GLUED BROKEN PROMISES
wIProloguelsx

*Thembelihle*

“My people shall work during the
day, sleep and rest during the night”
a myth that invaded in my mind as |
was deeply lost in my thoughts, how
is the night said to be for sleep and
rest when | feel so tired yet unable to
sleep almost every night since | was
10 years old~> No: this is totally wrong,
nights are sleepless and a torture to
endure. This quiet walls screaming in
my pretty smart mind which usually
happ....for a moment all the voices
stoped and the wind vanished into
thin air,suddenly | feel a cold breeze
and the hair on the back of my neck
freezes. | swear this doesn’t scare me



that much anymore it's been a
couple of years anyway.in a blink of
an eye ‘here’ she appears, yes |
know this because every night when
the white mixed with gold light
shines so bright in my room there she
always stands.a bit far from me...
beautiful as always, her warm
presence mends my broken heart and
suddenly | forget about all my
heartaches but if only she could just
talk to me instead of humming....well
at least she doesn’t lament
anymore....if only she could just let
me see her face....

A phone call from my best friend
Betty bought me back to ‘reality’

Me: Bess kani yini manightshift anilali
sloywa ngini( Bess what’s with this
late night phone calls? | swear you’re
the ones bewitching us)



Betty: wuwi masaba madodza wenta
ngatsi kukhona lokfonelako
ngaphandle kwam as she ended up
laughing as if it’s not true

Me: | sighed. anyway who broke
your heart this time around-

Betty: you won’t believe thisi: Heee
Samkelo ignored my calls after he
saw me with my side nigga imagine
as if the nigga has been loyal: Hhay
Iwabish I’'m so dooone... bess he’s
calling me nxa lenja kumbe ifunani:
Duty calls mngan stokhuluma ksasa
bye.

Me: wow as | laughed for a second,
you never cease to amaze me bye
bess | lo... (Tuuu)!

She literally hung up on me wow |
laughed not that I’'m surprised
though, well my bess Betty is.... You
know what story for another day. |



tossed and turned to the other side
hoping to get some ‘rest’......

+Khetholenkosi**

Here goes my sleep again, | am only
21 years old . Here she stands next to
my room on the right side of my bed
sobbing for what “God has not yet
revealed to me”, this has been
happening every night well at least
when | am not too drunk to witness
this. This is crazy...;as | quickly got up
and gulped my expensive whiskey
which | stole from my uncle...

What happens when Destiny and
doom clash-»

GBP~WATSON Stay tuned.



~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert one

*Thembelihle*

“Ngoba sekurough...sekurough
emhlaben,nganezethu slala
ngendlala baba scelintethelelo..
stopped singing as | finished taking
my shower, my body dripping wet.l
looked at myself on the mirror inside
my bathroom and | admired my body
and swayed my hips from left to
right, as | thought kutsi no marn kona
akukho hhey hhey mara bangatsi
ngungenwa ngeshape kaGod
ngyongena nam akufan, | quickly
snapped out of it and remembered
work. | am currently working as a
student medical doctor at Siyaphila
Medical Practice owned by the
Mashele Brothers.one of the richest
families in the whole of Nkomazi, |

III



looked closely on the mirror | swear
for a second | saw a black rose on the
floor just next to my feet.... what the..?
| quickly ran out of my bathroom...

*Khetholenkosi*

| woke up with a heavy headache |
felt as if I’ve been hit by a bus and |
dragged myself to my door as
somebody rudely kept on banging
my door which was too hard to
ighore.

Me: what the fu... a hot slap landed
on my already burning face.l
should’ve known...for a few seconds
| felt a bit disoriented and felt the
urge to vomit as | tried to stand still
and fight back Khethokuhle my twin
bro.l attempted to throw a fist on his
pink bushy face and missed his face
and fell on my butt he started kicking
me like a way a guy.to him we are



both the same and that includes
genders as well..

Me: what the heck leave me the fuck
alone wena ngyekele man futsek: |
felt that | was getting angry in a
matter of seconds | felt a lot of
strength within me | don’t been know
how | got up and lifted a whole
grown up muscle man all by myself
and threw him inside the rubbish bin
just right outside my door

Him: what the heck?~»

As he spat blood,as a matter of fact
blood came out of his mouth of which
| assume he might have lost a pair of
teeth, two or three

Shock was written all over his face as
if he’s seen a ghost..

Me: Bro what the hell just happened
to you» Shock was an
understatement compared to how |
feel right now.



As he was about to respond | saw a

dark shadow living my body and left
a black rose behind | blinked for a
second and it disappeared..

Kuhle: so you now want to act deaf
on me?you think this is funny»

Me: | quickly fixed my eyes on him,so
you gonna act as if you didn’t see
that shadow-

Kuhle: here we go again,l see we are
trying to avoid taking responsibility
as usual

Me: the black rose?

Him: what black rose? Futsek help me
get up as he stretched his hand.

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert two



*Khethokuhle Zulu*

After my twin and | finished cleaning
up my mouth,we decided to both chill
in her small lounge, | looked at her as
she started dosing off and | sighed in
disbelief as | started recalling what
just happened. | pretended as if
everything that has happened is
normal but deep down | knew that
there’s no way that it could be
normal. | lost three of my front teeth |
don’t even know how l'll explain this,
| was panel beated by my twin sis,
it's crazy and embarrassing , it’s like
she was possessed or something. |
stood up as | remembered my phone
which might have fallen inside the

rubbish bin...

Somewhere at the deep heart of
Nkomaazi River.



LaMabuza: spirits of the great
lkhezeruba | summon you now, now
is the time to fulfil our greatest
ancestor’s wish, we need to act now
before she sees light. The clouds
changed as thunder and lighting
striked....her eyes went pure white
and she started changing to her true
form...

*Momo(Nokuthula Mashaba)*

As | was reading my bible Psalms 23, |
felt the urge to pray and praise the
Lord. | knew right there what this
means..the devil is at work, as |
started to pray | saw a bright light |
closed my eyes and started praying
like a mad woman... | heard His
voice,yes | am a prayer warrior..”Be
still and know that | am the Lord, |
Will never leave your sight.. the time
is coming to defeat evil once again,



feed on prayer and faith for it is not
only bread that feeds you”. Those
were his words... By the time He
finished | was left in tears, | never felt
so much love and assurance in my
whole life. | started chanting,
richashabara yanda.mecherobe
yanda..

*Khetholenkosi*

Found myself dressed in a long pure
white dress. | was surrounded by a
dark ocean, wait a minute what's
happening to me? Why am | walking
on water? My heart started racing, |
was panicking | started tripping and |
fell inside the ocean.my body was
sinking. | had all my body sinking
except for my head, Jesus help
me!From a distance | saw an old
woman laughing.l could see right
through her that she is a



monster.probably in control of this
gruesome tragedy happening to me,
she slowly started approaching me.
The closer she got the colder the
water started getting.she released a
white snow ball to my direction and
the water lift me up and it hit me on
my left shoulder, to my surprise it felt
like fire, | screamed in agony.. Jesus
I’ll stop drinking please help me(l
screamed as | sinked deeper)

To be continued.

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Three

*Khethokuhle*

| ended up tidying up Khetho’s place,
| even cooked Macaroni.fried chicken
and made a few salads God knows



when was the last time she ate a
proper meal, speaking of her she’s
been spleeping for approximately 4
hours, | shook my head as | looked at
her and thought | should just let her
be since it’s clear that she was
drinking the previous night | even
wonder as to where she bought the
alcohol from since stores are closed,
but then this is Nkomazi...

*Betty*

All 1 ever wanted was to love and be
loved in return.those were my
thoughts as | stood next to my gate
waiting for my son to come back
from his father’s place. This cannot be,
| opened my eyes wider as | looked
and saw my ex boyfriend baby
daddy. as he was walking with his
new girlfriend and my son,Theodore
Mashele..They were holding



hands,.wearing matching outfits mxm
those clothes don’t even suit her, she
has a body shape of a green
pepper.argh: They won’t even last. |
looked at them one more time as |
spat on the ground and walked
away as | felt my anger fueling up. |
decided to quickly go back to my
house...as soon as | closed the door |
shot straight to the kitchen where |
got my finest collection of the
sharpest knifes.see I’'m addicted to
knifes, they are appealing there’s just
something about them that fascinates
me. My phone rang disturbing me
from bonding with my knifes, 1 pulled
it out from my tight jeans and Zuko’s
name splashed on the screen. he
probably wants to come over.l
answered...

*Khetholenkosi*



| saw my life perishing right in front
of me, | was not scared anymore it
was pointless anyway, the evil
woman was still tormenting me, |
could feel that my lungs were failing
me as | have consumed lots of water
because of drowning, | could hear a
voice of a woman praying in a
foreign language as if she was

mad her voice sounded far though,
and | saw the evil old woman quickly
moving a bit far from me and also
started chanting in a foreign
language.. If there is a God
somewhere please save me! | cried
out loud.the voice of the invisible
woman or should | say harmless
ghost continued to pray.... | saw a
male figure he had a sword on his
right hand....”fear not for | am God’s
faithful servant, | sit next to my
father’s feet in his holy throne” . he
then stretched his hands to me...



To be continued
No edits.

~Glued Broken Promises~

Insert four
*Khethokuhle*

It was starting to get dark and my
twin was still sleeping | decided to
wake her up she needs to take a cold
shower and eat before rushing to her
I quickly changed the channel to
channel O because I’'m not feeling
today’s soccer match at all

Me: Khetho wake up....she’s not
responding. | bend down and touched
her oh my God what the hell? Her
body is as cold as ice..



Me: Khetho wake up. my voice was
breaking this cannot be..l was too
scared to even check her pulse

I quickly went to the lounge took my
phone and called grams...

*Khetholenkosi*

Without any hesitation | stretched my
hand to his and before | knew it we
are in another world, a very beautiful
land. There are beautiful fruits I've
never seen before, the trees.flowers
everything was out of the ordinary
world

No no no this means | might be
dead...

Me: man where am |I? He looked at
me as if he did not hear a word |
said...

Me: am | dead-
Still he did not answer....



~Thembelihle Mthembu~

I’'ve already arrived at work but still |
couldn’t get the shower incident out
of my mind,what's the meaning of
that black rose2as was caught up in
my thoughts | saw a very handsome
man running to the reception, he’s so
tall, it was crystal clear that he hits
the gym, he has a clear yellowish
skin.l guess it's true when they say
that we all have our lookalikes
because one would mistaken this
man with Pule from Muvhango.....

Him: hello2» Did you hear a word |
said?

Me: | felt like a fool, excuse me sir
how can | help you-

Him: can’t you see that there’s an
emergency here? He pointed to the
man who was carrying a young
woman who seems to have fainted



Me: please follow me... as we rushed
to the emergency room. Sister Susan
please call Dr Okoe...

*Momo(Prophetess Nokuthula)-

As | was praying | could feel that my
lifetime charge was in between life
and death, | will not despair... |
know that it’s not yet her time |
continued praying..

To be continued..
No edits.

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert five

*At Siyaphila Medical Practice*



Khethokuhle: Grams seemed not to
be moved by Khetho’s sudden illness
or maybe she’s just trying to be
strong for her favorite grandchild..
God knows | would never survive
without my twin, even though she’s a
piece of shit at times but who am |
fooling? She has always been a
handful but that started when we lost
our parents. My mind started to recall
that gruesome tragedy and | could
feel tears building up that’s when |
decided to get up and go get a cup of
coffee before | embarrass myself. As |
stood up | started feeling dizzy and |
lost balance and fell on the bench, as
if that’s not enough | started feeling
cold as if | was drowning in an ice
cold river, | remember screaming for
help and it was light outs for me...

*Grams( The twin’s grandmother)-



No no no this can’t be happening
Babe Khoza long confirmed that he
had locked the book of promises for
life. | cannot let that old wreck
destroy my kingdom and break my
ring of trusti! Soze!! | stood a bit far
from the benches and watched as the
Nurses took Khethokuhle to one of
the hospital rooms...

*Khetholenkosi*

Me: are you God perhaps- | asked as
| chewed a nice fruit which cannot be
compared to any of the fruits | know.

Him: Khetholenkosi you don’t have
much time, you need to return to your
body. your body is close to giving in
to death, when you wake up you
need to remember this; You are
God’s chosen servant, you have a
righteous duty to fulfil His will. My
father knew you long before you



were even formed in your mother’s
womb.

Me: but who are you-»

Him: | am a faithful angel of the Lord,
| sit next to my father’s feet in his
holy throne, | am who He says | am.,|
gained favour from my father
amongst all angels...well that’'s a
story for another day now you need
to go back, your brother’s life
depends on you.

Me: this was too much information to
process all at once but I’'m certain he
got the wrong person,wait, what did
you sda... he touched my forehead
before | could finish and | started
descending to the earth...

“"REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE...”were
his last words

*Grams*



The clouds started changing |
immediately walked out of the
hospital and rushed to my car. | need
to see Khoza | can’t let this happen,
over my dead body!!

To be continued...
No edits.

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Six
*Betty*

| waited the whole day for them to
bring back my son and they didn’t,
his father did not even bother to call
me and let me know that Pride will
be Sleeping over at his place | mean
it’s only considerate. | was very
pissed.he’s so childish nxa.. he
probably wants me to be jealous of
him and his ugly girlfriend.. | took my



phone and logged on Facebook, |
already had a notification that he has
made another post... yes | get
notified whenever he posts
something.he had posted a picture of
his stupid girlfriend with my son lying
on the bed we bought together.that’s
it..1 quickly grabbed my jacket and
takkies....

*Thembelihle*

| was so shocked by what has just
happened to Mr handsome, | mean
he was fine when | spoke to him
earlier and now he’s in ICU those
were my thoughts as | exited him
room and went to fetch a heater for
him... | still wonder as to how he’s
still alive his body is as cold as ice...

*Grams*



Inside babe Khoza’s old hunt..

Me:l pay you a lot of money to
prevent what is happening

Khoza what’s the meaning of this
huh-»

Him: first of all take off those
expensive shoes of yours and relax |
knew you were coming and I've
already prepared a portion for you

Me: No no no | want you to explain
how this happe...

Him: Beauty weeh you don’t have
enough time you need to quickly go
back to the hospital and force this
portion in his mouth.even if you put it
on his tongue she will swallow it
when she wakes up..hurry before
your worst nightmare becomes a

reality..

Me:l took the portion and opened it it
was crushed herbs mixed with water.



I quickly stood up picked up my
shoes and rushed out...

*Khetholenkosi*

In a split second | appeared in one of
the hospital rooms.to my surprise |
saw myself lying on the bed, what’s
going on here? | asked the doctor
who was busy checking my body. he
did not reply it’s as if he did not
acknowledge my presence. | got
closer and poked him to my surprise |
couldn’t even touch him, nono no |
can’t be dead... | have so much to live
for.l went outside the room looking
for help clearly this Dr doest want to

To be continued..
No edits.



~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert seven

*Khetholenkosi*

Immediately when | walked out of
that room | saw other people sitting
on the benches, | quickly rushed to
them and greeted them to my
surprise they also ignored me as if
they could not see me as well, what’s
happening to me? God please help
me... | don’t even know how to pray
if | knew how to pray I’d probably
be praying right now. | sat down on
the floor and began crying, a bright
light shone before my eyes as if it
was a flashlight of some sort, | felt so
much peace and love around... |
could not hold back my tears | began
to weep... “ worry not child, | am the
Lord your God, the one who took you
out of Egypt. follow the light” a calm



beautiful manly voice spoke, | looked
around all | saw was the light around
me and those people who were also
sitting on the benches and they
seemed unbothered by dll this. “
ONLY YOU CAN SEE ME CHILD,
FOLLOW ME... WE DO NOT HAVE
ENOUGH TIME” as if He could hear
my thoughts, without hesitation |
stood up and followed the light as it
started moving first. He took me
straight to that hospital room where
my lifeless body laid on the bed.

Me: am | dead->
Him: no you are not Okhethekileyo.

Me: but why am I lying on the bed
and standing here at the same time»

Him: you are having a near death
experience, look Okhethekileyo we
do not have enough time | must
return your spirit to your body, |
know you do not understand any of



this, you do not have to, trust in me
your God, this is not your fight all you
need to do is let me fight your battles.

Me: let you in how»

Him: do not worry about anything for
the Lord your God long prepared this
for you, | long assigned your
guardian angel, you shall know her
when the right time comes.

The machines started beeping (
TU,TU,TU,TUUUUUUU.)

Me:Am | dying-~as | looked at my
body and saw my body violently
shaking as if life was leaving my
body.| started feeling uneasy..

Him: close your eyes..

| did as commanded, “1 demand your
spirit to return to your body and
become one, | speak life to your
body. you shall live and not just exist
in the world of the living..”



| felt myself losing control and sense
of everything as He continued with
whatever He was doing.....

*Grams (the twin’s grandmother)-

As soon as | approached the Hospital
gate | saw flames, the hospital is on
fire, but there was no smoke.. how
possible is this, | got out of my car
and | took out the portion that Khoza
gave me. To my surprise the security
guard who sits at the hospital gate
was busy reading a newspaper as if
nothing was happening, |
approached him, as | was about to
talk to him, the portion on my hand
dropped and started burning and it
perished right before my eyes. My
body also started burning......., what
is happening to me» Help!:



screamed in agony.. | started
stripping off my clothes....

*Momo (Prophetess Nokuthula)*

‘akhona amandla lapha, ayaphilisa
izifo zeminyaka, sekukhona amandla
uJehovah ukhona lapha, kugcwele
amandla lapha, lalela kelendawo
kugcwele amandla uSmakade
uncamula amaketane’

| could feel it deep within my soul
that the Lord is present,

He is at work... | continued
worshiping the Lord in truth and
spirit.

To be continued...

Please like, comment, share the post
and invite your friends. Thank you.



~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Eight

*Betty*

| exited my house, bangjwayela kabi
labi | need to show them who l am. |
took out my phone and phoned the
Uber guy..

“you have reached your call limi..”
nxa! Dammit | ran out of airtime.. |
hung up. God knows | am not about
to give up. | turned to the tar road
and started running, its gonna take
me at least 30 minutes to get to my
baby daddy’s place. As | continued
with my journey, | saw a car pulling
to my side of the road, | stopped
running and looked at the driver,



hwuuuuu.. as | was tried to catch my
breath.

Him: why did you stop runnning» He
chuckled..

Me: trust Polo drivers to annoy you, |
laughed..

Him: where are you headed to
Me: Block B

Him: So where you planning to run
all the way from Block C to Block B,
He laughed again

Me: | rolled my eyes as | laughed a
bit. Are you going to give me a ride
or what»

Him: lol come in

Me: so there are people in this word
who use the word LOL live? Wow! |
sighed in disbelief as | made my way
to the back seat because some other
guy was sitting in the front.



| got in, to my surprise there was
another guy seated at the back, |
greeted them and sat down.They
were eating penuts and the one who
was seated next to me offered his
share of the penuts to me and |
gladly accepted,

We continued with our journey...

*At the Hospital....*

The seecurity guard called for help
and the twin’s grandma was quickly
admitted in the hospital...

*Khetholenkosi*

| slowly opened my eyes and saw
too many doctors and nurses
standing next to my bed... | had a lot
of questions in my mind..

Doctor 1: This is impossible..



Doctor 2: Bhuti can you see us?

Me: No | can’t what are you?.. damn
of course | can, can one of you please
have the decency to offer me a glass
of water, at least that’s what doctors
do in the movies as soon as the a
patient wakes up. | said that as | got
up from the bed..

They looked at each other and one of
the nurses poured water in a glass
next to the bed and gave it to me.

Doctor 1 touched my hand, and the
shock on his face said a lot...

Me: what the fvck?» Why do you look
like you have seen a ghost»

They all started touching me and all
their mouths dropped on the floor....

| looked at them in disbelief....
somebody needs to explain what's
happening right now, these people



are acting crazy, are they even redl
doctors-.....

*Khethokuhle*

| slowly opened my eyes and looked
around as | tried to make sense of
what’s happening, it’s clear that | am
in hospital but how did | get here»

| remembered that | brought my twin
sis here who was at the verge of
dying.. oh MY God | need to find out
what happened to her I’ll deal with
this later, | quickly got up and rushed
out of the room in my hospital
gown...

e Betty*

| woke feeling a bit drousy as if | was
drunk, | looked around the room

unfortunately | couldn’t see anything,
yemadoda ngikuphi» (where am I2)....



| tried moving at least | wasn’t tired
or anything like that. As | stood and
and tried to move around, somebody
turned the light on...

Him: oh she’s awake...He smiled.. ~
Gents the princess is awake, get
ready” He shouted...

My heart started racing. oh no God
please protect me... | said a short

prayer.”please do not let this monster
kill me”

Yes it was one of the guys who gave
me a lift earlier, but how did they...
Oh my God the peanuts he gave
me...l

The door opened and the two guys
made their way in, one started
unbuttoning his pants, the other one
made his way to me..... tears started
streaming down my chicks...NOOOO
please let me go | am begging you...



*Thembelihle*

A lot of strange things happened
today first it was the shower incident,
now one of our patients Mr
handsome himself rose from death...
can this day end already. | started
thinking about my best friend Betty, |
should pass by her place when |
knock off from work | miss her |
haven’t seen her in a while.

At the hospital

Dr Okoe: Sister Suzan please call
David (the security guy from the
gate), | need to know What
happened to this patient. Apparently
she was brought in here earlier on by
David, she was quite in a state and
naked. | really do wonder what's
wrong with her, | personally know
her she has been our Patient when |
first moved in South Africa, | am



Originally from Ghana, | started
working here in 2010, | have been
here for almost 10 years.

*Betty*

| was tired physically and
emotionally, those monsters took
turns on me the whole time.it feels
like its been a whole decade since
they have been tormenting me... |
don’t think I'll ever survive this, |
prayed for death to come and spare
me from this torture..... My son’s
image splashed in my mind, Oh God
please save me for my son’s sake.. |
said that as one of these monsters
approached me....

The following day....

To be continued...



~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Nine

*Thembelihle*
In the morning...

She couldn’t stop thinking about
Betty as she did pass by her place
yesterday and didn’t even find her.
She even tried calling her multiple
times with no luck.

Me: Ah maybe | am worrying for
nothing.she’s probably at one of her
boyfriend’s place aw kodwa
Skhebereshe sam bandla.

She sighed, and continued eating her
soft porridge before rushing to work..

*Khetholenkosi*

They discharged me last night
together with my twin brother whom



| later learned that he was also
admitted yesterday this has mistery
written all over it | mean the doctors
told me that | was dead for 3
minutes... ayy it's all crazy | don’t
even what to crack my skull trying to
remember what happened because |
don’t.it’s as if somebody had
whipped my memory because | only
remember fighting with my brother
and come to think of it.that was also
strange because | would never ever
have the strength to lift my twin
brother.l am a girl for crying out loud
and l.... sh*t (as she felt moisture in
her womanhood) damn that must be
my periods... she hated getting her
periods .it reminded her of her
childhood memories... that moment
when she needed her mother the
most and she wasn’t there, she knew
right there that there’s no way there
is a God because no God would ever



allow His child to go through what
she went through.

She sighed and got out of her bed,
and went to the bathroom to take a
shower...

*Betty*

| remained quiet and forfeited
pleading to their deaf ears... God
doesn’t really like me.all He does is
take take and take from me.

One of the guys came back in

Guy1: Judas and JJ get ready we
leaving in s...

Judas and JJ: are you crazy?

Guy1: what you still haven’t gotten
enou... He couldn’t even finish his
sentence as both monsters rushed
outside and started punching him



Me: | could hear that they were
fighting but |1 didn’t even care
because nothing matters now, they
have had their way with me.. | was
still sore and bleeding...

At the hospital...

The twins’ grandmother was still in
hospital, Dr Okoe couldn’t wait for
her to wake up and explain what
happened as he could not figure
what the problem was with her.

*Betty*
Somewhere around Block B
Judas and JJ were angry at Sizwe for

calling them by their names in front of
their victim..

Sizwe: Gents I’'m sorry | wasn’t

thinking.but relax | have a plan we’ll
kill her.



JJ: wait no no no! we’ve never killed
before.even if we agreed. how would
we do it...?

To be continued ..

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Ten

*Lethokuhle*

Lethokuhle got up from the chair as
he finished checking his e-mails and
took his phone from the table and
called his twin sister

Me: Hey lala how are you feeling-»
Her: Hey bro I’'m good. yourself-

Me: I’'M good too, look I’'m coming to
pick you up then we’ll go and check
on grams okay?



Her: oh ja eish thank you, a lot has
been happening in a short period of
time that | even forgot about her.

Me: yeah tell me about it..okay sharp
I'll see you in a few

Her: Okay.

| hung up and took my car keys and
walkeout...

At the Hospital...

Grams was finally awake, and she
was forcing the doctor to let her go
home because apparently she also
woke up perfectly fine just like her
grandchildren...

Dr Okoe: Well you seem perfectly
fine but still I’d like to know what
happened to you, do you remember
what happened before you were
brought in here»



Me: Doctor | appreciate your concern
but | have to rush to my
grandchildren | am really worried
about them (she said that as she
stood up from the bed). Oh and
doctor | know that probably a lot of
people might have seen the state |
was in when | was brought in but can
you please promise that you won’t
share my episode to any other
person?

Him: You don’t have to mention it, so
you do remember what happened-»

Me: Doctor like | said I.. (he
interrupted me)

Him: No | understand mam but please
promise that should you not feel
good anytime you will call me. And
also you need to come back again
tomorrow for a check up and we’ll
take it from there.

Me: | promise



The doctor let her go....

At block B main road next to Sbo
Tomas Funeral Palour..

A grey Polo VW without a number
plate driven in a high speed to such
an extent that it caused a distraction
to the other drivers on the road and
almost caused an accident, its door on
the backseat opened and a person
was pushed out of the car. The
bystanders screamed as the person
rolled and rolled on the road..

~Given Nkosi~

| have been trying to call Betty my
baby mama, | needed to take our son
back to her place and I still couldn’t
get hold of her, yes | was suppose to
take him back yesterday, |



ATTEMPTED TO DO THAT BUT AS
SOON AS | WE GOT NEARER TO HIS
MOTHER’S HOUSE, Pride started
acting up and we had to turn back. |
wonder what’s wrong with her
because | know she wouldn’t
delibarately go AWOL on me while
she knows that Pride is with me, my
baby mama wouldn’t just switch off
her phone.

Thinking of her brought back the
momeries we’ve had together..

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Eleven

*Thembelihle*

Yesterday | worked both the day
and nightshift, we were short staffed.
When | got home this morning | was



tired and sleepy as expected. | went
straight to my bed.

| found myself sitting under a tree
with that woman who always
appear on my dream. She was
looking down as if she did not want
me to see her face as most of the
time...

Her: Lihle my child you need to find
out who you really are before it’'s
too late. Things are getting out of
hand which wouldn’t be had you
already found out who you are, your
friend’s life hangs in the balance of
life and death.. ( she spoke calmly)...

Me: what do you mean? Wait which
frie... no |1 only have one friend and
that’'s Betty, what's happe..

| lost focus as | started seeing black
flowers falling from the tree...

Her phone started ringing and she
woke up breathing heavily as her



mind quickly recalled the dream she
just had.. she quickly picked it up and
answered

Her: Hello

Phindile: Hi Lee your friend Betty Just
got admitted she wa.. .

Me: oh my God what happened? I'm
on my way...

She quickly hung up. woke up and
took off her pyjamas.....

*The twins*

We went to the hospital and we
found that grams was discharged..

Khethokuhle: ayy | really do wonder
what’s happening to our family

Khetholenkosi: | don’t know but all |

know is that | really need a strong
drink...



Khethokuhle: here we go again, why
can’t you behave like a normal
young woman kandzi? You know
your peers are... (she rudely
interrupted him)

Khetholenkosi: eh eh eh! Here we go
again, what’'s with you and your
emotions? Now | see, since we are
twins destiny decided that since I'm a
girl fine, I’ll be the one to go through
mestruation and endure periods
pains and in return you’ll get the
mood swing and be emotional... (I
laughed)

Khethokuhle: you know what2let’s
go home and hopefully we’ll find her
there since her phone is off...

They both went out of the hospital
and walked to the parking lot...

To be continued..
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At the hospital....
Few minutes later...

Thembelihle got in to the hospital
running to the reception....

Me: Phindile which room is Betty in?
Her: Room 09, you need to..

She didn’t even wait for her to finish,
she quickly rushed to room o9. The
pecks of being a student doctor.at
least she doesn’t have to wait for a
doctor to update her.



She opened the room,Dr Shezi who
was busy checking up on Betty
turned her head to Lee’s direction
and looked at her with a frown...
Lihle froze as she looked at Betty on
the bed.she couldn’t believe her eyes,
Betty’s entire body was covered with
a bandage....she slowly got closer to
confirm if it's really her.she held her
hand.. even though her fingers were
also injured and covered in blood she
knew right there that it’'s indeed her
friend. She sank on the floor and
cried like a child. Dr Shezi got
emotional as she saw her beloved
colleague breaking down,she bent
down and comforted her while sister
Suzan continued cleaning Betty’s
injuries...

At Grams...



The twins arrived at their
grandmother’s house they packed the
car under the Mango tree and got
out.they went to the front door and
started knocking...

Khetholenkosi: koko!i(knock knock!)
As she gently hit the door and tried
opening but it was locked..

Khethokuhle: please tell me you have
the duplicate key.as he made a cute
face while looking at his twin..

Khetholenkosi: Do you know my R
Kelly favorite song? As she pouted at
looked at him as well...

Khethokuhle: argh man come on..

Khetholenkosi: ‘1 wish | wish | wish...’
as she continued singing.

Her twin sighed and and took out his
phone from his sweatpants pocked
and tried grams one more time with
no luck again...



Khetholenkosi: still out of reach again
ne? you know,what let’s go and visit
our favorite neighbor Momo next
door, plus it’s been a while since we
last saw her.

Khethokuhle: that’'s actually a good
idea, then we can also come back
again hopefully grams will be back
by then..

At Babe Khoza’s hut....

Immediately after grams was
discharged she got in her car and
made her way to babe Khoza’s
house.

(Inside the hut)... Anger was written
all over Gram’s face as she shouted
at him...

Her: |1 built your house, took your
ungrateful grandchildren to



universities, | pay their stupid bills
and you dare...

(She paused as his mirror on the wall
turned red)they both turned their
heads and attention to it, they saw
their worst nightmare splashing
before their eyes..

To be continued..
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At the hospital....

Lethokuhle had called Given to let
him know of what happened to his
son’s mother.

Lethokuhle was sitting outside Betty’s
room on the benches as she waited



for Given, she was looking down the
entire down probably thinking of
what could’ve happened to her friend
until a certain man stood in front of
her and greeted her...

Him: afternoon mam the receptionist
told me that you are the victim’s
sister, | am detective Mhlongo. | am
the one who'll be handling this case.

‘Trust Phindile to exaggerate’ that
was my thought as the detective
infroduced himself...

Me: well detective | really hope that
you’ll find who ever did this to my
fr... sister and do you know what
really happened to her?

Him: no not yet but we will do
everything within the state’s power
to ensure that your friend gets justice
but | need to see the doctor who's
attending your sister,| want every
test to be run on her.rape everything.



Me: oh my God, there’s a possibility
that she could’ve been ra.. oh God (as
she started crying and thinking of
what the detective just told her..)she
gathered a bit of strength and
answered, Oh Dr Shezi is the one
attending Betty, turn to your right.her
office is the first one on your right.

Him: okay thank you mam and I’'m
sorry for what happened to your
friend.be strong and I'll keep you
updated and lastly please do not
leave yet | need your contact details
and also to ask you a few questions
that could help to catch this monster,
he patted her on she shoulder and
left.

Right after the detective left Given
and Pride (Betty’s son) walked in,
immediately when the little one saw
his favorite aunty Thembelihle, he ran



towards her for a hug as she broke
down and cried terribly....

At Babe Khoza’s hut....

They both looked at the mirror on the
wall and saw Momo laughing and
chatting to the twins...

Grams started feeling uneasy as she
was consumed by too much anger

and shock

Her: Khoza do something you can’t
just sit and watch my doom

Him: you need to go back home and
cause a distraction we can’t let that
fool win, in the meantime I’'ll summon
Ikhezeruba and as for direction from
her.

Grams stood up and ran to her car
like a headless chicken...



At Momo’s

While Khethokuhle went to the
kitchen to get a glass of water she
saw a big drawing of the black rose
on the wall she paused for a second
and looked at it....

To be continued....
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At Momo’s house...

Momo wondered as to what was
taking Khetholenkosi to get back
with her glass of water from the
kitchen,she stood up and went to the
kitchen. As she approached the
kitchen she saw her looking closely at



the drawing on the wall ;she quickly
stopped walking and started at her
without her knowing...

After a couple of seconds she finally
spoke..

Momo: So this is what's taking you
long

Her: yohi(as she put her hand on her
chest terrified) you scared me Momo.

Momo barely made eye contact

Momo: you’ve been gone for too
long ntombi yam (my girl)

Khetholenkosi: Momo what’s the
story behind this drawing? What do
you know about it

Momo: yooo Khekhe I'll die of thirst
please give me my water..as she
avoided her question

Khetholenkosi could see that she was
deliberately avoiding her question
and barely made eye contact to her..



she left the drawing and went to pour
her a glass of water...

*Grams*

| got to my place and indeed that
good for nothing grandson of mine’s
car was indeed on my yard, | quickly
got out of my car with my handbag in
a rush and unlocked my door, | put
the keys on the table and quickly
took out my phone and tried
switching it but unfortunately it didn’t
switch on.damn it It must have ran
out of battery. | quickly put it on the
charger. | thought of ways that | can
use to get my so called grandchildren
back in here before they ruin my life,
one thing for sure is that | cannot just
go to Nokuthula’s(Momo’s) house or
else I'll burn for eternity, her house is
heavenly protected, | walked out of



my house hoping to see someone
who might help on the streets...

*Given*
Devastated was an understatement

compared to how he was feeling at
the moment...

He looked at her one more time and
broke down harder, at least their son
was outside with Thembelihle as they
both agreed that Pride shouldn’t see
his mother in such a condition for
trauma reasons. Somehow he felt like
it was his fault that Betty was in this
condition, he failed her, he failed his
son.....

~ Glued Broken Promises~
Insert fifteen



At the hospital...(few hours later)

Given never left Betty’s side, he was
sitting besides her side the whole
time, how he wished he could touch
her hand but unfortunately he
couldn’t because of the injuries she
had on her hands. His heart broke as
his mind flashed her beautiful smile.
While lost in his thoughts,Betty woke
up feeling disoriented, her head was
pounding as if her skull was about to
crack, she tried to speak but her
throat was too dry to utter a single
world..she felt excruciating pain as
she tried opening her eyes and
failed, tears streamed on the
bandage on her face, Given was
unaware that she had woken up until
she cleared her throat...he quickly
turned his head to her..

Him: babe you’re awake (his voice
was breaking)



Her: Given..(she breathed
heavily)..Pride, ukuphi Pride?(Where
is Pride).as she spoke between her
teeth..

Him: he’s fine.don’t worry about
him..let me call the doctor(the stood up
and ran to get the doctor)

Betty laid there as she remembered
how she was sexually violated, her
heart broke into million pieces as she
remembered the monsters taking
turns on her, she cried harder...

The Dr quickly walked back in with
Given..

Dr Shezi: (she was glad to see her
awake as she knew how special
Betty is to her colleague.Mam do you
know where you are»

Betty: Thembelihle, please call her for
me..(in a faint voice)



Dr Shezi: Mam | know that you have
been through a lot, we’ve already
called the police.. they are
investigating your case as we speak,
(she turned her attention to Given)
Given please excuse us | need to talk
to my patient.

(Before he could leave..)

Betty: Given please call Thembelihle
for me.

He looked at the Dr then exited the
room...

At Momo’s house...

They were seated in the sitting room
and having lunch together, there was
so much joy and laughter... it's as if
they were one big happy family..

Momo: Kuhle what happened to your
teeth my boy» As they all laughed..



Khethokuhle: (he laughed
embarrassed) ayy | knew that
question was coming, well | was
involved in a fight between my friend
and Ndofaya at Khuzos’s pap and
grill 2 days ago.

Khetholenkosi looked at him with
that ‘You such a guy liar’ look

Momo: if you say so.. (as she looked
at them with a smile)....but
Khetholenkosi you need to learn how
to control your powers or els.... (she
quickly realized that she shouldn’t
have said that)... they all remained
quiet for a second..

The twins looked at each other
puzzled..

~Glued Broken Promises~
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At the hospital..

Given remained outside Betty’s room
with his son while Thembelihle
walked back in the room,afraid of the
unknown... ‘what if this breaks her
even harder:Those were her thought
as she walked in the room...one
couldn’t tell as to whether Betty’s
eyes were closed or they were just

glued on the ceiling.Lihle got closer to
her bed.

Thembelihle: oh my love you scared
us.| was really worried about you but
I’'m very grateful to see you awake..
we’ll take care of the rest later,you’ll
heal and whoever did this to you will

pay.
Dr Shezi: please Lihle I'm giving you
five minutes, you know this is against

our work policy, she’s in no state to
be visited right now and..



Betty: They raped me (The whole
room went quiet)

Despite the injuries she had suffered,
both women went closer to her and
hugged her while Betty and Lihle
cried uncontrollably.Dr Shezi kept on
assuring them it's gonna be
okay.Betty will get through this and
those monsters will be caught..

Dr Shezi: | need to run some tests on
you.especially you know mmhh... the
police will need that one to
strengthen your case..

She weakly nodded as both Doctors
pushed her bed to another room....

At Gram’s house...

30 minutes ago she saw Jack passing
on the road and asked him to go to
Momo’s house and let her
grandchildren know that she’s back



but it seems like he didn’t do as
asked. She was sitting by her
Porsche...

Few minutes later the twins walked
on her yard..

Khetholenkosi: Grams:! (she called her
with a great smile and quickly ran
towards her.bent down to her level
and hugged her tightly)

Grams: my baby (as she forced a
smile and flinched in pain as Khetho
squeezed her tightly).

Khethokuhle: it’s nice seeing you
grams,we were really worried about.
We tried phoning you countless times.
(He sad down next to her as they
hugged and embraced each other
like the painted ‘good’ family they
are...

*Theodore*



Given has been gone for too long
now, | was at the salon when he
called me and told me about her evil
girlfriend’s accident. Mxm | hope she
doesn’t so that me, my man and our
son Pride finally get to live in
peace...(she took out her phone and
tried calling him for the last time) still
his phone couldn’t go through. She
flipped and started punching the
table as she started cursing Betty and
wishing death upon her...

To be continued
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One week later...



At the hospital..

Betty was still admitted in the
hospital as tests indeed proved that
she was raped and the x-ray showed
that her arm knee and leg was
swollen on the inside as well. She
also had suffered multiple injuries on
her face luckily none were
permanent, at least her best friend
and baby daddy have been
supporting her from day one.

Dr Shezi: you must really be lucky |
still can’t believe that none of your
body parts broke.Betty remained
quiet as if she didn’t hear a word she
said.

Dr Shezi: you know 1 still think that
you should go for therapy. you’ve
really been through a lot, please let
me arrange with our therapist she’ll
really help you.



Betty still remained quiet.she has
been like that since the day she told
them about the rape.

At the police station..

Detective felt really angry and
defeated because it's been a week
since Betty’s case was reported and
he has no lead in relation to Betty’s
case, he sighed in defeat as he
walked out of his office..

*Betty*

| had no strength to deal with any of
this,Given is the cause of everything
that | am going through.had he
brought back our son on time |
wouldn’t have tried to go to his place,
| was raped because of him, had he
not posted that stupid picture of our
son and girlfriend | wouldn’t have



decided to fetch my son, it’s all his
faultl was raped because of him... Il
never forgive him.

At Babe Khoza’s hut..

Grams and Khoza had arranged to
meet with Ikhezeruba their master, so
as to plead with him for guidance..

Them: Spirit of the great lkhezeruba
we humbly summon you to our mist,
we need your guidance, our greatest
nightmare might catch up with
us.please grace us with your presence
master. They kept on repeating those
words until dark smoke started
forming from the mirror on the

wall they stopped and bowed their
heads to their master.both dressed in

red and black.

lkhezeruba: Do not tremble my
children, for evil will not lose again.



Ikhezeruba:Remember that
Khetholenkosi’s power lies in her
hair, if we cut her hair then the
prophecy cannot manifest.

Grams: But master she is now a
grown young woman,it won’t be
easy for me to get her to cut her hair.

Ikhezeruba: oh child the smiled
revealing his vampire teeth), | will
cast a spell upon her to convince her
to do it. But be warned that this might
solve our problem for good or start a
war between the world of darkness
and the world of light.be prepared
and ready...

No edits.
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At Given’s house..

Things have been cold between Given
and Theodore since Betty has been
admitted at the hospital, Given has
become distant. He spends most of his
time at the hospital.

Theo was making Given’s breakfast
as he was preparing for work...

Her: Love.what would you like for
breakfast»

Him: I’'m not hungry.thank you.

Her: but babe you hardly eat these
days and you hardly have time for us
(she said with a sad face)..

Him: why are you so selfish huh» All
you care about is yourself,.everything
must be all about you-

Her: but love I’'m trying to help you
(she spoke with a low voice.it was
clear that she was hurt by his harsh
words).



Him: if you really want to help me
then you’ll be more understanding
and give me space, when was the last
time you went to your mother’s
house huh» They probably relocated
and you wouldn’t know because
you’re always here and | don’t
remember asking you to move in
woman,now | see.. | was wrong
when | told you that you’re welcome
in my house.the last time you had
your senses you told me that you
were looking for a job, how far are
you with that-

She was very hurt by what he just
said her eyes were filled with tears
but she couldn’t blink and give him
the satisfaction of seeing her tears so
she just stared at him and said
nothing.

Him: thought as much,When | come
back | want you gone love, | need



some space, | need to figure a few
things out on my own. He took his car
keys from the table and walked out..

She stood at the centre of the kitchen
trying to process what just
happened..

Theo: | am really hurt right now but
it’s okay he’s under a lot of stress.
Given loves me, he wouldn’t
deliberately hurt me, he promised
that we’ll be together forever and |
trust him.. it’s just stress talking. |
know for sure that Betty is the cause
of this, she wants my man back that’s
no secret.l really had hopes that
she’d die from that ‘accident’, if she
really thinks that I’ll leave my man
and all his riches then she thought
wrong. See Given is the COO of
Mncube Trucking. he also has his own
five star hotel and a few small
businesses on the side, he needs a



strong woman to keep him at the top
of his game and that woman is me..

Khetholenkosi

I was chilling at my flat when | had
somebody knocking on my door, |

walked to the door and opened to
my surprise it was Grams..

Me: sawubona grams (Hello grams) |
didn’t know you were coming. She
briefly hugged her and let her in.

Grams: you’re my granddaughter |
don’t have to ask to visit. She smilled.

Aah Khetho look at your hair, what’'s
going on here as she touched her hair

Khetho®she laughed). my hair has
always been like this grams.. you
know that.

Grams: No no you’re my only
granddaughter and | will not have



you looking like this. She spoke with
a concerned face). You need to cut it

baby.

Khetho: whoa(popping out her
beautiful angelic eyes) aren’t we
taking it over the top? I’'m not cutting
my hair grams and besides even if |
wanted to,you know what happened
the last time you cut my hair (grams
weakly nodded), | don’t want to go
through that pain again. Anyway let
me make my gorgeous gran a very
nice sandwich.

Grams: anyway how’s it going with
your internship?
They took their conversation to the

kitchen as Khetho started making the
sandwich...

Khethokuhle.



| am a Candidate Attorney at Mabuza
and Ngobeni Attorneys which is
located in Nelspruit. There was no
way that I’d go to work with my
missing teeth, so yesterday | had
made an appointment at Wensel
optometrists, | needed to get my teeth
fixed. | was still disturbed by how
weird Momo was when Khetho and |
visited her. | really do wonder what
she meant when she said that Khetho
must learn to control her powers, my
phone rang disturbing me from my
thoughts.. it was my Principal Mr
Mabuza

Him: Hello Khetho. how are you
holding up-

Me: I’'m good thank you sir, how are
you?

Him: I’'m good too.Listen | got your
emails and | hope you’ve sorted your
family emergency, remember when |



told you that once a year we do a
pro bono( free legal services) case to
any derseving member within
Nelspruit-

Khethokuhle: yes sir | do

Him: Good. there’s a criminal case
which has been reported, I'll be
handling it and | want you to work
on it as well as it’ll boost your
criminal law experience okay?

Khethokuhle: understood sir, | really
cannot wait because my passion lies
in criminal law than any other field.

They continued talking as he was also
waiting for the optometrist at the
dental clinic.

At Mncube Trucking..

| was standing by the window in my
office thinking about how cruel | was
to Theo this morning. God knows |



never meant to hurt her but the
honest truth is that my plan is to fix
things between me and my baby
mama, first | need to ask her to move
in to my place as soon as she’s
discharged so that | can take care of
her. Pride is currently staying with
Thembelihle, | am very comfortable
with that because she’s really good
with him plus | know that she and
Betty are more like sisters. (He took a
deep breath and walked to his chair
and sat down), | really need to break
up with Theo even if it means being
cruel to her I'll do it because | owe it
all to my son...

His assistant walked in his office
disturbing him from his thoughts...

At the hospital....

Betty called sister Suzan and
instructed her that they should not



allow Given to visit her as he is the
reason why she’s in here. Sorrow
was written all over Betty’s face and
after it had came to Suzan’s attention
that Betty was raped she started
feeling sorry for her, so she took it
upon herself to make sure that none
of the hospital stuff allows Given to
visit her.

At Momo’s house....

| was busy tyding up my bedroom
when Angel Niyah appeared in my
room, the room was too bright for my
eyes so | closed my eyes and sat
down..

Her: you can open your eyes
Othandiweyo .it's not that bright
anymore.

Me: | quickly opened my eyes and
looked at her. | was really surprised
to see her here, Angel Niyah is an



angel of restoration, she restores
what was broken and stolen by the
devil, her presence is full of
assurance, peace and love.

Her: My father instructed me to tell
you that the time has come but the
chosen one is not yet ready to accept
Him as her Messiah. She has
convinced herself that God doesn’t
exist, she blames God for her
parents’ accident. God wants to use
you to restore her, you need to fast
for two full days, you’ll break your
fasting on the third day, ask God to
give you strength and guidance so
that you can win her over, she needs
to see God’s love through you. Her
mother has been trying to be there
for her ever since she passed away
but she has run out of time, she needs
to cross over to the promised land
and God promised her mother that
by the time she crosses over



Khetholenkosi would have realised
her true self.

Me: as the heavens wishes,so it shall
be done.

She released her power of love,
peace as she slowly disappeared....

*Khetholenkosi*

Grams left 30 minutes ago and | was
left all by myself as usual, after the
talk we had about my hair | started
thinking about my mom. How
beautiful she was, she always styled
my hair.. thinking of this, she told me
to never ever cut my hair for my
strength lies in my hair. | remember
this other time when Grams came and
took me from my mother’s house
without her knowing. she took me to
her house and cut my hair she told
me that my hair won’t grow longer if
she doesn’t cut it, | was just a kid so |



let her. Later on she brought me back
to my mother’s house and for the first
time | saw my mother really angry at
Grams. A few days later | was sick,
my head was so itching and | had
some blackish sort of like powder
every morning when | woke up. |
really miss my mom, | appear as the
most strongest person who doesn’t
give sh*t about anybody but deep
down I still had my mom’s daughter
in me.... | remember the day when
we were told that our mom was no
more.as a kid it never really broke
me like it does now.

Tears streamed her eyes as she dosed
off to sleep...
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*Khetholenkosi*

| found myself sitting by an island, it
was so beautiful... there are angels
and human beings, they all had
wings the only difference between
them is that the angels are glowing,
there’salways light on their
foreheads and with human beings.
they have normal features except for
their eyes.. | looked around and | saw
a very handsome man, he was
dressed in a long white dress with a
touch of purple and gold. he had no
wing but could also fly, he made his
way to me and | had a closer look at
him. | saw myselfin his eyes, | could
feel His love and peace, | started
crying so much and he kneeled next
to me and hugged me so tightly until |
stopped crying...

His presence was filled with so much
peace, healing and Joy. His scent was



as fresh as the morning smell of
flowers, it was just out of our world.
He finally spoke

Him: Khetholenkosi,blessed is the
womb that carried you for you have
gained grace and favour from my
father.

Me:if | have gained favour from your
father then why did | lose my parents
when | was young? Where was
God’s favour when | cried every
night begging him to bring back my
mother> When I first had my periods
where was He? | was confused |
didn’t even know what | had to do to
stop bleeding? Where was His favour
when my | needed my mother the
most? | started hitting him on the
chest as | lost my strength and broke
down and cried terribly... He touched
my forehead and it started glowing |



felt so much peace.restoration, love
and safe

Him: Be healed in my name.may God
rebuild your faith,you are blessed.

Me: were you always seeing me from
the start>

Him: | knew you before you were
formed in your mother’s womb. |
chose you.that’'s why your namiis
Khetholenkosi which means that you
were chosen by God. Just like my
father promised you, the whole
heaven has your back all you have to
do is trust and Obey your God. | have
chosen a church for you.everything is
ready. You’ll be taught how to
manage the powers that my father
has given you, you are a
preacher.healer, prophetess...the time
has come for God to show His love
for His people including you through
you.



Me: But Jesus | do not want to be any
of that all | want is peace.

Him: Khetholenkosi you are what my
father says you are, this is your
destiny. Before you leave | want you
to see someone . He then took my
hand and led me to a very beautiful
garden which has beautiful flowers
and roses, flowers I’ve never seen
before except for that one I've
always seen in my dreams but this
one was white... | looked around
until | spotted my late mother... |
froze for a second.l couldn’t believe
my eyes..

*Theodore*

It was in the late afternoon and the
clouds changed., it was getting a bit
dark and the rain started pouring. |
was in the kitchen finishing up dinner
for my man, my mom told me that the



way to a man’s heart is through his
heart after all. | know for a fact that
Given loves me because he trusts me
to leave me alone in his house,
infroduced me to our beautiful son...
the list goes on and on all | have to
do now is remind him of the reasons
why he chose me over his baby
mama...

*Thembelihle*

Ever since Betty’s accident I’ve been
staying with my nephew Pride, |
really like having him around it’s like
he’s stopped all my nightmares
because it’s really peaceful in the
house and that woman hasn’t visited
me in my dreams. | am very happy
that Betty is physically recovering
well but I’'m very said that she has
not started with her therapy
sessions,she hasn’t said a word after



she told us about the rape.. nor has
she even asked about her son, I'm
starting to worry but I’'m sure as time
goes on she’ll be fine....

*Khetholenkosi*

Me: mama.. (I said with a shaky
voice)

Her: she looked at me and open her
arms, | could see that she was also

crying...
Me: No no no! I’'m not hugging you.
what if | hug you and you disappear,

| can’t have you disappearing on me |
can’t mama..

She came closer to me and hugged
me so tightly...we cried together.

Her: oh my child! I’'m so sorry my
baby. I'm so sorry | left you and your
brother when you still needed me,
I’'m sorry that you struggling placing



your pad on your pad the very first
time when you had your periods, I'm
so sorry that | wasn’t there to take
care of your hair anymore.. we both
broke down and cried and she
continued talking. Oh my baby look
at you, all grown and beautiful baby
| have a lot of things to tell you how |
wish we had enough time... | want
you to embrace who you are and
now that I’'m so proud if you.

Me: but mama you left me, I've
always felt alone... | ended being a
party animal because | couldn’t take
feeling the void that you left in my
heart everyday, you left me mama

Her: baby I never left you, remember
the black rose? That was me baby the
rose was black because you had so
much anger with you... from now on
you’ll be seeing white roses for God
has purified your heart....as she



continued talking Jesus came closer
fo us..

Him: my father has called you to
restore you and His people, | want
you to go back to the world and find
your guardian and remember.... DO
NOT LET ANYONE CUT YOUR

HAIR heavens will always be there to
guide and protect..

| woke up gasping for air as |
remembered my dream and
surprisingly | could still feel God’s
scent in my room...

One month later...

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Twenty

*Khetholenkosi*



A lot has happened in a period of one
month, I’ve accepted my calling and
I’'ve also made peace with my
parents’ passing. It turned out that
Momo is the guardian that God told
me about, I’'ve also met a few
angels...they are such beautiful and
amazing creatures. | spend most of
my time at the Church, God’s
Promises(name of the church) which is
also Momo’s church. Reverend
Mahlangu is meant to also help with
my journey, he has been teaching me
the bible and fasting. My hair has
grown too long.it’s so beautiful than
before... Reverend Mahlangu told me
that there’s a family member who
has always made it their mission to
try and destroy me from the day |
was born, he also told me that they
have been using witchcraft to destroy
me, | begged him countless times to
tell me who the person is but he just



won’t tell me... He says that all will
be revealed in due time. | hardly
spend time with my family anymore
because of my calling. I’ve only been
visited by my twin brother thrice
since | started my journey | really
miss grams because she doesn’t visit
me anymore....she’s always busy
with her business trips as usual but
it’s now worse than before.

| still continued with my internship at
Hlophe Phamarcy. I’ve come too far
to give up now and I’'m praying that
God gives me strength to manage
both my work and journey. I've
become a believer of Christ, | pray
more often.l fast at least 2 days in a
week, I’ve even lost weight a bit.. I'm
happy with my spiritual life,
accepting Christ as my Lord and
saviour is one of the best decisions
that I’ve ever made, | no longer get
nightmares or see black



roses...there’s just so much peace
even though am a bit overwhelmed
and scared, but Rev Mahlangu
always gives me a list of scriptures to
read and that’s where | find my
comfort...

*Grams*

Life has been very difficult for me
since my so called granddaughter
started with her rubish, | can’t even
‘visit’ her so that | can continue
brainwashing her because her place
is heavenly protected. I’d die if | ever
forced my way in there. | really need
to think of a brilliant plan on how |
can get close to her without being
personally involved...

*Khethokuhle*



Life has been fine for me, my work
keeps me busy, law is really an
amazing.eye opening and yet
challenging profession. | am
disappointed with the probono case
that | am currently working on, a lot
of things don’t make sense with that
case..its like those three monsters
vanished into thin air, the police have
no lead to any of the events of this
case.

| really miss spending some quality
time with my sis, at first | thought that
this ‘calling’ thing was some sort of
bullsh*t, | mean imagine Khetho as
some priest.(He laughed in disbelief)
but hey it means a lot to her, she also
told me about seeing mom and |
know her better than to joke like
that. | also haven’t seen Grams the
past few weeks but hey it’s not like |
miss her or anything... grams always
paid more attention to my twin than



me, she favoured her ever since we
were young so | trained my mind not
to care...

*Betty*

| have been discharged from the
hospital and | have been healing
slowly but surely I'll be fine in no
time, I’ve also started with my
therapy sessions and they are
helping a lot. Given has been a
playing a big part in my healing,
even though I tried pushing him
away he never stopped visiting |
guess that he must have probably
bribed one of the hospital staff
because he always managed to visit
me. Even though | spent two whole
weeks without talking to him but he
never stopped visiting or talking to
me. And yes I’ve found it in my heart
to stop blaming him for what



happened because it won’t change
anything, the police haven’t found
those monsters and as a result I've
decided to distance myself from the
case, Given is the one communicating
with the police, yes I’'ve moved back
with him and it's been peaceful just
like always... it’s just me him and our
son. | don’t really know what
happened to his ex girlfriend Theo,
they say that “ask no questions and
hear no lies” so | decided to trust
Given when he told me that he took
care of it....

*Thembelihle*

The past few weeks have been
terrible to me, the nightmares have
gotten worse. That woman who
always appear in my dreams has
started appearing even when I’'m not
asleep and | keep on finding black



roses in my bag. door, next to my
pillow..its just horrible I’'m even
scared to tell anyone because they’ll
think that I’'m crazy, | don’t want to
end up locked up in a mental
institution. | would normally talk to
Betty but | can’t, she’s already
dealing with a lot and | don’t want to
stress her..

*Grams*

She was on her way to babe Khoza’s
house so they could come up with a
plan to deal with Khetholenkosi. She
got in his house and packed her car
outside of his gate and got out of the
car and made her way to the door..

Grams was a very beautiful woman,
one would swear that she was on her
early 30s because of her perfect body
and choice of style. She was wearing
a long black dress. nude heels



revealing her perfectly done
manicure, she had a big black Afro
which she tied into a nice neat bun...

She made her way to the door as her
stilettos clicked on the pavement...

She didn’t even bother knocking she
just opened the door and made her
way in...

Her: (She was welcomed by a terrible
smell of smoke) aw Khoza you’re
burning herbs inside your house no
marn you’re really something else... (
she continued talking even though
she didn’t see him).. few seconds later
she started calling him..

Khoza! Khoza! | don’t pay you to sit
here and do nothing..

Khoza made his way in from the
back door...



Him: kodwa Lamabuza uvyofundza
nini kukokota?( But Lamabuza when
will you learn to knock?)

Her: |1 paid for this house so | don’t
have to knock, anyway that’s not the
reason why I’'m here. We need to
come up with a plan to deal with my
granddaughter once and for all.

Him: masewutsi once and for all usho
kutsi simyisa ekuluseni
kwemadada»( by ‘once and for all’
you mean that we should kill her?)

Me: hhaibo you’ve lost your mind all
we need to do is come up with a plan
that will stop her from defeating us.

Him: love...yes love, we will use love
against her

Me: you idiot my granddaughter
doesn’t have a boyfriend stupid

Him: relax and trust me....



Grams looked at him confused as he
had a stupid smirk on his face....

*Khetholenkosi*

| was left alone at church after we’ve
had our service, the last people to
leave was some couple and their
young baby... | started thinking
about my lonely life. I’ve never been
in love before, it's something that |
never really wanted to talk about, all
the relationships I've had before
were just fears of being alone at my
age, everybody dates so | wanted to
fit it., deep down | really wonder how
it feels like to be in love. It seems like
my new discovered life won’t help
either....| mean who’d want to date a
healer, somebody who sees and
hears things that normal human
beings don’t see or hear, which man
will ever accept such... the more |



keep on climbing this high mountain
the higher my life gets complicated....

*Theodore*

Given dumped me like a used toilet
paper, he promised me heaven and
earth only to break my heart. Deep
down | know that he loves me, he’s
just feeling sorry for that home
wrecker, but as his woman | have to
help him get out of that woman’s
grip.

She took her phone from the table
and dialled a number and it rang...

Me: come on pick up damm.. (he
picked up)

Me: Hey | need your help

Him: my skatie ngitsi ulahle ibhelas
yakho(l thought you lost your phone).
| haven’t heard from you in a while..



Me: Roger now’s not the time to play
games, look | need you to pick a kid
from creche for me.

Him: No no baby girl. | don’t hurt
babies uyacava( you know that) ..

Me: Roger we come a long way, you
have to help me, you’re not going to
harm the kid, you just have to take
him and bring him to me. | really
have to do this you now how cruel
life was on the streets | don’t want to
go back there.

Him: ayy fede mawuybeka njalo(
since you’re saying that) then send all
the details I’ll do it.

Me: thank you thank you!!: And V'l
make it worth your while. | quickly
hung up and sent him all the details.

*Given*



Given was in his office caught up in a
lot of work as his assistant Nomonde
walked in disturbing him...

Her: sir | just received a call from
Zwide our driver, he says that he’s
been involved in an accident and as a
result the stock that he had to deliver
to Zwane Retailers got damaged.

Me: Dammit. where is he now?
Her: At Tonga Police station.
Dammit | have to rush there..

He quickly took his car keys, phone
and rushed out...

On his his way out he remembered
that he has to fetch Pride from
creche...dammit

He quickly dialled his assistant ...

Given: Hey Monde please fetch my
son from creche, as you know about
Betty’s condition she can’t fetch him,
she’s not completely healed.



Her: alright sir let me go now I’ll let
you know when I’ve dropped him at
your house.

Given: thank you a lot bye.

Please like,comment and share to
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~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Twenty-one

At Siyakhula Pre-school......

It was in the late afternoon when
Mam Sibiya went to the kitchen to
make a snack for the two children
who were still waiting for the parents
to pick them up, just right after she
exited the kid’s classroom,



A man dressed in a pink jacket, pink
Cap.black boots and white pants
walked in and the two kids looked at
him...

It was easy for him to spot Pride since
he already has his pictures and
luckily the kids were just two, a boy
and a girl which made it very easy
for him to spot his target...

He walked closely to them and smiled

Him: Bashana bamayume
ninjan2(uncle’s niece and nephew
how are you-»)

He took two sweets from his pockets
and gave it to them

They smiled and gladly accepted

He then took out his phone and
clicked on Betty’s picture which Theo
sent him and showed it to Pride,



Him: Mshana mama said that | should
come and get you, she can’t
come...mommy is sick remember-

After Pride saw his mom’s picture he
quickly got up from the floor, got his
backpack and gave to his uncle, he
took it and picked Pride up and they
quickly walked out...

Just right after they walked out mam
Masango walked right back in with
the two snacks she noticed that Pride
wasn’t there anymore ...

Her: Kea where’s Pride~

Kea: He left his mayume (uncle)
picked him up, she said while
chewing her sweet..

Her: what uncle2okay where did you
get that sweet from,2l always tell
your parents to never give you
sweets because you get those from
us.



Cute Kea looked at her as she
continued chewing her nice sweet..

Nomonde walked in...
Her: Sanibonani mam how are you-
Mam: I’'m good how are you-»

Her: I'm good for sure you remember
me, | am Nomonde, Prides’s father’s
assistant, his father asked me to get
him.

She started started to panick...

Mam: but his uncle just picked him up
nje?

Monde: what uncle? What’s his
name-? I'll check with his father..

Mam: | don’t know, | was in the
kitchen making a snack for them and
when | got back he wasn’t here.

Monde: relax don’t panick, sir was
quiet in a hurry when he left and
maybe he might have called one of



his friends to come and get the child
let me call him..

She took out her phone from her
handbag and phoned him....his phone
rang unanswered and she hung up
and mam Sibiya quickly went to her
small office and got her phone and
dialled Betty while she walked back
to Nomonde, fortunately she picked

up..
Betty: Hello mam how are you-

Her: I’'m good too, makwa Pride
listen somebody came and picked
Pride up so | want to confirm if they
were sent by you-»

Betty: ini2 What's the person’s name?

Her: | don’t know, kea told me that
it’s Pride’s uncle.

Betty: look | don’t know who you
gave my son to, I’ll deal with you
later you better pray that | find my



son, Betty clicked her tongue and cut
the cadll.

They both looked at each other and
panicked....

Inside Roger’s car

Pride continued playing with the toy
that his ‘uncle’ gave him...

Pride: uncle my dad always brings
me K.AP.C. every time when he picks
me up. see (as he lifted his Spiderman
red T-shirt up) my stomach is getting
smaller, it wants meat.

Roger: (He laughed) oh so mshana
you’re not hungry it’s just your
stomach-?

Pride: yes, | don’t even like meat but
my stomach does look:!(as he lifted his
T-shirt up again) uncle 1 will be sick if
my stomach doesn’t get meat (he said
with a concerned look)..



Roger laughed harder as he made a
U-turn to Tonga mall KFC...

At Given’s house...

Betty tried calling Given with no luck
then she decided to call Thembelihle
and she was already on her way to
pick her up.

She sat on the bed and started
praying pleading with God to protect
her son and safely bring him back to
her.... Her motherly instincts assured
her that his son was really in
danger... She finished praying and a
car hooked outside, she slightly
shifted her curtain and looked
through her window and saw
Thembelihle’s car, she grabbed her
walking sticks and made her way
out....



At Tonga Police station....

*Given*

| have just finished talking to the
police and Erick Zwane, at least | am
friends with him.the CEO of Zwane
Retailers so it wasn’t much of a big
deal .we’ve managed to reach an
agreement and they let our driver go,

| am now approaching the parking
lot...

| got there and unlocked my car and
my phone started ringing as | got in...
| picked it up and answered

Me: Hello

Betty: Given I’ve been trying to get
hold of you what’s going on» Did you
send someone to pick Pride from
creche-

Me: yes | did, I’'m sorry | forgot to tell
you | was in a rush when | left the
office..



Her: you send your friends to pick my
son without telling me Given? How
could you scare me like that-

Him: calm down please, | only sent
my assistant as usual okay? Relax

babe.

Betty: oh my God! Given our son was
taken by a man not Monde (she
started crying)

Him: wait, what? Where are you
now?

Betty: I’'m on my way to the
preschool with Lee.

Him: okay I’'m coming from Tonga V'l
meet you there in a few minutes.

He quickly hung up and dialled his

assistant while the other hand
started the car...

At Theodore’s house.....



It was starting to get dark.. | quickly
finished up preparing my son’s bed..

My phone started ringing, quickly
picked it it was Roger...

Me: Rog..
Him: skatie.is it safe to come in?
Me: yes.

He hung up. few seconds later he
drove in...

| opened the door for them...

Pride got out of the car, | could see
that he was a bit confused, he’s never
been here before... | made my way
to him and his face lightened up as he
saw me, we met halfway and
hugged...

At Siyakhula Preschool....



Mam Sibiya was so scared as he kept
on explaining to Monde what really
happened...

Betty and Lee walked in, Betty was
limping all the way in...

Betty: mam please let’s not fight just
give me my son and | won’t report
you, nghike mntwanam ngyakcelar
please give me my child).. She
continued pleading with her and
mam Sibiya kept on telling her what
happened...

Kea’s parents also walked in to fetch
their daughter followed by Given ...

Kea’s mother: mam I’'m so sorry for
being so late but we’ll pay you for
overtime as usual. Kea quickly got
her school bag and ran to her mother
and hugged her legs tightly, it was
obvious that she was now a bit
shaken by this situation.



Given went and hugged his baby
mama..

Given: Babe don’t worry let’s find out
what really happened, we’ll find our
son..

He turned his head and looked at
mam Sibiya, mam what happened to
our son?

Mam Sibiya was shaking as she
started explaining what happened
earlier...

Given: let’s call the police, he took out
his phone from his pockets and
dialled Ndlala, the captain of Tonga
Police station as he shifted a bit from
them...

Kea’s mother: we should also take
Kea to the hospital, what if the sweet
was poisoned... Her husband agreed
with her and they walked out....



Betty: oh God the sweets, she cried
uncontrollably..

Despite her fresh wounds on her
knees, she kneeled down and started
praying like a mad woman as Lee
and mam Sibiya joined her...

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Twenty-two

At Tonga Police station...

Pride’s parents and his teacher were
gathered at the police station to open
a case of kidnapping where they
also gave their statements.

Detective Mhlongo: based on my
experience as a cop. | don’t thing that
Mrs Sibiya here had something to do
with your child’s kidnapping. Given
you’re a well known business man,
can you think of someone who you



might have severely stepped on their
feet and in return they might have
resorted to hurt you like this?

Given: (he thought of someone and
quickly dismissed the thought and
looked at the detective and
answered)

No. honestly | don’t know anyone
who might want to get to me by
hurting my son.

Detective M: Betty, can you think of
anyone who might want to get to
you through your son-

Betty shocked her head in defeat, she
was tired emotionally and physically.
Her body and mind were just not
ready for this..

Detective M: ( turned his attention to
Mam Sibiya) mam you mentioned
that there were two kids when Pride
disappeared right: . ( mam Sibiya
noded), how old is the other child



Mam Sibiya: it’'s a 5 years old girl.

Detective: so our only witness is a
minor who probably doesn’t even
remember what happened (he
sighed). where is the little girl>

Mam Sibiya: Her parents took her to
the hospital to have her checked just
in case the sweet was poisoned.

Detective M: okay thank you very
much for cooperating with us, 1 will
go to the hospital to see the little girl,
in the meantime please go home,
Given you may call your family
members and check if maybe any of
them especially your male family
members took your son without
telling you.and Mrs Sibiya please do
not leave town.

They all nodded..

Betty: please detective bring back my
child home, I’'m begging you, please
put my case on hold and focus on this



one..(she broke down and cried
terribly.Given hugged her and
assured her that they will find their
son)

Detective: mam I’ll do everything
within my power to find him. Please
let me go to the hospital 1 will
definitely keep you updated.

Given: Thank you detective.
They dll exited Detective’s office....

At Sunset Restaurant...

Grams was seated at the private
dining area with a very handsome
man, it seemed like they were having
a very elegant dinner...

Gram: | knew that | could count on
you, you have no idea how much
you’ve helped me, (she smilled
revealing her perfect white teeth).



Him: anytime, as long as the money is
good then I’'m in ( He took a bite of

the grilled Chicken and leaned back
on his chain).

Grams: straight to the point | see, (she
took her handbag from the table and
took out a red envelope). This is two
times of what we agreed on.(she
pushed the envelope closer to him)

Him: music to my ears! (His lips
formed a huge smile revealing his
dimples), it's always a pleasure doing
business with you.

They did a hand shake as they
continued eating while soft music
continued playing in the
background.....

At Theodore’s house...

It was 21:00 when Theo just finished
putting Pride to sleep. She couldn’t



stop thinking about the pain that
Betty was going through which was
of course to her satisfaction, she
wanted her to feel how it actually
feels when someone you dearly love
gets stolen from you just like that, she
then started thinking about Given
and how devastated he must be .....
She started feeling sorry for him but
then again she remembered that
she’s doing all this to save him from
Betty’s tight grip. he just wants him to
see that she has been a better mom
to Pride than Betty, she’s the perfect
woman for him not stupid Betty, she
already hates the fact that Betty is
Prettier than her, she has the perfect
body and she doesn’t...

*Thembelihle*

| didn’t go to the police station with
Betty and Given because | was



already late for my shift, I'll check up
on her later | really hope that they
find my nephew. | really wish that |
had a family of my own, growing up
without my biological parents wasn’t
easy. | was adopted when | was 4
years old. mam Kedibone who is the
founder of Sitanani Orphanage says
that one rainy evening somebody
knocked on the door of her office and
when she opened she found no one
else but a newborn baby girl
wrapped in a beautiful pink mini
blanket and that was me. My heart
breaks when | think of my biological
parents, wasn’t | precious to them to
such an extent they would just give
me away just like that, | really do
wonder if they think of me wherever
they are....

At the hospital....



Detective Mlongo walked in the
hospital room where Kea was kept in
for a check up and shock Kea’s
parents as he briefly greeted them
and introduced himself. Luckily Kea
was still awake and they agreed to
let him talk to her in their presence of
course since she’s a minor.

Detective M: Hello beautiful princess
my name is Sister Lolo and | am five
years old.

The parents looked at each other
clearly confused by what the
detective just said..

Kea giggled before she could
answer..

Kea: No you’re are not a sister but a
brother, she laughed revealing her s
missing teeth..

Detective M: and how do you know
that | am not a sister-



Kea: because you have a beard and
you don’t have breasts like mommy,
she laughed again as she pointed at
her mom’s breasts..

Detective M: okay you are right, but |
am still 5 years old.

She looked at him and laughed
harder...

Kea: No you are not, you are bigger
like dada (pointing at her dad).

Detective M: clever girl. high five! They
both raised their hands halfway and
did a high five...

The parents looked at each other
admiring the detective’s skills....

*Khetholenkosi*

Khetholenkosi... Khetholenkosi,
there’s no weapon formed against
you that shall prosper. Remember
who you are and trust that | am with



you no matter what. The voice
repeated the same words thrice until |
woke up gasping for air...

Dammit! | must have fallen asleep on
the couch while watching TV.

She got up from the couch and got
her phone as she dialled Momo’s
number....

At Given’s house...

They got back from the police station,
they were now seated in their
bedroom...

Betty: Given we have to do
something. our son is probably
hungry and feeling cold wherever he
is please help me bring back my son.

Given took his phone and dialled
Mavusana his childhood best friend
from Likazi, see Given was born and
raised in Likazi he only moved to



Nkomazi, Block B because of work,
he fell in love with the place because
of the violence that usually happens
in there, it reminded him of Likazi,
how brave and courageous the
members of block B community are,
this people do not mind to stone a
rapist to death, who ever steals from
them never gets to live to tell the tale,
this people don’t play....

His call went through and fortunately
Mavusana answered ,

Mavusana: Mfanaka kuhamban-

Given: Mfanaka kushubile (it's really
bad)

Mavusana: Kumashan dawg-»
(What’'s going on?)

Given: somebody kidnapped my kid
from the preschool.

Mavusana: hhee utsin? ( what did
you just say) look, let me let the gang



know, we’ll also contact the other
gang on that side, don’t worry too
much we’ll find him, are you
suspecting the Ndofias?

(Given looked at Betty and quickly
walked out of the room avoiding to
say things that she shouldn’t hear).

Betty sighed and thought about
where her son could be, how she
wished her grandmother was still
alive, she knew that she’d be here
praying to God and maybe God
would listen because God favoured
her grandmother... She practically
has no one, her siblings are out there
living their best lives and they don’t
give sh*t about her, her phone rang
as a it received a message...

She quickly got up from the bed and
checked it..

“Tell him to bring back what’s mine
and you’ll have him back”.



Her eyes pooped out as she limped
her way out of the bedroom calling
Given’s name...

~Glued Broken Promises~
Insert Twenty-three

The following day

%*

%*

At Theodore’s house...

Pride woke up at around six am, he
looked around at the unfamiliar
environment, you know that feeling
you get when you wake up at an
unfamiliar environment, trying to
remember how you got there? That
was Pride’s situation when he woke
up at Theo’s house. He started crying
while calling ‘mama’ ‘Mama’.....



Theo was already awake and
preparing for breakfast in the
kitchen.as soon as she heard his cries
she rushed to him...

Her: my nana, why are you crying?
She got to him and hugged him..

Him: | want mama and dad, take me
home (He started crying again)

Her: shush my baby don’t cry, | am
your mom just like | told and don’t
worry dad will be home soon okay-

His face lightened up at the thought
of seeing his father’s face, he then
stopped crying.

Pride: mom is it a weekend today-
Am | not going to school today»

Theo: No baby, schools have closed
nana okay?

Pride:No mam Sibiya said that school
will close after we’ve had our school



trip. | want to see the big lion (He
started tearing up again)

Theo: No no boy listen when daddy
gets here we’ll take you to the Zoo
okay? She said playing with his
chubby cheeks..

Him: I'll also see the elephant-

Her: yes.now let’s go to the kitchen
and eat. She carried him on her back
and walked to the kitchen...

She nicely put him on the chair and
gave him his cereal. She looked at
him as he started eating his cereal,
she wondered if what if the reason
Given chose Betty over her is because
of the fact that they have a son
together? She shifted het thoughts
from that as her mind started
recalling what she did yesterday, she
smilled and admired her bravery.
Yesterday she texted Betty with the
intention of confusing them just so she



could buy time to try and figure out a
calculated plan as to how she’ll get
rid of Betty for good....

At Detective Mhlongo’s house...

%*

%*

He was preparing his breakfast when
a call from his boss Captain Ndlala
came through...he picked his ringing
phone and answered...

Detective M: Captain

Captain: Morning Mhlongo, any new
updates on the kidnapping case?

Detective: nothing yet Captain other
than that I’'ve confirmed that Kea
Mthombeni, the little girl who
witnessed the whole thing is smart
enough to differentiate between a
man and a woman, this case is gonna
be challenging because honestly our



witness is a minor, not just a minor
but a 5 year old. We can’t entirely
trust and rely on her testimony.

Captain: you’re making valid points
Detective but did you question her»

Detective M: No sir | haven’t asked
her any questions in relation to the
case, | figured that she had already
been exposed to a lot yesterday so |
wanted her to rest a bit before | could
ask her such questions. | am planning
to pass by the Hospital before | come
to work.

Captain: Alright Mhlongo. | trust your
capabilities please do everything in
your power to find Given’s son, he’s
a very good friend of mine.

Detective M: Not to sound
disrespectful sir but | do not practice
Nepotism, | give my best to all my
cases. Will surely keep you updated.



He cut the call and continued with his
breakfast.....

At Tiger’s pap and gill...

Roger is a well known “business
man’, he owns multiple franchises,
tarvens, exclusive car washes, an
Airport and taxis. Behind closed
doors he’s a feared drug lord. the
gand leader of the Ndofias and all
it’s branches.

Tiger was reading a newspaper in his
office when an unfamiliar black car
stopped at the gate and started
shooting all over his pap and grill, at
least it was still early and customers
were not there yet, it was only him
and his stuff fortunately nobody got
injured it was clear that these people
were not here to kill. After triggering
a couple of shoots the car took off in
a very high speed. Tiger and his thugs



quickly went out to see who just
stepped on his territory...

Tiger: Piet | want to see the CCTV
footage in my office now, call danger
and tell him to come to my office
now, he dismissed them and walked
back to his office.....

At Given’s house...

Mavusana had arrived in the early
hours of the morning and they had
been sitting in Given’s study trying to
figure out who might have taken the
kid. Given has already told him about
the message that was sent to Betty
last night.

Given: dawg | am telling you. this has
the Ndofias written all over it,
remember that we almost sabotaged
him during the last heist-



Mavusana: No man,(He leaned back
on his chair as he took off his hat)
look dawg, this isn’t Tiger’s style,
when Tiger wants you he goes
directly after you. Tiger has kids all
over, he loves kids... ngeke
akhawathe inftwana ( He wouldn’t
hurt the kid) man no, think.

Given sighed feeling more defeated
than before..

Mavusana: Mfanaka don’t worry too
much about this we’ll find your son,
this situation is too personal to you,
you are not rational now... let me
handle this my way then we’ll take it
from there alright-

Given sighed and just nodded..

Given: Thank you very much
Mfanaka, | can’t keep on seeing my
Skatie hurt like this..

Mavusana stood up and poured
whiskey as they continued talking...



At the side parking lot of Mncube
Pharmacy...

Khetholenkosi was inside her car
doing touch ups on her neatly tied up
bun, she quickly got her coat and
opened her door without looking as
she bumbed a man with the door of
her car who was running lazily on the
parking side of the road closely to
her car....

Khetholenkosi: oh my God what have
| done?

She quickly dropped her coat on the
car seat and got out of her car
shaking and rushed to him,
fortunately he wasn’t injured just that
he tripped and fell, he only suffered
minor cuts on his knee and elbow.

Khetholenkosi: oh my God. I’'m so
sorry | wasn’t looking she spoke as



she held his head and checking for
any injuries...

To her surprise the man laughed as
he held his stomach....she paused and
looked at his perfect long bushy
eyebrows, perfect dimples and his
pink lips.... She quickly collected
herself and stood up

Khetholenkosi: why were you
jogging on the parking side of the
road anyway?

(He stopped laughing)

Him: aren’t you going to help me get
up at least» That’'s what normal
people would do.

She put both her hands on her slim

waist as he looked at Mr arrogant in
disbelief...

Him: oh | see what you expected
huh? You thought it would happen
like in the movies huh? You thought



after you had come to check up my
head I’d deeply stare in your eyes
then fall in love with you instantly
and then seal it all with a kiss? Nah
baby girl we’re not in the movies
here. Get your ass here and help me
geft up!

She chuckled in disbelief and
extended her hands to him and
helped him get up. he got up and
started limping to the passenger’s
seat of Khetho’s car...

Khetho rolled her eyes as she could
see that he was faking all these...

Khetholenkosi: hhay bo wenja: What
are you doing in my passenger’s
seat?

Him: you my darling miss are taking
me to the hospital, you just ran me
over with your car, | need to have my
bones checked | feel like they



cracked( he spoke as he opened the
passenger’s seat and got in).

Khetho stared at him in disbelief..

Khetholenkosi: and what if | don’t do
that, look I’'m sorry for what
happened but all these drama is not
necessary, you are not hurt.. | need to
go to work( as she pointed at the
Pharmacy).

Him: oh you are a Phamarcistt How
nice. Now get your pretty ass in here
and take me to the hospital before |
call the cops on you.

Khetholenkosi: wow okay that’s fine
okay alright... ( as she threw her
hands in the air and got in her car
and started the engine)...

At Kea’s home...

Detective Mhlongo went to the
hospital looking for Kea only to find



that she wasn’t admitted as she had
no signs of having consumed poison.
He then got their address from the
receptionist and drove to their house.
He was now sitting in the lounge with
Kea and her mom.

Detective Mhlongo: Thank you very
much maMthombeni for welcoming
me in your house.

Mrs Mthombeni: you’re welcome
detective.

Detective moved his attention from
her to Kea..

Detective: Good morning clever
princess how are you...

Kea smilled and answered..

Kea: I’'m good Sir how are you, as
she started playing with the feathers
of her pink gown...

Detective: Do you know Pride.



Kea: Pride always shares his juice
with me at the khershe (creche).

Detective: Do you know that Pride
was taken by him mom yesterday»

She laughed shaking her head

Kea: noooooo! It's a lie as she
laughed harder ...

Detective: yes that’s true she came
with a bus..

She laughed harder...

Kea: No no nooo000000, his uncle
fetched him.

Detective: His uncle you say. okay
what was he wearing-

Paused and thought carefully.

Kea: my favorite color, yes my
favorite color Pinky Pinky:!

Both the detective and her mother
looked at each other...



Kea’s mother: Her favorite color is
pink

The detective turned back his
attention to her..

Detective: princess, did you see
uncle’s car-

Kea turned her attention to his
mother..

Kea: mom am hungry, | want jengele
os (jungle oats)

Both adults looked at each other and
sighed....

At Theodore’s house...

Pride was watching TV in the lounge
and Theo was just sitting there and
lost in her thoughts, she was thinking
about moving Pride from her house
because if they suspect her then
chancesof catching her red handed
are very high she got up from the



couch and went to get her phone
from the bedroom...

*

*
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*Betty*

Betty was laying on her bed as she
decided that from now on she’ll fast
and continue praying day and night
until God brings back her son, she
won’t eat or go out unless if it’'s
about her son.



Her phone started ringing. she
quickly picked it up and checked the
caller ID and quickly answered..

Betty: Hello mam Sibiya, please tell
me they brought my son back( her
heart started racing)....

Mam Sibiya took a deep breath .....

Mam Sibiya: No. | was just checking if
you’ve heard anything from the cops.
I’'m sorry for raising your hope for
nothing.

Betty closed her eyes and swallowed
the big lump on her throat..

Betty: No it’s okay | understand( as
tears streamed down her cheecks),
we haven’t heard anything from the
police... I'm sorry for being so harsh
yesterday | know that you love Pride,
I’'ve known you for a very long time
please forgive me it’s just that I'm
going through a lot, | can barely even
breathe. | haven’t even gotten over



what happened to me a few weeks
back and now my son has been
kidnapped. it’s just a lot for me . | can
feel that I’'m slowly losing my mind
please forgive me.

Mam Sibiya: oh my God (her heart
broke when she heard Betty pouring
out her heart like that, as a parent
she also felt her pain),

Sisi | totally understand don’t worry
about me, let’s continue praying and
trust that the Lord will reveal where
our child is, be strong sisi. You and
your family are forever in our
prayers.

Betty could feel the sincerity in her
voice as

They continued talking....

At the hospital’s parking lot...



Khetholenkosi and ‘the injured man’
had just arrived in the hospital, anger
was written all over Khetho’s face
because it was pretty obvious that
she was being taken for a fool, mind
you she was already late for work
even before the minor accident
happened, she took off her seatbelt
and got off the car, the man remained
inside the car...

Khetho was now pissed beyond
measure..

Khetho: please get out so we can go
inside and consult.

He kept quiet and remained still, her
anger fueled up.she then went to the
passenger’s seat where he was

seated and opened the door for him.

Khetho: get the f*ck Out I’ve ran out
of patience for you.

Him: | think | feel better please take
me to my home.



She chuckled in disbelief and stared
at him..

Him: what2 | know okay( as he rolled
his eyes).it all happened so fast one
minute | felt like my bones were
cracking but now I’'m fine.

Khetho: | see you have time to play
games, please step out of my car I’'m
late for work and.. ( before she could
finish her sentence her phone started
ringing. she quickly bent over and
forced her upper body inside the care
where the man was seated, bumbing
his knees with her elbow on purpose
and took out her phone from her
handbag at the back seat of her car,
she quickly checked the caller ID and
saw that it was his supervisor and
quickly answered

Khetholenkosi: Morning sir

Supervisor: Khetholenkosi I’'ve
tolerated your nonsense for far too



long now if you want to last in this.. (
she didn’t even let him finish),

Khetholenkosi: | know sir and I’'m
sorry | had a minor accident but I’'m
already on my way there, I'll explain
everything when | get there.

She hung up and looked at him.
He was starting to feel sorry for her.

He got out of the car and looked at
her...

I’'m sorry for causing you too much
trouble, | can see that your boss isn’t
impress with you at the moment, the
unzipped his sweatpants pocket and
took out a business card), please call
me so we can arrange, I’d like to
apologise properly. (He took her
hand and placed it on her hand and
closed it) and walked out of the
parking lot.



She looked at him in disbelief as he
continued walking his way out of the
hospital premises.

She shock her head and got in her car
and put the card without checking it
and drove off...

At Roger’s house...

Roger packed his car in the garage as
he and Theo got out of the car, Pride
was asleep so Theo carried him and
they made their way into his house.

Roger was thinking about this whole
thing and realised that things have
gotten too far in a short period of
time, he realised right there what he
has gotten himself into. he looked at
poor pride as Theo laid him on the

tiny Sofa in his lounge and shook his
head..



Roger: Mtheowana what’s your plan
with this boy> He’s really a nice little
man, why would you take him from
his parents-

Theo looked at him and rolled her
eyes..

Theo: don’t you think it's a bit late to
ask me that»

Roger: you know what? Don’t even
answer vele I’'m sure | don’t want to
know. I'll be staying at my friend’s
place. He walked into his bedroom
and packed a few clothes....

At the police station.

Detective Mhlongo got back from
kea’s house and decided to pass by
sis Joyce office.

He stuck his head in her office...

Detective M: Sis Joyce please do call
Given Sibanyoni and ask for his son’s



pictures, do some flyers and also do
call Nkomazi FM and let them know
about this case we need all the help
we can get from the public let me
quickly update his file with the new
information then I'll come back to
you.

Sis Joyce: Alright Mhlongo I'll wait
for you then.

He then went to his office and got a
pen and a paper as he started
analysing Pride’s case..

*‘Detective*

A man who wears pink» Carries
sweets to bribe his target and
actually wins him over... ( he jotted
that down), okay so this man came
prepared for this crime, this means
that this was planned and his style of
dressing was to probably appear
appealing and harmless to kids,
almost all kids like pink... okay Kea



wasn’t frightened by this ‘uncle’ so
it’s either she’s seen the person
before or the person was too friendly
to the kids that they felt comfortable
and safe around him. He quickly got
the case file and added the new
information....

At the Pharmacy...

Khetholenkosi got to work and
fortunately her supervisor wasn’t
around so she felt relieved and made
her way to the dispensary where she
was working for this week. Even
though Mr arrogant got her in trouble
but she just couldn’t stop thinking
about him, his perfect well built body,
it was pretty obvious that he was a
regular at the gym, his arrogance is
what mostly turned her on about
him... She then remembered that she
didn’t even check his name on his



business card, she started wondering
what his name could probably be..

“Mmmbh ‘Sbusiso’ suits him, oh God
let me stop day dreaming and focus
on my work, plus still, chances of me
and Mr Arrogant being together are
null and void, I’'m not normal
anyway”

Sadness filled her heart as she
remembered the burden that lies on
her tiny shoulders...

She snapped out of her thoughts and
started with her work.

*Momo*

| could feel that the devil was at
work, | went to my room where |
pray and connect with my God in... |
started praying and asked God to
send his angels to come and reveal
what’s going on but to my surprise



nothing happened not even one
angel appeared... this was really a
first time that this has ever happened,
nonetheless | continued praying....

At Given’s house....

Given had spoken to his assistant in
the morning and instructed her to
cancel all his appointments for the
day. They were now seated by the
swimming pool catching up..

Given: Mfanaka I’'m sincerely sorry
that | didn’t visit you when you were
locked up in prison

Mavusana: Don’t worry about it, plus
you took care of my family and my
pregnant girlfriend when | was still
locked up. they didn’t lack anything..
fede God knows what would’ve
happened to them for the past six
months without me( he then took out
his pack of cigarettes and a lighter



from his packet, lit it up and started
smoking).

Given: | can’t believe that you’ve
been gone for too long. tell me how
was it this time around- (as he

chuckled shaking his head)

Mavusana laughed at his question
before answering..

Mavusana: hhay.... You know that
what happens in prison stays in
prison, enough about me. I’'m siill
surprised that you and Betty got back
together, | mean the last time we
spoke you told me that you guys had
broken up and you had moved on
with your life, khamben
Grootman(what happened big
brother?)

Given: Ja ne, that’s a really good
question what happened vele? He
laughed as he thought about Theo.



Given: you know | was so sure that
Theo was the one but hey I've
always loved Betty, my psychopath..

They both laughed as they both
remembered Betty’s unforgettable
stunt..

Mavusana: hhay | hear you bro, but
kuhambeni ngaTheo? ( what
happened with Theo) did she just
accept you dumping her like that, |
mean lothikini besenishaya maVat en
Sit saam nikipita layndlini ( this chick,
you were already staying with her)
and she just accepted the break up
just like that? Hhay man. ( clearly this
caught Mavusana’s attention as he
stopped smoking and listened
attentively to his answer).

Given: No man don’t put it like that |,
| didn’t really ask her to move in just
that she was constantly here plus |



had already given her the spare key,
come on she was my girlfriend.

Given: Grootman, Grootman mant
Ngyabacava bothikinini mine, for
sure lengane beseyidenka kutsi
nitobloma saam, nitrowe alles nje! (|
know women, For sure Theo was
thinking that you guys would
probably get married and stay
together). Now tell me if she was not
with, now tell me where was she at?

Given looked at him confused..

Given: eyy Mavusana! You and
English were never buddies man,
what do you mean bro utsini kimi-
(What are you saying to me»?)

Mavusana: ngitsi mine if
bekangablomi nawe full time,
bekablowa waar2 (1 am saying that
if she wasn’t staying with you full
time then where is her primary
residence?)



Given: hhoo she was staying at her
mother’s house.

Mavusana quickly got up and looked
at him..

Mavusana: you're still seated?

Let’s go and get your son, that
woman has your son. I’ve been
involved with a lot of women, | know
women. There’s no way she would
have just accepted the break up
without a fight, you sold her dreams
when you gave her your spare keys
and there’s no way she would just let
her dreams vanish into thin air like
that.

Given looked at him clearly shocked
by what his best friend just said...

Given: you’re making a lot of sense
but | don’t think Theo has the nerves
to do this, even if you were correct, |
don’t even know where she stays,
she told me that she wasn’t ready to



take me to her home and | was pretty
fine with it because | thought that she
might have been intimidated by my
lifestyle, it was pretty clear that she
doesn’t come from a rich family.

Mavusana looked at him in
disbelief...

Mavusana: hawu Given: Yati
nitofa(you’ll die Given)....you take
women for granted, you don’t know
those creatures, there’s God’s
creation then there’s women, lesson
number one in life; trust everybody
and everything but not women
Mfanakasi, okay that’s a lesson for
another day now phone her from my
phone, | have a tracking app let’s
hope that she answers.

Given got his phone from his pocket
and SMSed Theo’s number to
Mavusana and got his phone and
phoned Theo, he put the phone on



loudspeaker and it started ringing..
they both looked at each other as it
continued ringing unanswered...

One month later...
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Insert Twenty-five

*
*

%*

At Elangeni Lodge...

Khetholenkosi giggled as the love of
her life continued tickling her...



Khetholenkosi: Munchie please stop
or I'll pee on myself ..

She continued giggling..

He stopped and looked deeply in her
eyes..

Ingiphile: oh my love you have been
more than a blessing to me and
thank you so much for giving us a
chance, | love you so much...

Khetholenkosi: ncouh Munchie as she
blushed ...l love you more babe,
you’ve been a blessing to me too

babe.

He started kissing her all over her
beautiful face....

Ingiphile: let me go and get us a
bottle of wine and strawberries.



He kissed her one more time then
walked out of the room...

*Khetholenkosi*

Who would have thought that such
an arrogant guy could be this sweet
and good to me.

Well Ingiphile asked me out and |
decided to give him a chance and I've
prayed and asked God to bless us
and let us be together, | mean we’re
just in love and God is love after dll....
And | believe that God has finally let
me live my life based on my terms
because ever since | started dating
Ingiphile . | haven’t been getting any
of His heavenly visits, | guess he has
finally given the gift to somebody
who wants it.

| haven’t been to church since my
destiny cbanged, | just wish Momo
and Reverend could stop trying to



convince me to go back to my old life
because | won't. | really hope that
God reveals the new chosen one and
they’ll finally let me live my life in
peace...

At Given’s house...

Betty had kept her word when she
said that she will not eat or sleep until
God brings back her son and well she
hasn’t been eating unless Thembelihle
forces her to eat. She was always
locked up in her room and refused to
let Given share the same bedroom
with her anymore.

Things got more tense when she
learned that Theodore was the one
who took her son, she blamed Given
for everything that has ever
happened.



The police announced Pride’s case
and published his pictures to the
public, most of the public members
came forth and tried to help the
family find their missing son with no
luck, a couple also came forth to the
police and told them that they had
seen a man and a young boy who fits
almost the same description provided
by Kea at KFC on the same day when
Pride was kidnapped. The police
followed the CCTV footage from KFC
which confirmed that the couple’s
suspicion was indeed correct , they
then did their investigations and
found out that the kidnapper is a well
known thief called Roger Motaung
originally from Botswana. They
further got a tip about his
whereabouts and followed it with no
luck as well.

%*



Betty was locked up in her room
when somebody knocked on the
door, she knew who it was so she got
up from the bed and went to open for
her.

Thembelihle: bestie look, | understand
that you are going through a difficult
time, | know it’'s been hard but we
can’t worry about Pride’s health
wherever he is and also worry about
yours too because you refuse to eat
or even get out of this room. You
need to pull it together and be strong
sisi, for as long as they don’t find his
body somewhere then he’s still alive,
don’t you know that no news is also
good news->

| am going to the kitchen to make
you something to eat and you’re



going to take a shower and when |
come back | want to find you smelling
fresh and dressed decently.

She walked out and left her standing
there...

At Given’s office...

| have failed as a man, boyfriend and
worse as a father. | have an undying
duty to protect my son and keep him
out of harm’s way, yet instead |
brought harm oh his way. What does
that make me» | am a disgrace to all
father. My baby mama doesn’t even
talk to me anymore, she doesn’t even
want to share the same bedroom
with me anymore... She hates me and
| hate myself too.



| remember the day when Mavusana
and | went to Theo’s house and | saw
his backpack there, my heart
shattered right there because it was
was quite clear that we were late,
that psycho had already ran off with
my son to another place.we tried
tracking her and her phone led us to
another location which is Roger’s
place we went there as well and
unfortunately we didn’t find them .

Mavusana and his gang are guarding
Theo’s and Roger’s house 24,7 for just
in case if they decide to go there
again.

| guess it’s true when they say that
the hardest commitment in this world
is yourself because no matter how
bad you can be you can’t run away



from yourself, you can’t dump
yourself.

*Khethokuhle*

| have been caught up in a lot of
work as usually that | have ended up
neglecting my social life. My twin
found herself a boyfriend and has
forgotten all about me, don’t get me
wrong. there’s everything right about
her finding her true self and
happiness on the side however
there’s everything wrong with her
neglecting me in the process. | miss
her a lot, | mean she and | are one
but hey...

Whenever I call her she never picks
up and when she does she always
has to cut the call short.



At Gram’s house...

Grams was having lunch with babe
Khoza outside her house next to her
swimming pool...

It was a chilled afternoon as the wind
blew her loose dusty pink dress
revealing her caramel beautiful soft
thighs, khoza pretended as if he
wasn’t taken by the whole situation
as she quickly fixed her dress and
looked at him annoyed...

Grams: Khoza you can stop drooling
over me and instead celebrate with
me, we have won.

You know I really didn’t trust you
when you told me that you you have
a plan for our problem, but look at
how it turned out, our destiny has
changed.



She picked up her glass filled with
white wine,

Grams: To light’s downfall,

Khoza quickly raised his glass for a
cheers and they sipped on their wine.

Grams: now it’s time for us to move
to the last part of our brilliant plan...

Somewhere at Tonga...

An old man was walking and
carrying heavy shopping plastics
from Shoprite and Pep on the side of
the road and a taxi stopped in next
to him...

Taxi driver: Mkhulu please get in,
where are you going-»



Old man: 1 don’t have money to pay
for the ride grandson, as the old man
hardly maintained eye contact..

Taxi driver: I'll give you a lift mkhulu
don’t worry about money please get
in, where are you going-»

Mkhulu: at that corner, it’s just 5
minutes from here.

The taxi driver opened the door for
him and the old man loaded his

plastics and got in and they drove
off...

After 5 minutes the old man got off
from the taxi, took his plastics and
thanked the taxi driver as he walked
to his house and opened his gate and
got in.

He unlocked the door and got in.



Roger put the plastics on the
floor.took off the fake white beard
and the old ugly hat.

Roger: Mtheowana I’'m back.

He then took off the baggy jacket he
was wearing and called her name
again and still there was no response.

He carefully walked to the bedroom,
the door was open so he slowly
made his way in and noticed that
Theo and the boy weren’t there
anymore... his brown small eyes
wondered around until it landed on
the note which was written with a
faint ink

... He quickly took it and read it....

“1 was listening to Nkomazi FM when
| heard a member of this community
calling Dj Rampsey and told him that



they’ve seen us in this house so |
decided to run away with Pride |
can’t tell you where we going for just
in case if this note ends up in the
wrong hands.

Please run for your life and thank
you for having my back.

XOXO0.”

He quickly threw the note and took
off his big boots and got his takkies
and put them on,

Before he could even finish typing up
his shoe laces there was a knock on
the door...

He remained still and quiet...

Voice: open the door it’s the police.



He didn’t answer.

Police: | am going to count to three
and if you don’t open I’'m coming in...

Roger remained quiet

Police: One, two....

%
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At the police station...

Earlier on the police arrested Roger
for the kidnapping of Pride
Sibanyoni...

Inside the interrogation room...

Detective Mhlongo was waiting for
Constable Simelane to bring the
accused in for questioning.

Few minutes later Constable walked
in with the accused, he helped him sit
down as the accused’s hands were

cuffed...

Detective: Thank you Constable.

Constable then went and stood by the
door while detective Mhlongo



loosened his tie while staring at
Roger.

Detective pressed the Record button
of the recorder and put it on the
table.

Detective: Roger you have been
charged with the kidnapping of Pride
Sibanyoni, now let’s not waste each
other’s time by going forth and back.
all 1 need is a confession from you,
just confess and the state will be
merciful towards you, you’ll get a
plea bargain.

Roger looked at him as he was trying
to think of a good answer without
incriminating himself...

Roger: me and kidnapping? | don’t
know what you’re talking about...



Detective: okay | see you want to
take the high way. Look Roger, your
criminal record is ridiculous and how
you got through the South African
boarders is quite interesting...

His statement got Roger’s attention...

Detective: Look Roger, just tell me
where the child and your accomplice
are then we’ll take it from there.

Roger: Accomplice? | don’t know
what you’re talking about.

Detective: okay let me rephrase,
where is Theodore Mashele and Pride
Sibanyoni-?

Detective: | don’t know who those
people are constable.
Detective: it’'s Detective not Constable.

The detective stood up and took off
his brown leather jacket and hung it
on the chair.. He then looked deeply



in Roger’s eyes as if he were staring
deep in his soul and that made him
very uncomfortable as he struggled
making eye contact with the
Detective.

Detective: | see you want to play the
‘l don’t know anything’ card..

The detective banged the table and
that frightened Roger a bit..

Roger looked at him and said
nothing...

Detective: it's amazing how you claim
not to know Theodore Mashele when
your fingerprints were found all over
her house.

Roger’s eyes almost popped out...

Detective: you didn’t see that coming
did you-

The detective looked at Constable
Simelane...



Detective: Constable please take the
accused back to custody.take him to
cell number eight to be specific, I'm
sure by the time he sees me again

he’ll be glad.
Constable did as told...

Detective: oh Constable as soon as
the other cops get back from the
crime scene, tell them to see me ASAP
| need to know if there’s anything
useful they may have found that'll
help us bring the boy home.

Constable agreen then walked out
with Roger...

At Given’s house....

Given and Mavusana were sitting in
Given’s study when Mavusana’s
phone rang, he picked his phone and
walked out.



Betty walked in..

Given looked at her surprised to see
her looking fresh and dressed
decently...

He kept quiet clearly not knowing
what to say to her, he got up from the
chair and moved closely to where she
was standing...

They both looked at each other then
Betty did the unexpected and went to
him and threw herself at him for a
hug...

She welcomed her and hugged her
tightly as he rubbed her back while
Betty Sobbed on his chest, he
continued hugging her and said
nothing....



Mavusana quickly walked in and
paused, clearly surprised to see them
together..

He cleared his throat..

Mavusana: I’'m sorry to interrupt but |
just received a call from my guy from
the police station, the police just
arrested Roger but he refuses to tell
them where Pride is.

The two quickly let go of each other...

Given: Mavee please organise with
your people, we need to get Roger
out of Custody and take him to the
warehouse, | need to torture the truth
out of him because | know he won't
confess to the police.



Before Mavusana could answer...

Betty: No no we are not going to that:
| don’t want you to kill him before he
tells me where my son is, Given
please take me to the Police station |
need to plead with him, I'm begging
you.

It was as if Given did not hear any
word she just said, as he quickly
walked to his safe and punched the
pin and got his gun..

Betty went on her knees and crawled
towards him..

Betty: Pride’s father please don’t do
this, we have a good chance of
getting our son back, please don’t
ruin it...give me the gun and let’'s go



to the police station and try to reason
with him. | am begging you please.

He looked at her and saw the
desperation in her eyes and slowly
gave her the gun. She thanked him
and got up and gave the gun to
Mavusana.

Betty: Mavusana please take us to
the police station.

He nodded..

Betty took Given’s hand as they dll
went out.....

*Grams*

At around spm Granny was laying on
her bed as she was thinking about
the last part of her plan, she got up
and picked her phone from the bed
and phoned HIM...



The call went through as she smilled...

HE picked up...

Her: oh Hi son how are you~ Listen
it’s high time we escalated the plan.

Him: ouch.. so soon, | am really
enjoying my task... you’re such a joy
killer.

Her: oh dear son don’t worry, listen |

need you to do IT tonight so tell me,
how are you going to do IT»

Him: don’t worry about that, consider
it done.

Grams: okay expect your payment
before midnight. | take good care of
people who lookout for me.

She cut the call and grabbed her
black silk gown and walked to her
secref room....



At the hospital....

Thembelihle was working a nightshift
this weekend. She was busy checking
a certain woman who's suffering
from diabetes...

Thembelihle: it's nothing major ma,
you just need to rest sufficiently and
continue talking your meds then
you’ll be fine.

Woman: Thank you my child, she then
extended her hand to hers for a
handshake, immediately when their
hands touched the woman’s body
shock as if she’s being struck by
lightning or electricity....

Thembelihle noticed and quickly let
go of her hand and touched her
forehead...

Lihle: ma are you okay-



The woman slowly opened her eyes
and looked at her but couldn’t see
everything clearly as her vision was a
bit blurry...

She gathered strength and finally
spoke...

Woman: ever since | got her | could
feel your presence weighing me
down, please give me your hand

child..

Lihle was stunned by what the
woman just said, nonetheless she
gave her her hand...

The woman held her hand and stared
deeply in Lihle’s eyes...

Woman: oh my God this cannot be!!

Her eyes pooped out as Lihle looked
at her confused by this whole
situation...



Lihle: ma what cannot be>

Woman quickly pulled herself
together clearly avoiding her
question...

Woman: why don’t you allow
yourself to pray?

Thembelihle looked at her not
knowing how to answer her..

Lihle: I.. mmhh.. what are you talking
about?

Woman: deep down in your heart,
you believe in prayer, whenever you
go through something you heart tells
you to pray but you always disobey
your heart’s wishes, why-

Thembelihle got her hand from her...

Lihle: mmmh ma | think we are done
here I'll call Sister Susan to come and
give you your meds..



Lihle walked out of the room and
almost bumped onto the door......

Somewhere around Tonga...

It was starting to rain when Theo
realised that she had to find a place
to sleep before the rain got too much,
she was carrying Pride on her back,
she stopped walking and looked
around, her eyes wondered around
and landed on a house which looked
either abandoned or was being
renovated..

Pride: mama I’'m feeling cold and
hungry please take me to my mom...

He started crying..

Theo: Pride keep quiet, I’'m trying to
think..



Pride started crying...

Theo: shhhh! Pride if you continue
crying like this I’ll get you off my
back and you’ll walk by yourself,
nxa! I’'m trying to think keep quiet
man.

Pride quickly kept quiet and held his
tears...

At Elangeni Lodge.....

Khetholenkosi was in their rented
bedroom taking off her clothes and
she took the white towel and
wrapped her body....

Lihle: babe I’'m going to take a
shower ne?



She said to Ingiphile who was half
asleep on the bed

Ingiphile: mmhh... Enjoy babe ( he
said with a sleepy voice).

Lihle took the toiletry bag and
headed to the shower....

Ingiphile quickly got up from “his
sleep’ and took his phone from his
pillow and typed a text..

“1+'s done”’

He sent it and put back his phone
under the pillow and went back to his
sleep...
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At the police station.....

Given, Betty and Mavusana had
arrived at the police station, they
went to Detective Mhlongo’s office
and asked him to see the accused, at
first he refused but then he ended up
agreeing only on one condition that
he’ll only allow the mother of the
child to see the accused. The detective
took Betty to the interrogation room



and left her there and went to fetch
the accused from the holding cells.

Inside the interrogation room..

Betty closed her eyes and started
praying while he waited for Roger...

Betty: dear God it’'s me again, please
Lord convince the accused to tell me
where my son is, please Lord I’'m
begging you. Please protect my son
wherever he is Amen.

She sat there in the dark and
impatiently waited for them, the
room was too dark, only the small

light on the wall next to the table
shined.



Few minutes later Detective Mhlongo
walked in with Roger still cuffed...

Roger looked at Betty and recognised
her as he has seen her before on the
pictures sent by Theo on the day he
kidnapped Pride, he stopped and
looked at her then at the detective...

It was pretty clear that he knew who
she was. The Detective pushed Roger
to the Chair and he sat down and
looked down avoiding eye contact
with her. The Detective then went and
stood by the door.

Betty: Please look at me..

Roger gathered the little courage he
had and looked at her.

Betty: | don’t know if you’ve noticed
that the rain is heavily raining outside
or not but it’s really cold, there’s



thunder and lighting.... She shook her
head as she could feel tears building
up and her voice starting to break...

Betty: My son suffers from
Pneumonia and Asthma ( tears
streamed down her eyes). it gets
worse on days like this. | don’t know
how my son features in whatever
deal you have with Theodore, but
please tell me where my sonis I'm
begging you, | will withdraw the
charges against you if you tell me
where he is, I’'m begging you please
tell me.

She couldn’t hold it in anymore, she
let out a loud cry that tore deep
within both the Detective’s and
Roger’s heart.

Betty: Look at me, | wasn’t like this,
look at the eyebags beneath my



eyes, you see them- (as she touched
her eyes) | haven’t been sleeping.
look at me (as she stood up) | was a
size 36 but look at me now.... Please
brother spare me from this misery
and and tell me where you kept my
son.

By the time she finished Roger was in
tears as she looked at Betty broken
like that, he couldn’t help but
remember how his mother use to
break like Betty whenever his father
physically attacked her..

Roger: Theo doesn’t have anyone
helping her either than me and now
that I’'m in here she doesn’t have
anyone else on the outside helping
her, keep on looking around Tonga
she won’t go too far because she



doesn’t have money. I'm so sorry for
all the pain | caused you.

Roger stood up and walked out as
the detective followed him.....

The following morning...
At Elangeni Lodge.

Ingiphile yawned as he looked at
Khetholenkosi laying next to him
sound asleep, he started thinking
about what could probably be the
reason that Beaty (Grams) would
want her granddaughters hair out of
the picture so badly, he has been with
Khetholenkosi for a month now and
he has noticed how much she loves
her big curly Afro, it was so precious
to her.. He started regretting as he
looked at she shower cap that she
had on...



Khetholenkosi stretched her arms and
yawned as she opened her eyes and
looked at him...

Khetho: it's rude to stare you know
that babe mus-»

Ingiphile: Good morning to you too
my love, he kissed her forehead.

She blushed..

Khetho: Good morning to you babe,
isn’t it a beautiful Sunday-

She got up from the bed, grabbed her
gown and went to open the window
and looked outside the window...

Khetho: seems like it rained heavily
yesterday, there’s too much mud.

Ingiphile: really babe? | must have
been dead asleep babe because |
didn’t hear anything, what’s with that
shower cap babe because you



usually put a doek on when you
sleep?

Khetho: oh you just reminded me
babe. yesterday when | was
showering | put my shampoo and
decided not to wash it immediately
because | want it to thoroughly wash
my hair. Let me quickly wash it off
then we’ll go and get breakfast.

She left the window open and
headed to the bathroom..

Ingiphile: okay babe..

Ingiphile waited anxiously as he
started imagining her reaction...

Inside the bathroom...

Khetholenkosi was washing her hair
as she could feel that her hair was
breaking in bundles... She stopped
and looked at the bathtub, she froze



at the sight of her hair inside the
bathtub.. She quickly rushed to the
bathroom mirror..

Khetho:

At the church...

Momo and the Reverend decided to
come in early and pray together
before the Sunday service could start.
They had just finished praying and
they were now seated on the church
benches....

Momo: you know Rev, | really do
pray that God keeps Khetholenkosi
safe wherever she is, she’s now
weak in spirit which makes her very
vulnerable to evil.



Rev: Don’t worry too much about it
rather let’s trust in God. for his will
shall always be done when we just
have to believe so. You know | have
realised how quiet God has been to
Khetho'’s situation but | choose not to
tremble or despair for | know that
whenever God is quiet, it means that
He’s at work, He is preparing for
something bigger that’ll blow your
mind away. Look at me, I’'m now
preaching.

Momo chuckled a bit.

Momo: you are right Reverend, let’s
continue to trust His ways, for greater
is He that is in us than the one who's
in the world.

They continued talking as some of the
worshipping team members walked
in....

At the abandoned house...



Theo woke up feeling cold, there was
no furniture inside the house so they
had no choice but to sleep on the cold
tiles..

She got up and looked at Pride who
rather seemed to be sleeping
peacefully, she decided to let him be
as she got up and started moving
around as she was thinking about her
next move.

*Theo*

It wasn’t meant to happen like this,
after | had taken Pride to my house..
Given was suppose to realise how
lonely his life would be without his
two favorite people, Betty was
suppose to die from depression and
the loss of her son then the three of
us would be a happy family. Oh God
| wonder weather Roger got my note



in time oh God please help me, (tears
filled her eyes as she realised how
far this has gotten).

Oh calm down Theo. you did this for
the three of you, life is so unfair on
everyone, you didn’t ask to lose your
parents at a very young age, you
didn’t ask for you uncle to abuse you
when you were still young. you also
didn’t ask for your best friend and ex
boyfriend to betray you the way they
did... we all get hurt in life one way
or another so snap out of it and think.

She quickly stopped feeling guilty
and looked at Pride who was still
asleep. she decided to wake him up.

She kneeled next him and called his
name and there was no response, she
started shaking him...

Her: Pride vuka:( wake up!)



Pride didn’t wake up or move....

No no no this cannot be, pride you
were fine when we went to sleep.

Pride please don’t do this to mama
wake up!

She quickly checked his pulse and
there was.....

*
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A few houses away from the
abandoned house....

Kedi was in her kitchen when her dog
ran in to her and started barking...

Kedi: Teddy stop being dramatic
please...

She continued chopping her veges
and the dog continued barking, she
stopped chopping and looked at at it,
the dog then came closer to her and
grabbed her long dress using it’'s
teeth and led her outside....

Kedi followed it confused, it then
stopped dragging her seeing that she
was following it. Kedi followed it as it
led her to the abandoned house. She
and the dog got it. Kedi looked
around confused while the dog went



to the other room where Pride was in,
it started barking then She quickly
rushed to the room where the dog
was in....

Kedi: Maweeeh! She put her hand
covering her mouth as she saw a kid
sleeping on the floor, her heart
started racing...

She quickly attended to the child and
the dog went outside and started
barking at the people passing on the
streets they all couldn’t help but
notice that something was definitely
going on as they also heard Kedi
screaming for help. so they all went in
to see what’s going on.

While on the inside Kedi tried waking
Pride up...



Kedi: my boy wake up!!! (She tried
opening his eyes, shaking him but
nothing happened).

One of the guys from the streets
quickly rushed to help Ked.i.

Guy: Sesi Kedi please move..

Kedi moved giving him space, the
man kneeled next to Pride and
checked his pulse...

Guy: it’s faint but it’s still here, he
quickly took out his phone from his
jean pockets and called the
ambulance....

At Elangeni Lodge....



Ingiphile rushed to the bathroom to
see what was happening as soon as
he heard Khetho’s scream...

Ingiphile: Babe what's wrong?

He looked at the bathtub and saw
Khetho’s hair all over it, he then
looked at her and saw more falling
out. His mouth dropped on the floor
as she walked closer to her and
touched her hair...

Khetho started crying...

Khetho: No no no!! This cannot be,
she quickly got the towel and dried
her wet face and walked closer to the
mirror nd looked at her hair..

Ingiphile: yo yo yo!! What happened
to your hair babe-



Khetholenkosi turned and looked at
him, before she could answer she
saw red roses inside the bathtub!

Khetho: No not again 1111 Pleasenwait
it waitii What's happening? She
blinked again and all she saw was
darkness...

Khetho: Ingiphile please help me why
is it suddenly so dark in here»

Ingiphile: suddenly dark> Babe are
you okay?

Khetho: Its dark Ingiphile, | can’t see
anything, it's all dark in here.

She attempted walking and she
tripped and fell...

Ingiphile got really scared. he was
confused because this is all so sudden
and new to him, he looked at her not
knowing what to do...



Khetho: Ingiphile please help me:n |
can’t see please me!

She remained on the floor crying and
blinking.....

At Momo’s house......

| was in my room preparing to go to
the hospital to see that young lady |
had an encounter with when | went
there for my last check up when |
saw a dark shadow moving around,
no...this is not good this is definitely
not good, | quickly unplugged my
iron and started calling upon the
blood of Jesus Christ.....

At the police station....



Detective Mhlongo and Betty were on
their way from the interrogation
room to Detective’s office when one
of the police officers rushed to them...

Police officer: Detective we just
received a call from a certain
Kedibone Mahashi from Tonga. she
says that she’s found a boy in some
abandoned house around and
they’ve rushed him to the hospital, |
strongly suspect that it might be the
boy whom you working on his case.
Betty did not even wait for the
Detective to respond she quickly ran
to the Detective’s office to get Given...

Detective Mhlongo: Thank you
Constable he quickly went to his
office to get his car keys.....



At Khethokuhle’s flat...

Khethokuhle was in his bathroom
trimming his beard when he heard his
phone ringing from the lounge, he
quickly threw his razor inside the
toilet bin, washed his hands and went
to get his phone...

He looked at his phone and his twin’s
picture splashed on the screen, he
raised his eyebrow clearly
surprised...He picked it up.

Him: to what do | owe to receive her
majesty’s call>

Caller: Hello. quickly come to Elangeni
lodge. your twin needs help.she’s
coughing out water..

Khethokuhle panicked...



Khethokuhle: what's the room
number: I’'m on my way, what
happened and who are you-

The caller cut the call...

Khethokuhle quickly rushed to his
room and put on his sweatpants,
hoodie . grabbed his car keys and ran
out forgetting to lock his door....

At the hospital...

*Thembelihle*

| was on duty when | saw a strange
man rushing to the hospital reception,
I quickly rushed to him.....

Him: Please help him, he’s not
breathing...

| got closer and looked at the boy...
Lihle: oh my God it’s pride..



Please follow be as we both ran to
the emergency room.

Lihle: Phindile please call Dr Shezi
and tell her we have an
emergency(she shouted in panic as
they ran to the emergency room).

At Gram’shouse....

Ingiphile parked his car outside
Gram’s gate....he got out and quickly
rushed to her front door, luckily her
gate wasn’t locked. He got in and
knocked on the door....

Few seconds later, Grams opened the
door, Ingiphile looked at her from toe
to head, suddenly he forgot about
Khetho’s situation...



Grams looked at him and her eyes
widened...

Her: you are not suppose to be here,
what are you doing here, what if
someone sees you here»

He looked at her speechless...

Grams was wearing a short black
seethrough night dress, which
revealed her thick thighs and fresh
caramel skin...

He moved his eyes to her nipples
which stood out of her chest...

Grams: stop drooling over me boy
and step in, she quickly grabbed him
and they got inside the house.



Grams: are you going to tell me what
brings you here or what-

He cleared his throat and finally
spoke...

Him: | did put whatever you gave me
in her shampoo and you can consider
Khetho bald, but something
unexplainable happened... She
started saying things which do not
make sense, minutes later after she
realised what was happening to her
she said that she couldn’t see
anymore.

Gram’s eyes shined in excitement...

Her: are you sure that her her really
fell off-

Him: yes, it got too much for my liking
so | called his twin over then left...



Her: Good boy, oh my poor
granddaughter but ah it’s fine his
twin will take care if it since | can’t go
to her aid, it’ll raise suspicions...

Him: But MaBee if | may ask, why did
you destroy her hair like that, what
did she do to you-

She looked at him, then she stood up
and went to sit on his lap...

She looked at him in the eyes...

Grams: that’s none of your concern,
your job is done here, now say
goodbye to mommy before you
leave..

She brought her face closer to his
and started kissing his jawline......

At the hospital....



Mavusana, Given, Betty and the
Detective just got in and rushed to the
reception.....

%*

%*

While Betty was talking to the
receptionist, Mavusana received a
call from one of his guys, he excused
himself from them and stood a bit far
from them.....

Mavusana: Talk to me.

Guy: we just found a lady running
around Tonga, we believe that she’s
Given’s ex girlfriend Theodore
Mashele. What should we do with her
boss-

Mavusana: Great job, take her to the
warehouse and wait for my
instruction.

Guy: As you wish boss.



Mavusana ended his call and went to
the others, immediately when he got
to them

Thembelihle came out of the
emergency room shaking her head
she ran towards Betty and hugged
her tightly....

*
*
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At the hospital.....



It was an emotional scene to witness
when both parents had to see their
dead son, maybe it’s true when they
day that it’s better to accept an old
person’s death that that of a child.

Given and Betty were in Pride’s
hospital room....

Betty could feel her knees slowly
failing her, she was halfway to
Pride’s bed, clearly not prepared to
face her worst nightmare, Given held
her hand and they walked to his bed.

There he laid looking so peacefully,
one would swear that he was
sleeping. Betty broke down as he
looked at him, she held his small
hands shaking her head in disbelief,
her son she hasn’t seen over a month,
waited days and night for his return,
only to return dead. how painful...



Betty: My boy. my Pride ( in a faint
voice), please wake up....don’t do this
to mom. ( she broke down and cried
terribly).

Given looked at his son and broke
down as well, “ | should have been
there to protect you, | failed you son”,
those were his thoughts as he looked
at him.

They both broke down hugging each
other as both the Detective and
Thembelihle walked in, the Detective
looked at the Pride’s parents...

Detective: I’'m so sorry for your loss,
and I’'m sorry to ask that you let me
do my job. | need the doctors to do an
Autopsy on the body. we need to



gather evidence as how he died, we
will also open the charges of
abdu