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Insert1

Myworldwasturnedupsidedownwhenmy

fathertoldmethathewasmarryingmeofflike

hedidwithmyeldersister.Ididn’tthinkhe’ddo

thattome,actuallyIdidn’tknowthathe

marriedmysisteroffIonlyfindoutwhenhe

toldmethatIwasgettingmarriedlaterinthe

year.Iwasingrade12bythen,busysending

applicationtodifferentuniversitiesinorderto

furthermystudies,Ihavelovedlaw,andnothing

fascinatedmeotherthanlawcases,whichis

whyIwantedtobeone,alawyer.

Dad:“don’tbotheryourselfapplyingattheother

universitiesbutmakesuretoapplyatUJand

Wits,yougoingtoJohannesburgwhereyour

husbandlives”saidmyfatherashefoundmein

thediningroomfillingoutapplicationformsfor



theupcomingyearIsurprisedbythis,Iwasn’t

gettingmarriednordidIhaveboyfriendwho

hadaskedforahandinmarriagethenIthought

hewasjokinguntilIrealisedthathewas

seriousasaheart-attack.Imeandadnever

jokesaboutstufflikethat.AndJohannesburgI

hadnodreamsoflivinginthatcity,Iwantedto

gotoCapeTown,orDurbanthoseweremyfirst

choicesifnotthensettleforPortElizabeth,a

placewithabeach,placesthatIcouldrelateto

notJo’burg.Whocouldpossiblywanttomarry

meandwhy?Whycomebackallthewayfrom

Johannesburgjusttogetawife?

Me:“husband?Whathusbanddad?”Iasked

fearinghisresponse,dadwasthekindofa

personthatdidn’tlikebeingquestionedwhenit

cametohisdecisionbutIhadtoknowthis

wholehusbandthing.

Dad:“don’taskmenonsense,youknowvery

wellthatyouaregoingtogetmarried”theni

recalledwheneverIdidsomethingthey’dask



me“isthishowyouaregoingtobehaveatyour

in-laws?Isthishowyougoingtotreatyour

husband?Willyouwakeupthislateatyourin-

laws?”ButIthoughtthoseweretypical

questionsaskedtoeveryteenagegirlinthe

blackhouseholds,becausethat’showweare

raisedasyoungfemales,it’smorelikeyouare

beinggroomedtobesomeone’swifethat’san

achievement.Asawomanyouaregroomedto

runahouseholdandbareyourhusbandkids

andthatwasit.Iaskednofurtherquestions,I

hadnointentionsofmakinghimangry.I

stoppedfillinginthoseapplicationforms,I

wasn’tgoingtousethemanymore.Istoodup

fromthediningtableandIstackedupthe

formsanddocumentsandwalkedaway.Iwas

stillindenialofthefactthatIwasgetting

married,butahugepartofmeknewthatitwas

happeningandtherewasnowayIwasgoingto

dodgethatotherthandying.Iwenttomyroom

andtriedtodigestthenews,Iwasshatteredall



Iwantedwastogetmygetmydegree,geta

niceapartment,buymyselfacarandahousea

husbandwasneverinmyplans.Whilelostin

mythoughtsaboutthiswholemarriagethingI

heardsomeonespeakinganditwasmymom.I

didn’tevenhearhergettingintheroom.

Mom:“whatisthematterBusi?”sheasked

concerned,Iknewsheknewbutwhydidn’tshe

tellme,whydidsheagreetoit?Sheknewwhat

mydreamswere,Ihadsharedthemwithher

butsheletmedreamknowingverywellthat

wasn’tgoingtohappen.Howcruelisthat?She

should’vetoldmeorevenhintedsothatI

couldn’tgethavemyhopesupfornothing.

Me:“whydidn’tyoutellmethatyouguyswere

marryingmeofftosomerandomguy?”shewas

surprisedmytone,ImeanIhaveneverbeen

disrespectfulinmylifeandraisingmyvoiceat

hershockedheranditshockedme.“Iamsorry

butIneedtoknow”



Her:“itwasforyourowngoodmychild,Ihadto

letyouenjoyyourchildhoodbeforetakingthat

awayfrom,youneedednottoworryabout

gettingmarriedbutbeachildforamoment?”

Me:“soyou’repartofthismadnessmama?”

Her:“youknowIcannotgotheotherwaywhen

yourfatherdirectsmetotheopposite,Ihaveto

submitthatismydutyasawife,whichis

somethingyoumustlearnbecauseyouwillto

submittoyourhusband”

Me:“submitevenifitmeanscompromising

yourchild’shappinessmama?”

Her:“it’snotthatbadmychild,lookatyour

sistersheishappilymarriedrightnow,youwill

alsobehappyandwelltakenoff”

Me:“wowsothisisn’thappeningforthefirst

time,soyoumarriedherofftoastrangerlikeI

will?”shenodded.“Whymama,whyareyou

marryingmeoff?AmIthatmuchofaburdento

you?”Iwasnowcrying



Her:“nomychildwearedoingwhatisbestfor

you,foryourwellbeing.Youmaynotrealise

nowbutsomedayyouwilltrustme.Nowwipe

awaythosetearsandcomehelpmewith

supperokay?”shestoodupandwalkedaway.I

couldn’tbelieveherhowsheactedlikeitwasa

normalthingtomarryoffsomeone.Istoodup

andwenttothebathroomandwashedmyface

andwenttohelpmommydearest.Atleast

therewashopeofmegoingtouniversitythe

followingyearbutIhadtoacceptmyfate.

IgobythenameBusisiweLilithaJonathanIgot

marriedattheageof18inanarranged

marriage,mymaidennameisMlami.Igrewup

inthedustystreetsofMthathaintheEastern

Cape,aplacewhereeveryonekneweveryone,a

placeIcalledhome,whereeveryoneknew

everyone’sbusiness.Itfeltlikeasmallvillage

butitwasn’t,Igrewupinoneofthewell-known

townshipsforhighcrimerate,Ngangelizwe.My

momwasanurseatanearbyclinicandmydad



apoliceman,hewasatraditionalistdidthings

theoldwayanditworkedforhimIsuppose,

andathickheadedoneatthat,itwaseitherhis

wayoryousuffertheconsequencesof

disobeyinghisrules.Wewerewelloffathome,

welivedanormallife.Iwenttooneoftheclose

byhighschools,Igainedpopularityformygood

looksandacademics.Ilivedwithmymomand

dad,mysisteralsogotmarriedaftergrade12

butIthoughtitwasonherterms.Myolder

brotherwasalsomarried,hehadahousein

EastLondon,soIwastheyoungestIliveda

simplelife,had6friendsallfemales.Iwasthe

blacksheepinthegroup,theydatedIdidn’t,

theywereloudandIwasalittlequiet,Ihadthis

reservedpersonalitybutmymaturitydepended

onwhoIwaswith.Ididwellinmystudiesand

theydidn’tcareabouttheirswellnotuntilexam

timebuttheypassed.Wewerealldoing

commercialsubjects.Thisismystoryinmy

arrangedmarriage.Ihopeyouwillenjoyit.I



knowitsshort
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IpackedthefewnewclothesthatIhadrecently

boughtintomysuitcase,Ipackedeverything

thatIwouldbeneedingwhenIleavehome.I

hadtobuynewclothesapparentlyasawifeyou

donotwearthesameclothesyouusedwearas

anunmarriedperson,thiswasbeforethe

Jonathan’selderscametoourhousetopayup

lobola.OnemanfromthemlookedfamiliarbutI

couldn’treallytellwhohewasandsinceI

couldn’tdirectlystareatthemitwashardtoput

anameonthefaceastheywerebusytalking

aboutmewhilstiwasbowingdownmyheadas

asignofrespect.Afterthenegotiationsmy

momandauntsenteredmyroom,Iwaslaying

onmybackcryingandworstofallmysister

couldn’tcomeshehadcongregationmattersto

dealwith,shewasmarriedtoapriest.Iquickly

wipedawaymytears,Iwasn’tcryingbecauseI

wasgettingmarriedtoastrangerIhad



acceptedthatasmonthswentbybutIcried

becauseIwasleavinghome.Iwastooyoungto

besomeone’swifeletalonetorunahousehold.

Aunt:“mychildtomorrowyouwillnolongerbe

achildbutagrownwoman,gettingmarried

meanslettinggoofchildishthingsitmeans

lettinggoofyourpreviouslife,howyoudid

things.Itmeansenteringintoapartnershipand

sometimesbeafollower.Yourhusbandisyour

leader,youfollowhislead,youadvisehimand

notmakedecisionsforhim.Whathappensin

yourhousestaysthere,itisyourbusinessand

nooneelse.Amarriedpersondoesn’thave

friends,yourhusbandisyourfriend.Makeus

proud,andstaystrongmarriageisn’teasybut

bestrongandpatient.”WhileshewastalkingI

hadananswerforeverythingshesaid,Ididn’t

wanttoletgoofmypreviouslife,Istillwanted

tobeachild,Iwantedtobenofollowerbuta

leaderinmyownlife,Iwantednopartnership.

Shesaidbestrongandpatientthat’swhat



makespeoplestayinabusiverelationships

becausemarriageisn’teasybutwehavetobe

strongandpatient.ButIcouldn’trespondtoher

IjustnoddedsothatsheknewIwaslistening.

Mama:“likeauntsaidyoudonotmake

decisionsforyourhusband,yousubmittohim,

yourespecthim.Youtakecareofhimlikeheis

yourfirstchild.Makesurehefeelsathomeall

thetimeorelsehewillfindaplaceelsewhere

tocallhome.Besupportiveandnevershoutat

yourhusbandmakinghimfeellessofaman

thatheis”theycontinuedwiththeirlessonuntil

itwastimeformetoleavewithmyin-laws.I

roamedmyeyesaroundmyroomforthelast

time,thinkingofallthegoodtimesIhadhere,I

draggedonesuitcasetothepassagethen

draggedtheotheroneclosingthedoorbehind

beforemymomassistedmewiththebags.I

gotinsidetheFortunerandsatattheback

whiletheyloadedmybags.Afterthatthefour

gentlemenenteredthecaranddroveoff.They



wereconversingaboutthenegotiationsbutI

wasinmyownworldthinkingaboutthelifeI

wastolive.Ihadseenmyhusbandfroma

pictureandknowhisfirstnameandIonlygot

toseethatpicturebecauseonedaywhenI

camebackfromschoolIjustfeltlikeannoying

mymomaskingquestionsaboutmyhusband

sosheshowedmethepicture,helookedfinein

thepicturebuthecouldbephotogenicandhe

wasn’toldlooking,hisnameMelisizwe.Ichose

tolistentomymusicusingmyearphonesjust

toescapealltheheartacheIwasfeeling.2

hourslaterwewereinElliotdale,Ixhoraa

villageoutsideofMthathaonyourwaytoEast

LondonitwasalmostdarkwhenIgotthere.

Theystoppedbythishugeyard,aboycame

runningandopenedthegatewegotin.Itook

offmyearphonesandputthembackintomy

slingbagtogetherwithmyphone.

Man:“weareheremakoti,Iwillsendsomeone

tocomeandgetyou”Inoddedhegotoffthe



carfollowingtheotherstoabighousethathad

anicedesign.Iwaitedforafewsecondbefore

abeautifuldarkgirlopenedthedoor.

Her:“hidaddysaidIshouldcomegetyou”she

saidwiththiswarmwelcomingsmileonher

faceIgotoffthecarshehelpedmewithmy

bagsandledthewaytooneoftheflatsoutside.

Her:“IamSindiswabytheway,youwillbemy

roommateforthenight,youcansitonthebed”

shesaidhersweetsmilewasstilltheresoI

smiledback

Me:“Busisiweandthanks”shenodded

Her:“Iwillbebackjustnowne”shewalkedout

andlockedthedoorbeforeleavingokay?Was

thatreallynecessarythough?Iwasn’tplanning

onrunningaway.Afterafewminutesshecame

backwiththoseplasticbasin,ithadhotwaterin

it”

Her:“thisisforyou,beforeIgodoyouneedto

usetheloo?



Me:“nothanksI’mfine,thanksforthewater”

shewalkedoutlockingagainItookoutmy

toiletrybagandundressedIquicklybathedand

gotdressedinmyshortpyjamasandworea

summerrobeontop.ShecamejustwhenIhad

justspittedoutmymouthwashshewas

carryingtray,meaningshebroughtmefood

whichwasthelastthingonmymind.

Me:“Ineedtothrowthisout”Isaid

Her:“I’lldothatforyou”

Me:“noit’sfineIwilldoitmyselfIpromiseI

won’trunaway”shechuckled

Her:“youarenotallowedtobeoutdoorsbefore

yourwelcoming”shesaidthatwalkingoutwith

thebasin,Itookthemopandwipedthefloor

andputitbacktoitsinitialplaceandIsaton

thebed.Itookoutmyphoneandwentthrough

mypictures.Shecamebackwithtwoothergirls

theyintroducedthemselvesandtheyconversed

Her:“Busiyourfoodwillgetcold”



Me:“Iamsorry,Iforgotaboutit”Itookitand

uncoveredtheplate,itwasappetisingbutI

couldn’tdownanythingbutIforcedmyselfto

eattoavoidlooks.Lateronwhiletheychatting

aboutwhateveraknockcamethroughthey

orderedthepersontocomeinsoIlookedup

andtherewastheguythatlookedsoperfect

fromthepicturehewaspeekingthroughthe

door,hegreetedandcalledoutforSindyhehad

thisdeepboldvoice.Shewalkedoutandcame

backlaughing.

Her:“hecametocheckyouout”shesaidthat

lookingatmeIjustnodded.Ifshehadexpected

adifferentresponsethenshecameatthe

wrongplace.ShetoldmeIcouldsleepifI

wantedtosoIgotinsidethecoversaftertaking

offmyrobeandicurledmyselfuppluggingmy

earphonesintheprocessandlistenedtomy

musicbecauseIwasn’tgoingtobeableto

sleep,wellnotanytimesoon.

Sindywokemeupinthemorning,Idon’tknow



whenIfellasleep,andIstillhadmyearphones

onandmymusichadstoppedplaying.Itook

themoff,Ihadtheurgetopee,soshetoldme

togetdressedinmyskirtandcovermyhead,I

didastoldandsheaccompaniedmetothe

outsidetoilet,Ididmybusinessandwewalked

backinwalkingbehindthehouses.Imadethe

bedwhileshewenttogetmesomewaterto

bath.AfterbringingmebreakfastwhichIdidn’t

finish,twowomencameinwithwhatyoucall

“amadarki”inXhosa,

Woman1:“morningmychild,Iamyour

husband’smom,yourmotherinlawthatmakes

meyourmomtoo,thisisyouraunt”shesaidas

shesatnexttomeonthebed

Me:“morningmama”Irespondedgivinghera

faintsmile

Mama:“standupsoyoucangetdressed“soI

stoodupIwasn’tcomfortablewithgetting

dressedinfrontofthem.ItookofftheclothesI



waswearingtheywerecheckingoutmybody,I

wasasize34becauseofmycurves,mostof

myskirtsandpantsfittedmeperfectlybythe

hipsandbootybutmywaistwasaproblem,

theywerebigIhaveatinywaist.Iampear

shaped

Aunt:“atleastshehascurvessothesewon’t

falloff”shesaidreferringtotheskirtthatshe

washolding.Theygavemeablackpitcoatto

wearunderneaththenmyskirtthenthescarf

forwrappingitaroundmybootythenmywaist

apronontop.AtthetopIworeanorangelong

sleevesummertopputtingascarfovermy

shoulderacrossmychest,thenIworemy

pumps.Theywrappedmyheadwithablack

headwrapandinstructedmetostaythereuntil

theycomefortheceremony.AftertheyleftI

stoodupandwalkedtothefulllengthmirror

thatwasnexttothewardrobe,Ilookedso

different,theseclothesmademelookabit

older,andIwasacompletedifferentperson.I



satdownplayedwithmyphone.

Aboutanhourlatertheycamebackforme,they

instructedmetolookdownwhenwalkingand

talkingtomyeldersevenwhenIamlistening.

SoIdidastold,theywalkedmetothissix

corneredhouse,Istoleglances,itwasfilled

witholdpeople,Iguesstheyweretheeldersof

thefamily.Isatdownonthetraditionalmat

(umahambe’hlala)behindthedoorbowingmy

headandtryingtolookatwhowastalking.A

sheepwasbroughttothedoor,theywere

performingwhatwecallUtsiki,whichisthe

welcomingofanewbrideinthefamilywhen

theweddinghasbeenpostponedorifyouhave

nointentionsofhavingabigwedding.

Man:“withthissheepwewelcomeyouasa

daughterinlawinourfamily.Youwilllateron

receivealegofthatsheep,itisyourstoeatand

youhavetofinishit”heinstructedthemanthat

hadbroughtthesheeptothedoortogoand

slaughterit.Thewomanofthefamilyweretold



totakeoverfromgivingmeanewname,to

givingmeadviceonhowtocarryyourselfasa

wife.

Mama:“mydutyasyourmomistogiveyoua

name,youwillnolongerbecalledbyBusisiwe

Mlami,butLilithaJonathan.Themeaning

behindthenameissimple,youarelight,andwe

trustthatyouwillbrightenourhomewithyour

light,yourpresencewillshinethroughthisplace.

Wetrustthatyoushineituponus,wetrustthat

whicheverplacethatwasdarkwillnowbefilled

withbrightness,andyouhavetoshine.”The

otherwomenstoodupandspokemoreorless

whatIalreadyknew,whatmymomandaunt

toldme,theyjustconfirmit.

Woman:“wedon’twantnogossiperofawife,

ourfamilybusinessisourbusinessandyou

hideitfromtheoutsiders.Likeyourmomsaid

bethelightofthisfamily,noconflictshouldbe

initiatedbyyouinsteadbeamediatorinsuch

times.Theyspokeonebyoneeducatingmeon



howIshouldtreatmyhusband,myfatherinlaw

andeveryoneelseinthefamily.Ievenforgot

someofthestufftheysaidbecauseitwastoo

muchforaday.Laterontheyreleasedme,but

thatmeantmakingteaforeveryone.Theirfirst

daughterinlawhelpedmeindoingso,trustme

villagewomanwerechoosywhenitcameto

theirtea,Iwantmineblackwithnomilk,Idon’t

drinkrooibosIdrinkthat,noIwantcoffeebutI

hadtosmilebecauseIwasawife.

Aftermakingtea,Ididthedishesandhelped

withthecookingandeverythingelsethatwas

done,allIwantedtodowaslayinmybed

nakedandhaveicecubestocooltheheatdown.

Afterwhatseemedlikeforever,itwastimeto

dishupandIhadtoserveeveryonelikeIhad

askedtogetmarried,shamemylife.Iwastold

toservemyhusbandalso,soIwalkedwithtray

andhisplateandspoontowherehewas

seatedwiththeotherman,Igreetedlooking

downandstoodinfrontofhimhandinghimhis



food,heslowlytookitwhilelookingatmeinthe

eyesbutIcouldn’tlookathimlikehedid,my

eyesjustwonderedtoanotherplace.Iquickly

walkedawaythenservedtherestofthepeople

andIwasinstructedtohavemylegofthelamb.

Isatonthetraditionalmatagainintheroom

thatIwasusingandslowlyateit,mindyouI

wasnofanofmuttonbecauseitwasalways

oilybutIhadto.Ijustcouldn’tfinishitsomama

saidIwillfinishitlateronsoIstoodupand

wenttothekitchenandmadeteaagain.

[01/18,21:41]Ron:Insert3

Ihadahardtimewithalltheworkandthis

outfitwasn’tmakingitanybetterforme,itwas

reallyhotandheavy.Intheafternooneveryone

leftandtheonlypeoplethatwereathomewere

theonesthatlivedthereandIwasn’tfamiliar

withanyofthem.WellMelisizwehad

disappearedwithhiscousins,apparentlythey

hadtodrivetheirdrunkunclehome.Wewerein

thelivingroomtheywerewatchingTVchatting,



askingmequestions,I’danswerthatthenbe

quietagain.MotherinlawsaidifIwantedto

restIcouldgosoIjumpedatthatchance,filled

abasinwithcoldwaterIhadtobathandwent

totheroomIwasusing.Iclosedthedoorand

bathedanditwasrefreshingIsoothedlotion

overmybodyafterdoingthatIworemyboyleg

pantiesjustthensomeonechargedinwithout

knockingbutthankstomyrobeIquickly

coveredmybody.Heclosedthedoorthen

stoodbythedoorlookingatmehehadthis

naughtyfacialexpression,likehewantedto

laughorsomething.

Him:“hellowife”hewasdefinitelymockingthe

termwifesoIjustnodded“soyoucan’tspeak?”

Iclearedmythroat

Me:“hi”Iwasstillholdingtherobetightly

makingsureitdoesn’tfalloff

Him:“hiwhat?”Ijustlookedathim,Ihadno

ideawhattocallhimbecauseIwastoldyou



don’tnotcallyourhusbandbyhisname.he

gavemethisnaughtysmilesoIjustlooked

away,whenmyeyescamebacktohimhewas

stillstaringatme,morelikeanalysingme

makingmeuncomfortableandIwantedtoget

dressedsoIclearedmythroatagain.

Me:“howcanIhelpyou?”hechuckled

Him:“wowthenshesoundslikeacallcentre

agent,thinkI’mgoingtolovethis

professionalism”mybigboldeyespoppedout

washereallymakingfunofhowIsound.

Me:“Imeandoyouneedanything,Ifigured

sinceyoucameinhereyouneedsomething”

Him:“soI’mnotallowedtocomeinhere,my

room?HeaskedarchinghislefteyebrowIjust

sighedandkeptmymouthshut.Hewasn’trude

buthewasnaughty,likedeliberatelymakingme

uncomfortable.Ikeptquietandlookeddown

“thatwasn’tarhetoricalquestion”ifhethought

Iwasgoingtoanswerthatthenhemustthink



again.Hesatonthebedandwatchedme

standingthere

Me:“mecanIgetdressedthen?”Iblurtedthat

out

Him:“yesyoucanMrsme”

Me:“withoutyouwatchingme”Isaidthatsoftly

hissmalleyesweremakingmeuncomfortable

hechuckled

Him:“Iamnotlivingthisroom”hestillhadhis

naughtysmilesoIstoodthereandpleadedwith

myeyes“fineIwillfacetheotherside”hesaid

turningaroundItookmyshortsandworethem

whilstholdingmyrobeonmychestthenItook

myvestbutIhadtodroptherobe,Iquickly

droppeditandworemyvestbythetimeIlifted

upmyheadhiseyeswereonmybody,Iquickly

woremyrobeandtiedit.

Him:“notbad,notbadatallactuallyI’m

impressed”hesaidthatarchinghisleft

eyebrowandbitinghisbottomlip.Iwantedto



die,howwasIgoingtolivewithsuchaperson?

Ipackedmytoiletriesbackintomybag,cleared

thebedandcoveredmyheadbeforewalking

outwiththebasin.Ithrewthewaterwenttoput

thebasinbythegaragewiththerestofthe

others.Iwalkedbacktomyroom,breatheda

littlebeforegettinginside.Iwalkedinhewas

typingsomethingonhisphone,Iwentoverto

theothersideofthebedandsatdown.IalsoI

tookmyphone,Ihadmissedcallsfrommy

friends,Ididn’ttellthemaboutmegetting

married,theyknewnothing.Whilegoing

throughmytextmessageshesnatchedaway

myphone,Ihadnowordsforhim.

Him:“youcallthisaphone?”hesaidthat

turningitsideways,IhadtheSamsunggalaxy

starg8something,thesmallone.

Me:“whatisitcalledkanti?”

Him:“atoddler’stoy”Ichuckled

Me:“youshouldlearntorespectpeople’sstuff



nowgivememyphone”

Him:“youmeanyourfigurineright?”Iwas

beyondannoyedbyhischildishbehaviour

Me:“whateveryoucalliteitherwaysit’smy

phone”

Him:“youwillgetitwhenIwantyoutogetitnot

becauseyoutellingmetodoso,nowcomegive

yourmansomelove”hesaidthatroughly

pullingmeintohisembracemorelike

suffocatingmeunderneathhisarmpit.Iswear

heiscrazy,Ihuffedstillunderhisarmpit

“annoyedmuch?”hehadthisstupidgrinonhis

faceafterlettingmego.Iclickedmytongue

movingawayfromhim.Hestoodupandcame

tomysidethenhandedouthishandtome

Him:“hiI’mMelisizweJonathan,yourhusbandI

thinkbutthat’swhattheytoldmeIdon’tmind

anywaysandI’malittlecrazy”ilookedathimin

disbeliefbecausehenowhadasinceresmile,I

justcouldn’tbelievehim.Inarrowedmyeyeson



him.Hemovedback

Him:“ohhosuityourself”whatishe?Ishelike

normal?Hetookofhisclothes,hehadmuscles,

hewasn’tbuffbutitshowedthathewalkedout,

hadanicetorsoandabs.helookedatmeI

lookedaway

Him:“likewhatyouseeMam?”Ijustignored

himandhechuckledhegotinsidethecovers

andIjustsatontopstaringintospaceaftera

whileheuncoveredhishead

Him:“comegetinside,youmustbetired”I

noddedandgotinsideandsleptatthefarend

ofthebed,Iheardhimchuckle“bytheway

you’rebeautiful”afewminuteslaterIheardhim

snore.Ichuckledatthethoughtofwhathejust

did.Iendedupnotgettingmyphonebackandit

wasn’tonthesidebedeitherIfellasleepaftera

while.

Notbeinghomemademerestless,I’dsleep

thenwakeupthengobacktosleepagain,soI



wokeupinthemorning,Melisizwewasstill

asleepandworemy“uniform”afterbrushing

myteachandwashingmyfacefromthelittle

waterthatwasinjarinourroom.Iwenttothe

kitchenandmademyselfwarmwaterfortaking

bathafterdoingsoIwentbacktomyroom,I

decidedtobathquicklywhilsthewasasleep.I

dideverythingquietlytryingsohardnottowake

himupbutthatwasfutilebecauseIhadhim

laughunderneaththecoversIwasnowgetting

dressed,ohmywordthatmeanthewas

watchingmealong,hewasanidiotanda

pervertinmyeyes.AfterdisposingthewaterI

wenttogethisandIroughlyshookhim

Him:“that’snowaytowakeyourhusbandup,

tryagain”hecoveredhimselfagainIhuffedin

annoyanceandgentlyshookhimheuncovered

himself“that’smorelikeit”thenhegotup.I

walkedoutandwenttopreparebreakfastthen

everyoneelsewokeup.Idishedupforeveryone

thenservedthemafterdoingsoIwenttoserve



myannoyinghusbandinourroomsincehe

didn’tcomeforbreakfast.WhenIgottherehe

wasdonewithtakingabath,bedmade

windowsandcurtainsopened.Itshowedhe

wasusedtobeingalone.

LateronIhadjustfinishedmoppingthehouse,I

wasoutsidebythetankwashingmyhandshe

stoodbyme.“Don’tmissmemuchI’llbeback”

thenhewinkedatmeIchuckledmaybeIshould

getusedtohimannoyingmeatleasthewasn’t

treatingliketrashright.Thenheleftwithhis

momandhiselderbrother.IwaswithSindythe

wholeday,therewasn’tmuchtodootherthan

makingteaforeachandeveryrelativeand

neighbouroftheirsthatvisited.

Laterintheafternoontheycamebackwith

groceriesandstuffsinceitwasalmost

Christmas,IhelpedSindytopackupeverything.

Afterdoingsomamaorderedmetomakehera

cupofcoffee,Ididandservedherthenif

figuredIshouldaskMelisizweifwanted



anything.HewasinourroomsoIgotinside

Me:“canImakeyousomethingtoeat,drinkor

anything?”

Him:“nopeI’mgoodthanks”ohhehad

mannerswowIsmiledatthethought.BeforeI

walkingouthespoke“gotyouthis”hehad

boughtmeLindtchocolates,thebigboxmy

favourite

Me:“thanks”Ismiledalittlethenputitonthe

dressingtableandwalkedout.Thatlittle

gesturesoothedmyheartalittle,hewasn’ta

badpersonafterallorwashe?

[01/18,21:41]Ron:Insert5

Wakingupwasastruggleformebecausewe

sleptintheweehoursofthemorning.Wewere

chattingabouthowwegrewupwithourstrict

fathersandthefactthatweweren’tgivena

choicewhotomarry.Hehadalwaysknownthat

awifewouldbechosenforhimbecausehis

elderbrotherswerealsoinarrangedmarriage



sohewasatpeacewiththat.Andwhatmade

himmoreatpeacewiththatheknewthathis

fatherchosethebestwivesforhisother4

brothers,theywereallhappilymarried,beautiful,

respectfulandtheyhadthiswarmwelcoming

natureinthem.Thatiswhyhehadnoproblem

havingawifechosenforhimandhetrustedhis

dadtodothesameforhimfindinghima

suitablecompanion.OhandSindywashisonly

sister,shewasmyageandguesswhatthey

wereintheprocessoffindingherahusband

eventhoughtheirmomisagainstit.Shesaidit

washeronlydaughterandshedidn’twanther

toleaveherhome,shewasherbaby.

Iwokeupandremovedhisarmthattightlyheld

mywaist,tryinghardnottowakehimup.Iused

hisphoneasmyalarmandwatchtoosincehe

tookmine.Ididmymorninghygienicprocess

beforemakingbreakfast.Iservedeveryone

thenwenttoservehiminourroomhewasstill

sleepingIputthetrayonthebedside,Ialmost



roughlyshookhimbutthoughtofallthetimes

he’dmakemedoitagainandchuckled,Ifinally

checkedhimoutfortheveryfirsttime,Ihad

beenstealingglancesathimhewaslight

skinned,thecreamyyellowtype,hehadthese

smallsexyeyesliketheyhadbeencurvedusing

aneyelineratthebottom,thickeyebrows,nice

noseandthosesexylipshehadandhisbeard

madehimmorehandsome.Hedisturbedme

frommyadmirationwhenhespokeandthat

frightenedmeabitasIthoughthewasfast

asleep.

Him:“whatareyoudoing?”hewassmilingbut

youcouldtellthathewassleepyandhisdeep

boldvoicewasevendeeper.Thenheopened

hiseyes

Me:“Iwasabouttowakeyouup”

Him:“checkingyourhusbandout,that’scute”

Me:“don’tfoolyourself,Iwasdebatingwith

myselfwhethertowakeyouuporletyoube”I



saidthatafeelingalittleembarrassedhe

laughed

Him:“liar,creepylittleliar”Igiggledquicklyleft

theroomsinceIhadnoresponseforthat,Igot

bustedbuttherewasnothingwithadmiringthis

creationIcallahusband.Afterhetookabath

heleftwithSindy,Ihadnoideawheretheywere

going.IntheeveningIwashelpingoutmama

withherbaking,morelikelearningnewbaking

techniques.ItwasChristmasEvesowewere

bakingforChristmas,wefinishedaround9,

washedallthestuffwewereusingbeforegoing

tobedandmybodywasalreadycomplaining

sinceIdidn’tgetenoughsleeptheprevious

night.Iwenttomyroom,hubbywasalreadyin

bedbutdoingsomethingonhislaptopohand

heworeglass,theysuitedhimbutitwasquite

anamusingsightcausingmetogigglealittle.

Helookedupatme

Him:“areyouokay?”Inoddedstillsmiling

“don’tthinkyouarehey,peoplewholaughalone



andattheunseenandunheardareinmental

institutionsyouknow”Igiggledstilltakingoff

myclothes,Ihadmadepeacewithhimseeing

melikethateventhoughIwasn’tcomfortable.

Me:“whodiedandmadeyouapsychiatrist?”he

chuckledandputawayhispc,andtookoffhis

glassesbeforestandingupandwalkingmyway

pinningmeintotheclosetasIwasnearit.Ifelt

sosmallrightthereandhebithislowerlipwith

hiseyeswereonmine,eachtimeIlookedaway

hewoulddirectmyfacetohisusinghisindex

finger.

Him:“youshouldlearntorelax,Iamnotgoing

todoanythingtoyouYET,Icameforthis”he

openedadoorbesidemethentookoutabox,

phoneboxthenhandedittome

Him:“thisisyours,nowthat’saphonenotwhat

youhad”webothchuckledthenhemoveaway

Me:“thanks,butcanIhavemyfigurineback”he

chuckledwhilenoddingIjoinedhiminbedand



unpackedtheboxs5mini,itwasalready

charged.Igotsoexcited,hehandedmemy

phoneback,whichhetookoutfromin-between

thebedanditsbasebeforefocusingonhispc

again.Ithadloadsofmissedcallsandtext

messagesfromWhatsApp.Ifirstcheckwho

calledmom,Noxoloandmyfriendsandmadea

mentalnotetocallthembackwhenIgettobe

alone.Isentallofmypicturestomynew

phone,mymusic.Thenquicklydownloadeda

newWhatsApp,thensentallofmycontacts

fromtheoldphonetothenewoneusing

WhatsAppsinceIwasgoingtousethenew

number.Ialsomanagedtoreadmytext

messageswitheveryoneaskingaboutmy

suddendisappearance,andmyfriendsonthe

groupwerebeingcrazyasalwayssuggesting

reasonforignoringthemwhichbycoincidence

includedmegettingmarriedintoaforced

marriage(intwalo).Webothsleptlateagain,

saidhewasrespondingtohisemailsand



sendingoutsomewhenIaskedwhatwasupto.

Wehadchatsin-betweeneventhoughwe

weren’tfocusedoneachotherbutourgadgets.

ThefollowingmorningIfeltsomethingticklish

onmyearlobeIturnedmyheadsothatitfaces

theothersidethenIfeltwarmaironmyface

beforeIfelthissoftlipsonmine,Imovedaway

Ihadn’tbrushedmyteeth,therewasnowayI

waskissinghimwithmystinkingmorning

breath.HemovedcloserstillandImoveback

nowwithmyeyesopenedhehadhisnaughty

smile,henearedmeagainandImove

backwardoncemorecausingmetoalmostfall

ofthebedbutheheldlaughingatme.

Him:“comeongiveyourmansomesugar”I

shookmyheadandtriedtoescapehisgripbut

heldmetighterIwasnowinbetweenhislegs,

theywererestrainingmymovement.

Him:“I’mwaiting”Iblanklylookedathimhe



nearedhisfaceonminethepartedmylegs

gettingin-betweenthemusinghislegsandwe

sharedthisdeep,passionatekissitmademe

feelstuffokay,mybreathingpatternhad

increasedIfelthisbugleonmythighs,thenI

feltsomethingticklishdownthere,Ifeltallsorts

ofstuffashewascaressingmybodytakingof

mypyjamas.Justthenhisphonerang,he

ignoreditmovingtomyneckwhichsent

shiversandsensationsallovermybodythenit

rangagain.Heopenedhisnowredeyeswith

veinspoppingoutonhisforeheadhuffedand

gotoffmeleavingmewonderingwhatwas

happeningwithme,itwashisdadsohegot

dressedandwalkedout.Ialsostoodupgot

dressedinmypyjamas,thinkingthatwasclose

andIwasn’treadyforitbuthowmuchIhad

enjoyedthemomentwejusthad.Imadethe

bedgotdressedinmy“uniform”beforewalking

out.Mamawasalreadyupcookingastorm

thenIfeltembarrassed,Igreetedherbutshe



hadnoproblemwithmecomingatthistime

eventhoughitwasstillearlyIwastoldtowake

upbeforeshedid.Iquicklybathedandhelped

withbreakfast,themenofthehousewerein

thekraalslaughteringasheep,andapparently

theyweregoingtohaveabraaiintheevening.I

preparedbathingwaterforMelisizwe,theywere

donewithwhattheyweredoingandwehadto

preparetogotochurch.Mamagavethis

beautifulloosefittingblueandwhiteAfrican

printeddresswithitheadwrapandtoldmeto

wearitatchurchasourmarriagewasgoingto

beblessed,Iworeitwithmyheelsthathada

strapacross.SoIworeitanditfittedme

perfectly,myhusbandinanavyblueslimfitsuit

thatperfectlyhuggedhisbody.Wewereabit

lateforchurch,arrivedat11aminsteadoften

butwewerejustintimeforthewordofGod.

Afterthatwewerecalledtothefront,theyplace

pillowsforustokneeltheyprayedforusand

laterontheyprayedforourringsthoughIhadn’t



wornany,wemadevows,theonethepriesthas

andthatwasit.Ihadthissimplesliverbut

elegantringonmyfinger.Afterchurchwedrove

homewehadlunchandlateronsomefamily

memberscameandtheybraaithewholesheep,

besidesitshead,legsanditsintestines,which

bythewaymamamademecleanthemand

theystinklikenobody’sbusiness,leavingme

withitsbadstinkthatIhadtotakeabathand

changeclothesbecauseIsmelledlikeasheep.

Thiswholebraaithingwasmoreofaparty,they

hadalcohol,pumpingmusic,theywerehavinga

goodtimeandIontheothersidewastiredbutI

couldn’tleaveeveryonthere.SoIchilledwith

SindyandhercousinstheonesthatImetwhen

Iarrivedhere

Nontlahla:“thisiscompletetorture,watching

peoplegetdrunkwhilstI’mthisthirsty”

Okuhle:“youhavenoideabutIswear,Iwillget

drunkandtonightnotanyotherdaytonight!”

shesaidthatcrossingherfingers



Me:“whyaren’tyoudrinkingImeaneveryoneis

drinkingandmindingtheirownbusiness”

Nontlahla:“thatwouldbeussigningourown

deathpenalty,youclearlydon’tknowmalume

(sindy’sdad)yho!”

Sindy:“don’tworryguys,Ihavesomethingfor

you‘all,I’llhookyouup,someone’shusband

hookedmeup”shesaidthatlookingatme.So

that’swheretheydisappearedtoyesterday.

Theycheeredhimuppraisinghimashewalked

pastusandhewinkedatmemakingmeblush

alittle.Asthetheirbrothersandcousinsgot

drunk,theytookturnsingoingtoSindy’sroom,

theywerenowdrinkingandthat’swherethey

kepttheiralcohol.TheyaskedifIwantedsome

andIdeclined,Iknewnothingaboutalcohol,I

knowI’maboringpersonbutthatwasjustme.

AftermidnightIdecidedtocallitanightas

thesepeoplelookedallfreshenedbytheir

alcohol,dancingwithnocareintheworldandit

didn’tlookliketheyplannedtoleave.Itookof



myclotheschangedintomysummernight

dress,gotinsidemycoversandtookmyphone

playedmymusicthroughmyearphonesandfell

asleep.ThenIfeltcoldhandssnugglingme

frombehind,Iignoredhimthenheplanted

kissesonmyneck,Imovedmyheadforward

awayfromhislipshewasdisturbingmysleep

andhebreathedalcoholwhichwasn’tbearable.

HesaidsomethingbutIcouldn’thearhimsince

Ihadn’tstoppedmymusicfromplayingbutI

couldtellhewasspeakingasIfelthiswarm

breathedagainstmyskin,sendingsensations

allovermybody.Hekissedmycheekthenheld

meclosetohimeventuallyendedupfalling

asleepsodidi.
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AcoupleofdayslaterintheeveningIwasin

thekitchencookingsupper,justpapandbeef

stewmama’sorders.MelisizwecameinasI

hadjuststirredmypotshestoodbythe

cupboardsandfoldedhisarmsinfrontofhis



chest,withhisstupidgrinIdecidedtoignore

himbutbracedmyselffortorture.“Canyou

evencook?”Ichuckled

Me:“whatdoyouthink?”inawayIwasgetting

usedtohimbecauseImaintainedaneye

contactwhenIaskedthat

Him:“thatyoucan’t,actuallyIthinkyou’re

hopelesswhenitcomestocooking”

Me:“thenIcan’t”

Him:“thoughtasmuchatleastIhaveamedical

aid”mamagotinandopenedthefridgeand

tookajarthathadjuiceinit“youshouldbrace

yourselfforfoodpoisoning”

Mama:“foodpoisoning?”hepointedatmypots

mamaburstintolaughterandIjoinedher“is

shethathopeless?”

Him:“youhavenoidea”shewalkedout

laughing

Me:“foodpoisoningreally?MaybeIshouldn’t



botherdishingupforyoune?Nowmove!”I

saidthatboldly,Iwantedtotakeoutthedishes

fromthecupboardbehindhim.

Him:“that’smorelikeit,Iknewthatthewhole

innocencequietnessandshynessthingwith

youwasallanactcomeoutalready,Ineedto

seemoreofthat”hewasamusedIjust

chuckledhemovedwalkingsoftlylaughing

beforehedisappearedintothepassage.I

dishedupforeveryonethenservedtheelders

thenIwenttotakehisandwalkedtohimhe

wasfocusedontheTVbutIknewthatwasall

anact.Istoodinfrontofhimashewasseated

onthecouch,heignoredme

Me:“pleasetakeyourfood”heignoremestill.

Hisbrotherpokedhimandheactedsurprised

hewassuchaclown

Him:“Iamnottakingfoodfromsomeonewho

frowning”Ilookedathimandeveryoneelse

wherenowwatchingus



Me:“please”IsaidsoftlyifwewerealoneI

would’veshovedtheplateontohislapor

somethingbutIhadtoberespectful

Him:“youservemewithasmileonyourface”

soIfakedasmile

Him:“that’snotasmile”sinceIhadtheurgeto

laughasmileautomaticallycurvedonmylips.

“Nowthat’sasmileandIwillgladlyhavemy

food”everyonechuckledandIfinallywalked

away.HewasannoyingbutIlovedit,itcreated

thislightatmospherebetweenthetwoofusI

wasgettingusedtobeinghiswife.After

everyoneelsehadfinishedeatingthey

complimentedmycookingallthistimeIwas

lookingathimwiththe“youheardlookandhe

finallycomplimentme.

Him:“thatwasdelicious,thankyouLilitha”

Me:“pleasure’sallmine”Igrin.Sindydidthe

dishesandIwenttomyroom.Iwasstill

uncomfortablewithbeingnakedorevenhalf



nakedinfrontofhimbuthemadeitahabitto

beintheroominawkwardtimesforme.Ohand

myphonewasstillwithhimandIhadgivenup

ongettingitback.Andweirdenoughhehadn’t

triedbeingintimatewithme,likemostguysI

knew.Theywould’vejumpedatthechance.I

changedintomysleepwearandgotinsidethe

covers.Hecameafewminuteslater.Ihadhim

fiddleinhisclosetthenheundressedandgot

insideandroughlypulledmeclosetohim,Ihad

gottenusedtothat.Webothweresittingupbut

closetoeachotherandfacingeachother

Him:“tellmeaboutyouyourself”

Me:“whatdoyouwanttoknow?”

Him:“everything,I’dliketoknowyou”hehad

teasingmeforthefewpastdayssoheknew

nothingaboutme

Me:“thereisn’tmuchtoknowhey”

Him:“Istillwanttoknow”



Me:“uhm,Ihavetwooldersiblings,Sonwabile

andNoxolomakingmetheyoungest,Iam18

yearsold,Ijustwrotemymatricbeforecoming

hereandIwantedtostudylawbeforefinding

outthatIwasgettingmarriedtoyou.That’sjust

aboutit”hewaspayingattention

Him:“thatcan’tbeallofyoubutitsfine…sowhy

law?”

Me:“besidesthefactthatIhadalwaysbeen

fascinatedbywhatIsawinthemovies,how

theycrossexaminesomeoneIjustwantedto

dosomethinglikethat”

Him:“that’scoolyoustillwanttostudyit?”

Me:“yea”

Him:“thenyouwill,Iwon’thaveanuneducated

wife”webothchuckled“haveyouwatched

“howtogetawaywithmurder”?”

Me:“nevermissedanepisode”

Him:“thoughtasmuch”Ieyedhim“most



peopleinthelawfieldarefascinatedbyit”I

nodded

Me:“it’sverycaptivating”

Him:“soanyboyfriends?”Ichuckledreallywas

heaskingmethat

Me:“noboyfriends”Iansweredfeelingalittle

embarrasseddon’taskmewhy

Him:“youmeanyouneverdatedbefore?”

Me:“yes”hechuckledmakingmealittlemore

embarrassed

Him:“why?Imeanyou’reacatch,beautifulwith

abangingbodyandIhaverecentlydiscovered

thatyou’resmarttoo”Iblushedalittle

Me:“dad,I’dbedeadbynow”

Him:“ishethatbad?”Inodded.

Me:“I’dalsoliketoknowyou,thepersonbehind

myannoyer”hechuckled

Him:“reallynow?Yourannoyer?Thoughtyou



weren’tinterestedinthissetup”

Me:“Iwasn’t”

Him:“andthatchangedbecause?”

Me:“whosaiditchanged?”

Him:“yousaid“Iwasn’t”pasttense”okayhe

gotmethere,Iwassointerestedinknowing

himIwantedmymarriagetoworkandthatwas

allbecauseofhimbutIdecidedtochangethe

topicsinceIdidn’twanttoelaborateonthe

suddenchangeofheart

Me:“sowhatdoyoudo?”

Him:“accounting,I’macharteredaccountantat

GobodoAccountingFirminHoughton.28in

caseyou’rewonderingandbasicallywhatyou

seeiswhatyouget”

Me:“that’scool,smartne,Brainiac,mega

mind?”hechuckled

Him:“nodon’t”



Me:“soooanygirlfriends”

Him:“comeon,I’m28not18”Igiggled

Him:“youhaveagreatlaugh,you'rebeautiful

andI’dliketodothis…henearedmeandhislips

touchedmine,myheartwaspoundingandI

waspanickingalittleIhadneverbeenkissed

beforethenhespokebeforelockingmylips

intohis“followmylead”thenhekissedme,my

veryfirstkissandmyveryfirstkisswithmy

husband.Itwasoutofthisworldafterpulling

awaywecontinuedchatting,hewasactually

askingquestionsaboutmegettingtoknowme

andhewasattentive.Hewasactuallysweet.
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TimewentbyreallyfastMelisizwewasstillhis

crazyself,everyonewaschilleditwasadrama

freefamilyjustlove,teasingandjokingaround

butIwasstilloffishyouknowthefeelingyou

getwhenyounotathomeorwhenit’syourfirst

timevisitingIhadthatfeelingnotbeing



completelyfree.SoonitwasNewYear’sEve

andthatmeantthatmydaysinthevillagewere

finallyoverandIhadtostartafreshelsewhere

asawife.Yeswelivedinthevillagebutthis

family,myfamilylikedpartyingasafamily

though.Theyslaughteredagainanothersheep

butnotathome,ataneighbour’shousewhich

ofcoursewasfamily,myfatherinlaws’older

brother.Sohewasthehostthistimearound

butthatmeantnothingforme.Istillhadto

performmy“newbridalduties”,whichisserving

everyone,doingthedishesandleavingthe

placespotlesslyclean.AfterdoingthatIwent

outsideandhangoutwithZusiphethewifeof

thefirstbothershe3hadkidsallboys,wewere

justhavingalightconversationoverourfood

anddrinks,bydrinksImeancooldrinkbecause

shedidn’tdrinkeitherbutourhusbandsdid.We

stayeduntilthecountdownthenafterwishing

everyoneelseaprosperousyearweleftand

wenttoourseparaterooms.



OntheseconddayoftheNewYear,inthewee

hoursofthemorningat2amtobeprecise.We

wokeupandpreparedforJohannesburg,after

bathingandmechangingintoanormalmaxi

skirt,vest,cardigan,pumpsandaheadwrapwe

bideveryonefarewellsincetheywereup.We

gotinsidethewhiteMercedesBenzAMGC43

anddroveawayafterbucklingup.Heplayedhis

musicandtomysurpriseheplayedBenjamin

DubesoIlookedathimasthelightwasstillon

soIcouldclearlyseehim.

Him:“whyyoulookingatmelikethat”heasked

focusingontheroadandswitchingthelightoff

Me:“yourmusicissounlikeyou”hechuckled

Him:“IknowrightbutIwasraisedwell,goingto

churchonaSundayandbelieveitornotIstill

do”

Me:“whichisstillunlikeyou”

Him:“what’s“like”methen?”



Me:“intermsofmusicorgenerally?”

Him:“musicandgenerallyIdon’twanttohearit,

itmightbebad”Igiggled

Me:“commercialhousemusic,abitof80’sRnB

anddefinitelyhiphop”

Him:“yougotthelasttworight,housemusic

I’mforcedtolistentoit”

Me:“forced?”

Him:“whenthere’sapartyorwhenI’mwith

someonewholistenstoitsoI’mforcedto

listentoit”

Me:“Ialmostthoughtyoumeansomeoneholds

upagunonyourheadforyoutolistentoit”he

laughed

Him:“idiotsuchanidiot…sowhatdoyoulisten

to?”

Me:“takeahugeguess”

Him:“Icantellthere’sachurchgirlinyouso



gospel,internationalatthatandmostlylove

songs,yourRihanna’sandBeyoncé’s”I

chuckled

Me:“amIthatpredictable?”

Him:“yeaandIamthatgood”

Me:“youtookahugeguessnotthatIam

predictable”

Him:“notreally,Iheardyoulisteningtothem

theotherday”

Me:“Ithoughtasmuch”helaughedwe

continuedconversing,justlightchilled

conversationsoonthesunstartedrisingby

7amwewereinKokstad,westoppedbyWimpy

hadbreakfastandfreshenedup.Boughtsome

waterandsomejunk,filledupthecarandwe

hittheroadandIwasalreadytiredbutwestill

hadalongwaytogo.

Him:“it’sactuallynicedrivingwithsomeonein

thecarbynowIwouldbesupperdrowsy”



Me:“youmeantotellmethatyoualwaysdrove

alone”

Him:“12hoursofbeingnotspeakingjust

focusingontheroad,Itooklongbreaksthough”

Me:“Iwouldneverdrivefor12hoursalone”

Him:“canyoudrive?”

Me:“youmeantakingacarfrompointAtobe?”

Him:“that’sthewholepointofdriving,movinga

carfrompointAtopointBsoyea.”

Me:“yes,mydadtaughtmebutI’mstill

strugglingwithreversingthecarandparkingin

restrainingplaces”

Him:“you’lllearnandit’snotthathard”

Me:“withtime”

Him:“notwithtime,youactuallydon’thave

time”

Me:“whatdoyoumeanIdon’thavetime,Ihave

allthetimeintheworld?”



Him:“keeptellingyourselfthat,thisisJo’burg

wetalkingaboutnotMthathaeverythingison

thefastlane”

Me:“thenI’llliveontheslowone”

Him:“quietfoolingaround,whatwewilldois

bookyoualearnerslicence”

Me:“butIhaven’tpreparedforthat,let’ssay

aroundMarch”

Him:“ifyoudon’tmindusingtaxisallthetime

untilthenIdon’thavenoproblem”

Me:“what’swrongwithusingtaxis?”

Him:“afteryourfirstexperienceonaJozitaxi

askmethatverysamequestionne”

Me:“I’maskingyounow”

Him:“waituntilyoufindout”Weendedup

speakingaboutcars,helovedcars,thewayhe

waspassionateaboutthembutIwasslowly

driftingtosleep,becauseitwashotandIwas

fullandlongdistancedidthattome.Ihad



takenofmycardiganandheadwraponhis

instructionsthough,Iruffedupmylittleafro

andvoilà.IfellasleepbutIquicklywokeupas

thesunwasn’tdoingmeanyjustice,hewas

nowlisteningtohishiphopwhichIhatedbut

saidnothinginsteadfocusedonmyphone.It

wasareallylongandtiringdrivewefinally

reachedtheCityofgold,itwaslateinthe

afternoonanditwasonebusycitywithtraffic

everywhere.Ihaveneverbeenherebefore,Igot

excitedalittle,eventhoughwehadreadthe

“welcometoGauteng”boardwestillhadalong

waytogo,passingaboardwrittenGermistonin

boldandalltheplacesnearby.Wedrove

throughRooderport,throughRandburgthenwe

reachedMidrand.Iwasnowlookingcloselyat

thiscity,Ijustknewifyougotlosthereitwould

bereallyhardtogethome,youleaveoneplace

andforgotthattherewasevenaplacewiththat

nameaplacewhereyouwouldseeoneroad

thinkingthatisthesameastheoneyouused



before.Iwasinaforeigncitynothinglike

MthathatheplaceIknew.Wefinallyreached

thisbeautifulcomplex,withasecurityguardsat

theentrancehegreetedlikeheknewthemthen

hedroveinandparkedinfrontofablock.

“Finally!”heexclaimedIsatthereandadmired

theplace.Hesearchedforsomethingunlocked

thecar“let’sgo”Igotoffsodidhe,hetookout

ourbagsandlockedthecar.Hedraggedtwo

bagstothefrontdoorandIfollowedwiththe

otherbag,itwasadoublestoryblock.He

unlockedthedoorsandacoldbreeze

welcomedussinceitwashotoutside.

Him:“welcomehomeMadam”hesaidwithan

accent

Me:“wellthankyouMaster”Isaidroamingmy

eyesaroundtheapartment,itwasasimple

designbutwithclass.Openplanloungeare

chocolatebrownkitchenareawithasilvergrey

builtinstoveandasilverdoubledoorfridge

withsparklyceramictiles.Iwalkedovertothe



loungeithadastaircase,creamwalls,white

couchandTVstandwithhugeplasmaTVwith

pieceofartworkaroundthewalls.Itcertainly

didn’tlooklikeaguy’shouse.

Him:“youlike?”

Me:“it’sbeautiful,doesn’tlooklikeaguy’s

place”

Him:“IknowIhaditchangedbeforegoingback

home”

Me:“Iloveit”

Him:“I’mgladyoudo”hesaidthatpeckingmy

lips“youcantakeabathsolong,I’llorderus

somefood”

Me:“whichroomdoIused?”

Him:“firstdoor”Iwalkedupthestairsithad

twodoors,Igotinsidethefirstdooranditwas

ourbedroomwithensuiteitwasstunningandI

loveit.ItookalongbaththatIalmostfell

asleepsoIquicklydriedmyselfanddrainedthe



waterafterthatwashedthetub.Isoothed

lotionallovermybodythengotdressedinmy

pyjamas,Iwassleepyandtired.Iwent

downstairsweateafterthatIwenttobedwhile

hewenttotakeashower.Ifeelasleepalmost

immediately.

[01/18,21:41]Ron:Insert7

IwokeupwithurgetopeeandMrhadhisarm

tightlywrappedaroundmesoihadtogetoff

me,igotoffthebedandwalkedtothe

bathroombarefoot,ididmybusinessthen

wentbacktobedthenirealizedhowhungryi

wasthelasttimeiatewasafter3pm.Ichecked

thetimeanditwasjustaftermidnight.igotoff

again,walkeddownstairsanditwasdark.I

fiddledonthewall,ihadseenaswitchwhenwe

arrivedandfinallyfounditrightatthebottomof

thestairs.Iwalkedtothekitchenareaafter

switchingitonandopenedthefridgetheonly

thingthatwastherewastheboxofpizzaand

thecooldrinkthatwehadorderedwhencame



in.Itookthemoutandlookedforaplateand

warmeditup.Ipouredmyselfadrinkwhilst

waitingforit.Isatonthehighchairsoverthe

counterandate.Afterthatidecidedtowatch

sometvsinceiwasn'tdrowsy,isettledfortlc

andwatchedtoddlersandtiaras.Justthen

hubbywalkeddownthestairsrubbinghiseyes,

hewasinhisboxeralonehewassupperhothe

thiswellbuiltbody.Idrolledathimforthevery

firsttime,iwantedtotouchthoseabsjustto

getanideaofwhatitfeelslikemovingyour

handonthen,weretheybumpy?howcuriousof

me.Hesatnexttomebeforecuddlingmeup.

Him:"whyaren'tyousleeping?"

Me:"imnotdrowsyandiwashungryso"

Him:"i'mpresumingyouatenehencetheuseof

"was""

Me:"youshouldhavebeenanEnglishteacher"

helookedatmewithapuzzledface

Him:"why?"



Me:"becauseyoupayattentiontoeverysingle

wordusedmoreespeciallytenses,yourpast

presentandfuture"hechuckled

Him:"badhabits,comeletsgotobed"soistood

upsametimeashebeforeswitchingofftheTV.

Hescoopedmeupwithoutwarningcausingme

toscreamalittle.Hewalkedwithmeupstairs

andgentlyplacedmeonthebedbeforegetting

inbetweenmylegskissingmepassionately,his

handscaressingmeandmineonhisneck.

Beforeiknewitiwasnakedandinaworldthati

didntknowexisted,wellthatwasbefore

everythingelsehappened.iwasfeelingallsorts

ofsensations,eachtouchsenttinglestomy

lowerbody,eachwetkissonmybodymademy

bodyhairstandwelluntil.Hegotoffmeafter

thedeedandiwasburningdownthereihated

himforthat.Justthenididntunderstandthe

bigfussmyfriendshadoversexbecauseitwas

horriblethatievencried.Ihadneverfeltso

muchpaininmylife.Hecuddledmeup,igave



himmybackiwasstillintearsandhekept

apologisingandthataloneirritatedmetothe

core."Onceyougetusedtoit,itwontbebad"

getusedtowhatiwasneverdoingthatagain

likeeverbutwhowasifooling?Afterafew

minutes,hewasatitagain,itstillhurtbutitwas

subsidingthatienjoyeditalittle.Ifellasleep

nakedinhisarmsafterthat.

Iwokeupwhenhekissedmylips"morning

beautiful"hiseyeswereonminewhichmadeit

hardformetolookathim,theeventsofthis

morningcamerushingbackintomymindtheni

lookedawaymoreliketurningmgheadtoface

theothersideoftheroom.

Him:"babe"

Me:"..."

Him:"Lilitha?"

Me:"Melisizwe"isaidthatalmostswallowing

thewordsyesfirsttimecallingoughisname



Him:"whatdidyoujustsay?"

Me:"nothing,iturnedagainandfacehim"

Him:"soittookMrJonathanjuniortohaveyou

callmebymyname...must'vebeenreallygood"

hesmuggedilaughedburyingmyselfintothe

cover.

Him:"wakeup,wehavealottodo"

Me:"dontthinkiwillbeabletowalk"thatcame

outasawhispernhelaughedihadknotsonmy

legsandiwasstillsore.Hestoodupand

walkedtothebathroom,ihadwaterrunning.I

stoodupandwincedinpain,itookmyrobeand

woreitwhenjustasiwasabouttomakethe

bed,isawbloodstainsonthesheet,iknew

aboutthatsoijusttookitout.Hecameinand

sawthatandtookoutacleanone.Hehelped

memakethebedandafterthat.Iwenttohave

abathandhejoinedmeinthebathtub.After

thatlòooongbathigotdressedinablackand

whitestrippedmaxisummerdressthatsatand



huggedmyeverycurveperfectly.Iroughedup

mylittleafroaftersprayingit.Hewasdressed

upinhiswashedoffbluejeansthatperfectly

showedhisbrackets,whitelacostesneakers

andwhitebodyhuggigt-shirthelookedextra

hot.Hetookhisphonetogetherwithmineand

carkeyswewalkeddownstairsandleft.We

drovebacktofourwaysmallbecauseheknewit

betterthantheothers.Wehadbreakfastovera

lightconversationwithhimtryingtosweepme

offmyfeetanditworked."Clothesfirstor

groceries?Heaskedjustaftersettlingthebill.I

strungmyshoulders"clothesitis"wewalked

toafewclothingshops,theclothesweremine

"nowifeofmineisgoingtolooklikeavillage"

hesaid,igiggledbecausehemeantmybridal

clothingwhichbythewayihadleftitbackat

home.Iboughtdresses,jeans,skirts,tops,

lingeria,shoesandsomewarmstuff.After

packingeverythinginthebootwewalkedback

inforgroceryshoppingweboughteverything



wewouldbeneedkngfortherestofthemonth

withtakeawayssinceitwasafterlunchalready

andwedrovestraighthomeiatemyburgerin

thecar.Heatehisfoodwhilstiwaspacking

thegroceriesawaychattinginbetweendoing

that.justwheniclosedthefreezerheheldmy

waistfrombehind,iturnedaroundandiwas

metbylipsonminethenhepinnedmetothe

freezermakingmefeelitscoldsurfacewhich

surprisinglydidsomethingtome.Wekissed

lustfullyisudeenlyhadnocontrolofwhatwas

happeninginmybody,withallthefeelingsbuti

enjoyedeverysinglebitofitall."Iloveyou"

causingmetoblushhesaidbeforepullingout"i

loveyoutoo"isaidloudlybutthatwasmeant

formyandyeswemadeloveonthekitchen

counterandflooranditwassomethingoutof

thisworld.Itdidn'thurtasmuch,actuallythe

painhadbeenreplacewithnothingbutpleasure.

Aftershoweringtogetherwetookanap.iwoke

uplateronandcheckedthetimeanditwas



after6andiwassohungrysopulledawayfrom

hisembrace,woremyrobeonmynakedself

andwalkeddownstairs.Ihadtocooksoimade

spaghettibologneseforsupperwhklst

watchingTVfromthekitchen.Hewokeupa

littlelater,iwasalmostdone.Hewalkddupto

meandpulledmeclosertohimmakingto

standonmytoeskissinghislips."idon'tknowif

imgreedyofwhatbutijustcantseemtoget

enoughofyou"hesaidthatmakingmefeelhis

bugle.Igiggledandmovedawayfromhimbut

tobehonesticouldnteither,icravedforhim

butiwasntabouttoadmittothat.Hetookout

twoglassesofwineandtookoutabottleof

winewhichwehadboughtealieronandpoured

itonbothglassesandhandedmeone"idont

drink"isaid

Him:"iknowbutitsjustwineandaglasswont

hurt"

Me:"nothanks"



Him:"youknowmostdoctorsrecommenda

glassofwineeverynowandagainfor

yournowngoodyouknow,takeasip"hesaid

takingasip.Sinceiwascuriousofwhatit

tastedlikeireluntantlytookitandhadasipand

itwasnothinglikeihadimaginedittobe

Me:"notbad,ithinkilikeit"hechuckled

Him:"justdontgetaddictedne"idishedupfor

uswehadsupperjustchattingandiendedup

having2moreglassesofwine.Ifeltrelaxedlike

reallycalm,afterthatididthedishesbeforewe

wentbacktobedearlysincehewasgoingback

toworkthefollowingday.

[01/18,21:41]Ron:Insert8

Hissidebedalarmwentoffwakingthebothof

us,itwasreallyloudheshiftedandswitchedit

offafterswitchingonthesidelamp."Morning

hun"hesaidashekissedmyforeheadthenmy

lipsbeforereleasingmefromhisembraceand

gotoffthebed.Idecidedtoalsowakeuphelp



himprepareforwork,thatswhathousewives

doright?Igotoffthebedcoveredmyselfwith

myrobeandwentovertothesink,brushedmy

teethandwashedmyfaceandappliedmyface

creamwhilehegotinsidetheshower.Iwentto

thekitchenandmadehimbreakfast.Aftera

whilehecamedownwearingnavyformalpants,

brownshoesandawhitevestwithacreased

shirtonhishand,Iwasdonewithbreakfastand

dishedupforhimthenironedhissparkling

whiteshirt.Ihandedittohimashewasdone

withhisbreakfastIfollowedafterhimhe

finishedupdressingwhilstImadethebed.He

worehisjacketwithoutatiehelookedfine,i

couldeathimup.Hewalkeduptomepulling

meclosertohim"thisisgoingtobealong"

Me:"why?"Iasked

Him:"youwon'tbebymyside"

Me:"atleastyouwillbebusyunlikeme"

Him:"itsonlyforafewdaysbabedon'tworry



justenjoyit"

Me:"i'lltryto"istoodonmytoesashepecked

mylips

Him:"iloveyou"

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”hewalkedoutaftertaking

hislaptopbagtogetherwithcarkeys.Ihadmy

breakfastandthoughtofwhatwasIgoingtodo

inthisplacethewholeday,Idecidedtoclean

forthetimebeing,sincewedidnotdustoffthe

placewhenwecamein.Aftermoppingindoors

Isweptthebalconysinceithadleaves.Itooka

longbathafternoticingthatIhadmyperiod

thengotdressedinmyblackjeggingsanda

nicelazytopwithmymorningshoesIroughed

upmyhairandpackedmynewclothesintothe

freespaceinthecloset.Itlookedlikehubby

dearestwasaneatfreak,everythingwasnicely

foldediftheynotinthehanger.BylunchtimeI

wasdonewitheverythingsoItookathrowand

wentdownstairs,mademyselfsomefoodand



laidonthecouchandwatchedTV.ihadachat

withmyfriendsinthegroupifinallytoldthem

thatiwasmarriedtothisawesomeguyandi

wasinJohannesburgatfirsttheydidn'tbelieve

meuntilisentthemapictureofustogether

duringtheblessingofourmarriage.They

congratulatedmeandquestionsfollowedbuti

avoidedthose.Imust’vefallenasleepbecauseI

wokeupalittlelaterwhenIheardsomething

click,Iopenedmyeyeshewastakingapicture

ofmesmilingatmeIlookedawaycoveringmy

head.

Him:“comeonwakeupalready”

Me:“no,I’mtired”Isaiduncoveringmyhead

Him:“becauseyousleptonthecouch”Istood

upandcheckedmyselfwhilestretching,he

gentlypulledmyhandpullingmeclosertohim

peckingmylipswhichmademefeellikeIwas

floodingdowntheresoIquicklymovedaway

andcheckedthetimeitwasafewminutesafter



5

Me:“shouldImakeyousomethingtoeatoryou

willwaitfordinner?"Iaskedfoldingthethrow

andneatlyplacingitonthecouch.

Him:"don'ti'monmywaytothegym,wannatag

along"

Me:"isthatyourwayoftellingmethati'mfat"

Him:"nopethatismetellingyouthatyouneed

tokeephealthyandlayingonthecouchallday

willdefinitelynotkeepyourbloodflowing"

Me:"yeawhatever,i'lljoinyoubutnottoday"he

noddedandclimbedupthestair.Iwalkedtothe

kitchenandtookoutsomeveggiesandstarted

peeling.

Twodayslaterihadarunnystomachbecause

matricresultsweretobereleasedmidnight,the

wayiwassoscared,hekeptreassuringmethat

allwillbewell.Hewenttosleepafterbegging



metocomewithbutideclineandheeventually

gaveupandwenttosleepsincehehadtogoto

workthefollowingday.Midnighticheckmy

resultsonlineusinghislaptopwhilstsearching

mymomcalledianswered.

Me:"mama"

Her:"congratulationsmychild,youhavemadeit,

withtwodistinctions"

Me:"ma?"Iwasstiĺlshocked,ithoughtshewas

pullingmylegorsomething

Her:"youhavetwodistinctions,accountingand

maths"

Me:"areyouseriousma?"

Her:"yesmychild,welldone"isquealedin

excitement"i'llcallyouaftergettingyour

statementgoodnight"

Aftershehungupicheckedthepcandindeedi

hadpassedbutitshowedyoursymbol.Just

thenhubbycamedownrubbinghiseyeswhilst



yawning

"Icantellfromthesmilethatyoupassed,

congratulationspre-scholer"hesaidpullingme

intohisarms

Me:"thanks...whyamiapre-scholer?"

Him:"you'reachildthat'swhy"ichuckledand

playfullypunchedhisstomach

Me:"don'tgobacktoyourannoyingselfplease"

Him:"butyouareachild,akid,nunus"igiggled

hescoopedmeupleadingustothebedroom

Me:"butthatdidn'tstopyoufromdoingadult

stufftoakid"hechuckledhegentlyplacedme

onmyside

Him:"adultstuff?Youmeanthissortofstuff...

"ourlipstouchedwekissedandhepulledaway

Me:"thatandmore"

Him:"andlasttimeicheckedyoulovedadult

stuff...you'reonemessedupkid"igiggled



Me:"welliblameyou"helaughed

Him:"iloveyoununus"hesaidpeckingmylips

"andiloveyou"...."welldonebigkid,iamproud

ofyou"hesaidashecuddledmeupkissingmy

forehead

Me:"thanksandgoodnight"heswitchedoffthe

sidelampandislowlydriftedtosleep.Wheni

wokeupinthemorninghewasgone,ichecked

thetimeanditwasafter8.Ididn'tevenhearthe

alarmgoingoff.Isighedandgotoffthebed

andmadeit,openedthecurtainsanditwas

heavilyrainingandtheviewfromourroomwas

gorgeousistoodthereforaminuteortwo

thinkingaboutmymarriage,howhappyiwas

seemedlikemyfatherwasrightafteralltheni

gotexcitedaboutgoingbacktoschool...itooka

baththendressedupmylongsleevest-shirt,a

hoodie,sweatpants,socksandmorningshoes.

Iwentdownstairshehadlefttheblender

openeditlookedlikehubbyhadasmoothiefor

breakfastsoiputeverythingthathewasusing



toitoriginalplaceandmademyselfabowlof

cereal.Ireadatextfromhim"morningmylove

ididn'twanttowakeyouupthismorningwe

willtalklateraboutschool.Imissyouilove

you"ismiledandrespondedtothat.Afterthati

didthedishesandwaitedformymom'scall.

Shecalledlateroninformingmethatshehada

faxedacopyofmysymbolstoMelisiwe'soffice

andhadtheoriginalfastmailedtoouraddress.

Wechattedalittle,sheaskedifhewasgoodto

me,shewasconcernedsoitoldherthatwe

werefine.Afterhermyphonerangagainitwas

fromthebursaryfundthatihadappliedfor,

Anglotheyconfirmedmybursaryandichanged

myaddressdetails.Witshadprovisionally

acceptedmesoihadtogosendthemacopy

ofmystatementorpersonallygothere.Iwas

soexcitedicouldn'twaitforuniversity.

[01/18,21:41]Ron:Insert9

Hubbycamebacklateronlookingallhotinhis

casualwearsinceitwasaFriday,iwascurled



uponthecouchwithathrowcoveringmeup

watchingTherealilovedtheirmadness.HePut

hislaptopbagonthecouchaftergreetingand

beforemakingmesitonhislapstraddlinghim

kissingmepassionately.Ibrokethekisstrying

tocatchmybreath.Heranhisfingersthrough

mymessedupafro"ouch!"Iexclaimedashis

fingergotsuckonatangle.

Him:"sorrynunus,whatareyougoingtodo

withyourhair?"Heaskedplayingwithit,

roughingitupandbrushingitwithhishand

Me:"don'tknowmaybebraiditupor

something"

Him:"butilikeitthewayitis"

Me:"iliketoobutitcomeswithtoomuch

responsibility"

Him:"responsibility?"Heaskedraisingabrow

Me:"yestakingcareofit,fromwashingitdaily

tocombingit"



Him:"butyoudon'tcombyours"

Me:"ido,beforeroughingitup"

Him:"why?"

Me:"toavoidfurthertanglingitup"henodded

lookingdeepintomyeyes

Him:"you'rebeautiful,naturallybeautiful

effortlesslybeautifulMrsJonathan"iblushed

likecrazy.Iamlightskinnednotyellowjusta

faircomplexion,bigboldbeautifuleyes,a

sharpnoseihavetwocutedeepdimples,small

pinklipsandadarkoutliningofthelips.Small,

breasts,cup32btinywaistandmediumcurves

asize34,normalheightandihavegreatlegs.

Me:"wellthanksMrJonathan"isaid

Him:"mypleasure...youknowilikeitbetter

whenyoucallmebymyname"ididthatafew

timesigiggledatthat.

Me:"thanksMelisizwe"Hegavemethis

naughtysmileandwiggledhisthickeyebrows



upanddowncausingmetosmilebeforeasking

"arewedone?"Ilookedathimwithpuzzled

facethenhedirectedmyeyeswithhistowhat

hewastalkingabout,hewastalkingaboutmy

period,ilaughedsohardnoddinghejoinedme

kissingmethenheundressedmyupperbody

withourlipslockedtogether,caressingeach

andeverypartofmybodymakingfeelgreat

pleasurewhenhereachedandtouchedmy

lowerbodysooniwasunderneathhimonthe

leathercouchiclimaxedbuthequicklypulled

outhisguyandreleasedontopofmybelly."we

don'twantbabiesyetright?Youneedtoget

contraceptives"Hesaidtryingtocatchhis

breathinoddedaftergettingcleanedupwe

tookthesessiontoourbedroomandcuddled

up."Igotyourresultsandtheyareimpressive

foradummylikeyourselfiamproudofyou

nunus"igiggledhowihatedthenunusthingbut

itseemedlikehewasn'tgoingtostopusingit.

"Caniseethem?"Iasked



Him:"theydownstairsinmybag"iattemptedto

getupbutheheldmedown"noyouwilldothat

lateron"hesaidthatplantingkissingonmy

face.

Me:"Anglocalledme"thenhestoppedi

continuedtellinghimaboutthecallandwe

plannedwhattodothefollowingday.

Iwokeupreallylatethefollowingdayitwas

after9andhewasstillsleepingholdingme

tightly,ibrokefreefromhisembracewaking

himupintheprocessgotoffthebedandpulled

myrobetocovermyselfup.Iwalkedtothe

windowandopenedthecurtainsanditwasstill

rainingiwentovertothebathroom,didmy

morningbusinessandtookashower,hejoined

me.Afterthatiwrappedatowelaroundmy

bodydryingmyselfup,thensoothedmybody.I

woremygreyskinnyjeans,blackankleboot,

greylongsleevest-shirttuckedin,blackjacket

andagreywoolenBinnie.Aftergettingdressed

imadethebedandwalkeddownstairswithmy



handbag.DroveofftoMcDonald'sdrive

throughforbreakfastthatwasclosetoour

placethenhetoldmetocarefullylookatthe

roadsincehewasshowingmemywayfrom

MidrandtoBraamandtheywerefarapartso

wewenttoregisterformylearnerslicencehe

alsobookedadrivingschoolthenwe toured

aroundBraam,thenwewenttoJoburgfora

taxirankincaseihadtouseitanditwasbusy,

likebusybusy,suchafilthypartofJoburgbree

street.

AfterthatwedrovetoDeipkloofextentionin

Sowetotosometshisanyamawewalkedover

toatablethatwasoutsideagroupguysand

somegirlswereseatedsomestanding.He

greetedtheyallturnedheshoulderbumped

someguythentheguyspoke."Thismustbe

definitelythemadam"hesaidextendinghis

handovertomeforahandshake."I'mLunga,

you'reman'sbrotherfromanothermother"i

smiled,butnotatthe"yourman's"thing,itsunk



thenthathewasmine,mymanandshookhis

handthenheintroducedmetoeveryoneelse

andtheyofferedmeaseattheywerenice

welcomingpeople.Theyalllookedsuccessful

andiwasintimidatedandiwastheyoungesti

think,theyhadsiders,braiedmeatandpapand

saladsinfrontofthem.Wejoinedinbutihada

cooldrinkinstead,theywerehavingalight

conversationlaughing.Afterlunchweweleft

themthere,theyweretalkingaboutclubbing

andstuff."Don'tgivethebabybabies"said

Lungaaswewalkedawayfromthemtheyall

laughedmakingmefeelembarrassedhegave

himamiddlefingerandhebroughtmecloserto

himbeforeopeningtedoorforme.Wepassed

bythepharmacyformyinjectionafterthatwe

drovehome.

Mondaymorningwewokeup,ipreparedforthe

bothofushetookthedayoffbecausehewas

accompanyingme.Afterbreakfastweleftand

whenwegotthereitwaspackedandluckilyfor



me,heknewpeoplefromadminfromthetime

hewasstudyingthere.Theytookmy

documentsandcheckedmeonthesystem

sincetheyautomaticallygottheresultsoftheir

applicantssominewasstillpendingtheytold

metowaitforafewdaysthentheywillinform

me.Whenwegothomehegavemestudy

materialforthelearnersandistartedon

preparingforitsincehewasbeingpushyabout

itanditkeptmebusywhenhewasatwork,it

waskindofconfusingbutiwasgettingthere.

Andofcoursehehelpedandsometimestested

me.

Afewdayslatertheyconfirmedmyadmission

totheuniversityandgavemedetailsofmy

registration.Iregisteredandhadmystudent

cardtakenandiwashappy.Ifilledinmy

parentsandtheywerehappyformeandof

coursemyparentsinlaw.Classesweretostart

firstweekofJanuarysohadenoughtimeto



studyformytestwhichihadtowritemonth

end.Timeflewbyandiwrotemytestandaced

itigotmylearners.Iwentfororientationandit

wasgreatimetsomegirl,Penelopewewere

doingthesamecoursebutshestayedatres.

Weexchangedcontactdetails.Iwassoexcited

aboutuniversityicouldn'twaittostartclasses.

[01/18,21:41]Ron:Insert10

Iwokeupearlysinceihadtoprepareformy

husbandandi,itwasaMondaymorningfirst

dayofmyclass.Iquicklytookashowerafter

soothingmybodyiworemyrobeagain,then

wokeMelisizweup,afterhegotoffthebedi

madeit.Itookhisshirtandpantstoiron,itook

mytopsinceiwasgoingtowearjeans.Iironed

everythingthenwentdownstairstomake

breakfastjustanomeletteiservedhimashe

camedownthestairs,hewasdressedinhis

suitandreadytogo.Irushedupstairsandgot

dressedinmyblacktightfittingjeanswitha

turnupatthebottom,whiteoffshouldertop



andmetallicsneakers,theblackmetallicfrom

superga,istillhadn'tdonemyhairsoiroughed

itup.Iwassimplebutilookedpretty,itookmy

blackbikerjacketandbagwithmyphoneand

walletandeverythingiwouldbeneedingduring

thedayandwalkedtomyalreadyimpatient

hubby.Ipackedmybreakfastintoalunchbox,i

wasgoingtohaveitinthecarsincehewas

alreadycomplaininglikeididn'thavetogethis

thingsdonefirst,men.Butiunderstoodhis

frustrationitwasgoingtobeadoubletripfor

himtodropmeoffatBraamthendriveto

Houghtonandjoburg'strafficwasnochild's

play.By7amiwasattheentrance,ihada7:45

class,ipeckedhislipsbeforegettingoffthecar

butheheldmyhand"enjoyyourdaybutyou

mustknowthatyouarenotypicaluniversity

studentbutmywifetoo...iloveyou"

Me:"don'twoŕry,iknowimmarriedsoi'llbehave

..iloveyoutoo"hepeckedmylipsthenigotoff

andhedroveoff.Isighedbeforewalkingin,i



triedtofindmyvenueusingmytimetablemy

phonebeepeditwasatextfrompenelope

askingmewhereiwas.Itoldheriwasinthe

lecturehallandafewminuteslatershecamein

andsatnexttome,iwasseatedatthefront

row.Shewassuchabeauty,shewasatall

slenderwithcurves,yellowskinnedshelooked

likeamodel.weexchangedgreetings,chatteda

littlesincewewereearly,shewasacoloured

zuluhermomZuluanddadWhitefromDurban.

ShespokeZulufluentlyasherparentsweren't

marriedsoshegrewupwithhermom'family.

Otherstudentsstartedfloodinginthenour

lecturercameinandgreeted,passingonthe

timetablehelookedyoungprobablyinhis30s

andhewashotnotthatiwaslookingbutitwas

hardtomissonthat."Hismine"whispered

Penelopeinmyearasiwassigningtheregister.

Igiggledshakingmyhead,hehandedouthis

contactdetails,iwrotethemdownonmydiary

andeverythingelsethatwewouldneedanduse



forthemodule.Hebeingwiththeday'ssession

anditwasreallyinterestinghemadethething

fun,hewasbeingcasualaboutit.Twohours

laterweleftthevenueandlookedfortheother

1.Wehadbacktobackclassandourday

endedat3:45.IinformedMelisizwethatiwas

doneforthedayandhetextedmebackthathe

wasonhisway.Sowewenttobraamcenterfor

textbooksiboughtmineusingmybook

allowanceandsheusedcash.Afterdoingso

wewalkedtosteersforburgerswehadn'teaten

anythingafterbreakfast.Afterpayingforour

food,onemealmine,thenhubby,thenpenny's.

myphonerang,itookitoutofmypocketand

answered.

Me:"mylove"Pennyeyedmeididn'ttellher

thatiwasmarriedandshedidn'taskaboutmy

ringsheprobablythoughtiwasdecoratingmy

fingers.

Him:"mmmilikethat,iamblushinglikecrazy

rightnow"igiggled"whereyouatmylove?"



Me:"steersbabeupJorrison"

Him:"Likeifeelsolovedrightnow,mynunusbe

usingallsweetnamesdamnilovemywife"he

thenhungupleavingmegiggling.

Penny:"mylove,didn'tknowyouhada

boyfriend"

Me:"youdon'tknowmelikethat"

Penny:"ouch!"

Me:"idon'thaveaboyfriend"

Penny:"don'ttellmeyou'reLesbian"igiggled

Me:"nopeimarried"isaidthatwavingmhleft

handonherfacethenourordercamewehad

orderedtakeawayssoitookminewhileshe

tookher's.

Penny:"youlie!"wewerewalkingout

Me:"deadserious"justthenmyphonerangthen

isawhiscar.Ibidherfarewellthenwalked

away.Shewalkedoff.ShelivedatSouthpoint,



aresidenceinbraamsoitwasawalking

distanceforherfromschooltoherplace.I

peckedmyhubbyasigotinafterplacingmy

bagandtextbooksattheback.

Him:"nunushowareyou?"heaskedashedrove

off

Me:"awesomeandyou?"

Him:"great,howwasyourday"

Me:"greatjustthatiamtiredand

hungry...yours"isaidthattakingoutmyfood

Him:"hectic...where'smine?"

Me:"yours?"

Him:"burger"

me:"overhere"igavehimhisburgerhethanked

meheatewhilstdrivingandwegotstuckinthe

trafficoneveryroutewetookbesidesthefree

way.

Him:"ithinkyougonnausethetaxiorgautrain,



trafficthissideisanightmare"ifrowneditwas

nicebeingdrivenaround

Me:"okay"

Him:"a.adon'tfrown,ibookeddrivinglessons

foryou.Didyoumakeanappointmentforyour

firstlesson?"Hewasscoldingmesoichose

notanswerhim,ileftmydadathome.Ilooked

outthewindowandwatchedtheothercars.He

keptquietashenoticedthatiwasn'taboutto

answerhim.Whenheparkedatthecomplex,i

gotoffbangingthedoortakingmystuffwith

andwalkedtoourplacehehadalready

unlockedsoigotinsidewalkedupstairsleaving

himbehind,iwasmadathimforscoldingme.I

placedeverythingonthebedandwalkedtoloo

withtheurgetopeeiquicklyunbuttonedmy

jeansdidmybusiness,wipedthendecidedto

takethemoff.Iwashedmyhandsthenwalked

tomycloset,ichangedintomysummer

pyjamasandwalkeddownstairs.Theminutei

gotoffthelaststep,hegrabbedmepinningme



againstthewallpassionatelykissingme"when

iaskyouaquestion,yourespond.Andyou

certainlydonottakeoutyourangeronmycar,

understood?"Inoddedhethenliftedmeupstill

pinnedonthewallmylegswrappedaroundhis

waist,lipslockedtogetherhetookoffmy

pyjamavesthishandsroamedaroundmy

upperbodythenhefreedmylegsbeforetaking

offmyshortstogetherwithmyunderwear.

Afterclimaxingamultipletimesiwasdogtired

helaidmeonthecouchandcuddledmeup.it

feltlikeapunishment,hepoundedmewithno

mercy,iswearufelthisguydeepinmywomb.

Hadn'tiinjectediwould'veconceivedtwinsif

notaquadatthatmoment.
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Wheniwokeupitwasdarkinthehouse,his

armswrappedaroundmefrombehind,ifreed

myselffromhisembracebuthepulledmeback

tohim.Soifreedmyselfagainandheletmei

fiddledforswitchonthewallandswitchediton.



Iwassonakedsoitookhisshirtthatwaslying

onthefloorandworeit,iwalkedovertohim

andcheckedthetimeonhiswristwatchitwas

justaftertenhewokeuptoopullingmetohim

andmakingmesitonhislap.hekissedmylips

thenpulledback

Him:"ijusthadadreamaboutyou"hesaidthat

grining

Me:"ohyea?"Iexclaimedarchingmyeyebrow

Him:"yeayouwereseatedonmylaplikethis

"hesaidthatmakingmestraddlehim,making

mefeelhisnakedself.Igiggledtryingtogetoff

himbuthefirmlyheldmedowntohim

Me:"letgoofmeineedtostudy"

Him:"notbeforeyoulisten"

Me:"imlistening

Him:"youweredoingstufftome,wildstuff"i

giggled

Me:"i'mstarving,whatarewegoingtoeatfor



supper?I'mcravingsomethingbeefywhatare

aboutyou?"helaughedgettingmeoffhimand

standinguptogetdressed

Him:"idiotarandomidiot"ilaughedathisfacial

expression.

Me:"youridiotright?"Iaskedreachingforakiss

buthebackedawaylaughing.

Him:"letsgogetsomefood"

Me:"dressedlikethis?Iwasstillinhisshirt

Him:"whatyoutalking?Younotgoingtoshow

everypervertmyassetsgogetdressed

woman!"Ilaughedgoingupthestairs.Igot

dressedinmyjeansandbuttoneduphisshirt

thenwalkedoutwithmyphone.Wewenttoa

nearbydrivethroughthenquicklycameback

weateafterdoingsoisatonthekitchen

counterwithmybooks

Him:"Whatareyougoingtoweartomorrow"he

askeddisturbingmeiturnedandlookedathim



Me:"why?"

Him:"ifiguredishouldironforthebothofus

sinceyoubusyandourmorningsarebusy"

Me:"ncoothatissosweet,yoursweetwho

would'vethought"hechuckledplayfullypushing

meoff

Him:"so?"

Me:"idon'tknow,imeanidressupaccordingto

mymoodontheday"

Him:"adressitisthen"

Me:"whosaidi'llwanttowearadress?"

Him:"me,yourhusband,yoursweet,annoying

crazyhusband"ilaughedheissuchanidiothe

nearedmeandpeckedmylipsandwalked

away.Istudieduntil2am,iwalkedintomyroom

andfoundourclotheshookedonthecloset's

handleonahanger,ichuckledandgotinside

thecovers,snugglingmyselfintohim.

Hewokemeupinthemorning,hehadjust



cameoutoftheshower,ididn'tevenhearthe

alarmgoingoff.Iwokeupandmadethebed,

didmymorningprocess,iwasinnomoodof

gettingdressedinadressbutbecausehubby

choseitformeoutofloveiworeit,itwasa

shortdustypinksummerdress,itshowedmy

thighsalittlebutitfittedmeperfectly.Iroughed

upmyhairandworemybrownsandals

althoughiwantedmysneakersandjeans.he

smiledwheniwalkeddownthestairs,ohhe

hadmadebreakfast.Iputmybagonthecouch

andwalkedtothekitchenarea.

"Youlookbeautiful"hesaidpeckingmylips

"Thanks"repliedmovingawayfromhim

"Thislooksgreatandsmellsgreat"isaidasi

satonthehighchair

Him:"tastesevenbetter"heservedme

Me:"thankssweetMelz"hechuckled

Him:"don'tgetusedtoit"ichuckledweateand



itwasdelicious

Him:"whatdoesyourdaylooklike"heaskedas

wegotinsidethecar.

Me:"ihavea8:45thena12:45mydayendsat

2:45andihavetogetmyselfapc."

Him:"don'tworryaboutthat,itssortedthey'll

deliverittoday"

Me:"thanksbabe

Him:"bythewayiwillpickyouupmuchlater

today"

Me:"don'tworryi'lluseataxi"

Him:"andifyougetlost?"

Me:"comeoniknowmywayhome,sinceyou

worriediwilltakegautrainthenwalkhome,is

thatbetter?"Itwasawalkingdistancefromthe

trianstationtoourhomeandusingatrainwas

straightforward

Him:"better,thentakethekey""itookit.Whilst



drivinghishandkeptgoingupmythighsthat

mademesouncomfortable,likeimgoingto

schoolicantgetdirtyandhe'dgivemea

naughtysmilesoslappedhishandandhe

laughed.Afterdroppingmeoffatschooliwent

ottheLibraryandgotbusywithmybookssince

iwaswaytooearly.Iwenttoclassasitwas

time,Pennywasthereinherbumshortsand

sneakersshelookedhot.

Penny:"yourhusbandletsyougetoutofthe

housedressedlikethat?"Sheaskedasisat

downnexttoher.

Me:"hechoseitformeanditsnotreallyshort"

Penny:"marriedwomanaren'tsupposedto

showtheirthighsorknees,youtoohotfora

wifelookatyourfreshlookingthighsandyour

legs,i'dkillforthose"

Me:"ifididn'tknowanybetteri'dsayyour

checkingmeoutinaweirdwaybutthanks"

Her:"don'tworryhun,i'masstraightasaruler,i



meanwhywoulditradeahugeDforanFatiny

Fatthat,iain'taboutthatlife"ilaughedshe

wascrazyourlecturecommencedwhich

stoppedherfrom babblingaboutnonsense.

Aftermylastlecturesheaccompaniedmetote

stationwhichwasatthefarendofJorrison,but

wewenttoherplacetoleaveherbag,itwasa

singleroomanditwascosy,iwasgoingtoget

thatbutsincei'mmarriedihadtocompromise.

Whenwegotthere,iboughtmyticketand

boardedastherewasatrianalready.Iwalked

homeigotinsidethegategreetingtheguards,

thentheytoldmetowaitformymailandparcel

theyreceivealltheapartments'mailthen

deliverittoeachapartmentmo-oneelsewas

allowedinsidethepremisesbesidesthe

cleaningcompanyforsafetyreasons,hehanded

tomeamediumboxprinted"fragile"outside.i

unlockedmyapartmentthengotinsideand

placetheboxonthecounterbeforelocking.I

openeditandbamitwasmylaptop,ijumpedin



excitement,applerightthereinfrontofme.I

quicklychargeditandreadit'smanualforset

up.Imademyselfsomefoodandrelaxedon

thecouchreadingthemanual.Afterdoingsoi

decidedtostartonsuppereventhoughitwas

stillearly.Ifinishedup,tookashowerandwore

mysexylaceunderwearandarobeontop.

After7iheardthedoorunlock,iwasnow

watchingtvandworriedhecamein.

Him:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Him:"sorryfornotlettingyouknow,gotheldup

atwork"inoddedandstooduptoservehim

supperbutheheldmyhandasiwalkedaway

"hey,don'tbemadhesaidgentlypullingmeto

himandmyrobeslightlyopenedshowingmy

bra.

Him:"nowthisisdefinitelysomethingtocome

hometoeveryday"hesaidnearingmyfaceand

asmilecurvedonmylips.
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Jugglingbetweenschoolandbeingawifewas

reallyhard,witswasdemandingmostofmy

timeandMelisizwealsowantedapieceofme

butheunderstoodthaticouldn'tditchmy

schoolworkforhim.Myweekendsona

thursdaysonoclassesfridaysoidecidedto

usethedayformydrivinglessonsandsincei

coulddrivetheytoldmeiwilldolesshourstgan

theusualandiwashappysincetimewas

somethingididnthave.Andididntunderstand

thebigfussoverthedriverslicence.Wheni

camebackfrommyfirstlesson,itwas

extramelyhotbanditwasn'tevenmiddayyet.I

gotinsidemyapartmentputmyhandbagand

keysonthekitchencounteritookofmyclothes

rightthereinthekitchen,ipouredmyselfa

glassofcoldwaterandhalfdrankitbutthatdid

nojusticesoipouredmyselfsomewine,

collectedmyclothesfromthefloorandwalked

tomyroom,thebasketwasfullsoidecidedto



dosomelaundry.Isortedourclotheswhile

enjoyingmyglassofwine.Itookthem

downstairsandputthemintothewasher.I

switchedontheTVandsearchedforamusic

channel.Ipouredmyselfanotherglassand

thatturnedinto2moreglasses,icleanedthe

restofthehousewheniwasdonewiththe

housechoresiwasfeelingallwoozythatifell

asleeponthecouch."Lilitha!Lilitha!"Some

calĺedoutformehesoundedlikehewasreally

farthenifelthimslightlysmakingme,iwoke

upandsatup,myheadfeltabitheavy,irubbed

myeyesthenlookedathim,hedidn'tlook

pleasedwithme,notevenabit."Hey"fixingup

myrobeihadwornitwheniwenttohangour

clothesonthewashingline.

Him:"awholebottleLilitha?Areyoucrazy?Ami

livingwithadrunkardnow?"Hewasscolding

meagain.hewaspissed

Me:"stopyellingatmeokay?Iamnotdeaf"i

saidthatinalowtonebutfirmly



Him:"dontgivemethat,i'mnotinthemoodfor

yourcheekiness...whatiswrongwithyou?The

doorwasn'tevenlockedhowcouldyoubeso

irresponsible?"Hewasgettingallworkedupfor

nothingitwasjustwineandihadnoenergyto

fightwithhim.

Me:"i'msorryigotcarriedaway,oneglass

turnedinto2then2into.."hecutmeshort

Him:"idontwanttoknow"hestoodupand

walkedtoourroombangingthedoormaking

flinchalittle.Iusedthetvremotetocheckthe

timeitwasafter5.Istooduptookmyglass

andabottletothekitchen,ithrewyhebottle

intothebin,puttheglassintothesink,isighted

andrememberedthatihadclothesoutside.I

unlockedandwentouttogetthem,ifolded

themonthecouch,itwasthenthatiactually

acknowledgedthatididsomethingwrongandi

hadtogoapologize,whichitwassomethingi

wasn'tgoodat.Afterfoldingmylaundryi

walkedupthestairs,sighedbeforeopeningthe



door,hewasonthebalconyhalfnaked.I

walkedovertohimandstoodnexttohimthen

hespokebeforeiutteredaword

Him:"doyouknowhowmanypeoplegetkilled

aroundhere?Notbecausetheydidsomething

wrongtosomeonebuttheywerecareless,you

knowwhatcrossedmymindwhenicamein

here,ithoughttherewasabreakin,whenisaw

youlayingonthecouch,youlookedlifelessi

panicked,gotscaredthinkingoffallthethings

theycould'vedonetoyou,wellthatwasbeforei

noticedthatyouweredrunkandthenyoutell

menottoyellatyou!"Heshookhishead

clickinghistonguehewasstillpissedbutthis

timearoundhewasspokesoftlyhewasnteven

lookigatmewhichmademefeelbad.

Me:"i'msorryidontknowwhatcameoverme,i

...."hecutmeshort

Him:"dontjustdont,stopmakingexcuses

Lilitha,justadmitthatyouwereirresponsible"



hewalkedinsideleavingmethere.Ifollowed

afterhim eventhoughihadnoenergyforallof

this,myheadwaspoundinghewasonhis

phone,isatnexttohimhewastypingsome

thingthenhestoppedandlookedatme

annoyedbymypresence

Me:"imsorry,iwaswrong,irresponsibleididn't

thinkandiwasstupid,pleaseforgiveme"

Him:"damnrightyouwerestupid"okaythatwas

harshiexpectedhimtomakefeelalessbad

like,younotstupidLilithaitwasjustanhonest

mistake.

Me:"itwonthappenagain"

Him:"yesitwont,i'mneverkeepingalocholin

thisplaceandidareyoutobuysomeusingmy

money"nowthatwasextremeandiwantedto

laughbutthetimingwasntright.Soinodded

wesatinsilenceforawhile

Me:"amiforgiven?"



Him:"no!"Withthatsaidistoodupandwalked

tothekitchentostartondinner,iwasntgoodat

pleadingandbeggingsoifhewantstosulki'll

lethimbe.Istartedondinnerwheniopenedthe

fridgetherewasasealedbottlethereiwas

temptedtotakeitoutbutidecidedagainstit,i

wantedtogetridofmyheadachejusttochilla

bit.Aftercookingidishedupforhim,put

everythingonatraythenwentup,hewaslaying

onhisbackfacingtheceilingwithhiseyes

closed."Melisizwe!'Heopenedhiseyesandsat

upstraightihandedhimhisbuthetoldmeto

putitonthebedsideididastoldiwasaboutto

walkoutwhencalledmeovertohim.Istoodin

frontofhimbuthepulledmetohislapmaking

mestraddlehim.

Him:"ipromisedourparentsthati'dprotectyou,

provideyouwithanythingyouneedandlove

you.Ijustneedyoutomeetmehalfway,letme

dothat.Icanthaveyoubeingrecklessokay,yes

theremaybeguardsaroundherebuttheycan't



betrustedeitherandyoudrinkinglikethati

don'tlikeit.inowregretmakingyoutastewine,

itwassupposetobesomethingtohavefun

drinkingnotgulpingthewholebottleinago

alone.idontwantadrunkardofawife...justlet

meloveyouandprotectyouokay"inodded

Me:"iamsorryandno-morewineforme,i

promise"henoddednearingmyface.the

rewardsofbeingrecklessweregreatnotthe

scoldingthough.
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Thefollowingmorningiwokeandpreparedfor

theday,ikeptsquealinginexcitement.Iwasall

smilesandiwasinhighspirits,hubbydidme

sogoodlastnight.Igotdressinapairofnavy

jeans,ablackanklebootwithablockheel,

loosefittingvestandabikerjacketandroughed

upmyafro.Ipackedmybag,hubbywasalso

preparingforworkafterbreakfastigotintomy

caranddrovetoschool.Whenigottherei



foundaspottoparkmycarandwaitedinside

asiwasstillearly,ireadaboutitsfeaturesand

admireditbutihadtocomebacktoreality

whichisstudying.Itookoutmybagandwalked

tothevenueaftermakingsureitwaslocked

andparkedthecorrectwaysincemyparking

suckedabit.IgotinsideandsatnexttoPenny

whowasbusyonherphonesheandigrew

closerbutnotbffclosebutweweregetting

thereithink,shewassogenuine,outspoken

andcrazy

Me:"heygirl"shelookedupatme

Penny:"hifriend...youlooklikesomeonewho

gotitalllastnight"igiggled"whatamitalking

ofcourseyougoitalllikeeveryotherday"i

laughed

Me:"youcrazy"

Penny:"amilying?"

Me:"ofcourseyouare"isaidthatfacingthe

fronttryingsohardtohidemysmileasi



rememberedtheeventsofthepreviousnight.

Ourlecturercameinandgreeted,thehotone

Penny:"wellyourfacetellsmeotherwise"

Me:"focusyourmanishere"iwhisperedthat

sheblushedlikecrazyshehadaseriouscrush

ontheguy.Thelessonproceededandsoonit

endedwehadalittlebreakbeforeournext

classsowewalkedoutofschoolcrossedthe

streettosomesmallrestaurantwebought

sandwichesandateinthereoveralight

conversationwhenweleftispottedafamiliar

faceasiwalkedclosertotheperson.

"Busisiwe!"Shesaidasshewalkedclosertome,

itwasoneofmycompetitorsatschoolfrom

backhome,weweren'tenemiesbutweren't

closereitheritwasahiandbyesituationsoi

wassurprisedwhenshepulledmeintoahug

"Amandahi"

Amanda:"ohmywordyouaresobeautiful

Joburgmustbetreatingyouwell,ididn'teven



knowyouwerehere"shesaidthatrunningher

eyesupanddownonme.

Me:"thanksyou'rebeautifultoo"

Amanda:"ohmyisthataweddingring,areyou

marriedwhoistheluckyguy?shesaidthat

takingmyhandintoherswaitingformeto

answerbutiwasn'tabouttodothatandher

beingforwardlikethatmademeuncomfortable

andPennysavedmebyclearingherthroat.

Me:"sorrychomi,thisisAmandamyformer

schoolmate.AmandathisisPenelopemy

friend"

Penny:"niceknowingyou"thensheturnedtome

"wegoingtobelateforclassifwespend

anothersecondhere"shesaidthatgently

pullingmyhandfromAmanda,myfriend

though.

Amanda:"beforeyougocanihaveyournumber,

itsgoodtoknowihavemyhomegirlaround

here"shesaidthathandingmeherphone,i



typeditthenhandedittoherwewalkedaway.

Penny:"she'sforwardidon'tlikeher"

Me:"tellmeaboutit"

Penny:"ohmyisthataweddingring,areyou

marriedwhoistheluckyguy?"shemimicked

herannoyedichuckled

Me:"thanksforsavingme,iwasn'treadyto

answerherquestions"

Penny:"somepeoplejustdon'tunderstandthe

termboundariesyoucan'tbeaskingpeople

abouttheirpersonallifelikethat."

Me:"andshedoesn'tknowmelikethat"we

walkedtoourclassstilltalkingabouther.After

classipulledPennytotheparkinglot

Penny:"whatarewedoinghere,yourhubby

picksyouupbytheentrance"

Me:"wellhewon'tbepickingmebythe

entranceanymore,i'llbedrivingmyselfhome

fromnowon"



Penny:"hegaveyouhissexyMerc?"

Me:"hewouldnever,notinamillionyearshe

justboughtmemine"isaidthatunlockingit

Penny:"youluckybitchnoscratchthatyou

blessedbitch,doeshehaveabrother?"Wegot

insideiwasgiggling"ohmywordthisistodie

for,likesomepeopleareluckyyeses"idrove

outtotheexit.Shecouldn'tkeephermouth

shut.IdroveustoCaltornCenteritwascloser

soicouldreturnhertores,weboughtsome

foodandatethenwewenttoclicksstorefor

hertoiletriesithendroveherbacktoresthen

drovehome.Igotintocomfortableclothesand

walkeddownstairsMelisizwewasn'tbackyetit

wasjustafter3pmsoidecidedtostudyasitis

veryhardtodosowithhimaround,likeheis

alwaystemptingmewalkingaroundshirtless

knowingverywellthati'lldroolbuthe'dletme

study.Igotcarriedawaywithmystudieswheni

checkedthetimeitwasafter8pmandthere

wasnosignofmyhusband.Itookmyphoneto



callhimbutiheardhimspeakingoutsideand

thattimeihadn'tcookedinoticedhistext

informingmehewillbehomelateron,i

probablyignoreditwhenitbeepedsohadno

groundsofbeingmadatme.Heunlockedthe

doorhewasonhisphone.Helockedthedoor

andcontinuedwithhiscallallalongiwas

watchinghimhefinallyhungup."Heybabe"he

peckedmylips"hi"hepeckedthemagain

pullingmeintohisarms"howismygorgeous

wife"iblushed

Me:"she'sawesomeandhowismysmokinghot

husband"iswearisawhimblush

Him:"i'mstarvinganditseemslikei'llbehaving

takeawaysright?"Inoddedgigglingabit

Me:"itotallyforgot,i'msorry"

Him:"youmeanyouforgotthatyouhavea

husbandwhowillcomehomestarvingouch!i'm

sohurtrightnow"igiggled

Me:"blameitonmybooks"



Him:"it'sfine,sowhatarewegoingtoeat?"

Me:"idon'tknowseafood?"

Him:"letsgothen,ohbythewayi'mleavingfor

CapeTownnextweekfor2weeks"

Me:"whatfor?"iaskedaswewalkedout

Him:"workshopattheotherbranch"inodded

thatjustdroppedmymoodtoa0.0.Imeanwe

haven'tbeenseparatedeversincewegot

togethericouldsayiwasattachedtohim.He

droveoutofthecomplex

Him:"willyoubeokayonyourown,icouldget

mymomtocomestaywithyou"

Me:"iwillbefineandihavetestweekanyways"

ijustconsoledmyselfgivinghimafaintsmile.

Wedroveinsilence,mywholeeveningwas

ruined.

Theweekendedasdayswereapproachingfor

himtoleaveibecamemoresad.Ican'tbelievei



didn'twanthimtoleavewhenididn'twantto

getmarriedtotheguy,iwasactuallygivenno

choicebuthereweareiwasheadoverhealsin

lovewithhimandiwascompletelydevotedto

him.Iwashisandicouldsayhewasmine.

Him:"comeondon'tbesad,i'llbebackbefore

youknowit"wewereattheairportbythen,his

colleagueswerewaitingforhim.

Me:"icanthelpmyself"hepulledmetohis

embraceastheyannouncedhisflight

Him:"takecareofyourselfokayiloveyou"he

peckedmylipsthenmyforehead

Me:"iloveyoutoo"

Him:"i'llmakesuretocallyoueverydayokay?"I

noddedhepeckedmeonelasttimethenheleft.

Iwalkedawaythinkingaboutthelongesttwo

weeksofmylife.Idrovehome.Testweek

ended,Amandahadcalledrequestingtomeet

butibrushedherofftellingherthatiwasbusy

withmytestswhichwasn'talieandpromised



tocallherwheni'mfreebutwecouldn'tbe

friendsbecauseweinthesamecity.

AfterourlasttestiwenttoClearwatermall

withPennytocatchamovieitwasaFriday,we

spendtherestofthedayatthemallshopping,

Pennywasoneofthosewellofkidsnotrichbut

shehadeverythingsheneededandmostthat

shewanted.iboughtmyselfsomeclothes

usingmymonthlyallowancefrommybabe.

Afteralongdayjusthavingfunwithmyfriendi

droveherbacktoresthenhomeitwasjust

after6whenireachedhome,iwaswarnednot

todriveatnight.Myfeetweresorefromallthe

strollingwedidwhenshopping.Ihadlongbath

thenchangedintomypyjamasthenstuffed

myselfwithjunkonthecouchwatchingtvwith

minimalvolume.Aknowcamethroughmydoor.

Iwasstartledabitthenwaitedforitagainthen

thepersonknockedagain."Whoisit?"Tryingso

hardnottosoundscaredbutitwentsilentsoi

continuedwithtv.Afterawhileanotherknock



camethrough"Lilyit'smeEmily"itwasour

whiteneighbourihadmetherafewtimessoi

quicklystoodupiwenttothedooriunlockedit

leavingthegatelockedtherewasababyina

babycarrieratourdoorstepanditsbagnextto

it.

Me:"ididn'tknowyouhadababy"

Emily:"noshe'snotmine,ijustgotbackandi

sawheronyourdoorstep"

Me:"what?"Thebabywaspeacefullysleeping

Emily:"that'swhyiknockedifiguredyouhadno

ideaitwashere,isyourhusbandhome?"

Me:"noheisn'tiwonderwholeftherhere"my

mindwasnowdriftingelsewhere,theni

noticedanoteontopofher.Iunlockedthegate

andtookitEmilywasstilldumbstruck."FOR

MELISIZWEJONATHAN"nononothiscan'tbe

hisifeltmyinsidesturnasireadthroughthe

notewiththebaby'snamestatingthatitwas

myhusband'schildijustlostit.
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Thingswerebacktonormalwellournormalmy

winesagawasforgottenwellnotreallybecause

hegavetheremainingbottlestotheguardsat

theentrance.Melisizwemadesurethatihad

everythingthatineededandthatmylifequite

easy.Hehelpedwherehecouldwasatotal

sweetheart.Acoupleofweekslateriwentfor

mytestandpassed,iwashappythatmeant

usingmyfreetimeforsomethingelse.This

otherdayourclasswascancelledinsteadof

goingtothelibraryiwenthomeiwassolazyto

doanythinganditwascoldandraining.Wheni

gotoffthetaxiiwalkedtheshortdistanceto

ourplacewhenigotthere,thereweretwocars

parkedinourparkingspacehubby'sandaroyal

blue118iBMWbutipaidnomindtoitthinking

itbelongstoourneighbour.Iunlockedthedoor

usingmyownkeythengotinside,iwas

welcomedbyagiftbasketonthekitchen

counter,icheckeditoutitwaspackedwith



goodiesincludingabottleofredwine,i

chuckled.Iwalkedupstairsandfoundhim

sleeping,ichangedintomysleepwearijoined

himinbedbuthewokeup"mynunus,whyare

youhomethisearly"heaskedthatgently

pullingmetohimandhisdeepvoicemademe

wanttodothingstohim.Hepeckedmylips

Me:"classcancelledandyou"

Him:"iplannedonpickingyouupfromschool

andthenhaveyoutakemeforarideinyour

newcar"ourlipslockedbutibrokethekiss

becauseionlymadesenseofwhathesaid

whenhislipswereonmine

Me:"mynewcar?"

Him:"yesiboughtyouacar,theoneparked

behindmine"thewayhewassocasualaboutit

ididn'tbelievehim.Hecontinuedtokissme

gettinginbetweenmylegswhichipartedlike

nobody'sbusinessicravedhim.Hetookoffmy

pyjamasthenhesuckedonmyneckwhich



instantlymademewanthimmorethenbackto

mylipscaressingandsqueezingmyfirm

breastswithonehandandtheotheronmy

thighsamoanescapedmylipsthenheplanted

wetkissesdownmynecktomybreaststhe

suckingmynipplewhichsenttinglesonmy

palacemakingitfloodbuthestoppedandgot

offmewhichwasatotalbummeriwasso

readyforhim,totakeinallofhim.Ibreathed

disappointed,hewassuchatease

Him:"nothankyounothing?"

Me:"areyouserious?"Hestoodup,hewasin

greysweatpantsandawhitet-shirtwithsocks

onhisfeet

Him:"amithatmuchofaclown?"Thinking

aboutitheneverjokesaboutthestuffhebuys

me.Asmilecurvedonmylips,likewasireally

havingmyowncar?

Me:"wowsoi'llbedrivingmyowncar?"He

noddedsmilingiquicklysatup"wowidon't



knowwhattosay....thankslikeabighuge

enormousthanks,thankyoumylove"isaid

thatstandingupthrowingmyselfintohischest

forahugdamndadcancertainlychoosea

husbandithoughttomyselfstillinhisembrace.

Hebrokeitbutileanedforakiss.Hebrokeit

again"getdressedyoutakingmeforaride"i

wenttothebathroomandcleanedmyselfup

thenhisclosetandlookedforhisotherpairof

sweatpantsifoundblackonesandawhitet-

shirtwithhisblackhoodieandmysneakers

Him:"whatareyoudoingwithmyclothes?"he

askedthatfixinguphiswhitesneakers

Me:"whatdoesitlooklike?"Iaskedgetting

dressed

Him:"thewayyousodisrespectful,ineedto

disciplineyou"hesaidthelastpartoftheina

seductivewayaniknewexactlywhathemeant

igiggledatthethoughtofhis

punishment."comeletsgo"hesaidthattaking



hisphone,walletandmykeys.Ileanedonhis

shoulderholdinghishandthenwhispered"you

knowiwouldn'tmindbeingdisciplinedright

now"helaughedshakinghisheadaswewalked

out.Liketheweatherwasgettingtome,ijust

wantedtofeelmyhusbandbutitseemedlikei

wasn'tgoingtogetany.Iadmiredmycarashe

lockedourplace,itwasreallysexyhethrewthe

keyatmeandicaughtitthenunlockedweboth

gotinside.Theinteriorwasawesome,the

leatherseatsjustdrovemecrazy.Ibuckledup

afteradjustingmyseatandhavingagreatlook

atmymirrorthenstartedmyengine.Allthis

timehewaswatchingmewithasmileonhis

face"whyareyousmilinglikethat?"Iaskedas

islowlyreversed"seeingyouthishappymakes

mesmile"iblushedalittlethendroveout."you

makehappyandthankyouforthat"Iwasextra

carefulontheroadandmybabycruisingon

thefreewayheenteredlocationco-ordinates

toRivoniaifollowedthemthenwewenttothis



Italianrestaurantandwehadlatelunchthere

andboughtpizzafordinner.Afterthatwedrive

backhomelisteningtotheradio.Iparked

behindhiscar,isquealedinexcitementholding

thesteeringwheelhechuckled."isweardad

certainlyhasachoicewhenitcomesto

choosinghusbands"iexclaimedaswegot

insideourapartmentplacingtheboxofpizza

onthecounterhelaughed"thenisweardad

certainlyhasachoicewhenitcomesto

choosingwives"hesaidthatmimickingmewe

bothlaughed.Hetookthebasketafterlocking

upwesatonthecouchhetookoutthewine

thenhechuckled"wantsome"heasked

archinghislefteyebrowiswearthisguywas

gettinghandsomeeachdaybutihadtoburst

hisbubblealittle"nothanks"iswallowedsaliva,

ijustwantedaglasshelaughed

Him:"lieslieslies"hesaidthatsmirkingheput

itaside"justadmitthatyou'ddoanythingjust

foraglass"igiggledthebaskethadbiltong,



lindtchocolates,nutsfromwoollies,driedfruit,

atuboffrozenyogurtwhichwasno-longer

frozen,packetofchipsandwafers.Itcamewith

thecar

Me:"noyoucankeepyourwineijusthavedried

fruit"helaughedthenstooduphecameback

withtwowineglasses,heopeneditthenpoured

forthetwoofusthenhandedmemine.It's

smelldidwonderstome.

Him:"againforfunandimeanit"inodded

beforetakingasip.Wehadwinewithbiltong

onlytwoglassesthough.Afterthesecondglass

hestoodup"disciplinarytime"hehadasmugi

giggledandstoodupashegentlypulledmeup

thenscoopingmeup.

[01/18,21:41]Ron:Insert15

“Iknowthiswassupposedtobefun,ano

stringsattachedtypethingbutIfelldeeplyin

lovewithyou,Ididn’tplanonlovingyoulikeIdo

butdoyoublameme.Youhavealwaysbeena



gentlemanandthewayyoutreatedmemadeit

hardformenottofallforyouandforthe

longesttimeyouweremorethanashagbuddy

formebutyoudidn’tknowyoumademefeel

likeIwasyoureverythingyetIwasn’t,Iknew

youdidn’tlovemeandyoucouldneverloveme.

WhenyoutoldmeyouweregettingmarriedI

wasshatteredbecauseIhadforgottenthatyou

werenevermineandseeingherpicturefrom

yourphonemadeitworse.Afewweeksafter

wepartedIfoundoutthatIwaspregnant,I

couldn’tbringmyselftotellyou,Itoldmyself

thatIwilllookaftermybabywithoutyouand

yourhelpbutIrecentlydiscoveredthatIcant.I

can’tevenloveherbecauseofallthepainIam

feelingrightnow.I’mnohomewrecker,Iamnot

doingthistocomebetweenyouandyourwife

butIwantmybabytogrewupinastablehome

andIcan’tgiveherthateachtimeIlookatherI

amremindedofourtimestogether,theloveI

haveforyouandthatbitterfactthatIcan’thave



you.Idon’tthinkIamemotionallyfittoraiseher

andyouwouldagreethatIamdefinitelyno

motherfigure.Ihopeyourwifewelcomesher

andloveherlikeshe’sherownchild.Please

takecareofmybabyIamleavingthecountry,I

gotthejobofmydreamsandmebeingaway

willworkinyourfavourbecauseIdon’tknow

whatImightdoifIstay.Pleasedon’ttrytofind

me.HernameisLesegoJonathan,her

documentsareinherbag.Iamsorryfordoing

thistoyoupleasetrytounderstand.”

Ireadthenoteoverandoveragaintryingto

makesenseofit,Ididn’tsignupforthishaving

athirdpersonintoourunionwasneverpartof

thedealorplan.Ican’tbeamothertosomeone

else’schildletaloneababy.Emilyspoke.“Is

everythingokay?Whosebabyisit?”Ijustflew

outwiththenoteinmyhandstothesecurity

guardsIhadtofindoutwholeftthebabyhere

andtrytogettheirnumbersinceeveryonewho

doesn’tlivetherehadtosigninbeforetheylet



theminafterthepermissionhasbeengranted

bythepersontheyvisiting.“Excuseme”they

wereintheirsmallofficebythegate

Security:“yesmam”hepeekedthroughthe

window

Me:“didyousigninanyonewhowasgoingto

apartment13about5minutesagain?”

Security:“nomamwehaven’tsignedinanyone

sinceourshiftbegan”

Me:“areyousure”

Security:“yesmam,theonlypeoplethatcame

inherehadremotecontrols,didyoulose

something?”soshehadaccesstothecomplex

meaningshecouldcancomeasshepleasesin

ourplace.

Me:“uhmnothanks”Isaidthatwalkingbackto

ourplacethinkingwhocouldjustabandontheir

childlikethat.Emilywasstillbythedoorwith

thechild.Itookthebagandthebabyinsideshe



followed

Her:“and?”Iclearedmythroatbefore

answeringher

Me:“shebelongstomyhusband’ssister,she’s

heavyondrugsshekeepsdoingcrazystuff”I

liedIhadtoprotectmyhusbandhisreputation.

Whathappensinourhomeisourbusinessright?

Her:“ohmyGodLilyatleastshedidwhatwas

bestforherbaby”

Me:“yeaumhthanksforlettingmeknow”Iwas

gettingridofherandshegotthehint

Her:“willyoubeokaythough,ImeanIcanstay

ifyouwantmeto”shesaidthatwalkingtothe

door

Me:“I’llbefinebutthanks”shenoddedand

walkedoutIlockedaftersheleftItookmy

phoneanddialledhubbydearest’snumberbutit

sentmestraighttovoicemail,Itriedoverand

overagainbutnothingIcalledhishotelroom



andstillnothingthenIlostallmycool“after

makingmorebabiesovertherecallme”Isent

thetextwithoutthinkingtwice.AsIwasseated

onthecouchIwasslowlygettingangry,Icould

feelmybloodboilingIwasnevertoldabout

kids,kidsthatIhadtotakecareoff.AsIwas

startingtogetcomfortablewiththissetupandI

getthisbutitwastoogoodtobetrueforhimto

lovemeeffortlesslylikethat,himbeingpatient

withme.IfelttearsthreateningmyeyesIwiped

themoffbuttheykeptgushingout.Yeswe

didn’tknoweachotherbuthecould’vedonethe

mostsensiblethingandprotecthimself

actuallythebothofusbecauseheknewthathe

wasgettingmarriedtosomeoneelse.Iwas

supposedtocarryhisfirstchildnotsome

heartlesswoman.Iwalkedtothefridgetoget

somewaterbutIfoundwine,Iquicklytookit

andpouredittoaglassbutitwasthelastglass

Ineededtocalmmyselfandaglasswilldo.I

gulpedindownthentriedcallingMelisizwestill



nothing.IsatonthecouchIwasslowlycalming

down.IhadnoideaofhowIwasgoingtodeal

withthis.

Iheardbabysounds,peekedintothecarrierand

shewaswakingup,Icouldtellingthatshewas

barelyamonthold.Iletherbeforafew

secondsbutshecriedandyouknowwhatbaby

criesdoestoaperson,itjusttearsyourheart

aparteveniftheynottheirs.Idebatedwith

myselfwhethertotakeherorletherbebutI

tookherinmyarms,andtriedtocalmherdown

andshedidinawayshesoothedmyheartandI

hadalwayshadathingfornewbornbabies.

Shelookedsoinnocent,sopinkandtiny.Isat

downwithher,Ihadtolookafterhermy

husband’sbaggagewasmineright?Shestarted

cryingagainItookherbagandlookedthrough

it,Ifoundheralreadymadebottleshesucked

onitvigorously,IwaswatchingherallalongI

couldn’tunderstandwhyhermomchooseto

abandonherallinthenameoflove,shewas



selfish.Whycouldn’tsheloveherbecauseI

wasfallinginlovewithherjustbywatchingher

andIdidn’tcarryherforninemonths?She

slowlyfellasleep,Igentlyputherbackintoher

carrier.Isighedandsearchedthroughherbag

shehadafewdiapers,hermilkandanother

bottle,flaskwithwarmwater,changingclothes,

towel,clinicbabycardandherbirthcertificate

justthevitalstuffababyuses.JustasIthought

shewas2weeks,howcruelisthat.Itookher

upstairsandplacedherinourbed,Icouldn’t

believeIwasdoingthis,takingcareofanother

woman’schildlikeitwasmyown.Iwentback

tocleartheplace,switchofthelightsandTV.I

walkedbackupstairswithherbagandmy

phone,Itookherotherbottle,milkandflask

andputthemonthebedside.Igotbesideher,I

kepttossingandturningtryingnotwakeherup.

IendedupcryingIfeltbetrayedinwaylike

somethingwastakenawayfromme,didlove

reallyhurtlikethiswasthismymarriageandI



hadtoputupwithitbecauseawifedoesn’tup

andgobutworksonhermarriage.That’swhat

theytaughtme,dowhateverittakestokeep

yourhomeintactbecausegoingbackhome

wouldbeanembarrassmentIcriedmyselfto

sleep.Ieventuallyfellasleepbutthatwasshort

livedbecausemyphonerang,itwasMelisizwe.

Iansweredsittingup.

Him:“babe?”

Me:“mmm”

Him:“didIwakeyouup”

Me:“whatdoyouthink?”Isaidthatwithan

attitudehehuffedandIdidn’tcare

Him:“whyareyoubeingrude?”

Me:“youbettergetyourassbackhere,Iwon’t

belookingafteryourbabies”saidthatinafirm

tonebutsoftlyIwasn’tfightinghimandI

plannedtodonosuch.

Him:“babieswhatareyoutalkingabout”



Me:“gofigure”thenIhungupbuthecalled

again

Him:“whendidyoubecomedisrespectful?”

Me:“whenIfoundyourabandonbabyatour

doorstepMelisizwe,whenyourbabymama

chosetoleaveherchildoutsideourhome”I

hungupbeforehespokebuthecalledagain

Him:“Lilithawhatareyoutalkingabout?”

Me:“whywasyourphoneoff?Wereyoumaking

morebabiessothatIcantakecareofthem?”

hehuffedagainhewasgettingfrustratedwith

him

Him:“Lilithapleasejusttellmewhatisgoingon,

Iambeggingyou”Lesegomadesoundsagain

andyesshewaswakingupandcried.“Whatis

happeningLilitha?Isthatababy?”

Me:“oneoffyourloverschosetoditchherchild

actuallyyourchildatourdoor…yougotthat

right?”Iwassoannoyed,themoreIspoketo



himthemoreIgotangryandhurt

Him:“achild,Idon’thaveachild”

Me:“wellyoudoandIsuggestyoucomeback

foryourbastard”withthatsaidIhungupand

thentookherintomyarmsbutshedidn’tbudge.

Iplaceheronthebedandchangedhernappy

andshestoppedcrying,Igaveherbottlesoshe

couldsleep.Iguesslookingaftermycousins

babiescameinhandyandwasallthepracticeI

needed.Sheendedupfallingasleepafteran

hourofbeingupstaringatmewithhersmall

eyes.Andmyphonecouldn’tstopringingbuthe

eventuallygaveupandIfellasleep.Shewoke

upat4againIfedheragainandshestayedup

until7am,thiswastotallyhardIneededmy

sleepmorethananythingandherconstantly

wakingupwasn’tdoingmeanyjustice.Ihad

plannedonmeetingupwithPennysoIsenther

amessagetellingherIcouldn’tbecauseIwas

sick,shewantedtocomeoverbutIbrushedher

offconvincingherthatI’llbefine.Aftertakinga



showerIgotdressedinmyjeggingsand

knitwearjerseyasitwascold.Iwentdown

stairstomakemyselfsomethingtoeatleaving

thedooropensoIcouldhearherwhenshe

wakesup.Seatedonthecouchtryingtodown

mycereal,IwasforcingmyselftoeatsinceI

washungrybutIhadthishugelumponmy

throatingblockingitaknockcamethrough,

somehowIhopeditwasthemotherthatshe

changedhermindaboutherbabybutno,itwas

oneoftheguardswithadelivery,theyhadthis

hugeboxsoIopenedforthenaftersigningfor

it.Iopeneditagainanothernotwasinit.“I

figuredshe’sgoingtoneedthese”Ichuckledat

herdetermination.Ithadababybathtub,her

clothesbottlesallthingsbabyevenhermonitor.

Allofherclothesfromearthchildandnattjie

thatmeantshewaswelloffshedidn’tneedmy

husband’shelpinraisingherkid.Sheabandon

herforherownselfishreasons.Iputherstuffin

thesparebedroom.



ShewokeuplateronImademybedwhilst

carryingherononehand.AfterfeedingherI

bathedherandshefellasleepjustlikethat.

AfterawhileIheardthedoorunlockingIwas

onthecouchwatchingTVactuallyitwas

watchingmeIstooduptoseewhowasgoing

towalkin.Lesegowasfastasleeponher

carriernexttomenotawareofwhatwas

happeningaroundhernotknowhowher

presencewastearingmeaparteventhoughI

tookcareofherbutstill.Melisizwewalkedin,I

didn’texpecthimtocomebackforthiseven

thoughIorderedhimtodosohelookedso

yummyImissedhimanyotherdayIwould’ve

jumpedathim.HewalkedovertowhereIwas

standing,thenhepulledintohisarmsandIlet

himapartofhimtoldmeotherwise.Ifeltso

safeinhisarms,Iwashomeanditfeltlike

everythingwasgoingtobeokayforasecond.I

quicklypulledawayfromhimandmovedaway

fromhim,Icouldn’tletmyemotionsplaywith



melikethat.

Him:“babeplease”Ishookmyheadmoving

furtherawayfromhim

Him:“please,Iamascluelessaboutthisasyou

are.Pleasedon’tpushmeawayfromyou”

Me:“meetyourdaughtertheresheis,shehas

youreyes”ashelookedovertohertearsjust

gushedout,ithurtIknowshewasconceived

beforewegotmarriedbutheknewhewas

gettingmarried.HecameclosertomebutI

movedback.“Lilithaplease”

Me:“hernameisLesegoJonathan,yourfirst

bornchildifsheisIdon’tknowmaybeyouhave

otherkidssomewhere”Isaidthatwipingmy

eyes“howmanyarethey?Ineedtoknow”he

movedclosertomeagaintryingtoholdmebut

Imovedbackagain“babedon’tbelikethat,I

promiseyouIknewnothingaboutherandnoI

don’thavekids”Iwipedmyfaceagainmytears

wherepouringout“howwouldyoureactifyou



foundoutIhadaninfant?”hekeptquiet“then

I’llbehoweverIwanttobe”

Him:“I’msorrybabe…”Itookoutthenoteand

lefthim.Igotinsideourroomandlockedthe

door.Icurledmyselfinbedandcried.

[01/19,11:29]Ron:Insert16

Iheardababycryingfromafarthenirecalled

therewasoneinmyhome.Iwokeupand

quicklyrusheddownstairs.Shewashysterical

andMelisizwelookedlikehehadnoideaof

whattodo,hewaspacingupanddownwithher

tryingtocalmherdown.Iquicklytookherfrom

him."Whenlastdidyougiveherabottle"i

askedgentlyrubbingherbackcalmingher"she

doesn'twantit"hisvoicewastremblingwashe

crying?Ipaidnomindtohimandcheckedher

nappythemomentitookitoffshestopped

cryingshewasreallywet,"pleasepassmeher

bag"andhedidichangedhernappythenwiped

hertearsusingmythumbibroughthercloser



tomychestsoshecouldfurthercalmeddown

sheevenhadhiccups.Aftercalmingherdowni

fedher,shesuckedhermilkandsheeventually

fellasleep."you'regoodwithher,thankyou"i

juststrungmyshoulders.iwalkedupstairswith

hersoshecouldsleepcomfortably.Iputheron

thebedandsatbesideher.Youcouldtellbyher

breathingpatternthatshehadbeencryingand

hercheekswereallpink.Iwatchedherthinking

aboutthewholesituation,shewasinnocentin

allofthis,shedidn'tasktobebornortocome

toourhome.She'stheonewhosebeingtossed

aroundlikeahotpotato.Maybeiwentthe

wrongwayallaboutthis."I'lllearntoloveyou

likeyou'remineipromiseforknowjustaccept

thelittleloveihaveforyou"isaidthatplaying

withhertinyfingers.Iwatchedhersleepingshe

wasacutebaby,soadorableafterawhilei

decidedtofacemyhusbandafterwashingmy

faceandapplyingfacecreamitookherbottle

withtomakeafreshone.Hisfacewasburiedin



hishands,iwalkedtothekitchenareaand

boiledsomewaterwhilstwaitinghewalked

overtome"iamsorry"hepulledmetohis

embrace

Me:"noi'msorry"

Him:"i'msosorry"

Me:"i'msorryforbeingsoharsh,ifelt

overwhelmedbyalltheseemotions,icouldn't

controlmyself,imeanyouknewnothing"

Him:"iunderstand,anyonewould'vereactedthe

wayyoudid"

Me:"butstill"hepulledmetothecouchandisat

nexttohim

Him:"iunderstandyou'rehurting,shockedand

angrybutthatdoesn'tmeanyoushouldlashout

onme,beingdisrespectfullikethat,thatis

somethingiwon'tputupwith"

Me:"iknowamsorry"henodded

Him:"youreallygoodwithher,thanksforearlier"



Me:"itsfine...youcalledhermom?"

Him:"yeaitgoesstraighttovoicemailandihad

Lungacheckherplaceshe'sgone"inodded

thenwesatinsilenceawkwardlyuntilhespoke

Him:"whathappenedhere?Imeanyoujust

foundheroutside?"Itoldhimwhathad

happenedheapologizedagainsodidi.

Me:"soshehasaccesstothisplace?"

Him:"justfortheentrance"inodded

Me:"didyouloveher?Ratherdoyouloveher?"I

justhadtoask,idon'tknowwhatwasgoingon

withmebutikindoffeltsmall

Him:"andhowdidweendupwithinsecurities?"

Me:"doyoublamemethoughimeanshegave

youachild"

Him:"havingachildwithherdoesn'tmeanilove

her.Ineverlovedher,frommysideshewasjust

asexualpartnerthatsall."Thatmadeno

differencetomebufitookwhatiwasgiven



Me:"soareyoubacklikeback"

Him:"noi'mgoingbacktomorrowevening.ihad

tocomebackandtalktoyousinceyouwentall

dejavuonme"ichuckledabit.

Him:"whatnow?"

Me:"whatdoyoumean"

Him:"areyoutakingherin?"Ireluctantlynodded,

iwasn'tsureofwhatiwasdoing.

Me:"buti'mgoingtoneedhelp,withschoolyou

know"hehuggedmeasisaidthat

Him:"thanksbabeyoudon'tknowhowmuch

thatmeanstome"webrokethehugassome

knockeditwasEmilysoiwalkedtothedoor

whilstMelisizwewalkedupstairs.

Emily:"icametocheckuponyou,youdidn't

lookfineyesterday"shesaidasshewalked

inside

Me:"youworrytoomuchiamfine"



Emily:"icantell,soanynewsonthemother"

Me:"nopeshevanished"shenodded

Emily:"whereisshe?"

Me:"sleepingupstairswithmyhusband"

Emily:"ohtheniwon'tdisturb,lookaftermy

placei'llbebackintwomonths

Me:"willdo"

Emily:"tobeonthesafesidewhenthemother

comesbackyoushouldhaveheradoptedyou

know"shemadesensethatissomethingi

coulddo.Shewaswalkingtothedoor.

Me:"thanksEmilythatissomethingishoulddo"

ilockedthedooraftersheleft.Isighedthen

madethebottleandfilledherflaskwith

remainingwater.Afterdoingsoicookedsupper

somethingihaven'tdoneinawhilebythetimei

wasdonewithmymealMelisizwewasseated

onthecouchwithhisdaughteronhisarm,such

abeautifulsightthatmademefeelalittle



jealous.Iservedhim,weateinsilence.

[01/19,11:29]Ron:Insert17

LateroniwaslayingbesideLesego,onmy

backandonmyphonewhenMelisizwe

surfacedfromthebathroom,hewasinhis

boxersandhadjusttakenashowerandhe

lookedsodamndelicious.Herestedonmy

lowerbodywithhisheadonmytummy"you

knowsomethingi'dlovetodorightnow?"

Me:"nope"iknewexactlywhathewantedtodo

andthefeelingwasmutual

Him"this,"hishandwentdownonme"iwantyou

tofeelmeinsideofyouevenwheni'mgone"i

gaspedandgiggledabit

Me:"thenwhatareyouwaitingfor"isaidinthe

mostseductivewayever.Heplantedwetkisses

onmybellybuttonhesnuggledhiscoldhands

onmypyjamatopwhichinstantlysenttingles

tomylowerbody."Weneedababycot"isaid

ashishandswentuptomybreastscaressing



themthentakingitoff"i'llgetitbeforeileave".

Herespondedtakingmypyjamabottomsoff

followedbymyunderwear.Iletoutamoan

whenifelthistongueonmypalacesomethingi

haven'tfeltinaweek.

IwaswokenupbybabyLesegoitwas4am,

mustbehermorningtimeithoughttomyself.I

gaveherbottlecloselywatchinghereyes,i

knewnothingaboutbabiesbutiswearshe

couldseeme,afterfeedingheriburpedher

thenwestayeduptogetherforafewhoursshe

wasstretchingandmovingherfingers.She

eventuallyfellasleepialsojoinedher.Wewoke

uplateronitwasafter9,Melisizwewasn't

aroundandihadtogomakelittlemissysome

milk.Itookheremptybottleswithherinmy

armswewalkeddownstairs,daddydearestwas

dishingupbreakfast.Iputherusedbottlesin

thesinkandtookoutacleanfromthesterilizer.

Imadeherbottleandfedheracameraflashed

onus,ilookeduphewassmilinghissmile



spokevolumes.

Me:"what?"

Him:"youlookadorabletogether,mygirls"he

wasstillsmiling

Me:"thankyoudaddy"hechuckled

Him:"can'tbelieveiamafather,someone'sdad"

Me:"wellbelieveitandownit"

him:"thankyou,i'llforeverbegratefulforthis,

thanksbabe"hepeckedmylips"iloveyou"

Me:"andiloveyoumore"

Him:"iloveyoumore,mostmorer"igiggled

feelingbutterfliesinmystomachwhilerubbing

Lesego'sbackburpingher.

Me:"theniloveyoumostest"

Him:"theniloveyoumostestworse"welaughed

Me:"youcrazyneverheardofsuch"

Him:"i'mtryingtoberomantichaw"



Me:"thenyousuck!"isaidthatstickingmy

tongueathim

Him:"that'snotwhatyousaidlastnight"ashe

gavemeanaughtysmileigiggled

Me:"comehelpmebaththisbeauty"

Him:"whataboutmyfood"

Me:"microwavesandovensweremadeforsuch

situations...nowcome"

Him:"trustmeiwillcome,punintended"i

laughedwalkingaway.Afterhelpingmebath

herwehadbreakfastthentookturnsintakinga

bath,clearingupourhomeweleftforBabycity

togethercotandafewotherstuffforthe

house.Afterourlatelunchhedroveushome

theydeliveredthecotandplaceditinourroom

forconvenience.Weplacedherinitswitching

onthebabymonitorthenwewentdownstair.

Hecuddledmeupinthecouch,hisflightwasin

theveningsowehadafewhourstoourselves

beforeheleft.



Me:"haveyoutoldyourparents?"

Him:"notyet"

Me:"whatareyouwaitingfor?Youcan'texactly

hideheryouknow"

Him:"iknow,ijustneedtogainstrengthfor

doingthat"

Me:"okay"wethensatinsilencebeforehe

fiddledwithhisphone

Him:"dad?"Hegentlyremovedmefromhim

walkingtotheotherroomexchanginggreetings

withhisdadandclosingit.Istoodupand

startedchoppingmyveggieseventhoughit

wasstillearly.Hecamebackafterawhile

tellingmethathisdadisfuriouswithhimand

thathescoldedhimandstuff.

Him:"soyouhaveanyclassestomorrow?"

Me:"nope,easterbreak"henodded

Him:"thenwe'llsortoutthenannythingwheni

coneback,byFridayishouldbeback"



Me:"anditsstillaSunday"isaidthatinasad

way,hepulledmeclosertohimwithmyarms

aroundhisneckandhusonmywaist

Him:"comeonnowdon'tbesad,i'llbeback

beforeyouknowit"

Me:"doyouhavetogo?"

Him:"unfortunatelyyes,imfacilitatingthis

week"inoddedhislipstouched"iknowi'm

totallymissable"ilaughed

Me:"fullofourselvesarentwe?"

Him:"butitsthetruth"

Me:"yeatotally...letmecheckonmypots"

Him:"notsofast"wekissed,yeswekissallthe

timebutitwasdifferent,itcarriedloadsof

emotions,loveandreassurance

Justasiwasabouttodishupaknockcame

through,heopenedupitwasLunga."Madam

Jonathanhowareyou?"Hesaidwalkingin



Me:"i'mokayandyou"

Him:"topsmadam"theywalkedtothesitting

room.Idishedupforallthreeofusandserved

themandleftmineintheoven.Ihadtoattend

tomybaby,yesmineshewaswideawake.We

bidfarewelltoMelisizwewhichwashardagain.

Lungawastakinghimtotheairport,afterthey

leftitwasmeandmybabywesatonthecouch

watchingtv.

Thefollowingdayididthesame,bathingwhilst

Lesegoissleepingandcleaningthehouse

beforeshewakesup.imadetheroomwarmbg

switchingontheheater,afterbathingheri

dressedupniceandwarmlyinherpinkandgrey

outfitandabinnie,itwasrainingandcold

outsideandshewasabitrestless.Aknock

camethroughourdoorwhilstrockingher,it

lookedlikeshewasn'tplanningonsleeping.I

walkedtothedoorwthherandtomysurpriseit

wasmymotherinlawwithherbags.



Me:"mama?"

Her:"openup,imgettingwet"ifiddledwiththe

gatethenfinallyopenedforher,andmadewag

forhertogetin.Ilockedafterthat,mybiggest

worrywasthati'minappropriateclothingin

frontifher,myhusbandssweatpantsandhis

hoodieandwithmyheaduncovered.Iturnedto

hershewassmiling.

Her:"howareyousisi?"

Me:"iamverywellmaandhowareyou?

Her:"neverbeenbetter"

Me:"howdidyougetinatthegate?"

Her:"theycalledyourhusband"inodded"letme

seeher"igentlygaveherthebaby,shewas

nowsleeping.Theniwalkedtothestaircase,i

wantedtochange.Shewalkedtothecouch

Her:"don'tchangeonmyaccount,idon'thavea

problemwiththatbutnotbackhomeokay?"I

likedher.iturnedbacktomakehertea,she



wasbabytalkingsomethingicouldn'tdoevenif

youpaidme.Theniwonderedwhywasshe

here,didMeisizwecallherbecausehedidn't

trustmewithhisdaughter?
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Iservedherteaandmuffinsthatwehadbought

thepreviousday,puttingthemonthecoffee

table.Lesegowasupshewaswasrestlessand

demandedattention.Iwasseatedattheendof

thecouch

Mama:"shehasherdad'seyes"goonrubitin

ma,Lesegomademealittleinsecureiknow

thatwasabsurdbuticouldn'thelpmyself."oh

imsorrymychild"

Me:"it'sfinema"igaveherafaintsmile

Mama:"sohowareyou?"

Me:"i'mfineandyouma"

Mama:"notlikethat,iknowitshardfindingout

thatyourhusbandhasakidoutsideofmarriage



sohowareyou?"

Me:"i'mseriouslyfinemama"

Mama:"youknowwhenisayi'mfine,i'musually

notfinesotalktome"

Me:"honestly?"

Mama:"yeshonestly"

Me:"whenifirstfoundoutshewashisiwas

devastated,hurtandangry,ithrewafit,ilashed

outathim buti'vemadepeacewithitandalli

candoistosupporthimandbethereforhis

child.Doesherpresencethreatenme,yesit

doesbutshe'sonlyachildandshe'sinnocent.

Atleasthermomisnotafactorsotoanswer

youiamverymuchfine,okay,well"allthistime

shewaslookingatmelikeshewasanalysing

me.

Mama:"iamgladyouare,ididn'tthinkyou'dbe

somaturedaboutthis,itruelyadmireyou

Me:"thankyouma,Mel...uhmLesego'sdad



didn'ttellmeyouwerecoming"

Mama:"hedidn'tknoweither,ihadtocomesee

youandhelpyouout,iknowhowyou

youngsterscanbeirrationalsometimesbutit

seemslikeyouhaveyoureverythingunder

controlright?"Seemslikeiwaswrongthen

Me:"ithinksoma"

Mama:"youseemhappy,despitethishowishe

treatingyou?"Iblushedatthethoughtofmy

husband

Me:"iamhappyma,hisisgreat"

Mama:"taughthimwellthenandsexuallyi

meanisheanygoodinunderthesheets?"Okay

ithinkiturnedredatthatinstantwhatdidshe

reallywanttoknow?howhedidmegoodevery

night,morningoranyothertimeoftheday.

Me:"uhm shouldigetyoumoremuffins?

There'salsocakeinthefridge"isaidthat

standingupreadytowalkawayshelaughed



Mama:"i'lltakethatasayes,nowineedtorest,

idon'twantnocake..7here"itookLesegofrom

herandplacedherinherpram.Ihelpedherwith

herbagsandwewalkedupstairstotheother

roomandleftherinthere.ItookLesego

upstairsineededtocatchuponmysleepifell

asleepimmediately.

IwokeuplateronLesegocrying,thiswasajob

andhalfokay,itwasn'teasyatall.Myphone

rangwhilstfeedingherbutshewasmaking

babysounds.ItwasPenny

Her:"friendyou'dneverbelievewhoispentmy

daywith"

Me:"iwonderwho,comeonnowtellmeabout

himandhowyoumethim"

Penny:"Mrhotstuffhimself"

Me:"waitourlecturer?ProfMaritz?"Hewas

coloured

Penny:"theoneandonlymyfriend,myjacket



hashiscolognechomi"shewassoexcitedi

screamedsubconsciously

Me:"youliehowdidpullthatoff?"Mymotherin

lawbudgedin"whatshappening?"

Me:"nothingsorryma"iindicatedmyphone

thenshewalkedout

Penny:"ma?"

Me:"mymotherinlawisaroundandyouknow

whatsheaskedme?

Penny:"what?"

Me:"ifhissonisanygoodunderthesheets"she

laughed

Penny:"andwhatdidyousay"

Me:"nothing,iaskedifshewantedcakeand

shesaidmyreactionwasayes"shewasstill

laughing

Penny:"youshould'vedescribeditforheryou

know"ilaughed



Me:"iwouldnever"

Penny:"you'resuchabore"

Me:"iknowright...soyouweresaying?"

Penny:"sinceyouditchedmeSaturdaymorning

imetupwithmyguyfriendSabelofromback

homehehadlunchplanswithhisfriends,turns

outMrprofessorisoneofthefriends"

Me:"youlie,sohowdidyouenduphavinghis

cologneandspendingthedaywithhim?"I

burpedSego,thenheldherovermyshoulderso

shecouldsleep.

Penny:"welltheotherguysgotdrunksohe

offerednoheinsistedontakingmebacktores

onsome"iwouldn'tbeabletolivewithmyselfif

anythingbadhappenedtoyou"anywayswe

drovetobraamchattingthenhejustblurtedout

"iwouldn'tmindbeingyourman"iwas

dumbstruckokaybutithoughtwhynot"i

wouldn'tmindbeingyourwoman"andjustlike,

wewereareboyfriendandgirlfriend.Todaywe



wentforbreakfastandiendedupspendingthe

restofthedaywithhiminhisarmsinhis

apartmentinSandtonanditssofreaken

gorgeous."

Me:"wowiamsohappyforyou"

Penny:"notmorethaniam,likeiamsoexcited

rightnowthisissoawesome..chomi"

Me:"yes?"

Penny:"imtrustingyouwiththisinformation,

youknowstudentlecturerrelationshipsaren't

allowed"

Me:"iwon'ttellasoul,don'tworry"Segomade

babysoundsthiskidthough

Penny:"isthatababy?"

Me:"yeaitis"

Penny:"didn'tknowyouhadababy"

Me:"idon't,itsalongstoryforanotherday"

Penny:"okaysendapicturethen,loveyou"



Me:"loveyoutooandbediscreteokay?"

Penny:"bye"afterchattingwithheriput

sleepingbunnyintohercotandtookpicturesof

herbeforewalkingout.Mamawasalready

cooking.Soisatonthehighchairwithher

tellingmeaboutwhatnotandiwaschatting

withPennyonline,isentherSego'spicture.She

complimentedhernoticingtheresemblance

betweenherandmyhusband,theyhavemet

butPennyrespectedhim"yourmaniswayto

seriousformyliking,icouldneverbefreeinhis

presence"i'dlaughatherbecausehedidthat

onpurpose.Emilycalledcheckinguponme

andthebaby,itoldheriwaslookingforananny

andshesentmeafewcontactdetails.

Mama:"youknowyoushouldn'ttellyour

businesstoeveryone"

Me:"ididnosuchma"

Mama:"andthecallyoujustmade"

Me:"Emilyfoundhersoshe'sjustconcernedma



andididn'ttellheranything,iactuallyliedtoher

justtoprotectmyhusband"

Mama:"thenyoudidgood"wesatinsilence

beforehersoncalledher,idecidedtoleaveher

aloneandgotomyroom.
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Livingwithmymotherinlawwastotalbliss,

herpresencekindofmadethingseasyforme.I

drownedmyselfinmyschoolworktryingto

catchupwitheverything.Shewasverynosey

andforward,likeshelistenedtoeverycalli

madeandmadesuretoaskwhowasitalking

toandwhatdidtheywantmoreespecially

thoseofPenelope."Iwanttomeetthis

Penelopeofyours"shesaidbutithoughtshe

waskiddingbutnoshereallywantedtomeet

upwithherbutiblewheroff.Theweekquickly

ended,aFridayalreadyiwassoexcitedmy

husbandwascomingbackhome,howimissed

himyeshecalledmeeverydaybutthatmade



nodifference.Somiddayiwasinanavybody

huggingmaxidresswithmymorningshoes,

myafroroughedupmymotherinlawdidn't

quitegettheconceptofhavinguncombedhair,

shesaidiwasuntidyandunladylike.Soiwas

inthekitchendoingmyschoolwork,theywere

upstairssleeping.Thekitchendoorwasopened

butthegatelocked."Honeyi'mhome"myheart

smiledinstantly,ilookedupandtherehewas

lookingallsortsofdeliciousiwasexpecting

himlateron.Iquicklystoodupandunlocked

thegateforhimandjumpedintohisembracei

inhaledhistoxiccolognethataloneturnedme

on,howilongedtobeinhisarmsanditwas

onlyaweekwithouthim.Wehuggedforawhile

bythedoor,ikissedhislipsandthatwenton

forawhilewithhishandsaroundmywaisthe

brokeit."Nowthat'swhaticallawarm

welcome"hepeckedmylips

Him:"howismywifedoing?"Stillpeckingmy

lips



Me:"betterthanexpectedandyou"

Him:"greatnowthati'mhome"hepeckedme

againbutideepenedthekissandbrokeitafter

awhileandhewasstillholdingmecloserto

him

Him:"imissedyoutoo"

Me:"neversaidimissedyou"

Him:"actionsspeaklouderthanwordsright?"

Me:"whatever"

Him:"ididsayi'mtotallymiss-able"hesaidthat

squeezingmybutt.Mamaspokebehindus

makinghimtoquicklyletgo

Mama:"youknowyoucouldtakethebutt

squeezingintoyourroom,imeanyoudon't

wantmetoseethatespeciallywithmyhusband

milesaway"helaughedwhilstiwasso

embarrassedsheshouldn'tseeusinsucha

position.Hewalkedtohismomwhowas

carryingLesegoandhuggedherwhilstilocked



thegate.Theyexchangedgreetingswalking

overtothecouchwhilstiwenttomybooks,

markedwhereihadleftoffthenpackedthemin

mybackpack.idishedupforthethreeofus,

mamaalwaysmadelunchshewasonsome"i

won'tliveonsandwicheseveryday"andshe

didn'tmindshemadequickmealsandthey

werescrumptiousthatistoleafewofher

recipes.Iservedthemthenjoinedthemsitting

nexttomyhubbywhichiregretedwhenhekept

peckingthesideofmyheadandhisfreehand

onmybehindwithmamawatching,ithoughtit

wastoomuchiamnaturallyuptightother

thingsicertainlycannotdosoishiftedalittle

movingawayfromhim.Hewinkedatme

causingmetoblushalittlethankstomyfoodi

focusedonthat.

Mama:"stopmakingthechilduncomfortable

Melisizwe"wasthiswomanserious,like

couldn'tshepretendlikeshesawnothing.He

laughedlookingatmeilookedathimannoyed.



LaterontheywerestillchattingaboutElliotdale

andiwasout,iknewnothingaboutthat,ijust

wentonlinebecauseisatthereawkwardly.I

checkedoneveryoneiknew,whattheywereup

toyouknowthosepeoplethatfeeltheneedto

publicizetheirlivesonfacebookandthenosey

oneswhowanttoknowwhereeveryoneis,

whattheydoingwithwhoandsomeofmy

classmateswhereaskingmywhereaboutsand

Amandafelttheneedtotellthemwhereiwas.I

camebacktoearthmymamaspokeabout

leavingthefollowingday

Me:"ithoughtyouweregoingtospendanother

weekwithus"

Mama:"yhu!ngabaandinandodakalokuimiss

mymanlikeyoumissedyoursialsowannabe

heldbymyhusbandlikeyouwillbeheldandit

you'regettingittonight,iwantthesame"the

lookonherfacewaspricelessicouldn'thelp

butlaughather.



Him:"mama!"heexclaimedshakinghisheada

little

Mama:"what?didn'tyoumissher?Won'tyou

holdher?"Wewereinstitcheslikeisn'tshetoo

oldtobegettingit?Melisizwestoodupwithhis

daughterandwalkedupthestairs.Ihadno

wordsforher.

Mama:"onaseriousnotihavetogobackto

workonMonday"

Me:"iunderstandma"

Mama:"willyoubeokaythough?"

Me:"yesmaiwillbeokay"

Mama:"justknowthatyourplaceiswithyour

husbandokay,heisn'tperfectbutpleasetryto

beunderstandingandneverinyourlifemake

decisionswhilstangry.Yesyoucanspeakyour

mindbutalwaysrespectyourhusband.Iknow

you'restillyoungbutmarriageforcesyouto

maturefast.Andkeepyourfriendsawayfrom



yourhusbandokay?"Inodded"goodnightthen"

shestoodup

"Mygranddaughterwillsleepwithmetonight,

sinceyouknow"shesaidthatsmiling.Myeyes

poppedout

"andmakesureyoukeepitdownne"she

laughedwalkingaway.Shewascrazyshamei

endeduplaughingbeforeswitchingoffthe

lightsandjoiningmyhusband.
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Wakingupinmyhubby'sarmsinthemorning

wastotalbliss,iuntangledmyselffromhis

embracegotofthebedandiwenttotakea

showerthengotdressedinalazyoutfit,iwent

downstairstoprepareforeveryone.Mama

camedownalldressedup,shehadleftSegoin

herroomshesatonthehighchairafter

greeting.Shewaslookingatmeinaweirdway,

thenshespokeasiservedher

Mama:"youdon'tlooklikesomeonewhogotit



alllastnight"goshitwaswaytooearlytohave

sextalkwithher.Andyesideprivedmy

husbandoffhisrights,iwasn'tgoingtomake

lovewithhimafterwhathismomsaideven

thoughhetriedgettingmeinthemoodi'djust

thinkofhismomandthatwasatotalturnoff

forme.

Mel:"mamaplease"hespokeashewalkedover

tothecounterbeforekissingmyforeheadthen

sittingdown

Mama:"what?"

Mel:"whathappensinourbedroomisour

businessandmywifewon'tshareitwithyouor

anyoneelse"

Mama:"youaresuchabore,thepairofyou"

shehadaboredfacialexpressionon

Mel:"whattimeisyourflight?"

Mama:"at10"

Mel:"thenhurryupweneedtogetgoingin30"



weateoveralightconversation,thenthey

preparedtoleave.

Mama:"takegoodcareofmygrandchildokay?"

Inodded"mysonandyourselfokay"

Me:"iwillma"

Mama:"ifyouneedtotalkoranythingi'ma

phonecallaway"

Me:"iknowmama,haveasafetrip"wehugged

andthentheyleft.IwasleftwithSego,did

whatneededtobedonearoundthehouse,

Segowokeupafterawhilesoiattendedtoher.

Herdadcamebackjustafteribathedher,sohe

tookherandgavehermilk.Iclearedourroom

packingthestuffiwasusingaminutelatershe

wasfastasleep.Ilovedhowshewasanangel,

criedwhennecessary,shewasasweetheart.

Weputhertosleep,switchedonhermonitor

thenwewentdownstairs.isatinbetweenhis

legsgivinghimmybackwitharmssnuggled

aroundmywaistiswitchedthetvandlooked



forsomethingtowatch.

Mel:"nunus"hepeckedmythesideofmyface

Me:"mmm?"

Mel:"iwasthinking"

Me:"i'mlistening"

Mel:"nowthatmomisgone"

Me:"yea?"

Mel:"maybewecouldhaveourlittlereunion"i

giggledasheplantedkissesonmyneck

Me:"weshouldcallSofie"

Mel:"goshyouandyourrandomness!Whothe

heckisSofie?Andwhywecallingher"igiggled

athowirritatedhesounded

Me:"babysitter,sheworkedforEmily'sfamilyso

theydon'tneedher"

Mel:"why?"

Me:"theypermanentlymovingtoAustralia"



Mel:"okaywecancallher"idialedthenumber

thenihandedhimmyphonehespoketoher

andsheagreedonstartingimmediately,she

washappythatwefinallycalledbecauseEmily

saidshemustexpectacallfromus.Wehad

ourlittlereuniononthecouchforthelasttimei

thinkbecauseSofiewasmovinginwith

us.Sundaymorningwewenttochurchthenhe

droppedusathomebeforepickingup

Mam'Soffieshewasolderthanthebothofus.

Sheusedtheotherroomthatwasdownstairs.

Mondaywasbacktothebusylife,school.I

drovetoschoollisteningtomymusic,getting

stuckintraffichereandtherebutitwasn'tthat

badbecauseiwasquiteearly.Iparkedmycar

thenwalkedtomyvenueafterlockingitof

course.Whenigotinsidetherewasagroupof

guysstandingbythedoorwhomadesounds,

annoyingsounds.Iswearguysnevergrowup.I

wenttotakeaseatPennywasn'tthereyetsoni

decidedtotexther,whiletextingiinhaleda



colognebutithadnothingonmyhusband'sso

lookedupahandsomelookingguywas

standinginfrontofmeprobablymyageora

fewyearsolderhesmiledatmebutikepta

straightface.

Him:"youhaveabeautifulskin,iwouldn'tmind

runningmyfingersonit"helikedhislipsreally?

Thatissopervertedijustlookedathimblankly

thenhecomposedhimselfbeforespeaking

Him:"Zamaniismyname"

Me:"niceknowingyouZamani"ifocusedonmy

phone

Zamani:"hawbabewon'tyoutellmeyour

name?"Ilookedaroundwashetalkingtome,

likeiwasn'thisbabe"

Me:"iamnotyoubabeZamani"

Him:"sorrymiss,listeni'dliketotakeyouout

sometimehaveanicemealdrinks,youknow

driveyouaroundJoziinmyAMGconvertible,



justgettingtoknoweachotherthatsortof

thing"hewasstilllickinghislips

Me:"myhusbanddoesallofthatallthetime

youknowinhis"AMG""isaidwavingmyleft

hand,emphasizingthefactthatimnot

impressedwithhisAMGandiamcertainlynot

interested.

Him:"andyouthinkthatwillstopme?Comeon

letmedriveyoutoyourresidence"Pennycame

tomyrescuewhenshespokebehindhim

Penny:"whatdoyoumeandriveher,Lomuntu

uyakhonauzishayela,infactshedrivesherself

homeallthetimesomoveawayrichboy,trust

fundkid"heleftlookingallannoyedbyPenny's

lastwords.

Me:"thanksfriend"

Penny:"nosweat...sohowareyoumommy?"

Weexchangedgreetingthenchattedabit

beforehermancommencedwiththeclassand

damnhewassoprofessionalbuthestolea



fewglancesatmyfriendwhoactednormal.

AfterclasseswedrovetoMaboneng,sucha

chilledandcleanspot.Wehadlatelunchthere

justchattingandlaughinguntiltheSegotopic

camealongsoitoldherwhatwasup.Imean

wecan'tkeepababyasecretandshe'sbound

toknow.WhatilikedaboutPennysheknewall

aboutboundaries,shewasalwayslikeyou're

marriedandi'mnotsocertainstuffaboutyoui

can'tknowandiunderstand.Afterourmealwe

walkedtothecarandwebumpedintoZamani

butPennyblewhimoffagain."Youneedtostop

beingsonice,sometimesyougottaberudeto

thelikesofZamani'stogetthemessageacross.

Rightnowhewillthinkthatyourentertaining

himandthatwillgetyouintotroublewithMr

youandtrustmeyoudon'twantthat"myfriend

wasreallysensiblethoughididn'tthinkofit

thatway
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IdrovePennybacktoBraamthedroveback



home.WhenigotthereMelisizwewashome

layingonthecouchwatchingasportschannel,

Mam'SofiewasprobablyinherroomwithSego.

Iputmybagsonthecounterthenwalkedover

tohimandpeckedhislipshedeepenedthe

kissedbyholdingmyneckdown.Webrokeit

afterawhilehemademesitonhislapwhilehe

satup.

Him:"yourmessingmeupyouknowthat"he

saidthatcirclinghisarmsaroundmywaist

Me:"noyoumessedyourselfup"

Him:"hawididn'tkissmyselfthough"

Me:"isthatevenpossible?"Hechuckled

Him:"howwasyourdayMissgorgeouseyes"i

blushedhiseyesspokevolumesliketheywere

worshipingme"gorgeouslips,sweetlips"i

meltedhepeckedmylipsandiwassmilinglike

aretard

Me:"busyandokayhowaboutyours?"



Him:"justokay?"

Me:"yeasomerichkidmesseditupforme"

Him:"whathappened"

Me:"pesteringmetogooutwithhiminhis

"AMGconvertible""idrewquotationmarksin

theairhelaughed

Him:"isthatwhathesaid?"

Me:"yeahewasonsome"youhavebeautiful

skiniwouldn'tmindrunningmyfingersonit"

annoyingbrat"

Him:"bloodypervert"

Me:"iknowright"

Him:"hopeyoutoldhimthatyourtakenandto

backoff"hewasplantingkissesonmy

shoulders

Me:"ididbutitfellondeafearsbutPennydid

thatonmybehalf"

Him:"ithinkit'stimeimarkedyou"hesaidthat



nibblingmyearlobe

Me:"huh?"Hewentdowntomyneckitfeltso

goodthatiletoutasoftmoan

Him:"wedon'twantMam'Sofiehearingallof

thatnowdowe?"

Me:"andwhyaredoingthisinhere?"Ashe

continuedwithkissingmyneckwithahandon

nippleinsidemydress

Him:"whosaidanythingaboutdoinganything?

Hewasnowlookingatme,ibitmylowerlipas

hisotherhandreachedmypalace

Me:"ithoughtactionsspokevolumes"he

chucklednearmyneckhisbreathsentshivers

allovermybody

Him:""youtooforwardyouknowthat"hislips

partedminehetriedmovingbackbutiheldhis

neckdeepeningthekisshebrokethekissafter

awhilebythattimeihadapoolbetweenmy

legsbuthetookhishandsoffmeandmadesit



onthecouch

Him:"mydaywasgreatthankyoubecausei

endeduplayingonmycouchfortherestofthe

day"hesmirkedthenpeckedmylipswashe

seriousrightnow?

Me:"areyourightnow?

Him:"about?"Thenacatcaughtmytongueijust

stoodupandlefttogetmyselfcleaneduphe

laugheditwasn'tfunnylikehecan'tdosuch

thenleavemehanging.Aftergettingcleaned

uphewalkedinstilllaughingandiwasbeyond

irritated,ichangedintomypyjamas.Hewalked

tothebathroomasiclickedmytongueand

walkedout.IcheckedonSegoshewas

peacefullysleepingonMam'Sofie'sbedi

exchangedgreetingswithher,shewasfolding

Sego'sclothes.

Me:"wassheanytroublema?"

Sofie:"noMadam,sheissuchanangel"



Me:"Lilithaismynamema,pleaseuseit"

Sofie:"ican't,you'remyboss"

Me:"i'myoungenoughtobeyouryoungest

daughterma,itwouldn'tfeelrighthavingyou

callmelikethatsoplease"shenodded

Melisizwestoodbythedoor"macouldyou

pleaselendmemywifeforafewseconds

please"shenoddedbutiadmiredsleepingSego

Him:"Lilitha?"Igavehimadeathstarehe

signaledformetofollowhimandididwewent

backtoourroom,heclosedthedoorafterigot

in

Me:"what?"

Him:"youlooksosexywhenyousexually

frustrated"hepinnedmeagainstthedoorwith

hishandsonmywaist

Me:"letgooffme"

Him:"why?Becauseideprivedyouoffmy

shaft?"Ijuststaredathimhelaughed



Me:"whydidyoucallmehere?"

Him:"notsolongagoyouwerepanickingwheni

hadyouthiswaybutlookatyounow,thepower

ofJunior,itdoeswondersne"hewinkedatme

whilsthechuckledhowheirritatedme,iwasin

nomoodofhisbehaviouriknowhowplayfulhe

couldbe.asmilecurvedonmyfaceatthe

thoughtof"youshouldlearntorelaxyouknowi

amnotgoingtodoanythingtoyouYET!"But

quicklycomposedmyself

Me:"ineedtogetstartedondinner,nowgetout

ofmywaydouche"

Him:"wowsoi'madouchefornotdrillingyou

withmyshaftwow,imustbereallygoodthen,

likefreakenawesome!"heexclaimedmaking

melaughgoshthischild,manorwhateverheis.

Me:"yougoingtotellmewhyi'mhereornot?"

Him:"momsaidyoushouldcallherdon'task

mewhy"likeheheknewiwasgoingtoask.I

nodded



Me:"canigonow?"Hejustsmashedhislipson

mine,igotexcitedagainbutheblewmeoff

again

Him:"i'llgiveittoyou,thewayyouwantmeto

andwecangoallnightlong,allyouhavetosay

isthemagicword,PLEASE"hewhisperedin

myear,sothat'swhathewanted,formetobeg

foroneofmyprivilegesofbeingawife,nooo!

iwalkedoutafterheletgoofme,imadedinner

thendishedforeveryone,weateoveralight

conversationactuallyitwasbetween

Mam'Sofieandi.Afterdinnershedidthedishes

whilstiplayedwithSego,shewaslikeadoll

though.Itookhertobedwithme,ihadnot

plannedonstudyingtoday,soiputherinthe

middleshewasn'tgoingtousedhercottonight.

Melisizwejoinedubutiignoredhimiwasn't

goingtobeghimtosatisfyme,icanbedevious

too.
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Wheniwokeupinthemorninghishandswere

caressingmybodyitfeltsogoodbuti

rememberedwhathedidthepreviousdaysoi

slappedthemoffmybodyhechuckledthenhe

wasatitagain,islappedthenagain"comeon

babe,ineedthisineedyou"hesaidthat

plantingwetkissesonmyneck

Me:"howaboutgoingandgettingitinhell?"He

chuckledagain,

Him"don'ttellmeyou'restillmadaboutlast

night"

Me:"noiamnot"imovedhimawayfrommeand

gotoffthebed,healsogotoffcomingmyway

hepressedhisbodyonmine,makingmefeel

hishardhimself,ipushedhimwalkingtothe

bathroomhefollowedme,ipeedandwiped

myself.Ibushedmyteeththenundressedthen

gotinsidetheshowerallthistimehewas

watchingmewithhisarmsfoldedinfrontofhis

chest.Afterafewsecondsthedooropenedhe



gotinsideilethim.Hetriedtouchingbuti

slappedhishands"don'ttouchme"iknowiwas

goingtogiveinifilethimtouchmesoitwas

bestifhekepthishandsoffme

Him:"i'mhelpingyouscrabyourback"

Me:"idon'tneedyourhelp"hemademecutmy

showerrealquickilefthimtherehewas

amazed.Iquicklydriedandlotionmybodythen

gotdressedinmyblackboyfriendjeans,white

vest,blacksneakersandadenimhoodedjacket.

Hecameinasifinishedupdressing.Iwanted

tolaughathiminsteadifeltsorryforhim.Sego

wasalreadyinhercotsoimadethebedthen

wentdownstairstomakebreakfast,idishedup

forhimashewalkeddownthestairswithSego

thentohernanny'sroomhewassogrumpy,i

justburstintolaughterashetookhisfoodhe

wassoannoyed.Ipackedmyselfsomelunch

facingthewallhepinnedmeagainstthe

cupboard"youknowicouldgetyoujustlike

thatifiwantedto"igiggled



Me:"youseemsosureofyourselfMrwhilstyou

knowthatihavetheupperhand"hishands

werealreadyundermybramassagingmy

boobs,itfeltgreatheknewverywellthatwas

myweakness

Him:"upperhand?Reallywe'llseeaboutthat"he

turnedmearoundhesmashedhislipsmine,

liftingmeup,iautomaticallycircledmylegs

aroundhiswaistandhetookmeupstairsafter

allmyhardworkthough,downthedrain.I

endedupditchinglecturesfortheday,iwas

goingtogetnotesfromPennyandhetookthe

dayoff.

Myphonerangfromafar,islowlyopenedmy

eyestrieduntanglingmyselffromhim.Ilooked

formyjeans,itwasinmypocket.Bythetimei

foundithadstoppedringing,itwasmymother

inlaw.Ihadtotallyforgottenabouther.Idialled

hernumberlookingforsomethingtowearshe



pickedupimmediately.

Mama:"yousureknowhowtokeepsomeone

waiting"

Me:"iamsorryma,icompletelyforgottocall

you"

Mama:"whydoyousoundsleepy,aren'tyouat

school?"

Me:"noma,i'mathome"

Mama:"everythingokay?"

Me:"weperfectlyfinemamaandyou?"

Mama:"areyousure,where'sMelisizwe"

Me:"hissleepingmama"

Mama:"ohigetitnow"shesaidthatamused,

thiswomanthough

Me:"soyouwantedmetocallyoubecause?"

Mama:"ohyea,whenisyourlastexam?"

Me:"secondweekofJuneithinkwhy?"



Mama:"good,afteryourexamyouneedtocome

backwithLesego"wassheseriousthough,like

shewasorderingme

Me:"oh?"

Mama:"hergranddadwantstoseeher"

Me:"oh"

Mama:"isthereaproblem."

Me:"noma"actuallythereisproblem,iwasnt

preparedtogobackhomeinJunewhenits

freezingcoldandihavetowearskirtsandmost

ofallbeawayfrommyhusbandbutihadto

obey

Mama:"okaythen"wespokealittleaboutthis

andthat.Iwentdownstairsafterdroppingthe

call,Segowasup,iexchangedgreetingswith

mamSofiewhilsttakingher,shewasaboutto

feedhersoididthatafterburpinghershefell

asleep.ItextedPennytogetmenotes,and

mademyselfsomefoodandate.



Thefollowingmorningwhenigottoschooli

bumpedintoAmandashedidntlookwellwhen

iaskedherwhatwaswrongwithhershebroke

downandiregrettedaskingthat,iwasstillearly

soiledhertomycarbecauseeveryonewas

nowlookingatus.Igaveherabottleofwater

shedrankitafterawhileshecalmeddownbut

shedidntwanttotalksoiletherbeafter

assuringherthatiwouldhelpifsheneeded

helporlistenifshewantedtotalk.Weparted

ways,ifeltsorryforeventhoughiwasntaware

ofwhatshewasgoingthrough.OnaFridayi

decidedtogooncampustostudymyexams

werecomingupsoihadtofocusreallyhard.I

wenttotheLibraryandstartedstudying,around

lunchitookabreakwalkingtotheparkinglot

withmybagsomeonecalledformeiturnedit

wasAmanda,shehurriedtowhereiwas

standing.

Amanda:"hey"shestillwasn'therloudself.

Me:"hi,howareyoutoday"



Amanda:"sameastheotherday"

Me:"wanttotalk?"Shenodded"come"iledher

tomycarandwegotinsidesheclearedher

throatbeforespeaking.

Amanda:"thedayibumpedintoyouihadcome

backfromajobshetoldmetousewhatihave

togetmoney,shedidn'tcarehowigotthe

moneyallshecaredaboutwasthemoney,i

soldmybodyBusiallformoneyonlybecausei

didn'twantmysiblingstoliveonthestreets,i

soldmysoulformoneytooldmen,youknow

howdisgustingitistohaveamanoldenough

tobeyourfathermoaningandgroaningontop

ofyouallbecauseyouneededquickcash"your

vaginawon'ttellnooneabouthavingsexfor

money,eitherwaysit'sjustsex"howcruelis

that,howcruelcanshegettearsgushedoutof

hereyesshepaused,asyouknowmymom

diedlastyearsomyaunttookover.Momtook

careofusallincludinghershewastheonly

personicountedontotakecareofusbutno



sheexpectsmetotakecareofusall,ihaveto

sendallofmymoneyfromthefundtoherasif

that'snotenougheachtimeshedemands

moneyfromme,ihavetogetitforher,she

doesn'tcareifisellmysoultothedevilaslong

asshegetshermoney,ican'tevenaffordto

buymyselffoodbecauseofherdemands"by

thetimeshewasdoneiwasintearsiwiped

themawayclearingmythroatbeforespeaking.

Ihadthishugelumponmythroatbuticouldn't

cryinfrontofher

Me:"ohmyGodAmandaiamsosorry"

Her:"don'tbe,it'swhatihavetoputupwithand

iamstartingtomakepeacewithit."

Me:"nodon't,don'tmakepeacewithlivinglike

this,i'llhelpyouokayitmightbenotbemuch

buti'llhelp"thenirealizedihadnicelife

problemscomplainingaboutbeingordered

aroundandwearingskirtsinwinterwhilstother

peoplesufferedinthehandsoftheothers.
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"uhmwhatdoyouneedfornowmaybeican

help?"

Amanda:"youreallydon'thaveto,i'llmanageon

myown"

Me:"okay,justfortodaythen,howaboutthat?"

asmilecurvedonherlipsthenshenodded.

Amanda:"ineedsomegroceriesandtoiletries,

hopeitwon'tbetoomuchforyou"

Amanda:"ThankyousomuchBusi,indeedyour

anangel."inoddedandstartedthecar,wewent

topicknpayforgroceries,iusedmybursary

allowancesinceihaven'tbeenusingit.We

boughttakeawaysthenidrovehertoher

residenceinparktownwithherdirectionsof

course.Ihelpedherwithhergroceriestoher

room,herroomwasneatandcleanshehada

roommatebutwasn'tthere.Idrovestraight

home,ihadaheadacheandmydaywasruined

icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutAmanda's



situation,shewasforcedintoprostitutionit

wasbad.Herandiweren'tfriendsbutstill,i

couldonlyimagineherpainrightnow.Iwas

raisedtohelpsomeoneifihavethemeansof

doingso,iwasraiseduptobecompassionate

andempatheticbutoutofallthat,imean

helpingherwithhergroceriesicouldn'tshake

offthisfeelingihad,myinstincttobeprecise,i

feltlikeAmandawastakingmeforaridebuti

suppressedthatfeeling.Whenigothome,i

wenttobedaftermakingmyselfsomethingto

eatanddrinkingheadachetabletsand

immediatelyfellasleep.

Ifelthimsnugglingmefrombehindand

kissingthesideofmyhead."Youokay?"He

whispered,ihadjustwokenup.Islightly

nodded,heturnedmearoundsoicouldface

him"areyousure?"Hewasstudyingme

Me:"yea,igotmyselfintoasituation"

Him:"whatsituation?"



Me:"notexactlyasituation,i'mjusttornabout

something"

Him:"talktome"hewasconcerneditoldabout

Amandafromthedaywemetup,howshewas

untiltodayandthatihelpedher.

Him:"Letmegetsomethingstraightyoubump

intoherandshe'sacarefreeandforwardas

always,youblewheroffwhenshewantedto

meetforlunchthenbumpintoherandshe'sin

astateyouofferedtohelpherunawareofher

situationshestilldoesn'ttalkthenafewdays

latersheopensuptoyou"inodded"don'tyou

findthatodd?"

Me:"idon'tknow,apartofthinksshe'sgenuine

andtheothertellsmeotherwise"

Him:"wanttoknowwhatithink?"Inoddedagain

"ithinkit'stoocliche"

Me:"youthink?"

Him:"herstoryhasbeentoldbeforeandwith



experiencesexworkers,moreespecially

studentsneveradmittothatbutit'suptoyouif

youwanttocontinuehelpingherornot.And

payattentiontoyourinstinctstheyneverlie."

Me:"whatiftheyconfusingyou?"

Him:"there'snothingconfusingwhenitcomes

toinstinct,youjustconfuseyourselfbyrefusing

tobelieveit,whatittellsyou"Honestlyi

believedher,butahugepartofmewouldn'thear

it.Webothkeptquietafterawhilehespoke

Him:"sowhatareyougoingtodo?"

Me:"i'llhelpher,imeanican'trelyonafeeling

right?"Heletgooffme

Him:"afterallthatyousaid,aboutnotbeing

sureaboutherstoryyoustillwanttohelpher?"

Me:"whatifshereallyishavingproblems,what

ifshereallyneedsmyhelp?

Him:"dowhatyouthinkitsbestthen"hestood

upandwenttothedoor"justdon'tletherinour



homeandbecareful"withthatsaidhewalked

outhewasinhisgymwear,isighedand

checkedthetimeitwasafter6.Ifreshenedup

beforestartingondinner.

Dayswentbyiwaspreparingformyexamsand

thatmeanspendinglittletimewithmyfamily

andstudyingharderihadtokeepmygradesup.

IwrotemyexamsstillhelpingAmanda,

MelisizwewasagainstitsowasPennybuti

gaveherthebenefitofthedoubt.Afewdays

aftermyexamiwentbackhomeElliotdale,my

fatherinlawpickedusupattheairport,

MthathaairportthendrovetoElliotdale.Itwas

alongdrivehome,hewaslisteningtohis

maskhandimusic.Segowasawakebubbling,

playingwithhersaliva.Whenwearrivedhome,

mamacameandhelpeduswithourbags,it

wassocoldoutside.Whenwegotinsidethe

livingroommamaattemptedtakingSegobut

shewouldn'thaveit,shewasnow3monthsold

shejustcried.Shewantednothingtodowith



anyonebutme.Ifedherjustcatchingupwith

mamaandSindy,theyweretheonlyonesat

home,myfatherinlawjustdroppedusoffthe

left.IfedsleepySego,shenowatebabysolids

thenputhertosleepinSindy'sroomsinceit

wasclosertothelivingroom.Myphonerangas

isatdown,itookitout,itwasSego'sdadi

answered."Nunus"itriedsohardnottoblush

atthatbecausemama.

Me:"taka'Sego"hechuckledmamawas

focusingonme

Him:"mamane?"

Me:"yes"

Him:"iwashopingforyourcallbetteryetatext,

'imissyou'textatthat"

Me:"icompletelyforgot"

Him:"ouch!soyouforgotthatyoumissme

technicallyyouhaveforgottenaboutmeand

howmanyhourshasitbeen?"



Me:"notlikethat"

Him:"howthen?

Me:"totextyou"

Him:"yeawhatever,where'smybaby"

Me:"she'ssleeping"

Him:"letmecallyoulaternecozican'tdealwith

thetwowordanswersiloveyou"

Me"bye"helaughedthenhungup.Mama'seyes

wereonmebutimanagedtoavoidanycontact

withher.LaterSegowasup,weweretouse

theguestroom,mamasaidshedidn'twantme

sleepingalonewithchildinourroom,the

outsideroom.Shewasnowhernormalself,

babytalkingonhergranddad'slap,aftersupper

ibathedheranddressedherinherwarm

pyjamasthenjoinedherinbed.Herdadcalled

wespoketheniwenttosleep,imissedhim

already,imissedbeingheld.
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Twoweekswithoutmyhusbandwasdull,itwas

adrag.Thisplacewasmiserableandquietonly

SindyandIwereatthehousemiddaythenin

theafternoontheparentsjoinedus.Segowas

ourescapefromboredomactuallywhenshe’s

notgrumpyandrestless.Shewasatotalsweet

heartmostofthetimeahappybabybutshe

hadherbabymoments.Icalledmyhusband

everytimeIgotachancetodoso,wemade

suretocalleachotherbeforegoingtosleepbut

thatdidn’tstopmefromcallinghimmidnight

whenSegowasup.Wefinallyleftthevillage

andIcouldn’twaittogetoutofitandgobe

withmyhusband.Mamadroveustotheairport

becauseherhusbandcouldn’tskipworknot

thatImindedshewasbettercompanythanhim,

I’dratherspendadaywithherbubblyselfthan

herquietanddullhusband.Hespokerarelyand

observedtoomuch,hadonewordanswersto

everyquestionshewassuchabore.

WelandedintheafternoonatO.RTamboand



myhusbandwasalreadywaitingforus.The

minutehesawus,hewalkedtowardsuswith

hishandsinhispockethelookedsohandsome,

hot,andsexyandanythinginbetweenyou

nameit.Hehuggedus,yestogetherwithour

littleprincessthenhepeckedmylipsbefore

peckingsleepingSego.Hetookourbagsthen

wewalkedtotheparkinglot,heloaded

everythingandIgotatthebacksinceIwas

carryingSegoanddidn’twanttowakeherup

shewasfeverishmamasaidshecouldbe

teething.Wedrovehomechattingalittle,with

himtellingmehowhemissedmeandhowhe

craved,howhewasgoingtodomewhenwe

gethome.Iwasblushinglikecrazy,thinking

aboutitmademecravehimtooIkeptbitingmy

lowerlipatthethoughtofhowgreathefeels

insideofmeandIcouldn’twaiteither,Icould

alreadyimaginehimnakedontopofmeor

undermeeitherwaysIhadcompletely

undressedhiminmymind.Iamsoarousedby



hisdirtytalk,Icanfeelwarmthinbetweenmy

legs.Damnmyhusbandisgood!

Whenwegothome,Mam’Sophieopenedfor

usandfollowedaftermeasItookSegotoher

room.Igentlyplacedheronthebedtryingso

hardnottowakeherandlikeaprothatIam

shedidn’t,shewasprobablytiredthoughfrom

thedriveandflight.Iwalkedouttomyroomthe

momentIclosedthedoormyhusbandwasatit

don’tlookatmelikethatourapartmentwas

soundproofedsoMam’Sophiewasn’tgoingto

hearanything,workinghismagicskilfully

caressingandtouchingmelikeIwould

crumbledifheroughlytouchedme,morelike

worshipingmybody.HemademefeellikeI

wasthesexiestwomanalivehistouchsent

sensationstomyspinemybodyhairstoodup,I

reachedorgasmafterorgasmafterorgasm

that’showgoodhewas,mademewanttocall

mymotherinlawandtellherhowgoodherson



isdoingme,howgreatheisunderthesheets.I

hadforgottenfeelinglikethat.Hepeckedme

onelasttimepullingmeclosertohistender

chest,tryingtonormalizeourbreathingpattern.

“Imissedyoununuberry”

Me:“Imissedyoumore,Imissedbeinginyour

arms”hewasstrokingmyafro,Ieventuallyfell

asleepwhenIwokemyphonewasringingI

checkeditwasMam’Sophie,IcouldhearSego

cryingherlungsout,Iquicklyfreedmyselffrom

Melisizweandcoveredmyselfwitharobethen

randownstairs.

Me:“whathappenedma?”

Mam’Sophie:“shewokeupcrying,andsheis

heatingup,somethingmustbewrongwithher”

shewasrockingherbutshewouldn’tbudgeI

tookherstillshewouldn’tcalmdown,Icould

feelfromherclothingthatshewasburningup.

Me:“weneedtotakehertothedoctor”her

temperaturefreakedmeout,Irockedherclose



tomychestafterafewsecondsshestopped

cryingbutshewascranky.Iwentupstairswith

herandwokeherdadup,wehadtotakeherto

thedoctor.HewasfastasleepsoIroughly

shookhimbecauseheisaheavysleeperand

heinstantlywokeuprubbinghiseyes.“Weneed

togetSegotothedoctorsheburningup”hegot

upreallyfastfeelinghertemperaturefromher

forehead.Hequicklygotdressedwhilstmaking

aphonecall.IputSegodownsoIcouldget

dressedbutnoshecriedhereyesout,Iquickly

tookherandgavehertoherdadandchanged

intosweatpantsandat-shirt,thentookmybag

andherbabybag,ithardallherutensilsbesides

afreshmadebottle.Werusheddownstairs

Mam’SophiewasmakingherafreshbottlesoI

tookitfollowingmyhusbandtothedoor,Iputit

inthebottlewarmer.Itookheraftergetting

insidethecarandhequicklydroveoff.We

reachedthisprivatemedicalclinic,the

receptionistdirectedusinandtomysurprise



thedoctorwasLunga.Hegreetedtakingher

shecriedimmediatelyandresortedto

examiningherwhilstshewasinmylap

becausehercriespiercedthroughtheheart.I

wassoscared,Ididn’tknowwhatwaswrong

withher.Hefinallyspokeafterafull

examination

Lunga:“sheisfine,shewillbefineshe’sjust

teethingthat’swhysheisfeverishI’llgiveher

somethingforhertemperature”hesaidsmiling

andscribblingsomethingdown.IsighedI

hopedshewillstopbeingcrankybecauseI

couldn’tstandhercries.Hewalkedoutthen

camebackwith3bottlesofmedicationwitha

smallbox.“3tablespoonsadayoneachbottle,

andmassagehergumswiththispowderto

relieveirritation,hewasreferringtothebox.”

Healsogaveusadroppersothatwecould

measurehermedicine.Hehelpedmeinto

measuringherfirstdosageandgaveittoher.

Mel:“I’mgladshe’sokaythanksmyman”they



fistbumped

Lunga:“anythingformyniece,makesureyou

treatherwithrespectmyman”wewerewalking

tothedoor,Iwasleadingandtheywere

chattingmorelikewhisperingbehindmeallI

heardwas“joysofbeingmarriedmyman”and

theybothchuckled,Segowasnowcalm.He

openedthedoorforusanddroveusbackhome

afterchattingtohisfriendandbiddinghim

goodbye.Onthewaybackhome,shewas

slowlydriftingofftosleepIcoveredherwithher

fluffyblanket.WhenwegothomeMam’Sophie

wascookingitalreadyafter6pm.Iwent

upstairswithherandputherdowninherand

watchedhersleep.Melgotinandsatnextto

me,wrappedhisarmaroundmebringingme

closertohim.“She’sgoingtobefine”hekissed

thesideofhead.

Me:“Iknow,Ijustwishshewon’thaveanother

episodehercriesarejusttoomuch”



Mel:“braceyourselfthenbutI’llbeherewith

youokay”Inoddedthenwefellintothissilent

spaceafterawhilehespoke“thanksforbeing

here,beinghermomIknowit’snoteasyonyou

butyoudoingitoutofthegoodnessofyour

heartandyou’reanatural”

Me:“Itrybabe,I’mnotevensureofwhatIam

doing”

Mel:“you’rebeingamotherandyou’regreat,

I’vebeenwatchingyou”Inoddedpeckinghis

cheekbutIwasn’thermom,shewasn’tmine

herbiologicalmomcouldresurfaceatany

momentwithhermindchanged.ItwastimeI

usedEmily’sadvicetolegallymakehermine

Me:“Mel”

Mel:“nunuberryyam”Iblushedalittle

Me:“IwasthinkingaboutSego’smom”

Mel:“whatabouther?”

Me:“somedayshemightcomebackandclaim



herchildbackandIwouldn’tbeabletofightfor

herunless…WeadoptherImeanIadopther”

Mel:“Idon’tthinkthat’snecessary,Imeanshe’s

mineautomaticallymakingheryourstoo”

Me:“actuallyitisnecessary”

Mel:“thenwe’lldoit”hesaidthatsmiling

Me:“yousure?”

Mel:“yes,Imeanyou’reraisingheranditmakes

sensetodoso”

Me:“okaythankyou”

Mel:“no,thankyouforlovingmydaughterlike

youdo.Ihavetheoutmostrespectandlovefor

you,yourcourageandstrength.Ihavebeen

trulyblessed,Iloveyou”hepeckedmylipsthen

wesatonthesamepositionforawhile.

AfterdinnerIwentbacktoourroomSegowas

stillasleeppoutinghercutelittlelips,her

temperaturewasnownormalsoIwasrelieved.

AfewsecondslaterMelisizwecameinand



walkedtome,Iwasabouttoundressedheheld

mebymywaistpeckedmylips“youdorealise

thatyouhaven’tgottenridofyouraftersex

scent”hepeckedmylipsthenIrecalledthatI

neveractuallygotachancetobathafterour

steamysession.Ipushedhimbackalittle

Me:“youaresoevil,whydidn’tyoutellme”he

laughed

Him:“IamjokingyousmellgreatmyloveI

meanyoursweatcombinedwithmine,my

semenandyourvaginalfluidscombined,it’s

reallygreatonyouimeanEROTIC”Ihithimon

hischest

Him:“IsaidIwasjoking,thisismeinvitingyou

toashowertowashofftheaftersexscenton

you”Isulked

Me:“Iswearyouwon’tbegettinganyfora

reallylongtime”

Him:“Isaidsweatbabe,sweatthesweatsour

smellfromsweat”Ilaughedundressingtotake



ashower.
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MonthswentbySegowas6monthsnowshe

hadtwomilkteethatthebottomandtwoatthe

topshewasreallycute.Shelikedsuckingon

mythumbswhenIheldhershehadthisjolly

smilethatwouldbrightenupmydaynomatter

howfoulmymoodwas,herlittlegigglethatjust

soothedmyhearteachtimeshegiggled.She

couldsitproperly,tiltherheadandshewas

cruisingtryingtocrawl.Myhusbandwas

awesome,supportiveandhandsondadtoSego

wewerethisminihappyfamilyandIlovedit.I

haddoneexceptionallywellatschool,myfirst

semestermarksweregreat.Iwasstillhelping

outAmanda,PennyandIwerecloserthanever

eventhoughshewouldscoldmeaboutbeing

toonicesoallinallmylifewasperfect.

IwasbackatschoolIhadloadsofworkas

alwayssothatmeantbeingatschoolevenin



awkwardhours,MelisizwewasagainstthatI

hadnochoicebuttodrivemyselfbackhomeat

nightsometimeshewouldwaitformeand

escortmebackhome,drivingbehindme.He

fearedthatIcouldgethijackedImeanthisis

thesameplacewhereonegetshijackedwith

peoplewatchingduringthedaysoitwasn’t

safe,IunderstoodbutwhatwasItodo.Sothis

otherMondayIhadapresentation,itwasa

groupassessmentsoweweretobeformalon

theday.Iwokeupandpreparedformyday,got

dressedinblackformalpants,whiteshirtblack

blazerandablackpencilheelthatIhadbought

overtheweekendsincemostofmyclothes

werecasual.Iappliedlittlemake-upjusta

naturalfeeltypeofthing,tiedupmyJamaican

dreadlocksintoaneatbunIpackedmy

backpackwithallthenecessarymaterialsthen

packedchangingshoeswhichweresneakers.I

wentdownstairstohavebreakfastwithmy

bagsandeverythingelse.Melisizwewas



alreadyeatingsoIsatoppositehim“youlook

beautifulMrsme”hesaidjustasIsatdown

Me:“thanksbabe”Itookabitefrommyfood

Him:“onewouldswearyou’reanaccountant”

Me:“whynotanadvocate?”Iaskedarchingmy

eyebrow

Him:“youlooklikeonethat’swhy”

Me:“youstillnotgivingmeananswer”

Him:“whydidn’tyoudoaccounting?Likeyou

wastedyourmathforlaw”

Me:“noteveryoneenjoysmath,Icouldnever

liveonnumbersfortherestofmylifeI’dgo

mad”

Him:“you’rejustlazy”

Me:“Iknow”Iwinkedathimheblushed,yes

mandoblush

Him:“tryingtocharmme?”

Me:“isitworking?”hechuckled



Him:“I’mblushingaren’tI?”hewasbattinghis

eyesIlaughed

Me:“you’recrazy”

Him:“andyoulovemedon’tyou”

Me:“itmightbetruenorfalseIdon’tknow”

Him:“ouch!Feelingsmiffedsoearlyinthe

morning,Mondaymorningatthat,hashtagday

ruinednohashtagwholeweekruined”hesaid

thatdramaticallyIlaughed“andshe’senjoying

thiswow”

Me:“dramaqueen!”

Him:“yeshermajesty,royalhighness”Igiggled

Me:“Iloveyou”

Him:“nowyoutalkinggoon,I’mlistening”I

giggledashestoodupandwalkedtomyside

Me:“that’sallyougoingtohear”

Him:“thoughtyouweremoreromanticthan

that”



Me:“romanceisyourspecialitynotmine”

Him:“aha,comehear”hemademestandup,I

wasalmosthisheightallthankstotheheels,

andheheldmywaist“Iloveyoumore,always

knowthatokay”Inoddedthenourlipstouched.

Afteralotoflovedeclaringwefinallyfinished

offourmeal,beforewerushedoutwewere

runninglate.Igottoschoolafterbeingstuckin

trafficforabout45minutes,Iwasalmostlate.I

gottothevenueandeveryonelookeddifferent

andmatured.Pennywasinablackpencilskirt,

pencilheelwhiteshirtandblackblazershewas

completelydifferentfromwhatsheusedtobe.

Ourgroupwentfirstandwedidgreateven

thoughwewerenervousbeforewedid.

Afterthatsessionwewenttobuylunchatthe

cafeteria,Ihadchangedintomysneakers.We

satdownjustenjoyingourmealuntilZamani

cameby,hegrabbedachairandsatnexttome.

“Thewayyourassispokingoutofthosepants

mantheydrivingmewild”



Me:“bloodypervertleavemealone,don’tyou

havebetterthingstodootherthanharassing

me”Iclickedmytongueinannoyance

Zamani:“trustmethisissomuchbetter…I

meanthere’scountlessstuffrunningthrough

mymindthatI’dactuallywouldn’tminddoing

onyou”hetriedtouchingme,Islappedhishand

sohardthatIfeltmineitch

Me:“don’tyoudaretouchme,dirtybastard”

thenhegotangrydidIhitanerve

Zamani:“don’tcallmethat,Iamnobastard”he

hitthetabledrawingattentiontous

Me:“thenstopactinglikeone,didn’tyourdad

teachyouhowtotreatalady,withrespector

whatisheapervertjustlikeyou?”

Zamani:“don’tbringmydadintothis”his

foreheadveinswerenowpoppingout

Me:“what?DidIhitanerve?Bastard?”

Zamani:“yougoingtoregretcallingmethat”he



saidthatmovingclosertome,Iwasalittle

afraidbutIhadtoputabraveface

Me:“whatyougoingtohitme?Goahead,Iwill

layanassaultchargetogetherwithasexual

harassmentone”hemovedclosertome

Zamani:“youthinkI’mscaredofprison,go

aheadIwon’tevenspendadaythere”

Penny:“okaythat’senoughtrustfundkid,now

goonandplaywiththeotherkids”shesaidthat

pushinghimbackwards.Heroughlypushed

PennythatshealmostfellbutIheldherfrom

behindasshewasinbetweenthetwoofus.A

groupofguysintervenedandtookhimaway.

Wesatdowntalkedaboutwhatjusthappened

pissedoff.Wecontinuedwithourdayandwe

didn’tseeZamani,heprobablywenthome.We

wenttothelibrarytofinishupanassignment

weneededsomebooksfromthelibraryto

finishitup.By8pmIdecidedtocallitanight,I

quicklydroppedPennytoherresidenceand



drovehome.Iwaslisteningtomymusic,itwas

ataminimalvolumejustmindingmyown

business.AsIwasdrivingthroughMalibongwe

roadInoticedthiscarbehindmebutIthought

whattheheck,theyprobablygoingthesame

wayasIam.AlongthewayInoticedthatno

manIwasactuallybeingfollowed,everyturnI

madeitfollowedanditwaseasytospotit

becausethestreetsweren’tbusy.Iquickly

dialledMelisizweusingthesteeringwheel’sdial

button,hepickedupinstantly.Itoldhimwhat

washappeninghetoldmenottostopatany

robot,justdrivethrough.Iwasonthephone

withhimallalong,Iincreasedmyspeedthat

whenInoticedsomethingwaswrongwithmy

tirestheyswayedontheroad.Itoldhimandhe

saidImustusethenormalspeedhismeeting

mehalfwaybutIdidn’tIwaspanicking

becauseofthecarbehindme.WhenIgottothe

robottojointhehighwayasitwasaturning

point,IlostcontrolofthecarIpanickedasmy



tiresswayedoutoftheroadhittingasideofthe

roadpolebeforemycarflippedover.I

remembercryingasthecarhittheground

upsidedown.Igotdizzy,myvisionblurreditfelt

likeIwasfallingasleepthenitwaslightsout.
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Iwokeupinunfamiliarplace,ilookedaroundi

wasinhospitalicouldtellbythecolourofthe

wallsthoughtsofmyaccidentquicklyflooded

mymind.IspottedMelisizwebesidemybedhe

hadhisfaceburiedinbetweenhislegs.Itried

seatingupbutmychesthurtlikei'vebeenhitby

abrick.Ihadacervicalcollarsupportingmy

neck,itriedseatingupagainhurtingmyselfand

iflinchedalittlethatwokeMelisizweup"hey

takeiteasy"hewasnowonhisfeethelpingme

seatup.

Him:"howareyoufeeling"

Me:"iminpain,howlonghaveibeenoutofit?"I

askedcuriousitfeltlikeithasbeendayslikei



didn'tknowwhatdayitwas.Hesatonmybed

withhisbackontheentrance

Him:"justafewhours,itsjustafter9am"hesaid

thatpressingabuttonnexttomybed"you

scaredme,iamsorryididn'tgettoyouintime"

igavehimafaintsmile,mylipshurtitmustbe

theairbaganurseandafemaledoctor

surfacedfrommydoorihadaprivateroom.

"MorningMrsJonathanhowareyoufeelingany

headache?"sheaskedwalkingovertousher

eyesfixedonafilethatwasonherhand.

Me:"no,noheadache,mychestandfaceare

hurting"

HER:"Airbag,butyou'llbefine"shelookedupto

usthenherjawdroppedeyeswideopen,like

shehadseenaghostorsomething.Ilookedat

herthenatMelisizwebecauseshewasstaring

athisdirection.Theybothseemedtobe

shockedtoseeeachothershequickly

recoveredhershockthenwalkedtomy



side"uhmasiwassayingyou'reabit

swollen...andyourvisioncanyouseeclearly,no

dizziness?"sheaskedcheckingmyeyeswith

thetinylighterdoctorsuse.

Me:"yesnodizzinessmyvisionisperfectly

clear"iwasstillwonderingwhysheseemed

shockedtoseemyhusband.Sheuncoveredmy

legsthenprickedonmyleftfootcausingmeto

quicklycurlupmylegshedidthesamewiththe

otheroneandgotthesamereaction

Dr:"that'sgood"shewrotesomethingdown

thenlookedupagain"youwillbex-rayedshortly

thenhaveaCTscanandwe'lltakeitfromthere

butitseemsliketherearenoprominent

injuries...haveagooddaymam"thenshe

lookedtothenurse"pleasegetMrsJonathan

readyandgetDrMolapotoattendtoher"

Nurse:"willdodoc"thedoctorwalkedoutand

shecameovertome...Melisizwebarelysaida

wordwhichwassounlikehimandheavoided



makingeyecontactwithmewhichwasodd.

Mynursefixedmeuphelpingmetositonthe

wheelchair.Shewheeledmeformyscans,Dr

Molaposaidthesamethatihadnoprominent

injuriesbuttheyweregoingtokeepmefora

fewdaysjustforobservations.Shewheeled

mebacktomyroom,shewassuchanosey

nursethough."Soareyoutwomarried?Oh

thatscutehowlong?Youguyssuiteachother

butyoulookyoungtobemarried"ilistenedto

allofthatwhenwereachedmyroomtwo

unfamiliarmentalkingtomyhusband.Igreeted

thenhehelpedmegettingintobed.Thenmen

continuedtalking

Man1:"likeisaidweareinvestigating

attemptedmurder,hertyreswereslushedso

we'dlikeyourwife'sstatement"itoldthem

whathappenedincludingwhathappenedwith

Zamanisincetheywantedpossible

suspects.Theysaidtheyweregoingtolookinto

andturnsoutZamani'sisamagistratesson,his



momisthatpowerful.Iwasseriouslytiredand

sleepy.

Melisizwe:"whydidn'tyoutellmeabout

Zamani?"Heaskedafterthepoliceleft

Me:"iwasbusyatschoolthewholeday

remember?"

Him:"notevenasimplephonecallLilitha?

Whereyouenjoyinghisattention?Iwas

shocked,wasn'thelisteningtowhatitoldthe

police?

Me:"youbeingdelusionalrightnow"he

chuckled

Him:"soi'mcrazynow?"

Me:"notnowMelisizwe,iamtiredinpainandi

wanttosleep"

Him:"finesleepthen"wesatincompletesilence

beforehewalkedoutwithoutsayingaword.I

sighedarewereallygoingtofightoverthati

washarassed,sexuallyatthatandhethinksi



wasenjoyingthatlikeseriously?hehasnoidea

whatit'slikebeingharassed.

Iwokeupsomeonetrailingtheirfingeronmy

face,itwasMelisizwe."Iamsorry"

Me:"for?"

Him:"forbeingajerk,ishouldn'thavesaidthat.

Iwasstupidi'msorry"

Me:"it'sfine,justsoyouknowitsnotnice

havingeveryguycheckingoutyourbehind,

checkingyououtlikeyou'resomepieceofmeat

sonoiwasn'tenjoyinghispervertedattention"

Him:"i'msorrybabe,ireallyam"

Me:"okay...mycar?"

Him:"it'sbeyondrepairmylovetheinsurance

companytookit"itriedtonodforgettingthati

couldn't

Me:"wheredidyougoearlieron?"

Him:"home,ihadtocheckonSegolasttimei



sawwaslastnightbeforeyoucalled"

Me:"she'sokayright?"Henodded

Him:"youknowiheardwhenyourcarrolledover,

iwasafewmetersawayijustknewitwasyou

whenigotthereididn'tthinkyouweregoingto

makeit,itwasbad"

Me:"i'macatigotnineliveshoney"hechuckled

Him:"ifyousawwhatisawlastnightyou

wouldn'tbesayingthat,itjustremindedme

howshortlifeisicouldn'timaginemylife

withoutyou"

Me:"would'vebeendullne"

Him:"yeaverydulliloveyouLilithahopeyou

knowthat"

Me:"iloveyoutooanddon'tworry,i'mnot

leavingyouanytimesoonnoZamaniformed

againstmeshallprosper"hechuckled

"Youcrazy"hesaidismiled



"managedtogetmybagsineedtosubmit"

"Yeaptheyathome"

"Pleasebringmylaptopbagsoicansubmit

online"

"youneedtorest..i'lldoitforyou"hesaidiput

mythumbupforhimmakinghimlaugh

"Servesyourightyouknowthat"myfoodcame

andhefedmetellingmeabouttheaccident,it

reallyshookhim.Hekeptdeclaringhislovefor

me.Iwantedtoaskaboutwhathappened

earlieronbutmytimingwaswrongsoiletit

slidemakingamentalnotetoaskabouther

whenwegethomeifearedthattheremightbe

hugeskeletonsinhisclosetandidontthinki

wasreadytodiscoverallofthat.
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DrMolapocametocheckuponmethe

followingmorning,ihadjustcamebackfrom

thebathroomaftershowering,theswelling



frommyfacehadgoneoff.Mycheststillhurt

anditdidn'tseemlikeitwillgetanybetter.After

himexaminingmehewroteeverythingonmy

file.Iwasleftalonesomymedicationtookit

courseifellasleep.Iheardvoicestheywere

whisperingbutinanargumentativemanner,i

triedlisteningbuttheyweretoosoft.Iopened

myeyes,itwasMelisizweandthedoctorthey

quicklystoppedtalkingafternoticingthatiwas

awake,shequicklyrushedtothedoorwiping

herfaceshehadtears."What'sgoingon?"I

askednotreallysureifiwantedtohearhis

response.

Him:"nothingbabe,nothingworthgettingyou

worried"

Me:"thatdidn'tlooknothingtome"isaid

pointingatthedoor.

Him:"nowisnotagoodtime,justfocuson

gettingbetter"thatcertainlymeanthewasn't

goingtotellme.ikeptquietafterlookingathim



suddenlygettingannoyedbyhispresence"i

camewithyourphoneyouhavetonsofmissed

calls,youbettercallyourfriend"hesaidashe

handedmyphonetome.Itookitwithout

thankinghimandunlockedit,readmytextsand

checkedwhoelsecalledbesidesPenny.

Him:"Segomissesyou,shealwayslooksbehind

mewhenigetinlookingforyou...she'sperfectly

crawlingnow"hesaidthatwithabroadsmile,i

missedhertoobutichosetoignorehim.

Him:"isubmittedyourworkforyou"istillsaid

nothing.Hesighedandkeptquietforawhile.i

wasviewingSego'spictures,suchahappychild

thoughhowshemadethesecutefaceswhen

wetakingpicturesofher.

Him:"babe"

Me:"...."

Him:"Lilitha?"Heraisedhisvoicealittle

Me:"Melisizwe"



Him:"pleasetalktome"

Me:"andsaywhathuh?Younottalkingtome

whyshouldi?"

Him:"butamitalking"

Me:"don'ttakemeforafoolMelisizwe,you

knowexactlywhatiamtalkingabout.Imaybe

youngbuti'mnofool"

Him:"ineversaidyouwereafool,don'tput

wordsinmymouth"

Me:"youdidn'thavetosayit"

Him:"Lilithaplease!Don't..."icuthimshortiwas

nowgettingangrybutistillspokesoftly

Me:"don'tbelikewhat?Whatisitthatyou're

hiding?Tellmethetruthissheyourgirlfriend?

Whywasshecrying?Whywereyou

whispering?"Hewipedhisfacethenstoodup

andsatonmybedtakingmyhandtohisbuti

withdrewfromhishand"whenheopenedhis

lipstospeaksomeonespokebehindus"sorryto



disturb"itwasthepolice

"WemanagedtoquestionZamani,heagreedto

havinganargumentwithyoubuthehasalibis

ofhiswhereaboutsafterheleftcampussowe

havenoleads.Wecheckedthefootagefrom

thepackinglotunfortunatelytheydidn'tquiet

catchonyourcar"hespokeafterexchanging

greetingwithus"youhaveanyoneyoucanthink

of,anoldassociate,enemyanyonewith

motive?"Ishookmyhead,ionlyknewafew

peopleinJohannesburgandnoneofthem

couldpossiblywanttokillme.Theydirectedthe

questiontoMelisizwehealsoshookhishead

reluctantly,likehewantedtosaysomethingbut

chosenotto.Thehandedushiscardtocontact

himwhenwethinkofsomeoneorfind

somethingodd.Aftertheyleftmyfoodcame,i

ate,fedmyselfafterheofferedtodoitbuti

refused,hewassilentindeepthoughts.My

nursecamewithmypillsafterthatiinstantly

dosedoff.



Adaylateriwasstillnottalkingtohimstillmad

athimforhidingstufffromme,iwas

dischargedearlyinthemorning,itextedhim

notifyinghimthatiwasdischargedhetexted

mebacktellingmetowaitforhimbecausei

hadsaidthaticoulduseacab.Afterawhilehe

cameinwithanovernightbagandhandeditto

mewhilstgreetingmebuthewasonsilent

treatment.Ithadmytracksuitandsneakers,i

changedfrommypyjamasandgotdressed.He

waswatchingmeallalong,hefoldedand

packedmypyjamasandeverythingelsethati

usedthatdidn'tbelongtothehospital.My

nursecameinwithmymedication,ibidher

goodbyeaftershetoldmeiwasherfavourite

patient.Wedrovehomesilentlyeachoneofus

lostintheirownthoughts."howlongwillibe

onsilenttreatment?"Heasked,wewereparked

infrontofourapartment"youwilldecideon

that"afterthatislowlygotofftryingnothurtmy

chest,MamSophieopenedforme.Igotinside



thesecondSegosawmeshecrawledtomy

directionshecriedwithherarmsoutformeto

carryherbuticouldn't,herdadtookherbutshe

wouldn'tbudgesoisatonthecouchandmade

hersitonmylap.Shesmiledrevealingherfour

teethandacutedimple,imissedthat.She

giggledwhenikissedalloverhercutechubby

face,tryingtotouchmyneck.Melisizwecame

withmyfoodandplaceditonthecouch,he

triedtakingSegobutno,shewouldn'thaveit.

Soiatewithheronmylap,fedheralittleofmy

eggandshemadethisdisgustedfacelikeshe

atesomethinghorrible.Igiggledbutsheended

upenjoyingit.Aftertakingmymedicationi

wenttomyroomwithhereventhoughshe

inflictedmorepainonmychest.Wecuddledin

ourbedminuteslatershewasfastasleep,

Melisizwecameinasiwasdriftingoffto

dreamland.Hesatonhissideofthebed"She's

Sego'smom"iopenedmyeyesagainwashe

serious?Didn'tsheleave?



Me:"what?"

Him:"DrMohapiisSego'smom,ithoughtshe

leftactuallyshemadeusallthinksheleft"i

thinkmyeyeswereabouttopopout,whydidn't

sheleave,whypretendtobeoutsideofthe

country?whatdoesthatmeanforme,forus?

Howwillicompetewithsuchaperson.She'sa

fullpackage,bargainwhateveraguywantsina

woman.Iamtalkingbeauty,brainand

everythinginbetween.
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"Areyouleavingmeforher?"iaskedafterbeing

silentforawhile,lostinmyownthoughts.ijust

becameinsecureshewasathreattomy

marriage,iwasgoingtoloseSegotogether

withmyhusbandallatonceiwasntreadyfor

such.whendidmylifegetthiscomplicated,i

washappynotsolongago.

"What?NO!No!Iamnotleavingyou"hewalked

tomyside,hesnuggledmefrombehind."Iam



notleavingyouforheroranyoneelseforthat

matter.You'remorethanenoughformeandi'd

bemakingtheworstmistakeofmylifeifiever

leaveyouorletyougo.IloveyouLilitha,you

havetostopcomparingyourselfwithKarabo,

she'snotevenhalfofthewomanyouare.She

mayhavegivenmethemostpreciousgiftof

mylifebutitendsthere.Iloveyouandiamnot

goinganywhereipromise"hekissedmythe

sideofmyhead,holdingmetightbutloose

enoughnottohurtme.

"Whatwereyouarguingabout?"Hechuckled

"Theregoesmyinsanelygorgeouswiferuining

suchanawesomeromanticmoment,iloveyou

still"ichuckledabit

"So?"

"Apparentlyshewantedtoexplainwhysheleft

Segoandiwouldn'tletherbutshespoke

anyways."

"Doesshewantherback?"



"Ifshecan'thavemethenshedoesn'twant

Sego,herwords"howcruelandinsaneisthat,

moreofi'lllovemychildifyouloveme!

Mothersaresupposedtohaveunconditional

lovefortheirchildren.

"Wow,she'sinsane"

"Tellmeaboutit...youstillfinewithSegobeing

hereright?"

"Yea,ofcourse,imeantitwhenisaidiwilllove

herlikemyownandidoloveher"hekissedmy

headagain

"Oneofthereasonswhyiloveyou,selflessand

loving.Inyouihaveawifemyforever"ismiled.

"Andiloveyouforlovingme"hecarefully

turnedmearoundpartingmylegswithhis,his

otherhandonmywaist."You'rebeautifulinside

out,youhaveabeautifulheartmynunuberry"i

smiledmorelikeblush.Ourlipstouched,we

sharedapassionatekissonefilledwith

reassurance,loveandeverythingelse.Andheyi



haven'tbeenkissednortouchedindayssince

theaccidentthatwasnewanywaysthekiss

madeupforit.

IwaslaterwokenupbySego,withhertiny

handsonmyfacemakingbabysounds,ismiled

kissingheronhandthatwasonmylipsshe

giggled.Herdadwasnolongerwithus.I

freshenedupbeforewalkingdownstairswith

her.Melisizwewasn'taround,igaveSegoher

bottleafterswitchingontheTVmamSophie

wascooking.Icheckedthetimeitwasafter

7pm,ifocusedontheTVtryingsohardnotto

thinkoftheworstbuticouldn'thelpmyself.She

wasaroundandmyhusbandcouldbewithher

rightnow.Iknowhepromisedbutidon'tknow

ifhecouldkeephispromise.Myphoneonthe

othersidewasringingnon-stop,myparentsand

siblingscheckinguponme,Myinlaws

includingPenelope,shepromisedtocomethe

followingmorning.Amandaontheotherside

wastextingmenotifyingmeabouther



grocerieslikeididn'thaveenoughproblems.

Thepolicewerestillmumaboutmyaccident,

mymoneywasstillonZamaniwithhisalibis.

Peoplearehiredeverysingledaytokillother

peopleandthefactthatheisrichconfirmedit.

Minuteslateriheardmalevoicesrightnextto

ourdoor,onewashis.Thenfiddledwiththe

gatethenthedoor,hesurfacedlaughingwith

Lungaisighedinrelief.Theywerecarrying

shoppingbagswithSego'snappies.Theyplace

everythingonthecounterthenLungawalkedto

wherewewereseated

"Mrsdiehard!"ThatwasLungahesatnextto

metakingSegoichuckled

"DrLunga"hechuckled

"Phunyukabemphethe"ilaughed

"Leavemywifealoneyoumoron"hesaidthat

kissingmyforeheadbeforesittingonmyother

side

"Dudei'mjustpraisingherokay,Mrsmost



wanted,thedeathescaper"welaughed

"YounotbeingfunnyLunga"

"Andyetyouarelaughing"

"Whatever"

"Howareyou,afterescapingdeathMrs

immortal"ilaughed

"MuchbetterDoc,likeyousaidi'mimmortal"he

chuckled"anywayswhyweren'tyoutreatingme,

imeanyoushouldbemydoctor"

"ispecilizeinchildhealthMadamnotogogo"i

laughed

"Lasttimeichecked,iwasachild,yousaidit

yourself"helaughed

"Wellabigchild"wehadachilledevening

laughingwithLungateasingme.afterwehad

dinnerileftleavingthemwatchingsports

updatesandwhatnot.Ihadaquickshower

beforegoingtobed.
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Ma’SophiewasoutsidehangingSego’slaundry

thekitchenwasn’tlocked,Melisizwewas

upstairsnappingandIwasinthekitchensitting

onthehighchairfeedingSegowhilstshewas

onherpinkbabyhighchair.Shelovedherfood

somuchsofeedingherwasneverahassle

unlesssheisn’tfeelingwell.“Andtheregoesan

aeroplaneintolittleSego’smouth”Isaidthe

movingascoopofherintohermouthmaking

soundsandshe’dgiggleIwasalmostdonewith

feedingher.Shethenfocusedonthedoornot

payingattentiontomesoIlookedbackand

thereshewas,thewomanthatgavebirthtoher

atourdoorstep.“Karabowhatareyoudoing

here?”IaskedshockedlikeIneverexpectedher

tobeanywhereclosetome.

“Wowsheknowsmyname,andshehasstyle

notbadnotbadatall”shesaidthatpeeking

behindmewhichisourlivingroom.



“Whatthehelldoyouwant?”Iaskedgettingall

angrybuttryingtoremaincalmatthesame

timewhichwasprettyhard,herpresence

disgustedme,itshookmeitwasdrivingover

theedgeandyetshelookedallcalmandhadno

careintheworld.

“Wowshe’sgrownup,hasherdad’seyes

actuallyshelookslikehim moreofaliving

pictureofherdadasababybutinagirland

that’sallmeImeanlookatme,she’scutedon’t

youthink”shewaslookingatSegolikeshe

didn’tgivebirthtoher.“We’vemadesomuch

memoriesinhere,thefloorwallthecounterthe

couchyounameit,pityyougotitallrenovatedI

hardlyrecogniseit.Howhewouldmakeme

screamhisname,moaninabsolutepleasure

andyouknowwhatIthinkIconceivedherright

ontopofthiscounterthat’sthelasttimewe

madelove,ourpreciouslittleevidenceofour

love”Ichuckledindisbeliefshewasreally

testingme.



“Andyetallyouleftwithisnothingbutold

memorieswhilstsomeofusarelivingyour

presumedlife”shesuddenlybecamesad“I

askedyouaquestionwhatthehelldoyou

want”

“Mydaughterliveshereremember,afterallit’s

herdad’sapartmentschoolgirl!”okayshe

cameheretoundermineandintimidateme.

Andshewasannoyedbymyresponse.

“Thenyouhaveanervecallingheryour

daughter,thesamedaughteryoudon’twantnor

love,usinghertogettoherdadhowpathetic,

theverysamedaughteryouleftatourdoorstep,

mydoorstepandforyourinformationit’smy

place,myapartmentandmyhome.Sego

doesn’tknowyouandwillneverknowyou.I’ll

makesureofit.”

“Youseemsosureofyourselfbabygirl,ifIwere

youI’dleavebeforegettinghurtbecauseallof

thisbelongstome,thatbabyyouwerefeeding



justnow,minethemanthatownsthisplace

alsomine.Youdon’tbelongheresopieceof

advicegobeakid,experiencelifedrinkalcohol,

gotoclubsfinishschoolthenfindyourselfyour

own,man,getpregnantforhimandhaveayour

ownfamilycozallofthisismine”shesaidthat

pointaround.“andIwilldoanythingtohaveit

backandtrustmeitwon’tbethathard”I

chuckled

“Thenwefindoutthatshe’scompletelylosingit,

hopeSegowon’tinherityourcrazinessit

woul…”shecutmeshort

“Don’tyoudarecallmecrazyyoulittlewitch!”

sheexclaimedcausingSegotocryingknowing

hershewasjustseekingattention.

“IwillcallyouwhateverIwanttonowgetthe

hellout!”IsaidthattakingSegorockingherto

calmdown.

“NotuntilItakewhat’s…”Melisizweintruded

“JustgetthefuckoutofmyhouseKarabo”he



waswalkingdownthestaircase

“SizweIjust…”

“IsaidoutKarabo”shestoodstillshewas

actuallydefyingtheinstructionslookingathim

blankly

“Thismonsterthatgavebirthtoyouisscarring

youI’dbescaredtoomybaby,don’tworry

mommy’sheretoprotectyoufromallthebad

peopleofthisworldincludingher.That

heartlesswoman,monster,yesanangryold

lookingcrazymonster”IsaidthatwalkingtoMa

Sophie’sroomwithSegoinmyarmsandshe

giggledlikesheunderstoodwhatIwassaying

“Myremotecontrolgiveittome,now.Idon’t

wanttoeverseeyourface,comenearmywife

andmykidagainyouwillregretitfortherestof

yourlifenowleave!”hespokewithsomuch

authorityhewasn’tyellingbutIcouldhearhim

fromMam’Sophie’sroom.Secondslaterhe

walkedin,Icouldtellhewasangry.



“Iamsorryaboutthat”hesaidkissingmyhead

andtakingthenowdressedSegoafter

changingherwetnappy

“Aren’tyoualways?”

“What?”

“Youheardme”

“LilithaPleasedon’tlethergettoyouokay?

thisiswhatshewantsustofight,don’tlether”I

nodded,tryingsohardnottotakeoutmyanger

onhimwewalkedtothelivingroomandsaton

thecouchandafewminuteslaterhereceiveda

callfromdetectiveBodibe,Zamaniwasoffthe

hookas,theygotholdofanotherCCTVfootage.

Itshowedafemaletamperingwithmytyresjust

afterdarkbuttheycouldn’ttellwhoitwasas

shehaddisguisedandabitdarkfromwhereI

wasparkedandthatamazedme.Whocouldit

be?Theywereonthelookouttryingbyall

meanstofigureoutwhocouldthepersonbe

andtheywantedtoknowifIknewsomeone



whowoulddothat.Iwaslostinmythoughts

whilstheplayedwithhisdaughter.Thena

thoughtcrossedmymind“whatifshe’stheone

thatcausedmyaccident?”Iblurtedthat

questionout,inherlettershedidsaythatshe

didn’tknowwhatshewoulddoifshestuck

around.

“What?Noshe’dneverdothat?”

“Andwhatwouldstopher,shehasmotiveIdie

shegetsyousimple”

“Shemaybeheartlessbutshewouldn’tdothat,

noshewouldn’t,trythinkingofsomeoneelse”

“Soyou’redefendingher,theverysameperson

thatadmittedthatshewouldn’tbeableto

controlheractionsifshestuckaround,thevery

samepersonwhowasheartlessenoughto

ditchherbabythentellmewhatwouldstopher

fromkillingme?”

“NoIamnotdefendingherbutIknowher.She

maybealotofthingsbutnotamurder”



“Wow!Unbelievable,freakinunbelievable”
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“Idon’tfeelsafearoundthisplaceanymore”I

saidthatgettingintobedintheeveninghewas

alreadyunderthecoversreadingabook

“Idon’twanttofightwithyouaboutwhowants

youdeadsoplease”hewasbeyondannoyed,I

wasconvincedthatKarabodiditandhewasn’t

sowearguedaboutitandweendeddecidingto

letthepolicebeanddotheirinvestigation

withoutourhelpbutIjustagreedtothat,I

wasn’tgoingtoletthisslidejustlikethatIam

theonewhoalmostdiednothim,ifKarabodid

itthenshemustpayandifshedidn’tthengreat.

Actuallywhoeverwantedmedeadmustpay

andthat’sit

“Idon’twanttofightwithyoueither,Ijustwant

tofeelsafeinmyownhomethat’sall”

“Butyouaresafe,youweren’tsafeoutsidethe

premises,drivingaloneatnightaftermakingit



clearthatIdon’twantyoudrivingalone”

“Reallymustwegothere?”Iknowhewas

againstmeusingthelibraryatnightanddriving

homealoneatawkwardtimesbutIhadno

choice

“Yeswemust,hasitevercrossedyourmind

thatmaybeoneofyourfriendscausedyour

accident?”Iwasshockedbythis

“Forwhatgoodreason?”

“Letmeeducateyoumydarling”hesaidthat

takingoffhisglassesandputtingthemaway

withhisbook.“Everheardoftheclause‘keep

yourfriendscloseandyourenemiescloser””

“Yesbuttheynotmyenemies”

“Penelopemaybeyourfriendbutthere’s

Amanda,theonlypersonwithastorythatisn’t

addingup,theonlypersonwhomIthinkhasa

scoretosettleforwhateverreasonshehas.

Theonlypersonwhojustwaltzherwayinto



yourlifemakingsurethatyoubelieveherand

no-oneelse,rightnowyou’rethinkingIam

beingparanoidAmandawouldneverdosuch,

amIlying?”Ishookmyheadreluctantly.

“Alwaysaskingquestionsaboutyour“husband”

whichisoffishconsideringthefactthatyour

otherfriendknowsthatthereareboundaries

whenitcomestothat.Iamnotsaying

Penelopeisasaintbutshe’sproventobemore

ofafriendtoyouandtrustworthyandIcan’t

exactlysaythesameaboutyourdearest

Amanda.Whyissheinterestedinyourlifeand

beingyourfrienditmakesiteasyforthemto

knowyourwhereyourschedulewhoyouwith

andwhatareyoudoing,Openyoureyesdarling”

Ilistenedtohistheorysomethingtoldmehe

wasrightbutnoman,yesshecould’ve

tamperedwithmycarbutforwhat?Andwho

followedme,shedoesn’thaveacarandshe

textedmeafewdaysagomeaningsheknows

nothingaboutmycaraccident.



“Butforwhat?”

“ThesamereasonthatKarabowouldtrytokill

youfor”Ichuckled

“Butshehasn’tmetyou”

“Eitherways”

“AnywaysIwastalkingaboutthat,Idon’twant

yourbabymommacomingandgoinginour

homeasshepleases”

“Andwhat’syoursolutiononthatbecauseI

havestrippedheroffheraccesstomy

complex”

“Simplewefindanewapartmenttorent”

“Idon’tlikepayingrentmydarling”

“Aren’tyourentingthisplace?”

“NoIownit”

“OhIdidn’tknow”hepulledmeclosertohim,

flippingmesoIcouldbeunderneathhim

“There’salotthatyoudon’tknowaboutme



sweets”

“Thenenlightenme”

“IfIdothatrightnowIwillruinthesurpriseI

haveforyousono….butthiswilldefinitely

enlightenyouonsomestuffaboutme”hegot

inbetweenmylegsafterseparatingthemwith

hiskneeworkinghishandsonmybody

underneathmyshortnightdress.

“Surprise,Ilikethesoundofthat…nowtellme”

hechuckled

“Notachancemydarling”

“What’swiththedarling?”

“Newlydiscoveredworddarling”Igiggledand

gaspedasIfeltJonathanjuniormakinghisway

inmypalace.Hemademewhingesnivelyou

nameit,thepleasurefeltwasoutofthisworld

mademeforgetabouteverythingthatwas

happeningbutliveinthemoment.

Theinsurancecompanycalled,myclaimwas



approvedallIneededtodowastosignafew

documentsthenchoseanewrideortakethe

samecaritwasuptome,Iwasreally

impressedwiththeirefficiency.Inotifiedthe

policeaboutmysuspicionssecretivelythough

bytextingBodibetohisprivatephonesincemy

husbandwasdeterminedtodefendhisbaby

mommaandwasalwaysaroundme,theysaid

theyweregoingtolookintoitandIwaspleased.

Wepreparedtoleaveformynewride,Ihad

removedmyneckcastandmychestwas

painfulanymore.Ilotionmybodyafterthathot

steamyshowerItookwithmydarling.Igot

dressedinmyshortestbodyhugginggreydress

itrevealedmyfreshlookingthighsandmy

darlinghusbandlovedit.Iworeitwithmytip

toethighlengthblackbootwithamatching

cardigan,itwasabitchillyoutside.Iletmy

Jamaicandreadlocksloose,stylingthematthe

front.HewhistledasIstoodupafterwearing

mybootsmakingablush.“Toomuchsaucemy



nunuberry,youhotsexyandeverythingin

between.Hepulledmeclosertohimandhe

pressedhimselfagainstmybody“seewhat

you’vedonewithyourhotness”

“ThoughtyouloveditwhenI’mlikethis”

“TrustmeIdo,andseeingyoulikethisdrives

memad”hewassqueezingmybutt“thethings

I’dlovetodoyourightnow”Igiggled

“Wearerunninglate”Isaidthatafterchecking

thetimeonmywristwatch,itwasjustbefore

lunchtime

“It’snotlikewehaveanappointmentyouknow”

hebithislowerlip

“youcanhavemeanyhowanywherehowever

youlikeallnightlong”Isaidthatinthemost

seductivewaymakinghimgroan“whenwe

comebackthough”

“Mmmcan’twait”Igiggledaswewalkedoutof

ourbedroomwithmyhandinhis.Things



weren’tallrosybetweenhimandI,wewere

stuckonmyaccidentbutwemadeitthrough

theargumentsaboutwhoandwhytheywanted

medead.Wesortedoutmydocumentationand

wenttoanearbyAudidealershipbecausethat’s

whatIwantedandIsettledforanA3inawhite

colouritwasawesome.

DayslaterIwasatschool,tryingtocatchupas

fastasIcould,Ihadmissedoutonalotwork

butIhadtopullthrough,Penny’snoteshelped

somuchandalsomyLecturersgavemesome

notessoallIhadtodowastostudyandsubmit

afewofmyassignments.Beforepreparingfor

mylastexaminations.Zamanikepthis

distanceandhissillycommentsaboutmybody

tohimselfandIwasglad.Heactuallymade

suretoapologise,hegaveoneofhisafriendsa

notetohandittomeitwashisapologysoI

forgavehimbutmadeitclearthatIdon’twant

himnearme.Amanda,AmandaIhaven’tseen

norspokentoherinawhilenotthatIminded



butIhadtoseeifshewasfine.SoIboughther

groceriesandpackedtheminmybootand

luckilyafterpackingthemIsawher

approachingpicknpaysoIwaitedforher,she

walkedpastmewhichwasoddbecauseIwas

almostrightinfrontofher.“Amanda”Icalled

outforhersheturned

“Hey,Ididn’tseeyoutherehowareyou”

“Iamawesome.Ihaveyourgrocerieshere”

“Ohthanks,ohwownicerideyougot.Thatwas

fastconsideringthatyourcarwastampered

withyouknowhowinsurancecompaniesare

whenitcomestostufflikethat”

“Youknewaboutmyaccident?”Iwasshocked

abouthowmuchsheknew,likethisisthesame

personwhotextedmeabouthergroceriesI

wasbarelyoutofhospital.Sheseemed

shockedmyquestion

“Yes,yourfriendmentioneditwhat’shername?

Penny?”



“WhatdidIdo?”thatwasPenelopebehindus

weturned

“Youtoldheraboutmyaccident”

“Idid?WhenwasthatbecauseIdon’t

rememberhavingaconversationwithyou?”she

wasamazedIknewthatAmandawaslying

Pennydidn’tlikeheratallwhywouldshetell

heraboutanythingthatisaboutme.

“Okayyougotme,myroommatementionedit

she’sinyourclass”interestingisn’tit?

“Really?Whoisshe?”Iaskedgettingmore

curious

“KatlegoIdoubtyouwouldknowhersheisa

nobody,doesn’tbelong,quietandboring,you

knowoneofthosepeople”sheblurted

nervouslyPennyandIlookedateachother

“Oookayletmedropyouoffthen”shenodded

takingthebacksitwhilstPennytookthefront.I

drovetoparktownjustthinkingaboutwhat



Melisizwesaidafewdaysback.Wehelpedher

withtheshoppingbagsinsidethenquicklyleft.

Whenwegotinsidemycar,Isawajournal

layingonthefloorasIwascheckingifshetook

everythingIhadboughtIpickeditupanda

picturefellfromit,Ialsopickeditupandtomy

surpriseitwasastolenpicture,Iwasatthe

mallwithSegoinherstroller.Iopenedthe

journal,ithadpicturesofmysiblingsandmy

parents,friendsfrombackhome,Melisizwe,

SegoevenPenny,it’slikeshekepteverydetail

ofmylifeeveryoneclosetomePennylooked

overmyshoulder.“Getinthecar,I’mdriving”

shesaidthatshuttingthedoorsIsatatthe

frontpassengerseatlookingthroughthe

picture,picture’sIdidn’tevenknowexisted.

“Whatthehellisshedoingwithmypictures,it’s

likeshe’sobsessedwithmelookatthis”She

wasnowdriving

“ItoldyouIdidn’ttrustherbutyoudon’tlisten

weneedtoreadthatjournal…tapinyour



house’sco-ordinates”Ididasshesaidshe

wasn’tfamiliarwithMidrandbutshehadbeen

tomyplaceonce.Iwascompletelylosingit

howcanapersonknowsomuchaboutmylife

whilstIknewnothingabouther.Myhusband’s

wordsechoedinmyearsasIsearchedthrough

thepictures“she’stakingyouforaride.

Instinctsneverlie”
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AcallcamethroughitwasMelisizwe,Penelope

answeredusingthesteeringwheeltellinghimI

wasn’tokayandthatshewasdrivingmehome,

hegotworriedthinkingIwassickbutPenny

assuredhimIwasn’tandtoldhimtomeetusat

home.WhilstIwasbrowsingthroughAmanda’s

Journalitlookedlikeanartbookscrapbook

typeofthing,andshetookhertimeinto

decorating,organizingsomepictureswhere

pastedbutbeforeIcouldread“Ican’tbelieve

this,she’sfollowingusthedamnretardis

followingus”sheexclaimedcausingmetolook



upandyesAmandawasdrivingacarbehindus,

shewasonourtailIdidn’tknowshehadacar.I

wasslowlygettingfrustratedPennykeptdriving

andlosingherontheway,shedrovelikea

manicuntilwereachedhome,werushedinside

Melisizwewasalreadyhome.TheminuteI

walkedinhejumpedtome“what’sgoingon,

areyouokay?”

“I’mafine,youwereright,Amandahasascore

tosettle.ThisfellfromherbagIthink”

“Uhmokay?Soanyideaofwhatshewants?”

“Nobutweareabouttofindout”weallsaton

thecountertheywereviewingtheunpasted

pictureswhilstIreadthejournal,Istartedwith

mydad’spagesbecausethereweremanyof

hispicturessoIbrowsedthroughtogetas

muchdetailsasfastasIcould.

“Thefirstmantodisappointmeinthislife

beforetheboyfriendsandeveryotherliving

malespeciesnotbeingthereforme,howI



missedbeingwithhimonmybirthdays,

Christmas,awardsceremoniesatschoolwere

theworstI’dseehimfromafarwithher

daughter,feelingallproudforgettingthathe

hasanotherdaughterwhoisasmuchofahard

workerashisbastardofachild,mydadMzukisi

Mlamli”

Whatdidshesayherdadthatcan’tbeno!I

continuedreading“yesthat’srightthismanin

thepicturesaboveismydadandIamhis

secretchild,hisbiggestsecretthekeptchild,

theillegitimatechild.Theresultofanaffair,the

bastardakeptsecret,hekeepsmymouthshut

withhismoneybecausehedoesn’twanthis

preciouswife,preciouskidsfindingoutabout

theaffairandithurts.InmyentirelifeIhave

neverbeenaprioritywhenitcomestohim,his

preciousBusisiwecamefirstallthetime,I

couldtellfromthedistancethatshewasthe

favouritechild,thewayheboastedabouther

likeshewastheonlychildtoremyheartapart.I



washissecondbeststillis,canyoubelieveit?I

can’thavesomethingifshedoesn’thaveit,I

can’tdothisandthatbecausethePrecious

daughterisn’tdoingit.Imustbehaveacertain

way,talkacertainway,beobedientandbe

disciplinedallinallbeagoodgirllikehis

daughter.Hehasmademesmall,likeIam

nothingalwayscomparedmetotherestofhis

kidsmadesurethatIfeltthatIwashisbastard

child.TheyhadeverythingwhilstIgotthose

thingsafterthreateningtotellthesecret,

spillingthebeansabouttheaffair.Ihadtofight

foreverythingIhave.”Tearswerethreatening

myeyes,sodadcheatedonmymotherandlied

alltheseyears,IhaveIsisterandIknow

nothingaboutherbesidesthefactthatshehas

alwaysbeeninmylifegreetingmefroma

distance,makingsurethatIknowsheismy

biggestcompetitionwhenitcomestomy

schoolwork.Itallcameback,howeveryoneat

schoolwouldseetheresemblancebetweenthe



twoofusbutI’drubbishthosestatements,

she’sdarkskinnedandslimsoIneverpayed

attentiontothoserumours.

“Ohmyword,she’smysister,Amandaismy

sister!”Isaidthatoutloudtheytookthejournal

andread.Itookitagainandpagedthroughto

whereIcouldreadsomethingaboutme“you

goteverything,mydadahappyhome,hewas

thereonyourspecialdaysonyourgloomyday

andyourbestdays.Yougotallofhisloveand

whatdidIgethismoneyandcriticsallthetime.

lifehasbeeneasyforyou,alwayshappythat

daddywasaroundwhilstIwashurting,seeing

himtwoweekslaterorevenamonthlater

becauseheleftwithyouforyourholidays,

familyvacation,outingyounameit.Ineverhad

those,becauseofyouIcanneverknowwhatit

feelslikegoingoutwithyourparents,havinga

goodlaughwiththemallinallyoumademylife

alivinghell.Iamcomingforyouandyouwon’t

evenknow!”wowIwassoshockedbyallofthis,



howcansheblamemeforherparents’doings

andmistakes.Ineveraskedmydadtocheaton

mymotherandhaveher.Thishasnothingtodo

withme.Aloudknockcamethrough,actually

theybangedthedoorIwasstilldumbstruckby

allofthis.Melisizweattendedtoitandthere

shewas,howdidshegetpastthesecurity?He

openedforher“whatdoyouwant?”

“Icameforwhatbelongstome,myjournal”she

saidthatwithhereyesnarrowinghimwhilstI

triedpressingapanicbuttonthatwas

underneaththecounterwithouthernoticingbut

Icouldn’t,Isuddenlybecamescaredofher.I

didn’tknowwhatshe’scapableof.

“Hellobabysis,mindgivingmebackmy

journal”shehadthisstupidsmirkonherface.

Yesshewasacoupleofmonthsolderthanme

“Youplayedme”

“Anditwassoeasy,youaresonaïvelittlesis”

“Stopcallingmethat,sistersaresupposedto



protectoneanothernottrytokilleachother”

“Yeainafairy-talemaybebutnotinreality,my

pasekind”

“Whereyoubehindmycaraccident?”

“Obviouslyandthatmydearestsisterwasonly

thebeginning”shemovedclosertomebut

Melisizweblockedherandshebackedaway.

“Why?I‘mnottheonewhosleptwithamarried

man,Iamnotthewhochosetokeepyouasa

secretwhygoaftermeandnothim,whatdidI

everdotoyou?”

“You’rereallyslowforasmartpersonbutI’ll

educateyouhurtingyoumeanshurtinghim,

withyoudeadIcanlivemylifehappily,andI

meanIwillgethisundividedloveand

attention…nowcalldaddydearestandtellhim

aboutyourbelovedsisterandohputhimon

speaker.

“Iwilldonosuch”Isaidthatboldlyand



instantlyregrettedit

“Ohtrustmeyouwill”shewaspointingagunat

myHusband’sheadandhewasafewinches

awayfromitbutlookedcalmandIwasalready

intears

“Amandayouneedtocalmdown,killingallof

uswillgetyouintotroublewiththelaw”that

wasMelisizwemovingslowlyinherdirection

“Shutup!YoudaretryanythingIpromiseyouI

willusethis!”

“Okayfinebutunderstandthis,youwillonly

makehimhateyou”hestillspokewithatrigger

awayfromhishead

“SHUTTHEFUCKUP!”hesurrendered

“AmandaPlease,don’tdothis”thatwasPenny

beggingher

“IsaidSHUTTHEFUCKUP!”

“Beagoodgirllikeyouhadalwaysbeenand

calldad”PennyhandedmemyphoneIfiddled



withittearsstrollingdownmyfacetryingtodial

mydad’snumberheansweredafterwhatfelt

likeforever

“Busisiwe?”

“Dad”Isaidthatsniffing

“What’swrong?Areyoucrying?”

“Amanda’shere,shewantstotalktoyou?”

“What?”hewasclearlyshockedyoucouldtell

fromhistone

“Surprisedaddydearest,Iamhavingareunion

withmyBab…”“BAAM!BAAM!BAAM!”three

gunshotssomeonepushedmetothefloors,I

don’tknowwhathappenedwhoshotwho,my

eyeswerecompletelyshutandIalmost

crappedmyself
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IslowlyopenedmyeyesandscreamedwhenI

sawMelisizwebesidemelayingonthefloor

bleedingfromhisstomach,hewasinsomuch



paingroaningLungatoldmetopressonhard

onhisstomach.Idon’tknowwhenhegotin

here,Amandawasalsoonthefloorbleeding

fromherback.Penelopecamewithclean

towelsfromthebathroomandhandedthemto

meLungawasonthephonewithagunonhis

onehand.Iwasintears,thiswasallmyfaulthe

can’tdieonmeIkeptapologisingtoMelisizwe

hetriedspeakingoutofpain“I’llbefine,don’t

cryIloveyou”wasallhemanagetosay.I

smiledbetweenmytears.Lungainstructedhim

nottotalkashewasstraininghimselfandtry

byallmeanstostayawaketoavoidfallinginto

acoma.Momentslaterparamedicsrushedin

andattendedbothmyhusbandandAmanda.

TheymovedmeawayfromMelisizweeven

thoughIwouldn’tletthemmyhandswerefull

ofhisbloodbutIcouldn’tcareless,Amanda

wasstillalivenotthatIwantedherdead.And

thepolicewerealsotheretalkingtoPenelope

andLunga.IfollowedMelisizwe’sstretcherto



theambulancethat’swhenIsawmaSophie

andSegocomingmyway.“Pleasetakecareof

herma”thatallIcouldsaybeforeclimbing

insidetheambulancewiththeparamedics.

Residentswerewatchingthewholething,our

placemarkedwithayellowplasticstring.We

reachedMorningsidehospitaltheyrushedhim

insideandIwasrunningafterthem,butthey

stoppedmewhentheyreachedERandtoldme

towaitoutside.Icriedslidingdownthewallto

thefallhuggingmylegswithmyheadburiedon

mylegs,momentslatersomeonesatnextto

meandhuggedme.IlookedupitwasPenny

andLungawasnexttoher.“I’llgofindout

what’shappeningokay,staystrongMelisizweis

afighterhewillsurvivethisI’llbeback”hesaid

thatlookingallworried,liketryingbyallmeans

toconvincehimselfmorethanconvincingmeI

nodded.Hewalkedaway.

“Comelet’sgetyoucleanedup”thatwasPenny

Inoticedhowbloodymyclotheswere.She



stoodupandhelpedmeup.Shehadmybag

withherandaskedforabathroomfroma

passingnurseshedirectedus.Everyonewas

lookingatmelikeIwascrazy.Iwashedmy

bloodyhandswhichwasquiethardbecausethe

bloodwasdryingup,Imovedtomyfacewhich

alsohadhisafterdoingsosheinstructedmeto

takeoffmybloodyclothes.Ididandshe

handedmeapairofjeggingsandoneofmy

husband’st-shirtsandahoodie.Theysmelled

likehim,tearsstreameddownmyface

rememberingthatIwasthereasonhewashere,

hadIlistenedtohimnoneofthiswould’ve

happened.PennyhuggedIcriedsohard

thinkingofallthetimeshetoldmetolistento

myinstincts,whenhetoldmetostayawaybutI

didn’tlisten.Ibrokefreefromthehugand

walkedout.Shefollowedafterme.Wesat

downatthewaitingroomnexttoER,Lunga

wasnowheretobefoundandthatalonegotme

allworried.Ikeptsniffingandcryingsilently.



Prayingandhopingthathewillbeokay,Iwas

tooyoungtobeawidowandIcouldn’timagine

mylifewithouthim.ThenIthoughtofSego,she

wastooyoungtobefatherlessMelisizwehad

tofightforus,ourlittlefamily.“Lesego!Where

isshe?”Iaskedknowingverywellthatour

housewasnowacrimesceneandpossiblythe

policewon’tletanyonein.

“She’satLunga’splace,hedroppedthemoff

beforewecamehere.She’sfinemyfrienddon’t

worry”Inoddedandburiedmyheadinbetween

mythighs…Ikeptrecallingabouttheshooting

butallIcouldrememberwassomeonepushing

metothefloorthenIrealisedthathetooka

bulletformethatiswhyhewaslayingnextto

me,heprotectedmehesavedmylife,my

husbandsavedmylifetearskeptfloodingfrom

myeyes,Icouldn’tkeepthemfromfalling

prayedendlesslyforhislife.Myphonekept

ringingfromPennyshegaveittomeonceItold

herIdon’twanttotalktoanyonemore



especiallymydadit’shisfaultweallhere,his

lies,hissecretshissins.

HourslaterLungasurfacedfromthedoor

wearingthetheatregownsIjumpedfrommy

seattohim.“Howishe,pleasetellmehewillbe

makeitthathewillcomebacktome”he

nodded

“hewillcomebacktoyouhisoutofdanger,

theywrappinguptheoperationtwobulletswere

removedfromhimhewillbefinehisdoctorwill

informyouthoughIwasjustobserving”I

sighedoutofrelief

“CanIseehimplease?”

“I’msureDrMolapowillletyouseehimafter

theydonewithhim,ifnotIwillpullafewstrings

foryouokay”

“Thankyou”henoddedgoingbackinandwe

wentbacktoourseatsandwaited,Iwasabit

relievedthathewasgoingtobefinebutIhadto

seehim,justtomakesurethatLungawas



beinghonest.MomentslaterDrMolapo

surfacedandwassurprisedtoseemeagain.

“MrsJonathan,youagain?”

“DrMolapo,technicallyyoucouldsay”

“Seemslikeyou’rethemostwantedcouplein

Joburgrightnow”thenhechuckledand

composinghimselfseeingthatIkeptastraight

face.“uhmgreatnewsyourhusbandwillbepull

through,thetwobulletsdidn’tdomuchdamage

sohewillbefinewithinafewweeks,andwe

haveoperatedandremovedthem.Heshouldbe

upinafewhoursandI’llletyouseehimfora

minutesnowthenyouwillhavetoleavehe

needstorest.”

“Thanksshallwe?”henoddedturnedtoleadthe

waybutstoppedonhistracks,andturnedagain

tofaceme.“AmandaMlamli,theother

victim/youknowher?”wowshewasnowusing

dad’ssurname,lifeisfullofsurprisesne

“Yes,she’smysi…family”



“Sheisalsooutofdangerbutunderpolice

guard…”Icuthimshort,Iwantednothingtodo

withAmandaandIcouldn’tcarelessifshewas

fineornot

“PleasecanIseemyhusband?”

“Sorry,youcanfollowafterme”Iwalkedtohis

ward,hehadaprivateroomIstoodbythedoor

afterDrMolapoleftandbreathedalittle.I

walkedinhewasusinganoxygenmaskfor

breathing,machineswerebeepingnexttohim.I

slowlywalkedtohissideandsatnextonthe

chairbesidehim,tearsflowedoutofmyeyes

heseemedsopeacefulthoughlikehewasn’tin

painoranything.Iheldhishandandkissedit.I

couldn’tutteraword,Ihadthishugelumpon

mythroatIjustkeptwipingmytearswiththe

otherfreehand.LungaenteredwithPennyand

stoodontheothersideofhisbed.

“Atleasthisoutofdangermyfriend,soonhe

willbemakingyouglowlikenobody’sbusiness”



Igiggledinbetweenthetears.

“Thanksforbeinghere”

“Anythingformybestfriendanddon’thesitate

tocallme,staystrongneIcomeseeyou

tomorrowIloveyou”shehandedmemyphone

whileInodded.

“ipulledafewstringssoyoucanstayoverfor

aslongasyouwant”

“ThanksLunga,sowhatreallyhappened?”Ijust

wantedtoknowhowhegotshothebreathed

andsatdown

“WhenIgottoyourplace,Iheardhimpleading

talkingaboutagunandtroublewiththelawsoI

walkedbacktomycartogetagunandcheck

outwhatwashappening.WhenIsurfacedfrom

thedoorhimandIspokesuingoureyes,the

planwastogetyoutwotolaydownwithout

Amandanoticingandthentakinghergun,no-

onewasmeanttogetharmedbutshewasto

fastshenoticedthatsomethingwashappening



soshestartedshootingatyourdirectionbut

Melisizwetookthebulletblockedyourway

gettingshotintheprocessandIwasslowtake

herdown.Shootingpeopleisn’tsomethingIdo,

ImeanIsavepeopleandnotkillthembutIhad

toputmydoctormodeawayforamomentI

wasabitlateatdoingthatIamsorry”

“Don’tapologise,youdidwhatyoucouldand

thankyouforthat…soareyouintroublewith

thepolice?”

“No,notreallytheystillhavetoinvestigatebutI

amsuretheywillbebacksoonwithanarrest

warrant”

“IamsosorryLungathisisallmyfault”

“Iwouldsavemybrotherinaheartbeatover

andoveragainevenifitmeansbeingarrested,

don’tbeatyourselfoverthisokay,ifsomething

hadtohappenitwasgoingtohappenoneway

ortheother,justtakecareofmybrother”I

noddedagain



“Ihavetodriveyourgorgeousfriendhomeand

checkonyourkid.Callmeifyouneedanything

okay”Inoddedandafewminuteslaterthey

walkedoutleavingmewithmyhusbandin

completesilencewithjustthemachines

beeping,Ifellasleeptotheirsoundwithmylegs

curledupinthechairandmyheadburiedon

them.
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Iwokeupwithmylegscrampingup,myback

hurtingbecauseofthepositionIfellasleepin.I

stoodupandstretchedsatdownagain

checkingthetime,itwasalreadymorningjusta

fewminutesafter8andmyhusbandhasn’t

wokenupyet.Igotfrustratedandsatonthe

littlespaceonhisbed“Iknowyoutoldmeto

stayaway,tolistentomyinstincts,tokeepmy

distancebutIdidn’tlisten.Youkeptsayingthe

samethingbutIwastoostubborntolisten.I

should’velistenedtoyou,donewhatyoutold

metodo.Iamsorrybabe,Iambeggingyou



pleasecomebacktomeIneedyoutowakeup,

Segoneedsyoutoo.Iwantyoutotellmehow

beautifulamI,howblessedyouaretohaveme,

howmuchyouloveme.Iwanttohearyour

deepvoiceyetagain,Iwanttolookintoyour

eyesandseetheloveyouhaveforme,Ineed

youtocallmenunusagain,yournunuberryGod

knowshowmuchIhatebutatthesametime

lovethat.IneedyoutocomebacktomeokayI

loveyou,Ineedmyhusbandback.Iamsorry

fornotlisteningtoyouIpromiseIwillwhenyou

wakeup,Iamsorryforbeingstupidbabe

pleasejustwakeup,Ijustcan’timaginemylife

withoutyou.”tearswerefloodingdownmy

closedeyesuntilIfelthishandwipingthem,I

couldtellfromthetouchitwashishandsI

quicklyopenedthemandasmilecurvedonmy

face.Hewaswideawake,Iwould’vejumpedat

himbutIwasgoingtohurthim.Hetookoffhis

maskbeforespeaking

“YoureallyarestupidbutIloveyoustillmy



nunuberrynowcomeandgiveyourmansome

love”hepoutedhislipsformetokiss,Ijust

peckedthemandmovedawaybuthecaught

myhandanddeepenedthekiss

“Andyoucamebacktome”Isaidthatgiggling

abitafterpullingawaybyforce.

“Iwasupearlieronbutyouwerefastasleep”he

flinchedinpaintryingtositup.Ihelpedhimsit

upandfixinghispillows

“Whydidn’tyouwakemeup?”

“Andmissonthebeautifulsweetspeechyou

justmade?I’mgladIdidn’t”heflinchedeach

timehespokelikehewasreallyinpain.I

giggledathowmuchhecanbeanidiot.

“Goodtoseethatyou’refinallyawakeMr

Jonathanhowareyoufeelingtoday?”spokeDr

Molapowalkingtous

“BetterthanyesterdayDoc,butthisshitis

painful”hisDrchuckledandturnedtome



“Iseeyouhaven’tleft”Ijustnoddedand

focusedonmyhusbandanursecamein

carryingacontainerandtowel.

“CleanuphiswoundformeIneedtocheckit

now”heinstructedthenurseandshelookedat

myhusbandandgaspedalittle.Heremovedhis

whitebandagethiswaswrappedaroundhis

waistthenremovedtheotheronthatlooked

likeplasticyoucouldperfectlyseehiswound

withoutremovingit.Shecleanedhimupwhilst

hisDrwasaskingsomequestionsabouthow

hefeltandwhatnot.Iwasfocusingonthe

nurseonhowsheseductivelycleanedthe

woundupdowntohisunwoundedtorsoorwas

itallinmymindbutIsaidnothinginstead

clearedmythroatwhichstartledheralittleafter

shewasdone,shewasinstructedtodresshim

upandgivehimhismedicationafterhavinghis

breakfast,nothardbreakfastsoftfoodsalone.

Theywalkedoutandminuteslaterhisbreakfast

arrived,itwassoftporridgeandknowing



Melisizwehewasn’tgoingtolikeithewasfull

ofnonsenseswhenitcametohisfood.

“What’sforbreakfast?”

“Softporridge”

“Andwho’sgoingtoeatthat?”heaskedwitha

disgustedfacialexpression

“You,you’rethepatient”itookitandsatcloser

tohimandfedhimaspoon

“I’mnoteatingthis,ittasteshorrible”

“Comeonbabe,justafewscoopssoyoucan

haveyourmeds”

“NoLilithaIcan’teatthis”

“PleasejustfortodaythenI’llbringyou

somethingnice,somethingthatyoumightlike”

“No,younotfeedingSegoyouknow”Igiggled

“Okaywhatareyougoingtoeatthen?”

“You”hiseyeswereonminehelookedhotin

hisdeathbedstill,Ijustblushed



“Imeantfoodyoupervert”hechuckledtryingso

hardnottohurthimself

“Asmoothieissomuchbetterthanthat”

“AndwherewillIgetasmoothieinahospital”

“Comeonyou’resmart,callLungaorthinkof

something”hewasnowbullingmeokayhewas

beingimpossible,IcalledLungalettinghim

knowthathewasupandwantedasmoothie

andhetoldmehewasonhisway.

“MrJonathan,Ihaveyourmedicationoverhere”

shesaidthatwithastupidgrinonherface

“Youcanleaveitoverthere,Iamstillwaitingfor

mybreakfast”

“Whataboutyoursoftporridge”

“Wouldyoueatthat?CozIwouldn’t”heasked

annoyed

“I’llcomebacklaterthenwithyourmeds”

“noleavethemovertheremywifewillmake



sureIhavethemafterbreakfast”hethen

focusedonme,Iknowhedidthatonpurpose

“comegiveyourmansomesugar”Igiggledas

sheleftswayingherbigbutt,likelargeatleast

shehadshape.

MomentslaterLungawalkedinwithPenny’s

armhookedonhisarmandshewasgigglingI

justlookedatherpuzzled“yobabybro”helet

goofherarmandshewalkedtomysideand

huggedmewhilstLungahandedhimhistake

awaysmoothiethankinghim.

“Bigkidhowareyou,Iseeyou’resmilingtoday”

“IamfinethanksLunga,howareyou?”Iasked

smiling

“GreatnowthatIhavemetyourgorgeousfriend,

howcomeyounevermentionedthat?”

“Youneverasked”

“IactuallydidbutI’llletitslideokay”Pennywas

allsmilesIwonderedifanythinghappened



betweenthetwobecauselasttimeIchecked

shewaswithourlecturerandnow?Iwaslostin

thoughtaboutthatwhenIheardthemtalking

aboutmyfatherinlaw

“DadcalledfumingbraaskingwhyIdidn’tcall

himandasformamabrashewasbreathingfire,

havingtofindoutaboutitfromyourfatherin

lawwhohasnoideaofwhatwashappening

overheremadeitworse.Youknowhowishe

whenheismad,heisacompletedifferent

personfromthedadIknowandwealllove”

thatwasLungahewasreferringtomy

husband’sdadashis?

“Dad?”theybothlookedatmeamazed

“Don’ttellyoudon’tknowthatwearebrothers”

thatwasLungalookingatmeamused

“What?”Iaskedshocked

“Wowbabybro,uhowkanti?Doyouguystalk

orjustshagallthetime?”hewaslaughing

Melisizwejoinedhimleavingmejawdropped



“Wearebrothersbybloodbabe,justfrom

differentmothersandIamthehandsomeone”

Myhusbandfinallyspokeafterlaughingatme

andtheyweresocausalaboutit.

“Stoplyingtoyourselfman,youknowIgotthe

juice”theybothchuckledasLungawas

brushinghisbeard

“Haw!bigkid,Ithoughtyouweresmart,Imean

lookatusandIdidsayhewasmybrotherfrom

anothermother”buttheydidn’tlookalikehe

waspurecoloured,buthadthesameeyesjust

thatLunga’sweremuchbiggerthanmy

husband’s“Ilooklikemymomsostopstaring”

“Ithoughtyouwerefriends”

“bestfriendsbutmostimportantlybrothers”I

didn’tbelievethis,thismeanttheirdadalso

cheatedonmamawhichiswhyhegotalong

withmydadbutLungawasnosecretright.

“DrLungaJonathan”weallturnedtothedoor

anditwasthepolice“willyoucomedowntothe



stationwithusweneedtoclarifyafewthings

withyousir.AndalsoIwillbeneedingyour

statements,allofyou”twoofthemremained

behindtotakeMelisizwe’sStatementandthe

othertwoescortedPennyLungaandI

downstairsoutsidethehospitalbuilding,we

managedtogetthemtoagreetoususing

Lunga’scartothestation.
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OnthewaytothepolicestationLungacalled

hislawyerinforminghimaboutourtriptothe

station,hepromisedtobetherewhengetthere

wewereallsilentinthecar,Iwasmoreworried

aboutLungainhislineofworkheshouldn’tbe

havingagunevenworseusingitsohecould

possiblylosehislicenceoverthisiftheydecide

tochargehim.Theyputusintoseparate

interrogationroom,Imademystatement,

startedwiththeeventsfromtheverybeginning

upuntilnow.Thentheyquestionedme,asking

thesamequestionsindifferentwaysoverand



overagainbutIhadnothingtohide.Afterhours

ofbeinginterrogatedtheyfinallyletusgo

Lungawalkedoutwithhislawyer,helooked

drainedbuthestilljokedaround.Iwas

exhausted,hungry,anddrowsyIneededmy

sleep.

“Youlookawfulbigkid,ifMelisizwecouldsee

yourightnowhewoulddefinitelybeturnedoff

rightnow”Ichuckledhittinghisshoulderalittle

theotherslaughedasweallwalkedout

“Moron”

“Butseriouslythough”

“Asifyoulookanybetter”hechuckled“sohow

diditgo?”hislawyerwalkedtohiscarleaving

usstandingnexttoLunga’s

“Theynotchargingmeyet,actuallytheynot

surewhattochargemeoffsothey’llgetback

tomewhentheyhavefiguredthatoutbutI

don’tthinkI’lldoanytime”



“Isthatwhattheysaid?”

“Mylawyerthinksso,actuallyheseemssure”I

noddedweallgotinsideandhedrovemetohis

placethenhehadtodroppedPennyhome.He

hadanicedoublestoryhouse,notenormous

andhousebutanintimateonebutyoucouldtell

aguyownedit,itshoutedIamabachelor.I

wentinsidemaSophiecametomeandhugged

mewhichwasunexpectedbuthey.Segowas

onherfeetnexttothecoffeetable,Iwas

surprisedbythattheminuteIspokeshesat

downandcrawledtomegiggling.Iscoopedher

up.

“Heybabymissedme”Iplantedkissesonher

faceshewasgiggledtouchingmyface.“What

canIeat,IamsohungryIcouldeatyouup

Sego”Iimitatedeatingherupfromstomach

shefoundthathilarious.

“There’sfoodfromlastnight,papandlamb

stewshouldIwarmitupforyou?”sheasked



behindmewithSego’sbottleinherhand.I

noddedandsheturnedtotheotherway.Isat

onthecouchwithSego,cartoonswereplaying

soshefocusedonthatlaidonherstomach,

tiltingherheadwithanarm.Itwasabeautiful

sightthatIhadtocapture,thewayshewasso

serious.Ihadmylatelunchanddepartedtothe

bathroomforalongbathIneededit.Iusedthe

newtowelsthatIMaSophiehandedtome.I

stayedinthewaterforthelongesttimeever

thatIstartedtofallasleepsoIgotupandoff

thendriedmyselfwrappingatowelovermy

body,cleaningthebathtub.IlotionandIhad

nothingtowear.JustasIwasthinkingabout

thatMaSophieknockedandshehandedmeon

ofourtravellingbags,shehadpackedafewof

myclothessoItookoutmypyjamasandgot

dressed.Iwalkedout,Iwasusingoneofthe

bedroomdownstairs,justnexttothestaircase.

ItookSegoandwenttobedwithherandof

courseshemademeregretdoingsobecause



shedidn’twanttosleep,keptplayingwithmy

nose,lips,haireyesyounameit.Onehandon

myfaceandtheothersupportingherbottlethat

shewassuckingonsheeventuallyfellasleep

butIcouldn’tanymore.SoItookmyphone,I

hadloadsofmissedcalls,messagesfrommy

parents,Melisizwe’sparents,andbothour

siblings.Idecidedtocallmama,mymotherin

law.Shepickeduponasecondring.

“LilithaIhavebeentryingtogetholdofyou,

whyaren’tyouansweringyourphone.Doyou

knowhowmanytimesIhavebeentryingto

reachyou,howwillItrustyoutotakecareof

mysonifyoucan’tevencallusatatimelike

this?Doyouwantmetodiehuh?”atanydayI

would’velaughedbutsincesheseriously

scoldingmeIletherbe.

“IamsorrymaIgotheldupatthestation

earliersoIcouldn’treallycallyouoranyonefor

thatmatter”intheoutmosttruthcalling

everyonewasthelastthingonmymind,Ijust



wantedtomakesurethatMelisizwewasfine.

“Yintonileniyenzayokwelogoli?”(Whatis

happeningoverthere?)“Firstyoucrashyourcar

andnowmysongetsshotwhatthehellis

happeningwithyoutwo?”Ibreathedbefore

respondingtoher

“Tocutalongstoryshort,takaSegogotshot

tryingtosavememathebulletsweremeantfor

menothim”

“Ofcoursehewouldsaveyou!Whywereyou

targeted?”

“Iamkindofpayingformydad’ssinsma,he

keptusinthedarkabouthisotherdaughterand

nowshehatesshewantsmedeadmama”

“What?Whereareyourightnowandwherewas

mygrandchildwhenallofthishappened?”I

couldhearfromhertonethatshewasshocked

“I’matLunga’splacema…Ihonestlydon’tknow

maallIknowisthattheyweren’tathome”



“Oh…yourdadandmyhusbandshouldbe

landinginanhourmakesuretheyarepickedup

fromtheairport”

“I’llmakesureLungapicksthemupmabutfor

nowIneedtorest…bye”

“It’sBhut’Lungatoyou…bye”Ichuckled

Bhut’Lungaseriously?We’llseeaboutthat.

ThenIthoughtofmyfather,whywashe

cominghere?LikeIwasn’treadytoseehim,I

won’tseehimasthesamemanthatpickedme

upfromschooleverydaythemanthatItrusted

withmywholebeing,inmyeyeshewasthe

biggestdeceiverofalltimes.ThenIthoughtof

thepainmymomisfeelingrightnow,well

that’sifsheknowswhatherhusbandhasdone.

ImadeamentalnotetocallherwhenIwakeup.

IsentLungaatextsohecanpickuphisdad

andmine.Iimmediatelyfellasleep.

HourslaterSegosmackedthehelloutofme,if

shewasn’tachildIwould’veflipped.WhenI



openedmyeyeshewassmilingatmeandthat

alonesoothedmyheart,Icheckedthetimeit

wasjustafter5,Istoodupandfreshenedupin

thebathroom.Ifixedmybedthentookouta

maxidressbecauseIcouldhearmalevoiceson

theothersideoftheroomandluckilyIfounda

headwraptoo.IchangedintothemthenIcalled

mymombeforewalkingout.Shewashurtand

angrythatherhusbandliedtoherformore

18yearsandintheprocessputtingusindanger

allbecauseofhissecrets.Wespokealittleshe

askedhoweverythingwasthissidewithraising

Segoandthemother.Shetoldmethatshewas

trulyproudofmebutshedoesn’tthinkshecan

dowhatIamdoingrightnow,raisinganother

woman’schildbutshedidelaboratethatour

casesweredifferent,Amandawasaresultof

anaffairandSegowasn’t.Shedidn’tsoundlike

thewomanthatraisedme,shewastornfrom

hervoiceyoucouldtellthatshewasfarfrom

beingokay.Shetriedbyallmeanstosound



strongandcheerfulbutshefaileddismallyshe

waslike“Iwould’vepreferredforhimtoslapme

withthetruththanliesnowIdon’tknowwhat

hasbeenrealandthetruthofmylife,itfeels

likemymarriagewasbuiltonliesfromday,I

don’tknowifIcanstaywithhimanymore,Iam

justnotstrongenough”.Ihateddadfordoing

thattoher,forbreakingherspirithermotherly

spiritallwithliesitwaswaycruelofhimtodo

that
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Afterlisteningandtalkingtomyheartbroken

mom,Idecidedtocallmysiblingsthrougha

conferencecalljustbuyingtimeIwasinno

moodtoseemydad,Idon’tevenknowwhyhe

camehere.IhadnothingtosaytohimandI

hatedhimforbreakingmymom.Momnever

spoketousabouthermaritalproblemsbut

todayshecouldn’tstopherselfshejustpoured

herheart.Eventhoughshedoesn’tbelievein

divorceandseparationIcouldtellfromtheway



shespokethatshewasconsideringitandI

don’tblameher.Noxolosaidshewaswithmom

athomeandshedoesn’tlookgood,Sonwabile

waslividhischoiceofwordssaiditallbutI

understooddadwasmoreofhisrolemodel

whenitcomestofamily.Dadwasafamilyman

andhewasn’tafraidtogivemomaffectionin

frontofus,likehecherishedherand

worshippedherIdon’tknowwhatwentwrong

forhimtocheat.Segobeingherdemanded

attentionsoIbidmysiblingsfarewellthen

attendedtoher,herbottlewasfinishedsoIhad

tomakeherfoodwhichwasatotalblur

consideringthefactthatIdidn’tfeellikeseeing

myfathereitherwaysIwasgoingtoseehim

becauseIhadtovisitmymanatthehospital.

Icarriedherandwalkedout,myeyesmetup

withmydad’shewasseatedonthecouch

facingthestaircase.Mybloodboiled,itfeltlike

hehadtriggeredsomethingbyjustlookingat

methatawakenedthisangerinmeIwalkedto



thelivingareexchangedgreetingwithmyfather

inlawwhilstbeggingmyselftocalmdownand

beaspoliteasIpossiblycan.Iturnedtohim

andexchangedgreetingswithhimthenwalked

offifonlyhecouldseethroughmerightnowI

wasexplodinginsideIwantedtotellhim

exactlywhatIthoughtofhimandhowIfeelbut

Iwasn’traisedlikethatandI’llalwaysbeachild

andhimmyelder,parentnomatterwhat.Ma

SophiewascookingsoIsatwithinthekitchen

whilstIfedSegoherpurityLungawalkedin

dresseduphetoldmetogetreadyweareall

drivingtothehospital.IfinishedupwithSego

thenputherdowninthelivingsoshecanplay.I

tookacardiganandmyhandbag.Iquickly

madehimasmoothieforhimthenwealldrove

tothehospitalleavingMaSophieandSego

behind.Itwasthelongestdriveeverwithmy

dadhispresenceannoyedmebutthankstomy

earphonesthatIalwayskeptinmybagI

pluggedthemintoavoidsmallchatswithhim,I



knowitwasrudebutinordertokeepmycoolI

neededthem.

WefoundMelisizwewatchingTV,myparents

occupiedtheseatsnexttohisbedsoIstoodby

thewindowfoldingmyarmsandheextended

hisarmformetocomecloserandmademesit

onthebednexttohim.Heplayedwithmyhand

whilsttalkingtothemenintheroom,dad

walkedoutafterhisphoneranganditwas

AmandathenIwonderedhowshewasyesshe

didmewrongstillshewasmyfather’sdaughter.

Hecamebackawhilelater,probablyanhour

laterthatmust’vebeenonelongcallIthought

tomyselfafewminuteslatertheybid

Melisizwegoodbye.

“Sis’Lilithawe’llwaitforyouinthecarne”

Sis’Lilithasincewhenhehadthisstupidgrinon

hisface,IsweartheJonathanbrothersare

crazymoreespeciallythesetwo,Inodded

surprisedbythissuddenchangeinthewayhe

callme,actuallyIwantedtolaughbutmydadin



lawwasfacingus.Theyleftafterthat.

“Youokay?”askedMelisizwestillplayingwith

myhand

“I’mokay,howareyoufeeling?”

“Tryagain”IhuffedbeforespeakingIwasfar

frombeingokay

“No,I’mnot”

“Icantellsotalktome”

“Canwenottalk?”helookedatme“Ijustdon’t

feellikecrying”henodded

“Okay,justknowI’mherewhenyoureadytotalk,

literallyne”Ichuckledatthat

“Sohowarefeeling”

“Stillpainfulbutthisnumbsthepain”hesaid

thatreferringtothedriponhisarm

“I’msorry”

“I’llbefinenostress...butbepreparedforan

excruciatingpunishmentfornotlistening”I



giggledwechattedalittleshowinghimSego’s

pictureuntilLungacalled,Ihadforgottenabout

him orratherthemIneededmycarback,I

thoughttomyself.IsaidmygoodbyesandIleft

afterkissingmyhusband.

WhenIgotinsidetheyalllookedirritatedI

wantedtolaughbutIapologizedforkeeping

themwaitinginstead.Wedrovehome,my

moodwaslighternowbutIwasn’treadytotalk

tomyfatheryet.AfterdinnerIwenttomyroom

withSego,momentslatersomeoneknocked,I

instructedthemtocomeinsideanditwas

daddydearest.IwasalreadyinbedwithSego

whowassleepysuckingonherbottle.Hesat

onthecouchthatwasfacingourbed.

“Iamsorryaboutwhathappenedtoyour

husbandmychild,Itoldyoursis…Amandato

pleadguiltytoeverythingandnottopress

chargesagainstLunga”Ihuffedeachwordhe

saidmademeangryandhereallywasn’t

apologising,itwasmoreofagiveherwhatshe



wantstoheartypeofthingthat’showproudmy

dadis

“youdorealisethatLunga’scasehasnothingto

withAmandapleadingguiltyornotit’sinthe

state’shandsnowtheprosecutionandhis

careercouldgodownthedrainjustlikethatall

becauseofyourliesandsecrets”Ihadmy

voiceraiseforthefirsttimespeakingtomydad

“Youwon’ttalktomelikethat,Icanstill

disciplineyou”

“Letmeseeyoutrytata,disciplinemeforwhat

tellingthetruth?UnlikeyouI’mnohypocriteyou

raisedmetobealwayshonestnottohidemy

emotionsandnowyouwanttohitmewhen

voicethemoutthengoaheadtatahitmeallyou

likebutitwon’tchangehowIfeelaboutyou

rightnowinsteadwillmakemehateyoueven

more”hekeptquietfiddlingwithhishands,I

wasnowspeakingsoftlytryingsohardnotto

cry“youknowIalmostdiedtataallbecauseof



younotoncebuttwiceforsomethingIdidn’tdo,

myhusbandisinhospitalandforwhat?Your

mistakes?Yourlies?Everythinggoingwrongin

mylifeisyourfault!Youdestroyedmymother,

youknowhowbrokenshewaswhenIcalledher

earlier?Ispoketoacompletedifferentperson

andnotmymotherthewomanwhoraisedme.

Areyouhappytatanowthateverythingisa

messareyou,areyouhappythatyoumessed

herupthatyouhavebrokenher?Ialways

thoughtyou’rethemostawesomehusbandin

theworldseeinghowmamawasalwayshappy,

singingyourpraiseshowshesmiledeachtime

youcamebackfromworkorwhereveryou

camefrombutitwasallalie,nothingbutlies.

Makingafooloutofher,outofusallmadeus

believeinahappilyeverafterafairytalethat

didn’texist.Whathappenedtobeingamanof

principle,amanwithmoralsamanwho

respectedhiswifeandkids,youarenothingbut

awolfinsheep’sclothing”



“That’senoughBusisiwe”hesaidthatwith

authority“Iwon’thaveyoucallingmebynames

Iamstillyourfather”

“LasttimeIcheckedrespectwasearnednot

demanded”

“Busisiwe!”hecommanded

“IamnotBusisiwe,youmarriedmeoff

remember?Pleaseleavedad,gobacktowhere

everyoucamefromorbetteryetgotomy

dearestsistersheneedsyoumorethanI

actuallydoandguesswhatshewillbehappyto

haveyounoscratchthatshewillbethrilledto

haveyouandtorespectyou…youhavelostall

ofmyrespectIdon’tknowwhoyouare”.With

thatsaidIcoveredmyselfwiththecovers

cuddlingSego.SecondslaterIheardhimleave

myroomIhuffedinfrustrationandswitchedoff

mylamp
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AfterconfrontingmydadIfeltlighterbutthat



wasonlyhalfofthethingsIwantedtosayto

himbutIcouldn'thavesaidthemwithoutbeing

rudetohimsoIletitgo.Hewasstillmyfather

andmyeldersospeakinganyhowwithhim

didn’tfeelrightIwastaughttosendamessage

acrosswithoutbeingrudeevenwithmypeers.

Segowentbacktosleepforthelasttime

aroundsixamandIdecidedtowakeup.Iwent

forshowerlotionthengotdressedinmyone

maxidressandaheadwrap,Iseriouslyneeded

togobackhome,livingherewas

inconveniencingmylifemyschedule.Imadea

mentalnotetocallthedetectivehandlingour

caseforthat,theymustbedonewithcollecting

evidenceandallandIamsureLunganeedshis

space.ThehousewasawfullyquietsoI

switchedontheTVbeforewalkingtothe

kitchenareaIwashedandsterilizedSego’s

bottlesthenmadebreakfast.Lungacamedown

stillinhispyjamas.

“Morningkiddo”Ilookedupathimashesaton



thekitchencounter,Itookoutaplatetoserve

himseeminglyhewastheonlypersonwhowas

upbesideme.

“FrombigkidtoSis’Lilithaandnowkiddo?You

areseriouslyconfused”hechuckledabit

“coffee,tea,juiceorwater

“Coffeeplease…Iwasbeingrespectful,your

hubby’sdadwouldthrowafitifheheard

that…bythewaybigkidandkiddowilldowhen

heisnotaround”IchuckledatthatIthoughtas

much

“IkindoflikeSis’Lilithathough”helaughedasI

placedhisbreakfastinfrontofhim

“ThankyouforbreakfastSis’Lilitha”

“Pleasure…doyouminddrivingmebackto

MidrandIneedtosortsomestuffoutorbetter

yetyoucanalwaysborrowmeyourcar”

“Nicetry,youaren’tgoinganywherenearmy

steeringwheel”IlaughedhedroveaRange



Rovermostofthetime“I’llbeyourchauffeurfor

thetimebeing”

“MyownpersonaldriverIlike,thankyou”Ialso

satdownwithmybreakfast.

“It’sactuallynicehavingpeoplearoundhere”he

saidaftersippingonhiscoffee

“ButI’msureyoumissyourspacepeace,with

noSegocryingherlungsoutwithherpatient

nannyandtwododgylookingoldmenandI’m

barelyaround”

“Notreallyhey,Ibarelyspendtimehere

becauseofalltheboredomandcomingbackto

homecookedmealsistotalbliss”Inodded

chewing“thisplaceneedsafemale,awife

motherofmykidsnotjustanyfemale”

“Whatareyouwaitingfor?”

“IwasstillsearchingbutnowIthinkIamgoing

tosettledown”

“Arrangedmarriagealso?”



“NopeIdon’trolllikethat,I’mnothinglikemy

brothers.Callmetheblacksheepofthefamily

likeliterally”Ichuckled

“Idoubtthough”hejustsmiledatme

“Let’stalkPenelope,yourcolouredZulu

gorgeousfriend”

“Whatabouther?”

“Whatisshelike?”

“Youinterested?”henoddedwithhisarms

foldedinfrontofhischest“she’sanamazing

friend,Iknowforsureshe’sgotmyback.One

oftherealistpeopleIknow,straighttalkerallin

allauthentic”hesmiled

“Ilikeher,don’ttellherandasknoquestions”

hesaidturningbacktohisplateIchuckledI

wantedhimtoelaborateonthatbuthey.We

chattedinbetweenhavingourmealminutes

latereveryoneelsejoinedussoIservedthem

thankingGodformakingmyfathercomedown



asIfinishedmymeal,Iwaswaytoohungryto

belosingmyappetiteoverhimandhis

nonsenses.Iattendedtomybaby,shewasup

anddemandingsomeaffection.Iwentbackto

thekitchenwithherandmadehersomebaby

porridgewhilstdoingthattheintercomcame

through.Momentslaterpolicewereatourdoor

withanarrestwarrantforLunga.“MrJonathan

youareunderarrestattemptedmurderof

AmandaMlamli.Youhavetherighttoremain

silent…”theynotifiedhimofhisrightsmorelike

sangthemoutallthistimeIwaslookingatmy

proudfatherwithsomuchhatred.Icameback

tomysenseswhenLungainstructedmeto

contacthislawyerandtogethimchanging

clothesashewasstillinhispyjamas.Ma

SophietookoveronSego,Irushedupstairsto

getLunga’sphone,clothesandcarkeys.Itook

everythingtogetherwithmyhandbagand

rushedoutcallinghislawyerandfortunatelyhe

wasavailable,hisdadhadtaggedalongsohe



wasdrivingfollowingtheGPSco-ordinates.We

metupwithMrMtungwa,thelawyerbythe

stations’entranceIhandedhimLunga’ssport

bag,myfatherinlawwentinsidewithhimsoI

waitedinthecar.Awhilelaterhecameback

lookingallhopelessandhewasonthephone

butcouldn't’tmakeoutwhathewassayingas

hewasstilloutsidefromafar.Hegotinsideand

wesilentlydrovehome.WhenIgotthereI

packedafewgoodiesforMelisizwe,Iactually

hadnostrengthforeverythingthatwas

happeninganddrovetothehospital.Ijust

wantedtobeinhisarmswithhimtellingme

everythingisgoingtobefine.WhenIgotthereI

sneakedinbecausevisitinghoursstartedlikein

15minutessoIwasn’tgoingtowaitforthat.I

stoodbythedoorandwatchedhimfocusingon

theTV,hemust’vefeltmyeyesonhimbecause

heturnedthensmiledatmebutIcouldn't’t

returnit.Iwalkedinandputeverythingonhis

sidecupboard,avoidinghisgazebutthatwas



futileImadeeyecontactwithhimandmyeyes

welledupwithtears.Heshiftonhisbedmaking

spaceformetolaydownnexttohimandtook

myhanddirectingmetodoso.Hecuddledme

upinhisembracewithoutsayingawordand

that’sallIneeded,IwasstillsobbingbutIfeltat

home,safelikeeverythingwouldbefinehe

finallyspokeaftercalmingmedown.“They

arrestedhimdidn’tthey?”IjustnoddedIdon’t

knowhowheknewbuthedid.Wesatinsilence

beforehespokeagain“hewillbefineandhe

willbeoutofthereinnotime…don’tworrymy

brother’sgotagoodhearthewon’tblameyou

forthis”likehewasinmythoughts,Iwas

worriedabouthimandIwasalsoblaming

myselfforallofthissituationthatwewerein.

HekissedmyforeheadwhilstItangledmy

armsaroundhiswaistforgettingthathewasin

painmakinghimcringe.

“I’msorrybabe,Ireallyamsorry”

“It’sfine,justbecarefularoundthereokay”I



noddedagainwespendmostofthattimein

silence,IkeptprayingandhopingthatLunga

doesn'tspendthenightinjail.Fromthestories

I’veheardaboutjailhewasn’tgoingtosurvivea

nightheistoosoftforit.Melisizwe’snurse,you

knowherthecleaningwoundseductivelyyes

her,shepracticallychasedmeoutafterthe

midmorningvisitinghours.Iwould’velaughed

butIwasinnomoodandmymindwastoo

occupiedtobedealingwithhernonsenses.I

drovetoMidrandcallingMtungwaontheway

justcheckinguponLunga,hehadmanagedto

gethimabailhearingintheafternoonsoIhad

toprepareforthatsoIturnedtoRivoniaRoad,

that’swhereLunga’shousewas.Iparkedinthe

drivewaythengotinsideandIwaswelcomed

byanunfamiliarface,afemaleprobablyinher

50orso,shewasaspittingimageofLungabut

shewasstillprettyfeminine,youcouldtellform

herdresssensethatshewasajobuger.

“Sothisisthereasonmysonisarrested?”she



askedwithhereyesgoingupanddownonme,

hernosewideopenedIjustfeltsmallinstantly

“andyou’rebusygallivantinginhiscarmustbe

nice”shesaidthatnearingme.
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Myphone'sringingtoneechoedthroughthe

silencedisturbingmythoughtsorrather

disturbingourthoughts,heglaredatmeasi

answered,itwasmymotherjustcheckinupon

usshemadethecallshortithinkavoidingto

haveanoutburst.Iendedthecall,and

Melisizwe'seyeswereonmewaitingformeto

talk.

"I'mmovingbackhometomorrow"

"Noyounot"

"Iactuallyam"hehuffed

"Pleasestopbeingsostubbornmylove,youare

notgoingbackthere.Juststayafewdayswith

Lungajustuntiltheydischargeme"hepleaded



"Butineedmystuff,booksandeverythingelse"

"Wellyoucangogetyourstuffthen"

"BesidesthatLunganeedshisspaceandithink

ihaveoverstayedmywelcome"

"Ibetmymothertoldyouthatright?"Iturnedas

Lungaspokebehindus

"Yes"isaidnodding

"Thenyounotmovingoutuntilthismanover

heretellsyouotherwise"hesatdownon

anotherchairafterfistbumpinghisbrother.

"But..."theycutmeshotspeakinginunison

"Butnothing!"isurrenderedastheywere

ganginguponme.

Thefollowingmorningidrovemydad'stothe

airport,iwassohappythatmydadwasleaving

icouldpopachampagne.Afterdroppingthem

ofidrovetomyhome,thelasttimeiwasherei

almostlostmylife,myhusbandalmostlosthis

life.Iparkedoutsideandexhaledacoupleof



timesbeforegettingoff.Iunlockedandgot

inside,theplacelookedcleannobloodwhatso

ever.Iwalkedinandlookedaround,Amanda's

journalwasstilltherewasn'titsupposedtobe

usedasevidence?Ourpolicearereallyfailing

usithoughttomyselfIquicklyreachedformy

phoneandcalledLungatogetmeincontact

withhislawyer,imeanthatcouldworkinhis

favourright.Aboutanhourlatertheywereat

mydoorwiththepolicewhowerereallyirritated

iopenedupforthenhetookthejournalreading

itandpagingthroughit.Theytookitandleft.I

continuedpackingmybooks,clothessomeof

Sego'sremainingstuff.Idraggedmybagsout

andlocked.

DayslatertheydischargedMelisizweandiwas

backatschool,iwassobehindwithmy

studyingandtheyhadbeganwithrevision.Soi

hadloadsofcatchinguptodoiaskedPennyto

moveinwithussinceineededhelpwithmy

studiesandshewashappytohelp.Everyone



understoodabouthermovinginwithus.We

usedLunga'sstudyroomandhewas

suspendedaftertheyfoundoutabouthis

chargeIfeltbadforhimhedidn'tdeserveallof

this.ThepoliceinformedusthatAmandawent

forpsychiatricevaluation,herlawyerdemanded

itsoshewastobetransferedtoamental

institutionifneededbe.Iknewthatwasjusta

strategytokeepheroutofjail.

Sothisotherdayiwasoncampusaftermylast

classwhenireceivedaphonecallfrommy

sistershetoldmethatthingsathomehadgone

frombadtoworse.Mydadchasedoutofour

homeonarrivalandmomwasfillingfordivorce.

Shetoldmethatdadhadbeencomingover

pleadingandbeggingforforgiveness,of

courseididn'tbelievewhatcaughtmyattention

washerinformingmethatmomalmostkilled

dadaftertheywerearguing,shestabbedhim

withabutcherknifeafewcentimeteraway

fromhisheartbutdadcoveredupforherand



saidsomeonetriedtorobhimwhenhewentfor

awalkinourneighbourhood.Ifisaidthatihad

imaginedthis,thismessbetweenmyparentsi

wouldbelying.Thisjustmarkedanendfor

them,wewerenevergoingtobeafamilyafter

this.Whathashedonetomymom,he

destroyedher,sheisnolongerthesameseis

brokenandiguessthere'snofixingherup.I

wasinastatePennydrovemehome,thank

heavensforher.Whenigotinsideifound

Lungalayingonhisbackonthecouchwith

Segosleepingonhischest.Itwasabeautiful

sightofcoursebutthatwasn'tsoothingthe

painifeltatthatmoment.Iquestionedmy

marriagewasitgoingtoturnintosomething

likethis.Wasmarriagesupposetobethisway,

frompeacetowarfromlovetohateinashort

spaceoftime.IwalkedinmyroomMelisizwe

wasgettingdressedthemomenthesawthati

wasn'tmyselfbyjustlookingatmehepulled

metohisarmstearsgushedoutofmyeyesi



justleteverythingout.Hekeptstokingmyafro,

ihadtakenthelocksoffwithoututteringa

word.Hemoveustothebedwesatatthe

bottomofitafterihadcalmeddownihonestly

feltbetter.

"Ithoughtitwasallgoingtofineyouknow,that

wewouldfindawayforwardandthissituation

problemwillsolveit'sselfoutbutiwaswrong

butdoyoublamemeforhavinghopethatmy

motherwillcomeoutstrongfromallofthis,

thatmyparentswouldfoundawaybackto

eachother,nothat'severychild'sdreamrightto

havebothparentsinthesamehouseloving

eachotherhavingafamilyfilledwithsoothing

love,thewarmkindofloveyouknow"iwiped

mytearsthatkeptfallingfromeyes."Isn't

marriagesupposedbeatilldeathdouspart

typeofthingnottillikillyou.Yesihatehimfor

breakingusallbutheisstillmydadyouknow,

hedoesn'tdeservetodie,theyaren'tsupposed

killeachotherIthoughtmymomwasgoingto



forgivehimandmoveon,she'saforgiving

personyouknow,sheisfulloflovenothateshe

isnotvoilentshe'snomurder.Heturnedher

intoamonsteramurder!Hedestroyedher,he

destroyedmymother,Hedestroyedmymom"i

criedoutalloveragainandagainiwasinhis

armshischest.
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Beforeicouldevenrespondtoher,actuallyi

hadnoresponseforherlikenonewhatsoever.

Shedoesn'tknowmeyetsheinsultsmeby

underminingmesheprobablyhasforgotten

thatshe'ssomesidedishorwas.

"Youwilltakethatlittlethingofyoursandcrawl

backintowhicheverholethatyoucameout

fromandgivemethat"shesaidthatgrabbing

hiscarkeysoffmyhandclickinghertongue.I

seriouslyneededtogobackhomenow

"HaymanNOSIPHO!"spokemyfatherinlaw

behindherasshewasabouttoutteranother



wordorratherinsult.Sheturnedaroundafter

composingherselffromfright.Andtomy

surprisemyfatherwaswatchingbutsaid

nothingthenirememberhehasn'tapologise

andknowinghimhewasn'tgoingto.

"Taka'Lunga,didn'tseeyouthere"shesaid

nervously

"Stillapretentiousfuckisee"shegaspedso

didiinternallythough.Youseei'veneverheard

himswearhemustbepissedsheattemptedto

speak

"After..."

"SHUTUPNOSIPHO,JUSTSHUTUP!"he

shoutedstartlingmeabitihaveneverimagined

himlikethat."Lilithagetreadyyouaredriving

ustocourt"inoddedthenwalkedawayiheard

themarguingasienteredmybedroom.Theni

immediatelygotpissed,iquicklyshowered,

lotionthenworemyunderwear.Ilooked

throughmyclothesandnothingmadesensein



there,MaSophiejustpackedwhatevershe

couldfindigotfrustratedsecondslater

standinginfrontofthefulllengthmirrora

knockcamethroughmydoor"whoisit?"I

asked

"It'sonlymemyChild"thatwasMaSophiesoi

instructedhertocomeinafterwrappingatowel

overmybodyshecameindragginganother

travelingbag,abiggerone."Itotallyforgotthat

yourfriendhadanotherbagpackedforyou"

"Awthankyouma"shesmiledatme

"Youmaybeyoungbutyou'reagoodperson,

don'tletthatexcuseofawomanmakeyoulike

you'renothingokay"ismiled

"Thankyouma"shewalkedoutiquickly

unzippedmybagandiwasmetbymyroyal

bluebodyhuggingdress,thatwentjustbelow

mykneeismiledtomyselfbutitneededironing

soipeekedoutsidemydoorandmaSophie

wasadarlingenoughtodoitformeasiapplied



alittlemakeupjustanaturalfeelorlook.igot

dressedandtiedupmylocksbeforewrapping

myheadwithamatchingwrapandworemy

pump,icouldn'treallydrivewithaheel.Iwalked

outwithmyhandbagaftercheckingmyselfout,

imissedmyhusbandhowhewouldthrow

complimentsatmemoreespeciallyafter

dressingup.Everyoneelsewaswaitingforme

soweleftwithLunga'ssuit.Wedrovetocourt

silently,Lunga'smomwasdrivingonherown

though,thinkhisoldloverputherinherplace

becauseshedidn'tsayaword.

Idroppedmyfathersthenlookedforparking

spaceastheymadetheirwayinsidewiththe

suit.Ilockedthecarwalkedinsideinmyheels

walkingrightbehindherandshewasbusy

swayingherlargebehindsheprobablyforgot

thatihadabehindorbetteryetthatiwasn't

Lunga'sdad.Cometothinkofitshebehaved

likeiwasthemainchickmustbemistakingme

formymotherinlaw.Ithoughttomyself



someonecalledoutformebeforeicouldenter

thecourtroomdisturbingmefrommysilly

thoughtsanditwasmydearfriendihad

notifiedheraboutthebailhearingearlier.We

satjustbehindNosiphoonthesecondrowand

waitedalittlebeforeeveryoneelsecamein.

"Allrise"thehearingcommencedandwe

listened

Mtungwamanagedtoconvincethemagistrate

thatLungawasnoflightrisk,ifhewashewould

havefleeafewminutesaftertheincident.He

wasgrantedbailaftertheprosecutiontriedby

allmeanstokeephimlockedup.Afterhisbail

hearingImanagedtotalktothepoliceabout

goingbackhomeandgavemethegoahead

andiwashappy.Hismominsistedmorelike

emotionallyblackmailedhimondrivinghim

hometoherhouseandheobligedandwe

visitedMelisizwe.Dadmadeitpointtosteal

thespotlightfromLunga'snewsandmakean

announcementabouthisdeparture.



"I'llbeleavingtomorrowmorningMkhwenyana"

hesaid

"Goodriddance"irepliedundermybreath.

Melisizweglaredatmeandilookedtheother

way

"Whatwasthat?"Askedmydad

"Nothing"ifocusedonthewalls.Soonthey

walkedoutleavingmewithmyhusband

"Wasthatnecessary?"

"Verymuchnecessary"

"Really?"Hearchedhislefteyeinasurprised

manner

"Yes,hehastoknowheisnotneededaround

hereidon'tknowwhyhisstillhereheshoul've

leftwhenitoldhimtobecausehispresence

makesnodifferencebesideannoyingme"

"Hisstillyouryourfather"

"Yeawhatever"



"Don'tstartwiththeattitudeplease,i'mnotup

forit"

"I'msorrybabe,justanythingthathastodowith

myfatherticksmeoff"

"Anditwillonlygetworse,iofferedtolistento

youbutitseemslikeyou'redeterminedtoblock

everyemotionyou'refeelingimeaneverything

atthebackofyourmindlikeitneverhappened

butyourangerprovesthatyounotokay.Earlier

youwereanemotionalwreckbutyoustillwon't

talktomeit'slikeyou'reavoidingtheissuesat

handwhichwillmakeithardforyoutomoveon

fromthis.Soareyougoingtotalktomeor

not?"Ileteverythinghesaidsinkin,hewas

rightiwastryingtoblockeverythingatthback

ofmymind.
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“YouknowIamsoangryatmydadforcheating

onmymombutthatisorratherwasbetween

thetwoofthembutnowwearepartofitworst



ofallhekeptachildawayfromus,mysister.

Whatwashethinkingthatshewouldjustbe

silentaboutituntilshedies?Justthethought

ofhimhavinganaffairdisgustsme,Idon’t

knowwhatdrovehimtothatandIdon’tcare

buthedoesn’tdeservetodiehestillmyfather

andIlovehimwithhismistakeswhydidshe

thinkitwasokayforhertojustendhislifelike

that,takinghimawayfromus.Andthenthere’s

Amandawhothinkseverythingismyfault,not

havingherdadaroundismyfault,howscrewed

upisthat,it’snotlikeImadedadchooseus

overher.Ihateherforblamingmeforher

parents’mistakes,Ihateherforcomingafter

me,andIhateherfortakingmeforaride,lying

tomeandattemptingtokillme.Hadshecame

tomeandtoldmewhatwashappeningher

beingmysistersheandIwouldbeinabetter

placenowbutshehadtofurtherdrivethe

wedgebetweenusthatourfatherhadmanaged

tocreate.Asformymomthatwasselfishof



herbutIunderstandwheresheiscomingfrom

beingliedto,takenforaridemadeacomplete

foolforyears.FunnyenoughIhavealways

wantedtoturnoutlikemymother,howshe’s

downtoearth,polite,kindandmostofall

peacefulImeanforgivingandforgetting.ButI

justfoundoutthatherheartisn’taspureIdon’t

wanttobelikeher.Idon’twanttoendupin

suchamess”IwasnowcalmbutIjustfeltlike

goingonandonlettingoutalloftheconfusion,

frustrationandtheangerIhadinmyheadbe

heardthenInoticedhowIhavebeenrambling

andheknowsnothingImovedawayfromhis

chesthehadthisworriedfacialexpression

moreofasadone.

“Mymomtriedtokilldad,shestabbedhim

duringanargumentafewcentimetresaway

fromtheheartbutdadcoveredupforherwhich

iswhyIamlikethissuchamess…I’msorry”

“Nodon’tapologiseIamyourhusbandyour

supposedtobelikethiswithmeandnoone



else,Iamheretosupportyou,ifyouwanttocry

justcry,ifyouwantustositincompletesilence

we’lldothatandI’lllendyouanearwhenyou

feellikerambling,tobeheard.…butknowthis

noteverythingismeanttostaythesame,

everythingwillbefinebabeandIamhearfor

youanytimeokay?”Inoddedashekissedmy

forehead“Iamgladyoufinallymademeyour

soundboard”Igavehimafaintsmile

“You’reaperfectsoundboard,thanksfor

listening”Ikissedhischeekandhegavemea

smile

“Soyoudonetalkingtoyoursoundboard?”he

askedpullingmeclosertohischest.

“Youknowmyworstfearputofthisall,my

marriageturningtobelikethatofmyparents.

Withallthesecrets,liesandcheatingIdon’t

wantusbeinglikethatyouknowIdon’tthinkI

wouldbeabletotakeallofthatIdon’tthinkmy

momwillsurviveitlikeIdon’tthinkIwould



surviveittoo.”Iwasnowlookingathimdeepin

theeyes,IwantedhimtoknowtoseethatIwas

seriousaboutthis.

“Idon’twantusbeinglikethattoo,Iwantusto

beforeverlikethis.Ineachother’sarms,trying

tocheeryouupwhenyou’redownbecauseI

preferajoyousandhappyyou.Seeingyoucry

justtearsupmyheart,Idon’twanttoseeyou

cryespeciallybecauseofmeandIcanpromise

youthis,notasingletearwillfalloutofthese

beautifuleyesbecauseofmenotbecauseof

mehavinganaffairoranythingthatmightbreak

you.Ipromisetoloveyouthroughitallandbe

byyourside,tobehonestwithyounomatter

howuncomfortablethetruthmaybeokay?”he

saidthatwithmyfaceinhishands.

“Nomatterhowpainfulitwillmakemefeel,

don’tprotectmewithlies.Justthetruthno

matterhowuncomfortablemaybe?”Iasked

needingassurance,needingconvincing



“Ipromisemylove…Iloveyouokay,Iwilllove

youtodaytomorrowevenwhenyou’reall

wrinkledup”hepeckedmylips.

“Sowhatareyougoingtodo?”heasked

brushingmyback

“Regarding?”

“Yourparentthoughtyou’dwanttoseethem”

“I’vegotmyfinalexamscomingupsoI’llsee

whenI’mdonewiththem”

“Yousureyounotjustmakingexcuses?”

“I’mstillmadatmydad…Iguesswithmomtoo

sonoIdon’twanttoseethemsoyesIam

makingexcuses”

“Forgivingthemwouldbegoodforyouand…”i

cuthimshortIwasn’treadytoforgivemydad,

mymomshewasforgivenbutIjustwasn’t

readytofacehernotafterwhatshedid.Trust

meIamnotsidingwithmydadorsayingmy



momiswrongorrightIjustdon’tknow,Ijust

feltallsortofweirdaboutthewholesituation

sobeingtherewasn’tagoodidea.

“Mymom’sforgivenandmydadno.Iwantto

forgivehimbuthemessedup”

“AndAmanda?”

“Whatabouther?”

“ComeonyouknowwhatImean”

“Sheisn’tafactorinmylife,IhateherandI

don’twanttoseeeveragain.Anddon’ttellme

thatshe’smysisterjustdon’t”heraiseduphis

handsasasignofsurrendering.

Talkingaboutitmademefeelbettermuch

lighterlikeahugeburdenhadbeenliftedoffmy

shouldersandhavinganunderstanding

husbandwascherryontop.Heknewwhento

saysomethingandwhennotto.Heknewwhen

Ineedtobeconsoledinhisarmslapyouname

it.Ijusthopedandprayedthathewasn’tgoing



tobelikemydad.

WeekslaterIwasstillintouchwithmysister,

momwaswithherandherhusband.She

figuredchangeofscenerywoulddohergood,

putthingsintoperspectivewitheverythingand

findawayforwardwithorwithoutdad.Andof

coursetokeepthemawayfromeachother

clearlytheywerecapableofkillingeachother.

Dad,Idon’tknowabouthim,Inevercalledjust

likehimIletmypridetogetthebetterofme

andpretendasifIdidn’tcareabouthimwhilstI

wantedtoknow.OntheothersideAmandawas

hauntingme,mybraincouldn’tstoptellingme

thatshewasavictimandmostimportantlymy

sisterbutIwouldblockthatallthetimejustlike

Ididwheneveryoneelsewarnedmeabouther.

Bythewayshewasinpolicecustodywitha

pendingtrial.



IwrotemyexamsandIdidallthatIcould

throughoutmyexamsIburiedmyselfintomy

bookstryingbyallmeansnottothinkaboutmy

parentssituation,Ihadworkedhardtoscorea

highyearmark,Istudiedhardtopassmy

examswithPenny’shelpofcourseand

everythingwasinGod’shands.

AfewdaysaftermyexamsLungaappearedin

courtandhiscasewasdismissedbuthehadto

docommunityworkafewhoursaweekfor

usinghisweaponthatwasconfiscatedwhich

wasnothingcomparedtojailtime.Amanda’s

journalprovedthathewasputintoacornerso

hedidwhathecouldtosavehissisterinlaw

andhisbrother.Iwashappyforhimnowhe

couldmoveonandfocusonhiscareerhislife

settledownlikehesaid.

Ps:littlesomethingjustfoundmyselftypingso

hereitis…nighto
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Tinyhandsslappedmyrightcheek...argnot

again!Ithoughttomyselfinmydeepsleepyou

knowyourfirstgoodnight'ssleepafteryourlast

exam,whereyoujustsleepthroughthenightor

dayeven"ihateyouMelisizwe"isaidthat

turningmyheadtofacetheothersidewhilsthe

chuckledwithSegogiggling."Wakemamaup

baby,mama"hewhispered

"Mamamama"shesaidinasweetmelodic

voicerepeatedlyitfeltlikeadream,iwas

surprisedshecouldspeakthatsoothedmy

heartyouknow,yesshewasn'tminebutshe

didn'tknowthatorbetteryetsheknewmeas

hermomiinstantlyopenedmyeyesturningto

faceherbutshekeptquietjustsmiledatme

touchingmyface.

"Saythatagainnana"shejustsmiledleavingme

disappointedherdadlaughedandigavehiman

annoyedface



"it'safter12already,wakeupmakotiyhini!"He

exclaimedijustthrewhimapillowand

chuckled.Ihaveneversleptsomuch,nowi

understandwhyhebroughtSegoinhereitwas

alreadymidday.

"Comeonweneedtogetgoing"hesaidasisat

uptakingSegowhohadherarmsoutformeto

carryher

"Wherearewegoing?"Iaskedrubbingmyeyes

"It'sasurprisemakoti"

"Cluenyana?"

"Nah"

"Mxm"hestuckouthistongueatmetakinghis

daughterwith.Idraggedmyselfoutofthebedi

wasstilltired.Itookashowerandgotdressed

inmywhitet-shirtandmynewbluewashedof

denimdummieswithwhitesneakers,iroughed

upmyhairandwalkedouttothekitchen

bumpingintoLunga.



"Youlooksoghettorightnow"hesaidthat

observingmyoutfit

"Asimpleyoulookbeautifulwould'vebeen

appreciated"

"Andsaywhattomywifetobe?"

"Asifthereisone"hechuckled

"Ifonlyyouknew"hesaidthatwitha

mischievoussmileandwalkedaway.ishookmy

headchucklingabit.IgreetedMaSophiewho

waschattingandeatingwithPenny.Imade

myselfaquicksandwichanpouredjuiceand

joinedthemoverthekitchencounter.Moments

latermyhusbandgotinsidewithSegoonher

pramsuckingherbottleandababybagonhis

shoulder,heindicatedwithhisheadthatwe

shouldleave.Iputeverythingiwasusinginthe

sinkedthenrushedtomyroomformybag.I

gotinsidethecarandwaitedashestrapped

Segoonhercarseat.Hegotinsideandlooked

atmeforasecondlikehewasthinking



"What?"Iaskedcurious

"Nothing"hesaidstartingthecardrivingout

andiwasstillwaitingformyresponse"besides

thefactthatyoulookboyish,ghettoishyoulook

likeatownship"ilaughed

"Don'tknowifishouldbeoffendedortakethat

asacompliment"hechuckled

"It'sacomplimentdummy"

"Really?Ilooklikeatownshipyetit'sa

compliment?Youknowhowatownshiplooks

like?"Hechuckled

"Imeantfashionsensewise,streetstylewifey...

youbeautiful"

"Thanksmylove"hetookmyhandandplaced

itunderneathhisonthegear.

"Wherearewegoing?"

"Morningsidewifey"

"For?"



"Uyatshayhu!makoti?"(curiosityisgettingthe

betterofyou)Heclappedoncethenfocusedon

theroadwhilstilaughed

"You'recrazy...imissedthis,imissedyou"i

saidlookingathimthinkingaboutthepastfew

weekshoweverythingwentfromnormalto

abnormal.

"Welli'mbacknunusmissedyoutoomylove"i

blushed.Wedroveintothisbeautiful

neighbourhoodinMorningsideiadmiredthe

housesthere,icouldimaginemyselflivingin

anyofthosehugebeautifulhouses.Wedrove

insidethroughthedrivewayandparkednextto

thegarage.WegotoffSegowasfastasleepso

ijustpushedherpram,iimmediatelyfellinlove

withtheexteriorofthehouse,thelawnsthe

trimmedgreengrassitwasanidealhouse,

home.Heunlockedthehouseandwegot

insideitwasheavenlyfullyfurnitureditwas

reallyawesome



"Welcomehomenunus"hesaidwalkingfurther

insideandifollowedafterhim.

"Wow,thisisyourhouse?"

"Ourhousebabe,ourhomemakoti"ijumpedto

himandheflinchedinpainihadcompletely

forgottenthathehasn'tfullyrecoveredsoigot

offhimi'msorry,iamsosorrybabe"

"It'sfine,iamfinejustbeabitgentleokay"he

saidthatgentlypullingmeclosertohim"now

youweresaying?"Heaskedlookingdeepinto

myeyes.

"Thankyouforeverything,thisisabsolutely

gorgeousandiloveitandiloveyou,don'tget

mewrongidon'tloveyoubecauseofallthe

materialstuffimeantheluxurybutigenuinely

loveyou,fromdeepestpartofmyheart,i'dlove

youwithoutallofthis"ipeckedhislipswithhis

handholdingcloselymywaist.

"Iknowandiloveyoumore"wepassionately

kissedthingsgotheatedandweblessedour



newhomethebestwayweknowhow.We

touredaroundthehousejustadmiringit.Ithad

twoensuitsoneupstairsandtheother

downstairs.Ithad3bedroomsupstairs

excludingthemainbedroom,2bathrooms,tv

roomourveryowncinemaitellyouand2more

bedroomsdownstairswithaseparate

bathroom,studyroom,lounge,amencaveit

lookedlikeabarofsomesortwithabraai

stationthathadachimneyandaspacious

gorgeouskitchen.Iloveeverypartofit,ithada

pooloutsidenexttothegardenatthebackit

wasreallygorgeousandmust'vecostafortune

ithoughttomyself.Yeshemaybeearningalot

butthisistoomuch.

"Must'vecostyouafortune"icommented

"isthatyouaskinghowmuchitcostbecause

i'mnottelling"igigglednervouslyigotcaught

"don'tworryi'mnotinvolvedinanythingillegal,i

gotbusinessesinpropertylikethecomplexthat

welivedin,50%ofthatismine"...likeheknew



thatmymindhaddriftedtothatasiwasstaring

atthebeautifulviewthatwehadonthebalcony

fromthemencave.

"Neversaidanything"

"Verballybutyourbodylanguagespoke

volumes"igotembarrassedforhavingsuch

filthythoughtsaboutwherehegotthemoney

from.Besidesthatit'sjustthatheliveda

normallife,likewholivesinanapartmentwhilst

theywealthy?Yeshehasexpensivetastebut

still.

"Iamsorry"iapologizedfacinghim

"It'sfineiunderstand...ihaven'treallybeen

transparentwithwhatido"hesaidthatpulling

myhandsoicouldmoveclosertohim.

"Andyoudon'texactlylooklikemoney"iblurted

thatoutidon'tknowwhereitcamefromifelt

embarrassedforlettingmytonguegoofflike

thathelaughed"imeanyouliveanormallife"



"igetit,iactlikeuskhotheniright?"

"No,youjustsimple,youknowwhatnever

mind"helaughedagain

"Iknowwhatyoumeannoneedtoexplain

yourself."Westayedalittlelongerplayingwith

Segoonthefloorjustenjoyingourownspace

myperfectlittlefamily.
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"Sowhatdoyouexactlydo?"Iaskedbefore

sippingonmyredwineyesihadwineevery

nowandthenwithhimthoughbutididn'tmind,

wewereseatedonthefloorbythepoolwitha

picnicbasketthathadbeendeliveredafew

minutesagoeatingandthesunsetting,great

viewitellyou.Wehaddecidedonmakingthe

restofourafternoonadatenightjusttogetto

knoweachothermore.IhadjustputSegoto

sleepsothatmeantminimaldistractionshe

sleptatawkwardtimesthough.



"Promisemeyouwon'tkillme"hesaidthatwith

agrinilaughedfazedbyhisrequest

"Whywouldikillyou?"Iasked

"Money,wiveskilltheirhusbandseveryday

aroundhereformoney"thenheslightlylaughed

ichuckleddoesheevertakeanythingseriously

though

"Soyouthinki'mcapableofmurdering

someone,actuallyamuchbiggerbodythan

mine?"Hewiggledhiseyebrowtrynabecute

"Onecanneverbetoosuremylove"

"Soyougottrustissues?"Hechockedonhis

wineidon'tknowwhybutithinkthatkindof

confirmithedidn'ttrustme

"no,neveritwasformyheart'ssafetyokay,i

wantedtomakesurethatyoufellinlovewith

meandnotmymoney"

"Aha!Trustissues"

"Okayfine,Joburgwomanactuallyallboth



genderstaughtmethatinordertofind

someonegenuinehideyourmoneyiguessi

usedthatwithyou...i'msorry"

"fine,it'sjustkindofweirdthatidon'tknow

whatmyhusbanddoes,kindofmakesmefeel

likeashagbuddy"helaughed

"It'snotfunny"isaidirritatedbyhislaugh

"I'msorryit'sjustthatyousoundedsoforeign

usingthatterm"ilaughedthinkingaboutit"ona

seriousnote,iamsorryformakingyoufeelthat

wayitwasnevermyintentionyou'remywife

theperfectlyfittingpieceinmylifeandilove

you.Shagbuddy"hewinkedatmeandigiggleď

"accounting,idoaccountingcombinedwith

investmentsonestates,propertyyouknow"

"Interestingwhyproperty?"

"It'sfixedandsecure"inodded"at16iknew

whatiwanted,whichisowningafew

businessesanddoingwhatilovedmost

accountingsowhenigotmybursarytostudy



atwitsimadeitapointthatimakemydreams

cometrue.Igotalotofcashfromthebursary

soiinvestedsomeoffshoreandthatpaidout

reallywellsoicontinueddoingsountilicould

investinpropertyfromoneEstatetotheother

thenifinallymadeenoughcashtobuilda

complextheMidrandone,Lungagotinterested

andinvestedsothat'sours...shouldibe

scared?"heaskedamusedichuckled

"Nopeman"ilaughedthinkingabouthis

stupidity"i'mjustinspired"ifinallysaid

"Todowhat?"Heasked

"Tocompletemyhonoursdegreethenopenup

abumminglawfirmbutonestepatatime

right?"

"Ithoughtyouweregoingtosayyou'reinspired

togetpregnantforyourdearhusbandandbe

myhousewife"webothlaughed

"You'resuchanidiotyouknowthat"heleaned

inforakiss



"Andyoulovemedon'tyou?"Inoddedlooking

athisdeliciouslookinglipsandpeckedthem

beforehekissedme.

"SoyouandLungayouseemclose,seemto

shareeverything"istatedwonderingifAmanda

andicouldeverbethatcloseevenafterwhat

shedid

"Iknowhisalwaysgotmybacksodoeshe,we

closemorethanmyelderbrothersbuthimandi

aretightfunnyenoughgrowingupwefoughta

lot"hesmilediguessthinkingabouttheirfights

"Soyougrewupinthesamehouse?"

"Nohejustcameoverfortheholidaysyou

know,andatthattimehismomusedhimto

fightherbattleswithmomofcourseshefailed

andheeventuallyrealizedthathewasbeing

usedtotearupourfamilythatwasinhisearly

teenshestoodupforhimselfchosenotto

meddleinadultpoliticsthat'swhenwebecame

tightafterthatwewereunbreakable



inseparableyounameit...youthinkingabout

her,Amandaright?"Inoddedandsighed

"Ican'trunawayfromthefactthatshe'smy

sisteryouknowandhonestlyiwishwehadmet

inadifferentwaywewouldbehavingdome

sortofarelationshiprightnowmaybeclose

justlikeyouarewithLungabutthenagain."I

sighedagain

"Howaboutyougoseeher,justtotalktoher"i

kissedhimjusttodistracthimfromtalking

aboutAmanda

"Letsnotruinourdatetalkingaboutherokay"i

saidafterpullingawayhenodded.

"Wannagoforaswim"heaskedwithanaughty

smileohhisfaceinoddedreluctantlyhetook

ofhisclothesuntilhewascompletelynakedi

closedmyeyesmakinghimlaughhethendived

intothepoolandhethencameupfromthe

water

"Howcomeyoustillfullydressed,ineedyou



nakednexttomewoman"igiggledand

undressedialsodivedinandswamtowherehe

waswekissedplayinginthewater.

"Sowhenarewemovingin"iaskedasourlips

weretouching

"Wheneveryoufeellikemam"ismiledbecause

thatmeantmovinginthefollowingday.

"Wannatryoutsomething?"Heaskedpinning

meintothepoolwallliftingmeuptohislevel.I

moanedasifelthimmakeahugeentrance.

Afewweekslaterwehadfinallymovedinandi

lovedeverythingaboutmyhouseitwas

everythinganygirlcouldeverdreamoff.Igave

MaSophieleavesinceSegoandiwereleaving.

IwasvisitingmymomthendrivetoElliotdale

forchristmas.Melisizwewasbackatworkso

welefthimbehind

"Iamgoingtomissyou"hesaidhuggingme

withSegoinhisarmsattheairport.



"sowilli...iloveyou"

"Iloveyoutoo"wekissedgoodbyesweren'tmy

thingthough.Iwantedtocrybutheyihadto

toughenup.Noxypickedusupfromtheairport

anddroveustoherhouse.Momwaslayingon

thecouchwatchingtvshehadlostsome

weightbutitwasn'tbad.

"Mamam"isaidasisatonthecoffeetablein

frontofher.Shelifteduphereyes,andquickly

satupwehuggedidon'tknowwhathappened

butijustcriedinherarmsfeelingathomethe

wasstillthesameanditsoothedeverything

pain.Icalmeddownafewminuteslater.

"Iknowyoulovehimsodoi,iamsorryfor

stabbinghimbuthe'sokaynow"shesaid

wipingthetearsfrommyface

"Wellhedeservedit"shegasped

"Busisiwemychildyouneedtoforgivehim,it's

foryourowngood.Notforgivinghimwillhold

youbackandyoudon'twantthattohappenit



willdestroyyouokayforgivehimmychildhis

yourfather."Isighed

"Howdoyouforgivesomeonewhohasn't

apologizedwhodoesacknowledgethatthey

havedoneyouwrong?"

"Youknowyourfatherisaproudman,heknows

hisdoneyouwrongjustreachouttohimmh

babypleasebeforethismessesyouup"

"Yousoundlikeyouhaveforgivenhim"

"Yesihavebuti'mnotreadytogobackhomei

don'ttrustmyselftobewithhimaloneafter

whathappened.Maybeinduetimewegetting

counsellingyouknowandthathelpedmeput

thingsintoperspectiveregardlessofhisaffair

myloveforhimhasn'tchangednotevenbya

bitdoweworkingonourmarriage"wowi

admiredherweeksbackshewasreadytoleave

himbutnowshe'ssingingadifferenttunei

guessthat'slove.
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"Wantaninvitetooursessionsmaybe?Imean

soyoucanratemeandisureyoucouldgiveme

afewpointerssinceyou'reanexpectinmaking

himcum"Melisizweeyedmeshockedtryingto

focusontheroad

"Trustmeijustmightsodon'ttemptmenow

backtomybaby"ichuckledagaintryingso

hardnottoshoutatherorgetangry,sheticks

meoffallthetimeit'slikesheletsmeforget

thatshe'salivethenpopoutofnowhere.

"Whatbaby?"

"Don'tplaydumbwithmeyouknowverywelli

amtalkingaboutmybaby,Lesego"

"Nowyouknowyouhaveababy?wowsome

motheryouare...hegrabbedthephoneaway

frommyear

"Didn'titellnottocontactmywife...Damnyou

Karabo!"Hesaidthathandingmemyphone

hittingthesteeringwheelijustlookedatmy

phoneshehadhungup.Hewasangryand



frustratedsoichosetokeepmymouthshut

andgotlostinmythoughtsiwasalsoangry7

"Areyouokay?"Hefinallyasked

"Yes"

"Icanseeyounotokays..."

"Whydidyouaskthen?Isnapped

"sorryiasked"hewhisperedhestoppedonthe

roadsideandexhaledbrushinghishead

"No,i'msorryiamjustmadatheryouknowshe

ticksmeoffallthetimesheknowswhich

buttonstopresstogetundermyskin,she

knowshowmuchiloveLesego,shejustuses

hertogettomenotbecauseshereallywants

herback.Receivingacallfromyourgirlfriend

isn'tsomethingiwishfororenjoysonoiam

notokay"

"She'snotmygirlfriend"hesaidunderhis

breath

"Yourbitch,whoreshagbuddy,girlfriendbaby



mommawhateversheisidon'tcare,nowdrivei

needtogethome"iyelledoutfoldingmyarms

infrontofmychestlookingoutthewindow

"Youknowican'tdealwithyourstinking

attituderight"

"whatever!Idon'tcare"iyelledoutagainhe

clickedhistonguebeforedrivingaway

"Tellyourcrazygirlfriendisaidshecanclaim

herverballyandallshewantsbutifshedares

andtakethelegalroutei'llmakesureshegoes

straighttowherelooneybeanslikeherstay."he

scoffshewasangryicouldtellbyhisvein

poppingonthesideofhishead

"I'llmakesureshegetsyourmessageMadam

Jonathan"hewasmockingmyinstructionsi

justgavehimafakesmile.

Therestofthedriveisawkwardlysilent,his

angrysoamiandiquitefranklydon'tcareifhis

angryatmeornot.Whenwegethomeinthe

afternoonhegetsoffandunbuckleshis



sleepingdaughterfromtheseatandwalks

insidethemainhouse.IgetoffSindycomes

andhelpsmewiththeshoppingbags.I

exchangegreetingswitheveryonethengoto

thekitchentomakeus,Melisizweandi

somethingtoeat.Wheniwalkbackiniamtold

thatheisinourbedroomsoiwalkouttoserve

himthere.Hislayingonhisbackstaringatthe

ceiling,icalloutforhimheturnsandblankly

staresatmethebacktohisinitialdirection.I

placehisfoodonthebedsideandleaveifhe

wantstoeathewill.Ispendtherestofthe

afternoonwiththefamilySegobeingthecenter

ofattention,Melisizwehasn'treturnedigoto

ourroomwithhissupperwhenigetthereheis

fastasleepandhasn'ttouchedhisfoodisigh

becauseiknewheismadatmebutthenagain

hehastoeatsoiwakehimupatanydayhe

would'vesmiledatmebutheblanklylookedat

methenwalkedout.IgetupandgofetchSego

buthergrannyordersmetobringherutensils



she'sspendingthenightwithher,soidoastold.

Itakeoutmysummernightdress,Melisizwe

getsinstandsbythedoorwayandwatchesme

asiundress.

"Youaresuchahypocriteyouknowthat"ilook

upathimshockedbutsaynothingwaitingfor

himtocontinue"ithasn'tbeenawhilesinceyou

wantedyourfathertoapologisetoyoufor

doingyouwrongbutyoucan'tapologisetome

fordoingmewrong"iinstantlygetangryraising

myvoicealittle

"Apologiseforwhat?Forswearingatyour

girlfriend?Isthatit?"

"goaheadyelloutsothattherestofthevillage

canhearthatwearearguing"ikeptquietand

satonthebedfoldingmylegs

"Soyoudefendingheristhatit,shedid

wonderfulbycallingmeandiamwrongfor

raisingherchild,isthatwhywehaven'tfilledfor

adoptionsothatyoucangobacktoherwith



yourchild?"

"You'rebeingdelusionalrightnowyouknow

verywellwhywehaven'tfilledforadoption"

"Thenwhyareyoudefendingher?"

"Iamnotdefendingher,thisisaboutyouyelling

atmewhenitsuitsyou,youbeingdisrespectful

Lilitha,iamnotyourpunchingbag"ikeepquiet

andfiddledwithmyhands"guesswhat?You

aregivingintoherattentionseekingmethods,

shewantstocauseadriftbetweenthetwoof

usandyoulettingherwinbecausenowim

apparentlydefendingher"ididn'tthinkabout

that,nowiamfightingwithmyhusband

becauseofher.

"Guessyouareyourfather'sdaughter"he

undressedandgotinsidethecoversand

focusedonhisphone.Iremainedseated,iwas

nothinglikemyfatheriamnotproudlikeheisi

apologisewhenneededbe.

"Iamsorry"isaidsoftlybutheignoredmeandi



keptquietforawhile"babe,ireallyamsorryi

don'twanttoustofallasleepwithyoumadat

mepleaseforgive"heturnedandsatup

"Ideservealittlerespectfromyouangryornot"

"Iknowiamsorry"ileanedinforakissandit

wentonforawhilemakingmestraddlehimit

wasn'tlustfulbutcertainlygreatwewere

pouringouremotionsintothekiss,hebrokethe

kisshiseyessmallerredlookingdeepintomy

eyes

"Whatwereyousayingaboutmakingmecum?"

Igiggledkissinghimagain.

[01/19,20:11]Ron:Insert42

"Haveyouseenyoursisteryet?"Shenowhad

Segoinherarmswhowaspoutingandhad

wokenupfromhersleep,she'slikethatwhen

she'swithstrangerspouthercutelipsandstare

atthemandmakingsurethatidon'tleaveher

sight.



"Amanda?"Shenodded"i'mnotplanningto"

"Youcarrydomuchangermybabyit'snotgood

foryourspirit"isighedmaybecomingwasa

mistakeineededtogetawayfrommymother.I

thoughtshewouldunderstandthatmyanger

isn'tmisplacedandithinkshe'spushingitnow.

"wouldn'tyoubeangryatsomeonewhotriedto

killyounotoncebuttwice?Someonewhoshot

yourhusband?"Shesighed

"Trustmeiwouldbutseeitfrommy

perspectivethenyoudecide.Amandahasbeen

emotionallyabusedbyyourfatherherangeris

misplaced,misdirected.Soonshewillrealise

thatshedidyouwrong,shewasimpulsive

aboutthewholethingthatisbecauseshe's

brokenandruinedmentallyputyourselfinher

shoesjustthinkaboutitanddecideiknowi

raisedyouwell,wellenoughtobethebigger

personinsituationslikethis."Ihuffedthinking

ofallthepressureshe'sputtingonme.



Dayslateriwokeupthinkingabouteverything

mymomsaidaboutmydad,itwastimetolet

go.Segowokemeupthebestwayknewhow

afterwashingmyfaceandbrushingmyteeth,i

wenttothekitchenwithhertomakeher

breakfast.Noxywasawakemakingbreakfast

foreveryonetheywerevisitingsomechurch

whichhadaweekendconference,youknow

howbusypriestsare.Shelookedawesome

thoughinherblackpencilskirt,maroonpear

plumtopwithanicefigurebeltandamatching

headwrap.Shewascurvierthaniwaslikemy

mom.IfedSegochattingtohersheactually

wantedtovisitAmandabutplannedongoing

therethefollowingafterfulfillingherpastorious

wifeduties,attendingalltheeventsher

husbandhasbeeninvitedto.Itookabathlotion

thengotdressedinmynavymaxidressand

sandalsroughedupmyhairandpreparedto

leave.Momofferedtobabysitandalso

borrowedmehercar.



Idrovehome,iplannedonvisitingmydadto

tellhimthatiforgivehimforallhehasdone,he

wasforgiven.Afteranhourofdrivingifinally

parkedoutsideourgatehewasathomehiscar

wasparkedonthedriveway,ileanedonthe

steeringwheeljustforamoment.Ifinallygot

offwithmybag.Lockedthecaraftermaking

sureallwindowswereclosedthenwentin.I

knockedandwaitedbutnoresponseiknocked

againthenwaitediheardshufflinginsidethen

thedooropened.Judgingfromhisfacial

expressioniwasthelastpersonheexpectedto

seeatourdoorstep.Heopenedupandpulled

meintoahugwestoodatthedoorwaywithme

inhischestihadhimsniffthenhepulledaway

fromthehugmakingwayformetoenter.I

exchangedgreetingswithhimmakingmyway

inourusedtobecleanhomewasn'tcleanany

more,dishingpillinguponthesink,aburntpot

onthestovetakeawaytrashonthecupboard

andflooritwasfilthy.Imademywaytothe



dinningroomitwasalsounorganisedwithhis

uniformonthecouchbottledofbrandyand

beerusedcigerateonthcoffeetableandnews

papershewasn'tfineashesaidhewas.I

openedthewindowstogetsonefreshairand

madespacetositandhesatnexttomeandwe

satinsilenceuntilifinallyspoke

"Icametotellyouthatiforgiveyou"helooked

upshocked"iforgiveyouforeverythingtata

withorwithoutyourapology.Thisismeletting

gothisismemovingonfromwhathas

happened"ihaveneverseenamancryletalone

mydadcrybuttearsjustgushedoutofhiseyes

makingmecrytoo.

"Iamsorrymybaby,iamsosorry"hefinally

saidthemagicphrasefromtheheartwithhis

tremblingvoicetryingsohardtoactstronglike

themaniknew.Iguesslivingwithoutmomtore

himapart.Inoddedandhuggedhimagain.

Aftertheemotionalmomenticleanedthe

house,whilsthislaundrywasinthewasher.



Aftercleaningupicookedforhimthenleft

sinceitwasalreadylate.Ifeltlighterafter

talkingtohim,likehugetonofburdenhadbeen

liftedoffmyshoulders.Ifforgivingsomeone

feltthisgreattheniampreparedtodoitover

andoveragain.

"Iamproudofyou"saidmymomasisatdown

nexttohertakingmybaby.

"Iamalsoproudofmyselfmamam,didn'tthink

iwouldbeabletodoitbutidid"shesmiledat

me

"Nowyouhavetodothesamewithyoursister

okay?"Inoddedbutdeepinsideiwasn'tdosure

butonlytimewilltell.

AfewdayslaterMelisizwecametofetchus

usinghisfather'scarSegowassoexcitedthat

sheclappedherhandswhenshesawherdad,it

wascute.Imissedhimsomuch,imissedbeing

inhisarms,talkingtohimandlaughingwith

him.WedrovetoElliotoneplaceinthewhole



worldthaticannevermiss.Wepassedbytown

andgotafewthingsthathismomhadsenthim.

Onthewaywewerechattingandlaughinguntil

aJoburgnumberappearedonmyscreen"Hi"i

answered

"Girlyweeebuyisainganiyamfromwhichever

farmfieldforestorjungleyoulivein,youneed

tostopclaimingmydaughterandmakeyour

ownorwaityoucan'tmakeyourmancumi

meanyoushouldbepregnantbynow"iwas

fazedbythisthatilookedatthescreenagain,i

knewitwasKarabo.Ichuckledindisbeliefnow

sheknowsshehasadaughter?.Can'tijustbe

happywithmymanandbabywithoutallthis

drama.

[01/19,20:11]Ron:Insert44

"Makotiwakeup"whisperedandpeckedmy

forehead.Iopenedmyeyesandlookathim,i

wasstillinhisarmslikeeveryothernighti

yawnedistillneededmysleep."It'sjustafter6



youneedtogetup"hesaidadihidmyfacein

hischest.Ihatedbeinginthevillage,wakingup

earlywasn'tsomethingienjoyed

"Idon'twantto"hechuckled

"Haveyouforgottenthatyounotinyourown

house,Joburg"

"Howcaniwhenyourlivestockistalking

already"helaughed

"justgetupalready"igotofthebedand

preparedforthedagahead.Memoriesofmy

firsttimeinthisroomwithMelisizwemademe

smileastheyrushedthroughmyhead.

"What'swiththesmile"heaskedasiwas

gettingdressedinmydarkiesaftertakinga

bath

"Justthoughtaboutyourmadnessinherelast

year"

"Mymadness?"Heaskedarchinghisleft

eyebrow,howilikedhimwhendoingthatitwas



socute

"Yes,youcominginheretocheckuponme,

thatwassweetthoughsowasourfirstkiss."

"Sweetismymiddlenamehun"hesaidthat

smilinggettingupmovingovertomysidehe

heldmywaistpressinghislowerbodyonmine

"Gettingallcrazywithmecallingmyphonea

figurinesuffocatingmeunderyourarmpitsthen

introducingyourself,checkingmeoutwheni'm

takingabathwhichwastotallyperverted

...definitelysomethingtosmileaboutright?"He

laughed

"Icouldn'thaveyoualluncomfortablearound

me,youweresouptightitwasn'tevensexysoi

hadtobemearoundyouandi'mgladibecame

menowiknowwhichbuttonstopushtomake

yousmileblushorbetteryetlaugh"ismiledhe

leanedinforakissbutipulledawaysinceihad

toattendtomyduties.

"Iwonderwhatit'slikelivinginyourhouse,one



minuteyou'rearguingandthenextyou're

moaningandgroaning,howdoesitwork?"I

silentlygaspedohmywordhehadthat,that

washisotherbrotherSandiletalkingtomy

husbandseatedunderatreeshadewithSego

onhislapandiwaspassingbythatcausedme

tolookatthem iguessguyswillalwaysbe

guysrightmarriedornotinterestedineach

other'ssexlife,Melisizwejustwinkedatme

makingmeblushilookedawayfocusedon

whatiwasdoingfromthewordgo.

Onchristmaseveiwasinthekitchenwith

mamabakingandallshewastellingmeabout

heryouthdaysasawife,herhusbandandwhat

not.Ilaughedather,shewassuchastory

tellernoscratchthatacharacterbutilovedher.

Shedidn'tmakemefeellikeiwasn'tpartofher

familyiwouldhonestlysayshelovedmetoo.

Whilelisteningandgigglingiheardafamiliar

voices,voicesthatweren'therewhenwecame

orbetteryetvoicesilastheardwheniwasin



Johannesburgcomingfromthelivingroomi

would'vepeekedbuthey.AfterawhileLunga

gotinsidewithhismom,iwassurprisedbythat

imeanineverexpectedtoseehismother

aroundhere.Lungahuggedmamaexchanging

greetingstheygotalongprettywellyoucould

tellbyhowwelcomingtheyweretowardseach

other.

"Nobantu"shesaidthatwithanattitude

"Nosiphoayisabonani(haven'tseenyouina

while)"mamarepliedwithasinceresmile

soundingandlookingallsortsofcalmhowdid

shedothatbecauseiknowiwouldbefuming

withangerimeaninwhosehouse?Lunga

gentlypulledmebymyarmheknewiwasn't

exactlyfriendswithhismothersoiamsurehe

wasgettingmeawayfromher.

"Mymomlikesactingupyouknowandshe's

afraidlikeveryafraidofumamasoyouwill

automaticallybehervictimsoidon'twantyou



aroundher"ilaughedathisfacialexpression

andhowhewhisperedthatwewerewalkingout

thekitchendoor"bythewayihaveasurprise

foryouit'sinmycar,rememberwhenwespoke

aboutmesettlingdownandobviouslybeingthe

blacksheepofthefamily"inoddedaswe

approachedhiscar"bynowithinkyougetmy

driftiamgettingmarriedtraditionallylikeyou

andmybrother"isquealedinexcitementiwas

happyforhimhedeservestobehappy"but

promisemeyouwon'tfreakout,beopen

mindedaboutthisokay"ismiledamusedbyhis

suddennervousnessMelisizwejoinedusaswe

werestandingbythecarwithLungarambling

abouthiscommitmenttothepersonandhow

helovedherandallhopingthatiwon'tstandin

hiswayofhappinesswhichwasconfusingi

meanwhywouldistandinhiswayof

happinessthenmymindlandedonPennyhe

didsayhelikedherbutPennywastakenmos.

BythelookofthingsMelisizweknewwhatwas



upbecausehecouldn'texactlylookatme

"Lungajustopenthedoorokay"isaidreally

irritatedbyhisrambling

"Justpromiseyouwon'tfreakoutokay"i

noddedcuriousofwhowasinsideheexhaled

beforeopeningthedoorandBaam!Mydearest

bestfriendwasinthereijumpedintohugher

thenipulledaway

"Wait,yoursettlingdownwithher,mybest

friend?"Iaskedsurprisedactuallyshockedhe

lookedatMelisizwethenbackatme"uhmwow,

howcomeidonotknowanythingaboutthis?"I

askedfacingPennywhowasalsonervous

"Chomiiwantedtotellyoubutwitheverything

thatwasgoingonididn'twanttobotheryou

aboutmylovelife"shesaidlookingatme

"Canyouguysgiveusasec,ijustneedtotalk

tomyfriendhere"theyreluctantlynoddedand

closedthedoor.Iswitchedonthelightfromthe

frontseat,ihadtoseeherface



"Wasitaboutbotheringmeoryoudidn'ttrust

mewithsuchanimportantupdateorupgrade

ofyourlife?"

"Iwasafraidthatyouwouldn'tbehappyforme"

"wow,iamhappyforyoubesidesbeing

shocked...whatireallywantedtotalktoyou

aboutisourprofessor,lasttimeicheckedyou

werewithhim"

"Iendedthingswithhimmonthsago,whenyou

gotyouraccident.Itwasn'tworkingoutforme

himandiwanteddifferentthings.Ireallyam

sorrymyfriendishould'vetoldyouaboutallof

this."

"Sowegoingtobeinlawswow"isatthere

amazed,ihonestlydidn'tknowhowifeltabout

thisbutitwasnoneofmybusinessright?

[01/19,20:11]Ron:Insert45

"Hisagreatguyandit'squitehardnottolove

him,thewayherespectsmesomethingihave



neverexperiencedwhenitcomestoguys.At

firstithoughtyeshischarmingandallprobably

wantstogetundermypantslikeeveryother

guybuthehasprovenmewrong,heloves

effortlesslymyfriendorrathersisterwhichis

kindofcutedon'tyouthink?"Shewassmiling

allthistimeiguessshereallywasinlovewith

him.

"Cuteandweirdbutgoodweird.Youknowafter

theAmandaincidenthedidsayhelikesyouand

ithoughthewasfoolingaroundbutiguessnot,

youbothdeservetobehappy"ismiledback.

Westayedalittlelongerjustcatchingupuntil

Lungadecidedtobeadisturbingfactorwhich

wasatotalblur.

"ThankGodyouhaven'tkilledmywife"igiggled

"Theonlypeopleiintendonkillingyouandyour

brother"isaidgettingoffthecar

"Pleasespareusourlivesyourhighness"said

Melisizwehuggingmefrombehindigiggled



andturnedhehadamessageformefromthe

elderswhichwasmakingsurethatPennywas

comfortableandlockedinLunga'sroomjust

likeiwasandSindywilldotherest.Pityforher

shewasgoingtospendChristmasdaylocked

upsucksbutheyrulesarerules.

"Howlonghaveyouknown"iaskedgetting

insidemycovers

"Acoupleofweeksnow,whendadandhis

brotherswenttokznforthenegotiations...

sorryfornottellingyoubutitwasn'tmyplace"

hegentlylaidmeonhischestandwecuddled.

"Sohowisitthatmamaissocalmaround

Nosipho?Imeanherattitudestinks"he

laughed

"Iseriouslydon'tknowyouhavetoaskher

yourself...whatiamcurioustoknowthoughis

howdoyoufeelaboutyourbestratheronly

friendgettinghitchedintothefamily?"

"Besidesbeingambushedaboutit,iamhappy



forherandithinkit'sawesomeyouknow"

"I'msensingabut"ichuckled

"butiwishshehadtoldmesoicouldgetused

toournewnormal"

"Ifeelyoumynigga"igiggled

"Youneedtodecideonwhatyoucallme"he

chuckled

"Noneed,iwillusewhichevernameiwantand

youautomaticallyhavetotagalongwithit

whichisunfairbutit'soutoflovene"hepecked

mylips

"Igiveupthen...goodnight"

"Notevenanightcapnyana"igiggledgettingon

topofhimtakingofmynightdress.

Christmasdaywasnormalandmerry,myphone

wasforeveroffavoidingtohaveaquarrelwith

Karabosowheniswitcheditonitfloodedwith

voicemessagesandtextsmostlyfromherthen

iwonderedwhereshegotmynumberfromi



respondedtotheimportantcallsandignored

hers.Nosiphohadleftthepreviousnightturns

outshewasfromthevillage.Againitwas

Sindy'sdutytotakecareofPennyandisaw

lessofher.Thefollowingdaywasabusyday

withmakingPennyawifeandall.Wewokeup

earlyandpreparedforherday,making

breakfastfortheguestsandnothingannoyed

memuchasmakingthehotbeverages.Theday

proceededandispenttherestofthedayinthe

kitchendoingmybit,lateronPennycamein

withtheelderwifeshewasnowMilani,she

showedheraroundandshedidherdutiesas

expected.

DayslaterwedrovebacktoJoburgusing

Lunga'scarwithNosiphowasseatednextto

whocomplainedabouteverything,shewasa

completedivaikeptlookingatMelisizwewho

occupiedthefrontpassengerseateverytime

shecomplainedaboutSego'scheeringand

gigglesyouknowbabytalkbecausehe



practicallyforcedmetodrivewiththem,iwas

beyondannoyedshewasjustanoldbitter

womanithadtobethelongestdrivei'veever

hadinmyentirelifeifeltsorryforPennyto

haveamotherinlawlikeherwastotally

somethingelse.Whenwereached

JohanessburgiliterallysangHallelujaand

whentheydroppedushomeijumpedforjoy.

"Segoandiareoccupyingthemainbedroom

andyounotinvited"isaidthatshuttingthedoor

inhisfaceandlockeditiwasextremelymadat

himformakingmespendmother8hoursinthe

samecarewiththediva.

"Iamsorrymylove"heshouted

"GocuddlewithyourgrannydivaNosipho"i

shoutedbackidon'tknowwherethatcame

fromthoughiheardhimlaugh

"Thatissogrousemylovejustimaginesuch

hotnessandsexinessnexttothatoldsaggy

bodyandontopofthatshewasmyfather's



sidewhichmakesherhisleftovers...youreally

aregrouse"isilentlygiggledandwalkedupto

thedoorandopenedup

"I'mstillmadatyou,idiot"

"Andiamsorryokay,ijustdidn'twanttomake

thingsawkwardwithLungaandMilanisoihad

tohaveyoumadatmethanhim,atleastwith

youiknowwhattodowhenyoumad...iam

sorryokay"inoddedandhepeckedmylips.

Dayslaterhewentbacktoworkandiwentto

meetupwithahotshortfamilyattorneyChris

deBurgleavingmybabywithherbabysitter

whowasbackfromheralmost2monthspaid

leavemustbenice...nejokingshedeservedit,

itwastimetogetKarabooutofourlives.Chris

didn'tcomecheapbutmyhusbandhadthe

moneyanditwasallforagoodcourse.Imetup

withhimathisfirm,aclassyplacewithagreat

viewinNorthCliff.

"MrsJonathan"hesaidextendinghishandfor



ashakeafterexchanginggreetingswithhimi

explainedthedetailsandhetoldmeweneeded

consentfromthebiologicalmotherformeto

adoptSegobutforMelisizwetogetfullcustody

theywouldhavetoinvestigateevaluateKarabo.

"Can'tthisbeusedagainstherforbothcases?"

Iaskedhandinghimacopyofthenote

fortunatelyformeihadalwayskeptitand

madecopies

"WiththisyouhavewonalreadyMrsJonathan,

letmegettoworkthen"hesaidthatwithagrin.

Hegavemeacontractwithhisconsultationfee

andeveryfeehecharged,termsandconditions

whatnot.Icalledmyhusbandandhetoldmeto

signitafterreadingitcarefullu0yandmaking

sureiunderstoodeverythinginthecontractand

requestasignedcopy.Ididastoldgaveout

herecontactdetailsfromtheofficenumbershe

usedtocallmeandherothernumbertogether

withherworkplaceaddress.Ihadalsorequest

aprotectionorderagainsthersoshecouldstop



contactingmeinanyform.Thiswasme

fightingbackthesmartwayratherthan

quarrellingwithher.

[01/19,20:11]Ron:Insert46

AftermymeetingwithMrDeBurgidroveto

Houghtoniwasvisitingmyhusbandjustto

checkouthisworkplaceandobviouslytomake

astatementtohisfemalecolleaguesandiwas

lookinggreatandmatured,iwasinmynude

highwaistloosefittingpantswithawhite

tuckedincurvedboobcubetightfittingtopand

anudesleevelesssummercoatwithagold

pencilshoemytwisttightintoaneatbunanda

bitofmakeupjustnaturalfeel...onthewayi

boughthimlunch.Theydidasecuritycheck

beforeiwalkedintothereceptionarea,oneof

thereceptionisttoldmetowaitonthecouches

hewaswrappingupameeting.Minuteslater

sheescortedmeuptohisoffice,wepassedby

anopenspaceofficethenalleyeswereonme

butikeptmyheadhelduphighandsmiledmy



missionwascertainlyaccomplished,igreeted

aswepassed.Sheknockedbeforegetting

inside,hesummonedusin.Ilookedaroundas

hespokewithhisreceptionistithadagreat

viewandclassybuthisdeskwasmessy,

paperseverywherehemust'vebeenbusy.

"ThanksLu"hesaidthatgettingupasshe

walkedoutclosingthedoor,heclosedthe

blindsandwalkedovertome

"Ibroughtyoulunch"isaidplacingmyhandson

hischestasheheldmebywaisthesmashed

hislipstomineandpulledawayafterawhile

clearinghisthroat.

"Youmeanmarkingyourterritoryright?"I

giggled

"Itisn'taboutthat,ifiguredmyhusbandmust

behungrythenbroughtyoulunch"hechuckled

"Yearightibelieveyou"igiggledagain....you

lookbeautiful"hepeckedmylips



"Thanks"

"Thanksforlunchbabe,youjoiningmeright"he

askedgoingthroughthebag

"ifyounotbusy"isaidlookingoverhisdesk

"I'mnevertoobusyforyou"ismiledashe

gentlypulledmetotheroundtablenexttoa

couchatthecorneroftheoffice.

"DeBurgsaidthatwehaveacase"hisfacial

expressionchangedokay,that'snew."What?"

"Nothing"hesaidfocusingonhistakeout

"Butyourfacesaysotherwise"helookedatme

movingclosertomenearingmyface

"thisissomethingi'dratherdo"ourlipscollided,

hekissedmelustfullywhichsentshiversand

sensationsdownmyspine,tinglesinmypalace

nextthingiknewiwasmoaningingreat

pleasuretryingsohardtobequietinhisoffice

fromthecouchtohisdesk.Afteroursteamy

sessionileft,iwasflushedokayitwaswild



probablythewildestthingihaveeverdone.

Weekslateriwasbackatschool,ihadpassed

allmymodulesbutthoseweren'tthebestofmy

resultsbutiwenteasyonmyselfwith

everythingthatwashappeningiperformedway

better.Anywaysihadjustgotbackfrom

campushavingaquicksnack,myphonerangit

wasChris.

"MrDeBurgihopeyouhavegreatnewsforme"

"Dependsonhowyouviewthemcanwemeet

rightnowifyou'renotbusy,i'maroundSandton"

"Uhmcanyougiveme20minutes"

"Okaycallmewhenyougettothemall"ihung

upandpreparedtoleave.Idrovetothemall

andmetupwithhimatarestaurant.

"Ipersonallywenttoherworkplaceandthey

confirmedshe'soutofthecountry,Kenyashe

hasbeentheresinceafterChristmasandwill



beforaminimaloffiveyears.Ihiredaprivate

investigatoronyourbehalfjustforconfirmation

andhehasgivenmethis"hehandedmean

envelopewithherpictures"sheiswiththe

doctorswithoutbordersorganization,meaning

ourhandsaretied."Iwasdisappointedbythis

whatgamewassheplaying,notsolongago

shewantedSegobackandnowdoctorswithout

borderwhatisthat.iwasbusyviewingthe

paperworkandherpicturesshewaswithher

patientsandcolleaguesandofcoursethey

weretakenwithoutherknowledge.

"Uhmiguessthisendsourbusinessthen

thanks,pleasesendmeyourinvoice"

"WilldojustsoweareclearitincludestheP.I

fee"inoddedibidhim farewellandwewent

separateways.WhenigothomeMelisizwewas

withLungaigreetedandwalkedofftomyroom

andthrewmyselfonthebedandfacedthe

ceiling,momentslaterhegotinandlaidbeside

me."What'swrong?"Heasked



"Nothing"ianswered

"Tryagain"heturnedsidewayandsupportedhis

headwithhishand

"Wecan'tgothroughwiththeadoptionorsole

custodyKarabohasjoineddoctorswithout

bordersshe'sinKenya."Heexhaledlikehewas

relievedilookeduptohim"youseemrelieved?"

"Noiamnot,i'mjustdisappointed

"You'relying"

"Whywouldilie?"

"Idon'tknowmaybeyouwanttogetbackwith

her"

"Willyoustopusingthatallthetime,iwon't

defendmyselfallthetime....shechosetoleave

sodealwithitactuallyyoushouldbehappythat

sheleftjustlikeiam"hesnappedandwalked

outisighedwhyamilettingheractionsgetto

me,shedidthemostgraciousthingandlefti

shouldbehappybuthereamiaccusingmy



husbandofwantingtobewithher.Ineedtoget

overmyinsecurities.

[01/19,20:11]Ron:Insert47

Ifollowedafterhimandfoundhiminhisman

cavewithaglassofwhiskeyinhishandseated

atthebarareaipouredmyselfaglassofwine

andsatnexttohim,heeyedmeiknowitwas

aboutthewinebuthesaidnothing.Isippedon

it,tastedheavenly."Iknowyou'rehiding

somethingfromme,keepingsomethingaway

frommetoprotectmeortoprotectus,mostly

youwhateveryoumaycallittechnicallyyou're

lyingandidon'tlikeit"istoodupwithmyglass

andwalkedtothedoorandstopped"ithought

youlearntsomethingfromtheincidentwithmy

parents."Withthatsaidiwalkedouttothe

kitchenandstartedondinner.Minuteslaterhe

walkedinwithabottleofwineandrefilledmy

glassbutipaidnomindtohim,hesatonthe

counterwatchedmecook."Imadeherleave"

thatcameoutasawhisperijustignoredhim,



washeseriousthough?

"Imadeafewcalls,paidafewbribesforherto

gettheoffer,iknowsheiscareerdrivenand

woulddoanythingtoboastit,justasithought

shetookitwithoutthinkingtwice"

"Whywouldyoudothat?Youhavemessedup

ourplans"isaidfrustrated

"YourplansLilithanotoursormineyours

alone."Iliterallyfrozeallthistimeiwasthinking

wewereinthistogether."Trustmeididthisfor

Sego,iknowiwaswrongforgoingbehindyour

backbutihadtoyourobsessionovergetting

ridofKaraboiscloudingyourjudgement,you

wouldn'torwon'tseereasonwithme.Iknow

youloveSegoandsheknowsyouasher

motherbutalongthelinessheisgoingtofind

outandknowingKaraboshewouldbepleased

totellherbeforeweevendothatandguess

whatsheisgoingtohateusforhidingthetruth

andstrippingherbiologicalmotheroffher



motherlyrights.Iwishweweren'tinthis

situationbutwehavetoputherfirstbeforeour

feelings,trustmei'ddoanythingtokeep

Karabooutofourlivesbutitseems

impossible...Iamsorrybabe"idownedmy

glassofwinetookoffmyapron

"thankyouformakingafooloutofme...ineed

towalkoffyourlies"withthatsaidiwalkedout,

hefollowedasiwalkedtothegate

"Babeplease,it'slatecomebackin"ishookmy

headasienteredmycodeforthegatetoopen.

Iwalkedoutthestreets,theyweresoquietthe

eveningbreezerefreshing,ishoulddothis

moreoftenithoughttomyself.Ihatedwhat

Melisizwedid,hecould'vesatmedown,ihave

neverbeenunreasonablewhenitcomestohim

afterwalkingforwhatseemedlikeeternityi

walkedbackhome,thinkingmaybeheisright,

maybeiwentaboutitthewrongway.Iwas

conflictedaboutwhatiwantedabouteverything,

maybejustmaybeiwaswrongfortakingherin



maybewrongforlovingherknowingshewasn't

mineworstofallforgettingattachedtoher

Whenigotinside,hewasinmyaproninthe

kitchenguesshefinishedupcookingeven

thoughhehateddoingitsuchabeautifulsite.I

walkedpasthimbuthegotholdofmyarm"you

okay?"Heaskedijustblanklylookedathim

"stupidquestion"itriedwalkingawaybuthe

heldme"lookiamsorrybutithadtobedone"i

noddedandwalkedtomyroombumpinginto

MaSophiewithSegowhowantedmetotake

herbuticouldn'tijustcouldn'tnotfeelinglike

this,normallyshecouldjustchangemymood

butnottodaysoijustranupthestairsand

closedthedoor,slidingonitandnoiwasn't

cryingijusthadnotstrengthanymore.The

followingdayswerehardonmeicouldn'thelp

butfeelbetrayedbymyownhusbandbuti

eventuallycamebacktomysenses,maybei

wasalittleselfish,maybeiwasobsessedwith

gettingridofKarabothatiforgotaboutthe



future.

Wesortedthingoutilookedbeyondthelying

andthebetrayalwithSego'smomoutofthe

pictureiwasnowbeyondhappy,ifocusedon

thepositivesideofitstoppedlookingfor

problemswherethereweren'tandaccusingmy

husband.Iwasfocusedonmystudies,

marriageandmyownhappiness.Speakingof

happinessandmarriagemyparentswereata

betterspacemomsaidso,iwashappyseemed

likeeverythingwasbacktonormal.Itwas

alreadylateFebruaryiwasoncampuswalking

tomycarwithMilaniwhenireceivedacallfrom

anumberididn'tknow."Hi"ianswered

"Busi,it'smeAmanda"iwebothwentsilenti

feltmystomachturn.Ifinallyspoke

"Amanda,whatdowant?"Milaeyedme

"Iwanttoapologisetoyouineedtoseeyou"

shewasstammering

"Whereareyou?"Iaskediwasn'tawareofher



whereaboutorworsehercaselasttimei

checkedshewassentforpsychiatric

evaluation"

"Johannesburgprison"

"I'llmaketime,whencanivisit?"Iaskeditwas

longoverdue,timetoletgo.

"Areyoubeingforreal?"Shesoundedexcited

soikeptquiet"wheneveryoucanduringthe

week"

"Okayi'llbetherenextweekbye"

"uhmBusiThankyou"

"Sure"isaidandhungupiexhaledasigot

inside,idroveoffandMilakeptstealing

glancesatmeandthatirritatedme

"SaywhateveryouwanttosayMila"

"youknowigotalottosayaboutAmandaand

it'snotgoodsoi'lljustkeepmyopinionsto

myselfandletyoubeandit'skindofconflictof

interestshe'syoursisterandi'myoursisterin



lawsoyea...i'mmaletyoube"withthatsaidi

alsokeptmymouthshutidrovehertoher

placeanditwassilent

Anywayswhenigothome,myhusbandwas

backandtherewasacarinthedrivewaythati

didn'tknow.Igotinsideusingthekitchen

walkingintotheloungetherewasawhitemale

andfemaleinformalwearwithaboyseated

nexttothem,aspittingimageofmyhusband

probablyinhisearlyteensoryounger."Not

again"imurmuredwalkinginside.Melisizwe

stoodupextendedhishandformetohold,he

lookedstressed,terrifiediknewthatlookfrom

thetimeSegocameintoourlives.Isatdown

exchanginggreetingswiththepair,icouldn't

takemyeyesoftheboy.Theysaidtheywere

leavingandtheylefttheboybehindwithmy

husbandwalkingthemout,thereandthenijust

knewitwashis.Hecamebackandiwas

alreadyonmyfeetwalkingupstairshefollowed

afterme"Babe"hecalledoutformeasiwalked



insideourroom"whatareyou?Ababymaking

machine?"
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“Everheardofacondom?Theplasticwrap

thingtheyusetopreventpregnancyohand

otherdiseases?Orwhat,youallergictoit?”

Heslightlychuckledclosingthedoorbehind

himwhilstIthrewmybagsonthebed

“Youfindthisamusing?IfyouthinkIamgoing

toraiseanotherkidthenyou’vegotallyou

goingtotakehimbacktowhereeverhecame

frombacktohismother.Iamnotdoingthis

againIamnotinvitingoneofyourexesintomy

homeagain,thisiswhereIdrawtheline.Isthis

whyyoutookmetofamilyplanning,because

youknowyouhavekidsalloverJohannesburg?

Howmanykidsdoyouhave,isthismynew

normalnow?Acceptingyourchildrenthenlife

willbegreat,isthatwhyyouagreedtomarrya

pureyoungpersonsothatyoucanmanipulate



meintoraisingyourkids,formetoputupwith

suchnonsense?”Ibreathedtryingnottolash

out

“Noourmarriageisn’taboutthatpleaseletme

explain”

“Youmeanmanipulateme,softenmeup?What

kindofafatherareyou?Nowhoareyou?You

takinghimbacktohismotherIdon’tcareifshe

loveshimornotwhetherheremindshimofyou

ornotIdon’tcareyousee…”

“Hismotherisdeadandhehasno-oneelse

besidesme…”hecutmeshortnowthatcaught

myattentionIsatonthebedbehindmeIhad

nochoiceinthis“ithasbeenaweeksinceshe

wasburied”webothsatinsilence

“Soyouknewabouthimanditneveroccurred

toyouthatyouhaveawifewhoneededtoknow

abouthim?”

“Notexactly,Ithoughthismotherabortedhim”I

gaspedhesatbeside



“What?Youaskedhertoabort?”

“NoIdidn’t,Ihavealwayshadthisbadboy

attitude,imageandIowneduptoit,messedup

withgirlsOngeziwewasoneofmyvictimstoo

nowmypastcomingbacktohaunt.At18first

yearatWitsIhadagirlfriendOngeziwe,his

motherweweregoodthenmonthsdownthe

lineshebecamecoldanddistanced,aftergoing

backhomeinNovemberherfriendcalledme

andtoldmethatshewaspregnantandshe

abortedthebabybecauseItoldIherIwasn’t

readytohavekidswhenthetopicsurfacedI

didn’tbelievehersoIcalledOngeziweandshe

confirmedabortinghimthefollowingyearshe

nevercamebackthenIforgotaboutherupuntil

earliertoday.Iamsorryforhurtingyou”

“There’salwaysastorywithyou…thisistoo

muchMelisizweIjust,pleaseIneedtobe

alone”

“Whatdoyoumean?”



“ThatIneedtobealone,thatIneedroomto

digestallofthis,thatIneedtobreath,thatI

wantyououtofmysight”surprisinglyIhave

beencalmallalongnotyellingathimlikeI

normallydo.

“SowhatdoIdointhemeantime?”heasked

stammering

“Melisizweplease…”heraisedhishandsin

surrenderandwalkedout.Icurledmyselfupin

bedandletoutasoftsob,ithurtbeingawife,

andthereweresomanyexpectationsthat

camewiththetitle.Sothisiswhattheymeant

whentheysaidyouholdonnomatterwhatthe

situationis,keepyourfamilytogetherandbea

goodwifebutwheredoesonedrawthelineto

thegoodwifetitle,theselflesslovingwifeI

meanthelabelIwillgetifIturnhimawayifI

refusetolethimstayisaheartlessbitch

becauseheisamotherlesschild,whichisfar

moreworsethanSego’ssituationandIwon’tbe

abletolivewithmyselfifIdarebeselfish,make



himchooseandleavingisn’tanoptionI’vebeen

putinacorner…

Imust’vefallenasleepbecauseIwokeupstill

curledupalonebutwithathrowovermybody

andtheroomdarker.Iswitchedontheside

lampandcheckedthetimeonmyphoneitwas

aftermidnight.Igotoffthebedandrelieved

myselfwashingmyface,myeyeswereswollen.

Ichangedintomypyjamasthendiscoveredthat

Iwashungry.Iwentdownstairsandfoundthe

TVplayingwiththelightsoff,Melisizweseated

onthecouchstaringintospace.Iwalkedpast

himtothekitchenswitchedonthelights,I

foundmyplatefromtheoven,warmeditupand

satonthecounterafterpouringmyselfsome

juice.Ipracticallyforcedmyselftoeatbecause

Icouldn’tdownanythingandIwasstarving.

AftereatingIwentupstairs,switchedonmy

laptopandwatchedasitcomjusttocheer

myselfupwithhopethatIwillfallasleep

instantly.



ThefollowingdayIwokeupandtookashower

andgotdressedintomykneelengthdenim

shortsandapeachlazytopwithsandals,

looselytiedupmytwist,Ihadeyebagsthough.

Iwalkeddownstairswithmyarmbag.Ifound

MelisizwewithhischildrenwatchingTVand

theyhadtheirfeetonmycoffeetable,atany

dayIwould’vesaidsomethinginsteadIsaid

nothing.Segodidthemostamazingthing,yes

shetookafewstepstomydirectionbefore

falling.Igiggledandtookherintomyarms

“Morning”Igreetedandwalkedpastthemto

thekitchen,MaSophiewasmakingbreakfast,

OatstobeprecisewehadthatonSaturdays

don’tknowwhybutthehabitgotstuckwithus

soIexchangedgreetingwithher

“Areyousureyou’refinemychild?”sheasked

concernedInoddedandfocusedonmaking

Sego’sfood.Ifedherbabytalkingwithher,she

justlightenedupmymood.MaSophiedished

upforeveryoneandcalledthemover.Theysat



overthecounter,Melisizwekeptstealing

glancesatmebutsaidnothing.MaSophie

handedthemtheirbowlstogetherwithmilkand

syrup.

“Idon’teatthiscrap”heyelledpushinghisbowl

thatitcrashedonthefloor,thatwasofficialI

don’tlikehim,hisill-manneredMelisizwe

glancedatmeshocked,Ijuststaredback

“UhmYondathatisnowaytotalk,letalonewith

yourelders”Yondathatwashisname,

disrespectfulYonda.“Getupandcleanthatup”

Melisizwesaidcompletelyamazedhenever

sawthatoncomingIcouldtellthathewas

completelydefeated.Heglaredathisfather

“Andwhatisthepurposeofhavingher

around?”herespondedpointingatMaSophie

whoseemedjustasshockedbythatresponse.

ItookMaSophie’sbreakfastandtookherhand

andwewalkedoutleavingSegoonherchair.

“IamsorryaboutthatMa,it’ssomethingthat



needstosortedout”Isaidplacingherbreakfast

onthediningtableandopenedheraseatand

shesatdown

“It’sokay,I’veraisedwhitekidsandseenworse”

InoddedbutIwasn’tgoingtohaveher

mistreatedbysomechild.Iwentbackthey

seemedtohavereachedanagreementbecause

YondawascleaningitupandMelisizwewas

fumingItookSegoandmakebowloffoodand

joinedMaSophie.AfterbreakfastIdidthe

dishesitwasinsanelyintensearoundthehouse

IorderedMaSophietogetreadyIwasgoing

outwithherandSegotogiveYondaandhis

fathersomespace.
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AfteralongdaystrollingatthemallwithMa

Sophie,spendingmyhusband’smoneywithno

careintheworld,spoilingmaSophietoaspa

treatmentforafewhoursjustbecauseIcan

whilstIshoppedmoreandboughtafewitems



forher,itwasactuallytherapeuticdoingjust

that.Weendeduphavingdinneratspur,

apparentlyitwasherfavouriterestaurantIhad

nointentionsofcookingnorbuyingfoodfor

Melisizweandhisson,weenjoyedourdinner

overalightconversationwithhertalkingabout

herkids,theirfunnychildhoodstoriesuntilshe

touchedonthesituationathand.

“Marriagesareunderattackbythedarkforces

youknow,yoursincluded”she'schristianbythe

way..shesaidlookingatmethentakingabite

atherribsIsighedandtookasipofmywine

“Yondaisthatdarkforcene?”shegiggled

“Notdirectly,whatI’mtryingtosaytoyouis

thatyouneedtoprayforyourhusband,foryour

marriage”shetookanotherbitatherfoodthen

itoccurredtomethatIhadn’tprayedinawhile

thatIhadstoppedattendingchurch,servingthe

lordwhatwasIturningto?“Marriagecanturn

youintosomethingyounotbutwithprayerthat



canbeavoided”

“WhatdoIexactlyprayforMa?Praythatmy

husband’soffspringstopsshowingupatmy

door?”

“Prayforpeaceinyourunionmychild”she

didn’tunderstandwhatwashappeningbutI

chosetonodandkeepmymouthshut.There

waspeacewhenitwasjustmyhusbandandI

butnowthingshavechangeditisn’tourunion

there’schildreninvolved.Sheprobablynoticed

thatIwasn’tfinewithtalkingaboutthissoshe

justletmebe.

“Istillcan’tbelievehowdisrespectfulheis”I

finallysaidavoidingtheawkwardness

“Howoldisheagain?”sheaskedsmiling

“Idon’tknoweither”

“Buthecanbefixedwithafewbuttslaps,you

canputhimontherightpath”Ichuckled,I

founditamusingthatshewasalsoexpecting



metoraisehim

“Whynothisgrandparents?”Iaskedcuriousof

thesuddenexpectations

“Boysneedmalefiguresaroundmore

especiallyathisage”shedefendedher

statement

“There’snodenyingthatbutMelisizwe’sdadis

stillverymuchalive”

“Sothat’swhatyouhavedecidedon?”she

asked

“No,I’mjustplayingaroundwithwordsMa”I

gaveherafaintsmile.Afterpayingthebillwe

drovehome,itwasalreadyafter7pmandSego

wasfastasleepshemust’vebeentired.I

parkedinfrontofthehouse,MaSophietook

sleepingSegoinwhilstIoffloadedourshopping

bagsandgotinside,thelittlebratwasn’taround

wellthekitchenandlivingroombutmybrother

inlawandhiswifewere.MaSophietookher

stufftoherroomtogetherwithmineandSego’s



leavingmewiththegroceriesIstartedpacking

everythingintothecupboardandfridgeMilani

cameinlookingallsortsofbeautiful,maturedI

missedherbutIknewwhyshewasaround,to

talktomenotournormalgirltalkwhich.

“Hi”shegreetedhelpingmeunpackthe

shoppingbags

“Hello”Irespondedwithoutpayingattentionto

her

“Youokay?”sheasked

“Morethanokay,you?”Ibrieflylookedather

andshewasfocusingonmemorelikeshewas

analysingme.“I’mgoodbutI’mmoreworried

aboutyou”

“Wellyoushouldn’t”IturnedbackintowhatI

wasdoingwepackedeverythingshethenheld

myhandasItookmyarmbag

“Youknowyoucanalwaystalktomeright?I

meanIwasyourfriendbeforeanythingelse,I



stillamandyoucantrustme”Iwasinnomood

totalk,toheroranyoneelseforthatmatter.

“likeIsaidIammorethanokay,great,

awesome,fantasticandanythingelsein

between”Isaidthatwithasmile,ofcourseit

wasfakeIjustwantedtobeleftaloneandshe

seemedconvincedandletgoofmyhand.I

walkedoutandshefollowed,Iexchanged

greetingwithLungathenwalkedofftomyroom.

MyshoppingbagswereonthebedsoIjust

tookthemandstuffedeverythingintothecloset.

Iundressedandsoakedmyselfintothebath

tubforthelongesttimeever,justthinkingabout

thewholesituationandendedupcrying,Idon’t

knowwhyIactedokaywitheveryoneelse

whilstIwastorninsidediscoveringthatI

marriedawomanizerwhowasn’tafraidofliving

hischildrenfatherlessthatwasthebittertruth,I

washurtingIwascluelessofwhattodo.I

finallygotoutanddriedmyselfthenwrapped

anothertowelaroundmybodybeforecleaning



thebathtub.WhenIwalkedinsideMelisizwe

wasseatedonthebedonhisphonebut

immediatelystoppedtypingandstoodupwhen

Iwalkedinside.

“Babe?”hecalledoutIjustignoredhimand

droppedthetowelinfrontofthefulllength

mirrorinourroomIcouldperfectlyseehimand

appliedmybodymoisturizer.

“Babe,Lilitha?”Ilookedupandmyeyesmetup

withhisthroughthemirror“pleasetalktome”

“Andsaywhatexactly?”Iaskedsoftly

“Anything,lashoutonme,snapatmeanything

besidesbeingquietlikethis”Ichuckledsoftly,I

wasdonewithlashingout,Iwasstillcalmlikea

cucumber.

“SoIcanhaveyoucallingmeintoorder?Iwon’t

giveyouthatsatisfaction”….hejuststaredatme

withthissadfacialexpression“trustmethisis

somuchbetter,hadsomeonetoldmeaboutit,

mylifewould’vebeensomuchbetter”he



remainedsilentwhilstIcontinuedwithwhatI

wasdoingafterthatIworemypyjamasand

walkedtomysideofthebedandgotinsidemy

coversandfocusedonmyphone.Ifeltthebed

deepeningandpaidnomindtothat.

“LookIamsorry”hefinallysaid“Ican’teven

begintoimaginewhatthisisdoingtoyou,

hurtingyou.IknowIamaskingalotfromyou

butpleaseatleasttalktome,tellmewhattodo

andI’lldoitinaheartbeat”therewegoagain

himaskingmetobeamotheragaintohislittle

bratbutthistimearoundheisn’texactly

straightforwardaboutit.

“DowhateveryoufeellikedoingMelisizwe,

whatevermakesyouhappyIdon’tcare”

“Babeplease…”Icuthimshort

“I’mdonetalkingMelisizwe,Iwon’tmotheryour

littlebrat.Ijustcan’tSego’senoughnowplease

leave”Iheardhimhuffthenwalkedoutminutes

later.IfinallyexhaledlikesinceIhadbeen



holdingmybreathforfartoolongcalming

myself.
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Ijustcurledmyselfupinbed,ifiguredtotake

myproblemstothemanaboveuseMaSophie's

adviceigotofmybedwiththelittlestrengthi

hadinmeandwentdownonmykneesalli

managedtosaywas"DearGodiknowyou're

listening,ineedyou'reguidancebutknowthisi

lovemyhusband..."thenicriedijustcried,i

washurtingicouldn'tmovepastmyhispast,i

couldn'tseeusbeyondthat.Afterwhatseemed

likeforeverjustsilentlypouringmyhearttoGod

ifeltbetter,somuchbetterlikeahugeburden

hadbeenliftedoffmyshouldersleavingspace

formetobreathandbeme.

Adaylateriwasinthekitchenmaking

breakfastforeveryonebeforeleavingfor

schoolandiwasalmostdonemakingflapjacks.

Hesnakehisarmsaroundmywaistkissingthe



sideofmycheek.Imissedbeingheldlikethat,

beinginhisarms,westoodinsilencewithme

enjoyingthemomentuntiliturnedaround.

"Morning"hesaidthatpeckingmylips,withhis

armsstillwrappedaroundmywaistwithmine

onhisarms

"Morning"irepliedsoftly

"Imissyou,imisstalkingtoyou,imissbeing

closetoyou,imissmywifemynunus"ismiled

ashewaslookingdeepintomyeyesmoving

thesamedirectionasmine.Hiseyesconfirmed

hisloveformeandthat'sallineededtoknow

thathelovesme

"Imissmyhusbandmore"asmilecurvedonhis

face,hepeckedmylipsagain

"Iamsorryforhurtingyou,iknowthisisalltoo

muchforyou.Ireallyamsorryiloveyouandi

don'twanttolivemylifewithoutyouplease

forgivememylove"inodded



"Idon'twanttobewithoutyoutoomylifewould

totallysuckdon'tgetmewrongyounotexactly

myreasontobreathsoiwon'tdiewithoutyou"

hechuckled"butiwillbetotallymiserable,ilove

youtoo"hepeckedmylipsoncemorethen

furtherdeepenedourkiss,howimissedsuch

momentswithhimigiggledbetweenthelip

lockingandsuckingmakinghimpullaway.

"Whatup?"Heaskedcurious

"Justthoughtabouthowi'vedeprivedmyself

offmomentslikethese,mywifelyrights"he

laughed

"Suchanidiot,comehere"hegentlypulledmy

armthenwrappedmeinhisembracewestood

likethatuntilMaSophiecameinwithSego.

"Mama"shesaidtakingherarmsoutformeto

takeher.Ididandplacedheronthecounter,

herfatherheldherdownsoshedoesn'tfalloff

asiwasdishingoutbreakfast.

Afterbreakfasthedrovemetoschool,wewere



bothavoidingthesituationathand,justhaving

alightconversationandiwasgladwebothdid,

iwasinnomoodtotalkaboutitiwasn'tready

totalkaboutYondayet,ievenrefusedtothink

abouthim.Hedroppedmeoffatschooland

leftforworkinhiscasualwearwhichwaskind

ofweirdconsideringthatitwasaMondayand

heworkedforastrictlyprofessional

environment,Ihadashortbutbusyday,by

lunchtimeiwasdonewithmyclassessoi

calledMelisizwesincehepromisedtopickme

upwheni'mdone.Pennyofferedtowaitwith

mesowestayedinLunga'scartechnicallyher

car.

"Wedriftingapartandidon'tlikeit"shesaid

thatlookingatmebutikeptquietandfocused

onmyphone"pleasetalktome"

"Talkaboutwhat?"Iaskedlookedupather

"Thesituationathome"

"Don'twannatalkaboutitsoletitgo"



"IsitbecauseimarriedLunga,younot

approvingofourmarriage,relationship?that's

whyyouwon'ttalktomeright?"Straightupshe

knewtheanswertothat.

"Honestly,ican'ttalktoyoubecauseour

husbandsarecloseokaywhatiknowisthat

yourloyaltydoesn'tlaywithmeanymoreiknow

thisbecausemyhusbandcomesfirstbefore

mybestfriend,myloyaltiesjustasyoulaywith

himnomatterwhat,soyouknowingabouthow

ifeelaboutsomethingthatconcernsMelisizwe

automaticallymakeshimknow.Ican'tcallhim

namesandlaughaboutitwithyoubecausehe

willknow.Andtrustmethisisn'taboutme

beingselfishorjealous,iloveyouandalways

wishonlythebestforyouandtrustmewheni

sayiamhappyforyou,thebothofyou"

"Iamsorryinsinuatingthatyou'reselfish,ijust

don'twannalosemybestfriendandi'mtrying

tobesupportive"inoddedansweringmyphone,

Melisizwewaswaitingformenexttotheexit.I



bidhergoodbyeandgotinsidethecar.He

peckedmylipsanddroveofftoanopposite

direction,iwasn'tfamiliarwiththatsideofthe

town,weparkedbyRosebankMallandwalked

in,hehadmyhandinhisilovedtheattentionhe

gaveimeanthelittleaffectionategestureshe

made.HeledtheywaytoRocomamaswegota

tableandheorderedforthebothofus,iloved

theirfoodtheirturbochargedfrieswithcheese

moreespeciallytheirfreakshakeandhewas

awareofthat.

"howoldishe?"Iaskedoutofnowhereandhe

seemedsurprisedbymyquestion.

"Let'snotspoilthemoodtalkingaboutthat"he

saidlookingatme

"Atsomepointwehavetoandwecan'tkeep

avoidingit"

"11,his11hesaid"playingwithmyhandthat

wasonthetableinoddedthinkingaboutthe

factthatiwasonly9yearsolderthanhim,which



explainshisstinkingattitude.

"Whathappenedtohismother?"

"Killedinacarcrash"Inoddedandthankedthe

waitressassheservedusmymouthinstantly

wateredathowgreatmyfoodlookedandit's

divinesmell.

"Hisgrandparent?"Nowiwashopingtheywere

stillalive

"AccordingtoAdvocateSimon,oldagehome

wellhisgrandmotherthegrandfatherisno

more"inoddedagaindisappointedand

focusedonmymeal

"Whatareyouthinkingabout?"heaskedseeing

thatihadbeenquietforawhile

"Hisstinkingattitude,somethingthaticannot

dealwith.ImeanSego'satotalsweetheart

whoknowsnothingaboutattitude.Thenthere's

himwhoisdisrespectfulandspoilt,howdoi

dealwiththat?Howdoiseebeyondhis



rudenesstowardshiselders.Isthereafibrein

hisbonethatiscapableofrespectingandobey?

Howwilliteacha11yearoldboymanners?"

"iknowit'stoomuchtoaskwaytoomuchbuti

needyoujustthisonce..."icuthimoff

"I'lldoit,hecanstaybutfornowkeephimaway

frommeandmakesureyouteachhimathinga

twoaboutrespect"hesmiled

"Areyousure?"Inodded

"ButneveragainMelisizwenomore"henodded

amultipletimessmiling

"Thanksbabe,idon'tevenknowhowtothank

you"hekissedthebackofmyhand."iloveyou"

hesaidpeckingthebackofmyhandagain.I

swallowedhardthinkingaboutwhatijustdid,i

hadacceptedhimintomyhome,illmannered

asheisibroughthimtomyhouse.Ididitfor

thesakeofpeacebetweenMelisizweandim

becauseilovedmyhusbandandbecausei

couldn'texactlybringmyselftotakeawaya



motherlesschildfromhisfatheraftermeeting

him.Ijusthopedandprayedthatiwasn'tgoing

toregretmydecision.
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"Youhaveabeautifulheartyouknowthat?Not

allpeoplecandowhatyou'redoingforme,

raisingmykids.You'reararebreed,ikeep

thankingGodforyou.You'reoneblessingthat

i'malwayscounting.Iammorethangrateful

forhavingyouinmylifeiloveyou,morethan

anythinginthisworldandi'mnevertakingyou

forgranted,ever."Hesaidasiwaslayingonhis

chestinahotelsuiteCrowneplazaafterour

steamysessionawayfromhomewelljustafew

kilometersawayfromhomeitwasatemporary

solutionforourphysicalneeds,howimissed

beinginhisarms,histouchbeingflipped

kissedandeverythingelse.Ilistenedtohim

sweettalkingme,declaringhisrespectandlove

formeuntilifellasleep



Iwokeuptohisphoneringingishookhimbut

turnedandfacetheotherwithhisarmstill

wrappedaroundme.

"Melisizweyourphone!"Isaidwithmydeep

sleepyvoice,hehidhisheadunderneaththe

pillow

"Answerithesaidunderneaththepillowbutit

stopped.Afewsecondslateritrangagaini

untangledmyselffromhimandreachedforit,it

wasmamasoiswipedthescreentoacceptthe

call.

"Melisizwewhatisitthati'mhearingaboutyou

havinganotherchild?Areyouinsane?"She

yelled"ifLilithaleavesyoutrustmeiwillcheer

heron,doyouthinkshewillstickaroundfor

yournonsense?Aren'tyouevenafraidofallthe

diseases,allyouknowiscumingonevery

vaginawhosechildareyou?"shewaslividi

couldtellfromhertone,iwould'velaughedat

thelastpartbuthey.



"Helloma"irepliedaftershewaitedfor

Melisizwe'sresponse

"OhLilithamychildhowareyousisi?"She

suddenlysoundedworried

"I'mokaymaandyou?"Irepliedsittingup

"Howareyou?"Sheaskedagainconcerned

"Iamfinema,reallyfine"isaidtryingto

convinceher

"Okayifyousayso...canitalktothatexcuseof

ason"

"Pleaseholdma"iroughlyshookhimand

handedhimhisphonebeforegettingoffthe

bed,hewassoirritatedsouchosetogivehim

someprivacy.Iwalkedtothebathroompeed

thentookashowerassumingweweretoleave,

afterawhilehegotinsidehewasangryguess

mamagavehimapieceofhermindhesaid

nothingbesidesmashinghiswarmsoftlipson

mineliftingmeuptheshowerwallnowthat's



somethingtoenjoy.

Afterapassionatelovemakingsessionwe

orderedroomserviceitwasalreadyafter8and

wewerespendingthenightawayfrom.Iwas

alsocuriouswhatmamahadsaidthatticked

himoffsomuchbutchosetolethimbe,of

courseitgavemepleasurablesex,notthatour

sexlifewasboringbutilovedmakeupsex

more,ohtheroughnessofitall.

"Areyouhappywithme?"Heaskedcuddlingme

whichwasapurerandomquestion

"yes"irepliednodding

"Honestly?"

"Yesyouhurtmebuti'mgenuinelyhappy,you

makemehappybeingwithyoumakesme

happy"hebreathedseeminglyoutofrelief"why

doyouask?"

"Justsomethingmymothersaid"

"Wannatalkaboutit?"Iaskedtiltingmyhead



andlearningonmyelbow

"Wannagoonavacationwithjustyourhusband,

nokidsno-oneelsejustthetwoofus?Iguess

weweren'ttalkingaboutit.

"Where,when?"iasked

"Youreasterbreak,destinationofyourchoice"

herepliedpeckingmylips

"Ihaveabetteridea,whynotmakeitafamily

vacation,imeanSego'sbirthdayscomingupso

wecouldcombinethat"

"Abirthdayshewon'tevenremember,nobabe

nokidsallowedit'sourvacation,youandi

alone"

"Thenwhatdowedoforherbirthday?"

"Normalkiddiesparty"

"You'resuchabore"

"Tellmesomethingidon'tknowalready"hesaid

spreadingmylegswidergoingdownonme,i



gaspedasifeltthewarmthofhistongueinmy

palace.

DayslaterMelisizwemanagedtogetYondato

anewschoolsincehechangedProvinces,

whichwasawalkingdistancefromourhouse

tohisschoolsotransportinghimwasn'tgoing

tobeahassle,hewasingrade6.Duringthe

weekendweboughthimeverythinghewouldbe

needingforschoolfromstationerytohis

uniformandaphone.Hewasstillbehaving,i

don'tknowwhathisfatherhadsaidtohimandi

didn'tcareicouldtelliwasn'thisfavourite

personsinceweweren'tinspeakingtermsbut

guesswhatthefeelingwasmutual.

Thefollowingweekhestartedschool,hisdad

droppedhimofeverymorningthendriveto

workandYondawouldwalkbackhome.They

seemedtogetalongquitewell,theylookedso

muchalikehewaslikeayoungerversionof

Melisizweeventheywayhewalkedlikehe

ownedtheworld.Anywaysonthisparticular



Fridayiwaslockedupinthestudyroom

catchingupwithmywork,theonlytimeiwent

outwaswhenineededtorechargecaffeine,

loadsofitandtomakemyselfsnacks.Itwas

after5pmwheniaskedMaSophieifYonda

wasbackyetbecauseiknewwhenhewas

around,he'dbelayingonthecouchwatching

hiscartoonswithjunk.

"IsYondainhisroomMa?"Iaskedpluggingthe

kettletomakemyselfacupofcoffee

"No,heisn'thomeyet"ireachedformyphone

anddialedhisnumberbutitwentstraightto

voicemail.IcalledMelisizwethoughiknewhe

wasinalatemeetingbutitrangunanswered,i

calledhisofficeandtheytoldmewhatialready

knewthathewasinameeting.Itookmycar

keysandlefttryingtogetholdhimbunothing.I

droveupthestreettohisschoolbuttherewas

nosignofhimandknewnofriendsofhis,that's

ifhehadany.Islowlydrovearoundthe

neighbourhoodhopingtospothimbutnothing



whenigothomeitwasalready7pm.Iwent

insidetryingtoreachhisdadandhefinally

answered.

"Yonda'smissing"

"What?"Heexclaimedhewasdrivingicouldtell

"Hisphoneisoff,iwentbyhisschooldrove

aroundbutican'tfindhim"

"I'monmyway"hehungupiwassittingonone

ofthehighchairsinthekitchenfeedingSego

butmymindwasn'tthereiwasworried,yeshe

maybenotmyfavouritepersonbuthisunder

mycareandifanythinghappenedtohimi

wouldn'tbeabletolivewithmyself.Istarted

blamingmyselfthatmaybejustmaybeipushed

himaway.Minuteslaterisawthegateopening

oncctvscreeninthekitchentherehewalked.I

quicklyopenedthedoorforhimtoenter.He

walkedcoolascucumberwithhisheadphones

onwhichinstantlymademybloodboilwith

anger,heattemptedtowalkpastmebuti



tightlyheldhisarmandtookofhisheadphone.

Heeyedmeinthemostcheekiestwayihave

everseen.

"Wherethehellhaveyoubeen!"Iyelledalittle

"Doyouknowwhattimeisit?"Hejustblankly

lookedatme"Youknowhowworriedyougot

me?"

"Worryingaboutmeisn'tyourjob,younotmy

mother"herudelyreplied.Iwasbeingtested

right?
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"Youknowwhatiamdone,ifyouwanttobea

nuisanceofachildthenbeonedowhatever

youwant"Iwasgladiwasn'thismother,i

wantedtotellhimthatandmorebutwordscan

destroyachilditookmyphoneandSegoand

attemptedtoleavebutwhathesaidmademe

freeze.

"Notthatineededyourpermission,it'smydad's

housesoi'lldowhateveriwantto"hesaidso



sureofhisstatementbuthisdadcuthimoff

"Yondathat'senough!"heyelledbehindhim

causinghimtoflinchalittleiwalkedawayto

oneofthebedroomsdownstairs,MaSophie's

roomihadtoputsleepySegotobed."How

dareyoudisrespectmywifewhilstleaving

underherroof?Didn'tiwarntostayinyourlane

asachildinherhouse?"Iclosedthedoorashe

yelledthosewordsMelisizweisn'tayelling

personsothisforeignanditprovedthathewas

furious.Iheardaloudscreamfollowedbybang,

thenYondabeggingforforgivenessiknewhe

wasgettingahiding,hewascryingandhiscry

toremyheartapartyeshedeservedbutijust

couldn'ttakeit.5minuteslaterSegowasfast

asleep,hewasstillbegginghisdadfor

forgiveness,icouldn'ttakethescreams

anymoretheyweretoomuch,iwalkedoutit

wasn'taprettysighthewashittinghimwithhis

belt,thehookingpartofitthemetallicpart.

"MelisizweNo"isaidinamoreofagasping



waysurprisedbutheignoredmesoijust

jumpedinbetweenthetwoofthemalmostgot

hitbythebelt.Yondawascryingholdingon

tightlyonmyback

"Mylovemoveaway"hesaidtryingtoreach

himhewaslivid.

"Babeno,thisisenoughnow,pleasecalm

down"

"NoLilithaiwon'tlivewithabratinmyhouse,i

won'tlethimtalktoyoulikethatnowmove

away"

"Andiappreciatethatbutbabeit'senoughnow"

heglaredatmeandhuffedhenoddediturned

toYonda"Gotoyouroom"hedisappearedinto

thestaircaseinsecondsstillsobbing.

Melisizwewalkedofftoo,isighedandwentto

getmyphoneandfollowedafterhim.Iheard

thewaterrunninghewasintheshowersoi

justsatonthebedwithmylegscrossedthe

kindergardenwayfocusingonmyphone.He



walkedinawhilelaterwithatowelwrapped

aroundhiswaist,idrooledadmiringhistorsoi

couldnevergetusedtothat.

"Takeapicture"hesaidbringingmebackto

earthismiledheseemedcalm

"trustmeihaveoneactuallyloadsofthem"i

wasn'tlyingaboutthat

"Really?Actuallyiwouldn'tputitpastyou,

you'reperverted,apervertedfreak"igiggled

"Sonowi'mafreakwow"hechuckledandhe

satbesidemetakingmyphone

"youhavestalkertendenciesyouknowthat"i

giggledasheshowedmesomeofthepicturesi

hadstolenwhenhissleepingorfocusingon

somethingwesatinsilence

"youokay?"heaskednudgingmeinodded

"youseemfaraway,mindsharing"hecontinued

"Yonda"

"Don'tworryyourselfabouthim,hewillbea



childinthishousethebackchattingwillstophe

justneedsafewbeatingsthenhewillbefine

andyougottostopprotectinghim"ijustleaned

onhisshoulderandsaidnothing,iwasn't

thinkingabouthisrudenessijustfeltsorryfor

himidon'tknowwhy.

"Wannadosomethingfun?"Heaskedasigot

outoftheshower,hewasinhistornjeans,

sneakersat-shirtwithabikerjacket.Inodded

"thengetdressed"

"Wherearewegoing?"

"Somewherefun,justdressup"

"Whydoihaveabadfeelingaboutthis?"He

chuckledandpeckedmylips

"Stopreadingtoomuchintoeverything"igot

dressedinmyblackshortJumpsuitwithmy

thighlengthtiptoegreyboot,appliedlittlemake

-upandletmytwistloose.

"Mywildestdream"iblushedasheheldmy



waistcloselytohisbody"youlookbeautiful"

"Thankyou"ikissedhim minuteslaterhedrove

ustoaclub,yesTaboohadiknowniwould've

refusedwhatdoiknowaboutclubs?Theywere

actuallytoloudformyliking.Anywayswegot

insidewithhimleadingthewayholdingmy

handitwaspacked.Isawhisotherfriendsthen

Lungathenmyfriendatleastiwasn'tgoingto

beboredweexchangedgreetingswith

everyone.Hegotdrinksforuswineformem

thenshooterforeveryonemindyouineverhad

anythingalcoholbesideswine.Soihadmyfirst

shooteranddecidedtosticktomywine,i

sharedwithPennytheneveryoneelsewere

havingsomethingdifferentCirocwas

everyone'sfavourite.Thereperformancesby

differentartists,itwasagreatvibethatigotthe

hangofit.Melisizegentlypulledmetohimas

theywereplayingaslowjamheturnedme

aroundandgrindedonme,itwastoosexyhe

couldmovebythewayandiknewnothing



aboutdancingeitherbutendedupgettingthe

hangofit.Wedancedthenightawayihadfun

withmymanandFriend.Itwasafter2amwhen

hedroveushomeiwastiredandtipsythatifell

asleepimmediately.

Iwokeupafter10amandtookashoweriwas

stilltiredandnoiwasn'thungover,iwas

responsiblethistimearound.Aftergetting

dressinmyshortsandvestiwentdownstairs,i

tookmybreakfastwarmeditupmademyselfa

cupofcoffee.Isatdownandate,MaSophie

cameiniexchangedgreetingwithherandshe

toldmeshewasworried,Yondahadbeen

lockedupinhisroomsincelastnight.Iwentup

tohisroomaftereatingofcourse,iknockedhe

keptquiet

"Yondaopenup"isaidknocking,secondslateri

hadhimfiddlewiththekeyandheopenedup.

Hehadpinkbruisesonhislegs,clearlyfromthe



metallicthing.Hegotinsidehiscoversand

facedtheothersideoftheroom.isighedand

satatthebottomofhisbed."Yourdadloves

you,ihopeyouknowthat"isaidthenkeptquiet

"Nohedoesn't"hesaidinatremblingvoiceso

yeshewasstillcrying

"Yeshedoesotherwiseyouwouldn'tbehere

withus,hecould'vesentyouawaytolivewith

hisparentsbuthedidn'tbecausehewanted

youclosertohim,hewantsarelationshipwith

youforyouguystobondbutyou'remakingit

hardhim,formetoloveyoueffortlessly.

Yesterdaycould'vebeenavoidedbutyouchose

awrongpath,therewasn'taneedforyoutobe

disrespectful,youcan'trunyourmouthlikethat,

i'mnotoneofyourpeersnoranyoneelseinthis

houseandnexttimeimightnotsaveyou.I

knowi'mnotyourmom,neverwillbehernor

neverwilltrytobeherorevenreplaceher.It's

notmyfaultshe'sgonealsonotmyfaultthat

theyweren'ttogether,idon'tknowwhatyou



knoworwhatyoudon'tknowbutyou'reachild

knowyourplaceandtrustmeyouwillbehappy,

therewon'tbeaneedforyoutobepunished

beingrebelliouswon'tdoyouanygoodinstead

willfurthermessyouup.Iknowweallmessup,

iwasakidtoobutnothingbeatsbeing

apologetictoyourelders.Nowstopstarving

yourself,yourbreakfastisintheoven."
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Aftergivinghimapieceofmymind,welltrying

tobeaparent,tryingtomotherhimistoodup

andwalkedtothedooranditwasslightly

openedandmydearhusbandwasstanding

theresmiling.Ijustshookmyheadandtried

walkingpastbutheblockedmywayclosingthe

doorbehindme."wereyoucreatedtogivemea

boner?Causeyoujustdid"igiggledincomplete

amazement,thatissolameandrandom

"What?"Myeyesautomaticallywentdownon

himthenibroughtthemupagainhewiggled



hiseyebrowsilaughed

"Thattalknunus,withmysonwasjustmmm"i

laughedagainashemadesoundsandfaces,

groaning"rightnowidon'tknowwhetherto

worshipthegroundyouwalkonorgiveyouan

orgasmororgasms"iblushedbeforeicould

respondthedoorclickedopenedhequicklyhid

hiscrotchbyslightlypressingonmybody

whichwastotallywaytoomuchforachildto

see,Yondacameout,hegreetedlikehewanted

tosaysomethingbutdecidedagainstitinstead

hewalkedbutstopped"uhmsisi"hesaidsoftly

ilookedaroundtoseewhohewasreferringto,i

guessthatwasme"Iamsorryfordisrespecting

you"hecontinuedtearynowthatsoothedmy

heart,ijustmovefrommyhornyhusbandand

pulledYondaintoahug,hewrappedhisarms

aroundme"iforgiveyou,justdon'tdoitagain

okay?"Henoddedsniffingandpulledaway,i

wipedhistears.Helookedathisdadwhowas

stillhidinghiscrotch"we'ĺltalklatersonjustgo



andhaveyourbreakfast,nowijustneedtotake

careofsomethingorsomeone"hewhispered

thelastpartashewalkedawayIletoutthe

gigglethatiwasholdingbackassoonashe

disappearedintothestaircasewithMelisizwe

walkingmyway,iwalkedbackwardsalittle

"Comeonnunus,iknowyouwantmetoo"i

laughedashepinnedmeagainstthewalllifting

meup

"Noidon't"protestedwithaseriousface,he

chuckled

"wannabet?"Inodded"50bucks,rightnowi

knowyou'redrippingwetwithouteventouching

you"ihidmyfaceonhisneckblushing

"Noi'mnot"hechuckledwalkingustothe

bedroom

"Yourbreathingpatterntellsmeotherwisehun"

igiggled,hewasrighticouldn'twaitforhimto

fillmeup



"Youknowi'malwaysgameforyou,i'ddoyou

anywhereanyhowalldaylongornight"he

chuckledbitingmyneckwithhislips.Heclosed

thedoorbehindusalreadysuckingonmyneck

"Mmm"imoaned

DayslaterIwasinthestudyroombusytyping

myassignmentwhenireceivedacallfroman

officenumber,thepersonintroducedhimselfas

Amanda'slawyerMrYokoandherequesteda

meetingwithme,mindyouitwasaSaturday

morningeitherwaysiagreedandhesentthe

detailsofourmeeting.Ihadcompletely

forgottenabouther,shewastheleastofmy

worriesorhercaseofcourse,lastiheardofher

courtcasewasduringherbailapplicationand

herlawyerrequestingmentalevaluationother

thanthatididn'tknownorcare,iwasn'toutfor

justiceoranythingsowasmyhusband.Idrove

toourmeetingpointwithoutinformingmy

husbandhehadanightoutwithhisfriendsso

hewasfastasleep.Anywaysiwasinmyfloral



summerdressandsandalsnothingformal,i

foundatableandorderedmyselfsomethingto

drink.Mymindkepttellingmethatsomething

mustbewrongwithAmandaifshehadn't

escapedicouldn'tputanythingpasther.Atall

darkguywalkedovertomytablealsoincasual

butdraggingtheattorneycasesoitmustbeMr

Yoko

"BusisiweJonathanright?"Inodded

"SihleYokoyoursister'slawyer"heextendedhis

handtomeforashakesoididhesatdown

thenorderedacupofcoffeebeforeproceeding.

"Myapologiesfordraggingyouoverhereona

Saturday,asyouknowihadyoursister

evaluatedforanymentalillnessthatwasa

strategicmoveturnsoutshe'sinneedof

mentaltreatment,she'sbipolarihadher

admittedshe'srefusingtreatmentsoiwas

hopingthatyou'dhelpasheronlysisterand

familythatisaround.Iknowit'salottoask"he

finallypaused.Howheemphasizedthesister



partiswearheplayingwithmyemotions.In

honestyijustfeltsorryforher,likeinever

expectedtohearthat,mymindhadmadeupit's

ownconclusionthatshehadescapedfromjail.

Thenifeltbadfornotvisitingherwhenshe

calledaftereverythingshehasdonetome,she

wasstillhumanandasisteratthat.

"Whereisshenow,Isitpossibleformetosee

hertoday?Iaskedaftergatheringmythoughts

"Couldbearranged"hemadeafewcallsthen

paidforourdrinksandhetoldmetofollowhim

tothehospital.Igotinsidemycaranddialed

myhusband'sphonenumberanditrang

unansweredsoilefthimamessageanddrove

off.

Whenwegottothehospitaligotoffafter

breathingandfollowedafterMrYokowho

seemedtoknowhiswayandwasmakingsmall

talkwithme.Wegottothefemalewardthen

herroom.Istoodbythedoorshewashadher



faceburiedinherknees,rockingherselfback

andforthtalkingtoherselfherhairmessedup.

MrYokospoketoherandsheliftedupher

headandlookedatmydirectionshesmiled

throughhertears.Itwasheartbreakingtosee

herinsuchastate,iknowsomeonemightthink

i'mtoosoft,compromisingcompassionate

maybeiam,ican'tbareseeingsomeoneelsein

painmoreespeciallytearssoblamemefor

feelingsorryforher.
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Thisinsertgoesto#MandisaMonametsi,thank

youmylove.

Shegiggledalittle,shegotexcitedhereyes

wereglitteringwithtearscombinedwithtears.

Shequicklywipedawayhertears“Pasekind

youcameforme,Iknewyou’dcomeforme.We

goinghomeright?IknewIcouldcountonyou!”

shewasbeamingwithexcitementspeaking

reallyfastandlouder“tellthemtounchainmy



leg,IneedtogetgoingweneedtogetgoingI

havebeentellingthemthatnothingiswrong

withme,I’mperfectlyfine.TheythinkI’mcrazy,

I’vetellingthemI’mnolooneymymindis

functioningprettywell,theykeepfeedingme

thosestupidpillstheywantmetogetsick,

pleasetellthemthatI’mfinecomequicklynow

wehavetogetgoingdad’swaitingforus”she

wasbusyfixingherselfupwithherhands,she

wasterribleIjustfrozebythedoorwithtears

gushingoutofmyeyesandsaidnothing“Busi

comeonmandon’tjuststandtherewehaveto

go”shesuddenlybecameangry,Likeextremely

angry“no,no,nothiscan’tbehappeningthey

havebrainwashedyou.Theymadeyoubelieve

thatI’mcrazyI’mnotcrazy,IAMNOTCRAZY!”

shesuddenlyjumpedtoherlawyerbutthank

heavensshewaschainedsoshecouldn't’t

exactlyreachhim.Shewaskickingthecorner

ofhersteelbedtryingtobreakthechainonher

leghurtingherselfYokoranoutcallingforhelp.



Soonherroomwasfilledwithnursesand

doctorstheymanagedtoholdherdownand

sedatedhershekeptcryingout“I’mnotcrazy

pleasedon’tdothistome,pleasedon’tdothis

tomeplease”untilshecalmeddownIwalked

outcryingthatwastoomuchtowatch,neverin

mylifehadIseensuchitwasthemostscariest

andpainfulthingtowatchmykneesfeltweak

tocarrymywholebodyluckilydownthe

passagetherewassteelbenchIsatonitjust

sobbingwithmyfaceburiedinface.Icried

becauseshewasmysister,myfather’s

daughterandIdidn’tbelieveherMrYokowhen

hesaidshewasill.Idoubthim,herthinkingit

wasoneofhertrickstogetclosertomebut

thatwasnotrick.Nomatterhowmuchofa

goodactorsheisshecouldn't’tpullthatoff,she

wasreallysickanditwasbad.Someone

clearedtheirthroatabovemyheadbutIignored

themandsobbed

“UhmBusiswe?”itwasMrYokoIwipedmy



tearsandlookeduphewaswithawhitefemale

doctorbesidehim“thisisDrTessling,

Amanda’spsychiatrist”

“I’dliketoexplaintoaboutherconditioninmy

office,that’sifyouhavetime”Inoddedand

stoodupsheledthewaywithYokofollowing

herIfollowedafterthem.Wereachedheroffice

sheofferedusaseat,soIsatdownIwasstill

sniffingandsobbingsoshehandedmeabottle

ofsealedstillwaterIthankedherIopenedit

anddrankwipingmyfacewithtissue.

“AfterconductingallscreeningfromMRI,CT

scans,drugandalcoholandpsychological

screeningwehavediagnosedherwith

schizoaffective”Ilookedatherwithquestioning

eyesbecauseIthoughtshehadbipolarshe

continuednotthatIknewwhatthatwas“it’sa

combinationofabipolardisorderwith

schizophrenia,highlyrarebutcanbemanaged”

Inodded“herresultswereconclusive

consideringhermanicepisodeswhatyouhave



justexperienced,impulsivedecisionmaking

thatisyourshootingorratherhusband’s

shootingjusttonameafewaresymptomsof

bipolar.Wealsofoundoutthatshehallucinates

andmostofthetimeblockshermindfrom

realitywhichisschizophrenia,weareinjecting

herforthetimebeingsinceshe’srefusing

treatmentbutwecan’tkeepdoingthatsowe

needyoutotalktoheroranyonewhowill

listen”Inoddedandremainedsilentbefore

askingherwhattriggeredhercondition.

“Whatcausedthisschizoaffective?”Iaskedin

myhorsevoicefromthecrying

“Itmaybegenericorenvironmental,whichis

whyIaskedtoseeyou,isthereanyfromyour

familywhohadit?

“No,notthatIknowofwellfromourdad’s

familyno,butIdon’tknowfromhermom’s

family”shewrotesomethingdown

“Anyhistoryofabusewellbesidesthe



emotionalsheincurredfromyourdad?”now

thatmademeuncomfortable

“LookDrIdon’treallyknowher,Ijustfoundout

thatshe’smysisterso”

“Iunderstand”shesaidscribblingonhernot

pad“Wearedoneunlessyouhaveany

questions”Ijustshookmyheadandthanked

her“beforeyougopleasegetalistofthings

shewouldbeneedingandinformation

pamphletatreception”Ijustnoddedand

reachedformyringingphoneinmybag

“Pleaseexcuseme”Isaidwalkingout

“YOUNEVERLEARNDOYOU?”heyelledover

thephone,onthemessageIleftItoldhimIwas

visitingAmandasoIguessthattickedhimoffI

remainedsilentIhadnostrengthinmeto

respond“WHERETHEHELLAREYOU?”he

yelledagain

“Randburg,PapillonPsychiatricRecovery

Centre”Irespondedinmylowestvoice,Mr



YokosignalledformethathewasleavingIjust

noddedandhewalkedaway

“Babeareyouokay?”Ithinkthatcaughthis

attentionbecauseheaskedconcernedIshook

myheadfightingmytearsfromfalling,hehad

triggeredmyemotionsbyjustaskingthat.

“No,no”Irepliedwipingawayatearfrommy

righteye

“Didshehurtyou?PleasefindasafeplaceI’m

comingtogetyou”Icouldhearshufflingfrom

thebackground

“Noshedidn’thurtme,nodon’tcomeI’monmy

wayhome”myvoicewasnowtrembling

“Babeyoucan’tdrivecrying,pleasewaitforme”

hewasreallyworried

“Okay,I’llwait”

“Iloveyouokay”IjustnoddedIcouldn't’tspeak

anymorehehungupafterbreathing.Iwalkedto

thereceptionareaandgotthestuffandherbill,



theyhadsuggestedasixmonthstreatmentfor

her.Iwenttotheparkinglotandsatinsidemy

carafterlockingit,Idialleddad’snumberitrang

“Busiunjani?”heansweredhesoundedpleased

tohearfromme

“Tata,Amanda’ssickandsheneedsyoumore

thansheeverdid,it’stimetostepupasher

father”itwastimeformydadtomakethings

rightwithherandIcouldn't’texactlyhelp

AmandaIhadtoomuchresponsibility.Itwas

histimetorebuildhisrelationshipwithhisother

daughterwhoIbelievedatthatmomenthewas

thecauseofallherillness.

Iknowit’sshort,I’llmakeituptoyourightnow

I’mdrained….andagainThankyouMandisa

Monametsi
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Hesighedafterbeingsilentlisteningtome

explainingwhatisawandwhatthedoctorsaid

emphasizingtheemotionalabusesothathe



knowshisresponsibleofherillness"I'llbethere

tomorrowmorning,thankyouforlettingme

know"hesaidsoftlyfeelingcompletely

defeated.Afterspeakingtohimiadjustedmy

seatsoicouldlaydownandrestedmyheadon

thechairclosingmyeyes.

Iwasslowlydriftingofftosleepwhensomeone

knockedonmywindowandtherehewasmy

knightshiningamor,iopenedupandgotupand

automaticallyfellintohisembracelettinggoof

mytears"everythingwillbefine,you'llsee"he

keptstrokingmybackuntilicalmeddown.

That'sthethingwithme,whensomeonewho

caresaboutmeshowsupknowingiwasina

state,thecryingstartsafreshi'macrybaby.

Anywaysaftercryinginhisarmswegotinside

thecar,withhiminthedriversseatandionthe

passengerseat.Inarratedtohimthesituation

athandandhelistenedattentivelywhilst

drivingushome.Innotimewereachedhome,i

justwentstraighttomyroomchangedintomy



pyjamas,iwantedtosleepjusttogetridofthe

headachefromcryingandtheheartache.I

cuddledupapillowmomentslaterhecamein

carryingatraywithabowl,containerwithpills

andaglassofwater.

"Iknowyouwon'tbeabletodownproperfood

sohere'ssomethingtosoothyourheart"he

saidplacingthetrayonmylegsyeey!

Chocolateicecream,myfavourateigavehima

faintsmile"thankshun"isaidtakingoutthe

painkillers,

"Anythingtocheeryouup"idrankthemthen

tookmyicecream,hesatnexttomeiknewhe

hadalottosaybutichosetosaynothing

"Yougoingtohelpherright?"Heaskedafter

beingsilentforawhile

"Idon'tknow"irepliedfocusingonmybowl,i

reallydidn'tknow

"Butyouwanttoright?"



"Naturallyyea"

"I'mgoingtobefrankwithyouidon'twantyou

tohelpheractuallyyouarenothelpingheryou

arenotgettinginvolved,iknowshe'sfamilybut

dangerousfamily...ijustfeellikeshe'sworming

herwaybackintoyourlifeyetagain,Thisis

whatyougoingtodo,youaretostayaway

fromherandthat'sfinal

"Selfish,selfcentered,heartlessandeverybad

wordinthedictionarythatdescribesyour

jerkinessrightnow"iputmyemptybowlaway

"IknowbabebutthisisAmandawetalking

about,thiscouldbehergameplanshecouldbe

deceivingyourightnow"

"IknowwhatisawMelisizweandthatwasno

act,Amanda'ssickandsheneedshelpand

she'sataninstitutionthatwillprovidethatnot

ourhome.ForyourinformationAmanda'sdad

responsibilitynotminesoyoucanrelaxiwon't

bebringingmysisterintoourhomeorbetyet



letherintomylifeagainnorbringmyfamily

issuesintomymarriage.Trustmeiwon'treach

outtomyfamily,doanythinggoodformy

siblingsbutforyouandyourfamily"iturned

andfacedtheotherside.Iwasbeyondannoyed

bythefactthathewastryingtocontrolme

tellingmenottohelpmysister,ihadsaid

nothingabouthelpingherbutalreadyhis

instructingmeonwhatnottodowhichis

selfishofhimafterbeingsogoodtohim.

"Babeididn'tmeanitlikethat,youmis..."icut

himshort

"IheardyouloudandclearMelisizwe,nowi'd

liketogetsomesleepsomuchfortryingto

cheermeup"

"Babeplease"

"NoMelisizwe"iheardhimhuffandlaidstill

behindme

Thefollowingdayiwokeupfeelingalotbetter

butstillmadatMelisizweforbeingajerk.Igot



offthebedaftercheckingmyphoneforany

messages,dadhadsenthisflightdetailssoi

hadtopickhimupiwenttothebathroomdid

mybusinessandtookashower.Iworemy

jeans,sneakersandalazytopandwent

downstairsafterfixingupmyhairandtaking

mybagwith.IwassuperhungryluckilyMa

sophiehadstartedonBreakfastsoiwaiteda

littleplayingwithSego,momentslatershewas

doneiatejustasifinishedMelisizwewalkedin

"Morning"hegreeted

"Morning"repliedMaSophiehekissedmycheek

andsatbesidemetakingSegotohislap

"Whereareyouofftosoearlyinthemorning"

"Topickupdadfromtheairport"istoodup

aftercheckingthetimefrommywristwatch

andwalkedout.Idrovetokemptonpark

listeningtomypickupsongstryingnottolet

Melisizwegettome.Iwaitedforawhileand

decidedonbookingdadahotelroomjustto



makeastatementtomydearhusbandandigot

onefromthehiltonhotel.Hefinallyarrivedi

huggedhim,helookedreallydown,really

worried.Idrovehimtothecenterandthey

allowedusinthoughitwasn'tvisitinghoursas

ofyet,ilethimgothroughandwaitedonthe

benchesoutsideandcalledPennyaskingto

meetupifshewasn'tbusyandsheagreed.

Afterawhiledadcameouthewasbroken,like

beyondbrokenlikehehadnohopewhatsoever

hewascompletelydefeated.Isaidnothingto

himsincehewassilent.Wecheckedinatthe

hoteliaccompaniedhimtohissuiteandluckily

heaskednoquestionsaboutthat.Itwas

alreadylunchtimesoidrovetoNewsCafein

Rivoniathat'swhereweweremeetingandshe

wasalreadywaitingforme.

"Youlooklikelikeyouhavetheworldonyour

shoulders"shecommentedasisatdown

acrossher

"Youhavenoidea"ireplied



"Yhiniuhlutshwayisnack?"

"What?"Iaskedcompletelylost

"Duh,Melisizwe=yoursnack"ilaughedmy

friendthough,imissedher

"IsthatwhatyoucallLunga?"Iaskedstill

laughing

"Snack,desert,dinner,breakfastandeverything

inbetween"ilaughedagain

"You'recrazy,damnimissedyourmadnessi

missedyou"awaitercameourwaywithdrinks,

"Iorderedforyouhopeyoudon'tmind,it's

virgin"shesaidasheplacedourdrinksonthe

table,hetookourorderedandleft

"Imissyoutoo,imissus"

"I'msorryforpushingyouaway"

"Allforgiven,sowhat'sup"sheaskedsippingon

hervirgincocktail

"wheredoistart?"



"Fromthebeginning"inarratedtoherwhatwas

upstartingfromtheYondathing,welaughed

aboutsomestuffthenwewentonAmanda

overmeal.

"Butyougottounderstandthathesavedyou,

hetookabulletforyousoit'sonlynaturalfor

himtobeoverprotectiveofyou"

"Iknowthatbutthisismysisterwe'retalking

about,whycan'tiforgiveherthenmove.Mind

youineversaidanythingaboutgettingcloseto

Amandaandi'mnotintendingtodoso.Either

wayit'smydecisiontomake,whycan'thelet

memakeitinsteadofcontrollingmeanyway

enoughaboutthatfortheemostobvious

reasonyoudon'tlikeAmandanoonedoes...so

how'syoursnacktreatingyou"sheblushed

"Likeaqueen,ohheknowshisbusinessunder

thesheets"igiggledasshespokeabouther

hubbyshewastruelyhappy.Afterspending

sometimewithherifinallydecidedtodrive



home,Melisizwewaswithhiskidswatching

cartoons,heputSegoonthefloorovertome.

"Ithoughtyouwerepickingupyourdadfrom

theairport"

"Idid"irepliedputtingmybagonthecouch

"Whereishe?"

"CheckedhiminattheHiltonHotel"

"Whywouldyoudothatwhenwe'vegotenough

room?"Heaskedconfused

"Itoldyouiwon'tbebringingmyfamilyissues

intoourmarriagemoreespeciallysomething

thatconcernsAmandathisisit."Withthatsaidi

walkedaway.
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Afterhoursofbeinglockedupinmyroomi

finallyreturneddownstairstogetstartedon

dinnerandtomysurprisemydadwaswatching

tvwithMelisizweijustknewhecheckedhim

out.Iwalkedpastthemtothekitchen,washed



myhandsandtookouttheveggiesandstarted

chopping.MomentslaterMelisizwecamein

andsatoppositemeandsaidnothingbutkept

lookingatme.

"Whyismydadhere?"Askedcompletely

irritatedbyhispresence

"Icheckedhimout"hereplied"likeisaidwe

haveenoughroomandhisfamily"hecontinued

"family?"isnorted

"Iwashopingyouhadstoppedbeingpettyand

childishbynow"iscoffed

"Iamachildremember?"Iwasnowlookingat

him,heseemedsurprisedthatiwasowningup

tomy"childishness"."Youknowhadyouletme

decideonwhattodoregardingmysisteri..."he

cutmeshot

"Whotriedtokillyou"heemphasized

"sheismentallyill,Melisizweshewasn'tinher

normalstateofmind,sheactedonimpulse."



"Shestilltriedtokillyouandifitwasn'tformy

brotherandiyouwouldn'tbealive"iclickedmy

tongueiwasannoyed"tongueclickingwow"I

justturnedandstartedcookingsinceiwas

donewithmyveggies,iplacedeverythingon

thestoveandturnedtohimagain

"Youknowiexpectedyoutosupportme,be

thereformeholdmyhandineededyour

guidance,youradvicenotyourdictatorship.You

knowthiswholesituationmademerealisethat

imarriedaselfishman,thatmymarriage

benefitshimalone.Imeanisupportedyou,iam

compromisingmyselfasitis,waytoomuch

morethanishouldonlybecauseiloveyouandi

wantpeacebetweenthetwoofusbutguess

whatyoudon'twantthatimeanyouwouldn'tbe

controllingmebutleadingmetotheright

direction.Andforyourinformationiwasnever

goingtobringAmandabackintoourlivesbut

sheneedstoknowthaticareabouthereven

afterallthathashappenedicare."Heremained



silentjustwatchingmemovingaroundthe

kitchenuntiliwasdonecooking.Iletthefood

simmerwhilstYondawassettinghetablehe

seemedtolikethat.Atthedinnertablehemade

conversationswithdadandMaSophieandi

justlistenedtothemtalk.Afterclearingthe

tableiwalkedtomyroomandtookaquick

shower,justtorelaxbeforeistudy,igot

dressedintomypyjamasandwalkedtothe

studyroom.Momentslaterhegotinsideand

saidnothingwhichheseemedtodoquitealot

justwatchme,iignoredhimandtriedfocusing

onmystudiesbuticouldn'twithhimwatching

me.

"Melisizweyourpresenceisdistractingmeso

please..."

"Ineedtotalktoyou,wecan'treallygotobed

againwithyoumadatme"ilookedathim

waitingforhimtocontinue,heextendedhis

handtomeandiholdithedirectedustothe

couchbytheothertable"looki'mjustlooking



outforyou,idon'twanttoloseyou,idon'twant

toseeyouhurt.Thisismetryingtoprotectyou

notcontrolyou,maybeijustwentaboutitthe

wrongwaybecauseidon'ttrustAmandanever

haveandiguessneverwilltrusther,ijustdon't

wantyoutobetakenadvantageoff.Iamsorry

forbeingajerk"whatilovedthemostabout

mymanhewasn'tafraidtoapologizewhen

thereisaneed,whenheiswronghejustwasn't

thatproud.Inodded,hebreathedoutofrelief

"sowhatareyougoingtodo?"

"I'mjustgoingtotalktoherliketheyaskedme

toandtherestisuptomydad,it'shisfault

she'slikethat"henodded

"youknowI'vebeencravingyourjuicylipsbut

afraidthatyoumightbiteme"igiggledleaning

inforakiss

"Suchanidiot"isaidasourlipscollidedwithmy

handsatthebackofhishead.

ThefollowingdaysivisitedAmandaandspoke



toherabouthertreatment,shelooked

depressedandsaidnothingtomeoreven1

movedfromthepositionifoundherseatedin

throughoutthevisit.Dadhadbeenreally

supportive,hespentmostofhistimewithher

atthecenterbutherconditionhadn'tchanged

shewaseithertoodepressedorextremely

angryifnotexcited.

Weattendedhercourtcaseandthejudgeruled

outthatallchargeswillbewithdrawnonlyifthe

state'spsychiatrists'outcomesmatchthoseof

herclinic.Andafterthatsheshallremainunder

careofthecenterforayearandifshedoesn't

posethreattohercommunitythenwillbe

released.Iwasgladwiththerulingimeanwhy

punishherwhenshe'salreadysuffering.

Wewentonourvacationwithoutthekidsin

Mozambique,itwassuperawesome,super

romanticandsuperexotic.Wehadloadsoffun,

loadsofsexthatcouldlastmeayearandhalf.

WhenwecamebackwehadSego'sbirthday



partyanditwassuperawesomeandcute.

Therewaspeaceinmyhome,noYonda

tantrums,justSego'sbutshewasjustbeinga

baby,nofightsaboutAmanda.Iwrotemy

midyearexamsandhadbroughtmyAgameso

ididgreatlifewasawesome.Solate

SeptemberiwentoutwithPennyjusttwo

friendshavinganawesomedayout,i'mtalking

spatreatmentsfromfacialstopedi'sand

shopping,ifeltlikeahousewifeeventhoughi

wasn'tbuttechnically.wehaddinneroutjust

thetwoofuswithnocareintheworld.Aswe

werehavingdesertapregnantwomanpassed

byourtableandshewashugelikereallyhuge

"inafewmonthsi'llbethatbigwalehuge,oh

mywordmyfiguregonejustlikethat"shewas

tearingupbutfightinghertearsokay

"What?"Iaskedsurprised

"Don'ttellmeyouhaven'tnoticedmood

swings,foreverthrowingup,constantcravings,

hugenose,butthips?"Shelookedatme



amazed"isnacksichaniledummie"herxhosa

wasgettingbetter

"Ohmyword,you'repregnant?"Igotexcited

andscreamedalittledrawingattentiontous

"Duh,whatdidyouthink?"

"Likeitnevercrossedmymind,herewasi

thinkingmaybeyou'resickorsomethingohmy

wordcongratulationschomie"isaidthat

walkingovertohersideandpulledherintoa

huge"can'tbelievei'mgoingtobeanaunt,i'm

sohappyforyou"isquealedinexcitement,i

wastruelyhappyforheriwasalreadyplanning

herbabyshower,iknowtooforward.

"Thanksfriendbutmyfigure,idon'twant

stretchmarks"igiggledandsatdown

"Stopbeingadiva,youwillgetyourflattummy

backandstretchmarksarenobigdealitwillall

beworthit"

"ThenyousoundlikeLunga"shesaidirritatedi



giggled.Afterspendingadaywithhershe

decidedtocallitanight,shethendroppedme

offathomefirstsincewewereusinghercar.

Whenigothomeifoundmymaninthehiscave

workingandhavingaglassofwhiskey.

"Babe"isaidwalkingtothebar

"Nunubearhowwasyourday"hekissedmy

cheekasileanedonhisshoulder.

"Awesome,Penny'spregosohnevermindyou

alreadyknow"

"What?"Heaskedshockedokaymaybehe

didn't.

"She's8weekspregnant,thoughtLungatold

you"

"Nohedidn't...andithinkwearegoingtohavea

problem"heseemedworried

"How?"iaskedcompletelylost

"Becauseyouandigotmarriedfirstthatmakes



youanelderwifetoMilaandsheisn'tsuppose

tohavekidsbeforeyoudo,thatisgoingtoraise

alotofquestionsandawholelotmore,damn!"

Hewipedhisfacefuriously

5yearslater....
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“Nunuberrywearerunninglate,comeonnow!”

yelledSegopassingbyourbedroomicouldtell

byherfootstepsthatshewasrunning.She

usedeverypetnameherdadusedtocallme

andeverynowandagainmommywhenshe

wantssomethingtosoftenmeup.Itwentfrom

mama,tomamaSego,tobabethennunus,it

wascuteactuallybuttoomuchthatYonda

adaptedthepetnamecalling.

“Segostoprunninginthehouseandstop

callingmethat”Iyelledbackpackingthelastof

mystuffintoanotherhandbaggettingreadyfor

work.

“Notuntildadstops”sheyelledbackwithher



voicedisappearingintothehouseIgiggledat

herstubbornnesswithherdadchuckling

“Seewhatyou’vedone?”

“Itwillwearoffdon’tworry”herepliedholding

meclosertohim

“You’vebeensayingthatforthepast4years

nowandit'sgettingworse”hepeckedmylips

"Ifinditcuteactually,forsomereasonit

soundssomuchbetterwhenshecallsyouthat"

"It'smessedupokay,she'sthekidaroundhere

andshouldhaveallthesenamesnothermom"

hechuckled

"ItsalloutoflovehunIloveyou”hesaid

peckingmylipsagainiwipedtheredlipsticki

hadonfromhislips

“IloveyoumoreandI’mrunninglatebye”

"EnjoyyourdayBerrybear"hespankedmyassi

giggledquicklytookmybagsandwalkedout

withlittlemissyyellingoutagain.



“Where’syourbrother?”IaskedasIreachedthe

laststep.

“RightbehindyouBerries”herepliedwalking

behindmewithhisschoolbaginhisnowdeep

voicethatyou’dmistakeforMelisizwe'swe

walkedouttomycarwithYondatakingthe

backseatandSegotakingthefrontpassenger

seat,Ihadtodropthemoffatschoolsincetheir

dadhadabreakfastmeeting.

"Y'allaren'tforgettinganythingright?"

"nope,i'mgood"repliedYonda

"Sego?"

"Nopelunchboxcheck,pencilcasecheck,

homeworkbookcheck,thinki'mgoodtoo"

Aquickrecaponthepastfiveyearsofmylife.

Lifehadbeenrosyandgloomyatthesame

timebutIwastrulyhappy,thekidslovedme,

myhusbandlovemesoIwasmorethanhappy.

Ihadgraduatedfromuniversity,wenttolaw



schoolandcurrentlydoingmyarticlesunder

ThomsonWilksAttorneyswhichdealswith

corporateandcommercial,litigationandmy

timetherewasreallyawesome,Iwasslowly

makingmymarkasacandidate.Thekidswere

doingwellatschool,Yondawasnowafine

lookingteenageboydoinghisfinalyearinhigh

school17yearsold.Wegotalongprettywell,

herespectedmesomuchIbelieveIhad

becomehissanctuaryaplaceofrefugemore

especiallywhenhefoughtwithhisdadyou

knowhowrebelliousteenscanbesoitwasjust

thepettystuffnothingheavy.Segowasin

grade2,7yearsoldbubblyspokehermindlike

nobody’sbusinessifshedoesn’tlikeyoushe

willletyouknowI’dsayveryconfrontationalbut

shewasstillcuteandtotallyadaddy’sgirl.

AmandahadmovedtoCapeTowntofinishoff

herstudiesafterspendingawholeyearina

psychiatristcentre,wewereonspeakingterms

workingonourrelationshipassiblings.She



wasdoinggreatactuallycareerwiseandhealth

wise,sheanddadwerequiteclosemomhadno

problemwiththatshewasactuallyquite

supportive.Shewasworkingasajunior

accountantandwasseeingsomeone,iwas

truelyhappyforhershehadcomealongway.

Myhusbandstilldespisedherandwasn’treally

approvingofourrelationshipheisn’texactlya

forgivingpersonI’dsaymoreofaoncebitten

twiceasshyguybutheletmebe.

Penelopewasalsodoingherarticlesina

differentfirmRabieAttorneyssheandiwere

stillclose,shegavebirthtoababygirlLinathi,

reallychubbyandcute.Havingherpregnant

beforememadetheeldersscrutinizemy

womancapabilities,wasiwomanenoughwas

theresomethingwrongwithme,wasibarren.

Eventhoughiwasn'treadytohavekidsatthe

timeitstillhurt,ijustfeltlikeanobjectina

sensethatiwasmarriedofftheni'mexpected

tobarekids,likeipracticallyhadnosayinwhat



goesoninmylife,inasensethatihadtogive

upmydreams,visionandsupportmy

husband'sdowhatthefamilyexpectsyoutodo

butiwasn'taboutthatlife.Melisizwesupported

meandstoodbymyside,iwasgladihadhim

bymysidesoweremyparentsinlaw,itwas

justthenoseyauntsandunclesbehavingasifit

weretheirbusiness.

"SayhellotoNeoforme,tellherimissher"

SegoyelledoutasYondagotoffthecarbyhis

schoolentrance

"You'retooforwardLesego...byeBerryBear"he

bidmegoodbyeclearlyannoyedbyhissuster's

requestwalkingaway

"Who'sNeo?"Iaskeddrivingaway

"Hisgir...uhmfriend"repliedlettinghertongue

offalittle

"Yondahasagirlfriend?"Iaskedcurious

"Thatdidn'tcomeoutofmypoutylipsmommy"



shewentdownonherchairfocusingonmy

phoneplayingagamepoutingherlipstoocute

forwords

"Hasshebeentoourhouse?"Iaskedagain

"Twinkletwinklelittlestarhowiwonderwhat

youare"shesangcompletelyignoringme

"HayboSego?"Iexclaimed

"Upabovetheworldsohigh,likeadiamondin

theskytwinkletwinklelittlestar"igiggledather

sneakinessiknewshewascoveringforher

brotherandshedidthattheonlywaysheknew

best.Theygotalongprettyfinebuthadsibling

fightsthatichosenottointerveneonbecause

oneminutethey'reatwarandthenextitispure

love,coveringupconspiring.Theyreallygave

megreyhairbutilovedeveryminuteofit.I

droppedheroffatherschoolthendrove

straighttowork.Iparkedmycarthengotoff

bumpingintoSihle,Amanda'slawyeryeapwe

workedatthesamefirmbuthewasofcourse



mysenior.

"Iknowalotofmarriedpeopleandtheydon't

glowlikeyoudo"igiggledasheopenedthe

doorfromthebasementparkingwithhis

accesscard.

"Thenmyhusbandmustbedoingsomething

rightne?"

"Definitely"herepliedaswewalkedintolift.

"HowisAmanda?"Heasked

"Great,morethangreatactuallysheisseeing

someone,stillnewbutshesoundshappy"

"I'mgladshe'shappy"heflashedasmilethen

hewentsilentlikeawfullysilentlikehewas

thinkingaboutsomething

"Wannatalkaboutit?"Iaskedcuriousand

obviouslyavoidingthisawkwardness.

"Maybesomeothertime"inoddedandgotoff

myfloor.
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Walkingintomyofficethatisharedwith

anothercandidateTsholo,hewasawesomeso

gaybutdefinitelynotadragqueen.Anywaysi

exchangedgreetingswithhim,makingsmall

talkwithhimtellingmeabouthisawesome

weekend,ilaughedathisbizzarstoriestotally

unbelievable.Igotstartedwithmyworkbefore

Sihlecameintomyoffice."Ihaveconsultation

withaclientandaccordingtomyschedule

you'resittingin"hesaidwalkingin

"Atwhattime?"IaskedfocusingonmyPC

"In5,boardroom"inoddedandtookmynote

bookandapenwithfollowingafterhim.He

briefedmeaswewerewalkingtothe

boardroom.Ilostfocuswhenisawapregnant

womanbyreceptionescortedbyoneofour

seniorattorneys.Shelookedsoradiant,inever

knewherfrombeforebutitlookedgoodonher.

Thenitoccuredtomethatihavebeenoffany



birthcontrolsforthepasttwoyearsMelisizwe

andiweretryingforababybutwithoutany

pressurebutwhywasn'tithappeningwithme.

Thenitoccuredtomethatihadaproblemmy

thoughtsweredisturbedbySihlesnappinghis

fingersinfrontofmyface

"Uhmsorryyouweresaying?"Iaskedabit

embarrassedfordriftingofflikethat

"Areyouokay?"Heaskedconcerned

"Yea,i'mgood"ifakedasmile

"Areyousure?"

"100%sure"henoddedandledthewaythe

meetingcommenced,iobservedeverything

writingmynotesdowntryingtolearnandgrasp

everythinginashortspaceoftime.Aftermy

meetingiwakedbackintomyofficethinking

aboutthepregnantwoman,icouldn'thelpbut

thinkabouther,actuallymoreaboutmewasi

reallybarren?Ibrushedoffthethoughtsfrom

myheadandproceededwithmyworkbuti



couldn'tswitchthemoffsoichosetodoan

onlineresearchaboutanythingpregnancy.

Afterbrowsingthroughandscrollingallthe

webpageidecidedtosearchfora

gynaecologist.Iquicklymadeanappointment

fortheafternoonbeforedecidingagainstita

partofmewasscaredofwhatimightdiscover.

Iproceededwithmyworkwhichwasobviously

hardbutididmybest.IcalledMelisizweletting

himknowthatiwasgoingtobehomeabitlate,

ihadworktofinishoffandofcoursehetoldme

nottodrivehomelate,thathewasgoingtopick

upthekidsfromschool.Afterdrowningmyself

intonsofworkidrovetothegynaecologist,i

sighedbeforewalkingintothebuildingnot

knowingwhatthefutureholdsforme.I

confirmedmyappointmentatreception,giving

outmymedicalaiddetailsandacardandiwas

askedtowaitforalittlewhilesinceDrOkeyhad

apatientwithher.isatdownimpatientlywaited

pagingthroughastashofmagazinesonthe



roundtablenexttothecouchiwasseatedon.

Thereceptionistfinallyescortedmeintothe

consultationroom,byjustbeingintheremade

mecringeiwasn'treadytofindoutwhatwas

wrongwithme.Afterthemeetingandgreeting

sheofferedmeaseat,askingaboutmymedical

historygettingallthenecessaryinformation

abouteverythingwoman.

Sheaskedmetolaydownonmybackonthe

bedwithmykneesupandlegswideopenafter

ofcoursetakingoffmyunderwearwhichwas

kindofcreepyandmademevery

uncomfortableimeanonlyMelisizwegottosee

that.Sheaskedafewquestionswhilst

examiningmyPelvic,howlongdomyperiods

last,doigetabnormalpainsandbleeding,

pelvicpain,frequentneedtopee,painduring

sexualintercoursethatsortofstuff.Sherana

lotoftests,i'mtalkingatransvaginalultrasound,

x-ray,MRI,Endometrialbiopsyandsomeblood

tests.Someofthistestswerereally



uncomfortablebecausesheinsertstuffthrough

myvaginalikeatransducerandhysterscopeto

viewmyuterus,cervixandfallopiantubes.

Afterwhatseemedlikeforeverwithher

explainingsomeofthetestswhilstconducting

them,sheinstructedmetogetdressed.Ididas

shescribbledsomethingonmyfileshethen

lookedupatmetakingherglassesoff

"Youhaveafirm,irregularpelvicmass"she

saidthensighedandiwascompletelylost"that

meansyouhaveuterinefibroids"myworld

shutteredatthatverymoment."Theyare

tumorsfoundinyouruterusbutit's...."icuther

shortspeakinginmylowestvoice

"IknowwhatuterinefibroidsareDr,iknowall

aboutthem,iguessiwasignoranttothinkthati

couldn'tgetthem"ikneweverythingaboutthem,

theirsymptomswhichididn'thavewhichwas

actuallynormalsometimesyouhaveno

symptoms.



"Mostwomenare"sheadded"youdoknowyou

canstillhavechildrenright?"sheasked

concernedijustnoddedbecauseitwasn't

guaranteed

"Sowhencanihavethemremoved?"iasked

tryingnottobreakdown

"Westillhavetowaitforyourtestsresultsthen

we'lltakeitfromthere."Inoddedshestillgave

meinformationaboutthem,howtheycanbe

treated,therisksfactorsandeverythinguterine

fibroids.Ileftherofficefeelingdrained,

hopeless,scaredandtiredIdroveoutofthe

medicliniciwantedtogohomebutididn't.How

wasigoingtobreakthenewstomyhusband,

thatimightbeinfertile,thiswasjustittheend

ofmymarriagenokidsnomarriage.Ifinally

reachedhome,istayedforawhileinmycar

beforegainingstrengthtogoinside.Itwas

alreadyafter8pmsotheyhavehaddinner

already.Iwalkedinsidethelivingroom

MelisizwewaswatchingtvwithMaSophieand



thekidsweren'taround.Igreetedpassingby

tryingnottostaywiththemanylongerfor

Melisizwetonoticethatiwasn'tfinebutthat

wasfutilebecausehereachedouttomei

couldn'thelpmyselfbutjustcry.Iburiedmyself

inhischestandsobbedwithhimholdingme

tightly.foramomentifeltsafeandlike

everythingwadgoingtobeokaybutwasit?
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Wefoundourwaytoourbedroomwithmestill

inhisembrace,heshutthedoorbehindusand

ledustheottomanandwesatonit."Babe

what'swrong?Didsomeonehurtyou?"Last

timewespokeyouwereokaypleasetalktome"

hemademelookupathimhewasreally

worriedIclearedmythroatsoicouldspeaktell

himwhatwaswrongwithme.

"Everwonderedwhyihaven'tfallenpregnant

yet?"

"Noi'mactuallywaitingforittohappeninits



owntime"herepliedlookingcompletely

confused

"I'm...i'm,i'mi"iwasnervousandscaredofhis

reactionwhatifhedecidestoleaveme

"Babe?"Hebroughtmebacktoearthasiwas

driftingawaythinkingofallthepossible

scenarios

"I'minfertile"iblabbeditout"welltemporality

infertile"hisstilllookedatmeconfused"

"Whatmakesyouthinkthat?"heaskedclearly

notconvinced

"ifiguredtherewassomethingwrongwithme

soimadeanappointmentwithagynaecologist

sheranafewtests"ipausedandbreatheda

little"Andshefoundfibroidstumorsinmy

uterus"ilookedathimheclearlywasshocked

buttryingsohardtohideit.Hewipedhisface

withhishandandlookedatmewithpitifuleyes.

"Theyaretreatableright?"Heaskedconcerned



inoddedthenexplainedeverythingiknew

tellinghimthereisachancethatiwillremainin

fertileevenaftertreatmentheremainsilent

whichcompletelyscaredtheheckoutofme

"I'llunderstandifyoudon'twanttostaywith

me,i'llcompletelyunderstandifyoudon'twant

tostaywithmeyoucanleaveiwon'tstopyou

it'sokayicompletelyunderstandijust..."hecut

meshort

"whatdrugareyouon?"Nowthatfazedme

"Youneedtogetsomethingstraightthrough

thatstubbornmindofyours,i'mneverleaving

youiwon'tleaveyounotnownorever.Ilove

youandiwillspendtherestofmylifewithyou.

Sowhatifyoucan'thavechildren?Itdoesn't

changethefactthatiloveyouandiwannabe

withyoualwaysyesiwon'tdenythefactthati

wantustohaveababytogetherbutifit'snot

meanttobethensobeit.Getthisstraightone

lasttimei'mnotleavingyounottodaynotever,

we'llgetthroughthistogetherashusbandand



wife.Iwillbebyyoursidethroughitall"ithrew

myselfinhisarmsifthiswasn'tenough

validationofhislovethenidon'tknowwhati

want,hiswordswentstraighttomyheartand

somehowiknewhemeanteverysinglewordhe

said.Goshilovethisman.

"Iloveyou"iwhisperedstillinhisembracehe

peckedmyforeheadandweremainedinthat

positionforeternity.

Wheniwokeupthefallingmorninghewason

hisipadlayingbesideme.

"Morning"iyawnedsittingup

"Hey"hepeckedmycheekedthenfocusedon

hisgadgetandicheckedthetimeitwasafter

9am

"OhmyGodwhydidn'tyouwakemeup?Isaid

panickinggettingoffthebed

"becauseicalledyouinsick"heslightly

shoutedasimademywaytothebathroom



"What?"iaskedturningback"whywouldyoudo

that?"

"Becauseyouweren'tyourselflastnightandi

couldn'tbringmyselftowakeyouupnowcome

backtobed"heinstructedallchilled

"That'ssweet"hechuckled"andaverybad

decisionyoujustkilledmycareer"hissmile

vanished

"Really?Itdoesn'tmatterthoughyoucould

alwaysbeourhomeexecutiveandtrustmethe

pecksaresuperb"hewiggledhiseyebrowsand

igiggledlayingnexttohim

"NicetryMr"icheckedonwhathewasdoing

ontheipadandfibroidsappearedonthe

screen

"Justsomeresearchjusttoknowwhatto

expect"inoddedandgavehimafaintsmilehe

touchmyfaceandijustresteditonhishand.

"Don'tworryyouwillbefine,there'sreally



nothingtobescaredof.I'vereadsomepositive

stuffhereandyoucanstillconceive...whenis

yournextappointment?I'dliketocomewith

you"ismiledautomatically

"Whatdididotodeserveanawesomehusband

likeyourself"iaskedstraddlinghim

"Youhavebeengoodtomeactuallyawesome

andihavetobegreattoyou.Iloveyouokay

neverdoubtthat."Inoddedasismashedmy

lipsintohis.Ilovedhimnodoubtandheloved

metoo.
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TwodayslaterIwasbackatwork,itwas

alreadyintheafternoonandIwasinSihle’s

officeIwasworkingwithhimonthishigh

profilemurdercase,wehadbeenatitforhours

nowandyoucanactuallytellbythewayhis

officewasmessedup,paperseverywhere.

Whistgoingthroughthedocumentsmyphone

rangdisturbingme,itwasaJoburgoffice



number.Iexcusedmyselfwalkingoutdownthe

passageintotheemptykitchen.

“Hello”Iansweredafterswipingthescreen

“GoodafternoonMrsJonathan,you’respeaking

toTshepangDrOkey’sreceptionist”shesaid

andpaused

“OhhiTshepanghowcanIhelpyou?”Iasked

suddenlyfeelinganxiousaboutwhatshehadto

say.

“Yourresultsarereadyma’amsoDrOkey

wouldlikeyoutocomeincanImakeyouan

appointment?”shefinallyasked

“UhmyespleasecanIcomethroughtomorrow

afternoonlet’ssayafterlunchtime?”

“Letmecheckforyouthen”shefiddledalittle

thenspokeagain“howabout2pm?”

“It’sperfectthanks”

“Okayma’amseeyouthenhaveagreatday”

shesaidbeforehungup.Iwalkedbacktothe



officefeelingalittledown,hopingandpraying

forhealing.Isatdownandproceededwithmy

workofcourseIwasnowdistractedbutItried

“Hellooo!”hisvoiceechoedinmyears

disturbingmefrommythoughts

“What?”

“Iaskedifyou’reokayyouseemabitdistracted

andwellyoujustvanishedrightnow”Ichuckled

atthevanishedthing

“I’mfinethanks”Irepliedfocusingonmylaptop

“Youknowmanypeoplehavediedunderthat

statement”IstoppedwhatIwasdoingand

lookedathim.

“IknowthatbuthonestlyIamokay,Ijustgota

disturbingcallthat’sjustitnothingmoreI

promise”henodded

“Ifyouwanttooffload,mydoor’sopenanyday

okay?”

“I’llkeepthatinmind”henoddedthenwent



backtohiswork

“CanIhavetheafternoonofftomorrow?”he

raisedaneyebrow“doctor’sappointment”I

addedthenhelookedatmewithsomuch

concern

“Areyousureyou’reokay”

“IguessI’llfindouttomorrow”that’salieIknew

Iwasn’tfine,Iwasfreakedoutaboutthewhole

thingbutitwasn’thisbusinessmyhusband

wastheonlyguytoworryaboutmywell-being

soIsaidthattogethimoffmybackalittle.And

itworkedsowefocusedonwork.

LunchtimeMelisizwecametopickmeupas

weheadedtotheMediclinic,Iwasfreakedout,I

knewIhadfibroidsinmebutIreadonthe

internetthatsomewerebiggerandrequired

hecticsurgeryandtheworstcasescenarios

wasoverbleedingandfallingintoacomaafter

surgery,needingbloodtransfusion.Hewanted

tobuymesomethingtoeatbutIdeclinedat



thatmomentIcouldn’tdownanythingfoodwas

thelastthingonmymind.

“Igotyouokay”hesaidholdingmyhandtightly

beforegettinginsidetheclinic.Igavehima

faintsmile,hissupportmeantmorethanthe

worldtomeitactuallygavemestrength.We

gotinsideandIconfirmedmyappointmentwith

Tshepangandtheotherguy,Ofensewhowere

bothatreception.Theytoldustowaitalittleon

thecouch.WesatdowninsilenceIguesshe

wasasnervousasIwasminuteslateDrOkey

cameandescortedustotheconsultationroom.

Sheexplainedtousthenatureofmyfibroid,

hugeasagolfballthatitwillrequiresurgery

abdominalmyomectomy.Melisizweasked

abouttherisksofhavingfibroidsremoved

whichhereadaboutfromtheinternetbutI’m

surehejustwantedmedicalconfirmationfrom

aprofessionalyouknowwhattheysayyoucan

neveractuallyseekmedicaladviceoranything

relatedwithyourhealthfromtheinternet.We



leftaftershedidmoreconsultationwithmeand

makingsurgicalbookingsformehedroveusto

Rocomamas,awaitercameourwayandtook

ourorderthenheleft.

“Howareyoufeeling?”heaskedconcernedasI

havebeenquietsincewesawtheDrOkey.

“Idon’tknowscaredactuallyI’mfreakedout

thatIwishIhadn’tdugthisup,hadIjustletthis

wholepregnancythinggoIwouldn’thave

knownandit’snotlikeIfeelanypainfrom

them”hesighedholdingmyhands

“It’sokaytobescaredbabebutIpromiseyou

willbefine,youwillgetthebestmedicalcare

andIwillbebyyoursideokay,likeIsaidIgot

youokay.”Inodded

“CauseyougotmeandbabyIgotyou,babeI

gotyoubabe,Igotyoubabe”hesoftlysang

thatwhichmademetogigglebecausehewas

offkeycertainlynotasinger,

“YouknowIwouldn’tpayacenttoseeyousing,



ImeanevenifyourconcertwerefreeIstill

wouldn’tcome”helaughed

“DarlingwhatyoutalkingI’myourUB40and

you’dpayburntmoneytoseeme”hedefended

asIlaughedathimandhisloveforoldschool

music.Wehadourlatelunchjusthavingalight

conversationnothingaboutfibroidsinmy

uterus,justhimgoingcrazycheeringmeup

whichworked.

Dayswentbyprettyfastapproachingmy

surgerydate,astheywentbyIwasgetting

morenervousandscaredmoreliketerrified,

thatmademetobequiteobsessiveaboutmy

situationIspentmyfreetimedoingresearchon

them,readingarticlesonline,thepositiveand

thenegativewhichfurtherterrifiedmein

actuallysenseIwasdrivingmyselfmade.

“Youaregoingtodriveyourselfnutsokay,just

stopwiththearticlesyou’readifferentperson

andyourcasemaybedifferentstoptorturing



yourselflikethis.”Hesaidgettingonhissideof

thebednexttomeandtookmypcputtingiton

hisside.

“YouknowIcan’thelpmyself”

“Justtryokay,Iknowthisisn’teasybutplease.”

Inoddedsnugglingmyselftohim

“Iloveyou”Isaidkissinghisbarechest

“AndIloveyoumore”hekissedmyforehead

beforemakingmelookupathimthenkissing

mylips,thenasoftknockcamethroughIknew

itwasSegoIwassurprisedshewasstillup.

Melisizwegroanedhittingthepillowwhowas

nowinbetweenmylegs.Hepushedhimoffme

thensummonedherin,shewalkedinwithher

rabbitinherarmsandwalkedovertoourbed

“What’swrongbaby?”Iaskedasshegotinside

ourcovers,andyesitwasdecidedshe’s

spendingthenightwiththeparentsjustlikethat.

MelisizwegroanedagainbehindmethatI

almostlaughed



“Ican’tsleepmommy”Icuddledherup

“Whyisthat?”Iasked

“Chrissie,toldmethathersisterwentto

hospitalandshedied,Idon’twantyoutogoto

hospitalIdon’twantyoutodie”okaynowthat

washeavy,shemust’veoverheardthatbecause

wedidn’ttellthemanything.Istruggledfinding

wordstotellherotherwisebutherdadcame

throughasalways.

“Heychatterboxcomehere”hesaidmovingher

soshecouldsleepinbetweenus,hecalledher

thatbecauseshespoketoomuch.“BerryBear

isn’tgoingtodieokay,thereasonwhyshe’s

goingtothehospitalisforhertogetbetter

okay.HospitalshelpsickpeopleokaybutifGod

decidesittimetofreethemfromthepainthey

arefeelingthentheydie”

“Thenwhatifhedecidestofreeherfrompain?”

sheaskedcuttinghimshort

“Mommyisn’tinpainsweetheartshejustneeds



togetsomemedicalattentionthenshewillbe

fineokay?”shereluctantlynoddedandturned

tofacemepeckedmylipsbeforecirclingher

armsaroundmethensheclosedhereyes.I

mouthedthankyoutoMelisizweforhandling

that,Idon’tthinkIcouldhavedoneit.He

jumpedoverusandmovedustohissidesoI

wasinthemiddlehecuddledmefrombehind

andkissedmycheckbeforeweallfellasleep.

Adaylaterinthemorninghedrovemeto

Morningsideformysurgery,Iwasanervous

wrecknothingelsewasonmymindbesidesthe

procedure.AlreadyDrOkeywasthere,wedid

thepaperworkandIwasadmitted.They

checkedeverythingincludingmybloodsugar

andbloodpressure.Iwasdueforsurgerythe

followingdayearlyinthemorningandthat

meantmenoteatinganything.Anyways

Melisizwespentthewholedaywithmejust

keepingmecompanytakingmymindoffthe

procedure.AtnoonhewasaskedtoleavesoI



couldrestandhedid.

Earlyinthemorningtheypreparedmefor

surgeryandsedatedmebeforetakingmeto

theatre.
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“Wisemensay-onlyfoolsrushin,

ButIcan’thelpfallinginlovewithyou.

Wisemensay-onlyfoolsrushin,

ButIcan’thelpfallinginlovewithyou.

ShallIstay-Woulditbeasin?

ButIcan’thelpfallinginlovewithyou

Astheriverflows

Gentlyintothesea

Darlingsowego

Somethingsweremeanttobe

Takemyhand-Takemywholelifetoo



Butican'thelpfallinginlovewithyou”

ButIcan’thelpfallinginlovewithyou”Iheard

thosewordsfromasongsoundingfromafarit

feltlikeadreambutaIlistencarefullyIwasn’t

dreamingitwasmusicplayinginmyears,the

songsoundedsoforeignbutfamiliarthenI

recalledwhereIknewitfrom,Melisizwe’splay

listIslowlyopenedmyheavyeyesandthey

weremetbythisbrightlightthatIquickly

closedthem.Icouldfeelsomeonehovering

overmesoIopenedmyeyesagainbeingmet

byhisitwasmydearhusbandIsmiledalittle

withhimsmilingbackandremovingthehead

phonesfrommyearsIwould’vechuckledbutI

wasinpain.Itriedtositupbutonlytohurt

myself.“Takeiteasybabe”hesaidhelpingme

situpIclearedmydrythroattospeakI

wonderedhowlongIwasoutbuthehelpedme

drinksomewater“howlonghaveIbeenout?”I

askedwithspeakingsoftly.

“Justaday,exactly24hoursaftersurgery”he



repliedtakingmyhandintohisthat’swhenI

noticedaneedleonmyarmIfolloweditsred

cubesseemedlikeIneededbloodtransfusion

“Youlostlotsofbloodsothatwasnecessaryto

saveyou”hesaidsmilingalittleinodded

"Thankyouforbeinghereitmeansalottome"

hewasstilllookingatmewithsomemuchlove

andcare"Andforthesong,reallycuteSweet

Melz"hechuckled

"Anythingforyoubabe,letmegetyouyour

doctor"hdwalkedtothedoorbutstoppedon

histracksthencamebackwithDrOkeyandDr

Peterson,ihadmethimbeforesurgery.

"MorningMrJonathan"theygreetedwalking

overtomyside"howisourpatienttoday"

askedDrPeterson

"Inpain"ireplied

"asexpected,i'llprescribesomethingforit"

soonanursefollowedwithawheelchair



"surgerywasasuccesswellbesidesyouover

bleedingwhichisnormalwhendealingwith

fibroidssononeedtobealarmed"reassuredDr

Peterson.

"Wewillbekeepingyouthoughforadayor2

justtomakesurenothing'swrong"inodded

theycheckedmyc-sectionandscribbled

somethingonthefilebeforeorderingthenurse

totakeoutthedripsandeverythingelsebefore

takingmeforabaththendressingupmy

wound.Shedidastold,Melisizwehandedher

mytoiletrybagtogetherwithmycleanpyjamas.

Shehelpedmetakeabath,myabdominalhurt

likenobody'sbusinessbutithadtobedone.

WhenigotbackintomywardPennyandher

husbandwerearound,igreetedasMelisizwe

tookoverfromthenursegentlyplacingmeinto

bed.Mybreakfastwasalreadywaitingformei

wassohungry,thankGoditwasjustafruit

saladandyogurtiatewiththemchatting.

Afewminuteslateriwasslowlyfallingasleep



becauseofthemedswhenMelisizwe'sphone

rangheanswereditallthistimehewassmiling

listeningtotheperson.

"Sego'sdemandingtospeaktoyou"hehanded

mehisphoneichuckledknowinghershegave

himapieceofhermind

"Heybaby"ianswered

"ThankGodyou'restillalive"shedramatically

saidigiggled"whydidn'tyoucallmelikeyou

promised?Youknowialmostgrewgreyhair

waitingforyou?Ifonlydadwouldletmecome

andseeyou,argthatman"ilaughedhurting

myself

"howoldareyouagainandwhosechildare

you?"Iaskedrecoveringfromtheextremepain

ijustfelt

"Pleasedon'ttellmeyoudon'tknowme,iknew

thiswouldhappenahman"shewasdramatic

andidon'tknowwhofedhersuchnonsenses

abouthospitals



"Lesego?"

"Mom,soyoudorememberme?"Shesighedin

relief

"Youknowwhenyou'recallingsomeonewhois

inhospital,thefirstquestionyouaskishoware

you?,howareyoufeelingtoday?Isthepain

betterorgettingworse?"

"Mybadit'sjustthatyou'refrustratingthekidin

meyouknow"

"Frustratingwow,thatsabigwordfora7year

old"shegiggled

"Notreallywhenareyoucomingbackhome?

Youknowimissyouright?"

"Heychatterbox?"Iexclaimed

"Sorryhowareyoumommy?"

"iamverywellthankyouSegoandhoware

you?"

"Welli'mnotinhospital"igiggledavoidingto



laugh

"Imissyoutooandiloveyouokay"isaidtrying

towrapupthecall,itwasstrainingtheheckout

ofme.

"Andiloveyoumynunubeariwillmakeyou

blueberrycupcakesokay?"

"Justdon'tburnmyhousedown"shegiggled

"Don'tworryMaSophiewillhelpme

"Byethen"

"Wait,Yondawantstotalktoyou"iheard

shufflingonthebackgroundthenhespokewith

hisdeepvoice

"Berrybearhowareyou?"Heaskedispoketo

himjustalittlebeforehehungup

[01/20,18:39]Ron:Insert62

6weekslaterIwasstillathomeafterbeing

dischargedonthe3rdday,IhadhealedandI

wasdueforacheck-up.Melisizwehadbeen



reallysupportivefussingovermemakingsureI

wasrestingandeverythingIneededprovidedto

speedupmyrecovery,itwasreallysweetof

him.Hecamebackfromworktopickmeup,I

wasalreadywaitingforhiminthelivingroom.

Sohecalledmelettingmeknowthathewas

outsidesincewewerealreadyrunninglate.I

tookmybagandwalkedouthewasparked

outsideourgateIgotinsideandpeckedhislips.

Hewasawfullyquietallthewaytothe

mediclincwhichwastotallyunlikehimIcould

sayhewasagitatedbutIchosenottosay

anything.Wearrivedattheclinicandmadeour

wayin,asalwayspassbyTshepangfor

confirmationandpayment.Shetoldustogoin,

DrOkeyisreadyforus.Iledthewayand

knockedattheopendoorshelookedupand

welcomedusinofferingusaseat,shetoldme

thatshehadmyresultsbutshewouldliketo

checkmeupfirst.Ichangedintothepatient

gownandlaidonmybackontopofthe



stretcherbedshecheckedmeupevendida3D

scanjusttoviewmyinternalsafterdoingso

sheinstructedmetogetdressedwhileshe

scribbledsomethingonmyfile.Iwentbackto

meseataftergettingdressedandjoined

Melisizwewhoheldmyhandandgavemea

faintsmile.

“Thegoodnewsisthatyouhaveproperly

healed”Shepausedlookingintomyfileyet

again“I’mafraidIhavebadnewsforyou,you

havewhatwecallintrauterineadhesionsin

simpletermsitisscartissue,itaffectsthe

functionalliningoftheuteruswhichcanbe

reasonforinfertility,youmightconceivebutthe

scarringoftheuterusmightresulttorecurrent

pregnancy,”shecontinuedtalkingbutIhadjust

zonedoutonherthemomentshespokeabout

infertilitythiswasit,Iwasnevergoingtobe

abletocarryachild.Ifeltnumb,completely

shatteredIfeltatearsdropfrommyeyesI

wipeditawayandfocusedonwhatDrOkey



wassayingexplainingmyconditionthatalso

myfallopiancubeswerealsoscarredwhichwill

makeithardformetoovulatemeaningthatI

couldneverbeevenabletotryoutother

options.icouldn’ttakeitanymore,everything

shesaidaboutthewomanpartofmetoremy

heartintotinypiecesitbrokeme.Istoodup

andwalkedtothedoorvigorouslywipingaway

mytears,Iranoutoftheclinictotheparkinglot

andhecaughtupwithmeandheheldmeso

tightlyandcloselytohimturningmearound.I

justsobbedinhisarmswhywasallofthis

happeningtome?WhatisitthatIdidwasso

badthatIcouldn’tjustcarryonesoulintothis

earth.Icriedinhisarmswhywaslifeunfair?I

meantherearepeopleouttherethatare

blessedwithchildrentheydon’twantandhereI

ambarren!Iguessyetagainmyfatehadbeen

decidedIwasn’tdestinedtocarryachildthatI

wasnevergoingtobeamomthatIwillnever

experiencehowitfeelslikecarryingasoulin



yourtummy,theweirdcravings,thevomiting,

thenausea,theexhaustion,thecrampingup

andthekicks.Ipulledawayfromhisarms“I’m

sorryIcan’tgiveyoukids,I’msorryI’mnot

womanenoughforyoupleaseforgiveme”I

apologisedsobbing“don’tokay,it’snotyour

faultyoucan’tcarryababy.Youaremywoman

andyou’reenoughformeokay.Iloveyou”at

thatmomentIwassurehedidn’tknowwhathe

wassayinghekissedmyforeheadpullingme

backtohisarms.Ieventuallycalmeddownhe

openedupthedoorforme,Igotinsideheput

onmysafetybeltclosedwalkingovertohis

sideandgotinsideheleanedonthesteering

wheelforasecondbeforedrivingoff.Ijust

sankdowntheseatandlookedoutthewindow

withtearsgushingoutofmyeyes

uncontrollablywithoutmakinganysound,Ikept

wipingthemaway.Itwasawfullyquietinthe

carIwaslostinmysorrowandhiminhis

thoughts,I’msuredisappointed.Wefinally



reachedhomeafterwhatfeltlikeforever,Ihad

nostrengthinmetowalkout,actuallyIhadno

strengthtoanythingbesidescrymylungsout.

Webothsatinthecarsilentlywejustsatthere

nowordspokennothingjustsadnesswrittenon

ourfaces,morelikepityinhis.Hefinallygotout

ofthecar,secondslatermydooropenedhe

heldouthishandtomeandItookitafter

unbucklingmybelt,hegentlypulledmeupinto

hisembrace.Wejuststoodthereineach

other’sarmsonthedriveway,Iwonderedwhat

wasgoingthroughhismindrightnow,nowthat

notbeingabletohavechildrenwasrealitywas

hereallystayingorleavingme?Whatwasgoing

oninhismind?IwantedtoknowbutIdidn’t

wanttoknow,whatifhisleavingthenwhat?

That’sonepillIcouldneverbeabletoswallow

soIsaidnothing.

HeledmeinsidethehousetoourroomI

changedintomypyjamashechangedinto

somethingcasualandwalkedout,Igotinside



mycoverscurledmyselfupandcoveredmy

headandcriedIthinkhemadeitworseby

walkingoutwithoutsayingawordthatforme

justconfirmedithewasleavingme,Ijust

waileduntilIfelthimuncoveringme.Hegave

mesleepingpillswithwater,that’swhyhe

walkedoutifeltforthinkingsolittleofhimafter

drinkingthewaterupIcalmeddownandhe

heldme,cuddlingmeupIslowlydriftedoffto

sleepstillintears.

WhenIwokeupIwasaloneinbed,myeyesfelt

heavyIthinktheywereswollen.Icheckedthe

timeanditwasafter8inthemorningthat

meantIsleptthroughthenight.Ihadno

strengthtogetoffsoIstayedalittlewhile

beforeIhadtheurgetopeesoIstoodupand

walkedtoourbathroom.Ipeed,wipedand

flushed.Iwalkedtothesink,washedmyhands

lookingatmyswollenheavyeyesIbrushedmy

teeththenwashedmyfacejusttofreshenup.I

wipedmyfaceandhandsonlytobemetbyhis



eyesthroughthemirrorhesmiledatmeitwas

sincerethatIautomaticallysmiledathim.He

wrappedhisarmsaroundmefrombehind“How

areyoufeeling?”heaskedstilllookingintothe

mirror.Iclearedmythroatandrepliedwithmy

crankyvoice

“Idon’tknowshattered,crushed,destituteyou

nameitandyou?”Irespondedandasked

fearinghisresponseheheldmetighter.

“I’mokay”hekissedthesideofmyhead

“Honestly?”Iaskedlookingathimthroughthe

mirrorhesighed

“Ireallywantedtohaveababywithyouactually

babiesIwon’tlieaboutthat,rightnowI’m

disappointed,crushedtoobutI’mmoreworried

aboutyou”hesaidturningmearoundIjust

strungmyshouldersandwejuststaredateach

other,Iknowhewaswaitingformetosay

somethingsoIfinallysaidsomething

“I’mjustscaredthatyou’llleaveme,Iknowyou



lovemeandwouldabsolutelyanythingforme

butmyworstfearisthatwewon’tsurvivethis,

thatyouwillbebysidetodaybutIdon’tknow

forsureifI’llwakeupnexttoyoutomorrowthat

youwon’tbesingingadifferenttunebythe

evening,atfirstitwasjustintheorynowthat

it’spractical,it'sourrealitymyrealityIdon’t

know,Ijustdon’tknow”tearswerenowgushing

outofmyeyesthathewipedthemawayfrom

myfacekissingmyforeheadintheprocess.

“Iknowwordsaren’tenoughrightnowbutI

needyoutotrustme,takemywordforitIdon’t

knowbutallIcansayisthatIwon’tleaveyou,

notbecauseyoucan’thavechildren.Iknow

you’reamotherandyou’regoodatitactually

greatatit.YoumotheredSegofromtwoweeks

lookathernowthenturnedmydisrespectful

bratintoawell-manneredbeing,sthandwasam

IthinkGodhasalreadygivenyouchildren

throughmeHegaveyouachancetobea

parentHeentrustedyouwiththem,withraising



them.Ifthatwasn’tHisplanthenIdon’tknow

whatitwas,mymomtaughtmetotrustHim

moreinmydarkesthourandnotdoubthis

plansformesoibelievethatthisisoneof

thosemoments.LookIwillforeverbegrateful

toyouforhavingahearttoraisethem,butI’m

moregratefultoGodformakingmyparents

chooseyouasmywife,notonlydidtheygive

meawifebutamothertoourchildrenLesego

andYonda.Theyhandedmemysoulmateona

silverplatterandI’mnotabouttoletyougo,or

worseleaveyoubecausethatwouldbethe

moststupidthingI’deverdoinmylife.You

knowIdon’tevenbotherplayingthelottery

becausedarlingIalreadyhitthejackpot”I

giggledatthatalreadykissinghimmanIlove

thismanIpulledawaysmilingathim,his

capabilitiesforsofteningmeup,reassuringme

whenI’mvulnerablewereonotherlevel.

“BeforeyoucutmeshortIwassayingI’ve

alreadyhitthejackpot10times,you’remy



PowerballjackpotcombinedwithLottoand

lottoplusjackpot.Yebomillionairesgotnothing

onyoubabe,I’mtalkingtheslots,theblackjack

table,winningsfromthepoker”Igiggled

throughmytears

“Idon’tknowwhyyou’recomparingmewith

moneybutIloveyou”hechuckled

“Iloveyoumore,morethanmymoneyokay”he

saidthatwipingmyfaceandkissingmylips.

WasIblessedorwasIblessed?
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Beingtoldthaticouldn'thavechildrenreally

brokeme,itwasreallypainfulitwasabitterpill

toswallowaspainfulasitwasihadtoaccept

myrealitythatiwasbarrenasMelisizwe's

auntshadsaid.Iwentbacktoworkineededto

keepbusybeforeidrovemyselfinsanewith

obsessingaboutmyhealthissueseventhough

Melisizwewasagainstitbtihadtodo

something.Anywaysihadsomuchtodosince



ihavebeenawaycloseto8weeks,wehadnew

casesandtheyassignedtomecontractual

relatedcasesandofcourseacriminalcaseto

workonwithmymanager/principalwhoof

coursewasSihle.Igotstartedwithmywork

readthroughthecontractsandwrotedown

whatneededtobedoneandfilledin.Time

wentbyreallyfastandsoonitwasknockoff

time,Tsholobidmegoodbyeandwalkedout,i

continuedwithmyworknotmindingthetime,i

actuallydidntwanttogohome.Ihatedfeeling

insecure,ihatedgivingMelisizwegriefabout

that.Heconstantlyhadtoassuremethathe

wasn'tleavingme,thathelovedmethatgotto

myheadstayedforalittlewhilethenagaini'm

whiningandcryingifit'snotthatheis

constantlyfussingoverme,caringtoomuch

andthatalonemakesmecry.

"Tomorrow'sanotherday"ilookupandmy

eyeslandonSihlebymydoor,iquicklychecked

thetimeanditwaswaytoolatelike9pm



"OhmyGodthanksijustgotcaughtup"isaid

standingupandpackingmystuffintomybags

hechuckled

"Ithappenstothebestofusbutdon'tletitbe

yournewnormalyou'reamomafterall"istop

packing,iwasamomamothertotwobeautiful

children,Sego'smomandihavebeendistant

sinceireceivedthenews.

"Areyouokay?"Heasked

"Yeasurei'mperfectlyfine"irepliedtakingmy

bags.Henoddedmakingwayformetopass

andleadtheway.Ibidhimgoodbyeaswe

reachedtheparkinglot.

WhenigothomeMelisizwewasn'taround

whichwasweirdormaybehrwasalsotiredof

mycrying.Iwenttomyroomwithmyalready

warmedupmeal.Ifiddledthroughmyhandbag

formyphoneipanickedwhenisawthatitwas

onsilent,ithadloadsofmissedcallsand

messagessoiscrolledthroughforanything



fromMelisizweandifoundone.Atextnotifying

methathewon'tbehomefordinnersincehe

hadabusinessmeetingtoattend.Ithrewmy

phoneonmybedthenstartedeatingthena

knockcamethroughourdoor,isummonedthe

personinandYondawalkedin,hewasalready

inhispyjamas.

"Berries"hesaidinaformofgreetinginodded

sinceihadfoodinmymouth."Where'sdad"he

askedsittingonthecouch

"Businessmeeting"irepliedafterswallowing

"Areyouokay?Ilookedathim"imeanyou

haven'tbeenyourselflatelyactuallyyoudon't

seemhappy"

"I'mokay,thankyouforasking"igavehima

faintsmile

"Areyousure?Segosaidshesawyoucrying

theotherday"inoddedfeelingbadaboutthat

"Ipromisei'mfine,iwilltalktoherokay?"He



nodded"sohow'sschool?"iaskedchangingthe

subject.Hestayedforlittlewhileandwent

backtohisstudyingwhilstiwenttotakea

showerworemypyjamas.Iwentdownstairs

withmydishesandwashedthemthenmade

myselfacupofgreenteamineededtodetox.I

drankitupandstilltherewasnosignof

Melisizwesoicalledhimusingthehouse

phoneitwentstraighttovoicemail,icalledhis

officenumberitrangunansweredihotworried

tryingnottothinkoftheworstthatcould've

happenedtohim,orthinktheworstofwhathe

couldgetupto.Iwentbacktomyroom,curled

upmyselfinbedswitchoffmysidelampand

startedcrying.ThiswasitMelisizwenever

disappearedonme,evenonhisnightoutwith

theguysIcriedmyselftosleep.

Iwokeupthefollowingdayandhissidewas

stillstraightup,hedidn'tcomehome.Igotoff

mybedandwalkedtothebathroomdidmy

morninghygienicprocessandgotdressedin



mynavynavypantswithababyblueshirt

tuckedinandmatchingpencilshoe.Itiedup

myafrointoaneatbun,appliedmake-uppuffed

upmyperfume.Itookmynavyjacketandmy

handbagandwentdownstairthekidswere

alreadyhavingbreakfast.Ipeckedtheircheeks

andsatdownMaSophiedishedupforme,i

thankedherandatewithSegochattingabout

schoolandherfriends,laughedhereandthere,

mymindwaswithMelisizweandhis

whereabouts.Afterbreakfastiwenttooneof

thebathroomsdownstairsandrinsedmy

mouthwithlisterinewhilstthekidswent

upstairstogettheirstuff.Iwaitedforthemin

theloungejustpressingwhateveronmyphone,

theyfinallycamedownarguingaboutGod

knowswhat.Iopenedupthefrontdoortobe

metbytheirdadstillinyesterday'sclothes,i

instantlygotangry.Hegreetedtryingtokissme,

ibackedawaygivinghimadeathstarehesmelt

likeabreweryandwalkedpasthimthekids



followed.Iputmystuffintogetherwiththeirs

andgotinside.Idrovethemtoschool,itwasa

silentdriveevenSegowasquiet.Idropped

themoffthenwenttoworktryingnottothink

aboutMelisizwe.Istartedfromwhereileftoff

lastnight,myphonerangitwasMelisizwebuti

ignoreditputtingitonsilentafterwards.

MomentslaterourreceptionistMapaseka

callednotifyingmethatihadadeliverysoi

wentdownstairstocheckitout.Whenigot

thereshewasbusyassistingaclientsoi

waitedalittle"sorryaboutthat,thesearefor

you"shesaidtakingoutahugebunchofwhite

liliesmyfavouriteandagiftbagwithaboxof

chocolates.Itookoutthecardandreadit"Iam

sorry"signedbyMelisizweiputitinmypocket

"Whoaretheyfrom"sheaskedsmiling

"NooneimportantyoucanhavethesePasi"i

saidhandingthemtoher

"Areyouserious?I'veneverreceivedflowers



before"

"Thenthisismygifttoyou"ismiledand

walkedaway"thankLily"sheslightlyyelledas

theliftclosedup.Deepinsideiwasboiling,he

thinkshecansoftenmewithflowersand

chocolatesafterspendingthenightoutwithhis

phoneoff.Itookoutallofmyangerintomy

work.LunchtimeTsholoofferedtobuyus

lunchsoiwasleftalonerestingmyheadonthe

chairaknockcamethroughontheopenedup

doorandthereshewasmyworstnightmare.
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Isatupstraightasshewalkedinclosingthe

doorbehindherlookingallsortsofbeautiful,

shelookedlikeshehadsteppedoutofa

magazinecoverMelisizwehadagoodeyefor

womenshame,igivehimthat.Ineverhad

expectedtoseehernotinmyofficebytheway

iwonderedhowshegotinbecauseireceived

nocallfromPasiabouthavingavisitor,wait



wasitcoincidencethatsheisbackandmy

husbandsleptout,nothiscan'tbehappening,

Melisizwecan'tdothistomenotnownotafter

promisingmethathewillneverleaveme.I

prayedtoGodthathedidn'tspendthenight

withherbutthenshewouldn'tbehereifhe

didn'tshecametogloatthat'sherstyle

"Lilitha"shesaidwalkingovertothetable

"Karabo,whatareyoudoinghere?"Iasked

shakenbyherpresencebuticouldn'tshowher

that

"I'dliketotalktoyoumindifisit?"Okaythat'sa

firstiofferedheraseatwithmyhandcurious

abouthervisitalsoscaredofwhatmightcome

outofhermouth.

"Ifyou'reheretoinsultme..."shecutmeshort

"No,pleasethat'snotwhaticamebackfor"i

foldedmyarmsinfrontofmychestandwaited

forhertotalk"Iknowi'myourleastfavourite

personbuti'dappreciateitifyoucouldhearme



out"shepausedlookingatinoddedforherto

continue"IwouldliketogettoknowLesego

andiwashopingyou'dallowmetovisitherjust

tobeclosetoher,please"

"What?"Iaskedshockedbettingmyeyelids

reallyfast,iwasamazedbythisiactuallyshe

camebacktogetherdaughterpermanentlybut

nooo.

"Youknowiwenttoherschool..."ididn'tlether

finishthatsentence

"Youdidwhat?HowdareyouKarabo?"Iraised

myvoicealittlestandingup"givingbirthtoher

doesn'tgiveyoutherighttodowhateveryou

feellike,youlostthatrightwhenyouditched

heratmydoorstepsheisn'tyours"

"Trustmeiknowokayandyoudonotneedto

rubitshetoldmewheretogetoff,cutestthing

yetsohurtful,ithurttothecorewhenshetold

methathermomwasnothinglikeme,thather

namewasLilithaJonathan.Iregretleavingher"



sheblinkedafewtimesbeforeshespokeagain

"pleaseiambeggingyou"shesoundedso

sincerewhichofcoursewasforeignwhenit

cametoKaraboialmostfeltsorryfoherbuti

didn't,shedidthattoherself.Beforeicould

respondTsholobudgedinfollowedbySihle

"Lilybabeyourstickywingsmademesweat

shame,ohHi"hesaidplacingmytakeawayon

mytable

"Sorrytointerruptbutyourlunchwillhaveto

waitwehavetoprepareaclientforcourtnow"

saidSihlewhoalreadyhadafileinhishand

"Ihavetogosopleaseexcuseus"isaidfacing

Karabo

"Canweatleastmeetafterwork"

"No"iwasnowpackingmymaterial

"Tomorrow?"

"No!"

"PleaseLilithaineedthisineedyouto



understand"shebeggedneverinamilliontimes

hadiimaginedherbegging

"I'llthinkaboutit"shegavemefaintsmilethen

dugintoherbaghandingmeherbusinesscard

andsheleft.Nowboththesemanwerelooking

atmebutisaidnothingandwalkedoutSihle

followed,

"Thatdidn'tlookquitepleasant"hesaid

disturbingmefrommythoughts

"Notatall"iaddedwereachedtheboardroom

andourclientwasalreadythere,iwasn'tthe

observerinthiscaseinsteadihadtotake

controlaskquestionsasifwewereincourt

alreadywithSihleobservingthewholething.

Afterourconsultationtheclientleftandwe

partedwaybuthadtomeetbeforeileftfor

home.IkeptthinkaboutKaraboandLesego,

howdoiexplaintoa7yearoldthati'mnother

mombutsomeoneelse.Knockofftimecamei

stilldidn'twanttogohomebutihadtosee



Sego.Sopackedmystuffthenleft.

ArrivingathomeSegowasalreadybythefront

doorwaitingformebecauseherdad'scarwas

alreadyparkedinthedriveway.Iparkednextto

himandgotoffaftertakingmyhandbagand

jacketout.

"Mommy"shesaidtakingmybagwalkingby

myside

"Baby?"

"Howwasyourday?"sheaskedisighed

"Eventful"

"Whatdoesthatmean?"Sheaskedlookingup

atme

"Thatithadevents,morelikesurprises"we

walkedinsidethehouse

"Likeminene?"Sheasked

"Whathappened?"Iaskedsittingdownonthe

couchtakingoffmyshoes



"thisotherladysaidshewasmymom,canyou

believeher?"Shewaslookingatmeijust

chuckledtryingtohidethetruthfrommyface

"Butitoldherthatmomwasnothinglikeheri

knowmymom"ilistenedtohergoingoverand

overthesamething

"Didyoutellyourdad?"

"Nope,heplainignoredmewhenigreetedso"i

noddedhugginghercuddlingherup.Thinking

thatimightlosehersoonerthanithought.After

whatseemedlikeforeveriwenttomybedroom

andmydearhusbandwaslayinginthereonhis

back.Iignoredhimandchangedintoshorts

andavest.Iwalkedtothedoorinattemptto

walkoutbutoutofnowhereheblockedmeand

ijustlookedathim.

"Iamsorryfornotcominghomelastnight"i

blanklylookedathim,iwasslowlygettingangry

"MoveawayMelisizwe"ireplied

"Babepleaseletstalkaboutthis"



"Okay,wherewereyoulastnight?"

"IspentthenightatLunga'splace"

"StoplyingMelisizwe,justtellmethedamn

truthjuststoplying"

"BabeIamnotlyingyoucancallthemifyou

like"

"Likeanidiotthatiamright,callyourbrother

who'sgoingtocoverupforyouright?"Iasked

furious

"Hewon'tbecoveringupformebecauseit'sthe

truth"

"Ifthatisthetruththenexplainthistomeyou

goawolonmelastnightthenyourexshowsup

inmyofficetodayafteryousleptoutisitpure

coincidenceoryourjustlying?Ohandnot

forgettingthatsheknowswhereiwork,Sego's

schoolhowonearthdidsheknowallofthat.

Justtellmethetruth,didyousleepwithher?"I

askedtryingsohardnottocry.



"Karabo'sback?"Heaskedlookingshockedbut

ididn'tbelievethatforalliknowitwasjustand

act

"Asifyoudidn'tknow,stoptakingmeforafool

Melisizwejustadmititthatyouwenttoseeher

lastnight"

"Babeiswear,iwasn'twithKarabolastnight

callPenelopeandshewillconfirmthatiwas

therelastnight,drunk."

"Andfurthermakeafoolofmyself?Nothank

youi'dratherhaveyoulietome"

"okayfineyouwantthetruthwellhereitis,

therewasnobusinessmeetingiwenttoabar

hadacoupleofdrinksalone,thendroveto

Lunga'splaceihadafewdrinks,thenmore

thanacouple,dreadingtocomebackhome,

youknowwhybecausehomeisn'twhatitused

tobe,iforeverhavetoexplainmyselftoyou,i

havetoputupwithyourwhiningand

insecuritiesasifit'snotbuggingmethefact



thatmywifecan'thavechildrenwithme,asif

i'mnothurtinglikeyouare.Guesswhati'ma

manrighti'mnotsupposedtofeelanypain

right,ihavetobestrongforthebothofus.And

youknowwhathurtsthemostit'sthebitterfact

thatmywife,thatyouLilithathinksolittleofme,

alwaysquestioningmycommitmenttoyouand

nowit'sevenworseyou'readamantthati

cheatedonyou.DAMNYOULILITHA"hehitthe

doorwithhisfistmakingmeflinchalittleand

walkedoutpissed.
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"Lilitha?Hello?Canyouhearme?"Shecalled

outbringingmebacktoearth

"Uhm,yesma...doesheknow?"Iaskedwith

tearsjustgushingoutofmyeyes

"Yeshisfathertoldhimafewdaysago"my

heartsank,howcouldhe?Thebastardtookhis

frustrationsoutonme,howcouldhe?He

lashedoutonmebecausehecouldn'tmanup?



Somehusbandheis.Shespokealittlemore

tellingmetostandmygroundshewillsupport

meandsheknowsthatiamcapableofgetting

Melisizwetostickwithhisdecision,standup

forhimself,ifonlysheknewhowthingswere

thisside.Shefinallyhungup,iwipedmytears

awaybuttheykeptgushingoutistoodupand

startedpackingmydocuments,booksintomy

attorneybag,Sihlegotinsideandsaid

somethingbutmymindwasn'tthere,icould

alreadyimaginesomeoneelsebeingcalledmy

nunus,mynunubear,mynunuberry,berrybears

bymyMelisizwe,thattimeiwasgoingmad.

Handsheldminedownontothedeskhemade

melookupathimwithhisonehand,hewiped

thefloodingtearsawayijustcouldn'tholdthem

backanymore,ijustcried,wailedlikesomeone

haddied.Hepulledmeintohischest,itwas

foreignbutitdidn'tmatteratthatmomentijust

neededtobeheld.Icriedinhisarmswhilsthe

silentlyheldmeieventuallycalmeddownthat's



whenicamebacktomysensesthatishouldn't

becryingonanotherman'sarmsbesidesmy

husband's.Iquicklymovedbackthennoticing

thathiswhiteshirtwaswetfrommytears.

"Iamsorryaboutyourshirt,aboutthisitisso

unprofessionalireallyamsorry"iapologized

ramblingallthistimelookingdownwith

embarrassment

"it'sfineLilitha,youneededashouldertocryon

andiwashereyou'rehumanatsomepointwe

allcrysoit'sfine"heassuredme

"Noit'snot..."hecutmeshortbeforeicould

finishmysentence

"Isaidit'sfineLily,nowifyouwanttotalk,a

shouldertocryonknowi'mavailableforyou

anytimeokay"heliftedmyfacewithhisindex

finger.Oureyeslockedandfortheveryfirst

timeisawbeyondmysenior,thefirm'spartner,

mymentorandprincipal.Isawthisinstantly

gorgeousmanwithgorgeouseyesinfrontof



myeyesgivingmeattention.Iquicklysnapped

outofit,whatwaswrongwithmei'mamarried

woman,isaidtomyselfpackingthelastofmy

thingsintomybag.

"Againi'msorryandineedtogetgoing"isaid

pointingoutthedoor

"Areyousureyoudon'twanttotalkaboutit,

whatevermadeyoucry?"Inodded

"Yea,i'mfinethanks"

"wellyouhavemynumberifyouchangeyour

mind,comei'lldriveyoubackhome"hesaid

takinghisstuffandblazer.

"Noyoudon'thavetoi'llbefineonmyown"i

repliedlookingatmyphonebecauseallofa

suddenhisgazemademeuncomfortable

"Please,iwon'tbeabletolivewithmyselfif

somethingweretohappentoyouafterletting

youdriveinsuchastate"

"It'sreallyfineSihle,i'mabiggirl"



"Please?"Hebegged"ormaybeescortyou

backhomethen,howaboutthat?"

"Sure"irepliedalreadywalkingoutdraggingmy

bag.Ireachedmycarintheparkinglot,

unlockedandgotinsideputtingmybagsin.I

droveoutwithSihlefollowingbehindme,i

couldseehimfromtherearmirrorasiturned

intothestreetsofmyneighbourhood,iopened

thegatewithmyremoteasiapproachedit,i

gotinsideandSihlepassedbytheopposite

direction.Afteritclosedigotofwithmyhand

baglockedthecarandunlockedthefrontdoor,

itwasalreadyquietaroundthehousesoijust

mademywaytomybedroomandtomy

surpriseMelisizwewasbackbuticouldn'ttellif

hewasasleepornotbecausehewasfacingthe

otherside.Iundressedandhittheshowerand

criedunderit,whenifeltbetteriwalkedout

driedmyselfandwrappedanothertowelaround

mybody.Ilookedformybodycreamand

applieditthengotdressedintomypyjamas.I



walkedovertobedbutigotangryasisawthe

sightofMelisizwe,ijustwalkedoutwithmy

phone,ineededtochillalittleiwenttohisbar

andfoundwine,idrankstraightfromthebottle

butitdidnojusticeatall.Ilookedfor

somethingstrongerifoundhisexpensive

whiskey,ipouredmyselfaglassanddownitin

onego,theninstantlyregretteditbecauseit

burntmelikenobody'sbusiness.Iwalkedout

withaglassofwineinmyhandtooneofthe

freebedroomsgotinsidethecoversandcurled

myselfup,myphonebeepednotifyingmeabout

amessageiopenedit,itwasfromSihle"hope

thatyouwillbeokay,thatyouwillmovepast

fromwhatever'sbotheringyou,youlookso

muchbetterwithyoursmilehopeyou'reokay"i

justreaditputmyphoneundermypillow,

gulpeddownmywinethenslept.

AsmyalarmrangIfeltsomeonehoveringi

slowlyopenedmyeyesswitchingitoff,

Melisizwewasstandingnexttomybedside



watchingmewithhishandsinhispocket,i

would'veconsidereditromanticbutsincewe

wereatwar,itwascreepy.Isatupyawningand

rubbingmyeyes,mybreathstunk.Igotofthe

bedandmadeitwithMelisizwestillwatching

me,iwalkedoutwithmyphoneandtheglass,

leftitinthesinkthenwalkedupstairs.Ipeed

thenwipedmyselfandflushed,iwalkedtothe

sinktobrushmyteethMelisizwewalkedinand

satontheclosedtoiletseat.

"Whattimedidyougethomelastnight?"He

asked,icouldseehimfromthemirrorhewas

blank

"Whatisittoyou?"irepliedturningtolookat

himasiwasdonewithmyteeth

"Iwasworriedaboutyou"iscoffedannoyed

"Saysamanwhohasn'tbeensleepingathome

nexttohiswifeforthepasttwodays,God

knowswhere"ithrewmyhandsinthairand

startedundressing.



"Soican'tworryaboutyounow?"

"Gofigure"isaidgettinginsidetheshowerand

closingit.Iwasn'treadytoapologisetohimnor

beghimnortalktohim.Ijustfeltlikeletting

himbe,iknewiwaswrongforfalselyaccusing

himofcheatingbutfromwhatiknownowiwas

furtherconvincedthathedidorwasaboutto

eitherways,Sego'smomwasfirstchoice.I

didn'twanttoconfronthimeitheraboutthe

secondwifething,iwaswaitingonhimtotell

mewellthat'sifhewantedtotheni'lldecide.

Notthatiknewwhattodoatthemomentiwas

beyondconfused,angryandhurt.Howcouldhe

lethisfamilydecideforhim,yesidon'tknowif

heagreedornotbutstillwhyletthemdictate

ourlives.asifthatwasn'tenoughhisbaby

mommadecidestocomebacknowwhen

thingsaresoshakyandmessedupinourlivesi

thinkiwasbeingtestedforreals.Whenigot

outoftheshowerhewasstillinthesame

positionilefthimin.Idriedmyselfappliedmy



facecream,thenmybodycreamediwalkedout

toourclosettofindsomethingtowear,howi

hatedcourtthoughhavingtoweardarkformal

coloursallthetime.Ifoundmymatching

underwearandchuckeditacrosstheroomto

ourbed,thensettledforablackplainpencil

skirtthatwentbelowtheknee,whitevestialso

tookoutablackjacketwithablackshoe.The

secondiwalkedouttheclosetclosingithe

pinnedmeagainstitliftingmeupkissingme

lustfullyandpassionatelyimoanedhardasi

felthimmakingahugeentrancemyclothes

automaticallywentonthefloor....assoonashe

offloadedhissemeninsidemeafterofcourse

satisfyingmeipushedhimoffangrily"sex

won'tfixthis,sexwon'tfixus"iyelledwalking

awayihatedhowjustusedme,ihatedmyself

fornotfightinghim.

Aftercourtidrovestraighthome,ichangedinto

Melisizwe'sjoggersleavingthevest,ineededto

restthinkthingsthrough.Iendedupsettinga



meetingwithKaraboineededtohearherout,

maybetrytogetheroutofourlivesidon'tknow.

Iwentthroughmypicturesthenfoundoneof

Penelopeandi,igotmadather.Itriedcalming

downtellingmyselfthatiwillonlyconfronther

aftermyhusbandbuticouldn't.Itookmybag

andcarkeys,idrovetoherhouseandluckily

shewashomesheopenedupthegateforme.I

walkedinsideasLungaopenedupthefront

doorforme.Igreetedandwalkedpasthim.

"Howdareyou?"Iaskedaftersmackingherso

hardthatmyhanditched"Andyoucallyourself

myFriend,howcouldyou?Youhadnoright!

"Lilithawhatthefuck?"AskedLungaholdingmy

armsbackwards

"JustbuttoutLungathisisbetweenmeand

thissnakeyoucallawife"iwiggledmyselfout

ofhisgrip"Lungaletgooffmeman"

"Noiwon'tletyouhither"shewasstillholding

hercheek



"Howdareyougoblabbingaboutmybusiness

tomyassumedinlaws?Youhadnoright

whatsoevertotalkaboutmyhealthissues.Do

yourealisewhatyouhavedone?Thatwas

privateandconfidential,howcouldyouMilani?I

trustedyouwithsomethingsopersonal.Ihope

you'rehappynowthatmymarriageisover!

LUNGALETGOOFFME!"iexclaimedwiggling

myselfandheletgobutstoodinbetween

Milaniandi

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Heaskedlooking

atme

"Askher"isaidwalkingoutbangingthefront

door.

.

.

.

.

.



.

Igotbusyyo!
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Isliddownthedoorframetomyknees,ihadno

strengthinmetofollowafterhimiregretted

questioninghimaboutthepreviousnight,i

regrettedquestioninghimaboutKarabo

becausewhatwentthroughmymindatthat

momentwasthatidrovehimstraightinto

anotherwoman'sarms,straighttoKarabo's

arms.Whydidn'tijustkeepmymouthshut?

Wasireallyselfish,wasireallyselfcentered

nottonoticethatmyhusbandsharedthesame

painasibutistilldidn'tbelievethat,hehad

childrensothepainwasn'tthesame.Ihugged

mykneessittingonmybuttburiedmyfaceinto

mykneesandcried.Afterawhileistoodup

changedintomypyjamastriedcallinghim

becauseiknewhewasn'tinthehouse,itrang



unansweredicalledagainanditwentstraight

tovoicemail,myheartbrokeintoamillion

piecesknowingthathewantednothingtodo

withme.Icurledmyselfinbedtakinghispillow

intomyarmsandcriedsomemore.

Wheniwokeupthefollowingmorninghisside

wasstillstraightup,wasthisournewnormal

wasthisournormality,isourmarriagegoingto

staylikethis,ihatedwhatwashappeningtous.

Igatheredthelittlestrengthinmetopreparefor

work,ihadtobeincourtearlyinthemorning.I

mademybedthenwentovertothebathroom,

tookaquickshowergotdressedinmyblack

pants,pencilheelandwhiteshirttuckedin.Idid

mymakeupalittlemorethaninormallyputon

justtohidemypuffyeyesandtiedupmyhair,i

wentdownstairswitheverythingiwouldbe

needingforwork.Imademyselfacupofcoffee

anddrankitwhilstthekidswerehaving

breakfastchattingbutmymindwaswith

Melisizwe.Idroppedthematschoolthendrove



towork,ineededtogetafewstuffbeforegoing

tocourtwhichcommencedat9am.Itried

callingMelisizwe,itrangunanswered.Isighed

andwalkedtoSihle'sofficeweweretoleave

together.Hedroveustothemagistratescourt,i

wasgoingthroughmynotesjusttomakesure

thatiwasn'tmissingonanything,iwasnervous

sothatalonemademeforgetmyproblemsa

bit.Courtcommencedtheprosecutionstated

theircaseandigotmychancetodefendmy

clientmakingmyopeningstatement.Wespent

therestofthemorningincourt,atlunchtime

weredismissedforthefollowingday.Sowe

drovebacktoSandton,wedecidedonhaving

somethingtoeatbyNewsCafe.Iordereda

virgincocktail,iactuallywantedtoordera

bottleofwinebutihadtogobacktoworksoi

madeamentalnotetobuysomewhenigo

backhomesoMelisizwewon'tknowthatihad

some.

IlistenedtoSihlegoingonandonaboutthe



courtcaseonhowiintimidatedtheprosecution

whenimademyopeningstatement,heactually

couldn'twaitformycrossexaminationaswe

waitedforourmeal.Ourmealcameandweate

overalightconversation,iheardhimlaughby

himimeanMelisizweormaybeitwasjustmy

earsbutnohelaughedagainthatilookedup

andtherehewasseatedbymyfarendbythe

entrancewithagroupofpeoplehavingdrinks

laughing,hemust'vesensedthatsomeonewas

staringbecausehelookedupandoureyes

locked,hissmilefadedaway,thatwasbadokay

ihadtofixthingswithhimican'thavemy

husbandlookingatmelikethis,iquicklylooked

awayseeminglyhewasn'tpleasedwithseeing

melikeiwas.Iplayedwiththerestofmyfood

waitingforSihletofinishupasihadlostmy

appetitewithalumpinmythroatbutiwasn't

goingtocryinpublic.Hepaidforourmealand

nowihadahugeproblemhowdoiwalkpast

myhusbandlikeididn'tseehim.Wewalkedto



theexittalking,maybethatwasgoingtohelp

buthiscolleaguescalledoutforme"Mrs

Jonathan!"Oneyelledout,iturnedwishingthe

earthcouldswallowmeupismiledandwalked

totheirtable.

"HeyguysIdidn'tseeyouthere"iliedlookingat

Melisizwewholookeduncomfortablehefaked

asmileandstoodup"heybabe"hekissedmy

cheeksoiplayedalongthenhewhispered"i'm

stillnottalkingtoyou"wasthatnecessary

thoughijustsmiledsincewewerenow

pretendingtobefine.Iexchangedgreetings

witheveryoneandbidthemgoodbye.

"Joinusfordrinks"Joeofferedasiwasabout

towalkaway

"I'dlovetobutihaveworktodo"

"Pleasejustoneround,onyourhusbandof

course"ifakedagiggle

"Someothertimeguys,ihaveloadstodo

beforecourttomorrow"henoddediwalked



awayandbreathedialmostsuffocatedbyjust

beinginmyhusband'spresencewhatwas

becomingofusthough.

Arrivingattheofficeididmywork,addedafew

thingstomynotesandstrategizeonwhathad

beenrevealedincourt,itwasmoreofabrain

stormingsessionbetweenSihleandi.My

phonerangasweweretalkingsolookedoverit

wasmymotherinlaw,Sihleexcusedhimself

walkingout

"Helloma"ianswered

"Hellomychild,howareyou?"Sheaskedfrom

hertoneicouldtellshewasn'therselfshe

soundednervousinamorecorncernedtoned

"I'mokaymahowareyou?"Ireplied

"I'mfine,whereareyou?"Whensheaskedthati

thoughtshewasaround

"Atworkmawhy?"

"AtthistimeLilitha?Don'tyouhaveahusband



andkidstolookafter?"That'swhenilookedat

mywristwatchitwasalready7pm

"Uhmidoma,butijustlosttrackoftimesincei

havetoprepformycourtcasetomorrow"isaid

defendingmyselfactualtruthwasthatiwas

alsodreadingtogobackhome.

"Whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutyourcondition?"

"Whatconditionma?"Iaskediknewverywell

whatshewastalkingaboutbuthowonearth

didshefindout?WhatwasitalkingMelisizwe

must'vetoldher

"That,thatyoucan'thavechildren"ikeptquiet

andbitmyindexfingernail"whygothroughso

muchpainalonewhenyouhavefamily?"She

askedwithhertremblingvoiceateardropped

frommyeyeiwipeditaway

"Wheredidyougetthatfromma"

"Doesitmatterthough?"

"Yes,yestomeitdoesma"



"Milamentioneditinpassing"sherepliedwow

sonowmyconditionwassomethingto

mentioninpassingsomefriendsheis"why

didn'tyouinformme?"Sheaskedagain

"Idon'tthinkit'ssomethingicouldbecasual

aboutlikeeveryoneelseyouknow"iwasslowly

gettingangryifatwhatandwhoijustdon't

know.Therewassilenceforawhilethenshe

spokeagain

"Ihavenewsforyou,badnewsactuallybutbe

stronganddon'tcompromiseyourselfinthis

situation,standyourgroundandfight,iknow

mysoniswillingtodoanythingtopleasethe

family,hisfather.OhGodishouldn'tbedoing

thisbutican'tsitandwatchthishappen.The

eldersareplanningongettingyourhusbanda

secondwifesinceyoucan'tgivethem

grandchildren."Ifeltairleavemybody,my

kneesinstantlyfeltweak,ifoundmywaytothe

chairandsatdownasmyworldcrumbled
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Idroveoutoftheirplacesupermad,betrayedat

hurt,thestateiwasinicouldn'tdriveany

furtheristoppedbytheroadsiderestedmy

headonthesteeringwheelandwailed,whywas

everyoneagainstmeevenmyhusbandwas

actingup.IcriedtoGod,becauseiknewhe

wouldneverforsake,fromcryingtotheMan

aboveijusthadfaiththateverywillbeokay.I

remainedinthesamepositionthatiwasinstill

cryinguntilsomeoneknockedonmywindow,it

wasalreadygettingdark,howlonghaveibeen

crying.Irolleddownthewindowseeingthatit

wasMelisizweafterwipingawaymytears.

"Openup"hesaidsoijustopenedupthedoor

hemademestandupthenpulledmeintohis

embracenowthatwashome,hehuggedme

tightlyididn'thavethestrengthtoargueordo

anythingijustwailedinhisarms.Asiwas

buriedinhischesticouldsniffhiscolognebut

somethingsmelledoffish,actuallyitwasa



sweetscentdefinitelyafemaleperfume.I

quicklypushedhimbackhelookedatme

surprised."Babepleasestoppushingmeaway,

we'reinthistogether,remember?"Hetriedto

holdagainbutislappedhishandsoffme

"Youcould'vedonethemostdecentthingthat

cheaterslikeyourselfdo,changeinto

somethingthatdoesn'thaveherperfume"he

lookedatmelikeiwascrazyorsomethingor

wasi?

Iquicklygotinsideanddroveoffleavinghim

standingthere.Whenigothomethekidswere

watchingtvigreetedandwalkedpasttothe

stairs.

"Mommythere'saparentsmeetingtomorrow

evening"sheyelledoutsinceiwasalreadyhalf

waythestairs.Soiyelledback

"Thanksforremindingmesweety"ihad

receivedanemailfromherschoolaboutthe

meetingandwitheverythingthathasbeen



goingonaroundhereihadforgottenaboutit.I

gottomyroomandclosedthedoorwenttothe

bathroomjusttofreshenupandchangedinto

mypyjamas,iwashedmyfaceappliedmyface

cream,ilookedfreshbutmyeyeswereblood

redbutihadtofacethekids,ourlivingsituation

wasgettingworseandwewereneglecting

them.Ijoinedthemonthecouchisatin

betweenthemwithmylegscrossedanda

cushiononmylap.WewatchedtvwithSego's

headnowontopofthecushion.Yondakept

lookingatmelikehewantedtosaysomething

butchosenottosohejustrestedhisheadon

myshoulderwewatchedtvinsilence.Moments

latertheirfatherwalkedinhiseyesmetmineas

hewalkedfurtherinside,hesatontheother

couchaftergreetingSegojumpedtohimsowe

satthereawkwardlywiththetvplayingnoword

saidiguessthekidssensedthetension

betweenthetwoofus.Aftertvtimeiwent

upstairstotuckSegoin.Ijoinedherinbed



cuddledherup,justchattinguntilshefell

asleep,shetookthingsoffmymindwithher

schoolstories.Idreadongoingtomyroomsoi

justsleptnexttoherfearinglosingher,thedoor

crackedalittleiinstantlyclosedmyeyesjustto

avoidhim,iwantednosorriesfromhimhe

calledoutformeafewtimesbutiremained

silent.Iheardhisfootstepsthenhimhovering,

hehuffedthenwalkedout.Isighedandopened

myeyes,howdidweenduphere?Didwestand

achancelikeseriouslythoughwastherea

chancethatourmarriagewillsurvive.

Myphonealarmrangiswitcheditoffandgot

upthenoutofSego'sroomtomine,ifoundhim

onhisPCworkingwithpapersalloverourbed,i

walkedpasthimtothebathroom.Ipeed,

washedmyhandsthenbrushedmyteeth.Itook

ofmypyjamasthengotinsidetheshower,i

appliedmyshowergelasthewaterhitmyskin,

theshowerdooropenedhegotinsideallnaked,

idrolledforasecondi'mallowedtookay.I



continuedwithwhatiwasinitiallydoing,his

armscircledmefrombehindiheldmybreathin

sincehistouchsentsensationsallovermy

body,heturnedmearoundwithhisbody

pressedonminethatalonemademybody

submittohimhislipsfoundtheirwaytomy

neckhishandliftinguponeofmylegsbutijust

couldn'tnottoday,

"Melisizweno"thatcameoutasamoanhe

stoppedsuckingmyneckandlooked

"Pleaseineedthisineedyou,ineedtobethis

closetoyouatleast"hishandwasworkingmy

palaceandalreadyiwasgivingin,iwon'tliei

neededhimtoo,ineededtobeinanotherworld

foracoupleofminutesmaybehoursbutmy

bodyneededhimeventhoughitmaycloudmy

judgementonwhatwasreallyhappening

betweenthetwoofus.Imoanedonceagainas

heworkedmypalace,ifoundmyself

respondingtohiseverytouch,tohiseverykiss.

Iclimaxedacoupleoftimesbeforehefinally



offloadedinsideme.Heheldmesotightly,as

weweretryingtocheckourbreath,we

remainedlikethatforawhile,nowords

exchangedjustusineachother'sembrace,

werewereone.ihadnointentionsofruiningthe

moment,everythingnegativeinourliveshad

justbeenblockedbutitsurelywasn'tover.

"Weneedtotalk"iwasnowgettingdressedfor

worknothingformaljustanicedresscasual

floweryflowingdresssinceitwasaFridaywith

sandals.

"Yeswedo"iagreed

"Afterworksomewhereprivate?"Heaskedi

nodded"i'llsendyouthedetailsokay?"Inodded

hethenkissedmyforehead

"Ohmakeitaftertheparentsmeeting"

"Ohthat!...Iloveyouireallydo,we'llgetthrough

everythingtogetherokay?"Ijustnodded

"Youwilldropofthekidsright?"Henoddedand



iwalkedoutwithmyhandbag,ibidthekids

goodbyeastheywerehavingtheirbreakfast

andileft.Ihadaslowdayatwork,going

throughmyfiles,lunchtimecame,ihadtomeet

upwithKarabothelastpersononthisearth

thatiwantedtosee,weweremeetingatmy

workplacesowhenPasicalledmenotifyingme

thatmyguestwasiarounditoldhertoescort

hertooneofourboardrooms.Whenireached

downstairsshehadabottleofwaterinfrontof

her,igreetedaftermakingsurethaticarefully

inhaledthescentofherperfumeandtomy

surpriseitwasnothingliketheoneMelisizwe

had,wastheresomeoneelseorshejustused

differentperfumes?Isatoppositeherand

waitedonherbutshekeptquiet.

"Whyareyouhere?Tothreatenme?Totellme

thatsheisn'tmineneitherisherdad,totellme

tomakemyown?Totakeherawayfromme?"I

askedinthemostcalmwaywithmyhead

leaningonthechair



"IamnotbacktotakeawayLesegofromyou

nortousehertogettoSizwe"shepaused"Over

thepastyearsirealizedthatiwasbitter,in

considerateselfisheven.Iamnomotherlike

youidon'tthinki'lleveramounttoyourlevel

anyways.Isawthepictures,videosthatSi,

Melisizwepostedonfacebook,instagramit

toremyheartbutmademehappythatshewas

withsomeonewholovedherunconditionally.

PleaseLilithaiknowidon'tdeserveanyofyour

kindnessorfavourbuti'dliketomeether"she

waslookingatmewithtearyeyes

"Whynow?Whyaren'tyoutalkingtoMelisizwe

aboutthisyouknowSegoishischildhis

everythingright?Andtellmehowdoyou

explaintoa7yearoldchildthatyouarenot

theirmother?"

"Melisizwehatesme,hehatesmefortryingto

breakyouguysupthat'swhyinevermade

contactafterileft,thatistoppedusingLesego

togethisattentionbecauseihadtoacceptthat



helovedyouandnotmebesidesthatithought

itwouldbeokayifispoketoyouastheperson

whoraisedher...Idon'twanttoconfuseheras

ofyetbuti'dliketomeethermaybeasadistant

auntidon'tknowit'syourcallandiwon'tbe

aroundijustcamebackforacoupleofmonths

theni'llleavethencomebackeverynowand

again,i'llevensignacontractifihaveto"i

chuckled

"Wowyouhadthisallfiguredoutright?"
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#MELISIZWE

Findingoutthatmywifecouldn’thavechildren

reallyhitmehardbutasthemanofthehouseI

hadtostaystrongforher,comfortherand

constantlybethereforher.Sheneeded

reassurancefromme,havingherdoubtmehurt

butIunderstooditwasonlynatural.Ialways

hadimaginedmybabygirlsresemblingher,

havinghergorgeousbigboldeyesbesidesher



beautyjustherqualitiesasawomanshewas

strongandcertainlylovingbutthatdreamwas

crushedinasecondbutthatdidn’tmakelove

heranyless.Ithurtseeingherhurtwhathurt

themostisthatIcouldn’thurtwithher,Ihadto

liveuptosentimentsthatmendon’tcry,Ihadto

supressmyfeelings,myhurt.Iwashurt

shattered,broken,devastatedcrushed,seeing

LilithacryingdayandnightmadeitworseI

neverwantedtoseeherhurt,cryingbutit

seemslikeourmarriageourlifetogetherwas

meanttobehardandmostlyforherandIhated

that,Ihatedseeinghercrybutthat’swhatshe

didmostofthetimeandmostlyitwasbecause

ofmewhichofcoursewasn’tdeliberate.

OnthedaythatIdidn’tsleephome,Iwasat

workcatchingupsinceIhavebeenawayfora

reallylongtimeIreceivedacallfrommydadI

answeredknowingverywellthatmydadnever

callsunlessit’ssomethingimportant.We

exchangedgreetingsfromhistoneIknew



somethingupbutIlethimbemakingsmalltalk

abouttheweatheractuallyanythingthathe

couldthinkof.

“Whydidn’tyouthefamilyaboutyourwife?”he

askedIactuallyhadnocluewhathewason

about.

“Whataboutmywife?”Iaskedconfused

“Thatsheisbarren?”myheartstartedpounding

hard,howonearthhefindout,thiswasjust

betweenLillyandIohwellmybrother

technicallyhiswifebuttheywouldn’tdothat

nowwouldthey?

“Becauseithasnothingtodowiththefamily,

it’snoneoftheirdamnbusiness”Ireplied

restingmyheadonmychair.

“WatchyourtoneMelisizwe?”hewarned

“Butit’sthetruthdad,ithasnothingtodowith

everyonethisisbetweenmywifeandI”I

defendedIactuallybelievedthatitwasnoneof



anyone’sbusiness.

“Thenyoufeellikeaman,let’sseehowmuchof

amanareyouwhenyoudealwithtwowives”

“What?”Iaskedthinkingthatmyearswhere

deceivingme

“Youheardmeloudandclear,thefamilyhas

decidedyouwilltakeasecondwifetobearyou

children”

“Dadwhatareyoutalkingabout,Ihavechildren

YondaandSegoorhaveyouforgottenthem?”

“Yesoutofawedlock”

“Whatdifferencedoesitmake?Ihavechildren

andIwon’tbetakingnosecondwifeIwon’tdo

that”

“YouwillMelisizweandthat’sfinal”hebarked

“NO!dadyouwon’tdecideforme,Iwon’tdo

thattoLilitha.Youdon’tgettodecideforme

anymore”Iwasnowgettingangry



“We’llseeaboutthat”hesaidthenhungup

beforeIcouldrespondIbangedthedeskin

anger,Ihatedbeingcontrolledthiswastoo

muchnow,Ididwhattheyaskedmetodo

whichismarryLilithaandofcourseIdon’t

regrethavingherinmylife,Iactuallyamvery

muchgratefulforhavingherinmylifebecause

shelovesgenuinely,effortlesslyand

unconditionally.Sheevenlovedmychildrenand

raisedthemformewithmenowtellmeifthat

isn’taGodsent?Howcouldtheypossiblyask

metoditchLilithathemomentthesheneeded

methemostafterallshehasdoneformenow

tellmewhichwomencould’veraisedmy

childrenandtreatedthemliketheywereher

ownkids.ItriedworkingbutIwasgetting

frustratedaboutwhatmyfathertoldmesoI

stoodupandwalkedoutwithmyphoneand

blazerleftmydeskasitwas.IdrovetoFashion

SocietybarinHoughtonIneededtochill,toget

somethingtocalmmedownsomething



definitelystrong.Imademytothebarand

ordered6ZappaShooters,Idownedinonethen

anotherbutthatwasnothingIneededvodkaso

IorderedthewholebottleofCîroc.Afterawhile

ofdrinkingwiththebartendertellingmeslowI

couldfeelmyselfgettingtipsyanditwas

alreadygettinglateItextedLilithathatIwon’t

behomefordinnerbecausebusinessmeeting.

Istoodupafterpayingandwalkedout.Idrove

aroundthenheadedtoLunga’shouseafterof

coursebuyingdrinksontheway.WhenIgot

therehewasonhiswaytobedbutletmein

afterdiscoveringonhisownthatIwas

chemicallyoffbalance.AllIrememberwasme

dreadingtogobackhomebecauseIcouldn’t

faceLilithaknowingwhatmyfamilywas

planningofcourseIwasagainstitbutstill.I

spenttherestoftheeveninginLunga’sstudy

justtalkingandhavingdrinkstillIpassedout.

Lungawokemeupinthemorningtellingmeto

gofacemywifeorhellwillbreaklooseandof



courseitwastoolatebecauseshewasmadat

mebutnothingcanbefixedright?Ihadtolet

hergobecauseIwashangoversoIcouldn’t

reallygetinanargumentwithhermore

especiallyinfrontofthekids.Iwalkedinthen

upthestairs,tookaquickshowerthengot

dressedinmyalreadyironedwhiteshirtthen

lookedforasuittowearsettlingformyroyal

bluesuitandbrownshoes.Ifixedmyselfupin

frontofthemirrorandwalkedout.Imade

myselfasmootheraftergreetingMaSophie

wholookedatmelikeIwascrazyorsomething

sheactuallywantedtosaysomethingbutI

avoidedheranddrankmysmoothiethen

dashedout.FirstthingIdidwastogetour

receptionisttogetLilithawhiteliliesandabox

ofchocolates,andasefficientassheisshe

sentthemtoherfirm.Itriedcallingherbutit

rangunansweredthenitdowntomethatI

reallymessedup.Sheneededme,shelivesin

fearsheisscaredandwhatdidIdoIgosleep



outwithoutconsideringallofthat.Theday

slowlydragged,Itriedcallingheranumerous

timesbutmywifethickheadedsometimesis

annoyingokay,sheactsonimpulsebelievesthe

firstthingherbraintellsherwithoutlistening

whichisreallychildish.

IdecidedtogohomesinceIcouldn’tgetmuch

workdonewhenIgotthereIwenttomyroom

secondsafterrestingmychatterboxcamein

butIwasseriouslynotinthemoodshegreeted

sotoavoidfurtherengagementwithherIkept

quietIknowthatwaswrongbutwhenshe

startstalkingshedoesn’tstop.Soshewalked

outdisappointed.Ilaidonmybackandthought

abouthowcruelmyfamilyis.Howtheycould

askmetodosuchtoapersonwhohasbeenso

goodtome,whatonearthdidshedotothem

thattheydespiseherlikethis.Momentslater

mybedroomdooropened,Lilithaentered

lookingallbeautifuleventhoughshewasstill

mad.Iwatchedhermovingaroundourroom



notsayingawordtomebutIhadtoapologise

sortthingsoutwithher,seeingthatshewas

reachingthedoorIjumpedoverthebedtothe

doorblockingwithmyhandsosheturned

around.Whatwassupposedtobeustalking

turnedintoanargumentaboutKarabowhomI

hadnoideawasback,worstoffallshewas

accusingmeofcheatingonher,thatbrokeme

yesImayhavegivenherreasontobelievethat

bynotsleepingathomebutsheshouldknow

better.Iwon’tlieithurtbeingaccusedwith

suchitshowedhowlittleshethinksofme,that

shedoesn’ttrustmeandfromexperiencea

relationshipwithoutisdoomed,asmuchasshe

waswrongsowasI.Itookoutmyfrustrations

onher,Ilashedoutonherbecauseshehad

triggeredstuffinmethatIcouldn’tholdback,I

guilttrippedherwhichwaswrongyesthat’s

howIfeltthatshewasbeingselfishthinking

thatIdidn’tfeelherpain.Idrovearoundjust

tryingtocalmmyselfdownandendedup



bookingmyselfahotelroomjusttobeaway

fromhome.Iorderedroomservice,hadmy

dinnerthenhaddrinksbeforesleeping.

ThefollowingdayIwentbackhomeandshe

wasalreadygonewiththekidssoIdidmy

hygienicprocessthenwenttowork.My

colleaguesandIhadameetinginSandtonso

afterourmeetingwedecidedongrabbing

somethingtoeatbynewcafé,wegotatableby

theentrance.ChattingandlaughingatJoe’s

stupidjokeswithoutpayingattentionto

anythingoranyoneIfeltlikesomeonewas

staringatmesoIlookedupandmyeyes

landedonher,Iwon’tliemydaybecame

brighterthenIrememberedthatshemessedup

soIjustfrownedshelookedawayIguessIkind

scaredherIdon’tknow.

Icamebacktomysensethatwhatwewere

doingwasn’thelpingatall,insteadwewere

driftingapartliketwostrangerslivinginthe

sameroom,notouchingtalkingkissingor



worselovemaking.Lilithahadthisstinking

attitudetowardsmeIguessshetrulybelieved

thatIwascheatingonher.Itiredtalkingtoher

butsheblewmeofftellingmeto“gofigure”

nowthatwasn’tmywifeatall,yesshegates

angrybutshelistenswhenItalktoherbutthis

timeshewasn’tlettinggoofheranger.SoI

resortedtotryingtousesextogettoher,after

loadsofmoaningandgroaningshegoteven

angrierIfeltdefeated.

LaterthatdayIreceivedacallfromLunga

tellingmethatLilithawenttohishouselivid

smackedthedaylightsoutofhiswifeifwhyhe

didn’tknow.SoIdrovetoLunga’shousewhenI

gotthereMilaniwasstillcryingwiththesideof

herfacegreen.“Lilithadidthis?”Iasked

shockedthiswasn’tmywifedoingshewas

neveraviolentpersonImeanshedidn’tbelieve

incorporalpunishmentwiththekidsandnow

shegoesanddoessomethinglikethis

somethingwasuporwasoursituationathome



turningherintosomethingelse?Shenodded

“Why?”IaskedIknowmywifeprettywellso

theremustbeaprettydamngoodreasonfor

heractions.

“Idon’tknowshejustcameinhereaccusing

mefortheruininghermarriage”

“StoplyingMilani,justtellthetruthIknow

Lilithaverywellshewouldn’tlayherhandon

youfornoreason”

“Soyoucallingmywifealiarnow?”

“Lilithawouldneverdosomethinglikethis

withoutareason”

“Welllikeyou’redefendingyourwife,Iwill

defendmine”Iwasslowlygettingangrybynow

“Milanijusttalk,telluswhatyoudidtoher”I

growledthatshecringed

“Mfethustopitokay,thisismywifeandmy

house”Ijustignoredhim



“Milani”

“Itoldyourmomthatshewasinfertile,Iguess

shefoundoutthatIsaidit,I’msorryIjust”she

saidcrying

“Whosemom?”Iaskedknowingverywellthat

Nobantuwouldn’tdothat

“Lunga’smom,actuallybothofthem”

“DamnyouMilani,howcouldyou?”Iinstantly

walkedoutwithLungayellingatherIdroveout

oftheirplaceafterenteringthecodeontheir

gate,ItriedcallingLilithatryingtofindhernow

ithitmethatsheknewallalong,sheknewthatI

keptsomethingsobigandlifechangingaway

fromher,explainsherattitude,ohGodwhatdid

Ido?FromadistanceIsawacarontheroad

sideindicatingasIdrovenearIcouldseeitwas

her.Iparkedbehindhercarthengotoff.Irun

towardsherandthereshewaswithherhead

restedonthesteeringwheel.Ifoundherina

state,Iregrettedbeingthecauseofthat,hadI



beenhonestwithhermaybeshewouldn’thave

beenlikethis.Ibroughthertomyarmsandto

mysurprisesheletmeafewsecondslatershe

pushedmeoff,Itriedbringingherclosertome

butslappedmyhandsoffher,okay.Shestarted

withthecheatingaccusationsagain,shewas

adamantthatIhadafemaleperfumeonwhich

wastotallydelusional.Iwasn’tcheatingonher

norhadIhuggedafemaleduringtheday,Idon’t

knowhowshemanagedtocometothat

conclusion.Shedroveoffleavingme

completelydumbstruck.

Wehadagreedonmeetingupatthehotelthe

followingeveningafterourmorninglove

makingsessionswhichofcourseIhadtobeg

for.IpassedbytheHiltontobookusan

executivesuiteaskedthemtosetupmyroom,

dinnerfortwocandlelightdinnerandorderour

mealinadvance,Ithenaskedmyreceptionist

tosendofftheaccesscardwiththeroom

numbertoLilly’sfirmandproceededwiththe



day’swork.IswitchedoffmyphonesinceIhad

ameetingtoattendwiththeexecutivesofour

clientsintheafternoon.AfterthatmeetingI

drovestraighttotheHilton,headedtomysuite

whenIgottheretheroomwasn’tasIexpected

tosoIcalledthereceptionaboutmyrequests,

shetoldwhenthattheyweretodealwithitright

away,Itookofmytiethejacketfollowedthen

myshirtandvestfollowed,Ilaidonmybedjust

thinking.IheardclickingsoundsIthenwokeup

thinkingthatitwasroomservicebut

rememberedthattheyknockbeforeletting

themselvesin.thenIthoughtLilithawas

alreadyheresoIwalkedtotheothersideofthe

roomandtomyshockKarabowashere,ina

pieceoflingerieandarobeinheels.Ilookedat

herthenangerbuildupinme.

“Whatthefuckareyoudoinghere”Iasked

angrybutwithmylowestvoiceactuallyIwas

kindofdefeatedbyhergesture

“Cametogetwhat’smine”Ichuckled



“What’syours?Really?Iwasneveryours

KaraboneverwillIeverbe?”shescoffed

walkingclosertomeImovedbackalittleshe

stopped“HowonearthdidyouknowwhereI

was?Areyoufollowingme?”

“yourwifeisn’tverydiscreetyouknow,reading

hermailatreceptionforeveryonetosee,she’s

actuallyquitenaïveyouknowthinkingthatI’m

hereforSegoshecandreamon,Iwantitalland

I’mnotleavinguntilIgetit”shesaidtouching

mychestinhermostseductivevoiceandtouch

butnoneofthatgavemeaboner.Iremovedher

handsoffmethinkingabouthowcrazyshe

soundsrightnow.

“youseemsosureofyourselves”shenodded

smiling“sorrytoburstyourbubblemissyyou

aren’tgettingnone,notmenotSegoI’llmake

sureofitandthistimeI’llbackmywifewhen

shetakesyoutocourt”shegiggled

“I’dlovetoseehertryoryoutry”



“Don’tyoudaretestmeKarabo?”

“Orwhat?You’remineSizwejustgetthat

throughyourthickskull.Whycan’tyouseethat

I’mtheonlywomanforyouImeanshecan’t

even…?”Clickingsoundsofshoesstoppedher

fromtalking,mywifestoppedinthemiddleof

theroom,Iwishedtheearthcouldswallowme

upwhydidn’tIchuckKarabooutofhere.She

lookedsobeautiful,shewasblanknoemotion

transpiringonhergorgeousfacenothing.Lilitha

wastoocalmformyliking,Iexpectedherto

throwatantrumbecauseshe’schildishlikethat

butIsawadifferentsidetoher,amore

maturedsideofherwhensheaskedKaraboto

excuseuslikeshedidn’tfindherinahotel

roomwithherhusband.whenshetoldmethat

shewasdone,Ididn’tbelieveherIactually

didn’twanttobelieveher,ittookmeafew

secondstodigestwhatshehadsaid,howdofix

somethingsobrokenandmessedbutIwas

goingtolethergo,notlikethis.Igrabbedmy



shirtandworeitwalkingoutthedoorrunningto

theelevatorsbutIwastoolatealreadybothof

themwereclosingup,Icalledoutforherbut

nothing,Icheckedthethirdelevatorbutitwas

intheupperfloors,Itookthestairstothe

parkinglotbutIwastoolate,becauseIcould

hearhercartiresscratchfromtheothersideof

theparkinglot.

Iwentbackuptogetmystuffandcheckedout,

Itriedcallingherphone,butitrangunanswered

Idrovebackhometryingtogetholdofher,it

eventuallywenttoavoicemail.Whenreached

homeshewasn’ttheresoIwaitedhopingand

prayingthatshefindsherwaybackhome,that

shecomesbacktome.Ipacedupanddown

waitingforherbutnothing,Ihadadrinkand

waitedstillnothing.Imust’vepassedoutonthe

couchbecausesomeoneshookmeIinstantly

openedmythinkingitwasheronlytofinda

wrinkledfacelookingatme,MaSophie.Igroan

andwokeupsheaskedforadayoffhadsome



sortofanemergencysoIlethergo,Iwalkedup

thestairsonlytobumpintoSego,

“Dadwhere’snunuberry?”Istoppedfora

secondthoughtaboutwhereshemightbe

“Atafriend’shouse”Ilied

“Butshedoesn’tdosleepoverswithoutyou”

shewasrightwehadourtimeouttogether

“Segowhatdoyouwant”Iaskeddivertingthe

questionsabouthermom’swhereabout.

“IwantedhertodrivemetoCloe’shouseinlike

30minutes,Itriedcallingherbutherphone’s

off”

“Whatfor?”

“Wellalotofstuff,hermom’stakingusoutfor

herbirthdaytoalotofplaces”

“FineI’lltakeyou”sheranoff,Ihuffedthen

wenttomyroom,calledherstillnothingItooka

quickshowerthengotdressed.JustasI

walkedoutthedoorYondawasabouttoknock



“Goodthingyou’rehere,today’smylastgame”

heplayedrugbyinthefirstteam

“SorryIcan’tIhavestufftodo”Isaidwalking

away

“Butyoupromised,comeonmanIneedyou

there”Iturnedandfacedhim

“YondatrustmeI’dlovetocomeandwatchbut

Ihaveimportantstufftoattendto”hehadteary

eyesbutIwalkedoff

“WellBerriesshetoldusthatnothingwasmore

importantthanusrightnowshe’dchooseus

overanything”heyelledasIreachedthestairs,I

stoppednowthatwasemotionalblackmailand

Icouldn’texactlytellhimwhatwashappening

betweenthetwoofussoIwastornandI

couldn’texactlyfailheragainwiththekids.SoI

droveSegotoherfriendsplacethenwithYonda

tohisschool.EventhoughIwasthere

physicallymentallyIwasn’tthere,Iwaswith

Lilitha.



Wehadsomethingtoeatbeforedrivinghome,it

wasalreadyafterLunchtime.Igotexcitedand

nervouswhenIsawhercarparkedonthedrive

way.Iwalkedinsidebuttherewasnosignof

her,Iwentupstairsstillnothing,Icheckedthe

bathroomtherewasstillnothingforsome

reasonmymindtoldmetocheckupthecloset,

Ifoundmostofherclothesgone,Iopenedthe

othersidetofindhertravellingbagsgone.This

wasn’thappening,Iprayedhopingmyeyes

weredeceivingme,Icheckedagainbutshewas

reallygone.Iwentonlinetocheckifshehad

usedherbankingcardsonanyhotelactually

anywherebutnothing.Isearchedthehouseto

findanythingthatcouldleadmetoher.Isat

downonthefloorthinkingthatIdroveheraway

myrecklessbehavioursentherawayIbrokemy

marriage.ForthefirsttimesinceforeverIcried,

mywifeleftmeshewasgoneandIhadnoidea

whereshewas.

Hopey'allarehappywiththatcozi'mnot.
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"I'mnotthatnaiveyouknow,youthoughtyou

couldcomeherewiththatexcuseofastoryand

thinkthatiwillbelieveyou?I'mnotmovedby

yourcrocodiletearsKarabowalkoutthatdoor

andnevercomeback"hereyeswidened"get

outKaraboandstaythehellawayfrom

Lesego."shestooduptakingherbagicouldsee

thatshewasdisappointedherstorydidn'tadd

upactuallyitmadenosense.Shenoddedthen

walkedoutisighedthenfollowedafterher"i'll

talktoMelisizwe"shestoppedonhertracks

thenturnedandlookedatme

"Ithought.."icuthershort

"Sego'shappinessisapriority,knowingyou

knowmightsaveherfrompermanentdamage

inthefuture.I'mnotpromisinganythingbuti'll

talktohim"iwalkedawaybeforeshecouldsay

anotherword,yesimightnotbuyherstorybut

itwasn'tmydecisiontomakeihadtobe



objectiveandmaybehavingherclosertome

willhavesomesortofanimpactme.Ireached

thefrontdesk,Pasihadafewmessagesforme

andandanenvelopsoiopeneditupjust

chattingtohernothingseriousitwasanote

fromMelisizweithadahotelaccesscardfrom

theHiltonwitharoomnumber.Iwalkedoffto

myofficeafterthat.Iworkedalittlethenat

15:30iknockedoff,takingeverythingthat

belongedtome.Idrovehomepassingbyakfc

drivethroughiwantedtobuymyselfsome

dunkedwingsandaboxmasteriendedup

buyingalmostabitofeverythingbecauseofit's

smellitsmeltgreatonmynostrilsmakingmy

mouthwaterwithsaliva.Anywaysidrovehome

havingmydunkedwingslisteningtotheradio.I

reachedhome,gotoutwithmyfoodleavingmy

handbagbehind,igotinsidethehouseMa

Sophiewaswatchingtv,igreetedleavinga

shareforherandthekidswhowerebythepool

makingnoise.Iwentupstairstogetreadyfor



themeetingitookaquickshowerthenapplied

lotiononmybodyworemymatching

underwearandlookedforsomethingtoweari

settledforapairofblacktightfittingpants,

dustypinkAfricanprintpurpplum offshoulder

topwithablackheel.Istyledmyafrothentied

itintoaneatbun,appliedmakeupthenpuffed

myperfumeafterputtingonmywristwatch

andstudearrings.Itookmycarkeysandleft.I

textedMelisizwetomeetmeatSego'sschool

beforedrivingoff.Themeetingproceededand

therewasnosignofMelisizwebutipaidno

mindtoitbecauseitwasashortmeeting,they

wantedparentstotakepartintheirchildren's

lives,Sego'sclasswastoorganisea

fundraisingfunctionforacharityorganization

oftheirchoicesothat'swhywewerecalledin.

AfterthemeetingidrovetotheHilton,iactually

wasinhighspiritsmeaningiwaslooking

forwardtoseeingMelisizwe,totalkthings

throughwithhimfixusandbeokayonceagain.



Iwalkedinsidestraightafterparkingmycar,i

mademywaytotheelevatorandgotinsidei

suddenlyfeltnervousidon'tknowwhy.Iwalked

downthepassagelookingforourroomnumber

ifinallyreachedit,ibreathedbeforeunlocking

butitwasn'tlockedslightlyopenedsoijust

pushedthedoorinmakingmywayin,ifurther

walkedintotheloungesinceitwasanexecutive

suiteonlytobemetbyKaraboinarobeuntied

underneathhadlingerieandstandinginfrontof

ashirtlessMelisizwewithjusthispantsifroze

andstoppedonmytracks,Melisizwewalkedto

mebutispokebeforehecouldutteraword

"Karabocouldyoupleaseexcuseus"isaid

facingher,insideiwasboilingwithangermy

hearttearingapartbutiwasn'tgoingtolether

seethatMelisizweseemedshockedbymy

reactionprobablythoughtiwasgoingtothrow

atantrumortwo.Sheheldherheaduphigh

foldingherarmsinfrontofherchest"GETOUT

KARABO"hebarkedbutthatwasallanact



becausewhenigotinsidetheyweren'tyelling

orbarkingtheyweretalkinglikeadultsdoGod

knowswhat.Shelookedatmethenhimbefore

shestormedoutbangingthedoor

"Iswearit'snotwhatitlookslike"

"Isn'titalways"heremainedsilentiwalkedto

theothersideoftheroom

"She'splayingyoushedoesn'twantherback,

she'sbacktobreakusup"hesaidwalkingover

tome

"Iknowthatandidon'tcare"somehowbeingin

hispresencedisgustedme"Youknowwhat?

I'mdonehere"isaidwalkingtothedoorbuthe

heldmebymywaist

"Lilithapleaseweneedtofixourmarriagethis

fightingisdraining"Iturnedaround

"Howdowefixsomethingsobrokenand

messedup?Rightnowthere'snothingtofix.

Youhavebeenactingup,lyinghidingthings



frommeandnowyou'rewithyourexhalf

nakedinahotelroomthatwasmeantforyou

andi.Howmessedupcanthisget?I'mdone

withthisifyouwantasecondwifethentake

onebutknowthisi'moutofherei'mdone

compromisingmyself"withthatsaidirushed

outoftheroomwalkingfastmorelikerunning.I

heardhimcalloutformeastheelevatorclosed

assoonasitopenediranouttomycari

unlockeditthenspedoff.Iendedupstopping

atwork,ididn'twanttocryijusthadno

strengthinme.Igotoutwithmyhandbag

switchingoffmyringingcellphoneiwalkedinto

thebuildingwithacrushedheart.Itwasawfully

quietjustthesecurityguards,Mytearsfailed

measireachedtheelevatorsjustasiwas

abouttopressthebuttonitopenedonlytobe

metbySihlecomingoutofit.Itriedhidingmy

facefromhim,ididn'twanthimtoseemelike

thatagainbutiwastoolatebecauseifelthim

huggingme,holdingmetightly.Ijustcried



againithurtsobadwhathurtthemostwas

lettinggoofmymarriageofMelisizweiloved

himandicouldn'timaginemylifewithouthim,i

didn'twanttolivewithouthislovebuthewas

hurtingmehewaslying,secretive,distantworst

ofallmeetingupwithhisexinahotelroom

thatwassupposedtobeourmeetingpoint,

howscrewedupwasthat.

Ipulledawayfromhisembrace"thiscan't

keephappening,ican'tkeepseeingyoulikethis

ithastostopLily"Inoddedandtriedwalking

offbutheheldmebymyhand"ididn'tmeanit

likethat,ijustdon'twannaseeyouhurting,

comei'lltakeyouhome"

"No,it'sfinei'mfineherethanksbutyoucango"

"I'mnotleavingyouherei'mtakingyouhome

withmeandthat'sfinal"hesaidwithsomuch

authoritythatinoddedhetookmyhandandwe

walkedoutthenwenttohiscar.Hesilently

droveustoBrynstoni'mguessingthat'swhere



helived.Hedroveintothishugeestatethen

parkedinfrontofahousehegotoutandsodid

i,iwasn'treallykeenaboutthisbutididn'twant

tobehomeactuallyitwasn'thome.Helocked

thecarthenwenttothefrontdoorheunlocked

andledmeinside.Heshowedmearoomthati

wouldbeusingforthenight.Hewalkedoutand

isatonthebedthinkingabouteverythinghow

mylifewentfromperfecttoaheatedmess.I

wasbroughtbacktoearthbyhishandswiping

awaymytearswhilstcuppingmyface.

"Everythingwillbeokayyou'llsee"inodded

movingmyfacefromhishandsandaskedhim

toexcusemeiwantedtosleep.Heofferedme

supperithankedhimbuttoldhimthatiwasn't

hungryijustwantedtosleepheunderstoodand

walkedoutthencamebackinwithat-shirtand

boxersformetosleepin.Ithankedhimthen

changedintothemafterheleft.Icriedmyselfto

sleeplookingatourlifetogetherthroughour

pictures.



Wheniwokeupinthemorningiheadaheavy

headache,justasistretchedandyawnedhe

walkedincarryingatraywithfoodbutit

smelledawfullikeithadrotteneggsor

somethingiinstantlygotnauseoussoistood

upandrantowardstheensuitebathroomand

vomittedeverythingihadthepreviousday

cameout.Iflushedafteriwasdoneifeltreally

weakbutihadtopickmyselfupigotupand

rinsedmymouthandsatontheclosedtoilet

seatburyingmyfaceinmyhands.

"Areyouokay?"Heaskedilookedupand

nodded"butitdoesn'tlooklikeit"

"I'mfineijuthadtoomuchjunkyesterday"he

nodded

"Isupposeyouwon'tbehavingbreakfast?"I

noddedagain"wannatalkaboutit?"Ishookmy

head"comeonyouwillfeelbetteraftertalking"

ishookmyheadagain

"Letsjustsaymarriageisn'tdoingmegood



rightnow"henoddedthenwalkedovertome

kneltinfrontofmeholdingonmyknees

"Ifyouwanttotalk,justknowi'mhereforyou

okayimeanifyouneedanythingi'llbeaphone

callawayokay?"Ifoundmyselfadmiringhis

eyes"Godyou'rereallybeautiful"he

commentednowthatwentstraighttotheheart

secondslatermylipswereclosetohisthenit

hitme,i'mamarriedwomanijustcouldn'ti

backedout

"Couldyoupleaselendmeyourlaptop"isaid

breakingtheawkwardnessthathadcreptinhe

noddedthenstoodupandwalkedoutifollowed

afterhimtotheroom,imadethebedand

openedupthewindowstogetridoftherotten

eggstink.Iwantedtochangebackintomy

clothesbuthebudgedinasilifteduphist-shirt

soiletitdown

"Sorryibroughtyouthis"

"Thanks"heplaceditthenwalkedoutisaton



thebedthenwentonline,ibookedaplainticket

toCapeTownonewasavailableforamidday

flightsoitookitandpaidforitusingmycredit

cardafterthatisentanemailtoHRinforming

themaboutanemergencyleaveactuallyunpaid

leavesinceihadnoleavedaysavailable.I

changedintomyclothesthenwalkedoutwith

mystuffandSihle'slaptophewasintheliving

area.Iclearedmythroatandhelookedup

"you'releaving?"Heaskedstandingupinodded

"Yea,ihaveto.Thanksbythewayforeverything,

ireallyappreciateit,youbutnowihaveto

leave"henoddedtakinghislaptopandplacing

itonthecoffeetable

"Withouttakingabath?"

"Itakeoneathome"

"Okay"hetookhiscarkeysandledtheway.He

drovemetotheofficesoicouldgetmycar,we

werebothsilentjustlisteningtotheradio.He

parkedbehinditandigotoutsodidhe



"Thanksonceagainforbeingagoodfriend,i've

takenimmediateunpaidleavedon'tknowwhen

i'llbebackbutineedtogetoutoffthisplace"

"Whereto?"Heaskedshocked

"CapeTown,takingupmysister'soffertovisit"

"Itwillprobablydoyougood,callmeifyouneed

meokay?"Inoddedgivinghimafaintsmile"do

enjoythen"hesaidgettinginsidethecari

unlockedmineandgotinsideheleftandidrove

theoppositedirection.

Whenireachedhome,ifoundthehouseempty

nosignofMelisizweorthekidsandifiguredit

wasMaSophie'sweekendoff.Iquicklygrabbed

mytravelingbagsandstartedpacking

everythingcasual,underwearandshoes.Itook

aquickshowerthenworemywhitesneakers,

greyjoggersandwhiteoversizedt-shirttaking

mydenimjacketwith,letmyhairloosethen

puffedmyperfumeithenpackedmytoiletries.I

calledanubertogetmethendraggedmybags



downstairs.Ilockedthedoorsandleftwhati

usedtocallhome

ArrivinginCapeTownitookanubertoCity

Bowlthat'whereshelived,wearrivedaftera

while,inafewminutesiwasoutsideher

apartmentirangtheintercomandshe

answereditoldheriwasattheentrance

seconds,thegateopenedupandalreadyshe

waswalkingmyway"ohmywordithoughtyou

werejoking,i'vealwaysimaginedthis"shesaid

huggingme.
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"I'msoexciteditactuallyfeelslikeadream.

Whydidn'tyoucallmeicould'vepickedyou

up?"Sheaskedpullingawayfromthehug.

"Youwouldn'tbethissurprisedhadicalled

right?"

"True,ohmywherearemymannerscomelegs

goini'msureyou'rejetlegged"shesaid

draggingmybagstoherapartment.Wewalked



inusingthefrontdoorandiwasmetbythis

whiteguyseatedonthecouchwithcushion

overhislapiclosedthedoorbehindmefeeling

badforintrudingwheniturnedAmandawas

smilingatme,ismiledbackalreadyhewasby

herside,hewashotimustsay

"UhmLillythisistheguyitoldyouaboutDanny,

DanielSternbergmyboyfriend"ismiled

handingmyhandovertohimforashake"babe,

thisismysisterBusisiwe,LilithaJonathanwe

shookhands

"Pleasedtofinallymeetyou,i'veheardquite

alotaboutyou"hesaidijustsmilediwas

actuallyawkwardbecausewhenshetoldme

shewasseeingsomeoneipresumedthathe

wasblack"thoughtiwasblackright?"He

askedstilllookingmywayichucklednodding

helaughed

"Yessorryforbeingawkward"iapologized

"Iunderstandbythewayi'mactuallysurprised



thatyouneverknewthatshewasyoursister

becauserightnowifeellikei'mseeingdouble

butindifferentskintones"ilookedatAmanda

thenchuckled

"Ignorancemaybe?"icommented

"Definitely"

"Babecanyoupleaseorderussomethingto

eatwhileihelpLillysettlein?"

"Sure,youfinewithanythingrightLilly"he

askedlookingmyway

"Yeai'mgoodwithanythingbutiwouldn'tmind

toppingwhateverwehavingwithsomedunked

wings,alotofthem"mymouthinstantly

wateredatthethoughtofhowheavenlythey

taste

"Ookay"hedraggedthatlookingatmeweirdly

hekissedAmandaaftertakingouthiscarkeys

thenwalkedout"

"Comethisways"shedraggedmybagsthrough



thepassagetothisnicecleanbedroom,with

theseaviewitwasamazing

"Niceplaceyougot,amazingviewyouhave"

"Wellnothingcomparedtoyourhouse"

"Whatyoutalking,i'dhavethisoverthathuge

house,imeanlookatallofthisyou'vedone

great"shesmiled

"Itrythanks...thisisyoursthen"shemeantthe

room

"I'msorryforintruding"

"Noit'sfinei'mactuallygladyoufinallydecided

tovisit"

"I'mgladidid,thinki'mgoingtolikeithere,

wakinguptothis"isaidwalkingovertothe

balcony,theroomwasbreathtakinganensuit

withanamazingdesigntheseaviewjust

toppedit.Iinhaledtheseabreezejustwatching

thewavesfromafarandwiththesunsettingit

wasperfectmademeforgetaboutmylifea



little.

Wepackedmyclothesintotheclosetjust

chattingaboutthebasicstuff,wewerequickto

dothatbecausefourhandarebetterthantwo.I

wascurioustoseethewholeapartmentand

sheletmeitwasathreebedroomapartmentall

threewithensuiteaopenspacekitchenlounge

areawiththeseaviewalsoamazingitell

you.Dannycamebackwiththefood,seafood

platterswithmywings.Wehadourmealovera

flowingconversationwelluntilDannychoseto

beawkward.

"Itruelyadmireyou,yourstrength"ilookedat

himnotsureofwhathewastalkingabouthe

must'vefiguredthatout"forgivingyoursister

afterallthat'shappenedimeanthatisverybig

ofyounoteveryonecanbethatforgivingand

youbeingheremeansthatyouhavecompletely

forgivenherandyoutrusther"

"Howmuchdoesheknow?"iaskedlookingat



Amanda

"Everything"sherepliedinoddedsurprised

"Okay,welllikeyousaidsheismysisterand

shewasn'therselfatthetime"Amandasmile

throughhertearyeyessohebrushedherback

"Butstillittakesagoodhearttodoallofthat"i

smiledwecontinuedchattinguntiliexcused

myselfiwastiredandneededtogetsome

sleep.

Iwentovertomyroom,tookaquickshower

thenchangedintomypyjamasthengotinbed

curledmyselfupthenswitchedonmyphone

thenitinstantlyfloodedwithvoicemessages

fromMelisizwe,textmessagesandmissed

callsfrommymotherinlaw.Ilistenedtothem,

hewasreallyworriedbuticouldn'tcarelesshe

keptapologizingaskingmetocomebackhome

ortocallhim.Iswitcheditoffbeforeputtingit

onmybedsideitwasjustafter3pmbuti

wantedtosleep.



2weekslateronaSunday

Iwokeuptoaknockonmydoor,iyawnedand

summonedthepersonin,Amandawalkedin

withatrayinhand,icouldalreadyfeelmy

insidesturning,notagainithoughttomyselfi

jumpedtothebathroomtopukeafterletting

everythingout,iflushedthetoilet,rinsedmy

mouththenwashedmyfacewithcoldwateri

havebeenhavingthesepukingepisodessincei

camehere,somedaysididn'tbutwhatiknow

isthatihatedtherotteneggsAmandamadeall

thetime.IwalkedtotheothersidebutAmanda

wasstilltherewiththeeggssoiturnedback,

afterthrowingupiagainshecameinwitha

glassofwaterhandingittome"areyouokay?"

Inoddeddrinkingitup

"Areyousure?"sheaskedconcerned

"Yes,iwillbeifyoutakeoutyourrotteneggs"

"What?There'snothingwrongwiththoseeggs"

shelookedatmeconfused



"Welltheysmellliketheyare"shejustsmiledat

me,ijustdidn'tgetwhytheycouldn'ttellthat

theeggswererotten.

"fineiunderstand"shesaidthatwalkingout

leavingmewithaquestionbuttotallyignoringit.

Ifilledthebathtubewithwaterputtinginmy

fumesandbathsaltsjusttorelax.Aftergetting

insideAmandagotintellingmetogetreadyfor

churchsinceihadpromisedtogowithher.I

laidinthetubforawhilethenbathedthengot

out,idriedmyselfthenwrappedatowelaround

mybody.Idrainedthewaterthecleanedthetub

afterdoingsoiappliedmydayfacecreamthen

appliedlotionallovermybody.Iworemy

underwearthenlookedforsomethingtowear,i

settledforawhitelazytopandplatformheel

thenmybluerippedjeanswithaturnupatthe

bottom.Iworemyjeans,thefittedmelikea

glove,actuallytheyweregettingsmallerimade

amentalnotetosignupforagymmembership.

Iworemytopthenshoes.Iaccessorizemy



outfitpuffedupmyperfumeaftercombingmy

hairandtyingitupintoaneatbun.Iputonmy

boyfriendblazerjusttolookformaljustabit

thenwalkedoutwithmyhandbagandphone

whichwasalwaysonflightmode.Walkinginto

theloungeareaacombinationofrotteneggs,

coffeeoliveoilfilledmynostrilsandinasecond

myinsidesturnedagainirushedbacktomy

roomcoveringmymouthasifeltthevomit

makingit'swayup,butwheniletgonothing

cameout.Istoodupandsatontheclosed

toiletseatalreadyAmandawasinsidewithmy

bag

"Areyousureyou'reokay?"Sheaskedreally

horrifiedinodded"icouldgetDannytocheck

youup"HewasaDoctor

"noi'mgoodit'sprobablybile,letsgetgoingwe

gonnabelateforchurch"isaidstandingup

"You'reupforit?"Inoddedwalkingoutandshe

followed.Onthewaytochurchshekeptlooking



atmebutsaidnothing.Shefoundaparking

spacethenparkedbytheentrancetothehall,

asiunbuckledmybeltsheclearedherthroatso

ilookedather

"areyousurethatyouaren'tpregnant,imean

Dannysuspectsthatyouareandyoualways

foundsomethingwrongwiththeeggsoffwhich

thereisn'tandyou'recurvierthaniknowyou,

yourconstantcravingsifnotdunkedwings,

frozenyogurtorseafood.Eatingallthetime

andalsosleepingallthetime"tearsfilledmy

eyesasshefinisheduphersentencebuti

blockedthemididn'twanttocry.

"I'mnotpregnant,icanneverbepregnant

becausei'minfertile"withthatsaidiwalkedout

thecaravoidingfurtherquestioningorpityfrom

her.Shefollowedandwebothwalkedinside,

wewereusheredintoourseats,ihaven'tbeen

tochurchinawhilebutitfeltdifferentbeing

inside.Asthepraiseandworshipproceededi

couldfeelaglimpseofhopelikemylifewereto



turnforthebetter.Whenthepastordelivered

hissermonitconfirmedmyfeeling,iwasfilled

withhopethateverythingwasgoingtobe

alrightaglimpseoffaithinhimwasrenewed.

Afterthatvisitorswereintroducedbutisank

downonmychairavoidingtobeseenasone

andthatworkedinmyfavour.Afterchurchit

wasthemeetandtypeofsituation,"wedidn't

knowyouhadatwin"commentedAmanda's

friendsneitherofusconfirmedthatwejust

laughed.Itwasactuallygreatbeingthere,we

leftforwaterfront.Amandawasspoilingmewe

boughtafewclothingitemsandyeaihadgain

becausenowihadtowearasize36formy

pantswhichwastotallydevastatingiendedup

notbuyinganytellingmyselfiwillgoondiet

andexerciseforthemtofitmeanywayswe

hadournailsdoneididsomethingtotally

differentfromtheusualhairwise,iputona

weaveMalaysianbobhairwithclosureilooked

smashing,Amandahadalongone.Webought



latelunchpassingbywalkaberryforfrozen

yogurtofcourse.Iateinthecarbecauseiwas

superhungrysinceididn'thaveanythingfor

breakfast.

Mytroubleswereblockedokay,iwon'tlieand

sayithasn'tbeenatoughbecauseitwassothe

timeoutwehadmademeforgetalittle.I

missedmyhusband,missedmykidsiactually

missedhomebutgoingbackwastotally

somethingiwasn'tthinkingabout.Amandastill

didntknowthereasonformyvisitijustdidnt

wanttotalkaboutitandavoidedanytopic

aboutmyhusband.Whenwereachedhome,

Danny'scarwasparkedoutsideanywayswe

tookourstuffwithtotheapartment,igotin

firstonlytobemetbyhisgorgeouseyes,his

beardeventhickercrossinghislegsonthe

couchlookingallsortsofhotoureyeslocked

neitherofusblinked.Igotallsortsofemotions

surprised,shockedtoseehim,iwashappyhe

camebutiinstantlygotangryathimactually



hispresencekindofannoyedme,icouldfeel

salivaformingabubbleinmymouthbecause

ofthenauseathathadquicklytakenoverjust

outofnowherethatidroppedeverythingonthe

floorandranofftothrowup.Mygreatmeal

gone,justlikethatdownthedrain.Heheldmy

hairasigoteverythingout,hehelpedmeup

thenflushedthetoilet,iwalkedtothesink

completelydisgustedbyhimirinsedmymouth.

"I'vebeenlookingforyou,don'tknowwhyit

tookmesolongtofigureoutwhereyouwere"i

walkedoutandhefollowed

"Apparentlyyou'vebeendoingalotofthat,have

youbeentoadoctor?"Ikeptquietandtookoff

myshoes"youlookbeautifulbytheway,the

hairsuitsyoudifferentbutbeautiful"myheart

smiledwhatwaswrongwithme,oneminutei

hatehimthenextidon'tknow.Ilookedupat

himaftertakingoffmyblazerbecauseiwas

feelingextremelyhot,bigmistakeihadtopuke

againhedisgustedmeidon'tknowwhyitfelt



likehetriggeredsomethingfromtheinside.I

feltreallyweakanddizzysohejustscooped

meupwithoutsayingaword

"Melisizweputmedown"iprotested

"No,iwon'ti'mtakingyoutothehospitaland

that'sfinal...i'mdoneputtingupwithyour

tantrums"withthatsaidhewalkedoutwithme,

iwasslowlypassingoutbuticouldhearthem

talkingasthecardroveoffwithDannychecking

mybloodpressurealsotalkingtometellingme

tofightunconsciousness.Hekeptasking

questionsaboutmykidstokeepmefrom

fallingasleepuntilwereachedhishospital.On

arrivalheorderednursesaroundafterordering

AmandaandMelisizwetokeeptalkingtome.I

feltaprickonmyarmithurtsomuch,that

alonekeptmeawake...icouldfeelmyself

slowlyregainingstrengthtofullyopenupmy

eyeswithaclearhead,inafewminutesiwas

completelyup.Sotheywheeledmetoa

consultationroom,Melisizwehelpedtogeton



toponthebedforexaminationsinceistillhad

thedripon.Dannysqueezedgelonmytummy,

itwasextremelycold,ipresumedhewas

checkingmyuterusforanyaftereffectsof

removingmyfibroidsbuthowcouldhehave

knownthat.Hefocusedonthemonitorin

completesilencetheincreasethedevice's

soundthesoundthatcamethroughbrought

tearsintomyeyes,itsoundedlikemorethan

oneheartbeat."Congratulations,youare6

weekspregnantwithohmyGod,aquad"my

tearsdroppedfrommyeyessideways,

Melisizwe'shandwaspressinghardonmine

withtearsglitteringinhiseyes.Buthowisit

possible?

[01/20,18:42]Ron:Insert72

"Scottwhatareyoutalkingabout,MrsJohnson

hastoterminatenotMrsJonathan,theseare

hermedicalreports,patientwithremoved

fibroidsremember?"Staceysaidpaging

throughthefileshehadwhentheybothcamein



ibreathedoutofreliefwithtearsalreadyfalling

frommyeyes.Theyexchangedfileswith

Staceyshakingherheadmumblingsomething

"Ohexcuseme,i'mreallysorryforthatMrs

Jonathan,oldageiskickinginvery

unprofessionalofme...ThanksStacey"heread

throughmyfilewhilstiimpatientlywaitedfor

himtosaysomethingwhathappenedafew

secondsagomademenervoushethenlooked

upatme.

"Carryingaquadrupletautomaticallymakesyou

highrisk,withyouruterusalreadyscarred

you'reevenhigherriskiwon'tevenmention

yourbloodpressurebeingthathigh.You

might,mightnotbeabletocarryfullterms,it'sa

fiftyfiftychance."Ibreathed,atleastthereisa

chance"i'mactuallyamazedthatyoumanaged

toconceivewithscarryinglikethisbutwewill

havetomonitoryouclosely"hesaidlooking

overa3Dscanfromthefile."You'reontheclear

withbloodsugaroranykidneyrelatedillnesses,



icanworkwiththatjusttrytoavoidanything

thatmightstressyouworkanythingandi'd

adviseyoutorestallthetime,haveagreatday

MrsJonathanandi'mdeeplysorryaboutthe

confusion"hesincerelyapologizedinoddedas

hewalkedout.AndStaceyremainedbehind

"I'veprescribesomevitaminsforyou,youneed

totakethemregularlytohelpwithliningofyour

uterusandthegrowthofyourembreyo's,we'll

havetocheckyouupevery5daysforthefirst

trimesterthenafterthatmaybe2weeksbutit

willdepend.Healthyeatingisadvisedandabit

ofsomethingsweetdailytokeepyourenergy

levelsup,takeshortdistancewalksjusttokeep

yourbloodflowing.Followmyordersandwe'll

dojustfine.wespokealittlemoreaboutmy

conditionsheputmymindateasewhenshe

toldmeaboutsimilarcasestominethatshe's

workedon,sheevenshowedmepictureson

herphoneofthosebabies,totallyadorable.We

chattedalittlebeforesherememberedthatshe



wasonduty,shesignedmeoffdischargingme

iwashappythatiwasn'tgoingtospend

anotherdayinhospital.Ithankedtheheavens

forthat,icouldn'tbemorehappierthatmy

babieswerefinebutfeltsorryfortheother

patientthoughiwonderedwhatwaswrongwith

herthatshehadtoterminateherbaby.

Momentsstilllostinmyownthoughts

Melisizwewalkedinwithanovernightbag.He

peckedmylipsandsatnexttome"howare

you?"Heaskedcirclingmywaistwithhisother

armandmakingmeleanonhisshoulder

"I'mokay,they'vedischargedme"

"That'sgreat,anynewswithyourtests"

"I'montheclearfornow"itoldhimaboutwhat

hadhappenedearlieron

"Youmust'vebeensoscaredsorryfornotbeing

here"hekissedmyhead

"It'sfineStaceyputmymindatease"istoodup

andchangedtomypyjamasbecausebecause



that'swhatMelisizwehadbrought.Stacey

camebackinwithmymeds"pleasetakecare

ofherandbringherforcheckupevery5days

fromnow"shesaidbeforewalkingout.he

packedmystuffthentookmyhandinhisand

ledtheway.WesilentlydrovebacktoAmanda's

placeinarentalwithjustthemusicplayinghe

keptstrokinghislittlecurlyafro,hereallywas

differentbuthadthisannoyingfaceichosenot

tolookathim.

Imademyselfcomfortableonmybedafter

openingupthecurtainsandtheslidingdoorto

thebalconyifinallytookmyphoneoffflight

mode,textmessagesandvoicemessages

floodedinfromworkmyparentsMelisizwe,his

mom,Sihleandfromourhouse.Iignored

everythingandwentonlinejustreadingupon

quadrupletspregnancies,Melisizwecamein

carryingtwobowels,hehandedmemineand

tomydisappointmentitwasafruitsaladijust

glaredathimannoyed



"what?"'heaskedsittingonthebedatthe

bottom

"Withanannoyingfacelikeyoursyougodo

somethingsoannoying"hechuckled

"Iloveyoumorebabe"iclickedmytonguehe

laughed.iatemyfruitsilently

"OnthenightthatisleptatLunga'sihad

receivedacallfrommydadtellingaboutthe

secondwifething,itoldhimiwasn'tgoingtodo

such...."Hewentonandonaboutwhathad

transpiredbetweenhisdadandhim,then

Karabo.Ibelievedhimimeanhehasnever

givenmeanyreasonnotto,imeanhehasbeen

faithfulandloyal.Iwasintearsbecausehadi

listenedtohimspoketohimthingswouldn't

havebeensobadbetweenthetwoofus.Even

thoughtherewerepeopleinvadingwehadlet

themwewelcomedthemintoourspace,the

gapwehadopenedtheyfilleditup.

"Yesiwon'tlieandsayisayineverfound



anotherfemaleattractivebutipromiseyouthis,

iturnedablindeyeonthatbecauseiam

committedtoyouandonlyyou,iwouldnever

cheatonyoupleasebelieveme"inodded

wipingmytearsawayfrommyeyes

"Ibelieveyouijustdon'tbelievehowirrationali

havebecomethrowingunnecessarytantrums,

feelinginsecureallthetime,emotionalwrecki

justfeltlikeiwasalone,iwassuffocating"

"ithasbeenabumpyroadbutonethatwehad

towalktogetherbutwedidntweinsteaddrifted

apart,weshouln'thaveletthathappentous"i

noddedinagreementwespokeforhoursjust

tryingtosortourselvesout,ourmarriageout

liketwoadultsnotanadultandachild.

"Howdidyoufindme?"iwascurious

"icalledeveryoneyoucouldpossiblygotobut

noneofthemknewwhereyouwere.Ihad

forgottenaboutyourothersisteruntilicame

acrossapictureofherithentrackedherdown,



worriedthatimightfindyoudead"irolledmy

eyes

"Andyetyou'realiveinherspace,sheisn'tsick

anymoreshetakeshermedsallthetimeat

somepointyouhavetoletgoofwhat

happened"

"Ithinki'mfinewithit,imeanyou'vebeenwith

herforlikewhat?Threeweeks"

"Sowhatnow?"Ifinallyasked

"WegobacktoJohannesburg,ifileforsole

custodyofSegosomethingishould'vedone

whenyouwantedittobedone,iwantKarabo

outofourlivesforgood,i'msorryfornot

backingyouupbackthennowirealisethatshe

willalwaysbeathreattoourmarriage"four

yearsbackiwould'vejumpedforjoybutright

nowidon'tknowwhatiamfeelingbutone

thingiknewforsurewasthatidon'twanttogot

backtoJohannesburg.

"Idon'twannagoback"iwhispered



"Whatwhy?Pleasebabeletsjustgobackhome,

ineedyouourkidsneedyoutheymissyou,i

missyoupleasedon't"

"Imeantletsallmovetothissidegetahouse

thisside,abeachhouseatthat,ijustwantto

bewithyouguysinadifferentpartofthe

countrywithourbabiesthat'sall."Iexplained,a

smilecreptonhisface

"Notabadidea,tryoutAmandaforanestate

agent"ismiledlookingathim

"Youlookhandsomewiththefullymatured

beared"helaughed

"Soi'mnotannoyinganymore"ishookmyhead

"hormonesareplayingwithyoudarling"i

giggled"iloveyouneverdoubtthat"hesaid

gettingontopofmebetweenmylegsihaven't

beenwithhiminthispositioninaverylongtime,

ilongedforhim."Ineverdoubtedthat,neverin

amillionyearshopeyouknowthatiloveyou

too"hesmiledatmewiththisintenseyet



charminglookhislipspressedonminehis

handscaressingmybody.Ihadforgottenhow

histouchfeltonmyskin,howhetouchedme

likehewasworshipingmybodylikeitwas

somethingsoprecious,soonmypyjamatop

wentofffollowedmybottomsthenmy

underwear.Wehadourlittlereunionjusta

sweetslowlovemakingsessionforhours,i

whimperedasifeltmyorgasmbuildingup.It

wasorgasmafterorgasmheworkedmybody

thebestwayheknewhow.Ifinallygotofhis

embraceandtookashowerwhilsthewentto

getusfoodsinceiwashungry.Ichangedinto

myjoggersandt-shirtitwasalreadyinthe

afternoonijustclearedupmyroomthenigot

holdofhiscologneipuffeditupintheairthen

inhaleitscent.Ilaughedasigottheresultsof

that,it'sreallytruemyhormoneswereplaying

withme.

Hisphonerang,ifounditonthefloornextto

ourbediansweredafterseeingthatitwas



Yonda

"Hello?"

"Mom"echoedhisvoicethroughmyears,

Yondahasnevercalledmemomlikeeverthis

wasthefirsttimeanditsoothedmyheartto

thecorethatifelttearsrunningdownonmy

cheeks

"Momwhereareyou?areyouokay?Iknow

dadsbeenlyingtousbutpleasecomeback

homewemissyouyouknowhowimpossible

heget,mompleasecomebacktousweneed

youineedyou"hespokereallyfastlikehewas

excitedtobetalkingtome"isthatmommyi

wannatalktoher"saidSegofromadistance.

Howimissedthem.
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Iendedthecalltofacetimethemwespokefor

awhilepromisingthemthatwewillbetogether

soon,avoidingthe"when"questionSegoeven

criedoverthephonenowthatbrokemyheart



butimanagedtocalmherdown.Melisizwehad

cameinduringthephonecall,sowehadour

cutemomentprettymuchouroldselves

AfewdayslaterwewerestillinCapeTownwith

MelisizwebeggingmetogotbacktoJoburg

butsomethingwasholdingmeback,likeifi

wentbackhomesomethingbadwasgoingto

happen.Ofcourseididn'ttellhimaboutthat

becausehewasgoingtothinkthatiwas

paranoid,actuallyiwasmoreespeciallyafter

findingoutthatiwasexpectingididn'twant

anythingthatwouldcostmethelivesofmy

babiesandthatmeantdealingwithJoburg

stress.Anywaysiwashousehunting,ihadmet

withtheestateagentsowewerestilllooking,i

wasactuallyexcitedaboutthewholemoving

thingmoreespeciallyhouseviewingitwas

awesome.Amandawasexcitedaboutthemove,

herandihadbecomecloserthanbeforeshe

wasactuallyhappy,sheandMelisizwewere

comfortablearoundeachothernownoneofthe



"youtriedtokillmywife"thing.Anywaysihad

seenStaceyfor1stcheckupafterbeing

dischargedeverythingwasstillplaceblood

pressurenormal,thevitaminshelpedwiththe

vomitingandnauseabutistillhatedthesmell

ofaneggstillfoundMelisizweannoyingat

timesbutmissedhimwhenhewasoutofsight.

Amandaandihadjustcamebackfromthemall,

theguysweren'taround,myphonerangaswe

gotinsidetheloungeisatonthecouchlooking

foritinmyhandbag,itwasourhomephoneso

ipickedituptakingoffmyshoes.ItwasMa

Sophieweexchangedgreetings,icouldtell

fromhertonethatsomethingwasdefinitely

wrong.

"Youneedtocomebackhome"shesaid

"IseverythingokayMa,arethekidsfine?"

"Yeb'nganiyam,MaShanducameherelooking

foryouactuallyyourhusband"

"MaShandu?"Ididn'tknownoMaShandu



"Yes,herdaughter'snameisNeoMbatha,she's

carryingyourgrandchild,Yondaplantedhis

seedinher"WelliknewNeoonlybynameand

thiswasshockingididn'tthinktheywere

sleepingtogether

"What?"Ihissedshocked

"Shewantstotalktoyouandyourhusband,

she'slivid"

"OhmyGod,okayMaThankyouforlettingus

know"ihungupdefeated,howcouldhedo

such,hisdadwassuregoingtomurderhim.

"EverythingokayLilly?"AskedAmandasitting

onthearmrestofthecouch

"Kinda,justthatmystepsonchosetomessup

lookslikeheduguphisowngrave,impregnated

agirl"

"Whathowoldisheagain?"

"Hisababyhimselfnowihavetoplayreferee"i

wasn'tupforthat,actuallyhewasforcingmeto



gobacktoJohannesburg.Idialedhisnumber

butitrangunanswered.Istoodupandwentto

myroomandchangedintosomething

comfortabletryingtocalmmyselfdown.Iwent

onlinetobooktwoplaneticketsforthefirst

flightoutthefollowingmorning,Saturday.I

startedpackingourstuff,wehadtosortout

Yonda.Ididn'tknowhowoniearthwasigoing

tobreakthenewstohisdad,iwasfreakingout

likeiwastheonewhoimpregnatedsomeone's

child

"Whoareyoutalkingto?"Heaskedstartlingme

ididn'tevenrealisethatiwastalkingtomyself

"don'tcreepuponme"heheldmefrombehind

wrappinghisarmsaroundme

"whatgotyousoworkedup"heaskedpecking

mycheek

"Nothing"ireplied

"Letstryagainmommy,whatisitthatgotyou

soupset"isighedandturnedaroundtoface



himicuppedhisfaceintomyhands

"Promisemethatyouwon'tflip"

"Ican'tpromiseyouthat,youknowifsomeone

hurtyouihavetoretaliate"

"Nevermindthen"ihuffedturningaroundbuthe

turnedmemyhandsrestedonhisshoulders

"Okayipromise"iknewhedidn'tmeanthat

"Forthesakeofourunbornbabiesyea?"ihadto

usethat,hisnewlyfoundweakness

"Ipromiseiwon'tflipforthesakeofourunborn

babies,nowtellmewhowereyouscolding

whenicameinandwhyareweleavingthought

youwantedtostay?"Heaskedlookingat

straightintheeyelikehewasstudyingmei

sighed

"Yonda,heuhm...heimpregnatedsomegirlhe

dated,apparentlyhermother'slividandwasin

ourhomeearlieronsowehavetosortthatout

yea,we'reofficiallygrandparentsbabe"iwas



tryingtobecheeryaboutthesituationashis

griponmetightenedandhisjawalsoiknewhe

wasgettingangrybecausehislookturnedfrom

concernedtoanangryonewhichhehidwitha

blankoneheletgooffmebutipulledhimback

soheheldme

"Iamgoingtokillhim"

"No,youwon'tactuallyyouwon'tevenlaya

fingeronhim,forthegoodhealthofourbabies

rememberimeanyoudon'twanttostressme

outright?"Asmilecurvedonhislips

"Isthishowwegoingtobe?Youusingthis

againstme"hesaidbrushingmytinybump,it

wasstartingtobeshowjustalittle

"Isitworking?"Iaskedtryingtowigglemy

eyebrowslikehealwaysdoeshelaughed

"Isweartheywillbetheendofme"Igiggled

"emotionalblackmail,can'tilikesueyoufor

that?"ishookmyheadgiggling



"I'myourwifeyou'renotallowedtosueme

babe"hepeckedmylips"onaseriousnotenow

hisalreadymessedupsowehavetoaccept

thatandmoveonnobeatingsMelisizwe"he

hissed"Melisizwe?"

"Okayiwon'ttouchhim,ipromise"heletgoof

meandsatonthebed"whatwashethinking,

howmuchofanidiotishe?Howcouldhebeso

careless?Couldn'theusearubber?"Hewas

actuallypanicking

"wellheishisfather'ssonnowisn'the"iletmy

tongueloosealittlehegaveadeathstare

"Youknowiloveyouright?"Inodded"Butwhat

youjustsaidissolow,likewaybelowthebelt"

"I'msorry"

"It'sfine,letmehelpyouwiththat"hesaid

takingover

WelandedinJohannesburgatdawnitwascold

andrainning,hetoldmetowaitforhimatthe



departure/arrivalloungeashewenttofetchhis

carfromtheparking.Inafewminuteswewere

silentlydrivinghomelostinthoughtsaboutthe

situationathandifelthisotherhandonmy

thighilookedupathimthenreturnedthefaint

smilehegaveme."Don'tworryiwon'tkillhim"i

chuckledlookingoutthewindow.Heparkedon

thedrivewayrightinfrontofourfrontdoorand

gotofficouldtellthathewasfrustratedand

Yondabetternotdoanythingtotriggerhisdad's

temper.Itookmyhandbagandgotoffandran

intothehouse,beforeievenknockedSegohad

alreadyopenedstillinherpyjamasshehugged

me.

"Imissedyousomuch"

"Imissedyoutobabybuti'mbacknow"she

tookmybagandledmeinsidetellingmeabout

everythingthat'sanything.MaSophiewas

makingbreakfastluckilynoeggsiexchanged

greetingswithher,wechattedalittleshewas

tellingaboutthegirl,Neothatshe'sintheother



room,hermomleftherbehinditseemedlike

shewaschasingherout.Iwasgettingcold

sinceiwaswearingasummerdresssoi

decidedtogochangeintosomethingwarmer.I

changedintomytracksuitthenworemyuggs

tokeepwarmthenwentovertoYonda'sroom

butturnedbackwheniheardhisfathergiving

himanearful,iwasn'tabouttolistentothatif

hewantstokillhissonthensobeit.Iwalked

downthestairs,icouldhearfamiliarvoicesbut

ithoughtmyearsweredeceivingme.

"Whatthehellareyoudoinginmyhouse?"I

askedasireachedthelaststep

"Myfriendpleaseforgiveme,iamreally.."icut

hershot

"Don'tcallmethatMilanidon'tyoudarecallme

that,youdon'tevenknowthemeaningofthat

wordyoutraitor!Nowiaskedyouaquestion

whatthehellaredoinginmyhouse?"Tears

werethreateninghereyes



"Melisizweaskedmetocomeover"replied

Lungawhowasobviouslyembarrassedbyhis

wife'sdoings

"Heaskedyouandnother,Iwantyououtofmy

houseMilani!"Isaidfoldingmyarmsinfrontof

mychest

"chomiplease..."

"NOWMILANI!"IbarkedthatsheflinchedLunga

handedherthecarkeysandshewalkedout

cryingbuthertearsdidnothingtomeiwasn't

movedbythem.Shechosetobemyenemy

thensheshouldliveuptoherchoice.
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"Hey,heyheycalmdown,please"hesaid

huggingmefrombehind,iwascalmijustdidn't

wantherinmyhousenormypresenceshewas

goingtomessmeup

"Iamcalm"iturnedaroundtofacehim"Thisis

whyididn'twanttocomeback,ididn'twantto



dealwithsuchnotinmycondition"

"Okayiunderstandnowi'msorry,let'ssortthis

outthenyougobackokay?Inoddedhepecked

mylipsthenforehead

"Forwhatit'sworthLilitha,idespiseherfor

doingthattoyou,youdidwhatanybetrayed

friendcould'vedone"commentedLungasitting

downonthecouchwithwhatlookslikelast

night'ssuper,don'tevenknowwhenhewent

outtogetit.inodded

"Letmeknowwhenthemother'shere"isaid

lookingoveratMelisizwe

"Aren'tyougoingtoeat?"

"Nope,i'mstillgoodfornow,ijustneedtorest

alittle"ipeckedhischeekthenwalkeduptomy

room IcoveredmyselfwithathrowSego

emergedfrommydoorandaskedtojoinmeso

wecuddledwithhertalkingthatieventuallyfell

asleep.



Iwokeuptoagrumblingstomachiwas

seriouslyhungrysoigotoffmybedthen

freshenedupthenwentdownstairstomake

myselfsomethingtoeat.Theguysareseated

onthecouchwithYondatalkingaboutGod

knowswhat,ipassbytothekitchenandi

couldn'tfindanythingilikeinthefridgebut

decideonmakingmyselfasandwich.Yonda

walksinwithNeotheyshylygreetme

"Youmessedupyouknowthat?Theynodded

simultaneously

"I'msorry"Yondawhispersstandingnexttome

ipouredmyselfaglassofjuiceandsatonthe

highchair

"Iwon'tlietoyou,youknowidon'trolllikethat,

i'mdisappointedinyoubothofyou...yourmain

focusshould'vebeenyourstudiesandnotsex"

theybothlookeddowninembarrassment"now

youmightmissthechanceofgoingto

universityorworseyoucouldfailyourmatric



becauseyou'restressedoutasitiswhilstyou

shouldbefocusingonyourfinalpreparationfor

yourexam"theyremainedsilentNeofiddling

withherhandsactuallytheywereshakingtheni

feltbadforscoldingthemwhenshe'sinastate

already.

"Howfarareyou?"IaskedlookingatNeowho

waswearingahoodie

"15weeks,Ma"sheansweredwithatrembling

voice

"Whatdidyourdadsay?"Iaskedlookingat

Yonda

"Thatishouldthankyouforprotectingme,

again"Melisizwethoughichosetokeepquiet

andfocusedonmymeal.Whilsttheymade

somethingtoeatafewminuteslaterthe

intercomrang,Yondaansweredcheckingthe

timeitwasalready12.Horrorwaswrittenon

hisfaceafterlettingthepersonin

"You'reAunt'shere"okayigotconfused



becauseithoughtweweretodealwiththe

mother.Anywaysiwenttotheloungeatsat

nexttoMelisizwewhokissedmyheadaswe

waited,Secondslateraladyprobablyinherlate

40'sifnot50'ssurfacedfromthedoorwith

Lungaleadingher,shesatdownlookingaround.

"Areyoutheparentsoftheboy"sheasked

lookingatusallshehadanattitudealready.Ma

Sophiecameinwithatraythathadteaand

biscuitsandplaceditonthecoffetablepouring

acupforeveryoneelseandwalkedoff

"YesMa,isthereaproblem?"RepliedMelisizwe

sittingup

"No,ijustthoughtyouwereolderanyways

who'swho?"Okay

"MelisizweJonathanthefather,mybrother

Yonda'suncleLungaJonathanandmywife

LilithaJonathan"shenoddedstillanalysingour

livingroomiwonderedwhatshewasthinking

about



"NokuzolaMbatha,MaShanduNeo'saunt...

nowbacktothematterathandyourson

damagedmyniece"shesaidaftersippingon

hertea

"WeareverymuchawareofthatMa'Shandu

andwearedeeplysorryforthat"apologized

Melisizwe

"Idon'twantyoursorries"shocking"butthiswill

happenyouaregoingtotakeherinshehasno

placeinmyhouse,sendherbacktoschoolhelp

herraiseherchildandohyouwillpaythe

damagesintomyaccount,youwilldorightby

mysister'schild.Yoursonruinedherfuture,he

impregnatedherandnowshehaslosther

scholarship,draggedourfamilynamethrough

themudnowihavenothingtoshowforafterall

myhardworkraisingherandforwhat?your

goodfornothingtrustfunddickhead"igasped

inshock,shehadanerve

"WithallduerespectMa'Shanducouldyoustop



withthefingerpointingthenamecalling,both

NeoandYondaareadultsandtheyarebothat

fault"isaidannoyedbythefactthatshewas

trashingourson.

"Youhavenoplaceinthismeetinggirlywee"

okayikeptmymouthshut

"Likeyouhavenoplaceinittoo,whereareher

uncles,herfather?Youwon'tinsultourchildin

hisownhome"DefendedMelisizwe

"Neohasonlyme,iraisedherandisaywhat

goesinherlifeanythingthatconcernsheri'm

thetogopersonsoyoudon'tgettotellmethat

it'snotmyplacetobehere,iwon'tbebulliedby

yourichpeople"

"Ma'Shandukhuzekanjalo,akusiyonaindlela

yokwenzaizintole,khulumaneynganekahle

ubatsheleukuthiunenkingakuphelenjelapho"

intervenedMaSophieididn'tevenknowthat

shewaslisteningbetteryetsittinginbecause

shewasseatedonachairthatwaspartofour



decobythestairsbehindus.Ma'Shandu

shiftedalittlelookingdownthenlookedour

way

"Ngiyaxolisa...I'madomesticworkeriwon'tbe

abletoraiseonemorechildandtakeNeoback

tothatexpensiveschoolofhers.Ascholarship

fromchurchwaspayingforheruntiltheytested

herandfoundoutthatsheispregnantsothey

droppedher.Iliveonabasicsalarywithseven

kidsdependingonit,twoofthemaremylate's

sisterschildrenNeoandhersiblingthenfive

aremine.Iwon'tbeabletoraiseanotherbaby,

babiesareexpensive.Youhavetounderstand

this,Neoistheeldestandshewasmyonly

hope,shewassupposedtobecomesomething

inthislifenotateenmom"tearswelledupin

hereyeswealllookedateachother,iwas

amazedbyhersuddenemotionalbreak

down."youhavetotakeherandyourgrandchild

in,helphermakesomethingofherselfplease"

"Ifwetakeherinwewillbecondoningwhat



theydid,wewillbeallowingthemtocohabit

underourownroof,doyouunderstandhow

messedupthatisnotjustculturallytheseare

justkidswecan'tdothattothem.Wewill

supportourgrandchildanditendsthere"Lunga

intervened

"Pleaseiambeggingyou,theplacewenowlive

inisn'tforraisinganewbornbabyiwantwhat's

bestforthebabyalreadyshe'sstrugglingwith

thesituationathome."Melisizweandilooked

ateachothersoijustagreednoddingto

Melisizwe,yesshemighthavegivenusan

attitudeorderedusaroundbutNeowas

carryingapartofourfamily.

"It'snotlikeyouhavegivenusachoice...and

howmuchdoyouwantfordamages?Be

reasonable?AskedanannoyedMelisizwe.A

smilecurvedonherlipswhichsheinstantly

triedtohide,suchagolddiggerithoughtto

myself.Shenamedherpricewhichshewas

forcedtobringitdownbecauseshewasjust



unreasonableandtheyagreedonR15000,

Melisizweinstantlytransfereditintoher

accountandmadehersignsomethingthat

lookedlikeacontractthatihadtodrawup

nothinghecticitjuststatedtheamountpaidfor

what.Melisizwedidn'ttrusthersodidiandi

wasgladwhenhesuggestedthecontract.

MelisizweandLungadroveherbackhome

sinceNeoaskedforsomeofherstuff,they

actuallyconfirmedthatshelivedinabackroom

shackinAlexanditwasn'tinagoodcondition.

Welaidafewgroundrulessowelivedinpeace,

likesleepingindifferentroomsrespectingour

homeandoneanother.

OnaMondaymorningafterMelisizwehadleft

withthekids,iwenttotakeaquickshower,i

hadtohandinmyresignation.Ilookedfor

somethingformaltowearandsettledforan

olivedress,nudeblazerandpumpheelwitha

matchingbag.Ifixedupmyweave,make-up,

putonmyaccessoriesandpuffedupmy



perfumebeforewalkingout.Idrovetomywork

placenervousaboutwhatiwasabouttodo,i

haveneverdreamtofbeingastayathome

mom,technicallyahousewifebutitwas

happeningiwasdoingitformyunbornbabies.

Incouldn'tbelievehowmarriageandhavingkids

couldjustchangeeverything,fromthewayyou

viewlifeanddecisionsyoumakethesacrifices

youmakesomeoutrageousbutworthit.I

parkedoutsideourbuildingandtookmystuff

withandgotoffaftertakingabreather,locked

mycarandwalkedin.

"Iftakingabreakfromworkgivesonesuch

glowthensurei'mtakingonerightnow"

commentedPasiasiwalkedclosertoherdesk

igiggled

"HeyPasihowareyou"igreeted

"Youlooksobeautiful,youbackforwork"i

shookmyhead

"Nope,i'mheretoseethebossishein?"



"Unfortunatelynope,onleave"

"Bleh,theotherboss?"

"She'sincourtthewholedaybutMrYokoisin"

"Sure,letmegettoitthen."Iknockedonhis

slightlyopeneddoorbeforewalkinginand

closingthedoorbehindmehelookedupanda

smileshotupfromhisface

"Lilitha,Hi"hesaidcomingovertomysideand

gavemeahug."Andsoyoudisappearedon

me"ipulledawayfromthehugandsatdown

whilstheleanedonhisdeskfacingme

"Yeaineededtoclearmyheadalittle"

"Itshowsyoulookbeautiful"

"Thankyou,andthankyouforbeingafriend

whenineededoneireallyappreciateit"

"Nosweat,soyouback?"

"Nopeactuallyicamebacktohandthebosses

thisbuttheynothere"isaidhandinghiman



envelopewhichheimmediatelyopenedand

startedreading

"whyareyoudoingthis?"Heaskedraisinga

brow

"forhealthreasons"ireplied

"Areyousureithasnothingtodowithyou

know"

"Withwhat?"

"Marriagenotdoingyougoodandstuff"i

chuckledandshookmyheaddidn'theknow

thatcouplesfightandmakeup

"Areyousureaboutthis,imeanthisisacareer

suicideyouwerecomingoutsogreat,nopun

intended"ichuckledatthethoughtoffrom

beingprofessionaltosexual.Ishookmyhead

again

"Nothingwecan'tdotoconvinceyou

otherwise?"Heplacedtheletteronhisdesk

andheldmyhandwhichfeltreally



uncomfortablesoipulleditaway

"No,actuallywearemovingtotheCapebutthe

realreasonsforthataremyhealthissues"he

lookedatmedisappointed

"Nothingdreadfulihope"ishookmyhead

"Areyouevergoingtotellmewhatyour

husbanddidthatmadeyoucry?"Ichuckled

again

"Youdoknowthatmarriedpeoplefightallthe

timeright"

"Butthere'salwayssomeonewhocantreatyou

better,loveyoubetterandsexyoubetter,you

knowthatright?"Ilookedhimandhopedthat

hewasn'ttalkingabouthimself

"Nomatterwhathadhappenedbetweenmy

husbandandi,iwouldn'ttradehimforanything

noranyone,ilovehimhelovesmeandmakes

mehappy.Yeswefightbuthisstillmy

husband"



"Justmakingsureyouaren'tsettlingforless

thanwhatyouactuallydeserve...sonochance

ofyoubeingwithsomeoneelse"ishookmy

headandstoodupgettingreadytoleavehe

heldmyhead"sowhatdoidowiththefeelings

ihaveforyou"myeyespoppedoutquickly

removingmyhandfromhis"it'sactuallymore

thanfeelings,iloveyouLilitha,lovedyoufrom

backinthedaywheniworkedonyourcase

withyoursister,istilldoandseeingyou

unhappylikethatbrokemyheartallineedisa

chancetomakeyouhappy"

"I'mamarriedwomanSihlei..."hecutmeshort

"Don'tgivemethatLilitha,youandishareda

momentbeforeyouleftiknowyoufeltittoo"

"WhatwereyouexpectingSihle,foran

emotionalwreckofawomantohaveclear

thoughts?Iwasvulnerableandyouhadtobea

perfectguybeforemeitwasboundtobelike

that.Thatwasmelongingformyhusband's



affectionunfortunatelyhewasn'tthere.That

wasmisdirectedokay,forgetiteverhappened"

"Soyoufeelnothingforme?

"Ifeelnothingforyou,likeisaidilovemy

husband...goodbye"iwalkedtothedoor

leavingdisappointedandprobablyhurt

"Wishikissedyouwhenihadthechance"

"GoodbyeSihle"iopenedthedoorthenwalked

out.
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THANKYOUThatoRRamaokaFORthedata

Icouldn'tbelieveSihle,howcouldhehitonme

knowingverywellthatiammarriedgoesto

showthathedoesn'trespectme,notevena

little.Iwalkedtomyofficeorusedtobeoffice

togetmystuffbeforeileave.Ipassedbythe

storeroomtogetafreeboxformystuff,i

packedeverythinginthere,mybooksPhoto

frames,myofficecupyounameit.Istruggled



pickinguptheboxsoicalledsecuritytohelp

mewithit.Isaidmygoodbyestoafewpeople

thatibumpedintoandPasi.Igotinsidemycar

anddrovehome,whilstonthewayacallcame

throughthebluetoothianswereditwasmygay

estateagent.

"MrsJ"hesaidinhischeerfulhighsqueaky

voice

"Pleasetellmeyouhavegreatnewsforme

Jerome"

"Youknowme,ihaveonlythebest"

"I'mlistening"

"Foundtheperfecthomeforyouguysasper

yourexpectationsanewbuilding,beautiful

lawnperfectviewofthetablemountain,when

canyouviewit?

"I'moutoftownrightnow,certainlydon'tknow

when"

"Wecouldmakeaplan,i'lldoanonlinelive



viewingforyou"

"Isthatreallypossible?"

"I'llsendyouthedetailslateron,later"andjust

likethathehungup.Iparkedoutsideourhome

andwentinsidewithmyhandbagimade

myselfsomethingtoeat.

LateronMelisizweandiviewedthehouse

onlineandimustsayifellinlovewithit

instantly,iwascrazyaboutit,dreamhouseto

beprecise.Wemadeanofferafterviewingthe

wholehouse.Wedecideditwastimetolet

everyoneknowaboutourmovingplans,sowe

gatheredinthelivingroomafterdinner.

"LilithaandIdecidedtoleaveJohannesburgfor

CapeTown"ilookedateveryonetheyseemedi

don'tknowoffishabouttheidea."Shewillfly

backinafewdaysthenyouguyswilljoinher

afteryourexam."Theyjustglaredatuslikewe

weresomewhatsickbuthecontinued"Mai

knowit'salottoaskbutwewouldreally



appreciateitforyoutomovewithusbutwewill

understandifyoudecideotherwise"hekept

quietandwaitedoneveryone

"Iwouldlovetomychildbutoldageisgetting

thebetterofmeit'stimetorestnow,ihave

beenplanningonresigningandihavesomeone

whocanreplaceme,mysister'sdaughter

Nokwanda,don'tworrysheisalmostlikeme

youcantrusther"bothMelisizweandilooked

ateachothersurprised,sheneverevenhinted

thatshewasleavingus.

"JustlikethatMa?"Iaskeddisappointed,hurt

thatshewasleavingbutshewasgettingolderi

guesssheneededtorest.

"Iwantedtoinformyouearlierbuticouldn't

witheverythingthathasbeengoingon"i

nodded

"weunderstandmawewilltalkbeforeileave"

shegavemeafaintsmile

"CapeTownasintablemountainCitywiththe



oceanandRobinislandCapetown?"Asked

Segoplayingwithherhandsigiggledlookingat

hercutenessthenwonderedwhathappenedto

hermom.

"Iheardthatwewillbeabletoseethemountain

rightfromourlivingroom"isaid

"That'sawesome,can'twait"

"Yonda?"Calledouthisdad

"i'llmoveonlyifigetthemainbedroomwithan

awesomeview"wechuckled

"Dreamonbud"saidMelisizwewelaughed

"Sowhatdoesthenewhouselooklike?"He

askedgettinginbetweenhisdadandiwhichof

courseturnedintoacushionfightbetweenthe

twoofthem.

"Yondagogetmylaptop"isaidstoppingtheir

foolishness.Aminutelaterhewasback,we

showedthempicturesofthenewhouse.

Followingdayistartedpackingmystuff



togetherwithMelisizwe'swithMaSophie'shelp

ofcourse

"Congratulations"shesaidafterclosingabox

fullofmyshoes

"Ma?"Ihadforgottenaboutmyslowlygrowing

bump

"Onyourpregnancyyoudeservetobehappy"i

smiledandhuggedher

"ThankyouMa"wecontinuedwiththepacking

someofthestuffiwasgoingtosellthenthen

givesometoher.Anywaysbymiddayiwas

tiredandhungryforthehundredtimeandihad

topickupSegobecausesheaskedmeto.So

MaSophieandileftwehadlunchatSpurjust

talkingaboutherretirement,herkidssupported

herfinanciallyandshewasalsogettingher

pensionfundfromthegovernment.She

thankedmefortreatingherwithsomuch

respectovertheyearsandmakingherfeellike

shewaspartofthefamily.Afterhavingour



lunchwedrovetoSego'sschoolthenMc

Donald'sdrivethroughforherandthekidsand

ofcourseme.Wedrovehomejustchatting

meetingMelisizwebytheentranceheletme

driveinthenfollowed.weallgotoutandmade

ourwaytothefrontdoorwithhishandhooked

inmine.Thedoorwasn'tlockedsowebudged

in.

"WHATTHEFUCKISGOINGONINHERE?"

ExclaimedMelisizweIquicklyclosedSego's

eyesasYondaandNeowerebusyshaggingon

ourcouch,howdisgusting?Ifelttheurgeto

vomitasthesexsmellfilledmynostrilseven

moredisgustingthepositionwefoundthemin,

iquicklyrantooneofthebathrooms

downstairstopuke,beforeicoulddisappear

downthepassageiheardMelisizwegivinga

hotslap."Howdareyou?haveyougotno

respectforus,isn'titenoughthatyou

impregnatedher"hewasyellingobviously

hittinghimbecauseofthebangingandYonda



constantlyaskingforforgiveness.
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Istoodupandflushedthenrinsedmymouth

washingmyfacealso.Iwalkedoutpassingby

theloungeMelisizwestillatit,Neowasjust

standingtherecryingshewasfullydressed,Ma

SophieandSegoweren'taroundanymore.I

walkedupstairstoavoidseeingthemtheywere

actuallymakingmedizzy.Iclosedmydoorand

laidonmybedthankheavensforthesound

proofbecauseitwassilent.Yondahadasked

forthebeating,iwasn'tgoingtointervenethis

timearound,ifhisdadbeatshimtoapulpso

beitandifhehatesmeforitdobeit,hewas

disrespectfulalreadyhewaswalkingonthinice

nowhemadethingsworseafterihadtriedto

maintainthesituation.Ifeltthebeddeepening

that'swheninoticedthatihadfallenasleepi

openedmyeyestobemetbyMelisizwe'she

smiledatmeismiledbackwipingmyfacewith

myhandsnoticingthatthelightswereon.



"Whattimeisit?"Iaskedyawning

"After9"islowlyproppedhimselfinbetweenmy

legsrolledupmyt-shirtandrestedhisheadon

mytummy

"Ihopemysonisn'tdead"

"Unfortunately"ichuckled"itookhimtoLunga's

househewillstaywiththemuntilwemovethen

we'llsortoutourlivingsituationthatside"i

nodded"andimustsayhowproudiamofyou"

"Proud?Whatdidido?"Iaskedconfused

"Ofwhatyoudidn'tdo,forlettingmediscipline

thebratofthehouselikeihadinitiallyplanned

tobeforeyoustoppedme"

"Heaskedforit,nowmoveineedtopee"

"Noholditin,i'mbondingwithmybabies"

"Melisizwei'mgoingtopeemyself"helaughed

holdingmedownbeforelettingmego

"Moron"isaidwalkingintoth3bathroomhe



laughed.

"Wantmetogetyouyoursupper?"Heslightly

yelled

"Yesplease"iyelledbackdoingmybusiness.I

wipedmyselfthenflushedandchangedintomy

pyjamasandwalkedtomybed.Momentslater

hecameinwithatrayandplaceditonmylapI

atemysupperwithhimwatchingmewhichwas

creepy.

"Stopstaring"isaidafterswallowing

"Istillcan'tgetoveryourbeauty"iblushedhe

chuckled"ihopemybabygirlslooklikeyou"

"Whosaidtheyweregirls?"Hechuckled

"I'mhopingtheyareimeanidon'twantanother

messedupminimewithYondayoucantellthat

heismysonandi'mnottalkingabout

resemblancebutthewayheiswithwomen"i

laughedheglaredatme

"What?"



"Youfindthisfunny?"

"Howcaninot?Youjustadmittedtomy

statement"heishisfather'sson""hechuckled

takingawaytraysinceiwasdoneeating.He

workedonmylipswithhismakingmestraddle

himicoulfeeljnrgrowingbeneathmypalace.I

pulledaway"idon'twannahavesexwithyou,

notafterseeingteenagersgettingon"

"You'resuchabonerkilleryouknow"hesaid

annoyedigiggled

"Iloveyou"isaidinbetweenmygiggleshe

removedmefromhimandlaidmeonmyside

facinghim,hisarmscirclingmywaist,his

handsonmybootyoneofhisleginbetween

mine

"Andiloveyouarouserandbonerkiller"i

giggledplayingwithhisbeard.

Afewdaysiwasstillaroundafterdoingan

onlineauctionsellingsomeofourstuffthatwe

weren'ttakingalong.Segohadn'tstartedwith



herexamsbutherbrotherandhisgirlfriendhad

started.I'dseehimwheni'mdroppingNeooff

atschool,hewasn'tmadatmeasifiguredhe

would,iwashisstepmomandthatwasreason

enoughforhimtobemadbuthewasn'tinstead

remorseful,heapologizedactuallybothofthem.

IgavethembothanearfulespeciallyNeo.

Anyways,Segohadaskedustotakehertothe

icerinkinNorthgateshoppingcenterwithher

friends.Wereachedtheicerinkanditwas

packed.Afterspendingtheafternoontherewe

hadlatelunchatspurwiththeotherparents

andtheirkids.Wepaidandwalkedoutwith

Segoabusingherdad,shewasinhisarms.We

weren'tpayingattentiontoanythingwalking

towardstheentrancewithSegomovingfrom

herdad'sarmstominebutMelisizweand

sharedherweighti'dholdherupperbodythe

Melisizwethelowerorviceversamakingherlie

onhersidelikeshewasinbed.Shecouldn't

stoplaughingwereachedtheparkinglot



playingaroundwithherdamnshewasheavy.

BAAM!BAAM!Twogunshotsfiredinour

directionmyeyescompletelyshutiopened

themupwheniheardafemalevoicescream

andthereshewaswithaguninherhands,

KaraboilookedaroundforMelisizweandSego,

myeyeslandedonbloodgushingout,i

screamednoticingwhogotshot.
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IkneelednexttoherwithMelisizwealreadyon

thephonecallinganambulance,bloodwas

gushingoutofherrightsideonthechest.She

lookedlifelessbutshewasstillbreathingher

eyesoccassionallyopeningandclosingcalling

outformeinpainandinalowervoicetears

streamingdownfromhereyestothesidesof

herface.

"Segobabydon'ttalkokay,mommylovesyou

youwillbefinejustbreath"isaidtryingtocalm

herdowntryingtostopherfrombleedingeven



thoughiwasclueless

"OhmyGodLesegoiamsorry..."icuthershort

shewaskneelingnexttousshewasalsoin

tearsshaking

"Moveawayfromherjustgokarabo"ihatedher

ididn'twanthernexttohereventhoughiknew

shecouldhelpherbuticouldn'tijustdidn't

wanthernearLesegonotafterthis.

"Letmehelpherplease"shewaspressinghard

onherwoundicouldn'tbelieveherhowcould

she.

"Karabomoveawayjustletgoofmydaughter"

yelledMelisizwe.Alreadytherewerepeople

aroundus

"I'madoctorSizweletmehelpherpleasethis

wasn'tsupposedtobeherpleaseletmehelp

mydaughter"

"Noyou'reamurderKarabo,moveawayfrom

ourdaughter"heyelledagaindraggingheraway



fromSegoarguingididwhatshedidpressing

hardonthewoundblockingtheblood.

"Sizwepleasei'mbeggingyouineedtohelpher

she'slosingherlife"

"That'swhatyouwantedright?Justleaveus

aloneiswearyou'regoingtopayforthis"

"Payforwhat,thisisallyourfaulthadn'tyou

forcedmetosignthosedamncustodypapers,

givingmychildtohermylifetoheriwe

wouldn'tbehere"iwassuprisedbythecustody

stuffbutipaidnomindtoitorthemijust

focusedonmydaughter

"Areyouseriousrightnow?Don'tblamemefor

yourmadnessjustleaveusalone"they

continuedsquabblingijustdidn'tcare.

Soonthepoliceandtheambulancearrivedthey

movedmetothesideandattendedtoher.I

keptprayingthatnothinghappenstoherthat

shewillpullthrough,Melisizwewastalkingto

thecopsandtheycuffedKarabowhokept



apologizingtellingeveryonethatitwasn't

supposedtobelikethis.TheyputSegointothe

ambulanceshealreadyhadanoxygenmusk

anddrip.Werushedtothecarandfollowed

afterthemwithMelisizwegettingfrustrated

callinghisbrother.Iwasfrustratedtooi

couldn'tbelievethatshewantedmetodiein

frontofherchildthatsheshotherchildall

becauseofaman.Wereachedthehospitaland

theytookherawayLungawentinwithher.I

keptpacingupanddownjustprayinguntil

Melisizwetookmeintohisarms,ijustwailed

"howcouldshedothistoher,howcruelisshe,

she'sjustachildshecan'tdie"icriedstill

buriedinhischest

"BabycalmdownSego'sgoingtofine"hesaid

strokingmyback

"Youdon'tknowthat,youdon'tknowthatthere

wassomuchbloodjustsomuchbloodifailed

hericouldn'tprotectherlikeialwayspromised

heriwouldi'mabadmotherhowicouldinot



seethatshewasaroundhowcouldinotsense

thatsomethingbadwasgoingtohappenwhat

doesthatmakeme,ifailedherifailedour

daughterthisisallmyfault"iwaspanicking

gettinghysterical.Herwellbeingwaspriorityto

mewasshegoingtopullthroughitfeltlikemy

fault.

"Babypleaseineedyoutocalmdownokayyou

neverfailedSegoyoulovedherwhenthatwitch

couldn'tyoucouldn'thaveforeseenthisokay"i

shookmyheadstillburiedintohischest"okay

butineedtoyoutocalmdownokay,forthe

safetyofSego'ssiblingsforthesakeofour

babiesjusttrytocalm..."iscreamedbeforehe

couldfinishthatsentenceasifeltasharppain

onmyabdominal

"babywhat'swrong?"Iscreamedagainasifelt

anotheronehethenyelledoutforhelpsoon

theytookmeinMelisizweexplainingtothem

mycondition,layingdownonthebedtryingto

calmdownbutthepainwasgettingworseby



thesecond,oneofthedoctorsididn'teven

knowhiminjectedme.Thepainsubsidesina

second,isuddenlyfeltnumbslowlybecoming

unconscious.
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Iwokeuptoabeepingsoundnexttomemusk

oncoveringmynoseandmouthinacomplete

differentplace,differentfromMorningside

hospitalthewallsandeverythingelseilooked

aroundMelisizwewassleepinguncomfortably

onthechairnexttomybed.Ithenrecalledwhat

hadhappenedbeforefallingasleep,myhand

automaticallylandedonmytummy,itwasstill

there.Iremovedmymuskandcalledoutfor

him.

"Babe,babeMelisizwe?"Butnothingsucha

heavysleeper,itriedtoreachhishandthatwas

onthebedheimmediatelywokeup.

"Heyyou'reawake,howareyoufeeling?"He

askedwipinghisfacewithhishands



"HowisSego?Andmybabies?"

"Theyremovedthebullets,she'sgoingtofine

shewokeuplastnightaskedforyoubutshe's

stillweak"inodded

"Mybabies?

"Theyhadtoinducecomatonumbanypainof

coursetopreventamiscarriagesothey'refine

fornownexttimewewon'tbeaslucky,you

needtostopstressingokay?"Inodded

squeezinghishand

"ipromise"hekissedmyhand"canigoseeher"

"I'llarrangeit"

"Thanks...whatdayisit?"Iaskedreally

confused

"Wednesday,awayfromJoburg"nowitmade

senseifeltlikeiwasfacingtheothersideof

theroom

"Wherearewe?"



"CapeTown,mom'sherealsoyours,they're

withSego"

"wellnotanymore"saidmymomwalkingini

smiledihadn'tseenherinawhile"Whatisit

withyouandeveryoneelsewantingtokillyou?"

Sheaskedtryingtohugme

"BathinguPhunyukabemphethe"teasedmy

mominlawwelaughedalsotryingtogivemea

hug

"Lungathough"shelaughed

"howareyoufeeling?Askedmymom

"I'mokaymom,howareyou?Whendidyouget

here?"

"Justbegladwehere....andcongratulationson

this"repliedmymominlawbrushingmy

tummyigiggled"soyoudon'tsaynowhuh?

Eitherwaysi'mhappyforyoucan'twaittosee

thelookonthosebloodytraitorsyoucallin

lawswhentheyhearaboutthisiamsogoingto



gloat"shesaidsittingdown

"Madon't,wedecidedtokeepquietaboutit

untilshegivesbirthsopleasedon't"

"Butyouhavetotellthemsotheycanstopthis

nonsenseaboutasecondwife"shereplied

"Noletthembe,butonethingiknowforsureis

thati'mnotgoingbackhomeanytimesoonand

whoeversheiswon'tbemywife.Ineedto

humiliatethemwithwhoeverthey'renegotiating

with"explainedMelisizwe

"Okay,iwon'tsayawordbutpleasebesureto

letthemknowinmypresencesoicanlaugh

louderthanieverlaughedisweari'llbethelast

tolaugh"welaughedthiswomanthough.

Staceywalkedinwithanursefollowingher

pushingamonitor.

"thisisniceandcosybuti'dliketocheckout

mypatientorratherpatients"igiggledasthe

parentsbidmegoodbyewakingout



"Soyoumissedanappointmentthencome

backinaninducedcoma?"

"I'msorryhadstufftodo"

"Butitoldyoutotakeiteasy,ihopeyouaren't

planningonflyingbacktoJohannesburg"she

switchedoffthemachinesandremovedmy

drip

"NotachanceStacey"repliedMelisizwesmiling

atmelikehedidn'tbegmetogoback

"Goodthen"shestartedcheckingoutmyBP

andeverythingelsethenshedidascanagaini

washappymykidswereokay,heartbeatstrong

everythinginplace.Againshescoldedmefor

beingrecklessadvisingzerostress.

"Iwon'tbedischargingyouanytimesoon,ineed

youheresoicankeepaneyeonyou"ihuffed

disappointed"youbroughtthistoyourselfso

enjoyyourtimehere,youshouldacceptthatit's

yoursecondhome"ichuckled



"Canigoseemydaughternow?"

"Yesyoucanshe'ssoprettybytheway"she

thenlookedtheotherway"pleasegethera

wheelchair"thenursewalkedout

AftersheleftMelisizwehelpmesitonthe

wheelchairandwheeledmetoSego'sroom,i

couldtellshewasawakemachinestubes

connectedonheritookherhandintomineshe

turnedherheadlookingmyway

"Heybaby"shegavemeafaintsmile"howare

youfeeling"iaskedremovinghermuskalittle

"It'ssore,i'minpainmommy"tearswelledupin

myeyes

"Yougoingtobefinebabyjusthanginthere

okay"shenoddediputhermuskbackonbut

sheusedtheotherhandtoremoveit

"Daddysaidyouweresick,howareyou"ismiled

"I'mfinenow,webothgoingtobefineokay,

nowi'mgoingtogetyourdoctortogiveyou



somethingforthepain"shenoddedputting

backhermuskon.Thenursesgaveher

somethingforthepainsothemedsmadeher

drowsythatshefellasleep.Melisizweandi

wentbacktomyroomAmandaandDannywere

intherekissingiclearedmythroattheygiggled.

"Heysis,Jeromesaidimustgiveyouthese"

shehandedmeanenvelope"howareyou

feeling?Yourmotherinlawissomuchfunby

theway"igiggledthinkingaboutthestuffshe

mustbesaying.Theenvelophadhouse

documentsthatwehadtosigninordertogetit

transferedtoournames.Wereaditafterour

visitorshadleftandsignedwithMelisizwe

makingpaymentonline.

"SoarewetakingupMaSophieonheroffer?"

Heasked

"Nope,idon'tthinkso"

"Whynot?"

"Becauseidon'twantsomeoneyoungerinmy



houseshemightcauseproblemsforus,ineed

someonematured,oldereven"

"Buti'vegotmyeyesonlyonyou,youknow

that"

'Didn'tmeanitlikethateitherwaysshemight

havehereyesonyouandyoumightbeblindto

seeitandfallintoatrap"hechuckled

"Blind?"

"Yea,likeveryblindlikeblindenoughnottosee

thatjunoiraccountantwantedtoripyour

clothesoff"

"Juniorwait,Nomsa?"

"Ohboysheundressedyouwithhereyes,she

lookedatyoulikeyou'reapieceofmeat"he

chuckled

"Everheardofhyberbole?Igiggledashe

nearedmekissingme
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“Mylowerbackiskillingme”Isaidashedrove

intoourneighbourhood,thestreetswerequiet,

itwasalreadyafter11pmwewereonourway

backfromoneofhisworkfunctionshis

transferapplicationwasasuccesstheonly

thingthatkepthiminJohannesburgwashis

propertybusiness,hewouldflydownthere

everynowandagainjusttocheckuponthings.

Wehadrentedoutouroldhouse,yes

unreasonablepeopleinJohannesburgrent

homesforahugeamountofmoneywhich

beatsmeastowhynotbuyahouseusingthe

rentfeeeitherwaysweweremakingmoney,

Melisizwe’sidea.

AnywaysIwas7monthspregnant,likeheavily

pregnantIlookedlikeIwasreadytogivebirth

butno,Istillhada2monthsbeforethat.Iwas

soexcitedwehadeverythingreadyformy

babies’arrival,Imeanclothesandeverything

elseeventheirnurserywhichAmandahelpedin

decoratingitwihneutralcoloursofcourse



askingformyapprovalofeverythingshesaidit

washergifttomepaidforit.Iatealotnormally

hadmyfirstmealofthedayat4amandmylast

at12midnight,cravedalotbuttriedtoeat

healthyatalltimes,avoidedstressactuallymy

lifewasstresslessnow.Ihadafewheartburn

episodesbutalwaysavoidedeatingstuffthat

willtriggerit.Iwasforevertiredandlazy,the

quadswereheavydrainingeverybitofenergyin

meandontopofthatIhadtoexercise,Iwould

takelongwalksinthemorningwithMelisizwe

beforehewenttoworkandsometimesinthe

afternoon.Ihadmycheckup’snoweverytwo

weekssinceStaceypresumedthatIwasoffthe

highriskcriteriabutstill.

Segowasfinenotreallyhernormalbubbly

happyself,shehadoffishdayswhereshe

wouldjustsnapateveryoneandcriedalot.

Thatgotmeworried,shewouldn’ttalktomeor

anyoneelseforthatmattersowehadtotake

herfortherapywhichwashelpfulapparentlyit



wasPTS.Shewasalsorepeatingagrade

becauseshecouldn’tgowriteherfinalexams

becauseshewasstillinhospitalandwasn’t

gettinganybettershehadaninfectionright

beforetheycoulddischargehersoitwasback

tosquareone.Shespentsomethingcloseto

eightweeksinhospital,gettingdifferent

treatmentshewasonandoffbuteventually

healed.

Yondalivedoncampus,UCTtoavoidhisraging

hormonesandNeolivedwithusbutinthe

cottagesoshecouldhaveherspaceandshe

hadgivenbirthtoababygirlMivuyo,also

studyingatUCT.Thecottagehadthree

bedroomssoNomzamousedtheotherroom

andtheotherroomwasMivuyo’snursey.And

yeswehadhiredZamoonlybecauseshewas

alsoolderthanus,inher40totalsweetheart

likeheraunt.AnywaysYondahadaroom

insideourhouse,weactuallydidn’tliketheidea

ofthemlivingtogetherlikehusbandandwifein



ourownhome,andwefeltlikeitwastoomuch

thatiswhyweseparatedthembutweknew

Yondawasn’tonetolivebyourrules,either

wayswetried.

“Itmustbethoseneedleshoesyou’rewearing”I

chuckled,Iwaswearingasharppencilheel,

that’swhyhecomparedthemwithaneedleand

theywerereallyhigh.

“Shoesandback?Couldn’tyoublameyour

semeninsideofme?”helaughedfocusingon

theroad

“Somybabiesaresemennow”Igiggledtaking

outmyphonefrommybagandsurprisinglyit

wasoff.

“Whyismyphoneoff?”Iaskedlookingathim

switchingiton

“Idon’tknowmaybeyouswitcheditoffor

something”itthennotifiedmebatterylow,I

completelyforgottochargeit.



“Argmypregnantbrain,Iswearyourbabieswill

betheendofme”hechuckledshakinghishead

“Youmeanmysemenright?”Ilaughedwe

madeourwayintoouryardsurprisinglythe

lightswerestillonanditwaswaypastSego’s

bedtimeactuallyeveryone’sbedtime,onthe

drivewaytherewasametallictrailblazerfrom

Chevrolet,Ihadnoideawhosecarwasitand

Lunga'sRangRover

“Whosecaristhis?”Iaskedlookingatmynow

frustratedhusband

“Dad’scar”Isighed,Iwasneverreadytosee

him,notafterwhathedid.

“Maybeweshouldbookourselvesintoahotel”

hesaidreversingthecar

“No,I’mtiredIwanttohaveagoodnight’ssleep

inmyownbed”hestopped

“Areyousure?ImeanIdon’twantanythingthat

willgetyouupset”



“EitherwaysIwillstressevenifwechoosenot

tospendthenighthereso”henoddedbefore

drivingforwardandpullingupbythefrontdoor.

HegotoffasIgatheredmystuffbeforehe

cametomyside,heopenedupformeandtook

myhandtohishelpingmetogetoutofthecar.

Westoodbythedoorwithhishandsrestedon

mybumpandhisbabieskickinglikecrazy

whilstkissingme,morelikereassuringmeof

hisloveandeverythingelseipulledaway

lookingathimdeepinhisgorgeouseyeshe

peckedthespaceinbetweenmyeyesthemy

lips.Iremovedhishandsonmybumpbecause

ihadturnedintoasoccerfieldandhechuckled

normallyIlethimbebutIwascuriousabouthis

dad’svisit.Hepeckedmyforehead"Iloveyou

okay"inoddedpeckinghislips

“Promisemewhateverhappensintherethat

youwon’tstress,actuallythatyouwon’treact”I

justglaredathimhewascrazyaskingmenot

toreact.Iwalkedawayasheclosedthecarand



lockeditwalkingbehindme.Thedooropened

beforeIwecouldunlockitandtherewasmy

mominlaw,myfavouritepersonfromthe

Jonathanfamily.Sheopenedherarmstomeso

Ifellintoherembrace,youknowhowawkward

huggingapregnantpersonis,yeathathug.And

shewhisperedinmyear“it’stime”Ihadnoidea

whatshemeant,mybrainwasreallypregnant

reallyslowandsometimesconfused.

“Ohmybabyyoulooksobeautiful,howare

grannieslittlerascalstreatingyouinhere”she

saidnowbrushingmybumpwithherloudself

“SuckingalltheenergyinmebutI’mlovingthis,

theirkickseverythinginthismoment”Iwas

nowrestingmyhandovermybumpjustbelow

mybreastswithasmileonmyfacestillbythe

door.

“Hellomamawhyarehere?”heaskedhugging

her

“Icametogetreadyforthearrivalofgrandkids,



don’tknowabouttheothers”MelisizweandI

lookedateachotherhethenwentinside

leavingusbythedoor.

“ButI’monlyduein2monthsMa”

“Don’tbesosureaboutthat,itookleaveunpaid,

leaveactuallyconsideringresigning”she

closedthedoorbehindmebeforehookingher

armintomine“Ilikeyourdress,I’msureyourin

lawswillbeimpressed”shewinkedatmeI

giggled.Iwasinawhiteshortbodyhugging

dress,notreallyshortbutwaytoosexyfora

pregnantpersonbutmyhusbandloveditsodid

I.Itperfectlyshowedmybumpthenworeitwith

anudestylishsummercoatwithamatching

bagandgoldpencilheelwithmyafrostyledup

nicelythenmakeup.

Anywayswefurtherwalkedineveryone’sjaw

droppedwellbesidesmyhusbandaladyseated

nexttooneofMelisizwe’sauntswhosehead

washanginglowlikebowingdown,thewaya



newbridebehaves.Iguessmymominlawsaid

nothingaboutthepregnancybecausetheireyes

werefocusedonmybump.Ilookedaroundmy

fatherinlawwaswithhertwosisters,andhis

brotherwiththegirlandthedevilsuitable

companionMilani.Igreetedstillstandingby

Nobantuwhohadtheworld’sbiggestsmirkon

herfacethatgavemesomesortofcourage

becauseIgreetedthemwithsomuchrespect

allofthemwerestammeringwhilstresponding

tomebutIcouldn’tgetmyeyesoffthegirlthen

itallcamebacktomewhatmymominsaid

whenshehuggedme,she’sthegirl,she’sthe

onewhoissupposedtobemysisterwifeshe’s

actuallyMelisizwe’ssecondwife.Ilooked

acrosstheroomtofindMelisizwe’seyesonme

hewasstandingnexttoLunga,heseem

frustratedworriedscaredevenIdon’tknowbut

everyoneelsewassilent,likeawkwardlyIthen

lookedatthegirlwhonowhadherheadlifted

up,shewasbeautiful.Darkskinnedbutreally



beautiful,shelookedyoungerthanmeprobably

myagewhenIgotmarriedIdon’tknowwhatI

wasfeelingatthatmomentnumbmaybe,what

broughtmebacktoearthwasaliquidrunning

throughmylegsJustlikethatmywaterbroke.

“Ma,I’mabouttogivebirthandit’stoosoon”I

saidwhisperingshelookedatmelikeIwas

crazyprobablybecauseIwasn’tfeelingany

painorlookedlikeIwasinlabour.

“MywaterjustbrokeMa”Istillwhisperedby

thenMelisizwewasbymyside

“Ihopeyouhaveababybagready”saidmy

mominlawpanicking

“It’sinthecar”repliedMelisizwe

“ImeantwhatIsaid,Iamnottakingasecond

wifebutnowIhavetogetyoutothehospital”

hesaidscoopingmeupandkissingmycheek

“It’stoosoonbabe,Ican’tgivebirthrightnow”

myvoiceseemedtohavefadedawaybecauseI



wasstillwhispering.Hewaswalkingtothedoor

withme,allhecaredaboutwasthesecondwife

thingwhichwastheleastofmyworriesmy

babieswerepriority.Heputmeatthebackof

thecar,hismomgotinsidenexttomeLunga

rushedinandtookthefrontseat.OnlythenI

startedfeelingpainwhenhestarteddriving,he

calledStacey.Lungakeptaskingmequestions

aboutmycontractionswhichIbelievedwere

stillmild.Asweweredrivingnearertothe

hospitaltheyweregettingstrongerthatI

couldn’tholdbackthescreams.Whenwe

reachedthehospitalIwasinsomuchpain

moreespeciallymylowerbackandabdominal,

StaceywasalreadywaitingforusinERthey

rushedmeinshecheckedmyPB,naturalbirth

wasoutofthequestionsotheyhadtoperform

anemergencyC-sectioninordertosavemylife

andmybabies’.Shesedatedme,Icouldhear

peoplemovingaroundandtalkinguntilitwas

lightsoutonme.
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Iwokeupfeelingallnumb,withaclearhead,I

couldn’tmakeoutanythingastowhereIwasor

whyIwasthereactuallythatwasforafew

secondsafterwakingupIwasalone.Itried

sittinguponlytohurtmyabdominalIalmost

criedIwantedtoknowwheremybabieswere,

weretheyfine,Iwantedtoseethemmeetthem.

Islowlysatupthenslowlygotoffthebedtrying

nottohurtmyselfandworemymorningshoes

thatwereneatlyplacednexttomybedjustthen

Melisizwecameinhewasstillinhissuitbutnot

asneatashewasthepreviousnightIcouldtell

thatourchildrenwereokayfromthewayhe

was,smilinghelookedhappyevenhiswalkwas

ahappywalk.

“Morningmommy”hesaidpeckingmylips

deepeningthekissIpulledawayandsmiled

“Theyarefineright?”Iaskedlookingupathim



hewastrulyhappythataloneconfirmeditfor

meanditmademyheartsmile

“Tinybutmorethanfinemynunuberry,letme

helpyousoyoucanmeetthem”hesaid

pushingawheelchairthatwasintheroomto

whereIwasstanding.Hehelpedmesit,my

lowerbodyhurtslikenobody’sbusiness“Are

youokay?”heaskedpushingmeoutInodded

“Iwillbe,aftermeetingmybabies”hechuckled

“Momwon’tletthemoutofhersight”Ismiled

“IdoubtIwilltoo”wegotintothenurseryandI

sawmymotherinlawseatedonthelastrow

nexttotheincubatorswereachedthemthey

weresotinyintheirdiapersalone,sleepingwith

theirhandsmakingtinyfists,sopinkandtiny,

tearswelledupinmyeyesasIsawallfourof

themwithnamebandsontheirwristthatwas

mycreationbutsadlyIcouldn’ttakeanyof

themoutasofyetsincetheywerepremature

andtheirskincellshadn’tfullydeveloped,soI



justusedtheglovesintheincubatorstotouch

them.Ifellinlovewiththem,thisunconditional

lovenothingIhaveeverexperiencedinmylifeI

criedthistimebecauseIwashappy

rememberingallthehardshipswe’vebeen

through.IthankedtheheavensforthisIgiftI

wishedfor,whenIsaidAmenIrealisedIwasn’t

prayingalonebothMelisizweandmymotherin

lawswereprayingtheyfinallysaidtheirAmen.

“GodisgreatLilitha,Hehaswipedyourtears

awaycongratulationsmybaby,twoboysand

twogirls…canInameone?”sheaskedlooking

mywayIlookedupatMelisizwewaitingforhis

responseandhenoddedinagreement

“YespleaseMa”

“LiceboLikaThixo”shesaidpointingatoneof

thequads,mybabyboy“God’splan,Ibelieve

everythingyouwentthrough,everyheart-ache

youhaveenduredwasGod’splanifitwasn’twe

wouldn’tbeheretodaywithHisblessings,this



righthereprovesthatHelovesyouandtoshow

HisgreatnessandthateverythinginHimhasits

owntime.”Ateardroppedfromeyesthinkingof

allthepain,thenamecallingafterMilanihad

givenbirthsixyesback,yesitwasbychoiceat

thetimeonlydidn’tknowthatsomethingwas

wrongwithme.

“Iloveitmathankyou”shesqueezedmyhand

smilingthroughherowntears,itwasjustan

emotionalmomentforallofusnoticing

Melisizwe’sredeyes.

“IminathiInkosi”thatwastheirdadwiththe

secondboy“Godiswithusthroughoutthe

storms,Hehasbeenwithusandisalwayswith

us.”Ismiledinagreement“andmybabygirl

Ziyafezwa,mywishhasbeengrantedofhaving

toraiseababygirlthatlookedlikeyou”he

wiggledhiseyebrowsIlaughed“Ourwish,my

wish,yourwishofhavingyourownbaby,our

veryownbabyhasbeengrantedand

multiplied.”



“AndIwasthinkin…”Icuthimshort

“Myturnnow”hechuckled,momlaughed

“LiyemaIziwiLenkosi,throughoutallofthis

experienceIhavelearntthatwhenGodsays

somethingbelongstoitisyoursandnoonecan

changethat.What’smeanttobewillbe,His

wordisfinal.AndalsoIbelievethatmy

pregnancysavedourmarriage,itbroughtus

togethersoLiyemaikhayalethu”

“LiceboIminathiZiyafezwaLiyemaJonathan

ourbundleofjoyfromChristtheLord”

emphasizedmymominlaw

“ButI’mnotdonewiththenaming”said

Melisizwemakingapuppyfacewelaughed

“no-one’sstoppingyou”Isaid

“LuloOlwethuuThandoOluhle,respectively”

“Ilovethemyoudone?”

“Nope,wehaveRambo,Chuck,Boyka,and

Jackie”welaughed



“Don’tyoudarecallmybabiesthat”helaughed

“Youmeantourbabiesright?”hewentdownon

onekneeinfrontofmeInoddedhelooked

deepintomyeyesIknewwhenhelookedatme

likethatwithsomuchloveandyetlooked

scaredorrathernervoushewasgoingtogoall

deeponme“IloveyouandIlovethemourlittle

bigfamily.Thankyouforbeingawonderful

womaninmylife,puttingupwithmy

nonsensesstandingbymysidewhenIdidn’t

deservethatforlovingmeunconditionally

respectingmeasthemaninyourlife,forloving

myothertwokidsliketheywereyoursentirely,

nowmygranddaughterandnowforcarryingmy

otherchildrenithasn’tbeeneasybutyougave

ityourall,protectedthemandfinallythey

poppedoutnowIwon’thavetoputupwithyour

hormonesandcravings”Igiggledatthat“what

I’mtryingtosayisthatIamgratefulforhaving

youmylife,Iappreciateyourunconditionallove

andIwouldhaveitinanotherlifeandIwould



chooseyouagain.Youloveentirely,thewarmth

ofyourloveiswhatkeepsmegoing,what

makesmetocomebackhomewithout

draggingmyfeet,itmakesmelookatother

femalesliketheydon’tnotexistwhatI’mtrying

tosaynunusisthatIamcontentallbecauseof

yourloveandI’dliketodothisnotbecausemy

parentchosemeforyoubutI’mdoingthis

becauseIamchoosingyouandIwouldover

andoveragainbecauseIloveyouandIwant

youandonlyyouinmylife,willyoumethe

happiestmanonearthyetagainandloveme

fortherestofourlivesandbemewifeagain,

BusisiweMlamlicanyoubecomeLilitha

Jonathanonceagain?Willyoumarryme?”now

thatwassounexpectedheevenhadanew

diamondringinhishand,Iwasdumbstruckbut

IlovedthismomentandIlovedhim Inoddeda

multipletimehandingmyhandtohim

“Yes,yesIwillmarryyou”Isaidwipingmytears

withtheotherhandalreadytheotherpeoplein



theroomwereclappinghandshetookoutmy

oldringandplacethenewoneonmyfingerand

smashedhislipsonminehefinallypulledaway

withourforeheadsclashedtogether

“IloveyouandIwillfightforyou,Iwillfightfor

usforourfamilyandIneedyoutobestrong

rightnexttome.IpromiseyouIwon’tletmy

daddecideformewhattodoandIwon’tbe

marryingher.Iwantyouandyoualone,I

promisejustpromisemeyouwon’tgiveupon

us”Inodded

“IpromiseandIloveyoutoo”Isaidalready

goingforhislips.

Adminnote,thestoryiscomingtoanend,I

decidedtocutshorttheinsertbecausebaby

brotherjustgothomesoI’mbusycatchingup

withhim.

.

.ThankyouEstherNelisiweSibiya
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Ithasbeenaweeksincemyquadwasborn,

theywereallfineMelisizweandIweremore

thanhappyeventhoughweavoidedthetopic

athandhisfamilyandthenewwifeIjustdidn’t

wanttoburstthebubblewewerein.Hespent

mostofhisdaysatthehospitalandnightsat

thehotelhewouldjustdrophismomoffat

homewhoactuallybroughtuseverythingwe

neededatthehospital.Apparentlytheir

granddadhadvisitedandatthattimeIwasin

mysleepsincethekidskeptmeawakeatnight

thensleepduringthedaywhentheywere

asleep,IwasbreastfeedingbythewayStacey

recommendedthatbreastfeedingsincethey

werepremature.AnywaysIhadalreadypacked

ourstuff,happythatIwasoutofhospitalbut

dreadingongoingbackhomebecauseIknewI

hadtofacethesituationathand,thebirthof

thequadmeantnothingtomyin-lawsI

presumedImeanIwouldn’tbackdowneither



aftertheirefforttogettheirsonawifeand

sincetheywerestillaroundconfirmeditforme

thattheyweren’tbackingdownnotbyabit.

MelisizwecameinwithhismomandLunga

theyhadtoassistmewithmynunuberries.

“Readytogo?”heaskedwalkingtome.

“Idon’twanttogobackthere,canwemove

backtoouroldhouse”hechuckledthenpulled

meintohisarms

“We’llbefineokay,ImeantwhatIsaid”he

assuredmeInoddedandhekissedmy

forehead.WeheadedoutbumpingintoStacey

andAmandawechattedalittlewithStaceywho

wasbusycheckingoutherproject(thequad).

“DrSternbergThankyouforeverythingyou

havedoneformywifeandIandgoodbye”she

smiledatus

“Wellshemadeiteasybyfollowinginstructions,

pleasetakecareofmybabies”shesaidwalking



awayandwealsoleftwithAmanda.

Wearrivedatthehouseandpackedbythefront

door.Yondacameoutandopenedthedoorfor

me.

“Heyberries”hegreetedpeckingmycheek

“Where’smybaby?”Iaskedlookingbehindhim

“Ohwowmommy,Ijustgreetedyouandallyou

thoughtaboutwaschatterbox”

“I’msorry,howareyou?”

“Forgiven,thecorrectquestionshouldbe‘how

areyoucopinginthismadhousewecallhome’

whenaretheyleaving?”Igiggled

“Thatbad?”hedidn’tquitegetalongwithhis

grandparentsbecausetheycriticizedhimlike

hewasn’tmanenoughbecausehegrewupin

thesuburbstoogirlyforthemsoyea

“Youhavenoidea”

“I’msorry,youshould’vejuststayedatresyou



know”

“Andgetmorecriticismnothankyouandwho

istheotherlady,theonepretendingtobe

owningthishouse?”heaskedraisinghis

eyebrow,acatinstantlycaughtmytongueIhad

noideahowIwasgoingtoexplainthattohim

butwhatmademeangrywasthelastpart

aboutowningthehouse,myhouse.

“You’resuchagossipcomehelpmeouthere”

calledouthisdadnowhesavedme,Igotout

withLiyemawhowasfastasleepandacry

baby.Iwalkedtothefrontdoorthenmy

chatterboxshowedup,shelookedlikeshehad

justwokenup,Iguessshetookamiddaynap

shesmiledatmewalkingmyway.

“Heybaby”Igreetedherasshetriedtolower

metoherlevelIguesstoseethebaby,she

peckedherlipsthenmine,withLiyemarubbing

herfacewithherfists.

“She’scutejustlikeme”Igiggled



“Yeslikeherbigsister,howareyou?”

“Mommy,Ihateher”Iwasshockedbythis

“Whoyoursister?”sheshookherhead

“ThisotherladywithauntMilashe”shethen

wentsilentasoneofherdad’sauntsmadetheir

waytous

“Whatdidshedo?”shejustshookherheadand

walkedawayIguessIwillhavetotalktoherin

private.IgreetedauntNomusawhopeeked

throughtheblanketandwalkedingreeting

everyoneelsewhowasinthelivingandwalked

tothestairs.Ireachedthenurseryalreadythe

otherwereintheirbabycots,Igentlyplaced

Liyemainhers,hiscolognefilledtheroom

secondslaterhewasbehindmeasIwatched

mybabiesintheirsleephewrappedhisarms

aroundmynotsotinywaistandwesilently

stoodlikethatuntilAmandacamein

“Sbari,yourdadiscallingforyou,actuallyboth

ofyou”shesaidfurtherwalkingin.sheknew



whatwashappeningsheandIwereclosesoI

confidedinhersodidshe.Webothsighed

becauseweknewwhywewerecalled.

“ProtectmykidswithyourlifeSbaridon’tlet

anyofthesepeoplecomeinhere”shenodded,I

couldseethatshepitiedmebecauseshegave

meafaintsmileandsatontherockingchair.

Melisiziwetookmyhandintohisaswewalked

downthepassagetothestairs,everyonewas

gatheredaroundtheloungeMilaniwasn’t

aroundsoIguessedwasintheotherrooms

andthegirlwasn’taroundeither,anywayswe

satdownonthefreecouch,myhandstill

lockedinMelisizwe’s,hethenmademerestmy

headonhisshouldersqueezingmyhand.

“Sne”calledoutoneofourauntseveryone

calledherDabsywithsomuchconfidenceI

guessshelovedthenewgirl.Inafewseconds

sheshowedupfromthekitchen

“Dabsy”sherespondedwipingherhandswith



tablecloth

“Whatareyoudoinginthere?”

“JustfinishedcookinglunchshouldIdishupfor

everyone?”sheaskedlookingatDabsyI

scoffedthinkingaboutwhatYondasaidwhen

wecameIneveryonelookedmywayIjust

staredback.

“Nosis,wearewaitingforyoucomesit”she

saiddirectinghertoachairnexttoherIjust

shookmyheadsotheywerereallyadamant

aboutthesecondwifethingevenafterIgave

birthbecauseIthoughttheyweregoingtopack

theirbelongingsandleavemyhouse

“uhmnyananakulomtusasigqibengaye”(son

thisisthepersonwedecidedon)saidmyfather

inlawwhowasseatednexttohisannoyedwife

“wenamedherSinethemba,makotithisisyour

sisterwife,Sinethembathisistheelderwife

LilithaandyourhusbandMelisizwe”Iscoffed

again,Iwasangry,annoyeddisgustedandhurt.



“IthoughtImadeitcleartoyouandyourcrew

thatIwon’tbetakingasecondwifenothinghas

changedfromwhatIhadsaidIamstillnot

takingasecondwifesoI’dbeveryhappyifyou

tookherbackfromwhicheverwholeyoudug

herfrom”respondedmycalmhusbandandthat

aloneirritatedme,Iwantedhimtothemwhere

togetoff

“Ngathiuyalibalaasithandisiwenaapha”(you

seemtohaveforgottenthatyoudon’thavea

choice)thatwasDabsyMelisizwechuckled,

whywashesocalmthough

“Ngathinaweuyilibalaubaandithandisinina

apha,thisismyhousemylife,Iwon’tletyou

decideformeyouwilltakehertowhereever

youtookherfrom,Ihaveawiferightbesideme

andifanyoneofyoudoesn’tlikethatyoucanall

gojumpoffacliffforallIcare”hewasnow

gettingangryIcouldtellfromhistone

“Melisizwe!”growledhisdad



“Nodad,ItoldyoufromthebeginningthatI

won’tbetakingasecondwife,thatIdon’twant

asecondwifethatLilitha,thewomanyouchose

formerememberher,thewomanwhostoodby

meandraisedmykidsformewasenoughfor

meandstillis.Sotakeyourgarbagewithand

leavemyhouse”heroared

“Heee,hayumdlisile,ayingokwamtshana

kalokulo”(what?Shehasbewitchedhimthis

isn’tmynephew)saidAuntNomusaclapping

herhandssomewhatIkindofknewthatwas

goingtobethecase,ifamanlovehiswife

dearlythenshehasbewitchedhimthat’sthe

logicalexplanationusXhosa’shaveforgenuine

love

“Whatdidyougiveoursonhuh?Umphekela

ngamanze’penti?”(Doyoucookforhimusing

underwearwater?)DabsyaddedIwasrather

disappointaboutthiswitchcraftthing

“KhanithuleNomusa”(bequietNomusa)that



wasmydearfatherinlaw

“Dadwithallduerespecttakeeveryoneyou

camewithandleavemyhouse,Iwon’thaveany

ofyoudisrespectmywifecallinghernames”he

turnedto“sne”“Idon’tknowwhatthey

promisedyoubutknowthisIlovemywifeandI

don’twantyougobackhome”withthatsaidhe

tookmyhandandweleftthemamazedwitha

lotofbickeringinthelivingroomtoour

bedroom.Thesecondheclosedthedoor

behindmehepunchedit,hewasreallyangry

andthatscaredme.Hesatontheottomanand

buriedhisfaceintohishands,Ijoinedhimand

triedwrappingmyarmsaroundhisbodyjustfor

himtoknowthatIwastherewithhimthatI

appreciatedhimthathestoodupforme.

“Iloveyou,nooneelsebutyou”hewhispered,I

wasinhisarmsbythen

“AndIloveyoumore”Irespondedwithmynow

tremblingvoice.
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SomeoneknockedasweweremakingoutI

pulledawayandhesummonedthepersonin,

Lungawalkedinwithagrinonhisface,heis

suchanidiotjustlikehisbrother.

“SisterWifeorshallIsayelderwife”hesaid

gigglingabitIshothimadeathstarehe

stopped“toosoonne”Inoddedifitwereany

otherdayIwould’velaughedbecauseinthe

wayhesaidit,itwasamusing.

“Where’syourwife?”Iaskedcuriousabouther

whereabouts,Imeansheisherhusband’sman

bagifyouknowwhatImean

“I’munmarriedbra,likeIhavenowife”hesaid

throwinghimselfontopofourbed,seehis

crazywhodoesthat.Butwhatcaughtmy

attentionwashisresponsesoIwascurious.

“Whatdoyoumeanunmarried?”Iaskedagain

tryingtoreadhisfacialexpressionbutitwas

blank



“Yoursisterneedshelpwiththekidsbytheway,

shesaidsomethingaboutthemneedingyour

boobies”

“Heyyoumoron”exclaimedmyhusbandIjust

shookmyheadleftthembickeringaboutthat.

IfoundAmandachangingLicebo’snappyand

theother’sstillasleep

“Needhelpwiththat?”

“Iaskedrushingtoher”

“notanymore,Ifiguredoutwhatwaswrong”I

noddedatsatdownasshecontinueddressing

himupbeforehestartedcryingsoIjust

sterilizedmybreastsoIcouldfeedhim,he

suckedonmybreastasIwaswatchinghim.

“Howdiditgo?”sheaskedsittingdownonthe

couchafterdisposingthediaper

“AsexpectedIthink,theyforcinghimtotake

herinandohwellI’mawitchnow”shelooked

atmeconfused



“Whywouldtheysaythat?”sheaskedwithher

eyebrowraised

“BecauseMelisizwe’sstandingupforme,forus

andtoldthemwheretogetoff”shegiggled

“SorrytolaughbutthatwasexpectedImean

weblacksoblackmendon’tloveentirely

withoutourfamouscatalystmuti”Ichuckled

wipingawaythesweatfromLicebo’sforehead

“butSbarilovesyouhewouldneverhurtyou

likethat,herespectsyousomuchneverdoubt

that”

“Andyouknowthishow?”

“Anyonecanseethat,evenafoolcan.Imean

thewayhelooksatyou,howhespeakstoyou

howhelistensattentivelywhenyoutalkingand

whenyouwalkinaroomhisfacejustsparkles

itbrightensupokayit’slikesomewhat

Bollywoodtypeoflovewhereeverythingstands

still,nothingmattersnooneelsematters

everythingslowmotiontypeofthingifthatisn’t



lovedon’tknowwhatis.”

“Neverfiguredyouwereahopelessromantic”

shelaughedIjoinedin

“Ohwell”shegiggled“you’llconquerthis,just

holdonandprayharderokay”Ismiledburping

mysleepychippy.Amandaalwaysamazedtoo

observantandcaringtoo,toobadsheneedsto

beonmedicationallthetimetobeinherright

senses“I’msleepingoverbytheway,Idon’t

trustthosegranniestheymightkillmysquadI

willsleeponthefloorifIhaveto”Ilaughed

puttingmybabytosleep.

“Speakingofthat,Ineedtotalktomybabyshe

wantedtosaysomethingearlieronaboutthe

newwife”

“Ibetshehither”shesaid

“ThenI’llkillher”

“NoI’lldoitforyousoyoucantakecareofyour

kidswhileIservejailtime,Iwilljusthavetogo



offmymedsforadayortwo”Igiggled

“Don’tyoudarethinkaboutthat,mychildren

stillneedtheirauntinhernormalstateokay?”

shelaughednodding.IwalkedouttoSego’s

roomandshewaswithNeoandYondawith

Mivuyo

“Greatthingyou’rehereIneedtotalktoyoubut

inprivate”saidYondaassoonasIclosedthe

door

“ButIhavetotalktoyoursisterfirstIgreeted

takingMivuyointomylap

“Sochatterbox,whatup”

“Nothingmommy”Icouldtellshewaslying

“IfoundhershovingSegoaroundthekitchen

tellinghershe’saspoiltbratwithAuntMilani

watching”whisperedNeo

“Shedidwhat?”IaskedlookingatLesego

“Shewasforcinghertoeatbeefandyouknow

howSegogetswhensheateit”Yondaadded



shewasallergictoanythingredmeat,she

wouldgetblisters,rashbumpslikemosquito

bitesyounameit.Igotangryhowcouldshe?In

whosehouse?

“she’sbeensobossyaroundus,toldsis’Zamo

tostayinherlanelikesheownsthishouse,we

can’tdoanythingwefeellikedoinglikewe

alwaysdoandwhat’sworsetheyletherdoas

sheplease”saidangryYonda

“IgavethembackMivuyoandstooduptowalk

outonlytobemetbyMelisizweandLungaby

thedoor

“Heywhathappened?”heaskedseeingthatI

wasangry

“Iwantheroutofmyhouse,nochildofmine

willbebossedbedisciplinedbyherinmyown

house”Itriedwalkingpastherbutheheldme

wrappinghisarmsallaroundmepullingme

backinside

“Wait,wait,wait”hesaidrapidlywithLunga



closingthedoor“kidsoutnow!”heordered

themout

“Butit’smyroom”protestedSego

“Whatdifferencedoesitmake,it’smyhouse

chatterbox”shefoldedherarmsinfrontofher

chestlookingatmebutIsaidnothingsoshe

huffedandwalkedoutmumblingsomething

“nomatterwhatshedidyouwillkeepcalmokay,

wewilldealwiththisinacorrectmanner,no

yelling,shoutingorslappingpeopleLilitha”I

staredathimwashebeingforrealrightnow“I

meanit,youwon’tgodownthere,youwill

ignoreeveryoneelse,it’seitheryou’reinthe

nurseryorourbedroomandthat’sit”

“Stoporderingmearound”Isaidfoldingmy

arms

“I’msorrynunuberryyam”Ismiledbutwegotto

bestrategicinordertogetwhatwewant

otherwisewewillmessthingsup.Don’t

confrontherdon’tsayawordtoherokay?”I



noddedhepeckedmylips“I’mgoingouttoget

ussomethingtoeat,wantsomethingfishysea

foodplattermaybe”

“Anythingbutseafood”helaughedhowIloved

itduringmypregnancyandkissedme

“DadIgottaaskyousomething”saidYonda

budginginsoweturnedtofacehimwithhis

siblingandunclefollowingin

“Goahead”

“Areyoutakingasecondwife?”

“Yondaplease”Isaidtryingtostophim

“NoberriesIhavetoknow,isither”heasked

pointingout“thewomanwhohasbeenbossing

usaround?Whywouldyoudothat?Whostill

doesthatinthisdayandage?Justsoyouknow

ifthat’sthecaseconsidermegoneactuallyus

gone”nowtellmehowdoweexplainthattothe

kidsatleastYonda’soldenoughtounderstand

butSegowhowasstandingnexttoherbrother.
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Hesignalledforeveryonetositdownandhe

remainedonhisfeet,Yondawaslookingathim

eagerly

“I’mnottakingasecondwife,yourgrandfather

andhissisterswantmetotakeasecondwife

butIwon’t”

“Butwhy?”heaskedcompletelyconfused.

MelisizwelookedatmeIknewIhadtocoverup

becauseSegowasaroundandshecouldn’tfind

outlikethataboutherbiologicalmom,shewas

tooyoungtogothroughthat.

“WhenIleftlastyearyourdadandIwereina

badspace,theythoughtIwasn’tcomingback,

thatwewereoversotheyfigureditwasbestto

findyourfatherawifetoreplacemeandtotake

careofyouguys”Isaidnotlyingbuthiding

sometruthinit.

“NotthatIagreedtoitbutyouknowyour

granddadhe’sacontrolfreak”addedMelisizwe



“Butthatwaslastyear,whydidn’ttheybringher

then?Andwhyweretheychoosingawifefor

youaren’tyousupposedtofallinlovewith

someonethenmarrythem?”

“It’snotalwaysthatsimplebutknowthisIlove

LilithaIwon’tbetakingasecondwifesono-

one’sleavingbesidethem”hepointedoutthe

door

“ButIdon’tunderstand”thickheadedYonda

“Textmealistofeverythingthateveryone

needs”hesaidpullingmetomyfeetand

peckedmylipsbeforehewalkedoutwithLunga.

IknewthathewasfedupwithYonda’s

questionsandwecouldn’tanswerthemnotin

frontofhissisterwho’sonajourneyofhealing

emotionallysincetheshooting.

Thequadhadkeptmeupallnight,Ididn’tsleep

awinkactuallyallfourofus,mymominlaw,

mysisterandhusband,theywereactingup,

endlesslycryingifweputthemtobedsowe



hadtocarrythemallthetimeforthemtosleep,

butthatworkedforashortwhilebeforethey

startedagainmymominlawdivertedtoprayer,

weprayedalongwithherandsuddenlythey

wereallcalmIguesstherewassomething

wrongaroundthehouse.Weputthemtosleep

butMelisizweandIremainedwiththemjust

watchingoverthemuntildawn.Hewenttolay

downandIwentdownstairsforthefirsttime

sinceourencounterwithmyinlaws.Thehouse

wasquietsoIguessedeveryonewasfast

asleep.Iwenttothekitchentomakemyselfa

cupofteaonlytobemetbyMilanidrinkinga

glassofmilkwithherfriendmakingporridge,I

walkedpastthemfilledthekettlewithwater

thenswitchediton.Itookoutacoffeemugand

everythingthatIwouldbeusingformytea.

“Lillie”shesaidalmostwhisperingIkeptquiet

andfocusedonwhatIwasinitiallydoing

“I’mreallysorryforwhathappenedInever

intendedtohurtyou,pleasebelieve”shewas



annoyingtakingmeforafool

“Guesswhatyoudidhurtmeandyou'restill

are”

“NoI’mnot,I“

“StoplyingMilani,you’reincohortswithourin

lawsconspiringonmydownfall,makingsure

thatIliveinhellyouwatchmykidsgetshoved

aroundandyoutellmeyou’resorry?You’renot

sorryMilaniyou’reenjoyingwhatthey’redoing

tomegoestoshowthatyou’reasnakeinthe

grass”shegasped“Idon’tevenknowwhy

you’restillhereinmyhouse,ohwaityourdear

friendwillsoonbeowningthishousesoIguess

you’reentitledtobehere.Somefriendyouare”

“Lillieyou’re”

“AndyouknowwhatI’mstartingtodoubtthat

youeverlovedLungabecauseyouractionssay

otherwiseI’mstartingtobelievethatyou

marriedhimtospiteme,youwerealwaysoutto

getmeright?”



“Noteverythingisaboutyou”Iturnedtoface

her,Iguessshelethertongueloosebecause

shelookedsurprisedherselfIjustshookmy

headavoidingtohaveanydialogwithherfor

thatmatterIdidn’tevenknowher.Iproceeded

withwhatIhadinitiallycametodo

“IlovehimwithallofmyheartandI’dneveruse

himtogettoyouandnoIwasneverouttoget

youfromthefirstplace,Ineverintendedforany

ofthis…”

“I’mnotinterestedMilani”Iyelledandwalked

outwithmytea

MiddayIjustcameoutfromtheshowerwitha

towelwrappedaroundmybodylookingfor

somethingtowearIhadwokenupfrommy

sleepawhileago.Isettleformyhusband’s

joggersandlarget-shitandputthemontopof

ourbedbeforeapplyinglotion.Iappliedlotion

thenworemyunderwearandgotdressed,

Melisizwewalkedinholdingoneoftheboys



closetohischestwhowascryingalmost

hysterical

“Nappycleananddryallweneedareyour

boobies”IgiggledtakingIminathiandsatdown

Isterilizedmybreastsbeforedirectingitinto

hissmallpoutylipslikeSego’sheimmediately

stoppedcrying.Hesuckedonitwhichfeltlike

hewasbitingmynipple

“WishIcouldbethedoingthat”hewinkedat

meIgiggled

“Keeponwishingyouwon’tbedoingthatforat

leastayear”Irepliedlookingathispriceless

facialexpression

“Youjokingright?”Ishookmyhead

“Youcan’tindulgeinonyourbabies’food”he

chuckledwatchingthebothofusthenlookedat

meandsmiledbutsaidnothing.Iendedup

feedingthemallanddamnmynippleshurtfrom

thepullingandsucking.AnywaysAmandawent

backtoherplaceshehadadatewithDanny



andwasdueforworkthefollowingday.Iwas

summoneddownstairsbytheelderssoIwent

downwiththemonitorsinceno-onewas

lookingaftermybabiesandasusualtheywere

gatheredaroundourloungeIwasgettingtired

ofthis,itwasdrainingandstupid.Isatdown

nexttoNobantusinceLungawasseatednext

tohisbrother.Theyproceededbegging

MelisizwetotakeinSnetoavoidhumiliating

thefamily

“Whatdoyouwantustosaytothegirls’

parents?”

“Whatevercomesthroughyourmindbutyou

won’tbeleavingherinmyhouse”Repliedfed

upMelisizwe

“Imaginehumiliatingthefamilylikethat,no-

one’sgoingtoevertakeusseriously”

“DadIdon’tcareokay,ItoldyouthatIwon’tbe

takingasecondwifebutwhatdidyoudowent

aheadwithyournonsenseofwantingtocontrol



everyoneandeverything.Youneedtogetthis

straightyouarenotGod,youdon’tgetto

choosewhathappensinourlives.Iwon’tbe

pleasingyouorthefamilyanymore,I’mmyown

manIwilldowhat’sbestformyfamily.I’mnot

goingtodowhateveryonewantsI’mnotabout

thatlifeanymoreandforthelastbeforeIhave

youarrestedfortrespassingtakethegirland

leavemyhouse”hewascalmbutfirm,

everyoneseemshockedbythelaststatement

I’mguessingtheyneverexpectedthat

“I’lltakeher,I’llmarryher”saidLungalooking

directlyathiswifeMilani,hereyespoppedout

inshock“I’llmakehermysecondwifethenyou

won’thavetodealwithanyhumiliation”Icould

heargaspsaroundthehouse,whatishedoingI

thoughttomyself

“Lungayoudon’thavetodothattomakehim

happy,lethimdealwiththeconsequencesof

hisactions,notlisteningtohischildren”said

Melisizwe



“TrustmeI’mnotdoingthisforhim”

“Youwilldonosuch,notwhilstI’mstill

breathing”saidMilanigettingofffromherseat

“OrwhatMilani?Whatareyougoingtodoto

stopme?”sheremainedsilentwipingtears

fromhereyesheturnedtotheelders“youcan

gohomethiseveningandIwillbetaking

SinethembawithmebacktoJohannesburg”

theynoddedsmilingandwhisperingsomething

toeachother,thesepeoplethoughsomessed

up.

“Areyousureaboutthis”askedMelisizwe

“Pleasebabedon’tdothistometousour

familyIambeggingyouwecanstillfixthings

betweenthetwoofusbutdon’tbringathird

personintoourmarriage”beggedMilanifalling

onherkneesinfrontofherhusbandorshallI

sayex

.



“Nowyouknowwhatitfeellikeright?You’re

freetoleaveifthatdoesn’tsitwellwithyou”

“Idareyoutomarryher,Iwillmakesureyou

neverseeyourdaughteragainandIwillsue

youforeverythingyouhave”shethreatened

“GoaheadMilanidowhatyoudobestgold

digginginsteadofloving”Igaspedhopingthey

couldstopalready“buttellyouwhatyouwon’t

begettingacentfrommeImadesureofit,as

formychildhmfIdareyoutotryanythingwith

heryouwillbesorry”shewasintearstotally

defeated

“Nowthatwe’vegotthisoutoftheway,Makoti

weareleavingbutwe’dliketoseethekids”I

laughedwalkingawayhowdareshe?Itwas

dapsy,thenerveofthiswoman!
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“Finally!”saidMelisizwewalkinginsideour

bedroom



“Theygone?”Iaskedashesatdownnexttome

“Yeapanddabsy’smadatyoufornotbringing

thebabies”Igiggled

“Noteveryonedancestothetuneofherguitar

youknow”hechuckled

“I’msuresheknowsthatbynow”

“Sowhat’supwithLungaandMilani?”

“Beatsme”

“Stoplying,Iknowyouknowsotellme”

“I’lltellyouwhenhisnotaroundokay”Inodded

“Whydidhedoitthough,likeI’dliketo

understandImeanhebasicallygaveMilanian

Ultimatum?”

“Milanimarriedhimforthemoneyokay,at

universityshesawashortcuttolivingthebest

oflifethetrips,hair,shoes,clothes,carsImean

everythingtakencareoffatfirstLungadidn’t

carebecausehisjustlikethatlovestakingcare



ofhiswomanbutalongthewayshestarted

demandingevenstealingfromhim.She

apologizedandhegotoveritthenbetrayingyou

andfindingoutthatshecheatedonhimwith

someprofessororsomethingbackatuniversity

apparentlytheguythoughtLinathiwashisso

trackeddownLungaandrequestedaDNAtest

forthechildofwhichcamenegativethat’show

hefoundoutabouttheaffair”

“I’mwow,shehadbeenbusyandIhadnoclue

atall”

“Yeapthat’syourbestfriendandLunga’sfedup

withherandhenowregretsgettingmarriedto

hersosoonheactuallyregretsfornotfollowing

suitwiththearrangedwhatnots”

“Wowhowonearthcouldshemessupwith

suchaniceguylikeyourbrotherthough,Imean

hisagreatguyactuallyasweetheart”

“Aren’tIasweetheart”Ichuckled

“Fishingforcomplimentsnowaren’twe”



“Wellyoucan’tjustthrowcomplimentsatmy

brotherlikethatImeanwhataboutme?”he

madeapuppyfaceIlaughed

“You’recuteinyourownway”hechuckled

“Cute?Reallybabe?”Inodded“babiesarecute

alsopuppiesarecutenotanoldmanlikeme”I

giggled

“mmIgetitoldmenarehotne”hesmiled

leaningonmybodyIwasspeakingso

seductively“likeextrahotwhenyoutoldyour

dadtoleave”hegrinned“howyouturnedmeon

whenyoutoldSneyoudon’twanther”he

laughed“youlookedsosexywhenyouwere

frustratedwiththemIwantedtoripoffyour

clothesandgiveittoyousogood”hegroaned

lookingatmeinthemostseductiveway

“throwingaroundafewwordswithsomuch

authoritymademewetlikesowetthatIcould

doyouinfrontofthem”hisfacewasnowclose

tomineinnotimehekissedmesolustfullythat



Igothemessagebutweweren’tgoingtodo

thatIwasstillbleedingandIcouldn’trisk

messingupmystitchessoIpulledawaybefore

Ifurthermessedhimup

“YouknowI’mgoingtogetyouforthatright?”I

giggledpeckinghislips

“Iloveyou,thankyouforbeingsoawesome

whatyoudidforthepastfewdaystookserious

gutsandcourageIknowit’snoteasytodefy

eldersbutyoudidthatgoestoshowhowyou

muchyoulovemeandourfamily.Thankyoufor

lovingme,forfightingforusIloveyou

MelisizweJonathan”

“AndIloveyouandoursixkids”

“It’sactually7babeandourgrandchild”he

chuckled“Mkhulu’Jonathan”helaughed

Nobantusummonedusdownstairsfordinner,

yesshedidn’tgoandIwashappy.Lungaand

histwowiveswerestillaround,thetension

betweenthemwasjusttoomuchbythelooks



ofthingsMilaniwasreadytokillsomeoneI

actuallyfeltsorryforherbutshebroughtallof

thistoherself.Imeanwhywouldyoustealfrom

yourownhusbandwhenhealreadytakescare

ofyou,IbelieveMilanineedednothingbutshe

wasjustgreedy.Andtheaffair?Howcouldshe

whenshehadanawesomehusbandlikehim?I

meanifIweresingleandlandedonLunga’s

armsI’ddefinitelymarryhimwithouthesitation

don’tgetmewrongI’mnotsayingI’minlove

withhimoranything.AnywaysSegoandher

Brotherkeptusentertainedwiththeiroffishand

lamejokesbutitmadethemoodaroundthe

tablelighter.ThefollowingdayLungaleftwith

hiswivesthatwassooddthough.

SeveralweekslaterIhadproperlyhealed,my

babieswerea3montholdtheylookedsocute

andchubby.Ienjoyedbeingamommorethan

anythinginthislifeIdidn’tevenmissworkyou

knowtheykeptmebusyandIenjoyedevery

minuteofit.Segowasnowbacktoheroldself,



Iguesstherapydidhergood.Shewasan

awesomebigsistertothequad,spentmostof

hertimearoundthemtakingloadsofpictures

withthemusingmyphonesomeofthemwere

reallygoodbuttheothersoff.

AnywaysIhadshoppingtodosoididn’tfeel

likeaskingsomeoneelsetodoitformesoIgot

readytoleavewiththequadofcourseand

Nobantuwasaccompanyingmetothemall.We

drovetothemalljustchatting,shewasgoing

backhomelaterinthedaysoIhadtogetafew

thingsforherwithher.Iwasreallysadthatshe

wasleavingbutIunderstoodthatshehadparts

thatneededtogetscratchedtheyweretoo

itchyherwordsnotmine.Westrolledaround

themallwiththekidsandeveryone’sattention

wasonusbutIdidn’tmindthembecauseit’s

veryraretohaveaquadsoIgotit.Webought

everythingweneededatthehousethenthe

stuffIwantedtobuyforherjusttosaythank

you.Weendedupatarestauranttoget



ourselvesfood,weorderedourdrinksandsat

downjustchattingmindingourownbusiness

“Lilitha”sowhencalledoutbehindmeinadeep

voicethatIcouldrecognisehemadehiswayto

thesidesohecouldfacemeandtherehewas

ZamanisomeoneIhadn’tseeninlikeyearswith

Sihle“Ithoughtthatwasyou”saidSihle

“Ohhi,whatareyoudoingaroundhere?”I

askedashetookmyhandintohisforahand

shakebutinsteadhepulledmeupintoahug

whichwasinappropriateokay

“Doingsomebusiness,IneverthoughtI’dsee

youaroundhere”hewassmilinglikearetard

andsomewhatthatscaredme

“Yeawell”Iwasnowbackonmyseatmom

clearedherthroat,hequicklycomposedhimself

soIturnedtoher“ummathisismyformer

colleagueandfriendSihleYoko”heextended

hishandforahandshakesheshookitthough

herfacialexpressionsaidsomethingelse



“Zamani,Iusedtogovarsitywithhim”healso

extendedhishand

“Sihle,ZamanithisismymotherinlawMrs

Jonathan”

“NicemeetingyouMa”theysaidinunisonshe

justnodded

“Isthisallyou?AskedSihleloweringhisbodyto

mybabies’pramthatwascojoinedmadefora

quadInodded“thereasonwhyyouresigned

right”againInodded“wishtheyweremineours,

beautifulliketheirmom”hecommentednowI

knewthiswasgoingtohappenwithSihle

anything’spossible
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"Butlifehasotherplansright?It'sjustapity

thatiwasn'tchosentobeyouroneandonly,

youwould'vebeenreallyhappyjustwishyou

hadgivenusachance"hecontinuedjustasi

wasabouttoreplyNobantudiditforme.



"Yemfanaandibonakaline?Incaseyoudidn't

getitthefirsttime,thisismydaughter,my

son'swifeandyouhavenoshamehittingonher

infrontofme?Someone'swife?"icouldtell

thatshewasangryjustfromhertone,Sihle

Lookedatmethenherembarrassedandisaid

nothing.Iwasslowlygettingangrybecause

Sihlewasreallydisrespectful,towardsmemy

marriageandmymotherinlaw.

"Uhmi'msorryma,we'releaving"saidZamani

pullinghimawayfromourtable,

NiceseeingyouLilitha"saidZamaniasthey

walkedawayicouldtelltheywerearguing

judgingfromtheirbodylanguage,isigheda

littleMaglaredatmelikeiwasguiltyof

somethingbutsaidnothing.Wehadourlunch

incompletesilencethendrovehomestillin

silence.Icouldn'tmakeoutofwhatshewas

thinkingaboutherfacialexpressionhadturned

toablankone,sinceshesaidnothingichoseto

saynothing.Ifiguredexplainingmyselfwould



makemelookguiltyofsomething.Shetooka

napwhilstifinisheduppackingforher.She

thenwalkeddownstairslookingallfreshened

upandinanotheroutfit,iguessshewasready

toleave,imadeheraquicksnackbeforeshe

couldleavesheatechattingwithYonda,

Melisizwewalkedinasshewasbiddingher

grandchildrengoodbyeshethenhuggedme

"takecareofmybabies"shesaidpeckingmy

cheek

"Willdoma,thankyouforbeingamothertome

andanawesomegrannytomykidswereally

goingtomissyou"

"Wellyoucanalwaysvisitmesoicanbrag"we

giggledandhuggedagainiguessshewasover

theSihlesaga.

"Momyou'regoingtomissyourflight"said

Melisizwewalkingoutwithherbagsshebid

everyonegoodbyewalkingout.Zamostarted

ondinnerwhilstiwenttolaydownwithmykids



whowerewidewaketheysleptlessnow,iwas

dogtiredsotheykeptmeawakeuntilthey

startedfallingasleeponebyoneandijoinedin.

Iwokeuptoabangingdoor,Melisizwehadjust

walkedin.

"You'regoingtowakeupthekids"hejustglared

atme,okayhelookedangry

"Areyouokay?"Hejustwalkedawayintothe

bathroom isatupandcheckedthetimeitwas

after9.Igotoffthebedandfollowedafterhim

buthewasintheshowersoijustpeed,wiped

myselfthenflushed.Iwashedmyhandsthen

closedthetoiletseatandsatontopofitwaited

forMelisizwetocomeout.Hecameoutaftera

whiledrippingwetbutnakedthetookatowel

wrappeditaroundhiswaistthenanotheroneto

dryhimself.

"Babe?"Heignoredmecontinuedwithwhathe

wasdoing

"Melisizwe?"stillnothingsoijuststoodupand



walkedoutthenwentdownstairstohavedinner

itwasdarkandemptydownstairslike

supposedtobe,iwarmedupourfoodididn't

evenknowifhewasgoingtoeatornot.Justas

tookouthisplatehewalkedinhispyjamapants

andsatonthebarchairstothecounter.I

placedhisfoodinfrontofhimthenpouredjuice

forthebothofus.Hesaidhisgracethendugin,

weateincompletesilenceafterdinneri

washedourdisheshewaswatchingme,his

lookpiercedthroughmyskinokayiturned

aroundonlytofindhimstaringatme

"what?"Iasked

"I'mjustwonderingwhatareyouhidingfrom

me?"heaskedleaningforwardusedhiselbow

tosupporthishead.

"Excuseme?"Iwipedmyhands

"Youheardme,whatareyouhidingfromme?"

"Regarding?"



"Idon't,youtellme"

"Ifyou'vegotsomethingtoask,dosoMelisizwe

i'mnotabouttoplaymerrygoroundwithyou"

hechuckled

"OkaySihle,SihleYoko?"Nowiknewmomtold

himaboutwhattranspiredearlieron

"Whatabouthim?"

"What'sgoingonbetweenthetwoofyou?"

"Nothing,there'snothinggoingonbetween

Sihleandi,hejustcouldn'tkeepthings

professionalhewantedmorethanicould

offer."

"Meaning?"

"Hetoldmehehadfeelingsformeandthati

shouldleaveyouforhim butitoldhimi

wouldn'tdosuchbecauseifeltnothingforhim

thatiloveyouandnooneelse,hewasjust

takingadvantageofmeofoursituation"i

stoppedandbreathed



"Soheknowsaboutourlife"

"No,hejustfoundmecryingacoupleoftimes

andwell..."itoldhimwhathadhappenedhis

jawtightenedasitouchedonthealmostkissed

thingandremainedsilenthestoodup

"Butipromiseitwasmisdirectedaffection,i

longedforyouraffectionandhewasthereand

youweren'tihad..."hecutmeshort

"Juststop,Lilithastopitokayigetit,iwasn't

thereforyouhewasiwasabadhusbandto

you"hewalkedawayleavingmewonderingif

wewereokayornotbuthesoundeddefeated.

NB:likeisaidi'mbusy
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Icomposedmyconfusedselfandfinishedup

witheverythingiwasdoingthenfollowedsuit.I

foundhimcurledupinourbedfacingtheother

side,iwantedtosaysomethingbutchosenot



to.Thekidswerenolongerinourbedbecausei

hadstayedlittlelongerdownstairs,iwalkedout

tocheckuponthem.Andtheywerepeacefully

sleeping,imadesuretoswitchontheirmonitor

thenwalkedout.Igotinsidenexttohimbuthe

wasdistantnopullingmeclosertohim

cuddlingmeupnothing.Iswitchedofftheside

lampandtriedtofallasleep,bothofustossing

andturningsighshereandtherebutnowords

exchanged.Iwokeupwheniheardthekids

wakeupandattendedtothem,feedingthem

untiltheywerefastthenjoinedhim,hewas

soundasleepsoijoinedhimthenimmediately

fellasleep.

Ithenwokeupearlyinthemorningbecausemy

babieswerewideawakeandtheydemanded

myattention.Afterfeedingthemearlybreakfast

onebyoneidecidedtobatheachoneofthem

anddressedtheirsleepyselvesupandput

themtobed.Melisizwewalkedintothenursery

asiclearedaround,hesaidnothingnotevena



simplehello,iwalkedoutleavinghimwithhis

kids.Itookaquickshowerthengotdressedin

mytracksuitssinceitwasn'texactlywarm.I

cleanedourbedroomthenwentdownstairsto

findthekidsalreadyheadingoutwiththeirdad

whowasinjoggersandasweater,ibidthem

goodbyethenwalkedintothekitchentofind

Zamoclearingup.Igreetedherthenmade

myselfsomemuesliandyogurt.Ihadmy

breakfastwatchingtvjustthinkingaboutthe

silenttreatmentiwasgettingfromMelisizwe,

myhusband.Ifinishedupmybreakfastand

cleanedupthehouse,nothinghecticjust

dustingoffhereandthere.Melisizwewalkedin

thenheadedupstairs,hisbehaviourwas

annoying,hekindoftickedmeoffsoifollowed

afterhim.

"Iknowthatyou'rehurtingbutthesilent

treatmentwon'tsolveanythinginsteaditwill

makethingsworsebetweenthetwoofus."I

saidaftershuttingthedoortohisstudyroom,



hestoppedlookingthroughthefilehehadinhis

hands

"Doyoulovehim?Doyouhavefeelingsfor

him?"Heaskedinhiscalmyetfirmvoice

lookingatmewitheyesthatwereobviously

questioningandanalysingme

"No,idon'tlovehim,neverdidnorwill.Ihaveno

feelingsforhim..."

"StoplyingLilitha,whywouldyouwanttok...,

whywouldyouwanttokissthebustardifyou

didn'thavefeelingsforhim,thatisnotyou

Lilithawhywouldyoudothat?Orareyoujust

takingmeforafool"hewasgettingangry

becausehistonewasn'tthesame.

"Babeiamtellingthetruth,idon'tlovehim,i

havenofeelingsforhimijust..."

"Stoptakingmeforafoolokay,justtellthe

truththerealtruth"hebarkedigotirritated

becausehewasn'thearingmeouthadno

feelingsforSihlenoranyothermaniknow.



"Whatmoredoyouwantfromme?Iamtelling

youthehonesttruthandyou'rebusytellingme

thatiamlying,doyoureallybelievethatiwould

lietoyou?"

"Idon'tknowwhattobelieveLilitha,butdoyou

blameme.Youwentofftoanotherman'shouse,

criedinhisarmshowdoyouthinkthatmakes

mefeel,knowingthatmywifeletsomeoneelse

beherrefuge?"Ikeptmymouthshutbecausei

didn'tplananyofthat."Myrealityisthatmy

wifethewomanilovewithallofmyheart,thati

woulddoanythingforevenifitmeansdefying

myparentsprotectwithmyallbeingand

providefor,keptasecretawayfromme,didn't

havethedecencytoinformmeofwhathad

happenedwhenwemendedthings,being

honestcommunicatemoreoftenbutwhatdo

youdo?"Heraisedaneyebrowandikeptquiet

"justgetoutLilitha"hecalmlyinstructed

focusingonhispcandistoodtherefora

minuteinsilence



"Ididn'tplananyofthat,wewereinabadspace

andiwantedtofeelloved,myemotionsallover

theplaceandi..."

"Lilithaplease!"Hebarked"juststoprubbingit

inokay,iknowi'matfaultsoplease"hewas

reallydefeatedsoichosetokeepmydistance

eventhoughididn'twantthat,jwantedusto

solveitliketwoadultsbutiguesshisegowas

bruisedsoihadtowaitforhimtocalmdown.I

walkedoutafterdebatingwithmyselfofwhat

todonext.Icontinuedwithmyboringyetnot

soboringlifewithmykidswhokeptmymind

offthingswiththeirheartwarminggiggles.

FourdayswentbywithMelisizwestillnot

talkingtome,itfeltlikeweretwocomplete

strangerssharingabed.Ihadnostrengthinme

tofightwithhim,tobeghimevenbecauseifelt

likehewasoverreacting.Nothinghurtslike

silenttreatmentthoughithurtlikenobody's

businessthaticriedmyselftosleep.



Iwokeuptoarmscirclingmywaistfrombehind,

hebroughtmeclosertohimsnugglingmeup,i

smiledinmysleepknowingweweregoingto

beokay.

"I'msorry"hewhisperedkissingthesideofmy

head"i'msorryforbeingajerkforpushingyou

away"heturnedmearoundtofacehimhe

lookedsincere"icouldn'tbarethethoughtof

youinsomeoneelse'sarms,itjusttoreme"

"I'msorryfornottellingyou,foreverythingi

reallyam"irepliedasheburiedhimselfonmy

neck

"Youbruisedmyegomadam,nowiknowihave

competitionandihavetopullupmysocks

right?"hesaidthatclearlyamusedigiggledhe

lookedatmedeepinmyeyesandkissedme

thenpulledaway

"I'msorry"heapologizedagaininoddedashe

gotinbetweenmylegs."nowcaniplantmy

seedinsideofyouimeanweneedanotherfour



justtomakesurethatyou'renevergoingback

toworktohavethesebastardslustingoveryou"

welaughed

"Hellno,i'mnobabymakingmachine"he

laughed

"yeabutyouloveyourhubbywaytoomuchnot

togivehimanotherbunchright?"

"That'semotionalblackmailyouknow"

"Sueme"herepliedrollinghiseyeslikeialways

doilaughed.

HappyNewyearguys
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AyearlaterMelisizweandIweremorethan

happybuthehadbecomepossessiveand

jealousbutnotinacontrolfreakishwayitwas

anormalbehaviour,IguessSihlehadshaken

uphisworld.Segowasawesomeasalwaysshe

lookedalotlikeKarabonowbutstillhadher



dad'seyeswhichshe'dbragaboutshewas

allowedtoshewasreallybeautiful.Hondastill

hisfather'ssonlookswalkseverythingIthink

jerktoobecausehewasnolongerintoNeo,I

sensedit,tensionbetweenthetwoofthem

morelikehatredfromNeo.Iaskedheraboutit

andsheconfirmeditthattheyweren'ttogether

anymorewellbecauseofhischeatingways.His

deadscoldedhimbutitfellondeafears.He

spentlesstimeathome,camearoundevery

nowandthentocheckuponhisdaughterwho

adoredhimsomuchdaddy'sgirlItellyou.My

quadswereallgrownupahandfulthey

messedupeverythingtheycouldreachinthe

housewiththeiraunt'shelpMivuyo,yestheyall

walkedbutZiawasthefirsttowalkthen

crawledwithhersiblings.ItfeltlikeIhadaday

carearoundthehouse,forevernoisywell

unlesstheirwereasleep.Melisizwegotme

secondhelpsinceIwasalwaystired,youknow

whatthatmeantrightsoNandihelpedwiththe



housechoresthenZamowitheverything

babies.AmandaandDannywereverymuch

pregnantandengagedshewastrulyhappyand

glowing,Iwashappyforshehadcomealong

wayshewasabsolutelyamazing.WellLunga

andhistwowiveswellbeatsmeIhadnoidea

either.

Istillhadn'tgonebacktoElliotDaleforavisit

eventhoughmymominlawhadaskedmeto

buticouldn'tbringmyselfto,theideaofbeing

downtherewithallofthosepeoplemademe

uneasysoMelisizwestayedtooeventhough

hemissedbeingthere,Ihadtoldhimtovisit

withoutmebutherefusedtellingmethathis

placewaswithmenothisparentasthebible

says.

Anywaysi'mfastasleeptakingamiddaynap

withthekidsinmybed,itwasfreakencoldand

rainy.Melisizwewasatworkchatterboxand

Yondawerearoundthehousesinceitwastheir

winterholidays,Neohadgonehomeheraunt's



placebyherselfthoughMivuyowaswithus.

Whenmyphonerangdisturbingmefrommy

nap.Iquicklyansweredavoidingtowakeupmy

babiesfromtheirsleep.

"Hello"

"LilithaIneedyourhelp"saidafemalevoiceon

thelineobviouslyintearsitsoundedfamiliar.I

quicklylookatthenumberanditwasan

unsavednumber

"WhoamIspeaking"Iaskedgettingupfrommy

bedtothebathroom

"Milani"responded"Iknowi'mthelastperson

youwanttospeaktoorseebutihavenoto

turntopleasehelpmeout"Ihuffed

"WhatdoyouwantMilani?"

"Ineedtoseeyou,actuallyturntocanwemeet

orcanIcomeoverplease?"Iwassurprisedthat

shewasaround

"Okayfineyoucancome"curiositygotthe



betteroutofme,Ialwayswantedtoknowabout

theirsituationbutmyhusbandmadesurethatI

knewnothingsothiswasmychancetogetthat

informationnotthatIwantedtohelpor

anything.

Ipledthenwipedmyselfbeforeflushing,I

washedmyhandsandfacethendriedthem

beforeusingamouthwashforfreshbreath.I

tookmyphonewiththenworeoneofhubby's

sweatersandwentdownstairsbumpinginto

Segogoingup.

"Mommy"

"Yesbaby"

"CanIgosleepoveratKylie's"Ifrowned,Ididn't

liketheideaofsleepoveritjustdidn'tsitwell

withme"pleasejustforonenightmommy"

"I'lltalktoyourdadaboutthat"

"Donethatalready,hesaidIshouldtalktoyou"

"Andi'mtellingyouthatyourdadandIwill



discussitlateron"shefrownedIguessherdad

hadalreadyagreedtoitsoIcouldn'texactlysay

no

"Wipethatfrownoffyourface"shelooked

downspoiltbratItellyou"fineyoucangoSego"

wesquealedoutofexcitement

"Thankyouthankyou"shehuggedmethenran

offIjustshookmyheadmakingamentalnote

totalktoMelisizweaboutlettingSegodoas

shepleases.Imademytothekitchenand

foundmylunchinthewarmeranditwasstill

warm.Ipouredmyselfaglassofjuicethan

wenttotoeatinfrontofthetv.Iblessedmy

foodthenstartedeatingafterthatIwashmy

utensilsthenboiledwatertookoutmylarge

cup,justthentheintercomrangIcheckedthe

cctvscreenthenanswered,itwasMilanishe

droveinandIopenedupthefrontdoor,she

walkedinlookinghorriblebyhorribleImeant

herface,youcouldtellshehadbeencrying



"Hi"shegreetedinahorsevoicewalkingasI

madespaceforher.

"Iwasabouttomakehotchocolatewith

marshmallows,wouldlikesome"Isaidclosing

thedoorfollowingafterher.

"Yes,please"wewalkedtothekitchen,Isilently

madethebeverageswonderingwhatwasup.I

gaveheracupthenmadeourwaytotheliving

roomIsatonacouchacrossher,crossingmy

legsandwaitedonhertotalk.

"Iamsorryforhurtingyou,Itrulyam"

"IamoverthatMilanisowhatbringsyouhere?"

Ihadseriouslyforgivenherandeveryoneelse

it'sjustthatIdidn'twanttogetclosetoanyof

thosepeopleincludingher

"Ineedyourhelp,Ican'tloseLunga"

"Youdoknowthatyoucan'tlosesomething

thatyou'vealreadylostright?"Heeyesshotup

"Notyoutooplease"



"Iwasjustmakingsureyouknewthat,sohow

canIbeoffassistance?"Iaskedsippingonmy

cup

"Lungaleftme,hepermanentlyliveswithher

theytookmydaughterLilithaandcan'tfight

them,thatgirl'sawitch"Iscoffedandshe

glaredatme

"IthinkImadeamistakebycominghere"she

stooduptakingherbagwithwalkingawayI

spokeandshestoppedonhertracks

"YouhadeverythingMilani,Imeaneverything

whatmostwomenwishedforalovinghusband,

abeautifulbabygirl,resourceseverythingat

yourdisposalbutyouchosetogamblewithit"

shewasstillfacingthedoor

"Youdon'tknowwhatwentdown"sheturned

tofaceme

"Really?Wordhasitthatyouhadanaffairwith

ProfMaritz,mybiggestbetisthatyounever

endedthingswithhimamIright?"hereyes



wonderedaroundtheroom"soeverythingthey

toldmeistrueright?YoumetLungathensawa

mealticket,yourwaytolivingthebestoflife

whilstyouneverlovedhim"

"Noyou'rewronglikeeveryoneelseis,Ilove

Lunga,alwayshadlovedhim.."

"Thenwhydidyoufoolaroundwithhim?"

"Idon'tneedyoutojudgemeLilitha,unlikeyou

i'mnotperfect"Isurrenderedwithmyhands

thensatdownsodidshe.

"Ineedyoutotalktoyourhusbandabout

talkingtoLungaaboutmydaughter,Ineedto

seeherspendtimewithhersheneedsher

mothernotsomewannabemom.Andtotell

himthat"shepausedstoppingtearsfromher

eyesfromfalling"thatIamreadytoplaymy

partasthefirstwifethatIacceptSneasmy

sisterwife,thatIwouldliketomakethings

workbetweenthethreeofusthatIwoulddo

anythinghewantedjustthatIdon'twantto



losehim,Ican'tlosehim"shebrokedown

wailing,nowIfeltsorryforherIstoodupand

satnexttoherandhuggedherstrokingher

backwhileatit.Iseriouslydidn'tunderstandher,

shewastoocomplicatedformylike,i'dboldly

sayshealsodidn'tunderstandherself.Early

lifecrisismaybe?

NB:FirstpartoftheendofFD

[01/20,18:45]Ron:Insert89

IspoketoMelisizweaboutMilani’ssituation

andalwayshewasagainsthelpinganyonethat

hurtmebutheendedupspeakingtohisbrother

toletMilaniseeherdaughteractuallytonotlet

anotherwomanraiseherchildwhilstshe’sstill

aliveandingoodhealth.Lungawouldn’thaveit

atfirstbutlateronchangedhismindbutwhat

hewouldn’tchangehismindonwasgetting

backwithMilanisohefiledfordivorceandthey

weretosharecustodyoftheirchild.Milani

cameintotermswithwhatshehaslostand



focusedonhercareerandLinathi’swellbeing.

Nowbacktomeayearlater,Iwantedtogo

backtoworksobadImissedwakingupand

lookingforwardtodosomething.Don’tgetme

wrongIlovedbeingaroundmykidsallofthem

butIwasn’tcutouttobeahousewife,thedays

draggedlikenobody’sbusiness.Iwantedtodo

something,challengemymindworkanine9-5

oran8-4eitherwaysIwasfedup,beyondfed

upandguesswhatMelisizwewouldn’thaveit.

Hejustdidn’twantmegoingbackatwork,

tellingIneededtostayathomeandmotherour

childrenbecausehetookcareofeverything

meaningfinancially.Formegoingbacktowork

wasn’taboutearningalivinganymorebutIwas

sickandtiredofbeingdependantonhim,Iwas

sickingandtiredofdoingtheverysamething

eachdayofmylifewhichIspracticallydoing

nothing.

Sosittingatthepatiojustbrowsingthenet

shoppingonlinewithmusicplayingintheback



groundwithmyheadphoneson,withMelisizwe

sittingacrossalsoonhisPChewasworking

fromhomewhenIreceivedacallfromanoffice

number,onethatIknew.WhatImeanisthatI

hadsecretlyappliedforajob,secretlywentfor

myinterview.MyheartstartedpoundingasI

staredatthenumberandMelisizweglareda

littleatme,nodon’tgetmewrongIwas

nervousaboutthecall,didIimpressthem

enoughforthemtohireme?NotthatIwas

afraidofmyhusband’sreaction,hewasmy

leastconcernIwasgoingtofightforwhatI

wantedandIwasgoingtowin.Itookoffmy

headphonesthentookmyphonethatwason

thetable.

“Hello”Ianswered

“Goodafternoonmamhowdoyoudo?”

“Iamverywellthanksandhowareyou?

“Great,canIpleasespeaktoMrsBusisiwe

LilithaJonathan?”



“Speaking”

“MamI’mThandekafromHR,I’mcallingfrom

ZwaneHoldingsCapeTownbranchaboutyour

interview”

“Yes?”

“Congratulationsmam,you’vegotthejob”

“What?Areyouserious?”Iwasbeyondshocked

Ididn’tthinkthey’dhiremethatfirmhiredonly

thebest,attorney’swithanawesometrack

recordandIontheothersidewasjustnewin

thebuilding.

“Yesmam,couldyoupleasecomethroughto

ourofficessowecandiscussyourcontract.

Willyouabletomakeitlet’ssaytomorrow

morningaround10am?”

“Yes,thankyouI’llsurebethere”Iwasbeaming

withexcitementbythenandIdidn’tcareabout

mydearhusband.

“Okay,willseeyoutomorrowthenenjoytherest



ofyourday”

“Thankyou,sametoyoumam”shethenhung

upIsquealedinexcitement,Melisizweglaredat

mewaitingformetosharethenewsIthink.But

Ichosetolethimdieofcuriosityandfocused

onmyPCputtingbackonmyheadphones

smilinglikenobody’sbusiness.Ifelthimlightly

kickingmylegunderneaththetablewithhis

foot,Iwantedtolaughbutwholaughswhen

headingforworldwarZ?Ichosetoignorehim

andmovedmylegstotheothersideofthe

table.Ifelthimslightlykickingmeagainformy

attentionbutstillignoredhim.Hedidthata

coupleoftimesandeventuallygaveupIthink

becausehetookhisPCandfilesandwalked

awayIguesshewasmadorsomething.Don’t

getmewrongIwantedtotellhimaboutthejob

onlyafterIhadsignedthecontractsothathe

won’thaveachoicebutletmework.Imade

paymentforthestuffIorderedonlinethen

loggedoutthentookmyPCtomybedroom



onlytofindoutthatmydearhusbandwasn’t

around.

Istartedondinnerinagreatmood,justcooked

upastormformylovelyfamily.Melisizwe

walkedinIdon’tknowwherehewentbuthesat

onthehighchairandfocusedonmeby

focusedonmeImeanthathiseyesfollowed

mewhereIlandedinthatlargekitchenofmine

andIdidn’tmindnotatall,Iknewhehad

somethingtosaybutIwasn’tupforit.

“Whathasgotyousoexcited?”hefinallyasked

foldinghisarmsinfrontofhischest

“Nothing”Irepliedsoquicklyanddefensively

“Really?Nothing?”

“Yesnothing”Iturnedtoattendedtomypots

alsotoavoidhim

“WhyareyoulyingLilitha?”Istoppedstirring

thenturnedagaintofacehim

“I’mjusttryingtoenjoythismomentwithout



havingyouruinitformelikeyou’redoing,Igot

ajobatZwaneHolding”Iwaitedalittlejustto

seehisfacialexpressionandyeaphewasn’t

pleasenotatall

“Ithoughtwehaddecidedthatyou’llstayat

homeandtakecareofourchildren,raiseour

kidsLilitha”

“No,don’tgetittwistedMelisizweyoudecided

formethatIwasgoingtostayathomeanddo

nothingandthatmydearhusbandisnot

somethingIwanttodofortherestofmylife

andyouknowthatverywell”

“Ididn’tdecideonanythingforyou?Wetook

thatdecisionwhenyouwerepregnant

remember?”

“YoudamnrightIdid,Ihaddecidedtostayat

homesinceIwasahighrisknottostayat

homefortherestofmylifeitwasjusta

temporalsolutionatthattime.”

“StopbeingselfishLilitha,ourkidsneedyou”I



scoffed

“Selfish?Itookthreeyearsofmylifeofmy

careerformychildrenandstayedathome

raisedthemandyou’retellingmethatI’m

selfish?Maybeyoushouldlookupthemeaning

ofselfishonyourdictionaryuntilthenwe’lltalk

aboutwhosebeingselfishbetweenyouandme

justknowthatIamgoingbacktowork

tomorrow”

“WhatmoredoyouLilitha?Itakecareofyou,

thekidsourhome,whywouldyouwanttogoto

workfor?”

“thisisn’taboutthemoneyMelisizwe,thisis

aboutmegoinginsaneinthishousedoing

nothingfortherestoftheday,that’snothowI

plannedmylifetobe.Thisisaboutmedoing

whatIlovebuildinganameformyselfa

reputablenameatthat,Ican’talwaysbeunder

yourshadowbeknownastheaccountant’swife,

atycooninpropertyMelisizweJonathan’swife.



Noteveryone’scutouttobeastayathome

mom,Ipersonallyisn’tcutouttobethat.Iwill

motherourkidsbutIstillneedtobuildmyown

career.Ididn’tgotoschooltobeahome

executiveshootmeforhavingdreamforbeing

ambitiousandpassionate.Ilovemykidsbut

soontheywillbegoingtoschoolprettysoon

andwhatisitthatIwillbedoingathomein

theirabsence?”

###Nexttheendwhichwillbepostedlateron

[01/20,18:45]Ron:Insert90

AyearlaterIwasbackatwoke,Melisizwehada

hardtimemakingpeacewiththatbutitwas

doneandIdidn’tgivehimmuchofachoice.I

wasenjoyingworkmorethananythinginthis

world,yesitwasadifferentenvironmentbut

lawislaw,amaledominatedfirmbutitwas

entirelyawesome.Iwasslowlymakingmyway

upyouknowjustbabysteps,learningandalso

makingmymark.Ialsohadmadepeacewith



myinlawsinasensethatIhadacceptedthat

theyweren’tgoingtoapologiseforwhatthey

didsoIateahumblepieandvisitedand

forgavethemforandapologyIhadnever

received.PenelopeandIspokeeverynowand

againandshewasdoingfineconsideringbeing

divorce,whentheysplattedassetsshegotthe

houseandoneofLunga’scarthenLungawere

topayformaintenanceforherandthechildon

amonthlybasis.SnehadababyboyInam,she

andIwerejustciviltowardseachother

consideringthatwewerefamily.Amandawas

somarriedshehadaniceintimatewedding

beforegivingbirthtoherbabyboyKevin,she

washappymorethanhappyactually.

Mykidswerenowattendingschool,wellday

caretobeprecisejusttokeepthembusyduring

thedaysincetheywereajobandahalfbackat

home.Segowasalmostinherteenyearsstill

bubblyasever,stilladaddy’sgirlandguess

whatshecalledmemamawellonlybecause



thequaddidthatsoitkindofrubbedin.Yonda

wasdoinghisfinalyearinarchitecture,hewas

dedicatedandpassionateaboutit.Hisbaby

mommawasdonewithherdegreeinMarketing

andwasworkingwellshemanagedtoscore

herselfaninternship,marketingwasn’ther

dreambutshedivertedtoitwhenshecouldn’t

scoremarkstostudyaccountingsciencewell

becausepregnancyatmatric.ButallIcansay

isthateverythinginmyhousewasinorder.All

inallIcouldfinallysaythatwelivedadrama

freelife,ahappylife.

SoaftermymeetingwithAngieoneofthe

partnersatZwaneholdings,whowasatotal

sweetheartandIcouldsafelysaywewere

startingoutsomesortofafriendshipsinceshe

movethissidewithherboyfriendBongani.I

drovestraighthomewithonlyonewishactually

makethattwowishes,takingacoldshowerto

getridoftheheatthensleepwithoutany

disturbances.Iparkedintothegarageandthen



tookmystuffwithenteringthehouseandit

wasquietjustwhatIneededbutthatwasshort

livedasIcouldhearsoftgigglescomingfrom

thepool,Ipassedbyhopingnoneofthemwill

seemeandIsucceed.Irushupstairsfora

quickcoldshowerthenworemyunderwearand

laidonmybedthenlightsout.

Tinyhandswereplayingwithmyface,opening

andclosingmylipIknewverywellwhothat

was,Iminathihelovedplayingwithmyface

whenIwasasleepIwonderedwhobroughthim

intoourbedroom.Ihuggedhimstillwithmy

eyesshutandkissedhischubbychicks“hayi

marn!”heyelledwithhisdeepishvoicethatwas

hisdad’sdoingeverytimeIkissedtheboyshe

wouldmakethemwipeawaytheirface

chantingthat.Igiggledandwokeupkissing

himagainonlytofindmymotherinlaw

hoveringoverme.Ihadnoideashewasaround.

“MA!Whatareyoudoinghere”Isaidactually

surprisedbyher



“Heybaby”shegreetedthenIrecalledthatI

washalfnakedItriedpullingthecoversto

covermyself“Nowondermysondoesn’twant

toletyououtofhissight,withabangingbody

likethatIwouldtoo”Iquicklycoveredfeelingall

shy,goshthiswomanIcouldnevergetusedto

hersexualjokes

“Youcanrelax,I’mstraightastheycomeokayI

wouldnevertradewhatI’musedtothistiny

thing”shesaidthatshowingherindexfinger,I

giggledasshewalkedoutwithhergrandsonI

wonderedwhyshewasaround.Istoodupand

walkedtothebathroom,washedmyfacethen

mouthandwentovertomyclosetandfounda

maxidressandaheadwrap.Igotdressedthen

wentdownstairsitwasalreadylate,Ifoundthe

restofthefamilygatheredinmyloungeandI

hadnoidea,Igreetedeveryonethenlookedfor

mydearhusbandbuthewasn’taround.Zamo

andNandiwerecookingandhadnoideaof

whatwashappeningtheyjustworkedonmy



husband’sinstructions.Justaswewereabout

tohavedinnerMelisizwewalkedinwithmy

parentsandsiblings,whatwasgoingon?Igot

worriedbutwhatforbecauseeveryoneseemed

happyandMelisizweavoidbeingincontact

withme,ImeanwhenIenteredtheroomhe

wouldleaveandignoremewhenIcalledoutfor

him.AfterdinnerItriedaccommodating

everyoneintoourhugehousethatseemed

reallysmallatthetime.Melisizwedrovemy

parentsandsiblingstoAmanda’splacethey

weretostaythereforwhateverthatwasgoing

on.Ibathedmykidsasmyhelpwasbusywith

thedishesandcleaningthehouse,bythetimeI

putLiyema,mycrybabytosleepIwasdogtired

andtherewasnosignofMelisizwe.Ichanged

intomysleepwearandwaitedformydear

husbandtoexplainwhatwasgoingonbut

guesswhatIfellsleep.

WhenIwokeupinthemorningmyparentswere

alreadyaround,mymomactuallywokemeup



togetabath,Ididasinstructedandgot

dressedinmymaxidressandheadwrap

knowingverywellthatIhadtoprepare

breakfastforeveryonebutmymomstopped

measIwasabouttoopenthedoor,justthen

AmandaandNoxywalkedinwithahugegown

cover

“mychild,Melisizwehadtoldusthathe

proposedtoyouafterthebirthofyourkidsand

yousaidyesbutneverplannedyourwedding

day,somybabythisisit,thatiswhyweare

here,congratulationsyouaregettingmarried

againbutwiththesamemanthatmantruly

lovesyoumychildifthisdoesn’tconfirmhis

loveforyouthenIdon’tknowwhatwill”bythe

timeshefinishedtearsweregushingoutofmy

eyesasIcametoarealisationthatmydarling

husbandhadplannedasurpriseweddingfor

me,howsweethowromantic,damnIlovemy

man.MomhuggedmewhilstIcriedonly

noticingafterthat,thattherewasa



photographermakingavideoofthewholething.

Myphonerang,Ismiledthen

“Heybabe”Iansweredblushingsinceeveryone

elsewaswatchingmeeventhemakeupartist

“Nunuberryyam”Igiggledblushinglikecrazy,

ohmanthismanthough

“Iloveyou”Isaidalmostcryingthenmycrazy

sistersshoutedfromthebackground“hungup

alreadyyoumakinghercry”helaughed

“Namndiyakthandamntuwam,justdon’tcryI

don’twantyoulookingalluglyonourbigday”

“I’mnotcrying,I’mjusthappy”

“Butyourvoicesaysotherwise,IloveyouokayI

willseeyouintwohoursokay“InoddedasI

couldnotutteranotherword,Icouldfeelmyself

goingforanothercrysomethingIdidn’twant

happening.Iwasbeyondemotionalthinkingof

allourtrialsandtribulationstogetherfromtotal

strangerstolovers,husbandandwife.He



chuckledthenhungup.AgainIcriedandfinally

calmeddown,Beautyredidmymake-upitwas

anaturalbutsexylook,andthenmyhairthenI

gotdressedintomysexywedding,yessexyso

MelisizweIfyouaskme.Itwasabeautiful

mermaidthatmybodyandbootysowell.Ithad

pearlsallthewayuptotheboobs,witha

slightlyopenedspaceinbetweentheboobs

thatshowedmycleavagesowell,atthebackit

wasbarebutstraps,morelikehangingchains

thatmademybacktolooksosexyandatthe

bottomwithalacytale.Iworemyplatformheel

thathadcrystalseverywhereitwassparkling

andgorgeousjustmystyleokay.

Mymotherinlawwalkedlookingallsortsof

gorgeousinfollowedbymysquadboysintheir

creamandivorywhitesuitsandthegirlsintheir

creamchu-chudressesandheadbandsthey

lookedsocutetotallyadorable.Istopped

myselffromcrying,Icouldn’taffordmessingup

mymake-up.Weallwentdownstairswithmy



sistershelpingmewiththedress’talethen

outsidetogettothevenue.Adriverdroveusto

thechurchfirstIwaitedoutsidewithmybrides

mateNoxy,Amanda,PenelopeandAngie.Iwas

amazedbythewholething,Melisizwepaidso

muchattentionit’sjustthatInevernoticed.My

babiesfirstwalkedinthrowingflowerpetalson

thefloor,Ibettheyenjoyedthatsomuch.My

bridesmatefollowedIwaitedwithbothmy

parentsoneachside.Theweddingsongbegan

playingandwewalkedin,Iwassonervousso

emotionalsoIdon’tknowhappyweslowly

walkedinIcouldseeMelisizwenexttothe

priestatthefrontIcouldn’twaittoreachhim,

eventhougheveryonewaslookingtheydidn’t

existinmyworldIwasfocusonthemanbefore,

themanofmydreamswhomIlovedwithallmy

heart.Wefinallyreachedhiminhistailormade

navysuitwithagoldtieandgoldpocketsquare

helookedsmashing.Hesmiledatmethrough

histearsasmydadhandedmeovertohim.I



stoodbeforehimandraisedmyhandstohis

faceandwipedhistearsusingmythumb,

peoplechuckledandlaughed,Iwasallowedto

thoughheismyhusbandisn’the.The

ceremonyproceededthenitwastimeforour

ownvowsmindyouIhadn’tgottenanychance

towritesomethingtoeventhinkofsomething

butifIflopit’sallonhim.

“Mamabo”hepausedlookingatmeamused

bitinghislowerlipbecauseheknewhowmuch

IhatedthatIgiggled“nunuberryyam,berrybear

yam,sthandwasamwordscan’tevenbeginto

describewhat’sinmyheartbutIwilltrytogive

youaglimpseofwhat’sinside.Thisisharder

thanIthoughtitwouldbe”Igiggledaseveryone

laughed“we’vebeenthroughalottogether,

stormscameandpassedbutleftusstanding,

wefoughtbattlestogetherandsometimesif

notmostofthetimeagainsteachotherbutall

thatmadeusasacouple,itstrengthenedmy

loveforyou,eachchallengewecameacross



mademeadmireyouevenmorebecauseof

yourfightingspirit.You’reonestubbornperson

thatIknow,stubbornwithabeautifulheart,a

heartofgoldyou’vebeenhurtyou’veforgiven,

rejectedbutlovedunconditionally.Iadmirethe

womanyouare,awomanofstrength.Iadmire

yourfightingspirithowyoustandupforwhat

youbelievein.you’vebeenanawesomepiece

inmylifesincedayoneyouchallengedmeGod

yougavemechestpainsandaheadache”the

crowdlaughed“throughalltheupsanddowns

we’veenduredIneverstoppedlovingyouas

muchIknowthatyouneverstoppedlovingme

either.Youlovedmedearlyandwhole

heartedly,entirely.Youhaverespectedme,

mademefeellikeacompletemanamongst

otherman,mademeaproudhusbandthatisn’t

afraidtopointyououtfromotherwomento

respectyou.Yourlovebabe,damnyourlove”I

giggledthroughmytears“you’rejustawesome

myloveandIloveyoumorethananythingand



anyoneinthisworld.You’remyworld,youand

ourchildren.You’rewhatisreferredtoasa

suitablecompanion,ribofribsboneofbones

andfleshofflesh.Ipromisetoyoumore,to

makeyouhappiertosupportyoutoloveyou

withallthatIamuntiltheendoftime.Ilook

forwardtospendingtherestofmylifewith

you.”Hefinallyplacedanotherringonmyfinger

thecrowdululatedIcouldhearmymomfrom

thecrowdthenitwasmyturn

“uhmwow,Idon’tevenknowwhattosaytoyou,

youknowI’mnopoetthatIsuckatexpressing

myfeelingsI’mnotawordypersonbutmoreof

adoerofwhat’ssupposedtobemyword.But

allIknowisthatIlloveyouwitheveryfibrein

mybones.Ibelievethestuffwewentthrough

wasfate,fateasinwe’vealreadylivedourlife

togetherbutwejustdidn’tknowthat.Imay

soundclichébutIfeellikeweweremadetobe

together,weweremadeforeachothertospend

therestofourlivestogether,thatourfatehad



beendecided.You’vebeenawesomeinmylife

throughitallyouneverleftmyside.WhenI’m

withyouI’mcomplete,Ijustlovethewayyou

lovethewayyoumakemefeel.OnefeelingI’d

liketohavefortherestofmylife.Withthisring

Ipromisetorespectyou,toloveyouandto

supportyouuntiltheendofourtimetogether

onthisearth”.Iinsertedanotherringonhis

finger,asilverbandthatwasembodiedwithmy

nameBusi.

“WhatGodhasformedtobetogethershallnot

bebrokenbyman,Inowpronounceyouas

husbandandwife,andyoumaykissyourbride”

“Thoughtyou’dnevergettothat”said

Melisizwenearingmewithagrinonhisface,I

giggled“Iloveyou”hesaidashislipsbrushed

mine“andIloveyou”Irepliedhedeepenedthe

kisseveryoneululated,chantingandsinging

fromthecrowd.Itwasjustbeautifulhefinally

pulledaway



“Ladiesandgentlemenallowmetopresentto

youMrandMrsJonathan”saidourMCaswe

enteredourreceptionwhichwastotally

beautifulbytheway,indifferentoutfitsof

course.Theceremonyproceededwith

speechesandthisandthatitwastotally

awesome.Wewerecalledtoourfirstdance

whichisn’texactlyourfirstdancebutyoucatch

mydriftright?

“You’resosneakyyouknowthat”Isaidaswe

movedrhythmicallywithKennyG-thewedding

songplayinginthebackgroundhechuckled

“Butyoulovedon’tyou?”

“YesIdoandthankyouforallofthis”

“Doesitmeetyourexpectations?”Inodded

“It’smorethanwhatIhadimaginedwhenthey

toldmethatyouplannedasurpriseweddingfor

me”hechuckled

“Whatdidyouexpect?”



“Somethingawfulmaybe?”helaughed“you

neverceasetoamazemeIloveyoutatabo”

“AndIloveyoumamabo”

…THEEND…


