
[09/27,07:05] :HISFOREVER

AsIsitinthissupposedlylifeofmine,Iwonderhow

Igothere.Iusedtobeadreamerbutjustlikeany

dreamerwithnogoalsmydreamsnevercametrue.

I’mnotinabadspacebutI’malsonotatmy

happiest.

MynameisBoitumeloMotaung,Igrewupin

FicksburgFree-State.Peopleusuallyreferto

ficksburgasLesothowellIdon’targuemuch

becauseweclosetotheboardersoyeah‘every

ficksburgerownsapassport’.Iama27yearold

unemployedgirl.Iamagraduatefromoneofthe

bestvarsitiesbutyouwon’tbelievewhenItellyouI

havebeenunemployedforalmostthreeyears,I

graduatedin2018andnowwearein2020,

It’saSundayafternoonandI’msittinginthelounge

listeningtoSKUZABELLfromLesediFM,Ilovethis

guyIlistentohimalmosteverySunday.Ilovesoul

musicsomuch,IguessIlearnedfromthebest

whichhappenstobemyfather.EverySundaythis

oldmanofminewesitandindulgeinsomesoul

ballads.Ihaveonebrotherbutheismarriedand



livesinJoburgduetowork.Mybrotherhasbeen

pesteringmetocomelivewithhimandapparently

I’mtoooldtobesittingathomedoingnothingand

myfatheralsoseemstowantmegonecozhe

claimsthatIneedtogetalife.

Let'senjoy

share

andinvitefriendsasweembarkonthisjourney

[09/27,07:06] :Insert1

Welltodayit’sMondayandIammovingtothecity

ofgold,myfatherwokemeupat4:00amtoldmeI

needtostartpackingsoIdon’tforgetanything.To

behonestIdon’twanttoleavehomeandI’m

wonderingwhoisgoingtotakecareofpapabuthe

seemstohaveeverythingundercontrol.

Wellit’snow7:00amandtheoldmanisalready

startingthecaroutsidetodropmeatthetaxirank.

I’mjusttreadingmyfeetIdon’twanttogo……….My



fatherwalksinthehousehecallsthroughthe

passage

“TumiIdon’twantyoutravellingatnight,youneed

toleavethatroomsoyoucangetinJohannesburg

intime”

“PapacanIgosaybyetoLulufirst”luluisaclose

friendofmine

“Noyousaidyourgoodbyesyesterday.Let’sgo

sunfloweryouwillbelateIwantyoutocatchthe

8:00amtransportsoyoucangetthereintime”

“OkaypapaI’mcoming”Ifinallytookmyhandbag

andlookedmyroomonelasttime,wesaidour

prayerandjumpedinthecarandoffwewenttothe

taxirank.

“Sunflowercallmewhenyougetthereandmake

suretotalktoTau(mybrother)onyourway.Andif

youcan’tgetholdofTaucallMakatleho(Mysister

inlaw)orDineo(Myaunt,myfather’syoungersister)

andtellDineotostopignoringmycallsIknowthat

boyknockedheruponceagainandsheneedstolet

medotherightthing”Nowtheoldmanissweating,



heispissedmyauntgotpregnantonceagainand

Sizwedoesn’twanttodorightbyher

“Okaypapa,IhavebeentoJoburgmanytimesyou

don’thaveworryaboutmytravelling”Idon’ttouch

antyDinnyandSizwesituationcozIknowhewon’t

letitgo

“Iknowbutonecanneverbesurewhenitcomesto

Joburg”Idecidenottoanswerthatcozwhenhe

startsaboutJoburganditsdangerheneverends

“Itransferredsomemoneyinyouraccountitshould

lastyouforamonthandherebuyairtimeand

sweetsalongtheway”HegivesmeR300cashfor

sweets,mindyouI’m27yearsoldandI’mtoldto

buysweets,hai!thisexmineworkerstheythinkthe

worldstoodstillwhentheywerebusydigginggold

butIthankhimanywaybecauseIappreciatehis

golddigginggamecozitputmetoschooland

madesurewehaveastablehome

Mysprinterisnowfull,hehugandkissesmy

cheeksandwavesasthecarstartsdeparting.My



journeywassmooth,Iwaslisteningtomyphone

thewholejourneyandIevenforgottocontactmy

brother.Wenowenteringthemtntaxirank.Idial

mybrotherandhisphoneringsunanswered,hisgot

tobekiddingme!Idialhimthreemoretimesand

stillthereisnoanswer.Idecidetocallmysisterin

lawanditsendsmestraighttovoicemail,nowI’m

leftwithoneperson,auntyDinny.Thankfulshe

picksup…

“Sunflower”shesays

“Don’tcallmethat,whereareyou?I’matmtntaxi

rankandyourbrotherisnotpickinguphewas

supposedtofetchmeandIdon’tknowwheretoget

taxiestohisplace”

“TryMakatleho….”Icutherbeforeshefinish

“Ialreadytriedheranditsendsmetovoicemail”

“EishnanaI’minPretoriaIcan’tfetchyoubutinthe

mainwhilegotoparkstationIwillorganise

someonetocomefetchyou”

“OkayauntyDinny”shelaughs



“IknowI’mauntyDinnywhenyou’regettingbackat

meforsunflower,anywaykeeptightsunflowerIwill

getsomeoneforyou”

“Okaybyefornow……”shecutsmeoff

“Oh!You’regoingtomyplaceright?”

“ahhh!Idon’tknowbutyourbrothers…….”Shecuts

meoffagain

“StayputItextedSizweaswespeak,Isenthim

yournumbersandhewilltakeyoutomyofficeand

yourcomingwithmetomyplaceanddon’tworry

aboutthetwolionsIwilldealwiththem”thelions

shereferstoismyfatherandmybrother

“OkayauntyDinny”

“Stopcallingmethat”

“OkayDinny”

“Sharp”shedroppedthecallandIwasalreadyhalf

waytoparkstation.IgotthereandsatinKFCand

orderedhotwingsandFantapine.TheminuteIsat

downacallcamethrough…

“Hello”



“HiI’mVula,Sizwecalledmetopickyouup,heis

heldupinameetinghecan’tcomefetchyou,where

areyou?”

“KFCParkstation”

“HowwillIrecogniseyou?Whatareyouwearing?”

“I’mwearingblackjeansandabrownleatherjacket

withbrownankleboots.Oh!Ihaveabigpurple

travellingbagbymyside”Ilaugh,thisfeelslikea

blinddate

“OkayIwillbethereinasec”

IsitandenjoyfreewifiwithmywingsandFanta

pine.About10minuteslateraguywalksbythe

entranceandheisquitegoodlooking,Noletme

rephrasethatheisflippinghot,damn!ThingsI

woulddotoaguylikethatmymymy!Iwould

revealmyinnerwhoreandgiveituponafirstdate.

Heiswearingformalbutyoucanseethatbehind

thatformalclothingliesasixpacknoIthinkits

eightpackthatscreamsmyname.Andtheattire

wow,heiswearingblackpants,whiteshirtand



kneelengthgreycoat.Hmk!Jesusheisquite

handsome,Iwonderwhathisshoesizeishe………

AsIwonderIlaughthinkingabouttheshoesize

myththeysay‘thebiggertheshoe,thebiggerthe

pipe’

Theguyisstandinginfrontofmesmiling,Imust

havezonedoutinmyfantasyworldIdidn’tseehim

movetowardme.

“Thefoodmustbequitedeliciousforyoutosmile

likethat”hesayswithasmirkIjustsmilelikea

retard,Idon’tknowhowtorespondtothat“I’mVula,

areyouperhapsButhumelo”

“Boitumelo,yesI’mBoitumelo”Ismileagainandwe

fallintoamomentofawkwardsilenceheisstaring

atmegoshIhopethereisnothingwrongwithmy

face,heclearshisthroatandtakesasitopposite

mine

“Petnamethen”

“What?”imconfusedwhatheistalkingabout?



“JeezwhatdoyoucallitinFree-State,Nickname

then?”

“I’mnotsureIfollow”I’mstillconfused

“SinceIcan’tpronounceyourname,Iwas

wonderingifyouhaveanicknameIcanuse”he

sayswithasmile

“Oh!YoucancallmeTumi”

“OkayTumyy”smiling,thewayhepronouncesTumi

onceagainit’slikeheissaying“Tomee”butIwill

letitslideIguesshemustbeZulu,Xhosaor

Nigerianhmk!thestruggleofpronunciationisreal

withothertribenames.

“Whatareyouhaving?MaybeIshouldordertooI’m

veryhungry”Helooksaroundasifsearchingfor

somethingandI’mjustlookingathim“what’sone

supposedtodotogetsomeservicearoundhere”

“What?”I’mconfusedwhat’shefrustratedabout

andwhatdoeshemeanby‘what’sonesupposedto

dotogetsomeservicearoundhere’youshouldgo

getyourservicebythecounter



“WherearethedamnwaitersIneedamenusoIcan

order”Iinternallylaugh,thisiskfcpapaohmaybe

joburgkfc’saredifferentfromF.Skfc’s

“ohthereisthemenu”Ipointatthetillstationup

andhelooksatitandthenlooksatme,thenhe

looksatthequeuethenbackatmelolhelooksvery

confusedbutImustsayheishandsomeevenin

confusionthenmyphonerings

“Dinny“Ismileattheconfusedfaceinfrontofme

asItalkonmyphone

“Didhefindyou?”

“Yes,heishere”

“OkaySunfloweryoursafehewilldropyoutomy

officeandohtellSizwetogethisPAtosendthe

documentsASAPI’mwaitingonthem”

“WherewillIseeabutiSizwenna?”

“Akereyoujustsaidyou’rewithhim”

“ahhhtheguyI’mwithisVulanotabutiSizwe”The

guyisnowlookingatmesmilingdrinkingmydrink,

whogavehimpermissiontodrinkmyfantanowhis



eveneatingmywings,ohloohoebonolo(hishead

issoft,meaninghisforward)

“WHAT?GIVEHIMTHEPHONE”what’sshe

shoutingformanje,Ihandhimthephoneandthe

wholetimewebothsmilingIdon’tevenknowwhy.

Hetakesthephoneandspeaks.

“Hi………….,Yes…………,Nohecouldn’tmakeitsohe

sendme……………..NoIwasintheareaanywayIdon’t

mind…………….,okaywilldo”Thenhehandsmethe

phone

“Hello”Isay

“Ohsunflowerthat’sSizwe’sfriendyourwithhewill

takeyoutotheofficebyefornownunu”

“OkayAuntyDinny”

“Arestupidorwhat?Itoldyoutostopcallingme

Aunty”

“AndItoldyoutostopcallingmeSunflowerand

nunu”

“mxm”thenshedropsthecall,mycompanionis

smilingnon-stopinfrontofmeandIdon’tknow



why

“Wecangonow”Isay

“NosunflowerItoldyouIwanttoeattoo”heis

smiling

“Pleasedon’tcallmethat”Isaygivinghimmymost

intimidatinglook

“Youlookcute,what’sthatexpressiononyourface”

helaughs“OkaynunuIwon’tcallyouthat”Nowim

bored,nooneissupposedtocallmebythose

namesexceptmyfatherandthismoronissmiling

likethereisnotomorrowinfrontofme.“SoIhave

toqueuetheretoorder”Inod“Hmk”

“What’swrong?”Heseemsuneasy,hetakeshis

phoneinhispantsandcallssomeone.

“Pleasecomein……….,Yes………,sure……”Hedrops

thecallandlookatme“Ihopeyoudon’thavetobe

somewheresoon”

“NojustmyAunt’soffice”

“Okay,youtwolookalikebutsheisayellowbone

andyour…..”Beforehecanfinishamanstandsnext



tousandbowsdownhisheadstillstanding“Oh

Gumede,whereisMtho?”

“Hesawhisnextvictim”themansayandVula

shakeshishead

“Iwantedhimtoorderforme,whenisNduna

comingbackIcan’tdeal”themanlaughsandsays

today,anotherhandsomeyellowbonestandsnext

tous

“Mthodoyoureallyhavetochaseeveryskirtyou

see”Vulasaystotheyellowbonebuttheguyis

lookingatmesmiling

“Hi,Mthokozisiyourfuturehusband,infactyour

tomorrowhusbandwecangogetmarried

tomorrow”I’mjustsmilingnonstopnow,butIdo

shakehishand

“Yabonawenathisnyaopeofyoursismakingyou

crazy,pleaseorderformeandmyfriendhere,what

wouldyouliketohave?”Iwasstilllookingatthe

oldermannexttous,helookeduncomfortableI

didn’trealisehewastalkingtomeuntilhetouched

myhand



“What?”Iasktakingmyhandfromhis

“Whatdoyouwanttoeat?”

“Ijustateimfine,sirdon’tyouwanttositdown”im

talkingtotheoldmanhenodsandpullsachairto

sit

“Nothatwasastarternotfood”Vulasay

“YouknowwhatIwillhaveicecream”Ijustdon’t

wanttoarguewithhim

“Mthoaskthemtobringusmenu”

“Thisiskfc”Mthosaywithafrown

“SO?Vulasay,wherethehellishefrom,Planet

Alien

“Whathemeansisthatthereisnospecial

treatmenthere,youqueueforyourfood,nooneis

gonnabringyoumenushere.”Isay

“Gumedepleasebuymefood,Ican’tdealwiththis

kfcintroduction…..”GumedeattempttostandbutI

standbeforehim

“Idon’tlikehowyoutalktooldpeople,youshould



respectthem”IturntoGumede“Mr.Gumedeplease

Iapologiseforhimimsurehemissedhisfuturelife

bottletohelphimactivatehisday,heonlyhada

mugof‘drinkopop’todayIwillgethimhisfood

andyoucansitdownsir”IwastaughtbetterIcan’t

lethimorderaroundthisoldman,whatifitweremy

fatheryoh!Iwouldkillsomeone

“Whatdoyouwanttoeat?”IaskVulafirstcozhis

theannoyingone

“Anythingwithmeatpleaseohandabeerontop

HeinekenandforstartersIwillhavewhatyouwere

havinganddessertmakeicecreamformetoo”And

hedrinksbeerandhaveicecream,yoh!Wondersof

thisworld,nowIdon’tthinkhebelongstoanyalien

tribe,hisafreakingancestor

“Andyousir?”I’mlookingatGumede,helooksat

Vulawhonods,it’slikeheislookingforapprovalor

somethingthenheturnstome

“Iwillhavewhateveryou’rehavingbutnobeerand

icecreamforme?”thenIlookattheMthoguy“I

trustyoutofeetmeproperly”nowimconvinced



thisguyisaplayer,Inodandleavethetable,Imust

saymyhunkkindadisappointedme,whodoesn’t

knowhowtoorderinkfc?Mxmbloodyalienman

AsI’mclosertothelineIrememberIdon’thave

moneyfortheirordersandimnotusingmyfather’s

‘sweetsmoney’tofeedgrownassmen,Inotifythe

guybehindmethatIwillbeback.Iturnandit’slike

theytalkingaboutmemxm!andtheyshushasI

approach

“Youforgottogivememoneyforyourfood”I’m

givingoutmyhandtothebiggestculpritVULA

“Ithoughtyouwantedtospoilme”hesayswitha

smiling,Mthoisactuallylaughingsittingonmysit,

hegivesmehiscard“thepinis1234spelled

backwards”Igivehimastare,Mthoislaughinghis

assoff

“Thepinis4321makoti”GumedesayandIactually

believehim,IgobackandplacetheirordersI

decidetowaitfortheirfoodbythecounter.

IboughttwistersandwingsnothotandasforMr



BeerthereisnobeerheresoIboughthimandMtho

fantapineandmrGumedeIboughthimlemontwist.

AndtheicecreamIwillcollectafterwards.Igive

themtheirfoodanddistributeaccordinglythenI

pullanotherchaircozMthooccupiedmineIsit

downtakemyphoneanddecidetocallmyfather

butMrBeerhereislookingatmeasifimcrazy

onceagain.

“Thankyounkosazane”Gumedesay

“Thankyoutoobutwhereisyourfood?”Vulasays,I

knewwhenhesaidbutthatsomethingstupidmight

come

“ItoldyouIjustate”

“You’recrazy”Heshiftshischairandfoodnextto

me“Let’seat!”Iwantedtoarguebutthewayhe

said‘let’seat’waswaytooauthoritativeIjust

lookedathimandtookawingthenhestarted

eatingtoo,Gumedewasallsmileslookingatusthe

entiretime

“Thatwaslovelynkosazanengiyabonga”Ijustnod

myheadtoGumede



“Whyfanta”Thefoolnexttome,hecan’ttoolcanhe?

“IwaswonderingthesamethingBafoandGumete

gotatwist,hai!”theyellowbonedecidetobea

yellowbonetoo

“Itsfantapineandlemontwist,NtateGumedeisold

hecan’tbedrinkingsweetthings”Isayandthetwo

foolsseemstostillbeconfusedIdon’tcare

anymore

“GumederemindmetoleaveyoubehindnexttimeI

seemygirl,yourshowingmeflames”hestandsup

andtakesmyhandasweallstandpreparingto

leave

“WaitI’mgoingtocollecticecream”Theyjust

smilednodding,Mthowheelsmytravellingbagand

Vulaholdsmyhandbag

“Iwilltakethat”Ipointatthehandbag

“Noit’sfinelet’sgo”Heholdmybagtogetherwith

hisicecreammugandaspoonontheotherhand

andheeatsaswewalktothecar

“Ienjoyedthefoodalthoughimstillnotfull,I’ma



papaman”hisapigthereisnopapamanhere,He

opensthebacksitdoorformeandGumedeand

Mthogetsinthefront,Mthoisdriving

“Why?Youhaveworms”hefrownlookingatme,

Mthoislaughingsoloud

“I’mjustamanwithahugeappetiteinallplaces”he

winks,Icoughatthewayhesaid‘allplaces’my

phonerings

“Bobo”Ismileit’smybrother,Ialwayscallhimthat

whenimpissedwithhim

“ImsorryangelIforgotmyphoneinmyofficeIwas

inameeting”

‘It’sfineIcalledDinnyandI’mheadedtohernow”

“What?Getherewena,whyyougoingtoDinny.Do

youwantTaumoholo(father)toeatmealive?”

“Relaxbobodinnywillbringmelater”

“Okaypleasecallyourfatherheisbeenringingme

nonstopaskingwhereyouare”

“OkayIwillbyeBobo”



“SURESUNFLOWER”Iendthecallandfindthe

beastnexttomelookingnotpleased

“Whoisbobo”

“Mybrother”Herelaxesabit

“Whydoyoucallyourbrotherbobo”

“It’sapetnameIcallhimwhenhepissedmeoff,he

wassupposedtofetchmetodayandhedidn’tsoim

pissinghimofftoo”

“I’mgladhedidn’t.”Heissmiling

Remembertosharelikeandcomment

[09/27,07:08] :Insert2

Ienvyworkingclasspeople.Iwonderwhenmy

chancewillcomeormaybeIwasn’tmeanttowork

orbetteryetmaybeIchoosethewrongsubjects

backinhighschoolmaybeifIhadchosenbusiness

subjectIwouldbeinmyofficenowbutmaybeit’s

justnotmytimeyet,howlongdoIhavetowaitfor



mybigbreak.OrmaybeIshouldgetmarriedlikemy

hometowngirlseveryoneseemstobegetting

marriedlatelyit’slikethebiggesttrendbutwhowill

Imarrywhenimboyfriendless,maybeIshouldgive

Tsietsiachance,theguyisbeenpesteringme

aboutgettingbacktogetherandImustsayIkindof

enjoyhisendlesstextingandphonecalls,maybeI

shouldtellhimiminJoburgandwe………..

“Areyougoingtostandtherealldaylong?”Iraise

myheadandrealisedIhavebeenstaringatthe

buildingthinking,Ishouldstopthishabitofmineit’s

embarrassing

“Ohsorry…..ahhmybagshouldItakeit?”

“Nolet’sgo”Heholdsmyhandfromthecaraswe

walktowardstheentranceandImustsaythereisa

sparkbetweenusorisjustmeandmywild

thoughts“Youseemeddeepinthoughts”

“aaahhnothingmajor…….”Ohsomegirlsare

beautiful,whoisthisgoddess

“Sirgoodafternoon,hellomam,shouldIgetyou



anything?”shehasabeautifulsmile,ifIwereaman

Iwoulddateher

“NoLindathankyou,youcangobacktoyourdesk

orwait…..”heasksifIwantanythingIshakemy

headno,shewalksbacktoreceptionisttable.

hepressestheelevatorandwegetininsilenceuntil

itopensupinsomefloor,Imustsaythewaypeople

arestaringatusinthisbuildingitsstrange,even

malesohmyGod!AthoughtappearsHeisgay!!!!

Jesuswhydidn’tIseeit,heisveryhandsomeand

thewayhewascarryingmybagearlieronandnow

guysinthisbuildingarelookingathimlikehisa

pieceofmeatorsomething…..

“Whatdidyoudotoherman”shitwe’renowinabuti

sizwe’soffice,wehug

“Thathugistoolongsizwebackoff”Igivehima

lookbuthejustsmiles

“Howareyou?Whereismyhandsomebaby?”Iask



“Ihaven’tseenhiminaweekheliveswithTau,

apparentlyHlonyiscoolunlikeme”Ijustsmile“let

metakeyoutomyhalf’soffice,youwillbefine

therewehaveameetingtorushtoo”Inodandthey

takemethere.

Idecidetofinallycallmydadandheisrelievedthat

imokay,IscrollmyWhatsAppandendedup

chattingwithTsietsiwhomIfinallytelliminJoburg

andheisveryexcited.Wemakeplanstomeetonce

Ihavesettledin.Tsietsiifmyvarsityex-boyfriend.

Wedatedforayearandhecheatedonmethenwe

brokeupandbecamefriends,wehavebeen

chattingforaboutanhournowandTsietsiis

makingmesmilesobad……..

“SUNFLOWER!!!!”Shesaidsoloud

“Geezdoyouhavetobesoloud”wehugsmiling

SizweandVulawalkinaswehugging,Vulatookoff

hiscoatnowyummyhelookslikeasnack.Imove

backtothecouchtoattendtomybeepingphone,



itsTsietsiaskingmeifIstillliketeaIsmilelikea

retardagainandtellhimmyloveforteaisextra-

ordinary…….

“Whoismakingyousmilelikethat”Dinnyasks

“It’sTsietsi”

“Ithoughtyoubrokeup”

“Wedidbutwejustchatting”

“Whatareyouchattingaboutwithyourassholeex-

boyfriend”Thelookhisgivingmeit’slikehisseeing

hornsonmyforehead,I’mnotgoingtoglorifyhim

withananswernotwhenhelookslikeLaParca

“Manletsgowehavethingstotakecareof”what

weretheydoinghereanyway,theyleave

“Whyisangryatyou”

“Idon’tknow”

“That’sweird,sowenaandTsietsiyougettingback

together”Ismile

“IthinksoandItoldhimimintownandhewants



ustomeetup”

“That’scool,fromallyourboyfriendsIalwaysliked

him”

Wecatchupaboutboys,familyandalmost

everythingthenweheadtoherflat.Shewantsto

orderpizzafordinnerbutItellherit’scoolIwill

cookbeforeIbath.Shegoestoherroomtalkingon

thephonewithsizwe.Thisfridgeisempty,thereis

worsandsometomatoesletmemakepapa,wors

andgravy.

“Whyisyourfridgesoempty?”I’mshoutingfrom

thekitchen

“ImneverhereIsleepatsizwe’splace,whenim

hereIjustorder”Shesitsonthecouchandchanges

torealtalk,IgojoinherandwewatchwhileIcook

“Papaisveryangry”sheknowswhatI’mtalking

about

“IknowandtobehonestIunderstandwhy”She

shrugandseemsdisappointedtoo



“Ithoughtyou’rebig,howdidtheyknowaboutthe

pregnancybecauseIcan’tseeanything”

“Thatoldauntyofyourssnitchedonme,shecame

herelastmonthforachurchconferenceandshe

sleptheresoIthinksheput2and2togetherand

cameupwith4”Ilaugh

“Sheisalwaysbeenasnitch,youshouldcallhim

thoughhejustwantssizwetodowhat’sright”

“IknowproblemisthatIdon’tthinkSizwelovesme

enoughtomarrymeandIknowabutiTaumoholois

goingtoforcehimtomarryme”

“Whyareyouwithhimifyou’renotsureabouthis

intentions?”

“TobehonestIdon’tknow,IlovetheguybutIcan

seeheisnottherewithmebutpartofmeishoping

thatonedayIwillwakeupandwe’llbemadlyin

lovetogether”

“HmmmIdon’tknowwhattosay”

“Iknowandyouknowwhatreallysucks?abutiTjis

raisinghissonforhimandniggerdoesn’tsee



anythingwrongwiththat.Zanydoesn’tlivewithus

anymoreheisforeveratabutiTj’shouseandim

gladmysonhasamalefigureinhislifeunlikehis

absentfather”Thisissomefuckedupshit,things

weputourselvesthroughaswomen

“ButearlieronhesaidZanyisbeentherefora

week”

“HewasbrushingyouoffZanyisbeenthereforever,

heandHlonyonlyvisitusatsizwe’splaceon

weekends”

“Doesheknowaboutthispregnancy?”

“HedoesandwhenItoldhimhejustsaidokayand

heisneveraskedanythingafterthat”

“Howlonghaveyoutoobeentogetheragain?”

“Sevenyears”SIGH

“Thisismessedupbutsisyoudoknowit’sokayto

start,youmighthavespentsevenyearswithhim

butifhedoesn’tloveyouheneverwill,it’sokayto

lethimgosisandnowwhatareyougoingtodo

withanotherbaby?AbutiTjisgoingtoraisehim/



heraswell?Imsorrybutyouneedtostartputting

yourselfandyourbaby’sfirst”Isayandwefallinto

acomfortablesilence“waityourcryingpleasedon’t

crymyauntiza”

“Imissedyou,Inevertalktoanyoneaboutthis”she

wipeshertears

“it’sfineIcanbeyourcryingbuddyanytime”We

hugitout

Idecidetogodishupforus,asIplacethetwoplate

onthetablethereisaknockatthedoorandwe

bothlookateachotherwonderingwhoitis,Dinny

opensthedoorandinwalkssizweandVula

“Youshouldn’twalkaroundwearingthoseshorts

theytoorevealing”sizwesayoglingdinny

“Iwasn’tplanningongoingout”theyallcomein

andDinnyisbusystillingglancesatVulaIwonder

what’sthatallabout?TheysitandVulasqueezes

himselfwithmeontheonesittercouchandtakes

myfoodandeatwithoutsayinganythingandsizwe

alsoeatDinny’sfood



“Soyoumissedmeoryoucameheretostillmy

food”Dinnyaskssizwewhoiseatingwithout

raisinghishead

“Yesbabebutalsowebroughtherluggage”shitI

forgot

“Iforgotaboutit,Ididn’tevenrealiseIleftmybagI

guessIwasgoingtoseewhenIbathlater”Isay

“Youshouldthankme”that’sVulaforyou

“Thankyouguys”

“Nothankmeonlybecauseimtheonethatbrought

ithere,thisniggerjustjumpedinasmycompass”

“Compass?”

“YeahIdidn’tknowthisplacesohehadtocome

showme”I’mthinkingwhatanancientdude,we

talkGPSnowadaysbuthistalkingcompass,yoh!

Hekeepsprovinghisfromplanetalien

“Ohokay”

“So?”

“Sowhat?”



“Mythankyou,Iwantaspecialthankyou”

“You’realreadyeatingmyfoodsothat’sthankyou

enough”Heshakeshishead

“Ididn’tknowyoucancook”hislookingatDinny

“NoIdidn’tcookshecooked”helooksatmein

disbelief

“Iseeyou’renotjustaprettyface”

“WehaveaCtrianglehere”sizwesayandtheyboth

laughoutloud

“What’saCtriangle?”Dinnyasks

“Awomanwithbrains,beautyandsexybody”Dinny

sighs

“WhereismybagIwanttobath?”Iask

“It’sdownstairsyoucangofetchit”Vulasay

handingmehiscarkeys

“Waitwhydidn’tyoucomeupwithit”

“IhadamanicurethismorningsoIdon’twanna

ruinitwithyourheavybag”



“Iknewit”Isaystandingup

“Knewwhat?”heasks

“Thatyou’regay”Isay

Vulaisshocked,sizweanddinnyarebothlaughing

theirlungsout,Ileavethemlaughingnon-stopand

gofetchmybag.

Igostraighttotheelevatorandpressgroundfloor

thenafterafewminutesitopensupandIseea

handsomeyoungdoctorgettingin,hesmilesatme

andIsmilebackthenhegetsinandIgoout,he

holdstheelevatoralittlewithhishandasitwas

abouttoclose,Ileavehimstillholdingtheelevator.

WhenimabitafarIturnandheisstillholdingit

smilinglookingatme,Ismileandshakemyhead

thendisappearbythecorner.Iunlockthecarand

openthebootthentakemyluggagedown,asI

closethebootIfeelsomeone’sheavypresence

behindme.AtthatmomentI’mveryscaredIdon’t

wanttoturnIwanttorunbutthenhecomescloser

andbrushesmyhairbynowIknowwhoitis,his



colognegavehimaway,,,,

“Vula”Isay

“Soyouthinkimgay?”heisstillbehindme

Ididn’tgettoanswerhimbecausebeforeIknewit

hepushesmeinsidethebootandturnsmetomake

mefacehim,nowI’mbreathingsoheavilyheis

inchesawayfrommyfaceandhishandisbrushing

myfacewhiletheotheroneiswrappedaroundmy

waist,thiswholetimewestaringineachother’s

eyes.

HethencomescloserandIclosemyeyesreadyto

bekissed,hebrushesmylipswithhisthumbandby

nowimslowlyfeelingthings,thenIwonderwhenis

thisguygoingtokissme?hau!!Iopenmyeyesand

hisjustlookingatmewithasmileonhisfacemxm!

“Mygayassdoesn’tkissgirls”heissmiling

“Idon’tkissgayseitherIprefermymanstraight”I

pushhimwithmyknee,heignoresmeandtakes

mybagthenclosesthebootandwewalkinsilence



untilweareintheelevator

“Ilikeyoureyes”hesay,Iwaslookingdownthe

entiretimeandIcouldfeelhiseyesonme“Iwould

liketolookinthoseeyeseverymorning”Thedoor

opensandwegostraighttotheapartment.

Whenweopenupdinnyandsizwearekissing

passionatelyonthecouch,oblivioustousthey

continueandweremainrootedbytheentranceuntil

sizwespoke

“Babelet’stakethistothebedroom”SizwesayIn

betweenkisses

“Noyou’renotsleepinghere”shestopskissinghim

andpusheshim,thenshelooksatusandsmiles

“babelookwegotourselvessomeaudience”

“HarrythatwasaquickoneIthoughtyoudon’tdo

quickies”Sizwesaysmiling

“Shutupmanlet’sgobeforeyoustartexposingme

toliveporn”Vulasaylaughing,thensizwestands

andtakeshiskeysfromthetable,thenhefixeshis

bulgeandhestretchhishandforDinny



“Babelet’sgo”sizwesay

“NobabeimsleepinghereIcan’tleaveheralone

here”shesay

“Comeon,whoamIgoingtosleepwithit’snotlike

sheissixteen,shecantakecareofherself,right?”

HelooksatmeandInodmyhead

“nothappening”shesaystandingupandpushing

himtowardsthedoorandthensheopensand

standsbythedoorindicatingtheyshouldgetout.

Sheblockstheexitwithherlegandstretchesher

handlikesheisexpectingthemtogiveher

somethingandthetwostandsthereconfusedasI

am“Moneytobuydinneryoubothateourdinnerso

payup”

“Howmuch”Vulaaskssmiling

“Twohundredeach”shesayswithaseriousface

on

“WHAT?”VulaandSizwebothexclaimatthesame

time



“aaaahaaahNomyskatthisisdaylightrobbery”

Sizweargues

“Eitheryoupayuporimsleepinghereagain

tomorrow”Dinnythreatens,Sizweisveryhesitant

andismumblingthingsonlyhecanhear,he

reachesforhispocketsandtakesouthiswalletand

handshertwohundred

“I’mtakingitfrombehindtomorrow”hewinksather

andsheblushesthenremovesherlegsohecanget

outthensheblockstheexitagainforVulawhois

justnum.

“I’mnotgettingrobbedbyawomanmina”Vulasay

“Okay”shelooksatme“Tumiimtakingyoutoabuti

Tj’shousetomorrowyouwillleavewithhimIjust

rememberedIhaveaveryimportantprojectim

workingoninPretoriasoIcan’tleaveyoualone”I

justagreebutimveryconfused

“finefinehere”hegiveshermoneyandSizweisin

stichesoutsideshecountsthemoneythenblowsa

kisstosizweandgoesstraighttoherphoneand

orderburgers,Vulaturnsandlooksatme



“CanIpleaseseeyoutomorrow?”Heasks

“Okay”Iwasveryconfusedandwantedtoaskwhy

butdecidednotto

“Thatwaseasy,Ithoughtyouwouldputmeinan

interrogationroom”

“Idon’targuewithgayscozthealwayswinthe

arguments”Everyonelaughsandtheyleavethe

apartment………

LastnightmyauntandIsleptverylatelastnight,

shewokeupinthemorningpreparingforworkandI

wentbacktosleepaftersheleft.

Iwokeupfrommybeautifulsleeptomyphone

ringing,Ifirstcheckthetimeits08:30imso

annoyedrightnoweish

“Sisdoyouknowwhattimeitis?”that’sthe

annoyeddevilinmeansweringthephone

“It’salmostnineo’clockandimoutsidethedoor

openup”shesaylaughingandthenshehangsup,I

dragmyselftothedoortoopen,thensheengulfs



meinoneofherwarmesthugs

“Iknowyoumissedmebutit’sTuesday,whyaren’t

youatwork?”IaskMakatlywhoisstillholdingme

tight

“I’mgoingthereIneededtoseeyoufirstcozim

goingtocomebacklateandIknowyou’renotgoing

tomyplaceanytimesoon”webothlaughcozits

true,Dinnyisnotgoingtoletmego

“Youlookbeautiful,arebakinganotherMotaung

muffininthere?”

“Don’tbesilly,you’rethebeautifulonehere,anyway

whatareyougoingtodotoday?”

“Idon’tknowIwillcallyourhusbandandseehimat

lunch,thenIwillgoseetheboysafterschool”

“IfyougetboredcallmeIwilluberyoutomywork

placeyoucancomehelparoundneah,anywayhere

isyourkeyandpleasecookbeforeyouleave”we

bothlaugh“letmeloveandleavemysisterinlaw”

welaughharderthistimeaswewalktothedoor,

sheknowsIhatebeingcalledsisterinlaw.



SheleavesandIimmediatelygobacktomyroom,I

makemybedandheadfortheshower,Icouldhear

myphonewailingformyattentionwhileshowering,

Idecidetoignoreitandenjoymysoothingmoment

becauseJoburgwaterwasdoingthingstome.

IgotdoneandIdecidetocleanmyroomfirstthen

myaunt’sandthenkitchenandlounge,whenim

doneImakemyselfsomecerealandcatcharecap

oflastFridayTrendingSAepisode,thevolumeis

veryhighandimlaughingmylungsout,thisthree

reallyknowshowtocrackmeupespeciallythetop

trends,,,,,,,asimbusywatchingsomeonesqueeze

myshoulderandIjumpspillingmycerealoverthe

table.

IturnandtherestandVulawithaveryseriouslook

onhisface,howdidhegetinhere?Geezthisguy

andwhythef**kishesodamnhotsoearlyinthe

morning,helookslikeamodeladvertisinga

perfume,thoseone’sarealwaysbeautiful.



“Vulawhatthehell?Howdidyougetinhere?Your

scaringmeandwhythefuckareyousoseriousfor,

doorsaremadeforapurposeyoushouldknockto

announceyour”I’mshoutingcozhescaredme,I

barelyknowtheguyheshouldn’tjustbudgeinmy

spaceasifimhisPAorsomething.Hecutsmeoff

“Mamtaung!”What’shecallingmysurnameforand

whyishesoserious,Idecidetojustlookathimand

notsayaword“Mamtaungimgoingtotalkandyou

goingtolisten,capish?”IjustnodandwhyamI

noddingthisguyscaredme“firstlyimnotyour

mate,youdon’tgettotalktomeasifyourjumping

offatree,youdon’tuse‘hell,fucks,shit’inthesame

sentenceasme,uyangizwa?”(Youhearme)Inod

againandIdon’tknowhowtodescribethisit’slike

imunderhiscommand,“secondlydonotevershout

atmeagain”Inodagain,thisguyisgotpowerI

wonderifhisgotpoweralsointhemostimportant

place“nowaskmeproperlythethingsyouwanted

toaskmeandonequestionatatime”Inodandask

“Howdidyougetinhere?”



“Throughthedoor”Igivehimalook“thedoor

wasn’tlockedandIknockedbutyoucouldn’thear

mebecauseofthetv”nowIrememberIforgotto

lockafterMakatly

“Whydoyoulooksomadorisitserious?”helooks

likehejustatelemon

“IwasmadbecauseIsawaguypeepingthrough

yourlockaswalkedtowardsthepassage”Ifrown

“butnowimpissedbecauseyouinsultandshouted

me”

“WhatguyIdon’tevenknowanyonehere”

“HesaidhewaslookingforDinnyhekeptknocking

likemesohelookedtocheckifitslockedcozhe

couldhearthevolume”

“Okayimsorry,youscaredme,anywaywhatare

youdoinghere?”

“Wehaveadateremember?Iaskedyouout

yesterdayandyousaidyessoimhereforourdate

andweactuallyrunninglate,ifyouhadpickedup

mycallsearlieryouwouldn’tbethisastonishedcoz

Icanseethroughyoufaceyouactuallyforgotour



date”

“Whatdate?Idon’trememberyouaskingmefora

date,youaskedtoseemeandIsaidyesandIdon’t

goondateswithgayman”

“ImaZulumanyouagreeingtoseemeit’sadateto

meandimnotgay”

“WellimaSothogirlandmeagreeingtoseeyouit’s

justthat‘seeingyou’nothingmorenothingless”

“yoh!Haisihambasithandanjenathi”(exclaims,we

goaroundloving)“anywaysocan‘wesee’each

otherheebeautifullady”

“You’realready‘seeingme’whatmore‘seeing’do

youwanttosee?’

“WellIwouldliketoseeyourstubbornbehindcum

underneathme”shitdidhejustsaythat,andwhy

amIblushing,Ilaugh

“IseeyouwanttobeMrBean,letmegofetcha

clothtocleanthismessup”

Iwasactuallyrunning,Iwasfeelinghotunderhis



stare,Icleanupthetableandhisnowsitedonthe

couchverycomfortablegoingthroughchannels,I

sitoppositetohimandhepatshissideandIjust

lookathim

“WhenIpatmysideImeancomeseatnexttome”

LolhiscrazyI’mnothispet

“Why?”Iask,hesigh

“whereisyourphone?”IlookaroundandIdon’tsee

it,thenIrememberthelasttimeIhearditIwasin

theshower,IgolookforitandIfinditonthe

pedestalinthebedroom,Icheckitandthereis

threemissedcallsfromhimandonefrommy

brotherandonefromTsietsi,Isitnexttohim

withoutnoticingasimcheckingmyphonewhenI

getback

“sorryItendtoforgetitsometimes,butthree

missedcallsfromyou,whatwassourgent?”I’m

talkingasimlookingatmyscreen,nowimtryingto

openmyWhatsAppbut,hetakesmyphoneand

putsitonthetableandtakesbothmyhandsinto



hisonehand,theotheroneisonmychin,heis

tiltingmyfacetolookathimbutforsomeweird

reasonIlookbutIcan’tmaintaineyecontactwith

him,Idecidetojustlookathislips,theyareso…..

“MamtaungIwantyoutolookatmenotmylips,I’m

amanofactionmorethatwordssoI’mjustgonna

tellyoubutmyactionswillshow,Ilikeyou.Ifind

youintriguingandextremelybeautiful,andfor

thosethreereasonsfornowIwouldlikeyoutobe

mywoman”

“Youdon’tknowme,youcan’t….”I’mstilllookingat

hislipsashecutsmeoff

“Iwillgettoknowyou,I’mnotsayingmarryme,I

saidIlikeyoumeaningIwanttogettoknowyou

thenmaybeIwillknowyouenoughtomarryyou”

hesaysstillkeepingaseriousstareatme

“I,,,,Ica,,,,Imean,,,,,I”GodwhyamItonguetiedallof

asuddenandwhyismyheartbeatingsofastit’s

likesomeoneisplayingGqommusicinmyheart,he

liftsmychintohiseyessomyeyescanlandonhis



andbeforeIcanutterwhateverIwastryingtosay,

heletsgoofmyhandsfromhishand,andthathand

sneaksaroundmywaistashepullsmecloserto

himslowlyasifhisauditioningforaslowdance

competition,Ifeelhisfacecloserandheisstill

caressingmychinwithhisotherhand,Ifeelhis

breathclosertomyface,Iclosemyeyesandbefore

Iregisterwhatisgoingon,Ifeelhislipsonmine,

theyaresosoft,sodelicateIgiveentranceforhis

tonguetoindulgemine,imgettingwetfromthis

tonguekwasakwasadance,Islowlyandgently

pushhimasIendthekiss,

IopenmyeyesandIfindhimstaringandsmiling,I

smilebackandblushatthesametime,hestands

upandgivesmehisotherhandtostandandthe

otheroneisinhispocketformingabigpunch,I

laughandtakehishand

We’resmilinglikeretardsnowandnooneissaying

anything,hetakestheremoteandswitchoffthetv

thenwemovetothedoor,hetakesthekeyfromthe

lockandhelocksthedooraswebothgetout.We



getintheelevatorandhishandisstillholdingmine,

wesmilingandblushingthewholetime.

Whenwegettotheparkinglothepushesme

againstthecornerwallandindulgeinmylipsagain,

webothbreathinglikecasterafter100mrunhe

stopsandlooksatmeaswebothlaugh.We

continuewithourminiblushingwalktothecar,he

opensthebacksitdoorformetogetinhealsoget

in,Ilookatthefrontsitandtherearetwomen,Mtho

andtheunknowndriver.

Pleaseshare,likeandcomment

invitefriends

Let'sallescapeourtroublestothishouse

welcome
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“Ndunaoffice”hesays,Igatherheisspeakingto



thedriverashenodsandstartthecar,helooksat

meandsmiles,hebringshisbodycloseragainas

hisotherhandmovearoundmywaisttobringme

closer,IgethewantstokissmeagainbutIpush

himbackandhelaughs,helooksatthedriver

‘Ndunaletspassbykfctogetbreakfastfirst”

“KFC?”NdunaandMthotheybothexclaimasifhe

saidMadibaisstillalive

“yeahmybabyloveskfc,angishobaby(isn’tit

baby)”Vulasaysmilinglookingatme,

Ilookathimconfusedhethenscratchhisheadand

saybaby“angisho”means“ekere”Ilaughoutloud

andMthojoinsme,helooksconfused“Mthowhat’s

funny?”

“It’s‘akere’not‘ekere’”Mthorespondsstilllaughing

“Andhowdoyouknowthat,youknowwhatnever



mind,BabydidIsayitwrong”

“Heisrightandstopcallingmebaby”theguys

laughoutloudwedrivethroughandthedriverask

whatwewant

“Babywhatdoyouwant,Ndugetmeanythingyou

knowIeatmina”

“Sure…...mylady?”NdulooksathimandItellhim

imfinebutmysocalled‘baby’heresaysheshould

alsogetmeanythingwithfantapineandhotwings,

webuyfoodandleave.

Aswearriveathisofficehetakesourpaperbagof

foodandleavestheguyswiththeirs,Irealisewe’re

notinthesamebuildingasinyesterday

“Ithoughtwearegoingtoyouroffice”Isay



“Wearebaby,thisismyoffice,theonefrom

yesterdayIjusthelpoutthere”Iwantedtoasklots

ofquestionsbutdecidednotto,wegetinandthere

isaladyatthefrontdesk,hegreetsherandwe

walkstraightdownthepassage,thereareno

elevatorsonthisfloor,itlookslikejustofficeblocks.

Heopensthedooratthefarendandwegetin

“BabywecameherecozIneedtoattendone

meetingitwon’ttakeeven15minutes,afterthatwe

canblushalldaylongokay,nowlet’seatbeforemy

clientgetshere”

wesitonthecouchandindulge,Idon’tevenknow

whyheassumedkfcismyfavourite,tobehonestI

don’thavefavouritefood,imafoodloveraslongas

somethingtastegoodthenimgoodtogo,we

havingalightconversationwhileeating,Iasked

himwhathedoesexactlyforalivingandhis

responsewas‘Idon’texactlyknoweither,Ijust



wakeupandattendwhateverneedsmyattention’I

decidedtoletitgocozhekissedmeandwewere

blushingagain,butIwillaskagain

Whentheclockreportedtohavereachedtwelve

o’clockhelefttoattendhismeetingandIwasbusy

watchingamovieonhislaptop,hisPAcameinwith

snackssaidshewastoldtogiveme,Ijustnodded

andthankedher.

AsIwassittingonthecouchenjoyingmymoviean

oldmanwholooksexactlylikehimbudgedinthe

office,IgotstartledabitbutIimmediatelytookmy

feetofthecouch

“Sawubonantobazane”(Hellogirl)saytheman

smiling

“Yebobaba”(Hifather)Isaybacksmiling



“WhereisVulaItriedcallinghimbuthisnotpicking

up”

“Heisinameetingbuthewillcomebackany…….”

asifonqueuehewalksincuttingmeoffheis

lookingdownatafileinhishand,hecomesto

whereimsited,hetriestopeckmycheekbutIpush

him,hedoesn’tseethemanbehindhim

“HaubabywhathaveIdone?”hesayfrowningand

stillbendingtowardsme

“Itoldyoutostopcallingmethat”Ipointwithmy

head“youhaveavisitor”heturnsbackandsmiles

“Malume,youdidn’ttellmeyou’recoming”helooks

pleased

“Idon’tneedtoreporttoyou”theyshakehands



smiling“Iseeyou’renotgayafterall”wealllaugh,

Vulaturnstome

“BabathisisBoitumeloMotaungmywoman,baby

thisismyuncleKubeka,akababKoruncleK”Ijust

smileandnod

“ungumosotho?”(Sheissotho?)UncleKasks

frowning

“yebobaba”(yesdad)

“uyakuwazinokukhulumanje?”(Cansheeven

speakZulu?)UncleKasksagainstillfrowning

“Nobabakodwangizomfundisa,ncelasinga

khulumingalentomanje”(nodadbutIcanteach

her,canwenottalkaboutthisnow)



“You’regoingtobreakthisfamilywena”hestill

frowningindisapproval.“AnywayIcametotellyou

we’rebothsummonedbythecouncilthisSaturday,

theysayit’surgentpleasedon’tbringherIdon’t

wanttobeputtingoutfires”hesaysthatandexit

theroom,Vulalooksstressedhecomestositnext

tomewithoutsayinganythingasherollsuphis

shirtsleeves

“Imsorryaboutthat,wheredoyouwantustogoon

ourfirstdate”helookstensenotthebubblyfunhim

“It’sfinewecangosomeothertime,anywayIhave

togoseemybrotherwehavinglunchtogether”I

attempttostandbuthisfirmhandpullsmebackon

thecouchthenhelooksatme

“beforemyunclegothereyoudidn’tmention

anythingabouthavinglunchwithyourbrother,im

sorryhesaidthatheisjust……..”hekeepsquiteabit

“babycanwenottalkaboutthat,wepromisedto



gettoknoweachotherlet’snotletmyunclewith

histwocentopinionruinourplan”Isigh

“Iguessyourrightit’snotlikewegettingmarriedor

anythingserious,wejustfoolingaround,youcan

showmeJoburgIdon’tknowitthatmuch”helooks

disappointedandtriesveryhardtohideit.Tobe

honestI’msadtoobutIjustmettheguyyesterdayI

can’tthrowtantrumsnow,butIstilldon’tgetwhyhe

thinksIdon’tknowZulu,Iintendonnottellinghim,

hestandsupandgivesmehishand

“comeIwanttoshowyousomething”hetakeshis

cellphonefromthedeskandhiscoatfromthe

swingingchairthenweexittheoffice,aswewalk

throughtheblockpassageInoticetheofficesare

nowoccupiedandthesepeoplearelookingatusas

ifwecelebritiesorsomething,hekeepssmilingand

wavingtosomeandthiswholetimehishandis

holdingminefordearlife.



MthoandNdunaarebothsittinginthefrontagain,

Ndunaaskswhereto,Vulasayshissanctuary,

Ndunanodsandstartthecar,forsomereasonI

rememberGumedefromyesterday

“VulawhereisntateGumede?”everyoneexplodes

inlaughterasifIsaidsomethingfunny,hepicksmy

handandkissesitashewasstillholdingitsmiling

“Whyyoumisshim?”

“NoIwasjustwondering”

“Hehadthingstodotoday,Iwilltellhimyoumissed

himsomuchtoday”noweveryoneislaughingagain

AfterabitofawhilewereachourdestinationVula

wasallovermeinthecarbrushingmyhands,my

cheeksandmylips.Hewasconversingwiththe



twotellingthemhowhefoundhimselfawifeand

theywereallhappytellinghimtogetmepregnant

beforemakhulufindsoutbecausethenshewill

havenochoicebuttoacceptme,Ijustkeptquiet

andlistenedcozthethreemonkeysactuallythinkI

don’tknowZulu,ifonlytheyknow

MthoopensthehugegateandNdunadrivesin.Im

inawe,wedriveslowlyuntilthefrontofthehouse,

hestillholdingmyhandaswegetout,thehouseis

beautiful,madeofglassandwood,oneofthosetop

buildinghousesandthelandscapingisoutofthis

world,Mthomovesaheadofusandopensthedoor

thenturnsbacktothecar,imstilltonguetiedthisis

amazing,heislookingatmethisentiretimesmiling.

“IlovethelookonyourfacerightnowIdon’teven

knowhowtodescribeit”

“WowbabyIhaveneverseensuchbeauty,this

houseisbeautifulwow”myeyesarestillrunning



aroundthisentiretimethenIfinallylookathim,his

blushingnonstop“babywhosehouseisthis?”I’m

stillamazed,heissmilingshowingdimples,Iwasn’t

evenawarehehasthem,helooksathiswatch

“13:45isnowmyfavouritetimeoftheday,youjust

calledme‘baby’forthefirsttime”Iblush,Iwasn’t

evenawayIsaidthat“it’sMtho’shouse,yousawhe

openedforus”hehasthisnaughtysmileonhis

face“Iwanttotasteyousomybroborrowedmehis

house”hesaysandwinks

“Youwishbrothernooneistastinganyonehere”we

bothlaugh,hepullsmetowardsthelivingroomand

makesmesitthenhedisappearstowhatlookslike

akitchen,hecomesbackwithtwowineglasses,

bottleofwineandaboxofchocolate,hesettles

nexttometakingofhisshoesandminethenhe

pullsathrowoverthecouchandcoversbothour

legs



HisnowPouringwineinglasses,hehandsmemine

andhetakeshisandopensaboxofchocolateand

putitoverourfeet“sobabytellmeaboutyou,who

isBoitumeloMotaung?”

“Idon’tknowhowtoanswerthatquestionbutIwill

try,,,,im27yearsoldfromfreestate,infactim

turning28thisyear,I,,,,haihakekgone(Ican’t)

ratheryouaskaquestionandIanswer”helaughs

andsipshiswine

“You’retheworstatexplaining,anywaydoyouhave

kids?”

“No,you?”

“Yesabeautifulmouthfulfiveyearoldbabygirl”he

saysmilingshowinghisdimplesagain



“Hermother?”

“Sheleft”hesayswithahardface“I’mtheonewho

shouldbeaskingquestionshere”

“akere(isn’t)webothgettingtoknoweachother

mos,anywayIdon’tknowyoursurnameIjustknow

yourname”hesmiles

“What’smyname?”heaskswithastraightface

“Vula”Isaybuthelaughslightly

“MynameisVulamasangoDlomo,Vulaisjusta

nickname,okay?”Inod“Siblings,howmanydoyou

have?”heaskssmiling

“Justmybrotherit’sthetwoofusandmyfathermy



mompassedaway,you?”

“I’msorryaboutyourmother”Ijustnod“Ihave

eightsisters,imtheonlymaleandimthemiddle

child,myfatherpassedawaytooandmymomis

verymuchaliveandrunningourlives”helaughs

andshakeshishead

“yoh!That’stoomuchnine?Yourfathermusthave

beenaveryactiveman”helaughshard

“Udinangwewasamanwhoknewhiswayaround

hissoccerfieldandheknewexactlywhentoscore”

Thedoorbellringsandhestandsuptoattendtoit,

hecomesbackwithapaperbagoffoodandhe

playsmusicbeforehesitsdownagainwithfoodin

hishand,‘babyface’sIsaidIloveyou’playsinthe

backgroundnottooloudbutloudenoughtosetthe

mood



Herefillshisglassthentriestorefillminethenhe

noticeIhaven’ttouchedit“hau!Myloveyoudon’t

likewine,youshouldhavetoldme”helooks

disappointed“whatshouldIgetyou”heattemptsto

standupbutIstophim,Idon’tknowwhyIfillguilty

fordisappointinghim,Idon’ttellhimIdon’tdrink

insteadItakethewineglassandsip

“SorryweweretalkingtoomuchIforgot”Isaylying

“Ihopethemusicisnotbad,whatkindofmusicdo

youlike,imanoldschooltypeofguy”

“Metoo,myfatherandIwealwayslistentoskuza

bellfromlesedifmeverySundayorsometimeswe

changetotheromanticmovementonmetrofm”I

saysippingmywine,thisisactuallyniceandit’s

doingthingstome

“I’malwayslisteningtotheshoweverySunday,



shouldIrefill?”heasks

“Yes”Idrankitlikeafish,Iknowyou’resupposedto

taketimebutthisthingisquitenice,Itakeanother

hugesipbeforeaskingwheretheladiesroomis

“Thereisnoladiesroomhereitsman’sroom”he

saylaughinganddirectsme.ItrytostandbutI

staggerandfallbackonthecouch.Hestandsup

laughingandhandsmehishand.“What’sthisone

glassofwinedoingtoyoumylove?”

“It’snotwine,IjuststooduptooquicklyIwillbe

back”Irespondblushing,Ileavehimstanding

lookingatmeshakinghishead.

ItryveryhardtokeepanormalwalkasIgotothe

ladiesIgetthereandlookatmypanty,Ionlycame

herecozIwasfeelingwet,Iwantedtocheckwhat’s

goingonthinkingit’smymenstruationbutnoim



justwet,hmk!Weird,Iwipemyselfandtakeslow

stepsback,Ifindhimcomingbackfromthekitchen

withaglassofjuice,hereplacedmywine,Isit

downbutheisstillstandingcheckingsomethingon

hisphone

“Whydiduchangemywine”I’mabitdrowsynowor

isitcalledtipsyIdon’tknow

“Ihaveafeelingyou’renotmateswithwine,babeI

havetomakeacallIwillbebacknownow”he

stepsouttothebalcony,Icheckifhisnotlookingat

measIstealhiswinefromthebottleandtakea

hugesip,hecomesbackallsmiles,andforsome

reasonheisquitesexynow,hesitsdownnextto

meandIlookathisarmstheyarequitehairyand

strong,helookslikethetypeofmanwhocanscoop

meupandfulfilmysexualfantasies,heissmiling

lookingatme

“BabeIwasstillsittingherewithyou,stoplooking



atmeasifimyournextmeal,thereisyourfoodeat”

hesays.

Imblushing,Idon’tknowwhat’shappening,I

smashmylipsonhis,heresponseandkissme

backwiththesameeffort,Iclimbontopofhimstill

kissing,hestopsandlooksatmethroughmyeyes,

IthinkheissearchingforsomethingbutIdon’tcare

Iwanthim,Ikisshimagainwearenowmoaningas

wekiss,hestopsonceagainandtrytopushme

gentlyofhimbutimholdingontohisneckforlife

“Babepleasekissme”thewordsjustescapesmy

mouthwithoutrunningthroughmycerebrum

“Babeyourwinehornyimnotkissingyou,tomorrow

youwill…..”Idon’twaitforhimtofinish,Ismashmy

lipsonhimonceagainandthistimeIrunmyhands

throughhishead,hisribcages,hisarmsandhis

biceps.



Heturnmeovernowimunderneathhislyingontop

ofme,hishandsareallovermenowandIfeelso

goodashekissesmyneck,Iwaswearingatight

denimkneelengthjeandresswithbuttonsonthe

frontallthewaydown,heunbuttonsmydressasI

trytounbuttonhisshirtbutimstruggling.

Hetorehisshirtuoandbuttonsflyofftheroom,

nowiminmypanty,Iwasn’twearingabrabecause

thedresswasstrapless,hestopsforaminuteand

lookatmybodyupanddownwithasmugonhis

face,heputmyhandonhisbulgeandIfeelit

throughthepants,thenhegetsdownandkisses

theshitoutofme

Nowwerearebothnakedandhisstillkissingme,

hekissesmynecksobad,Ithinkthereisgoingto

beahickeythere,imnotayellowbonebutimlight

enough,hemovestomybreastsandgivesthem

bothattentionthenhemovestomybellybutton,



nowimpantinglikeapigreadytobeslaughtered.

Hestopsandcomebacktomyface“Babelookat

me,canIseeandentermysanctuary?”Imanageto

openmyeyesandInod,Idon’tevenknowwhat’s

hissanctuarybutIhopeheistalkingaboutmy

nunucozIwanthimnow……

Hetracekissesallthewaytomyinnerthighs,his

handcupsmynunuashekissesmythighs,Ifeel

hisfingersopeningmyfolds,I’menjoyingthisso

much,thenextthingIknowhismouthissucking

myvirginalholefordearlife,nowimmoaningso

bad,hestopssuckingandnowlicksfrommyhole

uptomyclit,Ifeelhot,Ifeelrushhesucksmyclit

andinserthisfingerinmyholeandmakescircles,I

feelsomethingcoming,Iscreamhisname“ahhh

SangoahhhyesSangoaaahhhhhh”Idon’tknow

wheretheVulawentasIexplode

“yesbabysquirtfor‘Sango’giveittodaddy”he



goestomyholeandsucksalltheliquids,thenhe

comesupandkissesmyforeheadbeforehekisses

mylips,heissmilingnonstopnow“mamicanI

enteryounow?”Iblushandnod,imwhoretodayI

don’tknowwherethissexualcourageiscoming

from“Iwantyoutosayitinfullsentence”I’m

blushingnonstop

“Sangoyoucanenteryoursanctuary”hesmiles

showinghisdimplesthenhepecksmynoseand

devoursmylipsafterwards,Ifeelhisfinger

openingmyfoldsonceagain,hestopsagainand

reachesfortheremote,heplays‘babyface’swhen

yourbodygetsweak’,heasksmetoopenmyeyes

andlookathim,Idoandhestaresinsidemyeyes

“don’tlookawaylookatmeanddon’tclosethose

beautifuleyesIwanttoseerightthroughthem”he

holdshisshaftanddirectittomyopening,hisbigI

flinchabitandshiftup,hepullsoutandwrapshis

onearmaroundmyneckandtheotheroneis



wrappingmywaist.

Heinserthisdickagainwithoutsupportnowand

hisstaringinmyeyes,IwanttoclosethembutI

can’tit’slikeimunderhisspell,hegentlypushesit

inandIfeelit,Ifeelfull,hemovehiswaistslowly

butdeeply,Ifeellovedheisstilllookingatmelike

imtheonlygirlintheworld,Ifeelappreciatedhe

goesonforawhileuntilIfeelanotherstorm

coming,thistimehethrustfasterashegroans

“ahhhfucktumydaddyiscumingahhhhshitmy

love”hegroansdeepandcollapseontopofme,I

tellhimnottostopcozimclose,hegivesmetwo

deepstrokesandIexplodeonceagain.

Welieinthispositionbreathingheavilybeforehe

takeshisunderwearandwipesme,thenhewipes

himselfandkissesmyforehead,

“thankyousthandwasami,myfoodisquite

delicious”Iblush



“Mybunnybearlet’stakeanapwillwakeupwhen

youdrivemehome”henodsmilingandpecksmy

shoulder

“Igaveittoyounice,youalreadygivingmenick

names,whatthehellisabunnybear”hesays

laughing,imdickmatizedIdon’tknoweitherwhat’s

abunnybearandwhereitcamefrom,hespoons

meandwebothdrifttosleeplisteningtobabyface

slowjams

MybunnyandIwearegettingmarried,heisso

handsomeinthistuxhekeepssmilingshowinghis

dimples,imveryhappybutthereisthissoundthat’s

disturbingourunion,soundinnowloudIopenmy

eyesanddamn!Imdreaming,hai!Mybaby’stlof

tlofingskillsarequiteepicifimalreadydreaming

marriage



Hisphoneisringingnonstoponthetableandhis

outofit,Itrytowakehimupbuthisoutofit,the

phoneringsagainandit’squitedark,Itakethe

phonetolookatthetimeanditreports22:08.Fuck!!!

I’mdeadhehas15missedcalls,Iwakehimup

againandheisstillnotwakingup………nowim

panicking

“VulababybabyVula”Imsqueezinghimhardnow

buthisstillpartlysnoring“babywakeupthisisnot

funny”nowimtotallyfreakedout,thephonerings

againitreportsthatNdunaiscalling,Iletitringuntil

itstops,Iheadtothekitchenandcomebackwitha

glassofwaterandIsprinkleitonhisfacebutstillI

haveasnoringcorpse.

Idon’tknowwhattodo,minddueimnakedandhis

alsonaked,thephoneringsagainit’ssizwenow,I

wanttoanswerbutthatothervoicetellsmeno,the

phonestopsbeforeIcoulddecide…….afterfreaking

outstilltryingtowakehimupfor5minuteswith



completefailure,Idecidetocallanambulancebut

letmegetdecentfirstanddresshim,Iwearmy

dressandmypanty…..nowimleftwithhim,his

underwearifsoakedwithoursouphisshirthasno

buttonstheonlythingstilldecentishispants,Itry

todresshimbuthisquiteheavy,it’sfunnyhow

heavyheisnowbuthewasquitelightwhen

poundingmeearlierandallthistimehisstill

snoringandimacryingmessbynow.

Idecidetogofindarobeinoneoftheroomsto

coverhim,IfinditandIcoverhimnowItakehis

phoneandtrytocallanambulancebutit’slocked

andIdon’tknowthepassword,nowimcrying

hysterically,IlookaroundforalandlinebutIdon’t

seeone………I’mcrying,I’mcryingformynotwaking

upman,imcryingforaphonewithpassword,I’m

cryingforsleepingwithaguyIhardlyknownowhe

mightbedead.

Guysthankyouonceagain
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Abelldisturbsmefrommycryingsession.Irunto

thedoorandopenwithoutthinkingandtherestand

NdunaandMtho,theylookateachotherandback

atme,Ican’ttalkIjustcrypointingthemtothe

livingroom.Mthorunsovertohimandslapshima

fewtimesbutstill,helooksatmeandNdunawhois

justconfused

“Mamtaungwhathappenedtohim?Whyishenot

wakingupdidyouperhapsgivehimsomething”

Mthoasks,Ishakemyheadno,helooksbacktothe

deadsnoringcorpsethenatNdunaandtellshimto

callmamkhulu,ndunadialsandhandshimthe

phone



“Gogoit’smeMthokozisi,wehaveaproblemwith

Vula,wefoundhiminhissanctuaryhousesleeping

nowheisnotwakingup,wetried

everything”…………….”Yesgogoheseemstobe

sleepingcozheissnoringbutheisnotopeninghis

eye”……………………helaughs“ohthatgogoletmecall

himItotallyforgothim”………..“OkaybyegogoIwill

letyouknow”…………..“LaughsIwilltellhimwhenhe

wakesup”

hehandsNdunahisphoneandtellhimtocall

Gumedeandtellhimtocomehereurgentlywithhis

staffVulaisspiritualsleeping,thisMthoguyistoo

calmformyliking,NdunaandIaretheonlyones

panickingandwhatthehellisspiritual

sleeping…….Vula’sphonerings,Mthoreachesforit

andanswerit.

“ShoSizweitsMtho,Vulacan’tgettothephone

nowwhatsup?”………………………”Nohisinhis

sanctuary”………………“Wait,who?Aahhhyouknow



whatletmegofindoutandIwillcallyouback,

sharp”hedropsthecallandlooksatme,hetellsme

tositdownandIdo

“Sizweislookingforyouhesaysyoudisappeared

andnowyourbrotherandauntyaregoingtoreport

youtothepolicestation”helaughsandshakeshis

head,Iclosemyeyescozimembarrassed“andon

topofthatyouleftyourphoneinthehousesothey

can’tfindyou”Helaughsagainandsaysyahneah

“PleaseborrowmeyourphonesoIcancallthemto

calmdown”

“Noyou’renotcallingthem,thepolicearegoingto

tellthemtocomebackafter48hours,Vulawill

solvethiswhenhewakesupIdon’twanttostepon

histoespleaseunderstand”I’mpissedbutIdon’t

wanttoshowit,whenisthisguygoingtowakeup,

imsuremybrotherisbreathingfirewhereheisbut

thenagainapartofmewantstoseehimwhenhe



wakesup.

It’squitecoldnow,wesittingquietlyonthesofas

andVulaisoverthefluffycarpetwherewemade

love

“Mamtaungyoulookcoldmitakethisand

cover……..”Ijumpfrommycouchtostophishand

fromtakingtherobecoveringVula,helooksat

ndunaandtheybothlookatme,I’membarrassed

“Noit’sfineimnotcold”Isaytuckingtherobe

tightlyaroundVula

“Noit’schillyinhereyourcold,Vulagetsveryhot

whenhesleepslikethis”heattemptstotakeit

againandIpleadwithhimnotto

“okayoutwithit,what’swrongdidyoudo

somethingtohim”Ishakemytearyfaceno



“He,he…..we……”I’mtonguetightonceagain,Ilook

downatmyspiritualsleepingguy“heisnaked”I

don’twanttoraisemyheadtolookatthem,thetwo

monkeyslaughlikethereisnotomorrow

“Soletmegetthis,youtwowerenyobaning(sexing)

andhecollapseontopofyou”heasksstilllaughing

hard

“Nothat’snothowithappened”I’mpissednow

“Ubafo(mybrother)islosinghistouchmadoda

(guys)”hesayslaughingandstandingup,he

comesbackwithaglassofwateranddrinksit

whilelaughing,thenhedisappearsdownthe

passageandcomesbackwithacoatandashort,

hegivesmeacoatandtellsmetowearit,itsmells

likemyman

“Mamtaungwe’regoingtolifthimandwenayou’re



goingtodresshim,Idon’twanttoseeyourman’s

potatoesmina,orwenabafoyoudon’tmind?”he

asksNduna

“Haihaihai!Mamtaungwilldoit,Iwillholdthe

handsyouholdthefeet”theylaugh

“Nxa!Uyanya”(youmustbeshittingme)theylaugh

again,theybothmakehimsitandImanagetoslip

theshortuphislegsstillunderarobe,andjustthen

Gumedecomesin

HekneelsoverVula’sheadandtakessomething

fromavickscontainerasmearitonhisnose,then

hetakessomethingliquidfromadisgustingbottle

andsprinkleitoverhisbodyrecitinghisclannames,

Vulashakes,hetoucheshisforeheadandclosehis

eyesforaminuteoftwothenVulaopenshiseyes,

helookstired,Iwanttoruntohimbutimscaredof

thissituation.



“Dinangwe,youscaredumakotiwami,howyou

feeling?”Gumedeasks

“Tired,whereisshe”Gumedepointswithhishead

whereimsited,Vulagesturesformetocomenext

tohim,Igoandimtearyonceagain,heengulfsme

inahugaswesitbuttflatonthecarpet“I’msorry

sthandwasamIdidn’tmeantoscareyou”Ijustnod,

hekissesmyforehead,hegivesMthohishandto

helphimupbutMthorefuses

“Idon’tknowwherethosehandshavebeen”Nduna

laughsandGumedejustshakeshisheadbitsthem

goodnightbeforetellingVULAtocomeseehim

tomorrow

Ihelpmymanupandoffwegotothebedroom,he

tellsmetorunhimabath,Idoandwebothbath,I

haven’taskedhimaboutwhathappenedimjust



gladhisokay,Iwillaskhimsomeothertime,after

ourbathhelooksmorelikehimself,heborrowsme

hisshirtandtellsmenotgooutwearingit,hegoes

outandcomesbackthenhegetsunderthecovers

andspoonsmeonceagain

“Sango?”

“hmm”

“Pleasedon’tdothatagain”

“Iwillbetheonewakingyouuptomorrow,now

sleepmyangelIhaveacourthearingwithyour

brothertomorrow”Hekissesmyneckandmy

shoulderthenspoonsmetightaswebothsleep

IwokeupwithapoundingheadacheandnoVula

nexttomeIdon’tknowwhattimeitisbutitlooks

likeit’saround08:00-09:00,Idragmyselftothe

bathroom,imverynauseousandIblamewinefor

thisnowIknowwhatahangoveris.Ibathusinghis

toiletriesandmakethebedafterwards.



Thereisnooneintheloungebuttherearevoices

emanatingfromthekitchenItiptoetherecozI

don’twanttobumpintoMthoandNdunaimtoo

embarrassedtofacethem.Ipeepandit’sactually

thethreeofthemhavingbreakfastanddiscussing

me,Idecidetoeavesdrop

“BafohainoIdidn’tcollapseontopofher,I

rememberexactlyweshaggedthenslept,Iwould

havesquashedherifIcollapsedontopofher”Vula

say

“Sowhenarewestartingthedelegations,you’re

whipped,phelawenayouneverbringrandom

chickshere”Ndunasayandwhatdoesheknow

aboutrandomchicks?Helookshestillavirgin

himself

“EishbafoifitwereuptomeIwouldsaytodayplus

idlozilivumile(ancestorsagreed)butIdon’twantto

scareheroff”that’smysleepingcorpse



“HaiNdunaleavemyntwana(boy)toenjoyhimself

don’tconfusehimwithmarriageandshit”the

orangeMthosay

“Mthodon’tprojectyourfearsontohim,just

becauseyou’rescaredofmarriagedoesn’tmeanhe

shouldalsobe,wenaentlekufunauLindelihlenje

(youjustneedLindelihle)”theyalllaugh

“Mxmsobafohowisshe?Isshethegogono

mkhuluallthewayorisshetheBrooketype”Mtho

asks

“Brookefromthebold?”Mthonodsandnduna

laughs“Haihaibafoyou’reinsultingmysunflower

yoh!notbrooke,let’sjustsaymyangelistightas

fuckbafoItellyouIdidn’tlastIwas…….”okaynowI

haveheardenough,Idon’twanthimdiscussingmy

badbedroomskillswithhisbrothersorfriendsor



whatevertheyareIpretendtobecominginand

clearmythroatandtheyallturn,Vulagetsupfrom

hischairandcomestoholdmywaist“Morning

baby”hetriestopeckmylipsbutIpushhimgently

“Dumelang”Igreet

“Yebomakoti”MthoandNdunabothsayandIfeel

likerollingmyeyesbutIdon’twanttolook

disrespectful,Ilookatthesnoringcorpsenextto

me

“Pleasetakemehome”

“Eatfirstthenwillgo”

“NoIfeelnauseous,Idon’twantanythingIthinkit’s

wine,itdoesthingstome”helaughs

“Iknowlastnightyou……”Igivehimastarehe

scratcheshisheadandshutup“okaybabyletsgo”

heholdsmyhandandpullsmebacktothe

bedroom,whenwegetinsidehekissesmesoftly

thenpecksmylipswhenheisdone



“Whyareyouinsucharushsthandwasam,imsure

yourbrotheranddinnyarebothatwork,youcan

leavelaterwhenit’salmostknockofftime”

“NobabypleaseaccompanymenowIdon’twantto

pissthemmore,Iwantsometimetosweetenhim”

“How?IwishIwastheonebeingsweetened”his

crazyIgavehimmysweetyesterday

“HismybrotherIknowhowtohandlehim,Ijust

prayhedidn’ttellmyfather”hekissesmyshoulder

“Okaybabyjustwaitforyourchangeclothesand

thepills,IsendsisMarytothestore”

“Pills?”Iaskfrowning

“Welllastnightwedidn’tuseanyprotection”

scratcheshishead

“VULAYOUGOTTOBEFUCKENKIDDINGME,HOW

COULDYOUBESOFUCKENRECKLESS”I’m

sweatingandshouting,IwasdrunknnaIdidn’t

evennoticetherewasnocondom

“whatdidIsayIaboutshoutingandinsultingme?”



heaskcalm,Ilookingdown

“imsorryit’sjustthat….."hepushesmetowardsthe

bedandmakesmebendonbed,Itrytostophim

butheistoostrong,hishandtravelbetweenmy

thighsandhetearsmypantyapart,Igaspandturn

tolookathimbutspanksmyasssohardIscream,I

don’tknowifit’spainorpleasurebutit’san

amazingfeeling,heliftsmyskirtuptomywaist

thenhepullsdownhispyjamapants

“whatdidIsayaboutinsultingandshoutingme?”

“SangoimsorryIdidn’tmeantodisrespectyou

pleaseDinangwewami”Ifeelhishandsonmy

waist,heturnsmetohimandIfindhimsmiling

showinghisdimples

“DidyoujustcallmeDinangwe?”Inod“goshIlove

youwoman”hekissesmesopassionately“you



shouldcallmeDinangweorSangothisthingofyou

callingmewithmyfirstnamedoesn’tsitwellwith

me”Ilaugh“butonaseriousnotebabe……”Mtho

shoutsthatMaryishere,hewearhispantsandfix

hisbulgethenhepecksmylipstellsmehiscoming

back,

IfixmyskirtpullingitdownthenIgotothe

bathroomtowipemynunucozIwasalreadyfeeling

him,hecomesbackjustasimcomingfromthe

bathroom,hehasplasticsinhishand.Hegivesme

pillsfirstandabottleofwater,Igulpthemdown

“WhotoldyoutogetdressedbabyIstillneedmy

onelastround,phelalastnightIdidn’tfuckyou

wenamyspiritualsleepvisitedmebeforeIcould

fuckyouhard”thisfuckingwordhekeepssayingit

turningmeonbutimnotgivinghimany

“Aboutthespiritualsleepwhatisthat?Whatexactly

happenedlastnight?”



“haibabywilltalkaboutit,nowIneedtobathsoI

canaccompanyyouandyouneedtochangehere”

hehandsmeaplasticofclothes,hedoesn’twaitfor

myresponseherunstothebathroom,Iseewhat

hisdoingbutimaverypatientwomanIknowhowI

willgetmyinfo

Ilookthroughtheplasticandhooo!Thislookslikea

maternitydresswithboots,whowearsthingslike

this,hai!Thissismarymustbequiteoldtobuy

thingslikethisthanksbutnothanksIwillkeepmy

yesterdaydressonme,eventhispantyit’slikeshe

wasgoingtodressmadeaorbigmomma,

Itakemytornpantyandslideitinmydresspacket,

Idon’twanttobeleavingpantiesatboyfriend’s

place.IheadtothekitchenandIfindabeautiful

lady,Ithinksheisherlatethirties,sheisswaying

herhipssidebysidehummingasongasshe

preparesbreakfastIgreetbutshedoesn’tgreet



back

“Mariamakotiisgreetingyou”Mthosay

“OhsorryIdidn’thearyousawubona”(hello)she

say

“Hi”Mthopatsavacantsitnexttohim,Isit,he

looksatmeandsmilesinfactit’slikehistryingto

containhislaugh,Ndunareprimandhimbyshaking

hishead

“ImsorryIcan’t,washeheavy?Howdidyou

untangleyourselfunderneathhim,IwishIwas

thereyazi”Ijustdecidetoshakemyheadandnot

answerhim,Marypushesaplateofeggsoverthe

table…..hmk!Thatsmellinfuriatesmynauseousand

Ifeelsomethingcomingupmythroat,

Irushoutsideandpukeinflowerplantpotnextto

thedoor,IpukesomuchIfeelmyself-gettingteary,

hecomesbehindmeandholdsmywaistashe



brushesmyback…..

WhenimdoneIstandupandIfeelhimbehindme

hesmellsquitenice,theothertwoarestandingby

thedoorlookingworried

“Ithinkit’sthewineSango,I’mneverdrinkingagain

IwasjustembarrassedtotellyouIdon’tdrink

yesterdaybaby”

“Don’teverdothatagainmylove,let’sgetucleaned

soyoucaneat”wemovebacktothehouseallthree

ofus

“SangoI’mgoingtowashmymouthwhenIget

backweleaveIdon’tthinkIcanstomachanything

now”henods,Irushbacktobrushmyteeth,Ibit

everyonegoodbyeandMthotellsmetostayaway

fromalcohol



Vulaistheonedrivingtoday,it’sjustthetwoofus

inthecarandI’menjoyingthissideofhim,Sjavais

playingalongthespeakers,hesings‘Ekseni’by

sjavawhilesqueezingandbrushingmyhandand

droppingrandomkissesontopofmyhand.After

ekseniheplays‘Uthando’bysjava,haithisoneI

knowandIlovewebothsingalongandhekeeps

stealingglancesatme.Helowersthevolumeafter

thelastsong,helooksatmeonemoretimethenhe

looksahead

“What?”

“Forsomeonewhodoesn’tknowzuluyousangthat

songlike……..Howdoyouknowsjava?”

“haubabyakerehisanartist…….babylet’sstartat

aunt’splaceIneedmybag,imgoingtomybrother”

“a.alove,howdoyouexpectmetoseeyouifyougo

there,atleastatDinny’sIdoasIplease”Ilaugh

“exactly”wearriveatmyaunt’splaceandIjusttake



mysuitcaseatleastit’sstillpacked,Icollectmy

toiletriesfromthebathroom,Ilookformyphone

butIcan’tfindit.Welockupandleave,weheadto

mybrother’splaceandwhenwegetthereIopen

withthekeyMakatlygavemetheotherday,VULA

helpsmewithmyluggagetothekitchen,Ihughim

goodbyeandkisshimIcanseehissad.Hetellsme

tocallhimlaterwhenmybrotherarrivessohecan

comepayforhissins.

It’sjustmeinthehouse,Idecidetochangeclothes

firstthencleantheentirehousethat’spartoneof

mysweeteningplan.

Makatlyisasweetheartbutwomandoesn’tknow

howtokeepacleanhouseorevencookIknew

whenshegavemethekeywhatshewanted,she

maybeallthatbutmybrotherloveshersomuch

andIlovehertoo,sheiskind,warm,humbleahh

sheisjustasweetheart,



Iarrivedhereatabout11:30andnowit’s13:30and

imstillnotdone…….Thereissomeoneatthedoor,I

leavemyMrmeanandHlony’svestthatimusing

asawipingcloth,thiswomandoesn’tevenhave

wipingclothssigh,it’sadeliveryguyatthedoor,he

givesmeapentosignhisboardthenhegivesmea

box,hetellsmetoholditcarefullyandIdojustthat,

thereisacardontop.Iopenitanditread“my

sunfloweryoudidn’teatthereisyourfoodandyour

cellphonebabypleasecallmeassoonyoureceive

itIcan’tthinkstraightIneedtohearyourvoice,it

alreadyconnectedandchargedallyouhavetodois

dialmynumber.FromyourSANGO”

Idecidetofinishupfirst,heisgoingtodelayme……..

Ifinallyfinishandit’s15:00,Icallhim

“I’mgoingtosuethisdeliverycompany”that’show

heanswersthephone

“WhySango?”

“Ilongsentthisinthemorningandyoureceive

themnow,atnight”Ilaugh



“Stopexaggerating,itwasn’tmorning,anyway

thanksforthefoodIfinallyateandIdidn’tthrow

up”

“WhenamIseeingyoubabyIalreadymissyou,

Mthosaysyougavemelovepotion”

“Tellhimitdoesn’tmatteryouwillbemyownlove

bunny”heislaughing

“Myheaven,IloveandmissyouIhavetogoimstill

payingforthemeetingsIcancelledyesterdaysoI

canshagyou”Iblush

“byebunny”

Ilovethisguypeople,nowimsohappyhearinghis

voice.Letmestartcooking,sweeteningplan2.My

brotherisaSothomanandIknowheloveshis

papa,I’mmakingpapa,friedchicken,spinachand

gravy,nowit’sfiveo’clock,IwonderwhereisHlony

andZany,letmegobathinthemaintimeasim

awaitingzondocommission.



Someonejustcameinthehouse,imjustgoingto

sitinthisroomuntiltheycallmebutwhat’sthis

shoutingimhearingletmegocheck…..asI

approachthekitchenIhearmybrothertalkingon

thephoneandheisshoutingwhoeverisonthe

otherside

“Idon’tcaresheisstillnotbackDineoIhopefor

yoursakeyourright…..”letmedie,Iclearmythroat

lookingdown

“Dumelaabutiwaka”(hellomybrother)Isay

lookingdown,heturnstolookatmewiththemost

disgustinglookhisevergivenme

“‘Dumelaabutiwaka’isthatallyou’regoingtosay

afterthesh*tyouputmethroughyesterday”heis

fuming

“Imsorryabutiwaka”Makatlywalksinasim



apologizing

“Yournyory?HmmnyoryBoitumeloonedayin

joburgandyouralreadygallivantingthestreets,this

isjoburgwenait’snotFreeState,Iwasworriedsick

thinkingsomethinghappenedtoyou”

“Calmdownpapalet’shearherout”mybeloved

sisterinlawsaybrushinghisarm

“Don’ttellmetocalmdown,thiskidhadusonour

feettheentirenight,Icouldn’tsleepwonderingwhat

imgoingtotellntate,wherethefuckwereyouwena,

cozlastIcheckedyouknownoonehere?”

“I’mreallysorryabutiwakaIwaswithafriendandI

losttrackoftime”

“Whatfriendboitumelo?”

“wewenttovarsitytogetherandweweretalkingon

facebookItoldherIwasintownthensheaskedwe

meettocatchup,Igaveheraunty’saddressthen

shecametopickmeupimreallysorryabutiwakaI

justforgotmyphoneinthehouseIshouldhave



called”imlookingdownhopinghebelievesme,im

quitegoodatlyingIshouldbealawyer

“Thenwhydidn’tyoucomebackhome”eish

“I…I…..We…..”ohboyimtonguetight,hisgoingto

knowimlying“welosttrackoftimeanditwaslate

soshesaidIshouldsleepover”

“hmk!youknowwhatpissesmeoffisthatyou’re

lyingtome,butit’sfineIhopehewasworthlosing

mytrust.Inolongertrustyou,you’vealwaysbeena

goodgirlnevergivenusanyheadachebutnownx

nxnxnx!Iguessit’struewhentheysaygoodgirls

dogobad”withthatsaidheleavesthekitchento

thelounge,Makatlygivesmepityeyesandopens

thefringetotakeaHeinekenbeertogiveher

husband

Nowthathurts,Isitinthekitchenthinkingof



startingtoservedinnerbutimdepressedandIthink

mybrotherdoesn’twanttoseemyfacenow,letme

justgotomyroomandliedown.

ImusthavedosedoffcozIwokeuptoDinny

wakingmeup

“Tumiwakeupits08:00already”

“I’mveryhungry,yoh!(Yawning)ishestillinthe

livingroom,Idon’tknowhowtolookathimIwant

toeat”

“Heisalreadyleftforwork,Igotherelastnight

I…….”Icutheroff

“Wait…itsmorning?”I’mconfused

“Yah,youslepttheentirenightIgotherelastnightI

didn’twanttowakeyousoIsleptinthekid’sroom”

“Yoh!!Haikearobalashame(Icansleepshame)

wherearethekidsvele,Iwantedtoaskbutthings

gothectic”



“Ohtheyareonschooltriptheywillcomebackon

Friday…..Sowenawherewereyoutumi?”sheasks

veryworried

“I’mhungrylet’stalkinthekitchenbutIwaswith

Vula”IturnandInoticedshefrozeonhersteps

witheyespopped“what’swrong?”

“VulaasinVulamyboss?VulaSizwe’sfriend?”(I

nod)“Whatwereyoudoingwithmybosstumi?”

Nowimconfused,hisaboss

“Heisyourboss?Anywayheaskedmeoutinfront

ofyouandIsaidyes,whyyouaresoconfused”

“IjustthoughthewasjustkiddingandflirtingI

didn’ttakeitserioushmk!I’mgoingtokillsizwe…..

Spillheemosadinedintshang?”(Talkwomanwhat

wereyoudoing)Itellhereverythingbutleavingthe

snoringcorpsepartIdon’twantmyauntyjudging



myman,sheisshockedandIdon’tlikethefacial

expression

“TumiI’mnotgoingtolietoyouandsayimhappy

aboutthis,heismybossevenIamscaredofhimI

justtalktohimwhenhiswithsizwebutotherthan

thatwetalkstrictlyatwork,1.Thisguyisolderthan

you,2.Heiswealthyasfuck,3.Heismore

accomplishedthanyou,4.HeisaZuluaroyal,

meaninghemighthaveaZuluprincesswaitingfor

him,5.Heisjustnotforyoubabyplease”

NowimspeechlessIwanttoanswerherbutimstill

digestingallthis,lastnightwehardly‘gottoknow

eachother’insteadourbodies‘gottoknoweach

other’

“IhavetogotoworkpleasethinkaboutthisIjust

delayedworkcozTjaskedmetotalksomesense

intoyou,yourphoneisintheleavingroomcallhim

andendwhateverthisispleasebaby”
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Withthatsaidsheleaves,I’mstillshockedbutim

notendinganythinghere,shesaymybunnyisold,

imnotsurehowoldheisbutIthinkheisnotmore

thanfiveyearsolderthanmeandhimbeingrichso

what?Iscoredmyselfsomesteaknotchicken,

accomplishedornotIlovetheguyIknowit’stoo

soonbutimgenuinelyhappy,

Theonlythingthatslapshardistheroyalpart,I

thinkshehasherinformationwrongthereisno

royaltyhereandeveniftherewasIwillcrossthat

bridgewhenIgetthere,sonoauntyIdon’tseeany

majorreasontoendthingswithmybunny.



Ifinishedmybreakfastanddecidedtostart

cleaningafterwards,thehouseisnotasdirtyas

whenIarrivedthereforeIfinishquickly,thenI

decidetohaveashowersinceIwokeuplikea

snakeinthemorning,snakesjustcrawloutoftheir

holesandgoaboutlifethereisnomakingbeds,

brushingyourteethnotheyjustgo.

NowIdecidemysweeteningplan3imdoing

laundryandironingit,thereisaknockandIwonder

whoitis,oh!ItsMrdelivery,hegivesmeanother

packageafterIsigned.It’sanothercellphoneyoh!

HaiZulumandrama,thereisacardagainitreads

“BabyIdon’tknowwhatIdidbutimsorry,please

don’tpunishmelikethisansweryourphone,this

oneisalsoreadyallyouhavetodoisdialmewhen

youreceiveit.IloveyouMamtaungwakaomontle”

Inowownthreephones,letmegocheckmyother

phones,thereis24missedcallsfromyesterday’s



phonehmk!24?Thisguyisacrazy,myrealphone

isdead,IchargeitandsettleonthesofaasIcall

mysnoringcorpse

“ButhumeloIgetthatyou’remadbutyoudon’tdo

thattosomeoneyoulove”what’shetalkingabout?

Butletmetoolandlethimincriminatehimself“I

wasparkedoutsideyesterdaywaitingforyoutocall

mesoIcananswerformycrimesbutyoudidn’tcall

andIcouldn’tjustbudgeinyourbrother’shouse,I

amsorrybabywhatexactlydidIdowrong”he

finallystopsrambling

“BabyI’mnotmadatyou,thephonewasonsilent

yesterdaywhenIwasansweringyourcrimesandI

forgottocheckitbeforeIsleep”hebreathsheavily

“Ithoughtyouweremadatmeandthismorning

whydidn’tyouanswer”



“EishbabyIforgottocheckitanditwasstillon

silentsoIdidn’thearit”

“Hai!Youandphone,anywayImissyoubaby

pleasehavelunchwithmeI’mgoinghome

tomorrowafterworkIwillcomebackSunday”now

Sangoisruiningmysweeteningplans,Iwantedto

dolaundryandironitandcooksomesampmy

brotherloveitandtheweatherispermittingforit

butthewhoreinmetellsmenottodisappointmy

manforanotherwoman’sman

“Whenisyourlunchbaby,Iwantedtodosomestuff

here”

“Willyoubedoneby13:30?”

“yeahbabyletmedropthecallsoIcanfinishupin

time”

“PleasekeepyourphoneclosetoyouIdon’twantto

sendthethirdphone”webothlaugh

“Okaybabybye”Idropthecall,atleastIhave



enoughtimetodolaundryasforironingIwillseeit

tomorrowandthestampo(samp)canwaitIwill

preparesomethinglighterwhenIgetback.

Ifinishmylaundryanddecidetotakeanother

showerphelaIwanttosmellniceformyzuluman,

IswitchmyphoneonaftermyshowerasIwaitfor

myman,messagesfromWhatsAppreporttobe

484andIdon’tbothercozIknowtheyaremostly

fromgroupsIknowimnotthatfamoustohave

about484messages.Thereis8missedcalls,4

frommybrotheryesterday,2fromDinny,1frommy

dadand1fromTsietsi.Isendamessagetomy

cerebrumtoremindmetocallmydadandtsietsi

lateron,kantiwhereisheitsalmost13:30……oh

therehecallsphonenumberthree

“Hello”

“Whereareyourphonemanners,youdon’tanswer

thephonesaying‘hello’whenyouspeaktotheman

youlove,yousaythingslike‘mylove’‘baby’‘honey’



youknowthosekindofthings”

“Whosaidyou’rethemanIlove?Peoplelikegiving

themselvespromotions”hechuckles

“Iamoutsidebaby”

“Okay”Idropthecallandgobacktomyroomto

seeifimstillprettyenough.

Whyisheparkedsofar,heislikethreehouses

awayandthisdressistooshortIthoughthewillbe

bythegateIdidn’tthinkimgoingtowalk,Ikeep

stretchingitdownasIwalkandthisguywatering

thelawnfrommyneighbour’shousewhistlesand

waveasIpass,thereisagroupofboysbythe

verandaandtheyalsowhistletoomakingmemore

uncomfortable,

IworethisdresscozIwantedhimtowhistleand

lookatmelikeI’mamealnotthisfools,hestepsoff

thecarasIapproachandhegetscoat,Istandin

frontofhimnowthatthereisnowinemyshy

characterisouttoplay,Idon’tknowifIshouldhug

himorwhat,Imanagetosayalow“Hi”hetakesthe



coatandcoverme“aren’tyoucold,whyyou

wearingsuchashortdress,youshouldn’twalk

aroundstreetswearingsuchashortdress,youwill

evencatchcold”Lordcomesaveme

“It’scloudynotcoldandIwantedyoutoseemy

legs”hesmilesshowinghisdimplesthenhepulls

mecloseenoughforhimtopeckmylips

“IloveyourlegsandIwouldlovetoseethemevery

daybutindoorsandthisdressisnotjustshowing

legsit’sshowingmythighstoosonobaby”Jesus

whatiswrongwiththisman,letmetoolandlethim

be,Ijustdecidetonodsoweendthisstupid

conversation,hetakesmybagandopensthedoor

forme…..Thebackdoorshitwehavecompany

“Dumelang”Isay

“Yebomakoti,hellomakoti”theybothsayinunison

“MakotiIloveyourdress,youshouldwearshort



dressesmoreoftentheylookgoodonyou”Mtho

sayswithasmirkonhisfaceandVulagiveshima

deathstare

“ThankyoubutIonlyhavethisone”whichisnot

truebytheway

“Don’tworryIwillgladlytakeyoushoppingtobuy

more,youcantakeitasahappycomingbirthdayor

happygonebirthday”heisprovingeverydaytobe

ayellowbone“Butdon’tshowhimtoomuchlegs

hemightcollapsebyjustlookingatyou”mxmnow

imnotgoingtoanswerthattheymakingfunofmy

man

“Bythewaybabywhenisyourbirthday”hispulling

thiscoatdownasheasksthisandthecoatis

beneathmykneeadon’tknowanymore

“09Maybaby,yours?”thetwointhefrontturn

whenIsaythis,theylooksurprised,Mthoiseven

frowning

“09Maytoo”Ilaughandtellhimtostopkiddingbut

insteadhereachesforhiswalletandgivesmehis



ID,09May1985,wowimsurprisedtoobutim

surprisedthatheissevenyearsolderthanme“I

guesswillsavemoneybecausewillshareourcake”

imstilllaughingbutheseemstobethinking

somethingtogetherwithMtho

“Ndunaletspassbythemallfirst”hesaysafter

almosttwominutesofsilenceandstillholdingthe

coatdownfordearlife,mynormalphoneringsand

it’stooloud,hehandsmemybagItakeitoutand

eish……yahthisisapressingmatter,Ifeelhotallof

sudden,ifthingsyouspeakbyheartcanhappen

withinseconds,Iwouldsay‘Tsietsidon’tcallnow,

infactdon’tevercall’

“Hello”IsayasIanswerthephone

“Haufinallykaofumana,henengonyametsekeo

etseditseditextWhatsApp”(finallyIgetholdofyou,

you’vebeenAWOLIeventextedyouonWhatApp)

hesaysandthisgivesmealightbulbmomentto

speakinSesotho



“Sorrynekemisplace’tsephoneyaka,onoreng”

(sorryImisplacedmyphone,whatwereusaying)

I’mkeepingmycoolIdon’twantanymistakesnot

withbaenexttome

“Ohnonekereretsweforlunchcozkeharabekeke

tlaobonahantlekaweekend”(Iwassayingwe

shouldgooutforlunchcozit’sweekdays,Iwillsee

youproperlyduringtheweekend)nowthebeast

nexttomeisfrowningletmeendthiscall

“Okaysharpwilltalk”Iendthecallandimpraying

hedoesn’tcallbacktosayhewasn’tdone,letme

putitonflightmode.

Wegettothemallandbeastyheretellsmetostay

inthecar,heandMthobothgoinside,I’mleftwith

Nduna,Ihavenoticedhisnotmuchofatalkative,I

thinkofgoingthroughmyWhatsAppbutwhatifhe



callsandNdunaishere,hailetmejustclosemy

eyesforaminute

Theycomebackveryquickly,hehasjustanidentity

plasticbagandheputsitonmythighs

“What’sthis,youwantedtobuyclothes?”

“Yeah,openitIhopetheyfitunliketheone’syouleft

atmysanctuary”Iopentheplasticandoohh!this

dressesarebeautifulbutwhywouldhebuyme

dresses,ishereallybotheredthatmuchaboutmy

dress,nowimkindapissed“MthoIthoughtItold

youtotellMarytobuysize32,whydidshebuy

suchbigdresses

“HaiBafoIdon’tknowbutItoldheryousaid32

maybesheforgot,theydidn’tfityouproperly

makoti”weenteranotherhousethisoneisbigger

thantheotherone

“Theywerequitebigsize48ifIstillremember

correctly”Vulafixesthecoatoncemoreandtakes

mybagandtheplastic“babywhosehouseisthis,

isityourfamilyhome?Ican’t…..”hecutsmeoff



“ThisisNduna’shousemylove”theguysfrownsat

usandleavesusinthecarshakingtheirheads,we

finallyleavethecarafterIaskhimagainwhywe

arehereandhesaysNduna’shelpcooksthebest

meals

Thishouseisalsobeautifulbutthisoneistoo

homelyunliketheotherone,hepullsmyhandup

thestairsandweendupinwhatlookslikethemain

bedroomhesitbytheedgeofthebedandpullsme

betweenhislegs,hetellsmetowearanyoffthe

dressesintheplasticbag

“mxm!I’mneverdoinganythingforyou,Iworethis

dressthinkingyougoingtolikeitandnow……”

“BabyIlovethedresssomuchsthandwasambut

notwhenwegoingtoeatlunchwithmybrothers…..”

“WhyareweeatingwithMthoandNdunaandI

thoughtyousaidyouonlyhavesisters”



“BloodrelatedyesIhavesistersonlybutfamily

wiseIhavemorebrothersthansistersandplease

canwetalkaboutthissomeothertimenowjust

changemylove”Idecidetochangeandlethimbe

buthislookingatmecarefullyasIchange,he

standsupandkissesmyshoulderthenfixesthe

strapofthedress“nowyoulookliketheperfect

zulumakoti,theonlythingmissingisadoek”I

laugh

Wegodownstairsandhisholdingmyhandallthe

way,IhearlaudlaughterandbeforeIregisterwhat

isallthisnoisewearestandinginalongtablefull

ofmenandnowthey’requitelookingatusasifwe

werethelaudones,

ItryturningbackbutVulasqueezesholdmy

shouldersmakingmestandonthespotandkiss

themboth,nowimlookingdowncozIdon’tknow

howtotakethis,andthefoolbehindmeisnot



makingiteasykissingmyshoulders,Ithought

whenhesaidweeatingwithhisbrothershewas

talkingaboutNdunaandMthonotthisbafana

bafanateaminfrontofme.

“MadodathisisyourQueen,Mamtaung.Mamathis

aremybrothers,youalreadyknowMthoand

Nduna”hepullsmeclosertothetable,whyarethey

soquitetheyweremakingnoiseearlierlikeschool

kidstoldtherewillbenoschoolthewholeyear,he

pullsachairformetositandhesitsnexttome,

thenhepointsonebyone

“thisisSdumo”theyeruptinlaughter“imkidding

hisNdumiso,nexttohimisMohapi,Sbusiso,

Nhlakanipo,Tumisho,Sipho,Nkosinathi,Mbulelo,

Bulelani,Xolaniandbuhlenexttoyou”thetable

eruptsinlaughteragain“I’mkiddingagainbabyhis

Nkululeko”theyallshowtheirgratitudebybowing

theirheadssayingtheyarepleasedtomeetme



TheonecalledNdumisoshoutsMarytobringfood,

Ifigurehisolderhehasabitofgreyhair,imholding

Vula’shandfordearlifeandIthinkhepicksupthat

imuncomfortable,thetwoladiescomeinwith

bowelsandtowels,oneofthemisMary,shestarts

withVulatheotheronecomestomebutIshakemy

headnoshemovestoNkululekonexttomeand

theycircleuntiltheydone,thisguysareconversing

likeimnotevenhere,thetopicissoccer,thentaxis

then,thenfarmsthenacertainNkabindename

whomtheyswearliketheyfounderswearing

dictionaries.

Theladiescomebackwithplates,MarygivesVula

hisfirstsheputsitnicelyinfrontofhimbutmine

yoh!Sheliterallythrowsit,thereistoomuchpap

andlessmeatinmyplatebutVula’splateisalmost

fullofmeat,andhispapisshapedmineevenlooks

likemakhokho(papbase)butthefoolnexttomeis

notnoticinganythinghisalreadydigginginasking

Zinhletobringhimchakalaka.



ThisMarywomanIhopeI’mwrong,firstthe

dresses,thenthegreetingnowthethrowingof

platesandlessmeathmk!IhopeI’mstill

dickmatized.Adickcanmakeyouseethingsthat

arenotthere,youbecomeclingyandjealousover

pettythings.

Idon’twanttoseemrudeItakepieceofvorsand

eatit,theplateconsistofpapandjustmeat,mixof

chicken,beefandvors,thereischakalakamoving

aroundthetablethosewhowantsithelps

themselves.Vulaisdonewithhisplate,otherguys

arestillhalfwaythroughtheirplates,helooksatme

thenmyplate

“Sthandwasam,youneedanyhelp?Yougoing

finishthatpap”Ilaughshakingmyheadno

“Thentheysayimtheonewhocaneatthewhole

cowalone”it’soneofthemIthinkit’sNhlakanipho

ifI’mcorrect,theylaughatVulaheaskMohapito



passhimchakalaka,heeatsmyplatesofastthat

hefinishesthesametimeasthegents.“Haiuinja

Vulaumdlelakanjaniumfazi”(you’readogVula,

howdoyoueatyourwife’sfood)it’sNhlakanipho

again

“LeavemealoneNhlaks,mywifeisnotstingylike

yours”theyeruptinlaughteragainthenVulayells

maryfordrinks,theycomebackwithAmstel,

Heinekensomecastle,theyjustputtheminthe

middleandpeopletakewhatevertheprefer

“Makotiyouwantsomewine”hehasthebiggest

smirkonhisface,Ndunatriestohidehislaughter

behindthegreenbottlebuthefails,Ijustshakemy

headtoanswerhimthenheyellsforMarytobring

mejuice.Marydoesastoldsheputsitroughlyin

frontofmeandspillsabitonthetable,theguynext

tomelooksatitasIpickmyslightlyspilledjuice,

heholdsmyhandandyellsforMarytocomeback,

noweveryoneislookingathim



“Cleanthismessandcomebackwithacleanglass

andasealedbottleshewillpooritherself”Ishake

myheadtryingtosaynoit’sfinebuthegivesMary

astare,Marytakestheglassandleavesandwithin

secondsshecomesbackastold,Iopenmyjuice

andpooritinaglassanddrink

“Nkulewhatwasthat”Ndumisotheolderoneasks

“Ithinkshedoesn’tlikeumakoti,shegavehera

platefullofpapanomeatandnowshespilledher

drink”Nkululekosays,thankgodimnot

dickmatized

“Hau!Iatethatplatetherewasmeatthere”Vula

saysfrowning

“Nkosanafoodtoyouisjustfoodsopleaseshutup

IknowwhatIsaw”Nkululekosaysnowim

confusedwhoisnkosana

“Makotiisthattrue”theolderguyisaskingandhe



isquiteseriousnow,I’mconflictedIdon’twantto

throwMaryunderthebusandIwanttosidewith

Nkululekoonceagain

“WhereisbabGumede”nowpeoplelaughtheir

lungsout,sighIdodgedthebulletIdon’tevenknow

whyIasked,IjustsawthatBabNdumisolookslike

Gumede

“Hedidsayifhewasstillinhisages,hewouldgive

VulaatightcompetitionIseeyoufeelthesame

way”Ndumisosays,peoplearestilllaughing,he

standsuplookingathiswatch“Makotiit’salmost

fourwehavetogoitwasnicemeetingyouandIwill

tellmybrothertocallyou”theyallstandlaughing

praisingGumede’sgame

“Welcometothefamilymakotibutpleaselearn

Isizulu,minaIcan’tspeakEnglishforalongtimeI

leftschoolfortoiletbreakandIneverwentback

eventodaytheystillthinkiminthetoilet”Ithinkit’s



SbusisoifI’mnotmistaken,Ijustsmileandnod

“Haisukaubudoomwena”……..theconversation

continuesastheywalkoutnowimleftwithmy

monkey,Igivehimadeathstare

“Imsorrysthandwasamyouwouldn’thavecomeif

Itoldyou”

“Remindmetoneverdolunchwithyou,let’sgoit’s

lateIstillhavetocook”IsayasIstandbutheholds

mywaistandtellmetositdownabithewillbe

back…..Hecomesbackwithabagofsteers

“EatsthandwasamIknewyouwouldn’teatukudla

kwamadoda(man’sfood)soIboughtyouthis”I

wanttoaskwhenbutIreallyhavetogoit’sfour

now

“BabyIwilleatathomeIreallyhavetogo”

“Okay”hetakesmyhand…..Hisdrivingtoday,there

isnoMthoorNduna

“Howdiditgoyesterdaymylove,ishemad”



“HisbeyondmadSangoandIcan’tevenlookhimin

theeye”

“I’msorryIputyouinthatpositionhewillcome

aroundgivehimtime”Inod“babywhat’swithyou

andthisTsietsiguy”Ilookathimshocked“Imay

strugglespeakingSothobutIunderstandit

perfectlyandyourphonespeakerisloudenough

forapersonnexttoyoutohear,nowanswerme”

hai!Nowiminshitletmejustbehonest

“Heismyexbaby,wedatedinvarsitythenwe

becamefriendsaftersometimeandhecalled

becauseIhadtoldhimimcomingtojoburgsohe

wassupposedtoshowmearoundandhelpme

applyforajob”henods,hisactuallycalmnotangry

“Sowhydidyouputyourphoneonflightmodeafter

talkingtohim”

“IkindadroppedthecallsoIdidn’twanthimcalling

backcozIsawyourangryface”hechuckles



“Pleasedon’tgomeetingthisguy,Iwillshowyou

joburgmyselfandasforapplyingwhatdidyoudo

inschool”

“Waterandenvironmentalengineering”hefrowns

“Whatthehellisthat”Ilaughbuthisphonerings

beforeIcananswerhimhecloseshiseyesandtells

mehehastoanswerthis,Inod

“Ndlovukazi……….Yebo(yes)……..Friday……….No

malumeKnoGumede(withuncleKandGumede)…….

Wearepackedthreehousesawayfrommybrother

andhedoesn’tlooklikehisgoingtofinishanytime

soon,IsignhimtocallmeandIreachformybagat

thebackandIattempttoopenthedoorbuthe

holdsmyhandquitefirmly

“Mangicelaubambekancane”(Mompleaseholda

bit)hepressesthephoneonhisstomach

“I’msorrysthandwasam,Iwillcallyoulaterneah

andmaybeIwilltrytoseeyoutomorrowbeforeI

leave,nowgiveyourBunnyakiss”Inodandkiss



himsoftly.Iopenthecarandruntothehouseashe

drivesoff.

Iwanttostartwithdinnerimmediately,Idecideto

makericeandchickencurryandbutternutbutthere

isnobutternutinthishouse,letmejustmakerice

andchickencurryIwillseewhatelsetomake,I

collectmywashingfromtheliningoutsideandfold

itasimcooking,Igetdonewithwashing,nowI’m

leftwiththecurry.

“Hmmmitsmellsniceinhere,okae?Ophehileng?”

(Howareyou?Whatareyoucooking?)Makatly

saysopeningthepot,theyjustwalkedinwithmy

brother

“Keyaphelalona?”(I’mokay,howareyou?)My

brotherjustpassesbyhedoesn’tevengreetme

andIcan’tlookhimintheeye

“Wefine,givehimtimebabyokay”Inodwithteary

eyes,mybrotherismybestfriendimnotusedto

thissilentcoldshoulderhisgivingme,Makatly



disappearsdownthepassagefollowingthe

husband.

IopenthepotandtasteIthinkit’sreadyfor

digestion,Iturnoffthestoveandleavethepotopen

soitcouldcooloff.Igotomyroomtocheckmy

phonesIseethereisnomissedcalls,eishIforgot

togiveVulahisphonesback,Isendanother

messagetomecerebrumtoremindmeofthe

phones.

Igotothekitchentostartthetable,mybrotherwas

inthekitchendrinkingwaterandmakatlywas

alreadysettingthetable,mybrotherleftthekitchen

whenIentered……….Makatlyjustshookherhead,I

decidetodisappearIdon’twanttomakehim

uncomfortableinhishouse,Igetinmyroomand

remembermysteerbag,Ieatmyburgermealand

thenclimbthebed,Icheckforanymissedcalls

fromVulabutthereisnone

“Tumicomeeatyourfoodisgettingcold”sheyells



fromoutsidethedoor

“NoausiIateearlierimstillfull”Ilieyesimfullbut

imnotfullfromearlierfood,imfullfrommybaby’s

burgermeal

“Okaybabybutpleasecomelet’swatchtvabit”

sigh

“OkayausiI’mcoming”Itakemygownandfastenit

thenheadtothelounge,eishthehusbandishere

andhelookspissed,Makatlypatsthesitnexttoher

“I’msorryausiIcametotakemychargerI’mtired”

“Ohyoumustbe,youshouldn’tbotheryourself

muchwithhousechores,MmeAgnesiscoming

backnextweek,Ijustgaveheraweekoffcozthe

boyswerenothere”Makatlysays

“Andshewillbeneedingherroomback”mybrother

say,hishouseonlyhasthreebedroombutIthought

mmeAgneswasusingtheoutsideroom

“OhIwillmovetotheoutsideroomtomorrow”

“No,it’soccupied”



“IguessIwillmovebackwithmani(Aunty)Dinny”

“Noyoumovebackhome,Ican’thaveawhoring

sisterinjoburg,it’sbestyougowhoreinyour

father’shouse”withthatsaidhestandsupand

bumpsmebythedoorasIwasstillstandingbythe

door

“Imsorrynanadon’tmovehisjustmad”shegives

meahugandfollowherhusband

TobehonestI’mhurt,I’mbrokenthismanhas

alwaysbeenmyheronotevenoncehashecalled

menamesnowima‘whore’,Imanagedtogetsome

sleepthatnightalthoughmyheartwasbrokenand

whatbrokeitfurtherisIdidn’tgetacallfromVula

thatnight,thisis‘nicedickthings’theguydoesn’t

callonceandimalreadybrokenI’mneverhaving

hisnicedickagainitturnsmeintoanemotional

pillow.

Thankyouforthesupport
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IwokethefollowingmorningtoVula’scall

“VULA”

“Yoh!Goodmorningmylove,youhearme?‘my

love’somethingsweettocallsome….”

“Whydidn’tyoucalllastnight?Youpromisedtocall

andyoudidn’t”I’mpissedandimnotsureifit’sthe

morningorwhat

“Eish,I’msorrymybabyIlosttrackoftimechilling

withmybro’sandwhenI……”

“Nevermind,mybrothersaidI’mwhore,hesaidI’m

whoringinjoburg”myvoiceisbreakingnowI’m

secondstotearylandandmydearboyfriendit’slike

hislaughingwhat’sfunnyaboutbeingcalleda

whore



“I’msorrymylove,whatdoyouwantmetodo,you

wantmetocallmybrotherstocomebeathimupso

hestopmakingmybabycry”mxmidiot“I’msorry

mylove,haveyoueatenbreakfast”

“NoandnoI’mnotjoiningyouforbreakfast”he

chuckles

“WhosaidIwasgoingtoaskyoutojoinme,

anywaycanIseeyoubeforeIleavebabymaybeI

cangetoneroundtostrengthenmeforthe

weekend”mxmhisnevertastingmycookiethisone

“NOandbye…”Idropthecall,thisguy!

Idecidetowakeupandstartmyday,Igothrough

mydailyroutinewhichisbathingandcleaning,Iwill

cooklater.IironthelaundryandI’mquite

exhaustedafterthat,Ithrowmyselfonthecouch

tryingtocatchupwithmyfavouriteshowsbutmy

stomachcriesforattention,Ihaven’teatensince

morningsometimesIforgettoeatwhenI’mangry,

mytastebudsarequitedeadtodayIfeellikeeating

thatburgerVulaboughtmelastnightletmecall



him

“Mybunny”Isayverylovinglyphelamygold

diggingselfisouttoplayvandag

“Mysoul”hesoundsquitehappyifonlyheknew

“BabyakereyousaidIshouldn’tgoaroundwearing

shortdresses”hechuckles

“Yesbaby”hishappy

“WellI’mveryhungryandI’mcravingthatburger

youboughtmeyesterdaymanjeIcan’tgotothe

shopsbecauseit’shotandI’mwearingashort

dress”helaughsoutloud

“I’mgladyounolongermadatme,Ndunawillbring

itwithin15minutessthandwasam”

“Okaybabythankyou”amakeakissingsoundthen

dropthecall

NowIsitpatientlywaitingformymeal,letmecall

mydadinthemaintimeIhaven’tspokentohim



properlysinceIarrivedhereevenLulu,shemust

thinkimabadfriend.

Whyismydadnotpickingupheisthetypeperson

whoanswersonthefirstringhisphoneisalways

withhim,Icallhimagainbutitringsunanswered

nowimbeginningtoworrywhatifsomething

happenedtohimhisallaloneinthathouse.My

phoneringsinmyhanditsunknownnumber

“Hello”Isay

“Sawubonamakotisingaphandle”(hellomakotiwe

outside)Ireplybyokayanddropthecall,Irushout

cozimreallyhungry.Thecarisparkedrightbehind

thegate,Iopenthegateandgoknockonthe

window

“Dumelang”Isayafterthewindowisrolleddown

“Whydon’tyougetinsidethecarwedon’tbite”

that’sMthoforyou,IwasonlyexpectingNdunanot



himtoo“okayIseeyouonlyloveMr.Collapse,mi

hesaidyou’rewearingashortdressbutIseejeans

I’mgoingtotellhim”hegivesmethepaperbag

“Ididn’tknowyou’reasnitch”Isayandtheyboth

laugh“Anywaythankyou”Iturntoleavebut…….

“Waitthat’snotall”Ndunasayfiddlingsomethingin

hiswallet,hetakesacardoutandgivesittoMtho

whoisbythewindowthenhehandsittome,Ijust

lookatthemconfusedcozIdidn’taskforanycard

“Hesaidweshouldgiveyouthatalsoyoualready

knowthepinits1234spelledbackward”Mtho

laughs,I’mnottakingnocardIknowimagold

diggerbutnah

“Ididn’taskforanycard……”Mthocutsme

“Everheardofgirlfriendallowance?Thisisit,spoil

yourself,bookyourselfaspamassageLordknows

youneeditafterawholezulumancollapsedontop

ofyou”hisanidiotthisone



“Thankyouforthefood”Ileavethenonsenseone

yellingmyname,Iaskedforfoodnotacardhau!

ThisguyI’moffendedwhatdoeshetakemefor,a

golddigger?YesI’monebutIdon’tdigthatdeep,

mydiggingholesarequiteshallownotthatdeep.I

digairtimes,Data,lunchandsometimessaloon

feesnotawholecardyoh!

Ienjoythefruitsofmydigginggamewatchingtv,

someoneiscallingIlookandit’smyemployer

“Bunny”Isaywithafullmouth

“MysoulweareleavingthisafternoonIthoughtI

couldseeyouandgiveyouthecardmyselfbeforeI

leavebutIcan’timtightuphere,pleasegooutside

andtakethecardIwon’tbeabletobuyyouyour

burgerandkfcthingswhenI’maway”kfcthings

thisguy

“NobabyIcan’t……”

“Myloveyoudon’twantmetospoilyou,howdo

youthinkthatmakesmefeellikeasyourman?Do

youhavesomeonespoilingyou?”NowIknow



wherethisisgoing

“Vulaimnottakingnocardbye”Idropthecalland

switchoffthephonecozIhaveafeelinghemight

callback,Ilookoutthewindowandseethecaris

stillparkedoutsideyoh!Somepeoplemaratopark

outsideyourbrother’sgirlfriendhousefor……thereis

aringingphoneinmyroomeishkonjeIdigphones

aswell,ImightaswellreturnthemIforgottogive

themtohimyesterday

NdunaisonthephoneasIapproachI’mholdingthe

twophonesinmyhand,Mthostepsoutofthecar

beforeIreachtothemheputssomethingonthe

groundbythegatethenherushesbacktothecar

“Thereisyourcardonthegroundmakotienjoyyour

massagetellthemtoaddthoseoilsyouneedthem”

MthosaysandtheyspeedoffbeforeIcouldargue

anythingsighItakethecardandgobacktothe

housewithmyextratwocellphones,I’ma

completegolddiggernoIthinkI’maplatinum

digger,I’mmightaswellstartwithdinnerI’mnot



goingtoseemyVulatoday.

IcookeddinnerandmadesureIeatbeforemy

brothercomesbackthenIdisappearedtothe

bedroom,tomorrowit’sSaturdayIdon’tknowhow

wegoingtoco-existIdon’twanttopisshimsome

moremaybeIshouldgobackhomemyfather

wouldneverkickmeoutnomatterwhatIdid,Ithink

Imanagedtosleepthroughmythoughts…….

Eisheverbeenwokenupfromabeautifulsleep?

Thekindofsleepwhereyouwakeupwithawet

pillow,that’sme,thetworascalsarejumpingonthe

bed,oneisonmynecktheotheroneisonmy

stomach.Itotallyforgottheyarecomingback

today

“Auntywakeupmommysayit’sdinnertime”they

singjumpingonmybed,kids,I’mnevermaking

them



“STOPJUMPING”myevilauntycharacterisoutto

play,theystopandlookateachother“comekiss

me,Ihaven’tseenyousinceIarrivedandyoutwo

don’tkissandhugauntyfirstbutjumponmybed,

youverybad”

“I’msorryaunty”theysayinunison,Itellthemto

tellmommyIhavealreadyeaten.

IswitchonmyphoneandgothroughWhatsApp

Tsietsi;Heybeautifulcanwehangouttomorrow

Me;I’mnotsure,mybrotherisgivingmeahard

time

Tsietsi;why?

Me;it’salongstory

Tsietsi;can’tyoumakeaplan,Ireallymissyou

Me;I’msorryIcan’tmaybebomanextweekwhen

hiscalmeddown

Tsietsi;Ireallymissyouatsebanana

Me:(Isendablusingemoji)Goodnight



IexitWhatAppbeforehereplies,letmecallMy

Sangoo,itringsbuthedoesn’tanswerimvery

disappointedIputmyphoneawayandsleep.

HmmmIopenmyeyesandit’smorningalready,I

makemybedanddecidetogohaveabath,thebath

isdirtyittellsthatIsharewiththerascalsnow,I

cleanitfirstthensoakmyselfin,tobehonestI’m

delayingcozIdon’thowI’mgoingtolookatmy

brother“auntyIwanttopee”zany’svoicecomes

fromoutside,Iquicklywipemyselfandlethimin,I

passmybrotherdownthepassageandIgreethim

buthedoesn’tanswer.

Idecidetotakemyphoneandreadtopasstime.

Makatlyshoutsfromthekitchenthatbreakfastis

ready,IwanttogoeatcozI’mreallyhungrybutI

can’tstandmybrother’slook,Icallmyauntytoask

ifIshouldvisithershetellsmesheisatsizwe’s.



Mystomachisnotmakingthingseasier,Idecideto

goeatIcan’thideinhereforever.Everyoneissited,

theylaughingfrommybrother’sjokes.Igreet

Makatlyandpullachairtositbutmybrothergives

mealookandthentakeshisfoodleavesthetable.

Yoh!I’mfull,I’mfullofemotionsIthankMakatly

andleavethetable.I’mgoingbackhomeIamnot

welcomedinthishouse.Ichangemyclothesand

packmybag.

IleavethetwophonesandthecardinthedrawerI

willtellDinnytogivethemback.Idragmysuitcase

downthepassage,lookslikethereisnooneinthis

housesavesmetheheartbreak.

*****

Tosaymyfatherissurprisedisanunderstatement

helookingatmelikeI’mawalkingdead,hefinally

putsthenewspaperdownandcomestohugme



“Sunflowerwhereisyourbrother,isheokay”he

asksstillsurprised

“Yespapahisfine”Isaydraggingmysuitcaseto

myroom

“Whatareyoudoinghere”heasksstandingbythe

door

“Thisismyhomeandmyhousepapa”Isaysitting

onmybedfishingformycellphoneinmybagthe

batterydiedwhenIwasontheway,Iwantto

chargeitsoIcancallDinnytogocollectthethings

sheneedstoreturn

“SunflowerIknowthisisyourhousenunubutwe

agreed……”

“Youkickingmeouttoo”hefrownsandcomesto

sitnexttomethenherubsmybackwhilehugging

me

“Taukickedyouout?”Inodcryinghedoesn’task

why“Stopcryingmynunu,let’sgowatchtvandeat

icecream”Inod



IchargemyphoneandleaveittherethenIgotothe

leavingroomwhereIfindmyauntyDimpho(my

father’ssistertheonethatsnitchedonDinny)and

grandfatheruncleMorena(myfather’sbrother,his

theeldestbythewaythenfollowedbyaunty

dimpho,thenmyfatherandlastlyDineo).I’m

surprisedtoseethemhere

“Whatareyoudoinghere?”Iaskstandingbythe

door

“Whereareyourmannersyounglady?Didwewake

upnexttoyou”Ntatemoholo(unclemorena)say

pissed

“I’msorryntatemoholoimjust……”

“Evenpeoplewhohadsexthepreviousnightgreet

eachotherinthemorning”AuntyDeesayannoyed,

thisonehasalosemouth

“Kekopatshwarelobaholobaka,kempakemaketse

holebona”(myapologiesmyeldersIwasjust

surprisedtoseeyou)Isaybowingabit,myuncleis

achiefbackhomehelovesrespecttoomuch.He



nodhappily

“Nowcomegiventatemoholoahug”Ithrowmyself

inhisembracehissqueezesmekissingmycheeks

“Manekekopatshwarelo”(AuntyI’msorry)Isayto

thisonecozIknowshelikesdramaandsheloves

specialattention

“Ihaveneverbeensodisrespectedinmyentire

life…….”Mygrandfatherlooksatmeshakeshis

headbeforehecutsheroff

“Dimphongwanaokopiletshwarelokganthe

bothatakeng?Pitsatsahaodiyatjhakokitchen”

(Dimphothechildapologisedwhat’syourproblem

now,yourpotsareburninginthekitchen)my

grandfathersayannoyed

“Gocheckthepotswena”myauntsaygivingmean

evileye,Idoastold

“Whereispapa”Iasksittingnexttomygrandfather,

Idon’tlikethelookmyauntisgivingme

“Mypoorlittlebrothermustpayforotherman’ssin



akere,hewenttobuyyouicecream”myauntsay

stilllookingatmebutherfocusisbelowmybreasts,

mxmI’mnotgoingtoentertainthisonesheisa

bitteroldwomen,sheneedsaman.

“NtateMoholobakaeboabutiLekgotlaleabuti

morena”(granddadwhereisabrotherLekhotlaand

morena,mycousins)hesmiles

“Morenawasaskingaboutyou,areyounolonger

visitbecauseyou’relazyto…….”Myfatherwalksin

screamingmyname

“Ohcomeseewhatpapagotforyoubaby,sithere”

ImovefrommygrandfatherandIsitonmy

favouritepositionwhichisbetweenhislegssitting

downonthecarpetandhimonthesofa,hehands

metheplasticandthereisicecream,yoghurt,

sweetsandchocolate.“Deegivemynunuaspoon

sheneedstoeat”myauntygivesmeanevileye,I

getmespoonmyselfandabowlIfeellikestarting

withicecreamandyoghurt,Iputthetwoinabowl

thenputtherestofmynicethingsinthefridge.Isit



onmyfavouritepositionagain

“HowoldisthischildwenaTau”AuntyDeeasks

clearlyannoyed

“Oldenoughtobemynununowpleasebackoff

frommychildsheisstressed”

“Boysstress?HmmmIalreadyknow,whoishe?”

myauntyaskslookingatme

“AbutiTau”Isayindulginginmyicecream,her

eyespopsliketheygoingtofallonthefloor

“Yooh!Modimorefositsekae”(Godwheredidwe

wrongyou)shestandsupputtingherhandsonher

head,noweveryoneislookingatherconfusedeven

I’mconfused“HowcouldTaudothis,hisownsister,

hisblood,ohmygodmychildI’mgoingtotakeyou

toMohokaretocleanseyouinthemorning,Iwill

callLekgotlatobringyouDurbanseawatersoyou

drinkittocleanseyouinside”sheiscryingnow,she

kneelsnexttomeandengulfsmeinhug“Letitall



outbaby,Tauisgoingtopayforthis,howcouldhe

puthisparalyseddickinyou,I’mgoingtocallmy

sangomatocastlight………”

“WHAT”Bothmyfatherandgranddadsaystanding

up,I’mshockedwhosaidanyparalyseddick

enteredme,Ihadaveryhealthydickthankyou

“Dimphoexplainyourself”mygrandfathersay

fuming,hisstillstanding.Myfatherkneelsinfront

witheyesfulloftears,ifheblinksthey’regoingto

fall

“Hau!AkereshejusttoldusTauimpregnatedher”

shesayfrowning,myfatherinfrontofmeblinks

andtheyfallnowIfeeltheurgetocrytoo,Idon’t

wanttoseemydadlikethis.Thismanismyhero

“Whendidshesaythat”Mygrandadisnow

frowninglookingatAuntyDee

“Haibo!PeopleIaskedhernowandshesaidits

Tau….”



“AuntyyouaskedwhoisstressingmeItoldyouits

abutiTauandwhosaidimpregnant?”Myfather

wipeshistearsthenwipesminebeforestandingup

goingbacktohissit,IhearabigNXA!Frommy

grandfatherbeforehesitsdown

“Dimphodoyouwanttokillme?”Myfatherasks

slightlylaughing

“Nobut….”

“Sitdownandletmeexplain”myfathercutsheroff

“MysunflowerisstressedbecauseTaukickedher

out,you’retheonewhoneedscleansingfrom

Mohokareriverforsayingthattabooyoujustsaid

withyourmouth”Mygrandfatherislaughing

“Oh!HaiI’msorrynnake,wenahee‘missmybrother

kickedmeout’whydidhekickyouout?Didhefind

outyourpregnantandkickyouout”nowthis

pregnancythingispissingmeoff



“I’mgoingtosaythisonceandyoubetterlisten

becauseIdon’twanttodisrespectyou,IAMNOT

PREGNANT,NOTPREGNANTDIMPHOMOTAUNG

NXA!”Istandupfumingandstormtomyroom

“Didthischildjustsaynxa!Tome,TauIwillbreak

thatthingand……….”IhearheryellingbackasIwalk

downthepassage

Myauntispieceof…….letmenotsayit,she

annoyedtheshitoutofme,Iswitchonmyphone

andmessagescomesfloodinginYoh!29missed

calls.I’macelebritypeople,mybrother,Dinny,

MakatlyandVulaonly4peopleresultin29missed

calls,letmeseetheratio.Vula:15,Tau:9,Dinny:7,

Makatly:3

15:9:7:3that’stheratiopeople,letmestartwiththe

smallestratiososhetellsherhusbandIlefthis

houselikehewanted,



“HellomamaHlony”Isaywhenshepickup

“Childyoubetterhaveanexplanation….”

“AusiMakatlehoI’mhomeandIarrivedsafely”Icut

heroffbeforeshestartwithhowpissedthe

husbandis

“HomeasinhomeFS?”

“Yes”

“HauTumiwhy?Iknow…..”Icuther

“Ausihekickedmeoutandyouwerethere,hedidn’t

wantmeinhishouse,Ijustcalledtotellyou”Isay

“Nanayoucan’tleavethingslikethis…..”

“Ausithatmanhatesme,hecouldn’tstandasight

ofme,byeausiIhavetogo”Idropbeforesheeven

sayanything,nowIdialDinny

“Areyoutryingtogivemeaheartattack”Ilaugh

“No,I’msorry,I’mhome”Isaystillgiggling

“Why?”



“Abutikickedmeoutand….”

“ComeonyouandIbothknowthat’snotruebut

heeI’mgladyou’reokay,IwasworriedsickIeven

askedsizwetocallVulaandaskifyou’renotwith

him”Iwouldlovetobewithhim

“That’sanotherreasonwhyIcalledIlefthiscell

phonesandhiscardinthedrawerinmyroom,can

youpleasegivethemtohim”

“Who”sheasks

“Vulamasango”Isay

“Waitwithinyourtwominutesflingyoualreadyhad

hiscardandcellphone?HeeeNnesokukuyahaoo

etshetseng?Chickenspice?"(Sisdidyouperhaps

putchickenspiceinyourvagina?)Ilaugh

“Nosisjustdothatformeplease”Ibeg

“Waithowmuchdidyouwithdrawandwhatdidyou

buy”sheisbeinghernosyself

“Ididn’tbuyorwithdraw….”Thereisanincoming

callfromVula“SisVulaiscallingIwillcallyou

back”Idropthecallandanswer



“MyBunny”Isaylovingly

“Don’tnyabunnyimeButhumelo,wherethefuck

areyou?”somuchfor‘I’mnottheshoutingguy

baby’

“BabyI’mhomeinFreeStatemybrotherkickedme

out”

“What?When?Why?”hesoundworried

“Wellhekickedmeoutday’sbackIjustdidn’ttake

himseriouslyanditwasbecauseofthatday”he

knowswhichday

“MysoulIthoughtyousaideverythingisokay,you

shouldhaveletmecometalktohimIamreally

sorrysthandwasami,areyouokaythough”

“YesI’mfinebaby,howareyou?”Iaskbecausewe

didn’tgettothatpartwhenIanswered

“EishsthandwasamI’mnotokaythisthingofyou

isstressingmeout,you’recomingbacktomorrow

right?”ishecrazy,Iwouldn’thaveleftifI’mcoming

backthenextday



“NoI’mnotcomingbackbaby”

“Whatdoyoumeanyou’renotcomingback,what

aboutus?”wellIdidn’tthinkofthat

“Babycanwetalkaboutthistomorrow,rightnowI

justwanttoeat,bathandsleepimverytired”

“Wellyoubetterhaveananswerformetomorrow

andjustsoyouknowI’mnotlettingyougo,Ilove

you”wellIdon’twantyoutoletmegoeither

“Byebabe”Idropthecallanddecidetogoeat

Everyoneisalreadysittingbythetablebutwaitwhy

ismyprimaryschoolteacherhere?Andwhyisshe

sittingonmychair?Everyoneknowsthesitnextto

mydadisminenomatterwhereweare,Idraga

chairandgositonmyfather’sleftside,I’mactually

beingniceIshouldtellhertomovebutsheisour

guestIwillletitslidefornow,Igreetagaincozin

blackfamiliesgreetingisasignofrespect,

everyonerespondexceptmyauntandIknowwhy



“AuntyI’mreallysorryaboutearlierauntywakaI

didn’tmeantodisrespectyoulikethatit’sjust

that……”shecutsmeoff

“It’sjustwhat?Huh?Youwereapologizingnicely

butyouhadtoputthat‘it’sjustthat’,thispregnancy

ismakingyoudisrespectfulasfuck”shesay

fuming

“AuntyIamnotpregnant”I’mgettingpissedagain

butI’mtryingmybesttocontrolit

“Thenproveit”shesay

“Okayhow”Iask

“Takeofthatshirtandletmesee”Istandand

attempttotakemyshirtoffbutmyfatherpullsme

backdown

“Dimpholeavemynunualonecanweeatinpeace”

myfathersay

“Thischildisgoingtomakeyouagrandfatherata

young……”

“I’malreadyagrandfather”



“Hmmdon’tcometomewhentheboywhoknocked

heruprefusetheresponsibility,sheisgoingtoend

upjustlikeDineoandworsesheisnoteven

working”nowthathurts,tearsfallfrommyeyes

involuntarilyItakemyplatetoleavethistable

becauseI’maccusedofthingsIdon’tknow,

WellIknowsexandIhadaniceonelastweekbutI

drankmorningafterssoI’msureI’mnotpregnant.

IpromisedandIdelivered,Thankyouagainforthe

support
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“Boitumelositdown”that’smygrandfatherhehas

thisauthoritativethinginhisvoicewhenhisserious,

Isitbackstillcrying“Areyoupregnant?”Ishakemy

headnocozI’macryingmessnow“Dimpho,Tumi

isnotpregnantnowleavemychildaloneIdon’t

wanttohearthisthingagain”wenodtomy

grandfather

“WhydidTaukickyouout?”Yoh!Thiswomanis

determinedtopissmeoff

“Whydon’tyouaskhim?”Ishootbackannoyed,my

grandfatherchucklesandmyfathergivesmea

reprimandinglook

“HmmmIbetyourcarryingquadrupletswiththis

cheekyattitude…..”Yoh!Iwail,lcryloudlythistimeI

actuallyleavethetablecryingandIthrowmyselfon

mybedstillcrying.Ihateher.

Ifellasleepcryingfornon-existingquadrupletsI’m



assumedtobecarrying,Ifeelsqueezedanda

familiarcolognehit’smynostrilsIturnandoooooh!

Ifitisn’tthedevilhimself

“Abuti”Isaysleepy,hisonmybedandhis

squeezingmetightly

“Sleepnunuwilltalkinthemorning,I’mverysorry

myangel”hekissesmyforeheadandIsnuggle

closertohim.

Iwokeuptojungleoatsinbed,that’smybrother’s

breakfastinbed.Iamhappytoseehimhappywith

me,Ihavebeensatantohimthepastweek.

“Howareyoumynunu”heaskssmilinggenuinely

“I’mhappyyou’retalkingtome,whatareyoudoing

here?”Iaskeating

“Icouldn’tsleepknowingyouleftmyhouselikethat,

I’mreallysorrymybabyIhavenoexcuseforthe

wayIhavebeentreatingyou,babyyouhavegrown



sofastjustyesterdayyouwere16andnow,Idon’t

knowhowtodealwiththeoldmatureyoubutI

promisetoloosenabitandletyoube,please

forgiveyourbobo”Iforgivehim,heismyonly

siblingafterall

“Iwillforgiveyouunderonecondition”hesighsand

givesmethecontinuelook“Youmustacceptthat

I’mdatingnowandI’mboundtoslipupsometime

youknow,sometimesIwillsleepoutcozyou

know……..”helaughs

“Haihai!Toomuchinfo,pleasedon’ttraumatizeme

anyfurther”Ilaugh“I’mreallysorrynunu,when

MamitoldmewhatyousaidIwasbrokenIcouldn’t

sleep.Butpleasebabydon’teverdothattome

againIknowyouroldanddatingwhichIwishyou

wouldn’tbutheenunuIdon’twantthisjoburgboys

playingwithyou.Iwantyoutobewithoneperson

onlyunderstood?”Inod“andifyouwanttosleep

outaskproperlydon’tjustdisappearokay”Inod



again“nowfixyourselfIseeyouhaven’tunpacked

weleaveinthenexttwohoursIhavetorest

tomorrowI’mgoingtowork”

“Youleavingwithme”I’msurprised

“YesbabyIcametofetchyouback,pleasedon’ttell

meyounolongerwanttolivewithme”hesaysadly

“Iwouldbehappytocomewithyouabuti”hehugs

“letmegomakebreakfastforthefolksthenwecan

preparetoleave”Isay

“Whatfolks?”heaskssurprised

“Papa,ntatemoholo(grandfather)andmane

(aunty)”

“Whataretheydoinghere?”wellhisassurprisedas

Iam

“WellIwastoldI’mdisrespectfulwhenIaskedthat”

hejustsays‘hmk’andwalksout,Ifreshenupand

gostartbreakfast.



Wellsomeonealreadybeatmetoitbutwhatisshe

doinghere?,mybrotherissittingonthetable

mindinghisphoneandI’mlookingatthewoman

movingaboutinmyfather’shouseasifit’shers,

isn’tshesupposedtobeatschoolteaching.I’m

standingbythedooranalysingthissituation.She

turnsandseesmefrowningbythedoor

“Ohyou’reawake?Howyoufeelingtoday?”she

asksgenuinelyconcerned

“I’mokaykealebohamistressLebone,wenao

jwang?”(I’mokaythankyoumistressLebonehow

areyou?)MybrotherlaughslowkeywhenIgreet

backandIwonderwhy

“I’mokaysitdownbreakfastwillbereadyinasec”I

justnodIdon’twanttoberude,Iwilleatalthough

I’mstillfullfrommyoatsinbed.Everyoneavails

themselvesandtheyareallsurprisedtoseeabutiTj,

myauntisgivingmehersatanicstare

“Whendidyouarrive?Andwhyareyousothin?”my



grandadasksmybrother

“Iarrivedlastnightntatemoholo,I’mhappytosee

youall”

“Whenareyoucomingtothevillage,youboysare

runningawayfromyourresponsibilitiesandwena

youjustlikeLekgotla,whybuyahousesofarwhen

youcanbuildathome,youalreadyhaveyourland

therewaitingforyoutodoasyouplease”

grandfathercomplainstomybrother

“Ntatemoholotheproblemisthevillageit’stoofar

and……”myfathercut’shim

“Tau,whosehouseisthis”myfatherasksmy

brother

“Yours”

“Howdidyougetinhere?CozimsureIlockedmy

doorlastnight”

“Ijustopenedthegateusingmykeyandthedoor”

hekeepsquiteabit“Ipickedthelock”myfather

alwaysshoutshimaboutpickinghislocks



“TauIwillkillyouthisismyhouse,youdon’tpick

locksinmyhouseareyouathief,whathappenedto

knocking”heshouts

“CalmdownntateI’msurehejustdidn’twantto

wakeanyoneupcozhearrivedlate,rightTj?”

MistressLebonesayandwhyisshebrushingmy

father’sback

“Whydidyoukickyoursisterout?”Madamdramait

would’verainedfrombelowifshedoesn’tannoyme

forjustaday

“Wehadafight”mybrothersay

“Idon’tcareifyoufoundherthrowingapartyin

yourhouse,youdon’tkickmydaughterout.DidI

kickyououtwhenyouthrewpartiesinmyhouse?

OrwhenIfoundyouwiththatmokoenagirlinmy

house?Orwhenyousoldmywife’sclockforNew

Year?Orwhen…..”



“Ohcuttheboysomeslackit’snotlikeyouwere

perfecteither”mygrandfathersaymyauntlaughs

withmybrother,myfathergivesthemastareand

theycomposethemselves

“Ijustdon’tlikewhathedidabuti,thisisagirlchild

whatifsomethinghappenedtomydaughter…”

“Hegetsitandhissorrynowlet’sleavethistopic”

mygrandfathersay

“Istillwanttoknowwhyyouhadafight”that’s

IkipileMabusefromcheckpointofthefamily

“Ntatemoholojustsaidweshouldleavethismatter

butwena….”

“Idon’ttalktomoodypregnantwomennna,talk

wenaTjwhydidyoufight?”myeyesareclassy

onceagain,I’mnotacrybabybutthiswoman

knowsexactlywhichbuttonstopush



“Whoispregnant?”mybrotherasks

“Yoursister,akereyoukickedheroutcozyoufound

outsheispregnant?”myauntsayproudofher

annoyingself

“No,wefoughtbecauseshewenttoapartywithout

tellingme”mybrothersaywithafrown

“Dimphoyouintendonmakingmydaughtercry

neah?”mygranddadsaypissed

“Noabuti,Iwantthisonetoadmitthatsheis

pregnantsowecangodemanddamagesfromthe

family,I’mverybrokennaIcouldusesome

cashnyana……”

“ManeIsaidI’mnotpregnant,papawhenisshe

leavingmyhouse?”Iaskannoyed

“Kickheroutbabysheispissingmeofftoo”my

fathersay



“WellI’mnotgoinganywhere,wenaletsgocheck

andIwillleaveyoualone”Istand

“Let’sgo”IsayreadyforwhereverwegoingIjust

wanttoputthismattertorest

“Whyyousoconfident?Youshouldbeshaking

now”sheiswastingtime

“WellbecauseIknowI’mnotpregnantletsgo

please”I’mtheonebeggingnow,shelooksatme

longenough

“Sitdownwena,Iwon’twastemymoneyondoctors

forsomethingIalreadyknowbutifI’mwrongthis

wouldbethefirst,myancestraldoctoratenever

misdiagnose”shesaysthinkinghard

“What’sthat?Ancestraldoctorate?”Mistress

Leboneasks

“OhmyPhdinAncestralcommunicationseeing

doctorate”myfatherandmybrotherarelaughing

outloud.Theonlypeoplepissedhereismeandmy



grandadandasformistressLebonesheisquite

astonished,it’slikesheisbelievingthisnonsense

“Andwheredidyouobtainthat?”mygrandadask

stillpissed

“Universityofthespukusundergroundbutwaitse(u

know)I’mneverwrong…..”

“Haimosadi(woman)youonceaccusedNalediand

shewasnotpregnant”mygrandadsaystilltryingto

endthis

“Thatonehadanabortionshewas……..”

“DIMPHODIMPHOhaihaofelwe”(itdoesn’tend

withyou)hesaystandingupthenhelooksat

mistressLebone“Makotithanksforbreakfast,Tj

come”waitaminutedidhejustsaymakoti?

“Papawhyis…….”HisoutofthedoorbeforeIfinish,

I’mleftwiththetwowomen,theoneIwanttoask

aboutthisisjustnumbandthegorillaisgivingme

alookthatsays‘askyouwillknowme’mxm!Ihate

her



Thanksonceagainforthesupport
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Homewasgreatandallwellexceptforhurricane

Deewhomakesithermissiontoannoytheshitout

ofme,mybrotherandIjustarrivedinhishouseand

hewentstraighttobedclaiminghistired.Ihaven’t

switchedonmyphonebecauseIdidn’twantVula

callingmewhenI’mwithmybrother,I’msurehis

pissedashellbutIknowmebeingbackinjoburg

willsoftenhim,letmecallhim

“Sangoo”hissilentbutIcanhearhimbreathing“My

loveI’mbackinjoburg”



“Reallyyoucamebackformemylove,thankyouso

much,whereyoustaying,youwantme……”Ilaugh

“BabyonequestionatatimebutyesbabyIcame

backforyou”wellit’sthetruth

“Thankyoumylovesomuch,whereyoustaying?”

heasks

“Backatmybrother’sheapologizedandwenthome

tofetchme”

“I’mgladyou’reokaymybabyIpromiseneverto

sleeplikethatandputyouintroubleneahmy

heaven”Ilovehimpeople

“Yesbaby,areyoubackyet”

“Nobaby,wegoingtoleaveanytimenow,what

shouldIbringforyou”Ifeelloved

“Bringyourselfbackthat’sallIneed”helaughs

“OkayIwillbringmysexyself-backtoyou,Ihaveto

gonowmylovepleasekeepyourphoneonand

closetoyou.Iwillseeyoutomorrowright?”

“Yesbaby,butaren’tyougoingtowork?”



“IambabybutIwillmakeaplan.Iloveyou

MaDlomowami”I’mablushingmessrightnow

“Byebaby,travelsafely”tobehonestIdon’tknow

whyI’mnotsayingitback,Ilovetheguy

It’sMondaymorningandI’mpissedthatambeing

wokenupattheweehoursofwitchesknockoff

time,Ireachformyphonetochecktimeandit

reportsthatit’s05:30am,whatdoesMakatlywant

soearlyinthemorning?Idragmyannoyedselfout

tothekitchen.

“Ausikemahlalelahlewhyonstsosahosengsoas

ifkeyamosebetsing?”(SisI’munemployedwhy

wouldyouwakemeupsoearlyinthemorningasif

I’mgoingtowork)IsayasIyawnandsettleonthe

chair

“That’sbecauseyou’regoingtoworkwithme,go

bathandbereadyby07:00Idon’twanttobelate



becauseofyou”shesay

“Can’tIcomehelpouttomorrow,I’mreallytiredand

Idon’tthinkit’sagoodideaforme…..”shecutsme

“Boitumelowhereisyourhumanity?Youdon’tthink

it’sokaytohelpoldabandonedpeople?”ohlord

savemethehumanitylecturer

“OkayokayI’mcomingthisoncebutifIdon’tlikeit

pleaseletmebe”IsayasImovebacktomyroom

“Thankyousisyou’regoingtoloveit”sheyells

fromthekitchen.

Ohwellletmegetready,Makatlehohasbeen

pesteringmetocomehelpoutatthisoldagehome

sheworksat.Sheisoneofthosepeoplewhoareso

passionateabouthelpingothers.WellmaybeI’m

inhumanbecauseI’mnotlikeher,sheneverpasses

abeggarwithoutgivingintheirdemandswhileme

ontheotherhandIreadthepersonfirstandifmy

guttellsmethisoneisscammingmeheisoneof

thosenyaopepeople,heisgoingtobuyweedwith

thismoneyyourgivinghimandinsultyouwhenyou



returnwellIkeepmymoneytomyself.

Bolokangoldagehomethisiswhereaqualified

engineerisvolunteering,lifeneah,itwillhumbleyou

toapointwhereyoufeellikeburningyour

qualificationsbecauseyoufeeltheyuseless.

Makatlyintroducedmetosomeladieswhoalso

helparoundhere,shetoldthemIwillbehelpingin

thekitchencozapparentlyI’magoodcook,sohere

Iampeelingpotatoestomakemash,Iamtold

theseoldpeopleeatlightfood,noheavystaff

“Canyoustartwiththesoupfirst,theygoingto

wakeupnowandtheyprefersoupinthemorning”

that’smomlinda,Iwastoldsheistheowner.She

lookslikesheissomewhereinherlate50’sbutshe

isfreshshame,Iwonderwhatwasthemotivation

behindallthis

“OkayMmeIwillstartwithitnow”Isayopeningthe

cupboardstolookfortheingredients



“Wethankyoumychildforyourhelp”sheisstill

standingsmilingatmeasImoveabout

“It’sokaymme,aretheyallergictoanything?I’m

askingbecauseIwanttomakebutternutsoupso….”

Shecutsmeoff

“Nomydearwehaveneverhadanyallergicgogoor

mkhuluhere”shesmiles“Howoldareyou?”that’sa

bitofftopicandrandom

“I’m27yearsoldmme”shenodsstillsmilingthen

someonecallsherdownthepassage.Istartmy

butternutsoupandIgetdonejustintimefortheir

breakfast,nowit’sservingtimesomeladiescome

intohelpmethenwetakethebowlstotheliving

roomwhichisjustanopenspacewithlotsoftables

andchairs.

Ileavetheladiestohelpthosewhocan’tfeet

themselvesandgobacktopotatoepeeling

business,Makatlyyellsmynamefromtheliving

room.WhenIgetintherealleyesareonme,Iturn

tolookifthereissomeoneorsomethingbehindme



butnah

“Ngwanaka(mybaby)canIhavesomemoreplease?

Lindahasbeenfeedingmepotatoesoupsinceday

onehere”it’soneoftheoldgrandpahere,Ijust

smileandtakehisbowltorefillitbuttheyall

screamsomemoreandthesoupleftwon’tbe

enoughforallofthem,theyarelikeschoolkids.

“Thesoupleftwon’tbeenoughforallofyoubatho

babaholo”(myelders)Isaysoftlyphelawiththis

gangyouhavetobehumbleallthetime“howabout

Igivetheleftsouptothosewhoarereallynotfull

andthosewhodon’tgetthesoupwillhaveanextra

mash,imbusymakingadeliciousmashinthe

kitchen”Isaysmiling,nowtheyalldon’twanta

souptheywillwaitformash.Gosh!Oldpeople

Thedaywentbynicelyandmyganglovedthefood

somuch,IwastoldthatmydayendafterlunchsoI

wenttothetaxirankwithoneoftheladieswho



helpsinbathingsomeofthem,sheshowedmemy

queandIthankedher.Fordinnertheyhavebread

withmilkortea.ShameIfeelbadeventhinking

aboutit,goingtosleepwithjustthat,Iintendon

comingtohelpmoreoftenandtomorrowI’mgoing

tobuyflourwithmymoneyandmakethemabaked

bread,I’msuretheytiredofthesamestorebread

everyday.

Ifinallyarrivehomeandthrowmyselfonthecouch,

Ireachformybagtochecktimeandyohhh!Eish7

missedcallsfromVulaandonefromDinny.Itotally

forgotaboutmyphone,Iputitonsilentinthe

morningbecauseIwasn’tsureoftheenvironment

I’mgoingat.Hailetmecallhim

“Youhaveinsufficientair…”Idrop,nothingannoys

melikethatwomennxa!Ithinkofusingmobile

bankingtobuysomeairtimebutnahIrememberI

stillhavetheothertwophonesandacardinmy

drawer,Dinnydidn’treturnthemandlastIcheckedI



wastoldtojustcallonthosephones,Iswitchone

onandthebatteryisstillokay.Itrings

“Baby”Isaysoftly

“I’mlistening”heisannoyed

“BabyI’msorryIforgotto……..”hecutsmeoff

“Youknowwhatnevermind,amIstillseeingyou

today”

“EishbabyIjustgothomeandI’mverytiredandI

stillhavetocookand…”hecutsmeoffagain

“Okay”hesays

“BabyI’mreallysorry”Isaytruthfully

“IseetheonethingyouandIaregoingtofight

aboutiscellphoneandrightnowIreallydon’twant

tofight,IhadalongdayandIwashopingtosee

youafterlunchbutyouweren’tavailablebecause

youdidn’tpickupandtheotheroneswereoff,

Buthumelodoyouknowwhatacellphoneis



intendedtodo?”heasksstillannoyed,Icheckthe

timeonmycellatits15:20.Iknowhowtosolvethis

“Babyyoucancomeseemenowforanhour

though”Isay

“Really?I’monmywaykeepyouphoneclose”I

knewthiswillwork,hedidn’tevengivemeachance

toreply,nowletmefreshenupfastandchangethis

soupsmellingdress,Ireallywantedtounpackmy

bagcozIdidn’tgetachancetodoitlastnightbut

nowIhavetogoentertaingrownmanbaby.

HecallsjustasIfinish,letmetakeminceoutfirst

soImakespaghettiandmincewhenIcomeback

Heisoutofthecarandtodayheispackedjusta

houseaway.HeengulfsmeinawarmhugandGod!

Thischildofyourssmellsdivine!Jesus!

“Howareyousthandwasam?”I’mstillwrappedin

hiswarmhug



“I’mfinebabybutyoucanletgoofmenow,Ican’t

breathe”hechucklesthenhekissmyshoulder

beforelettingmego

“Comelet’sgetinthecarwedon’twanttobetea

topicofyourneighbourstomorrow”heopensthe

doorandtodayheisalone.Hegetsintooand

drivesoff

“Babywherearewegoingwecan’tgofarIstillhave

to…”hecutsme

“Wejustgoingtoparkinquiteplacebaby,Imissed

youmylovebutbeforethatlet’sfixthisthingofyou

andaphone”hesaysandIscratchmyheadcoz

trulyspeakingIdon’tdoitdeliberatelyitjust

happens

“Whydoyouswitchitoffinthefirstplaceifyou’re

goingtoforgettoswitchiton?Orwhydoyouputit

onsilent?Doyouperhapshavemeetingsandifso

tellmesoIknowwhenandwhennottocall”heis

verycalmandhejustparkednotfarfrommyplace



“Babytodaywasadifferentcase,Iwentto

Makatly’sworkplacetohelpout.Sheworksatthe

oldagehomesoIwascookingand……”hechuckles

“You’rereallybadatexplaining,soyoucouldn’tpick

upbecauseyouwerehelpingatahome”Inod“why?

Theydon’tallowuseofcellphone?”heasks

“NoI’mtheonewhoputitonsilentbecauseIdidn’t

knowtheenvironmentIwaswalkinginsoIdidn’t

wantmycellphoneringingandhaibabyyouget

whatI’msayingbutI’mreallysorryfromtomorrow

whenyoucallIwillpickupevenwhenI’mbusyat

thehome”

“You’regoingback?”heasks

“YesbabyIenjoyedmyselfandit’sbetterthan

doingnothing”Isaytruthfully

“Comehere”hesaypattinghislap,hemovesthesit

backwardstomakespaceforme,Idoastold“I

haven’tkissedyouinthreedays,areyouawareof



thatmyheaven?”Ishakemyheadblushing“letme

fixthatfirst”hepullsmyneckclosertohisfaceand

devoursmeinabreathtakingkiss“nowyoucantell

memoreaboutthishome”Itellhimeverything

aboutthehomeandheisquitetouched“Wowbaby

mamlindaisdoinganexcellentjobIshouldcome

checkitoutsometime”hereachesatthebackfor

kfcandIlaugh

“Ithinkyouloveitmorethanme”Isaylaughing,he

handsmemyboxmasterandhetakeshis

“Ijustlovefoodminasthandwasami,eishIforgot

drinks”I’malreadyeatingIdon’tcareaboutdrinks

“Myloveslowdown”hesaylaughing

“BabyI’mveryhungry,Ilastateinthemorning.I

wastoobusyandIforgottoeat”Isayeating

“NowIwon’tlikeyourworkifyouforgettoeatbut

feedotherpeopleandohbeforeweforgetkonje

whatdidyoudoagain,atschool”heask

“Waterandenvironmentalengineeringbaby?”Isay

eating



“Pleaseexplainit,Ihaveneverheardofit”

“It’sthestudyoftheenvironment,wedealwith

monitoring,improvementandprotectionofthe

environmentthroughdesign”Ilookathim,his

puzzled“Okayletmebreakitdownlikethiswedeal

withtreatmentofsurfacewater,groundwater,

wastewater,soilandairthenwemanagewetlands

andwatershed,productionofrenewableenergy,

disposalof…….”Hecutsmeoff

“Haibabyitsfineyoh!Whywouldyoudosomething

socomplicated?Anywaysinceyoutalkabout

treatingwatercanyoualsoworkatalaboratory?”

“Ofcoursebabywedoin-situtestingatthefield

thenweanalyseandtestthosesamplesagainin

thelab”I’mdoneeating,helookslikehisnotgoing

tofinishhis“Areyoufull?”Isaylookingathisfood,

hesmilesandhandsmehisboxandIindulge



“SendmeyouCV,Iknowsomeonewhoworksat

theDepartmentofwateraffairshemighthelp”Inod

eating“YoureallywerehungryneahMaDlomo

wami?”InodagainbecauseI’menjoyingthisfood,

heislookingatmewithsomuchadmirationasIeat.

Ifinallyfinishmyfoodandhewipessomethingon

mymouthwithhisfinger

“Thanksforthefoodbaby,youshouldtakemeback

now”Ismilesandstartsthecar

“WhenamIgoingtoseeyouproperlybaby,notthis

15minutessituation?”Ilaugh

“HowaboutSaturday…”

“Nonoit’stoofar”hesaycuttingmeoff“I’mgoing

toseeyouduringtheweekI’mjustnotsurewhen

exactlybutIwillletyouknow”heisparkedthree

housesawaynow

“OkaybabyIwillseeyouthen,orobalahamonate

heemothowaka”(haveagoodnightmyperson)I

sayandtrytoopenthedoorbutit’slocked



“Comegiveyourbunnyakissfirst”Ismileanddo

astoldhefinallyopensforme

Myloveforthisguykeepsgrowingandit’sscaring

mebecausewehaven’tknowneachotherforlong,

anywayIgothomeandpreparedwhatIhad

intendedtocook.AfterthatItookashowerand

wentstraighttobed.

Thanksforthesupport
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I’menjoyingmyselfatthishome,Ihonestlydidn’t

thinkIwouldbutIam.ItoldmamLindawhenI

arrivedatthehomethatIwanttobuythebaking



ingredientstobakeforthegrowngang,shewas

verypleasedandaskedmetowaitforhersonto

drivemetotheshops.

“Hi”Iturntolookbehindmeandtherestandthe

gorgeousdoctorfromdinny’sflat

“Hello”Igreetback

“Iknewwewouldmeetagain,I’mSiphoDlaminiand

I’myourchaufferfortheday”hesaysmiling

“I’mBoitumeloMotaung,pleasedtomeetyou”Isay

smiling,Ididn’tneedtoaskhelooksexactlylike

mamLinda.

Heleadsmetohiscarandweseehismom

enteringthegate.

“Ohyouhavealreadymet,Siphotakecareofmy

daughterinlaw,don’tlethercarryanything”mam

Lindashoutsfromthegate,Siphojustlaughand

unlocksthecaraswebothgetin



“Mymomlikesyou”hesaydrivingout

“Sheisabigheartedwomanimsureshelikes

everyone”

“Everyone?HellnoI’mdumpedbecauseofher”I

laugh“Whataboutyou?”Ilookathimconfused

“Areyounotdumped?”Ilaughagain

“NonotatallI’mverymuchtaken”Isaylaughing

“Heisaluckyguy”Inod“willcheckersbeokay?”I

nodagain“Whatwereyoudoingattheflats?”

“OhmyauntstaysthereIwasvisitingher”

“Youshouldvisitoften,it’snoteverydayIseesuch

beautyaroundthecomplex”InodagainbecauseI

thinkheisflirtingandIdon’twanttoentertainthat,

letmechangethesubject

“Whatdoyoudoforaliving?”Ihatethatquestion

withpassionbecauseIdon’twantpeopleknowing

thatI’munemployedbuthereIamaskingitto

someoneandIalreadyknowhisadoctorIjustI

wantustotakeacurvefromthepriorconversation



“I’madoctorsweetheart,Ispecializein…………..”he

wentonthewholedrivetalkingabouthisjobandI

wasgladmyplanworked.

Wefinallyarrivedatthemall,hepushedthetrolley

asIpointandheputseverythingin,whenweenter

theflourislethereisafamiliarguylookingatus,he

looksquitefamiliarbutIcan’tpinpointexactlywho

heis.Hecomestouswithabiggestfrown.

“Makotiwhatareyoudoinghere?”Duhthisis

checkerswhatelsewouldIbedoinghere,ohIsee

hisoneofthesocalled‘brothers’butIdon’t

rememberhisname

“OhI’mjustbuyingfewthings,whatareyoudoing

here?”it’smyturntoaskstupidquestions,he

chuckles

“Isthisyourbrother?”Iwanttolaughbutmy

chaufferlookspissed,letmejustendthis

“Yes”IsayandbithimfarewellbecauseSiphowas



alreadypushingthetrolleyleavingme

Heisbeenquitethewholeridebackbuthisbeen

stealingglancesatmelookinglikeheswallowed

pregnantfrogsheevenleftmeinthestoreasIpaid,

Ifoundhiminhiscarplayingmusicsoloud

listeningtohif-hof,Idon’tlikethatmusicatall,my

brotherusedtomurdermyearswithitevery

morningwhenhepreparedmeforschool

FashionkillerbyASAPRockycomesandIlikethe

song,itremindsmeofmyvarsitydaysTsietsiused

tocharmmyfeetoffwithmusic,Isingalongandhe

isquitesurprisedhelaughsshakinghisheadandI

laughback

“Itdoesn’tsuityou”hesay

“Neverjudgeabookbyitscover”henods,

Hisisbacktohisnormalselfagain,hehelpedme

offloadthegrocerywhenwearrived

“Thankyoufortheride”Isaytohimputtingthelast



plasticonthecounter

“Thepleasurewasallmine,butyoucanshowyour

gratitudeinnumbers”hesaysmiling,Ifrown

“Whatdoyoumean?”Ihopeheisnotaskingfor

moneybecauseI’mnotgivinghimanypenny

“Yournumbers,canIpleasehaveyournumbers?”

ohthankGodIwasgoingtogivehimlionmatch

boxcoversthatusedtobesomuchmoneyinmy

houseplayingdays

“Why?”Iask

“BecauseIwanttocallyou”hesayscratchinghis

head

“Whydoyouwanttocallme?”

“Yoh!Iwanttotalktoyouaboutsomething”hesay

“Whatisitthatyouwanttotalkabout?”

“YouwillfindoutwhenIcallyou”

“I’msorrythat’snotreasonenoughtogiveyoumy

phonenumbers,Thanksagain”Isayandturnto

startmylunchandbakingmybananabreadforthe



growngang.HeleavespissedandIdon’tcareI

thinkhistheonlychildathome,hethrowstantrums

likewhitepeople.

LetmecallmybabybeforebakingImisshim

“Daddy”Isaywhenhepicksup

“Myheaven”hislaughing

“Imissyou”Isaylovingly

“Imissyoutoomybaby,Icanleavethismeeting

andcomeseeyounow,areyoustillatthehome”

nowheisbeingcrazyIdon’twanthimleaving

meetingsbecauseofme

“YesI’mstillherebutdon’tleaveanymeeting,Iwas

justcheckingonyouIhavetogonowbyebaby”I

hangupbeforeheanswersbecauseIknowhewas

goingtoconvincemetoagreetohisplanofleaving

themeeting.

IbakedthebreadandcutitintopiecesbeforeIleft,

mamLindawasveryhappysheandheremployees



packedsomeforthemselves,that’sblackpeoplefor

you.

Theweekwentbyfast,todayit’sSaturdayandI’m

meetingTsietsiforlunchheisbeenpesteringme

theentireweek,IknowIpromisedSangotostay

awayfromhimbuthehasnothingtoworryabout

Tsietsiisjustafriendnow.AndI’mnotabouttolet

himcontrolme.

Lateronimsleepingatmybunny’splace.Iasked

Dinnytocoverforme,ItoldmybrotherthatI’m

visitingDinnyandhewasokaywithit,wellI’monly

goingtoDinny’splacetomorrowalthoughmyaunt

stilldoesn’tapprovemuchofmyrelationshipwith

Sango

Ilookatmyselfonelasttimeinthemirror,Iwantto

makesureIlookgood.I’mthatex,theonethat

alwayswanttolookgoodwhenrunningintoherex,

soImakesureI’monpointtoday.Thereisnothing

moredepressingandembarrassingthanrunning



intoyourexlookinglikeyou’reahellreject.

IseehimasIgetintherestauranthisstilllooks

good,weusedtobethe‘it’couple.Hestandsup

andhugsmefordearlife

“Youstilllookbeautifultumza”hesayinmyearstill

huggingme,Ibreakthehugandhepullsachairfor

me

“Thankyou,youlookgoodtoo”mission

accomplishedIwantedhimtoseethathedropped

puregoldwhilechasingstones

“Yourbeautyismakingmenervousnow”Ismile“I

orderedadrinkforyouIhopeyoustilllikeyour

drinkthewayIknow”

“It’sokayIstilllikeitthisway,nothinghaschanged

aboutme?

“You’rebeautifulnow”

“IwasIuglybackthen?”

“What?Hellno,it’sjustthatnowyourlike…….our

veryownSouthAfricanMeganGood”Ilaughbut



thankhim,thewaitercomestoourtabletogiveus

menusthenheleaves,welookthroughthemenu

silent.Idon’tknowwhyweawkwardlikethis,he

keepsstillingglancesatmeabovehismenuandit’s

quitefunnyIlaughslightlyshakingmyheadandhe

joinsme

“Whyyoubeingawkward?”Iaskstillsmiling

“Idon’tknowIfindyouintimidatingnow”hesay

smilingback

“Let’snotbeawkwardplease,sotellmewhat…….”

SomeoneclearstheirthroatandIlookupit’s

anothersocalled‘brother’andIalsodon’t

rememberthisone’snametoo.

Tsietsilooksathimonceandgiveshimhisorder

lookingathismenu.HeiswearingblackandwhiteI

getwhyTsietsithinkshisawaiter.Heshakeshis

headandgivemehishand,mindyouthisguy

haven’tsaidanythingandwhyishegivingmehis

hand.Tsietsinowlooksathimwithafrown

“Dudedon’ttouchmywomanjusttakethedamn



orderandleave”Tsietsisaypissed,whyiscalling

mehiswomanjeez

“Tsietsidon’tberudeandI’mnotyourwoman”I

neededtoclarifythatIdon’twantmy‘brother’inlaw

thinkingI’mtwotiminghisbrother“Sawubona”I

saylookingatthe‘brother’shakinghishandhe

chucklesandpullsmeup

“Let’sgo”that’sallhesaybutIstandrooted

“Dudefuckoffmaan,whothehell……”Tsietsi

shoots

“Yousee,Idon’tknowyouandIdon’twanttoknow

yousoIsuggestyouputyourassbackonthat

chairandsipyoudrinkandwatchmeasIleave

withmybrother’swifecheeseboy”wellI’mnoone’s

wifebutimnotgoingtoclarifythat“Bythewayit’s

onthehousecheeseboy,packyourshitandgetout

ofmyrestaurant”hesaysashedragsmetowards

theentrance

“I’mjusthavinglunchwithafriendandI’msure…….”

Hecutsmeoff



“Mamtaunglet’sgo”Yoh!Thewayhesaidit,Ilook

atTsietsiandIcanseehisangrybutIcanlivewith

disappointinghimnotmybunny,Imouth‘I’msorry

tohim’asI’mbeingforcedoutoftherestaurant.

HedrivesinsilenceandI’msittingatthebackcoz

heopenedthebackdoorforme.I’mprayingin

tonguesashedrives,Idon’tevenwanttoopenmy

mouth.

WhenIraisemyheadIseehimtakingaroadto

‘Nduna’shouse’,eishnowiminbigshit,thedress

I’mwearingisshortIwasgoingtochangeafter

lunchthengotohimlookinglikeadecentSouth

AfricanZulumakotinotlookinglikeAmerican

MeganGoodmakoti.

HeopensthedoorformeandIdon’tsayanything,I

pullthedressdownasheleadstheway,hedoesn’t

knock,heopensthedoorandMaryisinthekitchen

lookinglikeadeviousmaid.

“Dumelang”Igreether,shelooksatmefromtoeto



headbeforeresponding

“Yebo”shesay

“CanIhaveasit?”Iaskherbecausethepersonwho

camewithmejustleftmeinthekitchenand

disappeared

“I’mcleaninginheremaybeyoucanstayoutside”

sighthiswomanhatesmenowimconvinced,ifthis

wasSango’splaceIwouldnotask,IwoulddoasI

pleasebutthisisNduna’shouseIhavetoplayby

therules,Istepoutsideandsitbytheveranda.

IwonderwheretheguyIcamewithwentandwhy

hedidn’tsayanything,IwanttocallSangobutI

knowhewon’tpickuphetoldmehewillbe

availableafter16:00andit’sjust14:25.I’mvery

hungrybytheway,IeatalotlatelyandIblame

Sangoforthiscozwealwayseatwhentogether.

ItakemyphonetochatsoIpasstime,Istartwith

TsietsiandIseeheblockedmesigh,Iwould



probablydothesametoo.IchattoLuluforawhile

andshecriesofmissingme,Imisshertoo,eishmy

batterydiesassheisstilltellingmeabouthernew

man

IfeelexhaustedandhungryIlowermyheadonthe

tableandusemyhandassupportfacingdown,my

eyesclosewithinaminuteandIdon’tfightthe

sleepI’mtired…………“Mamtaung,Mamtaungwake

upmaan,youcan’tsleepoutside,youwantyour

mantokillme”hesayworried,wellyourmaid

kickedmeoutIwanttotellhim

“I’mjusttiredabutiNdunahowareyou?”Iask

yawning

“I’mfine,whyyououtsideandsleepinghere?”he

asks

“OhausiMarywasstillcleaningshesaidIshould

waithere”Isayitpolitely,hefrowns

“Marydidwhat?”heismadandIdon’tknowwhat

hismadforcozIhidtheinfuriatinginfo“Come”he

sayreachingformyhand,thereisnoMaryinthe



kitchenheleadsmetothelivingroomandyoh!

Anotherfullhouse,Idon’tknowhowtogreetso

manyzulumalefigures,andworsemybunnyisnot

hereandthisdressJesus……it’snotthatshortbut

nowIfeellikeit’sveryshortanditdoesn’thelpthat

it’satightfit

“Sanibonani”Isayholdingmyclutchbagfordear

life

“Yebomakoti”theymostlysayexpecttheyellow

bone

“Yoh!Makotidon’tIlooklikeyousecondhusband?

YoucanmarrybothBafoandIkonjewhatdothey

callitNkosi?”theyalllaughlookingatNkosi,oh!

Nkosiistherestaurantguy,

Ndunapullsachairformetositnexttotheyellow

boneMtho,allthecouchesareoccupiedandsome

aresittingdown.Theyarewatchingsoccer.

“Sorrytoinvadeyouman’shouselikethisbutweall



loveMaria’scooking”Mthosaytome,Ijustsmile

andnodbutisn’tthisNduna’shouse?

“WherewereyouMamtaung?Yourmancalled”

Nkosiasksnotevenlookingatmehisfocusison

thescreen

“Shewassleepingoutside,Marykickedherout”

Ndunasayeveryoneandturntolookatmewitha

frown,IfeelIneedtoexplain

“Noshedidn’tkickmeout,shewasstillcleaning

and……..”Nkulecut’smeoff

“ItoldyouallMaryhatesher”

“Idon’tblameher”thevoicecomesfromthedoor

behindme,weallturnandtherestoodanold

womanbehindus.Peoplestandontheirfeet

especiallytheyoungerones

“Mamkhululetmehelpyouwiththat,whydidn’tyou

tellusyourcoming?”Mthosaytakingherbags,I

don’tknowwhenhejumpedcozhewasnexttome

asecondago



“Idon’thavetoreporttoyouMthokozisi,whoare

youinmyson’shouse?”sheaskslookingatme

“Youhavenomanners,sittinginaroomfullofmen

wearingnothing”IthinkIjustmetmydevilinlaw,a

beautifulyounggirlcomesinwearingthosebig

puffedweddinglikedresses,sheiswalking

barefoot.Alltheattentionshifttoher,everyoneis

admiringhowgrownsheisItakethischanceto

sneakout,Idon’twanttoanswerthatwoman’s

questions.

Iopenthekitchendoorquietlyandrushtothegate,

it’squitealongwalkbutIfinallyreacheditandI

askedthesecuritytoopenformebutherefuses

“SirpleaseIreallyneedtoleavenow”Isay

impatiently

“Mam,whoeveryoucamewithinhereneedstocall

mefirstthenIwillopenforyou”hesayscalmly,

sighIthinkofmynextplanbutnothingseemtopop

inmyhead.ButIknowI’mnotgoingbackinthere



“CanIatleastcomesitwithyouuntilhecallyouto

openup?”helaughsandnodshishead,wesitin

thesmallhouseforsometimeconversing.Heisa

niceoldman,heremindsmeabitofmyfather,he

complainsabouthisdaughterwhojusthadthe

thirdbabyoutofwedlock.

Sango’scarpullsupoverthegate,mycompanion

opensthegatewitharemoteandgoestohis

window.Mymanstepsoffthecarcomingtome.

“Whyyousittinghere?”heaskswithafrownheis

alreadypullingmetowardsthecar,IthankMr.Eish

Ididn’taskhisnamebutIthankhimanyway.This

manmustbecrazyifhethinksI’mgoinginthat

housewithhim,heopensthedoorforme“Getin

baby”Istayrootedbythedoor

“I’mnotgoingbackinthere,canyoupleasedrive

mehome?”

“Why?What’swrong?Babewehaveplans,I’mjust

heretoshowerandchange,wewon’ttakelong”

Eishthismandoesn’tunderstand,“canyouatleast



getinthecarsowecantalk?”Iobligeanddoas

told,hedrivestothetreesandparkthere.“Okay

lovetellmewhat’swrong?”Itellhimeverythingnot

leavingasingledetail,evenmylunchwithTsietsiI

tellhimcozIdon’tknowifhehasspokentoNkosi

aboutit.

“Okaylet’sgotothehouseIwanttochangethen

we’llleaveafterwards”hesayverycalm

“ButItoldyouthereisawomanin…….”hepecksmy

lipsandstartsthecarwithoutlisteningtome.I’m

fumingwithanger,hedoesn’tknowmeI’mnot

gettinginthathouseever.Thecarcomestoahalt

infrontofthehouse,hegetsoutandcomestomy

sidetoopenforme

“Bothumelogetoutofthecar”hesaypissed,shit

whyishemad?Oh!Therestaurantsagasigh!Iget

outofthecarandheholdsmyhandaswewalkto

thehouse.

WenowstandinginfrontofBafanabafanaonce



again,IthinkIwillcallthemBafoBafocozthat’s

howtheycalleachother

“Wheredidyoudisappearto?”Nkosiaskme

“Iwasoutside”Isayverycalm

“Ithoughtyouranawayphelayourmamazalais…..”

“LeavemygirlaloneNkosinathi,whereis

Ndlovukazi?”Sangoasks

“I’mhere”shesaycomingdownthestairs.Iremove

myhandfromSango’stightgrip“Vulamasango

whothehellisthis?”sheasksnotpleased

“Mywomanandyoursoontobedaughterinlaw,I

wouldappreciateifyoutreatherwithrespectcoz

sheisnotgoinganywhere”Sangosaysverycalm

“Iwon’tacceptastripperforadaughterinlaw,

Khwezineedsadecentmothernotthis…..”

“Ndlovukazisheisthemother”Gumedesaywalking

indrinkingsomethingfromaveryshaddybottle,

whyishealwayssouniquehelookslikehelivesin

adessertsomewhereandwhat’swithallthose



animalbraceletsonhishands.Ithinkthisoneisa

Khoisan

“That’simpossible,her?”sheasksGumedeandhe

nods“OhJesuscomeherebaby,aren’tyouhungryI

camewithamadumbe…..”sheengulfsmeinahug

butnoimnotreturningitbackIdon’ttrustthis

woman.

“CanIhavemywomanbackmotherandbye,where

isKhwezi?”Sangosaytohermotherpullingmeoff

her

“Sheisinyourroom,I’mreallysorrymakoti”Ijust

nodmyhead,thismanisalreadydraggingmeup

thestairs.

Thankyouonceagainforthegrowingsupport

Remembertolike,comment,share,followand

invitefriends

Jointhegroupsimpleescapesreadingfanclub

whereweshadeourcharacters

HappySunday



[09/27,07:11] :HISFOREVER

Insert10

WhenweopenthedoorKweziisontopofthebed

withamirrorandpolish,shegigglesandhidesher

facewhenshenoticeus

“Babawhoistheprettiestgirlintheworld?”shesay

gigglinghidingherface

“KweziDlomo”herfathersayhappily,hisquite

happyhisdimplesareevenshowing,shejumps

fromthebedthrowingherselftoherfather,andhe

scoopsherhugginghertight

“Ilikeyourdress,what’syourname,howoldare

you?Doyou……”Kweziisbombardingmewith

questionsstillonherfather’sshoulder

“OnequestionatthetimeKwezi”hisfathersay

puttingherbackonbed“Imissedyouangel”hesay

kissingherforeheadthenhedisappearstothe

bathroom.Isitnexttothetalkativelittlegirl.



“MynameisTumiandI’m27yearsold”Isaybut

shecracksuplikeIsaidsomekindofjoke

“Yourold,ohmyGod,you’reveryold”shesays

laughing.Mxm!I’mnotgoingtoentertaina6year

oldtellingmeI’mold

“Whyareyouapplyingpolishonyourlips?”Ihadto

askshelookslikeaghostfromhell,Imeanghost

fromeartharequitescaryimagenthosefromhell

“Duhthisislipsticknotpolish,don’tyouknow

anythingcolourfulonyourmouthislipstick,come

sithereIwillshowyou”IshakemyheadnoIdon’t

wanttolooklikeavampirenna“prettypleaseIwill

makeyoubeautifullikeme”NopI’mstillsayingNO

“ComeIwillshowyouhowalipstickissupposedto

looklike”Isayopeningmyclutchbag,thelittle

missushereispoutingherlipsIthinkthisoneisa

diva.“Nanayouneedtowashthepolishonyour

mouthfirst”shenodsandjumpsoffthebed,she

meetsherdadbythedoorcomingout.



Thismanislookinglikemydinnerinthattowelbut

histwominutesshowerisaturnoff,hedisappears

totheclosetswinkingatme,khwezicameback

fromherminifacewashandIapplylipstickonher,

shetakesherfather’sphoneandtakesselfies

pouting,thisoneisgoingtobeaslayqueen.

“Ohbabyisthatlipstick?Idon’tlikeitIlikedthe

polishbetter,miremoveit”that’sSangocomingout,

hehandsheratissuebutlittlekhwezirefuses

laughing

“Prettycanyoupleaseborrowmeyourlipstick,Iwill

bringitbackIwanttoshowsomeone”Iwonder

whothatsomeoneisbutIgiveittoheranyway,she

takesitandputsitinherchest,Iwonderwhereshe

learntthat,ohgrannybabiesmxm!Mychildren

won’tberaisedbygranniesever.

Theloungeisstillfullandtherearewomennow,

Sangobitsthemfarewellasweleave,Itakewe

leavingwithlittlekhwezicozsheisholdingher



father’shandfordearlife,Iwonderwherehismom

went.Thismanisgotsomeseriousexplainingtodo.

Wefinallyleaveandlittlekhweziistalkingnonstop

attheback,shetalkstoomuchforherage.We

backtothatglassyhouse,Istillcan’tgetoverhow

beautifulitis.Thelittlemissjumpsoffveryfastand

sheyellsforherfathertotellherwhenit’sdinner

time.Weareinthelivingroomwherewemadelove

forthefirsttime,hecomesfrombehindmeat

kissesmyshoulder

“Thankyouforbeingheremyheavenbutweneed

totalk”IturnaroundcaressinghischestIknow

whathewantstotalkaboutandI’mnotreadytobe

interrogated

“Canweeatfirst,I’mveryhungryIhaven’teaten

anythingsincemorning”hepopshiseyeslikeIsaid

I’mdyingthat’sveryweird“I’mhungrynotdying”I

saylaughinghepecksmylipsanddisappear

quicklytothekitchen,Itakethistimetolookfor



littlekhwezi,IcallhernameasIwalkdownthe

passage

Shefinallyanswersinoneoftherooms,Iwalkin

andoohhh!Littledivaisinpinkheaven,sheis

sittingonthepinkfluffycouchwatchingtv,sheis

eatingyoghurt,Yoh!Richkids.“Iwaswondering

whereyoudisappearedto”Isaystandingbehind

her

“Don’tworryIwillshowyouaroundwhenI’mnot

busy”mxm!Notbusymyfoot,shepausesthat

frozenprincesssheiswatchingandturnstome

“I’mverybusyIlovethismoviesomuchandIdon’t

wanttobedisturbedwhenwatchingit”Jeezdrama

queen

“OhbyethenIwasjustcheckingonyou”she

doesn’twaitformesheisalreadyturnedtoherpink

tvsighkidsoftoday.Igobacktomymanandohh!

Whendidheprepareallthis?

Thelightsaredimmed,twobigcushionsonthe



floor,thisisromantic,hesmilesatmecomingfrom

thekitchen,imsurehecanseethathisgirlisinawe.

Ididn’texpectthisatall

“ComeletyourSangofeedyou”hesaystretching

hishand,Ikickmyheelsoffandsitoppositetohim,

heuncoversmyplateandmystomachgroans

louderwebothlaugh“youreallyarehungryaren’t

you?”Inod

“Babykhwezisaidyoushouldcallherfordinner”I

sayalreadydiggingin

“Don’tworryaboutthatone,thisdinnerwas

preparedforyouit’sapitythingsdidn’tgoas

planned”

“I’mstillenjoyingbabysonothingwenttowaste,

anywayhowwasyourdaybaby?Iforgottoask”he

chucklefirst

“Thankyouforaskingmyheaven,mydaywas

perfectuntilIgotaverydisturbingcallfrom

Nkosinathi”hesaylookingatme,IthinkI’mfullnow

thatnamemademefullinstantly“Comeoneatup



willtalkwhenyou’redone”

“Whyaren’tyoueating?”hisnot,heisjustsipping

onhisdrink

“Ican’teatwhenimangry,howiseverythingatthe

shelter?”

“Quitegreatbaby,Ididn’tthinkIwouldenjoyitbutI

waswrong,thatplaceisamazingyoushouldcome

checkitout,thanksforthefoodbabyimfullnow”I

saybutlordknowsI’mnotfullIwasstillmurdering

thatplateandifIwasaloneIwouldhavecleanedit

butI’magirlfriendandthisguyisabitnothappy

today

“Iwilllove,letmeputthisaway”hetakesmyplate

andleaves,hecomesbackwithaglassofjuice

“Iwouldhavelovedthatwinebaby”Isaysipping

myjuice,hejustshakeshisheadlookingatmesigh!

Hispissedtoday,ImeanIhavebeen‘baby’ing’him

alottodaybutitseemsnottowork,letmegoback



to‘Sango’“SangoI’msorry”

“Tumidoyouloveme?”whatkindaquestionisthat,

ofcourseIloveyoudude

“IdoSango”Isay

“Youcan’tevensayit,isthatwhyyououtthere

entertainingotherguys,isitbecauseyounotsure

ofyourfeelingstowardsme?”Histoocalm“You

lookbeautifulbytheway,didhecomplimentyou?

It’swhatyouwantedright?Tolookgoodforhim”

“SangoIwasn’tentertaininganyone,andI’msure

aboutmyfeelingsforyou.Pleasegivemeachance

toexplainbeforeyoujumpintoconclusions”he

nods“IwasI,,,we,,,,I,,,,”shit

“Don’tdarelietome,tellmeexactlywhatyoudid,I

wantyoutolistentoyourselfcarefullyasyousayit”

I’minshitbuthai!Letmejustdieanyway“Iwentto

havelunchwithafriend”Isaynotlookingathim

“Youwenttohavelunchwithyourexinmy

brother’srestaurant,justtellmethis,WHY?Huh?



Didn’tItellyoutostopentertainingthisTsietsiguy”

heisstillcalm

“Youdid”Isaylookingdown

“Buthumelolookatme”Ido“Iloveyoumyheaven

andIneedtotrustyou,Idon’twanttohavedoubts

aboutyousopleasemyloveanswerme,whydid

yougo?”

‘Thetruthshallsetyoufree’letmetestthattheory

“SangoIwantedhimtoseeme,Iwantedhimtosee

thatI’mdoinggoodwithouthim,toseethathe

droppedgoldwhilechasingstones,toseethatI

waseverything,toseethatImayhavebeenhis

stumblingblockbutI’mworthytobesomeone

steppingstone”I’mtearynow

“Comehere”hesaypattingthespacebetweenhis

legs,heholdsmetightasIsitinfrontofhimand

webothfacingthetv,hekissesmyshoulder“You

aremysteppingstone,okay?”Inodhekissesmy

shoulderagain“Hedidn’tdeserveyouandI’mglad



hedroppedtheballformetopickitupbutpromise

meonethinglove”Iturnmyheadtolookathim

“Promiseyouwillnevergoseeyourexagainbaby”

“Iwillneverdoitagainmyperson”hechuckles

“I’myourpersonnow?”heaskslaughing

“Yesyou’remydreamcometrueandIdoloveyou

Dinangwe”hesqueezesmetighter

“ThankyouforlovingmeMaDlomowami,You’re

myforever”hesaykissingmyshoulder,Ihave

noticedheloveskissingmyshoulder“Iwanttoplay

yousomething”hesaystandingup,heconnectshis

phonetospeakersandToniBraxtoncomestolive,

heplays‘Iwannabeyourbaby’andGodknowsI

can’tdancebuthereIaminmyforever’sarms,

dancinglikeit’sourlastdayonearth,Idon’tknowif

it’sthesongorit’sthismanbutIfeelloved,Ifeel

special,Ifeellikehome,IfeellikeIbelong,Ifeelthis

ismyforever.



Hepecksmylipsfirstbeforemurderingmymouth

nowJoeThomas‘sLovesceneisplaying,his

caressingmybuttcheeks,hegroansstillinmy

mouthmakingmefeelhisdickthroughmystomach,

heliftsmeupandIwrapmylegsaroundhim,his

movingbutIdon’tknowwhere,myeyesareshut

becauseimtakinginthepleasure,histongueis

awakeningthelittlefreakinme

“Daddysiesmaan,yak!wenathat’smyplaceget

awayfrommydad”OhGodwheredidshecome

from,Itotallyforgotthereisakidinhere.I’mstillin

herfather’sarmsbythewayandwhatdoesshe

meanthisisherplace?Thisismyplacelittlegirl,

thismanjusttoldmeI’mhisforeverandI’mready

tokillforthatspotbaby,survivalofthefittestbaby

girl

“Getdownmaan,DaddyI’mtiredyouneedtotake

me”nowsheisstretchingherhandssigh!I’mnever

makingbabies,mymanputsmedownandscoops

littlekhweziup,heactuallyputsheronhischest

cozhedoesn’twanthertofeelhisamandlafist



downthere

“Nanait’spastyourbedtime,whereissismary?”

hesaytalkingtohisprincess,theydisappeardown

thepassagestilltalking,Iwonderwhich‘mary’is

this,hecomesbackdrinkingaglassofcoldwater,I

thinkIneedonetoo

“SisMaryissicktodaypapa,I’msleepingwithyou”

OhLordpleasehealmarythisinstant,Ineedsome,

mysoulneedsome,mycookieneedsome,JesusI

needsomesoulfoodandIneedthoroughservicing

“Okaybabylet’sgobathyoufirstthenangel”hesay

holdingmyhandpullingmewithkhwezionhis

chest,wedidn’tevenfinishourromanticsetup,

thosestrawberries,chocolatesandcreamsIsawI

didn’tdevourthem.Nowwehaveasixyearold

companybecauseMaryissick.IprayI’mstill

sufferingFromDD(Dickmatationdisorder)whenit

comestoMary



“BabyIwanttobathtoo,Iwilltaketheshower

pleaseborrowmeyourtoiletries”Isaylookingfora

gowntowearinhiscloset

“Iboughtyousomethings,checkontheleft”he

yellsfromthebedroom.Heactuallyboughtmea

nightdress,gown,morningshoesandthree

dresses.Ihavealsonoticedhelikesdressesalot.

Heboughtmeapondshamper,wellI’mapondsgirl

butIjustuseavanishingcreamonly,notthisfacial

whatwhatinfrontofme,thereisevenaponds

nightcreamsigh,Itakethenightcreamandthe

lotiontogetherwiththeshowergelafterundressing,

“CanIjoinyouprettyplease”khwezisayalreadyin

herpanties,Ilookatherfatherhelaughslooking

away,Ihavenochoicenowbuttobathwithmissus

here,thebathtabisalreadyfilledwithwater.We

bothgetinandIchoosemyside,Irelaxmynecka

bitclosingmyeyestoenjoybutno,Dlomoprincess

hereshiftsbetweenmylegsnowsheistheone

relaxingonmybreast.I’mstillnotmakingbabies

anytimesoonthisistorture



“Whydoyoucallmyfatherbaby?”howoldisthis

kidagain

“Whydoyoucallmybabyyourfather?”Ineedtobe

smartwiththisone

“Heismyfather”shesayturningtolookatme

“Wellheismybabytoo”Isaylookingbackather,

shelooksbackatmeforawhilebeforegoingback

toheroriginalposition

“Doyouhaveanychildren”that’srandomofherbut

letmegiveittoherstraight

“No”

“Wellmyfatherisnotyourbabyyoudon’thaveany

children”Jeezwhosechildisthisagain

“Okayyourfatherisnotmybaby,nowcanwedrop

this?”IaskpolitelycozMissDlomohereisshowing

meflames

“OkaybutIhaveonequestionfirst”Inod“whywere

youkissingmyfather”sheisbeingachildnowand

imnotgoingtodignifyherwithaproperanswer



Ikissherforeheadfirst“BecauseIcanandIcan

alsokissyou”,acamerasnapsusandweboth

raiseourheadtomymanstandingbytheentrance

takinguspictures

“JesusDaddywenakedgetout”thelittledivasay

hidingherchest,I’mtheonewithbreastshereandI

shouldbetheonewantinghimtogetoutbutNo,I

actuallywanthimtosuckthem.AndIdon’tgetwhy

mybathmatehereisactingcozherfatheristhe

onewhoundressedherandshewasokaywithit

“OkayIwantbothofyououtofthatwaterinfive,

I’mlonelyinhere”hesaystillstandingbythedoor

“OkayDaddy”herfatherdisappearschuckling,she

turnstolookatmeasshesighs“Yoh!Amadoda”

OkaynowIhavenoideahowtoreacttothis,imjust

speechless“comelet’sgetoutbeforehecomes

back”shesaystretchingherhandtomeIhaveno

choicebuttoobligeanddoastold.Wefinally

finishedourbathnowthelittledivaisbetweenus



onbedtalkingnonstop,imactuallysleepynow,I

thinkimgoingtosleepbeforethem.

Iwokeupverytiredbuttooearlyformyliking,

Khwezi’slegisonmystomach,andherfatheris

sleepingnicelynexttoher.Idecidetofreshenup

andmakethembreakfast.Imakethemsimple

Englishbreakfast,Iwonderwhyit’scalled‘English

breakfast’.Ifeelsomeonebehindme,whenIturn

itsAusiMary

“SawubonaAusiMary”Isaywithasmile

“Yebo”sigh“Whatareyoudoinginhere?Takingmy

jobtoo?”

“NoAusiMaryI’mjustmakingbreakfast”

“Wellthat’smyjob”withthatsaidsheturnsand

leaves,yoh!Iwonderwhyshehatesmesomuch.I

finishupandstillthistwoarenotcomingdown.I

cleanupandgocheckthembutlittlekhweziis

alreadydraggingherfatherdownthepassage



“Myheaven”hesaypeckingmylips“whyyouupso

early”Ijustshrug

“Imadebreakfast”Isaypeckinghislipsagain

“Really”Ipullachairforhimandthenscoopkhwezi

uptothechairnexttohim,Iservebothofthemand

sitinfrontofthem,Khweziblessesourfoodandwe

alldigin.SangoisallsmilesandlittleKhweziis

takingmybreakfaststraighttothegraveyard.

“CanIhavesomemoreshakeprettyplease?”this

oneeatslikeherfather,Iobligeandrefillhershake

“Babyyouwillleavelaterright?”heasksdrinking

hiscoffee

“Nobaby,IwanttoleaveabitearlyI……”hecutsme

off

“Pleaselove,Iwanttotakeyougirlsshopping”

“Prettyplease”Irollmyeyesandmymanisonthe

floorwithlaughter,thisgirlknowsherwayshame

this‘prettyplease’ofherscanconvinceJesusto

comeback



“Okayfine,helpmewiththedishes”Isaylookingat

Khwezi

Shegivesmealookbeforeshegetsuprunning“I

thinkmybabyisawakenow,sheneedstobathand

eat,thanksforbreakfastmamamogirl”sheis

alreadydownthepassageasshesay

“Whyisshecallingmemamamogirl”Iasktheman

infrontofme

“Idon’tknowbaby,whatareyoudoing?”canthe

seeI’mtryingtowashthedishes

SangocomesbehindmeasItrytowashthedishes,

hishandsbrushesmythighscaressingthemfrom

behindashekissesmyneck.Ifeelamessbuilding

up,hescoopsmeandputsmeonthecounter.He

takesmybreastfrommysilkynightdressand

sucksthem,Idon’tknowwhenmygowncameoff

butimonlyinmynightdressnow.Hegoesbackto

myneckkissingitmakingmybeantinglewith

pleasurewhilehisotherhandissqueezingmy



breastandtheotheroneisholdingmywaist.

Heputsmedownandturnsmearoundagain,then

hepicksmyonelegandputitonthechairasI’m

standingontheotherone,I’mactuallynotwearing

anyundiesbczIwashedthemyesterday.Hetakes

acreamsprayfromthetableandheavilyspraymy

cookiestillfrombehind,Ifeelshiversallovermy

bodyhisotherhandiscaressingmyassashedoes

this.

Hekneelsdownfrombehind,heputshishead

betweenmythighs,hislickingitlikeachillyice

creamifthereissuchlikehedoesn’twanttolickit

allatonce.Bothhishandsareopeningmyfoldsas

hedoesthis,histonguemakecircleswhen

reachingmycu*t.Goshimacryingmessnow,I’m

cryingtears

“AaaaahSangobaby,BunnyaaaahhhhYesssohhh

Noooooahhhhhbunny”IfeelthatIcamehard,im



actuallyshakingmylegfeelsweak,hecomesup

smilingandkissestheshitoutofme.Hepicksme

upandputsmebackonthecounter.

Hetakesmylegsandputthembothonthechairs

spreadingthemwidelyapart,heisbetweenmylegs

asherollshispjdown,heplayswithhisshaft

staringatmycu*t,Ifeelhotwatchingthis,he

comescloserandjustshoveshisd*ckinme

roughly,goshheisstaringinmyeyesashethrusts

deeplyinme,Iwanttomaintaineyecontactbutmy

eyesfailme.Ineedtoclosethemandfeelthis

pleasure.

Iliebackonthetableenjoyingthepleasure,this

infuriateshim,heisnowthrustingandplayingwith

mybeanatthesametime,Ifeelmyselfcuming

againbuthestops,I’mpanting,Iwanttoscream

butnoIwanthisd*ckinmemore.

Hetellsmetoholdthecountertightlyasheturns



meagain,mykneesareshakingIcan’tstand

properly,heliftsbothmylegsspreadingthemapart

likehisholdingawheelbarrow,hishittingitfrom

behind,it’slikehiscomingfrombelowhittingit

upward,Ithinkhiscuming,thehelllanguagehis

speakingconfirms,ohgoshimcumingtoo“Ooooh

mamayesyesmami,mamoyeeessahhhhhhhh

shit”that’shimcoming,Iwon’tsaymineIwas

worse

I’mtootiredtowalk,hetakeshispjpantsfromthe

floorandcleansmeupthenhim.Healsowipethe

floorandscoopsmeup.Heputsmeonthebed

whilehefillsatabwithwater.

Wearenowinthebathtabandmyheadisonhis

chest“Thatwasamazingmyheaven,ngiyabonga

mamangesibunuesimnandi(thankyoumommyfor

adeliciouspussy)”Icringe,doeshereallyhaveto

besoraw“WecanhaveroundtwoinherebabyI

heard……”hesayhishandalreadytravelingbetween



mythighs,Icuthim

“DlomoI’mtiredplease”Isaybegging,hechuckles

andkissesmyshoulder.“BabeIthinkIneedanap”

helaughs

ItookmynapandIwokeupwithanurgetopee

goshIpeealotlately.wewentshoppinglateron

andIjustboughtthingsthatIwillneedwhenI’mat

hishousebutthelittledivahadusonourfeetall

day.WenowgoingbacktothecarandIseea

chemist

“Sangolet’spassintheIneedthemorningafters”I

sayalreadytakingstepstowardstheshop

“MyheavenIboughtthemforyou,Iforgottogive

themtoyouinthemorningweleftthemathome”

hesayholdingmyhandtightly,Inodandhesighs

heavily“Myheavendon’tyouwanttospendthe

wholeweekwithme?Khweziisleavingtomorrow

I’mgoingtobelonely”



Ilaughathisstupidity“Whataboutmybrotherbaby

whatwillIsaytohim?”

“Icanorganiseanemailshowingyourattendingan

interview,orsomeinspectioninMpumalanga,I

knowsomeonefromAngloAmerican”whyisheso

clingy

“NoloveIdon’twanttolietomybrother,heis

already…..”hecutsmeoff

“Pleaselove…..”

“Nobabydon’t”Isaycuttinghimoff,hesighsand

looksstraight.

It’sabitsilentinthecaraswedrivebacktheonly

soundisfromlittleKhwezisingingwithher

headsetson.

WhenwereachthehouseIgostraighttothecloset

andpackmyclothes,underwearsandshoes.Igo

pastKhwezi’sroomtobitherfarewell.

“Younotleavingleavingright?Youjustleavinglike

mydadwhenheleavesathomecominghereto



workright”Inod“Pleasedon’tleaveme”

Ilaugh“Iwon’tleaveyoubabygirl”Isaybrushing

herback“Nowwriteyournumbersforme,Iforgot

tochargemyphoneyesterday”Isaykissingher

forehead,shehurriestoherpinkdeskandwrites

themdown.

IfinallyleaveherroomandIgotoourbedroomto

collectmybagbutIfindmymansittingstaringat

thewall,what’swrongwithhim?“Baby,areyou

okay?”Iasksittingnexttohim

Hepecksmylipsfirstandholdsbothmyhands“Do

youreallyhavetogo?”Inod“Hai!Anywaywhy

haven’tIgotanynotificationsshowingyouusing

yourcard?”Ijustsmilelookingaway“Babycanyou

makemeapromise”Inodagain“Pleasepromise

mefromtodaywhateveryoubuyyouwillusethat

card,evenifit’syourfemininethings”

“WhatfemininethingsSango?Youmeanpads?”I

ask

“Yesbabyandmedicinalthingsforwomananything



mylove,that’sallIask”goshhisbeingstrange

whatmedicinalthingswouldIbuy

“OkayloveIwill,let’sgo”Isaypullinghishand,I

don’twantthisconversationtogooncozIdon’t

knowwhatheisonabout
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It’sbeenovermonthnowandSangoandIwe

tighterthanever,sometimesIthinkthisisalla

dreamImeantheguyisadreamcometrueformeI



hopehedoesn’tchangeastimegoesby.Wellhe

didclarifysomethingslikethe‘houses’,thetwo

housesarebothhisandInowknowhisafarmer,he

sayseverythingheownsstartedfromhisfather’s

farm.

I’mstillvolunteeringatthehomebutIdon’tgo

everydayasbeforebecauseI’mcurrently

advertisingmycv,Jobhuntingistoughpeople,

Sangoisnolongerinterestedinhelpingmefinda

job,whenIaskedhimabouthiscontactatthe

DepartmentofWaterAffairshesaidthepersonsaid

hewilltakemenextyear,Idon’tbelievehim,lately

whenImentionmyjobhuntinghegetsveryirritated

buthedoesn’tknowSiphohasbeenhelpingmea

lot,whenheisoffhedrivesmearoundtodropmy

cv.

Todayheistakingmetoabraaiatoneofhis

brother’shouse,Istilldon’trecallalltheirnames.I

amatDinny’splace.Ihavebeenspendingalotof



timeatherplace,thingsarenotgoingsowell

betweenherandsizweandIthinksheistryingto

lethimgobutsheisstillinlovewithhim,my

brotheraskedmetokeephercompanycozhewas

worriedabouthersoimbasicallylivingintwo

placeslately.Ijustfinisheddressingandthegorilla

inthelivingroomwasveryimpatient

“Finally”hesayalreadystandinguptakinghiskeys,

thereasonItooksolongisbecauseIhadtochange

threetimes,I’mgainingweightlatelymostofmy

jeansInolongerbuttonthemandforsomereasonI

feelveryuglylatelyandImmoodyasfuck.He

opensmydoorandbucklesmethenhegoestohis

side.“Areyouhungrybaby?Wecangopastkfc”I

laugh

“Stopmakingmeanexcuseforyourkfccravings”

heloveskfcalotandhealwaysmakeanexcuse

sayingit’smyfavourite.Wedriveconversingover

Khwezi,herfatherwenthomelastweekbecause



shehadafightatschool.Hebuyshiskfcandeats

itrightawaywhiledriving.

Wefinallyarriveandthehouseisbeautiful,he

opensthedoorwithoutknockingandwemeeta

beautifultallslenderladycomingdownthestairs,

sheisverybeautifulbytheway,oneofthose

peopleyoucouldstareatthewholedayandnotget

tiredoftheirbeauty

“OhLordweblessedbyroyaltytoday,Vulawhois

thisgorgeousgoddess?”saysthebeautifullady

“MywomanButhumelo,BabythisisLisa,

Nkosinathi’swife”ohtherestaurantguy,Ijustsmile

“Whereisthegang?”

“Outside,pleasegobemymeatsecurityyouknow

thoseguys”

“Iwillgladlydosoifyoulookaftermywomanhere,

andpleasenowineforherLisajustjuice”mxm!

Thisonehecan’tevenpronouncemynamesober

andhethinksI’mtheonewiththeproblem,Iwonder

howwouldhepronouncemynamewhendrunk.



Lisagladlyobligestothedevil’sdemandandhe

disappearsafterkissingmyshoulder.Wewalkinto

aloungefullofbeautifulwomen,immediatelyim

intimidatedtheylooksophisticated,liketheyown

businesses,wowIdon’tknowifIshouldgreetor

whatI’mverynervous

“EveryonethisisButhumelo,Buthumelothisis

everyoneIwon’tboreyouwithalltheirnames”I

wanttocorrectthenameissuebutI’mverynervous

soIjustletitslide,fewrespondwith‘hellos’and

somejustmindtheirbusiness.

IsitonanemptyonesittercouchasLisapourstwo

glassesofwine,shehandsmeaglassofwineI

lookatherastonishedandshejustwinksand

disappearstowhatlookslikeakitchen,the

conversationgoingoninthisloungeisvery

interestingifyouwatchtheKardashiansandthe

realhousewifesofwhatwhatasformeI’mbored

asfuck.I’mabookgirlwellIwatchtvlikenormal



peopledo,sopies,news,talkshowsnotthosefancy

livingpeople.

IpasstimesippingmywinenicelybutItakesmall

sipsIdon’twanttoembarrassmyselflikeIdidwith

sango.Asexyladywalksinscreaming

“Bitcheeeeesssss”oh!Sheisveryloudandshe

lookslikekimherself,thatdresslookslikeitwas

madejustforher,somescreamatherbackwhile

somejustrolltheireyesasifbored“ThulaIsaw

yourollthosebigeyesatmeandifyoumustknowI

comebaringwonderfulnewforyou”noweveryone

isveryinterestedinwhatshehastosayevenIam

interested“Vulaishere”ohmyGodthescreamsin

thishousesometakeouttheirmakeupandpowder

theirnoses

“LihleIhopethisisnotoneofyourtricks,goshwhy

didIwearthisdress,anddoesmybootylookgood

inthisdress”thesocalledThulagirlaskstwirling

around,somelaughatherwhilesomecontinueto



fixthemselves“Nosiphowhyyoufixingyourselflike

that,stopbeingawhorethat’smymanandyou’ll

knowhetapsthisassonly”hmk!Ithinkmyblood

pressureisrising

“Andwhoareyou?Andwhodidyoucomewith?I

hopeit’snotmyThokosis…….”TheloudLihlewas

askingmebythewaybutLisacut’sherwalkingin

“Sheismyguestandthisismyhouse,andjustso

youallknowsheisVula’swoman”nowalleyesare

onmeagainandLihleistheonlyonelaughingmost

womeninhereseemdisgusted.

“LisaquitplayingVulawouldn’tdothattome”Thula

sayindisbelief

“Wellladieslet’sgoeatandThulaIdon’twantno

dramainmyhouse”Lisasayasweallwalkbehind

heroutside,

I’mveryboredbythewayIwishthiscouldbeover

already.PeopletaketheirsitsonthetableandI



don’tknowwhotositnextto,mymanisnothere

butsinceIknowMthoandNdunaIwillsitbetween

them,thereisnoprayingherealreadypeopleare

diggingin,IwonderwhereSangodisappearedto,he

hassomeexplainingtodo.

“WhereisSango?”IaskMthonexttome

“Hehadacall,he’llbehereanyminute”Inod,when

IraisemyheadI’mmetbyadangerouslookfrom

Lihlewoman,shelookslikeacharacterfrom‘wrong

turn’,shedoestheunthinkable,shedragsherchair

roundthetablemakingnoisethenshestands

behindmewithherchair

“Movebitch”didshejustcallmebitch?Andwhy

arethismenlaughing.Ijustturnmyheadlookingat

herandshelookslivid,Iknowmyfightsandthisis

notminethisgirllookslikeshecanmakemeherco

characterinwrongturnmovieinaminute

“LindelihleIsaidnodramainmyhou…..”someone

cutsher

“NoLeeisrightwhothisbitchisanyway?”Thula



asks

“SheisnoneofyourbusinessandifIwereyouI

wouldshutmywhoringmouthupandsaveallthat

energyforthenextdickyougoingtosucktonight”

MthosaytoThulaandtheguyslaugh,Mthoasks

metoshiftclosertoNdunasoicequeencansit

nexttohim,soIshiftandsheimmediatelysitsand

startsbrushingMtho’sthighs

Wearenoweatinginsilence,wellonlytheladies

arequiteasforthementheytalkingnonstopand

Sangoisstillnotback,Mthoisnowblushingwith

icequeentheyfeedingeachother,thosewith

partnersareconversingwiththeirpartners.Mtho

andicequeenbothstandupgigglingastheyleave

thetableallovereachother,thegentslaughatthe

site

“WhereyoufromBoitumelo?”sighbacktomeagain,

andwhoisthisone?Ohit’stheshyonewhosebeen

lookingatmelikeateenagerlookingathercrush,



asformynameI’mjustthankfulatleastoneperson

cancallitproperlywithoutburyingit12feetunder

“Free-State”Ianswerherwiththefakestsmileever

“Where?I’mfromBloem”whyisshetryingto

conversewithme

“Ficksburg”Isayagainwithmycheeksmile

“OhyourfromLesotho,thatplaceisLesothono

wonderyoulooklikerainedchicken”Thulasay

sippingherdrink,oneoftheguysreprimandher

“ActuallyIwouldalsoliketoknow,whoareyouand

whatareyoudoinghere?”oneoftheladiessay

clearlypissedtoo

“Thankyouatlastsomeoneiswithme,thisLesotho

girlcan’tjustcomeanddinewithusasifweher

friends……”

“Nosiphonotyoutoo,Thulapleasepleasejust

stop”Lisasayclearlyexhausted,Ineedtoleavethis

tableasinnow



“ExcusemeIneedtousethebathroom”Isayagain

withmyfakestsmile,IlieIdon’tevenknowwhere

thebathroomis,Ijustwanttogetoutofhere,Igo

straighttothekitchenandtakemybagasIdepart

usingthesamedoorweusedwalkinginbuttomy

surprisemymanisoutsidethedoortalkingonthe

phone,heturnsandlooksatmewithafrown

“EricIwillappointthemanagerfortheprojectbut

restassuredpick’npayinbusycornerwillbe

supplied,listenmanIhavetogomywifeiscrying

nowbutIwillmakesureIseeyouduringtheweek

sowefinalisethings”I’mnotevencryingimjust

sad“Suremyman,mypotatoeswillbereadyby

nextweek”hmk!HispotatoesIhopehisnottalking

aboutmypotatoes,hedropsthecallandcomes

towardsme“whodoIneedtomurderformakigmy

queenangry?”heaskskissingmyforehead

“Isnyulayourgirlfriendvula?”Iaskfoldingmyarms

“What?Hellno,weusedtofuckthat’sall,whywould



youthinkthat?”

“Areyoustillfuckingnow?”

“Sthandwasamicomeon,really?Whyyousomad?

IaskedyouwhodoIneedtomurder”

“Mysocalledsisterwifecalled‘Nyula’andsome

‘Nyonyipho’womanoh!Andthat‘Nyeric’person

you’regoingtogivemypotatoesnextweek”Isay

brushinghischest,helaughsoutloudbeforehe

pecksmyshoulder

“Wellnyulaandnyonyiphowegoingtokillthem

nowbutasfornyerichisnottalkingaboutyour

potatoeshisorderingpotatoesforhisstore,you

forgotyourmanisafarmerbabyhmm”hepecks

mylips“butasforyourpotatoes,wecangotomy

roomandyouhavealookandtasteiftheystill

intact”hesayswithaverystupidnaughtygrinon

hisface,Ilaughandsqueezehismanhoodhe

jumpsabit“let’sgozululamiyourkingisawake

nowandhewantshisqueen”hesaydraggingme

backinside



“BabywaitIwasjustteasingyouwenotgoingto

havesexinsomeone’shouse”Isayaswestanding

bythestaircase

“Comeonbabythisismybrother’shousehe

wouldn’tmind,NkosiandLisaalwayshavesexin

ourhouse”nowhesayingallthissqueezingme

verytighttohimcaressingmybutt

“Nop”Isaypushinghimaway“Nkosiisthe

restaurantguyneahbaby?”Iaskashedragsme

backoutsidebuthestopsandlooksatmesmiling

“Yesbaby,yazitheydidtellmethatyoudon’tknow

them,somesayyouevenjustpassthemwhenthey

seeyouintown”thatmightbetrue

“BabyI’mnotverygoodwithfacesespeciallyifI

haveseenapersononce,butIdoknowMtho,

Nduna,Gumede,Ndumiso,thechecker’sguyand

restaurantguyohandhowcanIforgetNkule”Isay

smiling,helaughsshakinghishead



“Nhlakaniphoisthechecker’sguyandthe

restaurantguyisNkosinathi,don’tworryyouwill

knowthemalleventually”hepecksmylips“Let’sgo

killsomepeople”hetakesmybaginhishandaswe

approachthetable,hepullsachairformyand

hangsmyhandbagonthechairthenhetakeshis

seat

“ThulaIhearyouhavesomequestions”hesay

holdingmyhandthenkissingit,thetableisnow

tenseespeciallytheladies,thegentsarejust

smiling“I’mwaitingphelaThulaIdon’thaveallday”

Misstalkativeisnowshylikeateenagercaught

havingsex“Nosipho,youwanttohelpyourfriend?I

seesheisnowtonguetied”Nosiphojustshakes

herhead

“Ididn’tthinkso,nowladieslistenthisismywoman

soontobemywifeandifanyofyouhavesome

queriespleasekeepthemtoyourselvesorbetteryet



goshovethemdownyourthroatswhilesucking

dicksneah”wellI’mhappy

“Mylovedon’tyouhavesomequeries?Wecango

suckmydicksoweshovethemdownyourthroat”

NkosinathisaytoLisaandthemaneruptin

laughter

“Bafoyou’rejustthirsty,justasknicely”theother

guysay“Ohlookwhoisback,LisaIthinkyour

houseisgoingtoneedadisinfectant”hesay

lookingatMthoandLihlewhojustwalkedbackall

overeachother“ThatwasquickMtho,youbanana

didn’tstand?”

“Wellatleastthehouseisgoingtobedisinfected

unlikeyourdick,Ithinkyouneedtoreleasetoo

muchsaltisnotgoodforagrownman,whenlast

wasyourdicktakencareof?Nottalkingaboutself-

serviceofcourse”Mthosaywithasmirk

“Welltonightit’sgoingtobetakencareof,right

Thula?”noweveryonelaughs,Iwonderwhythis



Thulawomanistakenasajoke,wellIdon’tlikeher

either,shejustmxm!Himandstandsuppissed

“comeonsweetyIwaskidding”hesaystill

laughingeveneveryoneisstilllaughing

“I’msorrymyheaven,areyouokaynow”Inod,my

manisconversingwithme

“Lisathankyouforthemeatbutiphiipapa?”(Where

ispap)mymanaskseatinghismeat

“ThereisnopapahereVulaeatyourrolls”Lisasay

givinghimalook

“HaiyouseewhyIwillneverletgoofsisMary,this

womendon’twanttocook”mostmanagreewith

him

“Boitumeloyougoingtoletthatthirstywoman

aroundyourman?”thebloemwomanasks,Ijust

laughshakingmyhead,mostwomenhereseem

agreewithmebutthemenaresayingotherwise.

Icansaythecrowdismuchbetternowwithmy



manaround,theonlyisolatedbitchisnosiphoI

guessshemissesherfriend.Lisaandthebloem

girllookslikenicebutimnotabouttobefriendthis

bitches,theylooklikethetypetogossipbehind

eachother’sbacks.

WeleftthehouseverylateandIsleptallthewayto

hishouse,Ijustwokeupnowandit’searlyinthe

morning,Icheckthetimeonmyphoneandits

04:00amsigh,whydoIwakeupsodamnearly,I

untanglemyselffromhistightgripandgofreshen

up.

Iheadtothekitchentomakesomethingtoeat,I

decidetomakeastrawberrycheesecake.WhenI’m

doneImakemyselfahotcupofcoffeeandtakemy

hugepieceasIgositintheloungewatchtv.Thisis

heavenandthiscomedyI’mwatchingisgoingwell

withthecheesecake

“Oh!It’syou?Whyyouupsoearly?”oh!Lordsave

me,whyissheupsoearly



“Icouldn’tsleep”Ijustanswerherwithoutlooking

ather,Idon’tevenoweheranexplanationbuthereI

amexplainingmyselftomyboyfriend’shelpand

wheredidshecomefrom,Ididn’thearthedoor

opening,meaningshesleptinthehouse

“Ihopeyoudidn’tmakeamess,Idon’thaveallday

today”InevermakeamessandevenifIdoI

alwayscleanupaftermyselfsoI’mnotgoingto

dignifyherwithananswer“MadamI’mtalkingto

you”shesayswithaverycheekyattitudeandsince

whenam‘madam’toher,letmehaveatalkwith

thiswoman,thekindatalkshewillunderstandshe

istoooldtobeactinglikeabitchdeniedanorgasm.

Istandupwalkingtowardsher,Idropmy

cheesecakeonthefloorandsmearwithmyfoot

“Ooops!Mybadthecakefell”Ibumphershoulder

intentionallytoputmyplateandmuginthekitchen

butthenIrememberIhaveamaidmoosandI’m

madam,IturnandputthemonthetableIwas



sittingat“Marybeamaidandwashthose”Isay

andwinkatherasIwalkupthestairs,Ifeelher

eyesonmybackuntilIdisappear,Ihavehaditwith

thiswoman.Andwhyisthismanstillsleeping?It’s

06:30inthemorning.

“Sangotsohamaan”(wakeup)Isayshakinghim,

heyawnsandlooksatmelikeI’mcrazy

“Myheavenwhat’swrong”heasksverycalmand

stillsleepyashell

“VukamaanImissyou”(wakeup)hesitsand

pecksmynose

“Whoisteachingyouabovukalove,andwhyyou

upsoearly?”

“Siphobaby,Ijustcouldn’tsleep”Isaymassaging

hisbigtoes

“Youseemtospendalotoftimewithhim,Iwantto

meethim”Ijustlaughhecan’tbeserious

“Gofreshenup,Imadeyoucheesecake”hesmiles

showinghisdimples



“Really?Ican’twaitmybaby”hesayalready

disappearinginthebathroom,Idecidetomakethe

bedinthemaintimeandtidyupabit,heseemsto

beshoweringnowhewillfindmedownstairs

‘vuruvaying’hishelp.

Ohshecleanedthecheesecakegoodgirl,sheis

nowwashingthedishesandnow!!!Whatthehell

“WhereismycheesecakesisMary”Iaskwithan

attitude

“Iamamaidnotacheesecakeguard”shesayswith

asmirkonherface

“WellIwantmycheesecake,Ileftithereonthe

table”

“Lookforitthenmadam”shesaysandleavesme

fuming,thisbitchbetternothaveeatenmycake,I

checkeverywhere,cupboards,fridge,ovenhaibo!

Didthiscakegrowapairoflegsandwalkoutof

here



“I’mdonemyheaven,whereismycake?”heasks

walkingin

“Maryateit”Isaywithatremblingvoice,I’mtwo

minutestotearland

“Allofit?Okayyoucanmakemesomethingelse”

hesaysittingdown

“I’mnotmakinganything,whydon’tyouaskyour

preciousmaidtomakeyousomethingsincesheate

mycake,andwhileatittellherIwantmycake”I

stormoutofthekitchen,Idecidetogoshowerand

leavethisplacebeforemymanwitnessmeinWWE

cheesecakeraw.Nxa!Bloodybitch!

Imakemywaydownstairsaftershoweringwithmy

bag,theyarehavingbreakfastinthekitchenand

theyarelaughing,whyamIjealousthough?Ena

sheisverybeautifulshamealthoughsheisolder

thanhimbutwiththismalespeciesyouneverknow,

tothemcookieiscookiewhetheroldoryoungsigh!

Ihavetostopthis….



“Hau!sthandwasamiyoudonecomehave

breakfast,sismarymadeusfullEnglishbreakfast”

hesaypattingthesitnexttohim,Ididn’teven

realiseIwasstaringatthemstandingbythedoor

“NoI’mfullpleasetakemehomewhenyou’redone”

Isay

“Babyyouwillleavela………”

“Vulamasango,Iwanttoleavenow”hestopseating

andlooksatmewithafrown,whyishecomingto

me

“Mamiwhat’swrong?DidIdosomething?Isthis

aboutthecheesecake?”hesayhisputtinghis

handsonmyshoulderlookingdownatme,Ishake

myheadno“thenwhy….”sismarycutshimoff

“VulathereissomethingIneedtoaddresswiththe

bothofyou”whyisshecallinghimbyhisname,

andwhyisthismanleavingmeattendingher

“Comebabylet’shearsismaryoutwilltalkabout

thiswhenwearedone”hesayholdingouthishand



forme,Isighandgositnexttohim

“VulaIhavebeenwithyoufor8yearsandyou’ve

alwaystoldmetotellyouwhenthereissomethingI

don’tlikesowecouldfixit,wellIdon’tliketheway

madamhere…..”vulacutsher

“Wait,whyyoureferringtoherasmadam”

“It’swhatshesaidIshouldcallher”sheislyingbut

Iwanthertofinishherlies,Sangogivesmeavery

unpleasantlook“anywayasIwassaying,Iseeshe

hatesmebuttodayitwasworsewhenshesmeared

hercheesecakealloverthefloordeliberatelyIhad

tocleanafterherallthewayupthestairs,youcan

evencheckhersleepers”wowthisbitchisclever

“Ontopofthatsheleavesthingslyingaround,I

havetocleanafterherallthetime,Ijustaskthat

sheatleastgivesmeachancetodomyjob

properly,Igetshedoesn’tlikemebut..”avery

unhappyvulacut’sheroff



“It’sokaysismaryyoudon’thavetoexplain”he

turnstomeandIcanseehisverypissed“I’mvery

disappointedinyou,whywouldyouill-treatsis

marybothumelo”

“YesIagreetosmearingmycakeonthefloor

becauseIwastreatingherthewayshetreatsme,

thiswomandoesn’tlik…….”

“Bothumelowhywouldsismarynotlikeyou?”Ican

tellhisannoyed

“Idon’tknowaskher,sheistheonewhois…….wait

whyamIexplainingmyself?”

“Don’tpissmeoffbuthumelojustanswerthedamn

questions”

“Mxm!Youknowwhatnevermind,I’mreallysorry

sismaryyouwon’thavetodealwithmeagain”I

saystandingup,

Imakemywayoutofthehouseandleavethetwo

coupleconsolingeachother,thisgateisquitefar

damn!Eishit’sthatguardagain.



“Hellosir”Isaysmilingwipingmytears

“Yebontombiyamiukhalelani?”(Yesmybabywhy

youcrying)helooksquiteconcernedshameifonly

heknewI’mcryingoverahelp

“It’snothingserious,Iwaswonderingifyoucould

openformeIreallyneedtoleave”Ibeg

“MybabyyouknowIcan’tdothat,UVulahastocall

mefirstsoIcanopenforyou”Ifeelveryweakand

thisisnothowIimaginedmyweekendtobe,Iwon’t

botherbegginganyfurtherIknowhewon’topenfor

me,Ijustdecidetositdownonthepavementwhile

Ithink

“Youcancomesitwithmemybaby,youdon’thave

tosittherethissunistoohot”heisverynicebut

nowIjustwanttocryinpeace

“ThankyoubutI’mfinentate”Isaylookingdown,I

don’twanthimtoseemytearsagain.Ican’tbelieve

hetookhismaid’ssideovermine,Igettheyhave



knowneachotherthelongestbuthedidn’tthink

twicehejustbelievedher,maybetheyarefucking

afterallImeansheisverybeautifulandsexyas

fuckandthosebreast,Ihavereadaboutpeople

sayingtheyhaveassfordays,weeks,monthsand

yearswellIhaven’tseenthatbutI’msureashell

haveseenbreastfordays,weeks,monthsand

years.IwonderifhemakeshercumlikeIdo,how

doesheholdherImeanwiththosebreastshehas

alltheedgestoholdonto,sigh!Myboyfriend’s

maidshowedmeflames,wellex-boyfriendnow

coz……

“Areyoudonebeingcrazy?”what’shedoinghere,

heshouldbecuddlingwithhisgirlfriendaftertheir

sweetlovemaking

“Pleasetellyourguardtoopenyourgateforme”I

saylookingdownIdon’twanttoraisemyheadand

givehimthesatisfaction

“No”

“Whatdoyoumean‘no’,Iwanttoleaveyouin



peacewithyourpreciousmaid,justopenthedamn

gatesoIcanleave”thismanmustnottestme,I’m

pissedasfuck

“Iseeyourstillcrazy,youknowwheretofindme

onceyou’vecalmeddownandIwon’tbecoming

backinthissunmina”hesayleaving,Ican’tbelieve

hisnervehowamIgoingtoleavethisplace,Ionly

haveoneoptionleft

Iwailoutloud,Imakesuremycryispiercing

enoughforhimnottoignoreme,theguardcomes

runningandhealsoreturnbackrunning

“Babywhat’swrong?Didsomethingbiteyou?I

shouldn’thaveleftyouhereimsosorrysthandwa

samishowmewhereithasbittenyou”heis

suffocatingme

“Don’ttouchmeIwanttoleaveyouwithyour

vampiremaidsoshecanbiteyoutoo”Imakesure

thatI’mstillcryingloudly“Pleaseopenthegatefor

mesir”nowI’mlookingattheguard



“OkaybabyIwilltakeyouhomelet’sjustgoinside

so…..”

“IwantnothingtodowithyoujustopenthegateI

willcallanuber”

“Nowyou’rebeingstubbornfornothing,it’seitherI

takeyouhomeorI’mnotopeningthegate”

“Really?Let’ssee”Iwipemytearsanddialthe

police“HellosirIwouldliketoreportakidna…..”he

snatchesmyphonefastanddropsit

“DamnitbuthumeloI’mtryingreallyhardtocontain

myselfdon’tpushme”hispissed

“Openthedamngateandleavemethefuckalone”

I’mmadasfuck

“Babkhaphelapleaseopenthegatebuttell

Abongiletodriveherhome”Isnatchmyphone

backfromhishandandwalkbehindkhaphela.



Myuberarrivesjustintime,Igetinandleavehis

assstandingbythegatewiththeAbongileguy,I

refusedhisliftcozIwantnothingtodowithhim.I

gostraighttomybrother’splaceIdon’twanttobe

arounddinny’ssorrowsnow,Ihavemyowndrama,

mymanhasleftmeforhishelp.Thereisnoonein

thehouseandI’mthankfulbecauseIjustwantto

sleep.

GoodMorningguys

Let'slike,comment,share,followandinvitefriends

Theotheroneiscominglatertoday,enjoyyourday
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Insert12

IcriedmyselftosleepandI’mstillnotfeelingany

better,Icheckmyphoneandthereisnomissed

callsfromhim,thathurtsmorebutwhatdidI

expecthisgothimselfawomanwithbreastfor

24/7.Idon’tthinkIwillmakeittothehometoday



“AusyMakatlyyyy”Icallhernameoutloud,Idon’t

evenwanttogetoutofbed

“Yesbaby”shereplies

“I’mnotcomingintoday,I’mnotfeelingwellperiod

painsareshowingmeflames”Ilie,thereisno

periodshere,speakingofwhich,Ihaven’tseenmy

periodsintwomonthsbutIusuallymissmy

monthssometimes

“OkaybabynoproblemIwilltellmamLinda”

“Thankyou”yahneah!Mjolo(dating)willshowyou

flamesshame!

IthinkIsleptagaincozimnowbeingwokenupby

myringingphone,IcheckthetimefirstbeforeI

answerit’s13:00wowIsleptshamemyheart

shouldbeokaynow,eishthisoneIwonderwhathe

wantsIthoughtheblockedme

“Hello”Isaywithastraightvoice

“Hmm!don’ttellmeyourstillsleeping”



“YesIam,howcanIhelpyouTsietsi?”heshouldn’t

trymeimnotinthemood

“Yoh!Icanhearyou’reinabadmood,anywayI

calledtotellyouIhaveafriendwhoownsacertain

company,andheneedssomeonetoassisthis

projectmanagerinjhbtemporarilyhisbusywith

anotheroneinCapeTown”

“OhTsietsithankyousomuch,Icandoit”nowim

beingnice

Hechuckles“Okayhewillcallyoutodaycozheonly

hasthisweekinjhb,keepyourphonetoyourself”I

laugh

“ThankyouTsietsi”

“Yourwelcome,haveagreatoneandgokillitneah”

“Iwon’tletyoudown,thankyouonceagain”

“Byelet’stalklater”hedropsthecall

ThankyouLordthisisjustwhatIneeded,Imake

mybedquicklyandshowerlikemyex,thatman

didn’ttakemorethantenminutesintheshower,



whyamIcallinghimanex?Hedidn’tdumpme

moosbuthedidtakehismaidsideoveryourssigh,

letmecleanthishousewhileIwaitforthecall.It’s

now15:00andthereisstillnocallmaybeTsietsi

justwantedtogetbackatmeforthatrestaurant

scene,phelayouneverknowwithexes.Ohthereis

acallcomingthrough,letmefixmyschoolEnglish

Shititsdinnyyoh!

“Dinny”Isayanswering

“Whatdidyoudotoyourman?Heisbitingour

headsoff”Idon’thaveaman

“Webrokeup”Isay

“What?Why”Ithoughtshedidn’tlikehim,she

shoulddancehervoshoohappydancenow

“It’salongstoryaunty,IwilltellyouwhenIseeyou”

“I’mnottheonewhobrokeupwithyouwena,don’t

callmethatanywayareyouokay?”

“I’mfineauntyIhavetogo”IlieIjustdon’twantto

talkaboutmyex



“F*ckyou,bye”thisbitchisgrown,Idon’tknowwhy

shedoesn’twanttobecalled‘aunty’

ImightaswellstartcookinglookslikeTsietsiwas

playingme,Ihatehimtothecore.It’snowafter

17:00lookslikeIsleptonthecouchbecauseI’m

wokenupbyZanygivingmemyphone.Isleepalot

latelymaybethat’swhyI’mgainingweight.Idon’t

recognisethisnumber,letmecallitbackmaybeit

mightbeTsietsi’sguythereisstillhope

“Makoti”shititsMthohisyellowvoiceisnothardto

miss

“Hi,howareyou?Imissedyourcall”Idon’tknow

whattosaytohimcozIdon’tknowwhyhiscalling

me

“I’mnotfineatall,it’syourmanhe…”Icuthim

“Heisnotmymanwebrokeup”

“What?Why?”hesoundsshocked

“Heissleepingwithhismaid”

“WhoMaria?”hechuckles“I’mtheonefu*king



maria,hewouldn’tfu*kherevenifshewasthelast

pu**ystanding”geezthisguyandlanguage

“WellsomethingisgoingonbetweenthemandI’m

notgoingtobepartofthat”

“MamelaMamtaung,Idon’tknowwhatwentdown

betweenthetwoofyou,butVulaisnotokay,he

lockedhimselfinhissanctuaryandhehasadripto

attendtomorrow,IamveryworriedIdon’tknow…..”

goshhisrambling

“Mthowhatdoyouwant”

“Ineedyoutocallhimplease,heneedstoleave

tomorrowandIcan’tconfirmanythingifhisstill

lockedinhisplace”

“Idon’twanttotalktohim”

“PleaseMamtaungpeoplearedependingonthis

drip,pleasedoitforkhwezikeifyoucan’tdoitfor

me”bloodyyellowmosquito

“What’swrongwithkhwezi?”

“Sheiscryingsheneedstotalktoherfatherbuthe

isnotpickingup”Idropthecallandtextmyex,I



reallydon’twanttotalktohim

Me:PickyouphoneKhweziislookingforyou

Ithrowmyphoneontheothercouch,Idon’teven

wanttoseehisresponse

“Haibo!Kengsunflower?”(What’swrong)my

brotheraskswalkinginthelounge

“IwaswatchingasadmovieyouknowhowIget”I

lie

“Idon’tknowwhyyouwatchitifitmakesyoucry,

anywayRakgadiDee(Auntydimpho)iscomingshe

hassomechurchconference”ohLord

“When?Godwhereisshesleeping?”I’masking

becauseIdon’twanttoseeher

“Idon’tknow,sometimesshesleepshereorat

dinny’s”

“HaigoodnightBoboIwillmakesureI’mscarce

whenshearrives”heswearsmeforcallinghim

BoboasImakemywaytomybedroomwhereI

sleepmybrokenheartedself



Iwokeuptovula’stextinthemorning

Bunny:I’mleavingtodayIwillbebackonFriday

Me:Goodforyou

Bunny:mylove

Bunny:pleasedon’tleaveme

Me:youchooseyourmaidoverme

Bunny:Ididn’tchooseanyonebaby,pleasedon’tdo

this

Me:Vulamasangosendsomeonetocometakeyour

cardandphones

Bunny:whataboutmychild

Me:whataboutkhwezi?

Hejustblueticksme,hedoesn’treply,Nxa!Ilogout

nowI’mcryingagainthisniggerreallydidanumber

onme,myphoneringsinmyhandasI’mrereading

theconversationthinkingoftheclevershitI

should’vesaid



“Hello”

“HiyourspeakingtoThabisofromTTConstruction,

isthisBoitumelo?”ohLordTsietsicamethroughfor

me

“Yessirit’sme,howmayIhelpyou?”whereismy

schoolEnglishkanti

“I’mflyingtocapetowntoday,Iwaswonderingif

wecanmeettoday,IwastoldyoudidProject

ManagementmoduleatschoolI’minneedof

someoneofyourexpertise”thereisalivingGodout

therepeople

“Whenwouldyoulikeustomeetsir?”

“Howis09:30foryou?”

“It’sperfectthankyou”

“Nothankyou,Iwillsendyoutheaddress,enjoy

yourday”

“Youtoosirthankyou”Iscreamontopofmylungs

afterdroppingthecall,Iquicklygothroughmy

morningroutineandtakealongbath.Ineedtolook



goodforthis.WhenI’mdoneIcallTsietsitothank

himwhileIwaitformyuber.

Thebuildingisnotthatbighere,youcantellthat

thecompanyisstillgrowingbutI’mgrateful

regardless.

Themeetingwentwell,andIcanhappilysayiman

assistantprojectmanageratTTconstruction.

ThankstoTsietsi,Ineedtothankhimproperly.

“ThankyouMofokengemotle”(clannames)Isay

whenheanswers

“Nobiggie,Ihearyougotthejob”

“Yeahandit’sallthankstoyou,IthinkIshouldtake

yououtforlunchjusttothankyou”

“NopIwillpassIdon’twantyourmanthreatening

tounitemewithmymakersoonerthanmytime”we

nevertalkedaboutthat

“Hewasnotmyman,butIunderstandanywayIjust

wantedtothankyou”

“YoucanthankmewithACCorBM’s”weboth



laugh,weusedtobakealotinourvarsitydayshe

evensoldsomejusttomakeextracashforourfirst

romanticgateway(Apple&Cinnamoncupcakes/

Bananamuffins)

“IwillgladlydosoalthoughIwillbakeonweekend

coztomorrowimgoingtoworkalready”Ican’t

believeI’maworkinglady

“Okaytumza,I’mhappyforyoulet’stalklaterneah”

“sharp”

Ithrowmyselfonthecouchandtakeamomentto

thankGod,imnotthekneelingtype,wellIdokneel

sometime,callmecrazybutIjustthankGod

wheneverIfeelso,whetherI’minthetoiletdoing

number2orwhenimnakedifIneedtothankhimI

doitandrightnowI’mdoingitwiththetvon.

Theweekprogressedquitequickly,workisamazing

nowIknowhowitfeelstodosomethingyouwent

toschoolfor,it’sveryeasyformetodelegatethe



tasksgiventome.Ididprojectmanagementat

schoolanditwasn’tmyfavouritebutIdidn’thateit

either,Ilovedthelecturerthough,hewasanoldguy

veryoldschoolbutIwillneverforgethismotto,he

usedtosay“Hosenkeqetoentseeleqetoyahose

nkeqeto”(Notmakingadecisionisstilladecision

nottomakeadecision),heencouragedusalotto

notbeafraidofmakingdecisionsandspeakingof

decisionsIhavemadeadecisiontoletSangogo.

It’sbeenfullfivedayshehasn’treachedout,now

I’mfullysurethatIwasjustaflingbutwhatcanI

sayIwillbestrongitiswhatitisbutI’mbitteras

fu*k.Todayit’sSaturdayandI’mvisitingTsietsiwe

goingtobakeourfamousACC,Idon’tdressuptoo

muchIdon’twanttogivehimawrongimpression.

WedatedanditwasgreatthenbutnowIjustwant

tofocusonmycareerandleavemjolo(dating)

alone,thatshitisnotforthefaint-heartedlikeme.

ItakemytoiletrieswithmebecauseI’mgoingto



Dinny’splaceafterwardsthemightyDr.Dimpho

MotaungIscomingtodayandsheissleepingatmy

brother’s,herconferenceistomorrowIhopeshe

leavesstraightafter

Hmk!IsTsietsirealrightnow?Thisbuildingis

freakinggorgeoushowcanheaffordtoliveinsuch

place,heisstandingbythedoor,thisarethekinda

flatsIwanttoliveinwhenIstartmakingmoney,not

thosekindwhereyoucanhearyourneighbours

breathingintheirhouse

“Thisisbeautiful”Isaystandinginfrontofhim,he

makesawayformetocomein

“Itry,youlookbeautiful”hesayleadingthewayto

thekitchen

“Thankyou,youleavealoneinhere?”IhadtoaskI

don’tknowhowhecanaffordthis

“No,I’mlivingwithVusimycolleagueandfriendbut

latelyhehasbeeninPretoriaduetowork,Juice?”I

nod“Let’sgowatchamoviewillbakelaterit’sstill

early”Idon’tlikethisIideabutIoblige“Choose,we



canwatchfiftyshadesseries”Ichokeonmyjuice

I’mnotwatchingthatwithhim

“Letmesee,wenotwatchingthat”helaughs

lookingatme

“I’mcoming,imgoingtofixussomesnack”he

disappearsasIsearchandfindTemptations.

Confessionsofamarriagecounsellor.Ilovetyler

perrysomuchandIknowI’mgoingtoenjoythisa

lotandknowingTsietsihewillenjoyitregardless,

heisatvguy.

Hecamebackandweenjoyingourmoviewith

pauseshereandtherediscussingourversionsof

themovie.Thereisaknockatthedoor,heattends

toitandtomysurprisehecomesbackwithThula,

what’sthisbitchdoinghere

“Whatareyoudoinghere?”sheasksfirst

“Sheisvisitingme,whatareyoudoinghere?”

Tsietsiasksher

“Vusiaskedmetocomefetchhislaptop”Tsietsi



nodsandsitbackonthechairasshedisappear

withafrownonherfacedownthepassage

“Sheismyhousemate’ssister”Inodandpress

continueonourmovie,I’mnotcomfortable

anymorethisbitchistakinglonginthatroom.She

comesbackandsitsoppositetous,shetakesour

snackandindulgewithoutsayinganything,Tsietsi

doesn’tmindeish!WherecanIbuylightingIneedto

strikethiswhore?

“It’sanicemovie,thegirlisgoingtocheat”who

askedher?Shejustspoiledthewholemovieforme

“Really?ItoldyouTumzathatIdon’tsmellahappy

endinghere”

“Waitthisisher?Asintumzatumza?”what’sshe

talkingabout,Tsietsinods,“wow,yourpussymust

bemadeofgold”okaybitch

“Thulahaimaanyouwon’tdisrespectmyguestlike

that”Tsietsireprimandher

“Noit’sfine,it’sanovencookieifyoumustknow,



verywarmunlikeyourmortuarypussywaitingfor

ghoststowarmitup”whyishermouthopen,it’s

whatshewantedmoosformyunholyselftocome

toplay“Andohbythewayhismyexwenot

fucking”Ihadtoputitoutthere,Idon’twantthis

bitchspreadingrumoursaboutme

“Youtwoknoweachother”heisveryslow,noneof

usanswerhim.It’squitefromthereonwardswe

justwatchingourmoviequietly,Tsietsi’sphone

ringsandheexcusehimself.Thulaislookingathim

ashespeaksonthephoneoutsidethebalcony,the

lookinhereyessaysalot.Sheisinlove.

“Youlovehim?”Iask

“Yesbutheisstillinlovewithyou”shesaynot

lookingatme,sheisstillstaringathim

“Whydoyousaythat?”nowsheturnstolookatme

“Ihaveknownhimsincehelivedwithmybrother

andIhavebeeninlovewithhimsincethenbutI



havemadepeacethatI’mjusthisfuckbuddysince

yourpictureisstillonhisbedside”shelaughs

lightly“Andyouknowwhat’sworse?”Ishakemy

head“Hesometimescall‘tumza’whenhecums,I

justdidn’tknowitwasyou,weseemtobemoving

inthesamecirclegirl”sigh

“Areyoustillsleepingwithhim?”sheknowswho

I’mtalkingabout,Idon’tcareaboutTsietsimoaning

myname

“No,hestoppedfuckingmeawhileback”she

seemsgenuine“Doyoustilllovehim”sheisasking

aboutTsietsinow

“No,Ialsodon’tthinkhestilllovesme,wewere

moreoffriendsthanlovershejustfeelsguiltyof

howthingsunfoldedbetweenus”shenods“But

thankyoufortellingme,IwillmakesureIsethim

free”shenodsagain

“You’renotbadbutIstilldon’tlikeyou”shesay

Ilaugh“Idon’tlikeyoueither,freeadvice?”she

nods“Fightforyourspot,helikescourageous

women,gogetters,removethatpictureonthe



frameandputyours,wishhimagreatdayahead

andaskhimhowhisdaywaslateron,heisa

simpleguythat’swhyit’seasytobefriendhim,just

showhimyou’renothereforfriendship”she

mouthsathankyoubecauseTsietsijustwalkedin

Shemovesfromhercouchandsqueezesherself

betweenus“Excuseme,Tumimoveabitwecanall

fithere,Ican’tseeproperlyonthatcouch”Ilaugh

cozIknowsheislying,sheisnotabadpersonshe

isjustnotsoluckyinmjolo

Wehadfun,weneverbaked,wewatchedmovies

thewholedayandlaterontheydrovemetomy

aunt’splacenowI’mallaloneinthishousethe

ownerisnothereandherphoneisonvoicemail.

Shewalksinsmilinglikeadeadsheep’sheadinthe

pot.

“Oh!BabeIbroughtyoufoodtocelebrateyourjob”

shesayputtingabrownpaperbagonthetable,who

buyspeoplefoodtocelebrate



“Thankyou,wherewereyou?”Iaskalreadyeating

“IhadadateandwowIhaven’tbeenthishappyina

longtime”shelookshappy

“AbutiSizweshouldtakeyououtmoreoften”

“WhosaidanythingaboutSizwe?”Ifrown“Imet

someonewhileontheprojectI’mworkingonin

Pretoriaandhisbeenaskingmeout,soIgavehim

achance”

“You’recheating?”Iaskshocked

“No,I’mnurturingmycontingencyplan”OhLord

pleasetakethewhoringdemonoutofmyaunt

“Youcan’tdatesomeonewhileyoupregnantwith

anotherman’schild”

“Whosaidso?WellIamandthereisnothingyouor

anyoneisgoingtosayaboutit”thisbitchiscrazy

“Whataboutabutisizwecomeonyoucan’t……”she

cutsmeoff

“Tumiyouofallpeopleknowmystruggleswith

Sizwe,I’mtiredoflovingsomeonewhodoesn’tlove

meback,I’mtiredofwaitingforhimtoclaimme,I’m



tiredofbeingasecret,I’mtiredofbeinganindoor

girlfriend,I’mtiredofdatingamanforfreaking

sevenyearsandtheonlythingIhavetoshowforit

istwobabieswithnoring,sonoI’mmovingonand

hecangojumpinthenextbridgetohell”

IknewtheywerehavingproblemsbutIdidn’tthink

itwouldgettoapointwheresheletshimgo,hai!

Mjolo“Okaydon’tbitemyheadoff,I’mhappyifyour

happybutdidyoubreakupwithhim”Ihavetoask

“YesbuthesaidI’mcrazyheisnotlettingmego”

sigh!YouseewhatI’mtalkingaboutsotechnically

sheischeating“Andwena,younevertoldmewhy

youbrokeupwithVula”thatoneIdon’twanttotalk

aboutbutthisoneismydayoneniggerIhavetotell

her,soInarratethewholethingtoher“Sohedidn’t

dumpyou?”sheasks

“Hedidn’thaveto,hisactionssaiditall”Idefend

“Youcanbequitestupidsometimes,anywayhe

saidIshouldtellyouhewillbeoutofthecountry

andhewillbebacktomorrow”



“Iknowhetextedme,buthehasn’treachedout

sincethen”

“Ijustsaidheisoutofthecountry,whyyousosour

lately?Yourworsethanvinegar”shemustn’ttryme,

sheismyauntandallbutIcanstillgiveherapiece

ofmymind“A.adon’tgivemethatlookI’mnotyour

matenna”

“Youaredimpho’slittlesisterafterall”weboth

laugh“Iwanthertoleavestraightafterher

conference”

“Metoo,anywayimexhaustedmybabywantsto

sleep”shesayyawningandbrushinghertummy

Wesleptinherroomcozwehadtoomuchto

gossipabout,Idon’tknowwhenwesleptexactly

shekeptgoingonandonabouthernewman,im

honestlynothappywiththis.

Whocouldbecallingmeatthistime,‘Bunny’

flashesonthescreenit’s3ambytheway



“Hello”Isaysleepyashell

“Myheaven,howareyou?I’msorryforwakingyouI

justlandedandIneedtoseeyounow,Ican’ttake

anymoreofthistorture”Iwasn’ttorturinghimwe

brokeup

“NoSango…..”hecutsmeoff

“Pleasesthandwasami,Iknowwehavealottotalk

aboutbutcanIpleaseseeyoujustsowecaniron

somethings”Imissedhearinghim

“OkayIwillseeyouinthemorningbutwejust

talkingandI’mnotgoingtoyourhouse”hai!MjoloI

wasbreathingfirelikeadragondaysagobutnowI

justmelthearinghim

“Okaymommy,canIseeyouearly,wehavealotto

talkaboutmaybe08:00”

“Okay,night”helaughs,goshIevenmissedhis

laugh

“It’sactuallymorning,Daddylovesyouokay

mommy”aargh!I’mablushingmessnow,Idropthe



callandsleeplovingly.

Goodnightguys

Let'scomment,likeshareandinvitefriends

[09/27,07:13] :HISFOREVER

Insert13

Goshwhyisshewakingmeupsoearlyinthe

morning“Haitsohamaantumi”(wakeuptumi)she

sayshakingme

“Eish!Keng?”(Whatisit?)Iaskannoyed

“Yourmanishere”what?“Heisbeenheresince

08:00,its10:00nowandIhaveranoutofthingsto

talkaboutwithhim”

“Whydidn’tyouwakeme”Iaskrushingtothe

bathroom

“HesaidIshouldletyourest”eish!Thisboyfriend

oh!Imeanex,Ifreshenupandfollowdinnyout,



heissittingdownmindinghisphone,whyishe

lookingthishandsomesoearlyinthemorning?

“Zululami”hesaycomingtome,heengulfsmeina

tighthugandpecksmylips

“I’myourex,youcan’tkissme”Isaypushinghim

softly,hechangedhiscologne

Hechuckles“SoIhearwebrokeup”theyboth

laugh

“Youchangedyou’re…….”Idon’tgettofinishmy

sentenceandrushtothebathroom,fuckIjust

vomited.Hiscologneistoomuch

“Areyouokay?”heasksbehindme,whendidheget

inhere

“I’mfine”Isaywashingmymouth,dinnyisstanding

bythedoorfrowning“Whydidyouchangeyour

cologne?It’stoomuchIthinkI’mallergictoit”he

frowns

“Ididn’tchangemycologne”mxm!Hethinksim

stupid



“WellIjustvomitedbecauseofwhateverdoomyou

puton,itstinkschangeitandwhyyousotalltoday”

hereallyistallJesushelookslikeapathtoheaven

“OMG!Bosswhatdidyoudo?”Dinnyaskswitha

stupidfrownonherface,Sangoshakeshisheadas

ifheisdenyingsomething,thebothlaugh,an

intercominterruptstheirlaughter,Dinnyattendsit

stilllaughingandinwalkssizwe

“Ishouldhaveknownyou’rehere”sizwesayto

sangofistbumpinghim“Whendidyouarrive?”

“InthemorningI……”anintercominterruptsagain.

Dinnyopensandincomesadeliveryguywithabox

ofchocolateandahugebouquetofroses

“DineoMotaung?”theguyasksandimmediately

Dinnytakestheboardandsigns.Sheclosesthe

doorafterhimandalleyesareonher

“Nka,whydoyoulikeusingmyaddress?”shesay



handingmerosesandaboxofchocolateohLordI

knowthatlooksheisgivingmesigh!

“Really”Itaketherosesandsmellthembutshit

thatsmellagain,Irushtothebathroomagain,now

nothingiscoming

“Okaywe’regoingtothedoctor”whyishehere,and

whydoIhatehimsomuchnow.Hehelpsmeup

andIwashmymouthagain

“I’mnotseeinganydoctorit’sthatmosquitodoom

youputon”Isayaswewalkbackinthelounge

“Bafoyousettingthebarwaytoohigh,soearlyin

themorningyoubeingromantic”mxm!Iseewhy

theycheatingonhim

“Actuallytheynotfromme,caretoexplainmy

heaven”nowtheyarealllookingatme,eventhe

cheaterherself

“I…...we…..roses…..we…….”GoshI’mtonguetiedhe

isgoingtoknowI’mlying,whereisthisonegoing



“Sincemybabycan’ttalkletsreadthecardgood

people”Godthereisacard,nowwedead*Iwant

youtostartyourdaywithasmileandIwanttobe

thereasonyousmile,IjustwishIcouldseethat

smilenow,enjoyyourdayangel.V*Oh!Boy“Who

thefuckisV?”shit

“V?I……I...….my……I……brother”Isaybitingmy

bottomlip

DinnyjumpsinbeforeIcoulddomoredamage

“AbutiTj’sothernameisvelaphi”

“Andwhyisyourbrothersendingyourosesand

chocolateswithsmilemessages”vulaasks

“Shewasmadathim,theyhadafight”dinny

answers,Sangojustshakeshisheadasforsizwe

histooquitemaanit’slikehisobservingthe

situation

“Let’sgobaby,Zungulet’stalklater”vulasay

holdingmywaistdraggingmeout

“I’mstillinmysleepwear,letmebathfirstandI’m



hungry”wealreadyoutthedoorasIsaythis

“Youwillchangeathomemommy”wegetinthe

elevatorwithhimstillholdingmetight“Areyousure

youdon’twantustoseeadoctor?”

“NoSangoI’mfineI’mjusthungry”thankGodhe

boughtourstory

“Wheredoyouwanttoeat”heasksopeningadoor

forme

“Ican’teatoutlookinglikethis”hesighsanddrives

“WhoisDineofoolingaroundwith?”huh“Iknow

youbaby,youwerelyingbackthere”eishIdon’t

wanttobeasnitchIjustignorehisquestion“Sizwe

knowstoobytheway,hesawthroughyouthat’s

whyItookyouout,Idon’twantyoucaughtupin

theirfights”hesaystilldriving

“Hewouldn’thurtherright?”nowI’mworried

“NobabySizweisnotlikethat,butwhy?”heasks

again



“Sangocanwenottalkaboutthatplease,wehave

ourownproblemstodealwith”hesighs

“Okay,Ihopeyouwouldn’tdomelikethat,Iwould

gotojailminaformurder”Ilaughbecausehelooks

pissed,hedrivesthroughkfcandbuystwobox

masters,Idiginstraightway.Hecan’teatproperly

asheisstilldriving.Mymooddropsto-0ashe

drivesthroughthegatesofhishouse

“SangoIdon’twanttobehere”Isayannoyed

“Myheaven,yourclothesarehere,wejusthereto

bathandchangesoIcantakeyouout”mxm!Idon’t

wanttorunintohismaid.Heparksandcomesto

openmydoor.Wewalkinholdinghandsandwe

findMthointhekitchenhavingaplatefullofmeat

andbeer“Ngiyalingwastraight”(I’mbeingtested)

hesaytoMtho

“Hau!Bafoyourback,Makotiyoutookhimback”

Jesuswhyishesostupid“Bafoinyamayakho

iphelile,youneedtogoshopping”(Youhaveranout



ofmeat)hesayeatinghisbones

“Mthowhat’swrongwithyourhouse?”Sangoasks

annoyed

“Thereisnogrocerthere”hesaysteppingdown

fromthechairgoingtothefridge

“Andwhydon’tyoubuyit”Ialsowanttoknow

“WhywouldIdothatcozIlivehere”hetakesthree

viennasandaddthemtohismeatplate“Makoti

givehimsomehistoosalty,butIunderstanda

weekinaforeigncountryandthestressofbeing

dumpedwilldothattoyou”hesayleavingus

shocked

“Sthandwasamidoyouneedanythingbeforewego

upstairs”

“Coffeebaby”IsayandhecallsMary,didhehave

todothat“Whyyoucallingher”

“Tomakeyoutea”mxm!

“Iwillmakeitmyself”Isaytryingtofindamugbut

marywalksin.Ithinkmymoodjustwentto-0.0if



thereissuchanumber“Youwillfindmeupstairs”I

sayleaving

“Whataboutyourtea”heask

“Idon’twantitanymore”I’malreadyclimbingthe

stairs

“Slowdownbabythereisnoneedforallthis”mxm!

I’mnotgoingtoanswerhim,Igetinthebedroom

andgostraighttothebathroomandshutthedoor

onhisface.AtleastIstillhavemystaffhere.Iclose

myeyesandenjoymyfumingbath.

Hescoopsmeoutofthebath,I’msocoldandso

tired“Whywouldyousleepinthewaterbaby,look

howpaleyouare”hesayputtingmeontopofthe

bed.Hegoestothebathroomandcomesbackwith

atowelandVaseline.Hedriesmeandstart

applyingVaselineonme

“Whereismylotion?”Ihadtoaskcozreally

Vaseline

“Yourcolditwillwarmyouup”I’mnoteventhat



cold,hetouchesmycookieandtrytoopenmyfolds

butItouchhishand“Butit’swarminhere,don’tyou

wantmetohelpyoutransferthisheattotherestof

yourbody”Itakehishandoutandshakemyhead.

Helaughs

“Mi,wearthisyouwillbewarm”hegivesmehis

gown

“Whendidyoubath?”

“WhileyouweresleepingItookashower,situp

straight”Ido“Let’stalkbaby”

“About”helaughs

“Maryand‘ourbreakup’”goshIforgotI’mmad

“FirstlyIwouldliketoapologizeforthewayI

handledthings,Iwaswrongforquestioningyoulike

thatbutIwantyoutounderstandwhereIcome

from,babyIhavebeenworkingwiththiswoman

almost8yearsandnotonceinthoseyearshaveI

heardhercomplainaboutsomeone,andontopof

thatsheisnotjustahelper.



Marywaschosenbythecounciltoserveme,she

wouldn’tdoanythingtoputherselfinthefiringline

ofthecouncilsheknowstheconsequencesof

betrayingmesoIjustfoundithardtobelievethat

shewouldputherselfinapositionofbeingshamed

bymyuncle”

“Whatareyoutalkingabout,whywouldyouruncle

shameherandwhatdoyoumeanshewaschosen

bythecouncil”

“Let’saddressthisonefirstbeforewejumptowhat

isnotimportantnow,asIwassaying,thisperson

servedmyfatherandwhenhediedshewassentto

servemebecausethecounciltrustherthatmuch

andIalsotrustherbutIacknowledgemymistake,I

trustedhersomuchthatIdidn’tthinktwiceabout

believingherandI’mtrulysorryforthatmyheaven”

“VulaIdon’tunderstandwhatyou’resaying,ithurts

meknowingyoubelievedheroverme,youalways

sayyouwanttostartafuturewithmebutI’m



havingdoubtsnow,whatkindoffuturearewe

goingtohaveifyoubelieveotherpeopleoverme?

AndIreallydon’tcareifshewaschosenbyJesus

totakecareofyou,IhateherandIwantherout,

canyoudothat?”henods“Good”hesighsasif

thinking

“Butbabecan’tyoutobethebiggerpersoninthis

whateversquabbleyoutoohavepleaseworkitout,

Imeanwecantalktoherbutfiringisn’titabit

extreme”oh!Lordhemustn’ttryme

“SangothebitchisapaininmyassandI’mnot

spendinganymoreminutewithherinthesame

house”

“Okaymyheavenimsorry,Iwilldowhatyouwant

butIalsohavetoreprimandyoutoo,cakesmearing

reallysthandwasamithat’snothowaqueenof

minehandlesthings,ifpeoplehurtyoudon’tstoop

totheirlevel.Youshouldhavehandledthat

situationbetter”thatwasquiteaspeechIfeellike



rollingmyeyes

“Vulamasangodoyourememberthattimewhen

sheboughtmebigclothes”henod“Itwason

purpose,Mthosaidhegavehermyexactsizebut

shecamebackwithbigclothes,thenthereisthis

thingofherthrowingmyplateswhensheisserving

me,MthoalsosawthatandthatguyIthinkit’s

Nkulewhoevenreprimandher”henodsagain“then

shehasthisthingofnotansweringmeorgivingme

shortanswerswhenIgreether,thenthereisthe

khwezithing”hefrowns

“shewasn’tsickthatday,shewantedkhwezito

sleepwithusonpurposesoIwon’tgetmydick”he

laughs“andthenthereisthisthingshedoeswhen

servingus,yourfoodisalwayswellputtogetherbut

mineyoh!It’slikeshejustthrowitontheplate”he

laughsoutloud“andlastlysheoncekickedmeout

claimingshewasstillcleaning,Isleptonthe

verandabutluckilyNdunafoundme”



“WherewasI?”heasksfrowning

“AtworkIthink,it’sthattimewhenNkosinathi

kidnappedmefromtherestaurant”

“MyloveIhearyouandI’msorryIdidn’tnoticeall

thatIjusttrusthersomuchthatIneverlookdeeply

inher,butIpromisefromtodayIwillpayattention,

sowhatdoyouwantmetodobaby”Ialreadytold

himmoss

“Fireher”simple

“Isn’tthatabitharshmylove,maybewecan

talk……”Icuthimoff

“YouaskedformyopinionandIstandthere”he

sighs

“Okaybaby,whatelsedidwehavetofixkonje

baby”Ishrug“oh!Yahthisthingofyouwalkingout,

whydoyoualwayswalkout?”what’shetalking

about

“Whatdoyoumean?”



“Rememberthebraai,youwalkedoutwhenthey

werebeingmeantoyouandwhenmymotherwas

hereyouwalkedouttoowhenshewasinsulting

youandthattimewhenweweretalkingwithmary

youwalkedouttoo,why”

“Idon’tknowbutmaybeIwalkedoutbecauseIwas

beinginsulted”

“Whydon’tyoufightback?”

“Ineverfightbaby,Ialwayshadmybrothertofight

forme”

“WellIwantyoutofight,Ican’thaveaweakqueen

okay”Inod“Idon’tcareifyoumurdersomeone

whileatitIwillgotojailforyou”Inodlaughing

“nowlet’sfixthis”hesayunfasteningmygownand

climbingthebed

“BabywaitIhavetotellyousomething”heisnot

havingit,hishandisalreadysqueezingmyboobs



“Auch!Stopsqueezingthem,babypleaselistento

me”Isayremovinghishands

“Myheavenwhat’swrong?Imissyou”Yeah!RightI

knowhemissesmycookie

“BabyIgotthejob”heseizesupimmediately“I

startedlastweek”

“Whatjobmanjebuthumelo,wetalkedaboutthis

andweagreedthatyouwillstartworkingnextyear”

hesayverypissed

“BunnyIdidn’tagreeonanything,yousaidyour

contactsaidhewillgivemeajobnextyear”

“Whereisthisjobandwhatexactlydoyoudo”he

stillannoyed

“TTConstructionI’manassistantprojectmanager”

“Whendidyouapplyforthisjobbuthumelo”Ilook

away“Talkmaan”hisraisinghisvoice

“I…….I……afriend”

“Outwithit”goshcanhebepatient



“Ididn’tapply,afriendhelpedmeout”Ican’tlook

himstraightintheeye

“Youexpectmetoaskagain‘whatfriend’”hesay

veryannoyed

“Tsietsi”hechuckles

“Soletmegetthisstraight,Ileavefor5minutesand

uhambauphisanangekomoyamiwenaandhepays

youwithajob”didhejustsaythat

“You’reinsultingmevulamasango”hesighs

“Butseriously,howdoyouexpectmetoreact

knowingyourboyfriendorganisedyouajob”

“Anex,hisanexandyeshehelpedmeandI’mvery

gratefulforthatsoifyoucan’tbehappyformethen

toughcozimnotquittingmyjob”thiscreatureis

toomuchIwonderwhathewoulddoifhefindsout

IthankedTsietsiwithavisit,Ihopetotakethatone

tothegrave

“Can’tyouputitonhold,babyyoucan’tbeworking



inthiscondition”hiscrazy

“Whatcondition?”hescratcheshishead“Sango

whatisit”whyishenervous

“BabyIdidn’twanttosayitbut,wearepregnant

baby”Ilaughyeahhisgotstupidjokes

“Whoisoursurrogate?”hefrowns“Theperson

carryingourbaby”

“You”mxm!“Babyyourpregnant”heispissingme

off

“VulamasangothisisnotfunnyandnoI’mnot

pregnant,nxa!Move”IsaypushinghimandIgoto

theclosettogetdressed

“Babycomeon,whataboutthis‘baby’”hesay

holdinghisdi*kstandingbythedoor

“Hisfatherisverystupidsohewilltakecareofhim”

Isaybumpinghimaftergettingdressed

It’snowmidday,wespentthewholemorning

talkingandI’mveryhungrysoImakemyself

sandwich,thatstupidmanwillseehimselfI’mnot

feedinghim,notmycookie,notmyfood.Isettlein



theloungeandeatwhilewatchingtv.

Sangowalksinwearingshortsthatlookscuteon

him,Maryisfollowinghimgosh!Thiswoman

“Madam,Vula”shesayacknowledgingus,Idon’t

respondcozI’mnothermadam

“Myheaven”Vulasayreprimandingmesittingnext

tome

“I’mnoone’smadam”hesighs

“SisMaryIcalledyouherebecausemywifehere

hassomethingtosay”gosh!Thisguy.Ihave

nothingtosaytothiswoman“Overtoyoubabe”he

saysasherelaxhisbackonthecouchrest,Iturnto

givehimalookhesighsagain“SisMaryyouhave

beenagreathelpforthepastyearsandI’mvery

gratefulbutI’mreallysorrytoinformyouthatIhave

toletyougo”hesayscalmlyandmyheartisdoing

akwarakwaradance



“CanIaskwhyVula?”What’swiththetearsmanje

andsheknowsexactlywhy

“ThiswomannexttomeIintendonmarryingher

verysoonandsinceyoutwocan’tstandeachother

it’sbestIletyougothanhaveyouworkinginan

unpleasantenvironmentandhernotbeingabout

youbutdon’tworryIwillpayyouyourthreemonths’

salaryandIwillgladlytellthecouncilmyself”why

isshecryingthoughsheshouldbehappy

“Iknowyoudon’thavechildrenbutIcanseeyour

expecting,sofrommothertomotherpleasedon’t

fireme.Ineedthisjob,IhavemouthstofeedIam

currentlytheonlybreadwinnerinthehouse.I’m

payingformybrother’svarsityfeesaswespeakI

willnevergetanotherjobwhereIgetpaidthismuch

sopleaseBoitumeloIknowIwrongedyouandIam

trulysorryforthatanditwillneverhappenagain”

gosh!

“SismaryyouhatemeandIdon’tseeus……”



“Idon’thateyou,Ijust…….CanIexplainmyactions

toyoualoneplease”sheislookingatmewithteary

pleadingeyes,Ilookatvulabuthisnothavingit

sigh!

“It’sfinesismarywilltalkandI’mnotexpectingby

thewayI’mjustgainingweight”shenods“I’mreally

sorrytoo,I’mnotameanpersonatallIjust

respondedtoyourhatredthebestwayIcanhence

thecakesmearingepisodebutIwasn’ttaughtto

treatmyelderslikeIdidwithyou,myfatherwould

beverydisappointedinmesopleaselet’sstart

afreshI’mreallysorry”Isaygivinghermyhandand

shetakesit

“Istillhavemyjob?”sheasklookingatme

“IfyourbossagreesIhavenoproblem”Sango

kissesmycheek,webothlookathim

“YoucanstillkeepyourjobSisMarybutplease

refrainfrommistreatingmywife,youknowthe

consequencesofbetrayingmeIdon’thaveto

remindyouright”hesaysinanauthoritative



manner,shenods,“Yourexcused”shethanksus

wipinghertears“Manjeusukhaliswayinisthandwa

sami?”(Whyareyoucryingmylove)heaskswiping

mytears

“I’mabitch”Isaycryingandhelaughs

“You’remybitchandIloveyoujustlikethat,stop

cryingyou’llpissmeoff”hesayrubbingmyback

“Let’sgomakelove,Imissyou”Isaypeckinghis

lipsandhelaughsoutloudashescoopsmeup

“Don’tscreamalotmakoti,Ihavebhabhalase”gosh

wheredidhecomefrom?

“IwantyououtofmyhousewhenIcomeback

Mtho”mymansayscarryingmeupthestairs

IguessIsleptafteroursoulsession,hisnotnextto

measIwakeup,Ifreshenupandgodownstairs.I

can’tfindhimanywhereandIdon’thavemyphone

withme.Hecan’tdothistomehehastotakeme

homeI’mgoingtoworktomorrow



“What’swrong?”sheaskswalkinginbehindme,

goshIstilldon’tknowhowtoapproachher

“NothingI’mlookingforSango”Isaynotlooking

herintheeyes

“Tumipleaselookatmedon’tmakethingsawkward

imreallysorry”

“It’sokaysismarywe’llbeokay,haveyouseen

him?”

“No,whydon’tyoucallhim?”

“Ileftmyphoneatmyaunt’splace”shetakeshers

fromherpocketsandhandsittome

“Thankyou”Idialhisnumberanditrings

“SisMary”hesayanswering

“It’smewhereareyou?YouhavetotakemehomeI

havetogoprepareforwork”

“Iwillbetherein30minutesmylove”

“Okay”Idropthecallandgivesismaryherphone

afterthankingher,shestopsmeasI’maboutto



leave

“Imadeitforyou,althoughit’snotasniceasyours”

shesaygivingmeacheesecake

Ilaughtakingit“Thankyou,Ithoughtyouthrewit

away”Isayalreadydiggingin

“Never,Iateallofit”Ilaugh“IbelieveIoweyouan

explanation”Inod“Thereisnoeasywaytosaythis

butI’mjustgonnasayitandIhopeyouwon’tfire

meforit,Ihaveacrushonvula”

“What?”Iaskshocked

“Yesthat’sthereasonIhavebeentreatingyoubad,

Ienvyyou,youhavethismanthatIdedicatedmy

lifeto,yespartofmeknewIwouldneverhavehim

butseeinghimjustsleepingaroundgavemehope

thatsomedayhemightsettlewithmebutwhenyou

cameintothepicturerealitykickedin,I’mjusta

maidhismybossandontopofthathisofroyalty

hecan’t……”

“Whatdoyoumeanhisofroyalty?”shecringes



“I’msorryIhavetogo,IhopeIstillhavemyjob”she

runsoutofthekitchen

Remembertolike,comment,shareandinvite

friends

Thankyouforthesupportguys
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Sheisnotabadpersonatallsheisjustinlovewith

herboss,Ihopeshewon’tmakeamoveonmyman

whenI’mnotaroundbutItrustmyguy.

Hetookmepastdinny’splacetofetchmythings

beforehedroppedmehomebutdinny’splacewas

quitefunnymaan,ImeanthingswerenotinplaceI

hopesizwedidn’thither.Ihadfunwithhim

althoughI’mworriedaboutthispregnancyissue

thatkeepsrisingImeanItookthepills,Ihaveto

buypregnancytestandifI’mpregnantVulawill

knowwhywomenaresavagebeasts



Iputonpj’sandgownaftermybath,Ihavetowear

warmtodayit’sabitchillynowplusthedevilisin

thehouseIdon’twanthercheckingmeout.

“ManeDimpholekae?”(Greeting)Isaygreetingher

asIwalkinthekitchen

“Oh!Mybabyyourback,Ididn’tfindyouatdinny’s

placewherewereyou?”gosh,mybrotherlooksat

mewithafrown

“I…….I……….Went……..i……..”goshwhyamI

stutteringandwhyismybrotherlookingatmelike

that

“LeaveheraloneauntDee,youweretellingusabout

dinny”Makatlysaywinkingatme,what’sshe

winkingfornow

“SoIgetinwithoutknockingandIfindheronthe

couchwiththatspermdonorofhers,theydon’t

hearmeastheyarebothcallingeachother’s

namesnakedonthecouch.Itookmybeltand



whoopedboththeirassesespeciallythatuseless

zunguboy,heisbusyenjoyingmylittlesister’s

peachwithoutevenwateringthetree……”waitisshe

sayingwhatI’mthinking,mybrotherandmakatleho

arelaughingnonstop,thisexplainsthemessI

foundinthere

“Auntyyouknowit’sacrimetohitapregnant

woman”Isayshocked

“I’mnotafraidofthecops,andyournext”whatamI

nextformanje“Howfarareyou?”Ijustlookather

bored“Boitumeloyourpregnant,don’ttellmeyou

stillthinkIwaskidding”Ichokeonmyjuice,Ifeel

mybrother’seyesonmeIdon’twanttolookathim

“Ihopeyourspermdonorisbetterthandinny’s”

“AuntyI’mnotpregnant,I’mjustgainingweightcoz

I’mhappyIgotthejob”Isaynotlookingatmy

brother“ExcusemeIhavetogoprepareforwork”

I’mlyingIjustwanttodisappear

Ineedtobuypregnancyteststomorrow,Idon’tget

whyeveryonethinksI’mpregnant.IcalledDinny



shetoldmesheisinpainandtheyrantosizwe’s

placethat’swhyIdidn’tfindherwhenIwenttoget

mythings,shesaysshehateshersisterandsheis

neverspeakingtoheragain.Shecomesinwithout

knockinginterruptingourcall,Ibitdinnygoodbye

anddropthecall.

“Whoishe?”Iknowthatface,it’smyseriousaunt’s

let’shaveatalkface,sheaskssittingbesideme

“VulamasangoDlomo”Isaywithoutlookingather

“Isheawareyou’repregnant?”

“AuntyI’mnotpregnant”

“Hai!Wena,ItoldyouIhaveagift,youcanhavesex

anhouragoandIcantellinthenexthourifyou’re

pregnantornot”webothlaugh“ButI’mserious

baby,you’repregnant”

“Iwilltesttomorrow”

“Whatarehisintentionswithyou?”

“AuntywejuststarteddatingIcan’tbeaskinga

manthosethingsinearlystagesbuthedoescall

mehiswifeattimes”



“That’swhereweallmakemistakesaswomen,you

shouldaskhimonyourfirstdatesoyouknow

exactlywhatyou’regettingyourselfinto,andasfor

thewifecallingtellhimIwantmymotherlycow

beforeclaimingyou”Inod“Iwanttomeethim”No

bigno

“A,aauntyItoldyouit’sstillearlyforthosethings”

“Thereisnoearlyhere,healreadyscoredagoal”

mxm!Sheisnotmeetingmyman“Stopdrinking

thisit’snotgoodforthequads”shesaytakingmy

coffeewalkingout

MyjobisgreatalthoughtodayweabittightI

haven’thadtimetogopasttheshopstobuythe

tests,beinganassistantprojectmanagerisquite

easyimmostlybasedintheofficewhilethe

managerisatthefield,I’mcurrentlydoing

stakeholderanalysisandmanagement,thisshit

ain’teasythereisalotofpaperworkinvolved.

Ihaven’thadtimetoeatandit’snow16:00I’m



supposedtoknockoffin30minutesbutIdon’t

thinkIwilldosothereisalotofpaperworkwestill

havetogothrough,mymanagerisnowbackfrom

fieldandweconversingwhileworking.Heisanold

manandweworknicely.Mystomachgroansso

loudthatmymanagerhearsit,helaughsandtells

metogoeat.Itrytostandbutmyfeetfailme,I

suddenlyfeelsoweakandeverythingspinsasI

collapseonthefloorthenit’slightoutforme.

Everhadabeautifulsleepthatyoufeellike

somethingisevenpressingyoudowntosleep

further,that’smenowbutwhat’sthislightflashing

onmyface,itkeepsgettingbrighter…………whenI

openmyeyesIfeelstronghandsholdingme,it’s

mybrother,whyishesleepingwithme?Andwhere

arewe?Thisbedistoosmallforthetwoofus.I

taketimetolookaroundanditlookslikeiminthe

hospitalcozimtheoneinhospitalclothingand

thereisatriponmywrist.



“AbutiTj,abutiTj”Isayshakinghim,hefinally

wakesup

“Heysunfloweryou’reawakethankGodbaby,are

youhungry?”heasksconcerned

“YesbutIwanttoknowwhatI’mdoinghere”

“Babyyouinahospitalthedoctorsaidhewill

explainwhenyouwakeup”hekissesmyforehead,

asifonqueueinwalksVula,Dinny,MthoandSizwe

“Don’teverscaremelikethat”Ijustnod.Helooks

atallthemIthinkheonlyknowsSizwetheother

twohisjustsurprised

“Abutithisarehercollegues”Dinnysaytoclarify

themistforminginthisroom,sheissuchaliar

whendidshethinkofthat

“Ohokay,gentleman”hesayshakingtheirhands

“Youshouldn’thavecomeshewillbefine,Iwasjust

toldshedidn’teatthewholedaythat’swhyshe

fainted”

“Ohnoproblemwejustwantedtomakesuresheis

okay,wetakecareofourstaffat…..hmm!atour

company”IwanttolaughthestupidMthodoesn’t



knowwhereIwork,mybrotherjustnod.

“ThankGodyou’reokay”shesaywalkinginand

throwingherselfatme

“I’mfineaunty,aren’tyousupposedtobeinataxi

goingbackhome?”

“Haaaa!Myancestorsworkovertimegirlie,you

wantedyourshenaniganstounfoldwithmenot

around”goshsheisstartingmxm!Ihateherso

much,sheturnsandlooksattheguysthensmiles

“Oh!Zulumen,whoareyouall?Wellexceptthe

spermdonorhere,youknowifyourbrainworked

thewayyourwaistworkwhenyoupumpdineoyou

wouldbe……..”Mtholaughscozheisstupid

“Ausileavemymanalone”Dinnysayspissed,

Siphowalksinsmiling,Ihaven’tseenhiminalong

time

“Family”hesaysacknowledgingthem“Howyou

feeling?”heaskssmiling



“OkayIguess”Isay

“Youknowhim?”whyisheaskingstupidquestions

thisone,hesupposedtobemycolleaguenota

jealousboyfriend,andI’mnotgoingtoanswerhim

“Ifyoucanallexcuseus,Ineedtoaddressmy

patient”Siphosaysuddenlyseriouskantiwhat’s

goingonhere

“Weareallfamilyandyoucansaywhateveryou

wanttosay”Iknewshewasnotgoingtoleaveeven

ifGodtoldhertodosohimself

Siphosighs“Asyou’vealreadybeentoldthatyou

fainted,that’sbecauseyou’reeightweekspregnant

andyoudon’teatTumi,eatingisextremelyvital

whenpregnant.Alackofnutritioninthewombcan

affectthefoetalmetabolismandpredisposethe

babytotype2diabetesbeforeitisevenborn”I

needtheearthtoswallowmerightnow

“Itoldyou”shewouldn’thaveshutup“Soshejust

needstoeatthat’sall?”Siphonods“Iwillmakesure

sheeats,IwillforcethefooddownherthroatifI



haveto”thatIknowshecando

“Okaythat’sallalthoughIwouldliketokeepher

overnightjusttomonitorher”myauntnodsas

siphowalksout“Ishethefather”really?This

woman“Whatdon’tlookatmelikethatheisvery

handsomehelookslikethetypetoscorefourgoals

atonce”sheneedshelp

“Nana,whatshouldIbuyyou,wegonnahaveto

leaveverysoon”mybrotherasks,Ican’tevenlook

athim

“Anythingwillbefineabuti”Isaylookingdown

bitingmylips,hewalksoutwithmyaunt,I’mso

disappointedinmyself

“YougaveusafrightMakoti,butatleastIcan

proudlysaythosescreamsweren’tfornothing,four

goalsisnotachild’splay,Iwouldscreamtooif

someonescoredfouratonceinme”Mthosaysand

everyonelaughswellexceptthisthingthatIhateso

muchnexttome.



Everyoneeventuallyleftwhenthevisitinghours

ended,Sangowasn’thimselfhewastooquiteI

don’tknowwhy,maybeheisnothappyaboutthis

wellI’mnotecstaticeitherbutitiswhatitisandhe

wastheonewhosawthisfirstIdon’tgetwhyheis

actingthewayhedoes.Hai!Menthatgenderistoo

confusingforme,speakingofmenhowamIgoing

totellmyfather?Heisgoingtobesodisappointed

inmeandmyJob?GodIcan’tlosemyjobIjust

startedand……

“Pennyforyourthoughts”Siphosaysstandingby

thedoor

“You’reonnightshift”henods“GoodatleastIwill

havesomeonetokeepmecompany,howareyou?I

haven’tseenyou”

“Howcanyouseemewhenyoudon’twanttovisit

me,youwereatyouraunt’splaceandyounever

cametosayhi”I’mabadfriend

“I’msorry,I’materriblefriend,whereismamLinda”



Iasksmiling

“Shewasveryheartbrokenwhenyoucalledher

aboutyourjob,shesaystheoldgangis

complainingabouthercooking”

“I’msuresheisnotthatbad”Ilaugh,wefallintoa

momentofsilence

“Tumi”

“Hmm”

“Congratulations,butareyouhappythough?”I

knewthemomentIhearda‘but’thathewasabout

toannoyme

“YesI’mhappySipho”

“Andthepregnancy?Areyouhappywithit

happeningnow?”Goshwhereishegoingwiththis

“Idon’tknow,ImeanIjustdidn’texpectthisandit’s

quitesoonbutIwilltakeitasitis”

“Yah!Ifeelyouespeciallycozyoustillgettingto

knowtheguyandthebabymightcomplicate



things”Inod“Andsomeguysjustruntheminute

thereisababyintheequation”

“SiphoIwilldealwithwhateveriscomeandmy

babywilljustfinewithorwithoutthefatherinthe

picture”Idon’tevenknowwhywediscussingthis,I

don’tseevularunningfromhisresponsibilities.

“Iknowit’squitetricky,Ijusthopeyouremployer

won’tthinkotherwiseaboutyouandyouendup

losingyourjob”goshheisright,Ididn’tthinkabout

myjob“Whatareyougoingtodo?”

“Idon’tknowIguessIwilljustsee”Idoubtfullysay

“Butatleastyoustillhaveoptions”Igivehima

puzzledlook“Termination,it’sstillearlyyoucan

terminate”isheseriousrightnow,someoneclears

theirthroatbythedoorwebothlookandit’smy

manwithabouquetofrosesandaplasticbag.I

lovethismanyoh!.

Hesmilesandcomestokissmyforehead

“Howismyheaven?”heasksashegivesmemy



roses

“I’mfinenowthatyou’rehere”Isaybrushinghis

handtakingmyroses

“VisitinghoursareoverMr”goshcanhechill

“Iknow,excuseus”Sangosaywithapissedtone

“Mxm!SexyIwillseeyoulater”Siphosaysand

winksatme,Iknowhisjustpissingmymanandwe

goingtohaveatalkaboutthis.

“Howdoyouknowhimagain”goshIdon’tneedthis

rightnow

“HisafriendandhismomownsthehomeI

volunteeredat”henodsasifthinking“Babycanwe

nottalkaboutthat,ImissedyouandI’mhappy

you’rehere”

“Situpandfeetmybabymommy”webothlaughas

hegivesmeaplasticfullofgoodies“Mylove”

“YesBaby”Isayeatingmyyoghurt

“Pleasedon’teverdothatagain”hisserious

“Itwon’thappenbutSangohowdidthishappen?I



meanyoualwaysboughtmemorningaftersright”

“Idon’tknowbabybutrememberyouvomitedthat

timebecauseofwine,Ithinkyouvomitedthepill

cozyouhadjustdrankit”

“StillSangoIhopeyoudidn’tdothisonpurpose”

“Nomommyneverbutnowthatthecatsareoutof

thebaghowdoIgetholdofyourfather?”

“Whatdoyouwantfrommydadmanje”

“Damagesbaby”ohmystupidself-forgot

“Let’stalkaboutthiswhenIgetoutofherelove”

“You’regettingoutofheretomorrowsowilltalk

tomorrow?”

“Yeslove,babypleasekissme”

Helaughs“Whyyousoloveydoveytodaymommy?

Ishouldbuyyourosesmoreoften”hesaypecking

mylipsthenhekissesmesotenderlygoshIwant

tojumphimnow

Sangospentthenightwithmeatthehospital



althoughIdon’tknowhowhepulledthatoff,heleft

inthemorningbeforeeveryonecame.Mybrother

justdroppedmeathomeafterbeingdischarged

andhewenttowork,Icalledmyworkandtheytold

metocomeintomorrow,auntyDimphoisstill

aroundalthoughIdon’tknowwheresheis,my

phoneringsjustasItrytosleep

“Hello”Ihatehimforwakingmeup

“Babeyou’resleeping?”

“Yessango”

“Butwesupposedtomeettodaysowecantalk

aboutthedamagesissue”

“Babewhatexactlydoyouwanttotalkabout”My

brotherknocksalreadycomingin,Iwillneverhave

mybeautysleepnow

“Iwillcallyou”Idropthecallimmediately

“TumiwakeupIhavetotalktoyou”whyisheso

calm,Iexpectedhimtoburnthishousedownwith

range“IhavetotelldadaboutthisbabybutI’m



gonnaneedanameandasurname”canIdie

already

“VulamasangoDlomoabuti”Isaylookingdown

“Ishetheonewhowasveryquietatthehospital”I

nod“Isawthewayhewaslookingatyou,anyway

whatarehisintentions”whyisthismansocalm

“Hewantstopaydamages”henods“I’msorry

abuti”

“It’sokaysunflower,comeeatIdon’twantyou

starvingyourselfagain”Inodandhekissesmy

foreheadashewalksout.

Thanksforthegrowingsupportguys

Let'skeepliking,commenting,sharingandinviting

friends

Ifwereach200likes,tomorrowimdroppingtwo

inserts
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It’sbeenarollercoasterweek,mylifehasjusttaken

aturnIdidn’tseecomingbutI’mgladmyemployer

didn’thaveaproblemwithmycurrentsituationsoI

cansafelysayIstillhavemyjob.Vulahasbeena

pain,Idon’tgetwhyhissoeagertopaydamages

soquicklyorisitazuluthingIdon’tknow.He

askedtomeetwithmybrothersohecanwalkhim

throughtheprocessofpayingdamagesinmy

familyandmybrothergladlyacceptedtohelphim,

sotodaytheyaremeetingupofficiallyasmy

brotherandmyboyfriend.It’sSaturdayandIwoke

upearlytocleanandcook,Iwantmymantoeat

nicelyphela.

“Yousurecookedastorm,it’snoteventhe

negotiationsday”mybrothersaywalkinginthe

kitchen

“Ijustwantedtospoilyouabutiyouhavebeenvery

supportive”it’struebutthefoodisnotforhim



Hechuckles“MaybeIshouldcallAuntyDeedon’t

youthink”hesayswithagrinonhisface,he

wouldn’tdareIdon’twantthatwomananywhere

nearmyman

“Whenissheleaving?”Helaughsoutloud

“WhensheisdonetorturingDinnyandSizweandI

thinkyouandyourboyfriendarenextinlineifhe

doesn’tstepup”IwantthatwomanoutofJhbasin

now,mypoordinnyisnowturnedintoa16yearold,

Dimphoisbeenatherhousethewholeweek

Thereisknockatthedoor,Istandtogoopenbut

mybrothergivesmealookandIknowIhavetosit

mybehinddown.Makatlygoestoopenandshe

comesbackwiththreeman,Vula,Mthoand

GumedeIdon’tknowwhattheothertwoarehere

forthiswasjustameetupbetweenmybrotherand

boyfriend

“DumelaMotaung”(GreetingsMotaung)Mthosays

shakingmybrotherthenallofthemdothesame,



mybrothernodsandleadsthemtothechairs,a

hugefistlandsonmyman’scheekbeforehesits,I

standupquicklytryingtoprotectmymanbutMtho

holdsmeasI’mfuming,I’mlikeahotpotatoinhis

handsIwanttobreakfreeandmurdermybrother,I

guessIspoketoosoon.

“IamTauMotaung,thebrotherofthegirlyou

impregnated”hesayswithasmileonhisface,and

mymanisjust…..Idon’tknowit’slikeheexpected

this

“IamVulamasangoDlomoyoursister’ssoontobe

husband”hesayssmilingback

“Husband?Yoh!Thebataung’sflowerisverymuch

expensive,doyouhavelivestockelephants?”he

asksastheybothsettledown,Mtholet’sgoofme

andItrytositbut“Gotoyourroomwena”hesay

givingmealookthatIknowonlyhecangiveme

andIcan’targuetothat.

Iguesseverythingwentwellbecausenowthereis

hugenoiseinthelivingroom,it’sliketheyare



watchingsoccer,makatlywalksinasI’mwondering

“Relax,yourbrotherwouldnotembarrassyou”I

exhaleloudly“Everythingwentwell,theygoingto

FSontheweekendtopaythedamages”ThankGod

butwhysosoon

“Isn’titabitsoon”

“Thatmanisinhurryheisalreadytalkinglobolabut

Tjsaidtheyshouldfocusonthisonefirst”Inod

“CanIaskatinylittlefavour”shelaughs

“Whatisit”

“Iwanttovisithim,Iwillcomebacktomorrowcan

youcoverforme”shelaughsoutloud

“Don’tworrygo,andyoudon’thavetoaskTumi

your27yearsold,Iwillhandlethatmanofmine”I

jumpfromthebedandkisshercheeksasIgoto

theclosettopreparemyovernightbag

“Aren’tyougoingtowaitforthem?”sheaskscozim

alreadychanging

“No,Iwanttosurprisehimhewillfindmeinhis

house”shelaughs



“Younaughtygirl,waitIhavesomethingforyou”

shegoestoherroomandcomesbackwithina

minutewithablacksexyshort,andImeanvery

shortseethroughnightdressorisitcalleda

lingeriewhenit’slikethisIdon’tknow“It’sstillhas

apricetagIhaven’twornit”Ilaugh“Youscored

yourselfahunk,behisfreak”shesaysasshewinks

andwalksout.Mybrotherismarriedtoafreak.

Cominghereisnotahustleanymore,Mr.Khaphela

letmeinnicelyandinthehouseIwaswelcomedby

averyfriendlyMary.Ijustfinishedmakinghima

lightmeal,Idecidedtomakehimasimplemacand

cheesewithlentils,andImadesmokedbacon

wrapsassiteplatter.Isetupourdinnerdownon

thefloorinourbedroombecauseIdon’twanthis

housematedisturbingus.WhenI’mdoneIfreshen

upandwearmysexythingphelaIdon’tknowwhat

tocallit.

Hecalledwhentheylefttotellmehewishedtosee



mebutwasafraidofmybrother,soIknownowhe

isonhisway,I’mbusypracticingmyposes.Maybe

Ishouldsitlikethis,openthisthighssowidethat

heskipsthemeal,ormaybeIshouldjustbesexy

andcrossmylegs,oraarghhh!It’sthethoughtthat

countsI’mlyingonthisbedhewillstillseemysexy

behind……..

Hau!Whereisthismankanti,it’sbeenanhour

already,andthefactthathedoesn’tknowI’mhereI

can’tcallhimandaskwherehisat?Thisiswhat

happenswhenyouplantosurpriseablackman,a

whitemanisstraightforwardeverythinggoes

accordingtoplan.

FinallyIhearfootsteps,heisstaringathisphone

hummingasongashewalksin,hedoesn’tseeme,

hethrowshiskeysonthedressingtablestillstaring

athisphone,Ihopehisnottalkingtosomebitch,

whyisheallsmilesandgluedtothat3310.Iclear

mythroatcozIcan’ttakeitanylongerI’mgetting

pissed.



Hepopshiseyesandlooksatmelikeapanofmeat

outoftheoven

“Myheaven”hesmiles“Pleasestandupandtwirl

fordaddy”goshwhatamI?Twelve

“No,wherewereyouandwhoareyousmilingwith

onthatmotorola”Idon’tevenknowwhyamthis

hostile,helaughsoutloudandhehandsmethe

phoneafterputtinginthepasswordthenheopens

achattoLuthandoandtherearepicturesofme

“That’smyeldestsister,weweretalkingaboutyou

andasforbeinglateIdidn’tknowyouwerehereso

IwentpassedMtho’shouse”hekissesmyforehead

“Youlookbeautifulandpleasetwirlforyoursango”

Inodsmilingandstanduptwirling,helaughsout

loud

“CanItakeapicture”Ishakemyheadno,hepulls

mecloserandbentdowntomyear“CanIstartwith

mydessert?”Ilaughandnod,thewhoreinme

needssomedicktoday.



Hewastenotimeandsucksmylipswetlyashe

squeezesmybreastspushingmetowardsthebed.

Idon’tknowwhyheenjoysmybreaststheyareso

tiny,infactI’mgoingforbreastenlargementwith

myfirstpaycheque.Todayhissqueezinggently

theyarenotaspainful.“Theyhavegrown”hesayin

betweenkisses,goshheknowshowtomakeme

happy,Ilovethathesay‘theyhavegrown’,my

excitementsendmyhandsonhisshirtunbuttoning

himandundoinghispants.

Hehasn’ttakenoffmythinghiscaressingmewith

iton,hishandslidethroughmyinnerthighsashe

opensmyfoldsslightlytouchingmycl*t“Ilovethis

thing”yeahheloveitbecauseitgiveshimeasy

access.Heturnsmearoundandbentmyonefeet

onthebed,hesqueezesmybuttcheekssowide

andIfeelmycu*texposed,Ifeelhisdickonmy

openingit’salwaysabitofastrugglefirsthistoo

big“Youwillgetusedtoitoncewedoiteveryday”

hesaypushingin“Fuck”hesayopeningmycu*t

widelythroughmybuttcheeks.



Hisstrokesareslowbutdeeptoday,Ifeeltheneed

totouchmycl*tashisopeningmycu*twithhis

hands,hegivesittomeniceandslowbutdeeply

“Fuckyesmommy,playwithitlikethatshhhhhhhh”

goshthisshithissayingisgoingtomakemecum

quickly,hepullsoutandstopswithoutwarningme.

MytearsfallcozIhaven’treachedmypeak.He

laughsandwipesmytearsashepositionsmeon

thebed.

Heliesmeonmybackandensuresthatmyhips

areattheedgeofthebed.Heraisebothmylegsup

andholdmyanklesashespreadbothmylegsand

entersmestandingup.“Bunnyahhhhyeshhhhhhhh

baby”thisfeelssogoodandthatwassupposedto

be‘yes’bytheway.Hethencrossandspreadmy

legsonhisneckinascissorpositionashethrustin

andout,nowthisfeelsfu*kinggood,itdoesn’ttake

longformylegstovibrateexplodingandhefollows

megroaninglikeagenerator“raaaaaahhhhh

fuhhhhhmamayohhhhfuck”hethrustdeeply



holdingmetightashereleases.Hesoundslikea

pastorprophesisingamiracle‘raaaapapapafuuhhh

yeahfire’theonlythinghemissedis‘fire’

ThismanhadhiswaywithmelastnightIdidn’t

sleepatall,hekeptslidinginmeasItrytosleep

andtomysurprisemythingisstillon,wellthe

breastareoutbutitstillintact,whereishebythe

wayasifhisaseerhecomesinwithatrayoffood

“Iwarmedourdinner”Ilaughandpeckhislips“I

loveyou”hesaylookingdeepimmyeyes,Ican’t

keephisstarewhenhelooksatmelikethat

“Iloveyoutoomybunny”Isaybrushinghisbeard

that’sthethingaboutnicesexI’mtooclingyright

now,hesitsnexttomeandweindulgeinourlast

nightdinner

“Zululamipleasemarryme”goshthisman

“Dinangweno”hesmilesatthementionofhisclan

names



“Myloveisitwrongofmetowanttospendtherest

ofmylifewithyoumyheaven”

“Nobabynotatallbutmylovethereisnoneedto

rush”thereisreallynoneedtorush

“I’mnotrushing,BabeIjustknowyourmyforever

andIdon’twantuswastingourtime”hisreally

serious

“I’mnotsayingnononeah!Mybunnybuthow

aboutwetalkaboutthisafterourbabyisborn”

“It’sbetterthatanomamamogirl,let’sgotakea

shower”hesaysscoopingmeup,

Heleftafterourshower,hesaidhiscomingbackhe

hastomeetwithhisuncletotalkaboutthe

damages,Idecidetocallmydad,Ihavebeen

treadingthiscallthewholeweek

“Sunflower”hesaysashepicksup

“Howareyoupapa”

“I’mokaymybaby,howareyou?”I’mnervous



“PapaI’msorry”Iknowhealreadyknows,hestays

silentforamoment

“It’sokaybaby,Tjtellsmehiscomingnextweekto

payforhissins”histoocalmformyliking

“Yespapa”

“Okaybaby,Iwillbewaiting.Whenareyoucoming

homeIhavetotellyousomethingandIneedtoeat

yourfirstpaycheque”webothlaugh,Imisshimso

muchandI’mgladhisnotmad,Ipromisedtocome

withmybrotheronFridayandasformypaycheque

heshouldn’ttryme,thatmoneyisformybreasts

job.

IfeltlikehavingicecreamsoItextedmymanand

toldhimtobringsome,soI’mwatchingtvand

eagerlywaiting.Hecomesinlaughingloudwith

Mtho,NkosinathiandNkululeko.Theyallsitafter

greetingmeandchangetosupersport,menare

suchcreaturesIwasenjoyingmyTurkishseries

andtheychangewithoutevenaskingandthisisall

Mtho’sdoingsIthinkhewasbornintheveldwith



animalscozheactslikeone.

Igotothekitchentogetmyicecream,Icheckthe

fridgebutit’snotthere,IcheckcupboardsbutI

don’tfindit“Sangowhereismyicecream”Iyellin

thekitchen

“Whaticecreammylove”hemustn’tdareme,I

walkbacktotheloungehisfacingthetvandI’m

standingbehindhimbreathinglikehimlastnight

“VulamasangoDlomo,whereismyicecream”Isay

pissed,theyallturntolookatme

“Mamawhaticecream,Ilastatethatthingwhen

youboughtitformeinkfc”hesayandturnsback

onthetv,goshhowcanhedomelikethis,Iasked

himnicely.Mytearsfall,Ifeelverysadaboutmy

icecream

“Makotiyou’recryingforicecream?”Nkuleasks

withafrownonhisface,goshhowcanhemakeme

soundsostupid,nowI’mcryingcozhethinksI’m

stupid



“Myheaven,I’msorryyoudidn’taskmetobringyou

anyicecream,letmecallSismaryshewenttothe

shopsshewillbringit”Inodashebrushesmyback

andwipesmytears,Mthoisholdinghislaughter

andhisactuallychokingonhisbeer,Vulareaches

forhisphoneinhispantstodialsismary“Ohhere

isyou’retextmommyIdidn’tseeitatall,comelet’s

sitdown”hesayspullingmetothecouch,hecalls

sismaryandherphoneringsbehindus.Sheis

standingbehindussearchingsomethinginherbag.

Mytearsstartagain,shegreetsandhandVulaa

paperandlooksatmewithafrown

“Whyareyoucrying?”goshIfeelsadokay,Ijust

feelsadpeople

“Iwasactuallycallingyoutocomewithicecream”

Vulainformsher,shelaughslightlywithher

beautifulbreast

“Willultra-MelandyoghurtdoasImakeitforyou?”

goshsheisalifesaver

“Yesplease,youknowhowtomakeit”IaskasI



followhertothekitchenwipingmytears.The

loungeeruptinlaughteraswedisappear.

Shegivesmeabowlofultra-melandyoghurtwith

berries.Ilovehersomuchrightnow.

“Haveyouhadmango-gingericecream?”Ishake

myheadno“Sitandwatch”shesaysasshetakes

heringredients

“Aretheyreal?”Ihadtoask

Shefrowns“What?”Itouchmybreastsandpointat

hers,shelaughsloudly“Yes,why”

“IwanttohaveabreastjobwhenIgetpaid”she

laughsatmeatmycraziness.Idon’tevenknow

whyIhatedhersheisamazing.

MondayshaveneverbeenmyfavouritebutI’mglad

Ihaveajob,it’shardoutthere.Mymanageriscool

hisnotthetypetopokehisnoseinhisemployees’

business,hedidn’taskalotofquestionsaboutmy

faintingsession.Wecontinuingwithourtasksasif



nothinghappened,myphonerings.

“Sipho”Isayanswering

“Mypatient,howareyou?”Ilaugh

“I’mgood,justtightupatwork,what’sup?”Isay,

I’mreallytightupIamdoingIRR(Internalrateof

return)calculations

“I’mjustcheckingonyou,didyouthinkaboutwhatI

saidIcanhelpyou”whatdidhesaykonje

“Whatareyoutalkingabout?”

“Termination,Ihavepillsthatcould…..”isheserious

rightnow

“SiphoI’mkeepingmybaby,thereisnoneedforall

thatandbyeIhavetogowilltalklater”Idropthe

callbeforeheresponds,what’shisproblemmara?

Didtheypromisehimthepromotionwithmybaby?

Sigh!

Myweekwentperfectlyfine,todayit’sFridayand

wedrivinghomewithmybrother,makatlyandthe

boys.DinnysaidshehasabusinessinPretoriaand



Iknowthatbusinessiscalledasidenigger,I

honestlydon’tunderstandwhyshedoesn’tdump

abutisizweifshedoesn’tlovehimanymore.Gosh!

HerdramaescalatesmytastebudsnowIfeellike

eating,andthislightrainfallingismakingthings

worse,Ifeellikegettingoutofthismovingcarand

lickingthatgroundlikeanicecream.

“AbutiwhenwepassHeilbronwakemeupI’m

hugry”Iinformhimbeforetakingmynap

Someoneisputtingsomethinginmyear,gosh!

Whendidtheywakeupandwhyaretheysoloud

“Fotsekwena,ketlaobolaya”(Pissoff,Iwillkillyou)

IsnapatHlony

“Younotkillingmychildrenboitumelo,gobackto

sleepwithyoursourface”mybrothersnapsbackat

me,IlookoutsidethewindowforawhileuntilI

realisewepastHeilbron.

“Ausimakatlykekopadijotsaka”(SiscanIplease

havemyfood)shehandsmeaboxandIopenit

withexcitementgosh!Foodcanbesonice



sometimes

“Youeatlikeapig,yougoingtohaveafatbaby”I

don’tcaremakatlyhlee,youdon’tknowhowI’m

feelingnow

Myfatherissittingontheverandawitha

newspaper,herushestothecarandenvelopsthe

boysinatighthug,Ifeelabitshylookingathim

“Sunflower”hesaysearchingmyeyes“Tjwhatdid

youdotomydaughter”heaskreallyconcerned

“Nothing,whenyouchargethatboyfriendofhers

includeconsolingfee”hesaysashedisappears

insidethehouse,hekissesmyforeheadbefore

givingmeatighthug

“Ohpregnantyourhome”what’sshedoinghere

“Dumelamane”(Greetingsaunty)Isaysittingnext

toher,IwanttobenicetoherIdon’twanttobea

disrespectfulchildtoday

“Yesbaby,youwantsome?”that’sminebytheway

cozIknowmyfatheronlybuysitforme,Inod,she



givesmeatubofyoghurtthatshewasalready

eating“Ishepacked”Ifrown“Hispockets”

“Why?”

“I’mcountingmydebts,IneedtoknowifIshould

chargehimextraorjustenoughformydebts”that’s

nothappening,mymanisnotpayingdebtshe

doesn’tknow

“Hisafarmworker,hisstilltryingtobuildhimselfso

Idon’tknowifthat’spackedenoughforyou”

“Maraboitumelo,afarmworkerreally?Yoh!Sucha

wasteofbeauty”yeahIwantitlikethat,Idon’twant

herdiggingmyboyfriend.

It’sthedayofthenegotiationsIamabitnervousas

tohowthingswillunfold.Myfatherhasn’tsaid

anythingandthatworriesmealot.

Mybrotherhadtogetthemintown,Iwaskickedto

myroombutIpeepedthroughthewindowandsaw

mybrother’scarfollowedbymyman’scar.He

camewithGumede,Ndumiso,unclekubekaand



Mtho,MthoisalwaysaroundI’msurehedidn’twant

tostaybehindheenjoystorturingmymanthatone.

IwishIwaspartofthetalksbutmyaunttoldme

myfatherwantedtwocows,thefirstonewasto

cleansethefamilyandoursurname,thesecond

cowwasformyvirginity.Andshetellsmeshealso

askedforacowwhichisforthemother’sbreast

thatVulabroke,Idon’tknowwhatthatmeansI’m

justworriedaboutthevirginitythatvulaknows

nothingabout.

I’mgladthingswentwell,IwanttoseemymanbutI

stillhavetorespectmyfatherhecan’tseemebeing

cosywiththeonewhoputhisstickinhisdaughter,

soItexthim

Me:Iwanttoseeyou

Hedoesn’trespond,mxm!Bloodytraitorhis

laughinghislungsoutintheloungeforgettingwhat

broughthimhere,myauntbudgesinagain



“Iloveyourboyfriendhisverygenerous,makesure

heknocksyouupagainbeforemarriage”mxmshe

iscrazy

“Whyyousohappy?”Ihavetoaskcozsheis

supposedtobehercrazyselftoday

“Hepaidformycowalso,heisthekindofboyfriend

Iwantedforyou,makesurehestrengthsthebaby

everychancehegets”sheiscountingherfingers

asshesay,thisexcitementisformoneyandsheis

evencondoningmehavingsexcozwehaveto

‘strengthen’thebaby.

Speakingofmybaby,Ihavebeenareallybad

motherIhaven’tbeentoadoctorforwhatever

pregnantpeoplegoforbutIknowtheygomonthly.

Iwascalledinthelounge,GumedetoldmeIhaveto

gotothevillageforacertainceremonytheyhaveto

performformybabysincesheisgoingtobeborn

outofwedlock.Myfatheragreedbuthedemanded

tosendmewithsomeoneandeveryonewasokay,



wellthisiswhatyougetforfallingforazuluman,

thosepeopleliveandbreathetradition,myteacher

usedtosaytheyevenburnincensewhen

slaughteringchickensaskingpermissiontospill

bloodfromtheirancestors.

Mymainvisitorleftwithoutseeingmeproperly.He

calledlastnightandtoldmehesleepinginahotel

cozwedrivingbacktogether,hesaidhealready

spoketomybrother.Theyseemtobegettingalong

justfineIthoughtmybrotherwasgoingtobe

difficult.

“Yousureyougoteverythingyouneed?”heasksas

weleavetown,mybrotherdroppedmeathishotel

inthemorningwhentheyleft

“Yesbaby”henodsandlooksaheadashisdriving,

heturntheradioonbutlowersthevolume

“Whendoyouthinkwecangohome”eishthat

ceremony

“Idon’tknowbabyIwilltellyouintimethough”he

nods



“AndIwantedtotalktoyouaboutthedoctor,Ican’t

usesiphocoz……Idon’tthinkhispleasedaboutmy

pregnancy”

“Idon’twanthimanywherenearyouanyway,don’t

worryIknowsomeonewhocanhelpus”hedoesn’t

wantanymanclosetomethisone“BabyIwas

wonderingsinceyourpregnanthowaboutyoustop

workinguntil…….”

“NoSangoimnotquittingmyjob”

“ZululamiIjustwantyoutofocusonthispregnancy

thisyearthennextyearyoucandoasyouplease,

that’swhyitoldmycontacttoofferyouthejobat

departmentnextyear”heisafool

“SoIgotthejobandyou……youdelayeditbecause

ofthispregnancy”henodshesitantly“Didyou

impregnatemeonpurposenyulamanyango”now

impissed

“What?”heaskslookingatme,Ilookoutthe

window“Youngladywhatdidyoujustcallme”

“Leavemealone”I’mangryashellnow



“Youlookuglybytheway”hesays

“Ilooklikeyoustupidfacewhenyoucum”

“HAAAAH!Womandidyoujustinsultmelikethat”

hestopsthecar,weareinthemiddleofnowhere,

what’sthatlookonhisface.

“I’msorrybabyIjusthateitwhen……..”Idon’tgetto

finish,hepushesmysitandtinglesmelikeafive

yearold“Sango……babystop……..I’msorry”Isayin

betweenmylaughter,hestopsandpecksmynose

beforehekissestheshitoutofme,a.ahisbulgeis

pokingmythighsIneedtostopthis

“Sangostopweinthemiddleofnowhere”Isay

breakingthekiss,hegroansandsituptouchinghis

visiblebulge

“Iwantedyoutoseemy‘stupidfacewhencum’”I

laughashestartsthecar“Oh!MyheavenIlovethis

song,listen”heincreasethevolumeandsingsfor

mesmiling

‘Hhawuyini,yini



Yinilethincamncamlomshin’uyakhuluma

Ndik’thandanyannyan,wen’ungabuz’uma’

ItsNgibambelabyMthunziftClaudio-x-kenza,we

endedupsingingalongandImustsayIamfalling

deeperanddeeperwithhimeveryday,hemakes

lovinghimaneasythingtodo,it’slikeitisjustpart

ofmydailyroutine,somethingIdosoeffortlessly.

Thankyouguys
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HedroppedmeatDinny’searlieron,Iwantedto

checkonher,shecalledwhenIwashomeandshe



didn’tsoundgreat,tomorrowitspaydaymaybeI

shouldtreathertoaspaorsomething,myfirstpay

checkiscoming.

Icalledherandshetoldmesheisoutshewillbe

backshortly,thereisknockIwonderwhoitis

“Ohhey”Isayopening

“Isawyourboyfrienddroppingyouearlier,howare

you?”heasksalreadycomingin

“I’mfine,you?”I’mboredalready,hislikeafly

alwayseverywhere

“I’mokaybutIcanseeyou’remadatme,whatdidI

do?”heisnowsittingonmyaunt’scouch,hai!O

hloohoebonololeyenaoo(Heisforward)

“I’mnotmadSango,mxmImeanSipho”

“Youcan’tkeephimoffyourmind,canyou?”

“Yeshismyman”hechuckles

“Howmuchdoyouknowaboutthisguytumi?”

what’shisproblem



“Siphowhatdoyouwant?I’msureyoudidn’tcome

heretodiscussmyman”heispissingmeoff

“I’mheretoseethegirlIlove,butpitysheisinlove

withamoronshedoesn’tknowandyouknowwhat

pissesmeoff”Ijustlookathimbored“Thatyou

readytodropbabiesforthisman,atleastdon’tbe

stupidandmarryhimplease,howcanyoulethim

payinhlawuloforyourkidnowhisalwaysgoingto

betighttoyou”Basothonthuseng,kenalepatientya

mohlomihospitalnexttome(IhaveaMohlomi

hospitalpatientnexttome)(Mohlomihospitalit’s

mentalinstitution)

“Siphoallthisisnoneofyourbusiness,andIdon’t

oweyouanyexplanationsopleaseleavebefore….”

“Tumipleaselistentomebeforeyouthrowmeout”

Isighandgivehimaboredcontinuelook“Howlong

haveyouknownthisguy?Three/Fourmonths,and

healreadyknockedyouup,youoncetoldmeyou

cameheretolookforajobandstartyourlifeafresh,

yousaidyouwantedtobuyyourowncar,haveyour

ownapartment”



“Whatareyoutryingtosaysipho”

“Getyourprioritiesright,don’tlethiswealthfool

youhewon’talwaysbearound.Doyoutumi,you’re

workingnow,getthatapartment,getthatcarbethe

independentsophisticatedladyyoualwayswanted

tobe”heisrightaboutthatbutIwon’tgivehimthe

satisfaction

“Isthatall?”

“Reallytumi?I’mjustlookingoutforyou”

“ThanksbutI’mmorethancapableofmakingmy

owndecisionssoplease”Ishowhimthedoor

“Tumijust….”Icuthimalreadyopeningthedoorfor

him

“Outsipho”Hemaybeanassbutwhathesaidis

true,IneedtostandandbewhatIintendedtobe

whencominghere.Soimgettingthatapartment

andI’mdefinitelygettingthatcar

…………………………

Igotmyfirstpaycheckamonthagoanditwas

amazingeatingmymoneyalthoughIwascareful



nottospoilitbecauseI’msavingformyapartment.

IintendonspeakingtomybrothertodaysoIcan

moveoutduringtheweekend.Vulaisnothappy

aboutmymovehewantsmetomoveinwithhim

andI’mdefinitelynotdoingthat.Ialreadyhavea

coupleofplacesIlike,Ijusthavetomakeupmy

mindandpay.

Lordgivemestrengthforthisone

“Abutiwakaamotle”(Mybeautifulbrother)Isay

sittingnexttohimgivinghimaplateofmogoduand

kgemere(gingerdrink)infrontofhim,hechuckles

andtakehisplate

“Whatdoyouwant,youcookedthistobribeme

right”theregoesnothing

“AbutiTauI’mveryold,myagematesdrivetheir

owncars,andtheyhavetheirownplacessomeare

evenmarriedand……….”Hecutsmeoff

“Boitumelowhatdoyouwant”sigh

“Abutikebatlahodulahaka”(Iwanttoliveinmy



ownplace)Isaynotlookingathim

“Asinmoveout?”Inod“ThankGod”haibo!

“Abuti”whyishesohappy

“What?Icouldn’tevenf*ckmywifeonthecouch

becauseofyou”IthinkI’mmadnow,Makatly

gigglesbythekitchen

“Soyouactuallywantmetomove”Ineedtoknow

“Iwasgoingtokickyououtnextmonth,three

monthsisenoughforyoutosaveforyourown

placesis”Bathong!Somebrothers“Whenareyou

moving?”Yoh!Igiveup

“Kaweekend”(Duringtheweekend)

“Sosoon,doyouhaveenough”whyisheworried

manjehewasgoingtokickmeout

“TheplaceIlookedisnotbad,IcanafforditI’mjust

worriedaboutthefurniture”

“HowaboutIpayyourrentforthenextthree

monthswhenyoustillgettingthingstogether”isn’t

hethebest



“Abutipleasedon’ttellhimfornow?”I’mtalking

aboutmyfather

“Youtwoaregoingtodrownmewithyoursecrets?”

hesaysdrinkinghisginger

“Whatsecretsdoespapahave?”hestandsup

quicklytakinghisplateanddrink

“Iwanttoseetheplacefirsttumi”heyellsinthe

kitchen.

Atleasthedidn’tgivemeahardtime,nowIhaveto

gofurnitureshopping,Vula’scardwillhelpfor

groceries,utensilsandtransportmoney.

Mybrotherdidchecktheplaceandhelikedit,he

paidmyfirstrentstraightupheevenhelpedme

withfurniture,theonlythingleftissmallappliances

sotodayI’mgoingshoppingwithDinny.

“Let’sstartatgame,youwillgetaffordablethings

there”shesaydraggingme,I’mverytirednowwe

havebeenupanddownthewholeday,sheisthe

typethatcomparepricesbeforeshebuys,you



wouldswearsheisnotheavilypregnant.“Let’sstart

withthemicroovenfirst,whichbranddoyoulike?”

goshsheissofullofenergy

“Any,aslongasit’ssilvertomatchmykitchen”she

givesalook“What?”Iask

“You’reboring,anywaywhoisgoingtocarryallthis

staffforyou?”sheaskslookingatmylist

“Idon’tknowwillpushthetrolleytotheparkinglot,

thisthingswillfitinyourcar”

“BoitumeloMotaungIworkedhardforthatcar,I

wantnoscratchesinmycar”mxm!Dramaqueen

“AnywaywhereisVula,isn’thesupposedtobe

helpingwithallthis?”

“Thatoneisnothappywithmymove,hewentto

fetchKhweziandhismombuthepromisedtosee

melaterandhelpmeunpack”

Herphonerings

“Heyviii”………………“NoI’matthemall”………………..“I’m

helpingtumibuysomethingsforherflat”……………..

“Thatwouldbegreat”shewinksatme………….“Okay



vii”Shedropsthecall

“Vusiiscomingwithhishousematetheywillhelp

uscarryallthis”Inod,GodknowsI’mstillnot

comfortablewiththisunionbutIhavetokeepmy

mouthshutcozhurricanedineostrikesalotlately

Wedidourminishoppingandpaidup,aswepush

ourtrolleyoutIseeTsietsiwithaperfectGod’s

creation,IthinkhisIdrisAlba’stwin,andtheycome

towardsussmiling

“Ladies”themuscularbroadmansaylookingat

Dinny,IjustnodasthemanpullsDinnycloserfora

tighthug,ok“Dinny,thisismyboyTsietsi”

“Iknowthemactually,Ausidinnyhowareyou?”

Tsietsiaskshuggingdinny

“I’mgood,niceseeingyouagain,youlookfine”

geezdidshehavetosaythat

“Howdoyou’llknoweachother”mycurrentcrush

asks

“ThisisTumi”Tsietsisaytomyabutibae



“Wowsmallworld,whereareyouparked”abutibae

asksdinny,shetellshimashepushesthetrolley

andtheywalkaheadofus

“Andwhyyouoglinghimlikethat”Tsietsiasksnext

tome

“Hisfine”

“DamnI’mhurt”hesaytouchinghisheart

“Hurtmyfoot,whereisThula”

“SHHHH!Notsoloudhau!”Igivehimalook“Vusiis

Thula’sbrotherhedoesn’tknowwedating”small

worldindeed

Wereachtheparkingandtheyloadourstaffin

Dinny’scar.

Tsietsidrovemestraighttomyflatwithdinny’scar

cozthetwowantedtotalksotheydrovetogether.I

mustsayimhappyforTsietsihedeservessome

happinessasfordinnyIdon’tknowwhatsheis

playingat.Tsietsihelpedmeoffloadthethingsto

thehouseaswewaitforthecoupletoarriveand



justwhenweputthelastitemdown,Dinnycomes

intellingTsietsitheywaitingforhiminthecar,he

hugsmegoodbyeandleave

“Damnnnnn!GoshIwouldcheattoohisacatch,he

lookslikeourmzansiversionofIdrisAlba”Isay

takingavasegoingtothelounge

“Iknowright,seewhyit’ssohardtoletgoofhim

beforehepipesme”sheyellsfromthekitchen

“Soyoutoohaven’tdoneit?”Iasklookingforcouch

cushionsinoneoftheplasticstillinthelounge

“NoIcan’tsleepwithhimwhileI’mstillpregnant

withanotherman’sbaby,butassoonasIhealafter

birth,I’mgoingtoridehimlikepornstaranddump

sizwewhileatit”welaugh

“What’shisshoesize,helookslikehisgiftednicely

andhishandsyoh!”shewalksin

“Bitchthat’smymaneyesoff,thisvaseisnotokay

hereyoushouldputitonthetablebythecouch”I

takethevasetodoasinstructed



“OkayMissperf…..Oh!Shit”thevasebreaksfrom

myhands

“Whatthehelltu….”Shefreezesjustlikemeasshe

turnstoo

Shitshitshit!GoshIfeellikecursingVula,Sizwe

andMthoaresittingonmycouch.I’mfrozenonmy

stepsIdon’tknowwhattodoorwhattosay,Igave

Vulamyextrakeyaftermybrotherconfirmedthe

placethatwasverystupidofme.DearLord.Sizwe

standsfromthecouchandcomestowardsDinny

“DineoMotaungyoureallyarecheatingonme?”he

askswithapainedvoice,Dinnydoesn’tsay

anythinginsteadshelooksdown“Andyourfalling

forthisfool?Evenplanningonleavingme”canIdie

now,Iwillwakeuplater“Answermedamnit!”he

bangsthecounterseparatingthekitchenand

lounge,hebendsandtoucheshiskneesbreathing

hard“Didiwhy?”ohmyGodhiscrying

“Youknow,Iknewyouwerefoolingaroundwith



someone,IknewfromthatflowerincidentbutI

didn’twanttobelieveitcoznotinmillionyearshave

Ithoughtyouwoulddothistomebuthearingyou

sayit,andyouevenlovehim…….whenyousaidyou

wantedabreakIjustthought……..Dinnyyoulove

him”thisispainful

“Idon’tlovehim,Iloveyou”Dinnysaysfinally

“Thenwhy?”

“Sizwebehonestwithyourselfyoudon’tloveme,

wehavebeentogetherforsevenyearsandwhatdo

Ihavetoshowforit?”shepausesabit“Two

fatherlessbabies,aguywhoissupposedtobemy

nephewisraisingyoursonandnowI’mpregnant

againyouhaveneverattendedanyappointment

withme,myfriendsarehappilymarriedwellexcept

meIcan’tevensitwiththemanymorecozI’mthat

unmarriedfriend.Younevertalkaboutafuturewith

mesoI’msorryIhurtyoubutIfoundsomeonewho

actuallyseesafuturewithme,someonewho

actuallywantstobeafathertomykidssoI’msorry

asmuchasIloveyouI’mwillingtosacrificeyouin

ordertohaveahappyhomewithmybabies”she



saysandwipeshertearsasshetriestoleave

“I’msosorrysthandwasami,I’mreallysorry,DidiI

loveyousomuch,I’msorryImadeyouraiseour

babiesonyouown,I’msorryIdidn’tstepuptobea

manenoughbutpleasedon’tdothistome,don’tdo

thistous,I’maskingforonelastchance,justgive

methisyeartofixmyshitmyloveyou’llbethe

happiestZunguwife”hekneelsinfrontofher

holdingherhands“Keyaokopamamabanabaka”

(I’mbeggingyoumotherofmychildren)Hebrushes

dinny’stummystillonhisknees

Thisissadyoh!Ican’tkeepcalmmytearsfallasI

movetomynotsohappymanonthecouch,he

givesmeapissedlookasIsitnexttohimbuthe

wipesmytearsstillfuming

“Soyouwouldcheattoo”heasksspeakingdown

“Iwasjustkiddingbabe,I’msorryDinagwewami”

hesighsandpullsmetohischestbrushingmy

back,yahIknowhisclannamesalwayssoftenhim

up



“Okaystopcryingbutwestillgoingtotalkabout

thisdemonicidriselba,whothefuckishebafo”he

asksMthonexttous,hehasalaptopandhelooks

quitebusy

“Nigerianmalepornstar”Mthosaymxm!LiesbutI

won’tcorrectmytearsjustsavedme

“Youneedwater?”Inod,hegoestothekitchenand

comesbackwithaglassofwater,Ididn’tevenneed

itbytheway,Igulpthewaterdownashebrushes

myback…….

“Harry,Ihavetodropyoumanwillyoutwobe

okay?”Sizweasksfromthecounterwithamessed

Dinnyinhisarms

“Leaveman,gohandleyourshit,Mtho’sgotthis”

Vulaanswerhim,Ialwaysforgettoaskhimwhy

sizwecallshimHarry

“Zunguwaitupforme,Ihaveafeelinganother

IndianmovieisabouttoplayandIcan’twitnessit”

Mthosaycollectinghislaptopandcharger

“WhataboutthecamerasMtho”vulaasks



“Idisabledallofthem,tellmewhenthecoastis

clearsowecanremovethem”vulanodsandstand

upwalkingthemout

“I’mnothappymama”goshsuchabigbabyhesay

comingbackfromthedoor

“IknowmybabyI’msorryIwasjustkiddingaround

withdinny”

“Awelcomesexwilleaseallthisangerinme”he

saytakinghisshirtoffandIlaugh“Comehere”he

givesmeapassionatekisspushingmetothe

bedroom.

I’mputtingmyheadonhischestafterourwelcome

sessionplayingwithhisnipple

“Sthandwasamiwouldyoureallycheatonme?”

goshIthoughtwedealtwiththisbygivinghimmy

cake

“Nobabyitwasajoke,Iwouldn’tdothatyou’re

everythingIneedandmore”hesmiles



“Thankyoumylovelet’sgofixyou’replace

mommy”hesaygettingoutofbed

“HaibabynnaI’mtired,let’stakeanapfirst”

“OkaytakeyournapIwilljoinyouafterIeat,I’m

hungryminazululami”Inodalreadydriftingto

sleep

Shamemymanpackedeverythingalone,mynap

endedupbeingmysleep.Hewokemeupinthe

morningwithbreakfastinbedandIwassurprised

whenIwenttothekitchenandloungeeverything

wasplacedneatlyandcorrectlywhereitsupposed

tobe.Ihaveneverbeenthishappyinmylife,

sometimesIthinkit’snotreal,nowhejustsentme

lunchatwork.I’mblessed.

HismomandkhweziarearoundandI’mnotlooking

forwardtohismom,heaskedmetohavedinner

withthemtonight,IliedandtoldhimIhavealotof

paperworktodo,tobehonestIjustwanttoenjoy

myflatalonesinceeverythingisproper,theonly

thingmissingisgroceryandI’mgoingtobuyitwith

hiscardI’mfeedinghisbabyafterall.



Ithrowmyselfonthecouchswitchingonthetv,just

whenIrelaxmydooropensandKhwezicomes

runningwithherfatherandshethrowsherselfon

me

“Yourfat,whyyousofat?”Mxm!I’mnotfatlittlegirl,

yourfatherknockedmeup

“HowareyouKhwezi?Whereareyourshoes?”she

giggleshidingherface,shelikeswalkingbarefoot

thisone

“I’mfine,whereismyroom”sheasksleavingme

goingthroughmyplace

“Whatroom?”Iaskherfatherwhoisbusyinmy

kitchen

“Thespareroom,Ifixeditforherdidn’tyousee”he

comeswithbowlfullofpopcorn“Babythereisno

foodinhere,whatdoyoueat”heeatstoomuch

“IwillgogroceryshoppingwhenIhavetime,baby

whywouldyoufixkhweziaroomhere?”

“Whatdoyoumean,wherewasshegoingtosleep?



Withus?”JesusthisissupposedtobeMYFLAT,

MINEALONE.Heignoresmeashechangesthe

channel“Howdotheytaste?Ithinksomethingis

missing”hishandingmeabowlandtheytastefine

tome“Maybevinegar,doyouhavevinegar”hesay

goingtomykitchen,Idon’thavevinegarandIhave

nevereatenpopcornswithvinegarhisalienselfis

outtoplaytoday

“Whatarewegoingtoeatfordinnermommy”he

asksbrushingmynotvisibletummy

“Idon’tknowSango,we’lljustorderpizzaor

something”

“Idon’twantthatmina,Iwantrealfood”wellimnot

yourwifebrother“Whydon’tweallgoeatoutat

least?”

“Youhavenevertakenmeoutonarealdateyazi,

likeinarestaurant”helaughs

“Ngempela?”Inod“WellIneedtocorrectthat,but

whatarewegoingtodoaboutKhwezi”

“Hai!NotnowSangoI’mverytiredwecangosome

othertime”hepecksmylips“Babypleasestopthis



thingofchangingyourcologne,youreallystinkand

thissmellismakingmenauseous”hereallydo

smellbadlately

“Ithinkit’sbestIstopusingmycologneyoukeep

sayingIchangeditbutIhaven’tsthandwasami,my

girlismakingyouhatemelately”

“Itcouldbeaboy”

“Noit’sagirl,weonlymakegirlsathome”Ifrown

buthelaughsandkissesmyshoulder“Doyouwant

aboy?”

“NoIjustwantababywithtenfingers”helaughs

“Babyyousaidwilltalkaboutyougoinghome

for…………”hisphoneringsfromhispockets,he

reachesforitandanswer

“Ndlovukazi”…………………..“WHAT?”hiseyespops

likeafrogsquashedbyatractor“Inmy

house?”……….“Ngiyezamaa,ngizoilungisalento”

(I’mcomingmomIwillfixit)hedropsthecall

“SthandwasamiIhavetogodealwithcertain



demoninmyhouse,canIpleaseleaveKhwezi?I

willpickheruplater”Inod“Iloveyoumamamogirl,

pleaseordersomethingokay”hekissesmy

shoulderashestandstoleave

“Babywait”heturnsfromthedoorway“Iwas

wonderingifIcanusethatcardtobuyyourgirl

somefood”helaughsreturningtomefiddling

throughhiswallet

“Mi,Itotallyforgotaboutthatcard,usethisonemy

heaven”hesayhandingmeadifferentcard,thenhe

pecksmyforeheadandleaves.Wellmygold

diggingskillsareimprovingIguessmyaunttaught

mewell.

KhweziandIsleptverylate,IthoughtSangowas

gonnacomebackbuthedidn’tnowIhavetogoto

workandIdon’tknowwhatI’mgoingtodowith

Khwezi,hisphonehasbeenoffsinceheleft.

“Sawubonamamamogirl”Ilaugh,apparentlySango

toldherwegoingtobuyherababysister“Idon’t

likerepeatingclothes”



“YouleftyourclothesathomeKhwezi,eatupI’m

goingtobelate”Itryherfatheragainassheeats

butitstilldoesn’tgothrough

IdecidetocallanubertotakemetoSango’splace

soIcandropKhwezioff.WegreetbabKhaphelaby

thegatewhenheopensforus.

KhweziopensthedoorasItrytoknock,Ohwhat

happenedinhere?Thingsarebrokenit’slikepeople

werefighting

“Mamamogirlwhathappenedhere?”Khweziasks

holdingmyhandfordearlife“Whereisbaba?”sigh!

“BabyIdon’tknow,let’sgolookforhiminhisroom”

aswetrytotakethestairs,weseebeyoncewalking

downthestairswithjustatopandIthinkitbelongs

tovula,shefreezesabitlookingatKhwezi

“Hello”Igreethercozshelookslikeshejustseena

ghostandsheismakingKhwezinervouswithher

stare

“Oh,Hiimsorry,whoareyouandhowcanIhelp



you”IthinkIshouldbetheoneaskingthat

“I’mtumiandI’mlookingforSango”

“Sango?Whoisthat”sheaskslookingatKhwezi

“Myfather”Khwezihelpsme

“OhIthinkhe…….”

“ZONKE”Sango’smomshoutsheroffwalking

downthestairs,ohqueenbhereisZonke“Makoti”

sheacknowledgesmeandInod

“IbroughtKhwezi,Sangowassupposedtopickher

upyesterdaybuthedidn’t”Isaytomydevilinlaw

“Pleasetakeherwithyouforawhile,hewillcome

seeyoulatertoexplain”

“Ihavetogotowork,Ican’t……..”

“MaDlomongiyakucela”shesaylookingatmewith

pleadingeyes,gosh!WhatdidIgetmyselfinto?And

whendidIgraduateto‘MaDlomo’

“Khwezilet’sgofetchyouclothes”sherunsupthe

stairsasIfollowher

“IknowyouhatemeNokuthulabuttoletVula’s



bitch……”hwaaaa!AhotslaplandsonZonke’s

cheek

“Iwantyououtofthishousethisinstantgobackto

whateverholeyoucrawledfrom”I’mwatchingall

thisunfoldupthestairs,whatthehellisgoingon

here?

IcalledmymanagerandtoldhimI’mgoingtobean

hourlateasItakeKhwezitomybrother’shouse,my

brotherisatworksohewon’tseeher,shewillplay

withtheboyscoztheyareonEasterbreak.

Ican’tconcentrateproperlytoday,I’mveryworried

aboutSangohisphonehasbeenoffandIcan’t

shakethefeelingthatthatwomanisheretocause

trouble.

“Vulamasangoisheretoseeyou,hisbyreception,

howdoyouknowhim?”Mr.Lehokosayswalkingin,

whyishesohappy

“ThanksMr.Lehokohismyboyfriend”Isay



standingupfixingmyskirt

“Really?WowIneedtotellThabisoaboutthis”I

don’tknowwhatthisfussisaboutIjustwanttosee

myman

Hedoesn’tlookgreat,hiseyessaysitall,this

bitchesbetterbackoffthelooktheygivingmyman,

heseesmeasIapproach,hestandsupandrubs

hishandtogether

“Zululami”hesaysquashingmewithahugfullof

emotions

“What’swrong?”Isaystillinhisarms

“I’mabouttoloseyou”Ipushhimawaygently
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Hedoesn’tlookgreat,hiseyessaysitall,this

bitchesbetterbackoffthelooktheygivingmyman,

heseesmeasIapproach,hestandsupandrubs

hishandtogether

“Zululami”hesaysquashingmewithahugfullof

emotions

“What’swrong?”Isaystillinhisarms

“I’mabouttoloseyou”Ipushhimawaygently

“Babewhatareyoutalkingabout?”hebetternot

breakupwithme“Isither?”myvoicecomesout

trembling,heshakeshisheadno“Thenwhatisit

babe?”

“Canwegotoyourplacetotalk?”

“BabeI’matwork”

“Pleasemyheaven”sigh!Helooksreallydown

“Okay,Iwillberightback”



IaskedMr.LehokoifIcouldleaveearlythereisan

emergencyathomeheagreedandaskedmeto

giveinagoodwordtoVula,Iwillgiveinhisgood

wordsomeothertimenowIjustwantthismanto

tellmewhatissowrong.Hisneverbeenthisquite

everhekeptonstealingglancesatmeashedrove

“Zululamingicelaungithembiseuzohlalaungowami

kuzekubephakade”(Myheavenpleasepromiseme

you’llalwaysbemyforever)Idon’tknowwhatI’m

gettingmyselfintobutIknowIwanttobehis

forever

“Eyababe”(yesbabe)Isay,heholdsbothmy

handsbeforehebreathsheavily

“Thewomanyousawinthemorningiskhwezi’s

motherandwearecurrentlystillmarriedonpaper”I

thinkthereissomethingwrongwithmyhearing

“Sangoyou’remarried?”IaskbrokenasIremove

myhandsfromhistightgrip



“Onlyonpaperbabypleasedon’tlookatmelike

that,I……”

“Sangoyou’remarried?”Ineedtohearitagain

“LetmeexplainMaDlomongiyakucela,pleasedon’t

crysthandwasami,Iwas…….”

“Sangoyou’re…..”heholdsmedowntightlyasIcry

betweenhislegs,howcanhebesocruel

“Babeplease”hesayholdingmetightly“BabeIwas

married,Ithoughtwedivorcedwhensheleftbut

sheissayingotherwise,shecamebackwithpapers

sayingwestillmarriedandIdon’tknowhowthat

happened,I’mhavingmylawyerlookintoitmylove,

saysomethingmama”ItakeamomentasIcollect

myselfanddigestthisrubbishI’mtold.

“HowisthatpossibleSangoandwhydidn’tyoutell

meyouweremarried,Ithought……..”

“Ididn’tknowIstillwasandIreallydon’tknowhow

imstillmarriedtoZonkecozwebothsignedthe

papers”sigh!



“Ihateitwhenyoulietome”myheartissoftening

up“Promisemethisthelasttimeyoulietome”

“IpromisemamaandI’mtrulysorry”hepecksmy

cheek“Thankyouforunderstanding”

“Whatwasshedoinginyourhousewithyourtop?”

“Thatwomaniscrazysthandwasami,Idon’tknow

whatshewasdoingwithmytopIleftherthereand

sleptatmysanctuarycozshewasbreakingthings”

“Whereisshenow?”

“Ithinksheisstillthere”nxa!Istandupandreach

forhishand,helooksconfused“Let’sgogetkhwezi

I’mmovingin”helaughs

“Myex’sshouldshowupmoreoften”Igivehima

look“I’msorrymyheaven”

Thispregnancyisgivingmewings,Iknowforafact

ifIwasinmyrightstateofmindIwouldn’thavehad

thecouragetodothis,hisquitehappydrivingus

backtohisplacethesadhimisgone



“Mamamogirlwhenarewegoingshopping?You

promised”KhweziIcan’tdealwithyounow,Ihave

yourmothertomarinatewithperi-periandfry

“We’llgoonSaturdaybaby,putonyourshoes

khweziyoulooklikeaherdboy”sheimmediately

putsthembackon

“Sorrymamamogirl”mymanischucklingallthe

way

Thebitchiswatchingmyman’stvwithaglassof

wineinfrontofher,sheisverybeautifulyenabut

I’mnotheretocomplimenther,Isitnexttoherwith

thefakestsmileaskhweziandherfatherclimbsthe

stairs

“Iseeyou’vegotballsafterall”hmk!Savagethat

much

“NoIdon’thaveballs,Ijustdon’tlikebeingtested”I

say

“Iwonderwhoistestingyoucozthisismyfamily,

that’smymanandmydaughter”



“Yourman?”Ilaugh“Yousureaboutthatandasfor

yourdaughtershedoesn’tevenrememberyouso

trysomethingelse”

“I’mstillmarriedtohimbitch”

“Soyousay,listenIdon’thavealldaytochitchat

withyou,thereisaguesthouseoutsidewhereyou

willnicelysleepandwatchtvsoexcusemeIneed

towatchmyfavouriteshow”Isaychangingthe

channel

“I’mnotgoinganywhere,I’mstillhiswifesonotyou,

nothimcankickmeoutbitch”Ilikethistalkwenot

shouting

“Really?Hmk!Let’sseeaboutthat”Isaydialling

him,Iknowthisonewillgladlyhelpmequickly

“Whereareyou”Iaskwhenhepicksup

“I’menteringmyhousemate’shouse”perfect

“Pleasecometothelounge,thereistrashIneed

thrownout”hechucklesdroppingthecall,wefall

intoagood10minutesofsilence,thebitchis



fumingandI’mfumingbackmyarmpitsareeven

itchy

“Makoti”heyellsfromthekitchen

“Inhere”hewalksinwithNdlovukazishitIdidn’t

thinkshiswithsomeoneespeciallyher

“Zonke,gopackyourshitquicklymabebezaand

herethedivorcewaslegitandtellthatbroke

husbandofyourstorobabankorsomething”he

saythrowingpapersather

“I’mnotgoinganywherewithoutmydaughter”

“WHATDAUGHTER?”bothMthoandNdlovukazi

asksatthesametime

“Youreallyareboredwena,getthefu*koutofhere,

youknowifyoucamenicelyaskingtoseeher

maybewewould’vefallenforthisactbutyoucame

withyourwhoringtendencysono,thereisnogirlof

minethatyou’llsee”Mthosaysfuming

“Willseeaboutthat,you’llgoingtopayforthisallof

you”sheshoutspickingherbagwalkingout“and



wenaNokuthulayourdayiscoming”okaywhyis

shesomadatNdlovukazithemost

“Iwillbewaitingdear,Idinewiththedevilhimself

sodon’tworryaboutme”hmk!

“Reallymamcane,youdinewiththedevil?”Mtho

asksshocked“Whereisharrymakoti?”

“Upstairs”henodsandpicksthepaper’sgoingup

stairs,nowI’mleftwithawomanwhointimidatethe

shitoutofme

“Whenareyoucominghome?Youtoocan’t

postponethisforever”sheistalkingaboutthe

ceremony

“Webothtightupatworkbutwe’llmaketime”Isay

notlookingatherbutshesitsnexttome

“Makethattimesoon,wewouldn’twantthecouncil

choosinganotherZonkeforvulatofulfilhis

expectationright”whatisshetalkingabout

“Whatdoyoumean?”shelooksatmewithafrown

“Kantiwhat……waitletmeaskyouthis,whois



VulamasangoDlomo?”thiswomanurgh!

“Hismyman”geez!Shesarcasticallylaughs

“Youreallydon’tknowthatmanofyoursdoyou?”

shechuckles“letmetellyouastory”sherelaxeshe

legsontopofthetabletakingzonke’swine

“VulamasangoDlomoistheonlysonofthelate

kingMkhontoDlomoII,heistheonlymaleseedleft

intheDlomokingdomtofatherthenextking,so

younggirlyoubetterputyourbiggirlpantiesand

claimyourmanbeforethecouncilbringanother

zonkeintothepicture”

Tosayimshockedisanunderstatement,ImeanI

knewhisfromroyaltybutnotthisdeepandwhy

didn’thetellme,GodVulaandhislies,thisoneI

can’tdealwithitIneedamoment

“Excuseme”Isaystandingup

“Sitdownandlisten”sigh!“I’mnottellingyouthisto

hurtyoubutIwantyoutounderstandthe

importanceofyourpregnancytothisfamily,you

mightbecarryingaDlomoking”



“Howso?”

“WheneveramalechildwasconceivedintheDlomo

kingdomabullwoulddieandtheseerwouldtakea

gallfromthatcowandsmearitonalltheDlomo

male’sforehead,it’sanactofwelcomingaboy

childinthiskingdom”shesipsherwine“andforthe

firsttimeinyearsandImeanlongyearstwobulls

diedthesametimehenceVulaandKubekawas

summonedtothekingdomtobesmearedwiththe

galltogetherwithZwelithini”

“Whatdoestwocowsdyingmean?”

“That’swhatconfusesGumede,wehaveneverhad

twocowsdyingandwealldon’tknowwhatit

meansandwhatmakesitevenmoreconfusingis

thatacowonlydiesifthechildisconceivedbyfull

royaltybloodsohiswaitingfortheancestorsto

showhimsomethingbeforeweannouncetothe

councilthatyougoingtobirthourking”

“Me?”Ifrown

“Yesyou,kantiwhydoyouthinkI’mtellingyouall



this?Forfun?Mxm!Ihavebetterthingstodowith

mytimethantomakejokeswithyou”shetakesher

cellphonefromherbreastanddialsomeone

“Abongile,bringthecartothefront”shelocksitand

put’sitbacktoitssafety“TellyourmanI’msleeping

atkubeka’shouse”

Shewalksoutleavingmeinapullofthoughts,what

haveIgottenmyselfintoIneedamomentthisis

toomuchmyheartisquiteheavy.

Icalledanubertotakemetomyplace,Ididn’twant

toseehimIjustneedaminutetomyself,Ireally

don’tknowhowimfeelingaboutallthis,hecalls

justasimthinkinghard

“Mamamogirlukuphi”(whereareyou?)GodIdon’t

wanttoseehimnow

“Oh!I’matmybrother’shousetherewasan

emergencyIhadtocomeherequickly”Ilie

“Whatemergencymyloveandwhydidn’tyoutell

me”



“IjustpanickedandIcalledanuber,IhavetogoI

willupdateyou”Idropthecallbeforehesays

anythingIdon’twanttoseehimrightnow

Idon’tknowthemanIfellinlovewith,yesthere

werehintshereandtherethathisofroyalbloodbut

Ididn’tthinkitwasthisdeep,whatbafflesmemore

isthiscowthingItotallydon’tunderstandit,whatif

Sangocheatedandthatpersonisexpectinghis

otherboy?WhatifI’mcarryingtwins?Butthat’s

impossibleagaincozthelasttimewewenttoa

doctorheonlyconfirmedonechildalthoughhe

couldn’ttellthesexyet.

Lifecanreallyfu*kyouupwhenyouleastexpectit,

ImeanacoupleofhoursagoIwassohighclaiming

mymanfromhisexandnow……….AndZonkeifshe

isofroyaltywhydidtheybreakupand……..my

phonedisturbsmythinkingfight……..eishthisoneI

can’tdealwithhimnowsorejectthecall

Sipho:I’moutsideyourdoor,Iknowyou’reinopen

forme



Gosh!IfonlyheknewI’mbitterasf*cktodayhewill

regretcominghere

“Hey,youlookterrible”hesaywalkingin

“TellmesomethingIdon’tknow,whatdoyou

want?”Iaskwithanattitude

“Geez!RelaxIjustcametoseeyou,Ihaven’tseen

yousinceyourhousehunting”Ireallydon’tcare

whenlasthesawme

“AsyoucanseeIfoundthehouseandit’sfu*king

perfectsoslammyfu*kingentrancewhenyoutake

yourflatbehindout,nxa!”Ileavehimshockedinthe

lounge,Ineedtocryinpeace

Theyactuallyfallhelplessly,I’msittinginmy

bedroomlookingatmyselfinthemirror,howdidI

getinsodeepsofast,howcantheoneIgavemy

hearttobethisheartless,I’mnoking’smotherI

don’tevenwanttoentertainthethought,ifVulaisa

princehisgoingtomarryaprincessnotme,yesI

belongtotheBataungchieftaincybutI’mno

princess



Mygrandfatherwasachiefandwhenhediedmy

uncletookthechieftainshipandifmyunclewasto

diemyfatherwouldbeexpectedtotakeoveruntil

abutiMorenaisready,Idon’tknowifthatmakes

meroyalcozthechieftainshipIknowfardifferent

fromhis,myunclelistenstocommunitymember’s

squabbles,heallocateandsignslandtothebuyers,

callsmeetingsaboutthedevelopmentinthe

communityandsometimesevictingpeoplefrom

thevillage.

That’sthechief’sworkfortheBataungVillage,all

mycousinsandIhaveneverbeenaddressedas

princesandprincesses,evenmygrandfathersome

peoplestillregardhimasNtateMorenaTau,Ireally

do…….

“Pennyforyourthoughts?”heisstandingbythe

door,whatthefu*kishestilldoinghere

“Youwantatourtothemorgue?”Iaskpissed

“Huh!”



“Don’t‘nyuh’mesipho,Iwillfu*kinkillyouanduse

myfridgeasamorgueforyourannoyingass,what

thehellyoustilldoinginmyhouse”hecomes

closerandkneelsinfrontofme

“Hehurtyoudidn’the?”damnthistears,didhehave

toremindmeofhim“Whatdidhedo?”

“Idon’twanttotalkaboutitpleaseleavesiphoI’m

reallynotinthemood”Isaytryingtowipemy

fallingtears

“I’mnotleavingyoulookinglikethisandyoudon’t

havetotalkjustcryandwillsitnexttoyou”Sigh!

Hereallyisnotleaving

“I’msorryaboutmyrudenessasyoucanseeimnot

reallyinagoodmood,anywaywhatdidyouwant?”

helaughssittingnexttomeonmybedbrushingmy

back

“DoIneedareasontoseeafriend”Ishakemyhead

no“Iknowsomethingthatcouldcheeryouup,

pleasecomewithme”

“I’mreallynotinthemoodforanythingsiphosoI

wouldrathersitinmyhouseandwatchsad



movies”helaughs

“Whywouldyoutortureyourselflikethat”Ishrug

“Letmeshowyousomethingmymotheralwaysdo

whenI’mdown”hetakesbothmyhandssqueezing

themthen……..

“Hmk!Thisisquiteanemergencymylove”his

standingbythedoorwithalookIcan’tdescribe,I

removemyhandsfromsipho’sgripandcovermy

faceshameless,thissureisgoingtobealongnight.

Hewalksinandstandinfrontofusonthebed

“DlaminiIsuggestyougetthehelloutofhere

beforewehavearealemergency”hesaypullingme

upandmakingmestandbehindhim

“I’mnotgoinganywhere”siphosaygivinghima

stare,tobehonestI’mreallytiredandrightnowI

don’tcareaboutneitherofthem

“Iwasreallyhopingyouwouldsaythatboy”he

takesoffhisjacketandthrowitonthebed,Idecide

toleavethebothofthemtokilleachother,Ireally

don’tcareandmaythebestmanwinwhileatit.Isit



onmycouchandonmytvincreasingthevolume

cozIdon’twanttohearanyscreamor……..oh!Shit

whatthehell

“Sangowhatareyoudoing”hisdraggingalifeless

Siphooutthebalcony,itwasjustaminutemosshe

can’tkillhimthatsoon

“Bringwaterforyourboyfriend”

“Hisnotmyboyfriend”Ishoutbringingthewater

anyway,hepourswateronhisfaceandsipho

gaspsforair,hepickshimupandhangshimbythe

balcony.Siphoscreamslikelittlegirlseeinga

spider

“Vulamanpleaseman,Ididn’tmeantosteponyour

toespleasemanplease”hebegs

“Babycomeonyoucan’tthrowhimdownplease

mylove”Ibegtoo

“GivemeonereasonwhyIshouldn’t?”reallynow

vula,howaboutit’sananimalthingtodo

“Becausehisjustafriendsthandwasami,nothing



isgoingonbetweenus”I’mbegging

“Heisjustafriend?”hechucklesandpullhimdown

“Wellfriend,tellyourfriendherewhatyouhave

beenupto”what’shetalkingabout,siphois

shakingonthefloor“Ihaterepeatingmyself

moron”hekickshim

“I’msorryTumi,Ididn’tmeantoinvadeyourprivacy

likethat,Ijust……Ican’tkeepmyeyesofyou”he

sincerelybegs

“Whatareyoutalkingabout?Vulawhat’sgoingon

here?”insteadofgettinganswervuladragshimout

ofthedoorandkickshimoutasheshutthedoor

andturnstolookatme

“Ican’thavebloodonmyhandsButhumelo,Ireally

can’tandyouandthatthing…….”Goshhisfuming

“Vulawhat’sgoingon”heexhalesdeeplyandsits

onthecouch

“Siphoisstalkingyou”

“What?”Iaskshocked



“Rememberthattimewhenyoufoundmeinhere

withMthoandsizwe?”Inod“Wewereremoving

camerasinhere,heplantedcamerasinthis

apartmentafteryouconfirmedyoulikethisoneand

thestupidyoudidn’tseeanythingcozheisjusta

friendright”I’mnumb

“RememberwhenIsaidtherewasaguypeeking

throughthedoorwhenIcametoseeyouatdinny’s

place,itwashimthat’swhyIaskedatthehospitalif

youtwokneweachotherandwhenIheardhimtell

youtokillmychildIknewsomethingwasupsoI

hadhimfollowed,angishohisjusta‘friend’”

everythingisspinningthereistwoofhiminfrontof

me,Ifeelmykneestrembling“Shit”hejumpsfrom

thecouchandputsmeonthecouch“Breathmama

please,imsosorrymyheaven”hegivesmeaglass

ofwaterthatIdon’tknowwhenhegot

Hescoopsmeupandput’smeonmybedashe

dialssomeone,hegivesthepersonmyaddressand



tellshimtocomeimmediately

“Babelookatme,don’tcloseyoureyesmama

please”I’mtryingreallyhardnottoclosethem“My

Godyou’resweating”herunstothebathroomand

comesbackwithadampcoldtowelandwipesmy

forehead“Zululamingiyakucela(Myheavenplease)

don’tclosethoseeyes,lookatmejustfocuson

yourforeverpleasemama”myheartisbeatingtoo

fastandIfeelsonumbandsosleepy

HappySaturdaymypeople
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uguyschangedinsert18,somanyinboxaskingfor



Valentine'sspecialwhatwassupposedtobe18will

nowbe19,loadsheddingisshowingusflames

kamotembisaitdisturbedourscheduleIwasgoing

tothrowthisoneka6andtheotheronengo10so

nextworksucksguys,Iwillthrowur19hoseng

IguessIdidn’tlookinmyforever’seyesasasked

cozimwakingupfrommybeautifulsleepwithhim

staringatmelikeaghost.

“Sango”Ihavetosaysomethingcozhedoesn’t

looklikehisgoingtosayanything

“Hmm”

“Areyouokay?”hesigh!Heavily

“I’msorryzululamiIshouldbetheoneaskingyou

that,howyoufeeling?”helooksreallyworried

“I’mfine,whathappened?”Ijustrememberthe

siphosagaandfeelingweakafterwards

“Youhadapanicattackbutyoudon’thavetoworry,

thepetersaidyouwillbeperfectlyfineIjusthaveto

makesureyoudon’tstress”heexhalesdeeply“I’m



reallysorrymyheavenwealmostlostourbaby

becauseofme,Ididn’tmeantostressyoulikethat

and…..”

“Sangoyoudidn’tstressme,Iwasalreadyunder

stressmyselfIwastheonethinkingtoomuch

aboutthingsIshouldhaveaskedyoudirectly

insteadofstressingmyself”

“Whatthingssthandwasami?”

“Comesithere”Ipatthespaceinfrontofme,Ineed

tolookathimperfectly“Vulamasangowhoare

you?”

“What?”hissurprised

“Sangoplease”heknowswhatI’masking,hiseyes

saysitall

“Whotoldyou?”

“Doesn’tmatterSangoIjustneedyoutoclarify

somethingstome”hesighsheavilyandtakesboth

myhands

“OkaymamaIgetthatandwewilltalkmyloveI



promisebutIwashopingweunwindandjustrelax

abittonight,willtalkanddealwitheverything

tomorrowpleasezululami”hereadmymind

“Iwouldlovethatverymuch”hesmiles

“Thankyoumylove,I’mgoingtomakesureyou

haveastressfreenightandIhopetomakethe

entireofourlivestogetherstressfree”hepecksmy

lips“Comelet’sgo”

“Wherearewegoing?”

“It’sasurprise”helocksmydoorandleadsmeto

hiscarwithasillysmileonhisface

Hehasn’tsaidanything,hisholdingmyhandtightly

ashedrivesandeverynowandthenhepecksit

withanaughtygrinonhisface,Ithinkhecantell

thatI’mquitecuriousandhisnotgoingtospill

anything

“BunnyyouknowIhatesurprises”helaughs

“Ihatethemtoobutyoustillsurprisedmewiththat

shortblackthing”thezuluinhim



“It’scalledlingerie”

“Whatever,youshouldweariteverydaywhenI’m

sleepingwithyou”

“Never,soyoucanshagmeeasily”helaughs

“I’mnotyourfriendwithbenefits,Idon’tshag

mamaIf*ck”hestealaglanceatmecozheknows

whathisdirtylanguagedoestome“Yourbreathing

ischangingmylove,isoxygeninsufficient?Orisit

gettinghotinhere?”helaughs

“LeavemealoneSango”

“Don’tworrywehere,Iwilldefinitelysupplyyou

mama”hewinksatmeandgetsouttoopenforme

“What’sthisplaceSango,isitsafe?Whyarewein

themiddleofnowhere?”

“Thembaminamyheaven”(Trustme)Heleadsthe

way

Wewalkabitofdistancebeforeweenterahuge

gate.Theplaceissurroundedbyhugetalltreesand

itstilldarksoIdon’tseeanyobject



“Babewhat’sthiswhatisgoingonwhy……”

“Shhhhhhhh”heholdsmefrombehindandbenda

bittobitemyear“Lookup”thetreesstartlighting

onebyonewithwhitelights,thereisahugestar

lightontopofeverytree,thislooksamazingwe

surroundedbytreeswithlightsandinfrontofusis

apicnicfortwosetwithbigfluffycushions,asmall

tableinbetweenthecushionswithtwocovered

platesandabottleofwineandtwoglasses,thereis

alsoaclosedbasketnexttothetable

“Bunny”I’mallsmiles,Iturnandputmyheadonhis

chest,helaughsandsqueezesmehard

“Youlike?”ishekiddingme

“Hellno,IloveIloveitsomuchmybunnythankyou

forthis”hebitesmyearandpecksmyshoulderas

heleadsustotheromanticsetup

“I’mgladyouloveit,thisismesayingthankyoufor

beinginmylife,thankyouforcarryingmybabygirl

Iknowwedidn’tdothingsproperlybutthereisnot

detailIwishtochangeaboutus,everythingis



perfectjustthewayitisandyourperfectmy

heaven”peopleIscoredmyselfsomethingsweet

“Youintendonmakingmecryneah”helaughs

“Nah,I’mjustgoingtoshowyouthatyourtruly

appreciatedsthandwasami,let’seatmamabogirls”

“Hmmmmperiperichickenbiryanimylove”Isay

openingmyplate

“Howdoyouknowsomuchaboutfood?”

“Mymomusedtobeacook,shecateredforevery

eventathomeIwouldwatchhercloselywhen

cookingsheeventuallytaughtmeandaftershe

diedIhadtocookformybrotheranddadbutI

mostlylearnedcookingfrommyex,hismomisa

qualifiedchef”

“Tsietsi?”Inod“Ihatehim”Ilaugh“YouknowIpaid

forhissins”helaughsshakinghishead

“Whatsins?”

“Yourvirginity,yourfathermademepayfortaking

yourvirginity”hethinksTsietsiismyonlyex,his



veryslowbutIwon’tcorrecthimit’sagoodthing

thathethinksI’manangellikethatandtheguywho

tookmyvirginityifIweretoseehimIwouldburn

himalive

“IwasactuallysurprisedthathethoughtIwasstilla

virgin”

“You’rehisangel,hecan’tpictureanythingbad

associatedtoyou,thisthingistoochilly”heopens

abasketandtakesabottleofwater“Wantsome?”

“No,Iwantthewine,thedoctorsaidoneglass

won’t………”helaughs

“Yeah!Rightovermydeadbody,Iforgottotellthe

organisersthatmywomanispregnantthere

shouldn’tbeanywinehere”mxm

“Whendidyouplanthis?”

“Whenyouwerestillsleeping,Itoldpetertotellhis

wifetoorganisethissheisaneventplanner”he

movesthetabletotheside“Comesithere”hepats

thespacebetweenhisraisedlegs“Iloveyou

mama”



“Iloveyoutoopapa”helaughs

“Papa?Hai!It’sbabatome,canIaskyou

something?”Inod“Wheredoyouseeusinthenext

5years?”

“hmmk!Iseeushappilymarriedwithourtwogirls,

Khweziandnoname…..”hepitchesme“Ouch!”

“Don’tcallmydaughternoname,that’sdaddy’s

princess”

“Iwasactuallythinkingofnamestheotherday”I

wanttotesthim

“Reallybabe,letmehearit”

“Mampe”

“What?”heshouldseehisfacerightnow

“Mampe,it’sabeautifulnamebabe”

“Mampe”helookslikehisthinking“Mpeit’s

somethinguglyneahbaby”Inodwithasmile“Soif

it’smampe,isittheoppositeofmpe?”Inod“Okay

meaningbeautifulneah,Iloveit”goshhisstupid



“I’mgladyouloveit,whenwegethometellMtho

aboutthenamehisgoingtobesojealous”Thatone

knowsSothohewilllaughathimtillhelearnsotho

“Okay,sithereIwillbeback”hedisappearsbehind

oneofthetrees,hecomesbackholdingamic

“Whatareyoudoing”Iasklaughing,hewavesthe

micandmusicplays,goshheissingingforme

«««««

*EverynightbeforeIsleep

Ithankthelordforgivingmeanotherday

SoIcanbewithyou

CauseIain’tneverseenaface

Sobeautifulineveryway

Ican’tbelievethatI’mherewithyou

AndIcrycauseIimsoinlove

Causeyoudon’tknowwhatitmeanstometofinally

findsomeone



Iwassearchingfortheperfectgirl,thewomanof

mydreams

Andnowsheisinlovewithme

AndeventhoughI’vebeenaroundtheworld

NeverdidIfindagirl

Thatmakesmefeelthewayyouknowyoudo

Andeventhoughlovehasbeenkindtome

NeverdidIdream

Iwouldfindmeagirllikeyou*»»»»»

OhmyGod!Hissinging,‘AgirllikeyoubyKevon

Edmonds’I’mbeyondamazed,Ican’tbelievehecan

singsoperfectly,ohboyiminlove,azuluman

sweptmyfeetofftheground.Hereachesformy

handwhilesinging

“Agirllikeyou”hewipesmytears“Mysinging

makesyoucry”



“Noonehaseversangformethankyoubaby”I

peckhislips

“Yourwelcomemylove,let’sdance”hewavesthe

micagainandthrowitonthecushionwhen‘Made

toloveyoubyGeraldLevert’startsplaying,hepicks

meupabitandmakesmyfeetstandontopofhis

feetashedanceswithme,hisotherhandisholding

mywaistwhiletheotheroneisholdingmyhandas

heslowlyswaysmeswiftlyaroundsingingalong

madetoloveyou,I’mablushingmessunderhis

stare,hiskeepinghisstarerightatthecoreofmy

eyes,when‘LovebyMusiqSoulchild’playshepulls

meclosertohischestandsqueezesmetightly,I

canfeelhisheartbitandIcantellthetuneitbeats

withisperfect,it’slikeitwasmadetobeatforme

onlyitmatchesthepaceofmyloveforhim,I

wouldn’ttradehimforanythinginthisworld,hismy

soul,myheart,myforever.

“Babeyou’recrying”hesayspushingmelightlyand



wipingmytears

“I’mfavouredtohaveyouinmylife,Idon’tknow

whatIdidsorightforGodtoblessmewithalove

sopure”hepecksmynose

“Youtryingtomakemecrytoo”Ilaugh

“NoBunnyI’mbeinghonest,Imaynottellyouevery

daybutIwantyoutoknowyoumyeverything,you

maynotknowmuchaboutmypastbutyourmy

present,myfutureanddefinitelymyforever”he

smiles“YouholdthekeytomyheartSango”

Hescoopsmeandspinmearoundandshouts“My

girlisinlovewithmepeople”Ihearclapsand

giggles

“Sangotherearepeoplehere?”I’mshockedIdidn’t

seeanyone

“Ofcoursemama,therearepeoplewhoworkhere

behindthelefttreesthereisareceptionthere,you

yawninglet’sgohomesoIcanf*ckyoutosleep”I

laughstillinhisarmsashewalkswithmebackto

thecar



“Ohnowtherearelights,itwasdarkwhenwe

arrived”

“ItwasallVanessa’sdoings,shesaidsurprises

shouldn’tbeobvioushencethedarkness”

“Vanessa?”

“Peter’swife,theplanner”

“Ooohyah!”helaughsasheputsmeonmysitand

strapsmyseatbelt

“Youjealousofpeopleyoudon’tknow?”hegoesto

hissideandgetsin

“Nahimnotjealousbabe,I’mterritorialwithmy

man”helaughshard

Thehouseisalwaysbeautifulbutnowatnightwith

thislightsscatteredonthefloor,it’smagnificent.

Hisstillholdingmyashemoveswithmedownsthe

passageinhisarms,heisquiteimpressedwith

himselfcozhecanseethatI’minawe.



“Yourpricelessyouknowthat?”hesaysthrowing

meontopofthebed,hefixesthemusicwithhis

phoneandBoyzIImenIwillmakelovetoyou

comestolife,hetakeshisshoesofftogetherwith

mineandcrawlsontopofthebed

«««««

*Closeyoureyes,makeawish

Andblowoutthecandlelight–hebendstowards

meonthebedsinging

Fortonightisjustyournight

Wegonnacelebrate,

Allthroughthenight–hisunbuttoningmyblouse

kissingmyneck

Pourthewine,lightthefire

Girlyourwishismycommand–myskirtisonthe

knees

Isubmittoyourdemands



Iwilldoanything,-hesqueezesmyboobs

Girlyouneedonlyask

I’llmakelovetoyou–hissuckingmyboobs

throughthebra

Likeyouwantmeto–hisotherhandiscuppingmy

cookierubbingitthroughmypanty

AndI’llholdyoutight

Babyallthroughthenight–I’mmoaningofhis

touch

Iwillmakelovetoyou–Iunbuttonhisshirt

Whenyouwantmeto

AndIwillnotletgo–Icaresshischestrunningmy

fingersdownhistorso

Tillyoutellmeto–Iundohisbeltandpushthe

pantswithunderweardownwithmyfeet

Girlrelax,let’sgoslow–hewhispersinmyear“Girl,



relax,let’sgoslow”

Iain’tgotnowheretogo–bitesmyear

I’mjustgonnaconcentrateonyou

Girlareyouready?–hesucksmyneck

It’sgonnabealongnight

Throwyourclothesonthefloor–heundomybra

andthrowitonthefloor

I’mgonnatakemyclothesofftoo–hekickshis

pantstothefloor

Imadeplanstobewithyou–hestopsandtakes

mypantyofflookingatme

GirlwhateveryouaskmeyouknowIcando

I’llmakelovetoyou–hisrubbinghisd*ckonmy

clitlookingatit

Likeyouwantmeto–nowhisteasingmaking

circlesonmyc*nthole



AndI’llholdyoutight–Imovemyhipstryingto

catchitbutpressesitonmycl*t

Babyallthroughthenight

I’llmakelovetoyou–Ifeelitdrillingmyentrance

“F*ck”hesaypushingitinslowly

Whenyouwantmeto–Ifeelit,Ifeelhim

AndIwillnotletgo–Iwrapmylegsaroundhis

waist

Tillyoutellmeto–heholdsbothmybuttocks

pushingthemtowardshisd*ck

Babytonightisyournight–hemovesslowly

“Buuunny”Isayfeelinghim

AndIwilldoyouright–hispumpingmeslowly

suckingmyboobs

Justmakeawishonyournight

Anythingthatyouask

Iwillgivetheloveofyourlife–“Fuckme”Isay

bitinghislowerlip



I’llmakelovetoyou–hetakesmylegandputsit

onhisshoulderandheliesonmeabitkissingme

Likeyouwantmeto–hestrokesmedeepbut

slowly

AndI’llholdyoutight

Babyallthroughthenight

I’llmakelovetoyou–“aahhbaby”myendisnear

Whenyouwantmeto–“waitformemama”hesay

pumpingmenicely

AndIwillnotletgo–“Ican’tholditbaby”

Tillyoutellmeto–Isneakmyhandonhisballs

andrubthem

I’llmakelovetoyou–“aaahf*ckmamayessss”he

saypumpingfast

Likeyouwantmeto–mytoescurl,I’mending

“Sangooooooooyesss”



AndI’llholdyoutight–“Myheeeeeeeheeeevean,

ohmama”

Babyallthroughthenight

I’llmakelovetoyou–hecollapseontopofme

breathinglikeheranamarathon

Whenyouwantmeto–Ipeckhislips“Iloveyou

baby”

AndIwillnotletgo–“Iloveyoutoomyheaven”

Tillyoutellmeto*»»»»»»

“ThatwasquiteepicmylovebutIwantroundtwo,

lookhisstillfirm”hetakesmyhandandmakesme

touchit

“Babyno”Ican’timtryingtocatchmybreath

“Ngizolifakakancane”webothlaughasheclimbs

meagain………..ohboytomorrowwewon’tmakeit

towork

LoadsheddingdisturbedyourinsertguysIhadto
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Lastnightwasamazing,thismandidsomethings

tomeI’mevenhornyagainnowthinkingofour

deeds.Icouldn’tevenconcentrateproperlyatwork,

I’mjustgladitsknockofftimeI’mgoingtosoak

myselfinahotbathandrelax,mybodycoulduse

somesaltstorejuvenateitsnaturalglowand

energy.Icollectmytabletandphonesthensurvey

mydeskifI’mnotleavinganythingimportant

behindbeforestandingupandfixingmypants

Imakemywayoutrequestinganuber,taxirankis

toofarIwon’tmakeit,eversincethispregnancyI’m

tootiredtowalklongdistances.Ineedtostopthis



uberbusinesssoIcansavetobuymyselfacar,I

remindmyselfasIsitabitonthechairoutside

waitingformyuber.Itakethismomenttoblock

Siphoinalltheplatforms,hisapsychothekindthat

belongtozoowithanimals……..

“Mamamogirl”sheisstandingwithherfatherin

frontofmebarefoot,thischild

“Khwezi,babywhatareyoudoinghere?”Isay

standingup,Ipeckhislips

“Wecametofetchyou,comelet’sgo”hesays

givingmehishand,myuberarrivesjustaswe

grossthestreettohiscar

“Babythat’smyuber”

“Mi,gotothecarIwillpayhim”hegivesmecar

keys

“HaveyouheardaboutananimalcalledNyao?”I

askstrappingherinherseatandsittingwithherat

theback



“No,thereisnoanimalwithanamelikethat”she

saysdoubtfully

“Thereis,doyouknowwhatitdoes?”sheshakes

herheadnoasherfatherclimbsinandstartsthe

car“Nyaoisnotaknownanimalcozhisworkisto

observechildrenwhohateshoesfromadistance,

heattacksthetoptenshoehater”herfatherturns

andlooksatmewithafrown“Ifachildmakeitto

Nyao’stoptenheeattheirfeetwhentheyare

sleepingorsometimeshesendshiswormsfriends

toeatthosebarefootifhestillfullofhistopten”her

eyesrightnow,sheunbucklesherseatandlook

downsearchingforsomething

“Babawherearemyshoes”sheasksinashaky

voice

“Idon’tknowangelyou’retheone……..”shecutsher

fathercrying

“IwantshoesnowbabaIdon’twanttomakeitto

Nyao’stopten”Goodgirl,herfathergivesmealook

throughthemirror



“BabyIthinkyouleftthemathome,youweren’t

wearing…….”Shewailsloud,okayIdidn’tthinkshe

wouldcry

“Khwezibona,sitontopofmeIwillcoveryourfeet,

Nyaowon’tseethembabawillstopbythemallso

wecanbuyyoushoes,rightbaba”helaughsand

nodaskhwezijumpsme,sheisactuallykneeling

ontopofme.

Whatwassupposedtobeshoebuyingendedup

beingmygroceryshoppingandKhwezi’spink

shopping,sheshouldbeanambassadorofpink,

sherefusedtobedroppedathomesoshecame

withushere,nowIjustfinishedbathingwithher

afterourdinner,thelittlemissuswentstraightto

bedafterbath

“Thanksformygrocerybaby”Isaythrowing

myselfnexttohimonthebed

“Idon’tknowwhyIgaveyouacardifyoudon’tuse

it”



“Iwasbusybaby,pleaserubmyfeet”Igivehimmy

feetandlieattheendofthebed

“Nolet’stalkmyheaven,Iwillrubyouafterwards”

what’shetalkingaboutmanjeIjustneedarub

“About?”helaughs

“Yousaidyouneededmetoclarifysomethings

aboutmyroyalty”ohyah!Mxmstupidme

“Whatdoesyoubeingofroyaltymean?What

exactlydoesitentailsandwhydidn’tyoutellme”

“FirstlyimreallysorryInevertoldyou,Iwasscared

youwouldn’twanttobepartofmybaggagecozI

reallydohavealotofbaggagesthandwasamibut

mebeingofroyaltymeansI’mgoingtobearegent

ifbothmyunclesdiesbeforethenextkingisborn

andofage

“Areyougoingtomarryaroyalprincess?”

“NoIdidthatanditdidn’tturnoutgreatsonoI’m

marryingonewomanonlyandthatwomanisthe

onewhosehandsI’mholdingrightnow.BabeI



don’tknowwhatyouknowbutIwantyoutoknow

andbelieveyou’remyforeverIdon’tcareabout

whatisexpectedofme”

“Whatisexpectedofyou?”

“Babyalotisexpectedofme,I’mtheonlysonof

KingMkhontoDlomoII,myfatherwasagreatman

buthedidn’twanttobeakingjustlikemesohe

rebelledonsomeoftherulesofbeingakingand

theworstonewaswhenherefusedtomarryaroyal

princess.Hemarriedtheloveofhislifeandhe

refusedtotakeanysecondroyalwifeandforthat

theentirefuturegenerationwascursedwiththe

seedofagirlchild.Noboychildhaseverbeenborn

inmyfamily,bothmyunclesKingzwelithiniDlomo

andKubekaDlomohavenoboychild.

GumedesaidIwasbornbychance,hesaidmy

fatherwasblessedwithme,theonlyboychild

becauseIwasmeanttorectifyhismistakes,he

saidonlymyseedcanbearaboychildsowhenmy



fatherpassedonthechieftaincywaspassedtomy

unclebuthewastoldheisjustaregentasthe

rightfulkingisnotyetborn.

Gumedesaidtherightfulkingwillcomefrommy

seedsoIwasarrangedtomarryZonkesincesheis

fromroyalty,Ididwhatwasexpectedofmebutthe

childcameoutababygirlshedivorcedandleftme

withmydaughteramonthaftershewasbornandI

neverbotheredtolookforhercozIneverlovedher,

Iwasjustgratefulthatshegavemeapricelessgift”

“WhatisGumedeinallthis?”

“Hisaseersthandwasamiheseesintothefuture

andhismyshield,rememberwhenhesaidIhada

spiritualsleepthatday”Inod“Hesaidthecurse

wasbrokenthatdaycozIhadjustplantedmyseed

inyouhencewewerelatersummonedtothevillage

coztwocowsdiedwhichconfirmedhissuspicions”

“SoyouknewfromthenthatIwaspregnant”



“YesbuttobehonestIwasn’tsure,Idon’treally

believeinspiritualbeingssosometimesIjustwait

toseeformyself”

“Whatifmychildisnotaboy,Imeanyouhadzonke

and….”

“Idon’tcareaboutthatandIbelievewehaveagirl

growinginhere,whichI’mveryhappyandgrateful

for”

“Butbabe….”Hecutsmeoff

“NobutsmyloveIdon’twanttoconfusemyselfany

further,Gumedehimselfthegreatseerisconfused

twocowsdiedwhichissomethingextraordinary,he

doesn’tknowwhatitmeanssountilhisclearofthat

canwenotconfuseourselvesmylove”

“Sangoyourbaggageistoomuch”

“Iknowmamabutpleasedon’tgiveuponme,help

mecarrythisloadIwon’tletyoudown”

“NoroyalwifeeverSango”hesmiles

“Theonlyqueenofmyheartisyou”hepecksme



HereallyisalsothekingofmyheartbutI’mnot

100%sureaboutusanymore,Ineedtoleavea

roomfordisappointmentandIneedtoworkhard

formybabyincasehisprincesscomesintothe

picturebutfornowIwillholdonandseehowthings

unfold

Wewentourseparatewaysinthemorningwhenwe

wenttowork,ItoldhimaboutthegoodwordIwas

askedtogiveinbyMr.Lehokohelaughedandtold

metogivehimhisnumbers.Ihavebeentrying

reallyhardtoforgetaboutthesiphosagabutIcan’t

getitoutofmymind,wheneverI’maloneIthink

aboutitandIcringethinkingofthethingshecould

havedonetome,hefooledme,hewasso

persistentaboutmefindingaplacetostaykantiall

alonghehadulteriormotives.Ihatemyselffor

beingsostupid,sonaïveandmostimportantlyfor

puttingmyselfindangerlikethat.

I’mwelcomedbyaverynicesmellinmyhouse



afterwork,thisguynolongerlivesathisplace

“Bunny”Ithrowmyselfonthecouch,heappears

fromthebedroomwithmyrobe.Thisguymara!

“Welcomehomemamamogirl,howwasyourday?”

hepecksmyshoulderandtakesmyshoesoff

“Justokay,whyareyouwearingmyrobe”helooks

likeagirl

“ImissedyousoIfiguredIwearsomethingthat

smellslikeyou”heistoomuch“Youhungry?I

cooked?”miraclesdohappen

“Youcancook?”

“Yesmama,youwanttoeatnow?”Inod“Ioutdid

myselflovepreparetobeblownaway”heyellsby

thekitchenashedishesforbothofus“Mi”he

handsmemyplateandImustsayitlooksquite

great

“SobabyIwas………”whatthehell,somuchsaltand

what’sthattastenkosiyamiwhatamIeating,who

liedtothismanandtoldhimhecancookandwhy



isheenjoyinghisplatesomuch“BabecanIhave

somewaterplease”Ilie,Ijustwantsomethingthat

willhelpmedownthissalty,sour,spicycurrywith

“Thereyougo,youweresaying?”hereallyis

enjoyinghisSSScurry,thewayit’ssosourmyears

areevenblocked

“ItalkedtomymanagerandhesaidIcanhavea

weekoffcozwedon’thavemuchworknowsoI

wasthinkingwedothisceremonyandgetdone

withit”hestopseatingandlooksatme

“Reallymylove?”Inod“Thankyoumama,Iwilltalk

tomyunclesandGumede,Iwillletyouknowwhen

wecanleave”

“Okaybaby,thefoodisnicebutyourgirlinhereis

cravingforfruitstoday”IlieIcan’tfinishthis

thunderoustastefulcurry

“Okayhandmemyphone”Igiveittohimandhe

takesmyplateanddiginaswell“letmecall

someonetobringmygirlsomefruits”



Afterourdinnerwellhisdinnercozhistheonewho

ateIjusthadfruits,weshoweredandnowwe

cuddling

“Mamamogirlwhydidyoulietomeaboutan

emergencyatyourbrother’s?”Ithoughtwedealt

withthat

“Ineededspaceafteryourmotherdroppedthe

wholeroyalboomonme”

“Soyouranagain?Whydoyoualwaysranwhenwe

hitarock?Whatdoyouwantmetothinkofyou?

Thatyourweak,youcan’tdealwithconflicts,

hmmm!”heaskscalm

“I’mreallysorrySango,Ihaveneverfoughtinmy

lifeeverythingwasalwayssolvedformebymy

brotherandfather,theymadeeverythingsosimple

forme,soIdon’tknowhowtodealwithconflicts

andconfrontations.Iwasalwaystoldtowalkaway

whenaconflictarisesoIguess…..”hecutsmeoff

“ItoldyoubeforeIcan’thaveaweakqueenmama,

killifyouhaveto,shoutmeifyouneedto,confront



medon’trun,Iwon’talwaysknowyoumadatmeif

youdon’tconfrontmeandIwillkeepdoingthe

samethingtohurtyoucozIdon’tknowithurtsyou”

Inod

“I’mreallysorrybabeIwilldobetterIpromise”I

assurehim

“Sosheistheonethattoldyou”ops!Mybigmouth

“Soyoucalledsiphoto….”

“Whatnobaby,hejustshowedupIdon’tknowhow

heknewIwasherealonebutIguessyourrighthe

wasstalkingmecozheknewalotofstaffIdidn’t

tellhim,heevenknewaboutihlawuloandInever

toldhimthatIjustdon’tknowhowImissedallthat

andmyplace,IonlytoldhimIwaslooking”

“Don’tworrymamaMthowilldealwithhim”

“How?Hewillcallthecopsonhim”

“Nobabylet’ssleep,Ihavetogoseemyannoying

uncletomorrowmorningbeforeheleavesaboutthe

ceremony,youknowthatmanistryingtogetboth



hiswivespregnanteversinceGumedeannounced

thatthecursewasbroken”

“Heapolygamist?”

“Yesmamabothmyunclesare,babaomdalahas

threewivesandbabaomucanehastwowivesandI

haveonewifeuyabona(yousee)it’saDlomothing

3-2-1”hisstupid

“Dlomothingmyfoot”

“Ngicelaisbunumamakengilale”(CanIhavepu*sy

soIcouldsleep)Goshlanguage

“JustforlanguageNo”

“Hau!MamaIjustwannaf*ckyoutosleep”ohboy

hisdirtytonguealwaysturnsmeonandheknowsit
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HisunclesandGumedewastednotime,they

wantedustodotheceremonystraightaway,Itook

asevendaysweekleaveatwork,myfatherwas

veryscepticalaboutthishewantedtosendmewith

someonesohetoldDinnytocomewithmebut

Sizwerefusedsaidhisqueenisheavilypregnant

andcan’ttravellongdistancesandauntyDeeisa

bignosoIliedtohimandtoldhimIwillgowith

Makatlywhototallyrefusedshesaidsheisnot

spendingawholeweekinthebundusmaybeifit

wasadaythingshewouldgo,sohereIamdriving

withamanIhatetodaycozIliedtomyfather

becauseofhim

“Youwantanything?”Ishakemyheadno,wejust

stoppedbythegarage,heleavesmeinthecarand

goestothestore,intenminuteshecomesback

withaplasticfullofgoodiesIopentheplasticand

indulgeinsomechips“Ithoughtyouwanted

nothing”hisintentionistopissmeoff



“Leavemealone”hechucklesashestartsthecar

drivingout,Idecidetopushmysitdownandsleep

mywaycozIreallyhatehimtoday,eventhis

brushingthinghisdoingonmytummyisnot

makingmehappy,Idon’tevenknowwhatheis

brushing,mytummyisnotthatbig,onewouldthink

I’mjustgainingweightI’mreallynotshowingfora4

monthspregnancy.

“Wakeupbuthumelo”JesuswhyamIbeingwoken

upbyabeast,whydoeshelooksomad

“Babywhat’swrong?”Iask

“Wakeup”hegetsoutofthecarandcomestoopen

forme,weareinthemiddleofnowhere

“Babywhatisgoingon”heopensthedooranddrag

medownthebushes

“Whyyoumadatme?”heasks

“BunnyI’msorrysthandwasamiIwasjustmadnje”

heisdraggingmethroughthebushes“Dinangwe

let’stalkaboutthis,Iwas……”hestopsmeandpins



meagainstthetree

“Iwannaf*ckthismadnessoutofyou”hepicksmy

onelegandhangitonthebranch

“Babywecan’t……..”Iweardressesalotlatelycoz

myjeansdon’tzipanymore,heswaymypantyto

thesideasheunzipshistrousersalreadyopening

myfolds“Sangonotherebabyyy,ahhhyeah”I’m

notcomfortablewiththisbuthisfingerisalready

soakedwithmywetnesscozit’shittingmygspot

perfectly

“HoldontodaddyokaymommyIneedtorelease

I’mjusttoo……..ohf*ck!”hejustrammedinmehard,

heservesdeepstrokesandhisbreathingagainst

myearsendmoistmessagesdowntown,hepicks

myotherlegandhangsitontheotherbranch,now

imtotallyexposedbothmyhandsareholdingthe

branches,histhumbrubsmycl*tashestrokesme

hard,hetakesleavesfromthetreeandcrashthem

withhishandthenheappliesthemonmycl*t



makingitcoarselymoist

“Oh!Sangoo!Righttherebaby”hethrustsdeeply,

everystrokeishitsmygspotprofuselyhefu*ksme

throughmyorgasmandhecumsjustafterme

groaninglikeabeast.Beforeheslideouthebrings

hisfaceclosertomine,histongueaskfor

permissioninmymouthbeforehedevoursmeina

breathtakingkiss.Hekneelsdownandsucksall

thejuicesinmeafterthekiss.

“Thatwaseroticallysweetmama,ngiyabonga,

(Thankyou)areyoustillmad”Idisagreewithmy

head“Ididn’tthinkso”hehelpsmedownandtakes

hisvesttocleanusup“Thisoneistoowet,Iwill

washitforyou”histakingmypantyoffandputting

itinhispocket“Canwewalk?”Ishakemyheadno,

hescoopsmeaswewalkbacktothecar“Wecan’t

talkeither”Ilaugh

“Leavemealonesango,whywouldyoudothatto

meinthemiddleofnowhere?”Isulk

“Akeremybabywasn’ttalkingtome,Icouldn’thave



youmeetingmyfamilyangryatmefornoreason

soI……….”andthenthisone

“Makotibushsexisnotgoodforpregnantwomen,

youwillbirthsnakesI’mtellingyou”hehootsand

leavesusshocked,goshI’msoembarrassed

“Babydidheseethat?”Iaskashestrapsmybelt

“Idon’tknowandIdon’tcarehewishestobeme”

hepecksmylipsanddrives

“Eish!Idon’tknowhowI’mgoingtolookathim”

“Don’tworryabouthim,mymomwillkeephim

busy”

“Whyishetheonlyonecomingwithyou?”

“Hisfamilybaby”

“How?”helaughs

“Mthoismycousinhismotherandmyfatherwere

siblings,myfathercomesfromafamilyoffour,my

twounclesandmylateauntwhoisMtho’smom”

“Oh!Ididn’tknow”



“Youdon’tknowalotbuthopefullyeverythingwill

becleartoyouthisweekend”hekissesmyhand

“Babypleasedomeafavourwhenwearriveat

home,becarefulofmymother”

“Shewouldharmme?”Ihavetoask

“Notphysicallybutemotionallyshemightsay

hurtfulthings,keepawayfromherpleaseanddon’t

backchatwithher”

“Sangoyou’rescaringme”

“Momis,Idon’tknowhowtodescribeit,eversince

myfatherdiedshechangedsheisbitterasf*ck,

shesayshurtfulthingstoallofus,theonlypeople

sheisnicetoarehergrandchildren”sigh“SoIjust

don’twantherupsettingyou,rememberthedoctor

saidweshouldavoidstress”Inod“Good,andI

don’ttrustthissuddenchangeofheartshehas

towardsyou,sopleasebaby”DearLordwhathaveI

donetomysimplelife,Ihadagreatlifenotthis

nonsenseofbeingcautiousagainstfamily.

“Whataboutyoursisters?”



“Thoseareangels,theywilltakecareofyoudon’t

worryaboutthem,theyareveryexcitedtofinally

meetyou”Atleastnotallofthemhatesme

“Theystaywithyourmom?”helaughs

“Noonecanstaywithmymom,theyareallmarried

exceptthetwoyoungestbutthosetwoalsostay

withLuthando,myeldestsister”Inod“Don’tworry

mama”I’mworriedashellbutIwilltrustthisman

Wefinallyarrivedinhisvillage,theplaceisquite

ruralbutit’ssofullofnatureeverythingisperfect,

themountains,trees,Greenlandandthewind,it

breezessmoothlyagainsttheskin.Thehousesare

quitebig,Iexpectedsmallhousesbutnahby

lookingatthehousesyoucantellthatthevillagers

arewelltakencareoff.Isqueezehishandtightas

heopensthedoorbutKhweziopensthedoor

beforehimandjumpsonhim

“Imissedyoubaba”shesaysqueezingherhands

aroundherfather’sneck



“It’sonlybeenaweekangelyouwerewithmelast

week”truetheywereinjhb

“Mxm!Putmedownke,mamamogirlcanIgeta

hugprettyplease”Ilaugh

“OfcoursebabybutI’mnotpickingyouup”Ikneel

andhugher

“Youowemeshoppingremember”

“Willgonexttimewhenyou’reinjhb”

“No,Idon’twantthatanymoreyoucanpaybydoing

atinytinylittleminismall…….”Herfathercutsher

off

“NoKhwezisheisnotdoinganything,let’sgowhere

iseveryone?”hesaypullingmyhand

“Hau!Babakakweziprettyplease”theprincessis

begging

Helaughs“Stillnokhwezi”

“Mxm!You’renolongermyfather”shesaysasshe

givesherfatheramurderouslookandrunsdown

thepassage



Wecometoahugediningtablefullofpeoplewho

looklikeSangomostlyinfemaleform,theonly

malesareMtho,uncleK,andtheonewithalook

thattellsmeheistheking

“BoDlomo”Sangosaypullingmetowardstheking,

I’mnotevengoingtogreetI’mtoonervous

“Mkhabela,Dinagwe”onlythekinggreethimback

“ThisisButhumeloMotaung,youdaughterinlaw

Babaomdala”goshIdon’tknowwhattodo,Idon’t

knowiftheAzwindinisituationhastohappenwhere

Ilieonthefloorandgo‘ndahbafuwi’.Insteadthe

kingstandsandholdsthetopofmyhead

“Mamtaunghlalaphansindodakaziyamieduze

kwami,siyakwamkelakwaDlomo”(Sitdownmy

daughternexttome,wewelcomeyoutotheDlomo

homestead)

“HaithisoneismineZweyounottakingheralso”

Sangosayspullingmetowardemptychairsas

everyonelaughs



“ShewasneveryoursVula”hismomsay

“Hai!MaaIwascloseZweknowsittoo”Hedefends,

IwishIknewwhattheyaretalkingabout

“Aren’tyougoingtointroduceus?”oneofthe

femaleVulaversionsasks

“BecauseofyourbigmouthI’mnotgoingto

introduceyou,Sthandwasamithat’skingZwe,

unclek,butternut”thetableeruptsatMthobeing

referredtoasbutternut“Luthando,Luyanda,

SbongumusaandSbonguthandothosearemy

eldestsisters,thenwehavevampirethere”they

laughagain

“Uzonyavulamasangocallingmeavampire”(You

willshityourself)hismomsayreprimandinghim

“Askiesgogo,nexttogogowehaveKhanyaokuhle

andKhanyisileanothersetoftwinsbaby,myfather

wasabusyman”

“Hai!WenaVula”thekingreprimandaspeople

laugh



“Hau!askiesMkhulu,lastlywehaveBuhlebendalo

andNkanyezi”theyaretheyoungones“And

everyonethisisMrs.meneah!”mxm!Mrs.memy

foot

“Makotiniceseeingyouagain,unfortunatelyIhave

togobutIwillhavelunchwithyoualltomorrow”

Unlceksaysstandingup

“Hau!What’stherushKubeka”Ndlovukaziasks

“HistryingtoknockNokubongaupndlovukazi”

UncleZwesays

“Hau!MalumeyoushouldhaveaskedVulahe

scoredonthefirstdate”MthosaysandIfeellike

disappearing

“Ngempela?ComeseemetomorrowDlomoIreally

needsometips,andwenawhyyousitting?”Unclek

askstheking

“MakotiIwillseeyoutomorrowalso,Iforgotthis

onewantsmetobreastfeedhim,Ndlovukaziwill

walkyouthroughtheprocessoftomorrow’s



ceremony,Vulalet’sgo”Isqueezehishandhard

underthetable

“ZwecanIpass…….”UncleKcutshimoff

“Vula,yourgirlfriendisnotgoinganywhere,Ihavea

wifetorushtonami”

“Kumelesishiseimpephovula,(wehavetoburnthe

incense)itwon’ttakelongyouwillfindusinthe

hut”thekingsaysandwalksoutfollowedbyMtho

anduncleK

“Willyoubeokay,Iwon’ttakelong”heistalkingto

mebutthistableistooquiteit’sliketheywantto

hearus

“YesIwillbefine,go”I’mlying

“YouheardhershewillbefineVulamasangoand

I’mhere”hismominterrupts,hesighsandpecks

myshoulder

“Ngiyezasthandwasami(I’mcomingmylove)”I

nod“Khanya,Khanyi,MusaandThandoyouknow

whatIdotobigmouthsright”hethreatensthe

twinsasheleavestheymostlyreplywithmxm!



“Noma!!!Bringthefood”Ndlovukaziyells“Youeat

everythingrightMaDlomo?”……“BoitumeloI’m

talkingtoyou”GoshI’mnotusedtothis‘MaDlomo’

nameIthoughtsheistalkingtooneofher

daughters

“Yes,yesI’mnotallergictoanything”

“Good,andninawhat’swrongwithyouall”Ialso

wanttoknowtheyaretooquiet

“Idon’tlikeher”theeldestsaywithapinchednose

“Metoo,Ijustdidn’twanttobethefirstonetosay

it”Luyandaadds

“Isthatall”LuthandoandLuyandanods“Wellsheis

notyourstolikedearQueenssokeepyourfeelings

foryouruselesskingsokay,let’seatsoyoucanall

leavemyhouse”Ndlovukazisaysasshedigsin,the

tensioninthistableisquitethick,youcantellthere

isbadbloodbetweenthemotheranddaughters.

“Noma!!!”sheshoutsagain,nomaappearswithher

headboweddown“Didyoufeedmygrandchildren?”



“YeboNdlovukazi”sheanswersstilllookingdown

“Youcanallretiretoyourchamberstheseuseless

royalqueenswillwashthedishesandthechildren

beforetheyleave”NdlovukazisaysandNoma

thanksherasshequicklyleaves

Idon’tknowwhatisgoingonherebutthisisbad,

quitebadIknowmymomdiedwhenIwas14but

thisisnothowamother’sloveissupposedtobe

butthenagainI’mgratefulI’mnottheonebeing

firedat.Thefoodisverydeliciousbutthistension

makesithardtoenjoy.

“Mamamogirl”sheshoutsmynamecomingdown

thepassagewithabunchofkids,somearestill

holdingtheirplates,weallturnoutattentiontothem

“GuysthisismymotherkeItoldyouallIhavea

mothertoo”shesaysputtingherhandsonhertiny

littlewaistwithattitude

“Isittruegogo?”theeldestboyasks

“Yebobabythisismamakakwezi”Ndlovukazisays



“Andwherewereyou?Khwezicriedforyouevery

day”hedirectstome

“IwasatworkbabybutI’mbacknowandI’mnot

leavingKhwezieveragain”Ilie

“GoodcozIwouldkillyouifyoumakehercry

again”forthefirsttimewealllaugh,genuinely

laughnohiddenagendabutwesimplylaugh,Ihave

justbeenthreatenedbyaboywhomIthinkIam

twodecadesandcoupleofyearsolderthanhim

“Howoldishe?”IaskNdlovukazi

“Hiseleven,hismyeldestandyourmotherinlaw’s

eldestgrandchild”Luthandoanswers,Inodsmiling

“Doyouhaveanychildren?”

“NonotyetImean”shesmiles

“Andthengogo,whyyousmilinglikethat?”she

askshermother

“Iforgothowitfeltliketolaughwithmykids,just

mykids,noroyalqueensbanibanijustmeandmy

kids,youcanallstaythenightbutyourstillcleaning

myhouse”shesaysstandingup



“ReallyMaa?”Nkanyezi

“Yebongcino,don’tyouwanttosleepwithMaa”

everyoneisshocked

“Iwouldloveto”shesaysalsostandingup

“Sitdownwena,youandbuhlearewashingthe

dishesyouwilljoinMaawhenyou’redone”

Luthando

“Luthandodon’tslavemychildren,MaDlomosleep

tightKhweziorganisedaroomforyouandyournot

sleepingwith‘Sango’”shemimicksmyvoiceonthe

‘sango’partandeveryonelaughsasshedisappears

“Whyisshesojollyallofasudden?”theotherset

oftwinasks

“Iguesstheglacierheartismelting”Luthandosays

“WedoneeatingMaDlomoyoucangowashthe

dishes”sheislookingatme,Ireallydon’tknow

whatherproblemisbutI’mwashingnodishes“I’m

talkingtoyou,konjeubaniigama?”(What’syour

nameagain)

“Buthumelo”luyandareplies



“BOITUMELO”Icorrectloudly

“Ohwhatever,listenkeButumelo,yournoprincess

justacommonersoasyoursuperiorI’mordering

youtogocleanmymother’skitchen”Luthando

shoots,shealsomurderedmyname,Iwonderif

shediditdeliberatelyorifitwasamistake,hmk!

Shedoesn’tknowmethisoneI’mnotgoingto

entertainher,Itakemyphonefrommypacketand

dialher

‘Mamamogirl’sheanswers

‘MamamogirlistiredcomefetchmebabysoIcan

sleep’shereplieswithokayanddropsthecall

“Thisstinkingattitudeofyourswon’twork,I’mthe

oldestinthishousewhenIorderyoutodo

somethingyoushould……”Khwezicut’sherasshe

emergesfromthecorner

“Let’sgomamamogirl”Ileavethemonthetable

shocked,theydon’tbelieveIrefusedanorderfrom

mysocalled‘superior’,IthinkSangowaswrongI

havetolookoutforhissisters,theyareallbitches

andIhateallofthemtheyalllookedatmelikea



rottensmellyrat

“Mamamogirlinhere”Ididn’tevenrealiseweby

theentrance

“You’resleepingwithme?”shenods“Eishbaby

Sangoleftmybaginthecar,whatamIgoingto

wear?Ialsowanttobath”

“Wecanaskgogo,shewillborrowyouhernight

dress”Ilaugh,Ican’tevenpicturemyselfwearing

hershirt

“Don’tworrybabyIwillwaitforSango”shetellsme

sheiscomingsheisgoingtosayhergoodnightto

gogo,infiveminutesshecomesbackwithher

grandmother,thiswomanstillgivesmecreepsI’m

notcomfortablewithher

“Khwezitellsmeyouhavenothingtowear”Igive

heralookandshehidesherfacegiggling“Mi,the

towelandtoothbrusharestillnew,gogetyour

toiletrieswenayousaidyouwillborrowheryours”

sherunsoutoftheroom



“Thankyou”Isaytakingthem

“Hewon’tcomebacknow,hisunclesaregrilling

himwiththingsfortomorrow”InodjustasKhwezi

comesinagain“Iwillgolookforsomethingyou

canwearinmywardrobe”sheleavesandiexhale

audibly,Khwezilaughs

“Youscaredofmygogo”Ilaugh

“Yah”sheistakingherclothesofftoo

“Sheisnotmean,comelet’sgobath”thisoneisher

father’sdaughterthedraggingofhandandnot

waitingforareplyshehasherfather’sgenes

AfterourbathIfoundabeautifuloldnightyontop

ofthebed,it’soneofthoseoldnightdressesthatsit

belowyourleg,youknowthosethatusedtodrive

ourfatherscrazy

“Whereisyourpantymamamogirl?”Geezthiskid,

howaboutit’sinyourfather’spocketbutIkindof

knewthisquestionwascoming,shewasstaringat

mewhenItookoffmyclothes



“Idon’thavethembaby”Ilie

“Askiesneah!Iwilltellmyfathertobuythemfor

you”mxm!“Comesithere,Iwanttoplaityourhair”

shemakesmesitdownwhileshedoeswhateveron

myhead

“Doyouwantastyle?”

“Anythingyoucandowillbefine”Iwanttogetthis

overanddonewith

“Don’tworryI’mgoingtomakeyoubeautifullike

me”Ihopesheknowswhatsheisdoingthispain

I’mfeelingcan’tbeformahala,shetalkstoomuch

sometimesIjustgo‘mmmm’tosomeofher

questions,afterwhatfeltlikeforeversheisfinally

done“Wowyoulookbeautiful,yougoingtogeta

boyfriend”Ilaugh,shewrapsmyheadwithapink

doekthatlookslikeher

“Whatdoyouknowaboutboyfriend?”shegiggles

hidingherfaceasweclimbthebed

“Ihavefourboyfriends”myman’slittlehoebathong!



“FourKhwezi?”Iask

“What?TheysayI’mtheirgirlfriendallofthemand

theyareallmyboyfriendstoo”asixyearoldplayer

“Andwhatdoyoudowithyourboyfriends”I

investigate,phelayouneverknowwiththiskidswe

needtomakesure

“Nothing,weallplaytogether”ThankGod

“Okay,let’ssleepbabygoodnight”

“Goodnightmama”shesaysandwrapsherself

aroundme,Iignorethe‘mama’,don’tknowifit’sa

goodideacozhermotherlookedlikesheiscoming

backandwhenshedoesIdon’twanttobecaught

inthegrossfirebutI’mgladshelovesmeand

regardsmeasamother.

ThedooropensjustasI’mdriftingtosleepandin

walkstheexhaustedVulawithourbags,hecome

straighttomysideandkneelsbeforeme

“I’msorrymamaItooklong”hepecksmylips“You

smelllikeKhwezi”



“Sheborrowedmehertoiletries”helaughsand

pecksmylipsagain

“LetmetakeaquickshowerIwillberightback”I

nod,hedisappearstothebathroomstrippinghis

clothesleavingthemonthefloor,wealwaysfight

aboutthatbutnowI’mtootiredIjustwanthimto

finishupandleavesoIcansleepplusthe

ceremonyisgoingtobeinthemorningsoIneed

mybeautysleep,hecomesbackafter5minutes,he

reallytookaquickshower

“Donealready”

“Yeah,makespaceformekhweziwillgotheside”

ishecrazy

“Sangoyou’renotsleepingwithme,yourmother

said….”Hecutsme

“Movewoman”hepicksKweziandmoveherabit

thenhegetsinbetween,sigh!ThemanI’mdating“I

can’tsleepinthatcoldbedalonenotwhileyou’re

here”hesayspullingmeclosertohim“Thekingis

evenawake,maybeIshouldmovekhwe…….”

“Hai!Nonothappening,hau!”helaughsandkisses



myforehead

“Goodnightmamamogirl,Iloveyouneah!

Ngiyasifelangawebaby”Ilaughandpeckhisnose

“GoodnightDlomowami,keyaoratalenna

Dinangwe”(Iloveyoutoo)

Iwatchhimdrifttosleep,IwonderhowI’mgoingto

lastthewholeweekwithsatanicsisterinlaws,I

reallydidn’texpectthemtobesocruel,heasked

metostrongupforusandthisismebeingstrong,I

won’ttellhimabouthissistersIwillfightthisone

aloneIjusthopehismomisalsonotpretendingI

reallycan’ttakeanymorehatredfromhisfamily.
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“MaDlomovuka”sheisshakingmewhyisshe

wakingmeupsoearlymara,Ihopesheisgoingto

teachmewitchcraft,thatskillisveryuseful

especiallythebroompart,Icanseemyselfbeing

THEFIRSTBLACKSOUTHAFRICANWOMANTO

INVENTBROOMTRANSPORT,Icanevenseethe

headlinesalready‘It’squickerthananaeroplane’

‘Muchsafer,noaccidentencountered’‘And

definitelymuchcheaper,nopetrolneeded’

“Maa”I’myawning“Whatiswrong?”

“Nothingiswrong,let’sgoeatsowecanstartwe

havetodothisbeforethesunrises”hai!Iguess

therewon’tbenowitchcraftlessonstoday,Idrag

myselfoffthebedandthereisonlyKhwezionthe

bed,IevenforgotSangowashere,whyisshe

staringatmelikethat“Justbrushyourteeth

MaDlomo,thereisnousebathingnowtheygoingto

smeardungonyouanddon’tchangethatnightieits

fine”shesayssittingonthebed

“Dungasinmanure?”shelaughsandnod“Ohmy



God,where?Onmylegs?”shelaughsoutloud,that

thingstinksIcan’timagenmyfragilesoftteddy

bearbananaskincoveredincattlewaste

“Everywhere,hurryuplet’sgo”Iquicklywashmy

mouthandfollowherout“Thisthingmakesyou

looklikeKhwezi”shetakesmydoekoffandfreezes

“You……who……nevermind”sheislookingatmy

facefunnilyaswewalktothekitchen“SithereI

madesoftporridge”Iobligeanddoastold,she

fixesusatrayoftwohotbowlsofporridge,sugar,

milkandbutter.Weeatinsilencebutsheisstill

staringatme“I’msorry,youremindmeofmyself

whenIwaspregnantwithyourSango,Iwasn’t

showingatalljustlikeyoubutyoh!OnedayIjust

wokeuptoahugestomachandthat’swhenmy

extremecravingsstarted,doyouhaveany

cravings?”

“NotreallybutIlikeicecreamalotlately”

“Whenyouturn6months,remindmetosendyou

myspecialteaitwillhelpwiththecravingsyou’re



goingtobeworse”Inod.Vulawalksinbarechestin

shortsandrunningshoes

“Morningmybeauti…….”What’swrongwithhim,he

justfroze“Babewhathappenedtoyou?”me

“Huh”hisstilllookingatmelikeaghost

“Vulamasangoleaveusaloneplease”hismomsay

hidingherlaughterwithabowl

“Isityoumaa,youdidthistoher?”heasks

“What,neverIthinkitwasKhwezi”hismom

answers,whataretheytalkingabout.Justthen

Mthowalksinalsorunning

“Sanibona…..Yoh!Makotiwhoelectrocutedyou?

Youlooklikeahaunteddog,whatisitcalled,satan

style?”whatarethispeopletalkingabout

“Didyouperhapslookyourselfinthemirror”Inod

“Andyoulikedyourhairstyle?”whathairstyleIwas

wearingKhwezi’sdoekwhenIbrushedmyteeth,I

guessheseesmyconfusionashepullsmeinfront

ofglassyfridge,JesusIlooklikeawoodenmic



contest

“Maaa”Iexclaim,shejustlaughswithMtho“Jooo!

BabyI’mgoingtokillKhwezi”helaughs

“EatIwillhelpyoutakeitoff”Idrinkmyporridgeas

heunrollsthepinkthreadonmyhead,Mthopours

himselfsomeporridgetooandsitsdownandjust

thenKhweziwalksin

“HauAngelwhyyouupsoearly?”herfatherasks

“IdreamedNyaoeatingmyfeetbabaanditwas

veryscary,babawhyareyouundoingmama

mogirl’shair,shewasverybeautiful”mxmbeautiful

myfoot,IlookedlikeSid’sgrannyfromiceage

“ImeanttoaskaboutNyao”hergrandmothersay

scoopinghermakinghersitonherlabasshefeeds

her

“Let’stalkaboutsomethingelsepleasegogo,Idon’t

wanttothinkaboutNyao”Khweziinterrupts“My

Guywestillgoingshoppingtoday?”shedirectsthe

questiontoMthoandhenodsdrinkinghisporridge



“Good,Ineedtobuymamamogirlpanties,she

doesn’thaveanypantysheisnotwearingitright

now”MthoandNdlovukazi’slaughterdeathmyears,

Ican’tbelievethischildIfeellikedisappearingand

notcomingback

“Really?That’ssomethingtoknowisitbafo?”Mtho

askslaughing“Ithinkweshouldbuyhergstring,

whatdoyouthink?”heasksKhwezi

“Idon’tknow,mamamogirldolikegstring?”Ithin

myeyesather“What’swrongyoudon’tknowg

string?”I’mnotgoingtoanswerthisgirlandIcan

feelthisoneundoingmyhairisinstitchesof

laughter

“Mygirlwedefinitelybuyinghergstringsneah”

MthoreassuresstilllaughingmxmIhateKhwezi

rightnow,IexcusemyselftogoputapantyonI

don’twantthepersonwhoisgoingtosmearthat

smellythingonmetoseemynakedness.Sango

laughswhenIdisappearIguesshewasholdinghis

laughter



Ndlovukaziwalkedmetoahutbythegatewhere

wefoundtwoolderwomen,shegreetedthemand

directedmetositdownonthefloor,wewaitedabit

insilenceuntilweheardloudclanpraisesIwastold

tostandandthenthekingwalkedinpraisinghis

clannamesagainwithabucketfullofkaka(Dung)

gosh!Itsmelledfromadistance,I’mtakingthisto

thegrave,nooneisevergoingtoknowIwasonce

smearedwithkaka.Heputthebucketinfrontofme

andrecitedhisclan’snametouchingmystomach.

Mkhabela,

Dinangwe,

Bhelesi,Khweba,

Malalanomunweendunu,

AvukeancindeakhwifeeMpumalanga,

AbuyeancindeakhwifeeNtshonalanga,

Sikhabaesingangenkomo!

Gumedecameinwithabucketofwaterandumsila

wesilwane(tailofananimal),hemumbledthingsto



thetailandgroanedwhileatitthenhestarted

puttingthetailinthebucketandsprinklingthe

wateronboththekingandIuntiltherewasno

waterleft,afterthattheybothdepartedthehutand

thewomenstartedapplyingkakaonme,gosh!I

needabathofAriel,Vanish,Mag,Omo,Surfall

washingpowdersafterthis.Whentheyweredone

theywashedtheirhandsandIwascoveredan

animalskinblanketandescortedtothebackofthe

house.Westoodthereuntiltheshitdriedonme

“It’sover,let’sgobath”Ndlovukazigivesmeher

handaswewalkbacktothehutwherethereisnow

abathfullofjustwater

“Whereisthesoap”Iasktakingofftheblanket,her

companionslaugh

“ThereisnosoapMaDlomo,youneedtobaththis

onlywithwaterthenyoucangobathwithyour

soapsinthehouse”Inodtakingmysoaplessbath,

whenimdoneshegivesmemynightietowear

backthentheytellmetogoscatterthewaterinside



thekraal,thekraalisquitefarandimnotusedto

carryingwaterthethreeofthemarejustwalking

besidemenotevenhelpingwiththecarrying,Iput

thetwentylitrebucketdownandbreath,Ihopeim

notmakinganymistakethisshitisheavy

“Youdon’tgotoaspringwhereyoucomefrom”one

ofthewomenasks,Ishakemyheadnotheyall

laugh

“Wenotallowedtohelpyou,wenotpunishingyou”

Ndlovukaziinformsme,Inod,I’mtootiredtospeak,

I’makasigirlthereisnospringfetchingwater

businesswhereIcomefrom,thefarthesttapinmy

yardistheonebythedoor,Ihavetapsinthehouse

soI’mnotfeelingthis,thisispuretorturetome,I

finallygainmystrengthbackandpickthebucket

onceagain“Maybeyoushouldputitonyourheadit

willbemucheasierthatway”isshecrazy?She

wantstobreakmybeautifulneck.

Aftertwomorebreakswefinallyreachedthekraal



andIthrewthewaterrightin,thewomenlaughedat

mewhenIsatdowncatchingmybreath,Ndlovukazi

calledoneoftheboyswhowerebythekraaltogive

mewaterIgulpeditdownlikesomeonewhowalked

50milesonthedessert

“Wedone,youcangohaveyoursoothingbathand

sleep,noonewillbotheryou”shesayshelpingme

upaswewalkbacktothehouse,Iwishmybroom

inventionwasoperatingnowsoIcanflybackit

reallyisalongdistance

“Whyaretheresomanybighousesinthisyard”

therereallyarebigscatteredhousesinthisyard

“ThisistheDlomokingdomestate,allDlomo’s

resideshere,thereatthecentre”shepointsatthe

biggesthouseamongstthem“Istheroyalhouse,

wherethecurrentkinglivesandthere”shepoints

anotherhouse“IsZwelithini’shouse,whenhe

dethronesthechairhewillmovebacktohishouse,

ontheleftisKubeka’shouseandthedistanced



rondavelyouseearetheancestorshouses”theyall

laugh“What,thosepeoplearedeadMaNkosi,Idon’t

understandwhythismeninsistonkeepingthose

uglyhousestheydon’tdojusticetothisland”they

alllaughagain

“WhenisVulamasangobuildingmakoti?”oneofthe

womenaskme,Ilookatherconfused,shepointsa

hugespaceontheright“That’shisspacehis

supposedtohavebuilthishousealongtimeago”

hismomstartcomplainingabouthowVulais

inconsiderate,Ipickedfromthetheirconversation

thatMaNkosiisZwe’seldestwifeandtheother

womanisNokubonga,Kubeka’seldestwife.When

wereachedthehousethereisnowalotofpeople

movingaboutaroundthehouse,Ifeelalotofstares

aswewalkbacktothehouse.Ithankmy‘kaka

mates’beforedisappearingtotheroomwhereIfilla

bathwithwaterandsoakmysmellyselfin.

~I’minsideawaterfallandthewaterishittingmy



skinsosmoothly,therearegigglesaroundmeIsee

Khweziwithtwohugewildlions,Irushoutofthe

water“Khwezirun”Ishout,sherunstowardsme

andthelionsfollowher,Iscoopherandrunbackto

thewaterbuttheygetinwithus.I’mcringingas

theystartlinkingus“Mamatheyarenotgoingto

eatus”shesaysuntanglingherselffrommygrip

playingwiththelions“NoKhwezi”Ishout,shesits

onmylabontopofahilldownthewaterfallandthe

lionsaresittingonoursidebothlinkingme,Iwant

torunbutthereisnowheretogo,infrontusthereis

nolongerlandit’sjustendlesswaterandbehindis

ahillwherethewaterfalls~

“Babywakeup,youscaringmenow,BUTHUMELO

MAAN”Hesnaps“Baby”hisclappingmycheeks

“Sangokeeng”(Whatisit)Iaskannoyed,heheaves

asigh

“Youscaredtheshitoutofme,youweren’twaking

up,whatdidIsayaboutbaths”Ifeellikerollingmy

eyes,hescoopsmeoutofthewaterwithatowelin



hishandandthrowsmeonthebed“Ihateitwhen

youdon’tlistentome,Itoldyoutostoptaking

bathswhenI’mnotaround”wefightalotaboutmy

bathslatelycozIalwaysendupsleepingwhen

takingabath

“I’msorrybaby,Ijustneededsomethingtocleanse

thatkaka”hesmilesapplyinglotiononme

“Hmmmmyoustillstinkmybaby”Igivehimalook

“Sorrymama”

“Youlookuglybytheway”heisinoveralls

“You’relying,youshouldhaveseenthevillagegirls

oglingme”hesaysmakingmewearmypanty,he

stopsjustbelowmycookie“Mamayaziyourcold,

letmewarmyouupabit”hetriestopullmypanty

downbutIstophim

“SangoNo,wenothavingsexinyourmother’s

house,doyouknowhowembarrassedIwaswhen

shesawyourcellphoneandcarkeysinthe

morning?”helaughs

“SoI’mnotgettinganythewholeweek?”Inod“Nxa!

Uyadakwangizokudlangekani”(Yourdrunk,Iwill



eatitbyforce)webothlaugh,hehelpsmeweara

dressandputshiscoatonmeapparentlyI’mcold,

mxm!Vula’sdrama!

Wewalktothelivingroomholdinghands,Iyankmy

handoffhiswhenIrealisewejustwalkedintoa

fulltableofyesterday’sfacesandmore

“Sanibonani”IsaysittingnexttoVula,theymostly

replywellexceptmysatanicsisterinlaws

“Basotho’sanddefyingweather,youshouldhave

wornablanketit’syourthingwewouldunderstand”

Luthandosaysandalltheyoungoneslaugh

“MaKhoza,don’tdaredisrespectmengalayondlela”

Sangoreprimandwithasternvoiceandthe

laughterdiesimmediately

“Makotiwenawhyyouwearingacoat,didyou

catchflu”hismomaskandIshakemyhead

“Sheisverycoldshewassleepinginthewater”

Sangoanswersalreadyeating,thismaneatsalot

shame



“Sleepinginwater?”Gumedeaskswithafrown,

vulanodsmurderingchickenbones,thisonewill

embarrassyouinarestaurant“HOW?”heaskswith

araisedvoiceandeveryoneturnstheirattentionto

him

“HowdoesonesleepinwaterGumede,shewasjust

asleep,Noma!”heyellssomeone,shequickly

appearsbehindus“CanIhavesomemorechicken

pleasesisi?”Nomanodsanddisappears

“Vulamasango,thisisveryserious,howdoesshe

sleepinwaterandhowmanytimeshasthis

happened”thekingasks

“Hai!Babaaskheryourself,shejustsleepsIdon’t

knowhowtoexplainit”hesaystakingmychicken

now,Ithinknomaistakingtoolongforhim

“Makotiisitnormalsleeporisitjustrelaxingkind

ofsleep?”Gumedeinvestigate

“Iguessit’snormalcozIhavedreamswhen

sleeping”

“Whatkindofdreams?”Gumede



“Well,Idon’tknowweirdIguess,todayIdreamedof

Khweziandtwohugedogs”

“WHAT?”allthemanonthetableexclaimeventhe

oneeatingliketheworldisendingnexttome

“Whatkindofdogsmylove,whydidn’tyoutellme?”

Sangoaskswithafrownnexttome

“Ididn’tthinkit’simportantitwasjustadream”now

I’mbeginningtoworry

“Whatkindofdogs?”heasksagain

“Hugewilddogs”

“Bhubesi”Ilookathimconfused“Lions?”ohyahit

waslionsnotdogsIforgot

“Yes”thetablebecomequiteinstantly

“UyabonawenaVulamasangoyou’regoingtobe

thedeathofthisfamily,howcanthishappenunder

yournoseandyoudon’tinformus”thekingasks

pissed

“Ididn’tknow,shedidn’ttellmeaboutthedreams”

“Youshouldhaveknownwhenshestartssleeping



inwater,howmanytimeshasshesleptinwater?”

Gumedeasksalsonotpleased

“AlotoftimesIjustthoughtitwaspregnancy”Vula,

hehasstoppedeatinghelooksdeepinthoughts

“Wehavetorepeatthesamethingtomorrow,we

onlyhonouredonechildandtherearetwoofthem”

thekingsaystoGumede

“IknowbutIstillonlyseeonechildIreallydon’t

knowwhatisgoingon,firsttwobullsnowtwo

lions”hegroansheavily“I’mgoingstraighttothe

mountainstomorrowafterthesecondceremony,I

reallyreallydon’tunderstandwhatishappening

here,ImeanBhubesidoesn’tchoosejustanyone”

Gumede

“Doyouthinkit’sthereturnoftheroyalseer?”

Kubekaask,atleastI’mnottheonlyonelostallthis

peopleonthistableareasconfusedasIam

“Aroyalseercanneverbebornoutofwedlockand

ifit’shisreturnwearegoingtohavetomarryheras

intomorrow”theking,IhopeI’mnottheonegetting

marriedtomorrowcozIhaveplansformyweddingI



havetoascendfromtheskylikeSomgagaonidols

finaleonmywedding

“Vulamasangodon’tleavebeforeIcomeback”

Gumedecommands

“Howlongisthatgoingtobe,yousometimestake

foreverinthosemountainswehavetogotowork

on…..”heinterjectshim

“Bothofyoushouldnotleavethispremisesuntilhis

back,evenifittakesyearsVulamasango”theking

shootsannoyedashestandsupfollowedbythe

GumedeandKubeka“Hei!nina,blackandwhite

nihlaleleni?”(Whyyousittingdown)heaskslooking

atMthoandVula,theybothstandupfollowinghim

out.

Thispeoplearereallycrazy,thereisonlyonebaby

inherepeterconfirmeditandIsawthescansoI

don’tfeelthisrepeatof‘kakashit’Ihavetodocoz

I’msureI’mhavingoneprincess/princebutVula

begsmetodoithesaidhewilldoanythingIask

afterthatandI’mgoingtoholdhimtothat



AndasforGumedeIdon’tknowabouthimtaking

yearstocomebackbutI’mnotlosingmyjobso

comeSundayI’mleavingthat’sthelatestimgiving

him.Vula’sfamilyistoomuchthereistoomuch

cultureandtraditiongoingonhereitevenconfuses

themtooandthisreturnoftheroyalseerthey

talkingaboutIhopeithasnothingtodowithmy

baby,Iwantnohauntedchildmina,imagenadlodzi

babywhenshecriesshegroansandshakeslike

Gumedeandwhenyouplaywithhershegoes

‘Shiyavumamama’,‘makhoshimama’inababy’s

voiceoh!a.aandizibafo,never

Askieingbomtase,Ididn'tdisappearIwasdataless,

Iwouldn'tdothattoyou'll.Ifanyonefeeltheywant

tosponsorinserts,kindlysendyoumtnvoucheron

thenumberaboveandyourname,orinboxadmin

forVodacomnumberBUTnooneisforcedto

sponsorinserts.Thankyoubomtase
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ThismancamebacktobedverylatelastnightI

wastoosleepytotalktohimandwhenNdlovukazi

wokemeuphewasn’tbymysideeither,Ijustcame

backfromtherepeatofthesamekakashitof

yesterday,todayI’mmorethanexhaustedthat20

litrebusinessisnochild’splay,Ifeelsore

everywhereIwouldsleepbutIdon’twantanyweird

dreamsagainsoIdecidetogotheloungeand

watchtv.

EishIheartheirvoicesasIreachthelounge,Itryto

turnbackbutsomeonepushesmeforwardwithmy

shoulders



“Youcan’trunawayfromthemforeverlet’sgo”

“ButMaaI’mreallytired,Ican’tdealwiththem

todayIjustwanttorelax”Itrulyamexhausted

today

“Okay,let’shavelunchfirstthenIwilltakeyoutoa

spa”Ilaugh,thathamamazalayouknowabospa

“What?”sheasks

“NothingI’mjustsurprised”shelaughs

“Don’tjudgeabookbyitscover,Ialsodrinkwines

andchampagnes”welaughasweheadtothe

kitchenwherewefindsomewomencooking,she

makesusteaandbiscuitsbeforewegositoutside

bytheverandawatchingpeoplegoupanddown

“WhydotheyhatemesomuchMaa”Iasksipping

mytea

“Whydon’tyouaskwhyIhatedyou?”sheasks

“Doesitmatter?”Idon’twanttowakeoldskeletons,

thesleepingdogsshouldsleep

“ItmattersbecauseIfeeltheneedtoexplain



myself”shesighsasInod“IhatedbecauseIdidn’t

seeyoufittobethewomanbyVula’sside,myson

havebeenhurtacoupleoftimes,firsthisgirlfriend

diedthenthemotherofhischildlefttostarta

familywithhisbestfriend.Ittookhimforeverto

trustinloveagain,thereweretimeswhereIthought

heisgoingtoendupalonelyoldman.Whenyou

cameintohislifeIthoughtyouwereoneofthose

passer-bygirlshefooledaroundwithandwhenI

sawyou”shelaughsshakingherhead“thatdress

youwerewearingprovedmeright”Ilaugh“andto

haveyouaroundhisbrothersmeanthewasserious

aboutyou”shesighs“AnywayI’msorryIwasmean

toyoubaby,Ijudgedyouonwhatyouwerewearing

whichwasverywrongofme”

“ApologyacceptedMaaandbytheway,thatdress

wasmeanttobeseenbyVulaonlywedidn’tknow

hisbrotherswouldshowupinhishouse”pureliesI

worethatdressforTsietsitomakehimjealous

Shelaughs“Youyoungpeopledon’tunderstandif

amanseeshisforeverinyou,hewillloveyouno

matterwhatyouwear,awomanwhowearsa



petticoatcantakeVularightunderyournosewith

yoursexylingeriesifhedoesn’tseehisfuturewith

you”true“butasformydaughtersIreallydon’t

knowbabybutwhatIcantellyouisifLuthando

hatesyou,thentheyareallgoingtohateyou

especiallytheolderonessheistheleaderofthe

gang,buttheyoungeronesarenotbad”shesighs

“Thatchildtriedtotakeafterherauntbutshe

becameworseyoh!Anditdoesn’thelpthatshewas

raisedbythatroyalbitch,nxa!Mayhersoulnotrest

inpeace”Ilaugh

“Who,Mtho’smom?”shenods

“Thatbitchmademylifealivinghell,shereminded

meeverydaythatI’macommoner,Idon’twantto

lieIwassohappywhenshediedIjustpretendedto

besadinfrontofmyhusband”

“Shediedbeforetheking?”

“Yes,shewassatan’switnessofcourseshe

wouldn’thavelivedonearthwithusangelsfora

longtime”Ilaugh“IthinkMthowas2whenshe



diedandIwaspregnantwithVulathen.My

pregnancywithVulawasn’tsmoothsoLuthando,

Luyanda,musaandthandohadtogolivewithher

whenIdealtwithmydifficultpregnancy,thatroyal

bitchturnedmykidsagainstme,myrelationship

withthemhaveneverbeenthesameeversince

then”

“ButtheywerejustkidsbackthenMaa”

“Heeeyouhavenoideawena,yestheywerekids

butfu*kenspoiltroyalbunch,theycalledmea

commoner,theirownmotherIwasnevergood

enoughtothemanymore,theystarteddistancing

themselvesfromtheirfriendscallingotherkids

commonerstoo,Idon’tknowwhatthatoldhagdid

tomykidstilltoday”I’mgladnottohavemettheso

calledaunt“Butyoushouldtrytheoneswhocome

afteryourman,theyarenotsobadtheyjustafraid

ofLuthando”Inod

“Isshemarried?”



“Yesshe,Luyanda,musaandthandoaremarriedto

royaltybutKhanyaandKhanyimarriedVula’sfriend,

haveyoumetMbuleloandBulelani?”Inod“theyare

theirhusbands”

“Ndlovukazi,lunchisready”Nomainforms,she

thanksherandwefollowhertothediningroom

whereeveryoneisalreadysited,thereisstillno

sightofVulaandMthoweeatoveralight

conversationbetweenthekingandKubeka,noone

isbotheredaboutVula’swhereaboutsimstarting

toworry.Itsmiddayalreadyandhehasbeengone

fromtheweehoursofthemorning.Isenda

messagetomycerebrumtoremindmetogocall

himafterlunch,Ileftmyphoneinthebedroom.

Abeautifulladywalksinscreamingduringlunch

“Hismajesty”shesayskissingthekingonthe

cheekandeveryonelaughsshelooksfamiliar

though“Whereismyman?”everyonelaughsharder

“LindelihleyaziwenauzombulalauMtho”(you’re

goingtokillMtho)thekingtellsher,ohyahnowa



rememberwhosheis

“Don’tworrymymajestyIwillgrieveforhim”she

sayssittingnexttome“Ididn’tbelieveVulawhen

hesaidyou’rehere?”shesaystome,Ijustsmile

cozIdon’tknowwhattosayandthelasttimewe

weretogethersheactedlike‘JasonfromFridaythe

13th’movietowardmeforsittingnexttoMtho

Thekingexcusehimselfwithkubekaand

Ndlovukaziafterlunch,Iwaitforthemtodisappear

thenIstandtoleavecozIknownowI’mleftwith

‘aboJackmabaso’ofthefamily

“Whereareyougoing”Lihleasks

“I’mjustgoingtotakeanapI’mabittired”Ilie,yes

I’mtiredbutI’mnotgoingtotakeanynap,shetakes

herplateandcomewithmeI’mnotevensurewhy

sheisfollowingmeaswewalkdownthepassage

“Howareyourbitchysisters?”sheasksassoonas

Iclosethedoor,IjustshrughonestlyIdon’twantto

gossipaboutthemIdon’tknowhowclosesheis

withthem.Shegrossesherbeautifullegsandshe



sitsonthebedeating“Vulasentme,hesaidyou

mustbelonelytheyareattendingthecouncil

meetingwithThoko”shesays

“Thoko?”

“Mthokosisi”sheclarify,Inod

“ButtheKingwashereanduncleK”

“Theytakebreaksfromthosemeetingswhenever

VulaandThokoarearound”shecleanstheplate

withherfingerandshesuckitafterwards,Ilaugh

“Whatthesourcewasnice”MusaandThandowalk

inwithoutknocking,theythrowthemselvesonthe

bedwithoutsayinganything

“Areyouheretoturnheragainstus”Musaasks

“NoBarbieyoudidthatallbyyourselves,herman

justaskedmetocomekeephercompanyuntilhe

comesback”Ifeellikesuchababy,vulababiesme

alotlately

“Don’tcallmeBarbieLindelihlenxa!”shesnapsand

bothLihleandThandolaugh

“LookMaDlomowesorryforourbehaviour,it’sjust



thatit’sveryhardtodefysisLuthando,whenshe

saysnotosomethingweallhavetosaynotoit”

Thandoinforms

“Butthat’sabitchildishdon’tyouthink?Whatdid

Tumidotoherforhertojusthateherfornoreason”

Lihleasks

“Sihle”Musasay

“What?Sheisstillholdingontothat?”Lihleasks

shockedandsheisrepliedbymultiplenods

“WhoisSihle”Iask

Shesighsbeforeshespeaks“SisLuthandogot

marriedtoaverydysfunctionalfamily,whenshe

gotmarriedshewasstillyoungandIthinkthat’s

howtheytookadvantageofher,shewasmarriedto

mothertheirchildrenthequeenhadjustdiedso

therewasnomotherfigureinthehousesoshedid

thatverywellsheraisedalltheyoungoneslikethey

werehersandeventuallytheyallgrewandwent

aboutlifebuttheyoungestoneremained,shewas

theonlygirlinthatfamilyshelovedhersodearly



andwhenshereachedteenageyearsshedated

bhutiVula

Theywereinseparable,highschoolsweethearts,

weallenviedthelovetheshared”shepausesabit

andexhales“OnedaysisLuthandosayher

husbandaskedhertoaccompanyhimtooneofthe

galadinners,sotheyleftSihlealoneinthehouse

sinceshewasthenabitold,Ithinkshewasin

matriccozBhutiVulawasdoinghissecondyearin

varsity,Shesaidwhentheycamebacktothehouse

shefeltshiversonherskinandthat’swhenshe

knewsomethingwaswrong

SheranstraighttoSihle’sroomandwhenshegot

there,shesaidshewasn’tpreparedforwhatshe

saw,sihlewaslyingonherbedlifelesswithfoam

comingoutofhermouth,therewerepillsscattered

onherbedside.Sihlehadcommittedsuicideand

therewasanoteinherhandwritingnexttoher

deadbody,thenotewasdirectedtosisLuthando



sheaskedhertomakesurethatBhutiishappy,that

hemovesonandfindsloveagain,that’sallitsaid.I

guessthat’showmysistercametohateeverygirl

bhutieverloved.InhereyesonlySihleisperfectfor

bhuti”

“Wow”that’sallImanagetosay,it’snotahappy

‘wow’it’sjustabewildered‘wow’

“Yepthat’showwecametohaveasisterwho

wouldstopatanythingtohaveherbrotherlovedby

thegirlshefeltsheisperfectenoughtoreplace

Sihleinbhuti’sheart”that’sbull“Canyoudousa

favour?”Musaadds,Inod“Pleasemakehimopen

up,BhutihasnevercriedaboutSihlehelocked

everythinginhimandnoonecanspeaktohim

aboutit,sheisanogoarea.Heblamedhimselfa

lotaboutherdeath,hesaidifmaybehedidn’tgo

studyfarawayhewouldhavebeenthereforher

maybeshewouldhavenotcommittedsuicide”

that’sbad



“Yahthat’sallweask,talktohimpleasemakehim

openup”Thandoadds,justthenherphonering

“Sis”……..shelaughs“Yahit’sdone”………shelaughs

again“Okaywecoming”shedropsthecallandtell

hertwintheyhavetogo“Willseeyouatdinner

neah”Inod“Pleasetalktohimasapsohecango

visithergravenowthatheishomesohecanfind

closure,heneverevenwenttothefuneral”Inod

againastheyclosethedoorontheirwayout.Lihle

standsfromthebedandopenthedoorscanningfor

somethingthensheclosesitandcomesback

“Thatwasstrange”Isaytoher

“Iknowright,especiallybecausebitcheshateyou

andthenextthingtheyopeninguptoyoulikethat”

shesays

“Idon’tknowshitaboutSihlepersonandI’mnot

askingVulaanything,hewillopenupwhenhis

ready”shecockshereyebrowsupwards

“Youknownowthatyousayit,it’sverystrangehow

youwereaskedtomakehimtalk”shesaynow



furrowinghereyebrows

“Andontopofthattheysaythetopicisanogo

area,sowhoamItotalkaboutit?I’mnotinthe

moodtopissVulaoffsothanksbutnothanksIwill

letthesleepingdogslie,hewilltalkaboutitwhen

heisready”Isay

“MYGIRL!”sheexclaims“Ifeellikeweneedadrink

rightnow,Iwasthinkingexactlythesame,yesthe

storyistrueIcanattesttothatbuteveryoneknows

it’sanogoareaforVula,evenhisstupidThoko

doesn’ttalktohimaboutthat.ThiswasasetupI’m

tellingyou,theywanttocausefrictionbetweenthe

twoofyou”shesays

“Don’tworryIfiguredthattheminuteIwasaskedto

makehimopenup,I’mnotasstupidastheythinkI

wasnevergoingtoaskhimaboutitandthatphone

callthandoreceived,shewastalkingtohersister

andIhaveafeelingshewasaskediftheyhave

plantedtheboominmealready”shesmiles

“Smartbitch,I’myourfriendfromnowon,Ineedthe



likesofyouinmylife.IwillbebackIneedwinefor

thiscelebration”shesaysrunningoutoftheroom,I

laughathercraziness.Shecomesbackwitha

bottleofwineandaglassofjuice

“Mithisisforyou,angishoyoudecidedtodrop

babies”Ilaugh,shedrinksherwinestraightfrom

thebottle,thisonewouldgetalongverywellwith

myaunt“YouknowwhenVulacalledmeaskingme

tocomekeepyoucompanyIaskedhimwhyand

youknowwhathesaid”Idisagreewithmyhead

“Hesaidhesensesthatyoudon’tgetalongwithhis

sisters,soheisworriedthatyouhaveamotherin

lawthathatesyouandsisterswhodon’tlikeyou

either”wowI’msurprisedhenoticedthat

“Hismomisperfect,Idon’tthinkshehatesmewe

getalongjustfinetheonlyproblemarehissisters”

“Hai!Igiveittothemtheyarestrongshame,togo

tosuchlengths,whenareyouleaving?”sheasks

“WeweresupposedtoleaveonSaturdaybutI’mnot



sureanymore”shenods“Whataboutyou?”Iask

“IwillleavewithThoko,it’sclosetomonthendI

havetobabyhimsohecangivememoney”Ilaugh

“Whatexactlyisgoingonbetweenthetwoofyou?”

Ihavenoticedtheyhaveastrangerelationship,she

laughbeforetakingahugesipofherwine

“Thatniggeristheloveofmylife,IloveThokowith

everythinginmebuthekeepshurtingmeandIkeep

hurtinghimback,hecheatsandIcheat,heliesIlie

toobutwhenI’mwithhimwhatevershitwehave

donetoeachotherdoesn’tmatter,Ifeelcomplete”

Lihlestayedtilllate,sheleftwhenVulaarrivedshe

isnotasbadasIthoughtweevenexchanged

numberssowecanhangoutwhenweinJoburg,

shealsopromisedtovisitmeagainheretoshow

mearound

“Shedidn’toverwhelmyou”heaskscomingfrom

thebathroom

“Who?”Iask



“Lihle?ThatonecantalktillJesuscomesback”he

saydroppinghistowel

“A.a”Isaystaringathiscock,I’msohornylatelyI

feellikehecanpipemeeveryday,goshImissthat

thingbetweenhislegs

“Ufunangikubhebhe”(youwanttofuck?)heasks

withasmugalreadyclimbingthebedcrawling

towardsme,Iquicklyruntothebathroomandshut

thedoor“Comeonmamayouwerestaringmoos”

heyellsfromthebedroom,yesIwasstaringandI

missitbutNo,I’mnotdisrespectinghismom’s

houselikethat

“Sangodressupmaan,ketlaofahosane”(Iwillgive

youtomorrow)Ipromisehim

“Uyathembisasthandwasami”(Youpromisemy

love),Iyellyes“OkaycomeoutthenIwon’tbother

you,I’mgettingdressed”indeedhisgettingdressed

whenIcomeout.

“Youcrazyyouknowthat”Isay

“YesI’mcrazyaboutyoumama”hewearshisshirt

andpeckmynose“Soyougivingmedoggystyle



tomorrow?”heaskholdingmyhandaswemake

ourwaytothediningarea

“Weshouldtryspiderstyle,Iheardthereislotof

legsgoingonwiththatstyle”Isayandwinkathim

helaughsoutloud

“DidyoujustwinkatmeMrs.Dlomo?”heaskswith

afoolishgrinonhisface

“IguesssoMr.Dlomo”

“I’mgoingtofuckyousohardtomorrow”ohboy!I

thinkmybeanjusttwitched,thatpartofabodycan

betrayyoueveninchurch,beingaromancatholicis

veryhardsometimesthoseboysbythepriestare

veryhot,youfantasiseabouttheminfrontofthe

priestpraying,helaughsandpecksmyshoulder

whenherealisehejustturnedmeon.

Thetablewasnotfulltoday,itwasus,Mtho,

Ndlovukaziandthesisters,Luthandowasstaringat

uslikesheissearchingforsomething,Idon’t

usuallyagreewithSango’stouchinessaroundhis

familybuttodayIlethimbe,hishandisbrushing



mycheeks,shouldersandthesideofmybreast

nowaswehavingdrinks,Luthandoissweating

wheresheis,I’mdoingallthisonpurposeIwant

hertoseethatherplandidn’twork

“Ibroughtthatblackthingyoulike”Iwhisperinhis

earandbiteitwhileatit,helaughs

“Let’sgoseeifitstillfits”hewhisperback

“TomorrowmyloveandI’mridingmycock”Isay

runningmyhandbetweenhisthighsandhejumps

abitcausingastareatus

“Iniwenaunomoya?”(Whatisit,doyouhavea

spirit?”)Hismomasks

“NoMaa……..hmm!Iwas,Ijustfeltacramp”hesays

unsureandMtholaughs,myfocusisonLuthando

sheisfumingnow

“Boitumelodon’tyouhavesomethingtoaskVula”

Luthandoaskswithanattitudenowsheiscoming

exactlywhereIwantedherandIknewshecan

pronouncemyname,that‘butumelo’shitwasto



pissmeoff

“Somethinglikewhat?”nowthefocusisonmeand

her

“Thatthingwetalkedaboutearlier”Musaadds

“Oh!TheSihlegirlyouweretalkingabout?Iwas

verysleepyIdidn’thearhalfofthethingsyousaid,

whatwereyousayingaboutherandSango?Ionly

rememberyoukeeptellingmetoaskhimaboutit”I

pretendtobeclueless,iflookscouldkillIwouldbe

onmywaytohellrightnowLuthandoislookingat

melikesherollswiththelikesofaboStaphano

Damera,aboDavidGenaro,youknowthedie-hard

typeorisittheun-killableIdon’tknow.

Enjoytherestofyourdaymypeople

Remembertolike,share,commentandinvite

friends

Pleasepleasehelpadmingrowourpage



asforthoseofyouaskingforpdf,guysyournot

beingfair,thestoryisstillprogressinghereonfb,I

willgladlythrowacompletepdfonceit'sdone.

PleasemypeoplebarewithmeI'mnotbeing

inconsiderateIjustdontunderstandhowdou

demandapdfofsomethingthat'snoteven

completeatthemoment,oruwantapdfofthe

chaptersthatarealreadypostedcozthat'swhatI
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“Wow,justwowningijwayelakabineah”saysthe

furiousVulabaggingthetable

“Bhutiwecanexplain”saysLuyandawithashaky

voice

“Explainyamasiba(shit),explainhow……”

“ItwassisLuthando’sidea”Musasnitchonher

sister



“Really?Luthandodowanttofuckme?Doyou

perhapscravemydicksobadthatyoudon’twant

anyonetouchingit”hesaysexasperated

“Hai!Vulayoucan’tsaythingslikethattoyour

sister”Ndlovukazireprimand

“Ican’tsaythingslikethatMaa?Lesfebesakho

(Yourwh*re)isbusymistreatingmywoman,how

doyouexpectmetoreact,huh!Uyabonawenanja

(Yousee,youdog)I’muptoherewithyourbitchy

attitude”hesayspointingatLuthando“Ifyoudon’t

fixyourselfIwillforgetyou’remysisterLuthando

andyouknowwhatIdotopeoplewhobetrayme,

nxa!”hesaysharshlypushinghischair“Let’sgo

babe,Ican’tstandthesewhore’sfacesrightnow”

“Luthandoapologizemaan”Ndlovukazishouts

“I’msorryBhuti”SaysLuthandolookingdown

“SorryBhuti?WhataboutMakoti,youoweheran

apologytoo.Sisniyanyanyisanjenina(yourall

disgusting)”SaysMthoalsostandinguppreparing

toleave,Vulaisalreadydraggingmetothe



bedroom.WellI’mhappymyplanworkedbutI

didn’tthinkthingswillunfoldthiswayifVulaisthis

madoverhisdeadgirlfriendwhatdoesthatsay

abouthim?Ishestillinlovewithhisdeadgirlfriend?

GoshIhateevensayingit.

It’sMondaymorning,Ijustwokeupinmyman’s

tightgriplastnightwasverypleasantforme,the

catwalksIwasdoinginmyheadwouldlandmea

Victoriasecretmodelgig,IwishIknewhowtoplay

chesssoIcanaccompanymyactwitha

‘checkmatebitch’attheend,I’msurewheresheis

sheistakingpushupsbutI’mreadyforherMike

TysonselfwithMyJaftaself,itwillbeMikeTyson

vsJaftaIhopesheknowsthatdynamitescomesin

smallpackages

“NtateDlomo”helaughs,that’swhatIwantedheis

beentooquiet,yesImayhavewonthisroundfrom

hisbitchysisterbutthisthingaffectedhim,hewent

straighttosleepwhenwegottothebedroombutI



couldfeelhewasn’tasleepIjustlethimbe

“MeeDlomo”nowit’smyturntolaugh

“It’s‘Mme’notMee”Icorrecthelaughsandturns

mearoundtofacehim,wewereinaspooning

position

“HaveItoldyouIloveyoutoday?”heaskskissing

myforehead

“Noyouhaven’t”

“WellIloveyouMmeDlomo”that’sallIneedto

know,Idon’tcareabouthisdeadgirlfriendmayher

soulrestinpeaceandshemustrestpleaseasin

restrest,Idon’twantanywarbetweenmeandher

cozitwillbethedeadvstheliving

“IloveyoutooNtateDlomo”Isaybrushinghisface

him

“Iamsorryaboutyesterday”hesays

“Sorryforwhatbaby”hesighs

“Mysisters,I’mreallysorrythattheyaregangingon



you,Ihonestlydidn’tseethisonecomingbutI’m

goingtofixittodayokaymama”hepecksmynose

“AndaboutSihle,sheismyex,shecommitted

suicidewhenIwasinvarsityandIneverreally

knewwhycozinhersuicidalnoteshenever

explained,sheonlyaskedforLuthandotomake

surethatImoveonandbehappy,soIwasmadat

herforthatIneverevenwenttoherfuneral.Most

peopleinmyfamilythinkI’mstillharbouring

feelingsaboutherdeathbutnahI’mfine,yesittook

awhiletofinallyletgobutIdideventuallyandI’m

perfectlyfinewithherdeath”

“It’sfinebabyyoudon’thavetoexplain”Isay

“NoIdobaby,Idon’twantyouthinkingyou’rein

lovewithsomeonewhostillhasfeelingsforaghost,

andtheonlyghostIwouldfuckevenindeathis

yours”hisstupid

“I’mgladtoknowthatevendeathwon’tdousapart”

Isayandslightlykisshimbuthedeepensthekiss

andclimbsme“Babewait”Iknowwhathewants



“A.amamayoupromised”goshthisman

“Yes,butnothere”helooksatmeconfused“Iwas

thinkingwebookahotelorsomething,youhaven’t

tookmeoutsincewearrivedhereIhavebeen

coopedupinthishousefortoolong”Isulk

“OkayIwilltakeyououtkebutnowIwantmy

morningglory”hesayssqueezingmybreast,God

whathaveIgottenmyselfintoIknowwhenheis

likethishewon’tbudge,hejustwantstohit.Thank

GodKhwezirunsinholdingherschoolbaghe

quicklyjumpsoffmelikeahotpotato.Ihope

Khwezididn’tseethatbutI’mgladshesavedme

fromherhornyfather

“BabaKakweziwhatareyoudoingtomamamogirl”

sheaskswithafrownonherface,OhLord!Helpus.

“Shecouldn’tbreatheIwasgivinghermouthto

mouth,whatdidIsayaboutnotknockinginmy

roomKhwezi?”hescoldsher

“Thisisnotyourroom,thisismamamogirl’sroom”

truethisisnothisroombutit’snotmineeither.He



sighs

“Whatdoyouwant?”heaskscalm

“Whatismouthtomouth?”thisismyqueue,Iknow

shewon’tend,Imakemywaytothebathroomto

startmyday

“It’swhenyoutransferyouroxygentosomeone

whocannotbreathelikeinthatswimmingclassof

yourswhentheyexplainhowyoucanhelpafriend

whentheycan’tbreathe”heexplains

“Ooohyah!NowIrememberokay,whycouldn’t

mamamogirlnotbreathe?Sheasks,Ilaugh

brushingmyteethinthebathroom

“Hai!Khweziwhatdoyouwant”hesnaps,Ilaugh

harderhegetslikethatwhenhishorny,veryshort

tempered.HeisjustlikemewhenI’mhungry,it’s

eitherIdon’ttalknorgiveshortanswerstopeople,

hungerisnotmythingshame

“Iwantedyoutotakeustoschool”hesighsagain,

andtellsherhewillbereadyinfiveminutes

“SthandwasamiIhavetotakeaboKhwezito



school”heyellsfromthebedroom

“It’sokaybabygo”ThankyouKhwezi

AftermysoothingshowerImademywaytothe

kitchenforbreakfast,Ithankedmyluckystarswhen

IfoundnooneinthereIdon’twanttoruninto

gorillaLuthando.Ndlovukaziwalkedinhumming

Ziph’inkomobyCaiphusSemenya,shelooksvery

lightandhappywhileatit.Shecomestowardsme

nowsinging

“Weshoulddosomethingaboutthishair”shesays

stretchingmyafro,Ijustsmile“Todayweare

celebratingatthepalace,Zwelithiniisveryexcited

hewantstothankyoupersonally”

“Thankme?”didIperhapsmisssomething

“Yes,haven’tyouheard?”Ishakemyheadno“The

thirdcowdiedtoday”I’mmoreconfusedandshe

seesit“Someoneispregnantwithaboychild,and

it’sallthankstoyoucozthisconfirmsthatindeed



thecursehasbeenlifted”ohnowshemakessense

“Oh!That’snice,whoispregnant?”

“Wedon’tknow”shesays,Iwilltoolshamehowdo

youcelebratewhenyoudon’tknowwhoispregnant,

whatifthecowwasjustsick“Godressupafter

breakfastIwantustomakethegrandentrance

phelayou’retheguestofhonour”Ilaugh

“Ididn’tbringanythingfancy”Isaysippingonmy

tea

“Really?”sheseemstobethinking“Youknowwhat,

Imighthavesomethingthatcouldfityouperfectly,

comelet’sgofitit”shesaysalreadydraggingmeby

myhand,IseewhereSangotookhisdragging

genesfrom.Ihopesheisnotgoingtomakeme

wearher1950’sdressesIdon’twanttobethe

laughingstockofthevillage.

Shemakesmesitonhergiganticbedassheopens

herhugewardrobeandtakesoutabeautifulred

gown“Mi,fitit”it’sbeautifulandquitesmallIdon’t

knowifitbelongstoherandasforthefittingI’m



notcomfortabletakingmyclothesoffinfrontofher

andsheseesit“It’samazinghowafraidyouareto

undressformebutifitwas‘Sango’youwouldeven

askhimtotakethemoffhimself”Ilaughandtake

themoffanyway,thewomanalreadysawmy

nakednessonthetwokakaceremony

It’sabeautifullongreddresswithlacesleevesthat

covermyarms,thedressissimpleyetelegantit

hugsmytummyandfigureperfectlythenitflowsat

thebottomcreatingabitofatail,theopenback

exaggerateitsglassinessbutit’sstillelegant

althoughit’sabitlooseonme

“Turnaround”shesaysandIdoastold“Youlike

it?”

“OfcourseMaa,it’sbeautiful”indeedit’sabeautiful

dress“Isityours?”Ihavetoaskthiswomanisthick

“Yes,IwasoncepetitelikeyoubeforeIbore9

children”shesays

“YoustillbeautifulMaa”shesmiles



“Thankyou,comelet’sgoadjustitsoIcanfixitfor

you,itneedstohugyoutightlyatthetopanddrop

looseatthebottom”shesaysalreadypullingmy

hand

“Youcansew?”Iaskasshedragsmedownthe

passage

“IwasonceatailorbeforeIgotmarried,Ilo……”

“MAAA!”Luthandoexclaimcomingoutofoneofthe

rooms

“What?”hermomasks?

“Sheiswearingyourdress”shesayswithafrown

“YesI’mgivingittoher,what’swrong”hermom

asksconfusedstillholdingmyhand

“But……mxm!Nevermind”shesaysandbangsthe

doorgoingbackintheroom

“Thiswomanisstrange,Idon’tknowwhatsheis

stilldoinginmyhousesheisamarriedwomanfor

Godsakes”shecomplainscontinuingwithour

journey



IleftNdlovukazidoingthefinaltouchuptomy

dressinherstudio,sheactuallyhasroomfullof

sewingequipment’s,twomachinesanddifferent

garmentseveryrespectivetailorshouldhave.

“Whereareyoucomingfrom”heaskscomingout

oftheshowerwipinghimself“Ilookedeverywhere

foryou”

“Iwaswithyourmomshewastakingmy

measurements”Isaytakingoffmyclothestotake

mysecondshower

“Measurementsforwhat?”

“Mydress,akerewearegoingtothepalacefor

lunch”

“Oh!That,noyou’renotgoingthere,youandImade

planswearegoingout”ishemad

“Hau!Babeyoucanpostponethattotomorrow,I’m

veryexcitedaboutgoingtothislunchwithyour

mom”

“Yourstandingmeupbecauseofmymother?”Inod,

helaughsandshakeshishead“ButI’mnotcoming



withyouminaIhatethoselunches”

“Ididn’twantyoutocomevele,youweregoingto

crampourstylephelawearegoingtomakea

spectacular‘grantentrance’”Isayandwinkathim

asIdisappearintheshowerleavinghimlaughing

Okay,comingherewasabadidea,thishouseis

ridiculous,nowthatI’mclosertoitIcantellit’sa

palacebefittingtheking.Therearesomanycars

outsideIthoughtitwasjustasmallernyanathing

butnah,nowIseewhyIleftmymanplayingcards

withMtho,NdunaandAbongile,heisavery

reservedpersonheisnotintocrowdedplaces.

“Thiswaymyqueens”saystheguarddirecting

NdlovukaziandItoahugestaircaselaidwithblack

carpetuptothedoor.Iholdherhandtightlyaswe

approachthedoor

“RelaxMaDlomo”shesaysasthetwoguardsopen

thedoorwideforuswithasmile,wearewelcomed

bytwowaitressbythedoorwithdrinks,shetakes



whatIthinkischampagneandgivemejuice,the

houseismoreextravagantinside,thereisahuge

chandelierhangingfromaceilingdecoratedin

whiteandgoldinthemiddleofalongtablefullof

elegantpeople.Everythinginhereisinwhiteand

gold.Everyoneisstaringatusaswemakeourway

tothetable,hershoesandthistilesarenotmaking

anythingeasier,it’slikesheworethisshoeson

purposeknowingtheywilldrawattention

“BoMkhabela”shesaysgreetingeveryonebefore

takingahugechairoppositetotheking’schairon

theothersideofthetable,shedirectsmetositnext

toher

“Ndlovukazi,Makoti”thekingacknowledgesuswith

anod“WhereisVula?”heasks

“Playingcards”Ndlovukazianswersandthetable

eruptinlaughter

“YouseewhytheDlomorulingiscomingtoanend,

oursocalledfuturekingisspineless”oneofthe

manonthetablesayandhereceivemultiplenods



fromothers

“That’swhywecalledyouhereNgema,wehavean

announcementtomake”saystheking“Inkomo

iwilebafo”(thebulldiedbrother)hesayswitha

pleasedgrinonhisface“Ndlovukazi”hesaysatthe

end.

Ndlovukazistandsfromherchairandstandbehind

methensheputsherhandsonmyshoulders

“BoDlomo,I’mproudtoannouncethatmy

husband’smistakehasbeenrectifiedbyhissonas

ourgreatseerpredicted,infrontofmeis

VulamasangoDlomo’sbetterhalf,ourtiebreaker,

ourlightattheendofalongdarktunnel,ourbridge

tothenextgenerationandmostimportantlythe

motherofourfutureking”thetableeruptin

ululations,themenstandsfromtheirchairsanddo

Zuludancewhilesomepraisetheirgods

“CalmdownBoDlomo,calmdown”theking

reprimandhappily,theyallcomposethemselves



backtotheirchairs“Fornowthisshouldbe

amongstusuntilGumedecomesbackand

announceforustoinformthecouncilbutI’mproud

toinformyouallthattheDlomoswillruleinthenext

generation,ourendisdeadandourbeginningis

aliveinMamtaungsoontobeMaDlomo,siyabonga

Mamtaung(ThankyouMamtaung)thekingsay

raisinghisglass“Toourbeginner”

“Toourbeginner”theyallhappilysayinunison

Afterthatweirdannouncementforme,theking

orderedeveryonetothediningareawhereweare

nowinteractwiththeyoungonesofthefamily,the

tablewasonlyfullofelders.ThecompanyI’m

sittingwithisboringtheshitoutofme,grownold

womenwishingtobetheonepregnant.I’msitting

withsixoldwomenandalltheotherfivearetalking

aboutnothingbutpregnancy,theking’sthreewives,

unclek’stwowivesandNdlovukazi

“Mankosiaren’tyouabitoldforpregnancy?”



Ndlovukasiasks,Ialsothinksotoosheistheeldest

king’swife

“Don’tannoymeNokuthulaIalsowantason”she

saysexasperatedbuttheyalllaughather

“Let’sgosolvethisonceandforall,Ibrought

pregnancytest”saysJubulile,sheisuncleK’s

youngestwifewholivesinJhb.Theyallquickly

standontheirfeetpreparingforthebathroom

pregnancytestingvacation,Ndlovukaziasksmeto

comewithbutIrefuse,Idon’twanttobe

traumatisedandseeoldwomen’s‘twothings’.

“Heysisicomesitwithus,youcan’tsitaloneBhuti

Vulawouldkillus”it’stheking’seldestdaughter

Sphe,theywereallintroducedtomebutIcan’t

remembermostoftheirnames.Theother

daughtersarenicetomeshame,theyhavebeen

staffingmewithicecreamalot,apparently‘Bhuti’

toldthemIloveicecream.Luthandocomestoour

tablejustasIsit.Ihopesheisnotgoingtoannoy

me,wehaven’ttalkedsincehermorningoutburst



“Mymom’sdresslooksniceonyou”shesaysloud

enoughforeveryonetohear,Iguessmywishdidn’t

cometrue,sheisdefinitelyheretoannoyme

“Thankyou”Isaywiththefakestsmileonme“You

shouldaskherfortipsyoulooklikeyoucouldusea

fewpointers”IsayandwinkatherasIstandup,

theyalllaughather,Iseeherchestbouncinglike

shejusthadfiverounds,Idoubtsheevenhavesex,

herbitternesssaysalotabouther.Ishouldhave

wenttothebathroomwithmysixmates,nowI’m

lostlookingforabathroomthischildmakesmepee

likeIhavearunningtapbetweenmylegs.

Idecidetomakemywaybackdownthestairsto

asksomeonecozIcan’tseemtofindthebathroom,

Ifeelstressedthinkingaboutclimbingthosestairs

againI’malsoreallypressedIdon’tknowifIwill

holditthatlong,Imissmymanifhewasherehe

wouldhavescoopedmeupquicklytothebathroom.



LuckilyIseethewivesdownthestairscelebrating,

theothersareholdingwineglassesandJabuisthe

oneholdingajuiceIguesssheistheonepregnant

Iwanttoyellatthemtotellmewherethebathroom

isbutIdon’twanttosounddramaticsoItakemy

firststepdownthestairsbutIfeelsomeone’s

presencebehindme,Itrytoturnandhavealook

whoitisbutbeforeIknowitIfeelmyselfflyingand

rollingdownthestairs,myheadhitssomethingand

Ifeelasharppainashotliquidflowbetweenmy

thighs,Ihearscreamsfromthewivesbelowbefore

it’slightsoutforme.
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~Iaminabeautifuljunglewithtwolionswalking

besidesme,theywalkmethroughalongendless

path.Everythinghereissosmooththebreezein

thisecosystemisgentletothesoul,variousflockof

birdsflypeacefullyovertheskypeepingasoothing

soulfulmelody.Everynowandthenmy

companionskeeplinkingmyhandsItaketimeto

lookatthelionswalkingbymyside,theynotscary

atallinfacttheylookharmless,theotheronehasa

burntmarkofacrownlikestructureonitsback

whiletheotheronealsohasaburntmarkoftwo

hornsinparallelattheback.Thehornedoneroars

everynowandthenbutnotinascarywaymorelike

awarningroar.Attheendofourjourneyisariver,

theybothgentlydipmeinsidetheriver…~

….Ifeelsuffocated,likesomethingispressingme

downbutItryreallyhardtofightit,themoreItry



fightingthemoreIhearhisvoice“Myheaven

pleaseopenyoureyespleasemama”hiscrying,he

soundsofaryetsoclose.Ifeelanextremepainon

myheadthatcoursemetoslowlyopenmyeyes.

Everythingisabitblurredatfirstsight,it’sdouble

everythingbuthistouchisreal,Ifeelhimnexttome

tightlyholdingmyhandsclappedtogetherpraying

‘DearLord

IknowI’masinner

ButI’masinnerbecauseIlacknopath

I’masinnerbecauseIlacknopotential

I’masinnerbecauseIdon’tfeelworthytobeloved

byyou

DearLord

Iambeggingyou,downonmyknees

IknowIdon’tdeservetoaskanythingfromyou

ButpleaseMyGod



Don’ttakemypathtowardsyouawayfromme

Don’ttakemypotentialtobeyoursawayfromme

Butmostimportantlypleasedon’ttaketheonewho

makesme

feelworthyofbeinglovedbyyouawayfromme

DearLord

Ipromiseyoucanusemeasyouwishifyoubring

herbacktome

Iwillgotochurch

Iwillpraymoreoften

Iwillforgivethosewhowrongedme,evenLuthando

Iwillforgiveher

PleaseGodbringmyheavenbacktome.Amen.

“Amen”Isaylookingathistearyeyes,hedoesn’t

believeit,hekissesbothmyhandsstillclapped

tightlyunderhisgripastearsfreelyfalldownhis



cheeks.Ifeelmytearsbuildinguptoo.Ihateseeing

himlikethis,thismanismysoul,hismyheart,hisa

missingpieceofapuzzleofmylifecozhiswhat

makesBoitumeloMotaungthequeensheis.He

finallywipeshistearsstillholdingbothmyhands

withthebackhishands

“ThankyouGod”hesayswithatremblingvoice

beforehestandsandkissesmyforehead“Ilove

you”hesaystomesmilingthroughhistearyeyes

“Iloveyoutoomysoul”Isaysmilingbackathim,

hefinallylet’sgoofmyhandsandtakesoffhis

shoesthenheclimbsthebedfacingme

“Howareyoufeelingmyheaven”heasksdeeply

concerned

“I’mokayIjusthaveasharpheadache”Isay

touchingmyheadandIfeelabandageon“What

happenedtomyhead”Iaskwithafrown

Hedeeplysighs“Youdon’tremember?”Ishrugcoz

Idon’tknowwhatI’msupposedtoremember“You

werepusheddownthestairsyesterdayafternoon”



hesaysclosinghiseyeslikehedoesn’twanttosay

it.Noweverythingcomesback,someonepushed

medownthestairs,hesqueezesmetightlywhen

herealisethatI’mcrying

“DidIloseourbaby?Ifelthotliquidrunn……”Iask

withtearsrollingdownmycheeksbuthecutsme

beforeIcanfinish

“Nobaby,ourprincessisperfectlyfineyoujust

peedonyourselfduetoshock”hesayswitha

painedvoice

“Whopushedme?”Iask

“Luthando”

Iwishhedidn’ttellme,Ihatethatwitchevenmore

whatifIlostmychild,I’mnotsafeinhishome

“TakemehomenowVulamasango”Isaywitha

painedvoice,henods

“IalreadypackedourbagslastnightIwasjust

waitingforyoutoregainconsciousness,letmecall

Ndunawiththecarandourbags”Inodashewipes

mytears“Iwillgofixyousomethingtoeatinthe



mainwhile”Inodagainasheleavestheroom.

Iquicklyfallindeepthoughtsasheleaves,Iknow

Luthandohatesmebuttopushmedownthestairs,

Ireallydidn’tseethatonecoming.Andit’sverylow

ofhertodothat,I’mcarryingherniecedidshe

perhapsthinkofthatorshejustwantedtokillme

alongwithherniece.Wowthiswoman’shateis

deep.

“MaDlomo”IthinkIhatethatnametoo,Ihate

everythingconnectedtothisfamily.Ijustraisemy

headandlookathim“I’mreallysorrymtanamiI

don’tevenknowwhattosay,I’mevenashamedto

lookyouintheeye”hesincerelysayandIjustnod

onceagaincozIalsodon’tknowwhattosay“Vula

tellsmeyourleaving”it’smorelikehistelling

himselfthanme“Pleasesaysomethingndodakazi”

“Idon’tknowwhattosaykingZwelithini”

“Pleasedon’tcallmethat,callmeuncleZwe”Inod

withasmile“I’mreallysadyou’releavingbutI



understand,wewerestillenjoyinghavingyouinthis

familywellalthoughnotallofus,IwishIwastold

aboutthetensionbeforeitreachedtothispoint,I

wouldhavedealtwithitimmediately”itwasn’t

tension,itwaspurehate

“It’sokayuncleZweitdoesn’tmatternow,the

damageisalreadydone”henods

“Pleasedomeafavour”Inod“Don’tleavewithout

seeingNdlovukazi,sheisalreadyhavingahard

timeshefeelslikesheisbetrayingyouandVula

whengoingtothehospital”what’shetalkingabout

manje

“Hospital?”Iask

“Vulamasangodidn’ttellyou?”hefrownsthensighs

“Luthandoisinthehospital,Vulamasangothrew

herdownthestairstoobutunfortunatelyforher

shewaspushedbyalividVulasoshedidn’tsuffer

concussionlikeyou,shesufferedbrokenribs,leg

andanarm”thewaymymouthisopen,I’msurea

flygotinandshitonmytonguethenleft.Ifinally

gainmycomposure



“Vuladidwhat?”Iaskbewildered

“Hesaidhewantedhertofeelthepainyoufelt”he

heavilysighs“PromisemeonethingMaDlomo”I

givehimacontinuelook“Pleasedon’tcrucifyallof

usforLuthando’sdoings,thatchildissickinthe

headandIgiveyoumywordshewillbeharshly

dealtwithonceshegetsoutofthehospital”just

thenVulawalksinholdingatray

“UncleZwepleaseexcuseus,Ineedtofeedmy

pregnantwifethatyourdaughteralmostkilled”he

saysharshlyputtingatrayontopofme

“Idon’tunderstandwhyyouarepunishingallofus,

VulamasangoareweabunchofSangomas?How

werewesupposedtoknowthatLuthandowilldo

somethingsocrazy?”thekingasksannoyed

“Idon’tcare,youandMaaaskedtodinewithmy

wifeandIletitbe,Iallowedhertobeinyourcare,I

trustednothingwouldbefallherinyourpresences,

ItrustedyoutoprotectheroveranythingbutNo,a

coupleofhourslaterI’mtoldmypregnantwifeis



unconsciousbecauseshewaspusheddownthe

stairsrightunderyournose,rightinyourcare”he

chuckles“Hmk!Makesureyoubeefupthatsecurity

youputinthehospitalcozyourbeloveddaughter

mightjustdieinhersleep”hoooo!Holdupdidhe

justthreatentokillhissister

“Vulamasangothishasdraggedforfartoolong,

xolandoda(forgiveman)Luthandoisstillyour

sister,youcan’tmakesuchthreatsabouther”the

kingreprimand

“Idon’tgiveadamn,shedidn’tthinktwiceabout

killingmychild,herniece,sheisdeadtome,eatup

babeIwantusoutofthisfu*kenDlomopalace”his

unclesighsstandingup,Idon’tlikewhatis

happening,yesLuthandowrongedmebutthiscan’t

breakafamily.Vulashouldn’tbeblaminghismom

anduncles

“MakotirememberthefavourIasked”Inod“Thank

youmtanamipleasecalmthisbeastofyoursbefore

Iloseallmysensesandbreakhisskull”hesays



andclosesthedooronhiswayout

“Wasthatreallynecessarybaby?”Iaskmybeast

“Eatup,Iwantusoutofhereasap”hesaysina

warningvoiceandIknowthat’smyqueuetooblige,

Vulahasneverthreatenedmeoranythingbadbut

hehasthatauthoritativevoicethatcommandsyou

toobligewithwhateverhesaywhenhismad.

Aftereatinghehelpedmetakeabath,Iaskedhim

whywasIatthepalacenotinthehospitalhesaidI

wastreatedatthepalacebecausehewasthrown

outofthehospital,hekeptgoingtoLuthando’s

roomtryingtofinishherwhichIthoughtwasoneof

hisexaggerations,soheblackmailedhisuncleto

allowmetobetreatedinthepalacebecausethat’s

theonlywaythehospitalwasgoingtoletmego.

Wemakeourwaydownthestairswithhimholding

metightly.Ifeelshiversaswewalkdownthestairs

hefeelsittoocozhescoopsmeupallthewayto

exitdoorwherewearemeetbyNdlovukaziwalking

inwithafragileLuthando



Hequicklyputsmeonthecouchandcharge

towardsLuthatho,hismomscreamsfortheking.

Withinminutesthefragileluthandoisbeingpinned

againstthewallandstrangledwithherfeetfloating

inspace

“VULA,SANGO”bothhismomandIscreamin

unison,thekingcomesinrunningfollowedbyhis

wivesanddaughters,hetrytotakehimoffhis

sisterbutfails,hisgripistoostrong,hisonly

holdingherwithonehand,theotherhandelbows

andfistsanyonecomingclosetohimandhisprey.

Fourroyalguardscomeinrunning,theyallholdhim

tryingtoremovehimbutnothing,oneistryingto

pullhiswaist,theotheronehislegswhiletheother

oneisalsotryingtopullhishandaround

Luthando’sneckandtheotherguardisjustuseless,

hishandisholdingtheelbowthatfistingeveryone

“Vulanooooo”hismom’scrypiercethroughmy

heart,thewivesareholdingherdown.Iwearmybig

girlpantiesandgotowardshim



“VulasthandwasamiNooo”Icrynexttohim“You

prayed,youaskedGodtosaveme,yousaidyou

wouldforgiveher”heloosenshisgripandlookin

mydirection“YoupromisedGodsthandwasami

pleasedon’tdothis,let’sjustgopleasebaby”Icry.

Hesighsandletherfallonthefloor.MaNhlapho

(theking’syoungestwife)quicklycometothe

lifelessLuthandoandperformCPRonheruntilwe

hearherweaklygaspingforair,everyonesighs

whentheyseeherchestmoving,evenIamrelieved

butnotVula,hebendsdowntoMaNhlaphoand

Luthandowhenheseesthatsheisregaining

consciousness

“YourdeadtomeLuthandoDlomo,loosethe

memorythatyoueverhadabrothercalled

VulamasangoDlomo,you’renothingtome”Hesays

coldlythenhetakesmyhand“Let’sgomama”I’m

shakinginmyboots,Ihaveheardaboutpeople

beingstrangledtodeathbutnotonceinmylifeI

thoughtIwouldwitnessithappeninglive,especially



beingthemanIlovedoingit.

“Mkhabelapleasedon’tleavelikethis”hismom

sayscryingbeforewereachthedoor,Vulajustturn

andlookatthemonelasttimebeforeshuttingthe

door.Ihateleavinglikethis,yesIwaswrongedand

yeshehadeveryrighttobemadbuthetookthings

toofar.Thismanisafamilyman,hecan’tturnhis

backagainsthisfamilyjustbecauseofhisstupid

sister

“Dinangwe”Isaywhenhestrapsmyseatbelton

me,hedoesn’tlookmeintheeye,Icanseehis

pained,thisthingreallyhithimhard.Hisamess,a

messIhavetofix“BhutiNdunapleaseexcuseus

foraminute”henodsandgetsoutofthecar

“Sthandwasamipleaselookatme”hesighsbefore

hecouldfaceme“Iloveyousomuchbaby,Ilove

themanthatyouare,Iloveeverylittledetailabout

youbutyouknowwhatIlovemostaboutyou?”he

disagreeswithhishead“Ilovethatyou’reafamily

man,Ilovethatyoubelievethatfamilyisnotonly



bloodrelated,familyiswhatyoumakewiththe

peoplearoundyou.Iwantyoutoinstilthatprinciple

inourgirlscozIwantthemtobestrongcourageous

womenliketheirfather.Butrightnowyou’renot

beingcourageousmysoul,yourlettinganger

consumeyousobadthatyoualmostkilledyour

ownbloodsister”

“ShealmostkilledthewomanIloveandmychild,

herniece”hesaysintormentedvoice

“Iknowbabe,Iknowbutmyloveyou’reherbrother,

you’resupposedtobehersafeplace,herplaceof

comfort,youdon’tbattlewithpigsmylove,you

fightingyoursisterit’slikegoingtoagunfightwith

astick,sheispowerlessthanyouthat’sabuseno

matterwhat.Youowethatwomananapology,you

needtofixthisnowcozwenotleavingthisplace

beforeyoufixthingswithherandifyoucan’tdoit

foryouthenpleasedoitforyourmom,didyouhear

herpainfulcries?”hesighsrubbinghisface“Please

myloveletsgofixthis”Isaygettingoutofthecar

andgoingtohissidetoopenforhim.Idraghis



handupthestairstothedoorwithoutsaying

anything

WhenIopenthedooreveryoneisstillinthesame

positionweleftthem,theyareallindisbeliefwhen

theyseemedragginghimtothecouch.Inudgehim

whenwesitcozhelookslostforamoment

“Luthando”hesayssharply,thelifelessLuthando

groansonthefloor,sheistryingtosaysomething

butherthroatisnotpermitting.Hegoestothe

kitchenandcomesbackwithaglassofwaterand

helpsherdrinkbeforehescoopsherandmakeher

sitonthecouch,hetakesbothherhandsinhis“I’m

sorryIhurtyoulikethatMaDlomo,I’mreallysorryI

putmyhandsonyou,Ifeelashamedofmydoings

pleaseforgivemesisiwami”hebegs,Luthandojust

criesandputsherheadonhischest,hebrushes

heruntilshecalmsdown

“I’mreallyreallysorrybhutiwami,I’msorrythatI

havebeenmistreatingyourwomansinceshe



arrivedbutbhutiyouknowme,IloveKhwezilikemy

own,IalsohatedZonkebutwouldneverharm

KhwezibecauseIdon’tlikehermother.Samegoes

toourcomingprincessbhutiIwouldneverharmmy

nieceyouknowme”Sangoslightlypushherway

fromhischest

“Whatareyoutryingtosay?”heaskswithafrown

“Ididn’tdoit,Ididn’tpushherdownthestairs

pleasebelieveme,Iwouldn’thurtmyniecelikethat”

shesayscryingandforamomentIbelieveher,she

looksreallysincereandifsheislyingwowshe

deserveanOscar

“Luthandopleasemtanamijustadmityourwrongs

soyourbrothercanforgiveyou”Ndlovukazi

interveneswithapainedvoice

“MaaIdidn’tdoitIswearonmyfather’sgraveIdid

notpushher,Iswear”shesayscrying“UncleZweI

waswithaboSphe(theking’seldestdaughter)when

ithappened,Iwasstandingrightnexttothemwhen

weheardscreams,Iwasrightnexttothemwhen

shewaslyingunconsciousonthelaststep,please



believemeIdidn’t”sheisstillcrying

“Sphe”Vulacalls

“Bhutishewaswithusyenaevensistumiwhenshe

leftthetableshewasstillsittingwithus”

“THENWHOTHEFUCKSAIDITWASHER”Vula

shoutsirritated,theyalllookatNdlovukazi“MAA”

heshoutsagain

“Ithoughtitwashercozsheistheonethat’sbeen

hatingherfornoreason”Ndlovukazisayscrying

“Thequestionweshouldbeaskingourselvesnow

Vulamasangois,whopushedMaDlomodownthe

stairsifitwasn’tLuthando”heking
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Lastnightwasveryeventfuleverythingrightwent

leftverysoon,ImeanitwasrighttothinkLuthando

pushedmeandhernotbeingtheonewhopushed

meisleft,itmeansIhaveanotherenemyinthis

familyandthatenemyisquitedangerousifit’sone

ofthosethatsmilesatyoubutbeneaththatsmile

liesitchingvampireteethwaitingtobiteyouby

midnight.IhopeweleavetodaycozIstilldon’ttrust

Luthandoevenifitwasn’therI’mstillnotatease

withherinfactmybloodboilswhenIseeher

“Mylove”hesaysturningtomydirection,weall

slepthereatthepalacelastnighteveryonewas

tryingtheirbestcrackingtheirskullstryingtosolve

themysteryofwhopushedme,IwasaskedandI

toldthehonesttruthIdidn’tseethepersonbecause

theycamefrombehind

“Heybabe”

“Ulalenjani?(Howdidyousleep?),howisyour



head?”heasksbrushingmyforehead

“BetterIguess,theheadacheisnotasbadas

yesterday”henods

“I’mreallysorrysthandwasami”hesincerelysay

“It’sfinebabe,weshouldwakeupandprepare

ourselvessowecanleaveearly.ImissmyhouseI

needtorelaxmybodyforthelastremainingdaysof

myleave”hescratcheshisheadsittingstraightup

bytheheadboard“What?”Iask

“BabeIwasthinkingwechillabit,leaveon

SaturdaymaybeaswehadplannedImeanwestill

havetheGumedethingwewerestillwaitingonand

Ican’tleavemyfamilylikethis,theyaredevastated

thatyouwereattackedintheirhomesteadandthey

don’tknowwhoitisandontopofthatthereisno

otherseertosmearthegullofthebullthatdiedon

us,somyunclesandIhavetowaitforGumedeto

doit”hedidn’tthinkofthatyesterdaywhenhe

wantedhimselfoutofhere



“BabeIwanttoleave,Icameherefortheceremony

andit’sdoneIdon’tcareaboutwhoattackedme,

thesoonerI’moutofherethesaferIwillbe”Isay

leavinghimgoingtothebathroom,Ireallywant

myselfoutofthishellhole,Ihavemychildtothink

aboutsheandIarebothatriskifwestayany

longerinthisplace“I’mtakingabath”Iyell

informinghimasIfillmybathtub,akereI’mno

longerallowedtotake‘baths’withouthis

permission.Thisremindmeoftheotherlions

dreamIhadwhenIwasunconsciousIneedtotell

himaboutit,hecomesinnakedjustasIgetinthe

bathtub

Ithinkhisdisplayinghisnakednessonpurposecoz

heknowswhathispipedoestomeandheknows

hecanalwaysshutmeupormakemeagreeto

whateverwithhispipe

“Youlookflushedzululami”hesaysstrokinghis

pipeupanddownwithanintensegazeatme,I

closemyeyescoztheimaginationofthatrhythm

makesmethinkofhimgoinginandoutinme



“Openyoureyesmamalookatyousoulmeal”I

don’tobeyhiscommand,Ikeepmyeyesshut.Lord

knowsthismanknowshowtosexmeandright

nowIdon’twanthiminmecozhemightjustmake

mechangemymindwithhisstrokes,hechuckle

“Okaymakespaceforme”hesaysgettinginand

holdingmefrombehind.Hiserectionpiercemy

backsobadashepullsmetowardshimbetween

hislegs

“Yourtummyisbigtoday”hesaysrandomlyashis

handtrytocupmysexbutIquicklysqueezemy

thighstogether,Iturnandnarrowmyeyesathim

“AreyoutryingtosayI’mfat?”Iaskannoyed

“What?You,nevermyloveyourverysexy”he

chuckle“Butpleasemama”hesaysholdingme

frombehindkissingmyshouldersinthebath

“Nobabe,IwanttoleaveIdon’tfeelsafeanymore

hereandthatthingstressesmeout,youknowwhat

thedoctorsaidaboutstress”Itrytomakehimsee

reason



“IknowmyloveandIunderstandbutpleaseallow

meachancetofixthingswithmysister,Ibrokeher

babe.I’mashamedofmyselfforwhatIdidtoher

fornoreasonatall”Ifeellikerollingmyeye

“Itwasn’tentirelyyourfault,thatbitchhaditcoming

sheisbeennothingbutpain,I’mnotreallyhundred

percentsorryforher”

“Buthumelo”headmonishes

“What?It’strueandI’mnotgoingtoapologisefor

howIfeelabouther”

“Sheapologised”hesaysabithurt

“Yestoyounotme,shesaidshewouldn’thurt

Khweziorherothernieceinanywaybutme,she

didn’ttouchthemesubjectmeaningshewouldhurt

mesoNo,Istilldon’tlikeherinfactIhateher”Isay

gettingoutofthebath

“That’sabitharsh”

“HarshmyfootVulamasango,pleaseaskabuti

NdunatotakemehomesoIcanleaveyou

consolingyourheartlesssister,nxa!”Isaypissed



“Hooo!Arewefightingini?Nxa!Tome?”Ileavehim

shockedinthewater,Ihatehimwithhisfoam

covereddickthatkeptpokingmyback,Ihatehim

sobadtodayheevensaidI’mfatnxa!Bloody

Nyango!

I’mavoidingVulaatallcost,thepalaceisquitebig

andthechancesofnotseeinghimtheentireday

arecloseto100.MaSibisi(theking’ssecondwife)

havebeenstaffingmewithnicefoodandgoodies

theentiremorning,shetoldmeIcanrelaxinhere

andnoonewillbotherme.Theroomisenormous,a

hugetvonthewall,largefluffycouches,different

snacksonthetableandthebathroomnexttoit,I’m

goodwithoutVulamydaywillgoperfectlyfine

withouthim.MaSibisipeepsinthroughthedoor

“Ndlovukasiislookingforyou”shesays

“YoucansendanyoneupMaa,exceptVula”she

laughsandnodherheadassheleaves,withina

minuteNdlovukaziwalksinlookinglikesheis



carryingtheworldonhershoulders

“MaDlomo”

“Maa”

“Howyoufeelingmtanami?”sheaskssittingnextto

me

“BetterIthink”

“Andyourhead?”

“Theheadachesarenotassevereasyesterday”

shenodsandthensighs

“LookMaDlomo,Iamreallysorryfromthebottom

ofmyheartIwishIcanwipetheeventsofMonday

nightbutIcan’twhatIcandoiswarnyouofthe

dangerthat’sabouttounfoldinyourlife.What

occurredprovedtomethatyou’reinthesame

situationthatIwasinwhenpregnantwithyour

soontobehusband.Mypregnancywasn’tsmooth

becausewitchcraftwassuspected,noteveryone

washappythatIwascarryingtheheirtothethrone.

Thisthingofnotknowingwhopushedyouproves



thatnotallarehappyaboutthispregnancyasitis

suspectedthatyoumightbecarryingthekeytothe

nextgenerationoftheDlomoempire

SomybabyI’mnotgoingtolietoyou,thingsare

goingtogetabithardIjustwishthatyoutwowere

marriedalreadysowedon’tfindourselvesin

situationswhereyoubothbreakupwhentherock

hitshardandyoubothendupwithotherpeople

whichwillbetorturetoyourpartners,youandvula

aremeanttobeevenafoolcanseethat,justhold

onwhentheroughpatcheshitneahmybabe”Inod

“Iwanttoadviseyoutoleavemybaby,I’mnot

chasingyououtbutIfeelyou’reindangerhere,

leavemybaby,gobacktoyourplace,takethathot

headedmanofyoursandgetthehelloutofhere

beforeyoufeelthewrathofjealousroyalwomen

andmenfightingforthethrone”wow

“ThankyouMaa”Isayassimilatingtheinformation

“Justvisiteverynowandthendon’tleaveforgood

phela”Ilaugh“Khwezithinksyoualreadyleft,sheis



verysadyouleftwithoutsayinggoodbye”eish!I’m

abadperson,ItotallyforgotaboutherIneedtodo

betterwithher

“Eish!Maacanyoupleasegetherforme,Iwould

gomyselfbuttheheadachescomebackwhenI

walkunderthesun”Ilieandshelaughs

“Justsayyourlazy”shesaysstandingup“Iwill

fetchherandthatteawetalkedaboutitalsohelps

inheadaches,yourbigbytheway”Iknowit’slike

thisstomachdecidestoshowtoday

“ThankyouNdlovukazi”shelaughsexitingtheroom

IreallydoneedtoleaveIcan’tstandtobea

collateraltothingsIknownothingabout,Vula

needstolistentomeandhismomjustconfirmed

mysuspicions,socomemorningI’mleavingIhave

usedtaxisbeforeIjustneedsomeonetoshowme

wherethetaxirankislocated.Oh!Lihlemighthelp,I

willtextherafterthissnack.

ImusthavefallenasleepenjoyingmysnackcozI’m

wokenupfrommysleepbyKhwezi,MthoandVula,



KhweziisdoingsomethingonmyhairIhopesheis

notplaitingitagain

“SorrymamamogirlIdidn’tmeantowakeyou”how

wasInottowakeupwithherpullingmyhairso

painful?

“It’sfinebaby,whereismytea?”Iask

“Whattea?”sheasks

“Maalefttofetchyouwithmytea”Iinformher

“IcamewithmyGuyandbabamina”ohokay

“Didyoueatallthisthings”didhehavetotalk,Iwas

finewithnottalkingtohimandwhereishecoming

withhistallself

“Theyarenotthings,it’ssimbasandbiscuits”I

educatehimashesitsnexttome“Vulamasangoo

qadileakere?”(Youhavestartedisn’tit?)Iask

pissedashesitsnexttome,Mtholaughs“Whyo

changileperfumeyahaohape,onahanaokgaha

monate?Onkgadibokotlohapelakamoo”(Whydid

youchangeyourperfumeagain?Youthinkyou



smellnice?Yousmelllikewormsgetawayfromme)

Isayangrilypushinghim,Mthoislaughinghis

lungsout

“SthandwasamiIdidn’thearanything,uthini?”he

asksconfused“PleasetalktomemamakaMampe,

Idon’t……”Icuthim

“Didyoujustcallmydaughtermampe?”Iask

shocked,Mthoisnowcryingwithlaughter

“Yesbabeangishowe…..”

“Vulamasangogetout,Mampereally?Areyou

crazy?Ihateyou”Isaypushinghim“Khwezihelp

me”shehelpsmepushhimoutofthedoor

“BafowhatdoesMampemean?”heasksthe

hilariousMthoastheyleave.Ican’tbelievehe

calledmybabyMampe,nxa!Histheuglyone

“Whatdoesmampemeanmamamogirl,whyare

yousomad?”sheasksconcerned

“Itmeansuglybaby,youfathercalledyoursister

ugly”sheisthemadonenowIcanseewiththe



expressiononherface

“I’mcomingmamamogirl,I’mgoingtosolvehim”

shesaystakingoutherpinkbeltfromherdressand

bangingthedoor.That’smygirl.

Ndlovukaziwalksinwithhercrippledmonstrous

daughterasI’mstillenjoyingmymovie,shelooks

atmewithpleadingeyesandIknowwhatsheis

asking,shewantsmetolistentoherdaughter

“Whyismysonbeingchasedwithapinkbelt

aroundtheyard?”sheasksandIlaugh

“HecalledKhwezi’slittlesisterugly”shelaughs

“Mi,hereisyourteaIhaveafeelingyouaregoingto

needitsoonerthanIanticipated”shesighs

“Luthandowouldliketotalktoyou,doyoumind?”I

shakemyheadno“Thankyou,Luthando”shesays

“Maacanyouexcuseus”sheasks

“No”Ndlovukazifirmlydenies

“HauMaa!I’moncrutches,Ihaveabrokenhand

andribsandnowIhavethisneckpiecearoundmy



neckwhatpossiblycouldIdotoherinmycrippled

state”Iseeyesterday’seventaddedtoherinjuries

shenowhasabrokennecktoo

“LuthandoIdon’ttrustyou,yousaidyouwantto

apologise,apologisethen”Ndlovukaziinsists

“It’sokayMaayoucangiveusspace,Idon’tmind”I

say

“Yousure?”sheasksconcerned,Inod

Thisisthefirstpersononmyhitlist.Ifmydreamof

knowingathingortwoaboutwitchcraftcomestrue,

thisonewouldbemyfirsttargetinfactshewould

bemytestsubject,everythingthatneedstobe

experimentedfirstIwoulddoitonher,shewouldbe

mytikoloshiimtellingyou.Iyankhergorillahand

onmyshoulderasshesitsnexttomeandreachfor

myphone,sherollshereyesandchuckles

“Youlookfat”shesayswithapinchednose,Ijust

lookatherI’mnotgoingtoglorifyherdevilselfwith



myangelicvoice“LookIdon’tlikeyouinfactIhate

you”

“Thefeelingismutualdearsostatesomethingelse,

nottheobviousplease”myangelicvoicecouldn’t

holdback

“Goodsolet’sgetonethingstraight,Iknowyou

poisonedmymothertosayI’mtheonewhopushed

yousothatyoucanpaintmeasabadpersonin

frontofmyfamily?Butitdoesn’tmattercozmy

planworkouteitherway,usroyalssticktogetherno

matterwhatandyouwillstickwithNdlovukazicoz

yourbothjustcommoners.Mybrotherforgaveme

andhehiredthebestphysiotherapisttohelpme

recoverfastandwhenIdoIwillbeonthefirst

vehicletojoburgtohelpmybrotherseethebitch

youare”whatawasteoflife!

“Isthatallbabe?”Iaskbored

“Yesnobodythat’sall,youheardthat?‘NOBODY’

you’rejustanobodytryingtobesomebodyina

worldyoudon’tbelong.Youdon’tbelongherenana,



this”shesayspointingaround“isforus,royalty,not

thelikesofnobodieslikeyouandoh!Ididn’tpush

youbutIhiredsomeonetodoitforme,sowatch

youbackbabe”shewinksatme

“ThankyouMakhoza”Ilaugh“Yourverysmart

neah?”shelaughs

“Ofcoursedarling,Ibelongtothehighpowerclan

stupiddoesn’tfitwiththeDlomos”Stupidbitch!

“Doyouknowoneofthefundamentalprinciplesof

engineering”shelooksatmeconfusedasIlaugh

“Surveyingandevaluation,yourstupidselfshould

havesurveyedthatItookmyphonefromthetable

whenyouwalkedinhere,thenyoushouldhave

evaluatedwhatIwasdoingwiththephonebutmiss

smartyroyalpantsdidn’tthinkofthat”Sheinstantly

shootsweatswallowinghersaliva“Guesswhatmy

stupidmyselfdid”Iwinkather“Ijustsentyour

brotheravoicenoteofourconversationanditlooks

likehejustlistenedtoitcozIjustreceivedtwoblue

ticksconfirmation”shequicklystandsup



strugglingwithhercrutches

“Youbitch”sheinsult

“Yesbaby”Ireplyhappily

“WATCHYOURBACK,I’MCOMINGFORYOU”she

shoutslimpingoutoftheroom

“Luthando”sheturnsandlookatme“Nexttimeyou

comeatmetrysomethingelsenanabutmakesure

it’snothingthathastodowiththinkingcapacitycoz

mymentalcapabilitiescannevercomparetoyour

twocentvillagethinkingokaybubu”shebangsthe

doorasshequicklyleavestheroom.

That’showyoudealwithbitches,Imentallyhigh

fivemysubconsciousforoncebeingconscious,I

wouldn’thavethoughtofthatalone.Iopenmy

WhatsApptoseehowthefireIstartedisbrewing

butOH!NOOOOO!Whatthefu*khaveIdone,my

phoneringsjustasI’mshockedinmyhand.Ireject

hiscallandfeelsickinstantly.Mystupidstupidself.

Ihatetechnology,IhateWhatsApp.Thisiswhat

happenswhenyoumakehastydecisions.
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Lightfillstheroominthisbeautifulmorning,Islept

withamanwhomI’mnotspeakingto,yesterday

wasoneofthosedayswhenIhatehimforno

reasonatall.Theothermaninmylifekeeps

blowingmyphoneIevendecidedtoputitphoneon

silent.TobehonestIdon’tknowwhereorhowI’m

goingtoexplaintohim,hewasn’tsupposedtofind

out,thelastthingIneedismyfamilythinkingI’m

beingill-treatedhere.Sigh!Ireachformyphoneto

checkmysobrewingfirethat’sburningme.



Ihave12missedcallsfrommybrother,6from

Makatly,thismeansonlyhimandMakatlyknowsat

leasthehasn’ttoldmyfather.Thereisone

massagefromhim,IcringeasIreadit

*SunflowerpleaseansweryourphoneI’mworried

aboutyou,babyIcan’tsleepnotknowingyou’re

safe.I’mgivingyouuntilmorningtoanswermeif

youdon’tIwillcallDinnyorSizwetogivemeyour

boyfriend’snumbers*ShitIdidn’tthinkofthatand

nowthatI’mcalmIdon’twantVulaknowingthatit

trulywasLuthando’spersonthatpushedme.He

willkillherandIcan’thaveherdeathonmyhands,I

thoughtthoroughlyofhowI’mgoingtohandlethis

andIthinkImighthaveaperfectplan.Letmecall

mybrotherbeforeheruinsmyplan

ImovefromthebedtothebathroomcozIdon’t

wantthisonehearingme

‘Nunuyouokay’hesaysconcernedwhenhepicks

up

‘EyaabutiwakaI’mfine’(Yesmybrother)



‘Thenexplainthatvoicenotetome,whatthehell

happened?DidVula’ssisterpushyoudownthe

stairs?Didshehurtyou?’eish!Whyisheshouting,

hewasworriedaminuteago

‘Noabutiitsnothinglikethat,Iwillexplainwhenwe

gethome’Ilie

‘Andwhenisthat?’

‘I’mnotsureabutiwestillwaitingon…’

‘Listenandlistentomegoodboitumelomotaung.I

wantyouinJhbtodayIdon’tcareifyourwaitingfor

thereturnofJesus,Iwantyouheretodayandmake

sureyoucomehomeorelseImightjustdrivedown

therewithAuntyDeeinthemorning.Capishyoung

lady’mxm!

‘Eyaabuti’

‘NowgogetreadyIwantyouheretoday’withthat

saidhedropsthecall,

IdecidetotakeashowersinceI’malreadyinthe

bathroom.IreallydohavetoleaveIhopeVulawill



listentomethistimebutifhestillrefusesI’m

leavingwithorwithouthim.Thisisallhisfault,heis

theonewhoinsistedofchanginghisnameto‘Boo’

inmyphone,hesaidheisneverhadagirlfriendthat

callshim‘Boo’soIshouldatleastsavehimas‘Boo’

ifIcan’tcallhim‘Boo’.Mybrotherissavedas

‘Bobo’Iusethatnametomostlyannoyhimwhen

hecallsmesunflowerornunusoyesterdaywhenI

wantedtocatchLuthandoredhandedIjustquickly

searched‘Bo’andIrecordedourconversationtothe

‘Bo’thatcamefirstwhichwasmybrotherbythe

way.

NowIhaveabrotherwhoisonmyneckand

knowinghim,hemightevenhateVulaforhis

sister’sdoings.Mybrotherisoneofthoseguysyou

don’tmesswithwhenitcomestotheirsisters,him

allowingmetolivemylifewasveryhardforhim

andnowhearingthatImightbeindangerbecause

ofamanI’mafraidhemightjustendour

relationship.InhiseyesIwillalwaysbehislittle

sister,thelittlesisterhebathedtoschool,thelittle



sisterhewalkedtothebusstop,thelittlesisterhe

satdownandshowedhowtouseapadonherfirst

periodandtoldherhowtohandleherselfgoing

onwards,sureAuntyDeecametoexplainthe‘stay

awayfromboys’talksbutIwasperfectlyfine,my

brotherhadalreadydonealltheexplainingthat

neededtobedone.

HeisstillasleepwhenIfinishcleaningup,hemust

bereallytiredbutthisismytimetoinitiatemyplan.

Imakemywaydownthestairsandthatfeelingis

thereagainasIwalkdownthisstairs.I’mholding

therailssotightlyandIkeepcheckingmybackto

makesurenooneisbehindme.Idon’tknowwhen

willmymindbeateasewithstairs.

LookslikeI’mnottheonlyearlybirdinthishouse

“SawubonaMaNhlapho”Igreetgettingina

humongouskitchen.Shefrowns

“What’swrong?Whyyouupsoearly?”sheasks

worried



“Icouldn’tsleep,youlookbeautifulyouruniform

suitsyou”Icomplimentandshesmiles

“Thankyou,nowsitIwillfixyousomething,thehelp

willonlybeinhereby07:00”sheinforms

“NoMaaI’mfine,IwillfixsomethingmyselfIdon’t

wantyoubeinglateforworkbecauseofme”Ideny

“Whatwork?I’mjustrunningaway,Zweisbeenon

methewholeweekhesayshewantsaboychild

toosomebeingtheyoungesthisstickisinme

24/7”Ilaugh

“ToomuchinformationMaa”

“I’mjustusingthehospitalasmyescapeplan,Bye

kebabysuityourselfcozyoudon’twantmy

breakfast”shesayszippingherlunchboxbag

“Maathereisonethingyoucouldformeifyou

don’tmind”shenods“Iwouldliketospeaktouncle

ZwebeforeSangowakesup”Iinform

“Whywhat’sthematter?”sheaskconcerned

“It’snothingserious,it’sjustsomethingIhavetotell

himwithoutSango”shelooksconfused



“It’sokayIwillgethimforyou”shesaysleavingme

inthekitchen,

shereallylooksgoodinhernursinguniform.I

preparemyselffortheconversationI’maboutto

havewiththeking,Ineedtotreatcarefullythis

situationisquitewobbly.Ijusthopehewon’tmake

afussaboutthis.TheybothcomeinjustasI’m

thinking,hisstillinhisgownthismeanshewasstill

asleepnowI’mscared,Iwokethewholekingfora

merefightIcouldhavehandled

“Makoti”hegreetssittingbesidemeasMaNhlapho

kisseshischeekandexitthekitchen

“I’msorryforwakingyouup,Ineedtotalktoyou

beforeSangowakesup”

“It’sokayndodakazi,howcanIhelpyou”

“DoyouknowWhatsApp?”Iask

“OfcourseMakotiIknowWhatsAppandIknow

howtouseit”hechuckles

“IwouldliketosendyouarecordingofLuthando



confessingtohavehiredsomeonetopushme”

“WHAT?”heisonhisfeetinstantly,Inod“Whatthe

helliswrongwiththischild”hesighssittingdown

againrubbinghisface

“Wellshedidn’texactlyconfess,shewantedtotalk

tomesobecauseIdon’ttrustherandIwasafraid

shemightdosomethingtomeIrecordedour

conversationandsheendeduptellingmeshethat

shehiredsomeonetopushme”Iexplain

“Givemeyourphone”hetypeshisnumber“Save

themandsentmethatrecording,I’mbanishingthis

womanfrommyvillageIcan’thavesomeoneso

connivingandmanipulatinginmyfamily.This

familyrepresentunity,westickandprotecteach

otheragainstallodds.Notsabotageanddestroy

eachother.IseebeingaKhozagotthroughher

headnxa!”Heinformspissed“WaitVula……”Icut

him

“Hedoesn’tknowandthat’swhereyoucomein,I

wouldliketokeepitthatway.Idon’twantVula



killinghissistercozIknowhewillkillherifhefinds

out.IneedyoutodealwithherwithoutSango

knowing”hesmiles

“Youareourlightaren’tyou?”hechuckles“Thank

youforcomingtomewiththisinfo,yesLuthandois

apainbutIwouldn’twantmyson’shandstainted

withhisevilsister’sblood,ngiyabongamtanami

(thankyoumychild)vulawon’tknow”heassures

me

“ThankyouuncleZwebutcanIpleasemakea

requestaboutthesituation?”henods“Pleasedon’t

banishLuthando”hefrowns“Ithinkthereis

somethingseriouslywrongwithher,mygutstells

mesheneedhelpmore,Ithinksheneedcareand

guidancemorethantobeexcludedfromherfamily,

thatwouldbreakherevenmore.Maybefindhera

shrinkbutIwouldlikeforherandInevertogross

pathsagain”

“Howisthatgoingtobepossibleifyoudon’twant

herbanished”heasks



“Idon’tknowunlceZwebutIdon’ttrusther”he

sighs

“OkayIwillseewhatIcando,yougoingmakea

greatQueenwhenyoutootakeovertopreparefor

MkhontoIII”

“WhoisMkhontoIII?”Iaskwithafrown

“Yourson,I’mnaminghimafterhisgrandfather

seeinghewillalsotakeinhisfootsteps”nosonof

minewillbenamedthatbutI’mhavingagirlsoI

willjustagreetoendtheargument

“ThereisonemorethinguncleZwe”hegivesmea

continuelook“Imadeamistakeyesterday,Iwas

stillfuriousandsoImeanttosendthevoicenoteto

SangobutImistakenlysendittomybrother.Heis

morethanangry,hewantsmehometodayand

Sangorefusestoleavecozhesayshestillwaiting

onBabGumedeandthatsmearthingyouhaveto

do”helaughs

“Smearthingmakoti”helaughsagain“Iunderstand

whereyourbrothercomesfrom,pleasegivemehis



numbersoIcanapologisepersonallytohim”

“Idon’tthinkthat’sagoodidea,thatmanisvery

stubbornandI’mafraidhemightdisrespectyou”

“IhavedealtwithpigheadedmanI’msureIcan

handlehim,sentmehisnumberonWhatsApp

okay”Inod“AndasfortheGumedethingasyou

callit,it’squitetrickycoznoonecangetholdof

himwhenhisinthemountains,butyouknowwhat”

heseemstobethinking“Givemeatleastthis

morningyoubothcanleavebymiddayifallgoes

well”

“ThankyouuncleZwe”

“Nothankyoumamamogirl”webothlaugh“You’re

goingtobeanexceptionalqueenoneday,wear

yourcrownwithprideandintegritywhenyoudo

neah”Ismile“Nowmakemeacoffee,youcan’tbe

mymakotiifyoudon’tdoanything”webothlaugh“I

willgofetchmyphone,Ineedtomakesureyou

sentthethingswetalkedabout”.

Iquicklypreparethekettlewhenheleaves,heisthe



firstpersoninthisfamilytoaskmedosomethingI

havebeentreatedlikeanegg.IwonderhowI’m

goingtoconvinceSangotoleavetoday,hisveryhot

headedandinhiseyeshethinkshewrongedhis

sisterbutit’stheotherwayround.Iwonderhow

shesleepsatnight,knowingyoualmostkilledyour

niece.Ifitwereme,Iwoulddie.Noonecanhurtby

snobbynephewsinmywatch

“Thinkingtoomuchisnotgoodinyourcondition”I

smile“Bringmycoffeetothelounge,Ineedtorelax

mylegs”Inodfollowinghimwithhiscoffee“I’m

growingmakoti,thislegsaregivingmeahustleas

everydaypassesIguessItakeaftermybrother”he

saysrelaxinghislegsonthecouch

“Sango’sdad?”Iask.Henods

“YoubothneedtotakeoversoIcantakemyfour

wivesonaholiday”hesayssippinghistea

“Four?”Iaskwithafrown

Helaughs“WelltraditionallyIhavefourwives,

Ndlovukazibeingtheeldestsinceshewasmarried



tomyeldestbrother.Isupposedtostepinformy

brotherwhenhediedbutyourmamazalatoldthe

elderswheretogetoff”helaughshakinghishead

“Youknowwhatshesaid”Idisagreewithmyhead

“Youcanallgojumpinhell,I’mnotopeningmy

husband’ssacredplaceforaboy”hesayslaughing

mimickingNdlovukazi“Mindyou,I’mtwoyears

olderthanherbutshecalledmeaboy”weboth

laugh“Thatwomanisverystubborn”hmmwhat’s

thatsparkinhiseyeswhenhetalksabout

Ndlovukazi,helookslikesponge-bobwhenhesees

sandy

“Iwouldhavedonethesamething”

“Wellitsculturethereisnothingwecan……….”

“Zwethisoneismine,pleasepleasestayaway

frommywife”Vulainterruptswalkingin

“Wife?Whatwife?Howmanycowsdidyousendto

thebataung”vulagiveshimalook“Ididn’tthinkso,

sheisnotyourwifeandifyoudon’tdosomething

aboutitsoon,theywilltakeherrightunderyour



nose”

“NeverZwe,Ihavemarkedmyterritoryherenoone

cantakeherawayfromme”hesayssittingnextto

mekissingmyshoulder

“Ihopethatstickreachhighlengths”UncleZwe

saysandwinkathim,theybothlaugh

“ItdoesZwe,indukuivukaimpela(indeedthestick

wakesup)yoh!andinkomoyami(mycow)”heshut

hiseyesasifhefeelssomething“Haiuyadla

umkhabela,udinangweusuthaimpela”okayIthink

theyarespeakingincodesnow,thewaytheyare

bothlaughing“Speakingofukusutha,Sthandwa

samingiyalambakulamalanga(beingfull,mylove

I’mhungrylately)”hesayslookingatme.Theidiot

inhimneverrests,didhereallyhavetotalksuchin

frontofhisuncle.Ijustgivehimalook,I’mnot

goingtodignifyhimwithananswer

“Makotilokhoakwenziwa,aDlomomanneedshis

mealeveryhourofeveryday.Youdon’tstarvea

Dlomoman,phelathestaminainthisfamilyisout



ofthisplace(thatisnotdone)”yoh!Iwouldnever

talksuchwithmyuncle.Theybothlaughatme

whenIstandupleavingnotreplyinganything“Or

sikuletheleusisterwifewakho(shouldwebringyou

asisterwife)”heasksstilllaughingasIdisappear

tothekitchen.Iseestupidityrunsinthefamily

Thekingcamethroughforme,hepermittedusto

leaveandhealsoconvincedVulathatI’mnotsafe

heresoheshouldtakemeoutofthisplaceassoon

aspossible.Vuladidn’tbuythestorybutassoonas

hisunclementionedGumedeheobliged.Hisuncle

lied,hesaidGumedesentamessagesayinghe

seesdangersurroundingme.Buthewasstill

uncertain,heaskedhowbecauseGumedecannot

bereachedonphoneswhenhisatthemountains.

Hewastoldthathesentoneofhistraineesto

deliverthemessage.

ItwasbittersweetsayinggoodbyetoNdlovukazi

andKhwezi,eventheothergirlsfromtheunclesI



willmissthembutnotmysatanicsisterinlaws,

thosedinewiththedevilhimself.Andwhatawaits

mebackinJhbI’mnotlookingforwardtoit.“Your

phoneisflashingalight,whyisitonsilentvele?”

Sangoasksnexttome,wearestillinthecaronour

wayback.

“Iforgottoputitonnormalmodeafterourmeeting

withunclezwe”Ilie.I’mbecomingverygoodat

lyingIseldomstutter.Henods“Whereismylunch

box,I’mhungry”

“Eish!It’sattheback,Ndunapleasestop

somewhereIneedherfoodattheback”heinforms

Ndunaandhenods“It’sflashinglightagain,answer

yourphoneButhumelowhatisitkanti”he

commandswithafrown,Ireachformyphoneand

answerit

‘Abuti’

‘Whereareyou,it’salready18:00andyou’renot

here’Eish!Thisone

‘I’monmywayabuti,althoughIthinkImightarrive



late.IpromiseIwillcometomorrowmorning’

‘Nottomorrowboitumelo,tonight.Iwantyouhere

tonight’sigh!

‘OkayabutiIwillcometonight’hedropsthecall

aftermylaststatement,andbeastisfrowningnext

tome

“Yourbrotherisinsanehecan’thaveyoutonight,I

musthaveyoutonight.Youhavebeenstarvingme

thewholeweek,ngifunaisbunusamiminatonight(I

wantmypu*sytonight)”Igasplookingatabuti

Ndunainthefront

“Sango!!!”Iadmonishinawhisper

“What?It’strue.IlasthadmysweetonFridayon

ourwayhomemeaningit’sbeenaweeksoI’m

sorrymamangizokudlanamuhlafuthikabuhlungu,

ngifunaukukhiphalenkaniyakhoofstarvingmethe

wholeweek(I’mgoingtoeatyoupainfullytoday,I

wanttoremovethisstubbornnessofyours)”I

cringe.Jesusthisguy,it’snotjustusinthecar

“Ndunapleaseincreasethevolume,Ilovethesong”



heasks.Its‘GoodbyebyJaggededge’

AbutiNdunastopsthecaratthesideoftheroad

andSangogoestothebackhummingalongthe

songtofetchmyfood.Heseemstobetakinglong,I

wonderwhat’sholdinghim

“Sangouyenzani(whatareyoudoing)”Iyellhimat

theback

“Ngilungisaindukuyakhothat’sgoingtoeatyoutill

wediebutItoldyoungizokudlanasekufeni(I’m

fixingyourdi*k………Iwilleatyouevenindeath)”

NdunaandIbothlaughlookingathimthroughthe

reviewmirror.Weseeabrightlightapproachour

carfromthebackaswestilllookingathimthrough

themirror,Ndunaquicklyscreams“VULAGET

DOWN”asherashlydrivesourcarabitbeforewe

hearaloudcollisionfromthebackofourcar.

NdunaandIbothscreamforVulaaswelookatthe

backbutthereisnosignofhimonlythesplashed

likedropletsofbloodandsmokehoveringthe

brokenbackwindowofourcar.



Guysi'mhurt,ihavejustbeentoldthatmyhard

workhasbeenturnedintoapdfwithoutmy

permission.Ididn'tdenyyouapdfguysIasked

nicelythatyouletmefinishthestorythenIwill

gladlygiveyouguysaneditedpdf.That'sallIasked

bathong,anywaylet'stalkaboutthisinourgroup.

Hai!anywaylet'sshare,like,commentandinvite

friends

[09/27,07:19] :HISFOREVER

Insert27

*Herwonders,herweeps*

Themostunpredictablethinginlifeislifeitself.Life

issoselfish,soinconsiderate,socruel,sopainfully,

soharshbutmostimportantlysonotfair.WhenI

raisemyheadIseebloodfloodingoverourbroken



window.Ifeelinstantsweatshootatmyback,Ifeel

pressedrightwhereI’msited.Thishavetobea

dream,ahorribleoneatit.I’mdreaminghewillbe

rightnexttomewhenIopenmyeyes.Iopenmy

eyesagainfrommyminidaydreaminglandhoping

tofindtheimpossiblebutnah!It’strue.Mymanis

hitbyacar.

IlookatNdunaandheseemstobeinshock,he

hasn’tmoved,hishandsarestillholdingthe

steeringwheellikeahisgluedtoit,hisheadis

turnedtobackbuthisnotmoving,heisstaringat

thebloodybrokenwindow

“AbutiNduna”mywobblyvoicecomesoutasa

whisper,hejumpabitwhenIcallhisnamebefore

hesighs

“Stayinthecar”heinstructsafterhisgainedhis

composure.Inodwipingmyfallingtears,Iwasn’t

goingtogetoutanyway,I’mnotmentallyprepared

forwhat’sattheback,I’mnotpreparedtoseethe



onewhoownsmyheartinthatstate.Isayasilent

prayerinthecar,I’mevenscaredtoturnmyhead

andlookatthecommotionbehindthecar.Carsare

pullingover,peoplearestartingtopileovertohelp

wellsome,somearetakingvideosandpictures

withtheirhandscoveringtheirshockedmouth.This

iswhattheworldhasbecome,inacatastrophic

eventpeoplethinkoftheircellphonesfirsttopost

onsocialmedia.Isthiswhattheworldhasbecome,

somuchactivecrueltyweshowagainstineach

other.

HewassingingGoodbyebyJaggededge,Iwonder

ifthatwasthelastsonghewillsingforme,I

wonderifhewastryingtosaygoodbyetome,I

wonderwhyIwassohungrythatImadehimstop

inthemiddleofnowheretogetmyfood,Iwonder

whyweputfoodinthebootinthefirstplace,I

wonderwhyNdunadidn’tstopelsewhere,Iwonder

why……..IjumpabitasNdunadisturbsmefrommy

wonderingsessionknockingonthewindow



“Makoti,IneedyourphoneIneedtomakeacall

urgently,mineisdied”hecommandswhenIrollthe

windowdown.Ihandhimthephonewithoutsaying

anything,hiseyessaysitall.I’mafraidtoask,he

mightconfirmmysuspicions“Pleasedon’tgetout

ofthecar,closethewindow”Inot“Wait”hesaysas

Islidethewindowup“Yournodhurtright”heasks

andInod“Okaystayputandpleasedon’tmove”I

nodagainclosingthewindow

Iknowonewouldsaythesuspenseiskillingthem

butinmycaseIfeellikethesuspenseisgivingme

hope,I’mnotreadytohearanythingsononewsis

goodnewsforme.MybackissweatingIdon’t

knowifit’safearthingbutIhaveneverhada

sweatingback.IguessIdiscoveredanew

characteristicaboutmybody,‘itsweatsattheback

whennervous’.Thepolicecarjustpulledoverwith

anambulance,Ndunaseemstobetalkingtothe

police.Hecomestomewhenhisdone.



“Thepolicesuggestyoualsobechecked

consideringyoursituation”heinformsasIopenthe

windowforhim,Ididn’tevenwaitforhimtostand

nexttothewindow

“I’mfineAbutiNduna,pleasetellmesomething”I

askwithatremblingvoice,IaskwhatIhavebeen

reluctanttoknow.Hedeeplysighsthenhebends

andholdbothhiskneesfacingdown

“Theycan’tfindhim”heinformsstillfacingthe

ground.Ifeelmyheartbeatingoutofitschest.

“Whatdoyoumeantheycan’tfindhim?”Iasktrying

toopenthedoorbuthequicklystandsupstraight

andpressthedoorbackclosingmein.

“Mamtaungpleasedon’tcomeout,thissceneisnot

goodforsomeoneinyourcondition,I’mbegging

you”hebegswithpleadingeyesbeforehesighs

again“ThepeoplefromtheVanthathitussaythey

sawhimwhentheyweretryingtocontroltheircar

butitseemslikehedisappearedcozthereisno

signofhim,wesearchedunderthecarsbutstill

nothing”Ilookathimconfused“PleaseMamtaung



I’malsolostmyselfIdon’tknowwhattomakeof

thesituation”

“Doyouthinkthisishisblood”Iaskbitingmylower

tremblinglipasIfeeltearsbuildingupagain

“Idon’tknowMakotiIreallydon’tknowbut………”

someonecutshim

“Thebloodisfromthevandriver,itjustsplashedon

yourwindscreen”saystheyoungpoliceman

interruptingus“Mycondolen….”Icuthimbeforehe

finishes

“You’rewhat?Didyoufindhisbody?”Iaskirritated,

hedenieswithhishead“thensaveyoursorry

sympathiestoyourselves,Vulaisperfectyfine

whereheis”Iconvincemyself.Hejustshakeshis

headlookingatmewithextremesadness

“Thefamilyiscoming,pleasestayputuntilthen,

theyshouldbehereanyminuteMthohireda

choppersotheycanarrivequickly”Inodashe

informsmewalkingawaywiththeofficer.



Ibenttomykneesandweep,Iweepsilentlyforthe

shorttimewehadtogether,Iweepformydaughter

that’snotgoingtoknowherfather,Iweepfor

Khweziwhoisgoingtogrowupwithoutherdad,I

weepforNdlovukazilosinghisonlyson,Iweepfor

theacheinmyheart,thelongingI’mfeelingtohear

himsaymyname,tohearhimbutchermynamein

awaythatonlyhecan,tohearhimclaimmeashis

wifeeventhoughhehasn’taskedformyhandin

marriage.Theonlythinglefttodonowistopray,

theysayweneedhiminourgreatesttragediesand

I’mafraidit’strue.Idon’tknowwhenlastIwasin

churchbutIwillcallonhimnowcozIbelievehe

stilllovesme

DearLord

I’mkneelingbeforeyouthisnightwithaheavyheart

Myheartiswounded

Mybodyisstabbed



Myheadisempty

Andmysoulisnowheretobefound

MyGodI’mbeggingyou

I’mbeggingyoutobringmysoulback

I’mbeggingyoulethimbefoundaliveandwell

I’mbeggingyouforhissafety

I’mbeggingyouforhisprotection

I’mbeggingyoutoeasehispains

DearGodpleasehearmycry

Plea…..“Makoti”saysNdlovukazioverthewindow

withredeyesdisturbingmyprayersession,can’t

thiswomanseeI’mprayingbutIwasn’tina

kneelingpositionmaybeshethoughtIwasjust

sleeping.Iopenthedoorandshethrowsherselfon

mehuggingmythighsasshekneelsontheground

andcryoutloud.Mtho,ZweandGumedecomesto

usinahurry,Idon’tknowwhattodoIjustbrush



herheaddownonmythighs.

Whendidthisonearrive,hislookpiercethroughmy

soul.Theydon’tsayanythingbutyoucantellfrom

theirfacesthattheyarealldevastated.Gumede

groanjustaswearesilentlyspeaking,allthe

attentionisturnedtohim,heburpsandroughly

pushhiswaytome.Heholdmytummywithboth

hishandsstillgroaningmumblingthingsonlyhe

canhear,ittakeshimalmostfiveminutesbeforehe

composehimself.Heturntotheking

“Zwelithinididn’tIaskyounottoletthiskids

leave?”heaskstheking

“What’sthatgotanythingtodowiththis,GumedeI

justlostmysonIdon’tnee….”Gumedecutshim

“Vulaisnotdead”heturnshisattentiontothe

police“Movethisvan”heinstructs.Wealllookat

himconfused,eventhepolicelookslost“Isaid

movethevan,mysonisinthebootandhis

bleedingheavily”heshoutsandpeoplemove



instantly.Oneofthepolicegetsinsidethevanand

moveit,weallquicklygotothebackbutsomeone

holdsmetightonthespot,Iturntoseewhoitis

andit’sNdlovukazi.

“Wecan’tletyouseehiminthatway”sheinforms

crying,IlookinhereyesandIseepain,thepainthat

matchesmineandforthefirsttimeIwailoutloud.

Sheholdsmetightlyrubbingmyback“Look”she

whispersinmyearandIturntolook,Isee

paramedicsplacinghimonthebedputtingan

oxygenmaskonhim.Hiscoveredinbloodbuthis

fine,hisbreathing.Webothsmilecrying,wearenot

smilingbecausewearehappy,wearesmiling

becausewearegratefulthathisalive.

“Mthokozisigetcarstotakeyoualltothehospital”

thekinginstructs,movingalongwithhisbedtothe

ambulance“I’llridewithhim,you’llallfindmethere”

hesaysastheyclosetheambulancecarwithhim

holdingVula’sbloodiedhandinhisgrip.Mthosighs



heavilybeforeroughlybrushinghisheadthenhe

walkstowardsus,heembracebothNdlovukaziand

Iinahugthatsqueezesourneckskissingour

foreheads

“Heisgoingtobefine,heisgoingtobefine”he

repeatsinformingusmorelikehistryingto

convincehimself“Ishouldhavedrovewithyoubut

nomystupidself-decidedtostayan….”Ndlovukazi

cutshim

“Youdidn’tknow.Don’tdothatmtanamiletsalljust

praythathebefine.Nowfindthecarsowecanall

gobewithhim”henodstakingouthisphone

movingtothepolice,sheturnsherattentiontome

“Youlookpale,didtheycheckyou?”Iforceasmile,

cozIfeelpainsbutIcan’tpinpointexactlywhere

“It’sheartache”shesmiles“Idiscoveredtodaythat

mybacksweatwhenI’mreallyscared”shenods

“Ourbodiesreacttofearindifferentways,let’ssitin

thecarinthemainwhile”Inodaswebothclimb

backinthecar“Youreallydon’tlookgoodmakoti,



areyousureyou’reokay?”Inod“I’mhavingyou

checkedouttoowhenwegettothehospital”Inod

again,tobehonestIalsofeelinpainbutmymanis

aprioritynow,mypaincanrelaxIwilldealwithit

onceI’msurehisgoingtobefine.

Ourrentalcararrivedandweallwenttothehospital.

Nowwebefriendthewait,wehavebeenwaitingfor

hoursnoonehascometoupdateus.IknowIsaid

nonewsisgoodnewsbutnowthewayI’mso

nervousI’mstartingtosweateverywhere.Theking

askedMthotobookNdlovukaziandIthenearest

guesthousetogosleepbutnoneofusbudged.We

haveallbeensittinginthiswaitingareawithour

headsboweddown,Iguessweareallprayingfora

miracle.

Ithinkit’stheweehoursofthemorning,Idon’t

knowhowIsleptonthischairbutIdid.Iyawn

recoveringfrommychairsleep,ouch!Myback

hurtsmore,Iguessthisistheresultofsleepingon



thechair.Ndlovukaziiswideawakenexttome,she

brushesmyhandweaklysmiling

“Youshouldhavewenttotheguesthouse”she

says,Iweaklysmileback.Shelookstired,

exhaustedandstrained.Beingaparentishard,

beingherrightnowisthemostdifficultthingon

earth.Iguessshecouldn’tsleepnotknowinghow

hersonis,allofthemlookawake.IguessI’mthe

onlyonewhoslept.

“Theyhaven’tsaidanything?”shedenieswithher

head.I’mwearingSango’scoat,theymusthave

coveredmewithitwhenIwasstillasleep,Ialso

don’tknowhowitgotherebecauselastIremember

itwasinthecarbutthatdoesn’tmatternow,I’m

gratefulIhavesomethingthatsmellslikehim.I

smilethinkingofhowhechangeshiscologne.I

lovehimregardlessofhisthousandchanging

colognesbody.

Thereiscommotionoutside,wehearanoisy



disturbanceandsomesecurityrundownthe

corridorgoingoutside.Ithinktheyaregoingtostop

whateverishappening,aswestillwallowinginour

sorrows,weseethegirlswalkingin.wealllookat

themshockedastheywalktowardsus,thesecurity

followthemaskingthemtokeepitdown.This

hospitalisgoingtobecongested,somuchpeople

onlyforoneperson.“Howishe?”theotherone

worriedlyasks,Ithinkit’sSphe,theking’seldest.

WhentheyareinagrouplikethisIsometimeshave

difficultyindifferentiatingthem.

“Westillwaiting”Mthoreplies“Howdidyouallfind

out?”heasksalthoughIdon’tthinkthat’simportant

rightnow

“Haven’tyouseen”wealllookather“Bhutiis

trending,wefoundoutfromsocialmediathathe

wasinvolvedincaraccident”

“WHAT?”Mthoshoutsstandingup,hetakesouthis

phoneandwalkawaycursing.WellI’mnot

surprisedIdidseepeopletakingpicturesand



videos,societyhaslostitsway.Everyonefind

themselvessits,somesitonthefloorandLuyanda

comestositnexttome

“I’msorry”shesayssittingnexttome,Ijustnod

“I’mreallysorry,areyouokay?Youlookpale”Inod

againIdon’thavethestrengthtodealwithheror

anyoneelse,forsomereasonIfeelweak.Shesighs

“Iknowyoudon’tneedthisrightnowbutplease

boitumelocanyoupleasetalktouncleZwetoease

abitonsisLuthando,shewantstocomehereto

seeBhutibutshecan’tcomecozsheisbanned

frombeingaroundyouinanyway”Iwasn’teven

awaysheisnotamongstthemthewayI’msotired.

“Iwilltalktohim”Iassureher,shenodsand

thanksme,justthenmybrotherandSizwewalkin

lookingliketheyarebeingchased.Hesearchesme

throughthecrowd,Ismileseeinghecan’tseeme.

HewalkstowardsMthowhojustwalkedinfromthe

otherentrance



“Whereismysister?”heaskinapanicvoice,Mtho

pointsatmeandherashestomeinpanic.He

embracesmeinaverytighthug“ThankGOD”he

saysscanningme“Areyounothurt”Ishakemy

headno

“Howareyouhere?Howdidyoufindout?”Iweakly

askhimstillinhisembrace

“Socialmedia”herepliesstillholdingmetight

“Theheadlinessays‘VULAMASANGODLOMOAND

GIRLFRIENDINVOLVEDINATERRIBLECAR

ACCIDENT,THEYAREBOTHPRESUMEDTOBE

FIGHTINGFORTHEIRLIVESINHOSPITAL”Mtho

addsreadingfromhisphone“Nxa!Bloody

opportunist,howcantheypublishsomethingso

wrong,theyaregoingtopay”hesaysangrily

“Yourshakingsunflower,areyouokay”helooksat

meonceagainandInod“Comehere”heembrace

meinanothertighthug.Auch!Ifeelextremepainat

theback

“AbutiTjyou’rehurtingme”Isaytryingtountangle



myselffromhistightgrip.Hepatsmybackand

rubsitthenhelooksathisbloodyhandswitha

frown

“Goshturnaroundboitumelo,yourbleeding”

everyoneisaroundmeinaninstant

“I’mnot……”MthotakesVula’scoatoffmeand

indeedI’mbleedingattheback

“Jesus!”mybrotherexclaim

“DOCTOR!!”bothhimandMthoscreaminunison,

Gumedefallsonthegroundgroaningandshaking.

Chaostakesplace,somehelpthegroaningGumede

whilesomearestaringatmybackshocked.Idon’t

knowhowIdidn’tfeelmyselfbleed.Thedoctor

comesrunningandhetearsmyshirtfromtheback,

Iquicklyholdittightlyinthefrontcoveringmyfront

part

“Jesus!Youhaveglassesatyourback,comewith

me”hesayspullingmeaway

“SheispregnantDoc”mybrotherinformshimas



wewalkaway

“Thankyouforlettingmeknow”hesaysaswe

alreadydisappeardownthecorridor“Youwerein

anaccidentwithhim”Inod“Andyoudidn’tfeel

anything?”

“IthoughtIwassweating”

“Itmustbeshock,getinhereandlie-downonthe

bedfacingdownwards.Wegoingtohavetoremove

thisglassesbutIcan’tgiveyouanythingforthe

paincozyourpregnant”Inod“Iwillberightback,in

themaintimetakeoffyourclothesandwearthat

gown”hesayspointingatthegown“Youalsolook

pale,Ithinkyoubleedmostlyfromtheinside”he

saysscanningmyfacethenslightlyhittingmywrist

“Yourenergyisquitelow,whenlastdidyoueat?”I

shrug,hehuffsandtellsmehiscomingback.

Gooddaymypeople.Enjoy

Remembertolike,comment,shareandplease

pleaseinvitefriendssowegrowourpage
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*WHOAREYOU*

Thepainofshatteredglassesbeingremovedfrom

mybackwasunbearable,Iaskedthedoctorifthe

painmatcheslabourpainshelaughedandsaid

whatIfeltwasnothingcomparedtolabourpains,

hesaidhewouldratethepainIfelta5/10while

labourpainsare10/10.Iamgettingmoreworried

thinkingaboutchildbirth,itdoesn’thelpthatLulu

oncetoldmeeverythingaboutitshesaidmy

cookiesisgoingtostretchsobadthatittearsapart,

shealsosaidsomethingaboutbeingstitchedwitha

staplerthatonecreepsmeoffandmakesmethink

ofshittingthischildifit’spossible.

ThedoctorsaidImighthavebeeninjuredduring

thecollisionwhenthebackwindowbrokesinceI



wassittingatthebackbutduetoshockIdidn’tfeel

anythingbuthesaidIdidn’tbleedfromtheinside

ashethought,healsosaiditwasjustminorcuts

andIshouldhealquitequickly.

Ndlovukaziorderedascantomakesuremybabyis

fine,itwasthefirsttimeshesawthebabyandshe

wasquiteemotionalbutshewasconfusedwhen

shesawonebabywhereastheyseemtothinkI’m

caringtwins.WhenIaskedaboutSangoshe

changedthetopicIhaveafeelingtheyarehiding

somethingfromme,IwishIcanjumpthisbedand

gostraighttohisroombutI’mnotallowedto,the

doctorstrictlyorderedmebedresthesaidIneedto

sleepbutIcan’tmythoughtsandmindarewith

Sango.IneedtoknowifhisokaymaybeImight

sleepthen.

“Youlooktiredsunflower,youshouldrest”hesays

cominginwithfood

“IambutIneedtoknowhowheis,Iwillrestafter



beingupdated”hesighs!Hestillawkwardaboutme

havingaboyfriend,hegivesmealookandIknow

hedoesn’twanttodiscussmyman.

“Nkaejaatleast”(eatatleast)hesaysgivingmea

paperbagandIputitonthetable“Don’ttestme,eja

boitumelo”hecanbesuchabrothersometimes

andIdon’tneedhimtobeabrothernow,Ineedhim

tobeafriendIcoulduseafriend.Itakethepaper

bagandopenit“Howisyourhead?”heasksasI

starteating

“It’sfine,Idon’tknowwhytheydidn’tremovethis

bandage”Isaytryingtoeat,ItotallyforgotIalso

haveaheadinjury

“Waitsinunuyouleaveforoneweek,justoneweek

butokgutlakadiheadinjuryI’mstillwaitingforyou

andyourboyfriendtoexplainthevoicenotewhen

hewakesup”(youknow……..youcomebackwith)

hesayscalm.Idon’twantSangoknowingaboutthe

voicenoteIhavetofindawaytoexplaintohim

withoutincludingSango



“Pleaseabutinotnow,Iwillexplaineverythingto

youonceI’mfinenowIjustwanttoeatandsleep”I

lie,IjustwanttoleavethetopicsoIcanthinkofa

perfectlie

“Okayeatandsleep,I’mnotgoinganywhere”Igive

himaboredlook“I’llsquashthoseuglyeyes”Itryto

eatwithhimstaringatmelikeahawk,thisman

babiesmealot.Hisphoneringsandheanswers

stilllookingatme‘Tyma’…………‘Yessheis

awake’…………..‘Nonothingserious,shewillbe

fine’………..‘Nowhenyoureachsasolgarageask

themwhereGleinMemorialHospitalisat’………….

‘Surepapa,seeyounownow’

“Papaiscoming?”Iaskshockedassoonashe

dropsthecall,henods“Why?I’mfineyoushould

havenottoldhim,hisgoingtomakethisabigdeal”

Iaskworried

“Ididn’t,MmeLebone’sdaughtersawitonsocial

mediaandshowedthem”

“Geez!!Idon’tneedthisrightnowwaitmistress



Lebo……..”hecutsmealreadystanding

“I’mcoming,I’mgoingtowaitforthemoutside”he

saysalreadyonhisfeet“Andoh!Isaidthehead

injuryisalsopartoftheaccidentsinjurysojustplay

along”Ismile

“Thankyouatleastyoustillgotmyback”

“Ialwaysgotyourbacksunflowerbutthatdoesn’t

meanI’mgoingtoletthisgo,Istillwantan

explanationandthatboyfriendofyoursisstillalso

goingtoexplainwhyyouwerehurtinhishomeby

hissisterandnoneoftheminformedus.Andthat

sisterhmk!!!I’mgoingtogoallpantsulaonher,the

okapistyle”hesaysclosingthedoorandIlaugh,I

can’timagenmybrotherbeingpantsulahistoo

muchofasnob.Someonewalksinjustafterhim

“Yourbrotherishandsome,ishemarried?”says

Buhle,Ilaugh

“HeismarriedBuhleandveryold”shesmiles

“Ageisjustanumber”shesaysputtingfoodonthe



table“MaasaidIshouldgiveyouthisbutIseeyour

alreadyeating”Inod“SisiI’mreallysorryabout

everything”IknowwhatsheistalkingaboutandI

reallydon’twanttogothere,herandNkanyeziwere

justpuppetsfromtheirsisterssoI’mnotreally

holdingagrudgeonthembutIstilldon’ttrustthem

either

“Itsokay,howisSango?Haveyouseenhim?”she

denieswithherhead

“Wehaven’tseenhim,onlyMaa,Zwe,Kayandbab

Gumedesawhimandthedoctorkeepsinforming

themonly,itssofrustrating”wellatleastI’mnotthe

onlyonekeptinthedark

“Kay?”Iask

“Unclekubeka,hearrivedafteryouweretakenin”I

nod,wefallintoafewminutesofawkwardsilence

“WhereisKhwezi?”Iasktomakeconversation

“WeleftthematthepalacenaboMaNkosi”Inod

“YazisisiImeantto……..”Zwecutsherwalkingin



“Youweretoldtobringfoodherenotdisturb

makoti”hesternlyinforms

“SheisnotdisturbingmeuncleZwe,sheisactually

agoodcompany”Ilie,weveryawkward

“Still,youshouldbesleepingnotmakingcompany”

Inod“GocallGumedewenatellhimsheisawake”

heinformslookingatBuhlewhoimmediatelyleaves

theroom“Howarethepains?”heasks

“Painfulbutbearable,howishe?”Iask

“NotgoodMakotibutatleastGumedeconfirmed

thathewillbefine”Inod

“Thankyou,Iwasstartingtoworry”hesmilesas

Gumedewalksindrinkingwater

“Makoti”hegreet

“YebobabGumede”hesitsonthechair

“Ineedtoaskyoucoupleofquestions,isthatokay”

Inod,herelaxesfirstonthechairthenhegiveme

thatpiercinglookhealwaysgivesme,alookthat

sayshislookingthroughmysoul“Makotiwhoare



you?”heasksandIfrown,whoamI?That’sa

simplebuttoughquestion

“IamBoitumeloMotaung”Ianswer,helaughs

“YesIknowyouareBoitumeloMotaungbutisthere

anythinglikeanythingattachedtoitmaybe”Ifrown

andheseestheconfusioninmyeyes“Likeme,I’m

SibonisoGumedetheseer”hepointsatZwe“heis

ZwelithiniDlomotheking,youseewhatImean”I

nodbutIstilldon’tunderstand,can’tIjustbe

BoitumeloMotaung

“Ireallydon’tknowwhatelsetosay,I’mjust

Boitumelo”hesighs

“WereyoumaybeadoptedtotheBataungs?”I

disagreewithafrown“Thisisverystrangemtanami

cozIcan’tseeyouandIcan’treadyou”strange

manhereadspeopletoo,IthinkEdwardisgot

competitorinhim“Andthatonlyhappenstopeople

wholieabouttheiridentitytome,apersoncanjust

tellmetheirnameandsurnametheneverythingis

blackandwhiteforme,Icanreadthemand



connecttotheirancestorsbutyouit’sadifferent

case”hesighsfrustrated“Youseetheancestors

showedmethatVulawasinthebootandbadly

injuredthroughhischildinyou,butyouwespend

thenighttogetherandIwasn’tshownyouwere

injuredtoo,Ishouldhaveseenyouwerealso

injuredwhenIconnectedtothebaby.MeaningI

can’tseeyouwhichmeansyouarenotwhoyousay

youare”hesayscalmly,wellmaybemyancestors

arethebusytype,theonesthatownstheancestral

worldtheydon’thavetimetocommunicatingwith

earthseers.Theybusymakinganamefor

themselves

“Youseeonechildnow?”Iaskbecauseheleft

sayingtheremightbetwochildrenandIwas

torturedtoperformthesecondkakaceremony.He

sighs

“That’sanotherthingIstillseeonechild,megoing

tothemountainswaspointlessbecausenothing

wasrevealedtomebutitfrustratesmecozyou

keephavingdreamsabouttwolionsthatinour



culturemeansyouaregoingtomothertwomales”

that’smadness

“MaybeSango…….Maybehemighthaveanother

malechildoutside”Ihateevensayingitbutit’sa

possibility.Imeanheseesonechildandthedoctor

alsoconfirmsonechildbuthisculturesays

otherwise.

“That’simpossible,thebullwouldhavediedwhen

thechildwasconceived,thebulllastdiedwhen

Sangowasconceivedbeforeyou”UncleZwesays

confusedtoo.WellthisiswhatIkeepsayingtoo

muchtraditionwillconfuseyoucoalition

government“Anywayyoustillokaymakoti?Hecan

comebacklaterifyounotcomfortable”saysthe

king

“I’mokayuncleZwe,I’mjustconfusedaboutthis

babythingandalsosurprisedbecauseIdon’tknow

howtoanswerallthisquestions”Itrulysay,I’mless

informedwhenitcomestothespukusworldbutI

haveanauntwithdegreeincommunicationof



spukusmaybeshewouldhavebeenabetter

candidateforthisinterview.

“Backtonotseeingyou,theonlypersonIseefrom

yourancestorsisyourmotherandhersideofthe

family,yourfather’ssideisjustpureblankandit’s

verystrangecoztheonlyblankinmylineofworkis

theonesofroyaltyandtoseethemIhavetoknow

exactlywhichroyaldotheycomefromandknow

theircorrectclannames”hesaysconfused

Haithisisquitestrangeandthisisoneofthe

reasonswhyIdon’tdoancestorsthatgangisquite

corruptandconfusing,theyarelikeacombination

ofJuliusandObama,Sometimestheyarebad

sometimestheyaregood.TheMadibusengsong

type‘sometimesoorange,sometimesogreen,

sometimesoyellow’therobottype.Thespukuswill

corrupteverypennyyouhaveeverysinglemonth,

thismonththeysaytheyarehungryandyouendup

usingyourlastcentstofeedthem,nextmonththey

arethirsty,thefollowingmonththeyarecoldhai!

Theirdemandsneverendthelistisendlessand



mindyouallthisthingsyouhavetoperformwitha

goatslaughteringceremonyandhungryvillage

drunkardseverymonth.

“Soifyoucan’tseemyfather’sancestors,doesthat

meanheisnotmyfather?”Iask

“Idon’tknowmtananibutit’sapossibility,whatI

meanisthatIcan’tseeyourfather’sancestors

meaninghemightalsonotbeamotaungbutyour

fatherorheisoftheroyalbataungandifit’sso

thenwemadetheterriblemistakeofnot

acknowledgingtheirroyalancestorandthatwould

actuallyexplainwhyIcan’tseeyou”wellI’mstill

confused.

“Doyouknowyourclannames?”unlcezweasks

andInod“Pleaserecitethemmaybehemightpick

something”Gumedealsonodsagreeingwithhim.

Wellthisisstrange,Ineverreallypayattentionto

suchbutatleastIknowthem.Myhomelanguage

teacherusedtochaseusoutofclassifwedidn’t

knowourclannamessoImadesureIlearnthem



perfectly

‘KeMotaungwahaMolete

BoMokonebasaesuping

KamonwanwaoMotshonyana

BaejaefodileboMokekeng….”

“Wait”Gumedestopsmewithafrown,hegroans

andburpsabit“That’stheclannamesofthe….”

JustthenmyfatherwalkinwithmistressLebone

andmygrandfather,herushestomeandengulfme

inawarmhug,mistressLebonegreetmytwo

companionbutmygrandfatherstopsonhissteps

ashewasreachingouthishandforahandshake

“Howareyoumysunflower,wheredoesithurts?”

heasksscanningme,I’mlookingatmygrandfather

behindhim.Hisfrownsaysheisnothappyabout

thetwomanintheroomandthewayhisstaringat

UncleZweit’slikeheseesanenemy



“ZWELITHINI”Mygrandfathersayinasternvoice

“MOTAUNG”UncleZwerepliesinshockedvoice

“Whatareyoudoinghere?”heasksstillshocked

“Ishouldbetheoneaskingyouthat”my

grandfathersayscalmbutpissed,Iwonderhow

theyknoweachother

Thestaringcontestbetweenthetwoit’slike

watchingRomanReignsVsBrockLesnarorisit

KaizerchiefsvsOrlandopiratesIdon’tknowbut

thereishatebetweenthetwo,butIknowI’ma

ReignsgirlandIwillalwayschoosehimnomatter

whatsameastheotherteamI’mafraidtosayitout

loudIfavouritsecretlyatthemoment,followingmy

teamit’slikebringingchurchtothetavern.Sigh!

“Whatareyoudoinginmydaughter’sroom?”he

askswithafrown,uncleZwelookathimthenme

thenmyfatherwhosefocusisonmyface,heisnot

payingattentiontotheWWERAWsituationthat

mighteruptbehindhim“Iaskedyouaquestion



Zwelithini”herepeatsfirmly

“NtateMoholohisSango’sfather”(Grandfather)I

informhimcozZwelookslikehisnotgoingto

answer,heseemstobethinkinghard

“Sango?”Bothmydadandgrandfatherasks“Vula

papa”henods

“Theboyfriend”heturnsandtellshisbrotherthem

heturnsbacktomeagain“ButIthoughhesaidhis

fatherdied”myfatherasksme

“I’mhisuncle”uncleZwefinallyspeaks

“TAU”Mygrandfathershouts.Myfatherturnsto

himwithafrown

“Keng?”(Whatisit)heasks

“TellmetheboythatimpregnatedBoitumeloisnot

aDlomo”heasksalmostpleading

“HeisaDlomo,kengbothatamorena”(What’s

wrongchief)myfatheraskswithafrown

“Ohlord!Howarewegoingtogetoutofthisone”

mygrandfathersaysroughlybrushinghisface

frustrated,heleavestheroombreathingheavily



“Motaunglet’stalkaboutthis,Ireallydidn’tknow

sheisyourdaugh…”UncleZwesaysfollowinghim

out.

“SunflowerIwillbeback,Ineedtofindoutwhat’s

wrongwithchief”Inodandhekissesmyforehead

“IsentTjtobuyyousweetshewillbebackwith

themjustnow”Inodsmilingasheleaves.Mydear

exmineworkertohimIwillalwaysbeababywho

criesforsweets.

IlookatGumedewhoisstillsittingsmilingatme,

mistressLebonegivesmeaweirdlookthenshe

looksbackatGumedeIhopesheisnotthinking

thatheismyblesser.Gumedestandupstillsmiling

andpatsmyshoulder

“IgiveittoVulaheoutdidhimself,hehadtogoand

fetchtheforbiddenfruit”hesmilesshakinghis

head“NowIcansafelysayIknowWHOYOUARE”

hepausesabit“YourjourneywithVulaisgoingto

needresilience,someonewhocanwithstandany



stormandI’mgladtosayyourthatperson,please

domeafavour”Inod“Alwaysfollowyourheartno

matterwhat,yourheartispureitcannevermislead

you”Inod“Iwillseeyoulater,letmegostopthe

brewingfireoutside”

EnjoyyourSundaymypeople

Iloveyoualltothemoonandback

Pleasecommentcommentguys,comments

discourageme.alsolike,shareandinvitefriends

ifwereach400likesIwillpostanotherinsert

tomorrowbutifnotwillwaitforTuesday
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*LIVEWITHWHATYOUHAVEANDMAKEPEACE

WITHYOURHEART*

ThemostawkwardpeopleonEarthshouldbeme



andMistressLebone,shesitsstilllookingatme

andIcan’tmatchherstaringcontest.Ithinktheyall

thinkIcan’tseesheisdatingmyfatherwhatIdon’t

understandiswhynoonebotheredtotellme,my

brotherisalwaysjumpyatthementionofhername

whereasmyfatheralwayschoosetoignoreorrun

wayfromthetopic.WellI’mwillingtoplaydumbas

theythinkIam,Ijusthopesheknowshow

importantmyfatheristomeandifevershehurt

himinanywayI’mcomingforherwithmyDragon

ballZGokumoves.

“HowisDikeledi”Iaskobstructingthe

awkwardness.Dikelediishereldestdaughterwe

grewtogether

“Sheisfinethebabyiskeepingherbusy”shesays

“Isn’tsheingrade1or2”

“Shehadanotherone3monthsago”

“Ohthat’sniceyoushouldgivehermynumbersI

haven’ttalkedtoherinages”shesmilesnodding

thenwefallintoanotherawkwardsilence.



WellItriedifsheisnotgoingtotrythenI’malsonot

goingto,sheistheeldestandbangingmyfather

whileatitsheshouldbetheonetryingthehardest

towinmeoverandshewasmyprimaryschool

teacher,I’msurethereisplentyofthingsshecould

askmeifshewants.Mybrotherwalksinonour

deadsilencewithaplasticofgoodies,heglancesat

methenatmistressLebone

“MmeLeboneIgotyouadrink,Ihopeitwillbe

okay”hesayshandingheracolddrinkandmea

plastic.Igostraighttoicecreamandmurderitright

away

“It’sokayTj,thankyou”shenodsappreciating

“WhereisMakatleho?”sheasksdrinking

“SheislookingaftertheboysandDinny,shemoved

inforawhileIcouldn’tletherbealoneinher

situationespeciallylatelyshecan’tstandSizwe”my

brothersayeatingpeanuts.Iamactuallysurprised

shetalkstomybrotherwhilemeshejustanswers



whateverIask

“Whenissheduekganthe?”(Exactly)sheasks

“I’mnotsurebutAuntyDeesaidsheisthree

monthsaheadofTumi”mybrothersaythenhe

looksatme“Howfarareyousunflower?”heasks

“Fourmonths”

“Meaningsheissevenmonths”shesaysandmy

brothernods“Wellitsunderstandablemostwoman

hatestheirmanwhentheyarealmostdue”IhopeI

don’tturnoutlikethat.

Myfatherwalksinlookinglikehesawsomething

fromthepast,helooksagedlikeheoncelivedthen

diedandcameback.Hesitsonthechairopposite

meandsighsheavilythenlookatme

“Boitumelo”Yoh!Myname,whathaveIdone“Did

youknowyourboyfriendisfromaroyalfamily?”he

asksstaringatmeandInod“Whydidn’thetellme

whenhecametopaydamages?”Ishrug,hesighs

againandlookatmybrother“Andyou?Didyou



know?”heaskshim

“IrecentlyjustfoundoutIalsodidn’tknow,whyis

thatimportant?”mybrotheraskswellIalsowould

liketoknow

“Morenawillexplain,I’mindisbeliefmyselfmy

daughtercan’t…..”hepausesasifthinking“Hai!

Anywaybabyismygrandbabyalsookay?”Inod

“Goodgoodbutpleaseexplaintomehowwereyou

stillthere?Iagreedforyoutobetherefora

ceremonyweekendonly”eish!weliedtohim“And

yousaidyouwentwithMakatlybutturnsoutyou

wentalone”Ilookdownbitingmynails

“I……I…..She….”shit!

“Shehadtocomebackearlybecauseofworkand

theboys,Nunustayedbehindbecausethe

ceremonywasn’tadaything”mybrotherlie

“Whyareyoucoveringforher?Iknowshelieswhen

shestutter”myfathersaylookingathim

“Sheisjustnervouspapacozshedidn’twantyouto



makeabigdealoutofthis”hereplies

“Whatareyou?Herspokespersonmaybe?Nxa!

Bloodykidsganginguponme,ebilewhereismy

changewenatalkative?”MistressLebonelaughs

“CalmdownboNtate”MistressLebonecalmshim

downlaughing

“Thistwoalwaysdothistome,theyganguponme

allthetime.IwantmychangeTau”myfather

persistonthechangeissueopeninghishandto

him

“I’mkeepingitforyourgrandsons’pocketmoney,

thoseeatmymoneylikethereisnotomorrow,I

can’tbetheonlyonetheyeatwhentheyhave

grandfathersandaunts”mybrotherrefuses

“ExactlyAunts,what’sthisonedoingwithher

money?Sheshouldbetheoneresponsiblefor

pocketmoney”myfathersaylookingatme

“I’msavingtobuymyselfacar,Ican’tbeeatenby

HlonyandZany”Isayindulginginmyyoghurtnow

“SayssomeonewhoserentI’mpaying”mybrother



throwsajabandInarrowmyeyesathim

“Maybeyoushouldbuymeacartoodon’tyou

think?”Isarcasticallysaybuthelaughs

“Iloveyoununubutnotthatmuch”

“OkayBobo”Isaypissed

“Okayyoutwo,Iwouldlikeyoutwotoclarifythe

rentthing”shit!Webothlookateachother“Now

nunuandbobo,papawouldliketoknowwhyis

BobopayingrentfornunuwhenIknownunuand

bobostaytogether”hesayspissed“Today

children”heshoutsabit

“PapaIwantedmyownspace,I’mtoooldtobe

stayingwithmybrother”Isay

“Andwhendidyourealisethat?”Ilookdown“And

wena?”heasksmybrother

“Eish!Papayoudon’tunderstandtrulyspeakingshe

isoldshe…….”Myfathercutshim

“WaitsiItrustedyouwithmysunflower,my

daughtercan’tbestayingaloneinJhbthatplaceis



verydangerousforagirlchild”Ifeellikerollingmy

eyesbutthisisnotthetimetobehiskid,Ineedhim

toknowI’magrownasswoman.Ishiftabitand

takebothhishands

“PapaI’m27yearsoldgoingto28whileatityou

alwayssaidyoudon’twantanyonewhocompleted

thecalendarunderyourroof”hechuckles“Thisis

mebeingawoman,Iknowyouwantmetobeyour

girlforeverandIwillalwaysbebutI’myourgrown

girlnow,I’mgoingtobeamotherinacoupleof

monthspleaseallowmetheindependencyof

expressinglifeasituntangles.PleasepapaIneed

tostandfirmformykidIcan’tmothermybabywith

youalwaysbabyingmewhat……..”hecutsme

“Nxa!Oyahlanya,youwerecomingokayuntilyou

tellmenottobabyyou,youwillalwaysbemybaby

IwillbabyyouforaslongasIlikebutIhearyoumy

baby,Iwilltoneitdownabit”(Yourcrazy)Inod“So

sincewearebeinghonestIalsohavesomethingto

tellyou”helooksatmistressLebone“MmeLebone

andIaregettingmarriedverysoon”hesays



hesitantly

“Oh!Congratulations”Isay

“That’sall?”heandmybrotherbothask

“Yeswhatdidyouexpect”Iask

“Jooo!YoureallyaregrownmybabyIexpectedyou

tothrowatantrum”hesayslaughingwithmy

brother,Igivethembothastare

Mygrandfatherwalksinfumingshootingsweat

digestingallthelaughterinaroom.Ithinkhe

shouldgoauditionformarvel’sactionthriller

movieshehasthatscaryauraabouthimwhenhe

likeshecanmakethegreatAfricandevilcharacter,

helooksatmeforagoodtwominutewithout

sayinganything.Isquirmonthebed

“Notnowabutiplease”myfatherbegs

“Ifnotnowwhen?WhenTaubecausethedamage

isalreadydone?”heasks

“Idon’tknow,letsatleastwaitforhertobe

dischargedthenwecansitherdown”myfather



continuestobeg

“Ican’tbelievethishappenedrightunderyournose

Tauthecityhasconsumedyousobadthatyou

forgotyourroots”headmonisheslookingatmy

father“andnothisishappeningnow,thispeople

arealreadycallinghermakotiIcan’thavemy

daughterweddedwiththemnever!”hebreathes

heavilybeforehesitsontheothersideofthebed

nexttome

“KengNtateMoholo”(What’swronggrandfather)I

askbecauseIhaveneverseenhimthisfurious

“Ngwanakayoucan’tmarrythatboy”(Mybaby)he

saysbrushingmyhand

“Yeswenotgettingmarriednowbutwewillwhen

weareready”Iinformhim

“Youcan’tTumi,notnownoteverit’spainful

enoughtoknowyouarecarryingachildofthe

peoplewhokilledyourgrandparents”Ifrownwith

myheartbeating50000km/sbutwaitwhatis

grandparents?Inmyworldthereisnosuch,those



peopleareprobablylegendsintheancestralworld,

what’sthatgotanythingtodowithmebeingwith

mymanandmygrandparentishimbeingmy

father’sbrotherandmygrandmotherishiswife,

that’sthegrandparentsIknow“Yesbabytheytook

somuchfromus,ourparents,ourcrownandour

honourandnowtheywanttocleansetheircursed

seedwithyousonobabyI’mnotgoingtoallow

that”hesaysstillbrushingmyhands

“NtatemoholoIdon’tunderstand”Iwobblysay

“ItoldyounotnowMorena”myfathershoutshim

buthejustlooksathimwithoutsayinganything

thenhereturnshisattentionbacktome.

“Babylongtimeagobeforeyouwereborn,before

evenyourfatherwasborntheBataungwerethe

mostrespectedkingdomintheEast.My

grandfatherruledwithsomuchintegrityeverything

hetouchedmanifestedintogreatness,hislands

wereforverevergreen,hislivestockwasinlarge

abundance,hisspringsneverrundryandmostly



hislandwasblessed.Everythingandeveryonethat

livedintheBataungvillagewereblessednot

blessedwiththerichesoftheworldbutblessed

withnurtureofnature”hesaysinapainedvoice

“You’refromthelineofroyaltyntatemoholo”Iask

astonished“Doesthatmakeme……”hecutsme

“YeswearealloftheBataungroyalclantumibutlet

mefinishfirstthenyouwillask”Inod

“Welivedinharmonysomuchthatwedidn’tpay

attentiontoanoutsidercominginourlandstorip

everythingawayfromus”hesighs“Onethunderous

nightmyfathercamehomewithasickoldmute

manhesaidhehadfoundhimbytheriver

unconscious,hehadnothingtohisnamejusthis

walkingstick”

“Yourfatherfoundhimoryourgrandfather”my

brotherinterruptasking

“Isaidmyfather,mygrandfatherwasakinghe



didn’thavetimetobeherdingcows”hesaysnot

pleased“Andshushpeopleyouwillgetyourturnto

askwhatever”weallnod“Mygrandfatherbeingthe

generousmanhewasheopenedhishometohim.

Hebathed,clothed,feedandnesthimbacktolife”

“Thatwasniceofhimhewas….”Icuthim

exsasperated

“AbutiTau!”Ishout

“What?”

“Canyoushushplease”Ibegannoyed

“Don’tshushmewena,I’mnotyourmateIwill

smackthatassyour‘grown27yearold’won’t

believeit”Ihatehimsometimes

“Doyoutwowantmetocontinueorwhat?”my

grandfatheraskannoyed

“Pleasecontinue”webothsay

“Whentheoldmanrecoveredwerealisedhewasn’t

mutehewasjustsosickthathecouldn’ttalkbut

whenheeventuallyspokewehitanothermilestone



theoldmanspokeanativelanguagetous,he

spokeZuluandwespokeSothosotherewasa

clashoflanguage.Oneoftheelderssuggestedwe

getatranslator,itwashardbackthentofindpeople

whoknewmorethanonelanguageifyouwerea

Mosothoyouwereone,youspeak,eat,drinkand

liveSesothosameasalltheothertribes”he

tightensthegriponmyhands

“SoaquestwasmadethatKingMorenaMotaung

thefirstisseekingaZulutranslator,peoplecame

fromeverywhereclaimingtheycoulddoitbutnone

succeededweevenlosthope,theoldmanwas

alreadybeingtaughtSesothocoznohelpwas

comingbutaftertwofullmonthsawomancame

claimingshecoulddoit.Indeedshedidit,she

translatedsoperfectthatweallunderstood.The

man’snamewasMkhontoDlomothefirst

he…….”Mybrothercutshim

“MkhontoDlomoasinVula’sdeadfather?”heasks



withafrown

“NoTjMkhontoDlomothefirsttheirfather,Vula’s

fatherwasMkhontoDlomothesecondhewas

namedafterhisfatherthatbetrayedus”heclarifies

“ContinuebutIstillhavequestions”canhediefor

now,hissoslow

“Hesaidhewassenttousbyhisancestorstobe

blessedbythegreatKingMorenaMotaungsohe

cantakeoverthethroneintheZululand,hesaidhis

journeywasyettobeginandheneededtobeunder

KingMorena’snestsothathecanbeblessedfor

hisjourneyahead.Webelievedhimbecausewe

alwaysheardthattherewasafalloutofakingdom

intheZululand.Mygrandfatherdidwhathewas

meanttodo,heblessedhim.

Mygrandfathergavehimtwoseedsofblessings,

onetoplantinhishomesteadforeternalwealthand

secondtoprotecthimfromenemies.Buthewas

toldthatheshouldreturntheseedsofblessings

backhomewhenthingsstarttoworkoutforhis



kingdom.Hethankedmygrandfatherdearlywhen

heleft,itwasbittersweetformyfathercozhehad

livedwiththeoldmanforalongtimethathetook

himasanuncleashewasabitolderthanmy

father”

“Ntatemoholosorryneah,buthowoldwasthe

man?”mybrotherasksandhowisthatanyofhis

business

“Idon’trememberIwasakidmyselfbutheandmy

grandfatherwerealmostthesameage,hewasold

Tjwayolderthanmyfatherthat’swhymyfather

calledhimuncle”hesayswithasigh

“Okaycontinue”mxm!Brotherswehave

“Indeedoursocalled‘uncle’thrivedheservedhis

peoplewithsomuchpower,hebecameoneofthe

greatestkingstolive.Hekeptintouchwithmy

grandfathertheybecameclosefriendsineverything

soclosethateventheirkingdomswereunited”

“ThisuncleisVula’sgrandfathernotVula’sfather

right”mybrotherinterjectonceagain



“Yes”bothmygrandfatherandreplyhimirritated

“OkayIwillshush,Ijustneedclarity”hesays

raisingbothhishands“Continueoldage”hesaysto

mygrandfatherandIlaugh

“Otlanyelawena,oldageisyourfather”(Youwill

shityourself)myfathergiveshisbrotherafrown

“Anywaythingstookaturnwhenmygrandfather

startedtogetsickhetookastepdownfromthe

throneandinauguratedmyfathertotakeover

beforehediedbutmyfather’srulingwasn’tas

blessedasmygrandfather’sthingsstartedto

crumbleatthekingdom.Hewastoldtogoto

Mkhontotoseektheseedsofblessingbackhome

butoursocalled‘UNCLEMkhonto’chaseduslike

dogs,headamantlyrefusedtohelpmyfather”he

saysinapainedvoice

“That’sblackpeopleforyoubutwasn’thiskingdom

goingtocrumbletooifhegavebacktheseeds”my

brotherasks

“No,theseeds’mainpurposewasjustanaidfor



newrightfulkingstoblesstheirvillages,when

thingspickeduphewassupposedtoreturnthe

seedsbackhome,everythingwasstillgoingtobe

okayinhisvillage”heexplains

“OkayIseemeaningheletgreedconsumehim”my

grandfathernod“Okaytswelapele”(Continue)

“Myfather’srangewasindescribable,wewanted

whatwasrightfullyhisandheknewthatifhecould

findwheretheseedswereburiedhewouldhave

whathewanted.SoIhadtobefriendMkhonto

JuniorwhowasVula’sfathersothatIcandrunk

himandmakehimtalkandindeedourplanworked

hetoldmewheretheseedswereburiedwhenhe

wasdrunk.Itwasglorytouswewerefinallygoing

togetbackwhatwasrightfullyours

Myfatherandtwoofhiselderssettogettheseed

backatnight,Iinsistedongoingwiththem

somethinginmewasjustnotrightonourwayto

thezulus.Wewentstraighttothekraalwhere



Mkhontojuniorhadtoldmetheywereburiedbutto

oursurprisewefoundarmedmansittingwaitingfor

us,theydidn’tevenasktheybrutallyshotallofus,

myfathercoveredmewithhisbodyheheldmeso

tightbeneathhimeverybulletthroughhim,hislast

wordstomewastorunformylifehetoldmetorun

andneverlookbackhesaid“Morenangwanaka

ntshepiseokekewakgutla,tsamayangwanakaolo

busaseoosefuweng,peoyaronaeilengwanakae

kekeyakgutla.OPHELEKASEOONANGLESONA

OETSEKGOTSOLEPELOYAHAO”asingletear

escapehiseyeashesaythelastpart(Morenamy

childpromisemeyouwon’treturn,gomychildand

rulewithwhatyouhaveourseedwillneverreturn

mychild)(LIVEWITHWHATYOUHAVEANDMAKE

PEACEWITHYOURHEART)

Weallfallintoamomentofsilence,Ilookatmy

talkativebrotherbutheisjustassilentaseveryone.

“That’sthestoryofhowIbecameachiefnotking,

peoplebelittledme,theycursedandmortifiedmeI

wentfrombeingadestructionkingtoachief,they



blamedmeforthefalloutoftheBataungvillage.I

tookmyfather’sadviceIneverfoughtevenasingle

oneofthem,evenwhentheydemotedmeto

chieftainshipIwasstillokayItookmyfather’slast

wordsasawayofliving‘Livewithwhatyouhave

andmakepeacewithyourheart’.Assoonasmy

father’snewsbrokemymothercouldn’ttakeit,she

gavebirthtoaprematurebabybeingDineoand

diedafterlabour”

“That’showyoucametohaveachiefunclenota

kingunclesongwanakaIamreallysorrybutyou

cannotmarrythatboy”hesayspleading,Ilookat

myfatherandmybrothertheybothnodasthey

agreewithhim.

DearLordwhatamIgoingtodo?

Remembertolike,comment,shareandinvite

friends

Luvyoumypeople
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*THEUNEXPECTED*

Growingupisoneofthehardeststepsoflifeone

hastogothrough,sometimesIwishIcangoback

tobeingcarefree,beingalittlegirlwhocriedfor

sweets,beingalittlepersonwhosejobwasjustto

eatcozinmycaseIhatedbathingwithpassion,I

wasthatkidwhennicelybathedneighbourswould

ask“Jooonunuzaomontlejwang,odulamokae”

(Jooobabygirlyousopretty,wheredoyoustay)

notknowingI’mtheculpritwhoranwithherchange

yesterday

Ibrushmytummyandlookatit“Whatismommy

goingtodomybaby”Isaywithabrokenheart,Iam

gracefullybrokenIdon’twanttochoosebetween

theloveofmylifeandmyfamily.Familyismyroots,



mybeginning,myfoundationbuttheloveofmylife

isapartofwhoIam,Icanneverbecomplete

withouthimandhavingtochoosebetweenthetwo

islikechoosingbetweenheavenandJesus.

AbutiTJsaidhebookedahotelforallofthemsince

I’mbeingdischargedtomorrowtheysaidtheywant

tomakesuretheyleavewithme.Choiceswere

madeforme,theymadeachoicethatIwillstay

awayfromSangoitwastheirchoicenotminebutI

don’tknowifIcanlivewiththatchoice,Idon’tknow

ifIwillabidewiththeirchoice.

InthemidstofitallIknowSangowouldtakea

bulletforme,Iknowhewouldgrossoceansforme,

Iknowhewouldputmefirstnomatterwhatand

thisismeputtinghimfirst.Iwastoldearlierthatmy

grandfather’slastwordswere‘Livewithwhatyou

haveandmakepeacewithyourheart’andthisis

melivingwithwhatIhaveIhopetheyunderstand

becauseIammakingmyownchoice.



IguessImanagedtosleepwithmyheavyheart

becauseI’mwokenupbytheraysofsunlightthat

beamsthroughthewindow.Itakethisasachance

toshower,Ndunabroughtmybagandphone

yesterdayaftermyfamilyleft.Iamshoweringfor

thechaosI’mabouttocausetodayIamseeing

SangowhethertheywantornotandIhopefortheir

sakesnoonestandsinmyway.

AftermyminishowerImakemywaybacktomy

roomwhereIfindmyfamilyanxiouslyawaitingme,

theirstarespiercethroughmyheartIdon’twantto

breaktheirheartsbutIdon’tseeawayout.My

brotherexcuseshimself,heknowsmemorethanI

knowmyselfandIthinkrightnowhejustrealised

thatI’mabouttobreakmyownfamily.

“Dumelangbathobabaholo”(Greetingelders)Iget

inandputmytoiletrybagonthebed

“Dumelangwanaka,howyoufeeling”my



grandfatherasks,hisaskingforeveryone

“I’mfinentatemoholo”henods,Isearchmy

father’seyesbuthelooksdownIthinksomehowhe

knowswhatI’mabouttodotoo

“Good,collectyourthingssowecanleavewillsign

everythingbyreception”mygrandfather

enthusiasticallysay

Isighheavily“Ican’tleaventatemoholo”hefrowns

“Whynot?”heaskswithafrown

“NtatemoholoI’msorrybutIlovehim”Isaynot

lookinghimintheeyes

“WhatareyoutryingtosayBOITUMELO

MOTAUNG”heshoutsmynames

“IamsayingIlovehim”that’sallimsaying

Helooksatmewithapainedstare“Letmegetthis

straight,youarechoosinghimoveryourfamily?”he

asksaquestionIhavebeenapprehensiveto

answer.Ican’tlookhimintheeyebutIcanfeelhis

painedglanceatme.



“I’mnotchoosingntatemoholobutIlovehim”Iam

stillnotlookingathim

“Let’sgoabuti”forthefirsttimemyfatherspeaks.

Hepathisbrotherwhogivesmeonelastpained

lookbeforetheyexitsthedoor,tearsinvoluntaryfall

myeyesMistressLebonegivesmeapitifullook

beforeshefollowsthetwogentlemanout.Ibalance

myselfwiththebedasmykneesfailtocarryme

beforeIreachthefloorandweep,Iweepsilently

rockingmybodybackandforthaspooloftears

silentlyflowdownmyeyes.

Ifeelweak,Ifeelalone,Ifeelabandoned,Ifeel

neglectedbutmostlyIfeelpainedIdon’tknowhow

I’mgoingtostandupfromthisfloorbutIknowI’m

tooweaktostandonmyown.Mystrengthislying

lifelessintheotherroomIdon’tknowwhoisgoing

tobestrongforme.

IseehishandreachingouttomeIdon’tknowwhen

hegotintheroomIhavebeenstaringatthefloor



lookingatmytearsfallhopingforamiracle,his

watch,shoesandcolognegavehimaway,Ithought

heleftbutIguessIwaswrong.Isniffwipingmy

tearsasIraisemyheadtolookathim,hiseyesare

asredasmineIcanseehecriedtoo.

“Come,tlohamofatshe”(getupfromthefloor)he

sayshelpingmeupandforthefirsttimeIweakly

cryinhisarms.Hebrushesmybackhushingme

“Stopsunfloweryougoingtohurtmyniece”he

sayswipingmytears“Everythingwillbeokaybaby

sitonthebed”hemakesmesit“Youwantsome

water?”Idenywithmyhead

“Thankyouforcomingbackabuti”Isaywitha

painedtremblingvoiceasIcontinuouslywipemy

fallingtearswiththebackofmyhand

“BabyIwouldn’tleaveyoualonewhenyouneedme

themost,nowstopcryingyoulooklikeHela”he

saysnowwipingmytearswithhisthumbsand

kissingmyforehead

“Theevilsister?”henod“ThenyourLoki”weboth



laugh

“IdeservetobeThor,mygoodheartcouldn’tleave

youalone”hesmilesbrushingmybackaswesiton

thebed

“Thankyouabutiwakayou’rethebest”Iwrapmy

handsaroundhiswaistandlaymyheadonhis

shoulder

“Itsokaybaby,butwehavetoleavetomorrowI

haveworkonMonday”heinformsme

“IalsohavetogotoworkonMonday,tomorrow

we’llleaveIpromise”Isayhappily,henods

“Howaboutwegoeatthenyou’llgoseeyour

baboon”Inarrowmyeyesathimandhelaughs

“Nowilleatlaterbutpleaserefrainfromcallingmy

manababoon”Igivehimascarystare

“Aooshame,areyoutryingtoscareme”heraises

hiseyebrow“Thentryhardernunumaybeifyou

werewithnonoIwouldbeintimidatedthatonecan

creepevenJesushimself”webothlaugh“Speaking



ofnonowhenlastdidyouspeaktoher”nonois

Lulumyfriendbackathome

“Hmk!Ihaven’tspokentoherinages,why?”Iask

“IsawherWhatsAppstatuslastnight,let’sjustsay

itwasratheralarming”Ifrown

“Whatdidshesay?”Iaskpanicky

“Somethingaboutbeingbetterdeadthanalivebut

shejustfeelsbadaboutleavinghersonwithnoone

behind”

“What?AbutiIneedtocallhermaybehermother

hasstartedagain”Isayreachingformyphonebut

it’sdead.NowIwishIcarriedmyothergolddigging

phoneswithme“CanIborrowyourphone?”Iask

“NO”

“WhatdoyoumeanNo,myfriendcouldbedy…….”

Hecutsme

“Iwasn’ttellingyouthisforyoutopanic,let’sdeal

withyourbaboonfirstthenyoucanreachoutto

nonookaymysunflower”mxm!Iwillneveroutgrow



thatnamewillI?Inod“Goodsowhatdoyouwant

todonow”

“Iwanttoseehimbobo”helaughsstandingupand

reachingformyhand

“Let’sgoseehimthen,Ihopeheknowshow

importantheistoyou”Ilaughcozheneverwants

totalkabouthim“IfheeverbreakyourheartI’m

collectingthewholesquadtobreakhisneck”the

squadisagroupofhim,abutiMorenajunior(Mj)

andLekgotlamycousins.

WemakeourwaytoSango’sroombutwefindit

empty,mybrotheraskedthenurseandshetoldhim

hewasmovedtorecoverywhichisinotherward,

shegladlydirectedusandwemadeourwaythere

asweapproachtheroomIhearvoicesandthey

makeouttobeNdlovukazi,UncleZweandUncle

K’svoices.Mybrotherstaysbehindhetellsmehe

willbeoutside,Inodandmakemywayin

“Sanibonani”Igreetshyly.Thiscombination



intimidatestheshitoutofmeandIwasn’t

expectingtoseethemheresoearlyinthemorning,

IjustwanttoseethisgorgeousprinceCinderella

sleepingbeauty

“Makoti”UncleZweacknowledgesme“Pleasesit

downmtanami(mybaby)”Hesaysstandingfrom

hissitnexttoSango.Isitandholdmyman’shand.I

hateseeinghimlikethis,heissopowerless,so

helplessandsoweak“Makotiwe’llgiveyouspace

butcanwetalkmtanami,Ibelieveweoweyouan

explanation”hesayshesitantly.TobehonestIdon’t

wantnoexplanationnow,Ijustwanttobealone

withmyman.

“WE?”Unclekaskswithraisedeyebrows

“Yeswe”

“WellIdon’toweanyonenothing,MakotiIdidn’t

knowaboutallthisIjustfoundoutyesterdaylike

yousoI’msorrymybabybuttheonewhooweyou

andyourfamilyexplanationsisthisoneandmaybe

thisonetoo”hesayspointingatuncleZweand



Ndlovukazi

“Don’tdareinvolvemeinyourfamily’sshenanigans

IwasjustadaughterinlawIknewnothingabout

this”Ndlovukazireprimandexasperated

“WellyouwereMkhonto’swifewhowasphysically

involvedinthis”

“So?Hewasyourbrothertooifyoumustknow”

“Shutupbothofyou”UncleZwecommands

“MakotifirstIwouldliketoapologiseofhowyou

foundout”Inod“ButIwantyoutoknowmtanami

asGumedetoldyouearlierwedidn’tknowyouwere

Morena’sdaughter,YesthesurnameMotaung

clickedthat’swhyIsendKubekatothedamage

negotiationstomakesureit’snottheMotaungswe

knowandheconfirmeditwasthedifferent

Bataungshencewecontinuedwitheverything”he

sayshesitantly

“IonlyknowyourgrandfatherMorenaIdidn’tknow

yourfatherwashisbrother”UncleKexplains

further



“Buttheylookalike,howcouldyouhavemissed

that?”UncleZweasksirritated

“Iwasakidwhenallthisshithappened,youand

Mkhontoweretheones’whohadseenthemanface

toface,youonlyshowedmeaflippingblackand

whitepictureofthemansoI’msorrymymemory

couldn’tgraspthe1950’spictureintoanHDone”

unclekayanswersannoyed.SomehowIbelievehim

heisaboutmyfather’sageandifmyfathersayshe

wasakidwhenallthishappenedthenhewasone

too.

“Don’tdareshoutatmeKubekaI’mnotyourmate

andIstandbymywordthisisallyourfault.You

weresupposedtoknowduringthenegotiations

but…..”

“Willyoutwostop”Ndlovukaziinterjectsannoyed

“Thisbackandforthwon’thelpthesituationwhat

needstobedonenowistorectifythemistakesyour

fathermade”

“Andhowdoyousuggestthatbedoneifyour



husbandcouldn’tdoithimself”UncleKthrowsa

jab

“Youungratefullittlebastard,mysocalledhusband

thatyoukeepthrowingunderthebusdid…..”

Sango’smachinebeeprapidlyceasingthe

argument.Theyallstandontheirfeetandcome

towardsthebed,hishandsqueezesminetightly

andmyheartbeatintensely,everhadafearstruck?

Thekindoffearthathitsyourheartonceand

passesthat’swhatjusthappenedtome.

Thedoctors’rushesinchasingusout,weallsit

silentlynervousoutsidetheroomprayingfora

miracle.Thegirlsallwalkinintoourdeadsilence,

theycanseethatweareinthemidstofaturmoil

noneofushavetheabilitytoreturntheirgreetings.

Theyjoinourdeadsilencewithoutsayinganything.

Afterwhatfeltlikeagesoneofthedoctorscomes

outoftheroomandweallstand

“I’mgladtoinformyouallthatheisawakebut……”

noonewaitsforhimtofinish,weallthrow



ourselvesintheroompushingeachotherthrough

thedoor.Youwouldthinksomethingwaschasing

usintotheroomthewaywesqueezedourwayin

totheroomthroughthedoor.

Thenurseisbusytyingabandagearoundhishead

aswewalkin,helooksatuswithafrownthenfix

hispillowsitingupstraight

“Andthennina?nonkeningenangokugijimaasif

ngiphetheinumberyelotto?”(You’llcomeinrunning

asifIhavelotterynumbers)Nooneanswershis

stupidquestion,Ihearmultiple‘thankGod’fromthe

room.TrulythankyouGod,thankyouhisback,you

broughthimbacktousGod.“Ngiyabongababygirl,

unezandlaezithambekamnandi”(Thankyou……you

havenicesofthand)hethanksthenurseandwinks

ather,sheblushesprofuselywalkingout.Thisman

mustn’ttryme,Ididn’tdisappointmyfamilyforhim

toflirtwithnurses

“Vulahai!StopdisrespectinguMamtaung”Zwe



reprimand

“Who?Kantiyoudon’twantadaughterinlaw?”he

askslaughing,histheonlyonelaughingnoneofus

gotthejoke“Kwenzejaninganinonke,kungani

nimuncuekusenisoo”(What’swrongwithyouall,

whyyou’llsosoursoearlyinthemorning)okay

somethingiswrong

“Iamgladyou’reokaymfanani,yougaveusalla

fright”uncleKsayeasingthetensionintheroom

“It’sdayslikethiswhenIwishIwaswhite,white

peopleknowhowtoreactinsituationslikethisyou

wereallsupposedtowalkinheregivingmehugs

withdifferentfoodparcelsbutnoallIgetisstares,

kantiwhatswrongngani”heasks

“Vulauright?”hismomasks,Ialsocansee

somethingisoffishmaan“Youseem,Idon’tknow

notyou”

“NdlovukaziI’mfineallIneedistoeat,canyou

pleasebemymomandgetmefood”wellIguess

hisfine,helooksathissisters“Andthennina?

Kantiyiniwithyoupeople”Ialsodon’tknowbut



somethingisnotcompletelyokay.Nkanyezithrows

herselfwithbuhleonhim“That’smorelikeit”he

saysbrushingthem,MthoandNdunawalkinwith

foodpaperbagsandtheydon’tbelieveit,theyboth

fistbumphimhappily

“Yoh!Ndodayougaveusafright,howyoufeeling?”

Mthoaskshappily

“Youhearthatpeople,thisishowyoureactwhen

youcometoseesomeonewhoalmostdied”he

throwsajabatusthenturnhisattentionbackto

Mtho“Ngirightbafobutngilambeeee,niphetheni?”

(I’msohungry,whatdoyouhave)hesaysalready

openingthepaperbag.Hiseyeslandsonmewhen

heraisehisheadfromthepaperbag,hefrowns

lookingatmethenatMtho“Andthen?Uyithathaphi

inganeenhlekangaka?”(Wheredidyougetsucha

beautifulgirl)heasksMthowhofrownstooand

lookatme

“Mamtaung?”Mthoasks

“Who?”Heasksbackconfused



“MamtaungasinMaDlomo”Mthoexplains

“MaDlomo?”hefrownsandlookatuncleK“Athird

wifereallyunclek?Andsheisveryyoungcomeon

what’swrongwithyou,sheismoremytype”he

saysmurderingachickenthigh

“Sheisnotmywifesheisyourwifedamnit,what’s

wrongwithyou?”unclekaskspissed

“Mywife?”hefrownsandlookatMthowhonods

“Wife?Maa”hismomalsonods“Haibo!sisiumhle

yezwaandmaybewhenIgetoutofherewecango

onadatetogettoknowyou,Idon’tknowwhatmy

familyisplayingatbutIdon’tmindIcanmarryyou

eventoday”I’mprayingthisisajoke

“Vulayoudon’tknowher?”Zweasks

“Yes,butIdon’tmindgettingtoknowhersheismy

type,youchooseanotherroyalwifeforme?”he

happilyasksZwewhosighsindefeatandasks

Ndunatocallthedoctor.Ifeelweakonceagain,my

heartisnotbeatingatanormalratethiscannotbe

happening,Ididnotexpectthisatall.Thedoctor



comesinandzweexplaintohimwhatishappening.

Idon’twaitforhimtofinishImakemywayoutas

theyarebusystillfocusingonthedoctorandSango.

IfeelweakasIwalkdownthecorridorIhavenever

beensodisrespectedandhumiliatedinmylife.

AfterwhatfeltlikealongwalktofreedomIfinally

makemywaytothecar

“Let’sgoabuti”Isaygettinginthecar

“Gowhere?”heaskswithafrown

“Home”helooksthroughme“Hedoesn’tremember

me”Isaywithtearsfreelyflowingmycheeks
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FRUSTRATIONS

Ourdripbackhomewasratherlongandsad,my

brotheradamantlydenieddroppingmeatmyhouse

weonlywenttheretogetmyclothes,hesaidI'm

movinginwithhimuntilhissureI'mokay.WellI

don'tblamehimIamamess,I'mheartbroken,

frustratedandlonely.Hishousethoughisabit

crowdedbothDinnyandImovedin,Dineoisa

dramaqueenshedoesn'thaveanyproblemsshe

justcan'tstandSizwerecently,talkaboutdramatic

pregnantwomanbutIhappentodiffercozIknowI

amapregnantangelVulawouldattesttothatifhe

wasinhisrightstateofmindIamdramafree

"Youlookhuge"shewalksintotheroomdrinking

milkteaifthereissuch,sheboilsmilkanddipjoko

teabagthenaddsugarthat'sherrecenttea.Her

cravingsareextremeandspeakingofhugesheis

theonewholookslikeballoonsfromhellI'mway



sexythanher

"ThankyouDineoMotaung"Itrymybestnottolook

affrontedasIsarcasticallythankher

"TonightI'msleepingwiththeboys,youpushedme

allnightlong"shesitsonthebedasIammakingit

"I'mmakingthebeddinnymove"sheistoolazy

"andyou'rewelcomedtosleepwiththemifyou're

readyfortheirkicks"Isayfinishingupmytask

"Whenareyoumovingbacktoyourhouse?"she

asks

"WhenyoumovebacktoyoursIwillmovetoonow

gofreshenupyou'realreadydrinkingteawithout

washingyourface,didyouatleastbrushyour

teeth"Iaskdisgusted

"Doyouperhapsresideinmymouth?"Igivehera

look"GomakemebreakfastI'mnotyourmate"

mxm!

Idon'twanttobelikeherwhenIgrowupsheis

bitterasfu*kthispregnancyismakingherhate



everyone,Iseewhytheydon'tgetalongwithSizwe

sheistheproblemandontopofeverythingsheis

verylazylately,shebosseseveryonearoundand

makesthemdowhatshewants.LastnightwhenI

arrivedshedidn'tcarethatIjustcamefromthe

hospitalshewastellingmetocookshewantsfood

cookedbyme.Nxa!BloodypregnantpigI'mnever

gettingpregnant……oh!nevergettingpregnantafter

thisone.

Imakemyselfcerealandsitonthechair,I'mnot

makingbreakfastthosewhodon'tfeellikecereal

willhelpthemselvestodayI'mnotwillingtodo

anything,Ijustwanttoeat,sleepandcatchupon

myworklaterIhaveworktomorrow.Irememberto

callLuluasI'meatingImeanttocallherlastnight

butmybatterywasflat,Irushbacktotheroomto

getmyphoneandIfindDinnysleepingontopof

thebedncncncnc!Pregnantwoman!

Tonsofmessagesandmissedcallsfloatmyinbox



asIopenmyphonemostlyfromtheDlomos,well

I'mnotinthemoodtohavemydayspoiledIwill

dealwiththemlater,Iamreallyfrustratedwiththis

wholesituationImeanhowcanamanwho

promisedtolovemeforgetmebutremember

everyone.Itdoesn'tmakesensetomeandit

frustratestheshitoutofme,nowIhaveasuicidal

friendtodealwithIwilldealwithmyfrustrating

situationlater

'Girlfriend'shesoundsenthusiasticanswering,we

usedtocalleachothergirlfriendsallthetime

'Mygirlfriend,howareyou?'Iask

'I'mokaynowthatIhearfrommygirlfriendwho

forgotme'

'Iamsorry,IknowIhavebeenanass'Iapologise

'It'sokaybabyIguessyouwerebusy'

'That'snotanexcusethough,howhaveyoubeen

reallyLulu'sheknowswhatI'masking,shekeeps

quiteabitbeforeshereplies



'Idon'twannatalkaboutitTumi,tellmesomething

happyaboutyou'sheisavoidingthetopic

'Idon'twanttotellyouanythinghappyIwantyouto

tellmewhat'sbotheringyou'shesighs!

'ShehasstartedagainTumiandnowit'sworseI

lostmyjob'dearLord

'OhLulu,whydon'tyoucomelivewithmemaybe

youcanfindsomethinghere'Ipoke

'NoTumiIcan't'shedenies

'Please'Iinsist

'WhatwillIdowithboy,youknowIcan'tleavehim

wit…..'Icuther

'Comewithhimplease,we'llfindhimschoolhere

justaskfortransferletterpleaseLuluIwillsend

youmoneynowassoonasIdropthiscall,youcan

comeeventomorrowIfeelbadenoughthatI

haven'tbeenthereforyouasafriend.Please

girlfriendI'mbeggingyou.Youhavenothingholding

youbacktherejustcomeherewe'llfigure



everythingout'Ibeg

'CanIthinkaboutit?'sheasks

'No,I'msendingyouinstantmoneynow,Iwantyou

inataxitoJHBtomorrowwithboyanddon'ttellme

aboutwashingyourclothesfirstyouwillwashthem

here'shelaughs

'Alwayssopersistenttumibutnottomorrowat

leastTuesday,tomorrowIwillgotohisschooland

askfortransferletter'

'That'smygirl,nowyouspeakingmylanguage'she

laughs

'Thankyougirlfriend'shesincerelythanksme

'ThepleasureisallmineandIamtrulysorryI

wasn'ttherethistime'

'Yourforgivengirlfriend,listenIhavetogoand

washourclothesforourdriptoJHBwe'lltalklater

neahandthankyouonceagain'

'Sharpbabe,we'lltalklater'



Idropthecallandsigh!Ican'tbelieveIhavebeen

soconsumedinmysorrowsIforgottheonlyfriend

Ihave.Luluhaveanabusivemotherthatwoman

doesnotdeservetobecalledamother,shedoesn't

treatherchildrenequally.Heryoungestdaughter

hasthreechildrenbutyouwouldswearsheisa

virginthewayhermomfavoursher,sheneverdoes

nowronginhermother'seyeswhereasLuluand

herboyarealwaysmistreatedandabused.

Acallfrom'Boo'disturbsme,BooisSangoandlast

Icheckedhedidn'trememberme.Iamtemptedto

answeritbutIrememberitmightbeoneofhis

familybecauseIhaven'trepliedanyoftheirtexts.I

rejectthecallandcontinuewithmyinstanttransfer.

Ikeepmyselfbusycleaningthehousethewhole

morning.Makatlyisadecenthumanbeingunlike

someofus,shegoestochurch.Shetookher

husbandandherboysandofftheywenttochurchI

havebeenleftwiththemoodyDinnywhojusteat

andshout,Iwonderhowhercolleagueshandlesher

moodswings.



Mybosscalledearlierhesaidheheardaboutthe

accidentandIfIamnotwellIcanhaveanother

weekoff,ItotallydeclinedIneedtokeepbusysoI

forgetaboutmybaboon.Dineowalksinthelounge

looking….What'sthewordI'mlookingfor,welllet's

justsayherdressisasshortasthatgirlfromthe

Croods'dressIthinkhernameisEepifI'mnot

mistaken

"Andthen?"Iaskenjoyingapacketofchips

watchingamovie

"Sizweistakingmeoutonadate,howdoIlook"

sheaskstwirling

"Ithoughtyouweren'ttalkingtohim"Iremindher

"Don'tremindmestupidthings,howdoIlook?"she

asksannoyed,wellI'mgoingtobehonestshecan't

walkoutofthishouselookinglikethat

"Youlooklikeyouoffernightservices"Iwinkather,

hereyesglitterwithtearsinstantly

"AreyousayingIlooklikeawhor3"sheaskswitha



tremblingvoice,wellIdidn'twanttoputitlikethat

butyeah!Shekindlookslikeone.Afreakishone

whileatit.

"What?No……whatImeantisI'msurewecanfind

somethingmoreappropriateforsomeoneinyour

condition"Iexplain

"Someoneinmycondition?AreyousayingI'mfat

cownow"Jesus!What'swrongwithher?She

stormsbacktothebedroomandslamthedoor"You

willtellSizweI'mnolongergoingwithhimbecause

Iamfatmaybehewilltakeyourslimflatstomach

out"sheshoutsfromtheroom.Mxm!Iamnot

goingtobothermyselfwithpregnantwomen,they

aremoodyasfu*kwellexceptme,Iamanangel.

Eish!Thedoor,whoisitthismovieisgoingquite

wellIdon'tneedanydisturbancesIsitstillholdinga

miniboardmeetinginmyheadcontemplating

lazilytostandandopenthedoororletwhoeverisit

leavebutIhearitopen,Iwonderwhoisitletting

themselvesinpeople'shouses



"PeopleI'mhomeeeeee"shescreamsfromthe

kitchen.Ohboy!What'sshedoinghere

"Lehlohonolo,Thokozane"shescreamsagain

draggingwhateverthatnoisythingsheisdragging

"Joooo!Lemenemeneomoo"(Backstabberyou're

here)sheexclaimswalkingintotheloungedragging

ahugesuitcase,youwouldswearshejustcame

backfromParisandthathatshouldbeillegal.She

istakingtoomuchspacewiththathat,sheshould

bechargedwith'atmosphereabuse,orspace

abuse'"Andwhyosaarabehakekokota"(Whydon't

youanswerwhenIknock?)sheasksdroppingher

weightnexttome

"DumelaAuntieDimpho"Ipolitelygreetwithoneof

myitchingfakesmiles

"IjustrememberedIdon'ttalktosell-outs"shesays

openinghersuitcasewhichisquiteempty.She

takesoutanewtabletandgiveittome"Createa

Facebookaccountformebutdon'ttalktome"my

dayjustgotruined,howamIgoingtothat?Dinny

walksinstillinhershortdress"Jowe!Pregnant



prostitute"sheexclaimindisbeliefstaringather

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"Dinnyasksannoyed

"Thisismynephew'shousewenapregnant

mahosha,oteneng?"(Youpregnantprostitute,what

areyouwearing)sheasksagainstillIdisbelief

"It'sasexyeveningdressthatyouwouldn'tknow

nothingabout.Mymanistakingmeout"Dinny

replieswithanattitude"Yourhatisuglyandtoobig

bytheway"sheinformsher

"Aman?Youmeanyourspermdonor"shelaughs

"YoushouldseeawhitemanIgotmyself,that's

whatIcallaman.HechangedmythinkinghesaidI

canbeanythingIwantinlife,heinfluencedmeto

thinkanddoeverythingpositively"shesayslostin

thinkingassheinformsus

"Whatwhiteman?"Iaskastonished

"Myboyfriend,wegoingtoshowyouhowit'sdone.

Wearefirstgettingrichtogether,thengetting

marriedandlastlygettingpregnant,that'showit's



doneunlikethetwoofyouwhostartedwiththelast

step.Andtheproblemwithstartingwiththelast

stepisthatyouwillneverhittherichstageyour

bothgoingtoenduppoorbeggingmeandmywhite

manformoneybutdon'tworrypreggiesIwillhelp

you"shedelightedlysaybelievinginherself"Are

youdonewena?Ineedthisonetohelpmewithmy

businessbeforeshegoestosell"sheasksme

"Youdon'thavedata,Ican'topenyouaFacebook

accountwithoutdata"Itellher

"BuyitBoitumelo"sheinformsmewithafrown

"Buyitwithwhat?"

"YourmoneyBoitumelo,usethosebankwhatwhat

youalwaysuse,Kengkawena?Whyareyoutrying

tosabotagemybusiness?"sheasksirritated

"Whatbusiness?"Dinnyasks

"IjusttoldyoutwoI'mbeingrichthisyear.Thenext

MaMkhizekindofrich"hmk!That'smadnesssheis

aimingtohigh"That'swhereyoucomeinngwanako



hae"(mylittlesis)shesayslookingatDinny

"Iamlistening"Dinnyinformsherlistening

attentively

"Iwanttoopenanonlinestockvel,Iwillinvitemy

churchmemberstojoinandwegiveeachother

moneysomethinglikeMMMbutminewillbe

DMMMM.EricsaidIneedtoopenafacebook

accountwiththatnamesoIcangetmore

customersandthat'swhereyoucomeinDinny,I

wantyoutodothosebusinessthingsyoudo,get

meloadedclientsfromyourwork"shesaysproud

ofherself,Ilaughduetodinny'sexpression

"Youwanttoscampeople?"Dinnyasksastounded

"It'snotascam,itsDMMMMDimphoMotaung

MoneyMakingMoola"sheexplainsthinking

"AlthoughEricsaidIshouldn'tusemynamebutI

kindwantpeopletoknowit'smesomyenemies

canseeI'mprogressing"wondersshallnevercease

inthisworld

"WhoisEric"Iask



"Myboyfriend"shesmiles

"Howoldareyouagain?"Iask

Shefrowns"Howisthatanynoneofyourbusiness

wenabackstabber?"sheaskspissed"Nxa!Ihate

stupidquestions,soDinnyyouwillgetmeyour

clientsright"sheaskssmiling

"NO"Dinnyrefuseher

Shefrownagain"NO?Whatdoyoumeanno,Dineo

Ibathedyou,Iclothedyou,Ifedyou,Idid

everythingforyouchildtheleastyoucoulddois

helpmewithmysecondbusiness"sheinforms

shouting

"Second,what'sthefirstbusiness?"Iaskwith

raisedeyebrows

"Oh!Ifinallydecidedtoputmyqualificationsin

gooduse,Iamopeningmyownpractice"shesays

happilyonceagain

"Whatqualifications?"webothaskbewildered.This

womandoesn'tevenhavestandard10whichwas



grade12backthen.Weweretoldshefoughtwith

herteacherandsheneverwentback

"MyPhdinAncestralcommunicationseeing

doctorate,thatoneisalreadyoperatingIbought

everythingfrommyhattoshoeseventhattablet

withthemoneyImadefrommyfirstclients.

ConsultationfeeisR300andhealingyoufrom

whateverisgoingonisanotherfee,itdependson

theproblembutnothingislessthan500inmy

practice"HAIBO!"Icanhelpyoureunitewithyour

familyTumiallyouhavetodoispayR300for

consultationsoIcananalysetorootoftheproblem

thenmaybeR1000becauseit'syou.Iwillgiveyou

watertobathwithforaweekandnextweekyouwill

callyourfamilyandapologiseaoooo!youwillbe

forgivenlithis"shesnapsherfingers.Dinnyis

laughingherlungsout

"ThankyouManebutIwillbefine"Isaywiththe

fakestsmile

"Mxm!Enemyofprogress"shesayslookingatme



withadispleasedface"AndyouIcanhelpyouget

married,withlessthanR2000youwillbeMrs.

Sizwe"nowit'smyturntolaugh

"Witchesaren'tthosethatflyatnightonly"Dinny

informsannoyedasthedoorbellrings

"Mxm!Anotherenemyofprogress,gogetthedoor"

shetellsDinnywholooksatmeandIpayattention

totheaccountimnotcreating.I'mtoocomfortable

tostandforameredoor"Haibo!"sheexclaims

"I'mbusywithyourFacebook"Iexcusemyselflying

"I'mtired"Dinnytellsherbeforesheasks

"Mxm!"shesaysstandingupgoingtoopenthedoor

withnothappywalkingsteps."Oh!Zulumen"she

shoutsfromthekitchen"Comein,yourtimingis

perfectIhaveabusinessstockvelIwantyouallto

join.JoiningfeeisR50butbecauseit'syouallIwill

makeitR200soyourmoneycandoublequickly"

shesaysrecruitingwhoeversheistalkingtoand

wehearmultiplelaughter's.Thatlaughtermaaan!It

soundslikemyman'slaughterbut……maybeImiss



him"Youarehereforyourpreggies?"sheasks

"Followme,butyouarealljoiningR800onthetable

gentleman,supportblackgrowingbusiness"she

sayswalkinginwith……myeyesmustbedeceiving

meheshouldbeinthehospital

"Sango?"Istandupastonishedgoingtowardshim

Hesmiles"YoucallmeSango?That'sevenmore

sexierwhydidyoudisappearonyourhusband"he

winksandtakesbothmyhandkissingthem,Ilook

atMtho,NdunaandSizwetheybothlookatmewith

pleadingeyes.Mthoisevenmumbling'please'

behindhim

Ifakeasmile"IamsorryhusbandIhadan

emergency,whydon'tyougogetmyaunt'sstockvel

moneyinthecarsoshecanletyoutakemeout"I

saybrushinghishands"Themoneyisinthe

dashboard"Iinformhimstilltryingtopersuadehim

"YouevenknowwhereIstashcash,youaremywife

aren'tyou?"hesayshappily"Iwillbeback"hesays

kissingmyhandsonceagainbeforedisappearing.I



sighexhaustedalready

"Ididn'tknowZulumenareromanticmaybeI

shoulddumpEric"I'mnotgoingtoanswerherI

needanswersfromthisones.Iturntothem

"Explain"that'sallIsaylookingatthem

Mthosighs!"Hestilldoesn'trememberyou.

Somehowhewastakenbyyourbeautyhe

dischargedhimselffromthehospitalandtoldmeto

helphimlookforyou.Iwantedtowarnyoubefore

wecomeherebutyouweren'tansweringourcalls,I

evenshowedhimyournumberssohecallssothat

hecancalmdownandsleepbuthefirmlyrefused.

Hisdoctororderedhimbedrestbutherefusedhe

saidhewantstoseeyoubeforehesleeps"he

exhalesheavily

"IknowthisisreallyhardforyouMakotibutplease

playalong,thedoctorsaidhismemoryshouldbe

backoncetheswellinggoesdowninhisbrainhe

askedthatwegethimbacktohisnormalroutine

andweshouldavoidstressinghimsohedoesn't



havetothinktoomuchsothattheswellingcango

downquickly.Hesaidoncetheswellinggoesdown

thenhewillsurelybeokayandrememberyou"he

sayssadly

"Wait?Zulumendoesn'tknowwhoheis?"myaunt

asksandMthonods

"PleaseplayalongpleaseIambeggingyou"Mtho

begs

"ThisisfrustratingMthoHmmm!Heremembers

everyonebutme?Howisthatevenpossible"Ishout

abit

"HonestlyIdon'tknowbutthedoctorsaidthis

usuallyhappensinrarecases,hesaidhismind

mighthaveblockedyoucozyouwerethelastthing

onhismindwhenhisheadhittheblow"heexplains

furtherstillpained

"ThisisfrustratingMtho"Isighindefeat

"Idon'tunderstandwhyyoubeingdramatic,you're

alreadysleepingwiththeman.Youshouldbehappy



hewantstobewithyou,imagenifwastosleep

someoneelse"shesaysproudofherthinking

capacity

"Really?Mane"Iaskedannoyed

"What?It'sstillhimmoos"sheexplains

"Yahbutnothimhim"Iclarify

"Whatever,handmethattablet"shesays

dismissingmeandtakinghertab"HowdoIwriteon

thisthing"shesayshittingthescreen"Opena

typingpage"shegivesthetabtoMthowho

reluctantlytakeitandopenawordsheet"Names,

OhthisoneIknow"shesayspointingatSizwe

"SizweSperm-donorZungu"Mtholaughsasshe

types"You?"sheasksNduna

"Iamnotjoining"Ndunainformsher

"Ididn'taskifyouwerejoiningornot,Iwantyour

fullnames"shetellshim

"NdunaButhelezi"

"NdunastingyButhelezi"shesaystyping.Mthoand



Sizwelaughs"You?"sheisnowlookingatMtho

"Youknowwhat,IamnotjoiningbutIwillhappily

giveyouthatjoiningfeejustasafeetosupport

blackgrowingbusiness,Iwillevenaddanextra200

ontopofittoshowthatIsupportblackexcellence"

hecharmsher

Shesmileshappily"ThisiswhatIcallarealblack

manwithvision,heseesthatI'mdestinedfor

greatness,heseesthatI'mgoingplaces"Mtho

keepsnoddinginagreement"Thisiswhatyouall

shouldbedoing,supportblackgrowingbusinesses

stopbeingenemiesofprogress"shesaysstanding

up"Doyouwantanythingtodrinkbaby?"sheasks

Mthoandhenods"Comingrightupyellowmellow,

relax,youcanevenputyourfeetonthetable"she

yellswalkingdownthepassage

HappySundaymypeople
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UNEXPECTEDSHINES

Idon’tknowwhocameupwiththephrase‘blue

Monday’butthatpersondeservesahardbackslap

ontheface,justbythatphrase,thatpersonruined

ourMondays’forevernooneiseverhappyabout

Mondays’.Iameventiredwalkingdownthe

pavement.Ikeepearningmyselfstaresfrompasser

-by’sandIthinkitspeoplewhoknowaboutthe

accident.Igreetourreceptionistandmakemyway

totheoffice,InoticeacoupleofchangesasIwalk

downthepassage.Thepaintisneweventhe

receptiontablewasdifferentIjustdidn’tpaymuch

attention.



“Dumelang”Igreetwalkingin.Hiswithourboss

Thabiso,theonethathiredme.Butthisofficeis

alsodifferentIdon’tseemychairandthesetup

changed

“NiceseeingyoubackTumi,howyoufeeling?”

Thabisoasksconcerned

“Iamfinethankyouboss…..aaaaNtateLehoko

setulosakasekae”(Mr.Lehokowhereismychair)I

askmysupervisorhesitantly

“Oh!Bossherefiguredyoumightneedyourown

space.Youhaveyourownnewoffice”heinforms

me

Aminawe“Really?”Ilookatourbossandhenods

“Wowthankyousomuch”Ithankhimshakinghis

hand

“ThepleasureisallmineTumibutpleaserefrain

fromcallingmeboss,Itellyoueverydaytocallme

Thabiso”Inodsmiling“anywayyouhavebeen

doingasplendidjobinashortspaceoftimesince

youhavebeenheresoIampromotingyoufrom



beinganassistantprojectmanagertobeinga

projectmanager.MrLehokoagreesthatyouare

morethancapableofdoingthejobonyourownso

fromnowonyouwillbothbeourinhouseproject

managers,youwillbothworkhandinhandon

certainprojectsbutfornowIamgivingyouyour

ownbaby.Isecuredthedealofbuildingtwo

factoriesyouwillbemanagingthatproject”I’m

speechless

“Isthisreal?”Iaskstillshocked

Helaughs“Yesit’sreal,let’sgosoIshowyouyour

newoffice”hesaysopeningthedoor

“CongratulationsTumistopbeingshockedand

enjoy”Mr.Lehohoyellsasweexitthedoor

“Thankyouboss”helaughswalkingaheadofme

“ThabisoTumiplease”Inodwithasmile“Ishould

thankTsietsihebroughtbeautyandthebrainsin

mycompany”Inodsmilingagain“Hereyouare”he

saysopeningabeautifulcomfortableoffice“You

candecorateitanyhowyoulike”



“Thisisreallyunbelievable,Thankyousomuch”I

sincerelythankhim

“Stopthankingme,youdeservethisandour

companyisgrowingsoitwasbefittingtopromote

somestaffandhiremorepeople.Hrshouldbe

readywithyourassistantsbynextweekIhopeyou

cancopeuntilthen”

“Iwillbefine,butwhataboutmyteam?WillIuseMr.

Lehoko’steam?”Iaskfeelingmychair

Helaughs“No,youwillhaveyourownteambynext

weekalso.IamdonewiththeprojectinCapeTown

soIamcomingbackhere.Youwilltakemyteam

cozIwon’tbeneedingthemanymoreIjusthavea

fewlooseendstotiewiththembackinCapeTown

butIpromiseyoubynextweektheywillbeall

yours”heinformswithasmile

“ThankyoutrulyMr.Thulo”henods

“Betterthanbossanywayletmegetgoingsoyou

cangetrightintoit,youcanfamiliarizeyourself

withyourprojectthisweekwhileIstilluseyour



team.Iwillemailyoueverythingabouttheproject

whenIgettomyoffice”Inod“Enjoyyourdaytumi”

hesaysexitingtheroom

Wowjustwow,Itakemyphoneandcallmybrother.

IwishIcantellmyfatherandgrandfatherbutthey

arenotspeakingtome

“Sunflower”mxm!

“Bobo”Isay

“Foseg”(pissoff)Ilaugh“Whatisit?”

“Guesswhojustgotpromoted”

“Who”heasks

“Me,Iamthenewprojectmanagerbobo”Isay

proudly

“Ncooo!Mysunflowerbathong!I’mnolonger

payingyourrentfromthismonth”

“WhydidItellyoumara?Mxm!ByeIhavetogo”he

laughs

“I’mproudofyoubabybutI’mstillceasingpaying



yourrent”hesaysanddropsthecallbeforeIargue

Sigh!Blackbrothers!EishIthinkofcallingSango

butIdon’tknow,I’mnotreallycomfortablewiththis

sideofhim,somehowIfeellikeIamcheatingon

therealhimIknowitsmadnessbutthat’shonestly

howIfeelandhavingtoremindhimofeverything

weusedtodotogetherboresmetothecore.Last

nightbeingwithhimwasratherawkward,hekept

staringdeepinmyeyesasifsearchingfor

somethingthenhewouldhaveamigrainecausing

hisvisiontobeblur.Wehadtobeghimtostop

tryingsohardtoremember.

Iavoidedbeingalonewithhimatallcost,Ireally

don’tknowhowI’msupposedtoactandIambit

scaredthinkingaboutlater,Ipromisedtocomesee

himlatertodayforhimtoleaveyesterday.Ihaveto

gobacktomyplacetoday,wearetoocrowdedat

mybrothers’andhavingAuntieDeetherewithher

flybynightbusinessesisdraining.Ihavetocall



Lulubylunchandfindoutifshegottheletter.

Idecidetogettoworkandstophallucinating,well

sinceIalreadyknowtheprojectathandIwillstart

withmystrategicplanning.I’llstartbypreparinga

sequenceoftaskandactivitiestobeperformedto

attainorganizationalgoalsbutfirstthingisfirst,I

needameetingwiththearchitectsohegivesmea

sketchedviewsofthebuilding.Goingsite

supervisionisgoingtoberatherunbearableforme

consideringmycurrentsituationandwearing

overallsandbootswillbeanothervaguesite.An

inaudibleknockgainsmyattentionfromthedoor

andIraisemyheardtoseewhoseblessingmewith

theirpresence

“Comein”Ishout.Thereceptionistwalksinwhose

nameIstilldon’tknowbytheway

“SomeoneisheretoseeyouMissMotaung”she

informshereyeslookingeverywherebutme

“Whoisit”IaskwithagenuinesmilecozIhavea



feelingIintimidateherandIwouldliketoscatterall

that

“Idon’tknow,Ididn’task”shesayslookingdown

“Okayletthemin”shedisappearsclosingthedoor.I

awaitimpatientlyformyvisitortidingupabit

arrangemydeskproperly.Asubtleknockearnsmy

attentiononceagainandthistimesheopensbefore

IinviteherinfollowedbySangowithabunchof

roses.Sheexitsimmediatelywhenhefullygetsin.

“Wowthisisasurprise”ittrulyisasurprise,he

shouldn’tbedoingthingslikethisheisnothimhim

“Iamamanofactions,IfiguredItakemylovely

wifeoutforlunch”okayhisactinghimselfbut….

“Aren’tyougoingtorelievemeoffthis”therosesI

havebeenstaringathimforgettingthetraditionof

beingshoweredwithrose.Istandfrommysitand

gotowardshim

“Thankyouthisisverynice”IsniffthemalthoughI

don’tknowwhythatisdone.Hehasanintensegrin

onhisfacewhenImoverosesfrommyface



“IamsorryforwhatI’mabouttodobutIhavebeen

longingtodothissinceIsawyouinthehospital”he

biteshislowerlipmesmerizingmewithhisintense

starethatinvitesmeinhislustfulmoment.He

gazesdownatmecuppingmyfacewithhisthumb

brushingmybottomlips.Hetiltsmychinup

makingmecontesthisstaredeepinmyeyes,I

wanttolookawaybutIdon’t,I’msocaptivatedin

hisstarethatIfailtoreason.‘Hisstillyourman’my

who*ingsubconsciousremindmewhichmakesme

getmorelostinhisgaze“Ihavebeenlongingto

tastethislips”hesaysleaningdownatmylips

Ifeelhissoftmintytastefullipsonmine,Iclosemy

eyesandgetlostinthemomentasheexploresmy

mouthknottinghistonguewithmine.Foramoment

Isupressthenotionthatheisnohimhim,Ienjoy

thefamiliarsensationIalwaysfeelwhenhe

touchesme.“ThatwasexactlyhowIimagined”he

releasesmebreathingheavilylikemethenkisses

myforehead“Ngiyabongamama”wellthezuluin

himneverrests,hewouldneverforgethiszuluI’m



sureShakaZuluwouldresurrectfromthedeadifa

zulumanforgothiszulu

“Howdidyougethere?”Iaskputtingmyroseson

thetableaftergainingmycomposureback

“Ndunaisoutside,heistheonewhobroughtme”I

nod.Hepullsmecloseronceagainanddelicately

holdsthesideofmywaistgazingdownatme“So?”

heasksandsomehowI’mconfused,I’mconfused

ofhowattractedIstillamtohim,ofhoweasilymy

bodyreactstohistouch,ofthewarmwetness

slowlydampingmydownstairsladyprivatepart

“Lunch”heclarifiescollidinghisnosewithmine

“Wecango”myvoicecomesouthusky.Hesmiles

andperksmynose

“IfwemetthrougharrangedarrangementsthenI

owemyunclemylifeforchoosingafittingpuzzle

ofmyheart”okayI’mtakenbythis,hisaffectionate

sideisstillhereperhapsIhavebeenworryingfor

nothinghestillhim.Anabruptswiftofthedoor

disturbsourstaringcontestasmybosswalkin.



“Oh!SorryI…….IamsorryIshouldhaveknocked,I

broughtthis”hegivesmeafile

“It’sokay”IuntanglemyselffromSango’sholdand

openthefile“Thesketches,thatwasfast”Iraise

myheadandIfindthetwogentlemanstaringat

eachother,mybosslosesthebattleandlooksat

me,IntroductionsIforgot“aaaSango,thisismy

bossMr.ThabisoThulo,BossthisisVulamasango

Dlomo”

“TheHusband”Sangoaddswithanunreadable

expressiononhisfaceholdingouthishandfora

handshake

“Husband?”hefrownslookingatme“Nicemeeting

you,IneverthoughtIwouldmeetyouinpersonI

havebeentryingtogetameetingwithyoufora

whilenow”hesaysshakinghishandback

Sangosmiles“Really?Youshouldn’tgotomuch

hustlesmeetingme,youhaveconnections”hesays

lookingatmeandtheybothlaugh



“AndIintendtousethem.Itwasapleasuremeeting

youIamgoingtobeusingmyconnectionssoon”

theysmile“Tumiyoucanhavetherestoftheday

off,youcan’tdoanythingbeforegoingsiteseeing

withyourteamwhichwillbenextweek,go

celebrateyourpromotion”heexitwithajubilation.I

reallywonderwhyhisthisexcitedmeetingmyfake

husband

“Humbleguy”heremarks“Yougotpromoted?”I

nodwithasmile“Andwhydidn’tyoutellme?”well

becauseyouarenotyou,I’mstillgettingacquainted

tothissideofyou,mysubconscioussaysinmy

head

“IwasgoingtotellyoulaterwhenIseeyou”Ilie

andhenods

“Whydoesn’theknowwearemarried?Andthe

receptionistdidn’tknowanyMrs.DlomoIhadto

showheryourpictureforhertoactuallyknowwhoI

amtalkingabout”Lordofwonderswhyme?Why

me?Thisisexhausting

“Wearenotmarriedmarried,ourfamilieswerestill



negotiatinghencethereisnoringonmyfigure”I

wavemyhandinhisfacelying

Helaughs“Okay,Ishouldtakecareofthis”hetakes

myhandbrushingtheringfigure“Idon’twantyour

goodlookingbossesthinkingtheystandachance”

atleasthisaffectionatesidedidn’tforgetbeing

affectionatetoo

“Sit,letmefinishupsowecango”henodstakinga

sitasIcirclebacktomysitandstartshuttingthe

computerandcollectingfewfilesI’mgoinghome

with

“Yourofficeisbeautifulbutdull,itneedslifethere

shouldbepicturesofusonyourdeskandacouch

whereIcansleepwhenIwaitforyouandwecan

alsodothingsonit”hewinkswithalustfulgrinon

hisface“Thingsthatloverdo,wedidthemright?”I

laugh

“Didwhat?”Ipretendtobecluelessaboutwhathis

askingandforthefirsttimeIthinkthecatcaught

histongue.Hegivesmeastraightlookfailingto



supresshislaugh

“Ngikengakubhebhamama?”(HaveIfu*kedyou)

shit,ifonlyheknew

“Let’sgoIamdone”helaughscozheseesI’m

avoidinghisquestion

Heholdmyhandaswewalkdownthepassageand

Iearnmyselfmorestaresfrommycolleagues,well

Idon’tcaremuch,Idon’tknowallofthemIjust

knowMr.LehokoandThabisoandthefriendly

receptionistwhosenameIdon’tknowbutItalkalot

with.Heopensadoorformewhenwereachthecar

andwebothslideattheback

“AbutiNduna”Igreethimatthefront

“Makoti,howyoufeeling?”heaskswithasmile

“Iamfinethankyouabutinduna”henods

“Siyaphi?”(Wherearewegoing?)heasksSango

“Wearecelebratingapromotion”themuseonhis

facegazingatmetellsmehisthinkingof

something“Takeusekasi,Sbu’scorner”heinforms



himstillstaringatmedelighted“HaveItakenyou

therebefore?”Ishakemyheadno“thenprepare

yourselfforthebliss”

“Wewon’ttakelongneah?”henods“Remindme

whenwegetbacktopassbythemallandbuysome

bedding”

“Okay,yourchangingyoursheets?”heasks

“NoI’mtransformingKhwezi’sroombacktobeing

guestroom,afriendofmineismovinginwithher

son”hefrowns

“Whatfriend?AndKhwezihasaroominyour

house”Inod

“Youdon’tknowher,letmecallherandfindout

howfarsheiswiththeletter”Ifishmyphoneinmy

backanddialLulu

‘Girlfriend’sheanswershappy

‘Heybabe,howfarareyouwiththeletter’Iask

‘Igotitalthoughitwasn’teasybutIgotit,so

tomorrowwearecoming’



‘I’msoexcitedgirlfriendIcan’twait’Itrulyam

excited

‘Metoo,yousuretumiwe’llfindboyschoolthere’

‘Yes,Ihaveconnections’IsaylookingatSangoand

hefrowns‘Let’stalklaterletmestartconnecting

thoseconnections’shelaughs

‘Okaybabe,bye’

‘Nowait’Istopherbeforeshehungup‘Whenyou

seemepromisenottolaugh’

‘Laughaboutwhat?’shesoundsconfused

‘JustpromiseLulu’shesighs

‘OkayIwilltry’Ithinksheisdismissingme

‘Byeheelove’Idropthecallandlookatmy

connection

“Whatisit?”heasksbecauseofmylook

“Doyouhaveconnectionsinprimaryschoolsthat

couldtakeachildmid-term”helaughs



“Ihappentobefeedingdifferentschools,soIknow

quiteafew,whosechildyoulookingforaschool

for?”

“Myfriend’sbutcanitatleastbesomewherenear

myplace”

“Wheredoyoustay?”mxm!Ifeellikerollingmy

eyesthismanhavebeenthereforaslongaswe

havebeendating

“Thelovelyapartmentwewenttolookingforher

yesterday”Ndunaremindshim“Xolaniisaprincipal

inaschoolsomewherethere”Ndunaremindshim

again

“Oh!Yah!Hemighthelp,Iwillcallhimlater”he

turnshisattentionbacktome“Andwena‘miss

connection’whatamIgettingforthis”mxmcorrupt

boyfriend

“Nothing,youbeingmyboyfriendispayment

enough”helaughs“Haveyoudatedyourself?”he

shakeshisheadno“Yourquiteafulltimejobme

boy-friendingyouisenough”helaughsagain

showinghisdimples



Therestofthewayisfilledwithplayful

conversationsandtobehonestIamhavingfun

onceagain,Iamstartingtorelaxwiththishimcoz

hemakesitsoeasybutwhatbafflesmeisthatI

don’tthinkhisawarethatIampregnant.Hehaven’t

saidanythingaboutthebabyandthenormalhim

wouldn’tgoanhourwithoutbrushingmytummy.

Wefinallyarrivedatourdestinationandtheplaceis

exquisite,thesetupjustoutsidetellsyouthisisa

classyshisanyama.Ndunaopensourdoorandwe

bothclimboutholdinghands,hetakesmyhand

bagbeforeNdunaclosesthedoorthenhepullsme

towardstheentrance.Hekeepsgettingcoupleof

wavesandhewavesbacktomostwithasmile,a

cheerfulwaiterwelcomesusaswegetin

“Hau!Harryyyy!”hecheerfullyacknowledgesSango

“Foseg,uphiusbu?”(Whereissbu)heasksthe

waiterlaughing

“Somewherearound,IheardabouttheaccidentI’m



reallysorry”hepities

“It’sokayIsurvived,giveusmycorner”henods

leadingusahead“Whatdidyoudothistimetobe

waitressing”Sangoaskslaughing

“Mxm!Thatbrotherofyoursneedstobelaid,too

muchsaltisnotgoodforamanhisage”Sango

laughsasheopensachairformetosit“What

shouldIgetyouinthemaintimemam?”heasks

meandSangolaughshard

“Thisjobactuallysuitsyoubutaren’tyousupposed

toaskmetoo”Sangoasks

“IknowwhatyoudrinkHarry”hedismisshimandI

givehimmydrinkorderbeforeheleaves

“HisSbu’sbrother,theowner,hemighthavedone

somethingtobewaitressing”heexplainsbrushing

myhand“Whatdoyoufeellikeeatingmyqueen,I

hopeyoudon’tmindthiskindofmenu”hesays

lookingatthemenu

“It’slikeyoureadmymindactually,Ihavebeen



cravingsomethingIjustdidn’tknowwhatitisbut

nowIknowit’smogodu”helaughs“Iwillhave

mogoduwithdomboloandthisacharlooks

appetising,Iwillhaveittoo”hestaresmewitha

frown“Waitthereisphuthutoo,Iwillhavephuthu

insteadofdombolo”

“Youaregoingtoeatmogoduandachar?”he

mustn’tpissme

“Yes,whatiswrongwiththat?”Iaskwithraise

eyebrows

Hechuckles“Nothing”atallfamiliarmanstand

beforeus

“Makoti,Ihavebeenwonderingwhenyouwillcome

here”eish!Hisoneofthebrother’sIforgothisname

“NowthatIknowIwilldefinitelybehereallthe

time”hesmilesandtakesasit

“Mafa-vuka”heislookingatSango

“FosegSbu,I’mwithmywifebehave”hescolds

“Mxm,MakoticanIborrowhimforaminutehewill

berightbackIneedtoshowhimsomethingatthe



back”Inod.Theybothstandupandleavebefore

Sangokissesmyforeheadandtellsmehewillbe

back

Itakethisopportunitytogothroughmysocialsbut

aroaringsoundofamotorbikeearnsmyattention

throughtheglassywall.Hespinshismotorbike

aroundforafewminutesearninghimselfscreams

fromtheladiesoutsidebeforehecomesintoahalt

andtakeoffhishelmet.Wowhisgorgeous,thisisa

truedefinitionofabeautifulman,ifIhadn’tchosen

mypoisonasyetIwoulddefinitelygothatway.He

catchesmestaringasheturnsandIquicklychange

thesideandlooktheotherway.

Wowthatwasclosebutitdoesn’tmatterallthe

ladiesarestaringmoosIwasn’ttheonlyone,I

consolemyselfasthecheerfulwaiterbringsmy

drinkandleavesafterIthankhimandsiponmy

drinkfocusingonmyphoneonceagainbutIfeela

stare,whenIglanceupIfindthegorgeousman

staringdownatme.



Hesmileshmk!Hisevenmoregorgeouswhenhe

smiles“It’srudetostare”hisintoxicatingsmileis

onfullmode

“Iwasn’tstaringIwaslookingsowaseveryone”he

bringshisintoxicatingsmileonceagain

“Wellyouwerelookingheee,Tebogoisthename,

doyoumindifIjoinyou”Eish!

“Ido,I’mwithsomeone”‘onlyifwewerealone,this

guyisgorgeoustruthbetold’Mywh*ring

subconsciousspeaksloudlyinmyhead,Ithink

thereislivingwh*reinmyhead

“CanIgetthenameatleasthee”hebegswithhis

bedroomeyes

“M’sunuisthename”(Cu*t)mypoisonsays

standingbehindhimwithadevillook,eishwhere

didhecomefrom.ThegorgeousTebogoturnswith

afrownbutitdisappearsimmediately

“Vula?Ohheyman”heholdsouthishandfora



handshakebutSangojustlooksatit“Eish!Hadee

VulamaanIdidn’tknowit’syouhere,Ijustsawa

beautifullady”hesmilesnervously“Wheredidyou

findsuchabeautifulgirl?”heaskssmiling

nervouslyagainIthinkhistryingtobepolite

“WheredidIfindher?”hefrownsasifthinking

“Ngaphansikwepitikotilikanyoko”(beneathyour

mother’spetticoat)eish!Isquirmonmysit.Thisis

whatIcallvulgarlanguage

GoodMorningmypeople.

Iwishyouallabeautifulfruitfulday

Rememberheeguysyourcommentsandlikeswill

determineifIpostthenextinsertatnight.it'sall

readyjustwaitingforreactionsonthisone

Remembertolike,comment,shareandinvite

friends
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MYHEAVEN

“Areyounaturallylikethis?Uhambauflirtnezinja?”

(Yougoaroundflirtingwithdogs)hetakeshissit

exasperated

“Don’tdareinsultmeplease”Iscrutinizehis

expressionIdon’twanttoraisemyemotionsas

well

“Whatdoyoucallsmilingwithanothermanwhile

I’minthesameroomwithyou”hisdispleased

expressiontellsmehispissed

“IamsorryfortalkingbacktotheguybutIwasn’t

flirtingreally,canweeatinpeaceplease”Iaskcalm

“Idon’tgiveafuckaboutfoodrightnow”heshouts

abitcausingastareatourtable.OkayItriedto

keepcalmbutthewaymyheartispalpitatingI

knowI’mabouttocombusthim“Nxa!Ihavenever

beensodisrespected”hecontinuesbreathingfire.



Weindulgeinamomentofsilenceafterhismini

explosion,hispissedgazeburnsmebutheexhales

sharplytryingtosupresshisanger.Adifferent

waiterputsourfoodonthetableandIthinkshe

picksthetensioncozshedoeseverythingso

quicklytryingtoescapethefireonthistable,I

glanceupather

“Canyoupleasemakemineatakeaway,imsorry

fortheinconvenience”Iaskwithafaintsmileand

apologize,shenodstakingmyfoodwithherasshe

leaves.Thebulloppositemeisnoteatinginstead

hisstaringatmewithpuredispleasure

“Whatthefu*kisyourproblem?Areyou

intentionallytryingtopissmeoff”hechides.Ihold

mypeaceasIawaitmyfood,thefireburningme

wouldburnthiswholeplacedown.Hesighsheavily

onceagaintryingtocalmdown“Canweatleasteat

inpeacethen,wesupposedtobecelebratingnot

fighting”hisglancesaysotherwise,hisstill

annoyed.Isitstilljustmindinghappytables,he

nowlooksfrustrated.Thewaitresscomesback



withmyfoodandgivesmethepaperbag

“Iforgottoaskforthebilltoo”Istandfishingmy

walletinthebag“Ihopeitcoverseverything”Igive

hermoneyandtakemybagandfoodleavingthe

table.Sometimesyoujusthaveto‘knowwhento

walkawaywhenyoufeelrespectisnolonger

served’onthetable,Ifeelhisstareburnmyback

untilIexittheroom.

Isitonthechairsoutsideandfishmyphonetrying

torequestanuberbutIfeelhiminfrontofme,I

don’tevenwanttoglanceuptoconfirmhimcozI

knowit’shim.Hedoestheunbelievable,hescoops

meupwithoutsayinganything

“Sangouyenzani”(Whatareyoudoing)Iasktrying

tofightmyselfdownhisarmsbutit’spointless.He

walkswithmetothecarwithoutsayinganything.

Hestrapsmeonmysitandrelaxesonhissit,he

breathesheavilyonceagainbeforehetakesouthis

phoneanddialNduna

“WearereadytoleaveNduna”hedropsthecalland



glanceatmeonemoretimebeforehelooksahead

breathingheavily.Ndunagetsinafterafew

minutesandstartsthecar

“Whereto?”heasksashedepartsthegate

“Mysanctuary,myhouse”webothsayinunison

andstareateachotherwithbothdispleasedfaces.

Ndunasighsshakinghisheadandcontinuedriving.

Mygroaningstomachandangercompelsmetoeat

rightinthecar,Iwon’tmakeittomyhouse.He

deeplystaresatmeasIeatandIdon’tcare,Iwish

hecoulddisappearandnotcomeback.I’mso

enjoyingmyfoodIdidn’tevenrealisethatwenow

headedtohissanctuary

“AbutiNduna”Iexclaimdisappointedwitha

mouthful,heshruganddoesn’tanswermeandthe

baboonnexttomesmirks“Nxa!”Isayoutloudand

cringecozIthoughtIsaiditinmyhead.Nduna

immediatelyturnstomewithafrown“Notyouhim

abutiNduna”henodssmilingandthesmirknextto

meisreplacedwithafrown



ThecarcomestoahaltandNdunagetsoutleaving

usinthecartoopenthehousedoor,Sangofollows

himandclimbsdown,hecomestomysideand

closesmytakeaway

“I’mstilleating”hedoesn’tevenlookatme,he

unstrapsmyseatbeltandcarrymetothehouse.

Heopensthedoorwithhiselbowwithmestillinhis

armsandclosesitwithhisleg.Heputsmeonthe

counterandstandbetweenmylegs

“Youcanbringtherestofthestaffinthecarand

leave”heinformsNdunawhoisstandingbythe

fridgedrinkingwaterfromabottlewithagrinonhis

face.Hecomesbackwithmybagsandleftovers

andputitonthesamecounterI’mmadetositon.

“ShoVuvudon’tkillher”hesaysandleavesbefore

hewinksatSango.Ididn’tknowhecanbestupid

too,howisthisonegoingtokillmeI’mtheonewho

issupposedtokillhim.

Helooksatmewithanunreadableexpressionfora

minute,Itrytoclimbdownthecounterbutheholds



mythighsstill

“Doyoualwaysdefymelikethat?”Idon’tanswerI

justlookathim,hechucklesbeforehecupsboth

mybreaststhroughmyshirt.

Ifrown“Whatareyoudoing?”

“Ngilungisaudoti”(I’mfixingshit)heroughlyholds

bothsideofmyshirtandripitapartcausing

buttonstoflyacrosstheroom.Igaspindisbelieve

“Sangooetsang?”(Whatareyoudoing?)Iaskonce

againinahuskyvoice

“Shhh!Angithiasikhulumiminanawe,nowshutup

andbemygirl”(isn’titwearenottalkingmeand

you)hefeelsmyboobssqueezingthemthroughmy

brawithhiseyespartiallyclosed“Ilovelace”he

saysstillsqueezingmyboobs.Hmk!Ifthisnigger

thinksI’mgoingtosleepwithhimthenhiscrazier

thanIthought,Iamnotopeningmylegstohim

especiallywithhimstillinhisforgettablestate



“Iamnotgoingtosleepwithyou”Iinformhimwith

afrownstaringdownathim,hesmirksandopen

hiseyes

“Velewearenotgoingtosleep,wearegoingto

fu*k”‘that’snicewehaven’tdoneitinawhile’my

whoringsubconsciousisouttoplay.Heintensely

stareatmeashetakesmyleftbooboutofthebra

andsucksitstillstaringinmyeyes.Somethingtells

metostophimbutthatvoiceinmyheadandmy

body’sreactionsaysotherwise.Shit!Myelectricity

startstobuild

“Sangono”Itrytopushhimoffabitbeforemy

bodybetraysmeanyfurther.Hebitesmynipplea

bitcausingaminimoantoescapemymouth

“Hmmm”hestopswithastupidgrinonhisfaceand

carrymefurtherintothehouse.Helaysmeonthe

bedgentlywithhimstillbetweenmylegs“Sango

wecan’t,I’mnot….hmmm!”Imoanagainashebites

myearlobetracingdownkissestomyneck.He

suddenlystopsandlookatmewithapleasedlook.

Hestandfromthebedremovinghiswatchand

gentlyunbuttoninghisshirt,tothinkhetoremine



“Youweresaying”hestepsoutofhisshoesand

jeans,Ican’ttakemyeyesoffhimhisbeautiful

“Idon’tthinkweshould…….yourcondition”myvoice

comesoutwobblyinawhisper.Heignoresme

takingoffhisbriefsandsockssametime,goshI’m

enjoyingtheviewinfrontofme

“You’reonpill?”heaskswithasoftexpression

goingtohisdrawertakingoutasealedpackedof

condoms.Hereallydoesn’tknowI’mpregnantsigh!

Butwhatdoeshethinkthisbigstomachiscarrying?

Hmk!Ishakemyheadnotoanswerhim.Hecomes

backtothebedandtakesoffmyshoesandskirt

beforehecrawlsontopofmewithhisconfident

sexybedroomeyesblazingdownatme.

Heenvelopsmeinbreathtakingkisscaressingmy

bodyeverywhere,hisonehandgoesaroundmy

neckandtheotheronetravelsdownmynavel

circlingabittherewhichwakesbutterfliesinmy

belly.Hishandslipsinmyundiesashismouthis



tillmurderingmylips,heopensmyfoldsandfeels

mymoisture“Sthandwasamiyoursowet”hesays

pleasedinbetweenthekiss“Hmmmm!Youfeelso

delicious,canItaste?”Ishakemyheadno,hestops

kissingmeandtakeshisfingerandputsitinhis

mouthsmilingstaringdownatme“Hmmm,you

tasteheavenly”

Hecomesbackandtakemyrightboobinhismouth

andthelefthandsqueezescirclingmyleftboob,his

otherhandtraveldownmyladypartandhethrust

hisfingerinsidemeconsecutively,Icryoutwhena

sensationofpleasurehitsmehard.Hepressmy

clitorishardwithhisfingerstillinmycu*t,awave

takesmeandIgroanloudlyasIcum,Iclosemy

eyesmoretakinginallthepleasureandwhenI

openthemIfindhimstaringdownatmewitha

smilebitinghislips“Ilovehowyourbodyresponds

tomytouch”hesaysreachingforthecondomand

rippingthefoilwithhisteeth.

Herollsthecondomuphislengthkneelingbetween

mylegsstaringatmyladypart,hehoversdownat



mewithclenchedjawsandburningeyes.Hesway

mypantytothesideandslamintomehard

“Aaaaah”IcryasIfeelabitpainful

Hegroans“Hmmm,you’resotight,youokay”Inod

feelingfullofhiminme,hestillsabitbeforehe

startstomove,Icryonceagainwhenhestartsto

move“It’sthiscondommama”hiseyesaretightly

shutwithhisjawsclenched,heopenshiseyesand

lookdownatme“CanIpleasetakeitoffmy….I

wanttofeelallofyou”Inodandheslidesoutand

freeshismemberoffthewrap,hestrokeshimfora

secondandthenslamshiminonceagain“Ooooh

yesbaby,you’resodeliciousmylove”hegroansas

hestrokesmegentlyatfirst.

Hepoundsmemercilesslyashecontinues,he

keepsamomentumofstrokespoundingmeandI

picktherhythmandmeethisthrustunderneath

withmyhipsmoving.Hebendstotakemytongue

inhismouthandmurderitinadeliciouskissashis



speedincreasesbelow.Ifeelmytriumphbuilding

upandIstarttostiffenashepoundson

“Waitformebaby”hebegsbetweenthesensation

“Ican…..ca..Oh!Sango”Icouldn’tIjustexploded

beneathhim,hegivesmetwomorehardstrokes

beforehereacheshisbreakingpoint.Hehiss

throughclenchedteethasheemptiesinsideme

“AAAAAHHHHyessoh!myheaven”heshuthis

eyestightlyasiftryingtocontrolsomething“My

heaven”herepeatsstillinsidemewithhiseyesshut

“Zululami”herepeatsstillwithhiseyesshut,a

singletearescapehiseye,onlythenmymind

registerwhatisgoingon,Igasp“Buthumelo”we

bothlaugh,heopenshiseyesasIwipehistearstill

laughing“IAMSORRYMAMAMOGIRL”hekisses

myforeheadandIholdhimtightlytome“Sthandwa

samidon’tpullmesocloseIwillsquashMampe”I

hithisback“Oh!GodMampekababakheimsorry

babygirl,daddymadeyoueathissemen”hesays

staringatmystomachbrushingit.Hisbackeven

hisstupidsideisback,howcanmybabyeathis

semen?



IamsohappyIcan’tcontainmyexcitement,Ipull

hisfacecloserandkisshimandhelaughswithhis

eyestightlyshut

Goodnightmypeople

Remembertolike,comment,shareandinvite

friends
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THECALL

TosayIwasexcitedformyman’srecoveryisan

understatement,Iwasliterallyintearsbutmy

victorycelebrationwasshortlived.Hiseyeswere

shutmostofthetimewhenhismemorycameback

andtomeIthoughtitwashiswayofcontaininghis

excitementbutIwaswrong,hehadathrobbing



headachethatcausedhimtoshuthiseyes,hesaid

hefeltseriesofpainthattravelledfromhis

foreheadrighttohiseyeshencehekeptthemclose.

Myfearwouldn’tletmesleepthereforeIhelpedhim

dressupandwecalledNdunawhodroveustohis

doctor,Peter,hisdoctoraskedtokeephimfornight

hesaidhewillhaveaspecialistanalysehiminthe

morningbuthewouldliketokeephimforanightso

hemonitorsthoseheadachesinthemaintime.

SangoaskedtomeleavewithNdunabutIputmy

footdownandrefusedsoheandIspentthenight

togetheronhospitalbed.

IopenmyeyesbecauseIhearabitofshuffling,I

amalightsleeperbynature.Iamwelcomedby

pairsofeyesstaringdownatus,geez!Thisfamily

isweird,dotheyalwayscomeingangswhenoneis

hospitalised?It’sNdlovukazi,UncleK,MamJabu

andMtho,IuntanglemyselffromSango’sgripas

hisstillfastasleep.It’ssoearlyinthemorningeven



myalarmisstillasleep.

“Sanibonani?”Igreetsteppingdownfromthebed

tryingtoreachformyshoes.Ihearmultiple‘Yebos’

asIputonmyshoes.

“MaDlomowhydidn’tyoucall?”Ndlovukaziasks

withanotsohappyvoice

“IaskedabutiNdunatoinformyou”whichisalieby

theway,yesIwasworriedbutIdidn’ttakethisasa

seriousmatterthatmuchtoinformthefamilybutI

knewNdunawouldtellMthowhowilltellthefamily.

ShenodsattakesasitnexttomeonthebedasI

putonmyshoes

“Whatdidthedoctorsay?”sheasksandItellthem

everythingweweretoldlastnight.Ireachformy

phoneandcheckthetime,itreportstobe05:45

meaningin15minutesitwillreportmetogetready

forwork

“Whendidyouarrive?”Iaskher

“Ihavebeenhereallalong,IcamewithVulawhen



hewasdischarged”thismoronforgottotellmehis

momishere,Ihavebeenignoringhercallsthinking

sheisathome“Whyareyounotansweringmy

calls?”eishIhavebeenavoidingallofthem

“Andminetoo”UncleKaddsandIlaughcozI’m

surehedoesn’tevenhavemynumbers

“I’msorryMaaIhavebeenbusywithworkduethe

leaveItooklastweek,Imeanttogetbacktoyouall

whenworkpressureeaseoff”Ilie“Whenareyou

leaving”Iask

“Whenyourmanisokay”Inod

“Iwillcomeseesowecantalk”shenods“NowI

havetogo,pleasekeepmeposted”Itakemybag

andfixSango’sshirtthatI’mwearinghopingit’snot

obviousthatit’snotmine

“Iwilldriveyou”Mthosaysstandinguptakingmy

bag,hehasbeensoquitethatItotallyforgothe

washere,Iwonderwhat’seatinghim?

“MaDlomo”NdlovukazicallsmeasIreachthedoor

“Itrulydidn’tknowmtanamipleasedon’tpunishme

forthingsIhadnoclueabout”Ijustnodandbit



everyonegoodbye.TobehonestIamnotreally

surewhoIammadat.

MyridewithMthoisnotsopleasant,thisguyisa

talkativebuttodayheisplainquite.Ihopeit’snot

moodswingsnothingisasannoyingasaguywho

hasmoodswings

“Whatisit?”Iglanceathimwitharaisedeyebrow.

Hesighsheavily

“AmIthatobvious?”Inod“Eish!Lihleispregnant”

heseemsnothappy

“That’sgreatnews,whyareyounothappy?”Ihope

heisnotoneofthosethatdeniestheirseeds

“MamtaungIdon’tknowwhoIam,whatamIgoing

tocallmychild”thisishecticstaff

“Whatdoyoumean?Aren’tyouaDlomo?”Iask

“That’smymaternalsurname,Iusemymother’s

surnamebecauseIdon’tknowmyrealone”he

sighsagain“Apparentlyshenevertoldanyonewho

myfatherwas,shediedwhenIwas2”Inod



“I’mreallysorry”

“Aaahit’sokay,it’sjustthathavingakidis

somethingelse,whatamIgoingtocallmychild?A

Dlomotoo?”hekeepsquiteabitasifthinking“I

lovemyfamilyneah,Ilovehowtheyraisedmeand

howIwasneverexcludedeveninthingsthat

needed‘onlyDlomos’Iwasneverleftoutbutthere

comesapointinaman’slifewhenyouneedtoman

upanddoright,andLihlebeingpregnantisthat

time,Ihavetomarrythatgirlandgivehermy

surnamebutwhatsurnameisthat”Yahneah!Our

parentssometime!

“Whatamabouttotellyoudon’tgetmewrongforit

butit’swhatIthink”heglancesmewitha

suspiciouslookandIlaugh“NothinghecticbutI

thinkyourunclesmightknowwhoyouare”he

frowns“ImeanyourmotherwasaprincessandI’m

surewhoevershefooledaroundwiththeyknew,

thosemenarecontrolfreakssoI’mbettingmy

salaryonthem.Myadviceispokethem,theyknow”

heagreeswithconstantnods

“Ngiyabongahisheaven”webothlaugh“You’re



right,I’mstartingmysearchwiththem”heparks

outsidethegateofmyapartment“Callmewhen

youknockoffsoIpickyouupandthanksforthe

advice”

“Anytimeyellowmellow”HelaughsasIdepartthe

carquicklygoingtomyhousesoIgetreadyforthe

day.

Workwaslight,nothinghecticjustgoingthrough

myprojectsoIcanbereadyformyteamnextweek,

Sangocalledmeearlierandtoldmethatthe

Neurologistsaiditwasjusthismedullaoblongata

musclesreactingtothedecrementofswellingin

hisbrain,heassuredmethatheisfineandheeven

wenttohisofficeashewantedtocatchonwith

work,SonowIjustknockedoffandIamonmy

waytothemalltobuythebeddingIwassupposed

tobuyyesterdayandpickLuluwhileatit.Shecalled

andtoldmetheyarealmostheresoIwilllazy

aroundthemall.



AsIambusywithmyunplannedshoppingIfind

myselfinbabyclothessection,Ican’tcontain

myself,thecutelittlepinkbabyromperswere

callingmynameandIboughtthem,Icanalready

seemyprincessbouncingonthebedinthiscute

littlenumber,IknowmyauntsaidIshouldn’tbuy

anyclothesuntilIamsevenmonthsatleastbut

thisonesIjustcouldn’tletgo.Ibumpinto

someoneasIhappilyexitthestoreandherthings

scatteronthefloor

“OhlordIamsosorry”Ipickherfallenplasticfrom

thefloorandgiveittoher“Iamreallysorrymam”

shesmiles,wowsobeautiful.ThisiswhatIcalla

trueAfricanbeauty

“It’sokay,youweresmilingatthelittlenumberin

yourplastic,isityourfirstone?”sheaskswitha

genuinesmilelookingattherompersvisiblyvisual

inmyplastic

Inodsmiling“Yesit’sagirl”

“Congratulationsandgoodluck”InodasIleavebut

Istoponmytracksimmediatelywhenmysightfall



onhercompanionwhojustcameoutofthe

bathroomnexttothedoor

“Luthando!!!!”Iexclaimgoingbacktothem,

Luthandoalsolooksshockedtooandsheceases

onhercrutcheswalkpoppinghereyesatme.We

bothstandfrozeninfrontofeachotherwith

displeasedfaces,mymainquestioniswhatisthis

bitchdoinghere?“Whatareyoudoinghere?”I

finallygatherthecouragetovoiceitout

Shechucklesbitterly“Idon’treporttoyouandlastI

checkthisisamall,Iwasbannedfrombeingclose

toyouatthevillagenotheresisi,nxa!”sheexclaim

annoyed

“Youtwoknoweachother?”thebeautifulAfrican

queenasks

“Thisisher”Luthandoanswerlookinginhereyes

asifshesayingmorethanshesaying

“Herasinherher?”theladyaskswithafrown

lookingatmefromheadtotoe,Ifrownbackat

themandweallfallintoastaringcontestbattle.

Myphonemakesmelosethebattleasatextfrom



Lulupopsupalertingmethatshejustarrived.Ihuff

inannoyancebeforeleavingthemstaringatme.

Nxa!

ItextSangowhenIgetintheuber

Me:Whydidn’tyoutellmeLuthandoisheretoo?

Boo:Luthandoasinmysister

Me:YesVulamasango

Boo:IlastsawLuthandowhenwewereathome,

whatmakesyouthinksheishere?

Mxm!Ithrowmyphonebackinmybagandnot

replyhimback,thismeanshedoesn’tknowsheis

here,God!Idon’tneeddramaplease,pleaselet

Luthandobehereforherbusinessnottoannoyme

pleaselord.Myuberfinallyarrivesatthestation

andIinformthedrivertowaitforus,Igetinand

lookformybestfriendandIseethemsittingonthe

chairs,Boyseesmefirstandheuntanglehimself

fromhismomandruntome



“Boyboy,sogrownbabywhatdoyoueat?”Iask

pickinghimup

“Don’tcallmeboygirlfriend,Iamabigmannow”a

sixyearsoldcallinghimselfaman,Ilaughputting

himbackdown,Ican’tcarryhimforlonghistoo

heavy

“Okaybigman,Iamsorrybigman”helaughs

hidinghiscuteface

“Girlfriend”shesmilestearyaswestandbeforeher

“Girlfriend”shestandsfromhersitandenvelopme

inahugfullofemotions“You’reglowing”she

informsstillhuggingme

“Whatelse?”Iasksmilingaswefreeeachotherand

Iwipeherfallingtears

“Youhavegainedweight,alotofit”shescansme

andsniffhappily“Butdon’tworryIwillgetyouin

shapeinnotime”Ilaugh

“YouknowIamnottherunningtype,sothanksbut

nothanksIwillpassplusmyconditiondoesn’t

allowmetoworkmyselfthathard”



“Whatcondition”Ibrushmytummywithasmile

andshepopshereyesbeforeshescreamsand

hugsmeagain“Yourpregnant?”Inodlaughing

“BoitumeloMotaung,sosecretive”webothlaugh

“Let’sgoIwilltellyouallaboutitinthecar,Iasked

thedrivertowait”Ipickboy’sbagtheleastheaviest

aswewalkoutofthestationandholdhishand.

Lulupullsherheavysuitcase

“Ican’tbelieveyouhidsuchhugenewfromme,

whatdidAuntDeesay?GoshIwouldhavelovedto

seeherface”hebothlaughaswegetinthecaband

boysitsonmylap“Hey,girlfriendcan’tcarryyou

nowsheiscarryinganotherperson,sitdown”Lulu

scoldshim

“Leavehim,hisnotthatheavywhenI’msitting,

anywayyourauntwasonmycaseatfirstbutnow

sheisjustokayIguess”

“Whereisanotherpersonsheiscarrying?”Boyasks

andLulurollshereyeslookingoutside.Ilaugh

“Inhere”Itakehishandandmakehimfeelmy



tummy

“Inyourstomach?”Inodlaughingathisexpression

“Howdidhegetinthere?”wealllaughincludingthe

driver

“Idrankhertokeephersafeuntilsheisgrown

enough”hisstareisoutofthisworld

“Mamayoudrankmetoo”Lulunodslaughing

“Anywaygirlfriendwhoistheluckyguy,isitTsietsi”

“What?HellNo,Imetsomeone”

“Jojina!”sheexclaimshocked

“Haihai!Don’tcallmethat”Ireprimandhernot

happy

“What?It’syourEnglishname,orisitcalled

Christianname,whatwasyourmotherthinking”the

driverlaughs

“Iwondertoo,that’swhyIdon’tusethatterrible

nameanywhere,Jojinanxa!”

Wefinallyarrivedatmyapartmentwiththedriver

laughingnon-stopatmyname,Ihatethatname

withpassion.Idon’tuseitanywhereit’sonlyonmy



baptismcertificateotherthanthatIdon’thavethat

weirdname.

WeirdlymydoorisunlockedwhenIopenitandI

frowntryingtorememberifIleftitlikethatand

thereisthissmellofcookedfood

“Wow,youdidwellforyourselfgirlfriend”shesnaps

meoutofmythinkingasI’mstilltryingto

remember

“Mxm!Sorrycomein,somethingisweirdinhere”I

saywalkingthemtothelounge“Idon’tquite

rememberhowIleftinthemorningcozIwasin

hurrybutmy………”heinterruptsourconversation

yellingfromthebedroom

“Myheavenyourhome”Lordwhat’shedoinghere

“Icooked,Ievenmadeyouadesertpreparetobe

blownawaysthandwasami,don’tcomeinhereI

amwearingpartofyoursurprise.Youruinedit,you

weresupposedtofindmewearingitontopofthe

kitchencounterwhenyouenterthehouse”He

laughsloudenoughforustohear



“Youstaywithsomeone?”Luluasksinawhisper

“No,it’smyboyfriendhis……”oh!Lord,whatisthis

mandoing?Hefreezesonhisstepswhenhesees

I’mwithpeople“Sango!”Iexclaimshockedbutboy

laughshislungsout,LuluandIarejustshocked.

Hiswearinganapronnaked.

“Godthisisembarrassing,Iamcomingback”he

holdsthefreelowerpartoftheaprontightandwalk

backtothebedroominreverse.Onlywhenhe

entersthebedroomLululaughs

“Gosh!Girlfriendsuchahunk”shelaughs

“Hai!Makeyourselfathome,Iwillbeback,thereis

yourroom”Ipointtoher“AndImeanttoreplacethe

bedding,checktheplasticsthenewoneisinthere”

Ileaveherlaughingwithboy.

WhenIenterthebedroomhiscursingwearinghis

pantswithnoundies.Thismanwasreallynaked!

“Whoisthat?”heaskswithafrownassoonasI

enter



“Myfriend,Itoldyouaboutheryesterday”Iremind

him

“Shit”hecursesclosinghiseyes“Itotallyforgot,did

sheseeyourgoods?”

“Mygoods?”Iaskconfusedandhepointshis

member“Stopbeingsilly,wheredidyougetthat?”I

pointtheapron

“MymotherwasbakinginmyhouseandIstoleit

andcameheretocookforyou”stupidstupidman

butIlovehim

Ilaugh“Iwonderwhatshewoulddoifshewereto

findoutyouwerenakedinherapron”helaughs

pullingmeclosertohimandmyheadlandsonhis

barechest

“IamsorrymyheavenItotallyforgotyousaidyour

friendwasmovingin”Inodandhekissesmy

shoulder“Ijustwantedtodosomethingforyouso

wecanrelaxandtalkthingsthrough,mymomtold

aboutyourfamily,whydidn’tyoutellme”helooks

throughmyeyescuppingmyface

“Youweren’tyourselfIdidn’twanttostressyou”he



nods

“IfeellikeImissedsomuchthat’swhyIwantedus

tochillandtalk”hepecksmylips“Maybewecan

gotomyplaceand….”Icuthim

“A.aSangoI’mnotgoinganywhere,myfriendjust

arrivedwe’lltalkbutnottoday”hegivesmebored

look

“IwillexcuseitonlyfortodaybutIhopeIwon’t

havetocompeteforyourtimeandattentionwith

yourfriend”mxm!Ifeellikerollingmyeyes,hecan

besuchhimsometimes“Iwillgopreparethetable

whileyoufreshenup”hefreesmeandtakeshis

shirtwearingitasItrytounzipmydress“Eish!

Babywehaveaproblem”hestopsonhissteps

thinking

“What?”Iaskgoingtohimtohelpmewiththe

zipper

“Imade5piecesonly,twoyou,threeme”Iturnto

himandgivehimanexplainlook“Piecesof

chicken”ohlord

“Getoutgopreparethetable,hau!Youstressing



overchickenpieces”Iscold

“ZululamiIdon’teatonepiece,never,Ican’tbe

slavingmyselfeverydaytoeatonepiecethreeor

more”hecomplainsleavingtheroom.Iquickly

freshenupandmakemywaytothekitchenwhereI

findhimconversingwithboyasiftheyhaveknown

eachotherforages,LuluisnothereandIknowshe

musthaveshutherselfintheroomshecanbeshy

sometimes.Iknockandenteraftersheallowsme

permission

“Let’sgoeat,don’thideyourselfinherehewillbe

offended”shesighs

“Ifindhimintimidating”

“Heisnaturallylikethat,let’sgoyouwillgetusedto

him”shenodsfollowingmeout

“Sango,thisisLuciaMokwenamybestfriend,Lulu

thisisVulamasangoDlomomyboyfriend”I

introducethem,Sangolaughsstandinguptoshake

herhand



“Iamnoboyfriend,Iamthesoontobehusband,

lovelymeetingyou”LulushylynodsasSango

shakesherhand“YoulookfamiliarbythewayLulu”

Hesitsnexttomeandkissesmycheek

“Shelookslikewho?”Boyasksandwealllaugh

“Ican’tquitemakeaclearpictureyetbutyoulook

likesomeoneIknow”hesaysstaringatherdeeply

whichmakesLulushyer.Ihithisthighandhestops

lookingather“Boytellsmehisnameisboy,ishe

justboyorhedoesn’twanttotellmehisname?”

boylaughsasIdishforeveryone

“HisnameisBoyMokwena”Iinformhimandhe

frownsconfused,IseehehasquestionsbutI

reprimandhimwithmyeyeswhenIputfoodin

frontofhim.Sangodigsinstraightwaybutboytells

himhewantstoprayfirst.

“Thankyoufordinnerbaby”Isaytakingaspoon

fullofrice…….OhGod!Whatthehell,Lulucough

quicklyreachingforthewater,Ifollowheranddrink

itlikeafishtoo“SANGO!”Iexclaimwhenmytaste

budscomesback,helooksatmewithamouthful



enjoyinghismeal

“What?”heaskseatinglikethereisnothingwrong

“Whyisyourricesweet?Andwhat’sthatweird

taste?”

“MaybebecauseIput4spoonsofsugar,gingerand

somespices?”hesayseatingnotmindingus,Lulu

laughs

“Why?”Iaskwithafrown

“Idon’tknow,Ijustfeltlikeeatingsomething

different,SpicySweetGingerrice”Itotallyforgot

thismancannotcook,whatthehellisaspicysweet

gingerrice

“Trythechicken”Lulutellsmelaughingintears,I

don’tevenwanttotryitIhaveafeelingitsworse.I

guessmyfriendandIwillorderincozthereisno

wayI’meatingsuch.

Afterourdisastrousdinnerwecalleditanight,

SangototallyrefusedtoleaveIwantedtocatchup

withmyfriendbuthesaidwehavethewholeof



tomorrowtodothathewon’tbotherus.WhenI

comeoutofthebathroomIfindhimlyingonthe

bedfacingtheceilingwithhishandsbeneathhis

headforsupport.

“Whatareyouthinking?”Iaskwearingmynightie,

heoglesmeawhilebeforehereplies

“Youwanttowakesleepingbulls”Ilaughandshake

myheadno“Comesithere”hepatsthebedand

goestotakethechairIuseonmyminibedroom

desk.Hesitsinfrontofmetakesbothmyhands

“NdlovukazitoldmeofwhattranspiredwhenIwas

inthehospital,firstmyheavenIwouldliketosayI

amtrulysorryaboutyourfamily,Ican’tbelieveyou

choosemeovereverythingbutIamnotproudof

that,familyiseverythingmysoulandIwantusto

fixthingswiththemassoonastomorrowif

possible”hesighs“ButbabeIhavetoask,why

didn’tyoutellmeyouwereofroyaltytoo?”

“Ididn’tknowSango,Ionlyfoundoutwhenwewere

bothhospitalized”henods

“Ihavetotellyousomethingbutpromisetokeep



calmandlistentome”Iraisemyeyebrowandgive

himastare“Iknew,Iknewabouttheseedsbut….”I

cuthim

“Vulamasango”Iexclaimshockedtryingtostand

butheholdsmedownstill

“Iaskedyoutokeepcalmandlisten”hereprimands

withraisedeyebrowsbeforeheexhales“Theonly

reasonIknewaboutthisisbecauseIwas

supposedtotakethethronewhenmydadpassed

sohehadtotellmeeverythingrelatedthethroneas

toprepareandgroommeforthechairandthe

seedswasoneofthosethingsbutIdidn’tknowit

wasyourfamilysthandwasamithatIwantyouto

know”hmk!

“SoUncleKliedwhenhesaidhedidn’tknow?”Iask

pained

“Nohewastellingthetruth,Babethereare

somethingaboutkingdomsthatarenotalways

madepublicknowledgeforeveryone,sometimes

evenfamilymembersarenotbroughttolightof



thosethings.UncleKdidn’tknowbecausehewas

youngwhenallthathappenedandlikeIsaidevenI

onlywastoldastopreparemeforthe

responsibilitiesofthethrone,otherthanthatI

wouldhavenotknownmyself”

“Ican’tbelieveyouknewyourfamilystrippedmy

grandparenttheirhonourandyoudidnothingabout

it,whatkindofpeopleareyou?”Iaskexasperated

“Livingyourwealthylifestylesthroughpeople’s

tears,howdoyouallsleepatnight?”Ican’tbelieve

thisbastard

“CalmdownpleaseIamtryingto….”Icuthim

“Don’tfu*kentellmetocalmdown,whatcanman

areyou?”Iaskannoyed

“Buthumelo”hesternlyreprimand“Don’tusethat

tonewithmeplease”Ibreathcalmingmyselfdown

“Babecanwenotinsultplease,Iwanttofixthis”he

sighs“Ineedyourgrandfather’snumber,Iwantto

sitbothfamiliesdownandsolvethis.Sthandwa

samiwearegettingmarriedsoonandifIdon’tfix



thisIdon’tseeyourfatheragreeingtogivemeyour

handinmarriage”hepleadskissingmyhands

clappedtogether

“Howareyougoingtofixallthis”Iaskstillannoyed

“Dowhatshouldhavebeendonealongtimeago,

returntheBataungseeds”hesayscertainly

“Youthinkyourfamilywillagree?”

“Leavethosebigheadstome,wenajustgiveme

yourgrand-father’snumbersIwillsorteverything

out”heassuresandInodhesitantly“Ihopehe

won’tburnmealive,Iwanttogotheremyself

maybenextweekwhenallthismigraineshave

subsidedandtalktohimfacetofacebeforeIbring

myfamily”Inod

“ButifheburnsmeIwillmakesuretokeeptheking

outofharm’swaysoyoufindhimstillintactand

readytogiveyoumultipleorgasms”hewinks

hoveringmesoIlayflatonthebed“Speakingof

orgasms,youonlygavemeoneroundyesterday

andIamnotfullyetmama”hebedsdownonme

andpullsmynightieupthenkissmybellysmoothly



causingbutterflies“Youcan’tstarvemethewhole

weekandexpectoneroundtosortmeout,askies

I’msorrysthandwasamingizokudlathewhole

week”IlaughstopinghimasIpullhisheadupto

myface

“Iforgot,Isawyoursisteratthemall”Ijust

remembered

“Youmentionedmyheaven,Ireallydon’tknowwhat

sheisdoinghereevenMaadoesn’tknowsheis

here”Inod“Iwillcallhertomorrowand……”his

phonesdisturbshimandhehuffsreachingforit

“Speakofthedevil”hesaysbeforeheanswer

‘Makhoza………………….Iamfine,itwasnothing

serious………………..yes………………whatisit?

..............yesIamsittingdown

luthando……………………..Nxa!stopplayinglike

that………………WHAT??????’Heshoutsthelastpart

gettingoffthebed‘Luthandothatcan’tbe,we

buriedher………………NOOO’Hescreamssmashing

hisphoneonthewall.Heexhalesabitcalming



himselfdown.

“BabyIhavetogo,comelockup”hesaysalready

puttingonhisshoes

“Whatisgoingon?”Iaskclimbingdownthebed,he

standsupandrubshisface

“Ican’tsayuntilIconfirm,comelockuppleasemy

love”hepullsmecloserandpecksmylipsbefore

hetakeshiskeysandexitstheroominhurry.

WhydoIhavesuchabadfeelingabouthimleaving?

Goodnight

Remembertolike,comment,shareandinvite

friends
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Thisweekprogressedquitequicklyormaybeitis

becauseInolongerfeellonelyinmyapartmentasI

havepeopleIlivewith.Luluhasbeenthebest,

whenIcomebackfromworkIfindeverythingin

ordersoIcansafelysaysheissettlinginnicely

althoughshehaven’tstartedjobhunting.Theonly

problemlatelyisVula,thismanhasbeendistantfor

anentireweek,hetextmorethanhecallswhichis

sonotlikehim,Ihopehisnothavingoneofhis

episodes,Mthowasoncetoldmehesometimes

lockshimselfathisglassyhousewhichherefersto

ashis‘sanctuary’,apparentlytheplacesootheshim,

itcalmshimandmakeshimfeelsafe,Iwonder………

asoftknockinterruptatrailofthoughtspoundingin

measIgothroughprojectmanagementtechniques

“Comein”Ishoutforwhoeveritisandinwalksour

receptionist

“MissMotaung,Mr…..aahhheish!Thereisaman

heretoseeyou”shescratchesherheadlooking



down

“Whatman?”Iask

“Ithinkit’syourboyfriend,theonewhobroughtyou

rosestheotherday”oh!That’sVula

“Lethimin”sheexitsimmediately.Hereadmymind

Iwasactuallyplanningongoingtohisplacetoday

sohecantellmewhat’seatinghimandgiveme

detailsabouttheschoolhefoundforBoysowecan

goenrolhimonMonday.Hehasanunreadable

closedexpressiononhisfacewhenhewalksin,he

walksstraighttomethenleandownwardsandkiss

mylips

“MamakaMampe”Igivehimalookhelaughs

slightly“Howareyousthandwasami?”heasks

“Wherehaveyoubeentheentireweek?”Igo

straighttothepointashereversetoretireonthesit

oppositetomine

“Iamactuallyheretopickyouup,Iwashopingwe

spendtheentireweekendtogethersowecantalk



thingsthrough”hesighs“Ihavesomuchtotell

you”

“Ican’tLuluandI……..”hecutsmeoff

“A.aItoldyouIamnotabouttocompeteforyour

attentionwithyourfriend,youhadtheentireweek

todowhateveryoutwowantedandIgaveyou

spacetoreconnectwithyourfriend.Nowpackup

sowecango”heordersnotleavingaroomto

presentmycase

“Sango…”Itrytoreason

“NoButhumelopackup”hecommandsandIstand

packingupashestaresatme“ThisistheshitI

won’ttolerateifIamgoingtohavetostrugglebeing

withyoubecauseofyourfriend”hecomplains

HetakesmyhandwhenI’mdonepackingupand

dragmedownthecorridorwavinggoodbyetothe

receptionist.Iactuallyfeeljealousaboutthatone

andhegazesmydispleasedfaceandlaughitoff.

Hehelpsmeinthecarandfollowbehindme

securingmyseatbelt



“DumelaabutiNduna”helaughsjustnodding

“There,thatwasn’tsohardwasit”Ifrownin

confusion“agreeingtospendtheweekendwith

yourman”

“Mxm!Manmyfoot,I’mhungrycanwepleasedrive

throughsomewherefirst”helaughsrubbingmy

tummysmitten

“No,Iwillcookforyou,Ifeellikespoilingyou

rotten”

“Iwouldratheryoudon’t”Ndulaughsoutloudbut

mymanfrown“I’msorrymylove,Ijustwantusto

relaxphelaImissedyoutheentireweek”Iliegently

brushinghisthighIdon’twanthimtoknowIdon’t

appreciatehisterriblecookingskills“orwecan

orderin,whatdoyouwant?”

“Iwanttobeburiedinsideyou”Igaspblinking

rapidlyandglanceatNduthroughthemirrorbefore

givingSangoawarninglook“What,it’sbeentwo

weeksofstarvation”Isquirmandswallownothing.

Helaughsatmyreaction“GoshImissedyouso



much,yourpresenceeaseseverypain”his

suddenlyseriousstaringatmewithanintenselook.

Hepicksmyhandandkissesthebackofit“My

heavenpromiseyou’llfightformeifneedbe”I

frown,howdidwejumpfrombeingburiedinside

eachothertofighting“Please”hebegsandInod.

Hepullsmeclosetohischestandkissesmy

foreheadbrushingmyhairalltheway.

WhenwewalkinwearewelcomedbyMarylazing

aroundthekitchen,shelightsupwhenshenotice

me

“Wherehaveyoubeen,Ihaven’tseenyouina

while?”sheaskssmiling

“Ahjustaround,howareyou?”

“Iamfine,nowonderIwastiredkantiyourcoming”

Ilaugh

“SisMarypleasepreparehersomething,we’llbein

thelounge”Sangoordersdraggingmetothe

lounge



“Iactuallywantedtocatchupwithausimary”he

dismissesmemakingmesitonthecouchandhe

pullsanottomanweighingitdown.Iknowweare

abouttogetrealwhenhesitsmelikethis.“CanI

eatfirst?”helaughsnoddingandleavingforthe

kitchen.Isighheavilywhenheexits,whateveritisI

amnotreadyforitmyguttellsmeheisaboutto

dropabombandIamsonotreadyforit.Hecomes

backwithatrayoffoodandaglassofjuiceanda

Heinekenbeerontheside,heputsthetrayonmy

labandsitinfrontofmewatchingmeeat

“Aren’tyougoingtoeat?”Iaskbecausehisstaring

atmyeatingintensely,hisevenchewingabeercoz

that’stheonlythinginhismouth

“Ithoughtyouwouldneverask”hisputshisbeer

asideandpullsmytraysotheplatecouldbecloser

tohim.

“Whydidn’tyouaskausimarytoprepareyoufood

too”youwouldswearhisnotabeggarinthis

situation,thewayhismurderingmyplate



“Ididn’tthinkIwashungryuntilIsawyoueating”he

dawnswithmyjuicenow,mxm!Thingswefallin

lovewith.Hegoestoputtheplatesawaywhenwe

doneandcomesbackwithanotherjuicecozhe

drankminelikeafish.Heretiresonanottoman

againandtakesmyhandsagain“Youokaynow,we

cantalk?”Inod,heleansforwardandpecksmylips

beforehegoesbacktohissit“FisrtmyheavenI

wouldliketoapologiseofhowIleftTuesdaynight”

hekissesthepalmofmyhandsgentlyrunninghis

thumbsinsidethemboth“Luthandocalledmewith

disturbingnewswhenIwaswithyou,shecalledto

informmethatSihleisalive”Iremovemyhands

fromhisgentletouch

“Sihleyourex?”Iaskshocked,hellIamhorrified

now.Henodsconsecutivelygazingatme“How”my

voicefailsme,itcomesinawhisper

“Hey,hey”hecupsmyfaceandmakemelookat

him“Lookatme,thereisnothingforyoutoworry

about,IamonlytellingyouthisbecauseIfeelyou

deservetoknow,otherthanthatIwouldn’tbother



youwiththisdrama”Inodandhepecksmylips

“Nowdon’tlooksodown,Iamnotgoinganywhere,

evenifundertakercomesbackwithsobstories,I

don’tcaremyheartiswithyou,yourmyhome,my

soulanddefinitelymyforever”heassuresburning

mewithhisintensestare,staringdeepinmyeyes

asifhisstaringatmysoul

Hesighs“ApparentlySihleneverdied,herbrother

beingUkhozaa.k.aLuthando’shusbandhatedour

relationshipandthatIalsoknewbackthen

althoughIneverreallyknewwhyandInever

botheredtofindoutcozIwasjustayoungmanin

love,it’snotlikeIwasplanningonsendingmy

unclestoherhomeanytimesoon.Usihlesaysher

brotherorchestratedherdeathsohecansellherto

aNigerianmanwhowantedaroyalbloodwifeto

strengthenhischurch.Shesaidshewasinjected

withheartstoppingdrugsusuallyusedinsurgeries

whichmadeherheartstopbeatingforawhileand

theyscatteredpillsallovertomakesureLuthando

buysherdeathstoryandthenotethatwaswritten



toLuthandotheyactuallymadeherwritethat

beforetheyinjectedhersoIcanbackoffandnot

havemyuncleslookmuchintoherdeath”he

exhalesheavily

“HowisthatevenpossibleSango,whywouldher

ownbrothersellherofflikethat……”hecutsme

“SthandwasamiIdon’thavealltheanswersbutI

mademyownresearchandIfoundoutthatBeta-

Blockers,drugsthatareusedtoslowheartrateare

actuallysoldonblackmarket”hetakesmyhands

onceagain“andasforKhoza,thatmanwoulddo

anythingformoney,mysisterismarriedtoaman

whowouldevensellherformoney,Sihlesaidthe

manactuallywantedLuthandobuthechangedhis

mindandsaidhisInyangasaidhewillbewell

respectedandknownifhemarriedayoungroyal

girl”

“SangoIhearallthisbuthowisshehere?What

happenedtoherhusband?”



“Shesaysherhusbandpassedawayearlythisyear

andthebrotherthattookoverthechurchkickedher

outcoztheydidn’thaveuseforheranymore,soshe

calledLuthandowhenshearrivedheresoshecan

helpherhidefromherbrother”

“Okay,Igetallthisbutwhatdoesshewantfrom

you?”

Hesighs!“Protection,sheasksIprotectherfrom

herbrothercozLuthandocan’thideherinthatflat

ofhersforever”

“Areyougoingtodoit?”

“Doyouwantmetodoit?”webothstareateach

otherwithnoreplies“SaysomethingZululami”he

begs

“Idon’tknowwhattosay,thisshitistoomuch”

“Language”hereprimand

“I’msorry”Isigh!“CanIgobathIneedtimedigest

allthis”henodshelpingmeupandwewalk

towardsthestairswithhimbehindme“Ihatethis

house”Iexclaimexhaustedalreadystaringatthe



stairs,helaughsandscoopsmeup

“Justask,Iamnevertiredtocarryyou”hepecks

mynose.

Heputsmeonthebedwhilehepreparesmybath

asIundressandsomethingcomesbacktome

“Sangowhydidyouaskmetofightforyou”Ishout

inthebedroomandhecomestokneelinfrontof

me

“It’snotwhatyouthink,YesIlovedusihlelongtime

ago,hellIwouldhavekilledforthatgirlbutthat’s

notthecaseanymore,thewomanIwouldkillfor

nowisyou”heassures“Iaskedyoutofightforme

ifneedbebecauseIgotacallfromGumede,who

askedmetobecarefulineveryway.Hesaidhe

keepsseeingyouwalkdowntheaisletoanother

man,hesaidheonlyseesthatIamthereasonyou

endupwithsomeoneelse.SoIaskedyoutofight

formeinregardtothat,notSihle,Idon’tknowwhat

isgoingtohappenbutIwantedyoutoassureme

thatyouwillfightforusnomatterwhatcozIalso



intendondoingsotoo”Iwouldnevermarryanyone

excepthim

“Heydon’tfrownlikethat,notallhisvisionscome

true,somearejustwarningstoeradicatetroubles

andthisoneisoneofthosewarningsthat

somethingisgoingtohappenthatmightseparate

usandyouendupwithanotherperson”helaughs

shakinghishead“ButIwouldliketoseeabastard

eventrytotakeyouawayfromme”helaughs“Nxa!

SomeofGumede’svisionsarehilarious,Iwould

actuallyenjoyseeingthemtrytotakewhatismine”

hestandsfromhiskneelingpositionandastrideme

betweenhislegsgentlyforcingmydownwithhis

foreheadintertwinedintomine

“Ngilambileyazimama,youstarvemealotlately

andit’snotcute”(Iamhungry)hetriestoseparate

mylegsbutIpushhimunexpectedlyandruntothe

bathroomshuttingthedoor“Mamauganakekuku

yeka”(Mamayoudenyingmemypussy)heshouts



fromthebedroomandIlaughhisbrokensothoout

loud“Mxm!Ngizokutholababe”hecompains

leavingtheroomandIenjoymybathinpeace,this

manhassexualstaminafordays,Oh!a.ahewill

finishallmyniceness!

Imakemywaydownstairsandfindhimhavinga

sandwichwithMtho,thismanwaseatingbeforeI

tookmybathandheiseatingagain,sigh!

SometimeIthinkallthecravingsandweirdeating’s

wenttohimcoztobehonesthistastebudsare

quiteepicandmeontheotherhandIdon’thave

anycravingswellexceptforicecreamandyoghurt,

andthatmhlabathi(soil)thingDinnymademetaste,

eversinceItastedthatthingIalwayshavethat

cremoramhlabathipowderinmybag,wecallit

‘cremhla’withdinny,Iamevencravingforitjust

thinkingaboutit

“Mtho”Igreetswallowingcremhlasalivacravings.

Henod



“Udlani?”(Whatareyoueating?)MthoaskmeandI

juststareathim

“Nowonderukhuluphela,uhambaedlanje”(You’re

sobig,shegoesaroundeating)saysthepigeating

forthezillionthtimetoday,hechuckles“YaziwhenI

wasstilllivinginmyheadlastweek,whenIsawher

stomachIthoughtshewas……..”Mthocoughs

deliberatelystoppinghim

“Don’t,don’tsayitbafoifyouvalueyourlife”

“What”hechucklesshakinghishead“Ithoughtshe

wasfat”hesaysit,theinsultinglineinbooksof

pregnantwomen

“FUCKYOU”Ileavehimshockedwithhismouth

open,Mthoislaughinghisassoff

“Iwarnedyounottosayit”MthoremindshimasI

disappeartothekitchenlookingformybagIthink

weleftitthere,onlycremhlaandatabofyohgurt

cancalmmedownnow,Idon’tbelievethisbastard,

heistheonethatputhiscrookeddickinmeand

nowhehasthegutstocallmefat,Nxa!Ifindmy

bagandtakeascoopofcremhlaandenjoyitsitting



inthekitchen.IenjoycremhlatextingLulu

informingherthatIwillseehertomorrow.

Aonceknockandabruptopeningofthedoor

disturbmysoothingmoment.

Luthandowalksinwiththebeautifullady,nowI

knowsheissihle,sheisonthethicksideabitofa

bellytherebutdamnshenicelycurvedandwell

structured.Sherepresentsatruedefinitionofan

Africanwoman.

“Hello”shegreets

“Whereismybrother”BitchLuthandoasks,Isee

shewantsthatneckpiecearoundhernecktobe

permanent

“Hi”IgreetSihleback,Luthandogivesmealook

beforeshestormstothelounge.Theladylooksand

mefirstasifsherequirespermissionfromme

beforefollowinghersisterinlaw“Letsgo”Istep

downandleadhertotheloungewithherfollowing

me



“Oh!Nkosiyami,Thixho,Bawoo,Godoo,Faragod,

Modisco,ifitisn’ttheevilLuthandoandthe

Nigerianpastor’swidow”Mthoexclaimbored

already,SangoandIlaughathisepisode

“WhatisModisco?”Sangoasksstilllaughing

“Modimo”(God)StupidMtho“Nifunanila?”(What

doyouwanthere)heasksourvisitors

“Mxm!Youcanbesostupidsometimes”Luthando

takesasitandpointsSihletositnexttoSango,I

frownandtakemyrightfulsit.Mymanchuckles

kissingmycheek“Bhutiwami,Sihlehassomething

elsetotellyou,shesaidshedidn’ttellyouthison

Tuesdaynightbecauseshewantedyoutohelpher

willinglybutnowshefeelsshehasnochoicecoz

you’redraggingandthemoreshewaitsthemore,

moredangerbefallsyourblood”

“Whatblood”Sangoaskswithafrownholdingmy

hand

“VuvuIdidn’ttellyouIwaspregnantwhenIwas

kidnapedtomarryapastor,wehaveasonandIleft



himinNigeria,thefamilyrefusedwithhimbecause

theythinkhistheirbrothers’.Pleasehelpmegetour

boyback,that’sallIaskVuvu”Sango’sgriploosen

aroundmyhand,helooksatLuthandopuffinglike

heranamarathon

“What?”Mthoexclaimshocked

“Isawpictures,heisoneofours”Luthandonods

confirmingrepeatedly

Remembertolike,comment,shareandinvite
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‘SHEISPROOFTHATYOUCANWALKTHROUGH

HELLANDSTILLBEANANGEL’

“GetoutofmyhouseLuthandoanddon’tever

comeback”hestandspointingthemout“andtake

yoursisterinlawwithyou,bothofyouare

despicableIcan’tstandthesightofeitherofyou”

hisfuming

“Bafowait,wehavetohearthiswhatifyoureallydo

haveasonoutthere”Mthoreasons

“WhatsonMtho?Yagcinaniniukuwainkunzi?”

(Whenlastdidthebullfall?)Mthofrowns“Exactly,

yaziiftheysaidIhaveababygirlmaybeIwould

havefallenforthisshitbutnah”Hechucklespissed

“Idon’thaveanyboychildinthisworld,Nxa!

Nobabiliphumani”(bothofyougetout)heshouts

“Vulapleaselisten,Ialsodon’tknowhowthis



happenedbuthereallydoeslooklikeyoupleasemy

brother”Luthandobegs

“VuvuIwouldn’tliewithsomethinglikethis,you

knowme”Sihlealsotrytoreason

Hehuffs“Okay,letmeseethepicture”herequest

annoyedstaringatthebothofthemandtheyrun

theireyesawayfromtherequest“TodayKhozas”

heshoutsagain

“Ileftmyphoneattheflat”Sihlejumpsin

Mtholaughs“Yeahright!Aiiiyee!Fuseg”hekicks

themout“SheshaLuthando,youwereflyingwhen

youcameinhere”(Hurryup)hewatchesthem

slowlywalkout“Luthandothisisreallylowofyou,

yourownbrother,hai!Girlustrong,superwoman,

amandlawoman”heaffront

“Luthando”Sangocallsherastheyexit“Letthisbe

lasttimeyouconsidermeyourbrother”

“I’msorry”shewhispers

“Fuseg”Mthofollowsthemout,Ithinkhewantsto



makesuretheyreallyleft“Areyouokay?”heasks

sittingbacknexttomebrushingmyback

“Yeah!Ineedtoliedownabit.Thisthingwithyour

sisterisreallyexhaustingSango”

“Iamreallysorrysthandwasami”(mylove)he

breathesheavily

“Don’tapologiseyoudidnothingwrong,wakeme

uptoeatlaterneah”henodsstaringatmeasI

slowlyclimbthestairs.Ireallyamexhausted.

SangodidwakemeuplastnighttoeatandIwent

straighttobedafterdinner,hissister’sdramais

reallystartingtogettomeandIthinkhecansee

thatIamgettingtired.Hedidn’ttryhisfunny

businessofdevouringmycookielastnighthejust

heldmetighttosleepandIreallyappreciatethat

cozthatwasexactlywhatIneeded,tobeheldtight

tosleep

SIHLEKHOZA

Istareatthewallsofthisflatandreplaylastnight’s



events,Iwishtoholdmysonmorethananything

andasamotherwhosechildwasbrutally

confiscatedlikeapieceofpossessionIhadnoright

toown,Iwoulddoanythingtohavehiminmyarms

again.Iwonderiftheyarefeedinghim,Iwonderif

hemissesme,IwonderifhethinksIabandoned

him,thatlittlemanismyjoy,myhopetogoonand

fightforourlivestogether,Iprayandhope

whereverheis,heknowsthatmommyloveshim

andwoulddoanythingtobewithhimagain.

Iprayandhopeourstupidlastnight’sattempt

doesn’tinfuriatemybrothermorebuthowcanwe

besostupid?Whydidn’twesayababygirl,sisLu

shouldhaveknownabouttheboychildtraditionof

herfamily.Didsheperhapssetmeup?Butnahshe

knowshowmybrotherrollsshewouldn’tdo

anythingtooffendherlovelyhusband.Letmecall

mybrotheranddealwithhisampleireonceandfor

all,ignoringhiscallswon’thelpinanyway



‘ThegreatKhoza’Isaywhenhepicksup,we

exerciserespectandhumblenesswheneverwetalk

tohim,nooneinmyfamilyaddresseshimwithout

showingrespectandhumblenesstohim,evensis

Ludoesn’tevencallhimwithhisname

‘Isitdone?’Ikeepquiettryingtofindabetterway

nottoaggravatehisfury‘Talkdamnit’heshouts

‘Eishitdidn’twork,wedidn’tconsiderthatstupid

traditionofthedyingofabullwhenaboychildis

conceivedattheDlomos,sohedidn’tbuyourstory’

myhandsareshiveringeventhroughphonecall,

thismanisatruedefinitionofhellonearth

‘Kantiwhythefuckdidyouhavetosayit’saboy’he

shoutsagain‘Bothofyouarestupidandyou’re

goingtoruinmyplansnxa!DidyougotoMbovu?’

heaskspissed

‘No,Iwasstill…..’

‘Stopfu*kenmytime,gotoMbovuhewillgiveyou

somethingtoallurehimtoyou,wenajustmake

sureyouopenthosethighsforhimASAP,Iwanthis



seedtoday.WakeluthandoIwantherheretoday

cozsheisuselesswithyou’hedropsthecall

Lord!WhatamIgoingtodo?Idon’twanttodothis

butthenagainifIdon’tmybrotherhasmysonandI

knowhewon’thesitatehurtinghim,hedoesn’tcare

thathisbloodrunsthroughhim.HowamIgoingto

trapVuvuinsleepingwithmesothatmybrother

canhavehisseed.

SisLuwalksinlookinglikesheiscarryinghellon

hershoulders,thiswomanhasbeenthroughshit,I

admireher,herstrengthisenormous.Iwonderhow

shsurviveswiththatmonsterIcallabrother‘Sheis

proofthatyoucanwalkthroughhellandstillbean

angel’

“Youtalkedtohim?”sheasksweighingmy

mattressdownandInod“Hewantsmehome”Inod

againandshesighsheavily“Iwillgoprepareto

leavebeforeweinfuriatehimmore”shestand

departingmyroomandIcallher



“SisLu”sheturnstolookatme“Thankyou”she

nodswithafaintsmile

“It’sbetterthisway,Iamusedtohimanyway”Inod

andsheexittheroom

****

“Goodmorningmybeautifulheaven”thesillysmile

onhisfacegiveshimaway,Iknowwhatheearns

for

“Morningbunny”heblushes,thedimplesshowing

onhischeeksarepriceless.Itssimplemoments

likethisthatmakesmefalldeeperanddeeperfor

thisman,lovinghimissoeasybuthissisteristhe

onlyhurdleinourrelationship

“DidIevertellhowbeautifulyoulookinthe

morning”Ishakemyheadno“Wellyou’rethemost

beautifulbeingIhaveeversetmyeyesoninthe

morning”Iflushwithpleasure“Nowsitup,Baba

kaMampemadeyoubreakfastinbed”weboth

laugh.Heturnstotakeatrayonthebedsidetable

andputitonme



“Sangowhat’sthis?”Iaskdisappointed

“It’sbreakfastinbed”hefrownsatmyexpression.

LordIdon’tmeantobeungratefulcozIknowthere

arepeopleouttherewhowouldverymuch

appreciatethisbreakfastbut….

“It’sfourslicesofbrownbreadbutteredwithRama

andpolonyinbetween”Iemphasisesohe

understandsmydisappointment“Andwhatkindof

horrificteaisthis”hescratcheshishead

“I,eishI’mnotsureIthinkitwaswrittenTrinco”

Earthcomeswallowme,Sigh!Iwonderwhodrinks

thisteainthishouse,thisisgrownpeopletea,my

fatherlovesthiskindofteasomuch,thestrong

type,Trinco,GlenandthatonewrittenTeabag.

Thesecompaniesshouldbefiredforproducing

suchstrongtea.

“Thankslove,youcanhelpme”Iknowheisgoing

toeatthisbreakfastlikeitwasn’tmeantformeand

indeedheprovesmeright

“Ithoughyouwouldneverask”hisalreadytaken



twoslicesandtheterriblecupoftea.Iwatchhim

eatmybreakfastinfiveminutesandburpwhenhis

done,Yak!“Iamgoingtoputthisaway,don’tmove”

Thatstupidgrinagain,Lordwhat’sheplanning.He

unfastenhisgowndroppingitonthefloorand

crawlonbedagain“Iwouldlikeustotrysomething

newtoday”hepullsmylegmakingmefallbackon

thebedasheastridemebrushingmyface

“Somethingthathastodowithyouontop”Iblink

rapidlyasalargesensationofdesiretravelsdown

mysacredplacewarmingupmybean“theeffectI

haveonyouispriceless”hechucklekissingmy

forehead

“Yousmellsosweetmyheaven”hisnosesmells

myneckasheleaveslightsoftkissesfrommyneck

tomyshouldersthatawakensmyfreakside.He

comestomymouthandkissmepassionately

runninghishandsallovermybody,Ireturnthekiss

withthematchingeffortasmybloodwarmsupwith



desire.Hecupsmycookieandstaresmewithgreat

lust“Whatdoyoucallthisinsesotho”weboth

laughandIlookawaystilllaughing“Ngitsh’lephela

sthandwasami”(tellmemylove)hebegswith

kissesallovermyface

“Kuku”Isaystilllaughing

“Hai!Notthatone,Iwantitsrealname”heinsist.I

amnotsayingthatuglynamewithmymouth

“Pleasemama”hesqueezesmycookieharderandI

moan

“Hmmm,Lesotho”hehaltsandpopshiseyes

“Lesothoisacountrymooss”Inodandhelaughs

“kijaLesotholami”(I’meatingmyLesotho)he

laughstrailingkissesallthewaydownboobs

raisingmygoosebumps.Hetakesoffmynight

dressstilldevouringmybody,hishandscupmy

breastandnipplesashisheadtravelsdownkissing

allthewaytomysex.Hetakesbothhishandsto

thecornersofmeundiesandhookthemdown

slowlyplantingfeatherlightkissesontopofmysex



Hethrowsmyundiesonmyfacewithasmirkashe

alsostandstakingoffhispj’s,hecrawlsback

kissingallthewayupfrommythighs,navel“Lala

baby,ubabauzodlailesotho”(Sleepbaby,Daddyis

goingtoeatLesotho)hekissesmytummycoming

uptomyboobsandtakeoneinhismouthsucking

itandhisotherhandtwistingmyothernipple,the

otherhandmovesdownmysexandheslowly

inserthisfinger“Hmmm,lookslikewegoodtogo”

heseizesandjumpstothesidesuckinghisfinger

“Getontop”hecommandsandIpopmyeyeslikeI

don’tknowwhathemeans“Don’tbesoshy,geton

topIwillshowyouwhattodo”thegrinonhisface.

Hescoopsmeandmakesmesitontopofhimas

heliesdown.IknowIhavehadlotsandlotsofsex

before,butwomanontop,hellIhaven’tdonethis

oneevensuckingisstillaforeignplaytome.

“You’reinchargemamadoasyouplease”,the

words‘I’mincharge’revivesthewh*reinme,it’smy

turntodohimandhewillbesurprisedofmyporn

watchingskills



Ileanbackandpositionmyheadwithhislength,he

popshiseyesashedidn’texpectthat.Igrasphim

inmyhandandrunitupanddownslowlywatching

hisexpression.Hismouthistakinginheavy

breaths,Iteaseandputthetipinmymouthgrinding

itslightlywithmyteeth“FU*K”hecursesthrowing

hisheadbackonthepillowwithhiseyestightly

shut.Islowlytakehiminslightlygrindinghimdown

withmyteethashislengthfeelsmymouthslowly

penetratingmythroat“Fu*k,fu*k”hemoveshis

hipsbackwardspullingoutofmymouthwithsharp

heldbreath“Haaaaa!Idon’twanttocome”hepulls

meuponhim“ThisiswhatImeantwhenIsaid

you’reincharge,Iwanttobeburiedinyou”

Heslideshishandbeneathmythighliftingmeupa

bitandhepositionshimselfonmyentranceslowly

penetratingmysexeasingintoit.Igroanashe

expandsmeandhislengthissuddenlygrown“Shit!

You’rekillingmebabe”hegrowlsbrieflyshutting

hiseyes.Heholdsbothsideofmyhipsandstare



intentlyinmyeyes“Meetmythrustokay”Inod.He

moveshishipupandImoveuptoo“A.awhenI

moveup,youmoveLesothodown”Inodsmiling.

HestartsagainandImoanfeelinghimwiththefirst

stroke

“Aaaaahhhh”Icry

“Yesbaby,moveyourwaisttoo,likeyouplayinga

hoola-hoop”hesinksbackonthebedtakinginall

thepleasure“OhhhhhYesmylove,likethat”Itake

bothhishandsfrommyhipsandpinthemabove

hisheadthenmoveforwarddownonhislength,he

pickstherhythmandmeetmythrustasoureyes

lock,Iseegreatdesireinhiseyesbuthisslowly

dying,hisclosetohisendandhistryingsohardto

waitforme.Iletgoofhishandsandjumpupand

downonhimtwicebeforehegroansloudclimaxing

insideme.Hediesimmediatelywithhisheart

palpitatingingreatsensation.Ifeelhimsoftenin

meandIfrown,hemustn’tdaremeIdidn’treach

mybreakingpoint



“Sango”heopenshiseyesslowlybreathingheavily

“Ididn’tcum”helaughsslightlyashepullsoutand

makesmelienexttohim

“I’msorrymyheaven,ithappens”hekissesmy

foreheadanddisappeartothebathroom.Idon’t

believethisbastard,theangerinmeis

unexplainablerightnow.Hecomesbackwitha

towelandwipesmewithapleasedgrinonhisface

“Ngiyabongalove,Igiveyou10/10forridingme”he

laughspleased“What’sthelongfaceformommy”

hekissesmycheekandwinkasInarrowmyeyes

athim“I’mgoingtobath,Ihavetogoseeyour

motherinlawoutbeforesheleaves”heleavesme

onthebedwithquestionsandfury,Iammadcoz

hedeniedmemybreakthroughandIamalso

askingmyselfwhathemeansseeingmymotherin

lawout.IsNdlovukazihere?JesusIhopeshedidn’t

hearthosescreams,Ithoughtshelongleft.

IthinkIsleptinmymadstatecozIamwokenupby



ahardknockonthedoor

“Whoisit?”Ishoutsleepy

“Mary,canIcomein”IcheckfirsttoseeifI’mina

decentstatebeforeItellhertocomein.IseeMr.

Orgasmdeniercoveredmewithablanket“Good

day”shesayscominginwithatrayoffood

“Goodday?”Ifrown

“It’saftertwelve,Ididn’tseeyouatbreakfastandI

figuredyoumustbehungrybynow”ncoo!Sucha

darling

“Thankyousismary,thispregnancysometimes

playsmelikeaguiter”shenodsleavingmewithmy

foodandIeatrightaway,GodIdidn’tevenwashmy

mouthandSango’ssomethingwasslidinginmy

mouthhoursago.

Atakealongdeservedshoweraftercleaningupthe

bedroomandgolookforSangoaroundthehouse

butIcan’tfindhimanywhereandforsomestupid

reasonIamgettingmorepissed.Itakemyphone



exasperatedanddialhim,Idon’twaitforhimto

evensayhello

‘Youbettergetyourasshereandgivememywell-

deservedorgasmrightnow,dudeIrodeyoulike

thereisnotomorrow,youbettercomehereandride

mebacknxa!’Ihearcoupleoflaughter’sbeforehe

replies

‘Sthandwasamii’minthecarandyou’reon

speaker’Icringeonthechairanddropthecallright

away.Jesushornyme!Irunupstairsandtakemy

bagrequestinganubertomyplace,Ican’tlook

whoeverhiswithintheeyeandfromthose

laughter’sMthowasdefinitelyinthere.GodIhope

Ndlovukaziisnotwiththem.

Enjoy

Seeyoualltomorrow

Remembertolike,comment,shareandinvite

friends
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TRIANGLEMAN

Everdonethestupidestthingeverandnowyou

don’tknowhowtoundoit?That’smerightnow,I

wishIcanreversetheclockandnotmakethatcall.

Sangoispissedwithme,hecalledlastnightnot

happythatIlefthisplacecozaccordingtohimmy

weekendsarereservedforhim,hewantedtocome

fetchmebutIliedandsaidI’matmybrother’s.Sigh!

I’mgoingtomakesureMthoandIbecomeparallel

linesfromnowon,thatguyisgoingtolaughmetill

thesundiesatleastNduisnotthatbadbutIhave

cometorealiseheisthequitesillytypesoI’malso

notsafewithhimeither

“Andthen?Its10:00am”shewalksinwithavery

livelyface,Iwishwecanswitchlivesnow

“I’mpregnant,Icansleepallday”Idefendandshe



chuckles

“WellpregnantgetupwehavetogobuyBoy

uniform”sighsheisright“Makeitsnappypregnant”

shescreamsleavingmyroom

LifeisveryeasysinceLuluishere,Ijusthaveto

cleanmyroomshealreadycleanedtohouse.I

makeitsnappyasrequestedcleaningmyselfup

andhavingmy12:00breakfast.Wemakeourway

tothemallwithBoytalkingnon-stop.

Afterourminishoppingwedecidetoretireatthe

foodcourtandhavelunch,Lulukeepsglancingat

myleftsideasifsheisconfirmingsomething

“Don’tlookneahgirlfriend,onyourleftsidethereis

ahotbastardstaringat…..”Idon’twaitforherto

finish,IlookandfindThabisomybossstaringat

me.Idon’tknowwhyshesaidIshouldn’tlookcoz

thatinmyheadwashertellingmetolook,maybeI

liveinmyownheadbutI’mjustlikethat.Iwavemy

handtryingmybesttobefriendlyandhesmiles

wavingback



“That’smyboss”shenodssceptical

“Whyishelookingatyoulikeapieceofmeat?”this

onehasavividimagination

“Stopbeingsillyhisjustlooking”Idismissher.

EventhoughIamdismissingmyfrienddeepdown

atthecoreIamtryingtopushthisatthebackofmy

head,Idon’twanttojumpintoconclusionsbutI

thinkmybosshassomethingforme.Iampraying

it’sjustasillycrushthathewilleventuallyoutgrow

becauseIcannotaffordofficedrama,sometimesI

alsofindhimstaringatmeespeciallywhenI’min

thecafeteriaformyusualmorningtea,eventhat

bigmouthHRassistantnoticedbutIdidn’tpay

attentiontoherridiculousspeculations.

Afterourlunchweheadedhomeanddecidedto

indulgeinsomesoulandrnbwiththeRomantic

Movement,onethingaboutthiskindofmusicis

thatitcanmakeyoufeelemotionalfornoreason

andnowlistingtoDancewithmyfathermyheartis

slowlybreaking,Imissmyoldman.Ireachformy



phonewithanaimtoscrollthroughourpictures

togetherbutIfind2missedcallsfromNdlovukazi

andonefromPeter.

Icallpeterfirstandheinformsmethathejust

wantedtoconfirmmyappointmentfortomorrow

cozIdidn’tdosomyself,Iwassupposedtocallhim

Fridayandconfirmbutittotallyslippedmymind,

nowmyemotionsarerunninghigh,howcanIforget

anappointmentformydaughter’sscan.Yes

tomorrowweknowingtherealsexandIamso

excitedforthatone.IdialNdlovukaziaftermy

conversationwithdoc

‘MaDlomo’Ifeellikerollingmyeyeseverytimeshe

saysthatname,shejustsaysitsounique

‘HelloMaa,Unjani?’(Howareyou?)

‘Ngiyaphilamtanami,Ukhweziufunaukukhuluma

naweangishominayouhatemelately,Ievenleft

andyoudidn’tcomeseemeasyouhadpromised’

eish!(I’mokaybaby,Khweziwantstotalktoyou…)

‘I’msorryMaaIwasreallybusybutIwillmakeitup



toyou,Iwillvisitsoon’lies

‘OkaybabyIwouldbeveryhappy,Nanguukhwezi’

(HereisKhwezi)Ihearabitofshuffling‘Mama

Mogirl’ncooo!Myboyfriend’sbabybathong!

‘Hellobaby’hervoicejustmeltsme

‘Imisssleepingwithyou’Ilaugh

‘Imisssleepingwithyoutoo’

‘Mamamogirl’shesniffswithatremblingvoice‘My

friendCindysaidIdon’thaveamother,shesaidmy

motherhatedmeandleftme’sheiscryingandI

hearhergrannytryingtocalmherdown.Kids!

‘I’msorrymybabypleasedon’tcry’Ipleadtryingto

calmherdownwithasoftvoice‘Pleasedon’tcryfor

mamamogirlokaybaby’Ihearasniffingokay‘Tell

youwhat,whenyoucloseforwinterIwillcome

fetchyoumyselfandwewillgoshoppingwith

cindysoshecanseeyouhaveacoolmother,how

isthat?’

‘Reallymamamogirl’shelightsup

‘Yesbaby,andyoucansleepwithmeallwinter



holidays’shelaughs

‘Andwecanwatchprincesssofia’Hellnah!

‘Yesbaby’

‘Yoh!okaymamamogirl,Iamgoingtolookfora

beautifuldressI’mgonnawearwhenwego

shopping,Itellgogotosendyoupicturesowewear

matchingdress,byeeloveyoumbaaa’Ihearher

gigglinggivinghergrannythephone

‘MaDlomongiyabonga’(Thankyou)

‘OkayMaa,bye’Idropthecallandsigh!Myeyesare

tearyandI’mtryingveryhardtoswallowthelump

growingonmythroat.Geez!I’mabadmother,firstI

forgetmyappointmentandnowIforgettocheckon

Khwezi,thepoorkidisalwaystheonecallingme

“Andnow”sheaskswithafrownonherface,I

ignoreherandcryinpeace.Shesighs!before

attendingtheringingdoorandcomesbackwith

Sangowhoquestionherwithhiseyesandshejust

shrug



“Myheaven”hesitsnexttomeandbrushmyback

“I’mabadmother,Iforgotmyappointmentand

Khwezi”nowIwailwithmyfaceburiedonhislap,I

hearhimchuckle

“Come,Iknowwhatwillmakeyoufeelbetter”

SIHLEKHOZA

Ihonestlydon’tknowwhymajorityofwitchdoctors

residesinsuchcreepyplacesandthosedogsin

thosekennelslooklikewolvesofsomesort.IfI

wasn’tdesperateIwouldn’tbehere,evenwalkingin

thisyardit’screepyashellbutit’snotascreepyas

havingmybrotherpinmedownthemattressand

fulfillhisdirtyevilsexualfantasies.Imakeamini

prayerbeforeIknockonthedoorofthehousethat

lookshabitablethantheothers

Anuglywomanwithpaledryskin,swolleneyesand

anunpleasantodouropensthedoor,shelooksat



mewithrelieflikesheissomehowthankfulofmy

presence

“Hello”Igreet

“Hi”shereplieswithafaceIcan’tread

“I’mlookingforMbovu,Khozasentme”Iexplain,

shepointsmeattheugliesthutandshutthedoorin

myface.Hercustomerserviceskillssucks,ifsheis

thewifeIamgoingtotellherhusbandtoteachher

howtohandlecustomers.ImurmurtomyselfasI

makemywaytothehutshepointedme.Iknock

onceandavoiceechobeforeIcouldevenopen

“Takeoffyourshoes”saysthecreepyvoice.I

obligeandwalkintobewelcomedbydarkness,

creepierodour,hangingskulls,variousanimals

skinscoveringthewallandayoungchild,Idon’t

knowifit’sagirlorboybutthatchildlooksstrange,

eventhecornerheissittingatgivesmecreepy

goosebumpsandthathat,whyishewearingsuch

abighatinsuchadarkplace.OureyesmeetasI

ambusyanalysinghimbuthissightmakesmy



bloodfreeze,hegoestoMbovuandwhisper

somethingbeforehedisappearbehinddifferent

hanginganimaltails“Sit”MbovuinstructsandI

obligewithaheartbeatinglikeatrumpet

“Iamtoldyouwoulddojustaboutanythingtohave

yourboyback”Inodtohisstatement“Perfect”he

reachesintoameal-mealbagandtakeoutacreepy

bottle“Whatdidyoubring?”I’mconfused

“WhatdidIbring?”Iaskback

“Yesaclothingoranyitemownedbythepersonwe

alluringtoyou”eish!Ididn’tthinkofthat

“Ididn’tbringanything,mybrotherdidn’tsay

anything”hehuffsannoyed

“Youngladydon’twastemytime,makeaplannow”

Ireallydon’tknowwhatplanwouldImakeasI’m

alreadyhere“Don’tyouhavehispicture?”heasks

afterwebothfallintoaminuteofsilenceandI

respondwithanoshakingmyhead“Social

networks,doesn’thehavepicturesthere?”



“Hedoes”

“Goprintoneandcomebackwithit,today”he

instructsandIquicklymakemywayoutinhaling

freshairasifit’smyfirstdayonplanetearth.

****

“Whatarewedoinghere?”Iaskbecausehejust

parkedinthemiddleofnowhere,hekissesmyhand

andbrushit

“Ithoughtwecouldlistentomusicandjustrelax

whileyoutellmewhyyousosad”hereachesfrom

thebagandputskfcpaperbagonmylap“Andeat

whileatit,thereisalsoicecreamandyoghurt,what

doyouwanttostartwith”foodofcourse,canhebe

humanwhostartswithdessert?“Sowhat’seating

myheaven?”heasksasI’malreadydevouringmy

food

“Mydad,Imisshim”

“I’mfixingthatsthandwasamipleasehanginthere



abit,yourbrotheragreedtoaccompanymetoyour

grandfather’sandhetoldmethatyourfatherisstill

theresoitwillbetwobirdswithonestone”Inod

withamouthful“NowcanIeattoo?”mxm!Sango

andfood

“SekajahaholoSangothisissupposedtobemy

food”Ireprimand

“What?”mxm!SometimesIforgethimandSesotho

areparallellines

“Don’teattoomuch”helaughs

“Butbabeif…….”Hetoucheshisforeheadinpain

“What’swrong?”Iaskworried

“I’mnotsuremaybeit’soneofthosemigrainesbutI

haven’texperiencedtheminawhile,Iactually

thoughteverythingwasokay,aauuuuu!”hegroans

inpain

“Babemaybeyoushouldseeyourdoctoragain”I

feelhisforeheadbutthereisnotemperaturehe

feelsnormal.Hisphoneringsjustaswestill

worried



“It’sGumede”hesaysbeforeputtinghimon

speaker“Gumgum”Gumedechuckles

“Fosegwena,uright?”(Piss-off,areyouokay)he

asks

“YeahI’mfine,why?”heasksback

“Ijusthadamomentofsomethingdarkalluringyou,

becarefulVulamasango”headvice

“I’malwayscarefulgumgummycompetitor,I’m

withourgirlfrienddon’tyouwanttosayhi”Gumede

chuckles

“Whatabouther,isshefine?”

“Gumedenooneisindangerhere,relax”gumede

sighsaudibly

“Okay,sayhitomyyoungestwife”Sangolaughs

droppingthecall

“Howistheheadache?”IaskassoonasIhavehis

attentiononceagain

“Gone,comehere”helowersmysitmakingmelie



down“IbelieveIoweyouanorgasm”Inodpleased

“Let’shaveourfirstsexinthecar”webothgiggle

throughourkiss

***

Jesus!Thingswegetourselvesinvolvedinsigh!

LuckilyitsSundaysotherewasnotrafficorany

hurdlesontheway.IthankFacebookforcoming

throughforme,IusedtostalkhimwhileIwasstill

marriedandfantasiseaboutthefuturewecould

havehadandnowI’mjustastepcloserfrom

achievingthatdreamitwillbetwobirdsinone

stone,themanIloveandmyson.

Iknockonceandletmyselfinbarefoot,theshort

boyquicklydisappearsbehindthedisgusting

animaltailsdoor,washebutnaked?Butnah!

Maybemymindisjustplayingtrickswithme,the

creepinessofthisplacecanmakeyouseethe

unforeseen.

Iweighthegrounddownonthereedmatandhand



himtheprintedpaper

“Perfect,doyouknowhisnames”Inod,hetakes

metalbasinandlightthepaperonit“Sayhisnames

untilthepaperburnsout”heinstructs

“VulamasangoDlomo,VulamasangoDlomo,

VulamasangoDlomo”Iindeedrepeathisnamestill

thepaperburnsout,hethensquashtheashes

turningthemintopowderandaddanotherpowder

fromtheterriblebottlewiththeashes

“Whenyoubathtomorrow,addallthismixturein

yourwateronceandcallouthisnames”Inod“Now

liedownandtakeoffyourunderwear”Ifrownin

confusionandstareathim“Payment,youneedto

pay”heelaborates

“Paywithwhat?”theshockinmyvoice

“Younglady,youwantaroyalmantoputhisseedin

youright”Inod“Wellhisseedmaygrowinyoubut

hisancestorsareverystrongandtheymight

discardthatseedbeforeitevengenerates,Ihaveto

makesureIhideyourwombfromthem”he

elaboratesfurther



“Howthough?”helooksatmepissed

“Ihavetoputthispowderinyou”heshakesthe

disgustingbottleinmyface

“Icandoitmyself”hepincheshisnose

“FusegsfebeIdon’thaveallday,youwanttobea

queenbutyounotwillingtopaythepriceformy

services”heroughlytakesthepowderI’msupposed

tobathwithfrommyhand

“Noplease,Iwilldoit”Ibeg

“GoodnowdoasIsaymyboywant’stoeat”he

standsupasIslowlypullmyunderweardownand

lieonthestickysmellyreedmat.Hecomes

betweenmykneesandspreadthemfurtherapart,I

feelhimsmearingapowderedsubstanceonmysex

butIfeelheavyallofasudden,it’slikeI’mgluedon

theground,Itrytostandbutsomethingisweighing

medown

“Babasheisready”Mbovuyellsforsomeone,the



youngboycomesbehindthatdoorbuttnakedwith

thehugestscariestdickIhaveeverseen,myeyes

popoutofitssocketsandItrytoscreambutmy

voiceisnotwheretobefound,it’slikeIbecame

muteinaninstant.

“Usebenzile,namuhlasizodlakamnadiMaMbovu

willrest”(Youworkedwell,todaywe’lleatnicely…)

theyoungmankneelsbetweenmylegsasItryto

screamhardwithtearsfreelywettingmyears.Ifeel

somethingashardasastickroughlypenetratemy

drysexasmywallstearsapart,thereisinstant

painfulliquidflowingfrommysexandIthinkits

blood.MyvoiceisfailingmeinwaysIcan’timagen,

witheverystrokemorebloodflowsandtheshort

mannowtakesofhisheadandIcanfinallyputthe

facetothesmallboy’sbody,heisactuallyanold

maninaboy’sbody,olderthanMbovuifmy

cerebrumhasn’tfailedmetoo.

HeisthescariestmanIhaveeverseenonearth,if

thereisaspeciescalledatrianglemenhewould

qualifywithoutevenauditioning,theheadis



humongousformedinatriangleshape,earssortof

trianglemadewithhugesnailearringsonbothears,

hislongnailsalsotriangleformedstickdeepinmy

thighsashemercilesslypoundsmeIbeteventhe

stickburrowingmeistriangleshaped.BynowI’m

cryingthepaininmeandthehorrorbeforeme.

MbovuslowlytakesoffhisclothestooandIdie,my

eyesfailtowatchanymore,deepdrowsinessvisit

meastheyoungoldmanpullsoutwithbloodied

di*kandMbovutaketurn.

HAppyscarydreamsmypeople
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EXECUTIONOFTHEPLAN

Mysourbodyistremblingagainstthecouchasif

I’msittinginsideafreezer,Isitcurledonthecouch

staringatthebottleinfrontofme,wasitworth

beingrapedbyinyangaandhismaster,wasitworth

bearingthepainoftwohugesticksgoing

simultaneouslyinsideme.Iwipemyfreelyfalling

tearsandmakemywaytothebathroom,Iknow

seeingmysoninmyarmswillmakeallthisworthy

andhavingVuvuwillcompletethisholeinmyheart.

Ifillthebathwithwaterandpourthecontentsof

thebottleallinsidethenIsoakmyselfincalling

Vuvu’snameasinstructed,whenI’mdoneIdrymy

bodyandthrowmypainfulselfonthebedand

weep.Idon’tknowhowIgotherelastnight,thetwo

monsterstookturnswithmeandsomehowIwoke

upinmyapartmentwiththisbottleinfrontofme

andnowasItrytothinkIcan’tmakeoutMbovu’s



placeanymore,Iamnolongerhundredpercent

sureofthedirectionsandthesmsofthedetailsin

myphoneisnolongerthere

MyphoneringsasI’mtryingtomakesuremybrain

isstillfunctioningwell

‘ThemightyKhoza’Ianswerhumblyandrespectful

‘Mbovutellsme,you’reready’

‘YeboBhuti’

‘Good,goodnowgoacttodaytimeisnotonmy

side’hesoundsexcited

‘BhuticanIpleasedoittomorrow,I’mstillsore

and….’

‘Sihletoday’heshoutsanddropthecall

Sigh!SometimesIwonderhowmyparentswere

like,ifmylifewouldhaveturnedoutthiswayifthey

werestillalive.Iwipemyfallingtearsandmakemy

waytothecloset,Ineedtocoverallthisbruised

facewithmake-up,coverthiswoundedsoulwitha

smileandcoverthispaininmewithhope,hopethat



allwillbealright,Iwillhavemysonandmaybevuvu

too.

Idrivetohisplacetryingtothinkofawaygethimto

meetupwithmeinasecludedarea,letmecallsis

Lumaybeshemighthelpwiththisone

‘Sihle’shegreets

‘SisLuIneedhelp’shesighs!

‘I’mlistening’

‘IhavetoexecutetheplantodayandIdon’tknow

howIwillgetvuvutomeetupwithmealone’she

sighsagain

‘Heisprobablyatworknowyouwon’tfindhim

there,callhimandtellhimyouhavesomethingto

tellhimaboutme,somethingthatinvolvesme

hurtingBoitumelo,hewilldefinitelywanttomeet’

perfect

‘ThankyousisLu’

‘You’rewelcomebaby,updatemelaterIhavetogo

now,thedevilisnotwelltodayhestressingabout



theplan’sheinforms

‘Iwon’tdisappointyousisLu,I’mdoingthisforyou

too,bye’IdropthecallandscrollthroughVuvu’s

numbers

‘Hello’heanswers

‘HeyVuvu,it’smeHlehlecanItalktoyou’thesugar

inmyvoicewouldsweetenthewholeSA

Hechuckles‘Hlehlediedtomeandnowecannot

talk’hedropsthecallinstantly.Nxa!Vuvuandhis

stubbornness,Idecidetotexthim

*It’saboutsisLu,Ifoundoutsomethingvery

disturbingthatsheisplanningtodotoyour

girlfriendandIhavetotellyoubeforeshehurtsyou

andthoseyouloveanyfurther*Iwaitaminute

prayinghetakesthebaitandindeedhedoes,his

calling

‘Whatisit’heasksassoonasIpressaccept

‘Ican’ttellyouoverthephone,canwemeetplease’

IbeginvoiceImyselfcan’trecognise



‘Whydoyoucareaboutmywife?’mxm!Wifemy

foot

‘I’mtryingtorectifymywrongsvuvuandIdon’t

careaboutherbutshejustdoesn’tdeservethe

horrorbeingplannedagainsther’Itrytoconvince

him

‘ThisbetterbegoodSihle,gotomyhouselet’smeet

thereinanhour’

‘Can’twemakeitnowI….’hecutsme

‘No,Ihavetotakemypregnantwifetothedoctor,in

anhourSihle’hedropsthecallagain.Hearinghim

callherhiswifedoesn’tsitwellwithme,yesthegirl

isbeautifulasfu*k,sheisactuallyoneofthoseyou

couldputinfrontofyouandnotgettiredofstaring

attheirbeautyandthatsmile,damn!Sheis

gorgeousbutIwon’tbeintimidatedbybeauty,Iam

doingthisformysonandhavingvuvuontopwould

beChristmas

***



MyMondayhavebeensobusythatIhaven’thad

timetoeat,meetingmynewPAandateamfullof

testosterone,Iwonderwhymostpeoplestillhave

theancientmentalityofwomennotworkinginthe

constructionengineeringprojects.Itookonly7and

releasedtheother8tobegiventoMr.Lehoko,Itold

Mr.ThulothatIwantmyteammixedbothmenand

womenandhedidn’thaveaproblemwithithe

promisedtohiremorefemales.Abitof

progesteroneisalwaysvaluablewearethe

foundersoflifeafterallandIbelieveeverything

touchedbyprogesteronemanifestintogreatness.

Idecidetoclosethisfileandgoeatasmystomach

startscryingforattentionbutmyhandsome

somebodywalksinlookinggorgeousasever,but

hisfacetellsmehisindistress

“MyBunny”hechucklesasIgotohimwrappingmy

handsaroundhiswaistandstandonmytoesto

kisshim,hisverytallandevenwhenI’minheelsI

stillstrugglereachinghisfaceorI’mtheshortoneI

don’tknow“What’swrong”



“Nothingiswrongmyheaven”hekissesmy

forehead“I’mheretofetchyouforourappointment”

heremindsme.ShitIforgot

“Thankyoubabe,Ialmostforgotagain”henodsas

Itakemybagandheholdsouthishandformine

“I’mhungrySangocanwepasssomewhere”

“Don’tworryIboughtyoufood,you’lleatinthecar”

Wearerightontimewhenwearriveandpeter

wastenotime,hetakesmybloodpressureandhis

nothappywiththeresult

“WhatdidIsayaboutstress?”heasksnothappy

“I’msorry?”that’sallIcanaffordtosaynow

“Doyouwanttolosethisbaby?”hethreatens

“Ofcoursenot,whatkindofquestionisthat”Ireply

exasperatedandSangochucklesnexttome

Hechucklestoo“Getonthebedandgetready”he

instructswritingsomethingonthefileasIundress

forthescan“Vulapreparetobe1000shortmy

brother”hewearshisglovessmiling



“Inyourdreams,myancestorsaregoingtomopthe

floorwithyourdegreeinfewminutes”helaughs

andfocusonthemachineabit“Wemadea1000

betaboutthebaby,hesaysit’saboyandItoldhim

wedon’tmakeboysattheDlomos”mxm!Stupidbet

“Let’sseeaboutthat”heappliesthegelsandsmear

itaroundwiththescannerandalargeheartbit

comestolive,webothsmilehappilyatthesoundof

that“Aaaaah!”hefrownsabitlookingatthe

monitor

“What?What’swrong”Sangoasksinpanic

“Nothingiswrongit’sjust……..Letmegetsomeone

first”hesaysalreadyheadingforthedoor.Weboth

sitinsilenceandIthinkwearebothprayingthat

nothingiswrongwithMampe.Afterawhilehe

comesbackwithafemaledoctorwhogreetsand

focusonthescreenrunningthescanneronmy

tummy

“Noit’sone”theladydoctorinformPeter

“Yoh!ThanksIthoughtIsawtwo”they

communicatelaughingexcludingusoutoftheir



conversation“Vula,lookslikeIoweyou1000,its

girlandsheisperfectlyhealthy”webothbeamwith

excitementashedeliversthenews

“Itoldyou”Sangoshakeshishandhappilyasthe

ladyhelpsmedressup“Youstilldon’tbelievein

ancestors?”heasksPeterlaughing

“Nop”Hereplieslaughingback“Tumipleasestay

awayfromstressplease”hebegsandInod“GoodI

willseeyoubothinournextappointmentandwith

NOSTRESSTUMI”heemphasisethelastpartand

bitusfarewellasweleave.

Sangodrovemebacktomyworkplaceafterthe

appointmentandIamsoexcitedIcanfinallystart

buyingmore,sofarIonlyhavetworompersfor

Mampeandthat’snotgoodatall.IhappilytextLulu

tellingherthegoodnewsasIwalktomyofficeand

Ibumpintosomeone

“Eishsorry,IwastextingsomeoneIamreallysorry”

Iapologise

“What’swiththesmile”Mr.Thuloasks



“IjustfoundoutI’mhavingababygirl”hesmiles

“IfsheisanythinglikehermotherIenvytheman

whoisgoingtocomehometotwobeautifulgirls

everynight”Inodatwhateverthatwasandquickly

makemywaytomyoffice,Idon’tknowifit’sa

complimentorwhatbutitwasawkward.

JustasIsit,myphoneringsandIdon’trecognise

thecaller

‘Hello’

‘Myyoungestwife,It’sGumedeI’msorrytotrouble

youI’mtryingtogetholdofVulaishewithyou?”I

laughattheyoungestwifepart

‘NontateGumede,hejustdroppedmeatwork’

‘Pleasegocheckifhisokay,Ijustsawsomething

verydisturbingabouthim’Idon’twaittobetold

twice,thetoneinhisvoiceandhisskillstellsmeto

oblige.Idropthecallandquicklyrequestanuber

runningoutofmyofficeandIdialMthointhemain

time



‘Gumedejustcalledhe….’Hedoesn’twaitformeto

finish

‘Metoo,I’monmywaytothehouse,thetracker

pointshimathome’

‘Thankyou’Idropthecallandsilentlypraygetting

inthecar

***

Thesecurityletmeinwithoutahustleit’slikehe

wasalreadyexpectingmeandtheladythe

welcomedmeisgotstinkingattitude,shedidn’t

evenoffermeanythingtodrink,nxa!Bloodymaid.I

hearacarpullthroughasiseatcomfortablyin

housethat’sgoingtobemineinjustafewdays,I’m

definitelymovinginoncethingssettledown,Ithink

tomyselfasIfixmycleavage

“Sihle”hegreetssittingmilesfromme,Godthis

manisbeautifuleverythingabouthimis

intoxicating,hisscent,hisheight,hisskincolour,



hisattireandhiswatch“Sihle”hescreamsagain

bringingmebacktoearth.Kantiisn’thesupposed

tobeattractedtome,helookslikesomeonewhois

pissedtobehere“SihleKhoza,youbettertalktoday,

Idon’thavealldayandwhateverisitbetterbegood

enoughformetolietomywifebybeinghere”mxm!

“Aaaghm”Ibringbackmyvoicethatfeelslikeit

escapedmymouththeminutehewalkedhis

charmingselfin“I’msorry,youlookhandsome”I

compliment,maybeifIcomplimentmutiwillwork

automatically

Hechucklesannoyedstandingup“Fu*koffmy

house”hecommandspissedandIstandgoing

towardshim,Itouchhishandtryingtobeghim

“I….”heyankshishandbeforeIcanmakea

sentenceandtouchhisforeheadasifinpain

“Vuvu”Icalloutinpaniccozhereallylookslikehis

inpain.Hebalanceshimselfbythecouchbeforehe

fallsonthefloorwithhiseyesclosed.Hisphones

ringsasI’mstilltryingtorevivehimandGumede’s



nameiswrittenasacaller,Idropitandshutit

continuingwithmymissionathand.

AvoiceechoesmyheadasI’mtryingtowakehim

up“Doitnow”,yesthisisperfecthedidn’tlooklike

someonewhomightsleepwithmeandthis

unconsciousstateworksinmyfavourIjustprayhe

doesn’twakeup.Iquicklytakeoffmyjeans

togetherwithmyunderwearandkneeldown

unzippinghispants,Ionlyneedthedi*k,Iwon’t

botherundressinghim.Gosh!Hisgotabeautiful

stickunlikethescarysticksIsawyesterday.

Irunmyhandsupanddownonittryingtowakeit

upbutnothing,eish!Isuckitstilltryingtowakeit

butnothing“Justdoit”thatvoicecomesagain,I

climbhimanddirecthismemberinmebutisslides

out.Jesus!What’swrongwiththisman,sucha

wasteofabeautifuldi*k,Idon’trememberhim

havingbedroomproblemswhilewewerestilldating

andnow,maybeit’sthatgirlfriendofhis,Ithinkto

myselfasIamtryingtomakehimpenetrateme,by

nowI’mfrustratedasfu*k,IhavetriedanythingI



coulddo

Idecidetojustridehisballsmaybeitwillwakeup,

justasimenjoyinghisballsMthowalksinrunning,

heseizesonhisstepswithafrown

“Whatthefu*k!Vulamasango”hewalkstowards

ourlovescenefuming“Vulamasango”heshouts

againstaringdownathimandIamjustfrozenon

topofhim.Hefrownsandstareatmysleepingman

beforehelooksatme,helowershimselfover

Vuvu’sheadandrepeatedlyhithischeeks“Vula,

Vula….”JustthenBoitumelowalksinandpopsher

eyesblinkingrapidly

“Saa…Vuu”shestutter’sshockedandMthoturnsto

her

“Shit!Mamtaungit’snotwhatyouthink”hetriesto

explainbutthegirlquicklyrunsoutofthehouse,he

looksatmewithsomuchrangebeforeheroughly

givesmeahardbackslapthatinstantlymakeme

bitemymouth“Getthefu*koffmybrothersfebe”

hetakeshisphoneanddialsomeone“GumedeI



waslate,howfarareyou………………..Okaymakeit

snappyplease”hedresseshisbrotherwithsweat

shootinghisskinasIputonmypants“Uzofa

namhlanjeuyezwa”(You’regoingtodietoday)he

informscallingsomeoneagain“Kubekaplease

don’tletanyoneinorout,onlyGumedewhenhe

arrives”hedropsthecallandIshakeonthecouch

onceagainstaringatthefuriousmaninfrontofme
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THEREVELATION

Idon’tknowifitismeandmyvividimagination



beingextraordinaryasalwaysoramIreallyseeing

hellthroughMtho’sgaze.Ihaveknownhimfora

longtimesincewegrewupinthesamevillagebut

notonceinthoseyearshaveIseenhimthisfurious

andnowIamstartingtoregretmypettyactionsof

gettingmysonbackastheyarousedMtho’sireto

anextentofhisfaceturningpink,hisayellow

somebodybutnowhisturnedpink-reddish.Hesits

oppositemestaringatmewithnothingbutpure

hatredandeveryburningstarehegivesmefeels

likeashrinkageinme,IfeellikeIfitlikeaglove

rightatthepalmsofhishandandwitheverystare

hekeepssqueezingmeharderandharder.

Theonlythingthatcomestomenowisto

apologiseorrun,theprioronesoundsmore

appropriatesoIwillstartwithitandyesIknowIam

wrongbutIbelieveitwasforagoodcourseand

maybehemightbeconsiderateandhearmeout.

“IamsorryMtho”Imakeoutthosethreewordswith

theworld’sgreatestempathybuthechuckles

pissedandthrowspitatmyfacewalkingtowards



thewindow.Ishovemyapologiesdownmythroat

andgoforthelaterIdon’tknowhowI’mgettingout

ofherebutIknowIwilldietryingandhewould

ratherkillmethanlockmeupbeforebeingreunited

withmysonandnowlookslikeaperfecttimeas

hisfocusisoutsidestaringthroughthecurtains,he

keepspacingupanddownstaringoutsidethrough

thewindowasifheisguardingsomething

Iaskmyfeettocarrymeandrunformylife

towardsthedoorwhenhemakeshisturntothe

windowonceagain,Idon’tknowwherethisCaster’s

moveshavebeenallmylifeIwouldhaveranformy

lifelongago,Ipassthesobbingboitumelositting

ontheflowerpotoutside,herhandsarepressing

herkneesdownweighingallherwoedownher

lowerbody,shelooksliketheworldhascrushedin

frontofherandforsomereasonshejustlookatme

running,nooneischasingmeandtothinkIsat

underMtho’spainfulhatredstareforthatlong

thinkinghewon’tletmeleave.



WhenI’mcertainI’mabitfarIbendtouchingmy

kneesgivingmylungsachancetogetsomeair

seeingI’mclosertothegate,Ilookbackandsee

Mthosittingnexttoboitumeloandtheyareboth

justwatchingme

Bloodycreeps!IthinktomyselfasImakemyway

tothegateandshit!It’slockedandthisisnotthe

typicalgateonecouldjump.Iknockhardatthe

windowofthesmallhousebythegate“Openup”I

telltheoldmanwholetmeinnicelyearlieron,he

chucklesandclosesthedooratmyface.Wtf!This

manmustn’ttry,Ibangthedoorpersistentlyhoping

hewillopenbuthedoesn’tandwhenIlookbackat

thetwocreeps,Mthowavesatmeandblowmea

kiss.

AftermyendlessdoorbangsIretireonthe

pavementhopingthatsomeonewillwalkinorout

andthatwillbemychance.IwishIhadmyphone

withmebutmycasterskillsmademeforgetmy

handbag.Theoldmanwalksoutafterawhilewith

ayounghunk



“Don’tletheroutofyoursideAbongile”theoldman

instructsthehunkwalkingtowardsmeashegoes

tothegateopeningit,thisboylooksyoungbuthis

facialstellsmehisnotonetomesswithandthat

scarbelowhiseyemakeshimlookmorehazardous,

heislikeacanofdoominsideafirepit,onewrong

movehisgoingtoblastandforthosereasonsI

endureanotherpainfulstare

NdunadrivesinwiththeoneandonlyGumede,

rightnowI’msweatingbecauseoffearIknow

Gumedeisnotonetomesswith“Getherbackin

thehouseAbongile”theoldmaninstructtheyoung

batistaagainafteropeningthegate.Theboyjust

givemeonelookandIstandwalkingbacktothe

house,Inoticethetwocreepsarenolongersatat

theirpost.Gumede’sstareburnsmefromamile

away,IamnolongersweatingIamliterallyburning

fromhisintensegaze.

“Didyoutouchher?”GumedeasksBatistaassoon



aswereachthembythedoorandheshakeshis

headNo“WhataboutKubeka?”

“Hedidn’t”Batistareplies

“Good,thankyouI’lltakeitfromhere”helooksat

me“Getin”hecommandsandIdoastold,histone

isnotonetobemessedwith.Ioffermyselfalonely

couchwhenwewalkinandcurlonit,thesilence

andsaltyhatredroaminginthisroomwouldmakea

perfectscarystudioroom.Gumedecasthiseyeson

meonceagainasifhisstudyingme.Hesitsonthe

tablebeforemeandgroantouchinghisknees,his

eyesturnwhiteandIseethemissisjumpabit,Hmk!

Ifshethinksthisisscary,sheshouldresidein

Disneyland,thisformeisplaytime.

Heopenshisbagandtakeoutanuglybottlethat

lookslikeitagedbeforehim,hesprinklesliquid

fromthebottleonmeandIgaspindisbelief,

“HlalaphansiMbovana”(SitdownMbovana)he

commandpointinganemptyspacebesidesme,he

leavesmeasshockedasIamandattendthe



sleepingmonalisaonthefloor,hekneelsbefore

himapplyingsomethingonhisnoseandthenhe

sprinklesliquidalloverhim

“Didyoutouchher?”heasksMthowhoseeyesare

stillonmebytheway

Hefrowns“I’mnotsure,maybe”Mthoreplies

“IneedyoutobesureMthokozisi,Did.You.Touch.

Her”heemphasisepointingatme

“Ibitchslappedher”

“Comejoinyourstupidbrother”Helazilywalk

towardsthetwo

“Gumedepleasedon’tsprinklethatthingonmetoo,

itstinksas….”Hedoesn’tfinish,Gumedesprinkle

himtooashecomplains

“Youtouchedawitch’sagentthatisbeingfollowed

byhiserrandboy,Ihavetocleanseyoutoo”he

explainspouringmoreliquidonthem.Ifrownatthe

mentionofawitch’sagent,I’manangel,maybea

bitfaultyhereandtherebutIwouldliketothinkI’m

theclosestthingtowhatangelsshouldbelike.



Therearepeoplewhodocruelthingsoutthere,

peoplelikemybrotherandIwouldliketothinkthey

aretheoneswhoaccommodatethetittlewitch’s

agentwithdistinctions“Helpme,holdhislower

bodydownandIwillholdtheupperpart”he

instructsMthoaftersprinklingthemwiththeliquid

fromthecreepybottle

Hecontinuesgroaningandmumblingwithhiseyes

turningabitwhiteincolourasherecitetheirclan

names,Vuvustartsshakingroughlybuttheyhold

himstill

“Thisniggeristoostrong”MthocomplainsasVuvu

shakesmore

“Ndunahelphim”Gumedeinstructsonceagainas

hecontinueswithhisvoodooceremony“Carryhim

tothebathroom,heneedswater”heinstructsthe

twoonceagainandtheystilllookingathimasifhe

saidheneedsoceanwater“Mthokozisi,Nduna!”he

exclaim,theycomplaincarryinghimupthestairs.



Ifitwasn’tfortheBatistasituationatthegate,I

wouldhavetakenthisasmyescapeplanparttwo

butnowIknowitispointlessandforsomeweird

unexplainablereasonIfeelgluedonthischair,my

lowerbodysuddenlyfeelsheavy.

IlookatthegirlI’mleftwithandwatchherintensely

analysingherdistinguishingfeatures,whateverthat

liquidGumedesprinkledonmemademerootedon

thiscouchbecauseIwanttostranglethisgirl

standingbeforemeandmysonbutIfeelgluedto

thecouchandwhyisn’tshetryinganything,she

keepssniffinghernoseandwipingtearsthatare

flowingliketheriversofJordan

Shesniffsandtakesasmallfastenedplasticinher

bag,sheopenstheplasticandscoopapowdered

brownishwhitemutiinhermouth.Ichucklein

disbelief,tothinkIwascalledwitch’sagenta

minuteagoandtherealwitchissittingbeforeme,

maybethatiswhyVuvu’sdi*kdidn’twakeup,this

bitchisusingmutionhim.Shecloseshereyesasif

sheisenjoyingthatmutiinhermouth.



“Iknewtherewasmoretothisperfectparadeyou

puton”Icouldn’tholdmymouth,shefrowns

blinkingrapidlylookingatme,Ihaverealisedthat

sheisoneofthosethatblinktentimesinaminute

“Yourmutiwon’tworkonme”Iclarifybutitseems

likeIlosthermore.Sheignoresmeandtake

anotherscoopofhermuticlosinghereyes,this

timeIthinkIalsohearabitofsmoothhumming

thatyoumakewheneatingsomethingappetizing

Nxa!I’mgettingpissed,thisbitchisnotgoingto

huminthissituation“Hisdi*kisquitenasty

delicious,justthewayIrememberit”Itellandshe

openshereyesstaringatme,yeah!Igother!She

looksatmeforawhilebeforeshecontinueswith

hermutiignoringme

***

VULAMASANGODLOMO



IwouldliketothinkI’masimplecomplicatedmanif

thereissuchscenariotodescribeone’sself,Iam

aneasymantolovebutlovingmecomeswithso

muchcomplications.Ilookatmygirlsitting

enjoyingher‘cremhla’,shehidesthatthingfromme

inallwaysandforsomereasonshethinksIdon’t

knowabouthereatingit,onethingaboutherisshe

can’tliefacetofaceandherfacealwayssellsher

afterher‘cremhla’eatings,sheisalwaysjumpy

whenIwalkinonhereatingthatthingbutIlether

be,Idon’twanttocomebetweenherandher

cravingsbutwhatshedoesn’tknowisthatIalways

addmoremilktothemixturewhenshefallsasleep,

Idon’twantherfeedingmybabysoil.

“Shesawhernakedontopofyou”Mthoinformsme

snappingmeoutofmythoughtfulmomentaswe

standupthestairslookingdownatthem

“IwishIcouldwipeallthatawaybafo”

“SheisstrongerthanIthought,Ithoughtsheleft

butshewasjustsittingoutside,shesaidshe



couldn’twatchanakedwomanontopofyou”

“Knowingher,that’sgoingtobeourbreakingpoint,I

don’tknowhowI’mgoingtomakehergetthat

imageofhermind……”Gumedecutsmewalkingto

us

“Don’tworryabouther,shecanhandleherselfquite

well,let’sgodealwithyourex-loverfornow”he

informswalkingaheadofus

MywifeisnotashappyasthefirsttimeIwokeup

frommyspiritualsleep,theemotionandexpression

onherfacetellsmesheisrelivedmorethanbeing

happyandIunderstand.IknowifitwasmeandI

foundherinthatcompromisingsituationsomeone

wouldbeontheirwaytothemortuarybynow.Isit

nexttoherandbrushherbackbutsheshiftsand

cringeabit

“Zululami”shedoesn’trespond,sheblinksherlong

lashestentimesaminuterunninghereyesaway

fromme,sigh!Thisistakingustensteps

backwards



“SihleKhoza,what’sthatnexttoyou?”Gumede

askssittingbeforeSihle,hebringsmebackfrom

myworriesandIlookatsomeoneIoncelovedbut

nowhmk!Ifitwasn’tformypregnantgirlfriendthis

bitchwouldbedead.Isqueezethebeatsaroundmy

wristtighterthatGumedemademewearwhenI

feeltheachetostranglethelifeoutofher.Sihle

somehowfrownsearchingfrombothherside“The

shortmanwithabighatnexttoyouSihle”Gumede

clarifiesandsomehowwearealllost

“Youseeyounglady,lifeisallaboutchoices,yes

someofthethingsthatbefallsusinthejourneyof

lifearenotsopleasantbutit’sthosegruesome

challengesthatshapesusforwhowetrulyare,it’s

thosehurdlesandcrookedpathsthatpavesusto

sailsmootherinthefuture.Yoursonisfineandwell

butheisnotyourson,heisyourbrotherSihle

Khozabecauseheisyourownseed.Your

ancestorsdon’trecognisehimasyourson,theysee

himasyourbrotherandifyoureallywanttosee



himgrowcomebackfromthislifeyouhavechosen

Thatboyisanabomination,sibling’sseed.Khoza

needstocleanseyouandhisfather’skraalthathe

spitonandonlythenmydaughterwillthingsgoin

accordance.Ifyourbrotherrefusetoappeaseyour

displeasedfatheraskyouruncletodoitbeforeit’s

toolateforyouandyouryoungerbrotheryou

birthed.This.Is.My.Advice.To.Sihle.Khoza”he

pausesabit

“NowtoSihleMurandzispeakup”Hecommands

sprinklingherwithliquidandSihlesingslikeabird,

shetellsuseverysingledetailofhercruelbrother’s

filthyplans.Tosayweareshockedtohearwhatmy

brotherinlawhasbeenuptoisanunderstatement,

whatkindofmanrapeshisownsisterandplants

hisseedinherontopofthecrueltyhisalreadyput

hissisterthroughandsomehownowIkindof

understandLuthando’sbehaviournotthatI

condoneitbutnowitisclearwhereallthisrange



emanatefrom

“WhatexactlydoesKhozawantfromVula’sseed”

GumedeasksSihlewhosebeensinginglikeabird

“That’swhatI’mnothundredpercentsureofsir,my

jobwasjusttofallpregnantwithhischildthenhe

wasgoingtotakethefoetusfrommywomband

useit,hesaidheneededapurechildthat’snoteven

bornhencehedidn’teventryanythingwithKhwezi”

Ifrownandlookatmygirlwhoseshockedashell,I

thinkinherworldthingslikethisarejustmyths

“Okay,Ihavetoaskthisneahbafodon’ttakeit

personalorlikeI’mplantingaseedinthe….”His

rumblingandIknowwhateveriscomingisgoingto

bestupid

“GettothepointMtho”Ibeg

Hesighs!“Whydidn’tKhozatryanythingwith

mamtaungsincesheispregnantwithyourseed?”I

frownandlookatGumedewhocasthiseyesat

Sihle



“Mybrotherdoesn’tknowsheispregnant,that’sthe

onethingsisLuhidfromhimandeverytimeI

askedherwhyshedidn’ttellhim,shejustsaidwe

havetofindanotherwaybuthemustneverknow

yourgirlfriendispregnant”

Ithinkweareallshockedattherevelationthatmy

girlmightbeindangerifKhozafindoutsheis

pregnant,andwonderingwhyLuthandodidn’ttell

Khozaaboutherpregnancyworriesmemore,could

shebelookingoutformeorissheuptoher

nonsense.AtleastnowIknowthedevilI’mfighting

withandit’shightimeIputonmyboxinggloves
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UKUTHWALA

MAKHOZALUTHANDOKHOZA

Oneofmyworstfearshasstruckmylife,the

unpleasantemotionofworry,worryofwhatmight

havehappenedtoher,worryofwhatmybrother

mighthavedonetoher.Myterrorisconflicted,both

partiesaredearlyimportanttomebutknowingmy

littlebrotherthatonehasalwaysbeenheartless,he

bruiseeasilybuthetakestimetohealandsome

casesheneverhealsandIthinkI’moneofthose

caseshechoosetobury.Iwishtocallhimand

enquireaboutSihlebutIknowheprobablydidmore

thanblockmynumber,Iknowhowmuchhehates

meandIunderstandhisfury,evenImyselfhatethe

sisterIhavebecome.

Thesoundofhiscarpullingthroughguidemy

heavymindbacktoreality.‘LordIpraytodaybe

better’thishasbecomemydailyprayerwhenever



myhusband’scarpullsthrough,Ipraythathehada

betterdaysoIcanhavepeaceforaday,Iprayhis

mistressgavehimgoodsoIcannotendurehis

painfulsexualfantasiesforanight.

Iquicklyputmyacttogetherandburythesorrowful

LuthandoDlomodeepdown,it’stimetobethe

humbleMrs.MaKhozaLuthandoKhoza,the‘yes

father’wife.Hiswalkingstepstellsmeit’sabad

day,thewayhehitthetilesIthinkeventhedevil

himselfshakeabitathiscompetitor.

“MymightyKhozahowwasyourday?”Iaskwith

thegreatestvenerate.Hechucklehisdispleased

chucklewithoutansweringandweighthecouch

down

“Takeoffmyshoes”heordersandIquicklyoblige

“Youhaven’theardanything?”heasks

“NofatherIhaven’t”Istandwiththemotivetoput

theshoesandsocksawayandgethimhis

comfortablepush-ins

“Whereareyougoing?”heasksjustasIturnmy



back

“Togetyourcomfortableshoesfather”Ihumbly

reply

“WhosaidIneedanycomfortableshoes?”heasks

displeasedandIlookdown“Yourverydisrespectful

lately,youseemtoforgetwhoIam,comehere”he

pointthespacebeforehim“Kneel”heordersandI

doastold“WhoamI?”Iknowthisverywell,it

doesn’tscaremeanymoreithasbeenapartofmy

lifeforsolong

“ThemightyKhoza,therightfulruler,theheirtothe

throne,therightfulking”

“Good,don’tdaretrytoforgetthat.Yourjobinthis

houseistodoasIsayremember”Inod“Nowgobe

awifeandfixmeahotmeal”Inodkissinghis

handstoshowgratitudebeforeIdisappeartothe

kitchen.LatelyI’mnotonlyhissexslave,I’malso

hismaid.Nomaidstaysinthishousetheyallleave

withoutnoticebeforeevenamonthend,atfirstI

thoughttheywerejustscaredofhimbutIwas



wrong,sosowrong,mylastmaidsaidmyhusband

rapedherfromherfirstdayhereandwhensheleft

shetoldmeI’mmarriedtoamonster.

“Yourfoodisreadymyhusband”Iinformhim

standingbythedoor.Hegivesmeadispleasedlook

“HowamIgoingtowalktothediningroomwithno

shoes,areyouthatstupid”hechides“Gogetmy

push-insnxa!”Iquicklydisappeartoourbedroom

withaheavybreath.Itreallyisabaddaytoday,I

wonderwhatheisgoingtodotometonight.

Iputhispush-insonandkisshishandsonceagain

beforehestandtothediningroom.Iopenischair

forhimandhesitsasIfixhisplate,Itakemysit

oppositetohimwhenI’mdoneandweeatin

silence“Idon’tknowwhyIpaidsomuchcowsfora

royalbitchthatcan’tcook,whyistheresomuch

saltinthisfood?”hethrowstheplatetothecentre

ofthetable.Ilookdownshowingmyapologiesfor

mybadmanners“Gomakemeasandwichor

something,Ican’teatthisCerebos”Inodagain



quicklydisappearingtothekitchen

IthankmyGodeverydayformymother’s

stubbornness,Ihatemymotherwitheverybonein

mebutI’mgratefulherhardheadednaturemade

herraiseallhergrandkidsunderoneroof,atleast

mychildrengettohaveanormallifeandIknow

withamotherlikeminetheylacknothing.Iknowin

hereyesI’madisappointmentbutinmyeyessheis

afailureasamothertome,sheallowedmyfather

tomarrymeoffattheyoungestagetothemost

cruelmanonearthandshedidn’tevenfightforme.

Iputhissandwichinfrontofhimandheeatsitright

away

“MaKhozait’sbeenweeks”heremindsmewiping

hismouthaftereating,sometimesIthinkhisbipolar,

hehashismoment,sometimeshejustswitchesto

thelovinghusbandmodeandthosemomentsare

whenhecallsme‘MaKhoza’,“Ihavesearched

everywhere,Ican’tfindher,Ithoughtsheranaway



butnowI’mstartingtothinkVulakilledher”my

brotherisanythingbutnotamurder,Ithinktomy

subconscious“What’sthenameofthatwomanwho

worksforyourbrother,maybeIcandigsomething

andblackmailher,shemightknowsomething”

“Mary?”Iaskshockedandhenods“Maria

Mthethwa”henodsagainmurmuringthenamesso

heregistertheminhishead“MymightyKhozawhat

arewegoingtodoifwedon’tfindSihle”I’mtrying

tofishinformationsoIknowhiscontingencyplan

“Idon’tknow,Ionlyneedhisseedformyplanto

work,nowallmyeggsareonthisMary.Ihaveto

findherweakestpointsoshehelpsus”Inod

agreeingwithhim“thisshitisfrustratingme,Ineed

tosubsidethisfrustration”hejustswitchedbackto

themightykhoza“Gogetnakedinthebasement

bedroomandtakethesteelwhipswithyou”he

ordersandInodbeforeleavingthetable.Atleast

todayheisgoingtowhipmewithsteelashe

pleaseshimselfwithmysex.



***

Crazycannotdescribemyfury,I’mmadashell,I

justcannotfunctionwithoutmywoman.I

understandsheishurtandshehaseveryrighttobe,

Ihavegivenherspaceassheenquiredthreeweeks

agoandithasbeenthelongestweeksofmylife,I

haveonlyseenhertwiceinthosethreeweeksand

I’mafraidIcan’ttakeitanymore.Shepromisedto

dumbmy‘spiritualsleepingassthatsleepsaround’

assheputsitfewweeksagoifIdon’tgiveherthat

spacesheneeds.

ItakemyphoneanddialAbongile,heisbeenmy

watchguylately,hisjoblatelyalsoentailsfollowing

myheavenaroundfromadistancesoshedon’t

recognisehim,Icouldn’tjustrelaxnotknowing

anythingabouthersoIhadtoputhiminplace

‘Bongs,whereisshe?’Iaskwhenhepicksup

‘Fieldwork,sheissupervisingherteam’hereports



‘Informmewhenshegoestolunch’

‘SureHarry’hedropsthecallbeforeIbitehimfor

harry.Thisthingofmywifeworkingon

constructiondoesn’tsitwellwithme,especiallyin

hercondition.NowIregretnotgettingherthat

laboratoryjob,itwouldhavebeenbetterthan

havingmywomanoutinthesunwithbastards

oglingatherbeautifulbehind

Myofficedoorfliesopenandmybrotherwalksin,

heistheonepersonthatdoesn’tknockbecausehe

knowsnothingaboutprivacy

“Andthen?Kunganiumamathekawedwa?”(Why

areyousmilingalone)heaskswalkingtomysnack

cabinetandhegrabsapacketofchipsbeforehe

retireonmycouchputtinghisfeetonthetable.

EversincemyspecialsomebodygotpregnantIeat

likecrazy,Ievenhaveacabinetfullofsnacksinmy

office.

“Imissmyperson”helaughs

“indlalaiyakunyisaneah”(hungeriskillingyou)I



givehimalookandhelaughmore“Tothinkweeks

agoyouweresofull,youevendeniedher,her

orgasm”helaughsagain“SpeakingofthatInever

gotachancetolaughatheryazi”

“Bafoleavemygirlaloneplease,whatdoyouwant?

Don’tyouwork?”hestopslaughingandsighs!

“Bafothisthingofmyidentityisweighingmedown”

eish!“Ourunclesarenotsayinganything,even

Gumedehimselfrefusestohelpme”

“Whatexactlydidhesay?”Iask

“Hiswordswere‘Mthokozisiyouarerightwhere

youneedtobe’”thisthingisreallykillingmybrother

“Youknowwhat?Ithinkthispeoplearehiding

somethingIthinkweshouldgoconsulttoa

differentpersonwhoisnotbiasedinallthis,

GumedewillprotecttheDlomosatallcostso

whatevertheyarehidinghemightbeinonit,Isay

let’sgoseesomeonemaybethetalkativeNgema

mighthelpus”henodsinagreement“haveyoutold

Zweaboutthepregnancy?”



“Ihaven’ttoldthem,Iwantedtodealwiththis

identityissuefirstbeforeIannouncehenews”my

phoneringsdisturbingus

“BafoIhavetotakethis,it’sBongs”helaughsasI

answerthecall.Bongsinformsmethatmyperson

isgoingtolunchandIthankhimdroppingthecall

“Aren’tyouhungry?Let’sgoforlunch,Iwillpay”I

convincehimalreadygrabbingmyjacket

Iknowwhensheisonfieldworkshealwayseatout,

shejustchoosesthenearbyrestaurants.Abongile

textedmehercurrenteatingspotfewminutesago,I

walkinwithMthohopingshewillbuythe‘it’sa

coincidence’story,Iwanthertothinkwearehereto

eattoo.IspotherwithsomeoneIdon’tknow,my

heavenbecomesbeautifuleverydaybutwhatisshe

wearing,isn’tthatthingsuffocatingmygirl

“Zululami”Ismilegreetingherbutsheblinksher

millionblinkstarewithafrown



“Makoti,unjani?”(Howareyou?)Mthogreets

“I…I’mfineMtho,you?”auch!Thathurtsabit,at

leastshestillagreetobeingmakotiIconsolemy

woundedheartwiththat

“I’mokay,howisMampe”shesmilesher

intoxicatingsmile

“Pleasedon’tcallmydaughterthatbutsheisfine”

Mthonodspleased

“Don’tbeastrangerMakoti,Ibelieveacertain

Dlomostillowesyouanorgasm”mypersonchokes

onherdrinkandblinkrapidlynervous,Mtholaughs

“I’mgoingtofindusatable”heinformsmeleaving

“CanItalktoyouforaminute”Iask

“No”eish!

“Please”Iplead

“NoVulamasango”eish!Fullname,I’mstillinshit.I

ignoreherandpullachairsittingdown,theyoung

ladysheissittingwithquicklyexcuseherselffor

thebathroom.Itrytoholdherhandsbutshe

quicklyyanksthemoffthetable



“SthandwasamiIknowyouaremadandyouhave

everyrighttobebutpleasedon’tpunishmelikethis,

youknowIwasn’tmyselfandIwouldneverdo

somethinglikethattoyou,yesIwaswrongbylying

toyouaboutmywhereabouts,Ididn’ttellyouIwas

meetingupwithSihlebecausePeterhadalready

warnedusaboutyourstresslevels,Ididn’twantto

addonyourstresssoIthoughtmaybe……”

“Vulamasangoyouhurtme”thepaininhervoice

scratchesmyheart

“IknowmyheavenandIamsosorrysthandwa

sami,fromthebottomofmyheartpleaseforgive

me,Iwillneverlietoyouagain”

“I’msorrytoobutIdon’tknowhowI’mgoingtolook

atyouandnotsee…..”shepausesblinkingherteary

eyesstoppingthemfromfalling“Pleaseleave”she

asksinahuskyvoiceandmyheartbreaksmore,I

hateseeingherlikethisandknowingI’mthecause

ofthispainhauntsme.Istandandkissher

foreheadbeforeIturnmybackonherbutsheholds



myhand“wait”shereachesinherbagandtakeout

herextraemergencycellphonesandhercard“here,

Ihavebeen……”Idon’twaitforhertofinish,Isit

backonthechairandburnherwithmystare

“Areyoubreakingupwithme?”shelooksaway

shovingherphonesandcardinmyhand,Iholdher

chinandturnhertolookatme“Iwantyoutolook

meintheeyeandtellmeyoudon’tloveme”she

blinksrapidlynotlookinginmyeyes

“Iwillcallyouwhenyourdaughterisborn”shecries

softly

“SthandwasamiIdidn’tcheatonyou”Iwipeher

tearswithmythumbscuppingherface

“YourburdenistoomuchSango,Ican’ttakeit

anymore”hervoiceisbreaking“I….Ithink…we

should…”mymindimmediatelystopsworking,

whatevershesaidafterthatonlyherselfheardthat.

IscoopherupandmakemywaytoMthowithher

inmyarms,shekicksscreamsbutItightlyholdher

“Let’sgo”IinformMthoandhepopshiseyes



joiningtheaudienceintherestaurant

“Gowhere?What’sgoingon”heasksconfused

“KwaDlomo,ukuthwalaisstilllegalright”Iask

myselfwithmyheartracing500km/m“Let’stake

ourbridehome”hefollowsmeasconfusedasIam,

allIknownowisthatIamnotlosingmyheaven,

never!
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Ithinkmyscreamsweren’tassevereasnowinthe

restaurantbecauseIdidn’tunderstandthis

ukuthwalaterminology,tomeIthoughthistaking



metohishousebyforceandnowunderstanding

whatexactlyhemeantthroughtheirconversation,

I’mscreaminglikeamaddog,thisisdaylight

kidnappingmoos

‘Bafowhereareyou’it’sMthospeakingtoNduna

throughspeakers

‘Atthehouse’

‘Pleasetaketherangerandmeetusatcaltex,the

oneoutsidewhereyoualwaysfillupwhengohome

Vulahastakenabrideyouhavetodrivethemhome

today,IwillfollowyoualllaterIhavetofetchLihle’

theotheroneislaughingontheline

‘AreyouseriousMtho’

‘DeadseriousNdu,please’

‘Makotiagreedtoallthisnonsense?’

‘Theyarefightingattheback,I’mnotsureplease

hurry’



HisrightIhavebeenfightingSangosinceit

registeredinmewhatishappening,Idon’teven

thinkhimselfheunderstandswhatheisdoing.Ipull

mylastcardthatIknowwillgethimtostopallthis

madness

“Aaaaaaa,Ican’tbreathe,Sangoyou’reholdingme

tight”Icryandhequicklyloosenhisgrip

“I’msorrysthandwasami,it’sthisthingyou’re

wearing,Mthostopthecarandopenthewindows

please”hepanicsasthecarcomestoahalt“Can

youbreathenowbabe”hiscradlingmelikeanew

born.ThisoverallisreallytightandIdon’t

understanditfitmeperfectlytwoweeksago

“Helpmeoutofthis,it’stootight”

“Areyouwearingsomethingbeneath,Idon’twant

Mthotoseemyassets”Sango

“Idon’tmindbafo,Ga’minaga’wena”hesays

turningtousandkneelingonhisseatbackwardso

hecanhaveaclearview.Webothshoothimalook

buthejuststareatusbacklikehedidn’tsay



anythingstupid“Sharingiscaringbafo,weliveto

share”mxm

“Sangohelpmetakethisoff”Irepeatandhepeeps

throughtheneckfirstbeforeheunbuttonsmy

overallbuttonsallthewaytomybabybump

“You’resuffocatingmygirlinthisButhumelo,why

wouldyouwearsomethingsotight”hecomplains

brushingmynowexposedbumpthroughtheshirtI

waswearingunderneath

“ItwasokaytwoweeksagoSangoandIwas

workingbeforeyoukidnappedme”

“It’snotkidnapping,ourmothersweremarriedlike

this”hedefends

“WellI’mnotourmothers”Ireplycalm

“Areweokaynow?Sonomore‘thwalaning’”Mtho

askswithagrin

“NO,YES”webothsayinunisonandshooteach

otheralook

“Whichoneisit”heasksagain.Idecidetousemy

womanhoodoutofthis,ithasneverfailedeventhe



angelEveusedhers,it’sthelastweapontoshoot

withifyouwanttowinabattlewithman.

“CanIsitproperlyontopofyou”hepopshiseyes

pleased,hisbeenholdingmelikeanewbornbutso

tightIdon’tknowhowhedoesit.Henodsletting

mebeandIastridehimsittinginapositionfacing

him,MtholaughshislungsoutandIignorehim.I

cuphisfaceandpeckhislipsthatcurveintoa

smileinstantly“Pleasedon’tdothismyheart,Ijust

needspacewewon’tbreakup”Iconvincepecking

hislipseverynowandthen

“Butyou……”Icuthim

“Iwasn’tthinkingstraight”Ipeckhimonceagain

“thistimeIwilltakeyourcalls”

“Andatleastallowmetoseeyoutwiceaweek”

“A.aSango,whatkindofspaceisthis?”hechuckles

“Imaketherules,I’mtheonewhowaswronged

here”

“Okaybutnobreakup,infactthosewordsare



bannedfromcomingoutofyourlipsfromnowon”I

laughinagreement“CanIgetaspacekissmy

heaven”hesaysalreadypullingmyneckcloseto

himandIlethimbebecauseIwanthimtoletmego.

Hefirstlypeckmylipslightlybeforehedevourmy

lipsinabreathtakingkissthatawakensthingsI’m

tryingsohardtoburyforhim,amoanescapeshis

mouthwhilehisstilldeliciouslyindulgingmymouth,

Idon’twanthimtostopandhedoesn’twanttolet

goteither.Hepullsmyfullwaistcloserandheturns

mepinningmedownontheseats

“Grabtheassbafo,yourassgrabbingskillsarea

wack,youneedtofirmlygrabit,feelit,makesureit

fitstightlyrightatthepalmsofyourhands

squeezingit”webothstopbreathingheavilywith

oureyessothin,youwouldthinkChinesegenes

runsthroughus.Ithinkwebothgotlostina

momentandforgothisstillhereandhestill

kneelingonisseatstaringatus“Makotiyoualso



needtolearnassgrabbingskills,Iloveawoman

whospanksandgrabmyasseverynowandthen”

wearebothjuststaringathimlikewenottheone’s

incompromisingsituation.Myheartchucklesand

kissesmyforeheadhelpingmeup

“Pleasedrivemywifebacktowork”heputsmy

headonhischest

“Areyousure”Mthoasksstillstaringatus“Idon’t

mindtakingyouhome,I’msureyoucan

compensatefortheorgasmyouoweher,howare

yougoingtocalmhimdown”hepointsathisvisible

bulgeandIlaughhidingmyfacewithhischest,my

manshowshimhisraisedmiddlefinger“don’tbite

me,Iwasjusthelping”hesaysturningbacktohis

normalsitstartingthecar

“CanIuseyourphone”hegivesittomewithno

questionsandIdialmyPA

‘HelloAya,it’sboitumelo,didyoucollectmythings

onthetable’

‘Yesmam’



‘ItoldyoutostopcallingmethatAya,thankyou’I

dropthecallandgivethismanhisphone

“Keepit”Igivehimaconfusedlook“Soyoucan

trustmeagain,youcananswerallmycallsand

replyeverytext”hiscrazy

“Yooooh!Bafothat’sabadidea,womenwill…..”his

phoneringsonspeakersdisplayandit’swritten‘my

girl’,heanswerswiththegreatestsmile

‘Mygirl’Mtho

‘Myguygogosaidyourfetchingmetomorrow,

pleasedon’tcome,mamamogirlisfetchingmeon

Fridaywearegoingonadatewithcindyandmama

mogirl’shegoesstraighttothepointandIcringe

becauseItotallyforgotaboutthatpromise

‘Hau!You’rebreakingmyheartbecauseofmama

mogirl’Mthoasks

‘I’msorrybutIwillcomevisityouandbabakaKwezi

onweekends,I’malsospendingalltheholidays

withher,wearegoingtosleeptogether’she



informs

‘I’mheartbrokenmygirl’

‘Stopbeingagirlmyguyhau’Mtholaughs‘byemy

guy,pleasebuymoreairtimeIhavetocallmama

mogirltooandstopcallingmyguygogowillseemy

phone’

‘Okay,yourguylovesyoubaby’

‘Loveyoutoobababye’shedropsthecall

“AndyouboughtKhweziaphone?”Sangoaks“And

wenayou’refetchingKhweziandspendingthe

holidayswithher?”noonereplieshimaswedrive

tomyworkplace

LatelyIdon’tknowifit’sthepregnancyorwhatbutI

vomitalotthisdays,Idon’tknowifit’snormalto

experiencemorningsicknessatthisstagewhileI

didn’texperiencethemintheearlystage,IthinkI

onlyvomitedonceortwiceinmyfirsttrimesterbut

now….IthinkIshouldtellPeteraboutitinmynext

appointmentwhichisnextweek,havingaPAhas



beenagreathelp,IcansafelysayInolongerforget

myappointments

IsitnexttoLuluandDinnyjoiningtheminthe

loungeaftermyshower,theybothlaughedtheir

assesoffwhenItoldthemIwasalmostkidnapped

today.Khwezi’scallisanothersituation,Icalledher

beforeshecouldcallandindeedthepoorgirlis

expectingmeonFriday,shesaidshealready

chooseadressandIshouldalsowearpinksoher

friendcanseewehavestyle.Todayit’sWednesday,

meaningsheisexpectingmeonthedayafter

tomorrow,Ireallydon’tknowhowamgoingtopull

thatoneoff

Idon’thaveacartodrivedownthereandaftermy

accidentthere,I’mnotreallysureIwanttoputmy

footbackinthatplace.IhavetotalktoSangoabout

thisone,maybehecansendsomeonetofetchher

butwhatabouttheminidatesheplanned,Sigh!

‘Nevermakepromisesyoucan’tkeep’my

subconsciousremindsme



“Whatareweeatingtoday?”Dinnyasks,shemoved

inaweekago,sheiseightmonthspregnantand

bitterashell.Shesaidmybrotheristreatingherlike

akidsosheismovinginwithme,Iknowthisisone

ofherpregnancystunts,thispregnancyisturning

herintoahobo,sheisheretoday,tomorrowat

Sizwe’sandthenextdayatabutiTj’s.

“Don’tworryIwillcook”Ioffer

“Gostart,I’malreadyhungry”mxm!Sheisalways

hungrythisonebutIwon’tsayitoutloud“Howare

wegoingtosleepwhenyourboyfriend’skidarrive”

sheasksyellingsoIcanhearinthekitchen

“Idon’tknow,maybeyoucanmovebacktoyour

place”Iscreamback

“Mxm!Wahlanya”(you’recrazy)shescreamsback

“Don’tworryshewillsleepwithmeandyouwill

sharewithLulu,let’sjusthopeBoystaysatabuti

Tj’s”MybrothertookBoyaweekagowhenhecame

todropDinnyandhenevercameback,wewere

latertoldtobringhisclothesanduniform,we



haven’tseenhiminaweekandIdon’tthinkhis

comingbackanytimesoon

“BettertosleepwithLuluthanyou,orobalalike

seqaqanasetshwerwengkediperiodpainswena,

(Yousleeplikeafroginperiodpains)Lululaughs

“Frogshavemenstrualcycles”sheaskslaughing

“Yesandtheyusereedtopad”shestandsyawning

aswelaugh“wakemeupwhenthefoodisready”

sheyellsdisappearingtothebedroom

“What’swrong?”Iaskmybestfriendwho’sbeen

tooquietformyliking

Shesighs“Girlfriend,I’mtiredofdoingnothing”I

knowwhatsheistalkingabout,Ihavebeenhere

beforeandIknowsheisbeentrying,applyingleft,

rightandcentre

“Youcanalwaystakemyoffer”Iremindherand

shechuckles

“Yourmanalreadydidalotforme,helpingmeget

BoyschoolIdon’twantto….”



“Lulupridewillnotgetyouanywhere,letmetalkto

Sangoheknowspeople”shelaughs

“HisbacktobeingSango”sheenquirewithraised

eyebrow

“Leavemealoneplease”shelaughs

“CanIaskyousomething?”Inod“Don’tyouwantto

dosomethingofyourown,likestartabusiness”

“Whatkindofbusiness”Iask

“Mayberesurrectyourmother’sbusiness”Igiveher

alook“Hearmeoutfirst,Tumiyoucancook,

everyonewhoknowsyouknowthatyouandpots

arebesties.Iwasthinkingmaybewecanopen

somethingsmallandIrunitwhileyoufocuson

yourjob”hmk!

“IlikeyourideabuthowamIgoingtocookwitha

joblikemine”

“I’mnotbadremember”Inod“youcanalways

teachmeathingortwoandwecangetyour

mother’srecipebookshome”

“Ilovethis,andIcancomehelpoutonweekends



whenI’mnotworking”shenods

“Theonlythingwe’llneedisastart-upcapital”

“Ifwegoingtostartsmall,IthinkIcancoverallthat,

Iwassavingforacarbutitcanwait”

“Areyousure”

“YesLulu,infactwhydon’twesitdownonweekend

anddraweverythingdownthenwe’lltakeitfrom

there”shebeamswithexcitement

“Idon’tneednojobanymore,I’mgoingtobemy

ownboss”Ilaughathercrazinessgoingtocheck

onmypotsbutthesmellofchickenhitsmynostrils

andIrushtothebathroom.Thisshitisnotayobaat

all.

WhenIwalkbackIfindhersittingwithMaryandI

frown,howdoesMaryknowwhereIleaveandwhat

isshedoinghere.GodIhopeSangoisokay,Ipray

tomyselfbeforeavailingmypresence

“AusiMary”Igreetpolitely

“Unjani”(Howareyou)sheaskswithasmile



“I’mfine,what’swrong?”shelaughs

“Iwouldliketotalktoyouinprivateifyoudon’t

mind”sherequestsandIlookatLulu,sheexcuses

herselfsayingsheisgoingtocontinuewiththepots.

“TumiIdon’tknowhowI’mgoingtosaythiscozI

hatemeddlingin…”

“You’rescaringme,whatisit?”Iaskwithaslight

panic

Shesighs!“IgotacallfromVula’ssister,Ithinkher

nameisLuthando,theeldestone”mxm!I’mbored

already“ShesaidI’mgoingtogetacallorpeople

mightcomethreateningmeforinformationabout

Vula,sheaskedmetotellthemeverythingabout

VulathatIknowbutIshouldnotsayawordabout

yourpregnancy”

“What?”shockisminimaltodescribemypresent

emotions.

“Ifounditstrangethat’swhyIthoughtIshould

comewarnyouincaseyou’reindangerandshe

alsoaskedmenottosayawordtoyouandVula

aboutthisbutIthoughtIshouldletyouknowas



shewasmorepersistentaboutyouthanVula”

DearLord!WhatisLuthandouptonow,thisiswhat

Iwastalkingabout,Ineverexperienceanypeace

withSangoinmylife,andeveryoneisalwaysoutto

gethim,evenhisfamily.

GoodMorning
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LUNGISA

Workhasawayoftiringtheshitoutofme,I

couldn’twaitforFriday,myfeetarestartingtoswell

andmymoodsareescalatingbeyondinfinity,one

wrongmoveIchewyourheadofflikeatired

chappiesthatwaseatenfortwodaysandstored



underthechairforfurtherchewing.Itookadayoff

todaysoIcanpreparemyselfformyman,mymain

aimwastowaxallthenecessaryplacesanddomy

hair.IfeellikebeingbeautifulforhimtodayasI’m

planningonspendingtherestoftheweekendwith

him,Imisshimsomuchandthespacecardisstill

upbutitdoesn’tmeanIcan’tmissmymanand

wanttospendtheweekendwithhimright?My

subconsciousnodwithtwothumbsupandthat’sall

Ineed

“Let’sgodoourhair,I’mpaying”ItellLuluwalking

inherroom,shefrowns

“What’swrongwithyourhair?”sheasks

“IwanttobebeautifulforSangotoday”

“Hiscoming?”sheasksagain

“What’swiththeinterrogation?NoI’mgoingtohim,

Imisshim”Isnapandshelaughs

“Ithoughtyoutwotookabreak”Igiveheralook

andshelaughsharder“Don’tbitemyheadpreggy,



anywaythereisnoneedforsalon,Icanborrowyou

mybobweave”Ifrownandshelaughsherlungs

out“yousaidyouwanttobebeautifulforhim,try

somethingnew,I’msurehewillbemesmerisedby

thesightofyouinweave”

“Youthinkitwillsuitme?”Iaskexcitedandshe

nods,Ihaveneverwornaweavebeforethiswillbe

myfirsttime

“Butaren’tyousupposedtobedrivingdownthe

bundustofetchKhwezi?”sheasks

“Youraimistoannoymetodayneah”shechuckles

“Mymanwillmakeaplan,don’tworryyourpretty

littleheadaboutit”Isnap

“I’mjustsaying,thepoorchildwillbeheartbrokenif

youdon’tpitch”sheisrightbutannoying

“FixmeupsoIcango”shelaughsmakingmesit

Ireallydofeelbeautiful,IjustwishIwasn’t

pregnant,IwouldhavewornoneofmyLBD

numbers,nothingscreamssexyandbeautifullikea



littleblackdress.Igreetthereceptionistandaskif

Sangoisavailable,sheasksmetotakeasitwhile

shefindoutforme.Sheshowsmethepassage

leadingtohisofficeandIblessthetileswithmy

devilheelswalkingdownthecorridorearning

myselfacoupleofstareswhichboostmy

confidencemore,Iknockonceandshowmyselfin.

Heshutshislaptopandfrown

“Baby”Icalloutgoingtohissidebutthefrownon

hisfacemakesmethinkotherwise,Ipushhischair

andsitontopofhimcrossingmylegswithmy

handbehindhisneckbrushinghishead

“Sthandwasami,areyouokay?”ofcourseI’mokay,

whatkindofaquestionisthis,Iignorehimand

peckhislips

“Imissyou”hepushesthechairfurtherbackwards

andholdmywaistclosertohim

“Really?”heaskswithacurvingsmileandInod“I

thoughtyoudon’tlovemeanymore”Ilaugh

“Me,notloveyou?”henods“Iwouldn’tgivesatan



thatsatisfaction”helaughshardpeckingmynose

“Nomorespace?”heaskswitharaisedeyebrow

“WestillonspacebutImissyou”helaughsmore

“Iseemyheaven”hebrushesmytummy“Mampeis

showingyouflamesvandagneahmyskat”

“PleasestopcallingmydaughterMampeandno,

nooneisshowingmeflames,isitacrimetomiss

you?”Isnapbuthelaughsharder“Anyway”Iexhale

calmingmytitsdownandbrushingmyweave,Ifeel

likeImesseditwhenhewasraisingmyhighhigh

withhisstupidstatements,Ituckmyweavebehind

myearandhescrutinisemeholdinghislaughter,I

feeloffendedthathehasn’tsaidanythingaboutthis

change“IwasthinkingwedrivedowntheBundusto

fetchKhwezi”helaughsharder

“NowIseethereasonbehindthisloveymood”he

chuckle“Butrefrainfromcallingmyvillagethe

bundus”Inodsmiling“LetmecallJollytocancelall

mymeetingsthenwillgo”

“WhoisJolly?”Iask



“MyPA”

“YouhaveaPA?”hefrownssmilingandnod“What

kindofnameisJolly”hechuckles

“Thekindherparentsgaveher”

“Sheisashe?”myvoicecomeshigherthanI

intended“Whyhaven’tIseenorheardofher”

“BecausesheismyPAmyheavenshehasnothing

todowithus”heshiftsmeabitreachingforthe

telephone‘Jollypleasecometomyofficenow’he

putsthephonedownandlookatmesmiling“Why

yousomoodyallofasudden”

“Ididn’tknowyouhaveaPAIdon’tknow,isn’tshe

supposedtobesitedoutsideyouroffice?”

“Nop,shehasherownoffice”wehearaonceknock

andthedoorfliesopen,inwalksablondewhitegirl

“Goodmorningmam”Inodstaringdeeplyather,

I’msureshethinksIhaveneverseenawhite

personbefore“Sir”sheacknowledgesSango

“Pleaseclearmycalendarfortheday,Iwon’tbe

availableuntilMonday”shenodsalreadyheading



forthedoor

“Whydidn’tyouintroduceme”Iaskassoonasshe

closesthedoor,helaughsharder

“Ihaveafeelingtodayisgoingtobealongday”he

ignoresme

***

SIHLE

Secondchancesarehardtoearn,especiallyin

caseslikeminewhereIhavewrongedsomany

peopleintentionally.Iamverygratefulforthe

chanceVuvugaveme,heandMthowantedme

deadbutGumedeconvincedthemotherwise.Vuvu

gavemeenoughmoneytostartafresh,hisonly

conditionwasformetostartmylifeawayfromhim

andhisgirl.Hewasquiteadamantthathedoesn’t

wanttoeverseemeagain,althoughithurtabitbut

Iwasgratefulnottobedead.

Mthowastheonewhowantedmyheadthemost,I



swearthatguycanmakeagreatSatan’switnesson

earth.Hisafunnylovelyguybuthishateisdeep,

it’slikehedoesn’thavealltheloveheneeds.Ifit

wasn’tforGumedeIwouldbedead,hiswordswere

“Mthokosizi,Vulamasangosomepathsaremeant

tointersectandbecrossedwhetheryoulikeitor

not,theodysseywillleadtothejunctionofthe

truth”.Whateverhemeantbythatbackedthem

downandIwasgrantedmysecondchance.Hesaid

theshortmanthatwasfollowingmehesenthim

backtohisownerandnowhecommandsmetogo

tomyuncleandseekclarityandcleansing.

Ihavebeenstayingatmyuncleforthepastweeks,

hedidn’tbelievehiseyeswhenIshoweduphere.

TothemIwasarolemodel,thefamilydaughterthat

gotmarriedtoawealthyNigerianpastor,

sometimesIfeellikethisisabaddream.Mylate

husbandwasn’tmyidealdreamguybutIeventually

lovedhimastimewentby,hetreatedmegoodandI

enjoyedthestatusofbeing‘Pastor’swife’.

Ihaven’ttoldmyuncletherealreasonwhyI’mhere,



heandmyauntwhostaysattheruralswhereIhave

neverbeenaretheonlyelderswehaveleftfrommy

father’sside,mybrotherstrippedthemof

everythingwhenmyfatherdied.Myunclerelocated

backtotheirfamilyhomewhichhisoccupyingnow

andmyauntjustvanished,Idon’tevenremember

howshelookslike

“MaKhozathefireisready”heinformsmewalking

in,I’msouselessIcan’tevenstartafireoutside.I

makemywayoutsidetoboilmybathwater“Where

didyougetthescar?”heisbeenwatchingmelikea

hawk,everythingIdohisalwaysbehindme

becausehefearsImighthurtmyself.Ifindit

annoyingbutIlovethefeeling,thefeelingofhaving

someonedearlycareforme.

“Malumelet’sgositdown”Idirecthimalready

leadingtothebench.It’stimeIcamecleanabout

myvisit,GumedeadvisedIdothisbeforeit’stoo

lateformeandmy‘brother’Ibirthedasheregards



him“MalumeI’mherebecauseIneedyourhelp,I

needtobecleansed”hegivesmeagoaheadlook

“MalumeIwasmolestedbybhutiKhozafromthe

ageof16”hegasps

“OhJehovah!”heburryhisheadwithhishands

“ItstartedwhenIwas16,Ididn’thaveanyonetotell

soItoldhiswife,whensheconfrontedhimhetied

hertothechairandmadeherwatchrapingme

repeatedlythenhewouldswapandrapehiswifein

frontofme.Itbecameourdailylifeboththewife

andItoberapedeveryday”

“Oh!Mtanami,Ithoughtheonlydidittoyour

brothersonly”

“What?”Iaskwithwidenedeyes

Henodsrepeatedly“Haveyoueverwonderedwhy

bothyourothersiblingsneverreturnedhomewhen

theywenttocollege”Ifrown“Itwastheirescape

andtheyneverlookedback”Idon’tbelievethis,yes

IhavetwootherbrothersotherthanKhozabutI

alwaysthoughttheychoosetoforgetusbecause



theynevercamebackhomewhentheywentto

schoolandtheydidn’tevenkeepintouch,it’slike

theycouldn’twaittogetoutofthehouse“Khoza

likesthecompanyofotherman,heonlymarried

becausehedidn’twanttolookoddforhisage.

Sincegrowingupthatboywasalwaysaccusedof

rapinghisfriendsbutmybrotherprotectedhim

becausehedidn’twanthisnametarnished”

“Doyourememberyourbrother,Mbulelo”Inod“He

wasthefirstheraped,heoncecametomeaboutit

andItoldmybrotherbutnothingwasdone,he

eventuallyalsorapedThokoza”I’mindisbeliefby

allthis“Iamsorrymtanamiyoualsowentthrough

that,Ihonestlythoughtheenjoysonlymenthat’s

whyIalwaysthoughtyouweresafe”Inodwitha

sigh

“It’sokaymalume,thereasonwhyI’mhereis

becauseIhaveason”hesmiles“Hismybrother’s

child”hegaspsindisbelief

“SIHLE!”heexclaims



“Iknowmalume,itwasn’tbychoice,IrealisedIwas

pregnantwhenIarrivedinNigeriaandbecauseI

waslockedmostofthetime,Icouldn’tterminateas

myhusbandwasafraidIwouldrun”

“Whywouldyourunfromyourhusband?”

“Mymarriagewasascammalume,hesoldmeto

thepastorbecausehewantedmoneyandpower”

“Oh!Sihlemtanamiindeedthisfamilyiscursed,

howamIgoingtofixthis”thepaininhisvoiceis

evident

“Istumbleduponaseerwhoadvisedyoucleansed

mebeforeit’stoolate”Itell

“Mtanamithisisbeyondyou,Imyselfwasalsotold

IwasnamedLungisaforapurpose,myfathervisits

meeverydayinmydreamshisnothappyatall,he

keepssayingmysisterwrongedtheblessed

kingdomandifshedoesn’tconfesshersinsallof

uswillneverfindpeace,evenhe,mylatefatherhe

saystheyareallnotatpeaceintheirrestingplace”

“Isthisthereasonwhyyounevergotmarried?”he

looksatmeconfused“Thatwearecursed”he



laughs

“Nobaby,mybridediedbeforewecouldget

married”hesmilesstaringatspace“sheleftmea

beautifulyellowboythatIgaverightfullytohis

mother’sfamilybecauseIdidn’twantmyson

growinginthismadness”helookshappybutsad

“Hehadmyfather’sskin,theyellowtype”

“Doyouknowwhereheis?”Iask

“YesandIsleephappyeverydayknowinghisloved”

“Don’tyouwanthim?”Iaskhimagain

“OfcourseIwanthimbutIdon’twanttobringhim

hereandbecursedwithus,itsbestifhisonly

recognisedbyhismother’sforefathers”

“Hai!MalumeI’msorryaboutyoursonbutIwant

mine,Iwastoldtocometoyou”hesmiles

“Letthisbethelasttimeyoucallhimyourson,you

don’twanttoangerourancestorsmore”Inod“Let’s

gobathsowecanvisitsomeonewhocanhelpus”

Idon’tknowwhywehadtowalksuchalong



distancebarefoot,myuncledeniedmedriving.He

leadsmetotheoldvillagebehindtheforest,it’snot

fancybutit’shabitablebutGodknowsIwouldn’t

surviveinaplacelikethis,thehousesareso

scatteredyouwouldsweartheyareafraidof

buildingclosetoeachother.

Heaskedmetocarryabottleofcleanwaterandhe

alsocarriedone,Ithoughtitwasfordrinkingbuthe

refusedmetodrinkthewateralongtheway.Old

peopleandtheirtendencies!

Weheadtoacleanhouse,Iswearnooneliveshere

thewayit’ssoclean.Myuncleknocksandweare

welcomedbywarmsmilefromanoldladywhohas

awhitedoekonherhead

“MaDlamini”myunclegreets,theladysmilesand

offeruschairs

“CanIgetyouanything”sheasks

“Water”Isay,shestandsandfixmeaglassof

water,IthoughtshewouldaskwhyIwantwateras

I’mcarryingabottlebutshedoesn’t.



“WeareheretoconsultMaDlamini”myunclesayas

I’mstilldowningmywater.Shenodsandaskusto

followhertoaverycleanroom,whitewalls,

curtainsandfloor,everythingiscrystalclearinhere.

Sheasksustositdownandwedo

“IwillstartwithyouKhoza”shesaystakingthe

bottlefrommyuncleandshecloseshereyesasif

prayinginternally,afterawhilesheopenshereyes

andlookatmyuncle“Youwereoncetoldyou

weren’tnamedLungisaKhozaforfun,youarethe

onewhoissupposedtofixthisfamily.Yourfather

MthokozisiKhoza,theoneyounamedyourson

afterisnotresting,you’rehislasthopeasyour

brothertarnishedeverythingheworkedhardforby

givinghissonKhozathechairthatbelongedtoyou.

Heneedsyoutofixthingsthissidebeforehe

fetchesyoutofixthingstheotherside.HesaysI

shouldtellyouthatthesolutionlieswith

NompumeleloKhoza,yoursister.sheneedstogo

apologisetothekingdomshewronged”myuncle

nods“YourfathersayIshouldtellyou,yoursonisa



trueMthokozisi,heistheonewhoisgoingtorule

theKhozaclanandbringnothingbuthappinessto

it”henodsagain“Healsoasksthatyougogethim

whereyoulefthimandintroducehimtohisrightful

ancestorsafterNompumeleloconfesses,healso

needsyoutofetchbothMbuleloandThokoza,bring

thembackhomewheretheybelong,that’sallfor

youtodayLungisaKhoza”

Shelooksatmeforawhilebeforeshetakesmy

bottle,shepraysinternallyonceagainforawhile

andlookatthecoreofmyeyes“SihleKhoza,your

grandfatheronlyhavetworequesttoyou,firstlyhe

asksthatyounamePrinceMurandziasyoucall

him,LethukuthulaKhoza,thatboyisaKhozanota

Murandziandheisyourbrothernotyoursonand

secondheasksthatyouhelpyourbrother’swife

beforeit’stoolateforher”Inod“Iwillcleanseallof

youtogether,gofindyoursiblingsandcomeback”

GoodMorning
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Beingaknowngirlfriendatyourman’shomeit’s

niceandawkward,ormaybeI’mtheonemaking

thingsawkwardIdon’tknow.MydatewithKhwezi

andthesocalled‘Cindy’wasamazingbutdamn!

Thegirlsareboisterousshame.Iamtiredashell,all

Iwanttodoiseat,bathandsleepbutwhoamI?I’m

anangrypregnantwomanwhoisstilloffendedthat

thepersonIbeautifiedmyselffordidn’teven

acknowledgemyenhancementefforts.Everyone

commentedme,evenhismomwassurprisedbut

notthepersonIwantedthemost.

‘Don’tmindhim,youlookedbeautiful’my



subconsciousremindsmeasIlookmyselfinthe

mirrorpreparingtoshower,Idecidetotakemyself

onelastpicturebeforeIsaybyetothebeautifulme

butmyphonepopsalightnotificationwhich

remindsmethatmyfather’sbirthdayistomorrow.

Allmyemotionsscatteracrosstheroom,Ifeel

everybitofsour,sad,broken,tormentedpainthere

istofeelwhenyoulosttheonemaninyourlifethat

canalwayspickyouupnomatterwhat.

It’sbeenmonthsandSangopromisedtofixthis

messbutIhaven’theardanythingfromhimabout

buildingthebridgesothatthegapinmyheartcan

befilledormaybeit’sbecauseIhavebeengiving

himahardtimelatelybutifhelovesmeenoughhe

shouldhavefixedthiswhetherwewerehaving

problemsornot.

Imakemywaytotheloungeaftermyshowerand

seeeveryonepileduparoundthetable,wellnotall

ofthembutmostarehere.Myheartswellwith

moresadnessasIwatchthemlaughhappilyasa

family,andforthefirsttimeIfeellikeanoutsider,I



missmyfatherandgrandfathersomuchthatthis

sightismakingmyheartfeelsharplikeneedles

pains

“Myheaven,uright?”heasksstandinginfrontofme,

Ilookathimconfusedbecausethismanwasbe

seatedwithhisfamilyaminuteago,whendidhefly

tome“Yourscaringme,khulumakwenzenjani

Zululami”(Speak,what’swrongmyheaven)hepulls

mebacktohisroomholdingmeclosetohim

“Babykinyi”(What’swrong)heasksagainashe

sitsmedownonthebed,Ilaughhisbrokensotho

andbrushhischin“IsitbecauseIdidn’tsay

anythingaboutyourTinaTurnerhair”haiiiiii!This

guy!Hau!

“Really?TinaTurnerSango?”Iaskshocked

“WhatsthandwasamiyoulookedlikeThorbefore

thehaircut”wow!Ihaveneverbeensoinsultedin

mylife“Orscar”hechuckles“haveyouseenthe

lionking”Ithinkmyexpressiongiveshiman

answercozhecontinues“theeviluncleScar,you



lookedlikehim”wow!Mybeautyisbelittledtoan

evilcartoonuncle.Istomphardonhisfoot

releasingalltheangerinmeandhejumpshard

screaming“Aouuuchhbuthumelo”heexclaimin

paindancingaroundtheroomwithhisonefoot

whileheblowsairtothepainedone“Jesuswoman,

what’swrongwithyou”heasksagainnowslowly

brushinghistoes

“ServesyourightforsayingIlookedlikeTina

TurnerandScar,ohhowcanIforgetThor?”the

amusementonmyfacewouldlandmecomedy

audiencegig

“TinaTurnerisalovelywoman,Idon’tknowwhy

youwouldkillmypoortoesforbeingcomparedto

suchalegend”heargueshobblingbacktobedand

hesitsnexttomehissing“maybeyourfeetare

pregnanttoo,ortheyaremadeofbricks”Igivehim

alookandhechucklesashecontinuesbrushing

histoes“I’msorrymommybutweavesarenotfor

you”theregoesmyupgradedownthebridge“I

don’twanttolietoyou,thatthing…a.a”hesaysto

refrainhimselffromfurtherinsultingmebutIstill



feelaffronted

“Thanks”

“A.amama,no,you’renotgonnabemadatme

becauseIdidn’tlikethepoordeadwhitewoman’s

haironyourhead”anotherinsult“orisithorsetail?”

Inarrowmyeyesathimwithfullhurtandhelaughs

cuppingmyface“I’msorrysthandwasamibut

reallythatthingdoesn’tdothisbeautyjustice”he

pecksmypinchednose“Butyouknowwhat?”he

continuesanywaystillsmiling“Iwouldn’ttradethis

beautybeforemeforanythinginthisworld,andI

loveyoujustthewayyouaremyheaven”an

unintentionalsmilecurvesmylips“Andthissmile”

hepecksmynowsmileylips“Iwouldkilltowakeup

nexttothisbeautiful,elegant,warmandhumble

smileeveryday”

“Iloveyoutoo”Ijustfeltliketellinghimbackandhe

laughs

“AndIloveyouforever”hesmoochesmylipsina

tendergentlekissholdingmyfaceinhishandslike



avaluablefamilyflowerpot“Nowwhat’sreally

eatingmyheavenup”eish!Heknowshowtospoil

moment’syazi

“Nothingmylove”Isayslowlyopeningmyeyesto

comebacktoearthafterbeingsmoochedtoplanet

kissing

“A.aitcan’tbenothingwhenyouzonedoutlikethat,

talktome”heletsgooffaceandtakebothmy

handsinhis“Andthesadnessinyoureyessaid

otherwise,pleasemylove”heinsist

“Tomorrowismyfather’sbirthdayandImisshim”

“Oooh!Sthandwasami”hesayspullingmeonhis

chestandIlayallmysadnessonhimwithaheavy

sigh“I’msosorry”hebrushesmyheadkissingmy

forehead

“Justbecausewewerehavingproblemsyou

stoppedtrying”

“What?No,notatallmylove”hesighsmakingme

lookathim“Yourgrandfatherissohardheaded,he



doesn’twanttohearanythingfrommebutthat’s

notthereasonwhyIhaven’tdoneanything”he

sighs“YourbrotherasItoldyouIaskedhimto

accompanymeandheagreed,hesuggestedwego

downtoTaungmaybenextweekcozhewantsto

takeaweekleaveatwork”Inod

“Okay”

“Now,let’sgoeatandstopstarvingmygirl”

“Mampe”Isayashedragsmedownthepassage

andhelaughs

“Tothinkhowyoualwaysmurdermeforthatname”

webothlaugh

WelltheeldestdevilsistersarenothereandIcan

saythemoodaroundthetableismuchnicer,Idon’t

knowbetweenNdlovukaziandKhweziwhoismore

happieraboutmypresence.

“NowyoulooklikemyMaDlomo”Ndlovukazi

remarkscausingthewholetabletoeruptinlaughter

“BhutiVulatellsmewehavinganothergirl”Inodto



whoeversheis,I’mnotsureifit’sKhanyaorKhanyi

butsheissomewherebetweenthoselines“Have

youstartedshoppingyet?”sheasksagainandInod,

truthisIdon’tknowhowtoactaroundSango’s

sister’s,nextminutetheyhot,thencoldhai!They

reallyareexhausting

“Familyexcuseus,wehavetocallitanightaswe

stillhavemoredrivingtodotomorrowmorning”he

informssavingme,IthinkhepickedupthatI’mstill

awkwardaroundhissisters

“Istilldon’tunderstandwhyyoualldon’tleaveon

Sunday”hismomcries

“ButMaaItoldyou,weonlycamehereforKhwezi”

hesayspullingmeupthechairandIwavemyhand

goodnightasI’mbeingdraggedtothebedroom

“Butwecanalwaysleavelater”Iinformhimas

soonasheclosesthedoor

“Ihaveplansforustomorrowmylove”hesays

pinningmeagainstthedoor“NowIneedyouto

takecareofthis”hetakesmyhandandmakeme



feelhisbulgeandIgasp.Helaughspushingme

towardsthebedwithhiseyesgrowingsmallerand

moresexier“It’sbeenawhileandImissyouso

muchsthandwasami”hestaresthroughmeasthe

backofmylegstouchesthebed.Hepullsmywaist

closertohimandIfeelhispokeasheunzipsmy

dress

“I’mnotshaveddownthere”Iinformhimandhe

laughskneelingdownandhookingtherestofmy

dressandundiesdown

“Notmuchbushmylove”hekissesmysexandI

laugh.Hecomesbackupandunhookmybra

throwingitonthefloor“Iwillshaveittomorrow

neah”Inod“Nowgivedaddywhathisbeen

missing”hesayspullingmecloseranddevouring

mylipsinoneofhiswetkisses

Iundohisbeltandunziphispantshookingthem

downandhequicklykickthemoutwithhispushins.

IthinkI’mtooslowforhimashealsohelpsmewith

hisshirtwhilehestillwettingmylips“Imissedyou

somuch”hesaysinbetweenthekissasheslowly

laymedownonthebed.hecupsmysexbeforehe



slidesonefingerinfeelingmymoisture“I’msorry

mylove,canthisonebemine?”heaskswiththe

mostsexyeyecontactandIagreebyopeningmy

legswider“Ngiyabongamama”hesayswitha

tremblingvoiceandalreadypositioninghislength

onmyentrance.

Ifeelhismembergoingupanddownnicelyinmy

wetlipspreparingtopenetrateashenicelystares

downinmysexbutSihle’simageofherontopof

himflashesacrossmyfaceandallgunsgodown

instantly

“SangoNo”Ilightlyhithischest

“I’msorrybabe,Iwasjustmakingsuremypalaceis

wetenoughforitsking”hesaysnotlookingatme,

hisstaringattheniceupanddownmovementin

myfolds

“Vulamasango”hequicklystaresatmyface“No”he

swallowsairandbreathheavilyseizinghisactions

“Why”heasksinawhisperstillbetweenmylegs



“I…i….ican’t”myvoiceistoohuskyandpainedand

tearsarestartingtoforminmyeyes

“Why”heasksagainnowmorelikecrying.Ifailto

answerhimastearsvoluntarilyfalltowardsmy

ears,hesighsandkissesmyforeheadbeforehe

jumpsoffmeandwalktothebathroombuttnaked.

Iclosemylegsandcryweakly,whydidIhaveto

rememberthatimagenow?

Hecomesbackafterawhilewithatowelaroundhis

waist,Ifeelhimdroppingitonthefloorbeforehe

slidebackonbed.Hespoonsmepullingmybody

closertohimandIfeelhisfirmmemberonmybutt

“It’sokaymylove,let’ssleep”hegroansinapained

voiceandkissthebackofmyhead

Thismanwokemeupbydawnandinsistedweget

downontheroadinthosewitchcrafthours,hesaid

AbongilewilldriveKhweziandwillfindthemhome.

IwastootiredtoasklotofquestionssoIjust

agreedtowhateverhesaidbecauseallIwantedto

dowasfinishmybeautifulsleepwhilehedrivesand



ontopofthatI’mstillashamedaboutlastnight.

IfeelcoldaironmyfaceandIslowlyopenmyeyes

tofindSangoblowingcoldaironmyface“Wakeup

sleepyhead”Iyawnasheadjustmyseatbackin

normalposition,Iscanthesurroundingsandrealise

wearetwohousesawayfrommyhome,hepecks

myshoulderasI’mstillconfused“Iwantedyouto

comesayHappybirthdaytoyourfather”Jesus!I

melt

“I’msorry”I’mreferringtolastnight’sincident

“Areyouready?”heignoresme

“Sangoplease”Ibeg

“Mi”hehandsmeapaperbagoffood“Udleuma

ungenaendlini”(eatwhenyougetinthehouse)

“Mylovepleaselet’stalkabout……”

“Iwillbearoundtown,callmewhenyou’redone”

sigh!

“Whatifhedoesn’twanttoseeme”Ifinallyjoinhis

conversation

“Yourfatherlovesyou,hewouldn’t”hesays



reachingformydoorandopeningit,Ifeellikehis

kickingmeout.Iwalkoutofthecarwithaheavy

heartthatispalpitatingforwhatI’mleavingbehind

andwhatliesbeforeme

“DumelaMistressLebone”shefrownsanddropthe

broomonthefloorlikesheisseeingaghost.Thisis

home,wherewiveswakeupinthemorningto

sweeptheyardandmopthestoepbeforeanything

“Bo..Boitumelo”shestuttersstillwearingafrown

“Ispapain”Iaskalreadywalkingtowardsthedoor

“No”shesaysloudenoughformetostoponmy

steps,shewalkstowardmeandfastenshertowel

aroundthewaist“Boitumelowhatareyoudoing

here?”sheasks

“I’mheretoseemyfather”andthisismyhomeand

house,Isaywithin

Shesighs!“Boitumeloyourfatherdoesn’twantto

seeyou,hewouldhavecontactedyouifhewas

readytotalktoyou.Thismanwasinsomuchpain



becauseofyousinceyouchoosethatboyfriendof

yoursoverhimandIamsorryIwon’tletyoupull

himbacktothatdarkplacehewasinsoI’msorry

ausiI’mgoingtohavetokickyouout,youcannot

seemyhusband”Ithinkmyhearingisdamaged

“Goboitumelo,nowbeforehewakesup”she

pushesmebacktowardsthegate

Haibo!Whatthehellishappeninghere?Iask

myselfshockedasmyownhomegatesarebeing

shutonmyface.DidIreallywrongmyfatherina

waythatameresightofmewouldhavebrokenhim?

Iwalkslowlylookingdownwithmoretearsgushing

downmyface,Ilookuptheskybreathingheavily

tryingtofightthelumponmythroatandstoptears

fromfallingbutIfaildismissaly.Ifeelmyknees

tremblingandIsitonthepavementbeforemy

wholebodyfailsme.

ThepaperbaginmyhandisallIhave,Idon’tknow

howI’mgoingtoreachSango,andIforgotmybag

inhiscar.
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Thisisdefinitelymylowestmomentever,Ihadto

gotooneofmybrother’sfriendwholivescloseby

justsohecanborrowmehiscellphonetocall

Sango

“Soorekewenamothoenwasunflower”(Sothisis

yousunflower)heaskssmilinghandingmeaglass

offanta-pine“Ohodileyong!”(You’resogrown)He

remarks.IfIcollectedapennyforeverytimepeople

commentonmygrowth,Iwouldbethenext

MamKhizekindofrich

“EyaabutiThabokenna”(YesbrotherThabo,it’s



me)Isipthecolddrinkthatsoothemyaching

throatjustthewayIwant

“Osobileoleseponono,nomoremampenyanawa

leminaasaratenghohlapa”(Yourevenbeautiful,

nomorelittlemissuglywitharunnynosewho

hatedbathing)asmilecurveonmylipsregardless

oftheheavinessinmyheart.Hedragsachairand

sitbeforeme“AtsebaDiseboonsile,maybeenele

signhoremosadiwakawamanneteotlofihla”(You

know,Diseboleftme,maybeitwasasignthatmy

realwifeiscoming)heflirtandIjustlaughthepain

away“Jwaleorenghee”(Whatdoyousay?)Ilaugh

more

“KerengkangabutiThabo”(WhatdoIsayabout

whatbrotherThabo)

“Myloveforyousunflower,hau!Osohodile”(You

havegrown)hisstaringatmeasIlaughmylungs

out“Koetsetselebohobelepalony”(ShouldIalso

makeyoubreadandpolony)Ishakemyheadno

stilllaughing“Leachareteng”(Ialsohavearchar)



“KerightabutiThabo,ketlojwetseabutiTj”Iwarn

stilllaughing

“Hau!Sunflowerkereosohodile,kgantheontsole

ngwana”(SunflowerIthoughtyouhavegrownbut

yourstillachild)

“Dumelang”webothraiseourheadsinterrortothe

sightofSangostandingnexttous.SometimeI

thinkhisaghost,hehashismomentsofplaying

invisible,andyoujustseehimnexttoyoulike

vampire.Thelookonhisfacetellsmehemissed

thejokeinoursillyconversation,nowIwishIdidn’t

tellhimtocomepickmeupatthepinkhouseonmy

street

“Dumelalewena”AbutiThabostandsupwiththe

frownthatmatchesSangos“keothusakang?”(How

canIhelpyou?)

“Oh!kemothoekemofounetsengabutiThabo”(it’s

thepersonIcalledabutiThabo)Ijumpinstanding

soItakemygrumpymanawaybeforethebeer

brew“KelebohileabutiThabo”(Thankyoubrother

Thabo)Isayalreadypushingmyhulktowardsthe



gate

“Holokilesunflowerempaheewatlanghanaka

lebakalamonnaamobehlee,ekarentjaenyela”

(It’sokaysunflowerbutyourejectedmeforanugly

man,helookslikeadogshitting)heaffrontsaswe

exitthegateandIthankmyangelsthatthisoneis

foreigntoSesothootherwisetheshittingdogwould

havebeenhim

“Whyareyoureyesred?”heasksassoonaswe

bothclimbthecar.Itellhimeverythingandhis

shocked“What?”that’sallthatmanagetoescape

hismouth

“Yeah,Iwaskickedoutfrommyownhome”

“Whendidtheygetmarried”IjustshrugcozIreally

don’tknow“Let’sgo,Ididn’tdriveallthiswayfor

someonetostopyoufromseeingyourfather”

“Sango…”

“Nomyheaven,wearegoing”hestartsthecar

withoutlisteninganddrivefortwominutestomy



home.

Heloudlyhootsthecarstandingoutsidethegate

forawhileandmyfatherquicklycomesout

approachingthecarinhisgowns.Myheartis

beatingataboutazillionmetresperminuteasIsee

myfather,helooksdifferent,likehiscarryingthe

worldonhisshoulderbutstrong.Thissightiswhat

mybrotherandIsawwhenmymompassedonbut

withtimehegainedhiscomposure,hecameback

tobefulloflifeasweknewhimtobe.Sangojumps

outleavingmeinthecartomeethim

“NtateMothaung”heacknowledgesmyfatherina

voiceIdon’tknow,Ithinkit’shisscaredvoice.Ifit

wasanyotherday,Iwouldhavelaughedbutnow

I’mshakinginmyboots

“Where….where”heexhalesslowlyformingfists

withbothhishands“WhereismydaughterDlomo?”

myfatherasksinawobblyhuskyvoice.Idon’t

blamehim,thewindowsaretinted.

“InthecarntateMothaung”myfatherbreathesin



reliefbeforehecomestothecarandopenthedoor.

Hestaresatmewithsomuchrelief,Ithinkhe

thoughtsomethinghappenedtome.

“Sunflower”myvoicefailsme,theonlythingthat

winsisthewaterfrontfallfreelyfallingdownmy

cheeks“Aooo!Ngwanaka,comehere”hesays

reachingformyhandandpullingmeinhisarms

“I’msosorrysunflowerwantatewahae”(Daddy’s

sunflower)hewalksmetothegateasIweep

silentlyunderhisarmpit“Dlomo,openthegateand

drivein”hesnapsatSangowhowasjuststanding

likeastatue.

“Obatlalipompongtsahao”(Doyouwantyour

sweets)myfatheraskssittingonthecoffeetable

beforemeasIsitonthecouch,Ilaughslightlywith

asniffandshakemyheadno“Stopcryingbaby,

papaissosorry.Idon’twantyouupsettingmy

rose”

“Yourrose?”Iasksniffingandhesmileslookingat

mytummyasSangowalksin



“JustbecauseIdidn’tcalldoesn’tmeanIstopped

caring.TjkeptmeintouchwitheverythingandI

knowI’mgoingtohavemysecondgranddaughter”

“Second?”Ifrownbuthelaughs

“AkereDinnyisalsohavingagirl”ohyah!Iforgot

“Howareyoumybaby?”heaskssuddenlyserious

“I’mfinePapabutImissyoulentatemoholo”

(grandfather)

“IknowmybabyandI’msorryIletangerconsume

melikethat”hesighs“ButwithChiefyou’llhaveto

bepatientmybaby”Inod

“HappybirthdayPapa”helaughshard

“Whereismypresent”eish!Icringeabit

“I….i…”Sangocut’sme

“It’sinthecarNtateMothaung,shejustforgotit

becauseoftheearlierhassle”helies

“Whathassle?”myfatheraskswithafrown

“MmeLeboneactuallykickedheroutearlieron”



Jesus!Suchasnitch,myfathergiveshima

continuelookandhefreelyspillthebeans

“LEBONE”Myfatherscreamsinsomuchanger,

MmeLeboneappearsonthedooralreadylooking

guilty“HOWDAREYOU”hehissesmore

“Iwasjust….

“THIS”hespinshisfingeraroundpointingatthe

rooftop“allbelongstoBOITUMELOMOTAUNG,

fromthegateentrancetoeverythinginthisyardis

mydaughters’,weareactuallyimmigrantsinher

ownhome.SowomanIdon’tcareifIwasdyingbut

don’tevereverkickmydaughteroutofherOWN

HOUSE”heemphasisethelastpartreprimanding

her

“Kekopatshwareloboitumelo”(Pleaseforgiveme

Boitumelo)shelooksatmewithhurtfuleyesandI

justknowmystepmomandIwillnevergetalong

“It’sokaymistressLebone”shenodsanddisappear

outofthedoor



“Vulamasango”helooksathimforquiteawhile

andSangojustlooksdown,Iknowhisnotashy

manbuthejustdoesn’twanttoholdastarewith

myfather“Whydidn’tyoutellmeyourroyal?”he

asksandIcringeforSango,Ihonestlythoughtwill

skipallmessystaffandjumpstraighttothereunion

“I’mreallysorryNtatebutIjust….It’snotsomething

IlikeputtingoutthereandIreallydidn’tthinkit

wouldcomebacktobiteme”myfatherchuckles

pissed

“Andwhatexactlydidyouthink?Thatyouwould

impregnatemydaughterand…….”Icuthim

“Papahe….”

“Boitumelosekabalekawankenahanong”(Don’t

talkbackwithme)headmonishes“Gomakemetea

andstopinvolvingyourselfinthingsthatdoesn’t

concernyou”Sigh!Tothinkhowmuchthis

concernsme,andmypoormanisgoingtobe

choppedandIwon’tbetheretosavehim

“No”Sangosaysandwebothlookathim“Canshe

juststayforaminutepleasesir,Ihumblywantto



apologiseforthedriftIcausedbetweenherand

you”myfathercalmlystaresathim“Ntate

Mothaung,Iloveyourdaughterwitheverybitofmy

heartandIintendonmakinganhonestwomanout

ofher.IwaswrongofhowIwentaboutthings,I

shouldhavebeenhonestwithyouwhenIcamefor

thedamagesbutIwasscaredsir,Iwasscaredthat

theonewomanIlovewillleavemewhenshefinds

outI’mofaroyalfamily.Ihavelearnedthat

ButhumeloisaveryprivatepersonsirandIknew

shewouldn’thavegotteninvolvedwithmeifshe

knewwhoIwasfromstartsoIlied,Iliedtowinmy

woman’sheartbutIamtrulysorryIliedtoyou”

“ThatisnotgoodenoughformeVulamasango,that

liecausedBoitumeloherfamily,thatliecausedmy

brothertosufferfromheartdiseasesheneverhad”

“Pleasesir,Iwouldliketocorrectmywrongsifyou

andtheseniorMr.Mothaungallowme”hebegs

“Howdoyouintentondoingthat?”myfatherasks

“Bybringingbackwhatrightfullybelongstoyour



kingdom”myfathersighs!“SirIknowmy

grandfatherwaswrongforkeepingtheseedsinthe

Dlomo’sestateandIwouldliketoapologiseforhis

evilwaysbutIthinktherewasathirdpartyinall

this”myfatherfrowns“thestoryIwastoldbymy

fathercorrelatewithyoursbutoneslightdetail

clashes”

“Andwhatisthat?”myfatherasks

“Sirmyfathertoldmethatifwedoreturntheseeds

ourkingdomwouldgrumble,everythingwouldjust

contractandshrinkuntilalleventuallyvanishesinto

thinair,hencewhymygrandfatherbecameevil

abouttheseedsandkeptthemforhiskingdom”my

fatherfrownsconfused

“That’snottrue,theseeds’purposewastoaidthe

rightfulkingsoftheirrulershipandwealthbutthey

weremeanttobekeptwithintheBataung

homestead.Nokingdomthatusedtheseedsand

returnedthembackeverfell,allarestillflourishing

anddoingwellinmyknowledge”helooksup

thinking“Ifwhatyoursayingistrue,itmeans

someoneliedtoyourgrandfather”Sangonods



“WhocouldthatbebecauseIbelievethetwo

kingdomswherehonestandloyaltoeachother,

whowouldcauseadriftofthatsortbetweenthe

twokingdoms”

“SirIdon’tknowbutthisiswhatIthink”hesighs“If

thetwokingswheresoloyalandtruthfultoone

another,Ibelievethethirdpartythatcausedthe

driftwouldbesomeonewhowastoldaboutthe

importanceoftheseedsandithastobesomeone

whowasclosetothetwo,someonewhowas

alwayswiththetwokings,some…..”myfathercuts

himstanding

“Jesus!Thetranslator”Sangonodsinagreement

“Thetranslatorliedtoyourgrandfatherhencewhy

hebetrayedmyfather”hesighsheavilysittingback

down“Ifthisistrueitmeanstherewasamisleadof

informationbutquestionisdidshedoitonpurpose

orwasitamistake”myfatheraskhimselfasifhis

aloneintheroom

“That’swhatIwouldliketoknowtoosir,Iwishwe



canfindhertoexplain.AllIwastoldwas‘ayoung

womanwouldtranslatebetweenthetwokings’”my

fathernods

“Yestherewasalanguagebarrierbetweenthetwo,

soatranslatorwasneededwhenevertheywere

togetherandtheywerebothsosturbbonnoone

wantedtolearntheother’slanguage”helooksat

Sango“Thankyouforthis,Iwillgetthetwofamilies

downsowecanclarifythis”Sangosnodshappily

“NothankyouNtateMothaungforlistening”my

fatherlaughs

“Motaung”hecorrects

“Yessir”theybothlaugh“Nowthat’soutoftheway,

canIpleasehaveyourdaughter’shandinmarriage

NtateMotaung”mymouthfliesopeninshockas

myfatherlaughs

“Iseeyoudon’twastetime”hecloseshiseyes

thinkingandIlookattheSangoinshock“I’mnot

sayingNoandI’mnotsayingYesbutlet’sfixthis

wholemisunderstandingfirst,thenIwillsit

sunflower’sgrandfatherdownandgiveyoua



straightanswerthen”Sangonodspleased

“It’samaybe,Icantakeamaybesir,it’sbetterthan

ano”thebothlaughshakingonit

ThankyouLordthisisoutoftheway,nowallwe

needtodoisfindthetranslatorandallwillbewell.
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IcansafelysayI’mateaseknowingmyfatherand

themanIlovepatchedthingsup,itwasreally

weighingmedownnottalkingtomyfather.The



obstaclenowlieswiththetwobullheadedoldgang

beingmygrandfatheranduncleZwe,myfather

promisedtogohomeassoonasMondaytofillhis

brotherinwiththeirrecentfindingswithSango.I

onlypraymygrandfatherlistens,Iknowhecanbe

stoneheadedwhenhelikes.Sangoalsopromised

myfatherthathewillfillinhisunclestoo.

WejustarrivedfromFree-Stateandhewent

straighttotheshowerwhileIstrolledaround

lookingforKhwezibutMaryinformedmethatshe

wentoutwithMthosoIcameuphereathrewmy

exhaustedpregnantselfonthebed

“Yourpressingmydaughterbuthumelo,don’tsleep

likethat”hesayswalkingoutofhistwominutes

showerbuttnaked.Itakemytimeobservingand

analysinghisdistinguishingfeaturesbutmymain

focusisonhismemberthatfreelyhangbetween

histhighsashesearchhischestofdrawers.I

changemysleepingpositonasherequestedand

sleeponmysidewithmyonehandbeneathmyear

supportingmyhead



“Staringisrude”Iignorehimandcontinuelooking

attheperfectimagebeforemeandmymostfickle

organreacttothedeliciouslookingstick‘Gosh!we

missthatstick’mysubconsciousisouttoplay

again.Iswallowmydickgravingsalivaandignore

myclitandsubconscious

“Putsomethingon,you’renotsexy”helaughs

comingtomewithatubeofshavinggel

“Uzogezamanje?”(You’regoingtobathnow?)He

asksstandingbeforemeandI’mlookingathis

membernotpayingattentiontohisregularface

“Uyayifuna?”(Youwantit?)Iignorehimand

continuestaringatmydi*kbuthedisturbsmy

observationbyseatingwithhislegcrossednextto

meface

“Whyareyousittinglikeawoman?”helaughs“Sit

properly,likeaman”hesmirks

“Andhowdomensitlike?”

“ProperlySango,nocrossingoflegs”PhelaI’mstill

enjoyingmyviewandhissittingstyleishindering



allthatsexinessbeforeme

“Ngibuzeukuthiuyayifunayini”(Iaskedifyouwant

it.)Inodquicklybuthelaughshard“Yourcrazyyazi

myheaven”hecontinueslaughinggoingtomylegs.

Hepullsmypantsdownwhistling.ThankGodI’m

gettingsome.Ireadilypreparemyselfhelpinghim

byhookingmyundiesdownandopeningmylegs

“Babywhyareyouwet?”mxm!

“Foryou”

“Why?WhatdidIdo?”hispissingmeoff

“Sangojustdomeplease,stopaskingstupid

questions”Iclosemyeyesandthrowmyheadback

soItakeinallthepleasurebutIhearapshhhhh

soundlikehejustfart“Whatdidyoueatdaddy”I

laughwithclosedeyesreadyformytriumphbutI

feelsomethingcoldontopofmysex,Iopenmy

eyesinshockandlookathimonlytofindhim

smearingawaxinggelontopofmysex“Sangoo

etsang?”(Whatareyoudoing?)

Hesmirks“Cleaningmypalace,Ididpromisetocut



thisgrassaroundmyyard”Jesus!Idon’tneedno

shaving,Ineedsomedick.Helaughsatmy

defeatedfaceandcontinueslaughingasheshave

mysex“Openwider”Iobligewithaheavyheart.I

don’tbelievemyselfthatI’mangryoverhisdick.It

doesn’ttakelongforhimtofinish,hewipesmeand

closemythighstightlyastridethemwithbothhis

thighsasheclimbsme.What’sthisChineselook

now?Ithoughtheissortedashewaslaughingat

me“Ijustwanttoreleasesthandwasami,Iknow

you’renotready”(mylove)hesaysdeliciously

slidinghislengthbetweenmytightlypressedthighs.

“Babyyou’regoingtofu*kmythighs”Iaskwith

poppedeyesasitnowregisterswhathisdoing.He

ignoresmeashespitsonhishandandsmearhis

spitbetweenmythighsthenIfeelhimnicelyslide

betweenmythighs.Thepus*ywateringmovement

hisdoinginmythighsistwitchingmyclit,heslide

sosmooth,it’slikerubbingsilkgarmenttogether.

Jesus!Hisrightbelowmysexandmymoistureis

turningintoliquid“Bu..ahhhh,Bunnyekenye”

(Bunnyputitin)mybodyfailsme,Iwantthis



pleasureinme

“Huuuuuuuh”his‘huh’isexaggerated.Hiseyesare

tightlyshutashesmoothlythrustmythighs

“Umnandinana,namathangaakhoamnandi”(Your

nicebaby,yourthighsarealsonice)he

complimentswithtremblingteethlikehecaught

coldashestartthrustingfasterandIknowhisend

isnear

“Babynooo”Icry,mycryisforhimnottocum,I

wanthiminme.Hesendbothhishandsbelowmy

buttcheeksandtightlysqueezethemashisthighs

alsotightensupcausingminetogriphislength

more

“Oooh!I…Iloveyoubaby”heshakeswithpopped

veinsonhisarmsandIfeelhisliquidwarmmy

thighs.Sigh!‘Somuchforgettingsome’my

disappointedsubconsciousremindsme.Fu*khim.I

harshlypushhimoffmeashestillrecoveringfrom

histhighfu*kandwalktothebathroomwithafirm

clitandhisliquidflowingbetweenmylegs.It



shouldbemeliquidflowingnothis.Nxa!Inmynext

lifeI’mnotdatingaZulumanever.

Ithrowmyselfinabathandclosemyeyestryingto

calmmyfrustratedtitsdownbutheavysleepvisit

meandIallowmyeyestoclose

~Twolionscomfortablysitsonbothmyside,they

bothlinkmeforawhileasIsitrelaxedinbetween

them.Lightningflashesoutofnowhereandaloud

ramblingthunderfollowscausingthelandsplitting

intotwo.Thelandslidebreakshugelycausinga

driftbetweenmeandthelions,thelionwithacrown

markatthebackisonthesamesidewithmewhile

theonewithhornmarksisontheotherside.The

onenexttomeisroaringvividlycryingfortheother

oneasthegapbetweenushugelygrowswider.A

brightlightslowlyengulfsthehornedlion…..~

“BUTHUMELO”aloudsnapscreaminmyears“Get

outofhere”Jesus!Hispissed.Hetakesatoweland

wrapmefumingashewipesme“Twohours,two



buthumelo”IwanttoquestionbutIhavelearnedhis

thetypethatgetsmoreangryifyoutalkbacktohim

whenhisfuming“fuckingtwohoursinwater,do

youeverthinkofmydaughterwhileyoudeepyour

bodyincoldwater”oh!eish!Imusthavesleptfor

twohoursinwater.Hedragsmetothebedroom

andmakemesitonthebedasheswitchestheair

conditionertoemitheat

“MybunnyI’msorry”heignoresmeandtake

Vaselineapplyingitallovermywrinkledskin“Ilove

youbaby”Isaytakingbothhishandsinmine

“Butyouhatemydaughtersomuchthat…..”

“Daddyitwasamistake,heavysleepjustvisited

me”Icuphisfaceandbringmineclosertohis

smoochinghislips.Hekissesmebackdeeplybut

stopsjustaswegettingheated

“Let’stalkaboutthissleep,didyouhaveany

dreams?”Inodandnarratemydreamtohim.He

sighsandkissmyforehead“I’msorryforshouting

mylove”Inodpeckinghislips“Iwillbeback,Ihave

tocallGumede”hesaysalreadyheadingforthe



door

***

SIHLE

MyuncleandItooksometimetoregroupbeforewe

startonourquest.Asplannedouraimistofindmy

auntfirstassheistheonethatwillliftthecurseby

confessinghersins.I’mnotawiningpersonbutI

haveneverriddenacarforthislong,wetookturns

whiledrivingandIeventuallyrefused.Inever

thoughtthereareplacessofarinSouthAfrica,why

wouldoneliveissuchplace.Idon’tknowwhenI

lastsawmoderndevelopmentaswedriveto

‘Konko’asmyunclecallsit.Everythingissorural

here,eventheairwebreatheIfeellikeitsold

“Wearehere”hehaltsbeforeanoldrondavelhouse

that’ssocrackedyouwouldswearitscrying

“ThankGod!”Iexclaimyawningandstretchingmy

hands.Helooksatmeatthebackandchuckles



“Let’ssayprayerbeforewegoin”headvices

“Why”Iask

“SothattheLordclearsourpathMakhoza”sigh!

Oldpeople!Iobligeandclosemyeyes“Father,we

comebeforeyouinthisafternoonaskingfor

guidance.LordIaskthatyouclearourpathandfill

itwithnothingbutsuccessandpeace,LordIask

thatwereceivewarmhumbleopeningstoevery

doorwillknock.Godpleasehearourprayerandbe

withusthroughthisjourneyAmen”

“Amen”Isayoutloudandmyunclelaughs.Truly

speakingIlostfaithinGodalongtimeago,with

everythingthathappenedtomesincechildhoodI

askedforhisrescuebutheneverdidsomyfaith

alsodied

“Mi”hehandsmehisscarf“Coveryourhead”Itake

thescarfandfollowhimout.Hescreamswhenwe

approachthedoorofthewrinkledrondavel

“ThegreatchiefofKonkovillage,Igreatyouwith

mydeepesthumbleness.IamLungisaKhozawith



mydaughterSihleKhozaseekinghelpinyour

village,pleaseallowusentryinyourhome”Geez!

MyvoicewouldhavefailedmeifIwastheone

yellingandwhatarewedoingatthechief’shouse.

Anoldmancomeoutofthehousetightlyholding

ontohiswalkingstick

“Youmaytakeaseat”hepointsusatthebenchand

takesthechairbeforeus“HowImaybeofservice

toyouKhoza”hetakesoutadirtyhandkerchiefand

sniffs.Yak!

“ThechiefofKonko,asImentionedIseekhelpin

searchingformysister.Mysister’snameis

NompumeleloKhoza,shewaspresumedtoreside

somewherehereintheearly90’swhensheleft

home.Eversincethenwehaveneverheardfrom

herathomeandnowI’msearchingforhertoinform

herofherparent’spassing.Ourancestorsarenot

resting,theyneedforhertobetold”thechiefsighs

wipinghissweatwiththesamehandkerchiefhe

sniffedonasmyunclelie,Iwonderwhyhelies

though

“That’satoughsituationyou’reinyoungman,but



unfortunatelyIdon’tknowanyNompumeleloKhoza

here”

“Maybeshechangedhername,maybeifIdescribe

heryoumightrememberher”myunclesuggests

“NorunnersresidesinmyvillagesoI’madamantI

havenoonewhowouldchangetheiridentityhere”

“Pleasesir,shewasn’tarunnerbutIthinkshe

wantedtostartafresh”thechieflooksathimfora

whileasifdoubtinghimbutheinhalesrelaxingina

while

“Goaheaddescribeher”

“Sheislightincolourandhaveamolebelowher

nose”hesmilesasifheremembershercompletely

“Shehasblackcirclesaroundhereyesockets,she

hadasightproblemwhengrowingupsoshewould

rubhereyesallthetimeandthatcausedher

socketstoturnblack”thefrownonthechief’sface

isnotpleasantatallandmyuncleisnotseeingall

thisashislostintheremembranceofhissister’s

features“InheightIwouldliketothinksheis



med……”

“Wait”thechiefcutshimnotpleased“Yousisteris

Zulu,likeyouright”heaskshesitant

“YesmychiefsheisZulu”thechiefsighsinrelief

andslightlychuckles

“Ialmostthoughtyouweredescribingmywife

becauseshehavethesamefeaturesbutmywifeis

Sotho,sheisnotZulu”hechuckles“Ireallydon’t

knowwhoyouaretalkingaboutbutyoucansitand

waitformymentocomebackfromthemountains

maybetheymighthelpyou”hesuggests

“ThankyoumychiefbutifImayask”thechiefnods

“Whatwasyourwife’sbeforemarriage”

“MatauTlomo”Myunclenodshesitantly“Strange

name,Iknow”hesmiles“Mywifeisveryuniquein

everyway.Shecanspeakfivelanguages”myuncle

popshiseyes

“Afrikaans,English,Zulu,XhosaandSotho”hetells

morelikehisaskingandthechiefnods“CanI



pleaseseeher”hebegswithhishandsclapped

together.Thechiefdoesn’tmind

“Nomalanga!!”hecallsout

“Nomalanga?”myuncleasks

“MyfamilynamedherNomalangaSibanyoni.Iam

chiefSibanyoni”myunclenodslookingathim

directlyinhiseyes.Ayoungbutoldwomancomes

outwearingapinafore,withflouralloverit.She

comesdustingherpinaforelookingatit,shelooks

youngbutold.Isaythisbecauseshelookslike

someonewhoagedbecauseoflife’sstruggles.She

raiseherheadwhenshereachesusandsmilebut

thesmiledisappearsquickly.Indeedthesocalled

‘MatauTlomo’ismyaunt

SheisnotwhatIrememberhertobe,shelookslike

someonewhomlifedealtwithseverely.Sheis

staringatherbrotherlikesheseesaghost

“Mpume”myunclewhisperswithtremblingvoice,I

wonderwhoisoldbetweenthetwobutifmy

memoryservesmeright,Ithinkmyuncleisthe



eldestbutthewomanstandingbeforehimlooks

likeshebirthedhim“Mpume”herepeatsagainasif

hedoesn’tbelieveithimself.Hestandsandscans

myauntclosertohim“Lelo”glisteringliquidfreely

forminhiseyesandhefightsohardtocontainhis

tearsbuthefailsasbothcheeksbecomewetina

blinkofaneye.Hetakesbothhissister’shandsfull

ofdrydoughandlookstraightinhereyes.

Myauntkneelscoveringmyuncle’skneesasshe

wails.Shecriesapainfulcrythatcutsdeepinmy

heart,neighboursclosebycomeoutoftheirhouses

toseethepainfulcries“BhutiLungihelpmeI’m

burning”shesaysinherpainfulcries.Myuncle

kneelsdownandcupsherface

“I’mhereMpume,allisgoingtobewell”heassures

withtearsfallinghischeekstoo

“BhutiIwrongedtheblessedkingdom,Iseethe

greatkingMotaungMotaungeverytimeIclosemy

eyes”shesaysasshethrowsherselfinmyuncle’s

armscryingloudly.



Motaung,Ithinktomyselfandthereitis,Boitumelo

Motaung.Vuvu’sgirlfriendisaMotaungmaybeit’s

justacoincidence,shehasnothingtodothisking

MotaungMotaung.
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THERESEMBLANCE

Whentheysaysomethingsarebetterleftunsaid

don’tdigthetruth,leavethemastheyare,as

everyoneleftthem.Iammortifiedtofindoutmy

auntcausedadriftbetweentwokingdomsandmy

wholefamilyhavebeencursedbecauseofher

selfishwaysandwhatunsettlesmemoreisfinding



outthattheDlomosareoneofthekingdomshe

wronged.ThismeansI’mgoingtohavetoseeVuvu

onceagainandIpromisedhimthatIwilldisappear

fromthefaceoftheearth.

ChiefSibanyoniisshockedtothecore,Idon’tthink

hewaspreparedtofindoutthathisbeenlivingwith

animposterallthoseyears.Heholdsthesideofhis

heartandsighheavilysuckinginair

“SowhoisMatauTlomo”thepaininhisvoiceis

evident.Themomentmyauntstartedwailinghe

askedwemovetothehouseasneighbourswere

startingtopileupwonderingwhatiswrongwiththe

chief’swife.Myauntlooksdowncaressingher

knuckles

“Idon’tknowwhyIresortedtothatname,allIknow

isthatMatauisfortheMotaungsandTlomoisfor

theDlomos.Thenamemadesenseatthetimeand

itbroughtpeacetomeafterIrunhome.Ifeltvoices

inmyheadeverytimebutthemostvividonewasof

KingMotaungMotaung,whocursedmeandevery



generationoftheKhozasbutsomehowafterI

changedmynametoMatauTlomohisvoice

vanishedinmyheadbutIhaveneverhadpeaceful

sleepsinceIliedtoKingMkhontoDlomo”

“Soyouliedaboutyouridentityforallthisyearsand

youcouldn’tevenconfideinmeyourhusband”the

chiefcontinueswithstrainedvoice

“SibanyoniI’msorry”shelooksupinhalingher

sorrows“Ihavetoconfesssomethingtoyoutoo”

weallpopoureyesreadyforwhateverbombshe

mightdrop.IthinkherandOsambinladenwould

havemadeniceterroristgroup,everythingcoming

outofhermouthnolongershockus,wejustbrace

ourselvesforhowbigthebombisgoingtodrop

“I’mthereasonwhyyourrulingfailed”shesighs

“KingMotaungalwayscametomysleepatnight

henceIcouldn’tsleep,hetoldmethateverythingI

touchwillvanishintothinairandcrumblebefore

myeyes.HetoldmethatIwillneverbearno

childrenandindeedwetriedineverywaybutfailed,



allyourlivestockdisappearedwhenyoutookmeas

yourwife,yourfamilyturnedtheirbacksonyou

becausenoneofthemcouldstandmysight.

Everythingaroundusslowlycrumbledandit’sall

becauseofme”

“IwouldliketoaskwhybutNo”hestandsholding

ontohiswalkingstick“LeaveNoma,anddon’t

comeback.Allthoseyears,everypainIwent

throughyoulookedmeintheeyeasIstruggleandI

wasjustyourescapeboat”heturnstomyuncle

whosebeenoffishlyquite“Takeyoursisterand

don’tbringherback”

“SibanyoniI’myourwife”

“Getout”heopensthedoorshouting“Allofyou”my

unclesighsstandingupandwefollowhimout

“Iapologiseformysister’sevildeeds”hesays

beforeheexitthedoorwithusfollowinghim.

SomehowIthinkmyauntwasreadyforthisday,

sheisnotfightingatall.

Weallgetinthecarandfallintoheavysilence.I



tookthefrontsitwithmyuncle,Ididn’twanttosit

nexttothefemaleHitler.Idon’tknowwhatkindofa

womansheis,shehasnothingonher,no

‘purse’nyana’,nowallet,noidshejustsit

comfortablylookingoutsidethewindowcaressing

heknuckles.Myuncleturnhisheadtoheratthe

backbeforehestartsthecar

“IsitthesameDlomosIknow”heasksherandshe

nodslookingguilty“WhyMpume”heaskspained

“IwillexplaineverythingoncewereachtheBataung

village”

“AndwhosaidIwilltakeyouthere?”myuncleasks

annoyed“Nxa!UmthakathiwaseKonko!”(Konko’s

witch)Ihavenoticedhehashismoments,hisasilly

jokerbutheissomeonewhohatesforreal.More

likeMthoifImaysay,thatguyhatedmewith

passionandnowlookingatmyunclethereisabit

ofresemblancebetweenthembutI’msureit’sjust

oneofthoselookerlike“Nxa”hesaysonceagain

pissedashestartsthecar



Thejourneybackherewasfilledwithnothingbut

awkwardsilence.Myauntcriedinwardlywithjust

tearsflowingdownhercheekswhenweenteredthe

gate.Herbrotheractuallyfeltsomethingforher,he

tookherinherarmsandconsoledherastearsjust

flowdownhercheeks.Myunclepreparedherhot

waterandtoldhertousetheirparent’sroom,she

justnodingratitudeandtookthewater

disappearingtotheroom

“Malumesizodlani”(Whatarewegoingtoeat?)I

askcomingbackfrommyminibathtooandhe

laughsmystupidquestionoff

“MaKhozaIshouldbeaskingyouthatnottheother

wayround”eish!Heisright.“Don’tworry,Ibought

somethingtoeatwhileyouwerebothasleeponthe

way,gofetchthefoodinthecar”hehandsmethe

keysandIrushout“CheckonMpumewhileatit

andtellhertocomeeat”heyellsasIexitthedoor

Iknockonceandletmyselfin.sheissittingonthe



bedwithhereyesburrowingthefloor.Iusedtocall

herAuntieLelobutnowIdon’tknowanymore,sigh!

Imovecloserandsitnexttoher

“Youhavegrown”shesaysfirstasI’mstill

wonderingwhattosay.HerEnglishissogood,

perfectthanmineifImaysay“Doyouhaveany

children”sheasksnowraisingherheadtolookat

me

“Yes…No,Imean…it’scomplicated”Ifinallysay

afterstrugglingwiththecorrectanswer

“Imadeallyourlivescomplicated,didn’tI”Ijust

shrugbecauseIreallydon’tknowhowtoanswer

that

“MalumesaidIshouldcheckonyouandtellyouthe

foodisready”shenodssmiling

“ImissedhimthemostandIhurthimthemost

fromallmysiblings.Ihopehewillforgiveme

beforeKingMotaungfetchesmeformyawaiting

punishmentinthenextafterlive”shesaysholding

myhandpullingmeoutofthedoor

***



VULA

Gumedeandhisriddles,callinghimwasawaste,all

hesaidisthatIshouldbepatientandallwillreveal

induetime.Ikeeplookinguphopingmyheavenwill

walkdownthestairsbutnothing,thiswomanistoo

lazythisdays,I’msuresheishopingformeto

comecarryher.Iwalkupthestairstofetchmy

moodypregnantwifebutIhearherthrowingupin

thebathroomasIopenthedoorandIquicklyrush

toher

“Zululamikinyi”(What’swrong)Iaskworried

rubbingherbackbutsheweaklysmileslookingat

me.Ihateseeingherlikethis,thishereismyworld

andmyworldcanneverbeweak

“Helpmeup”shegivemeherhandIdoastold

walkingbehindherasshegoestowashhermouth

“Khwezihasokgutle?”sheasksturningtomeafter

brushingherteeth.Eish!IwillneverwinwithSotho,

willI?SheseesmyfrustrationasIscratchmyhead

hopingformySothovocabularytocometoaid“Is



Khweziback?”sheaskslaughing

“Youshouldhavesaidthatfromtheonset”Ipullher

pearwaistcloserandpeckhershoulder“Nothey

haven’treturned”shenodstryingtoleavebutI

tightenthegrip“Ihaterepeatingmyself”Iinform

calmlookingather

Shesighs!“Idon’tknowbaby,Ihavebeenvomiting

alotlately.Iwilltalktopeteraboutitnextweek”she

cupsmyfaceandkissmynose,Iknowsheistrying

tosoftenmeup.Pityshedoesn’tknowthatIknow

herlikemyshadow

“Andme?Whydidn’tyoutellme”shedoesthat

thingthatalwaysticklesmebadly.Sheisnotthe

rollingeyestypebutshehasthistendencyof

throwinghereyesupdramaticallylikethatbored

WhatsAppemoji.Meaningsheisbored

“Iwillsquashthemandeatthem”Isternlysaybut

shelaughs

“Okaajadiheleng”(Youwilleattheminhell)hai!

HerSothoisouttoplaytodayandIknowwiththat

stupidgrinonherfaceshejustinsultedme,she



alwaysdoesthatwhensheaffrontme.PityIcan’t

strikebackinZulu.Shepullsmebacktothe

bedroomwiththatpleasedgrinthatIknowisthe

endproductofmebeingdisrespected.ThedayI

learnSotho,shewon’tknowwhathither,infactI

shouldaskJollytofindmeaSothotutorsoon

“SangoI’mnothappy”shesaysmakingmesiton

thebedandsheconfidentlystandbeforemewith

hertinyhandonherwaist.Iknowwhatthisisabout

andIdiditonpurpose

“LastIcheckedyouwerenotready”shethrowsa

daggeratme

“I’mready”Ilaughatherfrustration

“Youweren’treadylastnight,todayyou’reready.

Thatwasquiteaquickchangeofemotionsdon’t

youthinkmylove”Iseetearsquicklyforminginher

eyes“Babywhat’swrong,Iwasjustasking,Ididn’t

meanto…..”

“Sangoit’snotthat”shesayssittingnexttome.

NowI’mreallyworried,mywifehavebeenstrong



throughoutthepregnancy,yesshecrieshereand

therebutIcanadamantlysaysheisnotacrybaby

andIamgratefulthatI’mnotdealingwithwhat

SizweisdealingwithDinny.“BabyIcan’tgetthe

imageofSihleontopofyououtofmymind”eish!

WhatamIgoingtodo,Iactuallythoughtshewas

justpunishingmewhenshedeniedmykinghis

palace,Ididn’tthinkit’sthisdeep

“MyheavenIwishIcouldwipeallthat,Itrulywish

youdidn’tseeanyofthatmylove”Ikissher

foreheadandwipehertears“Whatdoyouwantme

todomylove”sheshrugandIpullherinmyarms.

FuckyouSihlewhereveryouare!Icurseinwardly

asIholdmygreatesttreasureinmyarms“Let’sgo

eat,I’msureMampeisfamished”Iholdherupas

wewalkout

“StopcallingmydaughterMampepleaseSango”

ShelaughsrestingherheadonmyshoulderandI

sighinreliefthatwemomentarilypassedtheSihle

issue“Whenarewebuyingherclothes”sheasks

settlingonthebarstoolasIprepareherfood

“Andpreparingherroom,threemonthsleftbabywe



mustticktocktheclockisnotonourside”she

frownsasifshejustrealisedsomething

“EishSango,shewillsleepwithme,myflatonly

havetworoomsandDinnyandLuluarecurrently

occupyingtheotherone”sheexplainsandIcrank

atthevenomshejustspit

“Andwhosedaughterisgoingtoliveinaflat”she

blinksthatnervouszillionblinkofhers

“Sangosheisgoingtohavetobewithme,I’mher

mother”

“AndI’mherfather”Iturnandcontinuewithher

sandwich.IfeelherstareburnmybackandIknow

sheisnotlettingitgoandIbettercomeupwitha

solutionbeforethisturnsintoafight“Maybeyou

canmoveinaftergivingbirth”Isuggestandreceive

acoldlookforananswer

“KekipiteSango?”sheasksannoyed

“What’swithyouandSothotoday,whatdoyou

meanbykipi…”ohitjustdownedwhatshemeant



“I’msureourfamilieswillbegoingthroughthe

lobolanegotiationsthen,soitwon’tbe‘kipiting’”

shelooksasidecringing.Thiswomanmustn’tdare

me,shepromisedmemarriageaftergivingbirth

“SangoIwasthinkingweholdonabitonthat,thing

isIwanttoloseallthebabyfatbeforeweget

marriedandIwouldliketofocusonmotherhood

properlywithoutanystress”nxa!Babyfatand

motherwoodmyass

“Andhowlongwillthatbe”Iburnherwithmygaze

asIawaitthestupidanswerthatIknowisgoingto

pissmeoffandsheblinkshernervouszillionblink

“Idon’tknow,maybesixmonths”shesaysholding

herbreathlookinganywherebutme

“Okay”Ijustsaytoletthetopicgobutthatis

happeninginsatan’sthroat.I’mmarryingher

straightfromthehospital.InfactIshouldrideback

homethiscomingweekendsowesettletheseed

issueandstartwiththenegotiationsrightway

“Therewego,SandwichforMamakaMampe”she

smilesherforcedsmile,Ihopesheisnotpickingup



thatI’mdismissingher

“Itlooksnice,pleasehelpme”Itakeahugebiteof

myjamhambaconsandwich.Ittastemarvellous

“Whyaren’tyoueating?”Iaskwithamouthful

“Ithinkmyappetiteisstillobtuseduetotheearlier

vomiting”sheislyingandIcanseerightthrough

her.Whensheliesscaredshestuttersandwhen

sheliestodismissmesheblinksalot“Pleasehand

methatapple,itwillclearthepuckishnesswhileI

waitfordinner”InodgivinghertheappleasIenjoy

mymouthwateringsandwich.Mthowalksinwith

Khweziandtheiralreadyvisiblepinkshopping.

That’smydaughterforyou.Khwezithrowsherself

onmypregnantwifeandI’mnothappywiththat,

shewantstokillhersister

“Khweziyouwillkillyoursistergetdown”she

burrowshereyebrows

“Mysister,whereisshe”I’mexhaustedbeforeshe

evencontinues.Mtholaughsandtakesabiteofmy

sandwich

“Makoti”heacknowledgesheralreadychewing“My



girlaskeda….”herunstothebinandspit.My

heavenlaughswithtearsflowingdownhercheeks

“Otlatlohelahojadijotsabatho”(You’llstopeating

people’sfood)sheisbacktoherSotho,shesays

whateverlaughing

“Yoh!ebilehonalejamkamohare”(Thereiseven

jaminside)Mthorepliesshocked.Ihatethisso

much“Hai!Ninemonthsefelaneng,mothooooja

kak”(Whenisninemonthsending,thispersonis

eatingshit)Ionlypickedup‘kak’and‘motho’

“PeopleI’mhere”theybothlaughlookingatme

“Myguykakisnotaniceword”KhwezisaylostasI

am

“Thankyoubaby,andspeakingalanguageother

peopledon’tknowisalsonotnice”

“I’msorrymygirl”Mthosaysbrushingkissingher

cheeks

“Mamamogirlwhenareweleaving”mywifelookat

herconfused“Toyourhouse,youpromisedthatwe



aregoingtospendtheholidaystogether”Iseeher

blinkingnervously

“AaaahKhwezibabyngiyasebenza,nooneisgoing

tolookafteryouwhenIgotowork”(I’mworking)

“Meaning”shefoldsherarmslookingatherwith

furrowedbrows.IfeellikelaughingbutIdon’twant

tobeavillain

“Meaningmybabyyouhavetostayhere,sisMary

willlookafteryouwhenI’matwork”

“Andyouwillcomeeverynighttosleepwithme”

Yesmybaby,doitfordaddy,mysmartgirlbandla!

“AaaaKhwezi,Iwas…”

“MamaMogirlyoupromised”hermouthisstarting

toformafrownandIknowsheisabouttocry.Her

motherwon’tlethercrynomatterwhat

“Okay,okaydon’tcrymybaby,youwillsleepwith

meeverynight”Khwezihappilyjumpsonheronce

again“Didyouhaveanythingtodowiththis”she

askshuggingKhwezilookingatme

“Idon’tknowanythingaboutpromisesyoumade



Mrs.Me”Ikissherforeheadandleavetofetchcar

keys,I’msoexcitedIdon’tknowwhattodoandit’s

allthankstomysmartgirl.Shemanagedto

convincemywifetomovein,thisisgoingtobea

verywarmwinterforme.

“Let’sgo”theyalllookatmeconfused“Tofetch

yourclothesmylove,angishoyourmovinginwith

Khwezi,theclothesyouhaveherewon’tlastyouthe

wholewinter”Mtholaughsoutloud

“Mybabygofetchyourjacketsihambe”Khwezi

quicklydisappearrunning“I’monlyfetchingthe

filesIneedforMonday,I’mnotmovingin.Ihavea

friendwhomovedinwithmeIcan’tleaveheralone”

therewegoagain

“Andhowoldisshe?”Iaskpissed

“Whatfriend?”Mthoaskswithhishungryforskirt

eyes

“Mthomyfriendisofflimitspleaseandyou’re

gettingmarried,ifyoubreatheven5minutesclose

toher,IwillinformLihle”sheturnstome“Sheisa

yearolderthanyouandI’mnotleavingheralone”



geez!

“Olderthanmekanjani,sheisachildmoos”this

havetobealie

“Iguessshegotperfectgenes”mxm

“Ngihambanani”(I’mgoingwithyou)webothgive

himalook“I’mjustgoingtodrive,Vulaknowshe

can’tdrive”mxm!Thisone

Mthofixhiseyebrowsstraighteningthemwithhis

thumbslookinghimselfthroughthesidemirroras

weclimbdownthecar

“What,firstimpressionslastlonger”hesaysaswe

bothlookathimnotpleased.Khwezipullsmy

wife’shandwhohuffsinannoyance“Howisher

bodybafo?”hewhispersinmyearaswewalkdown

thepassage

“I’mnotsureIdidn’tcheckherout,sheisjust….I

don’tknow,likeanyofmysisters”hegivesmeanot

pleasedlook

“TheDlomosareturningintheirgraves.Thewhole



onlymalechildofMkhotohasturnedtobeapussy”

Ilaughoffhisstupidityfollowingmywifeandgirlin

thehouse.

Mthosettlesonthecouchandthinhiseyes,Idon’t

knowwhattocallthatlookbutmywifewouldsay

it’sa‘sexyblaze’.Lulucomesoutofthebedroom

withKhweziwhoistalkingtoherliketheyhave

knowneachotherforages.Shestumbleabit

surprised,Iguessshedidn’trealisewearealso

here

“Oh..hey,Dumelang,abutiVula”andsomeonesaid

sheisayearolderthanme.Mxm!Thatone

pregnancyismakingherloosehermarbles

“Lulu,howareyou”Iask

“I’mfinethanks”sheattemptstoleavebutthe

heavilypregnantDinnystopshercomingfrommy

wife’sbedroom

“Wait”shefrownslookingather“Whydoyoulook

likeadarkerfemaleversionofMtho?”Lulufrowns

moreandIlookatthetwo.IndeedIhavebeen

sayingshelookslikesomeoneIknow,the



resemblanceispurelythere,howdidImissthis?

Myforevertalkativebrotherisburningthepoorgirl

withhisstare,Ithinkhisalsosurprised

“Mthopleaseleavemyfriendalone,whyareyou

staringatherlikethat”myheavenshoutscomingin

theloungeandsheimmediatelyfeelsthe

awkwardnessintheroomandfollowoureyes,she

gasps“Oh!shi..”shehaltslookingatKhwezi“What

intheholycow,Mtho,Lulu”shekeepslooking

betweenthetwoinpureshock.HellI’malso

shocked.

Adminstilllovesallofyoualot,althoughimabit

tightupatthemoment,pleasebarewithmeone

moreweekandwe'llgobacktoournormal

routine
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MYSISTER

MTHOKOZISIDLOMO

Idon’tknowifthewordstunnedisenoughto

describemyshockrightnow,notonceinmymillion

yearsbreathingandshaggingforalivinghaveI

thoughtIwouldhavemyownbiologicalsister.YesI

havemycousinwhichItakethemassistersbut

thisisverydifferentandtothinkIcamehereto

smashher,Lordforgivemydirtymindandmy

foreverexcited‘Nkuzi’,Ididn’tknowsheismysister

butI’mgladmymakotiwasalreadyagainstme

smahingher.

IneedtoanalyseandstudyhersoIgotowardsthe

minimethatisrootedonthesamespot.Theshock

onherfacetellsmeshealsodidn’tknowshehasa

handsomeyellowbrothersomewhereinthisworld

“Saycheese”Isaytiltingherchinbutshefrowns



more“Iwanttoseeyoursetofteeth,Ihaveavery

nicesetIjustwanttoseeifyoualsotookthat”

Makotilaughsherlungsout,thisoneismyever

smilemakoti

“Really?That’sthefirstthingyousaytoyoursister”

BalloonDinnyasks

“Hisnotmybrother,I’msurethereisavalid

explanationforthismaybeit’sjustacoincidence”

mysisterspeaksforthefirsttimebutthat’spure

rubbish

“I’msorry,Ididn’tintroducemyselfproperly”Iletgo

ofherchin“MynameisMthokozisiDlo…”Isquash

thatwhenIrememberimnotthatanymore,wellI

neverwasbutIwasjustakidaboutit

“DlomoBafo,youwillalwaysbeaDlomo”my

brotherdon’twanttoletmego.Ithinkheisjust

scaredoftheresponsibilitiesthatfacehimandit

wasbetterwhentherewasthetwoofusbutnowifI

changemynameallwillfacehimalone.Iignore

himandcontinuewiththeintroduction



“JustMthokozisi,I’myourbrother,youcancallme

Bhuti,boldlyincapitalletters.I’myourbigger

brotherandIwantthatemphasisedand

capitalised”Inodinherfacetomakeherseemy

point“Sayit,BHU.TI”everyoneislaughingtheir

lungsout.Makotiisworse,sheevenhastears

flowingdownhercheeksYishophela,ithibhuti”

(Sayit,saybrother)thispeoplebetterstoplaughing

I’mtryingtomakeapointhere

“Mthokosisi”Jesus,thefirsttimeshecallsmy

nameandshebutchersit

“Zisi”Icorrect“Butlet’ssticktoBhutiandgiveita

surname‘Wami’,infullBHUTIWAMI”shehuffs

narrowinghereyesatme

“You.Can.Not.Be.My.Brother”sheemphasises“I

amaMokwena,I’msure…”Icuther

“Haibo!I’mSotho?KeMosotho,keMokwena”(I’ma

Mosotho,imaMokwena)wow“Mthokosizi

Mokwena,hmk!notbad”Ipullhertothecouchand

makehersit“AbutiMM”Makotistartsgiggling“M2”

it’squitenice,Icanlivewiththat“Makotiwhatdoes



Mthokosizimeaninsotho”

“Mthokosizi”shethinksabit“It’sThabangor

Thabiso,hai!Idon’tknowbutit’ssomethingthat

hastodowithhappiness”

“Oleshanoit’sthankyou”(You’relying)Dinny

corrects“MeaningitsTeboho”shesuggestalsoa

bitnotsure

“Teboho?”bothmysisterandmakotiseemstonot

agreewithherastheybothquestion.Iseenooneis

sure

“Itdoesn’tmatter,whetherit’sThabang,Thabisoor

Tebohobutattheendit’sT.M”Ifeelniceaboutit,I

hateuglynames“I’mhappytomeetyoungwanye

ntate”(myfather’schild)Iembraceherwithahug

thatshedoesn’treturnback“Tellmeaboutyou,

what’syourname,howoldareyoungwanyeso”

“It’sNgwananotngwanye”shecorrects,Idon’t

thinkIsaiditwrong.IknowmySothoisperfect,I

usedtobangmyhighschoolSothoteacher.May

herdeliciousunderneathpeachnotrestinpeace,I



stillcravehereventoday.Sigh!Ifthereisoneghost

Iwouldvisithelljusttobangitwouldbehers’and

I’msuresheisnotinheaven,thethingsthatwoman

taughtmejustpavesawaytobeasupervisorin

hell

“Okaynana,it’sngwana”Makotilaughshardand

mysistergivesheralook

“I’mLuciaMokwena,28yearsoldandi….”Vulacuts

her

“Andsomeonesaidsheisolderthanme”hesays

lookingatmakotiwhoiscarryingmysleepinggirl

“NoIdidn’t,Isaidsheisayearolderthanme”she

corrects

“Nomyheavenyousaidsheisayearolderthan

me”Vulaalsocorrects,thistwoIknowitwon’tend

andIknowmakotisaidsheisolderthanVulabutI

won’tsayit.Thispregnancysquashedallher

shyness,sometimesIthinkshewillsquashVula’s

balls,Icanimagenmybrotherwithnoballs.Ilaugh

thinkingoftheimageandtheyalllookatmeending

thequarrel



“Yah!Youwerethere,whatdidIsay?”Makotiasks

meandI’mafraidIhavetoagreewithheralthough

sheiswrongbutbecauseIcanseesheisfive

minutestoexplosionandIdon’twanther

squashingmyballs

“Yousaid….”Eish“Konjewhatarewetalking

about?”ItotallyforgotwhatIhavetoattest.Dinny

andLululaughsoutloudbutbothVulaandMakoti

thintheireyesatme.Theylookliketwinsthat

warmseachother’sbedwhentheybothgangupon

mebutbecauseI’mscaredofmakotimoreIhaveto

beonherside“Whatyousaidmakotiwasright”she

givesmethatgorgeoussmileofhers

“ThankyouMtho”Idon’tknowwhathappenedto

abutiMtho,IlikeditbetterthanthisMthobusiness.

ShelooksatVulatomakehimfeelhelostbutVula

blowsherakissandshemeltsrightaway“Please

goputKhwezitosleepmylove,sheisheavy”my

traitorbrotherkisshershoulderfirstbeforehe

disappearswithKhweziinhisarms,thatoneisa

traitortoallmalespecies.Hissowhippedevenhis



di*kdoesn’tstandforanywomanotherthanMakoti,

ifitweremewithSihle’speachofferedonasilver

platterlikethat,Iwouldhaveshaggedherandthrew

heroutlikethetrashsheis.

“Tellmeaboutourfather,howishelike”thefrown

onherfacetellsmeImighthaveaJackMabaso

typeoffather

“Idon’thaveafather,mymomhadmebeforeshe

gotmarried”shesaysabitdownandIfeelforher,

sheisatestsubjectlikeme.Ourparentswantedto

seewhathappenswhenbranchespenetratethe

peachandweendedupbeingtheendproducts“I

havebeenpayingforthesinsofamanIdon’tknow

allmylife,I’maconstantreminderinmymother’s

eyesthatamanbrokeherworldapartsono,Idon’t

haveafatherandevenifheweretoresurfacefrom

thehellholehisbeenIwouldn’trecognisehimas

myfather”thehateinhervoiceisreal

“I’msorrybabygirlyouhadaroughstartinlifebutI

promiseyouthingsjustchangedfromnowon,Iwill

bethebrotherVulacanneverbe”



“Reallybafo”Dinnyandmakotilaughs

“Butonaseriousnotebabygirlimreallysorryfor

whatyouwentthroughbutI’mherenowtomake

yourproblemsdisappear”shenodshesitantly

“Whatifyouarenotmybrother?”sheasksalmost

inawhisper

“Thenwe’llbesiblingsmadeinheaven”shesmiles

“CanIpleasebeyourbrotherevenifourblood

proofsotherwise”shelaughsmore“Iwilldo

anythingtowinyoursisterlylove,whatdoyouneed

themostnow”shebitesherlipsthinkingabit

“Ajob”shesayswithasmile

“Mondayyou’regoingtowork,youhaveajob”she

laughsasifshedoesn’tbelieveme“Doyouhave

matric?”shenods

“That’sallIneed,letmemakesomecalls”sheis

stilllaughingindisbelief,Ithinkinherheadshejust

thinksI’mcrazy.Vulafollowsmeoutandtapsmy

shoulderaswestandoutsidethebalcony



“Howyoureallyfeeling?”heasksmoreserious.I

sighheavily

“Excited,overwhelmed,bafoIhaveasister,awhole

darkerfemaleme”

“AndnoDNAisneededtoprovetheresemblance

betweenyoutwo,youevenhavethesamebirth

mark”IfrownbecauseIdidn’tnoticeanythingof

thatsort.Vulaissoattentivemaybeheshould

auditionforUzalotobethenewdetectivein

Kwamashubecausetherecentonearejuststupid

“Shehasthewhitebirthmarkbehindherearlike

you”

“AndwhendidyourealisethatdetectiveMondli”he

laughs

“Let’sbeseriousNyawo,whatdoyouthinkwe

shoulddo,thisisastepclosertofindingyourfather,

maybeifwegethermothertotelluswhoshe

shaggedwemightbeclosertothetruth”hesuggest

“Notbadbafobutdon’tyouthinkweshouldinform

Gumedeaboutthis”

“Nono,thatoneisgoingtocrawltoourunclesand



informthem,webothknowwherehisloyaltylies.I

saylet’sdigthisonourown”Inodinagreement

“Shesoundslikesheisnotreallyfondofher

motherandIdon’twanttoinfuriateher,Iwantto

gainhertrustbafobutIalsoneedtoknowwhomy

fatherisformyfuture.HowamIgoingtogetherto

agreeinmeetingmewithhermother?”Hethinksa

bitlookingaround

“Maybewecaninvolvemyheaven”hesuggests

“How?”

“Surelymywifeknowsherbestfriend’shome,all

wehavetodoisbribeher”

“Useyourdi*kndoda,shewillsing”helaughs

“Ihaven’tgotsomesincethewholeSihleshitand

ngim’lambelelomfaziyeeer!”(I’mhungryforthis

woman)Ilaughathisirritation“But,maybewecan

useboytotellus”hethinks

“Whoseboymanje?”

“Lulu’sson”

“Shehasason”Iasksurprisedbuthedismissme



“Yahboyisouroptionfornow,andlet’sdoitthis

weekend,ZungualreadysentmeandSbudatodrop

thelettertomyfatherinlaw,hisfinallysteppingup”

“Letterofwhat?”

“Sometimeyoucanbesostupid,Sizwewanttoask

forDinny’shandinmarriage”hai!Thisisterrible

news

“Hecan’tdothat,whoisgoingtobemyfu*kpack

sinceyoualreadyditchedthepack”

“Youwillbestrong”hepatsmyshoulderwalking

back“YouwilljoinSbudaandIthisweekendto

droptheletterthenwe’lldrivestraighthomesoI

cansettletheseedissue.Ineedtomarrythis

womanasintomorrow”

“You’realltraitors”Iscream

“Tamedtraitorsandohdon’tmakenocalls,I’msure

we’llfindhersomethingtodoinourmanufacturing

orproductiondepartment”

“Aslongassheisnotatthefarms,Idon’twantmy

sistermuchdarker,shewillbeacharcoalifshe



worksunderthesun”helaughsaswewalkbackto

findDineopushingthecoucheswithherdangerous

belly.Itreallylooksdangerouslikeit’sgoingto

burstopenandswallowmysmoothsilkyskin

“What’sgoingon?”Vulaasksthetwobestfriends

whoarebothcurledinonecouchbuthedoesn’t

receiveananswer

“Boitumelohaonapolish”(don’tyouhavepolish)

MakotipopshereyeslookingatDinny

“Kenaleliquidcobra”(Ihave)

“Keitsepolish”(Isaid)shescreams

“Youwanttoapplypolishonceramictiles?”Makoti

askswithpoppedeyes

“Nxa!”shepushesVulaandIwiththebroomtothe

samecornerasMakotiandLulu“Thishouseis

filthy,Idon’tknowhowyoutwoliveinsuchrubbish,

everythingissodirty”shecomplainsworkingher

dangerousbellyoffandIwonderwhatfilthshe

sees“Aaaaaaa”shescreamsholdinghertummy



underneath.Makotijumpsfirsttoherasallofus

stayrootedinoneplace

“Manekeng”(Auntywhat’swrong)shepanics

tryingtotouchthehandthat’sholdingthedanger

tummybutshereceivesahardslapthatshockus

all.VulafliestoMakotiontheflowwhoisholding

hercheekindisbelief

“Manewamasepa,howmanytimes

hav………Aaaaaaaah!”(Auntymyfoot)Shescreams

harderalmostgroaningandathickpinkishurine

flowsdownherlegs“Nononono”shecriessitting

ontheflow“Sunflowertakemypantyoutplease

baby”Ijumpinaid,thatIcando

“Letmehelpyou,Idon…..”Vulahitsmehardonthe

headasIkneelbeforeher

“Sheisinlabouridiot,youcan’tdothat”thehell!

“Let’scarryhertothecar”hesuggeststaringdown

atmeasI’mstilltryingtodissolvethenews‘labour’

“Labourasinshewasworkinghardpushing

couchesandallright”hehuffsinannoyance“I



just….”Dinnykicksmehardonmyforehead

sendingmedown.Fu*kshekickslikeaman“Vula

I’mstartingtoseethewhitelight,it’sengulfingme,I

seemama,gogo,mkhulu,malome,yoh!I’mseeing

allourancestors,theyarecallingme,thereisa

bridge,Ihavetocross….”fuckIfeelanotherhot

slaponmycheekandIopenmyeyestofindthe

angryVulaonmyface

“Stopbeingapus*y,youcan’tseewhitedyinglights

fromjustbeingkickedbyamerehormonal

pregnantwoman”hehelpsmeupandthrow

Khwezi’stightonme“Wipeyournose,yoursucha

yellow”heaffronts

“I’myourbrothernjalowena,Iwill…”

“Nonotmydaughter’sleggingplease,gotothe

bathroom”MakotiloudlyscreamsbeforeIcanwipe

mybleedingnose.Iquicklydisappeartothe

bathroomassuggestedandwashmynosetakinga

pileofwipestocleansethedropletsofbloodonmy

nose.Thiswomancankickshame,Igiveittoher.

WhenIwalkbackMakotiisstillseatedonthesame

spot.Ithinkshefeltthatslapmoreor….



“Itwillbeyouinacoupleofmonths,youshould

haveusedprotection”myelderlybrotherinstinct

justkickedin.Thiskidsneedstobereprimanded

everynowandthen,shecringesholdinghertummy

“Maybeyoucanshitthebaby,Iheardsomewoman

poptheirbabiesandit’smuch…..”Vulacut’sme

wipingDinny’sforehead,Iwonderwherehegetsall

thisexperiencehissocalmyouwouldthinkheonce

gavebirth

“Thewhitelightshouldhaveconsumedyouryellow

assoff,stopscaringmywifecomehelpme”mxm!

ThisonethinksI’mhismate

“WhatdoIdo”Iaskkneelingclosertodangerzone

Dinny

“Let’stakehertothecarandcallSizwetomeetus

atthehospital…..”aloudscreamstopshim

“Noooooooooo”shecriestearsnowholdingboth

VulaandI’sarmstight“PleasetakeoffmypantyI

canfeeltheheadonmyvagina”shebegscrying

butVulalaughsasI’mshakingwithfear.Ilove



pus*ywitheverythinginmebutI’mnotpreparedto

seeitwithaheadpopping“Please,nunu,nana”she

looksatthetwoassheseesnooneisgoingtotake

herpantiesoff.Ihopesheaskmeagainwhenthere

isnoheadpoppinginhervagina

“Lulugofindastoneoutside”vulaorders

“Whatstone?”weallaskthecalmprofessorofbirth

asweareallpanickingbuthim

“JustfindmeasmallerstoneLulu”hescreamsand

Lulurunsoutandinasecondshecomeswitha

stone“Dinny,dinnylookatme”hebegs“Don’tkick

meneahbabygirl,yourverybeautifulandquite

braveokay”dangerousdangerzonedinnysmilesa

bit“I’mgoingtofastenthisstoneonyourwaistso

thatthecontractionsslowsdownabituntilwe

makeittothehospital”Dinnyagreeswithahead

nodandVulatakesthestonewithKhwezi’stight

“Notmydaughter’slegging”Makotiscreamagain

curledbythedoor,Ithinksheispreparingherselfto

runifthingsturnleft.Vulaignoresherandpicks

Dinny’sdressfasteningthestonewithKhwezi’s



tight.HowIwishtobetheonepickingthatskirtbut

nottoday.

“I’mgoingtocarryyoursexybodynowmamazi

neah”hee!Professorofbirthisflirtingwithhis

wife’saunt,Dinnyagreeshappilywithaheadnod

andVulascoopsheroffthefloor.Wefollowhimout

butMakotiseatstillcurledbythedoor“Mylove”he

looksdownatherwithDinnyinhisarms“Let’sgo”

“Wecan’tleaveKhwezialone”eishItotallyforgot

mygirlissleeping

“Iwilllookafterher,youallgo”Isuggestbutreceive

adeathstarefromalmosteveryoneintheroom.

Sigh!Somuchforlookingaftermypoorgirl

“Luludoyoumindlookingafterher,IwillcallMary

tocometakeherwhenwegettothehospital”Vula

“It’sfineabutiVulaIdon’tmind”assoonasshe

agreesVulafliesoutofthedoorandIhelpmy

makotiup.Sheisquiteshakenbyallthis

“Comesitwithmeinthefrontsowecanlet



professorofbirthdohisbestatback”sheagrees

climbinginandIfollowherinwithVulaandDineo

atthebackasIstartthecar

“Bosscanyousing”Dinnyaskswithapainedvoice,

MakotiandIeruptinlaughter“Agospelsong,that

onemysisteralwayssingstumi”shebegsgroaning

“Ncandweni?”Makotiasksshocked

“Whichoneisit?”Iaskmakoti

“Zulukhayalami”

“Let’sgopeople,inthree,1.2.3

‘AhuuZulukhayalam

Izuluikhayalami…”Whathappenedtosinging

together,thistwoarejustgivingmeweirdlooksbut

Idon’tcare,Iwillsingtillwemakeittothehospital.

IhadtoforcefullylistentoNcandwenigrowingup.

Ndlovukaziwouldburstspeakerswiththatchoir

everymorninguntilVulascratchedallherCD’swith

aknifeclaimingitstheradiothatscratchedthem.

Shesearchedeverytowntryingtobuythemagain

butnothingandwelivedhappilyeverafterwithout



nomoreNcandwenibutIthinkitwasalreadytoo

lateformebecauseIkindofalreadyhadfew

favouritesthereandIalwayssingtheminmy

showersessions
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THESTALKER

IfIsawwhatIsawyesterdaysixmonthsagobefore

quenchingmythenthirstycookiewithdevilwaters

thatresultedinmegettingpregnant,IswearIwould

havesealedmycookie.Iwouldhavecovered,



wrappedandsealedmycookiethenputitontopof

thewardrobeormaybetriplepreventeditby

padlockingdevilwaterswithinjection,pillsand

condoms.Ican’tgetoverherscreamsandtothink

itwillbemeinthreemonthstocome,sigh!Ifeel

depressedjustthinkingaboutit,Iwishtherewasa

waytodeliverMampewithoutgoingthroughthe

painfulexperience

“Babygirlpromisetobegentlewithmommyneah

andIwillletyoueatsweetsfortherestofyourlife”

IsayoutloudbrushingmytummytalkingtoMampe.

Thisishardlife,women’slifeisnotforthefaint

hearted.Iwonderhowthismenwouldfeelifthey

weretocarrythisoffspring’softheirsandbirth

them

“Daddy’sgirlwillbegentlewithyou,don’tworrymy

heaven”heturnsandkissmyshoulderasweare

bothstillinbed.Ithoughthewasstillasleep,he

deservestosleepthewholedayafteracquiring

anotherqualificationyesterday.PHdinbirtha.k.a

Professorofbirth



“Myloveyou’reawake”henodsstillrecovering

fromhissleep“MorningheeProf”helaughs.Gosh

mymanisgorgeousbathong!

“Morningtoyoutoomyheaven,howarethenerves

today?”heaskssittingupstraightbalancingwith

theheadboardasme

“ThankyouNtateDlomo”I’mreallygratefulforthis

man.Hefurrowshiseyebrowsinconfusion

“ForwhatMeDlomo”Ihavegivenup,hisSothois

terribleinfactit’s‘theribble’IthinkIneedto

‘Sothofy’himmorebyalwaysspeakingSothowith

him

“Firstlyforlovingme”heraisehiseyebrowtryingso

hardtosupresstheformingsmileonhisface“But

mostlyforhelpingmyauntyesterday,thankyoufor

yourcalmness”

“IwasjustdoingwhatIknowmyheaven,nobigie

neah”Ilaugh“Butyoucanthankmeby…”hishand

isalreadyrunningonmythighs,Ijumpoffthebed

beforeIdenyhimandwefight

“Bycookingforyoutoday,breakfast,lunchand



dinner”Isayreachingformygownand

disappearinginthebathroomtofreshenup.Ilook

atmyfaceinthemirrorasI’mwashingit“Whatis

wrongwithyouBoitumeloMotaung,thismanloves

yousomuch,hedidn’tcheatandyouknowit”Iask

myselfloudlyandI’mreallyfrustratedwithmyself

more,Ijustwishthatimagewouldjustvanishinmy

head.MaybeIshouldseeashrinktopolishthis

stupidbrainsofminebeforetheycostmemy

forever‘ORBEFOREHECHEATSFORREAL’

subconsciousscreamsandIinwardlygiveheran

evilstareandshecringesgoingbacktosleep

whereshebelong.

IfindAusiMaryinthekitchenopeningthe

cupboardstakingouttheingredientstostartwith

breakfastandjustthen,Iremembershecametome

withimportantnewsandItotallyforgottotell

Sango.Damnme!Isendanurgentmessagetomy

cerebrumtolightbulbmybrainssoIbereminded

toinformSangoaboutMarysvisittome.Iblame

thispregnancyformycurrentdumbness,IswearifI



wastoattendschoolinthisstate,Iwouldfailwith

distinctions

“SawubonasisMary”(Morning)sheturnstome

withasmile

“Unjani?Howisyouraunt”(Howareyou?)Idon’t

believeIoncewantedherfired.Shesonicenow,I

couldeather,eveneatthosebreastofhers.Sigh!

Ormaybeshecanjustletmefeelthem,justmaybe

myfantasyofhavingacleavagewouldoutgrowme

“NgiyaphilasisMary,sheisokay,shegavebirthto

abeautifulbigbabygirl”shesmiles

“Girlsinthefamily,I’mtoldyou’realsocarrying

anotherKhwezi”Ilaughnodding“HmmIfeelsorry

foryou,Khweziplusthatminiherit’sgoingtobe

doubletrouble,whenarewepreparingherroom?”

eish!Thisquestion.Iputmyweightonthebarstool

becausethisquestiontotallyweighsmedown.

“AusiMaryI’mnothundredpercentsurehowSango

andIaregoingtogoaboutthat”shegivesmeago

aheadlookandIsighfirst“Hewantstoprepareher

aroomherebecauseinhisheadMampeandIto



movinginafterbirth”

“Andwhat’swrongwiththat?”

“AusiMarymyfatherwouldbehorrifiedtohearthat

imdoingvatensit”shelaughs,theycallit‘stay

together’whereIcomefromandit’snotagood

thingatall.PeopleinFree-Statewouldbelike‘Ke

utlwilebaretumiodulalemoshanyana’(Iheard

themsayTumiisstayingwithaguy)andbelieve

meit’snotagoodthingtobelabelledasa

cohabitee“AndIdon’twanttoinfuriatemyfamily

more,witheverythinggoingonIjustwantthingsto

calmdownfirstbeforeSangoandItakefurther

steps”

“IhearyouTumiandhopefullythingswillwork

themselvesout”Inodwithasigh

“CanIdisturbyouabitsisMary?”shefrowns“Iwas

wonderingifyoucouldletmetakeoverthekitchen

today,Ijustwanttocookthismanthankyoumeals”

shelaughs

“Boitumeloyoudon’tneedtoaskpermissiontouse

yourkitchen,thisisyourhousedearincaseit



hasn’tsubmergedinyou,I’mtheonewhoneeds

permissioninthishousenottheotherwayround”

“Youalsodon’tneednopermissionausiMarybut

thankyou”shesmiles

“SinceIwon’tbecookingandthehouseisnotthat

dirty,canIgetadayoff?”

“Fromme?”Iaskwithafrownandshelaughs

nodding

“Idon’tmindbutyourboss….”

“Justtellhimyougavemeadayoff,especiallythe

oneIalwayscleanafterthemost”shesaysalready

disappearingrunningoutofthekitchen.Iwonder

whoshe‘alwayscleanafterthemost’

Ipreparemybreakfastnicelyaloneinthekitchen,

Hamandswisscheeseomeletteisforeatsbut

becauseIknowSango’sgotappetitefordecadesI

alsotoastfewslicesofbreadandmakeafruit

saladjustincasehestillwantssomemore.Istart

mywakingupcalls,IwishIhadaspeakernowsoI



cancallbothofthemdownwithoutclimbingthis

annoyingstairs.

Khweziisalreadyup,apparentlyshewasjust

finishingtobathher‘daughter’,Ifurtherwalktoour

bedroomtofindSangobuthisnotthere.Icheckhis

studyandfindhimburiedinhislaptop,hesmilesat

mysightbythedoor

“Profbreakfastisready”helaughsshuttinghis

laptop

“Comehere”hepatshisthighpushinghischairto

makespaceforme.Iweighhimdownandwrapmy

armsaroundhisneckbrushingthebackofhishead

“Iloveyou”hesaysholdingmyfullwaistasI’m

seatedontopofhim

“AndIloveyoutoo”Icuphisfaceandpeckhis

nose“Let’sgoeatbeforeyourfoodgetscold”Isay

dragginghimoutofthedoorbutheshutthedoor

onmyfaceandpinmeagainstit

“Ngikulambelemama”(I’mhungryforyou)he

intentlystaredeepinmyeyeswithnothingbutlust

“You’vepunishedmeit’senoughZululami,Ican’t



keepthekingdownanylonger”Itrytountangle

myselffromhisstrongarmsbuthetakesmyhand

andputitontopofhisbulge.Igaspatthe

hugenessofthe‘king’sfist“Pleasemamakinyaka

Lesotholaka”(IwantmyLesotho)astupidgrin

voluntarilyplasteronmyfaceandIthinkhetakes

thatasayesasheturnsmeandpushmeagainst

thetablewitheyesthatsays‘WomanI’mgoingto

fu*kyou’

Heseatsmeonthetableandstandbetweenmy

legsashepullsmyneckwithhisarmcagingmeon

hisface,hebitesmylowerlipfirstthentakeitinhis

mouthsuckingitlikeapinpop“Ihavebeendyingto

suckeverypoutinyou”hisotherhandisonmy

beanpullingitnicely.Gosh!Thebeanhaslong

betrayedme,whyisthatpartsounfaithful?Ithink

thosewhowillmakeittoheavenshouldtellGodto

removeabeanfromawoman’sbody,thatpartisat

faultforlotofhardshipsinrelationships

Idon’tknowifit’sthekissorthepullingsqueezing

ofthebeanbutimsohotandsowet.Myowndevil

watershasdampedmypantyandI’mrunningout



ofpatience.Iwantitinbeforethatimagehaltsall

thisnonsense

“Babyekenye”(Putitin)Ithroughmyheadback

andspreadmylegsmoreputtingmysexouttohis

play

“Ngiyifake?”hisgroaningvoiceisonmyfreeneck,

heasksjustbelowmyearbitingit.Idon’tthinkI

wanttoplaylanguage‘Whosaysitbetterinwhich

language,‘ekenye’‘yifake’oneandasamething’.I

replyhimbyhookingpullinghisshortsdownwith

mytoes.Ithinkhegetsthemessagecozheslides

mypantyasideandIfeelhimslidingmythrobbing

clitwithhisheadmakingitmoreslipperyandtwitch

“shhhhhhhh”hehissagainstmyearslowlygently

pushinghislengthinmywetsex.Thisissonice,

Thixo!

“Ohhhhhhh”IreleaseanappreciationgroanasI

appreciatethefullnessanddeliciousnessofthe

lengthme

“Youokay”heasksinChineseeyesagainstmyface.

IfeelhiseverybreathonmyfaceandImovemy



waisttoreplyhim“Fu*k”hecursetakingmyoneleg

puttingitonhisshoulder“Thisoneisminebaby,I

won’tbelong”theexcitementinmeswallowsallmy

voicestoargueandhedoesasheplease.Hethrust

deeplywithhisotherhandvibratingmyclit,‘god

pleasedon’tremovebeansinfactdoublethem’I

thinktomyselfasI’mindulginginallthepleasure

ashestrokesmenicelydeep

“NgiyachamababyIcan’t…….Yaaaaaah!ahhhh!

Shit”hecriesinmyearandItightlygriphislength

inmebysuckingitwithmywallsandtakehiswarm

devilwatersasmineexplodeback

“Yessssssbaby”Ifeellikesayingaloud‘huuuuuu’

youknowthatsighofrelief.Islowlyopenmyeyes

tofindhimwithasmugonhisfacestaringatme

“Ngiyabonga”Iloveamanwhoappreciatemy

cookiesbathong!

“Yourwelcomemylove,cleanmeupbefore

Khwezi…….”AsifsheheardmeIhearhercalling

“BabakaKhwezi!!Mamamogirl!Myguy!”myguy?

MyguyisMthomoss,what’shedoinghere.Ithink



tomyselfasmymantakeshisvesttocleanbothof

us.Iwonderwhowashesthisvest,Ihopeit’snot

Mary

Mthoalreadybeatustothetable,hetookSango’s

chair.IsetthetableforthreebecauseIdidn’tthink

hishere.HeandKhweziarealreadyeating.Sango

looksathimdefeatedatpullanotherchair

“Mtho”that’smywayofgreetinghim,hisbrother

justgostraighttoeatwithoutgreetinghim

“You’reglowing,didyougetiton”heaskswitha

winkandInarrowmyeyesathim“Comeongirl,

spill”IhufftheformingexplosiveairinmeasIhear

Sangogiggling

“Yesgirl”KhweziaddsoblivioustowhatIreally

havetospill,mymanloudlylaughs

“Backoffyoutwo”Sangosavesmebutstill

laughing

“WhereisMary?”MthoasksSangowhoshrug



killinghisplate“Eish!Whoisgoingtodomybed

now,Ihateanunmadebed”Iguessheistheboss

Mary‘cleanafterthemost’

“Maybeyoushouldstayinyourownhouseand

stopabusingmyhelp”Sangothrowsashade

“ThathouseiscoldbafoI…..”aloudbangdisturbs

himandweallturntoseewhobangsthedooropen

like‘Vansbanibani’backinthe70’s.Tooursurprise

Marybudgesinbreathinghard,sheholdsherknees

tryingtocatchsomeair“Andthenwena?”Mthois

thefirstonetoquestion

“A,acar….”shebreaths“THEREISACAR

FOLLOWINGME”Shesayswhenshefinally

catchesherbreath,Sangofliestoherandmakeher

sitthenhegivesheraglassofwaterwhichshe

sendstraightdownherthroat

“Nowtellmewhathappened”heordersstandingin

frontofher

“Thereisablackdodgefollowingme,Ithink,Ithink

it’sthatpersonyoursisterwarnedmeabout.VulaI

haveafamilyIcan’t…”



“Whatperson?”SangoasksandMarytiltsherhead

tome

“Youhaven’ttoldhim?”sheasksandIclosemy

eyesrememberingtheshitIwassupposedtotell

him.Tobehonestanythingthathastodowith

LuthandoIjustthrowitatthebackofmyheadbut

ifindeedsomeoneisstalkingMaryitmeansshe

wasreallylookingoutforme.Butwhywouldshe

lookoutformewhenshemadeitclearshehates

myguts,Imeanthebitcheventhrewmedownthe

stairs.Whywouldshelookoutformenow?

“I’mlistening”Jesuswhyishesomad?Iforgot.

Iyoh!

“LuthandocalledsisMarylastweek,shewantedto

warnherofthedangercomingherwaybutshe

assuredsisMarythatshewon’tbehurtifshe

cooperateswithwhoeverisgoingtokidnaporask

herquestions.AllsheaskedsisMarywastosay

everythingsheknowsaboutyoubutnotmentiona

wordaboutmypregnancy”shiversonhisskintells

mehisnotpleased



“Whenthefu*kexactlywasthis”heasksonmy

face

“LastThursdayIthink”

“Mygirl,gofinishupinyourroomplease,mama

mogirlwilljoinyoujustnow”MthoordersKhwezi

whoimmediatelyrunsoffwithherfood“Didyouget

theplatenumberofthecar?”heasksMaryandshe

denieswithherhead

“Let’sgotoKubekamaybesecuritycamerasbythe

gatepickeditup”SangoinformsMthoandthey

bothwalkoutofthedoorleavingusinturmoil.
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MENDINGWALLS

SIHLE

Someoneoncesaidsomewallscanneverbe

restored,theysaidmendingofawallwillnever

restorethewalltowhatitoriginallywas.Sameof

relationships,somerelationshipsarebetteroff

crookedandbroken.Goingthroughemotionsjust

forthesakeofclosurewhichisgoingtotorment

one’ssoulevenmoreisn’tidealforme,Imakemy

ownclosuresthatsealsmyheartsoIcanhealand

moveon.AfterallIfindhappinessinmesomy

happinessiseverything

Wedrivingbackhome,backtoMpumalanga.Itisa

bittersweetmomentinsidethisvehicle,weshould

beecstaticthatwefinallygoingbacktoourroots,

ourhome,ourpridebutthesilenceissoheavyone

wouldswearthereisafuneralinthisfamily.Iguess

thisisthewrathofbeingaKhoza,weallhaveto



weighsomeone’sburdenallonus.Weareone

bloodafterallsothemendingofwallsisleftforthe

livingblood,whetheryouwerebornornotwhen

wallswerebrokenitdoesn’tmatter.

Thecarcomestoahaltatthefrontofamansionof

whatIoncecalledhome.Myuncleheavesaheavy

sighthrowinghisheadbackontheseat.Ididn’t

thinkhehasanyburdensleftherebutlookingatthe

distressonhisfaceIthinkheisalsoburdenedas

me.Heturnstomyauntandmeasweseatedat

back,I’mnolongerscaredofher.Ievensleptinthe

sameroomasher

“Isuggestwegetinandyoufreshenupthenwe

headstraighttothepalace”

“Orwecangotomorrow,it’salreadylate”Isuggest.

TrulyspeakingmyhistorywiththeDlomoscringes

me,IamnotreadytocomefacetofacewithVuvu

“No,myendisnear,wehavetodothistodayso

thattomorrowweridetotheBataungKingdom”end

isnearmyfootshelooksfreshtome.



“Bothofyoushouldbeatmysightatalltime,no

sleepingindifferentrooms,youwillbothsleepwith

meinthesameroom,understood?”myuncle

ordersandwenodtohisdemand.Idon’tblamehim,

afterwhatheheardabouthisnephewheistotallyin

aweandhisdeterminedtofixeverythingashisthe

lastremainingelderwehaveleft.

“BabNgema”myunclegreetstheoldmanthathas

beennothingbutaloyalservantforthistarnished

tornhouse,ifthereisonemanwhoknowstheins

andoutofthishouseitwouldhavetobehim.This

manIwasbornwithhimalreadystrollingaround

thefencesofthishouse.Hepopsheeyeslikehe

doesn’tbelievewhatstandsbeforehim,Idon’t

blamehimweallthoughtmyuncleandauntlong

died

“CanwecomeinBabNgema?”myuncleasksagain

asheseetheoldmanislostinhispullofwonders

“Yebo,Yebo”hestepsasidestilllookingghosted

“WelcomebackKhozaomkhulu”myuncle

acknowledgeshimwithanodandenterthedevil

house.WefollowhiminandIholdhishandtightas



everybittercruelmomentflashesmymind.This

wasonceprisonformeandVuvuwasmyfreedom

backthen,sometimesIwonderhowmyfuturewith

himwouldhavebeenlikebutI’msureitwouldhave

beennothingbutamazing.Theguywasmyprince

charming,wehadsomethingsweetandsolidata

veryyoungageandI’mgladthatthrougheverything

Iwentthrough,Iexperiencedreallovewithhim.His

usedtocallmehischubbyHlehle,andheloved

everybitofmychubbiness.MaybeIshouldfightfor

himgenuinelywithnoulteriormotivesafter

everythingissettled,Ithinkhestillhassomething

formeotherwisehewouldn’thavegivenmesuch

amounttostartmylifeafresh.

“Nooneisevergoingtohurtyou”myuncleassures

lookinginmyeyes,hethinksIfrozebecauseofthe

hauntedmemoriesofthishousebutIwasjust

thinkingaboutmy‘Whatcouldhavebeen’.Lordhelp

mefindmywaytohimgenuinelythistime,that

‘stocksweets’willhavetobraceherself,I’mnot

givingmyfirstreallovejustlikethat,heisgoingto

bemy‘tomorrow’Iswearonmyso…brother,



brother’slife.Helooksaroundtakinginthehouse

buthiseyeshaltsatthesightofsisLubythestairs.

Ithinksheisshockedtoseemyuncleandaunt,she

onlysawthemonfamilyalbumsthatarestoredin

thebasement

“SisLu”Iscurrytoherandembraceherinawarm

hug.ThiswomanistheclosestthingIhavetoa

mother“Howhaveyoubeenholdingup”sheisstill

hookedtothetwobehindme“SisLu”Iwavemy

handoverherfaceandshesnapsoutofit

“Si….sihle”shestuttersabit“IsthatwhoIthinkit

is?”sheaskinawhisperbutunfortunatelyhervoice

isaudibleenoughforeveryonetohear.Myuncle

laughlightlywalkingtowardsus

“YoumustbethelovelyMaDlomo,I’mLungisa

Khozayourhusband’suncleandoverthereismy

sisterNompumeleloKhoza”heshakesherhand

“You’reverybeautifulMaDlomojustlikeyouraunt”

hesayslookingather

“Myaunt?”sheasks



“ThemagnificentThembelaDlomo”waitup,what’s

thatsmileonhisface?

“Howdoyouknowher?”sisLuasksagain

“It’sastoryforanotherdaybutrightnowIwould

liketoapologisetoyou”

“Forwhat?”sheasksinhuskyvoice

“Fornotmendingwallsintimeandyouhadtofeel

thewrathofangryfallenkings”IthinksisLuislost,

sheisjuststaringathim“Iwouldlikeforyouto

comewithustoyourhome,Icannotexplainbutfor

yourfreedomandpeacepleasecomewithus”she

looksatmeandInod“Thistwowouldliketo

freshenup,whateverthatmeans”hesmileslike

someoneIknow“Pleaseofferthemaroomtodo

so”herequeststillsmiling.Myunclesmilemaan…..

Hehascertaintraitsthatarequitefamiliar,Ijust

can’tpinpointexactlywho

“MyapologiesMr.Khoza,youmustbetiredand…..

CanIofferyousomethingtodrink?”sheasksand

myunclelaughs

“Nomybabyallweneedisoneroomforanight”



“Onenight”sheasks

“Comewithuseverythingwillbeexplained”my

uncleinsist“Whereisyourhusband?”heasks

“InJohannesburgMr.Khoza”myunclelaughs

“PleasecallmeBabLungisa……”theauntweall

forgotishereinterrupts

“Whatishedoingthere?”AuntyMpumeasks,I

almostforgotshe’swithusthewayshe’sbeen

quite.SisLuswallowspitdownherthroatandI

knowwhateverheisdoingthereisnotgoodatall

“Bhutiwehavetogonowbeforethatboyinfuriate

KingMotaunganyfurther”whoinGod’snameis

thisKingMotaung?YouwouldswearhisGod,the

waymyauntissoafraidofhim

“Let’sgo”myunclesayalreadyheadingforthedoor.

Somuchforfresheningup.

OnethingabouttheDlomo’sisthattheyarevery

humble,whenyoudemandtoseethekingyousee

himsametimeifhisnotbusy,thereisno



unnecessarydramaofgoingthroughthecouncil

firstwhowillthendecideifyourmatterrequiresthe

king’sattention.Sohereweareintheloungeofthe

palacewaitingforKingZwelithini,Ithinkcoming

withsisLualsoaidedusbecauseshewalkedus

straighttothepalaceinsteadofthehallusedfor

meetingswiththeking

Myauntissweatingriversonherskin,Ithinkshe

agedmorejustbycomingherebutithelpstohave

asolidbrotherlikemyuncle,hisrightbyherside.

Hisholdingherhandtightlyaswesitwaiting.

Ithoughtthiswasasurprisemorelikeanambush

fromusbutlookslikethewholeclanknewabout

ourvisit.Alltheangrydispleasedfacesofevery

ancientDlomofossilsishere.Jesusevenmyfuture

motherinlaw,whyisshetheonlyonehere,where

aretheotherwives?Thisonelikesrubbing‘the

Queen’statuseveryminutethoughherhusband

longdied.Letmeservehermywarmsmilesheis

goingtobemymotherinlawsoon.Theyalltake

sitsinsilencestaringdeeplyatus,moreespecially

myuncle



“Khozawhatthehellareyoudoinghere”that’sthe

firstthingkingZwesay,hedidn’tevengreetus

“Zwelithini”myuncleacknowledgeshimbutwait,

isn’thesupposedtobeobedientandallthatkak,

whyishetalkingtothemliketheyareacquainted

withoneanother

“Whatthefu*kdoyouwant”UnlceKayasksbuthe

receivesilencefrommyuncle.Theybothfallintoa

staringcontest,Ithinktheyarethesameagethis

twohencethedisrespect“Dousafavour,takeyour

sorryassandgetthehelloutofhere,you’renot

goingtoseeourson.HeisaDlomo”Whatson

manje?I’mlostsoissisLubuteveryoneinhere

seemtobewellacquaintedwithwhateverisbeing

said

“Kubekastillarrogantasshit”myunclechuckles

pissed“WeallknowheisaKhozabutthat’snot

whyI’mhere,Ibroughtmysisterhere”theyalllook

atmyauntwhoisburrowingthepoorfloorwithher

heavystare“ThisisNompumeleloKhoza,my……”



KingZwecoughsroughlyalmostchoking

“Ourfallengreatkings'translator”Gumede

commentscomingintheroomtakingallthe

attention.Myriversalsoshootinstantly,thismanis

whatIcallarealseer,heseesrightthroughsouls

“Whatdoyoumean?Isthiswhyyousummonedus

here”thearrogantuncleasks

“YesKubeka,Isawthatwegoingtoreceivevisitors

thatneedsallofustoday”hekneelsbeforemyaunt

staringather

“Thenwhydidwehavetohidethismeetingtothe

boys”UncleKayasksagain

“Wecan’thavehimandMthointhesameroom

untilheknowsallthetruthheissupposedtoknow”

hesayslookingatmyuncle.Ihopewhatevershit

histalkingaboutwon’tharmmyuncleinanyway.

ThismanismypeacehiswhatIcallaparent.

“HowareyouMaKhoza?”Gumedeasksstill

kneelingbeforemyauntandlookingrightatthe



coreofhereyes“Iseeyouhaven’ttoldyourbrother

thewholetruthandunfortunatelywecan’tgoasyet

thefallenkingswon’treleaseyouuntilyoucome

cleanwitheverything”whatthehellisthisman

talkingabout“Wehavetostartmendingwallshere

beforewegoanyfurther,KingMotaungisavery

pridefulking,hedoesn’ttakeanyburdeninhisland

andifwegoingtoseekforhisforgivenesswehave

toappeasehimineverywaypossible”myaunt

nodsandexhalesdeeply.Gumedetightlysqueeze

himselfbetweenmyauntandunclesittingbetween

them“telleveryoneinherewhattheyneedtoknow

herefirst”heorders

“IfthiswasgoingtobeaKhozareunionitshould

havebeenheld……”

“Kubeka”KingZwereprimandhimbeforeheeven

finishes“Goahead”hesayslookingatmyauntwho

sighsagainfirst

“KingZwemygrandmotherandIkilledyoursister

ThembelaDlomo”thehell!Theroomfallsintodead

silence,killasinkillkillthemurderkill?IthinkI

needthatclarifiedbutIwon’task,theemotions



roamingaroundthisroomanswersme.Ithinkno

onewaspreparedforallthis

“Thembelahadanaccident”thekingsaywitha

voiceIcan’trecognise,Idon’tknowwhetherit’s

shockorpainbuthisdeeplyhurtandIthinkheis

tryingtoremindhimselfofhowhesisterdied

accordingtohim.

“GogKhozaandImutilatedherhearttogetherwith

thebabyshewascarryingthenwethrewherempty

bodyinthecarandburneditoverthetreetomakeit

looklikeshehitthetreeandthecarburned”Jesus!

Whyisthiswomansayingthissoeasy,sheisnot

evenpainedwhennarratingthisgruesomeact.The

arrogantuncleandmyunclearebothintears,yes

thisisbadbutI’msorryIwon’tcryforsomeoneI

don’tknow.Butwaitwhyismyunclecrying?

“Continue”Gumedeordersasheseeseveryoneis

shocked

“Wetookherheartandburieditinourhome,Gog

Khozapromisedthatwewillforeverrulethis

kingdomandberichsosheneededaheartto



strengthenouryardandfindingoutshewas

pregnantwasalsoablessingbecausewealso

acquiredapuresoulwhichweusedaswepleased”

“Youkilledmychild?”myuncleaskswithtears

fallingdownhischeeks“Youkilledtheloveofmy

life?”fuck!Nowitmakessense,sheoncesaidshe

hurtmyunclethemostfromallhersiblings

“Why?”unclekayalsoasksjustcrying

“Whatweinitiallywantedwastheseedsbutsince

thatfailedweresortedtoroyalsacrificewhichwas

Thembela”

“Justsoyoucanberich?”unclekayasks

“Andrule,GogKhozawassurethatafterthe

sacrificetheDlomoswouldbedethronedandwe

wouldrule”Iknowwhatsheistalkingabout.My

brotheralsosacrificedmeforwealth,wellhesold

me.

“GumedeyoudoknowI’mgoingtokillthisthing

right”thekingsayandGumedelaughs.Whyishe

laughing?



“Herpunishmentawaitsherdon’teventrytotaint

yourroyalhandswithhercursedblood”helooksat

myaunt“Continue”whatthehellisthereto

continue.ShealreadyconfessedtobeingSatan’s

agentwhatmorecanshesay.

“BhutiLuyouhaveadaughter”shesaystwisting

herknuckle.Myunclelaughswipinghistears

“Ithoughtyoukilledherwiththatevilgrandmother

ofyours”

“Notthatone,theotherone,shemustbe28years

whereversheis”myunclefrownslookingather

“FirstlyIwouldliketoapologiseforwhatIdidto

youmybrother,Iwasengulfedbygogo’switchcraft,

sheusedmeasshepleasedandIdidallsheasked.

AfterThembeladied,Iranbecausegogo’s

superstitionsnevercametrue.Iwasscaredofwhat

wedidbutlittledidIknowthatgogowouldfindme

nomatterwhereIam.Afteryearsofbeingaway

gogocametomewithonelastdemand,shetold

meyouleftyoursonwiththeDlomosafter



Thembela’sdeathandshecouldn’tusetheson

becausehewasrecognisedasaDlomoashewas

neverintroducedtoourancestors

Shesaidsheneededyourbreedsinceyouwerethe

lastpureKhozaleftsowepaidthatpoorsotho

maidgirlthatyouandThembelausedtofight

about”shechuckles“theoneshealwaysassumed

youhadacrushon”

“LeratoMokwena”myuncleaskspainedandmy

auntnods

“Wegaveherlovepotiontoputinyourfoodand

gogoalsousedsomespellforyoutobedrawnto

hersoshecanfallpregnantandwecansacrifice

anotherchildofyoursbutthegirlnevergot

pregnant,sheassuredusthatshegaveallherself

toyoueverynightbutnothing.Thedaythegirl

finallycametouswithgoodnews,gogowasso

excitedsheevenconfirmedshewascarryingagirl

butgogo’sexcitementwasshortlived,gogodied

thesamedayandIwasleftwithahugemess”she

looksupcontaininghercries“Ithinkeverything

diedwithgogobecauseeventhespellsheputon



youstoppedworking,youlookedatLeratolikejust

amaidthefollowingdayandneverevenpaid

attentiontoheratall,andthenourbrotherdiedand

Khozatookeverythingfromyouthenyouleftand

nevercameback”

WellnowIcansafelysaythisthingrunsinmy

blood,thisiswhatIcallcrueltyatit’speak.
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LordknowsIhaven’tbeenthisthoroughlyserviced

inalongtime,Ifeelwarmandbubblytodayandthis

isallbecauseofthepowerofgoodlength.Myheart

rainedmesmoothlygentleallnightlongthe

previousnightandjustthinkingabouthimagainI

feellikesqueezingmylegstogether.Lordplease

helpmenotfallintotemptationofmasturbatingin

myoffice,letmecallhimandtellhimImissmy

kingmaybehemightstealmefromthisofficeand

havehiswaywithme

‘Myheaven’hepicksupinajollymoodasIam

‘Imissmyking’Ishootmyarrowsstraightand

receivealoudlaughterthatalwayssoothesme

‘Whereareyou?’heaskstryingtocontainhis

laughter

‘Inmyoffice’

‘Good,enjoyyourgiftandasforthekingyouwill

gethimifyoucomebackhometonight’Thixo!This

sonofyoursistryingtoblackmailmeinmovingin

withhim.LuluagreedtolookafterKhweziwhenI’m



atworkandBoyfinallydecidedtocomebackhome

whenwetoldhimthereissomeonehewillplaywith.

IknowImadeahastydecisionasLuluisstarting

hernewjobnextweeksomystubbornnesswillonly

lastforaweek,nextweekwhetherIlikeitornot

khwezihavetogobacktoherfathers’wherethere

isMarytobabysit.Ihopeshewon’tcryformeto

moveinwithheragainbutIstillthinkSangohad

everythingtodowithKhwezi’stantrumofme

movingin

“CanIcomein?”heasksalreadyinside.Itmustbe

nicebeingabossyazi,youdoasyoupleasenje

“Sure”Iquicklyremovemylegsfromthetableand

fixthistightskirt.Ifeelfatineverythinglately.

“Ithoughtwecouldeatwhilewediscuss

something”heinformsputtingsteerspaperbagon

thetableandtakingaseat.Ayawalksinwithtwo

platesandtwoglassesandputitonthetablethen

immediatelyrunout“Shetoldmeyoulovethis”I

justnodwithoneofmycheekhurtersmile,theoneI



alwaysdishwhenfakingniceness.Heputsone

burgerontheplateandpourmeaglassofjuice.I

knowItoldmyselfthatIwillignorehisobvious

crushandkeepthingsstrictlyprofessionalbutGod

knowsIcannotsaynotosteersmealinthis

situation

“Thankyou”Isaywhenheputthefoodinfrontof

meandIimmediatelykilltheplate“Whatdidyou

wanttotalkabout?”Iaskwithamouthfulandhe

laughs

“Pleaseslowdownnooneisgoingtoeatyourfood”

helaughsagainshakinghishead“Thereisa

developmentinDurbanthatyouandIhaveto

overseebeforeyougoonmaternityleave”thehell

“Whatdevelopment?”Iaskwithafrownthatangers

mesomuchIfeellikeI’mnoteatingatall

“Oneofourprojectsdownthereisnotdoingwellat

allandwehavetoaddresstheboardofour

contingencyplansincethe….”IcuthimcozI

alreadyknowwhatthismeans



“Whydon’tyoutakeMr.Lehoko?”

“Herefused,hesaidhiscurrentprojectisstillin

planningstageandwebothknowhecan’tleave”

Lordwhymeyeee!FaraGod!Comeonmydayone

nigger,youneverlovedmeyaziwenaMdisco.

“Whenandhowlongwillwebethere?”

“Anytimeyoufeelfree,thethingisthatIwantit

donebeforeyougowelcomeourgirl”hecringesa

littlewhenitregisterswhathesaid,hedidn’tmean

tosay‘our’butsometimeshejustgetslostinher

bracethatheforgetsthisishisprojectmanager,

nothiscrush.Herealisethefrownonherface

whichhefindsfunnybutthisisnotimetolaugh“I

meanyourgirl”sherelaxesabitbutstillnotas

bubblyaswhenheputthatburgerinfrontofher

“Sendmethenotesandeverythingonit,Iwilllet

youknowonceIhavefiguredourcontingencyplan”

fu*kshejustswitchedtothenononsense

Boitumelothatintimidatestheshitoutofeveryone

inthisbuilding.Atfirsthethoughtitwasjustmen

havingtodealwiththeirtestosteronesthatrefused



tobeheadedbyafemalebossbuthelaterrealised

eventhefemalesinthisbuildingfindsher

intimidatingashell.Butwhowouldn’tsheexcelsin

everythingandweallknowus‘Bom’nyamane'we

hateperfection,wecelebrateinpeople’sfailuresnot

success.

“Sureletmeleaveyoutorelaxingyourfeetthen”

shesmilesthatcaptivatingbeautifulsmileofhers.

Hestillaskshimselfeverydayhowonecanbeso

beautifuleffortlesslyeveninhergrowingtummy

sheisasbeautifulastheycome.Justashestands

upadeliveryguywalksinasthedoorwaswide

open

“Mrs.Dlomo?”theguyasksandboitumeloblushes

nodding.Howhewishshecouldcarryhissurname

instead.Mrs.Thulosoundsbetterandmore

appropriate.Shesignsandpophereyeswhentwo

guyswalkinthroughherdoorcarryingalarge

officecouch.Shithecurseinwardlywhenhethinks

hecouldhaveboughtitforherwhenhegaveher

thisoffice“Andhere”theguysaytakingoutafoot



massagerinalargeboxasthetwoguysunwrapthe

flippingexpensiveEL.Hailsleathercouch“Iwas

toldtosetitupandmakesureitmassagesyour

‘elephantfeetperfectly’”theguysaysquoting

whoeversentallthiswhichisalreadyobviousinhis

head.Theguyhelpsheroffherheelswhichhe

wonderhowshestillweartheminherstate,heputs

herfeetinsidethebubblewaterfootmassagerand

boitumelomoansthrowingherheadback,shitthat

justwarmedhisothermemberandthoselegsof

hersarenotasightmancanlookatthewholeday

withoutfeelinganything

“Excuseme”hesayalreadyheadingforthedoor

andheturnstolookatheronelasttimebutsheis

notevenpayingattentiontohim.Sheisdefinitely

enjoyingherfootmassage

“Andfinallyhere”thedeliveryguygivesmeapaper

bagofsteersburgerandI’mgoingtomurderit

again,thatoneburgerwasjuststarters

“I’mlovedaren’tI?”helaughsmycrazinessand



collectstheplasticwrapsfromthecouch

“Haveagreatdaymamandenjoy”Inodsmiling

andtakeinallthispleasure.Igiveittomy

ancestor’sshame,Imusthavedonesomething

rightforthemtogivemesuchaprincecharming.

Letmetexthim.

*MampeandIarebeingpamperedduringoffice

hoursandit’sallthankstoDaddy.Iloveyoumy

bunnyandthankyouforallthis.Andoh!Dotellthe

kingI’mgivinghimCaptainMorganstyletonight

xxx*itdoesn’ttakelongforhimtoreply

*I’minameetingwoman*Ilaughhistantrumoff,he

mustbefrustratedashell

IhatethisshitofhavingAbongilewithme

everywhereIgobutIunderstandSangoistryingto

lookoutformeespeciallyafterthewholeMary’s

stalkerincident,andhavingacartakemeanywhere

willhelpmesavealotforthatcarsinceLuluandI

arenolongergoingintobusiness.Bitchtotally

dismissedouridea,herbrothercamethroughfor



herandsheisstartinghernewjobnextweek

“ThankyouAbongile”Isaydepartingthecarand

makingmywaytomyflatwhereI’mwelcomedmy

KhweziandBoy’sloudscreams.Sheseesmefirst

andrunstomejumpingonhersister

“Imissedyoumamamogirl”shesaystryingtowrap

herlegsaroundmytummybutshestrugglesdoing

so

“Imissedyoutooangel”Iputherdownandtryto

pickBoybuthefrownssteppingback.Jesusthis

boythinkshisaman

“WhatdidyoudowithAuntyLulu?”Iaskkickingmy

heelsandthrowingmyheavilypregnantselfonthe

couch

“Cleaning….”That’spurelie,Khweziandcleaning

“Wenacleaning?”Iinterruptsurprised

“Yesmamamogirl,hau!”Idon’tbelieveallthis

“AuntyLuluekereIcleaned”shescreamsandLulu

justlaughs.Iforgiveherformurderingmylanguage

sheisherfather’sdaughterafterall“Andthenwe



wentoutforicecreamandIsawMalumeKhoza,he

calledmeandaskedweplaya…..”Iinterjectas

malumeKhozaregisters

“MalumeKhoza?”shenods“GogoLuthando’s

husband”shenodsagain.OhShit!Iquicklyputher

downandreachformybag.I’minpanicmodeasI

dialSangobutitsendsmestraighttovoicemail.I

dialMthoanditringsunanswered,LordwhatamI

goingtodo?

“Lulu”Iscreamandshecomesrunning

“Keng?”(What’swrong?)Sheaskswithpopped

eyesexpectingtheworst

“BabygohelpBoypackhisovernightbag,weareall

goingtosleepwithBaba”IinstructKhweziandshe

runsoff“Lulupleasepackyourovernightbag,we

areindanger”I’mtryingsohardnottopanicbutI

don’tappreciatereceivinglaughterformycalmness

“What’sfunny?”Iasknotpleasedandshelaughs

more

“Yourpregnancyisnotdoingjusticetoyou



girlfriend,Danger?”shelaughs“Whatdanger?”she

dismissmesittingonthecouch.Iignoreherand

takemyphonediallingAbongile,heanswersonthe

firstring

‘MaDlomo’Dlomomyfoot,Nxa!Ihatethatsurname

sobad,eversinceVulamasangoDlomomylifehas

beennothingbutinsane

‘PleasecomebackAbongile,I’msorryfortroubling

you’Ineedhimtotakeusthehelloutofhere

‘Eish!It’sgoingtotakeabitofawhile’

‘Why?’Iaskwithunintendedraisedvoice

‘IwasatthegaragefillingupthecarthenIwentin

thestoretobuysomethingtodrinkbutIcameback

toslashedtires,allofthem.I’mhavingthemfixed

aswespeak’OhmyGod!IstarttoshakeandLulu

notices,nowshefrownscomingbeforeme

‘PleasecallNdunatocomegetus’Iask

‘HedroveVulaandMthototheirmeetingin

Middleburg’thehelltheyaredoingsofar.Iquickly

dropthecallbecausehisnotgoingtohelp



“Lululockthedoorplease”shelooksatmefora

secondbutquicklyruntothedoorlocking

“Boitumelo”nowsheismyseriousfriendandI

knowshewantstoknowwhatisgoingon

“RememberSango’sevilsisterItoldyouabout?”

shenods“Khwezijusttoldmeshesawherhusband

outside”

“What?”Sheaskswithpoppedeyes

“YesandnowIcan’tgetholdofSangoandMtho,

andAbongilecan’tcomenowtofetchus”she

standsupquicklyandpushthelargecouchoverthe

door.IfitwasanyotherdayIwouldlaughather

panicmoderightnow

“Whatarewegoingtodo?”sheasksnowrunningin

allroomsclosingthecurtains.Thathamyvigilant

JamesBondgirlfriend

“Idon’tknowLulu”Ireallydon’tknow“Let’scallthe

police”Isuggestbutshegivesmetheareyou

stupidlook“What?”Iask



“Mxm!Let’scallabutiTj”Ithinkmysuggestionwas

waybetterthathers

“Hisnothere,hedroveDinnybackhomeinTaung

forhermater…..”justaswearguingaknockcomes

throughthedoorandwebothjump,JesusI’m

startingtofeelhot.Webothlookateachotherand

thepersistentknockatthedoor.Theknockstops

butthelockmoves.Ihavealwaysbeenacoward

andIusemycowardiceskillsthatalwayspulledme

throughfrombeingwhippedinafterschoolfights

“HELPPPP”Iscreamontopofmylungsbutthe

doorquicklyfliesopenandinwalksthreemen

wearingblack.Theotheronequicklystridestome

andputasharpknifeonmytummyandIseize

immediately

“Shutthefuckup”Iwetmyselfimmediatelyand

nodwithtearsflowingdownmyface,theotherone

isjuststandinginfrontofLuluwithalookthatsay

bitchdon’tdareme“Whereisthelittlegirl?”the

baboonbeforemeasksandIfrowninconfusion.

HepushestheknifeharderandIfeelasharppain

immediately,IpointhiminaroomwhereKhwezi



andBoyarepackingasItrytocontainthesharp

paindevelopingfrommyback.Hepushesmeon

thefloorandIseebloodfrommystabbedtummy,

theotheryoungeronefollowshimtotheroom

ImakeaminiprayertomyLordandaskmybabyto

holdonabit“Mommyisnotgoingtoletanyone

takeyousisteraway,pleaseholdonmybaby”the

monsterinfrontofLululaughswhenhehearsme

“Don’ttryanythingstupidlittleMissy”We’llsee

about‘littleMissy’butnooneistakingmydaughter

withoutafight.Iquicklyjumpathisbacktryingto

stranglehimbutheoverpowersmeandtrytopin

mebackonthecouch,Lulucomesbehindhimwith

mymatricprovincialawardandhithimhardonthe

head.HeturnsabitdizzybacktoLulubutshehits

himagainnowatthefront,hefallsimmediatelyand

Iquicklyreachformyphonetryingtocallthepolice

butthetwomenwalkbackwithKhweziinanother

one’sarms

“Whatthefuckbitches?”theyoungeroneruntothe



oneonthefloorandItakethebloodiedawardand

smashhisheadalso,heturnsbutIdon’twaitfor

himtoreact,IhithimrepeatedlyuntilLuluscreams

“BOITUMELO!”onlythenIraisemyheadtofindthe

manwithaknifepointingitsharplyatKhwezi’s

waist

“Mamamogirl,ithurts”shecriestryingtountangle

herself,Iruntothemburreceiveahardslapthat

sendsmebacktothefloor,Ihearabuzzsoundin

myearsandseeministarscirclingbeforemyeyes

“TUMI”Lulurunstomyaidcrying,themanalso

slapsherthrowinghertothewall,hekicksme

repeatedlyonmytummyyelling‘bitchyoukilledmy

brothers’,everythingisstartingtofeelbuzzyinmy

head,allIhearisLuluandKhwezi’scriesasmy

eyesfallsintodeepheavilypainfulsleep
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MENDINGWALLSCONTINUES

InthedeepsecludedvillagecalledTaung,two

dodgebigvehiclesstandsbeforeabighouse

occupiedbythechiefoftheplaceintheearly

morning.MmeSeipati,thechief’swifestops

sweepingtheyardandputherhandsonherwaist

inawe.Shestudiesclearlyasalltheindividual

stepsdownthecarandjustbythesoundofloud

maskandisongplayingfromthetwocars,she

alreadyknowsthisareZulupeople.WhatinTaung

landwouldZulusbedoinghere?Shethinksto



herselfassherunsbacktothehousetowakeher

husbandandherbrotherinlawwhoarrivedhere

lastnightwithhissonandDinnywhoishereforher

maternityleave

“NtateMorena”sheshakesherhusbandroughly,

theoldmanisindeepsleephedoesn’tappreciate

beingwokenupsoearlyinthemorningespecially

afterLetlotlo,Dinny’snewborngirlcriedthewhole

night

“Mohatsakaekabakenghosenghakana”(Mywife

whatcoulditpossiblybesoearlyinthemorning)he

asksgroaningfromdeepsleep

“Mazuluatletsejareteyaronamonnawaka”(The

Zulusarealloverouryardmyhusband)sheisan

exaggerativepersonbynaturebuttodayher

husbandbelieveheratfirstattempt,hekicksthe

blanketsandjumpheadingtothewindowand

indeedheseesthebloodyZulusbyhisgate.He

hatesthisfamilymorethatthewordhate.

“Baitseng”(Whatdidtheysay?)hefinallyturnsto



hiswifewhoisalreadymakingthebed

“Joontatehakeaemelalepuo,eitsehakeutlwa

pinatsaShakaZulukabaleha”(Ididn’tevenwait

forthemtosayawordmyhusband,theminuteI

heardShakaZulu’ssongIran)

“Nxa!”thechiefcursesheavilytakinghisgownto

wakehisbrotherup.Inhismindhethinkstheyare

heretoaskforhisdaughter’shandinmarriageand

theywillseethatthedaysnakesstartwalking.No

daughterofhisisgoingtobemarriedtothefamily

thatcausedhimhisparents

“Tau,Tau”herepeatedlyhitshisyoungerbrother

whoisindeepsleep“TAU”hescreamsandNtate

Taujumpswakingup

“Andthen”helooksathisbrotherstandingoverhis

bed“YouseewhyIhateithere,whyamIbeing

wokenuplikeaheardboy?”NtateTaucomplains

“Wehaveenemiesbythegate,comelook”hesays

alreadystandingbythewindowbutthistimehe

opensthewindowandthecurtainwideenoughfor



themtosee.Hisgateisstilllockedandheintends

onkeepingtheircruelassestheretillthesun

emergesfrombelow.NtateTaupophiseyeswhen

hestandsnexttohisbrotherandhiseyeslandson

theverysamepeopleresponsibleforhisbrother’s

notstablehealthlately

“HabatlonyalangwanakaTau”hisbrotherinforms

himnotlookingathimbutmaintainingastaring

contestwiththeoneandonly‘NywelinyiniNyomo’.

NtateTauisconfused,hespokewithVulamasango

andheaskedhimnicelytowaitaminutesothey

solvethisseedissuebeforehegiveshimthego

aheadtomarryhisdaughter,butwhatwashe

thinkingtheboyisZuluandstubbornastheycome.

“Ithinkweshouldgoandhearwhattheyarehere

for”NtateTausuggestinhiscalmnature

“No,kebatlabanyekeletsatsibakgutleekamosidi

wadiheleng”(No,Iwantthemtoshitduesunheat

andreturnbacklookinglikeashesfromhell)Ntate

Tausighsbecauseheknowshewillneverwinwith

thisone,heleaveshimstandingbythewindow

staringdeeplyatthepeoplebythegate.Hegoesto



wakeTjupashethinkshemightmaybehavean

ideaofwhathissister’sboyfriendfamilydoinghere.

HefindshissonsleepingwiththenewLetlotloon

hischest.Thisboyisspecial,hehelpedhimraise

hissisterandeversincethat,hissoncantakeeven

strangerschildreninhishouse,hedoesn’twantto

seeanychildsuffering.

“Tj,Tj”thisoneisadeepsleeperlikehimsohehas

tobeabitlauderbuthisafraidofwakingupthehis

rosethatkeptthemawaketheentirenight“Tau”he

screamsoverhisearandholdthechildontopof

himsoshecannotfallwhenhemoves

“HaimaanPapakeng?”(Whatisitfather?)Heasks

yawning

“WhereisDineo?”NtateTauasks

“Inherroom”NtateTaunodstakinghislittlesister’s

beautifulbabyinhisarms,hefindsDinnystill

asleepsohejustputsLetlotlonexttoherbefore

kissingbothofthemontheforeheadandwalking

backtohisson



“Sunfloweroyanyalwa”(Sunflowerisgetting

married)Tjlooksathisfatherconfused,hisnot

surewhetherhisaskingortellinghim“Keabotsa”

(I’masking)hisfatherclarifieswhenheseesthe

confusiononhisface

“Notnow,shetoldmeshewantedthingstocalm

downbetweenthefamiliesbeforetheytakefurther

steps”herepliesnotsurewhetherhisansweris

enough

“Thenwhataretheydoinghere?”NtateTauasks

himselfdistressed

“Whopapa”heasks

“Comesee”hequicklytakeshisgownfollowinghis

fatheroutwhoheadsstraighttothemaindoorthat

itwideopensoearlyinthemorning.Theyfindhis

grandfatheroutsideeatinganapplewithaknife

staringatpeoplebythegate,whenhelooksclosely

herealisesitsVula’sfamily

“Whataretheydoinghere?”heaskshisconfused

fatherwhoaskedhimthesamequestionfew



minutesago

“Banyele,banahanabatlonyalangwanawaka”

(Theyareshittingthemselvesiftheythinktheyare

goingtomarrymydaughter)hisgrandfatherreplies

murderingthepoorapple

“Maybeweshouldhearwhattheyhavetosay,I

don’tthinktheyarehereforthat”NtateTausuggest

buthisbrothershootshimalook.Sigh!Thisis

goingtobealongday,hethinkstohimselflooking

athisbrotherwhoisverymuchenjoyingavenging

hisparents

“Tsamohlapangretsebehojadijotsahoseng”(Go

freshenupsowecaneatourbreakfast)heinstruct

thetwoandgivebothofthemhisnononsenselook

It’sbeensevenhoursofnothingbutnormaldaily

routinefortheMotaungswhileastheDlomosare

burningoutsidethegate,thispeopleatetheir

breakfastwiththembythegateandnowit’s13:00

andbythelookatsmelllunchisgoingtobeserved

anytimesoon.OfallpeoplehereuncleKubekais



themostfrustrated,heandhungerarenotmatesat

all.

“GumedeIcan’tdiewithoutseeingmyfirstson”he

turnstoGumedewhohasbeenonandoffever

sincelandinghere“I’mthirsty,I’mhungry,I’mangry,

I’m….”hisbrothercutshim

“CanyoubepatientforonceKubeka,wefucken

wrongedthispeopleandweareattheirmercyhere”

UncleZwereprimandshim

“Notus,her”heargueslookingatNompumelelo

whoissatdownflatonthefloor

“Buttheydon’tknowthat”

“Thentheyshouldopenthisdamngatesowelet

themknow”hisbrothergiveshimadefeatedlook

beforeheturnstoGumedewhojustburpedloudly

groaning

“Weneedacowandtwogoats”Gumedeinforms

themaftercontaininghisepisode“Thegoatsarefor

theparent’ssoulsandthecowisforthegreatKing

Motaung,wehavetoappeasehimfirst”



“AndwhereinGod’snamearewegoingtogetall

that”Kubekaasksbuteveryoneignoreshim

“Mbumbulo,Nkonyamagofindacowandtwo

goatsnow”uncleZweordersthetworoyalguards

givingthemtheothercarkeysandhiscard

Afteranotherfulltwohourswhichnowmakesthe

timetobe15:00withthemstillburningunderthe

hotFree-Statesunthetwoguardsreturnwithamini

truckfollowingthem,onlythenwhenchiefMotaung

realisethegoatsandcowhestarteasingup.Nowit

makessensewhattheyareherefor.

“Tjgogetthespearinthehutandgiveitto

Nywelinyini”hisbrotherandhissonlookathim

confused“Theyareheretomendwalls”heinforms

“Andhowdoyouknowthat?”Tjasksbutreceivehis

grandfather’sbullinglook.Hesighsgoingtothehut

todoasinstructed.Whenhereachthegatehe

doesn’tknowwhethertogreetornot,hewasjust

toldtogiveNyeliwhatwhataspearandhedoesn’t

knowwhoheisfromallthispeople.Gumedereads



hisconfusionandchucklesforthefirsttime,he

pushesZwelithiniforwardwhoisreluctanttogoto

suchabeautifulboywithaspear,itshouldbe

illegalforamanwithballstobethisgoodlooking.

Theboynicelyhandshimthespearandnodgoing

backtothehouse.

MmeSeipaticomesandgivethemthreehuge

basinsandalsoreturns,theyallturntoGumede

“Wehavetoslaughterthisanimalshereusingthat

spearandseparatethebloodpouringthemin

differentbasins,thentheywilldirectustotheir

graveyardwherewehavetoappeasethosethat

werewronged”tobehonestunclezwejustwant

thisoveranddonewith,hisalreadyontopofthe

firstgoat.His‘skoonish’brotherofferstoholdthe

basinsforblood,hedoesn’twanttofightwith

animals,heisabittoourbanforhisbrother’sliking.

WhenChiefMotaungseethattheyaredonewith

theslaughteringheinformshisbrotherandsonto

followhimout.WhentheyreachthegateGumede



chantstheirclans

‘BoMotaungbahaMolete

BoMokonebasaesuping

KamonwanwaoMotshonyana

BaejaefodileboMokekeng….

“Dumelang”ChiefMorenagreets

“Yebo,eya,ntate,morena,king”multiplereplies

followhisgreetings

“Nlateleng”(Followme),everyonefollowshim

exceptNompumeleloandLungisawhoGumede

askedtoremaininthecar.Ontheirwaytothe

gravesChiefMorenainstructseveryonetopick

threestoneseachontheirwayandtheyalldoso.

Heaskstheguardstoputthebasinsofbloodon

topofeachgraveandthenhesendthemoutofthe

graveyard.Hebowshisheadandchantshisclans

firstthenhecommunicates

“MOTAUNGEMOTLESEBATASATHABAPUTSOA

KETLISITSEBAILELGBAOFOSETSAKAPELEHO

WENARASEBAKAWENAORORANGBOHLEBA



BALEHE,BAKADIMETSEBESEBATANASE

SESEHLA.KEAIKOKOBETSA”(Themagnificentlion

ofthebluemountainIbringthosewhowrongedyou

beforeyoupleaselendthemanearandhearthem

outpleasemyrarefearedkingofthejungle.I

humblemyselfbeforeyou)hesaysstandingover

theking’sgravethenhetellsthemtodiptheirfirst

stonesinthebasinandputitontopofthegrave.

Theydoallthattotheothertwogravesthenhetells

themtheycanallgobacktothehouseandtalk

MmeSeipatiwasinstructedtopreparesomething

fortheirvisitorsbeforetheyleftforthegraves,she

handsallthegentlemanabasintowashtheir

handsbeforeshebringsthemfoodwithahugejug

ofjuice.ThepoorKubekakilledtheplateina

minute,nowhisscoringhisbrother’sfood,he

knowshisbrotherneverfinisheshisfoodbuttohis

surprisetodayhecleanedhisplate.Heisthrilled

whenheseesMmeSeipaticomingagainwithatray

ofsconesandgingerdrink,nowhefeelswelcomed

andhecanrelax.



“ChiefMorenaMotaungwecomebeforeyou

seekingforgivenessforourforefathers’sins,we

knowthatyourkingdomwaswrongedinways

unimaginableandwewouldliketoamendthose

wallsstartingtoday”Unclezweinformsandchief

morenanodsslightly

“Zwelithinisomewallscanneverberestoredyoudo

knowthatright?”unclezwenods“Letmecheckmy

spearfirstthenIwillletyouknowifthegreatKing

Motaungallowsthistalkstogothrough”unclezwe

nodsagain“Tjgogetthespearbythegate”the

snobbishTjrunsoutandcomesbackwiththe

spear.Hisgrandfatherinspectsthespearfirstand

smiles“Thereisnobloodonthisspearmeaningthe

greatKingallowsforthetalkstocontinue”only

theneveryonerememberthatthespearwas

coveredinbloodfromwhentheywereslaughtering

animals.Heputsthespearbeforeunclezwe“Put

backwhatdoesn’tbelongtoyouontopofthe

spear”uncleZwetakesthetwoseedsoutofhis

pocketsandplacesthemasinstructed



“ThankyouZwelithiniDlomofordoingwhatyour

brotherfailedtodoandforthisyouearnedmy

respect”theyshakehandsandloudaudiblesighsis

heardthroughtheroom

“ThankyoutooMorenaMotaungforhearingus

althoughImustgiveittoyou,haiyoubathedusin

thesun,we’llgobackhomelookinglikecharcoals”

loudlaughtereruptintheroom,theloudestoneis

theonewhowascryingofhungerthemost

“ChiefMotaungthat’snotallthatbroughtushere”

Gumedeinterruptsthepeace“Thereissomeone

whowouldliketoconfesshersinshere”Chief

Motaungnodstryingtounderstand“Kubekagocall

herin”Gumedeinstructkubekawhoisannoyedof

beingsentasanerrandboy,ifVulaandMthowere

hereitwouldbetheirjobtodothisupanddown.He

comesbackwithNompumeleloandLungisa.Chief

Motaunggroansimmediatelywithhiseyescolour

changingtowhiteabitwhenheseesMpume,

Gumedesmilesandgroanbackpleased“The

kingdomthatdoesn’tneedaseer,therightfulking



willbegiftedwithboth”noweveryoneislostexcept

GumedeandChiefMorena“Ithinkit’sappropriate

wekneelbeforeyouthethirdrightfulgreatKing

MorenaMotaungoftheBataungkingdom”his

alreadyonhisknees

“NottodayGumedebutIcansayIfeelit,Ithoughtit

wasjustamyth”hesmilesatGumedeandturnshis

eyestoLungisa“Pleasehaveasittherightful

mightyLungisaKhoza”Lungisaimmediatelysithis

hungryself-downbuteveryonefrownofhowhe

knowshisnamewellexceptGumedewhoisalready

awareofwhatisgoingon“Mohatsakakekopaplate

engwelemetsi”(mywifecanIpleasehaveanother

plateandaglassofwater)heyellsforMmeSeipati

andshequicklybringsthefoodandgiveitto

Lungisa.HewaitsforLungisatofinishmaking

smalltalkswitheveryone,hiseyesdoesn’twantto

gotothestandingwomanwhohedoesn’tevenfeel

sorryfor



“LungisaIhavetolettheancestorsdoasthey

pleasewithher”Lungisanods“Nompumelelo

KhozaIcommandyoutothebluemountainforest

wheretheonesyouwrongedawaitsyou,gothere

anddon’tcomeback,youhavehurttoomany

peopleandyoumusttravelyourpathtothecaves

ofdeath.Whenyoureachthegatekeepertoafter

lifecaves,yourentrancewordswillbe‘KingMorena

MotaungIandKingMkhontoDlomoIbothawaits

meforthedriftandevilIcausedupontheirfamilies’

hesaystoherleavingeveryoneshocked“Repeat

thosewordsuntilyoufindyourend,Go”withthat

saidNompumelelowalksoutofthedoorwalking

likeazombieandnotevenoneenquireabouther

safetyasitabitlate

“Howdoyouknowallthat,shedidn’tconfess”

UncleKayasks

“ChiefMore…waitmybad,KingMorenaMotaung

justreceivedhispowers.Hecanseeandrule,no

seerhaseverbeenneededintheBataungKingdom.

Therightfulkingwillseeandrule”Gumedeclarifies

impressed“Ihonestlythoughtitwasjustamythtoo,



Imustcomplimentthe……”hehaltsandgroansloud

causingastareinsidetheroom.ChiefMorenaon

theothersidetightlyshuthiseyeshissing.

“Whatisgoingon?”thesnobbishTjasksalready

exercisinghislegstocarryhimthehelloutofhere

“BOITUMELO”ChiefMorenashoutsopeninghis

eyes

“OURSEER”GumedealsosaystaringatChief

Morena

“Wehavetogopeople,thedarknesshascovered

ourblood”ChiefMorenainformsalreadyoutofthe

doorwithGumedebehindhim.Everyonesitrooted

becausetheydon’tunderstandwhat’sgoingon

untilGumedecomesbackandsay

“VulamasangoandMthokozisiaregoingtospill

blood”onlytheneveryoneflyoutoftheroom
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ACHESINHISHEART

VULAMASANGO

Heissitedonwaitingchairssqueezinghishands

tightlytogether,itshabitofhishedoeswhenever

hisnervousandtodayhefeelslikehelljustlanded

onearth.Heaskshimselfwhocameupwiththe

notionthat‘mendon’tcry’becausewow,that’sjust

fu*keduptothecore.Theheavinessandachein

hisheartisindescribable,howcansomeonejustrip

hissouloutofhisbodylikethat.Whatdidshedoto

deservesuchcruelty?Herepeatedlyswearonhis

father’sgravethatsomeoneisgoingtopayforthis,



dogs,cats,pigswhateverorganismhabitatinthe

environmentofthosethatputhisheaveninhospital

willpaydearly,eventheirancestorsdeservetodie

again.

Lulucalledthemontheirwayhometoinformthem

ofthemostdevastatingnewsheneverthoughthe

wouldreceiveandhisbeenamesssincetheymade

ithereandwhatmakesitworseisforthemerefact

thatdoctorsarenotsayinganythinghefeelslike

burningsomeonewiththisfirebrewinginhim.

Hisabrokenman,hisshatteredforhisthree

preciousgirls,theangelsofhisheart,thosethree

arehisreasontoholdonandgoonthroughdays

knowinghehasthemtostealhisheartaway.They

arehisexistenceandhecanneverimagenlifewith

neitherofthem.

HewantsKhozatopayseverelyforthisandhe

swearsifheputsonefingeronKhweziit’sgoingto

beaneyeforaneye,NhlanhlaandNomonde

(LuthandoandKhoza’schildren,hisnephewand



niece)willhavetobecollateralfortheirparent’sevil

deeds

“Bafoweneedtocallhome”Mthoinformshim

sittingnexttohim.Allhisbrothersarehereand

theyareangryashell.Theywantsomeone’sblood

spilledforthemtoforgive“Vulamasango,don’tdo

thismanpleasedon’tshutdown”heknowshim

betterandheknowsheusedtohavehisshutdown

momentswherehewouldlockhimselfinhis

sanctuaryforweeks.BeingVulamasangoDlomois

notaspleasingassomethink.Butsurprisingly

enougheversincehisheavencameintohislife,his

beenlovingandfeelinglikefinallybeinghimmakes

perfectsense,hefeelslikenowhissolepurposein

lifeistoliveforherandtheirlittlefamily.Hedoesn’t

evenrememberwhenlasthewenttohissanctuary

house,latelyhejustuseittomakeherscreamin

pleasure,ithasturnedtobetheirfu*kmonumentas

shecallsit.Hechucklesatthethoughtthatitwent

frombeinghisescapetobeinghispleasurehouse.

Hefeelslikehedoesn’tneeditanymorebecausehe



foundhisdefenceinherandshegiveshimpure

peacehisbeenlongingforallhisentirelifebut

becauseshelovesithewillkeepit.

“Dlomogiveanorder”Sizweisasmartpantsguy

butheisthequickesttoreact,hislanguageis

violence.

“IwantNhlanhlaandNomondeheldcaptive”Finally

hegivesanorderandMthojumpsin

“Thoughtyouwouldneverask”hissurprisedabit,

hethoughthewouldn’tdoitbecauseheknowshe

hasasoftspotforchildrenandLuthandobeing

familyandallthatshit,heactuallythoughthewill

fighthimonthis

“Thaaabafo”hepatshisshoulder“Bafwethuplease

gogetmydaughterIwanthertosleepinherbed

tonight”everyonenods“WhenyoufindKhoza,take

himtothethornfarmtogetherwitheverybreathing

shitheplannedthiswith”theynodonceagain

exitingtheroom

“IalreadytextedNkandlahismovingaswespeak”



henod“ShouldImakethecall?”Mthoasks,heis

hesitantaboutcallinghomebecausehewillhaveto

callherfamilytooandLordknowshisnotreadyto

dealwiththefuriousMotaungs“Whenyou’reready

bafo”Mthoseeshishesitation“Letmecheckon

Lulu”hesaysgoingtositnexttothebruisedLulu,

thepoorthingiscurledonthecornersilently

weeping.Sheisdarkbynaturebutthepurplebruise

isveryvisibleonherface,thisonlyinfuriateshim

morebecausehewonderhowhiscoffeegirlheaven

lookslike,shemustbeworse.

Ashesitsthinking,itoccurstohimthatsomething

doesn’tmakesense,ifit’sKhozawhodidthishe

wouldn’thavestabbedhisheavenonthestomach

becausehewantshisbreedalive.Andwhatwould

hegainbytakingKhwezibecausesheisnotpure

enoughforhismambojumboshit?Hestandsup

goingtooneofthewardwherethetwoguysthat

hisheavenandlulufu*kedupareheld.His

impressedwithhisheavenandlulu,theydidquitea

damagetothetwofu*kers.HeasksJason,peter’s

brothertoallowhimentrancesohecaninterrogate



them.Hestartswiththeyoungeronewholooks

quitefamiliarnowthatthebloodhasbeencleaned

onhisface

“’Nja”(Dog)hesayswalkingintheroomandthe

youngboyjumps.Hechucklesrealisingthathisa

weaklingandthiswillbeeasyandfastashewants

ittobe“Whothefu*ksendyoutoharmmywifeand

kidnapmydaughter?”theyoungboylooksathima

bitandtrytoreachforthereactionmonitorbutVula

quicklyseeshim.Heroughlytakeshisfingerand

breakitmakingitpointup,theboyscreamsinpain

andjasonrushesin

“Vulamancomeon,don’tmakehimscreamhere”

Vulajustnodtojasonwhoquicklydisappearsagain

toplayguarddoctoroutside

“Ihaterepeatingmyselfmsunu”(Cunt)hebreaks

theboy’sfingermoreandtightlyshuthismouth

withhishand.Tearsofpainflowdowntheboy’s

cheeksmumblingthroughVula’stightgrip

“Du..Dumisani”theboysaywithtearswhenhe



finallysethimfree.Nowthathelooksattheboyit

makessensehelookslikeDumisanibut…..fuck!

Thatbitch!Hecursesquicklyrushingout

“Ibrokehisfinger,fixitanddon’tlethimget

dischargedbothofthembeforeI’mdonewiththem”

heordersjasonoutsidethedoorrushingtoMtho.

Howcanhebesostupidveleitcan’tbeKhoza.

“Bafo”hecallshisbrotherasidefromLulu“Itwas

Zonke”Mthofrownslookingathiminconfusion“I

justinterrogatedtheboyandheassuresthathe

wassentbyDumisani,meaningZonke’sgotmy

daughter”

“Hai!Nawenamaexfriendsandex-wives”(Youand

yourexfriendsandwives)hereachesforhisphone

tryingtocallthecrewtostopgoingafterKhozabut

Vulaholdshishand

“IwantthatmotherfuckeralsodealtwithitstimeI

dealwithallthiscuntsupinmybusinessbutyou

cantellNkandlatoletmynephewsgo”Mthonod

andtextNkandla

“IwantDumisani’sballfortouchingmygirl”Mtho



informslookingupathisstressedbrother.He

wonderswhyhedidn’tthinkofitbefore,Zonkedid

promisetocomebackforherdaughterandmake

thempaybuthisneverpayedattentiontoher

threats.NowzonkeandherhusbandDumisaniwho

wasoncehisbestfriendgrowinguptheykidnap

andstabhiswife,itgoingtobeaneyeforaneye

andhedoesn’tcarethatzonkeisKhwezi’smother.

“Let’sgogether”hesaysalreadyturningonhis

steps.MthofirstlytellsNdunaandAbongileoutside

tolookafterhissisterandnephewforanhourorso.

Khwezi’sloudscreamsareloudenoughforanyone

walkingthroughthegate.Whatkindofstupid

imbecilesaretheytokidnapachildandbringher

straighttotheirhouse?Theystandabitoutsideto

analyseandevaluateifit’sjustthetwomarried

coupleandKhweziinthehouse

“Sheisbleeding,howcanyoudothis?”Zonke’s

voice,shesoundslikesheisshoutingsomeone

“I’msorryzozowamithatbitchwaskillingmy



brotherIhadtoreactfastandIusedKhwezi”Dumi

explains“We’llcallthedoctortomorrowwhen

thingshavecalmeddownbaby,butfornowcanyou

pleasemakehershutthefu*kup,Iwouldliketo

thinkinpeace,mybrothercouldbedead”he

screams

“I’lltrybutshedoesn’twantmeeither,sheiscrying

forherfatherand……..”that’senoughforVulato

ascertainthatit’sjusttheminthehouse.Hebreaks

thedoorwiththeharmerinhishand,itwastheonly

thinghehadinthecartouseasaweaponandas

forMthohisholdingahoe.Theynolongercarry

gunseverywherewiththembecausenoonewants

hiswifetofindoutheownsagun.Theykeepthem

savedintheirsafewheretheyonlytakethemwhen

reallyneededandtodaytheydidn’thavetimetogo

home.

“Dlomo”Dumisaniexclaimwithshockwhenhis

doorbreakstotheground

“VulaIcanex……”ZonketriestoexplainbutVulais

alreadypinnedherupagainstthewallstrangling

thelifeoutofher,Dumisanirunstosavehiswife



butMthohugshislegwithahoeandhestumbles

kissingthefloor

“Lethusbandandwifehandletheirmatters”Mtho

emphasisetoDumiandhardlyspankhisheadwith

ahoemakingabaaaaaam!Sound“Bafowait,don’t

killherhere,Khweziisintheotherroom”indeed

Vulalet’sZonkegoandshefallsonthefloor

gaspingforair.Hetakeshisphoneandsends

Ndunatheaddresscomefetchhisdaughter,he

needstokillthispeopletoday

Khwezicriesmoretryingtojumponherfather

whensheseeshimwalkingintheroombutthepain

ofaknifewoundmakesithardforher

“Daddyissosorrybabygirl”hecrushesherina

tightemotionalhugbutholdsherbums.Herwaist

iscoveredinblood

“Babaithurts”shecriesmore

“Iknowmybaby,daddyisherenowallthepainwill

goaway”



“Iwantmamamogirlbaba,whereisshe?Thatman

hither”heholdshisdaughtertightfailingtoanswer

her

“BabaNdunaisgoingtotakeyoutoseemama

mogirlneahmybabyanddaddywillberightbehind

you”heassureskissingheralloverhertearyface

“Nowgivedaddyasmilestopcrying”shesmilesa

bit

“Why?”sheasks

“Becauseshetheprettiestdaddy’sgirlinthewhole

wideworld,theoneandonlydaddy’slittlegirl”she

laughs

“Unamangababa”(Yourlyingbaba)shepopsher

tinyeyeswhensheremembersheisbannedfrom

sayingoldpeoplearelying“Imeanyou’renottelling

thetruthbaba”herfatherlaughs

“AndwhyamIlying”

“Becauseyouandmamamogirlsaidyou’regoingto

buymeasister”helaughsmore

“Yesbaby,youandyoursisteraretheonlypretty



littledaddy’sgirls”shenodshappily.Hisphone

beepsshowingthatNdunaisoutsidethedoor,he

usesthebackdoortomeethimbecausehedoesn’t

wanthisdaughterseeingchaosinthelivingroom

“Pleasetakehertothehospital,shealsohasaknife

wound”NdunanodstakingKhweziinhisarms

beforeherfatherkissesheronemoretime.Nowit’s

timeforpeopletopayforstabbinghiswifeand

daughter

Theydrovethetwomarriedcoupletothornfarm

wherethecrewwillmeetthemtofinishoffKhoza

also.Hereleasesthesecurityondutyassoonas

theyarriveinhisfencedguardedfarm.Hegets

insidethewarehousewherehedrivesatractorout

inthemiddleofthenightandinstallschiselplow

backhoeatthebackofthetractorusedfor

ploughinghardsurfaces,Mthoisjustlookingathim

becauseheknowswhenheislikethisnoonecan

talkhimoutofwhateverhisplanning,eventhe

coupleislookingathiminawethinkinghiscrazy.

Heturnsthelightsonandlightflashesallthe



hectaresofthefarm.HesignalsforMthotolettwo

outofthecar

“WhoshouldIstartwith?”heasksthetwopuffinga

cigarettewhichMthowonderwherehetookit.He

onlysmokeswhenhisindeepshit.“Noanswer,

simultaneousitis”hereplieshimselfwalking

towardsZonkewhotriestorunbutVulathrowthe

hammeronherfeet,shestumblesandbitesthe

soilsscream“Aooofebelinayoucanrun?”(bitch)

heasksstandingbeforeher

“VulaI’mso…..”heinterjects

“Thereisnotimeforthatnowdearex-wife,letme

makesureyoudon’trunagain”hesmashesthe

sharpedflatsurfaceonherlegandbloodquickly

oozeout.Shecriesmoreassheisbeingdragged

downthehardsurfacebacktotheplows.He

fastensherontopofthechiselplowwithherlegs

flowinginbetweenthemachineblades.Hegoesto

thetightDumisittingwithtearsflowingdowncrying

likeawidow“Ijustchangedmymind,Ithinkitwill



befunforyoutowatch.Enjoytheshowdearfriend”

heblowsthesmokeonhisfaceandclimbsthe

tractor

AssoonashestartsthetractorZonkecriesinthe

mostcrucialpainasshefeelssharpbladecutting

herlegs.Hedrivesthetractorthroughthefarm

finelychoppingzonke’slegsasthemachine

ploughs,Mthoishavingafistoflaughterenjoying

thepleasantploughingshowbeforehim,

“Thissoilisgoingtobesorichdon’tyouthink”he

winksatthemanweepingnexttohim“Yourmine,

I’mgoingtouseacompactionmachineonyou

dumi,Iwantyoutobearespectfuldloziinafterlife

nomorestabbingyounggirlsandpregnantwoman

neah”helaughs“Don’tworrycompactionmachine

willjustblowyoubrainsandbones,Ihatescream,I

likemykillsquietandsweet”

Vulareturnswithnolegszonkeontopoftheplow

machine,shelooksweakandtiredofcrying.Dumi

cannotevenraisehisheadtolookathiswife.

“Next”Vulascreamshappilyclimbingdownthe



tractor

“BafoIwasthinkingweuseacompactoronceand

getthisoveranddonewith,wehavetogobackto

thehospital”Vulanodsimmediatelyandtheyboth

changetoacompactorwhichtheybothclimbthe

tractorafterplacingthembeneathit.Theysmash

boththecouplescreamingwithacompactorand

thenploughontopoftheirmincemeatbodies.

Theynowhavechangedandwentbacktothe

hospital,JasonaskedtohospitaliseKhweziashe

saidshelostalotofblood.Afteralmostthreehours

ofsittingwithnoinformationPetercomestothem

withanexpressiontheycan’tread.Heisacoloured

guybutbecauseheisfriendswiththismonstershe

isnowaccustomedtotheirwayofdoingthings,he

takeshisbouffantsurgicalcapandsquashitinhis

hands.Vulafeelshiskneesgettingweakhedoesn’t

wanttostandbecausehisafraidheisgoingtofall

“VulamyfriendI’msosorry,wetriedeverythingwe

couldbuttheknifewenttoodeep…..”Lululoudly



weepfillingtheentirecorridorwithherpainful

screams,Mthoisholdinghiskneeslookingdown,

andhistearsvoluntarilyfallsontheground

“Shedidn’tmakeit?”Vulaasksalreadywithtears

freelyflowinglikeariver.Peternodspainedtoo.He

sinkshisheadunderhishandslookingathistears

astheydropdownthefloor.Petersitsnexttohim

andbrusheshisback

“I’msosorrymyfriendbutthereismore”Vula

offershimhistearyface“Shewascarryingtwins,

turnsouttheothertwinwashiding.Thebabies

werelocatedinthesameamnioticsachencewe

couldn’tseehimbuttheboymadeitalthoughhisa

bitpremature,wehadtoremovehimbecausehis

twinwassittingontopofhimandbecauseofthat

hedidn’tgetmuchnutritionthereforehisbodyand

hislungswerenotyetinfulldevelopmentstage”

“What?”heisshockedtothecore

“I’msorrywedidn’tseeit,theboyisperfectlywell

butwegoingtohavetokeephimhereforacouple

ofmonthsbecausehisprematureandwewantto



makesureifhewon’tsufferanyabnormalities.His

bigsisterwasrightontopofhim”hecriesmore

thinkingofhisdaughterbutcontainshimself

“CanIseethem?”Peternodshelpinghimup

Hesighsheavilywhentheyhelphimclothein

scrubstoseehisson.ThepoorthingisinNICU,

thereisateamofexpertsgoinginout,hisnoteven

allowedtoseehimcloseasyetbutitacheshis

heartseeinghislittlemanlikethat.Hechantshis

clansbeforeheexitstheroomwithaheavyheart

tryingineverywaytocontainhistears,nowit’s

timetoseetheonethatdidn’tmakeit.
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IWANTMAMPE

BOITUMELO

Sheblinksthatrapidblinkofhersscanningthe

room,hisheartdiedamillionmorepieceswhenshe

didn’twakeupbutpeterassuredshewillwakeand

it’sbeentwodaysofnothingbutdeepsorrowfor

him.Boththeirfamiliesarehereandhewonders

howaretheybothhereandnotfightingbuthistoo

absorbedinhissorrowstoask,decisionswere

madeonhisbehalfbecausehisbeensittingonthis

chairjustlookingathersleep.Shelookspeacefulin

hersleepbutnowhisheartisinagonywhenhe

thinkshisgoingtohavetobreakherheartonce

more.Thefirstthingshedoeswhenshehasfinally

regainedherconsciousnessshebrushesher

tummyandpopshereyeswhenshefeelsitempty



“Sangowhereismybaby?”sheasksinahusky

voice.Hereachesforajugandpoorhersome

waterandthenhelpherdrinkbeforehereplies

“Thankyouforcomingbacktomemyheaven,how

areyoufeeling?”heasksignoringthequestionshe

askedandkissingherforehead

“Sangowhereismybaby?”sheasksagainbecause

shefeelstheemptinessinher,sheknowsthe

feelingofhavingherdaughterinherandnowthat

feelingisgone“Vulamasangowhereismy

daughter?”hejustwantedhertobeokayfirst,can

shenotaskthatnowbutheknowshehastotellher

althoughhehadhopedshewon’tremembermuch

whenwakingupsohewoulddragtellingheruntil

sheisokayenoughforhim.Hetakesbothher

handsandclapthemtogetherinhiskissingthem

“Sthandwasamiwehaveason”shefrowns

blinkinginconfusion

“What?”sheasksshockedandhenodskissingboth

herhands“Itwasn’tagirl?”sheasksstillin



disbelief.Nowthat’swhatheistryingtoavoid,he

swallowstheforminglumpinhisthroatandsighs

“She….shewas….Theyweretwins”hestutters

smilinginsorrow

“What?”sheismorethanconfused“Wehave

twins?”sheaskssmilingwaitingforhimtoconfirm

thegoodnewsbutthecoldnessonhisfacesays

otherwise“Sangowhat’sgoingon?”sheintently

stareinhiseyessearchingforthetruth

“Myheavenwelostourgirl”hefinallysayitbutit

lookslikeithasn’tregisteredtoher

“Losthow?Shewaskidnapped”nowspeakingof

kidnappedsheremembersKhweziandpanics

“SangoKhwezi,where……”hecutsher

“Sheisfine,we’llgoseeherlater”thisconversation

justtookaturnhedidn’twant

“ThankGod,canIseemybabiesnow?”sheasks

tryingtositupbutheopenstheconversandgetsin

“Callthedoctor,IwanttoseeMampeandher

brother”shelaughsthinkingofthenameMampe

“MaybeweshouldcallherbrotherRampe,Mampe



andRampe”shelaughsmoreexpectinghimtojoin

inbuthepullsherheadonhischestsqueezingher

tight.Shehearssniffsandraiseherheadtofindher

mancrying.

“Mampedidn’tmakeitzululami”heinformsintears

withapainedvoice

“That’snotfunnyVulamasango”shereprimands

notpleased,heshakeshisheadlookinginhereyes

“NO”hervoicecomesouttrembling“Sangonooo”

sheshakesherheadblinkingtearsdownher

cheeks,henodsintearstoconfirmandonlythen

shescreaminpain“NOOOOOOOOO”shecriesin

pain.Thefamilyoutsidecomesrunningandthey

freezeontheirrunswallowingthesadatmosphere

intheroom“IWANTMYDAUGHTER”shecries

morewithatremblingvoice.NtateTausignalsfor

Vulatostepdownsohecanholdher“Papakebatla

ngwanaka”(DadIwantmydaughter)shesaysin

herfather’sarmswailingpainfully“Kebatha

Mampepapa”(IwantMampedad).Mthocomesin

withPeterwhoinjectsherdripwithsomethingand



sheslowlyfadetosleepwithherfatherrockingher.

Pregnancyissomethingelse,atfirstshedidn’t

wanttoacceptitbutwhenshefinallydidshefelt

complete,shefeltastrongconnectionwiththe

beingthatmadehereatthingssheneverthought

shewouldeatandnowlyingonthisbedshelooks

atthesleepingVulainsilence,shepainsmoreat

theimageheis,helookslikeheagedthousand

yearsagoandthisisnotasightshewantsbyher

side.Shetakesthecrutchnexttoherbedwhichshe

wonderswhatit’sdoingherebecausesheis

perfectlyfinefeetwise.Shepokeshimwitha

crutchandhimjumpswakingup

“Yourawake”hesaysstretchinghisarmsand

comingtositnexttoher.Hekeepsquiteforabit

becausedeepdownhewantstoaskhowsheis

doingbuthealreadyknowshowsheis

“Getussomefood,wearebothhungry”helooksat

hersurprisedasifshelosthermarblesbuthenods

standingup



“Anythinginparticular?”heasksanfsheshakesher

head

“Justfoodwillbeokay”hekissesherforeheadfirst

andexittheroom.Shetakesapillowandscream

hardonit,howcanGoddothistoher,howcanshe

bewithsomeoneforsolongonlyforthemtobe

takenawaybeforeshecouldevenhearhercry.She

thinksmaybeifsheheardhercriesitwouldhave

beenbetter,maybethesoundofhercrywouldput

herachedheartatease.Shewipesandcompose

herselfwhenshethinksVulamightbeonhisway

back

Heputsapaperbagontopofherandtakesasit,he

onlyboughtoneplate.Shetakestheforkandput

thespoononhissideandlookathim,heknows

whatthatmeansandhedoesn’twanttoarguewith

her,hewilltakefewbitesforher.Sheisalsotaking

fewbitesforhim,shehatesseeinghimlikethis.

Theybotheatinsilencetakingbitesforeachother

untiltheyaredone,hehandsherabottleofjuice

andshetakesasmallsipandpassittohim,he



looksatherfirstbutalsotakesasmallsipandpass

itbacktoher.Shethrowshereyesupandhe

chuckles

“Umubi”(Yourugly)hesays

“Ngifananawe”(Ilooklikeyou)theybothlightly

laughuntiltheyfallintoanothermomentofsilence

“Didyouseeher?”henods“Didshelooklikeme?”

hervoiceisstartingtobreak

“Doyouwanttoseehim?”heasksofthesonshe

hasn’tmentioned

“Iwanttoseeher”that’sherreply,hisnotpleased

withitbutmaybeheshouldletherdealwiththe

lossthewayshewants.Hehelpsherdownthebed

andgiveherthecrutchbutsheshootshimalook“I

believemyfeetcanstillcarrymeSango”heletsher

bebutstayscloseenoug.Shefirmlystandsbutfeel

asharppainatthelowerleftsideofherabdomen

“auuushh”shescreamslightlyinpain

“Thisiswhatthecrutchisfor,thedoctorsuggested

youuseitforawhileuntilyourecoversoyoudon’t

weighyourstitchescausingthemtobust”shejust



takesthedamnthingwithoutsayingaword.

Heleadshertothecoldroomwithaheavyheart

himself,ithasn’tdownproperlytohimthathis

goingtohavetoburyhisdaughter.Hehelpsher

takeaseatdownonthebenchandhegoestothe

drawerkeepinghisdaughter,thisiswhathis

daughter’slifehasbeenreducedto.Hiseyes

instantlyglitterwithtearswhenthemanopensthe

drawer,heswallowshislumptakinghiscold

daughterinhisarmsrememberinghisamanand

hehastobestrong.

Hesitsnexttoherstillholdinghisdaughter,he

doesn’twanttogiveherthechildbutsheisalready

preparedherhandswaitingforhimtoplaceherin

herarms.HesighsheavilyandputMampeinher

mother’sarms.Shelooksattheperfectimagein

herarms,shelooksperfectandhealthyforherif

onlyshecouldopenhereyes

“Babypleaseopenyoureyes”sheaskskissingher

foreheadleavingitwetwithtears“I’mbeggingyou



mybabyplease”hervoiceistremblinginpain

“BabyIswearyournotMampe,yourmybeautiful

angelpleaseopenyoureyes”shebegstightly

holdingherdaughterasshecries.Vulabrushesher

backandsniffshistearaway“Iwillnevercallyou

Mampepleasebabyopenyoureyes”herpiercing

cryisshootingstraightthroughhisheartbuthe

triesbyallmeansnottobreakdowntoo

“Sthandwasamisheisinpeace”hetriestoconsole

buthehimselfneedstobeconsoled

“BabyIwillnevercallyouMampepleaseopenyour

eyes”shecriesmoreburyingherfaceinhercold

daughter’stinybody.Vulatakesthechildfromher

andplaceherbackinthedrawerthenhecomesand

envelophisheaveninhisarms.Herubsherbackas

sheburiesherheadonhisthighscryingherlungs

outuntilsheisonlyleftwithhiccups.Hescoopsher

backtoherroomandtightlyholdshertosleepuntil

hehearshersnoring

Hisheartisburningwithpain,notinmillionyears



heeverthoughthewouldloseachildandGod

knowshedoesn’tknowhowtodealwiththispain,

it’stooenormousandpainfulevenforhim.Hegoes

backtothedrawerkeepinghisdaughter,fora

minutehisisjustlookingatthebeautifulangel

sleepingbutthatpainhitshimagainandhetakes

hisdaughterinhisarmswalkingoutofthehospital.

Histakingherhome,maybeshewillwakewhen

theyreachhome.Hehearsvoicesofpeople

screamingforhimbuttheysoundtoofaryetso

closeandnowhisonlyfocusistogethisdaughter

home.Hecarefullyputshercoldbodyonhischest

andbringtheenginetolifedrivingtohissanctuary

inonehandwhileheholdshisdaughterbacktolife

Somethinglikethishasneverhappenedbefore,the

twofamiliesshouldbecelebratingtheirreunionbut

insteadtheyaredealingwiththedeathoftheir

grandchild.ThefamilieswereinformedthatVula

leftwiththechildandtheyhavebeentryingtoget

himtoopenthehousewithnoluck,theonlyhope

nowisBoitumelowhotheydidn’twanttodisturb



butnowtheyhavenochoicebuttoinformher.

Sheisinawewhentheybreakthenewstoher.The

manwastotallyfinewhenheputhertosleeplast

night,helookedstronglikehehadacceptedthe

wholethingbutstealingMampe’scorpseand

spendingtheentirenightwithitisatotalredflag.

Heisnotasstrongasshethoughtandit’stimeshe

bethereforhimtoo.Sheistheonlyonewhoknows

whereheputsextrakeystohissanctuarybecause

nooneisallowedentranceexcepther.Sheasks

Ndutohelpherpicktheflowerpotandtakesthe

key,everyoneinthecarisamazedthatthey

struggledtoopenthedoorwhilethekeyswerejust

underthepot.Sheisthefirstonetoslowlywalkin

andsheknowsexactlywhereheis.Therehesits

outsidethebalconyfacingthemorningsunrise,he

hasexpensiveirishwhiskeyinhishandwithalit

cigaretteintheotherhand,Mampeisrightbetween

hislegs.Hedrinks,puffandsniffs.

“Sango”shesitsinfrontofhim.Hisabitsurprised

buthistoointoxicatedtomakesense



“Lookather,sheisbeautifullikeyou”hesays

takinganotherhugesipofhiswhiskey

“Noshelookslikeyou”shearguesfaintlysmiling

“Youthink?”heasksandshenods“Iwantherto

openhereyes”heinformsandshejustsmilesin

pain.Shewantshimtoletitalloutsosheisnot

goingtodisturbhim“YouknowIhadalreadyfixed

herroom,allpinklikehersister.Theclothes,thecot

everythingisthere,itwasjustwaitingforyourbaby

welcomepartyformetosurpriseyou”shelaughs

“It’scalledababyshowermylove”shesaystaking

thewhiskeyandcigarettefrombothhishandsand

holdinghishandswithMampebetweenthem

“Iwasgoingtocarryheronmyback”shelaughs

more“Seriousmyheaven”heassuresslightly

smilingabit

“Iloveyou,youknowthat”sheaskswithasmile

searchingforhiseyes,henodsrapidlywithhis

head“Let’sgosleepmylove,willdealwith

everythingwhenwewakeup”henodsagaintrying

tostandbuthestaggersbacktothefloor.Nduna



andMthoquicklyhelpshimupwhileGumedeand

NtateMorenaattendMampe’sbodyonthefloor.

Shejusttakeshisshoesoffandliethedayaway

nexttohim.

Surprisinglyenoughsheisamazedtoseeherself

backinthehospital,howdidshegetherewhenshe

sleptnexttohiminhissanctuary.Justassheis

stillconfusedhewalksinlookingfreshliketheman

sheknowsandlove

“ThankGodyou’reawake”hesayskissingher

foreheadandtakingasipofhisbrewingcoffeein

mug“Luluwillbringyourbreakfastjustnow”she

nods

“HowdidIgethere?”

“Ibroughtyouback”that’sallhesaystakingasit

nexttoheronthebed“Myheaven”hesays

suddenlyserioustakingbothherhands“Iamreally

sorryaboutlastnightIshouldn’thavebrokendown

likethatand….”Sheinterjects

“It’sokaymyloveyoudidnothingwrong”shesighs



heavilylayingherheadonhischest“anywaywhat’s

thewayforward,whenamIbeingdischargedsowe

canlayhertorest”heclearshisthroatfirstbecause

hehasafeelingwhathisabouttoaskherwon’tgo

smooth

“Heneedsyoutoo”heinformstryingtolookather

butsheburiesherfaceinhischest“Sthandwasami

justseehimplease”hebegskissingthetopofher

head

“Won’tsheneedlikeapropernamebeforeweput

hertorest”sheistotallyignoringhimonpurpose

“Heneedshismothertoo”hecontinuestobeg

“YoupromisedtobringKhwezi,Ihaven’tseenher”

hesighsheavilybeforeheexplodesandtheyboth

fallindeepsilence.Hewasawarethatshedoesn’t

acknowledgehissonbuthedidn’tthinkit’sthis

deeptoanextentofnotwantingtoseehim.Peter

suggestedthattheygivehertime,hesaidshehad

alreadytoldherbodyandmindthatsheishavinga

girlchildandnowhavingtojustswapemotionsto

welcomeaboychildissometimesoverwhelmingto



newmothers.ButVulaishavingnoneofthat,he

doesn’tunderstandhowcanamothernotwanther

childandheisgoingtosolveithisway

Afterhissuresheistakenabathandwellfeedhe

decidetoinitiatehisplan,heaskedforhissontobe

keptinasecludedroomsoitwillbeeasiertofool

her

“SthandwasamiwehavetogodressMampe”she

looksathimconfusedbutbecauseevenherselfshe

doesn’tunderstandhowthingsaredonesheisabit

hesitantaboutherfollowingquestion

“Don’tpeoplegetdressedwhentheyaregoingtobe

burie….”Sheretractherself,shehatessayingthat

wordinonesentencewithherfallenangel“Aren’t

wesupposedtodressherwhenwelayhertorest”

thisonesoundsbettertoher

“Gumedeneedstoperformsomethingforherso

shehastobedressed”shejusttakeshercrutch

andlethimleadtheway,shehaslearnedtonotask

questionsabouthisfamily’sceremoniestheyare



quitetoomuchbutatleasttheydon’thurtthemin

anyway.Theytakeadifferentwayfromtheoneof

yesterdayandstillshedoesn’tquestionbutwhena

nursehandhimscrubstocoverthemselvesshe

asks

“Andthenwhatarethisfor”sheasksashewraps

herinanoverallscrubandputtingacaponher

head

“Idon’tknowtheysaidit’sanewrule”hedismiss

heralsopreparinghimselfinscrubs.Hetakesher

handandopensanotherdoorinsidetheroomthey

arealreadyin.andthereheis,inhisminiNICU.The

breathingdeviceconnectedtohisheartandlungs

isaudibleenoughforanyonecomingintheroom.

Hefeelsherhandtighteninginhisandhetightens

hisgripjustforassurance.Hepullsherslowly

closertotheirminisoldierandalreadyheseesher

inpulloftears

“WhatdidIdosobadtoGod?”sheasasks

wrappingherarmsaroundhiswaistandburying

herfaceonhischestwettinghisshirt



“Nothingatallmyheaven”hekissesthetopofher

head“Doyouwanttoholdhim?”hewasgiventhe

goaheadtoholdhimfromyesterdaymorning,she

nodsstillburiedinhischest.Thenurseshewasn’t

evenawareisintheroomgentlyholdshimtohis

mother.Shewipeshertearsfirsttryingsohardto

smiletothenursebeforeshetakesasitandholds

hersonforthefirsttime.Shelaughsgenuinelywith

tearsflowingdownwhensheseestheminiVula

sheisholding,herdaughterwasmorelikeherbut

thisyoungmanhereeventookVula’svisibleyellow

birthmarkonhisear

“Goshhelookslikeyou”sheremarkslookingat

Vulawhoismorethanhappytoseehiswifeholding

hisson

“Ioutdidmyselfheredidn’tI”shecontinuessmiling

downathersoninherarms

“Pleasekissme”shesayshappilysmilingwith

tearspoutingherlipsuptohim.Helaughsfirstand

wipehertearsandpeckherpoutedlips



“HowamIsupposedtodevourmylipswhenyou

poutthemlikechickenass”hecomplains

continuouslypeckingherlips

“Iloveyou”shesayshappily

“Iloveyoutoomyforever”hecupsherfaceand

peckherlipsonemoretimebeforekneelingand

squashingbothherandhissoninahugfulloflove
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BOITUMELO

Thedeathofalovedoneisneveraneasypillto

swallow,evenwiththesweetestjuiceevermadeit

isnevereasytoaccepttheemotionallongingleftin

one’sheartwhentheylosetheirlovedones.She

nevermetherdaughterbutforthemonthsshe

carriedheritfeltlikeshewasapieceofherheart,

shefeltlikeshebelongedwithherbutotherthan

thatsheisthankfulthatGodstillgaveherachance

tobeamothertoherlovelyboyalthoughthatalso

breaksherheartwhenshethinksoftheimageher

sonis.

It’sbeendayssinceshenowhomesthehospital

bed,shewantstogetthehelloutofhereandput

herdaughtertorestbutshealsohastothinkofher

tinylittlemanfightingforhislife.Todayit’sFriday

andforsomereasonVulahasbeenabusybody,he

ishereandthereanditfrustratetheshitoutofher

tiredhospitalself.Shereachesforherphonewith

anaimtocallhimbuthewalksinwithKhweziwho

jumpsonherbedwrappinghertinyhandsaround



her,shebrushesherbackwithanevillookgazingat

Vulabehind

“MamamogirlImissyouwhenareyoucoming

home”sheasksstillwrappedaroundherneck,she

isbeenmeaningtotalktoheraboutthatname.She

acceptedandlovedthenamebecauseofher

daughterbutnowitremindsherofherlose.She

swallowstoclearthelumpforminginherthroatdue

tothepainattachedwiththename‘mamamogirl’

“Babygirlwhereareyourshoes?”shescoldsfirst.

ThetinyKhwezisitonherlegstryingtohideher

barefootbutit’stoolate

“I’msorrymamamogirl”sheregretfullysaylooking

down.Shesighsfirstandtiltsherheadupwardsto

faceher

“Ifyoupromisetowearyourshoeseverydayyou

cancallmemommynomoremamamogirl”she

lightsupinstantly

“Really”sheasksandmommynods“andIcanstay

withyouandbabakaKhwezilikeCindyandher

parents”shenodsagainslightlylaughingwithVula



whoisbusyonthephoneonlylordknowsdoing

what“Iloveyoumamamo”shebitesherlips

throwingherselfonceagainather“Mommy,Ilove

youmommy”shesayswrappedaroundherneck

andshefeelswarmandthankful

“Iloveyoutoobaby”shekisseshercheeks

“Whataboutme?”Sangoasksfinallyputtingthat

5110inhispockets,theyboththrowhimamean

lookandhelaughs“KhwezigotograndpaIwantto

talktomommy”heordersputtingherdownbutshe

sulks“NowKhweziDlomo”hesternlysaybuther

mouthstartstoformafrownandheknowsthatis

goingtobefollowedbyriverflow

“Vulamasango”Boitumeloreprimandhimnot

pleasedpullingKhwezicloser.Hehatesitwhenshe

callshimlikethat,itisnotsexyatallanditsounds

likebeingcalledbykasimashonisa.Shegives

Khwezihertabletanddirectsherwithearphonesto

gositonthechairandlistentomusicwhileplaying

games“What’swrongwithyou?”shequestionshim



oncetheyarebothclearofKhwezi.Hedoesn’t

answerherheleansdownandpleasureherwitha

peckonthemouth,heisbeendoingthateverytime

hecomesinorleaves

“Haveyoueaten?”shenods“Andboy?”heasks

“HeisalsowellfedIpumpedtwobottles”henods

andtakeherhands

“BabyyouknowIhaveneverletyoudownright?”he

asksandjustreceivesafrown,trulyspeakingsheis

confusedofwherethisisgoing“Ihavetodischarge

youandboytodayandtakethebothofyouhome”

heinformsandearnshimselfanothersilencewhich

meanshemustcontinue“GumedeandNtate

Morenasaywehavetoperformthenaming

ceremonyforthetwinstomorrowathomeandthen

layourangeltorestonMondaynight”thehell,she

frowns

“NtateMorenamygrandfather?”sheasksconfused

“Yesmommy”



“Andwhatdoyousay”heisabitlostforaminute

“Iftheysayweshoulddosowhatdoyousay

Sango”heclearshisthroatabitembarrassed

“Isayweshoulddoastoldmylove”

“Why?”sheaskscalm

“Myheavenit’stheancestors…….”Shedoesn’twait

forhimtofinish

“Ancestors?”sheaskswithanattitude“Wherewere

theywhenyourbrotherinlaw’shitmanbrokeinto

myhouseandstabbedme”heswallows,hehates

lyingtoherbutheisnotpreparedtotellherit

wasn’tKhoza’speople,heisafraidofwhatwill

happenwhenshefindsoutthatitwasKhwezi’s

motherthatcostherherangel.SohewillletKhoza

receivealltheblameuntilfurthernotice

“Sthandwasamisomethingsarejustmeanttobe,

please…….”

“IwasmeanttolosemydaughterVulamasango”he

cursesinwardlyandclimbsthebed,hervoiceis

startingtobreakandheknowsriverswillflowany

minute.Hepullshertohischestandpecksher



head

“YouwerenotmeanttoloseMampeokay”he

assuresnowcuppingherface“Idon’tknowwhywe

lostherandIamalsoangrymyheavenbutwehave

togrievemovingon,notstandinginoneplace”he

wipeshertearswithhisthumbs“Boyneedsaname,

Mampealsoneedsanameandherplaceofrest

andallthatcannotbeputonholdjustbecausewe

aregrievingsopleasemommylet’sdothismoving

on,okay”shenodswithaheavyheartandreceivea

hugfromherheart

“Ijusthateitwhenpeoplemakedecisionsforme,

thisaremychildren”helaughs

“IknowmommyandIhateittoobutpleaselet’sdo

itandgetitoveranddonewithit”

“Whatexactlydowehavetodo?”

“Thereisanamingceremonytomorrowwhere

somethingsaboutthetwinsmightbeclarified,then

Mondaynightourangelwillbelaidtorest”she

nods



“Boycannotleavethehospitalnowheispremature

and….”

“Pleasetrustmemyheaven,heiscomingwithus”

“NoSango”sheadamantlydeniesshakingherhead

toemphasiseherdenial

“Pleasetrustmemyheaven”hebegs

“IsaidNoSango,mysonisstillyoungplease

understandIcan’triskhishealth”

“Sthandwasamioursonistherightfulheirborn

kingtothethroneandhehasaseersisterlooking

outforhimsopleasebelievemewhenIsayheis

goingtobeperfectlyfine”hetriestoconvince

“Whatdoyoumean?”

“Let’sgohomeandeverythingwillbeclear”hesays

kissingherandclimbingdownthebed“Iwillgosort

outthepaperwork”heleavesherasshockedas

sheis

Thejourneybackherewasn’tpleasantatall,

Boitumelodidn’twanthersondischargedbecause



sheisafraidhewon’tmakeittoobuther

grandfatherpromisedherthatallwillbeokay

althoughsheisstillnotateasewiththiswhole

thing.Andcomingherewhereshewasonce

pusheddownthestairsiscreepinghertoo,she

doesn’tunderstandwhytheycouldn’tarriveat

Ndlovukazi’shouseinsteadofthepalacebutthen

againsheisthankfulshewon’tdealwith

Ndlovukazispoiltroyalbrats.Sheopensthedoor

leavingtheroomthatMaNkosiwarmlywelcomed

herintosearchforVulamasangowhohassome

seriousexplainingtodobutNdlovukazimeether

downthepassageandwarmsherwithatenderhug

“OhMaDlomoyouevenlostweight”sheremarks

concernedscanningher“Whereareyougoing?”

“I’mlookingforSangoIhaven’tseenmyson”

Ndlovukazipullsherbacktotheroom,shejust

obligeswithaheavyheart.Comingherewasn’t

easyforher,shecouldn’ttravelwithhersoninher

armsbecausehergrandfatherandGumedeinsisted

thattheyhavetobetheonewiththetwinsuntilthe



namingceremony,theysaidthetwocannotbe

separateduntilthen“Ijustwanttoholdmyson”she

explainssittingdown

“Iknowbabyandaftertomorrowyouwillholdhim

allyouwant”

“Butwhycan’tIholdhimtoday,heisveryfragile

MaaIneedtomakesureheisokay”sheexplains

worriedly

“GumedeandNtateMorenawillmakesureofall

thatjustforonenightonly”shejustsighsstillnot

happy“IwillbebackI’mgoingtofixyouabowlof

softporridge,yourtooskinnyforanewmother”she

frowns

“Maait’stoolateforallthatandwealreadyate”

“MaDlomothatboyisgoingtosuckallthemilkin

you,youneedtohaveatleastthreebowlsperday”

sheinformshappilyalreadyonherstepsbuther

sonwalkin

“Maa”heacknowledgestakingoffhisshoesbut

Ndlovukazispankshisheadhard“Maaaaa”he

exclaimshocked



“Whatareyoudoing?”Ndlovukaziasksnotpleased

“TakingofmyshoessoIcansleep”heexplains

“You’renotsleepingwithMaDlomo,youknow

whereyourroomis”

“ThisismadnessMaa,IknowI’mnotsupposedto

touchherforatleastoneweek”bothwomenlaugh

“Sixmonths”hismomclarifiesandhismouth

opensagapeinshock“SixmonthsVulamasango”

sherepeatsagainleavingtheroom

AsthedawnbreakintheDlomopalaceNdlovukazi

walksinBoitumelo’sroomwhoiscurledwith

Khwezinexttoher.Sheisnothappybeingwoken

upsoearlyinthemorningbutshequicklyfreshen

upandwearlongdresswithdoekonherheadas

instructedandascarfonhershoulders.Ndlovukazi

makesherdrinkanotherbowlofsoftporridge

whichshefeelsit’sallunnecessary.Vulaalso

walksinthekitchenannoyedashell,hedoesn’t

understandwhyhismomispersistentonkeeping

himawayfromhisheaven.



“Maathatbedfeelsitchy”hecomplainswithout

evengreetingandheearnshimselfalaughfromhis

women“Andtheroomisverycold”

“I’msureyou’remorethancapabletobuyyourselfa

newmattressandaheatertowarmyouup”he

ignoreshismotherextremelybored

“Howdidyousleepmyheaven?”heaskskissing

hershoulderbutsheflincheslookingatNdlovukazi

wholaughsleavingthetwolovebirdsinthekitchen

“Areyoureadyfortoday?”heaskssittingontopof

thetablebeforeherandtakingherbowldrinking

fromittoo

“Idon’tknowmylovebutlikeyousaid,let’sjustdo

itandgetitoveranddonewith”heputsthebowlon

thetableandpullsheruptostandbetweenhislegs

“Wearegoingtobeokay”heassureskissingher

forehead“Andtonightyouwillhaveboyinyour

arms”shesmiles

“Andhecanrelievemefromallthispainfulfull

breast”shesaysbrushingherfullbreasttryingto

easethembuttheVulareceivesthewrong



message.Hismemberisstartingtotwitchinhis

pants

“Myheavenstopdoingthat”hereprimands“letme

see”hetakesherleftboobandsuckthemilk

“Sango!!”sheexclaimpullingbackbutVulawraps

herclosewithhisleg

“Iwanttotastemyson’smilk,Idon’twanthim

eating‘amasi’Ihavetomakesureit’ssweet

enough”hepullshercloseonceagainandputher

breastinhismouthsucking.Boitumeloisnow

laughingloudenjoyingthefeeling.

“BoMkhabelaareshakingintheirgraves”UncleZwe

saywalkinginandVulaquicklypullsBoitumelo

closetohischestlaughingashewipesthecorners

ofhismouth“Wearereadyforthebothofyou”he

informsshakinghisheadasheleaves

“Sango”sheexclaimonceagainstilllaughingin

embarrassment

“It’snotbadbutnotsweetenough,Iwillbuyyou

danonetomakeitsweet”hesayspullingherout

thedoor



Everyoneisalreadysitedwhentheyenterthesmall

cottage,sheholdsVula’shandtightwhenshefeels

staresonthembutwhenhereyeslandtohertwo

babiesonthefloorhereyesinstantlysparklein

tears.Gumedepointsthemtohaveaseatbeside

theirchildrenonthefloor.MthoandTjcomesin

pushingtwogoatsandtheystandbeforeGumede

withthemtightlytrappedbetweentheirlegs.

Gumedetakesablackishashfromhiscreepy

bottlesandmarkthetwogoatsonthehead,thenhe

pointsUncleZwewithahorninhishand.

UncleZwecomeswithaknifeandhecutthefirst

goatstail“Mhambi”hesaysandsprinkletheblood

ofthetailonMampe’sforeheadthenhecutsthe

otheroneandsay“Mkhonto”buthedoesn’t

sprinkleboywiththeblood.Boitumeloisburning

butsheisholdinghertits,herlittlemanisnoteven

covered,histinybodyisjustondisplaywhileashis

sisteriscoveredwithawiredanimalskin.Uncle

ZwetakesMampeandsitswithhernexttohergoat



“MhambiDlomo,ourmajesticseertravellerwe

apologizefornothonouringyou,weapologizefor

notacknowledgingyourpresencebutweare

thankfulforchoosingyourpresenceinus,weare

thankfulforrelivingonceagainwithinusalthoughit

wasshortlivedbutstillThankyouMhambiDlomo.

Wewillwaitforyoureturnwithhonourourroyal

seer,pleasefreeyourbrotherfromyourshieldbut

alwayslookoutforhimatalltimesguidehimtobe

thegreatkingheismeanttobe.Don’trestMhambi,

riseandshinebrightourtraveller”heputslittle

MhambidownandVulawipesboitumelo’stears

kissinghershoulders.Hepicksthelittleman

“MkhontoDlomo,ourmajestickingofpeace.Thank

youforliftingthecurseuponus,thankyoufor

comingbacktous.Yourroleistobringpeaceand

harmonyamongstusDinangwe.Pleasepartfrom

yoursister,lethergoshineforyouMkhonto,she

willreturnandyouwilllookoutforherbutnowit’s

timeforhertolookoutforyou”heputsMkhontoin

hismother’sarmsandforthefirsttime,thelittle

manwailshistinyvoiceoutloud.Boitumeloisabit



startledshewasn’tawarethatthelittlemanhasn’t

crieduntiljustnow.Sheroughlytakesherscarfand

coverthelittleMkhonto’stinybodytryingto

‘shoosh’him

“LethimbeMaDlomo”UncleZwesaytothe

frustratedboitumelotryingtocalmlittleMkhonto

down“OvertoyouGumede”hesaysgoingbackto

hisseat

“BoMkhabela,BoDinangweitsadnessmetoinform

youallthatMhambiDlomowasgoingtobeourfirst

royalseerintheDlomoKingdomlikeoursoontobe

inauguratedKingMorenaMotaung.Wewere

blessedwithakingandaseeratthesametimebut

becausewedidn’tacknowledgehermaternal

ancestorsintimeherlifehadtobecutshort.No

royalseerhasneverbeenbornoutofwedlockand

forustobereadyforherreturnwehavetomarry

MaDlomoimmediatelybecauseweallknowthat

oncetheroyalseerchoosesherguardians,shewill

definitelyreturnandwehavetobereadyand

preparedforthat”heburpshardgroaningthenhe



takesthetwotailsputtingthembesideMhambiand

hecloseshiseyesputtinghishandsoverherbody

“MhambiDlomoIapologizefornotseeingyou,your

powerswerewithinmyreachonlyaroyalseer

couldseeanotherroyalseer,perhapsifwefixed

thingsintimewiththeMotaungsKingMorena

Motaungwouldhavesawyou,pleaseapologisefor

thetwofamiliestoourprotectors”heopenshis

eyesandsmiles“Makotiyourdaughterwantsyou

toknowthatthelionsinyourdreamsitwasalways

herandherbrother,shesaysshewillneverharm

youinanywayandyoushouldnotbeafraidofher

whenshevisitsyou,sheasksthatyouloveand

protectKhwezilikeyourown,nomatterwhat

happensKhweziandMkhontoshouldalwaysbe

withyou”helooksatVula“Youhaveapowerful

daughter,sheonlyasksthatyoucleansetheblood

onyourhandssoyoucanseehertoo.Sheistoo

puretoavailherselfinyourtaintedhandsnow”Vula

instantlyshootsweatswallowingtheacheinhis

throat



“Whatblood?”sheasksinawhisperrocking

Mkhontoinherarms
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THEPROPOSAL

BOITUMELO

Herangerisshootingtheskyshewasmorethan

lividwhenshewastoldshecannotburyher

daughter,apparentlyinhistraditionsheisnot

supposedtobeongraveyardbecausesheisanew

mother.SheisburningfirewaitingforVulatocome



tellherhowhelaidherdaughtertorestandhealso

needtoexplainthebloodthinghe’sbeenavoiding.

Vulamasangoistoomuchofanangeltokillanyone

itmustbeslaughteringanimal’sblood,justasshe

isthinkinghewalksinlookinglikeathingofthe

past.Okayhelookstormentedmaybehecandothe

explaininglaternowhelookslikeheneeds

someonetoholdhimdown

“Bunny”shecalloutsittingnexttohimdownonthe

bed,hejustretireddownonthecarpetrelaxinghis

headontheedgeofthebed“Youlooklikeaonce

uponatime”sheremarkscoveringherhandaround

hisneck

“Sthandwasami”herepliesslightlysmiling

“Areyouokay”

“Iwillbefinemommy,canIgetakiss?”shelaughs

nodding.Hepullshercloserandpeckhernose

beforepleasuringherlipswithawetkiss

“Talktome”shesayswhenheletsgo,fromthat

kisssheconfirmedthatindeedheistroubled



“Myheavenithurtsnotbeingabletoseeher,you

knowwhenthatlittlecasketwentdownmyheart

tornapartmoreatthefactthatitwasthelasttimeI

seeher,whatifwithtimemyminderasesherimage

inme?WhatifintimeInolongerrememberhowmy

daughterlookslike”hesettleshisheadbacktothe

edgeofthebedsighingheavily

“I’malsoscaredofthattoobunnybutyouknow

whatIconsolemyselfwith”hedeniesshakinghis

head“thatIhaveyoutoremindmeandtheking

downtowntobringherback”shewinksandhe

laughshard

“You’recrazyyouknowthat”heremarksstill

laughing

“Crazyabouttheonewhoownsmyheart”hepulls

hertositastridehislegs

“DoI?”heasksbutsheisabitconfused“DoIreally

ownyourheart?”heclarifiesandsheflusheswith

desire

“You’remyworldbaby”shesaysnowwrappingher

handsaroundhisneck.Heissopleasedheeven



forgothejustcamefromburyinghisdaughter

“Thankyoumyheavenbutthat’snotenough”she

frownsbuthelaughsheroff“CanIpleasebeyour

forever?”shenodssmiling“doyouunderstand

whatI’masking”heasksagain

“YesmyloveIwillbeyourforever”hesmilesand

peckhershoulder

“Thankyoumommy”hesaysslightlyliftingherwith

hislegsashereachesforhispocketpants“Inthat

caseIsaylet’sstartwithforevermyheaven”he

opensSharonCoxSignatureengagementboxwith

anextravagantdiamondring,hermouthagapein

shockorexcitementbutsheisawe“Pleasemy

heaven”hebegs

“Areyousure”sheasksstillflabbergasted.Yesshe

knewthateventuallyhewillproposebecausefrom

dayonehe’sbeenwantinghertobehisforeverbut

sheisstillstunned,shedidn’texpectthistodayand

thewayhissayingittodayisquitedifferentfrom

otherdays,todayit’slikehisaskinghersoul



permissiontotietohisforever

“IhavebeensurethefirstdayIsawyouinpark

stationkfcwithahugepurpletravellingbag”she

smilesreminiscingbackmemorylane

“AndIsawahunkstandingbytheentrance,I

actuallywonderedwhatyourshoesizewasback

thenyazi”shesaysthinkingandhefrowns

“Why?”heasksnotpleased“WasIwearingbig

shoes”stupidman

“NoIwantedtoconfirmifyou’reafullpackage”his

expressionstellsthatheisstillconfused“Youdon’t

knowwhattheysayaboutmen’sshoes”hedenies

nowithhishead“welltheysay‘Thebiggertheshoe,

thebiggerthepipe’”heisnowinstitchesof

laughterrollingdownthecarpetpositioningher

gentlyontopofhisweight

“Damn!Iloveyouwoman”heremarkscuppingher

faceandgentlybrushingherhairpullingherdown

tohisface“Pleasemarryme”heasksagain

suddenlyserious,shesmilesandnod



“Yes,No”shereplies

“Yes,Nowhatthehellisthat”heaskswithafrown

“YesIwillmarryyoubutIwantyoutodoitproperly”

heisnownarrowinghiseyeslisteningtothis

nonsense“Iwantyoutogodownonyourknee,

pouryourheartoutlikeinmovies”helaughs

“WomanI’monmyback”indeedsheisontopof

himwithhimlyingonthecarpet

“ShowmewhatyoumadeofSango,movies

proposalornowife”helaughsstandingwithher

wrappedaroundhiswaist

“Okay”heputsthegigglingboitumeloonthebed

“Sontakenotes”hesaystothesleepingMkhonto

ontopofthebedashegoesdownonisknee

beforehismother‘Ifoundalove,Forme,Darling

justdiverightinandfollowmylead,Ifoundagirl,

Beautifulandswee…..’sheislaughingherlungsout

beforehecouldfinish“What”heasksalsosmiling

“It’sabeautifulsongbutnah”sheremarksstill

laughing



“Ohcomeonbabe”shelaughs“Okay,howisthis

one”heclearshisthroat“Rosesarered,violetsare

blue,ifyoumarryme,I….”sheislaughinghardonce

again

“Ohhellnomylove,TylerPerrywouldbebrokento

hearyouusingthatlinetopropose”

“PleaseZululami”hebegsonceagaintakingboth

herhandsinhis

“It’saYesSangobut”theformingsmileonhisface

quicklyturnsintoafrown“IwillmarryyoubutI

wantyoutoknownowthatifyoueverbringany

womaninthisunionI’mwalkingoutofthedoor

withmychildren,areweclear”henodsrapidly

“Nosecondorthirdwife,onlyyoumyheavenI

understand”heconfirms

“Thenyouhaveyourselfafiancé”shegiveshimher

handandheslipstheringonherfingersmilingwith

hisdimplesondisplay

“Thankyou”hekissesherhandandleaveherthere



walkingtothebalcony,heopenstheslidingdoors

andscream“PEOPLEVULAMASANGOISGETTING

MARRIEDTOTHELOVEOFHISLIFE”theguards

outsidescreambackwhistling.Boitumeloisinbed

oflaughter

“Dinangweit’slateyourmakingnoise”she

reprimandsstilllaughingwhenhewalksbackwith

hiscontagioussmile

“Idon’tcare”hekissesheronceagain“Youagreeto

beingmineforever”shenodsonceagain“Iguess

mydaughterdolovedaddyafterall,onthedayof

herfuneralmommyfinaldecidetobeMrs.Dlomo,

Thankyousomuch”hesoexcitedhedoesn’twant

tocontainhimself,heclimbthebedandstarts

dancinghiszuludancesingingclannames.

Boitumeloislaughingoutloud,shetakesherson

whojustwokeupfromhisfather’sdramatic

jumpingonthebedhappiness

“Sangoyou’rescaringmyson”shesaystryingto

shushMkhontobuthishavingnoneofit.Down

stairsthefamilyishavingdinneraftertheheart

breakfuneraloftheirgrandchild,theyallstareupat



thechandeliershakinguponthecentreofthetable.

WhatinZululandishappening,theyallwonder

whentheyhearloudscreamoftheirclanpraisesas

theywatchtheshakingchandelier.Tjisthefirstone

toCasterSemenyathestairsuptohissister’sroom,

hefliesthedooropentofindagrownasszuluman

dancingontopofthebed

“Doweneedtotakehimtoamentalinstitution,

grievecandamagepeople”heaskshissister

kneelingbeforeherbutshejustlaughswith

Mkhontoinherarms“whatiswrongwithhim?”just

asheasksthewholefamilybudgesinallin

question.Theystandrootedwaitingforclarityfrom

thedancerhimself,hecontainshishappinessabit

andlookatallofthem

“PeopleI’mgettingmarried,MaMotaungjustagreed

tomarryme”heexplainstothecrewbutmultiple

‘mxm’areheard,someareevenrollingtheireyes

“Andwhogaveyoupermission?”NtateTauasks

andhishappinessisinstantlyreplacedwithfear



“Ithought…”

“Youthoughtwrongyourzuluassisnotmarrying

mydaughter”nowthisisfunnytothispeoplethey

arealllaughingtheirlungsout

“Papayou…”Boitumelotriestointervenebuther

brothernudgesherwithanelbowandwinks,she

knowswhatthatmeanstheyarepullinghisleg.

Theyallexittheroomonebyoneleavingthe

sorrowfulVulawhoonceagainlookslikehisworld

isending.WhenntateTauexitshejumpsdownthe

bedandfollowhimbegging

“Congratulations”Tjsaytohissisterwhentheyare

allaloneintheroom“Hisjustpullinghisleg,itwas

decidedatdinnerthatyoutwoaregettingmarried

becauseit’swhattheancestorswant”sheeases

herpalpitatingheartabit

“ThankGodIalmostdied”helaughsheroff

“Noonecancomebetweenthetwoofyou,evena

foolcanseethatyou’rebothmeanttobe”he

assuresandshesmilesinpleasure

“DoesthatmeanIhaveyourblessingsandyoucan



stopgivinghimahardtime?”henodskissingher

cheeks.

***

MTHOKOZISI

HeislookingatNdlovukaziwithnothingbutpure

hatewhenhewakeshim09:00oclockinthe

morning,hewasstillenjoyinghissleepbecause

lastnighttheysleptverylatecelebratingVula’s

engagementandnowthereisawomanwitha

metalbasinandaknifeinherhandsbeatingthem

togethermakingthemostannoyingsoundonearth.

Andwhatwasshegoingtodowiththatknifeand

metalbasin,cuthistripeoutandcollectitwiththe

basin,sheneedstoberemindedthatheisadie

hard

“Whitepeopledon’tdie”heinformskickingthe

blanketswithsomuchannoyance

“Whosaidanythingaboutkillingyou,I’mcoming



backtopeelthatskinofyoursifyou’renotonthe

tableintenminute”hecringescurlinghimself

“HaiMaa!”heexclaimasNdlovukazileaves.She

knowshevalueshisskinmorethananything,you

candoanythingtohimbutdon’tdarescratchhis

skin“Iwillbetherein5”hescreamsjumpinginto

thebathroom

Heisconfusedtowalkintoafulltablewitheyeson

him,helooksathispartnerincrimebuthis

expressionisclosed,whatthef*ckdidhedothat

Vuladidn’tdo?Hewondersastakesasit

“Dumelang”theSothosonthetablegreethimback

buttheZulusnarrowtheireyesathim“Ididn’tdoit”

hesayswhenherealisepeoplearestillstaringat

him

“Mtho…”NtateMorenanudgesuncleZwewithan

elbowtolethimincriminatehimself

“Really?Explainthen”NtateMorenasayswith

containedlaughterexpression.Hesighs!



“IswearIdidn’tdoit,Vulasaweverythinghecried

somuchwhenithappened”thefrownonVula’s

facesayshedoesn’tknowwhatheistalkingabout,

rightnowhewishestobesatnexttohimtospank

hisheadbacktoreality“SherapedmeIdidn’tdoit,

itwasevenmyfirsttimeandsherapedme”Tjcan’t

takeithejustexplodedinlaughter“Andshewasn’t

gentleatall,shebruisedmy….my….mywiwi”

“Andwhydidn’tyoureport”NtateMorenaonce

againasks

“ShethreatenedtodoittoVulatooandIwas

scaredformylittlebrother,soIdecidedIwilltake

alltherapingsforhimtoo”NtateMorenanods

fakingtounderstand

“Sowhatdoyousuggestwedo?”heasks

“GotobabSheziandaskforherhand,thereis

nothingwecando.Thewomantookadvantageof

myinnocenceandnowsheisclaimingthather

monstrousactresultedinathirdperson.Iwilltake

careofherandthechildeventhoughIwillforever

behurtthinkingofhowsherapedmecountless



times”thehurtinhiseyesyouwouldthinkthisis

real

“Shezi,shezi”unclezweasksandhenods,heis

goodfriendswithbabSheziLihle’sfather“Areyou

sayingLihleispregnant?”heasks

“Yesbecausesherapedme”sigh!“Iguessyouare

havingyourfirstgrandchildLungisa”hesays

lookingatthemanwhoisnewtoMtho,hisheartis

racingthiscouldbeLihle’sunclewhocameto

reportthepregnancy

“Hello,Hi,Baba”hesayswavinghishandtogain

Lungisa’sattention“Iagreesheispregnantwithmy

childbutsherapedmesoyouShezisneedtocome

hereandpayformyinnocence,Ididn’tknow

anythingabout….aboutgrownpeopledeedsbefore

her”Lungisaislaughinghislungsout,thisboytook

hisfather’shumourtoo

“WellatleastnowweknowwehavetheShezis

comingourway,Mthokozisithisisnotaboutwhat

youdowithyourvirginwiwi”unclezweinforms

“It’snot?”hefrowns



“Mtanamiyouhavebeenaskinguswhoyourfather

is”henods“thisisnotLihle’suncle,heisyour

father”hesayspointingatLungisaandhiseyesare

readytoleavethesockets“thisisLungisaKhoza,

heisKhozaLuthando’shusband’suncleandheis

yourfather”

“Thef*ck”heexclaimsstanding
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NDLOVUKAZIWILLVOUCHFORHER

MTHOKOZISI

Someoneoncesaidsomethingsarebetteroffleft

inthedungeonsofdarkness,bringingsomethings

tolightmaycausemorecatastrophethantriumph.

Yeshewantedtoknowhisfather,hewantedhis

childrentotakehisappropriaterightfulnamebuthe

didn’teveninasingledayimagenthathebelonged

tothedemonicKhozas.Heneverthoughtthatthe

bloodflowingthroughhisveinsmatchesthoseof

thepeopleheabhorinallformsoftheirexistence,

particularlySihleandKhozathosetohimarethe

CerseiandJaimeLannisterthemostforbidden

beingsonearth

“Areyouokay?”thevoicecomesfrombehind,he’s

beensittinginthebalconylookingatthesunset

fromthesky,thisdaytohimwasasworseasthey

come.



“Hai!Bafosizothini”(whatwillwesay)hejustshrug,

thishithimhard

“IwishIcansayIknowhowyoufeelbutIdon’tbut

Iwantyoutoknowthatyouwillalwaysbemy

brother,bloodornotbloodyourmydayonenigger

bafo”heassuresandtheyfistbumponitsited

“Iknowbafobutthat’snotthereasonformylemon

mood”Vulachucklesgivinghimacontinuelook

“Lulu,he,theydidn’tsayanythingabouther,does

thatmeansheisnotmysister?”heisaskingthe

wrongpersonbutbecausehewantshimtospeak

hewillparticipate

“Ormaybetheydon’tknowabouther,weshould

havementionedher”Vulasuggestsbecausehe

stormedoutinthemorningandtheywereall

advisedtogivehimsomespacetotakeinthenews

“Oryoucantalktoyourfatherandaskhimabout

her”

“YahIshoulddosobut”heturnsattheirbackto

checkifthecoastisclear“Khoza,whathappenedto

him”heasksVulainawhisper



“Idon’tknow,IhavebeentryingtoreachSbudaand

Sizweforanupdatebutboththeyarenotavailable

atthemomentmaybelaterwe’llreachthem”

“Doyouthinktheyalreadykilledhim?”heasks

againinawhisper

“Idon’tknowbuttheywantedsomeone’sbloodto

payforKhweziandmyheaven’stragedybutforour

sakeIhopenot,thatmotherf*ckerisyourunclewe

can’thavehisbloodonourhands”Vulainforms

“Saysthemanwithhisfirstwife’sbloodonhis

hands,speakingofthathaveyoutoldmakotiyet?”

“Yet?Neverimnevertellingmywifethatshit,its

bestshethinksI’manangel,Ijustdon’twantherto

knowKhwezi’smothercostherherdaughter”he

confess

“IthinkyourbeingparanoidmakotilovesKhwezi

shewouldn’tdoanythingtoher,I’mactuallyhurtfor

makotithatyouwouldthinksomethingsocruelof

her”hesaysdramaticallyholdinghishurtchest



“Youthink?”

“IknowandI’mcertain,tellthetruthbeforeyourass

sinksandsheleavesyou’relyingassbutdon’ttell

herhowwekilledthem,justsayshefellintothe

riverorsomethingnotthetractorbladechopping

please”theybothlaugh

“YourrightIwilltellherbutontheconditionthat

youalsotalktoyourfather”hethrowshimalook“I

meanitnjalo,infactlet’sfindhim,Iwanttomake

sureIleaveyoutalkingtohim”Vulastandsfirstand

givehimhishandbuthespanksit

“Idon’tneedyoursteelhandtostand”theybothexit

thebalconyinsearchforLungisaandtheyfindhim

outsideunderthetreewithSihle,Vulafrown

becauseshegavethiswomancashtodisappear

fromthefaceoftheearthbutheresheisagainin

hishomeatallplacesandnowMthobeingrelated

tothiswitchheisgoingtohavetoseethelikesof

heroften.Hethinkshebettergoinformhiswife

aboutSihle’spresencebecauseshesaidshenever

wantstoseehereveragain.



“BabLungisa”VulaacknowledgesLungisabut

burningSihlewithhisdisgustedlook

“Ihearwearecousins”SihlesaytoMthoavoiding

Vulastarethatfeelslikeneedlespenetratingaskin

“SoIheartoo,canIhaveawordwiththeoldman

alone”Lungisaisabithurt,hewantedhimtosay

myfatherbutheunderstandsthathehastoearn

histrustfirst.Vulaisthefirstonetoleavethescene

andSihleisrightbehindhimtryingtocatchupon

hishurriedlysteps

“I’msosorry”Lungisaapologisesfirsttoclearthe

heavyawkwardnessbetweenthem

“Why?”heaskslookingathim

“MthokozisiIcomefromabrokenfamily,afamily

wherebrotherssleepswithsisters,afamilywhere

themostnotoriousistheleader.Iwantedyouto

haveanormallife,Iwantedyoutohaveadecent

upbringingandIknewyourmother’sfamilywould

giveyouallthatsoIgaveyoutothemandassured

thatIwilldisappearandnothaveanythingtodo



withyousothatKhozacannotfindoutthatyour

minebecauseifhedid,youwouldhaveturnedout

tobeoneofhisroyalsacrificefoetus”Mthofrowns

“Whatexactlydoeshewant?”

“Hewantstorulethiskingdomandhebelievesthat

ifhecanhaveapurebreedfromthisfamilyhecan

performaceremonyandstrengthenhimselfwith

thefoetus’spuritybutlatelyLuthandosayheisnow

particularlylookingforVula’sseed”

“Why?”heasksagain

“Vulaisablessedchild,Gumedesaidhewasborn

betweentwinsforapurpose,hisseedliftedthe

curseonhisfamilysohavingVula’sseedtohim

meansmorepowerandwealth,hemightevenrule

thewholecountryifhegetshishandsonVula’s

seed”heexplains

“Goodthingwehavehimcapt….hmm!”heclearshis

throatrefraininghisslipperytonguefromspilling

thebeans“wehavehimwherewewantbecausewe

knowallabouthisdirtyplans”Lungisanods“CanI



askyousomething”

“Anything”

“Whenyouwereouttherestartingafreshdidyou

perhapsmeetsomeone?”Lungisafrowns

“IfyouwanttoknowifI’mmarried,imnotmyson”

“Butyou…..youknow”hepointshisheadandeyes

betweenLungisa’slegs

“Iwhat?”Lungisaaskslost

“Eish!”hescratcheshishead“Yourwiwi,didyou

sometimesuseit”Lungisalaughs

“OfcoursesonI’maman”heclearsthemistinhis

throatonceagain

“Thethingis,I’mnotaskingyouthistodisrespect

youoranythingbutImetsomeonewholooksjust

likemebutonthedarkerside,sheisagirlandIwas

undertheimpressionthatsheismysister”

“Youfoundher?”heasksonhisfeetpoppinghis

eyes

“Youknowher”henodswithasighweighingthe



chairbackdown

“Ijustfoundoutabouthermyself,Ididn’tknowbutI

wasgoingtostartmysearchforherandyour

cousinsassoonasnextweek.Ihavetocleanseall

ofyouandperformaceremonytocleansethe

curseonyouall”

“Hai!I’mnotcursed”hetellscurlinghimselfabit

andhisfatherlaughs

“Noyou’renot,youwereshieldedbyyourmother’s

ancestorsbutIcan’tsaythesameabouther,isshe

okay?”

“Sheisfine,Icancallherifyouwant”Lungisajust

smileshappilynodding

***

SIHLE

ShefollowsVulainahurrywithanattempttocatch

uponhimbutheiswalkingsodamnfastit’slikehe

isreallytryingtorunher.Sheisoglinghimashe

walksbeforeher,theguyisstillperfectandthat



milliondollarwalkofhismatchesthosebrackets

betweenhislegsandthosebroadshoulders,she

imagensherselfnicelyinhisarmsonceagain.Her

underweardumpsupatthethoughtofVula’sbroad

shoulders

“Vuvu”shecallsoutwhensheseesthatshewon’t

catchupwithhim“Vuvu”shecallsagain,louder

thistime

“WHAT”heturnswithaframeofannoyanceonhis

face

“Hey”shesaysabitdisappointedtryingtocatch

herbreathandfigureouttheexactwordssheis

lookingfor“I’msorry”

“Whatfor?”heaskswithapitchednose

“ForeverythingIdidtoyou,mybrotherwas

blackmailingmeyouknowthat”thishastobethe

fakestapologyonearthbuthedoesn’tcare

“Okay”hesaysandturnsbacktohissteps

“Vuvu”shecallsonceagainandthistimeheturns



withhatredmarchingstraighttoherface

“Whatthef*cktoyouwant?”heasksinchesaway

fromherface.Sheisabitafraidbutshepromised

herselftofightforhimandthisisherdoingso

“Iwantyouback”thewordsinherheadcomeslife

fromherlipsinawhisper.Helaughshardand

movehisheadawayfromhersabit

“Areyouserious?”heasksstilllaughing

“Witheverythinginme,youcanevenmakemeyour

secondwifepleaseVuvuwami”shebegsandthe

desperationinhervoiceisnotcute.Vulahates

desperationmorethananythingandthisjustticked

himthewrongwaybecauseifsheisthisdesperate

shemightresorttowitchcraftonceagainjustto

havehim.

“Youhavetobethesickestwomanontheplanet,

afterwhatyoudidyouthinkIwouldwanttobed

you”helooksinhereyes“womangetalife,Idon’t

wantyouandIwillneverwantyouevenifyouwere

thelastwomanonearth”heleaveshershocked

andthedisappointedfrustratedSihleturnsbackin



searchofsisLu.Sheisnotgivingupandthisisher

startingtofightfortheloveofherlife,SisLuknows

herbrothermaybeshemighthelp.Shethrows

herselfinLuthando’sroomfindingheronthebed

withherphone

“Ihaven’theardfrommyhusbandinaweek,doyou

thinkheis…….aurgh!Thebastardisprobably

sleepingwiththewholeJoburg”Luthandosay

throwingherphoneaway“Andthenwena?Whatis

wrong?”sheasksthefrownedSihlewholooks

troubled

“Iwillneverhavehimagain,willI?”Luthandoislost

“Who?”sheasks

“Vuvu,hewantsnothingtodowithmeandIstill

wanthim”Luthandolaughs

“I’mafraidtosaythisbutmakepeacewithyour

heartbeforeyoupisshimoff,Vulaishappywith

Tumiandtheyareevenengaged….”

“Theyare?”sheasksinaskance



“A.aHlehleIknowthatlook”shereprimandssitting

upstraight“wehaveasecondchancepleasedon’t

messitupoveryouroldfeelingforVula,him

knowingweprotectedhischildrenwillearnushis

trustbacksopleasedon’tdestroyallthatfora

crush”

“It’snotacrushsisLu,Ireallydostilllovehim.The

guywasmyfirstineverythingandIcanstillfeelhis

toucheventoday”thepainedtruthinhereyestells

thatsheindeedislongingforVula’saffectiononce

again.Luthandosighsheavilycontemplatingon

whethertohelpherornotbutbecausesheloves

thisgirlsheisdefinitelyhelpingher

“Perhapsthereisawaywecangoaboutit,theroyal

culturalway”Sihleinstantlyshootherearswith

eager“Backintheoldendays,PrincesandKings

weren’ttheonlyoneswiththepowertoaskfora

handinmarriage,PrincessesandQueensdidthat

tooandwhenitwasthefemalesthatasksfor

hands,theprinceandkingshandnopowerto

declinetherequestasitwassaidtobeablessing

foraroyalfemaletobetheonechoosingtheirroyal



malepartners”

“OkaymeaningIwouldhavetoproposemarriageto

Vuvu”sheaskswithsomuchenthusiasm

“No,thecouncil.Informyourelderbeingbab

LungisathatyouwantVulatomarryyou,hewill

havetocomewiththeproposaltothecounciland

thentheywillinformmyunclewhowillhaveno

powertodenybecausethecouncilalreadyknows.

ThecouncilwillinformVulatoobut”shehalts

thinking“Mymotherbeingtheproposedprince’s

motheristheonethathastherighttodisputethe

marriage,andGumedeifIremembercorrectly.If

mymothercanapprovethemarriagethenyour

goodtogoorifGumedecanattestthatthe

ancestorsapprovalaslongaseitherbetweenthe

twocanvouchforyouthenyoucanbeVula’s

secondwife”shehappilythrowsherselfin

Luthando’sembrace

“SisLuyou’rethebest”

“Notsofast,howdowegetMaaorGumedeto



vouchforyoubeforethecouncil?”theybothgetlost

inthinkingforamoment

“Maybewecanfindsomethingtoblackmaileither

ofthem”Sihlesuggests

“Butwhatexactly?”

“Idon’tknow,maybeyouknowyourmothers

darkestsecret”Luthandolaughs

“Thatwomanisanopenbookbutyouknowwhat,

maybewecanplanttheideainmyhusband’shead

hemighthelpbecausehewantsVula’sseedbut

youknowthatyouwillhavetogivehimthefirst

foetusfromyouandVula”shenodshesitantly

“Ireallywantedtodothingsdifferentlythistimebut

ifit’stheonlyoptionwehavethenIwilldoit”they

bothnodonitinagreement“ThankyousisLu”

“Anythingforyoubabybutpleaseifthisbackfires

don’ttakemedownwithyou”shepleads

“Itwon’t”sheassures

“Gotellamaidtogetussomechampagneto

celebrateyourupcomingwedding”theybothlaugh



happilyasSihleleavestheroom.

Thingsarelookingupforher,shemighthaveher

happilyeverafteratlast.Shehearslowered

gigglingassheapproachacornerdownthestairs,

shegentlesherstepsandslowlyeavesdrophiding

bythecorner

“Stopbeingstubborn,youknowyouenjoyme”

that’suncleZwe’svoice

“Zwepleaseleave,wecan’tkeepdoingthis”that’s

Ndlovukazi’svoicegiggling

“You’remyfirstwifeandyouknowit,I’msleeping

withyoutonight”hetells

“MaNkosi….”Hecutsher

“Leavethemtome,I’maKingnowifeofmine

questionsmewellexceptyou”nowSihlegently

looksandNdlovukaziisinUncleZwe’sarms,his

holdingherfullwaistclosetohim“Iwillseeyou

tonightwife,wearthatpetticoatIlike”hepecksher

lipsandleaveherblushingbythedoorasshe



fastensherdressinggownbelt.

Wellwellwhatdowehavehere,lookslike

Christmascameearlierthanexpected.Theywon’t

beingneedingKhozaandhissickwaysafterall.

Ndlovukaziwillvouchforher.Shethinkstoherself

asshehappilyturnbacktoinformherpartnerin

crime
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VULAMASANGO



It’sbeenaweekoftotalbliss,theMotaungsare

preparingtogobackhomeforthepreparationof

NtateMorena’sinaugurationandNtateTaufinally

gavehimhisblessingstowedhisdaughtertheonly

thingthatslapshardisthatheisgoingtohaveto

departwithhisqueenforamonthortwoforher

maternityleave.Hewantedhertostaywithhimand

triedtoconvincehisunclestosaytheirchildcannot

growoutoftheircarebuthewasallaloneinthat.

NdlovukaziadamantlyinsistedthatTumileaves

withhisfamilybecausesomehowshefearsforthe

littleMkhontoherebutshealsowantedTumiaway

fromVulabecausesheoncewalkedinherroomto

findVulatryingtobedher.Vulaisfrustratedashell,

hejustwantstohit.Thischildcameunexpected,he

hadthoughthewouldbanghereverydayinher

eightmonthjusttoquenchhiscomingthirstbuthis

childrenpoppedbeforehecoulddothat.

Hewalksinonhercomingfromthebath,sheis

insecureasf*ckwithherbodylatelyandhedoesn’t

likethefactthatshehidesherbodyfromhiminall



wayspossible.Shetakesherfluffygownfromthe

bedandtriestoquicklywalktoherdressingroom

buthefliestothedoorandblockher

“Whatareyoudoing?”sheaskstightlyholdingher

towel,hefightshismouthfromreplyinginsteadhis

handsfindtheirwaytothetowelknotbuthe

receivesahardspank“Oetsang”(Whatareyou

doing)nowherfaceisslowlyturningredandhe

knowsit’sredtimeindeed

“Iwanttoseewhat’smine,youhavebeenhidingit

forfartoolong”heearnshimselfamillionblinkand

‘mxm’.Heroughlypullsthetowelwhilesheleast

expecteditanddropittothefloor,shegaspsin

disbelief

“Vula…..”hedoesn’twaitforher,helifthertothe

bed“Sangoweca….”hisfacefindhersandhe

envelopsherinawetkissslowlyplacingherontop

ofthebed“Bunnywecan’tIhaven’thealed”she

saysinbetweenthekiss.Hestopsandswallowhis

wetfeelings

“Howlongdoesittakekanti,mommyI’mhornyas



f*ck”heasksreallyfrustratedbutshelaughs

pullinghisweightclosertoherbody,whichonly

infuriatesVula’smember

“Letmedressfirstthenwilltalkaboutit”shesays

pullingafleecenexttoMkhontoandcoveringthe

bothofthem,thensheslidesbeneathVulatryingin

everywaytohideherbody.Heismesmerizedbyall

thisactbuthewantstoseewhatexactlysheis

doing.Whenshefinallycoveredherbodyshe

standswalkingtothedressingroombut

“Buthumelo”shehaltsonherstepsandlookback

tohimsoftly,heonlycallsherbyhernamewhenhe

isreallypissed“Whatthef*ckareyoudoing?”she

cowersinfearoftheexpressiononhisface“Come

backhere”hesitsupstraightfromtheedgeofthe

bedandopenshislegswideforhertostandin

between“Droptheblanket”heorderslookingupat

herbutsheholdsthefleecetight“NOW”heshouts

andsheimmediatelyletthefleecedropthefloor

“SangoItoldyouwecan’t…….”heinterjectspissed



“Idon’twanttof*ckwoman,Iwanttoseewhat

exactlyyou’rehiding”hesayswithhishandrunning

throughheroncewasflatstomachandshefeels

likehidingfromthewrinkledorangeherskinhas

turnedouttobe

“Asyoucanseenothing”shesaysandtriesto

leavebuthepullsherback

“Talktomemyheaven,whatiswrong?”his

expressionabitgentlenowandshefeelsher

sparkleineyesforming

“IhatemybodySango”withablinktearsdropto

thefloor.Hepullsherandpositionherbarebodyon

hislap

“Talkmommy”heencouragesnowpeckinghernow

bitperkyboobs

“IhatethisbodyIlooklikeawrinkledrobot

peppers”hedidn’tmeantolaughbuthelaughsabit,

whocomparestheirbodytowrinkledgreenpepper

“Whatelse?”shefrownsathimandsighs

“Ilookliketriedpeaches,infacttheyaremuch



betterbecausetheyarefirmunlikeme,everything

issoloose”shesayswithsomuchannoyance

“Keepitcoming”shethrowshimalookandthey

bothfallintoastaringbattle

“SangoI’mbeingserioushere”shelosesthebattle

sighing

“AndIwanttohearwhatmywife’sbodyhasbeen

reducedto,triedpeaches,robotpeppers,whatelse

keepitcoming”mxmthismoron,shethinksto

herself.Heputsherbackonthebedandstand

beforeherslowlyundressing

“Whatareyoudoing?”sheaskswithafrownbuthe

ignoresheranddropsallhisclothesonthefloor

“Whosebodyisthis?”heaskspointingatherashe

intertwineshisforeheadwithhersslowlypushing

hertolieonthebed

“Yours”hervoicecomesouthusky

“Good,nowwhywouldyoucallmybodywrinkled?”

shetriestolookawaybuthaltshermovementwith

hisarmaroundherneck“Haveyoueverheardme



complainaboutthisbody?”sheshakesherheadno

failingtomaintaineyecontact“lookatme”he

ordersandshedoesweakly“This”hishandis

settledonherstomach“carriedmychildren,and

this”hemovestoherperkybreast“feedsmyson,

whilethisone”hishandisnowcuppinghersex

“birthedmychildren,sowomanIdon’tcarehow

youseethisbodybutinmyeyes,yourperfectin

everyway,yourmyrarestpearlonearthsoplease,

nomatterwhatdroughtswefacepleaseknowyou

willalwaysbebeautifulinmyeyes”thesmileonher

faceispriceless,shegentlylocksherlipswithhis

andsweepsallheraffectionatedesirewithhis

“Thankyou”shesaysinbetweenthekisshejust

peckher

“Don’tmove”hesayswithhiscontagioussmile

steppingoffher.Heconnectshisphoneto

speakersandplays‘BeautifulinmyeyesbyJoshua

Kadison’“Pleasedancewithme”hegivesherhis

handandshegigglestakingit

“Wearenaked”shestatestheobviousbuthejust

swiftlytuckherontopofhisfeetbecauseheknows



shecannotdanceeventosaveherlife.Hepecks

herforeheadoncemoreandsoftlysingforheras

heswaysheraroundtheroom

“You’remypeaceofmind

Inthiscrazyworld

You’reeverythingI’vetriedtofind

Yourloveisapearl

You’remyMonaLisa

You’remyrainbowskies

Andmyonlyprayeristhatyourealize……

You’llalwaysbebeautifulinmyeyes”

“Don’teverdoubtyourworthtome”hedrops

anotherforeheadkisswipinghernowwetcheeks

***

SIHLE

Sheismad,everyplanshehadisgoingsideways.

Firstherunclerefusedtohaveanypartinher



marriageproposal.HehadseenTumiandVula

togetherandhesawthatwhattheyhaveiswhat

otherpeoplerarelyfindinthiscrazyworld.Heis

disappointedthatSihleasbeautifulassheisshe

wouldwanttosettletobesecondbestandhe

thinkshemadeherseereasoninhercrazyideabut

Luthandosuggestedanotheroption,ifheruncle

cannothelphermaybeNgemamighthelp.Heisthe

eldeststubborncouncilmemberandmostofthe

membersarealwaysonhissidebecausetheyfear

him.

Theybothapproachedhimandhewasupforthe

idea‘nofuturekingcanwedasinglewife’thatwas

hispleasedresponsetothenewsandslowly

startedtoplantthenotioninothermembers.Now

whatisleftisforhertomakesurethatNdlovukazi

vouchesforher.Todaysheisatherhomenotinthe

palace,sheknocksonceandfindsherselfin.she

knowsherwayaroundthishouse,althoughthe

decorationschangedabitbutit’sstillthesame,

Vulausedtosneakherinandout.Sheiswelcomed



bybroodofkidswatchingtv,sheremembers

Ndlovukazimothersallhergrandchildren

“Hello”shesaystothebunchstaringatherlikeshe

isevil

“Hi,hello,yebo”theyallsayinunison.Shespot

Khweziamongstthechildrenandhernephewand

niecewhotreatherjustlikeanobodybecausethey

don’tknowher

“I’mlookingforgogo,whereisshe?”sheaskswith

asmile

“Sheissleepingshesaidnottobewoken”the

eldestonebeinghernephewNhlanhlareplies

“Pleasewakeher,itsurgent”theyboyjustnodand

screamsforNoma.HetellsNomathatsomeoneis

heretoseegogoandNomaobligesgoingtowake

gogo.

“Youcansithere”littleKhwezipatsthecouch

standingupandshesmilestakingaseat“Bhuti

Nhlacanyoupleaseaccompanyme,Imiss



Twebankie”shesaystoNhlaalreadyonherfeet

“KhweziyoujustcamefromTwebankie”he

complains

“Prettyplease”shebegsandtheyalleruptin

laughter

“Finelet’sgobutit’sforthelasttimetoday”they

bothexittheroomjustasNdlovukaziwalksinthe

lounge.Shefrownsatthewomanwithher

grandkidsandimmediatelysheseesthattwoare

missing

“WhereisNhlaandKhwezi”sheasksreadyto

explode

“TheywenttoseeTwebankie”oneofthem

respondsandshesighsturningherattentionto

Sihle

“Sihle”sheacknowledgesherwithaclosed

expression

“HiMaa,howareyou?”shesweetensherself,thisis

goingtobehermotherinlawafterall

“Yebosisi,howcanIhelpyou?”what’swiththe



coldnessoldwoman?

“CanIspeaktoyouinprivate”shelooksatthekids

andreceiveamurderouslookfromoneoftheolder

boys.Ndlovukazipointshertothediningareaand

shefollows

“Gogoyou’reokay?”thedangerouslookingone

asksstandingbythediningdoorastheytakesits.

Whatthehelliswrongwiththiskids?

“Yesdetective,IwillcallyouifIneedyou”

Ndlovukazireplieswithalaughandtheboy

immediatelyleaves

“Theyaresoprotective”sheremarks

“YestheyarebutI’msureyoudidn’tcomehereto

talkaboutmygrandchildren,whatdoyouwant”

mxm!FeistyasmuchwellIbettergetstraighttothe

pointandkillthatfeistiness

“IwantVuvutotakemeasasecondwife”shetells

itlikeitisandreceiveafrownfromNdlovukazi

“Comeagain”shesaysstillbewildered



“Youheardmeandyou’regoingtohelpmedoit”

shechuckles

“Istheresomethingwronginyourhead”Ndlovukazi

asksstillstunned

“Nothingiswrongwithme,IwantVuvuandyou’re

goingtohelpmegethim,simpleasthat”nowshe

laughsasifshesaidanythingfunny

“AndwhywouldIdothat?Youmusthavereally

dieddidn’tyou”shestaresatherdeeply“listengirly

goresurrectthatdeadbrainofyourstoobecause

ubuchophobakhobufilengempela,getoutofmy

house”shesaysalreadyonherfeet(Yourbrainis

reallydead)

“Iknowaboutyouandtheking”sheinforms

maintainingacoldstarebutNdlovukazilaughs

“Andwhatdoyouknow?”thisoldhagistryingto

playsmart

“Thatyou’resleepingwithhim”shelaughshard

“So?”sheasksnotevenshaken

“Soyou’regoingtovouchformetothecouncil,I



alreadyaskedforVuvu’shandtothem”

“YOUWHAT?”shescreamsandallthebroodsrun

tothedining“gobackbabies,gogoisgotatrashto

whoop”theyallgobacktothelounge“You

approachedthecouncilinrequestforVula’shand?”

sheaskstryingtounderstand

“YesandI’mgoingtohavehim”

“It’seitheryourbrainisdeadoryourtrulystupidbut

Iwillgiveyouaoneoutoftenforthinkingwitha

deadbrain.Listenandlistencarefully,goscream

ontopofthemountainthatI’msleepingwithZweI

don’tcarebutnosonofminethatIbirthedwithmy

sanealivebrainwouldmarryatrashlikeyou.Now

getthehelloutofmyhousebeforeIunleashmy

dogonyou”sheisstillsitedsurprisedthatthis

womanisnotshaken“IseeI’mnotmakingmyself

clear,sithereIwillbeback”shesmiles

disappearingtothekitchenandsherelaxesabit.

Maybesheistryingtotakeinthenews,shewill

comebackwithamore……thehell!Ndlovukazi

comescarryingakettleofboilingwateralready

throwingsomeinherdirection,withinasecondshe



CasterSemenyaherselfoutofthedoor

“DON’TEVERPUTYOURFILTHYDEADMINDIN

MYHOUSE”shescreamsbythedoorfumingwith

anger.Jesusthisoldhagwantstoburnme.
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MKHONTO’SGIFT

BOITUMELO

Sheliesontopofthebednexttohersleepingson,

thisisherdailyroutineallshehastodoislookafter



herboyandsheisnotcomplainingbutshecan’t

waittoescapeNdlovukaziandMaNkosi’ssoft

porridge.Theyalwaysforcehertoeatthatthing

threetimesadayandshehatesitwithpassion

becausenowshefeelslikeshejustballooned,her

sexysize32bodywentdownthetrainwhenshe

gavebirthandthisporridgeismakingthingsworse.

Tomorrowtheyaregoinghomeandsheisexcited

toseeLetlotlowithhercrazymotherwhoismore

thanexcitedofgettingmarried.NtateMorena

receivedaletterfromSizweaweekbackanditwas

decidedthatDinnyandSizwe’snegotiationswill

takeplacethiscomingweekwhileasher’sandVula

waspostponedaftertheinauguration

Mkhontohasgrownsofasthescaresher,littleman

waseatingthroughasyringebutafterhisnaming

ceremonyNdlovukaziorderedhertogivehimher

breastandhesuckedherlikehisfather.Peter

usuallydriveherejustfortheircheckupandhe

confirmedthatMkhontoisthefastedgrowing

prematurehiseverseen.Sheisthankfulfor



whateverhergrandfatherandGumededidtothe

littlemanthenighttheyspentwithhimbecause

afterthathersonwasasstrongastheycome

Shedecidetotakeabathwhilethelittlemansleeps

becausethischildwantsnobodybuther,evenVula

himselfstrugglewithhim.Theonlypeoplethat

calmshimotherthanherisTjandKhwezi,therest

hecrieshissmalllungsoutlikeMariahCareyand

ArianaGrandewhentheydothatmelodyoftheirsat

theendofasong.ShecomesbacktoVulaholding

Mkhontoandforsomereasonheseemstobe

havingaconversationwithhim

“Pleasedon’tcorruptmybaby”shepeckshislips

“Wearehavingamantomanconversation,this

fellowtendstothinkyou’rehiswifeIneededto

clarifythat”shelaughs

“You’recrazy,letmebathhim”shesaystryingto

takehimbutVularefuses

“I’lldoit”shethrowshimalook



“You?”hisneverofferedeventochangehisdiaper

sosheisabitsurprised“Doyouevenknowhowto

bathababySango”helaughs

“Yes,IlearnedalotfromKhwezi,withhertherewas

nomotheritwasjustmeandmybabygirlsoIhad

tolearnforwhenMaawasbusy”ohnowitmakes

sense

“Pleasedon’tdrownmybaby,Iwillgopreparehis

water”hequicklyputsMkhontobackonthebed

andholdherhand

“Canwepleasetalkbeforewebathhim”hesitsher

backdownandfetchestheottomantoweighit

downbeforeher.Thissittingpositionneverbrings

pleasantnewsforher,sheisabitdistressedabout

whateverhewantstotalkabout.Hetakesbothher

handsandsighsdeeply

“MyheavenfirstIwanttoapologizefornottelling

youthisintime,Iwasworriedofhowyouwould

takethenewsbecauseyouwereinabadspace”he

sighs“IliedaboutKhozabeingbehindthebreaking



inatyourhouse”shefrowns“Truthisthathewas

alsoplanningtokidnapyoubutthepeoplethat

brokeinyourhousebeathimtoit,theyjustwanted

Khwezi”

“Whowasitthen?”sheasksstillstunned,he

swallows

“Zonkeandherhusband”shepopshereyesin

shock“Khwezi’smother?”henods“OhmyGodthat

wh*re”helaughs

“Languagemyheaven”hereprimandswaitingfor

hertoexplodebutshedoesn’t,sheisjustshocked

“I’mgoingtopresscharges”

“Noneedforthat,sheisdealtwith”shefrowns

“Whatdoyoumean”heclearshisthroattoprepare

hislies

“TheyfoundoutIwaslookingforthemandthey

decidedtorun,theyskippedthecountry”

“Nxa!Shebetter,ifIeverrunintoher,shewillknow

whymyhometowniscalledtycoonland”helaughs

hard



“That’sall?”heasksandshelooksathimconfused

“ImeanIthoughtyouwould….nevermind”hestops

himselfbeforehefireshisownass

“Youthoughtwhat?”

“ThatyouwouldbemadIdidn’ttellyouearlier”he

lies,hethoughtshewouldrejectKhwezi

“It’sfineIunderstandIwasn’tinagoodspace”

“Iloveyou”hereallydoesloveher,heiseven

ashamedthathethoughtthat

“AndIhateyou”helaughslettinghergoprepare

Mkhonto’swaterandKhweziwalksin

“Twebankie”KhwezisaytoMkhontoandthelittle

mansmiles,thisboyhadfurrowedlinesonhis

foreheadwhenhewasholdinghim

“WhatistwebankiemanjeKhwezi”Vulaasks

“UncleTjsaidheissmallbutcleverlikealexrats,he

saidheisourlittletwebankie”vulalaughs

“Mysonisnamedafterarat”



“Notjustarat,asmartonebaba…..”

“ItoldyoutostopcallinghimthatKhwezi”Tumi

reprimandswalkingbackintheroom,shehatesher

brother’snamesbecausetheystick.Henamedher

sunflowerandeventodaysomepeoplestillthinks

herrealnameissunflower.MaNkosiwalksinthe

roomwithanothersoftporridgebowlandVula

laughs

“Iniwena?”(Whatisit?)SheasksVula

“NothingMaaimjusthappytoseeyou”heliesand

receivesa‘mxm’fromher

“Makotihereisyourporridge”sheplacesthetray

onthetable“OhZwelithinisaidtoinformyouthat

thecouncilwantstohaveawordwithyou

tomorrowbeforeyouleave”tumifrownsatthe

news

“WhyMaa”sheasks

“Idon’tknow,butmaybeit’sjustoneoftheirboring

meetingstoinformyouofwhatisexpectedofyou

asthefuturequeen”shenodshesitantly“Don’t

worry,it’snothingmajorNdlovukaziandIwillwalk



youthrougheverything”

***

NDLOVUKAZI

Shehasneverfeltsodisrespectedeverinherlife

especiallybyoneofVula’sflooziesthatheusedto

sneakinherhouseandbedthemonherexpensive

sheets.Thisgirldoesn’tknowwhosheisdealing

with,sheshouldaskZonkeaboutpeoplewho

blackmailher.Thatonefeltherwrathanditwasn’t

soniceforheraftershedealtwithherbitchy

attitude.ShewearsthatblackpetticoatthatZwe

lovessomuchwiththematchingfullbra.Sheis

sleepingatthepalacetoday,shewantsthemto

discussthismouseintheirterritory.

Sheknowsherwayaroundthepalace,sheusedto

bethequeensogoingstraighttoherdesignated

roomatthishourwon’tbeahustleandnoonein

theirrightstateofmindwouldquestionhercoming

thislatesoshegracefullywalksherwaytoher

roomwiththehopetofindZwealreadyinthere



becauseshelongtextedhimafteralmostburning

thatlittlewitchtellinghimtheyhaveapestintheir

business.Sheopensthedoorandindeedthebullis

wrappedwithagownontopofthebedwatchingtv.

“Ithoughtyoustoodmeup”hesaysalready

switchingoffthetvasNdlovukazilocksthedoor

“Never,Iwantedustodiscusstheproblem”she

climbsthebedandsettleontheheadboardnextto

himbutheclimbsherandpullherlowerbodydown

tomakeherfallflatonthebed“Zwewehavethe

wholenigh…..”shedoesn’tfinishheisalready

unfastenedhergownexposinghernowcreasedup

petticoatduetothewayshewaslaiddown

“Youknowwealwaystalkaftermyvictory”heis

oglingherthighsrunninghishandsalloverher

cellulites,thebrightnessofherthighsdriveshim

crazy.Hestopscaressingherthighsandsettleshis

attentiononthetwomountainsoftheDlomo

kingdom,heunhooksherbrafromthebackandthe

twomountainsnicelyfalltothesideofherarms.He



gentlytaketheminhisfirmstronghandscaressing

themashelooksstraightinhereyesandlittle

excitementleaveshermouth

“Zweeee”heknowswhatthatdoestoher,her

mountainsareherpleasurespot.Heletsgoand

throwshisgownacrosstheroom,hismemberis

alreadyupandreadytodigthekingdom.Heshifts

downslowlyhookingherpetticoatdownandheis

pleasedtoseethatshelistens,nothingisworn

underneaththepetticoatandthat’showhelikeshis

kingdomserved

“Iseemykingdomisreadyforme”hegentlyrunhis

thumbontopofhersexstaring,heisalookerhe

likeslookingathislengththrustinginandoutofher

becauseshefindsherinnerlabiaminorathatare

nicelyoutthereexposedfascinatingastheyholdon

likeagrimdeathonhisking“VulaNdlovuyami”

(Openmyelephant)heasksnicelyplayingwithher

exposedlabiaminoraandNdlovukaziwidelyopens

forhimandhesettlesbetweenherlegsstillstaring

athersexasheexperienceherlabiaminorawitha



touchofhishand.Ndlovukaziislongreadyforhim,

histouchdoesthingstohim“VumaNdlovuyami”

(Agreemyelephant”heremarksstillexploringher

sexstaringandsheknowswhathewants,he

alwaysbegsherandshenevergivesin“Vuma

mamangiyacela”(AgreemommyI’mbeggingyou)

hisfocusisstillonhersex,heenjoyshowherbody

respondstohistouch

Okayseemslikehisaloneinallthisbecause

Ndlovukaziislostinherpleasureescapeandhe

knowsexactlyhowtoearnherwrathbacktohim.

Hestrokeshiskingtwicesmearingalltheprecum

onhislengththenheslowlyeaseintohersexstill

staringasherminoraclamphisslipperyking

“OhZwee”shemoansandheispleased,nowshe

cantalk

“VumaNdlovuyami”hebegsonceagainslowly

pullingoutandgentlyrammingintoheronceagain

“BabaNooo”shesaysinpleasureandhelaughs

thinkinghowthiswomandisrespectherinevery

chanceshegetsbutnotwhenhedigshiskingdom



throughher.Heistwoyearsolderthanherbut

becauseshemarriedhisolderbrothershetendsto

demandrespectfromallofthem,includinghimbut

notwhenheisinher,inhereheistheoldestone

andhemakessuresheknows

“MaDinagwengiyacelamaaaa”(MaDinagweplease

maaa)hemeanttosay‘mama’butNdlovukazijust

grippedhimwithherlabiaminoraandhelostit.

Theybothgriphimnicelyinandhelosesallhis

beggingpleas,hethrustsfasterstillstaringasher

cumwraparoundhislength

“Zwengibambe”(holdme)heknowssheisnear

whenshecriestobeheldandheholdsherexactly

whereshelikes,heholdshefullwaistdownashe

ramsinherandsheexplodes“YooohBaba”she

buriesherheadinthefluffypillowtakinginallthe

pleasure

“GripmeagainNdlovuyami”hebegsandshedoes

andwithinaminutehediesscreamingtoo“Yebooo

Ndlo…….,haaaamama”heburieshisheadonher

shoulderbothshimmeringtheirpleasureout,after

heregainshisconsciousnesshesearchesforthe



petticoatandwipebothofthemontheexposed

lowerbodiesstillnotpullingout,theyalwaystalk

withitstillintactinhersexandhelikesitthatway.

Hegentlyliesonthesidesettlinghisthighs

betweenhersashepositionsherstoastridehimin

aspooningpositionfacingeachother.Nowit’shis

turntokissher,hewassothirstyfornottastingher

foradaythatheforgotdevouringherlips.Hetakes

herlipsinhisandgetslostonceagainashefeels

thekingwarminguponceagaininhersexbutshe

stops

“Zweweneedtotalk”Okay,youdon’tsaysh*tlike

thatwhenamaninnicelyinyou,‘weneedtotalk’is

neverniceforanyman.Heswallowsallhishorny

thoughtsandgiveherallhisattention

“WhatisitNdlovuyami”

“Sihlecametoseemetoday”henods“Shewants

Vulatotakeherasasecondwife”Zwelaughs

“That’smadnessVulaiswhippedbyMaMotaungI

seehimtakingheronlylikemybrother”hishand



settlesonherfullwaistandhepusheshiskingupa

bitandshecries

“AaaaahZwe”helaughsstaringather“Stopplease

thisisserious”hegivesheraboredlookbecause

hedoesn’tunderstandwhytheyneedtodiscuss

Vula’slovelifebutheletshercontinuesanyway

“Shesawusandnowsheisblackmailingme,she

wantsmetovouchhertothecouncil”hepopshis

eyes,thisisquiteserious

“Sheapproachedthecouncil?”shenods“Oh!No

wonderNgemasaidtheywanttoseeme,youand

MaMotaungtomorrowbeforesheleaves.They

wanttoproposetheidea”shenodsonceagainand

helaughs“waituntilVulafindout”theybothlaugh

“Whatarewegoingtodowithher?”Ndlovukazi

asks

“Don’tworryIwillsolveallthisout,Iknowexactly

whattosaytochangethecouncil’smindandasfor

SihleI’mhappysomeonefoundoutaboutus,itlong

overduedon’tyouthink”Ndlovukazifrowns“A.a

NdlovuyamiIhavebeenbeggingyoutoletme



makethingsrightwithyou,MaNkosialreadyknows

sheistheeldestandifsheisfinewithus,Idon’t

seewhyyoukeepdelaying.Sheisjustwaitingfor

metogiveherthegoaheadandshewillinformher

sisterwivesandprepareforourunion”sheis

pissednow,howdarehe

“ZwelithiniI’mnotmarryingyou”shetellsandhe

moveshismemberinherandpleasuretakesher

onceagain“Zweeee”helaughs

“YourmineNdlovuyami”hesaysclimbingheronce

again“AndafterVula’sweddingwearemakingit

official,OKAY”heasksstartingtothrustinandout

ofheragainandshenods“Ican’thearyoumama”

hislostonceagainwatchinghislengthclamped

“Yeboyeboooongiyavuma”shesayslostin

pleasureandhegrins

“GoodNdlovuyami”

~Mkhontoseniorsitsonhisthroneholding

Mkhontojunior(Vula’sson),hekeepskissingand

recitinghisclannamestohim.HeputsMkhonto



junioronthethroneandreachesinsideaclaypot

nexttothethrone,hetakesoutanothersmallbaby

boythatlooksexactlylikeMkhontojunior“Thisone

willbeyourprotectorourking,gogoandMkhulu

fetchedhimforyou”hesaystoMkhontoJunioron

thethroneandheplacesthebabyonthereedmat

nexttoNdlovukaziandZwelithiniwhoareboth

seatedmuteonthemat.Hewavesallofthem

goodbyeashelaughsbrightlightengulfinghim

away~

Thefamilygatheredinthemorningfortheirfarewell

breakfasttotheirinlaws,NdlovukaziandUncle

Zwekeepsharingstrangevibesbecausebothof

themarespooked.Theyhadthesamedreamlast

nightanditcreepsthehelloutofthem,theywant

thisbreakfastoversotheycanbothconsult

Gumedebutoneoftheroyalherdboyswalksin

withtheguard

“Myking”hesaysbowedandZwenodsforhimto

speak“MykingI’mheretoinformyouthatoneof

thebullshasfallen”thetableeruptinululationand



celebrationimmediately,NdlovukaziandZweare

theonlyonesshockedandthesweatshootingon

Ndlovukazi’sfacewouldmakesomeonethinkshe

atebreakfastinMubai.Gumedewalksinsmiling

“KingMkhonto’sgifthasarrived”hesayslookingat

ZweandNdlovukazi.
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COUNCILMEETING

BOITUMELO

Aftertheeventsoftodaymorningherfamilyleft

andshewasleftbehind,itwasdecidedthatVula

willdrivehertomorrowmorningafterthetradition

ofbeingsmearedwithabilefromthegallbladderof

thecowthatdied.Shealsohasameetingwiththe

counciltodayandbecauseofthegoodnews

roamingintheDlomoestatethemeetingwas

postponedtolaterontoday,sheholdsher

twebankieinherarmssittingoutsidethebalconyof

herroomwhenshehearsthedoorfromthe

bedroomopeningandsheturnstoseeNdlovukazi

walkinginlikesheiscarryinganalienplanetonher

shoulders.

Shesettlesnexttoherwithoutsayinganythingand

thisisthefirst,thiswomanalwayshassomething

tosay

“Maaareyouokay?”Sheaskstobreaktheheavy



icebutsheheavesasigh

“HaveyouandVulastartedbeddingeachother?”

Shealmostdrophersonduetoshock,whatinthe

worldisthisoldwomanthinking.‘Beddingeach

other’canshenotbethisprimitive,ofcoursewe

haven’tyet,shethinkstoherself.Sheeventually

laughstoeasetheawkwardnessofherquestion

butNdlovukazimaintainsaseriousexpression.

“NoMaa,yousaidIshouldmakehimwaitatleast

sixmonths”sheearnsafrownfromNdlovukazi

“Sixmonths?”shequestionsconfused“that’s

madnessandthatismyson,atleastthreeweeks”

tumigaspsinshock

“Maaa”sheexclaim

“YesMaDlomo,don’ttellmeyouhavebeenstarving

myson”boitumelolookstheotherway“MaDlomoI

wantedhimawayfromyouforthefirstthreeweeks

only,Mkhontoisturningamonthtomorrow,does

thatmeanmysonhavebeenstarving”shejust

throwshereyesuptoanswerher,thiswomanis

crazysheisnotopeningherlegstoVulanot



anytimesoon

“Iwillfixit”that’sallshecanaffordtosaytokillthe

conversation,Ndlovukazinodssighingheavilyonce

again

“MaDlomodoyouthinksomeonemyagecouldfall

pregnant?”sheasksseriousbutreceiveadead

laughterfromtumi.Sheisinstitchesthisisquitea

joke,shecan’tpicturesomeoneNdlovukazi’sage

pregnant

“Twebankieyamama,gogooreng?”(Mommy’s

twebankie,whatisgogosaying)sheasksthelittle

twebankieinherarmswhojoinedherlaughter

whenhesawthesmileonhismother’sface,he

usuallydoesthat,whenhismomlaughshealso

smiles“HowoldareyouMaa”sheasksstill

laughing,theexpressiononherfaceissocoldyou

wouldthinksheistheonepregnant,waitaminute,

shethinks,abulldiedinthemorningandfromthe

confusiononallthewivesnooneissurewhois

pregnant“MAAA”shejustconnectedthedotsand



sheisshocked

“CanIfallpregnantinmyage”sheaskswitha

tremblingvoice,thiswomanisoneofthestrongest

womensheknowsbutthisismakinghersoweak

it’sfunny

“Maadidyou…..hmmyouknow”shewantstoaskif

shehadsexbutthisishermotherinlaw,shecan’t

bethatrawtoher.Ndlovukazirapidlynodstoher

questionandsheshiversfromtherevelation“With

who”thewordsjustescapehermouth,shemeant

toaskherselfinherheard

“Zwelithini”shestaresather,hermouthagapein

shock“IknowMaDlomodon’tlookatmelikethatI

longpastmenopauseIdidn’tthinkIwouldfall

pregnantorelseIwouldhavebeencareful.Andthis

neverhappenedbefore,wehavebeenbeddingeach

otherforyears”theshockonherfaceisoutofthis

world.Oldpeoplehavesex?Shetriestocontainher

shockbutshefails

“Maybeit’snotyouMaa”sheconsolesstillstunned

“Noit’smeMaDlomo,myhusbandgavethechildto



bothZweandIinthedreamitcan’tbea

coincidencethatwebothhadthesamedream,I

washopingit’syouthinkinghewasgivingthechild

tousforyou”wondersofthisworld,howoldisthis

womanagain?Shewondersinherhead.Anduncle

Zwe’sHandyAndyisstillstrongenoughtomake

babies?Shethinksandlaughsatherthoughts,she

hopesnottohearherfathertellingherthatmistress

Leboneisexpecting

“Don’tworryyourselfaboutraisingthechildMaa

SangoandIwilldoitforyou,wenajustworryabout

pushing”Ndlovukazigaspandtumilaughshard.

Shecannotimagenherselfgoingthroughthatpain

againespeciallynowinherage“Maastopworrying

youwillbefine”shetriestoconsolestilllaughing

“Twebankie,malumeisgoingtosayBhutitoyou”

shediesagaininlaughter,shetrulycannotimagen

Ndlovukazipregnant“here,practicegogo”she

handsthesmilingtwebankietohisgogoattending

aknockinthebedroom.

Aroyalhelpinformherthatthekingiswaitingfor



themtoattendthecouncilmeetingandtheyquickly

preparethemselvesleavingMkhontowithMaSibisi

andMaNhlapho.Aroyalspeakerrecitestheking’s

namewhenheenterstheboardroomfullofmen

whoimmediatelystandontheirfeetto

acknowledgetheroyalpresenceinthem,onlytumi

andndlovukaziarefemalesinthisroom.Theyall

takestandsontheirfeetuntilthethreeroyalhas

settledontheirchairs.Theoldestcouncilmember

beingNgematakesthestand

“Mkhabela,Dinangwe”hebowsforapprovaland

Zwenods“Mykingastheeldestmember,the

councilchoosemetospeakforthemtoday”king

zwenodsonceagain“Thankyoumykingforthe

timeandopportunity.Mykingfirstlyasacouncilwe

wouldliketopersonallythankMaNdlunkuluwethu

forbaringusourfutureking”Ndlovukazinudges

tumiwithanelbowshowinghertobowtothenews

andshedoes“SiyabongaMaNdlunkulu”(Thankyou)

tumibowagainnodding“KodwaMaNdlunkuluas

eldersweareconcerned”(but)shefrownslistening

“Asyouknowwewerecursedwiththeseedofagirl



childforsolongthatthisestatelackmaleseed,so

asthecouncilwewouldlikeforyourpermissionto

chooseaprincessfornkosanaVulamasangoto

helpyoubaremoremalechildren”(prince)

“Whatareyousaying”sheaskswithafrownfacing

Ngemastraightinhiseyesandheswallowsabit,

hehadinitiallythoughtshewasawalkoverbuthe

justrealisednot

“AsthecouncilMaNdlunkuluwewouldliketo

chooseyouasisterwifeto…”shedoesn’twaitfor

himtofinish

“NO”sheconfidentlysayandthekinglaughs

“ButMaNdlunkuluwe…..”sheinterjectspissed

“IsaidNoandthat’sit”

“Wellwedon’tneedyourpermissionthatmuch,we

justthoughtlettingyouknowwouldbewiserbut

seemsnot.Theonlypersonwhocandeclineour

requestisNdlovukazi”oneoftheyoungestcouncil

memberreplywithannoyance,helooksat

Ndlovukazi“Whatdoyousaymyqueen,Iknowyou

understandourculturebetterthanoursoontobe



queenthere”

“Ialsosaynosandileandjustforthattoneand

disrespectingtheking’smotherIaskpermissionto

mykingtostripyouofthecouncilhonour”gasp

roamaroundthetable“Myking?”sheasks

“Granted,leavethistableandmakesureyoualso

leaveyourbadgeofhonourIwillfindsomeone

worthyofcarryingitwhoknowsandunderstandthe

importanceofspeakingtoaroyalblood”KingZwe

orderslookingstraightattheyoungmanandsome

manatthetablearestartingtothinktwiceabout

followingNgema

“MyKingI…”hetriestoapologizebutZwecallsfor

guards

“Guards”theybothstandbowednexttotheking

“ShowSandileout”heordersandindeedtheyoung

manwalksoutwiththeguardsbehindhim

“ContinueNgema”heswallowsfirstfor

encouragement,hedidn’tthinkthingswouldturn

thisway,heplanstomemorerespectfulgoing



forward

“MaNdlunkulu,Ndlovukazipleasereconsiderthisis

forthegoodofthefamilyandthegirlisalready

here,pleaseseeherfirstbeforeyoudeclineour

quest”Ngemabegsalreadypointingoneofthe

guardstoshowthegirlinandinwalksSihlehumbly

lookingdownwithLuthandobyherside.Tumi’s

furyinstantlyspikesatthesightofthetwowitches,

thistwodoesn’tgiveupatall.Theybothsitdown

onthereedmatbowing.

“AsyoucanseeMaNdlunkulu,wechooseanice

humblegirlshewon’tbetroubleatall”sheremains

herburningpeacebecausesheisafraidofwhat

mightcomeoutofhermouth

“Ngematakeasit,Iheardyou”Zweordersandhe

does“Frommyknowledgesecondwivesarefor

extraluckandprosperityinthekingdom”theyall

nodinagreement“Howdoessomeonewhoshares

achildwithherownbrotherbringlucktoour

kingdom?”Sihleinstantlylosesallthehumbleness,

gaspsareheardaroundthetable“Yourdear

princessdidn’ttellyou?”heasksjustforcontrol“Oh



well,letmeeducateyoumyelders,thissocalled

princessyouchoosehasachildwithherown

brothersopleasetellmewhatluckwouldshebring

inhereexceptforthedarkcloudalwayshovering

aroundher”Ngemaisthefirstoneonhisfeet

“Getout”heshowsthemthedoorbutSihlestands

exasperated,shecan’tbelieveNdlovukaziisnot

sayinganythingnotwhensheknowssome

damaginginfoabouther

“Iwouldliketothinkthatinthisfamilyitisalso

tabooforhimtosleepwithher”shepointsfromthe

kingtoNdlovukazibutunfortunatelytumiisonthe

leftsideanditlookedlikeshepointedher,orshe

pointedheronpurposeboitumeloisjustasstunned

aseveryone

“MaNdlunkulu”NgemaexclaimshockedandSihle

nodshesitantly.Zwelithiniisappalled,thisgirlis

reallyuptonogood“Thatisdespicable

MaNdlunkuluandthepunish…….”Zwecutshim

“Iamnotsleepingwithmyson’swife”heclarifies



buttheireyesandshocksaytheyaregoingtoneed

moreconvincing

“IfImayspeakmyking?”NdlovukaziasksandZwe

nods“Myeldersthisisabsurd,MaNdlunkuluisnot

sleepingwiththekingI’mtheonebeddingtheking”

moregaspandclapsareaudiblearoundthetable

“Don’tbesosurprisedmyelders,whenmyhusband

passedonyouallwantedmykingtostepinfor

him”

“Butyourefusedandinsultedus”onemember

argues

“WellIchangedmymind”Ndlovukaziarguesback

“Whatdoesthatmean?”Ngemaasks

“ThatI’msteppinginformybrotherasitwas

requestedandcontinuingthetradition”KingZwe

replies“Isthatgoingtobeaproblem?”heasks

“Nomykingnotatall,it’straditionweall

understandbutwearejustshockedofhowyou

wentaboutthings”Ngemaresponds“butifImay

askmyking”Zwenods“IfyouandNdlovukaziare

warmingeachotherdoesthatmeantheaccusation



aboutyouandMaNdlunkuluisfalse”

“NgemaIamnotsleepingwithmydaughterinlaw”

KingZweadamantlysay

“WhywouldMaKhozalieaboutsuchthing”helooks

atSihle“Doyouknowthepenaltyoflyingtothe

councilandmoreespeciallyaboutourking”heasks

thebitshakenSihle

“I…Imeant…I’msureofwhatIsaw”shesayswhen

hereyeslandsonboitumelo,shehatesherwith

everythinginher,thiswomanislivingherlife,it

couldhavebeenhernexttoVulabutheresheis

fightingcouncilsjusttoearnherrightfulplacenext

tothemanshelovesjustbecauseofthisgirl

“Well,becausewehavenoproofofwhatyouare

saying,mykingwewouldlikeaminutealoneasthe

counciltomakeadecision”Zwenodsboredashe,

Ndlovukaziandtumistandswiththespeaker

praisingthem.LuthandoandSihlebothexitsthe

roominhurrybeforethem.

“Makotirelaxtheywon’tdoanythingwithout

thoroughinvestigations”heassuresthetroubled



boitumeloassoonastheyleavetheroom,

Boitumelonodshesitantlyandaskstobeexcused.

Shedoesn’twanttogobackinthatroomagainand

thekingunderstands,heandNdlovukaziwillstand

inforherandinformherofthedecisiontaken

Sheleftthehallheavy,everythingfeelssoheavy

shejustwantstoholdhersonandsleepthe

heavinessawaymaybeshewillwakeupmuch

bettertomorrow.Justasshewalksdownthe

passagetotheexitsheismeetbythetwowitches.

Sihlesmilespleasedattheexpressiononherface,

thisiswhatshewanted,herdown

“Iammarryingthatman,whetheryoulikeitornot”

Sihletellstheexhaustedboitumelo

“Goodforyou”sherepliescontinuingonhersteps

butsihlestopsher

“Oh,waitaminuteIjustrememberedIhave

somethingthatmightmakeyoustartcreatinga

spaceformeinourhomewithVuvu”Boitumelo

looksatherboredasshepresseswithherphone



sendingatextandBoitumelo’scellbeepsofatext

notification“Lookatwhatourmangaveme”she

justlooksatheronelasttime

“Sihlepleasetellmewhereisyourson?”boitumelo

askssihlewhoseeyesjustsparkledwithtears

“Boitumelodon’tdare…..”Luthandotriestodefend

buttumiraisesherhandather

“Wenayoukeepdisappointingeveryonewholove

andcareaboutyou,standingwithhertarnishing

yourownmother’sname,that’slowevenforyou

andI’msofedupwithyourbehavioursomuchthat

I’mthinkingofplayingyourbrotherthatvoice

notes”Luthandoinstantlyshootriversofsweat

“Whatvoicenote?”Sihleasksthetroubled

Luthando

“Noneofyourbusinesswenasluttymomwhoisso

busychasingmanthatdon’twantyouinsteadof

findingyourson,you’readisgracetowomanhood.

Youhavethegutstofightforadi*kbutnotyour

son,nxnxnx”sheleavesthemshocked

“Healsoboughtmeacar”shescreamswhen



boitumelodisappearbutshedoesn’tturnbackto

giveherthesatisfaction.Whensheissuresheisa

bitfarwalkingoutsidetothemainhouseshe

checksthetextthatwitchsentherandhermouth

opensagapeinshock

“FU*KYOUVULAMASANGO”shecursesandthe

twoguardswhowerefollowingherlookateach

otherinshock.Sheturnsonherstepstothe

backyardgolffieldwheresheknowsVulaisplaying

withMtho,thisassholeisgoingtoknowher

exactlywhosheistoday.Indeedthebastardis

playing,Mthoseeherfirstandfromjustherflying

walkheseesthatdangeriscomingtheirway.Bab

LungisaanduncleKubekaarealsoseatedwatching

thetwobattle

“Itmustbeniceneahnyulamanyago”shesays

takingthegolfclubinherhandswingingit,Vula

frownsandnow?“YouplaygolfwenawhenI’m

beingaccusedofsleepingwithyourfather”Mtho

andVulabothlookatUncleKaystunned

“Hai,don’tlookatmelikethatI’mstillavirgin”uncle

kaysayinsurrenderraisinghishands



“AndIhaveyourbitchsendingmeproofof500000

paymentsfromyou,andyoubuyheradamncar

vulamasango”Vulaisstunnedtoallthis,whatis

shetalkingabout.Mthoquicklystepsawaywhen

shemovesclosertothem“KEBUALEWENA”(I’m

talkingtoyou)sheshouts

“Sthandwasamii….”hedoesn’tfinish,sheswings

theclubhardlyhittinghimwiththegolfbatbetween

hislegsandhegoesdowncryinginpain

“Aaaaaaaaa”hegroansholdinghistesticlesashe

kissesthegreengrass

“FUCKYOUVULAMASANGO”shehitshimonce

againwiththestickatthebackandthrowitontop

ofhispainedbodyonthegroundandturnstoleave

“Bafowhatdidyoudo?”Mthorunstothegroaning

Vulamasangoonthefloor“Letmesee,didshe

mashyourpotatoes”heasksthepainedVulawho

can’tevenutterawordatthemomentduetopain.

KubekaandLungisaarejuststunned,noone

thoughtboitumelowoulddosuch“Yourdi*kis

goingtoneedawheelchair,it’stotallyparalysed

bafo,letmesee”hetriestomakehimturnbutVula



islyingflattakinginthepain
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Womenarethemostnoble,humblekindbeingson

earthbutwhenpushedtoofar,awomanwillshow

youcoloursyouneverseen.Awomanenragedis

likeabeastbreakingfromthechainsofbondage.

RobertKellyoncesang‘Whenawomanloves,she

lovesforreal’andhealsosang‘Whenawomenis

fedup,thereisnothingyoucandoaboutit’,that

manhadhisfaultsbutmostmancanlearnathing

ortwofromhismusiciftheylistenattentively.

Heslowlygracesthestairscarefulnottotouchhis

mashedpotatoes,Mthokozisi,unclekay,uncleZwe

andbabLungisahadafielddaywithhim,they

recommendedmayonnaisetoeasehisanguished

mashedpotatoes.Theylaughedhiswhooped

membersomuchithurtsmore,hestillindisbelief

thathissweetangelfromheavenmashedhis

potatoes.Notonceinhislifeheeverthoughtthe

wholeBoitumelowouldevenhitafly,sheistoo

sweetforwhathappenedtodayandwhateveritis

thatdrawnherrangethatfarmusthavebeenreally

bad.



HisuncletoldhimaboutSihle’srequesttothe

councilandtheylaughedmoreaboutit,Boitumelo

cannotleaveyetbecausesheandZweareboth

underinvestigationsbythecouncilbecauseofthe

accusations,hisnotworriedaboutthatbecausehe

knowsit’spureliesandtheywillfindnothing,his

worriedaboutherrangehisneverseenherlikethat.

Hefirstlywalkstohisroomtochangethepants,he

needssomethingloose,somethingthatwillfreehis

memberfromtheexcruciatingpain.Heknocks

gentlyandbraceshimselfopeningthedoortoher

roomtoseekclarityofwhathedid

Sheissitedonthebedwatchingtvwiththelittle

mannexttoherandtheexpressiononherfaceis

notwelcomingatall.Hegoesandsitstheother

sidestealingglancesather,hedoesn’twantto

infuriatehermore

“Zululami”hecallsoutsogentleyouwouldthinkhis

auditioningforaprincesssofiacharacter“Mylove

canwepleasetalk”hepleads



“WhatexactlydoyouwanttotalkaboutBhuti

madlisa”thedisrespectisoutofthisworldbuthe

willsuccumbbecausehisatfaultforwhateverhe

didwrong

“IwouldliketoknowwhatIdidsowrongtoyoumy

heaventhatyouwouldabusemethewayyoudid

insteadoftalkingtome”hestillascalmashecan

be

“Howaboutyougaveyourgirlfriend500000and

boughtheradamncarvulamasango”hisstilllost,

nowomanownshisheartexcepther

“MaDlomoIdon’tknowwhatyou’retalkingabout”

shelooksathimforagoodminuteandthrowshim

herphone“WhatamIlookinghere?”heasks

“Checkmymessages”hegoesstraighttothemand

swallownothingdownhisthroatjusttoeasethe

tensionforming

“Icanexplain”hesaysstilllookingatthetext

message

“Goahead”helooksatherfirstandseeshisnot

goingtowinthisone,sigh



“SthandwasamithelasttimeSihlecameintoour

lifeyousaidyoudon’teverwanttoseeheragainso

afterhearinghowKhozaabusedherandmadeher

dothingsforhisownselfishreasonsIfeltsorryfor

herIthoughtshedeservedasecondchanceso

I…..I”hestuttersscratchinghishead

“Idon’thaveallday”Jesusifyouhelpmeoutof

thisIpromisetoneverlie,hethinksinwardly

“IgavehermoneymyheavenandI’mreallysorryI

shouldhavediscusseditwithyou”

“Whatwasitfor?Forherarewardforalmost

sleepingwithyouoryouactuallysleptwithher,I

wasmadeafool”

“That’snottrueandyouknowit,Itoldhertogo

startafreshsomewherenew,Ijustthoughtshe

deservedasecondchance,Ireallydidn’tknowthat

mynobleactwouldcomebacktobiteme”she

chuckles

“Nobleact,isthatwhatyoucallgivingyour

girlfriendmoneyandbuyingheracar”sheasks

exasperated



“SthandwasamiIwaswrongandIadmitmy

wrongsbutIneverboughtheranycarIjustgave

herthemoneythat’sall”heexplains

“Idon’tbelieveyou”shesimplysayandhesighs

“getoutIneedtosleep”shesaysslidingdown

“IwasthinkingIcouldlaynexttoyouthis

afternoon”

“LeaveVulamasango”sighs,hesheepishlywalksto

thedoor“Vulamasango”heturnstolookather,he

hatesitwhenshecallshimlikeaherdboybutthere

isnothinghecandoaboutittoday“Tsietsicanalso

buymeacar”shesaysandcoverherselfwitha

fleece.Hebangsthedoorhardandfliesbacktoher

roughlytakingthefleeceofher

“WHATTHEFU*KDIDYOUSAY”heshoutsstaring

downatherwitheyesfullofrange

“ThatIalsohaveanexthatcouldbuymeacarjust

likethis”shesnapsherfingersoverisface

“LIKEHEFU*KENGOTYOUAJOB”heshoutsagain



butboitumeloissocalm

“WaitsiIalmostforgothegotmeajob,hmmm

maybeIshouldthankhimproperlyafterallhe

deservesasecondchancejustlikeyourex”she

pullsherfleeceupagaincoveringherselfleaving

Vulaburning,hecannotbelievehisears.

“Isthathowyoutalktomebuthumelo”hiscalmer

nowbutburningandsheknowswhenhecallsher

nameshetickedhimwrongandthat’swhatshe

wanted.Shetakesherphoneandplayagame

insteadoftalkingtotheman“ButhumeloI’mtalking

toyou”shepullsthefleeceoverherheadandturn

awayfromhim“Nxa”beforeitregistersinher,he

scoopsandwalksintheshowerwithherkickingthe

air

“Vulamasangooetsang”(whatareyoudoing)he

ignoresheropeningtheshowerdoor,sheisjustin

hersilknightwear,hetearsitfromthebackandit

fallsdownherlegs“SANGO”shegaspsbreathing

dragonfirebutheignoresherholdinghersotight



openingcoldwater.Hepullsherinandseather

rightunderthetap“SANGO”shescreamstryingto

escapebutheholdshertightlydownwithevery

drophittingdirectlyonher,hisalsogettingsoaked

incoldwaterbutheisbetterbecauseheheldher

fromthebackputtingherbetweenhislegsas

almostallthedropsfallsdirectlyonher“SangoI’m

sorry”shecriesshivering

“Sorry?Wearewashingthedisrespectandthe

stinkyattitudemyheaven”hewhispersinherear

“15moreminuteszululami”shewailsoutloud,15

moreminutesheldundercoldwater

“MyhusbandI’mreallysorryIdidn’tmeananything

Ijustwantedtohurtyou”shecriesmoreshivering

withherteethhittingeachotherasshetremblesbut

hechuckles

“Anditworkedmyheaven,nowwejusthaveto

washthehurtaway”shecriesmoreasheholdher

forexactly15minuteslikehehadanticipated.She

isshiveringincold,herskinissopaleandwrinkled,

hisheartbreaksabitlookingather,hisheavenis

toopale.HeappliesVaselineonherwrinkledskin



afterdryingher,tearsarestillfreelyfallingdownher

cheeksandhisheartistooheavy,hehatesseeing

herlikethis.Hecoversherwithafluffygownand

putherunderthecovers“ShouldIswitchonthe

heater?”shenodswithtearsfallingthesideofher

eyes“Okaymommy”hepeckshercoldforehead“I

willgomakeyoucoffeeafterchanging”shenods

againlookingawayinpain

Hiscoffeemakingtripfirstlystartsinhisroom,he

snatcheshisphonewithsomuchannoyanceand

dialsherwithsomuchexasperation.Shepicksup

onthesecondringasMthowalkintohisroom,he

ignoreshimandcontinuewithhismission

“Hlehle”hehearsapleasurechuckleoverthephone

anditannoyshimmore

“Vuvuwami”shesohappyshecan’tcontainher

excitement

“Ihearyouwantmetotakeyouasasecondwife,I

waswonderingifwecanmeetandtalkaboutit”he

goesstraighttothepoint,hewantsthis



conversationoveranddonewith

“YesVuvu,anytime,when”sheissoeagerit’snot

cute

“Iwantittobeusalone,nodisturbance.Please

don’ttellanyoneI’mstilltryingtoconvincethe

familysonowwillmeetinthehushhush,Iwillsend

youthelocation”Mtho’seyesonhimmakesthis

phonecallmoreawkward

“IwilldefinitelybetheremyloveandIwillnottell

anyone,Iloveyoubaby”shesayswithsomuch

affection

“loveyoumore,bye”hedropsthecall

“Vulamasango”Mthoreprimandsbutheholdsup

hishandforhimmakinganothercall

“Nkandla”Vulasayonthecall“BafoIneedyouto

preparethehouseandDeclerkfor

tomorrow”…………….“Surebafo”hedropsthecalland

fallsonthebednexttoMtho

“Bafodon’tdoit”Mthoreprimandsonceagain



“Thatbitchisdying,Ireallytriedbutnahshekeeps

pressingmybuttons”

“Iknowbutyoudon’tneedmorebloodonyour

hands,alreadyyoucan’tseeMhambibecauseofall

this.Pleasedon’tdoit”hebegs

“ThisisthelasttimeandIwon’tdoitmyself,I’m

goingtofeedhertoDeclerk”Mthogaspswith

poppedeyes“Iwillperformtheceremonyto

cleansemyselfafterthisone”heexplains

“Andyouthinkitwillmakethingsbetter,ifyoukeep

spillingmorebloodyouwillneverseeyour

daughter”

“Whatdoyouwantmetodobafo”heaskswitha

shrug

“Leavehertome”

“Sheisyousister”Vulasay

“Fu*kyou”theybothlaugh

“Ijustwanttosqueezethelifeoutofhersobad,I’m

insomuchshitrightnowbecauseofherstunts”he

throwstherestofhisbodyonthebed“Ibathedmy



wifeinfreezingwater”Mthocracksindeadlaughter

“Youdidwhat?”heasksstilllaughing

“It’snotfunnyBafo,Ijustwantedtopunishherfor

threateningmewithherex”

“YourmorestupidthanIthink”hesaystryingto

containhislaughter

“WhatwasIsupposedtodobafo”

“Silenttreatmentalwaysworks,nothingpunishesa

womanlikenottalkingtoherandsheseesyou

laughingeverydayonthephonewithyourfemale

bestie,Itellyouitworkslikemagic”

“Idon’thavefemalebesties”Vulaargues

“Iwouldhaveborrowedyouone”theylaughagain

andfallintoamomentofsilence“Sbudais

deliveringhimtoday”Mthotells

“Good”

“ButIstillwanthimdeadaftertheceremony”

“Me100”Vulasayleavingtomakehisheavenher

promisedcoffee



***

LUTHANDO

Shesitsundertheverandaofhermansionsipping

onsomechampagnes,itsnicebeingawifewithout

Khoza,thatbastardhasn’tcalledandshehasn’t

eitherbecausesheissureheisperfectlyfinewhere

everheis.ShemisseshavingNkanyeziandBuhle

aroundthehousebuttheyoutgrewher,theylivein

thepalacewithuncleZwenow,shewonderswhat

madethemleavebecausetheyusedtoloveliving

withherbutonedayNkanyezijustpackedand

pulledBuhlebacktothepalaceandtheynever

visitedagain

ShehopesKhozadidn’tdoanythingtohersisters

likehedidtoallhermaid.Justassheisenjoying

hermomentsoffreedom,ascrapvanpullsdown

herhouseandshewatchescarefully,ahandsome

youngmanopensthedriverdoorandwalkstothe

backofthevan.Heclimbsthevanandkicks

somethinglikeawrappedsheepdownthevanand



thenspeedoff.

Sherunstothegateasthevansfliesdowntheroad,

sherealisesthisisnotasheepbutaperson

“Helppp”shescreamskneelingdownthebody,she

gaspremovingblackhugehatoverhishead

“KHOZAA”hereyespop.Hestillalivebuthelooks

dead,whatthehellhappenedtothisman,she

wondersscreamingagainforhelp.Thetwoguards

finallyavailstheirpresencecarryinghimbacktothe

house,theyputhimontopofthecouchandleave.

Sheunwrapshimwithherheartbeatingsofast,she

hasneverseensomethinglikethisbefore,hisbare

underneath,andhisskinisswollenwithgreenish

linesallover.It’slikehewastightwithasteelwire

andbeatenfordays

“Water”hesaysfinallyslowlyopeninghiseyes.She

runstothekitchencomingbackwithaglassof

water,shehelpshimdrinkandhegentlysipsasif

it’shurtinghim“Callthedoctor”hefaintlyrequest

andshesnatcheshercellphoneanddoesastold



“ShouldIfixyouabath?”hesmellsfoul,likethe

sewagepit.Henodsandshewalkshimtothe

showerdownthestairsbecausethewayheso

fragilehewon’tmakeitupthestairs

Afterhisbathshefixedhimsomethingtoeatand

heisnowsittingonthebedwaitingforadoctorthat

hisusualdoctorsaidhewillsentbecauseheisout

oftown.

“Whathappenedtoyou?”sheaskscomingback

fromputtinghisplateaway

“Ifyoucaredyouwouldhavecalledthecopsifyou

sawweekspassingbywithoutmypresence”heis

fullnowandmorelookinglikeapersonandthe

stinkingattitudeisback,heusuallydisappears

withoutawordandithasneverbeenanissue

“Comehere”hepointsthespacenexttohimonbed

“I’msorrymyhusband”shehumblysaystanding

nexttohim,hestandsupstraightinfrontofher

“Whydidn’tyoutellmethatVula’sbitchispregnant”

sheflinchesinfear“Iaskedyouonething,onething



only,helpmegetmyhandsonyourbrother’sseed

soIcanrulebutyou..”hesniffs“Youkeepthenews

aboutthepregnantbitchtoyourself”hesteps

towardsherandshestepsback

“Ididn’tknowmymightyKhoza”sheliestryingto

calmhimdown

“DON’TLIE”heshouts

“IswearmyhusbandIdidn’tknow”

“Whythefuckareyoualwaysagainstme”his

slowlykeepsshiftstowardsherandshekeeps

movingbackuntilshehitsthewall“Ishouldhave

killedyoualongtimeago,you’reuselesstome”he

justswitchedtomonster

“Myhusba…..”shedoesn’tfinish,hishandjust

grippedherneckstranglingthelifeoutofher,she

kickstryingtofighthimbuthisgripistoostrong

“Wivesaresupposedtostandbytheirhusbandsno

matterwhat,butnotyou,youdefymyeveryorder”

hisnotlettinggo,bothhishandssettlearoundher

neckandhewatchesashereyesslowlyturnwhite



“Heloooo”anunfamiliarvoicecallsdownthe

passage“I’mdoctorDlamini,Iwascalledin”the

voicesayandheletsgoofthelifelessLuthando

“INHERE”Khozashoutsback,Luthandoistryingto

catchherbreathonthefloorwhenthedoctorwalks

in,helooksatthewomangaspingforairandruns

toherthinkingsheistheoneinneedofhelp“Leave

thatbitch,you’rehereforme”Khozainformsthe

doctor“Whoareyou?WhereistheolderDlamini”he

askstheyoungerdoctorwhoisinaweofthehellis

happeninginthishouse

“Heisonholiday……heismyuncle…..heaskedme

tofillinforhim”hestutterstryingtolookatKhoza’s

injuries,hekeepsturninglookingattheoneonthe

floorbutwhenheturnsforthesecondtimesheis

nolongerthere.

“Lookatme,whatthefu*kyoukeeplookingat”

Khozashouts,hetremblesmoreprayingtogetthe

helloutofherestillalive.Justashetriestofocus

thedoorfliesopenandthewomanisholdingagun



aimingatthehusband,hequicklyshifts

“IAMSICKANDTIRED”shesaysandshootthe

husbandstraightonthehead.Agoodcoupleof

minutespassbywiththewomanbreathingso

heavily.Thereisnoneedtocheck,themanisdead,

theyoungdoctorseesjustbylooking.Luthando

breaksdownbythedoorstillholdingthegun,

somehowhefeelssorryforthewoman,theman

wasapigevenastrangerlikehimcantell

“Youneedtogetridofthebodybeforesomeone

seesit”Luthandowipeshertearsandlooksathim

“How?”Sheaskswithatremblingvoice

“YougoingtohavetopullyourselftogethersoIcan

helpyou”shequicklynods“Butmyhelpdoesn’t

comecheap”shenodsagain

“Good,I’mSiphoDlaminibytheway,youare?”he

askstextingonhisphone

“LuthandoKh…,Dlomo,LuthandoDlomo”thedoctor

frownsandstaresather



“DoyouknowVulamasangoDlomo”heasks

“Heismybrother”helaughs

“Wellwellwhatdowehavehere,smallworldVula”

heremarkshappilyspeakingtohimself
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It’sbeenafullnightofsilenttreatmenttohim,his

heavenisnotinanyformofcommunicationwith

himfollowingthepriorincidentofhimbaptisingher

infreezingwater.Tohimlastnightfeltlikeanother

covid19level5shutdown.Thiswomanthathe

lovesmorethanlifeitselfhasbeentreatinghimlike

nothing,itslikehedoesn’texistinherlife,shegoes

onabouteverythinglikesheisdoingthislifething

aloneanditdetrimenthisalreadyfragileheart.Not

talkingtoherislikehellonearth.

Hewidelyopensthedoortoherroomandfirmly

standrightbythedoornotsayinganythingholding

somethingbehindhim,sheseesallhisattemptsbut

shedoesn’twanttolookupathim.Sheisdoing

somethingonherlaptopbutsheeventuallyshutsit

andofferthestatuebythedoorherstare.Nowthat

shegazeshimproperly,helooksfreshtoday,likea

perfumemodel,brighteasyclothing.

“Ibroughtyouthis"hewavesapaperbagstill

balancedbytheentrance“Ihopeyouwilllikeit,

pleasetryitforme"hetakesabeautifulsimple



floraldressout.Shehasn’tdressedinages“Please

mamamogirl"heknowshowshefeelsaboutthat

namebutit’ssohardtojustletitgo,everyone

alwaysslipsandcallherthatandsheletsthembe.

Hewalksfurtherinnexttoherbedsideplacingthe

dressontopofher“IknowIhurtyousthandwa

samiandIwillkeepapologizinguntilyoufinditin

youtoforgiveme,fromthecoreofmyheartIam

trulysorrymkamiIdidyouwronginaway

unimaginable.Iwilldoanythingifyouforgiveme

mommyIcan’ttakethissilenceanymore”he

sincerelyapologizestaringinhereyesbutshe

doesn’tgiveanyemotions,sheisjustblankly

staringbackathimlikeaplainsheetawaiting350

wordsofessayaboutyourselfinanexam.

“Iorganizedusalittlepicnicatthefarm,Ithought

wecouldjustsit,relaxandtalk.Alothappenedand

wehaven’thadouralonetimetorekindleandease

thingsaway”hegiveouthissurpriseplanhopingto

earnhimselfabitofemotionbutsheisstillthe

same“Myheavenimbeggingyou”hepleadsbutit

doesn’tpenetrateher,it’slikehistalkingtoabrick.



Hesighsheavilybeforepushinghisdisappointed

behindoutofthedoor

Asthedayevaporatesintothelaterhoursofclose

tomidday,Vulahasn’tgivenupasyet.Hetries

somethingelseandhewillkeeptryinguntilshe

breaks.Khwezislowlywalkstohermotherwhois

sittingoutsidewithMaSibisiandMaNhlapo,she

gentlewalkswithamugplacedonthetrayand

singleroseontheside

“Mommythisisforyou”shesayswithasillysmile

andboitumelomeltsathersightalthoughshe

knowsthisisallthedevil’sworkuponthebalcony

staringdownatthem

“Thankyoumybaby”shesulks

“Nomommy,sisi”shecorrectsandthewomen

laugh

“Okaysisi,thankyou”sheinsistsonbeingcalled

'sisi'latelybecausesheisnolongerababyasshe

says,twebankieisthebaby.It’sacupofhot

chocolateinthemiddleofahotday,welltheysay



it’sthethoughtthatcounts

“Andheremommy”shetakesoutanotefromher

pinkdresshandingittoher.Shereadsthecontent

ofthelettersmilingdownsothedevildoesn’tsee

hisplanworking

“Whatdoesitsay"MaNhlaphoasks,eagertoknow.

Boitumeloblushesreading

*BABYGIRLADAYWITHOUTYOURSMILEISSO

DULLBUTANIGHTWITHOUTYOUISHELL,IMISS

YOUMYWIFEANDIAMTRULYSORRYPLEASE

FORGIVEME*

“Whatdidhedo"MaSibisiquestion

“Wearestillfightingoversihle"shelies,shestill

protectshimbecauseshelovesthatman

“ButMaDlomoyoudoknowatsomepointthatman

canneverbeyoursalone"saystheruralMaSibisi,

sheissoruraleveneverythingcomingoutofher

mouthisrural.

“Whatdoyoumeanmah"shequestionswitha

closedexpression



“Dlomomenwillalwaystakemultiplewives”she

wantstoarguethatNdlovukaziwastheonlywifeto

herlatehusbandbutsheletsitbenotwantingto

startasquabble.Shebitsherteaclubmatesa

goodbyeafterlongruralconversationsthatshejust

participatedforthesakeoftalking.

Vulaiswatchingherlikeapieceofmeatwhenshe

passesthemgoingupthestairs.Henudgesuncle

Zwehardcausinghimtogroaninpain

“Sathaneomcane”(littlesatan)hecursesinpain

butvulapointshimtumiwithhishead“Makoti"

unclezwecallsherandshestandsofferinghimher

attention“Pleasemakemesometeamtanami"she

justnodandturnonherstepsgoingbacktothe

kitchen,sheknowsthisisallvula'sdoingsandshe

isnothavingit

Sheknowseverythinginthishouseandsheknows

justhowthekinglikeshisteaandbecausehiswith

peopleshehastomakethemteatoobutknowing

vulaandMthosheknowstheydon’tdrinktea



duringthedaybuttodaybothofthemaregoingto

drinkit.Shelaughsthinkingofherplan

ShetakesthefirsttrayofUnclezwe,kubekaand

bablungisathenMthoandVulaseparately.Sheis

sorrythatMthoisgoingtobecaughtinthecross

firebutit’shisbrother,hevowedtocarryhissword.

“Hlalaphansingane’yamiIhavebeenmeaningto

talktoyou"(sitdownmybaby)unclezwesayjust

asshewaspreparingtoleave“thecouncilspeaker

cametoseemetoday,therewon’tbeno

investigationsgoingforwardapparentlysihle

confessedthatshewaslying"sheisabitamazed

buthappy.BabLunigsaisalsoabitsurprised,that

girlwassoeagertohaveVulahealsowonders

whatchangedhermindifshedid

“Icanfinallygohome”unclezwenods“Thank…”

mthointerruptgroaning

“Yeeerrrrrr"hegroansholdinghisstomach

“Iniboy”(Whatisitboy?)BabLungisaasksalready

onhisfeetbeforehim,peoplehereknowhimthey

don’tscaretoanyofhistactics



“Mystomachtyma”(father)hecries.Hisuncleare

stillnotconvinced,boitumeloisswallowingnothing

downherthroat,whyishesuchayellowbone,she

asksherselfinwardly.Thelaxativepillsshemixed

intheirteapotwassupposedtoworkatmidnight

anditwassupposedtowashthedisrespectin

Vula’ssystemashewashedthedisrespectinher

too,becauseheistheonewhosearseisonthe

firingline.AbigfartleavesMtho'sarseandheruns

downthepassageholdinghisbehind

“Sitdown”unclekayreprimandsbablungisawho

wasonhisfeettryingtofollowmtho“it’soneofhis

tricks”hesayseasilysippingonhistea.Whyisvula

normal,heisnotinanysortofpain?Shequickly

excusesherselfrunningthefireshestartedbut

Vulaisrightbehindherassheshutsthedoor

sippinghislaxativetea.Hisonestrongmanshame,

shethinkslookingathimsiphistealikeit's

perfectlyokay

“Babe”heretiresonthebedpattingthespacenext

tohimbutsheignoreshimdisappearingtothe



bathroom“Haumkami,youreally…..”(mywife)she

cutshimpeepingthroughthedoor

“Gofetchmysonandcomeback”sheinstructs,he

frownsabitbutquicklysmileswhenitpenetrates

thatshesaid‘comeback’.Heflasheslikelightening

toMaNkosi’sroomandcomebackwiththevery

muchawakeMkhontoinhisarms.Hegentlyhands

himtohismomwhoissittinginthebathroomona

chair,offishlythebathisfilledwithwaterandit

doesn’tlooklikewarmwaterbecausethereisno

steamevaporating

“You’regoingtobath”heasks

“No,youare”hesmileshappythatsheistalkingto

himbutwait,whyishegoingtobath?Hesniffshis

armpitsmaybehestinks

“SthadwaIwillbathafterdinner”hesuggest

“Stripthoseclothesvulamasango”shecommands

withthatcoldfaceagain.Sigh!Hetakesoffhis

clothesandputhisfirstfootinthebathfullofwater

withherjuststaringtenderlycradlingtwebankie,he

jumpwhenhisfootcomeincontactwithcoldwater



“THEFU*KBUTHUMELOTHEWATERISFLIPPING

COLD”hecurseswithfrown

“TakeabathVulamasango”shegrinskissingher

son’sforehead“Orkanjaniboy,daddygavemommy

acold15minutesbathright,healsohavetotakeit

formommytoforgivehim”Vulapopshiseyes

“Youcannotbeserious,15minute”hismouthis

openagape

“Youwantmyforgivenessornot?”sheaskswitha

straightface.Heexhalesdeeplyindefeatgettingin

atabfullofcoldwater,hecringesjuststanding

nakedinabath“TakeabathVulamasango,sit

down”shecommandsagainwiththatstupidgrin

“Ihateyou”hesaysshiveringinabathfullofcold

water

“Iloveyoutooandyour15minutesofcoldstarts

now”shegrinslookingathercellphone

Afterthatcoldbaththerewasnowayinhellhewas

goingtosleepalone,heneededherwarmthmore



thanaheatershesuggestedandforthefirsttime

twebankieissleepinginhiscradlewhichhismom

neverusesbecauseshefeelsuncomfortablewith

himnotclosetohim

“Lookatmemyheaven,heissafe”sheisabit

uneasewithhimjusttwofeetawayfromhertouch

“Pleaseholdme”hetakesherhandandwrapit

aroundhiswaistlayingbytheirsidefacingeach

other

“Yourkneeis……”sheswallowsherwordstouching

whatshethoughtwashisknee,hegrinshappily

“Hisfamishedmyheaven”shethrowshereyesup

“I’mseriousmama,feelhim”hegrabsherhandand

putitinhisbriefs,thereisastonehardfistformed

downthere“ngicelaungibhebhisezuluami”(canI

pleasefu*kmyheaven)heasksalreadyturning

Chineseasherubsherhandupanddownhisshaft

“Pleasemama,ngizobamnene”(Iwillbegentle)he

reallylookshungryandinpainbutshedoesn’twant

togiveitupasyet,sheisnotsureifsheishealed

properlyasyet.Vulaisabigmanandsheisscared

hemightripherup.Shepeckshisnoseashe



closedhiseyes,therearemanywaystokillthecat

“Letmommytakecareofyou”shesaysclimbing

himpositionhimbeneathherandheopenshiseyes

happilyimpressed

“Pleasemyheaven,ibuhlungilento”(it’spainful)he

begshappilyasshetravelsdownhischestdroping

wetkissestohislowerbody,thecrotchunderthe

briefsisalreadydripping.Hismemberistooexcited

aboutthisheisnotgoingtolast.Hisisimpressed

byallthis,sheonceattemptedtosuckhimoncebut

hestoppedherandnowthathedoesn’thavea

choice,hewilltakeanythingserved.Heraiseshis

headfromthepillowandstareatherdownhis

crotch“Areyousuremama”heasksmorelikeheis

begginghertosayyes.Sherespondsbyholding

theshaftandputtingtheopeninginher0shaped

mouthticklingthetipwithhertongue

“Fu*k”hecursesfallingbacktothepillow

“Bigboysdon’tcry”sheremarkswithasmirkgently

runninghertonguearoundhisshaft“AndIhaven’t

startedwithyouasyet”sheaddgivinghimahand



jobstaringatthepulsatingveinsinherhand.She

wetsherlipsandslowlytaketheshaftinhermouth

maintainingcontactwithhisshuteyesatthe

moment

“My…wi….fe”hehissslowlytakinginallthepleasure.

Sheputsherteethinactiongentlygrindinghis

lengthinhermouthasshesucksthezuluassin

him,hisholdingherheadsotighttryingtopushher

todeepthroathimbutsheisnotthereyet,she

enjoyshearingagrownassmancryingather

tonguegame“Womaaaaan”hegroansfinally

feelinghistipdownhersmallthroat,shedeep

throatshimlookingathimandhetriestomaintain

eyecontactbuthefailsinpleasure,shefondlehis

ballswhiledeepthroatinghimandhedies

immediately“Dammmnit”hefallsbacktothepillow

shootinghiscumrightdownherthroatandshe

jumpsofffeelingtheurgetopuke.Heistoomuch

inhispleasurezonetopayattentiontheone

runningtothebathroom,shecomesbackfromher

mouthwashtofindhimstillshutdownholdinghis

stillfirmshaft



“Keojele”(Iateyou)shesayshappilylyingnextto

him,hefinallyopenshiseyesandlookathernot

pleased

“Ngicelainquzamamanaaathisisnoit”(CanI

havesomepus*y)hetriestopullhernightieupbut

Mkhontowailsoutofthebluelikesomeonepinched

him,boitumelojumpsoutofthebedthankfulforher

sonforsavingher,shealmostgotrippedapart

***

BOITUMELO

ShewokeinVula’stightgripinthemorning,she

triedherbesttoescapehishornybehindlastnight

andtwebankiecamethroughforher,heisnotacry

babythatmuchbutlastnighthekeptthemup

almostallnightlong.Shechecksherphonethat

wakedherupbutstoppedringingwhenshefinally

gainedconsciousness,it’sLuthando.Oddshe

thinks,whatthehellcouldshewant?Shethinks,

maybeshewantsVula.ShetakesVula’sphoneto

checkifshecalledhimsoshecanwakehimupbut



sheiswelcomedwithtextsthatcausesherhigh

bloodtoshoottherooftheverysamemoment.

Somebitchesouttheredeservesawardsforman

chasingskills,damnthiswitchdoesn’tgiveup,she

thinksputtinginthepasswordtoreadthe

messages

Sihle:VuvuI’mstillwaitingforthelocationmylove

Sihle:OkaywhatshouldIwearatleastmylove

Sihle:MyhusbandIknowit’sasurprisebutatleast

givemeahint

Sihle:MyloveItoldNgemathetruththatIwaslying

aboutthekingandmysisterwife,Ijustwantedyour

attention.Pleasedon’tchangeyourmindaboutus

becauseofthat,Iwillapologisetohertoojusttell

mewhereweshouldmeettodaylikewehad

planned.

Sheisfuming,thefu*kisvulamasangodoingtoher,

thisniggerlookedherintheeyesandlied,heisina

relationshipwithSihlethesetextsconfirmsallher

suspicions,theyareevenplanningonmeeting



todayprobablytofu*k.shefeelstheurgetopuke

onceagainwhenshethinksshewasblowingadi*k

thatdipsinsihle’spottoo.Howcanhebreakher

heartlikethis?

Shecloseshereyesthinkingwhatisshegoingto

do,runlikeshealwaysdoandleaveVula’scheating

assforgoodorstayandfight.It’sdayslikethis

whenshemissesheraunt,Deealwayshavefast

waystoeradicateobstacles.

PLEASELIKE,COMMENT,SHAREANDINVITE

FRIENDS

THANKYOUONCEAGAINANONYMOUS

GOODNIGHTMYPEEPS
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TOOFARISTOOFAR



BOITUMELO

ShelooksatthesnoringVulapeacefullysleeping

withhisson,thisniggerhaspushedhertoofar.Its

timeforhertogrowathickskinanddealwithSihle

onceandforall,shelovesthismanandthefamily

hegaveher,throughhimshegrew,shebecamethe

womenshealwayslongedtobeandsheisnot

preparedtogiveallthatupwithoutafight.She

takeshisphoneandrespondstohertext,it’stimeto

dealwiththispestbeforeshegoeshome,heraunt

isgettinghitchedthiscomingSaturdayandhere

sheisdealingwithVula’sgrownassbitcheswho

refuserejection

Vula:JustbereadymyloveIwillsendyouthe

locationbeforelunch

Sihle:OkaymyloveIwillbereadyforyou.

Shecursesdeletingtheevidenceanddisappearsto

thebathroomtostartherabouttobeeventfulday.

Thetwoboysarestillsleepingandthisisher



chancetoputherplaninmotion,shetakesVula’s

phonethinkingshemightneeditforfurther

assistanceinherplan.ShedialsAbongilewalking

downthestairsandhepicksuponthefirstring

“MaNdlunkulu”hesayspickingup,shehatesthat

namebutshewastoldeveryonewhoisnotfamily

willcallherthatandshewilljusthavetooblige

“Hey,unjani”(Howareyou?)sheasksnicelybuthe

chuckles

“MaNdlunkuluhowcanIbeofservicetoyou

today?”hewasassignedherdriverbyVulawhono

longerwantsherinubersanymore

“Canwemeetnowifyou’renotbusy?”

“MaNdlunkuluIhavetodropanythingwhenyoucall,

Iwillbeinthepalacein5minutes”

“No,nonothere”sherefrainshim“Howaboutyou

callmewhenyouroutsideandIwillcome”thereis

abitofsilencelikehisthinking

“IseverythingokayMaNdlunkulu”heaskswith

anxiety



“EverythingisfineAbongile,pleasejustdoasIsay

withoutquestionsandpleasedon’ttellanyone”he

isnotcomfortablewiththisbutheeventually

agrees.Indeedheinformsherwithaphonecall

whenheisparkedoutsideandshemakesherway

tothecarwearingherhoodiesdownherface

avoidingrecognition

“Abongile”sheacknowledgesclimbingtheback

door

“Maam”shegiveshimalookandhelaughslooking

backather“I’msorry”shenods,shehatebeing

referredtolikethat“Wherearewegoingwithyou

lookinglikealokshinqueen”shelaughs

“DoyouknowanyquiteplacewhereIcanmeetwith

someone”hestaresather“Notlikethat,thereis

justoneofHarry’sskanksthatjustrefusestogo

away”Abongilelaughs

“WhydoIfeellikeI’mgoingtobeintroublefor

this?”

“Whathedoesn’tknowwon’tlandyouinanytrouble



atall,wenajustdriveandfindmeaquietplace”he

nodsdrivingoutandtexting.BoitumelosendsSihle

thelocationandthechangedtimeto10:00amwith

Vula’sphone.Thistimeisperfectshewon’thaveto

explainherselfmuchcomingbackandhavinghis

phoneworksinherfavour.Afteronehourthirty

minutes,theyfinallyarriveattheirdestinationand

sheisimpressedofthelocation

“ThankyouAbongile”shesaystryingtodepartthe

carbuthelocksthedoors

“I’msorryIcan’tallowyoutogoalone,Ihavetogo

withyou”shelooksathim“Pleasedon’taskmeto

stay,alreadyI’mgoingtobeintroublebyjustdoing

thisandlettingyougointherealoneisgoing……”

hisrambling

“Abongilestayinthecar,IwillcallyouifIneedyou”

shecommandsandAbongileobliges,heknows

whentoquestionandwhennottodoso.She

makesherwayinthelodgewithherlefthandinher

trackpantspocketsandtheotheronepullingher

hoodielaces,sheaskedAbongiletodriveslowlyso

Sihlecangetherebeforeher,shemakesherwayto



thereceptionistandsheisgladtohearthather

companionshipisalreadyhere

Sheinhalessharplybeforeopeningthedoor,the

beautifulsihleissittingonthebedwithacoatand

redstilettos.Shepopshereyesatthesightof

boitumelowithtrackpantsandsneakersbythe

door,boitumelolaughsattheimagebeforeher,the

girlcameallprepared,readytogiveitallup,her

faceisdolledupshelooksnothinglikeher

“SihleKhoza”boitumelosaywithachucklelocking

thedoorbehindherandputtingthekeyinher

pockets,Sihleisstillawestruck,sheisnotsureof

whatisgoingon“Ithoughtwecouldtalkwomanto

woman,mothertomother”shesaysroughlypulling

thechairtositbeforethestillsihle,whosomehow

iscurrentlymute.Sheretiresbeforeherplacingher

rightfootontheedgeofthebednexttosihle’s

yellowthighthatgivesthatsheisactuallynude

underneath“Whatdoyouwantthemostinlife

Sihle?”sheasksnicelylookinginhereyes,she

thoughtthefirstquestionwouldbe‘areyou



sleepingwithmyman’andheranswerwasgoingto

beaquickyesbutsheaskssomethingsheisnot

sureof

“It’snoneofyourbusiness,whatareyoudoing

here?”sheisnotmuteafterallandtheattitudejust

surfaced

“Iaskedasimplequestion”Sihlelooksatherfrom

toetohead

“IT’SNONEOFYOURDAMNBUSINESS,WHATDO

YOUWANTMOSTINLIFE?”sheasksherback

shoutingbutboitumeloissocalmlikeallthisis

normal

“IwanttoraisemychildrenandbethebestmotherI

canbeforthem,that’smyultimategoal,simplelike

thatandIjustwanttoknowyours”shetellscalm

“WhataboutVuvu?”Sihleaskswithafrown

“Whatabouthim?”Boitumeloasksbackwitha

straightface

“Isn’thepartofthethingsyouwantthemostin

life?”sheshakesherheadno



“IlovehimbutIcanbewithouthim,butIcannotbe

withoutmychildren”theyfallintoamomentof

silence

“Whatdoyouwanthere?”sihleasks

“Iwantustotalk,Iwanttoknowwhatyouwant”

that’ssimple

“IwantVuvu,Iwanthimtotakemeasasecond

wife”boitumelonods

“Whataboutyourson?”Sihlecringesabit“Imean,I

justbecameamothernotsolongagoandIcan

assureyounodi*kcomebeforemybabies,whyare

youfightingsohardforamaninsteadoffighting

foryourson”

“Heismybrother”Sihleinformswithaheavyheart,

boitumelofrowns

“How?”

“Idon’thavetoexplainmyselftoyou,notallofus

hadaperfectlifelikeyouwh*re”theattitudeisback

again,shestandswithrangepushingboitumelo’s

chairandshefallstothefloor“WHATDIDYOU



COMEHEREHOPINGTOACHIEVE?ADEGREEIN

MINDREADINGMAYBE”sheshoutsstanding

beforeboitumeloonthefloorwithherbeautifulred

laceunderwearonherface

“IwashopingwecantalkwomanlyaboutthisbutI

seewehavetob*tchaboutit”shesitsupright

unexpectedlyandbangherheaddeliberatelyonher

pus*ybone

“Biiiiiitch”shescreamsholdingherfiredcookie

“Yeah!Icanalsobeabitch”shetripsSihlewithher

legandshefallsdown,Boitumelo’skneeroughly

landonsihle’spus*yboneagainandshegroansin

pain,shetriestofightherbutthehitonherboneis

toopainful,thepaintakesallsihle’sstrength

“Todayyouaregoingtoknowwhothefu*kIcanbe

whenpushedtoofar”Sihle’scoatbuttonsflyacross

theroom,theweavelongdesertedherheadwhen

thefightstarted,nevertrustaweaveinafight,that

thingisnotloyalatallwhenitcomestofights.

Boitumelo’selbowlandonSihle’sjawsresultingin



herbitinghertongue,bloodflowsoutofhermouth

liketapwater.Poorsihleisapunchingbagbynow,

sheistoopainedtodoanything“TOOFARISTOO

FAR”shekicksthegroaningSihleonelasttime

beforestrippinghercoatoffherandwalkingoutof

theroomfreshlikenothinghappened,sheleaves

herwithjusthermatchingtornundies.

MiraculouslyVula,MthoandNdunajustpulledon

thedrivewayjustassheexitsthelodgefixingher

hoodie,nevertrustanAbongileinyourlife,hiseyes

arealreadyburrowingthepoorgroundlikeheis

lookingforlottonumbers

“I’msorry”hesaysfinallynotabletotakeherstare,

shejustshakesherheadandlookatthethreemen

whoarelookingatherlikesheiscrazy.Shetakes

thecoatinherhandsandthrowitinthebinnextto

them

“Whowon?”Mthoasksbutshefrowns“Imean

kungfu,whowasJakieChinainthere”Boitumelo

narrowshereyesathim.Vulaisnothappyatall,he



isjustlookingatherwithplaindisappointment.

Sihlelipsoutofthelodgecoveredinatowelwith

bloodwalkingtohercar,everybeing’sattentionis

shiftedtoher“Thathaqueenbatista”Mthoexclaim

happilyforahighfivebutboitumelojustlooksat

himnothappy

“Ndutakemywifehome”Vulaordersandsheis

usheredtothecarbythetwomen.Vulaisdefinitely

nothappy,hehasn’tsaidanythingtoher

***

VULAMASANGO

Hereallytriedbuthedoesn’tknowhowtohandle

thisanymoreexceptforthepermanentsolutionshe

knowsbesttoprovide.Mthocalledtheiruncles

whenhesawthatcoldexpressiononhisface,heis

flyingdowntheroadwithsihlenakedinthetrunk,

shewaschaseddowntheroadandbecausesheis

stupidinloveshestoppedhercarwhenhecalled

herwithMtho’sphonetopullover,shewasthen

draggedtothebootwithnoquestionsasked



Hedrovedowntothefarmhouseandheclimbs

downquicklyopeningthebootforpoorsihlewhois

intears

“VuvuIdidn’tdoanything,sheistheonewho

started”shecriesstillintornunderwear

“Run”Vulawhispersinherearbutsheremains

confusedintears,Mtholooksatherindefeat

shakinghishead

“HowamIrelatedtoyouagain”MthoasksasVula

disappearsbehindthehouse“RUNSihle”he

repeatshisbrother’swordsbutsihleremains

lookingathimwithafrown.Vulacomeback

brushingthefu*kinghugestdogsheiseverseen,

thatbeastisthesizeofalion,itdoesn’tlook

anythinglikeadog.

“Declerk”hesaysbrushingit“Youhaven’teatenin

daysboy,youmustbestarving”

“RUN”Mthoshoutsforher,thistimesheflies,she

doesn’tcarethatshehasnoclothingon

“CATCH”Vulashoutsunleashingthebeastdeclerk

dog
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FAREWELL

VULAMASANGO

Thelevelofcommunicationinhishouseholdisnot

great,hehateswhathiswifedid,sheshouldhave

talkedtohimbeforejumpingtoconclusionand

makingherowndecisions.Relationshipsareatwo

waystreet,youreceivewhatyougiveandhefeels

likehisbeenanopenbookwithherfromdayone,

theleastheexpectfromheristobeopentoo.Not

thistickingtimebombsheisturnedouttobethat

bottlesthingsupandjustexplode

Sheisbeenavoidinghimalldaylong,sheoccupied



herselfwithKhweziandMkhontothewholeday

claimingsheisspendingtimewithherchildrenand

nowthatit’stimetoretireshehasnostonetohide

under.Shejustwalkedoutofthebathroom

fasteninghergown,Khweziisonthebedwith

MkhontoandbythelookofKhwezi’sdressingit

seemslikesheissleepingheretoday.Itmustbe

herwayofkickinghimoutoftheroom

“BabalookIboughttwebankieapresent”shesays

pointingatthepinksocksthathissoniswearing,

withasisterlikeKhwezihecanonlypraythathis

sondoesn’tcomehomewiththesamegender

makotioneday

“Babywhydon’tyoutakeyourbrotherandgoshow

gogohissocks,sheisheretoday”hisfocusison

thewomanwhoisabituncomfortable

“Iwilltakethem,heistooyoungforKhwezitocarry

her”boitumelosayalreadycarryingherson.She

babiesMkhontotoomuch,theboyisgrowingjust

finebuttoherhewillalwaysbeadayold.Shetrust

noonewithhim,evenamaidthatwasassignedfor

himsherefusedher.Vulalethergoaccompanyher



childrentogogo’sroomandhewaitsforsettlingon

thebed.Shecomesbackopeningthedoorlikea

thievecheckingthecoast

“Sitdown”hecommandslookingupatherrooted

bythedoor,shelazilywalksinandsettlejustnext

tohimasrequested“Whatdoyoucallwhatyoudid

today?”heaskscalmbothfacethedoor

“Fightingformyfamily”

“Didyouwin?”hequestionsbutreceivesilenceas

ananswer“I’masking”

“Whatdoyouwantmetosay”sheaskswithasigh

“Iwantyoutotellmehowyouleavemesleeping

nexttoyouanddrivetothenexttownjustsoyou

can‘fight’withsihle”hequotesfightwithhis

fingers“Insteadoftalkingtome,yougoaround

panelbeatingworthlessbi*ches,whatdoyoucall

that?”hequestionsfurtherexasperated

“IcallitfightingVulamasango,youaskedmeto

stoprunningandfightandthatwasmefighting”



“WellIdidn’tlikeit,whenIsaidfightIdidn’tmean

goaroundbeatingpeopleImeantstandyour

ground,HOLDYOURDAMNOWNWOMAN”he

shoutsthelastpart

“People?Youmeanyourexthathasbeenapartof

thisrelationshipforsolongthathearinghername

exhausteveryboneinme”sheaskswithastraight

face

“ItoldyouIwasgoingtohandleit”hedefends

“When?Whensheisalreadyyoursecondwifelike

shewants?”

“That’sbullandyouknowit”herepliesannoyed

“WellIhandleditthewayyoutoldmeto,andifyou

don’tlikeittoughvulamasango”

“Youreallydon’tseeanythingwrongwithwhatyou

did”hequestionsannoyed

“Vulamasango,yourexhasbeenapartofthis

relationshipforsodamnlongit’snothappy

anymoreandyoukeeplettinghergetawaywith

everything,it’slikeyouenjoyherinfluenceinour



relationship.Myexwasinthepicturebeforeyou

camealongandyouaskedmetocutalltiedwith

himandIdidjustthatoutofrespectbutyoucan’t

seemtodothesameformeandTsietsididn’teven

doanythingwrong,Ijustlefthimbehindbecause

youaskedmeto.ItoldyouIdon’teverwanttosee

Sihletoobutyougavehermoney‘tostartafresh’as

youcallit,doyoucallthatrespectingus?”

“Whydoyouhavetobringyourexinthis?”she

chucklesbitter

“Iwasjustmakingyouseereason”hehuffs

“WellIhatehimandIhatethefactthathegotyoua

job”shechucklesbecauseshehearsofthatevery

chancehefeelslikeremindingher

“TellmesomethingIdon’tknow”shesayswithan

attitude

“Droptheattitudebuthumelo”hewarnsandshe

heavesasighcalmingdown

“I’msorry,I’mjust……I’mtired”theybothfallinto

minutesofheavysilenceuntilboitumelobreaksit

“SizweispayinglobalathisSaturdaycanIgohome



onThursday?”sheasks

“Youcanleavetomorrow”hesaysnotlookingat

herandshechuckles,wowtomorrowit’s

Wednesdayshethinks

“Okay”shesighsheavily“AnywaynextweekIalso

havetobeinjoburg”shetellsnotsureifsheshould

continueduetothetension

“What’sinjoburg?”heaskswithpureexasperation

inhisvoice

“Thereisamatterthatneedsmyattention”that’sall

shesays

“Can’titwaituntilyoufinishyourmaternityleave?”

“It’sjustasingledaything,thefollowingdayIwill

returnhome”henodsonhisfeet

“Youwillhaveasafejourney”withthathewalks

outofthedoor

***

BOITUMELO



Shesleptwithaburdenedheartlastnight,shefelt

anenormousmountainweighingherdownlast

nightduetohowtheirconversationturnedoutbut

onethingisforsure,abitofamomentcandono

harm.Eventhoughthingsarenotatbest,shestill

showsherbubblyfaceforbreakfastandlaughwith

everyone,noteveryoneneedstoknowthatsheis

goingthroughahurdleatthemoment.Announcing

herdepartureisnotsurprisingtoanyonewhenshe

mentionsDinny’slobolanegotiationandher

grandfather’sinauguration,it’sjustabitearraising

thatsheisleavingtodaybuteveryoneiscaughtin

theexcitementofherweddingthatisdueafterthe

inaugurationtopayattentionthatrosesareslowly

dying.

Shepreparesherluggagewithtwebankiekicking

theaironthebed,Ndlovukaziwasrightto

admonishherfromalwayscradlinghimnowhe

enjoyslayingonhisbackthanbeingcarried.

Khweziwalksinpullingherlittlepinksuitcaseand

shelaughs



“Babeyoucan’tcomewithme”theytalkedaboutit

beforebreakfastandshethoughtsheunderstood

“I’mstillonholidayspleasemommy”shebegs,she

looksatherwithareallyexhaustedlook“pretty

please”shelaughs

“Okaygocallgogoforme”sherunsouthappily

screamingtoanyonewhocarestolistenthatsheis

goingonaholidaywithhermother.Ndlovukazi

walksinlookinglikeyesterday,shelookslikeapast

tense,likesheoncewas.Sheisnotinagoodspace

andthisiswhyshecalledherhere

“Maayoureallyneedtostopstressingoryouwill

losethechild”sheadmonishes

“MaDlomoIjustprayit’snotme”thisiswhathas

beenweighingherdown,shepraysandhopesby

miracleGodwillundoallthis

“Iboughtyouthis,let’sgetthisoveranddonewith”

shehandsherapregnancytesttubebutNdlovukazi

justlookatherlikesheiscrazy“Maaplease”she

begs

“Canweprayfirst?”Boitumelonodslaughing,sheis



soscaredit’sunlikeher.Theybothkneeldown

holdinghands“DearLord,Icallyourpresencethis

morningtobewithmeinthisdifficulttime.GodI

prayforyoutoperformyourmiraclesandmakethe

testcomenegative,myGodI’mtoooldtocarrya

child,Iknowchildrenareblessingfromyoubutthis

one…”

“AMEN”boitumelointerjectloudlyopeninghereyes

beforeshesayssomethingshemightregret,you

don’twishbaduponyourchildrennomatterwhat

“takethetestmaa”shedisappearsintothe

bathroomwithastick.Sheknowshowthedamn

thingworks,shejustneverthoughtatherageshe

willbepeeingonstickstoconfirmpregnancy.She

givesthesticktoboitumelowhensheisdoneand

buryherfaceinherhandsstaringdownthefloor,

thisisthelongestdreamsheiseverhadifit’sreally

one.Boitumeloisalsonotmakingthingseasier

becausesheisnotevensparkingtheconversation,

sheisjuststaringatthestickinsilenceretchingup

theheavypressureroamingtheroom,afterwhat

feltlikedecadesshefinallysays“congratulations



maa,anotherblessingiscomingyourway”she

announceswhatshealreadyknew,butforsome

reasonshewashopingforamiracle

“MaDlomowhatamIgoingtodo”sheaskswitha

voiceshecannotrecognise,boitumelolaughs

takingherhands.Shegivesherthatassuring

capturingsmileofhers.

“CominghereIwaswarnedaboutyoubutyou

turnedouttobethebestIhavehadsincecoming

hereandIwanttoassureyouthatinmeyoudidn’t

getadaughteronlybutyoualsogotyourselfa

friendthatwillbetherenomatterwhat.SoI’m

goingtosayitagainjustworryaboutpushingGift,

nomatterwhathappensbetweenVulaandI,Iwill

bethereforthelittleman”sheassuresbutearns

herselfafrown

“Whatdoyoumean,what’shappeningbetweenthe

twoofyou”Ndlovukaziquestions

“Oh!Nothingmaa,Ijustwantedtoassureyouthat’s

all”shelies

“Areyousure?”shenodstoeaseher“Thankyou



babe”shesmiles“Iwassowrongaboutyou”they

bothlaughgoingdownmemorylane.

Onceshewasdonepacking,shecalledVulatotalk

aboutKhweziandwithoutanyhustlehejustwalked

inhonouringtherequest.Theyhaven’ttalkedsince

lastnightandhejustwalkedinkissingandplaying

withhisson,notevenahellobutitiswhatitis.

“I’mleaving”sheinformstryingtoearnherself

someattentionwhichsheisnotgettingatall

“Okay”hesaysstillplayingthegigglingMkhonto

“Khweziwantstoleavewithme,isthatokay”she

earnsherselfhiscoldlookatlast

“Whatareyousaying?”heaskswithacold

expression

“Ijustwanttoknowifit’sokayforKhwezitocome

withme”shesayswithaheavysigh

“Didyouaskpermissiontoalsotakemysonas

well”sigh!Shereallyjustneededhimtojustsayyes

ornonotanotherfight,sheisreallytiredofallthis



“Ijustneedayesorno”sheinformswithasigh

“Doasyouplease”withthatsaidhewalksoutof

thedoor,shewasn’tevendoneasyet,shewanted

toknowifhisgoingtodriveherorshehastouse

Abongile.

Shebitseveryoneinthehousefarewell,Vulais

nowhereinsightbutshesmilesdodgingthe

questionsabouthispresence.Abongiledrivesher,

KhweziandMkhontooff,it’sabitheavyleavingthis

place,shewasstartingtolikeitandenjoyherself

hereandwithwhateverisgoingonsheisnotsureif

shewillcomeback

“Mommywhyareyoufrowning”Khwezidisturbs

hertroubledmind,shesmiles

“I’mjustthinkingbaby”sheassureswithasmilebut

herheartisasheavyasastone.Abongilestartsoff

atthegaragetofillupthetank

“MommycanIalsopee?”travelingwithkidsisnot

cuteatall



“Let’swaitforAbongileandIwillaccompanyyou”

Khwezinods

WhenAbongilecomesbackheisaskedtolook

afterMkhontoasthetwoladiesretiretotherest

rooms,justastheyarecomingbackboitumelo

feelseyesonher.Shesearchestheeyesstaringat

herandhereyeslandsonSipho‘WhatinGod’s

nameheisdoinghere?’hersubconsciousasks.

ShetightlyholdsKhwezi’shandandmarches

quicklytothecarbutit’stoolate,heisrightonher

feet

“Youstilllookbeautiful”sheswallowstryingtowalk

offtothecarbuthestandsbeforeher“TumicanI

pleasehavefiveminutesofyourtime?”hebegs

withastrainedvoice“Please”

“NO”sheloudlysaytryingtowalkbutherefrains

her

“PleasetumiIjustwanttowarnyou,yourlifeisin

danger”shechucklebitter

“Danger?Whatdoyouknowaboutdangerwhen



youstalkpeopleforaliving”sheasks

“TumiIwasjuststupid,Iloveyousomuchi…..”he

iscutoff

“PissoffSipho,staythefu…”shelooksatkhwezi

andbreathshard“Stayawayfrommeandmove

beforeIscream”shethreatens

“HeisamonsterIjustwanttosaveyoufromhim

befo…….”Heiscutoffonceagain

“Nothing,MOVE”sheshoutsthelastpartand

peoplestareatthem.Abongilequicklycomestheir

wayandSiphonoticehimfirst,helooksatherone

lasttimebeforeheleavesandsays

“Hedoesn’tdeserveyou,justhavealookatthe

envelopandcallme”withthatheturnbefore

Abongilereacheshimleavingboitumeloin

questions,whatenvelop?Sheasksherselfinwardly

“Whowasthatmanmommy?”Khweziasks

“Averybadmanbaby”shereplieswalkingbackto

thecar

“Buthesaidhelovesyou”Khwezisaywithagiggle,



boitumelojustchucklesmeetingAbongilehalfway

“Areyouokay?”heasks

“Wearefine,let’sjustgetoutofhere”theyallwalk

backtothecarandwhensheopensherbackdoor,

thefirstthingshenoticesistheenvelopontheseat,

what’sthisnow?“What’sthis?”sheasksAbongile

wavingtheenvelop

“It’snotyours”shegiveshimthe,areyoustupid

look,Ishouldn’thaveaskedifitwasmine“Oh!

Khwezi’sgogowaspassingbyandshesawus,she

cametogreetMkhonto,itmusthavefellfromher”

heexplains

“Ndlovukazi?”shequestions

“NoMaKhoza”that’sLuthando,whatthehell?She

thinkslookingattheenvelopeasAbongiledrives

off.Ittakeseverythinginhernottoopenitbutshe

thinksoftheenvelopesiphoaskedhertohavea

lookat,couldthisbeit?Shetakesherphoneand

dialVulatotellhimasheaskedforherto

communicatewithhimbeforemakingdecisionsbut



herejectshercalls.WhywouldLuthandoleavean

envelopeinhercarandatthesametimeherstalker

tellshertohavealookattheenvelope,couldshebe

workingwithherstalkernow?Thatfireofopening

thedamnthingburnshermore.Sheopensthe

envelopeandherheartstopsforaminute,her

handsareshaking,hermouthisopenagapein

shock

“MOMMY,MOMMY”Khwezicallsout,shesounds

sofaryetsoclose.Sheinhalesdeeplypushingthe

envelopeinherbagtocontrolhernowscattered

emotionsbeforeshehasanotherbreakdown

“Sangowhathaveyoudone”shemeanttoask

herselfinwardlybutshewasaudibleforeveryonein

thecar.Khweziisnotpayingattention,sheis

playingwithherbrother.Abongilewantsto

questionbutherefrainshimselfbykeepinghis

attentionontheroad.Shetakestheenvelopoutand

lookatitonelasttimewhensheisclusteredher

emotionstogether,thiscannotbeSihlebutthat

underwearisthesameashersandthebody

structureresembleshersaswellbutwhatanimal



ateherandwhyisVula,MthoandNdunastanding

nexttoherbody
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MANUP,NOWOMANUPANDCLAWYOURWAY

OUTOFTHEDEVIL’SPOT

BOITUMELO

Homehasbeennothingbutamazing,hersonisnot

hersonanymore,MmeSeipatitotallytookover

motheringMkhontoandLetlotlo.Khwezideserted

herandMkhontotheminutehereyeslandedon

Letlotlo,Letlotloisgotherwrappedaroundhertiny



finger.Mkhontoisnowboringtoher,sheaskedher

motherwhydidn’tshebuyherababysisterlike

Letlotloapparentlyboysareboring.Ittookherback

abitthinkingofMhambibutshedidn’tbreak,it’s

slowlyhealingbutshewantsthisyeartobeoverso

shecanseewhereherdaughterwaslaidtorest

It’saSundaymorningandtheyjustcamefromtheir

morningrun,MmeSeipatipreparedthemahome-

maderemedytheydrinktoburnallthebabyfatand

ahotreedbeltthatworkslikemagicbutit’ssotight

onecanbarelybreaththewholedaywithiton,and

withdinny’sgymnastselfshecansafelysaysheis

gettingintoshape.Dinny’slobolanegotiations

wentwell,Sizwepaideverythinginfullwithouta

hustleandtheirweddingisalsopreparedfornext

monthhenceDinny’stighttraining.Nextweekit’s

theinaugurationandmovingbacktothepalace,the

houseisslowlygettingfullfromallrelativescoming

forthecelebration.

“Wherearemychildrenmamzo”IasksMmeSeipati

comingbackfromwashingtherunningsweataway,



IswearI’mnotarunnerI’mjustdoingitbecauseof

dinny,ifitwasn’tforherIwouldstillbelookinglike

thenextmadea

“Theyarebothoutsidewithyourmother”Istilldon’t

trustthiswomanaftershekickedmeoutofmyown

home,Idon’tknowwhyeveryoneissoeagerforus

togetalong.Truthisshemakesmyfatherhappy

andI’mhappyforhimbutI’mnotgoingtojust

forgetwhatshedidjustlikethat

“MmeLebone”Igreetsalreadytakingmysoninmy

armsandholdingoutmyhandforKhwezi

“Tumi”shesmilesandIthinkit’sgenuine

“Ihavetobaththem,Iwillbringthemback”Ilie

alreadydraggingKhwezibacktothehousewith

Mkhontoinmyarms,IhopeonedayIwillforgive

herandtrustherwithmychildren

“MommyImissBabakaKhwezi”shewines,this

childdoesn’tlivewithherfatherbutshewantsto

speakwithhimeveryday,Ihonestlyfeellikerolling

downtheflooreverytimeshewantstospeaktoher



fatherbutherhavingaphonehelpsmekeepmy

peaceasIintendondoinglikehim.Wehaven’t

spokensinceIlefthishomeandhehasn’teven

calledtoaskifwearrivedproperly,ithurtbutwith

myfamilyaroundIbarelythinkofhimandhecan

gojumpinthenextbridgeIdon’tcare,butnotjump

jumpIstillwanthim,Ijustwishsomethingcouldhit

himhardjustsohecanhurtabit

“Whereisyourphone?Callhim”Isuggestapplying

lotiononherskinafterhermorningbath,sheisa

littlemissysomebody,threebathsadayorelseshe

willbegrumpythewholeday.Icanactuallylearna

thingortwofromher,mymaximumbathsperday

it’sjusttwonotmorethanthatorelseIwillbe

abusingmyflawlessskinwithwaterandsoap,body

bathingabuse.

“Idon’thaveairtime”mxm!WhoboughtKhwezia

cellphonemara,youbuyherairtimeandsheusesit

within30minutes,shecallseveryoneinhercontact

listuntilthewhitewomanreprimandsher.Ibought

herairtimeyesterdayandI’msonotdoingitagain

“GoaskMkhulutobuyyouairtime”shenodsand



walksbutcomesbackfromthedoorasifshejust

rememberedsomething

“Theperfumemommy,youforgot”sheopensher

mytoiletrybagabusingthepoorbodysprayshe

thinksit’sperfume.Ihuffcalminghertitsdown,

KhweziisgoingtobeaslayqueenwhetherIlikesit

ornot,shealsotakesthelip-glossonthedressing

tableandapplyitonhertinylipspoutingfirstfor

themirrortocheckherselfoutthenshewalksout.

Sigh!Nomorechildrenforme.

“Baby,ausiwahaoonaledramafordays”(Baby

yoursisterisgotdramafordays)Ispeaktomyson

takinghimwithforbreakfastbutmyphonebeeps

ofanotificationasI’mabouttoexitthedoor

*Ihopeyoumadetherightdecision*it’satextfrom

Sipho,Iretirebacktothebedandreleasealong

heldbreathIwasn’tevenawareIwasholdingasI

readhistext.Iburnedthepictureshesendmeas

soonasIarrivedhome,Ididn’twantthemlandingin

someoneelse’shands,hecalledandIblockedhim,



heusedanotheroneandIblockeditagain.Ididn’t

blockthelastonebecausehesentmeatextwithit

firstandjustbysimpletext*Hekilledher*Iwasthe

onecallinghimback,Ididn’tbelievehimbuthesent

amoredamagingoneofSangodraggingSihleto

thebootofhiscar,withthatpictureandtheoneof

themstandingoverhisbody,hesaidhisfateisin

myhands,eitherIdoashesaysorI’mgoingto

marryajailbird.Hehasmeexactlywherehewants.

Ifireatextback*YesIhave,Iwillbeready*Ilookat

mysonnexttomeandfeelalumpformingdown

mythroat,someoflife’slessonsaren’tfair,someof

usweremeanttosufferforthehappinessofthose

deartoourheartsandsometimesbeingawoman

comeswithburden.Isighheavilyeasingmy

pressedheart,Iwalktothemirrorandlookmyself

in‘MANUP,NOWOMANUPANDCLAWYOURWAY

OUTOFTHEDEVIL’SPOT’

Thetableisfull,thewholefamilyishereandbythe

lookofthingsbytomorrowsomewilleatinthe

loungebecauserelativeskeeppilingup,Khweziis



onmygrandfather’slapeatingwithhimwhileasmy

fatherisholdingLetlotlo.Theconversationisgoing

wellandhappylikehowitshouldbesinceits

morning,morningsaresupposedtobehappy.The

soundofaloud“basheshebahlekakantiinkosi

ing’zwile”putseveryone’seatingandhappinessin

comma,whocoulditbesoearlyinthemorning

bangingthecarspeakerswithgospelmusicthat

affrontsjealousneighbours

TheoneandonlyDimphoMotaungwalksthrough

thedoorlookinglikesheresidesinparadise,she

hasabeautifulwhitelittlegirlnexttoher,everyone

isinawe.Herbrothershavebeentryingtogethold

ofherbeforedinny’snegotiationsbutsherefused,

sheclaimedtobebusyandwillcomewhensheis

notbooked,onlyherandGodknowswhatsheis

bookedforwithhergrade10qualificationself.

“Helloooos”shegreetswithanexaggerated‘hello’

takingtheonlyfreechair,shesohyperyouwould

swearshewonlotto,sheevenlookslikemoneyI

hopesheisnotcontinuingwithhermoneymaking



scheme.“Caylar,gositontopofher”sheinstructs

thelittlegirltome,bythewayI’mholdingmyson

“Bringthatthing,letmeseeit,whereistheother

one”Inarrowsmyeyesatherbuthandher

Mkhontoanyway“JOOOBATHONGBOITUMELO

NGWANAMOBESOOO”(suchuglybaby)mxm!I

didn’tmissheronebit“Yoh!Atleasthisaboy,

neverever,yoh!Whereistheotherthing,letmesee

it”Letlotloispassedontoherwithgigglesroaming

thetablewhileMmeSeipatitakesMkhonto

“Don’tcallmydaughterathingplease”Dinny

reprimandalreadyannoyed

“Aooooshame,Ibetyoumustbehavingchest

painsbecauseyoursisagirl,Iwarnedthetwoof

youofdatingzulumen,thosewillleaveyouwith

uglybabiesyouwillevenbeafraidoftakingthemto

clinic,nursesalwaysshoutwomenwithzulubabies

forbringinguglybabiestoclinicand…..”sheiscut

offwhenLetlotloisplacedinherarms,shediesin

laughter“OhJesus!DINEOWHOISGOINGTO

MARYTHISCHILD”Dinnyisfumingonherchair,

nowI’mlaughingsilently,sheexplodedwhenmy



sonwascalledugly“Hai!Youguysbrokehistoryof

uglybabies,youshouldhaveaskedfortipsfrom

me,lookatmine”shepointsatthewhitelittlegirlon

mylap.Khweziuntangleherselffrommy

grandfatherandwalksaroundthetablewithan

attitudethattellsmesheisabouttostartdrama,

shetapscaylaronmylap

“Excusemethisismymother”shesayswithan

attitude

“Whoisthatlittleshakazulu?”Myauntasksbutno

onerepliesher,Iwillletitslidethatshecalledmy

daughtershakazulu

“Babywhydon’tyouandCaylargoplayoutside,

showheraround”Isuggesttothenotsohappy

KhwezibecauseIdon’tfeellikeputtingoutfiresso

earlyinthemorning.Shewalksaheadofthelittle

girlwithanattitudethatneedtobespankedbackto

sense

“DimphoMotaungdumela”mygrandfathergreets

properlybecauseshefailedtodosoherself



“Dumelaabutiwaka,atleastyoumissedmeunlike

somepeople”wasn’tshesupposedtobetheone

greeting

“Whoisthelittlegirl?”myfatheraskswhatisin

everyone’smind

“Mygranddaughter”shesayscalm,dinnyand

Lekgotlaexplodes,thiswomandoesn’thaveany

childlastweallchecked.Nomancanstandmy

aunt.

“How?Youdon’thavechildren”myfatherreminds

her

“Blackpeoplecanbesoblacksometimes”she

throwsashadeandsighs“myhusbandand…..”she

iscutoffwithangryfacesandvoices

“HUSBAND”bothherbrothersshout

“YesIgotmarriedlastmonthhenceIcouldn’tcome

forpeopledroppinguglyzulubabiesIwasonmy

honeymoon”thishastobeajoke

“Areyouserious?”MmeSeipatiasksshockedas

everyone,shewavesherhandandthereisahugest



diamondringonherfinger,thatthingistwicethe

sizeofmine,Jesus!IlookatDinnysheisalso

checkingherstoowithafrown.Itexceedsour

wildestexpectations

“Dimphoyoucan’tjustgetmarried”myfather

admonishes

“Don’tworryyourselflittlebrother,heisawhiteman

andheiscomingtopayyourlobolatomorrow”it

mustbenicetobeDimphoMotaungyazi,tojust

rockhomewithawhitechildandannouncethatyou

gotmarried

“Tomorrow”asksmygrandfatherwithachuckle

andshenods“I’mgoingtofinehiswhiteass”he

saysstandingtoleavethetable

“Hai!AbutiMorenayoucan’tdothatI’mtoooldand

youhaveaboVulatodothatwiththem,notmy

whiteman”shereasonsfollowingherbrotherout.

Wellthat’stheendofourbreakfast,peopleleave

thetableshockedwhileasDinnyandIarenotatall,

shetoldusawhilebackthatsheisdatingawhite

man,wejustdidn’tthinkitwilllast.



Ihavetogopreparemyself,IhavetobeinJoburg

tomorrowmorningformymeetingandtopaymy

debt.AsI’mchangingDinnywalksinwiththedevil

herself,sheisstaringatmynakednesslikeaman

“Manekeng”(Auntywhatisit?)

“Youdon’tlooklikesomeonewhogavebirtha

monthago”

“Beautifulgene”Iflashasmile,Dinnylaughs

becausesheknowsI’mlying,Iarrivedherelooking

likethenextpigforhelldinner,thatreedbeltworks

shame,Isaluteit

“Atleastuglybabygainedyoumoreass”mxm

“Anyway,Ihearyouwanttobuyacar”Inod,dinny

musthavetoldherthatI’mcurrentlycarsearching,

I’mnotsureasyetofthecarIwantbutIknowithas

tobebig“mysonownsoneofthebiggestcar

dealersinSA,hereishisnumbercallhimIwilltalk

tohim,hewillmakethingseasierforyou”thedevil

inthishousedoesn’tsleepshame

“Manethanksbutnothanks,youdon’thaveason”



shefurrowshereyebrows

“Caylar’sfather,mystepson”sheexplainsandit

makessenseabitbutI’mstillnotcallinghim.I

throwthecardinmybagjusttochaseherout

becauseIknowshewon’tletmebe.

***

LUNGISA

Content;thefeelingofbeingpleasedwithyour

situationandnothopingforchangeorimprovement,

that’showhefeelsatthispresentmoment.She

looksatthegirlbeforehimwhoisthespitting

imageofhimself,thisonetookevenhiscolour

whileMthodecidedtobeatraitorandtookhis

father’sskin.Thefeelinghisfeelingrightnowisout

ofthisworld,heneverimaginedhimselfhavinga

daughterbuthewouldn’ttradeherforanythingin

thisworld

Shestoodrootedonherstepsstaringattheold

maleversionofherself,shedoesn’tblameherbut

hedoesn’tlikethesparkoftearsforminginher



eyes.MthoandVuladrovehimheretomeethis

daughterforthefirsttimeandnowlookingather,

hehateshissistermorewhereverthegreatking

Motaungcalledherwitcheryselfupon.Mayshenot

restinpeace,hecurses.

“A.asweetcakes”Mthorushestoherwipingher

nowfreelyfallingtears

“Whoisthisman”sheaskstheobviousinher

brother’sarmscrying“Idon’twanthim”shebreaks

downmore

“Shhh”that’sallMthosayhushingher.

Vulamasangoshowsmeinanddisappearsinone

oftherooms,vulamasangobetternotbeplaying

withmydaughter,heisamarriedman,whyisheso

freedoingashepleasesinmydaughter’sflat.He

thinksinwardlyasVulagoesabouttheflat“Baba”

Mthointerruptsmyrunningthoughts,didhejust

callme‘baba?’healwayscallsme‘tyma’or‘bab

lungisa’heissohappyhecan’tcontainhimself

“meetyourdaughterLulu”heintroducewithatrace



oftearsinthecornersofhiseyes

“I’myourfatherbaby”Icuphertearyfaceandmelt

attheimage,thisismydaughter,herpresencein

myarmsconfirmsit,afatherwillalwaysknowhis

seed.

“Ihateyou”shesaysintears,itbreaksmeabitbutI

don’tblameher,Ialsohatemyselffornotbeing

thereforherandnotprotectingherlikeIdidher

brother,Ihopenothingfrommycursedcruelfamily

befellmydaughter

“IknowmybabyandIamsosorry”Iapologizes

tightlyholdingher

“Ihateyou”sherepeatstearingdowninpoolof

tearsasIpullhertothecouch,Idon’tknowwhat

shewentthroughinlifebutI’mgoingtotakeallthe

blameandwinherlove,I’mtrulysorryIdidn’t

protecther

“MybabyI……”I’mcutoffbytheimagepassingby

tothekitchen,hewasamanjustaminuteagoand

nowhe…..idon’tevenknowwhatmysightisseeing,



thissurelyqualifiesassightabuse.Vulapassby

wearingpinkpyjamastryingtofastenapurple

gownon,whatthehellisgoingonhere?Hegoesto

thefridgeandtakesataboficecreamandkicks

thefridgedoorclosingitwithawomansleeper

forcedonhisbigfeet

“Whereisthebeer?”VulaasksMthoeatingice

cream,babLungisaisinawe.Whoeatsicecream

anddrinksbeer?Mthohandshimacanfromthesix

packtheybroughtalongtheway“I’msleepinghere

don’twakemeup”hesaysanddisappeartothe

bedroom

“Justpickthedamnphoneandcallher”Mtho

screamsbackathim.HeandLululaughs,thistwo

betterexplaintoday,Vulaisamarriedmanhecan’t

betoyingwithLulu
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Jesus!Thisplaceiscold!ShepraysLulucookeda

warmmealasshewalksdownthecorridortoher

flat,shecouldusesomehotsouptoday,nowshe

missesNdlovukaziandMaNkosi’ssoftporridge.

Shethinksinwardlyassheopensherflatdoor,it’s

notlockedmeaningLuluisinthehousebutthe

quietnessroaminginthehousemakesherthink

otherwise.Sheputshersmallbagonthecouchand

disappeartothekitchenforawarmhotcupof

coffeebeforesheinvestigatethewhereaboutsof

herfriend

Thecoffeesoothesnicelyasshedisappearto

Lulu’sroombutthereisnosignofher,meaningshe

lefttheplacenotlockedthat’sunlikeher

consideringwhattheywentthroughnotsolongago.

Shegoestoherroomwithamindtoslipinhotbath



and……hermouthopensagapewhensheopensthe

door,whatingod’snamehappenedinhere.His

clothesarescatteredallovertheplace,shedoesn’t

needarocketscientisttoconfirmthatthisisVula

snoringlikealiononthebed.

Shetapshisfootandhejumpslikeakidseeingan

injection,hestandstallontopofthebedwithhis

eyesbudgingout.Godneverlovedmeyazi,Iwas

goingtowearthosepj’shisrocking

“Whatareyoudoinghere”Ibreakthesilenceand

theshockonbothofus,clearlyneitherofus

expectedtoseeoneanotherheretoday

“Whatareyoudoinghere”heasksbackandI

internallyrollmyeyes,thisismyhousehisinvading

withhistallselfinmysleepwear,Ihopeheisnot

wearingmyunderweartoobecauseIsawhisonthe

floor“Yourmeetingistomorrow”heasksstepping

downfromthebedandcomingtome,Inod“Why

didn’tyoutellme,howdidyougethere”heasks

worriedly



“AbutiLekgotlagavemealift”hefrowns“My

cousin,mygrandfather’sson”Iexplainandhenods

relaxinghiscreasedforehead

“I’msorry”hesayspullingmywaistclosertohim,

rightnowI’mnotsurewhathissorryfor“Youlook

beautiful”Ipushhimoffmeanddisappeartothe

bathroom,hisnotgonnadestructme,Icamehere

formymeetingnothislamesorrieshecanshove

themdownhisthroatIdon’tcare.Iwashmyhands

afterdoingmybusinessandmyheadlandsonhis

chestasIturn,heisrightinfrontofme“I’msorry

sthandwasami”fu*khim

HeisbreathingbehindmeasItrytotidytherooma

bitcollectinghisclothesandicecreamtubswith

beercansonthefloor,onlyhimcaneatsweet

thingsanddrinkbeer.Hegrabsandshovemedown

thebedthrowingeverythinginmyhandsbackto

thefloor,somuchofmywastedenergy,hekneels

beforemetakingbothmyhandsinhis.Hedropsa

wetkissonbothmyhandsbeforehelooksupinmy

eyes,hechucklesfirst



“Youknowwhat’sfunny,I’mnot100%sure

anymorewhyIwassomadatyou”I’mnotsure

eitherofwhatIdidforhimtohatemesomuch“Ki

kupatsa…tsarilo”(Pleaseforgiveme)Ididn’tmean

tolaughbutunintendedlaughescapesmylips,I

havemadepeacethathimandmylanguageare

parallellines“I’mreallysorryma’wezinganezami,

I’mnotusuallyanemotionalperson,Idon’tknow

howthingsescalatedtothatpointbutIwantto

assureyouthatitwillneverhappenagain”(mother

ofmychildren)hesayssuddenlyserious

“YouhurtmeSango”hereallydid,whodoesn’tcall

theirwivesfordaysandletthemleavewithouteven

sayinggoodbye

“Iknow,Ihaddonesomethingthatday,somethingI

neverthoughtIwoulddoandItookallmy

frustrationsonyou”Ifrown

“Whatdidyoudo”heflinchesabit

“It’snotimportantnow,what’simportantnowisthat

youforgiveme”Istareblanklyathimbreathing



hard“Pleasemylove,ImissedyousomuchIwas

dyingalready”Irunittomycerebrumandnahit’s

notenough

“NO”hesighsandpleadswithhiseyes“Noevenif

youcanturnpuppynop,I’mnotforgivingyou”I

adamantlysay

“Pleasemywife,Ifu*kedupIknowbutyouhaveto

forgiveme.Thereisnomewithoutyouandthereis

noyouwithoutme,wearedestinedtobetogether

myloveandwegoingtofightaswegrowold

togetherandyouwillforgivemestillbecausethis”

hepointsfromhimtome“isallthereistolifefor

me,I’mcontentwithyouandIknowIwouldbe

nothingwithoutyousopleasemyheaven,Ican’tfly

withonewing”thereisabitofasparkinhiseyes,I

don’tknowifit’stearsbutIliketheimagebeforeme,

weakandbroken,a.adon’tlookatmelikethat,this

manhurtmedearly

“Foryouarethewindbeneathmywings”he

chucklesblinkinghistearsaway



“Icanflyhigherthananeaglewithyouasthewind

beneathmywings”thereisthatsmileIloveonhis

face,hequotesoneofourfavouritesongs

“Comehere”Icuphisfacepullinghimtomine,he

pecksmylipsfirstbeforehedevoursmeinatender

gentlekissthatimmediatelywakesmymostfickle

organ

“AmIforgiven?”heaskswithsparklingeyesas

mine

“Iloveyou”heknowsthat’sayes,hislipsfindmine

onceagainbutthistimehishandsleavemycupped

faceanddroptomyseatedwaist,hepicksmeabit

pushingmetothecentreofthebedandgentlylay

medown

“Thankyou”hesaysinbetweenthekiss,hishandis

pickingundermyjerseytravelingtomybreast,

thereisthattinglingsensationwhenhedrawsthat

smallmovementatthesideofmyribs“Ngicela

ungibhebhisezululami”(CanIpleasefu*kmy

heaven)hemurmurnowplayingwithmyaroused



nipple“PleasemommyIwilljustputhim

emnyango”(atthedoor)hebegslostinlust,this

manisdoingsomethingsandIreallydon’twantto

giveitupandIknow‘emnyango’isallthewayinfor

him,thereisnotsuchwithhim

“Babei….oooh!”Imoangivinghimmorespaceto

suckmyneckbutheseizesimmediatelywhileas

I’mpantinglikeIjustclimbedKilimanjaro

“Ngizokunikarelax”(I’mgoingtogiveittoyou)he

sayswithasmirkthatcanquicklyturntotearsifI

closemylegs,hepullsmeupandimmediatelyyank

mycoatoffme“youlostweight,whathappened”he

asksstrippingmyjerseytogetherwithmyvest

sametime,nowI’mleftinmybraandtheshortskirt

withleggingsandboots

“I’mgettingbacktoshape”herollshiseyes

kneelingdownasheunzipsmyboots,myskirtand

leggingsbothfollowsametimeleavingmeinjust

myunderwear.Iimmediatelytakehislipsinmine

whenheraiseupandstriphimofmywarmnight

wear,hewasn’tevenwearinganunderwear

beneathmypyjamassigh!Thecreatureswefallin



lovewith.

Heunclaspsmybraandslowlypullsthestraps

downmyarms,hisfingersdroptothesideofmy

ribsdrawingmovementthatsendshiversdownmy

southernhemispherewarmingeverynervemybody

has.Helipsbothmymouthandneckwithjusthis

tongue“Yourscentisdivinemyheaven”hesays

justbelowmyearsdrawinggentlemovements

downmyspinewithhisfingers,Icanfeelthe

dampnessbetweenmylegsandIjustwanthimin

bynow.Hestopskissingmeandoglesmewithlust

Hegoesdownonceagainandgentlyslowlyhook

mypantiesdownstaringupatme,Ifeelsohotyou

wouldswearit’snotabout10degreesCelsiuscold

todayinjoburg,hisnosemeetsmywetsexstill

staringupatme,hesniffsfirstandsmirkbeforehe

separatemythighsabitandputhismouthjust

downthere

“Hmmmm”pleasurewordleavesmymouthashis

tongueissuckingmywetnessawaytakingmeto



planetsex

“ShallImakeyoucummylove”heasksrightdown

mysexandInodweakly,pleasureistakingallmy

reasoningaway“Wrapyourlegsaroundmyneck

baby”justasI’mtryingtograspwhathejustsaid

duetomylowprocessingatthemoment,hepicks

meupandstandwithmysexrightonhisface

sweepingthewh*reinme,Iwrapmylegsaround

himandpushhisheadfurtherinlostinwavesof

pleasure,hisonehandleavemybuttanditrubson

myclitjustashistonguethrustmyunholyhole,one,

two,threetonguethrustIexploderightonhisface

withoutwarninghim.I’mlostinmyglorious

momentwhenhedropsmedowntohiswaist

“Damnbaby”onlywhenIopenmyeyesIfindhim

coveredwithmydevilwaters,hesuckstheone

plasteredaroundhismouthwithhistongueashe

walkswithmewrappedaroundhiswaisttothe

dressingtable

Mybehindlandonthecolddressingtablewhenhe

strokeshismemberandgentlypositionhimlooking



inmyweakeyes,hepusheshiminandIflinch

“RelaxsthandwasamiIwon’thurtyou”heassures

runninghismemberupanddownmywetsex,just

asItakehiswordsinheramsinmehardandIcry

“I’msorrymommybutyou’resotight”hisfacerest

onmyshoulderjustasmyhandsrestonhis

shoulderashethrustintome.Hethrustrepeatedly

andthesweetnothingshiswhisperinginmyear

causesanotherstormtoforminme,Ican’tholdit,I

letitgoandit’searthshatteringlysweetasitfeels.

Sangoisrightbehindmegroaninghistriumphas

heintenselyreleasethroughclenchedteethholding

mesohardtohislength“Yourallmine,minealone”

hiswetlipslandonmyforeheadafterourmoment,I

becomeemotionalinstantly,alumpformonmy

throatwhenIthinkI’mgoingtogivemyselfto

anothertokeephim,hischestiswet,Iguesshe

feelsittoocozhepullsmyfaceoffhischestand

frowns“Babewhat’swrong,didIhurtyou?”Ishake

myheadnowithtearsfreelyfallingdownmy

cheeks,Ididn’tmeantocrybutgreatsexhasaway

ofmakingoneweak.Hepullsoutofmeswiftlyand



carrymetothebed,hepositionsmeonhislapand

coverthebothofuswithablanketseated

“Ihateseeingyoucrymyheaven,talktome”he

wipesmytearskissingmycheeksandIlaugh,I

neverbelievedwhentheysaidsexcanmakeone

emotional“Talktoyourhusbandbaby”hisfaceisa

bitrelaxedwhenheseesthesmileonmyface.I

sighandburryfaceonhisshoulder,Ican’tfacehim

forthisone

“Siphoisbackandhewantstosleepwithmeor

elsehistakingyoutojail”I’mnotlookingbutIfeel

hisrange,thereissuddenheatemittedbyhisanger

inthisblanket.
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THETALK

VULAMASANGO

“WHAT?”myhearingbetterbedamaged

“BUTHUMELO”sheslowlyfacemeandjustbyher

sightIknowmyhearingisperfectlyfine

“Sangoyou’rehurtingme”shesaysflinchinginpain

“Hmm”I’mconsumedbyrange

“Yourgripbaby,it’stootired”Ireleaseaheavysigh

andtakemyhandsoffherwaist.Jesussome

fu*kersouttherereallydohaveadeathwish.I

inhalehercalmingnaturalscentfirsttocalmmy

venom,Idon’twanttoscareher.

“Talktome”IsaywhenIfeelI’mcalmertolistento

Sipho’sauditionfordeath,somemenreallywishto

leavethisworldwaysoonerandthistimeI’mnot

givinghimachance,Igavehimonebuthereweare

again



“Sohesaidifyoudon’tsleepwithhimhistakingthe

picturestothecops”shenodsnervously“Clarify

thisforme,youweregoingtodoit”hereyes

dancesawayfrommeblinkingtheshameawayand

Ijustgotmyanswer“Hmmmk”Ichuckleindisbelief

andpullherfaceinproximitytomine“Buthumeloif

youcheatonmeIwillforgetyourmyforeverand

killyouwithmyownhands”sheswallowsher

shamedownherthroatandlooksaway.Iplaceher

onthebedexasperatedashellandrunherabath,

aftersoakingherinItellherI’mcomingtojoinher

inaminute.MyfirstcallisAbongile,Ihate

incompetentfools,howcansomeoneslip

incriminatingphotosofmeinmywife’scarwith

himaround?WhatamIpayinghimfor?Hepicksup

onthefirstring

‘AbongileIhateworkingwithfools’Ibitejustashe

picksup

‘IknowandI’malreadyworkingonit’atleasthisup

tospeed,hisjobistobevigilantwitheverything

thathastodowithmyheaven,Iexpecttohear



thingslikethisfromhim

‘I’mlistening’

‘Isuspectedhimwhenheapproachedheratthe

fillingstationsoIstartedfollowinghimanddigging

someinfoonhim,hisnameissiphodla…..’

‘Iknowhisnameandaddress,tellmewhatI’m

payingyoufor’

‘HisworkingwithyoursisterandIthinkhewas

planningonmarryingMaNdlunkulu’Iexpectedhim

tojoininmylaughbecausethat’sutternonsense,

bullshitatitshighestform‘Ihackedherphoneand

sawtheconversationbetweenthem,hetoldher

thathewantshertobehisforjustonenightthenhe

woulddeleteeverythinghehasonyoubutlittledid

sheknowhewasplanningawholeforcedmarriage

withyoursister,heboughtoneofthemarriage

officersathomeaffairstosignthemoff’Ineeda

smokerightnow

‘Whenwereyougoingtotellallthis’

‘TodayIneededtoconfirmaboutthemarriagefirst

beforeItoldyou,henceIcalledyouearlierbutyou



didn’tpickup’Icheckmyphoneandthereis

missedcallnotification

‘Emailmeallyouhaveandbackdown,Iwilltakeit

fromhere’

‘Sure,andhisphoneisalsohacked,everythingis

beingdeletedevenonhiscomputer,wejusthaveto

worryaboutthehardcopiesifthereisany’

‘Sure,let’stalktomorrowthen..’hecutsme

‘WaitthereisonemorethingIfoundin

MaNdlunkulu’sphone’

‘I’mlistening’

‘Thereisavoicenoteofyoursisteragreeingtohave

hiredsomeonepushherdownthestairsbutitwas

senttoherbrother’

‘WHAT?’whatthefu*k?

‘Yeah!Youwantmetotakecareofher?’

‘Nono,leavehertome,Iwantmyeyestobethe

lastthingsheseestogetherwithherfriendsothat

theycanbothdirecteachothertohell.Nxa!’Idrop

thecallfu*kingpissedandgojoinmyheaven



beforeIgofu*ksomeone’sstupidityoutofthemat

thismoment.IfIwilleverseemydaughter,fu*kers

keepcrawlingoutoftheirhellholestopissmeoff

I’mstillabitbruisedthatthiswomancamehereto

fu*kanothermantokeepmeoutofjail,whatifI

wasn’there?Itmeansshewasgoingtodoit,

yazi……

“DIDYOUDOIT”thewordscomeslouderlikeshe

beentryingtogetmyattentionbutI’mlost

“Dowhat”sheshiftstolookinmyeyes,wearenow

cuddledinbed

“Sangodidyoudoit”lookinginhereyesIknow

whatsheisasking,nowit’smyturntoswallowmy

shameIneverwantedmywifefindingoutthatI

havetakenalife“Sangoplease”Iguessshesees

thatI’mcontemplatingoncomingclean,Ishakemy

headnolookingstraightinhereyes“Youknow

what’sfunnyapartofmeknewbutIchooseto

ignoreit”Ilookatherwithmyeyesbudgingout“I’m

notstupidvulamasango,youweretoldtocleanse



thebloodonyourhandsinordertoseeMhambi

andIknewfromthenIjustneveraskedyou

becauseIdidn’twanttoconfirmthevoiceatthe

backofmyhead”Idon’tknowifIjustwentmuteor

whatbutmyvoiceiscurrentlyonvoicemail“How

many?”

“Hmmm”that’sallthatescapemymouth

“HOWMANYLIVESHAVEYOUTAKEN”hervoice

comeshigherthanintended,whywouldshesayit

likethat,Ijustliketothinkofitasremovingweed

frommygarden“VULAMASANGO”myname,I’min

shit

“Myheavenpleaseaskmeanythingbutnotthat”I

can’tevenlookherintheeyesatthismoment

“Whydoyoudoit”shesnugglesonmychestandI

relax,maybeIshouldjustbehonestIknowsheis

notgoinganywhereandIwouldn’tlethergo

anywhereeitherway

“Ihavekilledmylove”IadmitandIfeelhercringe

onmybarechest

“Why”sheasksalmostinawhisper



“Babeaskmeanythingbutnotthereasonsand

details”shenods

“Sihle”amomentpassby,Ididn’tknowwhenIsaid

anythingIwasdiggingmyowngrave“didyoudoit

too”sheasksagainandIsighheavilybefore

agreeingthecrimewithaheadnod“Ineedsome

air”shedisappearsdownthebalconywrappedina

fleece.I’mpurelynumb,Idon’tevenknowhowIfeel

atthismomentbecauseIneverthoughtshewould

know

Afteramomentofclarityshewalksbacktothe

roomtofindVularightatthedoorwaitingonher,

it’snoteasyhearingthatthemanyouloveisakiller

andhedidn’tjustkillonepersonbymistake,hedid

itdeliberatelyandheisnotevensorryfortaking

lives.Whatkindofamanisshemarrying?thisis

whatsheaskedherselfthemostalthoughshe

knowsherheartbeatsforthisman,eveninhis

taintedhandsthat’swhereshewantstolayforthe

restofherlifebutheneedstostop,nomorekilling



Hefollowsherbacktobedfuriousofnotknowing

whatishermindandtheexpressiononherfaceis

notgivinganythingback.

“Myheaven”Itakeherhandinminesettlingnextto

her

“Sipho,areyougoingtokillhimtoo?”hmmk!Iwish

IhadamincemeatmachineforhisstalkerassbutI

canstillgrindhimandfeethimtodeclerk,Ijust

needagrinder“Sango”shesnaps“Whydoyou

enjoykillingpeople,isitahobbyofsomesort”she

asksexasperated

“Idon’tenjoykillingbuthumelo”that’sallIcansay,

shesighsfrustratedandlooksatme

“Vulamasangopromisemeyou’llneverkillagain,

youwillgobackhometomorrowandcleansethe

bloodonyourhandsandnomorekillingplease”

eish!

“Can’tIdothatmaybenextweek,thereisjusttwo

mosquitosIneedtosquash….”

“VULAMASANGO”sheshoutsannoyedandIraise

myhandsinsurrender



“ButwhatdoIdowithSiphoandLuthando”she

givesmehercoldlookandclimbthebed

“Idon’tknow,whydon’tyouuseyourmurderous

mindoutofit”that’saninsultbutIwillletitslide,I

deserveit“Cometobed”ThankGodIthoughtshe

wouldkickmeout

“I’msorrymyheaven”Isaypullingherclosertome

andpeckinghernose

“Nomorekillingsbabypromise”

“Ipromisesthandwasami,whenMthocomesback

willdrivehomeforcleansing”shenodsandsnuggle

onmychest.ThankGod

“Whereishe?”whomanje,sheseesmyconfusion

“Mtho”

“Oh!HeandbabLungisawenttofindThokozaand

Mbulelo”

“WhereisLulu?”

“Shewenttoyourbrother’s,IthinkImakeher

uncomfortableshedidn’twanttostayinthesame

houseasme”shelaughstryingtoclosehereyes



butnah,nottonight.Myhandtravelsdownhersex

shepresseshethighstightly,Ihavebeenstarving

formonthsshebetternotstartwithme“Iwillbe

quick”Iwhisperinherearbutshelaughs

“NobabyI’m…..hmmmm”myfingerisrubbingher

throbbingclitandIknowI’min

Ihatemorningcallsmorethananything,especially

inthiscoldweatherwhenI’mcuddlewarminmy

heart’swarmembrace,unclezwe,whatdoeshe

wantsoearlyinthemorning

‘Isyourbedsocoldtoannoypeopleintheirwive’s

warmbedsoearlyinthemorning’hechuckles

‘Iguessit’syouthen,congratulationstwobullsdied

today’Ifeelcoldinstantly‘Whereisyourvoicenow

son’

‘Hmmmm’ashakygroanleavesmyvoice

‘GetyourselfherewithMthokozisiforthebile

smearing’hedropsthecall

“Fu*k”Icurseloudlyandshewakes,sheyawns



widelyandstretchherarms.Sheisgoingtokillmy

assifit’sher“Yourawakemyheaven”Iaskthe

obvious

“Idon’tappreciatebeingwokenupbyinsultsso

earlyinthemorning,whowasthat?”shepecksmy

cheekandreachforhergown

“SomemoronIworkwith,afteryoumeetingyou’re

goingbackhome”Iaskbehindherasshewashes

hermouth

“Nomaybetomorrow,IhavetomeetupwithMark

too”

“Whoisthat?”shelaughsturningbacktome

“Myaunt’sstepson,shesaidheownsacar

dealershipcompanysohemighthelpmegetmy

wheelsfaster”

“You’rebuyingacar”shenodshappily“Whydidn’t

youtellmeyouwantacar?Icouldhave…..”her

handispausedonmyface

“Icanbuymyowncarvulamasango”Ihate

independentwomensometimes



Whatisthisonedoingheresoearlyinthemorning

andsodamncomfortable,isn’thesupposedtobe

somewhereincapetown

“Mtho”mywifegreetshimandpasstothekitchen

“Makotiyourglowingtoday,didyougetsome”he

screamsforherinthekitchenbutshelaughshim

off

“Whatdoyouwanthere”Iaskbuthelooksatme

likeI’mcrazy

“Nxa!Whatdoyouwanthere”Jesus!

“Thisismywife’splace”

“Thisismysister’splace”Fu*khisyellowass

“Anyway,wedidn’tgotoCapeTown,yourguycame

throughforus.Hebroughtthem,theywilllandin

fewhours”

“That’sgood”

“YahwhenLuluknocksoffshewillmeetthemand

wecandiscussourwayforwardwiththe

ceremony……”



“Mthohowmanyspoonsofsugardoyoutakethis

month”mywifescreamsinthekitcheninterrupting

him

“Seventhismonthmakotiandfivespoonsof

cremora”

“It’sasweetmonth”sheasks

“Yesmakoti,lifeissweetthismonth,noneedfor

bittercoffee”Ndlovukaziusedtobitehisheadoff

withhismonthlysugarintake,itchangesaccording

tohowhismonthstarted

“Zwecalledme”hewhisperslowtomewithagrin

“Don’tremindme”helaughs

“Sheismakingcoffee”ohshit!Iscurrytothe

kitchenandfindheralreadysippinghercoffee,I

quicklytakethemugfromherhandsandthrowitin

thesink

“WHATTHEFU……hmmm!Fool”sheasksannoyed,

Mthowalksinwiththatdeviousgrinofhisand

settlesonthechair

“Whatthefu*kVula”heaskstakinghisobvious



whitecoffeeandsettlingonthechair.Canhedie

already

“IthoughtIsawlifeinyourcoffee”Mtholaughs

“Life?”shequestionswithafrown

“Alivingbeing,likeacockroach”Mthoexplains

“Rightbafo”Inodquickly

“Mxm,therearenocockroacheshere,thereisyour

coffeeIneedtodrinkmyshakeandgetready”

“Nobreakfast”Mthoasks

“NoIwillbelate”sheshakesherhead

“Notevenasingleslyof……”

“NOWHAT’SWRONGWITHYOUTWO”sheshouts

“myshakewillbejustfine”shesaystrytosipa

greenishdisgustingthickliquidbutIholdherhand,

thelookI’mgettingcrematedmysoulstraightto

hell

“Ijustwanttoseeit”Isayinawhisperscaredfor

mycrematedsoul“Whatisit?”Iaskinspectingit

“BFRR”wearebothlostandsheseesit“Babyfat



removalremedy”Mtholaughsbecausehisstupid

“What’sinthere?”heasks,myquestionisifit’ssafe

formygeminatingsperminherbutIcan’task,Ijust

havetogetridofit

“Aloe,ginger,garlic,mintandmygrandmother

specialremedy”mygrandmotherspecialremedy

myfoot

“Whichaloe”Mthoasksandshejustshrugher

shoulders“Isittheoneweusetowashourhands

whenwecomebackfromthegraves”shethinksa

bit

“Idon’tknowmaybe”

“Sheistakingyourspermstraighttothegraveyard

withthataloe”hewhispersinmyear.Okaythisis

goingstraighttothesink

“VULAMASANGO”sheshoutsbehindmeasIempty

thetwolitrebottleofthatshitinthesink“GETTHE

FU*KOUT”sheisfurious“BOTHOFYOU,FU*KOFF

NOW”hmmmsuchdisrespectmadoda!

***



BOITUMELO

Beforeshewenttoherwork,shepassedbythe

chemistandboughttwopacksofmorningafters

andgulpedthemstraightaway,theothershewill

drinkittomorrowmorningjustforsafetysoshe

thinks,lastnightwasabitdirtyandsheisnoton

preventionasyet,shemeanttobookherselfwith

thedoctorwhenshecomesbackshedidn’tknow

vulawouldwarmhiswaybackbetweenherthighs

soquickly

Shewalksinvula’shouseafterworktobe

welcomedbyMary’ssweetsmile,thefirstthingshe

noticesisherbreast,theyarehugeashell.

SpeakingofbreastMkhonto’sproductionofmilkis

abitslowtoday,sheusesbreastpadstoholdthe

milkbuttodayshefeelsthemthattheyareempty,

maybeheroxytocinhormonesfeelsthatthereisno

twebankiewithhertoday

“Jesusmotherhoodsuitsyou,yourglowing”Mary

remarkshappily



“Thankyousismary,howhaveyoubeen”

“I’mgreat,whydidn’tyoubringboyboyIcan’twait

toseehim”

“Andyouwilllovehim,hisanangelunlikehis

sister”Vulawalksinthekitchenandheinstantly

smileytoseehisheaven

“Haveyoueatentoday?”it’sthefirstthingheasks

peckinghershoulderfrombehind“Hmm”heasks

againwhenhedoesn’treceivehisanswer

“VULAMASANGO”shewarns

“Sorry”heraiseshishands“SisMarryplease

prepareussomethingtoeatandcallbabKhapela

toletLuluinwhenshearrives”heinstructsand

pullsboitumelotothelounge

“Theyhavearrived”sheasksastheywalkdownthe

passage

“Yes”shesmileswalkinginaroomfullofmenbut

hersmileturnintoanimmediatefrown

“SthandwasamimeetThokozaandMbuleloKhoza,

MthoandLulu’scousins”



“Ohshit”shecursesinshock

“Boitumelo”Thokozacallsoutalsoshocked

“Huuuuuh”shesaysengulfedinshock

“Wow,whereisshe?”JustasThokozaaskswitha

smile,Luluwalksintheroomlookingdownher

phoneandwhensheraisesherheadhereyesland

onthemanthatleftherpregnantandneverlooked

back.Shefaintsrightaway
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NOTHINGDIES,WHENTHETIMECOMESALLWILL

BLOSSOMBACKTOLIFE

LUNGISA

I’mthatfather,theoneIvowedtoneverbecome

whenIleftmysonwithhismaternalfamilyand

neverlookedback.Ididthattoprotecthimand

giventhechanceIwoulddoitalloveragain

becauseheturnedouttobeexquisitelymagnificent

asIhadhopedhewouldbe.ButtomydaughterI’m

thatman,afailureofafather,afatherwhobrought

nothingbuthisseedforherexistence.Sheistorn

beyondrepair,nooneevenimaginedthatThokoza,

herbrotherbasicallywouldbethefatherofherchild.

MaDlomocomesoutoftheroomLuluissleepingin

andweallstandforhertoupdateus,shefaintedon

thespotbutshewasrevivedbyVulaandMtho,she

didn’tneedtobetoldthatsheisrelatedtoThokoza,

shelookedatallofusandaskedtobeexcused,

onlyMaDlomowasallowedinaroomsherestedin



“SheisfinebabLu,pleasesitdown”MaDlomo

assureswithanotsoassuringconfidence,she

herselfstilllooks…..Idon’tknowifit’smadorcold

butyoucanneverknowwithher,youwouldthink

sheisinnocentbutnah,shestrikeswhenleast

expectedIsaysobecauseIoncesawhercrush

Vula’snutsandbeforethatIwouldhavesaidsheis

innocentconfidently“Sheisjustgoingtoneed

sometime”shereassuresonceagain

“Mamakatwebankielet’sgotothekitchenyouneed

toeat…….”Heswallowshiswordswhenthatclosed

expressionIcannotexplainburnshim,thiswoman

isgoingtokillhimoneday

“MOVE”shesaysbumpingMthooutofherwayand

takingthebeerinhishandwith,Thokozaisseated

onthecouchdeepinthoughts,hehasn’tsaid

anythingonlyMbuhasbeenatalkative,hismore

likeMthothatone“THOKOZA”heraisehisface

fromthegripofhishandsashewasholdingit

downthefloor,hwaaaaaaa!Abottleofbeerlandon

mynephew’sheadbreakingonhisheadwithbeer

splittingallovertheroom,VulaandMthoweretoo



lateshehadalreadysteppedhardonhisnuts

“THAT’SFORBREAKINGMYFRIEND”shesays

withatremblingvoiceasVulascoopsheroff

“Cansomeoneexplainwhatisgoingon”that’sMbu,

hiscluelessasfu*k.histheyoungestoftheboys

“Malume”hequestionsmebutI’mtooweakto

voiceoutanythingatthismoment,Ineedtoget

holdofGumedetohelpmewiththiscleansingonce

andforall.Mysonistooquiet,heisbeendrowning

himselfinthosebeershisdrinkingsincehissister

fainted.Ineedtomanupandpullthemtogether

becauseallofthemarevictimstoafamilycurse

thathappenedwaybeforetheywereborn

“Thokoza”Icallout

“Hmmmmm”herepliesgroaningonthefloorwitha

bleedingheadandsquashednuts,thisiswhatI

meantwhenIsaidMaDlomoisunpredictable

“Situpstraight,let’stalkboys”Mbuisthefirstone

tosettledownwhilethedrunkardsonofmine

stubblesabittakinghissitwhereasthewhooped



oneremainkissingthefloor,Iguesshestilltaking

inthepain

“IwouldliketotellThokozafewthingsfirst”weare

allabitstartledIthoughtshewasstillresting,she

settlesonthetablerightabovethegroaning

thokozaonthefloor,rightnowI’mnolongersureif

hestillgroaninginpainorhiscrying“Heturned7

threemonthsagothokoza,thesixhundredabortion

childyouleftmewith,heturnedseven”she

chuckleswipinghertears“Ididn’tevenknowwhat

tocallhim,whenanurseaskedwhathisnameIjust

saidboyandthatwashisnametilltoday”Godwhy

didmydaughtergothroughsomuch,ifIhadknown

aboutherIwouldhavetriedeverythinginmeto

protectherlikeIdidherbrother

“Babycalmdown,letssleeponitmybabywilltalk

everythingtomorrow”Isuggestwalkingtoherand

placingheronmychest

“NoBabLu,Iwanthimtoknowwhatheputme

through”Oh!Jehovah!“Youruinedmylifecuzy”she

laughsintears“Ilostmybursarybecauseofthe

pregnancy,Ihadtodropoutofvarsityandsquat



withmybestfriendandwatchhergotoschool

everydaywhileIstayedbehindandnursedachild

yougavemesixhundredtoabort.Mymother

chasedmeouttoo,sheneverlovedme,I’mthat

childthatruinedherlifeaccordingtoher,Ihadno

oneexceptmybestfriendwhoisbeenthereforme

fromdayoneandmaybeifitwasn’tforherIwould

havelongkilledmyselfbecauseeverythingfeltlike

amountainonmyshoulders”Mthosquash

breakingthebeerbottleinhishands,dropsoftears

flowingdownhisburiedfacetothefloor“Sotellme

cousin,ifyouweremewhatwouldyoudo”mypoor

nephewwailsfromthefloor,lifecanbesoharsh

boththischildrendon’tdeserveanyofthis

Thokozaisabrokenmanasheis,hisownblood

brotherrapedhimrepeatedlyandIcannotimagen

whatthatcandotoanyman,Iknowmydaughteris

hurtingbutI’mnotgoingtobreakmynephewmore

too,bothofthemdeservestoheal

:

Iwouldliketothinkthattheceremonywentwell,we

drovebackhomebutI’mnotatease,Sihleis



nowheretobefound.Wehadtocontinuewiththe

ceremonywithoutherandKhoza,KhozaIdon’tcare

evenifhenevershowsupwhereverheisbutSihle,I

wonderwhereshecouldhavegoneandwhydidn’t

shetellmesheisgoingsomewhere,butsince

MaKhozaisalsonoheremaybetheybothwenton

breaksomewheresincetheyaretooclosebutthey

couldhavewaitedfortheceremony.

Princeisalsohere,InamedhimLethukuthula

KhozaasmyfatheraskedandasforboyInamed

himKwaneleKhozabecausethiscurseendswith

him,nomoreit’senough.Iwatchbothofthemplay

ballandIlovethesightbeforeme,Icanfinallystay

homeandraisemygrandchildreninpeace

“Malume”that’sThokoza,hecallsoutbehindme

andIsignalforhimtositdown.Heandmy

daughteravoideachotheratallcostbutGumede

assuredthatwithtimethetensionwillgodown

“MalumeIwanttoapologizebutIdon’tknowwhere

orwhattosay”thepaininhiseyesisstillevident

fourdayslater,Ihopeandprayheforgiveshimself



onedayIdon’twantanybrokenKhozafromnowon.

Mygrandparentsbrokethisfamilytothecore,gog

Khozagrewanormalchildbutlikeanychildshe

hadhersillymoments,sheandMkhuluKhozawere

cousinsandeverynowandtheninfamily

gatheringstheywouldstealeachother,itstarted

behindthehouse,thetoiletandwhentheyreached

teenageyearsitescalatedtothealoes.

Unfortunatelyfemalematurityisonethattheold

generationdidn’tunderstand,gogKhozagot

pregnantbeforesheevenmenstruated,at14she

wasachildcarryinganotherchildtotheworldand

notjustanychildbutherowncousin’sseed

Parentswerefuriousandtheywantedtocoverthe

shame,sotheybothweremarriedoffandsentto

anotherdistantvillagetolivein,thechilddidn’t

makeitbecausehismotherwasalsoachildherself

andeventuallywithyearsMkhuluKhozadiedand

theystilldidn’thaveanychildandthatishowthis

familywascursed.Ourbloodattractseachother.

“Givehertimethoko”Isuggesttomypained



nephew,thisisweighinghimdownsobadly

“Ibrokeher”heconveysfromastrainedvoice,I

don’twanthimblaminghimselfthatmuchitwasa

cursehecouldn’thavecontrolleditevenifhetried

“Youwerebrokentoo”Ireason

“Butthatdoesn’texcusewhatIdid”herubshis

palmsnervously“Whenshetoldmeshewas

pregnant,Ijustblackedout,Ididn’twantafamily

becausetomefamilywasthecauseofpain,Iwas

scaredtoturnoutlikemyfatherandbrotherand

enduprapingmychildrensoIaskedhertohave

abortionandneverlookedback,theonlyfamilyI

hadwasMbuandthat’sallIneededatthat

moment”heexplainsnervously

“AndIunderstandmyboy,whenshehascalmed

downtellherthat”henods“Nomorerunningnow”

henodsagainwithasigh

“Hisperfect”heremarksstaringatKwanele

“Andhisnotyoursonbutyourbrother,don’tforget

that”helaughshardforthefirsttime



“Thisfamilyismessedupmalume”

***

LUTHANDO

It’sbeenfourdayswithoutanything,nophonecall,

nobathjustcoldbloodystinkywetcell.Idon’tknow

whatkindofprisonisthisbecausewow,the

environmentisnothealthyevenforaprisoner.I

wonderhowI’mgoingtogetoutofherebecause

wearenotevenallowedtomakeaphonecall.Only

aruthlesswardencomesonceinadaytoshove

twodryslicesofbreaddownthefloorandmugof

waterthatlooksandsmellslikefishurine.My

superherofriendturnedouttobetheweakest

niggerofthemall,heisbeencurledinhiscorner

weepinglikeabitch.TellmehowdidIbelieveina

nerdydoctorlikehim?Heistoomuchofacoward.

“Ihateyou”hetellsstillcurledinhiscorner,andhis

beensingingthatsongsincehefoundmefirstin

here.WellIhatehimtoohisweakandIdon’tknow



whyIbelievedhimwhenhesaidhecantakemy

brotherdown.It’sobvioustomethatweareinjail

becauseofVula,adeadwoman’sbodywasfound

inhiscarwithhisfingerprintsalloverandby

descriptionthatwasSihle’sbody,howhisprints

endedonherbodystillbafflesmebecauseshewas

killedbyVula.

Myhusband’sbodywasalsofoundinmycarand

thegunwithmyfingerprints.Andcoincidentallywe

bothendedupinthesamejailcellifthisisacell

andforthepastfourdays,noneofusisallowedto

callalawyerandbynowIhavemadepeacethat

thisisbothourend.ThishasVulawrittenallover

Thatruthlesswardenhitstheentrancechainshard

startlingusandwebothjump,hechucklefirstand

spitonthefloor

“Youbothhaveavisitor”heinformsopeningthe

doorandSiphoisthefirsttojumptowardsthedoor,

IthinkIknowwhoitisandIamnotlookingforward

tohim,hisprobablyheretogloat.Indeedwhenthe



doortovisitor’sroomopenwefindhimseated

alonelikeheownstheplace,onlytwoguardsarein

here.Siphoattemptstoturnbackbuttheother

guardfisthimhardwithachainwrappedaround

hishand,dropsofbloodflowfromhisnose

instantly

“Sisiwami”(mysister)hegreetswithasmileeating

peanuts,I’mnumbreallyIjustwanthimtoadmit

thatheputmehere“DrDlamini”themoronwithme

isshaking,Iwishhecanbeamanjustoncelike

whenhehelpedmewithKhoza’sbody

“Youputmehere”Iwanthimtoconfirm

“Yesbothofyou”hesaysitlikeit’safunthingtodo

“Andyou’rebothnotgettingout,thisisyourlives

fromnowonsoIsuggestyoubothstartfu*kingto

keepeachotherwarm”Siphostandsagainfuming

andIwonderwhathethinkshecandobutlarge

chainlandedonhisbackandhesatbackdownin

pain

“That’ssoniceofyou”hechuckles



“Youknowmetoowellsisiwami,ifitwasuptomeI

wouldhavefedyoutodeclerklikeyoursocalled

daughterbutbecauseIpromisedtheloveofmylife

tokeepclean,youbothgotthenicestpunishmentI

haveevergiven”howamIrelatedtothismonster

“Fu*kyou”Siphocurses

“OhDlaminimyboy,youshouldhaveaskedabout

me,nooneevertoucheswhat’smine”helaughs

standingup“Happyfu*kingdaysaheadmycouple

madeinhell”heleavesusslowlywhistlinglikehis

notleavinghisownbloodsisterinjail.Ihatehim

andIwishhimnothingbuthell.
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TheInauguration

BOITUMELO

It’sFridaytodayandtomorrowisthebigdaythat

thewholeTaunghasbeenwaitingfor,wellforus

thedayisstartingtoday,alltheroyalceremonies

willhappenfromtonight.I’mhappythatmy

grandfatherisfinallygettingreinstatedtohis

rightfulseat.Imissmybabiestothecore,Sango

draggedmetohishomeafterthewholeThokoza

shit.Ialsowantedtobethereformyfriendforthe

cleansingceremonyandalsoIwantedtomakesure

thathecleansehimselfbecauseIdon’twantthe

fatherofmychildrenturningintoJasonorFreddie,I

cansafelysayalliswellfornowexcepthisclingy

assatthemoment.HefollowsmeeverywhereIgo

likealostpuppyandheissoobservantin

everythingIeatyouwouldswearhispolicefood

Khweziisthefirsttoruntothecar,sheissodirty



thisisunlikeher,ifshewasn’tmydaughterIwould

sayshelookslikeafatcakerolledonthefloorand

thefactthatfreestatesoilisbrownreddishdoesn’t

helpherunpleasantsight,Ihatedirtykidsrunning

tomewithpassionandwhyismydaughternot

bathed,Lebonebetternotbemistreatingmy

daughter,IknowMmeSeipatiisanangelIdon’t

evenwanttothinkshesawhowdirtymydaughter

looks.Jesus!Shelookslikeabitchratprostituting

it’sselfinaflourmealandwhyisshesofatallof

sudden

“JesusyourfatAngel”herfatherremarkshappily

openinghisarmsbutKhwezistopsherselfwitha

frowntoo,shejumpstome

“Mommyyyy”shethrowsherselfinmyembraceand

Iholdhertight“Imissedyousomuch,twebankie

knowshowtocallmyname”IjustlaughbecauseI

knowthatispurelies,anelevenweeksoldcando

nosuchthing“HellobabakaKwezi”whyismyman

receivingacoldlook

“Nohugforme?”heasks



“NOIhateyou”Ilaughhard

“WhatdidIdo?”heasksswallowedinconfusion

“Youjustcalledmefatanditisnotanicewordat

all”Imissedherwithoutthedrama“MYGUY”she

screamsforMthoandLulufromtheothercarand

untanglesherselfrunningtothem,Mthoisthefirst

torunhiscleannessawayfromher

Thishouseissofullonewouldswearit’sthebig

dayalreadybutitisjustthepreparationday,Vulais

rightbehindmeasImakemywaytomyroomto

findMmeSeipatiandmyaunt,Iwastoldfromthe

kitchenthattheyhavebeenhidinginmyroom

claimingtobelookingafterkids.MmeSeipati

smilesatthesightbehindme,shehasn’tmethim

butshesurehasheardalotabouthim

“Jesusmane”(aunt)Iexclaimastonished,whatthe

hell,Iroughlytakemysonfromherarmsbuthe

cries

“Kengwena”(Whatisit)theyarealllookingatme

asifI’mtheonelosinghermarbles“Givehimback,



hisnotfullyet”Sangoislaughinghisassoffbehind

me,thisisnotfunnyatall

“NO”Ishout,settlingdownasIfishoutmybreast

tofeedhim“Whyojesangwanamonyanesoo

motoho”(Whywouldyoufeedsuchaninfantsoft

porridge)sherollshereyesandstarteatingthe

porridgeherself

“Zuluman,youremembermenow”sheignoresme

andpayattentiontoSango,canshenotstartwith

myman,Sangolaughsandnod,hebendsandkiss

thetraitorinmyarmswhosewailinghissmallvoice

out“Thisishergrandmother,abutiMorena’swife,

wecallherMmeSeipati”sheintroducesthetwo

andSangoshakesherhand.I’msomadIforgotto

evenintroducethem

“Stronghands”MmeSeipatiremarksandIfrown,

yesheisamanandheisboundtohavestrong

handsandwhyisthisonelaughing“Youwereright”

shesayslookingatmyauntwithahiddensmile,I

justwanthertoletmyman’shandoutofhers

“Itoldyoufullpackage”myauntwinksather



“Haiiiiiimaan!”Ishoutthetraitorinmyhands,he

won’tstopscreamingandwhereisthismilkkanti

“Givehimbackhewantsrealfood”shesays

alreadytakinghimforcefullyandshescoopsa

spoonfullandfeedshim,thecutebastardgiggles

withamouthful.Nxa!SuchatraitortothinkIwas

moodythewholeweekbecauseImissedhim

“Babesitdown”heisstandingtalllikeastatue,

staringattheMotoho(softporridge)eating

Mkhonto

“CanIholdhim”heasksmyauntwhohashimin

herarms

“NO”Jesusthisishischildincasesheforgot“And

themanareoutside,behindthehouse……..”she

stopsasMthowalksinwithKhwezi“Oh!Yellow

mellowmybaby”Mtholaughshard

“Dumelang”hesaysinfitsoflaughterandreceives

blushesfromtheoldwomen.Thisremindsme

“Maanewhyismydaughtersodirty”I’mtryingso

hardtosupressmyanger



“Idon’tknowwhydon’tyouaskher”mxm!

“Khwezi”

“Wewerecookingmommy”

“Cookingwhat”Ishout

“Outside,kgonosaidweshouldmakesurethepots

neverrunsoutoffire,meandcaylar”kgonoismme

Seipati,Igivehermymeanlook

“ShesixmmeSeipatishe....”I’minterrupted

“Whyareyousosour?”myauntsasks“Gomakemy

yellowmellowsomethingtoeatandstopbarking”I

swearMthohassomethingwitholderwomen,they

alllovehim.Istandfumingmaybegoingtothe

kitchenwillcalmmedownbutthisone

“Whereareyougoing?”Iasksthepuppyonmytail

andheswallows“Sitdamndown,infactwhydon’t

youtwogofindthemenbehindthehouseastold

and…..”Maanedisturbsme

“Boitumelocomebackhere”Idon’tlikethatfrown

onherface,whyisshelookingatmelikethis,she



standsandlooksmeinthecoreofmyeyesasif

inspectingsomething“Heeeemehlolo!”(Miracles)

sheexclaimsclappingherhandssittingbackdown

“Zuluman,youdon’twastetimedoyou”myman

flinchesabitscared,shebetternotwithmyman

“Hmm!EkarekeabonaMondayandTuesday,we

shouldchangethisonetoMonday”shesays

pointingatmybabyinherarms“andthecoming

onetue….”Mthocoughshardandwhispers

somethingtoSango.Heimmediatelypopshiseyes

“Auntyplease”Sangobegsandmyauntfrownsa

bit

“MymymyZuluman,it’sasecret?”sheasks

laughingandSangonodswithhisconstantlythroat

swallowing“HEEEEEEEEEEEE”Idon’tknowwhatto

callthatlaughbutIknowit’stheonegown

gossiperslaughat12:00middaytalkingabout

people“Unfortunatelymychestcan’tkeepsecrets,

theyburnme”shesaysaftercomposingherself

fromherTrevorNoahmomentandMthojoinsherin

laughwhichIwonderwhatisallabout“Secretsare

expensivezuluman,abottleofklipdriftandsome



extrazerosinmyaccounthelpcalmtheburning

sensationtospillthenews”theexpressiononher

faceiscontent

“Whatareyoutalki…..”shecutsme

“Don’tyouhavesometeatomake,infactgobath

yourprincessandcaylar,whereiscaylar?”sheasks

khweziandshetellshersheiswithletlotlothenshe

istoldtogocallher“Zuluman,Idon’tseeyou

survivingthisoneinfactifIspillnow,Idon’tthink

thewholeweddingwillhappenand….”Sangocuts

her

“Okayokayyouwillgetyourcalmingsensationsbut

youhavetopromisetokeepituntilafterthe

wedding”hebegs

“Andthehoneymoonbafo,youdon’twantacold

honeymoon”Mthoadds

“Yesyesandthehoneymoon”Sangoagreesas

theybothlookatmyaunt,shewhisperssomething

tommeSeipatiandshepopshereyeslookingat

me,thenshewhisperbacktomyaunt.Iwantthis

twowomenoutofheresoSangocanexplainwhat



thisisallabout,Iknowhewilltellme

“5000forkeepingitthatlong”theirmouthsopen

agapeinshock

“2500”Mthonegotiates

“5000andbottlesofklipdrifttheentireweekend”

Myauntdemands

“Thisisdaylightrobberymoos”Mthocomplains

“LikeIsaidsecretsareexpensiveyellowmellow,I

don’thaveachestforsecret,theyachemyfragile

heartsotakeitorleaveit”Sangohuffs

“Finefine,Iwillmakethetransfer”hepatsmthofor

themtoleave“let’sgobeforeweleavethisplace

fromzillionairestozeronaires”theybothmeet

Ndlovukazibythedoorastheyleave,twokisses

landonhercheekandtheyquicklyleave

“Dumelang,what’swrongwiththem”Ijustshrug

“CanIseehim”sheasksmyaunt

“NO”heeebannna!What’sherproblem,shealso

refusedforSangotoholdhisson



“Maaneyou….”Shestopsmewithahandwave

“SitdownIhavebeenmeaningtoaskyousinceyou

arrived”shesaystoNdlovukazi,theyallarrived

yesterdaywhileSango,Mtho,LuluandIwentto

Joburgfirst.Sangosaidhehadsomethingtodo

firstbeforecominghere“Howoldareyou”

Ndlovukazifrowns

“Howisthatanyofyourbusiness”sheasksabit

offended

“Ijustwonderhowcomeyourpregnantatyourage,

ormaybeyourjustoldontheoutside,howdidyou

doit”ohlord!Ihaveafeelingthisisgoingtobethe

longestweekendinthehistoryoflongweekend“I’m

marryingawhiteman,IneedtoknowbecauseI

wanttodrophimourmiracletoo”I’mhappymyson

cannotmakesenseofthistalks.Ndlovukazilaughs

hard

“Mysecretisblackpetticoatandtwoeggs”she

winksandtheyalllaugh

“CanIhavemyson,heistooyoungforthistalks”

shehandshimtomewithnohustle



“Stylesmosadikuluma”(styleswoman,talk)that

‘Khuluma’issothofiedineverywayitsturnedto

‘kuluma’“Seipatintshabotlolo”(Seipatitakeoutthe

bottle)abottleofKlipdriftistakenunderneaththe

pillow.Thisismycue,IhopeNdlovukaziwon’tjoin

inthatbottle

Thebigdayisfinallyhere,welltheexactceremony

happenedlastnightwithonlytheroyal’spresence,

nowit’sjustforthepublictowitnessthe

inaugurationoftheirking.Thehallissofilledsome

peopleareevensettlingoutsidewithscreensto

displaythewholeeventinside.Mygrandfather

looksamazinginhisattireandthatsothoblanket

placedonhisshoulderwithasilverwalkingstickin

hishandappropriateshimmoreforthechair.On

hislefthandsideisMmeSeipatiwiththehatthatI

knowmyaunthadeverythingtodowithit,sheisa

fanofextravaganthats.Andonboththeirsides

standdifferentkingsfromdifferentregions

Fromtheoutsideahornisblowoutloudandweall

standasitsymbolisethepresenceofwelcoming



ancestorstotheevent,outofnowhereraindrops

nicelywiththesunshiningbrightunderthesky,

ululationseruptfromtheoutsideintothehall,

everythingisonstilluntilitstopsraining.It’sa

momentofaffirmationthattheceremonyis

definitelyblessedandthetruekingthronethechair,

ifitdidn’trainitwouldhavesymbolisedthathe

wasn’tthechosenkingtotakethethrone

Aftertheexcitementdiesdown,aroyalcourtier

walksinrecitingourclanswithhiscouncilsbehind

him,theyallkneelbeforetheirkingandpresent

theirgiftsbeforethepublicasawhole,afterallthe

formalitiesandprotocolshavebeenfollowed,the

celebrationsstarts,fromdancingtopoetryall

meansofjubilationsareperformedandItakethis

timetosneakouttotown,sangohasbeenonmy

tailIcouldn’tmeetmydoctorwhenwewerein

joburg.Hethrewthebiggesttantrumsofthemall

whenImentionedgoingtoPeterforcontraceptive

andI’msorryhewon’thaveithisway,it’sstillearly

ifIdashquicklyIwillbebackbeforeheknowsit.



IloveSaturdayservices,notpacked,easyaccess

likeIhopeditwouldbe.Fatimawomen’sclinic,

IndiandoctorIhopeshewon’tgivemeahustlewhy

Idon’thavemyfilewith.

“Youcangothroughmam”thenicereceptionist

informsmeandIacknowledgewithasmileletting

myheelscarrymetoDrFatima’sconsultationroom

Jesusit’samaledoctor,Ithoughtitwouldbea

womanbutwhyishisnameFatima,alltheIndian

FatimasIknowarefemales

“Goodafternoondoc”hesmilesandpointsmeasit

withawelcomingaura,heputshishandoutasif

expectingsomething

“Yourfilemabotle”(beautiful)mxm!Thisisindian

sotho,wehavethosehereinfreestate,theyspeak

sothomorethanus

“EishIdon’thaveitdoc”hefrownssmiling

“Ihaveafeelingyou’regoingtocorruptmydegree

mabotlebecauseyoudon’tlooksicktome”he

sighsandsmile“Anywaynkaothusakangmme

ngwaneo”(howmayIbeofservicetoyoumysister)



I’mnotevensurprisedwithhissotho,Iattended

highschoolwithIndianswhocollectedawardsin

homelanguageeveryyear

“Eishdoc”Igiveoutmypuppylookforhimtofeel

sorryformebuthelaughs“Ineedyoutoputmeon

contraceptiveassoonastoday”helaughshard“I

thinkmyhusbandistryingtoknockmeupandI

cannothavethat,mysonisjust……”Ithinkabit“He

isonlyturningthreemonthsnextweek”Iexplain

“Mrs?!...”heinquires

“Motaung”henodswithasmile

“MmeMotaungifyoudon’tmindmeasking,whatis

wrongwithhavingchildrenmonthsapart”ishe

crazy?Ofcourseheismanhewon’tunderstand

“Exactlythat,theyaremonthsapart”heisin

stitches

“MxmIthinkyouwomenarecrazy,anywaybefore

wegoanyfurtherI’mgoingtogiveyouthis,I’msure

youknowwhattodowithit”heplacesapeemug

onthetable“AndleaveyourIDwithmewhileIopen

youanemergencyfileanddetailsofyourdoctor”I



nodplacingmyIDonthetableandwritingpeter’s

detailsdown“Bathroomsareonyourleftdownthe

corridor”Inodagainexitingtheroom

Pregnancytestareabitscaryforme,thisisoneof

thelongesttwominutesofmylife.Watchinghim

deepthatstickinmyurinewiththatindiansotho

smileofhis,mysubconsciousdecidetocomeout

‘hestillknockedyouupthefirsttimeeventhough

youtookmorningafters’sometimesIwishIcanput

someonesaneinmyhead,mysubconsciousisnot

supportiveatall

“What’swrongMrs.Motaung”heaskswithasmile,

Iguessheseesmynervousreactionhencehisask

“Hmmmm”that’sallthatescapesmymouthandhe

laughshard

“Let’sseewhatwehavehere”hesaystakingout

thestickstilllaughing,helooksatitforasecond

andbustintolaughter“Iguessyouwon’tbe

corruptingmydegree,congratulations,hubby

alreadyscored”Iinstantlybecomewet,allmy



clothingbecomesdamp,thatsimplesentence

‘hubbyalreadyscored’arousedmyire.

“Scoredwhat?”Iaskexasperated,Ialreadyknow

whathemeansbutpartofmeishopingtohearhim

sayhiskiddingorsomething

“Alreadyscoredababyinyou,yourpregnant”he

informswiththatnowuglysmileofhisandIfeel

myangerbrewing“Wecangointhescanroomto

findouthowfarareyou”hesuggestnicely.Istand

onmyrangingfeetburningfire,IknowhowfarIam,

Ihaveonlybeenwiththatspermadvertiserforonly

thisweek,andIfu*kensleptwithhimonce,just

onceandI’mpregnant.Ihatehisblackassandhis

goingtoknowmetoday,howcanhedothistome?

EvenGodhowcanhedothistome,Iwashorny

thatnighthewassupposedtounderstandandI

alsotookmorningaftersintwoconsecutivedays

justtohelphimwiththewombcleansingbusiness

buthestillletmefallpregnant,whatkindofaGod

doIhavemara?Ihavebeenagoodgirl,Ionlylet

himtouchmeonce,justdamnonce,Ihavebeen

denyinghimallweek.God’sworkwasjusttosave



mefromthatonceincident,puthisholyspirit

contraceptiveinmejustforonenight,that’sallI

asked,‘Howcanyougiveitupjustlikethatknowing

abeastheisinbed’mysubconsciousremarksand

Igiveheramentallookandshesheepishlyhides

underthebedwhereshebelongs.Someoneis

meetinghismakertoday.
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TUNNELSAREDARKANDLONGNARROWEDBUT

ATTHEENDTHEREISALWAYSLIGHT,SOISLIFE,

LONGANDFULLOFOBSTACLESBUTTHEREIS

ALWAYSAFUTUREATTHEEND



NDLOVUKAZI

Thingswentnicelywiththeceremonyandshecan

safelysaythetwofamiliesareatpeace,nowwhat

isleftisforhersecrettocomeout.Zwelithinibeing

theeagerimpatientbastardheisaboutit,hewants

toannouncetheirpregnancyandtheirbinding

marriagetonightbecausebyWednesdayhewants

allthenecessaryceremoniesforhertobehiswife

doneasitwon’tbesomethinghugebecauseitis

juststeppinginforhislatebrotherandhesaidhe

wantstowelcomehisdaughterinlawnextweek

intoaproperhome.Theothertwoyoungestwives

weren’texactlyecstaticaboutthenews,it’senough

dealingwithMaNkosiandherruralwaysforthem

buthavingNdlovukaziwhocontrolseverything

againisgoingtobeanothermountaintoconquer

butnonethelessitwasboundtohappenbecause

it’stheircultureandtheyunderstand

Thehugestproblemaboutthispolygamyisher

pregnancy,nooneishappyaboutherbeingthefirst

tocarryZwelithini’sfirstsonandshehasafeelingit

willcauseissuesastimegoesbysoshestill



adamantthatwhenthechildisbornsheissending

himtoberaisedbyMaDlomo.Andspeakingofthat

one,thereisnosightofheronthistable

“Family,Ihaveanannouncement”Zwegrabsthe

attentionfromthetablestanding,herheartis

startingtobeatatthespeedoflightening,she

wonderswhereMaDlomoisbecausesheistheonly

onethatcancalmthatbeastofamanofhers“As

youallknowI’mamanofculturesoasofstarting

thiscomingweekI’msteppinginmylatebrother’s

kraaltocontinueslookingafterhislivestock”the

oldiesaroundthetablegaspinshockwhilethe

youngstarsareconfused

“Whatdoyoumean,didtheherdboysquit”Mtho

askscoveredinconfusionbutheearnshimselfa

laughfromVula

“Whathemeansisthatheismarryingndlovukazi”

Vulaclarifiesandnowit’stimefortheyoungstars

togasp

“WHAT?Thisisajokeright”MthoasksandVula



shakeshisheadNotoconfirmthenews.Zwelithini

andNdlovukaziarejustshockedaboutVula’a

calmness,thepersonstartingtosweatisMtho,he

istakingthisjustlikehowthegirlstookit.They

weren’tpleasedatall,andstillongirlsNdlovukazi

hasbeentryingtoreachLuthandobutforsome

reasonit’slikeshedisappearedintothinairwithher

husband,sheintendsonaskingVulatohelplocate

hertomorrow,shejustwantstoknowwheresheis

andifsheissafebecauseshedoesn’ttrustthat

husbandofhers

“Thereismore”Zwestealstheattentiononceagain

fromtheirshock,nowNdlovukaziissweatingrivers

“MylatebrotherblessedbothmywifeandIwith

Mkhonto’sgift”nowtheentiretableislostexcept

Kubekawhoisgiggling

“Oh!Dotellmyking”Kubekaencourageswith

laughter“IfIwereyouIwouldannouncethisone

standingbythedoor”Zwethrowshimalookandhe

scoffsputtinghishandsupinsurrender



“NdlovukaziandIareexpecting”heclarifieswith

hiseyesonVula,mosteyesturntoVulaafterthe

announcementbutheischewingliverandputtingit

inhisson’smouthwhosucksitmakingsounds,he

issochilledmaybehedidn’thearhimhethinks

“Expectingwhat”Mthotakestheattentionfromthe

Vulaasking“expectinggiftsforyourtogetherness?”

heasksexasperated“Youwon’tgetnonefromme,

you’reabackstabber,remindmenottoleaveyou

withmywife.Infactyouronegreedybastard,

remindmewhatareyougoingtodowithfour

pu….hmmm!Pumpkins”Mthoissopissedrightnow

hewishestolandafistonhisjawbutheisshocked

whyVulaislaughing

“Theyareexpectingababy”VulaclarifiestoMtho,

thistimehefliestohisunclebutKubeka,TJand

ntateTaustandsbetweenthem

“Zwelithiniyourapegranniesnow”hebarksfuming

“Nowemadelove”Ndlovukaziclarifiesbutewwww!

Isheardfromtheyoungstars“SITWENA”Mtho

quicklytakeshissitstillfuming



“Wenarapistwatchyourback,I’mcomingforyou”

Mthothreatens“Andwenawhyareyousocalm?”

MthoasksVulawhoisconcentratingonfeedinghis

sonliverfromhismouth

“Iknew,Ioncesawthembanging”

“HaiVula!”Mthoreprimands

“What?”heaskswithashrug

“Youcan’tusebangandNdlovukaziinthesame

sentence,I’msurethisonerapedher”hepoints

Zwe

“Noitwasconsensualandshewasmoaning”Vula

explainsbuthereceivesinsultsfromalltheoldies

aroundthetable

“ButMaayoulistentoDumisatv”Mthoremarksstill

notpleased

“SO?”Ndlovukaziasksshocked

“AllDumisatvlistenersareinnocent,theyareall

goingtoheavenandtheyknownothingaboutsex”

“Mthokozisi”Ndlovukaziadmonishes



“I’mjustsayingIdon’tunderstandhowfossilslike

youstilldothedeeds,Ithoughtyouwereavirgin

Maalikeme,youandIweretheonlypurepeople

leftinthisfamily.I’msorryI’mtootraumatizedfor

thisshit,IneedsomeofthatklipdriftauntyDee”he

saysstandingtoleavethetable

“Insidetheflourbucketyellowmellow”shedirects

“AndI’mjoiningyouinasecond”everyoneisnow

lookingather“What?”sheasksconfused

“Whywouldyouputyouralcoholinsideaflour

bucket?”TJaskswhatisineveryone’shead

“That’smysafeststashplace,Ineedthatbottleto

calmmyselfeverydayuntilyourfathersacceptmy

man’slobolaandtheybetterdoitfastbeforeIhold

myownnegotiations”shefollowsMtho,herwhite

manisgivenahardtimebecausetheygotmarried

withoutthefamilyandNtateMorenastilldoesn’t

believethatsheisreallymarryingawhiteman,he

thinksthisisjustaphaseandshewillgetbored

withitlikeallherpreviousscandals

***



BOITUMELO

Dinnerstartedandendedstillthereisnosignof

Boitumelo,noweveryoneissettledinthedining

areaenjoyingeachother’spresencewhileasVula

isstartingtofeelalittleunsettled,everyoneis

gatheredhereexcepthiswife,nowheisthinkingof

callingAbongiletocheckherwhereaboutsbutshe

walksinjustbeforehisthoughtsburst.Hegiveshis

sontoMmeSeipatinexttohimandattendedhis

latecomingwife,sheneedstoexplainher

whereaboutsbutthedispleasureonherfacemakes

himthinkotherwise.Fearstruckhitshimashe

approachesbuthestilllethisfeetcarryhimtoher

forinterrogation

“Wherehaveyoubeen?”heasksgentlyloweredso

theroomcannothearthembutforsomereason,

folksjustwentmute,It’sliketheywanttobepartof

theconversation“I’mtalkingtoyoubuthumelo”he

ispissedbutheistryingineverywaynottobeloud



“TALK,DOYOUWANTTOTALK”hervoicedoesn’t

matchhisandfromthewrathinithedistances

himselfslowlybutimmediately,nowtheyhavethe

audienceforsure“KAREYOUWANTTOTALKNAA

NYULA”(Iaskedifyouwanttotalkvula)heshakes

hisheadnoslowlyreversingtotheslidingdoor,he

figureditwillbehisemergencyexittoescapewhen

thingsturnleftbecausetheyaredefinitelyheading

thatway“IWILLTALKNYULA,YOUHEARME?I

WILLTALK”shemovescloserbutvulakeeps

steppingbackwards“LET’STALKABOUTYOURILL-

MANNEREDCRIPPLEDSPERMTHATGOES

AROUNDADVERTISINGIT’SDISABILITYINMY

WOMB”gaspsareaudiblearoundthelounge,Aunty

Deeissoproudatthismoment,shedidn’tthink

Boitumelohadinherwhileasyellowmellowis

filmingthewholeseen,thisislandinghimstraight

totheOscarshethinks,bestdirector“ISAIDLET’S

TALKABOUTYOURILL-MANNEREDSNYEMS”

(Sperms)shegrabsavasenexttoherwhenhe

leastexpectitandsenditflyingatthespeedoflight

towardshimbutheducksitbeforeitreacheshim



“I’msorrymommypleaselet’stalkaboutthis”he

pleadsstillbythedoorwithhishandsupin

surrender,henowknowswhatheisguiltyofbut

howcanauntyDeedothistohimwhilehepaidher

infullandevenboughttheklipdriftsheaskedfor

“SORRY,SORRYNYULAREALLY”anAfricanpiece

sculptureofabuffalofliestowardshimagainbut

heisquicktodashbutunfortunatelyforthesliding

dooritwastoolate,itshattersonthefloorbreaking

topieces.NtateMorenastandsonhisfeet

immediately

“VULAMASANGO,BOITUMELOFOTSEK”heshouts

“NXA!”shethrowsaglassjugonthefloorandhuffs

turningtoherroom,Vulafollowsherrunning“STAY

THEFU*KAWAYFROMME”shespitsexasperated

toVulabehindherandhestandsrootedonthefloor

asshedisappearsbutheeventuallyfollowsher

JustasIclosethedoor,thebastardblocksitwith

hisleg.IfhethinksI’mgoingtolethiminnicely



thenheisdaydreaming,Iroughlytrytopushit

closeandIdon’tcareifhislegisgettinghurtatthis

momentbutbecauseheisbatistawithbatista

snyems(sperms)heoverpowersmeanyway

forcinghisentry.JustfromthatdoorpushingI’m

pantinglikeadog,Iguessangeralsoescalatesmy

breathing

“Obatlangnyula”(Whatdoyouwantnyula?)Iask

calmbecauseI’mtryingtocontrolmybreathing

herebutI’mstill5minutesinexplosionland.He

comesandsettlenexttomeonthebed

“I’mreallysorrymybaby,IswearIdidn’tdoiton

purpose”hesaysinhispuppyeyesandwhenIdrop

myeyesfromhimInoticebloodfromhisshoulder

“Takeoffyourshirt”Iorderbuthelooksatmeabit

confused,heisthinkingsomethingstupidIknow

thatlookverywell

“Youwanttorapeme?”nowconfusionscoversme

“likepunishmewithrape,Idon’tmindIcanbeyour

victimanytimeoftheday”mxm!HeiscrazierthanI

thought



“Listenhereandlistencarefully,thoserottenamasi

spermsofyoursarenotgettingbetweenmylegs

untilIgivebirthtothischild,that’syour

punishment”hepopshiseyes“Nowtakeofthat

shirtIneedtocleanseyourshoulder”Ileavehim

mumblingthingsonlyhecanmakesenseofasI

makemywaytothemedicinecabinet

“I’mreallysorrymommy”heapologisesonceagain

asItrytocleansetheblood

“FotsekVulamasango”Ibark

“Hmmmm!”heexclaimsandIgivehimalook“I

shoulddosomethingaboutthatloosemouth”

“Somethinglikewhat?”Iaskwithapitchednose

“Maybefu*kthatthroat,don’tyouthink”he

suggestsandIflushimmediatelyleavingtoscatter

thewaterinthetoilet“Pleasecomebackhere”he

askstakingoffhisshoesandhetakesmineofftoo

whenIstandbeforehim“Let’sliedownabitIhave

totellyousomething”asmadasIstillam,Iagree

himplacingmeonthepillowandheputshishead



besidesmineaswelayfacingeachother“once

again,I’mreallysorrymyheaven”hesincerely

apologiseandIfeelit,trulyspeakingitwasn’tallhis

entirefault,IwasrecklesstooItrustedmorning

afterswhiletheydidn’tworkfromthefirsttime.

“It’sokay,I’mjustsomadthat……”Isighheavily

“WhatarepeoplegoingtosaySango,mychildren

aregoingtobeMondayandTuesday”hefrowns

“I’mlost”mxm

“Childrenbornmonthsapart”Iexplainbuthe

laughs

“Myheavenifmycalculationsareaccurate,they

willbeayearapart”

“Stillitdoesn’texcusethatI’mgoingtobelabelled

asababymakingmachine”hesmirkspullingmy

waistcloser

“Mybabymakingmachine,Idon’tgiveadamn”he

pecksmynoseandsighs“Anypleasepromiseto

keepcalmmommyforwhatI’mabouttotellyou”



hisrequestdidtheoppositeofwhatheasks“Your

carryingtwoboys”thefu*ck

“FU*KYOU”helaughshard

“ThewayI’mgoingtofu*kthisloosemouthtonight,

youwilltotallybea‘yesbaba’bytomorrow,anyway

twobullsdiedandyouknowwhatitmeans”

“ButlasttimeMhambiwasborneventhoughabull

diedforher”Iremindhim

“Yes,that’sbecausesheisaroyalseer,anynormal

girlnobulldies”

“Butwhatif….”Hecutsme

“Shewon’tcomebackuntilwearemarried”Jesuuu

waAfrica!

“MeaningIstillhaveanotherchildtopopafterthis

one”henodssmiling“AskiesI’msorryabutiI’m

tyingmytubesstraightafterthisone”

“Ohhoney,youshouldknowbynowthatmyill-

manneredsnyoms….”

“Snyems”Icorrectandwebothlaugh



“Yesbabymyill-manneredsnyemsalwaysmakea

wayformeunlessifyouremoveyourwomb”mxm

cockybastard“anywayspeakingofbabies,I’mtold

thatyouandIwillbearpluralonly,nosingularfrom

ourseedshenceanotherpairoftwinscomingour

way”

“WHAT”that’sallthatescapesmymouth

“Yes,babythat’showweareblessedbyour

forefathers,ourunionunitedtwokingdomssowith

usitwillbedoubleblessingsalltheway.Meaning

Mhambiisalsocomingbackwithherpair”hesays

withsomuchenthusiasm

“Ihateyourfamily”helaughs“Butwait,whatabout

myson,willhebeokaybecausehedoesn’thavea

pair”

“Heisfine,hispairisthegiftNdlovukaziiscarrying,

hencehisnameMkhonto’sgiftasmyfathernamed

him,GumedeandNtateMorenasayweare

supposedtonamehimSiphosakhebecausethat’s

howmyfatherbroughthimtopairupMkhontothe

king”



“JesusI’mgoingtoraisefourkidsatonce,Ishould

totallyauditionforTLCshows‘surroundedbypair

ofboys’”hisinstitches,Ialwaysforcehimtowatch

myshowswithme“Atruebabymakingmachine,

whatbrandamI”

“LG,noPanasonic”helaughs“Youknowwhat,

Telefunkenthatshitisboss”hisveryamusedand

I’mjustheavy,Ididn’tseemyfuturegoingthisway

trulyspeaking“Oh!mytelefunkenbabymaking

machinepleasestopstressingaboutwhatpeople

aregoingtosay,yourmywifeandI’myour

husbandthat’sallthereistoourhomenoother

peoplesomewhere,okay”Inodhesitantly“Speaking

ofhome,Maryhasstartedpackingyourflat”

“Vulamasango!”Iexclaimtryingtostandbuthe

pullsmebackdown,IjustfoundoutI’mgoingtobe

atelefunkenbabymakingmachinecanhenottryto

pissmesomemore

“Mommywearegettingmarriednextweek,from

hereyourmovingstraighthomewithmewhereyou



belong”ishenut

“Whatdoyoumeannextweekandwhywouldyou

packmystaffwithoutmyknowledge,Lulu….”He

cutsme

“Wearegettingmarriednextweekbabyacceptit,

thisisgoingtobeaverybusyweekforyouIwillget

youmorethanoneplannersifneedbetopulloff

theweddingyouwantbySaturdayandallthe

ceremoniesthatneedstobedonewillbedone

duringtheweek,wehavedraggedourfeetit’s

enoughnowit’stimetostartwithourforever”Iwish

itwasSundaynextweekalready,I’mexhausted

beforethisweekevenstart“Andasforyourplace,

youneedtodecidewhattodowithit,Luluis

movinginwithMtho”sheistoooldforthatIdoubt

shewillagree“Andnowletmeteachyousome

mannersonhowtospeaktoyourman”hesays

climbingme

“SangoItold……..”I’mshutwithaFrenchkissthat

makesmeforgetIwasevenmadinthefirstplace
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HISFOREVER

BOITUMELO

Womanhoodisoneofthesignificanttiersthereis

tofemalehierarchy,themomentyourealisethat

therearesoulsdependentonyouthat’swhenwe

pacetowomanhood.Unfortunatelyforsomeof

otherwomanoutthere,theysteppedinto

womanhoodwhiletheywereyoungandnotready

forthechallengesandresponsibilitiesthattiesto

beingawomanbutnonethelesssomedoexcel

exquisitelyinit.AsItortoiselypacemywholebeing

towardshim,mykneesareweak.Notweakfrom



thefearofbeingwithhimbecauseIknowheowns

thekeystomyheartbutI’maweaklingthinkingifI

willbeasuccessfulcompaniongrowingold.Iknow

nooneisperfectinlifebutIwouldliketobeperfect

forthelittle….wellnotlittleanymoreconsideringthe

twoinvadersinmywombatthismoment,Iwould

liketobeperfectforourbigfamily,beaperfect

mothertomybabiesandperfectpartnertohim.

Idemandedtowalkmyselftohimtodaybecause

todayformesymbolisesmanythings,thisisme

solelywalkingtohimtobehisforever,thisisme

steppingintowomanhood,thisismelettingmy

fatherandbrothergo.Imayhavebeenawomanfor

alongtimebutIwasalwaysmyfather’sdaughter

andmybrother’slittlesister,Iwasawomanbuta

childbecauseIneveroutgrewmybelongingstage,I

belongedtomyfatherandbrotherforsolongthatI

grewbutremainedachildtothosetwothatIlove

themostwitheverythinginme.ButthroughhimI

steppedintowomanhood,Ileftthechildinme

behindandblossomedtohislovetobethewoman



pacingherselftothesoulinhimcallingmyname

“Youlook……”heislostforwords,helookslikehe

justsawanangelfromthesky“youlook

breathtakinglyexceptionalmyheaven”he

complimentswithadimplysmileandfromthatI

knowheiscontent

“Thankyoumyheart,youlookexquisitetoo”I

complimentbackwiththesameendeavour,this

momentisveryprecioustothebothofusand

lookinginhimI’mthankfulforhisloveand

presenceinmylife.

“ImusthavedonesomethingrightforGodtoallow

oneofhisangelsinmywarmstolove,toprotect

andtokeepforallthedaysofmylife,hai!TodayI

attestthatassinfulasIamGodstilllovesmeand

forthatIwanttoyoutoknowIbreatheforyou”the

sincerityinhiseyesasheholdsbothmyhandsin

hisisgenuine

“WellImusthavedonesomethingrighttoo”abrief

chuckleescapeshislips“forGodtogivemehis



finestsoldiertoshieldandembracemetoeternity,

tomendandmouldmetobethebestversionof

myselfthereistobe”acontentbrieflaughter

voluntarilyinvadeourlipsashepullsbothmy

handsforhispeck

“Wellifyou’resosurewebothdidsomethingright

forGod,Ihaveonerequestforyoutoprovethat

indeedGodsolelycreatedyouformetokeep”I

smileencouraginghimtogoon“let’sstartwith

forever”Igenuinelysmilehappily

“Forever”Iagreetohisrequestandhisshoulders

relaxesashedeeplyexhales,hewaspressedfor

holdingairinandthatformeconfirmshe

appreciateswhatweshare.Hislefthandescapes

thetouchofmineandhenicelytuckitaroundmy

waistpullingmeclosertohischestwithhisright

handintertwinedintomine.Thepleasuresmilein

hiseyesmatchestheformingsparkleinmyeyesas

hedeeplystarethroughmyeyes,helazilybendhis

headtomyfacewitheyecontactthatspeakslove

languagetomysoul,hisnosebrushesminefora

momentandIclosemyeyeslisteningtohisaura



thatdonateslovepeaktomine.Withamomentof

loveecstasyIfeelhissoftlipstouchmine,hesoftly

patientlypecksfirstasifaskingforpermissionand

whenhesoothesmylipsagainIgiveentrance,the

kississoft,gentleandpatient,throughthiskisshis

auraistellingmesomething,wehaveforevertolive

inlove.Wearebothsolostinourmomentonly

whenathroatisbeingclearednexttousweletgo,

Jesus!Thepastor,thecongregation,the…..wellthis

isourdaysotough

“Afterthatthereisnothingmoreleftformetosay”

thepastorsayandwebothchucklestillineach

other’shold“ladiesandgentlepleasestandup”

theyallstandgiggling“IgiveyouMrandMrs

Dlomo,youmaykissyourbrideagainMrDlomo”

thecongregationdiesinlaughterclappingand

that’showwebecamemanandwife.

8YEARSLATER

MTHOKOZISI



Wellit’sbeenaminutebutahappilyfruitfulmoment

whileatit.I’mafathertofourbeautifulbabiesanda

husbandtotwotogorgeouswomenatthemoment

LihleandMary,yesthatMary.Sheismysecond

wifewhocarriedmypreciousangel.Lihleison

babynumberthree,twogirlsandoneboywhile

MaryisonbabynumberoneandIplantoscoreher

soonsoIcanshowVulathatwehaveadraw,then

we’llgotopenalties.SpeakingofVula,wehaveto

sendNdlovukazipicturessometimethisweek,I

needtogocheckhimsowecanworksonour

annuallie

YearsagosoonafterVula’swedding,Ndlovukazi

wantedtoknowthewhereaboutsofLuthando,she

startedgoingtothepolice,printingpicturesof

missingpersonandthat’swhenwestartedour

annuallie……webothdecidedtofindanITguyto

PhotoshophersomewhereinParisandthat’swhen

Ndlovukazicalmeddown,wehavebeenlyingtoher

for8yearsandseemstobeworkingsofar.Truly

speakingIhatewhatwearedoingbutthenagain

thisisLuthando,thatoneisamentalcase,still



todayIdon’tknowwhyshehatesVulasomuchbut

itdoesn’tmattershechoseherpathandshemust

justlieinit

Speakingofsisters,hmmmmine.SometimesIwish

tolockherinmysafewhereIcanonlykeepherfor

me,shemarriedmyfriend,Sbuthekasi

chisanyamaowner.Thatfuckerischeatingleftright

andcentreandmysisterisalwayscrying,Ihave

talkedhertodivorcetheguybutsheisnothavingit.

SheisrollingwiththewivesclubnowandLihleis

theonetoblameforthat,theybothattendeachand

everywhateverthosewomendrinkandtalkabout

together,theonlypeopleyouwillneverfindinthose

isMaryandMaDlomo.LuluisrightunderLihle’s

armandIthinksheisstartingtopullofffromher

friendshipwithMaDlomo,yesIlikethatmysisteris

gettingalongwithmywifebutIdon’tlikethelife

sheisintroducedtonowbutIcanonlyhopethat

onedayshewillseetherightpeopleinherlifeand

divorcesbuandleavethatwive’sclubthatchanged

her.



Andmyfather,Iactuallylaughthinkingofhim.He

isdoingamazingandhappilymarried,guesstowho?

TheoneandonlyauntyDeeismystepmom.Her

whitemandiedtwoyearsintoherfancymarriage

andapparentlymyfatherwastheretocatchherat

herlowestandmendherbrokenheartassheputsit.

Igohomeeveryweekendbecausethat’smy

favouritecoupleofoldtime.

TonightIsentthekidstoLihle,Iwanttopounce

babynumberfiveinMarywhenshecomes

ba………OhGod,whatthehellaretheydoinghere?

“Baba”that’sMkhonto,heistheonlydecentone

“Howareyoubaba?”hegreetsunliketheother

threewhojustwentstraighttomyfridge

“I’mfineboy,whobroughtyou?”Vulaisacock

blockeryazi

“MalumeAbongile……”heiscutoff

“Iwanttransformers”Sakhesayalreadychanging



thechanneltofu*kentruckcartoons,thetwo

doubletroublebothdragchairsandsittingrightin

frontofthetveatingleftoverchicken.Sakhe

becauseheissakhehealsodraganotherchairand

standbehindthem“MOVE”hecommandsandthe

twomakespaceforhiminbetween,thisboyisjust

threemonthsolderthanthetwinsbuthebullies

themeverychancehegets.Theonlysweetoneis

thisonenexttome,sometimeshescaresme,Vula

waswarnedthatifheeverspillbloodagainhisfirst

bornwillbeabeastofwrathandthewaythischild

issoclosed,I’mworriedmybrothermighthave

donesomethingaloneandnottellme.

“Myfatherwassick”hetellsstaringatthethree

headsbeforeusandIfrown

“Whatiswrongwithhim”Iquestionlookingathim

butmyanswercomesfromSakhe

“Ithinkmamakickedhiswiwi”Sakheinformswith

thehappiestgrin,nowIknowwhattheyaredoing

here“BabaI’msleepingwithyoutonight”Lord!

Anothercockblocker



“NoI’msleepingwithhim,I’mtheyoungest”Muzi

claimshispositionandIknowtheargumentsis

abouttostart

“I’mtheoldestI…….”Zizwetriestoarguebutheis

cutoffbySakhe

“You’rebothadopted,youcan’t…”Sakheisthemini

mebutI’mafraidheistoofar,fromthatstatement

transformerswatcher’seyesarelookingatmewith

sparklesbutluckilyMkhontocomethroughforme

“Nooneisadopted,whowantsultra-Meland

yogurt”thankgodforMkhontoandnothankyou

godforSakhe.Thetwinshappilyabandontheir

chairsfollowinghimtothekitchen

“Twebaputicecreamtooonmine”Sakheorders

andMkhontoturnnarrowinghiseyesathim,tweba

isabbreviatedfromtwebankieandhehatesthat

namewithpassion.ThankGodthisonealsoleaves

fortheyogurttrip,Iwillquicklycheckthescore

“Don’tchangethechannel”hecommandlooking

backatmebutasifheresideinmyhead,hecomes

backandtakestheremotewithhimwithouteven



sayinganything.IthinkNdlovukaziandZwemade

thischildtospiteme.

***

BOITUMELO

8yearslaterI’mstillamotherto5,Khwezi,Mkhonto,

SiphosakheandthetwodoubletroubleBhekizizwe

“andBhekimuziDlomo,thetwinsandSakheare7

whileasMkhontois8andwiththefightingand

screaminginthishouseIamnotunfasteningmy

tubesanytimesoon.Thismanwillhavetoforgive

meandMhambicanwaitabitasIraiseher

brothers,maybewhentheyturntenIwillthinkof

tryingagainbutnowI’mokay.Everyonecan

continuehatingmefornotbringingtheirseerback,

IwasevensatdownbythebloodycouncilbutIput

myfootdown,IwilldoitwhenI’mreadybutfornow

thetubesremainstight

Myhusbandwasnotokayaboutthis,Ididthe

operationwithouthisknowledgebecauseIknewhe



woulddisapprove.Whentwoyearsendedwith

nothinghestartedtoquestionwhatIdidtohisI’ll

manneredspermsandItoldhimIthinktheyare

finallybehavingbuthimbeinghim,hewentbehind

mybackanddemandedpetertobreakdoctor

patientconfidentiality.Hewassomadhe……Idon’t

know,Isayheneglectedmebuthesaysotherwise,

hisreasonswerevalidthoughandIunderstood

becauseIwantthesamethingbutIwasjusttired

tofallpregnantagain.Hisreasonforneglectingme

wasthatIwasselfishfornotwantingtobringhis

daughterbackandmyreasonwasthatwearenot

surethatthenextpairIbearshewillbethere,I

couldbearanotherpairandstillshemightnotbe

theresoImademyownselfishdecisionaloneand

hewasmadforawholemonthandthatbirthed

anotherproblemformethatresultedinmequitting

myjob

MrThulo,a.k.athabisomypreviousbosskissedme,

wewereonabusinesstripincapetownwhenall

thishappenedandtrulyspeakingIdon’tevenknow



whyIlethimkissmeandtothinkthekisswasn’t

evengreat,Iwasn’tgoingtoconfessmysinsfor

somethingIdidn’tenjoysoIresignedwith

immediateeffectandprayedGodtohelpmetake

thesecrettothegrave,notevenluluknowsabout

thisandIpraytokeepitthatwaybecauselatelyI

thinkIboremyfriendtothecore,shehangswith

thewiveswhoallthinkIdon’tfitintheircircleand

quitefranklyIdon’tcareaboutthem,I’mjustsad

thatI’mlosingmybestfriendandthereisnothingI

candoaboutit,Itriedseveraltimesreachingoutto

herbutIwastoldtogetoffmyhighhorsesoIalso

pulledawayandIhopeeverydayshewillcome

backandIwillbetheretocatchher.

SobecauseIquitmyjob,Istartedmymother’s

restaurantthatLuluandIdesertedjusttokeepbusy

andit’samazinglyflourishing.Ijustneeded

somethingasmyescapeplanbecausestayingat

homewoulddamagemeandIdidn’thavethe

passionforconstructionanymore,sohereIam

nappingmyFridayafternoonafterworkaway,it’s

myhusband’sturntotakethekidsoutsoIcanrelax.



VULAMASANGO

Khweziandherslayqueentendencies,Ihonestly

cannotdealwithherthat’swhyIlikewhenit’smy

wife’sturntotakethemout.Fridayeitherofustake

thekidsoutwhentheotheristiredandSaturdaywe

allgooutasafamilywhileasSundayit’shome

cookedmealbymyinhousechefofawife.Iwasso

happywhenshequitherjobandstartedthis

restaurantIthoughtshewon’tbesobusybutboy!I

waskiddingmyself,therestaurantissobusyI

barelyhavetimetobeburiedinhereverydayasI

want.MyphonebringsmetolifeasIwaitfor

Khwezi,ItoldtheboystowaitinthecarandIpray

muziandzizwearenotvandalisingmychairs

“BabakaKhweziwhat’sthis”

“Idon’tknowangellet’sgo”Idon’tevenlookather,

Ireplyreadinganurgentemail

“Baabaaa”oh!oh!tremblingvoice,Iraisemyface

fromthephonetolookwhat’smakingmy



daughter’svoicetrembleandIamnotfully

developedforwhatIseebeforeme,I’msoyoung

forthis,Ifeelhot,dizzyandoutofbreathandthatis

flashoutforme

Justasnicesleepknocksherup,Khwezibustto

herroombangingthedoorandthedrowsiness

instantlydesertherandjustassheraiseherhead

toscoldshefindsherdaughterwitheyesblazing

outinfear

“Khwezi”shecallsoutforthezonedoutkhwezi

“MamakaKhweziit’s….it’sbaba,hefellandheisnot

wakingup”fromthefearinhervoiceshedoesn’t

needtobetoldtwice,shekicksthefleeceandflies

downthestairs.Thereheislyingdownthestairs,

shescreamskneelingnexttohimasshespanks

hischeeks

“Babe,sthandwasami,Dinangweopenyoureyes

pleasedon’tdothis”shepleadswithatrembling

voiceandheslowlyopenshisweakeyesandshe

sighs“Lookatmemyhusband”shepleadscradling

himdownthefloorandashisheavinessslowly



leaves,itallcomesback

“Khwezi”hesaysinalowhuskyvoice

“Huh”shelooksupatKhweziandsheshrug“Babe

yourscaringmewhat’swrong”shequestions

furtherstillconfusedbuthecloseshiseyesand

buryhisfaceonherwaistgroaning“Khweziwhat

happened?”shefrownsthinkingabitandreachfor

somethingonthefloor

“Iaskedhimwhat’sthisandhefell”shelooks

closelyandrealisethatisKhwezi’sunderwearwith

blood,herlipspartinshock.Sheisonherfirst

periodsandtheZulufathershehasfaintedonthe

spot,ohboy!Shewishtohaveseenthislive.

“Howoldareyoukonjebaby?”sheaskslaughing

becausethepiecesareslowlycomingtoplaceof

whathappened

“14,sheisbloody14”thehusbandrepliesstill

buriedinherwaist“Sheisjustingrade8mkami,

isn’tthissupposedtohappenwhensheisin

varsity?”boitumeloisinstitchesenjoyingthe

spookedhim“MamapleasecallPeter,shehastobe



sickandtellhimI’malsogoingtoneedatherapist”

sheisjustlaughingherlungsoutbutshe

composesherselfandfrownlookingKhwezi’sway

“KHWEZIDIDYOUSLEEPWITHBOYS”sheasks

withasternvoiceandthechildinstantlysniffs

“MamaIswearIdidn’tdoanything,Ididn’tsleep

withboys,Iswearmama”shesayscryingand

boitumeloisintearsoflaughteronceagain,Vula

triestoraisehisheadtoquestionthe‘boys’partbut

heisspankedbacktothewaist“mamakaKhweziI

swear”shelaughshard,shejustwantedtofeel

whatitfeltliketobetheoneaskingthatquestion,

auntydeegrilledherwiththatquestionshecried

thewholethreedaysofthemenstruation

“Iguessyournolongergoingoutbaby,let’sgetyou

cleaned”shesaystryingtostandbutVulais

holdinghertight“Dinangweyouneedtoletgo,I

havetogohelpher”

“Ineedhelptoo,tounseewhatIsaw,pleasesend

theboystoMtho,I’mtootraumatisedtodealwith

them”shelaughspushinghimoffandleavinghim



stillburiedonthefloor,whatadramaking!Butshe

wouldn’tchangehimforanythinginthisworld,she

isHISFORERVER…………THEFULLSTOP.

PLEASELIKE,COMMENT,SHAREANDINVITE

YOURFRIENDS

THANKYOUFORBEINGTHEGREATEST

AUDIENCE.


