhavepeoplearoundher.

Shewalkedtowardsthebench.

Sashaliftedhereyesashersmiledisappeared.

Sasha:CanIcallyoulater?

Leruo:What'swrong?

Sasha:Mypastjustshowedup..I'llcallyoulater



okay?

Leruo:Okay..

Shehungupandquicklygrabbedherbag.She

stoodup.

Kitso:Sashawait...

Shereluctantlysatdown.Kitsosatdownbut

keptherdistance.

Kitso:IwouldliketoapologizefirstforwhatI

did.Iam sososorry.From thebottom ofmy

heart.

Sashawantedtogiveherasarcasticremark

butshejustchuckled.

Sasha:Areyouonlysorrycauseyougotcaught?

Youhavenoideawhatyourlittledealwith'your

friend'putmethroughKitso..YousoldmeandI

thoughtIcouldcallyouafriend.Kitsothat

wholeordealbrokeme..



Kitsocouldheartheroughemotioninhervoice

ansshefigiredthatherapolgywillnevertake

thememoriesaway.

Kitso:Kekopaointshwarele.Itmightnotbe

nowortomorrowbutfinditinyourheartto

forgivemesomeday.Iwillforeverlivewith

regrets.WhatdidwasnothumaneandI..I'm

sorry..

Sashajustlookedup.

Sasha:Iforgaveyou.Notforyoubutformyown

sanity.Ineededtoletgoandstartonaclean

slate.YouarejustpartofapastInolonger

wanttorememberanddwellon.Goodbye..

Withthatshestoodupandwalkedaway.Kitso

sighedassheranherhandsthroughherold

braidedher.Schoolwasoverforherandnota

lotofpeoplewouldwanttohirearape



accomplice.Guessthatwaslife'spunishment

forwhatshedidtoSasha.Shesmiledabit.At

leastsheforgaveher.Itdidn'tmatterwhyshe

forgaveherbutsheforgaveherandthatwasall

thatmatteredatthemoment.

AtPrecious'shouse

Rebabediparkedhiscarinsidetheyard.He

checkedthetime.Hewasrightontime.

Heremovedhisshadesandleftthem inthecar.

Hegotoutofthecarandwalkedtothedoor.He

knockedonthedoor.

Precious:Maduogoopenthedoor.(shouting)

Maduo:Mamaonesec,Iam almostdone.



Shepulleddownhermidthighdenim dress.She

bentdowntotiehertennisshoes.Shewas

good.Herhairwasokay,thebunwillsufficefor

now.Shewalkedoutofherroom andwalkedto

thedoor.

Maduo:Coming,coming...

Sheopenedthedoorandshescreamed.

Reba'smouthhungopen.Mamiwashot.Fuck!

Helookedatheryellowthighsandthecurves

thatshowedinthedress.Hegothardlookingat

thatpostpregnancybody..Fuck!Fuck!

Hejustopenedhisarmsforherandshejust

walkedtohim.Heheldherinhisarmsandshe

inhaledhiscologne.Itwasdoingthingstoher

andhisstrongarmsholdingherjustmadeher

feelallgiddyinside.

Reba:HeythereMrsRebabediKgosi(deepvoice)



Whichsoundedclosetoherear.Hehadnoidea

whatthatdidtoher.

Maduo:Hii(softly)

Hejustlookeddownandthatass.MrsKgosi

herewaslookingallkindsofsexy.

Hereyeswidenedwhenshefelthishardon.

Damn..

Shebrokethehugandlookedathim.

Maduo:You'rehere...finally.

Rebasidesmiledandshemelted.Shejust

huggedhim again.Sheinhaledhiscologne

oncemore.

Rebajustheldher.Whenshebrokethe

embraceagainshelookedathim.Hejustran

hisfingeralongherneckandsheshuddered.

Reba:Missedme?

Shenodded.



Reba:Imissedyoutoobaby..

Hekissedherlipglossedlips.Heheldtheback

ofherneckashekissedher.Hebrokeitand

rubbedherlipswithhisthumb.

Reba:CanIcomeinnow?

Sheblinked.Shewasbackonearthnow.She

openedthedoorwiderandhesteppedinside.

Shelookedathim.Hewasamanincontroland

shecouldfeeltherawmasculinityfrom where

shewasstanding.

Maduo:Comeseeyourchildren..

Hechuckledashefollowedhertotheirroom.

Hismotherinlawwaswiththem.

Reba:Dumelang..

Precious:Latsoga?(areyougood?)

Reba:Eemma..

Sheexcusedherselfandwalkedoutofthe

room.



Rebapickedhissonup.

Reba:Heyyy....

Kgolologavehim agummysmileandhesmiled.

Thesebabiesweresocuteman.Maduostood

byandlookedathim holdinghisson.Andhis

sonwasbornfirstso...

ShetookhisbottleandhandedittoReba.He

tookitandgaveittothelittlebodyinhisarms.

Kgololosuckedonthebottlewhilelookingat

hisdad..

Maduocouldn'thelpbutsmile.Shepicked

Emmaup.ShewalkeduptoRebaholding

Emma.

RebagaveEmmahisfingerandsheclutchedto

it.

Reba:GoodtoknowIwasmissedprincess..



ShemadethosebabysoundsandReba

chuckled.HekissedMaddy'sforehead.

Reba:Thankyouangel.

Shenoddedasshelookedathim.Hewasthe

wholedarnpackage.Alreadyadauntingfather.

Anhourlatertheyloadedafewofherstuffand

thebabies'thingsinthecar.Afterthathe

pickedEmmawhileMaddyheldKgololo.

Maduohalfhuggedherparents.

Maduo:Guysthankyou..

Precious:Rememberwhatwetalkedabout..

Shenodded.

Maduo:Willforeverbeingrainedinmymind

mamaandthankyoudad.Forhelpingthrough

thosesleeplessnights..

Thabiso:Well..someoneherewillbehaving



sleeplessnights.

Rebalaughed.

Reba:I'm sureIwillhaveitundercontrol..

PreciousandMaduolookedatRebaand

laughed.

Maduo:Let'snottellhim.Hewillseeitallonhis

own.

Precious:Everyoneisaphonecallawayguys.

Reba:We'llrememberthat.Thankyou.

RebawalkedtothecarandThabisofollowed

him astheytalked.

Maduolookedathermotherwithasmile.

Maduo:Thankyoumom.From thebottom ofmy

heart.Iloveyou..

Precious:AndIloveyoutoodarling.Areyou

guysallset?



Maduo:Yeah.Allset..Byemom..

Precious:Byeandifthereisaproblem justcall

me.

Maduo:Yesma..

Shewalkedoutasherdadwaswalkingback.

Hekissedherforehead.

Thabiso:Besafeandbye.

Maduo:Byedad..

ShewalkedtothecarandplacedKgololoinside

thebabyseat.Shestrappedhim andhejust

liftedhisarmstoher.

Maduo:I'm notpickingyouupbabyboy.We

havetogoneh..

Shekissedhisforeheadasshehandedhim his

bottle.Emmawasnicelysettledandtodayshe

wascalmerthanmostdays.

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedtothefront

passengerseat.



ShegotinsideandshelookedatReba.

Maduo:Let'sdothis..

Shebuckledupashestartedthecar.She

lookedatthebacklookingatherbabies.

Shetookoutherphone.

Reba:Videos?

Maduo:Wankitse(youknowme)...memories.I

wanttoshowthem howtheylookedwhenthey

wereyounger.Leverage.Gabagolabakanna

bantlhokelabothotheselittlechildren..(when

theygrowuptheymightdisrespectme)

Rebalaughed.Sometimeshedidn'tunderstand

hiswife.

Maduo:SmileforthecameragaonehelaReba.

Rebajustchuckled.

Maduo:Babysmile...



Emmajuststartedgettingnoisy.

Maduo:NotyouEmma.I'm talkingaboutyour

dad.He'smyfirstbaby..

Rebahadtolaugh.

Reba:Tswamongwanengtlhemma..(leavethe

poorchild)

Maduo:Orataattentionngwanawateng(the

poorchildlikesattention)

HereversedoutoftheyardasMaduotalked

away.HeprayedEmmawasn'tgoingtobea

chatterboxorsohelphim God.

3hourslater

AtRebabedi'shouse



Rebagotoutofthecarandwenttoenterthe

passcode.Maduolookedaroundthearea.She

hasneverbeenherebefore.

Hegotinsidethecar.Thetwinswereasleep.

Lessnoise.

RebadroveinsidetheyardandMaduo'seyes

widened.

Maduo:Ohmygosh...Yoh...

Hesmiled.

Reba:Likeit?

Maduo:blessyourancestorsyoh...

Whenheparkedthecarshegotoutfirstand

lookedaround.

Shejumpedinexcitement.

Maduo:Awholedoublestorey..Anew



house..Yeelang!

Hegotoutofthecarandheldhershoulders.

Reba:Surprise!

Maduo:Iloveit..

Shespottedhercarandshesmiledasshe

leanedagainsthim.

Maduo:Thisisnice..Canwegoputthebabies

insideandyougivemeatour?

Reba:Ofcourse..

Shejustgiggled.Thiswasjust..nowonderwhen

shewashere,hetookhertohermotherinlaw's

place.Hehadawholenewhousethisside.A

doublestoreyforthatmatter.

Theygentlytookthebabiesoutoftheircar

seatsandheenteredthepasscodetothedoor.

Itslidopen.Hestilllovesthetightsecurity.



Heledhertothebabies'nurseryandshenearly

droppedEmma.

ShejustrubedEmma'sforehead.

Maduo:Sorrybaby..

Thiswasjustawesome.SheplacedEmma

downandshelookedatherforafewseconds

tomakesurethatshewon'tcry..

Oncethekidsweresettledtheywalkedoutof

theroom.

ShehuggedReba.Hemadeherwrapherlegs

aroundhiswaistasherdressrodeupher

thighs.Heswallowedashesawherblackthong.

Fuck!

Maduo:Thankyoubaby.

Reba:Welcome.



Maduo:Putmedown,Iwanttoexplore...

Hedidandshepulledherdressdown...she

walkedupthestairsandhefollowedher...

Maduo:Thisisexcitingbabe..

Sheopenedthedoorsandshecouldn'tstop

smiling.Shewalkedintowhatwastheirroom.

Maduo:Ilovethis.

Hejustslippedhishandsinhispockettotry

andhidehishardon.

Maduo:Let'sgooutside..Iwanttoseethe

gardenandeverything.

Shejustpeckedhislipsasshewalkedoutof

theroom.

Shemadeherwaydownstairs.Shecouldn't

hideherexcitementatall.

Hefollowedherandherbehindwasdistracting



him now.

Shewalkedoutsideasshejustlookedaround.

Shewalkedaroundandshesawthebasketball

courtandaswimmingpool.Itwasclean.She

justbentdownandheclearedhisthroat.

Maduo:Areyouokay?

Reba:Yeah..

Shejustdippedherhandsinside.

Maduo:Thisisgorgeous.Lookattheshades

thatside.

Shelovedhernewhome.Shelovedit.

Tomorrowshewilldoproperexploring.She

wasgoingtotakeherdamntime...

Theybothpausedastheyheardcrying.

Maduo:Ijoo..



Inthechildren'snursery

Thetwocriedhysterically.Theydidn'tknow

wheretheywere.Theyjustkickedtheblankets

astheycried.

MaduoandRebawalkedinside.

Maduo:Iguessit'sthenewenvironment.Come

herebaby.I'm sorry.Iwon'tleaveyoj.Mommy

ishere..

ShepickedEmmaandshushedherwhileReba

pickedKgololo.

Theirlittlefaceswerered.

Maduo:Sosorrybaby..sorrynana..

Shejustheldherassherubbedhersmallback.



Laterthatnight...

Maduostoodinfrontofthemirrorasshefixed

herhair.

Rebawalkedinsidetheroom.Hehadjustput

thekidstosleepafterbathingthem andfeeding

them.

Maduo:Theyaregood?

Reba:yeah..

Hestoodbehindherashisbighandsheldher

neck.Sheshuddered.

Maduo:Unzipmydresslove..

Hedidandshecouldfinallybreath..

Hebroughthisheaddownandhisbreathhither

neck.

Shebreathedinhiscologneandmasculinity.

Reba:MmaKgosi(deepvoice)



Thathadherclampingherthighstogether.

Maduo:Babydaddy..

Hekissedherneckandshethrewherhead

back.

Reba:Kekopagokgomisatlhemma..gake

tsenyegotlhe..(canIjustrubonit?Iwon'tslide

itallin...)

Maduolaughedsoftly.Shefelthiserection

from behind.

Maduo:IknowyouRraKgosi..wagoesomela

yotlhe..(You'regoingtoslideitallin)

Reba:Pleasebabe.Kakgomisahela.Ketsenya

nkohela..(pleasebabe.Justrubbingit.Iwill

inserttheheadonly...)

Maduo:ngnglove..Givemeaweek..

Heturnedherandshelookedintohiseyes.

Maduo:Aweek.I'm notready.



Hefrenchkissedherlips.

Reba:Okay.Aweekmylove.

Maduo:Thankyou..

Herubbedherlipsandlethego.Hewalkedinto

thebathroom leavingherthere.Sheheardthe

waterrunning.AcoldshowerinJune?Yei!

Shechuckledassheslidoutofthedress.

.

*

*

*

*
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AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduowatchedhiscarreverseandshesmiled.

Shewenttothekitchentogetthebreastpump

andshesatdownintheloungeandgotbusy.

Whenshewasdoneshelookedatthemilk.Will

itbeenough?Shewasn'tsure..Shewenttothe

kitchentopreparetheirstuff.

Shewalkedtotheirroom holdingtheirbottles.

Shefoundthem awake.Theywerejustlaying

therelookingaround.



Maduo:Heyguys..Firstthingsfirst,diaper

change..orbetteryetabath?

Anhourlatershewasdone.Theywereallwarm

andholdingtheirbottles.

Maduo:Idon'twanttodothistoyoubut

mommyisgoingtodosomebadthingstoday

andIdon'twantyouguysaround.

Theymadetheirbabysounds

Maduo:Iknowyouunderstandmelikethat..Bad

badthingsbabies..

Shesaidasshechuckled.Shecan'tbelieveshe

talkstothesetwoeverydayasifthey

understandawordshesays.

Whentheirthingsweresetshecarriedtheir

bagstothecar.Shewentbackinsideand



pickedthefussyEmma.Shewalkedwithherto

thecarandbuckledherupinherbabyseat.

Maduo:Givemeafewsecondstocomewith

yourbrother.

Shewalkedbacktothehouseandpicked

Kgololo.

Shewalkedwithhim tothecarandputhim in

hisbabyseat.Sheclosedthedoorandwentto

thedriver'sseat.Shestartedhercar.

AtMmaKgosi'splace

Maduoparkedthecarinsidetheyard.She

lookedatherbabies.

Maduo:Ihavetodothislovies.I'm sorryin

advance..

Shegotoutofthecarandshepulledhercoat.It

wascold.Shewenttoknockonthedoor.



MmaKgosiopenedthedoor.

MmaKgosi:Morning..

Maduo:Goodmorning.

MmaKgosi:It'sfreezing,comein..

Maduo:Icamewiththekids..

MmaKgosismiled.

MmaKgosi:really?

Maduo:Yep.

Theywalkedtothecarandthegotthekidsout

oftheirbabyseats.

Shesmiledlookingathergrandkids.Theywere

toocuteandtheyhadgottentheirmother'sskin

colour.

MmaKgosi:Youguyscametovisitme.



Maduo:WellIwasthinkingIcanletthem stay

fortheweekend.Ifyoucanmanage..

MmaKgosididn'thavetoaskwhyandshe

nodded.

MmaKgosi:Okay.

Maduo:Thankyouma..

Theywalkedtothehouseholdingthekidsand

theyclosedthedoor.

MaduosatdownandmadeEmmastandonher

thighs.Sheheldhersteady.

Maduo:WellIbroughttheirthingsandtheyare

notstressful.Aslongasthisonehasattention

sheisgood.

MmaKgosi:Noted.

MaduodiddiscussitwithRebathatshedidn't

wantherkidstohaveananny.Shejustdidn't

trustpeopleexceptfamily.

Sheandhermotherinlawtalkedandwhener



eyesfellonthewatchhereyeswidened.

Maduo:Andwelosttrackoftime.AndIhave

somewheretobe..

MmaKgosi:Don'tletuskeepyou..

Emmawasalreadycomfortableandwas

suckingonherthumb.

Maduo:Ifthereisaproblem callus..

MmaKgosi:Idon'tthinktherewillbeaproblem.

Maduosmiled.Hermotherinlawwasgood

withkids.Shevisitedwhenshewasstillin

confinementandthat'swhythosetwoaren't

crying.

Shelookedatthetwowhowereonthecarpet.

Shestoodupandwalkedout.Shetookouttheir

bagsandwalkedtothehouse.

Maduo:That'stheirstuff.Ipackedeverything

theymightneed.Ifthereisanythingshort,Iwill

bringit.Wewillpickthem onSunday.



Shesaidassheplacedtheirseparatebags

down.

MmaKgosi:I'm surewewillbefineforthe

weekend.

Shelookedatherbabiesagain.Theywereeven

smiling.Traitors.

Maduo:Thankyouma..

Theysharedahug.

MmaKgosi:Thesearemygrandkids.Weneed

tobond.Yougo.

Maduo:(laughing)yesmam...

Shewalkedtothekidsandbentdown.She

kissedtheirforeheads.

Maduo:BethelittleangelsIknowyouareand

behaveguys.Iloveyou..

Shekissedthem oncemore.

Shestoodup.



Maduo:I'm leavinggrams..

MmaKgosi:I'm notthatoldMaduo..(laughing)

ShewalkedtothedoorandMmaKgosiclosed

thedoorassoonasMaduosteppedout.

Shehasneverbeenawayfrom thekids.She

breathed.Shewillbefine.

Shegotinsidethecar.

Maduo:Kagodiradilotsedimaswewaitse..Ga

kenagobonakgoroyalegodimonxustruu!(I'm

goingtodobadthings..Iwon'tseethegatesof

heaven)

Shesaidtoherself.Shehadtotakeabathand

lookfresh.Likereallyfresh.Whichincludes

maybegettinganewhairdo.Anewhairdofirst

thencomegetready.Yeah..

Shestartedthecarandshereversedoutofthe



yard.

Around12pm thatday

Maduostaredatherreflectionasshelookedat

thehairsresser.

Maduo:Kennayoo?(isthisme?)

Hairdresser:Yesmam..

Maduo:Yoh!

Theladiessawherringandtheypresumedthat

herhusbandmust'vegivenhermoneyforthe

hair.Themeninthesalonswallowed.This

womanwasfineasf.Theywereenviousofher

husbandbecausewow.Shewasn'twearing

anythingcomplicated.Justsweatpantsanda

sweaterbutyoucouldtellhowfineshewas.



Maduo:Bathong!Thankyousomuch.

Sheopenedherbagandopenedherwallet.She

tookoutafewP200notesandgavethe

hairdresser.

Hairdresser:Letmelookforyourchange..

Maduo:It'sokay.Youdidafantasticjobonmy

hairandIloveit.

Shestoodup.

Maduo:Thankyousoverymuch.Tillnexttime..

Withthatshewalkedoutfollowedbyafew

whistles.Hewon'tknowwhathithim.She

walkedtohercarandgotinside.Sheplacedher

phoneonthestand.ShedialedRethabile's

numberasshestartedthecar.

Rethabile:Heyyou..wherearemygodchildren?

Maduoreversedoutoftheparkingspot.



Maduo:theyarefine.Nohowareyou

Maddy?mxm

Rethabile:Gakenasepekawenanna(Idon't

careaboutyou)

Maduo:Tsamaelakoo.

Rethabile:Howisthemommythinggoing?

Maduo:Tiringandrewardingatthesametime.

InsuchashortperiodoftimeI'm already

attachedtothosetwo..

Rethabile:Aaaww..Urg..that'scute.

Maduo:Howareyou?

Rethabile:Thesecondsemestershowedme

flames..

Maduo:Iwasdoingsomeofthestuffonline..yei

yeihectic..

Rethabile:Ocrackwenakana..

Maduo:Ijaa..KaAugustIwillbehavingsleepless



nightstrynnacoverupforeverything..

Rethabile:Icanimaginehowhecticit'sgonna

be..

Maduo:Metoo..thebagmntase..

AndlikethattheytalkedthewholetimeMaduo

wasdriving.

Shereachedhomeandsheparkedhercar.She

grabbedtheshoppingbag,herbagandremoved

herphonefrom thestand.

Maduo:You'llcalllove,Ihaveafewthingsto

attendto.

Rethabile:Okay.Loveyouandbye.

Shehungupandshewalkedinsidethehouse.

Shemadeherwayupstairstothebedroom.She

twirledinfrontofthemirrorwhilstholdingthe

shoppingbag.Thisonelookedmuchmorefire

thantheweaveshehadonherweddingday.



Thiscoloursuitedher.

Maduo:Diotsedimaswe...

Shesaidassheputthrewthebagsonthebed

andwalkedintothebathroom.Sheranwater

insidethetub.Shewillbedoneinanhouror

so...

AtRebabedi'soffice

Maduo'sheelsclickedinthereceptionand

everyoneturnedtolookather.MrsKgosiwas

fiiiine..

Receptionist:LookingfineMrskgosi..

Maduo:thankyou..

Shepressedtheelevatorbuttonandwalked

inside.Shepoppedtheblackhallsinher

mouth..shewasnotgoingtoseethegatesof

heaven.



Shegottothefloorandshesteppedout.All

eyesdartedtoher.

MaduospottedWameandwalkedtoher.Her

coatwastiedreallytightly.

Therewereslightmurmursaseveryonetalked

aboutherradiance.

Maduo:Afternoon.IsMrKgosiin?

Wame:YesMrs..

Maduo:Thankyoulove.

Shewalkedtohisofficeandbreathedin.She

justopenedthedoorandwalkedin.Sheclosed

it.

Reba'seyeswidenedashelookedather.Fuck!

When?How?

Maduocatwalkedtohim andsatonhisdesk



facinghim.

Maduo:Heylove.Missedme?(giggling)

Reba:Fuck!!Damn!!

Shejustslippedherhandintothecoatpocket

andtookoutascrunchie.Shetiedherweave

andlookedathim.

Reba:You'remakngithardformetoresistyou

whenyohcomeinlookinglikethat..

Maduo:WhosaidIwantyoutoresistme?

Shesaidasshesmirked.

Reba:Ooh..

Hestoodupandgotinbetweenherlegs.

Reba:CanIgetridofthecoat?

Shenoddedandhejustusedonehandtountie

thecoatwhilekissingher.Shemoanedintothe

kiss.

Onceitwasundonehebrokethekissand



unbuttonedthecoat.Shelookedathim andhis

reactiongothersmiling.Hegothardashe

lookedatthat.Heswallowed.

Maduo:Daddylikes?

Sheaskedwhilebitingherlowerlip.

Reba:100%approved.Fuck!Maddy...

Hehelpedheronherfeetandhetwirledher

around.

Reba:Fuck..thisissosexyandwanton..

Heheldherwaistandhistouchfeltlikehotiron

inherbareskin.

Theysharedasizzlingkiss.Hewasn'tgoingto

distractherfrom hermissionfornow.They

kissedandshebrokeit.Shelookedintohis

eyes.

Maduo:Sitdown.

Hegaveherastrangelookbuthesatdownon

hischair.Shesatonhislapandlookedathim.



Maduo:Iloveyouokay?

Reba:Iloveyoumore..

Shestartedkisisnghislips.Hiscolognewasso

strongman.

Shemovedherlipstohisjawasshekissedit.

Sheundidhisbeltbuckledandunzippedhis

trousers.Sheslidherhandinsidehisboxers.

Whoa!Hereyeswidened.

Sheslidoffhim andshegotonherkneesin

frontofhim.Shepusheddownhisboxers.

Maduo:Ohshit!

Helookedather.

Reba:Babeyoudon'thave..

Maduo:Shutup!



Shebroughtherlipstohisshaftandshe

#EXPLICIT
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AtRebabedi'soffice

Maduo:Shutup!

Shebroughtherlipstohisshaftandshetasted



thesaltiness.

Shewasdoingthisandsayinggoodbyeto

heaven.

Shelickedtheheadofhisshaftandshelooked

athim.Hewaslookingather.

Maduo:Let'sseeifwecanmakethebigguy

come?Wishmeluckmylove..

Reba:Tryyourbest..

Maduo:Abet?

Shesaidasshesmirked?

Reba:We'llsee..

Maduo:Okay..nowletmefocus..

Reba:Isthedoorlocked?

Shesmiled.

Maduo:Noandthat'sthethrillofit.That

someonemightwalkinonus..theadrenaline



baby..

Andaftershesaidthatshedippedherheadlow.

Sheswirledhertonguearoundhisengorged

shaftandheshuddered.Atleastshewas

gettingareaction..

Sheslowlytookhim insidehermouth.She

hollowedhercheeksasshestartedsuckinghim

off.Shedidthatwhilealternatingbetween

licking.Hegroanedandhetriedtoholdherhair

butsheslappedhishandaway.

Sheslippedherhandinhercoatpocketandshe

heldthehalls.Shestoppedandlookedathim.

Maduo:Kgosiifyoudaretouchme,I'm goingto

walkoutofthatdoorandleaveyouallflustered.

Henodded.

Shepoppeditinhermouthandthistimeshe

tookhiscockinhermouth,feelingthefamiliar



curve,theintimatetexture.Shewentdown

abouthalfway,caressinghisballsandteasing

thelowerpartofhisshaft..

Hegroanedashekepthishandstohimself

enjoyingthesensationshewasgivinghim.

Sheangledherheadasshetookmoreofhis

dickinandshedeepthroatedhim.Reba

enjoyedhowshewasgoodwiththisbutshe

hasnevereverdoneitbefore.

Themintysensationbroughtaboutbywhatshe

hadinhermouthalsohadhim groaning.Hefelt

theslighttremorsandMaddyfelthim growin

hermouth.

Reba:FuckMaddy!!

Hefuckedhermouthasshegaggedonhim and

tearswelledinhereyes..



Reba:Fuck..I'm abouttocome!!

Hecameandheshothisloadinherthroatand

hesliditoutimmediately.

Sheswallowedhiscomeandsheliftedher

headandlookedathim withasmile.She

coughedabitbutmaintainedhersmile.

Maduo:Youweresaying?

.

.

*

*
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AtRebabedi'soffice

Maduo:Youweresaying?

Reba:Fuck!!

Shejustlookedathim.Shefixedhim andstood

uponherfeet.Shetiedherrobe.

Reba:You'releaving?

Maduo:Yep.Iloveyoutoobaby..

Shesaidasshepeckedhischeek.

Maduo:Youcominghometodaybabes?

Reba:Yeah...



Healwayscamehomefrom work.

Maduo:Seeyoulater..

Shewalkedtothedoorandsmiled.Sheturned

tolookathim andhewasstillconfused.He

didn'tknowwhatjusthappened.

Shepoppedamintinhermouthandopenedthe

door.Sheguessedtheyheardhim.Shetookher

leaveandwalkedtotheelevator.

Rebawawstillshocked.Wasthathiswifeorhe

wasdreaming?Didshe?Herubbedhiseyes.

DidMaddyjustwaltzinherelookingsexyand

readyforhim andshegavehim head?Andshe

justwalkedoutwhenshewasdone?Fuck!

Womandonemessedwithhisheadnowandhe

couldn'tfocus.Shewassofuckedtoday.



Hejuststaredatthedoorforsometimeandhe

shookhishead.Hechuckled.Shethoughtshe

hadhim wrappedaroundherfingerandfuck

shedid.Sheliterallyhadhim bytheballs.

Reba:MrsKgosineh...

Heopenedhislaptopbuthejuststaredatthe

screen.DidhisMaddyjustdothat?

Hestoodupandslidhishandsinhispocket.He

won'tbegettinganyworkdoneatthispoint.

Shejustfriedhisbrain.

AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduofinallyarrivedhome.Shegiggled.She

didthattohim?

Maduo:Diotsedimaswemmedi

monate(laughing)



Shesaidassheplacedherheadonthesteering

wheel.Seeinghim thatconfusedwasvery

satisfying.Sheistakingitbacktowhereitall

started.Sotodaysheisgivingitallhim.

Shewasn'tevengoingtocook.Sheknows

that'snotwhathewasgoingtoeat.Shegotout

ofthecarandlockedit.Sheslidthedooropen

andwalkedinside.

Shelookedatthehouse.Thepastwasjustthat.

Thepast.Whereitallstarted.Asmuchasshe

hadbeenboldtoday,shewasn'tgoingtobe

waitingforhim inlingerie.Shemight'vewentto

theofficeinlingeriebutshewillbebored

waitingformorethanthreehoursforhim.Or

maybesheshouldconsiderlingeriewhenheis

abouttocomehomefrom work.Fornowshe

neededtogettheadrenalinerushing.



Shequicklymadeherwayupthestairstothe

bedroom.

Shewalkedtothebathroom whereshebrushed

herteethandgurgledhermouthwithsome

listerine.

Shesmiledlookingatthemirror.

Sheremovedthecoat.Thelingeriewasdamn

uncomfortablethough.Shequicklytookitoff

andsheworeherusual.Sheworehersportbra

andwhitesweatpants...

Nowitwastimetoheadtothebasketballcourt

butbeforethatplainyoghurtandsome

pineappleslices.Hewillbehomelaterandshe

wasjustpassingtime.



AtRebabedi'soffice

Heclosedhislaptop.Hecan'tfocuson

anything.Hejustpackedhisstuff.Itwasstill

early.Hewassupposedtoknockoffat5pm but

nowitwasafewminutestothree...shefucked

histhinkingup.

Hestoodonhisfeetandworehisjacket.Itwas

timetogohome.Hegrabbedhiscaseand

walkedout.Theemployeespretendedtobe

doingsomething.ItmustbenicetobeMrKgosi.

Withawifelikethat...

Rebaignoredthestaresashewalkedtothe

elevator.Assoonastheelevatordoor

closed,theystartedtalking.



AtRebabedi'shouse

Maduowipedthesweatoffherforeheadusing

herhand.Thiswasrefreshingandshedidn't

evenfeelthecold.

Sheheardthegateopeningandshefrowned.

Washehomealready?Shedrankherwaterand

sheignoredit.Shekeptonshootinghoopson

herown.

Rebaparkedhiscarandwalkedout.Hespotted

heratthebasketballcourt.Thistookhim back

totheveryfirsttimehetappedthat.Heslidthe

glassdooropenandhequicklymadehisway

upthestairs.Hechangedintogreysweatsand

hegotout.Hewalkedtothebasketballcourt

andwatchedher.



Heclappedhishands...

Sheturnedandthrewhim theball.

Maduo:Let's...

Reba:Withpleasure..

Hebouncedtheballandshetriedtotakeit

from him.Hescoredandlookedather.

Reba:MrsKgosiyouknowyoucan'tbeatme..

Sherolledhereyesasshegrabbedtheballand

hejustheldherwaistwithonehand.Shelost

focusandhetooktheballfrom herandscored.

Shefoldedherarms.

Rebawhisperedinherear.

Reba:Ilikehowyoufriedmybrainbackthere..

Shesmirked.

Maduo:AtleastIcanmakeyoulosecontrol..

Hishandslidinsidethesweatpantsandhis

handstoppedathercrotch.



Reba:IlikethefactthattheyarelooseandIget

toseewhat'sunderneath.Andtouchittoo..

Sheleanedintohim andfelthiserection

againstherbutt.

Reba:Rememberthefirsttime?

Shenodded.

Reba:Ihadyouunderme,screamingmyname.

Hesaidashelightlynibbledonherearandshe

moanedsoftly.

Reba:Whoownsthis?

Maduo:You..

Reba:Youwhobabygirl?

Hehadatightgriponherwaistandtheballwas

forgotten.

Maduo:Yousir.Youownthisdaddy..

Reba:Good.Neverforgetthat...

Heturnedherandliftedherhead.Hesoftly



kissedherpinklips.Hepickedherupand

walkedtothehousewithherinhisarms..

Whentheygottothedoorhechuckled.

Memoriescamebackandhelookedintoher

drowsyeyes.

Reba:wherearethekids..

Maduo:Grandma..

Reba:Youhadthisallplannedoutdidn'tyou?

Shesmiledandnodded.

Reba:Ilikeyourbadside...It'saturnon..

Hekissedherneck.Itwassalty..

Helookedintohereyesastheirlipsclashed.

Theirtonguesdidtheirowntangoastheir

crotchesrubbedagainsteachother...

Shebreathedheavilyasherbackhitthedoor.

Reba:Iwon'tmakeitupstairs..

Hesaidasheferventlykissedher.Shewrapped



herhandsaroundhisneckasshegavehim

moreandmoreofherself.

Hewalkedinsidetheloungecarryingherashe

placedheronthecarpet.

Reba:Fuck!!

Hegotridofhersweatpantsandhe#EXPLICIT

Awhilelater

Maduobreathedontopofhim.Whoa!!

Herheadwasonhisbeatingheartanditwas

beatingforher.

Rebajustliftedherheadusingherhairandhe

roughlykissedherlips.Shefeltherclitthrob.

Hebrokethekissandchuckled.

Reba:Iloveyou...

Maduo:But?



Reba:Imissedtreatingyoulikealittleslut..

Shesquirmed.

Reba:Don'tgetturnedonyetbabe.Thereis

more..

Hereyeswidened.

Reba:TherearedayswhenIwanttocompletely

dominateyou.Ownyoubody,mind,souland

heart.Tohaveabsolutecontroloveryouand

yourreactions(deepvoice)

Shesquirmedandhejusttightlyheldherwaist.

Reba:TodoanythingIwantwithyoubody.Get

up..

Sheslowlygotup.Shewasonfireandhedidn't

haveanymercyonher.Sheheldontothecouch

forsupport.

Reba:LetmeownyouMaddy.Beyourmaster..

Hesaidasheheldhersteadywithhisarms.



Reba:Surrenderyourselftome.Everything..

Sheswallowed.Herheartpoundedinherchest.

Reba:Letmetakeyoutoplacesyouhavenever

beenbuttercup..Letnebeyourmaster..

Heranhisfingersacrossherbarebackandshe

shuddered..

Hegentlyledherupstairs.Theywalkedintothe

studyandshewonderedwhytheywerehere..

Shejustlookedathim.Theywalkedtotheend

oftheroom wherehepressedafewbuttons.It

mustbeacode.Thesecretdooropenedandhe

ledherinside.

Hermouthdropped.

Theywalkedinsideandthedoorclosed.

Reba:Isitayesorano?Thereisnogoingback

afterthis.



Hereyesdartedaroundtheroom andshe

swallowed.Shelookedintohiseyes.Hewanted

tohearwhatshehadtosay.

Reba:Saysomethingangel..

Maduo:I..I..

Hehasneverreallydonesomethingswithher

andshelookedathim.Shetrustedhim withher

life.

Maduo:Yes(breathingin)Iam yoursforthe

taking.

Rebasoftlykissedherlips.

Reba:Thereisnoturningbackbuttercup.Ihave

totalcontrolhere.It'smydomain.

Shenodded.

Reba:Verywell..

Heledhertothesideoftheroom andshesaw



themanytools.Shedidn'tknowwhatsome

were.

Reba:Onyourkneesangel.

Hisvoicewastoodeepandshequicklyobeyed.

Hegrabbedtheblindfoldfrom thebedand

blindfoldedher.

Reba:YoudoeverythingIsayareweclear?

Shenodded.

Reba:Thereisnosafeword.Youwilljusthave

totrustmeblindlythoughyoudon'tknowwhat

I'm goingtodonext.

Shenodded.

Reba:Ineedwords..

Maduo:Yes...

Ahotslaplandedonherbehindanditstung..

Reba:Yeswho?

Thewayhecontrolledthisturnedheronasshe



feltthewetnessbetweenherthighs.

Maduo:Yessir..

Reba:Goodgirl.

Hewalkedawayandhecamewithamouthgag.

Reba:Iwouldlovetohearthosesweetmoans

babydollbutnotnow.Whateverthat

happenes,takeitlikeabiggirl..

Maduo:Yessir.

Hegaggedherandhe#EXPLICIT

.

.

*

*

*
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#EXPLICIT

Inthelounge

Hegotridofhersweatpants,sportsbraandhe

tookacrouchingpositionashelookedather.

Herubbedhisjaw.Hewasalreadystonehard

andheknewshewasfuckingtightdownthere.

Maduolookedathim andallshecouldseewas

lustanddesire.Itwasevenpalpableintheair.

Sheswallowedasfearkickedin.Hewasgoing

totearherapartand..

Sheshookherhead.Shewasdoingthis.

Reba:Don'tbescaredbuttercup.Letmemake



youfeelgood..

Hesaidashebenttowardsherandstarted

kissingherneck.Shemoanedsoftlyagainsthis

earandshefelthim pushhererectionagainst

hercoveredcrotch.

Hiskissestraileddownherboobs.Hewasn't

goingtosuckthem.Hisbabiessuckedthat.He

justkissedthem individuallybeforehestarted

toleavewetkissesalonghernavel.

Hestoppedashehookedhisfingeronthe

waistbandofthethongs.

Hepulleddowntheflimsyfabric.Helookedat

herashepulleditdownhershapelylegs.He

threwitonthecouchandlookedather.He

partedheryellowthighsandsmirked.Thiswas

goingtobegood.Hehadreadaboutsecondary

virginityandhewantedtoseehowtrueitwas..

Helightlyrubbedherinnerthighsandshe



moanedandmovedclosertohim.Hecouldsee

theshinyliquidatherentrance.Allpink.He

lovedthefactthatshewasalwaysreadyfor

him.

Heusedhisfingertolightlyrubhernubandshe

gasped.Heheldthetinybeanbetweenhis

thumbandindexfingerasherubbedwithabit

moreforce..

Hersoftandsmallmoansfilledtheloungeand

hewatchedherarchherback.Hiserection

strainedagainsthissweatpantsbuthehadto

reallygetbabygirlreadyforhim.

Heinsertedherfingerandsheflinchedabit..He

startedthrustinginandoutofherasshe

clutchedthecarpet.



Withhisotherhandhedidquickworkofhis

sweatpants.Hereyeswereclosedandshewas

enjoyingthepleasure.

Heremovedhisfingerasherubbedthehead

againstherclit.

Hereyesopenedasshelookedintohis.She

moanedashekeptonrubbing.

Reba:I'm abouttoslideitallin...

Andbeforeshecouldnod,heslidhiswhole

lengthinsideofherandsheflinchedand

screamedasherbackarched.

Maduo:Rebaaaah..

Rebawentstill.Fuck!Shewassotight.He

wonderedhowlonghewouldlastinthis

tightness.Hesliditoutagainastheylocked

eyesandsliditbackin.Gentlythistime.

Maduomoanedashethrustedinandoutofher.



Shelightlyscratchedhisbackasshemoaned

erotically.

Hermoansweresuchaturnonandheloved

herwarmth.Fuck!Theyshouldmakebabies

oftenjustsohecanenjoythis..

HestoppedthrustingandMaduolookedathim.

Hebegantocirclehishipsandthatensurethat

hehitbothsidesofhervaginaandshe

screamed.Fuck!Hehadneverdonethattoher

beforeandshefeltthewavecoming.Hertoes

curledagainstthecarpetassheletgoofhis

back.Hersmallhandscurledintolittlefistsand

shescreamed.

Hereyesrolledbackandherbackarched.He

keptthesamepace.

Maduo:Ooh..oooh....aaaahhh....aaahhh(moanin

g)



Shescreamedhisnameasshecreamedqith

him insideofher.Rebaslidhismemberoutof

thetightnessandheusedhishandstoholdher

handsoverherhead.Shewasstillinthethroes

ofanorgasm whenherammedbackintoher

andhitherwithfastpacedstrokes..she

thrashedagainstthecarpetassheopenedher

eyesandsawstarsflashinfrontofher..his

memberengorgedinsideofher.Heshothis

loaddeepinsideofherthemomentshecame

again.

Hegotoffherasshebreathedheavily.He

smiledlookingather.Sheactuallythoughtthis

wasover?

Themomentsheopenedhereyesandlooked

athim heturnedherover.

Reba:Onyourkneesbuttercup.Supportyourself

withyourforearms.



Shedidashesaid.Hesatonhiskneesandput

histhighsoutsidehers,beingcarefulnottodrop

hisfullweightonherbutjustenoughto

dominateher..

Hepulledherheadbackusingherhairashe

kissedherneck..

Shepanted.Herhairstylewasnewbuthewas

alreadyroughwithher.Whatdidshegetherself

into.

Withnowarningherammedintoherandshe

screamed.

Maduo:Aaah...Yei...Reba...aaaah...

Shefeltasifhetouchedherwomb.Herinner

mostcoreanditmadehermorewetandshe

feltherselfsquirt..

Heheldherbackashepoundedintoherand

shehadnochoicebuttomoanandscream.

Thishadtherightroughnessandithada

wantonfeelingtoit.



Helightlybitintoherbackasshemoanedhis

namecountlessoftimes...

Shecamethesametimewithhim andhefinally

lethergo.

Heslidoutofherandshecouldfeelhiscome

dripoutofher.Hernunuwasonfirealready.

Shecollapsedfacedownonthecarpetasshe

breathed.Sweatcoveredherwholebody.He

slidhishandbetweenherlegsandherubbed

herclit..

Shemoanedandsheclosedhereyesasher

bodyshook.Rebachuckledwhenhefelther

lighttremors.

Reba:Comeforbabydaddy...

Shegaspedforairasherbackarchedandshe

came..

Reba:Goodgirl..



Helaidnexttoherandplacedherheadonhis

sweatcladchest

Maduobreathedontopofhim.Whoa!!

Herheadwasonhisbeatingheartanditwas

beatingforher.

Rebajustliftedherheadusingherhairandhe

roughlykissedherlips.Shefeltherclitthrob.

Hebrokethekissandchuckled.

Reba:Iloveyou...

Maduo:But?

Reba:Imissedtreatingyoulikealittleslut..

Shesquirmed.

Attheplayroom



Hewalkedawayandhecamewithamouthgag.

Reba:Iwouldlovetohearthosesweetmoans

babydollbutnotnow.Whateverthat

happenes,takeitlikeabiggirl..

Maduo:Yessir.

Hegaggedherandhetracedhisfingersalong

herspine.Sheshudderedassheclapsedher

thighstogether.

Hewalkedawayandshewasleftlikethat

wonderingwhattodo.Sheheardsoundsand

shehadtorelyonherhearingtotracethe

directionofthesound.Sheturnedtothe

directionofthesoundandRebalookedather.

Reba:Soinquisitivedoll..

Hesaidashelitthewickedsoywaycandle.He

pouredsomeessentialoilinametalbasinand

helightlyhelditovertheflame,warmingitup.



Let'sseehowshewilltoleratethispain.When

theoilwaswarm enoughhewalkedawayand

heopenedaminifridge.Hetookoutatrayof

icecubes.

Maduodidn'tknowwhathewasdoing.

Hewalkedtowardsherandhepickedherup

andplacedheronhisshoulder.Shewantedto

askwhatwasupbutshecouldn'tspeak.She

mademuffledsounds.

Reba:Reasonwhyyouhavethatgag.Youtalk

toomuch.ShutupbabygirlbeforeImakeyou..

Sheshutupasherbodyrespondedtothat

snideremarkbymakingherwet.

Rebaplacedherdownandhecuffedherlegs

andhands.

Reba:thisisaspreaderbarbabygirl.Iwantto



seemypussyclearly..

Thatgotherwetandhesawtheliquiddripout

ofhercore.

Hechuckled.

Reba:You'returnedon?okay..

Hecamewiththewarm oilandhepouredit

downherbreasts.

Maduofeltthewarmth.Shewaslost.Itfelt

goodinherskin.Rebausedhisfingerand

dippeditinthebowl.Hebroughttheoilyfinger

tohererectnipplesandstartedtorubthem..

Maduofeltthewarm oilmovealonghernavel

anditmetwiththewetnessinhercore.She

wantedtomoansobadandallshecoulddo

wasenjoythesensationsbroughtabouthis

fingersonherareolasandhowitmadeherfeel.

Hestoppedandherspreadhishandsand

startedtorubtheoilalloverher.Hisfingers

moveddownwardswhereherubbedhermost



erogenousspot.Shecouldn'tmoveordo

anythingasthepleasureheightened.

Shefelthelplessasthepleasuregottoo

much..justasshethoughtshewasaboutto

comehestoppedandgentlymassagedher

breasts.

Reba:Westillhavetimemamacita..

Shewantedtoscream.Shewassoclosebuthe

tookitawayandhewasintotalcontrolof

everything.

Hestoppedmassagingherandheremovedthe

gag..

Reba:Youcanspeaknowbabydoll...

Shebreathedheavilyasheplacedhisthumbon

herentrance.

Reba:Weshouldmoveonrightbaby?

Hewalkedawayandshewashelplesslying



there.

Rebacameholdingtheicecubetrayandcandle..

Hetookouttwoicecubesandputthem inhis

mouth.Hekneeltinfrontofheropening.So

pinkandmoistened.

Hebroughthiscoldlipstoheropeningandshe

feltspark..thecoldnesshadaneffectandshe

helplesslymoaned.

Helookedatherashestartedtolickherlabia

from belowbeforeswirlinghistonguearound

herclitorisandthenlightlysuckingonit...

Shemoanedandhedidthatwhileholdingthe

candleinonehand.Hepouredthehotwaxon

herstomachandshescreamed.

Thecontrastingtemperaturesconfusedher

nervesandwholesystem.Thelightburnand

thecoldnessofhislipsandtonguehadher



moaninginpleasureashernerveendings

sizzledinanticipation.

Shemoanedandwasclosetocomingwhenhe

stopped.Shebadlyneededarelease.

Reba:Whoownsthispussy?(deepvoice)

Shesquirtedimmediately.

Hislipsweresoclosetoherear.Hiswarm

breathhitherandshegotmorewet.

Reba:Whoownsthis?

Maduo:Yousir(moaning)

Reba:Good.

Helookedather.Shelookedhelplessonthe

spreaderbar.Shequestionednothing.Damn.

Howluckycouldamanget?A

wife,mother,partnerandsubmissiveallinone?



Hesilentlythankedhisancestors.Hedidn't

wanttodomore.Shelookedbeatbutshestill

followedhiseveryorder.Hegothardashe

enjoyedtheview.Fuck!Heisfuckingher!

Hewalkedtothetableandhedimmedthe

lights.HepressedtheplaybuttonandThe

Weekend'sEarnedItstartedplaying.

Hewalkedtoherandheunhookedherlegsfirst

thenherhands.

Hepickedherupandplacedheronthedark

satinsheets.

Shefeltthesoftfabricagainstherback.She

wantedtoseehim andwhathewasusingon

her.

Hesoftlykissedhersoftlipsandshegaveinto

thekiss.Heremovedtheblindandshelooked

intohiseyes.



Reba:Iloveyoubuttercup..

Maduo:Iloveyoutoo(weakly)

Hegentlyenteredherwetnessandshemoaned.

Shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneckand

hookedonelegonhiswaist.Thatallowedhim

moreaccessandwithexpertisehemadeslow

lovetoherashermoansfilledtheroom and

theirbodieslightlyslappedagainsteachother.

Theirgroansandmoansfilledtheroom.Bythe

timeshecame,itfeltlikesomethingfrom a

differentuniverseasherheadstartedspinning

andthistimeherbodyshookviolentlyfrom the

orgarsm.Hehadhittheg-spotthentheA-spot

secondslater....

Minuteslatershelaidonhischest.Shewasout

ofbreathandwords.



Shetooksometimetorecollectherthoughts

andlookedathim.

EllieGoulding'sLoveMeLikeYoudoplayedas

thelightschangedcolour.

Shelookedintothosebrowneyesofhis.She

didn'tknowwhattosay.Theybothspokewith

theireyes.Hetipppedherheadoverashe

frenchkissedher.

Sheplacedherpalmsagainsthischestasthey

sharedthatkiss.Itwasoutofthisworld.

Intimate.Justforthebothofthem.Hebrokeit

andbitherlowerlip.

Shebreathedlookingathim.

Maduodidn'tknowwhattosaybutthissong

describedwhatshewasthinking.Herevery

emotion.Hejust..

Sheheldhisbighandandplaceditonherleft

breast.Hefeltherheartbeat.Thiswasmore

thanwords.



Tearsfilledhereyesasshekissedhim withher

tremblinglips.

Reba:Iloveyou..

Shenoddedwithasmileastearsfloweddown

hercheeks.

Thisman.Thismansetherwholeworldand

heartonfire.Thismanwasherstoloveand

keep.

Hebrokethekissandwipedhertears.He

placedherheadonhischestandhelookedup.

Thisyoungladywashiseverything.

.
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AtGaborone

Maduoparkedthecarandlookedatherphone

asitvibrated.Shesuckedonasourworm as

sheopenedthemessage.

Sherolledhereyes.

Rethabile:Andthenwena?

Maduo:NyinyavyouMrsKgosi,Ihadameeting.

Mxm.

Rethabile:Whoa..

Maduo:Niggawassupposedtoshowupan

hourago.

Rethabile:Atleasthetoldyou.

Maduo:Atsamaelekoo..

Rethabile:Whoa.Calm downMaddy.Whyare



yougettingsoworkedup?

Shejustgrumpilysuckedonhersourworm.

Rethabile:Maddy?

Maduo:Yes?

Rethabile:Areyou...

Maduo:Don'teventhinkaboutit..

Rethabilebackedoff.

Rethabile:Areyouexcited?

Herfacelitupasshetookanothersourworm.

Maduo:Very..Urg..andthegownIhaddesigned

mntase..Yei..

Rethabile:Wemadeit..

Maduo:Wedidhey.ImeanAdvocateMoreri..

ShesaidasRethabilebeamedwithpride.

Rethabile:Andyougraduatedwithfirstclass

MrsKgosi.Imeanyouhadfiveoffers...



Maduo:TheMaddyeffectandyousignedwith

thebiggestlikeifthisisn'tfriendshipgoalsthen

Idon'tknow.

Rethabile:SotomorrowisDday..

Theyfistbumped.

Maduo:Yes...

TheygotoutofthecarandMaduoopenedthe

boottotakeouttheshoppingbags.

Theywalkedinsidethehouseandsheplaced

them onthecouch.

Maduo:Anythingtoeatordrink?

Rethabile:IthinkIwillhavejuice.Weateanhour

ago..

Shewalkedtothekitchenandopenedthe

fridge.Shecloseditandbreathed.Thatfoul

smellmadehernauseous.



Maduo:Thabsie?

Rethabile:Yes?

Maduo:Comepourthejuiceyourself..

Shewalkedtothesinkanddrankwater.The

nauseawentdownabit.

Rethabilewalkedinsidethekitchenandopened

thefridge.Shetookoutthejuicecarton.

Rethabile:What'swrong?

Maduo:Idon'tknow.Ithinkmaybesomethingis

waypastit'sexpirydate.

Rethabilelookedatherasshepouredthejuice

inaglass.Sheshouldshutup.

Shedrankthejuice.

Rethabile:NgngMaduo..

Maduo:Whatnow?

Rethabile:You'repregnant..



Maduorolledhereyes.

Maduo:Don'tberidiculousThabi.

Rethabile:No,youarebeingignorant.

Maduo:Iam perfectlyfine..

Rethabile:You'resostubbornyouknowthat?

Maduo:Don'tuseyourlawyerskillsonmetuu,I

don'twanttogiveyouamillionreasonswhyI

am notpregnant.

Rethabile:Ishuu..

Maduo:DudeIhadmyperiodafewdaysago.

Chill..

Rethabile:Okay.Youcleareditallup.Sorry..

Maduo:Forgiven.

TheytalkedandanhourlaterRethabileleft.



AtFrancistown

Rebalookedathiswatch.Hehadanemergency

meetingandhehopedMaddysawthemessage.

Hemadehiswaythroughthetrafficashe

headedtothetwins'school.

Healsobookedthelatestflightoutof

Francistown.Hesaidhewillbethereandhe

alsohadsomethingplannedso...

Tenminuteslaterheparkedhiscarinthe

parkinglot.Hesighed.Hehadanother

loudmouthinhismidst.

Hewalkedtowheretheyusuallywaitedforhim

intheschool.

Emmaspottedhim firstandnudgedKgololo.



Emma:Dadishere..

KgololoJr:Emma!!

Shejustheldherbagandwalkedtoherfather.

Hebentdowntoherlevel.

Reba:Heyprincess..

Emma:Daddy..Howareyou?

Reba:Goodandinarush..

Shefrownedandlookedathim.

Emma:Why?

Reba:RememberwhenIsaidwearegoingto

seemommygraduate?

Emmanodded.

Reba:Wearegoingtohertoday..

Shegiggled.

Emma:Wearegoingtoseemommy..KGweare

goingtoseemom..



Kgolologotoffthebenchandheldhisbag.He

wasstillasneatashewasinthemorning.He

walkedtohisfatherandtheyfistbumped.

Reba:Howareyouchamp?

KgololoJr:Good.Likeeveryday.Sowe'regoing

toseemom?

Reba:Yep.

KgololoJr:Cool..

HesaidasRebastoodupstraightandEmma

walkedclosebyhisside.Hewastootallforher.

Thekidswalkedbytheirdadastheymadetheir

waytothecar.

Heopenedthedoorforthem andhehelped

them getinside.Hewalkedtohisside.

Reba:Buckleup.

TheydidastoldandEmmastartedtellingher

fatherabouttheirdaywhilehedrove.

Reba:Really?



Emma:Yes.Idon'tlikeher..

KgololoJr:Emmayoudon'tknowher..

Emma:Istilldon'tlikeherKG..

Heleanedbackandlookedathistwinsister.

Emma:Anywaydad?

Reba:Yes?

Emma:Ismommygoingtobewearingagown

likewedidwhenweregraduatinglastyear?

Reba:Yes..

Shenodded.

Emma:Willherdresshavesparkleslikemine?

Reba:Youwantittohavesparkles?

Emma:Yes.Ilovesparkles..

Heparkedthecar.Theyweretwosmart

kids,theyweretheyoungestintheclassatonly



fiveyearsbutitwasthegenessotherewas

nothingtheycando.

Thetwogotoutofthecarandsincehehad

upgradedthesecuritytheycouldunlockthe

doorusingtheirfingerprints.

Reba:Gochangeguys.Yourbagsarepacked.

Makeitfast..

Theywalkedtotheirrooms.

Hemadehiswayupstairstothebedroom.He

changedtoo.Somethingcasualnottooformal.

Whenhewasdonehedraggedhisbag

downstairsandhefoundthem nexttotheir

smallbags.

Reba:Thatwasfast.

Emma:Wecan'twaittoseemom rightKG?

Kgololo:SureEm(boredtone)



Hissisterneverkeptquietanditwasannoying

attimes.

Rebacarriedtheluggagetothecar.He

chceckedthetime.Theyhadhalfanhour

beforetheflighttookoff.

Theygotinthecarandbuckledup.

.

.

*
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AtFrancistown



Starlookedathiskids'photos.Sherubbedher

temples.

Herpsychiatristwasright?Whatwillbetheuse?

Shewillbetryingtohurthim buthewon'tpick

her.Notinamillionyears.

Shepickedherphone.

Star:Hello?

Voice:Hello..

Star:Callthewholethingoff...

Voice:Sure?

Star:Yeah.Iwillonlybegettingintroublewith

thelawforsomethingsouseless.

Voice:Okay..

Star:Thankyou..

Shetorethepicturesintopieces.Rebabediwas

inthepast.Sheismovingon.Hermentalhealth



fornowandnomen.

Shesippedonherteaasshestartedtowatch

YouTubevideos.

AtTumi'splace

Tumistaredatherengagementringwitha

smileonherface.Itwashappening.Herphone

rangandsheansweredit.

Tumi:Hello..

Michael:MrsMe..

Tumigiggledashercheeksgotwarm.She

missedhim andhewastoofar.

Tumi:howareyoumylove?

Michael:GoodthatI'm talkingtoyou..



Adoorknockinterruptedher.

Tumi:Thereissomeoneknockingonthedoor.

Shesaidasshestoodupholdingthephone.

Michael:Okay.Imissyou.

Tumi:Imissyoumore..Ifeellikeyoufedmea

loveportion.

Michael:Really?

Tumi:Mmh...Ialwaysthinkofyoueverydayand

you'resofaraway.

Michael:Iam comingback..

Tumi:Youshould.Ihavetotellyousomething

love..

Michael:Ooh.Can'twait..

Sheputthephonebetweenherearand

shoulderassheturnedthelock.

Sheopenedthedoorandherphonefelldown.



Helookedatherashehungup.

Michael:Hellomylove..

Hesaidasheheldrosesinonehand.Sheheld

hermouthastearsfloweddownhercheeks.

Heslippedhisphoneinhisbackpocketashe

pulledhertohim.

Michael:Heyheynow..don'tcry..

Tumi:Ithoughtyourtrip..

Hechuckled.

Michael:I'm hereandthat'sallthatmatters

babe..

Tumiplacedherheadonhisshoulderasshe

wrappedherarmsaroundhim.

Michael:Thiswelcome..(chuckling)

Helethergoandhandedhertheflowers.She

lookedatthem.Hereyeswidenedwhenshe



lookedatthem closely.ShesawtheP100notes

rolledneatly..

Tumi:Miiikeee!!

Shehuggedhim againwhileholdingthe

flowers...

Michael:Aladydeservestobespoiled.

Shelethim goasshewipedhertearswith

anotherhand.

Tumi:Comein..

Hewalkedinsideandclosedthedoor.She

walkedtothecouchandsatontherug.She

lookedattheflowers.Redroses.Sheremoved

thestringfrom thebouquetandtheindividual

rosesfellontherug.Shestartedremovingthe

notes..

Michaellaughed.

Michael:Basadileratamadi..



Tumi:Canyoublameus?Thankyoubabyy..

Shesaidassheremovedthenotes.Shecame

acrosssomeP200notestoo.Shesmiledas

shestartedtocountthemoney..

Shelookedathim.

Tumi:Yohyoh..

Sheplacedthenotescarefullyonthwtableand

stoodup.Shrsatontopofhim.

Tumi:Babe?

Michael:Hmm?

Tumi:IdidsayIhavesomethingtotellyou..

Heraisedaneyebrow..

Tumi:Wellin7months...

Shestarteddrwaingpatternsonhischest..

Tumi:Wewillbewelcominganewadditionto

thefamily..

Hepausedandlookedather.



Michael:IsitwhatI'm thinkingitis?

Shenoddedwithasmile..

Michael:God!Thankyou..

Tumi:Inotherwordsweare...having.A.Baby.

Hekissedherwhileshegiggled.

Michael:You'remakingmehappy,youknowthat?

Tumi:Andtothinkafterourfirstencounterat

theclothingstoreyoupaidandleft..

Hechuckled.

Michael:Don'tremindme.Iwould'vebeen

missingoutonallofthisloving...

AtRachel'splace

Sheplacedherheadonhischest.

Rachel:Ifinallydidit.



Him:Tomorrow?

Rachel:Yes.Yes..

Theykissedashecoveredherwiththefleece.

Him:I'm proudofyouseñorita..

Rachel:I'm proudofmetoo..

Him:Heynow..

Shelaughedsoftly.

Rachel:I'm openingupmyveryown

spa...Tomorrow..

Him:Yes.

Theysnuggledastheywatchedthemovie.

AtToni'splace

Sheputhertwoyearoldtosleep.Shewalked

outofherroom andjustthrewherselfonthe



couch.

ShedialedGaone'snumber.

Gaone:Heysis..howareyou?

Toni:Good.Zoeisasleepsogood..

Gaone:Stillcan'tbelieveyoudidthewholeIVF

thing.

Toni:IdidsayI'm donewithmenGee..

Gaone:I'm stillsearchingfortheonesis...

Toni:Ijoo..whereisJunior?

Gaone:Heiswithhisdad'sfamily.Apparently

theyhaveaneventtoattendtomorrowso...

Toni:Theyaresohappyaren'tthey?

Gaone:Juniorissohappywiththem.Healways

talksabouthislittlesisternonstop..

Tonichuckled.

Toni:IfJuniorishappythenIguessyou're

happy?



Gaone:Very.Thereisnousebeingbitter

honestly.Everythingthathappenedisinthe

pastandweco-parentpeacefully.

Toni:Yousee..anywayletmego.Iwanttosleep.

Gaone:Okay.Goodnightandsaygoodnightto

Zoeforme.

Toni:Ofcourse..Nighynightsis..

Shehungupandsmiled.Shewascomplete

withZoe.

AtNicole'splaceinGaborone

Shetriedonthedressonemoretimeand

pinchedherself.Thiswasadream cometrue.

Sheneededmorequalificationsandtomorrow

wasgraduationday.



Shegotoutofthedressandplaceditback

insideit'sbag.

Nicole:Wemadeitneh...

AtMaduo'splace

Shewasstillannoyed.Hewasn'thereyet.Mxm.

Herpridedidn'tallowhertocallhim.Shelooked

atthetime.Itwasalmostfivep.m

Shegrabbedhercarkeysandgotoutofthe

house.WhatRethabilesaidalsomadeher

anxious.Shehadherperiodafewdaysago.

Shecan'tbepregnantright?Shewishedshe

wasn't.

Shegotinsidehercarandplacedherphoneon

thestand.Shedialedhersisterinlaw'snumber.



Sasha:MmaKgosiii..

Maduo:Pleaseprayforme..

Sashafrownedattheotherendofthelineas

shesatonthekitchenstoolatherplace.

Sasha:What'sup?

Maduo:Mpeemodithapelongtlhemmawena..

Tearsfilledhereyes.Shedidn'twanttogoback

there.

Sasha:Heywhat'swrongsis?

Maduo:I'm scared(shakyvoice)

Sasha:Bathong!!

Maduoblinkednumerously.Sheisn'tpregnant

isshe?Shehasbeentakingcontraception

religiously.Shecan'tbe...

Sashajustheldthephone.Hishandsheldher

shouldersandshesmiled.



Sasha:Maddy?

Maduo:IthinkIwillbegood.Butpleaseprayfor

me...

Sasha:Okay.You'lltellme.

Maduonoddedandhungup.

Maduoplacesherheadonthesteeringwheel

astearstrickleddownhercheeks.Shequickly

wipedthem andstartedthecar.Shehadtogo

thenearestchemistandbuyapregnancytest..

Twentyminuteslatershewalkedinsidethe

householdingthebox.Shelookedatitandshe

justtoldherselfsheisnotpregnant.

Shelockedthedoorandremovedthekeyfrom

thedoor.Shewalkedtothebedroom.



Shewalkedinsidethebathroom andremoved

theclearbluepregnancystick.Thisoneshows

howfaroneis.Ifsheispregnant.Sheknows

sheisn't.

Shedidthethingsandsheplacedthestickon

thesink.Shesatanxiouslyonthetoiletseatas

shetwiddledherthumbs.Shecan'tbepregnant.

Shejustwaitedandexceededthewaitingtime

onpurposejustsothetestcanbeaccurate.

Shestoodupandwalkedtothesink.She

pickeditupandreadtheresults.Tearsfilled

hereyes.Shejustthrewthedarnstickagainst

thewallandwalkedintothebedroom.She

threwherselfonthebedasshesobbedwithher

faceonthepillow..



Eventuallyshefellasleep....

AtGaboroneInternationalAirport

Rebawalkedthroughtheairportwiththekids.

Peoplestoppedandstaredastheylookedat

him withthetwins.Theboylookedlikehim.

Theycouldtellhewasthefather.Heheldhis

phoneagainsthisear.

Reba:Iwillcollecttomorrow.

Voice:Yessir.Wearedoneandwewere

accuratewithourmeasurements.

Reba:Good.Thankyou.

Hehungupandlookedatthetwinswhowere

justfollowinghim.Hehadhiredacarandtheir



luggagewasbeingcarriedthere.

Reba:Tired?

Emma:No..

KgololoJr:Stillgood.

Reba:Wearegoingtomakeaquickstopata

fastfoodrestraurantandwegoseeyourmom

okayguys.

Both:Okay..

Theywalkedtothecarandgotinside.The

driverstartedthecar.

AtMaduo'shouse

Thelightswereoffandhejustusedhisspare

keystounlockthehouse.

Hecrouchedtothekids'level.



Reba:Ifbyanychanceyourmom issleeping,I'm

goingtoneedyouguystoheadtoyourroom

andnotdisturbher.Canyoudothatforme?

Theynodded.

Heopenedthedoorandthechildrenquietly

wenttotheirroom.Thedriverhelpedcarrythe

bagsandhepaidthemanbeforeheclosedthe

door.Itwasonly6pm sohewasearly.Hewent

toplacethetakeoutinthekitchen.

Hecarriedthechildren'sbagstotheirrooms.

Reba:YouriPadsareinyourbags.

Kgololo'seyeslit.

KgololoJr:Thanksdad.You'rethebest.

Reba:Iknow.

Hewalkedoutandcarriedhisbagtotheirroom.

Hemadesurenottomaketoomuchnoise.She

wasasleep.



Helookedaroundtheroom andhesmiled.He

walkedtothebathroom totakeapisswhenhe

stoppedmidway.Hepickedthebox.Itwasa

pregnancytestingkit.Hefrowned.Okay.

Helookedaroundandhesawthestick.He

pickeditupandreadtheresults.Hiseyes

widened.

Hedidwhathehadtodointhebathroom and

hewalkedoutwiththestickandbox.Hesaton

thebedandlookedatherthentheresultson

thestick.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtMaduo'shouse

Hesighedasheputtheboxandstickdown.He

coveredherwiththeblanketandkissedher

cheek.

Reba:Thankyoumylove.

Hewalkedoutandheadedtothechildren's

room.

Hefoundthem busyontheiriPads.

Reba:Guysyourmom issleeping.

Emma:Ooh.Sowearegoingtoeatwithouther?



Reba:Seemsso.Putdownyourgadgets.We

havealottodotomorrow.

Emmaexcitedlyclappedherhands.

KgololoJr:Emma!

Emma:letmebe...sodaddy?

Reba:Yesprincess?

Emma:I'm reallydoingittomorrow?

Reba:Wanttobackoutangel?

Sheshookherhead.

Reba:youvolunteeredoutthegoodnessofyour

heart..

Emma:Iknow..

Theywalkedoutoftheroom astheyheadedto

thekitchen.



Maduowokeupbecauseofthenoise,shedidn't

rememberhavingguestsoverorevenwearinga

blanket.Howdidshefallasleepanyway?She

stretchedherbody.Stilldisoriented,shegotout

ofbedandsteadilyheldthedresser.She

yawnedsoftlyasshewalkedtothedoor.She

lockedthedoor.Shebreathedinandout.

Maybeshewashallucinating.Shewasjust

havingabaddream andwhatshesawearlier

wasnothingbutadream.

Shewalkedoutoftheroom asthenoisegot

morelouder.Thevoicesweresofamiliar.The

littlegirlsoundedlikeEmma..shefrowned.This

wasadream.Rebadidn'tmakeit..

Shewalkedinsidethekitchenandheldher

heart.

Maduo:OhmyGod!!



Emmaslidoffthehighchairandhalfrantoher

mother.Theywerehere..

ShecrouchedtoherheightasEmmahugged

her.

Emma:Hellooomommy..

Maduo:(tearfully)heybaby..

KgololoJrwalkedtohismom andhuggedher.

KgololoJr:Heymom..

Maduochuckled.

Maduo:Heybigman..

Shehuggedbothherbabies.

Maduo:Okay.Letgoguys..

Theylethergoandshestoodonherfeetas

shelookedattheirfather.

Reba:MrsKgosi..

Maduojustwalkedtohim andhuggedhim.



Maduo:Hellodaddybae..

Rebachuckled.

Reba:Imissedyoutoobuttercup.

Maduo:Ithought...

Reba:Don'tthoughtMmaKgosi.HaveIeverlet

youdown?

Sheshookherheadandbrokethewarm

embrace.

Theyweredoneeating.

KgololoJr:We'regoingtosleeprightEmma?

Emmalookedathermother.Maduofrownedas

shesawthewayEmmawaslookingather.

Maduo:Issomethingwrongbaby?

Emma:Whe..



KgololojustheldEmma'stinyhand.

KgololoJr:Ems?

Emmalookedathermotherthensmiled.

Emma:Nightmommy...

Withthatthetwowalkedaway.

RebaandMaddylistenedtotheirconversation

astheywalkedtotheirroom.

Emma:thinkwewokemommyup?

KgololoJr:Ee..obuathata..

Emma:That'snotnice..

KgololoJr:true..

Emma:Idon'tlikeyou..

KgololoJr:Ihavelollipops..

Emma:Ilikeyou,let'sgo..

MaduoandRebaburstoutlaughingassoonas



theycouldn'thearthechildren'sconverstaion.

Maduo:banabagago..

Hetiltedherheadup.

Reba:I'm proudofyou.

Sheblushedasshelookedintohiseyes.

Herubbedhercheeks.

Reba:Whywereyoucrying?

Sheplacedherheadonhischestasshesighed

andlookeddown.

Maduo:I'm pregnant.

Aboutofsilencepassedandheliftedherhead

andrubbedherchin.

Reba:What'swrongwiththatbuttercup?

Maduo:andhereIwasplanningonkillingyou

forimpregnatingme..

Hechuckleddeeply.



Reba:GuessIdodgedthescreamigand

shouting.Butwhydoesthatmakeyousad?

Maduo:Thelabourroom Rebabedioryou

forgot? yeirrewaModimonkilekabonadilo

kanalewenaobone..

Reba:IrememberloveandI'm sorryyouhadto

gothroughthatbutitwasworthit,wasn'tit?

Maduosmiled.

Maduo:Itwas.

Reba:Aren'twethecoolestparentssofar?

Shegiggled.

Maduo:Weare..

Reba:Sobabygirl,youbetterbeexcitedthatwe

areexpandingourfamily.Doyouthinkit'saboy

oragirl?

Maduo:Aslongasit'sjust1child. likethat..

Reba:(laughing)okayMrsKgosi..howareyou



feelingabouttomorrow?

Maduo:Excited.Nervous.Everythinginbetween.

Reba:We'llallbethereforyou,justsoyouknow.

Maduo:Iknow.

Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneck.Hewas

calm abouteverythingandtobelieveshewas

panickingearlieron.

Maduo:You'realwayscalm.IhatethatKgololo

hadtoinherityouasawhole..

Rebalaughedsoftlyagainstherear.

Reba:Don'tgoonhatingmysonbecauseyou

aren'thappyaboutthegenesheinherited.

Maduo:Mxm.

Hemadeherwrapherlegsaroundhiswaist.

Reba:areyouhungry?

Maduo:Idon'tthinkIwillbeabletostomach



anything...

Reba:Sure?

Shenoddedandplacedherheadonhis

shouldersashecarriedhertothwbedroom.

Meanwhileinthekids'room

EmmastoppedpressingheriPadandlookedat

KG.

Emma:Butdoesmommyknow?

KgololoJr:Idon'tknow.

Emma:Areweweird?

KgololoJr:Idon'tthinkso..

Shenoddedthoughfullyassheplayedthesong

onheriPad.Kgololojustplayedracinggames

onhis.



Thefollowingmorning

Maduolookedatherreflection.Minimalwas

key.Shetwirledinfrontofthemirrorandshe

felthishugearmswraparoundherwaist.

Reba:Thekidsaredoneandyoulookfuckable..

Hesaidashebithislowerlipandshelaughed.

Maduo:Ifthat'syourwayofsayingIam

beautifulthenthankyou..

Hekissedherneckandsheleanedintohim.

Aknocksoundedontheirdoor.

Reba:Comein..

EmmaandKgololowalkedinsidetheroom.

Maduo:Goodmorningmybabies..

Theysmiledastheylookedattheirparents.

Emma:Yourdresshassparkles..



Maduo:Ofcourse..youlovesparklesprincess..

Emmasmiled.Rebaletgoofherwaistasshe

grabbedhermortarboardandgown.

Maduo:Let'sgoguys...

Reba:Aftergrabbingbreakfast..

Maduo:Ofcourse...

Theywalkedout.

AttheUniversityOfBotswana

GraduationCeremony...

Rebaparkedthecarastheygotout.

Maduo:Havingconnectionsisnice?

Rebachuckled.



Reba:Heyhey..mycompanyisthesponsortoo

andIsawtheprogrammebeforehand.

Shefrowned.

Reba:I'm proudokaybaby?

Hesaidashepeckedherlips.

Maduo:ThatI'm graduating?

Henodded.

Maduorubbedherhandstogether.Sheknew

thatherparentswerecoming.Wellthewhole

familywascomingjusttoseehergraduate.

Reba:Followme...

Maduo:Ihaveto...

Reba:DoasIsay..kidslet'sgo.

TheyfollowedtheirdadandtheygreetedReba

andherastheywalkedtowherethebigshots



weresitted.

Maduo:I..

Reba:ShutupMmaKgosi..

SheshutupandfacedherfrontastheMC

started.

Maduo'sparentssatdown.Theywereso

excitedaboutthis.Herdream hadconetrue.

Thishasgottobeyetanotherhappydayfor

theirdaughter.

MaduospottedRethabileinadifferenttent.She

hadleftherphoneinthecarsothatshecan

actuallylisten.

ShelookedatRebawhowaslisteningandher

babieswholookedbored.Thiswasgoingtobe

alongday.



Theywerecalledcoursebycoursetogocollect

theirdegrees.Shestoodupasshefixedher

gownandhat.

Rebasmiledlazily.Shehasn'tseenthe

programmeyetandhewantedhertobe

cluelesslikethat.

Aftertheygottheirdegreesshewalkedbackto

wheretheyweresitted.

Maduo:Iam finallyagraduate..

Rebaclappedhishands...

MC:wellnowthatallourgraduateshave

graduatedwehavespecialawardsforspecial

individuals...

Maduo:Theyaretalkingaboutthesmart

ones..Haelebamedicinekesabue..

Shesaidshakingherhead.



MC:LetmestartwithBachelorofLaw.Iwould

liketocalltothestageMsRethabileMoreri

whograduatedherclasswithMagnacum laude.

Letmerephrasethat.Let'swelcomeAdvocate

Moreritothepodium.

Maduogaspedassheclappedherhands.

Rethawalkedforwardtogogetheraward.

MC:andshehastoleaveuswithafewwordsof

wisdom.Gatwetheselawyerstalk..

Rethabilesmiledgracefullyasshestoodatthe

podium andfacedeveryone.Theeventitself

wasbeautiful.Shesmiledasshelookedather

parents.ShesawMaduo'ssmileandshe

clearedherthroat..

Rethabile:UniveristyofBotswanaGraduates

hello..



Theygreetedbackasitcamebackasanecho..

Rethabile:Kanagatwegobalabalagangwana

gasebotlhalesoI'm goingtokeepthisasshort

aspossible....

Shetalkedandwhenshewasdonethey

clappedtheirhands.Othertopachieving

studentsfrom variousfacultieswerecalled

exceptfrom thosefrom Finance.

Shefrowned.

MC:Wealwayssavethebestforlast.Thishas

neverhappenedbefore.Usuallythestudents

from facultyofMedicinescoopthisone.It'sthe

biggestachievementtograduatewithsuch..

Peoplewhisperedastheyaskedthemselves

questions.



MC:IwouldliketoinvitetheUniversitydean,the

chancellor,ourbiggestsponsorthisyeartothe

podium tohelppresentthisaward.

Rebastoodupashewalkedtothepodium.

Manyoftheladiessilentlysalivatedasthey

lookedathim.Hewasamasterpiece.

Rebasidesmiled.Hedidn'twanttokillhistiny

wifethough.TheMCmentionedthem bytheir

namesandwelldamnMrKgosiwaseyecandy.

MC:Ihopeyou'rereadyforthisphenomenal

student.BeforeIcallhername,shehashadfive

joboffers.Theywantedherimmediatelyafter

graduationtogoworkforthem.Sheiscurrently

oneoftheinvestmenttradersin

Wallstreet..ssshh..keepittoyourselves...

Maduofrowned.



MC:Andontopofthatshealreadyhasa

sponsorshiptogopursueherMastersoverseas

courtesyofoursponsor.That'sifsheiswilling.

Ifnot,theyoungladycanworkinoneofthebest

InvestmentsCorporationsintheworld...let's

makeherstandupwitharoundofapplause...

Maduoclappedherhandsfortheluckylady.

Dang!Thatwaswow..

MC:CanImentionher?

ThecrowdroaredandtheMClaughed.

MC:Okaygraduatingwithasummacum laude

whichisforstudentswhohavegraduatedwith

thehighestdistinction.Imeanshetoppedthe

wholeUniversity.

Peoplegasped.Suchbrains.



MC:Letmecallherout.

Rebasmiled.Heknewthewholethingwas

beingfilmedsomaybenextweekhewillcome

collectthefootage.

MC:CanMs..Okaymyapologies.Iforgotto

mentionthattheladyinquestionisoffthe

market.Sorrytoeveryonewhothoughtthey

weregoingtoeathermoney...

Peoplelaughed.

MC:MrsMaduoKgosicanyoumakeyourway

tothepodium?

Tearsfilledhereyes.Herparentsclappedtheir

handsandRethabileexcitedlyclappedforher.

Someofthepeoplewereconfused.Shewasa

Kgosiforreal?

Emmalookedathermom.Shewascrying.



Maduo:OhmyGod!

Shejustusedhersmallhandstowipehertears

andMaduochuckled.

Maduo:Thankyoubaby..

Emmasmiled.

Maduowipedhertears.Heknewandhelet

them catchheroffguard.Bysurprisejustlike

that.

Shefixedhersmileasherheartpounded.Damn

shetoppedthewholeUniversity?Andherown

husbandsponsoredhermaster'swhichshe

mightormightnotpursuebut..

Shewalkedtothepodium assheshooktheir

hands.Itwasabitawkwardtoshakehishand.

Shewassuretheycouldseeshewasshaking...

MC:DidImentionsheisfrom theFacultyof

Finance?



Peopleclappedharder..

MC:Nowshehastotellushowshedidit..

MaduobreathedinandRebatookthe

accoladesfrom her.

Reba:Babybreath..Breath..

Herhandsshookasshecoveredhermouth.He

handedthechancellorheraccoladesandhe

heldher.

Maduo:youdidn'ttellme(shakyvoice)

Hechuckled.

Reba:Itwasmeanttobeasurprisebaby..

Maduojustlethim calm herdownandeveryone

wassilentastheywatchedthewholeencounter.

Theyfinallyputtwoandtwotogether.They

weremarriedtoeachotherandbythelooksof

itshehadnoideawhatthehellwasgoingon.It



wassocute.Therawemotiononherface.

Rebaknewthatthehormonesjustaddedmore

fueltothefire.Whenshewasgoodshelooked

athim.

Reba:Wegoodnowbaby?

Shenodded.

Reba:Willyoubeabletospeak?

Shenodded.

Reba:That'smybaby...

Shesmiledassheletgoofhim andstoodby

thepodium.

Maduo:(chuckling)Helloguys..Uhm I'm sorry

aboutthat.Ihonestlyhadnoidea.I'm shocked

asyouareguys.Totallyblownawaybecause

wow...

ShepausedasshethoughtfullylookedatReba



andherfamily.

Maduo:Okay.IfIknewthatthiswasgoingtk

happenIwould'vepreparedareallylongspeech

justsoIcantalk..butIknowyouguysdon't

wantlongspeeches..

Thepeoplechuckled.

Maduo:Uhm totaIdon'tknowwhattosay.Like

thisisahugeachievementandtothinkthatI

livewiththatman..

ShepointedatRebawhosmiled.

Maduo:Andhedidn'tsayaword..Okay.Nowlet

mestart.

Shewentontotellthem aboutitallandher

experienceintheworldofacademia,her

parents'support,thefamilysupportandlastly

Rebabedi'ssupport.

MC:MrsKgosi?

Shelookedathim..



MC:Ithinkyouforgottotellthem about

something.

Shechuckledasshefacedthecrowd.

Maduo:Okayguysyouseethatbigguywho

decidedtosponsormyMaster'sdegree?

Theynodded.

Maduo:Hegavemethosetwocutekidsthatare

sittingthatsideandIwon'ttellyoutheirnames.

Soyah.Tothegraduatingclassofthisyear,all

thebestinyourfutureendeavors.Thankyou.

Shethrewhermortarboardapparentlyknown

asawisdom hatupwardsandallgraduates

followedsuit.

ShesmiledasRebaheldherwaist.

Reba:Youdidgood.

Maduo:otrickyMr..



Reba:SotheMaster'sdegree?

Maduo:youknowyoujustknockedmeupando

buakadegree(whispering)

Reba:MmaKgosi..

Maduo:Iloveyoutoo..

Theywalkedtotheirseats.

AtMaduo'splace

Rebaparkedthecarashecameinholdingthe

bags.Graduationendedfourhoursagoandshe

saidshewantedtorest.

Hefoundthekidsinthelounge.

Hehandedeachofthem theirownbag.

Reba:Gochangeguyswedon'thavetime.



Theybothnodded.Theywereinontheplan.

Hewalkedtothebedroom wherehefoundher

lyingonherstomach.

Reba:MrsKgosi..

Maduo:Love..

Reba:Ihaveonemorerequest.

Maduo:Whatisit?I'm stillshook..

Reba:Dodinner..

Shelookedathim..

Maduo:Fine.

Reba:Andwearthis..

Hehandedherthebagandshepeekedinside.

Reba:Dressandshoes.FormeMrsKgosi.

Maduo:Fine.Letmegobath.

Hepeckedherlips.

Reba:Thankyou.



Shegotupandwalkedintothebathroom.

HedialedSasha..

Reba:Isitready?

Sasha:Yep.Thefam justlanded.Wearewaiting

foryouguys.

Reba:Thankssis.

Sasha:wankolotawena.

Reba:Eemma..

Hehungupandwalkedouttogousetheother

bathroom.

Anhourlatereveryonewasdone.

Emmalookedathermother.

Emma:Ithasfeathers,diamondsandsparkles..



Maduochuckled.

Maduo:Yesbaby.

Emma:mamawhenarethebabiescoming?

Kgololoshookhishead.Emmatalkedtoomuch.

KgololoJr:Emma!

Emmajustlookedathermother.

Maduo:Wow...

Shewasspeechless.Babies?Wait...what?

Kgololosawhowsurprisedhismotherwas.She

didn'tknowandEmmahadtotalk..

Maduojustsmiled.

Maduo:Idon'tknowbaby..

Emmanodded..

TheirdresseswherematchingasRebaandKG

Jrworesimilartuxedos.

Maduo:Thisisbeautiful.



Rebaheldherwaistasthekidswalkedinfront

ofhim.

MaduolookedatReba.

Maduo:Alimowow..

Reba:Ihavetopulloutallthestopright?

Maduo:YeswenaMrrichguy..

Thekidsgotinfirstthentheygotinside.

AtawellknownhotelinGaborone

Thelimostoppedinfrontofthehotelandthey

walkedout.Theymadetheirwayupthe

staircase.

RebawinkedatEmmawhosmiledback.



TheygotinsidetheliftandRebapressedthe

floornumber.Whentheliftdingedtheystepped

out.Itwasalldark.

Thelightsswitchedonandtheyscreamed

surprise.Shesmiledtearfully.

Maduo:Youtrickedmeagain..(tearfully)

Reba:Happy?

Shenoddedashermotherwalkedforwardto

hugher..

Thiswasemotionalforher.Herdadthen

huggedher.

Shebrokethehugandlookedatthefamily.Her

grandparents,Sherry,Laone,TylerandMiranda.

SashaandLeruoandtheirlittlebundlesof

joy..thiswaswow..

Sasha:Guys.Theegirljustgraduated.Weare



reallyheretocelebrate.Longspeechesand

whatever,theywilldoitattheir

anniversary...Let'scelebrate...

Theycheeredandthelightswentdark

again..shefrowned.

KgololoheldherhandasSashaledthem to

theirseats.

Itwasdarkforalmosttenminutesandshewas

lost.

Softhuesstartedlightingtheroom andshe

nibbledonwhatwasonherplate...

Softmusicplayedinthebackground.Theyhad

pulledoutthewholeshebang.Instrumentalists

andall..

Themusicstoppedaslightsflickeredinthe



spaciousroom...

ShesawEmmawhowassittedonachair.Her

babylookedangelic.Whoawait..whatwas

Emmadoingonachair..thesoftbeatsstarted

andshesmiledlookingather.Thiswasasong

shelikedandshewantedtosingitforher

mother.

Emma: HereIgohereIgo

Feelbetternowfeelbetternow

HereIgohereIgo

It'sbetternowfeelbetternow

Doyourememberwhenwefellunder

Didyouexpectmetoreasonwiththunder

Istillrememberwhentimewasfrozen

Whatseemedforeverwasjustamoment



Hurryup,hurryup

There'snomorewaiting

We'restillworthsaving

Feelthelight

Shininginthedarkofnight

Rememberwhatweforgot

Iknowit'salongshot

Butwe'rebringingitallbackwe'rebringingitall

back

Maduowipedatearthatfell.Emma'ssweet

angelicvoicefilledtheroom.Herdaughterwas

agreatsingerandshedidn'tknowshewould

havetheconfidencetosingforpeople.Her

fatherwasplayingtheguitarforherandjust

thattheydidthistocelebrateher.



Emmapausedinthemiddleofthesongand

gavehermotherareallysweetsmile.

Emma:Iloveyoumommy..

Shemouthedan'Iloveyoutoo'

ShelookedatKgololo.

Maduo:Youknewmyguy?

KgololoJr:Yes..

Emmastoodupfrom herchairasRebaplaced

theguitardown.Shewalkedtohermotherand

heldherhand.Maduotookitandstoodup.

RebaheldKgololoastheymadetheirwaytothe

rooftop.Everyonefollowedsuit.

Emma: Feelthelight

Shininginthedarkofnight

Rememberwhatweforgot



Iknowit'salongshot

Butwe'rebringingitallbackwe'rebringingitall

back

Feelthelight

Shininglikethestarstonight

Rememberwhatweforgot

Iknowit'salongshot

Butwe'rebringingitallbackwe'rebringingitall

back

YouandIcanhaveitalltonight

Solet'sbringitbackittolight

Nowwehaveanotherchancetofly

Anotherchancetomakeitright

Feelthelight

Shininginthedarkofnight



Rememberwhatweforgot

Iknowit'salongshot

Feelthelight

Shininglikethestarstonight

Rememberwhatweforgot

Iknowit'salongshot

Butwe'rebringingitallbackwe'rebringingitall

back

Herewegoherewego

Feelbetternowfeelbetternow

Herewego,herewego

It'sbetternowfeelbetternow

Emmasangsoftlynexttohermotheras

fireworksstartedandMaduojustlookedatthe

fireworkstearfully.Rebaheldherwaistwithone

handandpeckedherforehead.



Reba:IloveyouMrsKgosi.

Maduo:IloveyoutooMrKgosi.Youmademea

wifethenmotherthenpartner.

Sheplacedherheadonhisshoulderas

everyonewatchedthecoloursshootingupin

thesky.

Reba:Andyoutaughtmelove.

Maduo:yoursforever?

Reba:Onlockdown..

Maduochuckledtearfullyasshefeltallthelove

intheworld.

Maduo:Onlockdown..

.

.

~~~~~~~~~~THEEND~~~~~~~~~~

Thankyouforthewonderfuljourneyandbeon



thelookoutforournextbook.Asthechapter

closesandwesaygoodbyetoyetanotherstory.

Iloveyouguys

HIS.OWNED.ONLOCKDOWN

EPILOGUE

AtMmaKgosi'splace

Kgololostaredatthetriplets.

Emmacametostandnexttohim nearthecot.

Thebabiescrawledtothebarsandhesmiled.

Emma:Shouldwetellthem thatweseethings?

KgololoJr:Iguess...

Emma:Wearenotweird?



KgololoJr:Idon'tthinkweareweirdEms..justa

bitdifferentfrom others.

Emma:Whatanicewaytoputit..

KgololoJr:Becauseit'sthetruth..

Emma:theyarecute..

KgololoJr:Yeah.

Emmagavethebabyherhandandsheheldit.

Emma:IhaveasisterKGkana..

KgololoJr:JeezEmma.Thosethreeareour

siblingstogether..

Emma:Ilovethem.

KgololoJr:Metoo..

Helookedatthetripletsandsmiled.Emmahad

blurteditoutwhentheirmotherdidn'tknow.

Theybothwalkedoutofthenurseryspecially

setforthetripletsintheirgrandmother'shouse.



MmaKgosienjoyedhavingthechildrenover.

Shewouldlookafterthem anytimeoftheday.

KgololoJrwalkedtoherandshesmiled.

KgololoJr:Granny?

MmaKgosi:Hmm?

KgololoJr:dadremindsyouofgrandpaandyou

nevertoldhim..

MmaKgosifrowned.

MmaKgosi:Whatareyousaying?

KgololoJr:Letgoofthepast,ithurtsyourheart

grandma...

Afterhesaidthathejustranoutsidetojoinhis

cousins.

MmaKgosiwalkedtothetripletsroom.

FirstRebaandMaddyhadtwinsnowtriplets?



Wellshewasablessedgrandmother.

Shepickedtheonlygirlinthetrio.Thesethree

weren'tfussyandshelikedthat.WhenEmma

wasababyshewassofussy..

AtFrancistownAirport

Theirflighttouchedthegroundastheylooked

ateachother.Shefeltrefreshedafterthatthree

weeklongbabymoon.

Reba:You'reglowing.

Maduo:Ifeelgood..

Hebroughthislipsclosetoherear.

Reba:Ilovedtearingthatpussyapart..

Sheshudderedasshecrossedherlegs.They

wereinapublicspace.

Maduo:Rebabedi..



Reba:What?Iownthatpussybabygirl..that

wholesixmonthsofstarvingmeafterthe

tripletswereborncouldn'tgounpunished...

Herbreathcaughtinherthroatasshelooked

aroundbeforeshelookeddown.

Hechuckledashisbreathhitherneck.His

handstraileddownasshewatchedhisnicely

shapedfingerslightlybrushoverherthighs.

Heundidtheseatbeltandinnocentlylookedat

her.

Reba:What?YouthoughtIwasgoingto...

Hercheeksflushedandhechuckledsoftly.

Reba:I'm dirtybutnotthatdirtybaby

girl(whisperinginherear)

Sheshiftedinherseatashemovedhisbody

awyafrom herandundidhisseatbelt.

Hestoodupandhelpedheronherfeet.



Shetookherbagfrom theemptyseatandhe

madespaceforhertopass.

Reba:Afteryou..

Shewalkedaheadofhim andhefollowed.

Someofthepassengerswhowereinthefirst

classflightenviouslywatchedthecouple.They

lookedgenuinelyhappyanditwasevidentfrom

theirfaces.

AssoonasMaduo'sfeethitthepavedground

shebreathedintheBotswanaoxygen.Feltso

goodtobehome.Shemissedallherfivebabies.

Rebaheldherwaistastheywalkedinsidethe

airport...

AtMmaKgosi'shouse



Rebaparkedhiscarintheyard.Maddywas

abouttogetoutbutshepausedandlookedat

him.

Maduo:Doyouthinkweshouldsitthetwins

downandtalktothem?

Reba:I'vebeentellingyouthatforoveralmosta

yearandyousaidyourbabiesweretooyoung..

Shesighed.

Maduo:I..ImeantheyarebothgiftedjustthatI

wantthem tohavethebestchildhoodeverwith

noresponsibilities.

Reba:Ihearyoubutdarling,theymustthinkthey

areweirdandimaginehowthatmakesthem

feel.

Maduo:Guessyou'reright.

Hepeckedherlipsandshegotoutofthecar.

Hefollowedsuitandtheywalkedtothe

spaciousgardenwherethekidswereplaying.



Emmaspottedthem andsherantoherparents.

Maduo:Emmaslowdown..

ShesaidandRebajustpickedEmmaup.

Reba:HeyprincessEmma.

Emma:Hellodaddy.Heymommy..

MaduosmiledasshepinchedEmma'scheek.

Kgololomadehiswaytohisparentsandhe

smiled.

RebaputEmmadownandfistbumpedwith

Kgololo.

Reba:Bigguy..

KgololoJr:Dad..

Maduolookedatthem andshecouldn'teven

understandbothguys.

KgololoJr:hiiimom..

Maduocrouchedtohislevelandshejust

frizzledhissoftafro.Hehatedthatbutshedid



itanyway..

Maduo:Idon'tthinkthat'sthepropergreeting..

Hehuggedherandshesmiled.

Maduo:Howareyoubabyboy?

KgololoJr:Good.

Maduo:Wellgogetyourstuffreadyguys..

TheywalkedawayandMaduospottedher

motherinlaw.

Shewalkedtoher.

Maduo:thankyouma..

MmaKgosi:theyaremygrandkids..

Maduochuckled.

Maduo:Seemedlikeeveryonedroppedoffthe

children..

MmaKgosi:(laughing)Thechildrenloveithere



too..

Maduo:Icanseethat.Thankyouforbabysitting.

Ican'timaginebeingstuckwithtenchildren..

MmaKgosi:IthinkIhandlethem quitewell..

Maduoshookherheadlaughing.

Maduo:thankyouma,canwepickthem up?

MmaKgosi:ofcourse..

Maduohuggedhermotherinlaw.

Maduo:Thankyou.

ShewalkedinsidethehouseasRebawalkedto

hismother..

Maduowalkedinsidetheroom andlookedat

thebabies..

Maduo:Youguysmissedmedidn'tyou?

Theygiggledandshesmiled.



Maduo:HeyRori..missedmebabygirl?

ShepickedRorisangupasshelookedather

twotwinbrothers.

Maduo:Ihopetheyweregoodtoyou..theydidn't

scratchyoumylove?

RorisanggiggledandMaduosmiled.Reba

walkedinandsmiled.

Reba:Theyarecutearen'tthey?

Maduo:Theyare..

RebapickedupLefaandonlyLethabowasleft

inthecrib.

Maduo:YougavemefivechildrenReba.1234

5.Idon'twantmore..

Rebachuckled.

Reba:Okaylove..

Shesmiled.

Maduo:Isthatyouagreeingtometyingmy



tubes?

Heraisedaneyebrow.

Reba:Ineversaidthat.WhatifIwantanother

babyinfiveyears?

Maduo:comeonRebabedi..

Reba:Nomylove..

Hepeckedherlipsandshesighed.Itwasworth

ashot.

LaterthateveningatRebabedi'shouse

ThetripletswereasleepandMaduoranher

handsthroughherhair.Shewalkedoutoftheir

room andmadeherwaydownstairstothe

lounge.

Thetwinsweresittednexttotheirdadand

therewaslaughterandchatter.



MaduomadeEmmascoottotheside.Emma

didandnowsheandherbrotherwerebetween

theirparents.

Reba:Guysyouknowthatweloveyouright?

Theybothnoddedstrangely.Whatwasgoing

on?

Maduo:Sosomuch..

ShesighedasshelookedatReba...

Reba:Wellwehavesomethingtotellyouguys

andasyoungasyouare,canyouguysbeopen

mindedaboutitall.

KgololoJr:okaydad..

Reba:Well..tocutareallylongstoryshort,you

twoarechosenbytheancestors..

Emma:ancestors?

Maduo:yeslove.Theyarelikepeoplewhowere

partofourfamilywhodiedyearsandyearsago

beforewewereallborn.



KgololoJr:includingyouanddad?

Reba:Yes.Youseechamp,thefamilyoncehad

generationsofgreathealersandseers..

Emmafrowned.

Emma:Asinknowwhathappensinfuture?

Reba:That'sright..

EmmaandKgololosharedalook.

KgololoJr:uhm..wewantedtotalktoyou...

RebalookedatMaddyovertheirheads.

Emma:Wekindof..likeit'slikeweareshown

what'sgoingtohappeninfuture..

KgololoJr:andwhathappenedinthepast..and..

Hepaused.Shouldhetellthem this?

Reba:and?

KgololoJr:Idon'tknowhowithappened..

Maduo:Whathappened?



KgololoJr:uhm..RoriwassickandIkindof..I

don'tknowwhathappened.ShewassickandI

wasjustwithherforawhile.Shewasgood

after.

Maduo:oh.

Emma:areweweird?

Maduolaughedsoftly.

Maduo:Weird?No.Youguysareuniqueand

specialineveryway.Weknewthatyoumight

feelweird..

Kgololojustnodded.HeandEmmausually

stayedawayfrom anyonewithbadvibes.

Reba:canyouguyskeepthisbetweenusfor

now?

Emma:Canwepinkyswearit?

Everyonelaughed.Suchaseriousmomentand

Emmasaidtheyshouldpinkyswearit..

Maduo:Pinkyswear..



Shejusthookedherpinkywiththeirsuntilthey

hadfinished.

Maduo:Sealedtillfurthernotice..

KgololoJr:yesmam..

Theylaughed.

Reba:Ifthereisanythingwrongtellusokay

guys?

Theybothnodded.

Maduo:Youcangotoyourroomsnowguys..

Theybothjumpedoffthecouchandwalkedto

theirrooms.

Maduo:Weloveyouguys.

Both:Loveyoumore.Goodnight.

MaduochuckledasshemovedclosertoReba.

Sheplacedherheadonhischest.Hejust

pickedtheremoteandswitchedbetweentv



channels.

Heplacedtheremotedownasaslowsong

startedplayingonthemusicchannel.Helooked

ather.

Reba:Ilovethissong..dancewithme?

Maduosmiled.

Maduo:onourweddingday,Ihadtoforceyouto

dance..

HehelpedheronherfeetasShaniaTwain's

You'reStillTheOneplayed..

Lookslikewemadeit

Lookhowfarwe'vecomemybaby

Wemight'vetookthelongway

Weknewwe'dgettheresomeday

Theydancedslowyassheplacedherhandson



hisbeatingheart.Shelookedintohiseyesand

theyhadmadeit.Sheheldhischeekasthey

movedtothesofttunes.

You'restilltheone,Irunto

TheonethatIbelongto

You'restilltheoneIwantforlife

You'restilltheoneIlove

TheonlyoneIdream of

You'restilltheoneIkissgoodnight

Heslowlyfrenchkissedherlipsandbrokethe

kiss.Hedroppedhishead.

Reba: Theysaid,Ibetthey'llnevermakeit



Butjustlooksatusholdingon

We'restilltogether,stillgrowingstrong

Hesanghuskilyashelookedather.Herheart

leaped.Shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneck

andstoodonhertoestokisshim.Hishands

tightenedtheirholdonherwaistandhe

indulgedher.

Shebrokethekiss.

Maduo:We'vecomesofarandIdon'tregretone

bitofourjourney.

Reba:neitherdoIMrsKgosi..

Herubbedherchin.

Maduo:Webeattheodds.

Reba:Together.Ourfamilyiseverythingtome

andIwouldn'thavehadahomeifnotforyou.

Maduo:Iloveyou.



Reba:oratiwakennaautweMmaKgosi?

Hercheeksheatedandhechuckledashe

kissedherforehead.

Sheplacedherheadonhischestandcouldfeel

hisheartbeat.Herheartishissanctuary-inside

itnothingcaneverharm him.

Thereisasoftcouchwherehecanliedown

andletthelongdays’acheseepoutofyour

bodyandshehopedheknewit.Thathewas

safeinherheart.Thatwaswherehewassafest.

Heplacedhischinonherhead.Shehadstolen

hisheartandforgottobringitback.Hedidn't

evenwantitback.Itwasherstokeepandifshe

wantedtobreakit,thenshewouldbreakitand

herwouldletherbecauseitwasnowhers.He

livedforhisfamily.Nothingreallymattered

otherthanbeingthereforhisfamilyandbeing

thereforhisyoungwife.



Reba:youaremyheart’sheavenandmy

heaven’sheart.

Sheclosedhereyessavoringthemoment.

Maduo:Shakespearenow?

Helaughedsoftlyasitechoedintheroom and

herheartfluttered.

Reba:OnlyforyouMrsKgosi.

Maduo:Themerefactthatyoubreathmakes

mehappy.Canwealwaysbethiscloseforever

andever?

Reba:YesMrsRebabediKgosi.

Maduo:CanIgowhereyougo?

Henodded.

Maduo:Lover..

Reba:Mylover...

Hetippedherheadupandtheirlipslocked

slowly.Theirtonguesintertwinedashepulled



herclosertohim.Thiswasthefinalepisode.

Trialsandtribulationswillcomebuttheywill

sticktogether.Comerainorsunshine.Thisman

hadcompletedominanceoverherandshewas

hisforthetaking.

*

*

*

Thankyouyetagainforthejourney


