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"Let'sforgetthebaggageofthepastandmake

anewbeginning."

It'sbeen8monthssincemyhusbandandAvery

madeup,wellIshouldsaysincetheywere

forcedtomakeupandIwishIcouldsayour

liveshavebeenrosyeversincebutI'dbelying.I

hadtoquitmyjobbecausehonestlyIfeltIwas

gettingpaidfornothingespeciallyconsidering

theamountofmaternityleaveI'vehadtotake

sinceIstartedatthatjobandnowthatweare

expectingbabynumber3,I'mtired.

Li:pleasedon'tlookatmelikethat

Its22:45andhejustwalkedinfromwork.

That'showitsbeeneversincewefoundoutwe

arepregnant,heworkslikeamaniacallinthe

nameofsecuringourfuture.Igotupfromthe



couch,takingtheemptytubofyogurtwithme

andheadedtothekitchen

Him:Abongiweplease

Me:yourfoodisinthewarmer,thereisa6pack

ofcastleliteinthefridgesoyoushouldbe

sorted

Ithrewtheemptytubinthebinanddraggedmy

heavyselfupstairs.I'vegrowntiredofrepeating

thesamethingtohim,Iappreciatethathe

workssohardtoprovideforusbutI'dratherbe

amiddleclasspersonwithahusbandthatgets

toeatdinnerwithuseverynightthantobea

boredrichhousewifewhosehusbandisnever

home.Icheckedonthekidsbeforeheadingto

bedandevenwhenIgotinbed,Ikepttossing

anyturning.5moreweeksandthisboywillbe

outofmeandIswearhewillbethelastone.3

kidsismorethanenoughnow.I'm26,Icanstill

findanotherjob.Limilewalkedintoour

bedroomalmostanhourlater,Iheardshuffling



aroundbeforehegotinbed,pullingmecloser

andIjustrelaxedandlethimbe

Him:I'msorry

Me:hmmm

Hisapologieshavebecomelikewateroffa

duck'sbackbecausehekeepsrepeatingthe

verysamethingheapologizesfor.

Him:Ijustspoketodaddyonthephone,hehas

forcedmetogoonpaternityleaveassoonas

thebabyarrives

Me:hmmm

Imovedawayfromhimandturnedonmyside

withmybacktowardshim.Ilovehim,thereis

nodoubtaboutthatbutI'mtiredoffightinga

losingbattlewhenitcomestohiswork.He

didn'tspeakagainandweeventuallyfellasleep.

ThenextdayIwokeupbeforehim,preparedhis

workclothesforhimasIusuallydothen

headeddownstairstomakebreakfastforhim.



I'mnotreadyformydaughtertogotoschool

yet,sheisn'teventwoyearsoldandIlove

havingthemaroundandtheygivemeasense

ofpurposebecauseNikiwejustdoesthe

cleaningandlaundrywhileItakecareofmy

kidsandmyhusband.

Li:morning

Me:hey

Idishedupforhim,placedthefoodonatray

thenplaceditbeforehimonthecountersince

that'swherehedecidedtosit

Him:thankyou

InoddedmyheadandcontinuedwiththeoatsI

waspreparing.Thisishowourmorningshave

beenlately,wehardlytalkandwhenwedo,

eitherwefightoritsbrief

Usi:Dada!

Idon'tevenknowwhyshewasupsoearlybut



thewayshescreamed,youcouldtellthatshe

wassurprisedtoseeherfather.Sherantohim

andhepickedherup

Li:morningdaddy'sprincess

MybackwasstillturnedtothembutIcouldn't

missthesoundsofhergiggles.Sheissucha

daddy'sgirl.Theyhadtheirconversationwhich

wasmadeupofmostlybabytalkandLiwas

trulyentertainingher

Li:myangel

Istillblusheverytimehecallsmethat.Iturn

aroundandoureyesmeet,asmuchasIdidn't

wanttosmile,Iendedupsmiling

Li:Iloveyou

Usi:yavu

Webothchuckledthenhekissedhisdaughter's

foreheadbeforeputtingheronthecounter

Me:Ihavemydoctor'sappointmenttoday



Li:I'llbethere

Me:hmmm

Hegotup,approachedmethenheldmywaist

andkissedmylips.Hisforeheadwasagainst

minesowhenhebrokethekiss,hedidn'tmove

away

Him:IloveyouandIwon'tforget.I'llbethere

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Him:areyousure?

Inodded,hepeckedmylipsagainthenletgoof

me.Afterhehadleftforwork,hissonwokeup,

Idishedupforthem,letitcooloffwhileNikiwe

bathedthem.IcandoitallbutBendingoverthe

bathtubtogivetwotoddlersabathcanmiss

me.AsIwasfeedingthem,myphonerang.

Me:littlebrother

Laz:wearealmostthesameage

Me:almostdoesn'tcount.Howareyouandwhy



areyounotatwork?

Helaughed.Mysiblingsarestillthecenterof

myworldandourrelationshiphasgottenso

strongoverthepastcoupleofmonths

Him:I'monmywaythere.Iwantyoutomeet

someone

Me:issheyourgirlfriend?

Him:no.Yes.Imeanno,sheisafriend

Ilaughed

Me:areyousuresheisjustafriend?

Him:I'msuresis.CanIbringheroveronFriday?

Afterwork

Me:yeahsure.Yournieceandnephewwould

lovetoseeyou

Him:Imissmybabies.Kissthemformeand

pleasekeepanopenmindwhenIcomeoveron

Friday.Please



Me:uhmOKhowoldisshe?

Him:we'lltalklater.I'mattheoffice.Loveyou

sis

Me:loveyoutoo

Thatconversationleftmefeelingabituneasy,

Lazolabetternotcomeherewithawomanold

enoughtobehismotherandcallherhisfriend.

Myappointmentwiththedoctorwasat12so

afterfeedingmykids,Itookalongrelaxing

bubblebath.Mybodywasinknots,I'moverdue

foratriptothespa,I'minneedoftheirhands

onthishugebodyofmine.HowI'vegonefrom

size32to38injust8monthsisridiculous,its

probablywhymyhusbandhasn'ttouchedmein

4months,Idon'tevenfeelcomfortablebeing

nakedaroundhimanymore.EventuallyIgotout

thebathtub,cleaneditandwenttogetdressed,

Iworeawhitelongboobtubematernitydress,a

peachcardiganandpeachslippers.Shoeshave

beenathingofthepastwiththispregnancy.I



calledLiyanaasIwasapplyingmymakeup,

sheisscheduledforherthirdmonth

appointment.Iputthephoneonspeakerand

continuedwithapplyingmymascara

Liyana:heybabe

Me:heyloverdoll.Howareyou?

Her:I'mdrained.Morningsicknesshasme

goodtoday

Me:awshamebabe.Soyouareskippingthe

doctor'sappointment?

Her:yeah.Shaunisheretakingcareofme

Onethingthathaskeptmyfriendshipwith

LiyanagoingisthatInevercommentonher

relationshipwithShaununlesssheasksmeto

becauseoneminutesheishatinghimandthe

nextday,sheisgettingfootrubsfromhim

Me:ohalright

Her:wearenotbacktogetherthough



Ichuckledsoftlywhileshakingmyhead

Me:we'lltalklater.Loveyou

Her:letmeknowwhenyouareback,Iwantto

bringZiyatocomeplaywithUsi

Me:alright

WhenIwalkedintothedoctor'soffice,Iwas

shockedtofindmyhusbandalreadywaiting

there,Ididn'tseehiscarintheparkingareasoI

thoughthehadforgottenagain.I'vehadtogo

throughnumerousoftheseappointments

withouthim

Me:Ididn'tseeyourcar

Li:Itookanuber,someladycrashedintomy

carthismorningsoitsbeingtakenin.Ishould

haveitbackbyFriday.

Me:ohlet'sgoin

Weexchangedgreetingswiththedoctor,she

checkedmyhealthstatusandthatoffthebaby



Dr:yourbloodpressureistoohighandits

puttingthebabyindistress.Ifyoudon'trelax,

youmightjustgointoearlylabor

Isighedheavily,wouldearlylaborbesuchabad

ideathough?ImeanI'mexhausted,thisbabyis

heavyandI'mfeelingheavily

Li:isthereanythingyoucanrecommendtohelp

lowerthebloodpressure

Dr:MrsHadebeI'mputtingyouonbedrestuntil

yougivebirth.Idon'twantyoudoinganything,I

don'twantyoustressingaboutanything,Ijust

wantyoutorelaxandenjoywhat'sleftofthis

pregnancy.

Lisqueezedmyhandtightlyaswelistenedto

ourchamp'sheartbeatcausingmetogetall

emotional
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"Sometimesyouneedtopresspauseon

everythingandrememberwhyyoustarted."

Thedoctor'sappointmentputadamponmy

mood,evenwhenmyhusbandofferedtotake

meoutforlunch,Iwasn'tupforit

Li:5moreweeksmyangel

Me:Iwanttogohomeandsleep

Him:OKthenlet'sgohomeandsleep.

Ilookedathimwithconfusion,usuallyhe

forgetstheappointmentandwhenhedoes

pitchup,heisalwaysinarushtogetoutof

here

Him:don'tlookatmelikethat

Me:Ididn'tsayanything

Him:doyouneedanythingbeforewegohome?

Ishookmyhead.Wehadtousemycarsince

hisisgettingrepaired.Whenwegothome,the

kidswereevenshockedtoseehim



Oyintando:Dada

Hecrawledtowardsusthenstoodinfrontof

hisfatherbeforefallingtotheground.Atnine

months,hethinksheshouldbewalkingalready

butitsnothappening.IthinkUsithandileis

puttingpressureonmybabyboybecauseshe

runsalloverthehouseleavinghimbehind.We

stayedinbedallday,justthetwoofus,

reminiscingaboutourlifebeforethekids.Five

weeksflewbyveryquicklyandasmuchas

Limilewasstillaworkaholic,hewashomefor

dinnerbutmissedbreakfasthalfthetime

becausehewouldleaveearly.Itwasbetterthan

nothing,Icouldseethathewasputtingineffort

tomakeourmarriagework.Theweirdpartis

thathimcheatingonmenevercrossedmy

mind,Idon'tknowwhetherIwasindenialor

whatbuthisbehaviortowardsmenever

changed,yesheworkedalotbutIbelieveits

justwork.SohereIam,intheworstkindofpain



andbeingtoldtopushbecausethisbabywants

toexit.I'mtired,I'msweatyandI'mnottryingto

putmyselfthroughanymorepain

Me:Ican'tdothis

Oyama:yesyoucan.Justonebigpushandthe

headwillbeout

Ikeepshakingmyhead,Ireallydon'thavethe

energytopushthisbabyoutanymore,why

couldn'ttheydoac-section?

Li:comeonmyangel.Wearealmostthere

Hekissesmyforehead,ifonlyheknewhow

muchheisn'thelpingthesituation

Me:voetsekthisisallyourfault

Li:yesbabyitis.Itakefullresponsibilitybut

shoutatmewhenmysonishere

Itakeinadeepbreathandpushwitheverything

inme,thespiritbombofpushesandthatsound

thatmeltsamother'sheartfillstheroom



Oyama:youdidit

Me:cleanhimupandbringhimtome.Nothis

fatherbutme.Hehoggedtheotheronefor

hoursbeforeIgottoseehim

Oyamaandhisnursesbreakintolaughterand

allmyhusbanddoesiskissmydrylips

Li:Iloveyousomuch

Me:nomorebabiesplease

Him:OKmyangel.Hewasourlastone

ThistimearoundthewholeHadabeslashSmith

entouragedidn'tcomebutitwasjustmy

parentsandtheirsignificantothers,mysiblings

andLiyanaandherkids.Itsstillacrazycrowd.

Mysoniscleanedupandplacedonmychest.I

takeonelookathimandmyheartleaps

Li:Imakegorgeouschocolatebabies

Me:helooksexactlylikeOyintando.Bothmy

kidsdon'tlooklikeme



Him:uweakkalokwenasthandwasam

Heplacedasoftpeckonhisson'sfacewhileI

givehimanunimpressedlookthenhekisses

mycheek

Me:Stholokuhle

Him:StholokuhleOthandwayoHadebe

Me:Iloveit

Him:andIloveyou

Ourhomewasnowevenmorechaotic,

Usithandilestillfoughtfordaddy'sattention,

Oyintandojustwantedtoeatsandandcrawl

aroundthebackyardwhileKuhlecried24/7.He

didn'tcarewhetheritwasdayornight,hejust

cried.EvenUsithandilewasn'tthisbad

Me:IfeellikeI'mgoingtolosemymind

Ihadjustputhimdownforanap,hewas

3weeksoldnowandsuchacrier

Li:youneedabreak



Me:yesIdobutfirstIneedanap.Watchyour

kids

Ilefthimandfoundmyselfasleepinthefirst

guestroomIfound.Ididn'thavetheenergyto

goupthestairs.Babiesareanightmare.Later

thatweekLazolacametovisitwithhis"friend".

HehadcanceledtheothertimesoIwasonly

goingtomeetthisgirlnow

Me:Nikididyoupreparethepasta

Niki:yesIdid,chilledthewineandjuiceaswell

Me:Thankyou.Ihadcompletelyforgotten

Sheflashedmeasmile,Iwasgladshewasstill

withusdespitehowmuchmyhusbandandI

keepmakingbabies.IchangedKuhle'sdiaper

thentookhimtothelounge,Lazola'scarhad

justpulledup

Li:thisisexciting

Me:onlybecauseyoulikeotherpeople's



business

HestuckhistongueoutatmeandIleanedover

andsuckedonitthenkissedhimmakinghim

moanseductively

Me:behave

Him:Ican't.Youjustmademehard

Ilaughed,toldhimtogetthedoorbecausehe

can'tbehave.WhenLazolawalkedin,ittook

everythinginmenottobejudgmentalbutIjust

couldn't.IplacedKuhleinhissleeperandgot

up

Laz:heysis,bhutLi

HedidamanlyhugwithLimilethenhuggedme

beforekissingmycheek

Me:heyLaz,uright?

Iwasn'taskingabouthiswellbeing,Iwantedto

knowifhewasmentallyOK.Thismakessense

whyhesaidIshouldkeepanopenmindbutI



can'they

Laz:ndirightmntase,howareyou?Whereare

mybabies?

Iclearedmythroatasanindicationthatheis

beingrude

Laz:ohsnapwherearemymanners.Abongiwe,

LimilethisismygirlfriendMila.Milathisismy

sisterandherhusband.

OnlynowdidIhugthisMilachild,Isaychild

becauseshelooks15andLazolais23.

Li:itsapleasuretomeetyouMila

ShesmiledinnocentlyasIledthemtothe

lounge.

Me:whatwouldyouliketodrinkMila?

Mila:anythingisfine.

Me:wine?

ShelookedatLazolaasifaskingforhis



permissionorsomething

Laz:Milaisn'tatthelegaldrinkingageyet.

Me:Isee.ComehelpmepleaseLaz

Li:I'llhelp

Me:no!StayandintroduceMilatoyourkids

Lazolafollowedmetothekitchen

Laz:keepanopenmindsis

Me:sheisachildLaz

Iwhisperedsharply.Momwouldn'tapproveof

thisandIfeellikeI'mbeingdraggedinthe

middleofit

Him:sheis17.

Me:stillachild.

Him:Ilovehersis.Justgettoknowherand

you'llrealizehowmaturesheis

Me:areyoufuckingher?



Hekeptquiet

Me:LazolaZikhali

Him:no.WearedoingotherthingsbutI'mnot

havingsexwithher

Me:hmm

Wegotthedrinks,servedMilaandLithen

Nikiweannouncedthatdinnerwasreadyand

wesatdowntoprayandeat

Li:sowhereareyoufromMila?

Mila:DurbanandPE.WelivedinPEuntilIwas

13thenwemovedhere

Li:really?I'mfromPEaswell.Mywifeisthe

onefromKZN

Shesmiledthennodded,sheiscute,beautiful

infactandshesoundsnice

Me:andwhatisyoursurname?

Mila:Khumalo.LumilanaKhumalo



Wecontinuedtogettoknowher,shereallyisa

nicegirlbutIsensethattroubleisgoingto

comemylittlebrother'sway.Especially

becauseshehasanolderbrotherwhoiseven

olderthanIam.AfterdinnerLazolahadtodrive

herhomebecausehercurfewwasat10pm

Me:itwasnicetomeetyouMila

Mila:itwasnicetomeetyouguystoo.Ihadfun

today

Weexchangedhugs,IwhisperedinLazola'sear

thatwearestillgoingtotalkaboutthisthen

theyleft

Li:Ilikeher,sheisnice

Me:thatrelationshipisgoingtobeadisaster

Him:justbecausesheisyoungerthanhimby

what...6years.6yearsisn'tbad

Me:itsnotbadwhensheis24andheis30.

Rightnowitsbad



Him:wellIlikeherforhim.Shehasagoodhead

onhershoulders
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"Onceinalifetimeyoumeetsomeonethat

changeseverything"

Idon'tknowwhetheritwasthebirthofhisson

ortheforcedpaternityleavebutsomehowI

havemyhusbandback.Heishelpingoutwith

thebaby,spoilsmeandspendsasmuchtime

withthekidsaspossible.Kuhleisnowamonth

old,stillscreamslikethereisnotomorrowbut

heissofreakenadorable.

MaNtombi:Idon'tthinkyourmotherlikesme

MydadandMaNtombiwereheretoseeKuhle

anditjustsohappenedthatmymomanduncle

Lubanziarealsohere.Mymomisjustone

dramaticwoman



Me:ignoreher,that'swhatIdo80%ofthetime

Her:howdoIignoresomeonethatkeeps

treatingmelikeamaid?Imustpickupafterher

now

Me:what?Didyoutelldad?

Sheshakesherhead,mymomissoannoying

though,Idon'tknowwhysheisn'tfocusingher

energyonhersonthat'sdatingatoddler.

MaNtombi,NikiandIwerebusyinthekitchen

preparinglunchwhilemymomspenttimewith

hergrandkids

Niki:sisAbongiwe

Me:yeslove

Her:LunathiandLukhanyojustarrived.ShouldI

getthemdrinks?

Me:theyarekids,theycangettheirown

refreshments.JustpleasecallLunathiforme

Withinafewminutesmylittlesisterwalkedin



lookingeversogorgeous.Wesharedahug

Me:wowI'mjealous

Luna:ohpleaseyouaregoingtolosethatbaby

weightinnotime

Me:Iplantostartworkingoutsoon,I'mjust

waitingforthestitchestobecompletelyhealed

Niki:Ithinkeverythingisready

Me:alrightlet'sdishupguys

Thelunchwasamazing,havingmyfamilyhere

wasgreat.LimilehadtorushtoRichardsbay

becauseofthewholethingwithShaun.Ican't

believeheisinacoma,hewasjustfineawhile

agoandnowheisbadlyinjured.

Mom:sowhat'sthestorywithyouandyour

maid?

Shewaslookingatmydadwholookedlikehe

wasreadytoattackher.Iwasgoingtositthis

oneouthey,I'mraising3kidswhichareall



undertheageof5,Ihavemyhandsfull

Dad:askies?

Mom:I'mnotgoingtorepeataquestionyou

clearlyheard.Areyouscrewingthehelpnow?

Banzi:Yolanda!

MomlookedatuncleBanziandshruggedher

shoulders,itwasabouttogodown.Usiwason

mymom'slap,Oyiwasonmydad'slapwhile

KuhlewasinLunathi'sarms.Thesepeoplewant

togoateachotherwhileholdingmykids

Mom:I'mjustasking

Dad:andnowI'mjustaskingyoutomindyour

ownbusiness.Mylifeisn'tanyofyourbusiness

Mom:ohgetoffyourhighhorseDube,how

desperateareyoutodateyourmaid

Banzi:Yolandayouarecrossingtheline

MydadtookOyintandoandgavehimto

MaNtombithenheadedoutthedoor.Iknowmy



dad,rightnowhewasjusttryingtokeephis

composure.Ilookedatmymom,shenoticed

mylookofdisapprovalandjustsmiled

Mom:argmanheshouldlearntorelax,Iwas

justmessingwithhim

Me:youmeanyouwerejustbeingunnecessary.

Thisismyhome,Ihavekidsheresoifyoucan

actyouragearoundmyfather,ifyoucan'tshow

himtherespecthedeservesthenyouwon'tbe

welcomehereagain.

Mom:I'masmuchaparenttoyouasheis

Me:nomomthat'swhereyouaremistaken,as

muchasyouandIhaveburiedthehatchet,that

manraisedme.Soheisjustafewstepsabove

youwhenitcomestobeingmyparent

Igotupandheadedtothekitchen,Iwasn't

goingtogoaftermydad,hehatesthat.Igot

myselfaglassofwaterthengotstartedonthe

dishes,thereweren'talotsoIwasOKdoing



themmyself.WhenIwasdone,myguestswere

gettingreadytoleaveapartfromLunathi

Mom:I'llseeyouguysduringtheweek

Me:didyouapologizetoMaNtombi

MaNtombi:itsfineAbongiwe

Me:noitsnot.Mom?

Mom:leaveitAbongiwe,shesaiditfine

Me:thenyouwillseemeandthekidsonce

you'veapologized

Mom:yho

Sheclappedonce,kissedhergrandkidsandleft

withherpartner.Idon'tknowhowuncleBanzi

handlesthatwoman.Awhilelatermydadcame

backintothehouse,spentafewminuteswith

thekidsthentheyhadtoleave

Dad:I'llcallyouwhenwegetHome

Wesharedalonghug,toomanyunspoken



thingsweretherebutitsmydad,wedon'thave

tosaymuchtoeachotherbecausethelittle

thatweshareisalwaysmeaningful.Ihugged

MaNtombiaswellandtheyleft

Me:yhothedramainmyfamily

Nikilaughed.ThenextdayIdecidedtogo

checkonLiyana.Sheisn'ttakingthisShaun

thingwell.WhenIgottoherplace,Mangiwas

homeaswell,weexchangedgreetingsandIsat

down

Me:whyaren'tyouatschoolMangi?

Mangi:itsholidays.I'mgoingtotherugbyclub

withLuvoandthem

Me:OK

IturnedtoLiyanawhowasjuststaringinto

space.Icoveredherhandwithmine,givingher

agentlesqueeze

Me:mnganihowareyou?



Liyana:I'llbeOKmyfriend.Howarethekids?

Me:loud,messyandyetsoadorable.Liisn't

aroundsoit'sjustusandNikiwe

Her:theywon'tletmegoseehim

Isqueezedherhandagainthengaveherafaint

smilewhenshelookedatme

Me:itsforthebestthough.Youarepregnant,

noonewantsyoutolosethebaby

Shesighed

Her:itsunfair,theydon'tevenupdatemeonhis

condition.I'mthemotherofhischildren,Ihave

arighttoknow

Me:true

WesatinsilenceforquitesometimebeforeI

decidedtocleanuparoundthehouse,Mangi

wasalreadyleavingsoitendedupbeingjust

thethreeofus,Ziyawasasleepthough.After

cleaningaroundtheloungeandthekitchen,I



draggedLiyanatogoshowerwhileImadeus

lunch.Iunderstandhowshefeels,Idon'tthink

I'dliveifsuchhappenedtoLimile.JustasIwas

thinkingabouthim,hecalled

Me:babakhe

IheardhimchucklesoftlyandIsmile

Li:howareyoumyangel?

Me:I'mOK.Howsthesituationthatside?

Hesighedheavilyandmyheartstartedbeating

faster.Shaunbetternotdieandleavemyfriend

alonelikethis

Him:itsbadsthandwasam,heishaving

seizuresnowandfoamcomesoutofhismouth.

Me:ohmy

Igaspedloudlywholecoveringmymouth

Him:wearestillhopefulthough.Haveyougone

toseeLiyana?



Me:I'mwithherrightnow,wellsheistakinga

shower

Him:alright.Pleasedon'tsayanythingtoher.

Me:Iwon't.Whenareyoucomingback?

Him:Idon'tknowlove.Thewholefamilyisthis

sidenowsoit'shardtosay

Me:Iunderstand.Youguysmuststaystrong,

I'mprayingforallofyou

Him:thankslove.IhavetogobutI'llcheckon

youandthekidslater.Iloveyousomuch

MaDubewam

Awarmfeelinggushedovermybody,Ireally

misshimnowbutatthesametimeI

understandwhyheneedstobethatside

Me:IloveyoumoreHadebe

IreleasedasighafterIhungupthenplacedthe

phoneonthetable.Iwashalfwaythrough

cookingwhenIrealizedthatLiyanadidn'tcome



backfromhershower.Sheisprobablynapping

butsomethingkepttellingmetogocheckon

her.Iloweredtheheatonbothstovesthen

wentupstairs

Me:mnganiareyoustillOK?

TherewasnoresponsesoIopenedthe

bedroomdoorthenheadedfortheensuite

bathroomandwhatIsawwasenoughtoturn

myentirebodycoldandmakeallthehairsonit

stand
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"Kidsshouldn'tbeallowedtogrowupsofast."

Usi:mommyI'mreadyformypicturenow

Iwatchedherparadingaroundinhernew

schooluniform,howisitthatthepast5years

flewbysoquickly?I'mnotreadyforhertostart

bigschoolbutsheissoexcited,shehas



packedandrepackedherschoolbag100times

sincewecamehomewithit.

Oyintando:Iwantapicturetoomommy

Kuhle:Iwantapicturethreemommy

Usi:youguysaren'tinbigschoolsonopictures.

Rightdaddy?

Liwalkedintotheloungelookingeversosexy,I

swearthismandoesn'tageatall.Which35

yearoldlookslikethis?Hekissesmeonmy

lips,pullingmybottomlipbetweenhisteeth

beforegivingmealongpeck

Li:goodmorningmyangel

Ismile,nahscratchthatI'mblushinglikecrazy.

Myeternalcrush

Me:morningmylove

Hesmiles,staresatmeforawhilebefore

turningtohiskidswhoarealreadybeggingfor

hisattention



Usi:howdoIlookdaddy?

Shedoesatwirlforhimandsmiles,revealing

hertwogapsatthebottomrowofherteeth.

Li:evenmorebeautifulthanyoulookedthelast

timeyoutriediton.Comelet'stakeapicture

Usi:justthetwoofusright?Noboysallowed

Oyintando:daddyisaboy

Usi:daddyisakingnotaboy

Shestuckhertongueoutatherbrotherwho

ignoredherandcametome.Kuhlestoodinthe

middleoftheroom,watchingmeandthen

watchinghisfather.

Me:Kuhlewozababy

Onlythendidhecomemyway.Ifixedtheirt-

shirts,strappedtheirsneakersthentook

picturesofthemjustsotheywon'tfeelleftout.

Afterpackingeveryone'slunch,Imademyselfa

quicksmoothiebeforeheadingupstairstoget



dressed.WhileIwasstillraisingmykids,I

furtheredmystudiesparttimeandnowI'ma

qualifiedtraumacounselloratNetcare

ParklandsHospital.Itfeelsgreattobeworking

againandasmuchasI'veonlybeenworkingfor

justover6months,I'vebeenenjoyingit.Iputon

mynavydresswithazipinthefrontandcomes

justbelowtheknee,foundmyredstilettos

whichImatchedwithmyredhandbagandred

necklace.Ididmymakeup,brightredlipstick

andleftmyweavehanging.

Me:OKguyslet'sgo

Kuhle:youlooknicemommy

Me:thankyoumyprince.Areyouguysready?

Usi:I'vebeenreadysincelastweek

IlaughedasItookmysmoothieandmylaptop

bag

Li:lunchtoday?



Me:Iwon'tsaynotothat

Li:youlooksexyasfuckbabywam

IwinkedathimasIusheredthekidsoutthe

door.OyintandoandKuhleweremyfirststop,I

hadtowalkinwiththembecauseitwasKuhle's

firstday

Me:areyoucomingUsithandile?

Sheshookherhead

Usi:Idon'twanttogetmyuniformdirty

Ichuckledwhileshakingmyhead

Me:OKbaby.I'llbeback

Usi:byeboys.Don'tcrywhenmommyleaves

youKuhle

IgaveUsithandilealookthatwasenoughto

shutherup.Asifshedidn'tcrywhenIlefther

here2yearsago.Kuhlewasholdingmyright

handwhileOyintandoheldmyleftone.Awhite

ladyapproachedusaswewalkedin,shehad



thatpermanentsmilethattheseteachersgive

uswhenwedropourkidsoff

Lady:hello

Me:morning.I'mheretodropoffmysons

Her:OKthat'sfine.Havetheybriefedyouonthe

fees

Me:yesI'vebeenbriefed

Her:andyouthinkyouwillbeabletoafford

them?Imeansinceyouhavetwokids

Ilookedatherwithmyeyebrowcocked

Me:areyounew?

Againthatsmileappearedasshenodded

Her:justgraduatedfromUJ,I'mdoingmy

practicals

Me:hmmmIsee.DoyoumindcallingMrsRoux

forme?

Her:alright



Shewaddledofftowherever,evenherwalk

annoyedme.Wheredoyougetoffaskingmeif

I'llaffordmykids'fees?Howisthatanyofher

business

MrsRoux:MrsHadebe,howareyou?

Me:I'mwellandyou?

Her:I'mwelltoo.HelloOyintando

Oyintandowavedatherwithasmileonhisface,

it'shissecondyearheresotheyarefamiliar

witheachother

Me:thisisOyintando'sbrother,Kuhle.Hewillbe

joiningyouguysthisyear

Her:helloKuhle

Hehidbehindme,mybabyhasShytendencies.

Wediscussedthebehaviorofhernewstaff

memberandshepromisedtodealwithher.

OyintandohadtodisappearwithKuhlesothat

hewon'tcrywhenIleavehim.Thedriveto



Usithandile'sschoolwasshortsincetheir

schoolsareclosetoeachother

Me:doyouwantmetowalkyouin?

Usi:yes.I'mscaredmommy

Me:don'tbe.You'llmakefriendsbeforetheday

isoverandyouareabiggirlnow.Youareready

forbigschool

WewalkeduntilthegatethenIhadtosay

goodbye.Shewasalreadycryingwhichbroke

myheart,thisoneismybabythough,notas

strongasherbrothers

Me:Iloveyoupumpkin

Her:Idon'twanttogoinmommy

Me:babycomeon.Youhavetogoinsothat

youcantellusallaboutbigschoolwhenweget

home.Wewillevenhaveicecream

Her:OKbyemommy

Iblewherakiss,shecaughtitthenplacedher



handoverherheart.Iwas10minslateforwork

becauseofmycrazykidsbutluckilymyboss

didn'tseeme.Ihadevaluationstodoall

morningandcompilereportssoIhardlyhad

timetorelax.Ienjoyedmyjob,Iwasdoingwhat

Iloveforafairamountofhoursandthemoney

wasprettygoodnotthatIwasallowedtospend

itonanyoneexceptmyself.Limiletakescareof

everything,allthemoneyIearn,Ijustsaveor

spoilmyself.At11therewasaknockonmy

door

Me:comein

Myassistant,Zolekawalkedin

Zoleka:itstimeforyourinhouseappointment

Me:already?OKgivemeamomentthenI'lltake

thefilefromyouandheadout

Shenoddedthenwalkedout,thereisnothing

thatgetsmeasemotionalashavingtogo

throughtheseinhouseappointments,theyare



thatdepressing.WhenIsawthattodayIwillbe

dealingwithLiyana,myheartsankfurther.She

neverrecoveredfromthelossofherchildand

nowshehasbipolardisordersosheisalways

inandoutofhere.IgrabthefilefromZoleka's

deskandheadtowardsthepsychiatricward.

Shesmilesfaintlywhensheseesme

Liyana:pleasetellmeI'mgoinghometoday

Ismilethenpulloutachairandsitdown

Me:howareyoufeelingtoday?

Her:don'ttreatmelikeI'mcrazyAbongiwe,you

knowI'mnotcrazy

Me:Ijustwanttoknowhowyouaredoing.

That'sall

Her:I'mangry,youcan'tkeepmelockedup

here.Mychildrenneedme

BythetimeIwasdonewiththesession,Ijust

wantedtocrawlupinmybedandsleep.That's



howdrainedIwas,IreallywishShaunwould

justtakehertoanotherhospitalinsteadofthis

one.Thisismybestfriend,itkillsmetoseeher

likethis.Atlunchtime,myhusbandcameto

fetchmeandwewentout

Li:andwhocriedthemost?

Me:yourdaughterobviously.Shedidn'teven

wanttogointheschool

Him:lolIsawthatonecoming.Shelikesacting

macho.Sohowareyoumyangel?How'syour

morningbeen?

Isighed,tookasipofmyjuicethenreclinedon

myseat

Him:thatbad?

Me:ShaunhadLiyanaadmittedagain

Him:shameman,thosepoorkids

Me:weshouldgocheckonthemlater.Ifeellike

I'vebeenneglectingthem



Him:we'llgobabes.Idon'tlikeitwhenyou

worrysomuch

Hetookmyhandkisseditthensqueezedit

gentlycausingmetosmile

Him:therewe,Iwantyoutoalwaysbehappy.

Me:anewcarwouldmakemehappy

Him:OKI'llgetitforyou

Me:Iwanttogetitmyself,mymoneyisjust

sittinginthebank

Him:I'llgetyouthecarAbongiwe,I'mnotletting

youspendmoneyonyourselfwhenI'mhere

Me:sowhat'sthepointofmeworking?

Him:babydon'tgolookingforafightwhere

thereisn'tone.I'myourhusband,itsmyjobto

provideforyou.Youarenotworkingbecause

youhaveto,youareworkingbecauseyouwant

to

Ididn'trespondtothat,hedidsayIshouldn'tgo



lookingforafightwherethereisn'tone.

Him:areyoumadatmenow?

Ishookmyhead,ourfoodarrivedandIwasted

notimeindiggingin.Hetriedtokeepthe

conversationgoingbuthonestlyIwasover

yonkelentoyeLunch.

Him:isitthatimportanttoyoutobuythiscar

yourself?

Me:let'sjustleaveitLimile

Him:IjustwantToknow,maybethenI'll

understandwhyyouwon'tletmetakecareof

you

Me:Idon'townanythingthatI'veboughtmyself.

ThecarIdrivewasboughtbyyou,thehousewe

liveinwasalsoboughtbyyou.AllIhavearethe

clothesinthecloset.IneedtofeellikeIown

something.Itsimportanttometohave

ownershipbecauseallmylifeI'vehadnothing

andnowthatIcanaffordthings,Iwant



somethingthat'smine.
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"Thereisno"I"inteam"

ItseemedlikeheunderstoodwhereIwas

comingfrom,eitherthatorhewasoverhaving

thisconversationbutonethingIknowforsure

isthatIambuyingthatcaronewayoranother

Me:whendoyouplanontakingyoursister's

calls?

Li:probablynever

Me:Limile

MyvoicewassoftandIhadextendedmyhand

toholdontohis.WhenAlwaleft,ithitquite

badlybecausehedidn'tgettosaygoodbye,all

hegotwasatextandthatwasit.Shecalls

almosteverydayandhedoesn'ttakehercalls

Him:Abongiwedon'tgothere,please



Me:babyjusthearherout

Him:sothatshecanlieandmanipulateme?

NahI'mOK.ShewasallIhadandsheleft,

withoutevensayinggoodbye.Shedidthesame

thingmyparentsdid,atleastwiththemthey

didn'thaveachoice.AlwandeZunguisdeadto

Abongiwesostopbringingherup

Itwasthetoneofhisvoicethatmademeshut

up,hewasangryandthelastthingIwantisto

beatthereceivingendofhisrage.Afterlunch,

hedrovemebacktothehospital,hewasat

leastcalmernow

Him:I'llfetchthekidsfromschool,cookdinner

andhelpthemwiththeirhomework

Ilookedathimwithsurprisewrittenallovermy

face

Me:really?

Helaughed,peckedmylipsandgotoutthecar.

Hecametomydoor,openeditandextended



hishandtome.Itookitwithoutasecond

thoughtandgotoutthecar

Him:Iloveyoumyangelandthanksforjoining

meforlunch

Me:noneedtothankmebaby.Iloveyoumore

WesharedahugandIwentintothehospital.

WhenIgottomydesk,IdialedAlwa'snumber.

Shehadpromisedtoatleasttellmewherethey

are.Itsbeen5yearssincetheyleft,5yearsof

mykidsnotbeingintouchwiththeironlyaunt

and5yearsofmyhusbandslowlylosinghis

mind.Mybiggestfearishimgoingbacktothe

manhewaswhenIhadfirstmethim

Alwa:hello

Me:heyhowareyou?

Sheletoutasighandtookapause

Her:I'mOK,howarethekids?

Me:theyarefine,Usithandilestartedgrade1



todayandKuhlestartedpreschool

Her:wowtheyaregrowingsofast.Imissthem.

Me:whenareyouguyscomingback?

Her:everytimeIaskthatquestion,myhusband

stormsout.Youknowhesentmykidsto

boardingschool?Anqobehateshim,hedoesn't

evencomehomeduringtheholidays,hejust

goestohisaunts

Me:whydon'tyoujusttakethekidsandcome

home?

Shechuckled,Icouldhearinhervoicethatshe

wasonthevergeofcrying

Her:whatwouldbethepoint?He'dfindusand

bringusbackhere.IneverthoughtI'dhate

livinginLondonsomuchbutGodknowshow

muchIcan'tstandthisplaceanymore

AtleastnowIknowwheretheyarebutshestill

wouldn'tdishonthesuddenmovetheydid5



yearsago

Me:Ispoketoyourbrother

Her:willhetakemycallsnow?

Ipausedforasec,inhaleddeeplythenreleased

asigh

Me:ItriedAlwa,Ireallydid

Her:butheisbeinghisstubbornself.I

understand.AnywayIhavetogo.We'lltalk

againsoonandpleasekissthekidsforme

Me:Iwill

AttheendofmydayIwasn'treallytiredbutI

wasappreciatingthatIdidn'thavetocook.I

drovepastTopsandpickedupabottleofwine

thendrovehome.Kuhlewasthefirstoneto

spotmycarandhecamerunningtome,I

openedthedoor,pickedhimupthenplacedhim

onmylapbeforesmotheringhimwithkisses

Kuhle:mom!



Me:don'tcomplain

Him:yougoingtomakemyfacepinkwith

lipstick

Ikissedhischeekonemoretimejusttoannoy

him

Me:howwasschool?

Him:weplayed,drewstuffandslept

Me:soitwasboring?

Heshookhisheadthensmiled.Helookslike

Limilewhenhewasababy,auntieLwasayshe

lookslikeLimile'sdadthough.Oyintandolooks

likeLimilenow,theyareeachother'sphotocopy.

Me:I'mhome

Usi:mommy

Sherantome,stillinherschooluniformand

readytostarttalking

Me:whyareyoustillinyouruniform?



Usi:I'mhelpingdadinthekitchen?

Me:inyouruniformUsithandile?

Niki:Itoldhertochangebutshewouldn'tlisten

ShestartedSulkingasshemarchedupthe

stairs.Kuhlefollowedbehindherwithmybag

asIwentintothekitchen

Me:Hadebe

Helookedsofreakensexyasheslavedaway

behindthepots

Li:heymyangel

Me:ifmydadwastoseeyounow,he'dsay

cometakeyourcowsback,youpaidfornothing

Helaughed,closedthepothewasstirringthen

cametome,kissedmethenpulledback

Him:andI'lltellhimthatIlovespoilingmywife.

Howwasyourday?

Me:notbad.I'mgoingtotakeabaththencome



helpyou

Him:shouldIbringyouaglassofwine?

Me:yesplease.Iboughttwomorebottles

Aftermybath,Iwassorelaxedandabittipsy

becauseLidecidedtoleavethewholebottlein

thebathroom.Igotdressedinsweatshortsand

avestthenmademywaydownstairs

Me:Oyintando

Oyi:mama

Me:comehere

Hewalkedin,iPadinhishandanddropped

himselfnexttome.Ikissedhisforeheadandhe

kissedmycheek

Me:howwasschool?

Him:itwasfine.IwasprotectingKuhlethe

wholeday

Kuhle:liar



Oyi:not

Me:wellthat'swhatbigbrothersdo.

Usithandileandherfathersetupthetablewith

thehelpofNikiwethenwewenttoeat.The

conversationatthetableinvolvedLimileandhis

kidsmostly,IkeptthinkinghowIwasgoingto

convincehimtotakehissister'scalls.Atleast

tohearherout

Li:babyareyoulistening?

Me:hmmm

Usi:Ineedhelpwithhomeworkmommy

Me:daddywillhandleit

Li:andmommywillhandlethedishesright?

Me:yesbecauseyouguyscooked

Whenthekidswereinbed,myhusbandandI

retreatedtobed,myheadonhischestandhis

armsaroundme.Ilovethismansomuch,I

honestlycan'tpicturemylifewithouthimorour



kids

Li:what'swrong?

Me:whosaidanythingiswrong?

Him:Abongiwedon'tforgetthatIknowyou,you

can'tfoolme

Me:thereisnopointintellingyoubecauseyou

aregoingtogetangry

Me:givemethebenefitofthedoubtplease

Isighed

Me:AlwaisinEngland

Him:goodforher

Me:Limileourkidsdon'tknowtheiraunt

Him:andthat'sachoicetheirauntmade.

Me:Idon'tthinkshehadachoice

Him:don'tmakeexcusesforher.IfImean

anythingtoher,sheshouldhavecomehereand

saidgoodbyebutshedidn't.Letitgoanddo



yourselfafavorandstoptakinghercalls

Ididn'trespondafterthatandhealsodidn'tsay

anythingelse.Thereisnothingasfrustratingas

havingexternalthingsaffectingyourmarriage,

myhusbandandIaregreatbutthisthingwith

hissisterwillbethereasonwefindourselvesin

hotwater.ThenextdayIwokeupasIfelthis

handsonthewaistbandofmypantiesbutI

chosetopretendasifI'masleep.Hegently

removedthemthenopenedmylegs.Hishead

wasalreadybetweenmylegsandwhenIfelt

histongueonmycookie,Imoanedloudly.He

chuckledbeforeeatingmeout,tonguefucking

meintoamindblowingorgasmthenhecleaned

meupwithhistonguebeforecomingup

Li:goodmorningmyeverything

Heplacedakissonmylips,givingmeatasteof

myself

Me:goodmorningloveofmylife



IcouldfeelhishardpenisatmyentranceandI

openedmylegswider.Theteasinghewas

doingwassuchaturnon,hekeptgrazinghis

tipovermyclit,causingmymoanstokeep

goinghigher

Me:babyplease

Him:pleasewhat?

Me:putitin

HeenteredmefullyinonethrustandI

screamedloudly,diggingmynailsdeepintohis

back

Me:fuuuuck

WemadeloveuntilwebothcamethenIflipped

himoverandstraddledhim,pinninghishands

overhisheadandrubbingmypussylipsagainst

hisdick

Him:MaDube

Hisvoicewassoftyetwithsomuchyearning.



Hehatedbeingdominatedinbedbutatthe

sametimeheenjoyedit

Me:HadebeIneedafavor

Him:ngokubaby?

Me:yes

Iletgoofhishandsandstrokedhispenisfrom

underme,focusingonthetipthemost

Him:hayiAbongiwe,hayibaby

Iwantedtolaughsobadly,heseemedso

vulnerableandhorny

Me:promisemeyou'lltakeyoursister'scalls

Him:baby

Iinsertedhiminmebutdidn'tmove,hishands

movedtomyhipsbutIstilldidn'tMove

Him:babyyouaretorturingme

Me:sayyes

Him:babyno



Istartedrockingmyhips,swayingmybodyon

topofhisanditwasdrivinghimcrazy.
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"Sometimesthehardestthingandtheright

thingarethesame"

Iwatchedhimdialhissister'snumberwhile

sideeyeingme.Heplacedthephoneonhisear

forafewsecondsthenhungupandthrewiton

thebed

Li:thisisstupidAbongiwe

Me:babyyoupromised

Him:youwerebouncingonmydickso

obviouslyIwasgoingtosayyes.Itsnotfairof

youtotrickmelikethat

Me:pointisyousaidyouweregoingtodoitso

doit.What'stheworstthatcouldhappen?

Him:theworstisthatIwillbelieveherliesand



fallintohermanipulation

Irolledmyeyes,Iwasn'tinthemoodforhis

dramasoearlyintheday.Heneededtomake

thiscallsohimandhissistercangetovertheir

nonsense

Me:I'mgoingtotakeashower,whenIcome

out,Iwanttohearallaboutyourconversation

withyoursister

Him:mxm

Hetookthephonefromthebed,pressedita

fewtimesthenplaceditonhisearashe

watchedmegetnakedandwrapatowelaround

mybody

Him:hello

Ismiledwithouthimnoticingthenmademy

waytotheshowerbooth.WhenIgotoutthe

shower,hewasstilltalkingonhisphone.He

hadhisfistsclenchedwhichonlymeantone

thing,hewasgettingangry.Iputlotiononmy



body,gotdressedthenwenttocheckonthe

kids

Me:goodmorningbabies

Ikissedallofthembeforesittingnextto

Usithandile

Them:morningmommy

Me:morningNiki

Niki:morningsisi,canIgetyouanything?

Me:I'llhavewhattheyarehaving

Sheturnedaroundandfixedmeaplateoffull

Englishbreakfast

Oyintando:whereisdaddy?

Me:he'llcomedowninafewminutes.Eatup,I

don'twanttobelate

Nikiplacedmyfoodinfrontofme,Ithankedher

thendugin.Bythetimeweweredoneeating,

LimilewasstillnotdownsoIwenttocheckon



him.Hewasnowpacingupanddowntheroom,

shoutingtoAlwaIassumed.Oureyeslocked

whenIwalkedinandhestoppedshouting

Li:what?

Me:youaregoingtobelateforwork

Him:I'mnotgoingin

Me:oh

Ididn'tsayanythingafterthatbutIdidn'tmove

whichprobablyannoyedhim

Him:wasthereanythingelse?

Me:uhmno

Him:thengivemespace,I'mbusyhere

Hewalkedouttheroomontothebalconyand

slammedtheslidingdoor.WhathaveI

unleashed?Mybiggestfearrightnowishim

losinghistemperandnotbeingabletocontrol

hisanger.IchangedoutoftheoutfitIhad

plannedtowearatwork,slippedintogrey



leggingsandaloosetopthenwentback

downstairs.AsmuchasIwastakingadayoff,I

stillneededtotakemykidstoschool.

Me:youguysready?

Usi:whereisdaddy?

Me:heisonanimportantphonecall,he'llsee

youguyslater

Usi:andaren'tyougoingtoworkanymore?

Me:no,lessquestionsandmoremoving.Let's

go

Iusheredthemtothecaranddroveoff.

Usithandilewouldn'tstopwithherquestions

andhonestlyshewasflippingmymorning

upsidedown

Kuhle:mamacanwehaveicecreamafter

school?

Me:yesyoumay

Oyintando:isdadfetchingusorareyou



fetchingus?

Usi:Iwantdadtofetchusthenwewillhaveice

creamforsure

Yhothesekids,IwassorelievedwhenI

droppedthelastoneoffanddrovebackhome.

Somethinginmewouldn'tletmeleavemy

husbandlikethat.WhenIgothome,Isentan

emailtoworkreportingthatIwon'tbecoming

inthenIwenttomybedroom.Atleastthe

phonecallhadeventuallycometoanend

becauseLimilewasnowleaningoverthe

balconysmokingwithaglassofwhiskyonthe

railing.Heonlysmokeswhenheisdrinkingbut

itswaytoearlyinthedayforeitherofthose

things.Igotinbed,switchedtheTVonthen

pickedamovefromboxofficeandwatchedit.

Anhourlater,hewalkedin

Li:youdidn'tgotowork?

Me:nope



Him:whynot?

HetriedgettingonthebedbutIstoppedhim

andhelookedatmeallsurprised

Me:gobrushyourteethfirst.Youweredrinking

andsmoking,Idon'tneedthatinmybedright

now

Him:finebutwhydidn'tyougotowork?

Me:Ihaveaheadache

Him:suxoka

Hedisappearedintothebathroomandreturned

later,stillInjusthisboxers.Hegotinbednext

tomethenpulledmeontopofhim

Him:sowhydidn'tyougotowork?

Me:Iwasworriedaboutyou

Him:I'mfine.Givemeakiss

Iloweredmyhead,brushedmylipsagainsthis

beforehepulledmeinforaslowkisswhich



turnedpassionatewithinseconds.Myclothes

wentflyingthenIwasflippedonmysideandhe

enteredmefrombehind.Wefuckedforhours,

notgentlelovemakingbutrough,hairpulling

fucking.Bythetimewestopped,Icouldn'tfeel

mylegs,myvaginawaspainfulandIwas

exhausted.Ipassedoutwithinsecondsand

whenIwokeup,itwasaround11:30andhe

wasn'tnexttomebuttheshowerwaterwas

running.Igotoutofbed,openedthesliding

doorthenmadethebedandcleanedaroundthe

room.

Him:Ithoughtweweregoingtospendtheday

inbed

Me:hayiI'msore

Him:didIhurtyou?

IshookmyheadasIlookedatmyselfonthe

mirror.Ihadlovebitesallovermybustareaand

mystomachbutluckilynoneonmyneck.I



watchedhimgetdressedthenIwenttotakea

longrelaxingbath.Iknewhewasn'taboutto

talktomeabouthistalkwithhissisterbutI'm

justgladitfinallyhappened.Idon'tthinkI'd

survivegoing5yearswithouttalkingtomy

siblings.

Me:yourkidswantyoutofetchthemfrom

schooltoday

Wewereinthekitchen,hewasmakingus

toastedcheesesandwichesandIwasjust

enjoyingthesightofhim

Him:I'msureitwasUsithandilethatcameup

withthatidea

Me:youknowyourdaughter

Myphoneranganditwasallthewayinthe

loungesoIwaddledallthewaythere

Him:Iloveyournewwalk

Ishowedhimthemiddlefingerandhelaughed.



Itookmyphone,smiledbeforeansweringit

Me:heybuddy

Lwakho:thewayImissyou

Me:itdoesn'tcomeclosetothewayImissyou

Ithrewmyselfonthecouch,placingmylegson

itaswell

Him:thewifeandIareinDurbanfortheweek

Me:justthetwoofyouorisChloewithyou?

Him:Chloeiswithhermother.Wearegoingto

chillatthehoteluntilyouguysarebackfrom

workthenwewillcomesayhi

Me:LiandIareathome.Comethrough

Him:alright

IhungupasLigavememysandwich

Me:thankslove

Hekissedmycheekbeforetakingaseatnextto

me



Me:Lwakhoisintownwithhiswife

Li:why?

Me:Ididn'taskbuttheyarecomingover

Him:I'mleavingthen

Me:babecomeon.Idon'tevenunderstandwhy

youandthatgirldon'tvibe

Him:I'mallergictohoes

3yearsagoLwakhobrokeupwithHaileyand

starteddatingSimnikiwe,theygotmarriedtwo

monthsagoandLimilecan'tstandthegirl.She

knowswhy,heknowswhyandLwakhoandI

arebeingkeptinthedark

Me:youarenotseriouslyleavingareyou?

Him:AbongiweI'vehadonehellofastartto

thisday,Idon'tneedtobearoundLwakho's

stupidwife.

Me:fine.I'lljustmeetupwiththemattheirhotel

orsomething



Hesighed,probablyathowsadIsoundedwhen

IsaidthatandIwasn'tsulking.Iwasreallynot

happyaboutthiswholething

Him:youlikeputtingmeinawkwardpositions

neh

Me:Idonot.Thisisawkwardformetoo

becauseyouwon'ttellmewhat'sthedealwith

youandSim

Him:youwon'tlikeitsoI'drathernottellyou

Me:nowIwannaknow

Him:letitgomyangel.Itwon'tbenefitusinany

kindofwayinsteaditwillmakeyoulookatme

differentlyandIcan'thavethat
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"Whatyoudon'tknowcouldneverhurtyou."

Idecidedtoletitgo,overthe6yearsthatLimile

andIhavebeenmarried,I'velearntthatthereis



nothinggoodabouthispast.Itsdarkand

twistedandreallynotworthavisitattimes.

LwakhoandSimarrivedanhourlaterandI

mustsayLwakhodidwellwiththisone,sheis

gorgeous.Thetallmodeltypeofgirlwithanass

andboobstodiefor.Shewasrockingshorthair,

makeuponfleekandcomplimentedherman

well.LwakhoandIexchangedhugsthenIled

themtothelounge

Lwakho:LimileHadebe

Lichuckledthenshookhishead

Li:yaSmith

TheyshookhandsthenLilockedeyeswithSim

anditwasawkwardforabitbecausesuddenly

theroomwentsilent

Li:moloSimnikiwe

Shesmiledthennodded

Sim:heyLimile



Againtherewassilence,I'mprettysurethese

twohavehistory.Sexualhistoryinfact.I

clearedmythroatandeveryonerelaxed

Me:whereismyChloe?

Lwakho:withhermother.YouknowhowHailey

getswithherbabymamadrama.It'sexhausting

actually

Me:justdon'tletmybabysufferjustbecause

youandhermothercan'tbeadults.Anywaycan

Igetyouguyssomethingtodrink?

Lwakho:Iwasactuallyhopingwecouldgoout.

IwenttoseeLiyanaearlierandhonestlyIneed

togoout

Li:greatidea.I'llactuallycatchupwithyouguys

becauseIhavetofetchthekidsfromschool

Me:youcanfetchthembabyandwe'llleave

afterwards.I'msurethey'dlovetoseeuncle

Lwakho



Lwakho:andI'dlovetoseethem

I'mstilltryingtofigureoutthisSimnikiwegirl,

sheistooquietformylikingbutbecausesheis

mybestfriend'swife,IguessIhavetolikeher

Me:SimareyouOK?

Shesmiledfaintlythennodded

Lwakho:itsprobablythosepregnancy

hormones

Li:youarepregnant?

Seethereisnothingwrongwiththatquestion,

itsprettynormalbuttheproblemisthewayhe

askedit.AsifshockedthatSimcouldget

pregnant

Lwakho:yepwearepregnant.2monthsand

counting

Heplacedhishandonherbelly,kissedher

cheekandsmiled.Idon'tknowwhatitisabout

guysthatmakethemgogagaoverusbeing



pregnant.Gogagaoverlobolanegotiationsor

somethingimportantlikethatnotwatchingus

blowupintothesizeofawhale

Li:congrats.I'mgoingtorushtogetthekids

andweshallleave

Hekissedmycheekthenlipsandleft.I

watchedhimuntilhewasoutthedoor

Lwakho:youstillsuckfaceevenafterbeing

marriedforsolong?

Ilaughed.Hewasbeingridiculous

Me:haveyouseenuncleSosoandauntieLwa?

Thosetwosuckface

Lwakho:yhothosetwostillhavesexTheyarein

their60syetai.Excusemeguys,Ineedthe

bathroom

Hegotupandheadedtothebathroomandit

wasasifSimwasjustwaitingforhimtoleave

Sim:soyouandLihavebeenmarriedfor6



years?

Inod,Isensetherewouldbeafollowup

questionsoIjustwaitedonit

Her:andyoudatedforhowlong?

Me:4yearsifI'mnotmistaken.What'sthestory

withyouandmyhusbandanyway?

Her:whatdoyoumean?

Shestartedactingfakeconfusedanditjust

annoyedmereally

Me:youguyshavehistorytogether,mightas

wellspillit

Her:I'veneverdatedyourhusbandifthat'swhat

youareimplying

Me:thenwhatisit?Hehatesyourgutsandhe

won'ttellmewhysohow'saboutyoutellme

Lwakho:whohateswhoseguts?

Ididn'tevenseethathewasoutofthe



bathroom,SimandIlookedateachother,

obviouslyI'mwaitingforhertogetusoutof

thispickle.Sheclearedherthroat

Sim:weweretalkingaboutHaileyandthatshe

hatesme

Lwakhokissedherlipsthensatdown

Lwakho:don'tworryabouther,sheisjustbitter

becauseInevermarriedher.

WespokeaboutrandomthingsuntilIheardthe

familiarvoicesofmynoisemakersasthey

rushedinthroughthedoor

Usi:uncleLwakho

Shethrewherbagonthefloorandranto

Lwakhowhopickedherupandplacedheron

hislapwhileshewrappedherarmsaroundhis

neckandhuggedhim

Lwakho:howareyoupumpkin?

Usi:uncleLwakhoYouknowIhatethatName



Li:Igaveyouthatname

Usi:Istilldon'tlikeit

Theboysjustgreetedandwenttotheirrooms

Me:whataretheysulkingabout?

Li:OyintandowantsanewPlayStationbut

KuhlewantsthexboxsoItoldthemtodecide

whattheywantbecauseI'mnotbuyingtwo

consoles

LiandIchangedthenwealldrovetogateway

foralatelunchandsundowners.Iwasina

shortsummerdressbecausetheheatwasa

littletoomuch.

Li:sowhatareyouguysdoinginDurban?

Lwakho:toseeLiyana.Sheisbasicallyfamily

andwearetight

Li:howisshe?

Me:OKguysthisisdepressing,canwechange

thetopic.Sohow'smarriedlife?



Simnikiwesmiledasshelookedatherhusband.

Thesetwoareinlove,nodoubtaboutit

Sim:sofarsogood.Itsgreatinfact

Lwakho:IfeellikeImarriedmybestfriend

Me:hayiI'myourbestfriend.Thatisn'taboutto

change

Wecontinuedwithourconversation,lotsof

laughsandhappymoments.Ireallyneededthis,

justtobeoutthehouseandrelaxing

Lwakho:IhearLoyisoisintown

Li:yeahhemovedhere.StartedanewjobandI

guessheisgettinghisshittogether

Lwakho:itsaboutdamntime

Me:excusemeguys,Ineedtheladies

Ireallyneededtopee,soIleftthematthetable

andheadedtothebathroom.Itwasempty

exceptforthisladyandherdaughter.Ismiled

thenwentintothestall,didmybusinessand



gotout

Lady:XolohIneedtousethebathroomtooso

stayhereandI'llbeback

Xoloh:noLulu,Igowhereyougo

Lady:uhmdoyoumindkeepinganeyeonher

forafewseconds,Ijustneedtousethe

bathroomandI'monmyperiodssoIdon'twant

togoinwithher

Me:alrightnoproblem

Iliftedthecutebabygirlontothecounterthen

washedmyhands.Shewasabitdarkwitha

hugeafrothatwastiedintopompoms.She

reallywascute.Afterawhilehermomgotout

Lady:thankyousomuch

Ismiled

Me:itsapleasureLulu

Shegiggled,lookedatherdaughterthenshook

herhead



Her:it'sGuguactually.ShecallsmeLulufor

somestrangereason.Eversinceshewasa

babyshehascalledmethat

Me:ohitsnicetomeetyouGugu.ByeXoloh

Shewavedherhandandweallexitedthe

bathroom.Therewasaguywaitingforthem

justoutside,hewrappedhisarmaroundGugu

themomentshereachedhimandhekissedher

cheekbeforeliftinguptheirdaughter

Guy:thatwaslong

Gugu:BongayouknowhowXolohis,always

wantingtogoeverywhereIgo.

IsmiledasIwalkedpassedthem,waved

goodbyeandwentbacktothetable.Therestof

theeveningwentprettywellandbythetimewe

gothome,thekidswerewatchingTV

Me:babecanwetalkforasecond

Wewereinthekitchen,alone.Iwascravinga



fruitsmoothieandhewantedicecream

Li:ifyouaregoingtoaskmeaboutSimnikiwe,

don'tbother

Me:nah,you'lltellmeaboutthatwhenyouare

ready.Iwanttoknowaboutyourconversation

withyoursister

Hesighed,tookaspoonfuloficecreamand

stuffeditinhismouth

Him:shedoesn'twanttocomeback.

Apparentlytheirlivesareindangeror

somethingstupidlikethat.Iknowshewaslying

Me:whatifshewasn't?Babeyouknowyour

sister,leavingthecountrylikethatisn'therstyle

Him:itsthatidiothusbandofhers,I'venever

likedthatguy.Heiscontrolling

Me:butdidyouguysmakeup?

Heshruggedhisshouldersandcontinued

eatinghisicecream,Iknowmyhusbandwhen



heisuptosomethingandthatshrugtellsme

heisabouttogetuptonogood

Ipouredmysmoothieintoamilkshakeglass

andsatnexttohim

Li:youknowIloveyouright?

Me:IknowmyloveandIloveyoujustasmuch

ifnotmore

Him:andIwantyoutoknowthatIhatekeeping

secretsfromyou,Ijusthatethatlookyougive

mewhenyouknowI'mhidingsomethingsoI'm

goingtoputtheSimnikiwethingtobed

Iadjustedmysittingposition,Ididn'tevenhave

topushforhimtospillitall.Heclearedhis

throat,lookedatmethenquicklylookedaway

Him:rememberthegirlShauntoldyouabout?

TheoneI...uhmtheoneIhurt

Inoddedbutsoonrealisedthathewasn't

lookingmywaysoIhadtobevocal



Me:yeah

Iwhispered

Him:sheisorwasSimnikiwe'sfriend.There

wasapointwherethingsbetweenmeandthat

girlwerestillgoodandshegotpregnant.It

wasn'tplannedobviouslybecausewewerenot

inarelationshipbutSimnikiweconvincedherto

haveanabortionbecauseaccordingtoher,I

wasn'tgoingtotakecareofmybaby.I'vehated

herandherfriendsincethen.That'swhyI

fuckedupthefriendwhensherockedupatmy

placeunannounced.
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"Believeinyourmanthesamewayyoubelieve

inthoseteasandwaisttrainers."

Itisn'teasytoloveamanthathasaroughand

darkpastbutthosearetheonesthatareworth

thelovemorethananyone.Thosearetheones



thatdon'ttrusteasilyandwhenyoufeeltrusted

bythemyoufeellikeyou'veaccomplished

something

Me:doesLwakhoKnow?

Heshookhishead.Thisisn'tabigdealright?I

meanitsnotavalidreasonforLwakho's

marriagetogoupinsmokeright?

Him:IhateherAbongiweandpretendingnotto

hateherisn'teasy.Tohavetositthroughthese

differentoccasionswithherandsmileasifshe

isn'tthereasonformealmostgettinglockedup

Me:Hadebeleaveallthatinthepast.Youhave

kidsnow,3beautifulchildrenthatloveyou

morethananything.I'msorryyouwentthrough

thatwithSimandherfriendbutbabyyouhave

toforgiveandtrytoforget

Hechuckledwhileshakinghishead.Hewas

calm,alittletoocalmanditwasscarytosee

himlikethis.IfyouknowLimileaswellasIdo,



youwouldfearwhenheiscalminasituation

thatshouldangerhim

Him:andnowsheispregnant

Me:Hadebeno

Heliftedhisheadandoureyeslockedthenhe

frowned.Ishookmyheadandhisfrowngot

moreintense

Him:whynot?

Me:thinkofLwakho.Itshischildaswell

Him:itwilllooklikeanaccident.Amiscarriage

ofsomesort.Abongiwemybloodisgunning

forrevenge

Me:itsnotworthit.Howwillthatmakeyou

differenttoher?Imagineifsomeonekilledone

ofourchildren,canyouevenbegintoimagine

thatpain?Letitgosthandwasamngyakcela.

Justletitgo

Him:hmmm



Ilefthiminthekitchenandwalkedintothe

lounge,IsatbetweenKuhleandOyintando,

kissedtheirheadandsnuggledthem

Kuhle:ouchmama

Me:askiesbaby.Haveyouguysbathed?

Oyi:yeahandweate.AuntieNikimadebraai

meat

Me:didyouleavemesome?

Usi:yeahthereislotsofitleftintheoven

Me:OKandafterthisepisodeyouguysare

goingtobed.Tomorrowisaschoolday

WhenIwokeupthenextdayIwasaloneinbed,

itwaswaytooearlyforLimiletohaveleftfor

workandhewasn'tintheshower.Igotoutof

bed,showeredandgotreadyforthedaybut

whenIgotdownstairshewasn'tthereeither,I

greetedthekids,dishedupmybreakfastand

atewiththem



Me:Oyintandopleasecheckifdaddy'scarisin

thegarage

Oyi:dadleftalready

Me:ohOK.Eatupsowecanleave

Afterdroppingthemoff,IdrovetoLi'soffice.I

don'ttrusthimwhenheislikethis.Hemight

justdosomethingstupidthathewillliveto

regret

Me:morningSerena

Serena:morningMrsH,howareyou?

Me:I'mwell,ismyhusbandin?

Her:nohehasn'tarrivedyet

Haibokantiwhereisthisman?Isaidmy

goodbyestoSerenaanddialedLimile'snumber

asIwalkedtowardsmycarbutonlyreachedhis

voicemail

Me:LimileHadebeyoubetternotdowhatI

thinkyouaregoingtodo.Leavethatgirlalone,



thinkofwhatitwilldotoLwakho,thinkofmy

friendshipwithLwakho.Sthandwasamitsnot

worthit.Iloveyouandcallmebackwhenyou

getthis

Ididn'tevenfeellikegoingtoworkbutbecause

Iwasn'tinyesterday,Ihadtogointoday.You

missonedayofworkandyoufindamountain

ofpaperworkthenextday.Iwentthroughthe

morningveryabsentminded,Ikeptcheckingmy

phoneforLimile'scallorevenatextbutthere

wasnothing.AroundlunchtimeItriedhimagain,

thistimeitrangtwicethenwenttovoicemail

Me:mxmscrewyouthen

Li:seriouslyMaDube,screwme?

Iliftedmyheadandtherehestoodbymydoor

withhishandsinhispockets.Ijumpedupfrom

mychairandwrappedmyarmsaroundhim,at

firsthedidn'thugmebackbutafterawhilehe

sighedthenwrappedhisarmsaroundmywaist



givingmeasqueezethenkissedmyneck

Me:whenIwokeupyouweregone

Webrokethehugandsatonthecouchwithmy

bodyagainsthis

Him:Ijustneededtoclearmyhead

Me:andisitclearnow?

Hedidn'trespond

Me:baby

Him:itsclearing

Me:itsAstart

Hekissedmyforehead

Him:Idon'tdeserveyou

Me:thennoonedeservesme

*

*

#Gugulethu



IhatedMondaysbecausetheymeantmyman

hadtogobacktoJo'burgandI'llbesleeping

aloneallweekunlessXolohdecidestoshare

mybed

Bonga:youneedacar

Me:Idon'tevenhavealearner's

Him:wellyouneedtogetoneandthenregister

atdrivingschool.I'mnotcomfortablewithmy

wifetakingpublictransport

IrolledmyeyesasIwatchedhimgetdressed

whileIjustsatonthechairbythedresserin

justmytowel.Mymaniswellbuilt,heeven

makesmefeelbadforneverhavingsteppedin

agym

Me:uberisn'tpublictransport

Him:it'snotyourcarsoitspublictransportand

whyaren'tyougettingdressed?Youdon'twant

tobelate



Me:yeahheyplusmynewbossisn'tthenicest

manontheplanet

Iputlotiononmybodythengotdressedthen

walkedBongaouttohiscab.Wesharedalong

andintensehug,thetearswerealready

threateningtorolldown

Bonga:pleasedon'tcry

Isniffedafewtimes

Me:I'mnotcrying.Haveasafeflight

Him:thanksbaby.I'llcallyouwhenIland.Ilove

youGugu

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Iwavedasthecardroveoutofthecomplex

thenwentbackintheflat.XolohandNanawere

alreadyhavingbreakfastandIwasalmost

runninglatesoIdidn'thavetimetoeat.Ihad

alreadyrequestedmyubersoIjustpackedmy

drawingsintothebag,putmyshoesonand



packedfruitforlunch

Xoloh:LulucallMbali

Icheckedthetime,Mbaliisprobablyalreadyin

classnow

Me:we'llcallMbaliwhenyoucomebackfrom

school.Ipromisebaby

Ikissedhercheeksandwentouttomyuber.I

gottoworkjustintime

Me:morningSena

Sena:youarelate

Icheckedmywatch,Iwas3minsearlysowhat

didshemeanIwaslate

Me:I'mearly.Nge3minsyonke

Her:didn'tyougetthecircularaboutthenew

times?IsentittoeveryoneonFridayandMr

Smithhasbeenlookingforyouallmorning

Isaidasilentfuck,Inevercheckmypersonal



emailsbecausenooneeversendsemailsthere

butSenaexplainedthattheworkemailswere

downsoshesentittoourpersonaloneswith

herownpersonalaccount

Me:OKletmestartwiththeboss

Her:goodluck

Me:I'mgoingtoneedit

InervouslywalkedtoMrSmith'soffice,

knockedafewtimesbeforeIheardhisdeep

voicetellingmetocomeinandIwalkedin.Our

eyeslockedandIquicklylookedaway,this

man'ssexinessmakesmeevenmorenervous.

Me:goo-goodmorningSir

Helookedathiswatchthenatmybagsandhis

watchagain

Me:I'mso-sorryI'mlate,Ididn'tkno-

Loyiso:don'twastemytimewithyourexcuses,

I'mnotinterestedinthem.I'vealreadyleftthe



briefonyourdesk,gothroughitandIneedyou

tocomeupwith5drawingsbeforetheendof

theday

Me:y-yessir

ForsomereasonIdidn'tmovebecauseIdidn't

knowwhetherweweredoneornotsoIjust

stoodthere,myheadloweredandmyheart

beatinghardagainstmychest

Him:timeistickingMissZulu.

Iquicklyheadedforthedoorandonlygotto

breathwhenIwasoutside.Thismanscaresme

somuch.Iwasstuckinmyofficethewholeday,

tryingtocomeupwithsomethingthatwillbeso

goodthatitwillblowMrSmithoutofhismind.I

workedstraightpastlunchtimeandbythetime

itwasknockofftime,Ihadonlycompleted3

drawings.9hourslaterandIonlyhad3perfect

drawings.Whentherewasaknockonmydoor,

myheartracedbecauseIhadafeelingitwas



theboss

Me:comein

SenawalkedinwithherhandbagandI

breathedasighofrelief.Sheapproachedmy

desk,tookonelookatmyworkandgaspedin

amazement

Sena:Gugutheseareamazing

Me:youthinkso?

Her:definitely

Me:Ihopethebosswillthinksotoo.Thatman

isimpossibletoimpress

Her:butheissohotthough.Haveyouseen

howthesuitshughishugearmsandthe

dimplesandbrowneyes.Yhohegetsmewet

everytimehespeakstome

Iburstintolaughter,myfriendiscrazybutshe

hadapoint.Themanisflames

Me:wouldyougetOutofherebeforeyouget



bothofusfired

Her:LolOKbyefriend.Enjoybeingalonewith

theboss

Myeyeswidened,hereIwasthinkingI'malone

here

Me:heisstillhere?

Shenodded,wavedgoodbyeandleft.Itsgoing

tobealongnightforme.
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"Justbreath.Itwillallworkout."

GUGULETHU

SuddenlynowthatIknewthatmanwas

somewhereinthebuilding,Icouldn'tfocus,I

hadtoredomyforthdrawingtwicebeforeIwas



happywithitandbeforeIknewit,itwas8pm

andIstillwasn'tdone

Loyiso:comelet'sgo

Iscreamed.Ididn'thearhimcomeinsohearing

himspeakscaredme.Ilookedathimandhe

hadafrownonhisface

Me:youscaredme

Him:youscareeasily

Heapproachedmydesk,hiscolognehadfilled

myentireofficeandhesmeltgodly.Thecloser

hegottomydesk,thefastermyheartstarted

beating,Icouldn'tbreathinhispresence,that's

howintimidatingheis.Hestoodbehindmeand

staredatmywork

Me:I'mnotdoneyet.Istillneedtoperfectthis

oneandIstillhaveonemoretogo

Him:hmmmnotbad.

Wellatleasthedoesn'ttotallyhatethem



Him:packup,weareleaving

Me:Istillhavetorequestanubersoyoucan

leavewithoutme

Him:I'lldropyouoff

Me:uhmitsfinesir

Him:itwasn'tarequestMissZulu.

IswallowedhardandIpackedupmythingsinto

myworkbagthentookmyhandbagandstood

upbutinsteadofmoving,hejustlookedatme

Me:I'mready

Him:don'ttakeworkhome.

Me:butIdidn'tfinish.Istillhavetwodrawingto

workon

Him:youcanfinishthemtomorrow.Let'sgo

Heledmeout,lockedupthenwalkedtohiscar.

I'veneverbeeninsuchanexpensivecar,the

onlytimeI'veseenthiscarisonthemusic



videosandCassper'sinstagrampage.He

openedthedoorformethenwentovertohis

sideandhoppedin

Him:doyoulikemycar?

HemusthavenoticedhowIwaslookingaround

Me:yes

Him:breathMissZulu,Idon'tbite

Me:youscareme

Thatcameoutasawhisperbutitwasn'talie,

hereallydoesscareme.Heisrude,controlling

andsexy.It'sascarycombination

Him:good.I'myourbossnotyourfriendsoI

shouldscareyou

Isighed.Ididn'tgivehimdirectionstowhereI

staybutbeforeIknewit,hewasatthegateof

thecomplex

Me:thankyouforthelift



Him:openthegate

Me:itsfinesir,noneedforyoutodrivein

Him:openthegateGugu

That'sthefirsttimehecalledmebymyname

andtherewassomuchauthorityinhisvoice,I

pressedthebuttonontheremoteandthegate

openandhedrovein.Igotoutthecar

Me:thankyousir

Henodded,nosmilejustthenod.Iclosedthe

doorbuthedidn'tdriveoffuntilIwasinsidethe

flat.Ihadtoopenthegateforhimagain.You

wouldthinkafterthatnight,hewouldatleastbe

abitnicertomebutitdidn'thappen,hekept

drowningmeinwork,pushingmylimitsyethe

hatesmeworkinglate.ThatweekendBonga

hadthingstosortoutwithLihlewithregardsto

Buhlesohedidn'tcomethisside.Iwokeup,

tookabathwithXoloh,weworematching

outfits.Denimdressesandwhiteallstars.Ihad



justgottenpaidsoIwastakingherout.Mbali

sentapleasecallmeasweweregettingready

soIcalledherandputthephoneonloud

speaker

Mbali:heyGugu

Me:heyyou,how'sschool?Howareyou?

Her:I'mfine,schoolisfine.UphiuXoloh?

Me:righthere.BabysayhellotoMbali

Xoloh:hellotoMbali

Ilaughedandletherenjoyherconversation

withhermother.Ireallywishmysistersstayed

withmebutatthesametimeIwantthemtoget

thebestlifehastooffer,that'swhyIworkedso

hardinvarsityandputmyblood,sweatand

tearsintomywork.Allofthisisforthem.The

uberdroppedusoffatgateway,wehasalready

hadbreakfastsowewerejustshopping

??:hey



Iturnedaroundanditwasthatladythathad

helpedmewithXolohinthebathroomafew

weeksback.Ididn'tevencatchhername

Me:hey

Her:youremembermeright?

Me:ofcourse,Ijustdidn'tcatchyournamethe

otherday

Shewasbeautiful,nomakeupbutshestill

remainedflawlesswithherbeautifulcurvey

bodyandnaturalhair.Shehadherafroinabun

Her:itsAbongiwe,AbongiweHadebe

Me:GuguZulu

HonestlyIwantedtobeher,shelookedrich,the

sizeofthediamondonHerfingerwasadead

giveaway

Her:Iknowthisisgoingtocomeoffasstrange

buthereismycard,callmesometimeandwe

canmeetupforlunch.Myhusbandisforcing



metomakefriendsandthisismereachingout

WesharedalaughasItookhercard.Itsnotlike

Ihaveanyfriendsaroundhereeithersothiswill

begoodforbothofus

*

*

ABONGIWE

Ineededtogetoutthereandlivemybestlife

andexchangingnumberswithGuguwasmy

firststart.Wewereoutforourfamilydaywhich

entailsshopping,shoppingandmoreshopping

andifwearelucky,atriptothebeach.Ifelt

Limile'sarmswraparoundmewhileIspoketo

Gugu,hekissedmyneckandmycheeksheated

up.ItgotworsewhenhegrabbedmyassandI

letoutasqueal

Me:Limile



Li:yesmyangel

Me:weareinpublic

Him:Idon'tcare

Hespunmearoundtofacehim,kissedme

passionatelywhilegrabbingmyass.Itdidn't

takelongformetofeelhisharddickonmy

stomachsoIsoonbrokethekiss

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iknow

Him:whataboutyou?

Me:youknowIloveyou

Him:sayit

IheardGugulaugh,onlythendidIremember

thatIwasinthemiddleofaconversation

beforemyhusbandarrived

Me:letmeintroduceyou.ThisisGugu,mynew

friend



Helookedatmewithconfusionandone

eyebrowraised

Me:andthat'shernieceXoloh.Guguthisismy

husbandLimile

Oyintando:mamacomesee,thisissocool

Kuhle:yeahmamaitssuperamazing

Theycamerunningoutofnowherewith

Usithandilestrollingbehindthem

Usi:itsnotthatcoolmama

Me:andtheseareourkids,Usithandile,

OyintandoandStholokuhle

Kuhle:hayiitsKuhlemama

Welaughed

Gugu:youhavealovelyfamily

Me:thankyou.Uhmwearehavingadinner

partyatourhousenextweekendjustto

welcomeafriendofourshome.Youshould



come

Gugu:alright.Youshallsendmethedetails

Wewentoutseparateways,thekidsstill

wantedtobuyafewmorethingsthenwe

orderedribs,steakandwingsfortakeawayat

spurandwenthome.Iwasn'tinthemoodto

cookanyway

Li:Imissyou

Me:I'mrightherebaby

Him:butyouarebusy

Me:youjustwanttogetinmypants,that's

whatyoumeanbyyoumissme

Helaughed,jumpedonthecounterandstared

atmewithasmileonhisfacewhichI

reciprocated

Him:yousaythatasifitsabadthing.Anyway

wearegoingtochurchtomorrowright

Inodded,stirredthepapthencovereditagain



andstirredthegravy.Churchispartofour

familytradition,wegoasoftenaswecan.

Sometimesit'snoteverySundaybutwego

often.Iwantmykidstoknowtheimportanceof

praying,praiseandworshipandthatGodisour

center.LikeptmecompanywhileIcookedthen

wecuddledonthecouch

Li:didyouinviteLoyisotoLiyana'sdinnerparty?

Me:youknowhowyourcousinis.Iinvitedhim

butheprobablywon'tshowup.Samewayhe

hasn'tshownupforthemilliondinner

invitations

Him:heprobablywillcome.JustforShaun's

sake

Me:Idon'tthinkhelikesme

Him:Idon'tthinkitsthat.Ithinkhehasn'tcome

totermswithhisdivorce

Imovedfromhim,placedmylegsonhislap

andgotcomfortable.ThisisthetimeIenjoythe



most.Whenwearenotparentsbutthesame

AbongiweandLimilefrombackinmyvarsity

days.Ithinksometimeswegetlostinthekids

thatweforgetwhowewerebeforethem.

Liyanahadbeendischargedtwoweeksagoand

thisdinnerpartyisjusttowelcomeherhome.

WeneededtomakesureshewasOKwithbeing

aroundpeoplebeforeputtingittogether

Li:youlookbeautifulmyangel

Hepeckedmylips,Iwasinawhiteshort

cocktaildress,peachstilettoesandmyclutch

matchedmyshoes.Hewaslookingsexyas

alwaysinanavysuit,whiteshirtwithnotie

Me:I'mnervous

Him:why?

Me:I'veneverhostedadinnerpartybefore

Him:relax.everythingwillbefine

TherewasquiteacrowddownstairsbutIwas



happywiththeturnout.EvenKwandoand

KwandilewerehereandQhaweandSihle.Li

heldmyhandaswemadeourwaydownstairs.

Nowwewaitforourguestofhonor

[08/18,15:39]Mca:Season2

*10*

"Onestepatatime,thereisnotorush."

ABONGIWE

AsImingledwiththeguests,Iwonderedif

Guguwouldcome,sheseemsabitreserved

andshysoIwasabitskeptical.Ispotted

LwakhoandSimnikiweandsuddenlyIdidn'tlike

thisgirlformyfriendanymore.Ihatetwofaced

peoplebutshestilllookedgorgeousandthe

dressshewaswearingmadeiteasytospotthe

babybump.Isharedahugwithbothofthem



Lwakho:Ijustspottedmybrotherwithhislatest

sugarbaby

Me:heisstilldatingkids?

HenoddedandindeedAverywaswithachild,I

exchangedgreetingswiththembutdidn't

interactmuch.Wearecivilbutwearenot

friends.Allinallitwasagreatturnout,nottoo

manystrangersbecauseShaunhadgivenmea

headsupthatLiyanagetsoverwhelmedquite

easilylately.Guguarrivedafewmoments

beforeLiyanaandShaunlookinggorgeousin

hershortdresswhichrevealedherbeautiful

longlegs

Me:youlookgorgeous

Gugu:really?Thankyou.Iwasn'ttoosureofthe

outfit

Me:itsabeautifuldress

WhenLiyanawalkedin,everyonewasjust

happytoseeherbackonherfeetandtakingon



lifeagain.Thewholenight,Shaunand

Langa(herbrother)neverleftherside.I'mjust

prayingthatShaundoesrightbyher,hehas

alreadyputmyfriendthroughhell

Me:heymngani

Shesmiled,pulledmeinforahugandheldme

tightly

Liyana:Iheardyoupulledthisoff

Me:yepIwasn'tgoingtomakeyourreturn

somethingonthelowdown

Her:thankyouAbongiwe,itmeansalot.Walk

withmeplease

Shaun:I'mcomingtoo

Shelooksathimlovinglythenkisseshischeek

Her:I'llbefinelove.Minglewiththeboys

Shaun:kissmeproperlyfirst

Hepulledherinandtheysharedakissbefore



heeventuallyletgoofher

Shaun:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoumore

Sheblewhimakissandwesteppedoutinto

thegarden,herholdingontomyhandtightly.I

reallyamhappythatsheisback,sheistheone

personintheuniversethatdoesn'tdeserve

everythingshehashadtogothrough

Her:IthinkMangihatesme

Me:heisyourchild.Hecouldneverhateyou

Shechuckledsoftlythenshookherhead

Her:hedoesn'twanttospendtimewithme.I

getthatheisateenagerbutI'mstillhismom

andheisstillmylittleboy

Me:maybeheisjuststillcomingtotermswith

everything.Thekidhasbeenthroughalotthese

past5years.Givehimtimemngani

Shesighed,Idon'twanthertostressabout



anything.Tonightistocelebratethewarriorshe

is,toshowcaseherstrengthandforusto

expressourloveandsupportforher

Her:areyouhappy?IsListillthemanyou

married?

Ismiletomyselfjustthinkingabouthim,heis

stilleverythingIwantandmore.I'matmy

happiestwhenI'mwithhimorjustthinking

abouthim

Me:Iamandhehasgrownfrombeingtheman

Imarried,thingshaven'talwaysbeenrosybut

I'mstillcrazyabouthim

Her:Idon'tthinkIstillwantShaun.I'llalways

lovehim,heisthefatherofmykidsandhehas

taughtmeeverythingIknowaboutloveandsex

butIdon'twanttogrowoldwithhim.

Ireleasedasigh.Theysaywhenawomanis

fedup,sheisfedupandthereisnothingyou

candoorsaytomakeherchangehermind



Me:hewaitedyouknow.Iknowhehasalways

beenfuckedupbuttheguylovesyouandhe

haschanged

Her:youareprobablyrightbuthowdoIstay

withsomeoneIblameforthe5yearsofmylife

I'vewastedinamentalhospital.Myheart

knowsitwasn'thisfaultbutmymindblames

him.Abongiweapartofmehateshimjustas

muchasIlovehim.Howdowemoveonfrom

thatandbeafamilyandraisekids?How?

Iswallowedhardasshelookedatmewithso

muchhurtinhereyes,itssadreally.Ifound

myselfcryingjustfromtryingtoimaginehow

shecouldpossiblybefeeling,itreallycan'tbe

easy.Eventuallywewentbacktothehouse,I

wenttofindmysignificantotherbutinsteadI

bumpedintoLoyisowhichcaughtmeby

surprisedbecauselasttimeIchecked,hehadn't

arrived

Loy:foraPersonthatinvitedme,youare



shockedthatI'mhere

Me:youcan'tblameme,itsnotlikeyoucome

whenIinviteyouover

Him:I'vebeentryingtosettledownandfindmy

feetAbongiwe.RelaxOK?

Hekissedmycheekthendisappearedintothe

crowd

*

*

GUGULETHU

Idon'tevenknowwhyIcametothisparty,I

don'tknowanyoneapartfromthepersonwho

invitedmebutIhadn'tseenmuchofhersinceI

arrived.Iwasn'tgoingtocomebutBonga

pushedmeto,tellingmetogominglewiththe

richbecauseoneoftheseyearsthiswillbeour

life.IhatedhowhedancedtoLihle'sguitarand



jumpedtoherwhistleeverytimeshecalled.It

hasstartedaffectingourrelationshipandnotin

agoodway.Thelobolanegotiationsshould

havebeenunderwaybynowbuteverytimeI

askhimaboutit,hetellsmethatheneedsto

sortafewthingsoutwithLihleandBuhlethen

hewillgettogoingtomyfamily.Anywayatthe

party,awaiterofferedmeglassofchampagne

andItookit.I'venevertastedchampagne

beforebutthemomentItookmyfirstsip,I

understoodwhyitislikedsomuch.Ireally

enjoyedit

Li:areyoustillOK?

IturnedaroundandhewasbehindmesoIjust

nodded

Him:areyousure?

Me:yeahthischampagneiskeepingme

company

Helaughed



Him:comeletmeintroducetothesepeopleI

callfamily.Idon'tknowwheremylovelywife

hasdisappearedto

Wewentaroundtheroom,Imethiscousins

andtheirdatesthenIspottedmybosswhohad

aninsanelygorgeouswomanbyhisside.Her

bigeyesilluminatedherbeautyevenmore

Li:andthisisQhaweandhiswifeSihle

IwaslookingatLoyisobutLimilejust

introducedhimasQhawewhichconfusedme

Me:thisisGugu,sheisAbongiwe'sfriend

IwasstaringatQhaweasheextendedhishand

formetoshakeit.NomanbutthisisLoyiso

??:shiteventhephotocopyishere

IsmelthimbeforeIsawhim,hewascoming

frombehindmeandmakinganoise

Qhawe:ifyouansweredmycallsthenyou'd

knowI'mintown



Loyiso:Ihaveajobfondin

Qhawe:sodoI

Loyiso:Irunanarchitecturefirmandyoulook

atvaginaforaliving.Wecan'texactlycallthata

job

Qhawehithisshoulderbeforepullinghiminfor

amanhugthenmovedontohugSihle.They

lookedidentical,theysoundedthesameandI

couldn'ttellthemapart.Theyevenhavethe

samehaircut

Loyiso:ourbeautifulwife

Hekissedhercheek

Sihle:wherearethekidsLoyiso?

Loyiso:I'mataparty,Idon'twanttotalkabout

kids

Suddenlyoureyeslookedandhestaredatme

foralittletoolong.Igotuncomfortableand

lookedaway



Li:thanksforcomingbro.Letmeintroduceyou.

ThisisGugu

Loyiso:Iknowher.Sheworksforme.Excuse

meguys,Iwanttosayhitoiintwana

Withthatsaidbedisappearedintothecrowd

leavingmewiththesepeopleandawkward

silence.Idownedtherestofmychampagne

Me:heismyboss

IspenttherestofthenightwithLisaandKea

butmyeyeskeptsearchingforLoyisobutI

couldn'tspothim

Kea:Averyjustditchedme

Me:whoisAvery?

Lisapointedatagorgeousspecimenofaman

whowasstandingnexttoanothergorgeous

creatureandapregnantlady

Me:iseveryoneinthisfamilygoodlooking

Lisalaughed.Iwasslowlygettingdrunk,Idon't



evenknowhowmanyglassesofchampagne

I'vehadbutIwaslooseningupandhavingfun

Lisa:andthisisn'tevenallofus

Me:soyouarerelatedtothem?

Lisa:sortof.MydadisbrotherswithLi'sdad

andLoyisoandQhawe'smomisouraunt.

Me:howoldisLoyiso?

Lisa:39or40.I'mnotsure

Me:that'sold

Shenodded,Keahadlostinterestinour

conversationandwenttoherguy.Around11pm

IsaidmygoodbyestoAbongiwewhowasnow

inLi'sarms

Abongiwe:thankyouforcomingGugu

Me:Ihadfun

WesharedahugthenIwentoutsidetowaitfor

mycab.Iwasevenhavingtroublestanding



straight,that'showdrunkIwas

Loyiso:youaredrunk

Ididn'tevenknowwherehecamefrombuthe

wasnowstandinginfrontofmewithhishands

inhispockets

Me:yes

HetightenedHisjaw,nottakinghiseyesoffme

Him:howareyougettinghome?

Me:Icall-

BeforeIcouldfinishmysentence,threwup,

gettingabitofvomitonhisexpensiveshoes.

[08/18,15:39]Mca:Season2

*11*

"Exercisecontrolatalltimes"



GUGULETHU

I'vehadalotofembarrassingmomentsbutlast

nighttakesthecake.Whatmakesmatters

worseisthatIhavenoideawhathappened

afterIvomitedallovermybossesshoesbut

judgingfrommysurroundings,eitherI'vebeen

kidnappedorIwenthomewithsomestranger.I

stretchandyawnonwhatprobablyfeelslikea

cloud,thesesheetsaresocomfortableandsoft

andwhite.Actuallytheentireroomiswhitewith

atouchofgreyhereandthere.I'mdressedina

lightgreyT-shirtandmyunderwear,mydressis

notinsight.Igetoutthebed,headforthe

bathroom,washmyfaceandquicklyrinsemy

mouth.I'matabitofapanicbecauseIdon't

knowwhosehouseI'minandwhybuttheT-

shirtI'mwearingbelongstoaman.Alargeman

becauseit'sthelengthofmydress,thesame

onethathassuddenlygonemissing.Istart



exploringmysurroundings,exitingtheroom

andmakingmywaydownthepassage.There

areblackandwhitepicturesonthewalls,alot

ofdifferentpeoplethatlookthesame.Thewall

lookingtowardsthestaircasehasapictureofa

woman,itstheonlypicturethatisincolor.She

isinherweddingdressandsmilingbeautifully.I

findmyselfstaringatthepicturewithaslight

smile

Loyiso:goodmorning

Igetafrightandscreamwhichmakeshim

laughforsomereason,I'venevernoticedthis

abouthimbuthehasdimples.Heisinhis

boxers...Justhisboxerswithhisarmsfolded

acrosshischest.I'veneverseenanythingsexier,

fora40yearold,hehasawellbuiltbody

Me:uhmmorning

Him:Itrustyousleptwell

Me:uhmy-yesyesIdid



Hesmilesagain,staringattheedgeofhisT-

shirt,theoneonmybodythenhiseyesrun

downtomylegs

Him:comeImadebreakfast

Iwantedtoaskaboutthepicturebutsomething

inmetoldmeI'dbecrossingtheline.Isaton

thecounterchairswhileheplacedaplateof

foodinfrontofmeandaglassofcranberry

juice

Me:th-thankyou

Him:relaxGugu,I'mnotgoingtohurtyou.IfI

wantedtohurtyouIwouldhavedonesoafter

yougotvomitallovermyItalianshoes

Mycheeksheatedupwithembarrassment.I'd

honestlyliketoforgetthat.Weateinsilence

buteverynowandthenI'dcatchhimstaringat

meandtheweirdpartisthathewouldn'tlook

awaywhenIcatchhim,insteadI'dendup

lookingaway.Whenweweredoneeating,I



clearedupthedishesandstartedwashingthem

inthesink.Therewasadishwashertherebut

I'veneverusedonebeforeandI'vealready

embarrassedmyselfenough

Him:yourphonehasbeenringing.KingBaehas

beencalling

Isaidthatwithabitofmockeryinhisvoice

whichIignored.Hepointedwheremyphone

wascharging,Idisconnectedit,sentBongaa

textbuthedidn'trespondnordidhecall

Him:KingBae?Seriously?Areyou12or

something

Ididn'trespond,honestlyIwashurtbyhis

commentandIthinkhereadthatinthewayI

lookedathim

Me:uhmwhereismydress?

Him:Ithrewitaway

Me:youdidwhat?Whywouldyoudothat?I've



onlywornittwice

Him:ithadvomitalloverit.

Me:oh.NowwhatamIgoingtowear?

Him:youdon'tlikewhatyouarewearingright

now?

IlookedathisT-shirt,asmuchasitisaslong

asthedressIwaswearing,Iwouldn'tbecaught

deadwearingitinpublic

Me:Ican'tgooutsidedressedlikethis

Him:thenwewon'tgooutside.Spendtheday

withme

OKthattotallycaughtmeoffguard,leavingme

withoutaresponse

Him:callKingBae,tellhimyouareworkingthat

wayhewon'tkeepcallingyou.I'mgoingtotake

ashowerinthemeantime

Hehasthisthingofnotrequestingmetodo

somethingbutratherorderingmetodoit.I



dialedBonga'snumber

Lihle:hisqueen

Irolledmyeyes,Ireallywasn'tinthemoodfor

thisorforher

Me:mayyoupleasegiveBongathephone

Her:heisbathingourdaughter.CanItakea

message?

Me:nahit'scool.I'llsendhimatext

Ihungup,wentupstairstotheroomIhad

wokenupin,theshowerWaterwasrunningand

hewassingingbeautifullywhiletakinga

shower.Imadethebed,openedthewindows

thensatonthebedandcalledAmahle

Amahle:sisGugu

Me:heyhowareyou?

Her:I'mgood.ImissyouandXolohsomuch

Me:Imissyoutoobut3moreweeksandyou'll



behereforholidays

Her:yeahIcan'twait.CanIspeaktoXoloh?

Me:I'mnotathome,I'matwork

Theshowerstoppedandafewminuteslater,

Loyisoenteredtheroomwithawhitetowel

wrappedaroundhiswaist,hewasstillwhistling.

Hehadwaterdropletsstillrunningdownhis

abs.Ipressedmythighstogether,tryingtohide

howturnedonIwasatthatmoment

Amahle:sisGuguareyoustillthere?

Me:huh?

Her:pleasebuymeairtime,Idon'thavedata

Me:OKI'lldoitlater.Byesweetie.Iloveyou

Her:loveyoutoo

Ihungup,placedmyphoneontheside

pedestal

Me:thatwasmysister



WhyamIexplainingmyselftohim?

Loyiso:MbaliorAmahle

Me:Amahle.Waithowdoyouknowmysisters

Him:Idon't.Youshouldprobablytakeashower

Me:yeah

Him:therearefreshtowelsandanew

toothbrushinthere

Me:thanks

Igotupandheadedtothebathroom.Itooka

longshower,thinkingaboutwhatthehellwasI

doingherewiththisguyandwhyLihle

answeredmyfiancé'sphoneandwhyhasn'the

calledmeback?Aftershowering,Iwrappedmy

bodyinatowelandwentbacktothebedroom.

Loyisowasnowinblackrugbyshortsanda

whitevestthatlookedlikeitwasstuckonhis

body

Him:yinton?



Me:Ineedtogetdressed

Him:youwantmetoleave?

Inoddedshylyandhelaughedsoftlybefore

gettingup

Him:checkinthereformyboxers.Theyare

cleanandIthinktheyaretheonlythingthatI

ownthatwillfityou.YoucanweartheT-shirt

youwerewearingorifyouwantanotherone,t-

shirtsareoverthere

Ifollowedhisfingerswithmyeyesandjust

nodded.Aftermoisturizingmybodywithhis

toiletries,IputonnavyboxersandablackT-

shirt.Luckilyitwasn'toneofthoseboxerswith

justtheslitinfrontandnobutton.Iwasn't

wearingunderwearbecauseIhadwashedit.

DownstairsIfoundhimwatchingsupersports

blitz.Hetookonelookatmeandsmiled

Him:youlookcute

Me:thanks



Isatonthecouchatthefarend,nowhereclose

towherehewasseated

Him:comecloser.Ireallydon'tbite

Isatnexttohimandheloweredthevolumeon

theTVandstaredatme

Him:sohowlonghaveyouandKingbaebeen

together?

Me:4years.Werecentlygotengaged

Hetookmylefthandandstaredatit,givingme

goosebumpsallover

Me:Iuhmdon'thavethering

Him:Isee

Me:whyamIhereLoyiso?

Him:youdon'twanttobehere?

Me:Idobut

Him:why?

Hewaslookingatmylipsthenmyeyesand



backtomylips

Me:huh?

Him:whydoyouwanttobehere?

Me:Idon'tknow

Iwaswhisperingbecausehisstareswhere

affectingme

Him:breathGugu

Islowlyexhaled,Ihadabsentmindedlyheldmy

breath

Him:whydoyouwanttobehere?

HeslowlyranhishandupmylegsandIgasped

loudly

Me:becauseofyou

Him:Iwantyouherebecausetherearethings

I'vebeenthinkingofdoingtoyousincethe

momentIlaideyesonyou

MyeyeshadrolledbackandIwastightly



squeezingmyeyelids

Him:Iwantyoutolookatme

Islowlyopenedmyeyes,hehadhisbottomlip

tuckedbetweenhisteethandgazedatmewith

suchintensity.Hishandwasnowonmyinner

thigh,drawingslowpatternswithhisfinger

Me:I'mengagedLoyiso

Him:andIrespectthat.Iwouldn'tdoanything

toyouthatyouwouldn'twantmetodobutI

wanttoputeverythingontheopen.Ithinkyou

aresexy,verysexy.Yourbodyscreamsforme

totakeyoutobed,I'veimaginedyourlegson

myshoulderswithmydickinsideyouevery

nightsincethedayIaidmyeyesonyou

Igentlybitmybottomlip,hearinghimspeak,

hearingthethingshewantstodotomewas

turningmeon

Him:yourpoutylipsgivemeahardonevery

timeIlookatthem,youmustgivethebest



blowjobsintheworld

Iswallowedhard,thiswastorturetolistenTo.I

knewIwaswetbecausehisboxerswerenow

stickingontomycrotcharea

Him:insimpletermsGugu,Ihavetheutmost

desiretofuckyou.
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GUGULETHU

Iwasgoingthroughthemostatthatmoment,

hehadn'teventouchedmethatmuchbutmy

pussywaspulsating,wantinghimandwetter

thanI'veeverfeltit.Wasthisevennormal?How

doesapersonhavesomuchpowertoturnme

onwithjusttheuseofhiswords?Iwanted



more,theanxietyandcuriosityofwhathecould

dotomeiswhatmademewanthimevenmore

butthenIthoughtofBonga.Ithoughtof

everythinghehasgivenuptobewithme,his

effortsthroughoutourrelationshipandasmuch

ashecomeswithbabymamadrama,Ican'tdo

thistohim

Me:Loyiso

Hisnamesoundedlikeamoanasitescaped

mymouth

Him:justthinkaboutit.Sleeponit.Masturbate

totheideaofmeandyouandgetbacktome

whenyouranswerisyesandnotamoment

sooner

Youseeitswhenhesaysthingslikethat,when

hisconfidenceanddominanceoozesthrough

hisbodythatmybodybetraysme

Me:IthinkI'dliketogohomenow

Him:alright,I'lldriveyouhome



Wewalkedupthestairstogethersincehehad

toputonaT-shirtandIwashopingtochange

intoatleasthissweatpantsbecauseboxersin

themiddleofthedayareanono.Istopped

whenwereachedthetopandIstaredatthe

picture

Me:whoisthis?

Him:myexwife.Themotherofmyfirstchild

andonlydaughter

Me:youhavekids?

Hechuckled,lookedatmethenlaughedagain

Him:I'm40Gugu,ofcourseIhavekids.My

daughterTshepisois11andmyboysare5.

SabeloandSambulo

Me:ohOKsowhathappenedtoyourwife?

Him:sheleftme.Comesoyoucangetoutof

thoseboxers

Ididn'taskanyfurtherquestions.Thedriveto



mycomplexwasquietexceptfortheradio

playingandhishumming.Hehasthemost

beautifulvoiceever

Him:thereyougo

Heparkedinsidethecomplex

Me:thankyouforeverything.I'llreturnyourT-

shirtafterI'vewashedit

Him:keepit.Mygifttoyouandyoushouldn't

drinkthatmuchagain.Iwon'talwaysbearound

toplaysuperman

Iswallowedhard,heisbacktobeinghis

assholeselfandthesweetguyIwaswithnot

solongagoisgone

Me:sure

Ibasicallysprintedtomydoor,lastthingIneed

istheneighborsbeingallupinmyface.Iwasin

justhisT-shirtandIfeltnaked.Xolohrantome

themomentIwalkedin



Xoloh:Luluyouareback

Ipickedherup,kissedhercheekthenwentto

myroomwithher.Iwasmentallyexhausted

andjustneededtobelazytoday.Icouldn'tget

Loyiso'swordsoutofmyhead,hewasjustso

bluntabouteverythinganddidn'thidebehind

lovejusttogetinmypants.Imusthavefallen

asleepbecauseafterawhileIfeltmyphone

vibratingunderthepillow.Ihadevenforgotten

thatIhadcalledBongaandhisbabymama

answered

Me:hey

Bonga:mybeautifulwife

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:howareyou?

Him:I'msomiserableherewithoutyou.Imiss

you

Me:ohitsnotlikeyouarealoneanyway



Hepausedforafewseconds.

Him:IloveyouLethu

Me:Idon'tdoubtthat

Him:Ilovemydaughteraswell

Me:asyoushould

Againtherewasapause

Him:BuhleandLihleareonepackage

Me:that'sbullshitandyouknowit.Buhleis

4yearsold,shedoesn'tneedhermothertobe

withherwhenshevisitsandwhat'sthisthingof

LihleansweringyourphonewhenIcall?

Him:sheisthemotherofmychild

Me:excuseme?AndwhatamI?Don'tmakeme

feellikeasidechickevenwhenI'mnot

Sincewhendoesbeingababymamagiveyou

therighttoanswerhiscalls?Bongabetternot

thinkjustbecauseItookthebullshitlaying



downbackthenthatI'llgobacktobeingthe

naivegirlIwas.

Him:clearlyyouareupsetandhavingthis

conversationoverthephoneisn'tgoingtoget

usanywhere.We'lltalkagainnextweekend

Me:no.Idon'tneedyouhereuntilyoumakethe

necessarymovesthatshowthatyouare

seriousaboutme.YouproposedBonga,told

meyou'llsendaletterandyoudidn't.Don'tthink

youaregoingtoputmelaybye.

Ihungupbeforeheresponded.I'mnotgoingto

beheretakingNonsensefromHimjust

becauseIlovehim

*

*

ABONGIWE

I'msogladItookthekidstomymother



yesterdaybecausetodayIjustwanttostayin

bedthewholeday.Ineedit.Atthebackofmy

mindIstillhadmytalkwithLiyanaoccupying

space.AsmuchasLiyanaismyfriend,Ifeelfor

Shaun.Hehasnoideaaboutthestormthat's

abouttohithim

Li:babyareyouawake?

Me:no

Helaughed,turnedmeovertofacehimthen

kissedmynose

Him:goodmorningbeautiful

Me:hmmm

Heplacedanotherkissonmylips,gently

partingthemwithhistonguebeforekissingme.

Morningbreathandall

Me:morningLimile

Him:youshouldbeproudofyourself.Lastnight

wasagreatsuccess



Me:I'mashittyhost

Him:Iagree

Ihithisstomachwiththebackofmyhandand

heletoutagrunt.Iwillhurthimifhespeaks

nonsensehere

Him:butbabyyouwere.YouleftpoorGuguto

fendforherself

Me:don'tevengothere,Ifeelsobadaboutthat.

I'mgoingtotakeherouttodinnerjusttomake

upforit

Him:didyouknowherandLoyisoknoweach

other?

IgotupfromthebedbecauseIhadtheurgeto

pee

Me:holdthatthought

Igottothebathroom,didmybusiness,washed

myhands,faceandrinsedmymouththenwent

backtobed



Me:uthihowdotheyknoweachother?

Him:theyworktogether

Me:hmmsmallworldhey

Him:yeahbutLoyisowasjustbeingweird

aroundthepoorgirl.Idon'tknowhowtoexplain

itbuthewasbeingweird

Weeventuallygotoutofbedandwenttofeed

ourselves,Ijustwantedafruitsaladand

smoothiesothat'swhatIhadwhilehewentall

outwiththebaconandeggs

Him:wearegoingtothezootoday.Forapicnic

Me:youandwho?

Him:mywifeandI

Me:yhohayikeI'mtootiredforthat

Heturnedaroundfromwherehewasfrying

baconandlookedatme

Me:what?



HayiniIwastiredforreal.I'mgoingtoneedthis

wholeweekendjusttorecoverfromlastnight

Him:thisiswhymengetsidechicks

Me:becausewivesaretootiredtogotopicnics?

Henods

Me:youarecrazy

Him:itwillbefunthoughmyangel.Please

Isighedthenrolledmyeyes.Iagreed,lastthing

Iwantismyhusbandgettingasidechick.I'dkill

themboth.IcalledKwandowhilewehad

brunch

Kwando:heygirl

Me:dinnertonight

Shelaughed

Her:Kuthiniungabuzinempilonje?Hasthe

whiteladyalreadytoldyouthatyouhaveone

minuteremaining?



NowIlaughed.Kwandoissostupid

Me:loluyaphaphayaz.Wecanmeetupat

Pavilion,tellyoursistersinlawaswellandI'll

bringafriend

Her:notLimileIhope

Me:heisnotmyfriend.Heismybestie

Ilookedathimandhewasn'tevenlisteningin

onmyconversation

Her:good.I'llseeyoulater

Ihungup,finishedupmyfoodthentooka

streakofbaconfromLi'splate

Li:thieveryisacrime

Me:what'syoursismine.I'mgoingtoshower

andgetreadyforthispicnic,wanttojoinme?

Him:I'mrightbehindyoumyangel

Afterournaughtyshower,weworematching

outfits.Iwasinawhiteshirtandblackcutoff



shortsandwhitesuperstarswhilehewore

blackdenimshorts,whitevneckT-shirtand

whiteStanSmithsneakers.Thetriptothezoo

wasgreat,honestlyIwasgratefulforthe

blanketbecauseitmeantIcouldnapwhenever

andboydidInap

Li:youaresounromantic

Me:shutup,youtookanaptoo

Him:onlybecauseyousleptfirst

Me:butIappreciatethisHadebe,Ienjoyed

today

HefedmeagrapeandIsmiledwhilechewing

onit.Whenwegothome,Igotreadyforthe

dinner,IhadalreadytextedGuguaboutitand

thatIwasgoingtopickherup.

Li:pleasecomebacksober

Me:nopromises

Him:ImeanitMaDube,Idon'twanttohaveto



gofetchyou

Me:andpunishmewithamazingsex.Imight

justmisbehavejusttogetthesex

HeplacedhishandsonmywaistandIwrapped

myarmsaroundhisneck

Him:youlookbeautiful

Me:thankyouhubbydearest

Ipeckedhislipsandhepulledmecloser,

makingourbodiescrashagainsteachother

Him:whattimewillyoubeback?

Me:late

Him:hayiAbongiwe

Me:babyyourFamilyisintown,I'mmaking

efforttobeagoodhost.Dothesamewiththe

guys.IloveyouandIreallyhavetogonow.I'm

alreadylate.HespankedmyassasIwalked

awayandIjustlaughed
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"Friendsmaketheworldbeautiful"

GUGULETHU

IhadreceivedacallfromAbongiweinvitingme

todinnerwithhersistersinlawandsinceIhad

nothingbettertodo,Ifiguredwhynot?!After

showering,Iworeblackrippedjeggings,aloose

halterneckblacktopandablackleatherjacket

withblackheels.Idon'tknowwhatIwas

grievingbutthereisnowayonewon'tlookand

feelgoodinblack.I'mnotamakeuppersonbut

I'mobsessedwithsmellinggood.Abongiwe

textedtellingsheisoutsidesoIgrabbedmy

bag,kissedmyniecegoodbyeandwalkedout

Abongiwe:Iloveyourbody



Ilaughasweshareahug,shelooksgorgeous

asever

Me:Iloveyourstyle

Her:thanksboo.Justaheadsup,therewillbea

bitofacrowdwherewearegoing

Me:justfemalesthoughright?

ShenodsandIletoutasighofrelief.Idon't

thinkI'mreadytobeinasocialgatheringwith

Loyisoagain.Welistentomusicaswedriveto

Gatewayandwhenwegettotherestaurantthe

othersarealreadythere

Abongiwe:I'mnotlateright?

Kwando:youarelate.Asalways

Abongiwe:I'mamomguys,trytounderstand.

OKletmedotheintrosandwecangetour

nightunderway.

IwasreintroducedtoKwando,Sihle,Sphindiwe,

Simnikiwe,Lunathi,LisaandLumilana.Lunathi



ishersisterandLumilanaisherbrother's

girlfriendandtherestherfromLimile'sside.We

orderedtwobottlesofwineandthe

conversationflowedeasily.Ilikedthiscrowd,

theyarechilledandcrazy

Kwando:guyswecan'tgetdrunk

Abongiwe:rememberwhathappenedthelast

timewegotdrunktogether.Lihadtoflyfrom

Jo'burgtopullusoutofeyadini

Me:Iwanttogotoeyadiniguys

Lunathi:weshouldgohey.Justforanhouror

so

Myphonerang,whenIsawthatitwasBonga

calling,Iexcusedmyselftoanswerthecall

Me:hey

Bonga:I'msorry

Iletoutasigh

Me:forwhat?



Him:foreverythingthatwearefightingabout.

ForLihleansweringmyphoneandforthe

millionotherthingsI'mstillgoingtodowrongin

ourrelationship.IloveyouGugu,I'mnotperfect

butI'mtrying

IsmiledtomyselfasItookineverythinghewas

saying,heisright,heisn'tperfectbutneither

amI

Me:andwhenareyougoinghometomy

mother?

Him:thisweekend,myunclesaretakingthe

lettertoheronSaturdayandshewillhaveto

pickadate

Soittookmeputtingthepressureonhimfor

himtorealizethatIwillnotjusttakehisshit

layingdown

Me:OKthen

Him:Imissyou



Me:Imissyoutoo.I'moutwithAbongiweand

herpeoplesoI'llcallyouwhenI'mbackatthe

flat

Him:OKmywife.Iloveyou

Me:loveyoutoo

WhenIgotbacktothetable,thesepeoplehad

finishedthefirstbottleofwine

Sihle:thattookforever

Me:wasfixingthingswiththefiancé

Kwando:youareengaged?

InoddedasItookasipofmywine

Kwando:doesmybrotherknowthat?

Ifrownedinconfusion,almostchokingonmy

wine

Luna:whichbrother?Youhavelikeahundred

brothers

KwandowasnowstaringatmebutIwaslost



andconfusedbecauseIhadnoideawhatwas

happeninghere

Kwando:GuguknowswhichbrotherI'mtalking

about

Me:whydoyousaythatasifI'mhavingathing

withhimorsomething

Abongiwe:Kwandohalt.What'sgoingon?We

arealllostrightnow

Kwando:SihleyouknowhowwhenLoyiso

wantssomeoneheisstraightforwardaboutit,

allconfidentandmacho

Sihle:yeahbutthat'snothowheiswithGugu

sohedoesn'twanther

Kwando:youarewrong,Iknowmybrother.

WenaGugumybrotherhasfeelingsforyou

ThistimeIactuallychockedonthewineandI

wascoughingallovertheplacebutKwando

wasn'tbotheredbecauseshekeptgoing



Kwando:hewon'ttellyouthoughandevenif

youaskhim,hewilldenyit

Me:youarewrongtoo.Hedoesn'thavefeelings

forme,hejustwantstosleepwithme.His

words

Ihadeventuallycalmeddownfromallthe

coughingIwasdoing.Ireallywantedthis

conversationtobeputtobedbecauseIwas

gettinguncomfortable

Kwando:weshallsee

OurfoodarrivedandLuckilyAbongiweand

LunathishiftedthefocustoMilaandstarted

questioningheraboutLazola

*

*

ABONGIWE

Ourdinnerdateendedupbeingafullnightout



becausewefoundourselveseyadiniand

weirdlyenough,whenwegotthere,theSmith

entouragewasalsopartyingastormandwe

wereforcedtojointhem.IwatchedhowLoyiso

couldn'tkeephiseyesofGuguandhowGugu

wasatadbituncomfortablearoundhim

Me:Ineedtheloo,Gugupleaseaccompanyme

Wemadeourwaytothebathroomandthe

momentwewereoutofsight,sheletoutasigh

Me:andthen

Gugu:IneedtogoAbongiwe

Me:becauseofLoyiso?

Shenodded.TheyhavesuchaweirdvibebutI

knowLoyiso,heisbadnewsandIwouldn't

wantGugutoevenconsiderhimwithout

knowingallthefactsonhim

Me:OKletmepeequicklyandweshalltalk

Iwasn'tdrunkbutIwasn'tsobereither,justnice



andtipsyandthat'showIintendtostayallnight.

Ididmybusiness,flushedthenwentoutto

washmyhands

Me:soareyouintotheguy?

Sheshruggedhershoulders,forapersonthatis

engaged,thatisnotthecorrectanswertogive

Me:haiboGugu

Her:heisdifferentfromwhatI'musedto,heis

powerfulandcontrollingandI'mnotblindso

I'venoticedhowsexyheis

Me:but?

Her:thereisjustsomethingweirdabouthim,its

likehissoulisemptyorsomething.Heisnot

theaffectionatetype

Me:didhetellyouhewasmarried?

Shenodded.IknowifwhatKwandosaidearlier

istrueandItellGuguthis,Loyisowillhateme

butGuguismyfriend,shehasarighttoknow



Me:hiswifedivorcedhimbecausehecheated

onherwithhisexformanyyearsandeventually

gotherpregnant.Loyisoandbeingfaithfuland

committeddon'tgotogether.AsmuchasI

don'tknowBonga,Idoubtheisthekindofguy

you'dwanttoleaveforLoyiso.

Her:soIshouldjustkeepthingsprofessional?

Me:itsforthebest.Iknowheisyummyandall

thatbutheistrouble

Weheadedbacktothetableandthemoment

myhusbandspottedme,hecametome,pulled

meclosethenkissedme

Li:Imissyou

Me:I'mherenow.Whatarewedrinking?

Him:I'mnotdrinkingsinceI'mthedriver

Itturnedouttobeafunnightandwewentour

separatewaysaround2am.Iwasbeyond

exhaustedandjustwantedtosleepbutmy



husbandhadotherplans.Itookaquickshower

thengotinbedinjustmyunderwear.Healso

tookashowerandbythetimehegotinbed,I

wasslowlydriftingofftosleep.Ifelthisarm

aroundmywaist,hishandslowlyrubbingmy

stomachashenibbledonmyear.The

goosebumpswereallovermybodyandmy

heartwasracing.IwastiredbutIwasslowly

gettingturnedon.Hishandmovedtomyboobs,

givingthemagentlesqueezebeforeplaying

withmynipples.Atthispointmybreathinghad

gottenheavierandquicker.Ifelthishardon

againstmyasswhichcausedmetogrindon

himslowly.Hisgroanswerebothaturnonand

motivation.Ashishandloweredtothespace

betweenmylegs,Igentlyopenedthemwider

forhim.Heturnedmeonmyback,tookmy

underwearoffanddivedbetweenmylegs.His

tongueonmypussycausedmetoreleasethe

loudestmoaneverasIgrindedonhisfacewith

myhandonhishead.Iwassoturnedonand



thewayheatemeout,tonguefuckingmy

alreadywetcastleandnibblingonmyclitwas

enoughtosendmeovertheedgeasIcameon

hisface.Hecontinuedlickingupmyjuicesand

pressinghistongueonmyalreadysensitiveclit.

HegiggleasIpulledhimupbyhisears,I

neededhiminsideme

Li:youjustcan'twaitmyangel

Me:hayijustbringit

Ispreadmylegswiderashegotinbetween

them,pressinghisharddickonmyclit

Me:babycomeon

Him:yintonimylove

Heranhisdickupanddownmyopening

causingmetosquirmalloverthebed

Him:staystillAbongiwe

Me:babyIcan't

Iwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaistandpulled



himtome.Heenteredmeslowly,fillingmeup

asIheldhimtighter

Me:fuck

Him:Godyouaresowet

Hemovedslowly,inandoutofmeReaching

placesthatonlyhehaseverreached.

Occasionallykissingmethenheplacedmyleft

legonhisshoulderandpoundedinmehardand

fast.IscreamedhisnameasIdugmynails

deeperintohisback.Myorgasmwasnearing

andmywallswereholdingontohisdicktightly

Him:waitforme

Me:I'mclose

Him:soamI.Justholdon

Ididn'trespondbecauseIknewIwouldn'tbe

ableto.Mytoescurled,mygriptightenedandI

releasedintoanamazingorgasmandhe

explodedwithme.Shootinghisseedsdeep



insideme.
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AttheendofMarch,mysisterscamehomefor

theholidaysandIwasatmyhappiest.Even

thoughmyflatistiny,theyprefercominghere

insteadofgoinghometomymother.Icame

homefromworktofindAmahlewatchingTV

withXolohnexttoher

Me:heyguys

Amahle:heysisGugu

Xoloh:helloLulu

Me:where'sMbali?



Mbali:kitchen

Nanawenthomefortheholidaysaswell

becauseofthespaceinmyflatbeinglimited

andMbaliisheretowatchherownchild.I

changedintoleggingsandatanktopthenput

onsneakers.Iwantedtogojoggingjusttoget

fitandslimformywedding.YepBonga

eventuallytookthelettertomymotherandshe

setJune12forthenegotiations.Wordscan't

evenbegintodescribehowhappyIam,finally

afteralltheseyearsI'llbeBonga'swife

Me:I'llbebackguys

Mbali:youjustgothere

Me:youshouldactuallycomewithme.Lookat

you

Mbali:leavemealone,I'mniceandthick

ShestuckhertongueoutatmeasIexitedthe

door.IjoggedtotheparkwhereIstretchedand

didafewexercises



"Areyousureyouknowwhatyouaredoing?"

Iturnedaroundandlockedeyeswithhim,he

wassmilingwhichIstillconsiderararesight.

Hewasinblackrugbyshortsandavestlooking

allsortsofyummy

Me:yesIdo

Loyiso:doesn'tlooklikeit

Me:areyoufollowingme?

Heburstintolaughtermakingmeseemlikea

foolforeventhinkingthat

Him:whywouldI?Ijogeverydayonthisroute

soifanything,Ishouldbetheoneaskingyou

thatquestion

Me:I'mnot.Iwouldn't

Him:relax.I'mjoking.

Hestaredatmylefthand,Bongafinallygave

mearingandIthinkthat'swhathewaslooking

at



Him:nicering

Therewassomethinginthewayhesaidthat

thatmademethinkhewasn'talltoopleased

aboutit

Me:thanks

Hestoodinfrontofmestaringatmeforawhile

withoutsayinganythinguntilIclearedmythroat

Me:Ishouldgetgoing

Him:yeahbeforeitgetsdark

Ismiledfaintlyathimbuthedidn'treturnthe

gesturewhichagainmademefeelsometype

ofway

Me:bye

HenoddedandIjoggedoff.Icouldstillfeelhis

eyesonmeuntilIwasoutofhissight.Mbali

wasdishingupwhenIgothomesoIjusttooka

showerandjoinedthemwithXolohonmylap

Mbali:Thulacalledmeyesterday



Me:whatdidhewant?

Her:hewasaskingmetobringXoloh

Me:Ihopeyoutoldhimwheretogetoff

ShekeptquietmakingstopwhatIwasdoing

andgivehermyundividedattention

Me:Mbali

Her:heisherfather

Me:wow.3yearslaterhedecidestobeafather

andyouaregoingtolethim?

Her:I'mnotsayingI'mgoingtotakehertohim,

I'mjustsaying

Me:wellI'mnotgoingtotellyouwhatyou

shoulddowithyourchildMbali.Youare18and

anadultsodowhat'sbest.Goodnightguys

IhadlostmyappetitehonestlyandIwas

avoidingsayingsomethingI'llendupregretting.

IputXolohonthecouchthentookmyplateto

thekitchen.IhatehownaiveMbaliisespecially



afterhavingfirsthandexperiencewithhow

childishandirresponsibletheKhumalobrothers

are.Igotinbed,sentBongaagoodnighttext

thenslept.ThenextdayIwasupearlysinceI

hadalotofworkwaitingformeattheoffice.I

tookashower,putonamonochromedressthat

camejustabovetheknee,blackstilettoesand

tiedmyhairintoaneatbun.AsIfoldedmy

pyjamasandthrewtheminthelaundrybin,I

noticedLoyiso'sT-shirt.Ihaven'tbuiltupthe

strengthtowashit.Thescentonitisamazing.I

requestedanuberandwaitedwhilehavingmy

breakfastwhichwascereal.BythetimeIgotto

theoffice,itwasanhourearlierthanusualso

I'dassumeitwouldbeemptybutwhenIsaw

thenavyBentleyintheparkingspaceIreleased

asigh.Ididn'twanthimtoseemebutfinding

himatreceptionthrewthatideastraightoutthe

window

Me:morning



Loyiso:youareearly

Me:Ihavealotofwork

Him:wellyoubettergettoit

Me:yessir

IhurriedtomyofficeandonlythendidIgeta

chanceTobreathe.Ihatethewayhejusttakes

awayalltheoxygenwhenheisinmypresence,

itsbothannoyingandscary.

AweekbeforetheLobolanegotiations,I

neededtotakeleaveandHRcouldn'tapproveit

withoutLoyiso'ssignatureandhewasonsick

leave

Me:sowhatmustIdo?

Sena:gotohishousemngani.That'swhatthe

guyatlegaldid

Isighedheavily,thisissuchadrag.Thedriver

tookmetohishouseandalreadyIwasn'tOK

withthis,thiscompanyshouldreallyconsider



changingitspolicy.Ipressedtheintercomand

thegateopened.BythetimeIgottothedoor,

hewasalreadywaitingforme,dressedasifit

wassnowingoutsidethattimeitwasn'teven

thatcold

Me:hey

Loyiso:hey.Unjani?

Me:I'mwellandyourself?

Him:theflualmostkilledmebutI'mfinenow

Iwantedtolaughathowthemightypowerful

LoyisoSmithwasalmostdefeatedby

somethingasminorasflu.Heledmetothe

lounge

Me:IneedtwoweeksofleaveandHRneeds

youtosignthis

Him:twoweeksisalot,mayIaskthereason

fortheleave?

Me:Ihavetogohomeandprepareforthe



lobolanegotiationsandstayanotherweekto

discussthingswithfamilywithregardstothe

ceremoniesthataretofollow

Him:Isee

Againhehadthatemotionlessexpressionhe

hadthetimehesawmyring.Igavehimthe

papers,hesignedthemandgavethemtome

Him:thereyougo

Me:thanks

Him:sohaveyouthoughtaboutmyrequest?

Me:I'mgettingmarriedLoyiso

Hemovedclosertome,gentlyrunninghis

thumbovermybottomlipwhilebitingonhis

own

Him:soyouarenotevenatadbitcuriousasto

whatIcoulddotoyou?HowIcouldmakeyou

feelandthesoundsIcouldgetyoutomake

Ipressedmythighstightlytogetherand



swallowedthelumponmythroatwhileIlooked

everywhereexceptathim.Heplacedhishand

onmythighandIgasped

Him:Icouldmakeyoufeelthingsthatareso

foreigntoyourbodyifonlyyougavemea

chance

Whycouldn'tIspeak?Whycouldn'tIpushhim

awayandleave?WhywasIsuddenlyso

powerless?Hebroughthisfaceclosertomine,

brushedhislipsagainstmineandmylipsgently

parted.Iwantedhimtokissmebuthedidn't

Him:ItoldyouthelasttimethatIwon'tdo

anythingtoyouthatyoudon'twantmetodo.

Doyouwantmetostop?

Ishookmyhead,myheartwasbeatinghard

againstmychestandIcouldfeelmypanties

gettingsoaked

Him:useyourwordsGugu

Me:no



Iwhispered

Him:whatdoyouwantmetodo?

Me:carryon

Him:anddowhat?

IwantedtocovermyeyesbecausesuddenlyI

wasamilliontimesshierthanusual

Me:kissmeplease

Hesmiledwithasmirk

Him:Ithoughtyou'dneverask

Hishandwenttothebackofmyneckand

pulledmetohimashesmashedhislipson

mine,histongueexploredmymouthwhileI

suckedonit.Thewayhekissedmewassexy,

seductiveandoozedwithsomuchpassion.

Whenhepulledoutofthekiss,heleftme

hungryforsomuchmore.Heremovedthe

hoodiehewaswearingtorevealashortsleeved

T-shirt



Him:isthereanythingelseyoustillneedmeto

doforyouortoyou?I'mgivingyouallthe

power,todayyouaretheboss

Me:kissmybody

Him:withthatverysexydresson?

Me:youcantakeitoff

Him:Ithinkitwillbealotsexierifyoutakeitoff

formewhileIwatchyou

Ihadsomanychancetostopthisfrom

happening,somanymomentstoremember

wheremyheartliesandwhereI'mgoingto

placemycommitmentbutthismomentright

herewasruledbycuriosity,lustandmywet

vagina.Igotupfromthecouchandstoodin

frontofhimandslowlyzippedopenmydress.

Thezipwasinthefront,fromthebustarea,all

thewaytomyknees.Iletthedressslowlydrop

tothefloorandremainedinjustmyblacklace

thongandredstilettoes.Idon'twearabra



becausemyboobsdon'tneedone.Iwatchedas

thefirefilledhiseyesandhebitonhisbottom

lipwhiletakinginthesightofme

Him:fuck

Hegotup,grabbedmyassthenliftedmeup

andmylegswrappedaroundhiswaist.
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"Youcan'tpredictlife"

GUGULETHU

TheextraweekIstayedathomedidn'tturnout

thewayIhadhopeditwould.Ithoughtmy

husbandtobewouldalsobeonleavebuthe

hadtogobacktowork.Somethingaboutabig

projectthattheyareworkingon.



Mom:Guguareyousureaboutthisguy?

Wewerechillinginthelounge,justmeandher

becauseMbaliwasatThula'shouseand

Amahlewasatafriend's

Me:mompleasedon'truinthisforme

Her:Idon'ttrusthim.Thereissomethingabout

himthatshowshedoesn'thavegoodintentions

Me:mxmandwhatdoyouknowaboutgood

intentionswhenallyoudoisdrinkandspeak

nonsense

IwasannoyedsoIgotupandwenttomyroom.

Mymomhasneverwishedgoodthingsforme

oranyofmysistersbutsuddenlyshecanspot

someonethatdoesn'thavegoodintentions.

Mxmshemustjustleavemealone.Thenext

dayIdecidedtoleavehome,itwasstill

WednesdaybutI'dratherbewithmymanthan

bewithmymother.IcalledtotellhimI'm

comingtoJo'burgandhewasjustasexcited.



WhenIgotoffattheairport,Sbuwasthereto

pickmeup.Ihaven'tseenhiminagesso

imaginetheexcitementwhenwesaweach

other

Sbu:Ilovetheglow.YoulookbeautifulGugu

Me:I'mhappymyfriend.Lookatyou

Him:don'tevenlietome.I'mstillthesameold

Sbu

Me:exceptyouwearasuitnow.Whereismy

man?

Him:atwork.I'mgoingtodropyouoffathis

houseandheadout

WedrovetoBonga'shousewhilecatchingup

onoldtimes.HetoldmeaboutNkulestillbeing

hellbentongettingmebackandthathethinks

Bongaismanipulatingme.Ijustrolledmyeyes

becauseIhadnothingtosayaboutthat

Sbu:howlongareyoustaying?



Me:untilSaturday

Him:ohgreat,wecanhaveabraaionFriday

night

Me:definitely.Thanksforpickingmeup

Him:sho

Igotinthehouse,changedintocomfortable

clothesthendefrostedpork,marinateditthen

cleanedaroundtheloungesinceitwasabit

messy.IplayedmusicwhileIcookedandmy

manwalkedinjustasIwasfinishingup

Bonga:smellslikeheaveninhere

Me:youshouldhurryupandmarrymeandyou

cancomehometothiseveryday

Heplacedhisbagonthefloor,wrappedhis

armsaroundmeandgavemeatighthugthen

kissedmyforehead.I'vemissedhimsomuch

eventhoughIlastsawhimonSundaybeforehe

left



Him:I'mgoingtotakeaquickshowerthenwe

canspendtimetogether

Me:OKlove

Igotcomfortableonthecouchashisphone

rangfromhisbag.WhenIsawthecallerID,I

quicklyanswered

Me:hello

Lihle:whoareyouandwhyareyouanswering

myman'sphone?

Me:yourwhat?Youarecrazyyaz

Her:ohitsyou.WhereisBonga?

Me:whatdoyouwantLihle?

Her:haibosisiIdidn'tcallyourphone,sodon't

askmenonsense.AnywaytellBongathathis

childisalmostoutofdiapers

Me:diapers?Buhledoesn't...Hello?

Icheckedthephoneandthelinewasdead.



Whatdidshemeanthathischildwasoutof

diapers?Buhleis4yearsoldanddoesn'twear

diapers.IdecidedtogothroughhisWhatsApp

andsawtheirconversation.Ithinkmyheart

stoppedbeatingwhenIsawthepicturesLihle

hadsenthim.Shehasasmallchildwholooks

exactlylikeBuhle.MyhandswereshakingasI

readmoreofhowshewastellinghimthatifhe

goesthroughwiththenegotiations,hewill

neverseehiskidsagain.Thatsheistiredof

himtreatingherliketrashwhensheistheonly

onethathasgivenhimchildren.

Bonga:babeisthatmyphone?

Me:yeah.LihlesaidImusttellyouthatyour

childisalmostoutofdiapers

Hetookapause,Iliftedmyheadandstaredat

himwithtearsrollingdownmycheeks

Him:Icanexplain

Me:yougotherpregnantBonga?Again?



Him:letmeexplainLethu

Me:don'tcallmethat.Howcouldyoudothisto

me?I'myourfiancéBonga

Him:itsnotlikeIcheated.ItsLihle,shealready

hasmychild

Islappedhimacrosshisfaceandstormedinto

themainbedroomandlockedthedoor.MaybeI

deservethis.MaybethisisGod'swayof

punishingmeForsleepingwithLoyiso.That's

theonlylogicalexplanationbecauseIdon't

deservethis.Hebangedonthedoorforhours

beforegivingup.Iwasonthebedwithmyhead

onthepillowcryingmyeyesout.Ithurtsobad,I

feltlikeIhadjustbeenafoolallalong.Allthese

yearsI'vebeenthinkingthattheyweredone

kantiIwasjustthefool.Icouldn'tevensleep,I

stayedupuntilsunrisethentookashowerand

packedmybags.IfoundBongaonthecouch,I

couldn'tevenstandthesightofhim



Bonga:babycanwepleasetalk

Me:I'mleaving

Him:whereareyougoing?LookIgetthatIwas

wrong,Ishouldhavetoldyouaboutthebaby

monthsago.Ijustdidn'tfindtherighttime

Irequestedanuberandwaited,hewenton

tryingtoexplainhimselfbutIreallywasn't

interested.Thedisrespectisn'tevenfromthat

hegotherpregnant,itsthefactthathedoesn't

seeanythingwrongwithgettingherpregnantor

evensleepingwithher.Whenmyuberarrived,I

lefthimandwentstraighttotheairport,the

nextavailableflightwasin5hourssoIsat

therebusyonmyphonetryingtopasstime.My

phonerangandasmuchasIwasn'tinthe

moodforanyone,Icouldneverignore

Abongiwe'scalls

Me:hey

Abongiwe:heyMbalitellsmeyoulefthome



Me:yeah.I'mactuallycomingbacktoDurban

today.I'mjustwaitingformyflightwhichisin

5hrs

Her:babeareyouOK?

JustthenIbrokedown,rightinthemiddleof

theairportcafeteria.I'vetriedtobestrongall

morningandI'vefailed

Her:OKI'mcomingtogetyou.I'lltaketheLwa

squaredjetandcomegetyou

Ididn'trespond,Ijusthungupandcomposed

myself.Withinanhourshewasinfrontofme

witharmswideopen

Me:hecheatedwithher

Her:ohmnganiaskies

Sheledmetothejet,Ihadneverbeenona

privatejetbeforesothiswasexcitingbutIwish

ithadcomeonadifferentday.Icriedallthe

waytoDurbanandasmuchasshedidn'twant



toleaveme,Iforcedtheissue.Icriedeveryday

for3weeks,Ididn'tgotoworkandhonestlyI

didn'tcarewhetherIgotfiredornot.Within

those3weeks,Bongaandhisfamilywere

callingmeallthetimeuntilIdecidedtoswitch

myphoneoff.Ihatedhim,Ihatedhimwith

everythingthatIam.Irememberthedatewas

July29,6weekssinceIbrokeupwithBonga.It

wasUsithandile's7thbirthdayandXolohwas

invited.Weleftthehouseinanuberto

Abongiwe'shouse,itsthefirsttimeI'vebeen

outsidesincethebreakup,I'vegonefromasize

34toasize28.Thedarkmarksaroundmyeyes

aresodark,notevenmakeupcancoverthem.

Nikiwewasatthedoortowelcomeusthenled

metowherethemomswerechilling.Abongiwe

gavemeatighthugbeforeIsatdown

Abongiwe:I'mgladyoumadeit

Me:Ineededtogetoutthehouse

Kwando:wine?



Me:juiceplease.WowUsithandilehasalotof

friends

Liyana:thisisjustfamily

Me:wowsomanykids

Theguyswerebusybraaingwhilethekidswere

beingentertainedwithgamesandclowns.Iwas

tryingmybesttonotbeapartypooperbutI

reallywasn'tfeelingthisparty

Kwando:mybrotheriscomingover

Liyana:whichone?

Kwando:Loyiso

Ireallydidn'tcareabouthim.Hewasthelast

thingIwantedtothinkabout

Loyiso:molweni

Everyonerespondedexceptforme.Iwastoo

focusedonthegameIwasplayingonmy

phone



Loyiso:moloGugu

Me:hi

Him:canwetalkforasecond?

Me:nahI'mgood

Him:itwilljustbeasecond.Ipromise

HeheldouthishandtomeandIsighedbefore

gettingupandfollowinghimtothegate

Him:hey

Me:hi

Him:uright?

Me:I'mfine

Hepaused

Him:youdon'tlookfine.Youhaven'tbeento

workinoveramonth,youarenottakingmy

callsandyouneverleaveyourapartment

Me:IfIdidn'tknowanybetterI'dthinkyoucare



Hefrowned,IknowhejustwantstomakesureI

showupforthesexweagreedon

Him:what'sthatsupposedtomean?

Me:likeyousaid,youjustwanttofuckme

Him:sojustbecauseIhavenointentionof

beingromanticallyinvolvedwithyou,I'm

suddenlyincapableofcaringaboutyou?Wow
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Idon'tknowwhatLoyisoexpectedmetosay

butIknowthekindofguyheis,hehasmade

surethatIknowandAbongiwehaswarnedme



abouthimcountlesstimes

Me:sonowyoucare?

Loyiso:subamuncuAbongiwe.Stupidityisn't

attractive

Me:incaseyoumissedit,I'mnottryingtobe

attractive.Arewedonehere?

Him:mxm

Hewalkedoutthegate,Iwatchedhimashegot

inhiscaranddroveoff.MxmasifIcarewhat

hethinksisattractiveornot.Iwentbacktothe

ladiesIwaschillingwithandwatchedthem

indulgeinwine.LaterthatdayXolohandIhad

tosayourgoodbyesandLimile'sdrivertookus

home.XolohwasasleepalreadysoIhadto

carryherupthestairstoourflat.Mypoorniece

hadjustattendedherfirstbirthdaypartyand

shewasexhausted,Iontheotherhandamjust

emotionallydrained.ThenextdayIwaswoken

upbymyringingphone,itwasBonga'smother.



Iletoutasighbeforeanswering.Shebetternot

comeatmewithnonsenseandbullshitthis

earlyintheday

Me:hello

B'smom:goodmorningmakoti

Irolledmyeyes,Ihadtostopmyselffrom

chucklingsarcastically

Me:unjanima?

Her:I'mnotwell.Bongatellsmethatyoucalled

offtheengagement

Me:thatiscorrect

Her:butwhy?

Me:askyourson.Heistheonewhotoldyou

afterall

Iknowthatcameacrossasrudebutwhydid

shegetonlyhalftheinformationfromherson?

Wheredidshethinkshewasgoingtogetthe

rest?



Her:Gugumychildyouhavetounderstandthat

BongaandLihlehaveachildtogether.They

spendalotoftimetogetherbecauseofBuhle

sowhathappenedwasboundtohappen

Me:OKma.Haveaniceday

Ihungup.Nxawhatthehelliswrongwiththis

woman?Itwasboundtohappen?Whatrubbish

isthat?Idecidedtogetoutofbed,tooka

showerthenworegreyleggings,alongsleeved

denimshirtthatcametomyassandwhiteboot

allstars.Itiedmyhairintoaponytailthen

gatheredmyworkthings.It'saSundayandI

plantospendthewholedaycatchingupwith

work,that'sifIstillevenhaveajobhey.Itooka

bananaandanappleandwentouttomycab.

WhenIgottotheoffice,Igreetedthesecurity

guard,IwasjustgladtherewasnoBentleyin

theparkinglot.Mydeskhadsomanyfilesonit,

mostlyconsistingofbriefsfromclients.I

playedEdSheeranasIgotstartedonmywork.



Around3pmIwashungrysoIorderedpizzafor

delivery.Youknowthatfeelingyougetthat

someoneiswatchingyou?SuddenlyIgotthat

feeling,atfirstIignoreditbecauseIknewIwas

alonebutitpersistedandIraisedmyhead.The

momentIsawhim,Irolledmyeyesand

continuedworking

Loyiso:whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:working

Him:itsaSunday.Shouldn'tyoubeathome?

Justthentwocutelittleboysranintomyoffice,

theylookedlikehimandQhaweandI'veseen

theirpicturesonhiswallinhishouse

Me:I'mcatchingup

Boy1:dadwhenareweleaving?

Loyiso:assoonasI'mdonehere.Gobackto

whereIleftyou,I'llbetherenow

Boy2:yourofficeisboringdad



Loyiso:SambuloI'mnotgoingtorepeatmyself

Thetwoboysfollowedeachotheroutthedoor

asheapproachedmeandsatonmydesk,

watchingovermywork

Loyiso:Istillhaven'tforgivenyou

IputdownthepencilIwasholdingandlooked

athim,Icouldonlykeepeyecontactforalittle

whilebeforelookingaway

Me:forwhat?

Him:forgivingmethebestsexI'vehadinages

andthendisappearing.Ifeltsoused

Hesaidthelastpartwithabitofalaughinhis

voiceandfinisheditoffwithasmile.

Me:I'msuremanygirlshavefeltlikethat

becauseofyou

Helaughedthengotup,hestoodinfrontofmy

deskwithhishandsinhispockets

Him:pointtaken.LookIdocareaboutyouandI



wasworriedwhenyoudidn'tshowupforwork

allthoseweeks.Seeingyoubackheretoday

meansyouarebacktoyourselfright?

Inodded

Him:good.I'msorryforwhateveryouwent

through

Me:thanks.SoI'mnotfired?

Him:nahbutyouwillhavetosignawarning

tomorrow.Formalities

Inodded.Ishouldhaveexpectedthatthough,I

can'tjustdisappearfromworkforweeksand

thinkI'llgetoffwithoutanythingtroublewhenI

return

Him:I'llseeyoutomorrowthen.Don'tworktoo

hard

Me:aboutourarrangement

Him:consideritnonexistentfromtoday

Me:oh



*

*

LOYISO

I'vehadsexwithalotofwomeninmylife

withouthavingtoworryaboutcatchingfeelings

orevenhavingtochasethem.LookingthewayI

do,womenhavealwaysthrownthemselvesat

me,theexceptionbeingthetwomothersofmy

childrenandnowthisgirl.Sneismyage,

TshegoisayearolderthanIamwhichmakes

senseastowhytheywereachallengebutGugu

frustratesme.Sheisakid,I'm12yearsolder

thanher,sheshouldbeputtyinmyhandsbut

shejustwon'tgivein.AfterwehadsexI

couldn'tgetheroutofmymindandasmuchas

Ihatetoadmitthis,IknowI'vecaughtfeelings

forher.Thereisjustsomethingabouther,

probablyherinnocenceorhowsheisjustso



shyaroundmebutwhateveritis,Ineedtoputa

stoptoitbeforeIfindmyselfintrouble.After

myboysandIlefttheoffice,IdrovetoLimile's

house.IlovemykidsbutI'mnotgoodwithkids

soI'drathertakethemwheretherearemore

kidsforthemtoplaywith

Abongiwe:Loyisohey

Wesharedahug.SometimesIwonderhowI

nevergotasluckyasLimileandQhawedid

whenitcomestorelationships.Iknowmy

divorcewas100%myfaultbutIlovedTshego.I

foundmybrothersandcousinattheback.We

exchangedgreetings,Igrabbedabottleof

whiskeyandpouredmyselfaglass

Qhawe:wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:hadtocheckafewthingsattheoffice

Li:onaSunday?

Shaun:withthekids?



Me:fuckoff

Theybrokeintolaughter.AsmuchasIwaswith

themphysically,mymindkeptdriftingofftothe

beautifulladyIleftattheoffice.Althoughher

beautyhadtakenanosediveoverthepast

coupleofweeks,shewasstillbeautiful

Kwandile:areyouevenlisteningtothese

clowns?

Me:hmmm

Qhawe:thisoneisbusydaydreaming.I'm

sayingIsawyourexafewweeksago

Me:OKso?

Qhawe:sheisdating

Me:OKso?We'vebeendivorcedfor5years

Qhawe,itwasboundtohappen

Theyalllookedateachotherthenatme.Yesat

somepointIconsideredTshegotheloveofmy

life,weweretogetherforalongtimeandI



marriedherbutrightnowIdon'tcarewhatshe

doeswithherlifeaslongasIstillgettoseemy

daughter

Me:what?

Shaun:youareoverher

Me:yousaythatasifitsabadthing.Anyway

whenareyoufoolsleaving?

Qhawe:SihleandIareleavingtonight

Kwandi:wearealsoleavingtonight

Me:Qhawebruhcanwetalkforasec

Hefollowedmetoadistanceawayfromthe

guys.IfthereisonepersonIcantalktoabout

anything,itsmyphotocopy

Qhawe:OKwhoisshe?

Isighed

Him:dawgthelasttimeIsawyoulikethiswas

whenwewere16andyouhadstarteddating



Sne.NotevenTshegogotyoulikethis

Me:itsGugu

Him:GuguasinichomikaAbongiwe

Inodded

Him:ngumntanamosloya

Me:IknowbuteishmfethuIcan'tevenputit

intowords.Shehasthisweirdeffectonme,she

getsmesmilingevenwhenIdon'twanttosmile,

sheishellasexyandbeautiful.Sheissmarttoo,

supersmart.Icouldgoonthewholedayabout

her

Him:sowhat'stheproblem?

Me:IhaveapastQhawe,averydirtyonewhen

itcomestowomen.Whatifsherejectsme?

Whatifshecan'tseepastthat?AtfirstI

thoughtmaybeI'mgoingcrazyoverher

becauseIhaven'tbeenlaidinawhilesoIhad

sexwithheranditwasasifmyfeelingsgot



moreintense

AsmuchasIknewthatherfiancewasfucking

around,Iwasn'tgoingtotellher,shewouldn't

havebelievedmeanywayandbesidesIwould

havecomeacrossasastalker.AssoonasI

foundoutshewasengaged,IgotaPItocheck

outthefiancé

Him:sowhat'syourplan?

Me:Idon'tknowbruh.Iworkwiththiswoman

fondinandasitisIcan'tstayawayfromher
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LoyisoandIgotreallyclose,suddenlyhewas

extremelynicetome.Notinaflirtatious"Iwant

tofuckyouagain"kindofwaybutgenuinely

nice.Wewerebuildingafriendshipthathadhalf

ourstaffgossipingaboutmeandtheotherhalf

givingmethestinkyeye.WhenIgotmylicense,

hetookmeandXolohoutformilkshakesand

we'vereallybeengettingtoknoweachother.

ForawhileIthoughtwestillhadsexual

chemistryandIwantedtoexplorethatbutit

seemslikeI'vebeenfriendzoned

Loyiso:Ineedafavor

Wewerehavinglunchinmyoffice,nothing

fancyjustsandwichesIhadmade

Me:I'mlistening

Him:mynephewhasbeenacceptedatthe

sharksacademyandmyparentsarehavinga

partyforhim

Me:OK



Him:pleasebemyplusone

Myeyeswidened,hecouldliterallygowithany

girltothisandI'msureitwillbeafamilything

thatdoesn'tneedthepresenceofoutsiders.He

laughed,probablyathowIlooklikeI'maboutto

shitmypants

Him:IwishIcouldsayitsgoingtobe

somethingsmallbutI'dbelying.Myfamilyis

huge

Me:youarenothelping

Him:Iam.I'mpreparingyou

Me:Ihaven'tsaidyes

Him:areyougoingtosayno?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Igotevenmore

freakedoutwhenhetoldmewherethiswillbe

andthesizeofhisfamily

Him:youalreadyknowhalfofmyfamily

Me:Istillcan'ttellyouandyourtwinapart



Heplacedhishandonhischestinthemost

dramaticwayeverandIjustlaughed

Me:stopbeingdramatic

Him:I'moffended.I'mmorehandsomethan

Qhaweis

WegottoPEontheThursdaywithhisnephew's

partyonlyhappeningontheSaturday.Fromthe

airportwewenttoSpurforaquicklunch

Him:Ihopeyouarestillbreathing

Me:thisplaceisbeautiful

Him:youhaven'tseenhalfofit.Igrewuphere

sotrustmewhenItellyouthatithasalotto

offer

Me:I'mnervous

Him:don'tbe.Myfamilyiscrazybutamazing

Me:yourparents?

Him:ifyouweremygirlfriendI'dsayyouhavea



lottoworryaboutbutwearefriendssothey'll

benice

SeewhatImean,I'vebeenfriendzoned.When

wegottohisparents'house,Iwastaken.The

houseishuge,seriouslyhugeandthecarsthat

wereparkedoutsideindicatedthatI'minover

myheadhere.Theannoyingthingabouthis

familyisthattheyareallinsanelygorgeous,the

guys,thewomenandthekids.Sofreaken

gorgeous

Him:ready?

Inodded.Weapproachedthedoorinsilence

andthemomentwewalkedin,itwasasifwe

hadwalkedintoaminihotellobby

"UncleLoyisoishere"

Loyiso:that'sLovuyo,heistherugbystarItold

youabout

Me:whosekidishe?



Loyiso:Yandisa.Myparentsareprobablyinthe

lounge.Come

Ifollowedhim,myeyeswerejustallover,

admiringeverythingaroundme.Ihonestlyfelt

likeIdidn'tqualifytobehere,likeIhadtobea

certainlevelofrichorbeautiful

Loyiso:heymama.Heydad

Hehuggedhismom,kissedhercheekthen

shookhandswithhisdad

L'smom:Ithoughtyou'dbethelasttoarrive

andwhoisthisladynexttoyou

Ismiledbriefly

Loyiso:Guguthisismymother,LwandileSmith

andthisismydadSosoSmith.Momdadthisis

Gugu,agoodfriendofmine

Hisparentsbothlookedateachotherthenhis

dadraisedhiseyebrows

L'sdad:friendyousay?Wellitsnicetomeet



youGugu

Me:itsnicetomeetyouguystoo

Loyiso:great.I'mgoingtogetGugusettledin,

takeanapandI'llwakeupwheneveryonegets

here

L'smom:areyounothungry?

Loyiso:weatebeforecominghere

Igotsettledintheroomoppositehisthenhe

threwhimselfonthebed

Me:youhaveyourownroom

Him:I'mtoolazytogothere.IpromiseIwon't

misbehave.Ijustwanttonap

IdecidedtolethimbebecauseIwasalsotired

andinneedoftherest.IthinkIfellasleep

beforehimbecausehewasstilltellingme

aboutallhisniecesandnephews

*



*

LOYISO

IsmiledtomyselfasIwatchedhersleep.As

muchasIwasexhausted,watchinghersleep

insteadofSleepingmyselfseemedworthwhile

butthedrowsinesssoonconqueredme

becauseIwasoutlikealightafewminutes

later.I'vecomeacrosssomanymoments

whereIthoughtwereperfectformetotellher

butsomehowIendupchickeningout.Iwantit

tobeperfect,forhernottoquestionitordoubt

thewayIfeel.AphonecallfromTshegowoke

meupsoIdecidedtotakethecallonthe

balconyjustsoIwouldn'twakeGuguup

Me:hey

Tshego:heyhowareyou?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?



Her:I'mgood.TshepiwantstocometoLuvo's

partysoistherenowayyoucanfetchher?

Me:no.I'malreadyathomeandlastIchecked

Qhaweisalreadyonhiswaythisside

Shesighed.Imissmydaughter,Ihaven'tseen

herinmonthssothiswouldhavebeenagreat

timetoseeher

Her:uhmOKI'llmakeaplan.I'llprobablyhave

tobringhermyself

Me:youshallletmeknowwhatyoudecide

WehungupandIwentbacktowatchingGugu

sleep.Shehadaweaveonandthestrandskept

fallingonherfaceandIkeptremovingthem

Me:damnyouarebeautiful

Igentlyranmyfingeronhercheek,carefulnot

towakeher

Me:howdoyoudoit?Howdoyoumakemeso

nervouswhenI'maroundyou?Whycan'tIjust



behonestwithyouandtellyouhowmadlyin

loveIamwithyou?Iadmitatfirstitwasabout

thesexbutIdon'tevencareaboutthesex

anymore.IwishIcouldtellyouthatyouarethe

firstthingIthinkaboutwhenIwakeupinthe

morning,thatseeingyoursmilewhenIwalk

intotheofficealreadymakesmyday,thatI

can'twaitforyoutomeetmykidsbecauseI

wanttobuildafuturewithyou.Ireallywishyou

couldreadmymindandlookintomyheart,that

wayyou'dseeeverythingIcan'ttellyou

Shelaidstill,breathingsoftlywithherlips

slightlyparted.Igentlygotupfromthebed

whenIheardnoisecomingfromdownstairs,my

siblingshaveprobablyarrived.

Gugu:pleasedon'tgo

Myheartstoppedforasecondbecauseapart

ofmeknewshehadheardeverythingIthoughtI

wassayingtoasleepingperson



Me:Ihaveto

Her:please

Iwalkedbacktowardsthebed,sheadjusted

herselftositupwithherbackagainstthe

headboard.Isatnexttoherandsilencefilled

theroom

*

*
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Iheardeverywordhespoke,Ishouldhave

indicatedthatI'mawakebutthemorehespoke,

themoreIwantedtohearandnowweare

sittinginanawkwardsilence.Itsbeenalmost3

monthssinceBongaandIbrokeup,I'mstill

healingandI'mnotstrongenoughtolove

someoneelse,notrightnowthatis

Loyiso:didIwakeyou?



Ishookmyhead.

Me:Iwasawakebeforeyou...youknow

Him:soyouheardme?

Inoddedanditwasbacktosilenceforalittle

while

Me:Ineedtime

Him:understandablebutthereismore.Ineed

youtoknoweverythingbeforeyoueven

considergettinginarelationshipwithme

Wasn'tthisthesameguythatsaidhedoesn't

wanttogetromanticallyinvolvedwithmeafew

monthsagoandnowheisbearinghissoulto

mewhilehethinksIamasleep.Howthings

change

Him:I'mturning40onthe27thofthismonth

Me:OK

Him:thatshouldtellyouthatIdon'thavetime

toplaygamesanymore,Iplayedenoughgames



duringmytwentiesandearlythirties.NowI

wanttosettledown.BysettlingdownIdon't

meanIwanttomarryyoutomorrowbutImean

Iwanttofocusandinvestinonewomanand

thatwomanisyou.YoualreadyknowthatIwas

marriedandthatmywifeleftme

Me:yes

Him:Icheatedonher,numeroustimeswiththe

samewomanandthat'showSabeloand

Sambulocamealong.I'mtellingyouthis

becauseIknowitwillcomeupifithasn't

already.Ididn'tcheatonTshegobecauseI

didn'tloveherbutitwasbecauseIhadn't

healedfrommybreakupwithmyexsoIwant

youtotakeallthetimeyouneedinhealing

becauseIwouldn'twanttobeonthereceiving

endofwhatIputmyexwifethrough

Iclearedmythroat.I'veneverseenhimso

vulnerable,soshakenandnervous.TheLoyisoI

knowisthepowerful,cockyandsexybastard



theyallLovetohate

Me:sowhereisshe?Themotherofyoursons?

Him:inthestates

Me:andifshecomesback?Wherewillthat

leaveus?

Him:whereverwewerethedaybeforeshe

showsup.GuguIloveyou,morethanI'veever

lovedinmylifeandIknowyouwon'tbelieveme

rightnowbutIswearonallthatIam,itsthe

truth.Myheartbeatsforyou
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Me:youarestaring



Loyiso:youarebeautiful.Ican'thelpit

Me:stopbeingcheesyandlet'sgoseeyour

siblings

Him:youaresoeagertomeetyourinlaws

Ihithischestthengotoffthebed,hiswords

weretheonlythingplayingonmymindbutat

thesametimeIdidn'twanttofocusonthem

untilI'mreadytodateagain.Whenwegot

downstairs,histwinhadjustarrivedwithhis

kidsandhiswife

Qhawe:Gugu?

Loyiso:myplusone.Getoverit

Sihle:plusone?Yourdramathoughhubby

Iwatchedhowhehuggedhisbrother'swifewith

somuchlove.IswearQhaweandLoyisoare

thesameperson,Iseriouslycan'ttellthem

apartwhentheyaretogether.IhuggedQhawe

andSihlebeforeLoyisousheredmeintothe



backyard

Him:TshegoisonherwayherewithTshepi

Me:Tshego?

Him:myexwife.Don'tworry,sheisn'tthe

dramacausingtype.Ijustwanttogiveyoua

headsupbecausemyfamilyloveher

Ifeltaslightsharppaininmychest,Iwas

jealous.Whatifhismotherneverlikesmeand

alwayscomparesmetotheexwifewhois

apparentlyperfectfromwhatI'veheard

Me:OK

Him:butIloveyou.Don'tletthatatanymoment

slipyourmind

Me:OK

Hewentbackintothehouseleavingmeoutside

withthekids.IwasalittlerelaxedwhenI

spottedLisa,sheistheonlyoneinthisfamily

I'vehadagoodvibewith.Laterthatevening,



TshegoarrivedandthemomentIsawher,I

recognizedherfromthehugeportraiton

Loyiso'swallathishouse.Everyonefussedover

herandherdaughterwhileIjustchilledinthe

loungewithSabelowhowasaskingalotof

questionsandansweringthemhimself

L'smom:makotiletmeintroduceyouto

Loyiso'sfriend

Ismiledfaintly

L'smom:thisisGugu,GuguthisisTshego.She

usedtobeyourfriend'swife

Me:nicetomeetyou

Tshego:likewise

Iactuallydobelievethatsheisthedramafree

type.AfterdinnerIhelpedLisaandOlwethu

clearupthedishes

Lisa:youlooklikeyou'dratherbeanywherebut

here



Me:it'sthatobvious?

Lisa:yep

Tshegowalkedintothekitchen,dismissed

Olwethuthenpouredherselfaglassofwater

Tshego:soGuguhowdoyouknowLoyiso?

Me:weuhmworktogether.Heismyboss

Tshego:ohthat'snice.Lisapleaseexcuseus

foramoment

Myheartjumpedtomythroat,maybeIwas

wrong.Maybesheisthedramacausingtype

andI'mabouttogetabeating.AssoonasLisa

lefttheroom,Ipanicked

Tshego:lookLoyisohasbriefedmeaboutyour

relationshiporratherhowhefeelsaboutyou

HaiboLoyisobruh?!Whatthehell?

Her:mydaughtervisitsherfatherevery

6monthsandsheisbasicallystillababy.You

beinginarelationshipwithherfathermeans



thatyouguyswillspendtimetogetherand

that'swhereIcomein.Idon'tknowyoubutI

willgiveyouthebenefitofthedoubt,respect

meashermotherandIwillrespectyouasher

father'sgirlfriend.

Me:OK

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Shewascalmabout

thewholething,relaxedandaccepting.Why

couldn'tLihlebelikethis?ThenextdayLisaand

IdecidedtogoshoppingwithAbongiweand

Liyana.Ineededsomethingtowearattheparty

anyway.Wediscussedmyconversationwith

Tshego

Liyana:doyouthinkshewasbeinggenuine?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Idon'tknowherso

shecouldhavebeenputtingupanactforthein-

laws

Lisa:Ithinkshewas.Shehasalsomovedonso

IdoubtshewoulddwellonLoyiso'srelationship



Abongiwe:I'mwithLisaonthisone.Youjust

needtogetoveryourfearsandgiveLoyisoa

chance

Me:waitaren'tyouthesamepersonthatsaid

hewouldhurtme

Abongiwe:IalsothoughtBongawasperfect

andheturnedouttobeadicksowecan

concludethatI'mahorriblejudgeofcharacter

Afterfindingtheperfectdresses,wewentout

forlunchthenbacktothehouse.Theparty

turnedouttobeamazing,averychilledvibe

especiallyconsideringthatthemanofthe

momentisjust14.Thisfamilyistoohugefor

myliking,theyareoverwhelmingAndatadbit

tiring.AsIlistenedtoYandisagoonabouther

famousneighborslashbestfriend,Ifelt

someone'shandonmywaistsoIturnedaround

andIwasgreetedbyhissmile

Loyiso:canIstealyouforamoment?



Me:aslongaswearenotgoingoutthegate.

I'mcold

Him:nah.Justupstairstomyroom

Themomentwewalkedintotheroomandthe

doorclosedbehindus,hislipswereonmine.

Kissingmeslowlyatfirstthenhishandswent

tomyassandhepickedmeup.Iletouta

squealashethrewmeonthebedand

continuedkissingme,gettingmeturnedonwith

everykissthenhepulledback.Ilookedathis

browneyesthatwerenowsmallandhispink

bottomlipthatwastuckedsexilybetweenhis

teeth

Him:youaredrivingmecrazy

Me:rightbackatyou

Heclimbedoffme,laidonhisbackthenpulled

metohischest

Me:whydidyoustop?



Him:ItoldyouIdon'tcareaboutthesex

anymore

Me:butIcantellthatyouareturnedon

Him:howcanInotbewhenyoukissmelike

that?ButI'llwait.Idon'twanttogiveyoua

reasontodoubtmyintentions

Isighed.Iwanttoopenmyhearttohim,Iwant

tolethiminandtrythingsoutwithhimbutI'm

soscared.I'vehadmyheartbrokentwice

already,whatifheturnsouttobeanother

BongaoranotherNkule?Iwouldn'tbeableto

surviveanotherheartbreak

Him:what'sonyourmind?

Me:nothing

Him:youarelying.Talktome

Me:I'mscared

Him:ofme?

Ishookmyhead



Me:ofgettingmyheartbrokenagain

Him:wellifitmeansanything,I'malsoscared.I

loveyoumorethanyoucouldeverlovemeand

thatisscary.

ThenextdaywehadtoleaveforDurbanandI

washappy,Icouldn'twaittobeinmyown

spaceagainandnothavingtoworryaboutthe

perfectexwifeandhowinsecureshemakes

mefeel.Sheistoonice,tooperfectandtoo

annoying.Iprobablywhattobeherthat'swhyI

don'tlikeherplusitdoesn'thelpmuchthatshe

isbeautiful

Loyiso:yoursilenceistooloud

Me:I'mjusttired.Iwanttogethomeandsleep

Hesighedanditwasbacktothesilence.He

droppedmeoffatthecomplex,Isaidgoodbye

andhenodded.

*



*

LOYISO

You'dthinkatmyageI'dhaveabetter

understandingofhowthewomenbrainworks

butI'mstillascluelessasakidthatjustgothis

firstgirlfriend.WhenIgottomyhugeempty

house,Ithrewmyselfonthecouchand

switchedtheTVon.Iwreckedmybraintryingto

figureoutwhatgotGuguinsuchasourmood

becauselastnighteverythingwasfine.My

thoughtswereinterruptedbyacallfrommy

mother

Me:mama

Mom:didyouhaveasafetrip?

Me:yeahwedid.Enkosimama

Her:goodIwantustotalkaboutthatgirlyou

wereherewiththisweekend



Isatuponthecouchbecauseknowingmy

mother,sheisabouttogoonabouthow

inconsiderateIamtoTshego'sfeelings

Me:yiyekemama

Her:Iwon'tdothat.Iknowyouareagrown

manandIshouldn'tinvolvemyselfinyour

businessbutwhatyoudidisn'tright

Me:yhohayikemama.Ican'ttiptoearound

Tshego'sfeelingsmna.Iwanttobehappyas

well

Her:andwhomakesyouhappy?Gugu

Me:yesactuallyshedoes.Iknowsheisalot

youngerthanmebutIloveher

Her:that'sexactlywhatImeanwhenIsaywhat

youdidisn'tright.Whyintroducehertomeas

yourfriendthen?I'myourmotherandthat'sa

bigdealtoawomanthat'sinlovewithyou

I'veneverbeenmoreconfusedinmylife.My



momisn'tthejudgmentaltypethatwillpicka

wifeforyouorchoosewhoyoushoulddate.

Sheisopenminded

Me:I'mlost

Her:findyourselfthen.Decidewhoandwhat

takespriorityinyourlife.Makethechangesthat

youfearmakingandtherestwillfallintoplace

Whenshehungup,sheleftmefeelingeven

moreconfused.Afewmonthspassedand

Gugustillwasn'tupforgivingusachance,she

evenstartedrefusingtospendtimeatmy

houseandIwasclosetogivingup.I'venever

hadtochaseagirlforthislong.

Abongiwe:thatpictureisdisturbing

Me:thisiswhyIdon'tinviteyoupeopletomy

house

Li:whenareyoutakingitdown?

Me:whyshouldI?



Abongiwe:itsapictureofyourexwife.That's

reasonenough.HowdoesGuguevendealwith

lookingatit?

Me:shedoesn'tbecausesheneverwantsto

comehere.Idon'tevenknowwhatshehas

againstthishouse

Abongiwe:itsnotthehouseyouidiot.Itsthat

picture.Howisshesupposedtostarta

relationshipwithyouwhileyouarestill

obsessingoveryourex?

[08/18,15:39]Mca:Season2

*19*

"Tohavesomeoneunderstandyourmindisa

differentkindofintimacy"

LOYISO

Idecidedthatmaybe,justmaybeLimileandhis

talkativewifehadapoint.I'veneverreally



stoppedtoquestionwhyIhaven'ttakendown

thatpicture,Idon'tevenrememberthelasttime

Ilookedatit.InawayIjustforgotitexists,

somehowithasjustblendedintothewallpaper.

Itookitdownthenextdayandstoreditinthe

basement,maybeTshegowouldwantitor

Tshepimightwanttokeepithanginginher

room.NextyearIwantmysonsherewithme,if

Icould,I'dhaveTshepihereaswellbutTshego

wouldneverletthatchildgo.

Me:hey

Gugu:hi

Wehaven'tspokeninaweekandIwasdying

inside.Imissedherandbeinginthesame

buildingwithhereverydayandhavingtokeep

mydistancehasbeentorture

Me:canwetalk?

Her:I'mbusy

Me:Iwon'ttakelong.Please



IhadalreadywalkedintoherofficesoIpulled

thechairandsatdown.Iwatchedhowhereyes

wentallovertheroombutneverrestedonme

Me:whydidn'tyoutellmethepicturebothered

you?

Her:whyshouldIhavetotellyou?Yougoon

aboutthisgreatloveyouhaveformeyetyougo

hometoamonstersizepictureofyourwife

Me:exwife

Her:notthepointandthenyouinsistIspend

timewithyouatthathouse.

Me:OKI'msorry.Ishouldhaverealizedthatit

wouldbeoffensivetoyou.

Her:areyounotoverher?

Me:pleasecomeovertothehouseafterwork.

I'llanswerallyourquestions

Her:whycan'tyouanswernow?

ShewasgettingabitscaredathowIwas



avoidingthequestionbutshehastotrustme.If

wehaveanychanceatmakingarelationship

workthenshehastotrustme

Me:becauseIbelieveactionspeakslouderthan

words.I'llseeyoulater?

Her:I'llsee

Me:alright

Ilefttheofficeandwentstraighthome.What

I'mabouttodoisprobablythecraziestthing

I'veeverdonebutIguessitsallpartofbeingin

love.Icalledthemovingcompanyandhad

thempackupeverythinginalltheroomsexcept

forthekids'roomsandmystudy.Bythetime

theyweredone,myhouselookedasitdidwhen

Ifirstmovedintoit,withafewexceptionshere

andthere

Guy:whatdoyouwantustodowithallthis

furniture?

Me:pawnit.Takeyourfeeanddeposittherest



intomyaccount.Yourbosseshavethedetails

Guy:alright

Theyleftleavingmelaughingatmyself.Whatif

afterallthis,shestilldoesn'twantme?Whatif

allofthisisstillnotenoughforher?IswearI'll

killmyselfbecauseI'mtiredoflivingwithout

thatwoman.Ireachedformyphoneanddialed

Liyana'snumber

Liyana:itsneveragoodthingwhenIreceivea

callfromyou

Ilaughed

Me:youhavenofaithinabrother.Ineedyour

helpwithsomething

*

*

GUGULETHU



IwonderwherethelightningthathitLoyisoand

madehimrealizethatthatpicturewasanissue

camefrom.Istilldon'tunderstandhowhe

possiblythoughtitwasOK,they'vebeen

divorcedforyearsnow.AfterheleftmyofficeI

keptthinkingtomyselfwhetherIshouldgoto

hishouseornot.Ahugepartofmewascurious,

hedidsayhewasbringingaction.Ileftthe

officeafterworkandwentstraighthome,took

ashowerandchangedintoboyfriendjeans,a

whiteblouseandblackandgoldsandalsthen

tookacabtohisplace.Ineedtobuyacarnext

year,Ihavemylicensenowanywayandthese

cabsandubersareburningaholeinmypocket.

Loyiso:heybaby

Ididn'twanttosmilebutIdidanyway.Hedidn't

letmein,insteadwestoodathisdoor

Me:areyounotgoingtoletmein?

Him:akissonmylipsisyourkeytoentering



Me:youaresocheesy

Him:tellmeyouarenotimpressed

Hewasbeinghiscockyselfwithadashof

sweetness.Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhisneck

andkissedhislipsslowly

Him:I'mgoingtohavetocoveryoureyes

Me:areyouplanningtomurderme?

Him:lolmaybe

Hecoveredmyeyeswithabandanathenheld

myhandasweenteredthehouse.Iwasgetting

excitedforsomereasonandwhenweStopped

walking,hedidn'tremovetheblindfoldinstead

hetookbothmyhandsintohis

Him:I'manidiot.Aclueless,inconsiderateand

insensitiveidiot.I'vebeensofocusedon

showingyouhowmuchyoumeantomethatI

lostsightofeverythingelsearoundus.I'dlikea

doover,I'mdyingfromnotbeingabletocall



youmine.Ididn'tdothistoimpressyoubut

rathertoshowyouhowmuchitmeanstometo

haveyouinmylife

Heslowlyremovedtheblindfold,Iblinkedafew

timesthenmyeyesfocused.Theroomwas

darkwithredcandlesallovertheplace,the

loungewhichwasfilledwithfurniturethelast

timeIwasherewasnowemptyandtherewasa

picnicsetupinthemiddleofthelounge

Me:whereisyourfurniture?Didyougetrobbed?

Helaughed

Him:Ididn'tgetrobbed,Isolditall.Iwantto

buynewfurniturewithyoubymyside.Inever

wantyoutoeverfeellikeaguestinahouseI

wanttoturnintoahomeforus

Iwasinawe.Icouldn'tbelievehesoldhisentire

furniturejustbecauseofthatpictureIhated.I

knowwhathehasdoneisextraandoverthe

topbutitwassweetandromanticinevery



aspectoftheword

Me:wowLoyisothisisbeautiful

Him:pleaseallowmetoloveyou

Me:yes

Hepickedmeup,spunmearoundcausingme

togigglelikeateenagerthenkissedme

seductively.Wespentthateveningtalkingand

laughing.Itsbeenalmost6monthssinceIbroke

upwithBongaandI'mreadytogivelove

anothertry

Him:asmuchasI'dlovetospendthenightwith

you,Idon'thaveabedsowereallyhavetodo

thisshoppingthingtomorrow

Me:Ican'tbelieveyousoldallyourfurniture

Him:Ihadtomakeupformyfoolishness.

Thenextdaywebothtookadayoffandwent

shoppingforfurnitureandImustadmitthatit

wastiring.Heletmedecideoneverythingwith



noobjection

Him:arewealmostdone?

Me:why?Areyoutired?

Him:yesandhungry

Me:wearedone.Doyouhavefoodatyour

place?

Him:asinrawfood?

Me:yesbabe.Rawfood

Him:whywouldIbuyrawfoodwhenIcan't

cook?

Me:yho!

Idraggedhimtopicknpay,webought

groceriesandeventhoughhecomplained,I

didn'tcare.Bythetimewegottothehouse,the

furniturepeoplehadjustfinisheddroppingthe

furnitureoff

Him:thisisbetterthantheoldstuffhey



Me:I'mgladyouthinkso.Nowwehaveto

arrangeitinawaywewantittobe

Him:thisisexactlyhowIwantittobe

Me:babystopbeinglazy

Him:GugusthandwasamIloveyoubutyouare

abusive.CanIbefedfirstbeforemoving

furniturearound?

Heissuchabigbaby.Imademacaroniand

mincebecausehewasalreadycomplainingof

hungerandIwantedsomethingquick.Idished

upforusandweatebythekitchenontopof

thecounterthenmovedfurniturearound.Bythe

timeweweredone,Iwasexhaustedandjust

wantedtosleep

Me:I'msotiredIcan'tevenappreciateallof

this

Him:youshouldmovein,thatwayyoucan

appreciateiteveryday



Me:Loyisowe'vebeentogetherforaday.Idon't

thinkmovingintogetherisappropriate

Him:whynot?

Me:babysteps

Hewaslayingonthebedonhisbackwithhis

armsbehindhisheadwhileIwasonmy

stomachadmiringhim.Ihopeheneverchanges

intosomethingorsomeoneIcan'trecognize

Him:justkissmeinsteadofstaringatme

Me:noandIneedtogohome.Ihaveababy

waitingformeathome

Him:IthoughtIwasyourbaby

Yhoakatefiumuntu.Ipeckedhislipsthenlifted

himoffthebedbuthegroanedandmoaned

Him:babyI'mtired,youaretired.Can'tyoujust

sleepoverandI'lltakeyoutotheflatinthe

morning?

Me:OKbutifyoupromisetogivemea



massage?

Him:youareabusiveGugufondin

Me:yetyouloveme.
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TwomonthsintomyrelationshipwithLoyiso,

wemovedintogether.Iwashesitantatfirst

becausefirstlyitwastoosoonandsecondly

whatwouldhappentomysisterswhenthey

comehomeforholidayswhichiswhyIdidn't

sellmyflat

Loyiso:babe



Me:hayibabyI'msore.Ican'thaveanymoresex

withyou

HelaughedandIlookedoverathim.Ihadmy

legswidelyspreadonthebedwhilethefan

blewcoolingairintomyvagina.Ineededthe

coolingsystembecauseIfeltlikeIwasburning

downthere.Iguesshavingsomuchsexisn't

goodafterall

Him:Iwasn'tgoingtosayanythingaboutsex.

SabeloandSambuloaremovinginnextweek

Me:movinginasintheyaregoingtolivewith

us?

Him:yeah.Ihopethatwon'tbeaproblem

Ididn'trespond,whycouldn'theaskmehowI

feltaboutlivingwithhissonsfirstbefore

deciding?

Him:Gugu

Me:Loyiso



Hesatuponthebedandfacedmydirection.

SometimesIwonderhowthewayhethinks

nevermatcheshisage.Loyisojustdoesalotof

thingswithoutthinking,sometimesits

spontaneousandothertimesitsselfishand

stupid

Him:OKwhatdidIdo?

Me:nothing.I'mgoingtocheckonXolohand

mysisters

Him:pleasedon'tdothat.Ifsomethingis

botheringyou,pleasespeakup

Me:we'lltalkaboutitlater

Ikissedhislipsbeforewaddlingtothe

bathroom.Itookarelaxingbubblebath,Ionly

gotoutwhenthewaterstartedgettingcold.

WhenIgotbacktotheroomhewasn'tthere

anymore.Iputlotiononmybodythenworea

shortolivesummerdresswithwhiteandgold

sandals.DownstairsIfoundhimhaving



breakfastwithTshepi.Tshepihasn'texactly

warmeduptomesoallI'vebeengettingfrom

herisattitude

Me:morningTshepiso

Tshepi:hi

Loyiso:areyouleavingalready?

Me:yeah.Wehavealongdayaheadofus

Loyiso:OKI'llseeyoulaterthan.TaketheX6,

youknowhowIfeelaboutyoutakingcabsand

ubers

Hetossedmethekeystohiscarthenheldmy

handaswewalkedoutthehouse

Me:I'llseeyoulater

Him:alrightnanazi.Ihopewecantalkabout

whateverisbotheringyou

Wesharedakissbeforeheopenedthedoorto

thecarthencloseditforme



Him:Iloveyounanazi

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby

*

*

ABONGIWE

Me:UsithandileWasibusisaHadebe,I'mnot

goingtorepeatmyself.Stopmakingfunofyour

brothers

Usi:butmomit'sthetruth.Kuhleisnavydark

andOyiisavocadodark

Li:andme?

Hewalkedintotheloungeandmyheartsmiled.

Hespankedmyass,addingagrabtoitthen

kissedmyneck

Me:asIawaittheanswer

Usi:daddyisperfect



Oyi:thenI'mperfecttoobecauseIlooklikedad

Kuhle:yeahmetoo.Dadcanwepleasegoto

thebeach?Itshothere

Ilookedatmyhusband,Idon'twanttogotothe

beachonthe2ndofJanuary.Ihatecrowdsand

Idon'twanttolosemykids

Li:askmommy

Usi:momalwayssaysno

Oyi:yeahsheisnofunatall

Me:youguyscan'tevenpronounceresponsible

becausethat'swhatmommyis.Mommyis

responsible

Li:I'lltakethemtobalito,Idoubtit'saspacked

Ididn'targuewithhim,Ididn'tevengeta

chancetosayanythingbecausethekidsallran

totheirroomsthenhesatnexttome,pulling

meuptostraddlehimthenkissedmynose

Li:Iloveyoumyangel



IblushedwhileIstaredathisbigeyes.

Me:IloveyoutooHadebe

Him:howlonghavewebeenmarriedfor?

Me:6yearsinSeptember

Ican'tbelieveitsactuallybeenthatlong,it

honestlyfeelslikeitwasjustyesterdaythathe

wokeuponemorningandgavemethering

Him:anddoIstillmakeyouhappy?

Me:morethananythingandanyone

Him:evenmorethanthekids?

Me:yep.Iwouldn'thavethemifitwasn'tforyou

sthandwasam.

Him:OKletmegohelpthemgetreadythen

we'llleave

Ashelefttheroom,ItextedLiyana,Lunathiand

Mila,weneededagirls'day.Guguhadalready

toldmeaboutherplanswithhersisters.My



husbandandhiskidsleft,leavingmewithan

emptyhouse.IchilledThewineandmade

snacksandfruitplatter.Thosewomenbetter

notexpectmetocookforthem

Luna:hello!Wearehere

Goshmysisterissoloudandforapregnant

person,shelooksabsolutelygorgeous

Me:I'minthekitchenfool

Liyana:whyisyourhousesoquiet?Whereare

therascals?

Theywalkedintothekitchen,Milabeingthat

lastonetowalkin.Thisonehasbeendatingmy

brotherfor5yearsbutsheisstillasshyasever

aroundus.Ihuggedallthreeofthem,Liyana

gotthewineglasseswhileLunathigrabbedher

appletizer

Luna:Ican'twaitforthisbabytobeout.Iswear

Thabanihasn'tcaredaboutmesincehefound

outIwaspregnant.Allhecaresaboutishis



daughter

Liyana:allmenarelikethatboo.Themoment

youareknockedup,youbecomethebaby

carrierandtheonlythingtheycareaboutisthe

cargo

Iledthemoutintothepoolareaandtothedeck

chairs,Liyanapouredthewineandwerelaxed.I

keepasmallcircleforagoodreason,my

husbandisfromafamousfamilysowenever

knowwhohasgoodintentionswhentheywant

togetclosetous.

Me:Milahowisourbrother?

Shesmileswithherheadlowered,Istillcan't

getoverhowcutesheis.

Mila:heisfine.HeisinJo'burgwithmybrother

andmynephewthisweek

Luna:yhoIhopetheydon'tkillourbrother

Mila:theyactuallygetalong.Simbongeis



alwaysgladtohavehimaroundandasfor

Mnqobi,helikesactingtoughfornoreason

Luna:serveshimright.Lazolahasbeenapain

inallmyrelationshipssofinallyheisatthe

receivingend

*

*

LOYISO

AsmuchasIamnotthemostalertperson

whenitcomestotheactionsofthefemales,

I'vepickeduptheweirdvibesbetweenmy

girlfriendandmydaughter.Tshepiisn'texactly

ababyanymore,sheisturning13thisyearand

Ithinkahugepartofherstillhashopethat

mommyanddaddywillgetbacktogether.After

Gugudroveoff,Iwentbackintothehouse

Me:babyhasmommysaidwhensheis



fetchingyou?

Tshepi:shesaidyouhavetotakemehome?

Me:andwhendidshesaythat?

Her:whenshedroppedmeoff

Me:andyoudidn'tthinktotellmesooner?

TshepisoIcan'tjustflytoJo'burgwheneveryou

andyourmommakedecisionsandnotinclude

me

Her:butyoudidlastyear.Remember?

Isighed,rubbedmyforeheadthensatdown.I

finishedmybreakfastthenrinsedourplates.I

don'tunderstandwhyherandGugucan'tjust

getalong,theymeantheworldtomeandIcan't

compromisetheonefortheother

Me:looknanaI'llmakeaplanforuncleShaun

oruncleLimiletotakeyoubacktoJo'burg.I

havetogotoPEtopickupyourbrothers

Her:theyarenotmybrothersandyourstupid



girlfriendisn'tmymom.Idon'tunderstandhow

youcanjustbehappywithallthesepeoplethat

hurtmom.Ithoughtyoulovedmom

Me:TshepisoAnathiSmithyoubetterwatch

howyoutalktomeyounglady.I'mstillyour

fatherandallthisattitudeyouarethrowingmy

waywillleadmetobeatingyou.Ndizakbetha

mntanamyouwon'tbelieveit.Siyevana?

Shekeptquiet,reachedforherphoneand

startedpressingit.Afewminuteslater,my

phoneranganditwasTshegoandIknewwhat

thecallwasaboutsoIdeclinedthecall

Me:listentomeTshepi,Iloveyounana,withall

thatIam.Youaremyonlydaughterand

whateverhappensbetweenyourmotherandI

won'tchangehowIfeelaboutyouandyour

positioninmylife

Her:Iwanttogohometomorrow

Me:babycomeon.Youstillhaveanotherweek



tospendwithme

Her:Idon'twantyourgirlfriendhere.Idon't

wantthetwinshere.Ijustwantittomejustme

andyouandmom.Sheiscominghere

tomorrow

LastthingIwillhaveismy12yearolddaughter

givingmeultimatumsinmyhouse.Hermother

keptcallingmesoIansweredasIheadedto

thelounge

Me:Tshego

Tshego:whatthehellisgoingonthereLoyiso?

Whyismydaughtertextingmethatsheisn't

happyandshewantstocomehome?Iswearif

thatgirlfriendofyoursismistreatingmy

daughter,Iwilldealwithher

IListenedtohergoingoffangrilyatmeand

didn'tsayasingleworduntilshewasdone

Her:Loyisokebualewena



Me:ohyouaredonenow?SoI'mallowedto

speak?

Her:don'tbechildishplease

Me:childish?I'mthechildishone?Youcallme

shoutingatme,threateningmygirlfriend

Her:Ididn'tthreatenher

Me:shutup.I'mnotdonetalking.Ikeptquiet

andgaveyouachancetospeaksoyouare

goingtodothesame.Idon'tknowhowyouare

raisingTshepithatsidebutIwilldieandbe

buried6feetunderbeforeIraiseabratfora

daughter.Idon'texpecthertolikeGugubutshe

willrespectherandasforSabeloandSambulo,

Iknowthatyou'vebeenfeedingherbullshit

aboutmysonsandthat'sfine.Iunderstandwhy

youfeelthatwaybutdon'tfuckupmy

daughter'srelationshipwithherbrothersorwe

willhaveaproblem
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Mbali:weareinabookstore

Me:congratulationsforstatingtheobvious

Her:itwasmoreofaquestionactually.You

don'treadandyoudon'thaveababy

Wewereintownforourdayout,Amahleand

XolohwereinthearcadetwodoorsawayandI

ontheotherhandhadnoideawhatIwas

lookingforbutIwasintheparentingaisle

Her:waitunlessyouandbhut'Loyisoare

expecting

Me:woah!Relaxgirly.Nooneisexpecting



anything.Actuallylet'sgofindAmahleand

Xoloh

Wewalkedoutthebookshop,Iwastryingmy

besttoignoreherquestionsandcommentsbut

truthbetoldIwasfeelingalittleovermyhead.

TheboysaremovingininafewdaysandIdon't

knowhowtoevenhandleitandwhatmakes

mattersworseisthatLoyisodidn'tevencheck

howIfeelaboutthewholething.Insteadhe

madethedecision

Amahle:twomoreweeksthenschoolopens.

I'mnotlookingforwardtoit

Mbali:that'sbecauseyoudon'thavefriends

Amahle:whatever.Sis'Guguwhencanwego

stationaryshopping?

Me:probablyduringtheweekend.I'mgoing

backtoworknextweekandIwashopingyou

guyswouldn'tmindvisitingmama

IsawtheirfaceschangeandIknewtheywon't



buyintothatideabutIhadtotry.I'mtiredofmy

motheraccusingmeoftakingherkidsfromher,

thewomancallstoswearatmeeverytime

they'vefedhernicelyatSophie'starven

Mbali:Idon'tmind.Thula'smomwantstosee

Xolohanyway

I'veactuallymadepiecewithherrelationship

withtheKhumalosbecauseattheendofday

ThulaisthefatherofherchildandXolohisn't

mychild

Amahle:wellI'mnotgoingthere

Me:Mahleyoucan'tstayattheflatalone.Nana

isn'thereandifMbaligoeshome,whowilllook

afteryou?

Amahle:I'mturning16sisGugu,Idon'tneeda

babysitter

Me:Idon'tknowaboutthis

Wehadlunch,Iboughtthemafewitems,



clothesandtoiletriesthenIdrovethemtomy

flatandstayedwiththem.Wecooked,talked

nonsenseandactuallyhadfun.Withthenew

maninmylife,Ihavebeensidetrackingmy

sisterlyduties.Myphonerangjustafterwehad

finishedeating

Me:heylove

Loyiso:nanaziaren'tyoucomingback?

Me:Iam,itsstillearlythough

Him:Guguit'shalf9

Me:ohshit

Wemusthavelosttrackoftimebecauselast

timeIlookedatthewatchitwashalf5

Me:welosttrackoftime

Him:shouldIfetchyou?

Me:noitsfine.I'llleaveinthenext30mins

Him:drivesafely.Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo

WehungupandIwasn'tsoexcitedabout

leavingbutknowingmyman,heisverymuch

capableoffetchingme.Idishedupforhimand

hisdaughterthensaidmygoodbyesbefore

drivingoff.Itookinadeepbreathandslowly

exhaledasthecarcametoahalt.Itookmybag

andthelunchboxandgotoutthecar.The

momentTshepisawme,sherolledhereyes

andfocusedonherphone.Herfatherwasn'tin

theroom

Me:hey

Tshepi:hi

Me:whereisyourfather?

Sheshruggedhershoulderswhilenoteven

lookingatme.Yhothischildwillmakemehate

allchildrenontheplanet.Iswearshejust

drainsthelifeoutofme

Me:uhmIbroughtfood.Feelfreetodishupfor



yourself

Her:hmmm

Iplacedthelunchboxesinthekitchenandwent

tofindmyman.AtleastIknowhewillputa

smileonmyface.Thesoundsoftheshower

runningalertedmethathewastakingashower

soItookmyclothesoffandopenedthe

bathroomdoorthentheslidingglassdoor.He

lookedatmewithaslightsmileasIwrapped

myarmsaroundhim

Loyiso:heybaby

Me:hey

HekissedmyforeheadandIletoutasigh.I

didn'tevenrealizethatIwasholdingmybreath

Him:Imissedyoutoday

Me:Imissedyoutoo

Wehadtherestoftheshowerinpeaceful

silencethengotoutafterawhile.Igotdressed



inhisboxersandatanktopwhilehejustwore

hisboxers

Me:didyouguyseat?

Him:yeahweorderedpizza

Me:oh.Ihadbroughtfoodbutitsfine

Him:whocooked?

Me:MbaliandI

Him:pleasedishupforme.Justabitthough

AsmileCreptonmyfacethenhesmiledbefore

peckingmylips

Me:Ithoughtyouwerefull

Him:mymomraisedmetoneverturndown

foodthatmywifehascooked.Itsoffensive

MysmilebroadenedasIgotofthecouchand

headedtothedoor.Hewasrightbehindme,

busysmackingmyassandticklingme.His

daughtergaveusthestinkyeyethemomentwe



walkeddownthestairsthenshecametothe

kitchen

Tshepi:daddy

Loyiso:yesNana

Tshepi:momsaysherflightisat7amngomso

Loyiso:soyouareleavingtomorrow?

Tshepi:wellIwashopingmomcanstayuntil

nextweekend.

IpretendedtobefocusingonthedishingupI

wasdoingwhileIawaitedhisresponse.Ihope

hedoesn'texpectmetobeunderthesameroof

ashisperfectexwife.Thatwomanmakesme

doubtmyownbeauty

Loyiso:OKuzawuhlalaphiumamakhoxaefika

apha?

Tshepi:rightherewithmeandyou

Loyiso:haiboTshepisoyouknowGugulives

herewithme.



Iheldmybreath,placedtheplateinthe

microwaveandcontinuedlistening

Tshepi:can'tshegostayelsewherewhilemom

ishere.Giveussomefamilytime

Wowzathischildhatesmehey,thehateison

anotherlevel.Iwaitedpatientlyforthe

microwavetobedonesoIcangosleepthisday

off

Loyiso:sugezaTshepiso!Umamakhocan

checkintoahotelxaufunauhlalaivikiyonke

butIwon'thavemygirlfriendputintoan

uncomfortablepositionbecauseofher.Asoze.

Tshepi:gosheverythingisaboutyourgirlfriend.

Shehastakenoveryourlifetatasomuchthat

youdon'tevenhavespaceformnanomama.

Nextthingyou'llhavebabieswithherandforget

allaboutme.IhateyouandIhateyouaswell

wenaGugu

Iwatchedherstormoutthekitchenwhileher



fathercalledafterherandshedidn'tbother

eventurningaround.Hesighed,rubbedhis

foreheadandshuthiseyes.Themicrowave

announceditwasdonesoItookhisplateout

andservedhim.Itseemsyonkelentowithhis

daughterisputtinghimthroughthemost

Me:I'lljustgototheflat.Mbaliisgoinghome

onFridayanywayandAmahledoesn'twantto.

I'lljuststaywithher

Loyiso:youarenotgoinganywhereGugu.

Tshegoisn'tstayinginmyhouseandTshepi

needstogetoverherlittlebrattybehavior

Me:maybeshejustwantstospendtimewith

bothherparents

Him:thesoonersheunderstandsthather

parentsaredivorced,thebetter.Ilovemy

daughterbutherbehaviorisstartingtopissme

off

HewasangryandIdon'tthinkI'veeverseen



himangrysorightnowIdidwhatIfeltwasright

andgavehimspace.Igotintobedandstarted

textingSbuonWhatsApp.Asmuchashis

brotherandIneverworkedout,heisstillmy

friend

Sbu:whenareyouvisitingJo'burg?

Me:hopefullysometimesoon.Ineedabreather

Him:why?Troubleinparadise?

Me:no.LoyisoandIaregreat.Abreatherfrom

thiscitycoulddomesomegood

Iwouldneverdisclosemyrelationship

problemstoaguyfriend.Sbuislikeabrotherto

mebutIknowhewouldn'tthinktwiceabout

disclosingmyproblemstoBonga

Him:wellcomethroughanytime.Itwillbegreat

toseeyouplusNkuleisthissideaswell

Me:heis?Why?

Him:heboughttwotaxissotheyoperatethis



side.Alothaschangedinthepastyear

AsItypedmyresponse,LoyisowalkedsoI

stoppedtypingandputmyphoneaside.He

climbedinbed,gettingontopofmecausingmy

skintofillupwithgoosebumps.Hispeniswas

semierectasitpressedonmythigh

Loyiso:Iwanttomakelovetoyou

Iswallowedhardasheburiedhisheadonmy

neck,kissedandsuckingonmyskin.Itdidn't

takelongformetobereadyforhimbecauseI

waswetbythetimehepositionedhimselfat

myentrance

Me:condombaby

Him:I'llpullout.RightnowIdon'twantanything

betweenus

Iwantedtoobjectbutthemomenthethrust

insidemeIwasgone.Mynailsdugdeeplyinto

hisbackasmymoansfilledtheroom.Hewas

slow,takinghistimemakinglovetomeasif



thiswasourlastdayonearth

Him:Iloveyousomuchnanazi

HeplacedakissonmyforeheadandContinued

excretingpleasureallovermybody.Mybody

washistohaveatthatmomentandhewas

takingcareofitjustthewayIwantedhimto.

[08/18,15:40]Mca:Season2

Insert22

"Betheenergyyouwanttoattract"

ABONGIWE

ThekidsandIwerevisitingmydadand

MaNtombiforaweekendbeforeschools

reopened.Theboyslovetheirgrandfatherand

UsithandilelovesthekitchenwhichMaNtombi

entertainsherin.Theoldermykidsget,the

olderIfeel.It'sasifI'llgotobedonenightand



wakeuptoKuhlebeinginhighschool.I'mnot

readyforanyofthatandithasneverbeena

secretthatIfeargrowth.Whilemykidswere

beingentertainedbytheirgrandparents,Iwas

spendingmydayreadingabookinthegarden.

Relaxationatitsbest.Hubbycalledandmy

heartdidbackflips

Me:MrHadebe

Li:helloMrsHadebe

Me:unjanimylove?

Him:ndikukhumbulebaby.Whenareyouguys

comingback?

Me:haibomyeniwam,weleftyesterdayand

youarealreadymissingus?

Hewasjustbeingdramatic.Iwasmissinghim

toobutnottotheextentofwantingtogoback

homealready.Thisrighthereisperfect,

absencemakestheheartgrowfonderanyway



Him:Imissyoueveryminuteyouarenotnext

tome

Me:wellluckilyforyousiyabuyaksasa

Him:goodbecauseIhaveanerectionthesize

ofatower

Ilaughed,genuinelylaughedbecauseIwasn't

expectingthat.ItsLimileafterallsoIshould

haveexpectedit

Me:Godgaveyouhandssthandwasam

Him:healsogavemeumfaziwhovowedto

keepmefedineveryway

Icontinuedlaughinguntilmystomachwassore.

Myhusbandisthecraziestpersonontheplanet

Me:youaresopsycho

Him:andundithandandinje.Baphiabantwana

bam?

Me:withtheirgrandparents



Him:kantiuphiwena?

Me:I'moutside.Basendlinibona

Wecontinuedtalkingfor10moreminutesthen

hungup.Bytheendofthecall,Ijustwantedto

getinmycaranddrivetomyhusband.

Tomorrowsuddenlyfelttoofaraway.Iclosed

mybookthenwentbackinsidethehouse

Usi:mamagogoandIaremakingcupcakes

Me:Ihopewewon'tdie

Usi:hawmama

Shelookeddisappointed.YhohayikeLimile's

daughterisasdramaticasherfather

Me:I'mjustjokingbaby.I'msuretheytaste

amazing

IhadaskedMaNtombinottocookbecauseI

wantedspurribsforsupper.Theboyswanted

tocomewithwhenIdrovetothemallsoIlet

them



Me:I'mnotbuyingsweets,chipsoranything.

Justthefoodandwearedrivingbackhome

Oyintando:I'mthirstymama

Kuhle:yeahmetoomama

Me:wellyou'lldrinkwaterwhenwegethome

Kuhle:butmom

??:getthekidsmilkshakesAbongiwe

ThiscaughtmebysurpriseandwhenIturned

around,IliterallyscreamedwhenIsawwhoit

was.Hesmiledbeforegivingmeawarmhug.

Me:ohmygosh.Dudehowlonghasitbeen?

AJ:Idon'tevenknowhey.Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:I'vebeengoodandyou?WowIcan'tbelieve

I'mactuallyseeingyou

Him:I'vebeenOKhey.Irecentlygotdivorced

andI'masingledadnow

Justthenhissonapproachedus,weexchanged



greetingsthenhewenttoplaywithmysons

whileIcaughtupwithhisfather

Me:divorce?

Him:wegrewapartandIguesswewerejust

nevermeanttobe

Me:I'msosorry

Him:thanks.Youseemhappy.Marriagelifeis

treatingyouwellIsee

Ismiled.Wellthat'snotalie.Mymarriageisn't

perfectbutmyhusbandlovesmeperfectly.We

exchangednumbersbeforewewentour

separateways.Whenwegothometheboysran

totellmydadthatIrefusedtofeedthem

Me:youguysdorealisethatyouleftyourdadin

Durbanandthisismydadright?

Dad:leavemygrandsonsalonewenaAbongiwe

andmakethemjuice

Me:theyaretoospoiled.I'llmakethemsugar



water.Thatshouldhumblethemjustabit

Dad:Ibought5loforosforareason

Me:spoiled

ThenextdayafterchurchwehadSundaylunch

andthekidsandIwentbackhome.The

weekendwithmydadwasexactlywhatI

wantedittobe.Relaxing.Myhusbandcalled

justbeforewegothome

Me:wearealmosthome

Li:changeofplans.DropthekidsoffwithGugu

andLoyisothencomehome.We'llpickthemup

later

Ismiledtomyself

Me:whatareyouuptobabakaUsithandile

Him:nothing.Loyisowantsthemtobondwith

thetwins

Yeahright.AsifI'dbedumbenoughtobuythat



*

*

GUGULETHU

BythetimeTshegoarrived,herhotelroomwas

bookedandreadyforher.AsmuchasTshepi

triedtoplayeveryemotionalblackmailcardin

thedeck,mymanstoodhisground.Idon't

knowhowmanytimesthebrattypreteenthrew

thewordhateatus,moreespeciallymebutI

couldn'tbebothered

Loyiso:nanaziIhavetogointotheofficefora

fewhours.Thereisanurgentboardmeeting

Me:Loyisoyoucan'tleave.Yourwifeiscoming

overhereinanhour

Hekissedmyforehead

Him:exwifebabyandsheisjustfetching

TshepisoIdoubtshewillevencomein

Me:andifshedoes?



Him:itsnotlikeshewilldoanythingtoyou.

Relaxlove.Thisisyourhomeandsheisthe

guest.Nottheotherwayaround

Me:hmm

Him:relaxnanazi.Wannagivemeaquickblow

jobintheshower?Justtocalmyournerves

Hehadthatslygrinofhis,Ihithimwithapillow

becauseIwasnotentertainedbyhimrightnow.

Thisisn'tfunny.Webothgotoutofbed,he

headedtotheshowerwhileIwashedmyface,

brushedmyteeththenmadethebedand

openedthewindows.Imadeaquickbreakfast

forhim,eggsandsausagewithtoastandjuice.

Ialsomademyselfmuesliandyogurtthensat

onthehighchairswhilegoingthroughmy

socialmediaaccounts

Tshepi:whereismyfood?

Me:morningTshepiso

Her:OK.Sowhereismyfood?Iwantmueslias



well

Me:wellitsinthepantrybabygirlandthe

yogurtisinthefridge

Her:I'mgoingtotellmydad

Loyiso:tellmewhat?

Iliftedmyheadfrommyphone,lockedeyes

withmyverysexymanwhowinkedatme

causingmyvaginatogetmoistinseconds.He

kissedhisdaughter'sforehead

Loyiso:morningnana

Tshepi:morningdaddy.Yourgirlfrienddoesn't

wanttofeedme

LoyisoraisedaneyebrowwhileIjustrolledmy

eyes.IswearI'mcountingthedaysuntilthis

childleaves

Loyiso:Guguisn'tyourmaid.Youknowhowto

makeyourownbreakfast

Tshepi:mxmfine.I'lljusteatwhenmomgets



here

Loyiso:yourchoicebaby.TellyourmomI'llstop

bythehotelaftermymeeting

Igavehimhisfoodthencontinuedeatingmine

whilehisdaughterjustlookedatus

Loyiso:thanksbabe.I'llseeyouinanhouror

two

Herinsedhisplate,kissedmethenleft.I

cleanedaroundthehouse,notthatitwasdirty

sincethehelperwashereyesterdaythentooka

shower.Iworeanolivegreenshortdress,fixed

myhairthenwentbackdownstairs.Tshepiwas

alreadydressedandwaitingforhermother.I

pouredmyselfaglassofjuicethenwentinto

thelounge

Tshepi:I'mgoingtotellmymomeverything

Me:goahead.I'mnotscaredofyourmomand

youarestupidifyouthinkyourlametrickswill

work



Her:Ihateyou

Me:tellmesomethingIdon'tknow

Justthentherewasabuzzontheintercomand

sheranatlightningspeed.Afewminuteslater,

hermotherwalkedinlookingeversoflawless

whichmademyheartjumptomythroat.Ihate

howinferiorthiswomanmakesmefeel

Tshego:helloGugu

Me:hi

Tshego:isLoyisoaround?

Ishookmyheadandshemadeherself

comfortable

Tshego:ohgood.Iwashopingwecouldtalk

womantowoman.IwishIcouldsaymotherto

motherbutohwell

Iwantedtolaughyaz,likeseriouslylaughbutI

chosenotto.InsteadIadjustedmysitting

positionandlookedather



Tshego:IthoughtyouandIhadan

understandingwithregardstomydaughter

Me:andwhatunderstandingwasthatexactly?

BecausethewayIrememberit,youtoldmenot

toharmyourdaughterandthatifIrespectyou

ashermother,youwillrespectmeasLoyiso's

girlfriend

Shesmiledthencrossedherarmsacrossher

chestandstaredatme.Imadesuretostare

rightbackather

Tshepi:sheismeantomemommyanddad

alwaysshoutsatmewhensheisaround.Dad

neverusedtoshoutatme

Tshego:whenmydaughterisunhappy,the

clawsreallycomeout.IknowLoyisois

probablystillpussywhippedthat'swhyheis

actinglikethisbutasforyou,startknowing

yourplaceLittlegirlbeforeIdragyoutoit

myself



Iheardthedooropenandwithinaminute

Loyisostoodinthelounge

Loyiso:Tshego

Tshego:wewerejustleaving.Thanksforthe

chatGugu.Tshepilet'sgobaby
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LOYISO

IonlyrealizedwhenIgottotheofficethatIhad

leftoneofthefilesathomewhichmeantIhad

todriveallthewaybackbecauseallthedrivers

werestillonleave.WhenIsawTshego'scar

parkedinthedriveway,Itookinadeepbreath

andslowlyexhaled.Idon'tneeddramaright

now,especiallywiththisbigmeetingI'malready

goingtobelatefor



Me:Tshego

Sheturnedtolookatmeandmyeyesshiftedto

averynervousGuguonthecouch.Tshegohad

betternotthrownherbullshitatmygirlfriend

Tshego:wewerejustleaving.Thanksforthe

chatGugu.Tshepilet'sgobaby

Me:nahholdonjustasecond.Didn'tweagree

thatyouwerenottocomeintothishouseifI'm

nothere?

Tshego:Tshepiwasn'treadywhenIarrived

Me:so?Whynotwaitinyourcar?

Shedidn'trespond,Icouldtellshewasaboutto

givemeattitudesoIraisedoneeyebrowandif

thereisonepersonthatknowswhatthat

means,itsmyexwife

Me:I'mgoingtodropbyyourhotellater.There

areafewthingsthatweneedtostraightenout.

Nanazipleasefollowme.Ineedyourhelpwith



something

Ilovethiswoman,moreespeciallybecauseshe

isthefurthestthingfromcrazy.Sheisquiet,

somemightmistakethatforweakbutsheisas

strongastheycome.Themomentwewalked

intothestudy,Iwrappedmyarmsaroundher

andbroughtherclosetome.Iplacedalong

kissonherforeheadandinhaleddeeplythen

slowlyletmybreathout

Me:areyouOK?

Shenodded.Itookastepback,liftedherchin

soshewouldlookatme.Ifonlysheknewhow

muchpowershehasoverme,howI'dbringthe

worldatherfeetathersimplerequest.Thereis

nothinginthisworldIwouldn'tdoforher

Me:areyousure?

Gugu:I'llbefinebaby

Me:OKIhavetorushbacktotheofficebut

whenIgetbackI'mtakingyouout.



Me:thatwouldbenice

Ikissedherlipsslowly,Ifoundmyselfgetting

turnedonthespot.That'showweakIbecome

atthesimplestofintimatemoments

Her:pleasegobeforeyouareextremelylatefor

themeetinganddon'tforgetyourfile

Me:Iloveyounanazi

Shesmiled.ShelovesitwhenIcallherthat.I

grabbedmyfile,kissedheragainandwalked

outthestudy.Tomysurprise,Tshegoand

Tshepiwerestillhere

Me:andnow?

Tshepi:areyougoingtojoinusafteryour

meeting?

Me:Tshepisothisisyourdaytospendwith

yourmother.Ihavethingstodo.I'llseeyou

guyslaterwhenIcometalktoyourmom.Come

masambe



Iwasn'tleavingthemheretoterrorizemy

girlfriendagain.Themeetingdraggedonfor

hoursbecausethedirectorscouldn'tagreeon

simplethings.Anotheronewithlawyerswas

scheduledformonthend.Idroveouttheoffice,

grabbedfoodandwineanddrovehome.Iwas

exhaustedandmentallydrained.Goingout

wasn'tgoingtohappenanymore.Ismiledto

myselfwhenIsawtheladywhoownsmyheart

sleepingpeacefullyonthecouch.AsIwas

abouttowakeherupwithakiss,myphone

rang

Me:Tshego

Tshego:areyoustillcoming?

Isighed.MyhandwentformyhairandI

rougheditupabit

Me:yeahgivemeafewminutes

IkissedGugu'slipsthemomentIhungup.She

smiledthenslowlyopenedhereyes



Me:hey

Gugu:hi.Whendidyougethere

Me:now.Jongasthandwasam,themeeting

draggedonandngokIhavetogoseeTshego

Her:oh

Me:uxolomylove.Ibroughtfoodandwecan

gooutforbreakfastngomso

Her:alright

Ipeckedherlipsthenwenttochangeinto

denimshortsandaT-shirt.WhenIgottothe

hotel,Tshepiwasasleeponthebed

Me:let'stalkonthebalcony.Idon'twantherto

hearthis

Ifollowedherout

Tshego:beforeyousayanything,Ijustwantyou

toknowthatwhateveryourgirlfriendtoldyou

isn'thowitis



Me:shedidn'ttellmeanythingandI'mnothere

totalkaboutGugu.IwanttotalkaboutTshepi

MydaughterisabratandIhateit.It'sher

mother'sfault,Iknowshefeedsherbullshit

aboutme

Her:OK

Me:stoptellingmydaughtercrapaboutme.I

mayhavebeenacraphusbandtoyoubutI've

alwaysbeenagreatfathertomychildren.You

haveyourownlifenow,you'vemovedonandlet

medothesameinpeace.I'mtrustingyouto

raisemychildproperlynottouseherforyour

ownvendettas.RectifythisshitTshegoorelse

I'lltakemychild

*

*

GUGULETHU

Icouldn'thelpbutwonderwhatwashappening



inthathotelroom.Myowninsecuritieswere

messingwithmebecausesuddenlyIpictured

whatBongaputmethrough.Ican'ttrustababy

mamawithmymananymore.Ibreathedouta

sighofreliefwhenLoyisowalkedthroughthe

doorjustanhourafterhehadleft.Iwaseven

morerelievedwhenIdidn'tseehisbratty

daughter.AweeklaterTshegoleftwithTshepi

whenSabeloandSambuloarrived.Nowthese

twoaremyabsolutefavorites.Theyknowme,

theyareareusedtomeandIthinktheyloveme.

Sabelo:dadsayswemustcallyoumama

Loyiso:dadsaid?Whendiddadsaythat?

Sambulo:ngoknjenatatahaw

Loyiso:theyaskedifitsOKtocallyouthatandI

saidyes

Me:oh

Loyiso:unlessyouarenotcomfortablewithit

thentheycancallyousomethingelse



Sabelo:pleasebecomfortablewithit

Ilaughedtomyself.Theseboysaretoocute

andIlovethatI'vebuiltabitofarelationship

withthem.WhenwewenttofetchthemI

rememberLoyiso'smomtellingmethatthey've

neverhadamother'slove.They'vehadtheir

grandmotherbutnotamother.Iwasadviseda

lotaboutthemandIcouldtellthatshewas

havingadifficulttimelettingthemgo

Me:I'mcomfortablewithit

Sambulo:yeeey!NowwehaveamamanoTata

Loyiso:OKboysgetoutofhere.

Theyranoutthedoorwiththeirballintothe

backyardandLoyisowrappedhisarmsaround

mefromtheback,kissingmyneckandmaking

mesmileendlessly

Him:areyousure?IthinkI'veoverwhelmedyou

alotwithmykids.Ineedtomakesureyouare

comfortable



Me:Iamcomfortable

Him:enkosi.Iknowwehaven'tbeentogether

forlongandI'vealreadyputyouthroughalotof

drama

Me:itslifebaby.

Him:whenyoursisterscloseforschool,they

cancomehere.Thehouseisbigenoughforall

ofus.XolohandNanacanmoveintomorrow

Me:Loyiso

Him:onlyifyouarecomfortablewithit

Somanychangesinasuchashortspaceof

time.Ithasn'tbeenayearandalreadyitfeels

likeit'sbeen15years

Me:I'lltalktothemfirst.I'llcallMbaliabout

Xolohandgetbacktoyou

IloveLoyisoandIcantellthathelovesmebut

I'vealsopickedupthatheisinarushtosettle

downandI'monly30.Mylifebasicallystarted



5yearsago,I'mstillcatchingupwiththerestof

thepeoplemyage.ThefollowingweekXoloh

andNanamovedin,LoyisoandIweregoing

backtoworksoNanabeingaroundwas

beneficialfortheboysaswell.Hersalarytripled

soshedidn'tcomplain

Me:happynewyearfriend

Sena:waitareyoudrivingthatX6?

Me:yep

LoyisolovedhisBentleytoomuchsoIdrovehis

X6.Wecan'tshowuptoworktogetherfor

obviousreasons.Westillhavetoremain

professionalbecauserelationshipsbetween

staffmembersareprohibited

Her:wow.Someonehasbeensaving.I'mhappy

foryoufriend

WetalkedaboutourholidaysthenIgottowork.

Ididn'tseemymanallday,Iwasswampedwith

workbuthemadesuretohavelunchdelivered



tomyoffice.Loyisohashismoments.On

valentine'sdayhehadeverythingplanned,

bookedoutanentirerestaurantandabandto

performforusbutIwassosick.Icaughta

stomachbugfromoneofthekidsprobably

becauseschoolswereopen

Me:I'msorry

Ihadmyheadfacingthetoiletbowl,hewas

holdingmyweaveandIhadthrownupforthe

millionthtimetoday

Loyiso:it'sOKnanazi.Justgetbetteralready.

Youarescaringme

Me:I'llbefine.GetthatmixtureQhawetoldyou

togiveme.Itshouldwork

Him:younevergotsickbeforethekidsmoved

in

Irinsedmymouth,splashinghimwithwateron

hisface



Him:whatwasthatfor?

Me:leavemykidsaloneandgotoworkplease

Him:I'mnotleavingYouherealonewhileyou

aresick

Me:Nanaishere

Weheardsortknocksonthedoorthenit

opened.Sabelo,SambuloandXolohwalkedin

andLoyisojumpedoffthebed

Loyiso:stoprightthere!

Mypoorbabiesgotafrightandfrozeonthe

spot

Me:Loyisomahn

Loyiso:whatdoyouwant?

Sambulo:wewantmama

Loyiso:mamaissick

Sambulo:hawyoumademamasicktata

Loyiso:noyoudid



Sabelo:tatasukakalok

HewasblockingthemandSabelokeptpeaking

atmefromthesides.Heisthestubbornone

andSambuloisthe21questionsperminuteone

Sambulo:what'swrongwithmama?

Loyiso:sheissick

Sambulo:ewebutunantoni?

Loyiso:uwugqirhawenangok?

Sabelo:yhotatanawe.Sukahaw

Me:moveoutthewayLoyiso

HemovedandXolohwasthefirstonetorunto

meandjumponthebed

Loyiso:theyruinedmyvalentinesdayplanslast

night

Me:gotowork

Loyiso:mxmI'mnotlovedwhenyourbabiesare

here



Me:youaremybiggestbaby
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Insert24

"Takeitallonedayatatimeandenjoythe

journey."

GUGULETHU

WithintwodaysIwasfeelingbetterandluckily

itwasaSaturdaysoIgottospendtimewith

Loyisoandthekids.Hewasstillfussingthatits

thekidsthatmadesick.WhatIdidn't

understandwaswhatwasheexpectingto

happennow?MustIstayawayfromthem?The

dramathatcomeswiththismanofmine

sometimesshocksevenme.Wedecidedto

takethekidstouShaka,Abongiweandherkids

willalsobejoiningus.

Loyiso:areyousureyouareupforthis?Weare



goingtobeouttheentireday

Me:I'mfinebabyandpleasestopactingasifI

hadcancer.Justanupsetstomach

Him:wellitupsetmeaswell

Me:let'sjusttakeashowerandgo

Themomentwegotunderthewater,hepulled

metowardshim,kissingmyneckandgrabbing

onmyasscheeks

Me:Loyisowearenothavingsexintheshower

Him:yesbaby.Wearenothavingsexinthe

shower

Hishandsmovedfrommyasstocupmymould,

Ireleasedaloudmoanashisfingerenteredme

followedbyanotherone

Him:nosexbutyouaresowet

Iignoredhimbecausehewasmakingfunofme.

Wehadaroundintheshower,anamazingone

thatleftmeevenmorehornysoweendedup



havingtwomoreinthebedroom,tookanother

showerthengotdressed

Him:I'mslowlygettingusedtohavingsex

withoutacondom

Me:welldon't

Him:younevergivemeachancetoevenput

thecondomon

Me:soitsmyfault?

Him:fault?Thereisnofaultinsexnanazi.I'm

justsayingmybabyhasabigappetiteandI

lovethat

Ismiled,heisrightthough.Ican'tgetenoughof

havingsexwithhim,hetakesmetolevelsand

heightsnomanhasevertakenmetoandwhat

arideitis.Wetook"mycar"andasmuchashe

hateddrivingit,hedidn'twantmetodrive

Sambulo:wherearewegoing?

Me:uShaka



Sambulo:arewegoingtoswim?

Me:ifyouwantto

Sambulo:ifIdon'twanttoswimwhatelsecanI

do?

Sambulo'squestionswillexhaustyouandright

nowIwasgettingexhausted.Ilookedoverat

Loyisowhowashavingthetimeofhislife

laughingatme.Iplayedmusicontheradioand

thatseemedtokeephimquiet.

Me:Abongiweisalreadyhere

Loyiso:probablyUsithandileforcedthemtoget

hereearlybecauseAbongiweandearlydon'tgo

together

Weparkednexttothem,weexchanged

greetingsandIhuggedmyfriend.It'sbeena

while

Abongiwe:heeehmnganivatnsitreallylikes

you.Lookatyouglowingandgainingweight



Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,itsbeen2minswithher

andsheisalreadycomingatmewithallsorts

ofjabs.Shewaslookingbeautifulasalwaysin

hersummerdress,heryoungestsonwas

holdingherhandwhileherdaughterwasstuck

toherfather

Me:theshademyfriend.Soearly

Abongiwe:lolnoshade,justhonesttruth.Isay

weditchthemenandthekidsandgogeta

glassofwine

Li:Iheardthat

Hekissedhercheekandshesmiled,tryingso

hardnottoblush.Idon'tgetitsometimes,how

canyoubemarriedforsomanyyearsandstill

actliketeenagers?Theyaresoinlove,basically

joinedatthehipandinseparable

Abongiwe:itsagreatidea

Loyiso:what'sagreatidea?



Me:leavingyouguyswiththekids

Li:andgodrinkwine

Loyiso:at10am?

Hegaveusajudgmentallookthatmademe

questionourmoralsaswell.Whodrinksalcohol

soearlyintheday?Wegotridofthatideaand

setoutforwhatshouldbeagreatday.We

startedattheaquarium,thekidsweretruly

fascinatedbyeverythingthentheywentto

swimbeforehavinglunch

Abongiwe:isitOKifIhavemywinenow?

SherolledhereyesandIjustlaughed.The

momentthewaitressbroughtouttheburgers,

mystomachturnedandIrushedtothe

bathroomtovomit.Istayedforcloseto30

minsonthatbathroomfloorvomiting.

Abongiwehadfollowedmesoshewasjust

outsidethedoorwhenIgotout.Irinsedmy

mouth,tookthebottleofwaterfromherand



downedit

Her:howfaralongareyou?

Me:excuseme?

Her:howmanymonths?

Me:howmanymonthsofWhat?

ShechuckledthemomentsherealizedthatI

hadnoideawhatshewastalkingabout.She

keptlaughingandshakingherheadalltheway

tothetable.AfteraskingLimileforthecarkeys,

shedraggedmeouttherestaurant,pullingme

bymyarm

Me:wherearewegoing?

Her:you'llsee

Shedrovetotheclosestmedicalcentershe

couldfind,onedoctorwasfreetoseeusand

wewentin.Ihadnoideawhatthehellwas

goingonwiththisladyandsheignoredallmy

questions



Abongiwe:heyDrVisser,I'mAbongiweandthis

ismyfriendGugu

Dr:afternoonladies,howmayIhelpyoutoday?

Abongiwe:we'dliketohaveapregnancytest

done

Dr:bothofyou

Abongiwe:no.JustGugu

IswearIchockedonmyownsalivaandstared

atAbongiwewithmyeyeswideopen

Me:I'mnotpregnant

Abongiwe:greatthenyouwillhavenoproblem

takingthistest

YesLoyisoandIhaven'tbeencautiouswhenit

comestosafesexbutargmanI'mnotpregnant.

I'dknowifI'mpregnantright?That'swhatall

pregnantwomensay

Me:thisisawasteoftimeandmoney



Abongiwe:notyourmoneysorelax

Ididthetestandwhilewewaited,myheartwas

pounding.WhatifI'mpregnant?I'mnotready

forthat.LoyisoandIhavebeentogetherfor

lessthanayear,healreadyhas3childrenand

thetopicofhavingmorehasnevercomeup.I

can'thandleakidrightnow,notwhileI'm

alreadyamothertothreeotherkids.The

doctor'svoicebroughtmebacktoreality

Dr:OKthenIhaveyourresultsrighthere

Me:and?

Dr:youareindeedpregnantMissZulu.I'dhave

todoanultrasoundtofindouthowfarexactly

Myheartcametoacompletestopforafew

seconds,suddenlyIcouldn'tbreathe,theroom

feltsmallerandIwasgettingdizzy.BeforeI

knewit,itwaslightsout.I'veneverhadapanic

attackbeforeandI'vebeenthroughonehellof

alifebutI'vesurvivedit.ThedoctortellsmeI'm



pregnantandIloseit.Whenmyeyesopen,I'm

blindedbythebrightlight.Iblinkafewtimes,

groanasItrytositupandthistimemyeyes

landonLoyisowhoisbusypacingupanddown.

ThemomentIclearedmythroat,herushedto

myside

Loyiso:youscaredmenanazi.Howareyou

feeling?

Hekissedmyforehead

Him:areyouthirsty?ShouldIgetyouwater?

Hepouredwaterintoaglass,addedastraw

thenIhelditformewhileIdrank.Ididn'teven

needthestrawbutLoyisowasindramaking

modesoIlethimbe

Me:thankyou

Justthenthedoctorwalkedinflashingmea

smile.Ilethimdotheultrasoundandthewhole

timeIkeptmyeyesonLoyiso,Iwantedtoread

hisexpressionsbecauserightnowIwasin



panicmode

Dr:youare8weekspregnant

Loyiso:that'stwomonths?

Dr:yes.Iamworriedaboutyourbloodpressure

though.Iunderstandthatyouareabit

overwhelmedtodaybutyouaregoingtohaveto

keepitstable

Inodded,mywordswerefailingmerightnow.

Thishastobesomesortofadream,Ican'tbe

pregnant.I'mjustnotreadyforallofthis.Iwas

givenmynextappointmentdate,aprescription

listwhichwecollectedatthepharmacyandwe

walkedout

Loyiso:doyouneedanythingbeforewego

home?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:thekids?

Him:withAbongiweandLimile



Me:OK

Izonedoutintomyownlittleworldafterthat.I

didn'twanttothinkaboutthispregnancyand

riskhavinganotherpanicattack.Loyisoalso

hasn'tsaidanythingsinceweleftthehospital.

Whenwegottothehouse,Iranmyselfabath,

addedfoamandrelaxedwithmyeyesclosed

andmyhandonmybelly.Ican'tbelieveIhavea

persongrowinginsideofme.WhatIfearthe

mostisturningouttobelikemymother.It's

easytoraiseanotherperson'schildbecause

youcanalwaysblametheparent'sgenesifthe

childturnsouttobeascrewupbutwhowillI

blameformyownchild?

Loyiso:canwetalkbeforeIgofetchthekids

Me:OK

Him:youarenotgettingout?

Ishookmyhead.I'menjoyingjustlayingin

thesebubbles,theyarerelaxing.Hetookhis



clothesoffthengotinbehindme,makingme

Restmyheadonhischest

Him:areyouOK?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.

Him:IneedyoutobeOKaboutthisGugu.I

can'tforceyoutobehappyaboutitbutIneed

youtobeOKsothatourchildwillbeOK

Ididn'trespond.Ididn'tknowwhattosayto

him.Heisbeinghisusualselfasifwedidn't

findoutthatI'mpregnantnotsolongago

Him:Iknowwedidn'tplanthisbutitsablessing

nonetheless.Westillhaveafewmonthsto

warmuptotheidea

Hishandswentstraightformybellythenhe

kissedmyneck

Him:Iloveyounanazi.Youandallourkids

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Isighed.I'msoscaredit'snotevenfunny



[08/18,15:40]Mca:Season2

Insert25

"Anyidiotcanmakeachildbutittakesareal

mantobeafatherandagreatmantobeadad"

LOYISO

Ireallytriedtodownplaymyexcitementforthat

sakeofaccommodatingGugubutwhenwe

wentforthe4thmonthappointmentandIheard

mychild'sheartbeat,Icouldn'tdoitanymore

Dr:strong,loudandhealthyheartbeatwehave

here

Me:mysonishealthy

Gugu:youdon'tknowthat'saboy

Me:I'mactuallyhopingforagirl.Ican'thave

anotherSambulo.Oneinterrogatingofficer

undermyroofisenough



Sambuloreallyisahandful,heasksamillion

questionsperminuteandapparentlyhegets

thatfromme.Ireallywashappyaboutthisbaby

andeventhoughitwasn'tplanned,I'mstill

grateful.

Me:doyouneedanythingbeforewegetbackto

theoffice?

Gugu:aloewaterandPeriPerichickenstrips

Me:aloewaterIcangetforyoubutnotthose

strips.Youheardwhatthedoctorsaidabout

spicyfood

Her:haveImentionedhowmuchbeing

pregnantisaninconveniencetomylife?Ican't

dothisforanother5monthsLoyiso.Ijustcan't

Me:nanazicomeon.Pleasedon'tstartcrying

again.

Thewaterworkswerealreadyoutandthisis

thatpartIdidn'tenjoyaboutherbeingpregnant.

Icouldbreathnexttoherandshewouldstart



crying

Her:youdon'tunderstandwhatI'mgoing

through.Allyoucareaboutisthischild.Ican't

eatwhatIwantbecauseofthischildthatyou

putinmewithoutmypermission

Me:I'msorrybabywam.Ipromisetoneverput

achildinyouagain

Her:nowyoudon'twantmetocarryyourkids.

WhydoyouhatemesomuchLoyiso?Why?

Istoppedthecaratthemallparkinglotandgot

out.IneededtobreathbeforeIlosemymind.I

ammakingapromisetomyselfthatI'mnever

makingthiswomanpregnanteveragain.Thisis

toomuchforamantohandle.Iwalkedto

checkers,boughtthealoewaterandnormal

chickenstripstheIboughtmyselfDan-Upand

sourworms.WhenIgotbacktothecarshehad

stoppedcryingbutthelookshegavemewas

enoughformetoknowthatsheisn'thappywith



me.Thedrivetotheofficewasasilentone,she

waspressingherphonetheentiretime.

Me:yourwaterandstrips

Her:thankyou

Me:Iloveyou

Her:I'msorry

Shesmiledwhilebattinghereyelidstryingtobe

cuteandsucceedingnicelyatit.Myhandwent

forherbellywhileIpeckedherlips

Me:don'tworryaboutitbabe

ThemomentIwalkedintotheoffice,Iwastold

aboutthechairmanoftheboardbeinginmy

officewaitingforme.Thatisneveragoodthing

soIstraightenedmytieandwalkedin

Me:MrGraham.Thisisasurprise

WeshookhandsthenIsatdown.Icalledfor

twocupsofcoffee



MrG:IwishIcouldsayit'sapleasantone

Me:whatseemstobetheproblem

Him:IthoughtIshouldbringyouthistotakea

lookat.Justtorefreshyourmemory.I'vealso

takenthetimetohighlightforyouthepartsyou

shouldfocuson

Heplacedthecompany'scodeofconductin

frontofmeandIsighed.Ialreadyknewwhat

thisisaboutbutwhatworriedmeishowitgot

out.Howdidthebigbossofthecompanyfind

out?Iturnedtothehighlightedpageswhich

addressedromanticrelationshipsbetweenstaff

members

Me:Iamquiteawareofthissir

Him:good.Sowhichoneofyouisleaving?

Me:excuseme?

Him:betweenyouandthejuniorarchitect.

Whichoneofyouisleaving?PersonallyI'dwant



thearchitecttoleave.Therearealotofthem

likeheranyway.Youontheotherhandarea

greatassettothecompany

ThereisnowayinhellthatI'mgoingtofiremy

pregnantgirlfriend.Especiallynowwhensheis

highonhormonesandemotions

Me:I'llleave

Him:don'tbestupidSmith.

Me:thisisasmartdecision

HetriedtoconvincemebutthereisnowayI'll

dothattoGugu.AftermymeetingwithMrGI

stayedinmyofficethinkingeverythingthrough.

IlovemyjobbutIalsolovemygirlfriendand

sheneedsthismorethanIdo.Ihad30daysto

comeupwithadecisionandofcourseI'mnot

goingtotellGuguAboutthis.Whenwegot

home,thekidswereplayingintheplayroom.

TheyarenotallowedtowatchTVduringthe

week



Sabelo:where'smama?

Me:hellotoyoutoondoda

Sabelo:OKsowhere'smama?

Me:sayhellofirstthenI'lltellyouwheresheis

Sabelo:I'llgolookforhermyself.

HewalkedoutwhilecallingoutforGugu.Heis

soattachedtoher,it'sprobablybecausethey

arebothsostubborn.IpickedXolohup,threw

herintheairthencaughtheragainmakingher

laugh

Xoloh:again

Me:again?Youaregoingtofall

Sheshookherheadwhilegivingmeasmile.

SheisoneofthereasonsIwantababygirl.

Babygirlsareadorableplustheyaresweet.I

playedwithherwhileMr21questionsignored

measifIwasn'tintheroom

Me:Sambulo



Sambulo:hmmm

Me:hmmmyantoni?Sambulo

Myvoicewasnowfirmandheliftedhisheadto

lookatme

Him:tata

Me:yizapha

Heslowlywalkedtowardsmethensatinfront

ofwhereXolohandIwerebuildingLego's

Me:what'swrong?

Heshruggedhisshoulders

Me:uyagula?

Heshookhishead

Me:theniphiinxaki?

Him:ndikhumbuleumakhulunomkhulu

Itookmyphoneoutofmypocket,dialedmom's

numberandsheansweredafterawhile



Mom:yhotheskyisgoingtofalltotheground

today

Ilaughed

Me:andgeteatenbychickensnehmama

Mom:musaukungiphaphela.Whatdoyouwant?

Me:hawmama.Can'tIjustcallmymotherjust

tosayhello

Mom:no.Noyoucan't.Whatdoyouwant?I'm

busy

Me:busyngantonimama?

Mom:Ihaveamanthatstillfindsmeverysexy

andwehavealotof..

Me:OKmom,pointtaken.Sambulomissesyou

guys

Turnsouthisgrandparentsweremissinghim

justasmuch.Itmakessensesincethey'velived

withmyparentssincetheywerebabies.When

hewasdoneaskingmymotherathousand



questions,Iaskedtospeaktomydad.Iactually

appreciatethatmyrealdadisdead,Ican

alreadypicturehowawkwarditwouldbefor

himbecauseIwouldn'tbeaboutthelifeofhim.

MaybeQhawewouldbebutIwouldn'tbe.I'llbe

aSmithuntilIdie

Dad:heeehindodaawusemdalaforukhalela

utatakho

Ilaughed.Mydadisascrazyashiswife

honestly

Me:ubaniothendyakhalamna?

Him:ngumamakhokalok.Unjanikwedini?

Me:hayinondirighttaimabutndinenxakiapha

andIwashopingyoucouldshedsomewisdom.

UyamkhumbulamosuGugu

IhadtoexplainfromscratchwhoGuguis,

aboutourrelationshipandonlythendidhe

rememberher



Him:ohtheoneyoubroughttoLuvo'sparty?

UxokausithiyiChomyakho

Me:ewe.Iwasn'tlyingbutshapthat'sbesides

thepoint.Sheispregnantandputtingme

throughhell

Him:ngumntanawesingaphilonaLoyiso

Me:hatataitsjustthethirdone.Sambuloand

Sabeloareoneperson

Him:sunyaapha.Thisisbabynumber4.You

want6likeyouroldman?

Me:just5.Let'snotgetdistractedkalok.How

doIdealwithallthehormonesandemotions?

Yhomydaddecidedtogivemeahistorylesson

onwhathewentthroughwhilemomwas

pregnantwithYandisa.Judgingbythatstory,

that'sexactlywhatI'mgoingthrough.Afterthe

longchatwithmydad,Iwenttofindmy

girlfriendwhowasnowsnuggledupwiththe

kidsonthecouchwithlittlespaceformetosit.



Iwantedtoaskwhatthehellshewaseatingbut

decidedagainstthat.I'mtryingtokeepthe

waterworksatbayasmuchasIcan

Me:nanazi

Gugu:babazi

Me:Lolohthat'swhatI'mgettingcalledbynow?

Her:IhearditfromSabelo

Sabelo:it'sasongwelearntatschool

Me:OKsingitandletmehear

Sabelo:yadlalaimamaziidlalelaibabazi.Dlala

mamazi,udlaleleubabazi

SoIpaysomuchmoneyatthatschoolformy

childrentobetaughtthisnonsense?Thisis

somePG25typeofcontent

Me:neversingthatagain

Sambulo:whynot?

Me:becauseIsaidso



Sambulo:butwhyareyousayingso?

Me:Sambulo

Sambulo:tata

ThenIkeptquietandhekeptquietforagood

30secondsandstartedagain

Sambulo:whycan'twesingthesongtata?

Sabelo:dlalamamazi

Hestartedofsoftlywhileoccasionallylooking

atmewaitingforareaction.
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"IfIwroteabookaboutwherewestandthen

thetitleofmybookwouldbeLifewith

Superman"

ABONGIWE

IwaslosingmymindwithplanningOyintando's



birthdayparty.Oneweekhewantsaspiderman

themeandthenextweekhewantstheminions.

I'msoclosetojustdroppingthewholething

Oyintando:Mommycanwehavemypartyat

McDonald's?

Kuhle:mypartyisgoingtobeatMcDonald's

Oyintando:mypartyisfirstandI'molderthan

you

Me:youarebothgivingmeaheadache.Gotell

yourfatheraboutthesethings

Youwouldthinkasthekidsgrowolder,we'll

havelessheadachesasparentsbutnope,my

kidsneverstoptalking.Andthenthereisthe

arguingthatstartsassoonastheyopentheir

eyesandprobablycontinuesduringtheir

dreams.Oyintando'sbirthdayisonSaturday

andKuhle'sbirthdayisnextweekFriday.WhyI

hadkidssoclosetogether,namiangazbutI

lovemymunchkins.LazolaandLumilanawalk



inwithUsithandile,theypickedherupfrom

soccerpracticebecausesometimesmy

husbandandIforgettopickupourkids.I

wouldn'tsayitsnormalbuthonestlyithappens

moreoftenthannot

Me:mypumpkin

Usi:youguysforgotmeagain

Me:uhmnowedidn't.Yourunclemissedyou

sohewantedtotakeyououtforicecreamand

foryouguystobond

Themcflurrycupinherhandmadethissoeasy.

Milawaslookingatmewhilelaughingto

herself.At25andengaged,sheremindsmeso

muchofmebeforethekids

Usi:Idon'tbelieveyou.Whereisdad?

Me:I'magrownup,grownupsdon'tlie.Your

fatherisinthestudywiththeboys.Wenago

change,dirtyclothesinthelaundryroomplease

andnotonthebedroomfloor



Usi:OKmommy

Sheranofftofindherfather,leavingmewith

herauntandunclethatdon'tlooktooplease

withme

Laz:youguysarebadparents

Me:weareamazingparents.Wejustforget

stuffsometimes

Laz:stufflikeyourkid?

Me:I'mignoringyounow.Milawouldyoulike

somethingtodrink?

Laz:wearestayingfordinner

Igotthembothjuice,toldNikiaboutthem

stayingfordinnerthenjoinedtheminthe

lounge.Mysiblingsarebasicallyhelpingus

raisethesekidswhichisamazingforusand

thekids

Me:haveyouguyssetadateforthewedding?

Mila:December10



Me:sofar

Li:IknewLazolawouldbethereasonwhymy

daughterishavingicecreambeforedinner

Iturnaroundfirstwiththebiggestsmileonmy

face.Ididn'trealizeIwasmissinghimbeforeI

heardhisvoice.Justlikelostpuppies,hiskids

wererightbehindhim,Isweartheyfollowhim

allovertheplace

Laz:thebestuncleever

Me:debatable

Laz:Ifetchyourkidfromschoolwhenyou

forgether

Usi:Iknewyouguysforgotmeagain

Li:westillloveyouthoughpumpkin

Usi:whatdaddyisdoingisemotionalblackmail

rightmommy?

I'veneverlaughedsomuchinmylife.Idon't

evenknowwheresheheardthatbutI'mjust



enjoyingseeingLibeingthrownunderthebus

Li:thisiswhathappenswhenyoubringyour

workhomeAbongiwe

Me:huhdon'tinvolvemeinthis.I'minnocent

WehadafundinnerwithLazoloandMila,the

kidsenjoyeditthemost.I'mstartingtogetthe

feelingthattheyaresickofus,theyalways

seemhappierwhenextendedfamilyisaround

Usi:uncleLazwhereisuncleLuk?Henever

visits

Laz:I'lltellhimtovisityoupumpkin

Oyi:pumpkinstasteyucky

Usi:youareyucky

Li:guysbeniceplease

Them:sorrydaddy

Afterdinnermybrotherleft,Imadeamental

notetocallthatmischievouslittlebrotherof



mine.LastthingIwantisforhimtobe

troublesomewiththevarsitygirls

Me:OKguysbath,teethandbedplease

Usi:Ihavehomework

Me:OKcomedothehomework,daddywill

checkit.Boysupstairsyougo

Thekidsscatteredandmyhusbandstaredat

mewhileshakinghishead

Me:yiniwena?

Li:daddywillcheckit?

Me:Idon'thavetheenergyforgrade3

homeworkrightnow

Him:suchalazymom

Me:atleastI'mnotalazywife

Hesmiled,cockedoneeyebrowthenpulledme

towardshim.MyarmswrappedAroundhis

neckandIsmiledaswell



Him:definitelynotalazywife.Thewayyou

wereridingmethismorningisalltheproofI

need

*

*

GUGULETHU

Iwasnottakingbeingpregnantwell,somehow

theexcitement,joyorwhatevergetspregnant

womenglowingjustwasn'thappeningwithme

andwhatmademattersworseisthatIhadno

babybump.I'msureat4monthsIshouldat

leasthaveabumpbutnope.Iwasgettingfat

though,Iprobablygainedatleast500gevery

hour.Loyisoontheotherhandwasbeaming

withexcitement,hehasbeenthroughthis

beforesoheknowswhatheisdoing

Loyiso:nowIcan'tgetthatstupidsongoutof

myhead

Me:Idon'tunderstandhowyouthinkthekids



willstopsingingitwhenyoustillsingit

Him:itjustsoundsdirtyandnasty.Ihavea

feelingitsaboutstrippingyaz

Me:itsnotaboutstripping

Him:whyandhowwouldimamaziidlalele

ibabazi?Thinkaboutthisbaby

Me:stopusingyourtesticlestothinkplease.Its

creepy

Him:whatshouldIusethemforthen?

Thehumorinhisvoicemadeitobviouswhere

hismindwasat.Hishandwentundermy

pyjamatop,givingmyboobsasqueezebefore

playingwithmynipples

Him:theyaregettingreallybig

Me:allofmeisgettingreallybig

Him:andsexier

Hishandtraveledtomystomach,youknowthe



placewhereIshouldhaveababybumpbutits

MIA.Iheldmybreathashetookmysleeping

shortsofftogetherwithmypantiesthenparted

mylegsandfoundhisdestination.Idon'tknow

whenIpassedoutbutIhaveastrongfeelingI

passedoutduringaround.ThenextdayIwas

wokenupbysomethingwarmbetweenmylegs.

AtfirstIthoughtIwasdreamingbutthefeeling

gotreallyintensesoIopenedmyeyes.Onlyto

findLoyisowithhisheadbetweenmylegs.We

hadamorningsession,Ihadtomakeupfor

fallingasleepduringsex

Loyiso:goodmorningmamakhe

Ismiled.Hegavemeawetandhotkissthatleft

mybitingonmybottomlip

Me:morningbaby

Him:ndyakthandayeva

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Wetookashowertogether,hewokeupthekids



andbathedtheboyswhileNanabathedXoloh.I

madebreakfastwhileeveryonegotready

Sabelo:morningmama

Me:goodmorningbigboy

Irougheduphishair,whichneedstogetcutas

soonaspossible

Sambulo:goodmorningmama,arewehaving

krispies?

Me:morningboy.Nowearehavingweetbix

Theyhateweetbix,apparentlyittasteslike

cardboard

Sabelo:weetbix?I'mnothungry

Me:OKthenI'llpackthemforlunch

Sambulo:forwho?

Me:thebothofyou

Sambulo:hawmama.Ithoughtyouloveus

Ilaughed.Thesekidsaretoosmartfortheir



owngoodbuttheyarethecutestplusthey

annoyLoyiso80%ofthetimewhichisgreat

entertainmentforme.Igavethemtheirplates,

thejoyontheirfaceswhentheyrealizeditsnot

weetbixwasjustpriceless.Ireceivedacall

fromMbaliasIsatdowntoeat

Me:hello

Mbali:sisGuguheyunjani?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Her:I'mgood.Ineedmoneyfortextbooks

Me:textbooksinApril?

Her:yeahuhmforthisonemodule.Iforgotto

buytheminFebruary

Me:OKI'lltransfermoneytoyourstudentcard

Her:no!UhmI'mgoingtobuythemsecond

hand

Somethingwasoffabouther.Needing

textbooksinAprilmakesnosensetomebutI



playedthefoolandagreedtosendhermoney.I

gavethephonetoXolohandtheyspoke

Loyiso:youarefrowning

Me:somethingisupwithMbali

Him:somethinglike?

Itoldhimaboutheraskingformoneyand

claimingitsfortextbooks

Him:sheisinvarsitynanazi,everyoneliesto

theirparentstogetmoney.Bestpartabout

beinginvarsity

Me:Ijusthopeitsnotforsomethingstupidlike

alcoholorweedordrugs

Him:orabortion.

Me:notfunny

Him:I'mnottryingtobe.Itsapossibility

Me:hmmm

IfinishedmybreakfastI'msilence,luckilythe



twinsweretalkingamongstthemselvesfor

once.WhenIwasdoneeatingIrinsedmyplate

andLoyisohadfollowedmetothekitchen.I

wasannoyedwithhim,whywouldabortionbe

thefirstthinghethinksoffwhenImention

stupidThingsmysistercouldbeupto?

Him:areyoumadatmenow?

Ikeptquiet,placedmyplateonthedishesrake

thenwipedmyhandswithadishcloth

Him:Gugu

Me:what?

Heraisedhiseyebrowsatmeasifshockedby

myresponse

Him:excuseme?

Me:ifyouhavesomethingtosayLoyiso

khulumaotherwiseletmego

Him:hamba.Iwon'ttalktoyouwhenyouare

likethis
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LOYISO

NaturallyIhavezerotolerancefordisrespect

andIhaveaveryshorttemper.Don'tgetme

wrong,I'mnotabusiveandI'veneverlaidahand

onawoman,Ialwayschoosetojustwalkaway

whenconflictarises

Gugu:soyouarenotgoingtotalk?

Me:fondinhamba.Yougavemetwooptions

andI'vechosenone

Iwalkedoutthekitchenleavingherthere.Iget

thatsheispregnantandthehormonesareall

overtheplacebutsheneedstoobeawareof

thelineandnotoverstepit

Me:guysI'mreadytoleave



Sabelo:soamI

Me:haveyourinsedyourmouth?

Sabelo:doIhaveto?

Me:ifyoudon'twantyourmouthsmellinglike

thetoiletthenyesyouhaveto

Sambulo:siestata

AllthreeofthemrushedtothebathroomwhileI

didthesamethencollectedmyworkbagand

waitedforthekids.Guguwasalsoaboutto

leave

Gugu:I'msorryIsnappedatyou

Me:youknowwhat'sthebestkindofapology?

Her:what?

Me:changedbehavior

Iknewshewasn'texpectingmetosaythatbut

itsthetruth.Wehave5monthsaheadofuswith

thispregnancyandifwekeepgoinglikethis,



wewillbreakupbeforethebabyisborn.The

kidsgrabbedtheirbackpacks,saidtheir

goodbyestoGuguthengotinthecar.Ipecked

herlips

Me:I'mnotgoingtobeattheofficetodaybut

doenjoyyourday

Gugu:OKthanks

Me:ndyakthandamaZulu

Shesmiledwhichmademesmiletoo

Her:Iloveyoutoo

Afterdroppingthekidsoffatschool,Idroveto

theoffice,gotmyfilesandwenttomyfirst

meeting.Ihadbacktobackmeetingsuntil

lunchtimeandIusedthattimetogoseemy

littlebrother.Ihavebusinesstodiscusswith

him.

Shaun:LoyisoSmith

Me:ShaunSmith



Welaughedbeforeourmanhugthensatdown.

I'mnotbigontheemotionalsideoffamilylove,

Ilovemysiblingsandtheyknowthat.I'mthere

forthemwhenevertheyneedmebutI'mnotthe

typetocallandcheckuponthem.Ihavea

familyofmyownthatIfocusonbutIdon't

neglectmysiblings.Ever

Me:ugrandbruh?

Him:I'mgoodmanandwena?

Me:I'mgood.I'mgoingtobeafatheragainso

I'mdefinitelygood

Him:woawcongratsbro.Thisisamazing.Igot

marriedandnowyouarehavingakid.Thisis

greatstuff

Me:itis.DadthinksI'llendupwithasmany

kidsashehas

Welaugh.I'mfromabigfamilysoitsnatural

thatI'dwantabigfamilyformyselfaswell.

AfterthisoneIwantonemoreandI'llbedone



Me:jongandodaIneedafavor

Him:anythingforyoubro

Me:IneedyoutoofferGuguajob.Makeitan

offershecan'trefuse

Him:workingwiththegirlfriendisstartingtobe

aproblem?

Me:somethinglikethat.Iwantedtobetheone

toleavebutafterthemeetingIhadwithmy

lawyerearlier,IhavealottoloseifIleavethat

company

Him:alrightnoproblem.I'llcallherafterlunch.

Howmanyfiguresarewetalking?

Me:6figuresperannum

Iwatchedhimscratchhischin.Ithadtobean

offershecan'trefuseandIknowshewon'tturn

downmakingamillionperyear

Him:I'llseewhatIcando.I'llhavetorunitpast

ZoesincesheismypartnerbutifGuguisgood



atwhatshedoesthenitshouldbefine

Me:thanksalotbruh.Ioweyouone

IbreathedasighofreliefwhenIexitedShaun's

company.Atleastthatisonethingoffmy

shouldersandtakencareoff.WhenIgothomeI

waswelcomedbythericharomasofahearty

homecookedmealwhichmademystomach

grumbleonthespot

Me:I'mhome

Xolohcamerunningtothedoor,Ipickedherup,

kissedhercheek,ticklingherintheprocess

Me:helloprincess

Xoloh:uncleoyiso

Me:howwasschool?

Her:fun.Weplayedandsleptandpainted

Me:wowsoundsreallyfun

Iwalkedwithhertothekitchen,placedheron



thekitchencounterbeforegreetingmywoman

Gugu:heylover

Me:youarecooking

Her:yep

Me:andsinging

Shelaughed.Ienjoyseeingherlikethis.It

alwaysservesasareminderastowhyIfellin

lovewithher

Her:I'minagoodmood

Me:gooddayattheofficeWithoutme?

Her:youcouldsaythat.Igotajoboffertoday

andI'mtakingit.

Ismiledtomyself.ShaundeservesaBell's

*

*

ABONGIWE



Theweekendarrivedandwewerefinallyhaving

thispartythathasbeenthecauseofmy

headaches.Eventodaythekiddoesn'tknow

whathewantssoweendedupwithaspider

minionstheme.

Li:Ijustgotoffthephonewithmysister

Me:really?Howarethey?

Him:theyaregood.Shefiledfordivorcebut

Manqobadoesn'twanttosignthepapers

Me:divorce?Afterbeingmarriedfor18years.

Yho

Howdoyouevenbeginstartingoverafterbeing

withonepersonfor18years?The8yearsthat

LimileandIhavebeenmarriedforalready

seemslikealot.Howmuchmoreanadded

10yearstothat?Andthekids?

Him:I'mwithheronthisone.Manqobahas

beencontrollingmysisterforyearsnow



Me:don'tgivemethat.Manqobalovesyour

sisterandsheloveshim

Him:wellclearlynotanymorebecauseshe

wantstodivorcehim

ThistopicwasstartingtodepressmeIwentto

checkonthekidsandeveryonewashavinga

greattime.Oyintando'sfriendsfromschool,his

cousinsandhissiblingswereallhavingablast.

IspottedAverywithhisson,noprettyyoung

thingnexttohimthistimearound.Oureyes

locked,webothsmiledthenIwavedathim.He

hasn'tchangedabit,physicallyormentally.

WhenIjoinedthegirls,theywerealreadytalking

nonstop

Kwando:guysbeingasinglemotherisshowing

meflames

Liyana:justtakethekidstoyourparentsuntil

youfindyourfeet

Kwando:andhavedadtellmethathetoldme



so?Noways.I'llcomeupwithaplan

Itwasmyself,Gugu,Liyana,Kwando,Lunathi,

MilaandLisa.Icouldn'tinviteLwakhobecause

ofhiswife'shistorywithmyhusbandandthe

tensionbetweenLiyanaandShaunwasalotto

takein.Weweredrinkingwinesowhenthe

secondbottlefinished,GuguandIwenttoget

more

Me:areyouOK?

Gugu:I'mjusttakingitonedayatatime.Istill

don'tthinkI'mmommaterial.Idon'tthinkIhave

itinmetodothesoccerpractices,ballet

classesandbirthdayparties.I'mcareerdriven,

mylifejuststarted.Ididn'thavetheexcitement

ofbeinginmytwentiesandnowmythirtieswill

revolvearoundamanandababy.Iwanttolive

forme,chasemydreams,seetheworld.

Me:wewillrevisitthisconversationafteryou've

heldyourbabyinyourarms.Icanbetanything



thatyouwon'tbefeelingthesameway.Kids

arespecialbeings

Justaswewalkedout,Ispottedmyown

specialbeingsplayingonthewaterslideandmy

husbandwatchingthemclosely.WhenIhearall

thetroublesmyfriendsgothroughintheir

relationships,Ican'thelpbutwonderhowIgot

solucky.ThenIrememberhowmuchIprayed

forallofthis,howmuchIlostinordertobethis

happyandthenIseeAveryandI'mevenmore

gratefulforallthatheputmethroughbecause

itledmehere.WhereI'mdestinedtobewiththe

manthatwascreatedforme

Usi:mommy

Me:yesbaby

Usi:daddysaysImustcallyou

Luna:hayitellyourdaddywearebusyhere

Usithandilelooksatmewithquestioningeyes

andIjustlaugh



Kwando:tellhimtoleaveyourmotheralone

Usi:mom?

Me:aibabyangazmina

Usi:yhonamiangazthen

Sheranofftoplay,Ipouredmyselfaglassof

wineandsatdown

Kwando:youguysareannoying

Me:lolbecausewearemarried?

Luna:andallloveydovey.Niyadikanyan

Me:ninomonayaz.

Mynotsolittlebrotherapproachedusandhe

waswithagirl.HeeehLukhanyahasgrownso

much

Luna:isthatLuk?Withagirl?

Me:lookslikeit

Eventuallytheygottous,thegirlisallsortsof

cuteandquiteshy



Luk:somanywomen

Me:uyaphapha

Wesharedahug.Ihaven'tseenhiminages

Luk:heysis

Luna:andIdon'tgetahug?

Luk:uyaphaphaingxakiyakho.SisAbongsthis

ismyfriendKonke.Konkethisismysisterand

herpeople.That'salsomysister,Lunathi,that's

mysisterin-lawMila,that'sMangi'smomauntie

Liyanaandtherestmysisterwillintroduceyou

to

Me:heyKonke

Konke:hey
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IsubmittedmyresignationamonthafterIhad

gottenthejobofferandtheexcitementwas

hardtocontain.ThisiswhatIwantformylife,

climbingupthecorporateladder,buildinga

nameformyselfandnotlivinginLoyiso's

shadow.NowI'mdefinitelybuyingmyselfacar

nextyearandahouse.Theplansjustkeep

floodingmymind,bigplansandlittleplans.I

wastoldthatIhadtoserve2month'snoticeand

IwasfinewiththatsinceI'llstartthenewjob

4monthsaftergivingbirth.Thetwomonths

flewbyquitefast,nowI'm7monthspregnant

withababybumpthesizeofsomeonethatis

onlyamonthpregnant.Ifitwasn'tforthekicks

thisbabygivesme,I'ddoubtI'mpregnant.My

boobsarebiggerandfuller,myhipswiderand

myass...ohlordmyassisthesexiestit'sever



been.Round,firmandsodamnsexy

Loyiso:youaresoobsessedwithyourbody

Me:doyoublameme?Lookatallthissexiness

anddon'teventhinkofactinglikeyoudon't

enjoymynewbody

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundmywaistfromthe

back,placedwetkissesonmyneckthen

nippledonmyearlobe

Him:ohIenjoyitalright.Thisbodyplusyour

hugeappetiteforsex...I'vediedandgoneto

heaven

Hepulledmetowardshim,myassrestingon

hisnowstifferection

Me:huhuhbaby,wearegoingtobelate

Him:comeonnanazi,ngizolifakakancanenje

Iburstintolaughter,whenlastdidIhear

someonesaysuchafoolishthing.Ipushedhim

away,turnedaroundtopeckhislipsthen



grabbedmybag

Me:asambe

Him:whileI'mlikethis?

Me:we'llswitchontheairconinthecar

Him:youarecruelbaby

Ilefthimwhileheadjustedhispants.Thekids

areatschoolsothehouseisquiet

Me:heyNana

ShewaswatchingTVinthelounge

Nana:hellosisi

Me:LoyisoandIaregoingoutforafewhours.

Pleasepreparelunchforwhenwecomeback

Her:alrightsisi

JustasLoyisocamedownthestairs,hischild

startedthekickboxingstunts,catchingmeoff

guard.Igaspedloudlywhileholdingmy

stomach



Loyiso:andnow?

Me:hejustkickedagain

Loyiso:shebetternothidetoday.Ican'twaitto

sayItoldyouso

Me:thisisaboy.Icantell

Thedrivetothedoctorwasafunone,wewere

stillarguingoverthesexofthebaby.Icant

believeI'mgivingbirthin2months

Dr:myfavoritecouple

Shesmiled,weareherfavoritebecausemy

boyfriendiscrazyandhismadnessisfeltall

overandeverywherewego

Loyiso:Ihopeshedoesn'tcrossherlegstoday

Me:youmeanhe

Loyiso:noIdefinitelymeanshe.That'smybaby

girlinthere

Dr:OKlet'sfindout



Sheliftedmytop,appliedthegelandmovedthe

scanneraround.Hisheartbeatstillstrongand

loud.IfoundmyselfsmilingasIwatchedhim

onthemonitor

Dr:legsarenotcrossedtoday

Loyiso:yes!

Dr:let'sseewhatwehavehere

Shecontinuedmovingthescannerthen

stopped,chuckledtoherself

Me:and?

Dr:congratulationsguys,youhavealittlemiss

Smithontheway

Loyiso:haaa!Itoldyouso

Hekissedmyhandbeforekissingmefullonthe

lipscausingmetomoanwhichhadthedoctor

laughing

Loyiso:dochasanyoneeverhadsexonthis

bed?



Ihithisshoulder.Afterwipingthegeloffmy

stomach,thedoctorgaveusapictureofthe

scanandweleft.Thisidiotnexttomekept

hummingtohimselfwiththepermanentsmile

onhisface

Me:mxmwhatever

Loyiso:2moremonthsbaby.Just2andshe

willbehere

Me:areyouhappy?

Him:I'mmorethanhappysthandwasam

Whenwegotbacktothehouse,Nanawasstill

cookingsoImadeafruitsaladwithultramel

andsnuggledwithmymanonthecouch.He

wrappedhisarmaroundme,kissedmy

foreheadthensmiledtohimself.This

happinessthinghasbeenalongtimecoming

formeandI'mgladit'sfinallyhere.Myphone

rangfromthekitchencountersoIrushedtoit.

Privatenumber?AiOK



Me:hello

Silence.Iremovedthephonefrommyear,

lookedatittoseeifthepersonHadhungupor

notandthecallwasstillgoingon

Me:hello

Thepersonontheothersideofthelinesighed

heavily

??:sawubonaGugu

ThevoicesoundedfamiliarbutIcouldn'tputmy

fingeronit

Me:yebo

??:ukhulumanoBonga

Me:Bonga?

Ihadtouseoneofthechairstobalancebefore

Isatdown.Ihaven'tseenorspokentoBongain

ages,yearstobeexactandnowhecallsme.

Forwhat?



Him:yesBonga.I'minDurbanfortheweekand

I'dlikeforustomeetup

Me:meetup?Minanawe?Why?

Him:I'dlikeustotalkGugu.IhavealotI'dlike

tosaytoyou

Me:I'msorryIcan't

Ihungup,tookinadeepbreathandsighed

heavily.Whynow?Whycallmenowwhenmy

lifeismovingforward?Ihatedhimforthis,I've

hatedhimforalotofthingsbutthiscallright

nowmakesmehatehimalloveragain.Loyiso

fetchedthekidsfromschoolwhileItookanap

onthecouch.Itdidn'ttakemuchformeto

knowwhentheywerebackbecauseSabeloand

hisfatherwerearguingthemomentthey

walkedinthroughthedoor.Sambulospotted

meonthecouchandrantome,kissedmy

cheekandsmiled.Theseboysaresoadorable

Me:howwasschool?



Sambulo:boring.CanIhaveicecreammama?

Sabelo:youcanbutyoumaynot

Sambulo:I'mnottalkingtoyou

Sabelo:Idon'tcare.Youarestillnotgettingice

cream.Rightmama?

Me:comegreetmefirst

Hesmiledshylybeforecomingclosertome,

placingakisswherehisbrotherhadplacedita

fewminutesago.Xolohisn'taboutthelifeof

me,herandLoyisoarethebestoffriends.I

don'texistwhenheisaroundwhichiswhyIjust

sticktomyboys

Sambulo:somamaabouttheicecream?

Me:goeatfirstthenwewilldiscussicecream

Sambulo:Idon'twanttodiscussitnjenamama.

Iwanttoeatit

Ichuckled.It'sthisverymomentthatI

appreciatethatmybabywillbeagirl.



ThedateisJuly31,aweekpastmyduedate

andIcouldn'tbebotheredactuallybecauseI'm

notheavy,I'mnotstressedandI'menjoyingthe

calmbeforethestorm.Iwakeupaloneinbed,

it'saTuesdayandLoyisomustbeatwork

anyway.Itakeashower,getdressedinabright

yellowmaxidressandslippers.AsImakemy

waydownthestairs,Ispotmymaninthe

lounge.Standingtherewithhisbacktowards

meandchannelhopping.Thecouchisright

theresoIdon'tunderstandwhyheisn'tsitting

down.Iwrapmyarmsaroundhimfromthe

backthenkisshisshoulder.HeiswithoutaT-

shirt

Me:Ithoughtyouwereatwork

Qhawe:Loyisoisatwork

Iremovemyarmsatlightningspeed.OKthisis

embarrassingbuthelaughswhichmakesme

feelevenmoreembarrassed



Me:ohmywordI'msosorry.Ithoughtyou

were...

Him:don'tworryaboutit.Youdidn'tknowIwas

hereanyway

Me:still.Ishouldbeabletoknowmyown

boyfriend

Him:fromtheback?Youarebeingtoohardon

yourself.Anywaywhat'sforbreakfast?

Wewalkedtowardsthekitchen.I'mgoingtokill

LoyisofornottellingmethatQhaweishere.

Whendidheevengethere?

Me:whatdoyoufeellikehaving?

Him:ham,cheeseandmushroomomeletwith

sweetbellpeppersandjalepeanos

Me:OKsoundssimpleenough

I'vemasteredthisdishbecauseit'salso

Loyiso'sfavorite.Imadeitforthebothofus,

servedhimandweate.Iwantedtoaskwhathe



wasdoinginDurbanbutIalsodidn'twanttobe

rude

Him:yourboyfriendhastoldyouaboutthe

damages?

Me:damages?Whatdamages

Him:forthebaby.That'swhywearehere.We

aregoingtoyourfamilyonFriday

Me:myfamily?Excuseme

Igotup,dialedLoyiso'snumberasIenteredhis

study

Loyiso:heymylove

Me:Ijusthadsexwithyourbrotherthinkingits

you

Him:Guguyoudidwhat?

Me:Ithoughtitwasyou.Youdidn'ttellme

Qhawewashere

Him:I'mgoingtokillthatbastard



Me:notbeforeIkillyou

Him:yimakalokbabyareyouserious?

Me:ofcoursenotbutwhydidn'tyoutellmehe

ishere

IletoutasighandIjustlaughed.Serveshim

right

Him:youalmostgavemeaheartattacknanazi

Me:whyishehere?

Him:fordamages.YouDidn'tthinkIwasgoing

toletmydaughteruseyoursurnamenowdid

you?

Me:doyouevenknowwheretogo?

Him:Ialreadyspoketoyourmotheraweekago

Iwasn'tgoingtoaskwhenandhowhegotmy

mother'snumber.Iwantedtobutthefeelingof

wetnessflowingbetweenmylegsshiftedmy

focus.Didmywaterjustbreak?



Me:youneedtocomehomerightnow

Him:I'dlovetobabybutI'mswamped

Me:mywaterjustbrokesounswampyourself

Ihungup.Iwasinpanicmode,I'mscared,I'm

notreadyandI'mnotprepared.Myheartbeatis

at2000beatsperminuteandsuddenlyI'm

sweating.MindyouIhaven'tmovedfromwhere

I'mstanding.I'minabitofahazewhichIbreak

outofwhenIfeelsomeone'shandsonmy

shoulders.Ismilefaintly

Qhawe:areyouOK?

Ishrugmyshoulders.Idon'tknowanything

rightnow

Him:areyouinpain?

Againmyanswerisintheformofshrugged

shoulders

Him:GuguI'mgoingtoneedyoutofocus

Me:focus?



Him:yesfocus.Areyouinpain?

Itakeinadeepbreath,slowlyexhaleandtryto

focus.I'mnotinpain

Me:I'mnotinpain

Him:OKgood.Takeabathwhilewewaitfor

yourboyfriend

Me:OK.Pleasemakemeacupofteawith

vanillamilk

Him:OK

Idon'twanttotakethestairssoIuseaguest

bathroomdownstairs.Ilayinthewarmwater,

myeyesshutasItrytoprocessallthat'sabout

tohappen.I'mabouttohaveababy.Awhole

babyisabouttocomeoutofmypunani.My

heartstartsracingagainandI'mbackinpanic

mode.Afterwhatfeelslikeacenturyoftryingto

calmdown,Qhawewalksinwithmycupoftea.

I'mstalknakedandhonestlyIdon'tcare.I

alreadyhavealotgoingon,myboyfriend'stwin



seeingmenakedwillnotbothermerightnow

Me:thankyou

Him:Loyisoisonhisway

Me:OK

Hewalksout.Idrinktheteaintinysipsandit

doeswondersformynerves.Mymanwalks

intothebathroomasIfinishthecup

Loyiso:whatarewedoing?

Me:drinkingteainthebathtub

Him:why?

Me:Idon'tknow

Him:weshouldgettothehospital.I'vealready

toldthemwearecoming

Me:OKgivemeafewminutes

Hewalksoutafterkissingme.Ilayinthe

bathtubuntilIfallasleep.Idon'tknowwhat

Qhaweputinthatteabutithasdonewonders.I



wakeupwhenIfeelmyselfbeingliftedfromthe

bathtub

Me:Loyiso

Him:getdressedplease.I'vealreadypackeda

bagforyouandthebaby

Iscreamaswhatfeelslikeperiodpainshitsme

likeawave.Heplacesmeonthebed

Him:weneedtogetyoutothehospital

Inod.I'mclosetotearsbecauseofthepainof

myuterusbeingshredtopeaces.Whenweget

tothehospital,I'mtoldI'mnotreadytopopyet.

Atthismomentthepainisunbearable,myback

isonfire,myuterusisbeingtornapartandI

can'tdothis.Iwasinlaborfor17hrsbeforeI

gavebirthtomydaughter.I'veneverseena

babywithsomuchhairinmylife.Loyiso

squeezedmyhandastheytookhertoget

cleanedup.Ilookedathimandsmiled.Iwas

exhaustedbutIsmiled



Loyiso:wedidit

Me:issheOK?

Him:sheisperfectnanazi

Qhawebroughtmyangeltous,hewas

assistingwiththebirthandhehadcheckedher

aftertheyhadcleanedherup.Heplacedheron

mychest,hertinyeyesopenedforafew

secondsthenclosedagain

Me:wow

Loyiso:what?

Me:sheisgorgeous

Loyiso:justlikehermother

Ilaughedassheattemptedshovingherfistin

hermouth.Herfathergotuptotakeherand

laidheronhischest.Shelookedsotinyagainst

hischestbutthesightwastrueperfection

Me:Iloveyouguys



Qhawe:weloveyoutoo

Ilaughed

Loyiso:heisanidiotthisone.Weloveyoutoo

mommy
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"Ba•by(noun)

Alittlebitofheavensentdowntoearth"

GUGULETHU

Loyiso:youknowthereisonlyaweekleftright?

Me:IknowbutIcan'tseemtocomeupwitha

name.Youarenothelpingeither

Ourdaughteris3weeksoldandwehavebeen

goingthroughthemostwithnamingher.None

ofthenamesLoyisocomesupwithseemfit

andrightforher.Sheisgorgeous,totallyher



father'sdaughterbutIjustcan'ttrustthenames

hethinksof

Him:nanaziI'vecomeupwithnames,youjust

don'twantthem

Me:becausetheyareaverage.Idon'twantmy

childhavinganaveragename

Him:Igiveuponyou.Ihavetotakeyourother

kidstoschool

Ilookedatmydaughterwhoisfastasleepnext

tomeandIwascomplete.NowIunderstand

Abongiwe'sobsessionwithherkids.Kidsjust

fillaspaceyoudidn'tevenrealizewasthere.I

alreadyknowjusthowmuchthislittleonewill

begettingspoiled.Therewasasoftknockon

thedoorandthesquadranin

Sambulo:isthebabysleepingmama?

Me:yessheissoyouhavetobequiet

Xoloh:canIkissherLulu?



Me:gorightaheadsweetie

Iwatchedassheplacedasoftpeckonthe

baby'sforehead.Thetwinskissedhercheek

thenkissedmycheek

Sabelo:byebyebaby.Byebyemama

Me:byebigboy.Iloveyouguys

Them:loveyoutoo

Theyranoutagain.Idon'tknowhowmany

timesI'vetoldthemtonotruninthehousebut

dotheylisten?Notachance.Ireachedformy

phonewhichwasvibratingonthepedestal.I

rolledmyeyeswhenIsawwhowascalling

Me:mama

Mom:Guguunjani?

Me:ngyaphilamama.Unjani?

Her:hayinamingyaphila

Therewasanawkwardsilencewhichirritated



mebecauseshedidcallforareason,shemust

justgettoit

Her:unjaniumntanakho?

Me:uright

Her:OK.UhmGugumntanamaccordingtoour

culture,youshouldhavebeenhereforthe

damages

Me:themoneyisyoursmama.I'msureSophie

willappreciateit

Againshepaused.Justheavybreathing

throughthespeaker

Her:Idon'tdrinkanymore.I'mnotwellGugu

Me:thengoseeadoctormama.I'mnota

doctormina.Youhavemoney.Goseeadoctor

Her:myliverisnogood.ThedoctorssayIneed

tohaveanoperationanditsexpensive

Me:IjusthadababyminamamaandI'mnot

workingsoanginamali



Her:Iunderstandmntanam.Kissmygrandchild

forme.Somilangayeloyomuntu

Me:byebyemama

Ihungup,huffedloudlybeforeplacingthe

phonebackonthepedestal.Igotoutofbed,

tookaquickshowerwhilethebabysleptand

whenIgotout,herfatherwasback.Iquickly

moisturized,gotdressedthenpumpedmilkfor

her

Loyiso:whyamIfindingyoupumpingmilkfor

ourchildsosexy?

Ilaughedwhilegivinghimthesideeye

Him:I'mevenhardyaz

Heissuchanidiot,himandQhaweareoneand

thesamething.SadlyQhaweonlystayedfora

week,hecouldn'tkeephishandsoffhisniece

andIenjoyedhavinghimaround

Me:Igotacallfrommymother



Him:really?Uthini?

Itoldhimaboutmyconversationwithmommy

dearestandthelookhegavemedidn'tsitwell

withme

Me:what?

Him:yourmotherissickGugu

Me:sheisn'tsick.Shejustwantsattention.She

isalonenowandsuddenlywemusttakecareof

herwhereasshefailedtotakecareofus?

Hesighed.Hewasannoyingmeaswell

becausehedoesn'tknowhowslythatwoman

is.Iknowher,thegood,thebadandtheugly

sideofher

Him:nanazidon'tletyourpastchangethe

personyouare.Helpher,notforherbutforyou

andYamkelani

Me:Yamkelani?

Henoddedwiththebiggestsmileonhisface.



Thisis200timesbetterthanthenameshehas

beencomingupwith

Me:Ilikeit.Youknowmymotherisalready

forcingherwayintomychild'slife.Busytelling

methatsomilangayeumntanam

Againhesmiled,oneeyebrowraisedthistime

Me:yini?

Him:Somila-ngayeYamkelaniSmith

Me:babyno

Him:babyyes.Thisisourfirstchildtogether.

Thefirstrealcommitmentinourrelationship

andwewillgrow,strengthenandbuildastrong

family

Nowmymotherhasindirectlynamedmychild.

Wefilledinthehomeaffairsforms,wewere

goingtosubmitthemthenextdayforherbirth

certificate.Whenshewokeup,Ichangedher

diaperthengaveherfatherthebottletofeed



herwhileIwentdownstairstothrowthedirty

diaperaway

Me:Mbali?

Thereshewaschillinginthekitchenwitha

sandwichandaglassofjuiceinfrontofher

Mbali:heyGugu

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?Shouldn'tyoube

oncampus?

Her:I'mdoneforthedaysoIthoughtIshould

comearoundandseemyniece

Ilookedattheclockonthekitchenwallandit

was9:35.Howisshedoneforthedayat9:35?I

tossedthediaperinthebinandjoinedher

Me:what'sgoingon?

Her:nothing.Ijustcametoseeyouguys

Me:hmmmIsee.I'llbringyourniecedown

whensheisdoneeating



Her:OK

Me:I'mstillwaitingfortheJuneresultsnjalo

Mbali

Her:akhona.Ijustforgotthemattheflat

Shewaslying.Shedidn'tforgetthem,sheleft

themonpurpose

Me:hmmm

MbalispentthedaywithSomilawhileLoyiso

andIstayedlockedupinourroom

Loyiso:howmanyweeksbeforewecanhave

sexagain?

Me:howoldisSomila

HesmiledandIjustpretendednottoseehim

Me:Loyisohowoldisshe?

Him:3weeks

Me:we'llhavesexin9weeks

Him:rhangabekuyanyiwa.Doctorsaidafter



6weeksyou'llbefine.

Me:culturally

Him:stoprightthere.MysurnameisSmith,we

don'thaveculture

Icouldn'thelpbutlaugh,heisanidiotthisone

andIstoppedtakinghimseriouslyalongtime

ago.Hisphonerangandhesmiledbefore

answeringit

*

*

LOYISO

Me:helloMrsSmith

Mom:don'thelloMrsSmithme,openthisgate

Iquicklysatuponthebed.Shecan'tbehere,

canshe?ImeansheismymotherandIloveher

butsheknowsshehastocallbeforecoming

here



Me:whichgatemama?

Her:thegatesofheaven.I'mtalkingaboutthe

gatetoyourhouse

IfIwasn'tsoshocked,I'dfindthatfunny.I

quicklyhungupthengotoffthebed.Whatis

mymotherevendoingandwhydidn'tanyone

warnmeshewascominghere

Gugu:andnow?

Me:mymomisatthegate

Her:whichgate?

Me:theoneoutsidethishouse

IthoughtIwasinpanicmodebutGugujust

unlockedanewlevelofpanic

Her:shouldIchange?MustIcovermyhead?

Me:babyrelax.It'sjustmymother

Her:justyourmother?Loyisoareyouinsane?

Ipeckedherlips.Shemustjustrelax



Me:dowhatevermakesyoucomfortable.Let

megoopenthegate

Iwalkedoutourbedroomandwentdownstairs.

Themomentshewalkedin,shewasalready

shouting

Me:heymom.Ididn'tknowyouwerevisiting

Mom:ImissmygrandkidsandapparentlyI

haveanewonethatyoudidn'ttellmeabout

BeforeIcouldrespond,IfeltherMKbag

againstmyshoulder

Me:ouchmama.Itolddad,Ithoughthetold

you

Iwasrubbingthepainoutofmyshoulder.Now

Iunderstandwhythesebagsaresoexpensive.I

followedherintotheloungewhereNanaand

MbaliwerewatchingTVwhileSomilaslept

peacefullyonthecouchsuckingonherthumb

Mom:uthiwhodidyoutellaboutthischild?



Me:Itolddad.Ithoughthewouldtellyou

Her:isthisSoso'schild?

Me:sheismine

Her:hmmmandwhichoneisthemother

betweenthesetwo?

Me:hawmamayou'vemetGugubefore.Sheis

upstairs

ShesatdownnexttoSomila,pickedherupand

wakingherintheprocess.Iwatchedasmy

mom'ssmilewidenedasshestaredather

granddaughter

Me:Nanapleasemakemymothersomething

toeat

Nana:OKbhuti

Mbali:I'llhelpher

Inoddedastheydisappearedtowardsthe

kitchen.AfterawhileGuguwalkedinwitha

doekonherheadandwearingalongmaxi



dress.IwantedtolaughbutIdidn'twantto

makeheruncomfortable

Gugu:helloma

MymomlookedupandsmiledatGugu.My

momisjustthatkindofperson,warmand

sweetuntilyougiveherareasontotreatyou

sometypeofway

Mom:helloGugu

Theyexchangedhugs.Mymompattedthespot

nexttoherwheremydaughterwassleepingnot

solongago,indicatingthatGugushouldsit

there

Mom:soYouguysdecidedtohaveasecret

baby?

GuguandIlockedeyesandIwatchedhow

scaredshesuddenlywas.Wearenevergoing

toheartheendofthissecretbabybusiness.
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Insert30

"Dearmotherinlaw:thankyouforraisingthe

manofmydreams"

GUGULETHU

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.HonestlyIdidn't.I

thoughtLoyisohadtakencareofhissideofthe

family,itishisfamilyafterallandwhatmade

mattersworseisthatI'mnotknowntohis

motherashisgirlfriend.WhenImether,Iwas

justafriend.Evenwhenwewenttofetchthe

boys,wedidn'tactuallyadmittodatingbutIgot

thefeelingthatitwasobvious

Loyiso:secretbaby?Reallymom?

Lwa:shouldIaddsecretgirlfriendaswell?I

don'tknowwhatiswrongwithyoukids?Why

doyoumakeusseemlikeweare

unapproachable?



Loyisoreleasedasighashescratchedhishead.

ThisisbetweenhimandhismothersoIdon't

knowifIshouldleaveorstay

Loyiso:mamait'snotthatdeep.Ireallythought

dadtoldyou

Lwa:whydidn'tyoutellme?I'myourmother

Loyiso.CanyouimaginehowhurtIwaswhen

Sosotoldmeyouhadanotherchild?

Hervoicewasbreakingshewasclosetotears

butLoyisostillthoughtshewasbeingdramatic

Me:I'msorrywedidn'ttellyouma.Wehadno

intentionofexcludingyoufromSomila'slife

Sheliftedherheadup,probablytostopthe

tearsfromrollingdown.Iunderstoodherpain

atthismoment,itsprobablythesamepainmy

motherfeels.Theonlydifferencebeingthatmy

motherdeservestheexclusionwhereasLwa

doesn't.NanaandMbalibroughtinfingerfoods

withjuicebutIofferedtomakeheracupoftea



justtocalmherdown

Mbali:Ihavetogo

Me:already?

Her:yeahIhavetomeetupwithmystudy

group

Me:alrightthen

Wesharedahugandleft.Shewasbeingpicked

upbyacarIdon'tknowbutIwilladdressthat

whenmyboyfriendandhismotherfinallymake

peace.Ibroughttheteatoherthentookmy

daughterfromhersoshecouldeatcomfortably

Lwa:soyouguysareinarelationship?

Loyiso:mamahowlongareyoustaying?

Lwa:youwantmegonealready?

Loyiso:ofcoursenotmama.Ijustwanttoknow

soIcanensurethatyourstayisacomfortable

one



Lwa:hmmm

Shecontinuedsippingonhertea,totally

ignoringLoyiso'squestion.Therestoftheday

Loyiso'smothertookovermychild.Iwashappy

atfirstbutthenthesquadcamehomeandI

wasmissingmyprincess

Sambulo:gogo?

Sabelo:where?

Theybothrantothelounge,climbedonthearm

resttofussovertheirgrandmother.Itwassuch

acutesight,myboysreallyloveLwabutthey

fightoverhersomuch

Sambulo:whendidyoucomeheregogo?And

whatdidyoubringme?

Lwa:Ibroughtyoumyloveandaffection

Sambulo:byebyegogo

Sabelo:yeahbyebyegogo

Theyjumpedoffthearmrest,pickedtheir



schoolbagsuponthefloorandheadedforthe

stairswhilemumblingsomethingtoeachother

Me:changeandcomedowntoeat

Lwa:Gugucomesitwithme

Itookinadeepbreaththenslowlyexhaled

beforesittingdownnexttoher.Somilawas

nowasleepinhergrandmother'sarms

Lwa:Gugu

Me:ma

Her:asmuchasheisagrownman,hewill

alwaysbemypreciousbabyboy

Inodded.Ididn'tknowwherethiswasgoingbut

Istilllistened

Her:Loyisohasbeenthroughalot,hehashad

hislifecompletelydestroyedonlytohaveto

rebuilditagain

Iquicklyswallowedthelumpthatwasforming

inmythroat.AsmuchasIknowofLoyiso's



history,hearingitalloveragaindoesn'tmakeit

easiertounderstand

Her:asmuchasI'mnothappythathehid

Somilafromme,Iunderstandthatheis

guardednow.It'syourjobashisgirlfriendand

motherofhischildtohelphimbreakdown

thosewallshehasbuiltaroundhimself.Ican

tellthathereallydoesloveyouandyouguys

havethisbeautifulinnocentsoultogether.Ican

alsotellthatyoulovehim

IsmiletomyselfatthethoughtofhowmuchI

lovethatman.HelovesmethewayIwanttobe

loved,heworshipsthegroundIwalkon,heis

kindandanamazingfather.Heisn'tperfectbut

heisperfectforme

Her:youalsolovethosekidsasiftheyareyour

ownandassomeonewhogotintoa

relationshipAlreadyhavinghadkidsandmet

someonewhotreatedmykidsashisown,I

alwayscommendthat



MysmilebroadensatthethoughtofSabeloand

Sambulo.I'vegottentothepointwherebyI

can'timaginemylifewithoutthem.Theyhave

completedmylifeinwaysIcan'tevenexpress

inwords.Ilovethoseboys

Her:I'mgoingtobeherefor3months.Justto

helpyouwiththebaby,sharingmyown

knowledgeonhowthingsaredone.Duringthat

timeIhopewecangettoknoweachotheralot

better.Somilamakesusfamilynow

Thiswomeniseverythingyou'dwantina

mother,aunt,grandmotherorwhatever.

Definitelynotamonster-in-law

Me:I'dappreciatethatma

Her:I'mglad.AnotherthingI'dliketoknow,are

yourparentsstillalive?

Me:mymotheris

Her:askhertocomeoveraswell.Itwillbea

greatbondingsession



Myeyeswidenedatthatidea.Mymotherisa

hotmess.Idon'tknowwhethersheiscoming

orgoingandIknowshewilldefinitely

embarrassmetoLoyiso'smother

Me:uhmletmegoputthislittleonedown

ItookSomilaafterhergrandmotherkissedher

forehead.Iplacedhergentlyonherbedinthe

nurserythentookthebabymonitortoourroom.

Herfatherwastypingawayonhislaptopbut

liftedhiseyeswhenheheardmewalkingin

Loyiso:nanazi

Me:heylove

Him:yizapha

Me:holdon

Iwalkedovertotheblinds,openedthesliding

doorthenclosedtheblinds.Thesunwas

settinganyway.Iclimbedonthebed,heclosed

thelaptopandplaceditonthepedestalbefore



liftingmeuptorestmyheadonhischest.Ifelt

hiswarmlipsonmyforehead

Him:uright?

Inodded

Me:justabittired.Yourmomisstayingfor

3months

Him:3what?Dadisn'tgoingtoallowthatwhich

meanshewillcomehere.YesesI'mgoingto

haveLwaandSosoinmyhousefor3months

Me:yep

Him:doIhavetheoptionofmovingout?

Ishookmyheadwhilelaughing.Idon'tmindhis

parentsbeinghere,theyarenicepeople

Me:yourmomwantsmetocallmymotherover

Him:yesthatwouldbegreat.ThatwaySomila

canbondwithbothhergrandparents

Igavehimthat"seriously"look,makinghim



shrughisshoulders

Him:itsjustasuggestionangel

Me:doesitmakemeabadpersonthatIdon't

wantmymotherhereorevennearmychild?

Him:youhaveyourreasonsandI'mnotgoing

tojudgeyou

Me:but?

Hedrewinadeepbreath,exhaledslowlythen

tookapause

Me:Loyiso

Him:everyonedeservesasecondchance

Me:Idon'twanthertodestroymychildlikeshe

hurtmysistersandI

Him:giveitatry.Ifshecomeshere,shecan

seethedoctorsthatsheneedstosee.Itsa

goodideamylove

Isighed



Me:Idon'tlikeit

Heliftedmyheadwithhisfingersandoureyes

locked.Icouldn'thelpbutsmileasIlookedat

myhandsomeman.I'msoinlovewithhim.I

don'tthinkI'veeverfeltthiswayaboutanyone.

NotevenBonga.HeeehspeakingofBonga,I

neverheardfromhimagainafterthedayhe

calledme.Itsgoodthough,Idon'tneed

complicationsinmyliferightnowanyway

Him:I'mgoingtofetchyourmothertomorrow

Me:OK

Him:IloveyousomuchGugu

Me:IknowandIloveyoumoretatakhe

Hismouthcurvedintoasmileashebroughtmy

faceclosertohisandkissedme.
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"Nothingcouldhavepreparedmeforthis.



Nothing"

GUGULETHU

Loyisowasrightaboutonething,OKmaybe

abouttwoorthreethingsbuttheonethat

standsoutthemostisthatofhowhisdadis

incapableofsurvivingwithouthismother

Soso:Lwandileyoulied

Lwarolledhereyeswhileshetriedveryhardto

hidethesmileonherface.Sosohadjust

walkedinthroughthedoortofindhiswifeand

mymotherinthelounge.Surprisinglymy

motherhasbeenquitecivil,notevenastench

ofalcoholandsheadoresmykids.Shehas

madeithernormtoremindmethatshewon't

embarrassmeinfrontofthesepeople

Lwa:whatdidIlieabout?

Soso:howdid2daysturnto3months?You



saidyouareleavingfortwodays.2days

MaHadebenottherestofourlives

Lwa:restofourlivesSmith?Youareso

dramatic

SheplacedSomilainmyarmsandapproached

herhusband.Thewaytheylookedateachother,

onetryingtobefakeangryandtheotherone

failingatignoringherhusband.Lwawrapped

herarmsaroundSoso'sneckandsmiled

gracefully

Lwa:youarehere

Soso:andIwouldn'twanttobeanywhereelse

Lwa:I'mgladyouarehere

Sososmiled

Soso:canIbegreetedproperlynow?

Theystartedkissing,itsalwaysbeautifulto

witnesslastinglove.Itgivestherestofushope

Loyiso:guyscomeon.Seriously?



Me:leavethemalone

Loyiso:no.Mom!Dad!Getaroomplease

Soso:giveusaroom

Loyiso:youguysdorealizehowoldyouare

right?Youaregrandparents

Soso:so?Iprobablylastlongerinthesackthan

youdo

Loyiso:IthinkI'mgoingtobesick

NanahelpedSosowithhisluggageandhimand

hiswifelockedthemselvesintheirroomallday.

LwahadbeenhereforaweekandSosojoined

her.ItsaSaturdayafternoon,Somilajustturned

amontholdsoherfatherisgoingalloutforthe

littlecelebration.Mostofhisfamilymembers

arecomingoverfordinner

Mom:Ihaveanappointmentwiththedoctor

tomorrow.Pleasedrivemethere

Me:whattime?



Her:at11

Me:OKI'lltakeyou.Maybewecanhavelunch

withMbaliafterwards

Mymotherloweredherhead.HerandMbali

don'treallygetalong,actuallynoneofmy

sistersgetalongwithmymother.Wetolerate

herbecausesheisourmotherandwecan't

exactlypretendlikeshenolongerexists

Her:youknowshehatesmeGugu

Me:shedoesn'thateyoumama.Shejustneeds

time

Her:I'msorryforthewayItreatedyou.

EspeciallywenaGugu,youdon'tdeserve

everythingIputyouthrough

Me:stopapologizingmama.Wespokeaboutit

andwe'veputitbehindus.Nouseinmebeing

bitteraboutthepast

TwoweekslaterIhadmycheckupjustto



checkifIhavehealeddownthereandofcourse

Loyisowasrightnexttome

Dr:how'sthelittleone?

Loyiso:gettingmorebeautifulwithevery

passingday

Thedoctorcheckedmeandeverythingwasfine.

Stitcheshadhealedcompletely

Loyiso:sowecanhavesexagain?

Ihithisarm.Hewasannoyingmeandbeing

inappropriaterightnowbutthedoctorseemed

amusedbymyboyfriend'sstupidity

Loyiso:Iwanttoknowhaw

Dr:medicallyyesbutitalldependsonhow

Gugufeelsaboutit

Loyiso:ohsheisashornyasIam

I'vehadenoughofhimyaz,I'mclosetojust

leavinghiminthishospital



Me:thankyoudoc

Theridehomewasanannoyingone,hadI

knownthatthiswasgoingtohappen,Iwould

havebroughtSambulowith.That'soneperson

thatknowshowtohandleLoyiso.Hisparents

excluded.

Me:wherearewegoing?

Loyiso:yousaidyouarenottalkingtome

Me:becauseyouwereannoyingmeandthisis

nottheroutetothehouse

Him:stayannoyedkemyloveandthat's

becausewearenotgoinghome

Isideeyedhim,clearlyshowingmyannoyance

andhejustblewmeakiss.Afterdrivingfor

whatfeltlikealifetime,wereachedour

destination.Itwasalakeresort,beautiful,quiet

andperfect

Me:thisplaceisbeautiful



Him:ourplaceforthenextcoupleofhours

Myeyesbeamedwithexcitement.Lordknows

howmuchI'vebeenneedingsomethinglikethis.

Hegotoutthecar,cametomysideandopened

mydoor

Him:mylady

Hehadhishandstretchedoutformetotake

andIdid.Hecuppedmyface,kissedmeslowly

thenpulledmybottomlipbetweenhisteeth

Him:hmmm

Me:behave

Him:Idon'tknowwhatthatwordmeans

Whilehesortedoutourcheckingin,Icalled

Nanatocheckonmydaughterandsheassured

methatmyheartwasfine.IknowIshouldbe

feelingbadfornotmissingherrightnowbutI

don't.Aslongassheisfine,Icanrelax

Him:whatdoyouwanttodofirst?



Me:massage

Him:byme?

Me:byaprofessional

Him:hmm

Letmetranslatequickly,what"hmm"meansin

Loyisolanguageis"that'swhatyouthink".He

removedhisT-shirtandIfindmyselfstaringat

hisabs,maybeIamashornyasheis,Ijust

hadn'trealizedit.I'minatrancewhichisbroken

bythesoundsofhislaughter

Him:youaregettingdroolalloveryourdress

nanazi

Me:mxm.I'mgoingtonapthengoformy

massage

Him:I'llgiveyouamassage

Ifrown

Me:wena?



Henodswhileunbucklinghispantsand

droppingthejeanstothefloor.NowI'mstaring

ateverythingthatissexyabouthim.Itsallout

intheopen.Ifeelthemoisturebetweenmylegs

andquicklypressmythighstogether

Him:ifyoustillwantmoreafterthat,I'lltakeyou

tothespa

Me:whatareyouupto?

Hesmiles.Heisdefinitelyuptosomething.The

massagehegivesisfromtheheavens,his

stronghandsworkedmybodywellbecauseI

fellasleeprightinthemiddleofhistouches.

WhenIwakeup,I'vediedandgonetoheaven.

Loyisohashismouthonmypussy,tongue

fuckingthelifeoutofme

Me:baby

Heignoresmebutcontinuesdoingthemost

betweenmylegs.Slowlyeatingmeout,

enjoyingmeasifI'mhisfavoritemeal.Ifeelmy



insidesturntowarmicecream,gettingme

readyforaction.Mybackarchesandmytoes

curl,I'mholdingontothesheetsfordearlife,

grippingandpullingthem.Thismanisasex

god.Ifeelafingerslowlyslideinsidemy

wetness,asecondfollowsandImoanhisname

loudly.MyhandgoesforhisheadandIridehis

face,fuckinghistongueandhisfingers

Me:Loyiso

HistongueisflickingonmyclitrapidlyandI

canfeelmyorgasmgettingcloser.Athird

fingerentersmebutnotwheretheother2are,

insteadhefingersmyanusanditsoverforme.

Mytoesarecurledintheair,legswideopenand

Isquirt.Mybodyshakesandspasmsallover

thebedwhileImakeonehellofamess

Him:I'vemissedyourmessyorgasms

Idon'trespond,I'munabletospeakrightnow,I

needamomentor20.Heremoveshimself



frombetweenmylegs,climbsontopofme,

kissesmylipsmakingmetastemyself.Thetip

ofhispenisisatmyopening,I'mgrindingonit,

tryingtogetitin

Him:lookwhoisinarushnow

Me:fuckyou

Heslidesin,stretchingmyvaginalwallsandI

screaminecstasy

Him:shiiiit

Hequicklypullsouragain.Ishakemybodyin

frustration

Me:whatthefuck?

Him:I'mtryingtomakethislastbaby.Ialmost

came

Heslammedintomeagain,restedforafew

secondsthenmadeslowpassionatelovetome.

Hishandscaressedmybody,coveringevery

inch.I'vemissedthis,I'vemissedhavinghim



insidemeandI'vemissedhavinghimworship

mybodylikethis.Wemakeloveandreachour

climaxatthesametimebeforehecollapses

nexttome.Hekissesmyforeheadthenpulls

metolayonhischest

Him:Iloveyounanazi

Iliftmyheadfromhischest,oureyesmeetand

hekissesmedeeply.Iwantthisfortherestof

mylife,justhimandourkids.Ourownhappily

everafter

Me:Iloveyoumorebabazi.Morethanlifeitself

andmorethananythingintheworld

TwoweekslaterIstillhavethataftersexglow,

ngihappyanditsevidenteventoablindman

Me:morningma

Lwa:morningGugu.Needahand?

Me:nahI'vegotitma.I'malmostdone

Shesitsonthehighchair,Ipourheracupof



coffeeandafterawhileherhusbandjoinsus.I

makehimacupofteasinceheisn'tacoffee

fan.BreakfastisreadyawhileLatersoIlaythe

tablewiththehelpofmymanwhocan'tseem

tokeephishandsoffme.
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Itsbeen4weekssinceGuguandIstarted

havingsexagainanditfeelsamazing.Hernew

bodyhasbecomemyweaknessandIthinkI

loveherevenmorenow

Me:areyougoingtobeOKwithoutme?

Gugu:yourparentsarehere,mysistersarehere,

Nanaishereandmymotherisalsohere



ThereisabitofdramawithQhawe'sfamilythat

weneedtosortout.OKmaybeitsmorethan

justabitbecauseitsquitehecticandI'mjust

hopingwecandealwithitproperlywithout

losingourminds.IpullGuguintomyarms,how

isitthatI'malreadymissingherbutIhaven't

left

Her:I'llbefinebabe.ThekidsandIwillbefine

Me:nosextoyswhileI'mgone

Her:howlongareyougoingtobegonefor?

Me:I'mnotsure

Shecockshereyebrowatmewhilegivingmea

slygrin

Me:mamakaSomilaImeanit.

Her:I'llsee.Thatshouldbemotivationforyou

tocomebacksoon

Me:I'lltrybaby

Afterbreakfast,Isaidmygoodbyesandheaded



fortheairport.ItsthemiddleofSeptemberbut

itsstillabitchillysoIgetcoffeebefore

boardingthefamilyjet.WhenwelandinJo'burg,

QhaweiswithNamiandalreadywaitingforme

Me:tchinkwedinnguwelo

Nami:molotata

Weshakehands,thiskidisalmostastallasI

amnow.Ishakehandswithmyphotocopywho

isn'thisusualcrazyandannoyingself

Qhawe:awulambanga?

Me:I'mgoodbro.IhadbreakfastbeforeIleft

Durban

Him:welllet'sfindacafenyanasoIcanfillyou

inbeforeweheadtothehouse

Inodinagreement.Afterthrowingmybagin

thetrunk,wefindacafe,orderbeveragesand

trytorelax.IsaytrytobecauseIcan'tevenfake

relaxationrightnow



Me:sowhat'sgoingon

Qhawesighs,shakeshisheadwhileclenching

hisfists.Anyonethatknowsthebothofus

knowthatI'mtheonewiththetemperand

Qhaweisthemorecalmandunderstandingone

Me:ndoda

Qhawe:Olwethuispregnant

Me:what?UmithiuOlwethu?Njani?

Qhawe:njani?Hehfondinumithaunjaniumuntu?

Me:stupidquestion.I'mjustshocked.Olwethu

isababy,howisshepregnant?Ujolenini

uOlwethuazeamithenje?

Qhawegavemealookthattoldmethatmy

questionsareannoyinghim.Wesatinsilence

forawhile,Ireallycouldn'tcometotermswith

thethoughtofOlwethubeingpregnant.Ijust

hadababy2mothsagoandnowmydaughteris

pregnant.Itjustmakesnosensekum



Qhawe:noOlwamiumithisile

Me:nomahnQhaweyoucan'tbeseriousright

now.Thetriosare17,itmakesnosensethat

theyarehavingbabies

Qhawe:Ijustwantyoutohandleyonkelento

LoyisobecauseIalreadyfeellikeI'mgoingto

killsomeone

Iwasthefirstoneuponmyfeetindicatingthat

Iwasreadytoleave.Mybloodfeltlikeitwas

boiling,I'mnotevenatthelevelof

disappointmentyet,I'mpissedashellrightnow.

OnamidrovetoQhawe'shouse

Me:OnamiIcouldmovefasterthanyouare

drivingbywalking.Ifyoucan'tdrivethecar,give

ittometodrive

Nami:speedlimitnjenatata

MyphonerangjustasIwasabouttotellhimup

fuckthespeedlimit.ApictureofSomilaflashed

onmyscreenrightbelowhermother'sname.I



declinedthecallandhungup.Eventuallywegot

tothehouse,Istormedthroughthefrontdoor

andmyeyesweregreetedbythoseofSihle

Sihle:Loyiso

Me:whereisshe?

Sihle:who?

Me:Olwethu

Sihledidn'trespondwhichinfuriatedmemore

Me:NosihleI'mnotgoingtorepeatmyself

Sihle:akekho

Me:suxoka

Hereyeswentfromminetothoseofher

husbandwhojustwalkedpastherlikesheisn't

evenintheroom.Olwamiwalkedinthroughthe

doorandthemomenthesawmeitwasasifhis

bloodwentcold

Lwami:molwenitata



Me:nyolweninyolweniyamasimba.Whereis

yoursister?

Lwami:sheisuhmshe's

Me:thethaindoda.Uphi?

Sihle:sheissafeLoyiso.Youguysneedtocalm

downbeforeyoudosomethingyouwillregret

Idon'tknowwhereQhawehadgonetobuthe

returnedwithadumpyofcastlelitethathe

gavetome

Qhawe:hermotherIsHidingher.Sihleenjoys

thatmychildispregnant.Uyayivuyelalonto

andithimamakhe

*

*

GUGULETHU

Iwasgoingoutofmymindwithworry,neither

LoyisonorQhawewereansweringtheirphones.

Sihlesphonegoesstraighttovoicemail.What



mademattersworseisthatSomilawouldn't

stopcryingandhertemperaturekeptrising

Me:I'mtakinghertothedoctor

Mom:haveyoutriedpanado?

Me:I'vetriedeverythingmama.Nothingis

working

Lwa:OKdon'tcryGugu.Shewon'tstopcryingif

youstartcrying

IgaveSomilatoLoyiso'smotherandjust

droppedonthecouch,sobbingloudly.Why

won'theanswerhisphoneandwhywon'tmy

daughterstopcrying?Hehasn'tbeengonefor

24hrsbutIalreadyfeellikeI'mfallingapart

withouthim.Mymothergavemeajerseyand

slipperswhileLoyiso'smotherdressedSomila

warmly

Soso:masambe

Lwa:youcanstaylove.I'vegotthis



Soso:I'mnotstaying.You'vegotthisbutyou

needsomeonetohaveyouaswell

Atthehospital,Somilawasadmittedforthe

fever.Ifoundpeacewhenshestoppedcrying.I

don'tthinkI'veeverbeenthisscaredinmylife,

thethoughtofmybabybeinginpainand

uncomfortablehasscaredthelifeoutofme

Dr:Smith?

IwasuponmyfeetbeforeLoyiso'sparents

Me:yes

Dr:sheisgoingtobeOK.Herfeverhasgone

downbutI'mgoingtokeepherforafewmore

hoursjusttomakesuresheiswellenoughto

gohome

Me:OKdoc.Thankyousomuch.Areyousure

sheisgoingtobeOK?

Dr:I'msurema'am.Itsagoodthingyoubrought

herinimmediately.Itsnothingseriousbut



becausesheisstillababy,itcouldhavegone

badly

InodandheleavesmewhileIbreathasighof

relief.WherethefuckareyouLoyiso?I'vebeen

callinghimandhehasn'tbotheredtoreturnmy

calls.Heisasgoodasdeadtomerightnow

becauseIdon'tunderstandwhat'smore

importantthanhiskidsatthismoment.Around

6pmwetakeSomilahome,sheissleeping

peacefullynowwithhersootherinhermouth.

Me:neverscaremelikethatagainmyangel

MyphoneringsasIplaceherinhercrib.Iclick

mytonguewhenIseeherfather'snameonmy

screen.Ikissmydaughter'sfacebeforeleaving

hernursery.Idon'answerLoyiso'scalluntilthe

10thcall

Me:hm

Loyiso:I'vebeencallingyou.What'swrongwith

you?Whyhaven'tyoubeenansweringyour



phone?

Me:mxmkonjeyouansweredyourswhenI

calledyou

Him:whymustyoubesopetty?Iwasbusy

whenyoucalled

Me:yourdaughterwasinhospitalkebhutiwhile

youwerebusy

Silence.Icouldhearhimbreathingbuthe

wasn'tsayinganythingandIwasn'taboutto

sayanythingaswell.After5minsofsilencehe

hungup.Mxnloyisocangotohellyaz.Ifhe

knowswhat'sgoodforhimhebettercome

hometomorrow.Iputmyphoneinthecharger

thenranmyselfabath.Ipouredintherelaxing

oilsandbathfoamandsoakedmyselfin.IfI

wasn'tbreastfeedingI'dloveaglassofwine

rightnow.WhenIwasdonebathingIworemy

gownwithslippersthenwenttofindsomething

toeat.AmahlewasinthekitchenwithMbalibut



themomentIwalkedin,theykeptquiet

Amahle:sisGuguIthouhtulele

Me:hmm

Itookmyfoodouttheoven,warmeditthen

pouredmyselfaglassofjuice.Mysisterskept

exchangingglancesandlookingatme

Me:what'sgoingon?

Mbali:uhmnothing.UrightuSomila?

Me:yeahuright

Amahle:ubhutiLoyisouzobuyanini?

Me:why?

Mbali:justaskingnjeGugu,noreason

Iplacedmyspoonontheplateandlookedat

them.TheybetterstarttalkingbeforeIloseit

withthebothofthem

Me:what'sgoingon?

Amahle:Olwethuishere



Ifrownedinconfusion.TheonlyOlwethuIknow

isQhawe'sdaughterwhoisAmahle's

roommateatboardingschool

Me:Huh

Amahledisappearedintoherroomandcame

backwithOlwethuwholookedveryscaredand

verypregnant.IswearIchockedonmyfoodas

Igaspedatthesight

Me:startexplainingAmahle

Amahle:shearrived3daysago,thedayafterI

arrived

Me:soshehasbeenherefor3daysandnoone

hasseenher?HerGrandparentsarehere,her

father'stwinishereandyoudecidethebest

placetohideherishere?

Mbali:wearetakinghertotheflatandweneed

yourhelp

Me:I'mnotgettingmyselfinvolvedinthis.I'm



callingLoyiso.Olwethuneedstogobackhome.

Runningawayisn'tgoingtochangeabything

Olwethu:sisGuguyoudon'tunderstand.My

dadsaregoingtokillme,theywillkillSenzo.I

can'tgohome.Atleastnotwhiletheyarestill

thisangry

I'vebeenateenagerandI'veraisedtwoteenage

girls,makingstupidmistakesispartofgrowing

upandIunderstandthatbutthissituation

needsanadult.Rightnowtheadulthastobe

me

Me:sheisn'tgoingtotheflat.She'llstayhere

untilhergrandparentscangetherfathersto

calmdown.Ijustdon'tknowwhenLoyisowill

beback

Olwethu:enkosisisGugu

Ismiledatherweakly.YesesI'dkillSomilaif

shegotpregnantat17.I'mnotonetojudgebut

QhaweandSihlearegoingaboutthisthewrong



way.Achildshouldneverfearherparentto

suchanextent.WhenIwokeupthenextday,I

wasfeelinghotduetothearmsthatwere

holdingmetightly.Itriedtoremovethembuthe

heldmeeventighter

Me:Loyisoletgoofme

Hebreathedloudlywhiletryingtostretch

withoutlettingmego.Iwonderwhenhegotin

sinceIdidn'thearhim.Hekissedmyshoulder

beforereleasinghisholdonme.MxmI'mnotin

themoodforhimorthis.Iturnedtheshower

taponandletitrunwhileIcleansedmyface

thentookashower.NowIhavethethinkonmy

feetwiththisthingkaOlwethu.Ireallywasn't

expectingLoyisotobebacksosoon.Igotout

theshower,moisturizedmybodythenwore

blackjeggings,apeachtanktop,peachblock

heelsandablackleathercroptop.Itiedmy

braidsinatopbunanddecidedtoditchmake

upfortoday.I'malreadyrunninglateanyway



Loyiso:goingsomewhere?

Me:yes

Him:canIdriveyou?

Me:I'malreadyrunninglate

Him:I'lltakeaquickshower.I'llbereadyin

10mins

Me:hmmm

Afterpackingallmynecessitiesforthedayinto

myhandbagIheadeddownstairs.Mymother

waswatchingnewswiththekids.Sambulowas

notimpressedwithwhatwasplayingonTV

Me:morning

Sambulo:mamauyaphi?

Me:greetingnyanabigboy?

Sambulo:molomamamuyaphi?

Me:out

Sambulo:withme?



Ishookmyheadandhisjawdroppedcausing

metolaugh.HeseemedshockedthatI'm

leavinghimbehind

Sambulo:hawmama

Me:I'mgoingtothedoctor.Yousureyouwant

tocome

Sambulo:eish

Hescratchedhishead.Ithoughtasmuch.Their

fathercamedownthestairswithSomilainhis

armslookingfuckensexy.Hetookanapple

fromthefruitbasketthenlefthisdaughterwith

Nana.Ithrewthecarkeysathim,saidmy

goodbyesandwalkedout

Loyiso:whereto?

Me:thehospital

Him:hospital?What'swrong?

Me:lastcheckup

Him:oh



Hehadbeentenseupsincewewokeupthis

morningandmetellinghimthatI'mgoingtothe

hospitaldidn'tmakehimeaseup.Onlythe

soundsoftheradiooccupiedthecarasneither

oneofusspokeasingleword.Afterhavingmy

urinesampletaken,thedoctorcamebackwith

theresultsafewminuteslater

Loyiso:iseverythingOKdoc?Youseemabit

shaken

Nowthathementionsit.Thedoctordoeslook

abitoffashelookedatmyresults

Me:pleasedon'ttellmeIhaveaninfection

Dr:uhmyoudon'thaveaninfection

Me:OKsowhat'swrong?

Dr:youare4weekspregnant
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Me:askies?

Clearlymyhearingwasgettingimpaired

becauseforsomereasonIthinkIjustheard

thatdoctorsayI'mamonthpregnant.My

daughteris10weeksold.Just10weeksandI'm

alreadyknockedup.Whatkindofbunny

hoppinggypsydoesthatmakeme?Ifeel

Loyiso'shandonmineandIquicklyyankit

away,heismyleastfavoritepersonintheworld

rightnow

Dr:I'masshockedasyouarerightnow.Inall

myyearsofbeingadoctor,I'venevercome

acrossthis

Me:uhmnottodoubtyoudocbutareyousure?

Dr:definitelysureMissZulu.Uhm

congratulations?



Isideeyedhim,thisisnotthetimeforhis

silliness.Itookmybagandwalkedout,Loyiso

wasrightbehindme.WhydidIletthisfooldrive

mehere?RightnowIwanttogetoutofhis

sight.Itoldhimthatwehadtowait3months

andhedecidestojumpmein6weekswitha

rawpenis.Whodoesthat?YesesI'mlividwith

anger.

Loyiso:MaZulu

Me:fokof

IhearhissoftchucklesandI'mnotentertained.

Notonebit.IhaveanewjobI'mmeanttostart

inlessthan2months.AjobI'mexcitedabout

butimaginehowIwilllookhavingtogoon

maternityleavejust5monthsafterIstart

working.Iopenedmyowndoorandmadesure

toslamitshut.Itsnotmycaranyway.Whenhe

gotinthecar,hedidn'tstarttheignition

Him:nanazi



Me:takemehome

Him:let'shavebrunch,talkandthengohome

Me:thisisnotthetimetocomeatmewithyour

regularnonsense.Iwanttogohome.Iwantto

beawayfromyouforafewhoursandmaybeI'll

startfindingthesoundofyourvoiceworth

listeningtoafterthat

Him:uyahlanya

Icockedmyeyebrowathimandhewasdead

serious.DidthismanjustsayI'mcrazy?Notin

English,notinhissexyXhosalanguagebutin

mylanguagesoIhearhimclearly.Loyiso

doesn'tknowmeyaz.Iunbuckledtheseatbelt

andhepressedthechildlockbuttonandstarted

thecar

Me:areyoukiddingme?

Him:youarebeingchildishnjenasoI'lluse

childlockonyou.



Iopenedmymouthtosaysomethingbutno

wordscameout.Wow

Him:closeyourmouthnanazibeforeyoumake

mychildcoldandbuckleup

Me:mxm

Thedrivehomewasaquietoneexceptforhis

humming,tappingofthestaringwheel.Hecan't

seriouslybehappyaboutthis.Thereisnoway.I

refusetobelieveit.ThewholetimeI'mthinking

aboutSomila,Loyiso'sparents.Thixotheyare

goingtothinkI'malosegirlthathasnever

heardofcondomsinherlife.YazIshouldhave

seenthiscomingfromthemomenthewanted

toshackuptogether.Hewantstomakemea

babymakingmachine.I'llprobablyneversee

thewallsofanofficeeveragain

Him:youarenotgettingout?

Ihadn'tevenrealizedthatthatwewerehome

already.Itookmybagandheadedforthedoor,



konjethereisahousefullofpeople.Idon't

thinkIcanhandlethemrightnow.Sabeloruns

tomethemomentwewalkin,ignoringhis

fatherwhoisstillhummingtohimself.Theway

heannoysmerightnow

Sabelo:mamam

Me:heyboy

Sabelo:umbonilewenamamauOlwethu?

Forfucksakethereisstillthatdramaontopof

everythingelse?Ican'they.Notrightnow.

Ayingidingale

Loyiso:Olwethu?

HerushedtotheloungewhileIwentupstairs.

I'llgetthedetailslater.RightnowIjustneedto

breathe.WhenIgettotheroom,Itakeallmy

clothesofandstayinmyunderwear,switchthe

TVonthendialMbali'snumber

Mbali:Gugu?



Me:pleasemakemeatoastedhamandcheese

sandwichandbringitupwithaglassofmilk.

AskAmahletobringmydaughter

Her:where?

Me:upstairs

Her:OKtherewasleftoverfruitsowemadea

smoothie.Awuyifuni?

Me:I'llhaveitlater.RightnowIwantmy

daughterandhamandcheese

Ihungup,gotunderthecoversandstarted

thinkingaboutmylife.HadIstayedwithBonga,

I'dprobablynotevenhaveachildnow,letalone

two.WellI'dprobablyberaisingallhischildren

thathehaswithLihle.Honestlymylifeisa

mess.Iplacedmyhandonmystomachand

sighed

Me:yourTimingkodwanana.Sooff

AmahlewalkedincarryingSomila,Sabelo,



SambuloandXolohwererightbehindher.

Me:andthen?

Amahle:thingsaregettingheatedup

downstairssoumamasaidIshouldtakethem

totheplayroom

Me:ohgood

Her:uhmshouldn'tyoubethere?

Me:where?

Her:downstairs.TheKhumalo'sjustarrived

Itookmydaughter,completelyignoringher

question.Mypoorangelwasrestless,who

wouldn'tberestlessatthethoughtofhavinga

sibling

Sabelo:I'mstaying

Amahle:noyouarenot?

Sabelo:mamatellthisHlehlechildI'mstaying

withyou



Ilaughed.Sabeloissomethingelseandsheis

definitelynotfeelingAmahle

Amahle:I'm10yearsolderthanyou

Sabelo:liar.MamaHlehleislying

Me:leavehimAmahle

Heclimbedonthebed,Iswitchcartoonsonfor

himandtoldhimtokeepquietbecauseSomila

wastryingtosleep.ThattimeSomilawasjust

lookingatmewithhersootherinhermouth,

eyeswideopen.Mbaliwalkedinafewminutes

laterwithmyfood

Me:thanks.What'shappeningdownstairs?

Mbali:theKhumalo'swerehere

Me:were?

Her:bhutiLoyisochasedthemaway.Toldthem

tocomebackwhenOlwethu'sfathergetshere.

Apparentlyheisontheway

Me:hmmm



Itookabiteofmysandwichandmoanedin

satisfaction.ThekidsfellasleepandIalso

decidedtotakeanap.Itsbeenaneventful

morningandIneededtorebootmysystem.

Loyisowokemeupwhichirritatedme

Me:why?

Loyiso:Imissyou

Me:youareannoying

Him:whyisSabeloonmybed?

Me:askhim.Whydidn'tyouwakehimupand

askhim?

Him:sohecanattackme?Youknowthesekids

aredangerous

Me:yetyouwanttoaddanotherone

Hedidn'tsayanythingsoIgotoutofbed,stillin

myunderwearandbraandheadedforthe

bathroom.Iwashedmyfaced,peedthenwent

tothecloset.Tookoutleggingsandaloosetop



andclimbedbackonthebed.Loyisowasnow

layingontheotherendofthebed,Sabeloand

Somilabetweenus.Hehadhisarmsbehindhis

head,eyesclosedandlookingexactlylike

Sabelowhowasalsolayingthesamewayas

hisfather

Loyiso:Icanfeelyoustaring

Me:youarefeelingnonsense

Him:Iwanttoholdyou,can'tIgetthesekidsoff

mybed?

Me:firstlywhosaidIwantyoutoholdmeand

secondlyyouknowtheywillwakeupifyou

movethem.EspeciallyuSomila

Him:aiI'lltakemychances

Hegotup,placedSomilaonhersidecotthen

placedSabeloonthecouchbutthebigboy

wokeup

Sabelo:yhohaikeutata



Loyiso:ndenzentonmna?

Sabelo:ndyahambamnamama

Hewalkedout,leavingmelaughinglikecrazy.

Myboysaretheishthough.Noargument

Loyiso:Itoldyouhewillattackme

Me:umsukelilenje

Heclimbedbackonthebed,peckedmylips

thenpulledmetolayontopofhim

Him:hey

Ismiled

Me:I'mmadatyou

Heflippedmeoverandnowhewasontopof

me,heseparatedmylegswithhiskneeandgot

betweenthem

Him:isitsuchabadthingthoughbaby?

Me:yes!Sheis10weeksoldLoyiso.That's

2monthsand2weeks.Thetimingisoff,what



aboutmycareer?Whataboutmylife?Weare

notmarriedbutwearealreadyatkidnumber2.

Whatkindofwomandoesthatmakeme?

Him:doyouwanttogetmarried?

Me:that'snotthepoint

Him:butyoubroughtitup

Itriedtopushhimoffmebuthewastoostrong.

HiseyeswereburningaholethroughmineandI

knewhewouldn'tletthisgo

Me:Idon'tknow

Him:Idon'twanttogetmarried

Me:whynot?

Him:I'vebeenthere,donethatandgottheT-

shirt.I'mgood

Me:wow.Awusuke

Itriedtopushhimoffagainandhewouldn't

move



Me:sukamahnLoyisohaw

Him:why?

Me:haibothat'snotaquestionyoucanaskme

rightnow

HegotoffmeandIclimbedoffthebed,

checkedtoseeifSomilawasupandshewasn't

soIkissedherface,woremyslippersand

walkedouttheroom.Itwasquietdownstairsso

IfigurednoonewasthereuntilIsawOlwethuin

thekitchen.

Me:heyIthoughttherewasn'tanyonehere

Olwethu:itsjustme.Mygrandparentswentto

talktomyparents,Xolohwentoutwithher

parentsAndAmahle,Nanaandtheboyswent

tothepark

Me:youdidn'tfeellikegoing?

Sheshookherhead.Ihonestlyfeltbadforher,

sheisakidandshemadeamistake.Her



parentsarejustblowingthiswholethingoutof

proportion

Me:wannahelpmecook?

SheshrughershoulderssoItookthatasayes.

Iplayedmusicandwecookedtogetherwhile

havingalightconversation.Olwethureallyisa

sweetchild,abitnaivebutsweet

Her:youarereallynicesisGugu.Idon't

understandwhyTshepithinksyouaremean.

Youaretheonlypersonthathasn'tshoutedat

meorthrowninsultsatme

Me:theyinsultedyou?Who?

Her:mydadsandmybrothers.IguessI

deserveitbutitstillhurts

Me:ohsweetynoonedeservestobeanything

buthappyduringtheirpregnancy.Especially

yourfirstone

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundherandgavehera



warmhugthenwipedhertears.Ourmoment

wasdisturbedbyLoyisowhoclearedhisthroat.

Olwethutensedupimmediately

Loyiso:whereiseveryone?

Olwethuansweredhimbecauserightnowinmy

world,hedoesn'texist.HetookoutSomila's

milkfromthefridgeandwarmeditup.Iwanted

toaskifshewasupalreadybutIdon'twantto

talktohim

Me:OlwethupleasecheckonSomila.Ifsheis

up,checkherdiaperandifalliswell,come

downwithher

Olwethu:andifallisnotwell?

Loyiso:thenchangeher

Olwethu:Idon'tknowhowtochangeadiaper

mnatata

Loyiso:that'sfunnysinceyouarepregnantand

everything



Iclickedmytongue.Thatreallywasn't

necessary

Me:ifallisnotwelljustgivemeashoutandI'll

comehelpyou

Olwethu:OKsisGugu

IgaveLoyisoanunimpressedlook.

Loyiso:don'tlookatmelikethat

Me:howlongareyouandyourbrothergoingto

keepthisup?Thechildismiserableenough

already,sheisscaredandhurtandyouguys

aren'thelpingthesituation

Him:foraslongassherealizesthatshefucked

up

Me:youdon'tthinksherealizesthatalready?

SheisachildLoyiso.Shestillneedsguidance,

loveandsupport

IhatedthatIwasn'tgettingthroughtohim,their

stupidmentalityisgoingtocostthemtheir



daughter

Loyiso:youdon'tunderstandthiswenaGugu.

Mymotherhaduswhenshewasinvarsitytoan

assholethattreatedherlikecrap.Mysister

Yandisahadherfirstchildtoanotherasshole

thattreatedherlikecrapandmybabysis

Kwandoalsohasbabiesbyanasshole.My

momandYandisagotluckybymeetingmydad

andOyamabutKwandodidn't.Idon'twantmy

daughtertoberescuedbyaman,tobeused

andhurtbyamanortohavetostruggleandgo

tobedcryingbecauseofaman.QhaweandI

loveourdaughters,all3ofthemandwewilldo

everythinginourpowertoprotectthem.We

knowOlwethumadeamistake,wearenot

stupidbutitsamistakethatshouldonlyhappen

once.Idon'twanttogothroughthesamething

withTshepiandSomilajustbecauseOlwethu

gotoffeasily.
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Insert34

"Commitmentissuesarejustinsecuritieson

steroids"

GUGULETHU

Thisdayhasseriouslybeenonebigfatwow

moment.I'mjustnotgettingabreak,I'm

duckinganddivingjabsandlowblowsnjetoday

Me:wow

Loyiso:what?

Me:youwanttoputmeinashittysituation,

sameshittysituationyouwanttoforceyour

daughterstoavoid

Him:huh?

Me:youreallydon'tgetit?Likeseriouslyyour

headisfilledwithcement

Him:don'tdisrespectmeGugu



Theagitationinhisvoicewasadeadgiveaway

thathewasgettingangrybutIdon'tcare.I'm

angryaswell,pissedasfucktobehonestand

theidiotjustdoesn'tgetit

Me:noLoyiso.Youmustn'tdisrespectme.Its

disrespectfultokeepknockingmeupwhenyou

havenointentionofmarryingme.Its

disrespectfulforyoutowanttohavesexwith

me6weeksafterI'vehadababy.Its

disrespectfulofyoutodisregardmycareer.I'm

notbeingdisrespectful,I'mstandingupfor

myself

Him:yousaidyoudon'twanttogetmarriedand

becauseIdidn'tfightyouonit,I'mdisrespectful

Me:Ididn'tsayIdon'twanttogetmarried,I

saidIdon'tknow

Him:eitheryouwanttooryoudon'twantto,

thereisnoinbetween.IknowforafactthatI

don'twanttobutifyouweretosayyouare



takingmykidsandleavingbecauseIdon'twant

tomarryyouthenI'dmarryyouinaheartbeat

Me:whatareyousaying?

Him:I'msayingI'dgiveyouanythingyouwantif

itwillmeanthatyoudon'tleaveme.Your

happinessismyhappiness.Iloveyoumore

thanlifeitself,Ican'tbreath,Ican'tfunction

withoutyou.Youandmykidsareeverythingto

me

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Thereisasideto

LoyisothatI'mstillyettodiscoverbutsofarI

knowheisquitepossessiveandabit

controllingbutIlovehimandhelovesme.

OlwethucamedownthestairswithSomilawho

wascryingherlungsout.Loyisorushedtothem

Loyiso:whathappened?Olwethuwhyareyou

cryingaswell?

Olwethu:I'msorrydaddy.Iturnedaroundtoget

thediaperandshemusthaverolledoverand



shefell.Shewon'tstopcrying.I'msorry.I'mso

sorrysisGugu

Itookmydaughterwhowasalreadypinkfrom

crying.Itriedtocalmherdownbutshewouldn't

stopcrying

Me:Loyisogetthecar.Wearetakinghertothe

hospital

Loyiso:hospital?Shejusthadalittlefall,she

willbefine

Me:thefactthatyou'vealreadyfuckedanother

babyinmedoesn'tmeanthatSomilaisgrown.

Sheis2monthsoldandshefellfromthefucken

bed.

Iwasalreadyinthecarwhenhedecidedto

walkoutthehouse.Hewasspeedingthrough

thetraffic,probablybecausehisdaughterwas

stillcryingherlungsout.Shedidn'twantmilkor

thesootherandnowshewasburningup

Me:pleasehurryup.Sheisburningup



Loyiso:I'mdrivingasfastasIlegallycan

Thehospitalfeltlikeitwasinanotherprovince

andwhenwegotthere,Qhawewasalready

waitingforus.HetookSomilaanddisappeared

withherwhilenursesfollowedhim.Icrashed

mybodyagainstLoyisoandsobbed.He

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeandrubbedmy

back

Him:shewillbefine.Sheisingoodhandsmy

love

Me:sheisjustababyLoyiso.Alittlebaby.She

needshermother'sattentionallthetime

Him:IknowsthandwaSam.Iknow

Hekissedmyforeheadandthewaitingstarted.

I'vehadalotofscarymomentsinmylifebut

thisonetakesthecup.Icouldstillhearher

criesinmyheadeventhoughshewasn'tclose

tomeanymore

Him:nanaziyouneedtostopcrying.Somilawill



befine

Inodded.Afterwhatfeltlikehours,Qhawe

camebackwithmybaby.Shewasfastasleep

indaddy'sarms

Me:and?

Qhawe:sheisfine.Nodamage

Me:areyousure?Qhaweshefellfromthebed

Qhawe:youdon'tknowhowmanytimesI've

droppedthetrioswithouttellingSihle.Such

thingshappen.Sheisstillgoingtofallonher

own,Sambuloisstillgoingtodropher150

times.Suchmistakeshappen

Itookmyangel,kissedherrepeatedlythenher

fathertookherandsmotheredherwithkisses

aswell.

*

*

ABONGIWE



Li:Idon'tknowwhatI'ddoifUsithandilestarted

dated

Me:sheis9,sheisn'abouttostartdatingfor

another5to6yrs

Him:rhauphambeneAbongiwe.Shewillstart

datingwhenshehasajobandadegree

Ilaughed.Genuinelylaughedatthedreamsthis

onewassellinghimself.Itsasifipregnancy

kaOlwethuhasmadeeveryguywithadaughter

inthisfamilylosehismind.Myhusbandisextra

onanaverageday,howmuchmorewhenthere

isdramaaroundhim

Me:didIhaveajobandadegreewhenwe

starteddating?

Him:nobutwenababyuthandaizintoandyou

couldn'tresistallthischocolategoodness.My

daughterwon'tbelikeyou

Me:voetsek



Ihithischestwiththebackofmyhandandhe

startedlaughing.Thehypocrisythatcomeswith

fatherswhohavedaughtersisonalevelofits

own

Him:kodwababyI'mirresistiblenaweyoucan

see

Me:mxmallIseeisabagofcharcoal

Him:mxmunomonayazwenamakaUsithandile.

Jealousy

Igotoutofbed,openedtheblindsandthe

slidingdoor.Itwasagloomymorning,schools

wereclosedbuthubbyandIstillhadtogoto

work.Itookashowerandwhilehetooka

shower,Igotdressedandwenttoironhis

clothesandlaidthemoutforhim.Thekids

werestillasleepwhichmeansNikiwasalso

asleepsonobreakfast.Ipouredcerealintotwo

bowlsthenwarmedupthemilk.Licamedown

whenIwasalreadyeating



Him:itssoquiet

Me:arareoccasion.Weshouldgoonafamily

vacationyaz

Him:inDecember?

Me:yeah.Let'sgotoCapetown

Him:theydon'thavewater.Mykidsdon'tneed

thatkindoftraumawhiletheyareonvacation

Hewaslaughingandlookingquitepleasedwith

himselfwhileIwasclearlyannoyedwithhim.

Sometimesbeingyourhusband'sbestfriend

getsannoying.Thiswasoneofthosetimes

Me:youannoyme

Him:youloveme.Let'sgotoMiamiorHawaii

Myeyesbeamedwithexcitement,thiswas

somethingtolookforward.Mykidshavenever

beenoutsidethecountryandthisisexactly

whatweneed

Me:let'sdoboth



Him:bothwhat?

Me:MiamiandHawaii

Him:doyouwantyourkidstogotovarsity?

Me:mxmnvm

Afterbreakfastwesaidourgoodbyesandwent

ourdifferentdirections.Thefirsthalfoftheday

waspaperworkasperusualandaroundlunch

timeIhadasurprisevisitfromGuguandher

perfectpeach.Loyisomakesbabiesfrom

Woolworthsguys.Creamwodwa

Me:ncoahmanIjustwanttoeatherup

GugulaughedwhileIpickedthebabyfromthe

carseatandcuddledher.Akamuhleubabyyho,

shehadmefeelingbroody

Gugu:pleasedon'teatmybaby.Unjanimngani?

Ihaven'tseenyouinages

Me:youareamomnowsthandwasoItotally

understand.Sohow'slivingwiththeinlaws?



How'sthesituationwithOlwethu?Litellsme

Qhaweisstillpissedashell

Don'tjudgeme,IlovefreshgossipandsinceLi

refusesforustogooverthere,Guguhasto

dishupthegoods

Her:yhowhereshouldIstart?LwaandSoso

areamazingalthoughI'mstartingtopickup

whereeverySmithmangetsthetemperfrom.

Me:don'tevengothere,everymanthatgrewup

inthathousehasatemper

Her:IfeelsobadforOlwethu.Ijusthopethings

willgetbetterforheraftershegivesbirthngoba

rightnowQhaweandLoyisoareputtingher

throughhell

Me:hayitheymustputherthroughthedevil's

hell.Ababyat17?Hayitheymustgetthedevil's

forkbamuphendulengayo.Sosheknowsnever

toactoutofline

Itseasytopickupwhensoneonedoesn'tshare



yourviewsanditwasclearthatGugudidn't

sharemyviewonthis

Her:I'mpregnant

Me:again?

ShenoddedandIlaughed.Ispentagood

coupleofminutesjustlaughing.YeerLoyisois

onefertilebastard.Haingeke.Thiswillbebaby

number5forhim.5kidsfrom3mothersisalot

Me:forapersonthatdoesn'tlikepregnancy,

yousuredon'tknowtheuseofacondom

Her:awungiyekaAbongiwemfethu.I'm

stressednjeasitisaboutwork

Me:takeabreakfromworkbabes.2yearbreak

andraiseyourkids

Her:forgetit.Iwouldn'tsurvive2yearsofsitting

atHome.Ineedtobuildmycareerandhave

somethingtocallbackin

Me:fallbackon?AreyouandLoyisoOK?



Shesighedandthatwasenoughtoanswermy

question
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Insert35

"Sacrifices"

GUGULETHU

9monthslater

ShakaSphiwinhlanhlaSmith.That'shisname

anditssuchafittingnamebecauseI'mthe

luckiestwomanintheworld,theluckiestmom

intheworldinfact.Mypregnancywasa

nightmaretomybody,everythingIwishedfor

whenIwaspregnantwithSomila,Ireceived

withShaka.Thehugebelly,theweightgain,the

fatnose,swollenfeetandacneoutbreakwas

deliveredinbucketloads.I'veneveravoidedthe

mirrorasmuchasIdidwhileIwaspregnantbut

goshIlovemyson.I'veneverbeensoobsessed

overanotherhumanbeinguntilIsawhim.Ihad



thebirthcontrolimplantinsertedwithin2

weeksaftergivingbirth.I'mdonemaking

babies.Ireallyam

Loyiso:canIgetattentionaswell

Me:nope

Him:babyyouarestaringatasleepingbaby

Me:averycutesleepingbaby

Him:I'mcutetoo

ItookmyeyesoffShakaandlookedathis

sulkingfather.42hasneverlookedthisgood,

thebeardjustmakesI'mlooksomuchsexier

Me:OKbabaziyouhavemyattention

Him:IspoketoShaun

Me:and?

Him:hecan'tguaranteethatthejobwillstillbe

waitingforyouintwoyears.I'mreallysorry

nanazi



Isighed.Iknowitwasabitfarfetchedforme

tothinkIcouldtaketwoyearsoffandstillhave

ajobwaitingforme.RightnowIjustwantto

raisemykidsandbethebestmomtothemthat

Icanpossiblybe

Me:itsOKbaby.Iwaskindofexpectingthat

Him:sowhatnow?

Me:nowIfocusonbeingamomandahouse

girlfriend

Him:youknowyoucanbeahousewifeifyou

wantto.Justsaytheword

Me:itwouldbebetterifyou'dsaytheword

Thistimehesighed.Everygirlwantstoget

marriedandhavestabilitybutIdon'twantitto

feellikeI'mforcinghim.Thatheisdoingitfor

me

Him:Iwantwhatyouwantmylove

Me:don'tlie



Him:can'tIjustgiveyouaring,callyoumywife

andwepretendasifwearemarried?

Hehadhissmirkon,everythingisajoketohim.

Idon'tevenunderstandwhyheisn'tatwork,

busyannoyingme.ThesoundsofSomila's

criescutourconversationshortbecausehe

rushedtogether.IaskedNanatowarmupher

puritysodaddycanfeedher

Me:hellomypeaches

Sheburiedherheadonherfather'sneck,paying

noattentiontome.Sheissospoiledbut

honestlyallthekidsinthishousearespoiled

Loyiso:hambakumamapeaches.Daddyhasto

go

Me:youareleaving?

Loyiso:Ihavetofetchthekidsfromschoolthen

headbacktotheoffice.I'mworkinglateagain

today



Me:oh

ItookSomilafromherfather,afterabitofa

protestfromtheprincess.Loyisohadbeen

workinglateeversinceIgavebirth,ifheisn't

workinglatethenheisworkingfromhome.I've

beenadvisedtogetanothernannybutI'mnot

upforit.Iwanttobehandson

Loyiso:Iloveyounanazi.

Me:IknowandIloveyoutoo

Him:byebyepeaches

Me:huhuhLoyisoyouknowsheisgoingto

startcrying

AndjustasIhadpredicted,shestartedcrying

themomenthewavedgoodbye.Hercrieswoke

Shakaupandnowhewascrying.LuckilyNana

tookSomilatofeedherwhileIhushedShaka

backtosleep.Alothaschangedoverthepast

coupleofmonths,thebiggestchangebeing

Tshepimovingthissidetolivewithherfather.



Apparentlyhermotherisgettingmarriedsoshe

shippedherhere.Theattitudeisstilltherebut

I'velearnttopaynomindtoher.Afterdishing

updinnerforeveryoneIcalledthemtoeat

Tshepi:whereisdad?

Me:attheoffice

Tshepi:whenishecomingback?Thereis

somethingimportantIneedtotalktohimabout

Me:Idon'tknow.Itwillprobablybelate.

AnythingIcanhelpwith?

Her:nahI'llwaitfordad

Me:OK

AftersupperNanaandIclearedthetable

Me:TshepihelpNanawiththedishesplease

Tshepi:Ihavehomeworktodo

Me:everyoneknowshomeworkgetsdoneat6

sothatIcancheckitaftersupper.Thedishes



please

Tshepi:wellIwasbusyat6soI'mgoingtodo

mineanddadwillcheckitwhenhegetsback

Me:youwilldoitafterthedishes.Thisisn'ta

RequestTshepiso

I'vehaditwithherattitudeanditwasactually

Loyisothatadvisedmetoputmyfootdown

andnotletthischildwalkalloverme.She

marchedintothekitchen,attitudeoverflowing

andIjustlaughedtomyself

Me:boysbringyourhomeworksoIcancheckit

whileyoubath

Sabelo:wearegoingtobathtogether?

Me:yesasalways

Sabelo:Idon'twanttobathwithhimmna

mama.Sambulopeesinthewater

IlookedatSambulowhoseemedrather

annoyedbyallofthis



Sambulo:whyareyouputtingmybusinessout

onthestreets?Why?

Me:boyyouare8yearsold,whatbusinessdo

youhave?

Sambulo:Ididn'tpeeinthewater

Sabelo:youdid

Sambulo:thatonetime.Webothpeed

Me:stoparguing,bringthehomeworkbooks

thengobath.Together.Nopeeinginthetub

please

Theyscatteredupthestairsleavingme

laughingatshakingmyhead.Thesetwogive

mesomuchjoy.IwatchedSomilacrawlingall

overthelounge,occasionallytryingtostand

andfallingonherbum.Sheisgrowingtoofast

andsheissochubbyandcute.Istillcan't

believesheisturningonenextmonth.After

checkingtheboys'homework,Ituckedthemin



Sambulo:nostory?

Sabelo:no!Weareoldnow.Storiesarefor

babies

Sambulo:yes.Somilamustgetastory

Sabelo:andShaka

Me:okgoodnightmylittlemen.MustIclosethe

doortoosincenibadalamanje

Them:no!

Somuchforthembeingold.WhenSomilaand

Shakawereasleep,Itookalongrelaxingbath.

Beingastayathomemomisn'taseasyandas

fancyasitseemsontv.Especiallywhenthere

aresmallkidsinvolved.MyphonerangjustasI

wascleaningthebathtubsoIrushedtoit

Me:heybabe

Loy:sthandwasamthewayImissyouright

now

Me:buyababy



Him:I'mgoingtoleavetheofficeinthenext

hour

Me:itsalmost9pmLoyiso.It'slatetatakhe

Him:IknownanazibutIneedtofinishthese

reportsbeforetheboardmeetingin2days

Isighed.Thereisnouseincomplaining.Heis

theonlyoneworkingrightnowsohonestlyI

shouldbeappreciativemorethananythingelse

Me:yourdaughterhasthingsthatyouneedto

lookat

Him:kuthenienganikiwenanje?

Me:youknowhowTshepiis

Him:tchinIwon'tbecontrolledbyher.I'mgoing

tocallherandtellhertogivewhateveritisto

you.Didshewashthedishes?

Me:yeah.IputmyfootdownlikeyousaidI

should

Him:good.I'llseeyouinthenexthourmylove.



Don'twaitupthough

Me:Iwon't.Shakaisasleeprightnowandso

amI

AsmuchasShakaisn'tfussy,Ialwaysneed

thattimetosleepwhileheisasleepbecausehe

isatthatstageofnotsleepingthroughoutthe

nightyet

Him:kissmykingforme

Me:Iwill.Iloveyou

Him:IloveyoumoreMaZuluwamomuhle

Isleptwithasmileonmyface.Ofcourse

Tshepididn'tbringwhateverIhadtolookatto

meandIalsodidn'tgoafterher.Ihave4kids

thatI'malreadyraisingthatwantmeintheir

livesandshowmetherespectIdeserve,Idon't

havetimetobegateenager.Around3Iwas

wokenupbyShakacrying.AtfirstIignoredhim

buthedidn'tstopsoIwokeup,hisfatherhad

hisarmsaroundme.Ididn'tevenfeelhimwhen



hegotinbed.Afterswitchingonthesidelamp,I

gotoutofbed,changedmyson'sdiaperthen

fedhimhismilk.Whenhewasfull,Iburpedhim

andplacedhimbackonthecot.Ikepttheside

lamponsohewouldn'tcryandgotbackinbed.

Hemusthavedozedoffonhisownbecause

thenexttimeIheardhiscrieswasthenext

morningat6

Loy:I'vegothimbabe

Me:areyousure?

Henoddedwithhiseyesstillclosed.Helooked

exhaustedbutIhadtogettheboysreadyfor

schoolanywaysoImightaswellleavethese

two.AfterplacingShakanexttohisfather,I

wenttofreshenupandwoketheboysand

Tshepiupforschool.Asthekidswerehaving

breakfast,Loyisocamedownthestairswithhis

daughteronhisonearmandhissononthe

other.Somilaneedstostartwalkingalready



Loy:morningguys

Boys:morningTata

Loy:TshepisoI'mgreetingyou

Tshepi:molo

Loy:didyougiveGugutheformlikeItoldyouto

lastnight

Shedidn'trespond.Icontinueddishingupoats

foreveryonethenmadebabycerealforSomila

whowasalreadycrawlingalloverthecounter

Loy:Tshepiso

Tshepi:no

Loy:whynot?

Tshepi:youhavetosignit

Loy:theformsaysitcanbesignedbyaparent

orguardianandGuguisyourguardian.Clearly

youdon'twanttogoonthistripsoit'sfine.

Yourformshallremainunsigned
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Insert36

"Forgiveness"

ABONGIWE

LimilerushedintoUsithandile'sroomlookingall

sortsofweird

Me:andnow?

Li:IjustgotacallfromAlwa

Me:AlwaasinyoursisterAlwa?

Henodded.Okwehaven'theardfromhersince

herdivorcewasfinalized.ApparentlyManqoba

eventuallysignedthepapersbuthewonthe

custodybattleandthetwinswillstaywithhim

inLondon.AsforAnqobe,heisstudyingatYale

UniversityintheUSA

Me:UsithandilepleasegoaskauntieNikito

makeyouguyssnacks



Usi:andwhataboutmyhairmom?

Iwasdoingherhairbeforeherfatherwalkedin,

simplecornrowsthatweretakingforever

becausemydaughtercan'tsitstill

Me:IjustwanttotalktodaddythenI'llcallyou

back

Her:ok

Shewalkedoutandherfathersatnexttomeon

thebed.Hedidn'tlookokandhesmeltof

nicotinesoIknowhehasbeensmoking.Lionly

smokeswhenheisstressed

Me:whatisyoursistersaying?

Li:sheisbackinthecountry.Shelandedat

KingShakalastnightandcheckedintoahotel.

Me:whydidn'tshejuststayatthehousein

Jo'burgandcomeheretoday

Heshruggedhisshoulders.Hehasn'tseenhis

sisterin8years,Iunderstandhissuddenanxiety



butthisshouldbeagreattimeforthemto

actuallytalkandfixthings.Alwaisfamily

Me:isshealone?

Him:IknowAnqobeiswithherbutI'mnottoo

sureaboutthetwins

Me:wellgogetthem.Theycanstayhereuntil

shefindsherfeet

Him:here?

Me:yesherewithyouandyourwifeandkids.

Sheisyoursisterbaby.Findoutwheresheis

andgofetchher.I'llcookwithNikiandyeah

we'llhavefun

HelookedatmelikeI'mcrazybutIhavetobe

rainbowsandsunshinerightnowbecauseheis

stressingoutofhismind.Hepulledmeinfora

kissthenpeckedmylips

Him:I'dbesolostwithoutyou

Me:Iknowthisverywell.



Him:behumble.Iloveyoumyangel

Me:Iloveyoumoremychocolategoodness

Hechuckledashetookmyhandandwewent

downstairs.Hetookhiscarkeysandleft.I'm

clearlynotgoingtofinishUsithandile'shair

todaysomybabygirlshallbestrong.Itookout

lambchops,porkchopsandworsfromthe

freezeranddefrosteditbeforemarinatingitand

leavingittostandforabit

Me:Nikiwhenyouaredonemakingthem

snackspleasecookpap.Wehaveguests

coming

Oyi:whoiscoming?

Me:family

Usi:andmyhair?

Me:I'llfinishittomorrow

Usi:yousaidwehaveguestscomingthough

mom.Guestsaregoingtoseemelikethis?



ThedramathatcomesfromLimile'sdaughter

willdrivemecrazy.Ilikedherbetterwhenshe

wasatoddler.Lessdrama

Me:babyyourhairisfine.Justlikemine

Itossedmyartificialdreadlocksaroundwitha

smileonmyfacebutmydaughterwasn't

havinganyofthat

Her:I'mgoingtoundoallofthisandthendaddy

willtakemetothesalontomorrowwherethey

willactuallyfinishdoingmyhair

Me:UsithandileHadede

Her:hayimamayhohaa

NikiandIlookedateachotherandlaughed.

Shegavethemtheirfoodandtheywenttositin

thediningroom.Imadechakalala,yestheone

fromthetinbutIstillmadeitthenImadea

Greeksalad.BythetimeLicameback,hewas

withAlwa,Anqobewhowaslookinglikea

grownmannow,ZonqobaandSimphiwe.The



lasttimeIsawthetwinstheywere5yearsold

butnowtheylookliketeenagers

Alwa:ohmywordthishousehaschangedso

much

Irushedtoherandgaveherawarmhug.She

hasn'tagedatall,stilllookinggorgeousasever

withsomuchclassbutyoucan'tliveintheland

ofthequeenforsomanyyearsandnotcome

backclassy

Me:Ican'tbelieveyouareback.AndAnqobe

lookatyou

Anqobe:lolheyauntieAbongiwe

Imovedfromhismothertohughim.Heisas

tallasLinowandsuchahandsomeyoungman.

Me:youaresogrown.Howoldareyounow?

Anqobe:I'mturning20inNovember

ThekidhadaBritishaccent.Heehwow.I

movedtothelittleonesandshametheydidn't



knowwhoIwassointroshadtobedone.They

hadforgottenus.Ialsointroducedthemtomy

Kids

Me:babyyouandAnqobecansetupthebraai

stand,themeatisalreadymarinating.

Li:okbaby.HowmanybottlesofwineshouldI

putinthefridge?

AlwaandIlaughed.I'mgladheknowsthatI'm

gettingnicelydrunktoday.Heputtwobottlesin

thefridgewhileItooktheoneIhadputinand

wewenttochillonthedeckbythepool.Niki

broughtussnacksandthecatchingupwasin

session

Alwa:Usithandileissogrownandtheboyslook

somuchlikeLi

Me:auntieLwasaystheylooklikeyourdad

Her:yeahbecauseLiisaspittingimageofdad.

I'vemissedoutonsomuch



Me:luckilyI'mheretoupdateyou

ItoldheraboutShaungettingmarried,Loyiso's

divorce,himmeetingGuguandtheirkids,

OlwethugettingpregnantandOlwamigetting

someonepregnant

Her:soQhaweandLoyisoaregrandfathersnow?

Me:yep

Her:andLoyisohasakidthatisthesameage

ashisgrandson

Itookasipofmywinewhileshejustdowned

hers

Me:yep.Loyiso'skidsaregorgeousthough

Her:all25ofthem?

Iburstintolaughter.I'vemissedhersenseof

humourthemost.Noonehasthiskindofsense

ofhumourontheplanet.Aftertellingherabout

everyone,Iwantedtohearabouther

Her:I'mbackforgood.Nothingtiesmeto



Londonanymore

Me:soyouandManqobaarereallydone?

Shenodded

Her:thisdivorcewasmessy.Reallymessy

becausehedidn'twanttoletmego.Westill

loveeachotherbutwehaven'tbeenhappyfor

years.Thefightswerebad,neverphysicalbut

eventhewordsstung

Me:20yearsofmarriagegone.Yeses

NowIdownedmywine.Icouldnever.Wewould

workitout,fighttoothandnailforeachother.

20yearsisalifetimeguys

Her:IgotthehouseinEsikhawini,mycompany

andhalfofhismoney.Ididn'twanthisother

businessesandassets.Ijustwantthebasic

stuffsoIcanstartmylife

Me:shamemanatleastheknowsyouwere

neverafterhismoney



Her:I'mjustbummedaboutmykidsbutI

understandwhyhewon.Ihavealotofstarting

overtodo.I'mprobablygoingtogotothe

companyafterthekidsleave

WhenthemeatwasreadyNikidishedup

becauseIwasverytipsythenwesataroundthe

dinnertableandate.Itfeltsogoodtohave

Alwaandherkidshere.Myhusbandlooksalot

morerelaxednow,Ikeepcatchinghimstealing

glancesatme

Li:Phiwehowoldareyouguysnow?

Phiwe:13

Me:teenagersalready

Zonqoba:weareinthe8thgradenow

Li:wowyouarealmostdone

Kuhle:mamaAnqobehascoolPlayStation

gamesandhesaidhewillleavethemforme

Oyi:forus



Kuhle:yesus

Li:doyouknowwhoAnqobeis?

Usi:theyareourcousinsdaddy.Weknow

Ilaughed.It'salwaysfunnywhenthekidscome

forLiandnotmeforachange.Aftersaying

goodnighttoeveryone,Itookaquickshower

thenjoinedmyhusbandinbed.Ikissedhim

deeplyuntilIheardhimmoaning

Li:youarehornyaren'tyou?

Me:uhhuh

Inoddedwithasmileonmyfaceasmyhand

wentintohisbriefstorubhishardeningcock.I

slowlyloweredthebriefs,freedwhatIwas

lookingforandcontinuedrubbinghim.Hefelt

warmagainstmyhandandwhenhestarted

oozingprecumIgotwetterandhornier.Ispread

hisjuicesalloverthetipofhispenisand

continuedgivinghimahandjob



Him:ohshitbaby.Fuck

Ireachedforhislips,kissedhimroughlywhileI

increasedthespeedofthehandjob.He

moanedinmymouthasheheldmetighter

beforeIpulledawayfromthekissandsucked

onhisneck.Iplantedwetkissesalloverhis

chestandhischocolateabsuntilIreachedhis

groinarea.Afterplacingasoftkissonhistip,I

suckedhim.Deepthroatingwhilemoaningwith

hisfullerectpenisinmymouth

Him:fuckIloveyoubaby

Myhandreachedforhisballs,givingthema

gentlemassagewhichdrovehimovertheedge

andhecameinmymouth.Icontinuedsucking

himuntilIhadswallowedcompletelythen

kissedthetipagain

Him:Iwannamarryyou

IlaughedwhileIgotontopofhim,straddling

him.Hegrabbedmyass,squeezedittightlyand



ImoanedLoudly.Heusedhisotherhandtorub

hispenisagainstmyopening,occasionally

pressingitonmyclitwhichwasdrivingme

crazy.Iwantedhimdeepinsideme.Iwantedto

takearideonthemagicstick

Him:youaresosexywhenyouarehorny

Me:babyplease

Him:I'vegotyoubaby

HistipwasnowatmyopeningsoIlowered

myselfonitandthemomenthewasfullyinme,

Ihadmyfirstorgasm

Me:ohfuuuuuuck!!

[08/18,15:41]Mca:Season2
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"Womanhood"

LOYISO

Tshepisohasbeengivingusthesilent



treatmentsinceIdidn'tallowhertogoonthe

schooltriptoKimberly.Evenhermother

couldn'tconvincemeotherwiseandhermother

isfarfrombeinginmygoodbooks.Shefucked

upmychildandwhenshesawthatthedamage

wastoomuchforhertohandle,sheshipsher

tome.HowamIsupposedtochangethisbratty

teenagertobeingthechildIwanttoraise?How

willSomilabondwithasisterthatdoesn'teven

wanttoholdher?Tshepihasrealbrattyissues

thataregoingtodrivemeinsane

Me:loveQhaweiscomingovertomorrow.Heis

stayingfortheweekend

Gugu:ohthat'sgreat.IlovehavingQhawe

around.Heisaballoffunenergy

Me:I'maballoffunenergytoo

Shelookedatmewithaeyebrowraised.Sheis

sobeautiful,naturallybeautifulandher

gorgeousdarkskingivesherthatexceptional



glow.Sheissoperfect

Me:Iamhawbaby

Gugu:guyswhenlastdiddaddydosomething

funwithyou?

Sabelo:daddoesn'tdofunthings

Me:Itakeyouguystothebeach

Gugu:yousitinthecartheentiretime

Me:that'sfunforme

Shesmileswhileshakingherhead.Iwatchher

mixingformulaforboththebabies,Shakaisin

myarmsandSomilaiscrawlingaroundwith

Sambulo.Thetwinslovetheirbabysisteralot

Gugu:youareanoldmanbaby.Weunderstand.

Qhaweistheyoungeryou

Me:mxmsomuchforhavingmywife'ssupport.

WhereisTshepi?

Gugushruggedhershoulders.Shemustbeall



lockedupinherroomagain.GuguandIhave

startedtalkingaboutmarriage,sheisnewto

thissoIunderstandherobsessionwiththeidea

ofgettingmarriedbutformeitsnothing

exciting.MymarriagetoTshegowasjusta

nightmare,yeswehadourgoodtimesbutwe

alsohadsomereallybadtimes.Wewouldfight

overmycheatingevenwhenIwasn'tcheating

anymore.IgaveShakatoGuguandheaded

upstairstofindTshepi,Iopenedthedoorand

shescreamed

Tshepi:privacytata

Me:mxmwhatprivacy?Iknowyourbodyfrom

headtotoe,Imadeyouandyouaredressed

Her:whatifIwasn't?

Me:whyareyouallcoopedupinhere?

Her:Idon'tknow,maybebecauseIcouldbein

Kimberlyrightnowbutyoudidn'tallowmetogo

Iwalkedtowardsthedesk,pulledthechairand



satdown.

Me:whyareyousuchabrat?Areyoulikethis

aswellwhenyouarearoundKagiso?

KagisoisTshego'sfiance.Idon'tliketheguy

andithasnothingtodowithjealousy,hejust

seemsalittletooperfect.That'sthemain

reasonIdidn'thesitatewhenTshegosaidI

shouldtakeTshepi

Her:youdon'tcareaboutme.Youhaveyour

perfectfamilythatIdon'tfitinanymore

Me:perfectfamily?Youknowthereisnosuch

thingandnanaI'llalwayscareaboutyou

Her:thenwhydidyoureplaceme?Firstwith

Xolohandwhensheleft,youhadSomila.It'sas

ifyoujustwanttogetridofme

Me:that'snottrueTshepiso.Somilaisyour

sister,youarebothmykidsandIloveyou

equally.Sheisababyandshelovesherbig

sister



Shewastryinghardnottosmilebutfailed.I'd

hateforanyofmykidstothinkIlovethemany

lessthanIdoorthatIloveoneofthemmore

thanIlovetheother

Her:I'msorryifI'vebeenactingbratty.It'staken

meawhiletoacceptthatyouandmamaaren't

gettingbacktogether

Me:Iunderstandprincessbutyouhavetogive

GuguthesamechanceyougaveKagiso

Her:sosheisheretostay

Me:yes.Keepanopenmindtomemarryingher

Sheloweredherheadwathulaforawhile,I

didn'tknowwhatmoretosayaswellsoIgotup,

kissedherheadandapproachedthedoorbut

stoppedbeforeIwalkedoutandturnedaround

Me:IloveyouwithallmyheartTshepi

Her:Iloveyoutoodaddy

*



*

#ABONGIWE

HavingAlwaaroundhasbeengreat,thekids

havegottentobondwiththeirauntandtheir

cousinsandmyhusbandfinallytalkedthings

throughwithhissister.IwokeuptheMonday

morning,wenttowakethekidsupthenwoke

mybeautifulhusbandwithakiss.Iheardhim

moanWithhiseyesstillclosedthenheslowly

openedthem

Me:goodmorningHadebe

HesmiledthenpulledmesoIcanlandonhis

body

Li:goodmorningMrsHadebe

Me:weneedtoshowerandgettowork

Hestretchedthensatupwithmestraddling

himnow.HeisnakedandI'minmysilknight

dress,nounderwear.Icouldfeelhismorning



erectionbetweenmyassetscheeks

Him:liftupabit

Me:babywearegoingtobelate

Him:I'llbequick

Iliftedupabit,heinsertedtwofingersinhis

mouththenrubbedmyclitafewtimes,making

mewetinstantlytheninsertedhisfingersinand

Imoaned

Him:youarealwaysreadyforme

BeforeIcouldrespond,Ifelthispenisatmy

openingandheshovedtheentirethinginone

go

Me:Liiiiimiiiileeee

Helaughed

Him:Ifuckenloveyousthandwasam

HemovedmyhipswhileIrodehim.Afterour

shower,wegotdressedandwentdownstairs



Me:goodmorningeveryone

Alwa:youguysneedtosoundproofthatroom

Mycheeksheatedupinembarrassment.I

mentionedthatIlovehavingheraround?Iwas

kidding

Li:wearenotthatloud

Anqobe:lolyouareloudmalume

Thisconversationisjusttooawkwardformeso

ImadecerealforLiandmyselfthenjoinedthe

kidsatthetable.Thetwinswerealreadyin

uniformandeatingaswell

Li:youfoundaschoolforthemalready?

Alwa:yeahit'saboardingschoolbuttheywill

onlybeboardedonceAnqobeleavesandIgoto

empangeni

Me:nonsense.Theycanstayhere

LiandAlwalookedateachotherandthen

lookedatme.Itwouldn'tfeelrighthavingthem



atboardingschoolinthesamecitywelivein.

Wearefamily

Li:youwillbeabletohandle5kidsmyangel?

Me:youraunthandled8kidssoI'msureIcan

handle5

Alwa:shehad2nannies

Me:guysIcanhandleit.NikiandIhavethis

covered

Alwa:okaslongasyouaresure.It'sonlyfor

thisyearthough.NextyearI'lltakethem

AfterbreakfastIdrovetoworkthenaround

lunchtimeImetupwithLiyana.Shejuststarted

workingatanengineeringfirmasahuman

resourcesmanagerplussheisdatingsome

whiteguyIhaven'tmet.Shegenuinelylooks

happy.Herlifeseemstofinallybecoming

together

Liyana:hewantsmetomeethisson



Me:hehasason?

Her:yeahhehasason.A13yearoldthathe

hadwhenhewasinmatric

Me:sochomiheisyoungerthanyou?What's

hisnameagain?

Shelaughed.Itwasgoodtoseeherinthis

space.Shaunrobbedherofalotofhappiness

andI'mjusthappysheisfindingitagain

Her:hisnameisBradleyandheisonly3years

youngerthanme.Let'sfocusmngani,ifhe

introducesmetohisson,doesthatmeanIhave

tointroducehimtoZiya?IknowMangiwouldn't

evenbeinterested

Me:Idon'tthinkyouhaveto,justdoeverything

atyourownpacemyfriend.Youguyshaveonly

beentogetherforafewmonths

Her:10monthstobeexact.Hemakesme

happyAbongiwe,it'ssoeasytotalktohim,he

knowseverythingaboutmypastandIreally



believeheismysecondchanceatlove

Me:hebetterbetherealdealorelseI'llkillhim

withmybarehands.ImissKwando.

Her:weshouldtakeaweekendandgoseeher.

Sheisworkingforkickoffmagazinenow

Kwandoisanotheronethathasn'thaditeasy.

AfterherbreakupwithMihle,shehadtofind

herselfagainbutwhenshegotthekidsback,

shepickedherselfup.Withoutthehelpofher

parents

AftermylunchwithLiyana,Iheadedbacktothe

office,Istillhadafewpatientstosee.Monday's

arealwaysthelongestdays.AsIwrappedup

myday,Igotacallfrommyhusband

Me:baby

Li:heymyangel.AJisintownsowearegoing

outforafewdrinks

Me:justthetwoofyou?



Him:rememberNathifromtheoffice?

Me:no

Him:wellit'sgoingtobemyself,Nathiand

Bonga

Me:uBongakaGugu?

Hedidn'trespondandItookhissilenceasayes.

Me:sincewhenareyouguysfriends?

Him:wearenotbutBongaandAJwork

togetherandtheyareintowntogethertomeet

upwithAlwatomorrowmorning

Me:hmmmI'llseeyoulaterthen

Him:Iloveyou

Me:ILoveyoutoo

*

*

#GUGULETHU



Sabelo:mamalookatSomila.Sheiswalking

Me:Loyisogetmyphone

IwassmilingasmybabywalkedfromSabelo

towardsSambulo.They'vebeentryingtoget

hertowalkonherownforweeksnowandshe

finallydid

Me:Loyisohurryup

Somilastoppedwalking,lookedatmethengot

onherkneesandcrawledtome.Evenshegot

tomebeforeherfathercamebackwithmy

phone.IwentupstairswithSomilainmyarms

tofindoutwhatwastakingherfathersolong

Me:babyyoumissedit

Hewasholdingmyphone,hiseyesfixedonthe

screenandthelookonhisfacetoldmethat

whateverwasgoingononmyphonewas

pissinghimoff

Me:tatakhe



Heliftedhiseyesandlookedatme.Somilawas

alreadyjumpinguptogotoherfather.Hetook

onelookatherandhiseyesrelaxedabit

Loyiso:cometodaddyprincess

Hetookherfrommewithoutacknowledging

me,hehadshovedmyphoneinhispocketand

walkedrightpastme.KnowingthatIdon'tkeep

secretsfromhimwastheonlythingthatkept

merelaxed.Ichilledinourbedroom,tryingto

crackmyheadastowhatcouldbeonmy

phonethatispissinghimoff.Afterawhile,I

heardaknockonmydoor

Me:comein

Tshepiwalkedinwithatowelwrappedaround

herbody.Shedidn'tsayanything,insteadshe

startedcrying

Me:what'swrong?

Her:I'mbleeding



Me:where?

Her:Iwantmymother.Pleasejustcallherto

comehere.Ineedherhere

Me:okI'llcallyourdad

Her:no!Hecan'tknowaboutthis.Hewillbeso

madatme.PleaseGugu,pleasejustcallmy

mother.Shewillknowwhattodo

Itriedtocalmherdownbutshewouldn'tstop

crying.Itriedtogethertositdownbutshe

wouldn'tsit

Me:Tshepisotellmewhat'swrongandmaybeI

canhelpyou.Areyouhurt?Didsomeonehurt

you?

Sheshookherhead

Me:butyousaidyouarebleeding

Her:I'mbleedingdownthere.Pleasedon'ttell

mydad

Onlythendiditclicktomethatshewastalking



aboutherperiods.Shehadjustgottenherfirst

period

Me:gotakeabathandI'llcometoyou.It's

nothingtobescaredof.It'snatural

Her:areyousure?

Me:yes.I'llcometoyou

Shewalkedout,Isearchedformysanitarypads

thenwenttogoleavethemonherbed.I'lljust

havetotalktoherwhensheisdonegetting

dressed.Todayseemstobeabigdayforthe

girls.IfoundLoyisoinhisstudyandIwas

excitedtosharethenewswithhimbuthestill

didn'tlookok

Me:areyouok?

Loy:closethedoorGugu.Infactlockit

Me:ooohkwhat'sgoingon?

Ilockedthedoorashegotuptoapproachme,

hetookmyphonefromhispocketandgaveit



tome

Him:lookatthelastmessagereceived

MyheartstoppedthemomentIrealizedthat

themessagewasfromBonga.Ijustsawhis

namethenliftedmyeyestolookatLoyiso

Him:readwhatitsays

Tearswerealreadyblurringmyvision,heislivid

andI'mscaredsoIjustshookmyhead

Him:readthemessageGuguandreaditout

loud

Ishookmyheadandhetookafewsteps

towardsmeandItookacoupleofstepsback

Him:readthemessage

Me:I'mintownfortheweekandI'dliketosee

youagain.ImissyouandI'dreallyliketotalk

aboutus.I'minthesamehotelIwasatthelast

time.Callme

Iswallowedspit.ImetupwithBongaonce,a



longtimeagowhileIwasstillpregnantwith

Somila.Hewouldn'tstopcallingmesoIwent

therebutIdidn'ttellLoyiso.Iwasalreadygoing

throughthemostwiththepregnancy.Nothing

happenedbetweenus.Ievenlefthalfway

throughtheconversationbecauseIdidn'twant

tohearanymoreofwhathehadtosay

Me:babyitsnotwhatitlookslike

Hewasnowjustafewstepsawayfromme.He

heldouthisaskingformyphoneandIgaveitto

him

Him:whatdoeshemeanwhenhesayshe'dlike

toseeyouagain?

Me:babypleasecalmdownsowecantalk

aboutthis

Him:whatthefuckdoeshemeanGugu?

Hisvoicewasnowraisedwhichmademe

tremble



Me:Imetupwithhimlastyear

HethrewmyphoneagainstthewallandIgota

frightasIwatcheditBreakintoamillionpieces.

[08/18,15:41]Mca:Season2
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"Thefirststrike"

GUGULETHU

Feardoesn'tevenbegintodescribewhatIfelt

atthatmoment.LoyisoandIhavebeen

togetherforawhilesoI'veseenhimangrybut

thisisn'tjustanger,itisasifsomethingor

someonehastakenoverhisbody.Theveins

thathavepoppedoutonthesideofhishead,

theredandnarrowedeyesandthewayhis

voicecomesoutasroarhasmeshakinglikea

leaf.I'mfrozenonthespotandheislookingat

mebutit'sasifheislookingpastme

Loy:youstilllovehim?Youstillwanthim?



Ishakemyheadastearsrolldownandoutof

nowhereIfeelthebackofhishandmaking

contactwithmyfaceandIscreamloudlywhile

stumblingback.Myownhandcoversthe

burningspotandIcry

Him:thisiswhatyouwantright?Youlikebeing

hurtthat'swhyyougolookingforitwithyourex.

WhenItreatyouright,youarenotsatisfied

ThefirstpunchlandedonmyribsandIfellto

theground

Me:I'msorry.Loyisopleasestop

Mycriesandpleasfellondeafears.Hishand

wentaroundmythroatandheliftedmetoslam

mywholebodyagainstthewall.Icontinuedto

beghimtostopbuthewouldn't.Myheadwas

bangedagainstthewallafewtimesandwith

everyblowthathethrewatme,henever

touchedmyface.Idon'tknowhowlonghewent

onforbeforeIpassedout.Thiswasn'tmyfault



andIrefusetobelieveitwas.YesIkeptmy

meetingwithmyexasecretbutthatdoesn't

meanIhavetogetbeatenlikethis.Howdoes

someonewhoclaimstolovememorethanlife

itselfresorttoputtingmeinthehospital?My

son,oursonis2monthsoldandhisfather

almostkilledme.Thekidswerejustintheother

roomwhileIcriedandbeggedhimtostopbut

hedidn'tcare.HecontinueduntilIwas

motionlessandthat'sthemanI'vechosento

havekidswith,themanI'vebeendiscussing

marriagewith.Mychoiceinmenreallyismy

downfall;Nkulerapedme,Bongacheatedon

meandLoyisohasbeatenme.Idon'tknowhow

longIhadbeeninthehospitalforbutwhenI

openedmyeyesandrealisedthatIwasalonein

theroom,Isighedinrelief.Itdidn'ttakelong

beforeanursewalkedin

Me:MayIpleasehavewater

Shesmiled,pouredmeaglassofwaterandasI



triedtositup,Ifelttheworstpainonmyribs

andstomach

Nurse:takeiteasy,youhaven'thealedproperly

Me:howlonghaveIbeenhere?

Shepagedthroughmychart

Her:23days.You'vebeenoperatedontwice.

Youhad3brokenribs,oneofthempiercedyour

lungsotherewasalsoalotofinternalbleeding

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.I'mjustgratefulthat

I'malive.Idon'tknowwhocalledLoyiso

becausewithin30minshimandQhawewerein

myroom.I'mnotscaredofhim,I'mpissedas

hellathimandatmyselfforbeingsoweak.

Qhawecameandsatnexttomybedwhile

Loyisojuststoodatthedoor.Hetookmyhand

andgaveitasqueeze

Qhawe:heyhowareyoufeeling?

Me:I'minpainbutI'lllive.Whendidyouget



here?

Him:23daysago.Listenmyparentshavea

holidayhomehere,ithassecurityanditsquite

comfortable.Youandthekidscanmovethere

afteryougetdischarged

IlookedatLoyiso,oureyeslockedandhe

quicklylookeddown

Him:don'tworryabouthim.Justsaytheword

andthemoverscanstarttoday

Itookalongpause,Qhawehasapoint,Ineed

togetawayfromLoyiso.Evenifit'sjustfora

fewmonths

Me:theycanstartmovingtoday

ThemomentIfinishedmysentenceLoyiso

walkedout

Him:I'llcallthemwhenweleave.GuguI'm

reallysorryaboutwhatmyidiotbrotherdidto

you.Thereisnothinginthisworldthatawoman



candotomakeherdeservethis.

Iquicklywipedmyeyesastearswerealready

blindingmyvision

Him:heisanidiotthatdoesn'tdeserveyou

IspentafewhourswithQhawethenhehadto

leave.ThedoctorinformedmethatI'llbe

dischargedin7days.Iwasmissingmykidsso

muchbutwithQhawearound,Iknowtheyare

welltakencareoff.Iwasgivenpainmedication

anditquicklyknockedmeout.

*

*

#LOYISO

Itdidn'ttakelongformetorealizedthatIhad

fuckedupbigtime.Ididn'tmeanformytemper

togetthebetterofmebutwhenIsawthattext,

itmademequestionalotofthings,itmademe

paranoidandnottomentionjealousand



insecure.IloveGuguwithallthatIam,I'dmove

mountainsforthatwoman,sheismybiggest

weaknessandthethoughtofherwithanother

mandrovemecrazy.IcalledQhaweasIdrove

anunconsciousGugutothehospitalandhe

arrivedthatnight.Hisgreetingtomewasa

punchtomyfacefollowedbyanotherone

whichfracturedmynoseandthelastone

bustedmylip

Me:okIgetit

Qhawe:I'mcallingdad

Me:Qhawepleasedon't.I'mbeggingyou.Soso

willkillme

Him:it'snotlikeyoudon'tdeserveit.Whatwere

youthinking?

Me:Iwasn'tthinking.IwishIcouldtakeitback.

SheisgoingtoleavemeQhawe,sheisgoingto

takemykidsandleaveme

Isliddownthewallandburiedmyheadinmy



knees.I'mnotonetogetfrightenedeasilybut

rightnowI'mmorescaredthanI'veeverbeenin

myentirelife.I'mgoingtolosetheonewoman

thathaslovedmeinawayI'vealwayswanted,a

womanthatrespectsmeandlovesmychildren.

Him:ndodapickyourselfup,youdidthisandits

youthathastofixit.I'mnotevengoingtoback

youuponthis,youfuckedupbroandwhen

Guguwakesup,I'mgoingtoencourageherto

leaveyou

Iquicklygotup,hecan'tdothat.Heismy

brother

Me:Qhawe

Him:youfailedbro.Wewereraisednevertohit

agirlbuttopunishherinthebedroom.Dad

emphasizedthistousalotoftimesandwhat

doyoudo?

Me:excusemeifIcan'tgetanerectionwhen

I'mpissedoff



Him:thenhitthegymuntilyouarecalm.I'mnot

goingtogiveyouexcusesandoptionsnow,you

alreadyfuckedup

Iranmyhandsovermyheadandsighedloudly.

Idon'tknowhowI'mgoingtofixthis.Whenthe

hospitalcalledtotellmesheisawake,Irushed

likeamaniactoseeher.I'msuchacoward

becauseIcouldn'tevenlookather,I'm

ashamedofwhatI'vedonebutwhenshe

confirmedthatshewillbemovingoutwiththe

kids,Istormedout.Ipunchedthewallthe

momentIwasoutside,fracturingmyhand.I

returnedtothehospitalthatsameevening,on

myownthistime.Iwatchedherassheslept

peacefully,Ilookedatthebandagewrapped

aroundherheadandmyheartbroke.Howcould

IhavedonethistothewomanIlove?

Me:I'msosorrysthandwasam.Ididn'tmeanto

hurtyou.IloveyousomuchGugu,youknow

this.Iwouldneverhurtyouintentionally.Please



don'tleaveme

Shegentlyopenedhereyes,blinkingafew

timesbeforefocusinghergazeonme.Myown

eyeslowered,mymouthwentdryandmyheart

startedpounding

Gugu:whyareyouhere?

Me:I'msorry

Her:LoyisoIdon'twanttoseeyou

Me:babypleasejustgivemeachanceto

explain

Her:Ibeggedyoucountlesstimesforthatvery

chanceyouareaskingmeforandwhatdidyou

do?Youstrangledme,punchedmeandbeat

melikeadog

Me:I'msorrysthandwasam,tellmewhattodo

toshowyouthatI'msorry

Her:leavemealoneLoyiso.Justleavemealone.

Idon'twanttotalktoyou,Idon'twanttosee



you.Thesightofyoumakesmewanttothrow

up

Icringedasthosewordsfullyregisteredinmy

mind.SlowlyIgotupfromthechair,placeda

softpeckonhercheekthenstoodandlooked

ather

Me:I'mnotgoingtogiveuponusGugu.I'llgive

youthespaceyouneedbutIstillwanttosee

mykids.I'llfightforyou,I'llfightanyonejustto

getyouback.YouweremadeformeandI'm

madeforyou.Wearedestinedforeachother

andIwillbegyou,goonmykneeseverydayif

thatiswhatitwilltakeforyoutoforgiveme.I

shouldneverhavelaidahandonyouandI've

regrettediteversince.Youaremyeverything

GuguandIloveyouwithallthatIam

TwoweekslaterIwokeuptoanemptyhouse.

Guguandthekidsmovedlastweek,shockingly

evenTshepimoved.WellthatwasQhawe's

doing.IwishIcouldsayIhatehimbutDeep



downIknowhemeanswell.
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"Thereisthebreakdownbeforethebreak

through"

GUGULETHU

ForsomereasonIdidn'tbreakdown,Ididn't

havethenightmaresortraumaafterLoyiso

beatmebutIremainedstrong.Notonlyfor

myselfbutformychildrenaswell.Myvery

vocalandinquisitivechildren,Tshepiseemedto

getwhatwashappeningbutthetwinsjust

didn'tunderstandwhywemovedhouses.On

Somila'sbirthday,wejusthadaquietfamily

dinnerwithcakeandobviouslyLoyisowas

around.Wehaven'treallytalkedsincethe

hospital,whenhecomeshere,hespendstime

withthekidswhileIgivethemspace



Sabelo:sodadwhenarewegoinghome?

Loyiso:whydon'tyouaskmom?

Sambulo:becausemomsaidwemustaskyou

HelookedatmeandIjustshruggedmy

shoulders.Ionlysaidthatjusttogetthe

questionstostopcoming

Me:I'mnotpartofthisconversationsodon't

lookatme

Loy:I'lltalktomombeforeIleavethenI'llhave

ananswerforyou

Sambulo:wearenotgoingtoforget

ShakastartedgettingfussysoIgotup,placed

himonmyshoulderandwalkedaroundthe

loungewithhim.Hewassleepyandknowing

him,hewon'tfallasleepwhileI'msittingdown.

Afterdinner,thekidsbathedandtheirfatherput

themtobed.Thebirthdaygirlbeingthelastone

tofallasleep.Iwasalreadyinthebedroom



whenLoyisowalkedinandclosedthedoor

Me:keepitopenplease

Loy:Ijustwantustotalk

Me:keepthedooropen

Heraisedhisarmsintheairindefeatthen

openedthedoorjustabit.Iwassittingonthe

bedandwithinaminutehewasnexttome

Him:I'msorry

Ididn'tsayanythingbutjudgingfromthepause

thatfollowed,heexpectedmetosaysomething.

Hesighed

Him:GuguIknowIfuckedup,Iknowandyou

havenoreasontoforgivemebutI'mbegging

youMaZulu.Pleasecomehome.Ndyakcela

Me:I'mnotcomingbackLoyiso.Thekidswill

getusedtothisarrangementatsomepoint.

Eventuallythequestionswillstop

Him:Guguyoucan'tdothistome



Igotup,unbuttonedthedenimshirtIwas

wearingwhilehewatchedmewithouttakinghis

eyesoffmyscars

Me:Ican'tdothistoyouwhileyoueasilydid

thistome

Ipointedatthetinyscarwheretheincisionwas

madeduringsurgerythenIpointedattheother

one.Thebruiseshadhealedbutmyhearthasn't.

I'mnotreadytoliveunderthesameroofwitha

manIdon'ttrust.I'mnotreadytoshareabed

withamanIdon'ttrust.

Him:forgivemesthandwasam.Believeme

whenItellyouthatIdidn'tmeantohurtyou,

thatIwoulddieforyou,thatyouaremylife.

PleaseforgivemeGugu.Pleasebaby

IquicklywipedmytearsasIwatchedhisfallto

theground

Me:IforgaveyoubutIdon'ttrustyouanymore

Him:tellmehowIcanbuildthetrustagain.Tell



mewhatIhavetodoandI'lldoit.

Me:justgivemetime.That'sallIaskfor.

Hekeptquietforawhilethenstoodup,wiped

hisfacewithhishandsthenlookedatme

Him:I'llgiveyoutime

Hetookhiswalletoutofhisbackpocket,

openeditthentookouthisblackcardand

placeditonthebed

Him:whateveryouandthekidsneed,youcan

usethatcardforit.TellmykidsIlovethem,

everymorningandeverynighttellthemIlove

themandthatthisisn'ttheirfault

IshouldhavesaidsomethingbutIdidn't,words

escapedmeatatimethatIneededthemthe

most.Wedidn'tseeeachotherfor4months.

Whenthetwinsaskedwhydaddywasn't

comingtoseeusanymore,Iliedandsaidhe

wasonabusinesstrip.At8yearsold,they

believedmystory



Tshepi:areyouanddadbrokenupnow?

Me:that'sbetweenyourfatherandI

Her:okfinebutyoumustknowthatI'mnot

8yearsoldlikethetwins,Iknowdadisn'tinNew

York

Me:Tshepisowhatdoyouwantfromme?

Her:Iwantthetruth.Iwanttoknowwhyweleft

ourhouseandmovedhere,Iwanttoknowwhy

dadstoppedcominghereandIwantyouto

stoplyingtousandtreatingmelikeachild

Lwa:lasttimeIcheckedTshepisoyouarea

childandthatisnowaytotalkToyourmother

IliftedmyeyesandIwasgreetedbyLwa's

gorgeousface.At62thiswomanlookslikeshe

justhit40.Herhusbandwasbyhersideas

alwaysandshewasfuming

Tshepi:sawbonaGogo

Lwa:apologizetoyourmotherbeforeyou



acknowledgeme

Tshepi:sheisnotmymother

Shewhisperedthatpartbutloudenoughforall

ofustohear

Soso:whatwasthat?

Tshepi:butmkhulusheisn'tmymother

Soso:tchinndizakubethaTshepisoandIdon't

makeidlethreats

Tshepilookedatmeandthenather

grandparentsandagainatme

Tshepi:I'msorry

Lwa:goodnowleaveus

Shecouldn'tgetoutoftherefastenough.Lwa

offeredmeahugandIwentintoherarms,

releasedasighthemomentsherubbedmy

backthenIhuggedSoso

Soso:uphiuLoyiso?



Me:atthehouse

Soso:soheleftyouhereonyourown?

Me:wellnotexactly.Wearegoingthrougha

roughpatchatthemomentsoweareliving

separately

Lwa:you'vebeenlivingseparatelyfor5months?

Inodded.Sosotookhiscarkeysandleft

*

*

#LOYISO

Thepast4monthshavebeenhell,Ihadtostop

myselffromcallinghersomanytimes.Idon't

knowwhatIwasthinkingbutI'mclearlypaying

foritrightnow.Abuzzcamefromtheintercom

andwhenIcheckedthemonitor,Icussed

silently.Whatthehellismydaddoinghere?

WhenIdidn'topenthegate,hehooteduntilIdid.

IpacedaroundtheloungewhileIwaitedforhim.



IhopeQhawehasn'ttoldhimbecauseifhedid,

I'madeadmanwalking

Dad:sogetthis,Idecidetotakemywifeona

holiday,youknowjusttorelievetheDecember

heatandtomysurprisewhenwegettothe

holidayhousethatIboughtforher,thereare

peoplethere.Explaintomerealquickwhythere

arepeopleinmyholidayhouseLoyiso

Nogreeting,noaskinghowI'vebeenbut

straighttothepoint.Mydadissomethingelse

Me:uhmI'llgetthemtomovebackheretata

Him:Ididn'tasyouthat.Iaskedyouwhyare

theythere?I'mnotkickinganyoneoutbutI

wanttoknowwhyyouarelivingyourbestlife

herewhilethemotherofyourchildrenisbeing

disrespectedbyyourdaughterinmyhouse.You

areherealoneandithi?Inthisbighouse

Me:uhmcanIgetyousomethingtodrinktata?

Him:getmeanswerskwedinibeforeyouget



mewhiskey

Mydadjustscaresmebecausehecan'ttalk,he

justroarsandyouhavetowatchyourselfso

thatyoudon'tsaythewrongthing

Me:wehadafight

Him:afightthatlastsfor5months?

Me:okletmeexplain,Isawsomethingonher

phoneandthenIlostitndambetha

Isaidthelastwordsoftlybutheheardme

becauseIwasonthefloorsecondslaterwitha

bleedingnose

Him:getup.YouthinkyouareHerculeswena,

goingaroundbeatingpeople.Iwantyoutobeat

me

IslowlygotupandbeforeIhadachanceto

balancemyself,Iwasontheflooragain.Inever

hadachancetofightbackbecauseIkept

landingonthefloor.Mylipwasbusted,myleft



eyeswollenandmynoseisprobablybroken

Me:thisisnotfairtata

Him:younevergaveGuguachancetofight

backnowdidyou?Ishouldbeatyousothatyou

endupinhospitalaswellbutIdon'twantyour

mothertokillme

Me:howdidyouknowsheendedupinhospital?

Him:youbrothertoldmewhatyourstupidass

didwhenhewasaskingforthehouse.Ihope

thatwomandoesn'ttakeyouback.Youdon't

deserveher.HowmanytimesdidItellyouto

useyourpenisandnotyourhands?Howmany

times?

Heleftmeonthefloorandwenttopour

whiskeyinhisglassandreturnedwhileIstill

chilledonthefloor.Hemightjustknockme

againwhenItrytogetup

Him:nowhowamIsupposedtohavesexwith

mywifeinahousefullofkids?



Me:dadIdon'tneedtoknowthat

Him:knowwhat?

Me:thatyouandmomhavesex.It'sdisturbing

plusyouguysareold

Whenhewasdonedrinkingallmywhiskey,I

hadtodrivehimhome.Themomentmymother

sawme,sherushedtomyside

Mom:whathappenedtoyourface?

Me:yourhusbandhappened

Momgavemydrunkfatheralookthatwouldkill

buthedidn'tEvennotice.
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"Ichosetostaywithhimforeverythinghedid

rightandnotleavehimfortheonethinghedid

wrong"

LOYISO



MymothertreatsQhaweandIlikekids,mind

youshehas4otherchildrenthatcameafterus

Mom:Lwandisowhatdidyoudotomychild?

Dad:nothing.Wewereplaying.Askhim

Mymomlooksatmewithraisedeyebrowsand

honestlyIdon'twanttoentertainthebothof

them.Iwalkintotheloungewheretheloveof

mylifeiswatchingTVwhilemykidsaresitting

onthefloor.ThemomentSomilaseesme,she

runstomeleavingherbrotheronthefloor.I

pickherup,throwherintheairthencatchher

again.ShelaughssweetlythenIkisshercheek

andputherbackonthefloor

Me:heyguys

Sambulo:yhounqabilewenatata

Me:ndodaI'mherengoku

Sabelo:Imissedyouwenatata

IfistbumpedbothofthemthenpickedShaka



upfromthefloor.

Me:lendodastilldoesn'twanttocrawl

Gugu:heisn'teveninterestedinthat.I'vetrue

puttinghimonhisstomachbuthejustcries

andIhavetomakehimsit

Nextthingmymotherstormsintothelounge,

lookingatherface,Iknowsheisfuming

Mom:Kidsgotoyourrooms.Tshepisotake

thatbabyfromyourfather

Andlikeants,thescatteredouttheroom

Me:what'sgoingon?

Mom:yourfatherjusttoldmewhatyoudid

Iloweredmyhead.MymomistheonepersonI

didn'twantfindingoutaboutthis.Ican't

stomachherlookofdisappointment

Mom:Loyiso

Me:ma



Mom:lookatme

Islowlyliftedmyhead,Ikepteyecontactfora

secondthenlookedaway

Her:howcouldyou?

Me:I'msorry.Inevermeantforittohappen.It

wasamistakeIregretwholeheartedly

Her:Idon'tknowwhosechildyouarerightnow

andwhoraisedyoubecausethekidsIraised

don'tdowhatyoudid.

Me:mama

Her:hayiLoyiso.Hayimntanam

Shewalkedaway,leavingmefeelinglikethe

worstkindoftrash.It'sbeen5monthsbutithas

feltlikeitslonger.Whycan'tallthesepeople

believethatIfeelbadforwhatIdid,thatInever

meantforittohappenandthatIloveGuguand

I'ddoanythingtoprotecther

Me:Ihavetogo



Gugu:youcan'tkeeprunningawayLoyiso

Me:sowhatshouldIdo?I'vebeengettingthe

punishmentfromeveryangleandI'vebeen

takingitbecauseIknowIwaswrongbutIdon't

thinkIcantakeitanymore.Maybeyouarejust

betteroffwithoutme

Shekeptquietwhichclearlytoldmethatshe

agreedwithwhatIwassaying.Islowlygotup,

wenttosaygoodbyetothekids

Tshepi:dadcanIgovisitmom?

Me:haveyouspokentoyourmotheraboutthat?

Tshepi:yesbutshesaidshewilltellmewhenI

canvisit

Me:ok.Checkwithherandthengivemedates

sothatIcanbookyourflight

Ikissedthebabiesthenleft.

*

*



GUGULETHU

AttheendofJanuarywewereinCapetownto

dropoffAmahle,OlwethuandEsihlesincethey

areduetostartvarsity.Weallagreedtostay

thenightandonlyleavethefollowingday

Qhawe:I'vespokentomalumSakhileand

Kwandileandtheywillbemorethanhappyto

accommodateus

Loyiso:youaresostingy

Sihle:youmispronouncedSmart

Me:sowearegoingtosplitup?

Qhawe:Iwasthinkingmaybewecandropyour

momoffatmalume'shouseandwegoto

Kwandile's

Me:Iwillstaywheremymomis.Idon'twantit

tolooklikeweareditchingher

Mymotherdidn'tseemtomindusditchingher

butIstillwantedtobewheresheis.Wemadea



planthatwewoulddropheroffandtheywill

dropmeofflater.TheridetoKwandile'shouse

wasafunandquickone.Hiswifewastheone

thatletusin

Loyiso:doesKwandilestillnotkeepalcoholin

thehouse?

Sphindiwe:yep.Hedoesn'tevendrinkanymore

Qhawe:suchanidiot

Kwandi:anidiotthatwillstilllook20evenwhen

I'm40

Kwandilelooksexactlylikehisfather,eventhe

buffbodybuthedoesn'tlookasscaryashis

daddoes.HehuggedSihleandIthensatdown

nexttohiswife

Sihle:whereisNokwazi?

Sphi:withmymother.Weneededthebreak

Loyiso:youdon'tknowwhataproblemchildis.

HaveyoumetMysons?Problems.All3ofthem



Ihithischestwiththebackofmyhand.He

mustnotcomehereandcallmyson'sproblems

Kwandi:eventhelittleone?

Loyiso:thatoneisanotherSambuloandSabelo

inthemaking.Heisstubbornandascreamer.

Nooneunderstandswhathesaysbuthejust

screamsandtheywaytheyfightnoSomila.

Me:pleasedon'tbelievehim,mykidsare

adorable

Kwandi:thisisonlythesecondtimewemeet

right?

Inodded.It'sthefirsttimeI'mmeetinghiswife

though.Theguyswentouttogetdrinksforus

whilewechilledoutsidebythepool

Sihle:weshouldgoonaholidayguys.Justas

thegirlsnje

Me:saywhenandI'llbethere.Ineeditthemost

Sihle:youandLoyisostillhaven'tfixedthings?



Ishookmyhead.IwantthekidsandItogo

backhome,Ijustdon'tknowhowtoapproach

himaboutit.It'sanewyearandIwanttoput

everythingbehindus

Sihle:youguyswillworkitout

Sphi:ifit'smeanttobethenyouwillfindyour

waybacktoeachother.Howmanykidsdoyou

guyshavetogether?

Me:2buthisotherkidsaremykidstoosowe

areraising5kids

Latertheguyscamebackwithwhiskey,wine

andbeerplusbraai'dmeat.Weate,drankand

hadagreattime.Ihaven'thadsucharelaxed

momentinages.IgotuptogopeeandwhenI

wasdone,averytipsyLoyisowaswaitingatthe

door

Me:youscaredme

Loy:Iloveyou



Me:canwecomehome?Imissyou.Thekids

missyou

Heplacedhishandonmywaistandpulledme

abitclosertohimuntilIwasjustabreathaway

thenkissedmeslowly.

AweekafterreturningfromCapeTown,we

movedbackhomeandtheboyswerebeyond

happy.ItwasaMondaymorning,thekidshad

leftforschoolandIwasinthekitchenblending

fruitsforShakasincehehatespurity.Ifeltarms

wraparoundmefromthebackandkisses

beingplacedonmyneck.IsmiledtomyselfasI

slowlyclosedmyeyesandtookinhisheavenly

scentthensighed

Loyiso:goodmorninglove

Iturnedaround,wrappedmyarmsaroundhis

neckthenpeckedhislips

Me:morningbaby

Him:I'mtakingyououtfordinnertonight



Me:arewecelebratingsomething?

Hesmiledthenwinkedatme.Ihelpedhim

collecthisworkthings,hetookhislunchthen

leftafterkissingme
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ABONGIWE

Todayisoneofthoserandomdayswherebyi

bunkworkandleaveearly,yesiactuallydothat

morethanonceinaweekandmybosshas

givenuponme.AnywayI'mhomeby1,I'min

themoodofbondingwithmykids.Theyare

gettingolderanditsjustamatteroftimebefore

Usithandileisofftohighschool.OKistillhave

agood3yearstogobeforethathappensbut

3yearscanflyby.Ichangeintocomfortableyet

stylishclothes,grabthekeystomycarand

drivetotheirschool.AsI'monmyway,ireceive



acallfrommybrother,thelittleone

Me:heybabybro

Luk:heysismomsaysimusttellyoutotell

Lunathithatshewantsustohavefamilydinner

Me:yourmomandherdrama.Whendoesshe

wantthisfamilydinner?

Him:ngomsoandialsoneedtotalktoyou

aboutsomething,caniswingbyyourhouse

later?

Me:whydon'tyoujointhekidsandiforlunch?

I'monmywaytopickthemupfromschoolnow

Thekidshardlyspendtimewithextended

familyandnowthatAlwa'skidshavegoneto

livewiththeirmother,theyneedtoseeLukat

least.Kuhlerantothecarthemomenthesaw

mestandingagainstitwhileOyintandojust

strolledandicouldn'tseeUsithandile

Kuhle:mommy



Me:hellomyprince

Him:didyoubringmeanything?

Me:ibroughtyoumyheartwhichisfilledwith

lotsoflove

Herolledhiseyes,openedthebackseatdoor

andgotinthecar.Oyintandojustgreetedand

alsogotinthecar

Me:whereisyoursister?

Oyi:dramaornetballorsomething.I'mnotsure

Ihadtogoinsidetheschoolandexcuseher

fromwhateverwouldbekeepingheratschool

late.I'mnotabadparent,I'mjustamomwho

missesspendingtimewithherkids

Usi:wherearewegoing?

Me:out

Usi:yeahbutoutwhere?

Me:outUsithandile.That'sallyouneedtoknow



rightnownana

Firststopwasgettingtheboystothebarberto

gettheirhaircutthenwedidabitofshopping

beforeitookthemtothearcade.Lukcalled

whilewewereatthearcadeanditoldhim

wherehewouldfindus

Luk:youbunkedworkandmadethekidsbunk

school

Me:noididn't.Schoolwasoutwhenigotthere

Him:anddramapracticeKaUsi?

Me:mxmstopjudgingme.Thatchilddoesn't

needdramapractice,shewasborndramatic

Onlythendidhegreetmeproperly,withahug

andakissonthecheek

Me:what'sup?

Him:I'minlovewiththemostamazinggirl,she

isbeautiful,smart,funnyandperfect

Ifoundmyselfsmiling.Youngloveisalwaysso



beautifultowitnessandwithmyotherbrother

gettingmarriedlaterthisyear,itfeelsgoodto

seeLukalsosteppingup.hehasplayedthese

girlsforlongenough

Me:OKsowhenamimeetingher?

Him:you'vemether.Konke

Me:KonkeasinMangi'sgirlfriend?

Him:Konkeasinmygirlfriend.HerandMangi

brokeup

Me:becauseofyou?

Henodded.Idon'twanttobeapartofthis.i

lovemybrotherandiwanthimtobehappyat

alltimesbutidon'tlikethis.Itputsmeinan

awkwardpositionbecauseLiyanaismybest

friendandMangiishersonandLukismy

brother.Imessnjeyonkelento

Him:itsalongandcomplicatedstorysisandi

don'thavetheenergytonarrateittoyou.Ineed



youtohelpmeapologisetoMangi.Iknowwe

mightneverbefriendsagainbutiwantto

apologisetohim.

Me:ithinkyoushouldtalktoLi.Thisisaguy

thingandheisinabetterpositiontohelpyou.

Youreallylikethisgirl?

Him:iloveherAbongiwe.I'veneverfeltthisway

aboutanyothergirlandI'vetriedtofightmy

feelingsforherbutthemoreifought,the

strongertheyfoughtback.Iwanttoevenstart

talkingtodadaboutlobola.

Ichokedonmyownsaliva.Lukhanyaisturning

21,hehasbeenchanginggirlslikesockssince

hediscoveredpubityandnowhewantsto

marryhisbestfriend'sexgirlfriend?Probably

idlisiweinganekamamala

Me:askies?

Helaughed.Hebetterbejokingyaz.Honestly

I'mprayingthatheisindeedjoking



Him:youdon'tunderstandhowifeelAbongiwe.

I'mgoingtomarryherNextyear.Thatican

guaranteeyou.Lifeistooshorttowastetime

whenyouknowwhatyouwant

*

*

GUGULETHU

Tshepiwalkedintothebedroomasiwas

gettingreadyforthisdinnerthatLoyisois

takingmeon.Ihad4dresseslaidoutonthe

bedsinceicouldn'tdecidewhichoneiwanted

towear

Tshepi:Dadjustcalled

Me:uthini?

Her:hesaysyoushouldn'tworryaboutdriving,

hewillsendacartocomefetchus

Istopwhatiwasdoingandturnedtofaceher.I

didn'tknowthishadnowturnedintoafamily



dinner,ithoughtitwouldjustbethetwoofus.

Rekindlingourlove

Me:us?

Her:yeahus.Idon'tknowwhatheisuptobut

that'swhathesaid.Hesaidhewillsendtwo

cars,oneforyouandoneforus.Ohandyour

dressjustarrived

Me:mydress?Tshepisoyoukeepconfusing

meevenmore

Shelaughed.Shehasstartedwarminguptome

sincewemovedbackhereandithinkweare

slowlybuildingarelationship

Her:OKthedressjustgothere,someladyis

alsohereapparentlysheisgoingtodoyour

nails

Me:yourfatherissoextrathough

Wesharedalaugh.ireturnedthedressesihad

takenoutbackintothecloset,woremygown



thenwentdownstairs.bythetimeiwasdone,i

lookedandfeltlikeaqueen

Sabelo:youarebeautifulmama

Sambulo:verybeautiful

Thekidswereinbluejeansandblackhoodies.

allofthemexceptforShakawhowasinhis

onesieandsleepinginhissleeper

Nana:thecarishereguys.Letsgo

Me:mineisheretooright?

Tshepi:yep.yourdrivertoo

Mydresswasawhiteandgoldlongmermaid

offtheshouldergownwhichshowedoffevery

curveonmybody.Myhairwaspinnedtohang

offonsideonmyshouldermakingmydiamond

earringsveryvisible.Thedriveropenedthe

backseatonthecarandicouldn'thelpbut

smilewhenisawLoyisoinasuitlooking

absolutelygorgeous



Qhawe:lookatyoubusyblushinghere

Me:mxm

Him:lolyoustillcan'ttellusapartevenafterso

manyyears

Me:mxmitsdarkinthiscarsoyoucan'tblame

me.whatareyouevendoinghere?

IhonestlythoughthewasLoyisobutseriously

tomydefence,thecarwasdark.ihadtolisten

tohisnonsensethewholewaytotherestaurant

andQhawespeaksalotofnonsense.

Qhawe:youlookbeautifulbytheway

Me:thankyou

thecarstoppedatahotelconferencearea,it

wasbeautifulwithlightsandflowers.idon't

thinkI'veeverbeentothissideoftown

Me:wherearewe?

Qhawe:Zimbali.I'mgoingtotakeyoutoaroom

whereyourboyfriendis.Hewantstotalktoyou



beforeweallhavedinnerasafamily.Everyone

ishere

Me:justfordinner?

Him:yeah.Come

Heledmetothebackofthehotel,toa

guesthousetypeofsetupandLoyisometusat

thedoor.thesignsweretherebuteitheriwas

blindorijustpretendednottoseethem.Loyiso

kissedmycheek,heldmyhandandledme

insidethehouse

Me:what'sgoingon?Ithoughtwearegoingto

havedinner

Loy:wewill.Comeletstalkforafewminutes

Wesatdownonthecouch.Wellisatdownand

hekneeledinfrontofme

Him:iloveyounanazi.Youknowthatright?

Inodded

Him:andyouknowI'mnotperfectbutinever



stoptryingtomakeyouhappybecausewhen

youarehappy,mykidsarehappyandI'mhappy.

ialmostlostmymindwhenyouleftme,ittook

youwalkingawayformetorealisetwo

importantthings.firstlythatiamnothing

withoutyou,ieat,sleep,breatheyourloveand

yourpresence.Secondlythatmykidshaveno

loyalty

Ilaughed.Icouldfeelthetearsclosinginonme

butididn'twanttoruinmymakeup.

Him:youlaughbutthoseonesdon'tloveme

Me:iloveyouthough

Him:andiappreciatethatmorethanyou'llever

knowbecauseiknowidon'tdeserveyou.

AnywayIbroughtyououtherebecausethekids

andihaveasurpriseforyou.wellihave

somethingiwanttoaskyouandineedtheir

help

Hewentintooneoftheroomsandcameback



withthekids.thehoodieswerenowoffand

theywerewearingblackt-shirts.Tshepiwas

carryingShakawhileSambulowasHolding

Somila'shand.Theyweresmilinghappilywhich

mademesmileaswell.Mykidsarebeautiful

though

Sabelo:mamapleasestandup

Me:ohyeah.OK

Igotup,mysmilegrewbigger.I'msohappy

rightnowbecausetheylooksoseriouswhile

carryingoutwhatevertasktheirfatherhas

askedthemtodo

Tshepi:weasthemanychildrenofLoyiso

AlwakheSiyabulelaSmithhavejustonetiny

questiontoaskyou.

Ilaughed.Ireallywasenjoyingthis

Me:OKgoahead

Tshepiwasthefirstonetoturnaroundandher



T-shirthad"will"writtenonitwithgoldletters.

Aftertheyhadallturnedaroundtheirt-shirts

read"willyoumarryme?"Igaspedloudly,i

reallywascaughtbysurprisebecausewe

hadn'tspokenaboutmarriageinages.Last

timeichecked,hedidn'twanttogetmarried

Me:youguys

Loyisowasononekneeinfrontofmewitha

ringboxinhishand

Me:youguysaregettingmesoemotional

Loy:mykneeisstartingtocramp

Me:ohshit.YesbabyI'llmarryyou

Heslippedtheringontomyfinger,gotupthen

peckedmylips

Him:thereisabitofaplottwist

HetookShakafromTshepiandgavehimtome.

Hisonesiewaswrittentonightwhichdidn't

makesenseifhewasalsopartoftheproposal



Him:nanaziiflewineveryonethatisimportant

toyouandtous.Yourmotherandyoursisters

helpedmeplanyourdreamwedding

Iwasonsomeotherlevelofconfusion

Me:whatareyousayingtomeLoyiso?

Him:wearegettingmarriedintwohours

sthandwasam.
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GUGULETHU

2hrs.That'swhathesaidright?Ihavetwo

hourstogetreadyforaweddingionlyfound

outabout10minsago.Whatifthedressdoesn't

fitme?Whatifthereisnodressandhewants

metowearthisone?Whatifidon'tlikethe

dress

Loy:babyrelax



Me:youcan'ttellmetorelax,ihavetwohours

beforeigetmarriedandihavenothingprepared

Him:everythingyouneedishere.Trustme

Hekissedmylipsthenpeckedmycheek.Iwas

stillinabitofadaze,maybeI'mdreamingyaz,

thissoundstoogoodtobetrue.Whopullsoffa

surprisewedding?

Him:I'llseeyouintwohours.Everyonethat's

goingtohelpyougetreadyisalreadyhereandi

alsoneedtogogetready.Iloveyousomuch

MaZuluwam

HeleftwiththekidsjustasAbongiwe,Mbali,

Amahle,mymother,themakeupladyand

someotherladywhowasholdingmydress.It

wasinacoversoicouldn'texactlyseeit

Amahle:ican'tbelieveyouaregettingmarried

Me:neithercani

Abongiwe:wehavetwohoursguys.Shower,get



dolledup,getdressedandletsgogether

married

Everyonescatteredtothedifferentroomsandi

stoodgrounded.Howisitthatthisistakingso

longtosinkin?Isthisreallyhappening?

Abongiwegavemeaglasswithsomeliquid

thatidownedinstantly.ittookagoodtwo

secondsbeforeirealizedihaddownedalcohol.

Verystrongalcohol

Me:whatthehellwasthat?

Abongiwe:whiskey.Howareyoufeeling?

Me:overwhelmed.Confused.Idon'teventhink

I'mawakerightnow

Astingingsensationspreadacrossmyleft

cheek.Didthiswomanjustslapme?

Me:Abongiwe!!

Her:ifyoufeltthatthenyouaredefinitely

awake.OKbabesyouaregettingmarriedin



lessthantwohours.Thereisabathroominthe

masterbedroom.Gotakeabath.I'vegotyou

andtonightisgoingtobeperfect

Me:ohmyworditsatnight.AbongiweI'm

bringingmyselfbadluck.Noonegetsmarried

atnight.

Her:yourmanisspontaneous.Don'toverthink

it.nothingwillgowrong.Trustme.Gobath

Itsamazinghowfast2hrscangobywhenyou

haveasurpriseweddingcomingyourway.i

lookedattheclockonthewallasthemakeup

ladyfinishedtouchingupmyfaceanditwas

19h30.30minstogo.

Mbali:dresstime.I'msoexcited

Tshepi:metoo.Ican'twaittoseeyouinit.

MamayoushouldseehowcuteShakalooksin

hissuit.thedadsaretryingtoteachhimhowto

walk

Ilaughednervouslyjustpicturingthem.Waitdid



Tshepijustcallmemama?Ilookedather,she

wassmilingthenshewinkedatme

Me:didyoujust...

Tshepi:youguysaregettingmarriedafterall

Me:comehere

Igaveherahug,aheartfeltwarmhug.The

progresswe'vemadeoverthepasttwoyearsis

quitealot

Me:thankyou

Tshepi:nothankyoumom

Amahle:guystimeisn'tonourside

Wheniwasalreadyinmydressicouldn't

believemyeyes.IfIthoughtilookedlikea

queenearlierthenrightnowI'mthequeen's

queen.Iwaslookingeffortlesslybeautifulandi

wasinsanelyinlovewithmyweddingdress.it

fitlikeaglove.

Mom:youlookgorgeousGugu



Me:ifeelgorgeous

Abongiwe:letsgogetyoumarriedmngani

Itookinadeepbreathandslowlyexhaled.My3

bridesmaid,Mbali,AmahleandTshepilooked

gorgeousandsodidmymaidofhonour

Abongiwe.Asiwalkedintotheweddingvenuei

keptprayingsilentlythatidonttripandfallin

frontofthesepeoplebutwhenmyeyeslanded

onLoyisoandourboys,myheartmelted

instantly.Thetwinslookedsocuteintheirsuits.

lookingaroundicouldtellthatalotofthought

andplanningwentintothisnight.Thesermon

wasshortsowegottothevowspartvery

quicklyandihadtogofirst.Iwasn'teven

preparedforthisweddingsowhenwasigoing

togetachancetowritemyvows?

Pastor:Gugu?

Iclearedmythroat.I'mstillfeelingvery

overwhelmedbutI'vebeentakingalotofdeep



breaths

Me:I'mallowedtomessthispartupbecausei

didn'tknowiwasgettingmarriedtoday.I

thoughtweweregoingOutfordinner.Asi

walkeddowntheaisle,ididn'twantmyeyesto

wonderaroundtoomuchbecauseiwasalready

nervousenoughsoifocusedmyeyesonthe

manthatpulledallofthistogether.Youarea

dreamcomethroughLoyiso,youareaprayer

answeredandawishgranted.You'vebrought

somuchloveandhappinessintomylife,I've

grownwithyouoverthepastthreeyearsandi

wouldn'twanttochangeathingaboutus.

Todaywetakeanotherstepthroughourjourney,

todayibecomeyourwife.Ivowtohelpyoulove

life,toseeeachdayasanopportunitytobean

evengreatermanandhusband.Ivowtonever

disrespectyou,toneverlookdownonyoubut

toelevateatalltimesandtoalwaysgiveyou

yourplaceinourhome.Mylove,mysoul,my



life,myheartandmyloyaltyisyourstohave,

yourstotreasureandyourstoprotect.I

promisetoalwayssubmittoyou,tokeepyou

wellfedinallareasandneverdenyyouwhats

yours.Iloveyoupastmymind,pastmysoul

andpastmybody,ilovefromthedepthsofmy

heartwhereonlyyou,Godandourchildren

reside.

Thetearswerealreadyrollingdownmycheeks

andiwasn'tgoingtowipethem.Theseare

tearsofjoyandiwanttheworldtoseethem

Loy:ificouldiwouldaskyoutomarrymeevery

weekjustsoicouldseeyouthishappyand

hearthosebeautifulwordsbeingdedicatedto

me.Ioncereadthatyoucanneversayyoutruly

lovesomeoneuntilyou'veseentheperson

strugglingwiththeirhealth,grievingalovedone

andstrugglingfinancially.Foralongtimei

believedthatuntilicametorealisedthatitsnot

entirelytrue.Thewayiseeit,itiswhenyour



loveistested,yourtrustisbrokenandloyalty

questionedandyoustillcomeoutontop.That's

whenyouknowthestrengthofyour

relationshipandhowfaryourlovecanstretch.

infrontofthesepeopleI'mnotafraidtoadmit

thatI'mnothingwithoutyou.Youaremy

everything.I'vebeenblessedtobelovedbya

queensuchasyourselfandittookonesimple

thingformetorealisethatyoudeservenothing

lessthantheworldonasilverplatter.Infrontof

ourfriendsandfamilyipromisetoforeverlay

theworldatyourfeet,toneverlayahandon

younomatterhowmuchmytempermayrise.I

promisetoloveinawayyou'veneverbeen

loved,tomakeyouquestioneverthingyouknew

aboutlovebeforeyoumetme.I'mgoingtolove

yousomuchuyozeubaceleukuthibangikhuze.

I'llbeyourbestfriend,yoursupportsystemand

yourbiggestcheerleader.Youaremyworld,my

universeandmyentiregalaxy.Mylifestarts

andendswithyou.iloveyouMaZuluKaSmith



Heremovedmyveilandpulledmeintohis

embraceandkissedme.Ourfirstkissas

husbandandwife.Iwasstillenjoyinglistening

tohisbeautifulwordsthathaveturnedmy

insidesintowarmicecream.

Pastor:idon'tremembertellingyoutokissher

Loy:youweretakingtoolong

Ilaughed,everyonedidactually.Thetwins

broughttheringsandwowweretheygorgeous.

Iwasinlovewithmygorgeouspearshaperuby

diamondring.Simple,elegantandyetso

glamorous.hiswasawhitegoldsimpleband

withasmallrubydiamond.Themomentwe

werepronouncedhusbandandwife,hepulled

meinforanotherkissthenwhisperedinmyear

Loy:IloveyouMrsSmith

Ismiledhappilywhilestaringatmyring.iam

MrsSmithnow.

[08/18,15:41]Mca:Season2



Insert43

ABONGIWE

*5yearslater*

Asaparentwealwaysaimtoprotectourchild,

westrivetoteachthemrightfromwrongand

wespendmostofourtimeemphasisinghow

wronglyingis.Wegoasfarasusingreligion

andthebible.Wheniwasachildmyfather

alwaystoldmethatalyingchildisabadchild

andabadchildisthedevil'schild.Nowat

6yearsold,ididn'twanttobethedevil'schild,i

wantedtobeGod'schildsoevenwhenitolda

smalllie,ibeggedGodforforgiveness.Parents

dosometimeslietoprotecttheirchildren,its

whatmakesuseithergoodorbadparentsbut

theproblemcomeswhenthekidsfindout

aboutthelieanddon'tseeitfromyourpointof

view.Mykidsaregrownupnow,Usithandileis

16,Oyintandois15andStholokuhleis14.

Usithandilerecentlyfoundoutthatsheis



adoptedandhascompletelyshutusout

Me:LimileI'mscared.Whatifshedoes

somethingstupidandrunsaway?

Hekissedmyforehead.Iknowheisasscared

asiambuthejustwon'tshowit.Iwishshe

couldjustgiveusachancetoexplain

everythingtoher

Li:havefaithinthechildyouraisedmyangel.

sheisjustconfusedandangryatthemoment,

shewillcomearound

Me:whatifshedoesn'tLimile?Whatthen?

MaybeishouldaskShauntocometalktoher.

hewasinhershoessoheunderstandsthis

Him:idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea

Me:thenwhatshouldidoHadebe?Ican'tjust

sithereanddonothing

Aknockonourbedroomdoorpausedthe

conversationwewerehaving.ItwasLimilethat



wenttoopenandOyintandowalkedin.Heisso

tallnowwithadeepvoiceandsucha

handsomeboy.

Oyi:momsomeoneisheretoseeyou

Me:who?

Oyi:shesaidsheisasocialworker.Mrs

Hadebe

Li:mustbemamncaneAsemahle.Whereis

yoursister?

Oyi:inthekitchen

Whenwegotdownstairs,Asemahlealreadyhad

somethingtodrinkinfrontofher.weshared

hugs

Asemahle:I'msorryforcomingunannounced

butIonlygotyourvoicemailthisafternoon

Limileclearedhisthroat

Li:I'mgladyoucouldcome.Letmeget

Usithandileandwecantalk



Hecalledoutforherandshecameandsatnext

tome.Ittookherhandinmineandgaveita

gentlysqueeze

Li:pumpkinthisisuncleSbani'smom.You

rememberherright?

Usi:yesido.Hello

Asemahle:HelloUsithandile.Ihadabrieftalk

withyourdadandhetoldmeaboutyourrecent

findingsandyouweren'thappyaboutit

Usi:I'mjustconfused

Me:letusfillinthegapsforyoubaby.Please

justdon'tshutusout

Usi:iwanttoknowwheremyrealparentsare,

whytheygavemeaway,whyyouguysadopted

me,howoldIwaswhenyoubecamemy

parentsandwhyyoukeptthisfromme

Hervoicewasbreakingasshewascloseto

tears.shereallysoundedhurtandconfused



Asemahle:yourmotherwas14yearsoldwhen

shehadyou,shewasstillachildherselfand

shefeltshewouldn'tbeabletotakecareofyou.

That'swhyshegaveyouup

Usi:amiachildofrape?

Asemahle:notasfarasiknow.Yourbirth

motherwasachildthatdidn'thavetheright

guidanceandsuccumbedtopeerpressure.She

neverrevealedtouswhoyourfatheris.Icould

trytotrackherdownforyouifyou'dlike

Myeyesgrewwider,Asemahlecan'ttakemy

babyfrommeandgivehertoanotherwoman.I

wouldneverallowthat

Usi:noitsfine.Thingsarebetterthewaythey

are

Sheturnedtolookatme,ijustwantedtowrap

myarmsaroundherandholdhertight.looking

athernow,icouldn'thelpbutthinkofthefirst

dayimether.Howiinstantlyfellinlovewith



her.Mybeautifulpumpkin

Me:adayafteryourdadandigotengaged,i

wasadmittedtothehospitalbecauseiwas

bleedingheavily.atthehospitalwediscoveredi

hadbeenpregnantbutilostthebaby.The

doctortheninformedusthatiwouldn'tbeable

tohavechildren.Wewantedafamilyandthat's

whywebroughtyouhomewithus.Usithandile

yourfatherandiloveyousomuch,idon'tcare

whatDNAsays,youareourdaughter.Nothing

willchangethat

Li:yourmotherisright.Wedidn'ttellyou

becausetousyouareourdaughtersowefeltit

wasn'timportant.You'vebeeninourlivessince

youwere3monthsold,youareourchildas

muchasKuhleandOyiare.Iamhoweversorry

thatweliedtoyouandkeptallofthisasecret.

Wewouldneverhurtyouintentionallymy

pumpkin

Hepulledhertowardsher,kissedherforehead



thengaveherahug

Usi:ihatethatnametata,uyayazlontonjena

*

*

GUGULETHU

You'dthinkafterbeingmarriedfor5years,i

wouldbeusedtoitbutI'mnot.I'msohappy,

contentandinlove.Ofcoursewe'vehadour

fightsandproblemsbutwe'venevergoneto

bedwithouttalkingthingsthrough.Itsoneof

thethingshismotheremphasizedonwhenshe

advisedme.Thatandthatimustneverdeny

himsex.Loyiso'smomisjustaspecialtypeof

woman.Myboysareinhighschoolnow,Tshepi

isinvarsity,Somilaisingrade1whileShakais

inpreschool.Nothingmuchhaschanged

becausethebickeringandfightingamongstthe

siblingsisaneverydaythingeventoday.I'm

wokenupbysoftkissesonmyfaceandismile



withoutopeningmyeyes

Loyiso:goodmorningwife

Me:goodmorninghusbae

Iopenmyeyesandheisalreadydressedupin

asuit.Helookslikeheisreadytoleave.ilook

attheclockandits6:05

Me:whereareyouofftoosoearly?

Him:myflighttoNairobiisat7:15

Ihadcompletelyforgottenthathewasleaving

forKenyatoday

Me:iforgot.whenareyoucomingback?

Him:in3days.SaturdaymorningI'llbehere

whenyouwakeup

Hepeckedmylipsbutipulledhiminfora

deeperkiss

Him:iloveyounanazi

Me:iloveyoumorebabakhe.callmewhenyou



land

Him:I'lldefinitelydothat

Iwentbacktosleepafterheleftandwokeup

30minslater.myalarmhadgoneoff10mins

priortomewakingupbutisnoozedit.Igotout

ofbed,tookashowerthenworenavyslimfit

chinosthatwerefoldedatthebottom,awhite

blouseandnavyblazerwithmylightpinkheels

whichmatchedmybag.Iwasalreadyrunning

latesoisettledforsimplemakeup,just

mascara,eyelinerandpinklipstick.Thekids

werealreadyeatingwhenigottothekitchen

Me:morningguys

Sambulo:morningmom.Dadmadeyoua

smoothiebeforeheleft.Itsinthefridge

Sabelo:healsomadelunch,ihopewewon'tdie

Ilaughed.sometimesLoyisodoesthese

amazingthingstomakemylifeeasierwhenhe

isn'taround.Wedon'thaveNanaanymoresince



thekidsaregrownsoihavetodoeverything

myself

Me:finishupguys,wehavetoleavein10mins

ifIwanttobeattraffic.Babieswhereareyour

bags?

Shake:onthecoush

Shakahasalispswhichannoyshimbutithink

itsthecutestthingever.Whiletheyfinishedup,

ipouredmuesliinasealablebowl,putitinmy

lunchbagtogetherwithasmallyogurt,my

lunchboxandanapple.

Me:I'matthedoor

Somila:metoo.comeonboyswedon'twantto

belateanditsrudetokeepladieswaiting

Sabelo:youtalkalot.letsgo

Luckilyeveryonemadeitontime,myself

included.IworkforShaun'scompanyasoneof

4seniorarchitects.Itsagreatpayingjob,not



thatievenneedthemoney

Nomthi:goodmorningMrsSmith

NomthiismyPAandherdeskisjustoutside

myoffice.sheisolderthanmebutshegives

metherespectIdeserveandidothesame

Me:goodmorningNomthi.pleasegetmea

decaflatteandcometomyofficesowecango

throughmydiary

Her:yesma'am

Iplacedmysketchpadonmydesk,loggedon

tomycomputerandcheckedmyemails.

standardprocedureforeverymorning.Nomthi

returnedwithmycoffee,wewentthroughmy

diary

Her:youhavealunchmeetingwithaMr

SbanisethuHadebeat12,herequestedthatyou

guysmeethereattheofficesoI'vebookedthe

boardroom



Me:potentialclient?

Her:yes.Hedidn'twanttodisclosemuch,he

saidhe'drathertalktoyou

Me:uhmOKinthemeantimegatherallthe

informationyoucanabouthimandhaveit

readyformeintwohours.IhavedesignsIhave

tofinishsoidon'twanttoBeDisturbedforthe

nexttwohours

Her:yesma'am

Shewalkedoutleavingmetohavemy

breakfastandgetstartedonmywork
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GUGULETHU

TherewasnothingmuchaboutthisSbaniguy

ontheinternetbutNomthimanagedtofindout

thatheisinthehospitalityindustry.

Restaurants,hotelsandlodgesarewhathe



makeshismoneyfromandheseemstobe

goodatitjudgingbyhisnetworth.Iwas

readingthroughhisprofilewhenmyphonerang.

MyheartdidabackflipwhenIsawmy

husband'snameonthescreen

Me:myking

Loy:heymylove.Uright?Didyoustartyour

morningkakuhle?

Me:yesididsthandwasam.Thankyouforthe

smoothieandmakinglunches.Idbesolost

withoutyou

Him:mypleasurebaby.I'mstillattheairport,i

haveameetingin30minssoI'mwaitingforthe

driver

Me:wewilltalklaterbaby.Ialsohavea

meetingnowaswell.Loveyou

Him:loveyoumore

Ihungup.AfewminuteslaterMrHadebe



arrivedandipreparedtogototheboardroom.

Hisprofilesaidheis31buttheguylooked25

andfilthyrich.Hesmiledwheniwalkedin,

stooduptoshakemyhandthenwebothsat

down

Me:goodafternoonMrHadebe

Sbani:pleasecallmeSbani

Hesmiledagain,heseemsquitefriendlyand

welcoming

Me:OKSbani,I'mGuguSmith

Him:thewifeofLoyisoSmithasof5yearsago

Ichuckled.IguessI'mnottheonlyonewhodid

herhomework.ToobadI'mnotevenongoogle

Me:youlookedmeup

Him:ilookupeveryoneihaveanintentionof

workingwith.irecentlygotmarried

Me:congratulations



Him:thankyou.ihaven'tlivedinonecityfor

longerthan3monthssincemyvarsitydays.I

liketotravel,itsgreatformylineofworkplusis

agreatwaytounwindandrelax

Hespokewithconfidence,powerandhedidn't

beataroundthebush.ialreadylikehimfor

beingprecise

Him:mywifewantstosettleheresowebought

ahousebutshedoesn'tlikeitsoweare

renovating.idlikeyoutoheadthatup.I'll

courierthehouseplans,youcancomeseethe

houseandchangeittosomethingwewould

like

Me:OKsoundssimpleenough

I'vedonetonsofrevampingdesigns,icoulddo

thatinmysleepeven

Him:basedonhowimpressediambythe

house,wewillstarttalkingaboutwhatyoucan

doforthe6buildingsijustbought



Me:iwontletyoudown

Him:bewarnedMrsSmith,I'mnotamanthatis

easilyimpressedsoyouhaveyourworkcutout

foryou

Nomatterhowrichyouare,youwillalwaysfeel

intimidatedbypeoplewhoarericherthanyou

andthereisalwayssomeonericherthanyou.At

theendofourmeetingihadthefullbrief,

deadlineandahugechiponmyshoulder.thisis

agreatcareeropportunityforme.Therestof

mydaywassmoothsailing,thecompanydriver

fetchedmybabiesfromschoolandiletthem

chillinmyofficewhileiwork.Sabeloand

Sambulousuallyhavethingstodoafterschool

soionlypickthemupafterwork

Shaka:mommyI'mtired

Me:getoncouchandsleep

Shaka:iwanttogohome.Whenarewegoing

home?



Me:assoonasI'mdoneherebaby.Somilahelp

yourbrothertakehisshoesoffsohecansleep

onthecouch

Somila:canisleeptoomommy?

Me:yesmylove.I'llwakeyouupwhenwego

home

I'mexcitedaboutthisnewprojectijusttookon

andiwanttoimpress.Iwassolostinmywork

thationlyrealiseditshometimewhenNomthi

knockedonmydoor

Me:hometimealready?

Nomthi:yesma'am.I'mrushingtogettaxies

Me:uhmI'lldropyouoff,pleasejusthelpme

withthesetwo.

Iswitchedeverythingoff,inevertakework

home.oneofthethingsLoyisoandiagreedon.

IcarriedShakasinceheisthefussyonewhile

NomthicarriedSomila.Itsalwaysriskyletting



thekidssleepinthecarwithoutbucklingthem

upbutiknowmychildren,theywillthrowa

tantrumiftheyarewokenupbeforetheyhave

hadenoughsleep.Ipickedtheboysupfrom

schoolandtheywoketheirsiblingsuptheni

droppedNomthioff.Itwasaround6:30pm

whenwegothomeandiwon'tevenlie,iwas

exhausted

Me:SabeloandSambuloshowerand

homeworkpleasewhileimakedinnerand

switchtheTVonforyourbrotherandsister

Beingacareerwomanandamotherisn'tchild's

playespeciallyondayswhenihavetodoitall

myself.Idefrostedandmarinatedmeat,madea

Greeksaladthenboiledpotatoesformash.

Whenthatwasdone,igavemybabiesabath

thenpouredmyselfaglassofwinewhichihad

whilegrillingthemeat

*



*

ABONGIWE

Losingmydad18monthsagowasprobablyone

ofthemostdifficultthingsI'llevergothrough

buttimetrulydoeshealallwounds.Istillmiss

himattimesandnotadaygoesbywithoutme

thinkingabouthim.MaNtombistillstaysatthe

houseandthekidsandivisitheroften

Oyi:mommayipleasehaveanewphone

Me:askyourfather

Him:idid,hesaidishouldaskyou

Me:why?Becausewhenyouaskhimfor

condoms,hedoesn'tsayyoumustaskme

Hiseyeswidenedandhismouthhungopen.

TheseboysthinkI'mstupid,asifidon'thearthe

hushhushconversationstheyhavewiththeir

fatheraboutcondomsandextraallowanceso

theycantaketheirgirlfriendsoutondates.I



hearitall

Him:huhmomuhmlikeidon't...me?Condoms?

Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

Me:hmmI'msureyoudon't.Askyourfather

Him:aboutthecondomsoraboutthephone?

Me:Oyintandoyenkosi!!

Helaughed,kissedmycheekthenhoppedon

thecounter.Iwasmakingdinneranditwasjust

thetwoofusinthehousesincehisbrotherwas

atchoirpracticeandhissisterwasatthelibrary.

Daddywasatwork

Him:iloveyouyazmamam

Me:don'tgetanyonepregnantOyintando,I'm

notlookingafteranybabiesmina

Him:that'swhydadgivesmemoneyfor

condomsnjenamama.Sothatnoonegets

pregnant

Me:soyouarehavingsex?JesusOyintando



yazyouaregoingtosendmetomygraveearly

Him:relaxmom,ialwaysprotectmyself,i

respectwomenandI'maonewomanmanlike

dad

Liandihavealwayshadanopenrelationship

withthekidsandastheygotolderwemadeita

comfortablespaceforthemtotalktousfreely

aboutperiods,sex,condomsandbasically

anythingthatmakesrelationshipsbetween

parentsandchildrenabituncomfortable.Kuhle

walkedinwithhissisterandtheirfather.Li

kissedmycheekbeforeplacinghislaptopbag

onthecounter

Li:somethingsmellsamazing

Oyi:wearecookingupastormhere

igavehimasideeyeandhesmiledbefore

blowingmeakiss

Me:we?



Oyi:dadmomhasbeeneavesdroppingonus

Li:really?Didyoudowhatitoldyoutodo?

Theywerealreadylaughing,Kuhlewasalso

joininginsoUsithandileandijustlookedat

eachotherandshruggedourshoulders

Me:starttalking

Kuhle:dadsaidifyoueveraskusaboutthe

condomsmoney,weshouldtellyouthatweare

havingsexandyoumustjustbehappythatwe

areprotectingourselves

Me:sonosex?

Oyi:momwearenoteven16yetsonoweare

nothavingsex

Li:stopeavesdroppingmyangel.you'llgive

yourselfgreyhair

Me:mxmgochangeplease

Li:wehaveguestscomingoverfordinner,i

hopeyoudidn'tforget



Me:ididn't

Usithandilehelpedmewiththerestofthe

dinnerpreparationstheniwenttotakeaquick

showertofreshenup.Ihatehavingtohost

peoplefordinnerduringtheweek,its

exhaustingreally.Liwenttogetthedoorwhen

therewasaknockandtheywalkedin

Li:heyguys

Hegavehiscousinamanhugthenhuggedhis

wifebeforeleadingthemtothelounge.thekids

werestillsettingthetablesoipouredwhiskey,

wineandjuiceforeveryone

Sbani:MrsHadebe,wefinallyofficiallymeet

Iplacedthetrayonthecoffeetable,huggedthe

bothofthemandsatdownnexttomyhusband

Me:yeswedo.itsgoodtofinallyputafaceto

thevoice

Sbani:thisismywifeLethiwe.Babythisismy



brotherLimileandhiswifeAbongiwe

Lethi:brother?

Li:inwhitetermswearecousinsbutinAfrican

termswearebrothers.Ourdadswerebrothers

Lethi:samewayLisaisyoursister?

Sbani:yeah.Lisa'sdadistheoldestthencomes

Li'sdadthenAuntieLwathenmydad

SbaniisbabomncaneKK'ssonwithmam'

Asemahle.Hehasbeeninandoutofthe

Countrysincehegraduated.GotmarriedinLas

Vegasearlierthisyearwithnofamilypresent.

Li:I'mgladyouarefinallysettlingdownndoda.

Thisthingoftravelingsomuchisn'tgood

Lethi:maybeifyoutellhim,hewillhearyou

Sbani:I'mgrowingupnowdon'tworrybro.I'm

marriednow,boughtahouseandIhaveakid

Me:andexpectinganotheroneisee



Lethiwasspottingabeautifulbabybumpwhich

madeherlookevenmorebeautiful

Lethi:babynumber5forme.Myoldestis19

butheliveswithhisfathernow

Wegottoknoweachabitmoreduringdinner.I

likeLethi,sheseemsgrounded,drivenandyou

cantellthatsheisn'twithSbaniforhismoney.

Shehasherownmoney.Afterdinnerthekids

didthedishesthenwenttobedwhilewehada

nightcap

Li:howdidyouguysevenmeet?

Theylookedateachotherwithlovefacesand

smiles

Sbani:shoulditellthestoryorwillyoutellit?

Lethi:goaheadlove

Sbani:imetherduringourfinalyearinvarsity.

Atfirstthroughafriendofminethatwasinto

herandtheylaterdated.Thenimetheragain



thefollowingyear,sheworkedatMelomedwith

Lisa

Me:soyouareanurse?

Lethi:yeah

Sbani:shewasalreadydatingAsibonge,heis

stillagoodfriendofmine.

Lethi:Asiandibrokeupayearafterihadthe

twins.Itwasacleanbreakup,verymatureand

amutualdecision.Wewerenothappyanymore

andwecalleditquits.Thefollowingyearwhile

onholidaywithMfundoandLisainMiamiwe

bumpedintoeachotherandnowhereweare.
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OnSaturdaymorningiwaswokenupbythe

smelloffryingbaconandeggs.WhenIsatup

onthebed,isawmyhusbandssuitcaseatthe



farendoftheroom.Heisback.Iquicklyleaped

outofbed,washedmyface,rinsedmymouth

thenwentdownstairs.IwasinjusthisT-shirt

andhisboxers.Ithinkifellmoreinlovewith

himfromwatchinghimpreparebreakfastwith

histwoyoungestkids.Shaka'seyesliftedfirst

andhesawmewatchingthem

Shaka:mama

Istrolledtowardsthem,wrappedmyarms

aroundmyheart'skeeperandkissedhim

deeply.Iwasevenonmytoes,pressingmy

bodyagainsthis

Sambulo:sisguys.PG13please

Itotallyignoredhimandsodidhisfather

becausehegrabbedmyass,liftedmeupand

mademewrapmylegsaroundhis

Sambulo:dadseriously?Wow.Youdonotlove

usasyourchildren

Loyisopulledoutofthekissbutdidn'tputme



down

Loyiso:finishdishingupandputoursinthe

warmer

Sambulo:dokeepinmindthatweareawake

andalert

Loyiso:idon'tcare

Hecarriedmeallthewaytoourbedroomwhere

hetossedmeonthebedandgotbetweenmy

legsandkissedmeagain.Icouldfeelhispenis

pressinghardagainstmyclitthroughhis

sweatpantsandtheboxersiwaswearing

Him:goodmorningbeautiful

Me:goodmorningmylove

Wehadanamazinglovemakingsessionbefore

wecuddledinbed.Ievenforgotthatiwas

hungry

Him:howwaslifewithoutme?

Me:hecticasalwaysbutwesurvived.Workhas



alsobeenhectic.Ihaveanewprojectwitha

verytightdeadline

Him:ihopeyouhaven'tbeenbringingwork

home

Me:nahihaven't.itsnothinghectic,itjustthat

themanisdifficulttoimpressandyouknow

howrichpeoplecanbe

Helaughed,kissedmycheekthenmademelay

directlyontopofhimbeforepeckingmylips

Him:youdoknowyouarerichtooright?

Me:ichoosetoignorethatlittlefact.Theguy

ownsthehotelwegotmarriedat.Wellhedidn't

ownitatthetimebecauseheboughtittwo

yearsago

Hefrowned

Him:Sbani?

Nowifrowned

Me:youknowhim?



Him:yeahheismycousin.

Me:yourwhat?Howmanycousinsdoyouhave

andhowcomeyou'venevermentionedhim

Him:wearenotclose.I'mclosewiththe

cousinsigrewupwith.NgumntanaUSbani

becauseithinkiwasinfirstyearormatric

whenhewasborn

Me:ohmakessense.Tellmeaboutallyour

cousins

Him:allofthem?

Inodded.Thisoneisabitclosedoffwhenit

comestohisfamily.you'dswearhisfamily

startsandendswithjusthisparentsand

Qhawe

Him:OKletmetakeyouback.waybacksothat

wedon'thavethisconversationagain

Me:OK

Him:onceuponatime



Helaughedandipinchedhisnipplewhich

madehimgroaninpain

Him:I'mnotgoingtotellyouifyouabuseme

Me:khulumabhuti

Him:yesonceuponatimetherewasmkhulu

HadebeandGogoHadebe.Theybothpassed

awaybeforewemet

Me:yourmom'sparentsright?

Him:yeah.Theyhad3kidstogetherbutmkhulu

alsohadanotherchildfromhisCasanovadays.

I'mnotquitesurewhoistheoldestbetween

uncleNamianduncleSakhileandthenthereis

mymomanduncleKK.UncleKKwasatour

wedding,uncleSakhilewasn't

Me:heistheonethattoldthestoryofyouand

Qhawebreakingthewindowwiththeballand

blamingitonhim?

webothlaughedashecontinuedtodenythatit



wasthemandnottheunclethatbrokethe

window

Him:lolyeahhim

Me:andiknowuncleSakhile,westayedathis

housewhenwewenttodropAmahleincape

town

Him:ohyeah.Sothosearemymom'ssiblings.

UncleNamidied,youknowthisandhehad

AlwandeandLimile.UncleSakhileonlyhasLisa

anduncleKKhasSbani

Me:ohsoheisyourcousincousin

Him:babyIdon'tknowwhatcousincousin

means

Me:itmeansimmediatecousin

Iwasalreadyrollingmyeyesbecauseiknowhe

knowswhatimeant

Him:I'mgoingtoflipyouoverandtellthisstory

withmydickinsideyouthenaskyouquestions



later.Rollyoureyesagainandyoushallsee

Mymouthopenedbutiquicklyclosedit

Him:youKnowmymom'skids.All25ofus

Me:hahathat'snotfunny.SoitsyouandQ,

Yandisa,Shaun

Him:Shaunisn'tmymom'schildbiologically.

DadcheatedandShaunappeared

Me:what?WowOK.ThenitsKwandoand

Kwandi?

Him:yeahandthenweallhadourownkidsand

nowmymotherhas20grandkids.That'sifi

countedcorrectly

Me:wowyouguysarealot

Him:andthat'sjustmymother'sside.Idon't

knowmuchaboutmybiologicaldad'ssideand

itsnotlikeicareaboutthem

Iwasgettingtiredofbeingontopofhimso

nowihadmyheadonhischestandmylegin



histhigh

Him:Dlaminigrandparentshadmyfatherand

hisbrother.Myfatherhadus,LuthandoandAJ.

AJhasakidor2,idon'tthinkLuthandohasany

kids.Shehasalwaysbeenstuckupthatone

Me:OKthat'sshort,briefandsweet.Smithside?

Him:Grandparentsalsodiedbeforeimetyou.

Thisoneisabitcomplicated.Mydad'sparents

diedwhenhewasakidsohewasraisedbyhis

auntanduncle.Hisdad'sbrotherandhiswife.

ThosepeopleareuncleMikeanduncleJason's

parents.

Me:sotheyarecousins

Him:yeahbuttheygrewuplikebrothers.Like

uswithLiandAlwa.unclemikehadAveryand

Lwakho

Me:Abongiwe'sexandherbestie

Helaughed,shookhisheadthenlaughedagain



Him:yeahthosetwo.UncleJasonhadJaden

andJessica.SameJadenwhoseweddingwe

wereat2Decembersago.That'saboutit

Me:letmetellyouaboutmyfamilythenwecan

goeat.I'mhungry

Him:goaheadnanazi

Me:idon'tknowmygrandparents,momand

dadhadme,MbaliandAmahle.Daddied,mom

becameanalcoholic.MbalihadXolohandihad

ShakaandSomila,whileAmahlethankfullyhas

nochild.Letsgoeat

WhatIlovemostaboutmyboysisthatthey

neverforgettheirchoressowhenwegottothe

kitchen,itwasclean,theloungewascleantoo.

Thejoysofhavinggrownkids.idon'twanta

maidbecauseiwantmychildrentohavea

normallife.Iwarmedupourfood,servedmy

husbandandweateinthekitchen.Sabelo

walkedinwithhissisterwhowascryingfor



somereason

Sabelo:shewantsherparents

Loy:whatdidyoudothatismakingherwant

herparents

Sabelo:thecorrectquestiontoaskiswhatdid

shedotoShakaforhimtodowhathedidtoher

thatismakingherwantherparents

Me:youguysatannoying.Thebothofyou

Theintercommadeasoundandtheprincess

thatwascryingrantothescreenwhenshesaw

Shakarunningtowardsit.Ijustwatchedthem

pusheachotheraround,fightingoverthe

answerbutton

Me:Somilasukalapho

Somila:sukaShaka

Shaka:hayigoaway

Me:Sabelopleasejustanswerthatbefore

thosetwokilleachotherorikillthem



NowtheywerefightingwithSabelobecausehe

answered.Afewminuteslaterweheardacar

parkoutside

Loy:whoisit?

Sabelo:somelady.MissV

Me:MissV?

Loyisowenttoopenthedoorwhileiclearedthe

dishesandputtheminthedishwasher.I've

neverseenthisladybutjudgingfromthelook

onLoyiso'sface,theyknoweachother

Me:hello

MissV:hi.Loyisoareyoujustgoingtostand

thereandnotevengivemeahug

Hepausedforafewsecondsthenturnedto

lookatmebeforeaddressingSabelo

Loy:takethekidstoyourroomandstaythere

untilitellyousomethingdifferent

Sabelo:OK



hedidashisfatherhadinstructedwhich

confusedmeevenmore.areweindangerof

somesortandwheredoesLoyisoknowthis

womanfrom?

Me:what'sgoingon?

Henowhadhisattentiononthiswomanwho

wasnowlookingatmefromheadtotoeand

givingmestinkylooks

Loy:Sneufunantonapha?

Sne?Thisnamesoundsfamiliar

Sne:isthathowyougreetanoldflame?Not

evenahugLoyiso

Loy:I'mnotgoingtorepeatmyselfSnenhlanhla

Sne:I'mbackinthecountryandithoughtI

shouldcomebyandseemykids.Yourmom

gavemeyouraddress

Andtheneverythingbecamecleared.Thisisthe

wreckingballSne,theonethatdestroyed



Loyiso'sfirstmarriage.Themotherofthetwins.

Thisisher.

Me:getout

Sne:excusemewhat?

Me:iwantyouToleavemyhouse

Sne:I'mheretoseeLoyiso

Me:thentakehimwithyoubutidon'twantyou

inmyhouse

SheturnedtolookatLoyisoindisbelief

Sne:Loyiso

Loy:youheardher.Ifyouarereallybackfor

good,I'llgetmyparentstosetupameeting

withyourfamilyandwecantalkaboutthe

twinsbutyouhavenobusinessbeinginour

houseandcominghereunannounced.
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LOYISO

Myheartstoppedbeatingforasecondwheni

sawher.Wehaven'tspokeninyears,thelast

timeisawhermy14yearoldsonsweren'teven

6monthsoldandiwasstillsoinlovewithher.

Thisisthewomanthatiwouldhaveleftanyone

for,shehadmyheartinherpocketandshe

knewthisalltoowell.Lookingathernow,she

hasn'tchangedmuch,sheisstillbeautiful,she

isstillsexyandshecouldstilldoallthecrazy

thingsshedidbackthenbutthereisa

differencenow.I'vechanged.I'mnolongerthe

Loyisothatiwasbackthen,theonewho

couldn'tkeephiszipclosedwhenaroundher

Me:uthimymomgaveyoumyaddress?

Sne:yes.Shecouldn'treachyouduringthe

week

Me:iwasoutofthecountry

Sne:shedidn'tsay,iaskedfortheaddress,got



onaplaneandflewhere.LookI'mnothereto

causeanytrouble

Gugu:idon'tcare.Thisisourhomeandwe

haveastrictly"noexesallowed"rulehere

Sne:ijustwanttoseemysonsLoyiso.Please

Iscratchedmyheadbeforecoveredmyface

withmyhands.howdoesmydaytakesucha

swingwhenitstartedoffsowell?Inever

thoughthowitwouldbewhenSnecameback,

especiallyfortheboysbecauseasmuchas

theyknowGuguisn'ttheirrealmother,they

don'tknowSne

Me:guyspleasecanwejustcalmdownabit.

Sneithinkyoushouldleave.I'llcallmyparents

andwecanmeetupwithyourparentsandtalk

butrightnowican'tletyouseetheboysbefore

I'vespokentothem

Icouldseethehurtanddisappointmentinher

eyesbuthonestlythereisn'tmuchicoulddoor



say.lastthingiwantisformywifethinkingi

don'tsupporther

Sne:OKI'llflybackhomeinthemorningandI'll

waitforyourcall

Gugu:nexttimedon'tjustshowuphere

unannounced.iwon'tallowyoutofuckupmy

marriagethesamewayyoufuckeduphisfirst

one.

Sne:Ishouldleave.

Shewalkedoutthedoor,istoodthereuntilher

carwasoutthegatebeforeslammingitshut.

whywasisoturnedonbyGugustandingher

ground?Thatshitwasfuckensexy

Gugu:whatarewegoingtodo?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Ireallyhavenoidea

Me:I'llcallmyparentsthentakeitfromthere.i

justdon'twantmychildrentoendupgetting

hurt



Her:theboysarematuredfarbeyondtheir

years.theycanhandleanything

Me:ihopeso.Canwenowtalkaboutyou?

Wheredidallthatfeistinesscomefrom?

Ihadasmirkonmyface,asemiharddickand

myhandswerealreadyonherwaist.She

laughed,coveringherfaceandburyingitonmy

shoulder

Her:aweddingringunlocksalotof

superpowers

Me:ohyeah?

Shenodded.Wekissedshortlybeforeilefther

togotomystudy.idialedmymother'snumber

andwaitedforhertopickup

Mama:heyLoyiso

Me:mamakunjani?

Her:ngirightandwena?

Me:USneebelapha



Her:shamethatpoorwoman.Sheaskedmeto

callyouandicouldn'treachandshewantedto

seeherchildren

Me:youshouldn'thavegivenhermyaddress

mamabecausesherockeduphereandyou

knowihaveawife

I'msureSnegothomeandplayedthevictim

motherthatmissesherchildren.Samechildren

shehasn'tseenorspokentoin14years.

Her:ididn'tgiveheryouraddresssoshecan

comeafteryou,igaveittohersoshecansee

herchildren.theyareherchildrenandtheboys

arenotbabiesanymore

Me:pleaseorganiseameetingwiththeVickers

fortomorrow.I'llflyhomelatertodayandwe

canalltalkaboutthis.Itsbeen14years

Her:justdon'tgetdivorcedforthesamereason

again

Me:hawmama



Her:youareyourfather'ssonwena.Sneisto

youwhatLuminjalowastohim

Me:byebyeMrsSmith

Her:loveyou

Me:loveyoutoomama

ThisthingwithSneneedstojustbesortedout

inadaybecauseIdon'twanttobearoundher

fortoolong.Don'tgetmewrong,ilovemywife

morethanI'veeverlovedanywomanbutatthe

endofthedayI'mahotbloodedmansoidon't

wanttotestfate.Theboyswerewatching

soccerintheloungeandthelittleonesand

Guguweren'tinsight

*

*

GUGULETHU

IfinishedpackingforLoyisoandithenstarted

packingforthekids.Hewascrazytoeventhink



I'lllethimgotothissocalledmeetingwithout

me.Weweregoingtoleavethekidswith

AbongiweandLisincewearecomingback

tomorrowanyway.LoyisowalkedintoShaka's

roomasiwaspackingforhim

Loy:areweOK?

Me:wearefine

Him:areyousure?LooknanaziI'msorryabout

thiswholething

Me:itsnotyourfaultandbesidesweallknew

thisdaywouldcome

HonestlyI'mscared,ilovethoseboysandidbe

soheartbrokenifSnetakesthemaway.We've

beenineachother'slivessincetheywere

5yearsold.Iwenttodropthekidsoffonmy

ownsinceLoyisowasstillsortingoutafew

things.Usithandileopenedthedoorforus

Usi:heyauntGugu



Me:heybaby.Uright?

Her:yesandyou?

Me:wearefine.Whereisyourmom?

SheledustotheloungewhereAbongiwewas

onthecouchwatchingTV.Wesharedahug

beforeisatdown

Abongs:sosheisreallyback?

Me:yep.Ikickedherout

Shelaughed

Her:youlie

Me:I'mdeadserious.Sheisn'tallbitchylike

Tshegobutidon'tlikeherbecauseofthe

attachmenttheyhavegoingon

Her:babeLoyisoisyours,helovesyouandyou

knowthis

Me:aimnganangaz.We'lltalkwhenweget

backandthanksforwatchingthekids



Her:anytimelove

TheflighttoPEwasarelaxedone.Itstheone

timethatiappreciatedhavingaprivatejet

accessibletous.Iwouldn'thavesurviveda

commercialflightinthemoodthatI'min.A

driverpickedusupfromtheairportanddrove

ustotheSmithresidence.Hisdadwasatthe

dooralreadywaitingforuswhenwearrived

Soso:hellomakoti

Ismiled,heissuchasweetoldman.he

wrappedhisarmsaroundmegivingmeawarm

hug

Loy:letgoofmywife.Youhaveyourown

Soso:youusedtosuckmywife'stittiesandi

nevercomplainedandyouwanttocomplain

aboutahug

Loy:hahahadadyouaresoinappropriate

Wegotinthehouse,iwenttoputourbagsin



ourroomthenjoinedeveryoneonthepatiofor

sundowners.IgreetedLwaandshegavemea

warmhugaswell

Lwa:youleftthekids?

Loy:yeah.everyoneneedstoagreeonwhats

goingtohappenfirstbeforeibringthekidsinto

this

Soso:smartmove

Thatnightwesleptearly.iwastoanxiousand

tiredtostayup.Thenextnextdaywewentto

church,camebacktoprepareforSundaylunch

withtheVickers.Snearrivedwithherparents

andherbrother.Theywereabeautifulfamily,I

won'thidethat.Wehadlunchoversmalltalk

thenwegottothemeeting

Soso:Snehowlongareyoubackfor?

Sne:forgood.I'mlookingtoevenbuyahouse

inDurbanjusttobeclosetomysons



Loy:idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.Wellnot

untilwe'vespokentothem

Sne:fairenoughbutLoyisoyou'vehadthemfor

14yearsandnowidliketobeanactivepartof

theirlives.Theyaremychildrenaswell

Loy:youdon'tgettoplaythatcardSnenhlanhla.

Wesathereinthisveryroom14yearsagoand

youchosetoleavethembehindandcontinue

withyourlife

Sne:chose?Ididn'tchooseanything.youmade

thatchoiceforme.yousaiditseitherimove

backhereorileavetheboys

Me:soyouchoseyourcareeroveryourkids?

Myquestionsoundedabitjudgementalmaybe

becauseiwouldneverputanythingoranyone

beforemychildren.Butthenagainwearenot

allthesame

Sne:don'tjudgeme.ihadmyreasons



Me:ijustdon'tunderstandhowyourreasons

stoppedyoufromvisitingthemorcallingthem.

YesmaybeLoyisomadeyouchoosebetween

yourchildrenandyourcareerbutidon'tthinkhe

stoppedyoufromvisitingyourchildrenorfrom

havingarelationshipwiththem

Sne:youwouldn'tunderstand

Irolledmyeyes.Theeasiestdefenceever.

Playingvictimandclaimingpeoplewon't

understand

Lwa:yousaidtomeyoudidn'tfeelwelcomed

byLoyisoandTshegobutyouknewverywell

thattheboysstayedwithmefor5yearsbefore

theymovedtoDurban.inevermadeyoufeel

unwelcome

Sne'sdad:lookwearegoingaroundincircles

Fornoreason.ThechildrenareSne'sandshe

hasarighttohavearelationshipwiththem

Me:ithinkweshouldlettheboysdecideon



theirowniftheywantthatrelationshipwithyou

peopleornotbecausewecan'texactlyforce

them

Loy:whatpissesmeoffinallofthisisthatSne

doesn'twanttotakeherfairshareoftheblame.

Sheisplayingthevictimandblamingeveryone

butherself.Youfuckedupandyoubetterown

uptothatwhenyouseetheboysorelsethey

won'tgiveyouasecondoftheirtime.
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Loyisowasrightaboutonething,theboyswon't

entertainthiswomanifshecomeswithshady

tactics.Theywillshowherflamesandiwill

laughatherthewayilaughathim

Sne:sowhencanicome?

Loy:theweekend.I'lltalktothemduringthe



weekandhearhowtheyfeelbutletmemake

onethingclear,iftheydon'twanttoseeyou,i

wontforcethem

Sne:welldon'tsabotageme.I'mtheirmother

afterall

Shewasnowlookingatmewithastinky

attitude.Doesthiswomannotknowthatihave

battledTshegoandTshepiandcameupontop?

Sheisjustsmallfrytome

Me:ifbytheirmotheryourefertothemsliding

outofyourvaginaandnotminethensurelove,

youaretheirmotherbutI'mthewomanthey

callmama.I'mthewomantheyconfidein,the

onewhohasbeenthereforthemsoreally

braggingaboutyourvaginahasnothingon

whaticouldbragonifiwantedto

Ididn'thearherspeakagainfortherestofthe

meeting.Wehadtoleavedirectlyafterit

becausewestillhadtofetchthekids



Loy:Ithinkyoushouldtalktothem

Me:me?

Him:pleasenanazi.youunderstandthembetter

thanidoandmaybeIwon'tevenputitinthe

rightway

Me:youarejustrunningawayfromSambulo's

questions.that'sallthereistoit

Helaughed,winkedatmethenlaidonthebed

withhishandsbehindhishead.Helooksso

handsome,thegreyhairhasstartedpoking

throughbuteventhatmakeshimevensexier.

At49,itstillamazesmehowhecanstillkeep

upwithShakaandSomila'snonsense.Ijust

ignorethemandwhenoneofthemstartscrying,

istartshouting.Afterwehadsupperhetook

thelittleonestothekitchentomakelunch.

Theyarepickyeaterssoifyoumakethemwhat

youwantandtheydon'tlikeit,thelunchboxwill

comebacklookingthesamewayitdidwhen



theyleftwithitinthemorning

Me:pleaseturndownthevolumeSabelo

Sambulo:areweintrouble?

Sabelo:thepornmagazinesarenotmine.In

factididn'tevenknowitwaspornuntiligot

homeandwhenisawitsporn,iputitaway

withoutlookingatit.Ipromisemama

Sambulo:pleaseremindmetoneverdo

anythingillegalwithyouinthefuture.youtalk

toomuch

Iwasn'tgoingtobringupthepornmagazinei

foundinhisbagbecauseiknowhegotitfrom

Oyintando.Abongiwegavemetheheadsup

becauseLimileistheworstwiththosekids

Me:that'satopicforanotherday.thereis

somethingidliketotalktoyouguysabout

Sambulo:whatsthatmama?

Me:youknowiloveyouguysverymuchright?



Andyouguyswillalwaysbemybabies

Theybothnodded

Me:youstillrememberthatimetyourdadafter

hehadyouguysangithi?

Sabelo:relaxmama,weknowyouarenotour

biologicalmotherbutyouaretheonlymother

we'veeverknownandweloveyoutoo

Sambulo:yeahmom.Noneedtohavethistalk,

weknowthetruthandwedon'tcareaboutit.

weareallafamily,you'venevertreatedus

differentlyandyou'vebeenagreatmothertous

Me:yourrealmotherwantstomeetyouguys

Sambulo:meetusforwhat?Didn'tshemeetus

whenshegavebirthtous?

Sabelo:I'mstillstuckonrealmother?Youare

ourrealmother.sheisjustthewomanthat

dumpedusatGogo'shouseandneverlooked

back.



Me:guysI'msureyouhavequestionsforher

andshewantstoexplainherselftoyou

Theylookedateachotherthenlookedatme.i

washopingtoreadsomesortofemotionfrom

theireyesbuttheywereblank.Theseboysare

reallytheirfather'ssonsandI'mstartingtopick

upsomuchofLoyisofromShakaaswell

Sambulo:becauseiwasraisedinahomewhere

respectisoneofthefoundations,I'llagreeto

thisoutofrespectforwenanotata.

Sabelo:sameherebutiwantyoutoknowthati

havenointerestinthatwomanoranythingshe

hastosay.Ijustdon'twanthertomakeyou

lookbadsoitsfine.I'llmeetupwithher

providedthatyouanddadarethere

Sambulo:shemustjustnotcomeherewith

nonsensebecauseI'llloseit

Me:hayiSambulo

*



*

LOYISO

OnSaturdayitwasGuguandithatwere

anxiousandallovertheplacewhiletheboys

werechilledasever.TheyweretooCalmand

thatwasthescarypart

Sabelo:whenisshegettinghere?

Sambulo:wewanttogotoKuhle'shousefor

videogames

Me:relaxshewillbeheresoon

Sambulo:andsheisnotsleepingoverright?

Becauseifshedoes,I'msleepingover

kwaKuhle

Thischildandhisquestions,yesesman.Wasn't

hesupposedtooutgrowthisphase?The

intercommadeasoundandGuguwentto

answeritandopenedthegate

Gugu:sheishere



Sabelo:showtime

Igavethemasternandunimpressedlookand

Sambulojustwinkedatmeandtheydidtheir

stupidhandshake.Snewalkedinwearing

carameltightpants,blueheels,whiteblouse

andcarryingabluehandbag.Shelookedready

forabusinessmeeting

Sne:helloeveryone

Gugu:hi

Me:hey.Comethisway

ThemomentshewalkedinSabelolaughed.Oh

dearlordthisisgoingtobealongmorning

Sambulo:sharethejokehalf

Sabelo:thisistheladythatwasherewhendad

madeusimprisonedinmyroomlastweekend.

dudeshedidn'tevenrecogniseme

Gugu:Sabelo!

Sabelo:uxolomama



Sne'sfaceturnedsourthemomentsheheard

SabelocallingGugumama.Whatdidshe

expect?Thattheywouldcallherbyhername?

Thatwouldneverhappeninmyhouse

Me:boysthisisSneVicker,thewomanthat

gavebirthtoyou

Sne:yourmother

Sabelo:ilikewhatdadcalledyou.Itsmore

fittingespeciallysincemymother'snameis

GugulethuMaZuluKaSmith

Sne:I'myourmotherSabelo.igavebirthtoyou

Me:Snedon't.calmdown.ThisisSabeloand

that'sSambulo

Sambulo:ihavequestions

Ofcoursehedoes.Whendoesheevernothave

questions?Hetookoutapieceofpaperthat

hadwritingonbothsidesofit.honestlyidon't

thinktheseboysaretakinganyofthisseriously



Sne:I'llanswerallofthem

Sambulo:anddad,mamapleasedon'tintervene.

don'ttellmethaticantaskthatwheniaskher

something.

Me:I'mnotpromisinganything.Iknowhowyou

aresoiwillstepinwhenifeellikeyouare

crossingtheline

Sambulo:hmmfine.sobirthmotherhowdid

youseethisplanningoutwhenyoudecidedto

leavewhatevercaveyouwerehidinginfor14

yearsandcomehere?Whatwasyourplanand

howdidyouseeitworkingout?

Theybothcrossedtheirlegsandfoldedtheir

armsatthesametime

Sne:uhmobviouslyiknewthatyou'dbe

confusedandprobablyunwelcomingtotheidea

ofmereturningbutiwashopingovertimewe

wouldbeabletobuildourrelationship

Sabelo:I'mnotconfused.halfareyouconfused?



Sambulo:notonebit.whatwouldmakeyou

thinkwewouldwanttobuildarelationshipwith

you?

Snelookedoveratme,hopingidstepinbutI

wasn'tgoingto.Sofarthesequestionsare

relevantandtheydeserveanswerstothem.She

clearedherthroat,loweredherheadabitand

sighed

Sne:guyslook,iknowyouguysdon'toweme

anything,ifanythingI'mtheonethatisindebted

toyouanditsclearthatyouhavealotofanger

towardsmeandican'tblameyouforthat.i

didn'tstepupforyouwhenishouldhave,i

madebaddecisionsbutI'mhere.I'mbegging

foryourforgivenessandforanotherchance

Sambuloturnedtolookatmeandiknewa

questionwascomingmyway

Sambulo:howoldwerewewhensheleftus?

Me:3monthsold



Sabelo:JongaMissV,icantspeakforSambulo

buticanspeakformyself.I'mnotangryatyou

andidon'thateyoubecausethatwouldbei

careenoughaboutyoutoeventhinkaboutyou

andihonestlydon't.Ihaven'tlackedamother's

loveinall14yearsofmylife,Gogodidagreat

jobwithusandmamacontinueswheresheleft

off.Idon'tknowwhatroleyouwouldhaveto

playinmylifewhenalltherolesalreadyhave

peopleexcellingatthem.I'mstillakid,igetthat

butI'vebeenraisedandcontinuetoberaisedin

awaythatisteachingmetoquicklyspotthe

thingsthatwontbuildme.Thisrighthereis

goingtomessmeup,itsgoingtomessupalot

ofmyRelationshipsandicantletyoudothat.

Yourtimingistotallyoff,maybeifyoucame

back10yearsagothingswouldhavebeen

different

MyheartbrokeonbehalfofSne,evenGuguhad

tearsinhereyes.Iwarnedherabouttheseboys,



theydon'tnursefeelingsandentertainthings

justtomakeothersfeelbetterabout

themselves.SnewasalreadycryingandSabelo

istheniceone.Hegotuptogetherwaterand

tissuesandplaceditbeforeher

Sambulo:theonlythingicangiveyouisthe

assurancethatifwebumpintoeachother,i

won'tignoreyou.I'mnotrude,ifyouoffermea

liftI'llprobablygetinyourcar.I'lltreatyouthe

samewayitreatmomanddad'scolleagues

andI'mnotstupidsoiwillquicklypickupwhen

thebumpingintoeachotherissuddenly

planned.Doyouhavekidsofyourown?

Iwantedtolaughatthewayheaskedthisbuti

heldmylaughterin

Sne:ihaveadaughterbutsheisintheUS

Sambulo:howoldisshe?

Sne:sheis13

Me:youhadanotherchildayearafterthem?



Sne:iwasinabadspaceLoyiso,imadesome

prettymessedupdecisionsandiwanted

somethingtotakeawaythepainofleavingmy

sonsbehind.

Me:andyouleftherbehindyetyouclaimyou

arebackforgood

Her:sheiscomingthissideinJune.Sabelo,

Sambulopleasejustthinkeverythingover.I

knowitsalottotakeinbutpleasedon'tmake

yourfinaldecisionnow.Kendrawouldloveto

meetyouguysatsomepoint.I'vetoldherabout

you.iknowyouguyswontbelievemebutido

loveyouandiamreallysorry

Sambulo:ihave2sistersmna,Tshepiand

Somila.Kendrawilljusthavetobestrong

withoutme.uhmMissVpleasedon'tthinkthe

decisionI'mmakingnowisthroughangeror

hurtbecauseI'mnothurtorangry.I'mannoyed

nje



Me:Sambulo!

Gugu:myekebaby

Sambulo:likeSabelosaid,yourtimingisoffand

ithasalwaysbeenoff.Hadyouleftwhenwe

were5andonlycamebacknowthenidbe

angryandhurtbutyouleftatatimewheniwas

vulnerableandcouldn'tcreateanykindof

attachment.Idon'tknowyou,idon'trecognise

youasmymotherandnoamountoftimeand

thoughtprocesscanchangethat.uMaZulu

kaSmithismymother.
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GUGULETHU

ThefollowingMondayafterthetwinsroasted

Sne,ihadameetingwithSbaniHadebe.Iwas

actuallyannoyedwiththefactthathenever

mentionedthathewasLoyiso'scousinbuti

wasn'tgoingtobringitup,especiallyata



businessmeeting.Herockedupinmyoffice

dressedcasuallyindarkinkjeans,awhiteT-

shirtandsneakers

Sbani:MrsSmith

Me:MrHadebe

Him:howareyou?

Me:I'mwellandyou?

Hesmiledthenshookhisheadbeforesitting

down

Me:I'mwelltoo.Upforafieldtrip?

Me:fieldtrip?

Ifrowninconfusionbuthequicklyassuredme

thathewantedmetoseethehouseiwas

makingplansfor.Ididn'thaveanymeetings

exceptmymeetingwithShaunandZoeat3pm.

Sbani:shouldwetakemycarorgoinseparate

cars?



Me:yourcarshouldbefine

TheguydrivesaRollsRoycesoyoucan'tblame

meforwantingtobeinit.Hedroveusto

Zimbali.Thehousesinthisareaaregorgeous

andhiswasnoexception,itwasperfect

actuallysoididn'tunderstandwhyhewantsto

changeit

Me:thishouseispureperfection

Him:truebutyouknowhowyouguysare,

wantingyourowntouchtoahouse

Abeautifulladymetusatthedoor,shewas

spottingacutebabybumpandahandsome

littlemanwasstandingnexttoher.Sbani

pickedthelittleboyup,peckedthelady'slips

andrubbedherbelly

Sbani:heylove.imissedyou

Lady:youleftlessthananhourago

Sbani:anhourisalongtime.letmeintroduce



youtoourarchitect.GuguthisismywifeLethi,

sthandwasamthisisGugu

Ismiledbeforeshakingthelady'shand

Me:itsapleasuretomeetyou

Lethi:likewise.thisisoursonLethinhlanhla

Me:heiscute

Hereallywasadorable.Sbanishowedme

aroundthehouseandiinstantlyfellinlovewith

it.Doublestoreyhousewith7bedrooms,3at

thebottomand4atthetop,indoorandoutdoor

pool,barareaandawholelotofotherfeatures

thatiwillprobablyhavetorndown

Me:theplanswillbereadyintwoweeks

Lethi:thatquick?

Me:yourhusbandgavemequiteatight

deadline

Shelookedathimwithoneeyebrowraisedand

hejustsmiled.Thisguyisforeversmiling.its



contagious

Lethi:Sbani!

Sbani:baby

Her:youwanthertorushthehousesoyoucan

takeherforthosebuildingsofyours

Sbani:ourbuildings.Me,youandalltheLethi's

Heturnedtolookatmewhileholdinghiswife's

handfirmlyandrubbingit

Sbani:allourkidsareLethi's.Lethimpilo,

Lethuthando,Lethokuhle,Lethinhlanhlaandthis

oneinhereisLethukukhanya

That'ssosweetthough,wellthoughtoutnames

andquitemeaningful

Lethi:ilikethembuthethinkstheyarecheesy.i

don'tknowknowwhat'scheesyaboutbringlife,

bringlove,bringgood,bringluckandbringlight.

Me:menwillforeverbemen.Imadealittle

discoverythatourhusbandsarerelated



Sbanilaughed,itwasclearthatheknewall

alonganddidn'tcaretoshare

Sbani:wasitLoyisoorAbongiwethattoldyou?

Me:Loyiso.Ican'tbelieveyoudidn'ttellme.

AnywayI'minvitingyouguystodinneronFriday.

Bringthekidstoo.

Lethi:areyousure?Wehave3kidsandtheyare

alottohandle

Me:Loyisoandihave4kidssoweareusedto

thecrazylife

Sbanidrovemebacktotheofficeanhourlater,

promisedtocallmeduringtheweektoconfirm

dinnerforFriday.Istillhadanhourbeforelunch

timesoididabitofworkandatexactly1pm

myofficephonerang

Me:Nomthi

Nomthi:MrsSmithyourhusbandishere

Me:sendhimthrough



Afewsecondslatertherewasaknockonthe

doorandQhawewalkedin.I'velearnedtotell

themapartnowsotheydon'tconfuseme

anymore.Ilaughedthemomenthewalkedin

Me:whyareyoutellingmysecretarythatyou

aremyhusband?

Qhawe:you'llseejustnow

Myphonerangagain

Me:yesNomthi

Nomthi:ma'amsomethingstrangeis

happening

Me:somethingstrangelike?

Nomthi:ma'amyourhusbandishere

Idecidedtoplayalongbecausenowiknow

whatQhawemeantby"you'llsee"

Me:yesyousenthiminalready

Nomthi:noMa'amheishereinfrontofme



Me:whodidyousendin?

Nomthi:idon'tknowma'am.Idon'tknow

what'sgoingon

Ilaughed,Qhawewasalreadyinstitchesfrom

allthelaughing

Me:sendhimin

Loyisowalkedinandiimmediatelygotupfrom

mychair

Me:youguysaregoingtokillmysecretary

*

*

ABONGIWE

Marriagelifehasbeensobeautifulformy

husbandandIbutiwouldbelyingifisaidits

beenperfect.We'vehadtoovercomesomany

challenges,histemperbeingthebiggestone

butI'veneverlefthissidebecauseiknowthe

kindoflovethismanhasforme.Hehasnever



failedtoshowmethatI'mloved,appreciated

andrespectedinourhome.Nowthatthekids

areallgrownupandwillbeleavingthehouse

soon,I'mlookingforwardtoitjustbeingthe

twoofusagain.Thefreedomofhavingsex

anywayinthehousewithoutthefearofachild

walkingin,iswhatilookforwardtothemost

Usi:mommayipleasehavemoney?

Me:I'mpoorUsithandile,askyourfather

Her:momyouboughtanewcartwomonths

ago,youarenotpoor

Me:iampoorbecauseiboughtanewcarand

whatdoyouwantmoneyforanyway?

Liwalkedinjustasiwasinthemiddleofmy

sentencethentriedtowalkaway

Me:don'tyoudareLimileHadebe

Li:idon'twanttointerruptyouguys

Me:thisconversationisbetweenthebothof



you.itdoesn'tconcernmeonebit

Hepeckedmylipsthensatonthearmrest

staringathisdaughterwithhisarmscrossed.

thesekidsarealwaysaskingforsomething.

justtheotherdayOyintandowantedanew

phone,KuhleaskedmeforanewPlayStation

consolelastnightandnowthisonewants

money

Usi:dadmyfriendsandiwanttogotothemall

tomorrowandineedmoney

Li:whatshappeningatthemall?

Usi:mom!

Me:haibowhatdididonow?

Usi:daddoesn'tunderstandwhatitmeansto

beayoungwoman.Pleasejustgivememoney

Li:youandyourbrothersthinkmoneygrowson

trees.gocallthem,wearehavingafamily

meetingrightnow



Ichucklesoftly.Thedramakinghasbeen

unleashed.Usithandilegoesupstairstogether

brothersandmyhusbanddecidesthatthisis

thebesttimetoclimbontopofme.mydress

risesabitexposesmybarethighs.hekisses

meslowlywhilegentlybitingonmybottomlip

Me:hmm

Amoanescapesmymouthasifeelmyself

gettingmoistbetweenmylegs

Li:iwantyou

Me:familymeeting

Him:whydidwehavekids?I'mreadytojust

moveyourpantiesasideandslidein

Ilaugh.Hequicklymovesoffmewhenthekids

walkdownthestairs,icanseethebulgeinhis

pantsandiswallowspit.heplacesascatter

cushiononhislapandclearshisthroat

Li:youguysaregoingtostartearningyour



extramoney

Kuhle:earning?

Me:yesmyboy,workingforyourmoney

Oyi:soyouguysarenotgoingtogiveusmoney

anymore?

Li:you'llstillgetyourallowancebutanything

morethanthat,you'llhavetoearn

Thesekidsaretoospoiled,theyarenotbrats

butwe'vemadethemaccustomedtogetting

everythingtheyaskforandthatneedsto

change

Kuhle:how?

Li:extrachores.Washingthecars,doingthe

garden,givingthedogsabathetc.Doingthings

thatwepayotherpeopletodo

Usi:andyouguyswillpayus?Shouldweget

thisinwritingbecauseidon'ttrustyou.Mom

always"borrows"themoneywegetfromgogo



andneverpaysitback

Ilaugh.I'mkeepingthatmoneysafeforthem,

Lwaalwaysgoesoverboardwiththesekids

Li:wewillpayyou.Momwillpayyouactually

Kuhle:noways.dadyouknowhowmomis,she

won'tpayus

Me:hawguyswhydon'tyoutrustme

Oyi:iloveyouMaDubekatatabutyouarea

shopaholic

Me:wow.Finethenyourdadwillpayyou

Kuhle:thankyou

Me:youguysarenotloyaltothewomanthat

gaveyoulife

Weleavetheminthelounge,headuptoour

bedroomandgetuptonogood.Laterwe

decidetogooutfordinnerwiththekids,its

beenawhilesincewe'vedonethat.ishower

firstthenputonablackcocktaildresswithabit



offloraldetail,maroonsuedeheelpumpsand

tiemyhairInaneatbun.

Li:ilovethisdressonyou

Hekissesmyneckandwrapshisarmsaround

mywaistfromtheback

Me:thankyoumylove.Areyourkidsready?

Him:yeah.Howdoilook?

Hewasinblackjeans,maroonlongsleeved

shirtwhichhefoldedatthearmsandblack

loafers.Hewaslookingsexyasusual

Me:likeaGQmodel

Helaughedwhileshakinghishead

Him:thankyoufor16yearsofabeautiful

marriagemyangel

Me:16yearsdown,alifetimetogo
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LOYISO

I'vealwaysdreamtthatthewomanI'llmarrywill

lovemeandtakecareofmethesamewaymy

motherdoesandithinkGugucomescloseto

that.Shejusthasitinhertotakecareofme

andthekids,yessheiscareerdrivenbutshe

balancesitallquitewellnow.I'mthehappiest

I'lleverbeanditsallthankstothechangeshe

hasbroughtintomylife.ItsThursdaytodayand

I'vetakenthedayoffbecausefirstlyI'mtired,i

justlandedfromEgyptlastnightandsecondlyi

wanttospendtimewiththekidswhentheyget

backfromschool.Ionlywakeupat11dueto

hungersoimadecerealandateinfrontofthe

TV,Qhaweisstillintownsoiknowhewillbe

barginginhereanytimesoon.Ihadleftfor

EgyptonMondaynightandreturnedlastnight,

aquickinandoutthathasleftmeexhausted.

Aftereatingitakeashower,putonblackchino

shortsandagreyvneckT-shirt.Wheniget



backdownstairsmybrotherandmycousinsare

helpingthemselvestomywhiskey

Me:I'mgoingtochangethelocks.Doyouknow

howexpensivethatwhiskeyis?

Sbani:tasteslikeoneofthelabels.Ihaveboxes

ofthosethingsatthehotel

Qhawe:didyouhearthat?Thekidhasboxesof

thisshit,calmdownoldman

Me:ifI'manoldman,youareanoldmantoo.

Wearetwinsidiot

Li:youguyswillnevergrowup

Ipourmyselfaglassthenwegochilloutsideby

thepool,itshotandthehouseissuffocating

Li:youareawarethatwearecomingherefor

dinnertomorrowright?

Me:yes,ithinkGugudidsaysomethingaboutit

Qhawe:Sihleisflyingintonight.Soiwas

thinkingweshoulddosomethingniceforthem



Me:themwho?

Li:thewomenthatputupwithourbullshit

ndoda.Keepup

Me:whatbullshit?Weloveourwives,wetreat

themlikeroyalty,wedon'tcheat.Sowhat

bullshit?

Allthreeofthemlookatmewithquestioning

eyesthemomentisaywedon'tcheat.idon't

understandwhyI'mgettingthislookbecause

I'venevercheatedonGugu

Qhawe:ndodayoudon'tcheat?

Me:anymore

Wealllaugh.Atsomepointyououtgrowallthat

crapandprioritiseyourlife.I'moneyearaway

from50andmyyoungestchildis6yearsold.I

can'tstillbechasingskirtsatthisage,I'vehad

alltheskirtsiwant

Li:wemightnotcheatbutourtempersarevery



problematic.Hereiswhatiwasthinking,Sbani

hasahotelinMilansotomorrowmorningwe

canflytherewiththewivesandkidsandhave

dinner

Me:inItaly?

Honestlythismadenosensetomeanditsnot

likeoneofthemwantstopropose,theseidiots

areallmarried

Qhawe:istilldon'tgethowGugumarriedyou,

youhavenoromanceinyourlife.Atall

Me:ihavetonsofromance.Iplannedasurprise

wedding.noneofyoueverdidthat

Li:surpriseweddingsarethewhitepeoples

versionofukuthwala

Me:fokofwenablackcat

Wespenttheafternoondiscussingthistripto

Italy,peopleinmyfamilyhavetoomuchmoney

andtheyneverknowhowtouseit.At2pmileft



theminthehouseandwenttopickupmykids

fromschool,idecidedtogetLimile'skidsas

wellsincetheygotothesameschoolasthe

twins

Sabelo:MissVcametoourhockeypractice

yesterday

Sambulo:didyoutellherourpracticetimes?

Me:yes.sheaskedforthem.

Sabelo:youknowmamaisgoingtokillyou

whenshefindsoutright?

Me:shealreadyknows.wedon'tkeepsecrets

fromeachotheranditsnotsuchabadthing

thatSneisshowingeffortguys

Sambulo:sheisstalkingus

Idecidedtochangethetopicbeforethesetwo

startwiththeirdrama.Iplayedmusicwhilethey

talkedamongstthemselvesandispoketomy

princesssinceShakawasasleep



Somila:ihaveaboyfrienddaddy

Me:aboywhat?

Somila:boyfriend.LikeTshepi

Me:haibowhendidTshepigetaboyfriendand

howdoyouknowshehasone?

Sambulo:Somilayouaresuchasnitch

Me:leavemychildalonewena.dishoutthe

goodsbaby

Somila:hisnameisMazwi.Healwaysbuysme

sweetswhenicatchthemkissingbythegate

I'mgoingtokillthatchild.Itsagoodthingshe

iscominghometonight.Sheis20butidon't

care,idon'twantherdatingandwhatisshe

kissingboysinfrontofmybabyfor?Whatmust

Somilalearnfromthat?

Sabelo:youcansaygoodbyetothosesweets

wenaSomilabecauseTshepiisgoingtokillyou

Somila:hawu



Whenwegothome,thekidschangedoutof

theiruniforms,theboyssetupthePlayStation

andIwentbacktotheguysoutside

Li:didyougetmykids?

Me:yeah.UsithandileiswithSomilaandthe

boysareinthelounge.MajitaapparentlyTshepi

isdating

Sbani:so?

Qhawe:Tshepiisachild.Datingforwhat?

Li:Loyisowhatwereyoudoingwhenyouwere

herage?

Me:fuckingeverygirloncampus

Qhawe:whichmeansherboyfriendisdoingthe

same

Me:andmylittlegirlwillcomehomewitha

brokenheart.Qwearefindingthatboyand

puttinganendtothis

Q:exactly



TheguysleftwhenGugucamehomebut

QhawewassleepingoverbecauseSihlewas

arrivingtonightandwehadtodealwiththis

issuewithTshepi

Gugu:whydoesmydaughterthinkhersisteris

goingtokillher?

ShehadSomilaonherhipandaconfusedlook

onherface.Sambulolaughedandquicklyleft

theroom

Me:idon'tknow

Somila:daddyknows

Me:sheisdating

Gugu:who?

Me:bothofthem.Thatoneyouarecarryinghas

aboyfriendandsodoesTshepi

SheputSomiladownandsatonmylapwithher

armsaroundmyneck.Thisishersofteningme

upmove.Iknowitalltoowell



Gugu:mylove

Me:noGugu

Her:heisaniceboy

Me:youknowhim?Soyouknewaboutthisand

didn'ttellme

Her:itsgirlsstuffbabyandwebothknowhow

youcanbe

Qhawewalkedintotheroomalldressedup.I

checkedthetimeanditwasalmostlanding

timeforSihleandTshepi

Qhawe:seriouslyguysgetaroom

Me:yourwifeknewaboutTshepianddidn'ttell

me

Qhawe:thisremindsmeofwhenAlwastarted

datingthatboyfriendofhersandmamainvited

himfordinnerwhiledaddywasinjoburg.

Womenjustdon'tseethingsthewaywesee

them.Bestthingforustodoisraiseour



daughtersthebestwayweseefit.Let'sgo

Gugudidn'twanttogetoffmeuntilitickledher

andshesquealedandjumpedoff

Me:youdon'twantmetogo?

Qhawe:hayistopnegotiatingwithterrorists.

Shewillusethesecretweapononyouandyou

willhavenochance

Gugu:lolwhatsecretweapon

Qhawe:youknowwhatitis.Sihlecomingis

withLeloandEndi,pleasesortoutwherethey

willsleep.Prettypleasewifey

HeblewGuguakissandidraggedhimoutthe

door.ilovethattheygetalongandicallSihle

mywifeandhiskidsaremykids.Qhaweandi

areoneperson,wedon'thavethesame

personalities,welikedifferentthingsbutwe

shareabondthatisunbreakable.Weagreeon

alotofthings,weraiseourkidsthesameway

andhedoesn'thavethebadtemperthatido.



WepickupSihleandthekidsthenwedrive

home

Qhawe:sohow'sUPTshepi?

Tshepi:varsityisgreat.lotsofnewpeopleand

secondyearismoresettledthatfirstyearwas

Sihle:that'sgreat.aslongasyouareadjusting

Tshepi:iam

Me:andtheboyfriend?

Cwaka.Silencefilledthecar.Thiswholething

reallyannoysmebecausenextthingshewillbe

pregnantandidhavetodealwithallofthat

drama

Sihle:don'tstartyournonsense.Thebothof

you

Me:sheknowssheshouldn'tbedatingSihle

andvarsityboysareshit

Sihle:soshemustdatewho?Guysthatwork?



Qhawe:whymustshedatetobeginwith?Why

areyouactingasifsheneedstodateinorder

tosurvive.Shemustgetadegree,getajoband

thendate.notthisnonsensesheisdoing.

Tshepi:canisaysomething?

QandI:no!
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ABONGIWE

Limilewalkedinwithhiskidsat18h00.Thisis

thetimethattheyshouldbedoinghomework

butwhataretheydoing,bayazulanotatawabo

Kuhle:heymom

Me:don'theymomme,uphumaphi?

Oyi:wewerewithdadatuncleLoyiso'shouse

Li:heymyangel

Hekissedmyneckthenjumpedonthecounter.



Iwasbusywithdinnerpreparationssoididn't

havetheenergytofightwithhim

Li:ihaveasurpriseforyou

Me:angiyifuni

Helaughed.Idon'tknowwhat'sfunnybecause

I'mbeingdeadserioushere

Him:imtakingyououtfordinnertomorrow

Me:takingmetoGugu'shousefordinner

doesn'tcountastakingmeout

Him:doesMilansoundliketakingyouout?

Iimmediatelystoppedwhatiwasdoing,closed

thepotandturnedaround.DidhejustsayMilan?

Me:Italy?

Him:yesmyangel.Weflyouttomorrow

morning

Me:ohmygoshbaby,seriously?

Iwasalreadywrappingmyarmsaroundhis



neckandkissinghisface.I'mgoingtoMilanfor

dinneranditsnospecialoccasion.

Me:finishcooking,I'mgoingtopack

Helaughed

Him:OKbaby.packforthekidstoo

Istoppeddeadinmytracks

Me:whatkids?

Him:ourkids

Me:why?Bayaphilabo?

Mxmtheregoesmyexcitement.Ihavetobea

mominMilanaswell?Why?

Him:wecan'tleavethembabyplustheyneeda

break.Schoolsareclosingtomorrowanyway

Me:theyare?

Heshakeshisheadwithasmileonhisface

Him:youaresuchalazymom



Me:Mxmleavemealone

Imakesuretopackverylittleclothesformyself,

iwanttoshopuntilidropwhenwegettoItaly.

Italianshoes,Italianbags,iwantitall.Ihelp

Usithandilefirst,sheneedstopacklighttoo.

Sheismyshoppingbuddy

Usi:momdoyouthinkdadwouldfreakoutlike

uncleLoyisoanduncleQhaweifistartdating?

Me:hewillprobablybeworsepumpkin.Your

fatherisveryoverprotectiveofyouandsoare

yourbrothers

Her:buttheyareyoungerthanme

Me:itdoesn'tmattertothem.Theyloveyou

andyoubeingtheonlygirl,theywanttoprotect

you

Her:thatsucks.thereisaguyatschoolthat

askedmeoutbutisaidno

Haibokantihowoldami?Howisitthati



alreadyhaveachildthatgetsaskedout?

Me:good.Datingcomeswithalotofchanges

andcomplications.Thingsyouarenotreadyfor.

iknowyouwouldn'twanttodisappointyourdad

Her:yeahiwouldn't.Boyscanwait

Afterhelpingher,ihelpedOyintando.Thatone

isstubbornsoijustsatonthebedandwatched

himdohisthing

Oyi:whyareyoustaringatmelikethat?

Me:yougrewuptoofastkiddo

Him:noididn't.I'mstillyourbabythoughmama

Me:youareeventallerthanmenowandyour

voiceissodeep

Hechucklesthenshakeshishead

Him:thegirlslovemyvoiceandtheylovethat

I'mdark

Me:don'tbegettinggirlspregnantOyintando



please

Him:I'mnothavingsexmama.Trustmeplease

Me:andalwaystreatwomenwithrespect.Don't

hurtthemandforceyourselfonthem

Him:momI'veseenthewaydadtreatsyouand

Usithandile.Ifitreatmygirlanydifferent,where

wouldihaveseenthat?AndI'veseenhowyou

anddadaretogether,abittooinappropriateat

times

Webothlaugh

Me:behaveyourself

Him:butitsalllove.that'swhatiwantaswell

Me:don'trushtohavekids,theyspoil

everything

Him:iloveyouMaDubekatata

Me:iloveyoutooHadebe

Hekissedmycheekandimadehimlowerhis



headsoicankisshisforehead.Heisquitea

sweetboy,quiteemotionallikemewhichireally

appreciateabouthimbecausehelooksnothing

likemesohemightaswellhavemypersonality

Me:letmeleaveyouthenbecauseyouseemto

haveeverythingundercontrol

IwalkoutofhisroomandgotoKuhle'sroom.I

rememberspecificallytellinghimtotakeoutall

theclotheshewantstoleavewithandputhis

suitcaseonthebedbuthashedoneanyofthat?

Ofcoursenot

Me:Stholokuhle

Kuhle:momwhatisgoingon?

Me:whatdidIsaytoyou?

Him:iwasabouttodothat.Letmesendthis

textrealquickandI'lldoit

IyankedthephonefromhimAndreadthetext

Me:ubusyuyajolalanawhenyoushouldbe



packing.WhoisthisLethabogirlanyway?

Him:noone.Pleasemayihavemyphoneback

Me:no.Startpackingwhileikeepmyself

entertained

Him:mominvasionofprivacy.I'mgoingtotell

dad

Ilockhisphonethenplaceitonhisdesk.

Privacyissomethingweemphasisalottothe

kidssoimightaswellpracticewhatipreach

Me:soyouhaveagirlfriend

Him:momthisisawkwardforthebothofus.

Canwepleasenotdoit?Oyihasagirlfriendas

well

Me:thisisaboutyounotOyi.Youdon'ttellme

stuff

Him:itelldadstuff,isn'tthatthesameas

tellingyou?

Ishakemyhead.IhavemycutefaceonandI'm



pretendingtobesulking

Him:don'tdothatwithyourfacemom,itlooks

weird.OKwhatdoyouwanttoknow

Me:everything

Him:ihaveagirlfriend,hernameisLethabo

andsheisinmyclass.Weareinthechoir

together.Therethat'severything.ByeI'lltellyou

whenI'mdone

Me:youareyourfather'sson

Him:that'sawesomethough

*

*

GUGULETHU

Tshepi:momspleasetalktoyourhusbands.

Theyaretryingtoruinmylife

ShestormedinwithSihlerightbehindher

giggling.SihleandisharedahugwhileMiss



Smithslammedthefridgedooraftertakingout

abottleofwater

Me:whatsgoingon?

Tshepi:theyhaveMazwi'snumber.Idon'tknow

howandwhybuttheyhaveitandtheycalled

him

Me:sayingwhattohim?

Tshepi:yourhusbandtoldhimthathewants77

cowsbythetimeschoolopensandtheother

onesaidifhedoesn'thavethecowsintwo

weeks,hecanforgetaboutourrelationship.

Thetwinswalkedinlaughingandhavingthe

timeoftheirlives.LoyisowascarryingEndiand

QhawewascarryingLelo

Me:seriouslyguys?

Theylookedateachotherandshruggedtheir

shoulders

Loy:what?



Q:wehandledthisdifferently.That'swhatyou

saidweshoulddo

Sihle:youembarrassedher

Loy:shewillbeoveritsoon.Idon'tlikethatboy

anyway

Me:heisn'tforyoutolike.Youguysareso

extrayaz

Tshepi:exactly.Soextra

Loy:Tshepi!

Me:leaveTshepialone.Nimsukele

TshepiandSihlewenttogetsettledwhilei

dishedupforeveryone

Q:thatwasfunthough

Loy:ican'twaitforSomila'sturn

Me:youguysareannoying

Loy:youloveusanyway

Thenextdaywewokeupquiteearlysinceour



flightwasat8h00.WeweretakingSbani'sjet

soididn'twantustobelate.aftershoweringi

gotdressedinmyadidasgreytracksuitand

blacksneakersthenwenttogetthelittlekids

ready.Wedroveoutintwoseparatecarsat

7h00.WefoundAbongiwe'ssquadalready

thereandSbani'ssquadjoinedus10minslater.

ThatswhenwemetMpilo,Lethi'ssonandshe

metmychildren.Theflightwasalongoneand

bythetimewegottoourhotelroom,ijust

wantedtosleep.TheRosaGrandMilanois

wherewewerestayingat.ApparentlySbani

recentlyboughtit

me:ineedanap

Loy:ithinkweshouldtakeonewhilethekids

areasleep.

Eachfamilyhadtheirownprivatesuitesoafter

tuckingmybabiesin,igotinbedwithmy

husband



Loy:areyoustillmadatme?

Me:sleepLoyiso

Him:wewerejusthavingfunNanazi

Me:hmm

Iwasdriftingofftosleep.Iwasn'tmadathim

buthimandQhaweneedtostopwiththeir

nonsense.Isleptrightthroughthenightandin

themorningweallshoweredandwenttothe

hotelrestaurantforbreakfast.Wehad6kids

thatwerebelow10yearsold,6teenagers,

Tshepiand8adults.Itsanunderstatementto

saytherewerealotofus

Me:afterbreakfastI'mgoingshopping

Abongs:wearegoingshoppingbabes

Lethi:I'llstayandkeepaneyeonthekids.I'm

pregnantsoshoppingdepressesme

Sbani:wewillstay.Welivedherefor2months

sothereisnothingnewforushere



Iwasn'tgoingtoaskthemiftheyaresure,just

nowtheychangetheirminds.Weshoppedtil

wedropped,TshepiwaswithMpilomostofthe

timeandtheteenagerswerewiththeguys

whileUsiwaswithus.

Loy:youbetterwearoneofthesedressesfor

dinner

Me:pickoneandI'llwearit

HeChosearedVersacebarebackandlong

sleevedshortdresswhichipairedwithgold

stilettoesandagoldneckpiece.Hejustwore

blackchinos,blackandredGuccishirtand

Gucciloafers.Wewerematching.The

restaurantwasbookedoutsoitwasjustour

crewandthewaiters

Li:beforepeoplestarttakingcredit,ijustwant

tosaythiswasmyidea

Qhawe:eyuyaphaphablackcat

Abongs:Qhawesoxabana



Qhaweraisedbothhishandsasaformof

apologisingwhilestilllaughingthenhestoodup.

Thewaiterhadjustservedourmaincourse

Qhawe:blackcat...ohImeanLimileisright,this

washisideabutweallpaidforitanyway

Sbani:theliesinthisfamily

Loy:ntwanarelax.Wewillpayyou.Withlife

lessonsandwisdom

LoyisoandQhawedidtheirstupidhandshake

Qhawe:asiwassaying.Wedidthistinything

justtoshowyouguysthatweappreciatehaving

youinourlivesandthatwedon'ttakeyoufor

granted.NosihleDlamini,sthandwasam,love

ofmylife

Sihletookhishandandstoodup

Qhawe:iknowI'mnottheeasiestpersontobe

marriedto.Iknowigetangryandsayhurtful

thingsbutyou'vestoodbymeeverytime.



you'vebeenbymysideasweraisedthetrios

andyouarestillbymysideasweraiseLeloand

Endi.Thankyouforbeingmypartnerin

everything.IloveyoumyQueen

Ididn'tknowQhawehadsuchasweetsideand

watchingSihleblushinglikethatwasjustso

cute.TheysharedakissthensatdownandLi

stoodup,takingAbongiwewithhim

Oyi:godad

Heclappedhishands

Li:shontwana

Hewinkedathim

Li:ithinkI'vebeenmarriedthelongesthere

Qhawe:keepdreamingblackcat.I'vebeen

marriedfor20years,you'veonlybeenmarried

for16years

Li:mxmyafanalento.MaDubewam

Kuhle:MaDubekatata



Ilaughed.Abongiwe'skidsaresuch

cheerleadersthough.

Li:myangel,mydefinitionofperfect.Godilove

youwoman

Abongiwelaughed

Li:16yearsisn'tchild'splay,itsalongasstime

actuallybutitsbeenquiteabeautifuljourney.

youknoweverytimeyourefertothekidsas

"Limile'skids"youremindmeofmama.She

usedtoalwayscallusabantwanabakaSoso,

evenwhenwewerenotintrouble,wewerestill

abantwanabakaSoso.Thankyouforbeingthe

kindofmothertoourchildrenthatdoesn'tlimit

them,thatdoesn'tjudgethembutlovesthem

unconditionally.Thankyouforneverchanging,

nomatterhowfatyourbankaccountgot,you

stillremainedthesamehumblesoulifellinlove

with.YouareoneinamillionMaDubeandiwill

alwaysremindyouofthat



Theystartedkissingandtheydidnotseemlike

theywantedtostopanytime.Ihadtocallthem

toorderwhenLi'shandwentforAbongiwe's

ass

Me:haibotherearekidshere

Li:ourkidsareoldsisi

Loy:sitdownblackcat

Abongs:mxmhaters

Sbanistooduplaughing,hewasalreadyholding

Lethi'shandsoshestoodupwithhim

Sbani:babyididwarnyouthatpeopleinmy

familyarecrazy.Younowseeforyourself

Li:itsnotallofus.itsjustthetwins

Sbani:itsallofyouguys.Myloveiknowyou

thoughtididn'tloveyouenoughtobringyou

hometomyfamilybutihopethatI'veprovento

youthatthereisn'tawomanalivethatilove

morethanyou



Loy:asidialmalumekaziAsemahle'snumber

Sbanilaughedwhileshakinghishead.Butwhy

didithavetobemyhusbandthatcan'tbehave

himself?ImeanwhatdidIdotodeservethis?

Huh?

Sbani:OKmaybeitsatiebetweenyouandmy

motherbutiappreciateyourpresenceinmylife

andmyentirefamilydoes.You'veshownme

thatamanneedstosettledownandhavea

home,you'vetaughtmetobeafatherbeforei

gotyoupregnantandthat'swhatiloveabout

you.You'vekeptmeinvolvedinallourchildren's

livesandI'vealwaysfeltrespectedbyyou.Ilove

youMrsHadebeandthankyouforputtingup

withme

Theydidn'tevengettokissbecauseLoyisowas

alreadyonhisfeetdraggingmewithhim.Every

manthatsaidsomethingtotheirwife,stoodup

wheretheywereseatedthensatdownagain

butnotLoyiso.Hetookmyhandanddragged



metothecentreoftheroom

Me:youaresoextra

Loy:youdon'tdeservemediocrethings.These

youngboyssaidI'mnotromantic

Li:youarenotvele

Qhawe:youareanoldman

Loy:whateveridon'tcare.Soispoketomy

friendEdtheotherdayandheowesmea

favour

Qhawe:uyaxokasani,youdon'thaveafriend

calledEd.Iknowallyourfriends

Hetookbothmyhands,lookedmeintheeyes

andsmiledslightly.Totallyignoringhisbrother

Me:babywhoisEd?

Him:Edbabyhaw.Theonethatsingsyour

favouritesong

Myhusbandistheambassadorofbeingextra



andbeingshady.HeknowsilovePerfectbyEd

Sheeranandiknowforafactthatheisn't

friendswithEdSheeran.Icouldbetmylifeand

mykidsonthis.Qhawewasthefirstoneto

laughandeveryonejoinedin.Icouldn'thelpbut

laughtoo.

Me:seriouslyLoyiso.Whatamigoingtodo

withyou?

Loy:lovemeandpromisetoneverleaveme.

Ismiledthenpeckedhislips.Musicstarted

playingsoftlyandiknewthatmyfavouritesong

wasabouttoplay

Loy:isuckwithwordsnanazi,youknowthisso

I'mgoingtoletthissongthatyoulove,speak

formeanddarling...

Me:yes?

Loy:youlookperfecttonight

Iwasblushingendlessly.Hepulledmeinfora



slowdancewhileeveryonejustwatchedus

thenthemusicpickedupandwesangalong

softly.Hebroughthisfacetowardsmyearand

whispered

Loy:turnaround

IturnedaroundandtherestoodEdSheeran.I

gaspedloudly,wrappedmyarmsaroundhis

neckandkissedhimdeeply

Me:iloveyousomuch

Him:nowhereclosetohowmuchiloveyou

MaZuluKaSmith

TurnsoutEdSheeranwastouringItalyanyway

andSbaniorganisedhimlastminutetocome

performformyhusbandandiatLoyiso's

request.

*

*

THEEND


