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PROLOGUE

AtTheHospital

Theresaplacedhersmallhandonherfather's

ashelookedatherwithtearsinhiseyes.

Heranhisknucklesonhercheekandwipeda

lonetearthatfelldownhercheek.

Theresaletoutasadsmilewiththeoxygen

tubeconnectedtohernose.

Anursewalkedinsidetheroom withhertray.

Nurse:MorningTessa.

Theresa:Morning.



Withherusualpreppyvoiceandthekindnurse

smiled.Theydidn'tknowhowlongtheywere

goingtokeepherhereinthepediatricward.

RaTheresa:Stillnothing?

Nurse:Thereisstillnothing,fornowthe

machineswillsustainher.

HesighedandheldTessa'shands,rubbingitin

acalm motion,soothingherfeelingsandhis

unawares.

Theresa'smotherwalkedinholdingthe

toddler'shand.AtfirsttheydidtheIVFfora

babytobeamatchsothatTessacanlivebut

slowlytheygrewattachedtothebabyandtheu

couldtellTessaadoredherlittlesistersothey

couldn'tjustkillanotherchildtosaveanother,

theirmoralsalsowouldn'tallowthattohappen



LittleTialetgoofhermother'shandandhalf

rantoTessa'sbedside.

Tia:Tessa..

Tessagiggledasshetriedtositupright.

Theresa:HeyTia.Mom howisthedog?

MaTheresa:Itlivesoutsidenow(laughing)

TessapoutedwhileTiatriedtoclimbthebed

andsitnexttohersister.

MaTheresa:Howareyoufeelingtoday?

Theresa:Mom I'm tired.

MaTheresa:Weallare.Youareonthelistand

hopefullyIhopeamiraclehappens.

Theresa:Ihopesotoo..

Thenursedidtheusualroutine,italways

touchedherhearttoseehowsupportive



Tessa'sfamilywas.Theywerealwaysherefor

herandshewasjustatenyearoldsuffering

from aheartdiseaseshehadnocontrolover

butshealwaysmanagedtosmileregardlessof

howhopelesshersituationwas.

Nurse:I'm done,Ididn'tmakeyou

uncomfortableright?

Theresa:Younevermakemeuncomfortable.I

didn'tevenfeelathing!

RaTessachuckledasthenursesaidher

goodbyesandwalkedoutoftheroom.

Theresa:Somommywhatarewedoingformy

11thbirthday?

Sheaskedinnocentlylookingatbothofher

parents.Shewasn'tsureshewasgoingtohold

tillshewaselevenbutitwasworthatry.She



alwaysprayedbeforesleepingandinthe

morningsoshewassureGodwillgrantheran

extrayear.Thechildren'sBiblealwayssaidthat

Jesusloveschildren..

Shegrinned.

Theresa:Moooom!

MaTheresa:Don'tworryaboutit.

Tessafelttheunderlyingfearinhervoiceand

herfatherwassilent.Shedidn'twantthem to

worry.TiajusttouchedTessa'scheeksand

Tessaheldherhands.

Theresa:BathongTia!

Andjustlikethattheirnormalroutinehad

started.Inandoutofthehospitaleveryday.



MeanwhileDrReginahwasmakingherrounds

andshecheckedthetime.

DrReginah:Flip!

Herpinkstilettosclickedalongthehalltoher

officeasshepickedherbagandcarkeys.She

didn'thavetodothisbuttheylivedinthesame

neighborhoodandshewassurehebunked

school.

Sheshookherhead,suchaproblem child.Even

hismotherwasatherwitsendandtobelieve

shemovedin3monthsago.

Somewherealongtheroad



HaydenreleasedthesmokeintheairasJustin

Bieber'sLonelyblastedinhisheadphones.He

checkedthetime,hewassurehewasgoingto

acethattest.Ornot.

Hetookanotherdeeppuffandkeptonwalking

lettingthemusichitplaceshenormallydidn't

acknowledgeexistedasthesmokeescaped

throughhisnostrils.

Whatifyouhaditall

Butnobodytocall

Maybethenyou'dknowme

CauseI'vehadeverything

Butnobody'slistening

Butthat'ssofuckinlonely



I'm solonely

Withhisheaddownandhandsdeepinthe

pocketshewalkednexttotheroad.

Acarstoppedbytheroadandhelookedup,

pausinghismusicandtakingtheheadphones

offlettingthem hangaroundhisneck.

Reginahrolleddownherwindows.

Reginah:Getin.

Hayden:Prettydoctor..

Hehadadeepvoiceforaboyhisage.

Reginah:Akereyou'reheadinghome?

Hechuckledandthrewthestubontheground

crushingitwiththesoleofhisschoolshoe.



Reginahshookherhead.Shestilldidn't

understandthiskid.

Reginah:Hopin...

Hayden:I'm notgoinghome..

Reginah:Whosaidanythingaboutgoinghome?

Heshruggedandmadehiswaytothecar.The

strongsmellofweedhitReginahrightinthe

faceasHaydengotinsidethecar.

Shejustcouldn'tunderstandwhyhewas

destroyinghisfuturelikethis.Heliterallyhad

everythingotherkidsdreamedofandhewas

wastingit.

Hayden:Don'task.

Sheraisedherhandsinsurrender.

Reginah:Ineversaidanything..

Hayden:Justnothome..



Reginah:WaitsewantlwaelaHayden..

Heleanedbackandbithislowerlipand

removedhishoodie.

Hayden:Youofferedprettydoctor.

Reginah:Ihaveaname..

Hayden:WhichIdon'tlikeusing.Don'ttellmy

motherorelseshe'llbeonmycase.

Reginah:Shecares.

HetskedandReginahjoinedthemainroad.She

rolleddownthewindowstoletthefreshair

insidethecar,thesmellofweedwas

suffocatingher.

Regianh:You'retryingtokillyourselfwiththis

muchweed?

Hayden:Wantmetorollyouabluntsugar?



Reginahdidn'twanttosmilebutshedidand

Haydenlookedoutthewindow.

Reginah:Youstillhaven'tdecidedonwhatyou'll

doafteryourIGCSEexams?

Hayden:Iliveinthenow..

Reginah:You'reoneofakind..

Hayden:Iknowbuttercup.

Hesmirkedasshetriedtohideherblush.He

likedhereventhoughshewasolder,whenhave

stereotypesstoppedhim before?

Reginah:StopitHayden..

Hayden:Stopwhat?Keepyoureyesontheroad,

don'tkillusnotthatIwouldn'tmindgoingto

hellwithyou..

Reginah:Me?Hell?Never.

Hayden:We'reallsinnerssugar,keeptelling



yourselfthat.

Reginah:WhateveryoubelieveinHayden..

Shesilentlydrovearound,sheadjustedthe

mirrorwhilestealinglooksatHaydenwhose

mindwasaloof.Helookedlikehewasfighting

innerdemonsandmaybethatdrewhertohim.

Haydenlickedhislipsandglancedtohisside

catchingReginahoffguard.

Reginah:I'm likeasistertoyou..

Hayden:Doyouwantmetohitonyoupretty

doctor?CauseI'm game..

Reginah:What?Stopit!

HaydenguffawedinturnmakingReginahsmile.

Hayden:Ilikeyoualot.



Reginah:Asasister.

Haydenraisedhiseyebrow.

Hayden:Youlikemedon'tyou?

Reginah:FotshekHayden...

Hayden:Calm downlittlemiss..

Reginah:I'm olderthanyoukana..

Hayden:Whosaidanythingaboutage?(laughing)

Reginahshookherheadyetagainasshefinally

stoppedthecarandparkedatanisolatedarea.

HaydensteppedoutofthecarleavingReginah

inthecar.Hestartedrollingabluntbeforehe

searchedhisgreyslacksforalighter.

Reginahsilentlywatchedhim smokeandshe

hadmorequestionsthananswers.Shedidn't



understandwhoHaydenSmithwasbutshewas

yettofindout.
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Attheisolatedlocation

Haydenpuffedonelasttimebeforethrwoing

thebluntonthegravelroadandsteppingonit.



Heletoutanaughtysmilewhenhenoticedthat

Reginahwaslookingathim.Shelikedhim too,

hecouldtell.

Hayden:I'm donesmoking..

Reginah:You'lldieyoung..

Hayden:Istilldon'thaveaproblem withthat...

Reginahsighed.Hegavezerofucksabout

everythingandstillshewonderedwhat

happenedforhim tobethatway.

Shesteppedoutofthecarandmadeherwayto

him.Haydenquietlyobservedher,lookingather

longlegsinthattightpencilskirtandthosepink

heels.Shehadbeautifullegsandifhecouldhit

itonlyonceortwicemaybethricehewouldbe

satisfied.

Reginahblushedunderhisscrupulousgazeand



hechuckledtohimself.Shewasbeautiful,he

hadtoadmitthat.

Reginahstoodnexttohim ashebalanced

himselfwiththecarbonnet.

Reginah:Canyoudrive?

Hayden:Yesprettylady.

Reginah:Stopit..

Hayden:Ididn'tdoanythingsugar...

Reginahtuckedherhairbehindherear

exposingherdoubleearpiercing.Hayden

noticedthepiercingandfrownedbeforesmiling.

Hayden:Yougrewsomeballs..

Shehithischest.

Reginah:WantlwaelaHaydenwaitse..

Hayden:What'snext?Anipplepiercing?Iwould



lovetoseethat..

Reginah:Mxm..youshouldbestudyingforyour

examsrightnow.

Hayden:Arewestilltalkingaboutme?

Reginah:Whenareyouevergoingtobeserious?

Hechuckledandstuffedhishandsinhishoodie

pockets.

Hayden:ThedayIbelieveJesusisgoingto

comeforhispeople.

Reginah:Thatwillbetheend..

Hayden:Can'tbelieveyoubelieveinthatbutyet

againwebelievehellexistssowhynotbelieve

inheaven?

Reginah:True.

Hayden:Butwhatif..whatifsoulsdon'tactually

gotoeitherbutwondertheearth?



Reginah:Neverlookedatitthatwaybecauseit's

eitherheavenorhell..

Hayden:Stillwaitingforonepersontoprove

thatneitherexistsandyoucanlivehoweveryou

wantwithoutfeelingguiltythatthiswilltakemy

soultothedevilorto"God"

Reginah:Notveryreligiousareyou?

Hayden:Nope.

Reginah:Yourmotherhasherhandsfull..

Hayden:Doyouhavefamily?

Reginah:Iwouldn'texactlysaythat,Iwasraised

bymygrandmotherwhoislate.

Hayden:Mycondolences.

Reginah:It'sfine,I'm okay.

Hayden:Icantellfrom yourtonethatyouloved

her.

Reginah:Don'tyouloveyourmother?



Hayden:Let'snottalkaboutme.We'retalking

aboutyouhere.

Reginah:Whydoyoualwayshavetoshiftthe

focus?

Hayden:Whyareyoudenyingyourfeelingsfor

me?

Reginah:Whatfeelings?(innocently)

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Westillhavetime..

Reginah:Timeforwhat?

Hayden:Idon'thavetospellitoutforyou,as

youalwayssay"omotonamogonna"(you're

olderthanme)

Reginahrolledhereyes.Hissarcasm.

Hayden:Areyourollingyoureyesatme?

Reginah:Thischild...



Haydenlaughed.

Hayden:Okay.Okay.(Raisinghishandsin

surrender)doyouprettylady.

Reginahlookeddownforafewminutesbefore

liftingherheadtofindHaydenstilllookingat

her.Sheknewthatlookandasmuchasshe

hadtriedtomakeboundarieshedidn'tcare.

Reginah:Ngng...Hayden...

Hayden:You'rebeautifulyouknowthat.

Reginah:Hayden!

Hayden:Justsaying.

Reginah:I'm supposedtobelikeasistertoyou.

Anoldersisterasamatteroffact.

Hayden:Areyoutryingtoconvincemeor

yourselfbecauseI'm definitelynotcovinced.

Reginah:thisiswrongonsomanylevels.



Hayden:Ah.Yousee...

Reginah:Whatareyouplayingat?

Hayden:Nothingprettydoctor...

Heslidhisphoneoutandcheckedthetime.He

stillhadmorethanfivehourstogo.Heputit

back.

Hayden:So?

Reginah:SonothingHayden.Youshouldbeat

schoolstudyingforyourexams.You'renoteven

done..

HaydenshruggedandlookedatReginah

smirking.

Hayden:Anywayit'syourchoice.

Reginahsuckedinadeepbreathandlookedat

him.



Reginah:Ithinkweshouldgo,Ineedtorest

beforemylatenightshift.

Hayden:Suredoc...

Hemovedawayfrom thecarbuthepaused.

Hayden:Borrowmeyourcarkeys.

Reginah:You'renotdrivingmycar.

Hayden:TrustmeIwon'tcauseanaccident.

Shereluctantlytookouthercarkeysandgave

them tohim.

Reginah:Becareful...it'smyfirstcar.

Hayden:Gotit.

Heunlockedthecarandopenedthedoorfor

her.



Hayden:Afteryoubuttercup..

Reginah:Thanks.

Hewalkedtothedriver'sseatandgotinside.

Hefixedtherearviewmirrorbeforestartingthe

car...

Reginah:Wait...

Heturnedtolookather.

Reginah:You'rehigh,youjustsmokedweed.

Hayden:I'm nothighatleastnotyet...

Hetookouthiscellphoneandconnecteditto

thecarwifi.

Reginahrolledhereyeswithasmile.Thiswas

wrongonsomanylevels,sheshuthereyes

tryingnottothinkaboutit.



HaydenjustplayedPopSmoke'sElementashe

buckledupandjoinedthemainroad.

AtTheHospital

ThenursewalkedinsideTessa'sroom.Tessa

lookedupassheclosedherNancyDrewnovel.

Tessa:Anothercheck?

Sheaskedwithasunnysmilethatmadethe

nursesmile.

Nurse:Yes.

Tessa:Okay.

Sheopenedthebookandresumedherreading.

Shepausedandlookedatthenurse.

Tessa:CanIaskaquestion?



Nurse:Ofcourse.

Tessa:Howdoesitfeeltohaveanewheart?

Nurse:Iwasn'texpectingthatquestion.

Tessajustsmiledplacingherhandsonherlap.

Nurse:Therearenotalotofhearttransplants

thatgoonbutsomepeoplesaydifferent.

Tessa:oh!Isthelistforthehearttransplants

thatlong?

Nurse:Youknowalotofthingsforagirlyour

age.

Tessa:Ijustobserveandlistenattentivelythat's

all.

Nurse:You'reasmartyounggirl.Whatdoyou

wanttobewhenyougrowup?

Tessa:Iwanttobeawriter..

Sheplacedherfingeronherchin.



Tessa:IfthatfailswhichI'm sureitwon'tthough

Iwanttobea...uh..whatisitagain?Uhm I'll

thinkofsomething.

Nurse:I'm sureyouwill(laughing)I'm done.

Tessa:Thankyou.

Nurse:Welocme.Doyouwantfood?

Tessa:Yesplease!

Ontheroad

HaydenstoleaglanceatReginahbeforehe

swervedthecar.Shehadhereyesclosed.He

hadalotoftimeonhishandstoo.

Reginahopenedhereyeswhenshecouldfeel

thatthecarwasnolongermoving.Hertongue

dartedouttomoistenherslightlydrylips.



SheturnedtolookatHayden.

Reginah:Wherearewe?

Hayden:Idon'tknow..

Shecockedaneyebrow.

Reginah:Youknow.Bringthekeys,nnakegosia

gonehaotlaipona.(I'm leavingyouhere,you'll

seewhattodo)

Hayden:You'reangry?

Reginah:IneedtorestIhavealatenightshift

mothokewena..

Hayden:AndIhaveamathexam tomorrow.

Reginahrolledhereyea.

Reginah:Asifyoucareaboutyouexams.

Hayden:Youarerightthough,Idon'tcare.



Reginah:Sostartthecarorbringthecarkeys.

Haydenjustputthecarkeysinhishoodie

pockets.

Reginahsighed.

Reginah:Whataretotryingtodomr?

Haydenshruggedasheremovedhisseatbelt.

Reginahlookedathim andhewasso

nonchalant.

30minutesofsilencepassedandReginah

sighed.SheturnedtolookatHayden.

Reginah:Whatevergameyou'replayingit'snot

funny.

Hayden:I'm nottheonetoplaygames

buttercup..

Sheranherhandthroughherhairandlookedat



Hayden.Shedidn'tevenknowwheretheywere

becauseshedidn'tknowFrancistownthatwell,

sheliterallymovedherethreemonthsagoand

hasknownHaydenfortwosincetheywere

neighbours.

Shelickedherlipsagainandleanedback.She

openedherbagandtookoutherlipglosstoat

leastaddmoisturetoherlips,thelickingwas

justdryingthem outmore.

Haydensilentlywatchedherandhowherlips

lookedmuchmorefuller.

Hayden:Letmetrysomething.

Reginah:What?

Heturnedtoherandheldherchin.

Reginah:Ngng...

Shesaidlookingintohiseyes.Somehowshe



couldreadhim beforehesealedthatandshe

justsawwhathewantedhertosee.

Hebroughthismouthtoherandkissedher

softlywithhisalmostpinkishlips.

Reginahtriedtobreakthekiss,regardlessof

howgooditwasbutheheusedhisotherhand

toholdthebackofherneckdeepeningthekiss.

.

.

*

*
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Attheisolatedarea

ThekissgotmoreintenseasHaydenusedhis

otherhandtounbuttonherblouse.Thatwas

whenitclickedtoReginah.Shebrokethekiss

andmovedawayfrom him.

Shelickedherkissswollenlipslookingathim

ashelookedather.Haydenwinkedandshe

smiledandtouchedherlipwwithherfingers.

Reginah:Weshouldn't.Thisiswrong.

Hayden:Isit?

Reginah:Itis.Onsomanylevels.

Hayden:Noit'snot.Youlikeme,Ilikeyouoram

Iwrongprettylady?

Reginah'smouthdropped.Hewassocasual

aboutit.



Reginah:You'reateenagerHayden...

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:So?DocImaybealotofthingsbut

immatureisnotoneofthem.

Reginah:No.No.You'renotconvincingmetodo

this..

Hayden:Dowhatnow?(chuckling)You'regoing

tobemiserableifyoukeepdenyingyour

feelings.Whosaidwehavetolabelthis?

Reginah:Uhngng.Thisiswrong.I'm sixyears

olderthanyou,you'rejust18...

Haydenshrugged.

Hayden:Andwhatarethose?

Reginah:Wh-whatdoyoumean?

Hayden:Youjustgavemenumbers.Nothingbut

numbers..

Reginah:Theymatter.



Hayden:Notheydon't...

Reginahsighedlookingdownbeforerunning

herhandsthroughherhair.

Hayden:Societalexpectationsarestillgoingto

makealotofyoumiserable.

Reginah:Whatwillyourmom say?Whatwillpe-

peoplesay?OhGod!

Hayden:You'relivingforyourselfandnotthe

people.Leavemom outofthis..

Reginah:Shewillbedisappointed.ToherI'm like

supposedtobelikeasister...

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:You'vebeenhidingthefeelingspretty

ladybutIsawrightthroughyou.

Heslidhisphoneoutandhandedittoher.

Hayden:Yourdigits...



Reginah:Wapekawaitse?

Hayden:IknowwhatIwantandIwantyou...

Reginahpunchefinhernumberandgavehim

backhisphone.Thisfeltwrongandright.She

wasperplexedaboutthis.Hewasyoung,how

wasitgoingtowork?

Haydensawthewheelsturninginherheadas

hesavedhernumber.

ReginahsighedagainandlookedatHayden.

Reginah:Whatwi-

Hayden:Thinkaboutit.

Reginah:Ithoughtyouwereajerk...

Hayden:Istillam.

Reginah:Whatdoyouseeinme?I'm olderthan



youandyo-you'reju-

Hayden:Justateen?Iwillsurpriseyoudoc...

Reginah:I'llthinkaboutit..

Haydentookoutthecarkeysandstartedthe

car.

Reginahsighedandleanedback.

AtTheOffice

MsSmithlookedatthereceiverasthecallfrom

theschoolended.Sherubbedhertemplesina

circularmotion.

Thisboywasgoingtogivehergreyhairsbefore

hertimeandshewasatherwitsendwithhim.

Shedidn'thonestlydidnotknowwhereshe



wentwrong.

HerPAwalkedinsidetheoffice.

PA:Afternoonmam,themeetingwillbe

beginninginanhour.

MsSmith:Rescheduleit.

PA:Bu-but..

MsSmith:Ineedtogo.

MsSmithstartedtoputherfilesbackinherbag,

shewillwrapupathome.Shewasjustso

stressedabouthim thatshedoubtedshewould

beabletoconcentrate.

Whenshewasdoneshepickedherhandbag

andtheotherbag.

MsSmith:Seeyoutomorrow.



Shesteppedoutofherofficeandmadeherway

tothelift.MsSmithimpatientlytappedthetip

ofherhighheelonthefloor.

MsSmith:Whyisn'titfastnow?(impatiently)

Theliftfinallyopenedandtheoccupants

steppedoutwhileshegotinside.Shequickly

pressedthebuttonsanditclosed.Shesucked

inadeepbreathwonderinghowshewasgoing

toapproachthis.

Whentheliftopenedshehurriedlymadeher

waytotheparkinglotwhereshegotinsideher

carandwithoutlookingbackstarteditand

droveoffinahurryeventhoughsheknewshe

washurryingfornothing.



MeanwhileReginahsteppedoutofthecartogo

openthegate.Haydendroveslolwyintothe

yardandparkedhercarundertheshade.

Thecarenginestoppedandhegotoutofthe

carholdingherbagandcoat.

Hehandedthem toherandshecheckedforher

housekeysinthebag.

SheunlockedthedoorandHaydenfollowedher

inside.Hewastooclose.

Shecreatedspacebetweenthem andshe

placedherstuffonthecouchbeforeturning

andlookingathim.

Reginah:uhm thankyoufordirivingmehere..



Haydenchuckledashemadehiswaytoher

andshemovedbacktillshewasagainstawall,

hisheightalsoandmuscledidn'tmakeiteasier

forhertoescape.

Hayden:Imeanyoucan'tbescaredofjustme

canyouprettylady?

Herbreathcaughtinherthroatasshelooked

upathim.Hetippedherheadupwardsand

plantedakissonherlips.Itwassupposedtobe

asubtlebabykissbuthekissedheragaintillit

becameafullblownkiss.Heheldherwrists

withonlyonehandasshekissedhim backwith

thesameenergyhewasprojectinguntoher.

Haydenbrokethekissandbreathedagainsher

lipsashisweedybreathhithernostrils.

Hayden:Fuck!Iknewyouwantedmetoo..



Hekissedheragainandsherespondedand

moanedintothekiss.Heclosedthedistance

betweenthem astheirgarmentstouchedand

hemadesuretomakeherfeelhishardon.

Reginahgaspedbuthislipswerealreadyon

hers.

Hebrokeitagainandlookedatherasshe

breathedhard.

Hechuckledandkissedhernecksoftly.The

agedifferencedidn'tbotherhim thatmuchand

hewasn'tintimidatedbyherbeingolderthan

him.

Hayden:Ineedtogiveyoutimetothinkright?

Hesaidhuskilyagainstherearandherbreath

hitched.



Hekissedherlipsonelasttimebeforehe

placedsomedistancebetweenthem and

lookedather.Helickedhislipsbeforehe

flashedasmileherwayandReginahpaused.

Hissmilewaswow!

Hayden:I'llcall...

JustlikethathewalkedoutleavingReginahstill

leaningagainstthewall.

ThemomentHaydenopenedthegate,hesaw

hismother'scarbytheirgate.Hismother

pausedtolookathim beforeshakingherhead

indisappointmentanddrivinginsidetheyard

themomentthegateopenedautomatically.

Haydensilentlyfollowedthecarinsidetheyard.



Whenhismotherparkedthecarhejustheaded

tothehouseasthegateclosed.

Hemadehiswaytohisroom assoonashe

steppedfootinsidethehouse.

Haydenimmediatelygotridofhishoodieand

startedunbuttoningthelongsleevedshirt.He

threwitonthebedrevealingthetattoosalong

hisarms.

Hecountedthesecondsbeforehismother

burstinsidehisroom withoutknocking.

MsSmith:Why?

Heturnedtofacehismother,runninghishad

throughisfadecut.

Hayden:Letmeguess,theschoolcalled.



MsSmith:It'sexam time.Yourfinalexamsand

yo-you'resti-stillplaying.

Hayden:Awisechoiceofwords.

MsSmith:Whenareyougoingtoletitgo,it's

enoughHayden.

Haydenchuckled.MsSmithcouldseehow

Haydenwashisfather'ssonthroughand

through.Surelyhemovedpastitall..

Hayden:letmegotakeashower...

JustlikethatHaydenwalkedawayleavinghis

motherstandingthere.

Sheblinkedtearsaway.Shehaddonewhatshe

haddonefortheirowngood,whycouldn'the

justmovepastit?



Shepattedhercheeksandwalkedoutofhis

room.

MeanwhileHaydenstoodundertheshowerand

closedhiseyes.Whenhewasn'thighoreven

drunkthatwaswhenitallhithim allatonce.

Heshiftedhisthinkingtotheprettydoctorand

hefoundhimselfsmiling.Ifhecouldget

betweenthoselegsofhers....

MsSmithsatdownonthecouchandpicked

herphoneup.Shepaused.

Maybeshewasjumpingintoconclusionsbut

sheknewHaydenwasn'tgoingtosayanything.

Shedialedhernumber.Maybewhatshewas

thinkingwasn'titandshewastryingtoplaythe



roleofprotectivemotherunnecessarily.

AtReginah'shouse

Sheremovedthebraasherphonerang.She

placedthebradownandlookedatthecallerid.

WhywasHayden'smothercalling?

Sheansweredthephone.

Reginah:Hello..

MsSmith:Hello.Canyoucomeover?Iwantto

askyousomething..

Reginahwaslostbutsheagreedanyway.

Sheplacedthephoneonherlapandsighed.

Shedidn'tknowwhethertoexplorethese

feelingsornot.



Hewasyoungerthanherandalthoughpeople

mightnotseethedifferencetoheritwasweird.

Shehadworkmateswhowereapproximately

herageandhereshewasdebatingwhetherto

datean18yearold.

Reginah:Urg!Hejustmessedupmythinking

andheisgoodkisser.

Shetouchedherlipsagainastoday'skissfrom

earlieronplayedinhermind.

Shejustlaidonthebed.Shedidn'tknownow.

.

.

*

*
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AtMssmith'splace

Reginahstoodoutsideherneighbor'sgateand

pressedtheintercom.

Avoicecamethrough.

MsSmith:Whoisit?

Reginah:Reginah.

MsSmith:Okay.

Thegateslidopenandshesteppedinsidethe

yardandshelookedaround.Shedidn't

understandwhyHaydenwassorebelliouswhen

theyliterallyhadeverything.



Hismotherprovidedwellforhim andshewas

alwaysconcernedabouthim andwhathewas

doing.Hewasattendingaprivateschoolbuthe

seemeddirectionless.

Iftheydodate,whatwillshetellpeople?

Sheaskedherselfasshewalkedtothedoor.

SheknockedforafewsecondsbeforeMs

Smithopenedthedoor.

MsSmith:HelloRegie..

Shesmiled.Shehadshortenedhernamesaying

it'stoolongforher.

MsSmith:Stepinside..

Shewalkedinsideandlookedaround.

MsSmith:Youcansitdown.



Reginahsatdownandplacedherhandsonher

thighs.ShesmiledasMssmithsatdown.She

wonderedifHaydenwashomeorout.

Heprettymuchdidanythinghewanted.Rebel

much.

MsSmithsuckedinabreathandlookedat

Regie.

MsSmith:ThisisaboutHayden...

Reginah'sheartskippedabeatandshejust

lookedatMsSmithwithablankface.

MsSmith:Ijustwantedtoask...(pausing)Isaw

him leavingyourhousewhenIcamehere.

Reginah:WellaftermyshiftIpassedhim bythe

roadandIstoppedtogivehim aride.



MsSmithdidn'twantittoshowthatshe

suspectedotherwise.

MsSmith:Okay.Heisjustateenagerwhois

goingthrougharebelstage.Heclaimstoknow

alotofthingswheninactualfacthedoesn't.

Reginahkeptquiet.WasMssmithtellingherto

stayawayfrom Haydensubtly?

MsSmith:Imeanheneedstounderstandand

grow,nowheisjustnotfine.

Reginah:Iunderstandthat.

MsSmith:Gladyoudo.Thankyouforbringing

him home.

Haydenstoodbythepassageshakinghishead.

Hedidnotneedanybabyingandhewasgoing

tohaveReginahwhetherhismotherlikeditor



not.

Verystrategicallyhewalkedintotheloungein

greysweatpantsandawhitevest.

Reginah'smouthmadean'o'shapeassoonas

shesethereyesonhim.Hedidn'tlookan

ounceliketheteenagerinuniform atthe

moment.

Shetriedtohideherevidentshockandlooked

atherhandsonherlap.Shecouldseeit

throughthesweatpants.Wow!

Hayden:Hellodoc..

Shelookedupnotsurehowtorespondtothat.

Reginah:H-hi..

Hechuckledandheadedtothekitchenfora

glassofwater.



MsSmithpretendedlikeshedidn'tevennotice

whathappened.

Reginah:WellIhavetogoandkeutlule.Havea

goodday.

Shestoodupandmadeherwaytothedoor.

Sheopeneditandsteppedoutsidethehouse.

Sheleanedagainstitandbreathedinthefresh

air.Yahneh.

Shewaslikethatforafewsecondsbeforeahe

finallywalkedaway.

Hayden'smothermadeherwaytothekitchen.

MsSmith:Haydencanyouforoncefocuson



what'simportant?

Hayden:Motheryou'reafineonetotalk.

MsSmith:I'm yourmother.

Haydenchuckledplacingtheglassdown.

Hayden:Father?

MsSmithpausedandlookedathim.

MsSmith:IdidwhatIhadtodo.

Hayden:Youareselfishandyoudidwhatwas

bestforyou.

Hewalkedoutofthekitchenmakinghiswayto

thelounge.Hepausedatthedoordeciding

whetherornottogotoReginah'splace.

Thelatterthoughtwonandhewalkedout.Ms

Smithjustsighed.Hewillforgiveheraftersome



time.

AtReginah'shouse

Reginahwasnowinatowelinthebedroom.

Nowsheneededtoshowerandrelaxbeforeher

shift.Maybethemoredistancesheputs

betweenherandHaydenwillmakehim stay

away.

Thatcouldwork.Shejusttiedherhairand

madeherwaytotheshower.

Shepausedwhilstintheshowerbeforeshe

couldevenopenthewater.

Thatsoundedlikeadoorknock.Reginah

walkedoutstillwiththetowelwrappedaround

herbody.



Reginah:Coming!

Shemadeherwaytothemaindoorand

unlockedit.Beforeshecouldsayanything,

Haydensmashedhislipsonhersandheldher

neckashekissedher.

Shemoanedintothekissbeforebreakingit.

Reginah:Youshouldn'tbehere..

Hayden:Iwanttobehere...shutup!

Hemovedhislipstohersandskillfullyravished

hersoftmoistlips,bitingherlowerlipin

betweenthekiss.Heclosedthedoorwithhis

footashepushedherbackwardsstillkissing

her.



Lostinthekiss,Reginahwrappedherarms

aroundhisneckashedeepenedthekiss,with

hisskillfultonguetastingherlipsfully.

Heheldthebackofherheadsinkingintoher

sweetlips.

Reginahmoanedintothekissnowwithhim

trappingheragainstthewall.

Hebrokethekissandbitherlowerliplooking

intohereyes.Hereyelidsflutteredandhebaby

kissedherlips.Shelookedupathim ashe

liftedherchinupandrubbedit.

Haydenslowlypressedhimselfagainstherand

thatsnappedReginahoutofhertemporary

reverie.

Reginah:B-butyou'reju-just...



Hechuckledandkissedherlipsagain.

Hayden:Hey,Isaidmyagedoesn'tmatter...

Shebreathedsoftlyasherbreathhitthecorner

ofhislips.

Hayden:Youwereabouttotakeashower?

Reginah:huh?Uhm..yes..

Hecouldn'tgetenoughofherlips.Hekissed

herlipsagainandshestoodonhertoestotry

andreachhisheight..

Hayden:Iassumewe'reanitem?

Heasked.Shelookedathim confused.

Reginah:I-I...

Hayden:Great..



Hekissedherlipsagainandrubbedherchin.

Hayden:Gotakeyourshower(laughing)Iwon't

bite..

Reginahstoodthereabitconfused.Whatjust

happened?

Hayden:Or...

Heheldhercheeksinhishandandbroughthis

lipstohers.

Shebrokethekissandlookedintohiseyes.

Hayden:I'llbeintheloungeokay?

Shenoddedandhesteppedbackawayfrom

her.

Henonchalantlywalkedtothecouchandshe

suckedinadeepbreathmakingherwaytoher

bedroom.



Whenshegottheresheclosedthedoorand

leanedagainstit.Shewasconfusedashellnow

butsheshouldprobablytakeashower.Shestill

hasafewhourslefttillhershiftbegansoshe

neededtobefresh.

MeanwhileHaydenlookedattheceilingasa

millionthoughtsraninhismind.Hewishedhe

couldescapethethoughtsandweeddidthat

temporarily.

Hesuckedinadeepbreath.Healwayslivedin

nowbecauseheknewthefuturewasnot

guaranteed.Helearntthatinthemostpainful

way.

HalfanhourlaterReginahwalkedoutingown



andsatnexttohim.

Reginah:I-I...

Shelookedathim andwonderedhowhecould

besocalm allthetime.

Reginah:howisthis-us,ifthereisanus,howis

itgoingtowork?Kanayourmom wasindirectly

tellingmetostayawayfrom you.

Hayden:OhIknow..(chuckling)

Reginah:Whatarepeoplegoingtosay?Kanake

motonamogowena..

Hayden:AndIsaidagedoesn'tmattertome,I've

neverbeenapersonwhohastimeforpeople's

opinions.

Reginah:WenaMrRebel..

Hesmirked.

Hayden:So?



Reginahsighedandlookedintohiseyes.This

wasriskyandveryabnormalaccordingto

society'sstandards.Shedidn'teventhinkabout

itfortoolong.Hejustcamehereandstarted

kissingherthenboom awholerelationship.

Reginah:Okay.

Hayden:Isthatayes?

Reginah:Yeah..

Heliftedherheadandsoftlykissedherlips.

Hayden:Thankyou.

.

.

.

*

*
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AtTheHospital

Reginahandalltheotherdoctorsgathered

aroundTessa.Shehadreadthefilebrieflyand

wassaddenedbythefactthatsheneededa

hearttransplantbuttherewerenodonors.

Oneofthedoctorsflashedalightonhereyelids.

Theyhadstabilizedandtheyweresureshewas

breathing,herheartwasstillbeatingalthoughit

wasmalfunctioning.Sheneededadonorsoon

orelseshewasn'tgoingtosurvive.

Theywaitedforhalfanhourstilllookingather.



Reginahcheckedherwatch,shewasexhausted

andneededtosleepbutshecan'tleavewithout

makingsurethatthelittlegirlwasokay.

Tessaopenedhereyesslowlyandthey

breathedinasighofrelief.

Reginah:Heyangel,howareyoufeeling?

Tessafeltheavyandlookedaround.Itseemed

asofthereweremoremachines.Shejust

lookedattheprettydoctorwhowasbyherside

beforesheclosedhereyes.

Shecoughedandtheywaitedtoseeifshewill

coughupblood,shelookedatherhandandit

wasfine,nobloodspots.

Reginah:Theresa,yourfamilyisonthewayokay?

Hanginthereangel.



ShesaidasshepushedTessa'shairback.

Tessanoddedasthedoctor'sdispersed.

ReginahlookedatTessaonelasttime,she

neededtorest.

Reginah:rest.I'llpassbytomorrow..

Tessanoddedastheprettydoctorsteppedout

ofherroom.

Reginahsighedandmadeherwaytoheroffice.

Shetookherstuffandcheckedherphonefor

messagesonherwaytothecar.Shesawthe

missedcallfrom Hayden'smother.Strange.

Shefrownedwhenshescrolledthrough

Facebookastherewerealotofpostsaboutthe

resultsbeingout.Forprivateschoolkids

anyway.



ShedialedHayden'snumber.Ittookherto

voicemail.Sheshookherheadandsheopened

thecar,placingherstuffinside.

Shestartedthecarandreversedoutofthe

hospitalparkinglot.

AtMsSmith'shouse

Haydenwalkedoutoftheshowerwithatowel

wrappedaroundhiswaist.Hewentthroughthe

clothesinhisclosetandpickedoutsomeblack

jeansandawhitehoodie.

Aftergettingdressedthatwaswhenhefinally

checkedhisphone.Hefoundhismother's

missedcallandReginah'smissedcalls.



Hecheckedhimselfoutinthemirrorbeforehe

walkedoutwithhiswallet,carkeysandphone

inhanddialingReginah.

Sheansweredonthethirdring.

Hayden:Sugar...

Reginah:Hey,whywereyounotansweringyour

phone?

Hayden:Areweinsecurenowbabe?

Reginah:N-no...

Hayden:Good,I'llcallinanhourorsookay?

Reginah:okay(sighing)

Hayden:Iloveyou..

Reginah:IloveyoutooH..

Hechuckledbeforehangingup.



Haydenjusttookascreenshotofhisresults

andsentthem tohismom beforeheopened

thedoorandsteppedoutofthehouse.

Atthemall

HaydensteppedintoGameStoresandpickeda

trolley.Hepushedthetrolleyheadingtothe

winesection.Hewasnotintowinebutthenhe

wasn'tdoingthisforhim.Okay,maybehehad

hismotivesbutwhateverittooktogetwhathe

wanted.

InthesamestoreLetsosteppedinandlooked

atthelistherfatherhadsenther.Itwasn't

muchandshewillbedoneinmostprobablya

fewminutes.



Shegrabbedabasketandwentthroughthe

aislessearchingforwhatshewassenttobuy.

Shepausedassherecognizedtheguyfrom

earlieron,theonewiththetattoosandabs.

Hewastakingsomethingfrom theshelfand

shepausedlookingathim.Hepushedhis

trolleyforwardandshelookeddown.

Today'searlierincidentwassoembarrassing

shewouldn'twanthim torecognizeher.

Shewalkedpasthim inahastecatchingawhiff

ofhisstrongcologne.Shefrowned.She

thoughyhewaspoorandthecolognesmelled

expensive.



Shelookeddownathisfeetandnoticedhewas

wearingJordans.Maybeshejudgedhim too

earlyormaybehewasoneofthosethat

claimedtoliveexpensivelivesyettheycan't

affordthem.Sheknewsuchkidsfrom school

andshewouldalwaysrollhereyesassheknew

howmostoftheirparentsstruggledtomake

endsmeet.

Shemovedtoanotheraisleandcheckedherlist

beforetakingafewthingsfrom theshelves.

MeanwhileHaydenlookedathistrolleymaking

surehegotwhathethoughtheneeded.Was

thiswhatwomendidwhentheyweregrocery

shopping?Itwasexhaustingyethewasn'teven

doinganygroceryshopping.

Heslidhisphoneoutandcheckedthetime.He



stillhadtime,heguessedashejoinedthetill

queue.

Letsostoodbehindhim asshetookinhis

heightandintoxicatingcologne.Shesuckedin

abreath.Shejusthopedhewon'tnoticeherat

all.

Thelinemovedforwardandshejustlooked

downholdingherbasket.

Haydenmovedforwardandpaidforhisthings.

Thecashieravoidedeyecontactwithhim as

shescannedhisgoods.

Cashier:Plastic?

Hayden:Yes.



Yep!Thatwastheexactsamevoicefrom

earlieron.Hehandedthecashierhiscardand

sheswipedit.

Aftethewasdone,hepickedtheplasticsand

walkedoutwhileLetsopaid.

OnceLetsowasdone,shewalkedoutand

pausedwhenshesawtheguyfrom the

constructionsiteplacinghisplasticsinthecar

beforehejoggedtothedriver'sseat.

Letso:Ooh!

Shecertainlymisjudgedhim.

AtReginah'shouse



Reginahworeoneofofhist-shirtsthathejust

lefthereoneofthosedays.Shesat

crossleggedonthecouchassheconnectedher

phonetothesoundsystem.

Shelaiddownonthecouchandclosedhereyes,

relaxing.Shewillcheckonthelittlegirl

tomorrowduringherafternoonshift,shewill

talktoHaydenlater.

ThirtyminuteslaterHaydenparkedhiscar

insidetheyard.Hecheckedthebaskettomake

sureiftheydidputthestuffnicely.Heleftthe

basketinthecarandsteppedoutholdinghis

phoneandthekeysthathadRegie'shousekeys.

Hewalkedtothedoorandhealmostknocked



whenheheardthemusic.Hedecidedonusing

hiskeyandheslowlyunlockedthedoor.

Heopeneditslowlyandsteppedinside.He

smiledseeingherinhist-shirtonthecouch.He

bithislowerlipasthesongplayedinthe

background.

Hemadehiswaytothecouchandbenthis

headoverhers.

Hesoftlykissedherlipsandshestirredwithout

respondingtothekiss.

Herhandsmovedtohisfaceattemptingto

pushhim awaybutheheldherhandskissing

hersomemore.

Sheturnedherheadbeforeopeninghereyes.



Hayden:Heyyou..

Sheclosedhereyesandopenedthem again.

ReginahsatuprightandHaydenstoodupright.

Sheyawnedandstretchedherbodyasthet-

shirtsliduprevealingherthongandHayden

lickedhislipsbeforeshepulleddownthet-shirt.

Reginah:Hii..(yawning)whendidyoucomeback?

Hayden:Wanttosleep?

Sheyawned.

Reginah:No,I'm good.

Hayden:AndhereIwastryingtoberomantic..

Reginahsmiled.

Reginah:Whatwereyouplanning?

Hayden:Itwassupposedtobeasurpriseand

I'm nottellingyou.



Hesatdownnexttoherandheldherwaist

pullinghertohim.

Reginah:Yousmellgood..

Hayden:Iknow..

Reginahrolledhereyes.

Reginah:Jerk...

Hayden:Andyoulovethisjerk,comehere..

Hepulledhertohim andkissedherlips.He

wantedmorebuthebrokeitandlookedather

rubbingherlowerlip.

Hayden:Babe?

Reginah:Hmm..

Hayden:Nevermind..sithere..



Sheslowlysatonhislapandheheldherwaist

asthet-shirtslidupagain.Shetriedtopullit

downbutheheldherhands.

Hayden:Ilovetheviewbabe,letitbe..

Sheplacedherhandsonhischest.

Reginah:So?

Hayden:Woman,don'tstressaboutthat...

Reginahshrugged.

Reginah:IhavetoaskHayden.

Hayden:Lelapisagore..(you'retiring)

Reginah:Nnalemang?

Hayden:Youandmymother...

Reginah:Wejustwanttoknow..

Hegaveherhisphonewithablankstare.She

placedherfingerprintonthephonetounlockit

sincehealsosavedherfingerprintashis



password.

Reginah:Bua..candidatenumberandthecentre

number.

Heheldherthighspushingtowardshim.

Reginah:Hayden!!(laughing)Buakwa..

Hegaveherthenumbersasshetypedthem on

hisphone.Hejustkissedherneckslowly

slidinghishandsunderthet-shirt.

Shemoaned.

Reginah:NgngH.Iwan-wanttose-

see(moaning)

Hesqueezedherbreastandshethrewherhead

back.

Reginah:Hay-aah..ngngtlherrawena..



Haydenjustignoredherashesuckedonher

neckkeepingbothhishandsonherbreasts.

Shelookedatthephonescreenforafew

secondsbeforehemadehermoanagain.

Reginah:Aah..AfewminutesH.

Hayden:Icandoalotinafewminutessugar..

Reginah:Iwanttoseeee...

Heignoredthatandremovedhist-shirtfrom

herbody.

Afterhegotridofthet-shirthewhistled.

Hayden:Fucktheromanticsurprise..

Reginahmovedherheadawaytolookatthe

phonescreen.



Reginah:Emapele..

Hayden:Ompolaisanopakana..

Shelaughedlookingatthephonethenhersmile

fadedashereyeswidenedinshock.

Reginahcheckedthenameagainandlookedat

thegrades.Shelookedatthephonescreen

thenathim.

Hayden:Happy?

Reginahhithischestwiththephone.Whenshe

triedtohithim againheheldherwristsinhis

hand.

Hayden:Waitenayaanong?(you'remaking

yourselfangry?)

Reginah:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Hayden:Tellyouwhat?

Reginah:Mxm!

Haydenjustlookedather.



Reginah:Youmademebelieve..mxm!

Heshookhishead.

Hayden:ntleketsweleleosaleompolaisitse

nopaore90dayruleshitandstuff(letme

continue,I'vebeenthirstybutyouhadrestricted

mewiththe90dayruleshit)

Reginah:Ng,wait.Whydidyoumakemebelieve

youaredirectionlesswhenyouknowyou're

smartandyouknowwhatthehellyou'redoing?

Hayden:Youbelievedthatonyourown...

Reginah:Mxm gotswahoootswaka45points

nxla!(Andthenyouget45pointsnxla!)

Hayden:Soyou'reangryIpassed?Whatdoyou

wantkante?

Reginah:Youmademebelievealie..

Hayden:AreyouPMS'ng?

Reginah:NoI'm not,I-urgdon'tchangethetopic.



Hayden:Soyou'reangry?

Reginah:Koore..mxm!Watena!(You'reannoying)

Hayden:Reginah?

Shepaused.Hehasnevercalledherbyherfull

namebefore.

Reginah:hmm?

Hayden:Reginah?

Reginah:Rra...

Hayden:Kanataagaontena..(You'reaboutto

makemeangry)

Shehasneverheardthefulleffectofhisvoice

butsheknewhehadthatnaturaldominance

thatcamewithhim,eventhoughshewasolder

thanhim butsometimeswhenhetalkedtoher,

shejusthadtoobey.Itwasstrangetoher



somehow.

Hayden:Sowhat'stheproblem?

Reginah:Nothing.

Hayden:Ithoughtso.

Reginah:You'restillajerk.

Hayden:Don'tpushitsugar.Justdon't.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtReginah'sHouse

Shelookedathim andhesighedandlaidhis

headbetweenherboobs.Shesighed.

Reginah:Whatnow?Stopit..

Hechuckledashekissedherbetweenher

boobsandshesighedcontentedly.

Hayden:We'llsee..

Reginah:UhHayden..

Hislargehandsheldhercloseandshethrew

herheadbacklookingathim.

Reginah:Idon'tknowwhyyoumakemefeellike

this.

Hayden:Likewhat?

Reginah:Allgiddyandstuff..

Hepeckedherlipssoftlyandjustheldher.She



respondedtothekisswrappingherhands

aroundhisneck.Hedeepenedthekissplacing

bothofhishandsonhercheeks..

Reginahfelthishardonfrom underneathher

andshemovedawaybutheheldhersteadilyas

hemovedhislipsagainsthers.

Theycontinuedsharingthatheatedkisstillhe

decidedtobreakit.Herubbedherlowerlip.

Hayden:Getdressedbabe...

Reginah:Wherearewegoing?

Hayden:Justgetdressedhmm..

Hepeckedherlipsagain.

Reginah:Okay.



Hepassedherthet-shirtandsheworeitbefore

shegotoffhim.

Hayden:Makeitfast.

Reginah:Yessir.

AtTheHospital

Tessaletoutafadesmileasshelookedather

parentswhowereworriedtothebone.

MaTessa:Areyousureyou'reokaybaby?

Shenodded.

Tessa:WhereisTia?

RaTessa:Athome..thisis...

Herfatherjusttouchedhercheekgentlylooking

atherwithglossyeyes.



Tessa:I-I'llbefinedad.Ipromise.

Shecouldseethattheyhadlostallhopebut

shedidn'twanttolosehope.Shewantedtobe

awriterandshedidn'twanttogiveup.

Hermotherjustwalkedoutoftheroom with

tearsinhereyes.Shecouldn'tbearseeingher

babyfightforherlifeyettherewasnohope,no

signfrom Godorevenasingledonorforher.

Thelistwasn'tlongbutthepastfewmonths

shehadn'tfoundamatchandsheknewthatno

onewouldwillinglygivetheirheartaway.

MaTessa:Godwhyher?

Shesaidassheplacedherheadonherlap.

Meanwhileinthehospitalroom Tessalookedat

herfather.Theyhadaddedmoremachinesbut



theimportantthingwasthatshewasstillalive.

Thatwasallthatmattered.

Tessa:DaddyI'm stillgoingtobeawriter.

Herfathertriedtosmilebutithurtknowingthat

youarepowerlesstosaveyourowndaughter.

Thebright11yearoldhasneverhurtanyoneso

whyher?

AtMsSmith'shouse

ShelookedatHayden'sresultsoncemoreand

shewasproudeventhoughhewasahandful.

Shesighedthoughtfullyassheswitchedoffthe

lights.

Sheknewhewouldmostprobablyhateherfor



therestofhislifeforwhathappenedtohis

fatherandlookingatit,shewasselfishbutit

wasforagoodreason.

Heneverhadamalefigureshowhim theway

andshefeltthatheblamedherforthattoo.She

tookhisfatherawayfrom him.Literally.

Somethingsmighttaketime.Maybe,just

maybehemightforgiveher.Itdidn'thurtto

havehope.

.

.

*

*

Halfloafisbetterthannothingfamily,letla

nkineladiatlametsing Rest!Rest!Rest

bafethu!
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AtReginah'shouse

Reginahwalkedoutofherroom inamaxidress

withherhairtiedinacuteponytail.Suefound

Haydenonherphoneandshejustwalkedto

him.

Reginah:Done..

Hayden:Turnaround..

Reginah:No..

Hayden:Turnaround..

Shereluctantlyturnedaroundandhelaughed.



Hayden:Let'sgo.

Hestoodupandheldboththeirphonesinhis

hand,alongwiththecarkeys.

Heheldherwaistleadinghertothedoor.

Reginah:Whatareyouplanning?

Hayden:Don'tworryaboutthat..let'sgopretty

lady.

Reginah:Let'snotforgetIhavetorest,Ihave

worktomorrow.

Hayden:Whodoesn't?Youtalktoo

much(smirking)

Reginah:Idon'ttrustyourplans.

Hayden:Okay.Let'sjustgobabe.

Helockedthehousedoorandslidthekeysin



thebackpocketofhisjeans.

Haydenunlockedthecarandopenedthedoor

forher.

Reginah:Nowyou'reopeningdoorsforme.

Hayden:Alwayssuspiciousofeverything.

Shegotinsideandheclosedthedoorbeforehe

joggedtohisside.

Hegotinsideandstartedthecar.Reginah

buckledupandsatstillwatchinghim ashe

reversedoutofherplace.Hehadonehandon

thesteeringwheelandhealwaysmadeaface

whenhewasdriving.Itwasstillsexy,theway

hisveinswerevisibleonhishandandsheknew

whatwasunderneaththathoodie.



Shelookeddown,shecouldn'tbelieveshefell

forateenagerandinsomesensehewas

matureandnotmature.Shewasn'tsurethat

madesensethough.

Haydenlookedatherwiththecornerofhiseye.

Thatwasthething,hewasseriousaboutand

mostpeoplewouldthinkitwaseccentricfora

guyhisagetoloveawomanwhenhis

agematesliterallythrewthemselvesathim.

Reginahsmiledashedrovethroughthetraffic

lightsinthedark,beingguidedbyonlythe

headlights.

Reginah:wherearewegoingmme?

Hayden:Patiencesugar.

Inlessthan30minutestheyhadarrivedand



Reginahlookedaroundinthedarkness.

Reginah:Istilldon'tknowsomepartsofthecity.

Hayden:Allowmetoteachyou.

Withnowarninghekissedherandshe

responded.Hebrokethekissandrubbedher

lips.

Hayden:Temptingsugar..

Shejustlookedathim,hesteppedoutofthe

car,walkedtohersideandopenedthedoorfor

her.

Reginah:Suchagentleman.

Hayden:Notforlong.

Hetookherhandandhelpedherstepoutofthe

car.Shewashitbythecoldbreezeandshe

rubbedherarmsabit.Thefreshbreeze



surroundedtheareaandshecouldfeelthe

grassfrom underneaththesoleofhesandals.

Haydenjustmovedhishandtoherhairand

releaseditfrom thetightbunlettingspillfree

anditcoveredherclavicle.

Hayden:Beautiful.(underhisbreath)

Thebreezeblewherhairbackmakingitlook

likeshewasinaprofessionalphotoshootwith

thewindblowingherhairlikethemodelsin

advertsalwayslook.

Haydensmiledandhecouldn'thelphimselfbut

topullherclosertohim withherhair.

Hayden:You'refuckingbeautiful.

Reginah:Thankyou.



Hayden:Ididn'tmeanitasacompliment.Your

beautyiseffortlessanditstunsmeeverytime.

Everyfuckingtimehowyounevereventryand

youstillappealingtome...

Sheblushedlookingdownandheliftedherface

upashereyesrelfectedthefullmoon,making

them sparkleinthenightunderthe

constellation.

Hayden:Fuck!

Hereyelidsflutteredandheheldhercheekas

sheopenedhereyesandtheirgazeslockedfor

whatseemedlikehoursastimestoodstilland

herhairbrushedhercheeks.

Hayden:SayingIloveyouwouldbean

understatement.



Herubbedherchinbeforesoftlypeckingher

lips.

Hesmiledandkissedherforeheadbeforehe

steppedawayfrom herandwenttothebootof

thecartotakeoutthegoodieshebought.It

tookReginahafeeminutestogetbacktoearth

andbythetimeshewasturningHaydenwas

alreadyplacingthebasketontopoftheblanket.

Shegrinned.

Reginah:Apicnic..

Hayden:Alatenightone..

Reginah:Thisissosweet.Thankyou.

Hejustwalkedtoherandheldherwaist.

Reginah:It'ssopeaceful.



Hayden:Youarepeaceful.

Reginahrolledhereyeslaughing.

Reginah:Mxm!

Heledhertotheblanketandtheysatdown

withhersittinginbetweenhislegswithher

shoesoff.Wellthebothofthem hadtheir

shoesoff.

Reginahlookedathissize8Jordansbefore

lookingathersizethreefeet.Haydenopened

thebasketandtookoutthefingerfoodandtwo

wineglasses.

Sheturnedtolookathim.

Reginah:Youdrinkwine?

Heraisedaneyebrow.

Hayden:YouknowthatIam notintowine,ifit



wasnotforyouIwouldn'thaveboughtwine.

Reginah:Youknowitmakesmedrunkkana..

Hayden:Threeglasses...leweak.Weakweak

babe.Veryweak.

Reginah:Tsamaelakoo...

Hayden:Weak.ButIwouldn'tmindseeinga

drunkyou,Imeanthewayyougrindedonme

thelasttimeyouweredrunkwassucha

fuckingturnon.Doitagain.

Shepunchedhischestandhelaughed.Hewas

agentlemaninmorewaysthanheadmitted.He

didn'ttakeadvantageofherandinsteadlether

sleepitoffandmadefunofherthewholeweek

aboutherdrunkstate.

Haydenpouredthewineintotheglassesand

handedheraglass.



Reginah:Atoastto...uhm thefuture..thefuture.

Theyclinkedtheirglassesandhetookasip

beforeplacingitdown.

Reginah:You'renotdrinkinganythingstrong

besidesyou'redriving.

Hayden:Iwasn'tgoingtotakeanythingstrong...

Shesippedonherwineastheytalkedabouta

lotoftopics.Theyneverranoutofthingstotalk

aboutreally.

Hehandedhertheplateasshenibbledonwhat

wasontheplatelisteningtohim,wellnot

exactlylisteningbutlookingattheshapeofhis

lipsashespoke.

Haydenpausednoticingthatshewasn't

listeningtohim butwasinsteadlookingathis



lips.

Hayden:Buttercup?Babe?

Hesnappedhisfingersbeforeshemovedher

facebackblinkingacoupleoftimesandtrying

torememberwhattheyweretalkingabout.

Reginah:Youweresaying..uh..

Hayden:Youweren'tevenlistening.

Sheshookherhead.

Reginah:Thewine.

Hayden:Lies..

Haydeneffortlesslypickedherupandplaced

heronhislapasshelookedatthesky.

Reginah:Doyouthinkwe'lllast?

Hayden:Ihavenoidea.Whatdoyouthink?



Reginah:Thefutureisneverknown,anything

canhappen.

Hayden:Evenifwedonotlast,weoncemade

eachotherhappy.

Reginah:You'rehappy?

Hayden:Contentwithyou.

Reginah:Heynow!

Hechuckledandstartedkissingherneck,

leavingbutterflykissestherethatmadeher

tummysomersault.

Sheheldhisjawwithhishandsanglingher

necktogivehim betteraccesstoit.

Haydenjustslidhishandunderneathherdress

andheldtheelasticofherthonganddraggedit

downherlegs.



Hislipsmovedtohersasherbreathinggot

heavier,shecouldfeelhiscoldfingersalongher

pelvis.Strategicallytryingtonottouchherand

heighteningtheanticipation.

Sheputherhandstogooduseandhelpedhim

getridofthehoodie,theminutethewarm piece

ofclothingwasoffhisbodyhewasalready

liftingherdressoff.Sheraisedherhandsand

hethrewittotheothersideoftheblanketand

satonhaunches.

Hayden:Fuck!

Shelookedangelicontheblanket,nakedand

hairallovertheplacewiththwmoonlight

spillingoverherfeatures,enhancingheralready

beautifulform.



Haydengotontopofherandkissedherlips

withexpertdelicacychangingthepaceatwhich

thisstartedon.

Shefollowedsuitandplacedherhandsinhis

hairashekissedherasifshewasthemost

importantthingintheworld.

Thekisswentonforawhileasherheart

explodedintoamillionpieces.Shefeltevery

emotioninthatkiss,emotionssheknewhe

wouldneverspeakofonanygivendayandshe

welcomedthem.

Hayden'slipsmovedfrom herlipsashebither

earlobewithanaughtysmilewhilehishand

circledhernavel.Shemoanedsoftlynadhe

chuckled.Thiswassofuckingbeautiful.He

lickedherneckasshelaughedmovingaway



andhesuckedonit,notlettingherescapehis

grasp.

Reginahclosedhereyesashe#EXPLICIT

.
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Attheplace

Haydenpulledherhairbackwardsastears



floweddownhercheeks.

Haydenchuckledasheheldherbodyinhis

arms.Shewassmallinhisarmsandhe

wouldn'tchangewhathappened.Notasingle

thing.

Hayden:Seriouswalla?(You'reseriouslycrying?)

Reginahusedhershakeyhandstowipeher

tearsasheplacedherheadonhisbuffchest.

Haydenkissedthetopofherheadandstared

upatthestars,hersoftbreathingticklinghis

heart.Wouldhechangeforthebetterbecause

ofthiswoman?

Reginahclosedhereyes.Shehadn'tbeen

expectingthis,notatall.

Hayden:Good?

Shenodded,shedidn'teventrusthervoiceat



thispointintime.

Haydenwentquietandsheliftedherheadto

lookatthe19yearoldwhojustrockedher

wholeworldandshewasn'tsureifshehad

knownwhatshehadbeenmissinginherlife

butsomehowhecompletedthatunknown

missingpart.

Hayden:what'sgoingoninthatbeautifulhead

ofyours?

Reginah:Thiswassobeautiful..

Hayden:Oksugar..(smiling)

Theystargazedcompletelynakedonthe

blanket,withhisarmsaroundherwaist.

Reginah:Whywereyousuchaproblem child?

Hayden:Youdon'tlikepeacedoyou?



Reginah:Ijustwanttoknow..

Hayden:Igrewupwithoutafather.

Sheshrugged.

Reginah:Ididn'thavebothparents.

Hayden:That'sthething,yoursdiedatayoung

age.Thatmotheryoukeepinaskingmeto

respectisthereason.

Reginah:whatdidshedo?(frowning)

Haydensighedastheflashbackscameback.

Heclosedhiseyesforafewsecondsbefore

openinghisandlookingather.

Reginah:Safeplace?

Hayden:Notalotofpeopleknowthis...

Hercuriositywaspiqued.Whatwasitnow?



Hayden:Therewasonceanotoriousdrugdealer

andgangster..

Reginah:Isthisastory?

Hayden:Justlisten.

Hesaidashisfingercircledhernavelsending

shiversdownherspine.

Hayden:Uhm doesthenameKennedySmith

ringabell?

Reginahtriedtojugglehermemorybeforehe

eyeswidenedandshelookedatHayden.She

triedtoputtwoandtwotogetherwhilelooking

atHayden.

Reginah:Hewasyourfather?

Hayden:Stillis..

Reginah:H-how?



Haydensighed.

Hayden:Mymothersoldhim outtomaDISand

wellheridentitywaskeptsecretevenmine,his

nameisnotevenonmydocuments.The

companysheisrunning?From thedrug

money...

Reginah:That'swhyyouhateyourmother?

Hayden:Shewasselfish,soselfishnot

everythingwasaboutherandguesswhat?My

fatherwasaknowncriminalandafterthree

yearsinjailthestatekilledhim.Ofcoursethey

maskeditassomethingcausedbyanillness

buttheykilledhim.Ihateherforsellinghim out,

hewouldbehere.Hewasnotasaintbutagood

fatherhewas.

Somethinggotstuckinhisthroatasthe

emotioncloudedhiseyesandheclosedhis



eyes.Reginahrubbedhischestisslowcalming

motions.

Hayden:AndIwasnotevenallowedtovisithim

buthehadconnectionsandIsawhim aweek

beforehewasmurdered.

Hisvoicecracked.

Hayden:I'vehadeverythingbutnoonecould

fuckingseeIlostapiecethatcompletedme.

Lifebecameuselessandsofuckinglonely.

Reginah:Youwereheadingtowardsself

destruction.

Hayden:Ihateherfortakingmyhero.It'sher

faultthattheygottohim.Ilostsomeonea

youngermeneeded.

Reginah:It'sokay.

Shedidn'tknowifitwas.Shehadhearditinthe



newsevenhiscourtcasewassopublicized

thatitwasdifficultnottoknowhim.Theyknew

hewasfuckingrichanditwasanachievement

thatthestatehadmanagedtocatchKennedy.

Notknowingthatontheotherside,ayoung

child'sheartwasbrokenbythefactthathelost

afather,someonehehadbankedonbeing

thereforever.

Shedidn'tknowhowshemissedthesimilar

featuresorwasitthefactthatshehadn'teven

thoughtthatfar.

Haydenclosedhiseyes.Hedidn'twanttothink

aboutitall,somethingstohim were

unforgivableandhismotherexpectedhim to

smileasifeverythingwasokaywhenitwasher

fault.Herdamnfault.Sellingoutthemanshe

claimedtolove,suchbetrayal,dishonestyand



disloyaltyfrom someonewhoyouthoughthad

yourbackatallcostsonlytoturnaroundandbe

yourdownfall.

Reginah:Areyouagangster?

Hayden:Let'ssayIdodgedthelawonceortwice.

Reginah:You'rebeingvaguenow..

Haydenchcukledbeforelookingather.

Reginah:Iwishewecanstayherelonger,it's

peaceful.

Hayden:Reallypeacefulbutweshouldgetgoing.

Reginah:afewminutesthen..

Hayden:Letmemakethetimegofaster..

Heheldthebackofherheadkissingher,she

felthisdickagainstherthighandshebrokethe

kiss.

Reginah:Ithinkweshouldgo..



Hayden:Afewminutes...

Heheldherhandsaboveherheadashe

supportedhisownweightnotcrushingher.

Hialipscoveredhersandshekissedhim back

beforebreakingit.

Reginah:I'm stillsore...

Hayden:Iknow.Shutup!erectcockfoundher

slitandhemoisteneditwithherjuices,the

frictionelicitedsoftmoansfrom herlipsandhe

silencedherwithkisses.

Hisheadfoundit'swayinsidethenarrowslit

andshearchedherbackmoaningasheslidit

allin.

Hayden:Fuck!



Hestartedpumpinginandoutofherasshe

moanedhisname.Shewrappedherhands

aroundhisneckstillmoaninghisname,her

breastsslappingagainsthischest.Hayden

groanedandsuckedonherneckbeforehe

pushedforwardswithsomuchforcethat

shockedher.

Reginah:Aaaah...uh...(moaning)

Inafewminutesshecamearoundhisdick,he

pussyspasmingarounditandtighteningit's

holdaroundhisdick.Haydencameshortlyafter

fillingherwithhiswarm semen.

Hebreathedheavilyagainstherneckashis

handrubbedherboobamdshemoaned.



AtLetso'shouse

Letsosatinfrontofthestudydeskwiththe

lamponandshelookedathernotes.Themole

conceptwasnothingsoshejustclosedthe

chemistrynotebookandsighed.

Hermindwanderedtotheguyfrom the

constructionsite.Shecouldn'thelpbutwonder

abouthowhegotthecarandhowhesmelled

expensive.

Shewasobviouslynotallowedtodatebutshe

couldfantasize.

Shelookedatherphoneandshookherhead.

Masawasprobablygoingtothinkshelikesthat

guy.



Themomentwasembarassingbuthewas

goodlooking.Sogoodlooking.

Thedooropenedslightlyandsheturnedher

headtofacehermother.

MaLetso:Hello,doyouneedanything?

Letso:I'm donestudyingforyhedaymama.

Thankyou.

MaLetso:Alright.Goodnight.

Letso:Night.

HermotherclosedthedoorandLetsostoodup

andremovedherslippersheadingtothebed.

Sheturnedtheblanketsandslidinsidecuddling

herfavouriteteddybearandclosinghereyes.



AtReginah'splace

Haydenparkedthecaroutsidrherhouseand

steppedoutofthecartogounlockthedoor

first.

Shesatinthepassengerseatwearinghis

hoodieandwaitedforhim tocomebacktothe

car.

Afewminuteslater,Haydenpickedherupand

shewrappedherhandsaroundhisneck

yawning.

Hayden:Youlooktired,sleep.



Sheplacedherheadonhisshoulderandhe

closedthedoorwithfootheadingtothe

bedroom.

.

.
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Thefollowingmorning

AtReginah'shouse



Withherheadonthepillowandassuphe

drilledherfrom behindwihtherhandsheld

tightly.

Hayden:Fuuuck!(groaning)

Shetriedtomoveawaybutheheldherinplace.

Reginah:Hay....uh...uhm(moaning)

Hepulledherbyherhairkissingherneck.

Hayden:What?

Reginah:Uh...aaah..

Hekeptondrillingherfastandhardasshe

screamed.

Hayden:Ma?

Reginah:Emis-aaah...uh!

Hayden:Ican'thearyoulove...



Hesaidashekissedherneckandgivingher

onefinalstrokebeforesheorgasmedandhe

finisheditoffbyspillinghissemendeepinside

ofher.

Hekissedherneckagainstillpluggedinsideof

herandsheheldontothepillowswantingto

escapehisgrasp.Heslidoutofherandturned

hertokissherlips.

Hayden:Goodmorning.

Shejustlookedathim andclosedhereyeafora

fewsecondsbeforeopeningthem again.

Hayden:Andyoulookflushed.

Hesaidblowingthehairawayfrom hereyes

whilechuckling.

Helaidonthebedandpulledhernowsweaty



bodytohim,heranhisfingeralongherround

arseandmoveditupalongherspine,sending

shiversdownherspine.

Sheturnedtolookathim asthesunraysspilled

intotheroom,illuminatingitwithit's

magnificentorangeglow.

Shepartedherpinklipsandhejustplacedhis

thumbinbetweenherlips.

Hayden:Don'tlooksocuteandinnocent,itturns

meon.

Silencefilledtheroom tillshecouldbeableto

form coherentsentences.

Reginah:Mo-morning..

Hayden:Howareyou?

Reginah:Idon'tknow.



Shesaidslowly.Theatmospherewassocalm

anditsentherheartracing.Itallseemedtoo

goodandsheknewthatnothinglastedforever.

ShelookedatHaydenagain,hewassotall,

handsomeashellandsheknewhewasabad

onebuthediditsowell,wouldshebetoo

pessimisticifshesaidshecouldseetheend

already?

Haydencouldseethatshewasindeepthought.

Hayden:What'swrong?

Reginah:Whatifitends?

Hayden:Thenthememorieswillbewhatwe

have.Don'toveranalyzeeverythingorelse

you'regoingtobestressedoutdoc,youofall

peopleshouldknowthatstressisbadforyou.



Shebreathedsoftlyagainsthischest.

Reginah:Iguessyou'reright.

Hayden:I'm alwaysright.

Reginah:Jerk!

Hayden:Saythatonemoretime..

Shekeptquietandhekissedherforehead.

Hayden:Ihaveworkintwohours.

Reginah:bythetimeyouknockoffI'llprobably

beatthehospital.

Hayden:CanIpickyouupafterwork?

Reginah:Youwantto?

Hayden:I'm offeringaren'tI?

Reginah:I'llsendamessage.

Hayden:Cool..



Hegotoutofbedstarknakedandheadedto

thebathroom.Hepeekedandlookedather.

Hayden:Wanttojoinme?

Sheshookherheadasfastshecouldandhe

chuckled.

Hayden:Okay.Suityourself.

AtMsSmith'shouse

MsSmithlookedatthewatchandsighedas

shesatdownwaitingforHaydenbeforegoing

towork.

Shehadmadebreakfastfortwobutshewas

surehemight'vewentoutwithherbutshe



couldn'tconfronthim aboutit.Hetoldherto

specificallystayoutofhisrelationshipsand

thatshewasnotafineexampleofrelationships.

Shecouldn'teventhreatentotakeawaythe

moneybecausehisfatherhadhisnameunder

eachandeverythingmuchtoherdismay,only

thishousewasinhername,therestofhis

accumalatedwealthwasunderhisson'sname

makingthingscomplicated.Shecouldonly

manageitaslongasHaydenpermitted.

ThedooropenedasHaydenwalkedinsmelling

fresh.Shesuckedinabreathandswallowed

herpride.

MsSmith:You'refrom Reginah'splace?

Haydenpaused.Hehadwantedtogiveareally

rudeanswerbuthecomposedhimself.

Hayden:Yes.Doyouwantmetopassona



message?

Herheartstopped.Hersuspicionshadbeenon

point.

MsSmith:Haydenshe'solderthanyou,it'snot

likeyouneedasugarmommy..

Haydenquirkedaneyebrowandinthatinstance

helookedmorelikehisfatherinmoreways

thanone.

Hayden:Whosaidanythingaboutmoney?Not

everythingrevolvesaroundmoney..

Withthathewalkedawaywithhishandsinhis

jeanpockets.

MsSmith:Congr-atulationsonyourresults(low

voice)



Hewillneverforgiveher.Shesighedandpicked

hercarkeyswalkingoutofthehouseina

slowerpaceandaburdenedheart.

Inthebedroom Haydengotridofhisteeand

threwitonthebedmakinghiswaytothe

wardrobeforcleanclothesandamuchmore

cleaneroverall.

Heslidhisphoneoutanddialedhisboss.

Boss:Youngman.

Hayden:Morning,I'llberunninglate.Most

probablytwoorthreehourslate.Ihaveafew

thingstogetdone.

Boss:Okay.Makesureyouareatworkbefore

noon.

Hayden:Okay.Thanks.



Hehungupandfinishedchangingclothes.He

didn'tbothersprayinghiscologne.Oncehewas

inhisoverallsandvesthetookhiscarkeysand

phonebeforewalkingoutofthehouse.

AtReginah'shouse

Haydenwalkedinsidethebedroom andhe

foundhersleepingpeacefullywiththesheet

coveringhebreastsbutrevealinghergorgeous

legs.Hesmiled.

Hayden:Babe?

Sheturnedandfacedtheotherway.He

checkedhiswatch.Hestillhadtimeheguessed.

Hejustkissedherforeheadandwalkedoutof

thebedroom.



AnhourlaterReginahturnedtofacetheother

waythentheothersideagainbeforeshe

openedhereyes.Shewassoredownthere.She

laidonherbackclosinghereyes.Shebadly

wantedtocallinsickbutshecouldn't.

Shegotoutofbedandslowlymadeherwayto

thebathroom.Shestaredatthemirrorand

angledherheadfindinghickeysalongherneck

andchest.Whatthehellwasshesupposedto

coverupherneckwithnow?Withtheadded

heatitwasgoingtobeimpossible.

Shesighedandbentdowntobrushherteeth

andwashherface.Thepeeingprocesswasnot

niceatallforher.Whatthehell?



Sheclosedhereyesastheburningliquid

escaped.FuckHayden!Heisnottouchingher

atall.Fuckhim!

Withslowcautionsheproceededtotheshower

forashower.Shewassuregoingtobelate

todayforherroundsthat'sforsure.

MeanwhileintheloungeHaydencheckedhis

watch.Wasshestillsleeping?

Hestoodupandheadedtothebedroom where

heopenedtheslightlycloseddoor.

Hefoundhergettingdressedandheshookhis

head.

Hayden:Whendidyouwakeup?



Reginah:Almost30minutesago.

Hayden:You'regoingtobelate.

Reginah:Isitmyfault?

Hayden:Onalekgang?

Reginah:Whoa,I'm notpickingupafight.I'llget

readyjustgivemeafewminutes..

Hayden:Okay.Foodisinthemicrowave.

Reginah:Youcooked?

Hayden:Justgetdressed.

Reginah:Yessir..

AtLetso'sschool

LetsosatnexttoMasaastheywaitedfortheir

Mathsteachertoarriveinclass.

Masa:Pitywedidn'tgetthatguy'sname..



Letso:Isawhim yesterday.

SheblurtesoutandMasalaughed.

Masa:ofcoursedummy.Iwaswithyouwhen

wesawhim.

Letso:Imeanafterthatembarrassingencounter,

kemmonekoGame.

Masa:Heebanna!

Letso:Mmh...helookedallexpensive.

Masa:Theseguystendtolivebeyondtheir

meansdon'tbefooled..

Letso:Hehadacartoo..

Masa:okay.Butheishot,nnaIneedasinglw

nightwithhim.

Letso:Yousawhedidn'tentertainus.

Masa:Let'spassbytheconstructionsiteagain

today.



Letso:Uniform.

Masawavedheroff.

Masa:Uhm weareknockingoffearlytoday?

Letso:Ithinkso..

Masa:Wecangochange..mostprobablyguyga

abatleadefilementcaseasyouweresaying.

Letsothoughtaboutit.Shehadn'tstopped

thinkingabouthim thewholenight.Therewas

something.Justsomethingabouthim.

.

.
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AtReginah'shouse

Inherroyalbluescrubsshemadethewayto

Hayden'scarandgotinthefrontseat.

Hayden:You'refull?

Shenoddedashefixedtherearviewmirrorand

shetookouthersmallmirrorfrom thwbag

lookingatherneck.Itwasimpossibletohide

thosehickeys,shecan'texactlyputconcealer

onitbecauseitwillstainhercoat.

Haydennoticedherlookingatthehickeyskn

herneckandchuckled.

Reginah:Howlongdotheylast?Lookathow



theylook.

Hayden:Itdepends..

Hesaidashereversedoutofheryard.

Hayden:Thehouseislocked?

Reginah:Mhm.Thankyouforbreakfastandthe

rideyoudidn'thaveto.

Hayden:You'restilltootiredtodrive.

Reginah:AndIwonderwhy

Hejustdrovewithoutgivingherthereaction

shewantedfrom him.Intwentyminuteshe

parkedintheparkinglotandliftedherchinup.

Hayden:WhattimeshouldIpickyouup?

Reginah:I'm tired,Imightknockoffearliertoday.

Hayden:Timedoc.



Reginah:Mostprobablybefore4pm.

Hayden:Okay.

Hekissedherlipssoftly.

Hayden:Iloveyou.

Reginah:Iloveyoumoreandbye.

Shegotherbagthathadhestuffandstepped

outofthecar.Haydenwatchedhermakeher

wayinsidethehospitalbeforedrivingoff.

Reginahgreetedthereceptionistwithherhead

downtotryandmakesurethatshedoesn't

noticethehickeys.Shequicklymadeherwayto

herofficewheresheworehercoatandthere

wasstillnotdifference.



Aknocksoundedonthedoorandshesighedas

shebroughtherhairdowntoatleastcoverher

neck.

Reginah:Comein.

Thedooropenedandinwalkedoneofher

coworkers.

Him:Morningdoc.

Reginah:Morning.

Shejustsatinfrontofherdeskashesatona

chair.

Him:Wouldyouliketogooutforlunchwithme?

Reginah:UnfortunatelyIcan'tdothat.

Him:It'sjustlunch.

Reginah:Isit?

Helaughed.



Him:Itisn't,Ilikeyouandwouldliketoknowyou

better.

Reginah:ThatsoundslikeaniceofferbutI'm

stillgoingtosayno.

Sheuncosciouslytuckedherhairbehindherear

likeshealwaysdoesandthecolleaguesawa

hickeyonherneck.

Him:Iunderstand.

Shesmiled.

Reginah:Great.Ihopethisdoesn'taffectour

workingrelationshipScott.

Scott:Notatall.

Reginah:Awesome.Haveaniceday.



Shesaidbeforesheopenedthefileonherdesk.

Helookedatherthensighedstandingupand

walkingtothedoor.Hepausedasshepaged

throughthefileandwalkedout.

Hemadehiswaytohisofficeandsatdown.

Scottdialedhisbrother'snumberanditwent

through.

Scott:Helloandshesaidno..

Him:Thenewdoctoryouweretellingmeabout?

Scott:Yah,thatone.

Him:Kelife.

Scott:MaybeIwastooslowman,I'vehadmy

eyesonhereversinceshestartedworking

here...

Him:Maybeyouwould'vegotthesamereply.

Scott:Maybebuthaish...



Him:Therewillbeothergirlsbro,sheisnotthe

onlywomaninthisworld.

Scott:Iguessyouareright.

Hehungupandswungaroundinhisoffice

chair.

MeanwhileReginahclosedthefileandchecked

thetime.Shedidsayshewantedtocheckon

thatyounggirl.Theresa.

Shestoodup,placingherstethoscopearound

herneckandmadeherwaytothedoor

InTessa'sroom

TiasatnexttoTessaasTessa'sparentatalked



toher.

Tessa:Whataboutapacemaker?

Herfather'seyeswidened.Theyhadonce

consideredthatbutthedoctorssaiditwon't

work.

RaTessa:Thedoctorssaidyouneedanew

heartbaby.

MaTessa:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Tessa:Chickenmama..

Tia:Bur-burger...

Tessasmiledlookingatherlittlesisterthenshe

grinnedlookingathermother.

MaTessa:Alright.I'm goingtobuythat.

Shesqueezedherhusband'sshoulderbefore

walkingoutoftheroom.

MaTessapassedReginahwhogreetedherwith



asmileandwalkedinsideTessa'sroom.

Reginah:Goodmorning.

RaTessa:Hellodoctor.

Reginah:Hi,youmustbeherfather,Irecently

readhercasefile.

RaTessa:Ofcoursedoc.

Tessagrinnedlookingattheprettydoctor.

Reginah:HiTheresa..

Tessagrinnedsomemore.Thewayshesaidher

fullnamewithanaccentwaslovelyplusshe

waslovelytoo.

Tessa:Hiii...

Reginahsmiled.Shehadthiscalm energyand

auraaroundheritwashardtobesad.

Reginah:Howareyoutoday?

Tessa:Good.



Reginahstartedcheckingthemachines.

Reginah:I'm notmakingyouuncomfortableam I?

Sheshookherheadslowly.

Reginah:Itwon'ttakemuchofyourtime.

Tessa:Okay.

AtTheConstructionSite

Haydendrankthewaterbeforesquashingthe

waterbottleandsuckinginadeepbreath.

Hetiedhisoveralltigherandresumedwith

layingthebricksdown.Hepausedandchecked

hiswatch.Itwaswaypastlunchtimeandsince

hewaslatehedidn'tgoforlunch.

Hisphonevibratedinhispocketandhewiped



hishandsontheoveralls.

Thesunglimmeredonhisshinywetchestashe

typedinhispasswordtocheckthemessage.

Sweetstuff:IcutmyshiftshortcauseI'm tired,

warewhereistheConstructionsite?

Hayden:You'recominghere?

Hesentthemessageandsawhertyping.He

waitedforherresponse.

Sweetstuff: Ee.

Hayden:Bringlunch.

Reginah:Yessir.Thedirectionsplease,kebatla

gopalamataxi..

Hequicklysentherthedirectionsandputhis

phonebackinhispocket.



AttheHospital

Reginahsteppedoutofthehospitalpremises

andstoodbytheroadwaitingforataxi.Scott's

carpassedbyandhestopped.

Scott:Areyouheadinghome?

Reginah:No..

Scott:Icantakeyouwhereyou'reheading.

Sheshookherhead.

Reginah:No,it'sfine.I'llcatchataxi.Thanksfor

theoffer.

Shestoppedthetaxithatwasheadingherway

behindhiscar.

Reginah:Thankyoufortheofferthough.



ScottsighedandhedroveoffasReginahgot

insidethetaxi.

AtTheConstructionSite

Masapulledherhighwasitedjeansupsothat

herfigurecouldberevealedasLetsojust

walkedcloselybehindherinashortsummer

dress.

Masa:Let'slookaroundforhim.

Theireyesscannedthearea.

Masa:You'rewearingglassesLetso.Canyou

spothim?

Letsolookedaroundcarefully.

Letso:IthinkIcan,heistoplessagain.



Masa:Bathong!(fanningherself)kanaohoto

gore.

Letso:Don'tweallknowthat.

Masa:Let'sgosayhiagain.

MasawasabouttogowhenLetsoheldher

hand.

Letso:Wait...

Masalookedinherdirectionastheysawalady

inscrubsmakeherwaytowardshim.

Letso:Issheadoctor?

Masashruggedandwatchedtheinteraction.

HaydensmiledasReginahmadeherway

towardshim.

Hebithislowerlip.

Hayden:Lunchekae?



Reginah:I'llbuyit.Hiii...

Hejustpulledhertowardshissweatybody.

Reginah:You'reallsweatyandstuff..

Hayden:Andyou'renotsupposedtocare...

Herubbedherchinandkissedherlips.She

respondedandwrappedherarmsaroundhis

neckaspeoplepausedtowatchthem.

Hebrokethekissandkissedthecornerofher

lips.

Reginah:Whyareyouhalfnaked?

Hayden:Jealoussugar?

Reginah:What?No!!Icanneverbejealous.

Hayden:Don'tworry,I'm onlyfuckingyoupretty

doctor.

Reginah:Notsoloud..

Hayden:Ifuckyouonlysugar..



Reginah:CanIhavethecarkeyssoIcanbuy

lunch?

Hesearchedhisbackpocketandgaveittoher.

Reginah:Givemethirtyminutes.

Shekissedhischeekbeforeshewipedherlips.

Reginah:Sweaty..haish..

Heletgoofherwaistasshewalkedawayand

Haydenwatchedherwalkaway.Hesmirked.

LetsojustlookedatMasa.Hewaswithawhole

doctor,noonecouldmissthatPDA.

Letso:Let'sgo.

Masa:Wearestillgoingtogreethim,the

girlfriendisgonemoss..



Letso:Masa!!

Masa:staythen...

MasamadeherwaytoHaydenandLetso

reluctantlyfollowedher.

TheystoodinfrontofHaydenandhefrowned.

Masa:Hiagain.Wepassedbyyesterday.

Hayden:Okay.

Masa:Canwehaveyournameplease?

Hechuckled.Suchoverambitiousyoungsters.

Hayden:Didn'tyourparentswarnyoutostay

awayfrom boys?

Masapretendedtobethinkingthenshookher

head.

Letso:Sir,it'sokayevenifyoudon'tgiveusyour

name.



Masa:Don'tencouragehim.

Letso:Weshouldbegoing,sorryforwasting

yourtime.

LetsopulledMasaawayandthenMasapulled

herhandaway.

Masa:Hewon'ttellushisname,let'saskhisco-

workersrelesegonnaslow...let'sgo.

Letso:Masa...

Masa:NnammaIwanthim.Hecansleepwith

meevenifI'm nothisgirl....

LetsosighedamdfollowedMasa.

.

.

*

*



*
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AtTheConstructionSite

AfterMasahadaskedforthatguy'snamethey

walkedaway.

Masatookoutherphoneandsearchedhim on

Facebook.

Masa:Ifoundhim.TheysaidHaydenSmithright?

Letso:Yeah...

Masa:keyoo...



Sheshowedherthephoneanditwashim

alright.

Masa:I'm sendingafriendrequest.

Letso:BathongMasa!

Masa:IknowwhatIwantmoss...

Theywalkedawayfrom thesite.

MeanwhileReginahsatinhiscarandbuckled

upbeforestartingit.Shereversedfrom where

hehadparkeditandjoinedthemainroad.She

wasgoingtogetlunchforbothofthem.

AtTheMall

Reginahjoinedthequeuesothatshecanplace

herorder.



WhilstshewasinlineHayden'smotherwalked

insideandshefacedtheotherwaysothatshe

couldn'tseeher.

MsSmithspottedReginahinlineandshesat

downononeofthetablesandwaitedpatiently.

Shewantedtoaskherafewquestions.

OnceRegiehadplacedherordershefoundan

emptytablethensatdownpressingherphone.

MsSmithmadeherwaytohertabletomake

sureshewon'tdodgeher.

Shepulledachairandsatdown,startling

Reginahwholookedupfrom herphone.



ReginanflashedanuneasysmileasMssmith

lookedatherwithaseriousface.

Reginah:Hi,wonderfuldayisn'tit?

MsSmith:afterIwarnedyoutostayawayfrom

myson.

Reginahsuckedinabreathandlookeddown.

Shelookedathershortnailsforafewseconds

beforesheliftedherhead.

Reginah:Withallduerespect,Ididn'tchooseto

havethesefeelingsforyourson.

MsSmith:Heisayoungboygoingthrougha

phaseanddiscoveringhimself.

Reginahkeptquiet.

MsSmith:Therearemenyourage,obatlaeng

momgwaneng?Outlwetseengkaene?(what

doyouwantfrom thechild?Whathaveyou

heardabouthim?)



Reginahjustlookedather.

MsSmith:Heisjustaboyandhedoesn'thave

moneyifthat'swhatyou'reafter.

Reginahdidn'twanttooffendherbysaying

anythingbutnoteverythingwasaboutmoney.

MsSmith:Wantidimalelela?(Youaregoingtogo

quietonme?)

Reginah:Idon'twanttosounddisrespectful.

MsSmith:Endthatdisgustingrelationshipyou

havewithmysonoakanyejaakamothoyo

motona.(andthinklikeanadult)

WiththatMsSmithtookherbagandwalked

outofthefoodplacewhileReginahremained

seatedandthoughtfullylookedaroundbefore

closinghereyesforafewseconds.



Alonetearfelldownhercheekandshequickly

wipeditaway.Shedidn'thavetoberudeto

makeherpointacrossandifMssmithfeelsso

stronglyaboutthisrelationshipwhatwillother

peoplesay?

Herordernumberwascalledandshestoodup

andwenttothecountertogetherorder.

Reginahwalkedoutoftherestaurantwithher

headdownandmadeherwaytothecarwhere

sheplacedthefoodonthepassengerseatand

placedherheadonthesteeringwheelasshe

burstedintotears.

Attheconstructionsite

Haydenpouredwateronhisheadtocool



himselfdownbeforeheusedhisvesttowipe

theliquidaway.

Hisphonebeepedanditwasamessagefrom

Reginah.

Sweetstuff:Yourfoodisinthecar.

Hayden:I'm coming...

Helookedaroundbeforehemadehiswayto

wheretheynormallyparkedtheircars.

Hegottohiscarandopenedthedoor.Hesatin

thepassengerseatasshelookedoutthe

window.

Hayden:Heywhat'swrong?

Reginah:Nothing.Eatyourfood.(lowvoice)

Haydensighedandleanedback.



Hayden:Sugar?

Shekeptquiet.

Hayden:Reginahkebualewena.(ReginahI'm

talkingtoyou)

Reginah:Hmm...

Hesighed.

Hayden:What'swrong?Lebakwano..

Shesighedandstillstaredoutthewindow.

Haydenjustplacedhislargehandonherjaw

andforcedhertolookathim.

Hayden:What'swrong?Youwerecrying.

Reginah:I'm fine.Justsomethinggotinmyeye.

Hayden:Comeupwithabetterexcuse.

Reginahforcedasmile.

Reginah:I'm okay.



Hayden:DoIhavethewordfoolplasteredonmy

forehead?

Reginah:No..

Hayden:Thentalk.Youwerefineanhourago

andnowyoureyesarered..

Reginahsighed.

Reginah:Let'sbreakup.

Haydenlaughedandlookedather.Shewas

seriousbuthelaughedsomemore.

Hayden:Sugar,youdon'tbreakupwithme..

Reginah:Idon'tse-

Hayden:Ssh..we'lltalkaboutthiswhenIknock

off.

Shesighedandnodded.Heremovedhisphone

andgaveittoher.



Hayden:Twohoursmax.

Hegotoutofthecarandsheleanedback.

Shejustputherfingerprintonhisphoneandit

unlocked.

ShewenttohisFacebookandsearchedher

favouriteFacebookdiaryTheDevil'sAngel.

Shereadthelatestepisode.Sherolledhereyes

assheread.Leone'smotherannoyedthehell

outofherandshewishedthatifAnnawasto

meetheragain,sheshouldjustslapthatbitter

oldwitch.Annadidnothingtoherandshe

hatesherjustbecauseit'snotMarcella.

Hayden'smessengerbeepedandsheopenedit.

Shereadthename.Masa?



Itwasjustahiaccompaniedbyheartemojis.

Shedidn'tknowwhethertoreplytohisdmsor

not.

Shejustignoreditandsearchedyetanother

oneofherdiaries.Anothermessagebeeped

andshecheckedit.ItwasstillthesameMasa.

Masa:Hi.Again I'm thatgirlfrom ealrier.

Reginahpausedasthegirltypedandshewent

toherprofile.Itwasstillwrittedconfirm friend

request.

Shewentbacktothemessage.

Masa:Theonewhosaidyouarehottheday

beforeandIpassedbytodaywithmyfriend.

Reginahpausedandreadthemessageagain.

Shehadnothingbettertodoatthemoment.



Shereplied.

Hayden:IthinkIremember.

Themessagerequestwasacceptedandatthe

otherendofthelineMasajumpedforjoy.

Obviouslyhewasgoingtoreplyher.

Masa:That'sgreat

Hayden:Yeah.

Masasatonherbedandandwentthroughher

nudepicturesandpaused.Maybeitwillbetoo

earlybutthensheknewwhatshewanted.

Shetypedamessage.

Masa:App?

Reginahpaused.No.SherepliedasHayden

Hayden:UnfortunatelyIkindofdeletedit.



Masa:Lies Youhaveagirlfriendandypu

don'twanthertoknow.

Hayden:Ido.

Masa:It'sokay.Idon'tmind.

Hayden:Whatarewetalkingaboutagain?

Masalaughedalone.Itwaseasytotalktohim

andshecouldimaginehim sayingthatwiththat

deepvoiceofhis.

Masa:Ithinkyouknow.Ilikeyou..

Hayden:Youdo?

Masa:Yeah.Letmesendsomething.

Hayden: okay.

Shepickedoutthreeofherbestphotos.She

madesuretheylookedgoodandshesentthem

tohim.



Reginah'seyeswidenedasshesawthenude

pictures.ShewenttoMasa'sprofileagainand

shesawapictureofherinaschooluniform.

Whatthehell?

Shejustclosedhismessengerandplacedhis

phonedown.

Masafrownedwhenhewentofflineaftershe

sentthepictures.Maybeheisbusy,most

probablywilllookatthem clearlywhenheisat

home.Yeah.

Hourslater

Haydenmadehiswaytothecarandfoundher

sleepingwithhisphoneonherlap.Hejusttook

hisphoneandwentthroughhismessagesmd



socials.

HefrownedwhenhesawtheFacebook

conversationthatendedwithagirlsending

nudes.Hejustblockedthepersonandplaced

hisphonebackonherlap.

Hayden:Sugar?

Shestirredandhecalledhernameagain.She

turnedherhead.

Hayden:Babe?

Shefinallyopenedhereyesabitdisoriented

andhekissedherlipswhilstshewasthat

confused.

Hayden:Wakeup.

Sheyawnedandstretchedbeforesheyawned



again.

Reginah:Hii..

Hesmiled.

Hayden:Helloprettydoctor..

Shesmiledandheheldhercheek.

Hayden:Whatnonsensewereyouspurting

earlieron?

Reginah:Nothing..

Hayden:Bua.

Histonehadanunderlyingthreatandshe

sighed.

Reginah:Yourmom justsaidIshouldstayaway

from you.

Haydenchuckledshakinghishead.



Hayden:Andthat'swhyyouwerecrying?

Reginah:Shewasrudeaboutitbutshe

mentionedmoney,whyisshesofocusedon

money?

Hayden:Sheisselfishlikethat.

Reginah:Ithinkyoushouldforgiveher..

Hayden:Shemadeyoucryandshehasrobbed

meofafatherandyousayImustforgiveher?

Reginahsighed.

Reginah:Atthemomentsheisyouronlyfamily

andyoushouldalsotrytoaskherwhyshedid

whatshedid.Maybeitwasnotintentional.

Hayden:You'retoogoodforme.

Reginah:Am I?

Hayden:Mhmm...I'llthinkaboutit.Comehere..

Heheldthebackofherneckpullingherinfora



kiss.

Reginahindulgedhim beforeshebrokeitand

heldhischeek.

Hayden:Andbythewaywe'renotbreakingup.

Reginah:Okay.

Hayden:we'reclearonthat?

Shenodded.

Hayden:Good.

Laterthatevening

Haydenwalkedinsidehismother'shouseand

foundheronthecouch.

HethoughtaboutwhatReginahsaidbutthen



shedidn'tknowhalfofthestuffheknewsoshe

wouldn'texactlyunderstand.

Hayden:Iwouldlikeustotalk.

Hesaidasheslippedhishandsintohisoverall

pockets.Hismothersighedandfollowedhim

asheheadedtothediningroom.

Shesatdownandhesatdownoppositeher.

Hayden:Iknowwhatyoudid.

MsSmith:Id-

Heraisedaneyebrow.Hehadnoideahow

muchofhisfather'ssonhewas.

Hayden:Stayoutofmyrelationships.

MsSmith:Youcan'texpe-

Hayden:AndIhaven'tforgotwhatyoudidtodad,

robbingmeofmyfather.



MsSmith:Ihadto.

Hayden:Hadto?

MsSmith:ItwaseitherIhandhim overorthe

statewasgoingtotakeallofustoprison.

Hayden:Thatwasnotenoughreason.

MsSmith:Andtheyplaceyouunderfostercare.

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:YouknowaswellasIdothatthestate

didn'thaveenoughevidencetoputhim behind

bars,soyoucan'tsaytheytrickedyouinto

handinghim overbecausethentheywould've

takenevenhiswealthandpossessionsbut

surprisinglytheydidn'teventhoughtheyarein

myname.

Hismotherkeptquiet.



Hayden:Whatwasit?Somerevengeplot

againsthim?Leavingmeinthecrossfire?He

toldmeeverythingbeforehewaskilled.Mother

youcan'tfoolme...

MsSmith:Yourfatherwasbadnews.

Hayden:Whymarryhim ifhewasbadnews?He

wasmyfather,badornotandIwastoldto

forgiveyoubecauseyou'remymotherbutI'm

failingtodoso.Iam reallyfailingtoletgoof

that.

MsSmithfrowned.Hewastoldtoforgiveher?

Hayden:Butyou'restilllyingtomyface

regardlessofthefactthatIknowthetruthjust

goestoshowthatIwillnevertrustyounor

forgiveyou.I'm notasainttoobutsomethings

aren'tasforgivableasyouthinktheyare.

Hestoodupbutpausedwhileatthedoor.



Hayden:Andmakemygirlfriendcryonemore

timeyou'llknowwhyI'm KennedySmith'sson.

Hisvoicesentcoldshiversdownhismother's

spineandsheswallowedashewalkedaway.

Shecouldn'tbelievethatherteenageson

detestedhertosuchanextentandcouldeven

threatenher.

.

.

*

*

SIXMONTHSLATER

NB.Thisisnotabonusinsert,justtheinsertI

wasowingyouguys.Keeponfollowingthe

profiletogetyourbonusinsertlater.
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AtTheHospital

Reginahfixedherblousemakingsureitwas

looseenoughbeforesheleftherofficepicking

upthecoatandplacingthestethoscopearound

herneck.

ShebumpedintoScottwhocarefullylookedat

her.

Scott:Hidoc.

Reginah:Hii...

ShesaidinpassingheadingtoTessa'sroom.

Scottstoppedtolookather.Therewas



somethingdifferentaboutherbuthecouldn't

pinpointwhat.Hesighedandmadehiswayto

hisoffice.

ReginahlightlyknockedonTessa'sdoorbefore

openingthedoor.Shehadgrownfondofthe

littlegirlthesepastmonthsandshewas

refreshingtobearoundplusshewantedtoget

usedtobeingaroundkids.

Tessa'sfacelitupwhenthedoctorstepped

insidetheroom.Shewasbyfarhermost

favoriteandshelikedtalkingtoherandjust

lookingathowprettyshewas.

Tessa:Hiii...

Reginah:HeyTessa.Howareyoumylove?

Tessa:I'm feelingbettertoday.



ShesatdownnexttoherbedasTessawenton

totellherabouttheideasshehad.

Reginah:Sobasicallythisbookisaboutyou?

Tessa:Yes.Noteverylittlegirlhasaheart

diseasethatneedsahearttransplant.

Reginah:True.

Tessaturnedtoherside.

Tessa:Ihadscribbledafewideas.CanIalso

putyouinthebook?

Reginah:Doyouwantto?

Shenodded.

Reginah:Thendowhatmakesyouhappyangel.

Nowletmeseethebookyouaretalkingabout.

Reginahstoodupandpickedupherlittle



notebookandsmiledreadingthelittlescribbles

inpencilandcrayon.

Tessa:Imissschool..

Reginah:Iknowyoudohoney,homeschooling

willworkfornow.

Tessa:That'swhatmommyanddaddysaid.

Reginah:Theyarerighthoney.WhatshouldIask

thenursetobringforyou?

Tessa:Anythingisokay.IsitsafetosayIlove

you?

Reginahlaughedandheldhersmallhand.

Reginah:Iloveyoutoo.

Tessa:WhenIgetoutofthehospitalIstillwant

totalktoyou.

Reginah:I'lltalktoyourparentsaboutthat

sweetheart.

Tessa:Theywillagree.



Reginah:Okayangel.Letmegotalktothenurse

foryou.

Sheyawnedandstretchedherbodyandthe

blousemoveduprevealinghertummy.

Tessa'seyeswidenedandshechuckledpulling

herblousedown.

Reginah:It'sasecretfornowlove.

Tessa:Wow..

Reginah:I'llbebackokay?

ShenoddedasReginahwalkedoutofherroom.

AtBotswanaUniversityofScienceand

Technology

Haydenparkedhiscarwherethestudents



parkedtheircarsandhesteppedoutofthecar,

makingsuretolockit.

Hismindwasnotreallyinschooltoday.Hehad

donealotofthinkingthepastfewmonthsand

hewassureheknewwhathewantedtodobut

thentherewasacertainMisswhowasgoingto

givehim aproblem.

Hemadehiswaytoclass,makingsurenotto

bumpintoanyone.

Hehadahecticdayaheadandhehatedthathe

wasgoingtoattendeachandeveryclass.

Laterthatday



Haydensatdownbythechairsandtookouthis

phone.

Voice:Hello.

Hayden:Smithhere..

Voice:MrSmith..

Hayden:Iwantedtoseehowfarwitheverything?

Vocie:Everythingiscomingalongsir.

Haydencheckedhiswatch.

Hayden:I'llbethereovertheweekendsothay

thepaperworkcanbeprocessed.

Voice:Yessir.

Hayden:Good.Seeyouthen.

Hehungupandplacedhisphonedown.Kindof

funnyhowReginahslowlymadehim minimize

hissmoking.Shekeptonsayingitwasnot

goodforhertotakeinhissecondarysmoke



andthatbredthehabitofsmokingsometimes,

mostlywhenheisstressedandneveraround

her.

Hesattherethoughtfullylookingaround.Agirl

madeherwaytowherehewasandsatdown.

Her:Hi.

Hejustignoredherandtookhisstuff.

Her:MrIwastalkingtoyou..

Hayden:DidIsayIwanttohearyoutalk?

Her:fuck!(muttering)

Hisvoicehadabitofdangerthatcamewithit

andthatrenderedherspeechlessashewalked

away.Haydenknewthosetypeofgirlsandhe

wasnotinthemoodtoentertainanyofthose.It



feltgoodknowingwhathewantedtodoinlife,

inawayhehadcontrolandpower.

Hesmiled.Hehadeverythingcomingtogether.

HedialedReginah'snumber.Sheanswered

immediately.

Reginah:Hey.Howisschool?Ihopeyouarenot

bunkinglessonskanaBIUSTgotsewaFDle

gone

Hechuckled.

Hayden:Youdon'ttrustme.

Shesighed.

Reginah:Ido.Ido.Ijusywantyoutodowell,

that'sall.

Hayden:Iunderstand.Howareyou?

Reginah:I'm good.Lifemoveson.



Hayden:Sureyou'regood?

Reginah:Yes.Pleasestudytlherra.

Hayden:OfcourseDrSmith.

Reginah:WaswabaHayden.

Hayden:Itdoesn'thurttodream

babe(chuckling)Sureyou'regoodbabygirl?

Reginah:Yes.Stopworryingtlherrawena.

Hayden:Ican'tstopworryingaboutyoulove.I'll

calllatermylove.

Reginah:Okay.Iloveyou.

Hayden:IloveyouDrSmith.

Reginah:Bye.

Hehungandsmiled.Shehadnoideahow

happyshemadehim.Shehadnofuckingidea

how.

.



.

*

*

ThetargetwasnotreachedbutI'm agood

personaseveryoneknows.Thisiswherethe

journeybeginsandgetsbumpy,fastenyour

seatbeltsandshare,like,commentandtag

otherstojointhejourney.
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Atthehospital

Reginahrushedtothebathroom asthefood

shejustatecameback.

Shebentbesidesthetoiletbowlasshevomited



thefoodshejustate.

Tearsescapedhereyesasshethrewup.She

heldontotheedgeofthebowlasshestoodup

andusedthebackofherhandtowipeher

mouth.

Sheflushedthetoiletandstoodstillforafew

minutestostoptheworldfrom spinningaround

her.Shemadeherwaytothesinkwhereshe

gurgledthewatertoeliminatethefoulsmellof

vomit.Thiswaswhatshehatedthemost.

Shewashedherhandsbeforesplashingwater

onherfaceandtyingherweaveback.She

sighedandlookedatherreflectioninthemirror.

Shewasokay.Shebreathedinbeforestepping

outofthebathroom.Oneofhercolleagues

gaveheraweirdlookandsheignoreditasshe



madeherwaytotheoffice.

Sheenteredtheofficeandlockedthedoor.

Reginahsatdownonherchairandplacedher

headonthecolddesk.Sheslowlyclosedher

eyesfeelingherselfrelaxnanddriftofftoa

peacefulsleep.

AtMsSmith'shouse

MsSmithwentoverthedocuments.Well

copiesofthedocumentsherhusbandhadleft

andletherkeep.Apparentlyshewasn't

supposedtohavetheoriginaldocuments

accordingtothelawyer.Therightfulheirwhich

wasHaydenwasallowedthat.

Shereadthroughmostofthem forthe



hundredthtimeinyearsandhehadn'tlefthera

singlecentexceptforthehouseofcourse.

EverythingwasinHayden'snameandknowing

thathersonwasatickingtimebombhecan

choosetohaveherremovedfrom theboard

andthentherewasmoneyshecouldn'ttouch.

Shesighedfrustrated.

MsSmith:DamnyouSmith!Damnyou!

Shesaidpushingthedocumentationbackand

ranherhandsthroughherhair.Shedecidedto

dialherlawyer'snumber.Herlawyeranswered

immediately.

Her:Hello...

MsSmith:Hi.Iwentthroughthedocuments

againandthereisnowayIcanaccessanything?

Her:(sighing)LettieIthoughtwetalkedabout

this.Thedocumentshavenoloopholes.Your



husbandmadesure,whydidn'tyouthinkofthat

whenyoubetrayedhim?

Shesighedpinchinghernosebridge.

MsSmith:Ididn'tthink.

Her:Thenthereisnothingthatcanbedone.He

lefthissonawholelegacyworthalotofmoney

thatyoucannottouch.

MsSmith:Iknow(frustrated)I'lltalktoyoulater,I

thinkIneedawalk.

Her:Okay.

Shehungupandcoveredherfacewithher

hands.

AtReginah'splace

Reginahsteppedoutofthecartogoopenthe



gate.Sheyawnedandrubbedhereyesjustas

MsSmithgotoutofheryard.

MsSmithlookedatReginahoncethenfaced

theotherway.Sheturnedandlookedatheryet

again.

Itcouldn'tbe?Couldit?Shejustlookedather

whileshewalkedtothecarlookingalltiredand

sleepy.Shewassurehereyesweren'tdeceiving

heratall.Reginahwastootiredtonoticethat

someonewaslookingatherasshedroveinto

theyard.Sheparkedhercarandstoppedthe

engineofthecar.

Shegotherbagandgotoutofthecarheading

toherhousetounlockthedoor.

Shejustneededsleep.Nothingbutsleep.



OnceReginahwasinthehouseshethrewthe

bagonthecouchandshestartedremovingher

blousewhilemakingherwaytothebedroom.

Shegotridofthepantsandthrewherselfon

thebedwithonlyherbraandpanties.She

closedhereyesfallingintoyetanotherboutof

peacefulsleep.

AtLetso'shouse

Letsoclosedherbooksandsighed.Herexams

wereonly2monthsawayandshehaddone

whatwasnecessarytotrytoswerveawayfrom

distractions.

ThathadincludedherkindofcuttingMasa

from herlife.Thatonitsownhadbecomean



issueonitsownasMasawasnotusedtobeing

cutoff.

Sheleanedbackagainstthechairand

envisionedherselfastheadvocateshehad

alwaysdreamedofbecoming.Shejustneeded

toworkextrahardandmaybeshewillgeta

scholarshiptogostudyatHarvardUniversity.

Wellshehadoptions.ShecouldgotoUBtoo

buttherewasstillnothingwrongwithdreaming

ofgoingtoStellenboschorevenOxfordeven

CambridgeUniversity.Shejusthadtofocusand

atthispointshehadalreadygotridof

distractions.

Hermotherpeekedandshesmiled.Shealways

wantedhergirltobethebestandalthoughshe

hadnevervoiceditoutloudshewasquite

happysheendedherfriendshipwiththatvile



Masagirl.Shewasabadinfluenceonherchild,

shejustwantedherchildtopassandgopursue

medicine.Shewouldbethefirstdoctorinthe

familyifshewouldbeabletodothat.

Shewalkedaway.Letsoswitchedoffthestudy

lamp.

Letso:Letsonoboys!Justfocus,wearejust

almostnearthefinishline.

Shesaidtoherselfoverandoverasshemade

herwaytoherbed.Shegotundercoversand

laidonherback.Ifsheworkedhard,extrahard

shewouldgetascholarshipabroadandmaybe

gettomeetawhitehusband.NotthatHayden

thatMasawasafter.Shewouldfindmuchmore

handsomemenandshewillgetmarried.Live

happilyeverafter?Maybebutaslongasshe

hadherdream careershewasgoingtobefine



atthispoint.Itallrequiredfocus.

AtMasa'sHouse

Masahadlockedherselfinthebathroom asher

parentsarguedbackandforthabouther.Tears

blindedhereyesasshelookeddownather

thighs.Shehadgottenyetanotherbeatingand

hermotherwastryingtostandupforhereven

thoughsheknewthatMasawastheoneinthe

wrong.

Whatwasshegoingtodonow?Shedidn'teven

knowwhogotherpregnantandthetestkit

showedthatshewasjusttwomonthspregnant.

Wasanabortionpossibleinthisinstance?

Shejadherfinalexamsintwomonthsandshe



couldn'taffordtofail.Shewasatroublechild

butfailingwouldaddtoherparents'

disappointmentinher.

Moretearsstreameddownhercheeksasshe

coveredherfacewithherhandscryinginthe

lockedbathroom.

.

.
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AtMasa'shouse

Whenthearguingfinallysimmereddownshe

wipedhertearsandstoodupfrom thetoilet

seat.Shesplashedwateronherfacethen

unlockedthedoor.

Shequietlymadeherwaytoherbedroom and

satonthebed.Moretearsfilledhereyesand

shebitherlowerliptostopherselffrom

sobbing.

Herbedroom dooropenedandhermother

walkedin.Shelookedupandshedidn'tneeda

microscopiclenstoseethedisappointmenton

herface.Itwasthewayhereyeslookedather

andsheknewshehadreallyblunderedand

messedup.



Masa'smothersatonthebedandlookedat

Masa.Shedidn'tknowwhetetheywetnwrong

andasmuchasshelovedherdaughtershe

knewshehadreallymessedup.Notjustalittle

butalot.

MaMasa:Ithinkyoudon'tneedtohearmesay

thatI'm disappointed.

Masalookeddownatherhands,sheplayed

withherfingerssilently.

MaMasa:Idon'tknowwherewewentwrong

withyou.MaybeIwasthewrongonefor

defendingyousayingyourfatheristooharshto

you,mpolelelengwanakawheredidwego

wrong?

Masajustlookedatherhandswithtearsinher



eyes.Thetearsdroppedtoherthighsandher

mothersighed.

MaMasa:Nowthereisnousecryingoverspilt

milk.

Masanoddedwithtearsrunningdownyour

cheeks.

MaMasa:Setsebagorobetseyaanongo

ithwele(theyalreadysleptwithyounowyouare

pregnant)Whoisthefather?

Masa'sheartbeaterraticallyinherchest.

MaMasa:Kemang?(whoisit?)

Masa'slowerlipstrembledasshewondered

howshewasgoingtotellhermotherthatshe

didn'tevenknowwhogotherpregnant.

MaMasa:Masa?



Masa:M-mma?

MaMasa:kemangmongwampaye?(who

impregnatedyou?)

Masa:I-Idon-don'tknow.

MaMasa'sjawdroppedassheshookherhead

yetdisappointed.

MaMasa:You'lltellyourfathersuch.

AndhermotherjuststoodupleavingMasa

aloneinthebedroom.Sheburstintotearsyet

again.

AtReginah'splace

Thedoorknockwokeherfrom herpeaceful

slumber.Reginahstretchedherhalfnakedbody

andshecircledherfingeraroundhernavelwith



asmallsmilebeforegettingoutofbed.

Theknockingpersistedandshejustwore

anythingshecouldgetherhandson.Bythe

timeshewasdone,shewasinHayden'ssweats

andt-shirt.

Shemadeherwaytotheloungewhereshe

openedthedoor.

Themomentsheopenedthedoorshewasmet

withaslapthatresonatedinherleftear.

Sheheldhercheekinastonishmentandshe

lookedatHayden'smother.

Reginahrubbedherburningcheekwithtearsin

hereyes.



MsSmith:Iwarnedyoutostayawayfrom

Hayden..

Reginahjustlookedather.Sheclosedhereyes

forafewsecondswhilstrubbinghercheek.

Reginah:Comeinplease.

MsSmithwalkedinsideherhouseandsat

downonthecouchasReginahstoodbythe

doorusingherhandstowipehertearsbefore

headingtothecouch.

ShesatoppositeHayden'smotherandplaced

herhandsonherthighs.

Reginah:WithallduerespectMsSmithwhatdid

Idotoyou?

MsSmith:Ican'tbelieveawomanasoldasyou

isstillrunningafterateenager.



Reginahsuckedinabreath.

Reginah:Theheartwantswhatitwants.

MsSmith:Youarenothingbutanopportunistic.

Whatisagrownwomanwantingfrom a

teenagerthatshecan'tgetfrom amanherage?

Abooitiseletsaoimangwanawangwana.

Reginahlookedupholdingbacktears.No

wonderhehatedhismotherwithpassion.

Reginah:Gaelegoreotlilegonkgobakadipuo

kekopaontswelekantlo.(Ifyou'rehereto

insultme,pleaseleavemyhouse)

Shestartedtowonderwhysheevenlether

inside.Maybeshewasstupidforexpectinga

peacefultalkwithherbutthenshedisapproved

herrelationshipwithhersonbutshedidn't

knowshewaspushingHaydenaway.



Shewasnotevenathreattothewoman.Orshe

thoughtso.

MsSmith:Mxm!Gakenagoamogelaserathana

sagagokerekengwanangwanake.Otseela

goreobotlhaleakere.(Iwillneveracceptyour

childasmygrandchild.Youthinkyou'resmart)

Reginah:Gontsegagonabothata.(It'sstill

okay)[humbly]

MsSmithhadexpectedReginahtoactoutand

startfightingbutshelookedatherwithmosit

eyesexpectinghertowalkoutofherhouse.

Shedidn'tevenfightbackwhensheslappedher

andshedidn'tinsultherback.

Butneverthelessshedidn'tapproveofthe



relationshipanditwasdisgustingthatshewas

pregnantwithherson'schild.Haydenisonlya

childhimselfandshehadletherselffall

pregnant.

Awholegrownwoman.Itinfuriatedherplus

whatifshewasafterthemoney.Obviously.

Haydenisachildsoobviouslyshewasafter

money.

MsSmithstoodupandwalkedoutofthehouse.

Reginahfollowedsilentlybehindandlockedthe

door.

Sheleanedagainstitandsliddownagainstthe

doorwithtearsinhereyes.

Shecoveredhermouthwithonehandasshe

burstintotears.Shefelttheemotionstentimes



morebecauseofthehormonesanditwasnota

goodfeeling.

AtPalapye

Haydenlaidonhisbed.Hedidn'twanttoliveon

campuswhenhisfatherhadsecuredproperty

alloverthecountry.Besideslivingoncampus

wasgoingtobeabigdisadvantageespeciallyif

hewasgoingtohaveReginahover.

Speakingofher....

Hetookhisphonefrom thestandanddialed

hernumber.Itrangunansweredfivetimes.He

frowned.Shewasn'tatworkwasshe?



Hecalledagainandthistimesheanswered.

Sheclearedherthroatandforcedasmileas

shetalkedtothephone.

Reginah:Hey..

Hayden:Areyouokay?

Reginah:ofcourseI'm fine..whywouldn'tIbe?

Haydensighed.Shesoundeddifferent.

Hayden:Kediravideocall..

Reginah:Thereisnoneed.I'm justaboutto

sleep.

Hayden:Iwasn'tevenaskingyou.Kadropacall.

Heimmediatelyhungupandcalledagain.

MeanwhileReginahpattedhercheeksand



rubbedhereyesasthephonerang.She

watcheditringthenheendedthecall.

Haydencalledagainandshestillignoredit.He

hungupandafewsecondslatershesenta

message.

SweetStuff:Goodnight Iloveyou.

Hayden:Arabaphone

Sweetstuff:Karobala,Ihaveaslightheadache.

Talktomorrow

Hayden:Fine!Goodnight. ♂Iloveyoutoo.

Reginahreadthemessageandsighed.She

placedthephoneonthestandandgot

undercovers.

MeanwhileHaydensatuprightandcheckedhis



scheduleonhisphone.

Hedidn'tevenhaveanylessonsonFridayand

from PalapyetoFrancistownwastwohoursso

ifhecanstarthisjourneynow,hewillbethere

around1am.

Hequicklygotoutofbedandworehisjeans,

pickingouthistee.

Hepickedhiscarkeys,phoneandwalletand

lefttheroom.

.
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AtReginah'shouse

Haydenopenedthegatebeforejoggingtohis

car.

Hedroveinsidetheyardandparkedhiscar.It

wasalittlebitafter1am,atleasthedidn't

encounteranyproblemsontheway.

Hesteppedoutofthecarandlockedthedoor.

Hemadehiswaytothedoorandunlockedthe

housewithhissparekey.Hesilentlystepped

insidethehouseandlockedthedoor,taking

cautionnottomakeanynoisethatmightwake

herup.



Haydenwalkedthroughthedarktothe

bedroom andeventherehedidn'tswitchonthe

lights.Hegotridofhisclothesandgot

undercovers.Hejustspoonedher,restinghis

handonherstomach.

Hefrownedatthefeelofwhatseemedlikea

bumpbuthedidn'thavetheenergytowakeher

upandaskher.

Shejustcuddledintohim andhesighedrunning

hishandalongherarm.Hekissedherneckand

smiled.Maybeheshouldtellherabouthis

plansbeforeheevengoestothatmeeting.

Sheusuallydishesoutsoundadvicebuthewill

seeallofthatwhenshewakesupinthe

morning.Haydentookinherscent,hemissed

this.Holdingherjustforthefunofit.



Heclosedhiseyesandletsleepevadehim.

InTheMorning

Reginahwokeupfeelinghandsaroundher.She

slowlyturnedonlytobemetbyHaydenwho

wasfastasleep.Shegaspedsoftly.Whenand

how?

Shelookedathim onceagainandlookeddown

wherehishandswerearoundhertummy.He

shiftedstillkeepinghishandsaroundher.She

sighedandpattedhereyelids.

Theyfeltsoheavy,shejustslowlyremovedhis

handsandandmadeherwaytothebathroom

torelieveherself.



Whileinthebathroom,shesplashedherface

withwaterandfacedthemirror.Shestillhad

eyebagsanditwasgoingtobeoddwearing

makeuptoworksincesherarelyworeitreally.

Shesighedandmadeherwaytothebedroom

stillhalfnakedasshedebatedtoherself

whetherornottogotowork.

Whensheturnedafterclosingthebathroom

door,shefoundHaydenawake.

Shetuckedhermessyhairbehindherear.

Reginah:M-Morning.

Hayden:Hey,comesithere.

Shewalkedtothebedandsatbytheedgeof



thebedlookingathim.Shewantedtoaskwhen

hearrivedandwhetherhebunkedschooltobe

here.

Haydenassessedher.Itwassoobviousbut

thenwhywasshesilent?Hereyeswerethatof

apersonwhohadbeencryingalmostthewhole

night.Herubbedhischintiltinghishead

upwards.

Hayden:Gankakekagobetsa,kareha.(Iwon't

beatyou,Isaidhere)

Shesighedandclimbedthebed,sittingnextto

him.

Hejustpulledhertohim tillshewasbetween

hislegs.

Hayden:IsthereanythingyoufeelIshouldknow?



Herheartskippedabeat.Sheknewitwas

obviousbutthewordsfailedtocomeoutofher

mouth.

Hayden:Sugar?

Shelookedupathim.

Hayden:I'm talkingtoyou.

Shesighedandlookedatherbarethighs.

Hayden:Kanagakeomaneautwe?(kissingher

neck)

Shekeptquietandhejustkeptkissingherneck.

Hayden:Babe?Kanakebualewenatlhemma.

Reginah:Rra?

Hayden:IstheresomethingyoufeelIshould

know?

Reginah:uhm..yes...no...



Hayden:Whichiswhich?

Reginah:Yes.

Haydenstoppedkissingherneckandplaced

hisarmsonhershoulders.

Hayden:Talk.

Reginah:Don'tfreakout..

Hechuckled.

Hayden:Atthispointnothingfreaksmeout..

Reginah:Ihonestlythoughtthepillwasworking

well,kaobolella.

Shesaidcrossingherfingers.

Reginah:Outoftheblueweightgainandfeeling

nauseous.

Haydenthoughtbacktothattimebeforeheleft

whenhecommentedonherweightgainand

shesaidcontraceptiveshavedifferentside



effects,shewentonwithhermedical

terminologiesconvincinghim.

Hayden:Negosatwekeprevention?

Reginah:ThoughtsoatfirstbutafteryouleftI

justdecidedtocheck.

Hayden:And?

Shesuckedinadeepbreath.

Reginah:Ikindofendedupwithababy..wellnot

ababyexactly..

Haydenchuckledbeforehefrowned.

Hayden:Wasthatsohardtosay?

Reginah:Ithoughtyou'llsayit'stooearlyforkids.

Youjuststartedschool,youneedtoestablish

yourselfunlikeme.I'm alread-

Hayden:Wait.Wait.Whatdoyoumeannota

babyexactly.

Reginah:Mytummyisvisibleisn'tit?



Hayden:Prettyobvious.

Reginah:Ithinkit'salmost3andahalf

months...uhm...solike...Ihadasonogram andit

kindofrevealed....wellyouknowI'm adoctor

andthesethingsareobvious...

Hayden:Yoh!Notthemedicalterminologyagain.

Putitinlayman'sterms.

Reginah:ThescanrevealedthatI'm kindof

carryingtwins.

Hepausedandlookedather.Shelookedathim

expectingananswer.Thiswastoomuchfor

him.Sheknewthat.

Hayden:Wow!(shocked)

Reginah:Yeah...

Hismindtriedtofathom itallbuthejustlooked

ather.



Hayden:Okay.Pauseforamoment.Weare

havingtwins?

Hereyesmoistenedwithtears.Hesaidwe?He

literallysaid'we'insteadof'you'?

Hayden:Nowyou'recrying..waitspeakingof

crying,let'stalkaboutlastnight.

Reginah:Whataboutit?

Hayden:Whywereyoucrying?

Reginahusedherhandtopathereyes.

Reginah:Iwasn'tcrying,Ihadaslightheadache

andahecticday.

Hayden:Thatleavesyoureyespuffy?Isee..

Reginah:I'm notlying.

Hayden:Hmm..YoudoknowthatIknowyou.

Youreyessayitall,soIneedthetruth.Let's



startagainshallwe?

Hesmiledandshewasn'tevensmilingnow,

shehateditwhenhespokelikethis.

Reginah:Yourmother.

Hayden:Whatdidshesay?

Shenarratedthewholescenetohim ashe

clenchedhisjawlisteningtoher.Whenshewas

doneshefinallylookedathim ashisnose

flared,hisfistsballedandthefurythatswirled

inhisorbs.

Reginah:Don'tdoanythinghaste.Sheisstill

yourmother.

Hayden:Whom Itoldtostaythefuckawayfrom

you.(angry)

Reginah:Calm downH.Breath.



Hayden:Don'tgivemethatbull.

Reginah:Oomanyannayaanong?

Hesighedandkissedhercheek.

Hayden:I'm sorryokay.Ishouldn'tevenstress

you,I'm sorry.

Reginah:Cooldownandthink.

Hayden:Okay.

Herubbedherarms.

Hayden:Shouldn'tyoubegettingreadyforwork?

Reginah:Iwasthinkingofcallinginsick..

Hayden:Youlookfine.

Reginah:idon'twanttogetweirdstares,lookat

myeyesplusthesedaysIcan'tactuallykeep

fooddown.

Hayden:Howmanypeopleknow?



Reginah:Icouldn'tletpeopleknowwhenyou

didn'tknow,Iguessyourmothernoticed.I

didn'ttellher.

Hayden:Okay...weshouldgetup,you'regoingto

worksugar.I'lldropyouoff.

Reginah:Iwantedtoloungeandsleepall

day(whining)

Hayden:Wellifyouaren'tgoingtowork,then

tagalongthen.

Reginah:Where?

Hayden:You'llsee.Let'sgetup.

Reginah:Letmemakeaphonecallthen...

Shegotherphonefrom thestandandcalled

thesupervisor,explainingthagsheisn'tfeeling

well.



Oncethephonecallendedshelookedathim

andhehelpedherupleadinghertothe

bathroom.Hehadhisarmswrappedaroundher

waist.

Hayden:Howisit?

Reginah:Howiswhat?

Hayden:Thepregnancy...

Reginah:kindofweirdthatI'm carryingtwo

foetuses.

Hayden:Thedoctorinyouhadtosaythat..

Sheshrugged.

Heclosedthebathroom doorassheheadedto

theshower.Reginahopenedthetaplettingthe

watersprinkleallover.Shefeltthetemperature

ofthewater,adjustingitaccordinglytoher

liking.



Shetiedherhairupthoughitwasabitmessy.

Shegotridofherpantiesandsteppedinsideas

fogfilledthespace.Sheclosedhereyesasthe

warm waterhitherskin,takingawayheraches.

Haydensteppedinsideandwrappedhisstrong

armsaroundherwaist.Shefelthishardonand

triednottothinkaboutit.Haydenjustkissed

herbackandshesmiled.

Hayden:SoImadetwokids.

Reginah:gasepoko(laughing)

Hayden:Still...two...

Reginah:Youdon'tseem worriedabout

providingnotthatyouhaveto.

Hayden:Ihaveplans.Don'tworryaboutit.

Reginah:Iworry.

Hayden:Thendon't(kissingandsuckingonher

neck)Kanaonalegolebalagorekanaomonate.



Reginah:Wanthogakana.

Hayden:Oetsenyaeng?Sukiri?Causeit'ssweet

asfuckbabe.Somotherfuckingsweetno

wondermypulloutgamewassoweak.

Hishuskyvoicesentshiversalloverherbody

ashishandgentlymoveddownfeelingthecoils

coveringherapex.

Hayden:Ishouldtakemytimewithyouthis

weekend.

Reginah:Huh...

Hayden:Nevermind.

Heletgoandjustheldherhands.

Reginah:Whatareyoudoing?

Haydenjustplacedherhandsonthewall.She

letgoofthewallandturnedtolookathim.She



knewwhathewasthinkingofandshedidn't

havetheenergyforit.Sheblinkedher

eyelashesathim.

Hejustwhisperedinherearwhileholdingher

hands.

Hayden:Don'tbestubborn,I'm justwarmingup

andyouknowyoucan'trun...

Reginah:Smith!

Hayden:Ma?

Hesaidchucklingasheheldherhands

intertwiningthem withhis.

Hayden:Iwon'tbelong...

Hepinnedheragainstthemirrorwalland
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Atthemall

Haydenheldherhandastheywalkeddownthe

aisle,withhisotherhandholdingthefood

basket.

Hayden:Whatelse?

Reginah:Let'skeepmoving,I'llshowyou.

Hayden:Okay...



Theywalkeddownthechocolateandsweets

aisleandheturned.

Hayden:That'stoomuchsugarbabe.Aetlare

bowe.

Reginah:YouaskedmewhatIwanted.

Hayden:That'stoomuchsugar...

Reginah:Please,prettyplease..Mrjustafew

chocolateskana.

Hayden:Youcanhavefood.Properfood.

Reginah:Ketlodikgwaakere..(Iwillvomititout

though)

Hayden:Still,haish...

Reginah:Tlogela.Iwillpayforitmyself...

Hayden:Regardless.Toomuchsugarisn'tgood

foryou.I'dunderstandifyouwantedburgers

andshitbutthisamountofsugar?Youknow

better...



Hereyesgottearyasshelookedathim.

Hayden:I'm surethetearswon'tworkonme.

Wearejustgettingasingleslabofchocolate.

Reginah:It'snotenough(lowvoice)

Hayden:You'llhavetodealwithit...

Shesighedashejusttookone.Truetohisword.

Hayden:Anythingelse?

Reginah:Wagana.SureMr.

Helaughedandheldherwaist,headingtothe

counter.

Hayden:You'llbefine.

AtMsSmith'soffice



Shereceivedacallfrom herlawyerandshe

answeredimmediately.

MsSmith:Hello.

Her:Lettysomethinghappenedtoday...

MsSmith:What?

Her:Iheardfrom thegrapevinethatyourson

signedthepapers.

MsSmith'sheartskippedabeat.

MsSmith:Whatpapers?

Her:Hetookcontrolovereverythinghisfather

lefthim,from themoneytothehousestothe

differentcompanies.Eventhatone.

MsSmith:Whogavehim thepapers?

Her:(laughing)youshouldknowthatheissmart

ashellbynow.Seemslikehehasbeenkeeping

communicationwithhisfather'slawyer.



MsSmith:Heisjustachild.Howwillhemanage

allthat?

Her:Areyousayingthattostayincontroloryou

actuallybelievethat?

MsSmithwentquiet.

Her:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingdowninyour

son'sheadbutIhaveafeelingsomemassive

stuffisgoingtogodown.

MsSmith:I'lltalktohim.

Her:Okay.

Herlawyerhungupandshebitherlowerlip.

Herphoneranganditwasanunsavednumber.

MsSmith:Hello.

Voice:Checkmate!

MsSmith:Whoam Italkingto?

Voice:YouthoughtSmithhadtakenthislying



down?

MsSmith:Whoareyou?

Voice:Wellyou'llfindoutsoon.Enjoyitwhileit

lasts..

Thepersoncutthecallasherheartraced.Sh

placedherhandonherchestbreathinghard.

AtSchool

LetsobumpedintoMasawhokeptherhead

down.Masadidn'tevenlifthereyesupandkept

onwalking.

Letso:Masa....

Masaquickenedherpace.Shedidn'twantto

talktopeople.Maybetheyseerightthroughher



becauseshesawrightthroughherself.

Letsorantoher.

Letso:Masa!!

MasalookedatherandLetsonoticedtheeye

bagsaroundhereyes.

Letso:Areyouokay?

Masa:I'm fine.Bye.

MasawalkedawayandLetsosighed.Maybe

shewasstillangrythatshecutheroff.Itwas

necessary,Masawasabadinfluence.

Masajustkeptonwalkingtillshegotinsidethe

girls'toilets.Shelockedherselfinsideandburst

intotears.Everythingwasamess.Somessy

andshedidn'tknowwheretostartfixingherlife



atthispoint.Shecoveredherfacewithher

handsandburstintotears.

Laterthatday

Haydenclosedthebedroom dooronceReginah

hadfalledasleep.Heslippedhisphoneoutas

hewalkedaway,makingsureshewon'thear

him talkingtothephone.

Hayden:Hi..Iwasthinkingofstartingina

month'stime.

Voice:Sureyou'retakingoneverything?

Hayden:I'm sure.

Voice:You'reateenager.

Hayden:(chuckled)ThereisalotIcando.Atthe

momentI'lljusttakeitonfrom thesidelinesstill



makingthemajordecisions.StillonthatIalso

wantdocumentationdrawnup.

Voice:Inregardsto?

Hayden:well...

Hewalkedoutofthehousewithhishandinhis

pocketasheexplainedeverything,goinginto

detail.Themanontheothersideoftheline

paused.

Voice:Wow!

Hayden:Ineeditdrawninaweekorso,allthe

legalprocessesbypassedifnecessary.

Voice:I'llstartworkingonit.AndSmith?

Hayden:Yeah?

Voice:Congratulations.

Hayden:Thankyou.



Hehungupamdslippedhisphoneinhispocket.

Hethoughtfullylookedaroundbeforeheclosed

thedoorandwalkedoutofthegate.Hehadto

sortafewthingsout.

AtMsSmith'sHouse

Heusedhissparekeystounlockthegateand

closeditbeforehewalkedinsidethehouse

startlingMsSmith.

MsSmith:Hayden!Youscaredme.Whendis

youcomeback?Howisschool?

Shesaidbuthedidn'tseem tobeinterestedin

anychitchat.

Hesatonthecouchandtsked.



Hayden:HowcanIputthis?Stayawayfrom

Reginah.

MsSmith:Sheisnothingbutagolddigging

whore,whatdoesshewantfrom ateenager?

Haydencockedaneyebrow.

Hayden:Arewetalkingaboutyou?

ShepausedandlookedatHayden.

MsSmith:Wh-whatdoyoumean?

Hayden:Sinceweareonthesubjectofgold

diggersIwasaskingifwearereferringtoyou

becauseifwearethenwearea100%accurate.

MsSmithheldherchest.

MsSmith:Howdareyoucallmethat.Your

motherthat...

Hayden:Thenhowdareyoucallthemotherof

mychildrenagolddiggingwhore?



MsSmith:Youcan'ttalktomelikethay,I'm your

mother.Youshouldrespectandlistentome.

Hayden:Ithinkthatboatlongsailed.

MsSmith:Thatwomanisnogoodforyou.What

doesshewantfrom achild?Wholivesunder

hismother'sroof.

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:IfIwantedto,Iwould'velongmoved

out.

MsSmith:Youarestilldependentonme.I

provideforyou.

Hayden:Idon'tthinkfortoolonganyway.Iwas

toldtobecalm inapproachingthismatterbut

I'm sayingthisonelasttime.Staythehellaway

from Reginah.

MsSmith:Inevereventalktotheslut..



Haydengaveherasharplookassheswallowed

herwords.

Hayden:Really?I'm nobody'sfoolandsecondif

allyou'relyingthroughyourteeth.

MsSmith:Soyouwouldratherbelievesomeone

youhaven'tknownforlongoveryourmother?

Hayden:Believewho?Whosaidanythingabout

anyonetellingmeanything?

Sherealisedhowsheoustedherselfinthat

instant.

Hayden:Stayawayfrom her.Idon'ttrustyou

andIneverwill.

Hestoodupandwalkedtothedoor.Heturned

andlookedathismotheronemoretime.

Hayden:Andtheclockisticking.Enjoyitwhile

otlasts.



Withthatheclosedthedoorandwalkedout

leavinghismotherconfusedashell.Shedidn't

knowwhathemeantbythat.

.

.
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AtReginah'shouse



Reginahawkwardlywalkedtothekitchenwitha

heavystomachasSbahle'sEmlanjenisoftly

playedinthebackground.

Sheopenedthefridgeandtookoutfood.She

hadtomakesomethingtoeatbutshedidn't

knowwhatandshewastootiredtobestanding

infrontofthestoveformorethantenminutes.

Sheplacedtheveggiesbackinthefridgeand

walkedbacktothecouchwhereshesatonthe

couchandplacedherfeetonthetable,closing

hereyeslisteningtothesoftbeatofthecurrent

songplaying.Shewashonestlyexcitedabout

herpregnancy.Shecouldn'twaittomeether

children.

Sherubbedhertummyaffectionatelywitha

smallsmileonherlips.



Reginah:Ialreadyloveyoutwo...(chuckling)Be

goodformetillyouarriveandI'lltakecareof

youguys.

HerphonerangandshefrownedseeingScott's

name.Shejustanswered.

Reginah:Hello...

Scott:Hello,howareyou?

Reginah:Fineandyou?

Scott:Okay.Iwasjustcheckingonyou,askif

you'refeelingfineoryouneedanything.

Reginahwasconfused.

Reginah:I'm fine,thankyoufortheconcern.Bye.

Shehungupandclosedhereyeswithasmall

smilesingingalong.



Sotholanaemlanjeni

As'dibaneemlanjeni

As'hlanganeemlanjenimylove

As'hlanganeemlanjenimylove

Hauisokalamilingithumeleumlayezo

As'hlanganeemlanjenimylove

Sotholaneemlanjenimylove

As'dibaneemlanjenimylove

Hauisokalamilingithumeleumlayezo

As'hlanganeemlanjenimylove

Uchocolatehauizint'ezimnandi

Unemenay'diohs'thamelumthunziwelanga

Uthandolwethuolwamzukwana

Impiloyamingekeibeluthophandlekwakho

Ngicelaungibambemylovengibambe



S'velesambemyloveasambe

Inhliziyoyamieyakhouthandolwami

lungangolwandlee

MeanwhileHayden'scarparkedinsidetheyard.

Hewalkedtothedoorandpausedlisteningto

thesoftmusicshewasplaying.Hesmiled.

Heunlockedthedoorwithhiskeyandopened

thedoor.Reginahopenedoneeyethenshe

smiledwidelyseeingitwashim.

Reginah:Hey..

Hayden:Babymama...

Hewalkedtothecouchandkissedhersoftlips.

Hebitherlowerlipandplacedhishandsonher

tummy.Shesmiledlookingintohiseyes.



Hayden:Haveyoueaten?

Reginah:Notyet.Iwaslazytocook.

Hayden:Theymakeyousotired.

Reginah:Ican'twaittogivebirthhonestly.

Hesmiledandkissedhercheek.Hehelpedher

stand.

Reginah:What?

Hayden:Let'sgomakesomethingtoeatfirst

sugar..

Heledhertothekitchenholdingherwaist.

Reginah:Semesterbreakehelaleng?

Hayden:Inaweek.Iwanttospendtimewithmy

woman,skampotsakasekolo..

Reginah:Okay...



Hepickedherupandplacedheronthecounter.

Hayden:WhatdoyouwanttoeatDrSmith?

Reginah:Uhm...anything..

Hayden:You'repicky,youwon'teatanything.I

knowyou...

Reginah:Thosechickenwingsyouusuallymake,

goeasyonthespicesmme.

Hayden:Onitmam..

Heplacedhishandsagainsthersidesand

kissedheragain,moredeeplythistime.He

brokeit.

Hayden:Iloveyouokay?

Shenodded

Reginah:Iloveyoumore.Canyougetmemy

phone?



Hayden:Sure...

Hewenttotheloungeandpickedupherphone.

Oncehewasbackinthekitchenhehandedit

backtoher.

Reginah:Thankyou..

Shemovedherlegsupanddown,pressingher

phonessHaydengotbusywithtakingoutthe

meatandthemarinate.

Hayden:Chickenwingsand?

Shelookedupandpaused.

Reginah:Uhm...spaghettiandasalad.

Hayden:Sure?

Reginah:Grateloadsofcheeseintothesalad.

Uhm urgle...ohyeahicecream.Icangetstarted

ontheicecream now,whilewaitingforyou.



Sheflashedherprettyeyesathim asheopened

thefreezertakingoutthetub.

Reginah:Thewholetubisfine.

Hayden:AsifI'llletyou..

Hetookoutthebowlandscoopingspoon.He

accuratelyputinthreefullscoopsandReginah

wasn'tsmiling.

Reginah:Atleastfiveee...

Hayden:Areyoutakingitorleavingit?

Shepouted.

Reginah:Fine.

Heplacedateaspooninsideandhandedher

thebowl.

Reginah:Thanks.



Shegotstartedoneatingherdessertwhile

Haydendefrostedthewings.

AtMsSmith'shouse

Shetriedaccessingthecompanyaccountsbut

shecouldn't.Shehasbeentryingtogetaccess

tothem sinceyesterdayandshehadbeen

failingdismally.

Shedialedthefinancialmanager'snumberand

heansweredimmediately.

Him:MsSmithhowcanIbeofassistance?

MsSmith:Hi,I'vebeentryingtogetaccessto

thecompanyaccountsbutitkeepinsayingI

don'thavepermissiontodoso.



Themansighed.

Him:Youhavebeenblockedfrom accessingthe

accounts.

MsSmith:What?Why?

Him:Thatwasarequestfrom theownerofthe

companyandthereisnothingIcando.Havea

goodday.

MsSmith:Wh-

Thephonelinewentdeadandshefrusttatedly

stooduprunningherhandsthroughherhair.

Whatthehellwashappening?Shewastheone

runningthecompany,shedidn'tunderstand.

Thatwastheonlyplacewhereshecouldtake

moneyfreelysinceKennedydecidedtoleave

everythinginHayden'sname.Stupidifyouask



her.Heknewnothingandshewassureshe

didn'tknowhisfatherleftthingsinhisname

andshehopeditwouldstaythatway.

Therewasnousecallingherlawyer.Onlythis

housewasinhername,nothingmorenothing

lessandshehatedKennedyforthat.Shereally

did.

Shepacedupanddownbitinghernails

wonderinghowthehellshewassupposedto

getaccesstothemoneynow?

AtReginah'shouse

Reginahsippedonjuicewhilescrollingthrough

facebookwhenshepaused.Shelookedatthe

picturehepostedandhehadhischinonher



hairhidinghereyeswithasexysmileonhislips.

Shereactedonthepictureafterreadingthe

caption," Sugar"

Shesmiledandsharedthepictureonher

Facebookwallandplacedthephonedownas

hedishedupforthebothofthem.

Haydenfinallylookeduponcehewasdone.

Hayden:Thankyouforyourpatience.

Hehelpedheroffthecounterandledhertothe

lounge.

Hayden:Sitdown.I'llbebackwiththefood.

Reginah:Okay.

Hecamebackminuteslaterholdingtwoplates.



Hayden:Oneforyou..

Shelookedattheplatethenathim.

Hayden:What?

Reginah:Moremeat,atleastthreemorepieces.

Hayden:Walapisa.

Reginah:Isthemeatfinished?

Hayden:I...knowwhat,takemymeat.

Shesmiled.

Reginah:Thankyou.

Shestartedwithhismeatliterallytakingallthe

piecesbeforeshefocusedonherplateoffood.

Haydenwantedtobeangrybuthefounditcute.

Reallycutebesidesshehadtofeedherselfand

twomorepeople.



Heplacedhisplatedownandwatchedher.

Maybenowmightbetheperfecttimetotellher?

Reginahinnocentlylookedupwithsauceson

herlips,sheusedherthumbtotryandwipe

them off.

Reginah:Istheresomethingwrong?Gakeje

sentle?

Hayden:No,eat..

Reginah:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Hayden:Likewhat?

Reginah:Idon'tknow.Isitbecausekegojetse

nama?

Helaughed.

Hayden:No...

Reginah:Okay...



Shecontinuedeatinghermealwithasmileon

herfacetillshewasdone.Shelickedherlips,

tastingthesaucesfrom thewingsthensmiled

lookingathim.

Reginah:Alldone.

Hayden:Letmeputtheseinthesinkandwait

formeinthebedroom.Iwanttodosomething.

Reginah:Somethinglike?

Hayden:Justgo..

Hehelpedherstandonherfeetandwatched

herdisappeartothebedroom whilehewentto

puttheplatesinthesink.Heleanedagainstthe

counterandsighed.

Heropinionmatteredawholelotandhedidn't

knowhowshewasgoingtotakeit.Hejust



hopedshewasn'tgoingtoblowafuseor

something,healreadyhadalottodealwithin

regardstoeverythinghehasbeendoingthe

past3months.

Haydenmadehiswaytothebedroom and

headedtothebathroom wherehegotasmall

washingbasinthenfilleditwithwater,atowel

andopenedthecabinettogettherazor.

Reginahlookedupfrom herphone.

Reginah:Whatareyoudoing?

Hayden:Liedown...

Sheraisedhereyebrowstolookathim.

Hayden:Iwon'tbelong..

Hesaidasheplacedthestuffonthebedand



shejustlookedathim.

Hayden:Canyoutouchyourtoes?

Reginah:Unfortunatelyno,willbeabletodothat

threemonthslater..

Hayden:ThenliedownDrSmith.Please.

Shereluctantlylaiddownandliftedherheadto

lookathim.

Hejustgotbetweenherlegsandshefrowned.

Reginah:Kantemmeodirang?

Hayden:You'llsee..

Heopenedherlegsandremovedherpanties.

Hedippedtheshavingrazorinthewaterbefore

wipingitwiththetowel.



Hayden:Sitstill,Idon'twanttocutyou.

Reginah:Youdon'thavetodothat..

Hayden:Whogotyoupregnant?

Shesighed.

Reginah:Youdid.

Hayden:Exactly.Sitstill,Iwon'ttakelong.

Hestartedshavingoffherpubichair,being

gentleasheposisblycanwiththerazor.Once

hewasdoneherdippedtowelinthewaterand

wipedherclean.Hegothardlookingather

cleanshavenpussyandhehadtoholdback.

Hewasgoingtotireherout.

Hayden:I'm donesugar.

Reginah:Thankyou..



Hejustplacedhishandsbetweenherthighs

andlookedupather.

Hayden:ThereissomethingIneedtotellyou....

.

.

*
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AtReginah'sHouse



Reginahgotoutoftheshowerandwrappedher

bodywithatowel.

Shesighed.Maybesheoverreactedanddidn't

quitehearwhathewantedtosaytoher.

Shewalkedtothebedroom andsatonthebed.

Herphonewasn'tevenhereinthebedroom

maybesheshouldcallhim.Hedidsayheis

goingouthewillbacksoshewillwait.

Shecheckedthetime.Whatcanshedointhe

meantime?

Shesatdownthinking,shedidn'twanttothink

deeplyaboutHaydenandwhathesaid,shewill

waitforhim toexplainfurthersinceitseemsas

ifhehadalottosay.

Reginah:Tessa.



CheckingonTessawouldbeagoodidea.She

won'ttakelong,shewillbebackbeforeHayden

comesback.

AtDoll'splace

Haydenparkedhiscarandmadehiswaytothe

door,passingthepuppiesthathadalreadygot

usedtohispresence.

Heknockedonthedoortwotimesbeforeshe

openedthedoor.Hermarblebrowneyesthat

werecoveredwithsoftlongeyelasheslitup

whenshesawhim.

Her:Youwereserious?

Hayden:Iwas,canIcomein?



Her:Ofcourse...

Hewalkedinsideandtheysharedahugbefore

helethergo.

Her:Youseem togroweveryday...

Hayden:Unlikesomepeople,I'm notstuckinthe

sameplace.

Her:WhateverHayden.Imadefood,doyou

wanttoeat?

Hayden:Iatealready...

Theyheadedtotheloungeareawhereshehad

papersspreadoutonthefloor.

Hayden:Someonehasbeenbusyplanning.

Her:Andyoumightblowitidiot...whatdidyou

saytoherkante?

Hayden:Justtheleavingschoolpart...



Her:Shemustbereallysensitive...

Haydensmiled.

Hayden:You'llmeetherBlair.

Blair:Finallyhecallsmebyname..mxm..lookat

thesepictures,whichoneistherightvenue?

Helookedatallofthepictures,pickingthefirst

one.

Hayden:What'sthenameofthisplace?

Blair:PickHayden.

Helookedatallthepicturesonceagain.Trying

tomakesureitwassomethingReginahwould

love.

Hayden:Thisone...

Hepickedupthephotographthathadagarden



ofroses.

Blair:Perfect,uhm...theme..urgsinceit'sroses

makeherwearapinkdress...

Hayden:Okay.

Blair:Andbeforethatmakesureyouintroduce

us..you'rekeepingherinthedark.

Hayden:Youdon'tknowher,opelwanathata

andsomethingsyouneedtoapproachthem

withcautionaroundher.

Blair:Nowongadisitsengwetsiyarona..mxm.

Hayden:Shewillbefine.

Thedooropenedandamanwholookedlike

Hayden'sfathersteppedin.Blairesmiled.

Finallyherbrotherreunitedthem withtheir

nephew.TheyknewLettywasevilbuttokeep

aninnocentboyfrom hisfather'sfamilywas

alsotoolowforherbutitdidn'tmatternowat



thispoint.

Hayden:Cane...

Cane:Heyson..whatareyouguysdoing?

Blair:Ijoo,letmeexcusemyself.Hiandbyebro...

Shewalkedaway.Haydencouldn'tbelievethat

him meetinghisfather'slawyerthreemonths

agoledhim toreconnectingwithhisuncleand

auntonceagain.Thedayhisfatherwenttojail

itwasliketheydisappearedtooandhehad

neverseenthem eversince.

Toknowthathisauntwasalmosthis

girlfriend'sagewascrazyonit'sownbuthe

knewtheywillgetonwell,thehardpartwas

tellingher.Canesatdownandlookedat

Hayden.Haydenwasthetruereplicaofhis

olderbrotherandhewoulddoallthatwaswell



inhispowertoguidehim andbethereforhis

brother'sson.

Cane:Kanayoudidn'tsayexactlywhatwas

happening?

Haydenlaughed.

Hayden:Wellshedoesn'thavefamily..

Cane:Youshould'veintroducedusamonth

ago...

Haydenrubbedhishead.

Hayden:Sooninaweekorso.

Cane:Andfrom whatyou'vetoldme,keepher

awayfrom yourmother..

Hayden:Trustme.I'm doingmybesttokeepher

awayfrom her.Idon'ttrustheraroundReginah..

Cane:Youareyourfather'ssonthroughand

through.



Haydenchuckledandcheckedhiswatch.

Hayden:IthinkIneedtogo.TellBlairthatIsaid

byeandI'llcallyouguyswhenIcomeherewith

her.

Cane:Alright.Drivesafely.

HaydenstoodupandwalkedoutwhileCane

smiled.Hisfatherwouldbeproud.Hemightbe

youngbuthehadthatdeterminationand

ambitioninhiseyes.ThatConstruction

companywasgoingtobeasuccessandhe

lovedthathewantedtobuildhisownlegacy

insteadoflivingoffhisfather's.

Speakingofhisfather'slegacy,hestillhadto

sortthatvilewomanLettyout.Itwasanadded

advantagethatherownsondetestedherand



hehadgivenhim fullcontrolofhisfather's

company.OfcourseHaydenwasstillthemajor

shareholderandhecoulddothat.

ItwasenoughtoshowLettythatshehad

playeddirtyandtheycanalsoplaydirty.Justto

avengeKennedy.Itwasherfaultthathewas

gone.

Blairwalkedoutandsatonthecouch.

Blair:SeeingHaydenmakesmemissKen.

Cane:Metoo.Hehasnoideaheishisfather's

son.

Blair:Thedominanceheexudesisdefinitely

Ken's.Retlagomotsegaakere?

Cane:Mhmm...asyoungasheisheiseven

expecting...(laughing)

Blair:Youwouldswearheisnot19.Heisso



matureaboutit.

Cane:Ihaveafeelingweshouldthankhis

girlfriendforthat.

Blair:(laughing)Yep.She'sadoctorakere?

Cane:Yes.Gaaseleselehela..

Blair:Ija...Isearchedheruponfacebookebile,o

montlegore..

Cane:Healwayssaysthat...

Blair:TheirkidswillbebeautifulandIwillbea..a

greatauntright?

Henodded.Blairwasnotgoingtostoptalking.

AttheHospital

Reginahrubbedhertummyasshemadeher

waytoTessa'shospitalroom.



Herheartbrokeintotinypiecesatthesightof

thelittlegirl.Shehadgottensoweakoverthe

pasttwomonthsandwithnodonorspopping

up,itwashardtokeepherstableattimes.

Shesatnexttoherbedandheldherhand.

Reginah:HeyTess...

Tessa'seyelidsflutteredweaklyasasmall

smilecreptuponhertinyface.

Tessa:H-hi..

Reginahrubbedherhand.

Reginah:Don'tspeakangel,Icametocheckup

onyou.

TessagaveReginahagratefullook.Tearsfilled

Reginah'seyes,shecouldn'tevenbeginto

imaginehowherparentsarefeeling.



Reginah:Angeljustholdonokay?

Tessanoddedweakly.

Reginah:Hisplansarenotourplans.Hehas

keptyouthisfarangel,keepfighting.

Somethingwillcomeupsoon.Ipromiseokay?

Tessanoddedbeforesheclosedhereyes.A

tearrolleddownReginah'scheekasshelooked

atTessa'sfrailbody.

Shequicklywipeditawaywithherthumband

kissedherforehead.

Reginah:I'llcomebytomorrowangel...

SheletgoofTessa'shandandlookedather.

ShewalkedoutandTessajustlaidonthebed.



Gratefulforthevisitfrom theprettydoctor.She

didn'tevenaskaboutthebabiesbutshewas

suretheywerefine.

Tessa'sparentswalkedinshortly.Hermother

heldbacktears.Thiswasnolongertheir

Theresa.Shehadlostallfaithanditwasgetting

hardeachandeverydaytoseetheirdaughter

likethis.

RaTessajustheldhiswife'shandwithout

sayingaword.

.

.
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AtReginah'shouse

Reginahparkedhercarasherheartskippeda

beat.

Shesuckedinadeepbreathandgotoutofthe

car,makingsuretolockit.

Trepidationsetinasshewalkedtothedoor,

wellawarethathewasbackandshewasn't

reallysupposedtodriveherselfanywhere

becausehewantedhertobesafeatalltimes.

SheopenedthedoorandfoundHaydensitting

onthecouch.



Hayden:Hey,you'recalm now?

Shenodded.

Hayden:Comesithere...

Shesatdownonthecarpetbetweenhislegsas

heheundidhertightbun,runninghishands

throughherhair.Sheclosedhereyesrelaxing.

Hekissedthetopofherhead.

Hayden:Let'scontinueourearlierconversation

okaysugar?

Shenoddedyetagain.

Hayden:Iknowyouvalueeducationbuttercup

andI'm notdisputingit'simportancebutIwas

justgoingthroughschool.Idon'thavethe



passionforit...

Reginah:Ihearyou,howdidyougetthefunding?

Hesighed.

Hayden:RememberthatdayIaskedyouto

accompanyme?

Reginah:Youleftmeinthecar..

Hayden:Iwasmeetingwithmyfather'slawyer,I

signedthepapersacceptingallthatheleftme.

Shecranedherheadatanangletolookathim.

Reginah:Waitwhat?

Hayden:I'm thesoleheirofeverythingmyfather

onceowned.Includingthecompanymymother

istryingtoruntotheground.

Reginah:Balancemehere,you'rerich?

Hayden:Seemslikeit..



Reginah:Soyouleftschooljustlikethat?

Hayden:NotyetbutI'm planningto..

Reginah:Howwillthiswork?

Hetookhistimetolayouthisbusinessplanto

herandhesawapartofheragreeingbutshe

didn'twanttoshowit.

Reginahsuckedinadeepbreath.

Reginah:Butsinceyou'reintoconstructionyour

courseisfine..

Hayden:Civilengineering?

Reginah:Ee...sinceyou'remrsmartypantayou

canalsotakeaparttimebusinesscourseoran

onlineone...combinethoseskills.Kanakoyadi

holidaysandstuffyoucanoverseeeverything

atthecompanyandtaketrips...Howisthat?

Hayden:I'llthinkaboutit..



Reginah:Youreallydon'thavetoleaveschool,I

meanitalsoincreasesyourcredibilityinterms

ofyouknowingwhatyou'redoing.Having

workedinaconstructioncompany,beingacivil

engineerandknowingwhatthehellissupposed

tobedone.Beingabletogothroughthe

companybooksbecauseyoustudiedbusiness

managementandfinance...It'sawinwin...

Hayden:You'resmartyouknowthat?

Reginah:Ihopethesebabieawillbesmarter.

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Thereismore..

Reginah:o-k(unsure)

Hayden:Ialsoreconnectedwithmyuncleand

aunt.

Herfacelitup.



Reginah:That'snice.I'm happyforyou..

Therewasalsoanunderlyingsadtoneinher

voice.

Hayden:YoutookitbetterthanIexpected.I

thoughtyou'llflipsayingIkeptitfrom you.

Reginah:Maybeyouneededtimetobesure

aboutthem,familyisimportantandI'm glad

youreconnectedwiththem andhavepeoplein

yourcorner.

Hayden:Ialsohaveyou..Youandthosetwins

aremyfamilytoo.

Shesmiled.

Reginah:SeemsliketheonlyfamilyI'lleverhave.

Hayden:You'lleverneed.Don'tbesad.I'm here

tostaymami,don'tdoubtmyloveforyou..

Reginah:I'm not..



Hekissedherneck.

Hayden:Iwanttointroduceyouguys.

Reginah:WhatwilltheysaywhentheyknowI'm

olderthanyou?

Hayden:Theyarenotbotheredbythat,relax...

Reginah:Okay.

Hayden:Andwetalkedaboutyoudriving

yourselfangel...

Reginah:Itwasforagoodcause,youremember

thelittlegirlItoldyouabout?

Hayden:Yes?

Reginah:Herhealthisdeterioratingsorapidly

andsheissuchabrightchild(withtearsinher

eyes)Therearenodonors,it'sjustsad.

Hayden:Trynottoworryaboutitmylove,she

willbeokay.



Reginah:It'sbeenayearofhopingand...

Hayden:Don'tstressyourself,you'llstressthe

babiestoo..

Hemassagedhershoulderstryingtocalm her

down.

AtMasa'shome

Masalookedatherpregnanttummy.Shewas

fivemonthsalongandeverydayatschoolshe

wouldheartheharshwhispers.

EvenLetsohadjoinedinonthegossipandat

somepointshefeltlikethewallswereclosing

inonher.Herfamilyhadaccepteditandthe

factthathermotherhadblatantlyrefusedfor

herroabortwasalsoanotherissue.



Shesaidshecould'vethoughtaboutpregnancy

themomentsheopenedherlegsformenso

therewasnochildofherswhowasdoingan

abortion.

Shelookedathertabletsandshookherhead.

AtleastshewillgivebirthbeforetheUniversity

opensright?Thatwayshecanbemoreserious

withlifeanddowhatneedstobedone.

Thequestionwaswhowasherbabydaddy?

Shewenttothecalendarandcheckedtheday

ofpossibleconception.

Shewentthroughhercontactlistandpaused

onthename.Maybeshewaswrong.Hewasa

dangerousmanand...



Shebitherlowerlipandplacedherphoneaway.

Sheopenedherbiologynotebookandstudied

forthefollowingday'spaper3biologyexam.

RaMasastoodbythedoorandhewatchedher

studying.Hewasdisappointedbuthehoped

shelearnyherlessonandthatshewilldowellin

herexams.

HeopenedthedoorwiderandandMasatook

offherreadingglasses.Theonesshenever

woreoutsidetheconfinementsoftheirhouse

becauseshedidn'twantpeopletothinkshe

wasanerd.Tothem shewantedtobe'thatgirl'

RaMasa:Comesithere.



Shestoodupandsatnexttoherdad.

Hehuggedherandthetearsflowed.

Masa:Isweardad,Iwillneverrepeatthesame

mistake.

RaMasa:Juststudyokay?(sighing)Iwon'tsay

youmadeamistakebecausewhatyoudidwas

aconsciousdecisionbutyoulearnfrom your

wrongsright?

Shenodded.

RaMasa:Don'tstressandstudy,youareleft

withonlyafewweekstobedonewithyour

BGCSE.

Heheldherinthequietnessoftheroom.

AtLetso'sHouse



Letsowentthroughhersocialsandpaused

whenshesawHayden'spicturewithalady.She

waswearingscrubsandhehadhidhereyes

withhishands.

Shehatedtoadmitthathewasgoodlooking

butnowshewasfocusedonstudyinglawand

findingawhitemanabroad.

Theyseemedliketheywouldn'tstresshertoo

much.

Outofcuriositysinceshewasdonestudying

shewentthroughMasa'sprofilewithherfake

account.Shehadn'tpostedanythinginawhile.

Everyoneinschoolknewshewaspregnantand

theycalledherawhore.

Shesmiled.Relievedthatshehaddisconnected



herselffrom suchnegativeenergy.Imagine

beingassociatedwithsuchatacrucialtime.

Sheusedtobelostshem.Shetriedtofindthe

picturesMasausedtopostofthem together

buttherewerenone.Itwasjustherprofile

pictureandcoverphoto.Shewasreallybeing

scarcebutthatdidn'tchangethefactthatshe

wasawhore..

Sheshookherhead.Shewasn'tevensureifshe

wasgoingtopassherexams.Pregnancyand

schoolwereneveragoodcombinationinmost

cases.

.

.

*

*
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AtReginah'shouse

ReginahlaughedholdingontoHayden's

shoulders.

Reginah:You'retootall..

Hayden:Steponmyfeet.

Reginah:Becareful..

Haydenheldherphoneinonehandchanging

thecurrentsongplayingassheheldontohis

torsoforbalance.Heplacedhischinontopof

herheadstillscrollingthroughtheplaylist

lookingforabettersong.Hepausedand



clickedonthesong..

Itstartedplayingthroughthespeakersandshe

smiledblushing

Reginah:Wow!

Hayden:You'renottiredareyou?(softly)

Reginah:Nope..

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundherbulgingwaist

asTresor'sSondelaplayed.

Heliftedherheadlookingintohereyes.

Hayden:Iloveyouokay?

Hekissedhersoftlipsbrieflyashemoved

holdingher.

Theydancedwithsmallintimatesmilesin

brtweenandsweetkisses,maintainingeye



contact.Whowould'vethoughtthisyoungman

herewouldmakeherhappy.

Hayden: Ijustwantedyoutoknowmysmile

belongstoyou

Sondelakumi

Hesangalongasshesmiled...

Theyjustconnectedwithnowordsutterred.

ThesongendedandSoaMatrix'sUthando

playednext.

Sheheldhim tightlyandhesmiledkissingher

head.

Hayden:Whatareyougoingtonamethem?

Reginah:Ifwe'rehavingagirlandaboy...uhm

you'llnametheboy..ThegirlIwouldgowith



AveryCersiseSmith.

Hayden:Cerise?Isn'tthatacolour?

Reginah:Itisthisniceshadeofpinkyeah..

Hayden:Weird..butwhatisshehatespink?

Reginah:Shewouldhavetolovethecolour..

Hayden:otlontshwenyetsabanawena(You're

goingtogivemykidsahardtime)

Shelaughedplacingherheadonhischest.

Reginah:Iftheothertwinisaboywhatareyou

naminghim?

Hayden:SmithHaydenJr..

Reginah:Emapele...heisgoingtouseyourfirst

nameashislast?

Hayden:Bothofthem..

Reginah:Letmeseeifit'snice.AveryCerise

Hayden..(shepaused)AveryCeriseSmith...



Shelookedathim.

Reginah:Nope...useSmith...UseSmith...your

nameisprettybutasalastnameitdoesn'tcut

it.

Hayden:We'llseewhowinsintheend.

Reginah:I'm theonecarryingthesetwofornine

monthssoyouMrSmithbetterlistentome.

Hayden:Whateversugar.DidItellyoumyaunt

anduncle'snames?

Reginah:Youactuallydidn't.

Hayden:CaneandBlairSmith.

Reginah:Blair?Itsoundsfamiliar.

Hayden:Doesit?

Reginah:Yeah..

Thenextmorning



ReginahmoanedsoftlyasHaydenmadeslow

lovetoherpregnantbody.Hewassogentle

withherandmadesuresheenjoyedeachand

everystrokehegaveher.

Reginah:I-aaah...mh...

Hefrenchkissedherasshebecameundone

underhim.Hefollowedshortlybeforepulling

out.

Hebitherlowerlip.

Hayden:Morningangel.

Sheblushedunderhisintesnegaze.

Reginah:M-morning..

Herolledtothesidebeforepullinghertohim.

Hewasn'twillingtoloseheroveranythingand

asoddasitmayseem,hegenuinelylovedher.

Heck,hewasevenreadytosettledownwithher.

AtSchool



Masapulleddownherjerseyasshesatdown

onthedesk.Sheopenedherbiologynotebook,

spillingtherevisionpapersinthemiddleonto

thwcoldfloor.

Flustered,shebentdowntopickthepapersand

placedthem backonthedesk.Shelooked

aroundandsawLetsowithherstudybuddies

lookingatherandlaughingoutloud.

Tearblurredhervisionandshelookeddownat

thepapersanddustedthem.Sheopenedthe

firstpageasthewhispersgotlouder.

Girl1:Shedoesn'tknowherbabydaddydoes

she?

Letso:Nope.Jangtota?Ijoolet'sreadguys,bio

gaebonolo.



Girl2:Must..

Theywentbacktotheirwhisperingasatearfell

onMasa'spaper.Sheusedherhandstoquickly

wipehertearsawayandsuckedinadeep

breath.Silentlyprayingthepaperwon'tbehard

andshewillbeabletoscoregoodmarks.AB

wouldsufficeatthispoint.

MeanwhileLetsostoleaglanceatMasawhose

eyesweregluedontoherbook.Sherolledher

eyesasshediscussedsomepracticequestions

withherstudymates,crackingjokeshereand

there.

Laterthatday

Masawalkedalonefrom theschooltuckshop



withherheaddownwhenshebumpedinto

Letsoandherpiefelldown.

Masa:Ohsorry...

Letso:Watchwhereyou'regoing..

Masa:Ermma.

Shewalkedawayandpausedlookingatthepie

ontheground.Itwasuselessnow,shesighed.

Sheneverknewapersoncouldchangethis

much.TheLetsosheknewwasdowntoearth

butthisonewastoopridefulandshedidn't

havetheenergytoaddressit,theywereno

longerthatclose.Letsohadmadesureofthat.

Girl:Sorry..excuseme..(runningtowardsMasa)

Masapausedandlookedatthegirl,silently

prayingshewasn'toneofthosepeoplewho

wasgoingtohumiliateher.Itwasbadshe



disappointedherparentsbutnoweveryonewas

talkingabouther.

Girl:Hi,Tilly...

Masa:H-hi..Idon'tthinkIknowyou..

Tilly:Youdon'tbutfullnameisMatildaanyhowI

sawwhatshedid..

Masa:Whatwhodid?

Tilly:Letso..

WelleveryoneknewLetso,shewasalwaysin

thetoptenandwasthebeststudentinEnglish

Literature.

Masa:Probablyexam stress..

Tillyrolledhereyes.

Tilly:Pie..let'sgobuythatpiehmm...

Masa:It'sokay,I'm notthathungry.

Tilly:From nowonwearefriendshmm?



Masa:ijoo(laughing)Youdon'tevenknowmy

name.

Tilly:Otlampolellaakere..

Masa:Masa.

Tilly:Okay,let'sgomma.Tlagaoreswelaosa

ja..(Youmightdieonusifyoudon'teat)

Masalaughedfollowingherbacktothe

tuckshop,whereMatildapurchasedtwopies

andtwojuicecans.ShegaveMasaoneofeach

andlookedaroundforshade.

Tilly:Therearechairsthatside,Bioekwalwaka

2akere?

Masa:Ee...

Theyheadedinthatdirectionandsatdown.

Tilly:IfIcouldmakeitpasttheseexamshela..

Masa:Stressintopofstress...



Tilly:Whatcoursewhereyouthinkingof?

Masasighedandleanedback,shewasfeeling

hotbutshewouldneverremovethejersey.

Everyonewasgoingtolookatherbumpandit

wassurprisingthatTillydidn'tmentionit.

Masa:BachelorofScienceinFinancial

Engineering..

Tilly:Yoh.Fancycourse.Owainnayoo,Iwas

thinkingofnursing(laughing)Ilovehospitals

andI'm notthatbrighttostudyPharmacyor

evenMedicinesoyah..

Masa:IalsothoughtI'm notbrightbutyoucan

surpriseyourselfyouknow...

Tillyshrugged.

Tilly:Puresciencesaretortureyoh.

Masa:Twoweeksleft..

Tilly:Ilikeyou.

Masa:I'm abadinfluence..



Tilly:I'm abadinfluencetoo(laughing)eatup

mma...

Masa:Thankyou.

Tilly:Everyonedeservesalittlebitofkindness...

Masashookherheadwithasmile.

.

.

Afewdayslater
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AtSchool

TillytookMasa'sbagfrom herandwalkedout

oftheschoolwithher.



Tilly:Yourdadiscomingtopickyouup?

Masa:Mmhmm..let'swaitbythegateandthank

you.

Tilly:It'snothing.Mathswashard.

Masa:Notreally.

Tilly:smartypants.

Masa:Whatever..

AcarstoppedandMasa'sdadrolleddownthe

window.

Masa:Byeandseeyoutomorrow.

Tilly:Byyeee!

Masatookherbagandwalkedtothecar,

openingthepassengerdoor.

Masa:Dumelang!



RaMasa:Hello,howwasyourday?

Masa:GoodIguess...

RaMass:Maths?

Masa:Itwasokay.Maybeketlatswaka

sengwe..

RaMasa:Okay..

Hehandedherchipsandchickenandshe

smiled.

Masa:Thankyou.

Henoddedanddroveoff.

AtReginah'shouse

Haydentiedherhairthenheletitfalldown

again.



Reginah:Stopit,letmedoit..

Shepickedaribbonandtiedherhairintoapuff,

ashercateyelikeeyesbecamemoreapparent.

Sheworeherearringsandsmiled.

Reginah:Done...I'm nervous.

Hayden:Don'tbe...Thereisstillmorefamily

from myfather'ssidebutjustgettoknowmy

auntanduncle.Astimegoesonwewillmeet

theotherrelatives.

Reginah:BathoIhopetheydon'tjudgemeand

sayI'm afteryourmoney.

Hayden:Theyarenotmymother.Babeyou'rea

wholedoctor,youworkforyourownmoney.

Standupandturnaround..

Hehelpedherstandonherfeetandturnedher

around.



Hayden:Ihaveahotbabymama.DamnI'm

lucky.

Reginah:Stopit..

Heheldherwaistandkissedherlips.

Hayden:Aquickone.

Reginah:Let'sgo,wemightbelate...

Haydensighedandheldherwaistleadingher

outofthebedroom.

Attheoffice

Lettylookedatthecomputerscreeandsighed.

Itwasuselessbeingherewhenshecouldn't

accessthefinances.Atthispointsheknew

Haydenwasangryatherforwhatshedidto

Reginahbutshestillstoodherground.She



didn'twantthatwomanforherson,Hayden

wouldcomearound.

Noonecanbeangryattheirparentsforthis

long,itwasjustastage.Hewaseventually

goingtoforgiveheronceherealizedthetruth

himself.

Theofficedooropenedandhersecretary

walkedin.

MsSmith:Whatitis?

Her:Tomorrowmorningthereisanemergency

shareholdermeeting.

MsSmith:What?Whyam Iknowingaboutit

now?Andwhocalledthmeetingwithoutmy

permission?

Her:Ijustgotthememo,apparentlythe

shaereholders...



MsSmithranherhandsthroughherhairin

worry.Shedidn'tknowwhythemeetingwas

calledandshewasunpreparedtoo.

MsSmith:Thankyou...

Hersecretarywalkedoutandsheleanedback.

AtCane'shouse

HaydenparkedhiscarandheldReginah'shand.

Hayden:Ready?Calm?

Reginah:Yes...

Hegotoutofthecarfirstandwalkedtoher

sideopeningthedoorforher.Hewasleavingin

threedayssohehadtomakesureshehother



surprisetoo.

Theyheldhandsandhelockedthedoor.The

twowalkedtothedoorandHaydenknocked.

Blairopenedthedoorwithahugeasssmile.

Blair:Hiiii..(inasqueakyvoice)

Reginah:Hello..

Hayden:Aren'tyougoingtoletusinDoll?

Blairrolledhereyes.

Blair:Wehaveaguest.Don'tmindhim(to

Reginah)

Shejustsmiled.

Reginah:Alreadyusedtohim.

Theybothwalkedinsideandsatdownnextto

eachother.

Blair:uhm Canewillbehereinafewhours,heis

stillsortingafewthingsout.



Hayden:Gotit.BabethisisBlair,Blairthisis....

Helookedatherandsmiled.

Hayden:Mylifeline...

BlairsmiledandReginahblushed.

Reginah:You'rebeingcheesy..

Blair:Nicetomeetyoulifeline...

Reginah:Mxm,thenameisReginah..(shelooked

atHayden)

Blair:You'rebeautiful.

Reginah:Thankyou.

Blair:Serious.You'renoteventrying..

Hayden:Whatdoyouwanttoeat?(whisperingin

herear)

Reginah:AnythingIguess...

Blairwatchedthem forafewseconds.There



wasnothingforcedandofyoudidn'tknowtheir

agesyouwouldswearHaydenistheolderone

betweenthetwo.Itwassoopenand

transparent.Shecouldn'twaitwiththesurprise

hehadaskedhertoplan.

Haydenwalkedoutleavingthetwoladiesinthe

room.

Blair:So...I'veheardyou'readoctor.

Reginahwantedtotuckherhairbehindherear

whensherealiseditwasinapuffandshe

placedherhanfsdownonherlap.

Reginah:Iactualllyam..

Blair:Andhowdidyouendupwithhim?

Haydenstuckhisheadoutfeom thekitchen.

Hayden:Don'ttellherbabe,dikgangtsabatho

Blair..

Reginah:Let'ssayit'scomplicated.Inagood



waythough.

Blair:NowIwon'tgetthejuicyinformation

becausehesaidso..

Hayden:You'renotsqueezunginformationout

ofmygirlfriendwhenI'm here(laughing)

Blair:Tsamaelakoo.Areyouexpectkngagirlor

aboy?

Reginah:Wewantedthegendertobeasurprise,

sogareitsetota.

ThedooropenedandCanesteppedin.He

paused,takinginthenewprettyface.Wow.She

wasbeautifulinperson.

Blairlookedatherbrotherashesuckedina

breathlookingatReginah.

Cane:Hello...(softly)



Reginah:Hi...

Haydenwalkedoutofthekitchenjustholdinga

bowloficecream forher.

Regianhsmiledtakingthebowlfrom him

lookingintohiseyes.

Shelookeddownandmovedthespooninthe

bowl.

Hayden:Hello...babethisismyuncleCaneand

CanethisisReginah.

Cane:Nicetomeetyou.

Reginah:Likewise...

AtLetso'shouse

Letso'sfingerhoveredoverMasa'snumberand

sheunblockedit.Shedecidedtotakeariskand



shecalledher.

Thephonerangforafewminutesbeforeshe

answered.

Masa:Hello?

Letso:Hi...

Masa:Kebualemang?(whoam Italkingto?)

Letsosighed.Shedeletedhernumberorwas

sheplayingdumb?

Letso:KeLetso.

Masa:HiLetso.Idon'tthinkyoushouldbe

talkingtome,I'm abadinfluenceoveryourlife

andIwouldn'twanttotaintyourbrightfuture.

Justkeepmynumberblockedlikeyouhave

doneoverthepastfewmonths.Nohard

feelingsright?Enjoyyourlifeandallthebestin

yourexams.



Beforeshecouldrespond,Masahadalready

hungup.Shetriedherphonebutitdidn'tgo

throughthistime.

.

.

*

*

*

Myapologies.Ifellasleep.Restbafethu!Rest!

Rest!
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AtCane'shouse

Reginahlaughedastheyretoldstoriesfrom

whenHaydenwasyoungerwithhisfatherstill

present.

Shepinchedhischeekandheswattedherhand

off.

Reginah:Bathongosetoutogore...

Blaire:Lookathim now..

Reginahsmiled.Theywerecool.Reallycool.

ShenoticedthatMsSmithwasn'tmentioned

andshedidn'twanttoenquireaboutthatand

spoilthemoment.

Sheplacedbothherhandsonthecouchand

stoodup.



Reginah:Whereisthebathroom?

Blairequicklystoodup.

Blaire:Letmegoshowyou..

Reginah:Thanks.

Thetwoleftandleftthemenintheroom and

Haydenleanedbacklookingathisuncle.

Cane:Sheisbeautiful..

Hayden:Shereallyis,Iwouldkillforher.

CanelookedatHaydenagainwhowasn't

smilingwhenhesaidthat.Hedidn'thaveany

doubtaboutthat.

Cane:A-asyoushould.

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Yep.Soabouttomorrow'smeeting...



Justlikethatthetwomenstartedtalkingabout

businessandfinance.Heexplainedtohisuncle

thatheisnotabouttofreezehissponsorship

anytimesooneventhouggthecompanywillbe

running.HisConstructionCompanywasn't

knownbuthewasgivingitapproximatelyfive

yearstobagindealsworthoverhalfamillion.

Heknewwhathewasdoingandthemerefact

thathehadsecuredofficespace,startedto

reconstructthatofficespacetofithisliking.

AtMasa'splace

Sheclosedheraccountingexercisebookand

wenttoFacebook.SheblockedLetsofrom

viewingherprofilesoshewasn'tgoingtosee

anything.



Whenapersonshowsyoutheirtruecolours,

youshouldbestbelievethem andrunifthey

aren'thecolourayouexpect.

Shepausedandwenttothesearchbar

searchingupherpoasiblebabydaddies.The

factthatshewasn'tevensurewhoimpregnated

herwasfrustrating.

Shetriedtojoghermemory.Threedifferent

meninaspanofaweek.Afterthissheis

stayingawayfrom men,shewasstupidand

urg....

Shepickedupthescanandstartedcounting

dayslookingathercalendar.

Shestoppedataparticulardate,pausedthen



stooduptogolookforherdiaryinthe

wardrobe.

Shepickedthediaryandwenttothedateonher

diary.Therewasapossibilityofitnotbeing

accuratebutshemustjusttrusthergutfeeling.

Shereadtheentryonthatexactdate.

'DearMasa'sDiary

Todaywasonewildday.Iwasoutwiththisguy,

apparentlyheisdangerousandallbutheliked

me.HeresembledmythencrushandwellI

thoughtmyeyesweredeceivingme..'

Shestoppedreadingandsuckedinadeep

breath.Thepastthreemonthshavebeen

peacefulbutshehopedtheywon'tflipthistime.

Shecrossedherfingersandclosedherbooks.



Shewalkedoutoftheroom andwenttothe

loungewhereherparentsweresitted.Shesat

downandhermotherlookedather.

MaMasa:You'redonestudying?Youwantfood?

Sheshookherhead.

MaMasa:Talttousthenoryoualsowantto

watchtv?

Shesmiledabit.Theyhavebeennothingbut

supportiveandshedidn'twanttohaveto

disappointthem thesecondtimearound.

Masa:IthinkIknowwhoimpregnatedme.

Herfathersquintedhiseyeslookingatheras



hermotherraisedaperfecteyebrow.

AtCane'splace

Hayden:Thankyouguysforhavingus,Ithinkwe

shouldgetgoing.

Blair:Pleasedocomeagain.

Reginah:I'lltry.

Cane:Haveasafejourney.

Hayden:Surewill,bye.

HefistbumpedwithhisuncleandhuggedBlair.

BlairhuggedReginah.

Blair:I'm comingoverforlunch(whispering)

Reginahchuckledwithalittlesmileonherface.

Reginah:Ofcourse,I'llsendthe



address(whisperingback)

Haydenlookedatthetwoladieswhispering

backandforth.

Hayden:Yoh,Blair...

Blair:Possessivemuch..

BlairletgoofReginahandsmiled.

Cane:Don'tforgetanddon'tlethim be

late(lookingatReginah)

Sheblinkedinconfusionbutnodded.

Reginah:Okay.Gosiamebathong.

Haydenheldherwaistandtheysteppedoutof

thehouseheadingtothecar.

Reginah:Yourfamilyisnicegore.



Hayden:Youthreedeservefamilyhmm..(kissing

hercheek)

Reginah:Thankyou.

Hayden:Ineedaproperthankyou(holdingher

handandplacingitoverhisboner)

Shequicklyremovedherhandgiggling.

Reginah:Mxm.Ija!

Hayden:Soprettyladyyou'regonnahavetodo

muchbetterthanasimplethankyou.

Reginah:You'realwayshorny..

Hayden:Whowouldn'tbe?Imeanlookat

you(softlykissingherlips)

Reginah:Mxm.Iloveyouokay?(placingherhand

onhischeek)

Haydensmirked.



Hayden:Oratwakenna.MyveryownDrSmith..

Shejustshookherhead.

Reginah:Let'sgo,Iwanttoliedownbutbefore

thatIwantafullbodymassage.

Hayden:Youlikedemandingforstuffmmeo

ganakaditsame..

Reginah:Akoonneoitshwara.

Hayden:Let'sgoDrSmith..

Heheldherwaistleadinghertothecar.

AtMasa'shome

HerparentssilentlylistenedtoMasaasshe

toldthem whatshesuspected.Theywereway

pastthebeingangrystageandatthispoint

theyweren'tshook.



Masastoppedtalkingandlookedatherparents

whoweresilentlylookingbackather.Her

fatherhadablankexpressionandhermother's

eyesshoweddisappointmentbutshehad

relentedandbythelooksofthingsshewasn't

sureabouttheirresponse.

RaMasa:Osure?

Shenoddedwithapoundingheart.Herfather

sighed.

RaMasa:Ineedastiffdrink.

Hermotherquicklystoodupandheadedtothe

kitchenwheresheopenedthecabinetandthe

freezer.Shetookoutaglass,whiskeyandice.



Shepreparedhisdrinkandwentbacktothe

lounge,handingittohim.

Hedrankthewholeglassinsecondsand

placeditonthetable.

RaMasa:We'llsendaletterthen...

.

.

*

*

*
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AtTheHospital



Tessalaidonherbackasshegaspedforbreath.

Atthatexactthatmomentshesawherlife

flashingbeforehereyes.Therewasnoonein

thedarkhospitalroom andshesworeshewas

abouttotakeherlastbreath.

Shegurgledonbloodasitleakedfrom her

mouth.Sheknewherhearthadholesandblood

couldn'tcirculatewell.Atthispointshewas

abouttoclosehereyeswhenthedooropened

abruptly.Shetriedtokeephertearyeyesopen

andthenurserushedtothebedasthe

machinesbeepedloudly.Shetookherlast

breath,sayingasilentprayerofthanks.

"Tessa!Tessa!"



Sheopenedhereyesasherparentsshookher.

Itwasalljustadream.Alljustadream.She

blinkedandhermotherwipedhertearsaway.

MaTessa:Howareyoubaby?(panicked)

Tessabreathedheavilythroughthemachines

lookingathermother.Thatdream wasscary

andthethoughtofdyinghurther.Shecoughed

ashermotherhelpedhersitupright.

RaTessaatthispointdidn'tknowhowtoreact.

Theytookeachdayasitcame.

Tessaheldthesheetstightly,stillstartledby

herveryterriblenightmare.Itseemedasof

deathwasloomingintheshadows.Itwasn'tas

brightasitusedtobe,herfaithwasslowly

runningoutiffaithcouldrunout.



Moretearsrandownhercheeksassheweakly

placedherhandoverhermalfunctioningheart.

MaTessa'slipsquiveredasshesawthe

hopelessnessinTessa'sbigeyes.Theywereno

longerthatbrightandshecouldn'tbeartosee

herdaughterinthatcondition.

Howcantheybestrong?Shewastiredofbeing

strong.Shecouldn'tbestrong.Shesilently

walkedoutwithherhandoverhermouthandas

soonasshewalkedoutofthehospitalroom,

shebrokedownintotears.

RaTessajustheldhisolderdaughter'shand

withoutsayingathing.Theyhadrunoutof

reassuringwordstosayanditwasjustgoingto

lookdeceitfuloftheysaidallwillbewellwhen

clearlytheoddswereagainstthem.



Thefollowingmorning

AtLetso'shouse

Letsograbbedanappleasshewalkedoutof

thwhousewithherbackpack.Shewasgoingto

catchataxitoschoolandstudy.

Theyhadanearlygroupstudysessionandshe

wassureshewasgoingtoacethattest.She

madeherwaytothetaxistopandwaited.More

thantenminutespassedwithnotaxiinsight.

MeanwhileMasasatnexttoherdadinthecar.

Hehasbeensilenteversinceshetoldhim last

night.Shehadexpectedhim tocallhera

disappointment,asolidreactionbutshegot

nothing.



TheypassedbythestopandshesawLetso.

Herfatherlookedather.

RaMasa:IsthatLetso?

Masa:Yes(lowvoice)

Hereversedhiscar.

RaMasa:She'syourfriendright?

Masa:Notanymore...

Helookedather.

Masa:It'salongstory.Youcanpickherup,

mostprobablygagonaditaxiandshemightbe

late.Wouldn'twantthebrightchildtofailher

examswouldwe?

Herfathercouldhearthesarcasm andhe



parkedbythesideoftheroad.Herolleddown

thewindowandlookedatLetso.

Letso:Dumelang(respectfully)

RaMasa:Hellomychild,getin..

Letso:Thankyou..

LetsogotinsideandsatnexttoMasawho

movedtothewindowandstaredoutside.

Letso:Hi.

Masaignoredherasherfathersilentlydrove

them toschool.OncetheyarrivedLetso

thankedMasa'sdadonceagainasshestepped

out.

Masa:Byedadandhaveaniceday.

Masafinallysaidasshesteppedoutholding



herbag.Itwasabitheavybutshewasa

studentfirstbeforeshegotherselfinthis

predicament.

LetsowaitedforMasa.

Letso:Wecanwalktogethertoclass...

Masasighed.

Masa:WearenolongerfriendsLetso.Stayaway

from me...

AndjustlikethatMasawalkedaway,dragging

herswollenfeettotheschoolgatewheretheir

bagsweresearchedbeforetheycouldheadto

theirclasses.

SomehowitfeltweirdwhenMasagaveherthe

coldshoulder.Letsoshrugged.Besidesit'snot

likesheisthatsmart.Mostprobablybecause



shecutherofffirstandnowshewantstoseem

betterthanher.

MasaarrivedinclassandimmediatelyTilly

draggedherchairtoherdesk.

Tilly:Helloyou..

Masa:Hey..Howwasyournight?

Tilly:Ngimestress(holdingherheadinherhand)

Masa:Youandmeboth..

Tilly:Stressisnotgoodforthebaby...(raisingan

eyebrow)canIfeelthebabykick?

Masalaughedcoveringhermouth.

Masa:Shekickssometimes..

Tilly:It'sashe(clappingher

hands)Congratulationssis...SoI'm goingtobea

godmother..Uh..justlikemakgoagotwemy



godsonmygoddaughter..

Masa:wapekawaitse..

Tilly:Didyoueat?

Masa:Mhmm...mom sometimesforcesfood

downmythroatkana..Anyhowlet'sstudy...

TheugotbusybeforeLetsoandherstudy

buddieswalkedinclass.Letsostoleaglanceat

Masawhowastappingthepencilonthepaper

withasmileasTillysaidsomething.She

replacedherlikethat?Whatafriendshewas...

AtReginah'splace

Reginahstretchedherbodyassheyawned.Her

muscleswerelesstenseandshewas

revitalized.Hayden'shandsdidtheirjobandhe

hadtosexher.Hejusthadto.



Haydenwalkedoutofthebathroom witha

towelwrappedaroundhistorso.Shelookedat

histattoos.

Reginah:Whytattoos?

Hayden:Morningsugar..

Reginah:Morning(softly)

Hayden:Howwasyoursleep?Ihopethey

weren'ttroublingyousweetness...

Reginah:Notatall.Thankyou..

Hemadehiswaytothebedandfrenchkissed

herlips,tiltingherheadforward.

Heslightlybenoverthebedkissinghermuch

moredeeply.Hebrokethekissandlookedinto

hereyeswithasmallsmile.



Hayden:HaveItoldyouthatIloveyou?

Shenoddedandhepeckedherlips,

straighteningup.

Hewatchedherwalkawaytothewardrobe

wherehewentthroughtheclothesthere.

Hayden:Babe?

Reginahplacedherhandsoverhertummy.

Reginah:Hmm?

Hayden:Arealltheclotheshereironed?

Reginah:Yes..Areyoulookingforanything?Ican

helpyoulookforit..

Helookedatherwithasmile.Shewasliterally

everythingandmore.Whowould'veguessed...



Reginah:Wakae?

Hayden:Acertainmeetingmylove..

Reginah:Youcould'vetoldmeandIwould've

madebreakfastforyou..

Hayden:Youdon'thaveto.Justrest,I'llbeback

intwohours..

Reginah:AllthebestMrSmith..

Hayden:ThankyouDrSmith..

Shewatchedhim getdressedashecasually

worethoseblackpantsandawhiteshiry.He

tuckeditinlightlyandhedidn'tevenbuttonit

up.

Reginah:Youlookhot..

Hechuckled.

Hayden:IfmyladysaysI'm hotthenImustbe

hellafine..(smirking)



Hecombedhishairandsprayedhiscologne

sparinglylettingthestrongmasculinescent

lingerintheair.

Hemadehiswaytothebedwhereshewasstill

layingdown.

Hayden:Iloveyouguysokay?

Herubbedhertummyandkissedherneck,she

inhaledhisscent.

Hayden:WhenIcomeback,youshouldbeoutof

bedandyoushould'vetakenabathbabe.I'm

notdebating..

Reginah:I'm tired...

Hayden:It'snothealthytobeinbedthewhole

daysugar...(kissinghercheek)ok?



Reginah:Haydenn!

Hayden:Iwasn'tdiscussingitsweetness..

Reginah:Smith!!

Hayden:Don'tSmithmeDrSmith.Youshould've

takenabathbythetimeIcomeback..

Reginah:Fine..

Hayden:Youlikebeingabigbaby..Iloveyou.

Reginah:Iloveyou...

Hefrenchkissedherlipsonemoretimebefore

hestraightenedupandmadehiswaytothe

door.

TheminutehewalkedoutReginahclosedher

eyesandfellintoanotherboutofsleep.

.

.

*



*

*

Forever&Always

*27*

AtReginah'shouse

Shewalkedoutofthebathroom andfounda

dressonthebed.

Reginah:Oh..

Itwaskindofcutebutwhatwastheoccasion?

Haydensteppedintheroom andsmiled.

Hayden:Getdressed.I'llbeinthelounge.



Justlikethathewalkedoutleavingherinthe

bedroom.

Shesatdownandstartedapplyinglotiontoher

nudebody.

MeanwhiletherewasadoorknockandHayden

wenttoopenthwdoor.

Blair:MoveSmith,wedon'thavetime..

Shewalkedinfollowedbythreemoreladies.

TheladiesgreetedHaydenandBlairrolledher

eyes.

Blair:Girlswedon'thavetime.ThegoodDr

needstobedolledup.Smithwhichroom isit?



Hegaveherdirections.

Blair:Goknockonthatdoorandsheshouldn't

leavethatroom tillsheisbeautiful.

Hayden:Shebetterbe...

Blair:Trustyourauntlittleone..

Shesaidholdinghisshoulderandhechuckled.

Themakeupladiestookonelastglanceat

Hayden.Hewaslikethosemenwhograced

magazinecoversandforsuretheladyislucky

tohavesuch.

TheymadetheirwaytoReginah'sbedroom

whileBlairsatdownwithHayden.

Blair:Doessheknowhowluckysheis?

Hayden:I'm theluckyoneinthiscase....

Blair:Ncoaah...



Hayden:Shutup!

Blair:Ican'twaittobeanaunt...

Hayden:Whowould'vethoughtIwouldbehere

likeayearlater?

Blair:Shedoesn'tknowit'smorethanjusta

photoshootright?

Hayden:Shedoesn'tevenknowthereisa

photoshoot.

Blair:You'refullofsurprisesHayden.

Hayden:Doll,youshouldknowmebetterthan

that.

Blairlaughedastheycontinuedtalking.

Reginahwenttoopenthedoorasshetiedher

robelooselyoverherbump.Shefrownedwhen

threeladieswalkedinsidetheroom.



Reginah:I-I...

Lady1:Hellomam,wecametodoyourmakeup..

Reginah:Makeup?

Lady2:Andhair...

Reginahwalkedtothedressingtableanddialed

Hayden'snumber.

Reginah:Babe...

Sherubbedhertummyasshetalkedtohim.

Hayden:Areyoudone?

Reginah:Whoarethesepeople?

Hayden:Theycametodollyouupsugar...Hand

theladythephonesweetheart..



Shedidso.

Hayden:Makesureshewalksoutofthatroom

lookinglikeaprincess..

Lady1:Yessir.

Hayden:Handherthephone.

Reginah:Wherearewegoing?

Hayden:Letthem dotheirjobangelokay?Ilove

you..

Hehungupandshesighedsittingdown.

Thethirdladylookedatherdressandatthe

others.

Lady3:Shouldshegetdressedfirst?

Lady1:Ithinkso...Let'shelphergetintothe

dressthenstartonherhairandmakeup.



Reginahsatdownonthebedasoneofthe

ladiestookthedressandinspecteditthroughly

toseeifitwasfine.

Lady1:Let'sgetstartedmam...

Attheoffice

Canewalkedinsidetheofficethatwashis.He

foundLettyrelaxedonthechairandhe

chuckled.

Cane:Sisterinlawwemeetagain..

MsSmith:Youbastard..

Cane:Iknow.Iknow...

MsSmith:Youpoisonedmysonagainstme.He

willchangehisdecisionandhowthehelldoes

heknowheisthemajorshareholder?



Canelaughed.Thekindofevillaughthatgave

someonegoosebumpsandnotthegoodkindof

goosebumps.

Cane:Youunderestimateyourson.Heismuch

moresmarterthanyouthink.Heknewallalong,

Ididn'teventellhim...

MsSmith:You'relying...letswagomolowa

akerelonaBabirwa?

Canelaughedandheldhischestinmockpain.

Cane:Bitternessmakesyoulookuglysis...

MsSmith:I'm notyoursister..

Cane:Wellyouarerightaboutthat.Family

doesn'tstabeachother'sbacksandIdon'tkeep

suchasfamily..ShouldIcallsecuritytoescort

youout?

MsSmith:Haydenwouldneverdothistome.I

am hismotherit'sallyourfault.It'sthatwitch's



fault(screaming)

Cane:Now,nowdon'tcauseascene..

MsSmith:Iwillgetyouforthis.Itisnotover.

Notbyalongshot...

Shegrabbedherbagandlefttheroom.Cane

sighedandwalkedtothedesk.Heslippedhis

handsinhispocketsandlookedattheview.

Hewasstepsawayfrom makingtheSmith

legacygreatagain.Wellnotentirelyhim.The

brainsofeverythingwasstillbusybuthewas

comingalongjustfine.

Cane:TheSmithdynastywillrisefrom the

ashesagain...



Hegaveanevilsmileasthebrightsunshone

towardstheglasswindow.

AtReginah'shouse

HaydentappedhisshoeimpatientlyasBlair

wentthroughpostsonFacebook.

Blair:Shewillbedone.Trustmetlhe...

Hayden:Ido..

Minuteslaterthemakeupladiesmadetheir

waytothelounge.

Lady1:We'redone..

Blair:Okay..Ithinkwe'lltakeitfrom here.

Hayden:Wait...Ineedtoseethattheydidtheir

jobs.

Blair:Bemyguest...



Haydenstoodupandmadehiswaytothe

bedroom.Hestoppedbythedoor.

Hayden:BabeshouldIcomein?

Reginah:Yessir...

Heopenedthedoorandsteppedrightinside.

Hepausedandlookedatheronce,twiceand

thethirdtime.

Heputhisfistinhismouthindisbelief.Reginah

lookedathim thenatherselfinthemirrorand

sheflutteredhereyelashes.Shehadneverhad

artificialeyelashesbeforebecausesherelied

onhernaturalbeautyandifshedidmakeupit

wasjustmascara.

Haydenlookedatheroncemoreandsuckedin



abreath.Damn!

Reginah:You'reoutofwords?

Heknewshewasastunnerbutthemakeup

andhowtheystyledherhairmadeherlooklike

aprincess.Literally.Thedressdidn'tmakeit

anybetter.WellshewastheQueenofhiscastle

butdamnher.

Hewalkedtoherandhelpedherstandonher

feet.

Hayden:Myreallifeprincess..(softly)Fuck!

You'regorgeousmylove.

Reginah:Thankyou..

Hemaintainedeyecontactwithherandshe

blushedandlookedaway.



Hayden:Iloveyou..NowIfeelunder

dressed...lookatyou..

Heheldheratarm'slengthandtwirledher

aroundasshelaughed.

Reginah:Stooop!(giggling)

Hayden:Iloveyoudidyouknowthat?

Reginah:Yess...

Hepulledhertohim andheldherclose.

Hayden:IpromiseyouthatIwon'thurtyou..

Reginah:Ididn'tknowyoucouldmakemeso

happy...

Hayden:Youchangedme(chuckling)Istill

rememberyousayingthatIshouldlookatyou

likeasister..

Reginahlaughed.

Hayden:Imeanprincess,IlikedyouandIalways



getwhatIwant...

Reginah:Mxm..

Hayden:Don'tforgetthatIwillloveyouto

eternity.

Reginah:Don'tmakepromisesyoucan'tkeep...

Hayden:Imeanit..You'remyforeverandalways

Regie...

Sheplacedherheadonhischestandhelooked

ather.

Reginah:Relax.It'swaterproof..IloveyouMr

Smith..

Heindulgedinthemomentandheldherclose,

kissingthetopofherhead.

.

.
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AtReginah'shouse

Hebrokethehugandkissedherlipssoftly

beforeherubbedhislipstowipethelipstickoff.

Hayden:Weshouldgetgoingsugar..



Reginah:Wherearewegoing?

Hayden:It'sasurpriseokaymylove...

Reginah:Todayisfullofsurprises.Gakalebala..

Haydencockedaneyebrow.

Reginah:Mychocolatesduh..

Hayden:Heish..

Reginah:Iwantthem mestah..

Hayden:Eemma..

HaydenandReginahwalkedintotheloungeand

Blairwasgone.Sosheleft.Hisphonevibrated

inhispocket.

Doll:Thedriverwillbethereinfive.Ilefttogo

checkonthefinaltouches.I'm thebest

photographersoduh,I'lltakethe

photos..uhm...whatelse?Yeahthefoodiscool.

Yoursurpriseisalsogoingtobedocumented



sowe'resetmyguy..

Heslippedthephonebackinhispockets.

Hayden:Letmegogetthechocolateforyou

hmm..

Reginah:Thereischocolateinthehouse?

Hayden:Yeah.It'soutofreachforyou.

Reginah:BoloiH.

Haydenlaughedmakinghiswaytothekitchen

whereheopenedthecupbaordandtookaslab

ofchocolatefrom thetopshelf.

Reginahstayedputrubbinghertummywhile

shemovedherlegsupanddownlookingather

nocesandals.

Hayden:Tshwara..(handingherthechocolate)



Reginah:Eone?

Hayden:Areyoutakingitorleavingit?

Reginah:I'lltakeit...

Shetookitfrom him andopenedthefoil.She

grinnedasshetookabitefrom thechocolate.

Hayden:Ejesentle..(eatitproperly)

Reginah:Tswamogonna(leavemealone)

Hayde:Whateverthatfloatsyourboatpretty

lady.

WhilesheatethechocolateHaydenblocked

Reginahfrom seeinghispostsonFacebook

andhestartedpostinglittlehintsonhis

timeline.

Heplacedhisphonedownwhentherewasa



doorknock.

Hewenttogetthedoorandthechauffeur

greetedhim.

Hayden:Babe?

Shestoppedbitingandlookedathim.

Reginah:Yes?

Hayden:Wehavetogo..

Reginah:Okay.

Shegotupbeforelookingathim.

Reginah:Letmegogetmyphone.DoIneeda

purse?

Hayden:Nope..

Shemadeherwaytothebedroom andcame

backminuteslaterpressingherphone.She

tookhisphoneastheywalkedoutofthehouse.



Reginah:Ohmyflippingosh!Youh-hiredacar.

Mydream car?

Hayden:Ikindofdid...

Thechauffeuropenedthedoorforbothofthem

andHaydenhelpedReginahgetinsidethecar

beforehesatnexttoher.

Haydenfixedherseatbeltandhisbefore

placinghishandonherthighandpressedhis

phone.Hewentthroughthecommentsand

chuckledlookingatRegiewhohadnoidea

aboutwhatwashappening.

HereadhisearlierFacebookpostwherehehad

postedhersmilinginpinkscrubsbeforeshe

gotpregnant.

"DrSmith "



Hereadthecommentsonthepostandlaughed.

Comment1:Heeareyousureyou're19?Or

you'replayingwithus?

Comment2:Shiid! Nnyaammekeene

bathong..

Comment3: Lebaselahakae?

Comment4: What'shernamebathong?

Comment5:Shawtyhislilboothing..sheiscute

aah.. Mygee

HelookedatRegiebeforeheuploadedanother

Facebookstatusofboththeirhandsonher

tummy.

" ♀Nothingbutstresshere "

Heplacedhisphonedownandlookedather.

Reginah:Ontibileeng?(whyareyoulookingat



me?)

Hayden:Just..

Reginah:Ijah.

Hekissedhercheekasshepushedhim away

laughing.

Hayden:Gatwengneh...

Reginah:Tswamogonna..

Hefacepalmedlaughing.

AtMsSmith'shouse

Sheparkedhercarandjustplacedherheadon

thesteeringwheel.Everythingjustcrumbled.

Justlikethat.

It'slikeherlifeisremotecontrolledandone

minuteshehaditallthenextshelostitall.How?



Shehadeverythingfiguredout.Themoney,the

riches,hersonwasmisbehavingbuthestill

consideredherashismotherbutnowhewasa

strangertoher.

Shedidn'twronghim.Sowhy?Sheclosedher

eyesbeforesheopenedthem again.Itmustbe

Reginah.Eversinceshestartedtodateher

youngsoneverythingwentsouthfrom

there...nowondershehatedher.

Evenherbeingpregnantdidn'tevenmoveher.

Notatall.Shewillfindawaytogetitallandbe

atthetopagain.Thiswasn'tthelastofherand

Canebetternotthinkhewon.Shewillavenge

herself.Soon.



Atthevenue

Thecarparkedandthechauffeuropenedthe

doorforthelovelycouple.

Haydensteppedoutfirstandhelpedthelovely

ladytogetoutofthecar.

Reginah:Wherearewe?

Hayden:Somewhere...come..

Heheldherhandleadingherthroughthesmall

gateofthemysteriousvenue.

Hayden:Closeyoureyessugar.

Reginah:Okay.



Hejustwalkedbehindherandplacedhishands

overhereyes.Sheinhaledhiscologne.

Reginah:Yousmellgood.

Hayden:Iknowbabe.

Reginah:Mxm..

Hayden:Keepwalking...

Heslowlyguidedherandhewassurprised

himselfwhenhelookedatthewholesetup.

Blairhadreallygoneallout.Itwassomething

forthebooks.

Hestoppedstillkeepinghishandsoverher

eyes.

Reginah:CanIopenmyeyes?

Hayden:Inaminute.YouknowthatIloveyou

right?

Reginah:Yes..



Hayden:Andyou'reimportantinmyliferight?

Reginah:what'sgoingon?(worried)

Hayden:Youknowthatright?

Reginah:Yesbabe...

Heremovedhishandsandsheopenedhereyes.

Theynearlypoppedoutoftheirsocketsas

tearsblurredhereyesandshelookeduptonot

letthetearsfall.

Reginah:OhmyGod!

Hayden:Babe..

Shelookedaroundnoticingthewaytheymade

naturelooksobeautifulwiththepickaesthetic

accentuatedbythepinkrosesandtheygother

dressedinpink.



Thechairsthathadittybitsofflowersandthe

gorgeoustablesetting...

Shepausedandlookedatthegreengrass.

Therewerepetalsonthegroundtooandthey

seemedtospelloutsomething.Shewalked

towardsthepinkpetalsasHaydenslippedhis

handsinhispockets.

Reginah:Willyoum-ohmyGod!(withashaky

voice)

Hayden:Readitall...

Reginahfannedherfaceasherheartbeat

erraticallyinherchest.

Reginah:Wi-willyoum-marryme?

Sheturnedaroundandfoundthe19yearold

wholiterallyhadhishandsinhishandsonhis



kneesholdingaring.

Shesobadlywantedtosob.Thiswastoomuch.

Hayden:Willyou?

Shecoveredhermouthcrying,unawareofBlair

whohadbeentakingphotoseversincethey

steppedinthearea..

Haydenlookedatherasmoretearsstreamed

downhercheeks.Shedidn'tknowwhattosay.

Shesuckedinadeepbreathandextendedher

handnoddingherhead.

Hayden:Yes(punchingtheair)

Heslippedtheringonherfingerbefore



standingupandholdingherclose.

Hayden:Thankyou...

Reginah:Y-youdidn'thavet-todoallthe-

se(crying)Anythingsimplewould'vebeenokay...

Hayden:Walla?

Reginah:I-Ij-just...

Hayden:Comehere...

Shecriedsoftlyagainsthischestasherubbed

herback.Hefellforthemostsimplestwomen

ofallandspoilingherwasahugethingfor

her..Hekissedthetopofherhead.

Hayden:Heybaby..youdeserveifokay?

Shenodded.

Hayden:ThankyouDrSmith..

Shesmiledtearfullylookingupathim.



Reginah:Youre-reallyplannedthisforme?

Hayden:Yes..andyoulooklikeaprincesstoday...

Blaircameoutofhidingwithahugesmileon

herface..

Blair:Nowthat'sou-

Reginahlookedatherandshelaughed.

Blair:Congratssisandwelcometothe

fam...nowsisIknowyou'rehappyand

emotionalbecausethisonedecidedtobethe

mostromanticmanoftheyearbutIneedyou

tosmilebabyforthecamera..ourshootbegins..

HaydenrolledhiseyeslaughingandReginah

laughedsoftly.ThatwasBlairandshewas

goingtohavetogetusedtoherloud

personality.



Blair:Don'tforgettoflauntthatrocktoo...

AtMasa'shome

Masawalkedinsidethehouseandimmediately

madeherwaytothebedroom.Shesatonthe

bedandwentthroughhergallery.

Shesighed.Shewasnotproudofthegirlshe

oncewas.Shewasworkingonit.Rectifyingher

mistakesandmakingsureshestartsonaclean

slate.

Herphonebeepedandshesmiled.

Masa:whattime?

Tilly:Inthreehours.Seeyou.



Sheplacedthephonedownandthoughtfully

pulledherbagtowardsherbeforeshetookout

anotebooksothatshecanreadwhilewaiting

forherdaughter'sgodmother.Shelaughedat

howeasilyTillygaveherselfthatspot.

Atthevenue

Blair:Beautiful.Lookatyouguyssoinlove

bathong...

BlairsaidasshegotphotosofHaydenkissing

hertummy.Itwassoperfect.

Blair:Ineedthelastset.Uhm Idon'tknow,let

yourimaginationsrunwild..



Hayden:Wild?

Reginah:Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Hauden:Justthis...

Hepulledherbodytohisandkissedherlips

softly.Blairjusttookphotosandtheylooked

beautifulandspontaneous.

Haydenbrokethekisslookingintohereyes

beforebitingherlowerlipandsheclosedher

eyes.

Hayden:Tilldeathdousapart....

Hewhisperedbeforefrenchkisisngherlips

regardlessofthesnappingcamera.

.

.



*

*

*

Forever&Always

*29*

Atthevenue

Haydensmiledlookingather.

Hayden:DrSmithwellIcan'twaitforthesetwo

tocome.

Reginah:Soon.Youdidthisforme?

Hecouldhearthedisbeliefinhervoiceandhe

nodded.



Reginah:I-I...

Hayden:Don'tstartcryingagainmylove..let's

enjoytherestoftheday.

Shesniffedandnodded.

Reginah:Iloveyouokay?

Haydenchuckledkissingherforehead.Heloved

hermorethanshecouldknow.

Heledhertothechaisandshelookedaround.

Shestillcouldn'tbelieveheplannedallofthis

forher.Itwasbeautiful,heevengotmaternity

shotstoo.

Atthehospital

Tessasaidasilentprayerbeforeclosingher

eyes.Allsheeverdidthesedayswasprayfora

newdayeventhoughitcamewithpain.



Atsomepointshefoundherselfquestioning

God.Whyher?Whatdidshedo?Butthe

questionsrangunansweredeveryday.

MeanwhileScottsatinofficescrollingthrough

Facebook.Hepausedwhenhesawapictureof

ReginahtrendingonFacebook.Shewaslooking

allcuteinpinkscrubs.Shesawtheguywho

posteditandwenttohistimeline.

Heswallowedabitwhenherealizedhisage.A

guyyoungerthanhim?Hegotthegirl?Wow!

Heremovedhiscoatanddrankwater.Heeven

madeherpregnant.AlthoughReginahhad

nevershowninterestinhim,shewentforaguy

wayyoungerthanher.



Hehatedtoadmititthatshelookedhappy.So

happywiththatyoungboy.

AtMasa'splace

Tillyknockedonthedoorseveraltimesbefore

MaMasacametoopenthedoor.

Tilly:Dumelang.

MaMasa:HelloMatailda,howareyou?

Shesmiled.

Tilly:Good.Mamaareledumele.

MaMasa:Okay.Masaisinthebedroom.

Shenoddedandsteppedinsidemakingherway

toMasa'sbedroom.



ShefoundMasaonthematpressingherphone.

Tilly:Godmotherishere.

Masalookedupandrolledhereyes.

Masa:Tswahakwa..

Tillyplacedherschoolbagonthebedandsat

nexttoMasa.

Masasighed.

Masa:Ifithappenswestopbeingfriendsplease

don'tbadmouthmeorusewhatItoldyou

againstme.

Tilly:Letsoisn'tit..

Masa:We'vebeenfriendssinceforeverand

suddenlyshesaysI'm abadinfluenceand

speaksaboutmebehindmyback.

Tilly:That'swhyyoudon'tliketalkingtoomuch



aboutyourself...

Masa:Idon'tknowwhereshegotthenerveto

thenwanttotalktomeasifshemissedallthat

wehad...Justbecauseshitdoesn'tgoherway.

Tilly:Calm down.Sheisthepast.Another

chapterinthebook.Oneofthepeoplewho

switchedup,don'tpainteveryonewiththesame

brush..

Masa:Iguessyou'reright(sighing)

Tilly:Nowdon'tupsetmygoddaughterwena..

Masachuckled.

Masa:Kareoserious.Let'sdoEnglish.

Tilly:Icanwritethatexam withmyeyesclosed.

Masa:WellIcan'tsolet'sstudymma...

Masastoodupandwalkedtoherdeskgetting



herbooks.

Atthevenue

Reginah'seyessparkledwithunshedtearsin

themoonlightandthestarrylightsetting.

Hesmiledastheydancedslowlytothesoft

sojndofthemusicplaying.

Hayden:Andonedaywe'lltellourkidsabout

this.

Reginah:Howmanydoyouwant?

Hayden:Five..

Sheshookherhead.

Reginah:Nnyaamr..Thesetwoaregood.



Hayden:Threethen..Imeanfouryearslaterabo

rediralastborn..

Reginah:Wow!Focused..

Hayden:Trustmethesekidswillbehappywith

usasparents.

Reginah:Itrustyou.

Hayden:Iwantaboyelelastborn.

Reginah:Whatifthethirdchildisagirl?

Hayden:(laughing)Rennaseriousredira

ngwanawarengneh...

Reginah:Obatlagontapisaakere?

Hayden:Iwon't,Imeanit'saprettyniceexercise

makingkids.Hmm...meoveryou,hearingthose

sweetmoansandwhimpers..oeteobonegore

oitlhelaoleturnonyang?

Reginah:Mxm..

Hayden:Iwouldn'tmindhavingahousefullof



kids.

Reginah:Wenarichguy..

Hayden:Butfirstletmebuildalegacyforall

threeofyouthenwewillbebacktothebaby

topicDrSmith.

Reginah:We'regettingmarried?Idon'tthinkI

believethis..

Hayden:It'srealsugar.Iwantyouforworseor

forbetterprettylady...

Sheplacedherheadonhisshoulder.

Reginah:Ienjoyedtoday.Thankyou.

Hayden:Anythingforyousugar.

TheFollowingmorning

AtReginah'shouse



Sheopenedhereyesfeelingabitsoredown

there.Shedidn'tknowhowhewasgoingto

keephishighsexdriveincheckafterthefirst

threemonthsofherchildren'sbirth.

Shestretchedherarmsandyawnedbefore

rubbinghertummy.

Haydenwalkedinhisboxersholdingatrayof

food.Atthatexactmomentthebabiesdecided

tokickanditwasabitpainful.Haydennoticed

thefrownonherfaceandquicklyplacedthe

traydown.

Hesatnexttoherandtouchedherbelly.Hefelt

thekicksandhegentlyrubbedhertummyas

thekickssubsidized.

Hekissedhercheekoncethebabiesstopped

kicking.



Reginah:Theyarealreadytraitors.

Hayden:Tswamobanakemma..yougood?

Shenodded.

Reginah:Thankyouforbreakfast.

Hayden:Weaim topleaseorwhateverenglish

says..

Shegrabbedherphonefrom thenightstandand

finallyswitchediton.

Minuteslatershegotalotofnotificationsand

mostofthem werecongratulatorymessages.

SheimmediatelywenttoFacebook.

Haydenlookedather.Heunblockedherinthe

morningsomostprobablyhispostswillpopup

onhertimeline.



Reginahwentthroughthepostsandlookedat

him.

Shereadthelatestpost.

"DrSmithsaidyes "

Shereadallthecommentsandtheywere

positive.Sheplacedthephonedownand

lookedatherfiancé.Itfeltgoodthinkingabout

itlikethat.

Shemouthedathankyouandmadeaheart

shapewithherfingerswithahugesmileonher

face.

AtMsSmith'shouse



Sheheldaglassofwineasshedrankitreading

thenews.Itwasweirdnotgoingtotheoffice

anditwasalreadystressingher.Shepasseda

postofHaydenproposing.Sherolledhereyes.

Thatgolddiggerhadherclawsrightinto

Hayden'sbackandhecalleditlove?Hewastoo

stupidtoseethatshewasnothingbutabitch

aftermoney.

Shesaidit,sheknewhehadmoney.Maybeshe

wasinitwithCane.Youcanneverputanything

pastCane.

Shegotangrythinkingaboutit.Shehated

Reginahwitheveryfibreofherbeing.She

hopedshediesgivingbirthwithheruseless

children.Maybethechildrenwerenoteven

Hayden's.



Shethrewherglassatthedooranditbroke,

sendingshardsofglassesflyingaround.

Attheoffice

Canewentthroughthepicturesandhehadto

admititthatHaydenhadabeautifullady.He

wassurprisedthathewastakenbyherandshe

hadsuchasoftpersonality.Heplacedhis

phonedownashisnewsecretarywalkedinside

theoffice.

Her:Morningsir,thisarrivedjustforyou.

Sheplacedtheletteronthetable.

Hefrownedanddismissedherasheopened



theletter.

Hegotmoreconfusedreadingthecontentstill

itmadesenseoncehereadthename.Fuck!He

wasn'tthinkingstraightthatdaybut...

Hepausedandwentthroughhiscontactlist

clickingonhername.Thephonerangandrang

withnoanswer.Hesighedandplacedtheletter

down.

.

.

*

*
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AtCane'shouse

Blairshookherhead.

Blair:Kanabounclehavetoknow.Wellwith

Regieit'snotthatmassivebutaminorbro?

You'remyolderbrotherbutyoh(placingher

handsoverherface)

Cane:Iknow.Imethersometimethisweek.A

reohetsagokwalakaFriday.

Blair:Somostprobablyherfamilyiswaitingfor

areply.

Cane:Iknow.

Blair:Whatisdoneisdonerightnowwehaveto

dodamagecontrol.

Cane:Isenttheletterforward.



Blair:Thefamilyneedstoknow.Atthispointwe

areplanningonmakingtheSmithDynastygreat

againandwecan'taffordtotaintourreputation

yetagain.Lettydidenoughharm toourname

andIwonderwhyshekeptthesurname.The

onlySmithwerecognizeisHaydenandRegie

andthekids....

Cane:We'llsortitout.

Blair:Nowthatisoutoftheway,isshepretty?

Canelaughed.

Cane:GakeseleseleBlair..

Blair:WellI'm goingtobeanauntto3kids.You

guysaregoingtopaymeforbabysitting.

Cane:Nooneisaskingyouto.

Blair:You'llwantmyservicesoneday...what's

hernameagain?

Cane:Masa..



Blair:Prettyname...howfaralongisshe?

Cane:Shewillbesixprettysoon..

Blair:okay...WelloperationmeetMasawillbe

underway..

Cane:Blairbathong!

Blair:ImeanIshouldknowthenewmembersof

thisfamily...

Canecheckedhiswatch.

Cane:Uhm,Ihavetogosomewhere.

Blair:Okay...

AtSchool

Masacheckedthetime.

Tilly:Areyousurethisisagoodidea?



Masa:Idon'tknowtoo..

Tilly:Urg...Mmawareragokopanakaegape?

Masa:Taxirank..Rank..Ijustneedtenminutes.

Tilly:Okay...I'llwaitforyou.

MasahuggedMatilda.

Masa:Thankyoubaby..

Tilly:I'm notyourbabyeuw..

Masa:Fosek!

Tilly:Lewena...(laughing)

ThecarstoppedbythesideandMasagot

insidethecarinthefrontseat.

Sheclosedthedoorandlookedathim.

Masa:Hi..

Canelookedatheronceagain.Shewas



differentfrom thelivelygirlhehadmetmonths

ago.Hefeltsoguiltyforgettingherpregnant.

Masasighedandleanedback.

Masa:Ithappened.Wemove.

Cane:Youmakeitseem easy,I'm sofucked

Masa..

Masa:Iwasworsekana...Igotabeatingfirst.

Cane:Aliteralbeating?

Masa:Mydad..yoh!

Cane:Nowonderosautlwe..

Masa:Mxm..Ilearntmylesson.Afterthiska

mme,I'm nothavingsex(crossingherfingers)

Cane:owai!

Masa:Iswear..Ijustwanttofocus..



Hestartedthecarandjoinedtheroad.

Cane:Uhm..Ididn'tknowwhattogetyou.Igot

wings,aburger,milkshakelemogongwemoo..

Masa:Thankyou..

Hetookthepaperbagfrom thebackand

handedittoher.

Cane:Ithinktherewillbeameetingintwo

weeksorso,IknowI'm goingtogetcalledout

forthis.

Masa:Wemovehey.

Cane:Kegodropehakae?

Masa:Taxirank...theudon'tknowwemetup,I

don'twanttogetintrouble.

Cane:Finewithme.

Caneglancedatherasshesippedonthe



milkshake.Nowlookingather,hecouldseethe

innocenceinher.

Hedroppedherbythetaxirank.

Cane:Takecare.

Masa:Thankyouandbye.

Sheheldherschoolbagandthepaperbagas

Canedroveoff..shelookedaroundtryingto

spotTillyandsawher.

Sheslowlymadeherwaytoherandhandedher

thepaperbag.

Tilly:Food..osharpo?

Masa:I'lltakethewingshela..

Tilly:Laratiwatlhe...somuchfood.

Masa:Ija..Areyoueatingfirstorweshouldlook



forataxi?

Tilly:Let'ssitdownbythechairsfirst.

Masa:Alright.Yoh.

Thatevening

AtReginah'shouse

ShelaidonherbackasshetalkedtoHayden.

Hayden:Babe?

Reginah:Yes?

Hayden:Domeafavour...

Shefrowned.

Reginah:Okay...



Heshookhishead.

Hayden:Forgetitlove..howarethetwins

treatingyou?

Reginah:I'm goodthesedays.Irest.Awholelot.

Hayden:Asyoushould.I'llbecomingoverka

weekendokay?

Reginah:Okay.Iloveyou..

Hayden:IloveyoumoreDrSmith,bye.

Hehungupandshethoughtfullylaidonthebed

beforeshegotupandgrabbedhercarkeys.

Shehadbeenputtingthisonholdbutshejust

hadto.Plusitwasnotevendark.6pm wasstill

earlyeventhoughtheywereexperiencinglight

showersinFrancistown.



Sheslippedherfeetintothesandalsand

walkedoutofthebedroom.

Shemadeherwayoutsideandsmiledasthe

smelloftherainwettingthesoilhithernostrils.

Itwasdaysliketheseonewouldliterallycrave

eatingsoilbutnope.Shewasn'tdoingthatto

herbabies.

Sheunlockedthecar,gotinsideandrolled

downthewindowslettingthefreshsmellfillher

car.

Atthebar

Lettydownedwhatseemedtobehersixth

alcoholicbeverageandplacedtheglassdown.

MsSmith:Anotherone..



Bartender:Mam you'vehadenough.Ithinkyou

shouldleave..

MsSmith:I'm theonepaying...don'tt-tellme

whattodowithmymoney.

Shewasslurringandthebartendershookhis

head.Shehadbeenherethewholeafternoon.

Whateverthatwaseatingherupmustbeso

deepforhertodrinklikeawhale.

Bartender:Wecanarrangeacabforyoumam.

MsSmith:Mxm!Tsamaelakoo,I'llgosome

placeelse...

Likethatshegotupandheldontothecounter

forbalancebeforeshewalkedout.Shelooked

tooinebriatedatthispointbutshekepton

walkingtothecarastheraindrizzledonthat



particularlycloudyday.

Shegotinsideandstartedtheignition.

MsSmith:I'm notdrunk...Icanseemyfingers..

Sheplacedherfingersinfrontifherfaceand

sheplacedthem backonthesteeringwheel.

Shecouldstilldrive.

Shelookedaroundthecar,howcomeshedidn't

haveabottleinthecar,itcouldhelprightnow.

Shehaphazardlyreversedoutoftheparking

spotanddrovetillshejoinedthemainroad.

StillontheroadRegiesmiled.Shewashoping

Tessawillbefineandmaybeseeingherwill



makethelittlegirlsmile.

Sheincreasedthevolumeassheplayed

Sbahle'sEmlanjeni.Itwasherfavouritesong

anditsomehowremindedherofhowherlove

lifeseemedperfect.

Hedideverythingright.Shetookau-turnasthe

lightshowersstartednotbeingsolight

anymore.Shecouldseeanditwasn'tthatbad.

MsSmithstruggledtoseethroughtherainasit

poured.Shecouldn'tevenseeifshelither

headlights.Shesawanoncomingcar.Shitshe

wasinthewronglane.Shetriedtoswervebutit

seemedasifshewasgoingtocrashintothe

oncomingcar.



Reginahsawtheoncomingcarandthetraffic

proveditdifficultforhertoswitchlanes.The

ladywasonthewronglane.Shejustsaida

silentprayerascarshootedandlightsflashed

beforetherewasaheadoncollision.She

screamedplacingherhandsoverherbelly

beforehercarstartedtorollontheroadand

shehitherheadagainstthewindscreenand

passedoutinthecrashedcar.

.

.

*

*
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Attheaccidentscene



Sirensrangasthepoliceandambulancemade

theirwaytothescene.Somebystanderstook

photosastheparamedicsmovedpeoplefrom

thescene.Alltheysawwasbloodfrom thecar

thatjustrolledontheroad.Someheldtheir

heartsastheimageofsuchhappeningtotheir

lovedonesterrifiedthem.

SomegotbusyastheyupdatedtheirFacebook

statusesaboutthenewlyhappenedaccident.

Thefemaleparamedicgotbusywithtryingto

openthecartogetthepersonout.Themales

helpedastheyhadstandbydoctors.Meanwhile

othersgotLettyoutofthecarasherheadbled.

Shedidn'thavemassiveinjuries.Maybeshe

brokeafewbonesbutshewasalive.



Afteralmostanhourtheyfinallygotapregnant

Reginahoutandshewasbleedingprofusely.

Femaleparamedic:Bloodnow,tellthem atthe

hospital.Female,pregnant...God!

Themaleparamedicsquicklyrushedwiththe

stretcherandoxygenpipes,wherethequickly

laidherunconsciousbodythereandtriedto

stopthebleeding.

Femaleparamedic:Weneedtogo.Now!!!

AtPalapye

Haydenwentthroughhissocialmediaashe

laidonhisbed.Hefrownedwhenheread

people'supdatesaboutanaccident.Heread

moreandthemorepicturehesawthemorehis

heartpoundeduponrecognitionofthecar.



Hewatchedtheshortvideooftheparamedics

takingout..

Hayden:Fuck!

Hejumpedoutofbedandslippedhisdefined

legsintothejeansandworeat-shirt.

HegrabbedhiscarkeysdialingCane.

Cane:He-

Hayden:Uhm,Ijustsawpeoplepostingon

socialmedia..

Canecouldhearthefearinhisvoiceashe

stoodbythehallway.Hecamehereassoonas

Blairhadtoldhim whatshesawonFacebook.

Thwfamilydidn'tevenknowandtheyhadto



findoutthroughFacebook.Imaginewhat

Haydenisgoingthroughatthisexactmoment.

Hayden:Fuck,I'm onmyway..

Withoutwaitingforareplyhehungupand

walkedoutofthehousemakingsuretolockit

beforejoggingtohiscar.Hecouldbetherein

twohoursandprobablyanhourandahalfgiven

thatjedoesn'tgetaspeedingticketbutwhatis

aspeedingticketcomparedtohisfiancee'slife.

Hedroveoff

Atthehospital

Blairplacedherhandsoverherface.The

picturesshesswonFacebookwherenotpretty

andshewassoscared.



Sheblinkedtryingtonotletthetearsfallthen

sheburstintotears.

Canesatnexttoherandheldherclose.

Blair:I'm scared.Shehasnoonebutusand

Haydenisn-ohGod!

Canerubbedherbackasshesobbedonhis

chest,evengaspingforbreath.Thiswasscary

ashell.

Lettywokeupdisorientedonthehospitalbed

andlookedaround,feelingthebandage

wrappedarpundherforehead.Shedidn'tknow

whathappened.Thedooropenedandinwalked

thedoctor,anurseandapoliceofficer.

ThedoctorlookedatLetty.Hehadtoldthe



poloceofficerthattheygoundhighlevelsof

alcoholinhersystem andwelldrivingunderthe

influenceonit'sownwasacrime.

Bythewaybystandersandotherdrivers

describedtheaccident,thisladywasonthe

wronglanemakingithardfortheothercarto

swerve.

Policeofficer:Hellomam..areyouintheright

stateofmindtoanswermyquestions?

Shelookedathim anditdidn'tseem asifshe

hadachoice.Shequietlynoddedherhead.

Thepoliceofficersatdownandstartedasking

herquestionswhichshefailedtoanswer.

MsSmith:IswearIdidn'tmeantocausean



accident.Whodiditaffect?

PoliceOfficer:Apregnantwomanisfightingfor

herlifebecauseofyou.

Shecoveredhermouth.

MsSmith:Iswear..I-..

PoliceOfficer:Youwillhavetogothroughatrial,

thereisconcreteevidenceofyourdrunkstate

andeyewitnessesthatsawtheaccident

happen.Haveagoodnight.

Hestoodupandwalkedout.Suedidn'twantjail

timeandshedidn'tevebhaveenoughmoneyto

payherlawyer.MaybeHaydenwillhelp.He

wouldn'tlethisownmothergotojailnomatter

howangryhewaswithher.

Sheswallowedaheavylump.Maubeifshe



talkstoReginahtotalktohim onherbehalf.

Shecan'tgotojail.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtTheHospital

3hourslater,Haydenarrivedatthehospital.He

washopingtoheargoodnews.



HefoundCaneandBlair.Blairlookedlikean

absolutemessandhejustneededtobestrong.

Hehadtoldhertoneverdriveherselfbutthere

wasnousepointingfingersatthisexact

moment.Allthreeofthem hadtosurvive.He

heldbacktearsasheplacedhishandsoverhis

mouthashesatdown,hiskneesfailinghim.He

heldthebenchtightly.

Canejustquietlylookedathim.Hewashurting

anditwasnormal.

Haydenkeptquietforafewminutestryingto

regainhiscomposure.Heclearedhisthroat

beforespeaking.

Hayden:Anyupdates?

CaneshookhisheadsadlyandHaydenleaned



backclosinghiseyes.Hehadtokeepitall

togetherforhisminifamily.

Hayden:Whodidthis?

HeaskedwithavoicethatscaredBlairalittle.

Cane:Uhm..

Haydenslowlyopenedhiseyesandlookedat

Cane.

Blairwasalsocurioustoknow.

Hayden:Whodidthis?

Cane:Calm downHayden.

Hayden:Iam calm...

Hestoodupandhookedhisthumbsinhisjeans

stillglaringatCanelookingforananswer.

Obviouslytheyhavebeenhereforlonger,they



hadtoknowwhodidthis..

Cane:Yourmother.

Haydenkeptastraightface.

Hayden:Idon'thaveamother.Whodidthis?

Cane:Letty.

Haydenchuckledindisbelief.Soshejust

crashedintohisfiancee'scar.

Unfuckingbelievable!

Herubbedhischinasthedoctormadehisway

tothem.Thedoctorlookednervousashe

lookedatthemenstandingupontheirfeet.

Doctor:I'm assumingthewholefamilyishere.

Hayden:Yes.

Doctor:ShewrotehernextofkinasMrHayden

Smith..



Haydennodded.

Doctor:Weneedyourpermissiontoperform an

emergencyc-sectiononher.Thebabies'

heartbeatsareweakandshehadlostalotof

blood,butthankfullyourbloodbankhad

enoughtostabilizeher.

Haydenlistenedattentivelyandhedidn'thear

thedoctormentioninghersurvivalratesatthis

pointinislongspeech.

Hayden:Willshewakeup?

ThedoctorlookedatHayden.Notsurehowto

answerhim becausetheyhadbeeninthere

tryingtoseeiftherewasawaypastitallbut

unfortunatelytherewasnot.Hehadwantedto

keepthatparticulardetailofhersurvivalouttill

theyweresuretheyhaddeliveredthebabies

beforetheydiedintheirmother'swomb.



Doctor:We'lldiscussthatafterthesurgery.Can

Igiveyoutheforms?

Heranhishandsthroughhisshorthairbefore

noddinghishead.

Hesawhowevasivethedoctorwasaboutthis

andthisdoublehisstresslevels.

Scottwipedalonetearashesatonhischair.

Shewashere,notasadoctorbutapatient

hangingbythethreasfightingforherlife.Life

hadafunnywayofturningthingsaround.He

justhopedshesurvivedthis.

MeanwhilethedoctorhandedHaydenthe

consentformsashesignedforthesurgery.He

hadafeelinghewassigningherlifeaway.The

doctorhadexplainedthatthelongertheywait,



thehigherthepossibilityofthebabiesdyingin

theirmother'swomb.

Haydenhandedthedoctorthepapersbefore

sittingdown.Hehadtobethereforhisfamily.

HewilldealwithLettylater.Itwasobviousshe

wantedtokillReginahandatthisexact

momenthishateforherescalated.

CanesawtheunderlyingrageinHayden'seyes

andhestoodupplacinghishandonhis

shoulder.Smithmenhadaquicktemperandhe

didn'twantHaydentodosomethinghewill

regret.

Cane:We'lldealwithit.

Hayden:I'lldealwithit..

Cane:Don't...



Hayden:Iwon't..

Canesuckedinabreath.Blairwasfastasleep

asherheadachedfrom allthecrying.Shewas

justhopingforgoodnews,nothingelseatthis

point.

MeanwhileLettylaidonthebednotknowing

whattodo.Sheneveraskedforthenameofthe

ladyshecrashedinto.Herfamilymustbe

devastedandtheymustknowitwasneverher

intetion.

Shepressedtheemergencybuttonandthe

nursewalkedinside.

MsSmith:Iknowmostprobablyguestsarenot

allowed,canIseethefamilyoftheladywhose

carIcrashedinto?



Nurse:Letmeseeiftheyarestillhere.

Thenursewalkedoutandcamebackminutes

laterwithawheelchairandhelpedLettyget

sittedonitwiththedripattachedtoherarm.

MsSmith:Aretheygoodpeople..

Nurse:Theylookdangerousifyouaskme...it's

thefamouscouple..uhm..yeneetrenderlast

week.Iforgottheirnamesmme..let'sgo.

SheledLettytothewaitingroom andoncethey

arrivedshesawaladysleepingonthebench.

Shelookedfamiliar.Herheartskippedabeatas

thementurnedaround.

Thenursesawthewaythemenwerelookingat

Letty.Shedecidedtoexcuseherselfatthatvery

moment.



WhenLettyturnedthenursewasalreadygone.

Wasshesurethiswasthefamilyofthe

woman...

Shecoveredhermouth.

Haydenchuckledashestuffedhishandsinhis

pockets.

Cane:Haydencontrolyourself...

Haydenlookedatthewomanhesupposedly

calledamother.Andhereshewas.Alive.While

Reginahandhiskidsfoughtfortheirlives.He

wantedtofuckingmurderherforwhatshedid.

MsSmith:Haydenho,Ididn'tknowyouwere

here.SoyouheardI-Igotintoanaccident.



Haydenshookhishead.Thelongerhelookedat

herthemorehewantedtokillhersohewalked

awaybeforehetotallylostit.

Caneshookhishead.

Cane:Ifthiswassomesicktwistedrevengeof

yoursthenyouareindeepshit.Sheisfighting

forherlifeintheIntensiveCareUnitandlookat

you..

Herheartpoundedinherchest.Shehadhit

Reginah'scar?Sotheyallbelieveditwas

intentional.Wellitwould'vebeenniceofit

wasn'therandshewould'vebeenrejoicingin

thecomfortofherhomenowtheysaidshedid

intentionally.



MsSmith:Itwasnotintentional..

Cane:Whothefuckbelievesthatwhenyou

hatedherguts?Maybeyoufollowedherjustto

killher.Youaregoingtoregretthiswomanand

trustmeIwon'tbetheonedoingthe

punishing..yourveryownsonisgoingtoend

you...

Sheswallowedahugelump.

MsSmith:Youhavetobelieveme,Ican'tgoto

prison...

Canelaughedbitterly.Thiswomanwas

unbelievable.Haydenwasatickingtimebomb

andheleftbeforehecouldloseitandhereshe

wasalreadypleadinginnocence.

Cane:Howquicklythetableshaveturned.Enjoy

hellbecausethat'scertainlywhereHaydenis



takingyou.Youunderestimatehim.Hehas

Smithbloodrunningthroughhisveins..

Lettycoveredherfacewithherhands.She

hatedReginahandwishedherdeathbutshe

gotherwish.Sheliterallydidthat.

MsSmith:Howisshe?

Cane:Asifyoucarebutknowthisifsheloses

thebattle,youaregoingtofuckingregretyour

entireexistence.Weletyougowhenyou

handedKennedytotheauthoritiesbutnotthis

time..

Withherheadlowandaheartpoundingloudly

shesworeCanecouldhearit,shewheeled

herselftoherhospitalroom.Thiswasmessy.

Howwasshegoingtoescapethisone.



Thatlatenight

Lettyopenedhereyesandshesawashadowin

herhospitalroom.Herheartpoundedandshe

sworeitwasnolongerinherchest.

Sheplacedherhandoveritstillseeingthe

shadow.

MsSmith:Wh-whoisit?

Thedeeprumblecomingfrontheshadow's

chestterrifiedherevenmorebeforeitbecame

afullyfledgedlaughthatsentchillsdownher

spineandnotinthenicestways.Tearsblurred

hereyes.

MsSmith:I'm notsee-seingghosts(shakyvoice)



Hemovedfrom theshadowsandstoodbyher

bedwherethecurtainswhereopenandthe

moonlightshoneonhisface.

Shepulledthesheetsclosertoherchestasa

hugelumpchokedher.

MsSmith:H-hi...

Helookedsomuchlikehisfatherandthecold

lookhegaveherwasthesameoneKennedy

usedtohavewhenhekilledwithnoregrets.

Hayden:Deathwouldbeaneasyescape..

Hishazelbrowneyesnolongerseemedhazel

butthereweredark,asifitwasanotherperson

talking.Anegoassotosay.

Hayden:You'regoingtoruethedayyoubore

me...



Hisvoicelefthersocoldandsheblinked

severaltimestofindhim lookingherdeadinthe

eyewithnoemotionondisplay.Whatwashe

becoming?ThiswasnotHayden.

MsSmith:Tha-that'snoty-youHayden.You're

notakiller.

Haydensmiled.Ithurtthathisfianceewasin

therebecauseofher.Itwasherfaultandshe

mustbehappyshegotwhatshewanted.She

wasgoingtoregreteverything.Evenherentire

existence.

Hayden:Thereareotherwaystokilldon'tyou

think?Sleepwithoneeyeopen...

Withthathewalkedoutleavingherstupefiedon

thehospitalbed.



.

.

*
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Atthehospital

Theyspentthewholenightatthehospitalwith

Canecominginandout.HesatnexttoHayden

whowaslostinhisthoughts.Hetookthe

plasticcupfrom Caneandplaceditoverhis

nostrils.

Cane:Youneedsomethingstrong.



Hethankedhim silentlydowningthealcoholic

beverageinthecupbeforeherubbedhiseyes.

Hejustcouldn'tseehimselfwithouther.As

unrealisticasthatsoundedthethoughtofnot

seeinghersmileagainorhearinghervoicejust

killedhim inside.

Heplacedhisheadbetweenhislegsashislast

conversationwithherplayedinhismind.He

didn'twanttothinkthatwasthelasttimehe

spoketoher.Thesunwasstartingtoriseand

theystillhadn'theardanythingaboutRegieor

thetwins.

Helookedaroundtheroom asBlairslept

peacefullyandhewishedhecouldalsosleep

buthecouldn'tsleep.Sleepwasthelastthing

onhismindhonestly.



Herubbedhisfaceasthedoctorfinallymade

hiswaytothem.Hehadasombreexpression

onandthatwasabitworryingonhispart.

Haydenstoodonhisfeet.

Doctor:Wehavemanagedtosavethebabies.

Theyarepremature...

Asighofrelieffelloverhim.

Doctor:isMrSmiththefather?

Haydennodded.

Doctor:Canyoufollowme,thiswilltakeawhile.

Haydenquietlyfollowedthedoctorandhetook

him tothepediatriccareunit..



Helookedatthemanybabiesthereandthe

doctorledhim totheincubatorsandhesaw

thwirsmallbodies.

Doctor:Weneedyoutogetchangedintoscrubs..

Hefrowned.

Doctor:ForKangarooMotherCare,thebody

hearfrom youisessentialtothem..

Hayden:Okay..

Anurseledhim outandthedoctorcalled

anothernurseastheyledthebabiesoutofthe

room toanotherhospitalroom.

MinuteslaterHaydenlaidonthebedasthe

nursegavehim thefirstbaby.Itwasalittleboy

andapartofhim wasscaredthathemight

dropthetinybody.



Doctor:Placehim againstyourchestsothathe

canabsorbthebodyheat..

Hedidsoandtheythengentlyplacedthelittle

girlonhisothersideasthetwotinyhumans

absorbedtheirfather'sbodyheat.Thedoctor

explainedreasonsforsuchandHaydenlooked

athistwobabies.

Thedoctorhadsaidnothingabouthisfiancee

andhewasgettingworried.Hetriednotto

stresssincehewasholdingthelittleonesbut

howwashegoingtocope?

Threehourspassedbeforethenursestookthe

babies,satisfiedthattheygotthebodyheat

theyneededto.



Thenurselefttheroom withthebabiesafter

tellingHaydentogetchangedandgotothe

pediatriccareunit.

Inlessthan30minuteshewasthereasthw

nurseheldherclipboard.Shetookafew

minutestocheckhim out,itwasn'tasifshe

didn'tseehismuscledchestandthetattoos

adorninghisupperbody.Hewasreallyalooker

andshehadtoadmitthatReginahhadthebest,

justlookingathim.

Haydenclearedhisthroatandthenurse

pretendedtobelookingattheclipboard.

Nurse:Uhm...MrSmith,thebirthcertificates

needtobeprepared.

Hayden:Whowasbornfirstbetweenthetwo?

Thenurselookedattheclipboard.



Nurse:Theboy..

Haydennodded.

Hayden:CanIseethetimes?

Shehandedhim theclipboardandhetooknote

ofthetimes,committingthem tomemory.

Haydensighed.

Hayden:HaydenSmithJrSmithandAvery

CeriseSmith...

Hewaitedforthenursetotakethenamesdown.

Nurse:Sure?

Hayden:Yes...

Heendedlettingthem usehislastname



insteadofhisfirstnameastheirsurname.He

rememberedthetimeRegiewastestingitout

usingAvery'sname.

Hayden:CanIseethem forafewminutes?

Nurse:ofcourse.Welltheyareunderweightbut

theywillsurvive..mostprobablybecausethey

arepremature.

Henoddedashelookedathistwobabies.

Dressedupinblueandpink.Hesmiledashe

heldtheclearplasticlookingatthem.They

werefinallyhere.

Hayden:Can'twaitforyouguystomeet

mommy(whispering)

Thenursestoodbythedoorandlookedathim

withhiskidsbeforewalkingout.



InsideMsSmith'sroom

Shestaredatthewhiteceiling.Hewasn'treally

goingtosendhertoprisonright?Reginahwas

fineright?Theywerejustkidding.

Shecan'tgotojail.Alotofthoughtsraninher

mindandshejustheldherheadtostopthe

thinking.

Thedooropenedandthenursewheeledina

trayoffood.

Nurse:Goodmorning...

MsSmith:Morning...CanIasksomething?

Nurse:Ofcoursemam...

MsSmith:Howisthepregnantladyfrom the

accidentdoing?



Thenurse'sfacechangedandshetooknoteof

that.

Nurse:I'm notsupposedtotellyoumam...

Andthenursewalkedout.Shewasasking

abouthercolleaguewhom shehitwithacar.

Thetearsburnedinthebackofhereyesasshe

walkedawaytoregainhercomposure.

HaydenjoinedhisuncleandBlairinthewaiting

room.Blairheldacupofhotcoffeeandlooked

atHaydenwithasmallsadsmile.

Blair:Anynews?

Hayden:Thebabiesareokay.

Blairheldherchest.

Blair:ThankGod..



Cane:Goodtoknow.

Hayden:It'saboyandagirl..

Blair:Congratulations...

Shepausedandsilencefilledthespace.

Blair:WhataboutRegie(lowvoice)

Hayden'sheartsunkmore.Theyhadn'tupdated

him aboutherandhowshewas,hewasscared

tobehonest.Scaredoflosingher.Scaredofhis

kidsgrowingupnotknowingtheirmother.

Scaredhewasgoingtobreakifhelosther.

Scaredthathissanitywillbegoneifsheleaves.

Canenoticedtheswirlofemotionsinhiseyes

beforeHaydenmaskedthem withindifference.

Hayden:Ihonestlyhavenoidea..theyhaven't



saidawordabouther..heckIhaven'tevenseen

her..

Cane:Theywilltellussomething,I'm hoping

verysoon.

Hayden:Yeah...

Heslippedhishandsinhispocketsandwalked

tothenearestwindowstaringoutsideasothe

people'sdailyliveswentonwhilehisworld

stoppedjustlikethat.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atthehospital

Haydenjustmadehiswaytothepediatriccare

unitagainandcheckedonthebabiesonce

again.Hesmiledlookingatthetwoofthem.

Theyweresotinyandhecouldn'twaittillthey

gotnormalbodyweightbutfornowaslongas

theyareoutofdanger,hewashappy.

Helookedaroundandsawotherbabiesinthere.

HewalkedoutandsatnexttoCane.

Hayden:AnythingaboutReginah?

CanesadlyshookhisheadandHaydenlooked



down

Cane:Gofreshenup,abathandachangeof

clotheswilldo.

Hayden:I'm okay..

Cane:No,itmighthelpclearyourmind.Ifthere

issomethingI'llcallokay?

Haydensighedandhenodded.

Minuteslaterhewalkedoutofthehospital.

AtMasa'shouse

Masareadthenewsandwatchedthevideoof

theaccidentonsocialmedia.Thiswasscary

andtheveryfactshewaspregnantwasscary



ashell.Howarepeoplestillallowedtowalk

scottfreeaftercausingsuchaccidents?

Shesighedasshehidthephoneinherbagand

continuedreadingforhernextexam.Tillywas

writingandwelltheydidn'thavethesame

optionswhichmeantmoretimetostudy.

AtReginah'shouse

Hayden'shandsshookashetriedtounlockthe

door.Hetriedtoblockthetearsbutthey

persistedandfloweddownhischeeks.He

weaklypushedthedooropenandhisknees

failedhim themomenthewalkedinsidethe

house.

Hersoftscentwrappeditselfaroundhim ashe



wailed.

Heplacedhishandonhischest,tryingtoease

hisachingheartamidstthetearsbutthatfailed

andhefelthisheartsinkdeeper.Asifitwas

madeoflead.

Hedidn'tknowhowtonumbthepain,tomakeit

hurtanylessbecauseboydidithurt.Ithurtlike

alittlebitch.Apartofhim wantedtobelieve

shewasokaybutthedoctor'ssilencewasso

loud.

Heweaklytriedtostandup,steadyinghimself

withthecouchandheadedtothebedroom

wherehewalkedslowly.Hislegswereheavy,

themoreherscentgotstronger,themore

emotionallydistraughthebecame.Something

stuckinhisthroatastearsblurredhisperfect



visionandhehaddifficultyinswallowing.He

heldthedoorknobashisheartached.Why

couldn'tithavebeenhim?Nother.

Shedidn'tdeservethis.Hepushedthedoor

openslowly.Hedidn'tknowhowtodrownout

thepainthathadlefthim enervated.

Moretearsfilledhiseyesandheswalloweda

hugelumplookingatthebedasthememories

cametoplayinhishead.

Hayden:Fuuu-fuuuck!Honeycomeback

please!!(weakly)

Heletgoofthedoorandwalkedtothebed

wherehesatdown,likeariver,thetearsflowed

downhischeeksandhefoundhimself

clutchinghischestasmorepainfilledhisentire



being.

AtTheHospital

InRegie'sroom

Thedoctorslookedattheirpatientand

colleagueonoxygenpipes.Thiswashard.As

muchasitwaspartoftheirjobitwashardto

treather,shehadbeensohealthyandhappy.

Theywalkedoutwithheavyheartseach

headingtotheirofficeswonderinghowthehell

theyweresupposedtotellherfamilywhenthey

arealsofailingtoacceptrealityaswelland

wereworkingonchanginganunchangeable

reality.



CaneandBlairjustquietlylookedaround.They

haven'tgotanupdateandithasbeenhours

sinceHaydenwasgone.

Blair:Heismostprobablyasleep.

Cane:Heneedstorest.

Blairpushedherhairbackwards.Shesawthe

doctormakehiswaytothem.Finally.

Theyquicklystoodupandlookedatthedoctor.

Doctor:CanItalktothenextofkin?

CanequicklygothisphoneanddialedHayden's

phonethatrangcontinuouslybeforeitsenthim

tovoicemail.

Cane:Heisn'tanswering..

Doctor:Whenhecomesback,tellhim topassby

myoffice.



Canenoddedanxiouslywonderingwhatnews

thedoctorhad.

AtReginah'shouse

Haydenwokeupandherubbedhiseyeshoping

ithadbeenalladream andhewassleeping

nexttotheloveofhislife.Hisbodyhad

automaticallykeptitselfawayfrom hersideand

hisheartwasstillheavy.

Hegotupandmadehiswaytothebathroom

wherehegotunderthewater.Thetearsmixed

withthewater,therewasnowayhecould

remedytheacheinhisheart.

Minuteslaterhecheckedhisphoneandfounda



missedcallfrom Cane.Hecalledback

immediately.

Hayden:Hello..

Cane:Thedoctorhasnews.

Hayden:I'm onmyway.

Hequicklygotdressedinfreshclothesbefore

hewalkedoutwithhiscarkeysandphone.

Atthehospital

Morethantenminuteslater,Haydenmadehis

waytothewaitingroom andsawhispaternal

familythere.

Cane:Hesaidhisoffice...

Hayden:Alright.



Haydenmadehiswaytotheofficeandthe

doctorstoodup.

Doctor:Canyoufollowme?

Haydensilentlydidtilltheywereoutsidea

hospitalroom.Thedoctoropenedthedoorand

Haydenfollowedbehind.Hisalreadyflailing

heartdroppedandhesworehefeltitdropashe

sawtheloveofhislifeonoxygenmachines.

Heslowlywalkeduptothebedandlookedat

herbandagedforehead.Shehadafew

scratchesonhercheeks,otherthanthather

facestilllookedangelic.

Heranhisfingeronhercheekashishand

shookslightly.



Doctor:Atthemoment,shecanonlybreath

throughlifesupport.

Hayden'sheartthathastakenonetoomany

emotionserraticallybeatatthatsimple

sentence.

Doctor:From ourexams,theygothertoolate.

Hayden:Whatdoyoumean?

Doctor:Shehasheadinjuries,welltheyarenot

acuteunlessofcoursetheyleadtoblood

leakingintothebrain.

Haydensilentlylistened.

Doctor:Bloodhasleakedintoherbrainanditis

stillleaking,itisdifficulttostopitwhenthe

damagehasalreadybeendone.

Hayden:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?



ThedoctorsighedandlookedatHaydenhoping

toseeemotionsonhisfacebutnothing.That

meanshewasdarngoodathidingthem butthe

doctorhimselffailedto.Thiswashiscolleague

andshewassolively.

Itwasafreshwoundandtretingher,havingto

seeherrealityandhowitendedwaspainful.

Doctor:Sheisgone...

Haydenonlyheardthewordgoneanditechoed

inhisheadforafewmomentsbeforehelooked

atthedoctoragainwithdisbelief.

Doctor:Wecan'tsaveher,thedamageisdone

andwecanonlywaittillthemachinesstopor

weswitchthem off..

Hayden'sheadspunashisrealitywasshookto



it'sveryroots.Heheldontothebedforstability

ashisheartfeltlikeithadbeenstabbeda

milliontimesandbleedingprofusely.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtTheHospital

Haydensuckedinadeepbreathandlookedat

hisfiancee.Theyhadsaidforeverandalways.

Thiscan'tbetheend.Notfortheirlovestory.



Theystillhadmoretolivefor,heckshestillhad

toenjoybeingspoiledrottenwithhismoney.He

wasstillbuildingalegacyforherandhiskids.

Whatthehell?

Hayden:Iwantasecondopinion.

Hesaidwithastraightfaceandhishandsinhis

pockets.

Doctor:Weche-

Hayden:Iwantasecondopinion!

Herepeatedwithamuchdeepervoicethat

scaredthedoctor.

Doctor:Asyouwish...

Hayden:I'llfindonemyself..



Doctor:ButSi-

Haydenturnedtofacehim.

Hayden:Willthatbeaproblem?

Thedoctorshookhisheadandwalkedout.

Haydenpulledachairclosetothebedandheld

Regie'shand.

Hayden:Heysugar...(softly)

Heheardthatpatientscanrespondtotouch

andvoicesoffamiliarpeople.

Hayden:Wehaveagirlandaboyangel...I

namedourprincessthenameyouchose.Her

nameisAveryandthereisSmithJrangel.They

can'twaittomeetyou..Ican'twaittoholdyou

againinmyarms...



Heletgoofherhandandcoverrdhisface.This

washard.Themachineskeptonbeepingand

hewasn'tgoingtobelievethathisoneandonly

lifelinewasgone..hejustcouldn'tletthatsinkin.

Ifneedbe,hewouldaskforathirdopiniontoo

ifneedbe.

Hayden:Youarestillverymuchalivesugar..I

loveyouokayangel?

Hekissedherhandwithalittlesadsmile.

Atthedoctor'soffice

Hedialedaclosefriendwhoanswered

immediately.



Doctor:DrMason...

Leatilelaughedalittle.

Leatile:otengmona?

Doctor:Sameold,sameold...Ineedyouropinion

onsomething.

Leatile:Sure...

ThedoctorwentontoexplaineverythingtoAtty

wholistenedandtooknotes.

Leatile:I'm notabrainspecialist..

Doctor:Iknowbutweneedasecondopinion..

Leatilecheckedhiswatch.

Leatile:Uhm,I'llpassbykamoso...isitokay?

Doctor:Itis..Thankyou..

Leatile:Sharp.



Hehungupandthedoctorsighed.Hewent

overthemedicalrecordsagainandthenotes.

Hopinghemisdiagnosedherbuteverything

wasaligningandhehadn'tmisdiagnosedher.

Shewasgone.

Haydenwalkedourofherroom andwalkedto

thewaitingroom.Blairquicklystoodupand

methim halfway.

Blair:Whatisit?Whathappened?

Haydenjustwalkedpastherandwenttosit

down.

Cane:Anynewsisgoodnewsatthispointright?

Hayden:Apparentlysheisgone.

Blairpausedandlookedathim withtearyeyes.



Blair:Whatdotheymeangone?

Hayden:Withoutthemachinessheisgoodas

dead...

Blair:Tellmeyoudon'tbe-believethat?(with

quiveringlips)

Hayden:Idon't..

Cane:Aretheysure?

Hayden:Ineedasecondopinion...

Cane:Wecanflyinadoctor...moneyisnota

problem.

Hayden:Iknowthat...Ijustdon'twanttobelieve

sheisgone.Justlikethat..

Blair:OhGod!!

Blairsunktothefloorandcoveredherface.She

hateditwhenbadthingshappenedinthefamily.

Shehateditsomuch.



Hayden:Excuseme..

HaydenwalkedoutandCanesadlywatched

him go.Hewasbottlinginhispainandhedidn't

wanthim toselfdestructbecauseitwillend

badly.

Haydenwalkedinsidehismother'sroom and

stoodbythedoor.Sheliftedhereyesandnearly

jumpedathissight.

Haydenclappedhishands.

Hayden:Missionaccomplishedright?

MsSmith:Whatdoyoumean?

Haydenchuckledbitterlyliftinghisheadup.

Hayden:Wellcongratulations.Hopeyouknow



thatyoujustfoundthedoorwaytohell...

Hewalkedaway.Hewasgoingtomakeher

regreteachandeverythingshehaseverdone.

Sheisnotwalkingawayscottfree.Notinthis

lifetime.

Haydenjustpassedbythewaitingroom.

Hayden:Thankyouguusforthesupport.You

don'thavetowait,thedoctortoldustheir

verdict..

Blairstood.

Hayden:We'llmakeitright?We'rejustwaiting

forasecondopinion.Comehere..

HehuggedBlair.



Hayden:Shewillbefine...

Blair:Iprayandhopeso..

Hayden:Iknowso.

Hesaidmoretohimself.Hecouldn'tjustlose

herlikethat.Itwastooearlyandtheirstoryhad

justbegan.

HaydenletgoofBlairandlookedatCanewho

wantedtosaysomething.

Cane:Iwentonlinelookingfordoctors..

Haydengavehim allofhisattention.

Cane:Thereisthisdoctor,keMotswana..

Hayden:Yes...

Cane:HernameisDrRomano..



BlairturnedtolookatCane.Theywantedtofly

intheeDrRomano.

Blair:AsinDrAngelSethunyaRomano?

Cane:Yep..

Hayden:Thenbyallmeans,letherbecontacted.

Cane:Onit.

Hayden:Thankyou.

Hesaidgratefully.

.

.

AWEEKLATER
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AtTheHospital

AngelwalkedoutofReginah'shospitalroom.

Shesighed.Thiswasthebadpartofbeinga

doctor.Havingtodelivernews.Badnews

especially.Thedoctorwhowasonhercasetold

herhedidgetasecondopinionfrom DrMason

andstillthesamething.

Shefeltbadbutshehadtobreakdownthe

newsandgobacktoItaly.

Shewalkedoutwithherstethoscopehanging

aroundherneck.Shesmiledsadly.From what

sheheardshewasareallysweetsoulandthat

shewasalsoadoctortoo,pityshewastheone



receivingtreatment.

Shefoundthefamilyandtheyallstoodup.She

lookedatHaydenandshecouldn'treadhim at

all.Hehadnoemotionsondisplayandthatkind

ofremindedofSandro.Herhotdevil.Herarely

becanevulnerableinpublic,onlyaroundher.

Angel:CanItalktoyou?

Hayden:Sure...

HaydenfollowedDrRomanotoRegie'sroom.

Angelsighedandclaspedherhandstogether

lookingatHayden.

Haydencouldseethelookinhereyesthatit

washopeless,hefeltsomethinggetstuckinhis



throatanditchokedhim.Mustbethepain.He

lookedtheotherwayandclearedhisthroat

beforelookingatAngel.

Angel:I'm sorry..

Shesaidwithhersoftvoice.Evenifshewas

delicateaboutit,itdidn'thurtanyless.Infactit

hurtmorebecausehelostapricelessgem.

Angellookedatherclipboardandpushedher

glassesbackbeforelookingathim.

Angel:Haydensitdown..

Hesatdownandlookedather.Soshewas

reallygone.

Angel:Icheckedheroutandwhatwasinitially

saidistrue..sheisbraindead.



Hearingthat,torehisheartoutbuthekepta

straightfacelisteningtoAngelexplaineachand

everydetail,throwinginmedicalterminologies

hereandthere.

Angel:Anyquestions?

Heshookhisheadasheturnedtolookathis

lifelineonthebed.Hesighed.Itwasover.She

wasgoneandithurtlikealittlebitch.

AngellookedatRegieandawaveofsadness

felloverher.

Shestoodupandjusysqueezedhisshoulder.

Angel:Iwon'tsayitgetsbetterwithtime

becauseitdoesn't.Somethingsyoulearnto

livewiththem.Allthebest.



Shewalkedoutleavinghim thereandhetried

sobadlynottocry.Hiswholeworldcrashed

literallyinfronofhim andhecouldn'tstopthe

crash.

ThedooropenedandBlairwalkedin.

Blair:Whatdidshesay?

Haydencouldn'tevenspeakandhedidn'twant

tobreakdownhere.Theyshouldneverseehim

weak.

Hayden:It'sover..

HesaidandtearsblurredBlair'seyes.She

shookherhead.Asecondopinionfrom oneof

thebestandtheytoldhim it'sover.Sheisnot

comingback?

Blair:Beserious..



Hayden:Seriousasaheartattack.

Blaircoveredhermouthassheburstintotears.

HaydensilentlylistenedtoBlair'ssobswithhis

ownheartbreaking.

Meanwhileintheofficethedoctorcompared

thebloodresultshegotfrom thelab.Hedidn't

knowhowtogetherfamilytoagree.Itwas

solelyuptothem reallyandtheyhadnorightto

forcethem.Hesighed.Thiswashard.

ScottscrolledthroughReginah'spictureson

Facebookandsighed.Helovedherinsecret

andnooneknew.Butthatdidn'tmakeithurt

anyless.Shewasgone.Therewasnothingthey

couldreallydotobringherback.



Hourslater...

ThetimeHaydenlefttheroom,hisheartwasso

heavy,hefeltlikedyingtoo.Hedidn'twantto

dothislifethingwithouther.Shewasthe

reasonforthishugechangeinhim.Heneeded

togethishandsonweedmixedwithsomething

heavier.Thatwashowhewantedtonumbthe

pain...

Hesatdownonthebenchesandplacedhis

headinbetweenhislegs.Hewantedtoscream

andshoutbutnothingcouldn'tcomeoutofhis

mouth.Hefeltlikesomethingwasstuckinhis

throat.

Thedoctormadehiswaytohim.

Doctor:CanItalktoyou?



Haydenlookedathim andhewantedtopunch

him intheface.Talkaboutwhatwhenthe

motherofhischildrenwasgoneandwasalive

onlybecauseofoxygenpipes.

Doctor:Ihavetorunsomethingpastyou...

Haydenquietlystoodupandfollowedthe

doctortohisoffice.

Haydensatdownandlookedatthedoctor.

Thedoctorwantedtobecarefulinapproaching

thisissueandgiveitthesensitivityitdeserves.

Thedoctorstartedtalkingandafterhewas

donehelookedatHayden.Expectingareaction



orananswerbutnothing.

.

.

*

*
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Atthehospital

Thedoctor'soffice

Haydenchuckledbeforelookingatthedoctor

withastraightface.



Hayden:No.

Doctor:Excuseme?

Hayden:No.Simpleasthat.Am Iforcedtodo

that?

Doctor:Nobu-

Hayden:ThenI'm notdonatingRegie'sheart.

Notnow,notever.

Doctor:Buthumani-

Hayden:Idonotgiveadamnabouthumanity.

Doctor:Butsheisjustalittlegirl...

Haydenjustheldhimselfback.

Hayden:IjustlostapersonIcareaboutand

you'realreadyreadytocutheruptogiveher

organs.Knowwhatgiveherheartaway,her

liver,herlungs,hekidneys(sarcastically)



Thedoctorsawtheangerinhiseyesandkept

quiet.

Doctor:Myapologies.

JustashewassayingthatTessa'sparents

walkedinsidetheofficeandtheylookedat

Haydenthenthedoctor.

ThedoctorshookhisheadandMaTessaheld

backhertears.ShewalkeduptoHayden.

MaTessa:Please!I'm beggingyou.Mylittlegirl

isabouttodi-

RaTessa:Pleasesir!

Haydentookonegoodlookatthem.Hehadn't

evenstartedgrievingandalreadypeoplewere

afterherbodyparts.



Hayden:Mydecisionstillstands.Excuseme.

HewalkedoutandMaTessasobbedintoher

husband'schest.Whycouldn'theseereason?

Tessahadalottoliveforanditwasn'tasifit

willchangeanythingwithReginah'ssituation.

ThedoctorlookedatthecoupleasRaTessa

ledhiswifetothecouchandshewipedher

tears.

RaTessa:Heisstillhurt,wecan'tbombardhim

withsuchwhenheisstartingtoacceptthathis

fianceeisgone..Heneedstime.

MaTessa:IknowbutTessa...shedoesn'thave

time.



RaTessasighed.

MaTessa:Wecangivehim timetothinkabout

itbutTheresadoesn'thavetime.Sheis

deterioratingandwemightloseheranytime.

Shecan'tevendoanything.Doctorpleasehelp

us...

Shelookedathim pleading.Moretearsfilled

hereyes.

MaTessa:Please!Sheisjustalittlegirlandher

dyingjustlikethat...

ThedoctorlookedatTessa'smotherasshegot

onherkneesbegginghim.

MaTessa:Kakopa!We'llpay,anythingformy

babytolive...



Shesaidastearsstreameddownhereyes.

Thedoctorwasstuckbetweenarockanda

hardplace.Hewastoldnowhiletherewasa

familythatwasdesperatetosavetheirlittlwgirl.

Hesighedandrubbedhisbeard.

MaTessa:Kamokopela!!

RaTessahelpedhiswifestandonherfeetand

theylookedatthedoctor.

Thedoctorsatdownonhischairandleaned

back.

MaTessalookedathim withtearyeyes.Her

daughter'slifewashangingbythethreadand

shehadtodowhatshehadtodo.



Doctor:Imightlosemypracticinglicencefor

this...butokay.

Awaveofreliefhitherasshesmiledtearfully..

Theythankedthedoctorandwalkedoutofhis

office.Hewalkedoutafterthem andheadedto

Regie'sroom.Hestoppedbythedoorwhenhe

sawHaydeninside.Hisheartpoundedlooking

athim andwhathesaidhewasabouttodo.

HewasstillgrievinganditwasuptoHaydento

switchoffthemachinesornot.Hewalkedaway.

Haydenheldhisfiancee'shandandfeltadeep

lumpinhisthroat.Hehadsomuchtosaybut

couldn'tsayit.Hewantedtohopethatthemore

hekeptthemachinesontheremightbea



chanceofherwakingupbutsheheardwhatDr

Romanosaid.Itwashopeless.Onedaythe

machinesweregonnaswitchoffonherown

becauseitwouldbeuselessandhedidn'twant

todragherthroughthattoo.

Hegotupandmadehiswaytothedoctor's

office.

Thedoctorlookedupstartledashisguilty

consciencesetin.

Hayden:Iwanttoswitchoffthemachinea

tomorrow.

Doctor:Verywell.I'llorganiseforthat.

Haydennoddedandwalkedout.Hewasmet

withBlairwholookedhopeless.

Hayden:I'm switchingoffthemachines



tomorrowmorning.

Blair'sheartcracked.

Blair:No!

Hayden:Imadethedecision.I'm goingtocheck

onthetwins.

Haydenwalkedawayandwenttothepediatric

ward.

Thedoctorcalledthelocalheartsurgeonashe

madearrangementsfortonight.Theywere

goingtodoittonight.

Hewentthroughthedocumentsandtriedto

findthepaperswhereHaydenhadsignedwhen

Reginahwasadmittedtothehospital.



Hecoveredhisface.Hisguiltyconscienceset

inanditconsumedhim ashedidthat.

.

.

*

*
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AtReginah'shouse

Haydenwalkedaroundthehouseasthepain



settleddeepinhischest.Ofcourseithurt,he

hadjustlosttheloveofhislifeandhewas

abouttopulltheplug.

Hepausedthoughtfullyashesearchedhis

pocketsforhisphone.

Hewentthroughhiscontacts.Heneededto

numbitdown.Themoreheinhaledherfaint

perfumeandthefactthatherclotheswerehere

andeverythingjustmadeithurtmuchmore

worse.

Hedialedthenumberandthepersonanswered.

Hayden:Weedpluscocaine..makeitfast.

Him:Okay.It'sshortnotice,you'llhavetopay

more.

Hayden:Noproblem.



Hehungupandranhishandthroughhishair

lookingaroundwithtearsinhiseyes.Hebithis

lowerliptryingtostopthesoundfrom escaping

butthelatterwonandhewasonhiskneesin

secondsholdingontothesofacrying.

Hisheartcouldn'ttakeitanymore.Helosther.

Shewasgonejustlikethat.Hehadtodrownin

out.Hiswholelifelinedied.

Allbecauseofoneselfishwoman.Heknewhe

wasgoingtodealwithher,heneededtotryand

getthroughthis.

Hisbellowedcriescouldbeheardfrom ahouse

nearbyandtheyjustknewthatamancried

whenhehadreachedhisbreakingpoint.For



him tocrylikethatmeantthathewasreallyhurt

andtheyheartsachedforwhoeverwascrying.

Haydencouldn'tcontrolhistears.Hecouldn't

imaginelifewithouther.Italmostseemed

impossibletolivewithouther.Hisphonerang

uncontrollablyonthesofaashecried.

Atthehospital

Thedoctorcomparedthetwosignaturesand

theylookedidentical.Howwashegoingtodo

thiswithoutthem noticing?

Itwouldlookdodgyiftheyfindthemachines

offsowhatiftheyswitchthemachineaoffand

theydoanon-beatinghearttransplanteven

thoughafreshbeathingheartwould'vebeen



muchmoresuitableinthissituation.

Eitherway,heprayednottogetcaught.The

familylookedapdesperatefortheirchildtolive

andhehadtohelpthem somehow.Itwasjusta

child.Achild.

AtMsSmith'shouse

Shejustsatinherhousestaringatthewhite

wall.Shecouldn'tevendrink.Therewasavoice

thatkepttellingherhowwrongshewasand

thayshewasevil.ThatimageofHaydeninthe

darkroom wasstillstuckinherheadandshe

alwaysmadesureshelockedalldoorsand

everything.

Hewasbluffingright?Itjustdidn'tfeellikea



bluff.Theintercom ringingmadeherjumpand

sheheldherheart.

Shesuckedinadeepbreathandmadeherway

tothedoorwhereshepressedthebuttonsnext

tothedoorwhileherheartskipped.Thegate

openedandsheanxiouslywaitedfortheperson

toshowthemselves.

Thedooropenedandshelookedattheofficer

ofthelawashehandedherbigbrownenvelope

beforewalkingaway.

Sheclosedthedoorandlockeditbefore

closingthegate.

Shesliddownthedoorandopenedthe

envelope.



Shereadwhatwaswrittenandsheknewher

lifewasoveralready.Sheheldbacktears.Was

thereanywayshecouldstophim from doing

this?Shewashismother,hehadtofeelforher

right.

Shenoddedherheadlikeamadpersonasshe

quicklystoodupalmostfallingonherbutt

beforeheadingtothebedroom towearher

shoes.Wherewashelikelytobe?

Sheranoutofherhouseandopenedthegate

beforewalkingtoReginah'shouse.

Sheopenedthegateandsawhiscarthere.

Therewasstillhope.Sheknockedonthedoor

andknocked.Therewasnoanswer..



Shesighedandwalkedaway.

MeanwhileHaydensatinthespareroom

blowingupthesmoke,tryingtoforgetwhatwas

happeningaroundhislife..inhislife..

.

.

*

*

*
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AtReginah'shouseintheearlyhoursofthe



morning

Haydentossesashemurmuredsomething.He

openedhiseyesandalmostjumpedseeing

Reginahonthebed.Shegavehim oneofher

prettysmiles.

Reginah:Heylove..

Herubbedhiseyesaskinghimselfifheis

drreamingorthedrugsgothim hallucinating.

Shewasgone.Shecan'tbehere.

Shejustmovedherlegsupanddownbefore

sighinglookingathim sittingupright.

Reginah:You'llbejustfine.

Shewassittingonhersideofthebed.



Reginah:Thankyouthewonderfulyearyougave

me.Itwasoneofthebestyearsofmylife,now

youhavetoletmego.I'm okaywhereverIam H.

Shesaidwithapuresmile.Almostangeliceven.

Itallseemedpeaceful.

Reginah:Wehavetwobeautifulbabies.Take

careofthem.Iknowyou'llbedaddyoftheyear.

Justpromisemethatyouwon'thurtyourself

likethis,I'm waitingtogotoabetterplace.I'm

atpeaceandyouhavealottolivefor.

Shestoodupfrom thebedinallwhiteand

walkedtohisside,shekneeledbeforehim

holdinghishands.

Haydencouldn'tbringhimselftobelieveit,she



seemedsorealthathecouldactuallyfeelher

touch.

Reginah:You'renothallucinating(smiling)Ilove

youokay?Takecareandliveyourbestlifemy

love.Letourbabieabetheretomendyour

brokenheart,I'm sorryourshadtoendlikethis.

Yousaidtilldeathdoesusapartanditdid.We'll

meetinanotherlife.

Shestoodupandkissedhischeekbefore

walkingaway.Shelookedbackandthrewan

angelicsmilehiswaybeforeitseemedlikeshe

disappeared.

ThistimeHaydenjumpedfrom thebedinshock

asherubbedhiseyes

HewasdreamingthathewasnexttoRegie.

Whydidithavetoend?Helookedaroundthe

room andnothinghadchanged.Itwasadream



butheheldhisheartashebreathedinandout.

Hewasjustdreaming.Hissubconsciouswas

thinkingabouthersomuchthathedreamtall

ofthat.

Hegotoffthebedandmadehiswayoutofthe

spareroom.Heheadedtothebedroom andthe

factthayherfaintperfumewaslingeringinthe

airwasenoughreminderthathislifelinewas

gone.

Heheadedstraighttothebathroom andgot

nakedbeforegoingundertheshower.The

memoriescamefloodingbackandhecried

underthewater,washegoingtobethesame?

Hestoodtherethinkingwhenitclickedthathe



alsohadtwohumanbeingstolookafter.They

won'tknowtheirmotherbuthe'lltellthem one

day.Theonlywayforwardwastolookafter

HaydenJrandAvery...

Sheleftthem andtheyhadapartofher.He

leanedbackasthewaterdrizzledacrosshis

pectoralmuscles.Notdrugsmaybe.Maybe

moreink...thepainoverpain.

Hesighedasthewaterwasheddownhistears.

Atthehospital

BlairandCanearrivedbeforeHaydenandBlair

sighed.

Blair:Thisisit.



Cane:Iguessso.

Blair:LetmegoseethwtwinsI'llbeback.She

walkedaway.Thebabiesweregettingstronger

eachdayandmostprobablybytheendofthis

monththeywillbeallowedtotakethem home.

ShewasgoingtohelpHaydenwiththekidsto

relievetheweightonhisshoulders.Stillatthat,

theyalsohadtonotifythefamilyabout

everythingbutfornow,Haydenwasstill

grievinghisfianceeandtheyhadtorespectthat.

Haydenarrivedanhourlateratthehospitaland

madehiswaytothedoctor'soffice.He

knockedonthedoorbeforewalkingin.The

doctorpanickedwhenhelaidhiseyeson

Hayden.



Haydensuspiciouslylookedathim beforehe

sighed.

Hayden:Canwedoitnow?

Doctor:Ofcourse,ofcourse.

Haydenfollowedthedoctoroutoftheofficeas

theyheadedtoRegie'sroom.CaneandBlair

sawthem thentheyfollowedthem.

Haydenheldherwarm handonemoretime

beforekissingherforehead.

Doctor:Sheisbraindeadandthereisnothing

thatcanbedone.Oncethemachinesareoff

herheartstopsbeating.



Haydennoddedandthedoctorwalkedtothe

machines.Hedidn'tknowhowhewasgoingto

pulloffasurgerynowtoremoveherheartif

theyfamilylingeredaroundmuchlonger.

Heswitchedoffthemachinesandthey

watchedtheheartbeatdroptozero.Hayden

suckedinadeepbreathashisgothot.Tears

burnedatthebackofhiseyesbuthewas

aroundpeople.Theyshouldn'tseehim weak.

Helookeddownbeforehelookedupagainand

sighed.Blaircoveredhermouthasthetears

floweddownhercheeks.

Haydenwalkedforward.

Hayden:Letmedoit..



Helookedatherangelicfeaturesoncemore.

Hayden:Iloveyoumyangel.Foreverandalways.

Gowellsugar..

Heheldthesheetandlookedather,hehadso

muchtosaybuthejustcoveredherwiththe

sheetandkeptitallinside.

Hayden:Restinpeacesweetangel.

Hefinallysaidandsteppedback.Hewalkedout

oftheroom afterthat.

CaneheldBlairastheywalkedoutoftheroom

andthedoctorslidhisphoneout.

Doctor:Theysignedthepapers,wecangether

heart.



Hehungupandlookedaroundbeforerubbing

hishandsonhiscoat.

Hewalkedoutoftheroom.Theyhadtomove

herandbefastbeforethefamilyaskedfor

them tosendherbodytothemortuary.

Laterthatevening

Haydensatdownontherugandlookedaround.

Hedidn'thavetheenergytopackupherstuff,

hewasalreadyshutteredhimselfandnowhe

hadtobestrongfortheinnocenthumansthat

onlyhadhim astheirnextofkin.

Hecoveredhisface.Funeralarrangementshad

tobedone.Theyhadtoseeifshehadawilland

ifshehadwhat'swhat.



Everything.Buthewasgoingtobuythishouse.

Hewon'tletthememoriesfadeaway.Hewas

goingtobuythishouseandkeepitasan

inheritanceforhiadaughter.Maybe.

Helookedaround.Itfeltsodifferentandhe

wassoempty.Itwasnotanicefeeling.Thelast

timehefeltlikethis,helostalldirectionand

mether.Shekeptongoingonandonabout

thinkingofherasasister.Asmallsmilecame

onhislips.Shewasalwayshisvoiceofreason

andhewasgoingtomissthat.

Callingherwhenevertheywantedtotalkand

justdoingstuffwithher.Hedidn'thavethe

strengthtogothroughherpictures,thatwould

breakhim evenmoreatthispoint.



Atthehospital

Thedoctorssmiledaftertheyhadsuccessfully

takenoutReginah'sheart.Shewasstitchedup

andalreadycleaned.Alltheyhadtodowastake

herbodytothemortuarynow.Anotherlifewas

goingtobesavedbythisthat'sforsure.

.

.

*

*

*
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2dayslater



Atthehospital

Tessaopenedhereyesandshesawher

parentslookingatherwithhopeintheireyes.

Hermotherquicklywenttogetaglassofwater

andgaveittoher.

Herfatherfixedupherpillowasshetriedtoait

uprightbuttherewasadullpainonherchest.It

feltlikeshehadbeencut.

Shepeekedinsidethehospitalgownandsaw

thestitchesthayranalongherchestareaand

gasped.



Hermothersmiled.

Tessa:Igotaheart?

MaTessa:Yes..

Tessa:thankGod!

Tearsblurredhereyesandthathappinesswas

allthatmattered.Regardlessofwhattheydid.

Aslongastheirbabywasgood,itwasokay.

Tessawipedhertearsaway.Theyhavebeen

waitingforyearsforamomentlikethisandshe

finallygotone.

Tessa:Isthedoctoraround?

MaTessa:Whichdoctor?

Tessa:Regiemama,soIcantellherIgotanew

heartandwillbegettingoutofhospital.

Thetwoparentslookedateachotherand



sighed.Theyhadrehearsedwhattheywould

sayaboutthatregardless,theyweren't

expectingthisquestionthissoon.

MaTessa:Uhm baby?

Tessa:Hmm...

MaTessa:Youknowthedoctorwasaboutto

havebabiesright?

Tessanodded.Shedidn'tlikehermother'stone

onebit.

MaTessa:Shegotintoanaccidentand

unfortunatelythedoctorscouldn'tsaveher,but

theysavedthebabies.

Tessa:Whatdoesthatmean?

Hermothersighed.Therewasnowaytheywere

tellingTessashehadReginah'sheart.She

wouldfeelguiltyandalsoitwasasecretthey



wouldtaketothegrave.Therewasazero

probabilityofTessaevermeetinganyone

relatedtoReginah.

MaTessa:Sheisgone..

Tessagaspedbeforecoveringhermouthin

shock.Shewasgone.Shedidn'tevensay

goodbyetoher.

Tessa:It'saprankright,sheisgoingtowalkin

anymomentfr-from nowright?

Herfatherjustwalkedoutastheguiltlaid

heavilyonhim.Theysworetheyweregoingto

takethissecrettothegravebutwhatif?Whatif?

WhatifitallblowsupintheirfacesandTessa

iscaughtinthecrossfire?

AttheSmith's



HaydenwasgratefulforCanehavingtalkedto

thefamily.TheyweregoingtolayReginahto

restthisweekendwhichwasstartingthatday

sinceitwasaFridayandshortlyafterthat,he

waagoingtothehospitalforthetwins.They

seemedtobeokayandhewasn'tsurehowhe

wasgoingtodothisparentingthingalonebut

wellhehadthesupportofthewholefamily.

Bythelooksofit,everyonehadsomuch

respectforhisdadandtheyhadlongbeen

waitingforhissontocomehome.Hehatedhis

mothermore,fortakingawaytheonethingthat

hadstartedtomakesenseinhismesseduplife.

Hesatonthebedatthebedroom hewasgiven,

tothinkthattheyweregoingtocomehereto

talkabouttheirweddingnottoburyher.



Hecoveredhisfacewithhishands.Hedidn't

knowhowtogetthroughthis.

Adoorknockdisturbedhisthoughtsandoneof

theolderauntsofthefamilywalkedin.

Helookedupandshesmiledsympathetically.

Aunt:Hi,canItalktoyouforamoment?

Hayden:Ofcourse.

Hestoodonhiafeetandfollowedher.They

stoppedbythepassage.

Aunt:Hanekentsekesutlhamoswi,Isaw

somethingweird.

Haydenlookedatherconfused.



Aunt:Notthec-sectionscar,ngng..gonale

lebadilelengweandit'sfresh..

Haydenwaitedforhertocontinue.

Hayden:Itrunsnexttoherheartandit'sstillred

andfresh..

Haydenfrowned.Herheart?Ascar?

Theauntyslippedherhandbetweenherbreasts.

Aunt:Otlaintshwarelamotlogolo...

Sheremovedherphoneandwenttothegallery

whereshehadsnappedafewphotosof

Reginah'schest.Shedidn'texpectHaydentogo

seeher,hewasstillhurtinganditwouldonly

causealotofgriefandsorrowforhim whenhe

wastryingtocope.



Haydenlookedatthepictureclosely.Shewas

rightanditlookedfresh.Hissuspicionsrose

andhelookedbackathisaunt.

Aunt:Ithoughtyouknewsomethingaboutit.

Hayden:Ididn't.Thankyou.Uhm,sendthe

picturesI'llseewhattodo.

Aunt:Alright.

Shewasabouttowalkawaywhenshestopped

inhertracks.

Aunt:Ogomotsege,shelefttwobeautiful

childrenforyou.

Haydenjustnoddedandtheauntwalkedaway.

Hewillseethisafterthefuneralisfinalised.



Thatiswhathewasgoingtodo.

Hewalkedbacktohisroom wherehesatonthe

bedandscrolledthroughthepicturesandall.

AtMasa'shouse

Herfatherreadtheletterandhewasgladthey

responded.Unfortunatelytheyhadsaidthey

hadabereavementandthattheywillschedule

ameetingoncethedustsettled.

Itseemedasifthingswon'tbethatbad

althoughhehadwishedthathisdaughterhad

neverfallenpregnantbutithadalready

happened.



Masasatintheroom withTillyasshenarrated

whathappenedatthepensdownparty.

Tilly:GonegolebusyMasa!!

Masa:Bathong!!ImissedoutbutIdidn'tmiss

outbutImissedouyyougetme?

Tilly:Owai,whilewaitingforFebruary,I'llbein

Maun,gatwegoahappenerkaDecember.

Masa:yoh!Yoh!Don'tmakememisspartying

you.KanaaroundDecemberIusedtobein

Gabsmma,chillstep,Black,Socialkeoreyoh!

Tilly:Askies..(laughing)

Masa:Fosek!

Theylaughedastheytalked.

Tilly:Howismygodbabydoing?

Masa:Sheisgood.Doyoudrink?

Tilly:Onlywinedarling,gadicidermoo..ngng..



Masa:Whowould'vethought...

Tilly:Idrinkoccasionally

so...(shrugging)Imaginekejaallowance

mntase..fashionsense,theewinesdarling..

Masa:Fashionmylove..

Tilly:Tolifeandhappiness...

Masa:Ifthisbabywillallowmetobehappy...

Tilly:Whatever,you'regonnamakeithun,trust

me.

Masa:We'llseekaFebruaryneh..

From thereontheysnappedphotosandTilly

forcedMasatostandforfullbodypictures.

Tilly:Matildathephotographerhere,

acknowledgemewhenyoupostthem..

Masa:Iwon'tpostthem.

Tilly:Ngng..omontle,mathatankoe



maswenyana..

Masa:WaswabaMatildah.Mxm!

MatildalaughedandMadadidtoo.

AtLetso'shouse

ShesatonherbedasshesetupherInstagram

account.Schoolwasdoneforandshewasa

100%sureshedidwell,noquestionsasked.

Aftersettingitup,shefollowedherfavourite

celebsandsearchedprofileaofpeopleshe

knew.ShesawMasa'sInstagram andpaused.

SheclickedonitandMasahadjustuploaded

picturesofherpregnantself.Wasshenot

embarrassedofpostingpicturesofherself

pregnantwhenshewasstillunderage?Tothe



publiceven?

Sherolledhereyesasshereadthecaption.

" Beabutterflyandflyhigher.BtwIwas

forcedtopostthesebytheegodmother,check

thelastframe "

Letsoscrolledtothesecondtolastframeas

theysmiledattheselfiecam,thenthelast

framehada30secondvideoofthem doing

absolutelynothingbutsmilingandpouting.

SheclickedonMatilda'sprofileaftershe

commentedimmediately.

Shewentthroughherpicturesandshesawthe



picturestheyhadtogether.Overashorteriodof

timeandtheyalreadyhadalotofpictures

together?Suchfriendshipsusuallysmelledfake

from amileaway.Theyaren'tgoingtolast,she

couldbetherlastmoneyonit.

Shecontinuedsearchinguppeoplesheknew

onInstagram.

AttheSmith's

Thatevening,Reginah'scasketwasplacedin

theloungeassomeoftheladiessatonthe

floorandthemensatonthechairs.Hayden

quietlysatdowninanallblackoutfit.Hewasn't

goingtodisrespecthislove'slastmemoriesby

wearingjeans.Hisblacksilkshirtwasneatly

tuckedinhisblackpants.Theysaidthiswasan

allnightvigilbeforetheburial.



Alocalpastorhadbeencalledandalthoughje

didn'tbelieveinanyreligion,helistenedashe

talkedabouttheafterlife.Hejustwantedhis

angeltorestinpeace.That'sall.

BlairlookedupatHaydenandhelookedso

emotionlessthatonewouldquestionifhewas

evengrieving.Shelookeddownasshewiped

thetearsthathadescapedhereyes.Cane

listenedandhesighed.Thiswashardfor

Haydenandheknewhewasn'tgoingtoshow

emotionatall.Hesighed.Hedidn'tknowhow

theyweregoingtohelphim getoverthisorifhe

wasevergoingtogetoverthis.

.

.

*
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*
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AtTheSmith's

Thefollowingmorning

Haydenloadedhisbagsintothecarbeforehe

wenttosaygoodbyetothefamily.Itwasstill

freshbutthentherewerethetwinstothinkof,

seeifRegiehadawill,thehouseandthatissue

withthescararoundherheart.

Hehadsomuchtodothenhehadtogobackto



school.Atthispointhewasn'tgoingtoleave

schoolwhenshehadaskedhim notto,leaving

wouldbelikedisrespectingherwishes.

Hehuggedtherestofthefamilymembers

beforehuggingBlair.

Blair:Haveasafejourney.

Hayden:Iwill.Thankyou.

HehuggedCaneandlethim go.

Cane:Willseeyouinafewdays.

Hayden:Ofcourse.

Hewalkedbacktohiscarandtheywavedat

him.Hesmiledabitthroughthepainashegot

insideandstartedthecar.



Anhourlaterhedroveasitstartedtoshower

slightly.Heswitchedtheradioontotacklethe

silencethatseemedtodepresshersomemore.

Thesongthathadbeenplayingendedasanew

onebegun.Hetriedtoignorethepaininhis

chestasCelineDion'sMyHeartWillGoOn

playedandthewordshitaveryopenwound.

Hedroveofftheroadandparkedundera

nearbytreeastearsfelldownhischeeks.

LovewaswhenIlovedyou

Thattruetime,Iholdyou

Inmylifeyou'llalwaysgoon

Near,farwhereveryouare

Ibelievethattheheartdoesgoon



Oncemore,youopenedthedoor

Andyou'rehereinmyheart

Andmyheartwillgoonandon

Heheldthesteeringwheeltightlyashottears

rolleddownhischeeks.Shewasheretoshow

him howtogoon?Hedidn'tunderstandwhyhe

lovedhersomuchjustforhertoleavehim here.

Thefamiliarheavyfeelingsinhischestcame

backtentimesstrongerandthetearsdidn't

stop.Thesongreachedit'spinnacleandit

seemedtojusthurthim more,awholelifetime

withouther?Awholefuckinglifetimewithout

her?

Itseemedsurrealandhealwayswisheditwas

allabaddream.Justanightmarehewillwake



upfrom onlytorealisethatitwasanditwillstill

behisreality.

Hewipedhistearsbuttheystilltrickleddown

hischeeks.Hestartedthecarandjoinedthe

road.Hehadanhourandahalftogetbackto

Francistown.

Atthehospital

Tessalaidawakeonthebedwaitingforthe

nursetobringherfood.Shestillcouldn'tbelieve

shehadanewheart.Shefeltokay.Different

maybebutithasbeenalongsinceshehada

healthypumpingheart.

Shewishedshecouldtelltheprettydoctorthat

shehadaheart.Shewouldbesohappyforher



andshefeltsadthatthedoctordidn'tmeether

babies.Shewasgenuinelyexcitedabouther,

mogonnaakere?(y'allareshittingonme

right?)Lelenyatsothata..

Hestoodup.Hedidn'tneedtoquestionhim to

knowhedidit.Hepickeduptheforged

signaturedocumentsandstoodupinhisall

blackoutfit.

Hayden:Seeyouinjailfororganharvestingor

whatevercrimeyou'llbeinjailfor.

Haydenpaused.

Hayden:Andoh,ifthereareanyotherillegal

crimes,I'ldefinitelydigthem out.Enjoyfreedom

whileitlasts.



Hewalkedpasthim andwalkedout.The

doctor'skneesshooksohardandhestruggled

tobreath.Itallcamebacktobitehim intheass

andhard.Hewasn'tsurely19right?A19year

olddidn'thavethatmuchpower.Heknew

people,maybeheshouldstartmakingcalls.

Heheldontothewallashemadehiawaytohia

desk.Thedocumentsweregone.Hishands

shookastheprosoectofjailterrifiedhim.He

quicklydialedTessa'sparents.

MaTessaansweredimmediately.

MaTessa:Hello?

Doctor:Hefoundout...

Thelinecut.

Doctor:Hello?Hello!!



Hetrieddialingitagainbutitdidn'tgothrough

now.

MeanwhileoutsideTessa'shospitalroom Ma

Tessalookedatherhusband.

MaTessa:Gatweheknows.

RaTessa'smouthgapedopen.

MaTessa:Whatdowedo?Wehavetomove

Tessaawayfrom here...

RaTessa:Wemightgotojail..

Shebithernails.

MaTessa:AndTiaissoyoungand

Tessa...(teary)

RaTessa:Ifwerunweshowthatweareguilty..

MaTessa:Butweareguilty..ohmyGod!!



Tearsblurredhereyesasherhusbandpulled

herintohisembrace.

MaTessa:Wepaidhim a-andohgosh...

Sheletgoofherhusbandandwipedhertears.

MaTessa:Letmecallmysister...

Shetookherphoneoutanddialedhersister's

number.

Sheexplainedtoherwhatwashappening.Her

sisterdidn'twanttogetinvolvedbutsheliterally

beggedher.

MaTessa:Please,forayearortwoinCanada..

Her:Whatiftheycomeforme?

MaTessa:Tessaisinnocentinallof



these..please!

Her:Fine,bookaflightforherwithaprivate

nursebecauseherheartsurgeryiastillnew.

MaTessa:Thankyou.

Shehungupandlookedatherhusband.

MaTessa:Let'sgetTessaoutofhere.

Herhusbandnodded.

Meanwhileinthedoctor'soffice,hefinally

askedaroundaboutHaydenSmithandhisheart

poundedmore.Itwasnotknownbutfrom his

quickaskinghewasKennedySmith'sson.

Chillsrandownhisspine.Kennedywasthe

country'smostwanted.Hewasadangerous



manandhissonjustthreatenedhim.Heknew

aboutthetimeKennedywasarrested.Itwas

newsallover.

ThedooropenedandTessa'sparentswalkedin.

Theysawtheworryonthedoctor'sfaceand

theyimmediatelyknewshitwasabouttogo

down.

ThedooropenedonceagainandHayden

walkedinholdinghisson.

Hechuckled.

Hayden:Ohjustintimeforyouguystodiscuss

yourplans.Wonderful.

RaTessa:Sonpleaseforgiveuswedidwhathe

hadtodo.Ourchildwasdying.



Hayden:Wellnotmyproblem right?Everyone

diesandthereisnotalotthatcanbedone...

Thewayhesaidthat,theyknewhewashurting.

Hayden:Well,IguessIshouldseeeveryonein

court...

Helookedatthesmallhumaninhisarmsand

walkedout.

RaTessa:Heisblindedbyhurt.

MaTessa:Whatwedidisillegal...ohgod(getting

teary)

HaydenplacedSmithJronthebed.

Hayden:Heylittleman..



Heletoutasmallsmileashelookedatthe

newborn.

Hayden:TheysayI'm yourdadbytheway..

SmithJrheldhisfingerwithhiswholehandand

hesmiled.

Hayden:Yoursisterissleepinglittleguy..

Thebabyjustlookedathim andhesmiled.

Maybehewillhealintime.Abigmaybe.

.

.

*

*
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AtTheSmith's

Thefollowingmorning

Haydenloadedhisbagsintothecarbeforehe

wenttosaygoodbyetothefamily.Itwasstill

freshbutthentherewerethetwinstothinkof,

seeifRegiehadawill,thehouseandthatissue

withthescararoundherheart.

Hehadsomuchtodothenhehadtogobackto

school.Atthispointhewasn'tgoingtoleave

schoolwhenshehadaskedhim notto,leaving

wouldbelikedisrespectingherwishes.



Hehuggedtherestofthefamilymembers

beforehuggingBlair.

Blair:Haveasafejourney.

Hayden:Iwill.Thankyou.

HehuggedCaneandlethim go.

Cane:Willseeyouinafewdays.

Hayden:Ofcourse.

Hewalkedbacktohiscarandtheywavedat

him.Hesmiledabitthroughthepainashegot

insideandstartedthecar.

Anhourlaterhedroveasitstartedtoshower

slightly.Heswitchedtheradioontotacklethe

silencethatseemedtodepresshersomemore.



Thesongthathadbeenplayingendedasanew

onebegun.Hetriedtoignorethepaininhis

chestasCelineDion'sMyHeartWillGoOn

playedandthewordshitaveryopenwound.

Hedroveofftheroadandparkedundera

nearbytreeastearsfelldownhischeeks.

LovewaswhenIlovedyou

Thattruetime,Iholdyou

Inmylifeyou'llalwaysgoon

Near,farwhereveryouare

Ibelievethattheheartdoesgoon

Oncemore,youopenedthedoor

Andyou'rehereinmyheart

Andmyheartwillgoonandon



Heheldthesteeringwheeltightlyashottears

rolleddownhischeeks.Shewasheretoshow

him howtogoon?Hedidn'tunderstandwhyhe

lovedhersomuchjustforhertoleavehim here.

Thefamiliarheavyfeelingsinhischestcame

backtentimesstrongerandthetearsdidn't

stop.Thesongreachedit'spinnacleandit

seemedtojusthurthim more,awholelifetime

withouther?Awholefuckinglifetimewithout

her?

Itseemedsurrealandhealwayswisheditwas

allabaddream.Justanightmarehewillwake

upfrom onlytorealisethatitwasanditwillstill

behisreality.



Hewipedhistearsbuttheystilltrickleddown

hischeeks.Hestartedthecarandjoinedthe

road.Hehadanhourandahalftogetbackto

Francistown.

Atthehospital

Tessalaidawakeonthebedwaitingforthe

nursetobringherfood.Shestillcouldn'tbelieve

shehadanewheart.Shefeltokay.Different

maybebutithasbeenalongsinceshehada

healthypumpingheart.

Shewishedshecouldtelltheprettydoctorthat

shehadaheart.Shewouldbesohappyforher

andshefeltsadthatthedoctordidn'tmeether

babies.Shewasgenuinelyexcitedabouther,

mogonnaakere?(y'allareshittingonme

right?)Lelenyatsothata..



Hestoodup.Hedidn'tneedtoquestionhim to

knowhedidit.Hepickeduptheforged

signaturedocumentsandstoodupinhisall

blackoutfit.

Hayden:Seeyouinjailfororganharvestingor

whatevercrimeyou'llbeinjailfor.

Haydenpaused.

Hayden:Andoh,ifthereareanyotherillegal

crimes,I'ldefinitelydigthem out.Enjoyfreedom

whileitlasts.

Hewalkedpasthim andwalkedout.The

doctor'skneesshooksohardandhestruggled

tobreath.Itallcamebacktobitehim intheass



andhard.Hewasn'tsurely19right?A19year

olddidn'thavethatmuchpower.Heknew

people,maybeheshouldstartmakingcalls.

Heheldontothewallashemadehiawaytohia

desk.Thedocumentsweregone.Hishands

shookastheprosoectofjailterrifiedhim.He

quicklydialedTessa'sparents.

MaTessaansweredimmediately.

MaTessa:Hello?

Doctor:Hefoundout...

Thelinecut.

Doctor:Hello?Hello!!

Hetrieddialingitagainbutitdidn'tgothrough

now.



MeanwhileoutsideTessa'shospitalroom Ma

Tessalookedatherhusband.

MaTessa:Gatweheknows.

RaTessa'smouthgapedopen.

MaTessa:Whatdowedo?Wehavetomove

Tessaawayfrom here...

RaTessa:Wemightgotojail..

Shebithernails.

MaTessa:AndTiaissoyoungand

Tessa...(teary)

RaTessa:Ifwerunweshowthatweareguilty..

MaTessa:Butweareguilty..ohmyGod!!

Tearsblurredhereyesasherhusbandpulled

herintohisembrace.



MaTessa:Wepaidhim a-andohgosh...

Sheletgoofherhusbandandwipedhertears.

MaTessa:Letmecallmysister...

Shetookherphoneoutanddialedhersister's

number.

Sheexplainedtoherwhatwashappening.Her

sisterdidn'twanttogetinvolvedbutsheliterally

beggedher.

MaTessa:Please,forayearortwoinCanada..

Her:Whatiftheycomeforme?

MaTessa:Tessaisinnocentinallof

these..please!

Her:Fine,bookaflightforherwithaprivate

nursebecauseherheartsurgeryiastillnew.



MaTessa:Thankyou.

Shehungupandlookedatherhusband.

MaTessa:Let'sgetTessaoutofhere.

Herhusbandnodded.

Meanwhileinthedoctor'soffice,hefinally

askedaroundaboutHaydenSmithandhisheart

poundedmore.Itwasnotknownbutfrom his

quickaskinghewasKennedySmith'sson.

Chillsrandownhisspine.Kennedywasthe

country'smostwanted.Hewasadangerous

manandhissonjustthreatenedhim.Heknew

aboutthetimeKennedywasarrested.Itwas

newsallover.



ThedooropenedandTessa'sparentswalkedin.

Theysawtheworryonthedoctor'sfaceand

theyimmediatelyknewshitwasabouttogo

down.

ThedooropenedonceagainandHayden

walkedinholdinghisson.

Hechuckled.

Hayden:Ohjustintimeforyouguystodiscuss

yourplans.Wonderful.

RaTessa:Sonpleaseforgiveuswedidwhathe

hadtodo.Ourchildwasdying.

Hayden:Wellnotmyproblem right?Everyone

diesandthereisnotalotthatcanbedone...



Thewayhesaidthat,theyknewhewashurting.

Hayden:Well,IguessIshouldseeeveryonein

court...

Helookedatthesmallhumaninhisarmsand

walkedout.

RaTessa:Heisblindedbyhurt.

MaTessa:Whatwedidisillegal...ohgod(getting

teary)

HaydenplacedSmithJronthebed.

Hayden:Heylittleman..

Heletoutasmallsmileashelookedatthe

newborn.

Hayden:TheysayI'm yourdadbytheway..



SmithJrheldhisfingerwithhiswholehandand

hesmiled.

Hayden:Yoursisterissleepinglittleguy..

Thebabyjustlookedathim andhesmiled.

Maybehewillhealintime.Abigmaybe.

.

.
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AtJohnMackenziePrimarySchool

TheblackMercedescoursedit'swaythrough

theschoolasitblastedKeriHilson'sPrettyGirl

Rock.

Sheparkedthecarandfixedtherearviewmirror

andreappliedherlipglossbeforepoutingher

plumppinklips.

Shesmiledandopenedthecardoor,stepping

outslowlywithonefootforwardfirst.Thedriver

ofthecarthatparkednexttohers,sawher

prettylegsinher5inchheels.Hewaitedtosee

thefacethatbelongedtothebeautifullegs.

Shesteppedoutandheldherhandbagasher

hairflewtothesideduetothesoftbreeze.



Themanmutteredalowfuckashelookedat

her.

Shetouchedherairpodsasshetuckedherhair

behindherear.Shedarnwishedshehada

scrunchienearby.

Theladymadeherwaytotheclasseswhere

shewassureshewasgoingtofindthekids.

Sheknockedsoftlyonthedooranditopened.

Shedidn'tknowwhytheypreferredtowaitin

classthanwhereotherkidswaitedbutshe

didn'tevendebateit.

SmithJrsawherfirstbeforehissisterlooked

up.Ariellewasthelasttolookupandshe

smiledlikeMasaalwayssmiled.Masathanked



herluckystarsthatAriellehadmoreofher

qualities.

Averyfixedherbackpackandtouchedherlittle

ponytailandsmiledatMasa.

Masa:Alrightguys,let'sgo.Ineedtogo.

Ariellefixedherschoolshoesandstoodup

followingSmithJrwhowasnexttoMasain

seconds.

Smith:Isdadback?

Masa:NobutI'llconnecthim toagroupvideo

call.Coolwiththat?

Avery:Yesmom.

Masa:Babygirlwe'rewaitingforyou.

Arielle:Eemma..



Shequicklytookherbagandfollowedher

motherandthetwins.Hermothergaveherher

handandsheheldittight.

Masa:Whoisgettingthefrontseattoday?

Thethreelookedateachotherandnoonesaid

athing.

SmithJr:I'lltakeit..

Masa:Alright.

Theywalkedtotheparkinglotandshe

unlockedthecar.Theyeachopenedtheirsides

andgotinside.

Masa:Seatbeltseveryone.

Theyallbuckledupandshesmiled.



ThegirlsstartedchattingatthebackandSmith

JrquietlyobservedMasa.

SmithJr:You'repretty..

Masachuckled.

Masa:Thankyoubigguy,pickasong.They

aren'tevenlistening.

SmithJrjustheldherphoneashewenttohis

favouritesongandhandedMasaherphone

back.

Smith:Thankyou.

Masareversedoutoftheparkingspotbefore

shebuckledup.Tobelievethatshehasbeen

helpingHaydenoutwiththekidsforyearsnow.

Thefirstweekwasawkwardbecauseofher

historybutthentheyformedasiblinglike

relationshipandthesethreehavebeennothing



buthappinessalthoughhehadtomakeHayden

makethem understandthattheirmom isno

moreandtheyshouldbeawarethatshewasn't

theirmom.Theytookitwellandinsteadasked

questionsabouttheirmom thoughtheycalled

hermommy.

Masa'sphonerangandthatinterruptedSmith's

song.Helookedatherandsheansweredthe

call.

Masa:Hello...kakgweetsatlherraketswago

tsayabanakoskolong.

Hayden:Higuys..

Averyclappedherhands.

Avery:Daddy!

Hayden:Helloprincess..

Ariellewasthemostquietamongthethreeand

shetitledhersmallheadbeforesherecognized



thevoice.

Arielle:HelloUncle..

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Hellobaby..areyouguysgood?

SmithJr:Dadwhenareyoucomingback?

Hayden:Inafewdaysmyguy.I'llcalllaterokay?

SmithJr:Okay.

Hayden:Masaretlabua.

Masa:Suregrootman.

Hayden:Waswaba..

Masachuckledbeforehangingup.

Arielle:MamaIwanticecream.

Masalookedatherusingtherearviewmirror.

Masa:Aftereveryonedoestheirhomework.

SmithJr:Wealldidourhomeworkwaitingfor



you..

Masa:Averyobuannete?

Averynoddedherhead.

Masa:Lalapisa.

Shesaidasshetookau-turn.Nowshewas

goingtobuyicecream forallthreeofthem.

Avery:Weloveyou.

SmithJr:Verymuch.

Masa:Bolopebanakelona...mxm!(laughing)

AtSabranaMentalHospital

MsSmithstaredatthewhitewall,shekept

hearingvoicesandshewassureshewasn't



crazy.Reginahwasheretohaunther.Shecried

askinghertostop.Shedidn'tmeanit.

Whathappenedyearsagowasanaccident.

Thenurserushedinandjustinjectedher.She

wentoutlikealightbulb.Whenshewas

sentenced,shewasokayinprisonbutthings

spiralledoutofcontroktwoyearsagoandthey

hadtotakehertoanasylum.

Theyhadalwayssuspectedthatsomething

happenedinjailbuttheywillneverknow.

Whenevertheuthoughtshewasokay,shetook

twentystepsbackwards.

Notevenoncehashersonevervisitedher.No

oneevenbotheredandatthispoint,all



decisionsinvolvingherwerethestate's

problems.Itwassadthatnofamilyhadvisited

heroranything.

Thenursesighedafterlayingheronbedand

walkingout.Thatwasgoingtoknockherout

foratleast6hoursbeforeanotherepisode.

AtReginah'splace

Haydensatonthebedashelookedaround.He

didthisyearly.Onlytwoweekstogobeforeher

deathanniversary.Thekidsdidn'tknowhedid

thisandmaybehe'lltellthem inafewyears.

Hestoodupandwalkedtothewardrobe.He

nevermovedanythingandherclotheswerestill

there.Heheldoneofherfavouriteshirtand



inhaledherfaintscent.Hesmiledsadly.

Shewasgonebuthehadlearttolivewithit

thoughithurtlikeabitchwheneverherdeath

anniversarywasnear.Toknowthatshewas

gonewhentheydeliveredthetwins.

Speakingofthetwins,shewantedtoaskMasa

andBlairabouttheirplansabouthisbabies'

birthday.

Heslippedhishandsinhispocketsandranhis

handthroughhishair.

Hewilllive.Hedidn'twanttofollowhisheartat

thispointbecausehewasnotwillingtoloseyet

another.Hesatonthebedandlookedaround.

Maybeinanotherlifetimehewillgetoverhere



butthepainwasabitbearable.

Hayden:SugardoyouknowthatAverylooksa

lotlikeyou?Youliveinherandthankyoufor

them.Theykeptmesanethroughouttheyears

andifMasashowingupwaspartofyourplan,

thenthankyou.Shehasbeenamotherfigureto

them.(laughingsadly)Smithissucha

gentlemanthoughIseealotofmeinhim,

pleasehelpmeifhebecomesarebel..

Hewalkedoutofthebedroom.Maybehe

shouldsurprisethekidsandsayhecameearly?

Yeah.

Hewalkedout.Hehasbeenherelongenough.

Awholeweekwasenough.

AtBlair'shouse



Thekidsgotoutofthecarholdingicecream

andafewsweettreats.

Masa:I'm sorrybabiesbutIneedmetime.Don't

tireoutauntyBlairkalekopa.

Thegirlssmiled.Onewouldsweartheywere

triplets.TheyhadSmithtraitsandsometimes

shewouldbeaskediftheyweresiblingsand

shemightaswellsaytheywere.Theygrewup

assiblings.

Arielle:We'llbehavemom.Ifwedon'tgetmy

chocolate.

Masarolledhereyes.

Masa:Keisakaechocolate?Let'sgoguys.



Sheknockedonthedoorandafivemonthold

pregnantBlairopenedthedoor.

Masa:Glowyateng.

Blair:Ifeellikesh-

ShesawthekidsandnudgedatMasa.

Masa:Ineedmetimetlhemmawena.

Blair:Dirathanatsalona..(laughing)

Masa:WaswabamobamebanaBlair..mxm.

Blair:Heyguys,comein..

AriellepausedandlookedatBlair.

Arielle:Isthatababy?

Blairnodded.

Arielle:Itshouldbeagirl..

SmithJr:Ari!

Arielle:Ee(slowly)



Shefollowedthetwins.

Blair:Ariwankgatlhagore..

Masaplayfullyrolledhereyesasshetalkedto

Blair.

Masa:Kanatelltheguysthemmathey'llsort

thatfoolout.

Blair:It'sfine.

Masa:It'snotasiftheydon'tknow.Theyarejust

waitingforyougoahead.

Blair:Idon'twantastressfulpregnancyMasa.

Masasighed.

Masa:Ihearyou.

Theyhuggedandwhenshewasabouttogo,

Blaircalledouthername.



Blair:What'supwithyouandSmith?

Masa:WhichSmith?

Blair:Youknowwhichone...

Masa:Sharpomma..

Shehalfrantothecarinherheelsandshe

removedtheheelswhenshegotinsidethecar.

Shereversedbeforeherphonerang.

Masa:Hello...

Cane:Hellobabymama..

Masa:Tsamaelakootlhe,howisJoy?

Cane:Abouther,whatremedyisusedfor

morningsickness?

Masa:TotaIdidn'ttakeanyremedieshaish..ne

bantlogelakekgwahelagotweketlabakela

banna(laughing)



Cane:Ija.SharpandI'llpickAriellelater.

Masa:OkoBlairautwe.Sharpo.

ShehungupanddialedMatilda'snumber.

Tily:Moloi..

Masa:Beenbusyashelltlhemma

wena..kamosogirlsnightout?

Tily:TakeaflighttoGabsphakela.

Masa:Avanitomorrow?

Tily:Yesmam.

Masa:It'sadate..

Tily:Andgetlaid..

Masa:Eeuwno,I'm avirgin..don'tcorruptmy

mindwena..

Tily:Saystheonewithawholefiveyearold.

Masa:Ng..



Tily:Givemygodbabythephone.

Masa:Sheisatheraunt'splace.

Tily:Morereasontogetdicksincetheyarenot

there.

Masa:I'm relaxing..

Matildarolledhereyes.

Tily:Wampalelatsalayamewaitse..

Masa:I'm avirginmma..Ihaven'tseendickever

sinceIgotpregnant.

Tily:AndIwould'vesaidyou'relyingbutsinceI

knowtherealyou,that'sthetruth.

Masa:AndIplantokeepitthatway.

Tily:Idon'tknowhowtoconvinceyoubutI'llbe

withyouthewholeday.Legonnaflexibleka

tswagoileoomeletse.

Masa:Icanproveyouwrong..



Tily:Pleasedo..

Masa:Withpleasure.Sharpomma.

Tily:Bye.

Shehungupandshekepthereyesontheroad.

Shegottoherhouseandpressedtheremote,

openingthegate.Shedidn'tknowwhereher

otherremotewas.

Shedroveinsideandclosedthegate.She

parkedthecarandgotout.

Shegotherheelsandbag,walkingbarefooton

thepavement.

Shelookedforherhousekeysinthebagand



unlockedthedoor.

Masa:Finally.Ithasbeenastressfulweekat

workandnokidsnow..

Shesaidandsheclosedthedoorwithout

lockingit.

Masa:(talkingtoherself)ashower,getsocial

andchill..wine..definitelywinegirl...yes..that

moet.Yes!

Shedancedherwaytothebedroom andgotrid

ofherclotheshummingtoamadeuptune.

Shegotinsidetheshowerandopenedthe

water.Herhairwasgoingtogetwetbutshe

didn'tcare.



Shelaughedunderthewater.Herlifewas

perfectatthispoint,shecouldn'taskformore.

Beingsinglewasworkingjustfineforher.

30minuteslatershewalkedoutwithatowel

wrappedaroundherbodyandoneonherhead.

Shesatdownonthebedandlookedforher

phone.Shewentthroughhersocials.She

pausedcomingacrossBontleModiselle'sJoro

challenge..

Shewatchedtheclip.Shewasstillflexibleright?

Sheaskedherselflaughingasshestoodup

walkingtothewardrobe

MeanwhileHayden'scarparkedoutsideMasa's



house.Thekidswereprobablyhere.

Heusedhisremotetoopenthegatealittle

beforeclosingitandwalkingtothehouse.

MeanwhileMasastoodinfrontofthemirroras

sheblastedWizkid'sJoroinherroom.She

laughedassheheldherwaistwithherhands.

Masa:Bitchyoustillgotitinyou..(laughing)

Sheslowlystartedmovingherwaisttothebeat.

Okayshestillgotit.

Shestartedthesong.

Masa:BoBontlebatlarekgaphisabathong!

Shesaidasshelookedatherselfinthemirror.



Whenthesongstartedshedidtheexactsame

thingthatwasdoneinthevideo.Shesmiledas

shedanced.

Shedidn'thearthebedroom dooropen.Hayden

stoodthereashesawthatwaistmovesweetly

andwhenshewentdown.Goddamn!

Heslippedhishandsinhispocketshidinghis

boner.Themoveswereseductiveandhe

swallowed.

Masafeltweirdasshestoppeddancingand

turned.

Masa:ohmyGod!!Haydengetoutdude!!

Haydenraisedhishandsinsurrenderashe

walkedout.



.
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AtMasa'sHouse

Haydentriedtositonthecouchstraightbuthe

couldn't.Hishardoncouldn'tlethim ashekept

replayingwhathesawinhishead.

Hayden:Fuck!!



It'snotasifhehasn'tnoticedhowfucking

perfectshelooked,hejustdecidedtocrush

thosethoughtsdownbutthenhehadtosee

that.Whydidn'theknock?

Heaskedhimselfoverandoveragain.Her

breastslookedperkyonthemirrorasshe

danced.

Hayden:Stopthinkingaboutitman!!

Hewarnedhissubconscious.

Masawalkedoutofherroom withherhairlet

looseandalongmaxidress.Haydenwatched

her.Yup!Shewasfullycoveredup.



MasasatdownandlookedatHayden.

Masa:Youdidnotseethat.

Hayden:I-

Masa:IrepeatSmith,youdidnotseethat.

Shesaidandlookedathim.Expectinghim to

agreewithher.

Hayden:Ididnotseethat.

Masa:Good.Let'spretenditneverhappened.

Hayden:Tellthattomydick(underhisbreath)

Masa:Whatwasthat?

Hayden:Nothing..

Hestoodupandwalkedtothekitchen.

Masaquietlyfollowedhim withbarefeet.



Hayden:Wherearethekids?

Masa:TheyarewithBlair,whydidn'tyoucallne

rra?

Hayden:Ithought..

Masa:Whyneothoughtamara(laughing)

Hayden:Iwasassumingthey'llbehere.

Masa:Stopbeinganassumist.

Hayden:Thatworddoesn'texist.

Masa:Whateverdude.Whatever..

Hayden:Sowhatchudoing?

Masa:Iwashavingmetime...wait...howdidyou

getinside?Thegateisclosed.

Heslidouttheremoteandsheangledherhead.

Masa:You'retheonewhotookit...

Haydensliditbackintohispocket.



Hayden:Andthereisnothingyoucandoaboutit.

Masa:Bringitbackdude!!

Hayden:Kedude?(actingsurprised)

Masa:Yes..dudemygateremote.

Hayden:Notinthislifetime.

Masarolledhereyesasshewalkedtothe

fridge.Thesunlightthatcamethroughthe

kitchenwindowshoneherwayandhecould

perfectlyseethatassthroughtheyellowmaxi

dress.Helookedtheotherwayassheclosed

thefridgeaftertakingoutthejuice.

Masa:Juice?Iwasabouttohavewine.

Hayden:Don'tstoponmyaccount.

Masa:Idon'thavebeerinthehouse,Ihave

wines.Lotsofwines.

Hayden:IknowMasa.Iknow..



Masa:CaneistakingAriandIguessthekidswill

bewiththeirdadsthisweekend.Moretimefor

me.

Shesaidasshestoodonhertippytoestoopen

thetopshelf.Shepulledthewineoutandwent

toanothershelftotakeherwineglass.

Masa:Sinceyou'rehere,helpmeopenthat

bottle..letmeorderpizzaorsomething.

ShewalkedoutandHaydentookoutanother

glassandhecheckedthelabelandhenodded.

Hepouredthewineintothewineglassesas

Masawalkedinholdingherphone.

Masa:Uhm Lemonandherborperi-peri?No

wait,yourfavouriteisperi-peri...



Shewalkedoutpressingherphoneasshe

madetheordersviatheapp.

Haydenwalkedoutofthekitchenholdingthe

glassesandhandedherone.

Masa:Thankyou.

Hesatdownnexttoherandshelookedathim.

Masa:Howareyoufeeling?

Hayden:About?

Masa:Iknowwhereyouwere...

Haydensighedasheswirledtheredwineinthe

glassandtookasip.

Hayden:Ithurtslikeabitch..

Masa:Iunderstand.Haveyoutakenthekids

there?



Hayden:Maybewhentheyareolder.

Masa:Andtheheartissue,haveyoumade

peacewithit?

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:SurprisinglyIhaven't.Ididn'twant

anyonehavingapartofReginah,itdoesn'tfeel

rightatallandhavinganimportanpartofher

likeherheart..

Masasighed.

Masa:Iunderstand.Akeretheculpritswentto

jail.

Hayden:Yeah,thedoctorlosthispracticing

licenseandthereisnohopeofhim evergetting

itback,themanandwomangotoutwasitlike

twoyearsago.

Masa:Isee..focusonthekids.Theylacknothing

andfocusonyourhealingtoo.You'llfindthe



rightoneafteryou'vefullyhealed.

Haydenlookedatherasshesaidthat.Shehas

grownovertheyearsandhesmiled.

Hayden:YeahIguess..

Masa:Whydoesitsoundlikeyou'vegivenupon

love?

Hayden:Idon'thavetheenergytolove..

Masahuggedhim.

Masa:YouwillloveagainH,justdon'ttryand

lookforher,shemightfindyoumyguyokay?

Haydenrubbedherbackslowlyinhalinghersoft

floweryscent.Heclosedhiseyesbefore

openingthem again.

Hayden:AlrightDrPhil.

Masa:kagothusaha..mxm.Goengnare?



Hayden:OmolomonyanawaitseMasa.

Masa:TswamogonnaMr..

Shebrokethehug.

Masalaughedandpinchedhischeek.

Masa:Myguygaobonakukuotleoephatole

autwe?

Hayden:FotshekMasa.

Masa:Saleoebonalengmmegone?

Hayden:I'm notdiscussingthatwithyou

Sunshine.

Masa:Shewillfindyou.Bulapelooephuthulole

gorehappinessetleedlalemowena.You've

beensadthesepastfewyears.

ShesaidasshewalkedawayandHayden's

eyesfollowedher.Hesighed.Justmaybe,just



maybeshehasbeenhereallalong.

AtFrancistownInternationalAirport

Tessalookedaroundasshewaitedforher

parentsimpatiently.Shepressedherphone

tryingtopasstime.Shehonestlydidnotwant

tobeherebuttheyhadto'bond'pathetic!

Andtothinktheywantedtoforcehertoattend

Uniherewasmakinghergocrazy.Herwhole

lifewasinCanadaandshehadaboyfriend

there.Oneshelovedverymuch.

MaTessaandRaTessamadetheirway

throughtheairportandsawTessa.Theysmiled.

Shewasfinallybackhomeandtheyknewshe

hadbeenreluctanttocomehomebutTiawas



herealready.

TheystoodinfrontofTessawholookedup.Ra

Tessafrowned.

Tessa:Hello.Arewegoing?

MaTessa:WhatdidyoudoTheresa?

Tessashrugged.

Tessa:mom it'sjustanoseringandafewear

piercings.Nothingpersonal.

Shestoodupandpulledherluggagebag.

Tessa:Arewegoing?

RaTessa:Yeah..

HeledthewayasTessapulledherbagssilently.

MaTessalookedatTessa.Maybeithadbeena

mistaketotakeherCanada.Shewasgoingto



callhersisterafterthis.

Tessaplacedthebaginthebootandclosedit

beforeshegotinsidethecar.

Shepressedherphoneasherparentssighed.

MaTessa:Whichcoursedoyouwanttostudy?

Tessa:Uhm medicineisstillfine..I'm startingto

likeit.

MaTessa:Willtheyletyouinwiththose

piercings.

Tessa:Geez,it'snotlikeit'stheirbody.Gosh!

Shelookedbackatherphoneandsentatextto

herfriendbackinCanada.

Tessa: AndI'm backatthisplace.

Her:Youhateitthere?



Tessa: theyaretrippingovermypiercings,

imagineiftheysawthetattooonmylowerback.

Her:It'sjustink.

Tessa:Exactly ♀I'llskypelaterandplease

checkConorforme.

Her:Ofcourse..waiiit..didyouguysyouknow?

Tessa:Yep

Her:Ineverthoughtyou'dhavethegutsto.

Her:LookIloveConorawholelotandIwas

ready. Contrarytowhatpeoplethought.I

gottogo,they'llsayIseem disrespectfulwhen

I'm alwaysonmyphone.

Sheputherphonedownandquietlylookedat

theplaceshegrewupat.Sheknewshejad

angerissues.Thefirstonebeinghowher

parentsgotherheart.



Shedidfindoutandnothinghasbeenthesame

eversince.Herheart.Nowait...notherheartbut

theorganthatwas"supposedly"herheartwent

outtothefamily.Shecouldn'timaginehowthey

feltknowingthattheheartwasstolen.Ifshe

wasintheirshoes,shewouldalsonotforgive

them.

Shelookedatherchestthroughthetee.The

scarwasstillthere.Shehatedthattheydidn't

tellherthetruth.Thattheystoleherfavourite

doctor'sheart.Asmuchasitwastosaveher,

shehateditwhenunethicalthingsweredone

andindoingmedicneshewasn'tgoingto

malpractice.

Shechuckled.Tobelieveshewantedtobean

author.Mustbetheheart.Mostofthetimes,



shelistenedtoherheadandnotherheart

becauseattimesherheartwouldbeheavyfor

noapparentreasonoeshewouldfindherself

missingpeopleshedidn'tevenknow.Shehad

givenherselftimetoreaduponit.

Apparentlyit'scalledcellmemorytheory,where

youattimeshavethecharacteristicsofthe

organdonor.Shedidn'twanttoliveherlifelike

theprettudoctor.Shewantedherownlife.

Hencelisteningtoherheadandnottheheart.

Thegateopenedandherfatherparkedthecar.

MaTessa:We'vearrived.

Tessa:Sure..

Shegotoutofthecarasthebootopenedand

shetookoutherbag.ThedooropenedandTia



camerunningtohugherbigsister.

Tessa:Heyyou...lookatyou.

Tia:Youarefinallyhere.

Tessa:Ipromisedakere..

ItfeltweirdspeakingSetswana.Sheshookher

head.

Tia:CanIhelpwithyourbags?

Tessa:Icamewithonlyonebagsoifit'snottoo

heavyforyoubemyguestlilsis..

Tessalookedatherparents.

Tessa:Stillthesameroom?

Herfathernoddedandshewalkedinsidethe

houseinthatoversizedtee,jeansandblack

boots.



Shemadeherwaytoheroldroom anditwas

clean.Shewasfinally18.Finally.

Shehopedtheydidn'tmindherdoingstuffbut

she'llsee.Rightnowshehadtoadjustbeing

hereagain.

AtMasa'shouse

Masawalkedtothegatetogetherorders.

Shepaidandtippedtheguybeforewalking

away.

Shewalkedinside.

Masa:Hellooo,Icomebaack!

Haydenlaughed.



Masa:Howiseverythingattheoffice(placing

thetakeawagbagsonthetable)

Hayden:Well..let'sjustsaythingsarelookingup.

Masa:wellwecandrinktothatandeattothat.

Nnaketshwerweketlalasorry..

Sheopenedthebagsandshesighed.Shemade

herwaytothekitchentogettheplates.

Hayden:Havepatience.

Masa:Forwho?Forthewhy?Tlalamr..

Shesatonthecarpetinsteadandputafew

piecesontheplatefollowedbythebreadrolls

andchips.

Sheusedhermanicuredfingerstodiginand



herhairfellforward.

Hayden:Letmehelpyouwiththat..

Hepushedherhairbackwardsandtheireyes

locked.Masalookedatherplateignoringhis

gaze.

Masa:Thankyou..

Haydenlickedhislips.

Hayden:Uhm,Ihavetogo.We'lltalkokay?

Masa:Sure.

Hestoodupandwalkedout.

.

.

*
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AtHayden'shouse

Hesatonthebedandlookedaround.Itwas

quietwithoutthekidsaroundbuthewillpick

them upfirstthinginthemorning,heneededto

think.

Maybeitwasjustlustandhehadspentafew

monthswithoutsexright?Anditwashislibido

talkingnothisheart,thestupidorganheswore

hewouldneveruse.Hewillgiveitamonthor



so.

Hecheckedthewatchandhedecidedtojust

headtothegym.Toreleasethetension.

AtMasa'shouse

Masasatcrossleggedonthecouchasshe

talkedtoMatilda.

Masa:I'lltakethemorningflight.

Tily:Girlsnightoutandcomeoutlookingsexy.

Masa:We'llsee.Andguesswhat?I'm still

flexible..

Tily:Canyoucomeshowme?

Masa:Yourassisgay..

Tily:Mxm!



Masa:IthinkIhaveanincomingvideocall,I'll

call.

ShehungupassheansweredJoy'svideocall.

Masa:Hey..

Joy:Hello,Aritalktomommy..

JoyhandedArithephoneandMasasmiled.

Masa:Heyprincess,howareyou?

Arielle:Wearehavingca-cake,icecream,chips..

Masalaughed,herbabywastoosweet.

Masa:Sodidyoutakeabath?

Shenoddedandplacedthephoneonthetable

leg,shestartedtellinghermom whattheydid

whentheywerewithBlairtowhenherdad

pickedherup.

Masa:Iloveyousweetheart,giveauntyJoythe



phone.

Arielledidthatbeforestandingupandheading

tothekitchenwhereshebotheredherfather.

Joylaughed.

Joy:You'retheeasiestbabymamatobehonest.

Masa:Justdon'thurtmybaby,otherwisewe're

cool.Howisthemorningsicknesscoming

along?

Joy:Ifeellikegarbage.

Masa:GladI'm notBlairoryou.

Joy:Gotlagotlela...

Masa:Backtosender!!

JoylaughedandchattedwithMasaforafew

minutesbeforehangingup.

ShewalkedtothekitchenandkissedCane's



lips.

Ariellehidhereyeswithherhandsgiggling.

Joy:Bathong,thisbabyissosweet.

Cane:Tellmeaboutit.(laughing)

Joy:Hermotherdidgoodwithher.

Canenoddedinagreement.

AtHayden'shouse

Hefinallywalkedoutoftheshowerandjust

woreateeontopbeforehedialedBlair's

number.

Blairansweredimmediately.

Hayden:HeyDoll..

Blair:Cometakeyourkids.I'm tired.



Hayden:Tomorrowfirstthinginthemorning.

Blair:Smith,Avery?Cometalktoyourdadguys.

Thekidsrushedtotakethephonefrom her.

SmithJrheldthephone.

SmithJr:Hellodadwhenareyoucomingback?

Hayden:Soon..

Avery:Daddy?

Hayden:Yesprincess?

Avery:Imissyou.

Hayden:Imissyoutooangel.

Avery:Mom tookustodoourhairlastweekend.

Ilooklikeanactualprincess...thatonethat

kissedafrog..

Haydenlaughed.Shemadehim wathThe

Princessandthefrogcountlessoftimestothe



pointthatheknewthesongs.

Hayden:Thenyouarebeautifulbabygirl.

SmithJr:Letmetalktodad.

Avery:Okay..

ShegaveSmiththephoneandgotoffthe

couchheadingtothebedroom whereshe

lookedatthedolls.Shemissedherlearning

laptop,thepinkoneherdadhadgottenher.

Hayden:Iunderstandchamp.

SmithJr:Thankyou.

Hayden:Youaremanipulative.

SmithJr:Idon'tknowwhatthatmeansbutit'sa

goodthingright?Iloveyoudad.

Hayden:Iloveyoutoo(laughing)Bye.

SmithJr:Bye..



HehungupandhandedBlairthephone.

Blair:Adireatleabatseye.Ican'tbelieveI

offeredtobabysitthesechildrennowCaneis

havingasecondone.God!!

AtHayden'splace

Helaiddownonhisbedandhewentthrough

Masa'spictureonFacebook.Shehadpictures

withthekidsandthesmalloutingsshetook

them to,forcinghim tocomealong.

Shemadethisparentingthingseem easy

thoughshejustcamebackayearagofrom

school.HavingbaggedthatBsCinFinancial

Engineeringdegree.



Shebalancedspendingtimewiththem and

withoutherandBlairplusthewholefamily,he

wassurehewouldn'thavecopedwithitall.

Plusherparentswerealsosupportive.

Hepausedonaparticularphotoofherpouting

withthegirlsandclickedonit.Heshookhis

head.ThatwasMasabeingwell,her.

Heexitedhissocialmediaandscrolledthrough

hiscontacts.Hepausedonhername.Of

courseshewasn'tsavedasMasa,hedidn't

knowwhyhecalledherSunshine.Hevideo

calledher.

Thephonerangforsometimebeforeshe

answered.Herhairallmessedupandshestill

lookedcute,surprisingly.



Hayden:Youlookhomeless.

Masa:Geez!I'lltakethatasacompliment.It's

lateHaydenwhatthehell...(sarcastically)

Hechuckled.Shehadsuchasmartmouth.

Hayden:CanIcomeover?

Masa:Mr!Mr!Sleep..

Sheturnedonhersideholdingherphone.

Masa:Ihaveanearlymorning,Idranktoomuch

wine.I'm stillgonnadrinktoomuch.

Hayden:Tomorrowthereisnowork.

Masa:Workforwho?I'm goingout.Ideserveit

baba..

Hayden:Wakae?

Masa:Calm down...I'm goingout.Ihavetocatch

uponsleep(yawning)Thewinedidn'tknockme



outsenseless.Boroko.

Shehungupandyawnedsomemorebefore

closinghereyestosleep.

MeanwhileHaydenlaidonhisbackandstared

attheceiling.Hedidn'tknowwhyheasked

Reginafordirection,heknewnoonewouldbe

abletoreplaceherinhisheartandthefactthat

someonehadherheartignitedfuryinhim.He

hatedthatfact.Hateditsomuch.

Heturnedtohissideandclosedhiseyes.

Thefollowingmorning

Masastoodinfrontofthemirrorasshecurled



herhair.Sheslightlypartedherlipsasshe

focusedonthecurldefinitionshewanted.

Sheslowlyremovedthecurlingrodandthen

lookedatthecurl.Perfect.

Didshebookaflight?Maybeshe'llbuyaticket

rightthereattheairport.It'snobiggie.

Shewalkedtothewardrobewhereshetookout

asmallsuitcaseandpackedherovernight

clothesplusofcoursethepartyclothes.

Whenshewasdone,sheworeherbodysuit

beforesheslidherlegsinsideherjeansand

jumpedabitforthem togooverherbutt.



Sheworehersneakersandpulledherbagswith

ablackstylishhatoverherbouncingcurls.

Nowshehadtodrivetotheairport.

AtHayden'splace.

Hewokeupandcheckedhisphone.Hefounda

messagefrom Masa.

Sunshine:I'm gone,tellthetwinsIlovethem and

callmeifthereisanemergency.

Shortandtothepoint.

Herubbedhisheadandgotoutofbed.



Ontheroad

Masapassedbyacarthatseemedtohavea

problem.Theothercarspassedbyandit

seemedasifitwasalady.

ShereversedhercarandparkedherMercedes

nexttothecarasshesteppedout.

Masa:HiIs-

Masascrunchedherfaceasshecamefaceto

facewithLetso.Ifshewasnotmistaken.

Masawastakenabackandapartofherwanted

toleaveherstrandedbecauseofspitebutshe

waabiggerthanthatandsheknewbetterthan

toholdgrudges.



Masa:Hi,Isawyourcarstranded..IthoughtI

couldhelp.

Letsostoldtheredumbfounded.ThatwasMasa.

Masastandinginfrontofher,shehadgotten

tentimesmorelighterandshehadsuchan

accent.

Masa:Uhm letmecallmymechanictohelpout.

Shetookoutherphoneandwalkedtothecar

asshetalkedtothemechanic.

ShehungupandwalkedtowhereLetsowas.

Letsoquietlyobservedherclothes.Thatjean



wasaGuessandGodknowshowmuchthose

sneakerscost.

Letso:Hello.

Masa:Hi..Howhaveyoubeen?It'sbeenyears..

Letso:Schoolandthenwork.

Masa:That'sgood.

Shelookedaheadandshesawthemechanic's

car.

Masa:He'sjustabouttoarrive,I'lldropyouoff

atwork..

Letso:Thankyou.

ThemechanicarrivedandMasaaskedLetsoto

explain.

Mechanic:I'lllookatitandgetbacktoyou.



Masa:I'llcoverthebills.Thankyou.

SheflashedasmileandLetsotookherbagand

phonefrom thecar.Shelookedatheroneinch

heelandthechineseclothesshewaswearing

justsoshecansavecosts.Itwasnotlikeher

jobwaspayingmuchanyway.Herdreamswent

downthedrainlikethat.Shehadtodoany

availablecourseandshewasn'tevenhappy.

MasaopenedthecardoorandLetsodidtoo.

Thecarexteriorandinteriorwasniceplusshe

lookedrich.

Shesatatthebackseat.Unsureofwheretosit.

Masafixedtherearviewmirror.

Masa:Kegodroppekae?

Letso:Hacouncil.



Masa:alright..

Shestartedthecarandshecouldfeelthe

engine.

Masa:Buckleup!

Shesaidasshejoinedthemainroad.Masa's

phonerangandsherolledhereyes,asshe

answeredthephonesinceshehadconnectedit

tothecarsystem.

Masa:Rra?

Hayden:Morning..

ThedeepvoicescaredLetsoabit.Theguyhad

suchadeepvoicethatmostwomenwouldgo

crazyover.



Hayden:Iwasjustcheckinguponyou.

Masa:I'm notachildHayden..

Letsofrowned.ThenameHaydensoundedso

familiar.

Hayden:Osharpo?Iheardtheykidnapladies

outthere.

Masalaughedshakingherheadasshetooka

leftturn.

Masa:Iknowhowtoprotectmyself.Kissthe

twinsforme.Bye.Gogetlaidorsomething.Wa

ntapisa.

ShehungupandLetsotriedtoremember

wheresheheardthenameHaydenwhenit

finallyclicked.



Letso:YouknowHayden?

Masa:Yep..

Letso:Theyoungbusinessmanthat'smaking

waves?

Shewantedtoaddformercrushbutshekept

quiet.

Masa:Yep.

Letso:Youarefriends?

Masa:Weco-parent.Weareabouttoarrive.

ThatwashowMasaclosedthewhole

conversation.

WhenMasafinallyarrivedatthedestination,

LetsolookedatMasagratefully.



Letso:Thankyou,youdon'thavetopayor-

Masa:It'snothing.

Shehandedherherphone.

Masa:TsenyayournumbersoIcancallyou

oncethemechanicisdone.

ShepressedthedigitsandhandedMasathe

phone.

Masa:Haveagooddayhun.

Letso:Thankyou..keLetso.

Masa:Iknow...

ShesmiledandLetsosteppedout.

Masadroveofftotheairportfronthereon.



.

.
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AtSirSeretseKhamaInternationalAirport

Masasteppedintotheairportandsmiled.Itwill

besobusylateron.

ShedialedMatilda'snumber.

Masa:Hello,Icomebaaaaack!



Tily:Meetmybestfriend,Masa.Sataan!

Masa:Comepickmefrom theairport.

Tily:Onmyway..

Masa:Thanks.

Amessagepoppedupandsherolledhereyes.

Shetextedbackandhereplied.

Sheputherphoneawayno.Shewashereto

havefunandrelax.Shewasfivehoursaway

from thekids.Thatmeantpeace.

30minuteslaterTilywasattheairportabdshe

loadedherbagintothecar.

Theysharedalonghug.

Tily:I'm gladyoucame..

Masa:WhenDrTilycalledmeImadeitmy

mission.Avani?



Tily:Youknow..

Masa:IneedabathfirstandIneedtosmell

good.

Tily:Whodoyouwanttoimpress.

Masa:Iwanttosmellgoodforme..areyemma.

Tilystartedthecaranddroveofftojointhe

Gaboronetraffic.

AtTily'shouse

Masawalkedoutofthebathroom,thistimeshe

hadcoveredherhair.Therewasnowayshe

wasabouttolosethecurldefinitionsheworked

onthismorning.

Tily:Kabothreetlaborelewithin.

Masa:Youknow.



Masaopenedhersuitcaseandtookouther

shorthighwaistjeansandwhiteoffthe

shouldertop.Ofcourseshewaswearingwhite

sneakers.

Tily:Getaman.

Masa:Idon'twantaman,maybewhenAriis8

I'llthinkabout.

Tily:Yoh!

AtHayden'shouse

HaydenlaughedashekickedballwithSmithJr

andAveryhaddecidedtobetheircheerleader.

Avery:Godaddygo!

SmithJr:Whataboutme?



Avery:GoSmithGo!!

HaydenlaughedashepassedtheballtoSmith

whotookitastheopportunittoscore.

Hayden:Andhescoooreees!

HepickedHaydenSmithJrandplacedhim on

hisneck.

SmithJr:Iknowyouletmewin.

Hayden:Stopbeingsosmart.

Averyclappedherhandswhentheycametoher.

Haydenlaughed.Thesetwohadabsolutely

differentpersonalities.

HeputSmithJrdownastheywalkedtothe

house.



Hayden:GotakeabathSmith..

SmithJr:Yesfather.

Smithmadehiswaytohisroom whileAverysat

onthecouchandheldtheremote.Shechanged

tvchannelsasherdadheadedtothebedroom.

HaydenwentthroughtheWhatsAppstatuses

andhepausedonMasawhowasinshortsand

awhitetop.Imagineallthemenwho'llbe

lookingather.Shehadcaptionedthephoto

'weekendturnup '

Hescreenshotedthepictureandthrewhis

phoneonthebedheadingtothwbathroom to

takeabath.

Awhilelaterhewalkedoutofthebedroom



wearingablacksweaterthatshowedhis

definedmusclesandsomeblackjeans.

Hefoundthetwinsdebatingonwhoshould

watchwhat.

Haydencheckedthetime.Theystillhadtimeto

gooutandbuystuff.

Hayden:Guyslet'sgodosonegroceryshopping.

Avery:Ipickeverything?

Hayden:Ifit'swhatweneedthenyougettopick.

Avery:Ilikethat.

SmithJrlookedathissisterandthenathisdad.

Hayden:Guyslet'sgo,itseemsasitit'llrainthis

side.



AtTessa'sHouse

Tessasatonhertummyasshepressedher

phone.Herphonerangandwhenshesawthe

calleridshesmiled.

Tessa:Hello..

Conor:HiTess,uhm Ijavesomethingtotellyou.

Tessa:Soundsserious.

Shesatuprightandwaitedforhim totellher.

Conor:Ithinkweshouldbreakup..

Tessa:Ooh!

Conor:Imeanwearefarfrom eachotherand

thislongdistancethingmightnotworkout.

Tessasuckedinadeepbreath.



Tessa:Okay.

Conor:Okay?

Tessa:YoumadeupyourmindConorandI'm

notgoingtoforceyoutochangeit.

Conor:Butwehadsexacoupleoftimes.

Tessalaughed.

Tessa:NowonderIloveyou.Youcareawhole

lotaboutmebabyboy.Sexhasnothingtodo

withthis.Ican'tcryandshoutoutthatIdon't

wantyoutoleavemebecausewe'vesexed.

ConorI'm notchildishlikethatdude.Babydo

youandallthebestinyourfutureendeavours.

Conor:Thankyou.AndIloveyouTheresa.

Tessa:Iknow.Boybye.Weareexesnow.

Shesaidlaughingasshehungup.



Sheplacedthephonedownandwalkedtothe

wardrobetogogetchanged.Maybeshewas

goingtogototownforfreshair.

Shetiedherhairupintoasleekbunbeforeshe

woreherkicks.

Shegotherstuffandphone.Tessamadeher

waytothelounge.

Tessa:I'm goingtotown,tryingtoremember

everything.I'llbeback.

RaTessa:Won'tyougetlost?

Tessa:Maybe.ButI'llbeback.

MaTessa:It'sabouttorain.

Tessa:Iwon'tbelong...byee..

Shewalkedoutofthehouseandslippedher



handsintohertracksuitpantsthatwereriding

lowbelowherwaistlinerevealingherbutterfly

tattoo.Shewasn'tsureiftheysawthator...

Buteitherway,itwastheretostay.Asshe

walkedtothestopshecouldseeeveryone

lookingather.Sherolledhereyes.

Itwasasifitwastheirfirsttimeseeinga

personinacropjerseyandtrackpants.

AtAvaniGaboroneResort&Casino

Masaheldthecanifsparklingwineasshe

stoodup.

Tily:Yougogirl!!

Masa:TakeavideoTily..



TilytookoutherphoneasDjObza's

Mang'Dakiweplayed.

Masasangalongasshedanced.Tilylaughed

takingthevideo.Everyoneshiftedtheir

attentiontoMasa.Wellsincethiswas

Gaboronetheyassumedtheywerethisslay

queenswhohadnothingbettertodowiththeir

lives.

Masa:Tsa!Tsa!

Shesaidasshedidthisothermovewithher

hands.

Tily:Masa!!

Masastoppeddancingandlaughedasshetook

asipofherwine.

Masa:Wehavethewholenight..Yazi

mang'dakiwesakhumbulalutho!!



Tily:I'm gladImadeyougoout.Lookatus

havingfun..

Masa:Andthewinesdarling.Thewines.

Theysatdowntalkingasmoresongsplayed.

Tilyhadplacedtheirorders.

Masa:Ema!!

SheplacedthewinecandownasJorjaSmith's

BeHonestplayed.

Masa:Istillgottheflexibilitymma..takeavideo.

Tilygotherphoneready

Masa:"Youseemythickthighs,lostwhenyou

lookintomybrowneyes.."



Tily:Masa!!

Masalaughedasshestoppedmovingthattiny

waistmakingherwaytoherseat.

Tily:Youguyswillstillourmen.Suchflexibility..

Masa:Tshek!Sendthevideosmylove.

Attown

Haydenloadedthefoodintothecarandclosed

theboot.Hehelpedthetwinsgetintothebig

car.

Itlookedlikeitwasabouttorainanymoment

from now.

Hayden:Youallhaveseatbeltson?

Theybothnoddedandhestartedthecar,



reversingoutoftheparkingspotbeforehe

buckledupandjoinedtheroad.

MeanwhileTessawalkedaroundasitstarted

raining.

Tessa:Shit!Shit!

Thetaxirankwasfarandshedidn'teventake

anumbrella.Shehadbeensolostinthought

thatshehadlosttrackoftime.Shewasstarting

toshiverastherainwetherclothes.

Shekeptwalkingintherain,shehadno

motherfuckingchoice.Allthetaxisjustsped

pasther.

Tessa:Myphone...shit!!Ihatethisuniverse

gosh.



Shenowlookslikesomegirlfrom asadmovie

justcausesheisgoingthroughabreakup.

Meanwhileinthecar,Haydensawsomeone

walkingintherain.Itseemedasiftherewere

notaxis.

Tessablinkedthewaterawayasacarflashed

it'slightandapproachedher.

Shestopped.Iftheykillher,thenwhatthehell?

Thewindowsrolleddownandthecarwas

classy.AblackMercedesSUV.Thelatestinthe

market.Wow.

Man:Getin..



Hisvoicewasdeepwhatthehell?

Shedidso,immediatelyopeningthepassenger

doorandgotinwithwetclothesandstuff.

Haydenlookedather.Hisheartraced.He

clearedhisthroat.Herecognizedherfrom the

photosandwhathehadhisinvestigatordigout.

Tessa:Thankyouandhello,I'm Tessa.

Hayden:HelloTessa.

Tessa:Sorryforthemess,IpromiseI'lltryand

cleanit.Thankyou.

Shesaidonceagain.Herheartwasskipping

beats.Hewassohot.Shedidn'tknowthere



werehotmeninBotswana.Hewashot.Hot!

Shewasdefinitelytellingherfriendthatshe

wasinthecarwithahotstranger.

Sheleanedbackandclosedhereyes.How

woulditfeelifhehadhishandsalloverher?

Andshewouldcallhim daddy?Shehadtostifle

agiggle.Youonlyliveonceright?

Sheturnedherheadandsawtwokids.Thelittle

girllookedfamiliarbutshewasn'tgoingtostare

ather.Shewascuteobviouslybutkidsweren't

herforte.Shewasallaboutherandher

happiness,nothingelse.

.

.
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AtHayden'sHouse

HeparkedhiscarandlookedatTessa.The

driveherehadbeenasilentoneeventhekids

weresilent.

Therainhadstopped.

Haydenunlockedthedoorsandthekidsundid

theirseatbeltsandslowlygotoutofthecar.



Hayden:Yourclothesarewet,Ijaveadryer

somewhereinthere.

Tessa:Sure.Thankyou.Bythewayyou'renot

goingtokillmeright?

Hayden:Nope..

HegotoutofthecarandTessadidtoo.She

lookedaround.Hishousewashugeand

Haydenjustlookedatthechildlikegleeinher

eyes.

Tessa:Nicehouse.

Hayden:Thanks.Heopenedthedoorandboth

thekidsrantotheirbedroomsupstairs.

TessafollowedHaydenwhomadehiswayto

hisroom.Shecouldseethebackviewandit

wasspectacular.Heopenedthedoorandhis

masculinescentengulfedher.



Hayden:Uhm letmelookforsomethingyoucan

changeinto.

Hedisappearedintohiswalkinclosetandshe

removedherclothes.Shedidn'tknowwhereto

putthewetclothes.Hishousewasbiiiig!

Haydenfoundanoldshirt.Itwascleanandit

seemedtobehersize.Hepaused.Whenwas

thelasttimehehadafemaleinhishouse?He

tappedhishead.Masa..

SpeakingofMasaheslidhisphoneoutofhis

pocketandhesawthevideoofherdancing.

Herepliedherstatus.

Hayden: Don'tgetdrunk..



Hesawtyping.

Sunshine: Tshekdon'ttalktomeI'm drunk

texting...

Hayden: Iknewit..

Hesawherrecordingavn..sheprobablycan't

textwell..

Itwas20secondlongvnandheopenedit.

Sunshine:Tshek!Tshek!Don'ttextme...yoh

bathoI'm seeingstars..

Hayden:Botagwa.

Shesentanothervn.

Sunshine:Hayden!!HaishI'llseeyoukaMo-

Monday...CanIhaveasickleave?

Hayden: Wapeka,whosentyoutogetdrunk?

Hesawhertyping.



Masa: ♀Ehe?Safe...

Thenshewentofflineandhelaughedshaking

hisheadbeforeslidingthephonebackinhis

backpocket.

HewalkedoutoftheclosetandhefoundTessa

sittinghalfnakedonhisbed.Hesawthefaint

scararoundherbreastarea.Itwasheralright.

Obviouslyhisdickwasgoingtoreacttoany

nakedwomanatthispoint.

Heclearedhisthroat.

Hayden:Hereisacleanshirt.

Tessa:Thanks.

Hayden:Howoldareyou?

Shesmiled.



Tessa:18...

Hayden:Isee.Areyouwarm?

Tessa:Whyareyoutakingcareofme?

Hayden:Commoncourtesy.

Tessastoodupassheworehisshirt.Ithadhis

scenttoo.

Tessa:Really?Noulteriormotives?

Haydenpausedandlookedather.

Hayden:No..

Hewasabouttowalkoutofthebedroom when

hestoppedinhistracks.

Hayden:Whatiftheywere?

Tessa:Interesting...

Hayden:Don'tyouthinkyoushouldrun?

Tessa:Runtowhere?Idon'tevenknowwhereI



am..

Hayden:True..

Sheshruggedandhewalkedaway.Shelooked

aroundhisroom.Sheshouldprobablyfollow

him,everythinginherelookedexpensiveand

shedidn'twanttobreakshit.

Tessa:Hey,Ididn'tgetyourname..

Hayden:Hayden..

Tessa:Okay,whereshouldIputmyclothes?

Hayden:I'llputthem inthewasher..

Hewalkedbacktohisbedroom andpickedthe

clothes.

Hemadehiswaytothelaundryroom and

paused.Didheeverdolaundry?

Tessafollowedandstoodbythedoor,herlegs



showingfrom hisshirt.

Tessa:Neverusedthewasher?

Hayden:Iforgot.

Tessawalkedoverandlookedatit.

Tessa:Itlookscomplicatedandexpensive..

HaydenrememberedthathehadMasahelp

him chooseandoperateit.Masaisdrunkand

Blairmustbeexhausted.Thehousehelperwas

offtoo.

Hayden:Ithinkthey'lldry..

Tessa:Yeah..

Hespreadtheclothesout.Hopefullyinanhour

orso.

AtAvaniGaboroneResort&Casino



Tilytookthephonefrom Masaandswitchedit

off.ShewasdrunkandsheknewdrunkMasa

wasthemosthonestofthem all.

Tily:MasaareyouwaitingforHayden?

Masalaughedthrowingherheadbackasshe

tookanothersipofwine.

Sheheldherchestinshock.

Masa:Me?Hayden?Itwillneverhappen.

Tily:Thenwhyareyoustillsingle?

Masa:I-Iwa-ntt-t-too..(slurring)

Tilyshookherhead.Shewasgoingtoget

throughtoher.

Masa:Ime-(pausing)Hedoesn'tloveme..

Shewastalkingnow...



Sheslidherphoneoutandrecordedthe

conversation.

Masa:Hedeservess-s-somuchbett-better..

Tily:Buthewasyourcrush..

Masa:Was...YouknowwhyIwentforCane?Hel

-lookedlikeH..

Sheknewthat.NowonderMasahasbeen

singlealltheseyears.

Tily:Youlovehim?

Masapausedandtookasipofherwineonce

more.

Masa:Mmhmm..

TilylookedatMasa.Shehadeloquentlyhidher

feelingsfrom Haydenandnoonecouldsuspect



thatshelovedhim.

Tily:Ifhemoveson?

Masa:Iwanthi-him tofindlove.Y-youshould

seethewayhiseyeslightupwhenhetalks

aboutRegie(hermindwanderedforabit)he

deservesperfectl-love..Apersonwhowi-will

mendhisbrokenheart...Onewhodoesn'thavea

past...Toraisethetwinstogether.

Tily:Soyou'llbeokay?

Masa:Yeah..I'm abiggirl,eventuallythe

childhoodcrushwilldi-disappearright?I'm not

whathene-needs.Wearebetteroffasfriends.

Tily:Hehasn'thitonyou?

Masalaughed.

Masa:Hobolawakenopahela(Hisjust

horny)juuuustcausehesawmedancingkeha

ntshalamorago...



Tily:Ifyousayso..

Masa:mmhm..hehastomeetuhm aperfect

girl..onewhodidn'tmakemistakeslikeme..I'm

flawed.(neartears)sometimesIhatemyselffor

thedecisionsItook..

MatildasqueezedMasa'shand.

Masa:Myp-pastisnotnice..I-Ifeelcheapnow.

EverytimeIthinkofsex,Ifeellikeawhore..like

whythehelldidIdothatstuffwhenIwasa

teen,(crying)

Tily:Youhaveabeautifulbaby..

Masa:Iknow...Ariisthebest..keore(usingher

handstowipedhertears)Idon'twanttodate

onlyforamantosayIusedtobeacheaptot

becauseIhadachildasateenager...bathoba

dipuogore..

Tily:Ignorethem..MasayourebuiltyourlifeI



wasthere.Youhavethedegree,jobandhouse

andaprettybabygirl..

Masa:Igue-guessyou'reright...

Shegulpedthelastofthewineandlaughed.

Masa:Let'sdance..

Matildaindulgedher.Shehadbeenburyingalot

ofthingsinsideandonething'sforsure,shewill

blowuponedayanditwon'tbepretty.

.

.

*
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AtHayden'shouse

Tessapressedherphoneassheignoredher

parents'messages.Shewasfineandifthey

knewshewaswithahotstrangertheywould

live.

Haydenhandedherahotcupofcoffeeandsat

down.

Tessa:Thankyou.Uhm aretheclothesdryyet?I

havetogo..

Hayden:Letmecheckthem foryou...

Tessasmiledathim.Forsomestrangereason



shekindoflikedhim.Shelookedaroundand

wonderedwhereallthekidswhere?Maybethey

werenothischildrenandshehadbeenreading

toomuchintoit.

Imeanhecouldbeanuncletothekidshence

noteventalkingaboutthem.Hewastooyoung

tohavekidsthatold.

Shesighedandsentherfriendatext.Itisasif

shewasn'tgoingthroughabreakup.Outofthw

blueahandsomehotstrangersavesherand

takeshertohishome.

Haydenwalkedback.

Hayden:Theclothesaredry,youcanwearthem

andI'lltakeyouhome..



Shejustagreed.Whywasn'themakingamove

onheroranything?

Shegotupandtriedtorememberwherethe

laundryroom was,hishousewasgigantic.

Shefounditandgottheclothesbeforemaking

herwaytohisroom.Sheunbuttonedhisshirt

andgotdressed.

Shestoodinfrontofthemirrorandfixedher

hair,lettingitlooseandallowingittofalldown

herneck.

Shelookedathisshirtagain.Shebadlywanted

tostealit.Themansmelledhellagoodplusit

wouldbeasouvenir.

Shesighedasshewalkedoutleavingitonthe



bed.

Whenshemadeherwaytothelounge,Hayden

wasjustmakinghiswaydownstairs.Hehad

toldthekidsthathewouldbeback...

Haydensearchedforhiscarkeysandlookedat

Tessa.

Hayden:Wecango..

Tessafollowedhim andsheoptedforthe

backseatsinceshehadbeenawetmouse

whenshewasinthatfrontseat.

Tessa:HowcanIrepayyou?

Hayden:Commoncourtesy.Youdon'thaveto.

Tessa:Iwantto,IfeellikeIoweyou...letme

takeyournumber.I'llwashyourcarforfreethis



weekend.

Hekeptquiet.Sheassumedhereallywasn'ta

manofmanywords.Obviouslyshewon'tbetoo

tooforwardbutyeah..

Tessa:Iinsist..Andeventheweekendafterthat

one.ImaginewhatIwould'vebecomehadyou

notstoppedforme?

Hayden:Nowyou'rebeingtoodramatic...

Tessagiggled.

Tessa:I'm not...

Shehandedhim herphone.Waitingforhim to

punchhisnumber.Haydenheldthesteering

wheelwithonehandandTessalickedherlips.

Itwassexyespeciallysincehehadmuscles

andall.Heusedtheotherhandtopunchhis

number.



Tessa:KeyoneyaWhatsApp?

Henodded.

Tessa:thankyou,let'sjusthopeIdon'tloseit.

Shesaidbeforeshestartedtodirecthim toher

parents'house.Ifhermemoryservedherwell.

Shemadehim stopfivehouseaway.

Tessa:Thankyouonceagain.

Haydenhandedherhisphonesothatshecould

enterhernumber.Tessasmiledassheentered

herdials.

ShegotoutofthecarandHaydenleanedback.

Heknewwhoshewasandthattheheartthat

waspumpinginherbodywasRegie's.Hedidn't



evenunderstandhisownfeelings.

Hemadeau-turnandturnedbackhome.

Thefollowingday

AtTily'splace

Masahalfrantothebathroom tothrowup,she

hadamassiveheadache.

SheisneverdrinkingwithTilyagain.

Matildawalkedintothebedroom andlookedat

her.

Masa:Ifeelsick..



Shetappedherhead.

Masa:EmisabotagwaMasa..tlhogoyamewee!

Tily:Youweredrinkinglikenoone'sbusiness..

Masa:youdidn'ttakeavideo?

Tily:Ihavevideosmyguy..videos!

Masa:OhGod!

Shemovedfrom thetoiletbowlandrinsedher

mouth.

Tily:Doyourememberwhatyousaidlastnight?

Masa:WhatdidIsay?Keskabokebuilegoreke

nalebokaheinmybankaccountkatlaka

ustwelwakebatho(Ididn'tsaymybank

balancesoutloud,theymightstealmymoney)

Tilynoticedthatshedidn'thaveanymemoryof



herspurtingoutthoseintinatedetailsofherself

andletitbe.

Tily:Luckilynot..

Masa:ThankGod.IneedabathandIneedto

bookaflighttogohome...

Masasaidasshewalkedoutofthebathroom

andpickedhercellphone.Shefrownedwhen

shesawtextmessagesfrom Hayden.

Masa:Whydidn'tyoutakemyphone?His

annoying..whatthehellwasIsaying?

Shelistenedtohervns.

Masa:Jesu!Alwaystakemyphoneyoh..

Sherubbedhertemples.



Laterthatday

TilydroppedMasaoffattheairport.Masahad

shadesontohidetheeyes.Shewasn'tgoingto

pickAriorevencheckonthetwins.Shewas

sleepingitoutathome.

MasaboardedtheaircraftasTilywatchedher.

AtHayden'shouse

Herubbedhishead.Forthefirsttimeinawhile

hewasn'tthinkingaboutRegie.Hewas

fascinatedbyTessa.Heknewthetruthandhe

wonderedhowhefailedtohateherbecausehe

sworehewouldhatethepersonwhohad

Regie'sheart.Hesighedasheleanedback.

MaybeMasawasback.



Hayden:Guys?

Avery:Yesdad?

Hayden:Doyouwantustogocheckonyour

mother?

SmithJr:IsArithere?

Hayden:Notsure..

SmithJr:Sheislikeababy...daddyweareolder

thanAriright?

Hayden:Yes...Letthebabylive..

AveryheldtheiPadandmadeherwaytoher

dadandsatdownnexttoHayden.

Avery:Daddy?

Hayden:Yes?

Avery:Ariisoursister,areyouandmommy

goingtohaveababylikeauntyBlair?Is



mommy'sstomachgoingtobebigtoo?

Haydenclearedhisthroat.

Hayden:Notanytimesoon.

Averysighed.Haydenlaughedsoftly.She

seemedseriousaboutthismatter.

Avery:Howdoesababyendupinthestomach?

Hayden:Whoah!

Hehadtothinkfast..

Hayden:Youswallowaseedandeatlotsof

foodanddrinkwater..

Averysuspiciouslylookedatherdadthen

figuredouthewastellingthetruth.Butthenshe

frowned.

Avery:IfIdothesamewillIhaveababytoo?



Herubbedhishead.

Hayden:No..

ShemadethisconfusedexpressionthatRegina

usedtomake.

Avery:I'm co-itisconf-

Hayden:Confusedangel.Confused.

Avery:That..I'llaskmommytoo.

Hayden:Youdon'tbelieveme?

AveryshruggedandhandedherfathertheiPad.

Avery:I'm goingtotakeahairbrushandyoucan

domyhair...

Sheslowlywalkedtothestairsandsighed

lookingup.Babygirlbehavedlikemommy

sometimeandhelaughedabitasaomeof

Masa'scharacteristicsrubbedoffon



her..maybeitwasbecauseshespenttimewith

hertoo..

Averyheldontotherailasshetooksmallsteps

upthestairs.

HaydendialedMasa'smumberanditwasn't

goingthrough.Wassheback?

Hecheckedthetime.Itwasalmostseven,she

wasprobablyback.

SmithJrmadehiswaydownandsatnexttohis

dadsilently.

Hayden:What'supchamp?

SmithJr:justthinking..

Hayden:uhu,you'rejustsixyears..



SmithJr:ourbirthday..

Thathadslippedhismind.HehadtoaskMasa

aboutthat.Sheplannedallthekids'birthdaysto

perfection.

SmithJr:CanItellyouourplans?

Hayden:Youhaveplans?

ThelittleboyshookhisheadandsodidHayden.

Whydidhehavetoturnouttobelikehim so

earlyinhislife?

SmithJrtoldhisdadandHaydenjustagreed.

Hismindwhirlingwonderinghowhewasgoing

topullthatoff.

Averycamewithabrushandsatinfrontofher

dad.

Avery:Youcandomyhair.



Hayden'slargehandsheldthesmallbrush.The

thingshedidforthesetwo..

WhenhewasdoneAverystoodupandmade

herwaytothekitchen.Shelookedatherselfin

frontofthemirrorfridge.

Shegaveherdad'sathumbsup.

Hayden:Nowwecango.

AtMasa'splace

Heparkedhiscarinsidetheyardandhe

wonderedwhyhedidn'tstealthehousekeys

too.



Heknockedonthedoormorethanfivetimes.

Hercarwasthere.

Thedoorfinallyopenedandshelookedhorrible.

Masa:wha-what(yawning)

Thetwinshuggedherlegs.

Masa:Heybabies.

Avery:Areyouokay?

Masa:I'llbefinebaby.

Avery:WhereisAri?

Masa:WithherdadandauntyJoy..

Avery:Okay.

TheyletgoofMasa'slegsandwalkedinside



thehouse.

Masa:Youcould'vecalled.Ihaven'tcooked.Ke

lapile..Andyoubroughtthekidsover..

Haydenjustwalkedin.Helookedather

properly,herhairwasalloverandshewasjust

inshortsandanoldt-shirt..

Masapushedherhairbackwardsandlookedat

Hayden.

Masa:Kaorobala.Ifeellikecrap.Ogannego

mphasickleave.

Haydenclosedthedoorandfollowedher.

Hayden:Youwereserious?

Masa:DoIlooklikeIcangothroughthe

companyfinancesinthisstate?

Unless(yawning)youwanttoloseyourmoney...



Shewalkedintoherbedroom andlaiddownon

herhead,facedown.Shedidlookbeat.

Hayden:ButIhaveanimportantmeeting

tomorrow.

Masa:Doesitinvolveme?

Hayden:Partofit..

Masa:Haish...haish...beingsmarthasit's

disadvantages.

Hayden:CanIhelpyourelax?

Masa:No..Maybesleepwillbegood.Borokomr.

SheclosedhereyesandHaydenchuckled.

Minuteslatershefelthisweightontopofher.

Masa:Whatthehell?Nkgologeobokete(getoff

meyou'reheavy)



Hayden:Relax..

Hesaidashishandsslowlyworkedherback

musclesandhekeptmorethanhalfofhis

weightoffher.

Masa:Kesharpo..

Hayden:Shutup!

Heusedhisdominantvoiceonherandshedid

listenassheplacedherfaceonherpillow,

breathinginherlavenderscents.

Hayden:Good.

Hishandsworkedfrom herneck,shouldersto

herbackandlowerback..

Hayden:Howareyoufeeling?



Masa:Better..

Hayden:Asyoushould.Skatlholaoyago

nwa..(don'tgooutandgetdrunk)

Masa:Andwhoareyouagain?

Heheldherwaisttightly.

Masa:Wampolaya..sheesh!Sorryee..

Heletitgoandmassageditgentlywithhis

largehands.Hechuckledlookingathowhis

handswerebigoverthissmallbody.

Hayden:Areweclear?

Masa:Crystal..

Hayden:Canyouremoveyourtee?

Masa:Kagana..

Hayden:Masa?

Masa:Rra?



Hayden:Ntshat-shirt..

Shequietlyobliged.WhyinGod'snamewashe

beingdominantoverher?

Haydenswallowedabit,shehadaniceback.

Hemovedherhairforwardandstartedworking

hishandsoverhersmoothskin.

Masa:Uh..

Heignoredthatsoftsoundthatcameoutofher

lips,alsoignoringhisreactiontothat.Masafelt

theknotsbecomeloose.

Masa:Mhmm..

Haydenstoppedkneadingherback.

Hayden:Alldone..

Masastilllaidonherback.



Masa:Thanks..

Hayden:welcome..

Hewalkedoutofherbedroom andpaused

goingback.

Hayden:I'm leaving.

Masa:Okay.Bye..

Haydenwenttosaybyetothetwinsandlooked

aroundherlounge.Hesawthesetofspare

keysandhegrabbedthosebeforewalkingout.

Hetookouthisphone.Hisheartwasnotdoing

thistohim.

Neveragain.Hisbrainwasthewisest.He

textedTessa.

Hayden:Hi,canwemeetup?



Hesentthetextandgotinsidehiscarstartingit.

Hisphonebeeped.

Tessa:Sure.Iseewhynot.

Hayden:CanIpickyouupin30minutes?

Tessa:Definitely.

.

.
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AtMasa'shouse



Masagotupandworeherteebeforeheadingto

thekitchen.

ShefoundAveryclimbingtheshelfwiththehelp

ofherbrother.

Masa:Getdown!

Averydidastoldandflashedasmile.

Avery:Iwantseeds..

Masafrowned.

Masa:Seeds?

Shenodded.

Masa:Whatfor?

Avery:Daddysaidtohaveababyyouswallowa

seedandeatlotsoffoodanddrinklotsofwater.



Masafacepalmed.

Masa:OhmyGod!

Heiscorruptingthepoorkid.

Averyfrowned.

Avery:that'snothowtohaveababy?

AverytouchedMasa'sstomach.

Masalaughed.

Masa:Wellno..letmetellyou..

ShebentdowntoherlevelandSmithJr

listenedtoo.

Masa:Whenyouaresleeping,anangeltellsyou

thatyouwillhaveababy..

Avery:Huh?



Masa:RememberthatChristmasstoryabout

Jesus?

Averynodded.

Masa:Ithappenslikethat.Thenyouwillsee

yourtummygrowandgrow..

Avery:So...thatishowAri..

Masaquicklynodded.

Avery:Andmymommyinheavenwaslikethat

too?

Masanodded.

Avery:oh.Iund-unde...

Masa:Understand.SayU-nder-stand..

Averyfollowedherlead.



Masa:Onlybigpeoplecanhavebabies.

Avery:Iwantababy..

Masa:Whenyouare25you'llhaveababyokay?

Avery:Gosleepsoyoucanhaveababy..

Masalaughed.

Masa:Youaskforababy..

SmithJr:Huh?

Theywereaskingtoomanyquestions.

Avery:How?Youaremommyandyoucanhave

anotherbaby..let'saskforababy..

Averygrabbedherhandleadinghertothe

couch.

Avery:Thenyousleep.Willyourtummygrow

andgrow?



Masashookherhead.Averywasonamission.

AtTessa'shouse

Tessaturnedaroundasshelookedatherself.

Thejeansandhoodiewerefine.

Hermotherwalkedinsidethebedroom.

MaTessa:Whereareyougoing?

Tessa:Imetachildhoodfriend.Remember

Daisy?

Hermothernodded.Thistimeshedidn'tseem

tohaveanattitude.

MaTessa:Yes.Yourfriendatschool.

Tessa:Yes.Wearegoingtocatchup.I'llbe

backbeforeyouknowit.



MaTessa:But..

Tessa:Trustme..

Shekissedhermother'scheekasherphone

beeped.

Tessa:Iloveyou..

Shesaidwalkingout.Hermotherremembered

thosetimeswhenTessawassweet.Wasthe

sweetTessacomingback?Shesowishedit

waslikethat.

Tessakissedherdadgoodbyeaftersellingthe

samelietohim.

Shepushedthegateopenandwalkedfive



housesawaywhenshespotedtheMercedes.

Shewalkedtoitandheopenedthedoorforher.

Hayden:Hey..

Tessa:Hi..

Haydenhandedherchocolateandasinglerose.

Tessachuckledasshesmelledthefreshrose.

Tessa:Thankyou.

Hayden:Ididn'tknowwhattogetyou..

Tessalookedattheroseandthechocolates.

Shewasn'tgoingtohavealotofthem because

theywerenotgoodforhealthbutitwasthe

thoughtthatcounted.

Tessa:Thisissweet.Youseem sweet..

Haydenchuckled.



Hayden:I'm farfrom sweet,trustme..

Tessa:Oh...(laughing)Whereareyoutakingme?

Hayden:Wherevertheroadleadsus..

Tessa:Sweet!

Hayden:Connectyourphonetothecarsystem.

Tessa:Alright..

Shedidsoandwentthroughherplaylist.She

playedKhalid'sSaturdaynights..

Haydensmiled.

Tessasungalongandhelookedather

surprised,shehadanicevoice.Softandsweet

andinnocent.

Helistenedtohersingingalong.Atthispoint,

hisheartwassilentanditwasbetterthatway.



Someonewhowon'tmakeithurtwhenthey

leave.

Tessa:Howoldareyou?

Hayden:25...

Anditwasevenbettershedidn'tevenknowhis

socialstatusorwhohewas.

Tessa:oldbutnotold.

Hayden:Mxm!

Heparkedhiscarinthemiddleofnowhere.

Hayden:Ibroughtfood.

Tessa:Thankyou..

Heopenedthecarandsteppedoutfirst..

Hayden:It'smuddy..



Tessalookedatherwhitekicksthenbackat

Hayden.

Haydenrolledhiseyeschuckling..

Hayden:Theyarejustshoes.

Tessa:MyfavouriteshoesHayden..

Haydenopenedthebootandwalkedtoherside

wherehepickedherup.

Tessa:Oh!

Haydenplacedherdown.

Hayden:Nowyourshoesaresafeandyou.

TessajustsmiledasHaydensatnexttoher.If

thiswasadate,itwaslaidbackandnotto

fancy.

Theyjuststaredatthemoonandsheplaced

herheadonhisshoulder.Hesmelledgood.

Tessa:Yousmellgood.



Haydenhasheardthatlineawholelotoftimes.

Hayden:Iknow..

Tessa:Youweresupposedtosaythankyou,it's

acomplimentMr..

Hayden:Smith..

Tessa:Smith..

Shesaiditanditfeltfamiliarbutsheignored

thatfeelingassheinhaledhismasculinescent..

Tessa:Isthisadate?

Hayden:Whatdoyouthinkitis?

Tessa:Wellyou'resweet,thisfeelslikeaclassic

romancemovie..

Hayden:Ididn'ttakeyouforthegirlwho

watchesromancemovies.

Tessa:IactuallydoandIhavebigambitionstoo.

Hayden:Dotell..



Tessa:I'm abouttoleaveforUni..uhm Igor

directentryintomedicineatUB.IdidAlevelsat

Canada.

Hayden:Youdidn'tlivehere?

Heasked.Asifhedidn'talreadyknow.

Tessa:No.ImovedtoCanadawhenIwas

twelve...

Hayden:Doyoumissitthere?

Tessa:Iactuallydo..

Hayden:isn'thomewheretheheartis?

Tessa:Idon'tthinkhomeisgoodforme..

Hayden:Andthepiercings?

Tessa:I'm notarebeloranything.Ilike

them..Theyarecute...Theymakemelook

sonewhatbadassbuttheyarecute.

Hayden:Theysuityou..



Tessa:iknow...

Haydenpushedherawaychuckling.

Hayden:Youaresupposedtosaythankyou.

Tessa:Youdidn'tsaythankyoufirst..

TheylockedeyesandTessalookeddown.He

liftedherheadupandslowlyangledhislips

ontohers.Hisheartkeptontellinghim thathe

waskissingthewrongperson..

Heignoredtheuselessorganashedeepened

thekiss,hebrokeitastheybreathedeach

other'sbreaths.Helookedintoherprettyeyes

andhekissedheragain,placinghishandson

hercheek.

AtMasa'splace



AverygaveMasathephone.

Masa:What?

Avery:Iwanttotalktodad..

Masaunlockedthephoneandclickedon

Hayden'sname.

Avery:Whatdidyouwritehere?Ican'treadit..

Masajustshookherhead.

Masa:Iwrotedaddy.

Avery:That'snothowmyteachertaughtmeto

writemama..shegotoffthebedandfounda

paperandpenonthedresser.

Avery:Hereishowtheteachershowedme..

Sheslowlywrotetheworddaddythenlookedat

thephone.Itwasnotthesamething.



Masa:I'llchangeit..

Asifshe'llchangehisname..

MasadialedHaydenandhandedAverythe

phone.

Somewhereoutthere

Amidstthekissthathadseemedtogethotter,

Hayden'sphoneranginhispocket.Hetriedto

ignoreitbutitrang.HebrokethekissasTessa

wasoutofbreath.Shetouchedherlips.The

kisswasnonelikesheeverhad.

Haydenslidhisphoneoutandwiththecorner

ofhereyeshesawthenameSunshineanda

pictureofonebeautifullady.



Haydenanswered.

Hayden:Hello...

Avery:Daddy?

Tessafrowned.Thatsoundedlikealittlegirl's

voiceandshewascallinghim daddy..

Haydenrubbedhislips.

Hayden:Heyprincesswhat'sup?

Avery:Itoldmamatosleep.Shesaidyouhave

toaskforababythenwhenyousleepanangel

comesandgivesyouababy.Hertummywill

grow.

Haydenlaughed.Masa'sexplanationseemed

betterthanhis.

Avery:Wearehavingababy..



AverysaidexcitedandMasaspokeinthe

background.

Masa:Averykanteobuaeng?

Tessacouldheartheconversation.

Avery:Welldadwearegoingtohaveababy.Bye

andIloveyou...

Shehungupbeforehecouldsayanything.

Tessadidn'twanttoaskanythingyet.Hayden

turnedtolookatherandshesmiled.Hayden

switchedoffhisphone.

Hayden:Wherewerewe?

Hisvoicewasseductiveandsodeepshewould

sayyesamilliontimes.



Hesaidashekissedheragainandhishands

slippedunderherhoodie.Helaidherdownas

heremovedherhoodiewithkissesinbetween.

Hayden'sbreathhitherneckandshecrossed

herlegs.

Hayden:Weshouldn'tbedoingthis..

Helookedintohereyesandhesworetheysaid

fuckme.

Hayden:Butfuckit!

Heattackedherlipsfullforceashisotherhand

unzippedherjeans.Shehelpedhim bypushing

them downandwhenherlegswerefreefrom

thejeanssheslippedherhandsunderneathhis

sweaterandallshefeltwasmuscle.Just

muscleandmoremuscle.



Hesuckedhernecksoftlyasshepushedhis

sweaterup.Heliftedhishandsmakingthejob

easierforher.Tessa'smouthdropped.Holy

crap.Hewashotandhadtattos..

Haydenpushedherteeoffandheslowlykissed

betweenherbreasts.Heknewshehadaheart

scarbutsinceitwaslateatnighthewasn't

goingtoseeitclearly.

Tessamoanedashistongueswirledaroundher

nipples,sheheldhisheadashe#EXPLICIT

.
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Theunknownlocation

Tessaplacedherheadonhiswarm chest.This

wasdefinitelyanewexperience.Wow!

Haydenkissedhersaltyneckasshegiggled.

Tessa:Stop!

Hayden:CanIgoatitagain?

Tessa:Ngng,I'm tired..

Haydenchuckled.Howhemanagedtogo

monthswithoutpussysurprisedhim.Washe



makingthisarelationship?Hehasn'thadone

eversinceReginadied.Ithasbeenonenight

standsandnostringsattachedstuff.

Tessalookedupathim.

Tessa:What'sthetime?

Haydenlookedforhisphoneandswitchediton.

Hewaitedforittorestartbeforeenteringhis

passwords.

Hayden:Almostmidnight.

Tessa:Ohshit!

Shemovedfrom hischest.

Tessa:Ihavetogo..

ShequicklypickedhertopandHaydenheldher

hands.

Hayden:Tessa?



Tessa:Hmm?

Hayden:Relax...breathinandout...

Shedidashesaidandlookedathim.

Hayden:Calm now?

Shenodded.

Hayden:Nowyoucangetdressed.

Shekissedhischeekwithasmile.Shetookher

timegettingdressedinherclothesandshe

woreherhoodieoverherhair,shefailedto

straightenitoutsothehoodiewilldo.

Haydenjustworehispantsandshoesbefore

hepickedherupagaintakinghertothe

passengerseat.

Tessa:Thankyou..



Hewalkedtohissideafterclosingthebootand

gotinthecar.

Hestartedthecarandreversedbeforedriving

forsometimetillhejoinedthemainroad.

AtTessa'shouse

30minuteslaterHaydenparkedafewhouses

away.

Hayden:I'llkeepdrivingtillyougethomesafely.

Tessanodded.Hewassweet.Hesaidhewas

not?Hewasjustsayingthat.

ShewalkedtotheirhouseasHaydenslowly

drovebehindher.Whenshepushedthegate,he



salutedanddroveoffwhileshegotinsidethe

yard.Shewasstillstickingtoherstory.No

matterwhat.

Ontheroad

Haydenmadeau-turnanddroveovertoMasa's

place.Heparkedhiscarinsidetheyardand

usedhissparekeystounlockthehouse.

Hewalkedinsideandallthelightswereoff.He

madehiswaytoherbedroom andshewasfast

asleepwiththetwinsonthebed.Hisheart

poundedanditfeltasifwhathejustdidwith

Tessawaswrong.Hewascarefulnottomake

anynoiseashemadehiswaytothebed.The

twinswereheavysleepersandtheydefinitely

won'twakeuptilltheyarewokenupforschool.

Hepushedherhairbackwardsandshejust



turnedtofacetheotherway,breathingsoftly.

Heranhisknucklesoverhercheekassheslept.

Helightlykissedhercheekandsheturned

again.Hehadtogo.

Hewalkedoutofthebedroom andquicklygot

outofthehousewithnohassle.

Hedroveoutoftheyardandmadehiswayto

hishouse.Whatthehellwashedoing?Hehad

noidea.

Thefollowingmorning

AtMasa'shouse



Masaquicklydidherhairasherphonerang.

Masa:Masaspeakinghello..(placingthephone

betweenhershoulderandear)Thecaris

good...okay.I'llpaywhenIgettotheoffice..huh?

Oh.You'lltellher...okay.shapandthankyou.

Shehungupandthrewthephoneonthebed.

Masa:Areyouguysdone?

SmithJr:Almost.

Masa:I'm abouttogo.

Shetiedherhairbackandtookherbagand

phonewalkingoutinherregularhighheels.

Shewalkedtothekitchen.It'sfunnyhowher,

Hayden,CaneandBlairhaveadjustedtohaving



allthreekidsoverthatit'sneverahasslewhen

theyareattheirhouses.

Therewasameetinglaterandwellthedriver

willhavetodropthem offattheoffice.

Masa:Avery!Smith!lantiabathong!

Theyrepliedatthesametimeandtheyfinally

madetheirwaytotheloungeaftertenminutes.

Masa:Sh-uhm holycow..yourbags.Kante...

MasadialedHayden'snumberwhoanswered

immediately.

Masa:Morning..comepickthekidsupfor

school.Theirschoolbags.Ithastheir

homeworks.

Hayden:I'llbethereinafew.



Masa:Thanks.

Shehungupandjustcheckedtheirlunchboxes.

Minuteslater,Haydenparkedhiscarinsidethe

yardandopenedthedoor.

HefoundMasainthekitchenandhesmiled.

Hayden:Mor-

Hetookherbysurprise.

Thetwinsrushedtothekitchenandhesmiled.

Hayden:Getyourlunchboxesandgotothecar.

Masahandedthem tothekidsandhelookedat

Masa.

Hayden:Arewegoing?



Masa:I'lltakemycar..

Hayden:Nonsense..let'sgo.

Masa:Dropoffthekidsfirst..

Hayden:I'm nottakingnoforananswer

Sunshine..

Masa:Fine..

Hayden:Afteryou..

Hewalkedcloselybehindherandhelickedhis

lips.

Masa:Youdidn'tcomewiththeMercedes?

Hayden:Nope..

Hewasn'tgoingtohavehisminifamilyinside

thecarhesexedanotherwomanin.Heshould

takeittothecarwashevenforthorough

cleaning.



Masasatinthefrontandplacedherbagather

feet.Shebuckledupandtoldthekidstobuckle

upattheback.

Haydenstartedthecarandreversedbeforehe

closedthegate.

Masa:Andhestillrefusingwithmyremote..

Hayden:It'sminetokeep.

Hejoinedtheroadandplayedsongsoveralow

volumewhilehestolelooksatMasawhowas

facingtheotherway.

Sheleanedbackandclosedhereyes.He

lookedatherlipsandfacedtheroad.



Theyarrivedattheschoolandthekidsgotout

aftersayinggoodbye.MasaspottedJoy'scar.

Masa:LetmegoseeAri,I'llbeback.

ShegotoutandArisawher.

ShepickedArielleup.

Masa:Heysweetheart..

Shesaidkissinghercheek.

Masa:Haveagreatdayangel.

SheplacedherdownandAriellesaidbyetoJoy

andwentaway.

Masa:HeyJoy.Andhaveaniceday.

Joy:Same..

Masamadeherwaytothecarandgotinside.



Masa:Youcandrive..

Hayden:Mxm..

Masa:wewillbelate(laughing)

Hayden:Whocares?

Masa:Idon'twantawrittenwarningMr..

Hayden:Whywereyouangry?

Masa:Me?Angry?Never..

Hayden:InthemorningwhenIcametopickyou

guysup,youseemedangry.

Masa:I'm cool..

Hayden:Sure?

Masa:Mmhmm..

TheireyeslockedandMasawasthefirstto

breaktheeyecontact.

Haydensighed.Hekeptondrivingtillhegotto



theoffice.

Shewasabouttogetoutofthecarafterhe

parkeditbutheheldherhand.Masaquickly

removedherhand.Themorehetouchedher,

themorehertruefeelingsweregoingtoshow.

Theywerejustco-parenting.Whatwouldpeople

say?Movingfrom uncletonephew.Likea

cheapharlot?Hedeservedwaybetter.

Shewasn'tabouttobethebadguyagain.

Hayden:Wait..

Hesteppedoutofthecarandshedidtoo..

Hayden:Masawhat'swrong?Areyoupregnant

likeAverysaid?



Masalaughed.

Masa:obuadiloyo..

Hayden:Comehere..

Masa:Ihavework.

Hayden:gakelomeMasa..

Hepulledhertohim andheldher.

Hayden:Whyareyousomoody?

Masa:It'snothing,letmego.

Hayden:Wait,I'm stillaskingquestionshere..

Masa:I'm goodH..

Heinhaledhersoftscentasherubbedherback.

Theheelsmadehertall,butshestilldidn't

reachhisheightwiththem on.

Hayden:Areyoupms'ng?Youusuallygetmoody

asfuck..



Masa:FotshekHayden!Fotshek!

Hayden:Thedayyou'regoingtoshutup..

Masarolledhereyes,secretlyenjoyingbeingin

hisarms.

Masa:Ihaveworktodo.

Hayden:You'rehuggingtheCEO.

Masa:KetlagorogakanaHayden..

Hayden:Andthatissupposedtoscareme?I

wonderwhyAriissweetwhenyou'relikethis..

Hesaidandshelaughedsoftlyagainsthis

chestashisvibratedabit.

Masa:NgngHaydenletmego,nowyour

cologneisgoingtostickonme.(Attemptingto

pushhim backbuthestillheldher)

Hayden:Ismellgood..

Masa:Whoeversaidthatliedtoyou.



Hebrokethehugstillkeepinghishandsaround

herwaist.

Hayden:Stillmoody?

Masa:No..

Hegentlykissedherforeheadandletgoofher

waist.

Hayden:Themeeting.Youknowhowimportant

itistome.

Masa:Iknow..

Shetookherbagandwalkedawaywhilehe

watchedherwalkaway.Hewasunawareof

Cane'scarthathadjustparkedandthathehad

beenwatchingthewholemoment.

FOREVER&ALWAYS
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Attheoffice

Haydenwentoverhisdocumentsonceagain.

Makingsureeverythingwassetandokay.

ThedooropenedandhefrownedseeingCane.

WellHaydenwasrunninghisConstruction

business,sohedidn'tknowwhathisunclewas

doinghere.

Cane:Canwetalk?

Haydenclosedthefiles.

Hayden:Sure..

CanesatdownandlookedatHayden.

Cane:What'sgoingonbetweenyouandMasa?



Hayden:Wearejustco-parenting?

Cane:You'resure?

Hayden:Yes.Whywouldn'tIbe?Istherea

problem?Didshesayanything?

Cane:No..Ijustwantedtoknow.

Hayden:Isthatall?

Canewasabouttosayyeswhenhepaused.

Cane:Whateveryoudo,don'thurther.

Hayden:AndhowwouldIhurtherwhenweare

justco-parenting?

Cane:Ifyousayso.Andallthebestforthat

meeting.

Hayden:I'm meetingthetopdogsneh?Thank

you.

Cane:Updatemeonwhathappens.

Hayden:Okay.



Canewalkedout.Haydenwasgoodathiding

whateverhewashiding.Nowonderhewas

dangerous.Whowouldsuspectthathehas

donealotofeviloverthepastsixyearsandhe

stillmanagedtoexudedominanceandaclean

record?Hewasindeedhisfather'sson.

CanemadehiswaytoMasa'sofficeandhe

knockedlightlyonthedoor.

Masa:Comein.

Hewalkedinandshelookedupinherglasses.

Masa:RraagweAri..

Cane:Helloandgoodmorning..

Masa:WhatdidArido?



Cane:Mydaughteriswellbehavedforyour

information.

Masa:Takeaseat.

Cane:Iwon'tbehereforlong,Iwasjustaround

thearea.

Masa:Ohokay.

Cane:Ihaveaquestion..

Masa:Shoot.

Cane:Whatyoutoldmesixyearsago,didyou

getoverit?

Masa:Yep.Yep..

Helookedathercarefullytryingtoseeifshe

waslyingbutshelookedsincere.

Cane:Okay.

Masa:Whyareyouasking?

Cane:Just..



Masa:Alright.Ihaveworktodobigguy,close

thedooronyourwayout.

Canewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Notthat

hewouldtakeoffenceiftherewasanything

happeningbutsixyearsagowhenMasahad

blatantlytoldhim thatshesawHaydeninhim

hadbeenahugeblowtohisego.Ofcoursehe

knewtheyhadaonenightstandwithno

feelingsinvolvedwhatsoeverbutshehadbeen

thatbrutaltotellhim thatonceupontimeshe

hadahugecrushonHayden.Shehadbeena

freespiritthenandshewasunfilteredsoshe

wonderedifhercrushonHaydenwasstillthere

sixyearslaterbutitseemsnot.Whensheleft

thecountrytogostudyabroad,thefreespirit

fadedanditwashardtotellwhatshewas

thinkingaboutunlessshemadeitcleartoyou.

Herfeelingsweren'tjustoutthereforeveryone

toseeandheguessedithadalottodowith



growingup.

ShelookedlikeshewaswaypastHaydenand

maybehewasreadingtoomuchintowhat

happenedattheparkinglot.

Threehourslatertheboardroom wasfulland

theywereallwaitingforHayden.Themanof

themomenttoshowup.

Masawalkedtohisofficeandknocked.

Hayden:Givemeafewminutes.

Masa:Hello..

Hayden:Comein..

Shewalkedinandhewasstandingupwearing

hisjacket.



Hayden:Ilookokay?

Masa:Youdo..

Hayden:Youcanlietomyface.Omoloi

akere..Fixmytie.

Masa:Mrit'sfine..

Hayden:Masatlhemma..

Shewalkedtotheothersideofthedeskwhere

hewasstandingandshejustfixedhistie,not

thattherewasalotfixingtodo.

Masastraightenedthetiewithherhandsand

lookedathim.

Masa:Done.Happy?

Hayden:Yes..

Ofcourseheknewthetiewasfine,hejust



wantedtofeelherhandsoverhischest.

Masa:You'regoingtobelate..

Hayden:You'llgiveagoodexcuse.

Masa:Bathongmanofthemomentlet'sgo.

Hayden'sphonerangandhisheartskippeda

beatashequicklypickeditupbeforeMasa

couldseewhowascalling.

Hayden:Hello...

Tessa:Hi..

Shepaused.Shehadhonestlythoughthewas

ignoringherbecausetherewasnogood

morningtextoranything.

Hayden:I'llcallyoubackinafewhours,I'm ina

meetingatthemoment.

Tessa:Okay.



Hehungupandplacedhisphone.Ithonestly

feltasifhewasdoingMasawrong.

Masa:Haveyourthingsready?

Hayden:AsI'lleverbe..wishmeluck..

Masa:Youdon'tneedit..

Haydenhandedherhisdocumentsandhe

walkedoutfollowingher.

Hayden:Youshouldletyourhairloose..

Masa:Itlookunprofessional.

Hayden:Youseem uptight.

Hejustremovedtheribbonlettingherhairflow.

Hayden:Muchbetter..

Masa:Heish,heish..



Masaopenedtheboardroom doorandstepped

inaseveryone'seyeslandedonher.Herthroat

driedupbutluckilyHaydensteppedinandheld

herwaist.

Hayden:Youowemeandthankyou(whispering)

MasasatdownasHaydenunbuttonedhis

blazer.Helookedsoincontrolandtoimagine

thattheroom washalffullwithmenofhigh

poweranddominance.

ThescreenflashedandshesmiledasDr

Romanoconnectedviaskype.

Hayden:Goodafternnongentleman.

Themenlookedamongthemselvesimpressed

andMaduorolledhereyes.Theyweresofullof

themselves.



Hayden:IguessIshouldbeginwiththemeeting

andmyapologiesforwastingyourtime.

Hayden:Now....

HestartedtalkingandhepausedwhenAngel

askedaquestion.

Angel:Soforthishospitalyouneedallofus.

Hayden:Iwanteveryonetoconsideritasan

investment.Nomatterhowtheeconomylooks,

thereisalwaysincomegeneratedfrom the

healthcaresector.

Reba:Heisdefinitelyright.

Lefikaunbuttonedthefirsttwobuttonsofhis

shirt.Thisyoungguywasgoodandhecovered

allangles.



Dan:IhavetoagreewithHaydenonthisone.

Maduo:gentlementhisisahugegambleandI

mustsay..I'm willingtotaketherisk.

Rethabile:SoI'lldrawthepapers,forthe

contracttobesignedandtheworks.

Masa:CanIthrowinsomething?

Hayden:ofcourse.

Masa:Welllet'stakethisnewprivatehospital

we'rebuilding,weareputtinginalmost

everyone'smoneyinonit,willitmakedouble

themoneyinvested?Imeanthereisfree

hospitalcare...we'relookingatsomethingthat

willdrawpeopletothatparticularhospital..

Angelpaused.

Angel:Shehasapoint.



Masa:Thankyou.

ShelookedatHaydenandhehatedthatshe

justputhim onthespot.

Masa:Adifferentapproachisneeded.Itjust

can'tbeahospital.

Maduo:She'ssmart.IsshethedeputyCEO?

Hayden:Thefinancialengineerofthecompany.

Maduo:Wow,soweneedtotweakoutafew

thingsinthataspect.

Reba:Soanothermeetinginaweek?

Angel:I'llbetherephysically.

Lefika:I'lldefinitelyshowup.

Dan:Yes.Weareinvestingbigmoneyintothis..

Masa:Uhm..Thankyou.

Maduo:Anddoyouengineeringstuff..itseems

asifyouknowthemarketbetter.

Reba:Ithinknextweekeveryonewillbehere..I'm



alreadysoldthough.

Theystoodupandwalkedout.

RebawalkedtowhereHaydenwasstanding.

Reba:Pieceofadviceifyouflop,somemanwill

takeher..Isawthewayyoulookather..

HewalkedawayandHaydentalkedwithLefika

forafewminutes.

Lefika:andyou'renotmarriedyet.Oemetseeng,

mosadialehapelehagago?

Hayden:Notyet.

Dan:They'lltakeher...anywaysbyeyoungman..

Lefika:IthinkI'm seeingmywifeafterthis..

Dan:Powercoupleeile(laughing)

Lefika:RebaandMaddy?Theyaretightas

thieves.Anywaysuresuremyguy.



TheyallwalkedoutasAngelsaidbyebefore

disconnecting.

Hayden:Andyouhadtoputmeonthespot.

Masastretched.

Masa:Youweregoingtomakebigmistakes

trustme,asmuchastheyaregoodinthegame.

Forsuchyoualwaysneedafinancialengineer

myguy.

Hayden:Sebotlhaletlhe..

Masa:Fosek..

Hestoodbehindherandjustmassagedher

shoulders.

Hayden:Butthankyou.

Masa:Iguesswe'reevennow..



Hayden:Nowe'renot.

Masa:Ineedtopickthekidsupfrom school.

Hayden:Don'tbotheraboutit.Latelunch?

Masa:I'm tired.

Hayden:Aquickbite.

Hesaidashehelpedherstandandwrappedhis

armsaroundherwaist.

Hayden:Butareyousureyou'renotonyour

periods?

Masa:Hayden!

Hayden:Iguessthat'sayes.Let'sgoandtellme

aboutyourplansforthetwins'birthday..

Masa:Letgoofmywaist.Walapisa!



Helaughedandstillkepthishandsthere.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtHayden'sHouse

Allthekidsranupstairstotheirbedroom as

Masaclearedthetable.



Shetookstufftothekitchenbeforeshepicked

upallthegadgetsandputthem awaywherethe

kidscanfindthem.

Haydenheldherwaistfrom behindand

breathedinhersoftscent.Hedidn'tknow

awhatitwasaboutthewayshesmelled.

Masa:I'm done,thankyouforthemovie.Ihave

togo.You'lltakecareofthekidsakere?Don't

forgettomorrowistheirbirthday.

Hayden:Gowhere?

Masa:Home.

Hayden:Emapele...

HeslowlykissedherneckandMasasuckedin

abreath.

Masa:Don'tdothisH.Pleasedon't.



Hayden:WhatifIwantto?

Masa:Itiswrongonsomanylevels..

Hayden:I'm nottheoneknowntodowhat

peopleexpectmetodo.

Masausedherhandstotryandremovehis

handsbutinsteadheheldherhands.

Hayden'sfingerstracedherarmsandMasa

sworeshefeltbutterfliesinhertummy.

Hetiltedherheadupwardsandkissedherpink

juicylips.Fuck!Hehaswantedtodothisfor

sometime.Herlipsweresweet.Heturnedher

smallbodyaroundandtightlheldhercloseto

him withhislipsstillattachedtohers.

Hebrokethekissandherlipspartedsoftlyas

shelookedathim withdazedeyes.Hisblood



racedattheinnocentlookshegavehim andhe

feltsomuchguiltweighhim downwhilehe

lookedather.Theysaiddon'thurtherandhe

wasabouttodoexactlythat.I'm sorrybabygirl.

Hethoughttohimselfandherubbedherchin

gentlyandsmiled.Masablinkedacoupleof

timesandHaydenkissedheragain.Slowlythis

time,takinghistimetoravishhersaccharine

lips.

Haydenbrokethekissandjustheldherinhis

arms.Sodelicate.

Helikedthefeelofherinhisarms.Masakept

hereyesdown.Shehatedhowmuchsheloved

this,shewasdoingexactlywhatshetold

herselfsheshouldneverdo.Sheusedher

fingerstotouchherlips.



Haydenliftedherheadup.

Hayden:Talktome..

Masa:T-this...

Hayden:Isperfectatthemoment.Don't

overthinkitokayangel?

Heplacedhischinoverherhead.Hewaitedand

listened.Therewasnonoiseupstairs.

Hayden:Smith?Avery?Ari?(shouting)

Therewasnoreply.Theymust'vefallenasleep.

Hestilldidn'tlethergo.Washecomingontoo

strongforher?

Hayden:Sunshine?

Masa:Hmm...



Hayden:Areyoustrong?

Thatquestionleftherconfused.Stronginterms

ofwhat?

Masa:Hmm?

Hekissedthetopofherhead.

Hayden:Iwastalkingaboutphysically...

Heliedthroughhisteethandshedidn'tnotice

that.

Heliftedherheadupgentlyandfrenchkissed

herlipsashepickedherupheadingtothe

bedroom.

Haydenclosedthedoorwithhisfootand



walkedtothelargebed,placinghergentlyon

thebed.

Herhaircoveredhisbedsheetsandhisguilt

worsened,heshouldn'tevenplayherlikethis

buthewantedher.Totasteher,evenifitwas

goingtobethefirstandlasttime.He

swallloweditdownashelaidontopofher.

Heslippedhishandsunderneathherteeand

feltherbreasts.Theyfitperfectlyinhislarge

hands.

Hayden:Perfect..

Heremovedtheteeandthrewitacrossthe

room ashefoundherlipsagainandshe

wrappedherhandsaroundhisneck.Hishands

slippedbetweenherlegsandheheldtheelastic



ofherpantiespullingthem downherlegs.

ThankGodsheworeaskirttoo.

Herfemininescentwastempting.Very

temptingasheplacedhiswarm palm ontopof

herpussy..hegothardthathishardonwas

straininghispants.

Hepulledtheskirtdownandlickedhislips.

Fuck!

Helookedatherandhejustkissedher

foreheadsoftly.

Hayden:Hey,lookatme(softly)

Hekissedherlipsand#EXPLICIT

TheFollowingMorning



Masawokeupandlookedaround.Thewayher

lowerbodyachedwastestamenttowhat

happenedthenightbefore.Thedooropened

andshecoveredherbodywiththesheets.

Hayden:It'sme..

Hewalkedinwithbreakfastandshesatupright.

Masa:Wh-

Haydensatdownnexttoherandheldher

hands.

Hayden:Whathappenedlastnightwasa

mistake.

Masajustlookedathim.Ithadbeentoogood

tobetrue.Sheshouldn'tlovehim butshe

couldn'thelpit.Whathesaidwasalllieslast

nightwhenhewasoverher...



Haydenlookedintohereyesashetippedher

headover.Hedidn'tseeherreactingtowhathe

justsaid.

Hayden:It'sgoingtobeawkwardandcanIbe

honest?

Masaclearedherthroat.Shewasabiggirl.

Masa:Yeah.

Hayden:ItwasweirdknowingIwasinthesame

placemyunclewas.Nooffence.

Masaforcedabrightsmile.

Masa:Nonetaken.Letmegetgoing.

Hayden:Imadebreakfast.

Masa:It'sokay.Ihavetoprepareforthetwins'

birthdaycelebration.Wherearethekids?

Hayden:Youcangowiththem,theyfinished

bathing.



Masa:Sure.

Shegotoutofbedandlookedforherclothes.

Haydenswallowed.Heexpectedhertoscream

athim forusingherbutshejustagreedto

whateverhesaid.Thatwashim savingherand

himselftheheartache.Andheknewafterthis,

shewon'tlethim andhepaused.Atthefact

thatanothermanwillhaveaccesstoher.

Somethingstuckinhisthroatandhehadtorub

hischest,hedidn'tknowifthatwillhelp.

Masafinishedgettingdressedandshehad

detachedherselffrom itall.Shelookedfora

brushinhisroom andbrushedherhair.

Hayden:You'refine?

Masa:Peachy.

Hayden:Ihopethiswon'truinourco-parenting



relationship..

Masa:Ilovethekidsasiftheyaremyown.

Whateverwedidhasnothingtodowiththem.

Shelookedatherselfinthemirrorandlooked

aroundmakingsureshedidn'tleaveanything.

ShewalkedoutandHaydenrubbedhishead.It

wasforthebest.

Hewantedtopunchsomethingbutshewas

probablystillinthehouse.Hewalkedoutofthe

bedroom inhisjeansandnotop..

Hefoundhersmilingwiththekidsandhe

lookedatthem.Awholecompletefamilyright

here.Washeselfishtowantitallwithout

riskinghisheart?



Heknewnowthatnothinglastsforever.He

oncesaidforeverandalwaysandsheleft.She

diedonhim.Hedidn'twanttobreakdownagain

allinthenameoflove.

Hewouldgoforsomethingsaferandforthe

pastweekhehasspentwithTessahehad

realisedthatasmuchasshehadtheheartof

thewomanhelovedandstilllovesdearlyshe

wasnevergoingtobeher.Notinamillionyears

butthatwassaferbecausehisheartdidn'tskip

abeatnordidhisbloodrushwhenhewaswith

her.Hewasn'tgoingtobehurtbyanythingshe

doesandthatwassecurityforhim.

Hewasn'tabouttoalsomakeMasathetalkof

thetown,peopletalkingabouthergoingin

betweenuncleandnephewasifapersoncan

controlwhotheyfallinlovewith.Hedidn'tthink



hewasgoingtobesaneoncepeoplecalledher

names,hewoulddefinitelygoonakillingspree

sotoavoidesuch,hedidwhathehadtodo.He

definitelysawloveinhereyeslastnightand

everymomentofithehadcravedtobeatthe

receivingendofitbutitwasn'tpossible.

Masalookedathim smiling.Itwasasifhe

hadn'tdroppedabomshellonher.

Masa:Don'tforget.Bye..kidslet'sgo.

AveryandAriheldherhandsonbothsidesand

theywalkedout.

Haydenlookedup.

Hayden:Fuck!!

.

.



*

*

*

FOREVER&ALWAYS

*53*

AtMasa'shouse

Thekidsrantotheirrooms.Masawalkedtoher

bedroom andshesatdownonthebed.Didshe

loveHayden?Yes.

Atthemomentifhewastochangehiamind

wouldshegotohim?Inaheartbeatbutshehad

toloveherself.Hewasrightlastnightwasa

mistake.Boundarieswerecrossedthat



shouldn'tbeencrossed.

Shebadlywantedtocrybutthetearsweren't

there.Hadshegottensousedtohidingthatshe

failedtoshowemotion?

Shesuckedinadeepbreath.Thischapterwas

closed.Shewasgoingtoforgetitever

happened.Itwasjustaonenightstandlikethe

fewthathappenedwhenshewasyoungerand

stupid.Haydenwasneverhers.Hisheart

belongstoReginahandasheusedtosay,

ReginahwashisForeverandAlways.Shewas

justamothertohischildrenandnothingmore.

Shewentthroughherphoneandsawsomeof

thepicturesshehadwithhim andthekidsover

theyears.Shebackedthem inheriCloudbefore

shedeletedthem from herphone.



ShecalledBlair.

Blair:Hey.

Masa:Hi,iseverythingready?

Blair:Areyouokay?

Masa:Justtired.ShouldIgetthekidsready?

Blair:Yesmam.Peoplewillstartarrivingaround

noon.

Masa:Okay,we'llarriveanhouraftereveryone

hasarrived.Bye.

Shehungupandheadedtothebathroom fora

longshower.

AtHayden'splace



Hegotreadyincasualwearandsprayedhis

favouritecologneandhepickedhiscarkeys.It

washotbutheworethatpoloneckforareason,

Masahadleftsomehickeysonhisneckandhe

realisedthatwhenhewasshaving.Itwaskind

ofcute,iftheywereanynormalcouplehe

would'veletthehickeysshowandmakeherfeel

embarrassedinpublicwhenpeopleasked

aboutthem.Heletoutasigh.Thatwaspartof

theimpossible.

HisphonebeepedandhequicklyrepliedTessa.

Hayden:I'm onmyway.

Tessa:Tellmewhenyouarrive.

Heunlockedthecarandgotinside.

Hayden:Alright.



Hereversedhiscaranddroveoutoftheyardas

thegateclosed.HedroveofftoTessa'splace.

AtTessa'splace

Tessatiedherhairasshelookedatherselfin

themirror.Whatthehellwasshesupposedto

wearforakiddiesparty?Sherolledhereyes.No

wonderhedidn'ttakehertohishouse.

Hewaslikemykidsarethere.Thatiswhythey

haveamother.Shesaidtoherself.

Shetookherbag.Thejeanswerefineandso

wastheofftheshouldertop.Ifhedeemedit

inappropriateitwasallonhim.



Shechangedathousandtimesandshedidn't

havetheenergytochangeagain.

Shegothistextthathehadarrivedandshe

walkedoutofherbedroom.Itwastheweekend

andobviouslyherparentswerehomeandshe

toldthem shewasinvitedtoakids'party.She

willbringevidenceforthatplusintwomonths

shewasgoingtoschoolsocheerstothe

freedom ofdoingwhatevershewantedinGabs

city.

Tessa:Uhm bye..

Shewalkedoutandslidthegate.Shespotted

hisMercedesandhalfrantoit.Thedoor

openedandshegotinthefrontseat.

Haydenkissedherlips.



Hayden:Heyyou..

Tessa:Hiii...

Hedroveoffassheconnectedherphonetothe

carbluetoothsystem asusual.

HaydenlookedatTessa.Shehadn'tasked

anythingaboutthetwinswhenshetoldhim.

Washeimposingsomuchresponsibilityonan

18yearold?Ofcoursehedidn'twantherto

motherthem,butiftheirrelationshipwasgoing

tobesomethinglongterm,sheisboundtoget

usedtothekidsbecausetheycan'talwaysstay

withBlairorMasawhensheisthere.

Tessa:Uhm..yousaidtheyareturningfourright?

Hayden:Six..

Shetouchedherhead.Yikes.Shewasn'treally

payingattentionwhenhewentontotalkabout



theirages.Whenhesaidhehaskidshermind

wentonautopilot.Shedidthemathandgasped

athim.

Tessa:Youhadkidsat19?

Hayden:Yep..

Shesighed.

Tessa:Thatmust'vereallysucked,somegirl

showinguppregnantandsayingyou'regoingto

beafatherwhenyouhadschoolandhadtolive

yourlife.

Hayden:Thekidsareactuallyablessing..

Tessa:That'scute..whatdidyousaytheirnames

are?

Hayden:SmithJrandAvery..

Tessa:Cuuutee...

Shesaid.Therewasnowayinhellshewas



allowingherselftofallpregnant.Shestill

wantedtolivelifetoherfullestwithoutthe

responsibilityofkids.

Haydendrovethroughthetrafficandwhenthey

finallyarrivedatthedesignatedvenueTessa

gasped.Theywerejustbeingextrafora

birthdayforkids.It'snotasifitwillstickintheir

mindswhentheyare18.

Hayden:Wehavearrived.

Tessa:It'scute.ForkidsImean.

Theygotoutofthecaraskidsranaroundthe

placewiththeirparentsconversingontheother

side.Haydendidn'tknowwhathewouldwithout

MasaandBlair'shelp.



MeanwhileMasaparkedhercarandlookedat

allkidsintheback.Shethrewtwoblindfolds.

Masa:Smith,Averywearthosemysweets.

TheydidasshesaidandArilookedatthem.

Arielle'sbirthdaywaslikefourmonthsaway

from theirsandthatiswhenshewillbesix.

Masa:I'm steppingoutandgoingtoopenthe

dooralright.

Shegotoutofthecarandopenedthedooras

thekidsslowlygotout.Shetoldthetwinsto

holdhandsandsheheldArianaandSmith's

hands.

Shelookedaroundandnoticedthateveryone

washere.

Masa:Wellfollowmemypeople..



Theydidaprettygoodjobandshewasthe

twinswillbehappy.Ofcoursetheyeachhad

differentcustom madecakes.

Shearrivedtowhereeveryonewasstanding

waitingforthelittlepeopleofthemoments.

Haydensawhermakingherwaytothem andhe

failedtopullhiseyesawayfrom her.Shewas

wearingcasualbutshealwayalookedgoodin

shorts,revealingthoseyellowthighs.Heswore

hespottedapinkspotfrom lastnight.Masa

lookedupandlockedeyeswithHaydenwho

hadhisarm aroundTessaandshefocusedon

whatshehadbeendoing.

MasatoldAritogotoherfatherandthelittle

girlhalfrantohim.



Masa:Okaylovies..

Sheheldbothblindfoldsandsheremovedthem

atthesametime.Everyonescreamedsurprise!

Thetwinslookedaroundandsmiled.Averyheld

backtears.HaydenletgoofTessa'swaistand

pickedher.

Avery:Happybirthdayprincess..

Tessalookedatthelittlegirl.Shelookedso

familiar.Sheshookherheadandlookedattheir

mother.Thatwasthebabymama?Shelooked

young.

Sheswallowed.Whywasshesuddenlyjealous

ofher,thenitclickedthattimesheandHayden

firsthadsexwhenherpicturepoppedupas



Sunshine.Whatifshewasgoingtousethekids

toheradvantagetotryandteartherelationship

apart?

Shewillcroasthatbridgewhenshegetsthere.

HaydentalkedtothekidsforawhileastheDJ

playedmusic.YeshecamewithTessaand

everyonecouldseethat.Heknewthathalfof

thefamilywashappyhewasmovingon.

HaydenstoodupandlookedatMasaoncethe

kidswenttotheirfriends.

Hayden:Thankyousomuch.

Masa:Welcome.

Hayden:Osharpo?

Masa:Whywouldn'tIbeH?Letmegoseeifthe



foodwaspreparedwell.Excuseme.

Haydenlookedatherwalkawayandhewalked

backtoTessa.

Tessa:Isthatyourbabymama?

Hayden:Yes.

Tessa:She'sbeautiful.

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Youcantellheryourself,sheisnot

rude..

Tessa:Ididn'tsaysheisrude..areyousurethere

isnothinggoingonbetweenthetwoofyou?

Hayden:Absolutelynothing.

Tessa:Alright.Shedidn'tcomeoffasthebaby

mamatofighteverywomanherbabydaddy

dates..

HaydencouldhearthejealousyinTessa'svoice



andhereassuredherthattherewasnothing

goingonbetweenthetwoofthem.Blairjustsat

downwatchingeverything.Canesatnexttoher.

Cane:Itwasabouttimehemovedon.

Blair:HisReginawaseverythingtohim but..

Cane:Butwhat?

Blair:Lookathim..

CanedidasHaydentalkedtoTessawhilethey

sharedkisseshereandthere.

Blair:Hedoesn'tlookhappy,onewouldsayheis

forced.

Cane:maybebecauseeveryoneislooking.

Blairrolledhereyes.

Blair:Youknowyournephewbetterthanthat.

Whenheiswithsomeonehisheartallowshim

tobefreearound,thesmileonhisfaceis



genuineandlewenawagoutlwagorethatis

happinessrighythere.

Canelookedclosely.

Cane:You'reright.

Blair:Yousee..maybehemovedinforthesake

ofmovingonnotbecauseheisinvested.

Cane:Heishurtinghimselfthatway.

Blair:Heisnolongerateenager,thatisawhole

grownassmanwithtwokids.Hewillfigure

himselfout.

Cane:Withtime,hejustdecidedtodate.Itwon't

workoutattheveryfirstattempt.

Blair:Youhaveapoint.

Theywentonabouttheirconversation.It

seemedasifeverythingwasgoingasplanned.



HaydenlookedaroundandMasawasn'tamong

thecrowds.

Hayden:I'llbebackokaybabe?

TessanoddedandHaydenlookedforthearea

wherethefoodwasprepared.Itwasfarfrom

thecrowds.

HefoundMasalaughingwiththecaterersas

theygotreadytoservethefood.

Hayden:MasacanItalktoyou?

Masaignoredhim,pretendinglikeshedidn't

evenhearhim.Haydenwalkedtowardsher.

Hayden:Masakebualewena..

Masa:I'm busyMrSmith..

Shesaidwithablankfaceandcontinued

talkingwiththechefessthere.



Masa:Idefinitelyneedtherecipe..

Her:Iwillsendittoyou..

Haydengotimpatientashegrabbedherarm

forcefullypullingheruponherfeetandwalking

afewfeetfrom thecaterers.

Masa:WhatthehellHayden?

Hesmashedhislipsonhersandaslaplanded

onhisface.

Masa:Whatthefuckdoyouthinkyou'redoing?

Hayden:Mas-

Masa:MareteHayden!Onjelegosharpo,oira

engyaanong?Skatlholaobatlagonopelwamo

gonna...

Hayden:I'm so-

Masa:Nyoriwaeng?Haydenoskabatlago

ntirasematla.IfIavoidyouavoidegalewena



skabatlagoiramatlakalamogonnamaking

mefeelcheap...akerewaregoweirdgo

nthobalaoitsegorekejelwekemalomeaago?

Eetswamogonna..Yeses!

Shewalkedawayfuming,herfaçadewasnear

crackingandsheneededtoregainher

composureanddetachherselffrom everything.

Haydenheldhischeek.Itburned.Forasmall

handshedeliveredonemeanslap.

.

.
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Attheparty

Haydenwalkedtowherethecatererswereabd

Masawasn'tthere.Hehopeditdidn'tbruise.

Hemadehiswaytothecrowdsandspotted

Tessasittingdown.Tessasmiledwhenhe

walkedbacktoher.

Shefrownedassheheldhischeek.Itfelthot,

likehehadjustbeenslapped.

Tessa:Areyouokay?

Hayden:I'm good..

Hesatdownnexttoherasthetalked.



Thepeopleservingbroughtfoodtoeveryone.

Cuttingcakewasgoingtobethelastthingon

theagenda.Peoplehaddroppedtheirgiftsoff

whentheyarrived.

MasapickedArielle.

Masa:Enjoyingyourselfbaby?

Shenodded.

Ari:Heavy..

Masalaughed.

Masa:Noyou'renot.

AriellejustslidddownandmadeherwaytoJoy.

Masashookherheadwithasmile.Ariellewasa

blessingregardlessofthecircumstancesshe

wasmadein.



Arealizationhitherasshestoodtherelooking

around.Shehaddonewellbutshehadbeen

stuckonacrushforawholesixyear.

Heturnedoutthebeajerkandwasthatwhat

shewantednow?Tobehissidewhilehe

flauntshisgirlfriendtotheworld?

Surelyshewasn'tabouttogodownthatroute.

Evennowtherewerenotearsinhereyes.

Maybesomethingwaswrongwithherbutshe

neededtoloveherselfmorethanshelovedhim.

Sheshookherheadrememberinglastyear

whensheaccompaniedhim tothedesertrace.

Manshewashisbiggestcheerleaderashe

racedthrough.



Sheranherhandsthroughherhairasthe

familiarsongthatshehadplayedinhiscarthat

dayplayed.Memoriesthatdeservedtobe

buried.

WherewasTilywhensheneededher?Butshe

sangalong,itwasherfavouritesongtoo..

I'm yourbiggestfan,I'llfollowyouuntilyou

loveme

Pa-paparazzi

Babythere'snoothersuperstar,youknowthat

I'llbe...

Yourpa-paparazzi

PromiseI'llbekindbutIwon'tstopuntilthat

boyismine.



Babyyou'llbefamous,chaseyoudownuntil

youloveme

Shejusthadto..

Blair:Itookavideo.

Masa:Thensendit..

Blairlookedattheshortvideo,Masawas

singingalongwithahugesmileandshewas

makingheartswithherfingers.

HaydensawMasa,thatwasoneofher

favouritesongs.Howheknewthat?Shehad

saiditherselflastyearwhenshewas

cheerleadingforhim attherace.Hesighedand

turnedtolistentowhatTessawassayingbut

shewaslookingatMasa.

Wellthingsatthepartywentasplannedandthe



twinswereveryhappy.

MasastoodbythecartalkingtoCane.

Masa:TakeAritoday,Ineedsomemetime.

Cane:Andyoulookexhausted.RestMasa!Rest!

Masa:Suresurebigguy.

Shewalkedawayandcrouchedinfrontofthe

twins.

Masa:Akereyouguysarespendingthenight

withdaddy?Ineedtorest.

Avery:Okaymommy.Weloveyou..

ShesaidasshehuggedMasa.

Masa:AndIloveyoutoo.

SmithJr:Thankyou..itwasanawesome



birthday.

Masa:Aaw,aslongasyoutooarehappy.

BlairstoodbehindMasaasshewatchedthe

moment.

Thekidsletgoofherandrantowheretheir

fatherwas.

Blair:I'm sureReginaishappywhereversheis,

youaretakingcareofthesekidssoeffortlessly.

Masa:It'snothing.

Blair:Areyousureyou'refine?

Masa:Yes.Letmehelpthem cleanup.

ShesaidhuggingBlair.

Masa:Gorestnow..



Masawalkedaway.

Haydenlookedatthetwinsandintroduced

them toTessa.

Hayden:AveryandSmiththisisTessa..

Avery:Hi,you'repretty.

Tessa:ThankyouAvery..

Shesaidthroughherteeth.

SmithJr:Hi..dadcanwego?

Hayden:Sure...

Theyallmadetheirwaytothecarandthekids

gotinthebackwhileTessasatinfront.

Everythingseemedawkwardwiththekids

around.Shesighed.She'llgetusedtoit

eventually.



Laterthatevening

Masaparkedhercaratthehouseandshegof

out.Itwasthenthattheeventsofwhathad

happenedhitherandleftherparalysed.

Herhandsshookasshetriedtoopenthedoor

andthekeyfelldown.Shepickeditupand

finallyunlockedit.

Shegotinsidethehouseandclosedthedoor,

slidingdownastearsburnedatthebackofher

eyes.Shewascheap.Aharlot.

Shehadstoopedsolow.UncleandNephew.

Bothasonenightstands.WaytogoMasa!



Shesobbedsoftly.Shewasbacktosquareone,

shewasslowlybecomingthatgirlshehadsaid

shedidn'twanttobecomeagain.

Thiswastoomuch.Heshowedhowmuchofa

jerkshewasandshedidn'tseeit.Hejust

wantedtosleepwithhernothingelseandthose

'Iloveyous'thatwereexchangedinthethroes

ofpassionwerefakeandlikethelovesick

puppyshewasshehadalmostfellforit.

Sheneededtonumbthepain,herchesthurt.It

wasburningandshecouldn'tbreath.

Sheheldontothedoorasshestoodup.She

walkedtothekitchenandtookoutabottleof

wineandwalkedbacktothelounge.She



switchedonthestereo,thenoisewouldbe

goodtoo.

Unfortunatelyasadsongplayedandshecried

moreassheopenedthebottleanddrankit

from thebottle.

Iputyoufirstandyouadoredit

Setfirestomyforestandyouletitburn

Sangoffkeyinmychoruscauseitwasn't

yours

Shehatedthatshehadputhim first,hisneeds

beforeherandthelovewasdisappearing.She

sworeitwas...Maybehatinghim wouldforce

hertoloveherselfmore..



Hesleptwithherandbroughtagirltheexact

sameday.Shewassocheap.Usedgoods.

Shewailedasshecoveredherfacewithher

hands.Herheartbeatwasnotnormal.Itbeat

irregularlyandshedidn'twanttogobacktothe

hospitalagain.Shehatedit.Shehatedhow

whenshefelttoomuchtheheartarrhythmia

wouldshow.

Butitbeatsofastthatshewasfindingithard

tobreath.Itfeltasitshewasnearfainting.That

waswhyshedidn'twanttofeel..

Masa:I-

Shestruggledtobreathassheheldherheart

butonethingshewassureofwasthatshewas

donepiningforHayden.Hedidn'tdeserveher

andshewasn'tgoingtoallowherselftobe

used.



Shetriedtobreaththroughhermouthbutthe

heartracewasgettingworse.

Herhandsshookasshesearchedforherphone

inherpockets.Shequicklydialedhermother's

numberwhichwasonspeeddialalongwith

Tily'snumberbeforehereyesclosedandshe

droppedthephonewhenhermothercalled

back.

MaMasa:Hello?Hello?Masa?Ngwanaka?

Noresponse.

.

.
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Atthehospital

Masa'sparentspacedupanddownwaitingfor

thedoctortosaysomething.

Thedoctorwalkedoutandfoundherparents.

Doctor:Family?

MaMasa:Yes..

Doctor:Itwasherheartarrhythmia.

RaMasa:OhGod!Issheokay?

Doctor:Doesshestilltakeherprescribed



medication?

MaMasa:Ihavenoidea,sheisallgrownand

shehasbeenfine.Idon'tknowwhat'swrong.Is

sheawake?

Thedoctornodded.

MaMasa:CanItalktoher?

Doctor:Okay..we'llkeepherforfourdays.

Herparentsnodded.

MaMasawalkedinsidetheroom asher

husbandstayedbehind.Atleastthekids

weren'tthere,he'llseewhenhermotherleaves

theroom.

Masalookedathermotherwhosatnexttoher,

shetriedtoremovetheoxygenmaskbuther

motherheldherhand.



MaMasa:Youneedit.Areyoufine?

Masanodded.

MaMasa:Yourdadcarriedyouokay?

Shenodded.

MaMasa:Whathappened?Whyareyoureyes

puffy?Didsomethinghappen?

Sheshookherheadandhermothersighed.

Masa'sphonerangandshelookedatthecaller

id.

HermothertookthephoneanditwasTily.

MaMasa:ShouldIanswerher?Shehasbeen

callingforthepasthour.

Masanoddedasshelookedup.

MaMasa:Matildangwanaka..



Tily:Helloma,isMasaokay?

MaMasa:Sheisinhospital.

Tily:Whathappened?

MaMasa:Herheartarrhythmia..

Matildaranherhandthroughherhair.Itwas

dangerousbecauseitmakesiteasyforMasa

tohaveheartfailureanddie.

Matilda:Issheokay?

MaMasa:Sheis..shejustwokeup.

Tily:I'llcallherlater,IwishIwasthere.Byema.

MaMasa:Bye..

Sheplacedthephonedown.

MaMasa:I'llgetyousomethingtoeatokay?

Masanoddedandhermotherwalkedout.Her



fatherwalkedinsecondslater.

Thatonelookfrom herfatherbrokeherresolve

astearsstreameddownhercheeks.Hejustsat

onherbedahdremovedtheoxygenmaskas

shesobbedonhisshirt.Hedidn'tsayanything

andjustforpeace'ssakeshewasn'tgoingto

sayanythingaboutthis.

Shestoppedcryingandhewipedhertears.

Masa:Thankyou.

RaMasa:Wanttotalkaboutit?

Sheshookherhead.Shewasstupidandit

didn'tmakethepainlessen.Shewasdone.

Doneanddusted.Theonlythingthatwasher

concernwasthekidsandnothingelse.



Herphonerangandshesawthecallerid.Her

fatherfrowned.

RaMasa:Annoyingprickkemang?

Masasuckedinabreath.

Masa:Hayden..

RaMasa:ShouldIanswerit?

Masa:Maybesomethingiswrongwiththekids..

Herfatheransweredit.

RaMasa:Hello..

HaydenfrownedhearingMasa'sfatheroverthe

phoneandhisheartskippedabeat.

Hayden:Dumelang,Masaoteng?I'm byher

houseandsheisnotthere..

RaMasa:Sheisnotthere..

Hayden:Oh.Iwantedtorunsomething

importantbyher.



RaMasa:Sheishospitalized.

Masa:Dad!

RaMasa:Ohsorry,youweren'tsupposedto

knowthat.Bye..

Hehungup.

RaMasa:Ididn'tknow.Thedoctorsaidyou'llbe

hereforfourdays.Forobservation.

Shenoddedassheworetheoxygenmask

againandlaiddown.

RaMasa:Shouldwebringthekidshere?

Masa:No,I'llcomeupwithagoodexcuse.

Shesaidthroughthemaskandherfather

nodded.Hepushedherhairbackandkissedher

forehead.Shesmiledandclosedhereyes.



MeanwhileHaydendrovetothehospital,he

wasgoingtocheckwhichone.Shewasfine

earlieron.Hewonderedwhatwaswrong.

Heswallowedhisguiltdownasheparkedby

thehospitalparkinglot.Hewasabouttostep

outwhenhesawMasa'sparentsgetinside

theircar.Heguessedright.

Onceherparentshaddroveoffhesteppedout

ofthecar.

Hewalkedinsideandhestoppedbythe

receptionaskingaboutherroom number.

Receptionist:Andyouare?Onlyfamilyis

allowed.

Hayden:Sheismychildren'smother.



Thereceptionisthadtohidehershock.Sohe

hasbeeninarelationshipallalong?Hewas

becomingfamousandeveryonewasareofa

certainMrSmith.

Shegavehim theroom numberandhethanked

her.Heopenedthedoorslightlyandstood

therelookingatherwiththeoxygenmaskon.

Thelasttimehewasinhospitalhelost

someoneinportantandshewasinoxygen

machines,notevenbreathingonherown.He

hopeditwasnothingserious.

HewalkedinsideandMasa'seyesfluttered

open.Shesadlylookedathim.Henoticedthe

swolleneyesandheswallowed.



Shesatupstraightandremovedtheoxygen

mask.

Masa:Arethekidsokay?

Hayden:Howareyoufeeling?

Masa:Oseilebanalemang?

Hayden:Theyareal-

Masa:That'sirresponsibleofyouH.Goback

home.

Hayden:Butyou'renotokay..

Masa:And..(pausingtosuckinadeepbreathas

herheartbeatstartedtoincrease)youbeing

hereisnotgoodforme.

Hayden:I'm sorry.

Masa:Apologyaccepted.Anddon'tvisitme.

Thankyou..(softly)

Sherubbedherchestasherhandsshookabit.



Sheworetheoxygenmaskandlaiddown

facingtheotherway.

Helookedatherassherubbedherchestand

hesworehesawtearsinhereyes.

Hayden:Sunshine...

Shedidn'trespondandheslidhishandsinhis

pocketsashisguiltatehim upandfinishedhim

offwhilehewasstandingthere.Thefactthat

shewasn'tevenfightingnow,justacceptedhis

apologyanddecidedtosleep.Histhroatdried

upasheranoutofwordsandhestoodthere.

ThedoctorwalkedinandhelookedatHayden

ashenoddedhishead.

Hecheckedthemonitornoticinghowher



heartbeatwasincreasingrapidlyasshelaid

there.

Doctor:Mam..

Masaopenedhereyes.Herchesthurtsobad.

Doctor:yourheartisracingagain,letmecalla

nursetobringicewater..

Hewalkedout.Healsohadtoinsertacatheter

ablationbeforetheendoftheday.Orelsethis

maycausesuddendeathanditwaseasyto

losepatientsespeciallysinceherheart

arrhythmiawasfastheartbeatsalsoknownas

tachycardia.

Haydenstoodtherewatchingasthemachines

beepedandthedoctorwalkedinwithanurse

holdingabucketfulloficewater.



Theyhelpedherupandshedunkedherheadin

thewater.Herheartbeatsloweddownasthey

handedheratowelminuteslater.

Doctor:Better?

Shenodded.

Thenursewalkedout.

Haydensilentlywalkedout.Hewasconfused

andhewaitedforthedoctortogetout.When

thedoctorwalkedoutHaydenaskedhim what's

wrong.

Doctor:Wearecontrollingherheartarrhythmia.

Hayden:I'm lost...

ThedoctorexplaineditbrieflyandHayden

sighed.Itseemedseriousbuthowcomeshe

nevertoldhim?



Hewalkedtoherroom andshewasfastalseep.

Hewasfuckingeverythingupatthemoment.

Hemadehiswayoutofthehospitalandgot

insidehiscar.

AtTessa'shouse

Tessasatinfrontofherlaptop.Shehadbeen

puttingoffthisthingofresearchingHaydenbut

tonightshemightjustdothat.Hisdaughter

lookedsofamiliar.

Ofcourseshewasn'tgoingtotellhim thatshe

wasnotgoingtostepmotherthekids.Thelittle

boyhadanattitude.Ignoredherandsherolled

hereyesthinkingaboutit.



Shepausedwhenshesawoldphotosofhim

withtheprettydoctor.Shereadmoreintoitand

herstolenheartpoundedsohard,asifitwas

notinherchest.

Shewentontoread.Thosewerethetwinsshe

wascarrying.Sherememberedthetime

Reginahwashappywiththepregnancy.

Herthroatdryedasshereadaboutherparents

beingsenttojailforbeingaccomplicesfor

organharvesting.Diditmeanheknewshewas

theonewhohadtheheart?

Herhandsshookasshekeptonreading

everything.HowwasMasahisbabymama?

Wastheresomethinghappeningbetweenthem



perharps?ButhewasReginah'sfiance.

Buthewasyoungerthanher.Itdidn'teven

makesenseforhim tohavedatedanolder

woman.Itdidn'teven...

Shedidn'twanttothinkaboutit.Sheclosedher

laptopandlaiddowninbed.Thinking.

.

.

*

*

*
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Atschool

Masasighedassherubbedhertummy.The

crampsweregettingworseandshehadtaken

painkillerstoeasethepain.

Thesedaysthekidswalkedtohercar.She

didn'thavetheenergytomakeherwaytothem.

SmithJrsatinthefrontseatwhilethegirlssat

attheback.

SmithJr:Areyouokay?

Heaskedandshenodded.

Masa:Yes.Letmedropyouguyshome.

Avery:Okay.



SmithJr:Whenisdadcomingback?

Masa:Notsure...

Hesighedandleanedback.Averylookedsad

andArijusthuggedher.

Masa:He'llcall.

Smith:Hepromisedhewouldbuthedidn't.

Avery:Idon'tlikeTessa.

Masa:That'snotanicethingtosaybaby..

SmithJr:Hedoesn'tspendalotoftimewithus.

Masa:I'lltalktohim..

MasahandedSmithJrherphoneandshe

sighedasshereversed.Shehateditwhenthe

kids'werethisdown.Thelasttimeshecalled

whenshewantedtotalktoHaydenaboutthe

kids,Theresaansweredthephoneandtoldher



thatshewasn'teventhekidsbiologicalmother

sheshouldstopcallingHayden.

Shewasn'tabouttobeinsultedbyateenager

soshebackedoff.Thiswashurtingthetwins

whoweresousedtohavingtheirfather's

attentionatalltimes.

Thecrampsgotworsebutsheignoredthem.

Shehadtotakethekidshome.

Whenshearrivedhome,sheparkedthecarand

madeherwayinsidethehousewhereshe

foundthehelper.

Masa:Hey,Ibroughtthekids.

Her:Helloguys..



TheyallhighfivedherandMasasmiledasshe

satdownabitdisoriented.Sheblinkedseveral

times.Shewasgoingtomakeittotheoffice.It

wasnotalongdrive.Shefrownedstandingup

andthehelpergaspedasthekidslookedather

abitscared.

Helper:Masa,you'rebleeding..

Masa:Ble-

Shefeltthewetnessasthecrampsgottwo

timesworse.

Helper:Mam,letmetakeyoutothehospital.

Thekidsjuststoodtherescaredasthey

watchedMasableed,herwhitepencilskirt

soakedincrimson.

ArirubbedhereyesasAveryheldSmithJr

tightly...



Masa:Gosh!Wh-who'llstaywiththekids?

Her:I'llcalltheirgrandparents..thekeys..

AtthispointintimeMasawasgladthatshe

hadwantedapersonwhohadadriver'slicense.

Thehelperhelpehertothecarasbloodran

downherlegs.Masaclosedhereyesasthe

painhit.

Thehelperquicklyclosedthedoorandusedher

phonetocallMasa'sparentstogotothekids.

MeanwhileSmithJrheldMasa'sphoneinhis

hands.Hewasn'tsureaboutwhatwas

happeningtohismother.Heknewhelosthis



firstmotherbuthewasn'twillingtolose

anotherone.

Avery:Do-(shakyvoice)Ismommygoingtobe

okay?

Arisatonthefloorassherubbedhereyes

tryingnottocry.

Avery:Calldaddy..

SmithJrtriedtorememberthenumbersMasa

pressedtounlockitandhepressedthem.

Theycouldseethetrailofbloodandtheirsmall

heartspounded.

Averygrabbedthephonefrom Smithasshe

wentthroughthenames.Shecouldn'tseethe

namedaddysoshelookedforthatothername

shecouldn'tread.



Sheclickedonitanditrang.

Theyalllookedatthephoneasitrang,Hayden

answeredimmediately.

Hayden:Sunshine...

TherewasaboutofsilenceasAverysobbed.

Avery:mo-mommy..

Hayden:Princess?

SmithJr:Areyoucomingback?

Hayden:Ihaveworkchamp,whyisyoursister

crying?

Avery:Mommyisgoingtogotoheavenlike

mommymommy(crying)

Haydenfrownedasheundidhistie.

Hayden:Smithwhat'swrong?



Arisobbedinthecorneralonewithhersmall

headbetweenherlegs.

SmithJr:Mom wasbleeding..

Hayden:Whatdoyoumeanbleeding?

Hesaidashecheckedthetimeandstoodup.

SmithJr:Sh-shedidn'tlookokay,whenwegot

hereherskirtwasred..itwasblood.Auntytook

hertotheclinic.

Evenhisvoiceshook.

SmithJr:Byedad.

Hayden:Smi-

Thelinedisconnected.

Hayden:Fuck!



Hisphonebeepedandamessagefrom Tessa

camethrough.

Tessa:Hellobabe,arewestillonfortonight?

Hetextedback.Shewasalreadyinschoolat

themomentandwellhewashereatthe

Gaboronebranchandthatmeanthespentalot

oftimewithherwhenshewasnotinlessons.

Hayden:Ihavetogoback,somethingcameup.

Tessa: Okay.CanIhaveP4000?

Hayden:Whatareyouusingitfor?

Tessa:Itwon'tbeasurpriseifItellyou..

Hayden:I'llsend..

Hequicklywenttohisbankingappandsenther

5k.Hecalledthesecretaryandaskedherto

bookhim anemergencyflightbackto



Francistown,preferablyonethatwasaboutto

takeoffinanhourorless.

AtUniversityofBotswana

TessasatbytheFDparkasthemoneyreported.

Shecheckedifherappointmentwasstillon.

Theyhadsaidsheneeded3kfortheprocedure

anditincludedtheantibiotics.Afterallitwas

justclotsofblood.Shewasamedicalstudent

andsheknewtherisks.

ShesentheartstoHaydenbeforesheheaded

thecafeteria.Neveragain.

Shewon'tbecareless,afterthisshewasgoing

togettheimplant.Shewassonotreadyandif

hedoesn'tknowshewasgood.



.

.

*

*

Selosamometsoasyousleep.Mondayit

isnow.
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AtMasa'shouse

Masa'smotherarrivedatthehouseandshe

wasdidn'twanttobelieveitwhenshesawthe

trailofblood.Shehadhadhersuspicionsthis

pastmonthofMasabeingpregnantbutshe

didn'twanttomentionitincaseitmadeher



uncomfortablesoshekeptittoherself.

Thekidslookedgenuinelyscaredanditwasup

tohertocomfortthem.

Allthreelookedatherwhenshewalkedinand

theirlittleredeyeswereheartbreaking.Shejust

passedbythebloodtrailandcrouchedbefore

thekids.

MaMasa:Mommywillbeokay,Ipromise.

SmithJr:Sheisnotdead?

MaMasashookherhead.

MaMasa:Notatall.Sheisstrong,canwego

overtomyhouse?

Sheaskedandtheyallnodded.



MaMasa:I'llmakehotchocolateandpopcorn,

mommywillfindusthereokay?

Theyallnodded.Sheledthem outofthehouse

thentothecar.

MaMasa:Waithereforafewminutes.

Shemadeherwaybacktothehouseand

walkedtothebathroom whereshegotcleaning

glovesandabucketandamop.Itseemedasif

thekidsweresoscaredwhentheysawher

bleed.

Atthehospital

Thehelpersatdown.Shedidn'twanttothinkit

wasthat.ShebroughtMasatothehospitalas

fastasthetrafficcouldallow.



MeanwhileMasafinallyopenedhereyesand

shelookedatthedoctor.

Doctor:Hey...

Masasatupstraightfeelingapangofpainin

herlowerabdomen.Shehadtohearwhatthe

doctorhadtosay.Shedidn'tknowhowlong

shewasoutforthatmatter.

Doctor:You'vebeenoutforalmostthreehours.

Masajustnodded.

Thedoctorsighed.

Doctor:Ihatetobethebearerofbadnewsbut

mam,youjustmiscarried.Whenyougothereit

wastoolate..

Masapausedandlookedatthedoctor.



Miscarry?Sheshookherhead.Shewasn't

pregnant.Sheknewherbodyandshewasn't

pregnant.

Masa:Th-thatmust'vebeenamistake,Iwasn't

pregnant.Ican'tbepregnant.

Doctor:Youweremam.

Masalookedtheotherway.Shewaspregnant.

Thatstatementonit'sownscaredherandshe

evenlostthepregnancybeforesheknewit.

Doctor:Bu-

ThedooropenedandHaydenwalkedin.Masa

stilllookedtheotherwaybitingherlipswith

tearsinhereyes.Itwasbettershelostthis

bastard'schildright?

Hayden:Areyouokay?



Doctor:Uhm,sorryforyourlossmam..

HaydenlookedatMasabeforeitclickedinhis

head.Bleeding.Shehadjustmiscarried.

Masausedherhandstowipehertears.It

wasn'tsupposedtohurt.It'ssupposedtobe

somesortofreliefbutithurt.

Haydenwalkedclosertoher.

Hayden:Hey,Sunshine...

Masajustavoidedhisgaze.Hertearsclouding

hervision.

Hayden:Lookatme..

Hegentlyheldherchinanditwasnothardto

missthepainandangerinhereyesandhe

knewitwasalldirectedathim.



Hayden:I'm sorry.Ididn'tkn-

Masamovedherheadawayasheletgoofher

chin.Hedidn'tknowwhattodo.

Hayden:Iknowit'smyfault...angelI'm sorry..

Masajustlookedathim shakingherheadas

tearsstreameddownherface.

Hayden:Angel....

Masa:Getout!

Hayden:I'm...

Masa:Getthefuckoutofmyhospitalroom

Hayden!Getout!(screamingwithacracked

voice)

Hewalkedout.Hearinghercrackedvoicebroke

hisheart.Hehurtherwhenshehasbeenso



goodtohim.

Hesatdownonthewaitingbenchesashe

lookedatthehelper.

Her:HelloSir.

Hayden:Hi,wherearethekidsm

Her:Theirgrandmothertookthem.

Henoddedasheputhishandsoverhisface.

Thisisthesecondtimeshehasbeenin

hospitalandhehadastrongfeelingthatthe

firsttimewasalsobecauseofhim.

Heliftedhisheadandlookedattheroom.He

stoodupandwalkedtothedoor.Hecouldhear

hersoftsobsandheswallowed.I'm sorrybabe.

I'm sorry...



MasajustlookedattheIVdriponherarm as

thetearschokedher.ItwasGod'splanright?

Shewasalreadyadjustingtohim notbeing

aroundandthathadbeensomehingshe

neededsothatshecantryandhealandnow

thathehadleftapartofhim inherandshe

miscarried.Ahugesignitwasnotmeanttobe

right?Sheaskedherselfwithhottearsrolling

downherface.Shebitherlipstotryandnot

makeasoundbutitwasfutile.

Masa:Godwhyme?(crying)

AlonetearrolleddownHayden'scheekandhe

quicklywipeditaway.Hewantedtoprotecther

andhimselfbuthehurtherinstead.



Haydensuckedinadeepbreathandwenttosit

down.

Hayden:Uhm,youcango.I'lltakecareofher.

Her:Willshebeokay?

Hayden:Ihopeso..

Thehelpernoddedandstoodup.Hayden

leanedbackashisphonevibrated.Itwasan'I

loveyou'messagefrom Tessa.Heignoredit

andhesighed.

Maybeheshouldgethersomethingtoeat.Her

phonemustbewiththekids.

Hedidn'tknowwherethedoctorwent,he

wantedtocomebackafewhourslater.



Hestoodupandwalkedtothedoor.Heopened

itslightlyandjuststaredatherlyingonthe

hospitalbed.Heclosedthedoorandwalked

away.

AtMasa'sparentshouse

MaMasasatdownonthecouch.Thekidswere

tootraumatisedbywhattheysawandthey

endedupfallingasleep.

SheaskedherselfwhoMasawasdating.By

whatshehadobservedshehadbeensinglefor

thelongesttime.

Adoorknockdisturbedherthoughtsandshe

fixedhersmartlywrappeddoekasshewalked

tothedoor.



MaMasa:Keetla(I'm coming)

Sheopenedthedoorandawaveofrelief

washedoverherwhebsherealiseditwas

Hayden.

MaMasa:Hello,Ithoughtyouwereoutoftown..

Hayden:I'm backIguess..

MaMasa:Thekidsareasleep.Uhm Masaisin

hospital.Doyouknowthepersonshewas

seeing?

Haydenloosenedhistieabit.

Hayden:Shewasseeingsomeone?

MaMasa:Shewaspregnant,ababydoesn't

appearoutoftheblue..

Haydenrubbedhisneckabit.

Hayden:NotanyoneIknow..



MaMasa:Strange..

Hayden:I'llpassbylaterandthankyoufor

takingcareofthekids.

MaMasa:It'salwaysapleasuretohavethem.

Hayden:CanIhaveMasa'sphone?

MaMasa:SmithJrwasholdingit,letmegoget

it.

HaydenfollowedherandSmithJrwasfast

asleepholdingtightlytothegadget.MaMasa

slowlypulledthephoneawayasSmithJr

turned.ShehandedHaydenthephone.

Hayden:Thankyou.

MaMasa:Alright.

AtLetso'sworkplace



Letsoscrolledthroughhersocialmedia,she

neverpostedanythingthesedays.Instagram

beingworse.ShesawMasa'sprofileandshe

wasglowing.Sheknewshewastheonewho

hadruinedtheirfriendship.

Shejudgedherandgossippedabouther.Yes

shefellpregnantandhereshewasnoteven

sureshecanhavekids.

Hercarwasworkingperfectlyandtothink

Masadidn'tevenhateheratallforanything.Ifit

wasanyotherperson,theywould'velefther

therejusttospiteher.

Wellherfinalresultsdidn'tturnouttobewhat

shewantedandshehadtosaybyetolaw

school.Hellshedidn'tevenqualifytostudylaw

attheUniversityofBotswana.Thatwashow



hardofablowlifedelivered.

Shecheckedherbankbalanceandshesmiled.

MaybesheshouldthankMasaforfixinghercar

bytakingheroutforlunch.Shedidn'thavea

hugebankbalancebutwhatshehadwas

enoughtomakeendsmeet.

ShedialedMasa'snumber.Itrangforawhile

beforeitwasansweredbyadeepmalevoice.

Sherememberedit.Sheswallowedabit.

Letso:Hello..

Hayden:Masa'sphonehello.

Letso:CanItalktoMasa.

Hayden:Sheisunavailableatthemoment.

Letso:Whensheisavailabletellherto-

Hayden:Sure.



Hehungup.Shefrowned.Hesoundedsorude

orwashestressed?Whywasheanswering

Masa'sphone?

Atthehospital

Haydenlookedatthefoodonthepassenger

seatasheheldherphoneinherhands.Hetried

torememberherpassword.Heentereditand

herphoneunlocked.

Hewastemptedtogothroughhermessages

ashehelditinhishands.

Hesuckedinabreath.Itwasherprivacyand

shewasgoingtobeoffendedifshefoundout

hewentthroughherthings.



.

.

*

*

*
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AtTheHospital

Haydenstoppedbyherroom asthedoctorwas

abouttowalkinherroom.

Hayden:Docwhenisshegoingtobedischarged?

Doctor:Wecleanedherup,allweneedtodois

anotherscan.



Hayden:Anotherscan?

Doctor:Weweretoolateinsavingtheother

baby,wejustneedtoseeiftheotheroneis

good.

Hepaused.

Hayden:Shewascarryingtwins?

Doctor:Yes..

Hayden:Uhm willitbepossibletodischargeher

latertonight?

Doctor:Yes,letmegodothescan...

Haydennoddedandthedoctorwalkedaway.

Heopenedthedoorandwalkedinwiththefood

stuff.

Hayden:HeySunshine.

Sheignoredhim andhejustplacedtheplastics



onthetable.

Hayden:Ibroughtfood...

Heguessedhedeservedthat.Hesatdownona

chairasshefacedtheotherway.Therewasno

waytogetthroughtoherandhedidn'tknow

how.Healsowouldn'tforgivehimselfafter

beingajerktoher.Wellhewasmorethanthat

andhedidn'twanttostressherintolosingthe

otherbabyaswell.Thedoctorwalkedinand

Masaturnedtolookatthedoctor.

Doctor:Feelingmuchbetter?

Shenoddedandsatupright.

Doctor:From nowon,avoidstressfulsituations

atalltimesandeatwell.

Masajustnodded.Notquitesureshewas

following.



Thedoctorwenttolightthesonogram machine

andMasafrowned.

Masa:Doctorwhat'shappening?

Doctor:Stillcheckingiftheotherbabyisfine.

Shesatupright.Thiswastoomuchtostomach

inasingleday.Shewashonestlyconfused.

Doctor:Youwerecarryingtwins,youlostthe

otherone..

Masarubbedhertearyeyes.Wow!

Thedoctorslowlydidwhatshewastrainedto

do.Masasilentlyliftedupthehospitalgownas

thedoctorappliedthecoldgelonhertummy.

Thedoctormovedthewandoverhertummy

andtheyallheardtheheartbeat.Hayden



secretlysmiledashesawtheaweinhereyes

andthatsmallsmileonherlips.

Doctor:Healthy.

Masa:Uhm howfaralong?

Doctor:3months..

Masa:Okay.

Shewashandedtissuepapertowipeoffthegel.

Doctor:Isuggestanotherscanbytheendofthis

week.Letmegogetyoursupplementsand

minerals.Don'tstressokay?

Masanodded.

ThedoctorlookedatHayden.

Doctor:Don'tletherstressandoverworkherself,

asmuchastheotherbabyisalive,it'sstill

delicate.

Haydennoddedasthedoctorwalkedout.



Haydenstoodupandjustkissedthetopofher

head.

Hayden:IknowyouhatemeangelandI

understandbutthankyou.Thankyousomuch...

Masa'slowerliptrembledasshemovedaway

from him.Shewantedtohatehim withevery

fibreofherbeingbutshedidn't.Shehatedall

thehurtthatheputherthroughandsheblamed

herselfforlettinghim hurtherlikethat.

Haydensawthetearsinhereyesandheused

histhumbtowipethem away.Heruinedit.His

perfectfamily.Shehatedhim andnowshewas

pregnantwithhischild.Hewasevenscared

thatshewasgoingtowanttoabortthechild

butshenevermentionedthatatall.

Hayden:I'llfixthisokay?



Ithurtseeingherhurtbecausesherarely

showedherhurtoranyotheremotionsshe

didn'twantanyonetosee.Seeingherrawlike

that,bleedingfrom thecuthemadeonherwas

abitterpilltoswallow.

Masa:GetoutHayden.

Shesaidsoftlyandhedidn'targuewiththat.He

walkedout.

Hedecidedtogototheonlyplacethatgave

him peace.

AtGaborone

Tessalaidonthebedasthedoctorrestrained



herlegs.Shewasnotwillingtobeamotherat

thisyoungage.Shehaddreams,goalsand

ambitionstopursue.Ababywoulddelayher

progressastimewenton.

Dr:Ididexplaintheprocessmam..

Shenodded.Itwasjustclotsofbloodandnota

fullydevelopedhuman.Asurgicalabortionwas

betterthanabackstreetoneeventhoughboth

wereillegalinthecountry.Agirlhadtodowhat

agirlhadtodo.

Anhourlater,shesatdownonthechairwaiting

forherantibiotics.Itlefthersoweak,shewas

goingtotakeacabtoschoolandsleep.Awave

ofguiltwashedoverherandsheknewitwas

herheartmakingtheguiltworse.Haydendidn't

knowandevenifhedid,shewasn'tgoingto

keepthechild.



Thedoctorhandedherthepillsandtablets.

Sheslowlystoodupholdingherbagandwalked

outofthesmallfacility.Sheopenedher

umbrellaandwalkedashortdistancetothe

stop.Shefeltsolightheaded.

Shesawataxiandshestoppedit.Shegot

insideandleanedback.

Tessa:UBplease.

Taximan:Special?

Tessa:Yeah.

ThemandrovethetaxiandTessarubbedher

temples.Theysaidtherewasgoingtobeslight

bleedingandsheneededtorest.



ShecheckedhermessagesandHaydenhadn't

evenreplied.Shesighed.Hewasabusymanor

maybehewasgoingtocheckonherlater.

AtReginah'sHouse

.

.

*

*

I'm 45minuteslate.BlameKingsof

Jo'Burg Gomonateshem.
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AtReginah'shouse

Haydensatonthebedandlookedup.

Hayden:ImessedupSugar.Imessedupsobad

andIdon'tknowhowtofixit..

Heplacedhisheadbetweenhishands.One

thingheknewforsurewasthathedidn'tlove

Tessa.Heusuallyindulgedhermostofthe

times.Theonehewantedtoforcehisheartto

notlovewaslyingonthehospitalbedandshe

hatedhim.

Hayden:SheispregnantandIknowhowfucked

upthesituationlooks.(sigh)Idon'twantpeople

judgingherbutIcan'tseem towanttolether

go..

Helickedhislips.



Hayden:Idon'twanttolethergo,Idon'tthinkI'll

beabletobreathifshefindsaman..

Hechuckled.Thatwasthefunnythingaboutit,

hebrokeherheartyethewantedhertobehis.

Hayden:Ihaven'tcheckedonthekidsyet.I'm

suretheyarescared.You'reprobablylettingme

makemyowndecisionssoIcanlearnfrom

them.Idon'twanttoloseMasabutthefactthat

shemightdietooiswhathauntsme.Idon't

wanttogounderagain,thegriefwastoomuch

andsomedaysIalmostwentcrazy.Ididn't

believethatyouwerereallygone.

Hejustsuckedinadeepbreath.Heknewwhat

todoatthispoint.Hedidn'tthinkReginahwas

evenhappyabouttheheartshewastoyingwith.



Afteranhourhegotoutofthehouse.Hemade

hiswaytohiscar.Sinceshewasbeingreleased

tonight,hehadtopackherclothesforherather

house.

Atthehospital

Masafatherwalkedintoherroom andMasa

pulledherhairback.Soonitwasgoingtoshow

andquestionsandrumoursplusjudgement

wouldflowaround.Justlikesixyearsago.

RaMasa:Areyouokay?

Shenoddedwithredeyes.

RaMasa:Youdon'tseem fine.Iheardwhat

happened.

Masanervouslylookedatherdad.

RaMasa:Ididn'tknowyouwereseeing

someone.



Masawantedtosayshewasn'tseeinganyone

butthenshewaspregnantandababydidn't

miraculouslygrowinyourwomb.

Masakeptquiet.

RaMasa:Youknowyoucantalktousabout

anything,youareanadultnowMasa..

Sheleanedbackandlookedatherdadbefore

nodding.

RaMasa:I'm sorryokay?

Masanoddedtryingnottocry.

RaMasa:Thekidsareokayathome,still

traumatised.

Herpoorkids.

Herfatherkissedthetopofherheadbefore

openingtheplastic.



RaMasa:Whobroughtfood?Youhaven't

touchedasinglething,youneedtoeat.

Masasighed.It'snotasifshewashungry.

Masa:I'm nothungry.

RaMasa:Youneedtoeat..

Hetookoutthelargetubofyoghurtanda

spoon.Hehandedittoher.

RaMasa:Eat,I'm notleavinguntilyoueat..

Hesatdownandwaitedforher.Shereadthe

label.Hebroughtherfavouriteflavour.She

sighedandopenedthetubbeforedippingher

spooninandeating.

Minuteslaterherfatherkissedherforehead

beforewalkingout.



Haydenwalkedinmorethantenminuteslater

holdingasmallbag.

Hayden:Hey...

Masadidn'tknowhowtoignorehim whenhe

wasalloverher.Thedoctorwalkedin.

Doctor:Mam you'refreetogo,I'llbringthe

medicationinafewminutes.

MasajustlookedatHaydenwithoutsayinga

word.Haydenwantedhertosaysomething.

Anything.Hersilencewasdeafening.

Hayden:Ibroughtachangeofclothes,I'lldrive

youhome..

Shestillsaidnothing.



Hayden:Letmegiveyouspacetochange..

Heplacedthebagdownandwalkedout.It

wouldbeniceifshereacted,screamedoreven

hithim butherbeingthissilentwasjusta

recipefordisaster.

Masajustgotoutofbedandopenedthebag.

Sheheldbacktearsasshegottheclothesout

andmadeherwaytothebathroom.She

removedthehospitalgownandworethe

tracksuithecamewith.Sheheldontothewash

basinasshelookedatherselfinthemirror.

Masa:Osematla...

Shesaidtoherreflectionastearsrolleddown

hereyes.Shesobbedaloneinthebathroom.

Shewishedshehadn'tsubjectedherselftothis.



Shehatedherselfsodamnmuch.

Haydenwalkedinsidetheroom fewminutes

laterandheheardhersobbinginthebathroom.

Heblinkedacoupleoftimesbeforeheopened

thedoor.

Hefoundheronthefloor,asobbingmess.It

wasallonhim.Heburneditalldown.Hayden

bentdownandhelpedherup,huggingheras

shecried.

Hayden:I'm sorrythatthatIhurtyou..

Shebrokethehugandhithischestwithher

smallfists.

Masa:Ihateyou!Ihateyoubastard!!Youused

m-me(crying)youusedmeandtossedmeaside

likeacheaptot...IhateyouHaydenSmith!!

Shecriedmoreandhejustheldherinhisarms.



Hayden:IknowandI'llmakeituptoyou.I'm

sorrysweetheart.Fuuck!Imessedupbaby,I

knowIfuckedup...letmecorrectmyself.

Masa:Ihateyousodamnmuch(crying)

Hayden:Iknowangel.

Herubbedherbackasshebawledhereyesout

tothepointofherheartracing.Shegaspedfor

breathandherubbedherback.

Hayden:angellet'strytobreathinandout..

Hesaidandshedidashesaid,slowlygetting

herheartbeattonormal.

Hayden:IknowI'm selfishandIhurtyouandthe

kids.I'llfixmymistakes..just.Don'tgiveupon

me.Please!



Hekissedthetopofherheadasheclearedhis

throat.

Haydenheldhertightlyashepushedherhair

back.

Hayden:I'm sorryangel..

Masabrokethehugandjustwalkedoutofthe

bathroom leavinghim there.Shewipedher

tearsasshesatonthebed.

Haydenslowlywalkedoutwithhishandsinhis

pockets.

Thedoctorwalkedinandcouldfeelthetension.

ShehandedMasathemedicine.

Doctor:Comeforanotherscansomewhere



alongthisweekokay?

Masanodded.ShewalkedoutandHaydengot

thebagandtookthemedicationfrom her

hands.

Hayden:I'm notyourfavouritepersonrightnow

angelandIunderstandthat,letmehelpyouso

wecango..

Masastoodupandfollowedhim withherarms

folded.

Shecheckedoutofthehospitalbeforesilently

followinghim tothecar.Heunlockedthecar

andopenedthedoorforher.

Ashewalkedtohisside,hisphonerang.He

slippeditoutandsawthecallerid.Hesighed



andswitchedhisphoneoff.

Hegotinsidethecarandclosedthedoor.He

startedthecarandthewholedrivewassilent.

Toosilentforhim butheletitbe,shehad

closedhereyesandleanedbackagainstthecar

seat.

HefinallyparkedthecarandMasaopenedher

eyes.Thisdidn'tlooklikeherhouse.

Masa:Takemehome..

Hayden:Calm down.

Masa:Idon'twanttocalm down,Idon'tfucking

wanttobearoundyou..

Haydencalmlylookedatherashesteppedout

ofthecar.



Hewalkedtohersideandpickedherup.Masa

hithisback.

Masa:Letmego...fuckingletmego..

Hayden:Babecalm down.

Masa:I'm notyourbabedammit!(crying)

Hayden:Hey..I'm sorry..

Heunlockedthedoorandsteppedinside

holdingherandhethrewthekeysonthecouch.

Heheadedstraighttothebedroom wherehe

laidherdownonthebed.

Hayden:Relaxokay?Iwon'thurtyou..

Masajustchuckledwithtearsinhereyes.

Masa:Thelasttimeyousaidthatyousaidthat

youhurtme....youhurtmeHayden!

Hayden:I'llapologiseeachandeverydayforthat



Sunshine.

Masajustremovedhishandsandpulledherself

tothecornerofthebed.Howdarehe?How

darehe?

Haydenjustcrouchedbeforeher.

Hayden:Babe...

Masa:Haydenfuckyou!Fuckyou!

Heheldherhands.

Hayden:Ididn'tmeanallthatIsaid.Ijust

wantedtoprotectyouandme..

Masapushedhishandsaway.

Masa:I'm donewithyouHayden.IswearI'm

done.Youcan'tbreakmeagain..

Hayden:Iwon't,Masalisten,I'm donewithherI



swear...Iwon'tfuckupwhatIhaveagain..

Masa:You'renothingbutaliarandacheat

Hayden.

Hayden:I'llapologiseeachandeverydayifyou

wantmeto,SunshineallI'm askingforisone

lastchance..Please.

Shelookedathim andhelookedsosincereand

sherememberedhowsincerehelookedthe

nightbeforehesaidtheywereamistakeandhe

broughtanothergirl.

Haydensawtheswirlofemotionsinhereyes

andheknewitwasgoingtotakealotof

beggingandactionstoconvinceherotherwise.

Masa:Takemehome..

Hesighedandstoodup.Hekissedher

forehead.



Hayden:Ican'tdothagangel,letmeprepareyou

abathokay?

Hemadehiswaytothebathroom andatthat

momentMasawantedtothrowsomethingat

him.Hedisappearedintothebathroom andshe

lookedaroundthebedroom.Shequietlystood

upandwenttotheloungetryingtolookforhis

carkeys.

Shefoundthem andwalkedoutthedoortothe

car.Shegotinsideandshespottedherphone

attheback.Shegotitandsheenteredher

password.Shewentthroughhercalllogand

sighed.

Haydenwalkedoutandshewasn'tthere.Heran

outofthebedroom andheheardtheengine.



Hayden:Fuck!

Hequicklyranoutside.

Hayden:Masayou'renotintherightstateto

driveyourself!(shouting)

Shejustreversedthecaranddroveoffata

speedthatwasquitealrming.

Hequicklytookhisphone.

Hayden:Hello....Iwantyoutoflagthiscarifyou

seeit.....mhmm..callmewhenyoustop

it...thankyou.

Hehungupandsighed.

AtUniversityofBotswana



Tessatriedhisphoneoncemoreanditrangbut

thecallwascutshort.Shesighedandrubbed

hertummy.

Ifhedoesn'tknowthenitdidn'thappen.That

waswhatshetoldherselfoverandoveragain.

Shetriedcallinghim againandhedidn'tanswer.

Washethatbusy?

Maybe.Shewillhavetobepatient.

.

.
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Ontheroad

Masaparkedthecarbyatreeandshejust

calledTily.

Tily:Hello..

Masa:Hey..

Tily:Youdon'tsoundfine.

Masa:I'm notalothasjusthappeneda-andI-I...

Tily:Breathinandoutbaby..

MasadidasTilysaidandshepausedfora

whilerubbinghertemples,feelingaslight

headachestarting.

Tily:Nowtellmewhathappened.



Masafinallytoldherwhatshehadkeptfrom

everyoneformonths.Matildalistenedwith

judgementandwhenMasastoppedtalkingshe

cried.

Masa:Imaginewhatpeoplearegoingtocallme

whentheyfindoutthatI'm pregnantwith

Arielle'scousin'sbaby..hearhowridiculousthat

sounds.

Tily:Thepeoplehaven'tsaidathing,you'rethe

onejudgingyourselfsoharshlythatyoubreak

yourselfdown.Letmesendyouanaudiookay?

MasanoddedasTilyhungup.

Matildasenttheaudiorecordingofthatnight.

Masaopeneditandlistenedtoitall.Shesaid

allthat?MinuteslaterMatildacalled.

Tily:Youlovehim andyou'rehurt...

Masa:Ifeellikeawhoreagainandit'snota



goodfeeling.IhatefeelinglikeIshouldhate

myself...

Tily:Youjustlostababymylove,gohomeand

rest.Sleepitout,cryitout,mournyourunborn

childandbethankfulfortheonethatsurvived.

Yoursanityshouldcomefirst.Thinkabout

yourselfthenextcomingmonths,I'lldriveover

onFridaytospendtimewithyou.Spendtime

withAriandthetwins.Makethiswhole

pregnancyjourneyaboutyouandcometo

termswithyou.Masayouarenotaslutnora

whoreyouhearme?

Masanodded.

Tily:Nowreturnthatcar,mostprobablythe

ownerislookingforitandnicelyaskhim togive

youspace.Howisthat?Yourhormonesareall

overtheplaceandtheywillbetillyougivebirth

socalmlydrivethecarback.



Masastartedthecarandtookau-turnjoining

theotherlane.

Tily:Areyouthere?

Masa:I'm stilllistening.

Tily:Whenyoufeelready,whichwillprobablybe

inafewmonthssitdownandtalktohim.

Calmly.Buthealloveandobservefrom a

distance.Loveisn'tsupposedtohurt,theups

anddownsoflovedon'tincludebreakingeach

otherdownandtalktoyourparentstoo,they

areunderstandingpeopleandI'm surethey

won'tjudgeyou.Probablyhisfamilywilljudge

youandpaintyouwithabadbrushbutthatis

life,justdoyouokay?

Masa:Okay.

Tily:Atthispoint,wedon'twanttostressyou

intolosingthesecondbaby,makethis

pregnancyintimate.Justafamilything.Take



timeoffworkifyouneedtooandrelax..

Masanoddedassheturnedtotheleft.

Tily:Nowine..

Masalaughedtearfully.

Masa:Iknow.Iknow..justsixmonthsleft.

Tily:Ijakg..okaywillcalllatermylove.

Masa:Iloveyouandbye.

Masahungupandtriedtoremembertheplace.

Shereversedthecar.Shehadpassedtheturn.

Sheturnedonthestreetanddroveinsidethe

yard,parkinghiscar.

Shegotoutofthecarholdingherphoneand

thecarkeys.



Haydensteppedoutwhenheheardtheengine.

Hayden:Atleastyou'reokay..

Masa:Canyoutakemehome?I'm notfighting

Hayden,Ijustwanttogohome..

Helookedintohereyesandheheldhercheek.

Hayden:Okay.

Masa:Thankyou.

Shehandedhim thecarkeysandlookedathim,

expectingtoseehim gotothecar.Hayden

walkedtothecarandMasafollowed.

Hestartedthecarengineandreversed.

Hayden:Sunshine?

Shelookedathim.



Hayden:You'renotgoingtobealonethroughout

thispregnancyokay?

Masa:Okay.Thanks.

Sheclosedhereyesandhedrovesilently.Yet

anothersilentdrive.Hearrivedatherparents'

houseandhesighed.

Hayden:Masa,I'm sorryokay?

Masajustnoddedandtheybothgotoutofthe

car.TheywalkedtothehouseandHayden

knocked.

SmithJrwenttoopenthedoorandhewas

surprisedtoseehisdadbuthesawMasafirst.

Hehuggedherlegs.

SmithJr:Areyouokay?

Masanodded.



Masa:CanIsleepfirstboyboy?

Heletgoofherlegandshenoddedgratefullyat

thelittleboybeforeshewalkedinsidewhere

thegirlswere.

HaydencrouchedtoSmith'sheight.

Hayden:Hichamp..

SmithJr:Hi..

Haydensighed.Hedidn'twanthiskidsangryat

him becauseofthemistakeshemade.

Hayden:CanItalktoyouandAvery?

Hejustnoddedandhewalkedinside.Hayden

greetedMaMasaandRaMasa.Hehuggedthe

girlsbeforeArielleranofftohermother'sroom.

Averyheldtightlyontoherdad'shands,she



didn'twanthim togoagainandnottalktothem.

Haydengotinsidetheroom thethreeahared

whentheywereallhere.Heclosedthedoor

whilethetwinssatonthebed.

Hecrouchedbeforethem andhecouldseethe

sadnessintheireyes.

Hayden:Iwouldliketoapologisetoyouguys,I

didn'tspendenoughtimewithyouandyouare

probablyangry.

SmithJr:Youstoppedlovingus.

Hayden:Ididn'tchamp,Ican'tstoplovingyou

guys.IjusthadanerrorinjudgementbutI'm

sorry.

Avery:Idon'tlikeTessa.

SmithJr:Mom saidit'snotnicetosaythat..

Haydensighed.TheyblamedTessaforhislack

ofattentiononthem.Helostfocusofthe



biggerpicture.Thesetwowerehisgiftsfrom

Regieandnoonehadnorighttocomebetween

theirrelationship.

Hayden:Cerise?

Avery:Hmm..

Hayden:It'snotanicethingtosaybutIlikethat

youarehonestabouthowyoufeelprincess.I'll

dobetter.

SmithJr:Youwon'tforgetus?

Hayden:Neverever.

Avery:Pinkypromise?

Haydengaveherhispinky.

Hayden:Pinkypromise..

Thethreeofthem hugged.

Hayden:Iloveyouguysanddon'tforgetthat.

SmithJr:Weloveyoutoo..



Haydensmiled.Atleasthisrelationshipwith

thekidswasontherighttrack,hewasn'tso

sureaboutMasa.

SmithJr:SoTessa...

Haydensatbetweenthem andlookedatthem.

Hayden:CanImakeafewthingsclear?

Theynodded.

Hayden:Meandyourmotherarenotseeing

eachother.

Averyfrowned.

Hayden:NotinthewayIwasseeingaunty

Tessa.Wejustshareyouguys.

SmithJr:Oh.

Hayden:Youunderstand?IfIdofindanother



ladyfriendandIdecidetomarryher,shewillbe

yourmotheraswell.

Avery:Andmommycanmarryanotherguy?

Haydenswallowedalump.Theprospectof

Masamarryingsomeoneelsedidn'tsitwellwith

him buthenodded.

SmithJr:Iunderstand.

Hayden:Gladyoudoguys.

MeanwhileAricuddlednexttohermotheras

sheclosedhereyes.Masasmiledinhersleep

asshefeltArielle'ssmallbodynexttohers.Her

angelmust'vebeensoscared.

Ari:Iloveyoumommy...

Shesaidasshekissedhermother'scheekand



heldontoherfordearlife.

Haydenlefttheroom afterhebathedthetwins

andtuckedthem intobed.

Hayden:I'llpickyouguystomorrow.

Theynoddedastheyclosedtheireyes.He

walkedoutandquietlyclosedthedoor.He

madehiswaytoMasa'sroom andhesawher

cuddledupwithArielle.Hecoveredthem with

theblanketandhekissedMasa'sforehead,

unawareoftheslightlyajardoor.MaMasa

pausedasHaydenliftedhisheadandpushed

Masa'shairback.

Hayden:Iloveyouokay?I'llpassbytomorrow.

Heknewsheprobablycouldn'thearhim.Ma

Masawalkedawaywiththenewrevelation.She



hadalotofquestionsbutifMasadidn'ttell

them,thatmeantshewas,shereadyto.

HaydensqueezedlittleAri'scheekwithasmile

andwalkedoutofherroom.Hesaidgoodbyeto

herparents.Nowhehadanotherthingtofix.

AtHayden'shouse

Hegotinsidehishouseandheadedstraightto

thebedroom wherehelookedforeverything

thatbelongedtoTessaandplaceditonthebed.

Hewalkedoutoftheroom andwentupstairs

wherehepickedaboxandherandownthe

stairsoncemoretohisroom.Hecarefully

packeditupandsealedit.He'llhaveacourier

servicecourierittoGaborone.



Hesatonthebedandsighed.HedialedTessa

numberandplacedthephonebetweenhisear

andshoulderasitrungbeforesheanswered.

Tessa:Hello(sleepy)

Hayden:Heycanwetalk?

.

.
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AtMasa'shouse



Masasatquietlyonthecarpetassheate

icecream.Itwasearlyinthemorningandsince

therewasnowineforherforalmostawhole

year,shewilldrownitoutinicecream.

Shebroughtthecoldspoontoherlipsasshe

switchedbetweentvchannels.Tearsblinded

hereyes.Shewasgoingtogetfatagain.

Sherubbedherflatstomach.

Masa:Whoeveryouaredon'tcomeoutlooking

likeyourfather,Ibeg..

Shecontinuedeatinghericecream.Herphone

rangandshestaredatthecalleridbefore

pickingup.

Masa:Hello.

Hayden:Morning,I'm intownandI'm wondering

whatIshouldgetyou..



Masaliftedthetuboficecream.Itwashalf

empty.

Masa:Icecream.Lotsofeat.

Haydenfrowned.

Hayden:Okay,I'llseewhattodo.

Masa:Thanks.

Shehungupandherphonerangagain.

Masa:Hello.

Tily:Openthegateyoumoron.

Masa:Okay.

Shehungupandpressedthegateremote,

openingthegateforMatilda'scartogoin.



Matildaparkedhercarandgotoutofit.She

openedthedoorandfoundMasaonthefloor

withatuboficecream.

Tily:Didyoueat?

Masa:I'm eating..

Tily:That'snothealthyforyouorthebaby,

icecream isnotbreakfast.

Masa:Thebabywantedicecream,kerengnna?

Matildarolledhereyesasshepickedthehalf

emptytuboficecream.

Masa:Whatareyoudoing?

Tily:You'regoingtoeataproperbreakfast

missy.Wherearethekids?

Masa:Withtheirfathers,I'm tired.

Tily:Okay.

Masa:BathongTilybringbackmyicecream.

Tily:Youcan'thaveicecream forbreakfast.



Masa:It'sfine,takeit..

Tily:Good.Youneedahealthynutritious

breakfast.

Masa:YesDr,Ihearyou.

Attheoffice

Haydenstaredatallthepaperworkhehadto

getthrough,he'llbringMasa'sicecream laterin

theevening.Heevensignedoffherleavedays

becausehesuredidn'twantherbreakingdown

intheoffice.Shewasgettingbetterbuthe

knewitwillforeverbeetchedonherthatshe

losttheirchild.Heranhishandsthroughhis

fadewhenthedooropened.

Hayden:Goodmorning.

Reba:Hello.



Hesatdownandlookedaroundtheoffice.The

boyhadmadeasuccessoutofhimselfandhe

wasayounglad.

Reba:Ithoughtaroundthistime,wewouldhear

weddingbells.

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Ifuckedupandshewantsspaceand

it'scomplicated.

Reba:Space..Ihopewhateveryoudid,itdidnot

involveanothergirl?

Hayden:Itdidandnow,it'sallabigmess.

Reba:Giveherthespace.

Hayden:I'm tryingto.

Reba:Anyway,backtobusiness...



Thetwomensattherediscussingtheir

investments.

Laterthatafternoon

Tessagotoffthebusandcheckedherphone.

Shewonderedwhatherparentswantedtotell

her.

Shegotintoataxianddirectedittoherparents'

house.

AtTessa'sparentshouse

ThetaxistoppedoutsideandTessapaidthe

driverbeforesteppingout.Shepushedthegate

andwalkedinside.ShewassureTiawasstillin



schoolsoshemightprobablyfindherparents.

Shegotinsideandtheywerealreadysitting

down.Itwasweird.Sheknewtheyexpectedher

butitlookedwaytoocreepy.

Tessa:Hi.

MaTessa:HelloTessa,sitdown.

Tessa:I-

MaTessa:Sitdown(throughgrittedteeth)

Tessaslowlysatdownoppositethem and

lookedatthem.

Hermothersighedandclaspedherhands

together.

RaTessa:Wehavesomethingtotellyou.

Tessa:Okay..



Shewaitedandhermothertookthefirststep

andstartedtellingherabouthowshegother

heart.

Tessa:Iknow.

RaTessa:Weknewthatyouknow,hencethe

attitude.WhathappenedtothesweetTheresa?

Tessalookedtheotherway.

Tessa:Shedoesn'texist.

MaTessa:Shedoes,weknowwhatwedidwas

wrongandwepaidforthat,butwewantedto

saveyou.Youcould'vediedifwedidn'tgetyou

anewheart?

Tessasighed.

RaTessa:Wewerejustlookingoutforyourbest

interests...wearenotevil.Weadmitwestole

theheartbutshewasgonealreadywhenthe

heartwastaken..



Tessaheldbacktears.

Tessa:Doyouknowhowherfiancemust've

beenfeeling?Knowingsomeoneouttherehasa

pieceofwhathelovedandstillloves?Idon't

wanttolistentoherheartbecauseIam nother.

Iwillneverbeher,IlovedherbutIdon'twantto

embodyher.EverydayIfightmyheartandmy

mindbecausemyheartisnotmine...doyou

knowhowhardthatis?It'shard...

MaTessa:Wecansuggesttherapy.

Tessa:It'sfine,Ilearnttolivewithit..

RaTessa:Butanewheartheartjustchanged

yourwholepersonality..

Tessa:BecauseI'm nottwelveanymore,I'm my

ownperson.I'llcutoffontheattitudebutthe

sweetTessawhowas12whobelievedinhappy

endingsdoesn'texistanymore.



Shewipedhertears.

Tessa:I'm meandIdome,itseemsselfishbut

knowinghowshortlifeisIliveformeandmy

happiness.Idon'thavetoexactlyconfine

myselftosocietalstandards.Mehavinga

tattooorpiercingsdoesnotmakemeevil.I'm

notsomedemonchild,maybeit'saphasebutI

wanttoputmyneedsfirst.DomefirstbeforeI

putanyonefirst.

RaTessanoddedandheldhiswife'shand.

Tessa:Butsorryforthejudgementand

disrespect.I'm responsible.Igetgoodgrades

andIhaven'tturneduppregnant.I'm sorryokay..

Sheusedbothhandstowipeherfaceasshe

stooduptohugherparents.

Tessa:Istillloveyouguysbutinadifferentway



okay?

Shebrokethehugandfannedherface.

Tessa:Toomuchcrying,canIgoliedown?

MaTessa:Surehoneyandpleasedoseek

therapy..

Tessa:Willtrythefacalitiesatschool.

Shewalkedtoherroomnandlaidonthebed.

Sherubbedherheartthatseemedcalm.Maybe

anapologywaswhatwasneeded?Shouldshe

apologisetoHaydenforherparents'stealing

Reginah'sheart?Maybe.

AtMasa'shouse

Haydenhootedhiscarinfrontofthehouse,she



mightnotappreciatehim goinginandoutashe

pleased.Thegateopenedandhedrovein.His

heartskippedabeatwhenhesawanothercar

intheyard.Hegotoutofhiscarandwalkedto

thedoorholdingtheplastics.Heknockedon

thedoorandheheardMasa'svoice.

Masa:Getthedoor!

Heclearedhisthroatwhenheheardthedoor

lockturnandthedooropened.ItwasMatilda.

Hefeltsorelieved.

Hayden:Hello..

Matildawantedtospeakonhim hurtingMasa

butMasahadtoldhertostayoutofitandshe

wasgoingtorespectthat.

Tily:Hi..shouldIcallMasa?

Hayden:Ijustbroughtwhatsherequested.

HesaidhandingMatildatheplasticsandshe



tookthem.

Tily:Thankyou.Onherbehalf.Bye.

Hayden:By-

Sheclosedthedooronhisfaceandhejust

walkedtohiscar.

Shejustneededspaceright?Justspace.

.
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Atthehospital

HaydenhelpedMasagetoffthebed.Shewas

comingalongjustfinewiththepregnancyand

hewashappywhenshewasajustafurballof

happiness.

Masa:Thankyou.

Doctor:Sureyoudon'twanttoknowthegender?

Masashookherhead.

Masa:No,no...kebatlatahdahyouhaveagirlor

aboywhenIgivebirth.

Haydenchuckled.Shejusthadtosaytahdah.

Masa:Soeverythingisgood?

Doctor:Sofarsogood.

Hayden:That'sgoodtoheardoc.

Thedoctorhandedthem thescansasshe



lookedatthem oncemore.Masawastalkative

anditseemedashermanhadmadepeacewith

that,hewasn'tamanofmanywords.Allinall

theylookedgoodtogether.

Haydengrabbedherbagashewrappedhisarm

aroundherbulgingwaist.

Hayden:Readytogo?

Masa:Yes..

Hayden:Thankyoudoc..areyewena.

Theywalkedoutandshesmiled.

MasalookedatHaydenthroughhooded

eyelashes.

Hayden:Don'teventhinkaboutit.

Masa:Ihateyou.

Hayden:Iloveyoutooangel,nowkeepwalking.



Haydenhadtoadmitthathehadbeengroveling

twomonthsago.Theyhadfinallysatdownto

talkandheheardherpointofview.Shehad

literallytoldhim upfronthowhurtshewasand

hefoundoutthatheactuallyplayedahandin

makingherviewofherselfworse.

ThatwasthefirsttimeMasahadbeenhonest

withhim,shehadwentontotellhim abouther

fearsandhowitwasgoingtolooklikewhenit

wasrevealedthattheyareseeingeachother,

worsehewasherunbornchild'sfather.Hehad

toreassureherthatshewasnotallthatshe

calledherselfanditwasgoingtobeokay.

Theygottothecarandheopenedthedoorfor

herbeforehehandedherherbag.

Masagrinnedathim andhebentdowntopeck

herlipsbutitturnedtosomethingmore.He



heldthebackofherneckastheykissedslowly.

Haydenbrokethekissandrubbedherlowerlip.

Masa:Iwanticecream.

Hayden:AsifI'llbuyyouicecream...

Masafoldedherarmsassheclosedthedoor

andjoggedtohisside.

Hegotinsideandlookedather.

Hayden:Sunshine?

Masa:Don'ttalktome(sighing)

Haydenstartedthecarandheconnectedhis

phonetothecarsystem.

Hayden:Howmanymoremonthsleft?

Masa:Two...Christmasisaweekaway.

Hayden:Andyouhadn'tsetfootintheoffice

eversinceyoustartedshowing.

Masa:I'm enjoyingapeacefulandintimate



pregnancywithmylovedones.

Herubbedherhandbeforehekissedit.

Hayden:Iunderstand.Butnextyearthedesert

raceakere?

Masa:Iwouldn'tmissitforthe

world(frowning)that'sifmyclothesstillfit.

Haydenjustsmiled.AweekawayforChristmas

andhewasthinkingoftakinghertoagetway,

justafewdaysforhertorelax.Ababymoonif

youwouldcallitthat.

MasafoundHaydenlookingatherandshe

smiledback.Hewasn'tgoingtomessupagain

thistime.

Masa:Babe?

Hayden:Youwantsomethingfrom mewhatisit?



Masa:Wearecravingicecream.

Hayden:Bathong,okayyou'llicecream whenwe

gethome.Howisthat?

Shesmiled.

Masa:Perfect..

Thewholedrivebackhomewasnice,hissongs

playinginthebackgroundandMasalooking

relaxed.

AtHayden'shouse

Hesteppedoutofthecar,walkedtoherside

andopenedthedoorforher.

Shesteppedout.Nowshedidn'thavethe

energytodealwiththesugarrushedenergy



levelsthattoddlershad.

Hayden:I'lltakecareofthekids.

Shekissedhislips.

Masa:Thankyou...

Theywalkedinsidethehouseandallthethree

kidsrushedtothem.Averyasalwayswantedto

touchhertummy.Shewasexcitedtheywere

gettingababy,itmeantthatmommy'slying

downandaskingworked.

Hayden:nowletmommyrest,she'stired.

Allofthem:okay.

TheywalkeduptotheirroomsandHaydenled

hertothekitchen.

Masasatdownonthehighchairashetookout



abowlandicecream.Shesmiled.

Masa:Ilikeyou.

Hayden:Justthisonce..

Hefilledthebowlandplacedateaspooninside

beforehandingittoher.

Shestartedtoeathericecream rightaway

withoutwastinganytime.

Haydenjuststartedtakingphotosofherand

sheputherspoondownbeforesmilingforthe

camera.

Hayden'sheartstoppedwhenhesawtheway

shewaslookingathim ashetookthepicture.

Howdoesonepersonlookattheotherlikethey

aretheirwholeworldandstillmanagetoact

normal.Masa'slipspartedtorevealasmileand

hesuckedinabreathbeforetakingmore

photos.Shejustusedthespoontohideher



othereyesasshesmiledwidely.

Masa:Done?

Hayden:Notyetlove?

Shewentbacktoeatinghericecream andthe

camerawasintenselyfocusedonher.

Masa:Kevideo?

Hechuckledandnodded.

Masa:Okayubm...

Shetriedtothinkofsomethingtosaywhile

eatingbutnothingcametomindandshe

laughed.

Masa:Uh..

Hayden:You'recute.

Sheblushedasshetuckedherhairbehindher

ear.Hestoppedtherecordingandtippedher

headoverlookingintohereyes.

Hayden:Mine?(deepvoice)



Shenodded.Hewasverypossessiveofher.

Veryanditcametoplayattheoddesttimes.

Hayden:Good.Iloveyousweetheart..

Masa:Iloveyou..

Hejustbroughthisthumbintohermouthas

shesuckeditgentlybeforeheremoveditand

rubbedherlowerlipwiththewetthumb.He

can'texactlyfuckapregnantwomansenseless

butsoon.Patiencewasavirtue.Theireyes

lockedforthelongesttimeandhefound

himselfdrawnmoreandmoreintoher.His

bodyreactedthebestwayitknewhowandhis

erectionwasstraininghim.

Masabroketheeyecontactandfocusedonthe

icecream.Shestirreditbeforeshelookedback

upathim andhewasstilllookingatherwitha

devilishsmile.

Masa:What?



Hayden:Nothing..

Masa:Borrowmeyourphone..

Hehandedittoherandshegavehim thephone.

Masa:Password.

Hayden:Youdoknowyoucanaddyour

fingerprinttohaveeasyaccesstoit..

Masa:Idon'twanttoinvadeyourprivacy.

HaydenshruggedasMasaheadedstraightto

hisgallery.

Masa:Whatthe?

Heassumedshefoundsomepicturesshe

didn'tseehim take.

Masa:Uh..wow!

ShejustwenttoFacebookandloggedoffofhis

accountbeforesheloggedinhers.



Shelastpostedphotosofherselfbeforeshe

fellpregnant.Thatwashowveryprivatethis

littlepregnancywas.

ShewentthroughthephotosHaydenhadtook

ofher,justshowingherfaceandtopbody.Her

tummywasoutofsight.

Shepickedherfavourite3,captionedthem then

posted.ShedidthesameforInstagram and

wenttohisWhatsAppwhereshesentherself

thepictures.

Masa:Done.Take.

Haydentookitfrom herandshegotoffthehigh

chairmakingherwaytothesinkwiththebowl

inthatblushpinkdressthatfitherlikeaglove.



Hejustfollowedherandwrappedhisarms

aroundher.

Masa:Oh(feelinghishardonherbutt)

Hayden:Ifit'saboycanInamehim?

Masa:okay..

Hayden:ThankyouSunshine.Nervousyet?

Masa:About?

Hayden:Givingbirth?

Masa:Thestitchesaretheworst.Theytakebo

sixweekstohealmyguy..

Hayden:I'm sorry..

Masa:It'sfine,IjusthopeIwon'thaveac-

section,anaturalbirthisbetterbecauseac-

sectionhasalotofrisks.

Hayden:Ihearyouangel..

Herubbedhertummyandshelookedupathim

smiling.Hewasgladthatwhensheforgaveshe



diditwholeheartedlywithnothoughtsto

revenge,hewouldn'tbeabletotakeitseeing

herwithanothermanbesideshimself.

AtUniversityofBotswana

Thecounsellingfacalities

Tessalookedaroundawkwardly.Shehadfinally

decidedtocomeafterherroommatealsosaid

amouthful.Shehatedtoadmitthather

roommatewasright.

Shewaitedtobecalledinsideorwhateverthey

didwhentheywantedtotalktoyou.Hername

wascalledoutandshestoodup.



Shewasledtoanofficeandsheopenedthe

door.Shewasabitsurprisedtofindyoung

people.Notyoungyoungbutshethoughtthat

likeinEnglishcountriesthecounsellorswould

bepeopleintheirfiftieaorsixties.

Shesatdownonthecouchwheretheladywas

sittingdown.

Her:Hi,youmustbeTheresa?

Tessa:Tessa,peoplecallmeTessa.

Her:Nicetomeetyou..ifyou'recomfortablewith

meIguessI'llbeyourpsychologist.

Theladysaidwithasmileandthatwashow

shebroketheawkwardness.

.

.



*
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AtUniversityofBotswana

Tessalistenedastheladyspoke.Shewassoft

spokenandshemadealotofsense.She

sighed.

Her:Tessathismighttakemonthstodealwith

butwewilldealwithitokay?

Shenodded.

Tessa:Uhm thankyou.Isoursessionover?

Her:Yes.



Tessa:Thankyouandbye.

Tessastoodupandwalkedoutthedoor.She

hopedshewasontherightpath.

Shewalkedtoherblockandshesearched

herselfforthekeys.Whatifherroommatewas

notthere?Orsheforgotthekeysintheroom?

Ohwell.

Shegreetedthesecurityguardsbeforeverifying

thatshelivedinthatblock.Tessawalkedupthe

stairstothetopfloorandmadeherwaytothe

room.

Tessa:Knock-knock.

Voice:Who'sthere?

Tessa:Aghost..



Voice:Wenakana.

Sheheardsomeshufflingbeforethedoorlock

turnedandthedooropened.

Voice:EveryonemeetmyroommateTessa.

Satan!

Tessalaughedpushingheroff.

Tessa:Andmyroommatethedevil'sincaranate..

Shewalkedinsideandsatonthebedlooking

expectantlyatTessa.

Her:Howwasit?

Tessa:Itwasnotbadhonestly.Theladywas

niceandshemademeseeafewthings.

Her:Yousee.Yousee.HealTheresa,heal...

Tessa:Yahneh.Didyoudotheassignment?

Her:Keemetsewena..You'rethesmartone..

Tessa:I'm tired.



Her:Tomorrowyouwillbeattheschoolclinic.

Didyouseetherotation?

Tessa:IsawitandIwishtheycouldchangeit.

Her:Itiswhatitis..

Tessa:Let'sdotheassignment,onSaturdayI

wanttogoout.

Her:Outwhere?

Tessa:Black,wanttojoinme?

Her:Whynot?It'sbeenalongweek.

TheyfirstbumpedasTessagotoffher

roommate'sbedandgotherbooksfrom her

desk.

AtHayden'shouse

Masalaidonherbackonthebedasshewent



throughthecommentsonherpictures.

Comment1:Kenkoyapregnancy..

Comment2:CanIgetsomeonewholooksat

melikehowMasaislookingattheperson

takingpictures

Comment3: Iseepregnancy.Bonamaramaa

teng..

Comment4: BoMasakedismiletsaloratole

topetswe,goroughmodepartmentyaknow

yourworthbazakesfindmeaman

Masawentontoreadthefiftypluscomments

mostofthem beingpeopleassumingsheis

pregnant.Anotificationpoppedup,shesmiled.

Hejustreactedonthepictures.Eachandevery

oneofthem.

Masajuststartedtyping.Shereaditallover



beforesheposted.

"Bathongtsapregnancykediutlwakalona

baitsanapebafeisibuku .

Anyway,drinkwaterandmindthebusinessthat

feedsyou "

Haydenwalkedinholdinghisphonereadingher

latestpost.

Hayden:Makgakgaakana..

Masa:NoHayden.Bathobaratadilotsabatho,I

didn'tpostmypregnancybecauseIdon'twant

peopletoknow.NotmanypeoplelikeyouandI

learntthatthehardway,someoneoutthere

mightbejealousjustbecauseIpostnicepicsa

boantshwarelahapregnancyyoneye..

Hayden:Ihearyou..



Masa:Mmhm...

Hayden:apolakegosidile.

Masa:Thekidswon'twalkin?

Hayden:No,Iwaswiththem awhileago.

Masasatuprightandremovedherdress.She

wasleftwithherpantyandbra.

Hayden:Getridofthebraandpantiestoo..

Hesaidasheunbuttonedhisshirt.Masagave

him askepticallook.

Hayden:Masa..

Masa:Rra?

Hayden:Apolatlhemma..

Heremovedtheshirtandwasleftinhissleek

pants.Hehadalwaystakencareofhisbody

andshethoughtshesawaneightpackthere



andanewtattoobutmaybeitwashereyes.

Sheunclippedthebralettingitfallandshe

hookedherfingersonbothsidesasshepulled

downtheelastic.

Haydenwalkedintothebathroom andopened

thecabinettakingoutsomelavenderoiland

jojobaoilbeforehegotasmallbucket,opening

thehotwatertapandfillingit.

Hewalkedoutwiththatandhesuckedina

breath.Shehadtorekaxherbodybutfuckshe

lookedtoodelectable.Ifhecouldsplitthrough

herpinkfleshandhearhersoftmoansagain.

Heclosedhiseyesbeforehewalkedtothebed.

Shelookedathim surprised.

Masa:Uhm whatareyoudoing?

Hayden:Threwthejojobaoilbottleinthewater

soitcangetwarm.



Hayden:LieonyourbacksoIcanstartfrom

there.Shedidastoldandheopenedthe

lavenderoilbottleandhegotthejojobaoilone

from thewater.Wipinghishandsshortlyafter.

Hepouredthewarm oilinhishandsandadded

abitofthelavenderoilforit'ssweetscent.He

startedfrom herneck,massagingitwithhisoily

handsandMasaclosedhereyes.

Hayden:Babe,thisiscalledatantramassage.It

helpsyourelax.

Masa:Ohh!

Hayden:Mmhmm..

Heworkedoneachofherhands,massaging

them withtheoilandMasamoanedsoftly.His

handsweregood.

Haydenpouredmoreoilonhishands,moving



them toherbreasts,beingdelicatesothatshe

doesn'tcomplainaboutthepainthatcomes

withthem beingsore...

Hepouredthewarm oilaroundhernavelasit

floweddowntoherpussylips.Sheopenedher

eyesandlookedathim beforeclosingherlegs.

Hayden:Hey,keepthoselegsopenangel.

Hisvoiceforcedhertoobeyandheworkedhis

waydown,spendingtimemassagingher

pregnanttummyandhesmiledwhenthebaby

kickedandMasalaughedsoftly,hecontinued

massagingashewentdownavoidingthatone

sensitiveareaashepickedherleg.Massaging

herfrom hertoesuptoherthighs,hisfingers

passingbyhernetherlipslikebutterfliesashe

movedtotheotherleg,givingitthesame

attention.



MasawhimperedasHaydenhelpedhersitup

rightandsatbehindherashemassagedher

back,hishandstrailingtohernetherlipsbutnot

quitereachingthere.

Masafeltthefamiliarwetnesspoolbetween

herlegsasHaydenmovedbacktoherover

sensitizednipplesandshethrewherheadback

moaningsoftly.

Haydenmovedbackandlaidherdowngently

beforehewasonhiskneesinfrontof

her,slowlyopeningherlegs.

Hepouredmoreoilinhishandsandhefinally

touchedherapexandshemoaned.

Hegentlyrubbedherclit,feelinghowwetshe

wasandhechuckled.Herbodyhadlostallthe

tensionandshewasasrelaxedasshecould

everbe.



Hestoppedandworkedonherthighsleaving

herwhimpering.

Masa:H..

Hayden:Relaxingisn'titlove?

Hekissedherinnerthighsandlookedather.He

peckedherlipsandshebroughtherhands

aroundhisneckbreathingagainsthislips.

Hayden:Whatdoyouwantangel?

Masa:Makelovetome...

Hesmiledashekissedherback,morefiercely.

Hayden:Withpleasuremylove..

Andinquickwork,hegotridofhispantsand

boxers,makingsweetlovetoMasawhowas



screaminghisnameontopofthesheets.

Attheendofitall,hehadtorubherbackas

shesobbedonhischest.

Hayden:Sunshine?

Shesobbedsomemore.Hejustrubbedher

backwithhisotherhandinherhair,massaging

herscalp.

Masa:Thatwasbeautiful..(crying)

Hayden:Youarebeautiful..

Masa:Imean...Youreallyreallyloveme?The

futureandoldme?

Hayden:Eachamdeveryinchangel,don'tdoubt

me.

Masanodded.Itseemedoutofthisworld.

Haydenheldhercloseashethoughtaboutthe



familymeetingthatwasawaitinghim sincehe

senttheletteraskingtopayfordamagesand

magadi.Andthissmallonehereinhisarms

didn'tknowanything,hewasgoingtokeepit

thatwaytilleverythingisfinalized.

Hekissedthetopofherheadandlookedup

thinking.Hekneweveryonewasshockedand

herparentsandtheotherfamilymembersare

goingtocallhim outonit.Hehasneverwent

withsocietalnormsandheknewmostofthem

must'veheldtheiropinionstothemselvesafter

theyfoundouthehadbeenplanningtomarrya

womansixyearsolderthanhim.Heexpected

them tostillkeeptheiropinionstothemselves

inthiscase.

Masacuddledmoreintohim andhespooned

her.

Hayden:areyouasleepangel?



Masa:Mhmm..

Hejustliftedherlegupandslowlyslidinside

herandshemoaned.

Hegentlypumpedinandoutofherasshe

moanedsoftlyhalfawake,halfasleep.Hecame

insideofherandslidout,kissingherbackas

hiscum leakedoutofhersmallpussyandhe

grinned.

Masaturnedtofacetheotherwayandheletgo

ofher,heneededtocheckonthekidsand

probablymakedinnerforthem whileMasa

slept.

Hayden:Iloveyou..

Shenoddedasherlipspartedslightly.He

peckedherlipsandgotoutofbed,quickly

wearinghisboxers,pantsandtee.Hewatched

hercurlherselfintoaballholdinghertummy.

Hesmiledwalkingout.

.



.
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AtHayden'shouse

Haydensatonthefloorplayingmonopolywith

thekids.

Ari:Jail!

Avery:Gotojaildaddy!

Haydenlaughedashemovedtheshoepiece

acrosstheboardtothejailbox.Smithjrthrew



thediceontheboardandhecountedhowmany

boxeshewasgoingtomoveto.

Hayden:Letmebringpopcornansicecream.No

cheatingguys!

Thegirlssmiledsweetlyathim andheliftedan

eyebrowashestoodup.Ashewalkedaway

theystartedwhisperingamongthemselves.

Inthebedroom Masatousledaloneonthelarge

bedbeforesheopenedhereyesandlooked

around.Stretchedandyawnedignoringher

throbbingbean.Shegotoutofthebedandshe

sawhisshirtonthefloor,sheworethatand

wenttopicksomeyogapantsfrom the

wardrobe.ShewalkedoutandfoundHayden

withthekidsplayingmonopoly.

Avery:Mommycanjoinus.



Hayden:That'snotfair.

Masa:Areyouallhavingicecream?

Hayden:Ngng..

Masa:Istheresomeleft?

SmithJr:We'renotsure..

Masa:I'llgocheck.Thankyou..

Shejustpassedthem andwalkedtothekitchen.

Haydenstoodupquicklyfollowingherand

beforeshecouldopenthefreezerherpicked

herup.

Masa:H..

Hayden:Youhadsomeearlieron.

Masa:So?

Hayden:Isavedyouourdinner,youcan'teat

icecream thewholeday.

Masa:Ntlogeleee..



Hayden:Foodfirstandwe'llreconsiderthe

icecream issue.

Masa:Fine.

Hayden:Obogomawaitse..(You'restubborn)

Masa:Icecream yammaicecream H.

Hayden:IneedyoutoeatfoodSunshine.

Hekissedthetopofherheadandshesmiled.

Haydenlethergowhenheheardhisphone

ringing.

Hewalkedtothebedroom andhepickeditup.

Hayden:Hello..

Cane:Hayden,theyscheduledthemeetingfor

tomorrow.

Hayden:Whywasn'tItoldearlier?

Cane:Theyjusttoldme..

Hayden:So..(sighing)bairakabomo,dilotseo



bolellamothonakoeleteng.Werethey

angry?(theydiditintentionally,suchthingsare

saidwellintime)

Cane:Icouldn'ttellthemeetingisnotherein

Francistown.

Hayden:Shit!Urg...okay.thanks.

Hehungupandsighedfrustrated.Theydidthis

intentionally.Hehadtoleavehereandgoto

Seroweatthistimeofthenight?Thiswasn't

fair.

Hewalkedoutofthebedroom andwalkedto

thekitchenwherehefoundMasaeatingthe

foodhehadleftforher.

Hayden:Babe?

Masalookedupandswallowedbeforeshe

answeredhim.



Masa:Hmm..

Hayden:Ihavetogosomewhereokayangel,I'll

bebacklatestthedayaftertomorrowifnot

tomorrowevening.

Masafrowned.Atthistimeofthenight?

Haydensawthedistrustswirlinginhereyes

beforeshemaskeditandsmiledathim.

Masa:Okay.

Hewalkedtoherandheldherhands.

Hayden:Idon'twanttoleaveyouherealonebut

Ihavetookaybabe,ifyouneedsomethingjust

callokay?

Shenodded.Hekissedthetopofherhead.

Hayden:it'ssomethingimportantbabe,I'm not

lying.

Masa:Ineversaidyou'relying.

Hayden:Butyoureyesaresayingadifferent



thing,babeIwon'thurtyouagain.Iknowbetter.

I'm sorryokay,angelwe'regoodright?

Masa:Yeah.

Hayden:Good.I'llbebackbeforeyouknowit.

Hekissedhersoftlybeforehewalkedoutand

talkedwiththekids.Minuteslaterheheadedto

thebedroom sothathecouldshowerandpack

someclothes.

Masajuststaredatthefood.Ithadsuddenly

losttaste.Shepushedtheplateawayandstood

up,takingitwithhersoshecanemptythefood

intothetrashcan.

Masawalkedtotheloungeandyawned.

Masa:Heylovies,timeforbed.



Theyleftthegameandallranupstairsandshe

startedputtingeverythingaway.Haydenwalked

outinfreshclothesanshiscolognefilledthe

atmosphere.Shehatedtoadmitthatshewas

jealous.Heliterallycanhaveanygirlhewanted,

onewhoisnotflawedandisperfect.Anywhere

hewent,hispresencewasfeltandwithhisbig

body,perfectlysculpted,hewasatemptation

andwellnosanewomanwouldn'thesitateto

lookathim morethanonce.

Haydensawtheworryonherface.Shewas

gettingworriedovernothing.

Hayden:Andbabe,youdon'tdriveyourself.You

knowthatright?

Masanodded.

Hayden:ImeanitMasa.

Masa:Eerrakautlwa.



Hayden:Good,stayawayfrom thekeysandI'll

callmydrivertocomepickupthekidsfor

school,ifyouneedtogoout,tellthedriverokay?

Masa:Okay.

Hayden:OrcallacabbutIpreferthedriver.

Masa:Okay.

Hayden:StaysafeformeandIloveyouokay?

Heheldhertummyasheleanedinforasoft

kiss.Hepulledbackbutkepthishandsaround

herstomach.

Hayden:byeangel.

Hepeckedherlipsoncemorebeforeheletgo

ofhercompletelyandpickedhisbag.Hayden

walkedoutandMasajustlockedthedoor.

Shesatdownonthecouchleaningback.How

wasshegoingtotellherparents?Alltheyknew

wasthatshewaspregnantandmanytimesshe



hadrefusedtotellthem whothebabydaddy

was.Sheranherhandsthroughherhairand

lookedaroundthehouse.Shewasgoingrobe

lazyingaroundlikealways.Thenurserywas

lockedbecauseHaydendidn'twanthertogetin

andstarttryingtoworkonit,overtiringherself.

Sheheardthegateopenandjustlikethathis

carreversedandspedoff.

Masa:Trusthim.Haydenlovesyou.

Shesaidtoherself.Shejusthopedher

insecuritiesdon'tmessthisupforher.

Thefollowingmorning

Masalazilygotoutofbedandshecheckedher

phone.Shehadtogetthekidsreadyforschool.



Afteragoodhour,thekidsweregoneandshe

justwalkedtothebathroom whereshetooka

longshower.

AtLetso'sworkplace

Letsopausedasshelookedatthepictures

Masahadpostedandherstatusthereafter.She

hadbeenmeaningtocallthough,shejustdidn't

callsincethattimeHaydenansweredthephone

ormaybehedidn'ttellher.

ShedialedMasa'snumber.

Masalookedasherphonerangandshe

frowned.

Masa:Hello,somethingwrongwiththecar?



Letso:Inevergottoproperlythankyou,Icalled

anduhm thepersonwhoansweredyourphone

saidhewilltellyou.

Masa:Oh.Okay.It'sokay.Itwasonme.

Letso:Please,IfeelIhaven'tthankedyou

enough.Please!

Masa:Okay..

Letso:Thankyou,I'lltellyouthevenue.

Masa:Sure..

Shegotoffthephoneandcontinuedwithwhat

shewasdoing.

Whenshewasdonewithherhair,afterlayingall

theedges,sheputthepuffextensiononher

hairandappliedherlipgloss.Herphone

vibratedandshereadthemessagefrom

Hayden.



BigBear:GoodmorningandIloveyou

Masasmiledassherepliedhim.

Masa: Hugsandkisses.

Bigbear: Sendapicture..

Masa:Masaleftthechat  ♀

Bigbear:Angel..

Masa:Fiiine!

Shesenthim picturesandhesenthearts.

Hayden:Thankyouangel.

Hewentofflineandshestoodupcallingthe

driver.

Atthemall



Masaremovedhershadesasshegotinsidethe

store.Sheranhermanicuredfingersoverthe

babyclothes.That'swhyshehadn'tboughtalot

ofthings.Theydidn'tknowthegender.Sowhat

shehadboughtalreadywaswhiteandyellow.

Shepickedafewcuterompersandpickeda

basketaswell.Shewalkedtothetilltopayand

lefttheshopholdingtheplasticbag.She

pressedherphonewhileholdingtheplastic

withanotherasshemadeherwaytothe

restaurantLetsohadsaidshe'llbeat.She

removedhershadesandthemanwhowas

abouttowalkoutpausedasheremovedhis

shades.Hefixedhissuitjacketthatwastight

aroundhisbuffbody.Hesatonachairinfront

ofher,agentlemanneverasksdoeshe.

Him:Hi..

Masalookedupfrom herphoneasshealmost



jumped.Startled.

Him:Ididn'twanttoscareyou,I'm sorry.

Masa:I-it'sok-okay(confused)

Whywassheconfused?

Him:I'm Katso.

Masa:Okay.I'm waitingforsomeone.

Katso:Keepyoucompanywhileyouwait?

Masa:IfIsayno?

Katso:Istillwon'tleavetillyoursaidcompany

showsup...

Masa:Okay.

ShecontinuedpressingherphoneasKatso

laughedindisbelief.Mostladiesusuallyfellat

hisfeetandshedidn'tpaymuchattentionto

him.Katstookagoodlookatherandnoticed



thebump.Oh!Shewaspregnant.

Katso:Hopethebabylookslikeyou,youare

beautiful.

Masasmiled.

Masa:Thankyou.

Hersmiledisappeared.Henoticedshedidn't

evenhavearing.Singlemother?Wellhewas

goingtofindout.

Katso:Isthefatherinthepicture?

Masa:Isn'tthatalittletoopersonalKatso?

Hesmirked.

Katso:Youremembermyname?

Masarolledhereyesputtingherphonedown.

Katso:Katswaolemakgakgagore..Apparently

diyellowbonedimakgakga..(Youmustberude,

apparentlylightskinnedgirlsarerude,very



rude.)

Masa:Lerebuisathatawaitse..(Youmakeus

sayalotofthings)

.

.
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AtSerowe

Haydenlistenedtotheeldersgoonandon



aboutmorals.Whentheyweredone,Masa's

fatherspoke.

RaMasa:Haydenareyousureaboutthis?

Traditionallythislookswrongonallaccounts..

Hayden:I'm sure.Ireallylove

Masa(chuckling)thoughittooksometimeto

realisethosefeelings.

Theyallkeptquiet.Hewasn'tbackingoffatall.

Elder:WellIguesswewillsetanotherdatefor

thedamagesandmagadiseparately,most

probablythebeginningoftheyear.

Thepeoplefrom Hayden'ssideofthefamily

agreed.

Elder:Thismeetingisdismissed.

ThepeoplequietlystoodupandHayden

checkedhiswatch.Hecanstilldrivebackhome



now.Hestoodupandwasabouttowalkout

whenRaMasacalledhim.Hestoppedinhis

tracksandwalkedtohim.

RaMasa:Youhaveguts..

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Isupposethat'sacompliment.

RaMasa:Takecareofher.

Hayden:Iwill..

HepattedhisshoulderandHaydensaidhis

goodbyes.

AtHayden'shouse

Masasatonthecouchandclosedhereyes.

Thekidswillbebackinanhourortwososhe

hadthehousealltoherself.Shewasusually



thisboredsinceHaydenwouldbeatworkand

thekidsatschool.Shegottiredoftvand

feelingthisheavyeveryday.

Sherubbedhertummyandtriednottothink

aboutwhatpeoplewillsaywhenherbaby

daddy'snameisrevealed.Shedidn'twantto

thinkaboutitatall.Itwasstressfulasitisand

havingtoexplainthattoherparentsaswell

wasanotherissueshewasavoiding.

Masa:BabyformysakeIprayyoulooklikeme

throughandthroughbecausegoroughfor

mamaneh..

AtKgosiInvestments

Katsosatonhisofficechairandscrolleddown

herpicturesonsocialmedia.Shewasbeautiful



andhenoticedshehadotherkidsonthe

picturestoo.Threetobeexact.Hewenttoher

aboutanditsaidshewasjust23.Abittoo

youngforthreekidsbutitwasokayheguessed.

Hewonderedwhatshedidandall.

Hisofficedooropenedandhequicklyplaced

hisphonedown.

Rebasatonthechairandlookedathim.

Reba:Yourmindhasbeenpreoccupiedpretty

muchthewholeday.

Katso:It'snothing.

Reba:Iassumeit'sagirl.

Katsosmiled.Shewasperfect.

Reba:Aah,Isee..

Katso:Sheisrudeandpregnant.



Reba'ssmiledisappeared.

Reba:Sheprobablyhassomeoneinthatcase.

Katso:Ididn'tseearingonherfingeralthoughit

isquitestrange.

Reba:Strangethat?

Katso:I'm notsureifshehaskids.Threefoe

thatmatter.

Rebashrugged.

Katso:Sheisonly23,tooyoungfor3kidsreally

atthatageandsheispregnant.

Reba:That'swhyIsaymaybesheistaken.

Katso:We'llsee.Letmegetbacktowork.

Reba:Sure.

AtUniversityofBotswana



Psychologist:Andwearedonefortoday.

Tessa:Okay.

Psychologist:Thinkaboutitokay?

Tessanoddedstandinguponherfeet.Acertain

partofherfeltguiltyforwhatsheoncesaidto

Masathattimenow.

Masahadneverbeenrudetohernotevenonce.

Shewentthroughhercontactstoseeifshestill

hadhernumber,shehadstolenitfrom

Hayden'sphonethattime.Sheclickedonthe

contactandbitherlowerlipasshewalked

downthestairsandwenttositbythechaira

outside.Shecalledher.Itrangquiteafewtimes

beforesheansweredit.

Masa:Hello..

Tessa:Hi,it'sTessa.



TherewassilenceandTessasuckedinadeep

breath.

Tessa:IwantedtoapologiseforwhatIonce

saidtoyoumonthsback,itwasuncalledfor

andI'm sureIoffendedyou.

Masasighed.

Masa:It'sokay.Thankyoufortheapology.

Tessafrowned.

Tessa:You'renotmad.

Masa:Ithappenedandit'sinthepastright?

Tessa:Yeah.ThankyouandI'm sosorryknce

again.Youdidn'tdoanythingwrong,Iwasthe

wrongone.

Masa:Okay.Bye.

Tessa:Bye.

ShehungupandTessawasconfused.She



didn'tscream norcallhernamesthoughshe

hadbesomeantoher,shedidn'teveninsult

her...howbigwasherheart?Wellsheknewifit

washed,shewould'vegoneoffbeforeactually

consideringtheapology.Shesighed.Aslongas

shewasforgiven,atthattimeshemeantharm

butnotanymore.

Tessalookedaroundandstoodup.Maybe

whenshehasdealtwitheverything,shewill

apologisetoHaydenforwhatherparentsdid.

Shefelthedeservedthatapology.Rightnow

shehadtopackherstuffandgobackhomefor

thevacation.

AtHayden'shouse

Masalookedatherphoneagain.Wondering

whereTessagothernumberbutsheletitslide



andstoodup.Shewassotired,cantheyskip

thepartwhereshehastomakelunchandshe

ordersfoodinstead?Herfeetwerekillingher

andshewantedtoliedown.

Ariellerandownthestairsallchangedandsat

nexttohermom onthecouch,thishadbeen

theirlastdayofschool.Sheplacedherheadon

Masa'stummy.

Ari:Canthebabyhearme?

Masa:Yesbaby..

Ari:whenareweseeingthebaby?

Masa:soon.

Ari:Okay.

Masaclosedhereyesyawning,shehatedthis.

Alwayslethargic.Thetwinswalkeddownstairs

andfoundArielleandMasasleeping.



Avery:I'm comingwithablanket,thebabymust

becold.

Shewalkedtoherroom andcanebackwithher

pickblanketandcoveredthem withtheblanket.

SmithJr:Let'snotmakenoise.

Avery:I'm goingtoplayinmyroom.

Shewalkedbacktoherroom andSmithJrsat

downonthecarpetandreducedthevolumeon

thetv,lookingforashowtowatch.

Threehourslater,Haydenparkedhiscar

outside.Itwassoquiethethoughtthatmaybe

theywereoutbuthewaswrong.Whenhe

openedthedoor,hefoundMasasleepingon

thecouchandAriontopofher.SmithJrwas

onthecarpetfastasleep.Heclosedthedoor



slowlyandhewalkedupstairstoAvery'sroom.

Shewasalsofastasleepaswell.Hequietly

coveredherupbeforegettingoutofherroom.

HewenttotheloungeandpickedupSmithJr

makingsurenottowakehim upandtookhim

tohisbedroom followedbyhim comingback

andpickingasleepingArielletoo.

WhenhewalkeddownstairshepickedMasaup.

Sheunconsciouslywrappedherarmsaround

hisneckandhewalkedtothebedroom carrying

her.Heplacedherdownandsheopenedher

eyesyawning.

Hayden:Heyangel.Sleepokay?

Shenoddedandletgoofhisneck.Hayden

kissedherforeheadassheclosedhereyes.She

wasstillsleepy.Hecoveredherupwiththe

fleeceandwalkedout,takinghisphone.



Hayden:Hello..uhm isthereservationstillthere?

Voice:Yessir(typing)

Hayden:Okaythankyou.

Voice:Thankyoufordoingbusinesswithussir.

Hayden:Ofcourse.

HehungupandcalledthedesignerBlairhad

stronglyrecommended.

Hayden:Hello,isthedressready?CanIpickit

uptomorrow?

Her:Ofcourse.

Hayden:Thankyou.

Hehungandslippedhishandsinhispockets.

Justaweekawayfrom homesinceshenever

goesanywhereandshewasinherlast

trimester,meaningshecangivebirthanytime.



Nowondershewasalwaystiredlikethis.He

wasn'tgoingtomakeherpregnantanytime

soon.Maybeafterthreeyearsorsobutafter

thisone,hewantedtoenjoyhiswife.He

grinned.Shewasn'thiswifeyetbutsayingitfelt

sogood.Helookedathishands,herringonhis

fingertoo?

Knowingshehadbeenhereallalongandhe

couldn'tseethatshebelongedwithhim?He

shookhishead.Hewalkedtothekitchenand

hecouldseeshedidn'ttouchasinglething.It

wasclean,hewastootiredtocook.Maybehe

willorderintoday.

.

.

.
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*
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AtHayden'shouse

Masawokeupandstretchedherbodyrubbing

hertummy.Shegotoutofbedtryingto

rememberwhobroughthertobed.Hermind

wasstillfuzzyasshewalkedoutofthe

bedroom barefoot.

ShegottotheloungeandfoundHayden

readingforthekids.Shehadtoadmitthathe

wasagreatfather,reallyhandson.



Helookedupfrom hisbookandsmiled.

Hayden:Heyyou.Comesithere..

Shewalkedtohim andsatinbetweenhislegs

onthecarpet.Hekissedherneck.

Hayden:Hey.Imissedyou.

Masa:Same.

Hechuckledandcontinuedreadingforthekids

whoaskedhim questionsandheanswered

them.

Hayden:Youhaveprettysmartkids.

Masa:Whatever.I'm tired(yawning)

Sheplacedherheadonhisthighashe

continuedhisconversationwiththekids.

Masa:uhm didtheyeat?

Hayden:Yes.CanImakeyousomething?

Sheshookherheadandlookedatthekids.

Masa:Canyougototownwithme?



Hayden:Whatdoyouwanttobuy?

Masa:Christmasgifts..

Hayden:Okayangel.

Masa:mmhm..babieswhatareyougettingme

forChristmas?

Theyalllookedateachother.

Ari:something.

Avery:Agift.

SmithJr:Apresent.

MasalookedupHayden.

Masa:Ialsowantgiftsfrom you.Allofyou.

Ari:Didwedosomethingwrong?

Masa:No,Ijustwantgifts.

Hayden:Wehearyouangel(laughing)Youlook

likeyouwouldkillusifwedon'tgetyougifts.

Masa:Iwouldbutyourchildisgoingtomakeit



impossible.

SmithJr:Daddycanwetalktoyou?

Haydenlookedatallthreeofthem thenMasa.

Hestoodupasthekidswalkedtothedining

room.

Hebentdowntotheirlevel.

SmithJr:Willyouhelpusbuyagiftformom?

Avery:Wehavemo-money.Ithink..

Ari:Inthepiggybank.(frowning)isitenough?

Hayden:youguyssavedup?

Theynodded.

Hayden:Tellyouwhat,whenmommygoesto

sleepwe'llcountthemoneyandtomorrow

morningbeforeshewakesupwegototown

okay?

Theyallnodded.



Hayden:Nowthinkofwhatmom wouldlike,

don'tforgetyoualsohavetobuypresentsfor

yourgrandparents,yourauntandyouuncle.Ari

don'tforgettobuyforauntJoytooandyour

dad.

Ariellefrownedagain.

Ari:Willthemoneybeenough?

Hayden:Trustmeangel,itwillbeenough.Now

runalongandcomeupwithideas.

TheyallrantotheirbedroomsandHayden

walkedbacktotheloungewhereMasawasstill

sittingonthecarpet.

Hayden:Ishouldfeedyoutwo.Areyoufeet

swollen?

Shenodded.

Hayden:KillmeifIimpregnateyouagain.

Masa:Trustme,Iwillcastrateyou.



Hayden:You'realwaystiredandnowyou're

moody.Standup,let'sgoeatmypregnantcow.

Masa:ketlaoclapa.Pregnantcowkemang?

Helaughed.

Hayden:Yep.Moodyashell.Standupmylove.

Hehelpedherupandsheshookherhead.

Masa:Pregnantcow?Wow!

Hayden:Sorry.Comeeat.

Masa:Apregnantcow?Kgomo?Me?(teary)

Shewasstartingtosoundheartbroken.

Hayden:Baby?

Masa:I'm acowthesedays.Wow!

Hayden:Angel,Iwaskidding,I'm sorry.

Masa:Noit'sfine.Kekgomoakere(wipingtears)

Haydenheldherhands.



Hayden:BabeI'm sorryokay.You'renotacow,

you'rebeautifulokay?

Sheremovedherhandsfrom his.

Masa:Keepyourfood.

Hayden:Sunshine..

Masa:Mxm!

Shewalkedtothebedroom andhesighed

makinghiswaytothekitchen.Hejusttookthe

foodthattheyhadleftforherandhepoured

juiceintoaglass.Maybeicecream willalso

cheerherup.

Minuteslaterhewalkedinsidethebedroom

holdingthetrayandheplaceditontheside

table.



Hayden:Babecomeeat.

Sheignoredhim asshepressedherphone.

Hayden:Thereisalsoicecream foryou.

Masaputherphonedownandreluctantlytook

thetray.

Hayden:Thankyou.

Shedidn'tanswerhim,justsilentlyateherfood.

Haydenwalkedtothedresserandgotridofhis

clothes.Hewalkedbacktothebedandsatnext

toher.Hewatchedhereatherfoodtillshegot

totheicecream.

Hayden:Areyoufull?

Sheignoredhim assheindulgedtheicecream

sheisusuallylimitedfrom eating.

Whenshewasdonesheplacedthebowlonthe



trayandgotoutofbed,takingthetraywithher.

Minuteslatershewalkedbackinandlaidonher

back,takingherphone.

Hayden:Sunshine?I'm sorry.Areyouupset?

Hekissedhercheek.

Hayden:Hmm babe?Daddyissorryokay?I

didn'tmeanitangel..babelookatme.

Helightlykissedherlips.

Hayden:Imissedyou.

Masa:I'm tired.

Hayden:Iwasn'ttalkingaboutsexbutanyway

youresponded.I'm sorryokay?

Masanodded.

Hayden:You'renotacow,you'remycutelittle

whale.



Masajustpickedthepillowandhithisfacewith

it.

Masa:HaydenIhateyou.

Haydenlaughedandheldherwaist.

Hayden:Iloveyoutoowoman.

Masa:Mxm!(laughing)

Hayden:Iloveholdingyoursmallbodyinmy

arms...bathongyou'resmall,areyousurethe

babywillcomeoutofthatsmall..

Masa:TshekHayden!

Hayden:Ijustwanttoknow.

Masa:kanammegobotlhoko.Iswearifyou

don'tholdmyhand..

Hayden:Iwill.

Thefollowingmorning



Masawokeupallaloneinbedandshegroaned.

Thehousealsoseemedquiet.Tooquietifyou

askedher.Shewaslazytogetoutofbedwith

herswollenfeet.Shecouldn'twaittogivebirth,

shewastiredoftheswollenfeetandthe

tiredness.

Masa:Twomonthsleftrightbaby?Mmhm..

Sheturnedtohersideandpickedupherphone,

replyingtoTily'sWhatsAppmessages.Shesaw

hermotheronlineandshesuckedinabreath.

Masa:Hello

Mama:Whatdoyouwant?

Masa:I'm justsayinghello I'm stillyour

daughteram IgettingChristmasclothestoo?

Mama: Rayamonnawagagoagorekele.

Masa:Whichman?Whatdoeshehavetodo

withyoubuyingmeChristmasclothes?



Mama:ahha.Youhaveaman.

Masa:yohyohmama.Gosharpo.

Mama:Iknowwhereyoulive.

Masa:Bye 

Sheplacedherphonedownandfinallygotout

ofbed.

AtUniversityofBotswana

Tessahuggedherroommate.

Her:IthoughtyousaidBlackonFriday.

Tessa:IwantedtogobuttheparentssaidI

shouldgohome.IdidsayI'lldobetter.

Her:Alright.Haveasafetriproomieandseeyou

nextsemester.Didyousubmit?



Tessa:Yep.Justthismorning.

Her:Lucky.

Theyhuggedyetagain.

Tessa:Byeandpleasemissme.

Her:Iwon't.

Tessarolledhereyeslaughingasher

roommatehelpedherwithloadingherbaginto

thecab.Tessagotinsideandwavedather

roommate.Shewasdoneforthesemester.Like

donedone.

Shewasgoinghomeandherpsychologisthad

recommendedtheyhaveonlineappointments

toosothatshekeepstrackofherprogressover

theholidays.

ThedriverdroveoutoftheschoolandTessa

lookedoutthewindow.Shedidn'twanttobump



intoHaydenthoughatFrancistown.

AtHayden'shouse

ThekidsranintothehouseasHaydendialed

thehousehelp'snumbertostaywiththekids.

Thekidsweresureabouttheirgiftsandhewas

happy.Althoughhewassurethatbytomorrow

afternoon,Masaandhim weregoingtotakea

flightoutofFrancistown.Shedidn'tknowthat

yettoo.

Hewalkedtothebedroom andhefoundherin

oneofhisshirts.

Hayden:Didyoutakeabath?

Sheturnedtolookathim.Howdidhemanage



tolooksogoodeachandeverydaywith

minimaleffort.

Masa:yeah..

Hayden:Doyouwanttochangeorwecango?

Shestoodupinhertightsandhisshirt.

Masa:Isitokay?

Hayden:Youlookgood.

Masa:Iknowyou'relyingbutokay.

Shebrushedherhairbackandslippedherfeet

intosomecomfysliponsthenshegother

handbagandphone.

Masa:Let'sgo,ifIgettiredyoucarryme.Let's

gotoGamefirstthenothershops.

Hayden:Okaymam.



Atthemall

HaydenpushedthetrolleyasMasapointedtoa

nicesetofpots.

Masa:Getthose.I'veseenmymotherputting

them onherstatusafewtimes.

Haydenpickedthwpotsandplacedthem inthe

trolley.

Masa:Thisiseasy.Anyhowmyfeetarekilling

me.

Hayden:Shouldwepayfortheseandgoback

home?

Masa:It'sgoodfornow.

Hayden:Okay.Let'sgoangel.

Theypaidandtheplasticsalongwiththe

wrappingpaperwereputinthetrolley.



Hayden:Done,youdon'twanttoeatanything?

Wimpyisrightthere.

Masa:Nope..Ilikeyourcooking.

Hayden:Soyou'llbeconfinedforhowlong?

Masa:Sinceit'snotmyfirstborn,justforthree

months.

Hayden:Okay.

TheypushedthetrolleytothecarandHayden

loadedeverythinginside.

Hayden:Done.Letmegoputthisbackandyou

getinthecar.

Masadidashesaidandshestartedtopress

herphone.Itbeepedwithamessagefrom

Facebookandsheopenedit.Itwasahiandshe

readthename.Katso.Howthehelldidheget

herFacebookname?Sheignoredthemessage

andplacedherphonedown.



Haydenopenedthecardoorandgotinside.

Hayden:Welllet'sgetgoingprettylady.

Withthathestartedthecaranddroveoff.

AtHayden'shouse

MasalaiddownonthecouchasHaydengotthe

stufffrom thecar.

Masa:Thankyou.

Hayden:Don'tmentionit.

WhenHaydenwasdonehecheckedthetime.

Hedidgetthedresswhenhewentoutwiththe

kids,theflightwasbookedandhemade

reservationsatthehotel.Itwasallset,allhe



hadtodowasmakethatprettyladypackher

clothessotheycangofortheirbabymoon.

Hayden:Babe..

Masa:Rra?

Hayden:Iloveyouokay?

Masa:Eerra.

Hayden:CanIaskforafavourfrom you?

Masa:Sure.

Hayden:Canyoupackmyclothesforme?

Masaturnedherhead.

Masa:You'releaving?

Hayden:Yes.AtripwiththiscertainladyIfellfor

acoupleofmonthsago.

Masa:Oh(lowvoice)

Hayden:Canyoudothatforme?



Masa:uhm s-sure.

Hervoicecameoutasalowwhisper.Shegot

upfrom thecouchandquicklywalkedtothe

bedroom wherehertearsfinallyrolleddownher

cheeks.Shewasafool.Again.Sheshould

probablyleavewithherdignityintact.

Shetookherbagandstartedpackingher

clothesinsidewhilefightingbackthetears.She

pausedandsatonthebedwipinghertears

away.Shewantedtoscream atherselffor

beingsuchadimwitbutshedidn'thavethe

energyto.

Shestoodupandcontinuedpackingher

clothes,itwasnotthatmuchbecauseshe

neverleftthehousealottoo.



ThedooropenedandHaydensteppedin.

Hayden:Didyoupackmybag?

Masa:Youcandoityourself,I'llcallthedriverto

comepickmeup.

Shesaidavoidingeyecontact.

Hayden:Lookatme.

Hewalkedcloserandheldherchinforcingher

tolookathim.Shehadbeencrying.

Hayden:issomethingwrongbabe?

Masa:uhm justletmego.Wearenotdoingthis

again.

Hayden:Whatagain?

Masa:Youplayingmethenfindinganother

woman.

Hayden:whatwo-oh.

Helookedoverhershoulderandatleastshe



hadpackedherclothes.Heshouldpackhis.

Hayden:Tellyouwhat,I'lldropyouoffthenokay?

Letmestartpacking.

Sheshookherheadwithtearsinhereyes.

Masa:Youjerk!

Shewalkedoutandhechuckled.Heshould

makeitfast.Masasatonthecouchfightingthe

tears.Hewassuchabastard.

Haydenwalkedoutwithhisbagandher

suitcaseafewminuteslater.Hehadmanaged

toputherdressinhisbagtoo.Hewalkedtothe

carandopenedtheboot,placingthebagsthere.

Hewalkedbacktothehouse.



Hayden:Letmesaybyetothekidsokay?

Masawasn'tevenlisteningtohim andhe

joggedupthestairstosaybyetothekids.They

willbebackintimeforChristmassoitwasnot

anythinghectic.

HewalkeddownstairsandMasawasnotthere.

Hewalkedtothecarandfoundherinside.He

openedthedoorandgotinside.

Hayden:Buckleup.

Shedidsoandfacedtheotherwayholdingher

phone.Hestartedthecar.

AtFrancistownAirport

MasajustlookedatHayden.Shewaslost.He



wassupposedtodropherhomethengoona

tripwith"thewomanhefellfor".

Hayden:Wearehere.

Masa:What'sgoingon?

Hayden:Weareflyingout.

Masa:Butyo-yousa-said...

Hayden:Andyoulikejumpingtoconclusions.

I'm goingoutwithyousilly.

Sheblinkedacoupleoftimes.

Hayden:Forwhatisworthdon'tassumestuff,

whatdowedowhenwearenotsureabout

something?

Masa:Wetalk.

Hayden:Exactly.

Hewipedhertearsaway.

Hayden:OseteteMasa.



Masa:I'm not.Wherearewegoing?

Hayden:You'llsee.Letmegetthebagsokay?

Shenodded.

.

.

*
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AtMaunInternationalAirport

Haydendraggedtheirluggagetothecarhejust

rentedasMasafollowedbehind.



Hayden:Doyourfeethurtbabe?

Masa:Notthatmuch.Thankyouforthistrip.

Hayden:Anythingforyou.Comekissme.

Masa:Keepmoving.

Hayden:Mxm.

Heunlockedthecarandplacedthebagsatthe

back.

Hayden:Done.Nowcomekissme.

Shejustwalkedtohim andstoodonhertip

toestopeckhislips.Haydenjustheldtheback

ofherheadandhedeepenedthekiss.Hebroke

thekissandrubbedherlowerlip.

Hayden:Iloveyoumami.Haveweevergoneout

onadatebefore?

Sheshookherhead.



Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Ishoulddobetter.

Masa:Idon'thaveclothesforadate.

Hayden:Don'tworryaboutit,let'sgosothatyou

canslipintoahottubwithmeandrelax.

Masa:Thatsoundssorelaxing.

Hayden:Itis.

Masa:Don'teventhinkofdoinganythingelse.

Hayden:Youunderestimatemyabilitytocontrol

myself.

Shesmiledasheopenedthecardoorand

helpedhergetinsidebeforehegotinsidetoo.

AtCrestaMaunHotel

Haydencheckedthem inandhehandedherthe

keysashepulledtheirluggage.Masasmiled.



Heactuallydidthisforhertorelax.Thatwasso

thoughtfulofhim,sheneverdemanded

anythingfrom him becauseshedidn'twantto

seem likeshewastoomuchoranythinglike

that.Theytooktheliftanditwenttothetop

floor.Theygotoutandwalkedalong.

Masa:Stop.Ithinkthisistheroom number.

Haydenlookedatthenumber.

Masa:Apparentlyithasoneofthebestviews.

Hayden:We'llsee.

Masa:Theladyatthereceptiondesksaidthat

mme.

Hayden:Unlockthedoorbaby.

Masa:Okay.

Shestruggledabitbutshedidopenthedoor



andshewalkedin.

Masa:It'sspacious.

Hayden:Lotsandlotsofspace..

Masa:Lookattheview..

Shewalkedtothewindow.

Masa:Urgman!

Haydenheldherfrom behindandnuzzledher

neck.

Masa:CanIpreparethewater?

Hayden:SoIcanpack?

Masa:yup.Iloveyoutoo.

Sheremovedhishandsandshegottothe

ensuitebathroom.

Masa:Cool!Howlongareweherefor?



Hayden:Aweek.

Masa:Thisisgonnabeastressfreeweek.

Sherinsedthebathtubbeforesheputa

stopperandshefilleditwithwarm water.She

wassureshebroughtherbubblebathright?

Masa:Babethebubblebathinmybageteng?

Hayden:Inasec.

Hewalkedinsideandhandedittoher.He

shookhishead.

Hayden:SoIhavetosmelllikevanillaand

strawberry?

Masa:Justthisonce.

Shepoureditinthewaterandshemadefoam.



Shejustgotridofherclothesandslippedinside

thebathtub.SheclosedhereyesandHayden

justwalkedinsideholdinghisphone,heplaced

itadistancefrom thebathtub

Hegotinsidethebathtubsplashingthewater

onherfaceandsheopenedhereyes.

Masa:Ngng..ooh!

Shesaidasshelookedathim.

Hayden:Stopgawking,tlagakegoja.

Haydenpositionedhimselfbehindherandhe

placedhishandsonhertummy.

Masasighedcontentedlyandplacedherhead

onhisshoulder.

Whenthewaterwasstartingtogetcold,

HaydenlookedatMasawhoseemedtohave

fallenasleep.Hedidn'twanttowakeherupbut

therewasnowayhewasgoingtogetheroutof



thewaterwithoutherwakingup.

Heslowlyplacedherheaddownandtriedtoget

outofthewater.Sheopenedhereyesandhe

pickedherup.

Hayden:It'sokay.Youcansleepangel.

Sheclosedhereyesagainandhegotabig

towelandwrappeditaroundher.

Heplacedheronthebedandhewipedhimself

beforehegotonthebedandcoveredthem with

theblanket.

Thefollowingmorning

Haydenwokeupfirstandhelookedatherring

finger.Hedidn'tknowhowhewasgoingtopop



thequestion,Masa'smindwasalwaysmaking

upimpossiblescenariosandhewantedherto

feelspecialbutalsoforittobeaprivate

momentsinceshepreferredprivate.

Hegotoutofbedandwalkedtothewardrobe

wherehecheckedhissuitjacket.Hetookout

theringandhelditinhispalm.

Hesatonthebedandheldherhand.Heslipped

theringonherfingerandsnappedapicture

beforeheslippeditoffwhenshestartedto

murmurinhersleep.

Hayden:GuessIhavetobesmarterbecause

you'resmart.

Hewenttoputtheringbackbeforeheslept

nexttoherandpulledherclose.



AtTessa'sparentshouse

TessawaswokenupbyTia.

MaTessa:Letherbe,otswaUniversity.

Tia:Youdon'tletmesleeptilllate.

MaTessa:She'sfrom university,sheneeds

sleep.

Tessacoveredherheadwiththepillow.

Tessa:Tialistentomom,I'm from Uniand

you'rebeingalittlerascal.

Tia:Mom shecalledmearascal.

MaTessagotout.

MaTessa:Otlagobetsa,nnagakedi

tsene.(shewillbeatyou,I'm notgettinginvolved)



Tiainhaledashermotherwalkedout.She

wasn'tevendefendingher.

Tessa:Getoutofmtroom!Ineedtosleepgosh.

TiarolledhereyesgettingoutandTessacould

finallycatchuponhermuchneededsleep.Tia

wantedtodisturbthatnicepeacefulsleepof

hers.

.

.

*

*
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AtMaun

Masa'seyesflutteredopenasshefelttheother

sideofthebed.Empty.

Sheheardtherunningwateroftheshowerand

knewimmediatelythatitwasHayden.She

yawnedandstretchedherheavybody,feeling

theslightkicksofthebabethatwasinher

tummy.

Masa:Soon.

Shesaidandslowlygotoutofbed.Shewas

alreadynakedsoshejustwalkedtothw

bathroom whereshefilledthebathtub.

Hayden:Comejoinme.Iwon'tmakeyoustand

fortoolong.



Heknewhowherfeetwerealwaysswollenand

alsohedidn'twanthertoslipinthebathtub.

Masaclosedoffthewaterandtrottedtothe

showerwherehisshowergelfilledthespace,

mystifiedandall.

Hayden:Morning.

Hekissedherjawandsheslightlymovedher

facebacktoallowhim moreaccess.

Masa:Goodmorning.

Hayden:Howareyoutwo?

Masa:We'regood.

Haydenlatheredhisshowergelonthesponge

andhestartedtomoveitacrossyourback.

Masa:whyyours?

Hayden:Lastnightyoumademewallowinyour

vanillaandstrawberryscents.



Masa:Payback?

Hayden:Whateveryouwanttocallit.

Masa:Wedidn'ttalktothekidslastnight.

Hayden:IbroughtyouheretorelaxSunshine

okay?

Masa:Okay.

Whentheyweredone,hewalkedcloselybehind

herandsheopenedthewardrobe.

Hayden:Ihaveplansforthewholedayforus.

Masa:Oh.WhatshouldIwearthen?

HaydentookoutthedressandMasa'sjaw

dropped.

Masa:Italmostlookslikeaweddigdress.

Hayden:It'snot.



Masainspectedthestraplessdressthathada

blueleteiseanditfloweddownintwothick

layersofbluelacesimilartothecolourofthe

leteise.

Masa:How?When?

Hayden:Wearitlove,indulgeme.

Masa:Okay.

Sheworethedressasshewatchedhim get

readyandheworeashirtthathadcollars

matchingherdress.

Masa:Couplegoals.

Hayden:Callitwhatyouwant.

Sherolledhereyeslaughingasshelookedat

herhair.Shetiedherhairintoanicelowpuff

andshelaidheredges.



Masa:And?

Sheturnedtofacehim assheappliedclear

glossonherpinklipsstandingup.

Hayden'sbreathwasknockedoutfrom his

lungs.Shewasglowingalrightandshelooked

everyinchlikeapregnantbridethoughshe

didn'tknowitherself.

Masa:KanaIshoulddomyeyebrowsandapply

makeupsimilartothis?

Hayden:N-uhm you'reperfect.

Masa:Sure?

Henoddedandshepulledthedressupabit.

Fuck!Shewasgorgeousandthatdresswas

madeforheralright.

Hayden:WellIcan'twaittoshowyouoff.

Sheraisedaneyebrowandhegrinnedather

movingclosertillhishandswerewrapped

aroundher.Masahadtoadmitthathehad



reallystrongarmsandthem holdingherlike

that,hiscologneinvadinghersenses.Justhim

beinghim scaredherbecauseshestilldidn't

feelworthyofhisloveandshealwaysfeltlike

hewouldmeetsomeonebetterandtossher

asideaseasilyashedidwhenTessashowed

upinthepictureandshewouldbebroken,this

timeshewasgoingtobeleftshatteredin

piecesdarehedoessuchathing.

MeanwhileHayden'smindscrambledwith

ideas.Hedidn'tknowhowtopopthequestion

andifshewillagree,sometimeshesawthe

wayshelookedathim andhecouldtellshe

didn'ttrusthim.NotaftertheTessaincident.He

willearnbackhertrustthough.Heneededto.

AtFrancistown



Katsostaredathisphone.Masahadn't

respondedtohismessage.Hesighed.Heliked

herandherefusedtobackdown.

Hegotupfrom thechair.Heneededfreshair.

Toclearhismind.Whythehelldidn'thegether

friend'snumber,hecould'vebeenaskingfor

Masa'sdialsrightnow.

Bythetimehewasoutofthebuilding,hemade

hiswaytothecar.Maybehewasgoingtopark

itsomehwereintownandtakeastrollaround.

Soundedlikeamarvelousidea.

Letsowalkedoutofthestore,shehad

simmeredonwhatMasahadsaidabouther

startingabusinessandalsotryingtofurtherher

education.HowMasadidn'thateherstill

baffledher.



Shebumpedintoahardchestandmovedback,

holdingherphonecarefullysoastonotdropit.

Shelookedup.Thatguyfrom theotherday.

Katsosmiled.Hisancestorswerewithhim

alright.

AtMaun

HaydenheldMasa'shandastheywalkedtothe

boatcruise.

Masa:Asoddasitseems,I'veneverbeenon

onebefore.

Hayden:Wellwegettohavethreehoursto

ourselves.

Masa:Niice.

Hayden:Letmebeyourtourguide



mademoiselle.

Masasmiledasshemovedherfingerstoher

ear,forgettingthatshehadtiedherhairback.

Masanoticedthatthetablewascarefullyset

andtheyweren'texactlyalone,theydidneed

someonetoservethem.

Masa:Youplannedallofthis?

Hayden:Youdeservetobespoilt..

Theyfinallysatdownandtheboatstartedto

move.Shegiggledholdinghishand.

Masa:Wewon'tdrown?

Hayden:Havefaithinmewoman..(laughing)

Masa:It'stheboatIdon'ttrustMrSmith..

Haydenjustshookhisheadlaughingashe



removedthelidandMasa'smouthwatered.

Masa:Okay..Icandiginbut..

Shepickedthebottlethatwasonice.Sheread

thelabelandlookedathim withasmallthank

youthatshemouthed.

Hayden:It'snon-alcoholicyouknowthatright?

Masa:Youneverletmetouchit.

Hayden:Justfortodaybaby..

Masa:What'sthecelebrationfor?It'snoteven

noon.

Hayden:Iknowyou'renotusedtobeingspoiled.

Masa:Mxm.

Sheheardthecamerasnapandshelookedup

surprised.Shewantedtotalkasthemantook

photos.Wasn'theawaiter?



Haydengrinnedather.

Hayden:Let'seatbabe..

Shegrabbedherforkandknifeandatewhile

sheoccasionallyputitdowntoposeforthe

photos,shemightaswelllookgoodassheate.

Haydenpouredthenon-alcoholicwineinher

glassandhandedittoher.Masaswirledthered

liquidwhichwasbasicallyjuiceandshelifted

herglasstoHayden'sasthecamerashuttered.

Hayden:Tous..

Masa:Tous..

Theirglassesclinkedandheplacedhisglass

downtosoftlykissherlips,slowly,softlyand

Masacouldn'thelpbutmoaninhismouth.They

hadcompletelyignoredthemantakingphotos



ofthem.WhenHaydenbrokethekisshelicked

hislipsandheldherchinuplookingintoher

eyes.

Hayden:Kagorataautwe?(Iloveyouokay?)

Masa:Eerra(softly)

Hersoftvoicecaressedhim andthesubmissive

toneithadturnedhim on.Nomatterhowmuch

shetriedtoacttough,shewasjustsofthearted

andshelistened.Hesmiledslowlyasher

pupil'sdilated.

Thephotographerakathewaiterwhowasa

professionalphotographersnappedmore

photosastheywereintheirownlittlebubble.

Lovewasbeautifulandhim beingassignedto

snapphotosbyamanofMrSmith'scalibrewas

anhonour.



Whentheyfinallysnappedoutoftheirbubble

MasalookeddownsmilingandHaydensmiled

ather.Washerluckyorwashelucky?Asecond

chanceatloveagain?Hewasgoingtotakethis

onewithbothhands.

Hayden:Standupbabe..

Shedidandpickedupherwineglassasheheld

herfrom behindwithonehandandhisglass

withanotherastheystoodbytherails.They

watchedthewaterrippleandhekissedthetop

ofherhead.

Hayden:Enjoyingit?

Masa:Mhmm..andtheairissofresh,likeso

fresh..

Hayden:You'refresh.



Masa:Iknowwhatyou'rethinking..

Sheturnedtofacehim andhestoleanother

kiss.

Hayden:Havefunmybaby..

Heheldherneck.Suchatinyhumanbeing.

Hayden:AreyousureIdon'tcrushyouwhen

werehavingsex?

Masa:Dirtyminded..

Hayden:Answerthequestion.

Masa:You'reheavybutyoukeepmostofweight

offme..

Hayden:Warehowlongdostitchestaketoheal?

Masa:Ngng..

Hayden:Howlong?

Masa:6weeks..



Hayden:Well..

Hethoughtaboutit.

Masa:Whateveryou'rethinkingof,justforgetit.

Hayden:Calm down..

Masarolledhereyesasshewatchedthewater,

completelyateaseandrelaxedwiththisman.

AtFrancistown

Letso:Thankyou,Ishouldgetgoing.

Katso:CanIgetyournumber?

Letso:Sure.

Shegaveittohim andgotgoing.Katsogrinned.



NextstepwasgettingMasa'snumberbutthere

wassomethinginterestingaboutLetsotoo.

.

.

*

*

*
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AtMaun

Masaposedholdingthewineglassforsome

reallyniceshots.

Haydenallowedherthemomentforher



individualpicturesandshelookedhappyand

glowing.Hesmiledasthephotographer

stopped.

MasagrinnedatHaydenandhegavehera

thumbsup.Hissoontobewife.

Hethenjoinedherasheheldhertummyand

kissedit.

Hayden:Iloveyoutwookay?

Masa:Okay.

Anhourlatertheyweredoneandthe

photographerpromisedtosendthepicturesas

soonaspossible.

HaydenheldMasa'shandastheygotoutofthe

boat.



Hayden:Iwould'veaskedforapilottoflyusto

thedeltabutbecauseyouareheavilypregnant

mylove,I'm notriskingit.

Masa:Spoiler..

Hayden:We'lldoitsoon.Come.

Shequietlywalkedwithhim asheledhertothe

cartheycamewith.Shewonderedwhatother

activitieshehadplannedforthebothofthem.

Haydenquicklylookedatherringfinger.He

woulddothatsoon.

Laterthatday

Masaclosedhereyesastheymassagedher

back.Haydenlookedather.Itwassupposedto



besolelyherspadaybutsheinsistedtheydoit

togetherandforhim tokeephercompany.

Whenthemasseurwasdone,theyworetheir

gownsastheygottheirfacesdone.

Hayden:Afacemask?

Masa:Goodfortheskinbaby.Babepassmemy

phone.

HaydenhandedherherphoneandMasajust

checkedthetimebeforehandingitbacktohim

assheclosedhereyes.Thestaffleftthem

aloneintheroom andMasaopenedhereyes.

HaydenchuckledlookingatherandMasa

smiled.

Masa:Youlookweird.Handmemyphone.

Hedidsoandshestartedtakingpicturesofhim.

Hayden:Masa!



Masa:Youlookcuteinthat.

Hegotupandjustpickedherup.Theywalked

tothemirrorandshekeptontakingpictures.

Masa:Poseforthecamerababydaddy.

Hayden:Masawaseabagompieno.

Masalaughedandheheldherwaistandlooked

atherbutt.HejusthelditandMasarolledher

eyes.Heletgoofherandgothisphonefrom

thetableandhewentthroughhisplaylistand

hepickedthesong.

Masaturnedtolookathim.Shejusttooka

mirrorselfievideoasshedancedslowlyagainst

him andhelaughedholdingherbulgingwaist

Babymamasthisisisyoursong

Beingpregnantforwaytoolong



Nowtellthedjtoturniton

Ifsheyourbabymama,shegondothatmama

Ifshegoputitonyou,shegondothatbaby

mama

Shelaughedasshetriedtotwerkonhim as

heavyasshewasandHaydenlaughedgetting

hard.

Hayden:Masafotsek,ontshwarisanopa!

Masa:Yes,I'm pregnant!(singingalong)

Hayden:Ketshwerwekenopatlhemma

wena.(I'm horny)

Shelaughedandleanedbackagainsthim.She

almosttouchedhiafacewhensheremembered

hehadafacemaskonandshetouchedhis

shoulderinstead.

Hayden:Iloveyouokay?



Masa:Yessir.

Hayden:Afterthis,wearegoingouttoeatokay?

Thisisveryuncomfortable.

Masa:Butitdoesyourskinawholelotofgood.

Hayden:Thethingsyoupeopledo.

Masa:Niceright?(grinning)

Hayden:Weirdandunsettling.I'm neverdoing

thisfacemaskthingagain.

Masa:we'llsee.

Astheystoodlikethatfacingthemirror,

Haydenjustplacedhishandonherstomach.

Hebadlywantedtoknowthegenderbutmam

herewantedtobesurprised.Tadah!Shehad

said.

Hayden:Soafterthewe-

Hepausedrememberingthatshehadnoidea.



Masa:Afterwhat?

Hayden:Nevermind..

Thedooropenedandthebeauticianswalkedin.

Hayden:ThankGod.Theyneedtotakethisthing

off.

Masashookherheadlaughing.Haydenjust

walkedbacktothebed,handinhandwithMasa.

Hehadalotofsurprisesforasingledaythat's

forsure.

Oncetheyweredoneandalldressedupintheir

clothestheymadetheirwaytotheirroom and

Masahalfthrewherselfonthebed.

Masa:Weareeatinginorout?

Hayden:Out.

Masa:I'm tired..



Hayden:Indulgemethisonceokay?

MasanoddedasHaydenhelpedhertoherfeet

andwalkedtothewardrobewithher.

Masa:Idon'tknowwhatIshouldwearnow,this

tripcaughtmebysurprise.

Hayden:CanIsayIhaveyousortedmilady..

Masa:Whohelpedyou?

Hayden:Ishallneverrevealmysecrets,thatone

Ihaditspeciallydesignedforyou.

Masa:Ohman(gettingteary)

Hayden:Now,thisIsawinpassingandIthought

ofme.

Masa:Youthinkofme?

Hayden:Everydaylove.

HepickedthedressandMasahuggedhim.



Masa:It'ssobeautiful.Thanks.Helpmeoutof

thisone.

Shegavehim herbackandheunzippedit.He

ranhisfingersoverhersatinskinandshe

turnedtofacehim,standingonhertoesto

plantakissonhischeekbeforeshegotoutof

thedress.

Haydenchangedclothesashewatchedher

strugglewiththesidezip.Hehelpedher,

squeezingherbreatsabitandhejustheldher

chin.Hebitherlowerlipseductivelyand

chuckleddeeplybeforehelickedherlips.He

putaleashonhimselfandlookedintohereyes.

Masaswallowed.Therewasahiddendark

promiseinhiseyesandshewassureshedidn't

wanttoknowwhatitwas.Hetookastepback

andshebreathed.Shedidn'tevennoticeshe



hadstoppedbreathingandshejusttuckedher

hairback.Shehadfinallyfreeditfrom thetight

puff.

Hayden:Readytogo?

Masa:Uhm yeah.

Shetookherphoneandgavehim herhand

sincehewasdoingthewhiskingheraroundand

shehadnoideawheretheyweregoingtoeat.

Whentheywerealreadydown,Haydenledher

outtoasecludedareaandshecouldseethe

fairylightsatadistance.Hereallyknewhowto

makethingshappen.

Masagracefullywalkedbesideshim asshe

heardthesoftstrum oftheguitarorwasita

violin?Shewasn'tevensure,shehasnever



beengoodwithinstruments.

Whentheywalkedcloser,shesawmanymore

lightsandatablespeciallysetupfortwoandit

waselegant.Hedidn'thavetospendsomuch

onherreally.Shelookedupathim asherlips

parted,shewantedtosaysomethingbutshe

didn't.Ithadasimplicitytoit,justsoftmusic

playinginthebackgroundandthetable.Hidden

from people,itofferedprivacytoo.

Haydenpulledthechairbackandshesatdown.

Shegavehim asoftsmileandHaydensatdown

oppositeher.

Hayden:It'sstillnon-alcoholic.

Masa:Yohyoh!It'syourchildmme.

Hayden:AndIlovemychildtooforyour

information.



MasasmiledasHaydenliftedthelidandshe

smiledathim.

Masa:Arewegoingtohaveicecream?

Hayden:Babe..

Masabattedhereyelashesathim andheface

palmed.

Masa:Iguessthat'sayes..

Halfwaythroughthedinner,thepeopleplaying

instrumentswhom Masacouldn'tseechanged

thetuneandshecouldhearthemalevoice

singing.ShelookedatHaydenashehelpedher

uponherfeet.

Hayden:Adancewithaprettylady.

Mass:Oneofmyfavouritesongs..

Heheldherwaistandsheplacedherheadon

hischestastheunseenmalesangShawn

Mendes'Wonder.



Haydenwhisperedsoftlyinherearasthey

sharedtheintimatejokes,withMasagigglingin

between.Wasthislovetrueandpureorwasita

figmentofherimagination?Willhewakeupand

decidethatheisboredofher?Sheasked

herselfastheydanced.Thesongendedandthe

softguitarplayedasoftmelody.Haydenheld

herhandsandkissedthem.

Hayden:Babe?

Masa:Hmm?

Hayden:Iknowatsomepointofourrelationship,

Ididyouwrong.Ihurtyou,fuck!Youlandedin

hospitalbecauseofme..

Masabitherlowerlipandheldbacktears.

Hayden:angelIknowIhurtyouandafterthe

hurtfulthingsIsaidtoyou,youforgaveme.Hell

youdidn'tevenconsideranabortionthoughI

actedlikethebastardyoucontinuouslysaidI



wasandtookmeback.Babe..

Heheldherchinandlookedintohereyes,

seeingunshedtears.

Hayden:BabeIloveyou,IthoughtIwouldnever

loveagainbutthenyoucamealong.Iwas

scaredtoloveagainbecausewhatIloveis

alwaystakenawayfrom me,myfatherand

ReginahandIwantedtoloveyoufrom a

distance,Idon'tknowifIwasprotectingmeor

hurtingmyselfmorebutifIdon'ttryhowsure

wasIgoingtobethatyouweretheone?

Masa'sbreathhitchedinherthroatasherheart

beatirregularlyinherchestandshetriedto

breathstilllookingathim.Aheartbeatskipped

betweenthebothofthem andHaydenslowly

wentonhisknees.Bothofthem,notthe

traditionalwayofbeingononeknee.Hetook

outtheringcaseandlookedatMasawhohad



herhandsoverhermouthwithtearsstreaming

downherface.Shewassuchacrybaby.He

mused.Hiscrybabyheguessed.

Heopenedthecaseandthediamondring

sparkledinthemoonlight.

Hayden:Bemywife,allowmetopromiseyou

betterorworse.Tobemypeace.Ibrokeyour

heartbutI'llputitbacktogetherforaslongasit

takes...

Thesecondthatpassedbetweenthem seemed

likeeternitybeforeMasasobbedsoftlywithher

handonhermouth.Shewasn'texpectingthat.

Neverexpectedmarriagefrom him.Sheloved

him.Toomuchshemused.Sheextendedher

handandHaydensmiled.Reliefwashed

throughhim andheslippedthe24kgoldand

diamondringonherfinger.Hekissedherhand



andstoodup.

Theysharedanemotionalhugasshecriedon

hischest.

Masa:Youwantme?Makeawifeoutofa

personpeoplecalledawhore?

Haydenrubbedherback.Sheneededtherapy

too.

Hayden:Youarenotangel.Youarenotokay?

Thankyou,Iloveyouokay?

Shenoddedassheheldontohim fordearlife.

Thefollowingmorning

Haydenwokeupfindingherringhandsplayed

overhistattooedchest.Hechuckledand

lookedather,watchingherbreathingsoftlywith



slightlypartedlips.Hegrabbedhisphoneand

justtookapictureofherhandoverhischest

andhechuckled.

Masaturnedandopenedhereyes.Herubbed

herchin.

Hayden:Exhausted?

Masanoddedassheturnedandplacedher

headonhischest,fallingbacktosleep.

Haydenjustpostedthatparticularpictureofher

handoverhischestonFacebookwiththe

captionbeing'Shesaidyes Officiallyoffthe

market'

HeplacedhisphoneawayandlookedatMasa.

Hehopedthisonewasn'tgoingrotakenaway

from him bytheclutchesofdeath.



AtTessa'sparents

Tessawentthroughhersocialmediaand

pausedseeingHayden'slatestpost.Hejust

postedahandwithonehellofanexpensive

ringoverhischest.Justthatonlypictureandno

face.Shedidn'tknowwhatthatfeelingwasbut

shequicklyburieditandshewenttothe

commentssection.Ithadbeenpostedtwo

hoursagoandthereweremorethanahundred

commentsonit.

Shereadthecommentsandshewassurprised

seeingthenamesofsomeofthepeopleshe

hadtocometoknowasthebiggestplayersin

Botswana'seconomy.

RebabediKgosi:Mshianame

MaduoRebaKgosi: ♀Aweddingtoattend.

Congratspartner.



DanielTaylor:Ehekethegroom and

businessmanoftheyear.

AngelSethunyaRomano: AnItalianwedding?

Justasuggestion ♀

LefikaMason: kanteweren'tyou

single?waitsemenaretricky.

BlairSmith: TellherIwanttoseeher.Sheis

verytrickythatone,Ijustaword.

CaneSmith:MrsSmith Dudecanweseeher,

wedon'twanttoseehowexpensiveyourringis

Mr.

Tessawantedtotypeacongratulatory

messagebutshestoppedherself.Shepaused

seeingMasa'scomment,foramomentshehad

thoughtitwasMasabutthattimeHaydenhad

assuredherthattheywerejustco-parenting.

Masa: Congratulationsbigguy.Sheisone



luckylady 

ShepausedandwenttoMasa'sprofile.She

sawthenewdpandsheclickedonit.Shehad

postedapictureofherselfholdingawineglass

onacruise.Shewaspregnant.Anotherpartof

herfeltguiltyfortheabortionbutsheknewshe

wasn'treadyforababy.Masalookedso

beautifulandshewasglowing.Shedidn'tseea

ringonherhand.

Shereadthecaption.

' Ee,bundleofjoyisontheway.Thishas

beenapeacefulpregnancy.Difficultatfirst

becausesomethingtraumatichappenedtoo .

MovingforwardithasbeenveryintimateandI

stoppedgoingtotheoffice,justfocusedon

familyandclosefriendswhohavebeenwithme

throughthispregnancy.



mymotherisstillgoingtokillmeifshe

daresseesthispost,shestilldoesn'tknowwho

thebabydaddyisandI'm surprisedIkeptit

from them.Myparentshavebeenmysupport

system from dayoneandtoTilythee

godmother.Alwaysthere.Babydaddythank

you andfortendingtomyneeds.Wellseeyou

guysontheflipside.'

Shewasgorgeous.Shealsosawherpost

shortlyafterthepregnancyphoto.

' Babydaddywon'tbepostedtillfurther

noticeandlonababoIknewit,calm down le

tlalowa'

TessagotoffFacebookandsighed.Shelaidon

hertummyandwenttoherYouTubetowatch



videos.

AtMaun

HaydenandMasalaidonthecouchasshe

cuddledintohim.Haydenkissedthetopofher

headasshepickedwhichmovietowatch.

Hayden:MrsSmith?

Masaslowlylookedathim,itwasweirdtohear

him callherthatbutinagoodway.

Hayden:IlovethatandIloveyou.

Masa:Iloveyoumorebaby..

.

.
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AtTheOffice

Haydenplacedthefamilypicturebackonhis

deskashisPAwalkedin.

Hayden:MorningLuna.

Luna:MorningSir,yourschedulehasbeen

clearedfortheweekend.

Hayden:Isshearound?

Luna:No.HRsaidsheaskedforanunpaidleave.



HaydennoddedanddismissedLunawho

walkedaway.Shestillhadafewthingstowrap

upthisside.Thekidswerewiththenannyso

theyneededtogotoSerowefortheirbride.He

smiledalonespinninginthechair.Maybehe

hadafewhourstospareintheofficeandwrap

upeverythingbeforeheleft.

AtSerowe

Masasatdownonthebedassheturnedthe

ringonherfinger.Shewasfidgetingandshe

didn'tknowifeverythingwasgoingtogo

accordingtoplan.Shestraightenedthedress

shewaswearingasshestoodupandlookedat

herselfinthemirror.Itwasn'ttootightwasit?

Sheneededtorespecteveryone.Shecanbea

wifeeventhougheveryonedoubtedher.Her



doekwastiedsmartlywithnoinchofher

Brazilianweaveshowingthoughshewantedthe

strandstoshowsothatshecanbefashionable

orshewilldothatwhentheytakeherto

Bobonong?Maybe.

Thedooropenedandhermotherwalkedin.

MaMasa:Youlookbeautifulbutyoudon'thave

tolooksobridey,ifthatwordexists.Yourin-

lawsarecomingtomorrow,breathbaby.

Masa:Borakgadibagore...

MaMasa:Tohellwiththem,baokebaloi.

SheremovedMasa'sdoekandletherhairflow

downherbackandshesmiled.

MaMasa:Batho,thebabymadeyouglowmore.

Masa:Mybabiesbathong.Ishouldcheckon

them.



MaMasa:Don'tpanic,rememberyourhearttoo.

Masasuckedindeepbreathes.

MaMasa:Wedon'twanttoloseyoubaby.

Masa:I'm good.Letmegohelp,Ishouldgohelp

right?

Shekissedhermother'scheekandwalkedout.

Hermothershookherhead.Sheonlyhopedher

husband'ssisterswon'tsabotagethisforher

babygirl.Thatwasheronlywish.

AsMasasteppedoutside,thesunhittingher

supple,clearandyellowskinherphonerang.

Shecheckedtheskirtpocketsandtookher

phoneout.

Masa:Hello.

Tily:Heythere,howareyoufeeling?



Masa:Apanickingmess.

Tily:Breath.Breath.

Masa:Kanamolapengborakgadiledicousin...

Tily:BreathHayden'sangel.Breath.Itwillallgo

aspromised.

MasaIpraytoGoditdoes.Ihavetogosis,love

youandbhe.

Tily:Bye.

Masawalkedtothebackofthehousewhere

hercousinswerestartingthefire.Shelookedat

hermanicuredhandsandhernailsbeforeshe

claspedthem.

Masa:CanIhelpwithanything?

Herolderaunt'sdaughterrolledhereyes.

Masa:KesacanIhelp?

Kesa:Asifweneedyourhelp,akereolekgarabe



wena.

OneofhercousinselbowedherandKesarolled

hereyes.

Her:That'snotnice.

Kesa:Buttrue..

Masajustdecidedtoslipaway.Maybeshe

shouldbeintheroom andstayawayfrom

everything.Foreveryone'ssake.Assheleft

thereweremumursandtheothercousins

lookedatKesa.

Kesa:Sheisgone,ifshewantedtohelpshe

could'vemadeherselfuseful.

Cousin1:Kesaisright.

Theotheroneshookherhead.

Cousin2:Idon'tevenknowwhatMasadidto



youguys.

Kesa:Whatever.

Theotherthreecousinskeptquietandwent

abouttheirwork.

Masa'sphonerangandshesmiled.

Masa:Babe..

Hayden:How'smyangeldoing?Iknowyou

crackunderpressurebutbabekeepitall

togetherokay?

Masa:I'm trying.

Hayden:Okayangel.Iloveyouokay?

Masa:Iloveyoumore.

Hayden:Imissyou.

Masa:Patienceokaylove?

Haydensighed.



Hayden:Okaybabe.Bye.

Hehungupandlookedatthepictureonce

again.Hefoundhimselfsmilingalonebitinghis

lip.Hecouldn'twaittoholdthattinybodyinhis

handsandmaybeifshepermits,finallyslide

intoherwarmness.Hewassureshewastight

ashelldownthere,it'sbeenawholefucking

yearandhehasbeenreallypatient.Likereally

patient,forher.

LunaopenedthedoortoHayden'soffice.

Luna:Sirthereissomeonelookingforyou,she

insistedandIto-

ThepersonwalkedrightpastLunaandsaton

hisofficechair.HaydendismissedLunaashis

mindnoteddowntowarnLunatonotlet



anythingofthissorthappenagain.Hayden

leanedbackonhischairanddeliveredaheart

stoppingsmirk.Hisshirtwasfoldedback

revealinghisveins,tattoosandobviouslyone

couldseehowfithewas.Bufferthanthelast

timethepersonhadseenhim.

Hayden:TowhatdoIowethisvisit?

.

.
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*
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AtHayden'soffice

Haydenwaitedforhertospeakbutshe

swallowedabit,takinginhowgoodhelooked

injustaspanofasingleyear.Themoreshe

attendedtherapy,themoreshehadcometo

realiseshelovedhim andthatshetriedtkact

indifferentbecauseofhewas.Whohewasto

thepersonwhowasbornwithherheart.

Tessa:Hi.

Hayden:Hello,canyougetstraighttothepoint?

Sheguessedthatmaybeherpushinghim away

from hischildrenhadbeenabadideaorMasa

hadtoldhim?Sheforgavehersoeasily.

Tessa:Icametoapologise.

Haydennodded.

Tessa:Iknowwhoyouare,uhm I'm sorrythat



myparentsstoleReginah'sheart.IfIknew,I

would'venotwanteditbecauseitwasillegally

obtained.Iguessthat'swhyyoubrokeupwith

me?

Hayden:Tessa?

Tessa:Rra?

Hayden:It'snotyourfault.Youwereachildand

yourparentsare..welladults,theyknewbetter.

Youshouldn'tevenbeapologisingontheir

behalf.Theyknewwhattheyweredoing.

Tessa:Butstill...

Hayden:AndIdidn'tbreakupwithyoucauseof

theheart.Ihadmyreasons.Wewerenot

compatible.

Tessapushedherhairbackandsmiled.

Tessa:Iwentthroughtherapythispastyear,

uhm Irediscoveredmyselfagainandcametoa

fewrevelationsaboutmyself.



Hayden:AndIshouldknowbecause?

Tessasuckedinabreath.Shehadthoughtthis

through,shelookedathisringhandandthere

wasnoring.Eversincethatengagementpost,

therehavebeennoposts.Evenofthe

anonymousfiancee.

Tessa:IcametorealisethatIactuallydolove

you.Isawmywrongs.Iwastooblindedbyrage

andsomeothermentalissuesIwon'tmention.

Haydensighed.

Hayden:Don'tdothistoyourselfTessa..

Hestoodupasheputhishandsinhispockets.

Tessa:HaydenIthoughtaboutitandIgenuinely

do.Thepastyearandfewmonthswe'vebeen

apart,Igrewup.

Hayden:IhaveawomanIgenuinelylove,



wholeheartedly.

Tessastoodupandpulleddownhertightskirt

walkinguptoHayden.Shewassurprisedshe

hadgainedalittleheighttoobutshecould

neverbeentallerthanhim.Hiscologneenticed

herasitwrappedaroundherlikewarm velvet.

Tessa:Tellmeyoucan'tgiveusachanceagain..

Withthatshekissedhim andbeforeshecould

deepenitheheldherback.

Hayden:I'm tryingtobeniceTessa,Ihavea

womanIlove.

Tessa:Hayden!

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Ifyouthinkusingsexagainstmewill

work,trustmeitwillwork.Iwillfuckyoulikea

whoreagainsttheofficewalls,onmytableand

stilldisposeyoulikeaslutbecausethat'swhat



sidechicksdowantright?Thengobacktomy

wifeandkeepyouhiddenlikeadirtysecret.I

lovemywifeverymuchandI'm innopositionto

killherwithshenanigans.

Heletgoofherhandsandsherubbedher

wrists.Sheswallowedherprideandlookedat

him.

Tessa:Whatif?Haydenlistentome..

Hayden:NowyouwanttobedelusionalTheresa,

I'm amarriedman.Whatwehadendedmore

thanayearago.Stopgraspingonstraws.

Tessaslumpedonthechairandlookedat

Hayden.

Tessa:WhatifI'm tobecomeyoursecondwife?

HaydenstoodstillandlookedatTessa.



AtSerowe

Masalaidonherbackasshewentthroughher

baby'spictures.Hewassuchacutethingand

herworstfearhadbeenconfirmed.He100%

lookedlikeHayden.

Masadecidedtocallthenannywhoanswered

immediately.

Nanny:Helloboss..

Masa:Hey,canyougivethekidsthephone.

Nanny:Ofcoursema.

ShewalkedupthestairsandhandedSmithJr

thephone.

Masa:Hello...

SmithJr:Hellomom,wearebehaving..



Masalaughed.Whenhesaidthathewantedto

coverhistracks.

SmithJr:I'm withthebaby..

Hesaidgentlyfightinghim offashetriedto

takethephonefrom him.

Masa:Whereareyoursisters?

SmithJr:PlayinginAvery'sroom.

Masa:Don'tlethim getthephone,hewillthrow

itagainstthewall.

SmithJr:Hewasfinewhenhewasreallyreally

smallbuthecriedalottoo.

Masalaughed.

Masa:Bathong!I'llcomehomesoonokay?

SmithJr:Okay.Loveyou.

Masa:Iloveyouguysmore.

ThenannymadeherwaytoAvery'sroom and



handedthem thephone.Theysquealedasthey

spoketotheirmother.Masalaughed.These

kidsgaveherlife.Shewasn'tgoingtowaste

anypreciousmomentwiththem.

Masa:Iloveyoumylovies,Iwillcalllater

okay?mommylovesyouguys.Bye.

Shehungupandlaidonherback.Okay.This

wasgoingtogoaccordingtoplan.Yeah.

AtHayden'sOffice

Haydenbrokethesilenceandlaughed.

Hayden:Tessagobacktotherapyplease.

Tessa'sheartbrokeintotinypieces.Hedidnot

justsaythat.

Hayden:Foryoursanity.Focusonschoolandlet



theadultsdowhattheydobest.Youseethe

womanI'm marrying?Idon'tdeserveeveryinch

ofherandI'dbedamnedifIbreakheragain..

Tessacouldfeelandseethewayhespokeof

her.Thewayhiseyeslitwhenhementionedthe

womanhewasmarrying.Oneshedidn'tknow.

Shedidnotknowhernordidheofferhername

orletitslip.

Tessastoodupwithasadface.

Tessa:ThinkaboutitHayden.

Hayden:Getout!

Shequicklygotoutbeforehelosthistemper

andsheclosedthedoorbehindher.Sheleaned

againstitandbreathedinandout.Thathad

beenverybraveofher.

Shewalkedawaypullingdownherskirtand



tooktheelevatordown.Shemust'vegottenthe

PAintrouble.

MeanwhileasTessawalkedoutofthebuilding,

aladyinasunhatwalkedinandTessapaused

beforeshakingherheadandwalkingaway.She

hadprobablyreadtoomanyfairytalesgrowing

up.

Thewomanaskedatthereceptionaspolitely

asshecouldandshewasanswered.Shetook

theelevatorandtriedtomemorisewhatthe

receptionistsaid.Shehadliedaboutherbeing

hereforameeting.

Theelevatorstoppedandshesteppedout.She

sawtheofficeanditstoodoutanyway.



Sheknockedonthedoorandopenedbeforehe

saidopen.

Hayden:Lu-

Haydenpausedashelookedathecursedunder

hisbreath.Hisdaycouldn'tgetanyworsecould

it?

Hayden:Wena?GetthefuckoutbeforeIcall

security.

Her:HaydenbutI'm you...

Hayden:Yei,yei...Idon'tcare..move.

Theroarofhisvoiceshookherasherfragile

heartbeatinherchest.

Hayden:BeforeIcounttofiveyoushouldbeout

andtrustmeIwillkillyouwithmybarehandsif

Istillseeyourfaceinmyoffice.Lantlwaela

waitse!



Shequicklygotoutandfelldownasshe

scrambledtotheelevatorbreathinghard.

Haydensuckedabreath.RightnowMasa'ssoft

handsinhishairwoulddobecausethisday

turnedshittyrealfast.Maybeheshouldget

goingrightnow.

Hepackedhisstuffinthebagandhepickedhis

phoneup.Ifhecalledher,shemightpickup

from hisvoicethatheisstressedandshewas

alreadystressedenoughasitis.

Laterthatevening

Masa'sphonerangassheatewiththefamily.

ShelookedateveryoneandKesarolledher

eyes.



Masa:Excuseme,Ihavetotakethis.

Shepickedherphoneupandwalkedtothe

bedroom.

Masa:Hey..

Hayden:Helloangel,I'm outside.

Masa'seyeswidened.

Masa:Youknowtheru-

Hayden:Rulesaremeanttobebroken.Ineed

youangel.Please.

Itwasthepleasethattoreatherheartstrings.

Masa:Givemetenminutesgotswakaplanee.

Hayden:Alright.Iloveyou.

Masa:Iloveyoumore.



Masawalkedbacktothetable.

Masa:uhm,IthinkI'llhaveanearlynight.

Shesaidpickingherhalffilledplatetakingitto

thekitchen.Shescrappedthefoodofftheplate

intothedustbinbeforeshewashedit.Her

motherwalkedinandshepretendedtoyawnas

shestretchedherbody.

Masa:Soaahti-tired(fakeyawning)

MaMasa:Sleep,tomorrowisgoingtobealong

day.

Masayawnedagainbeforesayingthanks.She

walkedtoherbedroom andshelookedaround.

Shewalkedtothewardrobeandpickedoutthe

oldteddybear.

Masa:Thiswilldo...ohGodbewithme!

Shesaidassheworeagownoverherpyjamas,

itwasabitchillyoutsidesoshewillbeokay.



Sheplacedtheteddybearinsidetheblankets

andcoveredit,makingsuretoswitchoffthe

lightstoo.Masawalkedtothewindowsand

therewerenobars.

Masa:Perfect.

Sheopenedthewindowandthecoolbreeze

blewthehairstrands.Shealmostleftherphone

butshewalkedbackandslippeditinhergown

pocket.

Sheslippedonelegout,whenwasthelasttime

shedidthis?Alongtimeagowhensheusedto

gooutforpartieswhenshewashere.Shewas

young,wildandreckless.

Whenshehadsafelygotoutusingthewindow

shewalkedtothegateandcarefullyopenedit.

Theyweregoingtoputapadlockonitlaterand

shewassurewhateverHaydenhadtosay



wouldbeover.

Shedialedhisnumberasshewalkedaway

from theiryard.

Masa:Whereareyou?

Haydenflashedhiscarlightsandshewalked

towardsthatdirection.Shegottothecarand

thedoorwasopenedforher.Shegotinsideand

theairwaswarm.

Masa:Hey(softly)

Hayden:Hey.Ibookedintoaguesthouse,mind

ifIdrivethere?

Masa:Sure.

Hayden:Thankyouforcoming.

Hewasabouttostartthecarwhensheplaced

herhandonhis.

Masa:What'swrong?Smithtalktome.



Hersofttouch.Sosoft.Hepickedherhandand

squeezeditbeforekissingit.

Hayden:We'lltalkwhenwereachacomfortable

placeokayangel?

Masa:Okay.

Hayden:You'rebeautiful.

Masasmiled.

Masa:Flatterywillgetyounowheremylove.

Hefinallysmiledandkissedherhandagain.He

heldontoherhandashedrove,lookingatitand

kisisngiteverynowandthen.

.
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AtSerowe

Haydendroveforagood20minutesbeforehe

parkedhiscaroutsidethesmallguesthouse.

Sincehewasgoingtohavetoreturnherback

home.

Theygotoutofthecarandhechuckledholding

herwaist.

Hayden:Pyjamaslove?

MasashruggedasHaydenpressedthe

intercom andthegateopened.Theywalked



insideandheopenedthedoor.Henoddedhis

headseeingthereceptionist.Hewalkedtothe

room andslippedthekeyoutofhispockets.He

ledherinsidetheroom.Masalookedaround.

Hayden:Thiswasthebiggesttheyhad.Areyou

hungry?

Masa:I'm okayfornow..

Hayden:Okay.

HesuckedinadeepbreathandlookedatMasa.

Hedidn'tdeserveherdidhe?Hewasafucked

upsoulandhehasdonealotofbadthings,

thingsthatwouldruntheriskofruininghim.He

hadbloodonhishandsandhedidn'tdeservean

angellikeher.Standinghere,hefiguredthathe

alsodidn'tdeserveReginahtoo.

Masawalkedclosetohim andplacedher



handsonhischeek.Therewassomething

aboutthesoftnessofhertouch.

Masa:Heybigguy,talktome..

Hewrappedhislargearmsaroundherasshe

leanedintohim.

Hayden:Thankyouforcoming.

Masa:Youneededme,forworseorforbetter

love.

Haydenplacedhischinontopofhisheadas

theday'seventsflashedinhishead.Thingshe

hadlearnedtolivewaypastanditsurfaced.

Thewomanwhosinglehandedlycrushedinto

Reginah'scarandtheonewhohasherstolen

heart.Andlikehehadbeenavoidingthinking

toomuchaboutReginahbecauseitgottohim.

Masaplacedherhandsonhischestandlooked

upathim.



Masa:Somethingiswrong,talktome.You

alwaysforcemetotalkwhenIdon'twant

to..Comesitdown.

Sheheldhishandandshesatonthebed

makinghim sitonthecarpet.Sheplacedher

legsoneithersideofhisshouldersandranher

handsinhishair.Shefelthim relaxunderher

touchandshecontinueddoingthat.

Masa:Babywhat'swrong?

Haydensighedasheheldherwrists.

Hayden:Idon'twanttostressyou,your

presenceisenough..

Masajustheldhissharpjawandliftedhishead

andlookedathim.

Masa:Iwon'tbeokaytomorrowifyoudon'ttell

me.



Hayden:Todaywascrazy.

Masa:I'm listening.

Haydenwentontotellhertheeventsoftoday,

omittingthepartwhereTessaattemptedto

kisshim.Hedidn'twanttomakeMasaupset.

Masa:Sheisout?

Henodded.

Masamassagedhisshouldersgently.

Masa:Howdoesitmakeyoufeel?You'renot

beingentirelyhonest..

Hayden:Idon'twanttofeelagain..

Masa:Talkingthroughithelpsalotdarling.

Haydensighedstandingupasheranhishand

throughhishair.Masastooduptooashe



walkedacrosstheroom.

Hayden:Thepaincamebackandithurtlikehell

Masa,thehollowachethatItrytoignorehurts

sobadIfeellikeI'm goingtosink..

Masa'sheartcrackedhearinghiscrackeddeep

voice.Hehasneverreallycriedoranythingfor

aslongassheknewhim..

Haydencoveredhisfacewithhishands.Tessa

withReginah'sheart,thewomanwhoendedhis

wholelifelineinasinglecarcrushandtookhis

children'smotherevenbeforetheyknewher..

Ithurtsomuch,hebithisinnercheektillhefelt

bloodandhefelthersmallhandswraparound

him ashiseyesburned.

Masa:Youdon'thavetoexplain,Iunderstand.

Hayden:I'm okay,I'vebeenokaythesepast



years..

Hesaidtryingtoconvincehimselfthathewas

fine.

Masa:You'renot..babyyou'renotfine..comesit.

Hayden:I'm good.I'llgetovermyself..

Heblinkedbackthetearsthatburnedhiseyes.

Hehasn'tcriedaboutthisinyears.Itshouldn't

hurtlikethis.

Masajustledhim tothecouchandsatdown,

forcinghim tositdown.Heplacedhisheadon

herlapandjustrubbedhischeek.

Masa:It'sokayifit'soverwhelming.It'sa

traumaticexperiencethatwillalwaysbethere..

Hayden:I'vebeenokay(teary)

Masa:Thereisnoneedtoputupthewalls

aroundme..



Shejustrubbedhisbacktoo,soothinghis

heavyheary,softlyasshewouldachildashe

inhaledhersoftness.Masajusthummeda

song,itseemedsadandherhumssofttheygot

tohim asthetearsrolleddownhischeeks.

Masadidn'tseem tomind,shecontinued

hummingsoftlyforsometimetillsheheardhis

sobs.Hedidn'twantpity,justsomeonetobe

thereforhim,sheunderstoodthathispainhit

him outofnowherewithhismothercoming

back,amotherhehasn'tseeninyears.Thesole

causeofhispain,itwasboundtohappenand

rightfullyso.

Hisqueitsobsbrokeherheartasshehummed

softlythough.Shehadafeelingsopeculiarthat

thispainwouldbeforevermore.Itwas

somethingthaywasn'tgoawayonhispartand

shestoppedhummingsuckinginadeepbreath.



Knowingthatanytime,thehollowfeelingwill

dwellinhisheart,catchinghim bysurpriseand

hetakestheroaddownmemorylane,hurting

more.

Sheresumedherhummingrubbinghisbackas

histearssoakedhergown.Sheplacedherhead

onhisback.

AtTessa'sparents

TessawentthroughHayden'stimelineforthe

fifthtimeeversinceshelefthisoffice.Tears

blindedher,shehadn'tbeenalittledemonto

him tooright?

Therewasnophotoofhiswifeandmaybehe

hadsaidthattokeepheroff,mostpeople



marrywithinayearandhedidn'thavearingon

hisfinger.Hehadthemoneytomarry.Andshe

jadactuallydoneherresearchonpolygamy,it

waslegalifdoneatthetraditionalcourts.

Sheplacedherphonedownandjustthought

aboutit.Shedidn'twanttotexthim,shestill

hadhisnumberorwasithersabotagibgheart

thatyearnedforhim?Shethoughtaboutitbut

shehaslearnedtodifferentherrealemotions

from whattheheartwantsthispastyearandit

washerwhowantedhim.

Shewipedhertearsandsighed.Sheshould

moveon.Heck,shetrieditafewmonthsago

andthefunnythingwasthatshecomparedhim

toHayden.Shehadfoundherself

unconsciouslysayingHaydenneverdidthisand

thatandhedidthis...



Shestoodupandwalkedtothewindowand

watchedthedarknesscoveringthecityas

everyonesleptandherrestlessnessstill

keepingherawake.

Attheguesthouse

Masawatchedhim closehiseyesandshe

contemplatedwhethertogobackhomeornot.

Shewasabouttostandupandheopenedhis

eyes.Helookedatherandsheheldhischeek,

feelinghis5O'clockshadow.

Hayden:Staythenight..

Shejustnoddedandtheystoodup,walkingto

thebed.Heremovedhisclothesandwasleftin

hisboxersbeforehepeeledthewarm blankets



andtheysettledin.

Hejustheldhertightly,hishugehandslipping

underneathhergownandpyjamashirt.The

warm spacebetweenherbreastsbeingwhere

hesettledhishand.Masalethim andheclosed

hiseyes.Hopingthagshewon'tbetakenaway

from him.LikehisfatherandReginah,atthe

handsofthewomanhehadfailedtobelieve

birthedhim yethurthim inwaysthathehimself

failedtohealfrom.

.
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Thefollowingmorning

Attheguesthouse

MasawokeupfirstwithHaydenholdingher

tightly.Tearsblindedherassheranherfingers

onhisarm.Sheknewshemightgetintrouble

athomebutHaydenneededherandhewasthe

actualreasonwhytheyweregoingtobepeople

askingforherhandinmarriage.

Heopenedhiseyesandsmiled.

Hayden:Hey.

Masa:Morning.Areyougood?

Hesuckedinabreathandjustkissedher



forehead.

Hayden:Better.Thankyou.

Shecuddledmoreintohim andhesmiled.It

wasn'thisusualsmilethatreachedhiseyes.

Hayden:Idon'tdeserveyou.Angelslikeyou...

Masakissedhim alloverhisfacetillhe

chuckled.

Masa:Neversaythatlove.Iloveyoubigguy..

HaydenfinallylaughedasMasakeptkissinghis

wholeface.

Hayden:I'm gladyoudon'thavelipstickonyour

lips.

Masa:Itwould'vemadeitbetter.

Hayden:Iwantyoutostayhereforawhile

longerbuttheyaregoingtocomplainright?

Masa:It'sokay,Iwanttomakesureyou'reokay.



I'm usedtobeingcallednamesanywaysoit

won'tmakeanydifference.

Haydenfrowned.Hewantedtodelvemoreinto

thatwhenshekissedhislips.

Masa:Aftertheformalitiessimmerdown,we'll

talkakere?

Hayden:YesMrsSmith,we'lldefinitelytalk.I

guessIshouldletyougonow?

HesaidpoutingandMasalaughed.

Hayden:You'relikealittledollinmyhandsand

warm too.Weshouldprobablygetupthough.

Hejustturnedthem,makingherlayontopof

him.

Hayden:Howlongforthem tofinishsothatI

canwhiskmywifeaway?



Masa:I'm notsurean-

Thatwaswhenitregisteredthathesaidwife.

Haydenkissedherlipsandsmiled.Hejustheld

herandgotoutofbed.

Hayden:Weshouldgetyouhomebeforethey

noticedon'tyouthink?

Masa:Yeah..

Heputherdownonherfeetandquicklygot

dressedupbeforepickinguphiscarkeysand

walkingoutwithher.

AtMasa'sparents

AdoorknocksoundedonMasa'sdoor.

MaKesa:Masa?



Therewasnoresponse.Ifonlythisgirlknew

theyweredoingherafavour.Afterallher

whoringshegetstohaveahusband?

Shetriedtoopenthedoorbutitwaslocked.

Shesighedandwalkedawayfrom thedoor.She

shouldgetupsoonandgerreadybeforeshe

embarrassesherselfbeforeherinlaws.

Kesajustsatintheroom lookingatherselfin

themirror.Masahadbeentheunrulychildand

noweverythingwentwellforher.Shegotto

studyabroad,gotajobthemomentshe

graduated,fellpregnantandisgettingmarried

intomoney.Whywasitthatthevilliansgotthe

goodthings?Shehadmadeithertasktobethe

perfectdaughterandhermotherusedherasan

exampleforgoodbehavior.Masa'sbehaviour

wasneveronepeopleusuallyspokeofbuthere

theywere.Hermagadinegotiationsaboutto

takeplace.



Thebookslied.Thegoodgirlnevergotiteasily.

Shehadspentmorethanayearlookingfora

jobandshehadn'tfoundone.Pridehad

stoppedherfrom askingMasatoo.Shemight

feelasifsheowedhersomething.Sherolled

hereyesasshedidhermakeup.Maybeshewill

bebeautiful.Morethanthesocalledbride

herselfandHaydenwillseethathemadea

mistake,Masaisnothingbutawhore.Just

becauseshehadmoneyitdidn'tmakeherany

lessofawhore.

MeanwhileontheroadMasawatchedHayden's

veinedarm onthesteeringwheelashisother

habdsoftlyrubbedherthigh.Hewasasight

that'sforsure.

Hayden:Icanwalkyouinside..

Masa:It'sokay.



Hayden:Youhavenoideahowyou'regoingto

getindoyou?

Masa:Nope.

Hayden:Ifigured.

Sheleanedbackandlazilylookedathim.

Haydensmiledatherbeforefacingtheroad

again.Theystillhadalottotalkabout.Maybe

counsellingwilldo.

Masa'sphoneranginhergownpocketandshe

lookedatHaydenasshetookitout.

Masa:Yikes!

Hayden:kemang?

Masa:Mama..

Hayden:You'reonyourown.

Masa:I'llgetyouforthis.



Shebreatherinandoutbeforeanswering.

Masa:Heymom.

MaMasa:Whereareyou?

Masa:Inmyroom.

MaMasa:Iunlockedyourroom unlessole

moloiandturnedyourselfintoateddybear.

Masa:I'm theteddybear.

Masa'smotherdidn'twanttolaughsincethis

wasaseriousmatterbutshelaughed.

MaMasa:Youhavetenminutestogethere.

Masa:Yesmam.Thankyou.

ShehungupandlookedatHayden.

Masa:Howfar?

Hayden:We'reabouttoarrive.



Masa:Alright.

Haydenparkedthecarafewhousesawayand

Masalaughedundoingherseatbelt.

Masa:batlontshega,kadigownmaphakelaa

kana..

Hayden:Youlookcute.

Masa:onlyyou'dsaythat.

Shekissedhislipsandsheheldon,deepening

itholdinghischeeks.

Masa:Iloveyouokay?Iloveyoubabyboy..

Haydenchuckledkissingherback.

Hayden:KemotonamowenaMasa..

Masarolledhereyesandsatontopofhim.

Hayden:Oh.Youcould'vedonethistomelast

nightandIwouldn'thaveresisted.



Masalookedhim straightintheeye.

Masa:Ifyoufeellikeyoucan'tdoit,anyofthis.

Stopallofit.

Haydenfrownedsearchinghereyestoseewhat

shemeant.

Hayden:Stopwhat?Thewedding?

Masanodded.

Hayden:WhywouldIstopit?

Masa:I-

Shepausedandfacedtheotherwayforafew

secondsbeforelookingathim.

Masa:Ifyoufeelunhappyatanypoint,youare

freetowalkaway.Iloveyouokay?

Shekissedhischeekwithasmileandgotoff



him.Shetookherphoneandgotoutofthecar

andwalkedinhersleepingclothestotheyard.

Therewasnouseofsneakingintothehouse

whenalmosteveryonewasawake.Itwasjusta

fewminutespastseven.Shewasusedtothe

namessoitwouldn'tbeanythingnewthatwas

saidabouther.Itseemedasifeverythingabout

herwaswrong.

Sheopenedthegateassomeofhercousins

snickeredseeingher.Shejustwalkedtothe

houseandpassedheraunt.MaKesashookher

headwithdisgustanddisdainetchedonher

chubbynotsobeautifulface.Masajustmade

herwaytoherbedroom andshebumpedinto

Kesawholookedbeautifulasifshewasthe

onewhom theywerenegotiatingfortoday.

Masa:Morning..

Kesashookherhead.



Kesa:Can'treallymakeawifeoutofawhore...

Wasallsheutteredbeforewalkingaway.Masa

justopenedherbedroom doorandsatonthe

bed.Shewasn'tgoingtocry.Shewastoget

readyandlookthepart.Yeah.Sheconvinced

herselfasshewalkedtothebathroom which

wasnotinherroom likeatherhouse.

MeanwhileatthebackofthehouseMaKesa

beamedwithprideasshelookedather

daughter.

MaKesa:Maybetheymightchangetheirminds

andlikeyou,lookatyou.Allbeautifulandyou

arenotpromiscuous.

Kesasmiled.

MaKesa:Buteitherway,youcanbenicetoyour

cousin.



Kesa:forwhat?

MaKesa:Haydenisavirileyoungmanand

maybesinceMasawillbefocusedonshowing

thatsheisagoodperson(agrim lookonher

face)shemightaskthem toconsideryourjob

application.

Kesathoughtaboutit.

Kesa:Maybe.

MaKesa:Somethingsyouhavetobecruelto

getthem.

Kesanodded,knowingthatgoodthingsrarely

happenedtogoodpeople.

InMasa'sroom

Shehadtiedherheadwrapskillfully,astendrils

ofherbeautifulweavewereexposedaroundher

face.Herhighcheekbonesprominent,softpink



lipstickonherpinkpoutylips.Shehadgone

easyonthemakeup,therebelinherwanteda

smokeydarklookbutsheoptedforanatural

subtlelook.Shestoodupinthedressand

twirledaround.Perfectlength.Notthatshewas

goingtodoanything.Justmaybeservethem,

passinghereandthere.Shewasn'treally

neededbutshewantedtolookfinefortoday.

Herbedroom dooropenedandhermother

smiled.

MaMasa:You'restunning.

Masa:Willtheyallowmetoatleasttaketeaor

scones?

MaMasalaughed.

MaMasa:Uhu,thinkthegroom willbethere?

That'swhyokgabilejaanagoreagobone?

Masa:Yes.



MaMasa:MaybeImightmakeamistakeand

askyoutotakewater.

Masagrinned.

Masa:Iloveyou.

ShehalfrantohugherandMaMasapushed

herofflaughing.

MaMasa:I'm prayingthatyoudidn'tmake

anotherchild,Godknowshowyoursonisa

difficultthingtodealwith.

Masa:Mysonisnotathingandheisyour

grandchild.

MaMasa:Ledireletseyebanabalona..

Masashookherhead.

Masa:Admititthatyou'reboredwithoutmy

babiesentertainingyou.AndtellmeI'm thebest

motherintheworld.Tellme!Tellme!



MaMasa:Okaybye.

ShewalkedawayandMasalaughed.Sheloved

thatwoman.

Shepatientlysatinherroom asshekept

walkingtothewindowtopullthecurtainback,

theywillcome.Shesighedandlookedather

feet.Shedidn'tknowwhyshefeltinferiorwhen

shewaswithHayden.Itmust'vebethatfeeling

thatcomesonceinawhile,soheavythatshe

hasapastandthatitreallytaintswhatsheisat

themoment.Theimageofheryoungself

alwaysfailedtoleaveherandatsomepoint,

shehadwaitedforHaydentoleavebecauseof

herpast.Callherawhoreinanargumentand

tellherhowsheusedtobeadesperatelittle

thing.Shehadwaited,waitedforhim tofinda

reasontoleavebuthehadn't.



Nervously,herfingerstwitchedasshewalked

tothewindowagainandshesawcars.They

werehere?Wow.

Shesatonthebedandbreathedtoregulateher

heartbeat.

.

.

.
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AtMasa'sparents

Haydendidwanttobepresentandhehopedhe

willstealaglanceatMasa.Theeldersfrom his

sidewalkedaheadofhim andthehsatdown.

Hesawthelookhisfuturemotherin-lawgave

andhehadtohidetheembarrassment.He

wonderedwhatstoryMasahadspuntokeep

herselfoutoftrouble.

Elder:Beforeweproceed,retlakopapulo

molomo.

Hayden'suncleslookedamongstthemselves

beforeoneofthem slippedahandinhisauit

jacketandplacedabundleofcashonthefloor.

Masa'suncleslookedamongstthemselvesand

lookedattheSmithdelegation.TheSmith's

heldtheirstarebutMasa'sfamilydidn'tback



down.Theyendedupremovinganotherbundle

ofmoneh,placingitnexttotheotherone.They

smiled.

Elder:Wecanproceed.

Meanwhileintheroom Masanervouslystood

byherroom door.Shewantedtohearwhatwas

happening.Letthem makethiseasyforher.

Shecouldn'tclearlyhearwhatwasbeingsaid

buthermotherpassedandsmirked.

MaMasa:Shems.

Masa:Mamawhat'shappening?Bounclegaba

batsenyedingaloakere?

MaMasa:Patience.

Masawantedtobitehernailsbutshelookedat

theperfectmanicureonthem andsighed.



Masa:Ihopethisgoeswell.

MaMasa:Don'tworrythatfragileheartofyours.

Masa:Okay.OhGod!Haydenoteng?

MaMasashrugged.

MaMasa:Maybe..

Masa:Mama!

MaMasa:Sitdownandwait..seeyouontheflip

side.

HermotherwalkedawayandMasawalkedtk

herbed.Shetextedhayden.

Masa:Areyouhere?

Shewaitedforafewminutesforareply.Her

phonefinallybeeped.

BigBear:Iknowyou'reobsessedwithme

Masa: ♀Youdidn'tanswerthequestion.



AttheloungeHaydenquicklyputhisphone

awayashelistened.

Uncle1:Ourdaughteriseducated.Shewent

abroadandstu-gatwekeengmolegamadi?

Everyonehadtostifletheirlaughter.

RaMasa:BachelorofSciencesinFinancial

Engineering.

Uncle1:Gonemoo(laughing)ebileshegaveyou

yourphotocopy..

Hayden'sunclesagreedandHaydennodded

chuckling.

Uncle2:Wechargeahighbargainforour

daughter.Obonegoreomontlejang?

Yellowboneyamolapeng.

Hayden'sunclelaughednow.



Uncle2:Omontleakere?

Hayden:Eerra(smiling)

Masa'smothersawthatasanopportunitytogo

tothebedroom tocallMasa.

MaMasa:Taketeaoranything.Youhavetwo

minutestogoandcomeback.

Masa:Youlovemedon'tyou?

MaMasa:Imightchangemymind..

Masaquicklystoodupandreappliedher

lipstick.Shecalmlywalkedtothedoorand

threwasmileathermother.

Masawalkedtothekitchen,catchingawhiffof

Hayden'scologne.ShefoundKesainthe

kitchen.Thistimeshedecidedtomindher



businessandshutup.Sheopenedthefridge

andgotthewaterjug.Kesaignoredherasshe

placedthesconesandteaonthetray.

Kesawalkedawaytotheloungeandfixedher

smile.MakingsureshespottedHaydenand

placedthetrayinfrontofhim bending.Hayden

triedtohidehisshock.Whatwasgoingon?

Uncle:Thisfamilyhasalotofbeautifulchildren.

Uncle1:Thatiswhyshegavehim abeautiful

child.

Haydenlaughedandcoveredhisface.

Hayden:Bathong..

Kesapaused.Hisvoicesentvibrationsto

placesshehadnointerestindeliving

informationabout.Sheswallowedandlooked

athim.Hewashot,howthehelldidhefallfora



slutlikeMasa?

Shelookedtheotherwayasshestoodupright.

Shesmiledagainandwalkedaway.Masa

calmlyaddedlemonslicestothewater,mint

leaves,iceandadropofhoney.Somethinghe

alwaysliked,especiallywhenhewasgoingto

theofficeandshewouldpreparehiswater.

Diligentlyeveryday.

Sheplacedglassesonthetrayandwalkedto

thelounge.Haydenliftedhiseyeslaughingand

hissmilefadedashetookinhisfuturebride.

♀Lookatme.Hethoughttohimselfbutshe

didn't,shestillkeptherheadlowassheplaced

theglassesonthetableandwalkedaway.His

firstinstinctwastofollowherbutthenthere

wereinthemiddleofthenegotiations.



Masaleanedagainstthefridgeasshepicked

anothertrayandplacedthewaterjugontop

beforeshecalmlymadeherwaytothelounge

withherheadlow.Haydenkepthiseyesonher,

predatory.Atthispointhewishedhewas

telepathicandtellhertolookathim.

Masajustpouredthewaterinaglassand

bowedhandinghim thewater.Theirfingers

brushedandhemadesureitwasintentional.

Hayden:Babelookatme(whispering)

Theeldersactingoblivioustothesudden

tensionintheroom astheypouredteaand

servedthemselvesthescones.Masadidlook

athim andhesworeunderhisbreath.She

stooduprightwithherheadlowandwalked

away.Haydenwatchedherwalkawaytillshe

wasoutofsight.Morethantenminuteslaterhe

realisedshepreparedthewaterthewayhe



likedit.

MasalaidonherbedandtextedTily.

Masa:Sofarsogood.

Godmother:Youlikeworryingovernothing.

Masa:Well,Ican'twaitnow..

Shecircledherengagementringonherfinger

andsmiledalone.

Godmother:Howisthefamilytreatingyou?

Masa:Excludingmycousinsandthisoneaunt

whoIswearhasavendettaagainstme?Good.

Mom isanangel.

Godmother: Youactuallybelieveyourmother

doesn'thaveherownplans?

Masa:Iknowshedoes mom foryou.Anynew

suitorslinedupforyou?



Godmother:Doesyourhusbandhaveany

cousins?

Masa:WellIhaven'texactlymetallofthem,ke

tlabonakokgorosong.

Godmother:UpdatemeandI'lltellyouifIwant

them

Masa: ♀Wenakana.Sharpo.

Hayden'stextreported.

Hayden:Afterwe'redone,makeyourwaytomy

car.

Masa:WhatifIdon'twantto?

Shewaitedforafewminutesbeforehetexted

back.

Hayden:Itwasn'tarequestangel.



Shesworeshecouldactuallyhearhim saying

thatinherearandknowingshehadnochoice

buttoobey.Sheplacedherphonedownand

staredattheceiling.Itwashappening.Shehad

tocalm herselfdown.Soafterthisshecanstart

sendingoutweddinginvitations.Obviouslyshe

isgoingtoposttheweddingpicturesafterthe

wedding.Shestaredupatherring,admiring

howthediamondshoneinthesunraysthathad

somehowmadeitinsideherroom.

AtTessa'sparents

Tessasatontheedgeofthebed.Hehadn't

evenconsideredwhatshehadaskedofhim.

Sheshouldcutherlossesandgetoverhim.

Yeah.Thatwouldwork.

Herbedroom dooropenedandTiasatnextto



heronthebed.

Tessa:And?

Tia:WellIwanttobuysomething.

Tessaraisedhereyebrows.

Tia:Okay,mom won'tgivememoneyfor

icecream andanewbagso..

Tessachuckled.

Tessa:Nicetry..

Tia:Ireallyneedthemoney..

Tessa:Atwhatcost?

Tia:Anything...

Tessasmiled.

Tessa:Wellyoucancleanmyroom forhundred

bucks?Enoughforyourbudget?

Tiasmiled.



Tia:Morethanenough.Thankyou.ShouldIstart

now?

Tessa:Bemyguest..

Shesaidstandingupwithherphoneinhand.A

walkwilldointhisquietneighbourhood,she

mused.

AtSerowe

Hourslaterafterthenegotiationswereover,

Hayden'sfamilylefttheyardandHayden

thankedhisunclesfordelegatingonhisbehalf.

Theyallsmilednodding.Haydenwalkedtohis

carandhesatinsidewaitingforMasatoshow

up.Hecheckedthetimeandthesunwasjust

setting,thedifferenthuesoforangemadethe

sunsetabeautifulsighttobehold.Hismind



wentbacktothetimeinMaun.Thesafaridrive

andshehadscreamedwhenshethoughtan

elephantwasgoingtocomenearthecar.They

hadatourguidebutwomenweredramaticlike

that.Minuteslatershewasposingafew

metresawayfrom theelephantsasthesunset

madeherlookmorebeautiful.Okayjecan

finallysayhehadawife.Awholewife.The

feelingwasoutofthisworld.Hiscardoor

openedandhiseyesshiftedtothatdirection.

Hegaveheraknowinglook.

Hayden:MrsSmithhi..

Shestillhadtheheadwraponasshesmiled

shyly.Herlipswereclearofthelipstickshe

woreearlieronandtheywerejustsmearedwith

whathesuspectedwasherfavouritelipbalm.

Hayden:Sitontopofme.

Masa:B-



Thelookhegavehertoldherthatsheknew

betterthantoarguewithhim.Shesatontopof

him andhishandsslippedunderneaththedress,

ashestartedstrokingherthighs.

Hayden:You'rebeautiful.

Masa:Thankyou.

Hayden:Andmine..allfuckingminerightangel?

Masa:Yes..

Hayden:Good.

Masa:Ikn-knowthatlook.

Hayden:Whichlook?

Masa:Thatone(swallowing)

Haydenchuckledashesoftlykissedherlips,

sherespondedsametimehismemberjerked

andMasatriedtomovebuthequicklyheldher

waistashisarmsfeltlikesteelaroundher

waist.



Hayden:Fuck!CanIatleastfeelit?

Masa:H..

Hayden:Babeitwon'thurt,Ipromise..saleke

itshwereforawholeyearkesautlwebokhukhu

joo...hmm...

Masa:Notherebabe..

Haydenleanedback,hishandslippingbetween

herthighs.

Hayden:Masa?

Masa:Rra?

Hayden:Iwon'ttakelongaomma..

.

.
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Insidethecar

Masalookedintohiseyesandkissedhislips.

Masa:Alittlebitmorepatiencelove.

Haydencouldseethatshedidn'twanttoeven

compromise.Hewascloseyetsofar,heknew

hecouldmoveherpantiesasideandfuckher

senselessinthecarbutshesaidno,innotso

manywords.Hehadtorespectthat.

Hayden:Okay.

Masa:Gakegane.

Hayden:Whateveryousayangel.

Masa:Areyouangry?



Hayden:SexuallyfrustratedandnoIdon'twant

ablowjoborahandjob.Thankyou.

Masa:Ba-

Hayden:It'sokay,I'llwait...

Masa:Hay-

Hayden:Haveyoutouchedyourself?

Masa:Asin...

Shetrailedoffbeforeitfinallyclicked.

Masa:No.

Hayden:Keepitthatway.

Masa:Eerra.

Sheshouldprobablysitonherseatbecausehe

wasgettinghardandherbeingontopofhim

wasn'tevenhelping.

Masa:You'renotangrywithme?



Hayden:No.Notatall..

Hepickedherupandplacedherontheseat.

Thesexualtensionstillverymuchpalpable

betweenthem.Masalookedathim ashereyes

slidtothetentinhispants.Haydenopenedthe

windowtotryandbreath.Howlongwouldhe

havetowait?Heaskedhimself.Meanwhile

Masacountedthemonths.Willhebeableto

waitforanextramonthortwo?Justthat?

Masa:IthinkIshouldgetgoing..

Hayden:ofcourse.

Hekissedhercheekbeforepeckingherlips.

Hayden:Iloveyou.

Masa:Iloveyoumore.

Shegotoutofthecarasthelightwindwhipped

thestrandsofherhairasshelookedaround.



Haydenlookedather.Hewillhavetowait.

Hopefullynottoolong,hewasn'tgoingtofuck

upbucheating.Heknewshewouldwalkaway

withoutasecondglanceandhewouldloseher

forever.

Hewaitedforhertowalkbacktotheyard

beforedrivingoff.

Masawalkedtotheyard.Itseemedasif

everythingwentwellandthefollowingweek

shewasgoingtogotohishomevillage.

Shewalkedintothehouseandheadedstraight

toherbedroom whereshesatonthebed.The

dooropenedandshefrownedseeingKesa.

Masa:HowmayIhelpyou?

Kesa:Icametoapologise..



MasaraisedaneyebrowandKesahadto

maintainahumbleexterior.

Kesa:Isaidsomeoffensivethingstoyou

unnecessarilyandthereistensioninbetween

uswhenwearesupposedtobefamily.

Masaflashedabrightsmile.

Masa:Cool.Apologyaccepted.

Kesa:Justlikethat?

Masa:Yes.Yousawtheerrorofyourwaysand

youapologized.

Kesagrinned.

Kesa:Ahug?

Masasmeltherattireandhowitreekedof

Hayden'scologne,shealsojustdidn'twantto

hugher.

Masa:I'drathernot.Thankyouthough.



Kesa:Nohardfeelings?

Masa:Noneatall.

Kesawalkedout.Hadsheforgivenherorhad

sheseenthatherapologywasnotsincere?

Eitherway,itwasnotyetover.

Attheguesthouse

Haydenlaidonthebedashescrolledthrough

theirpicturestogether.Surprisinglyhow

intimatetheirrelationshipwas,broughtabout

peace.Hesloweddownwhenhegottothe

picturesofthem withfacemaskson.Hehadto

admitthatshepracticallyforcedhim todothat,

thatexactday.Hejustmadethepicturehis

WhatsAppdp.



HewenttoFacebookwherehepostedthe

picturecaptioned' Gents,shemademedo

this.Iswear '

Hesmiledandwentbacktohisgallery.He

chuckledwatchingthevideoMasahadsent

him ofSmithJrwiththebaby.Buttheygotused

tothebabyamdsoonallhisthreesiblingswere

protectiveofhim.Hissmallfamily.

Butnomatterhowmuchhetriedtodistract

himselfwiththepictureheneededrelease.

Quickrelease,atthemereimageofherunder

him andmoaning,hegothard.Fuck!!

Hayden:whybabe?Why?

Hecouldbefuckinghertooblivionrightnow,

tearinghispussyapart,thatsweetthing



betweenherlegsbelongedtohim andrightfully

soandmakingsureheleftamark.

Hegotoutofbedandheadedtothebathroom.

Hewassurehishandsweretiredofthesame

routine,havingtojerkoffintheshowerand

thennosweetpussyforhim.Yep.

Sheliterallyhadhim bytheballsanddidn'teven

knowit.

AtTessa'sparents

ShepausedwhenshesawHayden'slatestpost.

Ohthatwasthewomaninhislife.Shewas

pregnanttoo.Shecouldn'texactlyseeherface

becauseofthefacemasksbutyah.They

lookedhappy.ShejustgotoffFacebookand



switchedoffherlights.

AtMasa'sparents

Masastruggledtosleepthatnightandshe

endedupwakingupwithherphoneinhand.

ShedialedHaydenasshequietlymadeherway

tothekitchen.Sheopenedthefridgeand

grabbedacanofjuice.

Hisphonerangtillitsenthertovoicemail.He

wasprobablysleeping.Masawalkedoutofthe

kitchenandwasabouttoreachherroom when

sheheardhushedvoices.Shegotclosertothe

room andlistenedcarefully.Shehadnothing

bettertodo.Shelistenedon,disappointedbut

notsurprised.Shedidn'tknowwhatsheever

didtothesecousinsofhers.Sheneverstole

theirboyfriends,hellshewasn'tevensmarter



thanmostofthem,shedidn'tevenknowhow

shepassedherform fivetoo.Sheshookher

head.Eitherway,noneofherfamilymembers

weregoingtoenterherhouse,whystartwhen

sheismarriedwhentheyneverdaredwhenshe

wasreallysingle?Stupid.

Shegottoherroom andclosedthedoorsoftly.

Masa:OhsohelpmeGod.

Shefinallyutteredassheopenedthejuicecan.

.

.
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AtBobonong

Masasatdownintheroom fullofelderlyladies.

TraditionallyshewasHayden'swifeandwas

expectedtoactaccordingly.Thelegalaspectof

themarriagewouldbedealtwithinaweek

beforetheyhadtodealwiththeactualwedding

ceremony.Shehadhadtimetoplanthe

weddingsoeverythingwasgoingaccordingto

plan.

Aunt:Wearehereasyourin-lawsandparents.

Masanodded.

Aunt2:Totangwanaka,marriageisnochild's

play.Youaregoingtotakeavowtostandwith

thatmenfortherestofhislife.Thatmeansthat

youarenolongerasinglewoman,youpass



yourdecisionspasthim.Heistheheadofthe

house.

Aunt:Andifyourhusbandwantstosleepwith

you,lethim.Itisyourdutytoensurethatheis

wellfedsinceyou'rehiswife.

Masa'sfaceheatedasherauntsaidthis.

Aunt2:Andyou'realreadydoingastellarjob

withthekids,butjustdon'tletthenannytake

overeverything.Somemightendupwantingto

takeyourhusband.

MaMasa:Andrelatives.Somearereally

dangeroustheminuteyouletthem insideyour

matrimonialhome,sobereallycareful.

TheotherauntsspokeandMasa'smother

lookedatherfinally.

MaMasa:AllIcansayisthat,ifitgetstoomuch

youknowwherehomeis.Ifhelaysahandon

you,ourarmsarewideopen.Don'tforgetthat

youhaveyourparentstoo.



Theladiesnoddedinagreement.

MaMasa:Beingmarrieddoesnotmeanyou

shouldstoptakingcareofyourselfaboo

itatlhelela.Mostwomentendtoputtheir

husband'sneedsabovetheirsandlose

themselvesinthemarriage,turningtobe

peopletheyarenot.Masadon'tbethatperson.

Masa:Eemma.

AhugepartofMasawasgladMaKesacouldn't

makeit.Withwhatsheknew,shecouldn'tbe

abletotolerateher.

Aunty:AnddonotwhollydependonHayden.A

womanmusthaveherownthingsincase

thingsgosouth.Notthattheywillbutthings

changebutjustincaseakerengwanaka?

Masa:Eemma.



MaMasa:Ketseelagoreoreutlule.

Aunty2:Shedidandyouraisedherwell.

MaMasasmiledlookingatMasa.Masahad

beenalittlespawnofsatanbutshewouldn't

tradeherdaughterforanything.Thewayshe

hadgrownandmaturedwasreallyremarkable.

MaMasa:Thankyou.

MeanwhileoutsidethementalkedtoHayden

whowaspayingattentiontoeverylittlething

theyaaid.

Uncle:AsIwassaying,mosadigabetswe,ke

galasewathubega.

Uncle2:Exactly,omolayahelasentle.

Haydenwasreallyamused,hehadtohidethe

amusementfrom hiseyes.



Uncle3:Ifsheisdisrespectful,wajewa.

Hayden:ohGod!(tryingnottolaugh)

Uncle2:Whetheritisinthemorning,afternoon,

atwork,sheneedstoknowwhoherhusbandis

atalltimes.Womentendtothinkwearesoft

becauseweletthem getawaywitheverything.

Thatthingbetweenyourlegskeyonethupaya

lelwapa.

Hayden:Eerra.

Uncle:wheneveryouhaveproblemsyoufeelwe

can'thandle,weareallhere.Asadvisorsand

possible.mediatorsakereregonyadisitse.

Hayden:Eerra.

Uncle2:WellIthinkourjobisdone,heshould

gethisbride.

Theylaughed.

Uncle4:Leeneotsereomontlenyanegore.



Hayden:Iknow(smugly)

Theydispersedastheypreparedtotakehis

wifetohim.Wellshehasbeenservingthem for

thepastfewdaysandtheyhavebeenkeeping

thetwoapart,withnointeractionswhatsoever.

Intheroom Masawasin,theladieswalkedout

leavingMasawithhermother.Masahugged

hermother.

Masa:Thankyou.

MaMasa:Wehavetoprepareforlater,takea

bathandsmellgood.

HermotherwasabouttowalkoutwhenMasa

calledher.

Masa:Mom?



MaMasa:Yes?

Shefiddledwithherhands.

Masa:Uhm...

MaMasawalkedbackandsatnexttoheron

thebed.

Masa:Ihaveneversaidthisbutsexterrifiesme.

Hermothergaveheraquestionablelook.

Masa:AfterHudson'sdifficultbirth,Ican'tbring

myselftodoit.

MaMasa:Haveyouexplainedittorraagwe

Smith?

Masasighed.

Masa:Ijusttoldhim I'm notready.

MaMasa:Talktohim,I'm surehe'llunderstand.

Masajustnodded.Haydenhadbeenwithher,

morethan24hoursoflabourcontractions.She

hadalmostgonethroughac-section.Almost.



Shehadbeenscared,atthethoughtofdying

knowingthatherkidsareyoungandHayden

havingtoraiseanewbornonhisown.She

closedhereyes.Andhowshecriedwhenthey

decidedforanepisiotomyplusshehadthehelp

ofanepidural.Itwasreallycrazyinthagroom.

MaMasasawMasa'sface,howitactually

scaredthelivingdaylightsoutofher.

MaMasa:Getready.Ithinkalmosteveryonewill

betherelaterokay?AndImeaneveryone.

Masanoddedashermotherwalkedout.She

walkedtothemirror.Itwasn'tevenabouthow

herbodyhadbeenoutofshape,justhowitwas

ahorrificexperienceforherinthelabourroom.

Aftershehadhealedfullywhichinhercase,she

tookmorethansixweekstohealbecausethey

foundoutshehadn'tbeenstitchedupcorrectly.

ShesentatexttoHayden.



Masa:Iloveyou.

Bigbear:OkayMrsSmith.Lookprettyforme.

Masa:Yessir.

Shesmiledabitplacingherphonedown.She

willupdateTilylateroninregardstohis

cousins.Maybetheywillmeetatthewedding

ceremonyandgeton.

MeanwhileatFrancistown

AtLetty'shouse

Shewalkedoutoftheyardandshesaw

Reginah'shouse.Thegatehadbeenpadlocked

andshewassurelivingnexttothishousewas

goingtobringmemories.Morethan7yearsof



notseeingtherealworld.Haydenhadgrownso

much.

Hewashisfather'sreplicaandthatscaredher,

nowthathehadmaturedandhestillhatedher

withpassion.Evenmorenowthathischildren

didn'thaveamother.Wouldheallowherto

meethiskidsatacertainpointinherlife?Or

shewouldstillbethewickedwitchofthewest?

Noonehadbotheredtocheckonheratprison

orevenattheasylum.That'showsheknew

theydidn'tcare,thepastmonthshehadbeen

outshehadbeentryingtogatherthecourage

toseehim andhethrewheroutlikeadog.His

ownmother.Shedidn'thaveanythingtoher

nameatthispoint.Justtheclothesandthe

house.Lettywalkedinsidetheyardandclosed

thegate,pushingittocloseit.Maybehe



neededtocalm downandshewilltryagainto

reachout.Allthoselonelyyearsshowedhow

shewasactuallythevillaininthestory.

AttheSmith's

Haydensprayedhiscologneonhisshirtandhe

glancedathisreflectioninthemirror.Hewas

goingtobegivenhiswife.Hesmiled.

Masaworetheleteiseandtheheadwrap.Of

courseitwasadifferentoneandforthisone,

undersunsets,therewasaphotographerto

capturethemoment.Herblueheelshadbeen

madetomatchherleteiseandshewassure

shedidn'tneedthatmuchmake-upbutithelped

thattheyhadamakeupartisttoworkhermagic.

Ifitfeltlikethisthenshedidn'twanttoimagine

howtheactualweddingdaywouldfeellike.



Sheglancedatherreflectioninthemirrorand

smiled.Shetookselfiesofherselfandshe

grinned.Shewasbeautiful.Shereallyfelt

beautifulandnotwhatpeoplecalledher.

Sheloweredherheadastheelderscametoget

her.Shedidn'tdareliftherheadtolookaround.

Shegracefullywalkedinthoseheelsfollowing

theelders.

Haydensmiledsittingdownashesawherfine

legs.Blairwasbusykeepingthekidsatbay

whenshesawMasaapproaching.Shewas

beautiful.Tearsblurredhereyes.Aawman.

Theywereacutecoupletogetherandthey

madeacutebabytogethertoo.



Haydenstoodupastheladiesstartedwiththeir

ululationsandMasablushedstilllookingdown

astheladiesshowedheraround.Shecould

finallysitinmeetingsbecauseshewasno

longerasinglewomanandthatmeantHayden

wouldtooandnotworkliketheotherboyswho

wereyettomarry.

Masacouldsmellhiscologneastheymoved

closerandinsecondshersofthandwasinhis

largehand.

Hayden:HeyMrsSmith(deepvoice)

Herheartbeatinherthroatandshelookedup

athim withashysmile.

.

.
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AttheSmith's

Haydensmiledliftingherheadup.

Hayden:Iloveyou.

Hercheeksheatedandhelaughedpullingher

tohim andkissingthetopofherheadasthe

peopleululated.

Hayden:Finallymywife..Iloveyou.

Masa:Iloveyoutoo(softly)



Heheldherinhisarms.Masaheldhim,

enjoyinghisarms.Heliterallysweptheroffher

feetashepickedherupandshesquealed.

Masa:OhGod!

Hayden:Urgman!

Sheheldontohisneckwithagrin.Shewas

happyandshewasgoingtoallowherselfto

enjoythis,hermoment.Theirmoment.

WhenHaydenwalkedaroundcarryinghershe

hadtohideherfaceinhischest.

Hayden:CanIfinallyshowoffmywifenow?

Masa:Yes.

Helaughedkissingherforeheadagain.

Hayden:You'redifficultwoman...Iloveyou.

Masasawthekidsfrom adistanceandshook

herhead.



Hayden:Ican'twaittododgethebigguysand

saymywifesaidno..

Masalaughedhittinghischest.

Masa:BathongH.

Heshruggedstillcarryingher.Hekissedher

lipsbeforeheplacedherdownonherfeetand

stillheldherclose.

Masa:Thisisourworseorforbetter?Ourtill

onetakestheirlastbreathe?

Hayden:Ourhappyending..

Masagrinned.

Masa:Wellit'snotgoingtobeaneasyroadbut

here,justbetweenustwo,nowitnesses,under

theperfectsunsetblossomingwithcolours.

Promisemethatyouwillbethereforme.I'm

notoneofthebestpeopleoutthereandIknow

atsomepointyoumighttirebutIwantthat

assurance.



Haydenheldthebackofherneckandbrought

hislipsdownonhers,gentlyrubbingherback

withtheotherhand.

Hayden:Thisiswherethestorystarts.Iwant

you,allyourprettymomentsandnotso

flatteringoutbursts.

Shelaughedandhithischest,harderthanthe

lasttimeandhepretendedtowince.

Hayden:Youhavemyword.IloveyouMasa.IfI

hurtyouitwon'tbeintentionalbutIwillstillbe

thereforyou.

Hedidn'tdaresayitwillbeforeverandalways.

Lasttime,helostapersonwhenhethoughtlike

thatbutheknewhelovedMassandhehoped

sheunderstoodtoo.

Hayden:DareIsay,you'respendingthenightin

mybed?



Masanervouslylaugheditoffasshefacedthe

sunsetandHaydensensedherdiscomfort.He

heldherfrom behind.Atthispoint,theyhad

forgottentherewasaphotographerwhohad

alreadytookcountlessofphotosofthem.

Hayden:SomethingisbotheringyouSunshine.

Talktodaddy..

Hesaidashisvoicecaressedher.

Masa:Nothing..

Hayden:Masa?

Masasighed.Whenhestartedcallingher

name...

Masa:Rra?

Hayden:Letmein.What'sgoingoninthatpretty

mindofyours?

Masa:I'm sorry.



Hefrownedstillholdinghiswife.

Hayden:Whatfor?

Masa:Ideniedyouuhm..sexandyouwaitedthe

wholeyear.I-Ijustcouldn'tbringmyselftodoit.

Haydenwentsilentforawhilebeforeshewent

on.

Masa:AfterHudson'sdifficultbirthandjust-

Haydenclosedhiseyes.Hehadbeenscared

there,hethoughthewasgoingtoloseherright

inthelabourroom andhecouldn'tfathom that.

Atthatpointwatchinghercryonthebedwith

nosignofthebabycomingoutforover24

hours,ithadjustfinishedhim.Hehadbeen

startingtothinkthathewascursedandthat

anywomanwhocarriedhischildwasgoingto

die.Hesqueezedherhand.

Hayden:Ihearyou..afteralmostlosingyouand



seeingyougothroughallthat,I'm notgetting

youpregnantagain.

Masa:Contraceptivesarenota100%safean-

Hayden:BabeIknow.Trustme.I'm sorryyou

wentthroughthattobringmybabytoearth.

Masa:Yourbabyisjustsomethingelse.

Hayden:Hehasyoureyes.

Masa:Nohedoesnot.Idespiseyourgood

genes,heisliterallyyoursecondcopyafter

SmithJr.

Hayden:Areyouonanycontraceptives?

Masaleanedagainsthim.

Masa:We'regood?GakedirekabomuH.Sorry.

Hayden:Weare,nowanswermyquestion.

Masa:Theinjection.Iwanttoinsertthelooptoo.

Isitcoolwithyou?

Hayden:Itis.



Masa:Doyouthinkyou'llbeabletowearthe

condom withme?

Haydenshookhishead.

Hayden:Hellno!MasaI'm notwearingrubber

withyou.You'remywifeMasa...

Shesighed.

Masa:Butweknowallcontraceptionisnot

100%safeandImightfallpregnant.

Hayden:I'm stillnotusingacondom withyou

MasaandI'm notgoingtofurtherdiscussthat.

Shesighed.Maybeshemighttiehertubes?Urg

she'lltalktohim astimegoesonbutGod

knowsshedoesn'twantababyinthenextfive

years.

Laterthatcoolevening



Itwasasmallcelebrationandthefestivities

wereoutsidewhenMasamadeherwaytoher

room.ShefoundArisprawledonthebed.

Masa:sweetie?

Ariellewokeuphearinghermother'svoice,she

wasabitdisorientedasshetiredlyrubbedher

eyes.

Masajustwalkedtoherandpickedherheavy

body,placingthebackofherhandonherhead.

Shewasburningup.

Masa:Areyouokaybaby?

Sheplacedherheadonhermother'sshoulder

weakly.

MasawalkedoutandshebumpedintoBlair.

Masa:Hey,hasshebeenfeelinglikethis?

Blair:Wetookhertotheclinicandtheygaveher

medicationtotakeforthefever.It'sstill



persistent?

Masalookedatherfirstborninherarms.

Masa:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Blair:Becauseyou'redoingwhatyou'redoing

now.You'reworryingMasa.

Masasighedasshewalkedtothekitchen,

spottingHaydenholdingHudson.Haydenjust

walkedtowhereshewasheadingandHudson

liftedhissmallhandswhenhesawhismother.

Masa:Sorrybaby..Yoursisterneedsmy

attention.

Hayden:Issheok?

Masa:Gatweafever.Iwanthertoeat

somethingthengetthemedicationfrom Blair.

SherubbedAri'shead.

Hayden:Shelookedfineearlier.



Masa:Yeah..Hopefullyshewillbeokayby

tomorrow.

Hayden:Ihopeso..heyprincess.

SheliftedherheadwithalittlesmileandMasa

justlookedatHayden.

Masa:Shedidn'tsmileatme.

Hayden:Whatever.You'llbefineokayhoney?

Shenodded.

Hayden:Bringherhere,takeyourson.

MasajustletAriellesliddownherasshegot

Hudsonfrom Haydenandherbabyboybeamed

touchinghercheeks.

Masa:wenakana.

HegiggledmakinghisbabysoundsandMasa

hadtolaughabit.

HaydengentlypickedArielleandwalkedaway



withher.

Hayden:Cuddlesandsnuggles?

Shenoddedplacingherheadonhischest

meanwhileinthekitchen..

Masa:Wenawhatam Isupposedtodowithyou?

Hudsonjustsmiledrevealinghistwoteethand

touchedherfaceagain.

OnceeverythinghaddieddownandMasalet

thekidsstaywithhermother,whowasonlytoo

happytobesurroundedbythefourkids.Avery

andSmithJrhadwentontotellhermother

everythingthathasbeenhappening.Avery

beingtheonewhoseemedtospillmoretea.

Masa:Averywabuabathong.

Averywavedheroff.

Avery:MamaI'lltellyoutomorrow..



Masa:Lankoba?

SmithJr:Byemom.Gramsasweweresaying...

MasawalkedawayasHudsoncrawledtohis

bigbrotherandlaidonhisbacknexttohim.

Masawalkedoutoftheroom andfeltarms

aroundherwaist.

Masa:Howisshe?

Hayden:She'sokayandasleep.

Masa:Thankyou.

Helookedoverhershoulderandlaughed.

Hayden:Theyalwayshavesomethingtotalk

about.

Masa:Tellmeaboutit.Theykickedmeoutand

gotcomfortabletalkingtomom.

Hayden:Thenletmewhiskyouoff..come.



Heheldherhandandtheywalkedoutsidethe

house.Heledhertotheback,asacastlecame

intoview.Sheknewitwashis,healways

preferredhisspacebutshehadneverbeen

inside.

Haydenopenedthedoorandledherinsidestill

holdingherwaist.

Hayden:Thennextweekyou'relegally

mine?thankyou.

Masaturnedtolookathim.

Masa:Forwhat?

Hayden:Lovingme,mykidsasiftheywere

yoursevenbeforewegottogetherandafterI

fuckedup.Youneverletourdifferencesaffect

ourkids.IloveyouMrsSmith.

Hesaidlettinggoofherandlockingthedoor.



Masa'sheartskippedabeat.

Masa:We'realone?

Hayden:yesmam..comehere..

No.Notthatvoice.Shedutifullywalkedtohim

andheliftedherheadupbeforehekissedher

lips.Eachsecondofthekisswasgetting

heatedandhejustranhishandsbehindher

back.Hepickedherupmakingherwrapher

legsaroundhistorso.

Awholeyearwithoutsex?Withoutfeelingher?

Hewasgoingtomakeitcount.Eachandevery

secondofit.Hewalkedintohisbedroom and

hesatdownwithherontopofhim,theydidn't

breakthekissasheslippedhishands

underneathherdressandhefelttheshudder.



Haydenfinallytorehislipsawayandlookedat

hernowswellinglips.Hehadtogivehera

choiceandnotcoerceherintodoingwhathe

wantswhenshedidn'twantthesame.

Hayden:ShouldIorshouldInotlove?

Shelookedintohiseyesandtouchedhischeek.

Hehadbeensopatientandhadn'tpushedher.

Theelders'advicerunginherhead.Thelonger

shewithholdsit,hemightgoforsomeoneelse

thinkingthathedoesn'twanttobotherherwith

thatandwho'sheartisgoingtobreakwhenit's

likethat?

Hayden:Baby?

Sheclosedhereyesandkissedhim backand

hegroanedinhermouth.

Haydenheldhercheeks,turningthem andshe

wasunderneathhim.



Heheldherhandsaboveherandlaughed.

Hayden:You'rebeautifulyouknowthat?

Shenodded.

Hayden:Yourbodyisformypleasureangel?

Hepurredwithadeepvoicethatsentchillsdow

herspine.

Hayden:Hmm..IcandoasIplease?

Shedidn'tlikethattone.Shedidn'tlikeitatall

butshenodded.

Hayden:thankyouangel.

Hekissedheragain,slowly,theirtongues

touchinginbetweenthetonguekiss.Heletgo

ofherhandsandwentforherzip.Hehelpedher

shimmyoutofthedressandsmiledindelight

likealionhappyabouthisnextmeal.Masa



swallowedahugelump,unabletobreathwhile

herbodysentadifferentreactiondowntoher

mostsensitiveparts.Shewasprayingitwas

thesweetloverwhomadelovetoherwhenshe

waspregnantbecauseshedidn'tlikethatglint

inhiseyes.Notatall.

Hisfingerstracedhermidriffandcircledthere.

Teasingtogolowerbutthenmovingupagain,

shegasped,shehasn'tbeentouchedinayear.

Hayden:Beautifullookatme.(deepvoice)

Shedidashisfingerscarelesslypulleddown

herlacepantiesdownhersmoothyellowlegs

andshekepthereyessolelyonhim.Hayden

crumpledthesmallpieceandthrewitonthe

matbeforelookingather.

Heopenedherlegswithonehandandchuckled

seeinghisfavouritepartofheranatomyglisten.

Hehasn'tevenstartedyet.



Hisfingersjusttrailedinbetweenherthighs

andstoppingjustwhenhewasabouttotouch

her.Masareleasedasoftmoanandhelooked

ather.Hewasalreadycontrollinghimselfasit

strainedhispants.

Insecondshehadpulledhertotheedgeofthe

bedand#EXPLICIT

.
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AtTheSmith's

Masacriedsoftlyasshetriedtowalktothe

bathroom inhisroom butfailedarafewsteps.

Shesatbackdownonthebed.Shehadduties

aroundthehometoperform butheraching

bodywasn'tallowingit.

Masa:Fuck!(underherbreath)

Shepausedforamomentandlookedatthe

prickwhomadeherimmobilesleeping

peacefullywithhishandsomenakedselfouton

display.Shebreathedinandoutbeforeshe

triedagain.Herthighshurtsobadbutshehad

towakeup,shedidn'tevensleepawinkbut

hereshewas.Shewantedtosuffocatehim and

whileshewasglaringathissleepingfacehe

openedoneeye.

Hayden:Morningwifey..



Shewantedtopunchhim butthewayhis

morningvoicecaressedher,sendingtinglesall

overherbody.

Hayden:Easywoman,don'tkillmeinmysleep..

Hesaidreachingforthesmallofherbackand

pushingherintohismuscularbody.Hekissed

herlipssoftlyandshefelthim gohard.

Masa:No!No!Ineedtobemakingbreakfastfor

thepeople.

Hayden:Stayinbed.I'lltalktothem onyour

behalf.

Masa:Idon'twanttobelabelledthelazy

daughterin-law.

Hayden:Canyouwalk?

Heaskedrunninghisknucklesunderhereye

bags.

Hayden:Andyoulooktired.Youshouldn'teven



beslavingoverastove.

Masa:I'llmanage..

Haydenchuckledandgotoutofbed,pickedher

upandheadedtothebathroom.Heplacedher

onthetoiletseatandranwarm waterforher.

Hayden:Iloveyouokay?

Masa:Iloveyou.

Whenthetubwasfullhepouredbathsalts

beforehegentlydepositedherinside.The

warm waterplussaltsstungherandshe

wincedasheheldhershoulderssothatshe

doesn'tgetoutofthewater.

Hayden:Sorryangel,sitinthere.I'llusethe

shower.

Hekissedhernecksoftlysuckingonitasshe

finallyrelaxedinthewater.

Hayden:Comfortable?Doyouwantmetohold



yourhandbabe?

Shelaughedsoftlyandlookedupathim.

Masa:Gotakeashower,I'llbeokay.

Hepeckedherlipsonemoretimebefore

headingtotheshower.

Haydenwastheonewhocarriedheroutofthe

bathrubandtothebedroom.Shefeltbetterbut

itstillhurt.

Hayden:Istillsay,letmedealwiththem.You'll

dothosemeaslydutiestomorrowortheday

afterthat.

Masa:Babe..

Haydenraisedhishandsinsurrender.

Hayden:OkayMrsSmith,callonmeifyouwant

metobailyouout.



Masa:Iwill(smiling)

ShelookedatHaydenthenfrowned.

Hayden:Ihadyourclothesmovedhere.

Masastoodupandshefeltthatachebetween

herlegsandheralreadypainfulthighsbutshe

walkedthroughthepainmakingherwaytothe

wardrobe.Haydenjustraisedaneyebrow.She

wasinpainalright.

Hayden:Yourwalksarefunny.

Masa:Iknowdarling..

Shepickedoutthedressandaheadwrapto

wear.Haydencarefullywatchedhergetdressed

asheworehisteeandsilkpants.

Hayden:Eatfirstbeforeyouleavethehouse.

Masa:It'salmostseven..



Hayden:Waytooearlyifyouaskme,weshould

belayinginbedandchillingbabe.

Masapeckedhislips.

Masa:Somethingwemightdolater?

Haydennodded.

Hayden:Eatsomethingthen..

Shesmiledandslowlywalkedout.Hayden

followedcloselybehindher.Sheopenedthe

fridgeandlookedaround.Nothingseemed

appetizingforher.Haydendidn'twanttolisten

tohislibidorightnow,babygirlneededabreak

butdamnshewasgoodandstilllookedgood.

Hemovedhisheadinherdirectionasshe

optedforwater.Tryingtoeasethepressure,

Masaleanedagainstthecounterandcuriously

lookedatherhusband.Herhusband.She

blushedandlookeddown.



Hayden:Masa?

Masa:Rra?

Hejustwalkedtoherandtrappedheragainst

thecounter.

Masadrankherwaterlookingathim from her

longlashesandHayden'shandsmovedtoher

boobsandthefactthatheblatantlydidso

crackedherupandshekissedhislips.

Masa:AsmuchasI'm inpainrightnow,I

promisethatIwilltendtoyourneedslater.

Haydenslippedhiswarm handinside.

Hayden:Oh?

Masa:Ye-uuh..

Heflickedheralreadyhardnipple.

Hayden:Iloveseeingyoulikethis...

Masajustnodded,unabletoform words.



AdoorknocksoundedonthedoorandHayden

appliedmorepressureonherareolasandshe

moanedsoftly.

Voice:Ko-ko?

Hayden:Dumelang..

Voice:Hayden?

Hayden:Ma?

ThepersonoutsidepausedasMasabitdown

herlip.

Haydenslippedhishandinsideherskirt,his

handslippinginsideherpantiesandhefeltthe

warm flesh.Shemustbesoretoo,thatheknew.

Histhumbflickedonherclitandshemoaned.

Voice:Hayden?

Hayden:Ma?



Voice:Isournewbrideup?

Hayden:Yes.Sheisinthekitchen.

Voice:Masa?

Masadidn'tknowhowshewastoanswerwith

Haydenrubbingherclitasshewasaboutto

answerheplungedhistwofingersinsideand

shemoanedalittlelouder.

Masa:M-aaah...m-

Voice:You'reneededintenminutes.

TheauntdecidedtowalkawayasHaydendid

quickworkofwhathewasdoing.Hersweet

juicesfilledhishandandhekissedherlipsas

helookedintoherdazedeyes.Okay.Heshould

probablygivebabygirlabreak,shesaidshe

hashousedutiestotendtoandhejustwants

herbesideshim.Nowhereelse.Heck,hedidn't

evenwantanyofthem totasteherfoodandget



anyideasabouthiswife.

Masaopenedhereyesandherhusbandkissed

herlipsagain.Hegrinned.Hecouldsmellher

comealloverherandhewassureshecould.

Masa:Ishouldchangefirst..

Hayden:Youcanstilldothattomorrow.I'llsay

you'retiredorsomething..

Shejustlookedathim andgentlypushedhim

awayfrom her.ShewalkedoutandHayden

followedher.Therewasnowaytochangeher

mind?Herwatchedherchangeherunderwear

andclothes.Heheadedtothebathroom to

washhishandsbeforereappliedhiscolognein

thebedroom.

Masa:Seeyouforbreakfastatthemainhouse.

Hayden:Okay..



Hekissedherandlookedintohereyes.

Hayden:Icanbailyououtangel.

Masarubbedhischest.

Masa:Byelove..

Shewalkedoutandhesmiledalone,grabbing

hisphone.

Atthemainhouse

Masaawkwardlylookedaround.Noteveryone

wasupandshehadtomakebreakfastfor

everyone.

Aunt:Areyouokay?

Masa:Yes..



Theauntlookedatherandwalkedaway.What

didHaydendotothepoorchild?Shestifleda

laugh.

AtUniversityOfBotswana

Tessacheckedhersocialmediaasshewas

gettingreadyforherlessons.

ShehadwantedtounfriendHaydenbutshe

couldn'tbringherselftodothat.Hisrecentpost

wasareasonwhysheshould'vedonethat.

Shescrolleddownthepictureshejustposted

andshelaughedindisbelief.Thewomanhe

hadtoldhernottoworryabout.Apparentlythey

wereco-parentingandnowsheistheMrs



Smith?Shechuckledreadinghispost.

'IcanfinallyintroduceMrsHaydenSmithtothe

public '

Picturesofhim andMasalookingsoinloveand

shehadagoodguesswhowasMasa'sbaby

daddy.Him.Soshewaspregnantwhenthey

weretogether?Hecheatedonher?Wow!Such

abastard.Ithappenedoverayearandahalf

agobutithurtthathehadalreadyfounda

replacementorbetteryetthereplacementhad

beenwaiting.Onewrongmovefrom herand

sheclawedontohim.Justbecauseshewas

goodwithkidswhichweren'tevenherownkids.

ShewenttoMasa'sprofileandtherewas

nothingonherpartaboutherbeingengaged.

Sheshookherhead.Wow!



ShewentoffFacebookandjustgrabbedher

schoolbag.Shehadalessontoattend.

AtTheSmith's

MasaservedHaydenhisfoodbeforeshe

walkedoutofthediningroom andheadedback

tothekitchen.Ignoringhowitseemedasif

everyoneknewaboutwhathappenedlastnight.

Evenhermotherlaughedatherfacejust

becauseshewalkedweirdly.

Uncle:Canshecookeveryday?Bathongngwetsi

yaronaeitsegoapaya.(ourdaughterin-law

knowshowtocook)

Hayden:Shewon'tbecookingeveryday,lebatla

golapisamosadiwame?(youwanttomakemy

wifetired?)



Theylaughed.Hereallywashappytohavehis

wife.

InthekitchenMasasippedonthecoffeeasshe

thoughtaboutwhattomakeforlunchforherin-

laws.Shewillfigureitoutright?

.

.
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AtMasa'shouse

MasasatdownasMatildawalkedinsideher

bedroom withaglassofwine.

Masa:Don'tgetmedrunkbeforethewedding

tlhemma..

Tily:Marriedwoman.I'm sohappyforyou.You

havecomealongwaythoughyoustillletwhat

peoplesaygettoyoubutyouhavecomealong

way.

Masa:I'veacceptedthatpeopletalkan-wellI'll

live.

Tily:Drinkupanddrink.Spendyourlastnightas

abachelorette.

Masalaughedflashingherhandbeforeherface.

Masa:TechnicallyIam marriedMatilda.



Tily:Whatever..

Masa:Imissmybabies.

Tily:Don'tbeamother,justforthesecoming

weeksandenjoyyourself.Youhavebeenwith

thosekidsforthelongesttime.

Masa:Iknow.Iknow..

Herphonerangandshefrownednot

recognizingthenumber.

Masa:Hello.

Therewassilenceforawhilebeforetheperson

spoke.

Voice:Wow!

Masa:Tessa?(abitsurprised)

Tessa:YouweresleepingwithHaydenwhilehe

waswithme?

Masa:I'm sorry.Excuseyou?(calmly)



Tessa:Justwaitingforustobreakupsothat

youcanusethekids,reallyMasa?

Masa:Stop!Whatthehellareyoutalkingabout?

Getmyprettynameoutofyourmouth.

Tessa:AndIcan'tbelievelikeafoolIfellforit.

Masa:Babygirl,calm down.Drinkwaterand

study.Oldermenbringbabiesandyoudon't

wantthat,justgetmynameoutofyourmouth

anddon'tcallmeagainokaysweetheart?Nwa

metsiandrestnana.

Shehungupandblockedhernumber.Tessa

wasabouttospeakandshedialedthenumber

againbutitdidn'tgothrough.Shesoundedso

conceitedandrude.Thatsweetactthatsheput

upwasfakeinotherwords.Herinstinctswere

rightbutHaydenstillhasn'tcalledherupabout

thatoffer.Maybeshecouldremindhim.A

wholemonthshetriedtoacceptthatitwas



Masa.Someonehetoldhernottoworryabout

andsheispregnantwhentheyaretogetherand

shewasamedstudentsoshesureknewMasa

hadlongbeenpregnant.Justwow.

MeanwhileMatildalookedatMasa.

Tily:Wheredidthatcoldchillcomefrom?

Masa:Peopleareannoying.I'm aniceperson

Tilybutnowbo'youstolemyman'really?Can't

apersonrelaxwithoutpeoplethrowingwords

herway?

Shesaidsippingherwine.

Tily:Youareright..morewine?

Masa:Yesplease.

AtLetty'shouse



Shesawthepicturesofhergrandkidson

Masa'sFacebookprofile.Thewomanhewas

marryingwasbeautifulandshewasyoung.

Youngerthanhim.Thatwassurprisedherat

firstbutthenitsetthaymaybeReginahhad

beenaphaseandherwantingtotearthem

aparthadonlymadehim wanttoprovethatit

wasn'taphase.

Hergrandkidswerebeautifulandtheboy

lookedalotlikeHayden.LikeHayden'sdad.The

questionsheaskedherselfwaswhowasthe

littlegirlwholookedlikeHayden'sfiancee?

Maybeshecamewiththekidbutshelooked

familiar.Shesighed.Shewasgoingtoneeda

lotofcouragetofaceHaydenonceagain.

Askforforgivenessthoughshecan'tactually



forgiveCane,hetookherdown.Thatcompany

wasn'thistobeginwithandshestillhatedhim

forit.Shewonderedhowshewasgoingto

makehim paybutnotleadinganythingtoher.

Shebroughtherhandstogetherandshe

couldn'tcomeupwithanythingatthemoment.

Attheoffice

Lunasatinhersmallofficeassheclearedher

boss'sscheduleforthenextcomingweeksand

makingsuretorescheduletheimportant

meetings.Thelasttimeshenearlylostherjob

becauseuninvitedpeoplewalkedinsidehis

office.

Herphonerangandshequicklystoodupwith

heplannerinhand.



ShewalkedtoHayden'soffice.

Luna:Sir,youcalledforme?

Hayden:Yes..

Hewentontoexplainwhatitisheneededand

shenodded.

Luna:Atherhouse?

Hayden:Yesandcallthedrivertopickthekids

uptoday.Dropthem offatmyplace.

Luna:Onitsir.

Hayden:ThankyouLuna.

Shestoodupandwalkedout.Peoplewith

moneycanjustsnaptheirfingersand

everythingwilljustappear.Lucky.

Haydenclosedhisfileaandleanedbackdialing



hiswife.Itfeltsogoodtosaythatandtothink

heworkedtilltheverylastdaybeforetheir

wedding.Shewasnothappyaboutthat.Notat

all.

Hayden:MrsSmith.

Masa:Helloyou...

Hayden:Areyougood?

Masa:Youdoknowyou'remybestfriend?

Haydenfrownedbeforeasmileappearedonhis

lips.

Hayden:Yeah..

Masa:Iloveyou,Iloveyou...Iloveyou.

Hayden:Areyoudrunk?

Masa:Ihad1,2..uhm isitfourglasses?Tilyke

fourkanafive?

Hayden:OhGod!

Masa:Iuseyourshirtasapillowcase.



Hayden:Wesharethesamebed,youdonot.

Masa:Wearelovers?Orshouldwebelovers?

Hayden:You'redrunkdrunk..

Masa:I'm not..IloveyouHayden..byee

Shehungupandhelaughed.Hewastheone

whocalledfirstthough.

Laterthatday

AtHayden'shouse

Thekidswalkedupstairstotheirroom and

Ariellejustwalkedtothekitchenwhereshe

foundthenannywithherlittlebrother.The

nannyfrownedseeinghowpaleAriellelooked.

Nanny:Areyouokay?



Ari:I'm cold..

Thenannyboiledwaterinthekettleandwalked

outholdingArielle'shand.Itwasreallyhot

outsideandshesaidshewascoldplusher

handwaswarm,likeshewasheatingup.

Nanny:Okaybaby..

SheputthebabyinhiscotandledArielletoher

room whereshejusttoldhertogetundercover.

Nanny:I'm callingmommyordaddyokay?

Ariellenoddedassheweaklypulledthe

blanketsclosetohersmallchestandclosed

hereyes.

ThenannydialedMasa'snumber.

Masa:Hello..



Nanny:Arielleisn'tfeelingwell..

Masasoberesupimmediately.

Masa:Ari?I'm o-onmyway..

Thenannynoddedasshehungup.

AtMasa'shouse

Masa:CallHaydenandCane...

Shehandedherherphone.

Tily:What'swrong?

Masa:Ariisn'tfeelingwell..

Tily:Whatifit'sacommonflu?

Masa:Wellit'spersistentashellbecausewe

havebeengivingherfevermedicineandsheis

okaythentwodayslaterit'sworsethensheis



likefine..

Tily:Andyoudidn'ttellme,I'm drivingyourdrunk

assanyway..

Masa:Oh..you'readoctor.Iforgot.

Tily:Fuckyou,let'sgo..

Masa:Okay..

Masastoodupandheldontothetableasthe

worldstartedspinning.

Masa:Shit!Youalwaysmakemedrunkwhile

youdrinkasingleglass.Satanwena!

Tily:I'm theresponsibleonedumbhead.

Masa:Fuckyouagain!

MatildawalkedtothedoorandMasafollowed

tryingtobebalanced.

TheywalkedtoTily'scarandluckilyMatilda



openedthedoorforher.Onceshewasbuckled

upshecalledHayden.

Hayden:Baby..

Masa:Ariissick..

Hayden:I'm onmyway.

Masa:Thankyou..

ShehungupanddialedCane.Hehadtoknow,

hewasthebabydaddy.

Masa:Hello?

Therewasalotofbackgroundnoiseandcrying.

Masa:Hello?

Cane:Hey..

Masa:Arielleissick..

Cane:Alright..



Masapausedandtriedtostopherslur.

Masa:Alright?

Cane:I'm onbabysittingdutythissideandhe

justwon'tstopcrying,you'llupdatemeakerele

wenaommaagweArielle?

Masa:Mhmm..

Cane:SendhermybestwishesandI'llcome

soon.

Masa:Ok.

ShehungupandleanedbackasTilydroveto

Hayden'shouse.

.

.

*

*
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AtHayden'shouse

Masachewedonsomemintsasshewalked

outofthecar.Firstthingshedidwasheadtoth

kitchenforacoldglassofwatersothatshecan

regainhermarbles.

Afterthatsheslowlymadeherwayupstairsto

Ari'sroom.Shefoundthetoddlersleepingwith

aheavyblanketoverher.

Nanny:Shesaidsheiscoldbutsheishot.

Masa:Matildaisdownstairs,canyounarrate

thattoher?She'sadoctor..



ThenannymadeherwaydownstairsasMasa

peeledtheblanketsoffherbabyandpickedher

up.Shetouchedherforehead.

Masa:Okaysweetheart,wearetakingyoutothe

hospital..

ShewalkeddownthestairsholdingArielleand

shesawHayden.

Hayden:Issheokay?

Masa:Sheisheatingup.

Hayden:Shit,let'sgo.

Hegotthechildfrom Masaastheywalkedout.

MatildalookedatArielleandshookherhead.It

couldn'tbe.Couldit?Sheshookherhead.

Maybetestswillproveotherwise.Thenanny

hadtoldheraboutArielle'ssymptomsthispast

monthandwellsheprayedtoGoditwasn't



whatshewasthinkingof.

Tily:Whenyougettothehospital,askthem to

runtests.

Masa:Doyouhaveanyideawhat'swrongwith

her?

Tily:Itmightbeacold..kidsgetfeverseverynow

andthen.

Masasensedabutandshecouldseethat

Matildadidn'twanttotalk.

Masa:Okay.Thanks..

MasagotinthebackseatwithArielleand

placedthechild'ssmallheadonherlap.

Masa:You'llbeokaybaby..hmm..mommyloves

you.Weallloveyou.

Haydenreversedandspedoff.Hekeptglancing



atthebackwhilehedrove.

Hayden:Remaincalm angel..

Masa:Ican't.NowIfeellikeabadmother.She's

beenhavingonandofffeversandIdidn'tread

muchmoreintoit..

Tearscloudedhervision.

Masa:Ifeellikeit'smyfault,Ishould've..

Hayden:Hey..nottheblamegamenow.Our

princesswillbefineokay?You'reagreat

mother..

Masa:Bu-

Hayden:Don'tdothattoyourselfbabe..

Hearrivedattheprivatehospital.Itbrought

backmorememoriesbuthepushedthem down

ashequicklygotoutofthecarandwenttopick



Arielle.

MasajustlookedagAriellewhowasnowpale.

Haydensawthesadnessandguiltinhereyes.

Therewasnowayhewasgoingtoconvinceher

thatitwasnotherfault.

AtLetso'splace

Sheansweredherphone.Shedidn'tknowwhen

andhowsheandKatsobecamefriendsbut

surprisinglytheywere.Goodfriendsatit.

Katso:Hello..

Letso:Hi..

Katso:Sowell,we'vebeeninvitedtothe

weddingandIwaswonderingifyou'regoing?

Letso:I'drathernot.Ididtellyouaboutmy

historywithMasaandalthoughshesayswe're

good,Ican'thelpbutfeelguiltyespeciallysince



sheissogoodtometoo.Imeanshehelpedme

withthisbusinessideaandyouwell,youwere

helpingmetoo..

Katso:Please.

Letso:Soyou'vegivenup?

Katso:ThemomentIfoundoutsheisseeingmy

brother'sassociateandwellIdidn'twanttoget

onHayden'sbadside..apparentlyhehasanot

sonicesideandI'm suremybrotherwouldlet

megetdamnedbyHayden.

Letsolaughed.

Letso:Yourbrotherisnotthatbad.

Katso:Wellyoudon'tknowhim,hissoftspotis

Maddyandheloveshissiblingsinaweirdway.

Heisjustacomplicatedhumanbeing.

Letso:Wellifyousaythat...

Katso:Areyoucoming?



Letso:Huh..

Katso:Huh...shit,urgareyouattendingthe

weddingasmydate?

Letso:I'llsee.

Katso:I'llbebored,atleastyoucankeepme

companyLetso..

Sheshruggedassheclosedherbooks.Her

onlinecoursewasgoingwellandmaybe,just

maybeshemightgettostudylaw.Asshe

wishedbutnowshehadtotakebabysteps.

Letso:I'lltellyoulaterokay?

Katso:CanIbribeyouwithdinnerlater?

Letso:Okayboybye..

Shehungupandchuckled.



Atthehospital

HaydenheldashakingMasainhisarms.

Hayden:Baby,yourheart..sheisgoingtobe

okay.We'reprobablyworryingovernothing..

Herubbedherback.

Masa:Theyaretakingsolong..

Hayden:Letthedoctorsdotheirjobangel..

Heplacedherheadonhischestandrubbedher

backgently.Tryingtocalm her.

Hayden:Babyit'sokay,sheisgoingtobefine

angel..

Shebreathedintohischest,sobrietywasher

currentstateatthemoment.Hayden'swarm

embracewascomfortinginaway.



Thepediatricianmadeherwaytothem and

Masaimmediatelystoodup.Haydenfollowed

andheldherinhisarms.Heneededhercalm,

hedidn'tforgetthatshealsohasaheart

conditionthatcankillheroneofthesedaysifit

getsoutofcontrol.

Doctor:Well...

.

.

*

*
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Atthehospital



Doctor:Wellwerantestsandtheresultswillbe

outonTuesdaysincetomorrowit'sthe

weekendandourlabtechniciansdon'tworkon

weekends.

Masa:Sowhatdowedointhemeantime?

Doctor:Herfeverhassubsidizedandwewill

keepherovernight.

Hayden:Canweseeher?

Doctor:Ofcourse.

Masasighednoddingandthedoctorwalked

away.MasalookedupatHaydenwhoheldher..

Hayden:Wearenotgettingworriedangel.

Masajustnoddedandlethim leadtotheroom

whereAriellewas.Theywalkedinsideand

Masaquicklywenttoholdherbaby'shand.

Masa:princesshey..



AriellelookedatherwithasmileandMasakept

wonderingwhatwaswrongwithherdaughter.

Ari:MommywillIbehereforever?Tomorrowwe

havetoattendthewedding.

MasalookedatHaydenaboutthat.Woulditbe

wiseforthem tostillhaveaweddingwhenher

babyisunwell?

Ari:Yougettolooklikeaprincessmommy..

Masa:Soonokay?

Ari:Tomorrow..

ShesatuprightandlookedatHaydenwho

smiledather.

Ari:Sotomorrowwearegoingtothewedding..

Masa:Arie-

Ari:please..



Masajustrubbedhersmallhand.

Masa:okaybaby.

Shesaidwithasigh.Haydensmiledwalkingup

tohisstepdaughter.

Hayden:Heysweetie.

Ariellesmiledsweetlyathim.Masahadto

smile.Thesetwohadareallygoodrelationship.

Haydenwasreallyperfectandgoodforher.

Masa:Iloveyou.

Hayden:Iloveyoumoreangel.

Masarubbedherhandstogetherassheslipped

herphoneoutofherpockettocallhermom.

MaMasa:Hello?

Masa:Heymom.Ariisinthehospitalan-



MaMasa:Issheokay?

Masa:Sheseemsbetterbutwe'llonlyknow

what'swrongwithheronTuesday

MaMasa:Oh.Okay.

Masa:Idon'tknowiftheweddingwillgoon..

MaMasa:Justtrytocheckwiththedoctorifit's

okayforhertobedischargedtomorrowand

you'lldealwithwhethertheweddingshouldgo

onornotfrom there.

Masa:You'reright.

MaMasa:I'm alwaysright.ByeandtellArielle

thatIloveher.

Masachuckledasshehungup.

HaydenrubbedArielle'scheekassheclosed

hereyestosleepagain.

Hayden:Idon'tknowwhattheygaveherbutshe



seemstobefine..

Masa:Besideswearenotinanyrushforthe

wedding..

Hayden:Youwantedasunsetone..

Masa:Sunsetsarebeautiful,Iwould'vepreferred

itonthebeachbutthevenuewehavewilldo..I

loveyou.

Hayden:Iloveyoumore,comehere..

Shewalkedtohim andsatonhislapasheheld

Ari'ssmallhand.

Masa:Shedoesn'thatehospitalsasmuchasI

do..

Hayden:Youdidn'twanttobeherewhenyou

gavebirthbutyouhadtobehere..

Masa:AsachildIalwaysendeduphere

becauseofmyheartproblem almostevery

week.ItwastortureburIlearnttocontrolitin



myteenageyearsandintoearlyadulthood.

Hayden:TillImessedupandyouendeduphere

again.

Masa:We'repastthat.Don'tbeatyourselfoverit.

Hayden:Ican'thelpbutfeelguiltythatIstressed

youtothepointoflosingHudson'stwin.I'm so

sorryangel..

Masa:wemovedfrom that.

Hesighed.

Hayden:Iknowbut...

Masa:Nobuts.Babe?

Hayden:Yeah..

Masa:Thekidsarealmosteightnow,don'tyou

thinkit'stimeyoushowthem theirmother's

tombstone..

HaydentensedandMasafeltit.Sheturnedto

lookathim.



Masa:Iknowitwashardtellingthem about

Regie,mayhersoulrestinpeacebuttheyhave

toknow.I'm sureintheirsmallinquisitiveminds

theyarewonderingbuttheywon'tvoiceitout.

Hayden:Theyarestillyoung.

Masa:Buttheycanknowandthem beingyoung

isanadvantagebecausetheywon'tdwelltoo

muchonitwhentheyareolder..H

Hayden:I'llthinkaboutit.

Masa:Ifyouwantmetotalkwiththem withyou..

Hayden:I'llthinkaboutit..

Masa:Okay..

Hayden:DoesCaneknowArieisinhospital?

Masa:heisbusybutheknows.

Hayden:Okay..

Herubbedherthighandshelookedathim.



Masa:Obonawena?

Hayden:Angelawholeweek?Outlwanalego

ntimakukuakere?

Masalaughedandhithisshoulder.

Masa:Wehaveahoneymoontopreparefor

kante?

Hayden:andyoudon'tevenknowwhereweare

going?

Masa:Tellme,tellme..

Hayden:I'llhitit?

Masa:Tshek..

Haydenshrugged.

Hayden:It'sagiveandtakewifey..

Masa:Iwanttowalkthefollowingday,thank

youverymuch..

Hayden:Andyoualsohavetoserveyour

husbandMrsSmith.



Masa:Patiencebabe..

Hayden:You'remysecondchanceathappiness.

IthoughtIlostthatforever.

Masa:I'llalwaysbethereforyouforaslongasI

existonthisearth.

HaydenglancedoveratAriellewhowas

peacefullysleeping.

Hayden:There'safewthingsIhaven'ttoldyou.

Masa:Oh..

Hayden:It'salot,I'lltellyouwhenwe'renotin

hospital.Sleep.

Masa:I'm notsleepy.

Hayden:Youwerehalfdrunkearlieron,sleep.

Masa:Youaren'tsleeping?

Hayden:Iwill..

Masajustleanedonhim,feelinghissteady



heart.Sheclosedhereyes.

AnhourlatershewasfastalseepandHayden

pickedherupgentlyplacingheronthebedwith

Arielle.He'llbebackinanhourorso...

Hekissedtheirforeheadsandwalkedout.His

phonerangandheansweredit.

Hayden:Hello?

Tessa:Haveyouthoughtaboutmyoffer?

.

.
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Atthehospital

Haydenchuckled.Hedidn'tseeTessaasthe

beingobsessedanddesperatetype.

Hayden:TheresaI'm notinterested.Howmany

timesshouldIsaythis?

Tessakeptquiet.

Tessa:IsitMasawhopoisonedyouagainstme?

Iknewshetoldyou,shehasbeenwaitingfor

ourrelationshiptogosourbeforeshesunkher

clawsintoyou.

Hayden:Kid,carefulhowyouspeakaboutmy

wife.Gagopalesepegorekegolatelekego



beletsaMasa.

Tessa:Okay.I'm sorry..

Hayden:Tessa?

Herheartskippedabeat.Hesaidhername

softlylikeheusedtosayit.

Hayden:Imovedon.WhoImovedonwithis

noneofyourbusinessanymore.Idon'thaveto

explainmyselfastowhyImarriedMasa.Move

ontoo,I'm nottheoneforyouandeventhough

youhavetheheartofthewomanIstilllove

dearly,youarenotherandevenifyoubehaved

likeher,itwouldhurtlikehellbecauseshe

herselfisnothere..

Tessakeptquiet.

Hayden:Stopcallingmeandmoveon.Do

therapyagain,don'thurtyourselflikethis.



You'restillyoung,youshouldbeoutthere

exploringlifeandnotbehunguponafamily

manlikeme.Ilivedand(chuckled)mywifehas

livedherteenageyearsandwearenowcontent

witheachother,don'tdrawyourselfbacklike

this.Thatsecondwifenonsense,eraseit.Meet

collegeboys,partyandliveyourlifetothe

fullestTessa.

Tessa:Okay.

Hayden:Eventuallytheloveyoufeelformewill

evaporateandyou'lllookbackandlaugh.Have

agoodlifeTheresa.Bye.

HehungupandTessasighed.Shepickedher

diaryandpen.Shestaredattheblankpages

thoughtfully.Shewillmovethough.Maybeshe

shouldapologisetoMasaagain.Sheshould

justleaveit.

Tessa:Getyourselftogether.Getthatdegree



whilstenjoyingyourlife.

Shepagedbackandwentthroughherlifegoals

andlistofpriorities.Sheexhaled.Sheshould

nottieherselftoamanwithkidsbecauseshe

herselfhateskids.Maybeshedodgedabullet

therebuttherewasthatpartofherthat's

jealous.JealousofMasawhoseemedtoglow

likenoone'sbusiness.Sheknowshowgoodhis

dickis,ithasbeeninheranddonepleasurable

things.Thewayhesmiledlazilyafterahot

sessionandwouldstillwantmore.Hewas

insatiableandshewasjealous.ThatMasagot

thatalltoherself,Masawasshortandkidlike

andTessaherselfwastallerthanher.Howshe

handledthatinsatiableappetiteofhis..

Shesighedassheputonheadsetsandlaidon

thebedplayingLabrinth'sJealous.



Tessa:"Iwishedyouthebestof,allthisworld

couldgive

AndItoldyou,whenyouleftmethereisnothing

toforgive

ButIalwaysthoughtyou'dcomeback,tellme

allyoufoundwas..

Heartbreakandmisery

It'shardformetosay,I'm jealousoftheway

you'rehappywithoutme"

Aloneteardroppeddownhercheek.Shewillbe

alright.Shetriedandshehadhitbrickwallsin

theprocess.TherewouldbenoHaydenand

Tessaanymore,thatscenariowillstopliving

rentfreeinhermind.

AtHayden'shouse



Heunlockedthedoorandmadehisway

upstairstothekids'rooms.Theywerequietly

sleepingandhesmiled.Beingafatheris

probablyoneofthebestthingsthathas

happenedtohim.WhenhegottoHudson's

room,hewalkedtothecribandfoundhim

awake.Hejustliftedhishandstohisfatherand

hechuckled.

Hayden:Heylittlemanyoushouldbeasleep.

Hudson:pa-pa..

Hayden:Yesbuddy..let'sgosinceyou'reawake..

Hewalkedoutoftheroom carryinghim down

thestairstothekitchen.

Hayden:Whatwouldyoulikeasalatenight

snack?

Theelevenmontholdboylookedathisfather



andHaydenshookhishead.Howtheseboys

lookedlikehim wasstillsomehowunbelievable.

Hetouchedhissofthairandhesmiled

revealinghistwobabyteeth.Hehadtoapplaud

hiswifeforraisingallhiskids,theyallturned

outgood.Hewentthroughwhatwasinthe

fridgeandlookedatthebabyonhishipwhose

eyeswerecuriouslylookingatthecontentsin

thefridge.

Hayden:Mommydoesn'tletyouseewhat'sin

thefridgedoesshe?Iunderstandbuddy,sheis

alsodenyingmenicethingstoo.

Henoddedasifheunderstood.

AfterHaydenplacedHudsoninhischairhe

pickedwhattheywouldhaveasalatenight

snack.

Hayden:Andamovietoo?Yourmom wouldkill

mesayingthatyoushouldsleepandI'm



disturbingyoursleepingpattern.

HudsonjustgrinnedandHaydentookthatasa

yes.

Hayden:Ihopeyoursiblingsdon'tsnitchonus

littleguy..

Hewenttoplacethetrayonthetablebefore

comingbackforHudsonandhelaiddownon

thecouchplacinghim onhischest.

Hayden:Tshwararemotemona,gabankebago

eneelaakere..(holdthisremote,theynevergive

ittoyou)

Hudsonheldtheremoteinhissmallhandsand

justpressedrandom buttons.

Haydenpressedaparticularbuttonagain

scrollingthroughthechannels.

HaydenwasabouttochangewhenHudson

lookedathim withtearsinhiseyes.



Hayden:Thisisokay?Let'swatchthenbuddy..

Hudsoncuddledintohisfatherashesuckedon

thegrapewatchingtv.

Thetwinsheardsoundsdownstairs.They

yawnedandrubbedtheireyeseachintheir

rooms.Averyworeherslippersandwalkedout.

ShebumpedintoSmithJr.

Avery:Morningorwhatever.

SmithJr:I'lltakethemorning..

Avery:Isdad,mom andArihome?

SmithJrshruggedandtheybothwalked

downstairsfindingtheirdadonthecouchwith

Hudson.

Haydenlookedatthem intheirpyjamas.

Hayden:Aren'tyouguyssupposedtobeinbed?

SmithJr:Whereismom andAri?



Hayden:Stillatthehospital,they'llbeokay.

Avery:You'regoingback?

Hayden:Yes..

Theysatonthecarpetandlookedatthetv.

Avery:Hudselectedthemovie?

Haydennodded.

SmithJr:That'swhywenevergiveababythe

remote..

Hayden:Hedidn'tpickitforyouguys..lethim be..

Hudsonconcentratedonthetvandhissiblings

justsattherewatchingitsincetherewasno

waytheyweregoingtosleepnow.Hudson

giggledashechewedonthebananaslicenow..

Hissiblingsshooktheirheadswithasmile.

Anhourlater,Hudsonwasfastalseeponhis

chestandhebreathedinasighofrelief.



Hayden:Finally..

ThetwinswerestillwideawakeandAvery

walkedbacktotheloungewithabowlof

icecream.

Hayden:Ifyourmom findsou-

Avery:Who'sgonnatellher?

Theylookedamongthemselves.

Avery:she'snevergonnaknow..Anothermovie

daddy?

Hayden:Suure..

SmithJr:Great..

Theywatchedanothermovieforthenexthour

andahalfbeforehehimselffeltsleepy.

Hayden:Okay,Ithinkweshouldsleep,thewe-

(yawning)

HegotupholdingHudsonandswitchedoffthe



tv.

Hayden:Guys.

SmithJr:O-okay...

TheystoodupandHaydenjustwalkedtohis

room andthekidsfollowedhim totheroom.

Thefollowingmorning

Haydenopenedhiseyesandsawallthreekids

fastasleep.Theywereterriblesleepers.Allfour

ofthekidswereandMasaknewitverywell.He

movedHudson'shandsfrom hisfaceandSmith

Jr'slegfrom hisneck,kidcould'vechokedhim

inhissleep.Hedidn'tlikethefactthatAvery's

legswereonhisstomach.Hesworethey

wantedtokillhim.



Hedidn'twanttowakeanyofthem upbuthe

hadtogobacktothehospitalnow.Hehoped

theywillleavehisroom peacefully.Didhehave

timetoeventakeashower?

Hejustchangedtheshirtandworeatee

instead.

Atthehospital

MasawokeupandlookedatArielle.Sheplaced

herhandonherbabyfaceandhertemperature

seemednormalnow.

ThedooropenedandHaydenwalkedin.

Hekissedhercheekandrubbedsleeping

Arielle'scheek.



Hayden:Ibroughtachangeofclothes.

Masa:Thankyoubabe..

Thedoctorwalkedinandshegreetedthe

couplebeforeshecheckedArielle.

Doctor:Sheisokay,wecandischargeherinan

hour.ThelabresultswillbeoutbyTuesday.

Masa:Oh,okay.Thankyou.

Doctor:I'llbringthedischargeforms.

Masanoddedandthedoctorwalkedout.

Hayden:Youcanchangenow..

Anhourlaterthethreeofthem walkedoutof

thehospitalandMasalookedatHayden.

Masa:Laterwe'redoingit?

Hayden:Areyounervous?



Masa:Yes.

HaydenrubbedherhandasAriellejustwatched

them.Shewasfeelingbetterplusshedidn't

wanttoabandonherflowergirlduties.

Masa:Yougoodbaby?Doyouwanttosleep

whenwegethome?Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Arielle:I'llsleepandeat(softly)

Masa:Okaysweetie.Weloveyou.

Arielle:Iloveyou..

MasasmiledandlookedbackatHayden.

Hayden:Iloveyoumore..

Masa:Savethevowsforlatermylove..

TheyarrivedatMasa'splaceandwellthey

foundalotofcars.

Masa:Asthepreparationprocessbegins.My

mom willcomepickthekids.Don'tcallme..



Hayden:Iloveyoutoowoman.

Masasteppedoutofhiscarandopenedthe

doorforArielle.TheywavedHaydenoffand

walkedtothehouse.

MaMasa:Issheokay?

Masa:Fornow,we'reoutofthewoodsbutwe'll

gettheresultsonTuesday.

MaMasa:Okay.Yougetready,soakyourselfin

thebathtub.Themakeupartistwillbeherelater.

Yourdressisintheroom.Thekids'attireisalso

intheirrooms.Uhm foryourchangingattire,at

thelustrousvenueyouguysrented,youcan

changethere.Thehairdresserwillbeherein

twohours,gatweyourhusbandhiredher..

Masa:Youhaveeverythingfiguredout.

MaMasasmiledassheledArielleaway.



Masagrinnedasshewalkedtoherroom.She

foundthewaterreadyandsteamy.

Shegotridoftheclothesandslippedinside.

Masa:Relaxbabygirl.

Afterwhatseemedlikeanhoursheheard

Avery'svoice.Allthekidswereherealright.She

gotoutofthewaterandwalkedtothewatdrobe,

hereyeslandedonablacklacypieceshehas

neverwornever.Sheworeitandsmiledlooking

atherreflectioninthemirror.Sheworeher

blackheelsandsnappedafewpictures.Shedid

looksexyinlingerie,maybesheshouldwearit

underneaththeweddingdress.Something

whiteandsinful?

Sheremovedthepieceandworehergown.She



satonthebedandsentHaydenatextbefore

shesentapicture.Thirsttrapalright.

MeanwhileHaydensatonthebed.Hisphone

beepedandhepickeditup.Amessagefrom

Masa.

Babywife: Eventhough,I'm wifeyyoucanhit

itlikeasidechick.

Hiseyeslandedonthepicture.

Hayden:Masafuckyou!Don'tdothistome

Babywife:Canyoufuckmetillmorning?

Hayden:Icancomerightnowandtakethatoff

youwithmyteeth..

Babywife:Okaybye.

Hayden:Youseethiskindofteasingshouldbe

illegal,who'sgoingtotakecareofmyboner?

Babywife:You'reabigboy.



Haydenlookedatthetentinhispantsand

groaned.

Haydenvideocalledherandsheanswered,she

lookedtooinnocentforherowngood.

Masa:Heybabe,areyouokay?I'm sonervous

andthehairstylistisn'the-

Hayden:Canyoudomeafavour?

Masaraisedaneyebrow.

Masa:Okay.

Hayden:Headtothebathroom forme..

Masalookedathim beforeshelaughed.

Masa:OhmyGod!Seeyouatthealterbabe..

Shehungupandburstoutlaughingsomemore.

MeanwhileaflusteredHaydenlookedather

sexypictureandgroaned.Hemassagedhis

dicklookingatit.



.
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AtHayden'shouse

Haydenlookedinthemirroratthefreshhaircut.

Herubbedhischinashefixedhissuit.Onthis

veryimportantdayCanewashisbestman.He

wasn'tamanofmanyfriendsandsoitwas

easytoknowthattherewon'tbealotof

bridesmaidsandgroomsmen.Theybothdidn't



havealotoffriendsandtheysuremadeupfor

itbybeingeachother'sbestfriend.

Hesmiledashesprayedhiscologne.Hewas

honestlynervous.Shewasgoingtowalkdown

theaisle.Towardshim.Anotherblessing.The

motherofhiskids,hisbestfriend.Herubbedhis

chest.Apartofhim feltlikehedidn'tdeserve

suchanangel.

ThedooropenedandCanewalkedinside.They

hadtalkedaboutAriandhepromisedtokeep

him updated.Theyunderstoodhealsohas

anotherchildtotakecareof.

Cane:You'reready?

Hayden:Canoneeverbereadyforsuch?

Cane:Youtwoarealreadylegallymarried.

Hayden:Iknow,justthat...itissurreal.Likea



dream Imightwakeupfrom..

CaneheldhisshoulderasHaydenlookedatthe

mirroragain.

Cane:Sheisnotgoinganywhere...shouldwego

waitforyourbride?

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Ithinkit'stime.

Attheweddingvenue

Theguestsstoppedastheytookinthewhole

design.Everythingseemeddelicateandsoft,

shadeoflilacandwhiteplayedaround.Thesun

wassettingleavinghuesoforangesandpinks

makingitallseem ethereal.

LetsolookedaroundasKatsoheldherhand.



Letso:Thesimplicityinthisisbeautiful..

Katso:Simpleyetnotsimpleagain..

Theylookedaroundoncemoreandthey

spottedtheband,farfrom thepeopleandLetso

nodded.Theydecidedonalivebandinsteadof

adjandaneveningweddingorwasitanight

wedding?Whicheveronemightbe,itwas

beautiful..

Katsoledthem totheirdesignatedseatsand

theysatdownwaitingasshelookedupahead

atthealter.Awhitecarpetinsteadofaredone.

Thealterwasatapestryofpinkrosesandwhite

roseswithatouchofbeautifuldaisiesfor

variety.

Thecanopywhichwasdeemedthealter



seemedsoprivateandsacred.Likeitwasjust

forthetwoandthepriest.Theprieststoodby

thealterinhisuniform andhesmiledatthe

guests.Everythingwasdelicatelyplannedtobe

simpleyetspeakvolumes.Itfeltlikeasoft

fairytaleweddingaswhitebowsadornedthe

chairs,thegueststhemselvesweredressedto

killandonemightevenassumetheywantedto

outshinethebridewhohasn'tarrivedyet.Even

thegroom wasnothereyet.Letsosighed

wistfully.Maybeonedayshemightgetto

experiencetruelove.ShewashappyforMasa

andLetsostillfeltapologeticforwhatshedid

toMasa.Masahasneverdoneherwrongor

dirtyandmaybeGodsawherpureheart.White

astherosesthatadornedtheoutdoorvenue.

Katsoglancedatherside.

Katso:Doyouneedajacket?

Sheshookherheadasadelicatewindblew

pastandthescentsoftherosesgotmore



stronger.Letsolookedatthesunsetandshe

smiled.Thiswasgoingtobeanicewedding.

AtMasa'shouse

Masablinkedseveraltimestryingnottocry

afterhermakeupwasdone.Hermotherbent

downtofixherheels.

MaMasa:Youarebeautiful.Rememberthat

timewhenyousaidyouwantedtobeaprincess

whenyouweresix?

Masanodded.

MaMasa:Youareone..

Shecarefullypickedthegoldentiaraplacingit

carefullyonMasa'shead.

MaMasa:Beautiful.



Shedelicatelyfixedtheflowerembroidedcape

veilandMasaheldbacktears.

Mass:I'm notdreaming?

MaMasa:Notatall..

Thebodiceofthedressaccentuatedherhips

beforethedressstartedtobeloosefrom there,

makingittheperfectdress.Thelengthwas

perfect.Shewasn'tperfectbutherweddingday

was.Sjewasn'tgoingtoweartheveilthat

coveredhereyesbecausethehistorybehind

thatwasn'twhoshewasorwhatherpast

showed.

Masaturnedtolookatherreflectiononcemore.

Shelookedsoregalandprincesslike,thetiara

madeeverythingperfect.



MaMasa:Weshouldgetgoing,yourhusbandis

probablywaitingforyouatthealter.Yourdadis

alsowaiting.Hecan'tcontainhisexcitement.

Masa:I'm nervous.Isthisme?Theteenager

whoatonepointwasboundtofailateverything

inlife?

MaMasa:Godhasplansforeachoneofus,

don'truinthemakeupssweetness.Yourdriver

andescortarewaitingoutside.Tillylongleft

withthekids.Noonehasseenyouinthis

exceptmeandyouareperfectangel.

Masa:mamaI'm farfrom beinganangel..

MaMasa:Youaremine.Iloveyouokay?

Theysharedahugthatlastedformorethana

minute.WhenMasabrokethehug,hermother

kissedhercheeksoftlybeforewalkingaway.



Thebrideturnedandshetouchedthemirror

lookingatherengagementring.

Masa:Lordthankyou!

Thatwasallshesaidbeforeshewalkedtothe

loungeandfoundthedriverandaladyescort

waitingforher.Theladyescorthelpedholdher

dressandveilastheyledhertothecar.She

thankedthem asshegotinsideandthedriver

closedthedoor.

Masaplacedherhandsinherlapastheh

becameclammywithnervousnesskickingin.

Thecarstartedmovingandsheleanedback,

alreadyhervowshadleftherhead.Shethought

thatshehadmemorizedthevowsshehad

writtendownbuthermindwasalreadyamess...



.

.

*

*

*

FOREVER&ALWAYS

*86*

Attheweddingvenue

Thesoftmelodystartedplayingminutesafter

theimportantguestssatdown.Thefamilywas

presentforthishugemilestoneintheir

children'slives.Theyallknewthatthestepthe

twotookwasnotgoingtobeaneasyone.The

importantbusinessassoviatesgracedthe



weddingwiththeirpresenceandHaydensmiled

asRebakeptaseriousfacelisteningtohis

babblingwife.Theywerepolaroppositesbut

workedlikeawelloiledmachine.

Hecouldn'twaittowritehisownlovestorywith

thewomanwhowasgoingtowalkdownthe

aisle.CanewalkedfirstbeforeHaydenfollowed.

Someoftheladieskepttheireyesgluedonto

him,hewassosimplebutsomewhowhewas

attractive.Pityhewasgettingmarried.Kesa

shiftedinherseatasshewatchedhim walk

downtheaisle.HowMasahadallofthatstill

baffledher.

Theguestskepttheireyesonthegroom who

unbuttonedhissuitjacket.Hayden'suncles

chuckled.Hewasnottheconventionaltypeand

theyhadalreadygottenusedtothat.Hayden



talkedwithCaneastheywaitedfortheladyof

theeveningtoshowup.Shewasthegoingto

bethecentreofattentionassoonasshe

showedup.

Haydenshiftedhisfeetwaitingforhisbride.

Masaarrivedandherfatherhadmetherrightat

theentrance.Hesmiled.

RaMasa:You'vegrownsomuch..

Masa:Dad...

RaMasa:You'rebeautiful.

Masa:Thankyoudad...

Sheheldherfather'shandandleanedagainst

him.

Masa:Thankyoudad..Iloveyou.



RaMasajustheldher.

MeanwhilethebandstartedplayingDan+Shay's

Speechless.Haydenstooduprightashisbaby

girlstartedmakingherwaytowardsthealter

throwingpinkrosepetalsandpeopleaawwed

seeingAvery.Averysmiledatherfatherasshe

satinthefront.

Ariellefollowedasshethrewwhiterosepetals.

ShesmiledlookingatHaydenandherdadand

wenttositnexttoAvery.

Tilyasthebestladywalkeddowntheaisleand

that'swhenpeopleknewthethatthebridewas

onherway.Haydenclearedhisthroatasthe

songstopped.Thebandstartedplayingasoft

melodyastheywaitedforthebridetoshowup.



Masanervouslyheldherdad'shandasthey

walkedtothealter.

Masa:Dadmywalksarefine?

RaMasa:Youareangel.

Masacouldhearthesoftmelodyasthey

approachedthealter.Shebowedhercrowned

headassoonasshecouldseethewhitecarpet.

Shedidn'tknowhowHaydenwasgoingtoreact

toseeingher.PeoplegaspedasMasa

gracefullywalkeddownthealterholdingher

father'shand.Shestilldidn'twanttolifther

head.

Theyreachedtheendofthealterandherfather

handedherovertoHayden.Haydenwantedher

tolookathim butatthemomenthecouldn't



findtheperfectwords.Aqueeninhiskingdom?

Definitely.

Masafinallyliftedherheadandliterallyknocked

thebreathoutofhislungs.Hereyesglazed

withunshedtearsastheylookedintoeach

other'seyes.Itwassosilentbuttheycouldhear

itinthesilencethattheywereinlove,words

werenotneededasthesunwasfinallygoingto

rest,givingreigntonight.Thestarsthathad

startedtofillthesky.

Haydenheldhersmallhandstightlyinhisstill

lookkngintohereyes.Whenhesayshedoesn't

deserveher,hemeansexactlythis.Shewasthe

angelhethoughtheshouldn'tdaretaint.Today

shewaseveryinchanangelandprincess.His

heartracedasthewordsjumbledinhismouth.



Priest:Wearegatherrdheretowitnessthe

unionofMasaSundayandHaydenSmith.If

anyoneobjects,pleasedosayitorforeverhold

yourpeace.

Aboutofsilencepassed.

Priest:Sincetherearenoobjectionswecan

proceed.

Asthepriestsaidthat,theringbearerbeing

SmithJrwalkeddowntheaisleholdingthe

ringsonawhitecushion.Masasmiledasthe

boypresentedthem withtherings.Whata

shameheryoungestwasstillyoungbutshe

couldspothim withhermother.

MasamouthedathankyouatSmithJrasshe

pickedtheringandHaydendidthesame.They

facedeachotherandMasacouldn'tmaintain

thatperfecteyecontactasshelookeddown.



Herheartskippedseveralbeats.Hereshewas.

Holdingthehandsofthemansheloved.She

wasgoingtosayIDoandbetieddowntohim

foraslongaslifepermits.

Priest:Itwouldbesuchaboringweddingifthey

didn'thavetheirownvowsthatmakeeveryone

bawltheireyesout..soovertoyouMrSmith.

Thecrowdchuckledbutthechucklessoondied

outasHaydenclearedhisthroat.Toomuch

emotionandhewassurehecouldn'tremember

asinglevowhehadwrittendown.

Hayden:Lookatme(softly)

Masalookedathim andHaydensmiled,the

smilereachinghiseyesthaycrinkledatthe

corners.



Silencenowfilledtheareaandtheirlovewas

palpableinthesilence,evenwithnowords

exchangedtheyfeltitandifthatwasn'tastrong

connectiontheydidn'tknowwhatwas.

Haydensquuezedherhandandpausedbefore

hespokewithastrangelookonhisface.

Hayden:You'remybestfriend..

Masasmiledtearfullystillholdingontohislarge

hands,sheknewwhatitwas,heisinlove.

Hayden:I-I,thislittleMrshereispartofthe

reasonwhyI'm stillsane,uhm wemetyears

agoundersomereallyquestionableterms..

Masachuckledlookingattheground.

Hayden:Ididn'tknowshewouldturnouttobe

mysecondshotatlove.Sheselflesslygave

moreofherselftoraisemykids..webecame

bestfriendsbeforewewereevenlovers.Ican't

exactlyputmyfeelingsintowordsbututteringI

loveyouwouldneverbeenough.I'm notthe



bestpersontherebutshelovesme.

Wholeheartedly,purely.Sheisamazing,an

angel.Ialwaystellherthatandshenever

believesme..

Heheldherchinlookingintohereyes.She

didn'twanttocry.

Hayden:Shedoesn'tknowhowmuchshe

meanstome,sheisanecessityIcan'tlive

without.Thereisnomewithoutyou,Iswearon

mylastbreaththatIwilllivetryingtoshowyou

whatlovereallyis,liftyouhigh,supportyou

througheachandeverything.Allowmeto

redefineyou..YouaretheSunshineinmystorm,

thisbrokenheartstartedbeatingforyouagain

sogivemethechancetothoroughlyloveyouin

thebestwayIknowhow.

Inthecrowdsomepeopleshooktheirheads.

Wow.KnowingHayden'shistoryandthefact



thathefoundsomeonewhom gavehim ashot

atloveonceagainwasbeautiful.Itwasa

beautifulsighttosee.

TearsrolleddownMasa'seyesassheblinked

lookingatthestarsinthedarksky.

Haydenusedhisthumbtowipehertearsaway.

Hayden:Ican'tpromiseyouforeverandalways

butIcanpromiseyouthatIwillberightherefor

you,whereverlifetakesus,Iwillcomerunning

whenyoucallmyname.Iwillbehereforyou,at

theendofthedayIwillbeyourbiggest

cheerleaderasyou'realreadymine.Ipromise

thataslongasyouwearthisringthat

symbolizesmylove,Iwillstandbyyou,will

weathereverystorm withyoumypocketfulof

sunshine.MasaIdon-

Hiswordschokedhim ashelookedatMasa



whowassilentlycryinglookingathim.

Hayden:Idon'tknowhowtotellyouthatIlove

you,Iloveyousodamnmuchthatthethought

ofnothavingyouhurtsandleavesahollow

acheinmychest.Takethisringasapromiseof

mylovetoyou,knowthatIloveyoutothe

moonandSaturn.

Heheldherhandandslidtheringonherfinger

withMasaalreadycrying.

Heusedhishandstowipehertears.

Masa:uhm..ohGod!(crying)

Haydenjustlookedatthepriestbeforehe

pulledhiscryingbrideintohisembrace.

Hauden:angelbreath...

Masa:Uhm..



Shecriedintohischestasherubbedcircleson

herback.Theguestsdabbedtheireyesabitas

theylookedatthecoupleatthealter.

Hayden:You'regoodsweetheart?

Shenoddedashebrokethewarm embraceand

heldherhands.

Masa:I'velovedyouinsecret.Ididn'tknowit

hadbeenlovethefirsttimeIsawyoubutat

thattimeIhadnotyetmaturedintothewoman

Iam.Inmysmallmind,IwaslikeIdon'tdeserve

him.Hedeservesapersonwhohasn'tmade

mistakesbecausehehasbeenthroughalot

andIcan'tgivehim whatheneeds.Buthe

provedmewrong,heletmegoonlytocome

backtowhathefeltheneeded.Asmuchas

you'rehurt,ifthepersonyouloveishappy

withoutyouthenletthem behappywithoutyou

evenifitkillsyouinside.

Haydenheldhecheek.Hewastemptedtokiss



herthenandthere.Hegaveheralook,meant

justforher.

Masa:Hetaughtmehowtolovehim withthe

lovehegivesme.ForonceIletgoofthefears

andghostsasinglestep,notmuchbutitmeant

alot.

Haydenkissedherhand.

Masa:Ican'tputmyfeelingsintotheperfect

wordsbutI'm reallytrying.Helovesme,he

lovesme,whythehelldoeshelovewhenhe

couldhaveanyoneelse?That'swhatalways

goesthroughmymind,howcanheloveme

whenIcan'tbringmyselftolovemeforme..But

that'swhenyouknowthatit'slove,heshowed

mehowtolovemyselfandIcanproudlysaythe

bestpartofmeisyoubabe.IloveyouHayden

Smith.Andyes,Iwantyourbaddaysandgood

days.Iwillweatherthestorm withyou,Ithank

theLordthatwedidmeetthoughwedidn't

knowthattheroadwillleadushere.Icansay



you'veenthralledmeinyourspiralofloveand

passion.Everydaywithyoufeelslikethefirst

time,everynightIlayinyourarmsitfeelslikea

dream becauseyoulovemeandI'veneverbeen

lovedthewaythatyouloveme.Babyyousee

thesky,thisnightissparklingandIdon'tthink

I'lleverforgetthismoment,whenwesaidouri

dosunderthestarsinthisbeautifulnight.

Haydenshuffledhisfeet.Hedidn'twanttocry.

Helookedatherglisteningeyes,asthemoon

andthefairylightsilluminatedherperfectface,

shesmiledwithtearsinhereyes.

Masa:Babysosayyes,I'llgiveyoueverything.I

willbeallyourstonight.Ipromisetobealways

berightbyyourside.Iknowyou'renotokay,I

promiseI'llfixyouwithmyloveforaslongas

youweartheringI'm abouttosliponyour

finger.I'llbeyourwifewholeheartedlyandIwill

alwaysbethere,runtoyouwhenitgetstough,



beyoursafespace.You'llbesafeinmyarms

love,neverwillIjudgeyoubecauseI'm your

reflection.I'lltakeyourpainalongwithmine

andgiveitsomekindofmeaning.Foraslong

aswearemarried,ortilltheendoftimeortill

GodpermitsIwillbeyournumber1fan.Ilove

youandwordsaren'tenoughtoprovemylove

toyoumylove.

Sheheldhishandandslippedtheringonhis

finger.

Masa:Withthisring,Ipromisetobeyourwife

andthemotherofyourchildren.Tobeyour

homemaked,giveyoupeaceandbeyoursafe

space.Ipromisetoloveyouwitheveryfibreof

mybeingforaslongasweareinthismarriage

together.

Shelookedupintohiseyes.



Thepriestdabbedhiseyesbeforehecleared

histhroat.

Priest:Afterthi-thesevows..wow..Ipronounce

youashusbandandwife.Youmaykissthe

bride.

Haydenheldthebackofherheadgentlyashis

tongueslidinsmoothly,frenchkissingher

despitethetears.Hebrokethekissastheir

foreheadstouched.

Hayden:Iloveyouangel.

Masa:I-Iloveyoutoo..

Haydentippedherchinupwardsandravished

herlipsagaininamuchslowerkiss.Masa

closedhereyesaseveryemotiontheyhavefelt

thelastfewhourswassharedinthatsearing

kiss.Haydenbrokethekissandbitherlowerlip.

Hayden:You'readdictiveangel.



Masasmiled.

Priest:InowpresentMrandMrsSmithladies

andgentlemen.

Theguestsstoodupandclappedtheirhands

ashardastheycanwhenHaydencaughtMasa

bysurpriseandliftedher.

Masa:oh!

Thiswasbeautiful.Itreallywasbeautifuland

theyweregladtheywerehereforit.

HaydencarriedMasaalongthealterasshe

snuggledintohisshoulder.

Hayden:MrsHayden?

Sheblushedanddidn'tlookathim.

Hayden:Wehaveapproximatelyanhourtoget



readyforourweddingreception,wecanquickly

passtime..

Masablushed.Thismanthough.

.
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Atthevenue

Haydencarriedhiswifeintothebedroom.He

closedthedoorandlockeditashesatdown



withherstillinhisarms.

Hayden:You'rebeautiful..

Masa:Andwehadtosharearoom tochange

clothes.

Hayden:Asitshouldbe..

Hissturdyhandsremovedthecapeandcrown

beforeherubbedherbareshoulders.

Heturnedherashestartedtountiethebodice.

Hayden:Traditionallythiswasforthemanto

rakehistimetoravishhisbride,dealingwiththe

manystringsonthedressandyoumadeityour

missiontohaveadresslikethat..(softly)

Hekiseedhernecksuckingonitbeforehewent

toundoingthemanyties.



Hayden:I'm averypatientmanSunshine.

Masa'sbreathingsloweddownashisvoice

caressedher.

Hayden:Itfeelslikeunwrappingagift,

somethingpreciousthatyouwanttosavourthe

momentandnotrushtheprocess..

Hecontinuedwithwhathewasdoingtillhewas

doneandthebodicewentdown.Hestoodup

withherandslowlypulledthedressdown

takinginherwithherwhitelingerie.Hehas

neverreallyseenherinlingerieinpersonandit

wasasighttobehold.

Hayden:Stepoutofthedressangel.

Shedidashesaidandherubbedhercheek.

Hayden:Agoodhusbandwouldwaittillthe

nightisoveranddonewithbutwebothknow

I'm notagoodhusbandright?(smirking)



Haydenheldthebackofherneckashefrench

kissedher,tastingher,hisbloodrushing

throughhisveinsandofcoursehisbigboywas

alreadyreadyforaction.

Masakissedhim backassheheldhischeek.

Haydenbrokethekissandbreathedintoher

neck.

Hayden:Yousmellnicetooangel.Ithinkthey

willhavetowaitforthebrideandgroom,we

cantakeallthetimeweneed..(kissingher

jawline)

Hepausedandsmiled.Masastartedto

unbuttonhisshirtandhelaughed.

Hayden:YouseewhyImarriedyou,let'sgo..

Hesaidashehuggedherfrom behindwalking

tothebathroom.



Hayden:Iloveyouwoman!

Masa:Iloveyoutoobutdon'trendermyability

towalk..

Hayden:We'llseebabygirl.

Masaturnedtolookathim andhelaughedas

hegotridofhisclothes.Masatookinhim,he

waswholesomealright.

Hayden:Likewhatyousee?

Masashruggednonchalantlyandhejustpicked

herupgettingintheshowerwithher.He

openedthewaterandMasagaspedlaughingas

itwetherhairandwellthelingerieshewas

wearing.

Masa:ohmyGod!Hayden!Myhair!!

Hayden:I'llhelpyouwithit..

Hesaidasheusedhisteethtotakeoffthe

lingeriethatclungtoherwetbody.



Hayden:Inevergobackonmypromises.

Masashudderedashisteethscrappedagainst

herskin.Haydencrouchedbeforeherashis

warm breathhitherthighs.Hestillusedhis

teethtotakethethongoffandhegrinnedas

shesteppedoutofit.

Stillcrouchinghishandsgrippedherthighsas

hestartedtolickherinnerthighs.

Masa:uh..

Hayden:Wedon'thavetorush..westillhave

time..

Hestooduprightandgrabbedherneckpulling

herinforakissandhekepthiskneebetween

herlegsashe#EXPLICIT

Atthereception



Theguestlookedattheirwatches.Thebride

andgroom were30minuteslatealreadybut

theywerepatient.

Meanwhileinthebedroom Haydensuckedon

Masa'sneckasshetriedtostyleherhair.

Masa:Youpromisedtodomyhair..

Hayden:Ihairdryeditbabe,gaketlego

tshwengwanna..

Masashookherheadashemovedfrom her

andshelookedatherneckinthemirror.Pink,

veryverypinkwithveryvisiblelovebites.

Hayden:WellI'm doneandwaitingforyou.

MasajustbrushedtheBrazilianweaveback,

stylingtheedgesonly.Shewasn'tgoingtostyle

itwellunderpressure.

Shestoodupandworehershoes.



Hayden:Heels?

Masa:Trustmedearhusband.

Heraisedhishandsasheslippedhishandsin

hisblackdresspants,theshirtcollarobviously

matchedherdress.Funnythingtheywere

wearingtraditionalclotheswithherdungaree

kneelengthdress.

Hayden:Babe?

Masa:Mmh?

Hayden:Leavetheheelstlhemmaotlore

golega.

HejustopenedtheboxthatMasahadbeen

ignoring.

Masa:Matchingsneakers?

Hayden:WearthoseandIthinktheymatchthe

outfit.



Masa:Okayfine..

Shesatdownandgotridoftheheelswearing

thesneakershegotforher.Shestoodupand

twirledforhim.

Hayden:Nowwecango.

Hetookherhandastheywalkedout.

Minuteslatertheyarrivedandtheguests

cheered.Theytooktheirtimealright.

Mc:Finally.Thepeoplewe'vebeenwaitingfor

havearrived..

MasasatnexttoTillywhofinallygaveouta

sighofrelief.

Tily:Abouttime.

Masa:I'm hereandthat'sallthatmatters.



Mc:Wecanstartourcelebrationforthenight

andladiesandgentlemenknowthatthenightis

stillyoung.

From thereontheystartedwithspeechesfrom

Tily,Cane,Masa'sparentsandofcoursethey

gavethekidsachancetosaytheirpiecebefore

theirbedtime.Thepeoplecooedastheylooked

attheirfourchildren.Toocuteandjustperfect.

MasakissedHudsoncheekwhodidn'tseem

botheredthathehasn'tbeeninhismother's

armsformorethanhalftheday.

Hayden:Okaythekidsaregone..

Mc:Beforethedancefloorisopenandthecake

iscutcanwehaveaspeechfrom ourcouple?

Masa:Uhm..



Everyonechanted"Speech!Speech!Speech!"

Tillthecouplegavein.

Masa:It'sgoingtobebriefaspossible...

HaydenlookedatMasa.

Masa:Heisnotasshyandquietashelooks.

Hayden:Yoh!Yoh!(shakinghishead)

Masa:Okaythankyouguysforattendingour

wedding,showingupforbourreceptionandwe

wereprettylate,theblameisonhim though,I'm

innocentonthatpart.

Theychuckled,ofcourseeveryonenoticedthe

hickeysonherneck.Haydenrubbedhischin

keepingonehandaroundherwaist.

Masa:Tlherrabuasengwemme..

Shefacedthecrowdasshesmiledandwenton



talkingearninglaughshereandthere.

Shefacedherhusbandwhojustkepthishand

aroundherwaist.

Masa:Babe?

Shestoodonhertiptoesashebentdownfor

hertowhisperinhisear.Aslysmilegracedhis

lips,revealinghisperfectteeth.Hestraightened

upandfacedthecrowd.

Hayden:Wellthankyouguysandthistiny

humanbeinghassaiditall.

Hisdeepvoicereverberatedintheroom withit

beingamplifiedbythemic.

Theywalkedawayfrom thestage.

Masa:Tilythedjisready?Tsadicakeretladi

bonabazakes..grooveebotlhokwa..

Matildajustgaveherathumbsup.



TheDJplayedShaniaTwain'sFrom This

MomentOn.MasaandHaydenheldhandsas

theymadetheirwaytothedancefloorandhe

placedhishandsonherwaistassheplacedher

headonhischest.Shesoftlybreathedagainst

him astheyslowdancedtothesongthat

openedthedancefloor.MasalookedatHayden

mouthingthewordsofthesongastheymade

eyecontact.

Masa:"You'rethereasonIbelieveinloveand

you'retheanswertomyprayersfrom upabove"

Sherestedherheadonhischestasthey

dancedtillthesongended.Haydenkissedher

lipssoftlyoncethesongended.

Hayden:Youwanttodance?

Masa:Withaglassofwineinmyhands.

Hayden:Justoneglass.

Masa:Justone,dancewithme..



Hayden:I'llsitdown..

Masa:Youaregoingtodancemothowa

Modimo.Kamme(crossingherfingers)

Haydenlaughedashewenttopourwineforher,

hehandedhertheglassbeforehesatdown.

Masa:Thefloorisopenanddjcanweswitch

thelanguage?

TheDJplayedtheThandolwethusongby

MafikizoloandLoapilookedatDan.

Loapi:Youremember?Thissongbringsbacka

lotofmemoriesNnaMrI'm goingtodance.

Dan:Iknewit..

Loapi:Must,must..

MeanwhileMaduolookedatReba.

Reba:FineMrsKgosi.Fine!



Shekissedhim onthecheekasshestoodup.

Maddy:That'swhyIloveyousir..

Heshookhishead..

Masagotdownonthefloordancingholdingher

wineglassastherestoftheladiesjoinedher.

Shewasdancinglookingatherhusbandwho

grinned.Aslongasshewashappy.

Whenthesongfinallyendedtheladieslooked

ateachotheragain.

Masa:Okaythatwashellanice.

Madou:AndIdidn'tmanagetosay

congratulations.Youtwoarecutetogether.

Masapushedherhairbackwithasmile.

Masa:Thankyousomuch.



Loapi:Congrats,wearestilldancing?

Masa:Yeah..

Matildaandsomeofthegentsjoinedthedance

floorasthedjplayedDjObza'sMangDakiwe...

Masaplacedherwineglassdown..

Tily:Okay,yoursong!!(hypingherup)

Masa:Ngwanaka!!

Masadidhermoves,flexingherflexibilityon

top.Afewminutesintothesong,everyonewas

hypingherup.

Shewasn'tevenawarethatthesmallcirclethey

hadmadepartedandshegaspedseeing

Hayden.

Masa:Gosh!OkaybabydaddyareyekooMr..



Hayden:Ican'tbelieveI'm doingthis..(shaking

hishead)

Masa:Okaylet'sgo..

Theydancedinoneaccordaseveryonegasped.

EvenCanewassurprised.Haydencoulddance?

Betteryet,theydancedtogether.

MaMasa:I'm shooketh..

Uncle:Same.Same..

Masa:"I'm sureifIdidyouwrong..."

Theydancedandwhenthesongendedheheld

herwaist.

Masa:Youdancedinapublicspace.WenaMr

CEO!(laughing)

Hayden:Shutup



Masa:Babythenightisstillyoung,aswepress

playtoanothersong.

Sheescapedhisgraspasshedancedto

anothersong.Shesatdownshortlyafterthat

oneassomepeoplegotdownonthe

dancefloor.

Masa:Ashortbreak..AsIeatsomethingbefore

wedancemore,youarejoiningmeagain.

Theytalked,Masadoingmostofthetalkingas

HaydenlistenedtoherramblingaboutGod

knowswhat.Afterhalfanhourwhenshefelt

likeshewasfullshestoodupastheDjplayed

anothersong..

Masa:Babythisoneplease!

Hayden:Walapisa...



Thesonggotmorethan80%ofthepeopleon

theirfeetastheyswitchedtodiscolights,some

holdingtheirbeerbottlesandwineglasses.

ObviouslythenightwasstillyoungasHayden

stoodupandjoinedMasa,whodancedalong,

slowly..waitingforthebeatchangesothatshe

canmoveherhips.Thedjincreasedthevolume

ofMshayi&MrThela'siPartysoundtrack..

Masa:I'm enjoyingthis...

Whenthebeatfinallydroppedshedidthat

dancemovewhereshemovedherhipsandshe

wassmiling.Haydenchuckledashiswifedid

herthing,atthispointeveryonewasdoingtheir

ownthing..



WhenitendedpeopleexhaledandMasaleaned

intoHayden'schest.

Masa:Thelastpart,Ithinkeveryoneforgot

aboutthecakeebile.

Hayden:Whichis?

Masa:Thefireworksbabe.

Hayden:Youenjoyedyourweddingday?

Masa:Our!YesIenjoyedourweddingday.A

wholelot.ThisisonememorythatIwillalways

cherish.Foreverandever.

HaydenkissedherforeheadasMasscalledthe

MCovertotellherthattheystillneededtosee

andshootthefireworks.

Hayden:IloveyouMrsSmith.

Masa:IloveyoutooMrSmith.

.

.



*

*

*

FOREVER&ALWAYS

*88*

Thefollowingmorning

AtHayden'shouse

Haydenwokeupfirstandhelookedathiswife

whowasdeadwithsleep.Hejusttookafew

picturesofher,howdidhegetluckywithher?

Masaturnedandhejustwrappedhishands

aroundherbarewaist.Hekissedherchestand

hegotundercoverswiththeintentionof



muffingherbuthewasmetwithaswollenpink

pieceofmeatandheknewhecameinsideof

hercountlessoftimesduringthecourseofthe

night.Insteadhewenttokissherlipsandshe

justmurmuredinhersleep.Apartofhim

wantedtolethersleepbecausehedidn'teven

lethispoorwifegetanysleepafterthe

receptionbutshewastemptinganditwasso

muchsweeterwhenitwasswollen.

Hekissedherneckbeforeheslidinsidehe

warm softnessandhegroanedassheopened

hereyesblinkingacoupleoftimes.Allshefelt

washisdickfillingherupashewentslow.

Hayden:Morningangel..

Insteadofutteringthesamegreetingshe

moanedhisname.

Hayden:Iloveyoutooangel..

Andhewentharderasshegrabbedthesheets.



Hayden'ssemenfilledherupshortlyaftershe

cameunderhisexpertguidance.

Hewentstillinsideofherashewatchedher

comedownfrom herlittlemorninggloryclimax.

Haydenslidoutofherandpulledherbody

towardshim,pushingherhairawayfrom her

sweatyface.

Hayden:You'refullyawake?

Shenoddedstillbreathingheavilyagainsthis

chest.Shedidn'tknowhowmuchofhisdick

shecantakenow.

Haydenkissedthetopofherheadasshe

closedhereyes.Shewantedtosleep.Nosex,

nothing..

Hayden:You'regoingbacktosleep?

Shenoddedasshefixedherheadcomfortably

onhischest.



Hesighedandletherbe.Itwashisfaultand

shewastired,shewastinyandhehadtokeep

hislibidoincheck.

AtUniversityofBotswana

Tessascrolleddownthepicturesoftheir

weddingandsomeonehadrecordedtheirvows.

Theywerebeautifulandevenasitwentquiet,

shecouldfeeltheirlovetoointhesilenceand

throughthescreen.Asmuchasthetwowerein

lovehermindkeptaskingwhyMasa?Whyher?

Someofthequestionsshe'llnevergetanswers

to.

Shegrabbedherbagandwalkedinsidethe

hospitalforherregularrotations.Shehatedthat



itwasalwayspacked,shejustwantedacalm

environmenthencewhenshewasfreeshe

alwaysvolunteeredatherfavouriteprivate

clinic.

AtMasa'sparents

TheotherchildrenplayedasAriellesleptin.Ma

Masamadesuretocheckhertemperatureand

giveherthemedicationsheneededforher

fever,hermotherhadsaidtheresultsfrom

Arielle'sbloodworkwouldbeoutonTuesday

anditwasonlyaSaturday.

Shesmiledasshethoughtaboutthewedding.

Herdaughterwassohappyanditmaddher

happywhenshewashappy.Whoknewthat

yearslater,nicethingswouldhappeninher

daughter'slife.ShewantedtocallMasabutshe



probablyshouldnot,sheshouldspendtime

withherhusbandandsheshouldn'tinterrupt

thenewlyweds.

AtHayden'shouse

Masafinallywokeuptoanemtpybedasshe

stretchedherbodyandyawned.Thebedroom

doorandinwalkedherhusbandinshortsand

not-shirt.

Hayden:Goodafternoon..

Masa:Afternoon?(yawning)

Hayden:Yessweetheart..Icooked.

Masa:Thankyou,it'sjustthetwoofusright?

Hayden:Yes.Ipostponedourflightto

Wednesday.WehavetowaittillwegetAri's

bloodworkresults.



Shesmiledsoftlypushingherhairback.

Masa:Thankyoulove.

Hayden:Andyou'restuckwithmetillthen..

Masalaughedabitasshepeeledtheduvetoff

andstretchedherbodyagain.Sheraisedan

eyebrowlookingatHayden.

Masa:Don'tthinkaboutit.Ineedabathandto

getclean.Anyplansfortheday?

Hayden:Wellwehavesomewheretobe..

Masa:Comepickmeup..(liftingherhands

towardshim)

Hayden:You'resuchababy.

Masa:Yourbaby.Nowpickmeup...

Hejustpickedherupwalkingtothebathroom.

Hayden:Howlongisitgoingtotakeyoutoget

ready?

Masa:Anhour.



Hayden:YourhourstartsnowMrsSmith..

Heplacedheronthetoiletseatandkissedher

cheekwalkingout.

Masafilledthebathtubbeforesheslidinside.

Haydensatonthecouchashewentthrough

hissocialmedia.Heupdatedonceinawhile

buthewassurprisedwhenheopeneda

Facebookmessagefrom Tessa.

Tessa:Congratulationsonthewedding.She

wasbeautiful

Hayden:Thanks.

Tessa:Welcome.

Hereaditandwentofflineashedialedhia



motherin-law'snumber.

MaMasa:Hello.

Hayden:Hellouhm howarethekids?

MaMasa:Ariellejustwokeup,therehasbeen

nosignofthefever.

Hayden:ThankGod!Hudsonbehaving?

MaMasa:Thatoneisasweetbaby..

Haydenlaughed.

Hayden:Maybetoyou.Tellallfourofthem we

saidhi.

MaMasa:Willdo.

Hesaidhisgoodbyesandhungup.Hehadto

waitfortheMrstogetreadynow.

AtLetty'shouse



Shesawpicturefrom Hayden'sweddinganda

partofherwasjealousthathedidn'teven

acknowledgeherashismother.Iftherewasa

personwhowasveryseriousaboutcutting

peopleoffitwasHayden.Shereallywantedto

bepartofhislifetofixherwrongs,herpast

mistakes.

Shethoughthardaboutitandfiguredthatthe

onlypersontogetthroughtoamanwashis

wife.Maybesheshouldfindhiswife'snumber

andtrytoaskhertotalktoHaydenonher

behalf.Thatwasasolidplan.

AtHayden'shouse

MasamadeherwaytotheloungeandHayden



grinned.

Hayden:Finally.Letmewearat-shirtandwe

cango.

Whenhewasdoneheheldherwaistleadingher

outofthehouse.

Masa:Wherearewegoing?

Hayden:You'llsee..

Haydenopenedthecardoorforherbeforehe

joggedtohisside.

Hegotinsideandstartedthecar.Masajust

heldherphonebeforesheplaceditdownand

lookedathim smiling.

Hayden:Iknowyou'reobsessedwithme,don't

lookatmelikethat.



Masa:Likewhat?

Hayden:Likeyou'regonnakillmeifIdarehurt

you..

Masa:Ohtrustmedearhusband,Iwill.

Thenshefacedtheotherwaywithasmile.

Haydenreversedthecarbeforehedroveoff

andthegatecloseditself.

Ontheroad

Haydendrovealongholdinghiswife'sother

hand.Hestoleglancesatherassheheldher

phonewiththeotherone.

Masa:Mmegonewherearewegoing?

Hayden:You'llsee..



Hedrovetillhejoinedanotherroadthatledtoa

street.Masalookedatthehousesinthearea

anditwasprettyfancy.Ofcourseherhouse

wasgreatandallbutshewasn'tmakingmoney

thatallowedhertoliveinsuchaplace.

Haydenpressedtheremoteandthegateofan

unfamiliarhouseslidopen.Masagaspedas

shekepthereyesgluedontothedoublestorey

house.Ithadadifferentdesignfrom hishouse

anditwasbetterthanhishouse.

Masa:Whatarewedoinghere?

Hayden:Walapisawenawaitse.(you'reannoying,

youknowthat?)

Heparkedthecaroutsidethecloseddouble

doorgarageandhegotoutfirst.Masadidn't

waitforhim toopenthedoorforher,shejust

gotoutimmediatelyandHaydenheldherwaist



walkingtothedoor.Heunlockeditandopened

thehouse.Masa'seyeslookedaround,noticing

theplasticonthefurniture.Itwasnew.

Hayden:MrsSmithwelcometoyournewhouse

sweetheart.

Masa:It'smine?

Hayden:Yup.Whendoyouwantustomovein?

Masaturnedtolookathim.

Masa:Thishouseismine?

Hayden:AllyoursMrsSmith.(kissinghercheek)

Masa:Uhm...okay.Wow!

Hayden:Let'sexploreshallwe?

Hepickedherupandjoggedupthestairs.

Masa:IfyoudropmeIswe-

Hekissedhertoshutherupandhebrokethe

shortkiss.



Hayden:Lady,ifIdropyouwearebothgoingto

beonwheelchairsafterthefall.

Heputherdownonherfeetassoonashe

steppedinsidethebiggestbedroom inthe

house.

Hayden:Guesswhoseroom isonthetopfloor?

Masa:Ours?

Hayden:It'stheonlybedroom onthetopfloor..

Masalaughed.

Masa:I'm goingtomisssayinggoupstairsto

yourroom andthinkaboutwhatyoudid..

Hayden:Bathong,ourpoorkids..

Masa:Spoiltbuttheyhavegreatparents.Us!

Hayden:Ithasenoughspace.

Masa:Etonagore.ImeanIcanfitinapole

there..



Haydenpulledhertohim.

Hayden:Strippingforme?

Masa:Idon'tknow,maybe.Depends.

Hayden:Iwouldlikethatandyouwearred

thongsandshitalongwiththoseredbottoms

ofyours.I'llthrowmoneyonyouwhileyouwork

itonthepolefordaddy,shakingthatassand

doingthethingsforme..I'llevenlookforred

lightsforyourspecialshow..

Masalaughedandpushedhim back.

Masa:Kagoitebatsanakodingwe.(Itendto

forgetsometimes)

Hayden:Itmightwork...

Masa:Fosek.

Hayden:Orayanna?(youmeanme)(laughing)

Masa:Eeakereretwohela..(yes,it'sjustthetwo



ofushere)

Hejustpulledhertohim andkissedherasshe

giggled.

Hayden:TlagaoswabammeMasa.(You're

goingtoregretitMasa)

Masa:BathongHayden.

Hayden:You'reluckyI'm lettingyourest,we

bothknowgoreokallagonejaana.Akereo

tshabadickMmaSmith.(webothknowyoucan

startcryingrightnow.You'rescaredofdick)

Masa:Shutup!

Hayden:Comeherekwaa..

Heheldthebackofherheadpullingherinfora

kissthatquicklytookadifferentturnbecause

shewasagainstthecoldsurfaceofthewallina

minute.Shebreathedheavilyagainsthim as

liftedherdressandpushedherpantiesaside,in

secondsheslidhisdickinsideofherand



kissedherasshemoaned.

Hayden:Neorengbabe?(whatwereyousaying

babe?)

Masa:H-uh-ahhh

Haydenfuckedheragainstthewallasshe

screamedhisnamewithherlegswrapped

aroundhistorso.Hewatchedhercomewithher

legsshakingbeforehisseedfilledherwomb

andhesliditout.Masalaidherheadonhis

shoulderweaklyasshetriedtocatchherbreath.

Afterafewminutesshelookedathis

handsomefaceandchuckled.Howthehell

doeshedothat?Oneminutetheyaretalking

andthenexttheyarefucking,likehow?

Hayden:Yougoodangel?

Shenodded.

Haydenmovedhishandandhefeltthewetness



onherpanties.Hissemen.

Hayden:I'm sorryaboutthatangel..(chuckling)I

loveandhateyoursmartmouthattimes.

Hemovedfrom thewallandwalkedtothe

plasticcoveredbedandsatonitholdingher.

Hayden:Sureyou'reokay?

Masa:yeah..

Hayden:IfItouchyouafterthispleaseslapme.

Ineedtoseriouslyletyourestmylove...

Hehadfellalright.Hook,lineandsinkerandthe

sweetpussywasanextra.

Masa:You'regivingmepermission?Iwill

sjambokyoukana.

Hayden:You'rebeingextra.Whatdoyouwant

ustodotomorrow?

Masa:StayindoorsandNetflix.



Hayden:You'repickingtheshow?

Masa:Obviously...

Hayden:WellIhaveonemoresurprisebefore

wego..

Hewalkedoutofthebedroom andmadehis

waydownstairswithherlegsstillwrapped

aroundhistorso.It'snotlikeshewasheavy.

HegottothegarageandMasaheldbacktears.

Masa:OhmyGod!

Hayden:It'syours..

Masa:Youdidn'thaveto,mycarisstillnew..

Hayden:wasyourcurrentcarboughtbyyour

husband?

Masa:N-no.

Hayden:Exactly.Okaythisoneisyoursbabygirl.



Masajusthidherheadinhischestandhe

smiledbeforehefrowned.

Hayden:You'recrying?

Masa:Thankyou..

Hayden:Youdon'thavetothankme.Ididthis

becauseIloveyou.

Masa:Butyoudidn'thaveto,anewhouseand

car?

Hayden:Wellyoudeservemore..

Hekissedthetopofherhead.

Hayden:We'llmoveinafteryougivemeadate,

shouldweseemoreoftherooms?

Masa:Ithinkyoushouldputmedown..

Hayden:Ithinknot,you'remybigbaby..

Masa:Youstillhavetodriveansyourarmswill

tire.

Hayden:I'llbeokay.I'm notplacingyoudown.



Hewalkedoutofthegarageastheywalked

aroundthehouseexploringotherrooms.

.

.
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Atthehospital

MasaandHaydenweren'tsureiftheyshould

bringAriellealongbutwhatifthedoctors

wantedtorunmoretestsonher?Masaplaced

thechildonherlapassheslept.Howherbaby

wassuddenlypalewasamysterytoher.

Hayden:I'm sureit'snothing,don'tstressabout

it.

Masa:I'm tryingnotto..heybabyhowareyou

feeling?

Ariellejustmovedherheadgettingcomfortable

onhermother'slap.

Hayden:Let'swaitforthedoctorokay?

MasanoddedkissingArielle'shead.



Thedoctorwalkedinandgavethem afaint

smile.HaydenheldMasa'shand,hewassure

shewasworryingovernothingandtheirchild

willbeokayright?Sheworriedtoomuch.

Thedoctortookherseatandremovedher

glasses.Masacarefullytooknoteofthe

doctor'sgestures,wasthedoctornervous?She

couldn'ttellbutwhydidsheremoveherglasses?

Doctor:Goodmorning.

Hayden:Morningdoc..

Thedoctorpausedandshecouldseetheworry

etchedinMasa'seyes.Howwasshegoingto

breakitdowntothiswonderfulmotherthather

childwasnowgoingtogothroughmultiple

proceduresinaquestforhertogetbetter.

Shelookedatthepalechildinhermother's



armsanditbrokeherheartwhentheygot

casessuchasthisone.Itusuallycatchesmost

parentsbysurpriseandshehasseeninstances

whereparentscannolongerfundthetreatment

andtheyswim indebt.Wellinthesetwo'scase

moneywasnotgoingtobeaproblem butitwas

stillgoingtohurt.

Masa:D-doc?Isthereanythingwrong?

Doctor:Idon'tknowhowtobreakthistoyou

guys..

Haydenwasnowgettingworried.Whatwasit

thatthedoctorwantedtotellthem.He

squeezedMasa'shandinhisowntolether

knowhewaswithher.

Doctor:Accordingtothebloodworkfrom thelab,

littleArielleuhm..herbloodworkrevealedthat

thereweretoomanywhitebloodcells,not

enoughredbloodcellsandplatelets.Alsowe

notedsomeblastcells..



Shepausedandlookedattheparents.

Hayden:Whatdoesthatmean?

Doctor:From theresultswe'vegatheredandher

currentsymptomswhichareflu-likeshehasa

commonchildcancerknownasacute

lymphocyticleukemiaorALL.

Masa'seyeswelledwithtearslookingatthe

doctorbeforeshelookedatHayden.

Hayden:Canyourepeatthatdoctor?

Doctor:ArielleSmithhasleukemiawhichisa

bloodandbonecancermostcommonin

children.

HaydenleanedbackasMasaletgoofhishand

withherownshakingastearsstreameddown

herclearface.Theremustbeamistakeinthe

teststhey'vedoneright?Herbabywasfine.



Theygotthewrongbloodsamplesright?

Masa:D-

Wordsfailedherasherlipsquivered.Hayden

wasstunnedandhelookedatAriellewhowas

sleepinginhermother'sarms.Hesworeunder

hisbreath.Thiswasalreadybreakingherand

they'veknownaboutthisforlikewhat?Two

minutes.

Doctor:Sincethebloodworkhasestablishedthe

centralcourseofherfever,thatwasacommon

symptom.Mostofthem aflu-likemakingit

hardtonoticeandfatigueisoneofthesigns.

Theroom wassilentasMasausedherhandto

thesaltywaterthatwouldn'tstopflowingdown

hercheeksnomatterhowmuchshetried.Her

heartracedatthethoughtofitall.Itwas

beatingatamuchfasterratethannormaland

shehadtotryandignoreit,thestabinherchest.



Doctor:Sincesheishere,wehavetocarryouta

bonemarrowtest.Duringbonemarrow

aspiration,aneedleisusedtoremoveasample

ofbonemarrowfrom thehipbone.Thesample

issenttoalabfortestingtolookforleukemia

cells.Doctorsinthelabwillclassifybloodcells

intospecifictypesbasedontheirsize,shape

andotherfeatures.Wealsolookforcertain

changesinthecancercellsanddetermine

whethertheleukemiacellsbeganfrom theB

lymphocytesorTlymphocytes.This

informationhelpsthedoctordevelopa

treatmentplan.

TheywerelostbythejargonbutMasajust

shookherhead.

Masa:Aneedleonherhip?(shakyvoice)

Thedoctorsadlynodded.

Doctor:Itistodetermineapropertreatment



planandduringthecourseoftheweekwewill

carryoutimagingtestsandspinalfluidtests.

Doctor:IknowthisisnewtoyouallbutIassure

you,shewillbefine.

Masa:Howlongdoest-t-trea-treatmentlast?

Doctor:Between2to3years..

Masa:OhGod!(crying)

Hayden:Andthetestyoujusttalkedaboutwhen

areyouplanningtodoit?

Thedoctorglancedatherwatch.

Doctor:ThisisallnewtoyouguysandI

understandbutIwasthinkinginanhourto

carrythebonemarrowtestbutfrom hereonit

won'tbehandledbyme.Ahematologistwillbe

dealingwithit.Ahematologistisadoctorwho

specializesintreatingconditionsanddiseases

ofthebloodandbonemarrow.Sosheisthe



onlyonewehaveinthehospital.Shewillbe

assistingyouandshewillbecarryingthebone

marrowtestsothatshecansendthesamples

tothelabtoestablishacleartreatmentplanfor

her.

Shekeptquietandsilencefellupontheroom.

Shehadsaidtoomuchinashortspaceoftime

andtheystillhadtoprocessthattheirchildhad

cancer.Shecouldslowlyseehowitwaskilling

themotherthatherchildwassickandthe

fatherhadanemotionlessfaçadeon.

Doctor:I'llgiveyouguysspace..

Shestoodupandwalkedout.Thedoorclosed

withoutneitherofthem turningtolook.Masa's

mindwasinaspin.Howcouldshehavenot

knownthis?Whyherchild?Whodidshewrong

todeservethis?



Haydenslippedhishandinherssilentlyandshe

lookedathim silently.

Hayden:We'llgetthroughthis(mouthingittoher)

Masanoddedweakly.

Anhourlatertheywerebythewaitingbenches

astheymetthenewdoctor.Onewhowasgoing

tobeherchild'sdaughter.Shelookedlikeshe

wasinherlatethirties.

Her:Hi,I'm DoctorKeraandit'smysurname,my

nameisJasmine.

MasanoddedleaningagainstHaydenwhowas

rubbingherback.Shehasbeensilentlycrying

forthepasthourandjusttenminutesago

Ariellehadbeentakentoprepareherforthe

nexttest.

Masa:Canweseeher?

Jasmine:Areyousureit'saprocedureyouwant



tosee?

Masa:Idon'twanthertobescaredinaroom

fullofstrangers.

Jasmine:Followme..

Theystoodupandfollowedhertothepediatric

carewardwhereherbabywasinahospital

gown.

Arielle'seyesmethermother'sandMasaletgo

ofHaydenwalkingovertoher.Shekissedher

forehead.

Masa:Iloveyoubabyokay?You'llbeokay.

Arielle:Whyareyoucrying?

Masa:I'llbefinebaby..

ThenurseswalkedinandMasaswallowed

seeingthehugeneedleandtearschokedher.



Nurse:Mam,shewillbeokay,it'snotalong

process..

Theyseparatedherfrom Arielleastheylifted

thehospitalgown.HaydenheldMasaasshe

watchedcarefully.

TheothernurseheldAriellestillastheother

lowerherpantyelasticandappliedasterilising

liquidonacottonballandlightlywipedherhip

whereherhipbonewaslocated.Asmall

colouredsubstancewasappliedbeforethe

doctorheldtheneedle.

Jasmine:Heysweetheart,thiswon'tbelong..

Ariellealarminglylookedathermotherwithfear

inhersmalleyes.

Arielle:Mama(smallvoice)

MasawantedtomoveforwardbutHaydenheld



her.

Hayden:Theyaredoingtheirjoblove.

JasmineinsertedtheneedleslowlyasArielle

screamedcrying.

Masa:Sheishurt..they'rehurtingmybaby(crying)

HaydenheldhertighterasArielle'spiercing

screamsfilledtheroom andMasacriedmore.

Haydenblinkedhistearsbackastheirlittlegirl

cried,screamingforthem tohelpherandthe

nursesconstrainingherasthedoctorcollected

enoughbonemarrowtofillthehugeneedle.

Hersmallgaspsandcriesweakenedasshe

lookedatherparents,hermothercryingfighting

Hayden'sgriparoundher.

Masa:they'rehurtingh-her(crying)

HaydenjustheldMasaasshecriedwithhim

holdingback.



Oncetheyweredone,thenurseswipedthearea

andplacedaplasterthere.Haydenfinallyletgo

ofhiswifeassherushedtoherbedsideto

shushher,holdingherinherarmsandpushing

herhairback.

Masa:It'sokaybab-baby(crying)Mommyishere..

ThedoctornoddedandthankedHayden.

Jasmine:I'llcheckuponherlater.

Theypackedtheirstuffbeingverycarefulwith

thebonemarrowsampledtheyjustcollected

from thelittlegirl.TheywalkedoutandHayden

walkedtothebedwhereMasawasacrying

messtryingtocomfortArielle.

.

.
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Atthehospital

HaydencoveredbothMasaandAriellewiththe

blanket.ItwastoolightandMasawasholding

Arielletightlyasifshewasgoingtodisappear.

Itwasstillafternoonbutitfeltlikeithadbeen

weekslookingathowlongthemorningwas

andtheemotionalrollercoastertheyhad

experienced.



Jasminewalkedinandsighed.Helookedlikea

verysupportivehusband,hiswifewasbeautiful

andsowashisdaughter.Shesighed.Shecould

onlywishforsuchbutitwasafarfetched

dream.SheclearedherthroatandHayden

turnedtolookatherasheputhishandsinhis

pockets.

Jasmine:Iwantedtorunafewthingspastyou

guysb-butifit'snottherighttimethen-

HaydenlookedbackatMasaandhisstep-

daughterthensighed.Hehatedwhenthings

hurt,hedidn'twantherhurt.Shewashurting

toomuchandheknewher,shewasgoingto

blameherselfandwithdrawfrom everything

andeveryone.Heranhishandthroughhis

fadedhairashisshirtsleevesroseuprevealing

histattoosandJasminesecretlywatched.

HejustkissedMasa'sforeheadansArielle's

forehead.



Hayden:I'llbebackmyangelsokay?Iloveyou

guys(softly)

Hestraightenedupandturnedtolookat

Jasmine.Hemightaswelllistenandbreakitall

downforMasainalessharshway.Heknew

doctorsweresupposedtobedirectbutthen

againhiswifesufferedaheartproblem toosoit

wasn'tthateasyforhertobecalmeddown

whenshewasstressed.Hewonderedhowshe

wasgoingtobesane...

HaydennoddedandfollowedJasmineoverto

heroffice.

Heclosedthedoorafterherandheplummeted

intotheseatandwaitedforhertotalk.

Jasmine:WellIwantedtogothrougheverything

from thebasicstothetreatment.Thetreatment

ingeneralnotthepersonaltreatmentplanthat



willstartafterwe'veranallthetests.

Hayden:Okay.Goon.

Jasminewenttoexplaineverythingtohim as

heaskedquestions.Shenotedhowhebrought

hishandstogetherandhowniceandstronghis

handslooked.

Hayden:Ihearyoudoc.Sobasicallymy

daughterwillbeinhospitaluntilallthetestsare

run?

Jasmine:Yes.

Hayden:Amidtreatmentisitcompulsoryforher

tobecoopedupinahospital?

Jasmine:Inmostcasesunlessshehasa

personalnurseathomeandsomeofthe

equipmentwehaveherecanbeprovidedat

home.

Hayden:Okay.I'lltalktosomeoneIknowtogive



mealistoftheequipmentneeded,drawupa

listtoosoIcancompare.I'llfindaqualified

nursepreferablyoneregisteredwiththe

MinistryofHealth...

Jasmine:Areyousuresir?Theequipmentis

ratherexpensiveanditwouldsavecoststoo

lookingatthefactthatyouhavetopayfor

treatment.

Hayden:It'snothing..I'llhandleit.Isthatall?

Jasmine:Yessir..

Hayden:Thankyouandexcuseme.

Hestoodonhisfeetandwalkedtothedooras

Jasminegazedathisperfectback.Shesighed

wistfullyasthedoorclosedandhiscologne

scentremainedinheroffice.

MeanwhileasHaydenwalkedtoArielle's



hospitalroom hedialedhissecretaty'snumber.

Luna:AfternoonSir.

Hayden:LunacanyoutellHRtosignoffan

unpaidleaveformywifetillfurthernoticeand

cancelthatflighttoParis.(sighing)I'llbe

workingfrom homeandwillonlybepresentfor

meetingsthatcan'tbedonethroughSkype.

Lunapausednotingdowneverythingthather

bosssaid.

Luna:Iseverythingokayboss?

Hayden:Hopefullyitwillbeokay.Reschedule

mymeetingsagainandseeiftheycanmanage

Skypeandgetbacktome.

Luna:Onitsir.

Hayden:Thankyou.

Luna:ofcourse.Haveagooddaysir.



Haydenreallyhopeditwasagooddaybutit

wasn't.Hehungup.Welltheirplanstobuild

thathospitalhadtakenflight.Theywere

halfwaythroughthelargebuildingandhehoped

intwomoreyearsitwouldbecompleteandit

willbeastateofthearthospital.Hopefully

oncebabygirlwasbettershewouldcutoutthe

redribbon.HehadtobehopefulthatAriwas

goingtogetbetter.Hiswifewasbreakingdown

andhehadtobethebackboneofthefamily.

Keepitalltogether,fortheirsakesifnothis.

Heopenedthedoorandlookedatthem

sleepingpeacefullyasifwhathadhappeneda

fewhoursagohadn'tmadethem weep.He

calledthenanny.

Nanny:Hello...

Hayden:Hello,canyoupackArielle'sclothesfor

me?Andincludeherfavouriteblanket.



Nanny:Ofcoursesir.

Hayden:I'llbethereinafewtopickthem up.

Nanny:Ofcourse.

HaydenhungupandrubbedMasa'shand.They

neededfoodandhewasgoingtogetthem a

freshsetofclothes.Howtheyweregoingtotell

closefamilywasbeyondhim.Itwasdifficultto

speakaboutitwhileit'sstillanewissue.

Hewalkedout.Hehadafewhourstofinish

whatwashewasdoing.

AtCane'splace

CaneplacedhisforkdownashewatchedJoy

feedtheirlittleboy.



Cane:CanAricomeover?Shehasn'tbeen

feelingwellandwellqualitytimeherewon'tdo

heranyharm.

Joy:Issheokay?

Cane:Justflu..

Joy:Isn'titbettersheiswithhermotherwhen

sheissick,mostkidswanttobebesidestheir

mothersmostespeciallygirls.

Canesighed.

Joy:I'm notrefusingjustsayingbesidesdealing

withtwoyoungkidscanbetiring.

Cane:Sheisalmost8..

Joy:Samedifferencelove..sayaah(totheyoung

toddleronthehighchair)

Heclappedhishandsasheopenedhismouth.

Cane:YoudoknowthatAriellehadtoknowher

brotheratsomepoint.



Joy:Whyobuaeketekeganangwanawagago

atlakwanokante?(whyareyouphrasingitina

waythatimpliesIdon'twantyourchildvisiting)

Cane:Wellthepastyearyouhavebeengiving

nothingbutexcusesandtheonlytimeArielle

seesherbrotherisatfamilyevents.

Joy:Ijoo.It'sfine.Iwasn'tevenfighting.Ilove

AriellelikemyownbutIjustcan'thandletwo

childrenatonce..besidesshehasothersiblings

it'snotasifthisbabyisheronlysibling..

Canesighedashepushedthefoodaside.Joy

lookedattheplate.Hebarelytouchedhisfood.

Joy:Youdidn'teveneatyourfood.

Cane:Ihavetogobacktowork.

Canejustpinchedhisson'scheekandJoygave

him hercheekasalwaysandhejustwalked



awaywithoutkissinghercheek.She

embarrassinglycontinuedtofeedtheirson.

Atthehospital

Masawokeupfirstandashereyeslandedon

Ariellesheclosedhereyesagainhopingitwas

alladream.Abadoneshewouldwakeupfrom

anysecondfrom nowbuttoher

disappointmentitwasn'tandithurt.Thecut

stillfresh.

Masa:IsthereaGodinheaven?

Shesoftlyaskedherselfassheheldthechildin

herarms.

Shelookedaroundtheroom andHaydenwasn't

there.Maybehegottiredofhercryingand



hystericsanddecidedtotakeabreather.She

sighed.Ahollowholedevelopedinthedepths

ofherheart.Shewasusedtodealingwith

thingsaloneanyway.Itwasn'tanythingnewto

her.

AtHayden'shouse

ThekidsmetHaydenatthedoorandhugged

him.Theywerestillintheiruniforms.

Avery:Whereismom andAri?

Haydensighed.Hedidn'tknowhowhewas

goingtobreakitdowntothem whenthey

haven'tbrokenitdowntoArielleandMasawas

stillindenial.

Hayden:theyareinhospital.

SmithJr:Issomethingwrong?Canwegosee

them?



Hayden:Butyouwerewiththem yeaterdayand

thismorning..

Averyshrugged.

Avery:Wejustwanttoseethem dad..weare

familyremember.

Shesmiledathim andhesmiled.

Hayden:Idon'tknowifyourmotherwillpermit

metobringyouguystothehospital.

SmithJr:Wewillbehave..

Hayden:Letmeheadtothebedroom,I'llbeback

andgochangeclothesguys.

Avery:Yesdaddysir!

Shesalutedandhelaughed.

Whenhegottothebedroom hepackedsome

ofMasa'sclothesinanovernightbagandsome

toiletrytoo.Whenhewassurehepacked



everythinghewalkedoutandplacedthebagon

thecouch.HejoggedupstairstoArielle'sroom

andhefoundthebaglayingonthebed.He

pickeditupandhejustwentdownstairswhere

hefoundthetwinswaitingallchanged.

Hayden:I'm returningyouguysinanhour.

Avery:Wait..

Shewalkedupthestairandcamebackwith

Arielle'siPad.

Avery:Ourfavouritedressupgameandword

gameisonhers.

Hayden:Let'sgoguys.We'regoingtogetfood

firstthough.

Atthehospital



MasakissedArielle'scheekasshegotoutof

bedandheadedtothebathroom whereshe

splashedwateronherface.Shealreadylooked

horrible.Shepinchedherselfstillhopingitwas

adream butitwasnot.Toherdismay.

Sheheardchatteringintheroom andsbe

paused,listeningin.Shefinallyopenedthe

bathroom dooropenandshefoundHayden

withthekids.Averybeingachattermouthwas

wakingArielleup.

Masaheldherheart.Haydenwalkeduptoher.

Hayden:Justdon'tpushmeoutlove.Please.

Masanodded.

Masa:Ithoughtyouweretiredofmean-

Hayden:I'llneverbeangel,we'reinthistogether..

AriellewaswideawakeandAveryhandedher



theiPadasshestartedtellingheraboutwhat

happenedatschoolwhileshewasn'tthere.For

afewminutesArielleforgotthepainshewasin

andHaydenheldMasaclose.

Masa:Theyaredoingabetterjobofcheering

herup(teary)

Hayden:That'swhatsiblingsdo,somethingwe

bothnevergotgrowingupbutourkidshave.

Masanodded.

Masa:Dotheyknow?

Hayden:No.It'sstilltooearly.Let'sgiveita

week.

Masa:Wise..

Allthreeofthem sharedthechipsandSmithJr

interruptedAvery'stalkingjusttodeclaresome

piecesofinformationsharedbyAveryasfalse.

Avery:AndnobodyaskedyouSmith.



SmithJr:Girls!

Arielle:boys!

Avery:Twoagainstone..

SmithJr:Hudwillbeonmysideonceheisolder.

ThegirlsshooktheirheadsandArielletriedtk

situprightbutherbonehurtsobad.Shelooked

atherparentsandHaydenjustletgoofMasa

togotoher.Hegentlypickedherup.

Hayden:I'm nothurtingyouakere?

Sheshookherheadandheplacedheronhis

lapgently.

Hayden:Comfortableprincess?

Shenoddedandlookedathersiblingswho

handedherthemilkshakewhichsheheldwith

bothhands.

Hayden:Sweetheart?



Masa:Yes?

Hayden:Herblanketisinherbag..

Masapushedherhairbackandwalkedtothe

bagsandsheopenedthem totaketheblanket.

ShegaveittoHaydenandhecoveredArielle

withitandsheleanedintohim.

Hayden:Youstillhavetoeatproperfood.

Includingyourvegies.Yourmotherisamonster.

Masa:NoI'm not(smiling)

SmithJr:Mom justwantsthingdonetheright

wayrightmom?

Masa:Thankyoumyboy.Youunderstandme

betterthanthesethree.I'llletyoudrivemycar

oneday.

Hepunchedtheairwithahugesmile.



ArielleandAvery:Boys!

Masa:OhGod!

Ariellesmiledabit.Shestilldidn'tknowwhat

waswrongwithhersinceherparentsnever

explainedittoherbutfornowshecansmile.

ThedooropenedandJasminegasped.

Jasmine:Ohandit'safullhouse.

Masaregrettablylookedather.

Masa:Wellisitallowed?

Jasmine:It'snotbutitdoesn'tmatter,beautiful

kidsbytheway..(pausing)aretheytriplets?They

lookthesameage..

Masa:No..thetwinsareolderbyfourmonths..

Jasmine:Oh.Howismypatientdoing?

Hayden:Howdoyoufeelprincess?

Arielle:Itstillhurts.



Jasmine:Reallysorryaboutthatlittleone.

Ariellejustnodded.

Jasmine:I'llpassbymuchmorelater.

ShewalkedoutandMasajuststuffedfive

frenchfriesintohermouth.Sheshouldtell

Canemaybetonight,shewasn'tsureifthistime

hewillshowuporhewillbebusybabysitting

yetagain.

Avery:Mom!

Masa:Don'tstartAve..

Avery:It'snotladylike..

Masa:Youwatchtoomuchtv.

Hayden:Tellherprincess,whatsheisdoingis

notwhataproperladyshoulddo..

Masathrewafrenchfryathim andhelaughed.

Avery:Andyou'rewastingfoodmama.



Masa:BathongPrincessAveryoftheSmith

royalfamilywalapisa.(goshPrincessAveryof

theSmithRoyalfamilyyou'reannoying)

Averypausedandsmiled.

Avery:PrincessAveryoftheSmithroyalfamily?

Ilikethatmom.

TheyalllaughedandMasacontinuedtolazily

stuffherfacewiththefrenchfries.

Masa:GuysandletHudwatchtvtoo.Smith?

SmithJr:Suremom..

Andtheroom wasfullofchatterandlight

heartednessasMasaandHaydentemporarily

forgotthesilentkillerthatwasintheir

daughter'sblood.

.

.
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AttheSmith'snewfamilyhouse

HaydensighedasMasatookafewbitesbefore

shepushedtheplateaside.

Hayden:Baby..

Masa:I'm okaylove..

Haydenpickedtheplateandwenttoputitat

thekitchenbeforeheforcedhertositonhislap.

Masaleanedintohim inhalinghiscolognemore

eventhoughsometimesitfeltlikeitmadeher



nauseous.

Hayden:You'relosingweightangel..

Shejustkeptquiet.

Hayden:BabygirlIdon'twanttoforcefeedyou

likeIdosometimeswiththekidsbutIwillhave

to,Iknowthatasafamilywe'refacedwith

somethingthat'skindofhardtodealwithbut

babyeatdon'tneglectyourselftoo.

Shenodded.

Hayden:Iloveyouokay?

Masa:IloveyouatrillionMrSmith.

Hayden:Smileforme..

Shegrinnedbeforehetickledherandshe

laughed.

Masa:ohGod!Stop!(laughing)

Sheslidoffhislapontothefloorashe

continuedticklinghertillhefellontopofher



andsheblinkedafewtimes.Hewasjustabout

tokissherwhenAriellewalkedinsidethe

kitchenholdinganemptyglassofmilk.

Arielle:what'sgoingon?

Masa'scheeksreddenedandHaydencleared

histhroat.

Hayden:Playing.

Arielle:Oh.

Shestoodonhertippytoestoplacetheglassin

thesinkandshewalkedoutunbothered.Masa

burstoutlaughinghittingHayden'schest.

Masa:Mphologe,you'reheavy.

Hayden:Andthewayshewassounbothered.

Masa:I'm shooketh..

Hayden:LikesomeoneIknow.

Masa:don'tstart..



Hegotoffherandhelpedherstandonherfeet.

Hayden:You'renotgettingcoldfeet?

Masa:Thehaircut?No...

Hayden:You'reamotherandahalf..

Masa:I'm notandwebothknowit.Ican't

believetheyfinallyhavemadethetreatment

planandherfirstsessionistomorrow.

Hayden:Thefirststep.

Masa:Thesideeffectsandall..

Hayden:Wehaveaprivatenurseandweare

surroundedbyfamily,don'tputtoomuch

pressureonyourself.Ariellewillbefineand

somedaywewilllookbackandreflectonthis.

Sippingsomecoctailsinabeachfaraway.

Masa:I'm sorryaboutnotbeingabletogotothe

honeymoon.



Hayden:Familyfirstmybaby..let'sgo.

MasaandHaydenwalkedoutandHayden

climbedthestepsheadingtothebedroom to

getthecuttingmachinewhileMasawalkedto

Arielle'sbedroom.ItwasaSaturdayandto

thinkshehasn'tbeenanywhereotherthanthe

hospitaleversinceArielle'sdiagnosis.Didshe

evenshopforpads?Shepaused.Wasit

important?Shehasbeensostressedthispast

monthshemostprobablyforgotorshehad

extraones?Hermindwasjustallovertheplace.

Shewasjustinblacktightsthatweren'teven

tightandalongsleevedoversizedsweater.She

foundAriellewithallfourofhersiblingsand

shehadtoadmitthatthehtookitbetterthan

herorwasittheiryoungnaívemindsthat

allowedthem toseebeyondthepresent?She

didn'tknowbutallsheknewisthattheywere

therefortheirsister.Hudsonslowlytriedto



standupwhenhesawhismotherbuthefellon

hisbuttbutgiggledandtherestturnedtolook.

Avery:Ohhimom.

SmithJr:Whycan'tyouhomeschoolustoo?

Masarolledhereyes.

Masa:Becauseyouguysareabletogoto

schoolandyoursistercan't.Somedayssheis

sickandcan'tgetoutofbedbecauseofthe

lumpsshegetsaroundtheneck,it'sbettershe

stayshomeguys.

Avery:Weunderstandmam,shesaysyou'rea

betterteacher.

Masa:Ialwayshelpyouguyswithhomework.

Mathhomework.

Haydenwalkedin.

Hayden:AsIdon'tknowmath,Ididcalculustoo

MrsSmith.

Masa:Battleofthedegrees?



Hayden:Youcan'twin..

Masa:Financialengineering..

Hayden:Civilengineeringbabygirl..

Masa:Idealwithmoney.

Hayden:Idevelopedthishouse'shouseplan.

Masa:Andyoudidn'ttellme?

Hayden:WhywouldI?Andkidsthat'swhyyou

shouldstudyhard.

Masa:Reallyhard.

Theyjustnoddedandshiftedtheirattention

backtowhattheyweredoing.

Masa:Ariareyoureadylove?

Arielle:Willitgrowback?

Masa:Onceyou'redonewithtreatmentitwill.

You'reaprincessbaby,you'llbebeautiful.



Sheslowlygotoutofbedandfollowedthem as

thetwinsfollowed.

Masamadehersitonthepillowbetweenher

legsasHaydenconnectedthemachine.

Masa:CanIcutyourhair?

Arielle:Itwillgrowbackright?

Masa:Ipromise..Weexplainedtoyouwhatwill

happenifwedon'tcutit.Itwillstartfallingon

it'sownanditwon'tbenicetowakeupwith

chunksofhaironyourpillowsweetness.

AriellenoddedandMasablinkedacoupleof

timesassheranthemachineonArielle'shead,

thehairfallingdownhershoulders.Shekept

cuttingtillshewasbaldandshestopped.

Masa:Alldonebaby..

Ariellestoodupandwalkedtothenearbymirror.



Masa:You'restillaprincessbabylove.Abrave

oneandyoulookbeautiful.

Avery:PrincessessmileAri.

MasalookedatHaydenasshesatonthepillow.

Hayden:Ican'tbelieveI'm cuttingmywife'shair.

Masa:DirakabonakobeforeIchangemy

mind..uh.

HaydenmovedthemachineofMasa'shead

watchingherhairfalloffateverystroke.She

didthissoArielledoesn'tfeelindifferent.She

wantedhertofeelasnormalaspossible

althoughMasadidn'tknowhowshewasgoing

tolookwithabaldhead.

Masawatchedherlonghairfalldownandshe

sighed.ShewillcutherhaireverytimetillArielle

isbetter.Shedidn'twanthertofeellikeshe



didn'tlookliketherest.

Hayden:Alldone..

Masaplacedherhandonhernowbaldhead.

Masa:Weird,howdoIlook?

Hayden:Wantmyhonestopinion?

Masa:YeahbeforeIgotothemirror.

Hayden:Likeanalien.

Masapushedhim backlaughing.

Masa:Mxm.Ihateyoutoo..

Hayden:You'rebeautifulanddon'tletanyonetell

youotherwiseorthey'lldealwithme.

Avery:CanIalsocutmyhair?

Hayden:Youwanttocutittoo?

Shenodded.



Avery:Itwillgrowback.(takingadeep

breath)Yeahcutit.

Hayden:Allofit?

Shenodded.

Hayden:Oh!Afterthisyouguysneedtotake

photos.

Masa:Ijoo..

HaydendidquickworkofAvery'shairandwhen

hewasdoneshewalkedtothemirror.

Avery:Notbad.NowAriwearelookthesame.

Theyalllaughedandshedidtoo.

Hayden:NowyouguyscanchangeandI'lltake

photos.

Masa:RelaxH.Relax...letmegochange,Iwant

togobuysomething.



Hayden:Icangoonyourbehalfandyoustay.

Masa:You?You'vebeenpesteringmeabout

goingoutsidejustforafew.Iwon'tbelongjust

like30minutes.

Sheclimbedthestairstothebedroom andshe

changedintoadress.Thatwaswhenshe

noticedhowgaucheshelooked.HowHayden

toleratedseeingherlikethiswasasurprise.

Shelookednothinglikethehealthywomanshe

hasbeenovertheyearsandjustamonthof

Ari'sdiagnosisnowshelookslikethis.She

removedthedressandtriedjeansandthey

seemedbiggerthanher.Shewouldratherwear

adressthenandshedidn'tlookhalfasbad

withbaldhair.

Shegotthecarkeysandwalkeddownthe

stairs.



Masa:WhatshouldIbring?

SmithJr:Anythingisfine.

Masa:Okay.Wishmeluck.

Hayden:Youdon'tneedit.

Shewalkedout.

Atthemall

Masasteppedoutofhercarandwalkedinto

theshop.Peoplestartedstaringatherand

whispershadnowstarted.Shepickedthe

basketandcontinuedwalkingunawareofsome

ofhadfinallyrecognizedwhoitwasandwere

takingphotosofher.

Masajustpickedupthepacketofpadsand



wentalongotheraislestotakesnacks.

Shewalkedtothetillandjoinedthequeue

wheremurmursstarteduponherarrival.Some

stoleglancesatherandchuckledwhilesome

justshooktheirheadsinpity.Masaignoredthat

asshesearchedherpurseforhercardbut

insteadofitwasHayden'scard.Shesighedand

gaveittothecashier.Shecalledhim asthe

cashiergaveherthemachine.

Masa:Babywhat'syourpinagain?

Hayden:Yourbirthyear.

Masa:Ohokay.Thankyou.

Sehungupandpunchedthedigits.

Cashier:Plastic?

Masa:Eemma.



Shewasgiventhecardbackandalongwithher

twoplastics.Shewalkedoutoftheshop.

AttheSmiths

Masathrewherselfonthecouchnextto

Haydenwhorubbedherhand.

Hayden:Howwasyourfirstouting?

Masa:Weird.Everyonewaslookingatmeand

all.

Hayden:Don'tmindthem.

Masa:Mhm..

Sherubbedhertummyabit.

Hayden:What'swrong?

Masa:Probablydipp..



Hayden:Andyougetgrumpythattimeofthe

month.

Masa:Idonot.

Hayden:I'm alwaysatthereceivingendofall

yourmoodswings.Doyouneedaheater?

Masa:Noo...

AtUniversityofBotswana

TessawenttoFacebookandshehalflaughed

whenshesawMasa'spicturestrending.She

lookedhorirbleandthat'sforstealingone'sman.

Shereadthecommentswithasmile.

Comment1: marriagealreadyshowingher

flames?

Comment2:Bathongontsemaswejang,isthat

howthewifeofaprominentbusinessman

shouldlook?



Comment3:Ijustthinkpeopleinthecomment

sectionarebeingunnecessarilyrude.Shedidn't

evenpostthepicturesherselfsobathoshould

mindtheirown.

Comment4:Marriageisnoteverythingladies

LookatMasahereasanexample.

Comment5:Sheusedtobetheschoolwhore

backinseniorschool,guessherwhoringways

caughtupwithherandthehusbandsawthathe

cannotmakeoutofawhore...

Tessalaughedasshereadmorecomments.

Theywereroastingherandwellshewouldn't

blamethem.Lookathowhorribleshelooked.

HowHaydentolereatedthiswasbeyondher.

Maybemarriagewasindeedshowingher

flamesorshewasdying.Hmm...ifshediedand

shitthenshewouldbethereforhim,comfort

him blahblahandtheywillbetogetheragain.



Sheloggedoffandloggedinwithafake

accountwhereshecommentedonthepost.

Tessa: whatifsheisabouttodie?Howtragic.

Therewereafewrepliesonhercomment.

Reply1:Verytragic.Lol

Tessa:Iheardshesleptwithhim whilehada

girlfriendandfellpregnant.Imaginehela.The

audacity.

Reply2:Karmathen itisadarnbitch,you

can'tbuildonthetearsofanotherandexpectto

livehappilyeverafter.

Tessa:Exactly Shedeservesit.

Reply3:Youguysdon'tknowherpersonallyto

sayallthat Disappointinghowwomenbreak

otherwomen.Tlhelebaloibasadi.



Reply4:Stopbeingafeelistwena wecometo

Facebooktojokeandweuseourown

data..mxm

Tessalaughedasshewenttoreadmore

comments.

AtMatilda'shouse

Tilyscrolledthroughsocialmediaandsawthe

trendingtopic.Shegaspedwhenshenoticed

thatitwasMasa.Whenwillsheevercatcha

break?Sheshookherhead.Shehopedand

prayedAriellewillpullthrough,thatlittlegirl

washermother'sprideandjoy.

AttheSmiths



Masawentthroughhersocialsandtears

blindedhereyesasshesawherselftrending.

Theyhadtakenphotosofher?Shereadthe

commentsandshejustswallowedtearfully.

Hayden:Babe?

Hejustgotthephoneoutofherhandsandhe

sawwhatshewaslookingat.

Masa:KantehowdidIwrongtheuniverse?

Hayden:Don'tmindthem mylove..theyarebitter

andhavenothingtodowiththeirlives.

Masa:Iwasjusttheretobuy,Ididn'toffend

anyone(teary)

Hayden:angel...

Shecriedonhischestasherubbedherback.

Hayden:I'm sorryokaybaby?

Masa:Somearecallingmeawhore,they



broughtupmypast..

Hayden:Babe..

Masa:I'llneverbegoodenough..

Hayden:You'regoodenoughforme.Skalela

tlhemma...

Herubbedherback.

Hayden:thiswillpasstooandtheywillforget

aboutit.You'rebeautifulandperfectforme.

Hejustheldherlikeababy.

Hayden:Wehaveeachother,afamilythatloves

andadoresyou.Thechildrenloveyou,Ilove

youandthat'sallthatmatterslittleoneokay?

Shenodded.

Hayden:Matildaisthere,yourmom anddadare

theremyfamilyisthere.Don'tstressyourself

unnecessarily,wehavealottodealwithatthe

moment.



Masa:Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletogooutafterthis..

Hayden:That'sstillokay,Iknowyouhate

fightingwithpeopleandyouwouldrather

retreatandnotretaliate.You'reanangelokay?

Shenodded.

Hayden:AndIloveyouMrsSmith.Sleepbabe,

wehavealongdayaheadofus.

.

.

*
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Thefollowingmorning

AttheSmiths

Masawasthefirstonetowakeup.Sheheaded

tothebathroom whereshecheckedherpanty

foranybloodstainorsignofherperiod.The

crampshadgottenbadduringthecourseofthe

nightandshehadfailedtosleep.Theyhad

neverbeenthisbadandshedidn'thavethe

energytowakeHayden.Therewasnoneand

shesighed.Maybeduringthecourseoftheday,

itwasnothingmajor.Afewmonthsaftergiving

birthtoHudsonherperiodhadfallenrightback

intoit'smundanecycle.Shewasneveraday

lateorearlysothiswasalarming.Justabit.

Shecan'tbepregnantright?Bettershegetthat

IUDdeviceassoonaspossiblesothatshe

shouldstopworryingaboutherperiodsandthe



possibilityoffallingpregnant.Shedreadedthat

withallofherheart.

Shewalkedoutminuteslatertohelpthenanny

preparethekidsforschool.Thedriverwould

pickthem upintwohourstotakethem to

schoolandshewouldfinallygetAriready.

Beingbusyfornowwilldistracthermindfrom

mostofwhatwasabouttohappenlateron.

Inanhourthetwinsweredoneandtheysaid

morningtoadrowsyAriellewhohadbarely

liftedherheadtosaythesamebeforetheyran

upstairstotheroom togreettheirfather.Ithad

beensomethingtheyhadgottenusedtoevery

morning.SayinghiandIloveyoutothrfamily,

nottoboastoranythingbutsheguessedthey

werebeingraisedright.



Theyatetheirbreakfastpeacefullywithlight

banteringandtheybothkissedtheirmother's

cheekwhentheirdriverarrived.Theygrabbed

theirbagsandwalkedout.

Masa:Thankyou.

Nanny:Theyareadelightfulbunch.ShouldIget

Ariellereadymam?

Masa:No,I'lldoit.Thankyou.

Thiswasthetimenowforallthemedical

equipmentHaydenhadshippedheretowork

now,theprivatenursealongwithadoctor

wouldsetitallupforAriellewhiletheywentto

thehospitalforherfirstsession.Theyhadbeen

warnedaboutthesideeffectsandsheknewit

wouldn'tevenbepretty,shejusthopedshewas

goingtobestrongthroughoutthewhole

process.Thosedrugsbeinginhersystem.She

sighed.



Haydenwokeupfullynotfeelinghiswifeathis

side.Shewasprobablykeepingherselfasbusy

asshecouldpossiblycan.Masa'sphonerang

andhepickeditup.

Hayden:Hello..

Cane:Hi,canItalktoMasa?

Hayden:CanIpassamessage?

Canesighed.

Cane:I'llbealittlelateforArielle'sfirst

chemotherapysession.

Hayden:Ican'tsayI'm surprised..

Cane:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Hayden:You'respendingfarlesstimewith

Arielle,questionwouldbewhyyouaren't

spendingtimewithher?



Cane:I'vebeenbusyan-

Hayden:Thatwhenyoudospendtimewithher

shedoesn'tcallyoudadwiththeexcitement

sheusedtohaveatfive?Nooffensebutgao

sabatlengwanabuaMr..

Cane:Becarefulhowyoutalktome,I'm still

youruncle.

Hayden:Andyou'restartingtobecomeashitty

dadtoArielle.

Cane:KanaotlanyelaHayden.

Haydenchuckled.

Hayden:Thetruthhurtshmm?Stilldoesn't

makeitrightonyourpart.

Cane:Justbecauseyou'relegallyfuckingmy

babyma-

Hayden:Stopitrightthere.Familyornot,Masa

ismywifeandsheshouldberespected.Idon't

careifsheisyourbabymamaorshefucked



youfirst,she'smywifeandyou'reoverstepping

boundaries.Treadcarefullyuncle...treadreally

carefully.

Hisvoicehadhim blinkingacoupleoftimes.

Hayden:Ithinkthisconversationisover.You

knowwhattodo.

HehungupandthrewMasa'sphoneonthebed

asheheadedtothebathroom.

AfterhewasdoneMasafinallywalkedinside

theroom andsatontheedgeofthebed.

Hayden:morningangel.Gotakeabath,Iran

waterforyouinthebathtub.

Masa:Myperiodislate.



Sheblurtedout.Haydenpausedasheplaced

hislotiondownandleanedagainstthedressing

table.

Hayden:And?

Masaincredulouslylookedathim.

Masa:MyperiodislateHayden!

Hayden:Idon'tseewhereyou'reheadingwith

thispoint.

Masa:Wow!

Hayden:You'renotbeingdirectMasaanddon't

raiseyourvoiceatme.Don'tdothat.

Sheunconsciouslytriedtotuckherhairbehind

herearbeforesherememberedthatshewasa

baldheadnowandtherewasnohairtopush

back.

Hayden:Masa?



Masa:Rra?

Hayden:Warebothatakeeng?(what'sthe

problem)

Shewilledherselftocalm down.

Masa:Myperiodlateandit'sneverlateunless

of...whatI'm basicallysayingisthatit'slatean-

Shecouldn'tevenfathom thethoughtofbeing

pregnant.

Hayden:And?

Masa:It'sneverlate,whenIwaspregnantwith

HudsonitwasstillthereontimetillIstarted

showingan-it'slate.

Hayden:Andyouthinkpregnancyisapossibility?

Masa:Idon'tknow..

Hayden:Wasithardtogetyourpointacross



withoutraisingyourvoice?

Masa:No.

Hayden:Ifyouhaveanyqualms,takea

pregnancytesttoeliminatethefear.Simple,yes?

We'redoneright?

Masa:Yes.

Hayden:Yourwaterisgoingtogetcold.

Shestoodupandheadedtothebathroom

wheresheclosedthedoor.Haydenjustfinished

gettingdressedbeforehewalkedoutofthe

room andwalkeddownthestairstoArielle's

bedroom.

Hayden:Morning.

Hebentdowntoherlevelwithasmallsmile.

Arielle:Morning...

Shelookedathim withquestion.



Arielle:Willithurt?

Hayden:Whentheyinserttheneedleitmight

stingalittle.We'llbetheretoholdyourhand

throughitallokay?

Shenoddedandslowlygotoutofbedand

huggedhim tight.

Arielle:Thankyoudad..

Haydenhidtheshockonhisfacewithasmile.

Arielle:Ipreferdadthanuncle..

Shesaidwithalittlesmilestillhugginghim.

Haydenstooduppickingherup.

Hayden:I'm honouredprincess.

Arielle:Iloveyou..

Hayden:Iloveyoutooprincess..didyoueat

something?

Sheshookherhead.



Hayden:Let'sgetyousomethingtoeatthen.

.

.

*
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Atthehospital

MasaandHaydensatoneithersideofArielle

asthedoctorsetthedrip.Theydidn'tknowhow

Arielle'sbodywasgoingtoreacttothedrugsso

theywereyettofindout.



Jasmine:Alldone..

Masa:Ittakeshowlong?

Jasmine:Atleastthreehoursforthatdriptobe

empty.

Masajustnodded.

Masa:Sowewait.

Jasmine:Yesmam.

Hayden:Canyoukeepcontactwiththeprivate

nurse?Isthereanywayyoucangodoinhouse

calls?Forchemo?Wereallyhaveeverythingwe

needforit..

HesaidlookingatArielle.Asmuchastheywere

atthepediatricward,therewassomething

unsettlingabouthospitals.

Jasminenotedhowtheyweretheluckyonesto

haveresourcesatthetipoftheirfingersThey

alreadyhadeverythingandhowtheygotthe



resourcesbaffledher.

Haydensawthedoubtplayinginthedoctor's

eyes.

Hayden:IcanassureyouthatDrRomanoknew

whatshewasdoingwhensheaskedforthe

rightmedicalsuppliestobedelivered.We

wouldn'tintentionallyputourdaughterinharm's

way.

Jasmine'seyeswidened.

Jasmine:DrRomano?AngelRomano?

Hayden:Theoneandonly..

Jasmine:H-how?

Hayden:Wehaveourways.

ThedooropenedandCanewalkedin.Arielle's

eyeslitupasshesawherdad.Shehadalotof

questionsbutshefeltdrowsybutshewas

goingtokeephereyeswideopen.



Cane:Hellolove.

Arielle:Hii..

HaydenstoodupandwalkedtoMasa'sside.

Hayden:Let'sgivethem space.

Masa:Bu-

Hayden:let'sgo..

ShestoodupandsmiledatCanewhofailedto

lookatHayden.HaydenheldMasa'swaist

leadingheroutoftheroom.

Masa:Whatdidyoudo?

Hayden:Pulledmyweightaround.Wherecanwe

findadoctor?

Masa:For?

Hayden:toseeifyou'reindeed"pregnant"



Masa:Okay..

TheydidfindoneandshejustgaveMasaa

pregnancyteststickwhileHaydenwaited.

MasawalkedoutandsatnexttoHaydenasthe

doctorwalkedtothesmallbathroo..

Masa:Sorryformyoutburstinthemorning.

Hayden:Don'tdothatagain.

Masa:Iwon't.

Hayden:Thenwe'regood.

Sherubbedherhandstogetherassheprayedin

herheart.ShebeggedGodtotakecareofAri

andforhernottobepregnant.Shewillnever

haveunprotectedsexwithHaydeneveragainif

itturnsoutnegative.Sheshould'vefastedtoo.



Shecan'tdealwithapregnancywhenher

daughterisalsosick.

Haydenjustlookedatherpanickingandhe

chuckled.Somuchdramaoversomethingthat

isnothighlypossible.Shesaidshewasonthe

depoverainjectionright?

Minuteslaterthedoctorwalkedbackinsidethe

officeholdingthepregnancystick.

Masa:And?

Thedoctorturnedthepregnancystickand

Masa'sheartpounded.

Masa:D-doc?

Doctor:Twolinesmeansit'spositiveanda

negativeisshownbyoneline.

Haydenrubbedhisfacebeforehelookedat

Masa.

Doctor:Buttheresultscanbeinaccurate.



Masa:SoinotherwordsI'm notp-uhm that?

Doctor:Wecanfullyconfirm thatwithascanor

bloodtests,ascanbeingfaster..

Hayden:Okay.

Heleanedbackdefeated.Nowheunderstood

whyMasawasfreakingout.Hudsonwasbarely

ayearold,theyhadtobethereforArianda

pregnancy?WithMasa?Sosoon?Hewasn't

abouttodealwithhermoods.OnGod.

Doctor:Ithinkascanshouldbesuitable.When

wasthelasttimeyou'veseenyourperiod?

Masa:Sixweeksago.

Doctor:Youdoknowyoucanstillgetyour

periodwhilepregnantright?

Masanodded.Sheknewthatprettywell.



Doctor:Ineedyoutoliedownonthebedmam,

itcanbeearlydaysthoughandif,abigifyou're

pregnanttheheartbeatwon'tbeaudible.We

canonlyspotthegestationalsac,Irecommend

wegetyourbloodworktoo.

Masa:Okay.

Shejusthopeditwasafalsepositive.She

wouldn'tbeabletodealwithapregnancy.On

God.Butwhatifitturnsoutthatshe'spregnant?

Shewouldn'tkillinnocentbabiesthatwere

madewithlove.Shesighedandhopedthe

pregnancytestwaslying.

ThedoctormovedthewandoverMasa'sflat

tummyandshewasabitconcernedseeingher

ribsthatvisible.Ifitturnsoutthatsheis

pregnantsheshouldeat.Shecouldn'tspot

anythingviatheultrasound.Itmightstillbe



earlytodetectanything.

Shelookedatthecouple.

Doctor:WellIcan'tseeanything,Irecommend

comingheretomorrowafterIcollectedthe

bloodworkresults.

Masa:Okay.

InArielle'shospitalroom

Ariellesmiledfaintlyashereyelidsfluttered

shut.Canerealisedhowmuchhemissedinher

lifeandherlikesanddislikeshadchanged.

Hisphonerangandhetoldhiasecretaryto

cancelallhisappointmentsfortheday.



AtLetty'shouse

ShefinallygotMasa'snumber.Itwasabithard

togetitbutmaybeshewillgetthroughto

Hayden.

Shewalkedtothebedroom wheresheopened

rhewardrobeandtheboxshehadkepthighup

cametumblingdown.Thepapersandphotos

insidefellonthetileandshebentdowntopick

upthephotos.Shelookedataparticularphoto

thenshepaused.Shesworeshewasgoingto

takethissecrettothegravebutwhatifit'sher

onechanceforhertogetHaydentotalktoher?

.

.

*
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Atthehospital

HaydenandMasawalkedinsideArielle's

hospitalroom andshewasstillout.Theywere

goingtokeepherhereforwhatthesideeffects

mightbring.HerubbedMasa'sarmsandshe

sighed.

Masa:SometimesIfeellikeIwrongedGod

somehow.

Hayden:Don'tsaythat.

Masa:Ican'thelpit.



CanewalkedbackinsideandHaydennodded.

Hesatdownashisphonerang.Joy'sname

flashedonhisscreenandheignoredit.He

wasn'tinthemoodtodealwithhernonsensical

behaviouratthemoment.

Cane:Sheisstillout?

HaydennoddedpullingMassclosertohis

muscledbody.Heknewshewasscaredandhe

wasfeelingthesame.Haydenbenthisheadto

whisperinherear.

Hayden:Heartbeatokay?

Masa:Yes.

Hejustplacedhiswarm palm overherbreastto

feelherheartbeat.

Hayden:Let'sgogetyouaglassofcoldwater,

it'snotbacktonormalangel.Areye.

ThetwowalkedoutandCanesatdown.Hehad



pretendednottonoticethatMasahadcuther

hairlikeArielleandthatalonetouchedhim.She

sacrificedherbeautyjustfortheirdaughterto

feelokay.Ifthatisn'tamotherandahalfhe

didn'tknowwhatwas.HerubbedAri'shandas

hewatchedhersleep.Shewastooyoungtobe

fightingasilentdeadlykillerlikecancer.Way

tooyounganditpainedhim thathehadn'tbeen

spendingenoughtimewithherwhenshewas

healthy.Hedidn'twanttothinkaboutthe

possibilityofherhavinglimitedtime.Hewould

behurtandlivealifefullofwhatifsbutthat

womanwhojustleftwouldbeshatteredforlife.

Cane:Youhavetobeatthissweetie.You're

stronglove.

MeanwhileoutsideArielle'sroom Haydenasked

oneofthenurseswherethecafeteriawas.

Masa:Thankyou.



Hayden:Welcome.

Whentheyarrivedhegothericedwater.

Hayden:Drink.

Masa:Okay.

Shedrankthewatersilently.

Masa:DoyouthinkI'm pregnant?

Hayden:Babelet'strytonotstressaboutthat

mylove.

Shesighedandnodded.

AtLetty'shouse

Shesuckedinadeepbreathanddecidedtocall

Masa.Thephonerangunansweredforawhile



beforesheanswered.

Masa:Hello...

Letty:Uhm hi.

MeanwhileHaydenstillkepthishandsaround

herwaistasshetalkedtothephone.

Masa:Hello...

Caller:Don'thangup.Canwemeet?

Masa:Whoam Italkingto?

Thecallersighed.

Caller:Letty,Hayden'smother.

MasagaspedandHaydenpausedtolookather.

Letty:Canwemeet?Ijustwanttotellyou

something.Hedoesn'thavetoknow.

Masahadtostopherselffrom lookingupat



Hayden.

Masa:I'llthinkaboutit.

Letty:Please.Iwon'ttaketoomuchofyour

time...please!

Masa:Okay.Haveagoodday.

Letty:I'llsendthedetails.Thankyou.Thankyou

somuch.

MasahungupandHaydenlookedather

expectinghertotellhim abouthercallbutshe

keptquietandheletherbe.

Sheshould'vedeclinedthatmeeting.IfHayden

findsoutheisgoingtoflip.

AtCane'splace



JoyfedthebabyasshetriedtocallCaneagain

buthisphonedidn'tgothroughnow.Wasshw

wrongtowanthersontogetallhisfather's

affectionlikeArielledidgrowingup?It'snotlike

shehatesthelittlegirl,sheisasweetchildbut

itwasherson'sturn.Wasthatsohardtosee?

ShecalledMasa'sphoneanditsentherto

voicemail.Why?ShefinallytriedHayden's

numberanditwentthrough.

Hayden:Hello?

Joy:Hi.Iwantedtoaskifyou'veseenCane.

Hayden:He'swithhisdaughter.

Joy:Oh.

Hayden:Youcancallhim ifyoudon'tbelieveme.

Hecutthecallandsheleanedback.Inthe

morningheleftearlyandsheassumedhewas



goingtoworkandheisstillatthehospital?

Atthehospital

Blairfinallycouldgetawayfrom Masediand

nowshehadtocometoatleastshowher

support.Motherhoodhasbeenquitetrickyon

herpartandshewonderedhowMasadiditwith

fourchildrenasyoungassheis.

Blairaskedbythereceptionandshemadeher

waytothepediatricward.ShefoundHayden

andMasaonthebencheswithMasasilently

lyingonhislap.

Blair:Hello.

Hayden:Hiandyoudidn'thavetocomeover..

Blair:Iwantedto.



Masa:Hey..

Blair:Masait'sokaynottobestrong.

Masakepthersilence.Shehasbrokendown

moretimeathanshecancountandhonestly

thingsweregoingwronginherlife.

Blairsatdownandshejusthopedthattheypull

through.Theylookedsosadanditwas

heartbreakingtoseethem inthatstate.

.

.
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Laterthatevening

Atthehospital

CanefinallywalkedoutofArielle'sroom and

foundMasasleepingonHayden'schest.His

heartfeltheavyallofasudden.Didhehavea

lapseinjudgement?

Hayden:Sheisstillasleep?

Cane:Yeah.Andwhatyousaidthismorningyou

wereright.Myapologiesfordisrespecting

mmaagweArielle.

Hayden:Waterunderthebridge.

Cane:Ihavetogo..

Hayden:Okay.AndifyouwanttovisitArielleshe

isalwayshome..



Cane:Thankyoufor(pausing)forlovingmy

daughterevenwhenIfailedher.

Hayden:Iregardherasmychildtoo.

Cane:Yourdadwould'vebeenproud.

HenoddedrubbingMasa'sarm.Canesaid

goodbyeonceagainandwalkedout.

MinuteslaterMasawokeupandlookedat

Haydenwhilerubbinghereyes.

Masa:Isbabygirlup?

Hayden:Notyet...

Masa:Ineedthebathroom.

Shestoodupandleft.Haydenheadedto

Arielle'sroom andstoodbythedoorway.He

almostlosthisfamilywithhisrecklessness,he

onlyhopedtheygetthroughthis.Arielleopened

hereyesandtriedmovingbutherbodyfelt

heavy.Haydenrushedtoherbedsideasheheld



herhand.

Hayden:He-

Beforehecouldcompletethesentenceshewas

alreadyvomitingandsomeofthevomitlanded

onhisshirt,herbodyshookinsmall

convulsionsandhepressedtheemergency

button.Apparentlypeoplereacteddifferentlyto

chemoandwithherbeingoutforsolong.The

dripwasemptyandthedrugswerenowsettling

inhersystem.

Thedoctorandnurserushedin.

Jasmine:Herbody'sreactionisnotwhatwe

expected.

Hayden:What'shappening?

Jasmine:Theconvulsionsandhervomitingat

once?Notgood,shemightchokeonhervomit

anddie..



Haydenswallowedasthenursehurriedwitha

bucketasAriellevomited.

Masawalkedinsidetheroom andlookedat

them.

Masa:What'swrong?

Hayden:Sheisawakeandthedrugsfinally

kickedin.

The8yearoldvomitedforwhatseemedlikean

eternitybeforeshestoppedandwashandeda

glassofwater.

Jasminecheckedhertemperatureanditwas

low.Toolowtobedeemednormal.

Jasmine:Areyouhotorcold?

Arielle:h-hot..

Thiswasgoingtobealongjourneytillshegets



better.Haydenusedthetissuetowelthenurse

handedhim towipehisshirtasMasarubbed

herarms,worrygnawingatherandsheknew

thatnomatterwhatshesaidherchildwas

goingtobeinpain.Tearsblindedherasshe

justwatchedthedoctorandnursesdowhat

theyweretrainedfor.

AtCane'shouse

Canearrivedandhewasnotsurprisedwhenhe

foundJoywaitingforhim.

Joy:Otswakae?(Wherewereyou?)

Cane:From thehospital.

Joyhumphedfoldingherarms.

Joy:AndI'm supposedtobelievethat?Youwere

notansweringyourphoneandyouwerenotat

theoffice.



Cane:Areyoumonitoringmymovesnow?

Joy:I'm simplyaskingtheappropriatequestions

Caneandyou'renotansweringme.

Cane:Iwenttothehospital...

Joy:Hospitalvisityathewholeday?

Cane:Yes...

Heattemptedtoproceedtowalktothe

bedroom butJoystoodup.Shestoodinfront

ofhim.

Joy:IwantthetruthCane.

Cane:Andthat'sthedamnedtruth.

Joy:Noit'snot.Masa'sphonewasnotontoo..

Canechuckled.

Cane:Andhowisthatmyconcern?

Joy:Andhesaysnyospitalvisitforthewhole

day..



Cane:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Joy:Iknewit.Thechildissickandit'sjust

fuckingchemotherapyandyou'regonethe

wholeday..

Cane:Joyyou'reoversteppingthelines.Don't

pushmewoman!

Joy:Orwhat?

Cane:Youwillregretit.IhaveadaughterandI

havetofatherheraswell...

Joy:Doesitgiveyouanexcusetonotanswer

mycalls?Jasonneedsyoutooashisfatherin

caseyou'retryingtoforgetyouhaveason.

Cane:You'rebeingpettyandinsecureandit

doesn'tsuityou.

Joy:Iam not...

Caneshookhishead.Hedidn'tevenrecognize

hisownwife.

Cane:Masaisamuchbettermotherthanyou...



Aslaplandedonhischeekandhelookedather.

Joy:Don't.Don't.

Shewasabouttolandanotherwhenhetightly

heldherhand.

Cane:JoybehaveorIwillteachyouhowto

behave.Don'tyoudaretrytolayyourhandson

me.IcanbeatyoutooifIwantedto.

Heheldherarm abittootightasshe

whimperedinpain.Heletgoofherarm and

walkedtothebedroom wherehegothispillow

andproceededtowalkout,headingtotheguest

room.Hedidn'twanttohavetodealwithher

nonsense.Honestly.

Joysatdownonthecouchasshecried.She

knewit.Hermarriagewasover,allofasudden

thechildhascancerandhedisappearsthe



wholedayandsayshewasatthehospital.

Really?

AtLetty'splace

Shestewedoverhersecret.WhatifHayden

hateshermore?WillMasareallyshowuptothe

meeting?Shewasbeingsincerethistime

aroundandshehonestlymeantnoharm.No

harm atall.

Sheclosedhereyeslettingsleeptakeover.She

willseetomorrowmorning.

Thefollowingmorning

Atthehospital



Masawokeupaloneonthechairandshe

yawnedlookingatArielle.Theysleptintheearly

hoursofthemorningbecausesheseemedto

begettingworseateverygivenmoment.She

sighedandrubbedhereyesasHaydenwalked

inholdingtwocupsofcoffee.Hehadchanged

hisshirttoo.

Hayden:Morningangel.

Masa:Morning..

Hehandedhertheothercupandsheallowed

herselftoindulgetherichcaffeinatedscentof

thebeverage.

Hayden:We'restillgoingtomakeitthroughthis.

Masa:Ihopeso.

Haydenkeptquietastheysilentlysippedon

coffee.Thedoctorwasabouttowalkinwhen



shepausedatthedoor,takinginHayden's

magnificentbackside.Ifonlyhewasn'ta

marriefmanwithawifeandkids.Sheopened

thedoormuchwiderandfixedhercheerful

voice.

Jasmine:Morning.

Both:Morning.

Jasmine:IfImayaskagainisthenurse

qualified?

Hayden:Sheis,sheisgoinghome?

Jasmine:Ifsheisconstantlymonitored.

Masa:Shewillbe,I'm alwaysathomeandthe

nurseisalsohiredfulltime..

Jasmine:You'llhavetosignafewformsand

we'lltakehertherewiththeambulance.

Masa:It'sokay..justaslongasshegetsthehelp

sheneeds.



Evenifitkillsherinside.

ThedoctorwalkedoutandHaydenjustheldher.

Masalethim.Hislovelanguagewastouchand

itgavehim comforttobealwaystouchingher.

Sheleanedagainsthim.

Hayden:Whileshe'sstillasleepcanwegocheck

theresults?

Masa'sheartstoppedforaliteralsecond.She

didn'tevenwanttothinkaboutit.

Hayden:It'sbetternowthanlater..

Masakeptquiet.

Hayden:angel?

Masa:Ok(smallvoice)

Hequietlyledheroutoftheroom asthey



walkedtothedoctor'soffice.

Thedoctorsmiledabitasthecouplesatdown.

Doctor:Justintime.Iwasabouttocallyouguys.

Ihavetheresultsfrom thebloodworkwithme..

Sheliftedtheunsealedenvelope.

Doctor:Uhaven'topeneditasofyet.

ShesaidasshehandedMasatheenvelope.

Doctor:Openit.

Masa'shandsshookslightlyassheopenedthe

whiteenvelope.Shepulledthepaperoutand

herheartcrackedinherchestasthepieceof

paperfelloutofhershakyhands.Hayden

quietlypickeditupandreadtheresults.100%

positive.Shewaspregnant.OhLord!



.
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Atthehospital

ThedoctorwentonaboutwhatMasashoulddo,

highlightingherweightespeciallywhileMasa's

mindwasblank.Shewaspregnant?The

injectionfailedherandthiswastheworsttime

tohaveababyletalonedealwithapregnancy.

Afterthedoctorwasfinishedshelefttheroom



togogetpillsforMasa.

Hayden:Babe?

Masadidn'tanswer.Thiswashardand

complicated.Reallycomplicated.Hayden

sighedwhenthedoctorreturnedtenminutes

laterandhandedhim thepills.Theywereto

comeforascantwomonthslatertomonitor

thegrowthofthefoetus.

HaydenledMasaout.Heunderstoodwhatthis

meant.IfatallAriellewasokaymaybeit

would'vebeenconvenientandmaybeajoyful

pregnancybutnow...thetimingwasallwrong.

Hayden:We'lltalkaboutitokaylove?

Shenodded.

Thatafternoon



AfterAriellewascomfortableathomeandthe

nursewassureshewasokay,Masaand

Haydenwalkedoutofherroom.

HaydenledMasatotheirroom andtheysat

downonthecouch.

Hayden:Babe?

Masa:Yes..

Hayden:Iknowyoudidn'texpectthispregnancy

andamidstallthatwe'regoingthroughit's

goingtostressyou.Alotcangowrong,youhad

atraumaticbirthingexperiencelessthanayear

ago,Isawhowbaditwasandwealmostlost

you,Arielleissickandyou'restressed.

Masaliftedherheadtolistentohim.She

wantedtoknowwherehewasheadingwith

thatpoint.



Hayden:Iwassuggesting(paused)wegetasafe

abortion.

Masaslowlyletgoofhishand.

Masa:What?

Hayden:Babewecanstillhavemorekidsin

future,withallthat'shappeningit'snottheright

timeandIadmitI'm atfault,weshould'veused

protection..

Masa:Youwantmetoa-kill?

Hayden:BabeIhatesuggestingthisbutthisis

forthebest.

Masashookherhead.

Masa:Ineverexpectedthatfrom you.YesI

knowrhecircumstanceswe'reinbutan

abortion?

Hayden:Thinkaboutit.

Masamovedawayfrom him.



Hayden:Babe...

Masa:IwouldneverHayden.Ican'tkill,I'm sorry.

Shestoodupandwalkedtothedressingtable

whereshepickedhercarkeysandphone.

Hayden:Masa!We'restilltalking.

Masa:You'retalkingandIlistened.Ineedfresh

air.

Hayden:Wherethehellareyougoingnow?

Masa:Aplacewherenoonewillaskmetobea

murderer.It'sgoingtotakealotforthis

pregnancytosinkinbutI'm notaborting.

Haydenstoodupandheldherhandasshewas

abouttowalkout.

Masa:Letmego,wampolaya.

Hayden:You'reinnostatetodrive.

Masa:Areyoumyfather?



Hayden:I'm yourhusband.

Masa:Andmyhusbandwouldnotaskmetodo

such.

Sheusedherotherhandtohithischest.

Masa:ntlogelewampolaya.

Hayden:Masastopit!!

Masa:HaydenletgoofmeorelseI'm

screaming.

Heslowlyletgoofherandsherubbedherwrist

whichwasstartingtogopink.Helookedather

wristandhewasabouttoapologisewhenshe

justrandownthestairs.

Hefollowedherdownstairsbutshewas

alreadyinhercarandreversingitoutofthe

garage.Hecoveredhisfacewithhishands.



MeanwhileMasaheldbacktearsasshedrove

outoftheyard.Sheneededtothinkevenifit's

justforanhourorso.

Sheconnectedherphonetothecarbluetooth

system anddroveoff.Alongthewayshe

parkedbyatreebytheroadsideandcalled

Hayden'smotherback.

Letty:Hello?

Masa:Youwantedustomeet?

Letty:Ismyhouseokay?

Masa:senddirections(sighing)

Shewillhearheroutandjusttrytofinda

secludedplacetoprocessallheremotions.



AtCane'shouse

Joysatonthecouchstewing.Canedidn't

speaktoherwhenheleftthismorningeven

whenshetriedtoapologiseforlastnight.He

wasn'thavingitatall.

AtLetty'shouse

MasarealiseditwasnexttoReginah'shouse.

ThewomanHaydentrulyloved.Theonehe

wouldneversuggestanabortionto.She

laughedbitterlywipingthetearsthatfell.

Shegotoutofthecarandknockedonthedoor.

Lettyopenedthedoor.Althoughsheknewwhat

thiswomandid,shefeltsosorryforher.She

wassothinandtheclothesshewaswearing



madeitsoworse.Itwassosadtoseewhatshe

haswitheredto.AsmuchasHaydendidn'twant

toforgivethiswoman,shelookedlikeshe

mightdieanytimeandsayherfinalgoodbyes

yetshewasn'tevencloseto50.Itwassadto

watch.Sheunconsciouslyrubbedhertummyas

shesmiled.

Letty:Nicetofinallymeetyou.Masaright?

Masa:Yesandhi.

Letty:Evenbaldyou'rebeautiful.

Masalaughedabitasshesteppedinsidethe

house.Itwasunkempt.From richestorags?

Wasthishowthestorywasgoingtoendforher?

Letty:ForgivethemessandI'm sorryIcan't

offerteaoranything.

Masa:It'sokaybutthankyouforthekindness.

SheledhertothecouchandMasamovedthe



papersonthecouchandsatdown.

Letty:ThereisalotIwanttotellyouand

congratulationsonyourweddingtoHayden.

Masa:Thankyou.

LettytoldMasaeverythingandtruthfully.She

hadnothingtoloseatthispoint.

Masalistenedandatsomepointwasappalled

bywhatLettyhaddonebutthenmoneyhadthe

powertoblindpeople.

Letty:Iwasathisofficemorethanamonthago

andhekickedmeout.

Masa:Heisstillhurt.Youkilledtheloveofhis

lifeandyouhadahandinhisfather'sdeath.

That'salotoftraumatodealwith.

Letty:TheaccidentwasahugemistakeandI

paidforthat.Iwasinjailthenamental

institution.Noonecametovisit.Itwaspain



enough.

Masasighed.

Letty:ButthereissomethingIalsowantedto

tellyou.

Shestoodupandwalkedaway.Masawaited

tryingtoputHayden'spasttogetherfrom what

sheknew,whatHaydentoldherandfrom what

hismothertoldher.

Lettywalkedbackholdingthephotosinher

hands.

Letty:Ididsomethingterrible.

Masa:Hmm?

Letty:WhenHaydenwasborn...

Masasatupright.LettyhandedMasathe



photosandshelookedattheblackandwhite

picturesoftwobabies.Thebabieslookedlike

Hudsonwhenhewasstillanewborn.

Letty:Haydenhadatwin.

Masablinkedbeforehereyeswidened.

Letty:Whentheywerebothbornthisother

couplehadjustlosttheirchild.AtthattimeI

wasn'tthatmotherlyandIdidn'tknowwhatI

wasgoingtodowithtwokidsbecausethe

scansnevershowedthatweweregoingtohave

twokids.Ihavethem theotherone.

Masa:Didhisdadknow?

Letty:Hewasn'ttherewhenIgavebirth.He

cameadaylaterbecausehewasoutofthe

countryonbusiness.

LettyhandedMasamorephotos.

Letty:Thecouplesentpicturesoftheboyup



untilhewasayearoldwhenItoldthem tostop

andthatIwillneverdemandhim back.

Masachockedonherspit.

Masa:Yougaveawayababyjustlikethat?

Lettynodded.Shehadsworntoherselfthatshe

wasgoingtotakethissecrettothegrave.

Masaturnedthephotaroundandthenameof

thetwinwaswrittenattheback.

Masa:Noulteriormotives?Formoneymaybe?

Letty:No.TheylookedsadandIwasratherkind

thattimewhenIgavehim away.

Masa:Wow!Emapelejustlikethat?Tsatanki

ngwanakeyoo?Awholehumanbeingyou

pushed?

Letty:Yes.

Masa:whatawow!



Letty:Itoldthenursesnottotellanyoneandthe

coupleregisteredthechildastheirsandIleft

thehospitalwithonlyHayden.

Masacouldn'tquiteprocessLetty'slogic.

Letty:Youcantellhim,he'llhatememorebut

it'sokay.I'm usedtoit..

Masasighedandlookedaround.

Letty:IneverdidrightbyReginah.Shewasthe

womanhelovedandIthoughtshewasafter

money.Imean..

Masa:WellI'm surprisedbytheamountof

informationyoujustgaveme..

Masalookedaroundthehouse.

Masa:I'llbebackokay?

Letty:You'recomingback?

Masa:Inanhour.BesidesIneedsomethingto



dotothink.

LettyjustnoddedasMasawalkedout,leaving

thepicturesonthesofa.

AtSirSeretseKhamaInternationalAirport

Tessawalkedthroughthehalffullairportwhile

talkingtothephone.

Tessa:FriendIcan'tseeyou,can'tbelieveyou

camehereallthewayfrom Canada.

Her:Believeitgirl..

Tessabumpedintosomeoneandherphonefell

down.Shescrambledtopickitupandshe

lookedup.

Tessa:Hayden?



Whatwashedoingattheairport?

.
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AtSirSeretseKhamaInternationalAirport

ThemanlookedatTessa.WhowasHayden?

Him:Excuseme,Idon'tknowwhoyou'retalking

about.

Tessa:Hayden?Youalsodon'trememberme?

Tessa?



Him:Womanthismustbeacaseofmistaken

identity.

Tessa:What?

Him:Myapologiesforthephone.

Hetookouthiscardandhandedittoher.

Him:Ifyouwantyourphonefixed.Excuseme

andhaveagoodday.

Tessafrownedandrubbedhereyes.Itwas

broaddaylightandHaydenjustactedasifhe

wasseeingherforthefirsttime.Hewalked

awayandshewantedtofollowhim butshe

rememberedshehadtopickupherbestfriend

from Canada.Shemadetheefforttocome

checkonhersoshehasto.Shewilldealwith

thislater.



AtLetty'shouse

Masareturnedwithcleaningsuppliesandsome

food.

Letty:Youdidn'thavetodothat.

Masa:It'snothing.

Shegotthecleaningsuppliesfirst.Sheshould

probablystartcleaningbeforeshecanputthe

groceriesinthepantry.

Letty:Idon'twanttomakeyouguysfight,you

shouldprobablygo.

Masa:It'sokay.Ishouldgetstartedwiththe

kitchen.Willyoubeabletodothebedrooms

though?

Letty:Yes.

Masa:Alright.



ThreehourslaterMasalayexhaustedonthe

couch.Shetookabiteoutofthepieshehad

boughtearlier.Whattimewasitanyway?She

exhaustedherselftotheboneandshewassure

hermindwascleared.Blank.

Meanwhileinhercarherphonerang

unansweredforthe20thtimeasHaydenhung

upyetagainasherphonedirectedhim to

voicemail.Hewasactuallyworriedthat

somethingmight'vehappenedtoher.Heknows

shedidn'tagreewithhissuggestionbutshe

couldatleastanswerherphonetolethim know

thatshewasbreathingwherevershewas.

FornowAriwasstillsleepingandhewaswith

thekidsinthelounge.Hehadrocoverupfor

whytheirmotherwasn'taround.Hejustwished



shewouldanswerherdamnphone.

MasafellasleeponLetty'scouchandLetty

sighedseeingheroutonthecouch.Shewas

cleaningwithsuchferocityasifshewantedto

erasesomethingfrom hermind.

LettyjustmadeherwaytoHayden'soldroom.

Funnythingwasthatitwasintact.Shenever

touchedanythingeversincehehadstopped

stayingtherefrom thetimehewas19.She

walkedtohiswardrobeandgotoutthespare

blanketsthathadawhiffofhisoldcologne.

Shewalkedoutwiththeblanketandcovered

Masawithit.Shehadhersmallhandsoverher

stomachandshewonderedifshewaspregnant

orwasitsomethingshealwayadid.

Shehonestlydidn'thavetodoallthiscleaning.



Shewastoogoodtoher,forsomeonewhohas

hurtpeopleHayden'swifewastoogood.Too

perfect.Maybeatfirstthat'swhatirkedher

aboutReginah.Shewastoogoodtobetrue.

Tooperfect.Shesighedinregret.Itwasofno

use.Haydenwouldn'tforgiveherandshewould

neverseehergrandkids.Hellshedidn'teven

existtoHayden.Shelookedathiswifeonce

again,maybeitwasablessingthathegotgood

womenandnotwomenwhowerelikeher.

MasasleptpeacefullyandLettyjustwalkedto

thekitchen.Herfridgehadfoodandherpantry

hadfood.Hellshehadofferedcashandsaid

thatregardlessofaperson'spastsinseveryone

deservedhumandecency.Hadarguedthatshe

wasn'ttheonetojudgeandwouldn'tthrowthe

firststone.



Sheliterallyforcedthemoneyinherhandso

thatshecaneatandatleastbuyclothesthatfit

her.

AttheSmith's

Haydenwasgettingworriednowashetried

callingherforthethousandthtime.Shestill

wasn'tansweringherphone.Whatifherheart

wasfailingherwherevershewas?

Hedialedthetrackingcompany.

Hayden:Hello.

Him:Sir..

Hayden:Ineedyoutotrackthelocationofmy

wife'scar.

Him:Onitsir.



Hayden:Sendthelocation.

Him:Ofcourse.

HehungupandheadedtoArielle'sroom.She

lookedbetterthanlastnight.Theywere

certainlygoingtofightthis.

Hekissedhercheekandwalkedtothetwins'

room beforeheadingtoHudson'sroom.Allhis

kids,sleepingpeacefully.Hejustneededtofind

thequeenofthecastle.Theyfoughtbutshe

hasneverdonethisbefore.

Hisphonebeepedandhesawthelocationthat

thetrackingcompanyjustsent.Hefrowned

confused.Thislocationwastoofamiliar.He

grabbedhiscarkeysandcellphoneashe

walkedoutofthehouseandlockedthedoor



usinghisownkey.

AtGaborone

Tessatookacabtoschoolaftershehadmade

sureherfriendwassettledinaguesthouse.She

justhadaweekbeforeschoolsclsoedandthey

hadtowaitforthenextacademicyear.Her

gradeslookedpositivelygoodsofarsoshe

waswinninginthaydepartment.

Shepaidthedriverasheparkedinfrontofher

block.Shewassafeandnowshehadtounravel

themysterythatwasHayden.Whywouldheact

asifhedidn'tknowher?

Shequicklymadeherwaytoherdorm and

fortunatelyherroommatewasstillawakeso



shedidn'thavetouseherkey.

Tessa:hey.

Her:Hii...

Shesatdownonthebedandlookedatthe

businesscard.MrDavis?Interesting.

AtLetty'shouse

Hayden'scarparkedoutsideandhelooked

throughthegate.Yep.Thatwashiswife'scar.

Whatthehellwasshedoinghere?Hereignedin

histemperthatwasburstingattheseamsat

thefactthathiswife.Hisfuckingwifewashere

knowingverywellhowhefelt.Whatthehelldo

youcallthat?



Hepressedtheintercom hopingitstillworked.

InsidethehouseLettyfrownedastheintercom

sounded.Itwaslateandopeningthegateat

thistimewouldberiskyespeciallysinceitwas

onlytwofemalespresentinthishouse.She

wasn'tconcernedaboutherownwelfarebut

ratherMasa's.Ifanythinghappenedtoher,she

wouldn'tbeabletolivewithherselfanditwould

addontothelonglistofwhyHaydenwould

neverforgiveher.

Haydenpressedtheintercom againandhesaw

thedooropening.Great!Thepersonhehad

completelywrittenoff.

Lettywalkedtothegateandnoticeditwas

Hayden.Sheimmediatelyretracedhersteps

andpressedthebuttontoopenthegate.



ItslidopenandHaydenwalkedin.

Letty:H-

Hayden:I'm hereformywife.

Shegaveupandopenedthedoorwiderashe

steppedin.Hispresencefillingthewholeroom

andmakingitfeelsmallerthanitreallywas.He

foundhersleepingonthecouchwithasmall

pout.Hegentlypickedherupandunawares

Masasnuggledintohischest,asifherbody

automaticallyknewwhowascarryingher.

HaydenlookedatLettyoncemoreandaround.

HenoticedMasa'scarkeysonthetableandhe

triedtopickthem upwithoutdroppingheror

disturbingherpeace.Whenhegotthekeyshe

walkedout.Hewillbebackforhercarfirst



thinginthemorningsinceitwasparkedinside

theyard.

Hewalkedtohiscarandopenedthedoor,laid

herdowngentlyinthebackseatandclosedthe

door.Hejoggedtothedriver'sseatandgot

inside.Helookedathiswifeonemoretime.

Shehasalotofexplainingtodo.

Hedroveoff.

.
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AttheSmiths

Masawokeupandshestretchedherbody

beforeshewasfullyawareofwhereshewas.

Herweakheartpoundedinherchest.Howdid

shegethome?Didshedriveherself?

Shedoesn'trememberdrivingherselfdoingso,

thelasttimeshecheckedshewasatLetty's

houseandHaydendidn'tknow.

SheglancedatHayden'ssideofthebedandit

wasempty.Sheplacedherhandoverherheart,

silentlypraying.



ThedooropenedandHaydenstoodbythedoor

inonlyhisboxers.Helookedatherguilt

strickeneyes.Ah.Theywerenotgoingtosway

him,shehadalotofansweringtodo.

Masa:M-m-morning.

Shestutteredwhenshewasnervousabout

anythingandshecouldn'tquiteform thewords.

Heonceaskedheraboutitandshesaidher

tonguegotheavysoshehadtoforcethewords

out.

Hayden:Morningindeed.

Shewaswaitingforhim toaskquestionsor

anythingbuthesmiledandmadehiswayinside

theroom,headingtothebathroom.Shegotout

ofbedandmadeherwaydownthestairs

headingstraighttothegarage.Onlyherother

carandoneofhiscarswasinthere.Sherubbed



hertemplesheadingtoArielle'sroom.The

nursewasnexttoherbedside.

Masa:Morning.

Nurse:Morningmam..

ItseemedasifwhilstthedrugswereinArielle's

system shewasgoingtobedrowsy.Different

sideeffectsfordifferentpeople.Shejustkissed

Arielleontheforeheadbeforeshewalkedout

andmadeherwaytothekitchen.Howwasshe

goingtoapproachthismatter.How?She

couldn'ttellifHaydenwasangryorhappyor

justanyemotion.

Shelookedatthefoodonthetableandshook

herhead.Shewasn'tinthemoodforfoodnot

whenshehadalottothinkabout.Orshecan

eatandthink,shestaredatherflattummy.



Masa:Icandoitforyousinceyourfatherwants

youdeadhmm..

Shedidn'thearhim approachingwhenshehad

saidthatlaststatement.Guiltwashedoverhim

asMasaopenedthefridge.

Masa:SoIdon'tknowifI'm carryingoneortwo

oreventhreeofyouherebecauseyourdadhas

wildgenesbutyouhavefoursiblings.Two

brothersandtwosistersyousee..Idon'tknow

whyItalktomystomachwhenI'm pregnantbut

it'ssoothing...

Haydenjustlistenedtoherrantingtoherflat

tummy.

Masa:I'm stillhurtyouknow,yourdadifhewas

withtheloveofhislifekabogosatweabortion.

Butsinceit'sme,yourmotherkefokfok

hela.(laughing)ButI'm notabortingyou,Iwould



ratherdiethankillyou..everychildisspecial.No

matterthecircumstances.Weshouldlighta

candleforyoursisterorgobacktochurch.I'm

notmuchofachurchpersonb-

SheturnedtofindHaydenstaringather.Her

tonguebecameheavyaswordsfailedtoleave

hermouth.HaydenlookedatMasaagain,she

believedhedidn'tloveher.Forsureshewasn't

Reginahheknewthatbuthelovedherforher

andhenevercomparedthetwo.Hehatedhow

shedoubtedhisloveforherandthathisown

wordsmadeherdoubthisloveforher.

Masa:uh-uhm..

Shelookedathim beforeshesuckedinadeep

breath.

Masa:I'm sorryforgoingtoseeyourmother

withoutinformingyou.Itwaswrongofme



especiallysinceIknowhowyoufeelabouther.

Shefinallysaidasshepickedherplateand

walkedoutleavinghim standingthere.There

wastoomuchtensionbetweenthetwoofthem

andshewasn'tspoilingforafight.

Hayden:Masacanwetalkaboutthis?

Masa:(sighing)sure.

Hefollowedhertothecouchandshesatonthe

couchoppositehisinsteadofsittingnextto

him liketheyalwaysdowhentheytalk.

Masa:CanIgofirst?Thankyou.Uhm your

mothercalledthedaybeforeyesterdaywanting

totalkandIwaslikesure.Soyesterdayafter

ourfightIwantedtobreathesoIcalledherand

Iwantedtohearwhatshehadtosay.



Shepaused.

Masa:Shetoldmebasicallythesamethings

youtoldmeandIheardher,sheregretsher

actionsbutthat'snotthepoint.Shetoldme

somethingthatwasshocking.(lookedathim

beforetwiddlingwithherfingers)Apparentlyyou

haveatwin.

Haydenraisedaskepticaleyebrow.Masawas

gulliblealright.

Masa:Believemeornot,Isawthepicturesbut

that'sit,youhaveatwin.Allinallmysincere

apologiesMrSmith.Itwillneverhappenagain.

Shelookedattheplateshewasholding.She

lostherappetitealready.



Masa:AndI'm notabortingthechildHayden.I

hatethefactyouevensuggestedthatto

me(chuckling)Ihavetogoliedown.

Shewalkedoutandheleanedback.Heshould

probablygogethercar.

Inthebedroom Masalieddownandrubbedher

tummyassheclosedhereyes.Haydenwalked

insidethebedroom andlookedathercradling

herstomach.

Hewalkedoutashedialedhismotherin-law.

Hayden:Hello..

MaMasa:Haydenhi..

Hayden:Canyoucomeover?



MaMasa:Isanythingwrong?

Hayden:Ihavetodosomething,canyoutake

careofMasaforme?Makesuresheeatsand

takesherpills.Shehaslostabitofweight.

MaMasa:I'llbethere,how'sAri?

Hayden:Sheisstillunderobservationhereat

homebutyoucancomecheckonher.Thank

yousomuch.

MaMasa:It'snothing.Bye.

Haydensaidhisgoodbyesandwalkedout.

AtLetty'shouse

Thetaxistoppedinfrontofthehouseandhe

gotout.Hepressedtheintercom andthegate

opened.Hesteppedinsidetheyardandhe



wantedtogetthecarbutwhatMasasaidabout

him havingatwinstoppedhim.Therewasno

wayhehadoneright?Thiswomanwasjust

bluffing.

HeknockedonthedoorandLettyopenedthe

door.

Withnogreetingoranythinglikethathewent

straighttothepoint.

Hayden:DoIhaveatwin?

LettyjustpickedthephotosMasaleftandgave

them toHayden.Hedidn'twanttobelieveitat

all.

Letty:I'm sorry.Youcanhatememorenowbut

I'm theonewhoaskedMasatomeet,don'ttake

outyourangeronherrathertakeitallouton

me.Sheisagoodperson.ToogoodandI



guessthat'sgood.I'm sorryforwhatIdidall

theseyearsandIknowsorrywon'tfixanything

butIreallyam.

Haydenshookhishead.Howevilwasshe?He

separatedtwochildrenatbirth.Lettylethim

thinkallhewanted.Stillwon'tchangeathing.

Letty:Hisnameisatthebackofoneofthe

photos.(sighing)

Haydenlookedatheronemoretimebeforehe

walkedtoMasa'scarandgotinside.Hestarted

thecar,reversedanddroveoff.

AtGaborone

Tessacheckedthetime.ThiscertainMrDavis

waslate.Ofcoursesheusedtheexcusethat



herphoneneededrepairingandthatshewasa

student.Allthatcrap.

HesatdownnexttoherandTessacarefully

lookedathim.HelookedlikeHaydenbut..

Shelookedathisarmsandtheywereclear.

Haydenhadtattoosadorninghischest,back

andarmsmakinghim lookedruggedandsexy.

Tessa:Whoareyou?

Themanchuckled.

Him:I'm ChristianDavis..

Tessa:Wow!

ShepressedherphoneandwenttoHayden's

profilebeforeshowinghim thephonescreen.

Tessa:Youlooklikethisman..



Christianfrowned.Helookedlikehim though

theyhaddifferencesifyoulookcarefully.

Tessa:Anyhowthat'snoneofmybusiness.

SorryformistakingyouasHayden.Youmust

betwinsorsomething.

Christian:Maybe.

HehadasmoothAmericanaccent.Really

smoothbutherfriendwaswaitingforher.She

wasabouttostandupwhenChristianstopped

her.

Christian:Youseem toknowthisHaydenwellif

youcancallmebyhisname...

Tessachuckled.

Tessa:Everyoneinthiscountryknowshim,

mostprpeopleprobablythinkyouarehim and



itmightcreateascandalsinceheismarried

andyouareherewithme...

Christianlookedaroundandforsureeveryone

waslookingatthem.Itwasaratherpublic

spaceandhedidn'tknowthiscountrythat

much.

Tessa:ButI'm goingtoFrancistownnextweek

withmybestfriend.Youcantagalongand

meethim there.

Christian:I'llthinkaboutit.Itseem abittoo

suddenbutthankyouforyourkindness.

Shesmiled.

Tessa:SureMrDavis.Ihavetogo.

ShewalkedawayandChristianleanedback,lost

inthought.

.
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AttheSmiths

Masasatinfrontofthetvwiththekidsasthey

alldebatedaboutthemovietheywere

supposedtowatchnext.

Masa:I'm choosingthenextmovie.

SmithJr:Nofairmom.It'ssupposedtogoin

order.Ichosethefirstone,thenAverythenAri

nowHudsongetstochoose.



Masa:Whatdoesheknowabotmovies?

Avery:Youalwayssayweshouldletthebaby

watchtv..

Masa:Idon'tlikeyouguys.

TheyallgrinnedasHudsonlaidontopofher

forcefeedingherthegrapes.

Masa:Wenaikete..

HejustgiggledandMasapinchedhischeek.

Hudson:mamaaah.

Shelaughedandopenedhermouthashe

pickedmoregrapesfrom thebowlthrowing

them inhermouth.

Masasmiledchewingthem asthetwinsdrank

theirjuice.Arielleatetheorangeasshewent

throughthechannels.

Hudson:Mama...



Masa:Hmm..

Hudson:Aah..

Masalaughedopeninghermouthandbefore

Hudsoncouldfeedherthegrapeshisweight

wasoffofher.

Haydengrabbedhim andplacedhim onhis

bareshouldersasthechildgiggled.

Hayden:Buddythat'smywife,Igettofeedher

grapesnotyou(laughing)

MasalookedupatHaydenashesmiledand

placedHudsononthecarpet.

Hayden:CanIstealyourmotherforaminute?

Avery:Evenifit'sanhour,we'recool.

Hayden:Sweet.Thankyou.

HaydengaveMasahishandandshetookitas

shestoodup.Heledheroutoftheloungeand



walkedupthestairsholdingherhand.Heled

hertothebedroom wherehesatherdownon

hislap.Shewantedtoresistbywigglingbuthe

wasn'thavingit.

Hayden:Lookatme..

Shedidandhesighed.

Hayden:YourpoutingisnotcuteMasa,weneed

totalk.Likeadultsnow.

Masa:Wetalked.

Hayden:Wedidn't.Nnasentletlhemma.(sit

downproperly)

Shelookeddownandrealisedwhatitwasdoing

tohim.

Hayden:Thankyouthoughit'snotgoingtohelp

butthankyou.(takinginadeepbreath)I'm

startingoffwithanapology.

Shejustlookedathim blankly.

Hayden:I'm nottryingtojustifymyselfbutIwas



lookingatourcurrentpredicaments.Wehavea

lotonourplates,youhadadifficultbirthand

youalmostdiedMasa.Ihadtothinkaboutthat

andwealsoneedtoshiftourattentiontowards

Ariellewithoutmakingtheotherkidsfeellike

theyaren'tbeinggivenenoughattention.Masa

thatdoesn'tmeanIloveyouanyless,itwasa

suggestionthatIfeltIneededtorunbyyou.

Youbreakeasilyanditwouldbeonelessthing

toworryabout.Thenwewillhavemorekids

wheneverythingislookingup.It'sstillokaythat

youwanttokeepthepregnancy.I'm totally

downwithitjustaslongasyoutakecareof

yourself.Eatandtrynottostress.

Herubbedherarm asshethoughtaboutwhat

hesaid.

Hayden:MasaIloveyouokay?Youdon'tneed

tocompareyourselftoRegie.Sheisnothere,

youareandyouarethewomanIlove.

Masa:IguessIoverreacted.



Hayden:Guess?

Masa:Ioverreacted.I'm sorry.Andforthe

visitingyourmotherincident..

Hayden:Turnsoutshewasright.

Masa:Huh?

Hayden:Thereisanarticleofasimilarguybeing

seeninGaborone.Helookslikeme.

Masa:Howbizarre.

Hayden:Yeah.

Masa:Sowhatareyougoingtodonow?

Hayden:Rightnow?I'm focusingonmyfamily.

Masa:I'm sorryonceagainandIunderstand

yourpoint.

Hayden:Don'tcompareyourselftoRegie.Inever

dothatatallMasa,don'tdothattoyourself.

Whendidwestartcomparisons?

Shelookeddown.



Masa:Uh.I'm sorry?

Hayden:Walapisawaitse(you'reannoyingyou

knowthat)

Hepulledhertohim andhuggedher.

Hayden:Wetalkwoman,don'tpoutallweek.

Masa:Iwasn'tpouting..

Hayden:YouwerethoughIthoughtwecouldput

thoselipstogooduse.

Sheflushedandhelaughedclosetoherear.

Hayden:Promisemewe'lltalkthingsoutinstead

ofyouwalkingoutblowingthingsoutof

proportion.

Masa:Ihatefightingwithyou.

Hayden:Thendon't,it'ssimpleasthat.

Masa:Andyoudidn'tgo.

Haydenlaughed.



Hayden:YouthoughtI'llleaveyouafterasingle

fight?Womanitwilltakealotformetowalk

outonus,youneedtherapy.

Masa:Youtoo.(sittingupright)Kanababe,hear

meout.Iknowyourmotherdidyouwrongon

somanyoccasionsbutyouneedtoletgofor

yoursanity.

Hayden:It'sdifferent.Shedidn'ttakeanything

preciousfrom you.Shetookmyfatheraway,

shetookmylifelineawayan-

HepausedashewatchedMasaquietly

digestingit.

Hayden:MasaI-

Masa:It'sokay.Iunderstand.Iwasjust

suggesting,forgivingthosewhodidyouwrong

givesyoursoulpeaceattimes.Tryitand

maybemeetingthatestrangedtwinwillbe

somewhatrefreshing.Idon'tknowinwhat

sensebutitcandoyouawholelotofgood.



Hayden:Masa..

Masa:I'm notupset.Butdon'tlettheanger

destroyyou,ifIgettherapyyoudothesameor

elsewe'regoingtobothexplodeandleavethis

marriageinsmithereens.

Shekissedhischeekandstoodupwalkingout.

Atthehospital

Tessaansweredherphonejustasshewas

steppingoutofthetaxitogothehospitalshe

willinglyvolunteeredat.

Tessa:Chris..

Hechuckled.Itwasstrangethatshewas

talkingtoHayden'sphotocopy.Similarbutyet



sodifferent.

Christian:Ididmyresearchontheguy.

Tessa:And?

Christian:Heisrich..

Tessalaughed.

Tessagreetedthereceptionistasshewalked

inside.

Tessa:Everyoneknowsthat.

Christian:AndI'm nervous.I'm justasimpleguy

really..

Tessa:Healsohadhumbleroots.

Christian:Don'ttrytomakemefeelbetterabout

myself..

Tessa:Heisn'trudeoranythingofthatsort.He

justkeepstohimselfalotandhasareally

intimidatingstare.HelookslikeyouChris.

Christian:Doyouhavehisnumber?



Tessa:Yepbutheblockedme.

Christian:Whatdidyoudo?

Tessa:Iwascrossingboundaries.Let'sleaveit

agthat.I'llforwardyouthenumberorbetteryet

gotohisofficebuildings,I'm suretheywillhelp

you.Ihavetogoandbyeandgoodluck.

Christian:Thankyou.Haveaniceday.

Tessa:Iwill.

Shehunghungupandwalkedtotheofficeof

thedoctorshehumblyaskedtoshadow.She

openedherbackpacktotakeoutherlightpink

scrubs.Shemightaswelllearntheropesand

shewaspassionateaboutthis.Really

passionate.

MeanwhileChristian'sphonebeepedandTessa

hadsentthenumber.Hesuckedinadeep



breathanddialedthenumberofhissocalled

twin.Thephonerangforawhileandhewas

abouttohandupwhenitwasanswered.

Voice:Hello?

.
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AttheSmiths

Hayden:Hello?



Therewassilenceandhewasabouttohangup

whenthecalleranswered.

Caller:Hello,you'retalkingtoChristianDavis.

Haydenpausedasthenamerunginhishead.

Whenthefamiliarityofthenamesetinhe

clearedhisthroat.Thiswasfasterthanhe

expected.

Christian:Hello?

Hayden:I'm stillhere..

Christian:Igotyournumberfrom someonewho

knowsyou.MyapologiesifIcorneredyou.

Hayden:Okay.

Histonguesuddenlyfeltheavyashishead

whirled.Hehadalottosaybuthewas



speechlessifhecouldputitthatway.

Christian:DidIcallatabadtime?

Hayden:I'llcallback.

Christiannodded.Itwasbetterthannothing.

Haydenstaredathisphone.

MeanwhileMasaleanedagainstthecounterin

thekitchen.Shecouldn'thelpcompareherself

toReginah.Haydenheldherinhighregard.That

sheisnothereandyouareherestatement

didn'tsitwellwithher.Ofcoursesheknew

HaydenlovedReginahbutnoneedtoshowitto

herthatsheisjustasubstitutewhenthereare

manygirlshecould'vemarriedorbetteryetthat

onewithReginah'sheart.Tearsfilledhereyes

andsheusedherfiststowipethetearsaway,

sheshouldn'tevenbecrying.Theymadeup



right?

Herlipsquiveredlightlyasmoretearsrandown

hercheeks.Whywasshestartingtodoubthis

lovemoreandmorethesedays?Itwas

suddenlyhardforhertobelievethatheloved

hernow.Wasshejustamothertothechildren

andshecould'veleftitatthatinsteadof

committingherselftohim?

Shedidn'thearhisfootsteps,jusfeltarmswrap

aroundher.

Hayden:Babe?What'swrong?

Masa:Nothing.

Shepushedhim backandandwipedhertears.

Masa:Justbeinghormonal.It'snothing.



Hecouldtellshewaslyingandmosttimeshe

wantedthetruthinsteadofbeingfedlies.

Hayden:BabyIwantthetruth.Let'sstartover,

whyareyoucrying?

Masa:It'sstupidHayden.I'm okay.

Shewentontoopenthefridgebuthepulledher

backandpickedherup.Placingheronthe

counter.

Hayden:Masa..

Hetrailedoff.

Masa:Wejustmadeup,weshouldn'tbefighting.

Hayden:ThetruthMrsSmith.

Masa:Ifeellikeasubstitute.

Haydenlookedatherstunnedandheknew

whatshemeant.Wherethehellwerethe

insecuritiescomingfrom?



Hayden:Whydoyoufeelthatway?

MasasighedandlookedupasHaydenkepthis

eyesonher.

Masa:I-IfeellikeyoumarriedmebecauseI'm

hereandsheisnot.Yourwordsnotmine.That

makesmefeellikeasubstitute,justhereforthe

kidsandthesex.

Hayden:DammitMasa!(lowvoice)andyou're

blowingthingsoutofproportionagain,makinga

hugeissueoutofsomethingsosmall.Why?

Masakeptquiet.

Hayden:You'reyourownworstenemyhere.You

keepfindingtinyreasonstodowngradeyourself.

DoyouknowhowmuchIhurtwhenyou

suddenlyaskmeoutofthebluewhyyou?Why

awhorelikeyouwhenIcouldhaveaperfectgirl.

Ithurtsmethatyouseeyourselfassomething

notworthyofloveandIshowyouMasa,every

goddamndaythatIloveyou.Thatyouarenot



yourpast.Youmademistakesandgrewfrom

them,you'reagreatmother,mylifepartnerbut

youfailtoloveyourselffully.I'm startingto

realisethatthewordstheysaidaboutyouhada

biggerpsychologicaleffectonyouthanI

imaginedtothepointthatyounowquestionme?

Youcompareyourselftoaghost?Someone

whodiedyearsagoMasa,shewasgrown.

Maybeshehadapastandgrewfrom it,we'll

neverknowbutthisneedstostopMasa.

Hestoppedandbreathedinlookingatheras

shewipedtears.Nowshewascrying.

Hayden:NgngMasa.Sutlhadikeleditseo(Wipe

thosetears)

Shedidastoldandlookedathim withshaking

lips.Hehadbeenbabying(worddoesnot

exist)herforthelongesttimenowandinstead



herselfimagewentdown.

Hayden:Masa?

Masa:Rra?

Hayden:Comehere.

Shejumpedoffthecountertopandwalkedto

him.Heheldherinhisarms.

Hayden:Monday.Therapy.Deal?

Masa:Okay.

Hayden:Keserious.

Masa:I'llattendit.

Hayden:Good.Asmuchasyou'reannoying,I

loveyouokay?

Masa:okay..

AtCane'shouse



InthespaceofaweekbothCaneandJoywere

livinglikestrangersinthehouse.Joyhad

apologisedandCanemerelynoddedhishead

everydayashewenttowork.Theywerenot

sleepinginthesameroom ontopofthat.

ItwastheweekendandJoyhadwantedthem

tospendtimetogetherasafamilylikethey

alwaysdidbutinsteadhesaidhewasbusyand

hadstufftodo.Anhourlaterhehadleftthe

house.

Shesighed.Itwasherfault.Maybetheywillstill

workitallout,inacalmersituation.

AttheSmiths



MasasatbetweenHayden'slegsasSmithJr

andHaydenwatchedsoccer.

Masa:Ihatethis.Grownmenrunningafteraball.

Useless.Utterlyuseless.

SmithJr:Mamawhichteam areyousupporting?

Masa:DidhehearwhatIsaid?

Hayden:Boyshe'ssupportingmyteam.

SmithJr:Noway...

AveryandAriellestoodup.Theyhatedfootball.

Whytheirmothertolerateditwasbeyondtheir

littleminds.

Hudsonlaidonhisbackasheate.Itwas

relievingthattheymadehealthysnacksfor

familytimeotherwiseHudsonwouldbeareally

fatbaby.

SmithJr:No!No!



Hayden:Yes!

Masalookedatthem bothnshookherhead.

Masa:Whichteam isn'tplayingthatyouboth

hate?

Both:Chelsea.

Masa:IsupportChelseaee,tellmewhenitplays

soIannoyyouthoughIknownothing..

ShestoodupandhelpedHudsonuponhisfeet.

Masa:Tothekitchenmister..

Shewalkedslowlyholdinghishandashe

walked.

Theintercom rang.

Hayden:Smiththegate..



Smith:PapaI'm watching,mom?

Masa:Tswangmogonnalona(leaveme

alone)(shoutingfrom thekitchen)

HaydenpointedlylookedatSmithJrwho

relentedandwenttopressthebuttonstoopen

thegate.

Canedroveinsidetheyard.Ariellehadanother

sessiontomorrowandhewasheretocheckon

her.HeknockedonthedoorandSmithJr

opened.

SmithJr:Hi.

Cane:Hellobuddy,youkeepongrowingtaller.

SmithJr:thanks..

Canewalkedinandfoundtheguyswatching

football.



Cane:Hey.

Hayden:Heyhey..

MasawalkedoutinshortsholdingHudson.

Masa:Oh,hello.

Cane:Hello..

Theyalllookedhappyandhiseyeslingeredon

Masalongerthannecessary.

Masawalkedawayandhedidn'tknowwhere

shedisappearedto.

Cane:WhereisAri?

Hayden:Inherroom orwithAvery.

Cane:Alright.

HestoodupandwalkedtoArielle'sroom where

hefoundherwithAvery.



Cane:Hello..

Ariellesmiled.

Arielle:Hifather..

Shelookedsomuchbetterbuttheyknew

tomorrowishersecondsessionanditmight

getworseafterthat.

Laterthatevening

HewasabouttogowhenMasaoffereddinner.

Shewasagreatcook.Theyallsatatthedining

tableasheobservedtheirfamilydynamics.

Maybesomewhowhehadalapseofjudgement

whenitcametoMasa.

Thelightchatterthattookplaceatthedinner



tablewasrefreshingandtherewasno

animosityorsiblingrivalry.

Masa:Onceeverythingissettled,youshould

bringJoyandthebaby.Likeafamilydinner.

WithBlairpresent.Familyisimportant.

Hedrankhisjuicenodding.

MasawatchedArielleeatingbeforeHayden

nudgedather.

Hayden:Eat.

Masa:Iwi-

Hayden:Whatdidwetalkabout?

Masajustrolledhereyes.

Masa:Eish.

Hayden:Eatwoman.

Shestartedeatingandlookedathim.Hayden



laughedasheatehisfood.Thebothofthem

oblivioustohowCanelookedatthem.

.
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AfterCanebidhisgoodbyes,thecouple

decideditwasbedtimeforthekids.Although

therewereafewobjectionsfrom theoldest,

theyallrelentedandwenttosleep.Masamade

sureHudsonwasasleedbeforeshewalkedto



thebedroom whereshefoundHaydensitting

onthebed.Lostinhisthoughts.

Masa:Pennyforyourthoughts?

Haydensmiledashepattedtotheemptyspace.

Masasatdownkeepinghereyesonhim and

sheheldhishand.

Hayden:Thesupposedtwincalled.

Masa:When?

Hayden:Today.Earlieron.Hewantsustomeet

andall.

Masa:Letmeguess,yousaidyou'llcallback

becausehecaughtyouoffguardandyouhate

beingcaughtoffguard.

Hayden:(smallsmile)am Ithatobvious?

Masa:Iknowyou.Whatisthewayforward?

Hayden:Ihavenoidea.Honestlyspeaking.

Masasighedandrubbedhishand.



Masa:WellIknowyoucanstewoveritand

decidenottocalltheguyupbutthenyouwill

livewiththewhatifs,whatifImethim?Whatif

IlostabrotherIdecidednottoforgea

relationshipwith?Thosequestionswillhaunt

you.Ifyouguysmeet,youhonestlyhave

nothingtolose.Youdon'tloseme,thekids,

yourfortuneoranything.It'sbetterknowinghe

existsanddecidingifyouwanthim tobepartof

yourlifeafteryoumeethim don'tyouthink?

Hayden:I-Iguessyou'reright.

Masa:AsIsaid,itissolelyuptoyou.I'llsupport

whateverdecision.

Hayden:Thankyou.

Masa:Welcome.

Hayden:Careforamassage?

Masa:I'm good,wehavealongdaytomorrow.

Hayden:Andstressisnotgoodforthebaby.



Masalookedatherstillflattummythenbackat

Hayden.

Masa:IwillhavetomurderyouifI'm not

carryingonechild.

Hayden:Emptythreats.Comehere.

Hepulledhertohim andkissedherhard.

Hayden:Ihavebetterideas.

MasalaughedasHaydengotontopofher.

Thefollowingmorning

Atthehospital

MasaandHaydenwereatthekidswithAriwho

keptfidgeting.Theywererepeatingthatawful

experienceonceagainandshehatedfeeling



helplesstohelpherdaughter.

Canearrivedmomentslaterandtheysmiledat

him asHaydenheldMasaclose.Thewhatifs

hadbeenplayingonhismindthewholenight.

Shewasagreatmotherandshehadsomuch

lovetogive,thefactthatthemorehethought

aboutit,themoreherealizedthatMasahad

usedhim asasubstituteforHaydensinceshe

couldn'thavehim atthetime.

AtTessa'sparents

Tessagrabbedherbagbeforeheadingtothe

kitchenforanapple.

MaTessa:Eversinceyouarrivedyouhaven't

beenspendingtimewithusathome.

Tessa:MamaIjustvolunteeredatthishospital,



I'm hereforliketwomonthssowehavetimeto

spendtogether.

MaTessa:It'saSunday.

Tessa:Adoctor'sworkisneverthrough..

MaTessalaughed.

MaTessa:Andtothinkthatyouwantedtobea

writer

Tessapaused,hermindsuddenlytakingherto

thetenyearoldherwhowasbrightandvery

bubbly.

Tessa:WellthingskindofchangedandIlove

whatIdo.

MaTessa:Icanseethat.Wellallthebest.

Tessa:Alright.

Shehuggedhermother,kissinghercheek



lightly.

Tessa:Tiaisstillasleep.I'llbehomeby

lunchtimethoughsinceit'saSunday.

MaTessa:Alrightbaby.Bye.

Tessa:Loveyoulotswoman.

Shewalkedoutofthehousetogocatchataxi.

Atthehospital

YetagainMasawatchedAriellereactdifferently

tothedrugsinhersystem.Thistimeitwasn't

thedrowsinessbutitwasafeverthatscared

her.Shedidn'tknowwhyherbabyhadtogo

throughallthat.Masaclosedhereyesastears

trickleddownhercheeks.Haydenheldherin

hisarms.



Hayden:She'llbeokay..okay?

Masadidn'tanswerbackasJasminehelpedthe

nursestoregulateArielle'stemperature.

Canejustwatchedhelplessly.Hisowndaughter

wasgoingthroughtheworstandthefunny

thingwasthathiswifedidn'tcare.Shedidn't

evengiveadamnandthatmadehim question

hisdecisions.WhathappenedtotheJoywho

lovedArielleandwouldevenplaywiththelittle

girl?Meanwhilehewasstartingtodevelop

feelingsthatwerenotthereforhisbabymama

anditwasn'tagoodsign.

Hayden:I'm takingheroutoftheroom okay?

CanenoddedasHaydenwalkedoutwhile

rubbingMasa'sback.



Theygottothebenchesandhejustplacedher

headonhislap.

Hayden:Baby?I'm here.Ariwillbeokay.Our

littlegirlwillbehealthyagain,thisispartofthe

treatmentokay?

Herubbedherbackasawaytocalm herdown

ifhiswordsdidn'tdothejobforhim.

MeanwhileTessawasonherwaytothe

cafeteriawhenshepaused.ThatwasHayden

andMasa.Whatweretheydoinginthepediatric

careunit?Shestoppedanurseandaskedher

aboutthem.Shewassuretheyhadn'tseenher,

helltheyweren'tfocusedonheranditseemed

asifMasawassobbing.

Nurse:Oh.Thatcutecouplethere?Theirlittle

girlisonchemo.



ThatwaswhenrealizationdawnedonTessa

andshefelttheweightoftheguilt.Shejusthad

tobetheonetodotheworst.

Haydenjustkeptrubbingherback,everyfew

secondswhisperinginherear.Maybeasaway

tocalm herdown.Shedidn'tknow.Asshe

lookedatthem,shewentbacktothatFacebook

roastaboutaweekagowheneveryonewason

Masa'scaseincludingher.Wheninactual

realitytheirfamilywasgoingthrough

somethingandshedidn'tfightback.Theyhad

themoneytosueeachandeveryonewho

commentedeventheownerofthepost

becausethatwascyberbullyingbuttheydidn't.

Shehadtoaskherselfwhyshealwayskept

botheringherselfwithMasa.Someonewho



didn'tgiveadamnaboutherandsomeonewho

didn'tevenseeitnecessarytochaseafterher.

Shequicklypassedbythecouple,havingsurety

thattheydidn'tspother.Shesighed.Apartof

herwantedtoapologiseforherpartinbashing

Masaonlinebutsheknewmaybeitwasforthe

besttheydidn'tknow.Shesighed.Shesaida

smallprayerfortheirchildaskingGodtomake

herokay.Thatwastheleastshecoulddo.It

couldsufficeasanalologythoughitstungthat

shehadahandinbreakinganotherwoman.She

didn'tevenknowthis.Tha-thatmaybeshehad

cutherhairbecauseherchilddidandshewas

beingamother.Somethingshehadnoidea

about.

.

.

.
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Atthehospital

HaydensighedonceMasahadfallenasleepon

hischest.Hethoughtaboutwhatshesaid

yesterday.Hehadtoadmitthathewascurious

abouthiatwinbrotherandall.Maybetheycan

meettomorroweveningbecausewellhis

morningsandafternoonswerepreoccupied.

Theybothpromisedeachothertostarttherapy

tomorrowandheneverbackeddownonhis

word.Ever.



HekissedMasa'sforeheadbeforehedialed

thatnumberthathadcalledyesterday.

Hayden:Hello..

Christian:Hello..

Hayden:Ithoughtaboutwhatyousaidandwhat

ifwemeettomorrow?

Christian:It'sstillfinebyme.

Hayden:Around6pm maybe?

Christian:Okay.Givemethenameoftheplace.

Hayden:Firstthingtomorrowmorning.

Christian:Thankyou.

Hayden:Alright.Goodbye.

Hehungupandsighed.Hejustwishedtheir

littlegirlwasgoingtobefine.



AtCane'shouse

Canearrivedlatethatnightafterhewassure

thatAriellewouldbefine.

HefoundJoywaitingthedarknessthat

engulfedtheroom beforeheswitchedonthe

lights.

Joy:HowisAri?

Canepausedandsswherswolleneyes.

Joy:Isshegoingtobeokay?Ididmyresearch

onleukemia..

Canejustunbuttonedhisshirtashepassedher

bythecouchheadingtotheguestroom where

hehasbeensleepingthesepastfewdays.



JoystoodupdefeatedandfollowedCaneinto

theroom.

Joy:I'm sorry.IapologiseforwhatIsaidthat

night.

Cane:Okay.

Joy:Justokay?Okay?

Canewhirledtofaceherandshetookastep

back.Cautiously.

Cane:Whatelseam Isupposedtosay?

Joyletoutanexasperatedsighasshepushed

herhairback.

Joy:Iletmyinsecuritiesgetthebetterofme.I'm

sorry.JunideservestoknowhissisterandI've

beenanobstacle.I'm sorryifitcameacrossto

youthatIhateArielle.Idon't.Ijustwantedyour

attentiontobeonJunibecauseArihadhertime.

I'm sorry.



Canelistened,throwingtheshirtonthebedas

heremovedhisbelt.Joycouldtellthiswasa

topicthathedidn'twanttolistento.

Joy:I'm sorry.SorrythatIindirectlyaccusedyou

ofcheatingonmewithMasa.Thatwas

uncalledforandsolow.

Shetookonelastlookathim andwalkedout.

Canesighedgettingoutofhistrousers.He

closedthedoorandthrewhimselfonthebed.

Joyclosedhertearyeyesasshesliddownthe

dooroftheirbedroom.Sheruinedit.Itwasover.

Shelookedattheringonherfingerandshe

removeditplacingitonthecoldwhitetile.

AtTessa'sparents



Tessalaughedoutloudandcoveredhermouth.

Tessa:OhGod!(laughing)

Christian:Itactuallyhappened.

Tessa:uhIdonotbelieveyouMr.

Christianshrugged.

Christian:Areyouworkingtomorrow?

Tessalookedatthenewlyplasteredcalendar

onherwall.Shewasfreetomorrow.

Tessa:luckyforyouIdon'thaveanything.

Christian:Careforbrunch?

Tessagrinned.Whenwasthelasttimeshehad

brunch?MorethanayearagoatCanada.

Tessa:IwouldbedelightedMrDavis.

Christian:Thankyoukindlady.



Tessasmiledlikeafoolpushingherhairback.

ThedooropenedandshejustgaveTiaadead

stare.TiaheldherslipwaistandgaveTessathe

samestare.

Tia:Mom saidyoushouldjoinusforamovie.

Tessaplacedthephoneonherchest.

Tessa:I'm coming.Givemeafewminutes.

Tia:Mom saidnow.

Tessarolledhereyes.

Tessa:Begonechild.

Tiawalkedout.

Tia:Mama?Shekickedmeout.(shouting)

Tessa:Littledevil.

Sheplacedherphonebackonherear.

Tessa:WherewasI?Sorryforthat,thelittledevil

decidedtoruinmypeace.



Christianlaughed.

Christian:Whatdidyoursisterdo?

Tessalaughed.

Tessa:She'sannoyinggosh.Aheadacheanda

half.

Christian:Icannotrelate..

Tessasighed.

Tessa:Didyoutalktohim?

Christian:Yeah.Thankyouforyourhelp.WhenI

camehereIwasn'texpectingtofindoutIhada

twin.

Tessa:Lifehasafunnywayofshowingussigns.

Christian:Huh?

Tessa:huh?

AmomentofsilencepassedbeforeChristian

spokeaword.



Christian:GoodnightTheresa.

Beforeshecouldsaygoodnighthehungupand

thewayhepronouncedhernameplayedinher

mind.

Tessa:NightChris(softly)

Shelaidonherbedforawhilebeforeshegot

upandwalkedout.Tojoinherfamilyinthe

lounge.

.

.
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Thefollowingmorning

MasatookasilentshowerwithHaydenthat

earlymorning.Eachlostintheirownthoughts.

Thesilencewassomewhatcomfortingandthey

allowedeachotherthatreprieve.

MasagotoutfirstandHaydenwastheoneleft

toclosethewater.Yesterdayhadbeena

stressfuldayandtodaywasadifferentstory

altogether.Apartofhim wantedtobackoutof

goingfortherapybutheknewifhedidn'tthen

hiswifewouldn'tgoandhewantedhertoget

better.Secretlyhopingthathewillmoveon

from thepastfully.

Withdistinctsilence,thetwogotreadyand



Masatiedaheadscarfjustthisonce.They

wouldhavetomakesurethagArielleisokay

andthatshewillbeokayforthefewhoursthey

wouldn'tbepresent.

Haydenfinallybrokethesilence.

Hayden:Howdoyoufeel?

Masapausedandplacedthemakeupbrush

down.Anexhaustedsighleftherpinklipsas

hershouldersslumpedfrom theproudand

strongstanceshehadportrayedsecondsago.

Masa:WoulditbewrongtosayIdon'tknow?

Haydensatonthebedashepulledthepolot-

shirtoverhisheadashissixpacklayhidden

belowthecrispwhitet-shirt.Heranhisfingers

overthesubtlestubblethathehadbeentoo

lazytoshaveoffthismorningandhedrewa



sightoo.

Hayden:It'snotwrongsweetheart.

Masanoddedmeeklyasshestaredathim fora

fewsecondsbeforepickingupthemakeup

brush,facingherreflectioninthemirroronce

again.Sheranthebrushoverherpaleface,

she'sbeenlookingoddlypaleandshecould

onlyblameitonthepregnancyandstress.

Masa:Hayden?

Hayden:Yes?

Masa:Wha-nevermind.

Hayden:Youcansayit.

Masa:Whatifthebabydoesn'tsurvive?

Hayden:Don'tsaythatokay?Everythingwillbe

okayandthankyoufornotlisteningtomy

madness.

Masa:huh?



Hayden:Mewantingyoutoabort.Atsomepoint

Iwould'veregretteditandwhatifircaused

fertilityissuesmovingforward?

Masa:Truebutwegotthisright?

Hayden:Wedefinitelydo,nowpleasedojoinme

forabite.

Masasmiledasshestoodupfrom thevanity

tableandtookthehandheoffered.He

squeezedhersmallhandabit.Hewillalways

bethereforhertilltheveryendortilllifetakes

oneofthem.

Heplacedhishandonthesmallofherback,

leadinghiswifedownthestairsandtothe

kitchenwherethehelphadpreparedbreakfast.

Masa:Butnottoomuchfood.Imightpuke..

Hayden:Morningsickness?

Masashrugged.



Masa:Thispregnancyisweird.Likerealweird

mothowame..Ihatevomiting.

Hayden:Maybeinthesecondtrimesteryou'llbe

fine.

Masa:Iwantthebabyoutalready.

Hayden:Youtalktoomuch.Eat.

Masa:Fine.

Hepassedhertheoatsandsomeyoghurt.

Masa:Thankyou.

Hayden:IhaveafeelingthatHudsonwillnotbe

happyoncehefindsoutheisn'tthelastborn.

Masa:boohoothechildwillheal.

Haydenshookhishead.

Hayden:Nowondertheycallyoudragonlady

sometimes.

Masaplacedthespoondown.

Masa:Excuseme?



Haydencursedsilently.Ooh!Heletthename

slipandnowshelookedathim expectingan

answer.

Hayden:Nothing.Eatyourbreakfastdear.

Masa:Youseeallfiveofyou.Youandyour

kids...

Hayden:Calm down.It'sthehormonesbabe.I

didn'tsayanything.

Masa:Mxm..

Shethrewagrapeathim.

Hayden:We'replayingwithfood?

Masapickedanotheroneandthrewitathim

againandhegrinnedmakingherlaugh.

Masa:mxm.Walapisa(you'reexhausting)

Hayden:Andyoulovemeforit.

Masa:Surprisinglyso.



AtTessa'sparents

Tessaworeadenim dressalongwithskme

gladiatorsasshegotreadyforherbrunchwith

Christian.

Herphonerangandshetorehereyesaway

from themirrorasshewenttopickitup.

Tessa:Hello?

Christian:Hello,Ijustsentthelocationdetails.

Tessa:Alrightseeyouthere.Bye.

Shehungupandtiedherhairintoaslickpuff

beforeshestartededgingtheedges.She

lookedcute.

Shepickedherphoneandsmallbagbeforeshe

walkedoutthedoorapplyingherlipgloss.



Shepassedhermotherinthelounge.

Tessa:I'llbeputforanhourorso.

MaTessa:O-okay.Youlookbeautifulbytheway.

Tessaflashedacutesmile.

Tessa:thankyoumom.Loveyouandbye

Shewalkedouttheyardandmadeherwayto

thestopwhereshehailedataxi.

Hourslater

TessasatoppositeChristian.Itseemedthat

theyhadalotincommon.

Tessa:Youshouldplaytheguitarforme.

Christian:Iguesswe'llfindadate.

Tessa:Waitsolikeyouaregood?



Henoddedwithacatlikegrinandsheblinked

beforeregainingherbearings.

Theyhadbeenhereforthepastthreehours.

Theyhadorderedtheirbrunchandtalkedtheir

waythroughit.Shestirredthecolourfulcocktail

withthestrawandshesuckedonthestraw

lookingathim.Christiancaughtherstare.

Christian:What?

Tessa:Nothing.Keeptalking.

Helaughed,thedeeplrumbleescapinghis

chestandshesuckedherstrawsomemore.

Unbeknownsttothetwo,HaydenandMasa

walkedinsidethesameplace.Haydenpulled

thechairforhiswifeandshesatdownbefore

hejustpulledthechairtositnexttoher.

Masa:Bathong!We'reinarestaurant.



Hayden:DoIcarebabygirl?

Masalookedaroundasmostpeoplekepttheir

eyesonthem.

Masa:Nope.

Hayden:Exactly.Whatdoyouwanttoeat?

Masa:Anythingisfine.Mythroatisdry..

Haydenliftedasleekeyebrow.

Hayden:PityforyouMrsHaydennowinesor

cocktailsforyou.

Masa:Mathataabotshelogaahele(Life

problemsnevercease)

Haydenrubbedherflattummyandshepushed

hishandsawatlaughing.

Hayden:Aslongasyou'reinthere,yourmother

won'ttouchalcohol.

Masa:It'syourfault..

Hayden:CanIorderonyourbehalf?



Shenoddedandhesignalledforawaiter.The

firstsessionwasokay,itfeltdrainingforthe

firsthoursbutitturnedokay.

AfterHaydenwasdonetalkingtothewaiterhe

shiftedhisattentiontoherandplacedhishand

onherthigh.

From thereontheyventuredintoconversation

withstolenkisseshereandthereandMasa

reprimandingHayden.Hisverytouchyhand

wasthreateninghercurrentstateofmind.She

didn'twanttobeapuddleofemotions,hehad

thepowertodothattoher.

Haydenpaidthebillandlookedathiswife.

Hayden:We'redoneright?



Masa:Arewe?

Hayden:Ithinkweare.

Hehelpedherstandupandwalkedtothedoor

holdingherfrom behind.Rightatthedoor,he

passedChristianandTessaandhepaused.

Masalookedupandfrowned.Hayden's

breathingchanged.ChristianstaredatHayden.

Hisidenticaltwin.

.

.
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Attherestaurant

ThetwobrotherslockedeyesasMasaheld

Hayden'shandsighing.Christiantorehiseyes

awayfrom HaydenandHaydenlookedathis

wife.Masarubbedhishandwhilelookingback

athim.

Thiswasunexpected.Theyhadagreedlater

todayanditwasn'ttherighttime.Hehated

beingcaughtoffguardandMasacouldseethat.

Masa:Excuseusforafewseconds(softly)

ShepulledHaydenawayandlookedupathim.

Masa:Howarewefeelingaboutthis?

Hayden:It'stoosudden.

Masa:Ihearyoubutlook..



HeturnedandChristianwasstillthere.

Masa:Youguyscantalk,I'llbeinthecarwaiting

foryou.Maybedestinyhadotherplansmylove

hmm..

Shestoodonhertippytoestokisshislips

softlyandhewrappedhishandaroundherslim

waist.

Hayden:Stay.

Masa:It'snotmyplace.I'llbeintruding.I'llbein

thecarandgoodluck.

Shekissedhischeekandwalkedaway.

Tessa'seyesfollowedMasa.Thefactthatthe

shortwomanwasn'tbotheredbyherpresence

andHaydenwasn'ttoo.Helookedlikehehad

fallenforhiswife.Shehadnoticedtheirquiet



exchangebeforeshelookedatChristianwho

wasshocked.Notquitebelievinghehadseen

histwin.

Tessasmiledtightly.

Tessa:Chris?

Helookedather.

Tessa:Youcandothis.Fateworksin

mysteriouswaysandwehavenocontrolofthe

universe,thisisyourchance.Takeitwithboth

handsokay?

Shehuggedhim beforeshequicklybrokeit.She

smiledagain.

Tessa:I'llbemovingaroundtheshops.Ring

whenyouguysaredone,he'scoming.Bye.

ShewalkedawayleavingChristiantheretodeal

withHayden.

Haydenclearedhisthroat.



Hayden:Wecanfindaquietspottotalk.

Christian:OfcoursebutIdon'tknowthearea

thatwell..

HaydennotedhisdistinctAmericanaccent.He

didn'tgrowuphere,interesting.

TheybothlefttherestaurantandTessastooda

fardistancelookingatthem.Shejustwalked

awayandventuredintothemall.Meanwhile

Masapressedherphonetodistractherself.She

hopedandprayedthiswentwell.ForHayden's

sake.HermindwonderedtoLetty.Wasshe

okay?Didsheknowthatherothersonwasin

town?Wasshecoping?Didshelosemore

weightorwassheeatingtherightfood?

Shestoppedherselffrom calling.Hayden



wouldn'tlikethat.Sheblamedhertreasonous

heartforseeingthebestineveryone.She

leanedbackandscratchedherheadthrough

theheadscarf.Shegotfidgetyandshesighed.

Maybesheshouldn'twaitinthecarorelseher

owncompanywasgoingtodrivehercrazyand

shedidn'twantthat.

Shegotoutofthecarwithherhandbagand

lockedit.Hewillcallonceheisdone.

MeanwhileChrisandHaydefoundaquietplace

withchairandsatdown.Silenceenvelopedthe

smallareaasthetwomasculinemalesfought

withtheirownthoughts.Theirwordsdyingin

thetipoftheirtongues.Moreawkwardsilence

passedbetweenthetwoandHaydenrubbedhis

head.Whyhelistenedtohiswife,hehadno

idea.



Christianwasthefirstonetobreachthrough

thesilence.

Christian:I'm ChristianDavis.

Haydenchuckled.Thiswasawkwardashell.He

hasn'tfeltthisnervouseeversincethetime

Masaslappedthehelloutofhim andinsulted

him.Shecouldbeafierylittlethingifshe

wantedtobe.

Hayden:HaydenSmith.

Christian:Nicetomeetyou.

Theyweirdlyshookhandsandquicklypulled

outofthehandshakebothshakingtheirheads.

Hayden:Thisfeelsslightly-

Christian:awkward.Iknow.



Haydenrubbedhisheadbeforesighing.

Hayden:Sohowdidyoufindaboutme.

Christian:SurprisinglyTheresamistakenlysaidI

wasyou.

Hayden:Wellwedolookalike.

Christianchuckled.

Christian:Thatwedo.AndIfolloweditupandI

wasquitemarveledthatIhadalookalike.Not

justadoppelgangerbutsomeonewhoisyour

exactcopy.Howdidyoucometoknow.

Hayden:Mymotherfinallytoldmywifethenshe

toldme.

Christiandidseethegoldmetalonhisring

finger.

Christian:Iwouldliketomeetthisparticular

womanwhoseparatedusatbirth,notthatmy

parentsarenotgoodpeople.Reallykind



heartedandgoodcivilians.

Haydenalmostsmiledsadly.Atleastoneof

them hadagoodchildhood.Hisfatherwas

goneandhismotherwasawholementalcase,

someonehewishedhecoulderasefrom the

faceoftheeart.

Hayden:Youwouldliketomeether?

Christian:Ithinkso.Notnowthough.It'stoo

earlyandit'salottotakein.

Haydensighedandleanedback.Hehada

brother,itwasabithardtobelieve.Nowonder

hehadtwins.Masahadbeencarryingtwins

beforeshelosttheotherone.Hedidn'texactly

makeanythingoutofitbutnowitmadesense.

Theonlysensiblepersonwhohadtheanswers

toeverythingwastheirbirthmother.

Thetwowentsilent,givingleewaytotheir

individualthoughts.Theyshouldn'trushthis,



everythingwasnewandthey'veonlyknown

aboutthisforaweek.Thatwashardlyenough

timeforonetowraptheirmindaroundthefact

thattheyhaveasiblingoutthere.

Atthemall

Masafoundherselfpickingoutclothesoffthe

rails.Shewasjustpassingbywhenacute

dressthatlookedlikeithadbeensolely

selectedforAverycaughthereye.Nowthirty

minuteslatershehadabasketfullofclothes

forthekids.Allfourofthem.Shecouldn'tbuy

clothesforthebabyinhertummyasofyet.She

wasn'tsureifitwasagirloraboyorifitwas

evenonechild.She'lldotheshoppingmaybe

whensheisinhersecondtrimester.

Shestoodbythetillasthecashierlookedather.



SherecognizedMasabutdidn'tshowit.She

wonderedhowshehandledthatFacebook

roast.Therehadbeennothingfrom herorher

husband.

Cashier:Shoppingbag?

Masa:Yesmam.Thankyou.

Thecashierlookedather.Shehadasoftvoice

andshelookedtired.Asofsomethingwas

weighingherdown.

Masapaidandtheladyhandedherthe

shoppingbag.

Masa:Thankyou.

Shewalkedoutanswalkedaroundthemall.

Lookingaloofbeforesheheadedbacktothe

car.



Tessaendedhershortwalkaroundthemall

andsatbytheoutsidechairsoftherestaurant

wherethehhadbrunch.Sheordereda

milkshakewhilewaitingforChris.

Halfanhourlatershesawhim withHayden.

Thetwomenjustsaidaquickwordtoeach

otherbeforeHaydenwalkedawayandcrossed

theroad.ChristianspottedTessaandsat

oppositeher.

Christian:Itwentbetterthanexpected.

Tessasmiledshewasglad.

Tessa:I'm happyforyou.Uhm youonceasked

mehowIknewHaydenright?

Christiannodded.

Tessa:Heregoesbutdon'tjudge..



Inthecar

Haydenclosedthedoorandbuckledup.

Hayden:Itwasokay.We'lltalkathomehmm..

ShenoddedyawningandHstartedthecar.

AtCane'shouse

Canefinallywalkedtothebedroom heusedto

sharewithhiswifeandhefoundherplaying

withJuni.Joylookedupbutdidn'tsayaword.

Cane:Wecantalk..

Joy:Letmeputhim tosleep.

Canenoddedandwalkedout.



AttheSmiths

ThecouplecheckedonArielleaftergivingthe

kidstheirclothes.

Hayden:Ican'tbelieveyoudidn'tbuyme

anything.

Masa:Ohcalm down.

Haydenshookhisheadastheywentquietto

checkuponasleepingArielle.

Hayden:Itwillallbefinewithtime.

Masa:Ihopeso.

Hayden:Iknowso.

.

.
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Atthegym

Haydenpunchedtheboxingbagacoupleof

times.Heneededtimeoutfrom hisfamilyand

toallowhimselftothink.Everythingwas

comingtogetherandtheywereamonthaway

from openingthenewhospital.Somethinghe

wasgratefulfor.Hisinvestorswerehappyand

wellhiswifehadbeenpartoftheteam withher

skillsinfinance.Allinonethatone.Thathouse

wasfullandhecouldn'tbelieveitwashiskids

makingitfull.Shehadtwinsagain ♀



Wellheblamedhisgenesforthat.Dealingwith

twocryingbabieswasannoyingashell.He

lovedthetwoboysbuttheycried.Alwayscrying

theirsmalllungsoutwhentheywereyounger

andthenHudsonwasjealousthathewasn'tthe

onlybabyinthehouse.Madam dragonlady

didn'tcare,shesaidhewillgetusedtoitjust

thewayhisoldersiblingsgotusedtohim being

present.Helaughedatthat.Masabathong!

Haydenstoppedandremovedtheboxing

gloves,placingthem inhisgym bag.Hewasn't

yetdonewithhisexercisesbuthehadanidea.

Hewipedthesweatwithhiswettowelbefore

wrappingitaroundhisneckandwalkingout

holdinghisbag.Theladiesatgym silently

watchingtheAdoniswalkout.Sofaryetso



neartheymused.

AttheSmiths

Masasmiledasshelookedatherafro.Shehad

letitgrowthepastfewmonthsandshewas

sureshewasn'tgoingtochemicallydamageit

byusingrelaxer.AmonthagowasArielle'svery

lastsession.Itwasthelaststepandthehwere

prayingthatshedoesn'trelapse.Theypaidlots

ofmoneyforherstem celltreatmentanditwas

notinthecountry.Anythingforhertogetbetter.

ThepastfewweekAriellewasbetterandthat

childlikeglowwasslowlycomingback.She

smiled.Thedooropenedabitandher15month

oldtwinscrawledinside.Howthehelldidthey

makeitupthestairs?



Masa:Bathong!

Theygiggledandheldthewallforstability

walkingtowardsher.

Masa:Whatdoyouguyswant?

Shegotupfrom thebedandwalkedtothem,

holdingtheirsmallhandsleadingthem outof

thebedroom.

Sheslowlywalkeddownthestairswiththem

andfoundSmithplayingvideogamesonthetv.

Masa:Didyoudoyourhomework?

SmithJr:yes.Allthreeofthem.

Masa:Youhaveanhour.

SmithJr:Ijuststartedplayingmom.

Masa:It'saschoolweekSmith.Youknowvery



wellwedon'tplayvideogamesonaschool

week.

SmithJrpressedthecontroller.It'snotlikehe

wasfailingatschooloranything.

Averymadeherwaytotheloungeandpicked

oneofthetwinspinchinghischubbycheeks.

Avery:Helloyou..

Thechildmovedhishandsoverherfaceand

shegrinned.

Avery:mom nexttimehaveagirl.

Masa'sjawdropped.Justlikethat?Wasthis

childbeingserious?Nexttimehaveagirl?

ThedooropenedandHaydenwalkedinsidethe

house.HefistbumpedwithSmithJr.



Hayden:Heychamp.Whenisyourmatchagain?

SmithJr:Saturday.

Hayden:Yourmom letyouplay?

SmithJr:moreorso..

Haydenkissedhiswifewhowasstilllookingat

Avery.HaydenstaredatAverywhowasholding

herbabybrotherinherarmswhiletheotherone

clungtoMasa'sleg.Thesesmallhumanbeings

weresoclingy.ThechildletgoofMasa'sleg

andwalkedtoHayden.Hewassweatyandhe

didn'twanttopickthechildup.

Hayden:What?

Masa:I-uh.Yourchildren.

Hayden:Whatdidshesay?

Masa:gatwenexttimeIshouldhaveagirl.

Averylaughed.



Avery:Mom Hudsonisaboy,Azrielisaboyand

Antonyisaboyaomama.

Hayden:Thisdoesnotinvolveme(pullingMasa

tohim)joinmeforaquickshower.

AverywalkedoutholdingAntonygivingher

parentsprivacy.Azrielfollowedlettinggoof

Hayden'sleg.

Hayden:Hmm..

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundherwaist,knowing

verywellhewassweatyandthatobviouslyshe

willjoinhim.

Masa:Smart.ReallysmartmoveSmith.

Masakissedhislipsandhepromptedherto

openhermouthforhim.



Hayden:Soaboutthatpoleyouoncetalked

about..

Masalaughed.

Masa:Osexaddictwenawaitse.

Hayden:YoumatchmypassionSunshine.So

thepole..

Masa:We'llsee.

Hayden:NgngIwanttoseeyouworkyourstuff

onthatpoleMrsSmith.Mypersonalstripper.

Masa:Mxm.

Theywalkedoutwithhisarmswrappedaround

her.

TheypassedArielleontheirwaytothe

bedroom.

Hayden:HelloPrincess.

Arielle:mom,dad...



Hudsonwaswalkingbehindhissisterandhe

lookedathisparents.

Hudson:mama..dad.

HaydenlookedatMasa.

Masa:What?

Hayden:Nothing...

Theybothclimbedthestairsandoncethey

weresafeinsidetheroom.Haydenlockedthe

doorandpinnedherbehindit.Hishungrylips

foundhersassheslippedherhands

underneathhisvest,feelinghishardmuscles

andplanes.

Hishandsslippedunderthedress.Thefactthat

shewearsmoredressesandskirtsnow,

makingiteasyforaquickiehereandthere.

Hayden:onjesitsewaitse..



Masalaughed.

Masa:Sebogalejangsejesosateng.

Haydenkissedheragainashepulleddownher

panties,feelinghershavedpussy.

Hayden:Kaboosashaver..

Masa:Why?

Hayden:Iwantedtodoit..

Masa:You'reweird.

Helaughedashemadeherwrapherlegs

aroundhistorsoandwalkedtothebathroom.

AtUniversityofBotswana

ChristianparkedhiscaroutsideTessa'sblock.

Shedidn'tevenknowhewascoming.Heknew

herhistoryandthatdidn'tswayhim.



MeanwhileTessapanickedinsideherroom.

Shewasonly21forcryingoutloudan-she

chokedonherowntears.

Herphonerangandshequicklywipedhertears.

Tessa:Hey..

Christian:Areyouokay?

Tessa:Yes.Juststressedaboutschool.

Sheknewhecameheresometimestovisithis

brother.Hewasn'tapermanentresidentofthe

country.

Christian:Whatareyoudoingnow?

Tessa:Studying..

Christian:Canyoucomeoutside.Isent

someonetobringsomething.

Tessa:Okay.



Shewipedhertearsandpattedhercheeks.She

woreherflipflopsandwalkedoutofthedorm

inshortsandacroptop.ShetalkedtoChrisas

shewalkeddownthestairs.

Onceshewasoutsideshepaused.Therewas

nothing.Shelookedaroundanddroppedher

phonespottingChristian.Hewalkedtowards

herandshebentdowntopickherphoneup.

Whydidn'thetellherhewashere?

AtCane'soffice

CanelookedatMasa'sphotoswithArielleand

therestofherchildrenwithhisnephew.So

maybeheoncethoughtshewastooyoung.

Maybehewasneverwasreadyandwatched



hergo.

Helookedatthecalendar.Hisdivorcedatewas

fastapproachingandtheytried.Theydidtryto

workitoutbutitdidn'twork.Themarriagewas

over.

.

.

*

*
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AtUniversityofBotswana



ChristianheldTessainhisarmsasshesobbed.

Hehadnoideawhyshewascrying.

Christian:What'swrong?

Shejustshookherheadsobbingonhischest.

Christiansighedandrubbedherbacktillher

sobsdieddown.

Christian:Tess?

Tessabrokefrom hisembraceandwipedher

tears.Shestillhadalottoaccomplishandshe

lookedatChristian.Hewouldbeshattered.She

doesn'twanttohurthim.Shewouldneverhurt

him,shefoundherselfwhenshewaswithhim

andhetookherforwhoandwhatshewas.Oh

God!Throughhim shefoundoutthatshedidn't

actuallyloveHayden.Itwasaninfatuationthat

ledtoanobsessionthatshedeservedhim

becauseshehadtheheartofthewomanhe

onceloved.



NowChris.Asweirdasitwas,shesawhim for

him.Shedidn'tseeHaydenbutjusthim.

ChristianDavis.

Christian:Tesstalktome..

Hepulledhertohim andliftedherchinup,

lookingintohereyes.

Tessa:I-I..thisishard.

Christian:Tess?

Tessa:I'm pregnant..

Christianblinkedseveraltimesbeforelooking

atTessawhowasnowpale.

Christian:Sayitagain..

Tessa:I'm pregnant.

ThenewswhippedthroughChristianlikeacold



wind.Hewasn'texpectingthat.Notatall.

Tessa'stearsgatheredinhereyes,hewasn't

happyatall.

Shetookastepbackfrom hisembraceasshe

usedherhandstowipehertears.Christian

pulledherbackintohisembraceandshe

succumbedtohistouch.

Christian:Howdoyoufeelaboutit?

Tessalookedathim withtremblinglips.

Tessa:Idon'tknow.I'm stillastudent,Ihave

threeyearslefttofinishschool.I-kidsweren't

partofmyimmediatefuture.

Christiannoddedstillholdingherinhissteady

arms.

Christian:Whendidyoufindout?

Tessa:Lastnightbu-

Christian:Tess?



Tessa:hmm?

Christian:Whydoyoufearhavingkidsthismuch?

Tessa:Idon'tlikekids.

Christian:Thereismoretoitthanthatcupcake..

Tessa:YouknowIhadaheartproblem right?

Henodded.

Tessa:Whatifmykidsinherititandsufferfor

somethingIcould'vepreventedthem from.Why

wouldIbringachildintheworldforthem to

sufferthesamefateIhad.Ialmostdied9years

ago.Iwitheredintonothingandsawhowit

silentlykilledmyparentsthattheyhadtoresort

totheillestofcrimestosavemylife,Idon't

wanttobindachildIbirthedtothatsamefate.

GeneticsplayavitalroleandIdon'twantto

passitontomychild...

Christiannodded,heknewgeneticssowellbut

itseemedasthislittlemisshadatendecyof



forgettinghisoccupationandsawherselfas

theonlydoctor

Christianhadtoagreethatshehadagood

point.Asplendidonebutwoulditkillhertobe

optimistic?

Christian:Wouldhavinghopeandfaithbethat

bad?

Tessa:Sciencehasaveryfunnywayofmaking

thatfeelasitdoesn'texist.

Christian:Butwhileyouwereillyouhadfaith,

youbelievedyou'llbebetteroneday.Didyou

not?

Thattookherback.Shehadbeensooptimistic

aboutlifethatthenowherwasaweak

comparisontoheryoungestversion.Christian

sawthatflickerinhereyes.

Christian:Achance.Aleapoffaith?



Tessathoughtforafewsecondsbeforehe

spoke.

Christian:Justthisonce(kissingher

forehead)andmoretherapy.

Tessa:Idon'twanttherapy.

Christian:Thentalktome..darebelievemethat

we'llbefine.Ihaveadecentjob,Icanpayyour

tuitionincaseyoufailamodule.

Tessamanagedtolaughsoftly.

Tessa:Beingasurgeonisadecentjob?

Christian:Yetyouthinkyou'retheonlydoctor.In

factyou'reyettogetyourmedicaldegree.

Tessa:Myprivatetutor.

Christianlaughedkissingher.

Christian:Averyprivateonecupcake.



Shelaughedintohismouth.Shouldshedare

dream andbelievethatshefoundherforever

andalways?

AttheSmiths

Masawaslazilylayingonthecouchwithher

babiesclimbingthecouchtojoinherinher

relaxedstate.Theoldersiblingswereasleep,

theyhadschooltomorrowandshehadtoput

Azriel,AntonyandHudsontosleep.Tomorrow

washerfirstdaybacktoworkaftertwoyears.

Shehaddedicatedherselffullytomakingsure

theirdaughter'shealthwaswhatshefocused

on,beingahousewifewasalsonicesometimes.

Knowingthatayearago,Haydenstartedtogo

backtotheofficeandwaitingforhim tocome

homewasalsonice.Hearingwhathappenedat

theofficeandalsoeveryonetellingherabout



whatmadetheirdaysinteresting.Home

schoolingAriellewasnicetoo,they'lllethergo

backtoschoolnextterm.Soshewasgoingto

bestuckherewithheryoungersiblingsandthe

nanny.Herhouseholdwasreallyniceifshehad

toadmitthat.

ThenthereisChristian.Hehadbeenthebest

thingtohappeninherhusband'slife,Hayden

waslessangryinregardstohismother.She

stillhopedherpersonallygotoLetty'shouse

andforgiveher.Lifewasreallytooshortforone

toholdontoangerynomatterhowjustifiedit

was.Therapydidthem awholelotofgoodand

theywerttheirhappiest,notlettingAri's

sicknessdampertheloveinthefamily,they

appreciatedeachothermoreandtheirunity

wasastounding.Herfamilywasokay.



Tessa?Wellshewasokay,shedidn'tholdany

grudgesagainstherandifshewashappywith

Christianthenitwasokay.Everyonedeserveda

sliceofhappiness.Lifewasallaboutbeing

happyandlivingittoyourbest.EvenLetty

deservedhappiness.Sheshouldbringitupwith

Hayden.Lettheoldladymeethergrandkids.

HertrainofthoughtswasdisturbedbyHayden

whocameandkissedher.

Masa:Ohhey..

Hayden:Weshouldputthesethreetosleep.

Masa:Wereallyhavesixchildren?Halfadozen?

Hayden:Bestbelieveit.Wantmore?

Masa:Uhno.DoIlooklikeIwanttobeinthat

room againpushingyourchildrenout?Nosir.

Haydenlaughedshakinghishead.



Anhourlaterthehousewasentirelysilentand

sheleanedagainsthim.

Masa:Ilovey-you(yawning)

Hayden:SodoI.Let'sgetyoutobed.

Masa:You'realmostthirty.

Haydenlaughed.

Hayden:29wifey.

Masa:Stillold.

Haydenrolledhiseyes.

Hayden:Soletmeshowyouwhatthisoldman

canstilldotoyou..

Hepickedherupandshegiggledashewalked

upstairstotheirbedroom.

AtLetty'shouse



ShewasgratefulforMasa'ssmallhelphereand

there.Shesentmoneyjustsothatshecaneat

andbeokay.ShelastsawHaydenwhenhehad

cometointroducehistwinbrother.Shewas

hopingthattheanimositybetweenherandher

sonhaddieddown.Shehadn'texpected

Christiantovisitherwheneverhewasintown.

Itwassweetandshelearnttoappreciate

everythinglifegaveher.

Asmallsmilegracedherlipsandshelaiddown

onthebed.Everywakingdayshewasgrateful

sinceonecanneverbesurewhentheyare

goingtotaketheirlastbreath.

AtJoy'snewhouse



Joylookedattheringonthedresser.Her

insecuritieshadbroughthermarriagetoits

kneesbutshewasn'tgoingtocryoverspiltmilk.

Shewasgoingtodobetterinhernext

relationship.Shelearntvaluablelessonsand

wasokay.Shewasn'tevencontestinghis

wealthoranything.

AtBlair'splace

BlairwatchedMasedisleeppeacefully.Shewas

fournowandwasherhappiness.Eventhough

thefatherwasanass,shewasgratefulforthis

smallgiftandthesupportshegotfrom her

brotherandhernephewmeanttheworldeven

thougheachhadhisownfamily.Thepartythey

hadarrangedforafamilywasgoingtobefun.

Obviouslybecauseshewastheorganiser.She

wasfastapproachingherforties,onlythree



yearsshyfrom thebigforty.Shechuckled.How

fasttimeflew.

AtMatilda'splace

Shegrinnedsendingthesmsback.Wasthisit?

Unlikeherbestfriend,shehadbeenluckywhen

itcametolovealwaysbeingtooheadstrongor

justtoomuchasherexesalwaysputit.The

timewasslowlytickingandhonestlythis

departmentofknowingyourworthwaslonely

ashell,sometimesshedidn'twanttobestrong

allthetimethoughsheknewherfriendwas

therebutamalecompanionwasoftenbetter

company.Shesighedandsentanothertext.A

goodnighttextbeforesheturnedtoherside

andclosedhereyes.

Attheguesthouse



TessalaidinChristian'sarms.Theprospectof

beingamotherwasdauntingbutshedidn't

doubtChristianatall.Herheadshotupcausing

Christiantolookather.

Christian:What'swrong?

Tessa:Myparentsaregoingtomurderme.

Christian:Shit!

Tessa:HowwillItellthem?Yoh,yoh.

.

.

*

*
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Attheoffice

Thefollowingmorning

HaydenbriefedLunaabouthisscheduleinthe

nextmonth.

Luna:WellIthinkIcanmanagetomakethe

bookingandeverything.

Hayden:Thankyou.

Lunanoddedandstoodupholdingher

notebook.Heshouldgiveheraraiseforher

hardwork.

Hiseyesmovedtohislaptopandhetyped



away.Ithadevenslippedhismindthathiswife

wasbacktowork,hehadbeenusedtonot

seeingherfaceintheofficebutonlyathome.

ThedooropenedandMasastuckherheadin

withacutesmile.

Masa:IhopeI'm notdisturbing.

Hayden'seyesranoverheroutfit.Okaysohe

leftabittooearlywhileshewasintheshower

butshedidn'thavetoolookthissexy.

Hayden:Notatall.Comein.

Wellhehadbeenexpectinghertocomewith

foodorsomethingbutshewalkedinside

holdingafile.

Masa:Iwentthrou-

Shelookedathim.



Masa:MrSmith?

Hayden:MrsSmith.

Shetookaseatandopenedthefile.She

showedittohim.

Masa:This...

Hayden:What?

Shestooduppushingbacktheglassesand

stoodnexttohim.

Herfingerrandownthefiguresashersoft

scentinvadedhissense.Hewasn'teven

listening.Whatwasshewearingunderthat

tightredskirt?Hemovedhishandwiththe

hopetotouchherassbutsheswattedhishand.

Masa:I'm serioushere.Thereisaproblem..

Hayden:Canyousortitout?



Masa:Wellyes,Iwantedtorunitpastyou.

Hayden:Nowit'ssolved.Comehere.

Hepulledhertohim andshelandedonhislap.

Haydengrinnedandkissedherneck.

Masa:We'reintheoffice.

Hayden:Evenbetter(laughing)

Attheguesthouse

Christianfinallygotup.Whowould'vethought

hisimpulsivetriptoBotswanatwoyearsago

would'veresultedinthis?Thegodsweresurely

withhim andmaybehewillaskhisbrother

abouttheprotocoltheyfollowwhenyou've

impregnatedsomeone.Atthepartythatwas

beingtakingplacethisweekend.Hemightbring

Tessaalongifshedoeswishtocome.



Hisphonerangandheanswered.

Tessa:OkaybigguyIwasscoldedforawhole

hourbeingtoldaboutmebeingschoolsmart

andbeinganidiotoutofschool(laughing)long

storyshort,theyacceptedit.

Christian:Theyhadnochoice.

Tessa:Mxm!I'm comingoveraftermylessons.

Plussinceyou'rehere,thereisthisparticular

modulethatisgivingmyproblems.

Christian:I'm anononsensetutorcupcake.

Tessa:Okaydaddysir.Bye!

Shehungupandheshookhisheadwithasmall

smileonhislips.

Asthedayspassedthedayofthebigpartyhad



finallyarrived.Haydenhadmetupwithhis

brotherafewdaysagoandheaskedaboutthe

protocolandallthat.Hewasgenuinelyhappyto

help.Destinywasworkinginmysteriousways,

TessahadneverbeenhisbutwasChristian's.

Hesmiled.Ifeveryonewashappyhewashappy.

Christian:IthinkIhavetogogetreadyforthe

party.

Hayden:Don'tbelate,youknowhowBlairgets.

Christian:She'satyrant.

Hayden:Don'tletherhearyousaythat.

TheyfistbumpedandChristianwalkedaway.

Haydenwasdeepinthoughtforliketen

minutesorsobeforehestoodupandmadehis

waytothecar.Hehadtobesomewherebefore

hewenthome.Masawasprobablygettingall



sixkidsready.Helaughed.Howshemanaged

allofthem wassomewhatmysterious.He

couldn'tbabysitallsixofthem withoutthe

youngeronesbreakingstuffinthehouseand

theoldersiblingsfightingoverwhohasto

watchwhichshowontv.Hewasabad

babysitterbutMasamadehim babysitalone

anyway.

AtReginah'soldhouse

Haydenunlockedthedoorandasadsmile

gracedhislips.

Hewalkedinsideasthememoriessilently

playedinhishead.Surprisinglyhewasatpeace

withwhathappened.Maybefatehadother

plans.ThesedaysMasahadhim believingin

fateandmaybeReginahwasn'thisfateorthe

ForeverandAlwayshehadalwaysthoughtshe



was.Hehadbeenhappywithherandhewasat

hishappiestwithMasa,whohadappeared

whilehewaswithReginahbuthenevertook

notice.

Hesighed.

Hayden:SugarIloveyoubutIguessthechapter

closedtenyearsago.Thankyouforthetwins

andtheyarewelltakenof,everythingisfalling

intoplace.Restineternalpeacesugarandfor

thatnudgeintherightdirection.Iwould'velost

Masaandmyselfintheprocess.(smiling)

Heclosedthedoorandlockedthehouse,

feelingalightbreezewrapitselfaroundhim.

Fate.

Heglancedattheneighbourandheclosedhis



eyes.Hewasdoingthis.

Hewalkedtohismother'shouseandknocked

onthegate.Thegateopenedandhestepped

inside.Hewalkedtothedoorandknocked.His

motheropenedthedoor.Shewasstunnedfora

fewsecondsbeforemovingawaytoallow

Haydentopassthrough.

Hayden:Iwon'tbelong.

Shenoddedandclosedthedoor.

.

.

*
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AtLetty'splace

Haydensatdownandlookedathismother.It

hadbeentenyears,livingwiththeangerand

wasn'titperhapstimetoletitallgo.Allofitso

thathecanbetrulyhappy.

LettysatdownandlookedatHayden.Waiting

tohearwhatvenom hewillspitonher.Shewas

usedtoitalreadyanditwassomethingshewas

sureheenjoyeddoing.

Hayden:Iforgiveyou.

Sheblinkedseveraltimes.Shehadnot



expectedtohearthosewords.Notinthis

lifetime.

Hayden:Formyownsake.SoIcanbeatpeace

withmyself.Iforgiveyou.

Letty:Thankyou.Itmeanssomu-muchcoming

from you.

Haydennodded.Heprecededtostandupand

walktothedoor.Heheldthedoorknobwhen

heturned.

Hayden:Thereisafamilyparty.It'suptoyouto

showupornotlatertoday.

Lettynodded.Hewasn'ttellingherallthe

detailsofthesocalledpartybutthegesture

meantalot.

Letty:Thankyou.

Haydennoddedandwalkedoutofthehouse.

Hischestsuddenlyfeltmuchmorelighter,likea

weighthadbeenlifted.Hestaredupatthesky,



thesunshiningbrightasever.

AttheSmiths

TwentyminuteslaterHaydenopenedthedoor

ashisoldestsatonthecouch.Theyfist

bumped.

Hayden:Everyoneisdone?

SmithJr:mamaiswiththetwinsandHudson.

Hayden:Alright.

Hemadehiswayupstairstotheirbedroom for

aquickshower.

BythetimehewasdoneMasawaslayingon

thebed.

Hayden:Exhausted.



Masa:Ineedashower.

Hayden:IwishIcanjoinyoubut(shrugging)

Masa:Helpmeup.

Hayden:No.

Sherolledhereyesasshewatchedhim wear

hiscalvinKleinbriefs.Shehadhim fora

husband?Shewasoneluckyperson.She

grinned.Oh!Whatshewouldn'tdoforthat

gorgeouslookingmaninallhishadexterior.

Shegotoffthebedandwalkedtothebathroom.

Shehadagoodfeelingabouttheparty.

Hayden:Masa?

Masa:Yesbabe?

Hayden:Iinvitedmymothertotheparty.

Masapausedinthebathroom.

Masa:Youspoke?



Hayden:Yes.

Shegotouthalfnakedandhuggedhim.

Masa:Howdoyoufeel?

Hayden:Lighter.

Masa:Forgivenessdoesthat.I'm proudof

you...(kissinghislipssoftly)

Hayden:Iknowyouhavehernumber,youcan

tellherthevenue..

Masa:MaybeI'llpickherup.Thisisahugestep,

youhavenoideahowproudIam.

Shekissedhim onceagainbeforesheletgo

andrantothebathroom.

Masa:Letmeshowerandwe'lltalk.

AtTessa'sparents



TessawaitedforChristocomepickherup.Her

parentsgaveherweirdlooks.Theystillcouldn't

believeshewaspregnantandTessawas

gettingusedtothefact.Shewillbehappy.She

toldherselfoverandoveragain.Whenthedoor

knocksounded,itcameasareliefandshe

quicklyrushedtogoopenthedoor.Christian

stoodinfrontofherinallhisbeauty.Allclean

andshaveninblacktrousersandablacksilk

shirt.Hekissedhercheek.

Christian:Heyyou.

Hehadcomebearinggiftsforherparents.To

softenthem up?Maybebutsheopenedthe

doorandhewalkedinside.

Christian:MrandMrsMogorosi

Hehadahardtimepronouncinghersurname

andtheyunderstood.Heplacedthebottleof



wine,theflowersandchocolatesdownonthe

tableasheshookTessa'sfather'shandand

gavehermotherachastekissonthecheek.

RaTessatoldhim tositdownandtheyliterally

chasedTessaoutoftheroom.

Minuteslaterherfatherwasroaringwith

laughter.Allwaswell.Shesmiledaloneasshe

cametointerruptthemoment.

Tessa:Mom,dadwehavetogo.

RaTessa:BringherbackhomeDavis.

Christian:Ofcoursesir.

Tessa:Iloveyouguys.Bye.

Christian:Goodnight.

HetookTessa'shandandtheywalkedout.He



kissedher.

Christian:Iloveyou.

Tessa:Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself.Weshould

getgoing..

Christian:DidItellyouhowgorgeousyoulook?

Tessa:ThankyouMrDavis.

Christiansmiled.HissoontobeMrsDavis..that

soundedaboutright.

TheSmithsleftintocars.Haydenwasriding

withtheboyswhileMasawaswiththegirls.

Masa:Wellbeforeweheadtotheparty,wehave

topickupsomeone.

Avery:Alright.Wewon'tbelongakere?

Masa:Nope.

ShedrovetoLetty'shouseandpressedthe



buttons.Thegateopenedandshewalkedto

thecaranddroveinsidetheyard.Thegaye

closedagain.

Masa:Youguysremaininthecar,I'llbeback.

Shewalkedoutandknockedonthedoor.Letty

openedthedoorandwassurprisedtosee

Masa.

Masa:Heyhey,Icametopickyouup.

Shetookagoodlookatherdaughterinlaw

whowasinasimplewhitedresswhichhada

slitthatwouldhaveanyhotbloodedmale

seeingred.Herlegsweregorgeoustoo.

Masa:Ladyyou'renotdressed?

LettylaughedasMasagotinsidethehouse.

Letty:Iwa-wasunsureaboutit.



Masa:Resurenow.Lookforaniceoutfit.I'm

surewecanwaitforlike20minutes.

Letty:We?

Masa:I'm withthegirls.Theyareinthecar.

Letty'sheartskippedabeat.Shewasgoingto

meethergrandchildren.Atlast.Shewas

eternallygrateful.Sherushedtoherroom and

wentthroughheroldclotheslookingforanice

dressamongtheonessheusedtobuywhen

shewasswimminginmoney.Shehopedshe

hadn'tsoldallofherdresses.Shefoundalong

sleevedgreenoneandshetriediton.Itseemed

fine.Shepaireditwithpumpsandshelooked

aroundforamatchingheadscarf.Shefound

oneandwrappeditaroundherhead.Shewas

okay.

ShewalkedoutandMasawasonherphone.



Letty:Done.

Masalookedatherandasmilegracedherpink

lips.

Masa:Thisisactuallynice.Greenlooksgoodon

youoldlady.

Letty:OtlaswabaMasa(laughing)

Masa:Weshouldgetgoing.

TheywalkedoutandLettylockedthedoor.

Masatoldhertotakethefrontseatandshegot

inthedriver'sseat.

Masa:mybabies?

Both:Yes?

Masa:Thisisuhm..auntyLetty..

ShefeltlikeitwasHayden'splacetotellthe

kidsthatLettywastheirgrandmothernother.

Masa:LettymeetArielleandAvery.



Avery:Hii..

Arielle:Hello..

Letty:Hi.Nicetomeetyouyoungladies.

Avery:mamayouhear?We'reyoungladies.

Masa:Orebolaisitsemothoyohyoh.

Avery:I'm aladymom.

Masa:okayLadyAvery..

Masa'sphonerangandsheanswered.

Masa:Hello.

Letso:Hey,Masadidyoureceivemyinvitation?

Masa:OfcourseIdid.We'llbethereand

congratulationsonyourweddingsweetheart.

Letso:Thankyousomuch.Thankyou.

Masa:welcome.Youdeserveasliceof

happinessLetso.



Letsodidn'tknowwhattosay.Shewasactually

genuinelyhappyforher.

Masa:I'vegottogo,I'm drivingokay?We'lltalk.

Letsosaidhergoodbyesandhungup.Masa

startedthecar.

Atthevenue

Masaarrivedalmostanhourlaterandthere

wasquiteanumberofcarsthere.Thegirlsgot

outfirstandMasalookedatLetty.

Masa:Weshouldgetoutnow.

TheysteppedoutafterMasafixedhermakeup

andthecoolbreezethreatenedtoliftMasa's



whiteskirt.

Masa:Bathong!WillyoubeokayorshouldI

introduceyoutothepeople?

Letty:It'sokay.You'vedonesomuch.Thankyou.

Masahuggedher.

Masa:Don'tmindthem okay?Haydeninvited

you.You'refamilyma.

TheDJwasonthedecksplayingsomesoft

musicasMasasoughtoutafterHayden.This

wasrefreshing.Blairoutdidherself.Itwas

stellar.Masapassedherparentsandshe

huggedthem bothandcontinuedinherquestto

lookforHayden.ShecrossedpathswithTessa.

Tessa:Hi..

Masa:Hey.Youlookgoodbytheway.

Tessa:Thankyou.Iliketheskirt.



Masagrinned.

Masa:Thanks,I'm inabitifarushokay?

TessanoddedandwatchedMasawalkaway.

Shewaskind.Shedidn'tknowwhathadbeen

hervendettaagainstMasa.Wellallwaswater

underthebridgenowsowhatmatteredwasthe

future.

MasafinallyfoundHaydenandshewrapped

herarmsaroundhim.

Hewasholdingabottleofbeer.

Hayden:Heysweetheart.Allwentwell?

Masa:Yeah.

Hekissedherlipswithalcoholtintedlips.

Masa:Okay.TheDJneedstouphisgamewe-



ShepausedwhenBlaircaughteveryone's

attention

Blair:Hello..welcometothefamilypart

organisedbymwah..it'sapartybutthenbefore

wegetstartedIwouldlikeustoacknowledge

theoneswelostinthepastyears,wishtheir

soulswell.Justforaminute.

Silencefilledtheareaastheyclosedtheireyes.

AfteraminuteelapsedBlairsmiled.Inemore

thing.Wehavefireworksinplace.Afterallwe

areunity.Unitedwestandanddividedwefall,

letthisbewherethebrokenrelationshipsare

mended.Weareoneandfamilyisthemost

importantthing.Wehavebeenthroughalotthe

pastfewyearsbutthereisalsolightattheend

ofthetunnel.

Manyagreedandnodded.TheDjplayedUnity



byAlanxWalkerandSapphire.

Everyonelookeduptheskyasthefireworks

started.Afreshbeginning.Everyonehasbeen

throughalot.Thelyricssaidalot.Theyare

unity.Theywerefamily.MasaheldHayden's

handasAriellefoundherwaytohermotherand

heldherotherhand.Theybeatcancerandtheh

werehere,standing.

Oncethesongended,thefireworksstopped

andtheyclappedtheirhands.

Blair:Thepartyandminglingcanbegin.Thereis

plentyoffoodforeveryone.Enjoy.

PeopelcheeredandHaydenkissedMasa's

cheeksbeforegoingaway.Peoplemingledand

Ariellelefthersidetojoinhersiblings.Aglass



ofwinewon'tkillheratall.Tothem Tilywas

familybutshecouldn'tmakeit,shehadother

commitments.Shewalkedtothetableand

openedthewinebottle,grabbingthemearest

glassandpouringwineinside.Shetookasip

andclosedhereyesastheDjplayed

SummeryomuthibyBlaqDiamond.Shebopped

herheadbackandforth.

Masa:"Angaz'minangzoyithinlendaba."(singing

along)

Tessainteractedwitheveryoneandtheyall

seemedtobenice.Shesmiled.Theplaylistwas

onandshehadbeenwaitingforonepersonto

dareopenthedancefloorfortheiroutdoorparty.

Masawantedtodancebutnoonehadopened

thedancefloor.



Sheplacedherwineglassdownandlooked

around.TheDjshouldchangethesongand

maybeshewillgrowsomeballstodance.

HaydenglancedinMasa'sdirection.Shewas

itching.Hecouldseethat.Let'sseehowlong

herresolvelasts.FinallytheDJchangedthe

songandplayedDjKuchi&Han-C'sRejection.

MasawalkedtoHaydenasshepickedherwine

glass.

You'resoirresistible.Youmakemenervous

IpretendthatI'm notstaringbutI'm actually

staring.

ThemoreIhidemyfeelings,themoreIfallfor

you.

ThemoreIdenyit,themoreIfallinlovewith

you.



ButI'm afraidofrejection,I'm afraidofrejection.

Ketshabagothula,ketshabagothulamabota.

Ketshabagothula,ketshabagothula

mabota.

Atthesametimeeveryoneshoutedthelyricsto

thisveryfamoussong.

Everyone: Nkarekamorekga!kga!

Tladimothwana!Nkarekamorekga!Kga!

Tladimothwana!

TheylaughedsingingalongasMasakissed

Hayden.Sherememberedthattimeshehada

hugecrushonhim.Ithadbeensochildishback

thenbutnowtheyweremarried.

Masagavehim herwineglass.Thesongswere



onpoint,shehadtodance.Shejusthadto.

Wellluckilyshewasn'talonedancingas

Jerusalem byMasterKgandNomceboplayed.

Outofthebluetheyweredancinginoneaccord.

Somerelativestookouttheircamerastotake

videosandpictures.Canewatchedinthe

background.Masawashappywithwhatshe

had,heshouldn'truinthatregardlessofthefact

thatthingswentsouronhispart.

Masaheldtheskirtassheturnedaround

laughing.XolaMoyawamifollowedandshe

smiled.Shefeltarmswraparoundherand

smiledleaningintohishardchest.

TessalaughedatChristian.Herpoormandidn't



understandawordofthatsong.

Tessaplacedherhandsonhisshirt.

Tessa:WellIgotusedtomyAfricanroots,itwill

taketimelove.

Christian:I'm lost.

Tessa:Justdancebabe..

Shesaidasshekissedhischeekssoftly

laughing.

AndhowcouldtheDjhaveaplaylistwithout

anyofMakhadzi'ssongs?TheDjplayed

Murahuassomepeopleputtheirprideaside

anddancedtothesong.

Masa:OhGod!(laughing)

Haydenshookhishead.



Thesongswentonandonwhilesomepeople

satdowntoeatincludingthecouples.Theyhad

putthekidstobed.Thelittleonesweretired

andtheyneededtorest.Nowitwasanalladult

party.

Pink'sRaiseYourGlassplayedandtheyall

raisedtheirglasses.Thosethrowbacksplaying

slowly,takingsomeofthem downmemorylane.

Thegoodol'days.MasagrinnedatHaydenas

hebroughttheforktoherlips.Theatmosphere

hadcalmeddownanditwaslatebutthenight

wasyoung.

Hayden:Yourfavouritesongisplaying.

Masa:Ohgosh..I'm waitingforthepartIknow.

Hayden:WhenIracedforfunyouwouldsingit

formeinthecar.Likealittlecheerleader.My

biggestcheerleader.HopingIwin(laughing)



Masa:Istillam babyboy.

Hekissedherhandandsheflushed.

Masa: I'm yourbiggestfan,I'llfollowyouuntil

youlovemepapa-paparazzi

Babythereisnoothersuperstar,youknowthat

I'llbeyourpapa-paparazzi

PromiseI'llbekindbutIwon'tstopuntilthat

boyismine

Shelookedintohiseyeswhilesingingthatpart.

AttheothersideTessaandChrisgotlostin

conversation.Christianwatchedherblabber

away.Hewaswaitingfortherightmoment

beforehedidthethingsthatneededtobedone.

Dj:Thesetwosongsareforthecouples,toslow



danceorgazeintoeachother'seyes.

ThepeoplelaughedasheplayedJessieWare's

SayYouLoveMe.

Thecouplessawitfittoslowdancetothe

songs.

Sayyouloveme,tomyface

I'm needingmore,thayourembrace

Justsayyouwant,that'sallittakes

Heart'sgettingtornfrom yourmistakes

CauseIdon'twannafallinlove,ifyojdon'twant

totryit



Tessaplacedherheadonhisshoulderasthey

slowdance.Thereweremorethanfivecouples

dancingincludingMasaandHayden.Thosetwo

sharedintinatekissesandjokesinbetween

whilegazingintoeachother'seyes.

Asthesongreachedit'spinnacle,Chrisletgoof

Tessawhowassurprised.Hewentononeknee

asthesongcontinuedtoplayandtearsblurred

hereyes.Shecoveredhermouthasheopened

ablackboxthatcontainedawhitegold

diamondring.

Everyonestoppeddancingandtheirattention

shiftedtothecouple.

Christian:Theresa,I'veknownyouforliketwo

yearsandhonestlymyheartisgettingimpatient.

Iwanttowakeupbyyoursideeveryday,Iwant

tobetheonetocalm yourfears,tocelebrate



yoursuccesswithyou.I'm notgoodwithwords

butIloveyouTheresa.Witheveryfibreofmy

beingTheresa.Iwanttobethefatherofyour

kids,yourbiggestsupporter,yourpartner,your

friend.

Atthispoint,thetearsfellattheirownfreewill.

Christian:WhenI'm aroundyou,I'm alive.I'm at

yourfeetaskingforyourhandinmarriage.So

thatIcanspendeverywakingdayshowering

youwiththeloveyouneed.Lovecontrols

everythingsowillyoudomethehonoursof

beingmyDrDavis?

Tessawaspaleassheextendedherslender

hand.Itwasshaking.Sheneverexpectedthis.

Heslidtheringontoherfinger,thecoolmetal

beingforeignandtheweightoftheringwas

unfamiliartoo.



Peopleclappedtheirhandsashegotupand

huggedtheloveofhislove.Hisforeverand

always.

Hewhisperedinherear.

Christian:TilldeathdoesusapartDrTheresa

Davis.

Shenoddedholdingontohim tightly.

TheDjplayedChristinaPerri'sAThousand

Years.

Thenewlyengagedcoupleheldontoeachother.

Thiswasbeautiful.

Hayden:Intheendloveconquersall.

Masa:Yesitdoes.



Heheldherfrom behindwhiledancingalongto

theslowromanticsong.

Athousandyearsandbeyond.Foreverand

always.

.

.

*
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AtFrancistownInternationalAirport



SmithJrremovedhisheadphonesashe

answeredhisphone.

Smith:Hello..

Avery:Whereareyou?

SmithJr:Chile.Calm down.Justlanded.Isthe

dragonladyhome?

Avery:Sheisaskingmewhyyourflightwas

delayedandish.

SmithJr:Ariokae?(whereisAri)

Avery:Pretendingtosleepsoshedoesn't

answertodragonlady.

SmithJr:Whereisshe?

Avery:Uhodule.(sheisout)shepassedbywhile

onherlunchbreak.

SmithJr:I'm goingtodad'soffice.

Avery:Okay.Anyparticularreasonwhysheisin



amood.

Avery:Betweenmeandyou,Ithinkwehavea

siblingontheway.

SmithJrshuddered.

SmithJr:Tshek!Don'tmakemethinkofour

parentsuhm..

Averylaughed..

Avery:whateverdude.Bye!

Heshookhisheadasheputhisheadphoneson.

Hisdad'sofficefirst.

AtHayden'sOffice

Haydenlookedatallthepapersonhisdeskand

hewaslazytofinishitallup.SmithJrjustsaid

hisflightwasdelayedbutdidn'ttellthem when



heislanding.Knowinghismothershewas

worried.Shestilltreatshim likeababyandhe

hatesthatbuttoleratesitbecauseit'shis

mother.

Hisofficedooropenedandinwalkedhis

photocopy.

SmithJrthrewhimselfonthecouchand

grinned.

SmithJr:Pops.

Hayden:Finally.HowwastheUS?

SmithJr:RemindmeagainwhyIgotoschool?

Haydenlaughedashestooduptofistbump

withhim.

Hayden:Totakeoverallofthisoneday.

Helaughed.

Smithjr:SocanIborrowyourcar?



Haydenthrewhim thekeys.

Hayden:Wereyouathome?

SmithJr:Ijustarrived.IknowIdidn'ttellanyone

butthefieryladywillunderstandakere?

Hayden:Yeah...

SmithJr:You'llfindmeathomeonceyouknock

off.

Hayden:Andmycar?

SmithJr:Relax.Itwillbeathome.Youcancall

mom topickyouup(laughing)

Hewalkedoutholdingthecarkeyswhile

Haydenshookhishead.

HaydendialedMasa'snumber.

Masa:Hello?



Hayden:Babewhereareyou?

Masa:ShoppingakereI'm onalunchbreak.

Hayden:We'llgobackhomeinthesamecar.

Masa:Whathappenedtoyours?

Hayden:repairmentssweetheart.

Masathoughtaboutit.

Masa:Okay.

Hayden:Whileshoppingbuysomethingsexy.

Masa:Willthatsomethingsexyfitaftertwo

months?

Hayden:Justbuyit..

Masa:Fineyousexstarvedbeast.

Hayden:Yourmoods.

Masafacepalmed.

Masa:Whatareyougonnadoaboutit?



Hayden:Getyourlittleasshereandyou'llsee.

Masaflushedandhungupwithoutaword.

SheglancedatTessawhowasalreadybythe

till.

OfcourseAverywasonbabysittingduty.She

wasagoodcousinandoldersister.

Tessa:Oheditse?(areyoudone)

Masa:Almost.

TessalookedatMasaagainbeforesheshrunk

hereyes.

Tessa:ohGod!

Masa:Skamphaphela!(don'tbetooforward)

Tessa:Nowonder.

Masa:TlagaobowakataxiTessa!(You'llgo

backwithataxi)



Tessalaughed.

Tessa:Emptythreats..

Masashookherhead,asshepaidforthe

clothes.

TessalookedatMasaagainandlaughed.

Tessa:Iwasaskingmyselfquestionskana

waitse.

MasagaveheradeathglareandTessalaughed.

Tessa:Somostprobablyyou'reuhm-

Theshoppingbagalmosthitherfaceandshe

duckeditandranforwardholdingherown

shoppingbag.

Tessa:Odimoodgore(you'resomoody)

Masarolledhereyesasshecalmlycollected

herselfandheldthetwoshoppingbagsandher

handbag.

Tessa:IfyoualreadywanttokillmeIfeelforthe



kids.(laughing)

Masa:Tessa!!

Tessa:I'lldrive.Breathwoman.Breath.

Masalaughedasherheelsclickedonthetile,

thetwoladieswalkingoutoftheshop.Why

wouldtheyhateeachotherwhentheir

husbandswerebrothers?Thepastispast.

Tessa'sphonerangandsheansweredit.

Tessa:Hello..

Avery:HelloauntyTess,wehavealittleproblem.

TessaglancedatMasaandshespokein

hushedtoneswithAvery.Shehungupandgot

thecarkeysfrom Masa.

Tessa:Andyoustillwanttogobacktothat

room again?



Masagroanedassheopenedthedoorandgot

inside.Shehadsweetlyaskedforpermission

from herhusbandtotiehertubesorforhim to

getavasectomybutno,hehadtobebig

headed.

Masa:Trustme,Idonotwishtobeinthis

situationrightnow.

Tessa:Thosehoursoflabournnakilledme.

Thosetwokidsareenough.

Masa:Theyhavesomedarncrazygenes.

Tessa:Tellmeaboutit,outlulemothersare

shewasatwinbuthertwindiedatbirth?

Masa:Nowonderwehadtwins.Ihatetheir

genes.

Tessa:Same..goodluck.

Masalaughed.

Masa:Drive,Ihavetobeatworkandareyou

goingtothehospital?



Tessa:No..

Masa:Alright.I'm starving.

Tessaleanedback.

Tessa:Andyoukeptquiettillnow?

Masa:Youweretoobusymakingfunofmy

currentpredicament.

Tessa:Youguysmightaswellmakeawhole

soccerteam atthisrate.

Masa:Yohyoh!

Tessa:Let'sfeedthelittleonegrowinginyour

tummy.

Ontheroad

SmithJrdialedEsmeralda'snumber.

SmithJr:Hey..



Esmeralda:Hello..I'm stillbusythough.

SmithJr:I'm intown.

Shesquealed.

Esmeralda:Whydidn'tyousayso?OhmyGod!

YouneedtotellmeabouttheUSAandstuff,

updatemeonyoursemesterandall.Waitse

goreUBohahelaandsh-ish...

SmithJr:I'llcallyou,opasitsemme?

Esmeraldamelted.Hisdeepvoicewas

everything.

Esmeralda:Uhm myCAlooksgoodbutthe

resultsaren'tout.

SmithJr:That4.5plusGPAright?

Esmeralda:Yes.I'llcallkganteleokay.

SmithJr:okay.Bye..

Hehungup.Hegrinned.Hewasdefinitely

waitingforthatyoungladyalright.Hewassure



hisparentswillloveher.Yikeshisdadworks

withheruncle.Hehitthehooteroncehearrived

atthehouseandthegateopened.

Homesweethome.Hedroveinsideand

stoppedtheenginebeforehesteppedoutwith

hisbags.

Heopenedthedoorandhewasmetwithalot

ofchatter.AveryandAriellebeingtheones

maintainingthepeaceamongtheunderage

kids.

Avery:Iunderstandwhymom drinkswineevery

nowandthen.

Arielle:Samesis.Same.

SmithJr:Babysittingduty.

Avery:Mygu-ohGod!You'refinallyhere.



Arielleturnedandtheystoodupandhugged

him.

Avery:Welcomebackhome.

Arielle:It'sabouttime..

Afterhehuggedthem bothhesmiled.

SmithJr:Anyplans?

Avery:Wealwayshaveplans.

Arielle:Weshouldfillhim innow..

Avery:Hereisthething....

.

.

.
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*
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Attheoffice

Haydenplacedhiswifeontopofthedesk

beforehesatdownandplacedhishandsonher

lap.It'sbeentwelveyearssincetheygot

marriedand20yearssincethey'veknowneach

other.Theywerestillgrowingstrong.

Masa:I'm tiredandhungry.

Hayden:Fordick?

Sherolledhereyes.

Masa:No.Idon'tneedthatanymore.Itgotme

pregnantat37andIhateyouforit.

Hayden:Youdonot.



Masa:OkayIdon'thateyoubutaftertenyears

ofpeacewe'llbedealingwithbabies.

Hayden:Ah.Alwaysonthenegative.

Masa:Yourgenesaretoostrong.

Hayden:TheSmithgenesbaby.Besides(rubbing

herflatstomach)you'llalwaysbemynumber

onebaby.

Masatearedup.

Masa:That'sthecutestthingyou'vesaidtome

today.

Hayden:IloveyouMrsSmith.

Masa:Iknowyoudomylove.Iloveyoutothe

moonandtoSaturn.

Hestooduptokissherandlaidherdownon

thedesk.Helaughedwhenshedidn'tstophim.

Hayden:Iknewyoulowkeywanteddick..



Masa:Let'sseehowyou'regoingtokeepupold

man.

Hayden:I'm notthatoldyoubigbaby..

Masa:Whoisreachingtheirfortiesfirst?

Youuuuuuu..

Hayden:OhemileMasa.

Masa:Kissme..(poutingherlips)

Hayden:You'reluckyIloveyou.

Masa:Kissmetlherra.Kisskiss...

AttheSmith's

Tessawalkedinsidethehouseanditseemed

asifAveryandArihadallthekidsundercontrol.

Avery:WeropedSmithintoourelaborateplan.

SmithJr:Aslongasmom isn'thereforthe

wholetwoweeksI'm good.



Tessalaughed.

Tessa:Youallknowwhat'stohappenlovies.

Operationgetyourparentsoutofthecountry

fortheir12thyearanniversaryisunderway.

SmithJr:I'm soproudofmyself.

Arielle:Utlwang.Youjustarrivedkwaa..

SmithJr:Still.I'm partofit.

Avery:Aridaddidn'tnoticeyouhackedhis

phone?

Arielle:Iwouldn'tbedamngoodatITifhedid.

Avery:Obonawena?Ostarausi.

Arielleflippedherhair.

Arielle:Iknowmylove.

Tessashookherheadwithasmile.

Avery:Soeverythingwillgoasplanned.Aunt

Tess,thankyou.



Shehuggedher.

Avery:Andfordistractingmom withshopping

too..

Tessa:YouthinkIwouldpassuptheopportunity

ofafreebabysitter?No.

SmithJr:Theyshouldbabysitmore.

Tessa:Ihopetheybehaved.

Arielle:Aslongasyoufeedthem theybehave.

Thereisalwaysalogicbehind.

Avery:Techguruweunderstand.

Arielle:Uhm everythingissetandLunahaddad

payfortheiraccommodation.Wedon'thave

suchmoneyrona.

SmithJr:That'swhyyouwereaskingformoney

monthsback.

Avery:Everyoneofushadtocontributefortheir

flightticketandgiftsandthedinnerandthe

dressandthesuit.EvenAzandAntonygaveme



theircoins.Hudsonpoppedinsomeofhis

savings.You'llsaveagainbazakes.

Tessa:Yourparentsaresoluckytohavekids

likeyouguys.

Arielle:ThankyouauntTess..

Theyallhuggedherbeforesheleftwith

ChristopherandDarlington.Therestwasinthe

kid'shandsnow.

AtLetty'shouse

IthasbeenyearsandCanewascontentwith

hissolidarity.HewaitedforLettytocomeback

withhertrayofteaandscones.

Cane:Thankyou.

Letty:Welcome.



Thesedayshewasspendingtimewithhis

formersisterinlawandshewasnotthe

monstershehadbeenyearsback.Hayden

managedtoforgiveherandshehadbothsons

whocaredforher.Shewasokayonceagain.

Theyhadteaandsconestalkingaboutthisand

that.Joyhadremarriedandshewashappier

thanshehadeverbeen.Therehadbeennobad

bloodbetweenthem andCanehadrealisedthat

heneverdidloveMasa,hejustwantedwhat

Haydenhadanditwasveryselfishofhim to

wantsuch.

Letty'sphonerang.

Letty:Excuseme.



Sheansweredthephone.

Letty:Hello.

Avery:Grandma..

Letty:Whatdoyouwant?

Avery:Bethebabysitterforthenexttwoweeks.

ImeanChristopherandDarlington.

ChrisandDarlwereTessa'skidswithChristian

andsheadoredallhergrandchildrennow.

Letty:Iwouldbedelighted.

Avery:GramswillgetAz,AntonyandHudson.

Lettynodded.Fairforthekidsnottomaketheir

grandmother'stiredwithafullhouse.Sheand

Masa'smom weredoingquitewellwiththis

dotinggrandmotherrole.

Letty:Butwhy?

Avery:Theparentsneedtimeforthemselves.

Scratchthat,westaywiththeteenagerHudson.



Yallgettheundertenyearolds.

Lettylaughed.

Letty:Okay.We'llpopintimeandagain.

Avery:Cool.

"Sayhitotheoldlady"inthebackground.

Avery:Smitharehi.LeAmericalalona.Bye

Grandma.Virtualhugsandkisses.

Shehungupandsmiled.

AttheSmith's

Avery:Bazakes,uncleChristianistakinghiswife

awaytoo.Ourjobisdone.



Arielle:You'retheman.

Avery:Iknowsis.Trustmeonthesethings.

SmithJr:Homealone?

Hudson:Yep.

SmithJr:Atleastyou'reateenagernow.Almost

14.

Avery:Hisheightismakingmebreaththrough

thewound.

Arielle:Andpeoplewillbelikeisheyourolder

brotherlikewha...waitwhat?I'm olderthanhim.

Hudsonlaughedashesatdownnexttohis

olderbrother.

Hudson:Girlswillbegirls.

SmithJr:Ilongtoldyouguysthatwe'llbe

unstoppableonceheisabitolder.

Arielle:Whateverguys.



Theyheardthegateopen.

Avery:Theyarehere.Actnormalorwhatever.

TheboyswatchedtvwhileAriellesatonthe

singlecouchandpressedherphone.

MinuteslaterthedooropenedandMasawas

holdingherlaptopbagandhandbagwhile

Haydenheldtheshoppingbags.

Masa:Yourca-Smith?

SmithJrgrinnedandwenttohughismother.

Masa:Finally.Iwasgettingworried.

Hehuggedherandspunheraround.

Masa:Ngwanaobatlagontigabathong(this

childwantstodropme)(laughingwithtearsin

hereyes)

Heputherdownonherfeet.

SmithJr:Iknowyoumissedmemom.



Masa:Yes.Whatmattersnowisthatyou're

home.

SmithJr:Youlookbeautifulbytheway.

Masa:Don'tmakemecrytlhe.

SmithJrchuckled.Masalookedattheboywho

washoldingher.Hewassomuchlikehisfather,

hekissedhercheekandlethergo.

Hayden:You'remakingmywifecry..

HesaidpullingMasatohim.Heknewhow

muchshemissedallofthekidstogetherinone

place.Shelovedtheirlittlebundlesofjoytoo

much.

Avery:Wegotthereunionoutofthewayakere?

Theyalllaughedasthetwinswalkedtothe

lounge.



Masatearedupagain.Allherkidsinoneroom.

Allsixofthem.

Hayden:Happybabe?

Masa:Very..

Arielle:Mom!

Masa:I'm okayguys..

Avery:Wehaveasurpriseforyouguys..

Masa:asu-surprise?

Arielle:ThatwasverybluntAve.

Averywavedheroff.

Avery:Smithoverherewillbethechauffeurso

headtothebedroom dearparents.

HaydenandMasasuspiciouslylookedatthe

kidsastheystartedtheirtrekupthestairs.

Whentheygottheretheyfoundclothesonthe

bed.



Hayden:Luckyforyou,wehadlongpushedthat

poleinthewalkincloset.

Masalaughed.

Masa:Clothes?Whatareyouplanningwenaand

yourkids?

Hayden:Iswear,Iknownothing.Aquickshower?

Masa:Sure.

AttheDavis'house

ChristiankissedTessa'slipsasshegotontop

ofhim.Fiveyearsagohemadethedecisionto

relocateandhecanproudlysayhedoesn't

regretitonebit.DrDavishereontheotherhand

wastakingthekisstoanotherlevel.

Hebrokethekissandwatchedherpout.She

wascute.Realcute.



Tessa:Whydidwestop?

Christian:You'realwayshornythesedays.

Tessa:So?Babe..

Christian:DrD?

Tessalaughed.

Tessa:WellfeedDrDtheD..

Christian:Younaughtything..

Shelaughedandrubbedherselfagainsthim as

heheldherwaist.

Christian:Fuuck!Tess..

Tessa:Mmhmm..

Hestoodupwithherlegswrappedaroundhis

torsoasheheadedtothebathroom.Hewilltell

heraboutthesurprisealittlelateraftertheir

session.

AtMatilda'splace



Tilyjumpedupanddownasshereadthe

resultsonthepregnancystick.Shewasfinally

pregnant.Finally.

Herhusbandsmiledconfused.

Him:And?

Hisoceaneyespiercedintoherhazelbrowns

andshegrinned.

Tily:I'm pregnant.

Him:We'reexpectingababy?

Shenoddedandhehuggedher.

Him:Nowyoushouldstopstressing.

Tily:Itfinallyhappened.



Masahadtoldhernottoworryabouthavinga

child.Itwillhappenonit'sown,shemustnot

rushtheprocess.Nowitdid.Shewillcallher

lateronandtellherthenews,whenshewason

theedgeofgivinguponlovethatlittleladytold

hertostopthinkingabout.What'sherswillfind

herandvoilashemetherwonderfulhusband

whenshewasvolunteeringatDoctorsWithout

Bordersprogramme.Shewashappynow.

AttheSmiths

HaydenwalkeddownthestairswithMasawho

woreasimpledinnerdress.Huggedallthe

perfectplacesandithadaslitthatshowedoff

hergorgeouslegs.Whatmorecouldheaskfor?

Ariellewasholdinghercamerasnapping

photos.



Masa:Guyswhat'sup?we'realldressedupand

wehavenoideawhat'shappening?

Avery:Longstoryshort,taketimeoffmypeople.

Ledistarakerelaitse?

Masalaughed.

Avery:SmithJrherewillchauffeuryouguysto

andfrom therestaurant.Wesavedupjustfor

youtoenjoythisnight.From allyoursix

children.

Arielle:Avolleyballteam ifyouaskme.

Hudson:Agreed.

Azriel:I'llagreejustbecauseHudagreed.

Avery:Yes.Therestaurantandthefood.Allon

us.Tellusyouloveus.

SmithJr:Sayit!

Masa:Guysyoudidn'thaveto,Ime-mean...



Avery:Weloveyouguys.Awholelot.

Allsixofthem engulfedtheirparentsinahug.

Avery:mamakekopaperfumeyagago..(mom

canIhaveyourperfume)

Theylaughedandbrokethehug.

Arielle:Don'truinyourmakeupdimamzo.Aoao..

Masa:Thisisnice..

Arielleglancedatherwatch.

Arielle:Timetogoguys.It'stime.

SmithJrsearchefhispocketsforhisdad'scar

keys.

SmithJr:Let'sgoguys.

Avery:Batleroleonelasttimehoo..



ThecamerasnappedandMasaandHayden

laughed..

TheyfollowedSmithJrouttothecar.

Heopenedthedoorforbothofthem andthey

satatthebackofthecar.Hegotinthedriver's

seatandhestartedthecar.

Masa:Anyothersurprises?

SmithJr:Asknoquestionshearnolies.

MasaleanedonHaydenasherubbedherarm.

Hedidn'tknowwhatwasgoingoninthesekids'

minds.

Attherestaurant

SmithJrparkedthecarandgotoutfirst.He



openedthedoorforhisparents.

SmithJr:I'llchauffeuryouguysback.Enjoyyour

evening.

Thetwowalkedinsidetherestaurant.Itwas

empty.

Masa:Theybookedthewholeplaceforus?

Hayden:Wow!

Thewaiterledthem totheirtableandtheysat

downasslowmusicplayedinthebackground.

Masa:Itfeelssurreal.Theudidthisforus?

Hayden:Yes.

Heheldherhandastheyordered.Whenhe

offeredtopay,apparentlythebillhadbeen

coveredalready.Halfwaythroughtheirdessert

theysawatheprojectorfinallybeingswitched



onandawaitercamebackwithanoteonatray.

Haydenopenedthenotethatwasaccompanied

byplanetickets.

"Enjoyyournight.Virtualhugsandkissesguys.

Youranniversaryiscomingupandyouneeda

breakfrom usandeveryoneingeneral.Happy

anniversaryourtwolovebirds.Yourloveis

inspiringandcelebrateit.Signedbyyour

volleyballteam."

HaydenfinishedreadingitasMasalookedat

thetickets.

Hayden:Guesswhat?

Masa:We'regoingtothedesert.

Haydensmiled.

AvideostartedplayingasNatalieTaylor's



Surrenderplayedonthevideo.

Hayden:Whatthe-

Somewerevideosthathadbeenonhisphone.

Masawatchedthevideowithtearyeyes.From

thattimewhenthetwinsandAriwheresmall

andtheywerefriends.

Masa:Iremember..Iwaslikeagoodfriend.

Hayden:Amdwhenthekidsweresixyouwere

likegetlaidwhenIwantedtofuckyou.

Masalaughedwipinghertears.Therewere

videosoftheHudson'sscans,whenhewasa

baby,whenhegrewup,thetwinsandthetime

allthreeoftheladiescuttheirhair.Theydidn't

forgeytheweddingclips.Itwasbeautiful.

Masawaswipinghertearsasshewatchedthe

video.Alltheseyears,whentheyspenttime



together,thoseHaydenusedtotakeinthe

morningwhenshewasasleepandherbored

selftakinguselessvideosinthemorning.

Haydensmiledtearfully.Heknewwhohacked

hisphonebutthiswastoobeautifultoeven

scoldher.Masawasacryingmesswhenthe

videoendedwiththem kissingontheirwedding

day.

Masa:Th-thi-thisisbea-beautiful..

Hayden:Babecomehere.

Shestoodupandsatonhislapasheindicated.

Heplacedherheadonhischest.

Masa:12wholeyears..ohGod!

Hayden:Babe..

Herubbedherbackkissingherlipssoftlyas

PerfectbyEdSheeranplayedinthebackground.



Hemadeherstanduptowaltztothesong.She

restedherheadonhischest,listeningtohis

steadyheartbeat.

Darlingjustdiverightinamdfollowmylead

Ifoundagirlbeautifulandsweet.

Ineverknewyouwerethesomeonewaitingfor

me

Causewewerejustkidswhenwefellinlove

Notknowingwhatitwas

Iwillnotgiveyouupthistime

Darlingjustkissmeslow,yourheartisallIown

Andinyoureyesyou'reholdingmine

BabyI,I'm dancinginthedark

Withyoubetweenmyarms



Hayden:You'reperfectbabe.

Hepeckedherlipsandtheysilentlydanced,

theyknewtheywereinthedeependofthelove

andiftherewasanotherlevelthensurelythey

havereachedit.Haydenheldhisforeverand

alwaysinhisarms.Theonewhom hewilllove

tilldeathdoesthem apart.Hisveryown

perfectionfoundinaveryimperfecthuman

beingwhowascutjustforhim.Whenthesong

ended,heheldherinhisarmsasshewrapped

herarmsaroundhistorso.Theirlifechapter

wasdoneandwritten.Itwastimeforthem to

moveontoyetanotherdecadeandage,

together,strongerthanever.

Masa:Rememberthismoment,inthebackof

yourmind.

Hayden:Allourmemoriesareforever

remembered.



Masasmiledasshekissedhim again,theyare

startingyetanotherchaptertogether.

Masa:Ihadthetimeofmylifefightingand

slayingdragonswithyou.

Hayden:Promisethatyou'llstandbymeforever.

Masa:Forevertilldeathusapart.Wearestill

goingtohavethetimeofourlivetogether.To

morehappymemoriesmylove.

Hayden:Tomorehappiermomentsand

milestones..

Theykissedintothenight,asittwinkled

brighteroutsidewiththefullmoonoutandthe

constellationsilluminatingthecity.

.

.



.

****THEEND****

FOREVER&ALWAYS

EPILOGUE

AtDubai

TheyellowJeepcoursedthroughthesandas

Micasa’sMamelaplayedintherentedcar.

Getaway,getaway

IsallIwannado

Alittlegetawaywithyou,ohbabyyeah

Aung’mamele,aung’mamele,aung’mamele

Loveywami,loveywami



Cel’ung,babisandlaSami

Sihambe,sihambe

TheysangalongasHaydenheldhiswife’shand,

heliftedittohislipsandkissedhersofthand.

Hayden:Iloveyou.

Masa:Iloveyoumore,thisislikeasecond

honeymoon.

Hayden:itis(laughing)

Masa:Idohopethekidsareokayandtheyare

behaving.

Hayden:Yourmotherassuredmethattheyare

okay.

Masasmiled.TheywereinanArabstateand

theyhadtodowhattheArabsdo,itwasfun

exploringaculturedifferentfrom theirsand



seeinganoasisandallthat.Theyweresolid.

ForeverandAlways.

AtParis

TessaandChristianlockedthepadlockthat

hadtheirinitialsonthebridgethatwassaidto

beforecouples.Theythrewthekeyintothe

dam andsharedasearingkiss.

Tessa:Ilovethis.

Christian:andIloveyouamour.

Tessagrinnedashewrappedhishandsaround

hernowslim waist.Wellhehadbeenright,they

wereexpectinganotherbundleofjoyandto

thinkshewaslaughingatMasa.Shehatedhow

fateworkedbutwelltheywerehappy.

Christian:weshouldwalkback.

Tessa:Iloveyouokay?



Christian:Myoneandonly,mylifeline...

Tessa:AndI’llneverforgetyearsagowhenyou

saidyou’lllovemetilleternity.

Christian:AndI’lldojustthatforaslongasI

walkonthisearth.

AtFrancistown

SmithJrparkedhisdad’scarafewhouses

awayfrom whereEsmeraldalived.

Esmeralda:Thankyouforthepicnic.Itwas

reallysweet.

SmithJr:Gladyouenjoyedit.

Sheshylytuckedherhairbehindherearandbit

herlip,agesturehermotherusuallydidwhen

shewaswithherdad.SmithJrlookedatthe



tinybodythatwasinfrontofhim.Esmeralda

lookedupandhercheekswentpinkasSmith’s

deftfingersheldherchin.

SmithJr:You’rebeautifulEs...

Heloweredhisheadashersoftbreathhithis

cheek.Hiswholehandheldhercheekashe

broughthislipsdownontohersoftlips.She

froze.She’sneverbeenkissedbeforeandahot

guylikehim waskissingher?Sherelaxedand

partedherlips,hewasgentleandallthat.Itfelt

surrealforher.Hebrokeitandlookedintoher

eyes,histhumbrubbingherlowerlipnow.

Therewassomethingaboutthewayhelooked

ather.

Esmeralda:wow!

SmithJrbitdownhiswords.Itwastooearly

butheknewhewasn’tgoingtostopseeingher,

notanytimesoon.



Sheshylykissedhischeekandsteppedoutof

thecar.Shewalkedawaywithoutglancingback

andSmithJrsmiledashedroveaway.

AttheSmiths

ThegirlswereplayingmonopolywithHudson

whenSmithJrwalkedin.

Avery:didshelikeit?

SmithJr:yes...

Arielle:we’llsaythankyou,wehelpedyouget

thegirl...

SmithJr:youguysareannoying...

Avery:Lesonesesentlenyanemma...itlhelake

mmonamodistatus.I’m suremom anddad

don’tseeyourstatuses..



SmithJr:Idon’tneedalecturesono...

Arielle:sheiscute,howoldagain?18?

SmithJrgroanedandthegirlslaughed.Smith

joinedinonthegameastheylaughed.

Thankyouguysforthewonderfuljourneyand

Godbless


