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*Prologue*

*Mihle*

Whatdoyoudowhenyou

aretoldyouonlygotthree

weekstolive?Thattheonly



thingthatwillsaveyouis

fallinginlovewithyourfated

husband?Howdoyoufallin

lovewithhim whentheguy

can'tevenstandyou?Okay,

I'm busyblaminghim making

thisabouthim there'salso

myside.ldon'tfeelanything

fortheguy.Thethingislwas

engagedtobemarriedtohis

youngerbrother,who

dumpedmeforagranny



.Wellltriedkillingher,l

thoughtthatwouldgetme

overhim ,lthoughtlwould

healaftershe'sdeadandjust

moveonwithmylife.

Thankheavensmyplan

failed.ldon'tthinklwould

havebeenabletolivewith

myself,tomakematters

worsemybestfriendwho's

likeasistertomewasalso



inthathouse,lsetthepoor

woman'shouseonfire.l

knowyoualreadyjudgingme

butstopwaitaminute

beforeyoudo,haveyouever

beendumpedbytheonlyguy

youhaveeverloved?Since

wewerekidslhavealways

lovedhim .

Okayit'sbeenquiteawhile

sincewehavebrokenup,l



can'tsayI'm completelyover

him butI'm movingonwith

mylife.lcan'tkeepholding

onforever.

Nowldon'tknowwhattodo

.Whatlknowisthatldon't

wanttodieyet.lwanttolive

mylifetoit'sfullest.lalso

dream ofbeingmarried,of

havingkids.ButguysLeo,l

don'tseemyselfspending



myrestofmylifewithhim

.Yeshe'shandsomeandall

butlhaveneverseenhim

thatwaybeforelguesslgot

usedtothefactthathewas

goingtobemybrotherinlaw

.Wellwewillhavetosee

whathappensinthesethree

weekslheardfrom someone

thatmiraclesstilldohappen

whoknowsmaybelmight

encountermine.



*Aneliswa*

Okaysothisiswhatpeople

calladate.I'm soboredlike

dudekeepsontalkingand

talkingabouthimself,he's

chewingwithhismouthopen

andhestilltalksthroughhis

chewing.



*Guy*:doyouknowAndile

Sibanda?

Ishakemyheadnoandhere

hegoes,tellsmeallabout

thisAndilepersonwho

happenstobearelativeof

his.

Suddenlythelightsstart



flashing.Thepeopleinthe

restaurantarenow

whisperingamongst

themselves,don'ttellmeit's

loadshedding.

Wehearthunderandsee

flashesoflightning,what's

goingon?It'sJunefor

goodnesssake.

Hecomesin.He'smoving



veryfast,hisfeetarenot

eventouchingtheground

theyarejustafewinchesoff

theground.

IseetheguyI'm withfloating

intheair.Hehashishands

onhisnecklseehe's

strugglingtobreath.

*Me*:stopyouaregoingto

killhim !!!



Heignoresme,afew

momentslatertheguy's

corspefallsontheground.

Ohohlhearpolicesirens

.Whothehellcalledthem ?

Thisismytimetojust

disappear.

Itransportedmyselftothe



forest.lkindoffeel

comfortablewhenI'm here.

Ifeelhim pullingmyhand

.Howdidhefollowme?

*Me*:whydidyoukillthe

poorguy?ldidn'tlikehim

anywayslwasn'tgoingtogo

onaseconddatewithhim .



*Brandon*:ltoldyouhis

bloodwillbeinyourhands

.Youdon'tlistendoyou?

Somethinghaschanged

abouthim lcan'tplacewhat

itis.Justhisaurait'snotthe

same.

*Me*:whatisittoyouhuh?

Wholdatehowdoesitaffect

you?



*Brandon*:don'tpissmeoff

lhadafuckedupday,don't

youpissmeof.

Heleavesmestandingthere

withmymouthonthe

ground.Whatwasthatabout

?Isthisthemanthatmy

ancestorshavechosenfor

me.Welltheyreallyhavebad

tasteinmen.ldon'tsee



myselfgettingalongwith

thatasshole.

HowdoleventellMihlethatl

thinkherexismychosen

one.lhopeitdoesn'truinour

friendshipshe'stheonly

friendlgotokaythere'sGugu

butI'veknownMihlefor

twentysixyears.lhopeI'm

wrongaboutBrandonbeing

mychosenone.



*INSERT1*

*Brandon*

It'salloverthenews.*Man

diesmysteriously,dateis

nowheretobeseen*.

Okaythatwassostupidof

me,nowpolicearelooking

alloverforAneliswawho

accordingtothe



eyewitnessesjust

disappearedintothinair.

I'm inthegym room ,busy

liftingweightsmusicis

blastingloudonmyspeakers

.

Idon'tknowhowtodealwith

thisthing.Howcoulddaddo

thattome.Okayfinehe

rapedGuguandallbuthe



sawmespendingtimewith

her,damnheevenfoundus

togetherinthemiddleofthe

nightitdoesn'ttakethemost

intelligentpersontoputtwo

andtwotogether.Hejustleft

itlikethat,heletmedatemy

biologicalmother.

Ireallydon'tknowwhatwill

bethewayforwardifhe

comesbackhome.Mom has



packedherstufflthinkshe

willbemovingoutsoon.It's

sosadreallyhowhehaslied

toheraboutmeandall.

Ican'tgetholdofGuguafter

thisafternoon'sevents,she

justdisappearedlhopeshe's

okaywhereversheis.

Aftertheconfessionsandall

somethingchangedinsideof



me.ljustdon'tknowwhatit

is.Crazyenoughlfeelmore

powerful,it'slikelgained

powersorsomething.

*Leo*:heyslowdownyou

willstrainamuscle!

Hedoesn'tunderstanddoes

he,myemotionsareallover

theplaceldon'tknowhowto

dealwiththem .Doesthis



meanthatGuguandlare

done?

*Me*:how'syourdad?

Hechuckles.

*Leo*:ldon'thaveone

*Me*:it'sfuckedupdude.



*Leo*:bigtimebrobigtime.

Wejustworkingoutin

silencenow.Webothloston

ourownthoughts.lwonder

what'sgoingonhismind.

*Leo*:youthinkhedeserves

tolive?

It'safterhalfanhourthathe



asksthatquestion.He'sall

sweat,hisdreadlocksareall

overhisface,hetoldmeto

beeasyonmyselfbuthe

ain'tfollowinghisadvice.

*Me*:whatdoyoumean?

*Leo*:wecanfinishhim up

inthehospital,makeitlook

likeanaccident.



*Me*:nothingwouldmake

memorehappy

Heliftshiseyebrow.

*Leo*:but?

*Me*:attheendofthehe's

ourfatherwhetherwelikeit

ornot.I'm notsayingwe



shouldforgivehim ldon't

thinklwilleverwill,let'sjust

cuthim offourlives,Killing

yourparentinvitesbadluck.

*Leo*:sincewhendoyou

believeinthosethings.

SincelsawNdiweni'sthings.

Ijustshruggle.



Wewilljusthavetowaitfor

Gugushedidsayshewants

him torotinprison.

*Aneliswa*

Theyarecopssittingatthe

lounge,whataretheydoing

here?



Everyonestandsupassoon

astheyseeme.Allofmy

brothersareherewiththeir

wives.There'sevensome

uglylookingguywho'snotin

uniform likethecoppersl

wonderwhoheis.

*Cop1*:MissNdimandewe

areheretoasksomefew

questions.



*Uglyguy*:youdon'thaveto

answerthem ofyoudon't

wantto,youarenotarrested.

*Cop1*:Moyoletusdoour

job,stopgettingintoourway

.LookMissNdimandethisis

generalprocedureweare

invistigatingthedeathof

KevinSibanda.



Isitdown.

Theyasktheirquestionsl

justgivethem oneword

answers,yes,no.

Theyleaveafterwards.Ugly

followsaftertellingmenot

tohesitatetocallhim ifthe

coppersbotherme.



*Me*:andhim

IsaypointingatUglywho's

gettingintohiscar,we

watchinghim throughthe

window.

*Zibusiso*:he'syourlawyer.

Nocomment.



*Dad*:whathappened?

*Me*:Brandonhappenedhe

wasmadethatlwentwith

Kevinonadate.

Theylookateachother.

*Zibusiso*:itcan'tbe,we

haveknownBrandonour

wholeliveshecan'tjust



suddenlybeyourchosenone

overnight.

*Mom*:thenexplainwhat

happened.

Dololo,he'squiet,noone

seemstoknowhowto

explainit.

*Dad*:hemightbea



protecterorsomethingyou

knowhisjobbeingtokeep

yousafeforyourchosenone

.

Wealllookathim andlaugh

.Whendidheevencomeup

withthat?Itdoesn'tsound

convincingatall.

SeeI'm notthecrazyone,

evenmyfamilydon'twant



Brandontobemychosen

one.

*Gugu*

Imanagedtoslipintohis

room withoutanyonebeing

noticed.

He'sgotalotoftubes

connectinghim lheardthe



bulletjustmissedhisheart

byaninch.

He'susinganoxygenmask

tobreath.Hecan'tonhis

ownyet.

Mytearsjustflow.Thisguy

ruinedmylife.He'sthe

reasonmylifeisstagnant

likethis,hedoesn'tdeserve

toliveI'm goingtofinishhim

up.



*Voice*:andthenwena(you)

whatareyoudoing?

It'ssomeclassylooking

womanlhaveneverseen

beforebutshereally

resemblesMihlealotmaybe

she'shermum butwhat

wouldMihle'smom bedoing

here?



*Her*:laskedaquestionl

expectananswer.

Mnxwhodoesshethinkshe

is.

*Me*:whydon'tyoufigureit

outonyourown.

Isayleavingtheroom .lcan't

believellefthim stillalive



.Prisonwon'tdoanygood

heneedstodiethat'showl

willmanagetomoveonwith

mylife.

*lNSERTTWO*

*Aneliswa*

Theymustbeoutoftheir

minds.lhavejustbeen



diagnosedwithcancer,was

toldIonlygotthreeweeksto

live.ltdoesn'tmakesenseat

all.ldon'tfeelsick,ldon't

looksick.Thewaylwas

shockedwhentheyshowed

memyscans.It'sincurable

,ithasspreadtoallofmy

bodyparts.Maybejust

maybethecancerain't

expressingit'sselfcausel

gotpowersofsomesort.But



lwonderwhythosecan't

helpmelivealonglife.How

am lsupposedtoservemy

purposewhenI'm dying

,weretheprophecieseven

true,allmylifekeeping

myselfforthesocalled

choosenoneguesswhatI'm

dyinginthreeweeks.

*Mihle*:hey



Ain'tshegoingtoletmein?

Shehasbeendistantldon't

knowwhat'sbotheringher.

*Me*:lbroughtwineand

somechocolate.

Isayliftingupthelittlebagl

haveforhertosee.

Shegivesmeafaintsmile.



*Mihle*:justwhatlneeded.

Wenowinherroom .

*Me*:isittheparents?

*Mihle*:nolgotsomething

totellyou.

Soundsscary.lalsogotto



tellherI'm dyinglwillkeepit

from myfamilybutlcan't

keepitfrom her.

*Me*:whatsuptalktome.

*Mihle*:lgotthreeweeksto

live.

WTFisgoingon,howisthis

possible,doesshealsohave



thecancer?

*Mihle*:theonlythingthat

cansaveisfallinginlove

withtheguyI'm meanttobe

with.

*Me*:what?

*Her*:yepsadright.



*Me*:nowecan'tgiveupat

leastthere'sasolutionfor

you.

*Her*:whatdoyoumeanfor

me?

*Me*:justfoundoutlgot

cancer,alsogotthreeweeks

tolivebutunlikeyou,it's

incurable.ldon'twanttodie

Mihlelwishamiracle



happens.

*Mihle*:nonono

Shewails.Shecan'timagine

lifewithoutmelalsocan't

imaginelifewithouther.

It'safteranhourofuscrying

ineachother'sarms.



*Mihle*:this...thisisspiritual

let'sgoseesomeonelikea

seerorsomething,likeit

doesn'tmakesensehowwe

bothgotthreeweekstolive.

Shemightberightcauseif

medicinecan'texplainitwe

havetogobacktoourroots

maybejustmaybewemight

findasolutionthere.



*Brandon*

Shelooksgood,am lstill

allowedtosaythatlmean

thiswomangavebirthtome.

*Me*:niceplace

Isayaslsitdown.Weareat

Leo'scoffeeshop.



*Gugu*:yesthat'scauseit's

gotagreatmanager.

Isshefeelingbetter?

*Me*:howareyou?

*Gugu*:thingsmustn'tbe

arwkwardbetweenus.

Listen,whathappenedtousl



don'twishitonmyworst

enemy.Yourdadreally

fuckedupbigtimebutwe

havetomoveonwithour

lives,let'snotgivehim that

holdoverus.Luckilywe

nevergotintimateyouknow

thatwasjustgoingtomake

thingsworse.lwanta

relationshipwithyou.lloved

youwhenyouwerestillinmy

womblloveyounow.Not



theromantickindofloveno

amotherlylove.Brandonl

wasn'tthereforyouwhen

youweregrowingupnotout

ofchoicebutyouweretaken

awayfrom me,myparents

,yourgrandparentsarethe

oneswhogaveyouupfor

adoption,lthinkitwasmy

mother'sideasinceshewas

friendswithyourfather.l

missedoutontwentyeight



yearsofyourlife,ldon'twant

tomissoutanymore,I'm

herenow.Thisisme

reachingouttoyoumyson.l

knowitmightbeabit

challengingormaybeweird

tojustswitchfrom loversto

motherandsonbutitiswhat

itis.I'm notsayingthatl

wanttoreplaceJanet,no

,she'sdoneanamazingjob

withyou,sheraisedyouwell.



I'm justaskingtobepartof

yourlife.

Idon'tknowwhattosayto

her.

*Me*:anddad?

*Gugu*:don'truinthis

moment.



*Me*:lneedtime.

*Gugu*:time?

Yesthat'swhatljustsaid.

*Me*:yes,tothinkabout...all

this.

*Gugu*:okaylunderstand

,letmegetbacktowork



,haveagreatdaylloveyou.

Shestandsandwalksaway

."lloveyou",therewasa

timelwouldn'teventhink

twiceaboutsayingthem to

hernowthingshavechanged

,she'smymotherughit's

justsocomplicated.

*Leo*



Whatthefuckdoesshewant

from me,shehasleftme

twentymissedcalls,lknow

it'spersonalandithasgot

nothingtodowiththe

businesscausesheusedher

celltocall.

*Me*:whatwassoimportant

thatyouleftmetwenty

bloodymissedcalls,itbetter



notbeaboutBrandon.

Iaskher,ldecidedtocallher

back.

*Her*:hello,hie,I'm fine.

Irollmyeyes.weain't

friendswhyshouldwe

behavelikeweare.



*Her*:lwantedtoaskyou

out.

Heeehwondersnevercease.

*Me*:what??

*Mihle*:thatcameoutwrong

,lwantedtomeetupwith

you.



*Me*:isitbusinessrelated?

*Mihle*:nobut...

Icutmyphone.ldon'thave

timetowastemnxwhy

wouldlwanttomeetupwith

her.lwouldratherspendthe

wholedaysleeping.



*Leo*

Igotocheckuponmymom .

Ohno

*Me*:stopppp!!!

Shedropstherazorblade

she'scarryingandjust

breaksdown.



*Me*:mom?

*Mom*:thebetrayal,ithurts

alot,mylifehasalwaysbeen

centeredaroundyourfather

sol.....

Iembraceher.Geezlcan't

believeBrandonandIhave

beendealingwithourshit



thatweforgotaboutthe

mostaffectedpersoninthis

mess.

*Me*:it'sgoingtogetbetter

withtimelpromise.Brandon

andlwillmakesureofthat

wewillgiveyouthesupport

youneed.

Ihopeitdoesgetbetterl

alsohopethather



relationshipwithBrandon

doesn'tchangeatall.

*Gugu*

*Voice*:youhaven'tchanged

atall,youstillthatbeautiful

mylady.

Iturnhealsohasn'tchanged

,stillthehandsomeguy



everyonewascrushingonat

school.

Anddamnthatsmile,it

alwaysmanagedtogiveme

butterflies.

*Me*:hie

Ihopemyvoicesoundsokay

.Hopeitdoesn'tsoundas



hornyaslam .

Hesmiles.Somehowlfeel

mypantiesgettingwet.

*Him*:needhelpwiththat.

Hesaysitasastatement

andtakesthecerealboxI've

beentryingtoreach,weat

theshops,I'm doingsome



groceryshopping.

Hehandsittome.Damnhe's

sosoclose.Thatcologneno

manit'sdoingwondersto

me.

*Him*:howhaveyoubeen

Gugu?

Howhavelbeen?That'sa



difficultquestiontoanswer

causelhavebeenthrougha

lot.

*Me*:goodlguessandyou?

Ifaintlysmileathim .

*Him*:lifehasshowedme

flamesbutherelam a

survivor.



Thatstatementjustmade

mewanthim more.What's

goingonwithme?

Wellhepaidformystuff.We

werearguinginfrontofthe

othercustomerslwantedto

payformyownstuff.We're

nowintheparkinglot.



*Me*:whereareyoutaking

myplasticbags?lwillcatch

ataxihome.

*Him*:ohnomybad.

Heputsthem inhisboot.

*Me*:I'm notridingwithyou.

Isayfoldingmyarmsand



pouting.

Helaughs.

*Him*:suityourself,ldidn't

havefoodanywaysinmy

housesoyouhavedoneme

afavour.

Whyisthat,isn'themarried?

Ahandsomemanlikehim .



Iwon'tgetintohiscar,hewill

justhavetogivemebackmy

parcels.

Whatdoyouknowhestarts

hiscaranddrivesoff.

I'm stillshockedwhenhe

drivesbackin.



Heopenshiswindow.

*Him*:stillbeingstubborn?I

won'tcomebackthistime.

Itakemyasstoitcar.The

smilehegivesmewhenI'm

sittedbesideshim .

Ihopeit'snotadream ,me

beingdrivenbyhim toldon't



knowwherehe'sgoing,he

didn'taskmewherellivebut

whocaresit'snoteveryday

yougettoseeBongani

Ndimande.

*Mihle*

Ican'tbelievehecutmy

phone.Aneliswalaughsat

me.



*Aneliswa*:lwantedtoask

youout.

Shesaysmimickingmy

voice.Mnxidiotldidn't

soundthatdesperate.

Iparkmycaroutsideher

yard.Wetrackeddownthe

womanDylanmet.lfthere's



anyonewhocanexplainto

uswhat'sgoingonlthinkit's

her.

She'sstandingbythedoor.

Leaningonthedoorframe.

*Her*:ittookyoulong

enough.Comeinladies.

Weremoveourshoesand



getin.

*Aneliswa*:youknewwe

werecoming?

*Her*:sit

Wesitonthemat.

*Her*:youknowwhenyou

areborn,yourfateisalready



writteninthestarsbut

sometimesasyouliveyour

lifesomethingmighthappen

thatmessesupwithyour

fate.Asforyoutwoitwas

yourparents.Yourparents

madeyoumarrymenyou

weren'tsupposedtomarry.

Whatisshetalkingabout,we

ain'tmarriedthina.Ithink

she'snutsdoesthatmean



I'm notdying?

*Aneliswa*:wearen't

marriedmah.

Alwaysbeentherespectful

one.

*Her*:I'm nottalkingabout

thispresentlifeyouareliving

thatwillendinthreeweeks



,I'm talkingaboutyourlives

fourhundredyearsago.

It'sofficialshe'scrazycrazy

crazzzy.Fourhundredyears

ago!!!Thiswomanwhatever

she'ssmokingmustbereally

strong,sheshouldgiveme

someofittojusthelpme

forgetsomestuff.

OnlyreasonwhyI'm still



sittinghereandlisteningto

thisbullshitiscause

Aneliswawasdiagnosed

withcancer.

Maybeshemighthelpher

evenifshe'snuts.

*Aneliswa*:mahI'm lost.

*Her*:whathappenswhen

youdie?



Nothingyou'redead,what's

supposedtohappen?

Whyisshelookingat

me,doessheexpectan

answer?

*Me*:umm ldon'tknow

Isaylookingdown.



*Her*:yougetreborn.

Heehwe'renowcatswith

ninelives!!!

*Her*:fourhundredyears

agoyourparentschanged

yourfates,itdidn'taffectyou

muchonyourlasttwolives

butithascaughtupwithyou.



Lasttwoliveskkkkkthis

womanshouldmakeher

owncomedyshow.

*Aneliswa*:behave

WTFlswearljustheardher

voiceinmymind.

*Aneliswa*:sowhatdowe



havetodoMah,wehonestly

don'twanttodie,we'rejust

twentysix.

Wealsoaresuccessful

women,geezI'm apart

ownerofoneoftheleading

companiesinZimbabwe.

Aneliswaisabloodygood

doctor.

*Her*:youneedtogobackin



time,tofixwhathasbeen

broken,torightawrong.To

fixyourfatesandget

marriedtoyourchosenones.

*Me*:howdowegothere,

yougotsometimemachine?

Iaskdyingwithlaughter

inside.Shewatchestoo

manymovies.



*Her*:whenyouareready

wewillspeaktoyour

ancestorsandperform some

sacredritualiftheyseeitfit

youguyswillgobackthere

,thencomebackafteryou

havemarriedthechosen

ones.

Ancestorscandothatshit!!!

Woowthosedudesarecool.



Butonaseriousnotethis

soundsridiculous.I'm not

doingit,lwon'ttravelbackin

timeforLeo,whatiflget

stuckthere.Whatifwedon't

fallinloveeventhen?

Aneliswawillgoifshewants

too.lwonderifsheknows

whoherchosenoneis.l

hopehe'shandsomeandwill

takegoodcareofher.She



deservesthatshit.

---

*lNSERT3*

*Leo*



*Zibusiso*:dudeI'm serious

likelsawthemedicalrecord

inherroom ,she'sdyinglike

mylittlegirlisdyingof

cancer.

*Me*:Sisoslowdownwhat

areyousayingtome?

*Siso*:howmanytimesam l

supposedtorepeatmyself

Leo,Aneliswaisdying.



Noitcan'tbetrue,noshe

can'tbedying.

*Me*:waitletmeresearch

onbestspecialistsinthe

worldmoneyisnota

problem shehastogofora

surgery.

*Siso*:broit'stoolateit's



incurable,ithasspreadtoall

partsofherbody,likeifwe

takehertosurgeryshewon't

surviveitshemightonthe

table.

Icutthecalleventhough

he'stheonewhocalledme

.Howcouldthishappen,how

canmyLilidiejustlikethat.

*Mihle*:knockknock



Notnowjeezwhatdoesshe

want.

*Me*:I'm onitMihlethe

truckswillarrivethis

afternoon.

*Mihle*:that'snotwhyI'm

here.



Thenwhatthehelldoesshe

want?

*Mihle*:lbroughtlunch.

Lunch??

Ijustraisemyeyebrowather

.Whatdoyouknowshe

takesaseatandputsher

basketonthetable.



*Me*:Mihle?

*Her*:relaxit'sjustlunch.

*Me*:issomethingwrong?

What'sgoingon?Youblow

upmyphonewithyourcalls

,sendmegoodmorning

texts.Whatonearthisgoing

on?



*Mihle*:whatdoyouhave

againstusgettingtoknow

eachother?It'sjustlunch

chilldude.

Doessheknowherfriendis

dying.

*Me*:I'm notinterestedin

gettingtoknowyou.Whatis



this?somekindofrevenge

onBrandon,wellguesswhat

hedoesn'tevencare,whenl

toldhim aboutyourcallshe

justlaughedheevensaidl

shouldbangyouanddump

you.

*Mihle*:it'snotabout

Brandon,ljustwanttogetto

knowyou,whoknowswe

mightgettoreallylikeeach



other.

Heeehthiswoman.

*Me*:Aneliswaisdying.

Shelooksatmeshocked.

*Mihle*:whotoldyouthat?



*Me*:herbrother,Siso.

*Mihle*:howdidheknow

abouthercancer?

Howdoessheknowshehas

cancer,lmeanldidn'tthink

thatsheknewcauseofthe

wayshedoesn'tseem tobe

stressed,thosetwoareso

tightlikethieves.



*Me*:hesawhermedical

records.lcan'tbelieveI'm

losingher,thiscan'tbe

happening.

Sheputsherhandonmy

shoulder.

*Her*:it'sgoingtobeokay,l

willfindawaytosaveher,l



willdoitforher,allthistime

I'vebeenthinkingabout

myselfandhowlcansave

mylifeandnotthatofmy

sister's.

Whatisshetalkingabout?

Butyoucantellfrom the

heavyemotioninhervoice

thatthisthingisaffecting

her,it'sreallyeatingherup

andshe'sjustputtingupa



braveface.

*Me*:Mimiwhataretalking

about?

Shefaintlysmiles.

*Her*:Mimiwowllikethat.

Mnxshe'scrazy,ifyouhad

toldmelwasgoingtobe



sittingwithMihleinmy

officetalkingaboutpersonal

stufflwasgoingtolaughat

yourfacebutwelldeathhas

awayofbringingpeople

together.

*Her*:thereasonwhyI'm all

overyouallofasuddenit's

causeyou'retheonlyperson

whocansavemeI'm also

dyinginthreeweeks.



Okayit'sofficialthisisabad

baddream .

*Me*:youaredying?

*Her*:don'tpretendtocarel

knowyoudon't,thatdeep

downinyourheartyouare

sayinggoodriddanceto

rubbish.



*Me*:that'snottrueMihle,

you'renotmyfavoriteperson

that'snosecretandlreally

can'tstandyoubutldon't

wishdeathonyoulikeI've

knowyousinceyouwerea

newborn,youknowlusedto

changeyourdiaperwhenwe

hadthosefamilygatherings

andyourmotherwouldgive

youtomecauseI'm theonly



personyouliked.Whenever

otherpeoplewouldwantto

carryyouyouwouldwail

yourlungsout.Soreallyl

can'tstandyoubutthat

doesn'tmeanldon'tloveyou

.it'slikehowlcan'tstand

Brandonsometimesbutl

lovemybrotherandlloveLili

lreallydolcan'tbelievethis

ishappeningtomelcan't

loseyouguys......



Whatdidyoumeanbythat

I'm theonlypersonwhocan

saveyou?

Shestaresatthefloorwith

tearsjuststreamingdown

herface.

*Me*:Mimi?

*Her*:ltmightsoundcrazy



whenltellyou.

*Me*:tryme.

Shestartsplayingwithher

fingers.

*Her*:welllwenttoaseer

andtheytoldmetheonly

thingthatcansavemeis

whenyou....



*Brandon*:dudelet'sgoit's

mom .

Irushoutfollowinghim .Oh

Lordlhopeshe'sokayshe's

mymother.

*Gugu*



Heplantskissesallovermy

neck.I'm sittingatthe

balconyjustwatchingthe

viewofhisgarden.I'm

wearinghissweateronly,

drinkingsomepipinghot

coffee.

*Him*:morningsweetheart.

*Me*:hey.



lfaintlysmileathim .

*Him*:whatsup

Heasksmewithachanged

facialexpression.

*Me*:noit'snothingallis

good.



*Him*:areyouregrettingit?

Notatalllastnightwasso

hotanditdidn'thelpthatl

wassosohorny.

*Me*:noit'sjustlifenje.

*Him*:youwanttotalk

aboutit?I'm agoodlistener.



Ithentellhim everything.

*Him*:sowhatdoyouwant

todotoNkosilathi?

Woowlthoughtafterhearing

mystoryhewouldn'twant

anythingtodowithme.

*Me*:lwantedhim Dead.



*Him*:andnow?

*Me*:lwanthim tolivea

painfullife,deathisaneasy

wayout.lwanttomakehim

acripple.

Hejustkissesmyforehead

,isittooearlytofeellikel

finallyhavegotsomeoneon

myside.



*Nomsa*

Kkkkkkkkhahahaha

Ihearlaughingsoundsinmy

bedroom butnooneishere.

ActuallyI'm homealone.The

curtainsjuststartflapping

aroundbutthere'snowind

.Thelightglobejustkeeps



flashingonandoffonand

off,whatonearthis

happening??

Iwrapmygownaround

myselfandgodownstairs.

Stevenstookthekidstothe

movies.

Ipourmyselfsomewaterin

aglassljustwanttocalm

mynervesdowncauselcan



stillhearthelaughingsounds

.

Aslputtheglassonmylipsl

noticedthewaterhasturned

intoblood,what'sthis?

Iscream anddroptheglass

.Thelaughingincreases.

*Voice*:whyain'tyou



drinkingmyblood,it'snot

likeyouain'tlivingoffit,wow

thefancylifestyle,theflashy

lifewhilemyspiritisbusy

roamingaroundwithnorest

,drinkit!!Drinkitnow!!!!

Kkkkkkkkhahahaha.

*Me*:goaway,leaveme

alone!!!!!

Ishoutholdingaknife



lookingaroundthesearching

forthesourceofthecreepy

voice.lgotafeelingtonight

isgoingtobealongnight.l

willhavetogoseeNdiweni

heneedstogiveme

somethingtomakethisgo

away.

*Aneliswa*

Everyonehasthisghostly



lookontheirfaces.

Iwonderwhatthebrothers

aredoingherewiththewives

.

*Me*:litshonile(good

evening)

Isaygoingtomyroom .



*Dad*:MaNdimande

*Me*:baba(dad)

*Dad*:comesitherewe

wanttotalktoyou.

WhathaveIdonenow?I'm

tiredI'm from work.lhada

lotofdeliveriestoday.



*Me*:Ngidiniweminababa

,ngicelasikhulumekusasa

,ngifunaukucambalala

mbinjana.(I'm tireddad,may

wepleasetalktomorrowl

justwanttogetsomesleep)

*Zibusiso*:itwon'ttakelong

sweetheart.

Isit,theseriousfacesthey

giveme.



*Me*:lhadeightwomen

todaywhowerehaving

difficultiesingivingbirthl

hadtoperform surgerieson

allofthem l...

*Mum*:babywhenwereyou

goingtotellusyouaredying?

Don'teventrytodenyithere

arethedocuments.



Shittheyhavebeeninmy

room .

Istandup.

*Me*:ldon'tseethepointof

thisfamilymeetingsinceyou

guysdecidedoninvadingmy

privacy.

Iruntomyroom andlock



myselfup.

Idon'tknowaboutMihlebutl

thinklwilltimetravel,the

waymyfamilylookshurt

from thethoughtofmedying

whatmoreiflreallydiethey

won'tbeabletotakeitandl

won'tdothattothem ,llove

them toomuchtohurtthem

likethat.



---
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*lNSERT3*

*Leo*

*Zibusiso*:dudeI'm serious

likelsawthemedicalrecord



inherroom ,she'sdyinglike

mylittlegirlisdyingof

cancer.

*Me*:Sisoslowdownwhat

areyousayingtome?

*Siso*:howmanytimesam l

supposedtorepeatmyself

Leo,Aneliswaisdying.



Noitcan'tbetrue,noshe

can'tbedying.

*Me*:waitletmeresearch

onbestspecialistsinthe

worldmoneyisnota

problem shehastogofora

surgery.

*Siso*:broit'stoolateit's

incurable,ithasspreadtoall

partsofherbody,likeifwe



takehertosurgeryshewon't

surviveitshemightonthe

table.

Icutthecalleventhough

he'stheonewhocalledme

.Howcouldthishappen,how

canmyLilidiejustlikethat.

*Mihle*:knockknock



Notnowjeezwhatdoesshe

want.

*Me*:I'm onitMihlethe

truckswillarrivethis

afternoon.

*Mihle*:that'snotwhyI'm

here.

Thenwhatthehelldoesshe



want?

*Mihle*:lbroughtlunch.

Lunch??

Ijustraisemyeyebrowather

.Whatdoyouknowshe

takesaseatandputsher

basketonthetable.



*Me*:Mihle?

*Her*:relaxit'sjustlunch.

*Me*:issomethingwrong?

What'sgoingon?Youblow

upmyphonewithyourcalls

,sendmegoodmorning

texts.Whatonearthisgoing

on?



*Mihle*:whatdoyouhave

againstusgettingtoknow

eachother?It'sjustlunch

chilldude.

Doessheknowherfriendis

dying.

*Me*:I'm notinterestedin

gettingtoknowyou.Whatis

this?somekindofrevenge

onBrandon,wellguesswhat



hedoesn'tevencare,whenl

toldhim aboutyourcallshe

justlaughedheevensaidl

shouldbangyouanddump

you.

*Mihle*:it'snotabout

Brandon,ljustwanttogetto

knowyou,whoknowswe

mightgettoreallylikeeach

other.



Heeehthiswoman.

*Me*:Aneliswaisdying.

Shelooksatmeshocked.

*Mihle*:whotoldyouthat?

*Me*:herbrother,Siso.



*Mihle*:howdidheknow

abouthercancer?

Howdoessheknowshehas

cancer,lmeanldidn'tthink

thatsheknewcauseofthe

wayshedoesn'tseem tobe

stressed,thosetwoareso

tightlikethieves.

*Me*:hesawhermedical

records.lcan'tbelieveI'm



losingher,thiscan'tbe

happening.

Sheputsherhandonmy

shoulder.

*Her*:it'sgoingtobeokay,l

willfindawaytosaveher,l

willdoitforher,allthistime

I'vebeenthinkingabout

myselfandhowlcansave

mylifeandnotthatofmy



sister's.

Whatisshetalkingabout?

Butyoucantellfrom the

heavyemotioninhervoice

thatthisthingisaffecting

her,it'sreallyeatingherup

andshe'sjustputtingupa

braveface.

*Me*:Mimiwhataretalking

about?



Shefaintlysmiles.

*Her*:Mimiwowllikethat.

Mnxshe'scrazy,ifyouhad

toldmelwasgoingtobe

sittingwithMihleinmy

officetalkingaboutpersonal

stufflwasgoingtolaughat

yourfacebutwelldeathhas



awayofbringingpeople

together.

*Her*:thereasonwhyI'm all

overyouallofasuddenit's

causeyou'retheonlyperson

whocansavemeI'm also

dyinginthreeweeks.

Okayit'sofficialthisisabad

baddream .



*Me*:youaredying?

*Her*:don'tpretendtocarel

knowyoudon't,thatdeep

downinyourheartyouare

sayinggoodriddanceto

rubbish.

*Me*:that'snottrueMihle,

you'renotmyfavoriteperson



that'snosecretandlreally

can'tstandyoubutldon't

wishdeathonyoulikeI've

knowyousinceyouwerea

newborn,youknowlusedto

changeyourdiaperwhenwe

hadthosefamilygatherings

andyourmotherwouldgive

youtomecauseI'm theonly

personyouliked.Whenever

otherpeoplewouldwantto

carryyouyouwouldwail



yourlungsout.Soreallyl

can'tstandyoubutthat

doesn'tmeanldon'tloveyou

.it'slikehowlcan'tstand

Brandonsometimesbutl

lovemybrotherandlloveLili

lreallydolcan'tbelievethis

ishappeningtomelcan't

loseyouguys......

Whatdidyoumeanbythat

I'm theonlypersonwhocan

saveyou?



Shestaresatthefloorwith

tearsjuststreamingdown

herface.

*Me*:Mimi?

*Her*:ltmightsoundcrazy

whenltellyou.

*Me*:tryme.



Shestartsplayingwithher

fingers.

*Her*:welllwenttoaseer

andtheytoldmetheonly

thingthatcansavemeis

whenyou....

*Brandon*:dudelet'sgoit's



mom .

Irushoutfollowinghim .Oh

Lordlhopeshe'sokayshe's

mymother.

*Gugu*

Heplantskissesallovermy

neck.I'm sittingatthe

balconyjustwatchingthe



viewofhisgarden.I'm

wearinghissweateronly,

drinkingsomepipinghot

coffee.

*Him*:morningsweetheart.

*Me*:hey.

lfaintlysmileathim .



*Him*:whatsup

Heasksmewithachanged

facialexpression.

*Me*:noit'snothingallis

good.

*Him*:areyouregrettingit?

Notatalllastnightwasso



hotanditdidn'thelpthatl

wassosohorny.

*Me*:noit'sjustlifenje.

*Him*:youwanttotalk

aboutit?I'm agoodlistener.

Ithentellhim everything.

*Him*:sowhatdoyouwant



todotoNkosilathi?

Woowlthoughtafterhearing

mystoryhewouldn'twant

anythingtodowithme.

*Me*:lwantedhim Dead.

*Him*:andnow?

*Me*:lwanthim tolivea



painfullife,deathisaneasy

wayout.lwanttomakehim

acripple.

Hejustkissesmyforehead

,isittooearlytofeellikel

finallyhavegotsomeoneon

myside.

*Nomsa*



Kkkkkkkkhahahaha

Ihearlaughingsoundsinmy

bedroom butnooneishere.

ActuallyI'm homealone.The

curtainsjuststartflapping

aroundbutthere'snowind

.Thelightglobejustkeeps

flashingonandoffonand

off,whatonearthis

happening??



Iwrapmygownaround

myselfandgodownstairs.

Stevenstookthekidstothe

movies.

Ipourmyselfsomewaterin

aglassljustwanttocalm

mynervesdowncauselcan

stillhearthelaughingsounds

.

Aslputtheglassonmylipsl



noticedthewaterhasturned

intoblood,what'sthis?

Iscream anddroptheglass

.Thelaughingincreases.

*Voice*:whyain'tyou

drinkingmyblood,it'snot

likeyouain'tlivingoffit,wow

thefancylifestyle,theflashy

lifewhilemyspiritisbusy

roamingaroundwithnorest



,drinkit!!Drinkitnow!!!!

Kkkkkkkkhahahaha.

*Me*:goaway,leaveme

alone!!!!!

Ishoutholdingaknife

lookingaroundthesearching

forthesourceofthecreepy

voice.lgotafeelingtonight

isgoingtobealongnight.l

willhavetogoseeNdiweni



heneedstogiveme

somethingtomakethisgo

away.

*Aneliswa*

Everyonehasthisghostly

lookontheirfaces.

Iwonderwhatthebrothers

aredoingherewiththewives



.

*Me*:litshonile(good

evening)

Isaygoingtomyroom .

*Dad*:MaNdimande

*Me*:baba(dad)



*Dad*:comesitherewe

wanttotalktoyou.

WhathaveIdonenow?I'm

tiredI'm from work.lhada

lotofdeliveriestoday.

*Me*:Ngidiniweminababa

,ngicelasikhulumekusasa

,ngifunaukucambalala

mbinjana.(I'm tireddad,may

wepleasetalktomorrowl



justwanttogetsomesleep)

*Zibusiso*:itwon'ttakelong

sweetheart.

Isit,theseriousfacesthey

giveme.

*Me*:lhadeightwomen

todaywhowerehaving

difficultiesingivingbirthl



hadtoperform surgerieson

allofthem l...

*Mum*:babywhenwereyou

goingtotellusyouaredying?

Don'teventrytodenyithere

arethedocuments.

Shittheyhavebeeninmy

room .



Istandup.

*Me*:ldon'tseethepointof

thisfamilymeetingsinceyou

guysdecidedoninvadingmy

privacy.

Iruntomyroom andlock

myselfup.

Idon'tknowaboutMihlebutl



thinklwilltimetravel,the

waymyfamilylookshurt

from thethoughtofmedying

whatmoreiflreallydiethey

won'tbeabletotakeitandl

won'tdothattothem ,llove

them toomuchtohurtthem

likethat.

---



*Brandon*

Mom'sissueisstressingme

,wewerecalledtodaybyone

ofthemaids.Mom wason

therooftopshewantedto

jumpoffandkillherself.Leo

andlhadtobegherfor

hoursnottogoaheadwithit

.Shefinallylistenedandgot

down.She'snowasleepl

reallydon'tknowwhatwe



shoulddowithher.Thisis

difficultforallofus.Weare

dealingwithitindifferent

waysbutI'm suresuicideis

nottheanswer.

There'saknock.

*Me*:comein

WellIexpectedhim tobekak



drunkbuthereheissosober

.

*Leo*:wownice,herpicture

isonthewall.

HesayspointingatSipho's

picture.

*Me*:yephermemorymust

stillliveonshewasmysister



anyways.

*Leo*:atleastshewasn't

mine,thatwouldhavebeen

sofuckedup.

Ismileathim ,lneverreally

knewthatsomedayLeoandl

wouldbethiscloseandl

don'tknowifI'm imaginingit

ornotbutevensincewe

foundoutaboutthedadand



Gugusagalfeellikehehas

openeduptome.ldon't

know,don'tworryaboutit,it

mightbenothing.

*Leo*:soaboutmom ?

Hesitsonthebed.

Ipoursomewhiskeyfor

myselfthisisareallyhard



topictotacklelneed

somethingtohelpclearmy

mind.

TheglassbreaksasI'm

abouttodrinkit.Leohashis

eyeswideopen.

*Aneliswa*:you'renot

supposedtodrinkalcohol

,yourbloodhastoremain

pure.



Ihearhervoiceinmyhead

.That'sbullshit,myblood

hastoremainpureforwhat?

Ipouranotherglasssame

thinghappens.

*Leo*:okaydudestopyou

willhurtyourselflseeyou

areabletobreakglasses



withyourbarehandbuttake

iteasyokay,dad'sstillatthe

hospital,mum isgoingcrazy

you'retheonlyonelhaveso

pleasejuststop.

Ineverreallythoughtofit

thatway.ThatI'm theonly

personLeohasatthe

moment.

*Me*:sowhatwasonyour



mind.

*Him*:therapymaybe,you

thinkitmighthelpher?

*Me*:wewon'tknowtillwe

try.Ialsothinkweshouldget

herabodyguard.

Henods.



*Him*:yeahIwillfeelbetter

knowingthatsomeoneis

watchingher24/7.

*Me*:youandlboth.

Hebreathsout.Runninghis

handoverhislocks.

*Me*:youokay?



*Him*:lwillbe,I'm takingit

onedayatatime.Nowtell

me,you'retalkingtoGugu?

Gugulethumybiological

mother.

*Me*:I'm notreadydude,I'm

confusedldon'tknowwhat

todo.



*Leo*:takeyourtimenoone

isrushingyoubutknowthat

peopledon'tliveforever...

HesayslookingatSipho's

photo.

*Leo*:whateveryoudecide

todomakesurethatlateron

inlifeyouwon'tregretitbut

knowthatlalwaysgotyour

backbro.



Afeelingoflovejustfloods

myheart.lcouldn'taskfora

betterbrother.

*Gugu*

Hesaidhehadsomethinghe

hadtotakecareof.lwonder

whatthatis,it'sinthemiddle

ofthenightforgoodness



sake!

Sothisisme,snooping

aroundhishouse.llovethe

factthatnoneofhis

employeesliveinherethey

havetheirownlivingquarters

.

Thisareallyniceplace.lfeel

relaxedwhenI'm hereunlike

wheninmyhouse.itfeels



goodtosaythatthanksto

Mihle.

Iopenoneoftheguest

rooms,samenicestyleand

texturebutitain'tsurprising

Bonganiwasknownasthe

designeratschoollwonder

whathedoesforaliving.

Inoticethere'sadooratthe

farendofthewallisita



connectingbathroom ?Let

mefindout.Holyshit,lfind

myclitdancingincelebration

.It'saroom withdimmedred

lights.There'sahugebedin

thecenteroftheroom onit

allthesextoysyoucanthink

ofthewhipsthecuffs,them

siliconedicks,itvibrator,

everythingisthere,them

blindfolds,whatkindofman

isBongani?Butlwouldn't



mindbeingsubmissiveto

him ,theguyhasgotskill

man.

Greatanotherconnecting

room .Thisonecausesthe

haironmynecktoerect

.Whatarealltheseguns

,chains,knivesfor?

Whatscaresmearethe

humanskullsonthewall



,theyjusthangingthere,they

areaboutfiveofthem .Did

hekilltheowners?

*Him*:SorryI'm notasaint

babe.

Hesayswhisperingtomy

ear.Whendidhegetback?

*Me*:hie



Isaymovingawayfrom him

.Hefollowsmetillmyback

hitsthewall.Hesmiles,

locksmeinagainstthewith

hishands.lnowcan'tmove.

*Him*:youdon'thavetobe

scaredofmebabe.

Easyforhim tosay.



*Me*:whoarethose?

Isayreferringtotheskulls.

*Him*:Mywifeandourkids

,wellherkidswithmy

brother.

Myeyesarewideopen.

Ndimande??Aneliswa'sdad?



Bonganionlyhadonebrother

!!!

*Me*:Ndimande?

Hesadlynods.

*Him*:llostitwhenlfound

outhencetheskulls.l

couldn'tunderstandlmeanl

lovedhergaveherallofme



andshedidthattome.You

knowlgaveherabenefitof

doubtimmediatelyafter

hearingthatthekidsweren't

minelwenttotestfor

fertilitylthoughtmaybeshe

haddoneitformeisn'tyou

knowsuchstoriesbutguess

whatlwasfertile.l....llostit

then.

*Me*:I'm sosorry.



*Him*:it'sokaychopping

theirheadsoffwithanaxe

gavemesomekindof

closure.

WTFyoohthisguyis

somethingelse.Ialsomust

benutscauselfindmyself

fallingforhim more.



Hekissesme,lwasn't

expectingitlikelwassolost

inmythoughts.Thisisme

onmytiptoeswithmyarms

aroundhisneckkissinghim

back.It'sbettertobewitha

monsteryouknowrather

thantheoneyoudon'tknow

,ldon'tevenwanttoknow

wherehehadgonetocause

I'm afraiditmightbe

somethingldon'twantto



hear.

*Aneliswa*

ThiscanonlybeMihle.It's

foura.m forgoodnesssake

,doesshewanttobreakmy

doordown.

Igoopenit,rubbingmyeyes

I'm sosleepy.



*Me*:girlfriendreally?This

early?

Shejustpushesmeoffthe

doorwayandjumpsintomy

bed.

*Me*:whatsup?

*Mihle*:yourbrotherknows



youaredying.

Shesayswhispering.

*Me*:lknowtheyambushed

melastnight.

*Her*:Leoknowstoo.

*Me*:lknowwetalkedall

nighthecalled,lthinklslept



aroundtwo.

WhichiswhyI'm sosleepy.

*Her*:what'sgoingon

betweenLeoandyou.

Leohasalwaysbeenabig

brothertome.It'sjustyou

knowLeobeingLeohe

doesn'tgettoshowoff.



*Me*:why?Youjealous

causeyourchoosenoneis

ignoringyouandtalkingto

me.

*Her*:mnxyou'reenjoying

thisaren'tyou?

Ijustsmilebutlwondershe

doesn'tevenloveLeobut



shegotjealouswhatmoreif

shefindsoutaboutBrandon?

Willoursisterhoodbesafe?

*Me*:soyoucametotellme

that?

Sheshakesherhead.

*Her*:I'm heretogetyou

,looklthoughtaboutthis



.WellI'vebeentryingto

seduceLeoandwhoknows

maybeinthesefewweeks

hemightfallformebutlwill

neverbehappywithyounot

inmylifeAneliswa,Lili

waLeo.lloveyoufriendl

reallydosoyahlet'sdoit

let'stravelthroughtime.

LiliwaLeolikereally,she's

crazy.lcan'tbelieveshe's



doingthisforme.lfthisain't

actionspeakinglouderthan

wordsldon'tknowwhatitis

.Mihlelovesmeandlhave

nodoubtaboutthat.

Iwalktomyclosetand

changemyPJs.lt'salittle

chillyoutsidesinceit'sthe

earlyhoursofthemorning

solwilljustputona

tracksuitandsomesneakers



.

*Me*:Let'sgo

Shelooksatmewithher

eyeswideopen.

*Her*:rightnow!

*Me*:yougettingcoldfeet?



Sheshakesherheadno.This

isusdrivingtothatwoman's

placeit'snowaroundfive,l

hopewenottooearly.

Whatdoyouknow,likethe

lasttimewewerehereshe's

waitingforusbythedoor.

*Her*:comein



Wedo.

*Her*:areyouguysready.

*Mihle*:wewillbegonefor

howlong?

*Her*:dependsonthekind

ofobstaclesthatmight

comeyourwaywhenyouare

therebutdon'tworryyour



ancestorswillalwaysbewith

youdon'tbeafraid.Love

conquersall.

Okaysothisisitweare

doingthislhopewedon't

regretitandlhopethis

womanisrightbysayingthat

loveconquersall.

---



*Insert4*

*Nomsa*

*Me*:whatdoyoumean

there'snothingyoucando

forme?

*Ndiweni*:exactlythat,isn't

youthoughtthatyouwere

clever?Whydidyoudump



herdad?Theonlyreason

whyshewasn'thauntingyou

theniscausethedadwas

protectingyounowthathe's

goneyououtthereyouarein

theopen.Shewillhaveher

waywithyou.

*Me*:butthere'ssomething

youcando,surelythere's

somethingyoucanmixfor

me.



*Ndiweni*:Unfortunately

thereain't.

*Me*:Mnxandtheycallyou

thebestyouaresouseless.

Ifeelmyselflosingbreath.l

holdmyneckwhatishe

doingtome.



*Me*:N...d...i....w...e....n.....I

*Ndiweni*:lain'tyourfriend

youngladydoyou

understand.

Inodlcan'ttalk.

*Ndiweni*:goodnowgetout

ofhere.



Irushoutbutwaitlgoback...

*Me*:can'tyoupossiblytell

mewhereBenis,lneedhim l

can'thavehisdaughter

tormentingme.

Isayrubbingmyneck.Geez

it'ssopainful.

*Ndiweni*:He'sdeadljust



causedacaraccidentat

Chitepo'sStreetisn'tyou

saidI'm useless,ljustgotrid

oftheonlysolutionyouhad.

OhnohowcouldNdiwenido

thistome.NowBenisdead

causeofmemnxlcan't

believeNdiwenijust

eliminatedmysolution.

*Aneliswa*



*Girl*:willthatbeallma'am ?

*Me*:yesthankyou.

Assoonassheleaves

anotheroneenters.

*Othergirl*:Yourhighness

yourpresenceisrequiredat

thethroneroom .



Shesayswithherhead

boweddown.

Ifollowhertothesocalled

throneroom .Whatdoyou

knowmydadissittedatthe

thronewithmymom beside

him andtheyarewearing

crowns.



*Dad*:ApproachPrincess.

Wearestandingatthedoor

withthegirl.Weapproach

thethronelseeherbowing

down.Shouldlbowdownto

myparents?

Shedoesn'tgivememuch

timetothinkaboutit,she

pullsmyarm ,lguesslhave

tobowdown.



*Girl*:myKingthePrincess

ishere.

*Dad*:Good,youmay

excuseus.

Theservantsinthethrone

room allleave.

*Mum*:youknowtomorrow



isthefullmoon,don'tmake

themistakeyoumadethe

lastfullmoonthispalace

hastobeprotected,the

villagehastobeprotected.

Whatisshetalkingabout?I

wonderwhereMihleis?It

waslikewefellintosome

deepdeepsleep.Thewoman

whowassupposedtohelp

ustimetravelgaveussome



sourherbsthenextthingl

feltmyselfgettingdizzymy

headwasspinning.lwokeup

inthisplace.

*Mum*:Aneliswa!

*Dad*:she'sdaydreaming

again,lwonderwhythe

ancestorsgaveherthe

powersandnotoneofthe

boysespeciallyZibusiso



,she'sjustsoincapableof

leadingourarmy.

*Mum*:MyKing,givehera

chanceshe'sstillyoung.

Wowlcan'tbelievedadis

talkingaboutmethisway

,I'm hisfavorite,theonlygirl

childhehas.



*Dad*:youaretheproblem

youspoilhertoomuch.

Hesaystomymom .

*Dad*:nowAneliswaget

yourhouseinorderwedon't

wanttoloseanylivestoday

,youunderstand?

*Me*:yes



Iseehim gettingangry.

*Dad*:yeswhat?Youare

talkingtoatree?

Wowguysthisguyhasmy

dad'sfacebutdefinitelynot

mydad'sattitude.

*Me*:yesdad



Aslaplandsonmyface.Did

hejustslapme?

*Me*:yesmyKing

Isaywithtearsblindingmy

eyes,mydadhasneverever

landhishandsonmebefore.

*Dad*:youaredismissed.



Iquicklyrushoutlbumpinto

Zibusisointhehallway.

*Zibusiso*:mnxyouare

alwaysrunningaroundthe

palacewhenareyougoingto

growup?

*Me*:Sisoitwasjusta

mistakesorrylwasn't



watchingwherelwasgoing.

*Zibusiso*:everythingis

alwaysamistaketoyoumnx

justlikelastfullmoonyour

problem isthatyouthinkyou

knowbettercauseyouthe

onetheancestorsblessed

withthepowers.Welost

morethanahundredlives

lastfullmoonlhopeyou

haveastrategyatbeating



theInvadersthistime.

WowlikelthinkI'm gettingto

knowmyfamilymembers

again,Zibusisowouldnever

usethistonewithme.

Ijustignorehim andgoto

whatismyroom .Maybeone

theservantsmightexplainto

mewhat'sgoingon,cause

I'm notsurewhothe



Invadersareandwhatis

expectedofmeandlcan't

believemorethanahundred

peoplelosttheirlivescause

ofmethelastfullmoon.

*Mihle*

*Her*:don'tjuststandthere

,gogetwaterfrom thewell

andyoushouldbefastyou

havetogolookforfirewood



afterwards.

Shethrowsthecalabashat

me,instinctmakesmecatch

itbeforeithitstheground

andbreaksI'm surelwas

goingtogetintotrouble.

IwonderwhereAneliswais

,timetravelingsuckslike

wowinthistimearound

,thingshaven'tactually



developed.Theyarenocities

,nophones,thingsarejust

backward.lt'slikeI'm living

thelifewereadaboutin

historybooks.

*Her*:youarestillhere!!

Sheyellsatme.lquickly

rushoutthegate,luckilyl

seesomegirlscarrying

calabashes.lfollowthem ,l



hopetheyaregoingtoget

water.

*Voice*:Mihle!!

Iturnaround,it'sAdanisa

whatisshedoinghere?

She'soneofthosegirls

Aneliswaandldidn'ttalkto

atschoolshewassofullof

herselfshethoughtshewas

allthat.



Guesswhatshehugsmeas

shereachesme.Arewethat

close?

*Adanisa*:hey,yougood.

IjustnodI'm stillshocked

howarewecloseagain?

Heehtimetravelingwillshow

youwonders.



*Her*:whatdidevilstep

mom dothistime?

Waitthatwomanismystep

mother?

*Me*:youknowtheusual.

Shesadlynods.



*Her*:didyoueat.

Suddenlymystomach

decidestorumble.Bad

timingmytummyyoujust

hadtoembrassme.

*Her*:lbroughtyousome

food.

Shesaystakingsomemaize



combsfrom hercalabash.l

aren'teatingthatshit.

Ishakemyhead.

*Adanisa*:don'tdothat

Mihleyouknowthatyou

mightspendtherestofthe

daywithouteating.

What!Letmeputmypride



asideandeatitmaize,l

neverthoughtthatinmy

wholelifelwouldeatthese

things.

Therestofthewalkisfilled

withhertellingmestories

,thehotvillage'sgossipand

whatnot's.

*Adanisa*:lhopetonightthe

princesswillsaveusfrom



theInvaders.

Whatisshetalkingabout?

*Her*:yourememberwelost

Sbulastfullmoon.

Herbrotherisdead?

*Me*:I'm sureshewillcome

upwithastrategy,don't



worryaboutitokayloveand

weneverlostSbuhestill

livesinourhearts.

Shesmiles.Idon'teven

knowwhatI'm talkingabout.

*Adanisa*:didlevertellyoul

loveyou.

Ehhgoodnessgraciouswe



arethatclose,I'm sure

Aneliswawillhaveafieldday

laughingatme.

*Me*:lloveyoutoo

Isayfixingmyanimalskin

skirt.

Wegetthewater.Thisisus

carryingthem calabasheson



ourheads.She'swaitingfor

mebythegatecarryinga

sticksomehowlhavea

feelingshewillhitmewithit.

Whatdidltellyou,thisisme

screaminginourclosedhut.

*Her*:youwerebusy

modellingwhohastogoget

thefirewoodheeh,whohad

toputonthefireandcook



forthekids?Who?

Woowisthishowmylifeis

goingtobewhileI'm here.It

sucksshame.Thethingswe

doforthepeoplewelove!

---



*Brandon*

*Dad*:sonlhopeyouare

bringingusvictory.

Hesayspattingmyback.My

brotherLeolooksup.He's

busysharpeninghissword.

*Leo*:ofcausehewill,he

neverdisappointsmylord.



Rememberhowvictorious

wewerelastfullmoon.

*Dad*:don'tletitgointoyour

head,lwantyouboystofight

asifthiswasyourfirstfight.

Understand?

*Us*:Yessir

It'shardtopleasethisman



butwewilldoourbestour

armyisreadywearegoingto

wipetheScoutsout.

Thereshecomesinmy

beautifulSphamandla.She

kissesme.

*Spha*:heybabe

Shegreetsmein-between



ourkiss.

*Leo*:haveyoutwoever

heardofanythingcalleda

bedroom .

*Spha*:Mrastaleaveus

alonegetagirlandjuststay

outofourbusiness.

IseeLeogettingangry,he



doesn'tlikebeingcalled

Mrastaeventhoughhehas

them locks.

Hethrowsaknifeathershe

dodgesitandthisgood

peopleishowtheirfights

alwaysstart.

*Me*:heysavethisanger

andenergyfortonightplease

ldon'twanttomessthisup.



Isaygettingin-between

them .Sphaisalsomyfirst

commanderldon'twanther

gettinghurt.Sheneedsto

kicksomeassdownatthe

Ndimande'svillage.

*Spha*:mnxhethinkshe's

allthat.



Hespitsatherface.

Thepunchshegiveshim .

*Dad*:Sphamandla

!!Leonard!!!!

Ohohwhyisheback

anyways?

*Them*:yourhighness.



*Me*:mylordlcanexplain

l....

Hegivesmealook.okay

theyareontheirownonthis

oneasformeI'm outofhere

.



*Mihle*

I'm sotiredmybodyis

exhausted,whatlneedright

nowisahotshowerbut

guesswhat,showershaven't

beeninventedyet.

Iseemyselfrunningtohim

atleasthe'shere,wewilllive

thisnightmaretogether.



*Me*:daddy

Isaycrushinghim inahugl

findmyselfjustcrying.

*Dad*:mihlemybabywhat's

wrong.

*Her*:ohit'snothingmylove

she'sjustbeingdramatic



whatdidyoubringfrom work

.DidtheMkandla'sgiveyou

anything?

Nowhiswholeattentionis

onher,hehasforgotten

aboutme.

*Dad*:notmuchjustsome

driedmeatandmilk.



Hehwondersnevercease

.Soitseemslikemydadisa

herdboyofthisrichfamily

calledtheMkandla'slhear

theirhomesteadissohuge

andtheyhavealotofcattle

,goats,sheep'syounameit.

*Her*:thankyouit'sbetter

comein,Mihlecomewith

yourdad'sfood.



Ipreparehisfoodandserve

him .

*Her*:gosleepldon'twant

towakeyouuptomorrow.

Sleepwherethere'sonlyone

hutinhere.Thetwosiblingsl

seem tohavearecuddledat

thecornerofthehut,should

ljointhem ?



*Her*:Mihleyouarestillhere?

*Her*:mom it'sdarkoutside

walkmeoutplease.

Surprisinglyshedoesisit

causemydadisaround?

Sheleadsmetothebackof

thehut,there'sananimal



skinrolledupagainstthe

wall.Whydolsleepoutside

again?

*Her*:ldon'twanttowake

youup.Bysunriseyou

shouldbeupanddoingyour

chores.

Atleastthemoonisfull.it's

providingmewithsomelight

mytearsjuststream down



myfacethisain'tlifeatall.l

wonderwherethefightis

takingplace.

Tomorrowlshouldtryfind

Leo,theearlierwefallinlove

theearlierlgobacktomy

normallife.

*Aneliswa*

Weareinthebattlefield.l



don'tknowwhatmyfamily

expectsfrom methisisnot

mything,whyarewefighting

again?

*Zibusiso*:waitingforyour

commandmyprincess.

*Me*:ScoutsAttack!!!

Okaywhatwasthat?What



didljustsay?

Iseemymendrawingtheir

swordsandrunningwith

them towardstheInvaders.

Iseemyselfmakingan

invisibleshieldwithmy

powertoprotectthem .

I'm soconcentratedin

holdingtheshieldthatl



forgetI'm alsointhebattle.

I'm remindedwhenlget

knockeddownandthere'sa

swordpointingatmyneck.

Heevilysmilesatme.

Amazinglythatmakeshim

sohandsome.

*Brandon*:anylastword

beforelsendyoutoyour

Maker?



Whatisheseriouslygoingto

killme.

*Him*:ofcausewhatdoyou

think?

Shithecanreadmymind.So

lwillhavetodothiswithout

thinking.



Iblowonhim andhelosses

hisbalanceandfalls,cool!I

gainmyconfidenceljoinin

thebattle,ldon'tknowwhy

I'm givingitmybest.Maybe

itistoprovetomydadthat

eventhoughI'm afemaleI'm

acapableleaderlcando

anythingthemencando.l

candoanythinglsetmy

mindtoo.



---

*lNSERT5*

*Brandon*

*Spha*:whydidn'tyoukill

heryoucostus,wewould

havewon.

Okaylfuckeduplshould

havekilledtheirprincessbut



welllcouldn'ttherewasjust

somethingabouther.

*Spha*:BrandonI'm talking

toyou!

Whyissheyelling?

*Me*:Iwasgoingtokillher

shefoughtback.



Lieslwasn'teventhoughl

wantedtolcouldn'tbring

myselftodoit.

*Servant*:MyPrincetheking

isaskingforyou.

Greatdadwantstoseeme.

*Dad*:lhearourwarriors

camerunningbackherewith



theirtailsin-betweentheir

legs.

Thenifyouheardthatwhy

didyoucallme.

*Me*:yesFatherthey

overpoweredus.

*Dad*:andlhearyounever

usedthegiftofthe



ancestors.

Shemademeweak.

*Me*:causelhadfaithon

ourwarriorsFather.

He'sangry,lwonderwhywe

areenemieswiththeScouts.

*Dad*:Brandonldon'twant



youtorepeatthesame

mistakeagain,nextfull

moonyoumustbeready.

Hesaysstandingupand

leavingmethere.lwonder

whereLeoishealwayshas

mybackwhenDadisbeing

hardonme.



*Leo*

Whyisshesleepingoutside?

Youcantellfrom theway

shehaswrappedtheanimal

skinaroundherthatshe's

feelingcold.

Ipokeherwithmyfoot.

Sheopensherbeautifuleyes



foramomentlgetlostin

them .

Thenlpullmyselftogether

thisisnotwhyI'm here.

*Me*:youwhat'syourname.

*Her*:pleasedon'tkillme

Leoldon'tknowanything

aboutthiswar.



Howdoessheknowmy

name?Whatam lsayingI'm

aPrinceshe'sboundtoknow

me.

*Me*:wakeyourfamilyupl

wantfood.

Wellallthatfightinghas

mademehungry,lsawthis



yardonourwayhomeandl

thoughtwhynotfeedmy

hungryself.

Shequicklygoestowake

them upassoonastheysee

metheyfallwiththeirfaces

ontheground.Themotherof

itiscrying.

*Me*:I'm hungryprepare

somefoodforme.



Mindyouit'saroundtwo

,threea.m .

*Father*:yourhighnessifour

kingeverfindsoutaboutthis

wewillbehangedallofus.

MnxNdimandeissuchajerk

,personallyldon'tcare

abouttheirpatheticlivesbut



lwouldn'twantthisgirlto

loseherlife.

*Me*:fineshewillcomewith

me,I'm takinghertomy

palaceshewillbebackafter

shehasservedme.

It'sthefather'sturntocry.

*Him*:pleasepleasehear



meoutmydaughteristobe

marriedsoontooneofthe

royalguardsthefamilyhas

alreadypaidherdowrythey

knowshe'savirginplease

don'ttakeherprideawayif

theydiscoverthatshe'sno

longerpuretheywillkillher.

*Me*:she'sjustgoingto

cookformeyourugly

daughterain'tmytype.



Iseethemothersmiling

.Mnxidiot.

*Father*:thankthankyouso

muchmyprince

Hesayskissingmyfeet.

Itakethegirl,shewillhaveto

justcookformeI'm hungry.



*Mihle*

Brandonandsomechickare

kissinginthehallway,we

justarrived,thewayLeois

holdingmyarm it'sasifhe's

acopandI'm thethief.

IhearLeocursing,thelove

birdslookatus.



*Her*:ohlseeyoutookmy

adviceandwenttolookfora

girl.

IhearBrandonlaughing,why

doesseeinghim withher

hurtain'tloverthisguy.

*Leo*:Sphapleasenotnow

I'm notinthemood.



Hepullsmyarm andwe

leavethem there.

Weenterwhatlguessishis

room .

*Leo*:sittheywillbringthe

foodsoon.

Sowhyam lheredidn'the



sayhewantsmetocook?

Theservantcomesinasets

upthe"table"it'snotyour

usualone,it'stoolowl

wonderwhatitismadeof.

Wesitdown.Helooksatme

,whyishelookingatme.

*Leo*:I'm hungryhurryup.



He'shungrysowhatdoeshe

wantmetodoaboutit.

*Leo*:feedmedamnit.

Ahhwowsothat'swhyI'm

here.lthinkoftellinghim

wheretogetoffbutlthen

remembermydad,hesaved

myassheknowsverywell



thatI'm novirginoram lin

mypast,areyoutellingmel

don'tknowwhathavingan

orgasm is?

Theservantshavetakenthe

"plates"away.

Nowwhatdolgohome.l

guessit'saroundfour.



*Leo*:seeingBrandonbusy

withSphamademehorny.

Ohnothisain'thappening.

*Leo*:takeoffyourclothes.

Goodnessgraciousnoisthis

howwearesupposedtofall

inlove.



*Leo*:rightnow

*Me*:pleaseldon'twantto

die,pleaseletmysoontobe

husbandsleepwithmefirst

thenwewilldoit.

Heburstoutlaughing.

*Leo*:youcango,geezyou

arejustacommongirlwho



stinks,younotmytype.

Ireallyshouldhaveabath

thisisembrassing.

*Him*:gowhatareyou

waitingfor.

Hecontinuestolaugh.How

onearthdidmyancestors

choosethisidiotforme.



*Aneliswa*

I'm bytheriver.llookatmy

reflection,thegirlonthe

waterstaringbackatmehas

them dreamyeyes.

Ijustcan'tseem tostop

thinkingaboutBrandoneven

thoughI'm tryingsohardnot



tothinkofhim .

Iwassoclosetohim ,even

thoughhewantedtokillme

hedidn't.lwastoldlgot

luckyBrandonhasnever

donethatbefore.I'm told

he'saruthlesskiller.

*Voice*:lhopethatsmileis

formeyourhighness.



Iturnit'ssomeguywearing

royalclotheslwonderwho

heis.

Heapproachesmehehas

fiveguardswithhim ishea

princeofsomesort.

*Him*:lknewlwouldfind

youhere.Sohowarethe



weddingpreparationsgoing

,thesoonerwegetitover

anddonewiththebetter.l

hatethesepretencedates.

Whatishetalkingabout.

*Me*:ummm

*Him*:Aneliswawhatdoyou

meanbyumm youknowthat



ourmarriagehastohappen

touniteyourvillageandmy

villagedon'ttellmeyouwant

tobackoutnow.

Solagreedtothisshit.

*Him*:wearestronger

together,Unitedthat'swhat

youwantedrighttomake

yourfatherproud.



Ifaintlysmile.

*Guard*:youhighnessthe

goodshavearrived.

HesaystothePrince.

*Him*:okaylgottogo,you

makesureourwedding

preparationsaregoing



smoothly.Youknowyou

needmemorethanlneed

you.ljustwantabeautiful

wifewhereasyouwantor

shouldlsayneedalotfrom

thismarriagesodon'tmake

itlooklikeI'm forcingyou

,nooneis.

Heleaveswithhisguards

,whatwasthatabout?I'm

surehe'snottheguyI'm



supposedtomarrybutwhy

wouldtheancientmeagree

tothis.lhopeMihleisinthis

villagelhavetoseeher.l

hopeshe'sokayeventhough

lfeelalittleguiltycauseI'm

crushingonherguy.

*Sphamandla*



*Me*:uncleyoushouldhave

seenthewayhelookedat

her,hehasneverlookedat

melikethat.

*Nkosilathi*:SphaSphayou

areoverreactingBrandonis

sointoyou.I'm tellingyou

soonhewillproposetoyou.

Wellhedidn'tseehowhis

sonlookedatthatAneliswa



princess.

*Me*:whatifshe'shis

choosenone.

Hegetsangry.

*Him*:don'ttellmethat

nonsense!Nosonofmine

willmarryaNdimandeover

mydeadbodyshame.



Okayatleasthe'sonmyside

.lfeellikeBrandonhasn't

beenhimselfsincewecame

from thebattle.

*Leo*:dearcousin,dear

father.

Hebowsasheentersthe

throneroom .Heannoysthe



helloutofme.

*Me*:weneedsomeprivacy,

we'retalking.

*Leo*:aboutwhat?I'm sure

itcanwait.Igotnews.

Webothlookathim .

*Leo*:there'sagirllwantus



tohire,herfamilyis

strugglingsolthoughtwhy

notgiveherajobtomake

thingseasierforus.

Don'ttellmehe'stalking

aboutthatchickhecame

withlastnightorratherthis

morning.

*Nkosilathi*:whoisshe?



Heplayswithhislocks,sohe

doesn'tevenknowhername.

*Me*:yourhighness,she's

from theNdimandevillage.

*Nkosilathi*:no

*Leo*:butdad....



*Nkosilathi*:ldon'twanta

Scoutworkinginmypalace

shemightspyonus,use

yourheadman.

*Leo*:butlwanttohelpher.

*Nkosilathi*:notinmy

kingdom .

Tome



*Nkosilathi*:shouldntyoube

withyourboyfriend.

RightletmelookforBrandon

,lwon'tgodownwithouta

fightchoosenoneornot

.There'salwaysawayto

changefate.Weallknow

thatLeostandsnochanceat

gettingthethroneevenif

he'stheelderbrother.I'm off



royalbloodldeservetobe

crownedQueen.

*INSERT6*

*Brandon*

Ididn'tthinkthatshewould

comebutheresheis.We're



insomehiddenforestwe

can'tbeseentogether.

She'sfiddlingwithher

fingerslwonderwhat'sgoing

oninthatmindofhers.l

can'treadit,shehasfounda

waytoblockme.

*Me*:hie



Shejustlooksatme.okay

sheain'tmakingthingseasy

forme.ldon'tknowwhybutl

feltlikelhadtoseeher.Here

sheisbutldon'tevenknow

whattosaytoher.

*Me*:it'sAneliswa,right?

Shedoesn'tanswer.



*Me*:come-onI'm trying

here.

*Her*:howaboutwetalk

aboutwhyyoucalledme

hereandtoldmetoleavemy

guardsbehind.

Idon'tknowwhylcalledyou

ljustwantedtoseeyou.



*Me*:Ijustwantedtotellyou

thatlkeptyoualivesothat

youwitnessmebreaking

yourvillageapartandmaking

yourpeoplemyslaves.

Ouchmyheadbumpsintoa

tree.llookathershedidn't

*Me*:listenhere...



*Her*:youlistentomelgot

somuchonmyshoulders

andyouarewastingmytime

.ldon'thavealotoftimein

thisworldlhadtotravel

throughtimeforthis...

She'sgettingangrylikereal

angry.

*Her*:Everyoneisexpecting

somuchfrom me,ljustcan't



dealwithmydadandmy

brotherit'sjusttoomuch....

Lightingjustflashesoutof

nowhere,sheshouldjust

calm down.

*Her*:ldon'tevenknow

wheremybestfriendis!

Atreefalls.



*Her*:MydadsaysI'm not

goodenough!!!!

Threemoretreesfall.

*Her*:Zibusisothinksthat...

Ipullhertomeandjustkiss

her.Shepullsoutandslaps

me.



Wellatleastshe'snotangry

anymore.

*Me*:sorryaboutthat

*Her*:youshouldbeit

shouldn'thavehappened

,whatkindoffriendam l?

Whatisshetalkingabout?Is



shefriendswithSphabut

thenwhywouldSphawant

herdead.

*Me*:.Aneliswa....

Shedisappearsbeforel

couldsaywhatlwantedto

say.Damnsomehowthat

kissfeltdifferent,lfeltlikeI

wasreallyconnectingtoher

,itwasasifherspiritwas



connectingwithmine.

*Mihle*

I'm bathingbythestream

imagineawholemeata

stream bathing.AtleastI'm

notonmyownI'm with

Adanisawho'sso

comfortablewiththis.Minal



keeplookingaroundwho

knowssomeonemightbe

watchingus.

*Me*:hurryupAdanisa

*Adanisa*:comeongiveme

abreaklwanttomakesure

I'm cleanenoughphelatoday

I'm visitingSenzo.



Senzoisherboyfriend.

I'm sittingononeofthe

rockshere.I'm nowalready

dressedshe'stakinghertime

.

Igotabadfeelingldon't

knowwhy.

*Me*:wouldyoupleasehurry

up!



*Adanisa*:okayokay,huuu

I'm almostdonechill,what's

theproblem wealwayscome

bathhere.

Thenancientmemusthave

gutsshamethisplacemakes

meuncomfortable.

Ihearsomestrangesounds



,it'slikeit'shumanfootfalls.

Somethinginmetellsmeto

hide.ldo.

*Voice*:wowwowwowso

beautiful.

*Anotherone*:lwillgofirst

,youcheckthecoast.

Ican'tseeanythingbutlcan



hearthem .I'vemyhandover

mymouthandlcanhearmy

heavybreathandthethump

thumpofmyheart.

IhearAdanisascreaming

andcrying,ohnoletitnotbe

whatlthinkitis.

It'slikeI'm stucktothe

groundlcan'tevenmove.I'm

tooscared,whatifwhenltry



tohelptheyrapemetoo.

Ihearthem groaningand

takingturnswithher.Can

theybedonealready,lcan't

takeitanymore,forevery

scream shemakeslfeelmy

heartshattering,ohmywhat

kindofafriendam l.

Mytearsarejuststreaming

downmyfacecontinuouslyl



can'tbelieveI'm souseless.

It'snotafteranhourorso

thatitbecamessilent.Have

theyleft?

Istayputforanotherten

minutesthenlpeepthrough

thebushI'm hidingbehind

.She'sjustlyingdownthere

inthesand.lquicklygetup

andruntoher.



*Me*:Adanisa,Adanisa!

Ishakeherbutthere'sno

response.Ohnowhatdoldo

.

Oneofthem seem tohave

droppedhisknife.lpickitup

,lthinklwillneeditas

evidence.



Ineverknewlwasthis

strong.Thisismecarrying

Adanisaonmybackgoingto

thenearesthutlfind.

*Me*:ekuhleekhaya!!!

(Greeting)

*Voice*:yebongenani(you

maycomein)



Istruggletoopenthegate

butiteventuallyopens.I'm

metbythisscarylooking

grannyatthecenterofthe

yard.

*Her*:ngingalisizangani

bantwabami(howcanlhelp

youmychildren)



*Me*:gogo

Isaywiththewaterworks

doingtheirjob.Itslikeshe

immediatelyunderstands

causeshehelpsmeput

Adanisadown.

Wenowinsideherhut.

*Me*:uzophilakodwa(will



shelive)

shejustnods.

Ihopesheknowswhatshe

isdoing.Shehasmade

sometinycutsonherskin

andshe'sapplyingsome

herbsonthem .

*Her*:phephasisiit'snot



yourfault.

Ifeellikeitislshouldhave

donesomething.lnsteadl

washiding.

*Her*:Didyouseethemen.

Ishakemyhead.

*Me*:butlfoundthis.



Isaygivinghertheknife.

Sheinspectsit.

*Her*:thisisnotofourmen

,thisdesign,thisishowthe

Invadersmaketheirknives

.lt'speoplefrom theNdiweni

village.



Thefloodgatesjustopen

.Whywouldsomeoftheir

mencrosstheborderjustto

comerapeawoman.

*Her*:youwillhavetogoto

thepalace.

*Me*:me??

*Her*:yeswiththeknifeyou



willhavetopersonallytell

thekingaboutthis.it'san

urgentmatter.

*Me*:whyme?

*Her*:causeyouarethe

witnessyouwerethere.

Idon'tlikethesoundofthis

butlwillgotothepalace,it's



theleastlcandoforAdanisa

gettingherjustice.

*Me*:soshouldljustleave

herhere.

Shenods.lhopeshewill

takegoodcareofher.Okay

palaceherelcome.

*Sphamandla*



*Me*:ohyesmmmmhahhh

Hegroansontoofme

thrustingindeeperand

deeper.lfeelmyselfgetting

close.

*Him*:notyetbaby

Idon'tthinklcanholdonits



soclose.

*Him*:now

Wecometogether.

*Him*:fuckAneliswayou

tastegood.

Myearsmustbeplaying

tricksonme.Didhejustcall



meAneliswa?

*Me*:whatdidyousay?

Helooksatmecleaning

himselfupandgetting

dressed.

*Him*:lsaidyoutastegood

babythatwasamazing.



He'slyingtome,heain'teven

lookingdirectlyintomyeyes.

Sotodayweain'tcuddling?

Sotodayhe'snotcleaning

meup.Heain'ttellingme

howmuchhelovesandhow

hewantsmetobehisqueen.

*Me*:babe



Isaywithtearsblindingy

eyes.

*Me*:iseverythingok?

*Him*:don'tbedramatic

what'stheproblem ,where's

thatquestioncomingfrom .

WowtodayI'm being

dramatic!!!Thisisaclap



oncesituation.

Hejustleavesnjejustlike

that.TheBrandonlknowwill

befussingovermewanting

toknowwhat'sbotheringme

.Thisoneisbecaminga

stranger.

Iquicklydressup,letmego

seemyunclethisisurgent.



*Him*:Sphamandla

approach

Iwasstandinginthe

doorwaywithamaidservant.

*Me*:mylordwehavea

problem .

*Nkosilathi*:whatisitmy



beautifulfuturedaughterin

law.

*Me*:lthinkthePrincessof

theScoutsBewitched

Brandon.

*Nkosilathi*:whatareyou

sayingtome?

*Me*:weallknowshehas



powers,lthinkshe'sawitch.

*Nkosilathi*:Brandonhasa

powersbut....

*Me*:lknowBrandon,that

manoverthereisnot

Brandonhehaschanged.

Hejustlooksatme.lcan't

believeI'm abouttotellhim



this.

*Me*:hecalledmeAneliswa

duringsex.

Itwasn'tduringsexbutthe

differenceisthesame.

Thatgetshisattention.

*Nkosilathi*:what!



*Me*:yeshedid.

*Nkosilathi*:sowhat'syour

plan,mysoncan'tbewitha

Ndimande.

Ismilethisisthekindof

venom lneedonmyteam .

*Me*:welldearuncleit'seasy



,lcanjustbefriendoneof

themaidservantsofthe

Ndimandepalace,shewill

justhavetodropsome

poisononthePrincess'food

,itwon'tcomebacktous

,thenshedies.It'skillingtwo

birdswithonestone,lgetmy

Brandon,yougetthe

Ndimandevillage.Without

thePrincesstheyarenothing

wewillcrushthem .



Iseehim smiling.

*Him*:welllneverthoughtof

itthatway,goaheadcarry

outtheplanlgiveyoumy

blessing.

WellwellwellAneliswa

choosenoneornotlrepeat

Brandonisminecomerain



comethunder.

---

*lNSERT7*

*Adanisa*



Tearsjuststream downmy

face.lthoughtlknewwhat

painwasseemslikelwas

wrongcauseldon'tthink

there'ssomethingmore

painfulthanbeingarape

victim .Mysoulisbroken,a

partofmediedbythe

stream .Andlkeep

wonderingwhymyancestors

wouldallowsuchathingto



happentome,ain'tthey

supposedtoprotectmefrom

allevil.Whataboutmy

parents?Surelytheyshould

haveabiggerheartthem

beingspiritsandall.Maybe

justmaybeiflhadlistenedto

Mihlelwouldn'tbehere

today.

Ican'tseem tobeabletoget

theirvoicesoffmyhead



.Them laughingatmetaking

turnsonme.

*Gogo*:mychildtryeating,

theherbslgaveyouare

strongyoumusteat.

WhataboutSbuwhydidn't

heprotectme,Mihlesaidhe

stilllivesinourheartsbut

whywashequietwhydidn't

hedosomething.



*Gogo*:pleaseeatmychild.

It'sthepityinhereyesthat

breaksmyhearttopieces

.Whydidsuchathing

happentome.

*Me*:whereisMihle?

Iknowthatwasthefirst



thinglhadtoaskwhenl

wokeupbutmyemotions

arejustallovertheplace.

*Gogo*:shewenttoreport

themattertotheking.

Theking?Why?Whynotto

oneoftheroyalcouncilors?

*Me*:oh



*Gogo*:theguyswerefrom

theNdiwenivillage.

Freshtearsblindmyeyes

.Howcouldlbeso

unfortunate?

Shehelpsmesit.letmejust

tryeatingbutlhonestlydon't

feellikefoodtheonlythingl



wantistodie.

Shefeedsme,lonlyeata

fewspoonfulslcan't

stomachthefoodanymore.

*Gogo*:mychildthe

ancestorsneverabandonus

,thethingisthiswas

supposedtohappentoyou

butyourparentsprotected

younowcausepeoplefrom



thefuturetravelledthrough

timetofixtheirfates

somehowlguesscauseyou

arefriendswithoneofthem

yourfateisalsobeingfixed

,don'tcry,don'tbe

discouragedbutyounever

metyourchoosenone,your

fatedhusbandcauseofthat

.Youaremeanttodogreat

thingsAdanisabutyounever

amounttoanythinginanyof



yourlivescauseyourparents

alwaysavoidthishappening

toyouit'ssupposedtomake

youstrongertobuildyouup

,don'tlosehopemychild.

Thingaboutgogostheylove

speakinginriddlesldidn't

evenunderstandathingshe

said.

Ijustnod.lgobacktomy



sleepingpositionnotthatl

willgetsomesleepbutl

don'twantthisgogotokeep

speakingtomeinriddles.

*Mihle*

Myheartwantstopopoutof

mychestthewaythisroyal

guardsarelookingatmeif



lookskilledlwouldbesix

feetunder.

*Guard*:whatdoyouwant

lady!

Hisvoicealonesends

shiversdownmyspine.

Iputupabraveface.



*Me*:lwanttoseetheking.

Theotherguardslaughasifl

justtoldthem thejokeofthe

year.

*Me*:didlsaysomething

funny?

Iaskwithaseriousface.



Theybustoutlaughingagain

onlytheguylwastalkingto

doesn'tchangehisfacial

expression.

*Him*:goawaythisisnota

playinggroundyoujustdon't

gettoseetheKingjustlike

thatwithnoinvite.

*Me*:lgotanimportant

mattertodiscusswithhim .



Heweighsme,lookingatmy

clothing.Okaylforgotl

belongtothepoorclass.

*Me*:tellhim lhave

informationontheInvaders.

That'swhatgetstheir

attention,theyescortmeto

theking.Theyareinthe



throneroom withtheQueen.

Ibowdown.

*Me*:yourmajesties

*Queen*:mydaughterl

heardyouhadnewsforus.

Itellthem whathappenedto

Adanisa.



IseetheKingsmilingwhyis

hesmiling?Thequeenhas

shedsometearshereand

there.

*King*:haveyougotsome

evidence?

Inod.ltakeouttheknife

handittooneoftheservants

whohandsittotheking.



It'sasiflhavegivenhim an

earlyChristmasgifttheway

he'ssohappy.

*King*:callthePrincess!!

Aneliswaenterswithher

headhelduphigh,lguess

shehasmasteredbeinga

royalPrincess.



*King*:youshouldgoget

yourfriend,lwantyouguys

tostayhereatthepalacetill

wesortthisthingout,

otherwiselknowyouarenot

safethemomenttheguys

realizetheyhavelostoneof

theirknivestheywillhuntfor

you.

Idon'twanttobehuntedby



anyone.ltrytocommunicate

withAneliswathroughhand

signsbutsheignoresme,is

itpossiblethatshedoesn't

knowwholam .Buthow

comelknowwhosheis.

*Me*:thankyouyour

highness.

Isaybowingandleaving.I'm

giventwoguardswhowillgo



withmetogetAdanisa,l

hopeshe'sokay.

*Zibusiso*

*Me*:babewhatisit?

Shehastearsonhereyes

.Mywifeisastrongwoman



nothingjustbreakssothat's

whyI'm panickingcausel

knowwhateveritisitmust

beserious.

*Her*:it'snothing

Lies.

*Me*:siqaleniniukuqambela

amangawesthandwa



somoyawami(sincewhen

didwestartlyingtoeach

othermylove?)

*Her*:promisemeonething.

Anythingforher.

Itakeherhandsandlook

deepintohereyes.



*Me*:anythingforyou

sthandwa(love).

Shestaresattheroofand

sniffsbeforeansweringme.

*Her*:promisemethat

whateverandlmean

whateverhappensbaba

wenganeyami(fatherofmy

child)awungekeungitshiye

(youwon'tleaveme).



Whereonearthdidsheget

suchanideathatlwillleave

her.

*Me*:lalelasthandwasami

(listenmylove)lwould

nevereverdoyoulikethat

,youareminelam yours

foreverandevertilldeathdo

ispartlpromise.



Shefaintlysmilesatme.We

hugeachotherandlgiveher

akissonherforeheaddamn

llovethiswomanldon't

knowwhyshe'sbeing

insecure.

*Aneliswa*

Ithinkmydadisnuts.You



can'tmisstheexcitementin

hisvoiceashe'stellingme

aboutanAdanisachickwho

gotrapedlikewhat'sexciting

aboutthat.

*Dad*:nowmydaughterwe

haveareasontojustattack

them causetheycrossedthe

borderandrapedoneofour

owninbroaddaylight.



Mnxsohewasjustlooking

foranexcusetoattackthe

Invaders.

*Mom*:enoughaboutthat

howarethewedding

preparationsgoing?

*Me*:wearegettingmarried

thedayaftertomorrow.



Wellldecidedtojustmarry

Sthembiso(thatPrince)

thereisnowayBrandonand

Iwillfallinlove.Anyways

whatam levensayingI'm

notevensureifhe'smy

chosenonemaybethis

Sthembisoguyistheonefor

meandI'm sickandtiredof

myfamilylwouldrathergo

stayinanotherkingdom

eventhoughwewouldbea



Unitedkingdom itwon'tbe

thesame.

I'm tiredoflife,mylifeinthe

pastmylifeinthefuture,I'm

realizingcomingherewas

ridiculouslcouldhavejust

putmyhouseinorderand

waitedfordeathcauselookl

wasfeelingsorryformy

familyinthislifeI'm currently

livingtheydon'tevencare



aboutme.ItslikeI'm more

ofacursethanablessingto

them .

*Voice*:don'tbe

discourageddon'tgiveup.

Mnxeasyforwhoeverthat

voicebelongstotosay.

*Mum*:goodlcan'twait!



Mydadjustrollshiseyes

nowwhat?Ithoughthe

supportedthismarriage.

*Dad*:that'sallyouever

thinkofmen,youshouldbe

busypreparingourarmy

honestlyldon'tknowwhy

youhadtobetheonetobe

giventhePowerswhata

waste.



Myheartshatterswiththe

wayllovemydad.He'smy

everythingyouknowwehave

thatkindofarelationshipme

beingthelastbornandhis

onlydaughter.

Iwonderiflhappentogo

backtothefutureiflwillstill

seehim thesamewaylsaw

him beforelcamehere.



*Mum*:mykinglthought

yousupportedthiswedding.

*Dad*:yeahyeahyeahlcan't

waitforhertoleave,Sisowill

thenpulluphissockslknow

withorwithoutpowershe'sa

greatleader.



*Me*:isthatall.

Myvoicesoundssocrocky,l

justwanttobreakdownand

crymyselftosleep.

Theybothnod.Wellcan't

waitforthedayafter

tomorrowsothatlleavethis

palace.



*Brandon*

Ifeelsuddenlydownandsad

,IfeellikeI'm not

appreciatedthatldon't

measureuptosomeone

.What'sthisnonsense,why

am lgettingdepressedfor

noreason?Ifeellikelwant

todie,tojustendmylifebut

Iwon'tcauseI'm acowardl

can'tcommitsuicide.My



emotionsmustbeplaying

trickswithmeI'm nocoward

minaiflwantedtokillmyself

lwouldjustfallonmysword.

AmazinglySphaseemsto

irritatemethesedays,she's

beingtooneedyformyliking

,alwaysfollowingmearound

.

Whatwaslsayinghereshe



is.

Shesmileswiththefuckme

nowsmileI'm innomood

,sexwithherisnolongerfun

.lfeelnothingyeslcome

andallbutlfeellikeit'snot

enough,ldon'tknowlexpect

oursoulstoconnector

somethingbuttheydon't

dololothere'snothing.



Shecomessitontoofme.

*Me*:hayi(no)Spha

Iflookscouldkillgood

people!

*Spha*:Brandonwhy,why

areyouchanging,why

shouldlbegofyourattention

thesedays.



Irollmyeyes.Guesswhat

sheslapsme!!

*Spha*:BrandonI'm sorryl

didn'tmeanto.I'm really

sorrypleaseforgivemebaby

.

*Me*:youdidthistoyourself

ldon'tthinklwouldwanta



disrespectfulwife.

*Spha*:Brandonwhatare

yousayingtome?

*Me*:figureitout.

Itakemybowandarrowand

leaveherthere.

Myheartrejoicesaslseeher



,wowwhatanice

coincidencethatwewould

meether.

*Me*:hey

Shelooksupshe'ssittingon

alog.

*Her*:areyoustalkingme.



*Me*:what?Geezgetoff

yourhighhorselgotfar

moreimportantthingstodo.

Shesmiles.

*Her*:ohyeah?

Inod.

*Her*:lgotaconfession



,welllthoughtlmightjust

tellyounotthatit'sthat

importantbutyouknow...

She'stalkingfastandbusy

playingwithherfingers.

*Me*:justtellme.

*Her*:yesterday....

yesterdaythatummm that



ummm yeahnehthat

ummm....wasummm the

ummm firsttimelgotkissed

you'reyou'remyfirstkiss.

She'ssaysthelastpart

lookingattheground.Some

weirdemotionldon't

understandflowsthrough

myheart.

*Me*:really?



Iaskherwithasidesmile.

Sheshylynods.Coveringher

facewithherhands.

Iremovethehandsfrom her

faceandlookdeepintoher

eyes.

*Me*:itdoesn'thavetobe



yourfirstandlast....

Shelooksatmewith

confusedeyes.

Damnshe'ssoinnocentso

purehearted,soselflesshow

am lgettingtoknowallthat

from staringintohereyes.

*Me*:followmylead,don't



panicrelax,weareinthe

middleofnowhere,noone

willseeus.

Iknowthere'sanissueofus

beingseentogether,our

fathersareenemiesweare

supposedtobeenemies.

*Her*:ltrustyou.



Where'sthatcomingfrom ?

Butitsomehowwarmsup

myheart.

Istepclosertoher,covering

thelittledistancethatwas

betweenus.lcannowfeel

herbodywarmthsocanshe

feelmine.Somehowlseem

tohearthebloodinherveins

rushinginexcitement.lpull

upherfacewithmyfingeras



lslightlybitmybottom lip.A

littlebloodflowsout.What

doyouknowshesucksitso

urgently,shedoesthesame

andlsuckherblood.Ifeel

myselfgettingstrongerand

stronger.Thelookinher

eyessaysitall,wherehas

shebeenmywholelife.l

thenlowermyheadto

captureherlips,shereceives

mylipssohungrily.Wekiss



.ltstartsrainingandthe

leavesonthetreesgrowso

hugecoveringusprotecting

usfrom theshowers.

*lNSERT7*

*Adanisa*

Tearsjuststream downmy



face.lthoughtlknewwhat

painwasseemslikelwas

wrongcauseldon'tthink

there'ssomethingmore

painfulthanbeingarape

victim .Mysoulisbroken,a

partofmediedbythe

stream .Andlkeep

wonderingwhymyancestors

wouldallowsuchathingto

happentome,ain'tthey

supposedtoprotectmefrom



allevil.Whataboutmy

parents?Surelytheyshould

haveabiggerheartthem

beingspiritsandall.Maybe

justmaybeiflhadlistenedto

Mihlelwouldn'tbehere

today.

Ican'tseem tobeabletoget

theirvoicesoffmyhead

.Them laughingatmetaking

turnsonme.



*Gogo*:mychildtryeating,

theherbslgaveyouare

strongyoumusteat.

WhataboutSbuwhydidn't

heprotectme,Mihlesaidhe

stilllivesinourheartsbut

whywashequietwhydidn't

hedosomething.



*Gogo*:pleaseeatmychild.

It'sthepityinhereyesthat

breaksmyhearttopieces

.Whydidsuchathing

happentome.

*Me*:whereisMihle?

Iknowthatwasthefirst

thinglhadtoaskwhenl



wokeupbutmyemotions

arejustallovertheplace.

*Gogo*:shewenttoreport

themattertotheking.

Theking?Why?Whynotto

oneoftheroyalcouncilors?

*Me*:oh



*Gogo*:theguyswerefrom

theNdiwenivillage.

Freshtearsblindmyeyes

.Howcouldlbeso

unfortunate?

Shehelpsmesit.letmejust

tryeatingbutlhonestlydon't

feellikefoodtheonlythingl

wantistodie.



Shefeedsme,lonlyeata

fewspoonfulslcan't

stomachthefoodanymore.

*Gogo*:mychildthe

ancestorsneverabandonus

,thethingisthiswas

supposedtohappentoyou

butyourparentsprotected

younowcausepeoplefrom

thefuturetravelledthrough



timetofixtheirfates

somehowlguesscauseyou

arefriendswithoneofthem

yourfateisalsobeingfixed

,don'tcry,don'tbe

discouragedbutyounever

metyourchoosenone,your

fatedhusbandcauseofthat

.Youaremeanttodogreat

thingsAdanisabutyounever

amounttoanythinginanyof

yourlivescauseyourparents



alwaysavoidthishappening

toyouit'ssupposedtomake

youstrongertobuildyouup

,don'tlosehopemychild.

Thingaboutgogostheylove

speakinginriddlesldidn't

evenunderstandathingshe

said.

Ijustnod.lgobacktomy

sleepingpositionnotthatl



willgetsomesleepbutl

don'twantthisgogotokeep

speakingtomeinriddles.

*Mihle*

Myheartwantstopopoutof

mychestthewaythisroyal

guardsarelookingatmeif

lookskilledlwouldbesix



feetunder.

*Guard*:whatdoyouwant

lady!

Hisvoicealonesends

shiversdownmyspine.

Iputupabraveface.

*Me*:lwanttoseetheking.



Theotherguardslaughasifl

justtoldthem thejokeofthe

year.

*Me*:didlsaysomething

funny?

Iaskwithaseriousface.

Theybustoutlaughingagain



onlytheguylwastalkingto

doesn'tchangehisfacial

expression.

*Him*:goawaythisisnota

playinggroundyoujustdon't

gettoseetheKingjustlike

thatwithnoinvite.

*Me*:lgotanimportant

mattertodiscusswithhim .



Heweighsme,lookingatmy

clothing.Okaylforgotl

belongtothepoorclass.

*Me*:tellhim lhave

informationontheInvaders.

That'swhatgetstheir

attention,theyescortmeto

theking.Theyareinthe



throneroom withtheQueen.

Ibowdown.

*Me*:yourmajesties

*Queen*:mydaughterl

heardyouhadnewsforus.

Itellthem whathappenedto

Adanisa.



IseetheKingsmilingwhyis

hesmiling?Thequeenhas

shedsometearshereand

there.

*King*:haveyougotsome

evidence?

Inod.ltakeouttheknife

handittooneoftheservants

whohandsittotheking.



It'sasiflhavegivenhim an

earlyChristmasgifttheway

he'ssohappy.

*King*:callthePrincess!!

Aneliswaenterswithher

headhelduphigh,lguess

shehasmasteredbeinga

royalPrincess.



*King*:youshouldgoget

yourfriend,lwantyouguys

tostayhereatthepalacetill

wesortthisthingout,

otherwiselknowyouarenot

safethemomenttheguys

realizetheyhavelostoneof

theirknivestheywillhuntfor

you.

Idon'twanttobehuntedby



anyone.ltrytocommunicate

withAneliswathroughhand

signsbutsheignoresme,is

itpossiblethatshedoesn't

knowwholam .Buthow

comelknowwhosheis.

*Me*:thankyouyour

highness.

Isaybowingandleaving.I'm

giventwoguardswhowillgo



withmetogetAdanisa,l

hopeshe'sokay.

*Zibusiso*

*Me*:babewhatisit?

Shehastearsonhereyes

.Mywifeisastrongwoman

nothingjustbreakssothat's



whyI'm panickingcausel

knowwhateveritisitmust

beserious.

*Her*:it'snothing

Lies.

*Me*:siqaleniniukuqambela

amangawesthandwa

somoyawami(sincewhen



didwestartlyingtoeach

othermylove?)

*Her*:promisemeonething.

Anythingforher.

Itakeherhandsandlook

deepintohereyes.

*Me*:anythingforyou



sthandwa(love).

Shestaresattheroofand

sniffsbeforeansweringme.

*Her*:promisemethat

whateverandlmean

whateverhappensbaba

wenganeyami(fatherofmy

child)awungekeungitshiye

(youwon'tleaveme).



Whereonearthdidsheget

suchanideathatlwillleave

her.

*Me*:lalelasthandwasami

(listenmylove)lwould

nevereverdoyoulikethat

,youareminelam yours

foreverandevertilldeathdo

ispartlpromise.



Shefaintlysmilesatme.We

hugeachotherandlgiveher

akissonherforeheaddamn

llovethiswomanldon't

knowwhyshe'sbeing

insecure.

*Aneliswa*

Ithinkmydadisnuts.You



can'tmisstheexcitementin

hisvoiceashe'stellingme

aboutanAdanisachickwho

gotrapedlikewhat'sexciting

aboutthat.

*Dad*:nowmydaughterwe

haveareasontojustattack

them causetheycrossedthe

borderandrapedoneofour

owninbroaddaylight.



Mnxsohewasjustlooking

foranexcusetoattackthe

Invaders.

*Mom*:enoughaboutthat

howarethewedding

preparationsgoing?

*Me*:wearegettingmarried

thedayaftertomorrow.



Wellldecidedtojustmarry

Sthembiso(thatPrince)

thereisnowayBrandonand

Iwillfallinlove.Anyways

whatam levensayingI'm

notevensureifhe'smy

chosenonemaybethis

Sthembisoguyistheonefor

meandI'm sickandtiredof

myfamilylwouldrathergo

stayinanotherkingdom

eventhoughwewouldbea



Unitedkingdom itwon'tbe

thesame.

I'm tiredoflife,mylifeinthe

pastmylifeinthefuture,I'm

realizingcomingherewas

ridiculouslcouldhavejust

putmyhouseinorderand

waitedfordeathcauselookl

wasfeelingsorryformy

familyinthislifeI'm currently

livingtheydon'tevencare



aboutme.ItslikeI'm more

ofacursethanablessingto

them .

*Voice*:don'tbe

discourageddon'tgiveup.

Mnxeasyforwhoeverthat

voicebelongstotosay.

*Mum*:goodlcan'twait!



Mydadjustrollshiseyes

nowwhat?Ithoughthe

supportedthismarriage.

*Dad*:that'sallyouever

thinkofmen,youshouldbe

busypreparingourarmy

honestlyldon'tknowwhy

youhadtobetheonetobe

giventhePowerswhata

waste.



Myheartshatterswiththe

wayllovemydad.He'smy

everythingyouknowwehave

thatkindofarelationshipme

beingthelastbornandhis

onlydaughter.

Iwonderiflhappentogo

backtothefutureiflwillstill

seehim thesamewaylsaw

him beforelcamehere.



*Mum*:mykinglthought

yousupportedthiswedding.

*Dad*:yeahyeahyeahlcan't

waitforhertoleave,Sisowill

thenpulluphissockslknow

withorwithoutpowershe'sa

greatleader.



*Me*:isthatall.

Myvoicesoundssocrocky,l

justwanttobreakdownand

crymyselftosleep.

Theybothnod.Wellcan't

waitforthedayafter

tomorrowsothatlleavethis

palace.



*Brandon*

Ifeelsuddenlydownandsad

,IfeellikeI'm not

appreciatedthatldon't

measureuptosomeone

.What'sthisnonsense,why

am lgettingdepressedfor

noreason?Ifeellikelwant

todie,tojustendmylifebut

Iwon'tcauseI'm acowardl

can'tcommitsuicide.My



emotionsmustbeplaying

trickswithmeI'm nocoward

minaiflwantedtokillmyself

lwouldjustfallonmysword.

AmazinglySphaseemsto

irritatemethesedays,she's

beingtooneedyformyliking

,alwaysfollowingmearound

.

Whatwaslsayinghereshe



is.

Shesmileswiththefuckme

nowsmileI'm innomood

,sexwithherisnolongerfun

.lfeelnothingyeslcome

andallbutlfeellikeit'snot

enough,ldon'tknowlexpect

oursoulstoconnector

somethingbuttheydon't

dololothere'snothing.



Shecomessitontoofme.

*Me*:hayi(no)Spha

Iflookscouldkillgood

people!

*Spha*:Brandonwhy,why

areyouchanging,why

shouldlbegofyourattention

thesedays.



Irollmyeyes.Guesswhat

sheslapsme!!

*Spha*:BrandonI'm sorryl

didn'tmeanto.I'm really

sorrypleaseforgivemebaby

.

*Me*:youdidthistoyourself

ldon'tthinklwouldwanta



disrespectfulwife.

*Spha*:Brandonwhatare

yousayingtome?

*Me*:figureitout.

Itakemybowandarrowand

leaveherthere.

Myheartrejoicesaslseeher



,wowwhatanice

coincidencethatwewould

meether.

*Me*:hey

Shelooksupshe'ssittingon

alog.

*Her*:areyoustalkingme.



*Me*:what?Geezgetoff

yourhighhorselgotfar

moreimportantthingstodo.

Shesmiles.

*Her*:ohyeah?

Inod.

*Her*:lgotaconfession



,welllthoughtlmightjust

tellyounotthatit'sthat

importantbutyouknow...

She'stalkingfastandbusy

playingwithherfingers.

*Me*:justtellme.

*Her*:yesterday....

yesterdaythatummm that



ummm yeahnehthat

ummm....wasummm the

ummm firsttimelgotkissed

you'reyou'remyfirstkiss.

She'ssaysthelastpart

lookingattheground.Some

weirdemotionldon't

understandflowsthrough

myheart.

*Me*:really?



Iaskherwithasidesmile.

Sheshylynods.Coveringher

facewithherhands.

Iremovethehandsfrom her

faceandlookdeepintoher

eyes.

*Me*:itdoesn'thavetobe



yourfirstandlast....

Shelooksatmewith

confusedeyes.

Damnshe'ssoinnocentso

purehearted,soselflesshow

am lgettingtoknowallthat

from staringintohereyes.

*Me*:followmylead,don't



panicrelax,weareinthe

middleofnowhere,noone

willseeus.

Iknowthere'sanissueofus

beingseentogether,our

fathersareenemiesweare

supposedtobeenemies.

*Her*:ltrustyou.



Where'sthatcomingfrom ?

Butitsomehowwarmsup

myheart.

Istepclosertoher,covering

thelittledistancethatwas

betweenus.lcannowfeel

herbodywarmthsocanshe

feelmine.Somehowlseem

tohearthebloodinherveins

rushinginexcitement.lpull

upherfacewithmyfingeras



lslightlybitmybottom lip.A

littlebloodflowsout.What

doyouknowshesucksitso

urgently,shedoesthesame

andlsuckherblood.Ifeel

myselfgettingstrongerand

stronger.Thelookinher

eyessaysitall,wherehas

shebeenmywholelife.l

thenlowermyheadto

captureherlips,shereceives

mylipssohungrily.Wekiss



.ltstartsrainingandthe

leavesonthetreesgrowso

hugecoveringusprotecting

usfrom theshowers.

*lNSERT8*

*Sibongile*



*Them*:wetoldyouhe

wasn'ttheoneforyoubut

didyoulisten!!

I'm tryingsohardtoshut

theirvoicesoutbutitain't

helping.ltrycomforting

myselfbyremindingmyself

thathesaidwhatever

happenshewon'tleaveme

butitain'thelpingnotwith



thesevoicesinmyhead.

Ismileatherlwonderwhere

she'scomingfrom ?She

hardlygoesoutshe'salways

inherchamber.

Ibowalittle.

*Me*:myprincess



Shegivesmeahug,okay

that'snewsheknowsldon't

likeher,whyisshegivingme

ahug.

*Me*:iseverythingalright.

Shecontinuallynodsher

head.

*Her*:yesyeseverythingis



superb.

FunnylgetanInvadersscent

onher.Iwonderwhatthis

means,isshebetrayingour

kingdom .

*Her*:whydon'tyoutell

Zibusisothatyoulostthe

baby?



Whatisshetalkingabout

,shedidn'tevenknowlwas

pregnantnooneknewjust

Sisoandlandldoubthe

wouldhavetoldher

somethinglikethat,hecan't

standher.

*Her*:youweretoldheain't

theoneforyouyour

ancestorsaretheoneswho

killedthebaby.



Yahlknowthattheytoldme

theytalktometheyalsotold

methathewillmeethis

fatedprincesssoon.

*Me*:Aneliswaldon'tknow

whatyouaretalkingabout.

Ikeepaseriousface.l

expecthertogetallbitchy



onmebutnahsheseemsto

betoohappytoentertainme.

Shejustwalksoff.She's

goingtobeaproblem inmy

lifeandldon'tlikeproblems.

Oncelfoundoutwhothe

fatedprincessislwilltake

careofthem bothlmean

what'smynameagain.I'm a

gogetterlalwaysgetwhatl

want.



*Adanisa*

Nevereverhavelthought

thatinmywholelifelwould

enterthepalacegateslet

alonestayhereforsome

time.Underdifferent

circumstanceslwouldhave

beenallsmilesandexcited

butnowwellyouknowhowl

am .



*Mihle*:Adayougoingtobe

okay.

Inod,shehasbeen

supportive.lwonderifher

parentsain'tlookingforher

yet.

*Mihle*:that'sZibusisothe

firstprince,handsomeright?



Shesayspointingathim ,the

momentwestareateach

otherthere'sthunderand

lightningtheskyhasgrewso

darklseeeveryonerunning

forshelter.Mihletriespulling

myhandsothatwealsogo

hideit'snowrainingsohard

butI'm stuckmyfeetcan't

movelcan'tgetmyeyesoff

him .He'salwaysstaringat



mewiththesameintensity.

Aladyaverybeautifulone

comesrushinguptohim l

swearifshewasn'troyalty

shewasgoingtoberunning

.Shestandsinfrontofhim

that'swhenthe

thunderstorm stops.Thesky

clearsupit'slikeitdidn't

evenrain.Theonlyevidence

that'sthereofthe



thunderstormsisthewetus.

Iheartheservants

whisperingthem amongst

themselvessayinghow

weirdthatis.lwonderwhat

justhappened.Weare

usheredintoourchamber.

Aservantenterswiththe

princess.lcan'tbelieveI'm

seeingAneliswainreallife



likewowshe'smyhero.

I'm suddenlyonmyknees.

*Me*:yourmajesty.

Shetellstheservantto

excuseus.HerandMihle

hugandtheystartcrying

wowthatwasfastsoMihle

befriendedtheprincessin



suchashortspaceoftime.

*Mihle*:thisisAdanisa

*Me*:myprincess

Ibowalittle,shelaughs

*Her*:heywhenwearealone

youcancallmeAneliswa.



Iblushalittle,wowlnever

thoughtshewouldbeso

beautiful.

Shegivesmeahug.

*Her*:I'm sosorryabout

whathappenedtoyoulhope

yougetbetterwithtime,

listenwe'rehereforyou,you

arenotonyourownyouhave

oursupport.



Okaylneverplannedtocry

onmyfirstmeetingwiththe

princess.

Wegrouphugandweall

crying.AtleastI'm notonmy

own,lgottwopeoplebymy

side.

*Aneliswa*:ithadtohappen



otherwiseyouwouldn'thave

methim .

*Mihle*:Metwho?

Webothlookingather.She

smiles.

*Aneliswa*:timewilltell.

Okayshe'sstartingtospeak



inriddleslikethatgranny.

*Spha*

Ihavenevercriedlikethisin

mylifebefore.Ijusthadto

slaphim nowhefoundan

excusetobreakupwithme.

Unclehascalledusboth,l



guesshehastoldhim that

he'sbreakingupwithme.

Howarewegoingtolive

afterwards.ldon'tevenknow

howlongwehavebeen

datingitfeelslikeforever.

Brandonhasbeenthecenter

ofmylife,he'smyeverything

.

*King*:greatI'm gladyou



couldbothmakeit.

*Me*:whatisthisabout

someofushavetrainingto

do.

*Him*:lheartheScouts

Princessisgettingmarried

tomorrowtoPrince

Sthembiso.



*Brandon*:what??

Theshockthatisinhisface.

*King*:ldidn'tstutter.Soyou

knowwhatthismeansright

,itmeansthattheywillbe

oneUnitedkingdom ,they

canbeunbreakablewhen

theyjointogether.Sowe

needtobestrongmorethan

ever.Trainlikecrazy.



*Brandon*:areyoudone?

Helooksmiserable.

*King*:no,speakingabout

weddingswhenareyoutwo

gettingmarried?

Brandonexhalessoloudly.



*Him*:itain'thappening.

Hesaysrubbinghischin.

*King*:that'snonsensel

don'tevenwanttoknow

what'sgoingonbutwhatl

knowisthatthismarriage

mustgothroughotherwise

kissthethronegoodbye.



IseeBrandon'sAdam apple

movingupanddown.We

bothknowthatthisisnot

justathreat.ThisishowLeo

lostthethronebyrefusingto

marrythegirlunclehad

choseforhim .

Wellwellwellmyheart

rejoices,webothknowhow

muchthethronemeansto

Brandon,willheriskitfor



someonewho'sgetting

marriedtomorrow?Idon't

thinkso,I'm temptedto

sendtheguardsrunning

aroundthevillage

announcingmysoontobe

wedding.Tenyearsdownthe

lineormaybesoonerthan

thatlwillbecrownedQueen.

---



*Mihle'sstepmom*

YoohI'm sosickandtiredfor

thelasttwodayslhavebeen

goingtothestream toget

watercomeputonthefire

,cookforthefamily,dothe

kidslaundry,yoohthat'stoo

muchforonepersonl

wonderwhereMihleisshe's

supposedtocomebackand

doherchorescauseminal



can'ttakeitanymore.

I'm sittingonagrassmat

underaboabobtreeinmy

yard,drinkingsomemahewu

it'shotlikenoman's

business.

Myhusbandcomeslooking

sobeatendownbythesun.



*Me*:heybringBaba'sstool

!!!

Iyelllknowoneofthem kids

willcomewithit.

Whatdidltellyou.My

husbandsits.

*Me*:litshonilebaba(good

afternoon)



Hejustnods,lpourhim

somemahewu.

*Him*:whereisMihle's

dowry?

Heeh?

*Me*:excusemeldidn'thear

whatyousaid.



*Him*:laskedwhereMihle's

dowrywaslneedtogive

backtothefamilylcan't

believeyouconvincedmeto

marryherofftothem ,lsaw

thehusbandofitthatmanis

oldenoughtobemyfather!!!

Hehastenwivesaswe

speaknollovemydaughterl

won'tlethergoliveatsucha

household.



Eishlneverthoughthewould

changehismind.

*Me*:babaaboutthat...

*Him*:whataboutit?

*Me*:lspentthedowry.

ThenexttimelknowI'm



screamingaskingfor

forgiveness,beggingformy

life,thisguyisdoinga

numberonme.lthinkifthe

neighborsdidn'tcome

runningtomyyardlwould

havesurelykickedthe

bucket.

*Leo*

Ilikewalkingaroundthe



villageindisguiseforno

particularreasonjustnje

maybetheotherreasonit's

nicetojusttakeawalk

withoutpeoplebeingallover

you.

Iseeeveryoneisgathered

around,letmecheckwhat's

goingon.

There'saguycarryingababy



withoneofit'slegthehead

isfacingdownwardshehas

ahugeswordwithhim l

guesshewantstocutthe

babyintohalf.Isupposethe

womanthatiswailingso

loudlyisthemother.

Iasktheguynexttome.

*Me*:what'sgoingon?



*Guy*:he'satwin.

Nomanreallythistraditionis

sickjustsick.

Iremovemydisguise.

*Me*:stopthisnonsenseat

once,givethebabybackto

themother.



Assoonaseveryonenotices

thatit'smetheyallfallto

theirknees.

*Him*:butmymyprince

accordingtotradition.....

*Me*:Heyiwena

ungazongitshelalawo

masimba(heyyoudon'ttell



methatnonsense)lsaidgive

backthebabytoit'smother.

Thebabyisgivenbacktothe

mother.

Metothemother.

*Me*:mahiftheybotheryou

youshouldinform melwill

telltheroyalguardstolet



youiniftheyseeyou.

Shethanksmecryingso

much.

Welllalwaysfeelgoodwhen

ldoagooddeed,lknowlwill

beintroublewithmyfather.l

can'tcontrolitlalwayswant

tohelpwheneverlcan.it's

somethingthat'sinme.



Ijusthavetocomeupwitha

strategythatwillendthis

traditiononceandforall.

Igobacktothepalace.

*Me*:thatlookedlikea

Scoutmaid.

Sherollshereyesatme.



*Her*:whatwouldaScout

Princessbedoinghere?

*Me*:ldon'tknowyoutell

me.

Sheputsherarmsaround

myneck.Okaywhat'sgoing

on.



*Spha*:enoughaboutthat

you'remistaken.

I'm sureI'm notthosepeople

dressdifferentlyfrom us.

*Spha*:whataboutwetalk

aboutus.

Shesayspushingherbody

againstmine.



Shitwhatisshedoingthis

ain'trightshe'smybrother's

girl.

*Me*:Spha...

Isaysobreathlessly,she's

nowmassagingmydick

,damnwhenwasthelast

timelsleptwithawoman.



*Her*:yesbaby

Didhervoicegethuskerand

sexier?

*Me*:thisthis....

Damnshehasincreasedher

pace,lfeelmydickthrobbing

.HaAhthisain'tsupposedto



happen.

*Me*:wewe....

Whycan'tlconstructafull

sentence.

She'ssogoodathandjobs

ohfuck.

AnimageofherthatScout



huddledupagainstahuts'

wallwrappedinanimalskin

tryingtowarm herselfup

crossesmymind.lsuddenly

gosoftandpushSphaaway.

*Me*:ldon'tknowwhatkind

ofgameyouareplayingbut

itwon'tworkdearcousin.

Ithinkshe'shavingproblems

withBrandon,yeahthathas



tobethecasecauselcan't

rememberthelasttimethey

wereallovereachother.

*Spha*:comeonstop

playinghardtoget.

Ilaughoutloud.Andjust

walkaway,shehasguts

shamecausethere'strouble

inparadiseshenowwantsto

makemeherplanB,aii



ngekeshame,evenifSpha

wasthelastwomanalive,l

wouldbewithher,evenifwe

werethetwolastpeopleon

earthandwehadtomaintain

thehumanracelwould

ratherwegoextinctshame.

Iwonderhowlcanseethat

Scoutgirlwithoutgettingany

ofusintrouble.



---

*lNSERT9*

*Sibongile*

*Me*:heywenayouthink

you'reherejusttoeatand

fartcome-onwakeup.



IsaypokingAdanisawithmy

foot.Mnxshe'saheavy

sleepierlwillfixher.

Iwhispertotheservantto

bringmewater.lpourthe

wateralloverher.

Shejumpsandstarts

screamingandwailingloudly

.



*Her*:pleasenopleasedon't

dothistomepleasestop!!!!

She'sscreamingsoloudly

.OMGwhathaveldone.

AneliswafollowedbySiso

comerushingin.

Aneliswatriesshushingher

butshe'sstillatit.Funny



thinghereyesareclosed.

*Aneliswa*:MyPrincewhy

don'tyoutry.

I'm expectinghim torefuse

butwhatdoyouknowhejust

shrugglesandgoesnear

Adanisa.Heembracesher

andthecrieseventuallydie

down.



*Him*:gethersomething

elsetowear.

Whyishemad?

*Him*:Sibongile!

Hehasnevercalledmewith

mynamebeforelonce

wonderifheevenknewit.



*Me*:myPrince?

Iwantedtosaybabebutyoh

heseemstobemadatme.

*Him*:youheardmegoget

hersomethingelsetowear

theseareallwetisn'tyou're

theonewhodecidedtopour

wateralloverher.



Itellaservanttogether

somethingtoweartheeyel

receive.He'snotserioushe

wantsmetopersonallydoit.

Iplayedthisallwrongl

shouldhavejustleftherall

alonenowmystupidnessis

theonethatwillgetthem

closemnx.

Aneliswafollowsme



laughingatmyear.

*Her*:youcanneverfight

fate,youinterferthequicker

hewillleaveyou.

Ifshewasn'taprincessthe

slaplwasgoingtogiveher.

*Me*:myprincessmayyou

excuse.



Ijustwantedtotellherto

fuckoffbutwellmightget

myselfhanged.

*Her*:youareexcused

Shesayswithahugeass

smile.Mnxlwillhavetotake

careofbothofthem soon

enough,youneverknow



Aneliswamightjusttellher

brotherllostthebaby,Sisol

knowwouldbe

understandingandmourn

withmebutwithhisfated

onearoundlcan'ttake

chances.lwillhavetouse

Everythinglhavetokeephim

.

*Adanisa*



He'sbythecowskraal.He's

sittingonarock,sharpening

hisknife,hehasremovedhis

royalhidethathehangsover

hischest.Wowohlordyou

guysdoknowhowwarriors

body'slooklikeright.

*Me*:hey

Helooksupandfaintly

smilesatme.



*Me*:I'm heretothankyou.

TheprincessandMihletold

mehowhewasableto

shushmewhenlwascrying

inmysleep.Withtheway

theydescribedthescenel

knowtheywereexaggerating

.lcan'tbelievetheyare

makingahugedealoutofitl

surehewasjusttryingto



helpthisguyismarried.

Hejuststaresatme.lt'stoo

muchthewayhe'sstaringl

wonderiflhavesomething

onmyface.

*Me*:umm

Hegetsoutofit.



*Him*:youwantedtothank

mefor?

Heasksasifhewasn'tglued

onmyfaceafewminutes

ago.

*Me*:lheardyouhelpedme

inthemorning.

Ihopehewon'taskhowhe



helpedme,Mihlesaidhe

kissedmeallovermyface

that'showlgottokeepquiet

ldon'tbelieveherbutwhatif

heasksme.

Henods.

*Him*:don'tworryaboutitit

wasnothing.



*Me*:okaysoumm what'sa

wholePrincedoingatthe

kraals.

Hesmilesagenuinesmile

thistime.

*Me*:whatdoyoumean,are

yousayingaPrinceshouldnt

beseenbythekraals?



Helooksatmewithasmirk

onhisface.Goodlordwhy

am lsuddenlyfeelingshy.

*Me*:nahthat'snotwhatl

meant.

He'sstillsmirking.

*Me*:okayokayfinel

thoughtPrince'sshould



alwaysbeindoorsdoingtheir

royalduties.

Helaughs,didlsay

somethingfunny?Butlfind

myselfsmilingfrom earto

ear.

Hegetssoserious

afterwards.



*Him*:listenldon'tknow

whyAneliswaisnotplanning

anattack,wehavetopunish

theInvadersforwhatthey

didtoyou.

*Me*:that'scauseshe'sgot

morebrainsthanyou,she's

agreatleaderyoucan't

punishthewholevillagefor

thesinsoftwopeople,atthe

otherhandwemightalso



losesomeofourmenallfor

whattwopeople.

*Him*:areyousayingthat

theyshouldgetawaywith

whathappenedtoyou?

*Me*:nooobutunlikeMihlel

knowhowthosemenlook

likesoldon'tknowhowwe

canlookforthem lwant

them tobepunished...



Hewipesatearthatfreely

falls.Damnsoembrassing

whyam lcryinginfrontof

him hewillthinkthatI'm

weak.He'ssocloseandl

suddenlynoticehowmanly

heis.

*Him*:wasyourfamily

informedofyour

whereabouts?



Howam lsupposedtothink

straightwhenhe'sstillclose.

*Me*:nolgotnofamilyit's

justme,I'm anorphanand

mybrotherdiedduringthe

warsoit'sjustme.Butlain't

lonelylgotMihle.

Thepityinhiseyesmakes



mewanttobreakdownbutl

won'tinfrontofhim .

Sothisismerunningtomy

temporaryChambers,he

callsaftermebutldon'tlook

backneitherdolstoplonly

stopwhenlhavereachedmy

destination.lclosethedoor

andjustwailloudly.



*Aneliswa*

Todaythepalaceisabitfull

,somerelativesldon'teven

knowarehere.I'm sure

mostofthem arejusthere

forfoodandsothatpeople

seethem thattheyare

relatedtotheroyalfamily.

*Anauntofsomesort*:oh

mybeautifulprincesslook



howmuchyouhavegrown

,I'm soproudofyoulook

you'regettingmarriedto

Sthembisohewillmakea

goodhusbanddearandI'm

sureonedayyouguyswill

makewonderfulleadersof

thecombinedKingdoms.

Blahblahblah,I'm nowbored

ofhearingthesamething

overandoveragain.I'm sure



somedon'tevenmeanitthey

arejustfakingitsothatby

thetimewearedonewith

theweddingceremonythey

willbegivensacksofmaize.

*Me*:thankyouitmeansa

lotaunty.

*Her*:noproblem dearwe

areproudofyou,weraised

youwell.



Heehthiswoman!Wonders

nevercease,raisedmewell

when?Idon'tevenknowher!

*Me*:yeskkkkmayyou

excusemelhavetogreet

somemoreguests.

*Her*:okaydeartellyourdad

yousawmeright.



Shesayswinkingatme,

whatdidltellyou?Ijust

smileatherandwalkaway.

Whenlreachahallwaythat

hasnopeopleltransport

myselftotheforest.ljust

wantsomepieceofmind.l

wanttobealoneawayfrom

themaddeningcrowd.



Greathe'shere.ldon'tknow

howlfeelabouthim .Okay

lies,myheartispartofhim

butheain'ttherightmanfor

me.

Helooksup,he'ssittingon

mylog.

*Him*:lwashopingyou

wouldcome.



What'sthis?Arewenowa

bunchofhighschoolkids

whowaitforeachotheron

somesecretplaces.

*Me*:Iwanttobealone,you

arenotwelcomehere,thisis

oursideoftheborder.

*Him*:wowAneliswal



thoughttherewas

somethingbetweenus,didn't

youfeelit,don'tyoufeelit.

Whatchanged?

*Me*:whatchangedwasyou

distractingmeonthatday

causeyouknewlwouldhear

herscreamswithmypowers

butnoyoukeptme

distractedthat'swhylnever

heardhercryforhelp,you



weremessingupwithmy

headwelldone,ljustwonder

whatyouwanttodistractme

from thistime.

Hegivesmeaconfusedlook

it'slikehedoesn'tknowwhat

I'm talkingabout.

*Me*:yousenttomento

rapeawomanbythestream

didn'tyou?Whytoteachusa



lesson,letmetellyou

somethingmydadmydadis

breathingfirehe'sgoingto

tearyouguysapartjustwait

andsee.

Thewaymyvoiceissocold

it'sshockingevenmethe

ownerofit.

Brandon'seyesturniceblue.



*Him*:listenldon'tknow

howthathappenedbutl

neversentanyonetorape

anywaybutlwilllookforthe

menandhavethem killed.

Thepainthat'sinhisvoice.

*Him*:seeI'm willingtokill

myownpeopleforyou,that's



howmuchyoumeantome.l

wantthistowork.

*Me*:wellletmetellyoua

littlesomething,it'stoolate

thedamageisalreadydone

,wecan'tmakeherforget

,wecan'treversetime

.What'sdoneisdone,you

can'tusespiltmilkcanyou.

Heholdsmyhand,lignore



thetinglesthatrunallover

mybodyandjustdisappear,l

willjuststayinmychambers

,hopefullynoonewillbother

me.

*Brandon*

Leocomesrunningtome.



*Leo*:dudestopit.

Stopwhat?

*Me*:heeeh?

*Him*:stopit!

That'swhenllookaround

damn,didldothis?



Therearestrongwinds

blowingaroundthevillage

,somehutsdon'tevenhave

roofsanymore.There'seven

aguyholdingontoatreeso

thathedoesn'tgetblown

away,thecurrentsarethat

strong.

Thingaboutmetheweather

sometimeschangesdueto

mymood.LikerightnowI'm



sodownandheartbroken

wowlwonderifthisishow

Sphafeelslikebeingrejected

ain'tcoolmanandtothink

withthewaylloveAneliswa.

Leoshakesme.Okayfinel

hadforgotten.

Iclapmyhands,thewind



diesdown.

*Me*:I'm sosorrymypeople

,yourroofsandeveryother

thingyoulostwillbe

replaced.

Iseethem clappingtheir

hands.Whyaretheydoing

that?Peopleyouwillnever

understandthem ormaybe

it'sjustthattheyloveme



withmyimperfections.

She'sjustsittingbehindahut

.Herplaceisnearthepalace

that'swhyshedoesn'tliveat

theservantsquarters.She's

makingsomeroyalbeads.

*Me*:Gugu

Shelooksupandsuddenly



herfacelightsupwhenshe

seesthatit'sme.

*Her*:putyourassdown

,howmanytimesshouldl

tellyounottocallmebymy

name?Doyouknowhowold

lam ?

Sheaskssmiling.



*Me*:lwasfeelingdownl

thoughtthatlshouldcome

visitmyfavoritewoman.

*Her*:aiisuka(getaway)

Shesayslaughing.Suddenly

lfeelabitbettercominghere

wasagoodidea.Guguisa

niceservantwoman,she's

likeamothertome.She

usedtobemynursewhenl



wasgrowingup,withmy

mom beingtoobusywithher

queenlyduties,Guguisthe

closetthinglhavetoa

mother.

IjusthopethisAneliswa's

thingworksitselfout.Ifit's

meanttobeitwillhappen

,onethingthatGuguhas

taughtmeisnevertorushor

forcethingscausetheywill



happenontheirownpace...

---

*lNSERT10*

*Sphamandla*

Myeyesandearsatthe

Ndimandepalacehastold

meaninterestingbitof



information.HencewhyI'm

here.

*Me*:Ithoughtyouwouldn't

come.

*Her*:isthisplaceevensafe?

Sheaskslookingataspider

thatisbusywebbingit'sweb

onthecave'swall.



Irollmyeyestalkabout

spoiltbrats.

*Me*:doyouhaveabetter

placeinmind?

Sheshakesherhead.Of

coursenotwecan'tmeet

anywhereelse,weare

enemieswearen'tsupposed



tobeseentogether.

*Her*:sowhyam lhere?

Whoissheasking?When

sheleftthepalacewhere

wasshegoing?

*Me*:lbelievewehavea

commonenemy.



Shefoldsherarmslookingat

mewithaboredexpression.

Mnxbeingdesperatemakes

youdothingsyouwould

neverdoinyourlife.ldon't

likebeggingpeoplewitha

stinkingattitude.

*Me*:Aneliswa....



Sheyawns.

*Her*:whatabouther?

Ifeellikebeatingthestinking

attitudeoutofher.

*Me*:lwantherdead.

*Her*:obviouslyyouarean

Invaderyouwantour



Princessdead.

Ifldidn'tneedherlwould

haveleftbynow.

Iguesslplayedthisthe

wrongwaylwantedhertobe

team Sphaseemslikeitain't

happening.

*Me*:listenlknowyoulosta



babybutyouhaven'ttoldthe

firstPrinceyet,lwonder

whatwillhappenifhe

happenstocomeacross

suchinformation.

That'swhenlgether

undividedattention.

*Me*:helpmekillAneliswa



andyoursecretwillbesafe

foraslongasyouwantitto

be.

Sheswallowshard,lknowl

canbeintimidating

sometimesthat'swhyI'm the

Ndiweni'sarmycommander.

*Mihle*



TheKinghasaskedformy

presenceatthethroneroom .

Ihurryuplwonderwhatsup.

*Him*:youmayapproach.

Ibowdown.

*Me*:mykingyoucalledfor



me.

*Him*:yourhusbandishere

togetyou.

Myhusband?Leo?

Ican'tthinkofanyoneelse

whomightcomegetme.

*Him*:sincewehaven't

takencareofyourfriend's



issuewewillsendsometwo

guardswithyouforyour

safety.

*Me*:thankyoumyking.

*Him*:orifyoudon'tlike

yourhusbandyoucanbemy

concubine.

Didmyearsjusthear



correctly.DidAneliswa'sdad

justaskmetobehis

concubine?

*Me*:myking?

*Him*:it'sbetterthanbeing

aneleventhwifeofanold

commoner.

Eleventhwife??



What'sgoingon?

*Him*:you'reshocked

,hahahayourfamilyhas

alreadyspentthedowryyou

areamarriedwoman.

Igottwooptions,marrythe

kingorgolivewithmyold

husband.Marryingtheking

isbetterbutlseeAneliswa's

dadasmyfatherlmeanyou



guysknowAneliswaandl

grewuptogethersovelethe

thoughtofitmakesmewant

tothrowup,it'ssodisgusting

lwouldrathergoforthe

strangerldon'tknow.

Mylifehereseemstobe

gettingmoreworsethan

betterkantiwhenarewe

goingbacktoournormal

lives?



*Me*:Iwillgowiththeold

manmylord.

He'ssoshocked.

*Him*:what??I'm even

youngerthanhim ,lwillgive

youabetterlife,youwillbe

respectedthroughoutthe

village.Ourkidswillbeof



royalbloodandyouare

choosingthatskankthat's

waitingforyououtside?

Inod.Atleasthe'snot

forcingmetobehis

concubinethatwasgoingto

bemyworstnightmare.

*Him*:okay,butifeveryou

changeyourmindthepalace

doorsarealwaysopenfor



you,lknowyouwillbeback

heresoonerthanlater.

*Queen*:whereisshegoing?

Sheasksentering.

*King*:backtoherhomeI'm

sayingshewillbeback

causeoftheloveshehasfor

herfriend.



Shenodsunderstandingly.if

onlysheknewherhusband

wasproposinghislovefor

me.

I'm dismissed.Greatherel

gotomyoldmadala(man)

lifecouldn'tgetanyworse.



*Brandon*

*Dad*:sowhenareyou

marryingSpha?

Aiicanheleavemealone.If

helikeshisniecesomuch

whydoesn'themarryher

himself?

*Me*:there'snorushyour



lordshipsoon.

*Him*:lhopesocauseifyou

havenointentofmarrying

herlwillleavethethroneto

mybrothersfamily.

Hemustbeoutofhismind,

theonlypersonldon'tmind

gettingthethroneisLeo

causethat'shisbirthright.



Anyotherpersonwhowants

totakeitawayfrom mewill

havetotastethewrathofmy

sword.

*Me*:wearegettingmarried

soondon'tworryaboutit.

*Him*:what'smakingyou

hesitate?



Aneliswa,lloveherbutifshe

decidestomarryherskinny

PrinceSthembiso,with

sunkenholloweyesthenahh

lwillmarrySphacausereally

whatelsecanldo.

*Me*:nothingljustdon't

thinkrightnowisthebest

timetogetmarried.The

Scoutswillgetstronger



whentheyintermarrywith

theDubessowecan'tletour

guarddown.

Thewayhesmiles.

*Him*:youwillmakeagreat

leaderson.

WithAneliswabymyside

yes,withSphaI'm notreally



sure.

*Janet*

Sheopensherstinkyhut

mnxbloodycommoner.

Shebowsalittle.lknow

she'sjustdoingittoescape

thedeathpenaltynotcause



sherespectsme.

*Her,*:yourhighness.

Ipushthedooropenandlet

myselfin.

*Me*:GuguGuguGuguwhy

don'tyoulisten!!!!



Shejuststaresatme.

*Her*:whathaveldonethis

time?

Thiswomanthinksshe's

betterthanmecauseherson

hasthegiftoftheancestors

andthathe'sgoingtobethe

nextKing.



*Me*:ltoldyouldon'twant

toseeyounearmyson

Brandon!

*Her*:lkeepawayfrom him

,he'stheonethatcomes

herelookingforme.

*Me*:itshouldstop!!

*Her*:youcan'tjustbreaka



motherandsonbond.

Shespitsback.

*Me*:youarenothismother

,lonlymadethekingdrunk

sothathesleepswithyou

unknowninglysothatyou

givebirthtoasoncausemy

wombwasdead,thiswas

nottheagreement,you

motheringhim ,hemightfind



outthetruthandeverything

mightchangetheyain't

nothingthatthekinghates

morethandeceit.

*Her*:lknowthatbutyou

can'ttellmetostoploving

him .it'snotlikeIwilltellyour

secret,ldon'tevenknowwhy

lagreedtothatshitinthe

firstplace.



Islapher.

Shelooksatmeshocked.

*Me*:don'tgetonmybad

books,youwon'tlikeit.Stay

awayfrom Brandonit'san

order.Aroyalordersoyou

betterfollowitcauseyou

knowtheconsequencesof

notfollowingaroyalorder

.Don'tmakeabadperson



juststayawayfrom myson.

*Leo*

*Me*:I'm lookingforyour

daughter,sheneedstocook

formeagain.

Imissher,lcan'tbelievel

tookthisrisk,ifthesepeople



singtotheirkingaboutwhat

I'm doinglwillstartan

unnecessarywar.

*Her*:shedoesn'tlivehere

anymoremyprince.

*Me*:wheredoesshelive?

*Her*:neartheriver,she's

nowmarried.



What!Marriedtowho?Wait

buttheydidtellmethelast

timelwashere.

*Me*:ohokayumm thank

you.

Thiscan'tbehappeningand

withthewaylwanttosee

her.Letmetakeachance



andgototheriverofit,l

meanifshelivesnearthe

riverlmightfindherthere.

Theancestorsmustbeon

myside.Thereshejust

sittingonarockstaringat

thewater.

*Hey*:hey



Ohnoshehastearsinher

eyes.

Isitnearher.

*Me*:talktome

*Her*:it'snothingdon'tworry

yourhandsomeselfaboutit.

*Me*:it'smydutytotoworry



aboutpeople.

*Her*:wellyou'renotmy

Princegoworryaboutyour

villagers.

Shesaysslightlysmiling.

*Her*:lwanttobealone.

*Me*:it'sokaylwon'tbother



youlwon'tevensayawordl

willbesittinghererightby

yourside.Youarenotalone

,Iwillalwaysbeherewith

you.

Shetakesmyhandintohers

andwejustsittherestaring

atthewater.



*Adanisa*

*Her*:lwantedtoapologise

forpouringwateralloveryou

,itwasn'tintentionalit'sthe

pregnancyitmakesmedo

ridiculousthings.

Isthisanapology?lain't

buyingit,itsoundssofakel

guessshewasaskedto

apologise.



I'm notreallyinthemood,l

can'tbelieveMihlehasleft.l

knowthatwomanhas

everythingtodowithher

gettingmarriedtothatold

man.lknowmyfriendshe

shewon'tsurvivetheother

wiveswilldriveherinsane.

*Me*:it'sokay,lknowhow

pregnantwomencanget.



Isaywiththebiggestfake

smileever.

*Her*:I'm gladyoucould

understand,youknowthe

firstPrinceandlare

expectingourfirstchild.

Shesaysbrushinganon

existentbump,wellifldidn't



knowbetterlwasgoingto

saysheain'tpregnantbut

whoknowsshemightjustbe

afewweeksgone.lfeel

sorryforthepeopleshelives

withifshe'sgoingtostart

blamingthepregnancyat

thisearlystage.

*Her*:wearesohappily

married.



Whyisshetellingmeallthis

,likeduhnooneisinterested

inherlife.

*Me*:youguysdon'tlook

happyatalllwastoldhe

sentyou.....

Ouchdidshejustslapme?

Iholdmyburningcheekso



surprisedandshockedatthe

sametime.

*Zibusiso*:ladiesis

everythingalrightlheard...

*Her*:babeeverythingisfine

.

*Zibusiso*:Adawhyareyou

holdingyoucheek?



Idon'tknowwhyhiswords

causemytearstofall.

Ihearamnxcomingfrom

Sibongile.

Whatdoyouknowhe

embracesmeandthatjust

causingmetobreakdown.



-

*lNSERT11*



*Aneliswa*

Thevillagersarealsohere

.Everyonewantstowitness

thisweddingceremony.lt

meansalottothem ,it'sno

secretthattheDubevillage

issuccessful,it'sabit

modernizedcomparedto

ours,theyhavestrong

warriors,theirlandisvery



fertileevenduringdrought

theynevergohungry.Who

am ltotakethisamazing

opportunityfrom mypeople.

*Adanisa*:youlooking

beautifulmyprincesslthinkl

gotalittlecrushonyou.

IwonderwhatthefutureAda

wouldsayifsheknewher

currentherwasalloverme.l



justcan'tstandthatwoman.

*Me*:thankyou,I'm doing

therightthingright?

Shetakesmyhandsinto

hersandstaresdeeplyinto

myeyes.

*Her*:onlyyouandyou

alonecananswerthat



question.Whatlwillsayto

youistonevergiveupyour

happinessforsomeonefor

exampleyourparentsusthe

villagerscauseattheendof

thedaywewillbeenjoying

thefruitsofyoursacrifice

butyoumyfriendwillbe

livinginmisery.Sofollow

yourheartdon'tletanyone

makeadecisionforyou.it's

okaytowaitforlovedon't



rushthings,lknowasa

princessyougotalotof

responsibilities,yourdutyis

tousbutit'salsookaytoput

yourselffirst,todowhat

Aneliswawantsnotwhat

Adanisawantsyoutodo

.Rightnowyouwanttotie

theknotwithPrince

Sthembiso,questioniswill

youbehappywithhim ?How

longareyougoingtolast



beforehedrivesyoucrazy

andyoustartregrettingyour

decision?Howisthis

marriagegoingtoaffectyour

future?

*Me*:repeatthelast

question,whatdidyousay?

Shefoldsherarmsandrolls

hereyes.



*Her*:lhaterepeating

myselfdidn'tMihletellyou?

Shedidn'tbutsomehowl

knoweventhefuturehershe

hatesrepeatingherself.l

guesssomethingsjustdie

hardinourDNA.

*Her*:IASKEDHOW THIS



MARRIAGEWILLAFFECT

YOURFUTURE?

Ouchmyearsdidshehave

toyellthough?

Thelastquestionhasgotmy

attentionallthistimelended

upbeingonewiththeancient

me,forgettingwhyIwas

hereinthefirstplace.



*Me*:(toaservantbythe

doorway)heypleasecall

princeSthembisoforme.

Sheopenshereyessowide

.lknowweain'tsupposedto

meetbeforetheunion.

*Me*:you'restillhere?



Shehurriesoff.

*Her*:youknowit'sbadluck

tomeetthegroom before

theceremony.

Marryinghim isbadluck.

*Me*:where'sMihle?

It'sweirdlhaven'tseentoday



oryesterday.

Herfacesuddenlyfalls.

*Her*:she'smarriedtosome

oldman.

What?Howcomeldon't

knowaboutthis.

*Me*:oh



Ihaven'tbeenthebestfriend

thatI'm supposedtobe.l

havebeentoobusy

focussingonmyselfandthis

princesshood.

Adanisaeyesareglistening.

*Her*:shedoesn'tdeserve

this,she'ssogoodhearted.



Mihlegoodhearted,yesshe

isbutweallknowhowmy

sisteris.

*Him*:sowhydidyoucall

me.

Hesaysleaningagainstthe

door.I'm sureit'snottolook

sexybutit'sforbalancethe



guyissoskinny.

*Me*:Adanisamayyou

excuseus.

Thelookshegivesme.I'm

sureshe'scuriouswhyl

calledSthembisohere.

*Me*:comein



Hedoes,hisbodyposture

saysitall,hewouldratherbe

somewhereelsethanhere

andthisisthemanlwantto

tospendtherestofmylife

with.

*Me*:lummm ldon'tthinkl

candothisanymore.

*Him*:youcan'tdowhat?



*Me*:gothroughwiththis

wedding.

Helookssoshocked.

*Him*:PrincessAneliswa

Ndimandewhatareyou

saying?Doyouknowwhatis

atstakehere?Ontopofthat

twovillagesaregathered



outsidethesewalls,people

arelookingforwardtothis

unionyoucan'tjustchange

yourmindjustlikethat.What

willyourfathersay?

Inowrememberthatgogos

wordstheonewhoenabled

ustotravelthroughtime

"youhavetofixyourfate

causeyourparentsarethe

oneswhochangedit",lwant



topleasemydad,proveto

myfatherthatI'm asgood

asason,butwhat'stheusel

don'tbelonginthistime

framelhavetostopthis

unionsothatBrandonandl

canfallinloveinthefuture.

*Me*:Iknowwhatisatstake

butthisismydecisionI'm

notgettingmarriedtoyou.



*Him*:okayfineI'm not

goingtobegyoulmeanI'm

gainingnothingfrom this

marriage,justabeautiful

wife.I'm goingtolookfora

wifesomewhereelse.

Heleavesmejuststanding

there,lhopelmadetheright

decision.

*Adanisa*



Nooneknowswhere

Aneliswadisappearedto,we

lookedforherafterour

kingdom gotcursedby

PrinceSthembisoandhis

fathersayinghowmuchwe

havewastedtheirtime.lfeel

likeit'sallmyfaultldon't

evenknowwherelgotthe

advicelwastellingher.it's

likewordswerejustcoming



outofmymouth.

Thekingisbreathingfire,the

royalguardshavebeensent

alloverthekingdom tolook

forher.lwonderwhathewill

dotoherifhefindsher.

*Him*:youlooksosad

*Me*:lfeellikeit'smyfault,l



toldhertofollowherheart.

Herputshisarm overmy

shoulder.

*Siso*:andthat'swhatshe

didsorelaxitain'tyourfault.

Iremovehisarm .

*Me*:butyouaremarried?



*Siso*:Iam aprince.

Whatdoesthatmean.

*Me*:meaning....

*Him*:lcanhavemorethan

onewife.

Ineverreallythoughtofit



thatway.

*Him*:sowhatdoyousay?

Idon'tevenknowthisguy,

hiswifehatesmyguts,butl

wanttakemyownadvice

andfollowmyheart.lfeel

likehe'sthemissingpiecein

mylife.Yesbadthingshave

happenedtome.Mysoul

hasbeenbroken.Mylife



storyain'tinteresting.Butl

can'tjustdwellonthat,life

moveson.lknowitwilltake

sometimeformeto

completelyhealbutlfeellike

withhim bymysideanything

ispossible.Somehowthose

wordsthatgogosaidare

startingtomakealittle

sense.Ifthatunfortunate

thingdidn'thappentomel

wouldhavenevermetthe



firstPrince.

*Me*:yeslwillmarryyou.

..........................................

*Mihle*

Ouchlgotamassive

headache.lopenmyeyes

,whyoneartham lsleeping



onthefloor.Mybodyhurts,l

shakeAneliswashe's

sleepingnexttome.

Shewakesupcoughing,this

room isfilledwithsmoke.l

wonderwhat'sburning.

*Her*:myhead.

Iknow.



*Me*:wherearewe?

*Gogo*:youareup.

Ohthiswoman,wecame

herelookingforasolution

,sothatwedon'tdieinthree

weeks.

*Me*:yahsohowdowedo



this?Howdowetravel

throughtime?Idon'twantto

dielhavealottolivefor.

Thegrannylaughs.What's

funny?

*Her*:youarebackdear.

I'm backfrom where?



*Aneliswa*:withalldue

respectmahwhatdoyou

meanweareback,itdoesn't

makesense.

Alwaystherespectfulonel

toldyouguysthisold

magogoisnuts.

Icheckthedateonmyphone

seemslikelhavebeen

asleepforafewhours,what



didltell?She'snuts.

*Her*:lknowyoudon't

rememberanythingbutit's

betterthatwayyouboth

fixedyourfates,youMihle

youranawaywithLeotohis

kingdom andendedgetting

marriedthere,Aneliswayou

didn'tmarrytheprinceyour

familychoseforyou,you

followedyourheartand



marriedBrandon.

Ifeelmychestclosingin

.Whatonearthisshesaying?

AneliswamyownAneliswa

isdestinedtobemarriedto

themanllove.it'snosecret

I'm notoverBrandonyou

can'tjustchangeturnoff

yourfeelingsjustlikethat.

IseeAneliswalookingdown



,waitwhatsheknew

Brandonwasherchosenone

andsheneversaidanything

aboutit?

*Me*:lthoughtwewere

sisters,lthoughtwenever

hidethingsfrom eachother!

I'm hurthonestlyI'm hurt.



Shetriestouchingme.

*Me*:don't.

Itakemythingsandgetout

ofthehut.Greatweused

onecartogethere,hercar.l

don'tfeellikebreathingthe

sameairwithher.

*Leo*:what?



*Me*:canyoucamepickme

upI'm at...

Hedropsthecallonme.

Didn'tthisgrannyjustsaid

wefixedourfatesifsowhy

isLeobeingthedickthathe

is.

*Conductor*:town?



I'vebeenwalkingaimlessly

tryingtomakesenseofall

this.

Inod,greatMihleisridingon

somebrokendowncombi

.Mybatteryjusthadtodie

aslwasdialingataxi

number.



*Gugu*

Mypussyisonfire.Who

knewmysexlifewouldbe

thisinteresting.

*Him*:thatsmile,youwant

more.

OhGodnolcan'ttakeit



anymore,yohI'm tiredthis

guyhasenergyfordays.

Ishakemyheadno.

Hegetsontoofmeand

startsticklingme,who

thoughtthatatmyagel

wouldbeinaman'sbed

laughingmyassofflikea

teenager.



*Her*:thislookscozy.

Webothlookather.Wow

whoisshe,she'sbeautiful

,she'srockingsomeleather

pants,whitetuckedinshirt

,them highstilettos.

*Bongani*:Danisile?



*Her*:sirtheRussiansarein

thecountry,theywantto

meetwithyouASAP.

Youcan'tmisstheurgencyin

hervoice.Asmuchasl

understandthatthisiswork

relatedlgotanissuewith

herjustbargingintoour

room .listentothat"our

room".



*Me*:wellhaveyounever

heardofathingormaybe

mustlsayaphrasethatsays

knockbeforeyouenter.

Shepopshergum andturns

herbackonme.

Idon'tknowwhenlreached

her,butthisismepullingon

herwaveandshe's

screaming.



*Me*:listentomegirlyI'm

yourbossladydon'tgiveme

thatstinkingattitude.

Sheapologies,llethergo.

Bonganiisdyingoflaughter.

*Me*:whatareyoulaughing

at?



*Him*:it'snothingbosslady.

Mnxidiothe'sstilllaughing

hisassoff.

*Aneliswa*

Idrovearoundthe

neighborhoodbutshewas

nowheretobeseen,lguess



shehasgonetoherplace.

Iwouldrathergiveherspace

.lshouldhavejusttoldher

from thewordgo.Nowl

mightloseafriendjustlike

that.

Thewelcomelgetaslarrive

home.lruntomydadand

crushandjustbreakdown.

NooneknowswhyI'm crying



buttheyareallbeingthere

forme.

Ialsodon'tknowwhyI'm

cryingbutIfeellikelettingit

allout.

*Dad*:it'sokaylovejustcry

italloutwhateveritisit's

goingtobeokay.



*Sibongile*:lbakedyoua

cake.

That'ssweetofher.

*Sibongile*:sinceyouwillbe

leavingussoonlthought

whynotmakeyourlastdays

memorable.

Mnxnocancelthatwhoon



earthsaysthat.

*Me*:thankyoubutIjust

foundoutitwasa

misdiagnosis,it'sjusta

curablebacterialinfection.

*Mum*:soyouarenotdying?

Inod,tearsofjoyfillhereyes

.Thewholefamilyishappy,l



guesstravelingthroughtime

wasn'tabadideaafterifonly

lcouldrememberwhatwas

happeningthere.

*Brandon*

Idon'tevenknowwhylcame

here.



*Him*:Brandonson.

Hetriestositup,lwon'thelp

him ,ldon'twantanythingto

dowithhim.

*Him*:pleasehelpmeadjust

thisbed.

*Me*:tellme,whydidyou

callmehere?



Isay,ldon'tevenmove

,that'shisownproblem ifhe

wantstositcomfortably.

*Him*:how'syourmom ?

*Me*:whichone?

Hescratcheshishead.



*Him*:son.

*Me*:I'm notyoursondon't

callmethat,ldon'twant

anythingtodowithyou

.Onceyougetdischargedl

wantyoutostayawayfrom

mymotherandbrotheryou

hearme.Idon'twantyou

causinghavocinourlives.

Leoisamessdon'tgetme

startedonmom she'sworse



,youbrokeus,youruinedour

livesandtothinklalways

lookeduptoyou,youwere

myrolemodelonlytofind

outyouarefake.

Hiseyesareglistening,I'm

notbuyingit,thosearefake

tears.

Istandup.



Heholdsmyhand.

*Him*:secondchanceson

that'sallI'm askingfor.

*Me*:ifGugunevertoldus

aboutyou,wereyougoingto

confess?

Dololonoanswer.



*Me*:ldidn'tthinkso.

Ileavewithhim callingafter

me.ldon'tknowwhathe

wantsfrom meldon'twant

anythingtodowithhim .

*Leo*

Shelookslikeshe'sbeenhit



byatrain.

*Me*:herearethefilesfor

thetruckswepaidfor.

Isayputtingthefilesonher

desk.Thewayshelooksso

badlkindoffeelalittlebad

fordroppinghercall.

*Mihle*:thanks



*Me*:you'reokay?

*Her*:yeahsureclosethe

doorbehindyou.

Okaythat'sjustweird.

*Me*:isitaboutAneliswa?

Shelooksup.



*Her*:she'sbeenkeeping

somethingsoimportant

from me.I'm stillwondering

whyshewouldn'ttellme,we

don'tkeepsecretsfrom each

otherbutshewaskeeping

thisfrom me.

Idon'tevenknowwhatshe's

talkingabout.



*Me*:shemust'vehada

goodreason,calm down

thentalktohernicelyshe

mighttellyou.

*Her*:yahyahwhatever

closethedoorbehindyou.

Iwonderwhat'sgoingon

betweenthem ,theyhardly

fight.



*INSERT12*

*Zibusiso*



*Me*:hayibabewhatyou

saidtomysisterwasn'tnice

atall.

*Sibongile*:it'salways

AneliswathisAneliswathat

inthishouse!

Herewegoagainalways

complainingabouthowlput

Aneliswafirstbeforeher.l

lovemywifelreallydobut



Aneliswaismysisterpeople

shecan'tcompetewiththat.

*Me*:it'snotthattheway

yousaiditit'sasifyouare

expectinghertodropdead.

*Sibongile*:ofcourselmean

isn'tshehadbeendiagnosed

withcancerso....



Okaylgiveupshedoesn't

getwherehermistakewas.

*TVlady*:Atwentyfiveyear

oldwomanhasbeen

arrestedforkillingherrapist

,AdanisaMpofuwholivesin

......

*Sibongile*:babe,babe,

Zibusiso!!



IcanhearherbutI'm glued

ontheTVscreen,Adanisa?

Isn'tsheaswornenemyof

MihleandAneliswa,ldon't

rememberthelasttimelsaw

her.

I'm hitbyapillow.

*Me*:what?



*Sibongile*:ayibooI'm

talkingtoyouandwenayou

aregluedtothescreen!Are

tryingtosaywhatI'm talking

aboutisofnoimportance.

Ehhwomen.

*Me*:babeI'm watchingthe

news.



*Her*:mnxifldidn'tknow

betterlwouldsayyouare

attractedtomycousin.

Ihadforgottentheyare

cousins.

*Me*:she'sarrested,shegot

raped,youneversaid

anythingaboutthat.



*Sibongile*:causethere's

nothingtotalkabout,shegot

rapedsowhatpeopleget

rapedeverydayourlives

don'thavetobeonhold

becauseAdanisagotraped.

I'm speechless.

*Me*:butshe'sfamily!



*Her*:whatever.

Sheturnsoffhersidelamp.

*Me*:I'm goingtorepresent

her.

Clickthelampisonagain,if

lookscouldkilllwouldhave

joinedmyforefathersbynow



.

*Sibongile*:representherfor

thewhy?

*Me*:she'sfamily.

Sheclapsonce.

*Her*:familymyfootbabe

hayiI'm againstit.



*Me*:soyouwouldrather

haveyourcousinrotinjail.

*Her*:aiiyouwhoaskedher

tokillthatguy,shediditon

herownletherfacethe

consequences.Maybenext

timeshewilllearntofollow

thelawandnotputitinher

ownhands.



*Me*:babethisisyour

cousinwearetalking.

*Her*:evenifshewasmy

motherlwasstillgoingto

saythesamething.Shecan't

evenaffordyouandyou're

sayingyouwanttorepresent

her.

*Me*:she'sfamilyshe

doesn'tneedtopay.



Sheclapsonce.

*Her*:babethosehoursyou

willwasteonhercaseyou

meansuslosingmoney.

Asifwedon'thavemoney.

*Her*:weneedtoupdatethe

children'sbedroomslwent



toyourbrother'shouse

yesterday,thethingsthey

havedonetotheirkidsroom

withhiswife,babeweneed

tobeuptodate.

Asalwayswearecompeting

withmybrothers.They

marriedtwinswhoare

professionalfashion

designersandshealways

wantstocompetewiththem .



*Me*:lwillusemyafter

hoursthen.

*Her*:that'sbetter,suit

yourselfsinceyouwantto

helphersobad.lwillcallher

dadandtellhim thatyouare

representingher.

Notthatshecaresnobut



shewantshim tobeinher

debtforevercauseZibusiso

Ndimanderepresentedhis

daughteroneofthemost

paidlawyer'sinthecountry.

Ihopeitdoesn'tbecamea

difficultcaselwouldn'twant

toloseacase.



*Leo*

*Her*:umm sorrylthought

youhadleft.ljustwantedto

putthesefilesonyourdesk

youknowforumm youto

umm youknowrunthrough

them .

It'stenpm ldidn'texpect

anyonetobestillinthe

building.ljusttookashower



andI'm buttnaked.

She'sstaringatmydick.l

seehercrossingherlegs

don'ttellmeshejustgot

hornyfrom lookingatit.

*Me*:soleavephelaisn'tyou

havegivenmethedocument

ofit.



*Her*:umm yeahsorryI'm

leaving.

Shehasn'tmovedamuscle.

*Me*:Mihle!

Sheturnsshebumpsher

headonthedoor.lttakesall

inmenottolaugh.



*Me*:areyouokay?

*Her*:yahsureumm it's

nothing.

Shesaysrubbingher

forehead.

Ihearanouchfuckcoming

from thehallway,don'ttell

meshebumpedinto



somethingelsethere.

Itakemytimegetting

dressed,itsnotlikeI'm ina

rush,thathousejustmakes

mesick.Brandonhaseven

lefttohisownhouse.Sol

willbealone,listeningtomy

momsscreamsandcries

andfeelingbadcauselreally

don'tknowwhattodowith

heranymore.



Whatisshedoingonthe

road.lrollmywindowdown.

*Me*:andthenwhereisyour

car?

*Her*:lusedacombitoday.

Mihleacombi!



*Me*:hopin.

Shedoes.

*Me*:what'sgoingonwith

you.

*Mihle*:justdrivethedamn

car.

*Me*:I'm tryinghere.



*Her*:istheresomething

goingonbetweenBrandon

andAneliswa?

Ibustoutlaughing,what

that'sridiculous.

*Me*:wheredidyouhear

suchnonsense.Youknow

peoplearealwaysjealousof



yourfriendshipandtheyhave

wantedtobreakyouguysup

sinceyouwerekidssoreally

I'm surethisrumorthatyou

arehearingisoneofthem

schemes.

Shegivesmeafaintsmile

andstaresoutthewindow.

Iplaysomesoftmusic.Great

everyonearoundmeseems



tobedealingwithsomething

.

*Me*:let'shavesex

*Her*:wowjustlikethat,you

wanttogobacktoyourold

waysplayboy?

SinceSipho'spassingl

haven'thadsex,amazing



rightforsomeonewhohadit

onadailybasis.

*Me*:isitayesornotl

heardit'sgreattherapy.

Shelaughs.

*Her*:nothankyou.

*Me*:saysawomanwho



washungrilystaringat

NdiweniJunior.

Shejustcracksup.

*Her*:asifjuniorwasn't

reactingtomypresence.

Mnxshe'scrazyldidn'treact

toherpresence.Okaymaybe

justalittletinybit.



Sothisisusjustlaughingtill

wearrivebyhergate.

Sheopensherdoor.

*Me*:bye

Whatdoyouknowsheleans

overandkissesmeonthe

cheek.Sheusedtodothata



lotwhenshewasatoodler.

Shesmiles

*Her*:byeLeothanksforthe

rideandformakingmefeel

better.

*Me*:ifsextalkcanmake

youfeelbetterlwonderwhat

therealthingwoulddoto



you.

Sheclapsherhands.

*Her*:surrendbye,I'm outof

here.Firstthinginthe

morninglookatthat

documentlwantonmydesk

byeightfifteen.

Shemustbeoutofhermind



.I'm notgoingtowork

tomorrow.

*Me*:sureMissCOO

Idriveoff,rightthat

depressinghouseiswaiting

forme.

*Brandon*



*Her*:what'sahandsome

guylikeyoudoingonhisown

.

ShecanseeI'm eating.

Shepullsthechairandsits.

*Me*:nooneaskedyoutosit

sweetheart.



Thewaysheblushes.lguess

lstillhaveitinme,flirtingis

Leo'sthing,girlsjustfallfor

mecauseofmylooksnot

causeI'm agreatflirt.

*Her*:wifeydidn'tfeellike

cookingbreakfastforyou?

Sheaskssmiling,she'sgota



cutesmile.

Itouchmychest.

*Me*:lwishshewasthere

butwelllhaven'tbeenlucky

onthatdepartment.

*Her*:nowaysseriouslyyou

ain'tlyingtome,weknow

howyoumenare.



Youcan'tmissthe

excitementthat'sinhervoice

.

*Me*:I'm beingforrealbaby

girl.

She'sprettyreally.

*Me*:Brandon...



*Her*:BrandonNdiweniwho

doesn'tknowyou.

*Her*:I'm Sphamandla

*Me*:akaRosethemodel.

Shenods.

Okaythisisgoingtobe



interesting,Ihavenever

datedamodelbefore.lthink

it'shightimelmovedonwith

mylife.

*Aneliswa*

Iwriteherherprescription.

*Her*:thankyoudoc.



*Me*:it'sokaylovedon't

worryaboutit.

Icanhearthem laughingand

flirtingwitheachother.Itake

breathingexercisesI'm so

angrylfeellikegoingto

causehavocthere.

*Me*:wasn'titsupposedto

geteasier?



Iasknooneinparticular.

*Voice*:youareadoctoryou

knowthatsometimesthe

medicineyouadministerto

peoplemighthaveside

effects.Thisistheside

effectoffixingyourfate

,yourenemyhasmanaged

tofindherlover,youwill

havetofighther.



Idon'twanttofightanyone.

*Me*:can'twejustbe

togetherwithouthavingto

gothroughobstacles?

Zwi(noanswer)thevoice

hasjustdisappearednje.

*Me*:comein



Shesits.

*Her*:hie

*Me*:hey

*Her*:sorryforbeingabitch.

*Me*:nobabeyouain'tyou

goteveryrighttobeangry



I'm thebitchlshouldhave

told.

*Her*:ldon'tknowiflwillbe

abletostandseeingyouwith

Brandon.

*Me*:youwillhavetoget

overhim onewayoranother.

Besideshe'shaving

breakfastwith...



*Her*:themodel

Sphamandla,lknowthe

publicisalreadytrashingme

online.

Imovetohersideofthe

tableandhugher,thisisthe

disadvantageofbeing

famouspeoplewillforever

beinyourdebt.



*Her*:sinceyouaremeant

tobewithBrandon,your

powersaresimilarright?

Inod,lguessI'm notsure.

Shesmiles.

*Her*:youandlbothdon't

likeBryan.



He'sadickwhohappensto

owntherestauranttheyare

at.

*Her*:youthinkyoucan

causesomestrongwhirlwind

thatwillblowoffthatroof

andjustshakethebuildinga

littlecausetherepeople

inside.

Mihle'swishismycommand



.lfindmyselfconcentrating

mypoweronthatroofand

boom thingshappen.Wowit

seemslikemypowersare

growingdaybydayandto

thinkldidn'tevenneedtobe

neartherestaurantto

produceaneffect.

There'salaughingvoicel

hearonmymind.



*Her*:thatwasjustso

childishAneliswa,Brandon

ismineandlwilldoanything

andlmeananythingtohelp

sodearhowmanyroofsare

yougoingtoblowoff?

IsthatSphamandla'svoice

buthowcanshetalktome

.Whoisthischick?



*lNSERT13*

*Adanisa*

I'm sittingonthecoldfloor

.Withmyheadbetweenmy

knees.

*Warden*:ADANISA!

Iquicklystandupmaybemy



dadisheretoseeme.lcall

him dadbuthe'sactuallymy

latedad'sbrother,llostboth

ofmyparentsatayoungage

.

She'sopensthecellforme

.Myhandsandfeetare

chainedasifI'm thebiggest

criminalthateverlived.

Itouchtheglassthat's



separatinguswithtears

blindingmyeyes.Outof

everyoneldidn'texpecther

tocomevisit.

*Me*:Mzala(cousin)

*Her*:Mzala

*Me*:thanksforcomingit

meansalot.



*Her*:wemighthaveour

differencesmzalabutwe're

stillfamily,wehavetostand

togetheratourweakest,l

broughtyousomefood.

*Me*:thankyouSiboit

meansalotmzala.

*Her*:notonlythat,lalso



beggedandbeggedmy

husbandtillheagreedto

representyou,youknowwith

him beingoneofour

greatestlawyersinthe

countryhe'ssobusywithbig

casesbutdon'tworryhewill

workonyourcasefreeof

charge,youseehowmuchl

loveyou.

Woowlcan'tbelieve



Sibongilehasdoneallthis

forme.

*Me*:ldon'tknowhowlwill

everrepayyouforyour

kindness.

*Her*:don'tworryaboutit

mzala.

I'm stillamazed,isthis



Sibongileormaybeit'ssome

twinofhersldon'tknow.

*Me*:thankyou.

*Warden*:timeup

Shesaysroughlypullingme.

WelllhopeSisodoes

somethingtotakemeoutof



thishell,ldon'tdeservethis,l

wasonlygettingjusticefor

myself.

*Sibongile*

Mnxthebitch,lhopeshe

eatsthatfoodlbroughtfor

anddies.Themutilusedon



Sisoseemstobewearingoff

,nowldon'tknowwhattodo

lcan'tpumphim upagain

becausehewillendup

becamingazombiandldon't

wantazombiforahusband

.lwilljusthavetodealwith

Adanisalknowtheyare

meanttobebutitwon't

happennotwhenI'm still

aliveshame.



Heputshisarmsaroundme

andkissesme.See,why

wouldlwanttoletsuchgo

,he'sagoodmanuZibusiso.

*Him*:wherewereyou?

*Me*:lwenttoseeAdanisa.

Hejustnods.



*Him*:Ithoughtoftaking

yououtforlunch.

Thepricelesssmilethat'son

myface,wehardlyhave

lunchdateswithhim beinga

busymanthatheis.

Irushupstairstofixmyself,l

can'tbeseenwearingthe

sameclothestwice,lknowl

justwenttotheprisonsbut



come-onlgottokeepthe

standardup.

Satisfiedwithmylookl

catwalkdownstairs.Mnxtalk

aboutkilljoy.Thenpeople

wonderwhyldon'tlikeher

somuch,she'slikeathird

wheelinourmarriagethis

one.

*Me*:aunty!



Isaywiththefakestsmile

ever.KnowingSisoweare

nowcancellingourplansto

accommodateAneliswa.

*Her*:makoti.

Andbeingthegoodmakoti

thatlam ,lnowhowto

preparehersomefood.Just



greatandtothinklwas

planningadrinkingsession

laterwithmytwinsistersin

lawsothatlboastaboutthis

lunchdatemnxthat

Aneliswahasruined.

*Me*:letmeprepare

somethingforyoutoeat

aunty.

Shesmilesatme.lknowshe



willbehungryshe'sforever

inthathospitalofhers.

Mylittlerascalsrunin

screaminginexcitementit's

noteverydaytheyfindtheir

auntanddadaround.

*Akisha*:uncleSiso,aunty!

Theystillhaven'tmastered



callingSisodad,theystillcall

him unclebutZibusisobeing

Zibusisohedoesn'tmindat

all,thathurtshehastoso

thatheprovestomethathe

lovesmykids.

Afterhalfanhourorsoltake

herfoodtoher.

*Aneliswa*:thankyouso

muchmakotiandtothink



youcookedmyfavorite.

*Me*:ljustthoughtof

appreciatingyou,youarethe

best,it'snoteverydayyou

getawonderfulsisterinlaw

likeyou.

Thankgoodnessshe'seating

.lalreadygotmyphone

readytheminuteshedrops

deadlwillbethefirsttocall



theambulance.

Thepoisonlputonherfood

istheonelputonmyfirst

husband'sfoodsolknowit

works.

*Siso*:soI'm thinkingof

representingAdanisa.

*Aneliswa*:AdanisaMpofu?



Why?whathappenedtoher?

*Me*:shegotrapedandshe

murderedherrapist.

*Aneliswa*:ohno!Really?ls

sheokay?That'ssosadl

meansheain'tmyfavorite

personbutshedidn't

deservethathappeningto

her,noonedoes.



She'sdoneeatingherfood

,I'm stillwaitingforherto

startreactingtothepoison.

*Zibusiso*:lknowrightit's

justsosad.

Comeonphelawhat'staking

thepoisonsolong.



*Me*:shouldlbringyou

somejuiceaunty?

*Her*:yesplease.

Irushtothekitchenand

emptythewholecontentsof

thepoisoninherjuice.This

surelyisgoingtokillher.

*Me*:hereyougo



Shethanksmeanddrinks

herjuice.

*Her*:thankyoumakotifor

thefooditwasdelicious,let

merushbacktowork.

Shewon'treachthecarpark

ltellyou.



*Me*:letmehelpyouwith

those.

It'ssomebagsthatSisogave

hertogivetotheirparents.

Bangsheclosesthecars

door.Welllcouldn'tbemore

luckylguessshewilldieon

theroadandeveryonewill

thinkitwasacaraccident.



*Brandon*

*Her*:lthoughtyousaidyou

aresingle,what'sthis?

She'sstartingtogetonmy

nerves.

She'sholdingamakeupkit,



thatmustbeMihle's,Gugu

isnotamakeupperson.

Istillhaven'tmetupwith

her,lknowlwillhavetobut

I'm notready,ldon'tthinkl

willbeabletojustthrow

awayallthatwehadand

startafreshonanewclean

slateasmotherandson.

*Mihle*:what'sgoingonhere



?

Whatisshedoinghere?

*Spha*:exactlywhatyou

thinkisgoingon,can'tyou

see?

MihleslapsSpha.

*Mihle*:youdon'tgettojust



talktomelikethat,thisismy

man'sfriendsotakeyour

skinnymodellingassout.

Sphaclapsonce.

*Her*:I'm sonotgoingto

entertainyou,babetalkto

thisbitchI'm goingto

preparebreakfast.



*Mihle*:wheredidyouget

her?

Shesayswithadisgusted

lookingface.

*Me*:ufunani(whatdoyou

want)?

*Her*:lwantedtotalktoyou.



*Me*:Mihleldon'thavetime

foryourgames.

*Her*:lhavechanged

Brandon.

*Me*:evenifyouhaveldon't

wanttogetbacktogether

withyou.

Sherollshereyes.



*Her*:I'm notheretobegfor

yourlove.I'm heretoconfess

andapologize.

Interesting.

*Me*:I'm listening.

*Her*:lliedaboutthe

pregnancy,lfakeditsothat



youmarryme.Ithoughtl

wasgoingtogetawaywithit

.lknewyouwouldn'tbesafe

anymore.Twoweekslaterl

foundoutlhadn'tfallen

pregnant.Rememberthat

timelwenttoAmericait

wasn'tforshopping,itwasto

gettested.lfoundout

nothingwaswrongwithme.l

thenwenttoyourdad,he

hadsaidhewillhelpme



causehewantedustoget

marriedsobad.Afewdays

laterhetoldmethatyouwe

infertilehehadconsulted

withsomeseer.That'swhen

thingswentSouthforme,l

triedeveryschemelcould.l

thendecidedtofakethe

miscarriage.I'm sosorryl

knowthisapologymight

meannothingtoyoubutit

meanssomethingtome.l



wanttohaveabrandnewlife

believeornotlwasgivena

secondchancetolivesol....

Shekeepsgoingonandon

.I'm nolongerlistening,I'm

stillstuckatmebeing

infertile.lneverreally

thoughtofitbutlknowinthe

nearfuturelwanttohave

kids,howcouldthisbe?

Don'tlatleastdeservesome



happiness.It'struewhatthey

say,itneverrainsbutitpours

.

*Mihle*:.....allinalllhave

beenabadbitchBrandon

andI'm sosorrymayyou

pleaseforgiveme.

*Me*:youareforgivenMihle

,lalsogotaconfession.



Ihopethisdoesn'tbreakher

heartbutsincewearebeen

honestwitheachotherl

wouldrathertellher.

*Me*:whengrowingupl've

alwaysseenyoulikealittle

sister,lwasneverreally

attractedtoyoutheonly

reasonwhyldatedyouwas

togetyourshareswhenwe



gotmarried.

Shesitsonthebedand

coversherfacewithher

hands.lhearsobscoming

from her.YeahImustbethe

world'sbiggestdick.

Iputmyarm overher.

*Me*:you'reokay.



*Her*:I'm goingtobefine

Brandon.

Thewayshe'scryingbreaks

myheart.

*Her*:it'sjustthatlloved

yousomuchthatlwoulddie

foryou,lalmostkilledfor

you,luckilymyplannever



worked.

*Me*:Mihle.....

I'm speechlessldon'tknow

whattosay.

*Her*:I'm doneBrandonwith

menshamefrom nowonwill

justfocusonmyselfandmy

job.



*Me*:youdon'thavetoquit

relationshipscauseofmel

guesslwasn'ttheonefor

you.

*Her*:experienceisthebest

teacher.Whenareyou

comingbacktowork?

*Me*:Soon



*Her*:okayseeyouaround

Ndiweni.

OkaysoI'm nowNdiweni.

Shewalksout,lhopeshewill

beokay.Ican'tseem to

understandwhyI'm infertilel

don'tdeservethis.



*Nkosilathi*

I'm chainedtoachair.I'm

blindfoldedandmymouthis

taped.

Iwonderifthehospitalhas

noticedthatI'm missing.

*Voice*:youaresure?Are

yougoingtohandleit?



Iheartwopairoffootsteps

approaching.

Theblindfoldisremoved.

Myeyesmustbedeceiving

me.IsthisGugu?

Ifeelawarm liquidrunning

downmypants.



*Bongani*:Nkosilathi

Ndiweni,lneverthoughtthis

ishowwewouldmeet.

Whatishedoinghereand

howisherelatedtoGugu?

*Gugu*:ldon'tthinklhave

timeforchitchattinglhaveto

beatthecoffeeshopinan



hour.

Thewayhervoiceissocold.

*Bongani*:hereisthe

hammer.

Whatdotheywanttodowith

it?

Guguapproachesme



carryingithammer.

*Gugu*:geezdudeyou

pissedonyourself.

Shesayswrigglinghernose.

*Gugu*:sohowareyou

goingtohandleyourknees

beinghammered.



OhnogoodLordthiscant

behappening.

Ihearthem laughing,l

wonderwhytheyjustdon't

killme.

---

*lNSERT14*



*Brandon*

Theresheisbusypreparing

afullfarmhousebreakfast

.Shemusthavetakendown

noteswhenwemet

yesterday.

*Me*:lthinkthere'salittle

misunderstandinghere.



Shelooksatme.Shes

carryingafryingpan.

*Her*:misunderstanding?

*Me*:uhuh

*Her*:sitwillyou.

*Me*:Sphawearenotina



relationship.

*Spha*:thenwhat'sthis?You

saidyouain'tmarried.

Thiswoman.

*Me*:whatwehadwasjust

sexsoallthispreparing

breakfast,backchattingmy

guestshastostopyouare



notmygirlfriendldon'tdo

loosedesperatewomen,you

haveonlyknownmefora

daybutalreadyyouare

actinglikeaMrsNdiweni.

*Spha*:ohnoyoudon't.

Shesaysturningintothe

mosthideoussnakelhave

everseen.



She'sreadytoattackme,

crawlingcloserandcloserto

mehissing.

I'm notgoingtorunaway,

youdon'trunawayfrom your

problemsyousolvethem so

thatyoudon'tencounterthe

samethingnexttime.But

howdolsolvethisproblem .l

knowlgotpowersofsome



sortbutlcan'tusethem

,theyonlyrevealthemself

whenI'm angryatAneliswa,l

wonderwhy.

Sothisismetryingtothink

ofthetimesAneliswamade

memadyouneverknowl

mightgetangry.I'm so

frustratedwithmyselfcause

nothingiscomingtomind.



Sphamandlathehideous

snakeisnowbusycircling

me,goodpeoplelcan't

believelwillbekilledbya

woman.

Apowderishsubstancerains

untous.Sphascreamsin

agonyassheslowlybut

surelydissolves.

*Ndiweni*:son



*Me*:babomdala(uncle).

*Ndiweni*:stepawayfrom

thecircleshewon'tdo

anythingtoyou.

Ido,theonlythingleftofher

istheupperbodyshe's

slowlydisappearing.



*Ndiweni*:lwenttothe

hospitaltovisityourdadI'm

toldhe'smissing.

*Me*:oh

*Ndiweni*:solcametoask

ifthere'ssomethingyou

know.

*Me*:nobabomdala,truthis



lreallydon'tcareaboutthat

guyhe'sdeadtome.

*Ndiweni*:he'sstillyour

father.

*Spha*:lwillbeback

Brandonyouaremine!!!!

Shesaysasherupperbody

alsopoofsaway.



*Me*:wow

*Ndiweni*:don'tworryabout

hershe'sjustanolddemon

from yourpast,soBrandon

wheredolfindmybrother.

*Me*:youaretheseernotl.

*Him*:theancestorsaren't



sayinganythingtomeand

besidesyouaretheone

giftedwiththesupersight.

*Me*:ldoubtI'm reallygifted

lcouldn'tevendefendmyself

.

*Him*:that'scauseyour

powerswillmanifest

themselfwhenyouare

pairedwithyourchoosen



one,lknowdeepdownyou

knowwhosheisbutyouare

denyingit.Shehasplayed

herpartonfixingyourfate

theonlythingthat'sleftisfor

youguystobetogether.

Iscratchmyhead.

*Me*:bamdalal....



Hecutsme.

*Him*:youknowwhattodo.

Iwonderwhytheancestors

arehidingyourfather's

whereaboutsfrom me.

*Me*:maybehe'sdead.

*Him*:nolcanfeelhisspirit.



Ishrugglelikeldon'tcare

abouthim .

*Adanisa*

OurWardenisdead.Rumor

saysshediedoffood

poisoning.

Wearejustwrappingupour

meetingwithSiso.lhatethe



guy,Sibongileusedtotell

methebadthingshedidto

her.He'sacheat,lwastold

onedayheevenbroughtthe

girlfriendwithhim whileshe

wasaroundimagine.I'm told

ifshedoesn'tdoanyofthe

housechoreshehitsher.l

wonderhowhe'sdoingit,

pretendingtobeagoodman

whenhe'samonster.He

mustreallybeagoodactor



causethesefewminutesl

havespentwithhim you

wouldsayhe'soneofthe

mosthumblehumanbeings.

Butwelllhaveputmy

feelingsaside,monsteror

notthisguyisagreatlawyer

,he'sconfidenthewillwin

mycase.

*Siso*:ohlalmostforgot



Hesaysstandingup,packing

hisstuff.

*Him*:sibongileaskedmeto

askifyouenjoythelunch

shebroughtforyou

yesterday.

*Me*:lneverateitthe

wardentookit,youknow



howtheyare.

*Him*:that'sagainstthelaw

whichwardenisthis,show

hertome,lwillhavetodeal

withher.

*Me*:it'stoolateshe'sdead.

Hiseyesarewideopen.



*Him*:dead?

*Me*:yesshediedoffood

poisoning,poorwomanshe

musthavehadsome

enemies.

ThankyouSisolreally

appreciatethis.

*Him*:don'tsweatitI'm just

doingmyjob.



Hesaystouchingmyhand.I

feelsometinglesonmyskin.

Iremovemyhandandjust

smile.

*Aneliswa*

It'sbeenalongday,workis

tiringasusual.



*Bartender*:roughday?

*Me*:yeah.

IknowI'm notsupposedto

touchalcoholbutfuckit,it's

beenalonglongday.

SeemslikeI'm nottheonly

whohadaroughday.



There'sBrandonsittingat

thefarleftcorner.

*Me*:wearenotsupposed

todrink.

*Him*:fuckit.

*Me*:mayl...

*Him*:youalreadyinvited



yourself.

Greatmystomachjusthas

tobefullofbutterfliescome

onbehavetummyactcool

evenifhe'slookingsosexy

rightnowwithhisshirtthat's

notbuttonedallthewayup.

*Me*:talktome.



Wehavebeendrinkingin

silence.

*Him*:foundoutI'm infertile.

*Me*:noways

*Him*:yeah

Soweain'tgoingtohave

kids,lfeelmyheartbreaking



withthewayllovekids.

*Him*:andlalmostdied

todaysomehideoussnake

almostkilledme.

*Me*:whathappened.

*Him*:myuncledid

somethingtoit,there'sjust

somethingoffaboutmy



uncleyouknow.

*Me*:really?

*Him*:yeah

*Me*:you'rebetterit'ssome

snakethattriedtokillyou

,myownsisterinlawisafter

myblood.



*Him*:youdon'tsay,which

sisterinlawnowcauseallof

them seem tobegood

peoplenocancelthatSibois

notagoodpersonaiithat

woman.

Ilaugh,thewayhesaidthat

soundedfunny.

*Him*:let'sgetoutofhere.



*Me*:whynot.

Wedrivetohishouse.What

am ldoinglhavenevergone

toaguy'shousebefore.

*Him*:you'regood?

Inod.



*Him*:youlooktense.

Ishakemyhead.Myheart

wantstopopoutofmychest

.Okayrelax,relaxltell

myself,thisisBrandonnot

somestrangemanldon't

know.

*Him*:welcometomycave.



Ismile,lhavebeenhere

beforebutwehadour

friendswithustonightit's

justthetwoofus.

*Me*:youmustbelonely

withoutGuguneh,where's

shelvisitedherplacethe

otherdayshewasn'taround.

Heshruggles.



*Him*:ldon'twanttotalk

aboutGugu,lwilltellyouthe

storysomeotherdayfornow

justknowthatGuguisa

sensitivetopictome.

Inod.

Wesitattheloungewiththe

lightsdimmed,wejust



talkingaboutnoneimportant

stuff.

Youknowthatmomentwhen

bothofyouaresodrunkand

youthenbecameawareof

eachother'sbodies.

Heleansoverandkissesme

.l'veneverbeenkissed

before.



*Him*:relaxfollowmylead.

Shitheknows,thisisso

embrassing.

*Him*:Aneliswa

*Me*:huh

*Him*:relaxwewon'tdo



anythingyoudon'twantto

do.

Igathermyselftogether.He

kissesmeagain,thistimel

kisshim back,seemslikeI'm

gettingthehangofit.

Sisosureisgoingtokillme

whenhefindsoutaboutthis.



*Him*:lwon'ttellhim ifyou

don't.

Waitwhathecanreadminds

.

*Him*:nolcan'tbutlseem

tobeabletoknowwhat's

goingthroughthatbrainof

yours.



WhatdoyouknowI'm the

onewhogetsontoofhim .

Heputshishandsundermy

blouseandhemovesup

startingfrom myabdomen

goingallthewayuptomy

breasts.

*Him*:you'regood?



Heasksunhookingmybra

,umm ldon'tknowwhyI'm

notgettingmystuffand

goinghome.

*Me*:yeah

Hestandsup.

*Me*:BRANDON!



Okaywhyam lyelling.

Helazilysmilesatme.

*Him*:Mami

Ifindmyselfblushing.

*Me*:whydidyoustop?



*Him*:causeldon'twant

yourfirsttimetobeonthe

couch.Comewithme.

Hesaysholdingouthishand

forme.Itakehishandand

heleadsmeupthestairs.

*Him*:you'rethefirst

womantoentermybedroom

,myrealbedroom .



Hesaysopeninghis

bedroom door.

*Him*:nowomanhasever

sleptinthisbedbeforemami

.

Isitnormalformetofeel

somethrobbingsensation

downthere.



*Me*:youtalktoomuch

havemealready!!!

Okaywhat'swrongwithme.

*Him*:yourwishismy

command.

Hesayspullingmecloserto

him .



*Leo*

There'sathunderstorm ,it

justappearedoutofnowhere

,eventheweatherdidnot

seeitcoming.

I'm drivinghome,it'sdifficult

todriveinathunderstorm .



Ihitthebrakesimmediately.l

getoutofmycar.

*Me*:Areyoufuckenoutof

yourmind,whyareyou

standinginthemiddleofthe

road?

*Her*:lwasn'tjuststandingl

wantedtostopyourcar,my

carhasbrokendown.



Shesayspointingtohercar.

*Me*:getin

*Her*:butmycar!

*Me*:aiMihlethisstorm is

gettingworserbytheminute

andyouwantmetotakea

lookatyourcar.lwillbuyyou



anotheronetomorrowifwe

don'tfindithere.

Shereachestoherbroken

downcarlguesstoget

someimportantstuff.

Bangsheclosesthedoor.

*Her*:Leojustdrivetothe

nearesthotelorloungel



don'tthinkwewillmakeitto

ourrespectiveplaces.

She'sright.Thestorm is

continuingtogetworse.

Wefindahotelbutthere's

onlyoneroom left.

IlookatMihleshejust

shruggles,sheistryingto



warm herselfupwithher

arms.

*Me*:wewilltakeit.

Wearegiventhekeysand

wegotoourroom .

Shetakestheshowerfirst

thenlfollow.



Thepowershutsdown.

*Mihle*:greatnoelectricity.

Seemslikeitaffectedthe

wholecountry.Whatdoyou

thinkit'shappening.

Iputonthefirebythefire

place.Shehaswrappeda

throwoverherself.ljust

haveonabodytowelonthe

lowerpartofmybody.



Wearesittednearthefire

place.

*Me*:legendhasit,ifthetwo

mostpowerfulbeingsmate

forthefirsttimetheymay

causethunderstorms,

earthquake,floodsyouname

it.



Shelooksatmeasiflhave

grownhornsonmyhead.

*Mihle*:hahafunny,you

believeinsuchthings?

*Me*:lreadalotofbooks

andbesides.....

*Her*:besides....



*Me*:it'snothing.

*Her*:comeontellme.

*Me*:ldon'tthinkBrandonis

anormalpersonlikeyou

know.

*Her*:ohbutcomethinkofit

he'salittleweirdlike

Aneliswa.



*Me*:youthink.....

Shecutsme.

*Her*:whatnomanthat's

ridiculous.

MaybeI'm overthinking

,maybeit'sjustbadweather



*lNSERT15*



*Brandon*

Ikissheralloverherface.

*Me*:Mamivuka(wakeup).

Sheyawns.

*Her*:hayiniBrandonngeke

ngilalebo(letmesleep).



Iremovetheblanketsfrom

her.

*Her*:Heyiwena(you)!

Lightningflashesoutside.

*Me*:calm downseewhat

youaredoing.

Shepoutsasshesitsup.



*Her*:so?

*Me*:goodmorning

sthandwa.

Whydoesshelooksoangry

,she'sreallycutewhenshe's

angry.

*Her*:sothisishowlgeta



goodmorning?

*Me*:whatkindofgood

morningdidyouwant,leven

madeyoubreakfast.

*Her*:hayimanyoushould

beburieddeepinsideme

,that'sthekindofgood

morninglwant.



Thiswoman,youwould

swearshedidn'tloseher

virginitylastnight.

*Her*:so

*Me*:sowhat...

*Her*:hayimandolhaveto

spellitoutforyou,whatare

youwaitingfor,givememy



morningglory.

Okaysomeoneisasexfreak

notthatI'm complaining.

*Mihle*

*Me*:whatthefuckdudeI'm

usingtheshower.

Isaycoveringmyboobsand



honeypotwithmyhands.

*Him*:there'senoughroom

forthebothofus,otherwise

wewillbelateforthat

meetingandyouknowhow

MrJohn'sis.

Fucklhadforgottenabout

that.



*Me*:andyoudon'tfind

anythingwrongaboutthis.

Hemakesafacethatsays

waitI'm indeepthought.

*Him*:no

Hesaysshakinghishead

andgettinginside.Hestarts

showeringandI'm just



standingbythewallwithmy

handscoveringmyproperty.

*Him*:scrubmybackwill

you.

Hemustbeoutofhismind.

*Me*:ahhwhoscrubsitfor

youwhenI'm notaround?



*Him*:Cynthia,Melisa,Sipho

,Amanda,Belinda,Nomsa,

Amisa,Caroline,Simphiwe,

Patricia,Brenda,Vanessa

,Sandra,Sinqobile

,Sbusisiwe,Nomthandazo

,Duduzile,Nyasha,Tendai

,Ruvimbo....

Yooh



*Me*:soyouwanttoadd

Mihletothatlist

*Him*:I'm notyetdonethere

aremoresomeldon'teven

knowtheirnames.

*Me*:I'm notdoingthatshit.

Hegivesmeaboredlook.He

doestheunexpectedpulling



meuntohimselfandhestars

tobathme.LikeI'm so

shockedI'm speechless.He

continuesasifthisisnormal

,asifit'shisdailyroutine.

*Him*:openup

Hewantsmetoopenmy

legs,lcan'tnotcauseI'm

embrassedbutcauseI'm so

wet,thewayhishandsare



movingallovermybody.

*Him*:Mihle

Thetoneheusedhasme

openingthem .Therehe

goeswashingtheinsideof

mythighs.He'stakinghis

time,washingmesogently

kodwaMsindisiwhatisthis

guydoingtome.Hereaches

thequeen'sfoldsbrushing



them soslightly.Hestares

deepintomyeyes.Hegives

measidesmile.I'm still

staringathim notwantingto

bethefirstonetolookaway.

*Me*:ahhh

Thisguy.He'sfingerfucking

me,likelwassofocusedon

hiseyesldidn'tfeelhim

enter.



Hedoeshismagictilllcome

.Hesmilesaslgather

myselftogether.

Isohatehim rightnowhow

couldhe.

Heturnstheshoweroffand

hetowelsme.Thewayhe's

takinghistimelhopewe



don'tgetlatetothatmeeting

.

*Leo*

ThewayBrandonlooksso

pissed.

*Him*:andwherearethetwo

ofyoucomingfrom?The

meetingisover,yourphones



weren'treacheable,the

receptionisthadtocallme.l

wassobusy,lwasinthe

middleofsomething.

*Mihle*:Brandonyougotno

righttotalktomelikethat

I'm anequalpartnerinthis

company.Youalsogotno

righttotalktohim likethat

hehasbeenbusydoingyour

jobforyou,causeyoucame



backfrom whateverholeyou

werehidingfrom youthink

youcancomebullyus.You

aretalkingaboutbeingbusy

wewerealsobusy.

Brandonlooksather

shocked,hedidn'texpecther

toanswerback.

Sheleaveswithherheels

clickingaway.



*Him*:youarestaringafter

her.

*Me*:whatnoI'm not.

Okaylwas,ldon't

understandthesudden

interestlseem tohave

developedforher.



*Brandon*:areyouguys

fucking?

*Me*:dudefocuson

Aneliswaandleavemealone

.

It'shisturntopophiseyes

out.Solwasright.

*Him*:there'snothingtotell



,justthatwellitmightbereal

thistime.She'samazing.

Ilaugh.

*Me*:lookatthewayyour

eyesaresodreamy.

Hepunchesmyshoulder.



*Gugu*

*Me*:it'sbeenaday.

Helooksupatme,he's

readingsomefiles.He

removeshisreadingglasses.

Isitonhislap.

*Him*:so?



Heaskswrappinghishands

aroundme.

*Me*:won'tthecopslookfor

him.

*Him*:thejusticesystem is

onthepalm ofmyhand,l

controlit.



Makessense.Nowonder

whyhegetsawaywithhis

crimes.

*Him*:youarefeelingsorry

forhim ?

*Me*:nahlgottheclosurel

neededyesterday.

*Him*:really?



*Me*:yeah

Honestlyldidgettheclosure

lneededit'sduetimelmove

onwithmylife.Putthepast

behindme.

Thatmomentlwas

hammeringhisknees,with

everycryhecriedthebroken



piecesofmyheartwere

comingtogether.lcan'tsay

I'm fullyhealedbutI'm

gettingthere.

*Him*:thepoorguywon'tbe

abletousehislegsanymore.

*Me*:heruinedmylife.

*Him*:Iknowaslongasyou



gottheclosureyouneeded

babethoughlhadthought

wewouldhavesomemore

funwithhim .lgotthisguyl

knowJoeSibanda,people

callhim Mdawini,he's

allergictorapisthewas

goingtoteachNkosia

lessonhewouldneverforget

.

*Me*:noI'm good.



Hehugsme,honestlyguys

isittooearlytoofeellikethis

guymysafeheaven.

*Nomsa*

Wearedoingalittle

shoppingwithmygirls.You

gotthatrightlsaidmygirls.l

havemadefriendswiththem



topladiesphelalgotto

maintainthestandard.

*Sibongile*:thatpoisonyou

gavemeAmandahaslostits

touch,likebothofmy

victimsarestillalive.

*Amanda*:likeseriously?

I'm sureltookitstraight

from thecounter.



Herhusbandownsa

pharmacy.

*Me*:somethingsdon't

needmedicineladies.

Isaypickingoutajumpsuit.

*Sibo*:what'stheanswer

then?



*Me*:goingbacktoour

rootsithasworkedforme.

*Them*:giveusanumber.

Igivethem Ndiweni's

number.

*Me*:letmegoandfitthis

jumpsuitladies.



Igetintothefittingroom .l

putonthejumpsuit.I'm

busyadmiringmyselfinthe

mirrorwhenlhearhervoice.

*Sipho*:wowyoulooklikea

milliondollars,bloodmoney

mustreallybenice.

Ohnonottodayplease.



Wellit'sjustavoicelwill

ignoreher.

*Me*:Ahhhh

Iscream aslseeher

standingbehindthroughthe

mirror.

Shestartslaughing.



Ifindmyselfrunningfrom

thefittingroom .

*Sibo*:areyouokay?

Siphoisstandingbesideher.

Idon'tsayanythinglrunto

mycar.lwon'tstandsucha

thing.



InoticeI'm beingchasedby

securitycars.Iparkbythe

roadside.

*Me*:gentlemenistherea

problem .

*Him*:youareunderarrest

forstealingajumpsuit.

---



*lNSERT16*

*Threeweekslater*

*Adanisa*

*Him*:hereareyour

personalbelongings.



Hesayssmilingatme.ltake

them ,lcan'tbelievethisis

happening.

Iwalkpastthedoor,pastthe

parkinglot.I'm nowatthe

gate,thisisthelaststep.

Thesecurityopensit.

There'snothinglikethetaste

offreedom .FinallyI'm free.



I'm freebutldon'tknow

wheretogotofrom here.My

dadsayshedoesn'twant

anythingtodowithme.l

don'tblamehim ,lkilledhis

sonsoyaah.Noneofthe

familymembersarebeing

supportiveexceptfor

Sibongile.

Shecouldn'thidetheshock



that'sonherfaceasshe

opensherdoor.

*Me:heymzala

Shegivesmeafaintsmile

.It'snotthekindofwelcome

lwasexpectingbutatleast

shedidn'tkickmeout.

*Her*:Adanisayoubrought



yoursuitcaseswithyou.

*Me*:yespleaselneeda

placetostayandI'm sureI

willfindanotherjobsoonI'm

aqualifiedaccountant.

*Her*:noonewantstohire

anexconvict.

Ineverthoughtofitthatway.



*Her*:tryfindingajobbutl

doubtyouwillinthemean

timeyouwillbehelpingme

aroundthehouseyoucan't

justeatandfartnjeinthis

house.

Inod,beggersarenot

choosers.



*Me*:thankyouSibo.

Outofeveryonelnever

expectedhertobe

supportive.

Shelooksatmeasiflhave

saidthemostridiculous

thingshehaseverhad.

*Mihle*:soyoucomehere



withoutanappointmentone

,twoyouwantmetojust

giveyouajobjustlikethat

youhaveacrimerecord

hangingonyourhead.lnthis

companyweonlytake

perfectemployees.I'm sorry

it'snothingpersonalbutyou

knowhowBrandonisabout

perfection.

Inod,lthoughtmaybeMihle



couldcutmesomeslack,I

knowI'm notherfavorite

personbutonethingabout

hershe'saprofessionalshe

doesn'tmakeprofessional

decisionsbasedonpersonal

issues.

*Her*:lwilltrycallingsome

contactsofminebutI'm not

promisinganything,you

murderedsomeoneAdanisa



peoplecan'tjustignorethat.

*Me*:thankyoulreally

appreciateit.

IsaypickingupmyCVfrom

hertable.

*Her*:Adanisa

ShecallsoutasI'm aboutto



shutherdoor.

Ipopmyheadin.

*Me*:yeah?

*Her*:umm ljustwantedto

saythatyouarenotaloneif

everyouneedtotalkI'm just

aphonecallaway.



WaitwhatisMihlebeing

supportiverightnowafterall

thethingslhavedonetoher.

Irushtoherchairandjust

hugher.ltmeansalother

beingsupportive.

Shebrushesmyback

whisperingtomyear.



*Her*:it'sgoingtobeokay

babeeverythingwillbe

alright.

Ihopeshe'sright.

*Ndiweni*

*Me*:nanko(here)

Isaygivinghim aplatefullof



porridge.

Hemakesafaceasheeats

it.

*Him*:whatdidyouputin

here.

*Me*:herbstogiveyou

strength.



*Him*:solwillneverwalk

again?

Hesayswiththem tears

fallingdown.

*Me*:comeonmanup.lt

depends,doyouwantto

walkagain?Areyouwilling

todowhateverittakes?



*Him*:lwanttousemylegs

bhudi(brother)tellmewhat

dolhavetodo.

Nkosilathihasalwaysbeen

thesoftone.Willhedoit?

*Me*:allyouneedarefive

virgingirlsorwomen,bring

them hereweresacrifice

them ,andyoueattheirfive

heartsthat'stheonlyway



youwillbeabletowalkagain

.

*Him*:Ndiweniareyoueven

listeningtoyourself!!!!

Didn'tltellyouhe'sapussy

thisone.

*Me*:thenltakeityoureally

don'twanttowalkagain.



I'm busycleaningmyyard

whenlhearhim callingfor

me.

Iopenthehut'sdoor.

*Me*:ufunani(whatdoyou

want?)

*Him*:sothegirls,Wheredo



lfindthem ?

Hemusthavereallythought

aboutit.lsmilellove

desperatementheywould

doanythingtogetwhatthey

want.

*Nomsa*

I'm stillthetalkofthetown.



Peoplenevergettiredofmy

story.IwasevenonB-Metro

,*Stevenswifetriesstealing

jumpsuit*.

Myhusbandisn'teven

talkingtome.lhave

embrassedhim infrontof

hisbusinessassociates.

*Me*:hereyougo.



Isayhandingherherdrink.

*Sibongile*:thankbutfriend

whydidn'tyoutellmethe

ghoststoryfriend.

*Me*:causelthoughtyou

wouldthinkI'm crazy,ithas

hauntedmesincelwasa

littlegirl,it'skindoflikeit's



nowpartofme,I'm now

usedtoit.

Sheholdsmyhand.

*Sibongile*:suchthings

shouldneverbepartofyou

haveyoutriedseeinga

specialist,youmightneed

professionalhelp.



*Me*:isthisyourwayof

sayingI'm crazyinapolite

way.

*Her*:nol.....

There'saknock.

*Me*:hie

*Guy*:MrsNomsaStevens.



*Me*:yes.

*Him*:youhavebeenserved

pleasesignhere.

Isthiswhatlthinkitis.

Isignthestupidpaperhe

wantsmetosign.

Iclosethedoortearingthe



envelopeapartmyheartis

beatinginanabnormalway.

*Sibo*:whatisit

Shesayspeepingovermy

shoulder.Canshejustshut

up.

Noohnothiscan'tbe

happening.



*Sibo*:babe

*Me*:thisain'trighthe'snot

inhisrightmind,hewill

comearoundI'm sureofit.

I'm tryingtoputupabrave

facebutitain'tworking.

Stevenswantstodivorceme

andhesaysI'm notgetting



anycentfrom thisdivorce.

*Aneliswa*

Irinsemymouth.Beforel

couldevengetoutofthe

bathroom doorlrushback

inside,lthrowupagain.

Damnlhatethis.

Knock,knock,knock.



*Siso*:Areyouokayinthere?

Whatdoeshewantldon't

understandpeoplewhojust

don'tstayattheirhouses.

Iopenthedoorwipingmy

mouthwithmysleeve.

*Me*:yaahsure.



Isay.

lknowllookhorriblewithmy

hairallovertheplace.Ijust

threwagownovermyPJs

onmyfeetlhavethem on

slippers.

Ipasshim ,hepullsmyarm .



*Him*:what'sgoingon.

*Me*:nothingit'sjusta

stomachbug.

Hegivesmetheldon't

believeyoulook.

*Him*:hmm

That'sallhesays.lhadmy



fingerscrossed.Phela

Zibusisoiscrazyhemight

havedrivenmetothe

hospital.

Idon'twantanyoneknowing

aboutmypregnancy.I'm still

shocked,ldon'tunderstand

howthiscouldhappenwith

Brandonbeinginfertile.He

won'tbelievemewhenltell

him I'm pregnantwithhis



child.

I'm justchillinginthecinema

room .Justwatchingsome

moviescrunchingonsome

snacks.

*Me*:hello

*Him*:lhearyougota

stomachbugfrom Leo.



HowdidLeo...ohit's

ZibusisohetellsLeo

everythingandbyeverything

lmeaneverything,eventhe

pantycolourhiswifeis

wearingonaparticularday

that'showtighttheyare.

*Me*:yahhumm it'sjusta

bug,what'sup.



*Him*:Mihleisdrivingme

crazy,lthinklpreferredbeing

herboyfriendthanhe

businesspartner.Shenow

doesn'tdomyworkforme

,sotheworkloadlhave

Mamiaii.

Ilaughhe'scrazythisone.

Mihleandlwenowgoodand

guesswhatshe'sreally



supportiveinmyrelationship

,lthinkshe'soverBrandon.

*Me*:youhavetoworkfor

medaddy.

Helaughs.

*Him*:maybeweshould

alreadyadoptsomekids

sincewecan'thaveourown



,thenlwillhavesomeone

whowillreallydependonme

.

Ifakealaugh.ohlordwhy

didthishavetohappen.

*Him*:okaymamiwewill

talklater,willseeyou

tomorrow.



*Me*:tomorrow?Ahhyou

mustbeoutofyourmind.

*Him*:babeI'm busyIhave

to....

*Me*:ldon'tcaremina,do

whatyouhavetodo,but

don'tdeprivemeofspending

timewithyou.Weeven

haven'thadsexfortwelve

hoursandyouthinkthat's



normal.

*Brandon*:Mamicalm down

youareshouting.

*Me*:don'ttellmetocalm

down,getyourasshere.

*Him*:manje(now?)Mami

I'm ....



*Me*:Heyiwena(you).You

won'tlikeitwhenlcomeover

there.

*Him*:okayokaycalm down

I'm onmyway,anythingfor

youlove.

Icallhim again.

*Me*:whydidyoudropthe



call,don'tyouwanttotalkto

meanymore,am lboringyou

.

Ihearhim sign.

*Him*:okaybabeI'm now

drivingdowntherewhatdo

youwanttotalkabout.

Andlstartaconversation.



*Leo*

*Me*:movealittletotheleft

,yesthat'sit.

*Mihle*:okayokayremove

theblindfoldalready.

Shesayshervoicefullof

excitement.



Ido.

*Me*:tada...

Shejustlooksatme.

*Her*:where'sthesurprise.

Irollmyeyes.



*Me*:dinnerisset.

*Her*:yahlcanseethatbut

whereisthesurprise?

*Me*:I'm theonewhoset

thetable,that'sthesurprise.

Whydidshejustclaponce?

I'veneversetthetablebefore



themaidsdoit.

*Her*:you'rebadatsurprises

Leoreally,lastweekitwasa

toothbrush.

*Me*:what'swrongwith

surprisingyouwitha

toothbrush,doyounolady

hashadhertoothbrushat

mybathroom ,youshouldbe

gratefulyoumeanthatmuch



tome.

*Her*:yousureknowhowto

choosethem girl.

Shemumblestoherself.

She'scrazyI'm sureI'm the

bestboyfriendshe'severhad

.I'm surehereyeswilllight

upwhenlsureherthe



scrunchlboughtforherto

useonherhair.

Ipulloutachairforher,she

sits.

Tothinkthatthistablewas

alwaysfilledwithlaughter,l

can'tbelievemydad

destroyedallthat.



*Mum*:justintimefor

dinner.

Ismile,Imissedher.I'm not

evengoingtoaskher

anythingI'm gladshe'smade

anefforttocomedownstairs

,therapymustbeworking.

*Mihle*:salibonani(hello)



*Mum*:therewasatimeyou

usedtocallmemah,let'sgo

backtothatwillwe.

IseeMihlesmilinglhope

mum willalsobethis

welcomingwhenshelearns

thatMihleandlareina

relationship.

I'm hopeful.lthinkthisisa

beginningofanewlife.



---

*lNSERT17*

*Adanisa*

*Him*:ehhmmm sorry



Iturn

*Me*:umm it'sokaylwas

justgettingsomewater.

*Him*:metoo

Hepourshimselfaglass.

*Him*:sowhyareyoucrying?



Ididntrealisethatlwas.l

wipedthesingletearthat's

onmyface.

*Me*:it'snothinglcan't

handle.

*Him*:youcantalktome.

*Me*:youmustbeagood

actor.



*Him*:what'sthatsupposed

tomean?

I'm tiredofhispretence

game.

*Me*:Iknowwhatkindof

scumbagyouare.lknow

thatyouawomanabuserso

reallystoppretendinglike



youreallycarecausewe

bothknowyoudon't.

Whydoeshelookso

shockedmnxbloodyactor.

*Siso*:Adanisawhatareyou

talkingabout?

Iignorehim ,hepullsmyarm

aslpassbyhim .



Whyismyheartracing?

*Me*:leavemealone!

*Him*:ljustwantto

understandwhatyouare

talkingaboutcauselhave

nevereverabusedawoman

beforeinanyway.So

ntombazanetellme....



*Sibongile*:sfebendini(slut)

!!!Igiveyouaroofovermy

headandthisishowyou

thankmebyseducingmy

husbandinthekitchen,what?

youthoughtlwasasleep?

heeh(sheclapsonce).After

allthatlhavedoneforyou,

I'm theonewhogotyouout

ofprisongooddam it.

Ungratefulbitch,youarejust



likeyourmother.Doyou

knowwhatyourparentsdied

ofhuh?TheydiedofAIDS

notacaraccident,yourmom

wasthegreatestwhorethat

haseverlivedinthistown

.Mypoorunclewasjusta

victim ofherwhoredom .

*Me*:Sibongileit'snotwhat

youthinkitisl....



Assaytearsblindingmy

eyes.

Sheslapsme.

*Her*:theaudacity!!Fuckoff

gogetyourstufflwantyou

outofmyhouseinfifteen

minutes.



Ohnothiscan'tbe

happeningit's2am for

Christ'ssake.

*Me*:mzalaplease.....

Shegoesandcomesback

withmystuff.

*Her*:hamba(go)lwon'tlet

youdestroymymarriage.



IlookatSisohelooksaway.l

guesshewon'ttrytoexplain

thatthere'snothinggoingon.

Itakemystuff.

Idon'tevenknowwhereI'm

goingit'sevendarkoutside.

Eventhoughwewereinan

awkwardpositionwithSiso



Sibongilehadnorighttosay

thethingsshesaidtome

.I'm hurtcauseldidn'teven

knowaboutthethingsshe

saidaboutmyparents.

Growinguplwasalwaystold

theydiedofacaraccident.

*Siso*:hey

Ohhehasfollowedme.lget

intohiscar.lwonderwhere



heisdrivingto.

Weenterthroughthegate.

There'sawomanwholooks

beyondpissedstandingby

theverandahofthehouse.

*Her*:it'saroundtothreefor

goodnesssakeZibusiso

Ndimande!!!



*Him*:I'm payingincash.

Hehandsherabriefcase.l

seehereyesshiningasshe

opensthebriefcase.Woow

whydoesSisotravelwithso

muchmoney.

Shehandshim thekeys.He

opensthedoor.



*Him*:welcometoyournew

house.

Myearsmustbedeceiving

me.Didhejustsaymynew

house?

Hewipesmytearswithhis

fingers.Hepullsmyfaceup.

*Him*:listenI'm sorryabout



allthestuffmywifesaidto

you,shecanbetoomuch

sometimesbutshe'sagood

personI'm sureifyouwerein

hershoesyouwouldhave

reactedthesameway.

*Me*:lwouldn'thave,lknow

I'm nosaintbutldon'tjust

saythingswithoutthinking.

*Him*:that'snotwhatmy



sistersaysaboutyou.

Ihadforgottenhe's

Aneliswa'sbrother.

*Me*:yoursisterandlhave

ourdifferencesevenwithher

friendbutI'm changingtobe

abetterversionofmyself

besidesMihlereachedoutto

me.



*Him*:andAneliswashe's

theonewhopaidmefor

beingyourlawyer,your

cousinwasnowcomplaining

forthelonghourslspent

workingonyourcase.

What!!!Aneliswadidthatfor

me?I'm speechless.



*Him*:don'tlooksoshocked

Aneliswaisagoodperson.

Thatlknow,lguessgrowing

uplwasjealousofherthat's

whylnevergotalongwith

her.

*Me*:lthinklneedtherapy.

Henods.



*Him*:lwillorganisethat

.That'sthefirstpartof

healingadmittingthatyou

arenotokay.

*Me*:ldon'tknowhowto

thankyouforallthatyou

havedoneforme.

*Him*:whosaidI'm a



womanabuser?

*Me*:yourwifesheusedto

callmecryingsayingyou

beatherup.

*Him*:what!!

He'ssoshocked.Isit

possiblethatSibongilewas

lyingbutwhywouldshelie



aboutsomethinglikethatout

ofallthethingsshecanlie

about?

*Him*:ldon'tknowwhatto

say.

Hesitsonthestooland

covershisheadwithhis

hands.



*Me*:heyumm Siso

Isaytouchinghim slightlyon

hisshoulder.

Helooksup,hiseyesare

reddish,ishecrying?

*Him*:aftereverythinglhave

doneforSibongile,withthe

wayllovehershegoes



aroundtellingpeoplethat

bullshit,itmustexplainwhy

herfriendsdon'tlikeme,like

whywouldshedosucha

thing.Iloveher,ltakecare

ofherkidswhoserelatives

haveforsakencausethey

saySibongileisawitch.l

standbyher,lsupporther

andthisisthethankyoulget

?Ijustdon'tunderstand

why.....



*Me*:shhh

Isayhugginghim .

*Him*:l...

*Me*:uhuhdon'tit'sokay

Hestaresatme.I'm notsure

whostartedit.Clothesare



flying,buttonsarebeing

pulledapart.

Iknowthisiswrong,lwant

tostopitbutit'sbeyondmy

control.it'samazinghowl

suddenlyneedhim .lhopel

don'tregretthistomorrow.

*Nomsa*



It'saroundfiveam .It'sabit

chilly.Thetownisnowabit

busy,dopeopleevensleep?

Ican'tseem toforgetthe

voicesofmycryingbabies

astheywerebeinggunned

downbyStevens.

Sohecameoverwithagun,



forcingmetosignthem

papers.ldidwithoutmuch

strugglecauseIdidn'twant

todie.

Hekicksmeouttellsmenot

totakeanythingwithme.l

takemybabieswithhestops

meinmytracksaskingme

wherelthoughtlwasgoing

withthem .Hethengunned

them downsaidhewas



doingmeafavorcausel

couldn'ttakecareofthem on

myown.

Ineverthoughtlwouldfeel

suchpain.Myheartistorn

intopieces.lknowI'm abad

personnoargumentabout

thatbutformychildrento

diethewaytheydid!They

didn'tdeservethat.



Myeyesmustbedeceiving

me,didn'tNdiwenisaythis

guywasdead?

Thereheispushingatrolley

fullofbananas.lguessthat's

hiscurrenthussle.

*Ben*:heywenamfazindini

(heyyou!)



Itrymovingfast,sothathe

doesn'ttalktome.ldon't

knowwhathewantsbutl

justdon'tlikethewayhe

looks.There'sjust

somethingoffabouthim .

Heholdsmyshoulder.

Suddenlymybladderseems

full.

*Me*:Ben...



Iwhisper.

Hedoesn'tsayanything.He's

juststaringatme.

*Me*:wecantalkaboutthis.

*Him*:lwaitingalongtime

forthisday.lcouldn'tgetto

youbecauseofyour



bodyguards.

Ihadbodyguards?Ididn't

knowthat.

*Me*:whatdoyoumean?

*Him*:youtookmydaughter

from me,thenyoutookmy

lifefrom me,youtheone

whohasmademelikethis



,youandthatgoodfor

nothinghusbandofyours.

Nohedidn't.lfeelitdeep

insideofme.lhavenever

thoughtthisishowlwilldie.

Ican'tevenscream thepain

istoomuch,lwonderwhy

peopleain'thelping,can't

theyseethere'ssomething

wrong.



Butldon'tblamethem ,the

positionweareinyouwould

thinkwearehugging.

*Him*:youhaditalllgave

youthebestlifebutyou

decidedtogetgreedy.

Iwanttosaysomethingbutl

can't.lcantastebloodinmy



mouth.

Helet'sgoofmeandlfall.l

hearhim runningaway.

That'swhenpeoplereact.

Theladiesstartyelling

,*someonehasbeen

stabbedsizani

boooo(help).*



Mywholelifeflashesbefore

me.Benisrighthetriedto

givemethebestlife.ljust

hadtogetgreedy.

*Sipho*:welcometothe

worldofthedeadnowmy

soulcanrestinpeace.

Notheragain.lregretitl

shouldnthavekilledher.



*Someone*:shewon't

survivethatwoundisdeep.

Thevoicesfadeandmy

worldbecamesdark.

*Mihle*

*Him*:solastnightthere's



somethingldidn'tgiveyou.

Igetexcitedlhopeit'snot

oneofhisstupidsurprises.

*Me*:sowhatisit?

Iask.

*Me*:firstfinishwhatyou

aredoing.



Ifinishfixinguphistie.Guys

ldon'tknowwhatlhadwith

Brandoncauseitcan'tbe

love,it'sdifferentfrom whatl

havewiththisguy.

Hehandsmealittlegiftbag.

Ohmygoshhediditthis

timeheboughtme



something.lwonderifit's

jewelryormaybeldon't

know.

Ifirstreadthecard.

*Alittlesomethingforthe

firstwomanthathas

managedtodrivemecrazy,l

thinkit'ssafetosayI'm

inlovewithyou*



Seemeblushing.

Igivehim akiss.

*Me*:I'm inlovewithyou

more,Ndiweniwami.

Hissmile,priceless.

*Him*:openyourgift.



Idon'tneedtobetoldtwice.l

unwraptheboxandopenit.

*Him*:heywhat'swiththe

longfacedon'tyoulikeyour

gift,doyouknowittookme

halfanhourtodecideonthe

coloranotherhalfanhourto

decideonthetypeyoumight

like.



Thisguy!

*Me*:soyoutookyourtime

wrappingupthis?

*Him*:yaahittookmeten

minutes.

Jolanilodwa.

*Me*:Leoareyoubeing



seriousrightnow.

Hetakesthescrunchand

tiesmyhairwithit.

Hepullsmetothecloset.

*Him*:lookatthatI'm good

atthisboyfriendthing,it

suitsyoudoesn'tit,justthe

perfectcolorI'm surethe



ladiesatworkwillbeasking

whereyouboughtit,just

referthem tomelwillgive

them directionstotheshop.

*Me*:let'sgowewillbelate

forwork.

Hefollowsmerunning.

*Him*:youlikeitright?



*Aneliswa*

*Him*:babewakeup!

Whyishewakingmeup.He

soundslikehe'spanicking.

*Me*:hmmm



Isaywithmyeyesstill

closed.

*Him*:Aneliswawakeupit's

urgent.

Okaylsitup,hedoesn'tcall

mebynameanymoresoit

mustbeserious.

*Me*:what'sup.



Helooksatmytummy.

Ifollowhisgaze.

*Me*:Ahhhhh

Iscream .

*Him*:calm downyouwill

wakeyourparentsupyou

knowI'm notsupposedtobe



here.

Istandupandstartpacing

upanddown.

He'sjustsittingonthebed

lookinglost.

Okaysohowdolexplainthis

.lknowI'm notnormalbut

thisisjusttoomuch.What



willmyparentssay,people

say.

WillBrandoneven

understand.

*Him*:sitdownwillyouyour

feetaregettingswollenwith

allthepacingyouaredoing.

Isitonthebed.



Heholdsmyhand.

*Him*:nowexplaintome,tell

mewhat'sgoingonevenifit

doesn'tmakesenselwill

takeyourword.

Iexhale.

Okaywheredolstart.



*Me*:I'm pregnant.

*Him*:clearly.

Willhejustshutup.

*Me*:I'm threeweeks

pregnant.

*Him*:thenwhydoyoulook



sixmonthspregnant?

Yepthat'srightmystomach

justgrewovernight.

*Me*:ldon'tknowldidn't

looklikethisyesterday,you

knowldidn'tlooklikethis

yesterday.

*Him*:sowhenwereyou



goingtotellmeyouare

pregnant?

*Me*:lwasscaredisn'tyou

saidyouwereinfertile,ohno

howcouldIforget....

*Him*:forgetwhat?

*Me*:Mihle,shehadsaid

yourproblem wasspiritual.



*Him*:youknewabout

Mihle'sfakepregnancy?

*Me*:lwasherdoctoryou

remember.

Isayplayingwithmyfingers.

Hegoesstandsbythe

window.



Ifollowhim.

*Me*:baba.

Hesmilesmnxtypical

Ndebeleman.

*Him*:I'm hurtnolie,the

thoughtofyouschemingand

lyingtomebutweweren't



evenacouplethenso....

*Me*Andthebaby?

*Him*:lwon'teventryto

understandhowthis

happened,howyourtummy

justgrewovernightbutit's

ourbabyandlwouldn'tthink

ofanotherperfectwhocan

carrymyseed.



Hesayssmilingandkissing

mystomach.

Ifindmyselfsmilingatleast

heunderstood.ldon'tknow

howlwillexplainthistomy

parentstoZibusisothatone

hewillkillsomeone.

*Him*:lwillhavetodoright



byyouandthebaby.

Whatishesaying?

*Me*:isthisyourwayof

proposing?

*Him*:I'm nottheromantic

typemamisoisitayes?

NowonderMihleendedup



buyingherselfaring.

Inodlcan'timagine

spendingmylifewith

anybodyelse.

*Him*:I'm goingtobethe

bestdadever.

Hesayswhisperingtohis

baby.lalreadyfeelreplaced.



*lNSERT18*

*Mihle*

OkaysoAneliswaaskedme

tocomebyherplace.lhope

everythingisfinelikeyou

knowlhavebeenso

occupiedlatelyldon'teven

rememberthelasttimewe



actuallyhadarealtalk.

Whyishetheoneopening

thedoor?

*Him*:I'm gladyouarehere.

Hesayscomingoutsideand

closingthedoorbehindhim

.Hepullsmetothegarden.



*Me*:iseverythingok?

*Him*:no,yourfriendlooks

likethis....

Hesaysshowingmea

picture.

*Me*:isitadisease,whyis

herstomachbloated?



Herollshiseyes.

*Him*:she'snotsick.she's

pregnant.

What!!Shecan'thaveitfirstI

meancome-on.

Brandonlaughs.

*Me*:whyareyoulaughing?



Iaskpokinghisshoulder.

*Him*:whyisshenot

supposedtohaveitfirst.

*Me*:you'recreepy.

*Him*:lknowmakoti,lalso

creepmyselfout.Doyou

knowlcanactuallyseemy



babyinherwomb.Ncee

don'twishforthegiftlhave.

Waitdoesheknowabout

Leoandl?

*Him*:ldo.

*Me*:umm lmeanttolike

tellyouI'm inlovewithyour

brotherlikewowthethings



hedoestome....

*Him*:aiiMihletoomuch

info

Ilaugh.

*Me*:ldidn'tmeanitlikethat

bamncane(uncle)

It'shisturntolaugh.



*Him*:wearetheones

havingthebabynotyou.

*Me*:sowhat'sthesex.

*Him*:it'sasurprise.Listen

makotilknowyouarean

amazingsinger,lwantyouto

singperfectforAneliswa.



Ifoldmyarms.

*Him*:lwilltellLeosome

tipsonhowtotakecareofa

woman.

Okaythat'sfair.

Wegobackinside.lthrow

myselfatmyman.



*Siso*:NotyoutooMihle!

What'ssoamazingabout

theseNdiwenimen?Leoout

ofeveryguyyoucoulddate.

Zibusisoalwaysthe

overprotectiveonebutit

neverworkedonmeunlike

AneliswaI'm hotheaded.

Sibongiledoesn'tlookgood

forthefirsttimelhave



knownher.

*Ndimande*:soMihledid

youknowaboutAneliswa's

pregnancy.

*Me*:yesshe'ssixmonths

pregnant,shewashidingit

causeshedidn'tknowhow

youguyswouldreacttoit.



TheeyeLeogivesme.lhope

lsaidtherightthingphelal

don'twanttogetherinto

trouble.

*Him*:hmm theNdiweni

menwanttopayforyour

lobolas.

Didhesaymen?



*Leo*:greatyouhadtoruin

hersurprise.

Hegoesonhisknee.

*Him*:Mihlewamiyour

surprisegotruinedntombi

yakhoMoyo.lwantedtotell

youhowmuchyoumeanto

me.lknowyoumightsayit's

stillearlydays,butI'm surel

wanttospendtherestofmy



lifewithyou.lwantyoutobe

aNdiweni,lwantyouto

washformeandcookfor

me,webothknowyoucan't

doeithercauseyouarea

spoiltbratbutI'm surefor

meyouwilllearnhowto

causeldriveyoucrazy.

Ihearpeoplelaughing,it

couldonlybeLeo.lwonder

wheremyparentsare?It's



justtheNdiwenibrothers

andtheNdimande's.

*Leo*:sowhatsayyou,will

youmarryme?I'm sureyou

wantmetopouroutmy

hearttoyou,butifldothat

todaywhatwilllsayduring

ourvowsatourwedding.l

loveyouMihle,pleasemarry

me.



I'm gettingallemotional.

*Me*:yesyesyes.

There'sululation.Heputsit

ringonmyfinger.Okayat

leasthegotthispartright

.AfterthisI'm snapping

them picturesofitringand

updatemysocialmedia

platforms.I'm engagedfor

realthistime.



*Aneliswa*:Brandonlhope

youweretakingnotes.lstill

wantmyproposal.

*Him*:aiibabelwillbuyyou

thering.

EveryonelaughsasAneliswa

pouts.



*MrsNdimande*:yourmom

iskakdrunkMihleandyour

dadisoutofthecountry.

Wowjustgreat.

Westarteatinglaughinghere

andthere.I'm happylwon't

letmyparentsruinmy

happiness.



Sothisiswhatldidwhenl

heardlwasgoingtodiein

threeweeksandtheonly

thingthatwouldsaveme

wasfallinginlovewithmy

choosenone.lwentbackin

timetofixmyfate,even

thoughldon'tremember

whathappenedthere,lthink

reallythethingthataffected

myfatemyAneliswa'sfatel

guessourfateswere



interlinked.llookather

,she'sglowingpregnancy

suitsher,I'm happyforher

,happythatshefoundlove

.I'm sadthoughthat

Brandonrefusedtotellme

thesexofthebaby.lwonder

ifAneliswaknows.

Leoputshishandovermine

.Goshllovethisguyhe'sa

littlecrazythat'snosecret



buthe'sanamazingperson.

Iwonderwhat'sgoingon

betweenSisoandhiswife

theyarenottheirusual

selves.

*Brandon*:dad?

Helaughs.



*Nkosilathi*:yessonit'sme

,youguysabandonedme

,I'm back.Youleftmetodie

inthathospitalhahaha.I'm

hereforrevengeyouwere

myfamily.Youwere

supposedtobebymyside.

Leosqueeze'smyhand.I'm

notscaredlknowhewill

protectmeltrusthim cause

wewerefated,writteninthe



stars.

*Theend*

---

Loveyou

Ifyouwanttocontactme

feelfreeat+26377398853


