
FINDINGMYDESTINY

Introduction

Dad:Abongiwemychildpleasemakemeproud,

IknowyoucanseethatIdon'thavemanyyears

left.SchoolisveryimportantandIknowyouare

asmartgirl

Inodasthetearsfillmyeyes.MydadandIonly

haveeachother,mymotherleftwhenIwasstill

ababyandsheneverlookedbacknotthatI

careanymore.I'm18yearsoldnowandI'veonly

everhadmyfathertoleanon.Wearenota

wealthyfamily,farfromitactually,mydadisa

securityguardatthemallandIcleanthe

neighbors'housesduringweekendswherethey

paymeR150amonth.Itsnotbadconsidering

thatsometimesIcleanupto4housesinone

month.Whathurtsmethemostrightnowis

havingtoleavemydadonhisown,hewasn't

kiddingwhenhesaidhedoesn'thavemany

yearsleft,agehastakenitstollonhimandthe



factthathewalksalargedistancetogotowork

alsocontributestohisdeterioration.Iquickly

wipethetears

Me:don'tworryaboutmedad,Iwillcarryyour

valueswithmeeverywhereIgo.

Him:don'tforgettoprayeveryday,morningand

nightandreadyouBibleAbongiwe.Nomatter

whathappens,beitgoodorbad,readtheholy

book

Me:Iwilldad.Ipromiseyou

Hewalksmetothetaxistop,Idon'thavealot

ofthingswithmebutIhaveallthatIown.The

taxistopsinfrontofus,Igivemydadaquick

hugbeforeIhoponthenIwaveasthetaxi

startsmoving.Igetoffatthemall,takeataxito

EmpangeniwhereIwillcatchmytaxitoDurban.

IrememberthedayIwasacceptedatUKZNto

studypsychologyasifithappenedyesterday,

thelookofhappinessandprideonmydad's



facewasenoughformeandwhenIgota

bursaryfromAnqobeauditingfirmIknewthat

thelordwaswatchingoverme.Idon'teven

knowtheownerofthecompanythatgaveme

thebursarybutI'mtrulygratefultohimorher.

MynameisAbongiweDube,asimple,curious

andopenmindedgirlfromthetownshipof

Esikhawini.WalkwithmeasIenterthelife

changingworldthatisvarsity

[08/18,15:26]Mca:*1*

"Yourlifeisyourmessagetotheworld.Make

sureitsinspiring"

Varsityissuchabigworld,I'vebeenwarned

thatsomanypeoplelosethemselvestryingto

beacceptedortryingtofitin,youleaveyour

homeasonepersonthenyoureachvarsityas

somethingelse.Ihopethatdoesn'thappento

me,Ijustwanttoworkhard,focusonschool

andmakemydadproud.WhenIarriveatres,I

locatemyroombutwhenIgetthereitsalready



unlockedmeaningmyroommatehasarrived.I

hopewegetalong,thelastthingIwouldwantis

beingstuckwithsomeonethatcouldkillmein

mysleep.Iopenthedoortofindherunpacking

herclothes,sheturnsaroundandgivesmea

warmsmile.Yeyatleastthereishope

Me:hey

??:hello

Shehasanamericanaccentbutsheisa

beautiful,chocolateskinnedgirlwithagreat

bodyjudgingbyhowshelooksinthosecutoff

denimshorts.I'dneverbecaughtwearingthose

things,theyaresorevealing.Iplaceeverything

I'mcarryingonthefloorandwalkovertoher

side,Imightaswellintroducemyself

Me:I'mAbongiwe

??:Liyana.Itsnicetomeetyou

Heracceptisn'tfake,thatIcanalreadypickup

andsheseemsnice.Afterourintros,Iunpack



aswellandI'mdonebeforeherbecauseIdon't

havealotofclothesandshehas4suitcases

and2travelingbags.Idecidetocallmydad,I

knowheisalreadyworriedwhereheis

Dad:AbongiweIwasalreadygettingworried

SeewhatImean?Thismanisn'tgoingto

survivewithoutme

Me:IwasstillunpackingbababutIhadasafe

trip

Him:thanktheLord.I'llsendyoumoneynext

weekOK?

Me:youdon'thavetobaba,mybursaryalready

givesmemoneyandIswearitsenough

Him:youcanneverhavetoomuchmoney.I'll

sendittoyouanyway,youcansaveit.Saving

willhelpyoualotmychild

Me:Iknowbaba

Him:isyourroommatetherealready?



Wespend10minsonthephonewithhimasking

amillionquestionsandmeansweringthemall.

Mydadislikethat,themandoesn'tbelievein

notknowingsomething,hewillask,double

checkandeventriplecheckattimes.Hecares

alotaboutmeanddespitenothavingmoney,

thelovewasandwillalwaysbeenough.

Me:soLiyanahaveyoumadeanyfriendsyet?

I'msuchanawkwardperson,Idon'tthink

anyonewillwanttobefriendswithme

Shelaughs,itsnojokethough,I'mawkward.I

likethingslikesports,sneakersandI'mnotthe

goingouttype.I'veneverhadanyfriendsbefore

becauseIwouldneverhavetimetobuild

friendships,withhousechores,churchactivities

andcleaningpeople'shouses,whereonearth

wasIgoingtofindtimeforfriendsandboys?

ThoughI'vehadafewcrushesbefore,crushing

fromadistancethough

Liyana:sortof.Anoldfriendofminewillbe



goingtoschoolherebutshewon'tbestayingat

res.Idon'tknowifherandIwillstillclick

thoughsincewehaven'tseeneachothersince

westartedhighschool

Me:yhothat'salongtimebutI'msureyouguys

willworkitout

Assheorganizesherheelsinhercloset,Iseea

framedpictureofalittleboyonherdesk,he

looksexactlylikeher,thesmileonhisface

makeshimlookamilliontimescuter.Ipickit

upandlookatit,Ican'thelpbutsmile.IwishI

hadsiblings

Me:yourlittlebrother?

SheliftsherheadupasIwavetheframeather

andshebeamswithhappiness

Her:theoneinthebluesoccerframeismylittle

brotherLangaandtheoneyouareholdingis

mysonMangaliso

Saywhatnow?Shedoesn'tevenlooklikea



mother,shelooksnormal.Notthatyoung

mothersarenotnormalbutyouknowwhatI

meanman.I'mleftwithmyjawonthefloorand

shelaughs

Her:let'sgogetfoodandI'lltellyouallabout

himandI'llcallKwandotojoinus

Me:alright.Letmeputshoeson

Idecidetowearmywhiteallstars,I'mwearing

jeansandatanktop,itsJanuarysoitsquitehot.

Iputmyphoneinmyfrontpocketandtakeout

R200frommywalletandputitinmyotherfront

pocket.Idon'townahandbag,I'venever

ownedoneinMylife.Liyanachangesintohigh

waistjeans,loosecroptopandblackandgold

sandals.Grabsherhandbagafterdoingher

makeupandweleave.IlooklikeafarmJuliet

nexttoher,shehasbraidswhileIhavemy

naturalhairallroughedup,ifitwasn'tformy

boobsandbutt,you'deasilymistakemefora

boy



Liyana:Kwandosaysshewillfindusatsteers.

Justaquickheadsup,shecanbeabitofabrat

sodon'ttakehertoheart

Me:I'malreadygettingscared

Her:loldon'tbe.Shedoesn'tbite

Aswewaitforourorders,justchattingabout

randomthings,atall,lightskinned,witha

perfectbodygirlwalksuptous.Sheiswearing

cutoffshorts,acroptop,shadesandheel

boots,alltheguysatsteersturntolookather.

Everythingaboutherisonpoint,shehasapixie

cutwithblondetips.Liyanagetsuptohugher

Liyana:wowfriendyoulookamazing

Kwando:thanksbabe.Itry.Lookatyou.You

don'tevenlooklikeamother.Umhlesana

Liyana:lolthanks.Ohwherearemymanners.

ThisismyroommateAbongiwe.Abongiwethis

ismyfriendKwando



Me:itsnicetomeetyouKwando

Kwando:whydidtheyputyouinaroomwitha

lesbian?

Ohwow,Ididn'tseethatonecoming.Istay

composed,clearlythisKwandochickandIare

notgoingtogetalongandI'mfinewiththat.

Sheisn'tmyfriendanyway,sheisLiyana's

Liyana:lolsheisn'tlesbian

Kwando:thenwhyisshedressedlikethat?

ActuallyIdon'tcare.SohowwastheUSofA?Is

itstillaspoppingasIremember?

IthinkIzoneoutformostofthisconversation,

ourfoodarrivesandIdigin,Kwandoordereda

salad,somethingaboutnoteatingcarbsand

whatnot.WhenI'mdoneeating,Idecideto

leave,I'vealreadypaidformymealanywayand

clearlyI'mnotneededhere

Me:guysI'mtiredsoI'mgoingtoheadbackto

res



Liyana:already?

Me:yeahIhadalongdaywithtravelingand

everything

Kwando:OKbyeAyabonga

Liyana:itsAbongiwe

Kwando:goshLiyanadoesitevenmatter?

Peoplelikeusaren'tbotheredbypeoplelikeher

andyoushouldreallytelluncleEnzotogetyou

aflat.Resisanightmare

Igetupandleavethemarguing,I'mjustglad

thatatleastLiyanahadmybackanddidn'tlet

hersnobbyfriendwalkalloverme.WhenIget

backtores,Itakeashowerandgetinbed,the

sunisn'tevendownyetbutI'mfeelingdrained

bythisday.IgoonFacebook,Ireadacoupleof

diaries,honestlythat'sallIeveruseFacebook

for.Ihardlypostanystatusesorpicturesandif

Ido,Igetamaximumof13likesifI'mlucky.

WhenLiyanagetsbacktotheroom,Ipretendto



beasleep

Liyana:yourphoneisstillonsoyouarenot

asleep

Igiggleandopenmyeyesthensituponthe

bed.ShehandsmeaPSchocolatewritten"I'm

sorry"

Me:what'sthisfor?

Her:I'msorryforKwando'srudeness.Shereally

haschangedalotsinceI'vebeengone

Me:itsnotyourfault.Atleastyouhadmyback

Shesmilesandsitsonmybed.Wewere

supposedtogettoknoweachotherduring

lunchbeforeherpsychobitchyfriendruinedit

all

Me:sohowoldisyourson?

Her:heisturning5inMarch

Me:soyouhadhimwhenyouwere...



Her:14.HisdadisKwando'solderbrother.The

familywasn'tpleasedwitheverything,wewere

raisedcloselyandthenwefellinlove,mydad

lostitandtheyshippedMangiandItomy

grandparentsinLA.Mangicamebacklastyear

tostaywithhisdadandtheyarethemain

reasonI'malsobackinSA

[08/18,15:26]Mca:*2*

"Dowhatmakesyoursoulshine"

Firstdayoflecturestoday,I'mexcitedand

nervousatthesametime.IjusthopeI'lllovemy

coursenowasmuchasI'llloveitinmylast

semesterofmyfinalyear.Aftertakingashower

IwearmyKaizerchiefsT-shirtwithripped

boyfriendjeansandwhitesneakers,roughmy

hairupthenputanexampad,pencilbagand

mywalletinmybackpack

Liyana:I'mgoingtocampustoonowsoIcan

giveyouaride



Me:thatwouldbeamazing.Thankyou

Shegrabsherkeysandweleave,passingby

McDonald'stograbbreakfastthenoffto

campuswego.Shedropsmeoffinfrontofthe

psychologybuilding,IalreadyateinthecarsoI

justwalkstraightinandsitinthemiddle.

Studentsstartcomingininnumbersandbefore

Iknowit,thelecturehallisfull.Thelecturer

walksinwithtwoguysandagirl,theyare

definitelynotfirstyears

DrLouw:settledownguys.Letmeintroduce

youtoyourtutors,tutorialsarecompulsoryso

makesureyousignupwithoneoftheseguys.

Theyarehonoursstudentssotheyknowwhat

theyaredoing.ThisisAmahle

Thegirlwavesatus,Imightjustjoinher

session,sheisdressedupallfashionablyand

shelooksnice

DrLouw:thisisAvery



Averyalsowavesatusandthegirlsstart

makingthoseweirdsoundsbutIdon'tblame

them,theguyishotfromwhatIcanseefrom

whereIam

DrLouw:andthat'sWandile.Wandileisdoing

hismastersnow

OnsecondthoughtsImightjustjoinWandile's

session,heismoreeducatedandhasmore

experiencetutoring,yepI'lljoinhissession.

Afterallmyclasses,Idecidetogofindthelist

withthetutor'ssessions.IlookatWandile's

sheetandhedoesn'thavealotofpeoplewho

havesignedupbuthistimesclashwithsome

ofmyclasses

Me:dammit

??:OKwhatdidthepapersdotoyou?

Iturnaroundandfindsomeguystanding

behindmewithasmileonhisface.Weirdo

Me:nothing



??:youshouldsignupforAvery'ssession.Heis

reallysmart

Me:andwhatareyou?Presidentofhisfanclub

orsomething

??:lolnahheismyolderbrothersoIknowheis

smart.I'mLwakhobytheway,Lwakholonke

Smith

Heseemsniceshame,helooksgoodtoosohe

isprobablyaplayer.I'mrulingallgoodlooking

guysasplayersorjerks,thatshouldbeenough

formetostayawayfromthem

Me:I'mAbongiweDube

Lwakho:nicetomeetyouAbongiweDube

IendupsigningupforAmahle'ssession,Ican

alreadysensethatAvery'ssessionwillbefilled

withthosefakegirlswiththefakehairand

judgmentaleyes,Idon'tneedthatinmylife.As

Iwalktothebusstop,Lwakhoisstillfollowing

me,talkingnonstop.I'venevermetaguythat



talksasmuchasthisone

Him:soyoustayatres?

Me:yeah

Him:mybrotherandIshareaflat.Youknow

AbongiweIhaveafeelingyouandIaregoingto

begreatfriends

Me:Idoubtit

Him:Idon't.Idon'thavealotoffriends,wellI

don'thavefriends.Doyouhavefriends

Iwanttosayyoudon'thavefriendsbecause

youtalktoomuchbutIwasraisedbetterthan

that.Mydadalwayssaidifyoudon'thave

anythingnicetosay,don'tsayanythingatall

Me:myroommateismyfriend

Him:wellyourroommateandLwakhoareyour

friendsnowandIwon'thitinyou,Ihavemy

owngirlfriend

Wellthat'sareliefbecauseIalreadyhadmy



speechinmyheadofhowI'mgoingtoturnhim

down.Mybusarrived,thankgoodness,itwas

alreadytakingtoolong

Me:wellthat'smyridesobye

Him:byeAbongs

Me:dudeno

Him:heyit'sacutename

Ishakemyhead,climbontothebusandfind

myseat.LaterthatdayIgothroughmynoteof

theday,callmydad,wemadeadealthatI'dcall

everydayandthefirstthingheasksmeisifI've

beenreadingmybiblenowIcan'tlieaboutthe

holybooksoIjusttellhimthatI'maboutto

startreading.

Liyana:I'vehadsuchalongdayandIstillhave

todrivetogoseemyson

Me:IfeelforyouroomzabutatleastIcooked

soyouwillgotherewithafullstomach



Her:I'llbebackonthemorningthough,that'sif

Shaundoesn'tannoymeinthemiddleofthe

nightandIcomeback

Me:youlovetheguythoughsowhydon'tyou

guysjustgetbacktogether?

Sheshrugshershouldersandstartspackingan

overnightbagwhileIgetinbedwithmyphone.I

reallyneedtogetalaptopyaz,I'mgoingtogo

crazywithboredom.IgoonFacebookandfind

aninvitefromLwakholonkeLwakhoSmith,I'm

alreadyregrettinggivinghimmyfullnames,this

guyhasthepotentialtobethemostannoying

personever.Iaccepttheinviteandhestarts

textingmeviaFacebookmessenger

Lwakho:Itoldyouthatwearegoingtobe

friends

Me:wearenotfriends

Him:Facebooksaysweare

Ilaughoutloud,thisguyisanidiot.Afunny



idiotthough.Maybe,justmaybehimandIcould

befriends

Me:lolyouareanidiotyaz

Him:atleastIgotyousmiling.Somybrother

saysAmahleisn'tagoodtutorandthatyou

shouldsignupwithhimorWandile

Me:IwantedWandilebuthistimesclashwith

myclasses

Him:wellthentakeAvery'ssession

Me:I'llsee.Ineedtosleepbruhsopeaceout

Him:normalpeoplesaygoodnight

Me:lolhowwouldyouknow?Younotnormal

Him:ouchgirlyoucutmedeep

Me:lolbyeLwakho

Afewweekslaterwewerewritingoursemester

testsandIwasbasicallylivingatthelibrarybut

Iwasn'ttheonlyone,studentsinvarsitytake



thisstudyingseriouslyhey.LwakhoandIhave

becomefriends,heneverlet'smeforgetthathe

sawthiscomingandthatIshouldjustalways

trusthisjudgment.Heisabitfullofhimselfthis

one.IattendedAmahle'ssessiontwicebeforeI

realizedthatthisgirldoesn'tknowanythingand

IswitchedtoAvery'ssession.Wewerehaving

ourlastsessionbeforeourtestnextweek

Monday,heisgoodatthisImustsay

Avery:OKguysthat'sallfortoday,thoseofyou

thathavequestionscanstaybehindandthe

restofyouaredismissed

Itwasonlytheguysthatleft,obviouslythegirls

had"questions"butIwasn'toneofthem.As

muchasIwasn'tanaturallysmartperson,I

workhardandmyresultsspeakforthemselves.

IpackedupandasIgotup,Iwasstopped

Avery:Abongiwepleasestaybehind

AlleyesturnedtomeandIimmediatelysat



down.Hefinishedwiththegirlsthencameto

mydeskandsatdownnexttome.Hesmelled

nice.Averyisyourtypicalhotguy,lightskinned,

bigeyes,thicklashesandeyebrows,pinklips

andheistall.Hereallyishot

Him:soyouarereadyforyourtestonMonday?

Me:Iwillbeready

Him:Icouldhelpyououtifyouneedit.Icantell

thatyouaretheshytypeandyoudon'taskalot

ofquestionsinclass

IdidsayIwasanawkwardperson,Idon'tknow

howtospeakupinfrontofalotofpeoplesoI

wouldneveraskaquestioninclassoratatutor

session

Me:I'llkeepthatinmind.Thankyou

Hesmilesrevealinghisperfectlywhiteteeth,

thisguyissomethingelseandsuddenlyIfeel

weirdthingsinmytummyashesmilesatme



Him:youlookbeautifultodaybytheway.Ilike

yoursneakers

IthinkI'mblushing,nahscratchthatIam

blushing.I'mwearingmywhiteStanSmith

sneakersthatmydadgotmeformybirthday

lastyear.

Me:uhmthanks

HesmilesagainandIgetuptoleave.Laterthat

dayImeetupwithLwakho,I'monastudybreak

andheistakingmeoutforlunch.I'menjoying

theperksofhavingrichfriends.WeareatRoco

mamas

Lwakho:mygirlfriendwantstomeetyou

Me:nahI'llpass

Him:hawwhy?

Me:nooffenseLwakhobutyourGirlfriendis

white,whitepeopletendtobesnobby

Him:whydoyouhavetobesojudgmental



though?Haleyisn'tlikethat.Justmeetheronce,

youguysdon'thavetobefriends

Me:fiiiiine

Ourmealarrivesasthatsnobbitchfriend

kaLiyanawalksinwithsomeguy,theguyisina

suitsoheprobablyworks.Ican'tseehim

properlybecauseweareabitfarfromthem

Me:argIhatethatgirl

Him:whatgirl?

Me:theonethatjustwalkedin,leftentrance

Heturnsaround,spotsthegirlandwavesather

andtheycomeoverohgoshwhydidhehaveto

dothat?

Me:seriouslydude

Him:relax

Kwandoandherguyreachourtable,Lwakho

getsuptohugherandthendoesamanhug

withtheguyandI'mjustsittingtherepoking



awkwardlyatmyfries.I'llbeOKifIdon'tsay

anythingright?Imeanshemadeitprettyclear

thatI'mnotevenabeeponherraider

Lwakho:heycuz,haven'tseenyouinawhile

Cuz?Cuzisshortforcousinright?Howcan

Lwakhobesoniceyetberelatedtosuchabitch.

Itstruewhattheysay,youreallycan'tchoose

yourfamily

Kwando:I'mabusyladyLwakssoIhardlyhave

timeforanyone

Lwakho:thatIcansee.Thisismyfriend

Abongiwe.AbongsthisismycousinKwando

andhercousinwhoisnotmycousinLimile

AllIheardisthathorriblenamethathecallsme

bythatIhatewithapassion,Idon'tevenlook

up,I'vemetKwandoandIdon'twanttomeet

herfamily.Icanberudetooguys,I'mnotmade

ofsteel.

Kwando:ohitsyou.Youseemtobeeverywhere



Igo.Issomeonepayingyoutofollowmeor

something?

Limile:youaresofullofit,youarenoteven

famous

Kwando:thenwhyarepeoplestaringatmeif

I'mnotevenfamous?IrunDurbancuz.Durban

todayandtheworldtomorrow

IjustrollmyeyesandIthinkLimilecaughtthat

becausehestartedlaughingandIsmiled.I

wonderifallthepeopleinthiscityarehot,

Lwakhoishotbutheisafriend,hisbrotheris

alsoonsomeotherlevelofsexinessandnow

thatI'mgettingagoodlookofthisLimileguy,

heisalsohotbutwithhimitsdifferentbecause

itsmaturedsexinessormaybeitsthesuit.

Limile:Kwandolet'seatsothatIcancatchmy

flight.Jo'burgawaitsme.Abongiwe

IliftmyheadbutIdon'tlookathimstraightin

theeyes,Ijustshiftmyeyesaround.Hesmiles



thenextendshishandtomeandIdothesame

Limile:itwasapleasuretomeetyou

HekissesmyhandandIswearallmyorgans

melted.Iblushed,twoveryhotguyshavehad

meblushinglikecrazyinoneday.Whataday

I'mhaving.Theywalkawayleavingmewitha

verycuriousLwakho

Me:sowhenamImeetingthisgirlfriendof

yours?

Afteraveryexhaustingtestweek,allIwantto

doissleepfor5daysstraight.Everyinchofmy

bodyisinpain,I'msureevenmyeyelashesare

sore.Igettoresandfindsomeguywithakid

butnoLiyanainsight.

Me:hi

??:hey.WearejustwaitingforLiyana,sheis

showering

Me:alright.



Ithrowmyselfonmybedandjustclosemy

eyes,laterI'mintroducedtoShaunand

Mangaliso.Idon'tunderstandhowLiyanaand

thisguyclaimtoloveeachotherwhenthey

fightsomuchoversomanystupidthings.For

examplewhenhewashereearlier,hewent

throughherWhatsAppandnowtheyare

fightingoverthat

Me:guyscanyoukeepitdownplease,I'mtrying

tosleep

Liyana:sorryroomza.Wewillkeepitdown

Me:thankyou

I'msogladI'mnotdating,I'mnothavingsex

andIhavenobabydaddydrama,Iwouldn't

survivethis

[08/18,15:26]Mca:*3*

"Don'tbeafraidoftheunknown"

Liyanawalksintoourroomcrying,sheisa



mess,hermakeupplusthetearsmakesfora

veryunsightlycombination.Irushtoherside

immediatelyaftersheclosesthedoor.Sheis

pacingaroundthelittleroomandI'mfollowing

herbecausehonestlyIhavenoideawhat's

goingon

Me:mnganiareyouok?

StupidquestionAbongiwe,ofcoursesheisn't

OK.Thepoorgirllooksamess.Eventuallyshe

stopspacingaroundandsitsonthebedandI

sitrightnexttoherandpullherintomyarms

whilerubbingherback,Ihavezeroexperience

incomfortingpeoplebutI'veseenthisdonein

themoviesanditseemstowork

Liyana:Ihatehim.GoshIhatehimsomuch.I

evenhatethathegotmepregnant.Ijusthate

everythingabouthim

Ofcoursethesourceofallthiscommotionis

Shaun.Thesetwoareadisasternjewaitingto



happen

Me:whathappened?

Her:heischeating.Notevenwithonegirlbut

withthree.ThreesidechicksAbongiwe,who

doesthat?

Me:I'msorrymngani.Heisanasshole

Her:andthenhehastheaudacitytosaywenot

togethersoIcan'ttellhimwhotosleepwith

andwhonottosleepwithyetwhenheseesmy

conversationswithguysonmyphonehegets

madatme

Me:selfishbastard

HonestlyIdon'twanttogetinvolvedinthis,she

iscryingtodayandthreedaysfromnowI'llbe

seeinghappyfamilypicturesofher,Shaunand

MangionFacebookonsome#LoveLivesHere

sonjeitsbestIcomfortherandleaveitatthat.

SinceitsaSaturdayafternoonandLiyanais

mopingaround,Idecidetotreatmyselftosome



metime.Ichangeintoblackskinnyjeans,a

simplewhiteT-shirtandahoodie,theweather

lookslikeitmightchangesoon.Iputonmy

sneakers,putmybankcardinmypocket

togetherwithmyphone

Me:I'mgoingoutfriend,shouldIbringyou

anything?

Liyana:amanthatwon'tcheatonme

Webothburstintolaughter,atleastsheisn't

grumpywhensheisgoingthroughhell

Me:eishIthinkthoseareallsoldout.Bye

Iblowherakissandwalkout.WhenIgetto

townIdecidetowatchamoviefirst,happiness

isafourletterword.AsmuchasIdon'tdate,

doesn'tmeanI'mnotasoppywomanlikethe

restofus.Ialsowantamantosweepmeoff

myfeetandmarryme,whodoesn'twantthat?

Avery:IthoughtIrecognizedyou



I'matMcDonald'snowhavingalatelunch,I

don'tevenknowwherehecamefrom.Hepulls

achairinfrontofmeandjoinsme

Him:Ihopeyoudon'tmind

Me:nahIdon't

Him:Ilikeyourhairbytheway.Lookscool

Sofirstitwasmysneakersandnowitsmyhair.

Iguesshehasbeennoticingmewhichcomes

asashockbecausenooneevernoticesme,

eventheguysIhadacrushoninhighschool

nevertookalookatme.I'mnotsayingIhavea

crushonAverythough,I'mjustsaying

Me:thanks.Youshouldprobablygetgoing.

Yourgirlfriendisgivingusthestinkyeye

Helaughsandlooksoveratthegirlhewaswith

beforehecametomethenturnsbacktome

Him:don'tmindher.Itsstartingtorain,doyou

havearidebacktores?



Me:nahIwasgoingtocallacab

Him:noneed,myflatisn'tfarfromhere,last

timeIcheckedmybrotherwashomesojust

givehimacalltofetchyouandtakeyoutoour

flat.I'lltakeyoutoresafterIdropheroff

Sohedidn'tconfirmnordenywhether"her"is

hisgirlfriend.Iagreetohisofferand30mins

laterLwakho'scarisoutside.Iordertwo

mcflurryicecreamsthengooutintothecar,I'm

goingtobesobrokeafterthisandhereIwas

tellingmydadthatIamsaving

Lwakho:atleasttellmeyouwereonadate

Me:udlalangam.Adatewithwho?Boysdon't

lookatme

Him:doyouevenlookatthem?Areyoueven

intoguys?

Me:Iam.I'mnotalesbianhaw

Him:OKnoreasontobitemyheadoff.Iwas



justmakingsure

Wehaveouricecreamonthecouchundera

blanket,itsrainingreallyhardnowandsuch

weatherhasatendencyofmakingmesleepy.I

musthavefallenasleepbecauseI'mwokenup

bythesmellofpizza.Irubmyeyesandsitup

onthecouch,Averyisback

Me:heywhydidn'tyouguyswakemeup?

Avery:youwouldhaveslappedme.I'vebeen

toldthatsleepingbeautygetswokenuponly

withakiss

Lwakho:solamebruh

Avery:shutup

Ilaugh,thesetwoarguebackandforthwhileI

reachforapizzaslicethenLwakho'sphone

ringsandheexcuseshimself

Avery:youreallylookedpeacefulwhenyou

weresleepingthat'swhyIdidn'twanttowake



youup

Me:lolsoI'mnotsleepingbeautynow

Him:lolonlybecauseyouareawakenow

Weshareagoodlaugh,I'menjoyinghis

companyandchillingwithhimisn'tthesameas

chillingwithLwakho.IactuallyfeellikeI'm

chillingwithaguy.Anactualguynotafriend.

Lwakhowalksbackintotheloungealldressed

up

Me:andthen?

Lwakho:Haleycalled.AreyougoingtobeOK

withhimorshouldIdropyouoffatresbeforeI

gotoHaley?

Avery:Idon'tbiteLwakholonke.Abongiwewill

befine

Lwakho:Iwasn'taskingyoufool,Iwasasking

Abongs

Me:Averywilltakemebacktores.Gotoyour



snowbunny

ForsomereasonIstillwanttospendmoretime

withAvery.Heseemslikeaninterestingguy

plusheisahotguythatmightjustbe

interestedinplainoldme.

Lwakho:lolpeaceoutsuckers

AssoonasLwakholeaves,Averydisappears

intothekitchenandIusethistimetotext

Liyana.

Me:pleasetellmeyouareawake

Liyana:Iam.What'sgoingon?

Me:I'matAvery'sflat

Her:howdidyouendupallthewaythere?

Me:longstorybutI'mherealonewithhim

Her:becareful.Averyisaplayersodon'tdo

anythingwithhim.Heishotbutheisaplayer

Me:OKnoted.Later



Iputmyphonebackinmypocketashereturns

withtwocupsofwhatlookslikehotchocolate,

hehandsonetomeandjoinsmeonthecouch,

undertheblanket

Me:thanks

Him:pleasure.I'mgladyoudidn'tleavewellI'm

gladyouarehere

Me:why?

Him:becauseIlikeyouAbongiwe

Ichuckleandrollmyeyes.That'salie

Me:lolyeahright

Him:youdon'tbelieveme?

Me:whyshouldI?

Him:becauseI'veshownyousomanytimes

WellclearlyI'vehadmyeyesclosedthiswhole

semesterbecauseI'veseennoneofthat.Yeah

hepaysalotofattentiontomeduringthe



tutorialsandwhenheseesmeoncampushe

alwayscomestometosayhibutthat'sjust

himbeingnice.Doesn'tmeanthathelikesme.

Heisjustbeingnice

Me:wellIdon'tdate

Him:really?Whynot?

Me:boysareadistractionandIneedtofocus

onschool.IhavealotridingonthisdegreesoI

can'taffordtobedistracted

Him:butI'myourtutorsoIwouldbeagood

distractiondon'tyouthink?

Ishrugmyshouldersthenhesmilesandtakes

themugfrommyhandsandplacebothofthem

onthetableandmovesclosertome.Myheart

isbeatingat200km/h,Iswearitsbeatingso

fastI'mscareditmightstop

Him:comehere

Hegentlyturnsmyfacetohim,lickshislips



thengentlyplacesthemonmine.Idon'tknow

whattodo,I'veneverbeenkissedbeforesoI'm

justfrozenuntilhegentlypartsmylipswithhis

tongueandpullsmybottomlipbetweenhis,

suckingonitgently

Him:justfollowmylead

Me:OK

HeleadsandIfollow,afterafewsecondsIget

ahangofitandstarttoenjoythekiss,hecups

myfaceaswecontinuekissingforawhilethen

hepecksmylipsandmovesback,leavingme

withclosedeyesandslightlypartedlips

Him:yourlipsarereallysoftandsexy.Youarea

goodkisser

Iclosemymouthandopenmyeyes,suddenly

I'm10timesshierthanIamonaregularday

Me:Iam?I'veneverdonethisbefore

Him:really?Youareanaturalthough.Iwantto



kissyouagain.MayI?

Inod,Ienjoyedkissinghimthefirsttimesowhy

wouldIsayno?Wespendtherestofthe

afternoonjustkissingonthecouch,Ididn't

evengettofinishmyhotchocolateandbeforeI

knowititsgettingdarkoutside

Me:Ishouldprobablygetgoing

Him:IwantyoutobemygirlfriendAbongiwe

Me:youalreadyhaveagirlfriendAveryandlikeI

toldyou,Idon'tdate

Him:soyoudon'tfeelthesamewayaboutme

asIfeelaboutyou?Youdon'tlikeme?

Goshwhowouldn'tlikeyou?What'stherenotto

likeaboutyou?Smart,sexyandfunnyguy,

perfectcombination

Me:whataboutyourgirlfriend?

Him:don'tworryabouther,shewon'tcome

betweenusandthatrelationshipisoveranyway



justnotofficially

Me:Idon'tknowAvery

Him:pleasesayyes.Youwon'tregretit.I

promise

Isigh,heislookingatmeandI'mavoidinghis

eyesatallcosts.ThisisnotwhatIcameto

Durbanfor

Me:yes

HissmilestretchesfromeartoearandIjust

startlaughingwhilecoveringmyeyes

Him:lolnowwecango

IdecidedtokeepmyrelationshipwithAveryto

myself,thatwayIwon'tbejudgedfordatinga

guywithagirlfriendbuthonestlyIreallylikehim,

hemakesmehappyanditneverfeelslikeI'm

sharinghim.Whenwearetogether,itsjust

aboutthetwoofus.Todayschoolsareclosing

fortheeasterbreaksoI'mgoinghome,Imiss



mydadsomuch

Me:babeIhavetoleaveat1sothatIcanget

homeearly

Avery:let'sleaveathalfpast2.I'lldriveyou

homesoyoudon'thavetotakeataxi

Me:Averyno.Youcan'tdrivemehome.Mydad

wouldkillme

Him:lolIwon'tdropyouatthegatebae,I'lldrop

youatthetaxistop.Hewon'tseeyou

Me:andiftheneighborsseeme?

Ourneighborsareverynosy,theypeakat

peoplethroughtheirwindows,that'showbadit

issothelastthingIwantistobegossiped

aboutduringtheThursdaychurchmeetings

Hepullsmetowardshim,Iwrapmyarms

aroundhiswaistandhekissesmyforehead

Him:stopstressingaboutstupidthings.Ihave

acarandI'mnotlettingyoutakeataxiwhenI



candriveyouhome

Me:OKfine.Letmegofinishpackingupthen

Wekisswhenhedropsmeoffatresandthe

weirdstaresIgetfromthegirlsareenoughfor

metowishthegroundcouldjustswallowme

up,inourroom,IfindLiyanawithKwando.I

don'tunderstandwhyIcan'tgothrougha

monthwithoutseeingthisgirlandweirdly

enoughIneverseeheroncampusyetshe

studiesthere

Me:heyguys

Liyana:heyfriend.Iwaswonderingwhereyou

were

Me:IwasjustoutsidewithLwakho

Kwando:areyouguysanitem?

Me:wearejustfriends

Ileavethemtofinishpackinguntilsomethingin

theirconversationcatchesmyattentionandI



stopwhatI'mdoing

Kwando:yourememberApheleleright?

Liyana:whichApheleleisthis?

Kwando:theonewehaddrinkswiththeother

dayoncampus.Tall,lightskinnedskinnygirl

withtheshortPeruvianweave

Liyana:theoneyousaidisAvery'sgirlfriend?

Kwando:yesthatone

Ididn'tevenknowhername,Ijustsawherthat

dayatMcDonald'sandI'veneverseenheragain.

AtleastnowIknowtobeonthelookoutfor

Aphelele

Kwando:shethinksAveryisseeingsomefirst

yearinhistutorclass

Iswearmyheartstoppedbeatingforagood

2seconds.Aslongasshedoesn'tknowthatits

me.I'mactuallyannoyedwithAveryrightnow,

heisbeingsloppyanditsnotlikewhenshithits



theroof,hewillbetheoneattacked.This

Aphelelegirlandherfriendswillcomeatme

withgunsblazing

Liyana:AbongiweisinAvery'stutorsession.

Friend

Igoovertoherside,I'mtremblingontheinside

butI'mkeepingastraightface

Kwando:doyouknowwhothebitchthat's

sleepingwithAveryis?

Ishrugmyshoulders,Ijustfeellikethereisno

needfornamecallingthough

Liyana:aibutApheleleisbravetoevendate

Avery.Rememberhowhewaswhenhewasin

highschool?Suchamanwhore

Kwando:allSmithmenaremenwhores

Liyana:ohwow.Seriously?

Kwando:hayitchinuyayazukubauyafebamos

uShaun.Yeshelovesyoubutstillnjeuyafeba



Liyana:fuckyouKwando

WhenI'mdonepacking,IdecideI'lltakeataxi

home,IneedabreakfromAveryandhisdrama

[08/18,15:26]Mca:*4*

"Adaughterneedsadadtobethestandard

againstwhichshewilljudgeallmen"

ThemomentIgothome,Idroppedmybagon

thefloorandwrappedmyarmsaroundmydad.

I'vebeenstrugglingsomuchtoadjustfrom

seeinghimeverydaytogoingmonthswithout

seeinghim.I'mnotevengoingtolie,I'vemissed

him

Dad:woahlookatyou.Areyoueveneatingat

thatvarsityplace?Youlooksoskinny

Me:lolhawbabaI'mnotskinny,infactIthinkI

gainedalittleweightbutyesIameating

Him:andareyoucoping?Withschoolandlife

awayfromhome?



Me:Iamdad.Ireallyambutdoesn'tmeanI

don'tmissyou

Hesmiles,Istillseethepridehehasinme

everytimehelooksatme.Ilivetomakethis

manhappy,allthesacrificeshehasdonejust

formetogetaneducationwhenhestill

strugglestoreadsimplegrade1Englishbooks

becauseheneverwenttoschool.Beinga

parentissomethingelseandI'mgratefulfor

mine,IjusthopeIneverdisappointhim.After

puttingmybagsaway,Igetstartedonsupper

whileplayingmusic,Ihadtoputmyphoneon

airplanemodebecauseAverywouldn'tstop

calling.Imakericeandmincethendishupfor

us,wealwayseatinfrontoftheTV

Dad:Ididn'tthinkyouweregoingtocomeback

Me:whywouldn'tI?ItstwoweeksandDurban

isn'tfarfromhere

Him:Idon'tknowAbongiwe,youvarsitykidsdo



theweirdestofthings

Me:trustmedad.I'mtheretostudyandif

schoolisclosedthenI'llbeathome

Henods,wecatchuponchurchthingsand

whatI'vemissedaroundoursectionwhileI've

beengone.Throughoutmychildhoodmydad

hasbeenmyfriend,myfather,mymotherand

everythingelseI'veeverneededandit'snotthat

heisstrictbutitsmyrespectforhimthat

makesitseemasifheisstrict

Dad:I'mgoingtobed,youwillwatchthese

generationthingsonyourown.Ihaveworkin

themorning

Me:lolOKgoodnightdad

Him:goodnightbaby.IloveyouAbongiwemy

childandI'mhappythatyouarehome

Me:Iloveyoutoodad.

Hekissesmyforehead,leavingmewithasmile



ashegoestohisroom.NowthatI'mboredon

myown,Iturnoffairplanemodeandthetexts

startfloodingin,mostlyfromAveryandLwakho.

Idon'trespond,insteadIclearupinthekitchen

thenwatchTV.Whenmyphoneringsit's

LwakhoandIanswer

Me:heybuddy

Lwakho:finally.Istherenonetworkthereinthe

township

Me:youaregoingtoannoyme

Him:lolsotense.How'shome?How'syourdad?

Me:homeisgoodandmydadiswell.I'mglad

I'mhomehey

Him:luckyyou.Ihaveabonetopickwithyou

Me:withme?WhathaveIdone?

Him:whydidn'tyoutellmeyouadatingmy

brother?

SeriouslyAvery?Itsasifheisthegirlinthis



relationship,can'tkeepthingstohimself

Me:wheredidyougetfrom?

Him:hehasbeenmoppingsinceyouleft,

apparentlyhewassupposedtotakeyouhome

thensuddenlyyoustoppedansweringhiscalls.

Me:that'sdoesn'tmeanwearedating

Him:dudehetoldmeyouguysaredatingbut

whatbothersmeisthatwhyyoudidn'ttellme

Me:Ididn'ttellanyone,Ididn'twantthe

judgmentofdatingaguywithagirlfriend

Him:wowAbongiwe

ThethingwithLwakhoisthathenevercallsme

bymyfullname,healwaysusesthatnickname

hegavemethatIhatesonowthatheiscalling

mebymyfullname,IknowIfuckedup

Him:wellI'mgladyouareOK,wewilltalksome

othertime

Hedidn'twaitformetorespond,hejusthung



up.AfterwatchingUzaloItookabathandwent

tobed,Iwasemotionallyandphysicallydrained.

IjustwishIwasn'tfallinginlovewithAverysoI

canwalkawayfromthiswholemessbeforeit

blowsupinmyfacebutthewayhemakesme

feelintensifieswitheachpassingday.I'm

wokenupbymyphoneringing,Icheckthe

callerIDanditsAvery

Me:It'slateAvery

Avery:I'msorry

Me:whatareyousorryabout?

Him:whateverIdidthat'smakingyouhateme

somuch.I'msorry

Isigh,Icantellbythesoundofhisvoicethathe

isdrunk,thereisnootherreasonwhyHewould

becallingmeatmidnight

Me:Idon'thateyou,IwanttohateyoubutI

don'thateyou



Him:thenwhat'sgoingon?Youjustswitched

uponmethenyouwouldn'ttakemycalls

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutthisoverthe

phone.WewilltalkwhenIgetbacktoDurban

Him:fuckno.I'mcomingtheretomorrow.I

needtoseeyouAbongiwe,youleftwithout

sayinggoodbye.Imissyou

Me:youcan'tcomehere

Him:watchme.I'llcallyoutomorrow.

Hehungupleavingmewithmymouthopen

andallmysleepgone.Nahmanhewon'tcome

here,heknowshowmuchrespectIhaveformy

father.ThenextdayIpreparedbathwaterand

breakfastformydadandafterheleft,Iwent

backtobed.ItwasstillearlybutIfiguredsince

LiyanaisatShaun'ssheshouldbeupbynowso

Itextedher

Me:friend



Liyana:lookwhofinallydecidedtoswitchher

phoneon

Me:lolyesyeslet'smovealong.Howareyou

andShaun?

Her:mxmwearecivil,I'mjustheretospend

timewithmyson

Me:that'sgoodIguess.Ineedtotellyou

something

Her:lolIknowyouandAveryaredating

FatherGod,Jesusalmightykantiwhatiswrong

withthisguy.Seriouslythough

Me:sothatmeansKwandoandAphelelealso

know

Her:nah.Iknowbecausehecalledmeasking

foryourhomeaddress

Me:hesaysheiscomingoverhere.Doyou

thinkhewoulddothat?

Her:Averyiscrazysoprobablyhewill.Areyou



guysfightingorsomething?

Me:I'llupdateyoulatermngani.Letmegetup.

Wewilltalk.Imissyou

Her:missyoutoofriend

Itwas12:33whenmyphonerangwithAvery

askingformyaddress,Igaveittohimand

10minslaterhesaidhewasatthetaxistop.I

wasalreadywearingdenimshortsthatcame

justabovethekneeandaT-shirtsoIjustput

myflopson,lockedupandwenttohim.Igotin

thepassengerseat

Me:drive

Avery:whereto?

Me:Idon'tknowbutdriveawayfromhere

Hedrovetoanothersectionofthetownship,far

fromwhereIstayandparkedataparkwhere

littlekidswhereplaying

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?



Him:Icametoseeyousowecantalk.What

happenedyesterday?

Ididn'twanttolookathimbecauseIknowifI

lookathimI'mgoingtoforgetwhyI'meven

madathimandendupbeingputtyinhishands.

Iendupplayingwithmyfingers

Him:Abongiwejusttalktome.Please

Hisvoicesoundedexhaustedanddefeated

Me:Apheleleknowsyouarecheatingonher

withme.Wellshedoesn'tknowit'smebutits

justamatteroftime

Him:Iknow.Shewentthroughmyphone.Look

babythischangesnothingabouthowIfeel

aboutyouanditsureashellchangesnothing

aboutus

Me:whatifshecomesafterme?Whatthen?

Him:nooneisgoingtocomeafteryou.Just

don'tstressaboutAphelele.IcanhandleherOK



Me:OKfine

Him:good.Nowcomehereandgreetyourman

properly

IsmiledashepulledmetowardshimandI

endedupontopofhimwithmylegsoneither

sideofhisbody.Wekissedslowlyforalong

timewithhishandsrestedfirmlyonmybutt,I

startedfeelingmyselfgettingwetbutIdidn't

stopuntilIfeltsomethingpokingmeonmy

jeans

Him:whydidyoustop?

Hiseyesweresmallandredandhisvoicewas

husky

Me:youruhmyourthing

Helookedatthespacebetweenuswherehis

uhmthingwasstandingatattentionand

becausehewaswearingsweatpants,therewas

nohidingit



Him:lolsorryaboutthat.

Iwentbacktothepassengerseat,hebought

mealotofjunkfoodbeforeheleftforDurban,

wemadeadealthatI'dgobacktoDurbanina

weekinsteadoftwo.Lovecanmakeaperson

doalotofcrazythings,justyesterdayIwanted

nothingtodowithhimandnowwegoodagain.

IreallyloveAverybutI'mnotgoingtosayit

beforehedoes,Idon'twanttoendupwithegg

onmyface.We'vebeentogetherforamonth

nowandmaybeI'mmovingtoofastwiththe

feelingsbutheismyfirstboyfriend,Ihaveno

onetocomparehimtosoI'mgoingtoenjoy

thisforaslongasIcan.

[08/18,15:26]Mca:*5*

"I'mscaredtoloveyoubutI'mevenmore

scaredtowalkaway"

Aswegrowupwefacesomanyconflicts,doI

putfamilyfirstandmymansecondordoIput



mymanfirstandmyfamilysecond?Lookatit

thisway,familywillalwaysbethere,they'vehad

yourbackbeforeyouevenknewwhatamanis

butthenagain,youcan'tbuildafamilyofyour

ownwithfamily.Itsabittersweettwisted

adventurethislifething,itcomeswithno

manualandnoinstructions.Ihadtolietomy

father,mindyouI'veneverliedtothatmanin

mylifebutnowIhadtolietohimjustsoIcould

gobacktoDurbanearlyandbecauseIsaidits

schoolrelated,heallowedmebutIcouldeasily

spotthepaininhiseyes.Myheartsanktothe

pitofmystomachbutwhat'sdoneisdone.

WhenIgotoffthetaxiinDurban,Averywas

alreadywaitingtopickmeup.Reswasclosed

soIwasgoingtobespendingtheweekathis

flat,myfatherwouldbesodisappointedinme

rightnow

Avery:areyouOK?Youseemabitdistant

Me:IhatethatIliedtomydad



Him:Iunderstandbabe.Itcan'tbeeasyforyou

butI'mgladyouarehere.Weneedtofixus

Ilookathimandsmile,maybeifIkeepmeeting

himhalfway,hewillrealizethathedoesn'tneed

bothmeandApheleleandbreakupwithher.

Wegettakeawaysthendrivetotheflatwhere

wefindLwakhoandHaley.Thingsbetween

LwakhoandIarestillabittensesincethat

phonecallandIneedtofixthat,heisn'tafriend

I'dwanttolose

Me:heyguys

They:hey

IplacethefoodinthekitchenwhileAveryputs

mybaginhisroom

Me:Lwakhocanwetalkforasecond?

Hecomestothekitchen,leansagainstthewall

atadistancefromme

Me:I'msorryforwhatIsaidtheotherday.I



knowyouwouldn'tjudgeme,itsjustthatI

guessmyownguiltiswhatmademekeepthe

wholethingasecret.

Lwakho:IforgiveyoubutI'mworriedaboutyou.

Areyousureyouknowwhatyouaredoing?

Ishrugmyshoulders,Ihavezeroideaonwhat

I'mdoingbutI'mjustfollowingmyheart,being

withAveryiswhatfeelsright

Him:justbecareful.Pleasejustbecarefuland

don'tdoanythingyoudon'twanttodojustin

thenameoflove

Itakemybottomlipbetweenmyteethandnod.

Ialreadyfeellikethisrelationshipischanging

me,notphysicallybutmorallyandIdon'tthink

I'mlikingthepersonI'mbecoming.Averywalks

in,picksmeupandplacesmeonthecounter

thenkissesmynose

Lwakho:getaroomguys

Hethenwalksoutthekitchentohisgirlfriendin



thelounge.I'mnotsureifI'mvibingHaleyor

nah,sheisallsweetwhenLwakhoisaround

andIhaveafeelingsheistotallydifferentwhen

heisn't

Avery:didyouandyourfriendmakeup?

Me:yep

Him:good.Idon'tevenunderstandwhyyou

didn'ttellhimorLiyana.Theseareyourpeople

babe

Me:canIbehonest?

Him:soundsserious.Let'sgotomyroom,I

don'tthemtohearus

HepicksmeupandeventhoughIprotest,he

carriesmetohisroomandplacesmeonthe

bedthenlaysnexttome

Him:talktome

Me:Idon'twanttoshareyouanymore

Hefrownsthensitsup,Ican'treadhis



expressions

Him:youwantmetobreakupwithAphe?

Inod.IknowIsounddesperatebutthisisn't

howIpicturedmyfirstrelationshipand

somethinghasgottochange

Him:OKIwill

Me:justlikethat?

Him:babyItoldyouthatrelationshipisoverits

justthatit'snotofficialyet.Nowcomehere

Heliftedmetogetontopofhimandwestarted

kissing,Ireallyenjoykissinghim,ifitwasupto

mewewouldspendeverymomentkissing,

crazyIknow.HepulledmyT-shirtovermyhead

andmyheartstartedracingandwhenhislips

madecontactwithmyneckImadeasoundI

hadnevermadebefore.WaitwasImoaning?

Myheartbeatincreasedwhenhestarted

unbuttoningmyjeanstheninoneswiftmoveI

wasunderhimandmyjeanswerecomingoff.



Hishandsallovermynakedskinwasmaking

mefeelwavesofelectricityallovermybody

andthefeelingofhisbulgeagainstmypanties

wasEnoughformetoreleaseanothermoan,

thisonewaslouder.Whenhestartedmoving

ontopofme,iswearthoughtiwasgoingtocry,

that'showgooditfelt.Wecontinuedkissing

untilhestoppedwhileIwasstillenjoyingit

Me:what'swrong?

Ifollowedhiseyestowheretheywereleading

me,thetentinhisjeans,Ifeltmycheeks

heatingup

Me:oh

Him:Iloveyoubaby

Helovesme,Ididn'thavetosayitfirstorforce

itoutofhimbuthefinallysaidit

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hebroughthislipstomeagainandwekissed



thenhetookhisT-shirtofffollowedbyhisjeans.

Whenheslippedhishandinmypantiesand

startedrubbingonmycookiejar,Ifeltforeign

thingsallovermybody,therearesomany

amazingthingshappeningthatIdidn'tknow

whichtofocusonthemost.Whenhetried

pullingmypantiesoff,Iheldontohishand

Him:babe

Me:I'mnotreadyAvery

Him:younotready?

Me:yes.Idon'twanttogetpregnant

Him:IhavecondomsAbongiwe

Me:let'swaitforawhile.Idon'twanttorush

intoanything

Hegotofme,huffedinfrustrationandthrew

myT-shirtatmethenhegotdressedwhileIsat

thereinmybraandpantystaringathim.I

wantedtocrybecauseIdidn'tunderstandwhy



hewasangry.I'mnotreadyforallofthat.It

wouldkillmyfatherifIgotpregnant

Him:sohowlongmustIwait?Youwantmeto

breakupwithApheleleyetyouarenotreadyto

havesexwithme

Me:wow

Itookmyclothesandwenttohisbathroom.I

gotdressedthensatandcriedonthetoiletseat.

Howcouldhebesomeanandhorribleafew

minutesafterhesaidhelovesme?Iwashurt

byhiswordsbuttheymademeappreciateeven

morethatIdidn'tdoanythingwithhimtoday.

Afterawhiletherewasaknockonthedoorand

hewalkedin,Idon'tevenknowwhyIdidn'tlock.

HekneeledinfrontofmebutIdidn'twantto

lookathim

Him:I'msorrybaby.Iwasajerkforsayingthat.

Me:justdon'tpushme.We'veonlybeen

togetherforamonth.Idon'twanttorushthings



Hetookmyhandandwewentbacktothebed,

hecovereduswithathrowandmademerest

myheadonhischest

Him:Iloveyoubaby.Imeantthat,Iwasn't

sayingitjustsoyou'dhavesexwithme

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Wespentthewholeweektalking,gettingto

knoweachotherandjusthavingfun,weshared

thebedandatfirstitwasalittleweirdforme

butIgotusedtoitandwhatmademehappyis

thathedidn'ttrytopressuremetosleepwith

him.OnSundayhetookmebacktores

Me:youaregoingtobreakupwithherright?

Avery:yesbabyI'mgoingtoherrightnowand

I'mendingtherelationship

Me:OK.Letmego

Him:youcan'tleavewithoutmykiss

Me:therearepeoplearound



Wewerestandingoutsidethecar,hishands

wenttomywaistandhepulledmecloserto

him

Him:fuckthepeople

WesharedaslowkissandwhenItriedpulling

back,hewouldn'tletmeuntilhewassatisfied

thenhepeckedmylips

Him:I'llcallyoulater

Ihadthebiggestsmileonmyface

Me:OK

ThateveningLiyanacamebackfromShaun's

placeandfoundmeonthebed,textingawayon

myphone

Liyana:areyougoingtocampustomorrow?

Me:yeahwhy?

Her:don'tgothere

Igotupandwalkedovertoherside,what'sthis



aboutnow?

Me:whynot?

Her:Apheleleandhercrewaregunningforyou

Me:what?

Her:someonesentherapicofyouandAvery

kissing

ArgIdon'tcareabouther,Averyprobablyhas

alreadybrokenupwithherthat'swhyshewants

tobeatmeupnow

Me:hayimnganI'mgoingtocampustomorrow,

Ican'tnotgotoschooljustbecauseofthatgirl.

Her:OKbutbecareful

I'vebeenhearingthatphrasesomuchlately,

someoneisalwayswarningmeabout

somethinganditalwayshassomethingtodo

withAvery



[08/18,15:26]Mca:*6*

"Sometimesyouhavetostopthinkingsomuch

andjustgowhereyourhearttakesyou"

IwenttocampusthenextdayandasmuchasI

wasscaredofwhatApheleleandhercrew

coulddotome,Icametogetaneducationand

comehellorhighwater,nothingwillstopme.

OnWednesdayIhadatutorsessionwithAvery,

hehasbeenactingstrangelately,nottakingmy

callsandsometimesnotevenrespondingtomy

texts.

Me:hey

Thiswasnowafterthesession,hewasall

tensedupdespitethatwewerealoneand

everyonehadleft

Avery:heybabe

Hepulledmeinforahugthenkissedmy

foreheadandsmiled.Myheartmelted,thisguy

ismydefinitionofperfect,helooksperfectand



hisheartisjustperfect

Me:Imissyou

Him:I'msorrymylove,I'vebeenstudyinglike

crazyforthesecomingtests

Me:ohIjustthought

Hepecksmylipsandsmiles.Inevertoldhim

aboutAphelelewantingmedeadandhealso

nevertoldmewhetherhewentthroughwith

breakingupwithher

Him:youstresstoomuchbabe.Justrelax,I'm

yoursandIloveyou

Me:itsjustthat...

Him:relaxAbongiwe.Relax

Ismilethennod.Istareathimashepackshis

thingsaway,helookssosexyinthoseblack

rippedjeansandblackandwhiteG-starT-shirt.

Hehassuchasexytonedbody

Him:lolyouarestaring



Me:youaresexy

Him:lolthanksbabe.Let'sgo

Hetakesmyhandintohisandwewalkoutof

thelecturehalltowardshiscar,thisisthefirst

timehehasheldmyhandinpubliconcampus,

myheartisracingbutthesmileonmyface

showshowhappyIamaboutthis.Myphone

ringsaswegetintothecar

Me:heybuddy

Lwakho:whereareyou?

Me:I'mleavingcampus

Him:whereto?

IturntolookatAveryandaskhimwhereweare

offtoo

Me:yourplace

Him:badidea.ApheleleisherewithKwando

Me:so?Idon'tcareaboutthosepeople



Him:haveyouforgottenthatyouaredatingmy

brotherthathappenstobeAphelele'sboyfriend.

Abongspleasedon'tcomehereespeciallysince

Averyisnothere

Isigh,Idon'tthinkIhavetheenergytodealwith

AveryandApheleleandtheirdramasoItell

LwakhoI'llbeheadingtoresandhecalms

down.Suchadramakingthatone

Me:onsecondthoughtspleasejustdropmeoff

atres.Ihaveaheadache

Avery:what'sgoingon?

Me:nothing.Ihaveaheadache.Itsbeenalong

dayandIhaveaheadache

Him:Idon'tappreciatebeingliedtoAbongiwe

Me:wellneitherdoI

Him:what'sthatsupposedtome?I'venever

liedtoyou

Me:mxmwhatever



Whenwegottores,Ididn'tevenwaitforhimto

saygoodbye,Ijustgotoutthecarandwent

straighttomyroom.Itooktwopainkillersjust

tohelpmesleepthenIgotinbed.Iwashurting,

especiallybecausedespitehimlyingtome

aboutbreakingupwithAphelele,Istilllovehim

andIknowhelovesmetoo,itsjustthatIdon't

understandthisholdthatthisAphelelegirlhas

onhim,maybeitsbecauseshegiveshimsex

andIdon't.Wellifthat'sthecase,I'mnotabout

tobargainwithmyvirginityjustforthesakeof

keepingAvery.ItwillbeonlywhenI'mready

thatI'llgiveituptohim.I'mwokenupbymy

phoneringing,IknowthiscouldonlybeLwakho

ormydadbecauseIputAvery'snumberonthe

rejectlistwhenIgotinearlier.Icheckthecaller

IDanditsmydad

Me:baba

Dad:Abongiwehowareyou?

Me:I'mOKdadandhowareyou?



Him:I'mwell.AreyousureyouareOK?

Becauseyoudon'tsoundOKtome

Thismancanreadmelikeabook,heknows

whenI'mpretendingtobeOKwhenI'mnot,he

knowswhatmakesmehappyondayswhereby

Ifeellikecrap.Hejustknowsme

Me:IthinkI'mcomingdownwithflu,mynoseis

blocked

Him:ohgetsomerestandgotothedoctor

Me:Iwillbaba.Iloveyoubaba

Icanfeelhimsmilingontheotherendofthe

lineandthat'senoughtofillmyheartwithjoy

Him:IloveyouevenmoreAbongiwe.Keepwell.

Weshalltalkagaintomorrow

Ihangupandsigh,Ihatehavingtolietomydad

butIcan'texactlytellhimthatmyboyfriendisa

lyingasshole.AmonthpasseswithoutAvery

andItalking,hetriestotalktomeduringthe



tutorsessionsbutIjustblowhimoff,ifhefinds

meathisflatwithLwakho,Ileaveimmediately.

Theguysoldmedreams,hetoldmehewas

goingtobreakupwiththisAphelelepersonof

his,thathelovesmeandthatheismine.Allof

thatwasjustabunchofliesandasmuchasI

misshimlikecrazy,Ican'tdealwiththeliesand

thedrama.Examsarefastapproachingso

todayI'mstudyinginmyroomatreswith

Liyanasinceit'scoldandraining

Liyana:soyouguysarereallyover?

Me:yes.Wellhedoesn'twanttoacceptitbut

I'mdonewithhim

Her:mnganibutIknowyoulovetheguyandthe

wayhekeepspesteringyougoestoshowthat

helovesyoutoo.IgrewupwithAvery,yeshe

hasalwaysbeenaplayerbuthehasalways

beenhotandhedoesn'trunaftergirlsthat

dumphim.



Me:ohwellgoodforhim,I'mdonewithhim

though

Westudiedforawhile,mostofthedayactually

andthat'simpressiveconsideringthatitsFriday.

Liyanasuggestedthatweshouldloosenup,

Shaunwantstotakeusoutclubbing.Nowthe

thingaboutmeisthatI'veneverbeentoaclub,

Idon'teventhinkIhaveanythingtowearthat's

appropriateforaclub

Liyana:I'llsortyououtwithwardrobe.

Me:Idon'tknowhowtowalkinheels

Her:pumpswillbefinewiththedressIhavein

mindandShaunwillbewithhisbrother,

Kwando'stwin

Irollmyeyes,amaleversionofKwando.The

thoughtisenoughtomakemewanttovomitin

mymouth.Wegetreadyandinafewminutes

Shaunisoutside.Shehugstheguys,kisses

Shaunforthelongesttime.Ididsaythesetwo



willexhaustyouwiththeirstupidfights

Liyana:Kwandsthisismyfriendandroommate

Abongiwe.MnganithisisShaun'sbrother

Kwandile

Ismileandweshareahug,anotherhotSmith

boy.Hedoesn'tcomeclosetoAverybutheis

hotyenashame,lookslikeKwandobutdoesn't

soundlikeheratall.Wegotocubana,order

virgincocktailsbecauseonlyKwandileand

Shaunarethedrinkershere,LiyanaandIarenot

aboutthatlife

Kwandile:sowhereareyoufromAbongiwe?

Hehasadeepsexyvoiceandthosebedroom

lazyeyes

Me:Esikhawini...itsatownshipsoIdoubtyou

knowwherethatis

Helaughs

Him:areyoualwayssojudgmental?



Me:I'mnotjudgmentalbutIknowyouare

Xhosasohowwouldyouknowasmall

townshipinKZN

Him:I'vebeenthereonceortwice,mycousin

livestherenow.Shehasabigauditingfirmin

Empangeni.AnqobeAuditors.Doyouknowit?

Ialmostchokeonmydrink,thepersonthat

cameupwiththewords"itsasmallworld"

knewexactlywhathewastalkingabout.

Me:IknowitbutIdon'tknowtheowners.They

arepayingformystudies

Him:youmustbeprettysmartinthatcase

Ismileandenjoytherestofthenightjust

talkingtoKwandileandgettingtoknowabit

abouthimwhilethelovebirdskeepsucking

face.SuddenlyIneedtopeeandheadtothe

bathroom,whenIwalkoutmyeyeslandon

Avery,heiswithAphelele,Kwando,Wandileand

somegirlI'veneverseenbefore.Iwishthe



groundcouldopenupandswallowme,he

doesn'tseemeasIrushovertoourtable,I

don'tknowwhathurtsmethemostbetween

knowingthathereallydidlietomeorseeing

himwithAphelelewhilemyheartbeatsforhim

Kwandile:areyouOK?

Inodandshakemyheadatthesametime,I

feelmytearsthreateningtorolldownmy

cheeks

Me:guysdoyoumindifIleave?

Liyana:leave?Why?Ithoughtyouwerehaving

fun

Me:lookoveratthebar

Sheturnsherheadaroundandspotsthemand

pityfillshereyes

Liyana:OKlet'sgoguys

Me:youguyscanstay,I'lltakeacabor

something



Liyana:areyousuremngani?

BeforeIcouldanswer,Ifeltsomeonehovering

meandIdidn'tevenhavetoturnaroundto

knowwhoitwasbecausehisscentjustfilled

ourwholetable

Avery:heyguys.KwandsIdidn'tknowyouwere

intown

Kwandilegetsup,giveshimamanlyhug,right

nowIjustwanttoleavesoIgetup,takemy

phoneandjacket

Me:thanksfortonightguys.Ireallyhadfun

Shaun:weshoulddoitagainsometime

Kwandile:probablybeforeIhavetoleavefor

CapeTown

Ismileashegetsuptogivemeahugthen

Shaungetsupaswell

Liyana:letmewalkyouout

Avery:I'llwalkherout



Me:noitsfine.I'llbeOKonmyown

IwalktowardstodoorandofcourseAvery

followsme.Hejustwantshisgirlfriendtofuck

meup,that'sallthisis.Whenwegotherethere

werealotofcabsjustchillingoutsideandnow

thatIneedone,thereIsn'toneinsight

Avery:pleaseletmetakeyouhome

Me:no

Him:Abongiweplease.Youaregoingtobe

waitinghereforforeverbeforeacabshowsup

anditscold

Hewasn'tlyingaboutitbeingcold,itsalmost

winterandtherainfromearlierisn'tcompletely

gone

Me:fine

Wewalktowardshiscar,heopensthedoorfor

meandIgetin.Myheartisliterallybeatingin

mythroatrightnowandIcanfeelhowhekeeps



glancingatmybarethighsbecausethisdressI

gotfromLiyanabarelyreachestheknees.He

clearshisthroatandIknowheisabouttosay

something

Him:youlooknice

Me:thanks

Hemissestheturntomyresanddrives

towardshisflat

Me:whereareyoutakingmeAvery?

Him:wherewecantalk.Afterwearedone

talking,I'lltakeyoubacktoresIpromise

Me:Idon'twanttotalktoyouAverySmith.Just

leavemealone

Him:Iloveyou.Ican'tjustleaveyoualone

Wegettotheflatandwegoin,straighttohis

roombecauseI'mcoldandtheloungeis

freezing.Hetossesmeafleeceblanket

Me:I'mnotgoingtosleephere



Him:Iknowbaby

Me:don'tcallmethat

Him:OKjusttellmewhatIdidwrongsoIcan

fixitandwecangobacktowhatweusedtobe.

Please

Me:gotoAphelele

Hesighsashetakesoffhisjacketfollowedby

hisT-shirt,IswallowspitwhenIseehisabs,his

bodyissofreakentonedandsosexythenhe

getsunderthefleeceandpullsmecloserto

him

Him:Idon'tknowwhatmoreyouwantmetodo

toprovetoyouthatIloveyou.I'mherewithyou,

whereisAphe?

Me:sheisstillyourgirlfriend,yousaidyouwill

breakupwithher

Him:Itriedandthenshecalledmymomand

sheshoutedatmeforbreakingAphelele'sheart.



Shepracticallyforcedmetogetbacktogether

withher

Me:butyoudidn'ttellmethat.Youmademe

believethatIwasyouronlyone

Him:that'sbecauseinmyheartyouare.I

promiseyou

Ididn'trespondbecausethemorehespoke,the

moreIbelievedhim.Idon'tcareaboutAphelele,

heleftherattheclubandheisherewithme

rightnow.Hewantstobewithme

Him:Iloveyoubaby

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hegotontopofme,staredatmeforawhile

untilIlookedawayshyly

Him:youaresobeautiful

Wekissedwhilehetookmydressoff,ithada

zipinthefrontsoitwasn'tsodifficultto

removeit,mybrafollowedbutwhenhereached



formypanties,Istoppedhimagain

Me:Iknowyouarenotready,Ijustwantto

pleasureyou,wewon'tdoanythingyoudon't

wanttodo

Inodded

Him:youtrustmeright?

InoddedagainasIletgoofhishandandmy

pantiescameoff.Hekissedthelowerhalfof

mybody,startingfrommyfeettowardsmy

innerthigh,gentlybitingonitandwhenhegot

tomycookie,Iwasalreadyholdingmybreath.

HistonguemadecontactwithmyclitandI

moanedloudlywhilefistinghiscurlyhairand

holdinghisheadinplace.Mybodyquiveredas

heatemeout,I'veneverfeltsuchimmense

pleasureinmylife,Ineverwantedhimtostop.

WhenIfeltmybodytenseup,removedhis

tongue,replacingitwithafingerwhichmade

memoveuponthebed



Him:I'llbegentle

Me:don'thurtme

Him:trustme

Heinserteditinme,gentlymovingitinandout

whilesuckingandflickinghistongueovermy

clituntilIfeltit,ithitmelikeawaveofevery

amazingfeelingthereisintheworld

Me:Aveeeeerry

Mybodyjerkedandshookuncontrollably,I've

neverfeltsomethingthisamazingbeforeandI

nevernotwanttofeeliteveragain.Hecleaned

meupusinghistongue,IwasstillsensitivesoI

keptjerkingatthefeelofhistongueonmy

cookie.Whenhekissedmylips,Icouldtaste

myselfonhim,wekissedforawhilethenhe

brokethekissandlookedatme,hiseyeswere

redandsmall

Him:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo

Heheldmeinaspooningposition,Icouldfeel

hiserectionpressedonmynakedassthrough

hisjean

Him:sleepmylove,Iwanttotakeaquick

ShowerthenI'lljoinyou.

Me:ok

[08/18,15:26]Mca:*7*

"Whateveryoudo,don'trunbacktowhatbroke

you"

IjustfinishedmyJuneexams,I'mmentally

exhaustedbutatthesametimeI'mexcited

aboutallthetimeI'mgoingtobespendingwith

mybae.AveryandIhavebeentogetherfor

3months,we'vedoneeverythingexcepthaving

sexandalthoughIwasn'tmuchofafanof

goingdownonhimatfirst,nowIthinkIenjoyit

becauseofthepleasureitbringstohim.



Liyana:I'mdreadingtheseholidays

Me:whyisthat?

Wewerecuddleduponherbedwatching

season3ofgossipgirlwhilehavinghot

chocolateandpizza.Therainoutsideisthe

reasonwhywehaven'tgoneouttocelebrate

beingdonewithexams,wearebothnotclub

goinggirlsbutwedogooutformoviesand

lunchdateswithAveryandShaun.

Her:Ihavetogohomeandmyparentsarenot

partoftheShaunSmithfanclub.Theynever

forgavehimforgettingmepregnantatayoung

age

Me:itsbeensolongthoughandtheylove

Mangiright?

Her:theyadorehimandIknowShaunwon'tlet

megohomewithhimandthisistheonlytime

I'llgettospendtimewithMangiwithouthaving

toworryaboutschool



Me:Isaytalktoyourparents,reasonwiththem

aboutyouspendingtwoweeksthissideand2

weeksathome

Her:mydadwon'tallowthatandmomonly

doeswhatdadsays.SometimesIjustwish

auntieLwawasmymom,sheisunderstanding

andreasonable.

AndIwishIhadamombutIwasn'tgoingto

saythatbecauseitwouldforcemetotalk

aboutherandIdon'tlikedoingthatandevenifI

did,Idon'tknowanythingaboutherexceptthat

sheleftonemorningwhenIwas3monthsold

andneverlookedback.Itusedtobothermebut

Idon'tcareanymore,I'mdoingwellwithouther.

AtextcamethroughonmyphonefromLwakho

sayingtheyarehavingachillasathisplaceand

weshouldcomethrough.IshowedittoLiyana

andsheliterallyjumpedoutofbedleavingme

laughingonherbed,Ichangedintoskinnyjeans,

sneakersandablacksweaterthenIworea



beanie.Iwasstillkeepingmyhairnaturalbutit

hasgrownandhasbecomedifficulttocontrol

Liyana:mnganiI'mgoingtogetmyhairdone

tomorrowandyouarecomingwith

Iscratchmyafroandlookather.Idon'thave

moneytodomyhairhereandIlikemyhairasit

is

Me:I'mbrokemngani

Her:Averyisn't.Let'sgo

Me:Ican'taskhimformoney.I'mnotagold

digger

Werushtogetintothecarbecauseitsraining

catsanddogsthenshedrivesustoLwakho

andAvery'sflat

Her:itsnotbeingagolddigger,youwanttodo

yourhairandyouarebroke.Heisyourman,he

canhelpyouout

Idon'tknowaboutthis,Ineverpicturedmyself



relyingonanothermanapartfrommydad.

Whenwegettotheflat,itsnottoopackednor

isitemptybutitsverywarm.Lwakhoseesus

andcomestogreetus,thiswholetimemyeyes

arewanderingaround,I'mhopingtoseeAvery

butIdon't.IshareahugwithLwakhothenhe

hugsLiyana

Me:Idon'tseeyourbrother

Lwakho:heisn'there.HeiswithApheleleIthink

IfeelmyheartbreakbutItrymybestnotto

showitandLwakhostartslaughing.Ihatehim

Lwakho:youshouldhaveseenhowquicklyyou

wentfromexcitedtoconstipatedinaspaceof

asecond

Ihithimplayfullythenheleadsustothe

balconywhereAveryandhisfriendsarechilling

andsmokinghubbly.Whenheseesme,hegets

upandwrapshiscoldarmsaroundmethen

givesmeasoftpeck



Avery:heybabeIdidn'tknowyouwerecoming

Liyana:that'sbecauseyoudidn'tinviteus

AverylaughsashegivesLiyanaahug.

Avery:heyLiyana

AsmuchasIlovemybae,Ilovebeingwarm

moresoweleavethemonthebalconyandgo

backinside,thereispunchandandotherdrinks

alloversoIhaveabitofpunch,ittasteslike

juiceanywayanditsreallynice

Lwakho:youknowthathasalcoholinitright?

Me:Ican'ttasteitthough.IttasteslikeI'm

drinkingjuice

Kwando:sowhydidn'twegetaninvitetothis

partyofyoursLwaks?

Idon'tevenknowWhenshewalkedinbutsheis

herewithApheleleandtwoothergirls,she

hasn'tspottedmebecausetheyarestillgoing

offatLwakhofornotinvitingthem.Myheartis



racing,I'mscaredbutatthesametimeI'm

hopingnoonewilltouchmewithAveryaround.

Itakeasipofmypunchwhilekeepingmyhead

loweredprayingthattheydon'tseeme

Aphe:andwhereismybaevele?

Lwakho:didn'tyouguysbreakup?

Aphe:Idon'tthinkthat'sanyofyourbusiness

andjustbecausethebitchheiscurrently

fuckingisyourfrienddoesn'tmeanyouneedto

involveyourselfinmybusiness

Lwakho:thenfindhimyourdamnselfsinceall

ofthisisnotmybusiness

ShewalkstowardsthebalconydoorandasI

raisemyeyestolookatLwakho,theylockwith

thoseofKwandoandIswearIfeellikemy

ancestorshaveturnedtheirbacksonme

Kwando:holdonchomam,Averycanwait.Look

whatwehavehere.Yizapha



Aphelelecatwalkstowardsthecouch,now

everyoneislookinginourdirection,Ithinktoday

isthedayI'llmeetmymaker,Icanfeelitinthe

wayApheleleislookingatme.

Aphe:whoisthis?

Kwando:that'sAbongiwe

OKsosuddenlysheknowsmyname,theone

dayIwasprayingshewouldcallmeAyabonga,

shedecidestogetmynameright.Myancestors

arenotaboutthelifeofmetoday.Aphelele

looksatmewithconfusionthenstartslaughing

Aphe:youarejokingright?ThisisthegirlAvery

ischeatingwith?Issheevenagirl?

UyangjwayelayazuAvery,cheatingonmewith

afuckenlesbian

Lwakho:cutthatshitoutAphelele.Comeon

now

Aphe:Itoldyoutostayoutofmybusiness.



Sheturnstome,chewsgumwhilesizingmeup,

stillgiggling

Aphe:yawenasfebe

ThethingaboutmeisthatasmuchasI'mnot

muchofafighter,Ihaveaveryshorttemper

andifyoudaresteponmycorners,I'llloseit

andI'mlosingitrightnowbecauseI'monmy

feet

Me:askies?

Aphe:lolsoyouarelesbian,dumbanddeaf.

Me:what'syourpoint?

Aphe:mypointisfindyourownmanandleave

minealone

Me:isthatit?Youarecausingsomuch

commotionoveraguy?Awkahlesisi

Itriedsittingdownbutsheheldontomyarm

andthatpissedmeoffevenmore,itwasclear

thatsheisacheesegirlandifIwastohither,



shewouldprobablybreak

Me:letgoofme

Her:orwhat?

Kwando:slapthebitchchomi

Liyana:ifyoudaretouchheryouwillhavemeto

dealwith.

Avery:what'sgoingon?

HeseesApheleleholdingontomyarmandhis

eyesinstantlyfillwithrage

Him:letAbongiwego

Aphe:I'mnotdonewithyourlittlelesbianskank

Hewalksclosertous,pushingthecrowd

aroundusaway

Him:ApheleleI'mnotgoingtorepeatmyself.

Lethergo.

Sheletgoofme,clickinghertongueand

walkingtowardsAverywhileIsatdownand



downedtherestofmypunch,IthinkwhenIsaw

themwalkingtowardshisroomithitmethatno

matterwhathappens,nomatterhowmuch

timehespendswithmeandnomatterhow

muchhedefendsme,I'llalwaysbetheside

chickwhileAphelelegetspulledintothe

bedroom

Kwando:youarestillawhorethough.Nxa

bloodylesbian

Igotupandslappedherbeforeanyonehada

chancetostopme,shetriedfightingbackbutI

kickedherinthestomachandshecurledonthe

floorwhileLwakhopulledmetohisroomand

lockedthedoor

Lwakho:whatthehell?

Me:aiitsbeenalongtimecoming.Shehas

beenaskingforitforweeksnow

Him:doyouknowthatifshecallsherdad,he

willbehereinlessthan24hrsandallshitwillgo



down

Me:mxm

AsifIcare.MydadwillalsobehereifIneed

him,shemustbragaboutamotheratleast

that'ssomethingIdon'thave

Him:lolyouaresuchaproblemwhenyouare

drunk

Me:Iwanttosleep

Igotohisbathroom,peethenputonhisT-shirt

andgetinbed.Myheadfeelslikeitsspinning,

I'mneverdrinkingalcoholeveragain.Iwas

wokenupbysomeoneliftingmeoffthebed,I

openedoneeyeandrealizedthatitsAvery

Avery:pleasedon'tfightme.Idon'thavethe

energy

IremainedsilentasheWalkedwithmetohis

roomandplacedmeonthebedbeforetaking

Lwakho'sT-shirtofmybody.Idon'tknow



whetheritthealcoholorwhatbutIwashorny

Me:Ineedafavor

Hewasstrippingandgettingreadytogetinbed

Him:I'mlistening

Me:pleasemakemecum

[08/18,15:26]Mca:*8*

"Yournakedbodyshouldonlybelongtothose

whofallinlovewithyournakedsoul"

Whenhedidthatthingwithhistongueand

fingersthatalwaysbringstomenumerous

orgasms,Ireturnedthefavorbygoingdownon

him,hismoansandgroansarealwayssuch

greatmotivationforme.Whenhefilledmy

mouthwithhisseeds,Irantogospititoutand

rinsemymouth.Icandoitallbutswallowing

spermsisn'toneofthosethings,thetasteisn't

evenpleasant,Idon'tknowhowpeopledothe

wholeswallowingthing.WhenIgotbacktothe



bed,hiseyeswereallsmallandredandhewas

givingmethatlookhealwaysgivesmeafter

ourmakeoutsessions,thatlookofwantingus

togofurtherandinallhonesty,Iwasn't

satisfied.

Me:babe

Avery:itslatebaby,weshouldgetsomesleep

Me:youarestillhard

Icouldfeelhiserectiononmythighandhestill

hadhisfingersbetweenmylegs,playingwith

mycookie

Him:andyouarestillwet

Me:let'sgoon.Iwanttodoitwithyou.I'm

ready

Heliftedhisheadfromthebedtolookatme,it

wasdarkbutthelightfromoutsidewasenough

formetoseehimabit

Him:areyousure?



Inodded.Heopenedhisdrawer,reachingfor

condomsIassume,thewholetimeIwas

thinkingtomyself,Iamreadyandlosingmy

virginityat19totheguyIloveandwholoves

mecan'tbethatbad.Therearepeoplethat

havelostitatayoungerage.Hestrokedhis

dickandIswallowedhard,thatthingishuge,

mostprobablywilltearmycookieintopieces.

Whenherolledthecondomon,Istartedhaving

secondthoughts,Idon'twanttofeelthepain

thatiscomingmyway

Him:areyouOK?

Me:don'thurtme

Him:I'lltry

Hegotontopofme,kissedmedeeplywhilehis

fingers,twotobeexactplayedbetweenmylegs,

Iwasenjoyingthefeelinguntilheremoved

themandhisdickpressedhardagainstmyclit

andItensedup



Him:relaxbaby

Ididn'trespond,Ifeltittryingtostretchmy

wallsandthefrictionofthecondomwas

makingithurtevenmorebuttherewasnoway

I'mhavingthiswithoutacondom,forgetit.I'll

justsoldieronthroughthispain.Hepushedin

slowlyandthedeeperhewentinthemoreit

hurt,Iwantedtorunbuthehadmehelddown

onthebed

Me:fuckAveryhayisukabruhhaihai

Me:I'msorrybabeI'msorry

Hepushedthroughuntilhewasallthewayin

andIscreamedinagony.Fuckthisshitis

painful.Iwasintears,hekissedmyforehead

andwipedmytears

Him:I'msorry.ItwillgetbetterIpromiseyou.I

loveyou

Wekissedagain,himnotremovinghislipsfrom

meashemovedslowlybackandforthbutI



couldn'tstopcryingbecauseitwassopainful.I

justwantedhimtofinishsowecanstopand

afterwhatfeltlikeamillionyears,hecame,

pulledhimselfoutthenkissedmyforeheadand

tookthecondomoffandthrewitonthefloor.

Mycookiefeltlikeahotburningcoalhadbeen

shovedinthere.Hepulledmetolayontopof

himashewrappedhisarmsaroundmeandmy

headrestedonhischest.Iwasstillintearsand

herepeatedlykeptkissingmyforehead

Him:I'msorry

Me:it'sOK

Him:whatcanIdotomakeyoustopcrying?I

hateseeingyoulikethis

Me:I'llbefineAvery.Let'ssleep

Him:pleasedon'thateme.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Andjustlikethat,myvirginitywasgoneandI



wasleftwithaburninghotcookiebutIdon't

regretit.IlovemybaeandIfeltreadytodoit

withhim,Ijustfeellikesomeoneshouldhave

warnedmeaboutthepain.NextdayIwokeup

withahangoverandapainfulvagina,alcohol

andsexhaveseenthelastofme.Ipromiseyou.

Averyhadhisarmswrappedaroundmetightly,

asifIwasgoingtosneakoutinthemiddleof

thenightorsomethingandwhenItriedgetting

outofhisholdheheldmetighter

Me:baby

Avery:hmmm

Me:Ineedtopee,move

Him:hmmm

Ipinchedhisarmsandheletgoofme.After

peeing,Iwaddledbacktohisroomandfound

himsittingonthebed,Ihadwashedmyface

andrinsedmymouthandhewasjuststaringat

me,Iwasnaked,waddlingaroundlikea



penguinandhewasjuststaringatme,trying

veryhardnottolaugh

Me:ifyoulaugh,itwon'tendwellforyou

Him:lolI'mnotgoingtolaugh

Hegotup,changedthesheetsbecausethose

oneshadbloodonthemandIpassedbywhere

thecondomwasonthefloorandpickeditup

withtoiletpaper.IgotmyhairdonewithLiyana,

shepracticallytookthemoneyoutofAvery's

walletherselfandhedidn'tseemtomind.Igot

straightbackdonewhileshegotbraids

Liyana:sowhathappenedlastnightbecause

whenIwantedistoleave,Iwastoldyouwere

sleeping

Me:thatwholeepisodewithKwandoand

Apheleleexhaustedme

Liyana:speakingofKwando,hermomcalled

thismorning,apparentlyshesaidthatwe

attackedher



Mxmsomuchunnecessarydrama.Ican'tdeal

withthatgirlbutonethingIknowisthatshe

willstartrespectingmenowandstopthinking

shecanwalkallovermejustbecauseI'mpoor.

Me:soAveryandIfinallywentallthewaylast

night

Her:what?Omgandhowwasit?

Me:fuckenpainfulishowitwas.GoshI'mnever

havingsexagain.ThatIcanpromiseyou

Shelaughed.I'mnotjoking,I'llnotsignupfor

walkinglikeapenguinallthetime.Aftergetting

ourhairdone,wegotlunchandwenttovisit

Shaun,Iwasonlytaggingalongforthesakeof

seeingMangi.Heissuchacuteboy

Me:noloveydoveyplease.Therearekidsinthe

house

Shaun:lolyourselfincluded?

Me:yesofcourse.Ben10wamareyougood?



Iwaskickingtheballaroundintheyardwith

Mangiwhilehisparentsdisheduplunch

Mangi:I'mfine.Myauntiscomingtomorrow

Me:Kwando?

Him:that'sKwando,Idon'tcallheraunt.My

auntieYaya.Daddy'stwin

ShaunandLiyanacameoutwiththeribsand

wingsandwesatandatetogether,talking

nonsense.ThatweekendIhadtogohome,my

resultswereoutandIdidwell,extremelywell

actually.Averycametopickmeupfromres,he

wasdrivingmehome.WeleftDurban,stopping

atthegaragetogetsnacksanddrinksandwent

onourway

Me:areyougoinghometheseholiday?

Avery:yeahwehaveto.Haven'tbeenhome

sinceJanuary

Me:pleasebehave



Him:hawbabyIalwaysbehave.Youaregoing

tohavetostarttrustingmeAbongiwe

ItsdifficulttotrustAvery,notjustbecauseof

thewholeAphelelethingbutbecauseofthe

wayheissuchachickmagnet,girlslikehim

andhegetsoverlyfriendlywiththembutthe

momentIgetfriendlywithaguy,hewantsto

attacktheguy.IthinkifLwakhowasn'this

brotherthenhewouldhavecutthatfriendshipa

longtimeago

Him:I'mgoingtomissyousomuchbutwe'll

talkeveryday.IpromiseOK

Wehuggedinthecar,Ididn'twantpeople

seeingmehuggingaguyinmystreet.Yeswe

werefarfromthehousebutstillnjethese

peoplearenosy

Me:I'llmissyoutoobabe

WesharedakissandIgotoutwithmybagand

plasticbagofgoodies.WhenIwalkedintothe



house,itwasempty,daddidsayhewasgoing

tobeatworkanywaysoIjustcleanedaround

thencooked.Iwasdonecookingaround4soI

justchilledintheyardwithmyphone,texting

LiyanaandLwakho.Iwasenjoyingthefeelof

thewintersun,dadcameback,Idishedupand

weatewhilewatchingTV

Dad:yourhairlooksnice

Me:ngyabongababa

Him:Ihopeyouarenottryingtoimpresssome

boywiththisnewlookofyours

Me:ofcoursenotbaba.I'mnotkissingboysin

Durban,IpromisedyouthatI'monlygoingthere

tostudyandthat'sit

Him:good

IgotanSMSfrommybursarypeoplethatI

shouldcometotheofficesnextweektosign

formysecondsemestermoney.Idecidedthat

I'llgoonMondaysinceitsnotlikeIhaveplans



fortheholidays.ThenextdayIwenttochurch,

itwasamazingasusualandaftertheservice

wehadchoirpracticewhichI'veneverbeena

fanofbecauseofthosejudgmentalgirlsthere.

EspeciallySbahleandNobahle.Theyaresisters

andtheyarealwaysinpeople'sbusinesses

Sba:IheardyouliveInDurbannow

Me:sortof

Noba:itshows.Youlookgoodnow

OhsoIlookedliketrashbefore?MxmseewhyI

don'tlikethem?Annoyinglittlecows

Sba:welluyazamashame.Youevendidyour

hair.Wow

Me:OK

Iwalkedawayfromthemandwenttotheother

girlsandafterchoirIwenthome.Itriedcalling

Averybuthisphonewentstraighttovoicemail

andIcouldn'tcallLwakhobecauseweagreed



thatmyrelationshipwithhisbrotherisnotpart

ofourfriendship.ThewayIwasmissingmy

baethoughyetit'sonlybeenadaybutIdon't

wanttoseemclingy.OnMondayIwokeup

early,cleanedaroundthehouse,bathedand

woreoneofmychurchdresses,theblackand

whiteonewithverticalstripeswithblack

sandals,Ihadthismeetingwithmybursary

people.WhenIarrivedthere,Ilookedsolost,

thebuildingwashuge.Iwenttoreceptionist,

greetedandtoldherwhyIwasthereandshe

directedmetooneofthedirector'soffice.The

nameonthedoorreadSinokunqobaZungu.I

tookinadeepbreathandknockedbeforeI

heardacomeinfromtheothersideofthedoor.

Iturnedthehandlenervously,Idon'tevenknow

whyIwassoscaredbutthereisjustsomething

aboutmeetingupwithpeopleinhighplaces

thatmakesoneextremelynervous.Thelady

behindthedeskwasgorgeousandshelooked

rich,yesshewasrichbutsheevenlookedrich,



dressedinatightfittinglaceroyalbluedress,

redheelsandaredcoathungfromherchair

Sino:hello.Don'tbenervous.Comecloser

Iwalkedtowardsherdeskandsatdownacross

her,shehadawarmsmile,Ijusthopeitsreal

andsheisn'tlikethosewhitepeoplewhosmile

atblackpeopleawkwardly

Her:wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Me:juiceplease.Orangejuice

Shespoketosomeoneonthephonetobring

thejuicethenshepulledoutafilewithmy

nameonit

Her:yourschoolemailedusyourresultsandif

youkeepthisup,youmightjustfindyourself

withajobherewhenyougraduate

Me:wowreally?

Ourjuicewasbroughtin,Itookasipandplaced

itbackonthecoaster



Her:mypartnerwantedtomeetyouaswellbut

shehadtopickherbrotherupfromtheairport.

Me:alright

IsignedallthepapersIneededtosignthenI

wastoldtogototheITdepartmenttogeta

newlaptopsinceIdidn'thaveone.Ican'teven

begintoexplainthejoyinmyheartwhenIgot

thelaptop,thefruitsofmylaborIguess.AsI

waswalkingout,IwasbusytextingLwakho

aboutmynewlaptopwhenIbumpedinto

someone,almostdroppingthelaptop

Me:I'msorry.Ishouldhavebeenlookingwhere

Iwasgoing

??:itsprobablymyfault,I'malwaysbusyonthis

phone

IliftedmyheadandwhenIsawwhoIhad

bumpedinto,Iwantedtolaugh.ArgIknowthis

guythough.WellImethimonce,Ievenforgot

hisname



Him:Abongiweright?

Ismiled,IwasalsofeelingbadbecauseIdon't

rememberhisnamebutIknowheisrelatedto

KwandoinsomewaybecausewhenImethim,

hewaswithher

Lady:areyoucoming?

Nowthat'sabeautifulwoman,herweaveis

perfection,thoseredbottomshoeslookhella

expensiveandthatGuccihandbagisprobably

worthmywholevarsitytuition.Sheiswearing

minimummakeupyetshelookssoflawless

Him:givemeasec

Heturnstolookatme,stillsmiling,hehasbig

browneyesandperfectstraightwhiteteeth

Him:itwasnicetoseeyouagainAbongiwe.

HopefullyI'llstillseeyouaround

Inoddedandwalkedaway.IknewIwasn't

goingtobeseeinghimaroundhereagain,him



andhisgirlfriendareprobablyintownfor

businessorsomethingandtheyarestayingina

hotelinRichard'sBay.Lolheylistentome

goingonasifIknowtheguy'slife.Igethome,

chargemylaptopthenmadeasandwichand

OrosthenwatchedamovieonTV,that's

basicallywhatI'llbedoingallholidaysapart

fromcleaninghousesandgoingtochurchin

theafternoonsonselecteddays.Ihavequitea

boringlifebutIlikeitthatwaybecauseitsless

drama.IhaveenoughdramagoingoninDurban

anyway.

[08/18,15:28]Mca:*9*

"Yourmistakesdon'tdefineyou"

IrememberwhenIaskedLiyanawhyshe

doesn'thaveShaunonFacebookandwhythey

don'tpostabouttheirrelationshipandshetold

meit'sbecausesuchbehaviorinvitespeople

intoyourrelationship,evenpeoplethatdon't

havegoodintentionswillsuddenlyhave2cents



commentstoaddtohowyoushouldreactto

howyourmantreatsyou.Ineverpaidherany

mindbecauseIhaveAveryonFacebook,weare

notallloveydoveyandIdon'tpostthingsonhis

wall,that'swhatApheleledoes.SoI'mbackat

res,schoolopenstomorrowandI'msettingup

theinternetconnectiononmylaptop.Idecide

totestitoutbygoingonFacebookandthefirst

thingIseeisenoughtoshattermywholeworld

intopieces,Iblinkafewtimes,evenrubmy

eyes.MaybeI'mnotseeingclearly.Itsapicture

ofthelefthandwitharingonitplacedontopof

anultrasoundscan.IimmediatelydialAvery's

numberandittakesmestraighttovoicemail,

itsbeenoffthewholeholidaysandnowI'm

freakingout.Howisitthatoneminuteweare

fine,youaremyboyfriend,youlovemeandthen

nextminuteyouareengagedandexpectinga

babywithyourothergirlfriend.Thesame

girlfriendthatIwasmadetobelieveisjustin

yourlifebecauseofyourmom.Ishiftedmy



eyesbetweenmylaptop,myphoneandthe

positivepregnancytestonmybedthatItook

whenIgotbacktores.Whenmyperiodsdidn't

showupduringtheholidays,Iknewsomething

waswrong.

Liyana:IjustsawonFacebook.AreyouOK?

Howareyouholdingup?

Shewalkedintofindmeonmybed,Iquickly

hidthepregnancytestunderthebedand

remainedcurledupunderthecoversandcrying

myeyesout,Ineverthoughitwaspossibleto

hurtthismuch,especiallyoveraguybuthereI

am

Me:heshouldhavegivenmeaheadsupLiyana

butforhimtojustswitchoffhisphoneandthen

havethatshitblastedalloverFacebookisjust

noton.Ihatehim.Ihatehimsomuch

Her:I'msosorryAbongiwe,youdon'tdeserve

this.Averyisanassholebutheisanasshole



thatlovesyou

Me:helovesme?Youdon'tproposeto

someoneelsewhileyouclaimtoloveanother

person.HeusedmeLiyana,hewantedsexand

hegotitthenhewenttoAphelele.Sheis

pregnant

ShepulledmeinforahugandIcriedinher

arms,I'veneverfeltlikethisbefore.Idon'teven

wanttostepoutofthisroom,Ijustwanttostay

inbedfeelingsorryformyself

Her:weshouldgoout,justsoyoudon'thaveto

thinkaboutit

Ishookmyhead,Icanalreadypicturepeople

fromthisreslookingatme,probablylaughing

atmeforthefoolthatIam.Hemadeuspublic

onlyforhimtodothistome,Idon'tthinkIcan

everfacethepublicworldeveragain

Me:maybetomorrow,todayIjustwanttostay

inbedandfeelsorryformyself



Her:wehaveschooltomorrowandIreallyhate

seeingyoulikethis.Itsbreakingmyheart

Ifakeasmilethenturntheotherwaywhileshe

getsuptogotohersideoftheroom.Imust

havecriedmyselftosleepbecauseIwas

wokenupbymyphoneringing,whenIsawthat

itwasAvery,Iignoredthecallbuthewouldn't

stopcallingsoeventuallyIanswered.

Me:hello

Ihadtoclearmythroatbecausemyvoice

wasn'taudible

Me:uhmhello

Avery:I'moutsideyourrespleasecomeout

Me:no

Avery:Abongiweplease

HisvoicewasfirmandIhadmissedit,Ihad

missedhim.YesIhatehimbutIstilllovehim,I

don'teventhinkI'mmakingsense



Me:I'mcoming

Ihungup,fixedmyhair,Ihadundonethe

straightbackbeforeIlefthomesoIwasback

tomyafro.Iputonmyslippers,tookmykeys

andapproachedthedoor

Liyana:andthen?

Me:Averyisoutside.I'mgoingtotalktohim

ShenoddedbutIknewshefeltitwasn'tagood

idea,IalsofeltthatwaybutIneededanswers

andIwon'tgetthemfromcryinginbed.I

steppedoutsidetofindhimstandingnexttohis

carwithhisphoneinhishand.Iapproached

himandwhenhesmiledIswearmyheart

melted,heopenedhisArmsandIalreadyfelt

likethiswasabadideabecauseseeinghim

rightnow,allIwantedwastofindcomfortinhis

arms.HewrappedthemaroundmeandItook

inhisheavenlyscent

Avery:I'vemissedyousomuchbabe



Hepulledbackandbroughtmyfacetohis

beforekissingme.Goshitfeltsoamazing,I

wantedtosmileandcryatthesametime,his

handswenttomyass,grabbingitandI

releasedasoftmoanwhichhematchedwitha

deepgroan

Him:youalwayslooksobeautiful

Ifakedasmile

Me:thankyou

Hestaredatmeforawhile,hiseyestoldme

thatheknowsthatIknowbecausehewasso

remorseful

Him:I'msorryyouhadtoseethat

Inodded,Iwashurtingsobadly,mytears

burninginmyeyes,ifIhadtoblink,theywould

comerollingdown

Him:tellmewhattodotomakethehurtgo

away.I'lldoitinasplitsecond.Ihatehurting



youAbongiwe

Me:itstoolate.Youalreadyarehurtingme

Him:I'msorry

Me:Idon'twantyourapologyAvery,Iwant

answers.Youproposedtoher,why?

Him:she'spregnantandmymomforcedme

intoit.IhadnochoiceAbongiwe,youhaveto

believeme

Isighed,IwantedtobelievehimbuthowcouldI?

Itjustdidn'tmakesenseandhismotherseems

tobeAphelele'sbiggestfansoIdon'tstanda

chance

Me:whatifwewerebothpregnant?Wouldyou

proposetomeaswell?

Hefrownedhiseyebrowsandtookastepback

Him:areyoupregnant?Iknowthecondom

brokebutIdoubtanythinghappened

Me:soyouknewitbrokeandyoudidn'ttellme?



WhatthehellAvery

Him:Ididn'twantyoutofreakoutbaby.Areyou

pregnant?

Me:no

Hebreathedoutasighofrelief.Whydidn'tIjust

tellhimthetruth?Imeanheknowsthecondom

brokesothereisapossibilitybutI'mscared.

WhatifIlosehim?

Him:IloveyouAbongiwe

Me:butyouloveAphelelemore,that'swhyyou

aremarryingherandnotme

Heshookhisheadandliftedmeuptoplaceme

onthebonnetofhiscarthencuppedmyface

andkissedmedeeply.Therewasjust

somethinginthewayhekissesmethatjust

makesmeloseallsenseofreality.Hepulled

back

Him:IloveyouAbongiwe.Justyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo.IloveyousomuchAvery

thatIhateit.Youkeephurtingmewiththis

Aphelelechickofyours

Him:I'msorrymylove.Pleasejustdon'tdoubt

myloveforyou.Wewillworkthroughthis,I

don'tknowhowbutwewill

Laterthatdayheuntaggedhimselffromthe

picturesAphelelehadpostedbecauseIdidn't

wanttokeepseeingthemeverytimeIlogged

onFacebook.Hehadtakenmeoutforlunch

thenwewentbacktores,forthefirsttimehe

actuallycameintomyroom,luckilyLiyana

wasn'taround

Him:thisiscute

Me:lolitsjustresbabe

Hekickedoffhissneakersbeforethrowing

himselfonthebedandpullingmetowardshim,

wekissedthenIpulledbackwhenhepulledmy

T-shirtoff



Me:itslate

Him:I'llbequick.Imissedyou

Ourclothesflewoffandwehadamindblowing

steamylovemakingsession.Itleftme

exhaustedandsleepysowhenhegotupto

removethecondom,Iwasalreadygetting

drowsy

Him:Abongiwewhat'sthis?

Me:hmmm

Him:Abongiwemahn!

Me:geezrelax,don'tshoutatmehaw

Islowlyopenedmyeyesandsatuponthebed

butmyheartnearlystoppedwhenIsawhim

holdingthepregnancytest

Him:yousaidyouarenotpregnant.Whythe

fuckdidyoulie?

Me:Iwasscared



HeshookhisheadrepeatedlyandIdidn'tknow

whattosay,Iwasalreadyscaredenoughand

hewasn'tmakinganyofthisanyeasier

Him:youshouldhavetoldmeforfucksakes

Abongiwe.I'mengaged,I'malreadyhavinga

baby.Lordthiscan'tbehappeningrightnow

Me:stopshoutingatmeAvery,itsnotmyfault.

Iwasalreadyintears,whichseemedtocalm

himdownandhesatonthebed,pullingme

closertohimandwrappinghisarmsaroundme.

Hebreathesout

Him:I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantoshout

Me:it'snotmyfault.I'malreadyscared,Idon't

wanttolosemybursaryandmydadwillbeso

disappointedinme.Thisisjustonebigmess

HekissedmyForeheadandwipedmytears

Him:itsOKbaby,I'mhere.Wewillfigureitout

justdon'tcryOK?



Me:mydadisgoingtobesodisappointed.I'm

adeadgirlwalking

Him:wecanconsiderotheroptionsbaby.Like

yousaid,youcan'taffordtoloseyourbursary

Myeyesshotwideopen,hebetternotbe

consideringwhatIthinkheisconsidering

becauseIwon'tdothat

Me:Ican'thaveanabortionAvery.Ican'tjust

killmychild.Noways

Him:OKaslongasyouaresurebutjustknow

thatI'llsupportwhateverdecisionyoumake.If

youchoosetokeepthebaby,I'llbehereandif

youchoosetoabort,I'llbetherewithyouevery

stepoftheway.IloveyousomuchAbongiwe

andIjustwantyoutobehappy.

[08/18,15:28]Mca:*10*

"Aperson'scharacterisrevealednotbythe

promisestheymakebutthepromisesthey

keep"



Iwokeupscreamingandsweatingfromthe

samenightmareI'vebeenhavingforthepast

2months.Mywholeupperbodywaswetfrom

sweat,Iwasbreathingheavilyandmythroat

wasdry.Iwantedtocry,noscratchthat,I

wantedtodie.IshouldhavediedwhenIkilled

myownchildbutIdidn'tandnowI'msuffering

fromthesamenightmare,recurringeverynight

ofafoetuswiththeumbilicalcordaroundits

neckanddrowninginblood.

Avery:wasitthatnightmareagain?

InodasIgetoutofhisbed,Iwantedtohate

himbuthowcanIhatehimwhenhedidn'tforce

metodoit,webothagreedontheabortionyet

I'mtheonethesufferstheconsequences.I

walkedoutofhisroomandheadedforthe

kitchen,LwakhowalkedinjustbeforeAverydid

Avery:babyple-

Lwakho:letmehandlethisonebro



Iwasn'tevenlookingintheirdirectionbutI

heardfootstepsfadingawayandIassumed

theybelongedtoAvery.Ipouredmyselfaglass

ofwateranddownedit,pouredanotheronebut

onlydrankhalfthenplaceditinthesink

Lwakho:youshouldseesomeoneaboutthis,a

therapistmaybe.

Me:noI'llbefine.Iamfine

Him:Abongsyouarenotfine.Lookatyourself,

you'velostsomuchweight,youarehaving

nightmaresalmosteverynight.Youcan'tgoon

likethis.

Isigh,Ihavelosttheweight,probablytwodress

sizesbutIdon'twantpeopleinmybusiness.I

don'twantatherapistthat'sgoingtomakeme

feelworsethanIalreadyfeel.Averykeeps

sayingitsmyconscienceplayingtricksonme

andthatIshouldforgivemyself,itseasyforhim

tosaythat,heisstillhavingachildwhilemine



waskilled

Him:itmightbedifficultforyoutoseethisbut

helovesyouAbongsandheishurtingaswell

Me:IhatehimLwakho,Iknowhedidn'tforce

metodoitandweareequallyresponsibleforit

butIjusthatehimsomuch

Hepullsmeinforahugthenkissesmet

foreheadbeforepullingback

Him:tryandgetsomesleepOK

InodandwalkbacktoAvery'sroomwhereI

findhimawakeonthebedwiththebedside

lampswitchedon.Igetinbedwithmyback

turnedtohimandhesighsheavily

Avery:pleaseletmeholdyou

Me:IwanttosleepAvery

Him:I'msorryAbongiwe.Justtellmewhatto

do.Pleasedon'tpushmeaway

Ididn'trespond,Ijustheldontothepillow



tightly,tryingmybestnottocrybutwhenIfelt

hisarmsaroundme,Igavein.Hepulledmeto

laymyheadonhischestandbrushedmyhair

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

WhenIwokeupthenextmorning,hewasn't

nexttome,thesmellofhiscolognewasallover

theroomwhichmeantthatheprobably

showeredandleft.Itsprobablyforthebest,

eversincetheabortion,Ijustcan'tstandhis

presenceattimes.Itookashower,gotdressed

inlightbluejeans,blackandgoldsandalsanda

blacktanktop.Iwasslowlylosingthelovefor

sneakers.Iroughedmyhairupandwentout

intotheloungewithmybag

Me:morning

LwakhowasdishingupbreakfastsoIsaton

thehighchairinthekitchenasheplacedaplate

ofbacon,cheesebunsandbeefpattiesinfront



ofmewithgrapejuice

Lwakho:I'mtakingyoutocampustoday

Me:whereisyourbrother?

HekeptquietforasecandwhenIkeptpushing,

hetoldme

Him:hewenttothedoctor'sappointmentwith

Aphelele.Theyarefindingoutthegendertoday

Me:hmmm

ItookthreebitsofeverythinganssuddenlyI

lostmyappetite,notthatIhadmuchofit.We

leftforcampusafewminuteslater,therewas

silenceapartfromtheToniBraxtonand

Babyfacealbumplayinginthecar

Him:Ijustwishyouguyswouldhavetalkedto

meaboutthisabortionthingbeforegoing

throughwithit.Iwouldhavetalkedyououtofit

Me:wellnouseincryingoverspilledmilk.I'll

seeyoulater.Thanksfortheride



Him:letmewalkyoutoclass

Whenwegottothedoor,wesharedahugand

hekissedmyforehead,tilthisdayI'mgrateful

thatIletthisLoudmouthSmithboytobemy

friend

Him:Ihopeyouknowthathelovesyou

Me:weagreedthatwenotmixingthe

relationshipandthefriendship.Let'sjuststick

tothat.

Aftermyfirsttwoclasses,Iwenttochillunder

theshadewithmyearphonespluggedinmy

earsandlisteningtosoundsofAngieStone.I

neededtozoneoutforabitbecausethisthing

withAverywasgoingtodrivemecrazyifI

focusedallmyenergyonit.JustasIwastrying

toblockhimoutofmymindhecallsme

Me:hey

Him:heybaby



Icouldsensethathewassmilingjustinthe

wayhegreetedme,whatbotheredmeis

whetherhewassmilingbecauseofmeor

becauseofhischildandAphelele

Him:Imissyou

Me:whereareyou?Whydidyoujustleavelike

that?Iwokeupandyouweregone

Him:Ididn'twanttowakeyouup.Youhavea

roughnight

Me:hmmmI'mgoingbacktorestoday,areyou

goingtocomeseeme?

Him:Ican'tbabe,I'mwithAphelele'sfamilyand

Iwon'tbeleavinguntillate

Myheartcrushedintopieces,sothisiswhatmy

lifewouldhavebeenlikeifIhadchosentokeep

thebaby,I'dhavehisfullattentionbutnowI

havetowaitinlinejusttospendtimewithhim

Me:youwenttofindoutthegendertoday?



Whatisit?Ithinkourbabywouldhavebeena

boy.Icanjustfeelit

Him:Abongiwedon'tdothis.Ndyakcela

Me:soitsaboy

Him:IloveyouAbongiwe

Me:yeahright

Him:youcandoitall,bemadatme,swearat

mebutnever,nevereverdoubtmyloveforyou

Abongiwe.Don'tyoudaredothat

HewasangrybutsowasI,Ihadeveryrightto

beangrybecausehejustsayshelovesmebut

hisactionsprovethathelovesAphelele,his

worldbasicallyrevolvesaroundhernowand

wheredoesthatleaveme?

Him:Abongiwe

Me:hmmm

Him:doyouloveme?



Me:Iloveyou

Him:thenpleasebepatientwithmebaby.I

knowI'maskingforalotbutpleasejustdon't

giveuponus

Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Idon'twanttomake

promisesIcan'tkeep,inaspaceof8months

Averyandthisrelationshiphaveturnedmy

worldupsidedown.Isthiswhatitmeanstolove

someone?Thebiblesaysloveispatientandit

doesn'tkeeprecordofwrongdoingsbutthey

shouldhaveaddedthatloveisstupidaswell,

loveiscrazy,loveispainfulandlovejustmakes

nosenseatall.Thatshouldreallybeadded

there.

Liyana:Shaun'sparentsareintownforthe

week,hismomjustwantstocheckonhim

Me:checkonhim?Heisagrownassman

Her:lolheyhehashadaroughcoupleofyears

butshehasalwaysbabiedhimandnowshe



wantsmetogoovertherefordinner.Please

comewithme

Me:tohavedinnerwithShaun'sparents,which

arealsoKwando'sparents?Nahmnganiyou

areonyourown

Her:Kwandowon'tbethereandIdon'twantto

leaveyouhereonyourownwitheverythingyou

aregoingthrough

Iknewit.Shejustwantstobabysitmeand

honestlyIdon'twanttobearoundstrangers

rightnow.I'mOKwithmybooksandmybroken

heart.ShegotreadyandleftwithoutmeandI

justburiedmyselfinmybooksuntilIwas

interruptedbymyphoneringing,itwasmydad

soIhadnochoicebuttoanswer

Me:heydad

Dad:heyAbongiwe.Ngikukhumbulemntanam

Isighed.Ihadn'tgonehomefortheSeptember

break,Ijustcouldn'tfacemyfatherwith



everythingthatI'vedoneandthesenightmares

thatIkeephavingwouldhavebeenadeadgive

awaythatsomethingisn'trightwithme

Me:ImissyoutoobababutI'llbebacknext

monthaftertheexams.Ipromise

Him:Ican'twait.Iknowyouwillcomehome

withthesameexcellentresultsandcontinueto

makemeproud

Me:yesdad.

I'mjustgladthatIfindcomfortinburying

myselfinmyschoolworkwhenIneeda

distractionfrommylife.

[08/18,15:28]Mca:*11*

"Sometimesyouhavetoforgethowyoufeel

andrememberwhatyoudeserve"

Noneofusarebornalreadyknowingtheexact

pathwearemeanttowalkon,itsduetotaking

afewwrongturns,gainingexperiencealongthe



waythatwegetafeelandunderstandingof

whatliferequiresfromus.Experienceisthe

bestteacher,especiallyfirsthandexperience

andmyfirstyearatvarsitytaughtmethat.I

rememberthedaybeforeIwrotemysecond

exam,Averycameovertores.Thingsbetween

ushadbeengoingwell,weweregoingto

therapytogether,dealingwithourlossasa

team.Hewalkedintofindmesittingonmy

ownwithmytextbookinfrontofme

Avery:heybabe

Hepeckedmylipsthensatonmybed,hedidn't

seemliketheusualAverythatIknow,probably

stressingaboutthebabysinceApheleleisdue

nextmonth

Me:hey

Igotoffthechairandsatnexttohim,hetook

myhandsintohisandlookedatmeforawhile

withafaintsmilebeforesighing



Him:IloveyousomuchAbongiwe

Ismile,myheartalwaysmeltseverytimehe

saysthatbutthereissomethingdifferentabout

himtoday

Me:Iloveyoutoobabe

Him:Iwantyoutobehappyandasstubbornas

I'vebeenoverthepastcoupleofmonths,I

finallyrealizedthatIcouldnevermakeyouas

happyyoudeservetobe.Icannevergiveyouall

ofmeandyoudon'tdeservetobelovedin

halvessoI'msettingyoufree.Idon'twantto

spendtherestofmylifeapologizingtoyoufor

continuouslyhurtingyou

Itdidn'thitmethatIwasgettingdumpedforat

leastagood30seconds.Itwaswhenthefirst

tearrolleddownmycheeksthatrealityhitme.

HewasfinallymakinghisdecisionandIdidn't

makethecut

Me:youmakemehappyAvery.It'salwaysbeen



you.I'veonlyeverwantedyou.I'dratherhave

halfofyouthanhavenoneofyou.Pleasedon't

dothistome,tous.Please

Him:I'msorryAbongiwe

Hekissedmyforeheadthenwalkingout,

leavingmecryingandheartbroken.Fast

forwardtomysecondyearandI'mstilltryingto

peacemyselfbacktogetheragainbutI'mdoing

wellsofar.Myresultsdidtakeadentduetothe

breakupbutitwasn'tseverebecauseitwas

enoughformetokeepmybursaryandmydad

wasstillproudofme.Iwasnowturningintoa

girlygirly,allLiyana'sdoingbutweavesarestill

notsomethingwithinmyreach,notthatIeven

likethem.I'mstickingtobraidsandstraight

back

Liyana:I'mdonewithShaun,Ireallymeanitthis

timearound

Me:lolI'mnotevengoingtocomment



Her:lolfuckyou.Youdon'tknowhowtobe

supportive

Me:lolloveyoutoomngani.Weshouldgobuy

groceries.Wewon'tgettimelikerightnow

Her:OKletmechange

IwassohappywhenIfoundoutthatshewas

goingtobemyroommateagain,apartfromher

andLwakho,Idon'thavefriendsand

surprisinglymyfriendshipwithLwakhosurvived

throughthatroughbreakupIhadwithhis

brother.WhenIsawthepictureofAveryandhis

sononFacebook,IunfriendedhimbecauseI

knowinafewmonthsI'llbeseeingpicturesof

himandAphelelegettingmarried.Idon'tneed

thatkindofnegativityinmylife

Liyana:let'sgo.Wecangrablunchafterdoing

thegroceries

Me:cool

Wedidourgrocerieswhilelaughingover



nonsense,thisgirlandherboyfrienddrama

needarealityshowonVuzu.Theirloveisn't

toxiclikehowmineandAvery'swas,theyare

justabouteachother,theyloveeachotherbut

Shauncheatswaytoomuch

??:weneedtostopmeetinglikethis

Iwasabouttograbapacketoffrozenchipsbut

weendedupgrabbingontoitatthesametime

andworsekeitsthelastpacket.Itsthatguy,

theguywhowaswearingasuitwhenIsawhim

withLiyana,thesameguyIbumpedintoat

Anqobeauditorswhowaswithhisgorgeous

girlfriendandforonceheisn'tinasuitbut

ratherindenimshorts,ablackandwhiteT-shirt

andblackNikeflip-flops.Hisbigbrowneyes

stareatmeforabittoolongforcomfortandI

clearmythroatandthat'swhenhegavemethat

cutesmile.ThoseTeetharejustwaytoo

perfect

Me:pleaseletgoofmychips



Him:butIgottothemfirst

Me:what?Noyoudidn't

I'mfrowningnowbecauseheislyingandhe

justlaughsatme.Mxmthisguy

Him:OKlet'smakeadeal,I'llletgoofthechips

inexchangeforyournumber

Me:forgetit

Him:youknowitsthelastpacketright?And

thesearereallygoodchips

Liyanaemergesfromlordknowswhereand

looksatus.Weprobablylookstupidstandingin

themiddleoftheaislefightingoverapacketof

frozenchips

Liyana:LiwhatareyoudoinginDurban?

SohisnameisLi,Ireallyforgotaboutthisguy

afterheleftwithKwandothatday

Li:worktakesmeeverywhere.Wejustopeneda

newofficeinDurban



Liyana:yhouncleSosodoesn'twanttorest

Li:lolDurbanwasmama'sidea

Liyana:probablytokeepaneyeonmyman

Iclearmythroat,Iwantmychipssothisguy

betterletgoofthem.Hisphonerangandwhen

hefisheditouttoanswer.Heletgoofmychips.

Finally

Li:mama...themeetingistomorrow...Daddy

saidIshouldn'ttellhimsohewillfindout

tomorrow...I'llleavestraightafterthe

meeting...OKloveyoutoomama

Iwantedtolaugh.Heisagrownmanthatstill

callshismommamaandhisfatherdaddy.Its

cutebutfunnyaswell

Li:ladiesI'llseeyouaround.Ihavetogettomy

hotelroom

Me:youstayinahotelyetyouwerefightingme

forfrozenchips.



Li:lolyouwouldn'tgetitbabe

Hewinkedatmethenwalkedaway,OKsoI'm

babenowandIwouldn'tunderstandan

unnecessaryfrozenchipsfight.Alright

Whenwegotbacktores,weunpackedthe

groceries,orderedsteersandatewhile

watchingamovie.Lwakhodecidetoinvadeour

spacesincechillingathisflatwassuddenly

boring

Lwakho:itsSaturday,let'sgoout

Me:no

Liyana:yesno

Lwakho:isthatayesorano?I'mconfused.

Guyscomeon,weneedavibe.Weareyoung

andfresh.Don'tmakemebeg

Me:thendon'tbeg.

Hebegged,sulkedandIthinkhewaseven

closetocryingwhenwefinallyagreedtogoout



withhim.Ichangedintoablackdressthatwas

openedattheback,blackandgoldpumpsthen

Itiedmybraidsintoaneatbun.

Liyana:makeupnyana?

Me:forgetit

Lwakho:atleastshedoesn'tlooklikeasoccer

playeranymore.You'vedonewellLiyana.

Ipunchedhimonhisarmandhescreamedin

agony,mysoccerplayerselfwasenoughto

attracthiswhoreofabrothersohemustnot

comeatmewithnonsense.WeleftinLwakho's

car,whenwegottotheclub,weordered

cocktailswhilehehadbeer

Lwakho:Abongstakeiteasy,Iknowhowyou

arewhenyouaredrunk

Me:dudeitwasaonetimething.Letitgo

Wedrank,talkedandhadagoodtime.Itwasa

greatwaytoloosenupbeforeschoolstarts



again.Weevenorderedfoodandjusthadfun

Lwakho:Ididn'tknowLimilewasintown

Me:whoisthat?

Liyana:theguyyouwereplayingtugofwarwith

atSpar.Overfrozenfries

What?Thisguyisstalkingme,waitIthinkIjust

soundedlikeKwandothereforasecond.I'm

hatingmyselfalready.Iturnaroundandspot

himwithtwoguysandagirl.IthinkI'mdrooling

becausehelookssosexyinjeans,achecked

shirtandbrownjacket.

Lwakho:shouldIinvitethemover?

Liyana:yes

Me:no

Lwakholaughsandshakeshishead

Lwakho:howareyouguysfriendswhenyou

can'tevenagreeonsimplethings?



Heinvitesthemover,I'malreadyinmyhappy

placewiththisalcoholsoIdon'tevencatchthe

namesofthetwoguysandthegirlheiswith.I

getuptogodancewithLwakhoandthat'sas

farasmymemorytakesmeofthatparticular

night.NextdayIwakeupinahugebed,soft

whitesheetsandcomfortablecomforter.I'm

dressedinaguy'sshirtandmyunderwear.Oh

shit.NononowhathaveIdone.ThisiswhyI

don'tdrink.Thedooropensandhewalksin

dressedinjustpyjamapants,theyaresitting

lowenoughformetoseehisv-lines.Heis

carryingatraywithaglassofwater,aglassof

juiceandwhatlookslikepainkillers.Couldbe

drugsbutletmegivehimthebenefitofthe

doubt

Li:morningsleepyhead

Heissmilingagain.Hehassuchabeautiful

smile,nowthatI'mnoticinghimproperlyIsee

thathehasadimpleonhisleftcheekandon



hischin.Theymakehimlookevenhotter

Me:hey

Heplacesthetrayonthesidepedestalthen

climbsonthebed

Him:howareyoufeeling?Nohangover

MyheadwaspoundingsoofcourseIhavea

hangoverbutmybiggestworryrightnowisthe

Whereaboutsofmyfriends.Thosetraitors.

[08/18,15:28]Mca:*12*

"Letithurt.Letitbleed.Letitheal.Andletitgo."

Ifoundmyselfstaringatthisman,hewas

gorgeous,matureandstrong.Hishaircut

neatly,notbaldbuttherewasbarelyanyhairon

hishead,histhickpinklips,thedimples,thebig

browneyesandthatsmile.WowGodreallytook

histimeandputinallhiseffortsinmakingthis

man.Heclickedhisfingersinfrontofmyeyes,

snappingmeoutofthelittledaydreamIwas



having

Li:didIboreyoualready?

Me:lolmaybe.Idon'tknow.

Iwastryingtoplayitcoolwiththisguy,last

thingIneedisanotherAverysituation

Him:lolIshouldbeoffendedbutjudgingfrom

thewayyouareblushing,Iknowyouarelying.

Ididn'tevenknowmycheekswerealreadyon

heatmodebutIquicklycoveredmyeyesandhe

justlaughed.Istillwantedtoknowwherethose

twotraitorsIcallfriendsare

Me:haveyouseenmyphone?

Hewalkedtothedresserandreturnedwithmy

phone,Ihadmissedcallsfrommydad,Liyana

andLwakho.Theybetterhaveadamngood

explanationastowhytheyjustletmegohome

withsomerandomguy

Me:Ineedtocallmyfriends



Him:I'lltakeashowersolongthenyoucan

orderbreakfastforus.Justusethatphonenext

tothebedsidelamp

Me:alright

Ashegotoffthebed,Iwasstillbeatingmy

mindoverwhetherweslepttogetherornot

Me:uhmLi

Heturnedaround,hisabsaresuchadistraction,

likeIcan'tfocuswiththosethingsinfrontofmy

eyes.Suchadistraction

Him:babe

Butthisguythough.Youcan'tjustgoaround

callingpeoplebabewhenyouhaveagirlfriend.

Itsrude

Me:didwe...youknow

Heshookhisheadwhileremovingthepyjama

pantsandwrappingatowelaroundhiswaist.

Howdoeshefinditsoeasytojusttakehis



clothesoffinfrontofme.

Him:Ilikehavingsexwithwomanthatare

awareofwhat'shappening.Corpsesarenotmy

type

Me:lolohgood

Him:wewillhavesexthough.Soon.Icanbet

onit

Idon'tknowwhythismademeblushbutmy

cheekswereheatinguplikecrazy.Whenhe

disappearedintothebathroom,Idialed

Lwakho'snumber

Lwakho:morninggloryoveralready?

Me:fuckyou.Whydidyouletmegohomewith

thisguy

Him:Liwasn'tgoingtodoanythingtoyou.I

trusthimandIcouldn'texactlypullyouoffhim

whenyouhadyourtonguedownhisthroat

whenIwantedustoleave



Me:Lwakhoyoulie

Hebreaksintolaughter,I'mfindingnoneofthis

funnybecausesuddenlyI'monlevel99of

embarrassmentandjustwanttosneakout

whiletheguyisintheshower

Him:askhimifyoudon'tbelieveme.Ididsay

youareaproblemwhenyouaredrunk

Me:Ihateyou.Bye

Him:loveyoutoo

Idecidedtowearthepyjamapantshewas

wearingwithawhiteT-shirtIfoundonthe

couchthenorderedbreakfast.Hegotoutthe

showerasIwasgettingthefoodfromthedoor.

Helookedatmewiththebiggestsmileever

Him:youlookcuteinmyclothes

Me:lolthanks.Ididn'tknowwhatyouwantedto

eatsoIorderedabitifeverything.IhopeitsOK

Him:aslongasthereismeat,I'mfine.



HegotdressedinfrontofmebutItriedkeeping

myeyesoffhisbody.Ifailed.Weatewhile

talkingaboutnothingrelevant,Ienjoyedhis

company,hewasfunny.

Me:Ineedtogetbacktores.Ineedtoshower

andsleepinmyownbed

Him:youdidn'tgetenoughsleepinthishuge

comfybed?Ineedtohaveawordwiththe

managerofthishotelsohecanchangeallthe

beds

Me:lolpleasejustbeanormalpersonforonce.

Please

Him:OKonamoreseriousnote.WhenwillIsee

youagainifIallowyoutoleavemerightnow

ThequestionisdoIevenwanttoseehimagain?

I'mnotreadyandIknowheisn'ttryingtobea

secondLwakhotome.Whenhedroppedmeoff

atres,hedidn'twantmetogo,Ifounditcute

butI'mstandingoutsidewithoversizedclothes.



Peoplewillstartjudging

Him:youdidn'tanswermyquestionthough

Me:we'lltalkthenexttimewebumpintoeach

other.Fornowthisisgoodbye

Iwalkedawaywithoutlookingback,Iknewhe

WasstillwatchingmebecauseIdidn'thearthe

soundofhisdooropeningwhichwouldhave

beenanindicationthathegotinthecar.

Me:youtraitor

Liyana:lolyouwereinsafehands.Liis

harmless

Me:youandLwakhokeepsayingthesame

thingbutanythingcouldhavehappenedand

thatSmithboykeepssayingIhadmytongue

downLimile'sthroat

Her:lolwellyoukindadid.Idon'tblameyou

though,theguyishot

Istilldon'tbelievethem,Ithinkhewouldhave



toldmehaditactuallygonedownthatway.I

showeredthenjustwatchedmoviesonmy

laptopwithoutanyinterruptionssinceLiyana

wasatShaun's.Whenmydadcalled,Iwas

alreadyplanningtheliesIwasgoingtotellhim

aboutlastnight

Me:baba

Dad:Abongiwe

Youknowwhenyourparentsaddressesyouby

yourfullname,itsover.Whateverstoryyouspin

wouldbeawastebecausealreadyyouarein

shit

Me:unjanibaba?

Him:youknowIworrywhenIcan'treachyou

Me:I'msorrybaba.Isleptearlyandmyphone

wasonsilent.

Him:whywasitonsilent?

NowhowamIsupposedtoanswerthat?How?



IwishIcouldjustsayI'msorryandjustmove

onbutifIsaythathewillaskmewhyI'msorry.

Iswearthismanshouldhavebeenateacher

Me:IthinkIpresseditbymistakeanditwent

onsilentmode.Ionlysawinthemorningthat

itsonsilentmode

Him:hmmm.Iwantedtotalktoyoulastnight.

Yourmotherjustshoweduphereatthehouse

lookingforyou

Me:mywhat?Idon'thaveamotherthough

Him:Abongiweplease

Me:nobaba.Idon'tmeananydisrespecttoyou

butmymotherdiedwhenIwasthreemonths

old

Hepausedforafewsecondsthenreleaseda

sigh.Hemustnottryandconvincemeto

forgivethatwomanandacceptherintomylife

becauseIwon't.Youcan'tdisappearfor

20yearsthencomelookingforme.Inyourmind



whoareyoulookingforbecauseyoulosethe

righttobecalledamotherafterdoingthecrap

thatmymotherdid

Him:Iunderstand.Itoldherwheretofindyou.

Justhearherout

I'mgoingtotellhertovoetsek.That'stheonly

hearingoutI'llbewillingtodo.

Me:I'llseebaba

WehungupandasmuchasIwantedtofocus

onthemovieIwaswatching,mymindwasno

longerintoit.Itkeptdriftingofftomymother

andhersuddeninterestinme.Whatevershe

wanted,beitakidneyorarelationshipwithme,

shewasn'tgoingtogetit.Secondyearwas

muchmoreintensethanfirstyear,alotof

difficultworkandnotenoughtimewhichmade

meappreciatethatIwassingle.Sometimein

MarchIwasouthavinglunchwithLwakho

whenhesaidthemoststupidthingever



Lwakho:Abongsyourguyjustwalkedwitha

sugarmama

Me:whatguy?

Him:yourpartnerintonguewrestling

Me:stopbeingstupidandunnecessary.That

neverhappened

IturnedaroundandLimilewalkedinwithsome

woman.Shelookedin40sbutshewasaging

gracefully.Whenhespottedus,hecametoour

table.I'mstillnotusedtohowgoodlookingthis

guyis

Li:I'mnotleavingDurbanthistimearound

withoutyournumber.Ohandyoulookbeautiful

bytheway

Heisso...Idon'tevenknowbecauseifIsay

cockyandarrogantitwillcomeacrossasifhis

behaviorisn'tcharmingtome.Theladyhewas

withkeptlookinginmydirection.Idon'tknow

whybecauseLimilewasrightinfrontofher



Lwakho:areyouguysrelated?

Me:meandwho?

Him:andyourboyfriend'ssugarmama

Me:youaredisgustingandwearenotrelated.I

don'tevenknowher

Lwakho:youlookalikethough.Sheisyouin

20yearstimeoryouareher20yearsago.You

getwhatImean

Ilookedather,oureyesmetbutIdidn'tlook

awaybecauseIwaslookingforwhatLwakho

wasseeingandhonestlyIwasn'tfindingit.I

looknothinglikethatwoman.

Me:youareseeingthingsbruh.

Him:sheiscomingover

Me:withLi?

Him:obviously

TheystoodbyourtablewhichIfoundstrangein



everyaspectoftheword

Li:soIcametocollectthenumber

Me:isityours?Asknicely

Him:lolyouarereallygoingtomakethis

difficultforme?

Ijustsmiledandsippedonmymilkshake.

[08/18,15:28]Mca:*13*(shortinsert)

"Lifenevergoesaccordingtoyourplan"

Limileandthisladywerecreatingarather

awkwardvibe,theywerejuststandingthere,

bothofthemlookingatme.

Li:Idon'twanttogobehindyourbackinorder

togetyournumber

Me:youarebeingrude

HefrownedasifIjustspokeaforeignlanguage

tohim

Me:introducetheladyyouarewithhaw



Li:ohmybad.ThisisYolandaNtabeni

Yolanda:hisboss

Shesmiled,shehadsuchawarmsmileandher

eyeswerejustsogenuine,workinghandin

handwithhersmile

Li:yesmyboss.BossthisisLwakhoand

Abongs.Sheismyfuturewife

Me:it'sAbongiweactually.AbongiweDube

Hersmileturnedintowhatlookedlikeastateof

shock,asifshewaslosingherbreath,Li

broughtherachairandshesatdown.I'vebeen

insomanyawkwardsituationsbutthisone

takesthecake,oneminuteI'mcorneredformy

numberandthenextminuteLi'sbossis5to

dying.Sowhatdowedo?Dowestayuntilshe

isOKorisitsafeforustoleave,itsnotlikewe

aretightwiththislady

Li:areyouOK?



Shetakesanothersipofherwaterthennods

Yolanda:itwasjustaminorpanicattack,

nothingmajor

Me:wellI'mgladyouarefeelingbetter.Weuhm

havetogetgoing

Whenshenods,LwakhoandIdashedoutof

therelikelightningboltsandthemomentwe

gottothecar,westartedlaughing.Iknowits

evilofusbutthatwasoneawkwardsituation

Lwakho:youattractsomuchdramabruh

Me:lolme?Howwasanyofthatmyfault?

Explainyourself

Him:lolitjustisyourfault

LaterthatdaywhenIwaschillingwithLiyana,

herphonerangthentwosecondslatershegave

ittome.Ishruggedmyshoulders,mywayof

askingwhatthehellandsheshruggedhers

back.



Me:hello

Li:I'moutside

Me:ohOKthat'snice

Him:lolpleasecomeoutside.I'dliketotalkto

you

Me:that'sbetter.Givemeaminute

Ihungup,gavethephonetoLiyanaandjust

chilled.TheseSmithboysthinktheycanjust

clicktheirfingersandgirlswillfallundertheir

spells.Wellnotme.Oncebitten,twiceshy.I've

learntmylesson.Liyanakeptstealingglances

atmeandeventuallywhensherealizedthather

eyesignalsweren'tgoingtocutit,sheopened

hermouth

Liyana:didyounotsayyouweregoingtogo

outside?

Me:whatfor?

Her:toLi.



Me:Isaidnosuchthing.I'menjoyingHowIMet

YourMother

Shechuckledwhileshakingherhead.5minutes

later,therewasaknockonthedoor

Liyana:I'llgetit

Me:hmm

Shegrabbedherphoneandheadedtothedoor,

Ididn'tturnaroundtoseewhowasknocking,I

knewtheywouldn'tbelookingformeanyway

Liyana:carkeysplease...thankyou

Whenthedoorclosed,Iturnedaroundand

therehewas,nosmiletodaybutthebig

beautifulbrowneyeswerestaringatme

intensely

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Li:youstoodmeup

Me:Ididn'tthinkyouwereserious



Him:isthisyourbed?

Ishookmyhead,hetookmyhandandledme

tomysideoftheroom,hesatonthebedand

mademesitonhislap

Him:whyareyougivingmetherunaround?

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Him:Iknowyoufelttheconnectionbetweenus

theotherday,IknowyoulikemeasmuchasI

likeyoubutyetyouareplayinghardtoget.Why?

EveryencounterwithLimilehasbeenfunand

jokes,Ihaveneverseenhimseriousandnow

I'msittingonhislapgettingdisciplinedasifI'm

a5yearold

Me:yesIthinkyouareacoolguy,doIlikeyou?

Idon'tknow

Him:Iknowyoudo

Me:butI'vealreadydatedoneSmithguy,Idon't

wanttogodownthatrouteagain



Him:Iwon'tevenaskwhichoneoftheidiotsin

myfamilywasdumbenoughtoletyougobut

mysurnameisn'tSmith,I'mnottheguyyou

datedsocanInotgetpunishedforhisstupidity.

Iwanttobewithyou,Iwanttomakeyoumine

I'mgettingasenseofdéjàvu,Idon'tknow

anythingaboutthisguyyetI'mdrawntohim,I

pushhimawayandhecomesfightingback

10timesmore.Itdoesn'tlooklikeI'llbeableto

getridofhim,judgingbyhisdriveand

determination

Me:0765611399

Hesmiled,Iknowhedidn'tcatchanyofthose

numbersbutit'sthefactthatIgaveittohim

thatmakeshimsmile

Me:areyoudonediscipliningmenow?

Him:areyoumygirlfriendnow?

Me:no



Hegotup,makingmewrapmylegsaroundhim

thenheloweredmeontothebed,lickedhis

bottomlipbeforebrushinghislipsagainstmine.

Myeyeswerealreadyshut,mywholebodywas

tensingupandthisguyshadbarelytouchedme.

Heplacedasoftpeckonmylipsbefore

drawingmeinforaslowkiss,Idon'teven

rememberthelasttimeIhadoneofthese

kisses.Hislipswerecold,softandtastedminty

Him:hmmm

Igiggledthroughthekissbeforehepulledback

andstaredatme

Him:notbad

IlaughedasIhithimandpushedhimoffme.

Him:sheisabusivetoo.Areyouthisroughin

bedaswell

Iblushedinstantly,heissocrude,nofilter

whatsoeverbutheisdifferentandIguessthat's

whatmakeshimseemsoattractive.Wellapart



fromthefactthathealwayslooksmagazine

coverready,thisguyhasnoflawsonhisbody,

it'scrazy

Him:whenamIgoingtoseeyouagain?

Me:Ihavenoidea

Him:I'mbasedinJo'burgbutItravelbackand

forthbetweenPE,Jo'burgandDurban

Me:sobetweenallyourtravels,youwon'thave

timeforme

Hesmiles,I'vemissedthatgorgeoussmileof

hissincehecamehereallseriousandreadyto

disciplethehelloutofme

Him:I'llmaketimeforyoubutI'llalsogiveyou

enoughspacetomissme.Youwon'tgetitnow

buteventuallyyouwill

Thisisthesecondtimehemakesmentionof

menotgettingsomething,asifthereisa

greatermeaningbehindeverythinghesays.



Mxmtryingtobeprofoundfornoreason.He

wasinDurbanfortwoweeks,seeingme

everyday,wespentalotoftimejusttalking,we

haven'tkissedagainsincethatdayinmyroom

andheisleavingforPEtodaysoI'vebeentaken

outtodinner

Li:ImissyoualreadyandIhaven'tleftyet

Me:shouldIbelieveyou?

Him:youshouldtrustmebabe.I'mnothereto

playwithyourheart,Ihadenoughtoyswhile

growingup

Me:I'mnotyourgirlfriendLimile

Him:whatevermakesyousleepatnightbutI

alreadyknowthatmyheartbelongstoyouand

thatyouwantmetokissyouagain

Me:andwillyou?

Heshookhisheadwhilegivingmeagoofy

smile.Iwanthimtodomorethanjustkissme,



itsbeenwaytoolongandI'veprobablyformed

cobwebsbetweenmylegs

Him:IonlykissmygirlfriendandlasttimeI

checked,youarenotmygirlfriend

*

*

I'mhavingacrazyweekend,Idon'tgetthe

chancetotype

[08/18,15:29]Mca:*14*

"Don'toverthink,justletitgo."

Li:babeI'vebeenwithyouthewholeweekend,

youcan'tpossiblywanttocrynowthatIhaveto

leave

Me:I'mnotcrying,youalwaysleavemeanyway

Thisthingifbeinginalongdistance

situationshipwasjustdrivingmecrazy,I

wantedhimhereallthetimebutIstilldon'tfeel

readytoputmyheartoutthere.Iknowheisa



greatguy,amazinginfactbutIstillknowso

littleabouthimbecauseheisalwayseitherin

Jo'burgorinPE,heneverspendslongerthana

weekinDurban

Him:Abongiwecomeon.BabeIhavetoleave,

youknowthis.Pleasedon'tmakemefeelbad

aboutit

Me:mxmhambaLimile

Icoveredmyselfwiththecomforter,wewereat

hishotelsuite,that'swherewespendourtime

ifheisaround,lazingaroundinbedtalking

aboutnonsense.Everytimeiwanttotouchon

familyorpastrelationships,hefindsawayto

makethatslide

Him:OKcomewithmethen.I'llbeinJo'burgfor

twoweeksthenwhenIgotoPE,youcancome

back

Me:Ican'tjustgotoJo'burg,Ihaveschool

Him:itsnotlikeyouarewritingtests,oneweek



won'thurt.Please

Myheartisdoingbackflipsrightnow,I'venever

beenoutofKZNandwhentheopportunity

presentsitself,aguyhastobeinvolvedand

alreadyI'mnervousjustthinkingaboutit.What

ifmydadfindsoutIwasoutoftheprovince

withaguy,I'llbedead

Me:OK

Hegetsonthebed,pullsmebymylegstothe

edgeofthebed,makingmesquillinthe

processthenhegetsbetweenmylegsand

plantsakissonmyforehead

Him:I'minlovewithyou

Me:Limilewespokeaboutthis

Him:andItoldyouI'mnothim.I'mLimilenot

whoeveritisthatbrokeyourheart.Iwould

neverintentionallyhurtyou

Me:hemadethesamepromisesandlook



wherethatgotme.AnywayIdon'twanttotalk

aboutthatbecausewe'llendupfightingas

always.Whattimeisyourflight?

Him:anytimeI'mready,weareusingthe

companyjetsowhenIfinishpacking,I'lldrop

youoffatressoyoucanpackandthenI'llpick

youup

Whenhedroppedmeoffatres,Liyanawaswith

KwandoandLwakho.Shehasbeenhangingout

withusalotsinceherfrienddroppedoutof

schooltobeamother.Idon'tevencareabout

her,Igotoverthemthemomentthisyear

started

Me:heyguys

Them:hey

Lwakho:youaresuchastrangerwhenLimileis

around

Kwando:youaredatingLinow?Yhoyouare

gunningforthewholefamily



Liyana:LimileandAveryarenotrelated

That'sanotherthingIdon'tunderstandabout

Limile,heisrelatedtoKwandoandKwandile

butnottoAverybutAvery,Lwakho,Shaunand

Kwandohavethesamesurname.Very

confusing.IignoredKwandoandhercomments,

packedandwhenIwasdone,ItextedLimile

thenchilledwiththem

Me:I'mnotdatingLimile

Liyana:okwamanje

Me:lolhawmngani

Liyana:lolvelehaw

Lwakho:evenifyoudateLi,thereisnothing

wrongwiththat.HimandAveryarenotrelated.

WhatKwandoissayingislikesayingLiyanaand

Shaunarerelated

Welaughed,thethoughtofthatisdisgusting

nje.Theyhaveakidtogether.WhenItoldLithat



I'mwithhiswholefamily,hecametogetme

fromtheroom,huggingLiyanaandKwando

thenfistbumpingLwakho

Lwakho:whereareyouguysoffto?

Li:sheisvisitingmeinjozifortheweek

Liyana:baecationvibes.Mustbenice

Me:loltsek.Canweleavebeforethe21

questionscome

KwandohasbeenquietsinceLimilewalkedin,

probablyseekingattentionofsomesortandI

wasn'tabouttoentertainherbutsomeonewas

Li:KwandoareyouOK?

Kwando:I'mfinecuz.

Li:talktome

MyfriendswalkedmeoutwhileweleftKwando

withLimile,theyweremakingjokesaboutme

goingonabaecationduringthesemesterand

whatnot.Theycanbesoannoyingandcrazy



thesetwo

Liyana:whatdoyouthinktheyaretalkingabout?

Ishruggedmyshoulders,probablyfamilystuff

orsomething.WhenIsawhimcomingtowards

us,IhuggedmytwoCraziesandgotinthecar

afterhehadopenedthedoorforme.Therideto

theairportwasanawkwardone,hewasquiet,

frowningandlookedlikehehadalotonhis

mind,onlygivingmeonewordanswerssoIlet

himbe.LastthingIwantistobeanuisanceto

someone.Weboardedthejet,stillbeingvery

awkwardtoeachother,meonmyownseat

withmyphoneandearphoneswhilehewas

busyonhislaptop.Wekeptstealingglancesat

eachother,Iwasjuststaringathishotness,the

waythatgolfT-shirtwassotightaroundhis

arms.Heisinsanelygorgeous

Li:doyouneedanything?

Ipausedmysong,thenremovedtheearphones



frommyears

Me:hmmm

Him:doyouneedanythingokanyeuright?

Thesexinessinthewayhespeaksthat

languageofhis.Makesmemeltandinstantly

forgetthatweweresittinghereinawkward

silencenotsolongago

Me:orangejuiceifikhona.

Henodded,headedtothebarfridgeandcame

backwiththejuicethensatnexttome.Sighing

intheprocess,nowmyheartwasracing

becausesomethingwasclearlywrong

Him:weneedtotalkwhenwegettotheflat.It

justhitmethatwe'vebeendoingthiswhole

spendingtimewitheachotherthingforovera

monthnowbutIstilldon'tknowyouandyou

don'tknowme

Me:sothat'swhyyouarebeingawkward



towardsme

Hesighedforthesecondtimeinaveryshort

spaceoftime

Him:I'msorryifmysilencehasmadeyou

uncomfortable.IzoneoutwhenI'mangry

Me:didImakeyouangry?

LasttimeIcheckedweweregoodbeforehe

spoketoKwandoandknowingthatgirl,she

probablysaidsomethingstupidtohimabout

me.Heshookhisheadthenpulledmetowards

himandkissedmycheek.IswearIgot

goosebumpsjustfromhissimpletouch.When

welanded,acarbrandedLwasquaredSmith

FinancialBrokerswasalreadywaitingforus.

Thesamebrandingwasonthejet,makesyou

stopandwonderhowrichthesepeoplereally

are.Theridefromtheairportwasashortone,

notawkwardatall,wellIwasbusylookingout

thewindowtohaveanyawkwardmoments,



Jo'burghadbeautifulcitylights.

Him:welcometomyplace

Hisflatwassuperclean,everythinghada

metallicfinishandtherewasafemininetouch

hereandthere.

Me:niceplace.Ilikeit

Him:lolyoushouldmovein

Me:don'tpushit

Him:lolamancandream.I'mgoingtomakeus

somethingtoeat,youcanjustchillinthe

lounge

Me:letmehelp

Him:don'tworrybabe,I'vegotit.

HewinkedatmewithhalfasmileandIjust

headedtothebedroom,tookashowerthen

woreagownovermyhispyjamapantsandhis

T-shirt.TheonesIgotthenightIspentwithhim

theveryfirsttime.ItwasMarchsoseasons



werechangingandtheweatherwasabitchilly.

Weateonthecouchafterhehadservedme

Me:haveyoualwayslivedhere?

Him:nah,itsthecompanyapartment,thelady

youmettheotherdaylivedherebeforeIdid

Me:yourboss

Hechuckles.Ireallyenjoyseeinghimlaugh,he

justseemssomuchmorebeautifulthanusual

Him:yesmyboss.Shewasn'tmybossthen

thoughbutyeahshelivedhere.

Me:andwherewereyouatthetime

Him:varsity.I'monly23.Turning24

Me:youlooksomuchmoreolder.Youare

actuallyAve-

IstoppedmyselfbeforeIrealizedthatIwas

unintentionallycomparinghimtoAvery.Idon't

knowwhyIwashavingsuchadifficulttime

gettingoveraguythatclearlydidn'tdeserveme



Him:weareactuallythesameage.I'mjusta

fewmonthsolder

Me:hmmm

Him:Kwandotoldmewhathappenedbetween

youguys

Me:LimileIdon'twanttotalkaboutit

Him:whydidn'tyoutellmeitwasAvery.Allthis

timeI'vebeenthinkingthatit'sKwandilesinceI

knowhewasinDurbanatsomepointandyou

guyswentouttogether

Me:Kwandohadnorighttotellyou.Itsnoneof

herbusiness.

Igotupfromthecouchandheadedtothe

kitchen,hefollowedrightbehindmeandthe

momentIplacedtheplateinthesink,heturned

mearoundandkissedme.Slowlyatfirst,but

myhormoneswerehavingnoneofthat,I've

beenshyingawaymyhorninessforwaytoo

longsoIwasalreadytakinghisT-shirtoff,he



didn'tstopme.Hishandswentstraighttomy

butt,givingitasqueezebeforeliftingmeupand

Iwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaist.Heledus

tothecarpetinthelounge,tookoffeveryitem

ofclothingIhadonandplantedwetseductive

kissesallovermybody,makingmesquirmand

quivertohiseverytouch.Heplantedakisson

mycookieandImoanedloudlybeforehetook

histimeeatingmeoutwhileIpushedhishead

deeperbetweenmylegs

Me:oohhhLi

Ifelthimchucklingwhilemybodytensedup,I

didn'twanttocumyet,IWantedthistolastfor

awhile.Whenheinsertedafinger,Icouldn't

holdbackanymoreandIjustreleased,

screaminghisnameloudlywhiletryingtocatch

mybreaththenhekissedmyforeheadand

pulledmeclosertohim

Him:lolsoyouarebothascreameranda

moaner



Ihithischestpainfullyandhelaughedwhile

pinchingmynipples

Him:Ilikeyourboobs

Me:really?Theyaresmallthough

Him:stillboobsbabe.

Heloweredhisheadtosuckonethenpecked

mylips

Him:I'mgoingtoenjoygettingtoknowyouthis

week

Me:sosex?

Him:lolIwon'tletyouusemelikethat.Mydick

isstrictlyreservedformygirlfriendandasyou

knowyouarenotmygirlfriend

MyhandwenttothebulgeinhispantsandI

gentlyrubbedoverhisdickoverhisjeans.When

hisgroanbecamelouder,heheldmyhand

Him:youarekillingmebabe



Me:lolshame.I'mgoingtogetcleanedup

Ididn'tbothertogetdressed,Ijustgotupfrom

hischestandwalkedtowardshisroom.Icould

feelhisstaresonmyassandIlaughedto

myself.Iopenedoneofthedrawers,thebottom

oneonthesideoftheheadboard,Iwaslooking

forashowercapbutwhenmyeyeslandedona

photograph,curiositygotthebetterofmeandI

pulleditout.MyheartnearlystoppedwhenI

sawmyself,atmy3rdbirthday.Iwasinblue

jeansandapickT-shirt,Iturneditaroundandit

waswritten"ThisisourdaughterAbongiwe

Dube.Youaremissingoutonalot.Buya

SthandwaSam.LoveBonganiDube"

[08/18,15:35]Mca:*15*

"Stayawayfrompeoplewhocan'ttake

responsibilityfortheiractionsandwhomake

youfeelbadforbeingangryatthemwhenthey

dowrong"



Istaredatthepicture,Iwassoconfused.It

madenosensethatthispicturewouldbehere,

whatconnectiondidLimilehavewithmy

parents,moreespeciallymymother?Istormed

out,Iwaswrappedinatowelnowandfound

himonthecouchwatchingsoccerhighlights.I

threwthepictureathim

Me:whatthehellisthis?

Hetookit,turneditaroundandfrownedin

confusion

Li:I'veneverseenthisbeforebabe.What's

goingon?

Me:readwhat'swrittenatthebackanddon't

eventhinkaboutlyingtome.

Heturnedthepicturearound,staredatthe

writingforawhilethengotupandapproached

mebutIraisedmyhandasindicationthathe

shouldn'teventhinkaboutcomingnearme

Me:starttalking



Him:Abongiwecalmdown.Idon'tknowthis

picture,maybeitbelongstoYolandaor

someonethatlivedherebeforeshedid.Andaz

butitsureashelldoesn'tbelongtome.I've

neverseenitbefore.Iswear

Isighindefeatandthrewmyselfonthecouch,I

don'twanttofacethisparticularpartofmylife,

itsnotworthmytime,energyorefforts.Iknew

mydadknewwheremymotherwasallthese

yearsandthatshedidn'twantmeinherlifebut

whywashesendingpicturestosomeonethat

didn'twantme.Itjustdoesn'tmakesense,

thereisalieinallofthis.Imightnotknowright

knowbutI'llknowsoonenough.Limilekneeled

infrontofme,takingmyhandsintohisand

forcingmetolookathim,Iwassocloseto

crying

Li:isthisyou?

HewaspointingatthepictureandInodded.He

lookedatitthenatmethensmiled



Him:youwerefarfromcute.Iwon'tevenlieto

you

Ilaughed,IwantedtocrysobadlybutnowI'm

laughingandsoishethenhegotup,satnextto

meandpulledmetowardshim

Him:sowhat'sthestorywithyourparents?

Me:mymomleftwhenIwasafewmonthsold

andneverlookedback.Iwasraisedbymydad.

20yearsofmylifethiswomanneverbothered

withmeandsuddenlyshewantstomeetme.

Him:andwhatdoyouwant?Doyouwantto

meether?

Ishookmyhead.I'mnotevenonebitcurious

abouther,shecoulddietodayandIwouldn't

carelessthat'swhyIdon'tgivearats'ass

abouther.Shehasbeendeadtomefor20years

now.Nothingcouldchangethat

Him:doyouhateher?



Me:wouldn'tyouhateapersonthatabandoned

you?

Hewentquietforawhile,justbreathingslowly

butnotsayinganything.Heissuchadarkpitof

mystery.Sometimesheopensupjustalittle

thenretreatsbacktohisdarktwistedplace.

Me:Li

Him:hmmm

Me:areyouOK?

Him:babelooktherearesomepeoplethat

wouldlovetobereunitedwiththeirmothers

Me:goodforthem.I'mnotoneofthem

Him:hearmeoutAbongiwe.Hatinghermeans

youhavesomesortofemotionattachedtoher,

itmeansyoucareaboutherandIthinkyouowe

ittoyourselftomeetherhalfway,hearwhat

excuseshewillthrowyourway,thentakeit

fromthere.



Irefusetobelievethatanypartofmefeels

anythingforthatwoman.Ijustwantherto

crawlunderwhateverrockshehasbeenhiding

inforthepast20yearsandleavemethehell

alone

Me:doyouthinkyoucanhelpmefindher?Your

familyiswellconnected

Helooksatmewithhalfasmile.Hemakes

suchsimplegestureslooksofreakensexy.I'm

stillnotusedtohishotness.Makesmewantto

staylockedupinthisflatwithhimjustsoIdon't

havetosharehimwiththeworld

Him:lolandwhatdoyouknowaboutmyfamily?

Me:wellthatyouguysaresuperrichand

powerful

Him:theSmithsaresuperrichandpowerful.

Myfamilyisjustanormalfamily.

Me:I'mconfused.



Him:mysurnameisHadebenotSmith

Andtheplotthickensbutthisisthefirsttimehe

evenopensupabouthisfamilysoIguessitsa

stepintherightdirection,itsclearthattalking

aboutsomethingsisn'teasyforhimsohis

bodyisalreadytensingup

Me:sohowcomeyougrewupwiththewhole

Smithentourage?

Him:myparentspassedawaywhenIwas

4yearsoldinacaraccidentandIwasraisedby

myaunt,LwandileHadebe

Me:buttheotherdayyouwereonthephone

withsomeoneandyoureferredtoherasmama

Him:that'smyaunt,Icallherthatandher

husbanddaddybecausethat'swhateveryone

wascallingthemwhenweweregrowingup.

AnywaymyauntmarriedLwandisoSmithso

shebecomeLwandileSmithanddaddyhastwo

brothers,uncleMikeanduncleJay,uncleMike



isAveryandLwakho'sdad.That'swhyI'm

Kwandile'scousinbutnotLwakho's

Italljustsoundslikeanepisodeoftheboldand

thebeautiful,suchcomplicationsbutallI

neededtograspwasthatheisn'trelatesto

Avery.

Me:I'msorryaboutyourparents

Him:Idon'trememberthem,mysisterdoes

thoughandshewasmostlyaffectedbytheir

passing,Iwasn't.

Me:soyouhaveasister?

Him:lolohIforgotthatyouthinksheismy

girlfriend.AlwandeZungu

Me:wait,holdupjustaminute.TheeAlwande

Zunguisyoursister?

Him:lolOKgroupie.Comelet'sgoshowersoI

canputyoutobed

Me:sex?



Him:lolkeepdreaming.

Hekissedmyforeheadthenliftedmeupinto

hisarms.Aftertheshower,wegotinbed,talked

somemoreuntilIprobablypassedout.There

wasjustsomethingaboutourtalklastnight

thatmakesmefeellikeIcantrusthim,likehe

isn'tbadformeandthathegenuinelycares

aboutme.TheweekinJo'burgwasamazing,he

wouldgotowork,callingmeeverytwohours

justtocheckifI'mstillokandthencomehome

tohomecookedmealsandcuddles.Ireallywas

enjoyingmytimewithhimeventhoughwe

neverwentoutbecauseofhiscrazywork

schedule,Ididn'tmind

Him:canwejusttrytobetogether?We'veboth

enjoyedthisweekandyouareleaving

tomorrow

Me:LiI'mscared,whatifyouchangeyourmind

aboutmetwomonthsdowntheline?WhatifI

screwthisup?WhatifIdon'tknowhowtolove



youright?Whatif-

Him:whatifyoustopoverthinkingallofthis

andjustletmeloveyou

Isighed,Iwantedto,IreallydidbutIwasso

scared,myheartcan'tgothroughanother

heartbreak,I'ddie.

Me:I'lltellyoubeforeIleavetomorrow

Him:hmmm

Hegotupfromthecouchandwalkedoverto

thekitchen,Idon'tknowifhewasmadatme

noworwhatbutfromthekitchen,hewentover

tothestudy,lockedhimselfinthere.WhenI

wasgettingsleepy,Iwenttobedwithouthim.

Him:wakeywakeysleepingbeauty

Hewaswhisperinginmyear,makingmesmile

inmysleep.

Him:vukakalokbabe

Me:hmmm



Islowlyopenedmyeyesandsatup,therewasa

trayofbreakfastonthepedestal.Itwas

morningalready

Me:hey

Him:morningbabe

Hekissedthetipofmynosebeforegettingon

thebedwithme

Him:Imadeyoubreakfast

Me:Icansee.Ngyabonga.Letmegowashmy

face

Hedidn'trespondbutrathersmiled,hewas

actingweirdbutitsstillearlyintheday,soI

won'tpaymuchattentiontothat.Islippedmy

feetintohisslippersandheadedtothe

bathroom,Ilookedatmyselfonthemirror

abovethesinkandtherewaswritingonit,with

lipstickmindyou.IgaspedloudlyafterIhad

finishedreadingthenliterallyranoutthe

bathroom



Me:Limilewhatthehell?

Him:don'tbemadatme

Me:I'mNotmadatyoubutyoucan'tpossibly

expectmetosayyes

Him:whynot?Theringisalreadyonyourfinger

sowhynot?

Ilookedonmylefthandandthereitwas,how

didInotnoticeitbefore?Itwasbeautifulbutno.

Noneofthismakessense.Noonedoesthese

kindofthings,youcan'tjustgoaround

proposingtopeoplethatyouaren'tina

relationshipwith.Itjustdoesn'tmakesense

Him:let'sskipthedatingprocessandjustget

married

Me:why?Itdoesn'tmakesense

Him:tomeitdoes.Iwantafamily,Iwantkids

andIwantallofthatwithyou.I'veneverbeenin

arelationship,I'dprobablyfuckitupwithout



evenrealizingitandthenenduplosingyou.I

can'triskthatAbongiwe,Iwantyouinmylife

forever.Iloveyou,I'veneversaidthattoanyone

exceptformyfamily.YouareeverythingIwant

inmylifefortherestofmylife.Pleasesayyes

Iwalkedtowardshim,hewasalreadyoutofbed

andstandinginthemiddleoftheroom,I'dbe

crazyifIfellintothis.Heistryingtolockme

downsoIwon'tleavehim,hefearspeople

leavinghim,probablybecauseofthedeathof

hisparents,hissistergettingmarriedand

movingtoanotherprovincefromhim.Hefeels

aloneandnowwantsmetosuddenlyreplaceall

thepeoplethathavelefthim.Theperksof

beingapsychologystudent,youpickupthese

thingsfrominteractionswithpeople

Me:IreallylikeyouLimile,alotbutIcan'tjust

marryyou.Idon'tknowyouwellenough

Him:you'llgettoknowme,I'mnotgoing

anywhere



Me:exactly.Let'sjustgettoknoweachother,

noskippingstepsandthenwewillvisitthis

conversationanothertime.I'mnotgoing

anywhere,I'mherewithyou.

Helookedsovulnerable,likealostlittleboyas

henodded,hiseyeswerewatery.Iwrappedmy

armsaroundhiswaist,heldhimtightlyand

afterawhileherespondedtothehug.

Twoweekslater,thingsbetweenuswere

flowing,weweren'tofficialyetbuthewas

helpingmefindmymother.Turnsouttherewas

anotherwomanthatlivedtherebeforeYolanda

didbutshehadmovedtoCapeTownandhe

washavingtroublegettingholdofher.Ihad

justwrittenmythirdsemestertestsoIhadtime

sincemynexttestwasinaweek

Liyana:Ineednewclothes.Scratchthat,we

neednewclothes

Me:youbuying?



Her:babeyouhaveamanthatworks,heshould

bebuying

Me:lolheisn'tmymanmngani

Her:mxmyouguysareannoyingyaz

Wepulledupatgatewayandaswegotoutthe

car,Yolandawasgettingoutofhercarwithtwo

kids,lookingprobably6yearsold.Shesmiled

andgreetedusaswewalkedpastandIgreeted

back.Istaredatherforwaytoolong,shewas

tooyoungtobemymother,itmakesnosense.

IthastobethewomaninCapeTown.After

shoppingforhours,Iwasexhaustedandhungry

sowegrabbedlunchbeforeheadingtores.At

theresreception,Iwasgivenaletter,

apparentlyitwasdeliveredwhileIwasout.I

openedthelettertheminuteIgotinmyroom

andthemoreIreadit,theangrierIgot.This

explainswhyshereactedthewayshedidwhen

shemetme,thepanicattackandnowshe

writesmeastupidlettertotryandjustifyher



actions.IreadoverthelameexcusesuntilIwas

fedupandjustcrumpledupthepaperand

tosseditonthebinthendialedthenumberthat

wasonthebusinesscardthataccompaniedthe

letter.YolandaNtabeniCEO
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"Ilookedinthemirrorandsaidtomyself:it's

timetoconfrontthedemons,babe."

Itwasafter4dreadfulringsthatsheanswered

thephoneandthewaysheansweredmademe

realizethatshehashadmynumberallalong

andthatshewasexpectingmycallwhich

infuriatedmeevenmore

Yolanda:moloAbongiwemntanam

Me:don'tyoudarecallmethat

Shesighedthentookapause

Her:youmusthavealotofquestions

Me:no.I'mnotevenabitinterestedinyouor



yourlife.IwantedtotellyouthatIreceivedyour

rubbishletterandyourlameexcusesdon't

changeanything.Istillhateyou,istillwant

nothingtodowithyouanddon'ttrytoreachout

tomebecauseI'mnotinterested

Ihungupbeforeshecouldanswer,mybreath

wasrunningshort,Ifeltlikethewallswere

cavinginonmeandbeforeIknewititwas

lightsout.I'veneverhatedsomeonesomuch

before,I'veneverhatedanyoneactuallybut

goshIhateYolandaNtabeni,whatwasmydad

thinkingveleyenahookingupwithaXhosa

woman?Hehasnomoneysoobviouslyshe

wasgoingtoleavehimwithathousand

problemsandabrokenheart.Naye

uyangicasulanjeforbeingthatstupid.Whenmy

eyesopened,ittookawhileformetorealize

thatIwasinhospital,Lwakhowasnexttome

togetherwithLiyanaandLimile.Idon'tknow

whenhegotherebutwhenIclearedmythroat



everyoneliftedtheirheadsandlookedatme,

Limilerushedtomyside,takingmyhandinto

hisandkissedit

Li:heybabe,youscaredme

Lwakho:yeahbuddyyouscaredallofushey

Liyana:thedoctorsaysyouarepregnanthey.

Congrats

Myheartstoppedforasecondandmyeyes

widened,Istaredatherwithmyeyesoutand

theyjustburstintolaughter

Liyana:lolyoushouldhaveseenyourself,fuckI

shouldhavetakenapic

Me:voetsekwenayaz.Ngizokbambayezwa

Lwakho:Buddyit'snotlikeyouaregettinglaid

sowhyareyouevenscared

Trustthesetwocrazypeopletotalkaboutsex

themomentIwakeup,Iwasevenfeelingsorry

forLibecauseheissuchachilledguy,heisn't



usedtosuchcraziness

Me:what'swrongwithme?

Li:thedoctorsaidyouhadapanicattack

ThenIrememberthatIstartedfeelingfuzzy

afterIspoketothatexcuseofahumanbeing

namedYolanda,amerethoughtofherwas

enoughtolandmeinapooloftears.

Li:heeybabewhat'swrong?

Me:Ifoundmymother,wellIguessshefound

me

Him:ohshetoldyou?

IfrownedasIsatup.Soheknewallalongand

chosenottotellme.Iknewit.Iknewhewas

toogoodtobetrue

Him:Ifoundoutitwasherlastnightandgave

her48hrstotellyouherselforI'dtellyou

Me:youshouldhavetoldmeoratleastgiven

meaheadsup



Lwakho:holdon.Liyouknowhermother?How

Li:shouldItellthem?

Me:nahI'lltellthem.Hisbossismymother

Lwakho:Iknewit.Thatresemblancebuddy.

Ndakxelela

Liyana:sowhathappensnow?Areyouguys

goingtobuildarelationship?

Me:hellno.I'mOKonmyown.Ihavemydad,

hehasbeenmymotherandmyfatherallmy

life.Itsallgood

ThenextdayIwasdischargedfromthehospital

andwentbacktores,Istilldon'tknowhowto

feelaboutthewholethingofsuddenlyhavinga

motherbutI'mgoingtoputitatthebackofmy

mindandfocusonmoreimportantthings

Me:youshouldreallygobacktoJo'burg

Li:IshouldbutIwon'tuntilIknowyouwillbe

fine



Me:itwasapanicattacknotcancer.LiI'mfine

really.

Him:IthoughtIwasgoingtoloseyou.I've

neverbeenthisscaredinmylife.

Me:youworrytoomuch.I'mfine.

Hewaspacingaroundmytinyroom,making

medizzysoIpulledhimonthebedjustsohe

cansitdownandstaycalm

Me:Iloveyou

Hefrowned,Iwasn'tlyingbecauseIdofeel

stronglyabouthim,ofcoursemyfearsarestill

therebutIrefusetoletthemholdmehostage

Him:didIjusthearyoucorrectly

Inodwithasmileonmyfacebuthedoesn't

smile,insteadhelooksatmeintenselyasifI

didn'tjustconfessmylovetohim,withan

addedsmileontopofthat

Me:Limile



Him:babe

Me:Iloveyou

Him:areyousure?Itsnotthemedication

talking?

Nowhehadafaintsmilewhichmadeiteasier

formetohithisarm.Mxmthisguythough.He

pullsmetowardsme,placesakissonmy

cheekthenlooksatmewithasmileonhisface,

itsbroadernowsoItakeitithasregisteredin

hisheadthatIwantthisrelationshipwithhim

Him:lolyoujustwantmydick.That'swhatis

happeninghere

Me:lolwhatthefuck?Lolyouaresuchanidiot

Him:I'myouridiotnow.Finally

Hebroughthisfaceclosertomineandwe

sharedaslowkiss,sealingthedeal.Hiskisses

haveawayofjustmakingmefeellikeI'mbeing

liftedoffthegroundandfloatingonacloudof



happiness.Aweeklaterhemadeastopin

DurbanbeforeflyingouttoPE,wehaddecided

thathewasgoingtoaccompanymewhenI

meetupwithYolanda.HonestlyIdon'teven

knowwhyI'mgivingherasecondofmytime,

shedoesn'tdeserveit.AsIgetready,myphone

rings.It'smydad.

Me:sawbonababa

Dad:sawbonaAbongiwe.Howareyou?

Me:I'mwellbaba.Howareyou?

Him:I'mwelltoo.Yourmothertellsmethatyou

finallydecidedtomeetupwithher

Irollmyeyes,Ihateitwhensomeonerefersto

thathorriblewomanasmymother,sheis

nothingtome.Maybeasurrogatethatcarried

meformydadbutthat'saboutit.Sheisjust

Yolanda,norelationtome

Me:shehasbeencallingmeandI'mhoping

afterIhearherstupidexcuses,shewillstop



Him:Abongiwe

Me:nobaba.Youcareaboutherbecauseyou

lovedherorstillloveher,angazbutIdon'tlove

her.IneverhaveandIneverwill.Shebasically

chosethislifeforallofus,shechosetowalk

away,shechosethatImustgrowupwithouta

mother,shechosetobreakyourheart.Allof

thisisbecauseofherchoices.Shedoesn't

deserveanythingfromme

Hetookapause,IknowIwascrossingtheline,

probablycomingacrossasdisrespectfulbutI

wasn'tabouttostartlyingtomyfatherabout

thewayIfeelaboutthis.Noway

Him:Iunderstandmntanam.Wellletmeknow

howitgoes

Me:OKbaba

Ihungup,tiedmybraidsintoaponytailsinceI

wasalreadydressedinhighwaistedcropped

jeansandaskyblueT-shirtwithwhitesneakers.



WhenLicalledtosayheisoutside,Igrabbed

myphoneandwalkedout.I'mstillnotafanof

carryinghandbags,itsunnecessarybaggagenje.

Ifoundhimstandingoutsidehiscar,wehugged,

himliftingmeupandspinningmearound

beforeplacingmebackonthefloorandgiving

mealongbabykiss

Li:heymyangel

Ismiled,blushedactually

Me:babywam.Unjani?

Him:I'vemissedyousonowthatI'mseeingyou

I'mgreat.

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinwhilehe

gotinthedriver'sseat

Him:unjaniwenababe?

Me:nervousorpissed.Angaznam

Him:lolrelax.Idon'twantyouthrowingthings

atmymotherinlaw



Me:notfunny

Him:lolrelaxbabe.I'mhere

Heplacedhishandonmythigh,givingitasoft

squeezethenfocusedontheroadthewhole

waytoYolanda'shouse,shelivedinBallitoina

doublestoreyhouse,itwasevidentthatshehas

hadanicelifewhilemyfatherandIstruggled

somuch,Ifeltmyselfgettingangryallover

again

Him:wearehere

Me:let'sleave

Him:babehaah

Me:Ineedamoment

Iexpectedhimtogetoutofthecarandgiveme

thatmomentbutnah,hejustchilled,threwhis

headbackandclosedhiseyes

Me:Limile

Him:yesmyangel



Me:phumahaw

Heopenedoneeye,lookedatmethenclosedit

again

Him:youZuluwomenarecrazy,youmightjust

runawaywithmycar

Me:lolwhat?Ican'tevendrivesowhywouldI

runawaywithyourcar?Youarenotmaking

sense

Him:butyouarelaughingandthat'sallIwas

hopingfor.Youready?

Ishruggedmyshoulders,Ireallydon'tknowif

I'mreadyforthisornotbutitsnowornever

Him:I'vegotyouOK

Inodaswebothgotoutthecar,headedtothe

door,herangthedoorbellandthemorewe

waited,thefastermyheartbeat.Idon'tseethis

turningoutwell.Afterafewminutes,Thedoor

openedandamanappeared,hetookonelook



atusthensmiled.Ididn'thaveanysmiles

packedforthisvisitsoIjustgavehimastraight

face

[08/18,15:35]Mca:*17*

"Strongpeoplerarelyhaveaneasypast"

ThewayLimileconversedwiththismanashe

ledustotheloungewasenoughtoletmeknow

thattheykneweachother.

??:whatwouldyouguysliketodrink

Li:juiceisfineforme.Babe?

Iturnedtolookathim,Ihadbeenlooking

aroundthishouseanditsbeyondperfect,the

interiordesign,thefuture,everythingaboutit

wasjustonpoint

Me:hmmm

Li:whatwouldyouliketodrink?

Me:ohjuiceisfine.



Themannoddedandwalkedaway,Iwonder

wheretheladyofthemomentisandwhenshe

willgraceuswithherpresence.Iwastryingmy

besttocalmdown,Iwasbreathinginslowly

andexhalingjusttoavoidanotherpanicattack,

Iwon'tgiveherthesatisfactionofbeing

vulnerableinherpresence.Hellno.Theman

broughtinourdrinksinatraythensatdown.He

hasn'tintroducedhimselftous,welltome

becauseclearlyheknowsLimile.Itookasipof

themangojuicethenplacedthatglassbackon

thetray

??:ohpardonmymanners,Ihaven'tintroduced

myselfhaveI?

Ishakemyhead,heseemslikeanicemanyena

shame.Wellputtogetherandyoucanseethat

heisrichandwelleducated

??:mynameisLubanziZikhali,Yolandaismy

partner



Partner?Alrightlet'sjustbefancywiththeterm

"Boyfriend".IwanttorollmyeyessobadlybutI

containit.

Me:I'mAbongiweDube

Banzi:nicetofinallymeetyouAbongiwe.I've

heardabitaboutyou

Inod,Idon'twanttospendmoretimethan

necessaryinthishousesothisYolandaqueen

ofEnglandladybettercomehere,speakandlet

meleave

Li:won'tYolandabejoiningus?

Banzi:shewillbutshehadanemergency

meetingwithourson'sspeechtherapist

Me:howmanykidsdoesshehave?

ThatquestioncameoutbeforeIhadtimeto

thinkaboutit,Iwascurioustoknowhowmany

childrenshechoseoverme.Hersongetsto

haveaspeechtherapists,mustbenice



Banzi:wehave3kids,twoboysandadaughter.

Lazolais18,Lunathi16andLukhanyais6

Me:hmmm

Idrankmoreofmyjuice,Limilewasjust

watchingme,notinacreepywaybutinaworry

feltwaybuthonestlyIwasfine.Ireallydidn't

caremuchforYolandaandherlife,Idon'tplan

onbeinginitanyway

Li:Lazisstillinboardingschoolright?

Banzi:yeahhewasn'tgoingtoleavethatschool

justbecausewemovedthisside.Youknow

howheiswithhisrugby

Theylaughandhavemorediscussionsabout

Yolandaandherkidsuntiltheyallgosilent

whenshewalksinwithherdaughter,Ilookedat

theteenageranditwasasifIwasstaringatthe

mirror.Shewasabitdarkerthanme,probably

gettingthatfromLubanzibutapartfromthat,I

waslookingatmyself



Yolanda:helloeveryone.I'msorryforkeeping

youguyswaiting

Ihatetosaythisbutshewaslookinggorgeous,

effortlesslygorgeousinherskinnyjeans,royal

bluestilettosandblackblazer

Li:noproblemboss

ShesharedasmilemomentwithLimile,allthis

timeI'mjustquiet,lookingatmyfingersandthe

glassthatitsholding.HowIwishIdidn'thave

tohavethismomentwithoutmydad.She

joinedher"partner"onthecouchasthe

daughterwentupthestairs

Yolanda:helloAbongiwe

Iliftedmyhead,lookedatherthendivertedmy

eyeselsewhere

Me:hello

Banzi:I'llgiveyouguyssomeprivacy

Yolanda:thankslove.LimileIthinkyoucando



thesame

Me:no.Listays

Iwasnowlookingather,Iwantedhertoknow

thatImeanitanditsnotupfornegotiation.She

nodsandthensilencefillstheroom.

Me:youwantedtoseeme

Yolanda:Iknowyouprobablyhatemeandits

becauseyoudon'tknowwhathappenedand

howithappened.Inyourmindyoujusthave

thisideaofmeleavingyouat3monthsand

neverlookingback

Idon'trespond

Her:youfatherandIwereneverinlove.Maybe

hewasinlovewithmebutIwasneverinlove

withhim

Me:thenwhymarryhim?Whyhavesexwith

him?Whyhaveachildwithhim?Why

complicatethelivesoftwootherpeoplewhen



youcouldhaveeasilywalkedaway

Her:howdoyouwalkawayfromanarranged

marriage?Howdoyounothavesexwithyour

husbandwhenhisauntsandmotherawaitthe

bloodstainedwhitesheetthedayafterthe

wedding?Howdoyouavoidpregnancywhen

youdon'tevenknowwhatacontraceptiveis?

YouandIgrewupindifferenttimesmntanam,

whatyouknewattheageof14,Ionlygotto

knowattheageof20andabove.

HerquestionsdefinitelyshutmeupbutIdon't

feelsorryforher,notatall.Shecanblame

peopleformakingchoicesforherwhenitcame

tohermarriage,tothesexandgettingpregnant

butnoonemadethechoiceforhertoleaveme

behind.Shedidthatonherown.Idon'tcare

whatshehastosay,hermarriageand

nonexistentrelationshipwithmyfatherhas

nothingtodowithme.

Her:Iwantedtomakesomethingofmylife,I



didn'twanttojustbesomeone'swifeforthe

restofmylife.IhaddreamsandambitionsI

neededtopursue

Li:youarejustconfusingherYolanda.Youare

goingaboutthisthewrongwayandthewayI

seeitisthatyouaretryingtodrawsympathy

fromherforyourselfishbehavior.Youareeven

startingtoirritatemebecauseaswesitright

now,Abongiweisundertheimpressionthatyou

arehermother.Gettothepoint

Me:whatdoyoumeanI'mundertheimpression

thatsheismymother?Isshenotmymother?

HelookedatYolanda,notoncedidheturnhis

headtolookatme.Iwasnowgettingeven

moreconfusedandwhenshegotuptoleave

theroom,Iwasleftwithamillionquestion

markshangingovermyhead.Whatthehellis

goingonherekanti.Shereturnedafewminutes

laterwithaphotoalbumwhichshegaveto

Limiletopasstome.Islowlyopenedit,there



werepicturesoftwins.Thepicturesweretaken

alongtimeago.IpageduntilIgottopicturesof

thesametwinsattheirteenageyears

Me:youareatwin?

Her:Ihadatwinsister,shediedwhilegiving

birthtoyou

Me:huh?!

Her:I'mnotyourmotherAbongiwe,yourmother

passedaway20yearsago.Shewastheonethat

wasmarriedtoyourfatherbutwhenshe

passedaway,Iwasarrangedtotakeherplace.I

wasforcedtoraiseyouandIjustwasn'tready

so3monthsintothewholemarriage,Iranaway.

Iwantedmyownlife,nottoliveinmysister's

shadow.YesIwasselfishbutIhadtolivemy

life

Me:wowsoyoudecidedtotoywithmyfeelings,

wrotemeasoppyletterforwhat?Whycouldn't

youjusttellme?Whydidyouandmyfather



havetojustcomplicatemylife?Whynottell

fromayoungagethatekseyourmomdied

Her:howwouldweexplainthepicturesofus

together?Wediditalltoprotectyou

Me:Idon'tbuythisstory.Thereissomething

elsethatbothyouandmyfatherarehiding.It

makesnosense,whywasn'tItakentoseemy

mother'sgrave?Whereishergrave?Noman

thisdoesn'tmakeanysense.Youarelying

wenaYolanda.Youjustwanttoconfuseme.No

Idon'tbelieveyou

Iwasnowintears,mymindfloatingin

confusion.Ifthisiseventrue,whythe

unnecessarylies,whyhurtmebymakingme

believethatmymotherleftwhenyoucould

haveeasilytoldmethatshedied.Deathis

easiertoacceptthanknowingthatyouwere

abandoned

Me:IwantaDNAtestdone.Withyouandmy



dad

Sheshiftedindiscomfort,Iknowsheislying.

Sosheneedstostarttellingthetruthasin

yesterday

Her:OKifthat'swhatyouwant.I'llcontactmy

doctor

Li:noI'llcontactmydoctorandhaveitdone.

Shenodded.IsawnootherReasonforusto

stayatthathousesowesaidourgoodbyesand

left

Me:howoldisYolanda?

Li:lateforties.Probably48orsomething.Why?

Me:ukuthiI'mjustthinking.Thatmeansshe

hadmeorratherhersisterhadmewhenshe

was28yetsheclaimsshewasn'treadytoraise

achild.28isold

Li:itis.Ialsodon'tbuyherstory.I'vealready

textedmyPItolookintothistwinsisterstory



andseeifitchecksout.Myresearchwasn'tas

indepthasthatofaPIbecauseIfoundthather

sisterisyourmotherbutrichpeoplewith

secretschoosethekindofinformationthatcan

mefoundaboutthem

Me:thewayIseeit,thereisatwinsister,I

meanwebothsawthepictures

Him:picturescanbemanipulatedmyangel.

Yolandaisyourmother,thatIknowforafact

butIthinkherandyourdadhavesomesortof

arrangementwhichsheisprobablybreakingby

wantingtobeinyourlife.

Isighed.Iwasexhausted,physicallyand

mentallyandthisdaywasjustadrag.Wegot

takeawaysthenwenttoShaun'shouse,that's

whereLimilewasstayingfortheweekend.I've

madehimcutthishotelbusiness,whystayina

hotelwhenyouhavefamilyinDurban.Mangi

rantomeasIwalkedin



Mangi:auntyAbongs

Me:heybaby.Youcan'tcallmeauntywhenI'm

yourwife

Helaughed,hereallyisacutekid.Sohappyand

funtobearound.HegreetedLimileasIplaced

thefoodonthekitchencounterandwentinto

thelounge

Me:heymngani

Liyana:heygirl.Howwasit?

Me:dreadful.Thatwomangivesmemore

reasonstohatehereverytimeIseeher

ItoldhertheeventsofourvisittoYolanda's

houseandshelookedahundredtimesmore

confusedthanIwaswhenIwasgoingthrough

itall

[08/18,15:36]Mca:*18*

"Weeatandenjoythelieswhenourheartsare

hungry"



WhenIwassettledinbedandwithLimiletaking

ashower,Idialedmydad'snumber.Something

aboutthewayYolandafounditsoeasyto

fabricateherliestoldmethatthereismoreto

thiswholedramathanmeetstheeye,therewas

somethingmydadwasn'ttellingme.He

answeredonthe4thring,soundingtiredand

probablyhewasasleeponthecouch

Dad:Abongiwe

Me:hellobaba.Unjani?

Him:tiredbutI'mwell.You?

Me:samehere.ImetupwithYolanda

Him:hmmm

Me:shesaidsheisnotmymother

Hedidn'trespondforawhile,Icouldhearhim

breathingwhichmeanshehadn'thungup.My

heartwasracing,themoreIdigdeeperintoall

ofthis,themoreIquestionwhetherIneed



theseanswersinmylifeornot.Thecuriosityis

gettingthebetterofmeandinawayI'm

longingtoknowthetruth

Him:sheislying

Iknewit.

Me:sosheismymother?Nothertwin?

Him:yourmotherhasneverhadatwin.Iwould

havelovedtospeaktoyouinpersonaboutall

thisbutIknowexamsaregoingtobestarting

soonforyousoyoucan'tcomehome.Iloved

yourmother,Ijustwasn'tenoughforher,she

saidIlackedambition,driveandIwassettling

inlife.ShesaidIdidn'thavedreamslikeshedid

soshedoesn'tfeellikeIamthekindofman

shewantsinherlifesowebrokeup.Iwasliving

inPEatthetime,workingasatruckdriverwhile

shewasworkingasabigshotinafinancial

brokerscompany.Myjobtookmearoundthe

countryandwhenIreturnedtoPEafterbeing



gonefor6months,Iranintoher.Shewas

pregnantwithyou,shehadnointentionof

tellingmesohadInotbumpedintoherthatday,

IwouldneverhaveknownthatIwasabouttobe

afather.Shedidn'twantachildandshedidn't

wanttobetiedtomeforeversoshewasgoing

togiveyouupforadoptionbutIbeggedhernot

togothroughwithit.Whenyouwerethree

monthsold,IlostmyjobandIhadtogohome

backtoKZN.Shedidn'twalkoutonyouwhen

youwerethreemonthsold,sheleftyouinmy

armsatthehospitalthedayyouwereborn.

That'sthetruth.

IwassobbingwhenLimilecameoutofthe

bathroom,myheartwasbreakingintoamillion

pieces,IwishIhadjustleftthiswholething

aloneanddidn'taskanyfurtherquestions

becauseitsstartingtofeelasifI'mbreakingmy

ownheartoverandoveragainbyseekingmore

answersbutI'mdonenow.Thisisitforme,I'm



goingtoburythiswholethingandjustfocuson

mylifeagain.Howdoyoujustleaveanewborn

atthehospitalandthenjustlieaboutittwenty

yearslater?Ihatethatwoman

Him:AbongiweattheendofthedayYolandais

stillyourmother,yesshemadehermistakes

butsheisyourfleshandblood.Xolamntanam

Ishookmyheadasmoretearsstreameddown

myface,angisozengaxola.Ihateher,Ihateher

somuchandIhateherevenmoreforeven

tryingtopaintmyfatherasabadmanthat

forcedhertomarryhim,thatforcedhertohave

sexwithhimandhaveme.I'mstartingtothink

YolandaNtabenidoesn'tknowthedifference

betweenthetruthandalie

Me:Iwillneverforgiveher.Shedoesn'tdeserve

meoryou.

Hesighed,heknewbetterthantoarguewith

mewhenI'vemadeupmymind.Isaid



goodnighttohim,hungupandgotoffthebed.I

needalongrelaxingbath,thisdayhasbeen

nothingbutacrazynightmare

Li:yizaphababe

Me:wait

Him:ndyakcelamyangel.Yiza

Hewassittingontheedgeofthebedwithhis

armstretchedout.Iapproachedhim,hemade

mesitonhislapthengavemeagentlesqueeze

Him:Ihateitwhenyoucry

Me:I'mfine

Him:youarenot.You'vehadacrazyday,

emotionallydrainingsoIdon'twantyoutoact

strongaroundme.I'mhereforyouAbongiwe.In

everywayyouneedmetobe.I'mhere

Inod,thelumponmythroatwouldn'tletme

speakorsayanythingafterthat.WhenIwas

domebathing,Icrawledintobedandcuddled



withmyman.Whatawaytostartour

relationship,ourfocushasbeenEverywhere

exceptonourselves.Itoldhimwhatmydad

hadsaidandthatIwasputtingthiswholething

tobed,clearlyYolandadoesn'twantme,she

neverdidandIdon'tcarebecauseIdon'twant

hereither

Li:sosinceyouknowyouhavesiblings,areyou

atleastgoingtotryabuildarelationshipwith

them

Me:nope.I'mgoodLi,Iwon'tforcepeopleinto

mylife.I'mnotdesperate

Him:buttheyhaven'tdoneanything,youare

makingthempayfortheirmother'smistakes.

Comeonbabe,that'snotfair

Me:lifeisn'tfair

Therewasjustsomethingaboutbeingonhis

chestaftersuchadrainingdaythatwas

bringingpeacetomysoul,heisitforme.Idon't



thinkI'deverfindanotherguythatisaspatient,

loving,understandingandtrulyasamazingas

Limileis.Heisjustpureperfection

Him:whyaren'tyousleeping?

Me:Idon'tknow.Ijustcan'tsleep.I'mprobably

horny

Him:lolforgetaboutit

Me:hayibabycomeon.Youarekillingmehere

Hewasenjoyingthis,heknowshowmuchI

wanthim.HowmuchIneedhimbutheisjust

draggingthisout.Heclimbsontopofme,

gentlyseparatingmylegsthenplacesawet

kissonmyneck

Me:hmmm

Him:lolyouaresuchasexfreak

Icouldalreadyfeelatinglingsensationbetween

mylegs

Him:whenIdomakelovetoyou,Iwantittobe



somethingthatyouwant

Me:Idowantit

Hishandgoesundermyvest,hegivesmyboob

agentlesqueezethenrollsmynipplebetween

histhumbandforefinger

Him:Iwantittobesomethingyouneed,

somethingthatwillbeonyourmindeventhe

nextday,you'llbethinkingaboutitthewhole

day,gettingyourselfwetintheprocess

Icouldalreadyfeelhiserectionpressedhard

againstmycookie,hiswarmbreathonmyneck

wasenoughtomakethehairsonthebackof

myneckstand

Me:baby

Him:Iwantyoutobesoturnedonthatyour

wholebodyeruptsinanorgasmthemoment

mydickentersyou

Themorehespoke,thehornierandwetterIgot,



thiswaspuretorturebutfuckititwasdoingthe

damnthingtomyclit.Thetinglewasonsome

otherlevelofamazing.Hehelpedmeoutofmy

vestandunderwear,whenhetookthetimeto

admiremynakedbody,Icouldn'thelpbutshy

away

Him:youhavethesexiestbodyintheworld.I'm

goingtoenjoyworshippingit

Mycheeksinstantlyheatedup.Couldhebe

anymoreperfectthanhealreadyis?He

massagedmystomach,andthenhishands

exploredmywetopening.Histhumbrubbedmy

clitcausingmetogasp.

Me:Ohwow!

Itseemslikeallheneedstodoistouchme,and

Iquiverwithpleasure!Histouchwasjust

magical,sensationallyso.Igrabbedapillow

andsmotheredmyselfasIscreamed.Last

thingIwantisShaunandLiyanahearinghow



hornyIamorhowgoodI'mgoingtobegetting

it.Hewastakinghistimewithfingerfucking

meandIwasdrippingwet.Iwantedhiminside

me

Him:Youwanttohelpmeputthecondomon?

WithAveryIneverhadtodothatsothiswas

somethingnewforme.Idon'tevenknowhow

youputitonbutIwantto

Me:Sure

Irepliedeventhoughitwashardtospeak.He

openedthepackageasItossedthepillowaside,

thenhandedmethecondom.Myhandsshook

asIputthecondomonhim.Hewasabitbigger

thanAvery,buthispenislookedabsolutely

beautifultome.Onceitwason,hekissedme,

pullingmylegsaroundhiswaist.Hegently

enteredmeandIfeltmycookiestretch,itsbeen

waytoolong

Me:aaah



Hefeltabsolutelyamazinginsideme.Whenhe

wasfullyinsideme,allittookwasonethrust

andIeruptedintoamindblazingorgasm.Iwas

makingsomanynoisesthatIwantedtocover

myfaceagain,buthekeptkissingme.Iwasin

heaven!

[08/18,15:36]Mca:*19*

"Thankyouforremindingmewhatbutterflies

feellike"

Iwatchedhimashesleptonthebedand

wonderedhowIgotsolucky.Thisguyisthe

definitionofamazing,thepastyearhasbeen

nothingbutpureblissforus.We'vebeen

travelingtogetherifIdon'thaveatestcoming

upandnowthatI'mhalfwaythroughmyfinal

yearIcan'thelpbutwonderwhatthefuture

holdsforus

Li:Icanfeelyoustaring

Me:youcallitstaring,Icallitadmiring



Him:youaresuchaweirdo.Whyareyouupso

earlyanyway?

Hepullsmeclosertohimandplacesapeckon

mycheekcausingmetoblushinstantly.Hestill

hashiseyesclosed

Me:IhaveanassignmentthatIneedtofinish,I

havetodomyhairandIstillhavetospend

someseriousqualitytimewithyousinceyou

areleavingtomorrow

Him:wellwecanstartwiththequalitytimeright

now

Hishandgoestothespacebetweenmylegs

andhepresseshisthumbonmyclitbefore

slidingafingerin

Him:hmmmsowet

Afteraheatedmorningworkout,ashower

togetherandbreakfast,heisnowdrivingmeto

campussinceIreallyhavetofinishthis

assignmenttoday



Him:you'llletmeknowwhenIhavetopickyou

upright?

Me:yesbaby

Ipeckhislipsbuthepullsmeinforadeeper

kiss.IfIhaditmyway,I'dratherjustspendmy

dayinbedwithhimgettinguptonogood.Ilove

havingsexnow,itfeelsnaturalknowingthatall

ofhimbelongstomeandIdon'thavetobe

sharinghimwithanotherperson.Thelibraryis

quietandalmostempty,itistheweekendafter

all,Ifindacubicle,switchmylaptoponandget

towork.

Avery:IthoughtitwasyouwhenIsawyou

walkingin

Ididn'tthinkI'dberunningintohimanytime

soon,lasttimeIsawhimwasinmyfirstyear,

hegraduatedthenextyearandthatwasit.I

lookedathim,stillthesamegoodlookingAvery,

helookedabitmorematurednow



Him:canIgetahug?

Igotup,huggedhim,hesmeltsogoodandI

thinkIfeltalittleflutterofbutterflieswhenI

pulledback

Him:youstilllookasbeautifulasyoudidthe

lasttimeIsawyou

Ismile,Idon'twanttoblushthough.Imight

haveforgivenandgottenoverhimbutthat

doesn'tmeanIhaveforgottenthehellthathe

putmethrough.ThehellIthoughtwaslove

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:IwasjustintowntoseeApheandourson

Me:alright.Howaretheweddingplanscoming

along

Hesighedthenpausedforasecond

Him:webrokeup.Afterthebabywasborn,we

realizedthatgettingmarriedwouldendup

hurtingthebothofusalongtheway.Been



singleeversincethat

Me:ohOK

Iwantedtolaughbutatthesametimehejust

gavememorereasonsastowhyI'mhappythat

hebrokeupwithme.Whenweweretogetherhe

wasonabouthismotherforcinghimtobewith

Apheleleyetitwassoeasyforhimtoleaveher

whenhewasdoingitforhimselfthanitwas

whenIhadaskedhimtodoitforme

Him:IstillhaveyournumberbutIcan'treach

you.Iknowyoublockedme

Me:Ihadto.LookAveryIhaveabusyday

aheadofme,Ineedtofinishthis

Him:alright.WellhopefullyI'llstillseeyou

around.ItwasgoodtoseeyouAbongiwe.

Reallygood

Iflashedhimasmileandgotbacktowork,I

triedputtinghimatthebackofmymindbutI

couldn't,Ihadn'tseenhiminsolongand



suddenlywhenIdo,heissingleandlooking

amazing.

Lwakho:youdidn'tsayIshouldtellyouwhenhe

returns

Me:hawbuddyayoungheadsupwouldhave

beenappreciated

I'monthephonewithLwakhojusttopasstime

asIwaitforLimiletopickmeup.Assignment

hasbeendoneanddusted

Him:yousaidwemustkeepAveryawayfrom

ourfriendship.Anywaysohowwasseeinghim?

Diditsparkanoldflame?

Me:notreally.Iwasjustshockedtoseehim

morethananythingelse.LookLijustgothere,

wewilltalklater

Him:alrightshap

LimileandIspendthedaywatchingamovie,

havinglunchandweenditoffwithshopping



thenwemadeourwaytohisflat.Weareboth

exhausted

Li:howdidtheassignmentgo?

Me:it'sdone.IstruggledabitbutImanagedto

finishit

Him:that'smygirl

HekissesmycheekandIjustlaugh.Whenhis

phonerings,Iusethisasanopportunitytorelax

myselfanddriftoffintoanicenapbutthat

lastsforasecond

Him:thefamwantstocomeoverforabraai

Me:babyno.I'mtiredandI'mnotinthemood

forpeople

Him:youdon'twanttoshareme

HeisclimbingontopofmebutIgentlypush

himoff.I'mtiredandnotinthemoodforhimas

well.WellnotinthemoodforsexbutIwon't

saynotoanicecuddle



Him:youdon'twantme?

Me:justholdmeandtellyourfamilytoleaveus

alone

Him:lolIloveyou

HekissesmyneckandIslowlydriftofftosleep.

Ididn'twanttothinkaboutseeingAvery,Ididn't

wanthimtobeafactorinmylifebutourcircles

dooverlapsoitwasboundtohappenthatwe

runintoeachother.SoeverySundaywehave

lunchatShaun'shouse,Liyanabasicallylives

therenowalthoughherparentsarenotaware

ofthat.Whenwegetthere,Shaunisoutside

withMangiandLijoinshimwhileIjoinKwando

andLiyanainthekitchen

Liyana:OKIhavetotellyouguysthisbeforeI

explode

Me:Ialreadyknow

Irollmyeyes,Iknowsheprobablywantstotell

meaboutAvery'sreturn



Liyana:knowwhat?

Me:thatAveryisback

Li:Averyisback?

Iturnaroundandheisatthedoorwaylooking

atuswithwhatlookslikeablankexpression

Kwando:ohoh

Shewhispersthisandleavesthekitchen.Mxm

thatgirlhasnobackbone

Me:yeah.

Li:andyouknowthishowbabe?

Liyana:letmegocheckonMangaliso

Thesebitches,leavingmeherealoneasifI'm

theonlyonethat'sawareofAvery'spresencein

thecity

Me:Ibumpedintohimatthelibraryizolo

Him:bumpedintohimoryouhadplanswith

him



Nowhisexpressionhasgonefromblanktofull

blownrage.Iswallowspitashewalkstowards

me,Istayputuntilheisjustafewcentimeters

away

Him:ndithethanaweAbongiwe.Isthatwhyyou

wereinsucharush?Youwereyourushingto

entertainhim

Me:Ididn'tknowhewasbackuntilIsawhim

izolo

Him:suxokaAbongiwe.Sundenzaisbhanxa.

Admitthatyouwenttobewithhimyesterday.

AdmititDammit!

Shaun:bruhcalmdown.

Li:stayoutofthisShaun.Idon'ttellyouhowto

handleyourwomansodon'ttellmehowto

handlemine

Shaun:I'mnottellingyouanything,I'mtryingto

handleyou.Abongiwemightnotbeasforgiving

asthepreviouswomanthatgotyoupissedoff.



Calmdown

[08/18,15:36]Mca:*20*

"Taketimetogettoknowhim"

IwatchedthemarguingbackandforthandallI

couldthinkaboutiswhatifShaunhadn't

walkedin?WhatwouldLimilehavedonetome

becausetheragedmonsterI'mwatchingright

nowisn'tthesameguythatstoodbymewhenI

neededitthemost,itisn'tthesameguythat

hasshownmenothingbutloveandsupport

overthepastyearorso.Idon'tknowthisguyin

frontofmeandquitefranklyIhavenodesireto

andIdon'tlikehim

Li:shutthefuckupandstoptellingmeto

fuckencalmdown,I'mcalm

Shaun:soswearingisbeingcalmnow?Calm

downLibruh,youareevenscaringAbongiwe

OhwowsotheydostillrememberthatI'min

theroomandfearingformylife.Itwasasif



hearingmynameswitchedofftheangerswitch

becausewithinsecondshewaslookingatme

withsomuchremorse

Li:babe

HetookasteptowardsmeandItookastep

back,hisfacetensedupwhenhesawthefear

inmyeyes,Iwasn'tabouttohideit

Li:Shauncanyougiveusamoment?

Me:no

Thatcameoutwithsomuchfearinmyvoice,I

wastremblingandShauncouldseethatIno

longerfeltsafeinLumile'spresence

Shaun:youheardher

Li:I'mnotgoingtohurther.Ijustwantusto

talk

Me:Shaunpleasetakemetotheflat,Limileis

sleepingheretonight

Li:babecomeon,I'mleavingtomorrow,Istill



wantustospendtimetogether

Me:no.Shaun?

ShaunlookedatmethenatLimilebefore

noddingandgrabbinghiscarkeysfromthe

counter

Shaun:masambe

Itookmyphoneandthekeystotheflatfrom

thecounterandwalkedoutwithShaun,leaving

Limilestandinginthemiddleofthekitchen.The

drivetotheflatwasanawkwardsilentone,I

justkeptthinkingoftheeventsthattookplace

notsolongago.WasLimileabusive,whoisthis

girlthattheyweretalkingabout?AmIevensafe

inthisrelationshiporisitmyownpersonal

suicidemission?

Shaun:canwetalkforasec?

Me:sure

Hesighsasherestshishandsoneithersideof



thesteeringwheel

Him:IknowyouarescaredbuttrustmewhenI

tellyouthathelovesyou.Hereallydoeslove

youandhejustneedsyoutobepatientwith

him.Hecan'thelpthewayheis

Me:thewayheis?

Him:hehasatemper,aseriousoneandhe

refusestogotoangermanagementclasses.

Heisindenialaboutthewholething

Me:andwhowasthegirlyouguysspokeabout?

Whathappenedtoher?

I'mnowstaringathimandheislooking

everywherebutatme

Me:pleasejusttellme

Hesighsandhislefthandgoestohishead,he

scratchesandscruffleshishair

Him:hehadathingwithsomegirl,theywere

notdatingbuttheyweresleepingtogetherand



thischickcaughtfeelingsandstartedbehaving

asifsheishisgirlfriend.Onedayshewentto

hisflatwithouttellinghim,foundhimwith

anothergirlandsheslappedhim.Let'sjustsay

ittookalotofbeggingandalotofmoneybeing

thrownatherbeforesheagreednottopress

charges

Me:didheslapherback?

Heshakeshishead,atthispointIcanfeelmy

mouthgettingdryandthelumprisingtomy

throat,IwanttheansweryetatthesametimeI

fearwhatIwillhear

Him:hebeatherupAbongiwe.Shewasina

comafor4days,broke3ribs,dislocatedher

shoulderandtherewerefewinternalinjuriesas

well

Igaspedloudlyasmyhandcoveredmymouth,

howcouldIlovesuchamonster?Itsonlya

matteroftimebeforeIdosomethinghedoesn't



likeandIenduplikethatgirl.YhohowwouldI

evenbegintoexplainallofthattomydad?Hayi

IneedtogetoutofthisbeforeIendupina

comaorworseabodybag

Me:Ihavetobreakupwithhim

Him:wellthat'syourdecisiontomakebutwhat

IcansayisthatIknowLimile,wegrewup

togetherinthesamehouseandIknowheloves

youandIknowyoulovehimtoo,probablyjust

asmuchorevenmorethanyoulovedAvery.He

isjustabitinsecurebecauseofthebondyou

andAverywillalwaysshare.Theguywasyour

firsteverything

NowI'matacrossroad,I'mdrainedandallI

needRightnowistobealone.IthankShaunfor

theridethengetouthiscarandintotheflat,run

myselfabathandjustsitinthewarmwater

thinkingaboutmylife.Everyonedreamsofa

happyendingbutmineseemssofaraway,ifits

notmyparentsnotwantingme,itswhatAvery



putmethroughandnowthereisLimile.Limile

isjustacomplicatedmessthatIdon'teven

knowwhereI'llstartinfiguringout.Whenthe

waterstartsgettingcold,Igetout,drymyself

thenafterputtingonlotion,IwearhisT-shirt

andgetinbedwithmyphone.AsIunlockit,I

seethereisanSMSfromhimandIopenit

From:Mine

IDON'TKNOWWHATTOSAYAPARTFROM

TELLINGYOUTHATI'MSORRYANDILOVE

YOU.IREALLYDOLOVEYOUABONGIWE,I'D

UNDERSTANDIFYOU'DWANTNOTHINGTO

DOWITHMEAFTERTODAYBUTINEEDYOU

TOKNOWANDBELIEVETHATI'DNEVERHURT

YOU.YOUAREMYWORLDBABEAND

WITHOUTYOUI'MNOTEVENHALFTHEMANI

AMWITHYOUINMYLIFE.ILOVEYOU

Itwaswhenthetearlandedonthescreenofmy

phonethatIrealizedthatIwascrying.He

soundssovulnerablewitheverywordIreadin



thattextandIwantedtorespondbuthonestly

whatcouldIsay?Ican'tsayitsOKbecausethe

wayhespoketomeearlierwasn'tOK.Itleftme

scared,yesitdidn'tchangehowIfeelabouthim

butitsureashellchangedhowIlookathim

now.Afterspendingclosetoanhourinbedjust

thinkingthingsover,myphonerang,itwasan

unknownnumber

Me:hello

??:hellomiss,pleasecometothegateto

collectyourpizzadelivery

Me:pizzadelivery?ButIdidn'torderpizza

??:aLimileHadebeorderedandpaidforthis

pizza.Pleasejustcomegetit,Ihaveother

deliveriestomake

Me:OKI'mcoming

AsconfusedasIwas,Iputonsweatpants,

slippersthenwentdownstairstothegate,the

manwasimpatientlyholdingthepizzaboxand



asmallenvelope.WhenIgotbacktotheflat,I

tookonesliceout,IwasstarvingsinceIleft

Shaun'splacewithouteating,wellit'snotlike

thefoodwasreadyyetanyway.Aftertwoslices,

Idecidedtoopentheenvelope,therewasa

cardwritten"I'msorry"ontheoutsidewitha

sadteddybearlookingallsortsofadorable,

makingmesmileabit.Iopenedthecarand

readit

"Youleftinsuchahurrythatyoudidn'teveneat

soIorderedyoupizza.Pleaseatleasttextme

justsoIknowyouareOK.Imissyoumyangel

andIreallyreallyamsorryabouteverything.I

guesswewilltalkwhenIgetbackfromJo'burg

intwoweeks.Despiteitall,justpleasedon't

forgetthatIloveyouwithallofmyheart"

Goshwhatisthisguydoingtome?Nowafter

readinghisletter,Ican'thelpbutmisshim.I

haven'theardhisvoiceinhoursbutIknowI

needthisdistancefromhim.Webothneed



breathingspace.Aftereatingtwomoreslices

ofpizzaanddrinkingacupofherbaltea,Islept.

WhenIwokeupinthemiddleofthenightwith

theurgetopee,Ialmostpeedmypantswhen

afterswitchingonthesidelamp,Isawhim

sittingonthecouch,hiseyesredandpuffyand

somuchhurtwrittenalloverhisface

Li:Ididn'tmeantoscareyou

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Him:Ijustcametocheckonyou,Ineededto

knowthatyouwereOK

Igotoffthebed,mademywaytothebathroom,

didmybusinessthenafterflushingand

washingmyhands,Iwentbackintothe

bedroom.ItwasonlythenthatInoticedthathis

knuckleswerebleeding.Hesawmelookingat

themthenhemovedhiseyesfrommyfaceto

hishandsthenbacktome

Him:itsnothing



Me:youarebleeding

Him:I'llgetitcleanedup.Didyougetmytext?

Andmycard?

Me:Idid.Ididn'tknowhowtorespond

Henoddedashegotupfromthecouch

Him:I'mgoingtogetthiscleanedup.Youcan

gobacktosleep

IsitstrangethatnowI'mscaredtosleepwith

himinthehouse?Whatifhesuffocatesmein

mysleep?

[08/18,15:36]Mca:*21*

"Dearheart...whyhim?"

Whenhewalkedbackintothebedroom,he

foundmesittingonmylegsonthebed,our

eyesmetandIwasthefirstonetolookaway.I



lovehim,heisn'tperfect,Iwasstupidforever

thinkingheisbuteventhoughheisthemess

heis,realityisIlovehim

Li:Ithoughtyou'dbeasleepbynow

Me:weneedtotalkLi

Hesighedashestartedundressing,wrappeda

towelaroundhiswaistthenwalkedtowardsme

andheldouthishand

Him:cometakeashowerwithme

Iopenedmyeyeswider,yesIlovehimbutnot

enoughtotakemyclothesoffat3amtotakea

shower.Hayihecandothatonhisown

Me:I'llwaitforyou

Him:comeon,Ineedtofeelclosetoyou.Ineed

you.Pleasebabe

SuddenlyIdidn'tseethecrazyragingmonsterI

sawearlieratShaun'sbutIsawmyguy,mysoft

spokenhandsomemanthatIalwayshavea



hardtimesayingnoto.BeforeIknewit,weare

undertheshowertogether,thereissilencein

theroom,justthesoundsofthewatercrashing

onourbodies.Hesaidhewantedtobecloseto

meyetthespacebetweenuswasenoughfora

thirdpersontocomeinandstandthere

Him:therearealotofthingswrongwithme

AbongiweandIshouldhavetoldyoubutI

fearedyouwalkingoutonme

Ilookedathim,screwthathewasnakedand

lookingallsortsofsexy,Iwasn'tbotheredby

thatbuthelookedlikealostandvulnerable

child,helookedlikehewasinpain,emotional

painandthatthewallswerecavinginonhim.I

wantedtoholdhim,justwrapmyarmsaround

himandbethereforhimbutitwasasifI

couldn'tmove,thesuddenfearIhavetowards

meiswhatkeptmegluedtotheground

Him:IknowIscaredyouandmaybehadItold

youbeforeitactuallyhappened,youwouldn't



havebeenasscaredasyouarenow.I'mgoing

todealwithitbecauseIcan'tstandthewayyou

lookatmerightnow,Ican'tstandbeingafraid

oftouchingyoubecauseofhowyouwillreact.I

lovetouchingyouAbongiwe,yourskinfeels

amazing,itssoftandbeautifulanditjustmakes

mewanttoneverkeepmyhandsoffyou

Thenhewentsilentagain,Idon'tknowwhyI'm

notsayinganythingbutthewayhesaysthe

thingsheissayingisenoughtomakeme

believethathedoesn'tneedmetosayanymore

thanwhathehasalreadysaid.Whenhefeels

cleanenough,wegetoutanddryourselves

beforeIgetinbedandhesitsonthecouch

Me:aren'tyoucomingtobed?

Him:areyouOKwiththat?

Me:areyougoingtokillmeinmysleep?

Iaskthiswithasmileonmyfacesoheknows

I'mjustjokingandtryingtoeasethetension.He



chucklessoftlyandwalkstowardsme

Him:wellIdon'tthinkifbeabletokillyouifyou

letmefuckyoubeforewesleep

Ihithischestashepullsmetowardshim,

kissesmycheekthenlet'smerestonhischest

Him:Ireallyloveyourskin

Me:lolsleepweirdo

Him:lolI'myourweirdoright?

Me:I'lltellyouinthemorning

Iwasreallyfeelingsleepyandjudgingbyhow

hewastalking,hewasn'tabouttofallasleep

anytimesoon.WhenIwokeupthenextday,he

wasn'tnexttomebuttherewerevoicescoming

fromtheloungesoIknewweweren'talone

anymore.Itookaquickshowerthenputonhis

sweatpantswithmytanktopandsleepersthen

mademywayoutthebedroom,Istoppedinmy

trackswhenIsawwhowasinourlounge,its



noteven10amandsheisalreadyhere

crowdingourspace

Li:morningmyangel

Me:morningbaby

HekissedmycheekasIlookedatthiswoman,

shehassomenerveshowinguphere

Yolanda:morningAbongiwe

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Shesighed,Ihopeshedidn'texpectmetoever

benicetoher,shedoesn'tdeservethat

Li:Yolandawasjustheretoseemeaboutwork

stuff

Yolanda:areyouguyslivingtogethernow?

Me:itsnoneofyourbusiness

Yolanda:AbongiweI'mstillyourmotherso

watchit

Me:funnybecauselasttimeIcheckedmy



motherdied.Remember?Yourtwin

Shebowedherhead,mxmI'moverthiswoman

andherliesanddrama.Overher

Yolanda:youknowwhatImean.Youarestillin

school,noteven21awukwaziukuhlalisana

nendodaAbongiwe.Howdidyourfathereven

allowthis

Wellmyfatherdoesn'tknowthatI'mdating,let

aloneshackingupwitha25yearoldguy.Yhohe

wouldcomefetchmeifheeverfoundout

Yolanda:hedoesn'tknowdoeshe?

Me:itsnoneofyourbusiness.Stayoutofmy

life

Shetakesoutherphone,dialsanumberand

beforeIknowit,myfatherisontheotherendof

theline.Thephoneisnowonloudspeaker.

Dad:Yolanda

Yolanda:howdidyouapproveAbongiwetostay



withaman?Ithoughtyouraisedthischild

properlysowhatrubbishisthis?

Dad:what?Ukhulumangani?

Yolandalookedatme,Iwasfuming.Iwantto

beatherupsobadly.Shehasnobusiness

tellingmehowtolivemylife.Sheisnothingto

me

Yolanda:InathethanotatakhoAbongiwe

Iclickedmytonguethentookthephonefrom

her

Me:baba

Dad:what'sgoingon?Uyakipitawenamanje?

Me:nobaba,I...

Him:AbongiweIwantyoutocomehome

immediatelyafteryourlastpaper.ThisDurban

businessischangingyou.

Me:kodwababa



Him:Iwillnotrepeatmyself

WiththatsaidhehungupandIjustthrewthe

phoneatYolandaanditlandedonherchest.

Thiswomanisfuckingupmylifehonestlywhat

rubbishstuntisthis

Li:Ithinkyoushouldleave

Yolanda:sheisstillmydaughterLimile.Don't

forgetthatsostopthisbeforeyoumakean

enemyoutofme

Li:mylifeoutsidetheofficeisnoneofyour

business.Nowleave

Iwasalreadyinthekitchenmakingbreakfast,

anomeletwithcheese,peppers,ham,

mushroomsandbacon.Canthisweekendbe

anymoredramatic?YhoI'vehadenoughofit

Li:babe

Me:hmmm

Him:Iloveyou



Iliftedmyeyesandtheylandedonhis,hewas

smiling,makingmesmileaswell.Itsthelittle

thingsguys.Weateinbedbecausehonestly,

wehaven'tspentsomealonetimethisweekend

andthebedroomisoneplaceIknowIdon't

everhavetosharehim

Me:canIaskyousomething?

Him:anythingbaby

Me:whywereyourwristsbleeding?

Helaughed,Idon'tthinktherewasajoke

hiddeninthatquestion

Him:ShaunandIgotintoit

Me:gotintowhat?

Him:wefought.Nothingmajor

Me:what?Areyouserious?IsheOK?

Him:Lolhewillbefine.Hehitslikeagirl

anywaysohedeservestobeabitbruisedup



HeisstilllaughingaboutthisandI'mstillsitting

herefeelingshockedasever.I'mdrawing

patternsonhisabs,whilehebrushesmyback,

weareatpeacerightnow.Atthebackofmy

mindI'mthinkingabouthisangerandhow

muchheneedstofindawaytodealwithitbutI

alsofeelwe'vetouchedtoomuchonthat,with

himleavinginafewhours,Iwanttoenjoyhim

thebestwayIknowhow.Ilowermydrawings

tohisv-linesandhestartslaughing

Him:youwanttotakeadvantageofmebeforeI

leave?

InodwithasmileonmyfaceasIclimbontop

him,andgrindmyselfoverhiscovered

manhood

Him:fuckbabe.Idon'tthinkIhavecondoms

here

Me:seriously?Ainawe

Him:I'llpulloutthough.Ipromise



Me:youbetter.I'mnotReadytobeanyone's

mother

Hesmilesashegetsridofourclothes.

Him:pleasedon'tcry,Iwillnotbebribedwith

yourtears

Wearenowwaitingforthecabthat'sgoingto

takehimtotheairport,Ireallyhatethispartin

ourrelationship,Ijustwishwecouldsettle

downinoneplace

Me:it'snotbribingyou.Itsexpressionof

emotions

Him:Lolohplease.Iknowhowyouare.Listen

myangel,I'mgoingtobetakingupanger

managementclassesinJo'burgsoyouare

goingtohavetocomethatsidemoreoften.I

won'thavethetimetobetravelingthisside

Me:angermanagementclasses?Who

managedtoconvinceyou?



Him:lolmyloveforyouwasalltheconvincingI

needed.IreallydoloveyouandIknowyouare

goodformesothereforeIshouldbegoodfor

youtoo.

[08/18,15:36]Mca:*22*

"Stopstressingovershittypeople"

AfterLimileleft,IknewIneededtofocusonmy

booksbecausetheexamswerearoundthe

cornerbutIcouldn'tfocus.Iwasstillraging

withangeroverthestuntYolandapulled.

Suddenlyshewantstoplayhappyfamily,

motheroftheyearafterwhatshedidtome.

NxaaIwilldealwithhersoon.Istudiedmostof

thatdayuntilIgotacallforLwakho

Me:buddy.ThewayImissyou

Avery:lolheyAbongiwe

Irolledmyeyes,I'mgoingtokillLwakholonke

Smith.Heisadeadguywalking



Me:hey

Him:yousounddisappointedthatI'mtheone

thatcalled

Me:Ijustwasn'texpectingyou

Him:ohuhmIwashopingwecouldgeta

chancetotalk.Iknowexamsarecomingupso

Iwon'ttakeupmuchofyourtime.Ioweyouso

manyexplanationsandsomanyapologies

Isigh,I'vewantedtohearhimapologizeforthe

thingsheputmethroughforovertwoyears

now.Ievenforgivehimandacceptedthe

apologyIneverreceivedjustsoIcouldmoveon

withmylifeandnowhereheiswantingtogive

meeverythingIwantedwhenwebrokeup

Me:I'llsendyoumylocation

Him:alright.ThanksAbongiwe

Me:sho

Ihungupandmyheartstartedracing,Iknow



damnwellthatLimilewouldn'tbeOKwithany

ofthisbutIoweittomyselftosetmyselffree

fromAvery.EvenifI'dtryexplainingittoLi,he

wouldn'tgetit.Hehasneverdated,hedoesn't

knowwhatabrokenheartfeelslike.When

AveryarrivesIopenupforhimandhewalksin

carryingaboxofchocolates.Weshareahug

andIleadhimtothelounge

Avery:youfinallymovedoutofres

Me:yeahLiyanamovedinwithShaunand

Limilesuggestedwedothesame

Him:wowsoyouandLiarereallyanitem?You

arereallydatinghim?

Haibokantiwhatdidheexpect?ThatIwasjust

goingtonotdateafterheleftme.Such

arrogance

Me:itsbeenayearnow

Him:IwantyoubackAbongiwe



Me:askies?

Him:lookIfuckedup,Ishouldneverhave

chosenApheleleoveryou.IloveyouandI'm

goingtofightforyou

Me:itstoolateforthatAvery.I'mwithLinow,

I'vemovedonandyouledmetothat

Him:Liisneverhere,heisalwaystraveling

probablyfuckinggirlsineverycity.Iknow

Limilewaymorethanyoudo,heisn'tthe

relationshiptypeandhefuckswomenupwhen

theystartactinglikehisgirlfriend.BabyIwould

neverlayahandonyou,IloveyouandI'mback

thissideforgoodnow,I'mbackforyou

IletoutasoftchuckleasIstaredathim,really

lookedathim,thisarrogancethatheprobably

thinksisconfidence,theaudacitytocomein

hereanddemandmeback.Themomentyou

say"Iwant"that'sademandnotarequest

Me:youareright,Limileishardlyhere,he



travelsalotbutwhatthingIdoknowisthathe

lovesjustme,hedoesn'tmakemefeellike

secondbest,hedoesn'tchooseotherpeople

overmeandIknowallabouthispastandthat

heisn'ttherelationshiptypebuthechanged

thatbecauseofme.Ithinkourtimehereisup,

pleaseleave

Him:OKI'llleavebutthinkaboutit.Justmeand

you,weusedtosharesomethingbeautiful

Abongiwe,yesitwasn'tconventionalbutitwas

beautiful.Welovedeachother

Me:byeAvery

Hesmiledashegotup,placedasoftpeckon

mycheekandwalkedoutthedoor.YhoIcan't

sayIsawanyofthiscoming.Myexamswere

startingin2weekssoIwasalwaysoncampus

studyingatthelibraryandonthisSaturday

therewasopendayforthematricsandthat's

whenIspottedYolanda,Lubanziandsomekid.

Iwantedtowalkawaybeforetheysawmebut



Banzispottedmeandcalledmeover

Me:hello

Banzi:heyAbongiwehowareyou?

HewassmilingandIsmiledback,Ihadno

reasontoberudetohim,itshis"partner"thatI

hatenothimorhiskids

Me:I'mOKandyou?

Banzi:I'mwell.Letmeintroduceyouto

someone.LazolathisisAbongiwe,Abongiwe

meetLazola.Heisourson

Lazola:woawyoulookexactlylikemomand

Lunathi

Me:LolnicetomeetyoutooLazola

Lazola:ohcrap,sorry.Doyougotoschoolhere?

Me:yeahFinalyearinpsychology.

Lazola:nice.I'mdoingmyfirstyearinBCom

Marketing



IlikedLazolaforsomereason,wejustclicked

andasmuchasIwasabithesitantintakinghis

number,IrememberedLimile'swordswhenhe

saidIshouldn'tmakemysiblingspayfortheir

mother'smistakes.Afterexchangingnumbers

withLazola,Lwakhopickedmeupfrom

campusandwewenttolunch,Liyanawas

goingtojoinuslater

Me:I'mmadatyou

Lwakho:hewasannoyingmesoIhadtogivein

Me:Idon'twanthiminmylifeLwakho,I'm

happywithLi.Ireallyam

Him:OKI'msorry.Iwaswrong

Me:thankyou

Weorderedourmealsandastheybrought

themLiyanawalkedinwithKwando.Istillhate

her,wellshedoesn'tthinksheishighand

mightyanymorebutIstilldon'twantheraround

me.LiyanaandIsharedahug



Liyana:Abongswehavelessthan6months

beforewegetourdegrees,wherearewegoing

towork?I'msostressed

Me:loldon'tyouhaverichparents?

Liyana:welltheyarenotthatrich,theyareOK

njebutIhaveasonthatIneedtobelookingout

for

Me:asonthathasarichdad

Everyonelaughs,Liyanajustlikesstressing

overnonsensebutIamtoorelaxedformy

liking,Ishouldhaveappliedsomewherebynow

butno,allI'vebeendoingisstaringatLimile's

face

Lwakho:LiyanarememberauntieLwa'sbirthday

dinner?

Liyana:whichone?Shehashadamillionbruh

Helaughsandshakeshishead

Lwakho:theonethatwasrecorded,theone



whereuncleSosoproposedtoher

Liyana:ohthatone,yeswhataboutit?

Lwakho:IwaswatchingittheotherdaywhenI

wasathome,inherspeechshesaidsomething

aboutthemlayingthefoundationofgreat

friendshipforus.Abouthowtoalwaysthinkof

friendsasfamily

EverytimeoneoftheseSmithkidstalkabout

thisauntieLwaperson,theylightup.Fromall

I'veheardshesoundslikeaphenomenal

woman,wellsheraisedmymansosheis

definitelyamazing

Liyana:what'sonyourmind?

Lwakho:Iwanttomovedbackhome,nottomy

parentshouseobviouslybutbacktoPE.Wecan

getahousetherefornextyearwhileyouguys

lookforjobs.Itsjustanidea.I'msortedonthe

jobside

Me:mustbenice



HegivesmeasideeyeandIgivehimoneright

back.HisideasoundsgreatonpaperbutI'mall

myfatherhas,ifanythingIwanttomoveback

homeandhopefullyfindajobthereratherthan

tomovetoanotherprovinceanddependon

otherpeople.Nahbruh.

Lwakho:sowhatdoyouguyssay?

LiyanaandIlookateachotherthenweboth

lookatKwando,Icantellweareallthinkingthe

samethingbutweneedaboldpersontojust

sayitoutloud

Kwando:forgetit.I'mnotmovingbackhome,

youknowhowLwandisois,I'dneverget

breathingspaceandwithLoyisoalready

movingbackthere,itwillbe10timesworse.

Youcanmissmewiththisideacuz.Noway

Me:Loyiso?

Kwando:myolderbrother,strictestguyonthe

planet.HeisbasicallySoso'sdeputy.



Lwakhoisabitdisappointedbuthe

understandswhereI'mcomingfrom.Theday

afterIfinishmyexams,I'minataxiheading

home.I'mstilldreadingthefirstconversation

I'mgoingtohavewithmydadbuthonestly,

thereislessthan6monthsleftintheyear,he

mustjustletmebe.WhenIgethome,Ifindhim

watchingTV,Igreetthengoputmybagsinthe

roomthengobacktothelounge

Dad:howweretheexams?

Me:theywerenotbad.IthinkIdidwell

Him:I'mgladbutIwillseeformyself.Sowhat

isthisthatyourmotherwastellingme?

Me:babathatwomanisn'tmymother,sheis

justtryingtocontrolmylife.

HesighsandI'mtryingmybesttoavoideye

contact

Him:sowhat'sthisboy'sname?



Itakeapausebeforeanswering

Me:LimileHadebe

Him:hmmmfromwhere?Whatdoeshedo?Do

youlovehim?HebetternothurtyouAbongiwe,

IswearI'llkillhimwithmybarehands

Iwanttolaughsobadly,whichquestionamI

supposedtoanswerfirst?

Him:khulumaAbongiwe

Me:heisfromPE,heisafinancialadvisorandI

dolovehimbaba

[08/18,15:36]Mca:*23*

"Itouchtheskywhenmykneeshittheground"

Dad:yousayyoulovehimAbongiwe?

Me:yebobabaIdolovehim

Him:whatdoesitmeantolovesomeone?

Becauseat21Ididn'tknowmuchaboutlove

butthenagainIwasraisedatadifferenttime



thanyouwere

Isighed,Iknewmydadwasgoingtobringthis

upandI'msuresomewhereinthemidstofall

ofthis,thebiblewillcomeoutandhewillstart

preachingtome.Iknowhemeanswellthough,

thebiblehasbeenourhandbookforallthe

timeswefoundourselveslostandconfused,in

needforguidance

Me:I'mnotsayingIknowalltheanswerswhen

itcomestolovebaba

Him:Ididn'tsayyoudomntanambutthe

confidenceinthewayyouboldlysaidyoudo

lovehimmakesmethinkyouatleastknow

whatlovemeansandifyousayyouknowyou

lovehimbecauseofhowhemakesyoufeel

thenI'dsuggestyougobackanddigdeepinto

whatloveactuallymeans.Loveisn'tjusta

feeling,itsalsoacommitment.Ionlywantthe

bestforyouAbongiwe,I'ddieathousand

deathsifIwastoknowthatsomeboyisplaying



withyourheart.

That'smydadforyou,notthemosteducated

manontheplanet,notasaintbutthemost

lovingandmostprotectivemanIknow.Iknow

thereisn'tamanonthisplanetthatcanclaim

helovesmemorethanmydaddoes,thatwould

bealie.Ididn'thavetheanswerhewantedright

nowsoIjustsaidIstillneedtounderstand

whatmylovemeansbeforeIcananswer.I

playedmusicfrommyphonewhileIprepared

oursupper,myspiritsweresuddenlyhighbut

mysoulwashungry,Idon'tevenrememberthe

lasttimeIopenedmybibleorletalonewentto

church.Afterdinner,Iwasheddishesthengot

inbedwithmyphoneandmybible.Thething

aboutthebibleisthatyoucan'tjustthinkyou

willreaditfromstarttofinishandbeallholy

holyafterthat,youarealwaysdrawntoreading

aboutwhateveryouneedguidanceonatthat

presentmomentandIwaslost.Iwaspaging



throughitlikecrazy,lookingforsomethingthat

Idon'tevenknowbutthatIneededtofind.

Therewasasoftknockonthedoorbeforeit

openedslowly

Dad:goodnightAbongiwe

Me:goodnightbaba

IwasstillpagingsoIdidn'tlookup.

Him:loltrygoingtofirstCorinthianschapter13

verse4-8

Me:why?What'sinthere?

Him:loleverythingyouarelookingforrightnow.

Ihaveworktomorrowsogoodnight

HeclosedmydoorasIpagedtoCorinthians

andasIwasabouttogettochapter13,my

phonerings.IsmilewhenIseewhoitis

Me:heylover

Li:lolI'mlovernow?Ilike.Howareyou?



Me:confusedashell.Wena?

Him:what'sgotyouconfused?I'mamazing,

justhadagreatkickboxingworkout.

Ifindchapter13verse4andstartreadingit

loudtoLi

Me:Loveispatient,loveiskind.Itdoesnotenvy,

itdoesnotboast,itisnotproud.

Him:oohkwhat'sgoingon?

Me:I'mreadingmybible.DadandIweretalking

aboutyouandwhenheaskedmeifIloveyou,I

wassoquicktoanswer

Him:andthat'sabadthing?

Me:Idon'tknow.ImeanIdoloveyoubasedon

howyoumakemefeelbuthealsosaidloveisa

commitment

Hewentsilentforawhile,Iknowhemustbe

confused,ImeanI'mconfusedaswellright

now



Him:OKlet'susethebibleversesthatyouare

readingrightnowasachecklist

Me:howso?

Him:yousaidloveispatientright?

Me:yeah

Him:andwouldyousayI'vebeenpatientwith

you?

Ithoughtaboutthetimesbeforewestarted

dating,howhewaitedformetobeready,he

didn'tgivemeultimatumsorpressuremetoget

intoarelationshipwithhim,hewaited.

Me:yes

Him:andyoudidn'twalkawaywhenyoufound

outaboutmyangerissues,youarebeing

patientandwaitingformetoworkthrough

themwhileyoustandbymyside

Ismiled,heismakingthiseasiertounderstand

formebyapplyingtheversestoour



experiences.Argwhydidn'tIthinkofthat

Him:whatwastheotherone?

Ilookatmybibleagain

Me:loveiskind

Him:whatdoesbeingkindmeantoyou?

Me:itmeansbeingnicetootherpeople,not

hurtingthemeitheremotionallyorphysically

andjustbeingthereforthem

Him:OKdoyouthinkI'mkindtoyou?

Ichuckle,ofcourseheiskindtome.Heis

amazing

Me:yesyouare.Youtreatmelikeaqueen,you

valuemeandyoudon'thurtme.Iwon'tcount

theangerepisodefromtheotherday,itslong

forgotten

Helaughs

Him:goshIloveyou.OKyouarekindtometoo.



Youdon'tdoorsayhurtfulthingstomeandI

guessyouvaluemyfeelingsinthethingsyou

do.Nextone

Me:itdoesnotenvy

Ilaughafterreadingthat.Whywouldyouenvy

thepersonyouareinarelationshipwith?

Makesnosense

Him:lolIwonderwhyyouarelaughing

Me:becausethisoneisunnecessary.Peoplein

relationshipswouldn'tenvyeachother

Him:you'dbesurprised.Youfindinsome

relationshipsthewomanearnsmoremoney

thanthemanandthatwouldcreateenvy

betweenthem

Me:hmmmwouldyoubeenviousifIearned

moremoneythanyou?

Him:lolthatwouldneverhappen

Me:butlet'ssayhypotheticallyspeakingit



happened

Him:Iwouldbehappyforyouthatyouare

doingwellatworkbutIdon'tcarehowmuch

moneyyoumake,thatbetternotcomebetween

mydutiesasyourman

Irollmyeyesbutdon'tsayanythingfurtherthan

that.Iwanttobeabletopayforadateevery

nowandthen.Ican'tjustspongeoffhim

forever.

Me:itdoesn'tboast.Wellyoudefinitelyarethe

mosthumbleguyIknowsoreallythisdoesn't

touchonyou

Him:lolwe'llseeifyou'llstillbesayingthat

whenIdrivemyredFerrari

Me:lolwithmeinthepassengerseatIhope

Him:hellno.You'llbenexttomeinyourwhite

Lamborghini

Wesharealaugh,thisguywasdefinitelymade



forme.Hejustgetsmeandhasawayof

keepingmesmilingatalltimes

Me:Lolawwwubabymahn

Him:youknowthis,youaremyqueen

HemakeskissingsoundsandIlaugheven

more

Me:itisnotproud

Him:soI'mnotallowedtobeproudofmy

girlfriendngok?

Me:lolIdoubtthat'swhatitmeans.Itprobably

meansthatinloveoneshouldn'tberuledby

pride.Meleuzehliseforumuntuwakho

Him:ohblondemoment.I'maproudguy,Ihate

apologizingbutforyouSthandwaSam,I

becomeadifferentpersonwhenIfeellike

somethingisthreateningtotearusapart.Iwill

apologizeandbegifitwillmeanwewillbefine

attheendoftheday.Losingyouismybiggest



fear

Me:wellluckilyforyouI'mnotgoinganywhere.

Solet'ssaywhenI'mworkingandIdecideto

spoilyouandtakeyououtonadate,willyou

agree?

Him:yesbutI'llpay.Itakecareofyounotthe

otherwayaround

Me:butisthatnothavingpride?

Him:no.Itsbeingaman

AiIgiveup.IknowIwon'twinthisoneso

Itsjustsafeformetoletitgo

Me:verse5saysItdoesnotdishonorothers,it

isnotself-seeking,itisnoteasilyangered,it

keepsnorecordofwrongs.

Him:thisoneisatoughone,especiallyforme

Me:whyisthat?

Him:becauseI'veneverdated,neverhadto



careaboutanotherpersonthatisn'tfamily,its

alwaysbeenaboutmeandyoualreadyknow

thatI'measilyangered

Me:butyoucareaboutmeright?

Him:morethanyouknow

Me:andyouareworkingonyourangerissues

angithi?

Him:yesIam.ThisiswhyIsaidyouaregood

forme,youjustseeallmynegativesina

positiveway

Me:lolbecauseyouarechangingyour

negativesintopositives

Him:allbecauseofyou.I'mdoingitformyself

soIcanbeabettermanbutitsallinspiredand

motivatedbyyou.

Ireallywishwecouldhavebeenhavingthis

conversationinperson,I'dbekissinghimright

nowandhe'dhavehisarmsaroundme



Me:Iloveyou.Oknowforthemostdifficultone.

Itdoesnotkeeprecordofwrongdoings

Him:itsnotdifficultthatthing.Lookatitthis

way,ifIdosomethingwrongtoyouandI

acknowledgethatIwrongedyou,ndceleuxolo,

sithetheaboutitanddecidetoburyitthenwhy

wouldwebringitupagain?

Me:whenyoudosomethingsimilartothat

thingagain

Him:thenitwouldn'tbeamistakeworth

apologizingfor,itwouldbeachoicethatImake

excusesfor.Itsonlyamistakethefirsttime.

Me:hmmmOKIhearyou.Iguesssameapplies

tome?

Him:lolewetchin,weareinthistogether

Me:OKOKfine.Verse6saysLovedoesnot

delightinevilbutrejoiceswiththetruth.

Him:OKlet'sskipthisone,Idon'tunderstandit



Me:neitherdoI.I'lljustaskmydadaboutit

tomorroworsomething.Let'smoveon,7saysIt

alwaysprotects,alwaystrusts,alwayshopes,

alwaysperseveres.

Him:Ilikethisone.Sevenismyfavoritenumber

anyway

Ilaugh,Ialreadyknowwhatheisgoingtosay

becausehethriveshimselfinprotectingmeand

takingcareofme

Him:doyoutrustme?

IpauseasIremembereverythingAverytoldme

theotherdayofwhichIneverbroughtto

Limile'sattentionmindyou

Him:babe

Me:Idotrustyou

Him:inwhichaspect?

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Him:doyoutrustthatIwillalwaysloveyou?Do



youtrustthatI'dneverbreakyourheart?Doyou

trustthatI'dneverlayahandonyou?Doyou

trustinmyloveforyouandmyloyaltytowards

thisrelationship?

Isigh,heisgettingdeepandseriousnow.

Jokesareover

Me:Itrustyoubaby.Ineveryaspect.I'llalways

believeyou,onlyyouwillknowthatyouarelying

butI'dneverdoubtyou

Helet'soutasigh,Iguesshewasholdinghis

breathanticipatingmyresponse

Him:Itrustyoutoo.Idon'ttrustyourexthough

butItrustyou.I'dnevergiveuponus,I'm

preparedtogotowarjusttomakeyouhappy

andtomakeourrelationshipwork.I'llalways

havehopeinusforaslongasmyheartbeats

foryouandyoursforme

Ilaugh,blushandsmileallatonce

Me:lolthisconversationisstartingtosound



likeweddingvowsyaz

Hechuckles

Him:loldon'tsaythatbecauseyourefusedto

marryme

Me:haibobaby,itwaswaytoosoon.Ihadto

protectmyheartkancane

Him:OKpointtaken.NowIgettoprotectand

takecareofyou,justdon'ttrytolimitme.I'm

goingtoloveyouhard,spoilyourottenand

treatyoulikeaqueen.I'mgoingtoworshipyour

body,giveyouthataftersexgloweverysingle

day.Juststickwithme

Goshthisguybafethu,Ican'trightnow.Thereis

awayaguyspeakswhenheissmoothtalking

youandthenthereisawayhesoundswhenhe

speaksfromtheheart

Me:yhobutbabyyougoingtogetmeall

emotionalnowandgetmypillowwet



Him:lolandyouonlylikegettingyourpanties

wetwenababe

Iburstintolaughter,heissuchanidiotlona

Me:lolyouaresostupidyaz.OKlastone,verse

8Loveneverfails.Butwherethereare

prophecies,theywillcease;wherethereare

tongues,theywillbestilled;wherethereis

knowledge,itwillpassaway.

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*24*

"Foreveryendingthereisalwaysanew

beginning"

Li:Ican'tbelieveyourdadreallyletyoucomeall

thewayheretheseholidays

Me:wellIdidpassmydegreewithadistinction

andI'vesecuredjobswithtwocompanies.Heis

waytooproudofmerightnowtosaynoto

anythingIwant

HehadjustpickedmeupfromtheairportinPE,



Iwasgoingtomeethiswholefamilyandspend

timewiththemforaweek.Nervousdoesn't

evenbegintodescribehowIfeelrightnow.He

isfromahugefamilyandformeitsalways

beenmydadandIsoI'mnotusedtobeing

aroundalotofpeoplebutluckilyI'vealready

metShaunandKwandile

Him:relax,theywillloveyou.Mamaalready

lovesyoueventhoughshehasn'tmetyou

Me:I'msureshewon'tlovemeaftershefinds

outthatIdatedyourcousin

Him:heisn'tmycousinanditdoesn'tmatter

whoyoudatedbeforeme

Hedrivesintothishugemansion,I'msureyou

canfit5housesthesizeofmydad'shousein

thisonehouse.Itsthatbig

Him:youready?

Inodandfakeasmile,I'mdefinitelynotready.

Meetingfamiliesisabigdeal,Ijusthopethey



likeme.Hegetsouttocomeopenmydoor

thentakesmyhandaswewalktowardsthe

door.HeopensitandIswearitsasifthereisa

partybeinghosted,therearekidsrunninginand

outthehouse,adultsinthekitchenandthe

lounge.Somanypeople,I'malreadyfeeling

overwhelmed.Agorgeouswomancomes

towards,shedoesn'tevenhavemakeupon,

sheisinjeansandaT-shirtwithslippersonbut

fuckitshelooksmoregorgeousthanmostof

usonourgooddays.Shesmileswarmlyatus

??:ohwowlookwhoishere.Heybaby

ShegivesLimileahugandhejustsmiles

warmly.Helookssocutewhenheisbabied

Li:mamathisisher.Abongiwemeetmyaunt

butsheismoreofamothertome

Ismileashisauntopensherarmsformeand

pullsmeinforahug,sheevensmellsgoodai

ngekeguys.Thiswomanisperfection



Lwa:itsnicetofinallymeetyouAbongiwe.I've

heardsomuchaboutyou

Me:goodthingsonlyIhope

Sheisstillsmiling,shehassuchawarmand

blissfulauraabouther

Her:onlygoodthings.Comeletmeshowyou

wheretosettlein

Me:ohmybagsarestillinthecar

Her:Sbani!Jaden!

Twoboysrunintothelounge,acoloredboyand

ablackboy

Them:auntie

Lwa:takethekeysfromLiandgetthebags

fromthecarthenbringthemtothetopfloor,

thefirstguestroom.TellLangatohelpyou

Them:OK

IfollowLwatotheelevator,shepushesthe



buttonandwegetin.Yepthishousehasan

elevator,honestlyIwanttolivehere.Its

gorgeous

Lwa:Ihadtogetthiselevatorinstalled,I'mnot

asyoungasIusedtobeandthosestairsare

exhausting

Me:lolbutyoudon'tlookadayoverthirty

Her:lolI'mactually49hey

Wowsomepeoplejustagegracefully.Whenwe

gettotheguestbedroomI'mamazed,itsso

spacious,thereisacouchandtheensuite

bathroomisthesizeofmybedroomathome.

I'mtryingmybestnottogocrazyatallthis

Lwa:youcanfreshenupinthere,theboyswill

bringyourbags.Areyouhungry?

Me:justabit

Her:we'vealreadyhadlunchbutI'llaskSinoto

preparesomethingforyou.WellAbongiwefeel



athome,wemightgetoverwhelmingbecause

wearesuchalargefamilybutweareharmless

andloving

Ismileasshewalksoutleavingmetoadmire

thegorgeousroomI'llbesleepinginforthe

nextcoupleofdays.Afewminuteslaterthere

isaknockatthedoorandJadenwalksinwith

Sbaniandsomeotherkid

Me:heyguys

Jay:heyauntiesaidweshouldbringyourbags

Me:ohthankyou

??:I'mLanga,Iknowyoufrommysister's

laptop

Me:Liyana?

Henodsthentheyleaveafewminuteslater.

AftertakingabathIchillintheroomwithmy

earphonespluggedin,I'mnottiredpersebut

I'mstillabitshyaroundthisfamily.Baewalks



inwithatray,placesitonthepedestalthen

climbsonthebed,kissesmyforeheadcausing

metosmile

Li:kutheniuzivalelenje

Me:Idon'tknow,thisbedistoocomfortablefor

metoleaveit

Helaughs.Isitup,pausethesongthatwas

playingbeforetakingtheearphonesout

Him:Ibroughtyoufood

Me:youaregoingtoeatwithmeright?

ItwasgoingtobeatdinnerthatI'llgetformally

meeteveryone,wewereallseatedatthetable

andmyeyescounted11people,myself

included

Lwa:OKguysbeforewestarteatingIwantto

introducesomeone

Soso:orLimilecouldintroducehersinceitshis

guest



LwagiveshimanunimpressedlookandIwant

tolaugh,Sosoissoplayfulbutthegreyhairon

hisheadsaysheisgrownbuthealsolooksin

his30s

Lwa:hisguestinwhosehouse?Smithdon't

startwithme

Soso:lolOKI'mquiet

Lwa:thankyou.AsIwassaying,guysthisis

Abongiwe,Limile'sgirlfriend.Abongiwethisis

ourfamily,thisismyhusbandLwandiso,you've

alreadymethistalkativeass

Wealllaugh,Ilovethiswomanthough.

Lwa:thosetwoovertherearemyoldestsons,

LoyisoandQhawe,nexttothemisKwandoand

Kwandile

IsmileatKwandileandhesmilesback,I'mnot

evengoingtolookinKwando'sdirection

Lwa:that'sMihle,heisvisitingusforthe



holidaysandthat'sLanga,Sbani,Lisaand

Jadenournieceandnephews

Aftertheintroswehadthedinneroversmall

talk,luckilytheydidn'taskmealotofquestions

becauseI'mquiteshyaroundstrangers.After

dinnerLwaandSosowentuptotheirroom

leavingusstillchillinginthediningarea

Loy:soAbongiwewhereareyoufromandhow

didyoumeetthisidiotcousinofours

IlaughandLimileshowshimthemiddlefinger

Q:bruhyouknowwethoughtyouweregayright?

Li:dawgeveryonethoughtyouweregayaswell

atsomepoint.AtleastIwasgettinglaid.Wena?

NowitwasQhawethatgaveLithemiddle

fingerandIwasjustwatchingthemlaughingto

myself.Guyswillalwaysbeidiots

Kwandi:sohowdidyouguysmeetbecauselast

timeIcheckedyouwereintoAvery



Loy:woawwhat?YoudatedAvery?

Li:doesn'tmatterwhoshedated.Sheiswith

menow,shelovesmeandherexesdon't

matter

Iwasalreadywishingthegroundcouldopenup

andjustswallowmebutLicametomyrescue

Loy:OKfinepointtakensoAbongiwe?

Me:I'mfromEsikhawinibutImethiminDurban

andinEmpangeni

Q:andyoulovethisidiot?

Ichuckled.Heismyidiotandtheymustleave

himalonenow

Li:yesshelovesmehaw

Kwandi:loldawgweaskedhernotyou.Relax

Me:lolIdolovehim.Alotactually

Helookedatmewithasmileonhisface.Heis

suchperfectionattimes.Whenitgotlate,he



askedmetospendabitoftimewithhiminhis

roombeforeIgoofftobedandwhowasIto

refuseachancetocuddlewithmybae

Li:I'vebeenthinking

Me:ohno

Him:lolwouldyourelax?Idon'twantthewhole

longdistancethinganymore.IloveyouandI

wanttowakeupnexttoyoueveryday

Me:Iwantthataswellbabybutisiteven

possiblerightnow?

Him:onlyifyoumovetoJo'burg.IknowI'm

askingforalotfromyouespeciallywithyour

dadbeingonhisownandstuffbutIreallywant

ustowork

Me:andwhataboutmyjobLimile?

Him:wewillfigureitout.Iwanttomarryyou

butIalsoknowthatyouarenotreadyforanyof

that



Isighedandheheldmetighter

Him:I'mnotsayingit'sabadthing.Iunderstand

whereyourconcernsarecomingfrombutcan

youatleastthinkaboutthemovingpart

Me:OKI'llthinkaboutit

Him:that'sallIwantnanazi.Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Letmegosleep

Him:sleepherewithme,you'llsneakbackinto

yourroomintheearlyhours

Igavehimthat"hellno"lookandhelaughed.

ImaginenjefirstnightvisitingandI'malready

havingsexinthehouse.Hellno.Heletmego.

ThenextdayIwaswokenupbyaknockonthe

door,IwenttoopenandtherestoodLisaanda

child.Averycutedarkbabywithahugeafro.

Shewasadorable

Me:heyLisa

Lisa:morningsisAbongiwe.AuntieLwasaidI



shouldcomecheckifyouareup

Me:wellI'mupnowbutI'mgoingtobathbefore

comingdown

Her:canwecomein?

Imovedoutthewayandletthemwalkin,they

satonthecouchwhileImadethebed

Me:whoisthat?

Lisa:Lwandle.Hermomjustdroppedherand

Luvooff

Me:alright

Lisa:IhopeyouarenicelikesisLiyanaandnot

meanlikeKwando

Ilaugh,guessKwandoisnotlikedbyevenher

ownfamily

Me:I'mdefinitelynicelikeLiyana.Ipromiseyou

Ibathed,woreboyfriendjeans,aloosetopand

tiedmytwistintoabun.Whenwegot



downstairs,LwawasintheloungewithKwando

andLiyana

Liyana:mnganiIcan'tbelieveyoudidn'ttellme

youwerecominghere

Lwa:that'sbecauseshewasn'tvisitingyoubut

visitingme.MorningAbongiwe

Ismiled

Me:morningma.Heymngani.HeyKwando

Kwando:I'mgoingtocheckonsomething

somewhere

Shegotupleavingusandhonestlynobody

cared

Lwa:sohowwasyourfirstnight?

Me:amazing.Isleptlikeababy

Lwa:soyouandLimiledidn'tsneakaroundin

themiddleofthenight?

Me:chabowedidn't



Liyana:yhoauntieLwa

Lwa:what?SosoandIsneakaroundinour

parentshousesallthetime.Itssexyand

excitingandIknowyouandShaundoitaswell

sodon'tauntieLwame

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*25*

"Ohanameansfamily.Familymeansnobody

getsleftbehindorforgotten"

HaveImentionedhowmuchIloveLimile'saunt?

YhoifIcouldmouldandsculpturemymother,

I'djustmakeherexactlylikethiswoman.Sheis

sowarmandfuzzy,loving,funnyandjustthe

coolest.Herandherhusbandarerelationship

goalsItellyou

Lwa:sowhat'sthedealwithyouandKwando?I

sensedavibe

Wearenowinthekitchen,Liyana,LisaandIare

helpinghermakelunchandtheconversationis

justflowing



Me:wellshehasneverlikedme,fromdayone

actually

Lwa:sheprobablyfeltthreatened,mydaughter

isveryterritorial

Liyana:shemustlearntosharethoughauntie

Lwa,sheneverwantedresandmyparentswere

notgoingtoletmestayanywhereelse

Lwa:Iknowbaby.Kwandoisjust

misunderstood.Idon'tgethowwejustgotitso

wrongwithourdaughters

Me:Iguessso.I'lltrytalkingtoher,getaclean

slate

Lwawrappedanarmaroundmyshoulderand

pulledmecloserforasnuggle.Thiswoman

though,wenzaone.Beforeweweredonewith

preparinglunch,theboyscamedownandit

wasliketheywereinsyncbecauseuncleSoso

wenttoauntieLwa,ShaunwenttoLiyanaand

Limilecametome.Ourcheekswerekissedand



wejustgiggled

Soso:theboysandIaregoingout

Lwa:outwhereandwhy?

Loy:yhoMrsSmithcan'tmenjustgooutnje

andhavefunwithoutyour101questions

Lwathrewatomatoathimandhejustlaughed,

Loyisoissoplayful,you'dswearheisa

teenagerorsomething

Lwa:I'llendyourlifewenaLoyiso.I'mnotyour

friend

Loy:lolIstillloveyoumommy

Hewenttowraphisarmaroundherthenkissed

hercheek,Lwacouldn'thelpbutsmile

Soso:anywaybabywearegoingtotherugby

clubthenJasonandAphiwe'shouse

Lwa:OKyoucanonlyleaveafterlunch,weare

notslavingawayherejustforthefunofit



Q:weareleavingthekidsthough.OSbaniand

them

Lwa:fineEnzoisfetchingthemandtaking

themtothebeachanyway.Youshouldfetch

thetrios,Lwandle,LuvoandOyaneedsomeone

toplaywith

Q:OKI'llcallSihleandtellher

Whenweweredonewithlunch,weservedthe

guysthenLiyanaandIdecidedtoeatinthe

kitchenbythehighchairs,thedinningareawas

justtooloud

Liyana:sohowareyoufindingyourinlaws?Or

ratherisshouldsayourinlaws

Me:loltheyareOK.IloveauntieLwa.Sheisso

cool

Liyana:yeahsheisprettyamazing.ImeanI

wouldn'thavesurvivedthescandalyam

noShaunifitwasn'tforher.AndyouandLi?

NiRight?



Ismiledtomyselfandthethoughtofthatsexy

manofmine.Idon'trememberthelasttimeI

wasthishappybecauseofsomeoneelse.Its

suchanamazingfeeling,somethingIneverfelt

inmyfirstrelationship.Ithoughtthatwaslove

butthewayLimilelovesmeshowsthatwhat

I'vehadbeforewasn'tlove

Me:wearegreat,I'msohappymngani

Shesmiles

Her:I'mhappyforyouguys.Youbothdeserveit

somuchitscrazy.AnywayIknowmymomis

comingherelaterwhichmeansauntieLolz,

auntiePaliandAuntieAphiwearealsocoming.

Weneedtomakesurewearenotherewhenall

ofthathappens.Thosewomenwillaskyoua

millioninappropriatequestionsandwilltotally

embarrassyou.TrustmeIknow

Me:loltheycan'tbethatbad

Her:mnganitrustmeonthisone



Wefinishourlunchjustastheboysaregetting

readytoleave,Licomestome,chasesLiyana

awaythensitswhereshewasseated

Li:areyouOKmyangel?

Inodwithasmileonmyface,Iwishwewere

alonesoIcouldjustkissthelivingdaylights

outofhim.Hislipsalwayslooksotemptingand

becauseheisbuff,hishugsalwaysdothe

damnthing.

Him:areyougoingtobeOKorshouldIditch

theguys?

Me:nogowithyourguys.LiyanaandIaregoing

togoshoppinganywaysoI'llbeOK

Him:really?OKthat'scoolthen

Hereachedforhiswallet,tookouthisbank

cardandgaveittome,Ilookedathimall

confused.UsuallyIgoshoppingwithhimand

hepaysforeverythingsothisisafirst



Me:areyousure?

Him:yesI'msure.YourminimumisR5000

Me:what?Limileno

Him:Limileyes.Thereisnolimit.WellIdon't

thinkthereisalimitonthatcardbutshouldyou

runintoanytrouble,callmeandI'llsortitout

HewasnowgettingupbecauseLoyisowason

hiscase,Iontheotherhandwasstillstickon

theminimumbeingR5000whatlifeisthis.He

kissedmycheekthenpeckedmylips

Him:Iloveyoumyangel

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:havefun

Me:youtoolove

TheyleftandImustadmitthehousewasalot

quieterwithoutthem,for6guystheyreally

makealotofnoise.Wecleanedupinthe

kitchenanddiningareawiththehelpofauntie



Sno.ApparentlysheisyoungerthanauntieLwa

butshedefinitelylooksolderbutsheisalso

chilledandlaidback

Lisa:areyouguysgoingtoleave?

Liyana:yesbaby.Why?

Lisa:IlikechillingwithsisAbongiwe

AaahmanbutthisgirlistheonethoughandI

thinkherandIvibesowellbecausejustlikeme,

sheistheonlychildandshestayswithherdad

inCapeTownbuthermomdidn'tabandonher

likeminedid,herparentsbrokeupnje

Me:wewillchilltogetherwhenwegetback.We

willwatchanymovieyouwant

Lisa:andIcansleepinyourbed?

HerfacelituplikeaChristmastreewhenI

nodded.Afterwegotready,LiyanaandImade

ourwaydownstairstofindauntieLwawithher

friends,samefriendsweweretryingtoescape



??:holdonthere,comeherethebothofyou

Liyana:that'smymom

ShewhisperedinmyearandIimmediatelysaw

theresemblance

Lwa:whereareyouguysoffto?

Liyana:themall.IneedafewthingsforMangi

??:youarebeautiful

Anotherladywastalkingtome,Idon'tknow

thesepeople,IjustknowLwaandLiyana's

momsoimaginemyanxietyatthismoment

Me:thankyou

Lwa:thisisAbongiwe.Limile'sgirlfriend

??:Lihasagirlfriend

??:agorgeousgirlfriendatthat.

Lwa:youbitcheshavenofilterandnomanners,

AbongiwethisisNoma,Liyana'smom.That's

Lolo



Lolo:sheisnoone'smomthankfully

LiyanaandIlaughed,auntieLwahassome

insanelycrazyfriends

Lwa:lolshejustdrinksandfucksaround

Lolo:therearewaytoomanydicksintheworld

formetosettleforone

Noma:lolwhatthehellareyouteachingthese

girls

Lolo:calmdownsulkySuzie.I'mjustjoking

Lwa:anywaythat'sAphiwe,Jayden'smomand

that'sPali,AveryandLwakho'smom

Ithinkmyheartstoppedthereforasecond,

suddenlyIwasfeelingveryuncomfortable

Me:nicetomeetyouall

Pali:hmmmwelllet'shopeyoudon'tbreak

Limile'sheartlikeyoubrokemyson'sheart

Saywhatnow?HaibowhendidIbreakAvery's



heartwhenheistheonethattreatedmelike

trash?

Liyana:OKthat'sourcuetoleave.Bye

Aphiwe:waitholdonjustaminute

Lwa:hayiAPleavethegirlsalone.Theyhaveto

go

Lolo:butlikewewanttoknow

Lwa:wellyouwon'tknow.Letitgo

Theyaredrinkingwineandhavingchicken

wings,Iwantthislifeguys,whereyoujustmeet

upasrichwivesandjustdrinkinthemiddleof

theday.ThewayLwajustdefendedmemade

mejustlovehersomuchmore.Whenwegotto

themall,Iwasn'tinthemoodforanything

anymore,Ijustwantedtogohome.Ihated

Avery,howcouldhejustspinthisaroundonme

likethis?AsifI'mtheonethatwasinthewrong.

Iclickedmytongueinfrustration



Liyana:andnow?

Me:argnothingmngani

Her:I'mgoingtocallLithen

Me:Lolyouareashittyfriendyaz.Goshwhy

amIevenfriendswithyou

Her:becauseyouloveme

That'snolie,Iloveherlikemysister,sheis

basicallythesisterIneverhad.

Me:itsthisthingkaAveryandhismommngani

Her:mxmdon'tletitgettoyou.Averyisadick,

alwayshasbeen,alwayswillbe.Don'ttakehim

orhismomtoheart.AuntiePalithinksAveryis

theperfectsonandhepretendstobejustthat

asawaytoseekherapproval.Theylietoeach

othersomuchthattheystartbelievingtheirlies.

Isighedaswewalkedintotruworths,wewere

nowshoppingforMangisinceIdidn'twantto

doanythingwiththecardIwasgiven



Liyana:let'sgogetournailsdone

Me:I'veneverhadfakenails

Her:wellcomeandthenwecangetyouanice

weave,maybesomelingerieyouknow.PhelaLi

isflamesandyouhavetokeepyoursocks

pulledup

Me:argwhatever.Mymanlovesme

Her:ofcoursehedoesbutdoesn'tmeanyou

havetorelax.HowdoyouthinkI'vekeptShaun

forthepast3years?Iknowhowtobounceon

thatdickgirl

LmaogoshLiyanathough,yhothisgirlwillhave

youlaughinglikearatchedbitchinamallfullof

whitepeopleItellyou.Wedideverythingshe

hadmentioned,Igota20"Peruvianweave,it

feelssoweirdonmyhead

Liyana:yourfirstweaveanditsaPeruvian,

heeehyou'vemadeitgirl.Doyouwantlashes

too?



Me:hellno.I'mdrawingthelinethere

Icanjustimaginemyselfblinkingendlessly,the

thoughtistraumaticnjeonitsown.Ialsogot

mattelavendercoffinnails.Imadesurethey

werenottoolong,can'tgobigonyourfirsttime

andbeforeweevenwentshoppingforclothes,I

wasalreadyfeelingbadforgoingcrazywithLi's

money

Liyana:butbabeyouneedanoutfit

Me:forwhat?Ihaveenoughclothes

Her:I'mgivingyouamakeoverhere,new

clothesareamust,orshouldIcallLiandtell

himyoudon'twanttospendhismoney?

Me:lolyouareanidiot.Ijustdon'twanthim

thinkingI'mwithhimforthemoney.

Her:theguyknowsyoulovehimsorelax.They

likeitwhenwespendtheirmoney,askauntie

Lwa,shewilltellyou



Weshoppedandboydidweshop,Liyanawent

wildwithbae'scard,honestlyIthoughthewas

goingtocallandcomplain

Me:Ishouldatleastgethimsomething

Her:lolyouaretryingtoeaseyourguilt.Gethim

cologne.Itwilljustsayyouacknowledgehow

nicehealwayssmells

WhenwegotbacktotheSmithhouseIwas

exhausted,itwasjustafter6andtheguys

weren'tbackyet.Iwasmissingmymanmanje

haw,they'vebeengonethewholeday.Auntie

Lwawasstillwithherfriendssowejustgreeted

andwentupstairs,Lisacamerunningtome

Me:howwasthebeach?

Lisa:somuchfun.AuntieSinoandauntie

Nokwewerewithustowatchthetriosand

Lwandle,LuvoandOya

Me:I'mgladyouhadfunbaby.LookwhatIgot

you



Ipulledoutajacketfromoneoftheshopping

bagsandshewentcrazy

Lisa:thankyouthankyousisAbongiwe.Its

beautiful.Iloveit

Shehuggedme,Iwashappythatshewas

happy.Shehangsaroundboysthewholeday

becausesheistheonlygirlinherAgegroupin

thehouse.

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*26*

"Don'tbesorry.Itrustedyou,myfaultnot

yours."

ItwasactuallytwodaysbeforeIleftPEthatI

feltthepresenceofthewholeSmithfamily,I'm

talkingaunts,uncles,cousins,thewholelot.

Wowtheyareahugefamily

Li:wecanalwaysjustsneakawayifitallgets

toomuchforyou,theywon'tevennotice

Hehadhisarmsnakedaroundmywaistaswe



stoodintheyardwatchingthekidsplayinthe

pool.Despitehowoverwhelmingitallwas,I

wasactuallyenjoyingit.I'veneverbeen

surroundedbyafamilyenvironmentsoIwas

goingtoridethismomentoutforaslongasI

can

Me:I'mOKbabe.I'mactuallyenjoyingit

Him:areyousure?

Inodthenheplacesasoftpeckonmyneck.Is

itsuchabadthingthatI'msuddenlycravinghis

touchallovermybody?Wehaven'tdonethe

nastysinceIarrivedhere,I'mstilltryingto

respecthisauntshouse,Ican'tbethatgirl

shame.Noways

Me:I'msuremylove.IthinkI'mactuallygoing

tomissthischaosyakini

Hepulledmetofacehim,peckedmylipsthen

smiledtohimself.Heissuchabeautifulperson,

insideandout,hehassomanylayersbut



slowlyI'mpealingthemawayandheletsme.

Justtheotherdaywewerehavingalatelunch

beforewatchingamoviewhenheopenedup

abouttheaffectlosinghisdadhadonhim,to

growuplookinglikesomeone,tobereminded

thateveryactionthatyoudo,yourpersonality

andbasicallyeverythingaboutyouisexactly

likethatofamanthatleftyouwhenyouwerea

childwasjustalottotakeinforhimbecause

akamaziubabwakhe.

Him:I'mgoingtomissyousomuchwhenyou

gobackhome

Me:really?

Hesmiled

Him:yes.Ialreadymisssleepingnexttoyou,

stealingglancesofthissexybodyofyours

whileyouareasleep

NowitwasIthatsmiled,probablybecauseof

thewayhewaslickinghislipsandcheckingme



out

Me:Imisswakingupwithyourheadbetween

mylegs

HepulledmecloserandIfelthishardon

againstmeandIburstintolaughter.Aithisone

though

Him:youaredefinitelysleepingwithmetonight.

Idon'tcarewhatanyonesays,Iwanttosleep

withmydickburiedinthatwettightpussyof

yours

Ifeltmyselftingleatthewayhesaidthat.I

thinkevenI'mturningintoasexfreakmanjeall

becauseofhim

Avery:thislookscosy

Mymoodchangedinasecond.Eversincethat

encounterwithhismom,heisatthetopofmy

leastfavoritepeopleintheworldrightnow

Li:what'syourpoint?



Avery:relaxcuz,Iwasjustobservinghaw.No

needtobehostile

Li:Averybruhufunanton?

Avery:nothing.Iwasjustpassingby,thoughtI

shouldgreetandthat'swhatI'mdoing.Molo

Abongiwe

IrolledmyeyesandithelpedthatIspotted

LwakhofromadistancestandingwithHailey,

LiyanaandKwandosoIexcusedmyselffrom

whatIknowwillendbadlyandapproached

them

Liyana:andthen?IsAverycrazy?

Lwakho:heisanidiotthat'sgoingtoget

himselfbeatenup,youwillsee.Hehasbeen

planningthisfordaysnow

Ifrownedinconfusion

Me:planningwhat?

Lwakho:hewantstoprovetoyouthatLiis



violentsohecanwinyouback

Kwando:argmanthat'ssochildish

Me:foronceIagreewithyou

Thefamilybraaiwasreallygoingwell,youcould

feeltheloveandwarmthintheairandeveryone

washavingagoodtime,evenKwandoandI

werehavingadecentconversationwithouther

stormingofformewantingtoshovemyfoot

downherthroat.Whenitstartedgettingdark,

thekidswentintothehouseandwejoinedthe

parentsclosertothepool,Icouldn'tspotLi

anywhereandIwasalreadymissinghim

Lwa:youaregoingtobreakyourneck

Abongiwe

Everyonelaugh,myselfincluded.Iwasprobably

lookinglikeafool,busylookingaround

everywherebutIwantuBaewam

AP:youknowAbongiweandLimileremindme

ofMikeandPali



Mike:us?Why?

Pali:suchinsultsbettercomewithgoodreason

Ouch!OKmamaAvery.

AP:Idon'tknowhowtoexplainitbuttheyhave

thatdarkandmysteriousloveconnection

Lwa:ohIseeitnow.Liisthedarkand

mysteriouspartoftheequation

Noma:andAbongiweisthelighttohis

darkness.Iseeitaswell

Iwantedtocurlupandhideawaybecausenow

everyonewasjustlookingatmeandallIwas

doingwasjustsmilingendlessly

Me:thanks.Excuseme

Igotup,QhawetoldmethatLiisprobablyinhis

roomandthat'swhereIheaded,Iknockeda

fewtimesthenopenedthedoortofindhimon

hisbackonthebed,glassonthefloorandthe

dressermirrorshattered.AtfirstIwasscared



toevengonearhimbutItrusthim,Iknowhe

wouldn'thurtme

Me:Limile

Cwaka.Noresponsewhichmademepanicabit

asIwalkedclosertohisbed,thebloodfromthe

woundsonhisfistswasdrippingontothe

whitefurrycarpet

Me:Limile

Li:pleasedon'tcomeanycloser

Me:babywhathappened?

Him:Abongiwepleasejuststaywhereyouare.

Please

Anynormalpersonwouldhaveturnedaround

andwalkedoutoratleaststopwheretheywere

butnotme,I'masstubbornastheycomeand

thiswasmymanandasmuchashewon't

admititrightnow,heneededme.Iclimbedon

thebednexttohim,mirroringhispositionbut



keptmyeyesopensincehiswereshut.Welaid

likethatforoveranhour,justsittinginsilence

andstaringattheceiling,myheartwasracing

becauseIdidn'tknowwhatwasgoingto

happennext

Li:youaretoostubbornforyouowngood

Me:Iloveyoutoomuchformyowngoodthen

becauseI'mnotlayinghereforsolong,staring

atnothingbecauseI'mstubborn.I'mhere

becausengiyakthanda

Him:hmmm

HesatupandIdidthesame,helookedatme,

smiledfaintlythentookmyhandmakingme

standanddirectedmetocomestandbetween

hislegs.Hepulledmeinforahug,andI

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisneckwhilehis

wereonmywaistthenIsatonhislap

Him:ifIwentawayforalongtime,wouldyou

stilllovemeandwaitforme



Me:huh?Wentawaywhere?

Him:wouldyouwaitforme?

Ifrownedmyeyebrowsandmyheartbeat

increased.

Me:babyyouarenotmakingsense.Uyaphi?

Hiseyeskeptavertingfrommyfacetohis

bleedinghandtohisbathroomdoor,whenI

turnedaround,Ithinkmyheartstoppedfora

second.TherewasAveryonthefloor,helooked

deadandIimmediatelyjumpedoffhislapand

rantothebathroom.Hewasbeatenupreally

badlybuthestillhadafaintpulsewhichwas

whatmademerunouttheroomandoutthe

house

Me:auntieLwa

Iwasshoutingsoeveryoneturnedaround

Lwa:what'sgoingon?

Me:Limile.Avery.Someonecallanambulance



Soso:Abongiwecalmdown,youarenotmaking

sense.Breathandtelluswhat'sgoingon

Itookinadeepbreaththenexhaledslowlyand

spokeagain

Me:Averyisunconsciousupstairs.Heneedsto

getthehospital

Everyonerushedontheirfeetandranupstairs

andIjuststoodfrozenonthespot.Somany

thoughtswererushingthroughmymind,I

thoughtLimilewasdoingwellwiththeanger

managementsowhatcouldhavepossibly

triggeredthis.Afterafewminutes,carswere

drivingoutoftheyard,Iwasstillnotmoving,

juststandingthereuntilIfeltathrowcovermy

shoulders.Iturnedaroundanditwasauntie

Lwa.Shesmiledassheledmeintothehouse,

therewerelesspeoplenow,mostlyjustthe

females

Lwa:areyouOK?



Inodded,IwasnotOK.IwastryingtobeOKbut

itwasn'thappening.Ijustkeptthinkingwhatif

hedies?YesIdon'tparticularlylikehimbutI

don'twishdeathforhimandwhatWould

happentoLimileifAverydies?

Lwa:KwandogetAbongiweacupof

chamomileteaplease

Lolz:withlotsofsugar

Kwando:alright

AfterIhaddrankthetea,Iwasgettingcalmer

andabletothinkstraight

Me:isListillupstairs?

Lwalookedatherfriendsthenatmebutdidn't

givemeananswer

Me:auntieLwawhereishe?

Lwa:Idon'tknowsweetie.Hewasn'tinhis

roomwhenwegothere.Hiscarisstilloutside

butheisn'thereandhelefthisphone



Isighedheavily.NowIwasbeyondworried,I

needtofindhim.Hecan'tbealonerightnow,he

mightjustendupdoingsomethingstupid

Me:Ineedtofindhim

Kwandi:youdon'tknowthisplaceAbongiwe,

youwillgetlostyourself

Me:wellIcan'tjustsithereanddonothing,he

needstobewithsomeonerightnowandhe

needstoknowthatIdidn'tsellhimout,thatme

callingforhelpdidn'tmeanthatIdon'tlovehim

orthatIsuddenlycaremoreforAverythanIdo

him.Ididn'tgetachancetotellhimthat,he

needstoknowthatOK.Hejustneedstoknow

Iwasalreadyintearsandonmyfeet,mindyouI

don'tevenhaveacar,Idon'tknowmyway

aroundPEbutIwantedtofindhim

Lwa:OKKwandilegowithher.Ifitgetstolate,

comeback.

Kwandi:OKma.MasambeAbongs



Igotup,leftthethrowandwewalkedout.We

drovearoundinsilence,Ididn'tknowwhatIwas

lookingfororevenwheretolookbutmyeyes

wereout.Thesilencewasdisturbedbythe

soundofKwandi'sphone,itwasconnectedto

thecarsowhenIsawAlwandewrittenonthe

screenIpushedhimtoanswer

Kwandi:heycuz

Alwa:dabssaysyouguysarelookingforLi

Kwandi:yeah.Abongiweinsistedonit.Weare

stilljustdrivingaround.Wedon'tknowwhereto

look

Alwa:gotothebeachbutparkabitfarthen

walktowardstherocks.Youmightfindhim

there,that'shisspot

Kwandi:thankscuz.Wewillletyouknow

AndasAlwahaddirectedus,wesuredidfind

himsittingontherocks,Iwaswalkingonwet

sandwithnoshoeson,inshortsandavest,no



jacketinsight.Iwasstartingtogetcold

Me:pleasejustwaithere,Iwanttotalktohim

alone

Kwandi:Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea

Me:youarecloseenoughtodosomethingin

casehefucksmeup.Please

HenoddedasIclimbedontothefirstrock,

leapedover3morethenreachedtheonehe

wason.Iknowheheardmebuthedidn'tturn

around

Me:youareadifficultguytofind

Li:leavemealoneAbongiwe

Me:don'teventrythatwithme

Him:AbongiweDubeleavemethehellalone.

Youaredisturbingmypeace

Me:heisn'tdeadyouknow

Him:Idon'tcarebutsinceyoucaresomuch



abouthim,gotothehospitalandbebyhisside

becauseheneedsyou.Idon't

IfeltthetearsthreateningmyeyesbutIquickly

lookedupandblinkedrapidly.Hewasbackto

shuttingmeout

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere,ifitmeansthatwe

stayhereuntilthesuncomesupthenfinewe

willbutI'mnotleavingyouhere

Him:thisisnotthetimetobestubborn.You

wanttobeherewhenthecopscometoarrest

me?Abongiwejustgobruh,please

Me:arrestyouforwhat?Heisn'tdead

Justthenthreecarsdroveontothesand,aG

wagon,WranglerandWildTrak.Definitelynot

copsbutIcouldtellthathewasinpanicmode

Him:fuck.Let'sgobeforetheygettothese

rocks

Weapproachedthemandthecloserwegot,I



realizedthatitwasuncleSoso,uncleJasonand

uncleMike.UncleMikewasfumingwithanger

Soso:Kwandileiswaitingforyouinthecar

Abongiwe

I'mscaredofthesemensoIjustnoddedand

walkedtowardstheparkings,Ikeptturning

backwithevery5stepsandwhenIheardLicry

inagony,IwantedtorunbackbutKwandilehad

alreadyspottedmesohestoppedme

Me:letmego!Theyaregoingtokillhim

Kwandi:theywon't

Me:letmegoKwandilemahn!

Hepickedmeupandthrewmeoverhis

shoulderandwalkedtowardsthecarwithme

kickingandscreaming.Heputmeinthecar,

buckledtheseatbeltthengotitaswell

Kwandi:I'mnotgoingtoleavejustyet,calm

down.Limileisfamily,theywouldn'tkillhim.



UncleMikeisjustangry

Me:healmostkilledAverysotheycouldkillme

too

Him:theywon't

After30minsorso,thecarsdroveout,theG

wagonstoppedbyourcar,thewindowrolled

downandKwandididthesamewithhis

Soso:wearedrivingtothehospital

MyheartalmoststoppedbutIlostmywords

andtheidiotI'mwithjustnoddedandfollowed

theothercars.

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*27*

"Neverunderestimateaman'sabilitytomake

youfeelguiltyforhismistakes"

#narrated

ThemomentAbongiwe'sbackturnedtowalk

awayfromwhereMike,Soso,JasonandLimile

were,Mikethrewhisfirstpunchleadingtoa



softgroantoescapeLimile'smouth

Soso:whatthefuckbruh?

Mike:don'twhatthefuckmeLwandiso,that's

myfuckensonlayinginthehospitalbecauseof

thisidiot

Jay:nooneisdisputingthatbutwearenothere

tobeatthekidup,weareheretotalktohim

Mike:wellspeakforyourselfbecauseI'mhere

tofinishlentwana

HethrewasecondpunchwhichthrewLimile

offhisfeetandhelandedonthefloor,theloud

cryofagonythatAbongiweheardwasfromthe

multiplekicksthathewasreceiving

Jay:OKyou'veprovenyourpoint.Leavehim

now

JasonpulledhisbrotherawayfromLimile's

bodybecauseheknowsonceMikegetstothe

placeheisatnow,hewon'tstopfuckingup



Limileuntilheisdead.Sosoreachedhisarm

outtoLimileandpulledhimup.Hecoughedup

blood,quicklyspatitoutandwipedhisface

withhisT-shirt

Soso:ntwanawhathappened?

Limiledidn'trespondandthegotMikeeven

morepissedbutjudgingfromhowJasonhad

himhelddown,hewasn'tgoingtoescapehis

grip.

Mike:letmefinishthiskidoff

Li:finishmeoffbeforeIfinishyoursonoff.

Yinkwenkweleyathat'swhyIfuckedhimup.He

doesn'tdeservetobecalledamanfortheshit

thatheputAbongiwethrough.Ididn'tfuckhim

upformyownwell-being,Ifuckedhimupfor

AbongiwebutI'mstillgoingtofuckhimupfor

me

Soso:Limilewatchit.Wedidn'traiseyouto

disrespectyourelders



Li:Iknowdadbutyouraisedmetofightforthe

womanIlove,tohonourherwhereshefeels

powerless.That'swhatIdid.UncleMikeand

auntPalesawon'tunderstandbecausetothem

AveryisagoldenboyandI'mtheblacksheep

that'sdatingthewhorethatbroketheirson's

heart.IknowhowtheyseeherandIdon'tcare,I

wouldbeatanyoneupthatdarestofuckwith

thatgirlbecauseIloveher

Theystoodthere,inthesandjustlookingat

eachotherinthedark.Sosowassmilingwhile

Jasonletoutasoftchuckle.Mikeontheother

handjustlostthewilltofightLimileanymore.It

waseverythingthathesaidthatmadehim

questionwhetherhewasn'ttooquicktoact

beforefindingoutthecauseofthewholething.

Soso'sphonerangfromhispocket,whenhe

sawthatitwasLoyisocalling,heanswered

Soso:shontwana

Loy:shotata,youguysneedtocometothe



hospital.Thingsaren'tlookingsogoodwith

AveryandauntPaliiscausingascene

Soso:alrightweareonourway.Justholdthe

fortuntilwegetthere

Loy:alright.DoyouknowiftheyfoundLiornot?

Alwandehasbeencallingnonstop

Soso:wedid.Wearecomingwithhimnow

Loy:shotaima

*

*

Ididn'tknownordidIunderstandwhywewere

suddenlygoingtothehospital,didsomething

happentoLimilewhiletheywerebeatinghim

up?ArewegoingthereforAveryorwhat?And

thispersonthat'smydesignateddriver,didn't

bothertoasktheimportantquestions.Hejust

noddedandfollowed.Wedroveinsilenceandit

wasasifuyangilayabystoppingateveryred



robotwhenthereweren'tanycarsontheroad,

itsfreakenmidnightinthemiddleoftheweek,

justdrivepastthedamnthing.Iopenedthe

doorbeforehehadevenpressedtheparking

breakandIexitedthecar,wewerefinallyatthe

hospital,172hourslater.OKI'mbeingdramatic

butyoucatchmydrift.Idon'tevenknowwhere

IwasrushingtoobutwhenIsawLimile

standing,thebiggestwaveofreliefwashed

overmybody,Irantohimandwrappedmy

armsaroundhimandjustcried.Ididn'tcare

whowasaroundus,hewasOKandthat'sallI

caredabout

Li:ouchmyangelnotsohard

Iwassqueezingthelifeoutofhim.Ipulled

backfromthehugandonlythendidIspothis

bustedlipandthedriedbloodfromhisnose

Me:areyouOK?

Hesmiled,kissedmyforeheadthennodded.



ThisloveandlifethingwillShockyou,hewas

madatmenotsolongagobutlookatusnow,

findingcomfortineachother'sarms.Myeyes

managedtocatchaglimpseofAvery'smom

andhonestlyIfeltbadforher,itsherchildthat

mycrazyboyfriendfuckedupandthestateshe

wasinwassaddening

Soso:anynews?

Q:hehasbeenhavingseizuressincewe

broughthimin.Hehasalotofinternalinjuries,

brokenribs,collarboneandhiskneeisfucked

IfeltLimile'sbodytenseupnexttomine,Iknow

myboyfriendwellenoughtoknowthatatthis

momenthewasfeelingbadforhisactions

Loy:butheisstablefornow.Stillunconscious

butstable

Iletoutasighofrelief,Iwasn'tevenawarethat

Iwasholdingmybreath.Itwasthatsighthat

madeAvery'smomawarethatIwashere.This



wholetimeshehashadherheadburiedinher

husband'schest

Pali:getthatJezebeloutofhererightnow.She

isn'twelcomehere.HerandherJudas

Wowtakethewholebibleapartwouldyou?!

Lwakho:momcomeon.Liisfamily

Pali:don'tyoudaretellmethatLwakholonke,

don'tyoudare.Yourbrotherisgoingtodie

becauseofthatthing.Theygavehimkorobela

that'swhyheissoungrateful.Bitingthehand

thatfeedsyou

IfeltLimilewantingtobreakawayfrommebut

IheldhimtighterandhelookedatmewhileI

shookmyheadsoftly

Me:let'sjustgo

Pali:good.

KwandiletossedLihiskeysandwewalkedout

anddrovebacktohisaunt'splaceincomplete



silence,hewasinhisownworldandsowasI.

HeparkedinthegaragebutwhenItried

openingmydoorhestoppedme

Li:canwetalkforasecond?

Irelaxedandletgoofthedoorhandle

Him:I'msorryforthewayIspoketoyouatthe

beach

Inod,honestlyIhadlongforgottenaboutthat.

I'mjustgladwefoundhimandheisOK

Me:andAvery?Why?

Hesighedthentookapause

Him:Ihadtodoit.Iwon'tgointodetailsright

nowbutIjusthadtodoit.Ididn'tmeantobeat

himuplikethatthoughbuthekeptpushingme.

I'msomadatmyselfforlettinghimsetme

back.Iwasdoingwellbabe,IknowIwas

Me:youweredoingreallywellngempela.Don't

betoohardonyourself.Slipupshappen



Him:IknowbutIwasalmostatmymilestone

andthenIwasgoingtoaskyoutomarryme.

NowIhavetostartalloveragainbecauseI

knowyouwon'tmarrymenowbecauseofthis

Itookhishandsintomine,Ichuckledathow

dirtyhewas,sandallover,driedblood.Justa

completemessItellyou

Me:itsamarathonbabywam,notasprint.I'm

stillhere.Istillloveyou.Doesn'tmatterhow

manydooversyouwanttotake,I'llstillbehere

aslongasyouarestilltryingtobetteryourself

Him:enkosiMaDube.I'msureyouwishyou

wouldhavesettledforsomeguywithafade

andskinnyjeanseUKZNandnotthisidiot

IsmileasIshakemyhead

Me:Ilovemyidiot

WewalkedintothehouseandauntLwastood

upimmediately,tookonelookatLimileandjust

laughed



Kwando:eeuwbruhgoshower

Li:shutupIdon'tstink.I'mjustdirty

Lwa:justgoshowerandsleep.Wewilltalkin

themorning.I'malsotired

SheheadedfortheelevatorwhileIbasically

threwmyselfonthecouch,Limileusedthe

stairsandnowIwasstuckwithKwando

Kwando:canIaskyousomething?

Me:isitgoingtoannoyme?

SheshrughershouldersandIsatuponthe

couch

Me:khuluma

Her:howdoyoujustdothat?Actcrazyjust

becauseyourboyfriendranaway

OKsheisannoyingmeandI'mprobablygoing

tofuckherupbeforeIeventhinkaboutbed

Me:excuseme?



Her:Idon'tmeanitinabadway.Imeanyou

don'tknowyourwayaroundthisplace,heck

youdon'tevenknowyourwayaroundthis

houseyetbutyouwerejustreadytogofindhim

outthereatnight.Likedoyoulovehimthat

much?

Me:uhmyeahIkindado.Whatdoyouthinkwe

aredoinghere?Sidlalaizindlu?

Her:arglet'sleaveitman,youdon'tgetwhat

I'mtryingtoask

Me:thentryaskingitproperlythenI'llgetithaw

Shewasbusyspinningherphoneinherhand,

rotatingitaroundlikeNgiyamshelaor

somethinglikethat

Her:OKthereisthisguyrightandheiscooland

stuffandwearevibingquitewellyabo

Allthiscoolkidslanguagegivesmeaheadache

hey.Whathappenedtojustspeakingproperly

though?



Her:thingisheis19,wasafirstyearthisyear

butIthinkIlikehimalot.Notgolookforhimin

themiddleofthenightkindoflikehimbut

normalpeoplelikehim

Ichucklesoftly.Thisgirlreallyis

misunderstoodbutaisukaitsherowndoing,

shejustcomesoffwaytoostrongly

Me:thentellhim

Her:uhmfuckno.Hehastocometomeand

we'vebeenfriendsforalongtime.OKmaybe

notfriendsbutfamilyfriendandIdon'tthinkhe

hasnoticedme

Me:dudeyouare21,ifyouwantthekidthengo

foritorelsetheywillsnatchhimfromyou

Justthenatextcamethroughonmyphone,I

openeditandsmiledtomyselfasIreadit

From:Mine

ISTILLWANTTOSLEEPWITHMYDICK



BURIEDDEEPINYOURPUSSYSOCOMEHERE

ALREADY

Her:andnow

Iturnedmyphonetoherandshowedherthe

text

Her:eeeuwyoutwoaredisgusting

ThenextdayauntLwacalledameetingfor

Avery'sparents,Liandmyself.Wewereall

gatheredinherstudy,sittingthereawkwardly

Soso:Limileweneedtoknowwhyntwana.We

knowitcan'tjustbeaboutAbongiwe.Sowhat

happened

Li:IwantedtodirectthisquestiontoauntPali

anduncleMikebutitwon'tfindrelevancesoI'll

directtoyoudadandmama

Lwa:OK

I'mstilloutheresittinginsilence,twiddlingmy

thumbsbecauseIjustfeellikesincewe've



coveredthatthisisn'taboutme,Ishouldhave

beendismissed

Li:howwouldyouguysfeelifKwandostarted

datingaguywithagirlfriendthatpromisesher

theworld,makesherbelievethathelovesher,

takeshervirginityandimpregnatesher?How

wouldthatmakeyoufeel?

Soso:I'dkillabastard.Noonemesseswithmy

daughters.AlakheZululearntthatthehardway

Ifeltmyheartclinch,InevertoldLimilethatI

waspregnantatsomepointsohowisit

possiblethatheknowsthatalready?

Li:sohowdoyouexpectmenottokillAvery?

Pali:thatgirlisn'tyourdaughter.Itsnotthe

samethingandsheknewthatAverywas

seriousaboutAphelelebutbecausesheisthe

waysheis,shewentintothatknowingly

Me:Ididn'tknow



Iquicklywipedtheonetearthatrolleddownmy

cheekthenclearedmythroat

Me:Ididn'tknow.Hetoldmethatyouwere

forcinghimtobewithher.Thathetriedto

dumpherbutshewouldruntoyouandyou

wouldforcehimtostayinarelationshiphe

didn'twant

Pali:Ididnosuchthing.Averylovedyoubutyou

wentandsleptwiththatJudasandgot

pregnantthentriedpinningitonhimwhereas

hewasalreadyexpectingababywithAphelele

thenyouabortedthechild.Youbrokemyson's

heartandnowyoualmostgothimkilled

IopenedmymouthtosaysomethingbutIjust

couldn'tfindthewords.HonestlyIhadnoidea

whattosaywithregardstothatsojustkept

quiet.Therewasnowayshewasgoingto

believeJezebeloverhergoldenboy

Li:wellhesoldyouawholeloadofbullshit



Lwa:LimileHadebe

Hertonewasfirmandthelookthatshegave

himindicatedclearlythathehadcrossedthe

line

Li:uxolomama.PointisAveryisaliar.Hewas

morethanhappytotellmethatI'mhavinghis

sloppyseconds,thathewasAbongiwe'sfirst

everythingtotheextentthatIwon'tevenfather

herfirstchildbecausehehasalreadyticked

thatbox.Yestheabortionwasmutuallyagreed

uponbythebothofthembutAverywasolder,

heshouldhavedonealotmorethantodump

Abongiweaftershewentthroughthat.That's

whyIfuckedhimupbecauseheisouthere

blamingAbongiweforallhiscrapandtaking

noneoftheresponsibility.YesauntiePali,I'm

notAbongiwe'sfatherbutwhensheishere

amongstmyfamilybecauseofmethenI'm

everythingtoherandIwon'thesitatetostand

upforher.Beittoyouoranyoneelse.



[08/18,15:37]Mca:*28*

"You'vegotanewstorytowriteanditlooks

nothinglikeyourpast."

Ilookedatmyselfintheinthemirrorand

smiled.Iwasinsanelyproudofmyself,notjust

forcompletingmydegreeinrecordtimebutfor

gettingoutofvarsityalive.Thatplacetrulyisa

junglewithalotofwildanimalsreadytojust

pounceonyouifyouareweak.I'mstartingmy

newjobtodayatAnqobeauditorsasan

industrialpsychologistandasmuchasIam

nervousaboutit,I'mstillexcited

Dad:ready?

InodwithahugesmileonmyfaceasIgrabmy

handbag,Liyanaforcedmetogetit.Apparently

I'maladynowandIshouldinvestinalotof

handbagsandstilettos.MydadandIhave

breakfasttogether,itshisoffdaybutheisup

earlyjusttoseemeoff



Me:doIlookfine?

Him:youlookbeautifulmybaby.I'msoproud

ofyou

IkisshischeekasmyphoneringsandI'm

headedoutthedoor

Me:byedad

Him:byeandhaveagoodday

Me:thanks

IanswerasIwalkout.Itsmybae,heisstill

sulkingovermerefusingtomovetoJo'burgbut

heisslowlygettingoverit

Me:heyboo

Li:howcomeyouhaven'tsentmeaphotoof

howyoulooktoday?

Me:lolbecauseyouhelpedmepickmyoutfit

lastnightsoyoualreadyknowhowIlook

Helaughs,goshImisshim.Afterthewayhe



stoodupformetohisfamily,IthinkIfellinlove

withhim10timesmorethanIalreadywasin

lovewithhim.Averyisstillrecoveringathome,I

don'treallycaremuchforhimbutmybestie

LwakhoisworkinginPEwhileLiyanaisin

Durban.I'mstuckinEmpangeniwithnofriends

again.Storyofmylife

Him:lolbutbabeIonlyhelpedwiththe

underwear

Me:becausethat'sallyoucaredabout.I'llsend

youapicwhenIgettowork.Ineedtocatcha

taxirightnow

Him:Ineedtobuyyouacarsocanyouhurryup

withgettingyourlicensealready

Me:OKOKI'llgettoit.MyloveIreallyhaveto

go.I'llcallyouthough

Him:loveyoumyangel

Me:loveyoutoo



Ihungupasthetaxistoppedinfrontofmeand

Igotin.WhenIgottotheofficeIwas

introducedtothewholestaffbySinokunqoba

Zunguandjudgingbythisstaff,I'mprobablythe

youngestonehere.Myofficewassmallbut

nicewithadesk,chairandcouch.Typical

therapisttypeofvibe.Ididn'thavemuchtodo

onmyfirstdaysoIwasdoingfilingand

paperwork.Whentherewasaknockonmy

dooranditopened,IsmiledwhenIsawwhoit

was

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Laz:momtoldmeitsyourfirstdaytodayandI

thoughtI'dcomesayhi

Igotupfrommychair,gavehimahugandwe

satonthecouch.I'mstilltryingtobuilda

relationshipwithLunathiandsofarsogood,we

hardlyseeeachotherbecausesheisingrade

11allthewayinDurbanwhereaswithLazola,

hejustdrivesthissidewhenever.Ididn'tthink



I'denjoyhavingsiblingswhilehatingmymother

butIreallylikemybrothersandsister

Me:youdroveallthewayhereonyourown?

Him:welldadhasanwithappointmentwithDr

ZuluatGardenClinic

Me:isheOK?

Him:yeahheisfine.Justminorkidneyissues

Mylittlebrotheriscutethough,wellallmy

siblingsaregoodlookingsoIguessourmother

gotsomethingrightwhenitcomestomaking

us

Him:momsaidIshouldsayhi

Me:Lazdon't.

Him:sheistryingAbongiwe

Me:Idon'tcare.Sheshouldhavetriedyears

ago.Ihavenoproblemwithyouandmyother

siblingsandIabsolutelyadoreLubanzibutas

forYolanda,Ican'tforgiveherLazola.Ijust



can't

Him:OKfine,let'schangethetopic.Soare

thereanycutegirlsaroundhere?

Me:lolIthoughtyouhadagirlfriend

Him:Ido.So?

Ihithisarmaswelaughedtogether.Aftera

whilehehadtoleaveandobviouslyIhadtoget

backtowork.AtlunchtimeIwenttoeatinthe

diningarea,yepthiscompanyhadadiningarea.

Everythinginthisplacewasfancyandbecause

Iwasnew,Ihadn'tmadefriendssoIatealone.I

calledLisinceIhadpromisedtocallhim

anyway

Li:heybabe

Me:areyoubusy?

Him:nahnotreally.How'syourfirstday?Ihope

youarenotbeingyourantisocialselfandyou

areputtingyourselfoutthere



Igiggledathowwellheknowsmenow,I'mjust

notapeople'sperson.That'showIam

Me:I'mtrying.Imissyou

Him:Imissyoutoo.AmIseeingyouthis

weekend?

Me:yes,I'llcometoJo'burgonFridayafter

work

Wecontinuedmakingplansforthiscoming

weekendandIwasgettingmoreandmore

excitedaboutit.Whenmyfirstdaycametoan

end,thebosscametocheckonme.

Sino:sohowwasyourfirstday?

Me:itwasn'tbad.Notbusybutnotbadatall

Her:itwillgetbusy,trustme.Withthemerger

beingcompletedinacoupleofmonths,things

willgetcrazyaroundhere

Me:I'mlookingforwardtoit

Her:alrightthenI'llseeyoutomorrow,Istill



havetopickmysonupfromdaycare

Wewalkedouttogether,hertohercarandme

tothetaxirank.WhenIgothome,Iwastired

butIstillbuiltuptheenergytocookandmake

tomorrow'slunchformydadandI.WhenIgot

inbed,Ifellasleepthemomentmyheadhitthe

pillow.WorkingisgoingtoexhaustmebutI

knowitsworthit,IhavesomanyplansIneedto

putintoaction.Ineedtobuildmydadabig

house,takecareofhimsohecanstopworking

andjustbethebestpersonIcanbeforhim.

Thenextcoupleofdayswereprettymuchthe

sameuntilThursdaywhenIwashavingmy

lunchonmyownasusualwhensomeguyjust

decidedtositinfrontofme.Ilookedupandhe

wasn'tevenpayingattentiontome,just

focusedonhissteersburgersonamiIignored

himandatemyhamandcheesesandwich

??:whydoyouisolateyourself?

Me:excuseme?



??:youarealwaysinyourofficeandwhenyou

docomeout,yousitherealone.Why?

Me:becauseIdon'tknowanyonehere

Him:sohowwillyouknowpeoplewhenyou

isolateyourself?

Iwasslowlygettingannoyedbyhim,seriously

whatwashisproblem.

Me:I'mleaving

Him:alrightbye

IgotupbutbeforeIwalkedaway,Ihadtogive

himapieceofmymind,heisrudenjestraight

Me:soyoucamefromwhereveryoucamefrom

anddecidestocomeberudetome

Him:Iwasrude?Howso?

Me:argforgetit

Mxmrudeandarrogantidiot.Idon'thavetime

forhimandIwon'tlethimruinmyday,I'm



seeingmymantomorrowsoIwon'tletanyone

steponmytoes.AfterworkIbumpedintothe

sameguyfromlunchatthetaxirankwhereI

wascuingforataxi

??:wemeetagain

Me:goaway

Him:andyetyousaidI'mrude

Me:becauseyouarevele

HechuckledandIrolledmyeyes.Hemadesure

tositnexttomeinthetaxiwhichmademe

realizethatIreallyshouldhurryupandgetmy

licensesoIwon'thavetogothroughthis

Him:I'mAJbytheway

Me:OK

WhatkindofnameisAJvele?Mxmcoolkids

yetheisn'tevenakidkesoIdon'tknowwhat

hisproblemis

Him:andyouare?



Me:annoyedwithyou

Him:comeon.LightenupMissserious.Jeez,

I'mjusttryingtobefriendly

Me:wellIdon'twantyoutobefriendly.Gosh

youarejusttoomuch

Him:OKtellmeyournameandI'llleaveyou

alone

Irolledmyeyesagainandhelaughed.

Me:itsAbongiwe.AbongiweDube

Him:I'mAJDlaminiandyouareAbongiwe

Dube.Sameinitialsandeverything

YhoJesusChrist,thistaxidriverneedstobeon

somefastandfuriousdrivingbecauseIcan't

takeanymoreofthistorture.Ihatesmalltalk

Him:OKI'mgoingtokeepquietnow.Ithinkyou

arebeautiful,likeseriouslygorgeous.I'vebeen

watchingyouatwork

Me:didn'tyousayyouweregoingtokeepquiet



now?

Helaughedagain,theguywasn'tbadlooking

kodwayaz.ToobadheisannoyingandI'm

alreadyspokenfor.IwassogratefulwhenI

eventuallygotoff,hemadesuretowaveandI

madesuretoignorehim.

Li:I'vemissedyou

IhadjustlandedinJo'burgandhewasthereto

pickmeup

Me:metoo.Pleasetellmeyouhavefoodwhere

wearegoing

Him:lolIknewyouwouldbehungrysoIcooked

WedrovetohisflatwhileItoldhimallaboutmy

jobandhowmuchIwasenjoyingtosofarandI

lovedhowhejustlistenedwithasmileonhis

faceasifI'mtellinghimthebeststoryinthe

world.Whenwegottohisflat,therewasa

candlelitdinner,rosepetalsalloverthefloor



Me:babethisis...wow

Li:thisisnothingmyangel

Me:itseverythingtome

Hekissedmycheekashepassedmetogo

placemybagsinthebedroomwhileIjust

appreciatedallofthis

Him:areyougoingtoeatfirstortakeabath

first?

Me:bathfirst

ThebubblebathIjusthadwasexactlywhatI

need,relaxingandsoothing.Someoneneedsto

remindmewhyIturneddownanopportunityto

justmoveinwiththismanandenjoylife.We

haddinnerwithmydressedinjustarobe,I

wasn'tgoingtodressupforallofthisagain

Me:Ireallyappreciatethislove

Him:anythingtogetmygirlsmiling.

Me:I'mgettingsexafterthisright?



HebrokeintolaughterandIjoinedin.Iloveus,I

lovehimandhowwecanbesochildish

togetherandyethavesomuchfunwithoutthe

outsideworld

Him:I'mtootiredforsex

Me:that'snotfunny.Thisfoodisamazingby

theway

Him:yourmanisabeastinthekitchen,you

shouldknowthatbynow

Iofferedtowashthedishessincehecookedso

Ijustloadedtheminthewashingmachinethen

lefttheminthereandmademywaytothe

bedroomwhereIfoundhimgettingreadyto

takeashower.Iletthegownslideoffmybody

andhewatchesmeintenselywithoututteringa

word.I'mnowleftinjustmybirthdaysuit,Idid

sayIwasn'tgoingtodressupforthatdinner,I

wasn'tkidding.

Li:babeyouarenotbeingfair



Me:lolgoshower

Him:Imustleavemysexynakedgirlfriendin

hereandgoshower?Idon'tseethathappening

hey

Heapproachesmewiththetowelstillwrapped

aroundhisbodyandmyinnerdivadoes

cartwheelsbutitswhenheliftsmeupand

tossesmeonthebedthatIcelebratethemost

becauseIknowitsabouttogodown

Him:hmmmdoyouknowhowmuchI've

missedthisbody?

Me:Ithinkyouareabouttoshowmejusthow

much

Him:youaredamnrightaboutthat

Heseparatesmylegsandmyheartstarts

pounding,mybodytinglesandIjustwantallof

himrightnow,nofourplayjustdickactionwaya

waya.Hetakesawiffbetweenmylegsand

releasesamoanofsatisfactionbeforehaving



hisfirsttasteofwhatonlybelongstohim

Me:baby

That'sallIcanmanagetosayasheeatsme

out,suckingonmyclitandfuckingmewithhis

tongue.Italljustfeelssogood,I'mclutchingon

tothesheetsfordearlife,archingmybackand

slowlyrisingoffthebedonlytoslambackonit.

Thismanwillbethedeathofme.Mytoescurl

whenIfeelafingerenteringme,followedby

anotherone,slowlyenteringandexitingmy

cookie,heisistakinghistimeinpleasuringme

andI'menjoyingandhatingitatthesametime

becauseIneeditroughandfastrightnowbut

somehowIfindmyselffuckinghisfaceand

fingers.Ineedmorethanwhatheisgivingme

rightnowandheknowsthis,heknowsand

understandsmybodymorethatIdosoIdon't

dareaskformorebecauseIknowitscoming

Me:ohGod



MyhandisonhisheadandI'mbuckingupand

downbutwhenIfeelhisfingerslowlyentering

myanalopeningI'mdonefor.Theorgasmthat

washesovermeisoverwhelming,myhands

travelalloverthebedasIreleaseonhisface.

Thismandoesthedamnthingwithhistongue.

Yeeeer.Idon'tdareopenmyeyes,Idon'twant

toseehimrightnowbutwhenIfeelhisbody

hoveringovermine,Ianticipatehisnextmove.

MylegsopenwiderforhimandIwrapthem

aroundhiswaistandpullhimtowardsmeusing

justmylegsandhechucklesbutdoesn'tsay

anything.Heplantsawetkissonmyneck,

suckingonitabittoohardasheentersme

slowly.LikereallyslowlyandthemoreItryto

pullhimallthewayin,hepullsback

Me:babyplease

Him:shhhhdon'trushSthandwasam.Itsall

yours.I'mallyours

Thosewordssendatinglingsensationallover



mybodyandwhenheisfullyin,hetakesa

pause,liftsbothmyarmsabovemyheadand

pinsthemwithonehandthenmovesbackto

myear

Him:howdoyouwantit?

Me:hardandfast

Him:asyouwish

Iwasalreadysoakingwetsowhenhestarted

poundinginme,allIcoulddowasjustscream

hisnameoverandoveragainandwhatmade

matterworsewasthatIwasrestrictedbecause

Icouldn'ttouchhim.

Him:youfeelsogoodbaby

Atleasthecanformsentences,I'magoner

rightnowandwhenhisfingersstarttwistingon

mynipples,mywallstightenaroundhisdick

andI'mreadytoexplode.Ithinkhecanfeelit

becausehegoesharderandwereachour

climaxtogether.Itrycatchingmybreathand



makingmywaybacktoearthbecauseright

nowI'moncloudninefeelingthoroughlyfucked

Him:Iloveyousomuch

Hekissesmyforeheadthenplacesalongpeck

onmylipsbeforerollingoffmeandpullingme

tohischestandwrappinghisarmaroundme.I

kisshischestandjustsmiletomyself

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby.Fuckthatwasamazing

Beinghappyissuchanamazingfeeling,you

couldseethedullestthingandstaysmilingjust

njebecauseyouarehappy.WespentSaturday

morninghavingmorecrazysexthenwewent

outforbrunch.Mydadcalledwhilewewere

eating

Me:baba

Dad:Abongiwe.I'mjustcheckingin

Ilaughed.SomeonewasMissingmealready

andIonlyleftyesterday



Me:I'mwellbabaandhowareyou?

Him:I'mwelltoo.Yourmotherishere,shewas

hopingtoseeyou

Me:wellthenitsagoodthingI'mnotaround

Him:youknowatsomepointI'mgoingtodie

andshewillbeallyouhave

Me:don'tspeaklikethatbaba.

Him:itsthetruth.Shewantstotalktoyou

Me:byebaba.Iwillcallyoulater

Hesighed,IknewIwasbreakinghisheartbut

heneedstoacceptthatI'mnevergoingtobuild

arelationshipwiththatwoman.Ever.Isuddenly

lostmyappetitesoIwasjustplayingwithmy

foodnow

Li:yourmomisstillreachingout?

Inod

Him:sheneedstorelaxnow.Herputting



pressureonyouwon'tmakeyouforget20years

withoutherjustlikethat

Me:itsnotevenaboutthe20years,itsaboutthe

liesthatfollowed.Whygothroughsomuchjust

tohurtmewhereasmydadwasalwaysgoing

totellmethetruth.IhateherLimile.Iseriously

do.

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*29*

"Letyourpastmakeyoubetternotbitter."

BeingbackatworkmeantIwasbacktobeing

annoyedbythisAJguy.Theguywouldn'tstop

comingatmewithhisremarks,compliments

thatIfoundextremelyannoyingandworseof

allhehadthecheesiestpickuplines.Itslunch

timeandhereheisagain

AJ:doyouhatemeAbongiwe?

Me:ifIsayyeswillyougoaway?

Him:nah.I'mnevergoingaway.I'mheretostay



Me:myboyfriendwillbeatyouupyazwena.

Awazingyaktshela

Helaughed,hehadanicelaughyenaandhe

wasattractivenotthatIwasattractedtohim

buthewasnicetolookatifhewasn'ttalking

andannoyingme

Him:soyouhaveaboyfriend?That'snice.

WhereishebecauseIhaven'tseenhimaround

here

Me:heisinJo'burg

Him:hmmmsoheisthereasonbehindthered

markonyourneck

Shit!IthoughIhadthat'scoveredupprettywell

withthelightscarfI'mwearing.Mycheeks

instantlyheatedupasIadjustedmyscarfand

clearedmythroat

Him:heisaluckyguy,Ihopeheknowsthat

Me:hedoes.Areyougoingtoleavemealone



now?

Heshookhisheadwhilesmilingslightly

revealinghisdimples.Hehadsuchafamiliar

facebutIknowforsurethatI'venevermethim

beforelastweek

Him:thethingisI'mintoyouandI'mwillingto

giveyourboyfriendarunforhismoney.

NowIlaughed.Itsgoodtohavedreamsyaz,

youknowwishfulthinkingandwhatnot.

Dreamsaregood

Me:youwilldieifIeventellhimaboutyou

Him:soyouarealreadykeepingusasecret?

Me:thereisnousAJ,getitthroughyourhead

beforeIreportyoutoHRforharassment

Iwasnowseriouslyannoyedwithhimandhe

pickeditupratherquicklyjudgingbyhowhe

leanedbackonhischairandraisedhishandsin

theair



Him:OKOKI'msorry.Ijustlikejokingaround.

That'sit.IguessItookittofarnow.I'msorry

Me:I'mgladyouknow

Him:OKletmegetadoover.I'llstoptryingso

hardandjustbeme.Maybewemightendup

beingfriends

Me:Idoubtit.Ialreadyhaveenoughfriends

Itookmybottledwaterandheadedbacktomy

office.Ihadasessionwithoneofthetruck

driversfromMMZee,hejustrecoveredfroma

horrificaccidentandheneededareportfrom

mebeforetheycanlethimbackbehindthe

wheel.Afterthatsession,Iwasreadytogo

home.IcalledmysisterthemomentIgothome,

IhadbroughtpizzaandfriedchickensoI

wasn'tgoingtocook.Lunathiansweredonthe

thirdring

Luna:heysis

Me:youngone.Howareyou?



Her:I'mgood,schoolisstressfulandLukhanya

isalwaysannoyingme.Ican'twaituntilIfinish

matricandleavethishouse

Ilaughed,shealwayshassomethingto

complainaboutespeciallywhenitcomesto

Lukhanya.Ithinkheisasweetheartbuthe

drivesLunathicrazy

Me:Imissyouyaz.Whenareyouvisitingme?

Her:holidaysmaybethenyoucantakeme

shopping.Lazsaysyouworknow

Me:I'lltakeyoushoppingdon'tworry.How's

yourdadandhiskidneyissues?

Her:dad'sfine.Himandmomarejustfightinga

lotlately.Mostlyaboutyou

Me:aboutme?WhatdidIdo?

Her:Idon'tknowthedetailsbutdadkeeps

tellingmomtoapologizetoyouforsomething

Me:ohwellIwasjustcheckingonyouyoung



one.Nothingmajor

Her:thankssis.Loveyoubye

Me:loveyoutoo.Bye

Myrelationshipwithmysiblingswasgetting

strongerwitheachpassingdaybutobviouslyit

willneverbeperfectwhileIstillhatetheir

motherandjudgingbywhatLunathijustsaid,

itsalsocausingstrainonYolandaandLubanzi's

relationship.Icrawledonthecouchwithmy

plateofpizza,twopiecesofchickenanda

glassoffantagrapeandwatchedTVwhichwas

quiteboringmightIadd.IwaswithLijust

yesterdaybutalreadyImisshimsomuch.

Thereisjustsomethingaboutbeingaroundhim

thatmakesmecompleteandrightnowIwas

feelinglikemylifewasmissingsomething.

Therehastobemoretolikethanthis.I

watchedSkeemSaamthencalledLwakhoasit

ended



Lwakho:heybuddy

Me:heyImissyou

Him:Imissyoutoo.Wereallyshouldhookup

soon.Idon'tknowwhenbutsoon

Me:Iagree.How'syourbrother?

Idon'tevenknowwhyIaskedbutIguess

curiositygotthebetterofme.Hewasbeaten

upprettybadly

Him:heisrecovering.Thingsaresoawkward

becauseofalltheliesthathespuntomy

parents.

Serveshimright.IforoneknowthatI'mdone

withthatboy

Me:ohwellhehaditcoming.Howareyouand

Hailey?Stillgoingstrong?

IcanhearhimchuckleandIlaughsoftlyaswell.

ForaslongasI'veknownLwakhohehasbeen

withthatwhitegirlofhis.Sheiscrazyandthey



fightlikecrazy,buttheymakeupallthetime.

KindalikeShaunandLiyana.Liyana!That's

anothersoulthatImisslikecrazy.Goshlifeis

reallygettinginthewayformerightnow.

Him:wearehappyand3monthspregnant

Me:what?!OhmygoshI'msohappyforyou

buddy.Youaresosecretive.

Helaughsagain.Aaahmanthat'soneperson

thatdeservesallthehappinessintheworldhey.

Lwakhoisgoingtomakeanamazingdadthat's

forsure

Him:lolIhadtokeepitinuntilnow.I'mhappy

Abongsyhoandsoscaredatthesametime.I

wanttobesupermanformykidyouknow

Me:argmanyouwillbe.Wowcan'tbelieveyou

aregoingtobeadad.Thisisawesomestuff

Idon'tknowwhybutsuddenlyIthoughtofmy

kidwithAvery,howheorshewouldberight

nowhadInotgonethroughwiththeabortion.



AftermycallwithLwakhoIwassuddenlydown

inthedumps,Iwashappyforhimbutatthe

sametimeIcouldn'thelpbutwonder.Mybae

didn'tcallmethatnight,ofwhichI'mglad

becauseIknowIwouldn'thavebeengood

company.ThenextdayIwokeuptoatextfrom

him

FROM:Mine

GOODMORNINGBEAUTIFUL.IMISSYOU,I

LOVEYOUANDIHOPEYOUHAVEADAYAS

AMAZINGASYOUARE

Icouldn'thelpbutsmileasIreadit.Itooka

bath,gotdressedthenheadedforthetaxistop.

WhenIgottoworkIhadbacktobacksessions

andIwassocaughtupwithpaperworkthatI

wasworkingintomylunchhour.Therewasa

knockonthedoor

Me:comein



Hewalkedindressedinaslimfitnavypants,

crispwhiteshirt,navywaistcoat,brownbelt

andbrownshoes.Hewasn'twearinghisusual

annoyingfacebutthesmilewiththedimples

wasvisible

AJ:heyIcomeinpeace

Me:Ididn'tsayanything

Him:Ididn'tseeyouatthediningareasoIjust

cameintocheckifyouareintoday

Me:asyoucansee,I'mbusyso...

Him:Abongiwecanwetalkforasecond

IclosedthefileIwasworkingonashesat

oppositeme.Iusedthistimetoreallytakea

goodlookattheguy.Hewasreallygood

looking

Him:IknowyouandIstartedoffonthewrong

footandthat'sallmyfault.Icanbealittleextra

sometimesandforthatIapologize.I'dreally



likeustobefriends

Me:friends?Soyouarenolongertryingtogive

myboyfriendarunforhismoney?

HelaughsjustalittleandIfindmyselfsmiling

Him:lolyoudidsayhewouldbeatmeupso

thatideaislonggone.Sofriends?

Me:wecantrytobefriendsIguessbutthe

momentyoucrosstheline,I'mputtinganend

tothatfriendship

Him:Iwon'tcrosstheline,Ipromise

Me:alrightcoolthen

Idon'tknowwhatI'mdoingwithstartinga

friendshipwiththisguybecauseIknowLiwon't

approveofitandI'mnotgoingtokeepita

secret.OnWednesdayIhadtobeinDurbanfor

sometrainingcoursesowhenitwasover,I

decidedtocallYolanda.

Yolanda:Abongiwethisisasurprise



Me:areyoubusy?I'minDurbanforthedayand

Iwantustomeetup

Her:Icanmovethingsaround.Whendoyou

wanttomeetup?

Me:inanhourorso.Icouldcometoyour

offices

Her:alrightseeyouthen

IletoutasighafterIhungup.Iwasdone

holdingthisgrudgeagainstthiswoman.I've

startedanewchapterinmylifesobaggageof

thepastneedstobeletgooffandIneedto

moveon.WhenIgottotheoffices,Iwas

directedtotheCEO'sofficeandthereshewas,I

almosthatehowbeautifulshelooks,itannoys

meactually

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*30*

"TodayIdecidedtoforgiveyou.Notbecause

youapologizedorbecauseyouacknowledged

thepainthatyoucausedme,butbecausemy



souldeservespeace."

Yolanda:Abongiwethisisanicesurprise

Iwaswalkingtowardsherdeskandpulledthe

chairbackthensatdown

Her:canIofferyouanythingtodrinkoreat?

Me:waterwillbejustfine

Shepickedupherphone,requestedthewater

thenagainwefoundourselvessittinginsilence.

IquestionedwhyIhadcomehere,wasthis

evenagoodidea?WouldIeverreallyforgive

her?Asinreallyforgiveherandtreatherlikemy

mother?HowdoIevenstartinbuildinga

relationshipwithherwhenshehasliedtome?

Her:youwantedtomeetupsoI'msureyou

havesomethingtogetoffyourchest

Iclearedmythroat

Me:Ijustwanttoknowwhy.Whylietome?

Whylookforme,findmeandthenjustlie?



Her:I'msorryAbongiwe.Ireallyam.IfIcould

gobackintimeandchangethepastIwouldbut

Ican't.Iwantustomoveforward

Me:Idon'twantyourapologyYolanda,Ireally

don't.Iwantreasons.Iwantexplanations

Sheletoutasigh,Iwasn'tevenemotionalthis

timearound,I'mnotangryanymorebutIcan't

moveonwhileIhavethesequestionshanging

overmyhead

Her:IliedbecauseatthetimeIdidn'twantyou

toforgiveme,Ihaven'tevenforgivenmyselffor

theselfishmoveIpulledallthoseyearsago.

YouareagoodpersonAbongiwe,something

youclearlygotfromyourfatherandnotme.I

knewyourfatherwouldtellyouthetruthand

youwouldhatemeasmuchasIhatemyselffor

whatIdidtoyouguys

Me:youaretrulyselfishyouknowthat.

Her:IknowbutnowI'mready.Iknowwecan't



makeupforlosttimebutcanweatleasttryto

becivilwitheachotherandmaybeastimegoes

bywecanbuildaproperrelationshipandyou

canfinditinyourhearttoforgiveme

Me:Iforgaveyoualongtimeago.Notbecause

youdeserveditbutbecauseIdeservedpeacein

mylife

Againwesatinsilence.InmymindIwas

questioningwhatmynextmoveshouldbe,

honestlyIwasdonewiththishateandfighting

butatthesametimeIfearedlettingherinjust

forhertorejectmealloveragainlikeshedid

whenIwasababy

Her:doyoureallyhavetogobackto

Empangenitoday?Iwashopingmaybeyou

couldhavedinnerwithus,sleepoveratthe

houseandyouknowspendsometimewith

yoursiblings

Itreallysoundslikeagoodidea,I'vemissed



LunathiandLukhanyaandI'msureSino

wouldn'tgivememuchofahassle

Me:I'msureitwouldn'tbemuchofanissue

withmyboss.I'dhavetogoshoppingthough

sinceIdon'thaveanythingwithme

Her:doyouneedmoney?

DoesthiswomannotknowthatIampartofthe

workingclassnow?YesImightnotberichlike

heryetbutIcanaffordmyownbasicneeds

Me:I'llbefine.I'llseeyoulater

Her:alright.ThankyouforcomingbyAbongiwe

andjustforeverything

IsmilethennodasIgetup.ThemomentIexit

thedoor,Iletoutasighanddoasilentprayer

thatthisisnotamistake.Itakeacabto

Shaun'splace,Liyanaisthereandthereisno

wayI'mspendingadayinDurbanwithout

seeingmygirl,thatwouldbeadisgrace



Liyana:woawaremyeyesdeceivingme?

Weshareahug,myowneyesmustbe

deceivingmewhenIspotababybump.Heeeh

thesetwothough.Sosecretive

Me:loldon'tyoudare.Andthen?

Sheplacesherhandoverherbellyandblushes

instantly,shelookshappywiththatpregnancy

glow.AaahmanI'mgoingtohavetwonew

babiesinmylife.Thisisamazing

Her:itjusthappenedbabe.Probablymakeup

sexnje

Weburstintolaughter.I'vemissedher,Iwon't

evenlie.Afriendshiplikethisisn'teasytofind

norisiteasytoforget

Me:pleasechange,wearegoingshoppingthen

lunchbeforeIgotomymother'shouse

Her:Yolanda'shouse?WoawOKletmechange

thenI'llhearallaboutit



Shechangesintoboyfriendjeans,blackblock

heelsandaloosewhitetoptuckedinatthe

front.HerweaveistiedintoaneatBunandI

mustadmitthatmyfriendislookingamazing.

ShedrivesustoGatewaywhereIbuytwo

outfits,casualandformalforworktomorrow

thenwehavelunch.Itonlyhitsmewhenmy

phoneringsthatIhaven'tspokentomyboo

today.

Me:SthandwaSam

Li:don'tevenSthandwaSamme,youforgot

aboutme

Lolhesulkssomuchthisone.Alwayswanting

tobeextraloved

Me:Icouldneverforgetaboutyoubaby

Liyanalooksatme,smilesthenshakesher

headandIjuststickmytongueoutather.She

mustleaveusalone

Him:ImissyouandI'mthinkingofcomingto



seeyousinceI'minDurban

Me:really?I'minDurbantoo,rememberIhad

thatworkshopthingtoday

Him:butIthoughtyou'dgobackhometoday.

Soyouarehavingdinnerwithme?

Me:wellunlessyouareupfordinnerwithmy

motherandherfamily,Ican'tdodinner

Him:youguysmadeup?I'llcomefordinnerat

Yolanda's.ImissyoutoomuchandifIwasn't

caughtupwithworkrightnowI'dtakeyouto

ourplaceanddotheunthinkabletoyou

Mycheeksinstantlyheatupasmyclittingles.

Thisguyandhisfoulmouthwillhavemy

pantieswetasfuckatthemostawkwardtimes

Me:lolgoodbyeLimile

Him:lolIloveyoubaby

Me:Iloveyoumore

IhangupandsmileasIplacemyphoneonthe



table.Liyanaisstillstaringatmewithasmile

Liyana:itssogoodtoseeyouthishappy

mngani.Sotellmeaboutyourmother

Inarrateitalltoherandsheisasskeptical

aboutitasanynormalpersonbutatleastIwill

knowItried.

Her:aslongassheknowsthatifshehurtsyou,

weareallcomingforher.

Me:lolsheknowsbabe.SoImetaguy

ShearcheshereyebrowandIbreakinto

laughter.AsifI'devercheatonLimile,Ilovehim

toomuchandIdon'thaveadeathwish

Her:haidon'tlaugh.Starttalking

Me:lolhewantsfriendship.Heworksatthe

legaldepartmentatwork.Niceguy

Her:heeehaslongasyoukeepinmindthat

yourmanispsycho.

Me:itsallinnocentLiyana.I'mboredthatside



anyway,allIdoiswork,churchandchillwithmy

dad.Onefriendwon'tdomeanyharm

Her:justdon'thidehimfromLi.Youknowhow

hegets

GoshasifIdon'tknowhowmyboyfriendis.

AfterlunchshedropsmeoffatYolanda'sand

luckilysheisn'thomebutLunathiandLukhanya

are.Lunathiscreamsthemomentsheseesme

Luna:AbongsohmywordIthoughtmomwas

lying

Me:lolshetoldyoualready?

Her:wellsheisbeyondexcitedaboutallthisso

yeahshedid

Weshareahugandwalktowardsthespare

roomthathasbeenpreparedforme,I'mfeeling

sweatyandstickybecauseoftheDurbanheat

soItakeashowerthenputondenimshorts

andatopIboughttogetherwithslippersIfound

intheroom.IfindLukhanyawatchingTVand



joinhim

Me:Luksntwanayam

Luks:lolyousoundlikeaboy

Me:lolonlyyouwouldsaythat.Howareyou?

How'sschool?

Him:Idrewafamilypictureandputyouinit.

Wanttosee?

HeranoffbeforeIgotachancetorespond.

Laterthateveningwehadafamilydinner,Li

wastheretoo,lookinghandsomeinhiswork

clothes.GoshhowIwishIcouldgohomewith

himafterthisdinnerbutIcan't

Banzi:I'mreallyhappythatyouarehere

Abongiwe.Ourfamilyfeelscompletewithyou

init

Laz:yeahI'mgladtoothatyouandmomare

workingoneachother

Yolandaglancesatme,shesmileswarmlyandI



smilebackasLimile'sgrabsontomythigh

underthetable.Notinasexualwaybutina

reassuringway.ThedinnerisamazingandLi

sayshisgoodbyes,obviouslyIwalkhimout.I'm

22not16soIhavetogetmykissgoodnight.

Wechillinthecar

Li:I'msoproudofyou

Ismilethenrestmyheadonhisshoulder.I've

missedbeinginhisarms

Me:Imadeafriendatwork

Him:that'smygirl.Itoldyoutoputyourselfout

there

Igigglethenhithischestplayfully

Me:I'mjusthopingyouwon'tputanendtothe

friendship

Him:hawbabyI'mnotcontrolling.Youknow

this

Me:itsaguy.HisnameisAJDlaminiandI



swearitsjustfriendship

Him:ohIknowAJ

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*31*

"Honestyisthehighestformofintimacy."

Iwasleftdumbstruck,theworldhonestlycan't

bethatsmall.HayiIrefusetobelievethat

shame.Noway

Li:Iwon'tsaywegrewuptogetherbutwesort

ofdid.RememberwhenyouwereinPEandone

oftheladieswhohelpmamaaroundthehouse

isauntieSno?

Me:yesIrememberauntieSno

Him:wellsheisAJ'smother.AJisalsoLoyiso

andQhawe'shalfbrotherbuttheydon'thavea

relationship.Atall

Me:yourfamilyistoomuchbruh.Ican't

comprehendanyofthisinformation.It'ssmall

andbigatthesametime



Helaughsthenpullsmecloser,Ihonestlycan't

waitforustostartourlivestogether,formeto

justgetthroughallthedramasurroundingmy

life,getmydadtobeinastableenvironment

financiallythenactuallybranchoutonmyown.

We'vebeennothingbutpatientwitheachother,

thereisnojudgmentbetweenus,justloveatits

best

Him:IreallyhatethatI'mnotgoingtosleep

nexttoyoutoday

Me:IhateittoobabebutIhavetoatleasttry

withmymotheryouknow

Him:IknowloveandI'mreallyproudofyoufor

takingthefirststepandI'mlovingthewoman

youareturningintoSthandwaSam.

Iblush,sometimesweneedtheencouraging

wordsfromourlovers,thatheactuallyseesthe

changesyouaregoingthroughinadvancing

yourself.Itsnotseekingpraisebutratherhim



showingthatdespitethatIalreadyhaveyou,I

stilltakethetimetonoticeyou.After30minsof

kissingandfoolingaroundinthecar,hehadto

leaveandIwentbackintothehousewitha

happyheart.Everyonewasstillinthelounge

watchingTVsoitwaskindofawkwardforme

towalkinafterbeingoutsidewithaguy

Banzi:comethissideAbongiwe

Iwalkedintothelounge,wewatchedmovies

untillate.Justlaughingandtalkinglikea

normalfamily,Ireallywastryingshameandit

feltgood.Ifeltlikealoadhadbeenliftedoffmy

shouldersandI'llfinallyhavewhatI'vebeen

missing

Laz:soyouareleavingtomorrow?

Me:Ihavetobro.Ihavework

Banzi:andLimile?Howareyouguysmaking

thatwork?Heisalwaystraveling

Isigh,Idon'tlikediscussingmyrelationship



becauseitdoesn'tmakesensetosomeoneon

theoutsidethatI'mdatingthisguybutwe

hardlyspendtimetogetherbutitmakessense

tous

Me:wearemakingitwork

Hereadsmytoneprettywellbecausehejust

nodsanddropsit.Closertomidnight,I'minbed

andreadytopassout.HonestlyI'mdrainedand

Ijusttextbaeandsleep.NextdayI'mwokenby

quiteearlybyYolanda,Ithinkthesunisn'teven

outyet

Yolanda:Lazolawilldriveyoutoworkat6:30am

Me:Icantaketaxis,it'sfinereally

Her:nonsense.Hedoesn'thaveclassesuntil

theafternoonsohewillbebackintime.

Igetoutofbed,showerthengetdressed,I

decidetoleavemyoutfitsfromyesterdayhere

andthetoiletries.Iwillbemakingfrequent

visitshereafterallsoIdon'twanttobecarrying



thingsallthetime.I'mdownstairsby6:15am

andLunathiandLazolaarealsointhekitchen

Me:morningguys

Luna:morningsis

Laz:youready?

Me:yep

Isaymygoodbyestomysister,mymother

comesdownstairswithLubanziasI'maboutto

leave.IhugLubanzi,heissuchanamazing

manandIhopeYolandawon'tfuckitupwith

thisone

Banzi:don'tbeastranger

Ismile,heissmilingtooandhonestlyIjust

wanttohughimagain.Heissuchagenuine

guy

Me:I'lltrynottobe

NowI'mstandingtherelookingatYolanda

awkwardly,dowehug?Arewethereyetor



shouldwejustsaygoodbyeandbeonourway

Yolanda:thankyouforcomingover

Me:I'mgladIdid

Weshareabrief2secondhugandI'moutof

thathouse.Steponehadbeencoveredandit

canonlybeuphillfromnowonwards.I

managedtogettoworkearly,Iordered

breakfastfromwimpyandwhenitsdelivered,I

digin.I'mstarving.

AJ:heyfriend

Heisatmydoorbeforeofficehourshaveeven

commencedbutforonceIdon'tmindsoI

indicateforhimtocomeinandhedoes

Me:youareearly

Helaughs

Him:andsoareyouthoughorareyoumaking

upforyesterday?

Me:somethinglikethat.I'mmadatyouactually



Hefrownsthensmilesagain

Him:lolhetoldyou?

Me:goshIcan'tbelieveyoutwo.AllthistimeI

thoughtyouwerecomingatmewithbad

intentions

Him:lolyourtrustissuesarealarming.Your

manisagoodguy,alwayslookingoutforyouin

thebestofsituations

Me:heiscontrolling

Him:nahthereisahugedifferencebetween

whatLimiledidandacontrollingman.Heis

protectivenotcontrolling.Thekeyistoknow

thedifference

Irollmyeyes,Icanmakemyownfriends

kodwaguys.YesI'mantisocialbutI'mnotthat

bad

Me:sothisfriendshipisfake?

Him:notatall.Hedidn'taskmetobeyour



friend,heaskedmetojustlookoutforyou.I'm

yourfriendbecauseIwantto.Stopover

thinkingitandjustrelax.

Afterwatchingmeeat,talkingnonsenseand

justgettingtoknoweachotherabit,heleaves

metostartmyday.AfterIhadworkedfora

yearandahalfIhavemanagedtosaveup

enoughmoneyforrenovationsformyfather's

house.Whenthehousehasbeencompleted,its

transformedfromatwobedroomhousetoa5

bedroomhousewith3bathrooms,diningarea

andabrandnewkitchen.Seeingthelookonhis

facewhenhesawthefinalproductwasall

worthit,Ilovethismanmorethanlifeitselfand

I'mjustgratefulthatGodchosehimtobemy

father,ourstruggleshavebeenworthit

becauselookingathimnowenjoyingthefruits

ofmylabor,Iknowheisproudofme

Dad:thishouseistoobigforjustmethough

Me:I'malsoherebaba



Helooksatmewithoneeyebrowcockedand

alreadyIknowwhat'scomingmyway

Him:youarenotgoingtobehereforlong.I

knowthatHadebeboyisalreadyplanningto

takeyouawayfromme

Igiggle,mydadhasaveryuniquerelationship

withLimile.Theypretendnottolikemeeach

otherwhenI'maroundbutIknowheloveshim

andviceversa

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutand

besidesIdon'twantyouworkinganymoresoI'll

justfindsomeonetostaywithus.Tocleanand

stuff

Him:yousee?Youareleavingme

Me:lolIwon'tleaveyoudad,Limileanduwill

justmoveinherewithyou

Him:what?Inwhosehouse?Ungamane

uhambe



Iburstintolaughter,thismandoesn'tknow

whathewants.FindingapersonIcantrustto

staywithushasbeenamissionbuteventuallyI

foundaladynamedNtombi.Sheisroughlymy

dad'sageandnoI'mnottryingtomatchmydad

upbutIstillwanthimtohavesomeonehisage

totalktowhenI'mnotaroundorevenwhenI

amaround.ItsmidApril,itsFridayandI'm

spendingtheweekendatBae'splace.Hefinally

settleddowninJo'burg,nomoretravelingfor

himexceptifheiscomingtoseeme.Iwakeup

athome,showerandgetreadythenmakemy

waytothekitchen,mydadisalreadyuphaving

hisusualmorningconversationswith

maNtombi

Me:goodmorninggoodpeople

Ikissmydad'scheek,I'minagreatmood.My

Fridaysarealwayslikethisbecauseofthe

thoughtofseeingmyperson

Dad:morningAbongiwe



Ntombi:morningsweetie.Yourbreakfastisin

theoven

Me:hastheoldmaneaten?

Dad:IcanhearyouandI'mnotold.I'mmatured

IlaughasIdiginmybreakfast.DidImention

thatmyawesomemanboughtmeacarformy

birthdaylastyear?Wellyourstrulynowdrives

anAudiA5thankstoLimile.Tookmeforeverto

getusedtothefactthatIAbongiweDube

actuallyhaveacarnow.

Me:ofcourseyouaredad.Ihavetogetgoing.

I'llseeyouguysonSundaynightorMonday

afterwork

Dad:SundaynightAbongiwe.Youknowthe

rules

Me:yesdad.Iwasjustpullingyourleg

Mydrivetoworkisaneventfulone,I'mplaying

RKelly,I'mtryingtogetintothespiritofa



sexualweekendahead.Mydayattheofficeis

crazybusy,signingreportsandauthorizing

documentsforemployeessobythetimeI'm

drivingtotheairport,Ijustwanttogetto

Jo'burgandfallasleepinmyman'sarms

Li:youlookexhausted

Hejustpickedmeupfromtheairportandwe

aredrivingtohishouse

Me:I'mgettingamassageright?Thensleep

Him:wellIhadplansforusbutifsleepiswhat

youwantthenwecandothatmyangel

Me:youhadplans?Whatplans?

Him:nothingmajor.I'llpushthemtotomorrow

Me:alrightlove

IclosemyeyesasameansofjustrelaxingbutI

musthavefallenasleepbecausewhenIopen

themagain,heiscarryingmetobed.Ilookat

him,smilethenclosethemagain.Imusthave



beenreallyexhaustedbecausewhenIwokeup,

hehadhisarmtightlywrappedaroundme,I

wasnakedbecauseIfelttheheatofhisskin

againstmine.Itriedremovinghisarmfrom

aroundmeandhegroaned

Li:uyaphi?

Me:morningtoyoutoo

Heplacedakissonmyneckcausingmeto

gigglelikeateenager

Him:morningbaby

Me:sukasoIcangetoutofbed

Him:whydoyouwanttoleaveme?

Me:IneedtheBathroomLimilehaw

Ihithimplayfullyandhereleasedhishold.I

mademywaytothebathroom,washedmyface,

rinsedmymouththenwentbacktothe

bedroom.Hewasnowsittingup,lookingever

sosexywithhisbigeyes,thickpinklipsandhis



justwokeupface.Iwantednothingmorethan

tocuddleupwithhimtoday.

Me:yousaidwehaveplanstoday

Him:youknowI'mnotlikeeveryotherguyright?

Me:yeahyouarecrazy

Him:lolyibaseriousmahnbaby.JonganehI've

beenthinkingwe'vebeentogetherfor4years

now,we'vebeenselflessinthe4yearsand

we'vemadethepeoplearoundushappyand

proudright?

Inod,heisontosomething.Mydadbasically

alreadywantsmeoutthehouse,hewon'tsayit

though.Thatmanlovemetobitsandmy

relationshipwithmymotherisgoingwell.She

hasn'tfuckedupsinceIdecidedtogiveusa

chanceandinallhonestymypeoplearehappy

Him:Iwantedtogoalloutforthisbutwe've

hadenoughdramainourlives.Iloveyou,you

knowIloveyouright?



Me:andIloveyoumore

Hechucklesthenshakeshishead

Him:don'tlietoyourself.Iloveyoumore

HereachesforthedrawernexttohimwhileIsit

upwithmybackagainsttheheadboard,he

removessomethingfromthedrawerandsits

onhislegsbetweenmylegswithasmallboxin

hishand

Him:itsstillthesameonefrom4yearsago.

BackthenIjustwantedyoutomarryme

becauseIdidn'twantanyoneelsetohaveyou

butnow4yearslaterIwantyoutomarryme

becauseIloveyou,becauseIdon'twantto

wakeupwithoutyounexttomeeveragain,

becauseyouaremyonetruesourceof

happiness,Ihavenoreasontoevensmileifyou

arenothappy.Iwanttotakecareofyou

Abongiwe,Iwanttoloveyou,protectyouand

beeverythingthatyouseekinwhatevergiven



momentbecauseSthandwaSamyoudeserve

theworldservedtoyouonasilverplatter.4

yearsagoIdidn'tdeserveyouandIthankGod

everydaythatyouwerestrongenoughtosayno

backthen,ittakesstrengthtorefusemarriage

inaworldwherebyeveryoneseesitasaneed.

4yearslater,withthesameringIaskyouagain

MaDubewam,willyoumakemethehappiest

manintheuniverseandbemywife?

AtthatmomentI'msmilingwithtearsrolling

downmycheeks,myhandshavecoveredmy

mouthandI'minshock.Mymanhastobethe

mostrandompersononearth,weliterallyjust

wokeupafewminutesago,hehasn'twashed

hisfacenorhashebrushedhisteeth.Thereare

noclichédredroses,anaudienceorevenaone

kneegesturebutwearejustchillinginbedone

Saturdaymorningandhedecidestopopthe

question.I'llletyoutellmewhyIshouldn'tjust

sayyes,whyIshouldn'tloveamanthatisso



authentic,sobeautifulandsocarefreeand

loving.Inodmyheadrepeatedlyasheslipsthe

ringontomyfingerthenplacesalongkisson

myforeheadbeforeusinghisthumbtowipemy

tears.

Him:youarebeautiful

Ismilethroughthetears,Ican'tspeakrightnow

soIjustwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckandhe

laughsbeautifullywhileItrytocomposemyself

Me:Istillcan'tbelieveyousprungthisonme

thismorning.Nowarningwhatsoever

WeareouthavingbreakfastandIstillcan'ttake

myeyesofthisring.I'mstillinshock,Iwon't

evenlie

Him:that'swhyitscalledasurprisebaby.I'm

justgladyousaidyes

Me:didyouthinkI'dsayno?

Him:wellyouhaveturnedmedownbeforeso



anythingispossible

Me:thatwasbackthen.Wehadbeentogether

foraminuteandlikeyousaidyoudidn'tdeserve

mebackthen

Hesmilesmakingmesmileaswell.Wowlife

reallyisquiteajourney.Ineverthought,neverin

amillionyearsthatI'dbeworking,engagedand

havingmydadlivinginabighousebeforeI

turned25.Itgoestoshowthatyoucaninherita

lotfromyourparentsbutonethingthatyouwill

havetofindonyourownisyourdestinyandI'm

slowlystartingtoseeme,it'sstillatadistance

buttheroadisslowlygettingsmoother.

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*32*

"Youdon'tfindlove,itfindsyou.Itsgotalittle

bittodowithdestiny,fateandwhat'swrittenin

thestars."

Wespentmostofthedayjustenjoyingeach

other'scompany,largeamountsofpublic



displayofaffectionandalotofflirtingwith

eachother.Weactuallytookthedayjustto

dateeachother,wewatchedamovie,hadlunch

andevenwenticeskating.Allinallitwasan

amazingdayoutwithmyfiancé.Yepthat's

definitelygoingtotakesomegettingusedto.

Whenwegottohishouse,Iwasexhaustedand

evenmyfeetwereswollen.IfIdidn'tknow

betterI'dhonestlythinkIwaspregnanthey

Me:Ifeellikecookingforyou,whatdoyouwant

tohaveforsupper?

Li:areyousure?Youlookexhaustedandit

reallywasalongday

Me:Iwon'tdie.Sowhatdoyouwanttohave?

I'malreadyinthekitchenrinsingvegetablesand

heisintheloungewatchingsportsnews

Him:steak,roastedveggiesandmashwith

mushroomsauce

Me:alrightsoundseasyenough



Ipluggedmyphoneintothespeakersthatwere

inthekitchenandcookedwhilelisteningtothe

soundsofJohnLegend.That'salbumwith

ordinarypeopleandstaywithyou.Whenthe

steakandveggieswereintheovenandthe

potatoeswereboiling,Isatdownonthecounter

chairs,myfeetcouldn'ttakeitanymore.I

wonderwhyI'msotiredlatelybutthenagainI

knowIworkmyselftothebone

Li:babe

Me:yeslove.I'mnotcomingtoyousoyouhave

tocomehere

Withinminuteshewasnexttome,myoneleg

onhisthighandhimgivingmeafootrub

Him:Iwantustotryforababy

Me:metoobutnotrightnow.Wearenot

marriedyetandweliveindifferentprovinces

Him:I'vebeentellingyouthatyoudon'tneedto

workthough.Youcouldmovethissideafterwe



getmarried,Igotoworkandyoutakecareof

ourkids.

Me:I'mstillthinkingaboutit.Wearenot

marriedyetsocanwerevisitthisconversation

afterwegetmarried

Him:butyoudowantustohavekidstogether

Me:yesIdo.Whenwearemarriedthough

Hecontinueswithhisfootrubandhebasically

takesoverthecooking,I'mreallytiredafterthe

dayI'vehadsoIgolaydown.I'mwokenupby

myphoneringingandIanswerwithout

checkingthecallerID

Me:hmmm

Dad:don'thmmmmeAbongiwe.Whyareyou

sleeping?

Me:Ihadalongdaybaba.

Him:hmmsodidhemakeitperfect?

Islowlysitupandrubmyeyes,itsalreadydark



outsidesoIknowI'vebeensleepingforhours

Me:didwhomakewhatperfect?

Him:kantididn'tLimilepropose?

Me:ohmyword.Youknew

Him:obviouslyIknew,heneedsmyblessing

beforehecandosuchthings

Me:andyoudidn'ttellme?Notevenahintbaba?

Kantiwhosefatherareyou?

Him:haaisukaIgaveyouahit,youwerejust

tooslowtocatchit.

Wetalkforover10mimsabouttheproposal,

aboutLiandwhetherIwanttomarryhimornot.

LiwalksinwhileI'mstillonthephonewithmy

dadandheaskstotalktohimsoIgivehimthe

phonewhileIheadtothebathroom.Icanfeela

sharppainonmyabdomenbutIpaynomindto

it.Itsnotintenseanditjustcomesandgoes.

I'mprobablygoingtogoonmyperiodssoon.I



pee,rinsemymouthandwashmyfacethengo

outtothebedroom,Liisstilltalkingtomydad

soIgointothekitchen,dishupforusandsitin

frontoftheTVunderathrow.Itsachilly

eveninganyway.Iwashalfwaythroughmy

foodwhenLijoinedme

Li:lolyourdadissostressful

Me:lolI'mhisonlydaughtersoitsexpectedhey

Iflinchedasthepainhitmeagainandthistime

Linoticed

Him:areyouOK?

Me:yeahI'llbefine.I'mprobablyabouttogoon

myperiods.

Him:ohOK

AftereatingItookabath,drank3painkillers,

woreasanitarypadjustincasethengotinbed.

Idon'tknowwhenhejoinedmebecausewhen

heshookme,Iwasstilldrowsy



Him:babeyouarebleeding

Me:hmmm

Him:wakeupAbongiwe,youarebleeding

Igotoffthebedandnoticedthehuge

bloodstainonthebed,don'tgetmewrongIwas

beyondembarrassedbutatthesametimeI

wasfreakingout.Myflowhasneverbeenheavy,

evenaftertheabortionmyperiodshavealways

beennormalflow.LiranmeabathwhileI

removedthesheets,luckilyhehadamattress

coversothemattressdidn'tgetstained.

Him:areyouinpain?

Ishookmyheadashehelpedmegetintothe

bathtub

Him:I'mtakingyoutothehospital.Thisisn't

normal

Inodashewalksout.Ihadbeensittinginthe

bathtubforover5minuteswhenthewater



turnedred.Myheartwasnowracing,thetears

wereflowingandIwasjustinpanicmode.Igot

out,driedmyselfandworeanotherpadwith

underwearthenanotherpadwithunderwear

overthat.Itriedcleaningthebathtubbuthe

stoppedme

Him:let'sgo.Wewillsortallofthiswhenwe

getback.I'vegotyouOK.Don'tpanic

Me:LimileI'mscared.Thishasneverhappened

before

Him:let'sgo.I'msureitsnothingworth

stressingabout

Thedrivetothehospitalwasaquietone,when

wegottheIwasadmittedandthena

gynecologistwassenttomyroom.She

introducedherselfasDrDrury

Dr:wereyouawarethatyouwerepregnant

Abongiwe?

LiandIlookedateachother.Pregnant?Howis



thatpossiblewhereastherewerenosigns.I

shookmyhead

Her:youwere10weekspregnantbutitseems

asifthebabywasgrowinginthetubesinstead

oftheuterus

Li:soshelostthebaby?

Dr:unfortunatelyyes.Thetubesburstthat's

whytherewassomuchblood

Ihaddonelifesciencesinhighschool,Iknew

exactlywhatallofthismeant.Icanneverhave

childrenagainwhichwaswhatcausedmeto

crythemost.Justearlierthiseveningwewere

talkingaboutstartingafamilyandnowitwillbe

nothingbutafantasy

Li:shhhbabywecanalwaystryagainforababy.

Whenwearemarriedjustlikewehadoriginally

planned

Dr:unfortunatelyMrHadebethatwon'tbe

possible.Thetearingofthetubesmeansthat



MissDubecanneverhavechildrenagain

Li:Idon'tbelievethat.Mysisterwastoldthat

shehasahostilewombandcanneverhave

childrenandtwoyearslatershegavebirthto

twins.Medicalsciencehasnothingoverthe

powerofGod.Irefusetobelievewhatyouare

saying

Dr:hostilewombsanddamagedtubesare

totallydifferentbutfeelfreetoseekasecond

opinion

Whensheleft,wesatinsilence.Istaredatthe

engagementringasIslowlysliditoffmyfinger

andgaveittohim.Insteadoftakingit,he

lookedatmewithconfusiononhisface

Him:andnow?

Me:youwantafamilyLimile,youwantkidsand

Ican'tgiveyouthat.Youdeservetobewith

someonethatcangiveyouthat

Him:Ichoseyou.Iwantyou.Thatringisn'ton



yourfingerbecauseIsawababymaking

factoryinyou,itstherebecauseIsawmylife

partnerinyou

IsighedasIlookedatthering,hewastedno

timeinslidingitbackonmyfingerthenkissed

myringfingerbeforeplacingakissonmylips

Him:wewillgetthroughthisjustlikewe've

gottenthrougheverythingelse.Together

Ispent3daysatthehospital,gettingcleaned

upandstuffthenwhenIwasdischargedIflew

backhome.IhadmissedenoughworkbutSino

stillinsistedItaketherestoftheweekoff.My

dadwasmyshouldertocryonactually,himand

MaNtombiweretakinggoodcareofmeand

YolandaevencametoseemeontheThursday.

Wesharedahug,alongintensehugandIjust

criedalloveragain

Yolanda:shhhbabyitsallgoingtobeOK

Me:heisgoingtoleaveme.Iknowhewill.He



wantsafamily

Her:herwantsyouaswell.Trusthimandhave

faith

Shebrokethehugthenkissedmyforehead.I

wasgladshewasherewithmerightnow.Li

hasbeencallingeveryhourtocheckonme,I

couldtellthatasmuchashewastryingtobe

strongforme,hewasalsohurting

Yolanda:sohereallyproposed

Shehadmylefthandinherhandlookingatmy

engagementringasInodded

Her:andyouwanttogetmarried?Tohim

Me:lolyesmaIwanttomarryhim.

Her:Idon'tknow.

Me:wellIdoknowandluckilyheismarryingme

andnotyou.Whyaren'tyouanduncleLubanzi

marriedanyway?

Her:exwifedoesn'twanttosignthedivorce



papers

Sherollshereyes.Wehardlyhavethesekindof

conversationsbutwhenwedoIreallyenjoy

them.Iguesshavingamotherisn'tsobad,I

can'ttalktomydadabouteverythingasmuch

aswehaveanopenrelationship

Me:dotheyhavekidstogether?

Her:nah,shejustwantstospongeoffmyman

fortherestofherlife.Uyandicabukisalamfazi

Me:lolOKma,youaredramaticattimes

Her:mna?Ohdarlingplease

Iburstintolaughter.Shehadtoleavelaterthat

dayandIwasleftwithdadandmaNtombi.The

nextdaywhileIwaswatchingTV,mydadwas

inthegardenandMaNtombiwascleaning,

therewasaknockonthedoor.Iwasdressedin

navyleggingsandalooseskyblueT-shirt.I

openedthedoorandtherestoodAJ



Me:shouldn'tyoubeatwork?

AJ:heytoyoutoo

Me:lolsorry.Heycomein

Hefollowedmetothelounge,Ifeltabit

underdressedsincehewasinblackchinos,red

andblackcheckedshirtandagreycardigan

Me:juice?

Him:yesplease

Ipouredjuiceintotwoglassesthenwenttothe

lounge,gavehimhisthensatonthecouch

Him:youlookwell

Me:Ishouldbeatwork

Him:youwentthroughalotAbongs

IrollmyeyesthinkingabouthowIusedtohate

itwhenLwakhocalledmebythatname

Me:itsnotlikeIknewIwaspregnantanyway

Him:butstillnje



Me:Iguessso.Whatdoesyourgirlfriendsay

aboutyoubeinghere?

Helaughswhiletakinganothersipofhisjuice

Him:whydoyougirlsdothat?

Me:dowhat?

I'mconfused

Him:whycan'tyoujustaskinastraightforward

waywhetherIhaveagirlfriendornot

Me:OKdoyouhaveagirlfriend?

Heshakeshishead.Mxmheisprobablya

playerthisone.That'swhyhedoesn'thavea

girlfriend,heprobablyhasgirlfriends

Him:Ihaveawife.

WoawIdidn'tseethatonecoming

Me:kantihowoldareyoudude?

Him:I'm27.IgotmarriedwhenIwas23.She

gotpregnantandImarriedher.Ididn'twanther



togothroughwhatmymomwentthrough.I

wantedtomakeanhonestwomanoutofthe

motherofmychild

Me:soyoumarriedherbecauseshewas

pregnant

Heshakeshishead.ForsomereasonI'm

interestedinhislife,itsagreatwaytodistract

myselffrommydisasterfilledlife

Him:IlovemywifeAbongiwe,that'swhyI

marriedher.IjustfeltlikeifI'mmanenoughto

makeachild,I'mmanenoughtotakeawife.

Wearemarriedcivilly,I'monlypayinglobola

now.Watchingmymomstrugglingtoraiseme

asasingleparentjustmotivatedmeneverto

allowthattohappentoanotherwomanatmy

expense

Me:kantiwhereisyourdad?

Him:mydaddiedbeforeIwasborn.Hisfamily

rejectedme,weirdlyenoughtheyacceptedmy



olderSister,Luthando.Sheisalawyer,recently

relocatedtoDurbanfromCapeTown.

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*33*

"Hisloveneverfails"

Witheverythinglifehasthrownatmeandhow

myattemptsatdealingwiththecurveballshas

onlylastedforjustatemporaryperiod,I

decidedtogobacktothebasics.Ittookmea

whiletorememberthatIamthedaughterofa

king.SundaymorningIwokeupbrightandearly,

tookalongrelaxingbaththengotdressedina

blackbelowthekneehighwaistshirt,cream

longsleevedbodysuitandnudebabyheels.I

wasstillalearnerwalkerintheheelsworldand

thelastthingIwantistofallinchurch.Lihad

arrivedlastnightbutwasstayingathissister's

place.Heworriestoomuchthatone,that'swhy

heishere.Wehadagreedtogotochurch

together,Ilovethatheissoopenmindedwhen

itcomestochurchespeciallybecausehe



wasn'traisedinareligioushome.IcallhimasI

havemybreakfast,muesliwithdriedfruitsand

yogurt

Li:loveofmylife

Iblushinstantly.That'stheeffecthewillalways

haveonme.

Me:heylover.Areyouguysready?

Hewasbringinghisnephewwith,Anqobeis

alwaysjoinedatthehipwithhisunclewhenhe

isaround

Him:yeahwearejustfinishingwithour

breakfast.OhandAlwasaysyouareinvitedfor

Sundaylunch

Me:I'malreadyhavinglunchwithmydad

IhearhimtellingherinthebackgroundandI

laughatherreply

Him:lolyouheardherright?

Me:lolallyouHadebepeoplearebossybutOK



fine.Idon'twanttoriskgettingfired.Please

don'tbelate,theservicestartsat9

Him:Iwon'tbelate.Seeyouinafewminutes.

Youlookbeautifulbytheway

IlaughsoftlyasIshakemyhead

Me:youhaven'tevenseenme

Him:youalwayslookbeautifulthoughsoI

knowtodayisnoexception.Mcwaa

Ikisshimbackthenplacemyphoneonthe

counterandfinishmybreakfast.Whendad

seesthatI'mgoingtochurch,healsowantsto

goanddragsMaNtombiaswell.LuckilyLi

arriveswithAlwa'sGLEsothereisenough

space.ChurchwaseverythingIneededand

more.Wealwaysfocussomuchofforgiving

otherpeopleandseekingforgivenessfrom

othersbutweneverspendenoughtimeon

forgivingourselves.Wetendtothinkputtingthe

blameonourselvesisbeingresponsiblebutas



quickaswearetoputitonourshoulders,let's

beasquickinforgivingourselves.

Dad:Ihopeyoutwowerelisteningtothepastor

Me:Iwasdad

Li:IwastoobutobviouslyIdidn'tquite

understandit

Thishastobemydad'sfavoritepart,explaining

thingstopeople,breakingitdownuntilaperson

understands.Hejusthasapassionforgrowing

apersonsbrain,Istillsaythismanshouldhave

beenateacher

Dad:wheredidheloseyou?

Li:atforgivingyourself.Howdoesitwork?DoI

lookinthemirrorandsaysorrytomyself?I

honestlydon'tunderstandit

Dad:withthingsthatrelatetoonesself,we

oftenmaketheassumptionthattheycome

naturally.Itcomesnaturallytoloveyourself,it



comesnaturallytoknowyourworthandit

comesnaturallytoknowwhenyouhaveto

forgiveyourself.Thatassumptionisfalse,you

learntoloveyourself,youlearntoforgive

yourselfandthekeytoforgivingyourselfisto

knowthatyouarenotperfect.

Li:hmmm

Iwatchmytwofavoritemenhavethisdeep

conversation,Liisreallyintoitbecausehis

questionskeepcomingandyoucantellthathe

isn'tdoingitjusttoamusemydadbuthereally

doesseektheknowledge.Bythetimeweget

home,theyspendanother10minsinthecar

goingbackandforth,honestlyrightnowI'm

overit

Me:babayouguyscancontinuethisnexttime

youseehim

Dad:youaresoimpatientbutfine.I'mhungry

anyway



Me:I'llseeyouguyslater

MydadshakesLi'shandandgetsoff.Finally

wearedrivingtotheZungumansion,Iknow

Anqobewon'tsayitbutweareallpleasedthat

thecarismovingagain

Li:IwishIhadadadlikeyours

Me:why?

Him:heisfullofsomuchknowledgeand

wisdomtoshareandhehasalltheanswers

Me:wellIwouldn'ttakeitthatfarbutheisa

wiseoldman

Anqobe:malumemommyisAskingwherewe

are

Li:tellherwearealmostthere

Anqobe:letmejustFaceTimeher

YesAnqobeis9andownsaniPhone.WhenI

was9Ididn'tevenhaveaphonebuthisparents

areloadedsoIguessitjustmakessense.



Whenwegettothemansion,thetwinsareat

thedoorthemomentwewalkin

Phiwe:thatha

Shehasherarmsintheairwantingmetotake

herandIdo,sheistoocutetorejectandso

chubby.Alwawalkstowardsus,shegetsmore

beautifuleverytimeIseeherandhernatural

lookalwaysdoesitforme

Alwa:mysisterinlaw.Putthatchilddownso

youcanhugmeproperly

Me:youknowshewon'tagreetoanyofthat

Wesidehugassheleadsustothelounge.I've

longforgottenthatIwaswithtwootherpeople

whenIgotherebecausenowI'minthelounge

withababyonmylapandawineglassinmy

hand.I'mnotmuchofadrinkerbutIknowwhen

IcometoAlwa'shouseImustjustprepare

myself.SheandwinearelikethisItellyou

Alwa:haveyouguysdecidedonadate?



Li:no.Wejustgotengagedlastweekend

Alwa:so?Isaythesoonerthebetter.Planninga

weddingissostressful.

Manqoba:saysthepersonwhohadaplanner

HewalksinwithZonqobainhisarmsand

LimileandAnqoberightbehindhim.Thisman

stillscaresmejustalittlebit,hehasthatthing

njeabouthimthatcommandsrespectandits

asifheiscoldtowardseveryoneexcepthis

wife.Heplacesapeckonherlipsthentries

givingherthebaby

Alwa:hayithat'syourson,Ican'tholdwineand

ababyatthesametime.Puthimonthefloor

andlethimwalkaround

PeopleinLimile'slifehavesuchdecent,well

structuredandperfectlivesandthenherewe

arenotknowingwhetherwearecomingor

going.LunchisservedoutsidewhichI

appreciatebecauseofthefreshair.I'menjoying



everythingaboutthisday,thefoodandthe

companyisjustamazing

Li:areyoustillOK?

Heiswhisperinginmyearwhilehisarmis

aroundmyshoulder.Inodandgivehimasmile

Me:thisisamazing

Alwa:thechefreallyoutdidhimself.OKgetting

backtothewedding.Summerorspring?

Li:June

Alwa:winter?Awinterwedding?Areyoucrazy?

Li:itdoesn'traininwinterandwewantan

outdoorweddingandithibaby?

Me:yesbutnotinJune.Juneiscold

Alwa:exactly

Manqoba:Lisbaliwamwordofadvice,justbe

theguythatonlycomestopay.Itmeansless

headachesforyou.Ipromiseyou



AlwahitshimonthechestandIlaugh,theyare

socutetogetherthesetwo.Justperfect

balance

Me:hehastobethereforeverything.Dress

fitting,caketasting,decorpicking.Everything

Li:hayibabydressfitting?Noway

Alwa:wewillsee

AfterlunchIthinkI'mjustbeyondtipsy,I'mfull

butI'mhappy.IreallyhadagreattimewithLi's

sisterslashmyboss

Me:Alwathankyouforhavingme.Thefood

wasamazing

ShesmilesthenopensherarmsforahugandI

goforit

Alwa:wearefamilysoifeveryouneedanything,

evenifitstotalk,don'thesitatetocall.Evenif

thisbrotherofmineisn'taround,I'mstillhere

foryou



Inod,breakthehugthenbrieflyhugherman

andsayourgoodbyetothekids.Thedriveto

mydad'shouseisahappyone.Justafewdays

agoIwasreadytowalkawayfromhimbecause

ofthemiscarriagebutI'mgladIdidn't.Heparks

astreetawayfromthehousethenswitchesoff

theengine

Li:Iwasthinkingalotaboutwhatyourdadsaid,

aboutforgivingyourself

Me:OK

Him:itgotmethinking,didyoueverforgive

yourselffortheabortion?

Idon'trespond,insteadIplaywithmyfingersas

Ithinkbacktothatdarktimeinmylife.Iwasso

youngandstupidandIactuallythoughtIwas

doingtherightthingbutthenightmaresthat

followedwereaclearindicationthatIwaslying

tomyself

Me:Idon'tknow.Godisprobablypunishingme



nowforwhatIdidbackthen.That'swhyIcan't

havekidsanymore.Thatwassupposedtobe

mykidandIkilledhim

Him:Godforgaveyoualongtimeago

Sthandwasam,yououtofallpeopleknowthat

ourPathsarepavedbeforeweareevenborn.

Yourdestinyissetandallyouhavetodoisget

toit.DoyouthinkhadyoukeptAvery'schild,we

wouldbeheretoday?

HonestlyIdon'tknow.Ishrugmyshouldersand

hecupsmyface,placesalongkissonmylips

thenpullsback.

Him:forgiveyourselfAbongiwe.Forceyourself

tofeelthepain,setyourselffreeandGodwill

setyoufreeaswell.

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*34*

"Togetherisawonderfulplacetobe."

Ihadgonethroughthetherapysessionswith

Avery,Ihadprayedmultipletimesfor



forgivenessandIhadhatedandpunished

myselfforsolongaftertheabortionsowhat

morewasIsupposedtodo?NowthatIfind

myselfinthismazeofconfusion,Iunderstand

whatYolandameantwhenshesaidshewanted

metohateherasmuchasshehatedherself

becauseshewasn'treadyfortheforgivenessI

wasabouttogiveher.Sheisstillabetter

personthanIam,shewalkedawayfromher

childbutatleastshedidn'tkillherchild

Me:Idon'tdeserveitLimile

Li:babyeveryonedeservestobeforgiven,you

forgaveyourmotherdidn'tyou?

Me:yesbut

Him:nobut.Whydidyouforgiveher?

IsighasIfeelonetearrolldownmycheek.This

isharderthanitsmeanttobe,itwasnever

supposedtobeaboutme

Me:becauseitwasn'tmyplacetojudgeher



Him:itsnotyourplacetopunishyourselfeither.

Justforgiveyourself,youwerenotreadyand

youdidwhatfeltliketherightthingatthetime

ThesecondtearrollsdownmycheekandI

quicklywipeit.Don'tgrowupguys,itsatrap.So

manyproblems,somanytearsandjustso

muchheartache.Asanadultyoudon'tforgetat

fastasachilddoes,itallcomesbacktoyou

whenyouleastexpectitto.Wespentanother

5minsofsilencebeforehespoke

Him:don'tyouwanticecreambeforeIdropyou

off?

Ishakemyhead,heknowsIloveicecreamso

whenIrefuseheticklesmeandIendup

laughing

Me:OKOKstop

Him:notuntilyoulaugh

Me:lolbutI'mlaughing.StopbabyI'mgoingto

pee



Hestopsthenpullsmeinforahuganda

foreheadkiss

Him:GodIloveyou

Me:don'tusetheLord'snameinvain

Him:eishsorry.

Aftergettingicecream,hedropsmeoffatmy

dad'shouse.Itsabittersweetmomentbecause

heisflyingbacktoJo'burgtomorrowmorning.

WesayourgoodbyesthenIgetinthehouse

withmyKFCbrownieavalanche,lickingthe

plasticspoonlikeachild.Therestoftheyearis

spentputtingtogetherwhatAlwandecallsthe

weddingoftheyear.I'mnotevencomplaining

onebitthatshehastakenovertheplanningof

thiswedding,sheismymatronofhonor

anywayandtodaywearehavingthefinal

fittingsofthedresses.ItsYolanda,Alwande,

Liyana,Kwando,LunathiandYandisa.Itsthe

firsttimeI'mmeetingYandisatodayandI



alreadyloveher.Weallhavechampagne

glassesinourhandsandtheconvoisflowing

Luna:sisyoushouldtrythedressonbeforeyou

getdrunk

Alwa:ohsweetiewedon'tgetdrunk,wejustget

tipsywithhighergrade

Yolanda:childpleasedrunkisdrunkandthe

wayyoualldrink,Ihaveafeelingwewillhavea

drunkbride

Me:hawma,havefaithinyourdaughterplease

Alwa'sdesignerbringsoutmyweddingdress

formetotryon,itstypicalwhitemermaiddress

withalaceback.Itsgorgeous,touchofmodern

dayvintagestyle.Alwaandmymomhelpme

intoitandIlookatmyselfinthemirrorandI'm

themostbeautifulI'veeverfelt.

Liyana:mnganiyoulookgorgeous

Kwando:Liisoneluckyguy



KwandoandIgetalongnow,sheisover

compensatingforherbitchydaysbutIdon't

mindhey.Allisforgotten.Mymothermakesme

twirlaroundamilliontimesbeforesheagrees

thatI'mgorgeous

Yaya:thesecondSmithboytogetmarried.

Thereishopefortheseboysafterall

Alwa:Smithboysdon'tcommit,weknowthis.

QhaweisDlaminiandLimileisHadebe.ASmith

boyisyettostopfuckingaround

Yaya:andthewaytheyfuckaroundyou'dswear

theyareuncleJason'skids

DuringthiswholetimeIwaswatchingLiyana,I

wouldn'twanttobeinhershoesrightnow

honestly.Nooneknowsaguymorethanhis

familyandthisbeingShaun'sfamilymeantthey

knewhewasn'tabouttocommitanytimesoon.

Me:OKletmegetoutofthisdress.Mnganiand

Kwandopleasehelp



Wewentintotheotherdressingroom,them

holdingthetrailofmydress

Me:LiyanaareyouOK?

Shesighed,KwandoandIlookedateachother

becauseweknewthatsighalltoowell

Liyana:heischeatingagain

Kwando:what?Withwhonow?

Liyana:somegirlfromhisoffice.Ihaven't

confrontedhimbutIsawthetextsonhisphone.

Idon'tknowwhathewantsfrommeanymore.

I'vegivenhimallofmeguys,everything.I've

neverbeenwithanotherguyaparthim,Ilove

himsomuchithurts

Kwando:babemaybeitstimetowalkaway.I

knowheismybrotherandeverythingbutjust

leavehim

Liyana:whoisgoingtowantmeKwando?I'm

25with2kids.I'mstuckwithhim



Me:thereisnosuchthing.Youarebeautiful

Liyanaandanyguywouldbeluckytohaveyou.

Shaunisstupidfornotseeingyourworth

AfterIhadchangedoutofthedress,wewent

outfordinnerwiththesecrazywomeninmylife.

BeingbackinDurbanwasamazing,I'vemissed

thisplace.Weweredrinkingliketherewasno

tomorrow.Lettinglooseandenjoyingwhat

AlwaandYandisacalledthelastdaysofmy

freedom.Mybaecalledaround10pm,wewere

atsomeclubnowandIwasnicelydrunk

Me:babywam

Ihadtoscreambecauseoftheloudmusic

Li:whereareyouguys?

Me:what?

Him:whereareyou?

Me:holdonletmefindaquietplace

Iwasalreadyheadingtothebathroomsandas



expected,therewasacuesoIwaddledallthe

waytothedoorandsteppedoutside

Me:nowIcanhearyou

Him:tookyoulongenough

Icouldheartheirritationinhisvoice.Mxmhe

wantrelaxandnotcomespoilmyfunhere

Me:youweresaying?

Him:whereareyou?

Me:ohweareatCubanabutwearegoingto

leavesoon

Him:goinghome?

Me:no,Alwawantsustocheckoutanother

club

Him:forgetaboutit.Youarealreadydrunk.I'm

goingtogetyouanuberandyouaregoingto

gohome

Me:no.I'mhavingfun



Him:Abongiwedon'tannoyme.I'mgettingyou

theuber.

Me:I'mnotalone,I'msafeLimileandI'mhaving

fun.Don'truinthisforme

Ihungupthenswitchedmyphoneoff.Hemust

letmeenjoymynightoutandI'mwithhissister

andhiscousins,obviouslytheywouldn'tletme

dosomethingstupid.WhenIgetbacktothe

table,thesewomenaregettingreadytoleave

Me:andthen?

Liyana:ontothenextone

Ilookatthisone,shehasatwoyearoldat

homeandsheisbehavinglikeshejustgot

releasedfromprison

Yaya:Ihopethephonesareoffladies,fortwo

reasons

Alwa:toavoidthehusbandsbecauseweknow

theyarepsycho



Kwando:andtosavebatteryforwhenweneed

togohome

AlwaandYandisapullherinforaverydrunk

hugandIlaugh,I'mdrunkyesbutthesetwoare

farbeyondwhereIamwithmydrunkness

Alwa:I'msoproudofyouyoungone

Yaya:we'vetaughtyouwell

Whenwegetoutsidewetakeacabtoournext

destination,Eyadini.IlivedinDurbanfor3years

andneverhaveIbeeninthisplace.Weget

meatbecauseI'mhungryandIknowI'mnotthe

onlyoneandaftereatingitsbacktothealcohol

Liyana:thedanceflooriscallingmyname

Me:I'mwithyoumngani

I'mpullingdancemovesI'veneverbeenbrave

enoughtotrybefore,myvoshoonlymakesitto

thegroundtwicebeforeIdroponmyassand

giveupontryingitagain.I'mhavingthebest



timeofmylifewhensuddenlyIfeelsomeone

pullingonmyarm

Me:hayimahnleavemealone

Idon'tevenlookatwhoitisbutwhenmyeyes

spotthatLiyanaisbeingdraggedoffthedance

floorbyShaun,IknowI'minshit.Manqobais

alsohoveringoverAlwa,Oyamahashisarm

aroundYandisa'swaist.Atleastheisstillin

gentlemanmodewhileMihleandKwandoare

arguingatthetable.HowIwishIwasLunathi

rightnow,singleandcarefree.Asmuchaswe

triedtoargue,wefindourselvesoutsidewith

theseangrymen

Manqoba:seriouslyAlwande?

Alwa:hayiwethuManqobakhawphumekim

AtleastManqobaistalkingtoAlwabecause

thisonenexttomeisfumingwithanger,I'm

evenscaredtoevenbreathenexttohimright

now



Li:majitaI'llcheckyouguyslater

Itsalmostsunrise,we'vebeendrinkingsince

thelateafternoon,evenI'mjudgingus.Idon't

darelookatthegirls,IjustfollowLitothecar

andwedriveoff.I'mdrunk,I'mtiredandallI

wanttodoissleepsoIclosemyeyesaswe

drivetotheflat.I'mwokenupbyacoldbreeze,

I'mstillinthecar,mydoorisopenandheisn't

inherewithme.Mxm.WhenI'minthehouseI

findhiminthebedroom,heistakinghisclothes

offandIcanheartheshowerrunning

Me:hawbabywhydidyouleavemeinthecar?

Hedoesn'trespond,continuestoremovehis

clothes.Alcoholmakesmehorny,especially

wineandnowheisinfrontofme,fumingwith

angerplusheisnaked.Iwalkclosertohimand

placemyarmsaroundhim.OnethingIknow

aboutLiisthatnomatterhowpissedoffhe

maybe,hewillneverrejectme.Hesighsheavily

andItightenmyholdandrestmyheadonhis



back

Li:let'stakeashowerthensleep

Me:sleep?

Him:yesAbongiwesleep

Theshowerwasexactlythat,afreakenshower

withnoactionthenwegotinbedwhileIwas

stillhornyandhepassedoutleavingmelike

that

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*35*

"Itsnotahangover,itswineflu."

Itstillbeatsmewhywegetpunishedforhaving

agoodtime.Iwakeupwithamotherofall

headaches,mythroatisdryandhonestlyIthink

I'mdying.Myotherhalfisn'teveninbedwith

me,IhavenoideawheremyphoneisandI

doubtIcarebecauseallIwantismoresleep.I

layonthebednotmoving,IdoubtIameven

abletomoverightnowandasImakeapromise



tomyselfnevertotouchalcoholagain,Limile

walksin,openstheblindsandIscreamin

agony.Iwasneverreadyforallthatbrightness

andjudgingfromthewayhelaughs,heknew

thatwasgoingtotortureme.

Me:youaresomean

Li:lolservesyourightfordrinkingthewhole

nightandforcingmetocomehere

Hewalkstowardsthebed,Isitupwhenhesits

nexttome.Nogoodmorningbeautiful,

breakfastinbedoratleastsomecoffee.Kanti

whatkindifmanisthis?

Me:Ididn'tforceyoutocomehere,youcame

herebecauseyouarepsycho

Iattemptgettingoutofbedbuthepullsme

towardsme,mybumhurtsforsomereason,

actuallymywholebodyhurtswhichgetsme

thinkingwhatexactlywentdownlastnight

Him:Ididn'tcomeherebecauseI'mpsycho



Abongiwe,Icameherebecauseyoudon'tlisten

SolastnightIgotinbednakedbecauseIwas

hopingtogetdickeddownbeforeIsleepso

nowheisbusytweekingmynipplesbetween

hisfingers,clearlytryingtodriveapointacross

Me:babyIlisten,youknowthis

Him:thenwhyisitthatwhenItellyouthatyou

aredrunkandI'mgettingyouanuberyoudon't

listen?

Hishandmakesit'swayslowlydownmy

stomachandmyheartstartsracingandIslowly

partmylegs.Idon'trespond,myfocushas

gonetowhatheisdoingtomynakedbodyand

theeffectthereof

Him:Abongiwendithethanawefondin

Hepullsonmynippleagain,alittletoohardthis

timeandIscream

Me:ouchhaw



Him:don'touchme,tellmewhyyoudon'tlisten

Me:Iwasstillhavingfunnjebabyanditsnot

likeIwasn'talone

Hisotherhandwasalreadynearingmycookie

jarandthecloserhegot,themoreIopenedmy

legs

Him:sohavingfunismoreimportantthanyour

safety?Isthatwhatyouaretellingme?

HeslidonefingerintomyalreadywetholeandI

gaspedloudly.

Him:whatwasthat?Ididn'tquitegetit

Heremovedhisfingerleavingmewantingmore

butwhenheinsertedtwoofthem,Iheldhis

handfirmlyasIgrindedonitbuthesoonpulled

itbackandhisfingersslidoutofmeagain

Him:Idon'tlikethisthingofrepeatingmyself.

Abongiweishavingfunmoreimportantthan

youbeingsafe?



Me:youcan'texpectmetofocusonanswering

youwhileyouaredoingthat.

Iheardhimchucklesoftly,Iknewhewas

gettingpissedoffbecauseIhadraisedmy

voiceathimbutIwasalsogettingannoyedby

thisstupidgamehewasplaying.Helifted

himselfupfromnexttome,separatedmylegs

furtherthengotinbetweenthem.Hekissedme

roughlywhilstpullingmyhair,hishandsallover

methenonehandwentdowntothespace

betweenmylegsandhestartedrubbingme

hard.Hislipsnotleavingmine,kissingme

roughlyanddeeply.Ikeptmoaning,flexingmy

hipsthenallofasuddenhepulledaway

Me:whatthefuckLimile?

Ihitthebedwithmyfistswhileheclimbedoff

meandstoodattheedgeofthebedleavingme

hornyandannoyed

Him:IwanttoteachyoutolistentomewhenI



talktoyou,towatchhowyoutalktomeand

SthandwasamIthinkIalsoneedtoteachyou

tolearntorespectme

Hiseyeswerered,hisveinswerevisibleonthe

sidesofhisheadandIwon'tlie,Iwasscared

Me:Limileifyoudarelayahandonme,Iwill

leaveyou

Him:nowwebothwouldn'twantthat.I'mnot

goingtotouchyoubuttrustme,youwillbegme

tofuckthelifeoutofyoubeforethis

conversationisover

Iswallowedhardasmyclittingled,helooked

sofreakensexyashesaidthis,hisbottomlip

sexilytuckedbetweenhisteethandhiseyes

narrowed.Hestartedtakingisclothesoff

slowlyandIcouldn'ttakeitanymoresoIstood

upandapproachedhim,Iwantedtotouchhim,

scratchthat,Ineededtotouchhim

Him:don'ttakeastepcloser.Yousaidyoudon't



wantmetotouchyou

Me:babyIdidn'tmeanthat,IjustmeantthatI

didn'twantyoutohitme

Heremovedhisshortstogetherwithhisbriefs

andnowhewascompletelynakedandhisdick

wasrockhardstandingatattention.I

swallowedhardasIstaredatit

Him:hityou?WowAbongiwe.HaveIeverhit

youbefore?Inthe4yearswe'vebeentogether

haveIeverlaidahandonyou?

Myeyeskeptmovingfromhislipstohisabsto

hisdickandIwasn'tfocusedonwhathewas

saying,IwantedhimandheknewthisandI

knewhewasgoingtotortureme

Him:Abongiwe!

Me:hmmm

Him:answerme

Me:no.



Him:thenwhywouldyouthinkIwouldstart

now?

Hetookhisdickintohishandandstarted

strokingit,againIswallowedhard.Thiswasthe

worstkindoftorture.Hewasrightthere,5

stepsaway,nakedandIcouldn'ttouchhim

Me:babyI'msorry

Him:Idon'twantyoursorry,Iwantreasons.

Whydidn'tyoulisten?Whydidyouhangupon

mewhileIwastalkingtoyou?Forfucksakes

AbongiweIflewfromJo'burgtocomepullyour

drunkassoutofaclub.Whereistherespectin

allofthis?YazbabyyouareluckybecauseI'm

goingtoteachyouhowtorespectmeasyour

man.Uyandiva?

Inodded,IshouldbescaredbutIwassoturned

on,thewayhespokeandthewordshespoke

weresuchaturnon

Him:Abongiwendithethanawe



Me:yesbabyIhearyou

Him:nowgetbackonthatbedbecauseIdon't

knowwhosaidyoushouldgetoff

Me:butbabe

Him:IdidsayIdon'tlikerepeatingmyselfright?

Iwalkedbacktothebedinfrustration,Ihated

mybodyforthebetrayalrightnowbecausehad

Inotbeenhorny,Iwouldn'tcaremuchforthis.

WhenIlaidonthebedhegrabbedmebymy

legsandpulledmetowardshim.Ourfaces

wereinchesapartbutwhenIleanedforwardfor

akiss,hemovedtomyneckinstead.Hekissed

medownmyneck,lickingandbitinghard.I'm

definitelygoingtohaveamarkthere.Itried

touchinghimbutheheldmyhandsinhisone

handandpinnedthemovermyhead.Itried

wigglingmyhandsoutbutheheldthemtightly.

Me:babyplease

Him:whatdoyouwantmyangel?



Me:Iwanttotouchyou.

Hepulledbackfrommyneck,lookedatmewith

hissmirksmilethenshookhishead

Him:nope.Unfortunatelythat'snotgoingto

happen

Hewentdowntomystomach,plantingkisses

alloveritthenwentdowntomydrippingwet

cookiejarandhestartedeatingmeout.The

momentIfelthistongueonmeIwiggledmy

hands,Ineededtotouchhim,Ineededtopush

hisheaddeeperbetweenmylegsandfuckhis

facebuthewastoostrong.Hewouldn'tletme.

Hetookhistime,lickingandsucking,goingup

anddown,inandout.ItfeltlikenothingI'vefelt

inmylife,thefactthatIcouldn'ttouchhim

madeitevenmoreintenseandIwantedtocry.

Me:fuckLimile.OhGodbaby.

Hesankhisteethonmyclit,gentlygrazinghis

teethoveritthenpulledlightly.That'swheni



feltmyorgasmbuildingup,thewayheknows

mybody,Iknowhefeltittoobecausehepulled

backthenstartedagain.Iwasgoingoutofmy

mind,fuckinghisfaceandindesperateneedfor

myorgasm.Hepulledbackagainandlookedat

mewithasmirk.

Him:let'splayagame

Me:fuckno

Him:languageAbongiwe.Didwenotjust

discussrespect?Ncncnc

Hewasshakinghisheadwiththesamesmirk

thatwasannoyingmerightnow.I'mlayinghere,

nandoschickenstyle,hisheadisbetweenmy

legs,I'mindesperateneedforanorgasmand

hewantstoplayastupidgame

Him:therulesofthegameareasfollows

Me:I'mnotplayingyourstupidgame,eitherI

havemyorgasmwithyourdickinsidemeormy

fingersbutonewayoranotherit'shappening



Him:lolwe'llseeaboutthat.Rulesofthegame,

youdon'tcumunlessItellyoutoo.Itsallpartof

teachingyoutolistenwhenIgiveyou

instructions

Me:I'mnotplayingthatstupidgame

Him:ohtrustmemylove,youwillplayit

Hesuckedonmyclitforthelongesttime

beforemovinguptomybreaststhenmyneck

andfinallymylipsashisdickpositioneditself

atmyentrance.Withonedeepthrusthe

enteredmeandIscreamed

Me:FuckLimile!!!

Him:Iwillbaby

Me:yimababyyouareintoodeep

Him:good

Hepoundedme,Iscreamedwitheverypainfully

amazingthrust,mywallstightenedaroundhim

andIwaslikefuckitI'mcuming,whetherhe



wantsmetoornot

Me:aaahshitbaby

Thenhepulledbackagain,laughedbefore

enteringmeagain

Me:Ihateyou

Him:andyetIloveyousomuchbabybutyou

don'tlisten.Doyouwantyourorgasmlove?

Me:yes

Him:doyoupromisetostartlisteningtome?

Hewasnowmakingslowlovetomeanditwas

pureblissfultorture

Me:ohJesusyesbabyIpromise.FuckbabyI

wanttocum

Heletgoofmyhands,placedmylegonhis

shoulderthenfuckedmealloveragain

Him:cumformeSthandwaSam

Ididn'tneedasecondinvitationbecausethree



thrustslater,IreleasedwhattiltodayIconsider

thebestorgasmofmylife,mynailsdeepinhis

back,mywallstightaroundhisdick,he

climaxedjustafterIdid.

Me:Iloveyou

Him:trustmenotasmuchasIloveyou

Bythetimewegotoutofbed,itwasaround

3pm,afterthatamazingsex,Isleptagainthen

whenwewokeup,hemademefoodandthen

at3wetookashower.

Him:inathisthingofyourshasbeenringing

Ihadjustfinishedgettingdressed,Itookmy

phoneandIhad12missescalls.12!Allfrom

Liyana,Alwande,Lunathiandmymother.I

calledYolandafirst

Yolanda:finally.Whatiswrongwithyou?I've

beenworriedsickandwhereisyoursister?

WowthiswomancanshoutandworsekeI



havenoideawhereLunathiis.Iprobablyshould

havestartedbycallingher.IsignaledforLimile

tocallherwhileIstallYolanda

Me:askiesma,lastnightgotalittlecrazyand

I'vebeensleepingallday

Her:Itoldyouthosewomanaredrunkards

Me:maplease.I'mOKsoyoushouldn'tworry

andLiishere,healreadyshoutedanddealtwith

mesoI'mfine

Liwavedapaperinfrontofmetellingmethat

LunathiiswithLiyanaatShaun'splace

Her:andwhereisyoursister?Issheevenalive?

Me:I'lldropherofflater.Sheisfine.Wearefine

Her:OKandyouarebothsleepingathome

today

Me:hawmabutLiishere

Her:OKfinebuteatathome.Idon'tseeenough

ofyougirls



ImmediatelyafterIhungup,Alwacalled.

Me:youarealive

Alwa:barely.ThehangoverIhaveisridiculous

Me:makesthetwoofusheyandI'mjusttired

Her:Yandisasaysweshouldcomeoverfora

braai,everyoneisatShaun'shouseand

ManqobaandIareheadingtheretoo

Me:I'lltalktoyourbrotherandtextyouifweare

coming

Her:alrightcool

IrantheideapastLiandheagreed,Ichanged

toblackrippedjeans,kneehighboots,long

sleevedwhiteT-shirtandablackjacket.Puta

blackbeanieovermyweavebecauseitwas

windyandcoldoutside.Heworeblackjeans,

whitevneckT-shirtandablackNYbaseball

cap

Me:areyounotcold?



Li:it'snotcold,youarejustfullofdrama.

Masambe

Hethrewhisarmovermyneckandweheaded

forthedoor.WhenwegottoShaun'splace,

everyonewasjustalmostdead,welltheladies

becausetheguyswerefresh.Ijoinedthegirlsin

thelounge

Alwa:I'msoreeverywhere

Me:MinamyassissoreandIdon'teven

understandwhy

Liyana:itsthatfailedattemptofavoshoyoudid

izolo

Weallbreakintolaughter,Ican'tbelieveIfell

flatonmyassinaclub.WowzerIwasnever

ready

Yaya:butlastnightwasonsomeotherlevelof

fun

Luna:yeahbeforeyourmenendedthefunfor



us

Kwando:goshtheyarefullofdramathough.

Mihleisn'teventalkingtomerightnow

Luna:aren'tyouolderthanhim?Justtellhim

wheretogetoff

Alwa:olderonlywhenitcomestoage,

otherwisethat'shermanandtherespectfactor

isthere

Irollmyeyes.Thesemenandwantingrespect

evenwhentheyarewrong.Therewasnoneed

forthemtoflyinfromalloverthecountryto

ruinourfun.ItsthisprivatejetnonsenseItell

you

Me:Igotthelectureonrespectandlistening

thismorning

Alwa:samehere.

Yaya:evenme.I'mstillsorenjefromit

LunathiandLiyanalookatuswhileKwandojust



chuckles.SheknowswhatwemeanandIhave

afeelingshegotitaswell

Liyana:sorefromalecture?

Alwa:lecturefollowedbypunishment

Luna:ohmywordhebeatyouup?

Alwa,Yaya,KwandoandIjustlaughlikecrazy.

Aaahtheseyoungones,soclueless

Alwa:lolwegotabeatingalright

Yaya:lolwiththemagicstick

Eventuallytheycatchonandjoininthelaughing.

Tookthemlongenough.Theguysbringinthe

meatandweeatitasitis,nopapandnosalads.

Wearetootiredforhardlabor

Manqoba:majitawearemarriedtoalcoholicsla

Alwa:reallyManzini?Onenightoutmakesus

alcoholicsnow?

Oyama:didyouguyshavefunatleast?



HaveImentionedthatOyamaismyfavoriteout

ofallthesepsychos?Wellapartfrommy

psycho.Afterthemeatfest,weleave.ItsLi,

Lunathiandmyselfinthecar,I'moutherecold

ashellandtheyarechillinginjustt-shirts

Me:howisitthatI'mtheonlyoneherewhois

cold

Luna:maybeyouaregettingflufromlastnight

Me:yeahitcouldbeyaz

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*36*

"I'llneverfinishfallinginlovewithyou."

AfterthecrazyweekendIhad,allIstillwanted

todowaslayonmyman'schestandhavea

lazyweekindoors.Theperksofyourfuture

sisterinlawbeingyourbossisthatitdoesn't

takemuchefforttomakesuchthingshappen.



SoitsMondaymorningandwhenmyeyesopen,

I'mwelcomedbybigbeautifulbrowneyes

lookingatme.Lookslikehehasbeenupfor

hours

Li:goodmorningmostbeautiful

Ismile,actuallyIthinkI'mblushingyaz

Me:morningbabe.Howlonghaveyoubeenup?

Him:notlong.Ihavesomethingonmymind

andIwanttorunitpastyou

Me:OKletmewashmyfacethenwe'lltalk

Igotupforthebed,hesmackedmyassandI

letoutascreamwhichmadehimlaugh.Gotto

thebathroom,peed,washedmyfacethen

brushedmyteethandmadeitbacktobed.I

wasgoingtoenjoybeinginDurbanthisweek,

withtheweddingin3weeksIknowIwon'thave

timetobondwiththismanofmine

Me:OKwhat'sonyourmind?



Him:yizaphakalok

Iwassittingatadistancefromhimandwith

theobsessionhehaswithmyskin,hepulled

mecloseruntilIwasontopofhimthenhe

smiled

Him:hey

Me:lolhey

Him:givemeakiss

Me:hayibabytalkhaw

Him:givemeakissfirst

Iloweredmyheadtohis,brushedmylips

againsthisbeforehepulledonmybottomlip

andwesharedaslowkiss.Ourwayofsaying

goodmorningproperlyIguess

Me:OKI'mlistening

Him:I'vebeenthinkingaboutthetimewewere

atthedoctor,youknowwhenwelostthebaby



Inod,I'mcurioustoknowwherethisisgoing

Him:IstillwantafamilyAbongiweandIwant

thatwithyou

Me:butLimileyouknowthat'snotpossible.

Youweretherewhenthedoctorsaidit

Him:Iknowbutthereareotherways.Adoption

forexample

Ihadn'tthoughtofadoptingachildhonestly,do

blackpeopleevengothroughthatrouteand

howdoesitevenwork?Doyouwalkintoan

orphanageandshoplikeyoudoatamall?I'm

notsayingI'mnotopentotheideabutithas

nevercrossedmymind

Me:youwanttoadopt?

Him:Iwantustoadoptorratherconsider

adoption.Whenyouarereadyofcourse

Me:canIthinkaboutit?Iwantafamilyaswell

butIjusthadn'tconsideredithappeningforus



Him:ofcoursebutIwashopingthatwithus

beingherethewholeweektogether,wecould

visitafeworphanages,talktosocialworkers

andatleastknowtheprocessofhowitworks.

Liyana'sauntisasocialworkerandsheisin

towntomorrow

Me:woawbabystopdielorry.

Hechuckles,flipsmeoverandnowheisontop

ofme.Heplacesakissonmyforeheadthen

smiles

Him:I'mmovingtoofast?

Igigglethennod

Me:justabit

Him:I'msorry.I'mjustexcitedandIthink

adoptionisbetter.Wewillactuallybe

guaranteedthatourbabywillbecute

Ihithisbackandheflinches

Him:ouchwhatwasthatfor?



Me:wewillnotchooseourbabybasedon

cutenesshaw.Wewillchoosetheonethatwe

haveabondwiththemost

Him:wellIwantaboy.Acutedarkskinnedboy

likeme

Me:youarenotevendark.Getoffme,I'm

hungry

Him:I'mhungrytoobutnotforfood

Me:shame.Suka

Ipushhimoffme,putmygownonthenhead

forthekitchen.I'minthemoodforsomething

meatysoImakesausages,beefpatties,bacon

andchips.Ican'tstandeggsatthemomentfor

somereason.Liwalksin,helookslikehehas

alreadyshoweredsoIservehimhisbreakfast

andhelooksatmethenattheplatethenback

atme

Me:what?



Him:therearenoeggsonthisplate

Me:so?

Him:babybreakfastisn'tcompletewithout

eggs

Me:isit?WellmakeyourowneggsbecauseI

don'twanteggs

Themomenthebreaksthefirstegg,Ifeelmy

stomachturningandIleavethekitchentoeatin

thebedroom.Ireallyshouldconsidergoingto

thedoctorbutargmanI'mtoobusyforsuch

things.Ieatinpeacewhilegoingthroughmy

socialnetworks,obviouslystartingwithmy

Facebookmemoriesandthat'swhenIcome

acrossapictureIhadpostedinfirstyearof

AveryandI.Istareatit,wearelaughingso

happily,hewasbehindmewithhisarmsaround

mywaist.Itsacutepicture,Imustadmitbutit's

allinthepastnow.Iwonderwhereheisandif

hehasgrownupyet.Limilewalksinwithhis



plateoffoodandIstophimbeforeheiseven

anywhereclosetome

Me:ifthereareeggsinthatplate,gobackand

eatinthelounge

Him:why?

Me:becauseI'dlikeallmybreakfasttostayin

mystomach.Thankyouverymuch

Him:butbaby

Me:I'mseriousLimileHadebe.Go

I'mpointingatthedoor,beingalldramaticand

doeshelisten?Hewalksinandsitsbythe

couchinthebedroomuntilwearedoneeating

thenhetakesourplateswhileItakeashower.

Wespendthewholedayindoors,watching

movies,havingsex,cooking,havingsex,talking

andhavingsex.Thenextdaywemeetupwith

hisuncle'swifeforbrunch.Sheintroduces

herselfasAsemahle,shelooksabitlikeLiyana

butmorelikeSbanithenanyoneelse



Mahle:soyouguysarereallyconsidering

adopting?

LiandIlookateachother,wespentmostof

yesterdaytalkingaboutitandIguessitsworth

atry

Li:yeah.Iwanttoknowthatitwillbeapproved

bythetimewegetmarried

Ilookathimasifheiscrazy,thesethingstake

monthsifnotyearstobeapproved.Itwon't

happenin3weeks

Mahle:andwhenareyouguysgettingmarried?

Me:the9thofSeptember

Mahle:that'sin3weeksLimile

Li:itsalongtime

Mahle:noitisn't.OKareyouguyslookingfora

babyoratoddlerorwhat?

Us:ababy



Asemahletakesustoafewhospitalsandwe

gettointeractwithafewabandonedbabies.At

firstI'mscared,especiallywhenallthebabiesI

holdstartcryingbutwhenLiholdsthem,they

keepquiet.ItgetsabitoverwhelmingbecauseI

feellikeI'malreadyfailingatbeingamother

Me:excuseme

Ihandthescreamingbabybacktothenurse

andIstormout.Thetearsarealready

streamingdownmycheeks.Itakeaseatinthe

passagewithmyheadonmylap.I'mnotcut

outforthisthing.Godhadalreadydecidedthat

I'mnotgoingtobeamothersowhyamI

forcingthings?

Li:babewhat'sgoingon?

Hewassquattinginfrontofmewithhishand

onmythigh.Ishakemyheadthenliftitupand

oureyesmeet.Hisfaceinstantlyturnstoworry

andI'minhisarmsbeforeIcansayanything



Him:shhhtalktome.What'sgoingon?

Me:they...I'm...no

I'mnotevenmakingsensebutheholdsme

tighterandrubsmybackuntilI'mcalm,Iwipe

mytearswiththebackofmyhandandI'msure

I'macompletemessrightnowbutIguessI

chosetheperfectdaynottowearmakeup

Him:areyoureadytotellmewhat'swrong?

Me:thebabiesdon'tlikeme

Him:theyarebabiesAbongiwe,cryingisallthey

do

Me:buttheydon'tcrywhenyouholdthem.

Theyonlycryinmyarms.Theydon'tlikemebut

theylikeyou

Him:doyouwanttogohome?

Inod.I'vehadenoughofthesescreamingtiny

humansthatdon'tlikeme.Idon'tparticularly

likethemeitherrightnow



Him:OKlet'sgosayourgoodbyesthenwecan

go.

Weheadbacktothenursery,I'mfeelingless

emotionalbutIstilldon'twanttobeholding

anymorebabiesuntilIspother.Sheisinthecot,

suckingonhertoeandnotbotheredby

anything.Shelookssocutewithherafro.I'm

temptedtopickherupbutwhatifshestarts

screaming.Wearehavingthisstaringcontest

nowthenIsmile

Li:let'sgomyangel

Me:waitasec

Nurse:youcanpickherup

Ilookatthenurseandsheisencouragingmeto

pickherupbutI'mscaredyetIwantto.I'm

feelingsuchastrangeconnectiontoher

Li:pickherupbabe

Igentlyliftheroffthebedandintomyarms.



NeverquestionPeoplethattellyouaboutlove

atfirstsight,Ididn'tthinkitexisteduntilthis

verymoment.Sheisbeautiful

Me:hellobeautiful

IrunmythumboverhercheekandIthinkshe

smiledthereforasecond.Thisismybaby,I

wantthisone.Ididn'tchooseher,shechoseme

Li:Iknowthatlook

Me:lolthisisourbaby

Ihandhertohimandhemeltsonthespot.Its

notthedarkskinnedcuteboyhewantedbutthe

momentshewrapsherhandaroundhisthumb,

heisagoner.HeturnstoAsemahleandshe

nods

Mahle:I'mnotpromisingyou3weeksbutI'llget

thepaperworkstarted

SuddenlyIdon'twanttogohome,Iwantto

spendthewholedaywithher.Iwanttobond



withherandjustwatchherclosely

Li:myangelwereallyhavetogetgoing

Me:weareallowedtocomebacktomorrow

right?

Nurse:yesbutyouhavetobeaccompaniedby

asocialworker

WeleavethehospitalandIwon'tlie,myheartis

heavy.Whycouldn'twejustgohomewithher?I

can'tgethertinygorgeousfaceoutofmymind

andI'msmilingallthewayhome.Lihasbeen

awfullyquietsinceweleftthehospital,hehada

briefconversationwithAsemahlebeforeweleft

Me:babyareyouok?

Him:whatdoyoufeellikeeatingtoday?Idon't

thinkIwanttocookandI'msureyouaretired

Me:soyouarejustgoingtoignoremyquestion?

Heispullingupintothecomplexandhestops

thecarbutdoesn'tswitchofftheengine



Him:whatdoyouwanttoeat?Iwanttogoget

food

Me:what'swrong?

Him:dammitAbongiwejusttellmewhatyou

wanttoeatandstopaskingmestupid

questions

Iopenmymouthtosaysomethingbutnothing

comesout,Idon'tunderstandwhyI'mgetting

snappedatwhereasIdidn'tdoanything.Iget

outthecar,makesuretoslamthedoorandhe

drivesoffbeforeIevengettothedoor.Mxmas

ifIcare,hejustfuckedupwhatwassupposed

tobeanamazingdayforme.Igetintheflat,

takemyshoesoffandonlythendoIrealizethat

I'mhungry.Imakeafruitsmoothie,Iknowit

won'tfillmeupbutitshallholdthehungeruntil

Licomesbackwithfood.Afterhavingmy

smoothieImusthavefallenasleepbecauseI'm

wokenupbymyphoneringing,Ilookaround

theflat,it'sdarkwhichmeansI'mstillalone.I



lookatthenumberanditsnotsavedonmy

phone

Me:hello

??:hellomiss,thereisadeliveryforyou.Can

youcomepickitup

Irollmyeyes,Iknowheisn'tcomingback

tonight,that'stheonlyreasonhe'dorderfood

formeandhaveitdeliveredinsteadofbringing

ithimself.Iputmyslipperson,gofetchmy

foodfromthedeliveryguyandheadbackin.Its

steak,ribs,quarterchickenandchips.Ieatabit

ofeverythingthenputitinthefridgethenhead

tobed.Itsonly8pmbutI'mtiredandI'vehada

longassday.Imakesuretotypealongheated

SMStoLimilethenswitchmyphoneoff.Weare

gettingmarriedin3weeksandhestillbehaves

likethis.Heneedstogrowup,itsnotlikeI've

neverseenhimpissedoffbeforeandifhe

needstocooloff,hemustsaysoandnotjust

stormoffandleavemeherealone.I'mhereto



spendtheweekwithhimandnottohousesit

hisflat.WhenIwakeupthenextdayheisn't

back,Iswitchmyphoneonandthereisn'teven

amissedcallfromhim.Idecidetogotomy

mother'shousesoIcleanaroundtheflat,takea

showerthenpackmybag.IdialLazola's

numberandheanswers

Laz:heysis

Me:heyunjani?

Him:I'mgoodandyou?

Me:I'mgood.Doyouhaveclasstoday?

Him:Ihadaclassinthemorning.I'mdonenow.

What'sup?

Me:pleasecomepickmeup?Iwanttospend

therestoftheweekwithyouguys

Him:alrightI'mcoming

Hearrivesafter30minutes,Ilockupandhe

drivesustoYolanda'shouse.Luckilysheisn't



homeandLunathistaysatres,shewas

determinedtoleavethehouseaftermatricso

itsjustLazolaandauntKhethiwethehelper

thatarehome

Laz:OKsowhat'sup?

Me:withwhat?

Him:withyou.

Me:nothing.Ijustmissedyouguys

Him:hmmm

[08/18,15:37]Mca:*37*

"Communicationtoarelationshipislikeoxygen

tolife.Withoutit,itdies."

SoIfiguredI'dspendtherestoftheweekatmy

mother'splace,withabitofpeaceandnot

stressedbytheidiotthatismyboyfriendbutit

took2hrs.Just2hrsbeforehiscarparked

outsideandLazolalethimin.2hrsguysandhe

wasinfrontofmyfacelookingallsorryand



knowingverywellthatI'mgoingtoloseitwith

him.HesatonthecouchoppositetheoneI

wassittingonandjuststaredatmewithout

sayingathing,juststaringatmeexpectingme

tosaysomething.Ohonotinthislifetime,I'm

hereforpeaceandnothingmore

Li:Abongiwe

Me:hmmm

Him:youleft

IavertedmyeyesfromtheTVtohim,adjusted

mysittingpositionandgavehimmyundivided

attention

Me:excuseme?

Him:Igothomeandyouwerenotthere

Me:yougothomefromwhere?Iwasn'tthere

becauseyouwerenotthere.Youshoutedatme

thenyouleftanddidn'tcomehome.

Bengizohlalelanimina?



Hesighedheavily,scratchedhisheadthengot

up,2secondslaterhesatdownandwewere

backathimstaringatme.IswearifIwasn't

angry,Iwasgoingtolaughbecausehelooked

ridiculousdoingthislittleperformanceofhis

Me:whatthehellhappenedkanti?Oneminute

wewerehappyaboutthebabythenyougoto

speakwithAsemahleandsuddenlyyouare

madatme.WhatdidIdo?

Him:youdidn'tdoanything.Iwasn'tmadatyou,

Iwasjustangry.Angrywithmyself,angrywith

Averyandangrywiththeworldnje

Me:Avery?WhatdoesAveryhavetodowith

this?

Him:beforetheycangiveusthebaby,they

needtodobackgroundchecksonustoseeif

wearesuitabletobeparents

Me:OKIstilldon'tunderstandwhatthathasto

dowithAvery



Him:IneedhistestimonialAbongiwe.Ibeat

himup,itsinthehospitalrecordsandbecause

I'vecompletedmyangermanagementIstill

needatestimonialfromhimtosaythatI'mfit

tobeaparent,thatI'verecoveredanddon't

poseadangertoanyone

NowIsighed.WhydidithavetobeAvery?

Averyischildish,hewillrefusetogivethis

characterstatementjusttospiteLimile

Him:Iwantustohavethisbabybythetimewe

gotmarriedoratleastwhenwecomeback

fromourhoneymoonandseeingthewayyou

connectedwithpumpkin,Iwasjustsoangry

thatIwillbetheonethatstandsinthewayof

herbeingours

Ichuckledsoftly

Me:pumpkin?Really?

Hesmiled,itsthefirsttimehehassmiledsince

hegothereandIthinkhewasrelaxingabit



Him:itsacutename

Me:noitisn't.LetmetrytalkingtoAvery

Him:no.Idon'twantyounearthatguy

Abongiwe.Imeanit

Me:thenwhatarewegoingtodo?LimileI'm

notlosingthatbabybecauseofyouandyour

pride.Don'tmesswithme

Him:I'llfindanotherway.Therehastobe

anotherway.Wewon'tlosepumpkin.Ipromise

you

Me:hmmm

Hegotupfromhiscouchandsqueezedhimself

nexttome.I'vemissedhim,Iwon'tdenymyself

thechancetoholdhim

Him:I'msorryIsnappedatyou

Me:youshouldbeandthanksforthefood

Him:I'mforgiven?



Me:onlyifyoupromisenevertodoitagainand

cutitoutwiththestormingoff.Ifyouneed

space,gototheotherroom,don'tjustleave

Henods,wrapshisarmaroundmethenpulls

mecloser.WesnuggleinthecouchandI'm

happyheishere.Thethingwiththisoneisthat

heisaworkinprogress,sometimeswetake5

stepsforwardonlytotake15stepsback

Him:let'sgohome

Me:haiboLimileIhaven'tevenseenmymother

ormalumLubanzi

Him:ifweleavenow,theywon'tknowyouwere

here

Me:hayi.I'llseeyoutomorrow.Youmademe

sleepalonelastnightsoitsyourturn

Him:hawbaby.Rememberloveholdsno

recordsofwrongs

Me:don'tcomeatmewiththebible.Thisisnot



thetime.

WespendtwomorehourstogetherbeforeI

chasehimaway.Thisisstillmymother'shouse

andIdon'twantherfindinghimhere.Hesulks,

groansandmoanstotheextentthatIalmost

fallforitbutIdon't

Him:wearegoingtofacetimenakedlater

Me:mxmgoaway

OnSundayafterwhathasbeenthemost

relaxingweekofmylife,I'mchoosingtoignore

myman'slittlemeltdownmoment,I'monmy

wayhome.Ihavesomanypicturesofpumpkin

onmyphone,I'mreallylovingthatchildandmy

heartwillbereallybrokenifweloseher.WhenI

gethome,mydadischillinginthegardenwith

hisnewspaperinhishands

Me:sanibonani

Dad:youstilllivehere?



IlaughasIwrapmyarmsaroundhim,I've

missedhim.Ikindaforgotabouthimduringthe

weekbutI'vemissedhim.

Me:lolhawbaba

Him:Ithoughtyoumovedout.How'syour

mother?

Me:sheiswellandshesaidtotellyouthatyou

havetogoforthefinalfittingsforyoursuit

Him:didyoutellherthatIhaveasuitinmy

closetthatI'vereservedforyearsforthedaymy

daughtergetsmarried

Me:Itried.Sheishavingnoneofthat.

Him:wellI'mhavingnoneofherrightnow.

Angiyilapho

Withthatsaidheflippedanotherpageofhis

newspaperandIwentintothehouse.Iwas

exhausted,myimmunesystemisgoingthrough

themostlately,I'mtiredandjustsicklyallthe



time.I'mevenstartingtogetdizzyspellsnow,I

probablyhavepneumoniaorsomethingdeadly

likethat.Itakeabottleofwaterfromthefridge

andheadtomyroom,IneedanapwhichItake

afterdowningthewater.WhenIwakeup,I'm

sweatingandcoldatthesametime.Itsa

Sundaylateafternoon,wherethehellamIgoing

togetadoctoratthishour.IdialAlwa'snumber,

sheisrich,sheprobablyhasadoctorthat

makeshousecalls

Alwa:heybabe

Me:heyareyouhome?

Her:yeahI'mhome.Youdon'tsoundOK.

Me:Idon'tfeelOK.Doyouhaveadoctorthat

makeshousecalls?I'mnotupforthehospital

rightnow

Her:uhmI'llaskNokunqobatocomeseeyou.

SheisbitchysoIdoubtI'llreachher.Youcan

tryOyama.HeisapregnancydoctorbutI'm



surehestillremembersthebasics

Me:lolasforpregnancydoctor

Shelaughsandassuresmethatshewillcall

Oyamatocomecheckonme.ThebitchyZungu

doctorcanmissme,thestoriesI'veheardabout

herarenoteasytoswallow.

Dad:someoneisheretoseeyou

Me:pleasesendhimherebaba

HegivesmethatraisedeyebrowslookandI'm

notinthemoodforhistendenciesrightnow

Me:heisafriendbaba.Limileknowshim

Ihaven'teventoldmyfiancethatI'mprobably

goingtodiebeforethewedding,heworriestoo

muchsoI'drathertellhimwhenIknowwhat's

wrong.Oyamawalksanddoeshisthingthen

asksmetogotakeapregnancytest.Iknow

whatthatmeansanditisn'tpossibleformeto

bepregnant



Me:I'mnotpregnantOyama

Oyama:I'mnotsayingyouarebutI'dliketo

makesure

Idecidetohumorhimandgopeeonthestupid

stickandgiveitbacktohim.Afterafew

minutes,hegigglesthenshowsmethetest

Him:somuchforI'mnotpregnantOyama

Myeyeswidened,itsnotpossible.Thedoctor

saidthetubeswerefuckedsowhatthehellwas

goingon

Me:thelastdoctorIwenttosaidIcan'tget

pregnantagainbecausemylastpregnancywas

inthetubesandthetubeburst

Him:wellyoudoknowyouhavetworight?

Me:twowhat?

Him:tubes.Soclearlytheotheroneisthe

reasonyouarepregnant

Ifeelsostupid,lasttimeItrustedthatdoctorso



easily,evenboastedabouthowIdidlife

sciencesinhighschoolandyetImissedthat

partoftheinformation.

Me:fuckpregnancyalwaysjustmessesupmy

plans.Honestlywhycan'tIhaveanormal

plannedpregnancylikenormalpeople.You

knowLiandIareintheprocessofadoptinga

babygirl.Nowwhereisthisonesupposedtofit

inthepicture

I'mpointingatmystomach.I'msodefeated

rightnowhonestlyIwasn'texpectingthis,

pneumoniawouldhavebeenfinehey.Oyama

startsaskingmequestionsaboutmyperiods

andweconcludethatI'm6weekspregnant.I

can'tevencalculatetheexactdaywhenthis

babywasconceivedbecauseafterwefound

outthatwecan'thavekids,wecompletely

forgotaboutcondoms.God'stimingguys.

Izokumangaza

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*38*



"HestolemyheartsoI'mplanningrevenge...I'm

goingtotakehislastname."

ThedateisSeptember8,I'msupposedtobe

gettingmarriedtomorrow.Everythinghasbeen

organizedandsortedoutbuthereIam

suddenlysosickwhichismakingmehidingthis

pregnancyreallydifficult.Ican'tkeepanything

inandIthinkmyparentsarestartingtosuspect

somethingiswrong.WorstpartisthatIhaven't

toldanyone,itsasecretIsharewithjustmy

doctorfornowandwhatmakesmatterseven

morecrazyisthatwearebringingpumpkin

homein4weeks,theperksofhavingawell

connectedrichfiancé,hemakesthethingsto

happen.HeevengotAvery'scharacter

statement,Ididn'taskhowbecauseIknewit

wasgoingtoupsetme.Irinsemymouthand

climbintobed,IthinkI'mevenrunningafever

butmydoctorsaysitsallnormal,I'vebeen

whatsappinghimallday.YesIhavemydoctor



onWhatsApp,that'showparanoidIamabout

thispregnancy.Itwasnevermeanttohappen,

whathappenedto"you'llneverhavekids".Mxm

doctorsshouldjustquittheirjobsandlet

Googletakeover.Thereisasoftknockonthe

doorthenitopens,MaNtombiwalksinwitha

tray,I'msogladitsherandnotmymotheror

mydad.Shesmileswarmlyandapproachesmy

bed,placesthetrayonthepedestalthensits

nexttome

MaN:howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mstillfeelinghorrible.Idon'tknowwhois

cursingmethedaybeforemywedding

Shesmilesthenshakesherhead

Her:butAbongiweyou'vebeensickforweeks

now.OKitcomesandgoesandithasn'tbeen

thisbadbutitsbeenongoing

Me:IknowmaandIwenttothedoctor

Her:reallynow?



Shegavemethat"Idon'tbelieveyou"lookbutI

wasn'tlying,Ididgotothedoctororratherthe

doctorcametomeandinsteadofhimtelling

meIhavestomachfluoraninfectionofsome

sort,hetoldmealittlehumanwasgrowing

insideofme.I'vehad3weekstowarmupto

theideaofLiandIhavingthisbabyandIwishI

couldsharethiswithhimbutmyfearsand

paranoiahavegottenthebetterofme.Oyama

advisedmeabouthowcrucialthefirsttrimester

isespeciallyforsomeonewithmykindof

history,itsnosecretthatpregnancieshave

beenmyworstnightmare.Idon'twantLito

havehishopesuponlyforthemtocome

crashingdownwhenwelosethisbaby

Me:I'llbeOKma.Ijustneedtolaydown.When

Iwakeup,Iknowmyfriendswillbecrowding

thewholehouseandI'llhavenochoicebutto

havefun

Her:OKbuteatbecausethewayyouare



throwingupisn'tgoodforyouorthelittleone

Me:howdoyouknow?

Her:I'mawomanAbongiwe,I'vehadchildren.

Yourfatheriscluelessbecauseheisamanand

yourmotherdoesn'tspendenoughtimewith

youtoknow

Me:pleasedon'ttellthem.

Her:itsnotmysecrettotell.Noweatupthen

rest

ThiswomanisGodsenthonestly.Thewayshe

takescareofus,youcantellitcomesfromthe

heartandshedoesn'tdoitformoney.After

eatingIsleep,I'malreadyexhaustedandover

thispregnancy,Idon'tthinkIcandothisfor

40weeks.I'monlyonweeknumber9and

alreadyIfeellikeI'mdying.Thischildwillbethe

deathofme.I'mwokenupbyLwakhoand

Liyanajumpingonmybed,agrownwomanand

grownmanwithkidsarejumpingonmybed.I



can'tdeal

Me:thisiswhyyourchildrenarecrazy

Lwakho:buddyyouaregettingmarried

tomorrow,weneedtopaintthetownred

Liyana:anddrinklikecrazyplusIneedahook

up

Me:hookup?Shaun?

Liyana:lefthisass.

Me:wowgoodforyoumngani

Havingmyfriendsaroundmedidliftmyspirit,I

wasnowwithintheexcitementsofthiswedding

that'sgoingontomorrow.Ifreshenedup,wore

adenimshirtdress,caramelgladiatorsanda

bikerjacket.TraditionallyI'msupposedtobe

indoorspracticingiStepfortomorrowbutI'm

nothavingthetraditionalwedding,withallthe

cowinsidesthatgoonmybodyduringa

traditionalwedding,thischildwillhaveafield



dayembarrassingmesowedecidedtocutit

out.IjustgaveLisomeexcuseaboutmydad

wantingthetwoweddingstobeseparated,at

leastayearapart.

Me:shallwe?

Yolanda:Abongiwedon'tembarrassusplease

Me:I'llbesoberthewholenight.Wearenot

evengoingout.WearegoingtoYandisa's

houseforthenight.

Liyana:aren'twegoingtoAlwa's?

Lwakho:LiandAbongiwecan'tseeeachother

beforetomorrowandLiisatAlwa's

Yolanda:youbetterbeinbedandasleepby

midnight

Me:yesmother

Irollmyeyes,grabmycarkeysandwedriveoff

toYandisa'swhilebumpingBlackCoffee's

album.Iwasreallyinthemoodforsomefun



now.WegettoYandisa'sandeveryoneIneed

rightnowisthereandincludingsomeofthe

ZungusistersandYandisa'sfriends

Yaya:OKquickintrosbeforewegetourbride

drunk

Me:haiboguysI'mnotdrinkingtonight

Alwa:lolthat'swhatyouthinks.That'sSizo,

Nqo,SnqoandNoma.Mysistersinlaw.Over

thereisTshegoandYati.Myfriends

Me:nicetomeetyouguys

Alwa:Tshegoisalsoengagedsoyouwill

definitelybeseeingalotofherinthefamily

Kwando:Loyiso'sfiancéandbabymama

Me:ohOK

Alwa'ssistersinlawalllookalike,Ican'ttell

whoiswhobuttheyarefreakengorgeous

Yaya:thoseareAlwa'speopleandthesearemy

people.That'sAayama,SihleandLiyema.My



sistersinlawandmyotherhalf

OKaftertheintrosI'mreadyforwhateverthisis

tostart.Weeatwhiletheconversationis

flowing,I'mhavingfun,Iwon'tevenlieandthe

crazypartisthatbeforeImetanyofthese

people,Ineversawtheimportanceofhaving

friendsandnowthesamefriendsI'vemadewill

soonbefamily.Mylifethough,whatajourney

Alwa:Abongiweyoucan'tnotdrinkbabe.

Luna:yeahitsnotlikemomwouldknowifyou

hadonedrink

Me:itsfineguys.Really.Youguysdrinkandbe

merry.I'myourBlesserafterall

IhavemyglassofappletizerinmyhandandI'm

OK.NowthethingaboutthesewomenthatI

lovedearlyisthattheyknowhowtodrinkand

rightnowI'mtheonlysoberoneanditsnot

even10pmyet.

Yaya:AlwamomsaidwehavetogiveAbongiwe



thetalk

Alwa:shitbruhIforgot.OKguysswitchthe

musicoff.LwandileSmithwon'tforgiveusifwe

don'tdothis.Itsagoodthingyouaresober

Abongs

IlaughasIshakemyhead,theyaresodrunkits

hilarious

Yaya:marriageisn'teasy

Alwa:amensister

Ican'tkeepastraightfacerightnow.Noone

canactually

Alwa:thekeytomakingthismarriagething

workiscommunication.Youguysmusttalk,all

thetime.Evenifitsaboutstupidthings,justtalk

Yaya:yesdon'twaitfortheretobeaproblem

foryoutostarttalking

Sihle:andyouaregoingtohavetolearntobe

patient.Withyourself,withyourdaughterthat



youguysarebringinghomesoonandwithyour

husband.Patience,communication,loyaltyand

sacrifices.Thosearethefourpillarstomaking

amarriagework

AtleastSihlewasbeingelaborate,unlikeAlwa

andYandisa.Ilistenedtothemattentivelywith

theintentionofusingwhatI'mlearning

Kwando:andwheredoesloveandsexfallin?

Yandisa:haiboKwandowazintoningeSexwena?

Kwando:dudeI'm25,Iknowashitlotaboutsex.

Alwa:sexfallsundercommunicationandlove

fallsundercommitmentwhichfallsunder

loyalty.Kalokwenayouwillgetthistalkwhen

yougetmarried.

Idon'tknowwhopassedoutfirstbutitwasa

dominoeseffect,mebeingthelastonetoeven

getsleepy.Igottotheguestbedroom,leaving

thedrunkardsintheloungeandcalledumuntu

wam.Wehaven'tspokensincethemorning



andIknowIwastakingachanceoncallinghim

becausehewasdrunkwhereverhewas

Li:hellomyangel

Therewasnoiseinthebackground,house

musicandalotofvoicesbuthewaswalking

awayfromit

Me:Imissyou

Him:notthewayImissyoubutguesswhat

Ismileandmyhandautomaticallygoestomy

stomach.IreallywishIdidn'thavetokeepthis

babyasecretfromitsfather

Me:what?

Him:aftertomorrowI'mneverlettingyououtof

mysight.I'mgoingtobewakingupeveryday

nexttoyoufortherestofourlives

Me:andareyouexcited?

Him:IamSthandwasam.Tohaveyouand

pumpkininthesamehouseeveryday.I'maman



that'sbeenblessed

HeissodeepwhenheisdrunkandifIdon't

endthisphonecallnow,wewillbeonthe

phoneallnight.

Me:IloveyouLimileHadebe.SomuchandI

can'twaittobeyourwife

Him:Iloveyouevenmoremyangel.

WehungupandIgotinbedwithasmileonmy

face,IplayedwithmyengagementringuntilI

fellasleep.I'mgettingmarriedtomorrow,its

finallycomingtogether,mylifefinallymakes

senseandallthetroublesI'vegonethrough

finallyseemliketheywereworthit

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*39*

"Fallinginloveiseasy.Stayinginlovetakes

patience."

Me:babytodaymommyanddaddyaregetting

married.Honestlynooneknowsyouexistyet



andtodayisn'tthedaytoseekattention.Let

mommyanddaddyenjoytheirday,mommywill

gobacktofocusingallherattentiononyou

tomorrow.OK?

Isoundlikeacrazyperson,I'velockedmyselfin

thebathroomandI'mhavingaoneway

conversationwithmyunbornchildbutseriously

Ineedmydaytobeperfect,Idon'twanttofaint

whilewalkingdowntheaisleortothrowup

duringmytoast.Ineedeverythingtogowell

andallthisisatthemercyofafoetus.What

hasthisworldcometo.Thereisaknockatthe

door,Iknowitsmymother.Sheismakingsuch

afussoverme,tryingtohavetheweddingshe

didn'thavewithuncleLubanzithroughmy

wedding.BetweenherandthischildthatI'm

carrying,Idon'tknowwhoistryingtokillmethe

most

Yolanda:itsalmosttimebaby,youneedtoget

dressed



Me:I'mcomingma.Givemeamomentplease.

I'llbeoutinasec.

Itakeinadeepbreathandwalkout.Everyone

runsaroundhelpingmegetdressed,themake

uppeoplearedollingupmyface,mymotheris

shoutingordersateveryoneanditsjustchaotic.

IreallywishIcoulddrinkrightnow.Ineedit.

Me:OKguyshalt.Momgogetdressed,Ihave

thisundercontrol

ShetriestoprotestbutI'mnothavinganyofit

rightnow.Ifmyunbornchildcanbehave,my

motherhasnoexcuse.

Me:Lunathi,Liyana,Kwandoguysgetdressed,

thereisnoneedforyoutobehelpingthemake

uppeople,theyknowwhattheyaredoingandif

anyoneisallowedtobebehindscheduleitsme

andonlyme

Theyscattertofindtheirdressesandsuddenly

thereissilence,Ibreathoutandsignalforthe



peoplewhoaredollingmeuptocontinue.When

I'mready,Ican'tevenrecognizemyself,Ilook

photoshootreadyandjustflawless.Thedress,

themakeup,myhair,everythingisjustperfect

Liyana:youlookgorgeousmngani

Me:youthinkso?

Kwando:aibruhdon'ttellmeyoudon'tseehow

beautifulyouare

Me:thankyouguys.Let'sgogetmemarried

Wedecidedtohavetheweddingatachapel,it's

notlikemydadwasgoingtogoforthewhole

outdoorweddingwewantedanyway.Heisat

mydoor,readytotakemyhandandgiveme

away.Hesmiles,thismanisalwaysbeaming

withprideatthemostrelevanttimes

Dad:youlookbeautifulAbongiwemntanam

Me:youlookhandsometoodad.Ilovethesuit

Hewonthesuitbattlewithmymomandheisin



hisclassicvintageblackandwhitetuxwitha

bowtie.Mydadisacatchguys

Him:yourmotherhatesit

Me:loltodayisaboutmeandyousodon'tmind

her.Youraisedme,I'mthewomanIamtoday,

abouttobesomeone'swifeallbecauseofyou.

Onlyyou

Hesmilesagain,wearewalkingdowntheaisle,

alleyesonusandeveryoneisontheirfeet.

There,atashortdistancefrommestandsthe

loveofmylife,lookingeversosexyinhisnavy

tux.Ilookatmybridalparty,Lunathi,Liyanaand

Kwando.LordknowshowmuchIhatedthisgirl

backinthedaybutlookathernow,withinmy

squad.NexttoLimileisKwandile,Alakheand

Shaun.MydadhandsmeovertoLimile,they

havetheirnonverbalconversationthenLinods,

shakesmydad'shandthentakesmyhand

leadingmetothepastor.Myheartisracing,my

palmsaresweatingbutfuckitI'mbeyond



happy.Heplacesakissonmycheekoverthe

veilthenwhispersinmyear

Li:youlookbeautifulmyangel

Mycheeksinstantlyheatedup,Iwasflushed,I

wasinlove,Iwashormonalbutmost

importantlyIwashappy.Asthepastor

preachedaboutfirstCorinthianschapter13

verse4-8,LiandIlookedateachotherand

smiled.Thatversehassentimentalvaluetous.

Hegivesmyhandasqueeze,yephehasn'tlet

goofitsincemydadhandedittohim.Weget

tothevowsandIdon'tthinkIcandothis,my

heartisracingandIknowI'mgoingtomess

thisup.Itakeinadeepbreath,Istareatour

handsandbreatheout.I'llJustpretendlikeI'm

talkingtojusthim

Me:yhotherearesomanypeoplehereandthis

isnervewrecking

Ihearsoftlaughsandliftmyhead,oureyes



lockandheissmiling.Idon'tknowwhybutfor

asecondIthinkaboutourbaby,I'mhopingitsa

boyandhegetshiscutedarkskinnedboy.I

smileandsnapoutofitquickly

Me:IloveyouLimile,youknowIdoandI

rememberhowyouproposedtomehoursafter

Ihadagreedtobeyourgirlfriend.Ithoughtyou

werebeingcrazybutwhenIthinkaboutitnow,

youalwaysknewthatyouwantedthisforus,for

metobeyoursforever.YousawthatI

possessedthequalitiesyouwantedinawoman

withinafewhoursandIcommendyouforthat

becauseyousawinmesomethingIdidn'tsee

inmyself.You'velovedmeduringthetimes

whereIdidn'tlovemyselfandthetimesIdidn't

feelworthytobeloved.You'vewatchedme

grow,you'vewatchedlaughandcryandthrough

allofthatyouremainedconstantinyourlove

forme.I'vealwaysbeenyours,fromthetimeI

wasconceivedinmymother'swomb,Iwas



yoursbutIhadtofindyouandthatwasn'tan

easyjourney.Itisbecauseyoulovemewithall

myflawsandimperfectionsthattodayIvowto

loveyouevenwhenIdon'tlikeyou,totakecare

ofyouevenwhenI'mangry,tobeloyaltoyou

evenwhenwedon'tagreeoncertainthingsand

tomakethenecessarysacrificesasyourwife

whenthetimecomes.IloveyouHadebemyeni

wam

I'veneverseenLimilecry,4yearsofacrazy

relationshipanditsonourweddingdaythatI

spothisfirsttears.Heloosenshisholdonmy

handasIsliptheringin.TraditionallyIthinkhe

wassupposedtogofirstbuttraditioncango

jumpoffabridgerightnow

Li:I'mnotevengoingtowipethesetears

becauseIwantyouseeandtotakeinthatyou

makemeweak.

Againourguestslaugh,wearetheir

entertainmentIsee



Him:justtheotherdaymybrothersweregiving

megriefformarryingmyfirstgirlfriendandit

wasQhawethatsaidsometimesGoddoesn't

giveyousomeone'sheartbeforeyoucan

handleitwhichiswhyI'mgratefulthatImet

youatthetimethatImetyoubecausehadI

metyouearlierIknowwewouldn'tbehere.

You'vechangedmylifeAbongiweandthatis

whyIcallyoumyangel,itsnotapetnameor

somethingItakelightly.IamthemanIam

todaybecauseofyou,I'maGodfearingman

becauseyouintroducedtheimportanceof

churchandGodinmylife.Youlovedme

throughmymosttroublefilledtimes,you

stayedwithmewhenyoucouldhaveeasily

walkedaway,you'vebeenpatient,loving,

supportiveineverywayandasmuchasIknew

fromthemomentIlaidmyeyesonyouthatyou

weretheone,I'mgladwewaited.Youaremy

answertoeverythingthatgoesrightinmylife

andIvowtotakecareofyou,toshoweryou



withloveforaslongasIstillbreathe,torespect

youasmyqueenandtobeyoureverythingno

matterthetimeofday.I'mgratefulforyou

sthandwasam

Ourfirstkissasamarriedcouplewasfireworks,

Ididn'twantittoend,Ijustwantedtosuckface

withmyboyfriend,ohImeanmyhusband

forever

Li:MrsHadebe

I'mblushingforthemillionthtimetoday,today

hasbeenperfect.Myparentsgotalongand

behavedthewholeday,mybabywasonhis/her

bestbehaviorandIgottomarrytheloveofmy

life.Perfectionatitsbest

Me:MrHadebe

Him:mayIhavethisdance?

Me:ofcourse

Iplacemyheadonhischest,hisarmgoes



aroundmywaistandourotherhandsgointo

eachotherandwedanceslowlytothesoundof

Tamia'sStill.ThatsongistimelessandI'mglad

wegettodancetoit.

Me:wearemarried

Helaughs.I'mstillindisbelief

Him:lolyesweare.I'myouridiotforlifenow

Me:andIwouldn'thaveitanyotherway

Him:stillloveme?

Ilaugh.Evenonourweddingdayhestillwants

tonsofassurance

Me:lolImarriedyoudidn'tI?

Him:tellmeyouloveme

Me:Iloveyoubaby

Thenextdaywearesupposedtobeonaplane

toMauritiusforourhoneymoonbutImadea

promisetoafoetusyesterdayandhe/sheis



cashinginonit.I'vebeenthrowingupall

morningandwhenitstopsIgettheurgeto

pukebutnothingcomesout.I'mdefinitelynot

goingtoMauritiustoday

Li:babyI'mtakingyoutoadoctor.

Me:noitsnotnecessary.Itwillpass

Him:Abongiweyousaidthat2hrsago.Clearly

youaresick

Me:I'mnotsickLimile

Igetupfromthefloor,rinsemymouththen

walkbackintothebedroom.WeareinJo'burg,

weflewinlastnight.Helookssosadand

worried.

Him:youwerefineyesterday,maybeyouhave

foodpoison.

Me:comehere

I'msittingonthecouchandheispacingupand

downlikethecrazypersonthatheis



Him:youknowifyoudie,yourdadisgoingto

killmeright?You'vebeeninmycareforless

than24hrsandyouarealreadysick

Me:goshthedramababe.Itsgoingtomakeme

throwupagain

Him:thisisnotfunnyAbongiwe.Itakemyvows

veryseriously

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*40*

"Don'tletfearholdyoubackfromenjoyingthe

thingsthatmakeyouhappy."

IhadboughtapregnancytestforthetimeI

wouldmaketheannouncementtoLimile,Ieven

hadtwoonesiesprinted,onewritten"I'mgoing

tobethebestbigsisterintheworld"whichwas

goingtobewornbypumpkinonthedayand

onewritten"Ican'twaittomeetyoudaddy"

whichwasgoingtoaccompanythepregnancy

test.Ihaditallfiguredoutbutwiththewayhe

isallworriedrightnowandwantingtodragme



tothehospital,Ijusthadtotellhim.EventuallyI

gothimtocalmdownandjoinmeonthecouch.

Me:I'mnotsick.I'mpregnant

Therewassilence,helookedatmeallconfused

andIcouldn'tblamehim.Italsodidn'tmake

sensetomeatfirstbuthereweare

Me:Limile

Li:how?

Thatcameoutasawhisper,theworryonhis

facewasn'tgoingawaysoItookhishandsinto

mineandlookedintohiseyes,hewasteary

Him:thedoctorsaid

Me:hewaswrong.I'm9weekspregnantandI'm

scaredbaby.I'msoscaredLimile,whatifwe

losethisbabyaswell?That'swhyIdidn'ttell

you,Ididn'twantyoutogetyourhopesup

Him:wewon'tlosethisone.Iknowit.Wow

babyyouarereallypregnant.I'mgoingtobea



dadtwiceinoneyear

Suddenlythestress,worryandsadness

evaporatesandheisallsmiles.Heishappy,

genuinelyhappyandinawayiteasesmyfears

aswell.Wedecidetoscratchthehoneymoon

alltogether,myonechancetobeoutofthe

countryanditgetspushedasidebecauseof

thischildI'mcarrying.4weekspasslikeits

nothingandweareatthesocialservicesoffice

tofetchourdaughter,wehavehadthebest

timedecoratingthenursery,halfpinkhalfblue,

pumpkinandavengeraregoingtoshareit.I

don'tknowwhereLimilegetsthesenamesbut

theoneI'mcarryingisavengerbecausehe/she

isshowingmeflames

Mahle:OKguysjustsignhere,hereandhere

thenfillintheformforherbirthcertificate

Me:pumpkinisn'tgoingonthatbirthcertificate

Limile



HimandAsemahlelaughbutI'mdeadserious

Li:lolhavefaithinyourhusbandAbongiwe.

Usithandile.That'shername

Me:Iloveit.UsithandileWasibusisaHadebe

Thischildisablessingtous,insomanyways.

Wefilledinalltheforms,signedonallthe

dottedlinesandwetookourbabyhome.I

strappedherinthepinkFerraricarseatandsat

atthebackwithher.Sheissocute,Ican'tget

enoughofherandIjustloveher.Whenweget

tothehouse,I'mcarryingpumpkinandLiis

rightbehindme.IopenthedoorandI'm

welcomedbyloudscreams.

Them:SURPRIIIIIIISSE

Mywholefamilyishere,hisfamilyisalsohere

whichmeansitafullparty.Therearepink

balloonseverywhereandabannerwritten

"welcomehomebabygirl".AuntieLwarushes

tomeandtakespumpkin



Lwa:ncoahsheissocute

Me:howdidyouguyspullthistogether

Kwando:wellitwasallyourman'sidea.Wejust

showedup

Iturntofacehimandheishoveringoverour

daughterwhileeveryoneadmiresher.Sheis

enjoyingalltheattentionshame,Ihaveafeeling

wehavealittledivainourlives

Yolanda:whatdidyouguysnameher?

Limile:UsithandileWasibusisaHadebe

Yaya:yhobruhyouguysareworsethandad

whenitcomestonamingkids

Limile:dudeyounamedyoursonOyandisa.You

can'tsayjackshitaboutmydaughter'sname

Thelittlebabyshowerslashbabylaunchwas

justbeautiful,Wasireceivedsomanypresents

butshegotoverthefestivitiesveryearlyand

fellasleep.Ifoundmyselfinthekitchenwith



Kwando,shewasdrinkingjuicejustlikeme

whichwasstrangebecausesheand

champagnearebestfriends

Kwando:Abongiwe

Me:hmmm

Her:Ineedtotellyousomething

Me:OKwhat'sup?

Shelookedaroundtoseeifanyonewascoming

ourdirectionandwhenshesawthatthecoast

wasclearshespokeup

Her:I'mpregnant

Me:what?!

Her:shhhhaw

Me:sorry.DoesMihleknow?

Shenods.YhoIcan'tevenpicturehowher

parentsaregoingtotakethis.IjusthopeI

Won'tbedraggedintoThisdrama.Ihaveachild



now,Ineedtofocusonher

Her:hewantsustokeepthebaby

Me:andwhatdoyouwant?

Her:lookatmeAbongiwe.I'mnotmother

material,myparentsdon'tknowaboutusand

you'vebeeninthisfamilylongenoughtoknow

howmydadis.

Me:sowhatdoyouwanttodo?Youaresaying

alotofthingsbutyouarenottellingmewhat

youwant

Her:Iwanttogetridofit.Assoonaspossible

andIwantyoutocomewithme

Me:me?Whyme?

Her:becauseyouaretheonlyonethatI'vetold

andIknowyouwouldn'tratmeout.Please

Abongiwe

ThisisnothowIpicturedthisdaygoing.Why

amIsuddenlypartofherdrama?HayiIhave



enoughproblemsofmyown.Mihlewalkedin,I

thinktheonlyreasonheisevenhereisbecause

hestaysinJo'burg.Hewrapshisarmsaround

Kwando,kisseshercheekthenlet'sgoofher.

Mihleisahotguy,nonotcutebuthot.Hehas

thesoccerplayerbody,caramelskinned,

roughedupfadeandconfidenceonfleek

Mihle:Abongiwethankyouforhavingmein

yourhome.Ihavetogetgoing

Me:thankyouforcomingthroughMihle.Its

alwaysgoodtoseeyou

Weshareahug,thetensionbetweenhimand

Kwandoisenoughtochasemeoutofmy

kitchen.Everyoneisgatheredinthelounge,

havinganiceconversationsoIdecidetogo

checkonmypumpkin.WhatIseeinthenursery

isenoughtogetmemelting.Theylooksocute,

Limileissittingontherockingchairwith

pumpkinonhischest



Me:myfavoritepeople

Heopenshiseyes,seesmethensmiles.Iwalk

towardsthemandtheprincessissuckingon

herpacifierwhilerestingondaddy'schest.I

kissthemboth

Li:sheissuchacutie

Me:Ihopeyouwillfindhercutewhenshe

startsscreaminginthemiddleofthenight

Him:lolhaseveryoneleftyet?

Me:no.Theyarestillchattingupastorminthe

lounge.OnlyMihleleft

Him:let'schasethemaway.

Me:hawbaby

Him:what?Wehaveasmallchild.Theywill

understand

Me:wellgoaheadanddothat.Bringmybaby

Onlymyparentsweregoingtobestayingwith



us.TheSmith'sweregoingtobedivided

betweenQhawe'shouse,thehouseSosohas

hereandManqoba'shouseinMidrand.Igave

Wasitomymotherthenpreparedtheguest

roomsforheranddad.WhentheyweresettledI

tookaquickbath,Limadethebottlesthenwe

bondedwithWasi

Li:suchalongdayonyourfirstdayathomemy

pumpkin

Heplacedakissonherlipsthenonhercheek.I

wasenjoyingthispartofmylifethemost.Iwas

goingtobethekindofmotherIwantedmy

mothertobe,I'mgoingtobethereforallmy

children'smilestones,I'llbetheretoprotect

themandlovethemsomuch

Him:what'sonyourmind?

Me:nothingreally.I'mjusttakingineverything

that'shappeningrightnow

Him:overwhelming?



Me:nah.Notatall.I'mlovingallofitespecially

becauseIgettoshareitwithyou.

Isnuggledclosertohimandwewatchedour

sleepingdaughterthenheplacedhishandon

mystomach.Ismiledthenplacedmyhandover

hishand

Him:6moremonths

Isighed.SomeoneremindmeagainwhyI

thoughtbringinga3montholdbabyintoour

liveswasagoodidea.Ididn'tsleepawinklast

night,shecriedandwhenshewasn'tcryingshe

waseatingbutasthesuncameup,shewent

backtobeingtheangelthatIlove

Yolanda:youlookexhausted

Me:babiesareanightmare

Dad:we'llwatchherwhileyourest

Li:thankyou.

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*41*



"Youcan'tjudgemeformychoicesifyoudon't

knowmyreasons."

LimileandIsleptthewholemorning,weneeded

arebootbecausewewereneverreadyforwhat

hituslastnight.Iwokeupbeforehim,itwas

half11soItookashowerandwenttocheckon

everyone.Ifoundmydadwatchingnewsand

mymothermakingformulaforWasi

Me:issheasleep?

Yolanda:yesIjustputherdown

Me:thankyouma,Idon'tknowhowIwasgoing

tosurvivewithoutyou

Shesmiled,pulledmeinforahugthenkissed

myforehead.

Her:Ithinkyouareinoveryourheadwiththis

parentingthing

Dad:don'tplantideasinmychild'shead

Yolanda.Youwanthertoleavethisbabywith



Limilelikeyouleftherwithme

OKthatescalatedratherquicklyandIdon't

havetheenergytoentertainthebothofthem

shame

Yolanda:that'snotwhatIwasdoing.Iwas

abouttosuggestthatshegetshelp.That'sit

Dad:hmmm

Iclearedmythroatandtheybothturnedtolook

atme

Me:uhmwhattimedidtheSmithssayyouguys

areleaving

Dad:youwantustoleave?

Yes!Ilovemyparentsbutthewaytheyfightlike

catandmousesometimesjustdrainsthelife

outofme

Me:nobababutIwouldn'twantyoumissing

yourflight.I'msureMaNtombiislonelyinthat

bighouseandmaI'msuremalumLubanzi



missesyou

Yolanda:mxmasif.Weareleavingat2

Idecidedtousethistimetopreparelunch,

LimilecanmakedinnerbecauseIknow

pumpkinwillbeupbythen.Imadebeeflasagna,

stickywingsandGreeksalad,dishedupformy

parentsandmyhusbandwhowasnowawake.

Whenmyparentsleft,itwasabittersweet

momentespeciallyformydad

Dad:I'llbecallingoftentocheckin

Me:yebobaba

Dad:youbetternothurtmydaughterHadebe

Li:Iwon'tsir.Ipromiseyou

Wewavedgoodbyeasthecardroveout.Nowit

wasjustthe3ofus,justhowitshouldbeand

howwewantedittobe.Ichangedpumpkin's

diaperthentookhertotheloungewhereher

dadwaswatchingarugbygame.Hisfacelights



upthemomentheseesus

Li:weneedtocomeupwithaplanofhowwe

aregoingtobeworkingthroughthesenights

Isitdownwithmydaughterinmyarms,sheis

suckingonherthumb,shegotoverthepacifier

already

Me:we'llfigurethisoutbabe.Lastnightwas

nightnumber1,westillhavealotmorecoming.

Pumpkinwillonlybe9monthsoldwhen

Avengergetshere.Wearesofarfromhaving

peaceinourlivesitsridiculous

Him:andfarfromhavingsexagain.Weare

goingtoalwaysbetired,crackyandnotinthe

mood

Me:speakforyourselfMrHadebe,I'mpregnant,

itsboundtomakemehornyallthetime.Start

stockinguponredbull

ThefollowingdayIdecidetoleavePumpkin

withLimilesinceI'mmeetingupwithKwando,



shebetternotambushmewithherproblems.I

had3hoursofsleeplastnight,Ineedwinebut

I'mpregnantsothatwon'tbehappening.I

honestlyfeellikeI'mazombierightnow.We

meetupatMabonengandluckilyIfindher

there.Weshareabriefhug,Iordercranberry

juicewhilesheordersmangojuice

Kwando:youlookexhausted

Me:havingababyisnochild'splay.Theyare

cuteasangelsduringthedaybuttheircuteness

goesdownwiththesunandthetinymonsteris

released

Shelaugh,shelookshappybuttroubled.Iknow

KwandolovesMihle,despitehimbeingyounger

thanher.Howthatboymanagedtogetthrough

herbitchinessandicequeenfactorisbeyond

me

Her:IreallywishIdidn'tgetpregnant,wellnot

rightnowatleast.Mylifeisonlystartingnow



Abongiwe,mymanandIarehappyandmy

careerjusttookoff.Idon'tneedababyright

now.

Me:butthebabyisherenow.Areyousureyou

wanttogothroughwiththeabortion?Theafter

effectsofthatthingalmostdrovemecrazy.

Theguiltalmostkilledme

Shefrownsthengetsasurprisedlookonher

face.Idon'tliketalkingaboutthatphaseinmy

life,IburieditwithmyrelationshipwithAvery

Her:youhadanabortion?

Inod

Me:itwasamutualdecisionbetweenAvery

andI.HewasAlreadyexpectingachildwith

Aphelele.IthoughtIneededhimtobethere

duringthepregnancy,thatIwouldn'tcope

withouthim.IwasyoungandnaiveKwandoand

ittookmeforevertoforgivemyself

Her:Mihlewantsthisbaby



Me:talktohim.Don'tgobehindhisbackand

killhischildbecausehewillneverforgiveyou.

ThatIcanbeton

Shesighed.Weplacedourordersforfoodthen

justdecidedtoturnthisintoalunchdate

Me:I'mcuriousthough

Her:about?

Ilaugh.Iseriouslywanttoknowhowittook

Mihletogethertobehumbleandhuman.Mihle

isakidman

Me:whyMihle?Imeanyouhadguysfighting

overyoueUKZN,youaregorgeousandyou

couldliterallyhaveanyguyyouwant.Whythe

youngsoccerplayer?

Youknowthatsmileyougetonyourfacewhen

yourfriendstalkaboutyourcrushandcallhim

yourman?Orwhentheytalkaboutyour

boyfriend?Shehadthatsmilerightnow



Her:loltheyoungsoccerplayerneh?Whenhe

gotbackfromLondon,Ithinkhismaturityjust

hitmelikeawave.LasttimeIhadseenhimhe

was15,Iwas17soIdidn'tnoticeitbuthehas

alwaysbeenflames.

Me:soheistheguyyoutoldmeyouwere

crushingon4yearsago?Thefamilyfriend

Her:yeahandeventhenhedidn'tnoticeme.He

isn'tlikealltheotherguys,itsthefactthathe

didn'tworshipmebutrathertreatedmelikea

normalpersonthatmademefallforhim.Heis

justdifferent

Me:lolandhot

Shelaughedwhileshakingherhead.Mihleis

hotguys

Her:yeahandthattoo.Hisbrotherandmy

sisterdatedforthelongesttime

Me:hisbrotherisAlakheright?Heistheone

thathas2kidswithYandisa?



Her:theyhaveonekidtogether,Luvuyo.

LwandleisAlakhe'schildwithhiswife,she

passedawaythesamedayLwandlewasborn

Me:yhothat'ssad

Her:itwassadshame.Alakhewentinto

depressionandwasn'tfittotakecareof

LwandlesoYandisaandOyamaraisedher

Thethingswedoforthepeoplewelove.Some

callitmadness,otherswillcallittruelove.I'm

onthefenceaboutthewholething,Idon'tthink

I'dbeabletodothat.IstayedwithKwandofor

anhourbeforedrivinghometomypeople.As

muchasIdidn'tchangehermindaboutthe

abortion,Iknowsharingmyexperienceabout

thewholethinggotherthinking

*

Itsbeenacrazytwomonths,I'mstillon

maternityleaveandwillonlygobacktoworkin

January.Liwentbacktoworktwoweeksafter



pumpkincamehome.Ourprincessis5months

now,shecannowsitonherown,shelaughs

andgigglessweetlythewholedayandnowwe

haveestablishedaroutineforher.Liwantedus

togetanannybutIrefused.Istillhavethings

undercontrol.Kwandodecidedagainstthe

abortionbutshestillhasn'ttoldherparentsyet.

Iontheotherhandamgainingweightlikecrazy.

I'mobsessedwithmybabybump,itstinybut

visiblebutmywholefaceisswollen,myfeetas

wellandIjustfeelheavy

Li:wearefindingoutAvenger'ssextomorrow.

I'mexcited

Me:itsaboy

Hefrowns,thewayheissodramatic,he

probablythingsIwenttothedoctorwithouthim

Me:mymothersaysitsaboybecauseofhow

horriblethispregnancyismakingmelook

Him:youlookbeautifulnjemyangel.



Heplacesakissonmycheek.Heislyingthis

one.Therearemirrorsinthishouse

Me:I'mhorny.Whereisyourdaughter?

Him:sheissleeping

Me:let'sgoupstairs

Him:orwecanhavesexrighthere

Ismilewithmyeyebrowraised,that'senoughto

getmyladybitstingling

Me:righthere?

Hekissesmyneckwhilesqueezingmyboob

causingsoftmoanstoescapemylips

Him:uhhuh

Wehadlazysexonthecarpetintheloungeand

justcuddlednaked.Weweresolostinthe

moment,enjoyingeachother'sbodiesthat

whenthedooropenedwefroze

Alwa:Whyareyouguys...ohshit



BysomemiracletherewasPumpkin'sfleece

blanketonthecouchthatLimilequicklythrew

overus

Li:whatthefuckAlwande?Don'tyouknock?

Me:howdidyouevengetin?

Shelaughed,I'mgladshewasfindingthisfunny

becauseIwasn't.

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*42*

"Loyaltyandorgasms,that'sallshewants.And

food...don'tforgetthefood."

Alwa:I'llbeinthekitchen.Gogetdressedkids

Kids?Inmyownhouse,I'mbeingcalledakid.I

lookatLimileashethrowshisT-shirtoverhis

bodyandputshisbriefson

Li:babygetdressed

Me:wherearemypanties?

Him:Idon'tknow,lookforthem



IgivehimaveryunimpressedlookasIclasp

mybraonthenputonmymaternitytop.Ican

seemyleggingsbutmypantiesarenotinsight

andnowI'mstandinglookinglikethosekids

fromkasithatwalkaroundwithjustaT-shirton

butnothingdownsouth

Li:Abongiwebabycomeon

Me:findthem.Bekumnandiangithiwhileyou

weretakingthemoff

Hemumblessomethingunderhisbreathwhile

helooksforthemwithnoassistancefromme.I

didn'thelphimtakethemoffsoIsureashell

won'thelphimfindit.Ihearthesoundofthe

microwaveandI'mthinkingtomyselfhowthe

helldidAlwandegetinhere?Thegateopens

witharemote

Li:Inagetdressed

Hethrowsmypantiesatmeandheisannoying

mebutI'lldealwithhisdisrespectlater.Iputmy



pantiesonfollowedbymyleggingsthenmake

mywaytothebathroom,Ineedtopeeand

probablywashmyhandsandrinsemymouth,I

washoldingandsuckingapenisnotsolong

agobutLiontheotherhandcouldn'tbe

botheredwithwashinganypartofhisbody.He

hadhisfaceburiedbetweenmylegslessthan

anhouragoandIwon'tevenmentionthe

placeshisfingerswerein

Me:HeyAlwa

I'minthekitchennow,sheisonabarchair

eatingleftoversamoosasanddrinkingjuice

Alwa:heybabe.I'msorryforbudginginlikethat.

Ididn'texpecttofindyouguysdoingthenasty

inthelounge

Sheistryingtoholdinherlaughterbutjudging

fromthelookonherbrother'sface,heisn't

particularlyhappywithherrightnow

Li:howdidyouevengetin?



Alwa:withtheremoteyougaveme.

Li:thatwasgiventoyouforemergenciesonly

Alwande

Alwa:wellyouwerenotansweringyourphone

andIwastiredofsittinginmycar.Ndicela

uxolowethuLimile

Justthencriescamethroughfromthebaby

monitor,pumpkinwasup.Iwarmedupher

bottle,totallyzoningoutofthesiblingsquarrel

thenheadupstairstothenursery.Sheissitting

onthecotcryingupastorm.Ipausefora

secondandjustlookatherwhensheseesme,

shestopscryingandIlaugh

Me:awuyithandiiAttentionkodwaUsithandile

SheraisesherarmsintheairindicatingthatI

shouldtakeher,andIfallintohertrapandpick

herup

Me:yourauntishereandI'mgoingtolether

takeyouandfeedyou.Pleasedomeafavor



andthrowuponthatGuccijacketofhers.

Yezwababy?

Ikisshercheekaswewalkdownthestairs,her

thumbisinhermouthasalwaysandsheis

lookingcuteasever

Alwa:lookwhoisup.Goshthisbabygetscuter

bytheday,lookatthosecheeksandallthathair

Me:wanttoholdher?

Alwa:definitely

Shewipedherhandsthentakespumpkinand

placesheronthecounterandholdsherbottle

forher

Li:mybabyisthecutestinthefamily

Alwa:ohplease.Simphiweisthecutest,

followedbyUsithandilethenIsiphile

Li:nobruhitsUsithandilethenIsiphileandthen

Simphiwe.XhosakidsarecuterthanZulukids

Alwa:dudeyouareZuluwhichmeans



UsithandileisZuluaswell

Havingthesetwoinoneroomcanget

exhaustingformebecauseitsalwaysone

argumentaftertheotherandI'mstillcuriousto

knowwhyAlwaishere.Shehasamanand

3kidsinKZN,ufunanila?

Me:sotowhatdoweowethepleasureofyour

visit

Shesighs.OKsomethingiswrong

Alwa:uMkhulupassedaway

Li:what?When?How?

Alwa:oldageIguess.Gogosayshehada

headache,theytookhimtothedoctorandhe

diedontheirwaythere

Li:atleasthediedpeacefully.How'sauntieLwa?

Alwa:youknowshedoesn'ttakedeathwellbut

uncleSosoisbyherside.Thismeanswehave

togohome,toGrahamstownthisweekend



Li:yeahdefinitely.WowIcan'tbelievegrandpa

Hadebeisgone

AllthistimeI'mjustsilent,Idon'tevenknow

thisgrandpaHadebeandthethoughtofbeing

surroundedbythathugefamilywhileI'm

pregnantandhavingtowatchPumpkinis

enoughtomakemyanxietyshootup

Alwa:andihlelinohlalakuleGoliyenu.I'mjust

pickingupuKwandoanduManqobahasthings

todo.Weareleavingngo6

Li:andbaphiabantwana?

Alwa:bashiyekile.AbasibooHadebemosabo

bantusondibashiyenoDabawowabo

LiandIlaughed,Alwaisthatkindofparent,she

willbeveryenoughofyouquicklywhetheryou

areherchildornot

Li:lolIfeelbadforthosekidsyaz.NyanIdo

Alwa:hayiLimilefeelbadformnabruh.Anqobe



justturned10andhethinksheismysecond

husband.Ndimncamilegqithilamntana

Wespendtwohourswithher,listeningtohergo

onabouthowherkidsaredrivinghercrazy,

LimileandIcan'tstoplaughingandpumpkinis

enjoyingtheattentionfromherauntshame.

Around6Manqobaarrivedtofetchhiswife,I

stillfeeluncomfortablearoundthatguy.Hehas

toomuchmoneyformyliking.Aftertheyleave,

Icooksupperwhilebaewatcheshisdaughter

thenheisinmykitchenbeforeI'mevendone

Li:guesswhatKwandilejusttoldme

Me:thatKwandoispregnant

Him:waitwhat?Kwandoispregnant?How?

Kwandoisn'tevendating?

Me:OKclearlythat'snotwhatKwandiletoldyou

sowhatdidhetellyou?

Hejumpedonthecounterandsatonit.Where

ismychildngobayenaheisnowcrowdingmy



spacelookingforgossip?

Him:noleavethat.Iwanttoknowabout

Kwandobeingpregnant

Me:Iwasjoking.WhatdidKwandilesay

Him:AbongiweisKwandopregnant?

Me:callherandIask.Idon'tknow

Hefrowns,creasinghiseyebrowsandlooking

sodamnadorable.Whatayesesmahnguys.I

finishstirringthebeefstew,closethepotthen

standbetweenhislegs.Igoonmytoesto

placeakissonhislips

Him:stopbribingmewithkisses

Me:stoplikingnews

Him:mxmletmegoplaywithmydaughter

becauseyouarekeepingsecretsfromme

Ilaugh.Thedramathatcomeswiththis

gorgeousidiotofmine.Heleavesmetofinish

cookingthenhebathshisdaughterwhileIdish



up.Theycomeback,sheisdressedinawhite

lightonesie,heplacesheronthefeedingchair

andIfeedherpuritywhichshespitsbackatme

Me:Usithandilemahn!

I'mnowcoveredinbutternutpurityandsheis

gigglingwhileclappingherhands

Li:isittheveggieone?

Inodwhiletryingtowipemytop.Thischildis

goingtodrivemecrazy

Him:shehatesthevegetablesbabe

Me:sheis5monthsold,shedoesn'thavemuch

preferenceinlife,shewilllikewhatmommy

wantshertolike.

Him:wellthenmommywillendupwithpurity

alloverherinthatcase

Igivehimthestinkyeyeandhetakesover

feedinghischild.I'moverhernow.Hedecides

toswapthebutternutforapplesandhefinishes



feedingherwithacleanT-shirt.Mxmmustbe

nice.Whentheyaredone,weleavedaddyto

cleanupinthekitchenwhilewewatchdiski

divas...theEngrish,theratchetbehaviorandthe

wholeideaofthatshowisentertainingandI

findmyselflaughingevery5secondswhile

pumpkinismoreinterestedineatingtheremote.

ShefallsasleepinmyarmsbeforeIsibayaeven

startssoItakeheruptothenursery,tuckherin

thenkisshercheek

Me:goodnightmylittlediva.Mommylovesyou

somuch

Thereisnoliethere,Iloveherandsheisadiva.

LiisstilldryingthedisheswhenIwalkintothe

kitchensoIwrapmyarmsaroundhimfromthe

backthenrestmyheadonhisback

Li:youwantmypenisdon'tyou

Igiggle,Ican'thelpmyselfbecauseIwasn't

expectingthat



Me:lolwhatiswrongwithyou?Youarenot

eventhatsexy

Heturnsaround,nowwearefacingeachother

andhehasthispervertedsmirkonhisface.It's

cuteandannoyingatthesametime

Him:reallynow?

Me:mxmyesreally.Iwantnothingofyours,I

justwantedtotellyouthatyourdivaisasleep

whichmeansI'malsoheadingtobed

Him:chillwithmeuntilI'mdonehereplease

thenwecangotobedtogether

Iagree,pourmyselfyogurtandultramelina

dessertbowltheneatwhilewatchinghim

Him:babe

Me:hmmm

Him:isKwandopregnantforreal?

Me:letitgoLimile.Itsnotmyplacetotellyou



Him:OKatleasttellmewhogotherpregnant.

Isshedating?

Isigh,tryingmybesttogetmyselfoutofthis

conversationbutitdoesn'tlooklikeI'mgoingto

succeed

Him:youhidmychildfromme,youoweitto

metotellmethis

Ilaugh,heislaughingtoo.Hehasnochoice.He

isbeingridiculous

Me:lolwhat?Thatmakesnosense

Him:lolitdoes.I'mcashingin.StarttalkingMrs

Hadebe

Irollmyeyes,I'mmarriedtouMaMgobhoziyaz

guys.I'venevermetaguythatlikesgossipas

muchasthisonedoes,thattimeI'mnoteven

houndinghimforwhateverKwandiletoldhim

Me:yhoitsbadyaz.KuRough,kuTough,

kuBuuurd.



Him:babyhaw

Me:OKfine.I'lltellyou

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*KWANDO*

"Ididn'tfallinlovewithyou,Iwalkedintoitwith

myeyeswideopen."

Hadsomeonetoldme15yearsagothatI'dbe

pregnantat25withMihle'schild,Iwouldhave

laughedattheirpersonfortworeasons,firstly

becauseIwas10yearsoldwhenImetMihle

andhewas8.WewerebothkidsbutIalways

knewIwasolderthanhimsothatwouldnever

happenandthesecondreasonwouldhave

beenthatI'maprincessandhewasmoreofa

pauper.HimandhisbrotherAlakhebutlookat

usnow,we'vebeentogetherforalmosttwo

yearsandIcouldn'tbehappier.Yesourbaby

wasn'tplannedandwouldprobablybe

nonexistentrightnowifitwasn'tforAbongiwe.

ThesummerAbongiwespentwithmyparents



changedalotofthings,itchangedhowIsaw

herasaperson,shehasagoodheartandI've

alwaysbeentoomuchofabitchtoadmitthat

butallthatattitude,rudenessandarrogance

wasaprotectionmechanism.Beingthelast

borninasuchahugefamily,especiallyone

withsomanymaleshasn'tbeeneasyonme

whilegrowingup.Mydadandmybrotherswere

anightmareonmysociallifesoIrebelled

beforeIreachedhighschoolandfirstyearof

highschoolIlostmyvirginitytoLimile'sbest

friendatthetimejusttospitehimandallmy

brothers.Ihadmyfirstsipofalcohollaterthat

sameyearandwhenIcamehomedrunkone

Fridaynight,Ithoughtmydadwasgoingtokill

mebuthereservedmyearlydeathforwhenhe

foundweedinmyroomjustafewdaysafter

newyearsthefollowingday.I'mnotproudofit

butIreallydidgivemyparentsgriefbutitwas

myonlywayofgettingtheirattention,as

KwandileandIgotolder,ourparentsjustgot



preoccupiedwiththelivesofourothersiblings

andwewereneglected.Mytwinburiedhimself

inschoolworkandsportswhileIthrivedin

alcoholandsex.BythetimeIreachedmatric,I

hadprobablysleptwithover10guysfromjust

ourschoolalonebutIneverdatedanyofthem.

Ineverdatedinhighschoolactually,hadmy

firstboyfriendatUKZN.Hewasanhonor's

student,alwaysbusybuthewasniceandgood

lookingplushetreatedmelikeaqueen.We

lastedfor2yearsorsobeforehefoundajob

eMthathaandthatwastheendofthat,itsnot

likeIwasinlovewithhimoranythinglikethat

butIdidlikehim.SothesummerAbongiwe

cametovisithastobethemostawkward

Decemberforme,Istillgetgoosebumpsjust

thinkingaboutit

Me:youlookniceMrsSmith,whereareyou

going?

Mom:youknowyouwon'tburnupinflamesor



turntoiceifyoucalledmemom

Me:IknowbutMrsSmithsoundbetter.Makes

mepictureyouasAngelinaJolie

Webothsharealaugh,sheishavingjuiceinthe

kitchenwhileIopenthefridgeandtakeouta

canofredbull.Ialwaysstartmydaywith

caffeine,Ican'tstandcoffeesoIoptforenergy

drinks

Her:I'mgoingtotheairport

Me:whoiscomingover?Goshwealwayshave

peopleinthishouse,asifthisfamilyisn'tlarge

enoughasitis

Her:Kwandodon'tstart.Heisfamilyandhehas

missedus

IfrowninconfusionasIopenmycanandtake

asip.Takeslikeheaven

Me:whoisthisnow?

Her:Mihle



YhoIdon'tevenrememberthelasttimeIheard

thatname.Ihaven'tseenthatkidsinceheleft

togotoWestvilleboyshigh4yearsago.Hewas

15atthetimeandsoawkwardandskinny.

Me:ohthatchild.OKhavefun.I'mprobably

goingtogooutorsomethingsoIwon'tbe

homewhenyoucomeback

Her:nothingnewaboutthatandLimile's

girlfriendiscomingtovisitonSunday

Me:what?Why?Momseriouslyyoucan'tdo

thattome

Her:itsyourcousin'sgirlfriend,thisisnotabout

you.Bye

ShetookthekeystoherGwagonandwalked

out,mymomissuchabossthoughandsheis

freakengorgeous.ApparentlyItookalotofher

looksandKwandiletookdad'sbecausemytwin

isasyellowaseverandI'monthecaramelside

oftherainbow.AfterI'vetakenashowerIget



dressedinnavylaceshorts,ablackthinstraps

topandblacklouboutinloafersWiththespikes.

Idon'tevenknowwhereIwanttogobutIknow

IwanttogosomewheresoIcallmyfavorite

auntasIdriveoutthegate,auntieLolz.Shejust

getsmeandshesharesherwinewithme,mom

doesn'tknowyet

Lolz:heybabygirl

Me:myfavoriteaunt.Areyouhome?

Her:yes,I'mcatchinguponGossipgirl

Ilaugh.Shehasprobablywatchedall6seasons

amilliontimes,itspartofherroutinefor

Saturdaylatemornings

Me:lolgoshyourobsessionwithChuckBassis

gettingridiculous

Shelaughstoo.IloveauntieLolz,sheisso

chilledandlaidbackplusyouneverfindkids

runningaroundherhouselikeyoudowithmy

mom'sotherfriends.HonestlyIwanttobelike



her;rich,nokids,nohusbandandahugehouse

withawinecellar.Ipullupatherhouseafter

sheopensthegateformeandsheisstanding

atthedoorwithtwoglassesofchampagne.

SeewhatImean?Sheisamazing.Wesharea

hug,shehandsmemyglassandIfollowright

behindher

Me:whatseasonareyouontoday?

Her:I'mnotevensurebutit'stheonewith

PrinceLouis

Me:Ilovethatseason.IlovehowChuckwas

claimingthathewasBlair'sloveofherlifeand

anyoneelsewasjustawasteofhertime

Her:andthenyouexpectmenottolovethat

man

Wewatchedthatwholeseason,laughing,crying

andlaughingsomemoreandofcourse

downingthechampagne.Itsaround4pmwhen

Idecidetogohome,itsbeenagreatdaybut



MrsSmithhasbeenblastingmyphonesince

2pm.Istopbythegarage,buylotsofgum,a

bottleofwaterand24packsofredbull.I'm

downingthewaterasIdrivehomethenthrow

twopiecesofguminmymouth.WhenIget

homeitsbuzzingasalways,howIwishIhad

stayedatauntieLolzfortherestofDecember

Mom:KwandoI'vebeencallingyoufortwo

hoursnow

Me:Iknowmom,myphonewason.I'mgoing

totakeaquickshowerthenI'llcomedown

Imakemywayupstairs,tryingmybestnotto

triponthestairsthentakeaquickshower.

Showersaremiracleworkers,Ipromiseyou.I

putonmypyjamashortsandavestthenslide

myfeetintomyslippersandmakemywayto

Kwandile'sroom.Idon'tevenknock,Ijustwalk

in.Ihaveallmyfocusonmyphonesomyhead

islowered



Me:twinIneedafavor

ItsafterIhadfinishedmysentencethatIlifted

myeyesandIthinkmyheartstoppedfora

second.Whothehellwasthisnow?Theway

thetowelwaswrappedaroundhisbody,the

intensityofthosev-lines,hisabsweresoout

thereandthoselips.Ineedtostarthanging

aroundmybrotherifhehassuchhotfriends.

Wow.IfoundmyselfswallowinghardasI

lookedatthisguy.

Kwandi:yeswhat'sup?

Me:huh

Kwandi:yousaidyouneedafavor,what'sup?

I'mstilllookingatthisguyandhesmiles,not

toomuchbutenoughformetoconcludethat

heisn'treal.Thereisnowaysuchaguyexists

especiallyaphaeBhayi.Noway

??:heyKwando



Heknowsmyname?Butthenagainthereis

somethingfamiliarabouthimbutIcan'tputmy

fingeronit

Me:uhmhi

I'mfrowningandsmilingatthesametime.My

insideshaveprobablyturnedtowarmicecream

rightnowandallthatwetnesshasmoveddown

southbecausethisguyisaturnonandahalf

Kwandi:twinyouarebeingsoweirdbruh.

That'sMihle

Me:what?Nowaybruh

Mihlelaughs,actuallytheybothlaughandI

don'tbuyit.Mihlewasneverflames,OKhe

wasn'tuglybuthewasskinnyandawkward.

Thereisn'tanythingskinnyaboutthisguyand

nothingawkwardapartfromthefactthatheis

makingmefeelawkward

Mihle:loldon'ttellmeyoudidn'trecognizeme



Me:uhmit'snotlikeyoustilllookthesame

Mihle:I'vebeenplayingsocceronanintense

levelforthepastcoupleofyearsandthe

trainingrequiresanextremeworkout.Anyway

letmegogetdressed.Wellcatchuplaterguys

WiththatsaidhewalkedoutandIlookedat

Kwandile

Kwandi:what'sthislooknow?

Iclearmythroatthenthrowmyselfonhisbed

Me:look?Whatlook?Idon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout

Him:hmmmyouactingWeird.Anywaywhat

favordidyouwant?

Me:ohIwantdatabro.Khawenzemahn

Him:sayplease

Me:reallyKwandile?Youknowthatword

doesn'texistinmylife.Khawenzewethu.



[08/18,15:38]Mca:*KWANDO*

"Neversettleforanythinglessthanbutterflies."

AsmuchasatthetimeIwasn'tawareofit,Ifell

inlovewithMihlerightthereinmybrother's

room.Myheartwouldraceeverytimewe

bumpedintoeachotherinthepassageorwhen

wewouldbeinthesameroom.Mymouth

wouldgocompletelydrywhenIheardhisvoice,

hedidn'tevenhavetobetalkingtomebut

hearingitalwaysleftmefeelingsomethingI've

neverfeltbefore.I'vebeenattractedtoguys

beforebutneverlikethisandhisbodywasjust

godly,thethighs,thebowlegsandhisbiceps.

Aingeke,Iwasgoingtolosemymindbecause

ofthisguy,howisitevenpossiblethatI'm

squirmingoutofmycomfortzone,feeling

foreignthingsbecauseofakid.PhelaMihleisa

teenager,I'm21andheis19.Ijustfinished

varsityandhejuststartedvarsitybutnothing

aboutthewayhemademefeelsaidhewasa



kid.Itsbeentwoweekssincehegothereand

I'vebeenthrowinghintsbutnothingfromhis

side.Itswasasifhewasseeingasisterinme

orsomethingandwhenItoldAbongiwelast

weekwhenshewasherethatIhaveacrushon

him,Ididn'ttellherhisnameobviously,shesaid

Ishouldmakemymove.Hellno.Sheiscrazy,

I'mKwandileMacySmith,Igetchased,Inever

dothechasing.Tonightisdatenightformy

parents,itsthe15thofDecemberandweare

stuckathomewatchingthekids.Thereare

alwayskidshere.Allthetime.Qhawe,Loyiso,Li

andShaunareoutsoitsjustme,Kwandile,

Mihleandthekids.I'minmyroom,earphones

pluggedinandstalkingBonangonInstagram.

I'mobsessedwithQueenBandSupaMega,

theyaresoadorabletogether.Whenmydoor

opens,Itakeoneheadsetoutmyearthensitup

Kwandile:wearehittingthebeachtomorrow,

thereissomemusicfestivalhappeningthere



Me:definitelybro,countmein

Him:wejustmadealotofpopcornandweare

watchingmoviesinthetheaterroom,wanna

join?

Ishakemyhead,withMihlegivingmezero

attentionwhileI'mgoingcrazyoverhim,I've

justdecidedtoavoidhim.Itsforthebest

Him:comeonKwando.Wearewatchingall

yourfavorites.Thenotebook,TheVow,Not

EasilyBrokenandDearJohn

HehadmeatDearJohn,I'mobsessedwiththat

movieandIwon'tmissitjustbecauseofa

19yearoldkidthatwon'tlookatmetwice.I

leavemyphoneonthebed,doaquickcheckin

themirrorandwhenI'mgoodtogoIheadout

tothetheaterroomonthetopfloor.

Me:wherearethekids?

Kwandi:asleep.Wearewatchingall4movies

right?Noonefallsasleepbeforetheyareover



Me:I'mgame

AllthistimeIhaven'tlookedinMihle'sdirection,

heistypingonhisphonewhichmakesme

wonderifheisdating.Someoneremindme

againwhyIcare?

Kwandi:heeehMihleyouhaven'tputyourphone

downtoday,youhaveagirlnoworwhat?

I'mholdingmybreath,anticipatingtheanswer

whilepretendingtobescoopingpopcornfrom

themachine.Myheartisevenracingandit

speedsupwhenhelaughs.OhsweetJesusthis

istorture

Mihle:lolyeahsomethinglikethat

Iexhalesadly,nowitmakessensewhyhe

wasn'tlookingatmetwice,hehasagirlfriend.

MxmImakeamentalnotetoaskmom

tomorrowmorningwhenthischildisleaving.

Mnasendirightngayengok

Itakeacanofredbullfromthefridge,apacket



ofgummybearsthensitcomfortablyonthe

couchandreclinetheseat

Kwandi:whatdoyoumeansomethinglikethat?

Eitheryouhaveagirlornah

TheyalreadyhavesnackssoIchooseNot

EasilyBrokenfirstanditstarts

Mihle:itscomplicated.WedatedinLondonand

wedidn'tbreakitoffwhenIleftbutI'mnot

goingbacktheresoangisekhokuye

Ifyou'veeverwatchedwrestlingyou'dknow

whoTheUndertakerisandyou'dbevery

familiarofthewayhejustwakesupafterhis

opponentsthinktheyaredonewithhim.My

innerdivajustpulledthatsignatureundertaker

situpwhenMihlesaidthatandIsmilekancinci.

Wearenotsittingnexttoeachotherbutweare

sittingcloseenoughtohaveaflowing

conversationandImustsayI'mhavingagood

time.Welaugh,Icrybecausethesemoviesstill



givemechestpainsandtheylaughatme

becauseI'mcrying.It'sat3:30amthatwe

decidetocallitanightorrathermorning.

Me:Mihleareyoucomingtothefestivalatthe

beachlatertoday?

Hestretches,hisT-shirtrisesupalittleandI

spothisvlines.Thixo.Iswallowhard

Mihle:yeahKwandiletoldmeabout.Beaches

meanhalfnakedgirlsandI'mdownforthatany

day

IrollmyeyesandhimandKwandiledowhat

lookslikeahandshakebutI'mnotevensure

Me:ohgosh.I'mofftobed.Latersguys

Mihlefollowsmetomyroomforsomestrange

reasonandwhenIgettothedoorheleans

againsttheframeandlooksatmewithhalfa

smile.What'shappeninghere?

Me:what'sgoingon?



Him:Ishouldbeaskingyouthat.Iknowyou've

beenavoidingme

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.I

justsatthrough4movieswithyou,howisthat

meavoidingyou?

Hestaredatmeforawhile,myheartisbeating

sofast,I'mafraiditsgoingtostop.Iswallow

spit

Him:hmmmifyousayso.UlalekahleKwando

Me:uhmsure.Sametoyou

Iclosethedoor.Sametoyou?ReallyKwando?

Its11amwhenIwakeupthenextday,Idon't

feellikeI'vebeensleepingfor7hrs.Ineedfood,

IneedashowerandIneedredbullbut

definitelynotinthatorder.Showerfirst

followedbyfoodthenredbull.Aftermyshower

Iwearagreylongsundressthathugsmybody

perfectlyandhaslongslitsoneitherside.Itie

myweaveinamessybunthenheaddown



stairswithmyFentybyRihannaslippers.Those

thingsarecomfortable

Me:morningfamily

Everyoneishere,thekidsareoutside,thesmall

onesaren'tinsightandYandisaisn'theresoI'll

assumetheyarewithher

Loy:isitstillevenmorning?

Me:youlookdrunk

Loy:ndzakbetha

Istickmytongueoutathimandlookformy

foodinthewarmerthenpourmyselfaglassof

water.I'mnotafanofjuiceorcolddrink.Its

eitherwaterorredbull.I'msittingbythe

counterwhenKwandilejoinsme

Kwandi:weareleavingat3

Me:whysoearly?

Him:weneedtostockuponalcoholandmeat

beforeshopsclose.Itsaholidayremember



Me:shootandIstillneedanoutfit

Ifinisheatingthengosuckuptomybrother,I

needmoneyandcurrentlyI'mbroke

Me:QhaweyouknowIloveyouright

Q:Idon'thavemoneyKwando

Dad:youareadoctor,giveyoursistermoney

tchin

HeopenshisWalletwhilemumblingsomething

thatonlyhecanhearthenhetakesout7R200

notesand1R100note.Iwrapmyarmsaround

himthenkisshischeek

Me:thanksbigbro.Youarethebest

Q:notsofast,youarewatchingthetrios

Saturdaynight.SihleandIhavedatenight

Wowsomuchforbrothersisterlylove.Iget

anotherR1500fromLoyiso,R1000fromLiand

R1000frommydad.5grandshouldbeenough

topushmeuntilChristmas.Don'tjudgemebut



Ihaveatalentforspendingmoneyrecklessly.

Wedecidetouseseparatecarsfornowbutwe

willuseonecartogotothebeach.Igrabacan

ofredbull,mycarkeysthenbidthefamily

goodbye

Mihle:Kwandowait,Ineedsomethingat

WalmerparkaswellsocanIcatcharidewith

you

Ican'texactlysayno,Ihavenoreasonto

becauseI'mgoingthereaswell.Hewalks

towardsthedoordressedinstonewashed

denimshortswhichshowhislegsperfectly,a

greyT-shirtwithblackdetailonhischest,a

blackbaseballcapisinhishandsandheis

wearingplainwhiteRoshesneakers.Simpleyet

sohot

Me:youcandriveright?

Hechuckles

Him:yeahIcanandIhavealicense.Igotitlast



yearDecember

Me:comforting

Igivehimmykeys,I'mtootiredtodriveanyway.

ThedrivetoWalmerparkisnice.Wearetalking

aboutnonsense,I'mlaughingthemostbecause

Mihleisfunnyandthisisnotmycrushonhim

talkingbutitsthetruth.

Me:sowhatdoyouwanthere?

WejustenteredandIknowI'mheadingtoZara,

that'swhereI'mgettingmyoutfitfortonight

Him:tospendtimewithyou.You'vebeen

avoidingme

Me:seriously?Pleasetellmeyouarejoking.I

haven'tbeenavoidingyou

Him:thenyouwillhavenoproblemhaving

lunchwithme.Justmeandyou.Yourbrothers

aregoingtoGreenacreanyway

Iswallowspit.Goshthisguythoughanditsnot



likeheisbeingflirtyoranythingexcitinglike

thatbutheisbeinglikealittlebrotherthathas

beenneglectedbyhissister.IdraghimtoZara

whereIbuyridiculouslyexpensivecutoff

shortsandabikinithenwemovetosunglass

hutwhereIgetshadesandIsettleforaloose

covertopfromEdgars.I'lljustwearitovermy

bikini.

Mihle:pleasetellmewearedone

Me:don'trushme.Youwantedtobehere

Helaughsthentakesmyshoppingbagsfrom

me.Atleastheisagentleman

Him:OKifwearenotdonecanweatleaststop

forlunch.I'mhungry

Me:OKIwantsushisolet'sgotoJohnDory's

Iordersushiwithaglassofwinewhilehe

stickstoboringfishandchipsandCastlelite.I

didn'tknowhedrinks.



Me:youshouldtrytheirsushi,it'samazing

Him:Ihaveathingagainstrawfood.I'llstickto

this.Anywaysowhyhaveyoubeenavoidingme?

IrollmyeyesasItakeasipofmywinewhich

tastesamazingbytheway

Me:canwenotgothereagain?

Him:soyoudoadmitthatyou'vebeenavoiding

me?

Me:no.Howdoyouevencometothat

conclusionwhenwehardlyhangout

Him:that'sbecauseInoticeeverythingabout

you

Me:ohplease.Don'tlie

Heplaceshisforkandknifeonthetablethen

leansbackonthechairandstaresatme.Ilook

away

Him:ohyoudon'tbelieveme?



Ishakemyheadwhilekeepingitlowered

Him:Inoticethatyoucan'tkeepeyecontact

withmeforlongerthan5secs,Inoticehow

yourbreathingchangesassoonasIwalkintoa

room,howyoustopwhateveryouaredoingas

soonasyouhearmyvoice,evenwhenI'mnot

talkingtoyouandI'venoticedthatyou'vebeen

avoidingme.Youareneverhomeduringthe

daywhenI'maround,whenyouseemewalk

intoaroomyouarein,youpretendyourbattery

islowandyouneedtocharge.

Iswallowthefoodinmymouthbeforelifting

myheadupandoureyeslockandindeedIlook

awaywithin3secsandhechuckleswhile

shakinghishead

Him:seewhatImean?

Me:soyouonlynoticethethingsthatare

relatedtoyou?Obnoxiousmuch?

Him:no,IwasjuststatingtheobviousbutI



couldgoonifyouwantmeto

Me:humorme

Hetakesasipofhisbeer,hehasn'ttakenhis

Eyesoffmesincehestoppedeating.Hestarts

goingonabouthowhehasnoticedthatI'm

guarded,thatIactmeanandtoughbutstillcry

toThevowandDearJohn,thatIisolatemyself

whenIfeelrejectedandthatasmuchasI'd

neversayit,Ireallylovemysiblings

Him:InoticeeverythingaboutyouKwando.Its

difficultnotto

Me:whyisthat?

Thatwasnotintendedtocomeoutasa

whisperbutI'msotakenbythisconversation

thatIdon'tevenhavecontroloversimplethings

likethevolumeandtoneofmyvoice

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*KWANDO*

"Hebrokedownherwallsandwithouteven



realizingit,shelethimin."

Me:you'llknowassoonasyoustopavoiding

me

Andjustlikethathewentbacktoenjoyinghis

meal.IcouldbeimaginingitbutIthinkwejust

sharedamoment.Hehasbeennoticingmeyet

hehasn'tmadeamoveonme.Heknowsthe

effecthehasonmebuthehasjustbeenStevie

Wondertoallofit.It'saround15:20whenwe

pullupatGreenacres,theconversationfrom

earlierhaslongbeenputtobedandnowweare

talkingabouttonight.WemeettheSmithboys

atShopriteLiqour

Loy:youknowtheydon'thavechampagnehere

right?

Me:Idon'twantchampagne,stopcomingatme

withnonsense

Loyisois30butbehaveslikea12yearold

almost90%ofthetime,alwaysthrowingshade



mywayandannoyingme.Theboysstockupon

beerandwhiskeywhileIthrowinabottleof

greygoose,34packsofredbullandtwobottles

ofDrostdyHof

Li:andthenthewine?

Me:it'sforLiyana

Shaun:fuckno.Putitback

Me:listenwearenotrollingwithyouguysso

Shaundon'tstartwithme

Shaun:Kwandoifyougetherdrunk,I'lldealwith

you

Me:dudecomeonhaw

Theyhadalreadyboughtthemeatsowejust

wenthome,Itookaquickshowerthenworemy

newlyboughtoutfitwithmyFentyslippers,

packedatowel,underwear,toiletriesanda

secondoutfitwhichwasjustjeans,thebeachis

coldintheearlyhoursofthemorning.Ithrew



myphoneandpurseinthereaswellthenwent

downstairs.Theguysdidn'tevenbotherto

change.Thecoolerboxes,campchairsand

braaistandwereloadedinKwandile'sJeepand

wewereofftopickLiyanaupthentothebeach.

YoucannevergowrongwithGqommusicin

Decembersothat'swhatwasblastingthrough

thespeakers.Thevibeatthebeachwason

someotherlevel,DreamTeamwasperforming

whenwearrived.Theboysbraai'dthemeat

whilewechilled,Liyanawithherwineglassin

herhandandmewithmyredcupthathad

vodkaandredbull.EverynowandthenI'dfind

myselfwatchingMihleashestoodoverthe

braaistandwithhiscastleliteinhishand.Ihad

reallyfallenforthisguyandeitherhehadno

ideaorhewasjustignoringit

Liyana:OKwhat'supwithyouandthatguy?

Me:whatguy?

Thereisnoharminplayingdumb



Her:Mihle.Ifyouarenotstealingglancesat

him,heisstealingglancesatyou

Soheiswatchingmetoo.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Idownmyvodkathenpourmoreinthecupand

mixitagain.Aftereating,Igetintothespiritsof

drinking.Wearenottooclosetothecrowdbut

fromwherewearesittingwecanhearthe

musicclearlyandwecanseewhoisperforming

onthebigscreens.Around10mybrothers

decidethatwherevertheywereisboringand

theycomehere.Loyisoiswithhisex,Qhaweis

withSihle,ShaunandLiareontheirown.Atthis

pointI'mgettingnicelydrunkandI'monmyfeet

dancingwithmyredcupinmyhand.They

announcethatAkaisgoingtoperformnextand

Igocrazy

Me:I'mgoingclosertothecrowd

Loy:why?



Kwandi:SupaMegaobviously

Q:Kwandoyouaredrunkbruhrelax

Me:hayidon'truinmyfun.

Mihle:I'llwatchher,Iwanttogetcloserfor

SupaMegatoo

AKAperformsKontrolandMihleandIare

singingalong,jumpingupanddownand

actuallyhavingfun.Bythetimethe

performanceisover,myredcupisemptyand

itsnotbecauseIdrankthevodka,Iprobably

spilleditwithallthatjumping

Me:SupaMegaistheshit

Mihle:hedefinitelyis

Weshouldbewalkingbacktotheothersbutwe

arewalkingtheoppositedirection,closertothe

waterandforsomereasonweareholding

hands.I'mnotsoberenoughtoquestionanyof

this.Westandwherethewaterstopswhenit



washesoff,heiscarryingbothmyslippersand

hisflopsandthewaterfeelsamazingonmy

feet

Me:whyarewehereMihle?

Hedoesn'tlookatmebutlooksstraightahead

Him:Iwantedtogetsomealonetimewithyou.

Angithiyou'vebeenavoidingme

Me:youknowwhyI'vebeenavoidingYou?

I'mdrunksoallsenseofbeingrationalwent

withthatsecondservingofvodkathatIgot

Him:doshare

Me:Iloveyoubutyoudon'twantmeso

whateverIdon'tcare

Hethrowsourshoesadistanceawayfrom

wherewearestanding,nottofarthoughand

forsomereasonIfindthisfunny.Hetakesa

stepclosertome,heistallerthenmesoIfind

myselflookingupathim,Ican'tseehimas



clearlyasIshouldbecauseA,I'mdrunkandB,

itsatnight

Him:youthinkIdon'twantyou?

Iswallowhardwhenhishandsgotomywaist

andhepullsmecloserandourbodiestouch.

I'msogladI'mdrunkforthis.Sobermewould

bemeltingrightnow,drunkmeisallabout

composure.Heliftsmyfacewithhisfingerand

oureyeslock.Whenhislipsbrushedagainst

mineandhekissedmeinawayI'veneverbeen

kissedbefore.Softandcoldlipsgivingmea

slowkissthatmakesmykneesweak.Neither

ofuswanttostop,myarmsgoaroundhisneck

andhepullsmeevenclosertohisbody,his

handssliddowntomyassandhegrabsit

Him:hmm

Heseemssatisfiedbecauseafterthatmoan,he

breaksthekissandstaresatme

Him:sotellmekeMaSmith,whichpartofme



doesn'twantyou?

Hetakesmyhandandplacesitoverhis

manhood

Him:becausethewayIseeit,allofmewants

you

Me:Idon'twantjustsexfromyouMihle,Iwant

more

Him:youwantmoreasin?Youwanta

relationship?

Me:yes.

Him:somebeingyoungerthanyoudoesn't

botheryou?

Me:nobutclearlyitbothersyou

Itriedwalkingaway,honestlyIwasoverthis

wholeconversation.Ican'tbelievehethinksI'm

justgoingtolethimhaveatasteofthecookie

andthenleave.Whatdoesthischildtakemefor?

Heheldmyarm,pulledmetowardshimand



smashedhislipsagainstmine.Thiskisswas

shorterthanthefirstonebutleftmoreofan

impact

Him:itdoesn'tbotherme.Iloveyou,I'veloved

yousinceIwas15,skinnyandnotthisgood

lookingbutIalwaysknewIdidn'thaveashot

withyou.That'swhyIneverwentafteryou.

Me:sinceyouwere15?

Weareholdinghandsandtakingastrollonthe

beachuntilwefindarockthatwesiton.My

headisonhissideandhisarmisaroundme

Him:howarewegoingtomakethiswork?I'm

inJo'burgandyouarehere

Me:IgotaninternshipwithTruelovemagazine

soI'llbeinJo'burgasofnextmonth.Andyour

girlfriendinLondon?

Him:Iendedthat,sheisjusthavingadifficult

timecomingtotermswithit.Whena

relationshipendsduetosuchcircumstances,



itsdifficulttoacceptit

Me:hmmm

Him:IreallydoloveyouKwando

Hearinghimsaythosewordsmademyheartdo

cartwheels.Foronceliquorcouragecame

throughforme.Ayearandahalfintoour

relationship,hewasdoinghisfinalyearandI

wastryingtobuildanameformyselfat

Truelovesowegottoobusyforeachother

despitebeinginthesamecity.Whenhefound

outthatIhadbeensleepingwithoneofmy

coworkershebrokeupwithme.Wewereapart

foralmostayear,mebeggingforforgiveness

almosteverychanceIgotandhewasn'thaving

anyofthat.Itwasactuallyonnewyearseveof

thatsameyearthatwesatdownandtalked,as

drunkaswewere,tilthisdayIstillcan'tgetthe

pictureofthewayhecriedoutofmymind.It

wasonlythenthatIrealizedthatIhadhurthim

farbeyondwhatIhadthought.Ithurtmeto



watchhimlikethatandtoknowIhaddonethat

tohim.That'swhenIdecidedtogrowupandtry

tobuildafuturewiththisguy.

Fastforward2yearslater,(onelongbreakupin

betweenwhichiswhywearetogetherfortwo

yearsinsteadof4)weareexpectingababy

togetherandnoneofmybrothersknowexcept

formytwinalthoughwealmostgotbustedthat

nightwhenwegotdrunkandtheyfetchedusat

eYadini.Ourrelationshipisn'tconventionalbut

theloveisreal,therespectismutualandthe

sexisonsomeseriouslevelofbombdigity.

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*43*

"Everygirlhasherbestfriend,boyfriendand

truelovebutyouarereallyluckyifthey'reallthe

sameperson."

WhyisitthatIhavetosacrificemysleep

becausethisonewantstoknowaboutother

people'sbusiness?Wehadjustgotteninbed,



myheadonhischestandhisarmaroundme.

HonestlyIdoubtI'lleverbeabletofallasleepin

anotherposition

Me:Kwandoispregnant

Li:OKandwhoisthefatherofherchild?

Me:hayiLimilebruhyousaidyouwanttoknow

whethersheispregnantornotandIjusttold

you.I'mnottellingyouherbusiness,itsnotmy

placeto

Him:heeehdaddyisgoingtokillsomeone

Iliftmyheadfromhischestandstareandhim,

thelamponhissideisstillonsohecanseeme

veryclearlyrightnowandI'mnotimpressed

withhim

Him:what?

Me:andhowwilluncleSosoknow?

Him:shewillstartshowingatsomepointsohe

willknow



Me:hmmmyoubetternottellhim

Him:hawbabyourgossipstaysbetweenus.

Yizandiphuze

Ismile,movemyheadupthenwekissbefore

webothdriftofftosleep.Twodayslaterweare

packingforGrahamstown.Wewillbeusingthe

companyjetsoI'minnorushbutbaewantsus

togettherebeforeit'sdark

Me:howbigisyourgrandparents'house?Phela

yourfamilyislarge

Him:it'sanaveragehouse,Ithinkthereare6or

7bedrooms

Clearlywedon'thavethesamedefinitionof

average.

Him:I'mjustbummedthatgrandpaHadebe

diedbeforeyoumethim

Me:butbabyitwasn'tyourfaultthathewasn't

wellenoughtotravelforourwedding



Him:yeahbutatleastyouwillmeetuGogo.She

isnice,youwillloveher

WeleaveJo'burgat2pm,Usithandileisrestless

andAvengerisenjoyingdoingallthekicking

insideme.Thatboybetterendupplayingfor

BarcelonaorManchesterunited.Ohyeswe

foundoutthesexofthisbabyandLimileisover

themoon,hehasn'tstoppedsmilingsincewe

leftthedoctorsofficeyesterday.AllI'mbeing

toldaboutthewholedayisthatImusttakecare

ofhisboy,Imustnotstarvehisboyetc,heis

evenstartingtoannoymebutIlovehis

excitement.Itscute.WelandinPEat4pmand

mydaughterisfastasleep.Icarryherintothe

carthatiswaitingforus,itsQhawe'swhitex6

Me:heyQhawe

Q:heyAbongiwe.Uright?

Me:ngiyaphilaheyandyou?

Him:alliswellonmyside.



Liloadsthebagsinthecarthentakesthefront

seatwhileUsithandileandIchillattheback.

Li:how'smama?

Qhawesighs.I'mevenstartingtofeelsadfor

auntieLwa,Idon'tknowwhatI'ddowithoutmy

dad

Q:sheistryingherbesttostaystrong.Herand

daddyarealreadyinGrahamstown,wearejust

goingtodrivethereat5pm.Wearestillwaiting

forKwandile,hedrovefromCapeTown

Li:haveyouseenKwando?

Thisonecan'tkeephismouthshuttosavehis

life.Iclearmythroatloudenoughforhimto

pickupwhatitmeansexactlyandjudgingfrom

thewayhechuckled,heknows

Q:nahIhaven'tseenher,sheisalsoin

Grahamstowntownalready.SheleftwithAlwa

Me:sowhoisgoingtobeleavingwithus?



Q:itsalotofusAbongs...me,Sihleandthetrios.

Loyiso,Tshegoandtheirdaughter,Kwandile

andyouguys

That'salready12peopleanditsnoteventhe

wholefamily.Thisfamilyishugengeke.I'm

alreadytirednjefromeverythingthatwillbe

happeningandasoMakoti,Sihle,TshegoandI

areinforit.Aspredicted,at5weleavePEina

convoyof3cars.WegettoGrahamstownat

half6,thesunissettingbutitsnottoodarkyet.

Theyardisfilledwithcars,you'dswearthe

funeralistoday.LitakesUsithandilewhoisnow

awakeandwewalkin,wegreeteveryonethen

Litakesustohisgrandmother'sroom,sheis

sittingonthemattresswithablanketaround

hershoulders

Li:sawbonagogo

ShesmileswhensheseesLithenlooksat

UsithandileandIthensmilesevenmore.Sheis

old,probablyinherearly80snowbutyoucan



stilltellthatshewasflamesbackinherdays

Gogo:Limilemfana.Ninjani?

Us:siyaphilagogo

Gogo:wuyeumakotilo?

Li:Yebogogo.NguAbongiwelo,uMaDube.

SthandwaSamthisismygrandmother,

uMamHadebe

Ugogodemandshugsandshegetsthemthen

shetellsustoleaveUsithandilewithherandI'm

morethanhappyto.Ihaven'tspottedauntie

Lwayetbuteveryoneischillinginthelounge.I

countwithmyeyesandIspot29people.Ieven

seeAlwa'skids,thesamekidsthatshesaidshe

wasgoingtoditch

Sakhi:guyslet'stalksleepingarrangements

beforeitgetslate

KK:itseasy,thosethathaveroomshere,will

sleephere.That'salreadyMe,youandLwa



sortedthenthereare4roomsstillavailable.1

hastobeusedbythekidsthenLoyiso,Qhawe

andYandisacanusetheotherones.

Izoneoutofthiswholeconversation,I'mstill

stuckonthelargenessofthisfamily.Litellsme

wewillsleepathisandAlwa'shousethatused

tobelongtotheirparents.ApparentlyKwando

andYandisahaditcleanedupwhentheygot

here.AtleastIwillgettoescapethisforawhile.

AuntieLwawalksinwithuncleSosoand

anyonecanseethatsheisn'ttakinganyofthis

well.Shegreetsthengoesupthestairswhile

leavinguncleSosowithus

Soso:webroughtfoodguys,itshouldbe

enough

Tshego,Sihle,Kwandoandmyselfheadtothe

kitchentodishup.3KFCbuckets,5boxesof

Roman'spizza,52.25lofcolddrinkand32l

boxesofLiquifruit.Wedishupforeveryone,I

warmupUsithandile'spuritythentakeit



upstairs.Sheisstillwithgogo,Ileavethepurity

withGogothengobackdownstairstoeat.We

decidetoeatinthekitchen

Me:KwandoLiknows

Ihadtogivehertheheadsupandshedoesn't

seemphasedbyanyofthis

Kwando:itsfine.Yandisaknowsaswell.Mihle

toldAlakheandAlakhetoldYandisa.I'mgoing

totellmyparentsafterthefuneral.Iftheyhate

meafterwardsthensobeit.Ijustwanttoenjoy

thiswithoutfeelingguiltyaboutit

Shehadapoint.Oneshouldenjoypregnancy,

I'mhavingthetimeofmylifewithmine.Ithank

Godeverydayforthislittlemiracleofours.At

around8pmI'mexhausted,myfeetareswollen

andIthinkLiseesthatbecausehesuggests

thatweshouldgetgoing.Alwawasn'thaving

anyofthesleepingatthathousebusinessso

sheendedupwithManqobaatahotelso



Yandisaendedupcomingwithusbecause

sleepingwithOyamaunderthesameroomas

uncleSosowasgivingheranxiety.Sheisweird

thatone.Shaunendeduptakingtheroom

Yandisawasgoingtouse.Li'shousewasnice,

oldbutnice,homeyandcomfortable.Hesetup

thetravelingcotwhileItookabaththenputhis

daughtertobed.WhenIwasdonegetting

dressed,Ijoinedeveryoneinthelounge

becauseasmuchasIwastired,Iwasn'tsleepy

Oyama:how'smyfavoritepatientdoing?

Yaya:hehasaweirdobsessionwithpregnant

women.That'swhyIendedupwithsomany

kids

Ilaugh,theyaresocutetogetherandtheirkids

aregorgeous.Thoseeyesmakethemthemost

gorgeousbabiesinthefamily.

Me:meandmylittleavengeraregood.Wehad

togetanotherdoctorinJo'burg,heisn'tas



goodasyouthoughDrShabane

OyamasmileswhileYandisarollshereyesand

LimilegivesmealookthatItotallyignore.Vele

thatdoctorisn'tasgoodasOyama.Hemust

notthinkfunnythingsaboutwhatIjustsaid.

Oyama:that'sgoodtoknow.Doyouknowwhat

youarehavingyet?

Li:aboy.Ican'twaitformysontogethere.I

evenhaveanameforhim.Istayedupthe

wholenightthinkingofanameanditcameto

me

Yaya:doshare

YeahheneedstosharebecauseIdidn'tknow

wewerenaminghim4monthsbeforehegets

here.Heshakeshisheadandlaughs

Li:allI'mgoingtoshareisthathisnamestarts

withO.That'sallyouaregetting

Oyama:aaahmanI'mhonoredhey.Ididn't



knowyoulovemethismuch.Nohomo

Weallbrokeintolaughter

Li:lolniggayouwish.I'mnotnamingmychild

afteryou.Fuckno.

Ipassoutthemomentmyheadhitsthepillow,I

needalltherestIcangetbecausecome

tomorrowwhichisthedaybeforethefuneral,

thingswillbecrazy

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*44*

"Griefislove'sunwillingnesstoletgo."

Thefuneralwasdignified,sadbutallinallit

wentwell.AfterthefuneralwespentSaturday

eveningasafamily,everyonereminiscingabout

grandpaHadebeandfromwhatIheard,hewas

agoodman.Afewmonthspassedanditsnow

April,Ididn'tgainmuchweightduringthis

pregnancybutthestomachishuge.I'vebeen

gettingthekickssomuchthatatsomepointI

wantedtojustremovemystomachandputit



aside.Usithandileisnow9monthsold,itsso

weirdthatI'm9monthspregnantandsheis

9monthsold.SheisanOlympiccrawler,Idon't

evenbotherchasingherwhensheiscrawling

around,Ijustwatch.I'mtooheavyforsuch

activities.Mywaterbreaksonthe29thofApril

andallIprayforisthatIdon'tgointolaborfor

morethanacoupleofhours,I'vegrownso

impatientwithavengerthatIjustwanthimout

ofme.Hisfather,myhusbandandloveofmy

lifethatIcurrentlyhateatthemomentisbymy

side.IhatehimbecauseofallthepainI'm

goingthroughbutwhenIhearmybaby'scry,Li

andIlookateachotherandhesmileshappily

whileallIwanttodoissleep.I'mexhausted.

Li:babyheisdefinitelymine.Heisdarkand

cuteandperfect

DidhejustsaythebabythatIcarriedfor

9monthsbecauseheputitinmeisdefinitely

his?Whowashethinkingitwasallalong?I'll



dealwithhimwhenIwakeup,I'mtootired.I

can'tbelieveI'mamotheroftwonow.The

chaos,themess,thehappinessandthejoythat

isabouttofillourhomewillbeblissful.WhenI

wakeupmyroomispackedwithHadebe

people,thesepeopleneedrealjobsbecause

theyhavetoomuchtimeontheirhands.Myson

isinhisfather'sarms,Idon'tthinkthepoorkid

hashadachancetoevenrest.I'msurehe

thinkstheworldisaplacewithnoprivacyand

hewantstogobacktomommy'stummy.Have

ImentionedhowIhaven'tmethimyet?9

monthsIlethimliveinsideofmeandI'mthe

lastpersontomeethim.Isituponthebedand

Ifeelsoawkwardrightnowbutwhenmyeyes

landonKwandoandherbelly,Ismile.I'mglad

I'mpassedthat.Iclearmythroatandonlythen

dopeople'seyesmovefrommychildtome

Li:myangelyouareup

Me:givememychildLimile



ThewayIsaidthatmadeeveryonelaugh,they

probablythinkI'mjoking

Lwa:congratulationsAbongiwe.Heisbeautiful

Ismile,Iwouldn'tknowbecauseIhaven'tseen

him.Ligentlyplaceshiminmyarms,hehashis

eyesclosedbutaaahmanheisperfect.

Chocolateskinandtinyeverything.Such

perfection

Alwa:haveyouguysnamedhimyet?

Li:Oyintandoyenkosi

Me:what?

Yaya:thatisthelongestnameever.Poorkid

Li:itmeansheisGod'swill

Imeltonthespot.Yesitsridiculouslylongbut

itsbeautifulwithabeautifulmeaning

Soso:greatname

Me:yeahbabyitsanamazingname



Li:youalsohavetonamehimkalokbabyand

babomncaneSakhile

Sakhile:Sbonginkosi

Yhohayithesepeopleareputtingpressureon

me.Thesestrongandmeaningfulnamesand

allIwanttodoiscombinemynamewithbae's

name.Itakeonemorelookatmybabyboyand

I'msoinlove.Mykidsareperfection

Me:OyintandoyenkosiSbonginkosiAlibongwe

Hadebe

IsaythenameIcomeupwiththesoftest.Ilike

itthough.Heisaproductofthetwoofusand

thekidneedsarelaxedname

Yaya:Alibongweiscute.Iloveit

Everyonelaughs,Yandisaisasuckerfor

romanceandshedoesn'thideit.Laterthe

squadleaves,KwandohasUsithandilesoI'm

justwithmyboysnow.Oyintandoisfedand

asleep.Hisfatherisstillobsessedoverhim



Li:thankyoumyangel.Thankyouformarrying

me.Thankyouforourkids.Thankyouforbeing

younje.Iloveyoumyangel

HekissesmedeeplyandIfeelhisloveand

appreciationinthatonekiss.Twodayslatermy

sonandIgotdischarged,Ihadhadenoughof

thathospitalandIjustneededmyownspace.

Whenwegothome,therewasnosurprise

welcomehomebabyshowerwhichIwas

gratefulfor.Pickingupababyfromsocial

servicesandpushingoneoutaretwodifferent

things,rightnowIhadnoenergyforpeople.

Me:thankyousomuchforwatching

Usithandileguys.

Mihle:itwasgoodpracticeplusshewasn'ta

handful

Kwando:yesshewas.Shecrawlseverywhere

andpullseverythingtotheground.Youcan't

evengetmadatherbecausesheissocute



Ilaugh,LimilewentuptoputOyintandodown

sincehewassleepinganyway.Ithrewmyself

onthecouch,IthinkIneedatwoweeks

vacationjusttopreparemyselfforthesekids.

LaterthatdayMihleandKwandoleft,Iwentto

sleepwhilehubbycookedupastorm.Itookmy

babiesfromthenurseryandgotinbedwith

bothofthethem.Mynapwasinterruptedbya

callfrommydad,ohgoshIhadcompletely

forgottentotellhimthatOyintandohasarrived.

Me:babaunjani?

Dad:I'mwellAbongiweandhowareyou?

Me:justtired.Iwasjustabouttocallyouyaz

baba

Him:lies.YouarealiarwenaAbongiweand

whymustIhearfromSmith'swifethatyougave

birth.AmInotyourfather?

Irollmyeyes,yeshehaseveryrighttobeupset

butthedramaguys,Iwasn'treadyforit.



HonestlyIwasn'they

Me:it'sbeenacrazycoupleofdaysbaba,Ileft

myphonewhenIwenttothehospital.

Ngiyaxolisa

Him:hmmmsoitsaboy?Good.Everyman

needsason

Isensedabitoflowkeyshadebeingthrownmy

waybutIignoredit.Mydadhasatendencyof

sulkinglatelyanditgetsworsebytheday

Me:hisnameisOyintandoyenkosiSbonginkosi

AlibongweHadebe

Him:thosearegreatstrongnames,I'mnottoo

sureaboutAlibongwebuttherestaregreat

Againwiththeshadethrowing,thismanis

havingafieldday

Me:hawbabaIgavehimthatname

Him:hmmmanywayIwanttoknowwhenare

yougoingtoDurban



Me:Durban?Whatfor?

Him:soyourmothercanhelpyouwiththebaby.

Youaresupposedtobeawayfromyour

husbandfor3months

IchuckledinthemostsarcasticwayIcould,my

husbandwillhavenoneofthat.3monthsofnot

seeingmeandhiskids,thatwon'twork

Me:youcan'tbeseriousbaba

Him:doIsoundlikeI'mjoking?Andyoustill

havetoprepareforthetraditionalweddingin

September

ThismanthinksI'mahousewife,whenwillI

findtimetowork?I'mgoingbacktoworkin

JulysowhenwillIfindthetimetochillwithmy

mother,planaweddingandstillfulfillmywife

duties.AiI'mnotsuperwoman

Me:I'llcallYolandaandtalktoherabouther

cominghere.I'mnotleavingmyhomebaba



Him:youhaveto.It'scultureAbongiwe

Aftergoingbackandforthaboutthisculture,

I'mfedupsoweagreethatI'llcallmymother

anddiscussthesethingswithher.BythetimeI

hangup,I'mnolongersleepybutI'mstilltired

soIjustlayinbedtakingpicturesofmy

gorgeoussleepingbabies.Oyintandobetter

takeafterhisfatherandonlyhavemytemper

becauseifhetakeshisfather'stemper,I'm

doomed

Li:theyarebeautifularen'tthey?

Ididn'tevenhearhimcomein.Bytheyheis

referringtohischildrenandheisright.Theyare

beautiful

Him:thefoodisready,shouldIdishupforyou?

Me:pleasedoandbringituphere

Him:alright

Heplacesakissonhisdaughter'sface,smiles



tohimselfthenwalksout.Hereturnswithfood,

webotheatonthecouchwhilethebabiessleep

onthebed

Me:Ispoketomydad

Li:Iknowwhatyouaregoingtosayand

honestlyIdon'twantyouguystoleave

Me:Idon'twantustoleaveeither

Him:mamasaysyoudon'thavetoleave,she

neverleftwhenshehadYandisaandoKwando

Me:thenI'mnotleaving

Him:hearmeoutbabe.Yourfatherprobably

feelsleftoutrightnow,youareaHadebengok

andIthinkweshoulddothisjustasawayof

showinghimthatwestillrespecthimasan

elderinourlives.

IsighasIpokemyfoodaround,hehasapoint

butthreemonthsisalongtimewithoutwaking

upnexttomyhusband.Thisisprobablywhy



peoplesayhavingbabiesruinstherelationship,

it'snotthebabyitsthisstupidculture

Me:thatmeanswewon'tseeyouforthree

months

Him:youwillseememyangel.Noteveryday

butyou'llseeme.ThereisanotherthingIwant

torunbyyou

Me:OKI'mallears

Him:Iwanttosellthishouse.SthandwasamI

knowyourheartisinKZNandIknowyouare

notgoingtostopworkinganytimesoon,I

wouldn'twantyoutoanywaybutatthesame

timeIdon'twanttodothewholedistancething.

Wearemarriedwithkidsnowsoitsnolonger

justaboutus

Me:OKsowhatdoyousuggest?

Him:goingbacktoDurban.Alwawantsahouse

isJo'burgsincetheysoldManqoba'sbachelor

padinMidrand.Wearegoingtodoan



exchange,I'lltakeherDurbanhouseandshe

willtakethishouse

Me:andwhataboutwork?

Him:Lwasquaredisafamilybusinessbabe,I

canworkwhereverinthecountry

Mustbenicehey.MustbereallynicebutI'm

lovingthisideaofhis.GoingbacktoKZN

wouldn'tsuchabadideaplusI'mnotafanof

theJozifastlife

Him:soareyouupforthemove?

IsmileandIthinkthatwasadeadgiveaway.

HekissesmycheekbutIdon'twantcheek

kisses,ifI'mgoingtobedeprivedofallhis

sexinessforthreemonths,Ineedrealkissesso

Ipullhimtowardsmeandweshareareal

grownpeople'skiss.AweeklaterthekidsandI

werebeingflowntoDurbanviathejet,my

husbandcouldn'tcomewithusbecauseofa

hugeconferencemeeting.Whenwelandedat



theairportLazolacametopickusup.We

sharedahugthenhehelpedmewiththecar

seats.Usithandilewaswideawakeand

Oyintandowasasleep.

Lazola:thislittlemanisdefinitelyLimile'schild

Me:hesaidthesamethingsecondsafterI

pushedhimout.Anywayhowareyoubro?

How'sthegirlfriend?

Him:webrokeup.ShegotajobinCapeTown

beginningoftheyear.Wetriedthelong

distancethingbutsheendedupleavingmefor

someguy

Butthesegirlsthough?Howaretheymara?I

rememberLazolawasthereforthisgirlwhen

shelostherfather3yearsago.Hewasbeing

theperfectboyfriend,supportingherandnow

shedoesthistohim

Me:istheguyrich?

Him:yeahtheyworktogetherbutSphindiwe



hasneverbeenaboutrichguys

Me:seriouslyLazola?Sheleftyouandyoustill

stickupforher?

Him:IguessIstilllovehersis.Thebreakup

justhitmelikeatsunaminje,Ineversawit

coming

Me:Iwouldbeatupthegirlthatbreaksmy

son'sheartandI'msureLimilewoulddothe

sameforsomeonethatmesseswith

Usithandile

Helaughedthenshookhishead.I'mdoingtobe

thatkindofparent,youdon'tmesswithmykids.

I'llcomeforyou.Whenwegottothehouse,my

motherwastherewithauntKhethiwe.The

momentIwalkedin,sherushedtotake

Oyintando,shewasn'ttherewhenIgavebirth

sothiswasthefirsttimeshewasseeinghim

Me:sanibonani

Khethi:unjaniAbongiwe?Asisakwazi



Me:I'mwellma,I'vejustbeenbusybutbythe

timeIleave,youwillbewantingtogetridofme

Shesmiledsweetly.IplacedUsithandileonthe

floorbecauseshewassquirmingtocrawl

everywhere

Me:Lazbruhpleasejustwatchher,shegets

excitedbybreakingthings

AuntKhethiwemademelunchthenwesatin

thelounge,mydaughterwithheruncleandmy

sonwithhisgrandmother.Istillsaythree

monthsistoolongformetobehere

[08/18,15:38]Mca:*45*

"Youcan'ttrulylovesomeoneunlessyoutrust

them."

Beingatmymother'shousehadit'supsideand

itsridiculouslydownside.Shewantedtodo

correctionsforeverythingIdidwithregardsto

thekids,accordingtoherIdidn'tfeedmy

daughterenoughandIdidn'tdressmyson



warmenough.Usithandilehasenergyinbucket

loadswhereasherbrotherissuchasweetchild,

eats,sleepsandpoops.Hedoesn'tcryforno

reasonlikesheusedtodoandstilldoes

becauseoftheattentionshift.Itstheweekend

andLimileisintown,I'vemissedhimsomuch.

Phonecallscanneverreplacebeingin

someone'sphysicalpresence,nomatterhow

longthephonecallis.Hisdaughterhasdecided

tocalmdownbecausedaddyishereandsheis

sittingonhislapwithherheadonhisstomach

Li:someonehasmisseddaddyIsee

Me:nahshejustdoesn'twantyoutopickup

Oyintando.Youknowsheisveryterritorialwhen

itcomestoyou

Hekissesherforeheadandshegigglesloudly.

Suchadaddy'sgirl

Him:sohowwasyourfirstweekhere?

Isurveymysurroundingsandwearealoneso



itssafeformetospeakfreely

Me:allI'mgoingtosayisthatyouneedtohurry

upwiththismove.Mymotheristakingovermy

kids

Helaugh.HethinksI'mjokingthisone

Him:sheisjusttryingtohelpmyangel,lether

Me:Icanneverdoanythingrightinhereyes.

Shehasprobablyruledmeoutasahorrible

mother

Hecockshisoneeyebrowatmeandlaughs.I

needtogobacktomyownhouse,oneweek

downandI'mreadyhey.Itfeelslikeitsabout

time

Him:Imissyouguys.Especiallymywife

Me:gettingtiredoffrozenmeals?

Imadesuretocookashitloadoffoodforhim

beforeIleft,Ihaditfrozeninportionssoallhe

hadtodowaswarmitupandeat



Him:thefrozenmealswereanamazingidea,I

canneverthankyouenoughbabe.Itstheempty

coldbedthatIcan'tgetusedtoandtheclean

house.Withthekidsaround,ourhousewas

loudandmessybutnowit'scleanandquiet

Me:Itoldyouthiswasabadideaandyou

betternotbringhoestothehouse.

Him:lolcanyoujusttrustme?I'venever

cheatedonyouandIneverwill.Iloveyoutoo

much

Me:hmmsoyousay.Lethangiyomlalisa

UsithandilehadfallenasleepandasIwas

abouttotakeher,auntKhethiweoffered,she

tookherandIfollowedherupstairstothe

nursery.Ineededtocheckonmysonanyway

AuntK:Icouldwatchthekidsforyouandyou

andyourhusbandcangoout

Me:really?Areyousure?LastthingIwanttodo

istakeadvantageofyou



Shesmiled.Ilikedher,obviouslyshedoesn't

comeclosetoMaNtombi.Phelathatwoman

hasmyheart

Her:Iwasayoungwifeaswellatsomepoint

andthekidscametooquicklysoIknowhow

muchyoumisshisundividedattention.

Therewasnolieinthat.Imissedhim,Imissus

beforethebabies.Ilovemybabiesthough

Me:thankyousomuch.Pleasedon'thesitateto

givemeacallwhentheygettoomuch.You

knowhowUsithandilecanbe

OyintandowasawakesoIchangedhisdiaper

thentookhimtohisfather.Iwarmedhisbottle

forhimthengaveittoLitofeedhim

Me:wearegoingout

Li:weare?

Inoddedwithasmilethenrushedupstairsto

change.Iputonhighwaistdenimskirt,anolive



longsleevecroptop,nudeblockheelsanda

nudecoat.Ididmymakeup,plumlipstickand

tiedmyhairinaneatbun.Igrabbedmyolive

handbag,threwineverythingIwasgoingto

needthenmademywaydownstairsbumping

intoLukhanya

Luk:youlooknicesisAbongs

Ismiled.Mylittlebrotheristheone,sosweet

Me:thankyouLukhanya.I'mgoingout,whatdo

youwantmetobringforyou?

Him:pizza.Tripledecker

Me:OKbutifyoupromisetosharewithme

Him:Iwill

WhenIwalkedintotheloungeLi'sjawdropped

totheground.GivingmetheexactreactionI

wantedfromhim.

Li:wowmyangelyoulookgorgeous.Wow

Ididatwirlforhim,Ilovethisskirtbecauseit



showsoffmycurvesandmyassnicely

Him:dammitnowIfeelunderdressed

Me:youareFinejustthewayyouare.When

Oyintandowasfull,Liplacedhimonhissleeper,

Ikissedhischeekandweleft.Hetookmeto

oysterboxforalatelunch.Idon'teven

rememberthelasttimewehadadate

Me:youarestaring

Him:Ican'thelpmyself,wowbaby.

Weorderednonalcoholicchampagnewithour

mealbecauseIwasstillbreastfeedingsoI

can'tbedrinkingalcohol

Me:thankyoubabe

Him:IwantustogoseeyourdadbeforeIgo

backtoJo'burg

Me:mydad?Why?

Him:Iwanttorenegotiatethis3monthsthing.

Themovewillbefinalizedwithinamonththen



I'llbethissidefulltime.I'mgoingtoneedyouin

mybedeverynightwhenthathappens

Ichuckled.Heseesmeonceoutofmyjeans

andsweatpantsandsuddenlyhecan'ttakenot

beingawayfromme.HadIknownthat'swhatit

wasgoingtotakethenIwouldhavegottenall

dressedupagesago

Me:lolareyoubeingseriousrightnow?

Him:yesIam.Let'sgotomorrowafterchurch.

WecansurprisehimandMaNtombi

Iwasmissingmydad,lasttimeIsawhimwas

afterUsithandile'sbabylaunchandthatwas

monthsago.Afterlunch,myhubbydecideda

walkonthebeachwouldbeaperfectwayto

endoffourdate.Weleftourshoesinthecar

thenstrolledhandinhand.Iwasreallyenjoying

mytimewithhim,justthetwoofus

Him:IloveyouAbongiwe,neverdoubtthat

Ismiled,myheartiscontentwiththismanright



here.Socontent

Me:Iloveyoutoobabe.

IsawanicecreamtruckandIwantedice

cream,tojustfeellikeakidagain.Webought

twoconesthenheadedforthecar.Bythetime

hedroppedmeoffathome,itwasjustafter6.

Hecameintosaygoodbyetohiskidsthenleft

again

Yolanda:youlooknice

Me:thankyou

Her:didyouhavefun?

Me:Idid.Wehadn'tdonesomethinglikethatin

alongtime

Shesmiled.Iknowshemeanswellandher

concernscomefromagoodplace.Thereisno

doubtaboutthat

Her:I'mglad

Ibathedmykids,fedthemthengotinbedwith



them.Usithandilewasmoreconcernedwith

crawlingallovertheroom,Iwasjustgladthere

wasacarpetonthefloorbecauseitwasabit

cold.ThenextdayIwokeupbrightandearlyfor

church,bathedmykidsthentookashower.Put

onmybodyhuggingmaroondressthatgoes

justbelowtheknee,alightbrownsleeveless

coatandcaramelheels.DressedUsithandilein

ayellowdress,whiteleggingsandawhite

jacketwithyellowpumps.Oyintandowasinhis

navywarmonesie.Ipackedtheirbagssincewe

weregoingtogotoEsikhawiniafterchurch.My

phonerangasIwasfeedingUsithandileher

cerealandwaitingforLukhanyatofinishup.

LazolawasoutdrinkinglastnightsoIdoubthe

isupforchurchtodayandtheparentsare

takingtheirowncar

Me:MrHadebe

Helaughed

Li:MrsHadebe.Areyouguysready?I'malmost



there

Me:yes.I'mjustfeedingpumpkinnowthen

we'llbereadytogo.

Hearrivesafewminuteslaterthenweareoff.

Afterchurch,I'mstarving,that'swhatIgetfor

skippingbreakfast.Wegetboxmastersanda

bucketformydad'shousethenthedrivebegins.

WehadtoleaveLukhanyaatchurchwithhis

parents.Whenwegethome,thehouseiarather

quietwhichmakesmewishIhadcalledbutI

wantedtosurprisemydad.Wewalkedinsince

itwasn'tlocked,nothinginthisworldcould

haveeverpreparedmeforthesoundsIheard.

Sexsoundsinmyfather'shouse.IthinkIfelt

mystomachturningandthismanthatImarried

wasfinished.LaughinglikeheisataTrevor

Noahshow.I'msogladmykidsareyoung

becausethisistraumatizing.OnaSundayeven.

Ididn'tknowwhattodo,doIgoandknockso

thattheyknowI'mhereordoIjustgrinand



bareituntiltheyaredone?

Me:let'sgo

Li:go?Gowhere?

Me:Idon'tknow,Alwa'shousemaybe.Angaz

butIneedtogetoutofhere.We'llcomeback

later

Hewasstilllaughingwhenhedroveusout.

Goshthisisembarrassing.Myfatherisn'tthat

old,heisinhisearly50sbutthethoughtofhim

beinginarelationshipisjuststrangeforme
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BythetimewegottoAlwa'shouse,Iwasfed

upwithLimile.Honestlythesituationwithmy

dadandwhoeverhewasbonkinginthehouse

wasn'tthatfunnyormaybeIchosenotto

entertainthefunnysideofit

Li:babecomeon,youcan'tbemadatmefor



this

Me:mxmwatchme

Itookmyson,headedforthedoor,Alwaknew

wewerecomingbecauseIhadtextedher.She

tookhernephewfrommewhileleadingusto

thelounge

Alwa:hereallyshouldn'tbetraveling.Heistwo

weeksold,heshouldbeathomesleeping

Me:Iknowbutwewantedtosurprisemydad

Li:andinsteadhesurprisedus

Hewasstilllaughing.I'mleavinghimhere.I

swearI'mnottakinghimwithmetoDurban

Me:mxmfuckoffwena

Li:lolthat'swhatyourdadisbusydoing.

Fuckingoffsomeveryvocalwoman

HeplacedUsithandileonthefloorandshe

crawledtous



Alwa:OKguysfillmein

Me:Ineedwinefirst.

IcouldfeelLimile'sdeathstarebutIdon'tcare,

Ineedsomethingtocalmmedown.Alwatold

Nhletobringuswine.Nowtheonethatwas

laughingisallserious,Idon'thavetimeforhim

andhemustn'tcomeformebecauseI'lltellhim

wheretogetoff

Li:Abongiweyouknowyoucan'tdrink

Me:lasttimeIcheckedtherewasnothing

wrongwithmythroatormymouthsoIcan

drink

Him:youarebreastfeeding,youarenotallowed

todrink

Me:GooglesaysIcan.

Thewineglassesandthebottlearebroughtto

usandasmallpartofmeisscaredoftaking

thatsipbecauseofwhatLimightdobutIneed



this.Ireallyneedtocalmdown

Li:AbongiweI'mwarningyou,youdon'tfuck

withmykids'well-being.Ifyoufeelaneedto

calmdownthentakeawalk,thismansionhasa

hugeyard

Hewasn'tjokingandIdon'twanttotesthis

patience.Ibreatheoutloudly

Me:excuseme

I'malmostintears,Idon'tevenknowwhyI'm

crying.I'mprobablystillgoingthroughthepost

birthhormonesbecausehonestlymyfather

havingsexisn'tsomethingtocryabout.Iend

upwalkingaroundtheyardjustasmyannoying

husbandsuggested.Alwa'syardishuge,tothe

extentthatyoucanwalksomuchthatyoucan

nolongerseethehousebutyouarestillwithin

theyard.Isettleunderatreebythelake.Yes

thereisalake.I'mstillintears,theyjustkeep

calmingandwhentheyeventuallystop,my



phonerings.It'sanunknownnumber.Ideclined

thecallbutwhoeverwascallingwasona

missionsoendedupanswering

Me:what?

Avery:Abongiwe

Ohgoodlordyougottabekiddingme.Whyis

thisonecallingme.HeprobablythinksI've

forgottenthatheliedtohismotherandmade

melooklikeabitchthatbrokehisheart

Me:seriouslydude?Nowisnotagoodtime

Him:withyouAbongiwenotimeiseveragood

time

Me:whatdoyouwantAvery?

Him:canwemeetup?IknowyouareinDurban

andI'mthereaswell.Ijustwantustotalk

Me:wehavenothingtotalkaboutAvery.Ifyou

wanttoapologizethenIforgiveyou.Thereisno

needtomeetup.Honestlymylifehasenough



drama.

Him:itsaboutyourdaughter

Mydaughter?WhatdoesAveryknowabout

Usithandile?Hedoesn'tevenknowmydaughter,

hehasneverseenhersincehedidn'tbotherto

cometoourwedding

Me:whataboutUsithandile?

Helaughed,completelyannoyingme

Him:younamedherUsithandile?Wow.Anyway

let'smeetupforbreakfastonMondaywhen

yourhusbandgoesbacktoJozi

Me:seriouslyAvery?Areyoustalkingmenow?

Idon'tknowwherehecamefromorhowlong

hehadbeenstandingbehindmebutthewayhe

yankedthephonefrommyeartoldmethathe

wasn'thappy.Igotupimmediately

Li:howmuchdoyouwantmetofuckyouup

beforeyougetthemessage...ohisthat



so...fuckyouAverybruh...don'tcomeformy

familykwedin,forthemIdon'tmindkillingyou

Hehungupthenthrewmyphoneinthelake.My

iPhone7guys,thephonewasn'tevenamonth

old,ithadallmybabies'pictures,mywedding

pictures.Iwaspissed,Iwon'tevenlie

Me:whatthefuckLimile.Yenzeniiphoneyam?

Li:Icomeoutthehousetocheckonmywife

becauseIfiguredyouwerenotOKandyou

choosetofindcomfortinyourex.Whydidyou

marrymeifyouwantAvery?

Hewasfuming,Ihaven'tseenhimthisangry

sincethatdayatShaun'splacewhenIfirst

discoveredhisangerissues.Iwasn'tscared,I

waspissedaboutmyphone

Me:whyungakwaziukubuzaLimile?Why

assumetheworst?

Him:mxm



HetriedwalkingawaybutIheldhisarmand

pulledhimback

Him:Abongiweyoudon'twanttopissmeoff

Me:andifIdopissyouoffuzokwenzani?

Uzongshaya?

Him:youwantittogetthereneh?Youwantme

tobeatyousoyouwilltakemykidsandgo

shackupwithAvery.Welllistenifyouwantto

gothengo,thedoorisopenbutthosekidswere

bornaHadebesotheyarenotgoinganywhere

Me:ohwow.YouknowwhatI'mtakingmykids

andgoingtomyfather'shouse.Clearlyyou

needspace

Iwashurtbyhiswords,Iwon'tevenlie.I

marchedintothehouse,IpickedupUsithandile

andthemomentLiwalkedin,shestartedcrying

whichfrustratedme

Alwa:Abongiwepleasecalmdown.



Li:ifshewantstoleavethenletherleave.She

willprobablygotoAvery

Me:yeahprobablythat'swhereI'llgo.Atleast

Averydidn'talwaysassumetheworstfromme.

Atleasthetrustedmeunlikeyou

MyhusbandandIwereshoutingateachother,

Usithandilewasscreamingherlungsoutand

nowOyintandowasalsocrying

Alwa:I'mgoingtotakethekidsupstairsand

youtwoaregoingtositdownandtalk.Not

screambuttalkandyouwillnotgetthesekids

backuntilyou'vebothcalmeddown.Myhouse

isnotawarzoneLimile

Nhlehelpherwiththekidsandthey

disappearedupstairsleavingmewithLimile.I

satdownandsodidhebutwedidn'tsay

anythingtoeachother.Wesatinsilencefor

hours,I'dgetuptogetsomethingtodrinkorgo

tothebathroomthencomebackandbecause



hehadaphonehewasbusyonitwhilemine

wasswimminginthelake.Iendedupswitching

theTVonbecausehonestlythiswasridiculous,

Imissedmybabies.Iswitchedtocatchupand

watchedaseasonofHowToGetAwayWith

Murder.I'mahugeShondaRhimesfansoIwas

enjoyingit.IevenforgotthatIwaschillingwith

someoneuntilhisphonerangandheanswered

it.HewaslaughingalittleextraandIdon't

understandwhohewaslaughingwithbecause

I'mhishappiness,I'mtheonewhoshouldmake

himlaugh.Nooneelse.Ididn'twanttoshow

himthatIwasjealoussoIjustkeptquietuntil

hiscallwasoverthenheswitchedtheTVoff

causingmetoturnaround

Li:listenitsgettinglateandIstillhavetogoto

yourfatherandstillmakeittoDurbanbeforeit

getsdark.Oyintandoisbaby,hecan'tbeoutat

night

Me:hmmm



Him:hayiAbongiweyintonihmmmngok?

Me:itshmmm.Itswhateveryouwant

Him:Iwantyoutostopentertainingyourex

Me:hadyounotthrownmyphoneinthelake

you'dknowthatIdidn'tcallhim,hecalledme

andthathisnumberisn'tevensavedonmy

phone

Him:whenyourealizedthatitwashim,why

didn'tyouhangup?

Igavehimalookthatspokevolumes,wemight

bemarriedbuthedoesn'tgettotellmewhatI

shouldandshouldn'tdowithmyphone.What

keepsringinginmymindiswhatdoesAvery

havetodowithUsithandile

Me:howdoesAveryknowUsithandile?

Him:hedoesn't

Me:hesaidweneedtomeetupandtalkabout

UsithandileandIthinkyouknowwhy



Him:AbongiweyouwillmeetupwithAveryover

mydeadbodyandifyougobehindmyback

andmeethim,youcankissthismarriage

goodbye.Ican'tstanddisloyalpeople

Me:awumeLimile,doyouevenrecognizewho

youaretalkingto?

HelookedatmewithfrownedeyebrowsasifI

hadspokenaforeignlanguagetohim

Him:excuseme?

Me:thisismeLimile,yourwife.Thewomanyou

marriedbecauseyouknewhowmuchIloveyou,

howmuchIwasapartofyourteamandthen

youthrowthreatsmyway.Tomeoutofall

people

Hesighedthenpausedforawhile

Him:I'msorrymyangel

Me:saveit

Him:Abongiwecomeon.Itsjustthathearing



youtalkingtohimjustsparkedmyinsecurities

Me:whywouldyouhaveinsecurities?I'mhere

withyou.Imarriedyou.IgaveyouchildrenandI

loveyou.I'mwithyoubecauseIloveyou,I'm

notwithyoubecauseI'mtryingtoreplaceAvery.

Justtrustmeplease

Him:Idotrustyoubut

Me:nobutsHadebe.Please.I'mstressed

enoughovermyfatherhavingsex

Ineededtolightenupthemood.Ihateitwhen

wefightespeciallyoverstupidthingslikeAvery

Smith.Itwasenoughbecausehestarted

laughingwhichmademelaugh.Itwasquite

funnythatmyfatherwashavingsex.Asmuch

aswewerefinenow,Istillwonderedwhat

AveryknewaboutUsithandilebutIputitatthe

backofmymind.

Him:let'sgetoutkidsthengoseethat

Casanovafatherofyours



Ihithischest,thatwasstillmyfatherdespite

hisCasanovaways

WewalkedintoAlwa'sroomtofindhertaking

picturesofmykids

Li:dudewhereareyourownkids?

Alwa:theyareinEmpangeniwithSino.Ineeded

abreak.SimphiweandZonqobaaredrivingme

crazy.

LiandIlaughedwhileshakingourheads

Me:lolyousolazywhenitcomestothis

parentingthing

Shelaughed

Alwa:lolwaituntilthesetwostartwalking.

You'llseeforyourself
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Iwasdreadingthedrivetomydad'shouse,

thosesexsoundskeptringinginmyhead.How

wasIgoingtofacehimwithoutgivingitaway

thatIheardhimearlier.WhenwegotthereI

decidedtobecivilizedandknock.MaNtombi

wastheonethatopenedforus,thank

goodness

MaN:AbongiweLimile,I'msohappytoseeyou

guysandyoubroughtthelittleones

IwascarryingOyintandoinhissleepersoI

huggedMaNtombithenwewalkedtothe

lounge.IswallowedspitwhileIcouldhear

Limile'ssoftchuckles

Me:sawbonababa

Hefoldedthenewspaper,smiledthengotupto

takemyson,nohugforme.Thatsmilewas

probablynotevenforme

Baba:thisisasurprise

Li:wehadtocomeshowyouyourgrandson



Dad:Isee.Heisbeautiful.Youdidwell

mkhwenyana

UhmdidIplaynopartinmakingthischildor

bringhimtolife?WhyisLimile'sgettingallthe

praiseformybabymakingskills?Whatlifeis

this?Iclearedmythroatandmydadjustlooked

atme

Dad:youshouldprobablygetwaterforthat.It

doesn'tsoundhealthy

Mxmwhatiswrongwiththisman.Iwenttothe

kitchenforthatwater,notthatIneededitbutI

feltlikethiswastherighttimetosnoopabout

mydad'ssexlifeandwhobetterthan

MaNtombitotellmeaboutdad'snewwoman

Me:howhaveyoubeenma?

Shesmilessweetly,stopswhatsheisdoing

andleansoverthecounter

MaN:I'vebeenwellbabyandyou?Wemissyou

inthishouse



Sheissosweet

Me:Imissyouguystoobutclearlyubabais

gladI'moutofthehouse

Her:whydoyousaythat?

Me:wellforprivacypurposesyouknow

Her:youfatherlovesyouAbongiwe

Me:yeahIknow.Doyouknowifhehas

someoneinhislife?

Her:someoneinhislife?

Me:yeahlikealadyfriendorsomething

SheshakesherheadbutIdon'tbuyit.Thereis

nowaymydadcouldbedoingthehankypanky

andtheonlyotherpersonlivinginthishouse

hasnoideawithwho

Me:soyouguysdidn'tgetanyvisitorstoday?

baba:you'vealwaysbeensuchabusybody

Abongiwe



Me:babaI...

baba:youneedtochangethisbaby

HehandedOyintandotomeandImarchedto

whatusedtobemybedroom,gentlyplacedhim

onthebedthenchangedhisdiaper.Iwas

hopingwhateverLimilehadtodiscusswithmy

fatherwasdoneanddustedandwecanhead

home.I'mtiredandthisdayhasn'tshiedaway

frombeingstressfulandfullofdrama.Li

walkedinasIwasgettingOyintandodressed

up.HekissedmycheekandIinstantlystarted

missinghim

Li:yourdadwantstotalktowhenyouaredone.

Me:whereisyourdaughter?

Him:inhergrandfather'sarms

BeforeIcouldpickmysonup,heturnedme

aroundtofacehim,cuppedmyfacethenkissed

mewithsomuchloveandpassion.Iloveit

whenheislikethis,itssuchaturnoneven



whenIknowIcan'thavehim.Ibackedoutof

thekissafteralongwhile.Ihadtostopmyself

beforeIgetturnedon

Me:whatwasthatfor?

Him:justshowingloveformyamazingwife.I

knowI'mnoteasytodealwithmeattimesbut

you'vestayedwithmeandforthatIappreciate

you

Me:youareanamazinghusbandandfather

Limile,Ican'tignorethat

Him:but?

Me:youknow

Hesighsthenlowershishead.I'mnotgoingto

pretendlikeI'mOKwithhimsendingmyphone

swimming

Him:I'msorry

Me:Iknow.Myphone?

Him:I'llgetyouanewone.Abetterone



WhenIwenttomydad,Ifoundhimwith

MaNtombi.Usithandilewasonthefloor

Baba:sitdownAbongiwe

Isatdown.ThislookedseriousandI'msurehe

wantstotalkaboutthisthreemonthsthingthat

LiandIaretryingtogoaround

Him:youagrownwomanAbongiwe,youarea

wifeandamotherandI'veraisedyouinthe

bestwayIknewhow

Inod

Him:IspoketoyourhusbandandIunderstand

whereheiscomingfromsoIguessthereisno

harminbendingcultureabit

Me:really?Thankyoubaba.

Him:Ialsowantedtotalktoyouaboutwhat

youheardearlier

Me:askies?

IfLimiletoldmyfatheraboutwhatweheard,I



willkillhim.ForonceI'mnotmakingempty

threats.Iwillskinhimalive

Him:youlefttheKFCbucketonthecounter

Me:oh

Him:exactly.I'mamanAbongiweand

obviouslyIhaveneeds.I'vealwaysprotected

youfromthewomenIwasseeingoverthe

years

Whatwomen?I'veneverseenthismanwith

women.Ever.Sothisisnewstome

Me:hmmm

HetakesMaNtombi'shandintohisandmy

eyeswiden.Whatisgoingonherekahlekahle?

Him:NtombiandIareinloveAbongiwe

Iwasinneedofaspatulatoscrapemyjaw

fromthefloor.Theshockwasevidentonmy

face.HowdidInotseethiscoming?HowdidI

missit?



Me:soyouguyswerejustwaitingformeto

leavethehousesoyoucouldhavesexalloverit

Him:Abongiwe!

Ikeptquiet.WhatelsecouldIsay?Imeanits

hislifeandhonestlyifthereisanyoneonthis

planetthatdeserveshappiness,itsmydad

MaN:wewantedtotellyouAbongiwe,wewere

justwaitingfortherighttime

Me:I'msorryforreactinglikethis.I'mjuststill

shocked,that'sall.

Him:I'mhappyAbongiwe

HeturnedtolookatMaNtombiandIdidn'tneed

anyfurtherconvincing,Iwassold.Helooked

happyandinloveandthat'sallIwantforhim

Me:hayingiyabonababa.I'mhappyforyou

guysandI'llteachmyselftocallbeforecoming

here

Theybothlaughed.Myhusbandwalkedintothe



loungewithhisson.Theylooksocute

Li:Ihatetodisturbyouguysbutwehavetoget

going

Baba:already?

Li:ewetatawewanttogettoDurbanbeforeit

getsdark

Mydadandhisbae,goshthat'sgoingtotake

monthstogetusedto.Anywaytheywalkedus

out,sayinggoodbyetothekidsandwedroveto

Durban.Twomonthspassed,wemovedinto

ournewhousewhichIloved,Alwajusthasa

thingforhugehousesandforonceitworkedin

mybenefit.IstillworkedinEmpangeni,Idrove

thereeverydaysobythetimeI'dgethomeI'dbe

exhausted.Luckilywehaveanannynow,so

shehandlesmycrazykids.Iwalkintothe

houseandUsithandilecamerunningtome

Usi:mamamamamama

NomatterhowtiredIam,Icannevernotpick



herup.Shehasgrownsomuch,injustacouple

weeksshewillbeturningone

Me:hellomypumpkin

Ikissedhercheekandshedidthesametome

Me:whereisdaddy?

Her:Dada

Iwalkedupthestairswithhertomybedroom

whereIfoundherfathersleepingonthebed

Her:Dada

Iplacedheronthebedandshecrawledtoher

fatherandstartedhittinghisface.IlaughedasI

tookmyclothesoff.

Li:seriouslyUsithandile?Undibethelanton

bhabha?

Shegiggledwhilehetickledher,hedidn'teven

seemebecauseIwasinthewalkincloset

Li:whobroughtyouinhere?



Iwalkedoutinjustmyunderwear,I'mthrowing

hints.Oyintandowillbe3monthsoldin3weeks

butIwillbedeadbythen.Ineedsexualhealing

andtoputmynewbodytothetest.I'vebeen

workingmybuttoffatthegymandIhavemy

bodyback

Me:heybabe

Heliftedhiseyesandthelookhegavemewas

filledwithsomuchlustanddesire.Hewasnow

lookingatmeandnotfocusingonhisdaughter

Li:heymyangel.Fuck

Me:languageLimile.Thereisachildinthe

room

Him:youlook...wow.Yimadon'tmove

Me:Ineedtogetdressedbaby,itscold

Allpartofmyplan,ifI'mgettinglaidtodaythen

ithastocomefromhisendsotheguiltwillbe

onhisend.Hegotupfromthebedwith



Usithandileandwentoutthedoor.Ilaughedto

myself.Allisgoingaccordingtoplan.Whenhe

returned,Iwaslayingonthebed,helookedat

mewithasmirkthengentlyshookhishead

beforetakinghisclothesoffandremainedin

justhisunderwear.Igotupfromthebedand

stoodinfrontofhimwithmyarmsaroundhis

neck,Itookinthesightofhisbodyanddamn.

Mymanisblessedwithasexybody.Ibrushed

mylipsagainsthisandhepartedhislips.Iwent

inforthekiss,hekissedmepassionatelyand

hungrilywhilehishandswentformyass,

grabbingitwhilehismanhoodhardenedagainst

mystomach

Me:hmmm

IbrokethekissbuthekepthiseyesclosesasI

loweredhisbriefsandsquattedinfrontofhim,

strokedhismanhoodasitleakedprecumthen

tookhimintomymouth

Li:ohshitbabewoah



Myhandswereonhisbutt,squeezingitgently

asIdeepthroatedhim.Whenhecame,I

swallowedandcontinuedtosuckhimsohe

stayshardthenpulledbackandstoodup.His

eyeswerestillshut

Him:GodIloveyou

Hestrippedmeoffmyunderwearthenplaced

meonthebed.Gentlybitingonmyearthen

suckingonmyneck.Hismanhoodwasdirectly

atmyentrance,Iwasdrippingwetandjust

wantedhimdeepinsideme.Hiskisseslowered

tomybreasts,suckingonthemandgently

bitingonthem

Me:shiit

Hewastakinghistime,kissingeveryinchofmy

bodyuntilhegottomythighs,hepartedthem

furtherthengentlybitonmyinnerthighs

makingmesquirmalloverthebed

Me:ohgodbabyplease



Him:shhhbabyI'vegotyou

Hebabykissedmycastleandelectricityshot

threwmyentirebodythenhelickedme,sucked

methoroughlywhileIcameoverandover

wholeridinghisfaceandwhenhewassatisfied,

hecamebackup,peckedmylips,makingme

tastemyselfonhislips

Him:youtasteamazingyouknowthat

Hebrushedhismanhoodagainstmycastle,

makingmewanthimevenmore.Hewas

torturingme

Me:Hadebeplease

Him:youwantthismyangel?

HewasnowpressingitagainstmyclitandI

screamed

Him:shhhhbabyitsallyours

HepushedinmeandIdugmynailsdeepinhis

Backasheenteredme.Thatfirstthrustis



alwaysamazingandhediditslowlyand

carefullyasifafraidhemighthurtme.Theway

hemovedinme,mademybodycravehiseven

more.Heknewwhichbuttonstopressforme

torespondacertainway

Me:babyfaster,deeper,harder

Hepulledmylegtohisshoulderandwentin

deeper,Ifelthiminmysoul.Ourbodieswere

pressedagainsteachother,wewereoneand

whenwebothclimaxed,I'veneverfeltcloserto

him.Hekissedmyforeheadandwespooned

Him:I'vemissedyou

Me:I'vemissedyoutoo

Hekissedmyshoulderthensqueezedme

tightly.LaterthateveningImadepastaand

minceforsupperthendishedforuswhile

NikiwefedUsithandileandOyintandowasbeing

fedbyhisfather

Li:weneedtotalkaboutUsithandile'sbirthday



Me:Idon'twantsomethingextra.Justfamily

please

Hechuckled.Imeantit.Hemightjustendup

havingthebirthdayatuShakaMarineworldifI

don'tcontrolthesituation

Him:whodoyouwanttoinvite?

Me:justfamily.Bothourfamilies

IhadtogetapartyplannerbecauseIdon'thave

thetimetoorganizethispartyandshedidan

amazingjob.AMinniemousethemedpartyat

ourbackyard.Herbirthdaywasonthe22ndof

JulyandluckilyitwasonaSaturday.

Me:happybirthdaymylittleprincess.Iloveyou

somuchmypumpkin

Li:Iloveyoutoomyprincess.

Hekissedherfaceandshegiggled.Sheisjust

soadorableinherMinniemouseoutfit.Weall

hadtowearMinniemouseAlicebands,even



theguys.Everyonesangforpumpkinandshe

lovedalltheattention.HerfatherandIhelped

herwithcuttingthecakethenweleftthe

nanniestowatchthekids.Kwandogavebirthto

ababygirllastmonth.Theynamedher

Buhlebenkosi.ShelooksexactlylikeMihle,so

cuteandshewashereaswellwithhernanny

Alwa:thisissuchachilledsetup

Liyana:I'msurprisedyouinvitedAveryand

Anesu

AnesuisAvery'sson*rollseyes*anditwasLi

thatinvitedthembecausetheyarefamilyor

somethingstupidlikethat.Hewasacutie,

lookslikehismotherthough,I'mstillnotafan

ofthatAphelelegirl.

Me:that'sallLimile'sdoing.I'mnotAvery's

friend

Yaya:youareluckyyoudon'thavekidswithhim.

Thisthingofhavingkidswithanexisdraining



Kwando:ohpleaseYandisa,Alakheisanice

guy

Yaya:yestoyoubecauseyoudon'thavekids

withhim.AnywayIdon'twanttotalkaboutmy

ex.Abongiwethankyouforhavingus.Thekids

arehavingsomuchfun

IlookedoveratUsithandileandshewasplaying

withIsiphileandSimphiwe.Thephotographer

wasdoingagreatjobcapturingthem.Mybaby

lookedsohappy.AwhilelaterLicametowhere

wewerechilling

Li:Ihopeyouguysaren'tdrinkingwinehere

Alwa:youknowIam

Helaughedandshookhisheadthensatnextto

me,kissingmycheekfirstcausingmetoblush.

GoshIlovethisguy

Li:listenmyangelI'mgoingtogetbeerswith

ShaunandLwakho.We'llbeback



Alwa:bringmemorewine

Li:youareadrunkardwenayaz

Alwa:leavemealone

ButAlwa,SinoandYandisadon'tplaywhenit

comestothiswinething.Theydrinklikecrazy.I

wentintothehousetogetmorejuiceandwhen

IsawAveryintherewithAnesuIwantedtoturn

backbuthesawmebeforeIcouldturnback

Me:dammit

IwhisperedtomyselfasIapproachedthe

kitchencounter

Me:hey

Anesuranoutandhisfatherdidn'tfollow

Avery:hey.Uright?

Inodded,openedthefridgeandtookoutgrape

KrusherandasIwalkedawayhestoppedme

andagainIcursedundermybreath



Me:Ican'tbeentertainingyouAvery

Him:becauseofLi?

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Him:youthinkheisperfectneh?Yourhusband.

Theguythatdoesn'tmakeyoufeellikesecond

bestlikeIdid

Me:what'syourpointAvery?

Him:didhetellyouhowheheldmeatgunpoint

formetogivehimthecharacterstatementso

youguyscouldadoptUsithandile?Andthat

whenIrefuseddespitehisthreats,hewent

aheadandhaditforged?

Wait,didhejustsaygunpoint?Forgery?Ilooked

Athimwithsomuchconfusion.Averyhadtobe

lying.Limileisn'taliar,hetoldmehegotthat

statementfromAvery

Me:whyareyoutellingmethis?

Him:justsoyouknowthatheisn'tperfect.He



isfuckedup,hewillhurtanyonewhoisanyone

justsohecangetwhateverhewants
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"Don'tletinsecurethoughtsruinsomething

amazing."

Idon'tknowwhybutforsomereasonIjust

startedlaughing.WhatAveryhadjusttoldme

wasnowherenearfunnybutwhatwasfunny

waswhyhehadtotellmenowoutofalltimes.

Itsmydaughter'sfirstbirthdayandhewantsto

comeatmewithsecretsthatonlyheandLi

know.SecretsthatIcouldhavebeenfinenot

knowingandsowhatifLimilehadtodothings

thewrongwayformetobehappy?Bottomline

isthatI'mhappy,LiishappyandUsithandileis

morethanjusthappysohonestlythisrighthere,

changesnothing,infactitgivesmemore

reasontolovemyhusbandalittleextratonight.

Avery:Abongiwethisisnotfunny.Youcan't



trustamanlikethat

Me:amanlikewhat?Amanthatwouldgoto

theendsoftheearthjusttoseemesmile?A

manthatlivestomakemehappy?Awkahle

wenaAvery

Itriedwalkingawaybuthepulledmebymyarm

andIcrashedintohischest

Me:whatthehe-

Ididn'tgetachancetofinishmysentence

beforehesmashedhislipsontomine,mind

youweareinthemiddleofthekitchen,anyone

thatwastowalkinthroughanydoorwouldsee

whatwashappening.Ittookmeagood2secs

formetorealizewhatwashappeningandI

pushedhimaway,threwahotslaponhisface

thenclickedmytongue

Me:ifyouevertrythatagain,I'llmakesureyour

parentsprepareforafuneralthenextweekend

Him:why?AbongiweIwasyourfirst,younever



forgetyourfirst

Me:youreallydidthinkyouweremyfirstneh?

IletoutachuckleasIwatchedhowhisface

shiftedfromarrogancetoconfusedinasplit

second.YesAverywasmyfirst,Iknowthatand

heknowsthatbutheisannoyingmerightnow

sowhyshouldn'tItoywithhisfeelings?

Him:whatareyoutryingtosayAbongiwe?

Me:thepartyisoverbruh,takeyourkidand

bounce

Him:screwthestupidparty,whatdoyoumeanI

wasn'tyourfirst?

Me:exactlythat.Getoverit

Iwalkedawayleavinghiminthekitchen,Ifound

myfriendsandsighedheavilyasIsatdown

Kwando:Avery?

Inodded,pouredmyselfaglassofjuiceand

sippedonitslowly



Alwa:thatfuckboycangetreallyannoying.I

don'tunderstandwhyhedoesn'tjustfindagirl

andleaveyoualone

Yaya:becausewhenLifuckshimupagain,it

willbeasifheistheonewiththeproblemand

notAvery

HonestlyIwasoverthisday.DeepdownIjust

wantedeveryonetoleaveandformyhusband

toreturnsowecancurluponthecouchand

cuddle.Licamebackwiththeguysandwe

decidedtojustturnthisintoachillsession,

despitebeingovereverythingandeveryone,I

decidedtobeagoodhostandgrinandbareit.I

excusedmyselftogocheckonthebirthdaygirl

andherbrother,IfoundUsithandilechillingon

thebedandOyintandowasbeingbathedby

Nikiwe

Usi:mamamamamama

Shewasraisingherarmsintheairformeto



takeherandIdidthensatontherockingchair

withherinmyarms.Sherestedherheadonmy

chestwhileIgaveherherbottle.

Li:isshesleepy?

Me:Ithinkso

AndboywasIwrongbecausethemomentshe

heardherfather'svoice,shecalledforhim

Usi:tatehdadatateh

HetookherandIwatchedhappilyhashe

rockedhertosleepthengentlyplacedheron

thebedandcoveredherwithherblanket.We

bothplacedkissesonhercheekthenwe

walkedoutbutinsteadofgoingback

downstairstoourfriendsandfamily,hepulled

meintoourbedroom

Me:Hadebewehaveguests

Li:theyaredrinking,theywon'tnoticedthatwe

aregone.I'vemissedyou



Iwaswearingawhitefreeflowingdressthat

camejustabovetheknee,Itooktheheelsoff

agesagoandsettledforslippers,thisismy

housesonoonecanjudgeme.Heplacedhis

handonmythighandraisedithigherhashe

kissedmyneck,suckingonitabittoohard

Me:aaahLimile

Him:Iwantyou

Hishandwasalreadyonmyass,givingita

gentlesqueezewhilehisotherhandwasonmy

breast.Icouldfeelmyselfgrowingwetwith

everytouchthatheplacedonmyBody.Hisleft

handletgoofmybreastandwenttomyback

andheslowlyunzippedmydress.Atthispoint

I'mbreathingheavily,mybodyisanticipating

hiseverytouchandheistakinghistime

Him:youhaveagreatassyouknowthat?

HeistakingtoolongsoIhelphimtakemy

dressoff,leavingmeinjustmyunderwear,not



thesexiestpairIownbutstillsexynonetheless.

Heclaspsmybra,tossesitasidethenstarts

suckingonmybreast,devouringmyson's

sourceoffood.Ifeelhisotherhandshiftingmy

pantiestothesideashisfingerslowlyenters

myfloodedcastle.Hegroansloudlyathowwet

Iam

Him:youaresoreadyforme

Idon'thavetheenergytoutteranotherword,

I'mgrindingonhisfinger,feelingmyorgasm

buildingupandyearningtorelease.Heentersa

secondfingerandImoanloudlybuthesilences

mymoanswithakiss,histongueentersmy

mouth,exploringeveryinchofitwhilehefucks

meroughlywithhisfingersbringingmetoan

intenseorgasm.Iwantmore,IwanthimandI

wanthimrightnow.Ihearthesoundsofhiszip

andmycastletingles,hisfingersarestill

rotatingmyclitslowly,givingmeendless

pleasure.Iwatchashelowershispantsthen



hisbriefsandhisdickspringstoaction,I

swallowhardthenlickmylipsasIwatchhim

strokingit,gentlyspreadingtheprecumallover

it

Me:canIgivehimakiss?

AsmirktakesoverhisasIsquatinfrontofhim,

strokehimalittleandhegroans.Hiseyesare

filledwithlustanddesire,hewantsmeandI'm

hornyasfuckrightnowsoitsatwowaything.I

suckonhistipfirst,slowlyandgentlyandwhen

heplaceshishandonmyhead,Iknowhewants

metogofastbutIdon'tlisten.Icontinuewith

myslowsucks

Him:fuckbaby.Shitthatfeelsgood

Ismileontheinsideathowturnedonheisthen

continuetorturinghimslowlybutourfunis

shortlivedwhenthereisabagonthedoor

Alwa:youtwobetterstopfuckinginthere,Dabs

anduncleSosojustarrived



Li:wh-what?

Alwa:youneedtocomerightnow

Ipickupthepace,grabonhisasscheeksthen

deepthroathim

Li:shit

HelooksdownatmeandIknowheisclosesoI

gentlysqueezehisballswhilesuckinghimfast

Alwa:areyoucomingorwhat?

Me:I'mgoingtocum

HeislookingatmesoIknowheisn'ttalkingto

Alwaanymore,I'menjoythisintendedpunfilled

conversation

Alwa:when?Sheisgoingtostartaskingwhere

youarethemomentshefinishesfussingover

allthekidsthatarehere

Suddenlyamuskytastefillsmymouth,heis

cummingsoIsuckmoreintensely,continuing

tosqueezehisballs



Li:ohshit.FuckbabyI'mcuming

Alwa:reallyguys?Siesmahn

Iswallowhisseeds,placeakissonhisabs

thenhischestandfinallyhislipsthenwelaugh.

Alwaneverhasgoodtimingthough

Li:thatwasthebestblowjobyou'veevergiven

me.HmmmIloveyou

Me:Iaimtopleasebabywam

Hekissedmyforeheadthenpulledmeinfora

tighthugandpulledback

Me:Iwashopingwecouldtalkforasecbefore

headingdownstairs

I'mwalkingtowardsmybraandputitonwhile

hepullsuphispants

Him:OKwhat'sonyourmind?

Me:itcanwait

Ipullmydressovermyheadandthenrealize



thatIshouldprobablyshowersoItakeitoff

again

Him:andnow?

Me:I'mgoingtoshowerthengodown

Him:why?Itsnotlikewehadsex

Me:justgotoyourmamaanddaddywhileI

takeashower

Helaughsthenshakeshisheadwhilewalking

towardsthedoorandI'mbusytakingmy

clothesoff

Him:youdidn'tgivemeananswer?

Me:to?

Him:whenIsaidIloveyou

Ilaugh,wrapatowelaroundmybodythenwalk

towardsourbathroomdoor

Me:Imarriedyoudidn'tI?

Him:Istillwanttohearit.



Irollmyeyesthensmile

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Ievenblewhimakiss.AftermyshowerIgot

dressedinthedressIhadbeenwearingthen

wentdownstairs.Itwasalreadytheearly

eveningsotheheaterwasoninthelounge

whileeveryonegatheredthere

Me:sanibonani

IhuggedauntieLwaanduncleSosothensat

downnextTomyhusbandwhowastednotime

intakingmyhandintohis

Lwa:wearesosorrywemissedthelittle

princess'party

Soso:ourflightgotdelayedfromParisbutwe

comebarringgifts

Ilookedoveratthegiftbagsonthefloor,must

benicebeingUsithandileyaz.Gettinggiftsfrom

Paris



Li:itsOKmama,shehadfunthough.

Lwa:I'mgladshedid.Wewerejuststoppingby

todropoffhergifts.Wewillseeherkahle

tomorrow.Abongiwepleasehelpmewiththese

giftbags

Itookthegiftbags,Icouldonlycarrytwoand

shecarriedtheothertwo.4biggiftbagsfora

oneyearold.Whatlifeisthis?Wewalkedtothe

nursery,placedthemtherethenshewatched

overthekids

Lwa:youreallyhavebeautifulchildren.So

beautiful,fragileandinnocent

Ismiledandalsotookamomenttowatchmy

sleepingangels

Me:ngyabongama

Her:beforeIcomeovertoseethekids

tomorrow,I'dlikeustogooutforlunch

Me:justthetwoofus?



Her:yes.Don'tworryIwon'tbite

ShesmilesgenuinelyandIdothesame.I've

alwayssaidthatIlovethiswoman.Sheraised

myamazinghusband.Wheneveryonehadleft,I

gotinbedandwaitedformyhusbandwhowas

takingashower.Myphonemadeasound

indicatinganincomingtextsoIplacedthebook

Ihadbeenreadingonthenightstandandtook

myphone

From:+27811294518

IMISSYOUABONGIWEANDTHATKISSMADE

MEREALIZETHATI'VENEVERSTOPPED

LOVINGYOU.IKNOWIHURTYOUANDIWANT

TOFIXTHEMISTAKESFROMMYLAST.

PLEASELETMEFIXMYMISTAKES

Ididn'tevenhavetothinktoomuchastofigure

outwhothetextwasfromsoIjustdeletedit,

clickedmytongueandtossedthephoneonthe

nightstand



Li:heyI'mstillpayingforthatphone

Ismilednervouslyasheapproachedthebed.
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"Ifyouwanttobetrusted,justbehonest."

DoIlikeAvery?No.DoIwanthimdead?I'mnot

surehey,that'satoughone.DoIwantmy

husbandinjailformurder?Hellno.Ican'thave

propersexinjailbutAveryneedstoknowthere

arelinesdrawnandhehasbeencrossingthem.

Li:isthereareasonwhyyouarethrowingthe

phonearound?

Me:yepbutitcanwait.Iwantustotalkabout

something

Hefinishedputtinglotiononhisbodythengot

inbed.Ihatehavingsecretsbetweenus,itjust

deterioratesthetrust

Him:what'sonyourmindbabe?

Me:whydidyouinviteAverytoUsithandile's



birthdayparty?

Him:Usithandileisababy,Averyhasachildso

technicallyIinvitedAnesubutIspoketoAvery

aboutit.Why?Wereyouuncomfortablewith

himbeinghere?

Ishookmyhead,beforespeakingtohiminthe

kitchen,Ihadjustzonedhimout.Itwasasif

himandhischilddidn'texist

Him:thenwhat'swrong?

ItoldhimaboutwhatAveryhadtoldmeabout

Usithandile'spapersandhowshecameabout

tobeingourchild.Hisfacetensedup,notinan

angrywaybutratherinnervousway

Him:babyIcanexplainthat

Me:ratherdon't.I'mnotmadatyouforit

Hestartedtorelaxandpulledmeclosertome.

Hisactionscamefromagoodplace,we

neededthatchildinourlivesandshehas



broughtsomuchhappiness

Me:butcanwenothavesuchsecretsbetween

usbecausesomeoneisalwaysgoingtobe

readytospillthem.

Him:someonebeingAvery?

Me:yes.WhichiswhyI'mhopingyouwillstay

calmafterItellyouthis

Hefrowned,lookingallconfusedasItookina

deepbreathandslowlyexhaled.AllI'mpraying

foristhathedoesn'tstormoutlikeheusually

doeswhenheisangry

Him:whatdidhedo?

Me:hekissedme.Ipulledawayimmediately,I

swear

Idon'tknowwhyIsoundedsodefensive,

probablybecauseIknowthemanImarried,I

knowhowhegetswhenheisangryespecially

whenitcomestomeandAvery.Ifelthisbody



tenseupalloveragain,hisbreathinghad

suddenlychangedandforthefirsttimeIwas

afraidtolookathim

Him:hedidwhat?

Idon'tthinkheintendedforthattocomeoutas

awhisper,heclutchedhisfistsandimmediately

gotoutofbed

Me:babypleasecalmdown

Him:calmdownAbongiwe?Seriously?That's

whatyouaretellingmerightnow.Tofucken

calmdown?Thatguyputhishandsandhislips

onmywifeandyouwantmetocalmdown.

Forgetit

Heopenedthecloset,walkedinandcameback

withblacksweatpants,blacksweaterandblack

sneakers.Myheartwasnowbeatinginmy

throatasIwatchedhimgetdressed,Igotoutof

bedandIapproachedhim.I'veneverseenhim

thisangry,whenwewereatAlwa'shousehe



wasn'tthisangry.

Me:Limilepleasedon'tgoafterhim

Him:mxm

Hesatonthechairinfrontofthedresserand

puthissneakersonthenstooduptotakehis

phonefromthenightstandthenwalked

towardsthedoor

Me:ifyouwalkoutthatdoor,youwon'tfind

kidsandIherewhenyoucomeback

Him:I'mnotcomingback.AfterIkillAvery,I'm

handingmyselfovertothepolice

IfeltthetearsburninginmyeyesbutIdidn't

daretoblink,maybeIdidn'thearhimproperly.

Me:excuseme?

Him:youheardme

Me:3monthsold.That'showyoungyoursonis

Limile.3monthsold.Youwanthimtogrowup

withoutyou?Isthathowselfishyouare?Tolet



meraisetwokidsonmyownwhileyou

vacationinjail?

AsmuchasIknowI'mhisweakness,thekids

areanevenbiggerweaknesstohim.Iwatched

howheslowlyletgoofthedoorhandlethe

punchedthewall,givingmeafright

Him:fuck

Helookedathisbleedingknucklesthenshook

hishandrepeatedly.I'mjustgladhewasn't

leavingbuthewasstillpissedashell.Whenhe

retreatedtothebathroom,Igotbackinbed,my

heartstilldoing500mph.Itookmyphonefrom

thenightstandanddialedauntieLwa'snumber.

Itwasalmost10pmbutthiscouldn'twait.She

answeredafteralongwhile

Lwa:AbongiweiseverythingOK?

Me:noma,everythingisJustamessandIdon't

knowwhattodoanymore.

Her:OKbabycalmdownandtellmewhat's



goingon?AreyouOK?ArethekidsOK?

Inodded,forgettingthatshecan'tseeme.The

tearswerenowflowing

Me:macanwecomeovertoyourhouse

tomorrow?Thereisnowaytosolvethiswithout

eldersanymore.We'vetriedbutweneedyour

guidance

Her:OKnoproblem.I'llseeyouguysinthe

morning.Drinksomechamomiletea,itshould

helpyoutocalmdown

Me:ngyabongama

Ihungupandjustcoveredmyheadwiththe

comforter.Thewholetimewhatkeptplayingin

mymindishoweasilyLimilewasreadyto

forgetthekidsandIjustforthesakeofgetting

Averyouttheway.Igetthathisegowas

bruisedbuttojustwanttogotojailoverakiss.

Thatisscary.Idon'tknowwhenhegotbackin

bedbecausewhenIwokeuphehadhisarm



tightlywrappedaroundme.Hishandwas

bandagedandhewasfastasleep.Igentlygot

outofbed,tookaquickshowerthenputmy

gownovermysweatpantsandT-shirtandwent

tocheckonNikiweandthekids

Me:goodmorningguys

Niki:morningsisAbongiwe

ItookOyintandofromherandsatonthebar

stoolbythecounterwithhisbottleinmyhand

andfedhim.Usithandilewassittingonher

feedingchair.Mysonwaslookingmorelikehis

fatherwitheverypassingday.Istaredathim

whileIthoughtthathadInotstoppedhimlast

night,Limilewouldbeinjailrightnow.After

havingbreakfast,IwenttowakeLimileup,I

didn'twanttobelateforauntieLwa'shouse

Li:hmmm

Me:vukawehavetogo

Him:go?Gowhere?



Hiseyeswerestillclosedwhichmeansheisn't

evenawake

Me:vukaLimilehaw

Him:I'mup.Wherearewegoing?

Me:yourmama'shouse

Hiseyesshotwideopenedandhesatuponthe

bed,staringatmeasifIhadspokenaforeign

languagetohim

Me:goshower

Him:yimakalokbaby.Udewafounelaumamam?

Me:yes.Angithiwhenyouareangryyougo

crazy.Idon'teventhinkthoseanger

managementclassesworkedlakuwe

Him:hadtheynotworked,yourboyfriendwould

bedeadbynow

Me:mxmgoshower

Him:izandphuze



Me:nohaw.Goshower

Iwasgettingdressedasheslowlygotoutof

bedanddraggedhimselftothebathroom.I

reallywishIwasgoingtochurchinsteadof

fixingmyproblems.Igotdressedinblackjeans,

agreyblouseandabrowncoatandbrownknee

highboots.Itiedmytwistinabunandkeptthe

makeupataminimum.Whenhecameoutthe

bathroom,Iwasalreadydoneandheadingout

thedoortomykids

Him:ndcelauxolomyangel

Me:I'llbedownstairs

OyintandowasalreadybathedwhileUsithandile

wasbeingfed.Ibondedwiththemuntiltheir

dadmadehiswaydownthestairsdressedin

blackjeans,askyblueT-shirtandwhite

sneakers.Hepickedhisdaughterup,threwher

intheairthencaughtheragain.Shelaughedso

much



Li:myprincess

Hekissedherlipsthenputherbackonthechair

thencametome,placedalongbabykissonmy

lipsthenpulledback

Him:myqueen

Hewassmiling,Iwasn't.Idon'thavetheenergy

forthis.

Him:youdon'tlovemeanymore?

Me:canweleave?

IplacedOyintandoonhisplaymat,grabbedmy

handbagthengotup

Me:wewillbebacklaterNiki

Niki:alrightsisi

ThedrivetoauntieLwa'shousewasan

awkwardon,hekeptapologizingandIkept

ignoringhim.Whenwegotthere,Averywas

there.Evenbetter.Wegreetedthensatdown.It

wasasifauntieLwaknewthecauseofallour



problems

Soso:Avery

Avery:Ta'mnci

Soso:yintoniinxakiyakhokwedini?Arethereno

singlewomenleftintheworld?

Averykeptquietandkepthisheadbowed.This

onenexttomewasshakingfromangerandme

placingmyhandonhisthighdidn'tchange

anything.Hehasn'ttakenhiseyesoffAvery

sincewegothere

Soso:Iwanttotellyouboysalittlestory.This

thingthatyouguysareexperiencingisn't

somethingnewinthisfamilyandItsprobably

becausetherearesomanymeninthisfamily.

Jasonwasonceinlovewithmywife,tothe

extentthatheputhislipsonHeranddoyou

knowwhatIdid?

Li:what?



ThedramainthisfamilygoeswaybackItell

you.Theyaresoscandalous

Soso:Ifuckedhimup,samewayyoufuckedup

Avery.Therewasbadbloodbetweenusfora

longtimetotheextentthathewasn'teven

invitedtoourwedding.Thepointissuchthings

happen,theyshouldn'thappenandtheyarenot

right

Avery:IwaswithAbongiwefirst

Lwa:andyoudidn'ttreatherproperly,youleft

her

Avery:IcamebackauntieLwa.Waybeforethey

gotmarried,ItoldherIstilllovedherandthatI

camebacktoDurbanforher.

Li:youhadyourchanceAveryandyoufuckedit

up.Youleftherforyourbabymama

Hetookmylefthandandshowedhimmyring

finger



Li:thisisn'tmygirlfriend,sheismywifeandlike

ItoldyoubeforeIwouldn'tmindkillingyoujust

toensurethatyoustayoutofourlives.Theonly

reasonyouarestillaliverightnowisbecauseof

Abongiwe.YoukissedmywifeAvery.Mywife

HegotupandsodiduncleSoso.RightnowI'm

shakingfromallthefearthathastakenovermy

bodyandmyheartisbacktoracinginmy

throat

Soso:MaHadebepleaseexcuseus.Ineedto

talktotheseboys.Ninamasambe

Me:whereareyougoing?

Soso:we'llbeback.Wearejustgoingtotalkas

men

Lwa:don'thurtmychildrenLwandiso

Soso:thesearenotchildrenmylove.Theyare

men,fatherstoboysandIjustneedtogive

themacrashcourseofwhatitmeanstobea

man,ahusbandandafather.



HekissedauntieLwa'scheekthenherlips.

Thesetwothough.

Lwa:Iloveyou

Soso:iyakthandaindodayakhoMaHadebe
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"Whatfeelsliketheendisoftenthebeginning."

IsatworriedlymostofthedayandauntieLwa

wassochilled,clearlyshetrustedherhusband

butIontheotherhanddidn't.I'veheardthe

rumoursaboutthatman,howhimandhis

brotherbeatupYandisa'sex,howhebeatup

hisownbrotherbecausehekissedhiswifeand

howhefucksupanyonethateventhinksof

harminghisfamily.I'mscaredofthatman

Lwa:youaregoingtodriveyourselfcrazyifyou

don'trelax

Me:they'vebeengonefor3hrsauntieLwa.I

can'thelpbutworry



Shelaughswhileshakingherhead

Her:youareevencountingthehours?Theywill

comeback.Ican'tguaranteethattheywill

comebackinonepiecebutbazobuya

Myeyesshotwideopenandshelaughedeven

more,shewillkillmebeforethiswholecrash

coursethatmyhusbandwentondoes.Igetup

togotothebathroomandusethisopportunity

tocallLimile.AtleastifIhearhisvoice,I'llknow

tocalmdown.Hisphoneringsuntilitreaches

voicemail.Itryagainandthesamething

happens.I'mnowclosetotears,Idon'tknow

whattothink,thinkingtheworstisdrivingme

crazy.I'vebeensittinginthebathroomfora

whilenowwhensuddenlythereisaknockon

thedoor

Lwa:AbongiweareyoustillOKinthere

Isniffquickly,blowmynosethenflushthe

toiletandwashmyhandsbeforewalkingout.



AuntieLwaisatthedoorwithacupoftea.So

strange

Her:here.Drinkthisandgolaydown.I'llwake

youupwhentheycomeback

Inodinagreementandheadtothespareroom.

Afterdowningmytea,Igetunderthecovers

andslowlydriftoff

*

#narrated

LimileandAveryhadnoideawhatwasinstore

forthemandLimilewasstillfumingwithanger.

WhatangeredhimthemostwasthatAverysaw

nothingwrongwithhisactions,hewaswilling

tofighthimforhiswife.

Avery:wherearewegoing?

Li:yesesyoutalktoomuch.Suchalittlebitch

nxa

Soso:Limile!



Limilesankinhisseatandthrewhishead

backwardsinfrustration.Afterwhatfeltlike

eternity,thecarcametoastopinfrontofan

oldbuilding

Soso:wearehere

Avery:whatisthisplace?

Soso:comeandsee

Theywalkedtothedoor,curiosityonboththese

menthathavefoundthemselvesinlovewith

thesamewoman.SosohandedAveryand

Limilesomethingthatlookedlikegoggles

Soso:itspitchblackinthere.Youtwoaregoing

tohavetoworktogethertofightofftheguys

thatareinthere

Li:thesearenightgoggles?

Avery:obviously

Soso:butonlyoneofthemwork.Theonewith

theworkinggoggleswillhavetoguidetheone



withthebrokenones.

Limile:what'sthepointofthiswholething?

Sosolaughedbutdidn'trespond.Hewantedto

teachthesetwotheimportanceoffamilyand

havingeachother'sbacks.Hewantedthemto

knowthatwithouttrustyouhavenothingand

hediditonpurposetogivetheworkinggoggles

toLimileinsteadofAverybecauseitwasLithat

neededtolearntotrust.

Avery:howmanyguysareinthere?

Soso:goinandfindout.

Heopenedthedoorandtheywalkedinwhile,

Sosohadhisowngogglesbuthewasn'tgoing

tohelpthem.Hewasgoingtostandatthe

cornerandwatch.

Avery:mygogglesdon'twork

Limilelaughed

Li:shame



LimilespottedaguyheadtowardsAvery'sway

butdidn'tsayanything.Theguypunchedhim

onthestomachandhegroanedinagony.The

guythatapproachedLimilehadnoluck

becauseLipunchedhimonthenose

Avery:whatthefuckwasthat?

Li:keepyoureyesopenandyouwon'tget

fuckedup

Avery:itsfuckendark,Ican'tseejack

Li:again.Shame

Avery:bruhcomeon

Averygotanotherpunchandakickthistime

whileLimilewassucceedinginfightingoffthe

guythatwasattackinghim.Thereweretwo

guysandtwoofthem,afairfight.Unfairtothe

onethatwasblind

Avery:bruhhowaboutyouworkwithmehere

Li:workwithyou?Whatfor?Idon'tsavethe



assesofguysthatlustovermywife

Averywasgettingonehellofabeating

Li:youhadyourchancetoloveherand

Treatherrightbutyoufuckeditup

Avery:OKOKI'msorry.Helpmeouthere.

Please

Li:I'mgoingtolettheseguysbeatyoutoapulp

becauseyoudon'tlisten.I'vebeggedyouto

leaveAbongiwealoneandyoudecidetokiss

her

Avery:I'llstayawayfromher.Ipromise

Li:andifyoudon't?

Avery:youcankillme.Idon'tpromisetostop

lovingherbutIpromisetostayaway

Anintensekicktohisribslandedhimonthe

floorandLimileendedupfightingtwoguys

whileAveryrecovered



Li:OKfine.Getup

Averystoodupandwanderedaimlessly

Li:incomingonyourright.Kick

*

WhenIwokeupIwasmetbyhisbigbrown

eyesandafaintsmile.Hehadafewminor

bruisesonhisfaceandatinycutonhislip.

HonestlyIexpectedtoseeworse

Li:heymyangel

Irubbedmyeyesandsatuponthebed.

Me:heyyouareback

Him:I'llalwayscomebacktoyou.Iloveyou

Me:wheredidyouguysgo?

Helaughsashegetsinbed,I'mhappyheisOK

butI'mcuriousastowherehewas

Him:wewenttowar.Averyisweakling.Hegot

beatenup



Me:serveshimright.Let'sgohome

Him:I'mtoodrunktodriveplusI'msohorny

Me:soyouweredrinkingwhileIwasworried

sickaboutyou.Whydidn'tyouansweryour

phone?

Myvoicewasraised,Iwasreallyannoyedwith

himrightnowandallhehadonhisfacewasa

smirk.Afreakensmirk

Him:youknowwe'veneverhadsexateitherof

ourparents'houses

Me:anditwillstaylikethat

Againthesmirkintensified

Him:comehereIwantyoutolistento

something

Igotoutofbedandfollowedhimoutthedoor

toauntieLwa'sroomdoor

Me:whyarewestandinghere?



Him:shhandlisten

WewerewhisperingsoIshutupandplacedmy

headonthedoorandallIheardwas"ohyes

fuckmeSoso."AndIhadheardenough

Me:whatthe...

Him:daddyislayingdownsomeseriouspipe

Ihithischestandhelaughed.Thisisdisturbing.

Listeningtooldpeoplehavingsexisdisturbing

Me:Iwanttogotomyhouse

Him:youdon'twanttoscream"ohyesfuckme

Limile"?

Me:fuckyou

Him:withpleasure

HedraggedmetotheroomIwasasleepin,

closedthedoorandtookoffallmyclothes

whilekissingandsuckingonmyneckand

breasts.WhenhisheaddivedbetweenmylegsI

lostit.Hesuckedandbitontomyclitwhile



fuckingmewithhisfingerandIdidscream"oh

fuckmeLimile."Aftertheintensefucksession,

Icurledupinhisarmsandlaidmyheadonhis

chest.Thisreallyfeelslikehome

Li:doyoubelieveinsoulmates?

Me:yesIdo.Why?

Him:Ididn'tuntilImetyou.Everythingabout

youcomplimentseverythingaboutme.Weare

differentbutweblendwell.FromthefirstdayI

metyouattheburgerjoint

Me:Roccomama's

Him:yesthatplace.Whenyouwerehaving

lunchwithLwakhoandIwaswithKwando.I

knewfromthatmomentthatyouweretheone

I'mdestinedtobewith,theoneI'llfindareason

tochangeintoabettermanfor.Ifoundmy

destinyonthatoneparticulardayandIfoundit

inyou

Iwasatalostforwords.Whycouldn'tithave



beenthateasyforme?WhydidIhavetogo

throughallthehellwithAvery,mymotherand

losingourchild?Whycouldn'tIknowwhereto

goinordertofindwhatI'vebeendestinedfor?

Me:youaremysoulmateandIguessmy

destinyisstillbeingwritten

Hekissedmyforeheadthenliftedmeupfora

moreintensekiss.Itwasn'tleadinganywhere

butjustexpressinglove

Him:it'salreadywritten,youjusthavetoopen

youreyesandseeit.Sometimesdestinyhasa

wayoffindingyouinsteadofyoufindingit.Its

writteninthestarsthatI'myoursandyouare

mine

Me:justdon'tgodyingonmeliketheguyfrom

faultinourstars

Helaughsandsqueezesmegently.Howisit

thatwehaveforgottenthatwehavekids?Ifeel

likeateenagegirl,Idon'twantthismomentto



end

Him:therearenofaultsinourstarsmyangel.

DoyouknowwhatIfeellikedoingrightnow?

Me:goinghometoourkids?

Him:eventuallyyesbutrightnowIwantto

makeslowpassionatelovetoyouWiththe

hopeofimpregnatingyouagain

Mycheeksheatupasmycookiejartingles.

Him:Iloveyoumyangel

Me:IloveyouevenmoreHadebewam

TheEnd


