
DiarybyMakahlelo

Goshit'sthatalarmagain..6:25amIdragmyselfoutofbed..Damnthismandidanumberon

me..Ifeelparalyzedfromwaistdown,mypoorpussyisswollenagainandonfire..Ispotthe

notenexttothebedsidelamp..Youwereamazingrememberdon'tcallmeI'llcallyouandbe

readywhenIwantyou..MyphonebeepsmoneyinR25000intoyourfnbchequeaccount..Let

mehavethatmuchdeservedbathnorderroomservicenoonsecondthoughtIthinkImightjust

goandhaveanearlybreakfastattheCafeacrosstheroad.AsIsitinthatbathmemories

comesflashinglikewaves..'wegonnahaveitallbabe,thebigbeachhouseordoyouwantabig

houseinsandton.Wecanalwaysmovetoadifferentcityyouknow.Icanseeyouslavingaway

inourkitchenandourkidsrunningaroundinourbeautifulgarden'.Icatchmyselflaughingwhile

dryingmywipingonetearthathadescapedmyeye.Funnyhowthismemoriesstillpopsupin

myhead.SoIpullmyselftowardsmyselfandwearmybigpantiesandsmile.Biggirlsdon'tcry

that'smyfavoriteline..I'mdonebathingIslipintomynexttonothinglacereddressandmake

mywayoutofthathotel.OnsecondthoughtsIthinkI'llskipbreakfastandrushtomyflat.I

taxifyandwithin20minutesI'mtherefiddlingwithmykey..'SawubonaNkosazane,angsakwaz

uzifihlephi'..'NgiyaphilaMbusokunjan'Irollmyeyesandmakemywayintomylittleparadise..

Yeeeymybed..MyphoneringsasIdriftofftolalalandGoshcanAwomangetsomesleep

geez..Yah'Oluhleisthathowyouansweryourphonelately''talkI'mreallynotinthemood'I

barkback..Babewhydon'tyouspendtimewithmetonight'lookI'mreallynotuptoit,besides

weonlyhadsexlikeonceortwice.ThoughtImadeitclearwewereonlyfuckbuddiesSenzo'..

'PleaseokuhleI'minlovewithyou,can'tyouatleast'..IcutthecallandswitchoffMyphone..I

honestlydon'thvtimefornonsense..Youseethislovethingisreallyawasteoftime..Imadea

vowneverandImeannevertofallinloveagain..Lemmecatchuponsomegoodsleep..I'm

loadednI'mpaintingthetownredtonight..

7hourslaterIgetup,switchonmyphoneanddozensofmessagescomesfloodingin..One

fromSenzoIdeletewithoutreadingit..I'minnomoodforsoppystories..OneisfromBraMuzi,

meetmeatMichelangelohotelroom2058pmsharp.WearthatsexynumberIfeelabitkinky

tonight..ThisisconfusingMuzihasneverbookedusin2daysintherow..Woowtheregoesmy

nightofpartyingmysorrowsaway..Lemmesoakmyselfinthosebathsaltsandgetready

anothernightofmypussybeingtortured.By7:15I'mdonenfinishingupwithmymakeup..

AlreadyrequestedanUberthatmanandtimekeeping,wouldn'tWantarepeatoflasttime.

Breakingofrulescomeswithintensepunishment.Ireallydon'twantanomnibusofthattorture..

ImakemywaytotheUbertonightI'mwearingablacklittlenumberandheels..Imakemyway

tothehotelandasinstructedIcatchthelifttoourroomtonight..Thedoorisslightlyopennit's

dark..Istepinnhiscolognefillsupmynostrils..'comecloserbaby..IfollowhisvoicenIcan

seevividlyhisstandingnexttothewindow'..'It'ssodarkinherewhyaren't'Heattacksmewith

akissandwhisperstonightwegonnatrysomethingdifferent'I'minadaze..There'salways



somethingabouthimthatmakesmeweak..HeturnsmearoundnI'mfacetofacewiththe

window,heunzipsmydressntakesitoffmeslowly..Hepressesmeagainstthewindown

whispers'tonightI'mgonnafuckthelivingsouloutofyou'..
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ThebranmymatchinglaceundiesfollowsnjustlikethatI'mleftwithnothingbutheels..My

breastsareincontactwiththeglassnthatsensationaloneisenoughtomakemeloosemy

mind.Heslightlyspanksmyassninstructsmetoopenmylegsslowly.Hisfingerscomesin

contactwithmyalreadywetnuna.I'mcompletelyathismercyandhestartsrubbingmeslowly

GoshbythistimeIwanthimtotakemenownfuckmesenselessly.I'mamoaningmessnhe's

sopersistentwiththatclitrub..IfeelmyselfbuildupnasI'mbouttoclimax,heremoveshis

fingersninstructmetolickthem.Ifeelhimunbucklinghisbeltwithhisotherfreehand..Itry

turningbuthepinsmetothatwindownHeremoveshisfingersfrommymouthandtellsmeto

keepstill..he'sstrippingnakednI'mdeniedthepleasuresofwatchinghimgetnaked..Within

secondshe'sbehindme..'TonightI'mgonnaripthisnunaapart'hewhisperswithhiswarm

breath..Thatsendsshiversdownmyspine..MyjuicesareflowingfreelynowIwanthimburied

inside..'Muziplease'thatcomesupasawhisper..HespanksmehardthistimeandIgaspfor

air..'Pleasewhat,tellmewhatuwantkuhle'..Thefingersarebackonmynunaandthehis

rubbingvigorously..I'mamoaningmessandheremoveshisfingersndropstohisfeet,Myass

isincontactwithhisface..HeliftsmyonelegnjustlikethatIfeelhistongueinmynuna..I'm

soclosetocomingallthisteasinghasbeentorturous..Hefeedsonmynunahelicks,bitesn

grazeonmyclitswithhisteeth..Ican'tholditanylongermykneesaregettingweaker.I'm

loosingmybalanceandmyselfinthismoment..I'msweatingandpanting..Histoungedeepin

myhoneypot.Hisindexfingerisvigorouslyrubbingmyclit..I'mincloudten,myeyesrollback..I

screamhisnamenjustlikethatallmyjuicesarereleasedinhismouth..Hegetsupnscoops

meupinhisarms.Heputsmeonthecouchandgrabshisbalveniewhisky.Pourshimselfa

shotandjuststaresatme..There'salightknockatthedoor..Hewearsagown,throwsmeone

andattendstothedoor.luckilyitsroomservice..I'mfamishedhewheelsinourfood.'Hopeyou

starvingyouneedtoeat,you'llneedalltheenergy'..ThismanonlyorderedasaladandT-bone

steakforme,there'sonlycranberryjuiceformeyethe'sindulginginhiswhiskey..'Don'tlookat

melikethat,Ineedyousoberandinyoursensestonighthencethere'snointoxicating

beveragesforyou'..He'samindreadernow'great'Irollmyeyes..Weeatnengageinsmall

talksmainlyaboutmydailyactivitiesandhisbusinesstrips.Wearedoneeatinghegoesfor

anothershotofwhisky,downsitquickly.Hetakesoffhisgownandhestartsrubbinghis

member..Iseeitrisingtotheoccasioninallitsglorywithveinspopping..'ComehereBaby'I

modelmywaytohimwhiledroppingmygownalongtheway..Ismashedmylipsintohisandhe

kissmebackhungrily..Ipulloutfromtheheatedkissanddroptomyknees..Ilickthetipn

slowlyslidehimin..Ilick,bitentease..IswearIheardhimcussbutI'mabouttotakecontrol..



HisallinmymouthnIcontinuetosucknlickwhilerubbinghisballs..HestartsmovingnIfeel

myselfgagalittlebutI'mnotabouttolethimtakecontrol.'ShitKuhle'HepicksuphispaceI

continuelickingnsucking..'Fuckthis'hepullsoutliftsmeupturnsmeoverandslamshardinto

me.HestartsmovinginafastpaceI'mholdingontothebarstool.Hemovesinmelikeaman

possessed..Mypoorpussyisbeingrippedapartonceagain..Istartmovingwithhispace..His

fingersarefindlingwithmywetfolds..Anotherorgasmisbuildingupagain..I'mashakingand

tremblingmess..Thewavesareapproachingandthismanisdoingundespicablethingstome..

Ifeelhimtightinghisgriponmyhipsandhe'sbreathingheavilybehindme..Justlikethatwe

bothreachclimax..Westayinthatpositionforawhile,breathingheavily.Whenhe'sgathered

enoughstrengthhepicksmeupntuckmeintobed..Icanbarelykeepmyeyesopenhegetsin

andIdriftofftolala-land..Thatdamnalarmagain!!timeis6:25amandI'maloneinthishotel

room..There'sanoteonhissideofthebed..I'llbeawayonbusinesstripforthenext5days..Be

onyourbestbahaviour.
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Idragmyselffromthebedintothebathtub..Isoakmyselfnmyminddriftsoff.SometimesI

wonderhowlifewould'veturnedoutforme,ifhehadkepthispromises.Iwould'vebeentheMrs

withabigrockonmyfinger.I'dbeselectinghissuitforthedayandpreparinghislunchboxes..

Hehadalwayswantedmetobeakepthousewife,butheyI'makeptglorifiedsexslave.There's

moneyinmyaccounttobespent,letmewrapthisupngopampermyself..Nothinglikeanew

outfit,newsetofnailsandamassagetogetagirlingoodspirit..Istaremyselfinthemirrorand

saythesewordsoutloud'Iwillnotwallowinselfpity'followedbyalittlegiggle..SometimesI'm

justasillyyoungwoman.IrequestanUbertomyplaceanddecidetonapjustfor3hours

beforethebigspendingspreeI'mabouttoembarkon.Ayogurtwilldofornowafteracoupleof

minutesIretiretomybedandAssoonasmyheadhitsthepillow,it'slightsout..I'mwokenup

bymyphonevibratingnonestopundermypillow..It'sJase'Hellobitch'..'Hoewhyareyouso

scarce,Iseethissuikerpa(sugardaddy)iskeepingyoubusy'..'ThereIwasthinkingyoucalled

cozumissedyourgirlkantiuzongshumayeza'..'BitchpleasebewuzofonanininjeifIdidn'tcall

you'..'StopgrumblingmeetmeattheMallofAfricain2hours,lunchisonme'..'Aaahhhwhy

didn'tyousaysofromthestart..Ciaoseeujustnow'..GuessI'lltakeashowersoIcanfinish

quickly..Lethokuhlemtwanami,kuzolungaSisingikhulumilenoBabauvumileukuthiuyeeGoli,

uyohlalaizinyanganyanakodwauziphathekahlemybaby.Unkulunkuluuzowapholisawonke

amanxebaasenhlizweniyakho.UhambekahlekeMabasoukhumbule,uvakashaiskhashana.

NgiyakuthandaSthandwaSami..Anotherflashback!!Icannevergobackthere,notanytime

soon..Letmegetready,it'sabouttogetlitthisweekend.Imakemywaytothemallandit's

packedtothenines..'Heymoghal'hescreams'Heymoghey'wehugnhekissesmycheek..

'Aaymaarnchomiewhatisthatmanfeedingyoukanti,you'vepickedupafewkilossincelastI

sawyou'..'Jaseyouarejustbeingextranow'..Iplayfullypushhim..'yeeydon'tplaylikethat



behindthismascaranlonglashesthere'samanwithmusclesphela'Hesayswhilelaughing..

'chomietelluncleBaetohookmeupwithoneofhisfriends,uyaglower'..'Isitthedickorthe

moola'...Iblushabit'BehindthatMascaraandlonglashesthere'sagaymanwho'scapableof

gettinghisownman'..webothlaughinunison.Ihv15Ktoblowlet'sgetmoving..'Nowyou

talkingmylanguage'.WestartattheBaborbeautyspaforourMani'snpedi's..followedby..

women'ssecretforsomelingerieshopping..wemakeourwayto,YDEforfewdresses..lastlywe

hadlunchatCassaBella..wecatchedupntherewaslotsoflaughtertoo..Webideachother

farewellandwentourseparateways.ImakeamentalnotetocallmymomwhenIgethome.As

soonasmyUberdropsmeoffIspotMbusostandingbyourblockofflatsandIinstantlyget

bored.Clearlyhe'sstandingtherejusttomakeunfruitfulconversationwithme.Yazangazwhy

theseboysarewastingtheirtime.I'mnotinterestedandI'llneverbe,notinthislifetimemxm..

'KunjanNkosazana'hehasagenuinesmileonhisfaceandallIhvtosayisfewwordsorignore

himblatantlyandthatsmilewillbetemporarilywiped,ngobanjelesilimawillbebacktomorrow

withthesamestupidgrin.'KunjanMbuso'..'heyBrowaitforme'anotherfoolrushestoMbuso..

thefoolspeaksassoonashegetsclosertous..''OwkodwaBafowhyungashongokukhona

usisiomuhlekanjekulendawo'hesayswiththemostwidestsmileI'veeverseen..helooks

ridiculous..'NgiyaxolisaNkosazaneigamauSakhileI'mMbuso'scousinngijabulelaukukwazi

Nkosazaneenhle'thatwidesmileagain.Letmenotberudeespeciallyaftersuchamarvelous

dayIhad...'I'mLethokuhlepopularlyknowasOkuhlenicemeetingyou,gottarush'..Ileave

themstandingthereIdon'thavetimeforyoungboys..'YiniinkingayakhowenaSakhile'Ihear

MbusoasI'mmakingmywaytomyflatIlockupassoonasI'min..throwmyshoppingbagsin

mylittlecouchanddecidestocallmommydearest..ItringsunansweredIredialled3timesn

decidestocallagaintomorrow..Itakeadeepbreathandsigh..I'mallaloneagain..Ibinge-watch

ThebigbangtheoryandstuffmyfacewithjunktillIpassout.
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It'sSaturdaymorningandIhaveabsolutelynothingtodo..notthatIeverhaveanything

importanttodobesidesshopping,hittingthegym,sleepingandbeinganoccasionalhoe..I'm

notcomplainthoughlifehasbeenabitkindertomesincemymovetojhb.AlthoughIwasa

completemesswhenIgotherebutJasehasbeenthereeverystepoftheway..HesuggestedI

relocatetojhb,saidsomethingaboutchangeofscenerythatbringshealingtothesoul..I'll

fovererbegratefultohim.Justthenmyphonerings!..speakofthedevil..'Bitchtonightweare

turningupandI'mnottakingnoforananswer'..hesextraandverylively,what'snew..'uumI

think'..Hecutsmeoff..'listengetready8pmxapThulaniandIarepickingyouupandlook

supersexy,notthatyoustruggleinthatdepartment.Ciao'..justlikethathehangsup..Idecide

tothoroughlycleanmyflatandcookapropermealforachange..Idialedmommydearestand

itstillgoesunanswered..opttosendheamessagedeclaringmyloveandhowmuchImiss

them..Fewminuteslatersherepliesonmysmssomethingaboutbeingcaughtupatchurch

choirpractice..Atleastshestillremembersherphone..I'llcallherlaterorSundayafternoon..I

getbusyby2pmI'mdoneandIhittheshower,eatandrest.PartyingwithJaseequalszero



sleepImightaswellsleepnow..Setmyalarmfor6pmanddriftofftosleep..Thatalarmagain

geez!!Iwakeupandtakeaverylongbathby7pmI'mdoneandsearchingforanoutfitfor

tonight..Isettleforablackformaljumpsuitandgoldstilletos,goldclutchbag..Makeupon

fleek..I'mreadytogo..By7:50Jasecallstheyareoutside..Imakemywaytothemnmy

mogheylooksonpoint..Hehugsnkissesmeonthecheekcomplimentsareexchanged..Jase

andThulaniaresittingatthebackofthisMercedes-AMGGT4-doorcouple..Thecoupleisin

theirownlovenestandI'mhavingalightconversationwiththedriverwho'sThulani'sfriend

namedKabelo..He'stoosnobbishformyliking..He'skindacuteandhissenseofhumorison

anotherlevel..WehitKatzy'sliveRosebank..Weenjoyawonderfulmealandcocktailsstart

flowing..I'mgladthisKabeloguyisnotmakinganyadvancesonme..He'sveryopenand

tonighthejustwantedabreatherfromhispregnantbullywife..11pmandtheplacestarts

buzzing..Wedanceanddrinkthenightaway4am.Wedecidetocallitanightordaylolcallit

whatever..TheydropoffmyplaceandthisKabelodudewalksmeintomyflatassoonasIget

inheleaves..I'mlekkadrunknsexuallyrubbingmywalltryingtofindthelightsswitch..I'm

gigglingandsingingfinallythere'sthelightswitch..SoonasIpressittheroomgetsbrightand

thereheissittingbarechestedonmycouch..He'sstaringatmecoldlyandsippinginthat

whisky.I'mrootedonthatspot.MylipsaresuddenlydryandI'minstantlysober..Waithowdid

hegetintomyflat..Isn'thesupposetobeoutoftownforthenext5daysorso..Allthese

questionsbutmythroatissuddenlydryandIcan'tevenutteroneword
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'Comehere'thatvoicesendsshiversdownmyspine..Iremainrootedinthatposition..'kuhle,

comehere'herepeatsandjustlikeagoodgirlImoveintohisdirection..I'mwalkingslowlynot

toosurewhatawaitsmefromthatcouch..'Sithere'hepatshislap..I'mhesitant..'shouldI

repeatmyself'..Isitonhislapinaspeedoflight..Hegrabsmywaistandtracekissesonmy

exposedshoulder..SoyoumisbehavewhenI'moutofsight.'nomyfriendjustdecided'..He

shutsmeupwithaveryseductiveandhungrykiss..Itastethatexpensivewhiskeyonhislips..'I

askeddoyoumisbehavewhenI'maway'..'NoIjustwentoutwithfriendsfordrinks,funwashad

andwelosttrackoftime'..'Owreallynow'..helooksatmeintenselyandshakeshishead..He

traceshisfingersonmybareshoulder."YouseekuhleI'mnaturallyaverygenerousmanbutI'm

alsoselfish..asgenerousasIamthereareparticularthingsthatIdon'twanttoshare"..hesays

withaverysternvoice..Heunzipsmyjumpsuitnordersmetostandnstripslowlyforhim..This

wholetimeI'mseductivelystrippingwhilehewatchesme.Hecommandsmetobringthatsmall

backontopofthecounternIoblige..'Openthebag'IfollowtheinstructionandIcan'thidethe

shocktothesightofthebagscontents.."Bringthosecuffsandthatfloggerwhiphere""Owand

thatlubricant"hecommands..Atthisinstantthere'snotraceofalcoholinmysystemthat'show

soberIamrightnow..IfollowinstructionandasI'mabouttoreachthecouchhestandsup

makeshiswaytothebedroom"followmemissK,wetakingthistothebedroom"Isheepishly

followhim,waithowdoesheknowwhichbedroomI'musing..Istayinthe2bedroomflateven

thoughI'mnotsharing.Iassumedsinceit'shisfirsttimeinthisflathe'llaskmebutitseems



likeheknowshiswayaroundthisflat..Veryconfusing..Igetinandheisalreadyleftinhis

boxer.."Takeoffyourshoes,givemethoseitemsandclimbthebed"butwhyishestanding

nexttothebedthough,IdoasinstructednnowI'monlyleftwithmythongandbra.."kneelon

thebedformeMissK"..Wooowwwwhatgameisthismanplayingat..Ifolloworders..Putyour

handsbehindyourhead..IobligeandIfeelthiscoldmetalonmywristinablinkofaneyeI'm

cuffed,onmykneesnheisbehindme.."TodayI'mgonnalaysomegroundrulesandIexpect

youtofullyfollowthemoryou'llbeseverelypunished.InodnIfeelasharpstingonmyass..I'm

closetotearsandwithoutanywarningasecondstrikelandsuponmyass.""Thispussyismine

andminealone,theclubbingwillbminimizedandwhentheclockstrikes12you'llbsafely

tuckedinbed,meaningnopartyingtillearlyhoursofthemorning..areweclear"Inodhe's

uncuffingmenow..JustbeforeIcouldcatchmybreathheflipsmeover..I'mlayingonmyback

heripsthethong,spreadmythighsnheburieshisheadinthere..Helicksmylabiagentlyn

blowsairinmyvagina.Histonguehasfoundmyclitorisandhislipsarerubbingonmylabia

..imgaspingnmoaning..Hemoveshistonguedeepintomylovenestandhisindexandthumb

arerubbingonmylabianclitsincircularmotion..I'mmoaningnownbeforeIknowhisuphe

removeshisboxersntherestandhismagicstick..Iwanthiminmerightnow..Hegetsontop

ofmenwithoutanywarningheramsintome..MygaspismetbyhiskissandallIdoismoanin

hismouth..HestartsmovingandIjoinhisrhythmandwedancetoourowntune..Ifeelmyself

buildingbutthenhestops..Hegetsoffmeandpullmebymyhand..I'mfacinghimandhepicks

meupmylegsarewrappedaroundhiswaistandhewalksustothewall..Withoutanywarning

heisinagain..Hepinsmetothewallnhefucksmehard..He'sengravinghisdickonmywomb

nowthat'showdeepheisnow..Ifeelmyselfapproachingclimaxandhewalksusbackintothe

bed..Heturnsmeover,chestdownassup..That'showhewantsmenow..I'mscreamingn

singingpraisesrightnowbutthemanisonthemissiontoravishmypussy..Iscreamandcome

sohard..Mylegsareshaking..Heturnsmeoverandmylegsareoverhisshouldersnow..He

ramsintomeandfucksmelikethere'snotomorrowafterwhatseemstobforever..Ifeelhis

musclesstiffensandjustlikethathereleaseallhisloadsinme.Icouldcthesunrayscoming

through..Hegetsupfindsatowelwipesme,leavestheroomIheartheshowerrunningandjust

asI'mabouttodriftofftolalaland..Hebudgesintheroomgetsinbedpullsmylegstotheedge

ofthebed..Lordhvmercyhishardagain..Hesmashintomeagain..
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Icanhearmyphoneringingfromafar..Itryliftingmyheadbutgiveuponthefourthtry,whoever

iscallingmighthavetocallagain.I'maloneinmybed,wonderwhendidheleave..I'mpressedI

hvnochoicebuttogetup..IdashtothebathroommybodyfeelslikeIwasranoverbyatrain,

let'snotevengetstartedonmyNana.Ifillthebathtubandsoakmyself.Itallstartedaftermy

arrivalhereinJhb.JasetookmeinandorganizedajobinPiccoloMondoSandtonrestaurant..I

enjoyedmywaitressingdaysthere,keptmymindofthings.ItwasjustanormaldaywhenI

servedthisverycharmingman,butImesseditupbytrippingnspillingcoffeeonhisexpensive

suit.ClumsymeIapologizedrepeatedlyandheseemsamusedbyallthis.Mymanager



intervenedandapologizedonmybehalf.Hejustaskedtobeexcusedandleft.Mymanager

calledmeinandgavememy1stwrittenwarning,standardprocedure.SamedayIknockedoff

andthesamemanIaccidentallyspilledcoffeeon,claimedheiswaitingformeanddemandsa

properapology.Iwassodefeatedcouldthisdaybeanyworse.HedemandedIjoinhiminhiscar

andhe'snottakingnoforananswer..Canyoubelievethismaneventhreatenedtogetmefired

ifIdon'tjoinhim..LikeanaiveschoolgirlIjoinedhim,hedrovetothenearestpark.Fearstarted

creepingthisishowpeoplegetrapedkilledndumpedbinthebushesordams.Guesshesensed

thatcozhestartedtheignitionanddroveintothenearestgarage."Wouldyoulikesomethingto

eat"thatwasunexpected.Thoughthe'dlecturemeaboutmyclumsynessandhowIruinedhis

expensivesuit.Clearlyhe'sloadedjudgingbythecarhedrives,theplaceshedinesinandthat

colognescreamsexpensivenje..Youseenotjustanyonecanafforda3coursemealfrommy

placeifwork...."wherewillyouliketoitMiss"...Ilaughoutloud,isheseriousvele..Bathong!!

He'slookingatmeclearlyexpectingananswer.."I'mnotreallythathungry"Ireplyembarrassed

bymysuddenoutburstoflaughter..."Areyoucertainmiss"he'slookingatme,andIcan'tget

overthisformalityyaboMiss.."I'mdefinitelynothungry".."GuessI'lldropyouoffatyourplace

then"..Isthismanforrealrightnow.."Noneedtoworry,I'msorryonceagainforaccidentally

spillingcoffeeonyouthismorning"."I'mnotusuallythisclumsyIhopeyou'llacceptmysincere

apology"..He'samusedbyallthis,Icantell.."Ifyouallowmetodropyouoffhome,thenI'll

sincerelyforgiveyou"..IfinallyaccepthisoffercomfortedbythefactthatJaseisathome..He

won'tevengetanywherewithmeifhetriesanythingfunny.Hedroppedmeoffandfromthat

dayonwards..Heforcefullybecamemychaufferafterwork..Ibecamesocomfortablearound

him,heenjoyedlisteningtomebabblingaboutmydayandmyroommate..wehadcasualdates..

Evenconsidereddatingonceagainbuthewasn'taboutthatlife,fewmonthsdownthelinehe

camewithacontract..ToldmetohvalookatitandwheneverI'mreadytoaccepthisofferwe

cangoindetailinregardstothetermsandconditionsofthecontract.AsmuchasmeandJase

areopentowardseachother,thisIkeptfromhim.That'showitallbeganthenatureofour

relationshipI'maglorifiedPaidsexslaveandhefinancesmylifestyle..Iresignedfromthe

restaurant,movedintomyownflatandyesthecontractrequiresmetobphysicallyfithencethe

gym.I'malwaysavailablewheneverheneedsme..Besidesthefactthathe'sabusinessman

andhisdickofcoursethere'snothingmorethatIknowabouthim.Thewaterisicecoldnow

justthenmyphoneringsdisturbingmefromthesethoughtsthatseemedtohavetakenoverme.

Igetup,dryandpullthegownhangingbythedoor...whoeveriscallingisverypersistent,it

stopsringingassoonasIreachforit..Haaibo8missedcallsfrommymom..Thiswomannever

callsI'malwaystheonedoingthehonours..It'sringingagain.."MaKhumalo,kunjan"..

LethokuhleyouneedtogethomebeforeFriday..thisweekendkuzobekunomhlanganoand

umayelananawe..Angekengixoxekonkeefonini..Fikasizokhulumakahle"(youneedtoget

homebeforeFriday,thisweekendthere'sameetingconcerningyou..Ican'tgointodetailsover

thephone.Everythingwillbediscussedwhenyougethere)..Andjustlikethatshehangsup..

Wonderwhat'sthatallabout..Godafter2fullyearsI'llhavetogobacktoverulamTownshipin

Mpumalanga..I'mdreadingtheweekend



Insert8

LastnightIsleptwithaheavyheart..Ishouldconsiderdoingsomethingwithmylife,studyingor

startingupasmallbusiness..Ineedtoblowoffsomesteamandgymismyanswer..Igetup

prepareandleavemyflat..Aftermygoodsession..IgopassAroniadayspaandtreatmentby

thetimeIleave,I'msorelaxedIfeellikeabrandnewperson.I'mheadedtomyflatandIcould

reallyuseagoodnaproundaboutnow..stillhauntedbythethoughtofgoingback

home..Wonderwhatcouldbesourgentndiscreet..Homesweethome..Ithrowmygymbagon

thecouchandIcollapsenexttoit..WaitIremembervividlyfallingasleeponthecouch..When

didIgetintomybed..IfeelfootstepsapproachingandI'mshitscaredtoevenliftmyhead..A

familiarscentfillstheroom"Iknowyouareawake,getupweneedtotalk"..Isitupandhe

doesn'tlookpleasedbymypresence.."whyareyousocareless"..Iknowwhathe'sreferringto

butI'munsurewhethertoreplyorjustremainmute.."AmItalkingtomyself".."Doyouknowthe

gravedangeryousubjectyourselftowithyourcarelessness".."Okuhle"thatcommandingtone..

OmGcanthegroundswallowmethisinstant.."someonecould'vewalkedinhereandtake

advantageofyou,someonecould'vetouchedmy"..Okayhishandsareshakingnow.Waitwhat's

wrongwiththisman..I'veneverseenthissideofhim..Hesitsontheedgeofthebedandhis

rubbinghisfaceandhead..Heloosenshistienremaininthatposition..WhatdoIdowithA

maninhisposition..TheonlythingIcouldthinkofisseducinghimandlethimblowsome

steam..Nomancouldeversaynotosexright..Igetupslowlyandseductivelymodelmyway

towardshim..Itrytouchinghimandheliftshisfacelooksatme..Getsupandjustlikethathe

walksoutoftheflatintohiscaranddrivesoff..IstandatmydoorandIsuddenlyfeelsodown,

sosad..I'monthevergeofcryingwhenMbusoapproachesme..Hesmilesandjustlikeany

otherdayhepolitelygreets"SawubonaNkosazana"..Ijustattackhimwithahugandtearsjust

flowsfreelyfrommyfacehefirstpatsmyback,probablynottoosurewhethertocomfortmeor

pullaway..HeslowlytriestopullwayandIhangonfordearlife..NoIcan'tberejectedby2man

inoneday..Thisistoomuch,IstartsobbinghefullyandfreelyholdsmeandIletitallout..Icry

sohard,don'tknowifI'mcryingforBraMuzi,mypastpainsorforwhatawaitsmeathome..

He'sshushingme,shamepoorguydoesn'tevenknowthereasonbehindmymisery.Heholds

metillI'mcalmandIletgo..He'slookingatmewithaworriedface..Ilookathimandshyly

smile..Wtfiswrongwithme,pullyourselftogetherbiggirlsdon'tcry..Myfavoritepickmeup

lineandjustlikethat..I'mallgoodthesunwillshineagainandIwillsmile.."NgiyabongaMbuso,

ungakhathazekingam..It'sthattimeofthemonthandI'malittleemotional"Ilieandleavehim

therelookinglookingpuzzledthanbefore..IlockassoonasI'minmyflat,shuuuit'sgonnabea

longweek..Theemotionsareatdisplay,don'tthinkI'mreadytogobackhome..NotftertheMini

breakdownIjusthad..Istuffmyselfwithjunk..I'manemotionaleaterifitwasn'tforthegym..I

decidetobingewatchThe100..Must'vefallenasleep,whocouldbeknockingatmydooratthis

ungodlyhourit's2:23am..IpeepthroughthedoorholeandIdon'tbelievemyeyes..Iopenthe

door"Muzi"
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Heattacksmewithakiss.There'ssomethingdifferentinthewayhekissesmetonightor

shouldIsaythismorning..It'snotthathungerlustykissthatwealwayshave..He'spassionate,

there'semotionsinvolved..Thisissodifferentsowarm,solovely..Heclosesandlocksthe

door..Heholdsmeabittootightandkissesmeslowlyandpassionately..Hepicksmeupand

walksmetomybedroom..Helaysmegentlyandkissesmelikehislifedependsonit..Hetakes

ofmynightieandI'minmybirthdaysuit"seemslikeyouwerereadyforme"goodthingIgot

thatbrazillianwaxatthespatoday..He'ssopassionateandtakinghistimewithme..Hekisses

mesotenderlyandpassionately..Hishandsarerubbingmeallover..Hestartsbysuckingmy

onebreastwhilehisotherhandismassagingsensuallytheothertwin..He'sinnorush..He

traceskissesallthewaydowntomytummy..HegoesallthewaydowntomyNana..Shithis

tonguemakesit'smyparadise..Hekisseslicks,sucksandnibbleonitwithhislips..Herepeats

theprocess..I'mapantingmessImovesmyhipstohisrhythm..He'stonguedeepinthere

doingitlikewehaveallthetimeintheworld..I'montheedge.."cumformebaby"andIobligeby

screaminghisnameandallmyjuicesareflowingfreely..Hedoesn'tstopheeatsmeupand

licksmeclean..Hegetsbehindmeliftsuponelegandhe'sinme..Hemovessoslowincircular

motions,nibblingonmyneck..Hisotherhandisrubbingmytemple..Hedoesn'tincreasehis

pace.He'sgrindingonmeslowlywithsomuchpassion..Imovewithhisrhythmandwedance

toourowntune..Ifeelanorgasmbuildingup..I'montheedgeagain..ThesensationhisDick

andfingersaregivingmeistoomuchnow..Hewhispersagain"cumfordaddybaby"andbifall

apartagain..Hefollowsrightafterme.."Iloveyou"I'mtooweakandtootiredtoreply..Hegets

up..Wellwhatsnewhe'sgonnawashallmyscentfromhimandleavelikeheusuallydoes..

WhatwasIexpecting..Hecomesbackwithawarmtowelwipesmeclean..Hegetsbehindme..

"turnaroundKuhle"..Ifacehim.."Layyourheadonmychest"..Idon'tevenprotestbutfollow

orders..Icouldbewrongbutwearehavingamomenthere..Letmeenjoyitwhileitlasts..We

arecuddlingfortheveryfirsttimesincethisarrangementstarted..He'sbrushingmyback..His

heartbeatismylullaby..Idriftofftolala-land..I'mawakeandthesunisshinningthroughthe

room..Waitwhattimeisit..There'sset'sofhandsaroundme..NowIrememberfallingasleep

onhischest..Itrytoescapehisembracebuthepullsmecloserandhemumblesomethingin

hissleep..I'mpressedandneedthebathroomasap..IgetoffhisembraceslowlyandIdashto

thebathroom..Idothewholehygienicthingthendecidestomakehimbreakfast..Idothewhole

Englishbreakfast..NowI'mundecidedwhethertoservehiminbedorwaittillhisup..We've

neverspentthenighttogether..Healwaysdoeswhathewants,showersandleaves..Wakingup

aloneinhotelshasbecomeanormtome..It'salmost11amandIdecidetotakeabath..I'll

warmthefoodwhenhegetsup..Ifillthebathtubandsoakmyselfin..Thisishowitusedtobe

backtheninVerulam withwhoIthoughtwastheloveofmylife..Iusetofallasleeponhis

chestandwakeuptohisembrace..Wewouldtalkaboutourfutureplansandlaughtillearly

hoursofthemorning..Hewasmyhighschoolsweetheartandmyfirstineverything..Mmlife

wasatotalblissbackthen.."pennyforyourthoughts"..I'mbroughtbacktoearthbyhisdeep

mellowvoice.."aahnothingtoworryabout"..Ireply"there'sdefinitelysomethingtoworryabout

cozI'vebeenstandinghereforthelast10minutesandyoudidn'tevenacknowledgemy



presence".."Imadebreakfast,wasn'tsurewhetheryou'dbepleasedhavingitinbed,soIopted

towaittillu".."ChangingthesubjectIsee"..He'stotallyrightbutIdon'towehimany

explanation.."ThisweekendIwon'tbeavailable,myparentswantmehome".."Noproblem"he

replies.."Yousoundsodisappointed".."don'tflatteryourself,nowmoveletmejoinyou"..He

getsbehindmeandstartswashingmyback.."kuhleIwasthinkingtomaybemoveyoutoa

biggerapartmentorbuyyouahouse".."I'llneedananswerfromyousometimenextweekso

youneedtodecidewhichoptionsuitsyoubest"..Idon'tseeaproblemwiththisflatwhythe

suddenchangenow..ButIdon'tvoicemyopinion.."I'llhaveananswerforyounextweek".."

ThinkImightleaveThursdaymorning".."Noyou'llleaveFridaymorning,I'llhaveoneofmyguys

todropyouoffathomeandfetchyouSundayafternoon"..Bathong!!What'swrongwiththis

manvele.."don'tworryaboutme,I'llbefineusingpublictransport"..Sohethinksbyspendinga

nighthehasarighttodictatemylife.."mydecisionisfinallittlemiss,Ican'taffordtohaveyou

blackingoutinpublic"...Iknowexactlywhathemeans"lookKuhlewhenyoubackI'lltakeyou

toseeatherapist".."Idon'tneedatherapist,I'mperfectlyfine!"Ishout..Heseemsunbothered

bymylittletantrum..wecontinuebathingandwhenwedone..Igrabaropeandwarmourfood..

Weeatincomfortablesilence..Hekeepsstealingglancesatmeandshakeshisheadinthe

process..Iwanthimoutofmyflatalready..Hetakeshiscarkeys.Pecksmylips.."You'llseeA

therapistandthat'sfinal"withthatsaidheleaves..I'mfumingandIthinkgymwilltakemymind

ofthings..Imakethebed,washthedishesandtakemygymbag..Afteranhoursession,I'm

thinkingTherapydoesn'tsoundsobadafterall
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IhangaroundthemallandgetfewitemsforMommydearestandmydad..BythetimeI'mdone

it'spast5pm..letmecallJase"Bitch,haven'theardfromyousincetheturnup"..Hisenergyison

anotherlevel.."sityourasshome,I'mcomingthrough"..WiththatsaidIhangupandrequestan

Uber..IcoulddefinitelyaffordacarbutI'menjoyingbeingchauffeuredaround..Iburgeinand

thismanisparadingaroundinhisbirthdaysuit.."aahsies"Iclosemyeyes.."sorryhoneybutI

don'tswingthatway"..myeyesarestillcovered"Jeezcoverupwillyou"..Ihearswift

movementsandhe'sbackwearingsweatpantsthatexposesallhispackage,gottasaytheman

isgifted..Imakemywaytothefridgeandpourjuice..Isitonthekitchencounterandwatchhim

makingmagiconthatstove..Thearomaisenoughtoawakenthehunger.."outwithit,what's

botheringyou"..IsighJaseknowsmetoowell.."IgotacallfromMaKhumalo,there'safamily

meetingandmypresenceisrequired".."MaKhumalocouldn'tevengivemetheheadsupover

thephone,shesayswe'lldiscussthedetailswhenIgethome"..He'slooksgenuinelyconcerned

now.."Dolldoyouwantmetoaccompanyyou"..HeknowsthestateIwasinwhenIarrivedhere..

"screwthat,I'mcomingwithyou"..dramaticasalways.."don'tworryguessthisissomethingIhv

todoonmyown".."can'trunawayfrommydemonsforeveryouknow".."besidesIthinkI'llget

closureonceandforall"..Isighheavily"youknowI'ddropeverythingjusttobetherewithyou,

right"..He'sthesweetestandtheonlyfriendIhv.."whenareyouplanningongoingbackhome"..

Iask"assoonasthatdevilsagentdies"..Ilookathimandwebothburstwithlaughter..



"verulam,screwedusboth"Isay.."noitscrewedyoudoll,I'mstillincontactwithmymom".."we

videocallandIsendhermoney".."thatbastardstillblamesherformygayness,Ididn'taskforit

youknow".."I'vealwaysbeengayandthatfatefulday"..Hesighs"Hecanjumptothenearest

cliffforallIcare"..Irememberthatfatefulday,wewerecelebratinghis21stbirthday..Itwas

suchajoyfulday...DrinkswereflowingandJasecamewithhisvarsityfriendsfromwits..His

dadcaughthimkissingthisoneboyandallhellbrokeloose..Hebeathimtoapulpand

disownedhim..hewasdischargedfromthehospitalafter5days,packedupandmovedtojhb

permanentlyluckilyhehadabursaryanditsponsoredeverythingfromaccommodationtofees..

HewaiteredtablesandafterhisgraduationlandedhimselfagoodpayingjobatPfizer..My

chomarighthereisaqualifiedBiochemist.."wonderwhatthismeetingisallabout"..There'sthis

uneasyfeelingIgeteverytimeIthinkofit.."fewmoredaystheyou'llknowDoll"he'sdishingup

forthebothofus.."whenlastdidyouseeThulani"..Ipry.."he'sprobablyonhiswayaswe

speak"..Wuutheregoesmysleepover.."Don'tbedramatic,yourroomisstillunoccupied"..Ishe

outofhismind"Neverafterwhatyouguyssubjectedmeto,thatmomentispermanently

engravedinmymind"..Helaughsoutloud"thatiswhatyougetfromnotknocking,Iseethat

habithasn'tdied..Thewayujustbudgedinhereearlier"reallynow"seeingyouparadingis

nothingcomparedtoseeingyoupinneddownwiththedickonyourass".."Icouldn'tsleepfor

daysafterthatsight"..He'slaughinglikethere'snotomorrow..Ijustlethimbe.."youknowBra

Muziwantstomovemetoabiggerapartmentorbuymeahouse,I'mstillundecided"..

"WhooooBitchyoumustbedishingthatcookierealgoodMos".."GetahouseDollimagineall

thepartieswe'llbethrowinginthere".."soonasyougetbackfromhome,wehousehunting"..My

goodnesswhatdidIgetmyselfinto..OnethingiscertainI'lldefinitelyenjoyhousehuntingwith

Jase..WeeatingandhavingniceconversationmostlyaboutourmemoriesbackatVerulam

township..Ifsomeonewould'vetoldmeI'dbelivingitupinthebigcity,havingnofinancial

stress..I'dlaughatthem..Ididn'tevenseemyselfgoingbeyondMiddleburg..Ihadallmylife

plannedout..Cooking,cleaning,ironingandfixingsupperlaterformyhusbandandkidswasall

thatI'veplannedandinspiredtobe..Ialreadyhadtheloveofmylifeandthat'sallweevertalked

about..Heseemedpleasedwiththatlifeaswell,orsoIthought..DaysaregettingcloserandI'm

dreadinggoingbackhome..WearedoneeatingandIUbermyselfbacktomyplace..Jase

insistedIsleepoverbutIneededsomefreetimetodigestwhatawaitsmebackhome..Itext

JaseuponmyarrivalandlockupassoonasI'min..Wouldn'twantMrwhotohaveafit,sincehe

hasthistendencyofcomingandgoingasheplease..I'mtootiredtoevenbathtonight..Ithrow

myselfinmybedandit'slightsoutforme
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Can'tbelieveit'sFridayalready..Mychaufferwillbhereat10amcourtesyfromtheMr..Ipacka

smallbagsinceI'llbstaying3daysonly..Myphonerings.."Bitchwantedtowishyouasafetrip,

I'llcheckuponyoulater"..ain'thethesweetest.."I'msonotreadyforallthis,guessthetimehas

cometodealwithmydemonsheadon"..Isigh.."YouarestrongerthanyouthinkDoll,can't

reallytalknow..I'llcallyoulater..Takecare"hehangsup..It's7:30am..Icleanmyflatandby



8:45amItakeabath..9:30I'mdressingupandI'mnotevenhungryfewminuteslater..My

chaufferpicksmeup..He'snotreallymuchofatalker..Theonlytimehesaidsomethingtome

waswhenheaskedformyhomeaddress,heputsittheGooglemapsandtakesoff..Thisis

gonnabealongdrive..Imlisteningtomusicthroughmyheadsetsandcheckingonsocial

media..Afteranhourorsoofdriving..HepullsuptoaNandosdrivethruadordersfortheboth

ofus..I'mimpressedwithhischoiceoforder..Hepullsupontheparkinglotandparks..Idon't

evenaskanyquestions,he'seating..Istuffmyfacewithmediterraneansalad,chickenbreast

filletwrapandit'sgoingdownrealnicewiththiscranberryjuice..He'sdoneeatingbuthe'sstill

parked..AssoonasI'mdonehetakesthetakeawaybagsanddisposetheminthetrash..He

comesbacklooksatmeintherearviewmirrorandsmiles..Justlikethatweoffagain..I'mso

fullandsleepy..Ijustlieatthebackseat..He'spattingmeonmyshoulder.."wearehereMam"..

DamnImust'vedozzedofftheentiretrip..Wearereallyherenothinghaschangedthatmuch

expectthepainting..Itakemybag,bidthegentlemangoodbyeandImakemywayin..The

kitchendooriswideopenandIcansmellmymom'sscones..Ihalfrunthroughthedoorand

theresheisMaKhumalojustlikehowIrememberherwithherwidehips,thickarmsandinthat

apron.."MaKhumalo"..SheturnsaroundandsmilesrevealingherColgatesmileandonedimple..

She'sstillbeautifulandaginggracefully.."OwMtwanam"..Shepullsmetoherandgivesmeone

ofherbonecrushinghugs..DoessherealizeIcoulddiefromthisembrace..Shefinallylet'sme

goandhertearsarerunningfreelyfromherface..I'msoemotionalrightnow.."Imissedyouso

much,can'tbelieveyouarereallyhere".."Thesearetearsofjoy,thecityissogoodtoyou..You

areglowingmybaby"..I'mspeechlessrightnow.."BabauLethokuhleusefikile"...Goseeyour

Dadhe'llnevercomehere..Somethingswillneverchangehe'sstillattachedtothatcouchand

I'msurehe'swatchingsomesportchannel..Imakemywaytothelivingroom..Wehavenew

couchandahugeassplasmaTVthat'smountedtothewallnow..Theroomdividerisgone..

Nice.."Baba"..Helooksatmeandopenshisarmsforme..Iruntohisembracelikehowidid

wheneverhecamehomefromwork.."LelekaBaba"..Irollmyeyes"reallynowdad,I'magrown

womannow..Thepetnamesmuststop".."you'llalwaysbemylittleLelejustsouknow,you'llbe

50withyourgrandkidsandI'llstillcallyouLele"..KodwaMtungwa.."youaretryingtosoftenme

upanditwon'twork,youcancallallmyclannamesbutyou'llalwaysremainmylittleLele"..I

surrendernow.."Thecityistreatingyougood,you'vepickedupweightandglowing".."whatisit

againthatyoudoingthere"..Herewegoagain,nofatherwantstohear,Hisdaughteris

prostitutingherselfevenIfitmeanstojustoneman..SoIlie"I'manofficeAdminatsome

company,it'snotagoodpayingjobbutitgetsmeby"..Godwillforgivemeforthisone.."You

stillstayingwiththatboy,what'shisnameagainSkhumbuzo"..SeemslikeI'dbelyingtillIgo

backtomyplace"YeboBaba,weareflatmates..Itmakeslifeabiteasiersincewearesharing

therent"..LolJasewillhaveafit,hehatesthatSkhumbuzo'snamewithpassion...Atschoolhe

preferredtobecalledbyhisothernameJason..thatshowJasecameabout,it'sshortforJason..

"Tellmethatboyhasn'tlefthisnonsenseevennow"..thenonsenseishimbeinggay,that'show

myfatherandtherestoftheeldergenerationcallsit..Asifyouchoosebeinggay.."uhhmm

BabaIdon'tthinkhe'sfakingit,hewasbornthat"..."yeeyyeeyuMahlanguangakuzwa

ukhulumakanjalo"(MrMahlangumustneverhearyousayingthatabouthisson).."Nowthat

youarehere,makeyourfathertea..Andrelieveyourmomfromherduties"..WeeeeeIhaven't



evensatdownnowImustbedomesticated..Igotomyroomputmybagdown..Changeinto

leggingsandbigT.Shirt..Imakedadhisteawithscones.."Daddyhowmanyspoonsofsugar!"..

Ishoutfromthekitchen"Lelebringthatsugarbowlhereandmytea,iyagangalengane"..LolI

knewitthatmanandsugar..Imakeformomaswellandservethem..Idecidetomakebeef

stew,pap,spinachandcoleslawontheside...I'mdonecookingin1hour30min..Idishupfor

theparentsandservethem..ImakemywaytothekitchenandIdon'tbelievemyeyes.."Bhuti

Siphiwe"..Waitwhat'sgoingonhere
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Siphiwe:"Don'tjuststandtherecomegiveyourbrothersomelove"..Ithrowmyselfinhisbulky

arms..It'sonlybeen2years,butthismanlookslikehe'sbeenlivinginthegym..Guessthis

meetingit'smoreseriousthanIthought..

Siphiwe:"snortyfacelookhowgrownyouare,Jhbistreatingyougoodneh"..Ifrownheknows

howmuchIhatethatname..

Okuhle:"Bhutinotthatname,thoughtwewerepassedthatstagenow",Doyouknowwhatthis

meetingisabout"..Ipry.Onlyhecanbehonestwithme..

Siphiwe:"Sotheparentsdidn'tinformyou,thisistotalbullshit..Thoughtyouwereonboardwith

thiswholething..Iwantedtogiveuapieceofmymind..LetmesortthiswithDadfirst"..There's

nowayinhellI'mallowingthisbloodyshamofnonsensetooccur,notonmywatch"...Hewalks

awayleavingmeevenmoreconfused..WhatthehelldidhemeanbyI'monboardwiththis

nonsense..JustthenmymomcallsmetohelpherwithsomethingintheirBedroom..Iwalk

pastthelivingroomandthetensionistoomuch..Mybrotherlookslivid..guessI'llonlyknow

tomorrowbecauseMaKhumalowillnevertellmeanything..Notevenaminutewithmymomand

IcanhearmybrotherandFatherarearguingoversomething..Mybrotherhasneverraisedhis

voicewhenaddressingmyfather..ItrytoleavebutmymotherinsistIstayrighthere..Hervoice

issternandsheseemsunbotheredbythecommotionintheotherroom..Ihearthedoor

bangingandmyfathercussing..Wtf!!Iretiretomybedroomtosleep..ClearlyI'mnotgonnaget

answerstonight..Iwonderwhatgotmybrothersoworkedup..Wedidn'tevencatchup..Iupdate

Jaseoneverythingsincemyarrival,he'sjustaspuzzleasIam..Tomorrowallthismysteryshall

berevealed..I'mwokenupat5amthenextday..Mommywantsmetohelphercleanupand

cook..I'mtootiredtoevenargueandcomplain..Thiswomanwillthrowthelazycardonme..

She'smostlycookingandbarkingorders..Lethudothis,dothat..Cleanhere,dustthere..Can

thisdayendalready..AaghhMaanI'msodonewiththisdayalready..It'salmost7amwhenmy

auntZanelearrives..She'sululatingfromthegateandshouting"kwakuhlekwethu"..I'mdone

withmychores..AllIwannadoisBATHandsleep..I'mnotevenhungrythat'showtiredIam..

She'scomesstraighttomeandgivesmethewarmesthugever..She'skissingmeallovermy

faceandgoingonabouthowproudsheisofme..Thisonehasalwaysbeenextra



AuntZanele:"Truelovealwaysprevailsmychild,Iknewhewouldn'tstayawayforever..Yabona

wenaufuzemina(youtakeafterme)..Yourunclealsoleftmebutlatercamebackrunning..No

onecanresistallthis..She'spointingherhipsandbigbums..LolLordknowswhatshe's

blabberingabout..Shejoinsmymomnclearlytheyareplanningoncookingupastorm..

AuntZanele:"Leleyoushouldtakeabathsolong,I'mcomingtogiveyoutips..I'mtakingthis

uponmyself..Asyoucanseeyourmotherisgoodincookingandbaking..MinakeLele..I'mthe

JackofalltradesandIexcelinthebedroom..AskyourUncle"..

MaKhumalo:"hhayZanelestoptalkingnonsenseyou'llpollutemydaughtersheadwithyour

filthyways"

AuntZanele:"Poluttewho,thisoneisgettingit.Lookatthosehipsandclearlythejoburgguys

arehittinggood..Ioncehadaboyfriendfromjhb..Heeyiithatguy"

MaKhumalo:"Babygobathandstoplisteningtothisnonsense","wena"shepointsatmyaunt..

"I'lldealwithyoulater"..Mom'ssuchapartypopper,Iwantedtohearmoreaboutthisguy..He

probablykinkiylikebraMuzi..Can'timaginemyaunthandcuffedonthebed..LolIgobathand

assoonasI'mdone..I'morderedtostayinmyroomapparentlymycousinPhumiisalreadyon

herway..I'mmorethanhappytoremaininmyroom..I'mchattingtoJaseandupdatinghim,no

actuallyI'mcomplainingaboutalltheslaveryI'vebeensubjectedtofrom5am..He'slaughing

andIdon'tseemtobefindinghumorinallthis..There'saknockonmydoorandItellwhoever

tocomein..I'msohappytoseeher..Webothscreamandhug..She'slostsomuchweightsince

thelasttimeIsawher..Won'tevenaskshe'sprobablyonthisBantingfrenzythat'stakenthe

worldbystorm..Soonaswesettle..Shetalks

Phumi:IthoughteverythingwasgoingwellforyouinJozi

Okuhle:Ofcoursecuz..Thingsaregoingprettywellforme

Phumi:"Thenexplaintomehowcouldyoubesodesperatetoagreetothismadness,Imean

afterallthatheputyouthroughLele..Abandoningyou,turningyouintothetownshipslaughing

stalk..LeleexplaintomewhattypeofdesperationwilldriveyouintomarryingSmanga"..Iswear

myearsaredeceivingme..Thewallsareclosinginonme..Mychestfeelscloggedallofthe

sudden..Mylungsarefailingme..I'mstrugglingtobreath..Itrytogetup..Theroomis

spinning.."Kuhle,Kuhle!!!"..Shesoundssofaraway.."Mamncane!!!"she'sshouting..That'sthe

lastthingIhearbeforemyheadhitstheground
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I'mslowlyregainingconsciousness..There'scommotionaroundme..Everythingishappeningin

slowmotion..Myvisionisstillabitblurry..Itryliftingmyheadbutit'sheavy..I'vegotmothersof

allmigraines..



Phumi:"Leleyouareawake,thankGod..Yougavemesuchafright"..

MaKhumalo:"uzizwanjanimybaby"..LolhowamIfeeling..Can'tbelievethiswoman..Maybe

weshouldswitchpositionandshe'llknowexactlyhowI'mfeeling..

AuntZanele:"Thisiswitchcraft..Banomonangawemtwanam"(theyarejealousofyoumy

child).."I'llcallBab'Mngomezulutocomeandstrengthenyou"..Thisheadacheisgettingworse..

Ineedthebathroom..Ifeelpressed..Itrytostandupandallofthesuddenasharppainshoots

onmylowerabdomen..

Phumi:"Youarebleeding"shescreams..There'sabloodyspotfromwhereIwassitting.."Aaah"

anotherpainshootsagain..AuntZaneleisnexttomeinaninstant..

MaKhumalo:"CallanambulancePhumi"shescreams

AuntZanele:"Theambulancewilltakelongtogethere,CallSiphiwehe'sacrossthestreets..

He'lldriveusthere"..Phumidashesoff..I'mexperiencingsevereperiodpainsnow..Itcouldbe

fromshockandstress..Idon'tgetperiodsBraMuzitakesmeformyshotsafterevery3months..

MaKhumalodissapearstoherroomandcomebackwithatowelandathrow..Mybrother

comesinandscoopsmeinhisarms..Hecarriesmetothecar..Andeveryoneelsefollows..I'm

sittingontopofthetowelandcoveredinfleece..I'minsomuchpainandsweatingprofusely..

Mybrotherisdrivinglikeamaniacandwithinminutesweareattheemergencyentrance..He

jumpsoutandcomesbackwithhelp..I'mwheeledinandnursesareattendingtome..

Bhut'Siphiwe:"hangintheresnortyface,hanginthereformeplease"thepainistoomuchto

bearnow..LastthingIrememberwasbeingattendedtobyadoctor..GuessIpassedoutcoz

I'mwokenupbythebeepingsound..There'sadripconnectedtomyarm..Thepainsareno

more..That'sarelief.."Whathappened"Iask..Everyoneinthisroomlooksodownandsad..My

brotherhavehishandsonhisheadandhedoesn'tevenmovefromthatposition..Myauntison

thevergeofcryingandPhumiisaweepingmess..MaKhumaloislookingatmewithsomuch

sadness..JustthentheDoctorcomesintorunafinaltest..Heexaminesmeandwhenhe's

done..

Doctor:"I'msosorryforyourlossLethokuhleKhumalo"wetriedtosaveyourbabybutyou've

losttoomuchbloodbythetimeyougothere..Itwasalreadytoolate.

Okuhle:"whatareyoutalkingabout,Iwasneverpregnant..Iwasontheinjection"Helooksat

mewithsomuchsorrowinhiseyesandIt'sinthatmomentwhenIrealiseHeisn'tbluffing.

Doctor:"YouweretwomonthspregnantMissKhumalo,I'mreallysorryforyourloss..Iknowthis

isthemostdifficultforyouandyourfamily..we'llkeepyouovernightforobservation,counseling

willbearrangedforyou..I'msorryonceagain"..Justlikethatheleaves..I'mnumbthisalotto

takein..IwaspregnantbuthowcozbraMuzimakessureItakemyshotsaftereachandevery3

months..Hedrivesmetherehimself..Phumigivesmeahugandshe'scryinghysterically



Phumi:"Thisallmyfault..It'sallmyfault..Ishouldn'thaveupsetyouearlier..Pleaseforgiveme

it'smyfault..Thisisallmyfault"..She'sblamingherself..Hereyesareswollenfromcrying..It's

notevenherfault..MymotherandauntZanelearealsocryingexceptformybrotherhe'sstillin

thatsamepositionandhasn'tsaidaword..Ifeelsoemptybutthetearsarefailingmerightnow..

I'mstillinshockandindisbelief..

MaKhumalo:"I'msosorrymybaby..Ifailedyouasaparent..thisispartlymyfault..Ishould've

stoopuptoyourfather..Ishould'veprotectedyou..PleaseforgivemeLele"..Justthenmy

FatherandSmangabargesintheward..Ihaven'tseenhimin2fullyears..Hismakinghiswayto

me

Smanga:"IcameassoonasIheard..areyouokaymybunnybear"..Afterallthehurtandpain..

Hestillhastheaudicitytocallmebythatstupidpetname..Thenerve!!Mybrothercomes

chargingtowardshiminablinkofaneye..Hepuncheshimandgrabshimbyhiscollar..

Bhut'Siphiwe:"whothefuckdoyouthinkyouare..towaltzinhereasifnothinghappened..If

youdarecomeanyinchclosertomysisterI'llfuckyouup"..

Bab'Khumalo:"SiphiweI'mwarningyou..Lethimgoandstopmeddlinginmattersthatdon't

concernyou"

Bhut'Siphiwe:"WhatkindofasickFatherareyou..Sellingyourdaughtertobeasurrogate..

Whatkindofsicktwistedbastardareyoudad"..I'msoshockedbyallthisrevelations..Can't

believemydadwouldstoopsolow..

Bhut'Siphiwe:"WenaSmangayouthinkIdon'tknow..Youseenewstravelfasterinthestreets..

TheonlyreasonyouwanttomarryLethokuhleasyoursecondwifeisbecauseyourwifeis

barren"..SmangalookssoshockedrightnowaswellasBab'Khumalo,guesshedidn'tgetthe

memo..MydadlooksatSmangawithsomuchdisgustandhatred..

Bhut'Siphiwe:"Thisshamoflobolanegotiationswillnothappen,notwhileI'mstillalive"..Not

aftereverythingyoudidtomysister"he'sfumingandpointingatSmanga...

Bab'Khumalo:"I'dthistrueSmanga!!!Answermedammit!!..Soyouliedanddeceivedme".."the

storyaboutyourparentsmarryingyouoffandyourectifyingyourmistakeswasallalie"..

Answermedammit"..SmangalooksshitscaredandmyDadisspittingfire...

Smanga:"IloverLele..She'stheloveofmylife..Iwasyoungandfoolishbackthen..Iwantto

makethingsright"pleaseallowmetodorightbyher"..

Bab'Khumalo:"YoungmanyoubetterleavebeforeIdosomethingImightregretfortherestof

mylife"

Smanga:"but"

"Leave!!!"AuntZaneleandphumishoutsinunison..Heleaveswithhistailbetweenhislegs..



"Pleaseleave,allofyouleave!!"..Ishout..Itjusthitme..I'velostmybabybecauseofallthis

madness..RightnowIwanttogrieve..IwanttomournthelifeIneverevenknewwasgrowingin

me..

Insert14

Thenursecomesandremovesthedrip..FoodisservedandI'mnothungry..Theemotionsare

gettingthebetterofmerightnow..I'mallaloneandrealityhassunkin..I'mbrushingmytummy

andimaginingallthatI'vebeenrobbedoff..I'llnevergettofeelthelittlefeetkickingandhear

theheartbeat..Thecravingssleeplessnightsandmorningsicknesses..Iknowthisbabywasn't

plannedorconceivedoutoflove..ButIwasgoingtoloveher/himlikeI'veneverlovedbefore..

I'msoconsumedbyallthesemixedemotions..There'sahugelumponmythroat,theemotions

aregettingthebetterofme..Iletitallout..I'mcryingforthelifeI'vebeenrobbedoff,thedeceit

frommyparents..Everythingiscomingbackinwavesrightnow..Ican'tbelievemyparents

wouldsellmetotheonlypersonwhobrokemyheartsobad..ThereasonwhyImovedto

anotherprovince..MyveryownFatherhowcanhethrowmeunderthebuslikethat..Doesn'the

knowI'mawomanwho'scapableofmakingherowndecisions..AsformymomI'mdefeated..

She'salwaysbeenanobedientwifethatIunderstandbutforhernottowarnmeinadvance..I'm

strongwilledlikemydad..Iwould'vearrivedtherewithaplanofactionandthiswouldn'thave

gottensooutofhand..I'llforeverbegratefultoBhut'Siphiwehehasalwaysprotectedmefrom

backwhenwewerestillsmall..Icanalwayscountonhim..Irememberhowhemessedup

Smanga'sfacewhennewsofhimgettingmarriedstarteddoingtherounds..Apparentlyhis

weddingwas2weeksdelayedduetothebeatinghereceived..Lolservedhimright..Smanga

stillaverysensitivetopicbutIguessI'vefoundtheclosureI'vebeenseeking..Itallstartedwhen

IwasdoingGrade9..HewasoneofBhut'Siphiwe'sfriends..Hewas4yearsmyseniorandhe

startedcourtingmeofcoursewithoutmybrothersknowledge..Ihadnoexperienceindating

whatsoever..Letalonehadtimeforboys..TheonlyboyIhangaroundwithwasJase..People

thoughtweweredatingbutIknewthatwasunlikelytohappencozHewasmoregirlierthanme..

SoSmangacontinueduntilIgaveinwhenIwasdoinggrade10..Hewasalreadydoinghisfirst

yearinUCTthen..Iwasbeginningtolikehimplushemademefeelcomfortableandtreatedme

likealady..Unlikemybrotherwhostillsawmeashissnortylittlesister..Heflewalltheway

fromCapetowntoourkasiformybirthday..Irememberafterschoolhetookmetospurand

boughtmeaGoldchainwithamatchingwatch..Itwaslegitgoldfromsterns..Iwassoldfrom

thatmomentandwebecameofficial..Wecarriedondatinginsecretuntilmybrotherfoundout

andhebeathimtoapulp..Hewasadmittedandclaimedhegotrobbedwhenpolicepushedhim

toopenacase..Iwasdeeplyinloveandmybrothermadepeace..Wewereexclusiveand

everyoneintheneighborhoodknewaboutus..IwasdoingGrade12whenhegraduatedand

obtainedhisB.comdegree..Hecamehomesoonafterthatandstartedjobhunting..Wewere

madlyinloveanddiscussingourfuturetogether..Hepromisedtopaylobolasoonafterhewas

employed..Iwasmadlyinloveandwhenweweretogetherwhenhegotacallfromthisbig

companyinCapetown..Hegothiredand4daysbeforeheleft..IwillinglygavehimmyV.Card..I



rememberhowheaskedmerepeatedlyifI'msureandready..IwasmadlyIloveandIwas

100percentsureafterallhewastheloveofmylifeandmyfuturehusband..Thenext3days

wereablissfullovemakingandheleft..We'dcalleachother5/6timewaday..AndsoonafterI

wasdonewithmyexams..Heorganizedaticketformetocomevisit..Iwasflyingfirstclass

babynBabehadalreadysettledinhisnewflat..WemadelovetillthesunrisedfirstdayIlanded

there..Afteritwasshoppingspree,datenights,abitofclubbingandmorelovemaking..Icame

backandstartedapplyingbutcouldn'tgetspacefromthevarsitiessoIoptedtodoBusiness

AdminandmanagementatBoston..ItwasbetterthandoingnothingbesidesIwasjustpassing

time..I'dsoonbeMrsMdletsheandmyonlyprioritywillbecateringallmyhusband'sneeds.He

madeitclearthatI'dbeahousewifeanditwascoolwithme..Imeanmymomhasbeena

housewifeandshe'sneverinneedofanything..Myfathertookgoodcareofherandus..Life

wasabliss..Iwashappyandverymuchinlove..Ididn'tevenlookorgivethesecollegeboys

anytimeoftheday..Henevercalledasmuchasheusedtobutthatdidn'tbotherme..Imeanmy

manwasbusyworkinghardsavingforthelobolasowhoamItocomplain..Isavedupmy

allowanceandBhut'Siphiwewasalreadyworkingsohe'dsendmemoneyeverynowandthen..I

hadsomethingplannedupmysleeve,boughtareturntickettoCapetownandthereIwasonthe

planetosurprisemyman..GuesswhatIwastheonesurprisedwhenIgotthere..Hiscarwasin

thedrivewaysoImademywaythroughhappyasever..Knocked3timesandawomanopened

thedoorwithnothingbuthisT-shirton..

Smanga:"Babewho'satthedoor"..Herushedtoseethepersonthathaddisturbedthemandto

sayhewassurprisedwouldbeanunderstatement..

Insert15

Ihardlysleptlastnight..ThebattleI'mfightingisjustheavyrightnow..IneedtotellBraMuzi,

don'tknowhowhe'lltakethenews..IreallymissJase..Healwaysknowswhattodoin

situationslikethese..Pitymyphonesbackhome..Thedoctorexaminedmeearlythismorning

andI'mfreetogohome..DontevenknowifIcouldrefertothatplaceashome..Borroweda

phonefromthenurse,who'sbeennothingbutsupportivethroughoutthisordeal..It'seasierto

talktosomeonewho'veexperiencedwhatyougoingthrough..Herstoryisquitesad,3

miscarriagesinaspaceof8months..Pressuresofmarriages..I'mwearingthesamedressI

camewith..HopeBhutiSiphiwewillbringmeclothestochange..Thebloodyspotonthisdress

isjusttoomuch..Ihavethefleecethrowoverit..AllI

needisagoodbathandmybed..Thenerveofthisman..Hewaltzinherewithsomuch

confidenceit'ssickening..

Smanga:"Bunnybear,howareyoufeelingtoday".."IknowI'mthelastpersonyouexpectedto

seetodaybutI'mnotpreparedtoletyougo".."I'velearntfrommymistakesandthisismefixing

themrighthere..Rightnow"..hesaysthatlastpartwithsomuchconviction..Ihavebigger

problemstoworryaboutthanlisteningtoanoldsulkingman...



Smanga:"Talktomebunnybear".."Iknowyouhavealotofquestions..I'mheretogiveyouall

theanswerssowecanburrythehatchetandmoveonwithourlives".....I'mbeingtestedhere..

I'mprayingBhut'Siphiwecomesandrescuesmefromallthismadness..Hesitsnexttome..

I'msodisgustedbyhisentirebeing..Canoneperbesoselfish?..I'msodrainedrightnow

Smanga:"itwasn'tmyintentiontomarryherbunnybear..Don'tgetmewrong..YesIhadan

affairwithher..Itwassupposetobejustaharmlessfling..Butitallchangedafteryoucaught

us..Iendedthingswithherbut2weekslatersheshoweduptomyflatclaimingshe's

pregnant"..Iwasplanningonpayingdamagesandsupportingthechildonly"..Idefinitelyended

thingswithher,guessIwaswrongcozthat'swhenshestartedblackmailingme".....Hereally

thinksI'mthatgullibleandnaivesocalledbunnybearofhis..Thissoppystoryrighthere..I'm

reallynotbuying..Crocodiletearswon'tshakemeanymore..ThismandeservesanOscar

awardsforhisactingskills..Pityhe'sshowcasingittothewrongperson..

Smanga:"IcamebackhomedesperateformyFather'sadvice..Astraditionalasheis..He

pulledtheweddingcardonme..assuringmenochildofourclanwillbebornoutofwedlock"......

He'ssniffingandwipinghistears...2yearsagoIwould'vejumpedinhisarmsafterhearingthis

explanation..ButI'vegrownoverthepast2yearsandthisdoesn'tmovemeatall...

Smanga:"IwishI'dhavefoughtforusbackthenBunnybear..I'vehatedmyselfovertheyearsfor

leavingyouhanging..forcausingyousomuchpain".."IfIknewthenwhatIknownow..Iwould've

donethingsdifferently".."pleaseallowmetorectifymymistakes"..Thissadshowneedsto

cometoanendrightnow..I'mfedupandthismandeserveseverysinglethingthat'scominghis

way..Iremovemyhandsfromhis...

Smanga:"pleasegivemeonelastchance.Promisetoworshipthegroundyouwalkon..I'lllove

youtilltheendoftime"..Thisoneissellingmedreams..JustthenBhut'Siphiwewalksin..The

atmosphereimmediatelychangesinthisroom..Allhellwillbreakloose..Iseetheangerinhis

eyes..Hechargestowardshim,pullshimbyhiscollarandthefirstpunchlandsonhisface..

Smangisnotevendefendinghimself..HejusttakesitasBhut'Siphiwepuncheshim

repeatedly..IscreamwhenIseeblood..Thesecurityrushedinandtheypullthemapart..They

arebothkickedoutoftheroom..There'sbloodonthefloor..Thesightofbloodremindsmeof

mymisfortune..I'vejustlostachildthisisalltoomuchforme..Isinkonthefloorandwail..

HowamIgonnabreakthistoBraMuzi..I'msurehe'llberelieved,heprobablydidn'twantan

illegimatechildtoruinhismarriage..Isheevenmarried..Hemustbehenceheneverspendsthe

nightwithmeexceptforthatoneparticularday..EitherwayI'llhavetotellhim..MyGodthisis

gonnabeharderthanIthought

Insert16

Hecomesbackfuming...



Bhut'Siphiwe:"Iswearthatmanhasadeadwish!andI'llbemorethanhappytofullfilit,thatson

ofabitchisreallytestingme"

He'sreallyangry,buttheminutehiseyeslandsonme.Heimmediatelyswitchfromangryto

concerned.Hedropstomylevelandpullsmeup.Hehugsandassuresmeallwillbewell.This

righthereismysanctuary.Hehandsmemyclothes,thankGodIcanfinallygetoffthese

clothes.

Wedrivingbackhomeintotalsilence.Bhut'Siphiwekeepsstealingglancesatme.Hepullsup

toasteersdrive-thru,ordersfoodanddrivesustothenearestpark.Iknowwhatthismeans.

Wesitonthebench,watchingkidsplaying.Theyaresocare-free.HowImissedthesedays.

Bhut'Siphiwe:"talktomesnortyface,youknowI'llslaydragonsforyouandgooutofmywayto

makesureyouareokay".

Okuhle:"Bhut'ithurts,I'minsomuchpainandIdon'tknowhowtodealwitheverything"

Ibreakdown,thisisthekindofrelationshipwe'vealwayshad.Evenbackwhenwewerekids

.FunnyhowI'vealwayswishedtohaveabigsister,Someonetoconfideinandgotoforadvice.

I'mgratefulformybrother.HewasthefirstpersonIrantowhenIhadmyfirstperiod.Second

personIrantowhenIhadmyheartbroken.I'veneverhadthatcloserelationshipwith

MaKhumaloalthoughshewasahousewife,Shewasmoreconsumedbyherdutiesasawife

whichwasmostlycleaning,cookingandchurchofcourse.WheneverIhadabaddayatschool,

mybrotherwastheretocomfortme.

Bhut'Siphiwe:"Comehere"

Hepullsmeclosertohim,justlikeoldtimesI'mcomfortablewrappedinhiswarmhugs.

Bhut'Siphiwe:"Iknowyouaregrownandhaveyourownlifetolivenow.ButI'malwaysherefor

you.Ifitallgetstoomuchforyou.I'monlyaphonecallaway"

Okuhle:"WhenamImeetingtheluckyladyinyourlife,shescoredherselfajackpot"

Bhut'Siphiwe:"let'snotevengothere,Ialwaysattractthecrazyone's"

Okuhle:"NoonewilloutdoSimangele,nowthatonewasarealnutcase"

Bhut'Siphiwe:"Dudetellmeaboutit"

Wespendhalfofthedaychattingandcatchingup.CanIbe11yearsoldagain.I'msogladwe

camehere.Ifeelabitbetternowexceptforanuneasyfeelingthat'sbotheringme.HowdoI

breakthenewstoBraMuzi.There'ssomeonewho'llmakemefeelevenmorebetter.JaseIhave



tocallhimassoonaswegethome.He'llbesurprised.Thepast24hoursofmylifehavebeen

moredramaticthananysoapI'veeverwatched.Iwasalmostsomeone'ssecondwife,

unknowinglysoandIlostababy.Let'snotevengetstartedontheex.Gosh,thatman.We

drivingbackhomenowandI'minnomoodtofacemyparents.

Soonaswegetinthehousemymomattacksmewithahug.She'srubbingmybackand

apologizing.Myfaceisgettingwet.She'scrying,mymomalwaysbottlesheremotionsand

feelingsinside.She'sdeeplyhurtandwhoamItoholdagrudgeagainsther.Oureyeslock,

manywordsarespokenthroughtheseemotions.RightthismomentIforgiveher,afterall

everythingshedidwasoutofrespectforhermarriageandhusband.Theoldergenerationwere

taughttorespectandfollowtheirhusband'slead.Thisistheonlylifeshe'sbeenaccustomedto.

Mydadcallsmefromthelivingroom.Isitnexttohimandhe'snothisusualself.Hisaproud

manandthismustbehardforhim.Thewholefamilyisgatheredinthelivingroom.Guessmy

auntandphumileftalready.Toobad,didn'tevencatchupwithmycousinaftersuchalongtime.

Bab'Khumalo:"Lele,I'vewrongedyoumydaughter.IfeelsoashamedasAmanandheadof

thisfamily.Mymaindutyistoprotectandcaterforallyourneedsandwants.I'vefailedyouasa

FatherandforthatIwouldliketoapologize"

Mymomissoemotional,hereyesareswollen.Bhut'Siphiweislisteningattentivelytomydad.

Formydadtohumblehimselflikethatandapologizemeansalotme.Hewasdeceivedbymy

Exfromhell.Hisapologyissosincereandhisfaceisfeelwithsomuchshame,resentmentand

pain.Iowethistomyselfandmylatechild.Igetupfrommysitandpullmydadintoahug.

Okuhle:"IfullyandopenheartedlyforgiveyouDad"

Mymomandbrotherjoinsus.Thisfeelssoright.Noone'sperfectandweallmakemistakes.

Solongaspeopleapologizeandmeanit.Iforgivemymom,mydadfortheirmistakes.

Hopefullyonedaytheywillalsoforgivemeformine.I'matpeacewiththiswholesituation.We

sitandchat..Bhut'SiphiweandBab'KhumalohavemadepeaceandthisisexactlyhowI

remembermyfamily.Iexcusemyself,exhaustionhastakenover.Ichargemyphoneand3

messagespopup.

1stmessage(JASE)-BitchI'mworried,isverulamtreatingyousonicethatyou'veforgotten

aboutmeandnotansweringorreturningmyphone

2ndmessage(motherfuckenex)-I'mnotgivinguponyou,notnow,notever.



3rdmessage(BraMuzi)-I'minverulam,answeryourphone.Weneedtotalk.

Insert17

I'mshocked,thelastmessage.Ideletethe2ndmessageandblockthismotherfucker.Really

nowasifIneedmorestress.IcallJaseandupdatehimonallthathashappened,he'sshocked

andcryingbythetimewehangup.I'mnottoosureifIshouldcallBraMuzi,healwayscallsme

nottheotherwayaround.Idebatewithmyselfandwhat'stheworsethatcouldhappen.Idialed

hisnumberandit'sringing.There'snoanswersoIdialagainstillnoanswer.Igiveup,he'llhave

toreturnthecall.Justthenamessagecomesthrough.I'malittledisappointed,thoughtitcould

befromhimbutit'sJasecomfortingmeandassuringmethingswillworkoutforthebetter.

Bestfriendever.I'mimaginingallthescenariosthatcouldhappenwhenIbreakthenews.This

isgoingtobedifficult.Webothdidn'tknowaboutthepregnancy,nowwemustdealwithlosing

thebabyweneverknewexisted.Wonderwillthischangethenatureofourrelationship.I'm

comfortedbythefactthatifworsecomestoworst.I'llhavetocrashwithJaseagainandlook

forajoblikeanyothernormalyoungadult.Won'tlie,Ikindagotusedtothelifeofbeingakept

hoe.Thelifeofhavingnoworriesaboutmoney,everythingbeingpaidfor.WellIstillhaveabout

50konmysavings.I'vebeensavingforrainydays,besideswhoknowswhenhemightgetbored

anddesertme.Isn'twhatalltheserichmando?theminutetheygetboredtheyseekforanew

plaything.ImightspendandwastemoneysometimesbuteverymonthImakesuretosavea

little.Lifeisjustunpredictable.

I'msoconsumedinmyownthoughts,I'mnotevenawaremyphonehasbeenringing.Wellit's

onsilentmaybethat'swhy.Icheck,2missedcallfromBraMuzi.It'sringingagain.WhyamI

suddenlyconsumedbyfear.MyheartsracingandI'msweatingalittle.Bathong!Ifaphonecall

worksmeoutlikethis,howwillIbewhenwemeetfacetoface.Justthenitstopsringingand

I'mabitrelievedfornow.It'sringingagainandthistimeIanswer.

BraMuzi:"Finallyshedecidestoanswer"

Okuhle:"HelloBraMuzi"

BraMuzi:"look,weseriouslyneedtotalk.Seemslikemysuspicionshavebeenconfirmed.

Whenareyoufreetomorrow"

Okuhle:"Iguesswehavetotalk,from10amI'llbefree"

BraMuzi:"Okaythenmydriverwillpickyouup11amxap,night"



Hehangsup.Thedisadvantageofthenatureofourrelationship,there'snoemotional

attachment.I'msobrokenyethedidn'tevencatchit.SeewhatImean,noemotionalattachment.

I'msosadallofthesudden.WillImournandbattlewiththesefeelingsbymyself.AtleastIhave

mybrotherandbestietoturntoforcomfort.Thethoughtaloneiscomfortingenough.Yes,I'll

getthroughthis.IsurvivedtheSmangathing,surelyI'llsurvivethisaswell.

I'mawakenbytheknockatmydoor.Mymomcomesinwithabowlofsoursoftporridge.Idig

inafterourmorninggreetings.She'sgenuinelyconcernedaboutme.Isoakmyselfinthe

bathtubandgetreadyformymeeting.Amessagecomesthrough,thedriverisoutside.It'snow

ornever.Igrabmybagandleave.Thedriverisparked3housesawayfrommyhouse.Toldthe

parentsI'mgoingouttothemall.Thecarcomestoastandstill.I'vebeenabsentmindedthe

wholetrip.He'salreadywaitingformeoutsidethedriveway.Imakemywaytohim,seemslike

hebookedahousethistimearound.Heholdsmywaistaswemakeourwayintothehouse.

There'salittleromanticsetup,smalltable,champaignglassesandfoodintheservingbowls.I

wonderwhat'stheoccasion.Heleadsmetothetable.

Bra-Muzi:"Pleasejoinmemiss"

Okuhle:"What'stheoccasion"

Bra-Muzi:"There'sonlyonewaytofindout,nowsit"

Iobeyhiscommand.IfearthisnicegesturewillsoonberuinedbythesadnewsIhavetodeliver.

He'sinajollymood,dishingupforthebothofus.Themouthwateringfoodrightinfrontofme

doesn'tevenappetiseme.NowI'mdebatingwithmyselfwhentodropthebadnews.DoIwait

tohearwhathehastosayfirstordoIjustgoaheadanddropthebombshell.

Bra-Muzi:"Bonappetitmadam"

Okuhle:"Thankyou"

He'sdigginginandI'mjustfindlingwithmyfood.Ifthiswas2daysago,I'dbegoingfor

seconds.Hestopseatingandlooksatme.Iforcemyselftohave3/4spoons.Thisfoodis

deliciousnolie,butmyheartsheavy.Istopafterthe5thfailedattempt.



Bra-Muzi:"aren'tyouhungry"

Okuhle:"notreally,Ihadsomethingnotsolongago"

Bra-Muzi:"mmmhmm"

Withthatsaidhecontinueseating,goesforsecondsandfinishesallhisplatescontents.When

poursthechampaignforthebothofus.

Bra-Muzi:"alcoholfree,that'swhatyou'llbehavingfromnowon"

I'muneasyandallIcanthinkofishowamIgonnabreakthesenewstohim.He'sinsuchagood

andjollymood.WetoastandIgulpminedownrealquick,ifonlyitwasalcoholic.Maybethings

willbeabiteasierifIwasalittleintoxicated.Mythoughtsaredisturbedbyhisvoice.

Bra-Muzi:"thirsty,aren'twe?"

Ijustnod,hepoursmeanotherone.JustlikethefirsttimeIgulpitdown.Heseemssurprised

byallthis.He'sabouttogetrealsurprised.Hetakesmyhandandleadmetothecouch,he

settlescomfortablynexttomeandhetakebothmyhandsintohis.He'ssuddenlyseriousandI

feelevenmoreuneasy.Weareseriouslygonnaengageinthetalk,Iwassurmonedherefor.

Heclearshisthroat.

Bra-Muzi:"Idon'tknowhowyougonnatakethis,judgingbythenatureofourrelationship.I

believewecanmakeitworkandjustwannaassureyou,Icanneverabondenoneofmyown.I

knowthismaycomeasashocktoyoubutIwasjustasshocked.AtfirstIhadmysuspicionbut

nowI'mcertainlysurethatyouareexpecting"

I'mstunnedtosaytheleast,wellhowdidheknowcertainly.Healwaystakemeformyshots

waitheinsistintakingmealways.Doeshehaveanythingtodowithmefallingpregnant,mylast

appointmentwiththeDoctor.WhatwasIinjectedwith?Allthesequestionsarerunningthrough



mymindbutwhat'simportantnowishowIdeliverthesenewsnow.Thismanseemsgenuinely

happyanditsaddensmethathishappinesswillbeshortlived.

Bra-Muzi:"I'mwellawarethatyoudon'tknowthisasyet,we'llgotothedoctorandtheywill

confirmthis"

Okuhle:"there'snobaby,Ilostthebabyyesterday'

Thosewordscameasawhisper.HegetsupfromthecouchandIfeelhiseyespiercingthrough

mysoul.ThiswillbemoreharderthanIthought.Idefinitelydidn'tmeanforthenewstocome

outlikethat.Somethinginmejustsnapped,thewayhewascarryingon.Icouldn'ttakeit

anymore,itgottoomuchforme.

Bra-Muzi:"whatdidyoujustsay"

Hisvoicesoundsfaint,it'sasifhe'soutofbreath.Ican'tevenbringmyselftolookathim,right

now.Mightaswelljustsayitagain.

Okuhle:"ThBabyisnomore,Ilostourbabylastnight.Wasadmittedinthehospital,juststarted

bleedingandwhenIgotitthehospitalitwastoolate.Ididn'tevenknowIwaspregnanttillthen"

Hejustleavesmethereonthatcouch,nohug,nocomfort.Ijustbrokethemostsaddestnews.

EvenI,myselfhaven'tcometotermswiththeloss.Ihaven'tstarteddealingwiththeemotions

thatcomeswithlosingalife.Ididn'tthinkhe'djustleavemeatmylowest.Seemslikehewent

tooneofthebedrooms,maybeIshouldfindhim.Weneedtodealwiththistogether.Igetup

andfollowhisdirection.Thedoorisslightlyopenandhe'ssittingontheedgeofthebedstaring

down,hishandsareatthebackofhishead.ThisisitI'mgoingtocomforthim,Icomecloser,

droptohislevel,lifthisheadandhiseyesarebloodshotred.Wegazeintoeachother'seyes

andpainisallIseeinhiseyes.Heprobablyseesthesameaswellinmine.Manyemotionsare

spokeninthisgazeofours.Helooksawayandspeaks

Bra-Muzi:"Thedriverwilltakeyoubackhome"



Insert18

Thedriverdropsmeoffathome.It'scrystalclear,I'mallaloneinthis.I'mblockingevery

emotiontillIgetinmyroom.MaKhumaloanddadarewatchingTV.Theyaskmetojointhem

butIcomeupwithagreatexcuse.ToldthemIneedtoliedown,gotmigraine.Theyjustletme

be,I'mreplayingeverythingfromthemomentIarrivetothelastandfinaldetail.He'savery

selfishman,thoughtwe'datleastdealwiththistogether.Youknowwhatscrewthis,I'm

terminatingthisarrangementonceandforall.Igrabmyphoneandsendhimamessage.Im

angryandit'sbetterthisway.Replacingpainwithanger.I'mpacingupanddownthisroom.No

reply,he'sabloodycowardthat'swhatheis.ThisisthelasttimeAmantakesadvantageofme.

Fuckthislovething.Ifeelgreat,inchargeofmyemotions.Mightjustgetthatwineanddrink

myselftosleep.There'sataverndownthestreet,I'mgettingthatwineandit'sfinal.

IgrabmoneyfrommypurseandoffIgo.Anothergreatexcuse,goingtotheSpazashopfor

someheadachepillsandtheybuyit.I'minthequeuetobuywhenourdrankardnoisyneighbor

spotsme.

SIS'THANDI:"HaaiboisthisreallyyouLele,whatbringsyouhere.IswearBab'Khumalowill

murdersomeonetoday'

OKUHLE:"Sis'Thandi,I'm24now.I'mofficialtogetmyselfadrink,whenIwantto"

SISTHANDI:"wellinthatcasebuyme3beersskeem"

OKUHLE:"HawuSisThandi,blacktaxvele"

SISTHANDI:"aaybuy,I'vebeenraisingyouandyourbrothersinceyouweresmall.Chasingyou

offthestreets.It'spaybacktimenow"

ThiswomanhasalwaysbeenadrunkardeversinceIcanremember,sheneverhadkidsofher

own.Apparentlyshewasmarriedtoanabusiveman,he'dfindhernomatterhowmanytimes

shetriedtogetawayfromhim.Beyondthosescarsyoucantellshewasabeauty.Myturn

comesIbuymy750mlbottleofsweetrosewineand6beersforSis'Thandi.She'skissingme

andmakingabigdealoutofthis.Idecidethereandthentonevereverrelyonaman.Imagine

celebrating6beersjustamereR80,wowthislifeisntforthefainthearted.I'mrushinghomeit's

gettingdarknowandIhaveabottletosmash.

WishJasewasheresowecangetdrunk,Ineedhiscompanytonight.Allthatmadness,will



makemeforgetaboutmysorrows.Theregoesmybottleinmyjacket,outofrespectfrommy

parents.

Popbottles!!I'minsidemycoversandI'msippingitstraightfromthebottle.Headsetsbanging

frommyblackmotionsmusic.I'mvibinginmybed.ThebottleishalfwayandI'mlekkerdrunk.

I'mlostinthisblissfulmoment,there'snoplacetoaccommodatethosesadthoughts.Idrinkmy

winefinish,hidethebottleandpassout.

Myheadsthrobbinginthemorning.Hangover,nowIreallyneedthoseheadachepills.Mymom

comesinafterknockingafewtimeswithoutanyanswer.She'smadeaconclusionthatthese

migrainesareseriousandIneedtoseethedoctor.AllIneedisabathandgreasybreakfastwith

stingcoffee.Myfatherisalreadystartingthecar,whatadramaticbunch.Mybathisalready

fixed.Isettlecomfortablyin.I'mdoneandbreaksfastisalreadyfixed.There'snowayI'm

escapingtheDoctorsession,theyareconvincedI'msick.Oldage,there'snowayI'maginglike

them.

WearriveattheDoctor'sconsultingroom,theytakemyurine,bloodsamplesandIgeta

thoroughcheckup.Everythingisstillinorder.I'mgivenmigrainemedication.Whatawaste,but

it'sgoodtoknowtheKhumalo'sstillcareforme.Stayingathomeandbeingnestedforafew

weeksdoesn'tsoundlikeabadidea.MybthisisallthehealingIneed.Wedrivetothenearest

restaurantandhavelunchthere.Iadmiremyparentslove.Whattheyhaveissosacred,stillsee

thewayMaKhumaloblusheseverytimeDadshowersherwithcompliments.WillIeverfindmy

soulmate.Whocaresloveisnotforme,that'donethingI'mcertainof.

WedrivebackhomeandI'msomuchatpeace.Feelssogoodtobehome,bhut'Siphiweis

readytoleave.HehasinvitedmetohisplaceandI'llpopinbeforeIgobacktoJozi.Anyway

what'stherush.It'snotlikeI'mstudyingorworking.I'msadtoseehimleavebutthatjustmean

I'llgetalltheattentionandlovingIneed.Yeey

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"keepwellsnortyface,I'llbexpectingavisitfromyou.Don'tmakecomedrag

youfromhere.YouknowI'mmorethancapableofdoingso..

OKUHLE:"let'smakeadeal,ustopcallingmesnortyfaceandI'llspendaweekatyourplace

gettingalldomesticatedforyou"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"it'sadealthen,takegoodcareandrememberI'monlyaphonecallaway"



OKUHLE:Iknowbhut'andthankyou

Hepullsmeintoahug,Maanit'sgoodtobehome.I'mabitemotional,heleavesandit'sjustme

andtheKhumalo's.Anunknownnumberiscallingme.Whocoulditbe?I'mdebatingonwhether

toanswerornot.FinallydecidestoanswerandIfeelsicktomytummyrightthereandthen.

Thesoundofhisvoice,Yuck!!Imust'vebeendrunkthroughouttheentirerelationship.Okay!lol,

Iwasyoungandnaive.Thisoneneverseizestoamazeme,he'satruedefinitionofhisname.

OKUHLE:"whatthefuckdoyouwant"

SMANGA:"BunnyBEAR"

OKUHLE:"Iswearifyoucallmethatagain,I'llcutyourballsandfeedthemtoyourdog!"

SMANGA:"woow,thecityisturningintoasavagebutnottoworry.Iknowjusthowtofixthat"

OKUHLE:"reallynowandIknowjusthowtofixyou.If.Youstillvalueyourlife,stopcallingor

elseI'llgotowifeydearestandletherknowoftheshenanigansthehusbandgetsupto."

SMANGA:"allIaskISforyoutohavelunchwithme,let'ssitdownanddiscussthislikematured

adults"

OKUHLE:"funnyyoumentionmaturedadults,approachingmyparentsformyhandinmarriage

isthatmaturedtoyou.Listenandlistentomeprettygood.IfyouthinkBhut'Siphiweisathreat

thenyouhaven'tmetmygangsterboyfriendfromjhb.He'llfuckyouup,ifyoucontinue

botheringme."

MxmIhangup,aftersuchalovelydaythenafooldisturbsmypeace.Fuckhim.

IdecidetocallJase,needtovent.Helistenstomegoingonandon.I'mgladhe'samusedbyall

this.I'mactuallypissed.

JASE:"doyouthinkthewifeisfailinghiminthebedroomchomie,it'sonlyasexuallyfrustrated

manthatdoallthesedesperatethings"

OKUHLE:"Icouldn'tcarelessofhe'sstartvedornot,hemustjuststayawayfromme"

JASE:"whatifhe'syoursoulmatedoll"

OKUHLE:"thenthislovethingcanmissme,honestlyIdon'tneedsuchstressinmylife"



JASE:"ofcoursehe'sbelowyourleaguenow,wenayoursexgameistoparnow.You'vebeen

layingwithexperiencedDnow"

OKUHLE:"I'mgonnastrangleyou,whenIarrivethere"

JASE:"speakingofwhich,whenareyoucomingback?"

OKUHLE:"I'mnottoosurebabe,Ineedtohealandcometotermswithwhathappened.Thisis

theonlyplacethatmakessenserightnow"

JASE:"Ifeelyoudoll.takeallthetimeyouneed.Butdon'ttaketoolong."

OKUHLE:"Iwon'tstaytoolongbabe,mightjustbecaughtformurder"

Welaugh,Ineedtotakemypillsandsleep.Idosomeselfintrospection.What'swithmethat

attractsallthesetwistedMen.Ishouldprobablybesingleforawhile,focusonbetteringmyself.

firstIneedtotielooseends,officiallyendthingswithBraMuzi.moveoutofthatflatandgeta

job.Ihvadiplomathatneedstobeputtogooduse.

I'vemadeupmymind,soonasI'mbackinjhb.It'sjobhunting,themoneyIhavewillseeme

throughtillsomethingcomesup.PlusI'llbecrashingwithJaseandonlycontributeongroceries.

Thisseemslikeaperfectplan.Lifehastogoon.Justthen2messagespopsupfrommyphone

1stmessage:Iarrivedsafelyathome,takecare.Lookingforwardtothatvisit.(Bhut'Siphiwe)

2ndmessage:I'mreleasingyoufromyourcontract(BraMuzi)

INSERT20

Themess,Icleanitupwhilemybrothergetssomethingforustoeat.Thekitchenlooksdecent

again.Tothinkallthiswould'vebeenpreventedbyjustonequestionandhonestanswer.Shame,

mypoorbrotherandhispsychos.Mightaswelltakeabath,whilestillwaitingforfood.Isettle

onthecouchandwatchTV.JustthenIreceiveansmsfrommybrother

"changeofplansmyfriends,hittingthenightclubwithfriends.You'llfindasparekeyinthe

bottomdrawerofthekitchenunit.There'safooddeliverycomingyourwayin10min.There's

moneyinthegoldvaseontopofthediningtable.Theguywillcallyouwhenhe'satthegate.

Don'tletanyoneinandlockup.Ihvmykeyswithme..Goodnightsnortyface"



Greatjustgreat,somuchforabondingsession.WhatamIgonnadowithmyselfinthishuge

asshouse.There'sacall,it'sthedeliveryguy.IfetchmyfoodandlockupassoonasI'minthe

house.I'velostmyappetitealreadybutIjusteat,wouldn'twantmytummygrumblingearly

hoursofthemorning.IcallJaseandupdatehimonthedramathatunfoldedearliertoday.He's

laughinghisassoff,gottaadmitthough.ItsoundshumorouswhenInarrateittosomeone.We

talkforalmostanhour.I'msulkingaboutspendingmyfirstnightaloneinthishousebutJaseis

onmybrother'sside.Apparentlyhewould'vewentonadrinkingspreetodrownhissorrowsand

forgetaboutthepsychochick.Shamemybrotherdeservesabreak.Wesayourgoodnights.

I'mtootiredtoevenconcentrateonwhat'splayingonTV.Iretiretobedandhopetomorrowwill

beagoodday.It'slightsoutsoonasmyheadhitsthepillow.I'mwokenupbynoise,theyare

laughingandchattingsoloud.Icheckthetimeandit's4:20am.Icantelltheyaredrunkjudging

bythesillythingstheyarebusydiscussing.Thediscussiongoesfromcars,soccer,woman,big

asses,boobs,politicsandmoney.Don'tthinkI'llbeabletofallasleepagain,I'llremainherein

mybedtillthe8amorso.I'msurfingthesocialmedia,readingallthelatestgossipandliking

pictureseverynowandthen.I'mnotreallybigonsocialnetworks,Jasemostlytagsmeonour

everyouting.He'ssuchasocialbutterfly.Icheckthetimeagainit's6:18am,it'squiteallofthe

sudden.Ifeelsleppyalso.

Can'tbelieveIfellasleepagain,thetimeis8:40am.Imakemybedandhittheshower.Shame

theyallpassedoutonthecouch,maybeIshouldmakebreakfastandservethemwhenthey

wakeup.There'seggs,bacon,cheeseandbread.IgofullEnglishbreakfastandcleanthe

houseexceptforthelivingroomofcourse.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"somethingsmellsdivineinhere"

OKUHLE:"thoughtyou'dusesomethinggreasyaftertheclubbingscene"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"canIhavesome"

OKUHLE:"nahgowakeyourcrewandfreshenup"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"thankyouforthisI'lldefinitelymakeituptoyou"

OKUHLE:"Don'tsweatit,nowgetgoing"

Hegoesandwakehiscrewup,somearegrumbling.It'smysecondday,I'mexposedto4drunk



passedoutmen.I'msettingupthetableafteragoodhourtheycomeonebyone.

BHUT'Siphiwe:"gentlemenmeetmyyoungsis'OkuhleandLilsistheyarenotthatimportant

soIwon'tformallyintroduceyoutothem.

ONEGUY:"OkuhlemybeautifulladyI'mSabelo,thisisKabeloandtheheadguyisThuto,lovely

tomeetyou.

Hegoesononeknee,takemyhandandkissesit.Theothertwoguysareonthevergeof

laughingandmybrotherispissed.ThisSabeloissuchacharacter.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"GetyourhandsofmysisterbeforeIfuckenkillyou"

TheothertwoguysarelaughingandSabelodoesn'tseemtobebotheredbymybrother's

threats.Iservethemtheirbreakfastandweeatoverlightconversation,theyhadmeinstitches

thewholetimewiththeirjokes.TheThutoguyisquitestrange,he'snotmakingmuch

conversation.There'squiteafewtimeswhenIcatchhimstaringatme.Hellno!I'mnotdating

anyfriendofmybrothernotinthislifetime.NotafterthatbloodycurseSmanga.Justthe

thoughtaloneisenoughtomakemeloosemyappetite.

Theyarehappywithmybreakfastandcomplimentsareflowing.Christmascomesonceayear,

I'mnotmakinganyonebreakfastanytimesoon,letalonethem.TheyleaveandBhut'Siphiwe

offertodothedishes,shamehe'sverytired.Iinsistondoingthemandallowhimtogoand

sleep.He'sbeencomplainingaboutasoreneck,serveshimwellfordesertingmeforanightout

offun.Igoonwithmychores,Jasecallsmeandwecatchuplikewenormallydo.Ourphone

callsalwaysgobeyond40min.Apparentlythere'sanopenvacancyforapersonalassistantat

Kabelo'sworkplace.KabeloThulani'sfriendthatwewentclubbingwiththeotherday.Hehas

alreadysentmyCV.I'moverthemoonhopefullyIgetit.It'shightimeIstartworkinglikeany

otheradult.Thisisexcitingtome.

IdecidetojustlazearoundandwatchTV.There'snothingtowatchreallyI'mchannelhopping.

Someoneisatthedoor,letmejustgetthedoor.

Ican'tbelievewho'sstandingrightinfrontofme.LordI'mnotreadyforasecondroundof

madness.Shelooksashamed,can'tevenlookatmeinmyeyes.She'splayingwithherfingers,



getitoveranddownwithalready.

THABISILE:"HyOkuhle,howareyou"

Shebettergetstraighttothepoint,I'minnomoodforformalgreetingsandintroductions.First

impressionslast.

THABISILE:"I'mreallysorryaboutourencounteryesterday,IknowsometimesIactalittle

crazyandyesterdaywasnoexception.WhenIsawyoulookingallbeautifulinmyman'skitchen

Ilostit.I'mreallysorry,mayyoufinditinyourhearttoforgiveme.

Disshejustsayalittlecrazy,thiswomanismentalshame.She'ssosincereandhereyesare

glassy.Shejustattacksmewithahug,she'ssqueezingthelifeoutofme.Ipulloutandshe's

smilingwithtearsrunningonhercheeks.She'sbeautifulbutcrazy.

THABISILE:"nowthatwe'vemadepeacemysisinlaw,canyoupleasehelpmeprepareanice

dishformyman.TodayIwanttosurprisehimwithhomecookedmeal"

OKUHLE:"areyousureaboutthis,don'tyouthinkit'sbettertolethimcooloffabit?"

THABISILE:"Don'tworrydoll,leavethatmantome.Iknowexactlyhowtosoftenhimup"

WhatmorecanIsay,weselectalltheingredientsandshe'smakingaBeeflasagne.Wechatting

andshe'sactuallyaniceperson.She'ssoeasytotalkto,can'tbelieveweclickedsomuch.I'm

makingfewsalads.

THABISILE:"waitthere'ssomethingIhavethatI'msureyou'llenjoy,she'sscratchingonthe

bottomcupboard.

THABISILE:"IsavedthisbabyforaspecialoccasionandIguesswecancelebrate"



ShepullsoutaMeerlustCabernetSauvignonredwine.Saywhatnow!Thisismytypeofgirl.

Shepoemsthebottle,Iget2wineglasses.Thearomaofthisthing.Wedrinkandchat.I'm

havingsomuchfun,feelslikeI'veknownherforyears.Wearedonecookingandwemoveto

thelivingroom.Fortheveryfirsttimeinmylife,I'veactuallyclickedwithsomeoneexceptfor

Jase.I'mnotthatmuchofafriendstypeofgirl.Weexchangenumbersandwewatchingthe

fashionChannelwhilesnackingandsippingonsomewine.Guessweweremakingnoise

becauseBhut'Siphiweisnowstandingonthepassageandhedoesn'tseempleasedwith

what'sinfrontofhim.Thisismyqueuetoleave,Ineedtobathanyway.Ileavethetwolovebirds

onsomeseriousstaringcontest.Iain'tgettinginvolved.

Irunmyselfabubblebathandplaymusiconmyphone.Ihonestlyhopetheydon'tkilleach

otherinthere.

Insert21

I'mdonewithmybathandcontemplatingwhethertojointhosetwoornapabit.Theydefinitely

needspacetoironouttheirdifferences.There'saknockonthedoor,wonderwhocouldthatbe.

IopenonlytofindanemotionallookingThabisile.Imreallynotgoodincomfortingpeople.SoI

awkwardlystandthere,clearlyshecansensemyuneasinesswiththiswholesituation.She

throwsherselfinmyarmsandhugsme.MyGod,she'scryingandrightnowthere'snothingleft

formetodobutjusthugherbackandcomforther.Sheseemstobecalmingdown,shelet'sgo

andsitsonmybed.Whyme,whydothesethingshappentome.I'mfacedwithanemotional

woman,don'tevenknowwhetherIshouldaskwhatwentdownorkeepquite.I'msousedto

Jase,hespeakswheneverhe'supset.He'llgoonandon,allIdoisjustnodandofferwine.This

isallnewtome.

THABISILE:"hehaschangedOkuhle,IfeellikeI'mlosinghim.Wheneverweargueorhaveour

fightsascouples,he'dcallmeandbegmetocomeover.Heusedtodrivethroughthenightto

myplacejustsowecanresolveourissues.Lastnighthedidn'tevenbotherfindingoutifImade

ithomesafely.Heignoredmycallsanddidn'tevenreplytomymessages"

I'msilentlyprayingshedoesn'tbreakdownnow,thiswomanispouringherheartouttome.The

painshe'sgoingthroughisvisibleenoughformetoseeandfeelit.ThisisthesamestateIwas

inwhenSmangabrokemyheart,Iremembercryingdayinandout.Thedepressionwasreal,

couldn'teatnorbath.MaKhumalodidn'tevenknowwhattodowithme.Jasesuggestedmoving



tojhbcouldhealandhelpmeforget.Partofmebelievedhimbuttherewasstillthatlittlehope

thatSmangawouldstopallthatweddingnonsense.SometimesI'devendreamabouthim

comingtomyplaceandconfessinghisundyingloveforme,thatthiswasabigmistakeandall

hewantswasme.I'dwakeupanditwouldfeelsurreal.Leavingthehousewasanightmarefor

mepeoplewouldlookatmewithpity,Ihatedeveryminuteofit.I'dgototheshopsandhear

remarkssuchas "awkodwaindodakazikaKhumaloukuphelakwayo,lomfanaukhohlakele'

(shameKhumalo'sonlydaughter,thatboyisheartless).Sis'Thandievencametome,shetold

meitmighthurtnowbutitwillgetbetterintime.Shetoldmetoholdmyheaduphighandget

mylifeinorderorelseI'llenduplikeher.Thatwasahugewakeupcallforme,fromthatdayon

IcalledJaseandtoldhimI'mcomingover.Wenthomecookedandtookabath,Iwasstrong

andonthenaturalhigh.

THABISILE:"hedoesn'twantmeanymoreOkuhle.HeaskedwhatamIdoinghere.Ididn'teven

getachancetoapologize.HetoldmeheneedsspaceandwhenhecomesbackIshouldbe

gone"

Ican'tanymorethisistoomuchformetobare.Ipullherupandgiveherawarmbonecrashing

hug.That'swhatJasedidtomewhenIgottohisplace.She'swailingjustlikeIdidbackthen,

feelslikeI'mrelivingthismomentoveragain.Atleastmybrotherspoketoher,ifthingsdon't

workoutbetweenthemshe'llfindclosure.Whataboutme,themanIloved,cherishedandgave

myentirebeingtodidn'teventakemycallsnorrepliedtomymessages.Ijustwantedsome

kindofexplanationfromhim.ClosureisallIwantedeventhoughitwashardacceptingreality

butclosurewould'vemadethehealingprocessbetter.Soafterthenewsstartedmakingthe

roundsofhimgettingmarried,hestoppedcontactingmealtogether.Heavoidedcrossingpaths

withme.Then3weekslaterIbumpedintohimatsomegrocerystoreatthemall.Hewaswith

her,hewalkedpassedmeasifIwasacompletestranger.Therewasnoeyecontact,that's

whenitdawnedonme.Hewasgettingmarried,therumoursweretrueandtherewasnothingI

coulddoaboutit.Mywholebodywentnumbeverythingwashappeninginslowmotion.

MymomtookmebackhomebecauseIwasInsomekindofatrance.Icouldn'tspeaknormove

thegroceryshoppingwasunsuccessful,mombookedamaxitaxi.Theygavemepainand

sleepingpills,thingswentreallybadafterthatday.

THABISILE:"Ishouldgo,he'dbemoreupsetwhenhefindsmehere"

OKUHLE:"noIthinkyoushouldstayabit,youtooupsetrightnow.Whydon'twejustwatcha

movieandeat.You'llgolater"

THABISILE:"Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea,letmegoI'llcallyouassoonasI'mhome"



OKUHLE:"I'mnottakingnoforananswer,comelet'sgo"

Ipullhertothelivingroom.Wewatchacomedymovie'meettheparents'.Idishupfortheboth

ofus.Weeatingandlaughingthismovieiswaytoohilarious.Bythetimethemovie'sdone,her

moodhasimprovedandI'mgladsheagreedonwatchingthismoviewithme.Sherequestan

Uber,within15minshe'sgoneandI'mleftallaloneagain.SeemslikeI'dbehomealoneagain

tonight.Idishupformybrotheranddothedishes.AsusualIcallJaseandhepicksuponthe

3rdring.Wecatch,Ifillhiminonthelatestgossip.He'sreallyshockedthatThabisileapologized

andwecoolnow.Fivedaysbeforewereuniteagain.ThegoodnewshehadwasthatKabelois

veryclosetotheboss,apparentlyheisputtinginagoodwordforme.Imightjustleavesooner

thanexpected.ThisisallthegoodnewsIneededtohear.Mybrothercomesinjustthen,he's

sobertodayandhadnocompany.That'sgreat.

OKUHLE:"sit,I'llwarmupyourfoodjustnow"

HesitsandIservehim.He'sdigginginandenjoyingeveryminuteofhisfood.Doesn'tlooklike

heatewhereverhewas.Shamemanmybrotherneedsawifenow.He'sdoneandItakethe

plateandrinseit.IjoinhimandwewatchTV.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"thankyousnortyface,thatwaslovely.Sorryforallthedramayou'vebeen

exposedtosinceyourarrival"

OKUHLE:"Don'tsweatitbigBro"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Yenashe'sagoodcookandagreatgirlfriend.Theproblemisshe'stooclingy,

it'slikeImustalwaysbewithher.Ialsoneedmyspaceandhangwiththeboyseverynowand

then.EverytimeI'mnotwithher,sheaccusesmeofcheatingandlooseallhermarbles.It'dtiring

Lele,it'sunattractiveandIhonestlythinkI'mfallingoutoflovewithher"

OKUHLE:"didyouspeaktoherbhuti,haveyoutoldherhowherbehaviorisaffectingyour

relationship"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Idon'tknowhowmanytimesI'vesatherdownandexplainedeverything

nicelytoher,I'moutofoptions.Thefunnypartduringourdiscussionsheunderstandsand

promisetogivemespace.ButwhenIhangoutwiththeboys,shecomeshereandmakesa



mess.I'msotiredLele,honestlyIloveherbutIdeservepeaceandsomeoneunderstanding"

ThisismoredifficultthanIthought.AtthispointIcan'tevenofferadvice,whatdoIknowabout

relationshipsanyway.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"I'mnotgettinganyyounger,IneedtosettledownLele.IjustprayGodblesses

mewithamaturelady.Looksarenotevenimportanttome"

OKUHLE:"Ihearyoubrother,Godwillblessyouwithyoursoulmatewhenthetimeisright"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Eeyngizwileyilabohlanyozayezwa(EeyI'vehearditwiththesenutscases)

Ican'thelpbuylaugh.Webothlaughing.It'scrazybuteversinceIcouldremembermybrother

hasneverdatedanormalmentallystablegirl.Allhisexesarecrazy.Duduevenburnthisschool

jersey,whenshesuspectedhewascheating.Heisrecitingthatstoryandwebothcracking.

Sincehighschool,howunfortunateonecanbe.Maybehemustmakepeacewiththefactthat

he'sacrazychickmagnet.Wejokeandreminisceoverthepast.I'menjoyingeverymomentof

this,it'sbeenwaytoolong.He'ssuddenlyseriousasifhejustrememberedsomething.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"howhaveyoubeensisafterthewholemiscarriageandthesmangasaga"

OKUHLE:"I'mcoping,eventhoughthethoughtoflosingmybabystillhauntsme"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"doesthefatherknowsandhowseriousareyouguys"

Guesswehavingthisconversation

Insert22

Iguesswearehavingthisconversationrightnow.MybrotherwillforgivemebutIwon'tbe

totallyhonestwithhim.It'sforhisownprotection.Nobrotherwillbehappyknowingtheirlittle

sistersignedacontractofbeingahoeorsexualobjecttoaman.HeexpectsanswersandI'll

givehimtherevisedversion.



OKUHLE:"Yesheknows,weweren'treallyserious.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"whatdoyoumeanbyyouweren'treallyserious"

OKUHLE:"weonlydatedforayearandcoupleofmonths,thewholepregnancyandmiscarriage

cameasashocktothebothofus"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"soyouguysweren'tusingprotection,Lelehowcanyoubesoreckless"

OKUHLE:"weweren'tforallthetestandeveryother6monthswegettested,Iwastakingthe

injection.Ireallydon'tknowhowdidIfallpregnant"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"okayIgetthatbutasmylittlesisterIneedyoutobecarefulandfocuson

betteringyourselfLele.Thesemanaren'tloyal,takeitfrommeI'maman"

OKUHLE:"thankyoubigBro,I'vemadethedecisiontostopdatingandfocusonmaking

somethingofmyself.AlreadysentoutmyCVtofewplaces.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"I'msoproudofyouLele,sotellmeaboutthisguyofyours"

Owno!Hecan'tgothere,Ican'tgothere.Honestlythoughtweweredonewiththistopic.I'llonly

tellhimthegoodstuffonly,it'sstilltooearlytodiscussthissensitivesubject.

OKUHLE:"he'sagoodguybhuti,hetakescareofme.Takesmeoutandsupportsme

financially.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"whataboutemotionallyLele,doeshesupportyouemotionally?"

Ireallydon'tlikewherethisconversationisgoing.ThisjusttriggeredthelastencounterIhad

withhim.HowhedismissedmewhenItriedcomfortinghim.Hejustshutmeoutcompletely,to

thisdayIwonderhowhe'scopingwiththiswholesituation.Maybethat'shisownwayofdealing

withpain.HemightacttoughandallthatbutIsawthepainthatlingeredwhenIstaredintohis

eyes.I'mgoingonanemotionalRollercoaster.I'mnotevenawarethatI'mcryinguntilmy

brotherwipesatearinmyeye.IhonestlythoughtIwasokay,what'sthemeaningofallthese

emotionsnow.

OKUHLE:"hehasdifficultyexpressinghisemotions,henceitgetsdifficulttosupportme

emotionally"



BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Iunderstandthatbutclearlyyouhaven'thealedLele,I'mtakingyoutoseea

therapisttomorrow.There'savarsityfemalefriendofminethat'sverygoodatwhatshedoes"

OKUHLE:"Idon'tneedatherapist,allIneedistoforgetaboutthiswholething.Putitbehindme

andcarryonwithmylife"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Iunderstandpeoplehealdifferentlybutyoucan'tjustdismissthisasifit

didn'thappen.Lateritwillcauseproblemsforyou,evennowyouarebattlingwithfeelingsand

emotionsthatyouthoughtyouhadburiedalready"

He'saccurate,honestlythoughtI'dburiedthischapterofmylifeforgood.Thisoneknowsme

toowell.He'sgenuinelyconcernedaboutme.I'mconsideringtheCounselingorTherapist

nonsenseofitwillmakemefeelbetter

thenI'llattenditbutI'mnotreallyreadyasyet.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"I'mnotgoingtorushyouintodoingthisnow,wheneveryouarereadyjusttell

me.I'llgladlypayforallyoursessionsuntiltheverylastsession.AllIwantisforyoutofeel

betterandwhatbetterwaythantostartfromtheinside"

OKUHLE:"thankyoubigBro,you'llbethefirsttoknowonceI'mreadyforcounseling,mymain

focusisrightnowisgetemployed"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"comehere"

Ifeelsosafe,he'smysanctuary.I'mgratefulformybrother,he'sthebestbrotherinwholewide

world.Helet'sgoandpullsmetothecouch.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"whenwasthelasttimeyouwatchedSnakeintheeagleshadow"

OKUHLE:"talkaboutarealthrowback,thinkthelasttimeIwatcheditwithyou"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"BraceyourselfLilSistonightwehavingabindingsession"

HegoestothekitchenandcomesbackwithabugpacketofBlackjackpopcorn2bowsand

orangetropika.Thisfeelslikeoldtimes.I'mhavingatimeofmylifewithmyBro.Hisphone

ringsandheflat-outignoredit.I'mlookingathimwithenquiringeyes.Heshowsmethescreen

it'sThabibabe.Guesshe'sreallytiredofhisdramaqueen.Justthenamessagepopsuponmy



phone.MoneyinR25000.Haaibothoughtcontractwasterminatednje.Wearebothnolongerin

themoodforourmoviesandImakeupsomeexcuseabouthavingaheadache.Ijustneededto

bealoneanddigestallthis.

I'minmyroomdebatingmyselfonwhethertocallhim,hehassomeexplanationtodo.What's

thismoneyallabout.I'mpacingupanddown.Myprideisgettingthebetterofhim.Don'tthink

I'llfallasleepwithoutgettingtothebottomofthis.IfI'mreleasedfrommycontractthenwhy

amIstillgettingpaid.WhatifIgettoJoziandheexpectsustocarryonwhereweleftoff.Ican't

acceptthismoney.Ifit'sthecleanstartthatIseekthenIreallyneedtosendbackhismoney.I

won'tcallhimsoIdecidetosendhismoneyback.MoneyoutR25000,I'minstantlyrelieved.I'm

nocharitycaseandI'llearnmymoneythroughhardworkfromthisdayonwards.Myphoneis

ringing.O'Lordit'shim.WhatdoIdonow.I'mdefinitelynotreadytospeaktohim.Itstopsshuu

that'sarelief,itringsagain.Ijustletitring.Afterfewattemptshefinallygivesup.Ichangeinto

mypj'sandgetinsidethecovers.I'msorestless,Ikeeptossingandturning.I'musuallylikethis

whensomethingisweighingheavyonmymind.Iwonderwhatthefuckdidhewanttosay.After

3weeksofsilence,heprobablysentthatmoneyoutofguilt.NowIcan'tsleep.

Igotothekitchenandmakerooibostea,apparentlyithelpswithinsomniaeventhoughIdon't

sufferfromit.Ijustneedsomesortofdistractionbecausethoughtsofthismanhave

consumedmymind.IcanevensmellhimandseehisfigurewhenIclosemyeyes.He'sjust

complicatedmylifewithjustmissedcalls.Whydoeslifealwayshavetobesocomplicated.I

hadeverythingfiguredoutandhonestlyIthoughtI'dforgottenabouthimtillnow.I'monmy

secondcupofteanow.There'sathoughtthatIcan'tseemtogetawayfromifamissedcallcan

turnmylifeupsidedownlikethishowmuchmorewhenIactuallyseehim.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"can'tsleephuuh"

Ialmostfeeloffthehighkitchenstool,hegavemesuchafright

OKUHLE:"whyareyousneakinguponmelikethat,youalmostgavemeaheartattack"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Iwasn'tsneakinguponyou,what'sgotyousorestless.Isitourdiscussion

earlier"

OKUHLE:"noit'sthisheadacheandIfeltalittlehungrysoIfiguredrooiboswilldothetrick"



BHUT'SIPHIWE:"IknowyoulyingbutI'llletitgo,Ihavepanadoandallergex,takethemandgo

tobed.You'llfeelbetterinthemorning.Ipromiseyou"

OKUHLE:"thankyouDoctorKhumalo"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"thatsoundssowrong,I'mnosoccerplayer"

Ilaugh,takethepillsanddrinkthem.IfeelbetteralreadyandI'mgladhedecidedtoletitgo.The

thingismyowndemonsarehauntingme.Thatjobbettercomesoon.I'msofeduprightnow.I

climbthebedandsurfthesocialmedia.Jasewasoutandabout,thisfriendofmineislivinghis

lifetothefullest.Hepostedmorethan30picsandwastaggedby5people.Justafewmore

daysthenillbetagginginandclubhoppingjustlikehim.Champagnelife!OwHowImissit.I

missthegym,thespatreatment,theexpensivedressesandallthelavishhotels.I'vebeento

most5starhotelsinalltheprovinces.EventhoughwenevertraveledtogetherbutI'dbeflying

businessclassallthetime.He'ssospontaneous,Iwonderhowishewithhiswife.Ifmethe

sidedish,hoe,sexobjectwhateverwearereferredtothesedayscanexperiencesuchalavish

life.ThenthewifeissurelylivinglikeAqueeninherowncastle.Sleepgetsthebetter,I'mout.

Insert23

Lifehasbeennothingbutablisswithadashofdrama.I'vebeencleaningandcookingformy

bigBro.Myonlywishrightnowisforhimtofindagoodwomanwho'lltakegoodcareofhim.

TodayI'mgoingbacktoJhb,timeflieswhenyouhavingfun.Heinsistedtotakemetothebus

station,sohiswholelunchhourisdedicatedtome.Iwokeupveryearlyjusttocleanandcook

forhim.It'stheleastIcando.He'salreadyhere,hetakesmybagsandoffwego.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"promisemeyou'lltakegoodcareofyourself,ifyoueverneedanythingI'm

onlyaphonecallaway"

OKUHLE:"Ipromisebhuti,youarebestbrotheragirlcaneveraskforandIloveyou"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Iloveyoutoosnortyface"

Wehugonelasttime,thebusisalreadywaiting.Iboardandwavehimgoodbye.I'msitingnext

tothisuncleandhesmellslikeashebeen.It'sgonnabealongtrip.Luckilyhepassesoutas

soonaswetakeoffbutthesnoringisunbearable.Iputonmyheadsetsandgetlostintheworld

ofToniBraxton.FourhourslaterwearriveinjoburgandI'mheadedtoBram.I'mdefinitely



gonnaspendthenightor2inthisflatbeforeImoveinwithJase.Homesweethome,Ilockup

hittheshoweranddiveinmybed.Thisdefinitelyfeelslikehome,maybeIshouldpay4months

inadvanceandkeepthisplace.It'skindanicehavingmyownspace,asmuchasIloveJasebut

Thulanipracticallylivesthere.I'llgivethisalotofthoughtbeforetakingthefinaldecision.

I'mreallypressed,Irushtothelooandit'sreallydark.Exhaustionmust'vegottenthebetterof

me.Icheckthetimeandit's1:49am,can'tbelieveIsleptsomuch.There'splantyofmissed

callsfrommybrotherandJase.Isendmybrotheramessageandapologizeofnotinforming

himearlier.ForwardthesamemessagetoJase.TheresnofoodinthisplacesoIsettlefora

packofdoritosandblacktea.Themilkisoffaswellasthefruitsandveggiesthatwereinthe

fridge.Tomorrowisgroceryshopping,I'llgetallthenecessities.Agirlsgottastartusingmoney

wisely.Iheadbacktobedandsleep.Ihaveabusydayaheadofme.

Ifeellikebreakingasweattoday,gymhereIcome.I'vepickedupabitofweightthepastmonth.

Igrabmygymbagandpackanextraoutfitcozit'sgroceryshoppingafterthegym.Mybrother

sentmeamessage,he'srelievedandImustvisithimsoon.I'lldothatassoonasIgetmylife

togetherbutIdon'tdaresaythat.IreplyandpromisehimI'llvisitsoon.Icalltheparentsaswell

justtocheckonthem.Theyaregood,lolI'mprettysuretheydoingtheNastydeedalloverthat

house.Iprepareandleavethehouse.OnehoursessionisallIneededbutmymusclesarequite

stiff,it'sbeenwaytoolong.UndernormalcircumstancesI'druntomyfavoritebeautyspa.

Circumstancesaren'tfavoringmethesedayssoIrushtomygroceryshopping.It'smostly

veggiesfruitsandmeat.I'llstayawayfromstarchforthenextmonthorso.Tryingtogetthat

flattummyback.

I'matpicknpay.I'malmostdonebutdamnIalmostforgotmysteersmustardsauce.Nothis

can'tbehappening,myeyesmustbedeceivingme.RightonthataisleIseeThulaniJase'slover

withawomanandakid.TheylooksocomfortableThulaniisholdingthebaby,whiletheladyis

pickingupsaucesandspices.Theykisseverynowandthen.Thislookslikeaproperfamily.I

regretcomingtothisisle,mypoorfriend.He'sgoingtobesoheartbroken,shouldItellhimor

mindmyownbusiness.Whatifheknowsaboutthiswholesetup,Ihaven'tbeencompletely

honestwiththeBraMuzisaga.Heseemsmestaringatthem,hewhisperssomethingtothe

womanandtheyleave.WhatwasIdoinginthisisleonthefirstplace.Yesthestupiddamn

sauce,howamIgoingtohandlethis.I'llaskmybrotherforadviceandtakeitfromthere.Right

nowapartofmewantstophoneJasetocomerightawaysoIcanbesparedofexplainingand

narratingthestory.Arrggletmejustleave,I'llfiguresomethinglater.



I'matmyplaceunpackinggroceries,mymindisjustwonderingoff.JaseisallI'vebeenthinking

aboutsincethepicknpaysaga.Speakofthedevil,hecallsandIpickuponthesecondring.

He'scomplainingofhavingabadandIdecidethereandthennottotellhim.Wecatchupand

gossipabouteverythingelse.Hetellsme,hejusthadacallfromThulani.Heclaimshewaswith

hiscousinandherbabywhenIsawthem.He'sclearlycoveringhistracksthismadafaka.

Nothingstayshiddenforeverthough,thetruthwillcomeouteventually.IknowwhatIsaw,that's

definitelynocousin.Hepromisetodropbyafterwork.Imisshimsomuchandlookingforward

tospendingtimewithhim.

Ispringcleanmyflatanddecidetocookupastormformydearfriend.GoodthingIboughtthat

winewegonnaneedit.Itakethatmuchdeservedbathandwaitupformyfriend.Acallcomes

throughfromhim,apparentlyhecan'tmakeitcozThulanihassomethingspecialplannedfor

themtonight.Wow,Icertainlydidn'tseethiscoming.Howcanhebesoselfishaftercovering

histracks.Jaseisgonnahavehisheartshreddedwhenallthiscomesout.Can'tletthisgood

foodgotowaste.Guessit'sjustmeandthewinetonight.Feelssogoodtobebackhome.

Iwakeupwithamassiveheadachethefollowingday.Iwenttoohardonthatwine.Ineedto

takeiteasyonthebottle.Imakemyselfastrongcupofcoffee,todayI'mskippinggym.Ijust

needtoeatandsleepthewholeday.IcalltheKhumalo'saftermygreasybreakfast.Theysound

sohappyandcontentwiththeirlives,itmakesmereallyhappy.TherearetimeswhenIfeellike

packingupandheadinghome.ThentherearetimeswhenIrealise,I'magrownasswomanwho

needstomakethingshappenforherself.ItreallygetslonelysometimesinthebigcitybutI'm

morethandeterminedtomakethingshappen.TheonlythingIreallyneednowisajobtokeep

mebusyandoccupied.Icanalreadyenvisionmyselfinapencilskirt,beautilblouseandhigh

heels.It'ssuchabeautifulimage.Maybehavingmyownofficeoronanopenplanoffice.Dear

LordIprayyoublessmewithagoodjob,goodsalary,apeacefulworkingenvironment.Allthese

imagestheykeepmegoingandhopeful.IknowGodwillanswermyprayer,hopefullysoon.It's

sotiringsittingdoingnothing.Ineverreallyknewjusthowfrustratingitwascozthatmankept

mebusyandtherewasspatreatmentsandshoppinginbetween.Wheneverwedidn'tmeetI'd

sleepandrestjustsoIcanbewellrestedwhenevermyserviceswillbeneeded.It'salldifferent

now.

Idecidetostandonthebalconyandgetsomefreshair,thisoverthinkingwillmakemeloose

mymind.Thecityisalive,peoplearerushingforwork.Somearerushingforschool.Areminder

popsuponmyscreen,it'sformyshottomorrow.Idon'tseeareasontocontinuewiththeshots,

I'mnotdatingorsleepingwithanyoneandIwon'tbedoinganyofthoseanytimesoon.These

thingsaren'tevenguaranteed,Ifellpregnantwhileusingthem.Iforoneneverusedtobelievein

showssuchasIdidn'tknowIwaspregnant.LolIlaughatthethoughtofhavingcrampsand

theytellyoutopush,likeWTF.Guessthosethingsarereallypossible,whowould'vebelievedme



anywaywhenItellthemIgotpregnantwhiletakingtheinjection.IdoubtBraMuziwantedthat

childanywayjudgingbyhowhedismissedmeafterbreakingthemostsaddestnewstohim.

Godonlyknowswhythingsturnedoutthewaytheydid.Weallhaveourplansbuthehasthe

finalsayinourlives.WhenwasthelasttimeIevenwenttochurch,maybeIneedspiritual

upliftmentaswell.

Igobackinside,takeabath.TodayI'mnotcleaningnorcooking.Idecidetotakemylaptopand

searchforjobs.Letmedosomethingworthwhilewithmytimeandseekemployment.Igo

throughtonsofquestionstheynormallyaskintheinterviews.

Insert24

It'sbeenamonthandahalfofjobhuntingwithoutanyluck.LastnightIhadaverystrange

dream,dreamtofmylateGrandfatherfrommyfather'ssidesmilingatmeandhesaid"allwill

bewell"beforehedisappeared.It'squiteconfusingthough,I'veneverdreamtnormethim.He

passedtwoweeksaftermybirth.Icalledmyfatherandexplainedthedreamtohim.Hesaid

goodfortuneiscomingmyway.It'scrazybutIbelievehim.Idomydailyroutine,thegym,the

cleaningandcooking.Jaseissuddenlytoobusytoevenmeetup,maybeit'smewhohavetoo

muchtimeonmyhands.Beenapplyingforvacancieslikemylifedependsonit.I'vedecidedon

stayinginmyflat,paid5monthsrentinadvance.Mybrotherhasalsobeensendingmoneyfor

grocerieseverymonth.So,I'mstillgoodfinanciallythatis.

Todayisnoexception,theroutinegoesonasusual.I'mpreparingtogotogymwhensuddenly

myphonerings,it'saland-linenumber.Icrossmyfingersandreciteasmallprayer.Thismight

bethebigbreakI'vebeenwaitingfor.Ianswer

LADY:"Goodmorning,mayIkindlyspeaktoLethokuhleImmaculateKhumalo.

OKUHLE:"morning,youspeakingtohermam"

LADY:"MissKhumalo,I'mNomzamofromNxumaloandsonsattorneys.Youareinvitedtoan

interviewtomorrowat9:30amit'sforaP.Aposition.I'llsendyouansmswithourphysical

addressandallthedocumentationrequired.Seeyoutomorrow,havealovelyday"

OKUHLE:"I'lldefinitelybethere,thankyouverymuch.Haveablessedday"



Ihangup,screamandjumpupanddown.Theexcitementisjusttoomuch.Mymoodjustwent

from40-100realquick.Thismightbeastartofsomethinggreat.Icallmybrotherandinform

him.He'sjustasexcited,somehowhebelievesthejobisalreadymine.Idecidenottoinform

theparentsasyet.Letmeselectanoutfitfortomorrow,goodthingIboughtformalclothes.I

reallyhateshoppinglastminuteandunderpressure.IdecidetocallJaseandinformhim.He's

excitedbutabitdown,Icansensesomethingisnotrightwithhim.Heassuresmealliswell

andhe'llcomeseemethisweekend.

Ihopethisdoesn'thaveanythingtodowithThulani.Igothroughthequestionsandrehearse

throughouttheday.It'sbedtimeandI'manxious,can'titbetomorrowalready.Isetmyalarm

for6am.I'llUbertothatplaceandit'sonly30minaway.Iwanttobeearlyandfamiliarizemyself

withtheplace.I'mdoingmyownonlineresearchaboutthecompany.It'sthebiggestandmost

successfulattorneysfirminGauteng.WowthecompanywasstartedbyBhekifaandhelater

partneredwithhistwosonsNkanyisoandMpilo.There'sevenpicsofthem.Ijustmemorizea

fewpointersjusttoimpressthemduringtheinterview.

Thedamnalarm,can'tbelieveit'smorningalready.Ihardlysleptthenervesmixedwith

excitementweregettingthebetterofme.Can'tevenrememberwhendidIactuallyfellasleep.I

wakeupwithapositivemindsetifthisopportunityisforme,itwon'tpassmeby.Ifitpassesme

bythenitwasn'tmine.Eitherwayit'salearningcurve.I'mdoneby7:amandIrequestanUber.I

arrive7:50amxapandjustwaitfortheofficestoopen.I'vemadeafriendwiththesecurityguy

andheassuresmetheofficeswillbopened8:30amxap.Theyonlystartworking9am.Avery

beautifulladyarrivespast8andopenstheoffices,soonasshehearsI'mhearfortheinterview

shelet'smein.SheoffersmecoffeeandIcan'treallyturnitdown.HernameisAntoinette,she's

MrBhekifa'sPA.She'sreallyfriendlyandwechattingaboutrandomthings.Peoplearestarting

arrive,thestaffandotherinterviewcandidates.Theinterviewscomenseandweareinterviewed

bynoneotherthanMrNxumaloandhissons.I'msecondinlineandnervousashell.Thefirst

ladygoesinandshe'sdoneinlessthan30min.

It'smyturnandassoonasIstepin,I'mmetbythese3intimidatinggentleman.I'msonervousI

evenstartsweating.Theyformallyintroducethemselvesandtheytellmetorelax.Theinterview

starts,itsmostlyMrBhekifaandMpiloaskingthequestions.ThisNkanyisocharacterisjust

goingthroughhisphoneasifhe'sforcedtobehere.Ianswereachandeveryquestiontothe

bestofmyabilityandknowledge.IalmostfelloffmychairwhentheyinformmeifI'mhiredill

beNkanyiso'sPA.What'sthedealwithhim,he'ssupposedtobeaskingallthequestionssince

I'llbeworkingcloserwithhim.That'sifhired.Wedoneandtheythankmeformytime.I'mnot

evensureifI'vemadeanimpression,theyweresoprofessionalandclosedoff.WellI'mrelieved

it'soverbeingintheroomwithsuchpowerfulmenwasveryintimidating.I'msodrainedallI

needismyjunkfoodandbed.



IUbertothemalltostockuponsomejunk.Spurwilldo,IordertheirRibs,calamariandBuffalo

wings.Woulditbesowrongforagirltogetsomewine.FuckitI'mgettingthatwineafterthe

dayIhad.I'vealwayswantedtotastethewooliesredwine,apparentlyit'sveryniceplusI'llgeta

tuboficecreamwhileI'matit.I'mshoppingandmindingmyownbusiness.Notagain,Iseehim

Thulaniwiththesamewomanandthebaby.Whydothesethingshappentome.Idecidetojust

leaveeverythingandgohome.Thistakeawaywillhavetodo,plusIdon'ttrustmyself.I'mso

temptedtoconfronthimbutit'sbetterIleavebecausethiswon'tendwell.

Imakeittomyplaceinonepiece.Mybrotheriscallingme.Guesshewantstokhow,howthe

interviewwent.Ianswer

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"tellmethegoodnews"

OKUHLE:"Idon'tknowBhut',itdoesn'tevenfeellikeImadeanimpression"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Don'tworrytoomuchaboutit,yourblessingwon'tmissyou.Takeitas

practice,thenextinterviewyou'llaceit"

OKUHLE:"greatminds,Ididnteveninformtheparentsasyet.Iwanttotellthemthegoodnews

onceIgethired"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"greatminds,thatjobiscomingyourwayLilsis.Keeponapplying,soonyou'll

berewarded"

OKUHLE:"haveItoldyoulatelyhowmuchIloveyou"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"I'mallears,tellmeNana"

OKUHLE:"Iloveandappreciateyou.Youarethebestbrotheragirlcaneveraskfor"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Don'tyoueverforgetthat,gottagosnortyface.Wewilltalksoonokay"

OKUHLE:"byeBhuti"

HehangsupandI'mmoredeterminedtogetthatpaper.Whatbetterwaythantogethired.Ipull

mylaptopandgetbusyonceagain.I'mhavingmyjunkwhenmyphonerings.It'sJase

OKUHLE:"bitch,you'veforgottenaboutmeneh"



JASE:....

OKUHLE:"chommieareyouthere"

JASE:"ITru-ste-dhimKuhle"

OKUHLE:"friendwhereareyou"

OMG,hehanguponme.Igrabmypurseandbag.Itaxifytohisplace.I'mprayinghedidn'tdo

anythingstupidalongtheway.MyfriendneedsmeandI'mgonnabethereforhim.Ikeeptrying

hisphonebutit'sgoingstraighttovoicemail.Ifeelmyeyesburning,thetearsIcan'tholdthem

back.I'malreadythinkingoftheworst.Isayasmallprayer,Godpleasekeephimsafeforme.

Insert25

Assoonasthecardropsmeoff,Iruninsidetheflat.It'sdarkandthedoorishalfopen.Myheart

isbeatingoutofmychest.Iswitchonmyflashlightandfollowthesniffingsounds.It'sheading

tothebathroom.ThereheissittinginsidethebathtubIrushtohimandgivehimahug.The

waterisicecold,wonderhowlonghashebeenhere.Igrabthetowelandgown,Ihelphimstand

andwipehim.Soonhe'sinhisgownandweheadingtohisbedroom.Iopentheblankets,tuck

himin.He'sshiveringI'mafraidhe'lldefinitelycatchacold.Wehaven'tevensaidanythingto

eachother.Iswitchonthelightsandlockthedoor.Imaketwocupsofhotchocolate,there's2

muffinsthatwillhavetodo.Igointohisbedroom,he'sjuststaringdownandfindingwithhis

fingers.Iservehimthehotcholoteandmuffin.I'msorelievedwhenhestartsstartssippingand

eating.He'sstillshivering,soIswitchintheheater.Good,theroomisgettingwarmernow.He

looksatmeandsmilesthroughhistears.I'mrelievedtosaytheleast.

JASE:"soyouflewoverhere,I'vealwayssuspectedyouofbeingawitch"

Thehumorisstillthere,thismustbeagoodsign.Myemotionsareallovertheplace,don'tknow

whatI'dhavedone,hadIlosthim.Ijustletthetearsflow.

JASE:"IshouldgettingcheatedonmoreoftenMos,ifitmeansyou'lluseyourbroomandget

hereintwominutes"



He'ssostupidthisfriendofmine,webothstartlaughingandhestartscryingalloveragain.I

hughimsotightandbrushhisback

OKUHLE:"letitalloutbabe,cryallyouwant.I'mherejustforyouokay"

Hejustnodsandwail.Thiswasmetwoyearsago.Hewasthereformeeverystepoftheway.I'll

behisrockthistimearound.Hecriesforagood30minuteorso.I'malsosheddingatear,every

nowandthen.

JASE:"ItrustedhimKuhle,thoughthewasdifferentfromalltheothersI'vedatedalltheyears.

Heseemedlegit,hetreatedmelikeaqueen.Hisoneandonly"

OKUHLE:"I'msosorrydoll,thistoowillpass.Itmaynotseemsorightnowbut2monthsfrom

nowwewillbelaughingoverthissituation"

JASE:"I'msogulliblechomie,Ibelievedeverywordhesaid.Hecouldtellmetheskyisgreen

andIwouldn'tevenchecktoseeifit'sreallygreen,that'showmuchItrustedhim"

OKUHLE:"helostoutonagoodthing,he'llnevereverfindalovelikeyours"

JASE:"wasInotenoughforhimKuhle,ormaybeisthefactthatIdon'thaveapussy.Maybeis

thefactthatIwon'tgivehimchildren,butwecould'veadoptedorfoundasurrogateifhewanted

kidsofhisown"

OKUHLE:"pleasedon'tdothistoyourselfdoll,youareenough.Youareavibrant,beautifulman

withaheartofgold.Anyonewillbeluckytohaveyou"

JASE:"youreckon,butwhymemyfriend.WhydoIalwaysfallfortheseguysthattake

advantageofmeandmykindness.Whenthey'vefulfilledtheirpurposeinmylife,theyleaveme

forapussy"

OKUHLE:"theproblemlieswiththem,notyoumyfriend"

JASE:"whycan'tIfindmyprincecharmingandlivehappilyeverafter"

OKUHLE:"lifeisnofairytalebabe,unfortunatelyformeandyouwemightstillkissafewfrogs

beforewefindourprincecharming"

OKUHLE:"speakforyourself,I'mfeedingmynextboyfriendlovepotion"



I'msoshockedbyhislastremark,thatwholemumbojumbooflovepotionscanmissme.I'd

ratherdiealonelywoman,butnotsolonelycozI'llhavemorethanonevibrato.Maybeacallboy

orBen10specificallyforthatpurpose.

JASE:"youshouldseeyourfacialexpression,priceless"

Hestartslaughing,Ireallylovethisfriendofmine.Idecidetoorderhotwingsandpizza.I'm

certainthere'swinestashedsomewhereinthisflat.It'smymissiontofindit,nothingmakesone

feelbetterthancomfortfood.Greatthedeliveryguyishere,guesstodayweeatinginthe

bedroom.ThisoneisaneatfreakandnofoodisallowedinthebedroombuttodayI'llbreakall

theserules.Ifoundthatbottleofwhitewine,wegonnagetsloshed.Someonewillcallinsickat

work,it'son.

Weeatingandsippingonsomewine.HisreallyheartbrokenbutI'mgladhisopeningup.

ApparentlyThulaniisengagedandhepaidlobolaforthiswoman.He'sbeenlivingadoublelife.

Thefiancethinkshisrentingaplacenearhisworkplacejusttocuttransportcosts.Whilethe

wholeweekhecrashesherebyJaseandweekendshealwaystellsJasehisvisitingthefamily.

Soheplayedthemfor3fullyearswithoutgettingcaught.Apparentlyhisfiancewassuspecting

foulplaysohehadhimfollowedandstrikewhenheleastexpectedit.Soshedroppedbytoday

andThulanideniedthehavinganythingtodowithJase.Heclaimedtheywereroommatesand

friends.Hepackedeverythingandleftwithhisfiance.That'swhenJaselearnedoftheir

relationshipstatusandtheirtwoyearolddaughter.Shuu!!Thisisreallyhectic.He'sbeencrying

whilenarratingthestory.Ilovethefactthathespeaksandhe'scrying.

Thebottleisalmostempty.Wearesloshed,talkingabouthowtrashmenare.Themostselfish

speciesontheplanet.Ilookathimlaughing,howcansomeonehurtsuchakindandloving

person.Lifereallyisn'tfair,ithasn'tbeenfairtomostofus.Ifthere'sonethingI'velearntabout

thislife,itsurelygoeson.Peoplewillhurtyouandcarryonasifnothinghappened.Jaseismore

drunknow,guesstonightI'mcrashinghere.HeneedsmeandI'llberighthere.Iwaittillhe'sfast

asleep,assoonashestartssnoringItidyupallthemessinhisbedroomandit'sspotless.I

doublecheckthewindowsandthedoorifitslocked.I'minmyoldbedroom,assoonasI'm

insidethecovers.It'slightsout.Whataday!!



It'spast5inthemorningandI'mpressed,Iusethebathroomandshowerwhileatit.I'mona

cookingspreeandwhatbetterwaytostartwithanEnglishbreakfats.Thebreakfastlooksvery

appetizing,soproudofmyself.IrunabubblebathandwakeupJase.He'sgrumpythismorning,

I'mnotlettinghimfallintodepressionoverthisstupidman.Imakehisbedaswhilehistaking

hisbath.OnethingIloveaboutthismanhe'sveryneat,everythingisinorder.Weeatbreakfast

andhe'snothisusualself.Everythinghasprobablysunkinbynow.SeemslikeI'llspenda

coupleofdayshere,laterI'llrushhomeandgrabfewclothesandtoiletries.Ihaveaplanbut

whatamIgonnawear.IraidJase'swardrobeandcomeacrossleggingsandbigT-Shirt.This

willhavetodofortoday.IdragJasetochangehisclothes.He'swearingtracksuitsandthisisa

perfectoutfitforwhatI'veplannedforus.Wewon'tsithereandbemiserable.

He'scomplainingalongtheway,Istillhavethe3kmyDadgavemeandtodayI'llputittogood

use.TheUbertakesusstraighttosowetotowers,imterrifiedofheightsbuttodayistheday.We

aregoingtobungeejumptoday.Healreadycalledinsickatwork.WegetthereandIpayforthe

bothofus.He'sexcitedsoonasherealizewhatthesurpriseis.Wegetstrappedinandwe

decidetodothisatthesametime.Theadrenaline,it'ssoexhilarating.Ican'treallyexplainit.We

getourpicsandvideos.HismoodhasimprovedandI'msoexcited.Afterwedomoviesand

lunchatthemall.Welaughingandchattingaway.Myphoneringsandit'saland-lineagain,

similartotheattorneysonebutthelast3digitsaredifferent.

OKUHLE:"Hello"

GENTLEMAN:"Goodday,amIspeakingtoLethokuhleKhumalo"

OKUHLE:"speaking"

GENTLEMAN:"I'mNkanyisoNxumalo,youarehiredasmyP.AnextweekMondayIexpectyou

hereatwork8:30amxap.Don'tbelate,Ihatelatecomers"

Haaibohehungsup.Whatanarrogantbastard.WaitI'mhired,IscreamandtellJasethegood

news.Wearehappyjumpingaroundandmakingnoise.Peoplearestaringatus,butwearenot

botheredonebit.Wehavemorereasontocelebratenow.

Insert26

Ispent4moredaysatJase'splace.We'vebeenwinebinging,mallhopingandeatingawhole



Lottajunk.I'mgladtosayhe'sinamuchbetterspaceemotionallyandotherwise.Bhut'Siphiwe

andtheKhumalo'saresohappyforme.Promisedthem,I'llcomehomemonthend.TonightI'll

havetospendanightatmyplace.Imeetopickoutaperfectoutfitandgetmymindreadyfor

work.Afterallthatwineweconsumedthisweekend,Ineedtosoberupfortomorrow.Pencil

skirt,formalshirtand3quarterheels,perfectofficecouture.Isetmyalarmfor5:30am,I'm

nervousallofthesudden.Myphoneringsandit'sJase,hewantstoknowifIarrivedsafeatmy

place.Weindulgeinourgossip,mainlyaboutourweekendandthefunwehad.Wepromise

eachothertodoitmoreoften.I'mfeelingbetterafterourconversation.Idoublecheckmyalarm

again,wouldn'twanttodisappointmyboss.

I'mwokenbymyalarm,doesn'tevenfeellikeIsleptatall.Idragmyselfoutofbed.It'smyfirst

day,IshouldbejumpingforjoybutsomehowI'mtiredmaybeit'sfromthelackofsleep.Ikept

tossingandturningthewholenight.I'mdonepreparingmyselfandlunchboxin7:20am.I'm

gonnabewaytooearlybutIaimtoimpress.Igettoworkandtheofficesarealreadyopened.I

walkinandI'mmetbyAntoinette.Wechatoveracupofcoffee.SheshowsmetowhereI'llbe

working.Theofficeisveryspacious,soI'llbesharingtheofficewiththeeNkanyisoNxumalo.I

havemyownlittleopenplancubicle,it'sabitfurtherfromhisdesk.Ipreferitthisway.Imetthe

receptionistNomzamo.shecamein,didn'tevengreetme.WhenAntoinetteintroducedmeto

her,sheonlywent"mmmm".I'mnotevengonnaentertainher,gotenoughworriesofmyown.

Thebrothersarrivesalmostthesametime.Mpiloisveryfriendlyandhe'smorerelaxedtoday.

Nkanyisoisclosedoffandmoreintimidating.

NKANYISO:"MorningLethokuhleordoyoupreferthenameimmaculate"

OKUHLE:"IpreferthenameLethokuhleSir"

NKANYISO:"Isee,Antoinettewillhavetoshowyoutheropes.You'llbeworkingcloselywith

herforthewholeweek.Youcanbeexcused"

OKUHLE:"thankyouSir"

Hejustleavesmethere,guessI'llhavetofindAntoinette.TheNomzamowomanistoofriendly

withMpilo.Bathong!MyfirstdayandI'malreadymakingassumptions."kuhlebehave"noteto

myself.IfindAntoinette,she'smorethanhappytoteachme.ThewholedayI'mshadowingher,

she'sshowingmehowtomanageNkanyiso'sdiary,allthefilesandclientsthathiscurrently

workingon.I'menjoyingthisalready,don'tknowifit'sAntoinette'sbubblynatureordetailsof

herprivatelifethat'sgotmesorelaxedandenjoyingthismoment.Lunchtimecomes,wechill

bythestuffdiningroomandeat.Nomzamoisjustoccupiedwithherphonewhilemeand

Antoinetteareengaginginourconverstion.AfterlunchIShadowAntoinettetillweknockoff,



she'ssuchagoodTeacherthough.We'vecoveredallthereistoknowinjustaday,guess

tomorrowI'llbemorepractical.Firstdaywasn'tthatbad.

Igettomyplaceandtakeamuchdeservedbath.IcallmybrotherandtheKhumalo'sjustto

updatethemonmyfirstday.I'mtoolazytocookbutwhatamIgonnahaveforluchtomorrow.I

make0myselfasandwichandbingeonsomemoreofthebigbangtheory.I'mlovingthisnew

life,beingbusythewholeday.Comingbackhome,bath,cook,watchTVandsleep.SoonI'll

havetoaddgyminmyschedule,evenifit's2timesaweek.Thingsarelookingpromising

already.

Thatalarmagain,guessI'llbeusedtoitafteraweekorso.I'matworkandshadowing

Antoinetteagain.Nomzamoisstillofftowardsme,shecanjumpoffthenearestcliffforallI

care.Therestoftheweekit'sthesameroutine,wehaven'tspokensinceday1withmyboss.It's

Fridayandweknockoffat2pm.FridayIpackmybag,thisweekendI'mcrashingbyJaseagain.

He'llbestrongwearebothsingleandweneedtohittheclubtonight.Assoonashegetshome

fromwork,henotifiesme.I'mthereinaninstant,wecook,eatandprepareforanightoffun.

WehitBoothnightclubinSandton,JaseinvitedthesquadandIknowit'sgonnagetlit.Weparty

anddancethenightaway.Drinksareflowingandsoistheconversation.Selfies,groupphotos

aresnappedandloaded.Thisisthelife,wearriveatJase'splacepast5am.Ipassoutinmy

room.Saturdaywesohangover,wejustlazearoundthewholeday.SundayI'mbackatmyplace.

Haaibo!!WeekendsarereallymadeinChina.

Monday,I'matworkandtodayI'mfullyinchargeofMrNxumalo'sdiaryandallhiscasefiles.I'm

earlyasusualandsettledinmysmallcubicle.Igreethimuponhisarrivalandbriefhimonallhis

meetings.Heseemsimpressedbutdoesn'tshowit.Hehasameeting,Isitinandjotdownall

theimportantnotes.Idiariesallhismeetingtomorrowandhehasacourtappearance.He

wantsmeaccompanyhim.I'mjustgoingwiththeflow,hehardlysaysanythingtomeunlessit's

workrelatedandIpreferitthatway.Knockofftime,I'mhappytobehome.Sameroutine

bathing,cooking,TVandsleep.ThefollowingdayI'maccompanyingMrNxumaloasrequired,

hesuggestweeatbreakfastfirst.Weareinmugandbean,there'snoconversationI'mjust

eatingwhilehe'sbusyonhisphoneandgigglingeverynowandthen.CrazyItellyou,samething

inthecarheconcentrateontheroad.Onourwayback,stillthesamestory.

Everythinghasbeengoingsmoothly,it'sbeen3monthsinceIgothired.I'vevelaidoffon



partyingeveryweekend,itgottoomuchforme.Todayweareattendingsomegalaworkdinner,

I'minmyexpensivegown,decidedtoplaittribalbraids.Antoinetteisfetchingmefrommyplace

butI'llhavetorequestanUberwhenIcomeback.It'sreallynoproblem.Everyoneislooking

amazingsoistheplace.I'msittedwithmycolleagues,MrNxumalo,hiswifeandsons.Mpilo

camewithaplusoneandNomzamoisstaringatthiswomanwithevileyes.MeandAntoinette

aresippingonDOMPergnonrosegold,it'snoteverydayawomangetstosiponsomefine

expensivechampagne.I'msuddenlypressed,Ineedthelooasap.I'mrushingtothelooanddo

mybusiness.Ishouldprobablytakeiteasyonthatchampagne,howamIgonnagethome.I

leavethebathroomandmakemywaytothetable.Ifeeleyespiercingmyback,itdoesn'thelp

thatmybackisexposed.Thescent,aftersomanymonths.Thatvoice,Iremaininthatposition

foragood10minute.

Iturnbackandthereheislookingasfineasever.Hiseyesarefixedonme.Hisholdingaglass

ofwhiskeyandheslowlyliftsittohismouthOwsosensually.Thingsarehappeningtomeright

now.Afterallthistime,Istillcrumbleathisgaze.Everythingandeveryonedoesn'tseemtoexist.

I'mjustlostintheworldoflustagain.

NKANYISO:"Lethokuhle,areyoualright"

Iturnandlookathim.Heseemconcerned.

NKANYISO:"you'vebeengoneforawhileandAntoinetteaskedmetocheckonyou.Areyou

alright"

Iturnbackagainandhe'sgonejustlikethat,wasIdaydreaming.Nofuckenwayhewasjust

here.It'shimthatIsaw.IturntolookatNkanyisoagain.Helooksevenmoreworriednow.

NKANYISO:"Lethokuhledidsomethinghappentoyou,youlookflushedlikeyou'veseena

ghostorsomething"

Ilookatthatspotagain,he'sgone.He'sreallygone.I'msoweakandspeechless.Ican'teven

findmyvoice,guessthewineisalsotakingitstollonme.



NKANYISO:"Lethokuhle,fuckthisI'mtakingyouhome.Letmejustinformtheothers"

Hepullsmeintoourtableandgrabmyfurcoat.

NKANYISO:"goodnightlovelypeople,I'mtakingmissKhumalohome.She'snotfeelingwell,

guessit'ssomethingsheate"

Everyonebidsusfarewell.Hegentlypullsmebymyarm,I'mjustfollowinghislead.Hepullsme

inhiscar,adjustmyseatandstraptheseatbelt.Offwego

Insert27

IopenmyeyesandI'minanunfamiliarroom,Ijumpoutofbed.I'monlyleftwithmybraand

Braziliancutlacepanty.OkayIrememberbeinginthecarwithNkanyiso,thismustbehisplace.

Beatsmewhycouldn'thetakemehome.Mydressisnowhereinsight,whydothesethings

havetohappentome.Ipeepthroughthewardrobesbuttheyareempty.Istripthesheetofthe

bedandcovermyself.There'smusicplayingandallIhavetodoisfollowthevoiceoftheperson

rappingtothissong.Thishouseishuge,themusiciscomingfromdownstairsandsomething

smellsdivine.Imakemywaydownthestairsbattlingwiththislongasssheet.Ifonlymydress

wasinsightthenIwouldn'tbecaughtupinthismessysituation.Imakemywaytothekitchen,

thisisquiteasight.He'srappingtothisTwopac-dearmamasong.Shirtlessandhe'sbobbing

hisheadupanddownwhiletossingthesausages.Istandthereandfeastmyeyesonthis

pleasanttotheeyecreaturebehindthestove.Heturnsandlooksatme

NKANYISO:"greatyouareawake,howareyoufeelingnow"

OKUHLE:"I'dfeelmuchbetterifIhaddecentclothesonme"

Helooksatmeforthelongesttime.Ihonestlycannotallowthistogetanyawkwardthanit

alreadyis.



OKUHLE:"youdidn'thappentoseewhereIputmydress"

NKANYISO:"letmegetitforyou"

Heswitchoffthestove,runupstairsanddissappearedtooneoftherooms.Hecomesback

downandhandsmemydress.

OKUHLE:"uhhmmthankyou.MrNkanyiso,howdidIenduphere"

Nkanyiso:"youpassedoutbeforeyoucouldtellmeyouraddress,Ihadnochoicebuttobring

youhomewithme"

Clearlyhistheonethatstrippedmeoffmyclothes,awkward.Thethoughtofhimseeingmehalf

naked.Thepantiesareseethrough,sohesawmyNana.I'msuddenlyembarrassed,Ishould've

takeniteasyonthebeverage.Ineedtogetoutofhere.

OKUHLE:"MrNkanyiso,I'mreallysorryforruiningtheGaladinnerforyou.Thankyouforyour

hospitalitybutIthinkit'sbestformetoleavenow"

NKANYISO:"Don'tmentionit.Ihadtomakesureyougethomesafe,thestateyouwerein

whenIfoundyou"

OKUHLE:"thankyouonceagain"

NKANYISO:"havebreakfastwithme,thenI'lltakeyouhome"

OKUHLE:"canIfreshenupfirst"

NKANYISO:"noproblemcomewithme"

Ifollowhislead,heshowsmethebathroom.unfortunatelyhedoesn'thaveanyfeminine

products,soI'llhavetousehistoiletries.HebringsmejoggerpantsandoneofHisT-shirt.

AtleastIwon'thavebreakfastinthatdress.Ismellsomasculine.Thesejoggerspantsare

sittingonmenicely,nottootighttheyareaperfectfit.Ifeelsomuchbetterandrefreshed.We

havingbreakfastandI'msold.Don'tknowifit'shungerbuthesuremakesoneheckofa

breakfast.I'menjoyingthisandImightgoforseconds.Noholdup,I'mdefinitelygoingfor

seconds.Myplateisclean,Idishupmorebacon,eggs,sausageandaddtwomoreslices.He's

staringatmeinamusement.HeclearshisthroatbutI'mnotbothered.I'lleattillI'mfull.He



clearshisthroatagain,okayhehasmyattentionnow.

NKANYISO:"enjoyingyourfood,Isee"

OKUHLE:"mmmhm"

That'sallImanagetosay,accompaniedbyanod.Heseemsimpressedwithhimself.I'mdone

andtheleastIcandoiswashthedishes.Thisoneisverystrange,whositsandwatchpeople

doingdishes.I'mdoneandIjustneedmybednow.Heofferstotakemehome.Ithankhimonce

againforhishospitality.Ikindofenjoyedourdrivetomyplace.Fortheveryfirsttimewe

actuallyengagedinaconversation,Mrisnotsouptightafterall.Homesweethome.I'mbusy

searchingformyflatkeys,beatsmewhyIdidn'tdosoonmywayhere.

MBUSO:"Nkosazana"

OKUHLE:"HiMbuso,longtimenosee.Whereareyouhidingthesedays"

MBUSO:"It'syouthat'shiding,thoughtyouevenmovedout"

OKUHLE:"Don'tbesilly,I'vebeenhereallalong.Maybeit'smynewjob"

MBUSO:"I'mgladtoseeyou,don'tbeastranger.Needhelpwiththat"

OKUHLE:"Don'tworryIfoundwhatIwaslookingfor"

MBUSO:"canItakeyououtforlunchtoday,sowecancatchup"

OKUHLE:"I'msorrybutalreadyhaveplans,maybenexttime"

MBUSO:"okay,takecareneh.Seeyouaround"

IlockupassoonasI'minsidemyflat,Iopenthewindows.TodayI'mhavingalazyday.Jase

willforgivemebuttodayIt'sjustme,thebigbangtheoryandjunkfood.Ichangeintoclean

underwearandaloosedress.IcalltheKhumalo'sandBhut'Siphiwejusttocheckonthem.Next

weekendI'mgoinghome,it'sbeenawhileandIpromisedmyparentsavisit.Jasehasbeen

partyingalmosteveryweekend.Latelythepartyscenehasbeenabittoomuchforme.I'vebeen

decliningmostinvitesfromhim.I'mcontentwiththelifestyleI'vebeenlivingasoflate.Theday

carriesonwithmebingewatchingtheBigbangtheory.It'spast4andIfeellikecooking.The

planwastomakesomethinglightbutIgetcarriedawayandpullafullSundaykos.It'saround

7pmandI'mdonewithgrillingthemeat.Itakeamuchdeservedbath,afterslavingawayinthe



kitchen.

I'vetriedtosuppressallthesethoughtsthathavebeenroamingmymindthewholeday.Bra

Muzi,Isighheavily.Mymindracetolastnight'soccurrence,aftersomanymonths.Ifinallysee

himandhepulladissappearingactonme.Surelyhewasalsonotexpectingtoseemethere,

thatwaspurecoincidence.Clearlyhedidn'twanttotalktome.Icouldbewrongbutwehada

momentrightthere,helookedatmewiththoselustyeyes.Wonderwhatcould'vehave

happenedhadwenotbeeninterrupted.Thestaringcontest,hehasthisstrongholdoverme.

ThefactthatIhaven'tbeenlaidinoverfourmonthsdoesn'thelpmeeither.Thoughtsofhimand

hisdominantnaturearecrowdingmymind.Theurgetotouchmyselfiswaytoomuchnow.I'm

sensuallyrubbingmybreastandtheotherhandmakesitswaytomyNana.I'mimagininghim

touchingmealloveragainandI'mrubbingmyclits.Thefingertravelsfrommylabiatothe

clitoris,thepleasureiskickingin.Irubincircularmovements,upanddown.Ipickupthepace

andIreleaseahugegasp.Juicesareflowing,I'vejustpleasedmyself.Isitinthatpositionfora

good10mingatheringmystrengthback.Thewateriscoldnow,Idrymyselfandslipintomy

nightwear.

I'msohungryafterthebathsession,eatingalonewon'tevenbeaproblem.Idishupformyself

andjustasIsettleonacouchthere'saknockatthedoor.It'spast8atnightwhocouldthatbe.I

peepthroughthelittlehole.Haaibo!Idon'tbelievemyeyes.Iopenthedoorandhe'sstanding

therewithasmirkonhisface.

OKUHLE:"Nkanyiso,whatareyoudoinghere!"

NKANYISO:"Iwasintheneighborhood,decidedtocheckonyoubeforeheadinghome.Aren't

yougonnletmein?"

Hemakeshiswayinandleavesmethereatthedoorlookingshocked.Hesettlescomfortablyin

mycouchandstartsdiggingonmyfood.Bathong!Thisman.

NKANYISO:"Thisisdelicious,didyoumakeit"

OKUHLE:"ofcourseImadeit"

NKANYISO:"youmightaswelldishuptwoplates,oneforyouandanotheroneforme"



Hereallyisn'tplayingaroundIdishuptwoplates,hisdonewiththefirstplate.SoonasIputthe

foodinthesmalltable,hetakesthesecondplateanddigsin.He'senjoyingeveryminuteofthis,

Icantellbyhisfacialexpression.Imhalfwaythroughmyplateandheisdone.Heburpssoloud

andlaughsafterthat.Icomplainandhelaughs.

NKANYISO:"I'malsoheretocollectmyjoggerpants,youcankeeptheT-shirtthough"

OKUHLE:"letmegetthemforyou"

Igetthemandpacktheminoneoftheshoppingbagsforhim.Hetakesthem.Haaibo!thisman.

NKANYISO:"thanksforthelovelysupper,pityIcan'tdothedishes"

Hedashesoff.StrangecharacterItellyou.Ilockupandmakemywaytothebed.I'mexhausted.

Insert28

It'sSundayIdecidetodosomelittlegroceryshopping,especiallysinceI'mtakinglunchtowork

everyday.IgopassJase'shousewithmygroceries.He'shungover,Howhemanagestopullthis

everyweekendbeatsme.

JASE:"lookwhatthecatdraggedin"

OKUHLE:"I'mheretonurseyourhangoverassbacktolife"

JASE:"aren'tyouthesweetest,comehere"

OKUHLE:"noways,gobath.I'llcookforus"

Ifhe'sexpectingsevencoloursthenhe'llgetashock.Imakepap,worsandchakalaka.Today

I'mnokitchenslave,1hourtopsthenI'mdone.Lookatthisfoolparadingnaked.



OKUHLE:"aggMaansies,wearyourclothespls"

JASE:"you'veseenmenakedcountlesstimesMos,what'syourproblem"

Igivehimthatseriouslook,heknowsbetterthantoargue.Hecamebackwearingshortsand

vest.That'smuchbetter,Ican'tbediningwithanakedman.He'stellingmeallabouttheclub

scenefromFridayandSaturday.I'mjustenjoyingmyfoodandhiscompany.Heoffersmewine

butIdeclinehisoffer.I'mtakingiteasyontheintoxicatingbeverages.WechillandlaterIbid

himfarewellandheadtomyplace.

MBUSO:"nkosazana,howareyoudoingtoday"

OKUHLE:"hymbuso,I'mallgoodandyou"

MBUSO:"letmehelpyouwiththose"

It'sjust3plasticbags.Heinsistoncarryingthemforme.Fortheveryfirsttime,Iinvitehiminto

myflat.Heputsthebagsawayandsettleinthecouch.Imakecoffeeforthebothofus.It'sabit

awkward,helooksuncomfortableforsomereason.Heaskforthenewschannel,Idon'teven

watchnews.Ichangetothenewschannelandwetalkaboutfamily,friendsandwork.He's

gettingalittlecomfortablenow.Idefinitelywouldn'tmindhavinghimasafriend.Itsgettingabit

lateandwesayourgoodbyes.Ilockthedoor,I'mtootiredtoevenpreparefortomorrow.I

mightjustwakeupearly,goodthingIdishedmyselfalunchbox.I'mtootiredtoevenbath

tonight.

Thatalarmagain.Iprepareandleaveforwork.I'musedtoNomzamo'sbitchnessnow,Ino

longerbothermyselfgreetingheranymore.Antoinettecouldn'twaittofillmeinonherweekend.

She'ssuchabubblysomebody,wedecidetocatchupduringlunchtime.Igetintomycubicle

andcheckmybossesemails.Idiariesallhisemailsandgethisfilesready.Hecomesinat9am

xapandhe'sinsuchagoodmood.MomMarthacomesinwith2cupsofcoffee.Heaskmeto

Joinhim.Isitacrosshimandhavecoffeeandmuffins.Theytastesogood,he'sstaringatme.

OKUHLE:"what"

NKANYISO:"thinkI'vefoundmyselfaneatingbuddy"

OKUHLE:"becarefulwhatyouwishforNkanyisoSir,Imightjustusethattomyadvantage"



NKANYISO:"bemyguest,it'srareseeingawomaneatingfreelywithoutjeopardizingherfigure

orwhateveritisyouwomanobsessaboutwhereweightit'sconcerned"

OKUHLE:"clearlyyou'vebeenhangingaroundthewrongcrowdofWoman"

Thatsmirkagain,hesurelywasn'texpectingthatcomebackfromme.Ileavehimthereandget

onwithmywork.It'slunchtime,Ican'twaitforAntoinette'sstories.Wesettleinourlittledindig

tableandIgettohearofallherweekendshenanigans.Thedaygoesquickerthanusual,it's

hometime.AllIwannadoissoakmyselfinthebathandindulgeinsomemefuntime.These

daysI'vebeentouchingmyselfduringbathtimeorbeforebedtime.Whoneedsaman,whenyou

havemagicfingers.

Imdonebathing,thinkI'llhavebreadtonight.I'mtoolazytocooktonight.Perksoflivingalone.

Ansmscomesthroughfrommyphone

"bereadyin30minutes,there'safoodjointweneedtoexplore.Fromonefoodietoanother.my

Foodbuddy"

Wherewasheallalong,thisfoodbuddyofmine.Islipintojeans,takkiesandleatherjacket.

There'saknockandwetakeoff.Iwonderwherethisoneistakingme.Wedriveintosomea

kasishisanyama.I'msurprised,wowould'vethoughtacheeseboylikehim.Wow,itmustbea

usualhangoutcozeveryoneseemstoknowhim.WesettleandtheyhaveAfricandishes.He

ordersMogoduandpap.Neverjudgeabookbyitscover,Ican'tseemtomakeupmymind.So

heorderesforme.Ourfoodarrives,there'stripe,chickenfeet,drumsticks,braaidwors,redmeat,

papanddumpling.Wooow!!Thisistoomuchfoodfortwopeople.Weeatoverlight

conversation.Wediscussinglifeingeneral,loveandallthemadnessthatcomeswithbeingan

adult.He'ssocarefreeoutsidetheworkingenvironment.

I'msofull,mytummyisaching.Hekeepsmakingfunofme.Eatingfastcompetition,where

haveyoueverheardthat.Yep,theconsequencesoftakingpartintheeatingcompetition.This

fooliscrackingup,thisisn'tfunnyanymore.AllIwantismybednow.He'sdrivingmetomyflat,

Ifeelsick.AssoonashestopsthecarIrunbutIdon'tevenmakeittothedoor.Ivomitallmy

stomachscontents,allthedifferentfoodsareclushinginmytummy.He'sstandingbesideme

lookingallkindsofworried,guessit'snotsofunnynow.Hetakesmybag,getthekeyandopen

thedoor.Hepullsmeinside,allthewaytothebathroom.Ivomitagainandsitinthatposition.



Shamehe'scleaningthemessoutside,nowIfeelbad.

Herunsmeabubblebath,he'stypingsomethingonhisphone.

NKANYISO:"willyoubeabletotakeabathbyyourselfordoyouneedmyassistance"

OKUHLE:"IthinkI'llmanage"

NKANYISO:"areyousure"

Inod,nowayshe'sseeingmenakedforthesecondtimearound.I'mabitflushedbutI'll

manage.

NKANYISO:"shoutifyouneedanything,I'llberightoutside"

Thisoneisextra,toodramatic.Hewasn'tjokingaboutbeingoutside,therewasaknockafter

every7-8minutes.Haaibo,thisguy.HekeptaskingifI'mstillokay.Ihadtocutmybathshort

beforehebreaksmydoor.Wehadafullonconversationwhilehewasontheothersideofthe

door.Islipintomygownandhe'sstandingnexttothedoor.Ifeelabitbetterjustalittle

headacheandstomachcramps.Hetakeshiscarandmyflatkeyswith.

NKANYISO:"I'llbebackjustnow,there'sapharmacystillopen.Ifyoufeelworsecallmeokay,

callme.I'llbeback"

Justlikethathe'sgone.Twentyminuteslaterhe'sbackwithpills,gingerale,fruits,2different

typesofjuiceandcoke.Ican'thelpbutlaugh,hedoesn'tseemtofindhumorinallthis.Hepicks

meupfromthecouchandtuckmeinbed.I'mdrinkingthepills,what'sthefussallabout.He

putsthefruitsandalltheotherstuffheboughtnexttothebed.There'sbottledwateralso.

OKUHLE:"youdon'thavetoFusssomuch,I'mfeelingwaybetternow"

NKANYISO:"I'mnottakinganychances"



OKUHLE:"it'sgettingreallylate,youneedtorest"

NKANYISO:"stopworryingaboutme,letmetakecareofyou"

OKUHLE:"tomorrowyouhaveaveryearlymeeting,withaveryimportantclient"

NKANYISO:"importantthanwhoLethokuhle,importantthanwho"

OKUHLE:"I'llbefine.Letmeputyournumberonspeeddial,see.I'llcallyouiforwhenIget

worse.Ipromise"

NKANYISO:"wecanhavethisargumentthewholenight,I'mnotleaving.I'llberightherebeside

youthewholenight"

I'mshockedtosaytheleast.Ishereallyserious,whowouldwanttoleavetheirminiMansion

andsleepinamatchboxsizeflat.That'sjusthowmyplacelookslikecomparedtohis.

NKANYISO:"thelookonyourfacerightnow,priceless.I'llbeintheroom,shoutwhenyouneed

me"

Bathong!Thisfoodbuddyofmineisoneheckofacharacter.Thepillsaregettingthebetterof

me.I'mdrowsyandsleepy.Iclosemyeyesandallowsleeptoconsumeme.

Insert29

ThealarmIcanhearitfromafar.I'mstillexhausted,thinkit'stheaftereffectsofthepills.

IfIdon'tgetupnow,I'llbelateforwork.Idragmyselftothebathroom.Wonderhowdidmyfood

buddyslept.I'mdonebathingandtryingtoironmyworkoutfit.Hecomesoutofthebedroom.

Heleansagainstthedoor.

NKANYISO:"MissKhumalo,whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing"

OKUHLE:"preparingforworkMrNxumalo"

NKANYISO:"younotsettingyourfootinthere,nottodayMissKhumalo"



OKUHLE:"MrNxumaloI'mgoingtowork,Ihavebillstopaymonthend"

NKANYISO:"MissKhumalo,I'myourbossandI'mgivingyouanoffdaytoday"

OKUHLE:"butIfeelbetterNkanyisosir"

NKANYISO:"youarenotgoingtoworkandthat'sfinalLet-O"

OKUHLE:"LET-O"

Hejustlaughsandwalksaway.Onlyasnob,trustfundbabyhastheabilitytoruinmynamelike

that.Notonlyisheruiningmynamebuthe'sbusyparadingaroundinhisboxers.Isthataboner

orthemanisnaturallygifted.Itdefinitelywasn'tmyintentiontolookbuttheeyeman,theeye.I

watchhimgointhebathroom,probablytobathbuthecomesbackquickerthanexpected.

Canyoubelievehe'scomplainingaboutmytoiletries,apparentlytheyaretoofeminineforhis

liking.Aay!hecanjumpoffthenearestcliff,he'llbathathisplace.Hedressesandcallsthe

office.We'llbespendingthewholedayincourt,that'swhathesaysoverthephone.Lies,lies!!

NKANYISO:"dresscomfortablyweleavingin10min"

OKUHLE:"wherearewegoing"

NKANYISO:"I'llhavetotakeabathLET-OandIwon'tleaveyouherebyyourself"

OKUHLE:"I'mnotgonnawinthisargument,AmI"

NKANYISO:"nope,changeweleavingin5minutes"

OKUHLE:"it's5minutesnow"

NKANYISO:"4,3"

OKUHLE:"okay,okay"

Firstit'smyname,nowhe'sbullyingme.What'swrongwiththisman.Icanhearhimcounting

fromtheothersideofthedoor.He'sbeyondcrazythisone.Idressupquicklyandwetakeoff.

I'msohungry,mytummyisevengrumbling.

OKUHLE:"canwegetsomethingtoeat,I'mstarving"



NKANYISO:"soyoucangetsickandthrowallupinmycar.Idon'tthinkso"

OKUHLE:"reallynow,yesterdaywasadifferentstoryalltogether.Thedifferentmeatsandall

thespicesmademytummyupset"

NKANYISO:"I'mnottakinganychances"

Irollmyeyesandfoldmyhands.I'msoupsetrightnow,don'tevenfeelliketalkinganymore.I'm

givinghimstraightanswerstowhateverheasks.He'snotevenphasedbymysuddenchangeof

moodsandattitude.Thedrivesseemslongernow,I'mirritatedbyeventhesmallestofthings.

I'mhungry,allIneedisfood.Canthismanbesoheartless,Ishould'veremainedbehind.I'dbe

eatingnow.Mybreathingpatternhaschangedthat'showupsetIamrightnow.Wedriveinhis

minimansion.Istormoutassoonashestops,onlytowaitforhimatthedooragain.Ifeellike

wipingthatsmirkoffhisface.

NKANYISO:"letmeofficiallywelcomeyou,sinceIhadtocarryyouinthefirsttime"

NKANYISO:"sowenotonspeakingtermsmyLET-O,letmequicklytakeabathandfeedyou

myfoodbuddy"

Hismissiontokillmewithhungerissucceeding,hestillwantstobathandI'mdying.Wowjust

wow!

NKANYISO:"I'llmakeitsnappy,youwon'tdie.I'llbedonein20min"

20min,someoneburymerightnow.Herunsupstairs.I'mnotgonnawaitfor20min.Iraidhis

fridge,there'sredmeat,wings,andapie.AllleftoversIassume.Iwarmupthepieandwings.It

smellssogood,Idiginassoonasthefoodgetswarm.I'mleaningonthekitchencounteramd

enjoyingmyfood.It's15minsincehewentforhisbath.Imaginehavingtowait,whileyoucould

beeating.There'sacoffeemachine,Idon'tevenknowhowtooperatethisthing.SoIboilthe

kettle,anothersearchingspreefortheteacombo.LuckilyIcomeacrossthem.Imakemytea

andsettledownnow.25minuteslater,he'snowhereinsight.SeewhatImean,would've

collapsedinthishugeasshouse.

Heresurfacesafter45minutes,wearingthosejoggerpantsIlike.I'monmysecondservingof



meat.Heseemsabitdisappointedbytheplateinfrontofme.Hecanjumpoffthenearestriver,

Iwasn'tgonnastarvewhenthere'sfoodaround.Haaibo!

NKANYISO:"knewIcouldn'ttrustyouaroundfood"

OKUHLE:"youtookalmostanhour,Icould'vediedyouknow"

NKANYISO:"impatientIsee,nowI'llhavetoeatalone"

OKUHLE:"dependswhatyoucooking,mightjustjoinyou"

NKANYISO:"what'sthepointofcooking"

He'ssulkingandI'mnotabouttoentertainhim.He'seatingmuesliandyoghurtshamepoorman.

Hisdoneandwearearguingonwhatmovietowatch.Sowebothdecideonwatchinga

Romanticcomedy.Heissocarefree,I'mlovingthissideofhim.Theplanwastocooktogether

ourlunchbutI'mdoingallthecookingnow.Wehaveourlunchandcontinuewithourmovie

marathon.Laterhedropsmeoffathome.Iwasabitsadwhenheleftafterourcupofcoffee.

Hehaddifficultyleavingalso.Ican'tlabelwhatishappeningbetweenus,allIknow,heismy

foodbuddyandIenjoyhiscompany.

IcallJasetocatchup.Mogheyclaimshe'stakingabreakfromtheclubscene.I'llbelievethat

after3consecutiveweekendsofhimnotpartying.ApparentlyThulanihaddroppedbyto

apologizeandhechasedhimoutlikeadog.Serveshimright,afterallthedramahebroughtinto

myfriendslife.Wegossipasusual.IcalltheKhumalo'sjusttocheckonthem,only2weeks

beforeIseethem.Bhut'Siphiwewantsmetomeetthespecialladyinhislife,Iprayit'snot

anotherspecialcase.

Itakemybathandindulgeinsomeselfpleasuring.Lately,I'vesuddenlydevelopedthissexual

urge.It'scrazybutsometimesmyfantasyisnoneotherthanNkanyisoNxumalo.I'dtouch

myselfwithhisimagefillingmymind.Todayit'sevenworse,afterseeingthatDickprintwhen

hewasparadinginhisboxersearlier.He'smasculine,withaveryseductivelaughter.Icumover

thesethoughts.Lordhavemercy,myfoodbuddyhasturnedintomysexuallyarousal

stimulation.Wtf!I'mtootiredtoevenlotion.Iwrapmyselfinmygown.Getinbetweenthe

covers.Whataday!Ansmsfrommyfoodbuddy,sexualarousalstimulatorinsecret.



"hadalovelydaytodayLET-Ogoodnight"

Wonderhowhe'dsoundlikemourningmyname

"LET-O"

Ireply

"thefeelingismutualmyfoodbuddy,seeyoutomorrowNkanyisosir"

He'scalling.NahI'mnotgonnapickthisup.Iputmyphoneonsilent.Thoughtsofthismanare

invadingmymind.Igetup,drugmyselfwithallergexandpanado.TheimagesOwLordhave

mercy.Thedrugsarekickinginnow.Lala-landhereIcome.

Insert30

Damnit'sthatalarmagain,lifeofaworkingcitizen.ThisiswhatIsignedupfor,thisisexactly

whatIwanted.I'minsuchgreatspiritstoday,goodvibrationsonly.Igetup,makemybedand

playmusic.Ciara-bodypartyonrepeat.Moghelisfeelingherself.Irunmybubblebathand

dancesosensuallyinfrontofthemirror.

"youcankeepyourhandsonme,touchmerightthere,rockmybody.

Ican'tkeepmyhandsoffyou,yourbodyismyparty

I'mdoingthislittledanceforyou

Yougotmesoexcited

Nowit'sjustmeonyou

Yourbodyismyparty,let'sgetitstarted"

Idon'trememberbeingthishappyandlively.It'sbeenalongwhile.I'msingingmyheartoutand



dancinglikeastripper.Noone'swatching,soI'mgettingfreakyandkinkyallupinthismirror

business.Ohshit!IgotabitcarriedawaywithZonkefeelings.Flipthetime,Ijumpinthebath

anddomyhygieneprocessasquicklyasIcan.GoodthingI'mnotironing.I'mwearingclothesI

wassupposetowearyesterday.Idon'tevenhavealunchboxtoday.Igrabfruitsandallbran,I'll

behungryasfuckbythetimeIknockoffbutthiswillhavetodo.It'sbetterthanhavingnolunch

atall.Theshopsarewaytoofar.I'mgettingdiscountfromthetaxifyguy.Hechargesmewhat

thetaxicould'vechargedmeinaday.Perksofbeingaloyalcustomer.GladI'vecoveredthe

time.

Antoinetteisalreadywaitingforme,wemaketeaandcarryonwithourusualtopics.Her

personallife,beingthemainsubject.TodayI'minsuchagoodmood.Nomzamoseemsabit

downtoday,hereyesareswollenandshe'sreallytryingtolookstrongbutshamethepoor

womanlookscrushed.Antoinettepullsmeintoheroffice,sheclosesthedoorandIknow

whatevershe'sabouttotellmeishighlyconfidential.

ANTOINETTE:"skatluisterhier"(darlinglistenhere)

OKUHLE:"aayNetteyouknowIwon'thereathing,whenustartspeakingAfrikaans"

ANTOINETTE:"sorryMaanman,yoursisterthere(Nomzamo)wasgettingitonwithNxumalo

Junior"

Woowmyheartbeat,whythisreactionnow.WhichNxumaloJuniorisshereferringto.Hopefully

notmyfoodbuddy.WhyamIjealousnow.No,no!Irefuse,I'mjustfondofhim.Imeanhefeeds

meandfeedsmyothersecretcravings.It'snotlove,evenifit'shim,thathasjerkshittodowith

me.Butmyheartbeat,I'mwaitingforhertotellmewhichNxumaloJunior.ScrewthisIhaveto

know.Heregoesnothing

OKUHLE:"youdon'tsay!whichNxumalobrotherisshegettingitfrom"

ANTOINETTE:"thequestionis,wasshegettingitfrom.MpiloNxumalo,sheseducedhimand

gotexactlywhatshewanted.NowMpilohaspaidlobolatohisgirlfriendandrumorshasitthey

willtietheknotsoon"

OKUHLE:"sowashecheatingonherthewholetime,whilegettingfreakywithZamo"

ANTOINETTE:"no,heonlymether5monthsagoandendedthesexualaffairwithZamo

immediately.Thepoorgirlhopedhewilleventuallyfallforher"



OKUHLE:"that'shecticshame,Ifeelforherman"

ANTOINETTE:"it'sreallysad,sheneverusedtobethiscoldyouknow.shewasbubblyand

friendlybutaftershestartedsleepingwiththejuniorboss.Shedevelopedanattitude,thought

shewasbetterthanallofus"

OKUHLE:"shameIreallyfeelforhermaybeshecaughtfeelings.Itcan'tbeeasywatching

somebodyyoulove,lovesomeoneelse"

ANTOINETTE:"it'slifeskat,whatcanwesay"

OKUHLE:"letmegetgoing,wewillcatchuparoundlunch"

It'ssadwhathappenedtoNomzamo,Ican'tevenbegintoimaginewhatshe'sgoingthrough.

Watchingsomeoneyouloveslipawayfromyou,thatIcanrelate.Iguessbadthingshappento

goodpeopletoo.Behindallthatmakeup,fancyofficecouturethere'saveryfragileandbroken

woman.

Maybeshe'snotsuchabadperson,shepulledthatwholecoldbitchyattitudetomaskthepain.

Wewomanareverygoodinmaskingourpain.Westillmanagetolaugh,jokeandspeakloudly.

Comenighttimethemaskgetsoff,wecryandbreakdown.Whenthemorningcomeswewear

thatsamehappymask.AfterthatmorningbangandgoodvibrationsIhad.Ifeelabitdown.

FuckthisI'llbethebiggerman.

OKUHLE:"morningZamo,wouldyoulikeacupofcoffeeortea?"

ShejustlooksatmeasifI'vejustspokenaforeignlanguage.Noreply,great.Ileaveherthere

andgointheoffice.Idomyworkanddiariesallhismeetings.Ansmsfromhim

"LET-O,I'llbeworkingfromcourttodaythewholeday.MrNxumaloseniorisnotfeelingwell.

I'mtakingoverhiscase"

Thedisappointment,myfoodbuddyIwaslookingforwardtoseehim.Maybeit'sagoodthing

he'saway,thatDickprinthasbeenInvadingmymindmoreconstantlynow.It'sbeenawhile

sinceIlasthadanyrealaction.It'sfulfillingpleasingoneselfbutthewholecombinationof

havingyourbreastssucked,insidewarmmasculinearms.Sweetnothingsbeingwhisperedin



yourears,neckkissing,fingersucking,waistgrippingandassspanking.TheDickbeingdeep

withinyou,thatwholecombinationispriceless.Makingloveissuchabeautifulthing.

Antoinetteisululating,Irushtoseewhat'sthereasonbehindallthatnoise.It'sMpiloandthe

lovelyMatshepohisbridetobe.Wow!That'sthebiggestrockI'veeverseen,ifthat'san

engagementringIwonderwhatwilltheweddingringlooklike.Congratulationsareinorder.

She'ssuchabubblyperson,theyaresoInlovewitheachother.It'sabeautifulsight.Mpilo

formallyintroducemetotheloveofhislifeandsoulmate.Hisexactwords,notmine.I

congratulatethemandmovebacktotheoffice.TenminuteslateraveryemotionalNomzamo

walksintheoffice.

NOMZAMO:"doesthatofferforteaorcoffeestillstand"

OKUHLE:"ofcourse"

She'sstandingbythedoortryingsohardtokeepittogether.Igetupclosethedoorandjusthug

her.Thatwastheconfirmationsheneeded,hershouldersaremoving,there'ssniffing.She's

cryingshame.Ijustlethercryandbrushherback.Antoinetteopensthedoorandclosesit

immediately,she'sveryconsiderate.Zamodidn'tevennotice,afteragoodten-minuteshestops

crying.Ilethersitonmychair.Igotothekitchenandmaketwocupsofcoffeeforus.I'mgladI

reachedout,shedoesn'tevenhavetoexplainherselftome.Aslongasshefeelsbetter,then

I'vedonemybithelpingasisterout.

Wedrinkourcoffeeinsilence.Icanseeshefeelsabitbetter,shestandsupandlooksatmefor

thelongesttime.Iseeasmileformingonherface,Ireturnthatsmile.

NOMZAMO:"thankyouforofferingmeashouldertocryon.I'vebeenveryunkindtoyou,

pleaseforgiveme"

OKUHLE:"waterunderthebridge,comehere"

Igiveheronelastwarmhug.SheleavestheofficeandIgetonwithmydailytask.Lifeisonebig

puzzle,I'msodonewiththisday.Mpilocomesintheoffice,he'smorefriendlythan"NKA"

He's4yearsolderthanNKA.



Owmyword!listentomegoingonaboutNKAwhereisthatcomingfromnow.

MPILO:"HyMissKhumalo,Ineedyoutodomeahugefavour.TherearedocumentsthatIneed

youtodelivertoNkanyisotodayafterwork.Ihaveadatetonightwithmyfianceandtheseare

highlyconfidentialdocshehastoseethemtonight,sincehe'stakingoverdad'sclient"

OKUHLE:"noproblem,I'lldropthemoffforyou"

Mpilo:"thankyou,Ioweyoubigtime.I'llrequestanUberforyou"

OKUHLE:"Don'tmentionit"

Lunchtimecomes,allthreeofusareinourdiningarea.TodayZamoisengaginginourtopic,

thisisreallynice.She'sagreatperson.she'sloud,bubblyandhasthestrangestlaughI'veever

heard.IguessthiswaswhatAntoinettewasreferringto,earlieron.Wonderwhatmadeherso

coldheartedfromthebeginning.That'soldnewsnow,allIcandoiswonder.Maybejustmaybe

oneday,she'llbecomfortableinsharingherstory.Lifeneh!

Insert31

Therestofthedaygoesbysmoothandpeacefully.Mpilodropstheenvelopewithdocuments

beforeknockofftime.TheUberisalreadywaitingforme,Igetinandoffwegotothemini

mansion.ThejoyIfeelinmyheartatthiscurrentmomentisindescribable.Hedropsmeoffthe

gate.Iusethesmallgateluckilyit'snotlocked.I'mstandingatthedoorgatheringmyselffirst,

theexcitementisabittoomuch.Iringthebell4timesandthere'snoreply.Reallynow,Icame

thisfaronlytoturnbackwiththesamedocuments.Itryagainandonthe3rdring,thedoor

opens.Thereshestands,ayoungbeautifulwomanwiththemostcurvaceousbodyI'veever

seen.She'sonlywearingaman'sshirt,that'sdefinitelyoneofhis.

LADY:"hycanIhelpyou"

Mymouthissuddenlydry,Ijuststandonthatsamespotholdingtheenvelopes.Whichalso

feelsheavyallofthesudden.Sheexpectsananswer,myheartisaching.Thethoughtof

actuallymeetingsomeonewho'sindulgingonwhatI'vebeenfantasizingabouteverynight.

She'sgorgeous,hecomestoinspectwho'satthedoor.I'veprobablydisturbedthemfromthe



deed.He'swearinghisboxers,damn!thismanishungreallow.Suchapleasantsight,I've

completelyforgottenabouttheladyinfrontofme.I'minmyownworldoflustanddesire.The

heartisn'tachinganymore,onlytheclitsareitchingnow.Mylacepantiesaresoaked.Ineedto

getoutofhere.

NKANYISO:"missKhumalo,towhatdoIowethispleasantsurprise"

OKUHLE:"Icametodropoffthese"

NKANYISO:"youarealifesaver,Ioweyouone"

OKUHLE:"Don'tmentionit,Ibettergetgoing"

Iturnonmyheelsandleave.Idon'ttrustmyselfaroundhimanymore,maybeit'sjustthehunger

talking.Ihaven'tbeenlaidinover4months.Purchasingavibratordoesn'tseemlikeabadidea,

afterall.Thisbreakfrommenhasbeengoodtome.Onegymsessioncantakethisurgeoff,it's

beenawhilesinceI'vesetfootinthere.TomorrowI'llpackmygymbackandgostraightthere

afterwork.Perfect!IrequestanUberandheadstraighttomyplace.Cookingalwayscalmsme

down,perfectdistractionfrommyownthoughts.

Iputmybagaway,changeintoleggingsandloosetop.Sevencoloursistheorderoftheday.I

selectmyfavoritePlaylistandsingmyheartout.Goodvibrationsfromthismorning,Ifeelthem

alloveragain.Funnyhowmusiccanliftone'smood,Wine!allIneedismywine.Iscratchinthe

cupboardandcomeacrossone.Oneglassleadstoanotherandanother,bythetimeI'mdone

cookingI'mlekkertipsy.I'msingingtoZonke-Nameless.

You'resoamazing

YetIdon'tevenknowyourname

Seeyouaroundhere

AllIdoishidemyface

Sayyou'retheonebutIdon'tevenknowyourplace

Sendsmetheoneforme,butIdon'tevenknowhisname



I'mdancingwhiledishingup.I'moncloud9,canyouimaginelovingsomeoneyetyoudon'teven

knowhisname.Ithappenstothemostofus.DamnIputthissongonrepeat,twomoreglasses

ofwine.Iindulgeinmeatonly,therestofthefoodI'llenjoytomorrowduringlunchtime.Icarry

onwithmyPlaylist.Whoonearthcouldbedisturbingmymetime.Iignoretheknockthinking

whoeverisontheothersidewillgiveupandleave.Buttheyarepersistent,Ipeepthroughthe

door.Whatthefuckdoeshewantthislate.

Iopenthedoor.Hejuststandsthere,foldshisarmandstareatme.Reallynow,what'shis

problem.

NKANYISO:"whyaren'tyouansweringyourphone?"

OKUHLE:"phone"

Thephoneisstillinsidemybag.I'mbeyondtipsyrightnowandabitslow.Idon'tunderstand

whyhewoulddriveallthewayjusttoasksuchaquestionthough.Thisoneisextra.Afterour

staringcontest,hemovesmegentlytothesideandlocksthedoor.Hesmellssodivine,thehoe

insideofmewannajumphimrightnow.Mybrainisabittooslowtopulloutsuchactions

though.

NKANYISO:"I'vebeenworriedsickaboutyou,youdon'tansweryourphone.Iwasn'tevensure

youmadeitsafelyhome,soIdecidedtocomecheckonyou"

OKUHLE:"that'ssosweetofyou,asyoucanseeI'maliveandkicking.Youstresstoomuch"

NKANYISO:"alive,kickinganddrunk,What'swrongwithyou"

OKUHLE:"dudechill,Idon'tunderstandwhyyousoworkedupoverthis"

NKANYISO:"youdon'tunderstand,youdon'tunderstand!You'llbethedeathofme"

Haaibo!He'stryingtogatherhimselfbutIcansenseangerarising.What'shisproblem,thisone

hasissuesandI'mnotgettinginvolved.Hescansmeupanddown.HecomescloserandIstep

back.Thismanbetterkeephisdistanceifheknowswhat'sgoodforhim.Mybacksagainstthe

wall,there'snoescapinghimnow.Heleansin,justwhenIthinkhe'sgoingtokissme.He

whispersintomyear.



NKANYISO:"theoldme,would'vestrippedyouoffthosetightleggings,baggyT-shirtand

punishyouforhavingmesoworried.You'llbebeggingformercywhileI'mpoundingonyou"

Igaspforair.Iwanthimtopunishmerightnowforallthenaughtythoughts,I'vebeenhavingof

him.I'msoakingwet,can'thejusttakemeoffmymisery.I'mstaringathimwithpleadingeyes.

Helooksatme,shakeshisheadandlooksaway.Hemovesandgrabmyplateandstarteating.

Reallynow,myguardisdown.I'mdrunkandhorny.SoIstripoffallmyclothesandIstand

nakedbeforehim.Helooksatmynakednessandthebuldgeinhispantsgivesmeallthe

confirmationIneed.heclearshisthroatandcloseshiseyes,hishandsareonhisface.Those

handsshouldberoamingaroundmybodyrightnow,whyisheresistingwhat'sinfrontofhim.

NKANYISO:"Let-O,why"

Thosewordscomesoutasawhisper,hisvoiceishoarse.HeremainsinthatpositionandI'm

soberingupwitheveryminutethatpasses.Ifherejectsme,Idon'tknowhowI'llfacehimever

again.DidIjustallowlusttocontrolme.I'malmostsobernowandregretiswashingoverme.

Thisisthemostawkward,embarrassingmomentofmyentireexistence.Hefinallylooksup,his

eyesarebloodshotredandverysmall.Hepullsmeclosertohimandlockshislipsonmine.The

kiss,it'sdifferentfromallthekissesI'vehadmyentirelife.Hislipsaresosoftandtheytasteof

mint.Goshthetonguegame,hisrollinghistongueagainstmine.Hesucksonitandcomes

backagaintomylips.Hishandtravelsonmybarebackandheistracingpatterns.Mybreast

arecrushedonhischestthat'showtighthe'sholdingme.IftherewasakissingcompetitionI

swearhewouldbealeadingchampion.ThisfeelslikethefirsttimeI'veeverbeenkissed.He

pullsoutwearebothbreathingheavy.

NKANYISO:"LET-OIwantyoubutnotlikethis.ThedayIdecidetohaveyou,you'llbesoberand

readyforme"

OKUHLE:"NKA"

NKANYISO:"comehere"

Hepullsmeintoabonecrushinghug.I'veneverbeensosatisfiedandsafeinanyman'sarms

before.Thisfeelslikehome,I'mcontentinhisembrace.Hepullsoutandlooksatme.Hesmile



lazylyandIsmileback.

NKANYISO:"Idon'twantyouhavinganyregretsorthinkingI'lltreatyouanydifferentlyjust

becauseyouactedonyourfeelings.doyouknowtheveryfirsttime,Istrippedyouoffthatdress

thewholenight.Icouldn'tsleep.DayslateryournakednesswasallIsawwhenIclosedmyeyes

"

OKUHLE:"gladtoknowI'mnottheonlyonewithdirtythoughts"

NKANYISO:"saywhatnow!"

OKUHLE:"nothing"

NKANYISO:"I'mafuckboyLET-O,Idon'tdorelationships.Ijustfuckandmoveon"

OKUHLE:"whowould'vethought,butudolooklikeone"

NKANYISO:"there'saveryspecialladyandI'mtryingtochangemywaysforher.She'smaking

shitdifficultbystandingnakedrightnow"

Heleavesmetheretryingtodigestwhathe'sjustconfessedtome.Hecomesbackandcover

mewithagown.Theselfproclaimedfuckboyjustturneddownsex.He'sdishingupfortheboth

ofus.MrNkanyisoNxumalosir,thefuckboy!

Insert32

Weeatintotalsilence.Wekeepstealingglancesateachother.Hekissesmeonmyforehead

andleavesmewantingmore.Moreofhiskisses,moreofhistouchesandmoreofhispackage.

IfonlyIcangetaglimpseofhistool.Ilaughatthesethoughts,lockupandheadtobed.He

sendsamessagenotifyingmethathe'shomesafeandsufferingfrommynakedimage.There's

somethingabouthim,withhimI'mfreetospeakmymindandexpressmyself.Ireplylettinghim

knowhowtorturousithasbeenseeinghisdickprintforthe2ndtimenow.He'scalling,letme

answerbeforehedrivesallthewayhere.He'snotwellupstairsthisone.

OKUHLE:"Nka"

NKANYISO:"you'llbethedeathofme,doyouknowI'mfightingthisurgeofdrivingthereand

finishingupwhatyoustarted.ButIwon'tdothat,notwithyou"



OKUHLE:"isitfairtosleepinthisstateyouleftmein"

NKANYISO:"missKhumalo"

OKUHLE:"MrNkanyisosirithurts,onlyyoucancuremefromthissuddenillness"

NKANYISO:"goodnightmissKhumalo"

Bloodycowardhehangsuponme.Gosh!Seewhatstarvationisdoingtome.Anothersms.

"LET-Owhatareyoudoingtome.Goodnightmyfoodbuddy,soontobemy"

Thissmsisincomplete,soontobemywhat?

Letmejustsleep.Thekissitkeepsreplayinginmymind.Ifthekissisthisgoodthenwhat

about?Iremovemyunderwearandmyfingersstartworking,thepleasureI'mfeelingrightnow.

Iwipemyself,rolloverandsleepconsumesme.

ThefollowingdayI'mupearly,prepareandleaveforwork.NomzamoandAntoinettearealready

havingcoffee,Ijointhem.Weengageindifferenttopics,themostinterestingtopicis

polygamousmarriages.It'sinterestinghearingdifferentviews,Antoinettedoesn'thavea

problemgettingintoone.Nomzamosaysnoways,she'snotthesharingtype.Me,myselfitwill

dependentirelyonthetreatmentandifweallcometodecisionthatwillbenefitallofus.To

thinkIwasalmosttrickedintoone.Alotofthingscanhappentoonepersoninaspaceof

months.Wedecidetocarryonwiththisdiscussionduringlunchtime.

Igetintotheofficeandgetbusywithmywork.Hisscentfillsuptheentireoffice,he'sstanding

foldinghisarmsandwatchingme.Wonderhowlonghashebeenstandingthere.Ilookupand

I'mmetbyhissexyeyes.

NKANYISO:"missKhumalo,caretoshowmewheretheitchwaslastnight"

Igasp!I'mablushingmess.Heclosethedoorandcomestandnexttomydesk,Hehelpsme

stand.hewalksmetoawallandpinsmeonit.Helocksbothmyhandsabovemyheadand

nibblesonmyneck.Iclosemyeyesandgetlostinmyownworld.Heleansinandkissesthe

lightsoutme.I'mmoaninginhismouth,thismanistorturingme.Iwanthimtotouchme.He

pullsoutandI'm apantingmess.



NKANYISO:"thisisjustawarning,youtorturemeatnight.I'lltortureyouintheoffice"

Inod!I'mtooweaktoeventalk.There'sabathroominhisoffice,Igointhereandremovemy

panties.Theyareextremelywet,didIjustcumfromthekiss.IwipemyselfandItakethepanty

andleavetheminhisdesk.Heislookingatmewithsomuchdesire,helooksatthem.heGets

offfromhischair,takehisbriefcaseandheadsout.Gothimrealgood,Iremovemypantyfrom

hisdeskandputtheminmyhandbag.FewminuteslaterMpilocomesinsuppressinghis

laughter.

MPILO:"missKhumalo,Ijustcametocheckonyou.Areyoualright"

OKUHLE:"yesIammrNxumalo"

HeshakeshisheadandIcantellhe'slaughingfromthewayhisshouldersaremoving.Okay!He

burstoutinlaughter.WhateverisamusinghimhaseverythingtodowithNka,thatcowardleft

metoworkbymyself.

MPILO:"Ilikeyoualready,haveagoodday"

Heleavessoonaftersayingthat.TheNxumalosonsarequiteinteresting.Ansmscomes

through

"I'llbeworkingfromcourtfortherestoftheday.Seeyoulater"

Icarryonwithmyworkandlunchtimewecontinuewhereweleftoffwithourdiscussion

Nomzamo:"Ihonestlycan'tsharemyhusband,I'dratherhavehimcheatsolongashecomes

backtomeeverynight"

ANTOINETTE:"I'dratherknowhiswhereabouts,atleastI'lldefinitelyknowifhe'snotwithme



thenhe'sdefinitelywiththeotherwife.Solongasthere'stransparencyandhonesty"

OKUHLE:"I'mnotsurewhereIstand,I'dpreferknowingfromthegetgo.Ifmypartnerisopen

topolygamyandifheplansontakingasecondwifeinfuture.Imeanifyouknowyoucan

prepareyourselfemotionallyandmentally.Ifthere'shonestyandtransparencyfromthe

beginningthenIdon'tthinkI'llhaveaproblem"

NOMZAMO:"ifhecantellmebeforewegetmarriedthenhewould'vedonemeafavorandI

won'tevenbothermarryinghim.Marriageisabouttwopeople"

ANTOINETTE:"it'sabouttwopeopleuntiltheystartcheating,henceIpreferpolygamythanall

thedramaassociatedwithcheating"

OKUHLE:"itallboilsdowntohonestyandtransparency"

NOMZAMO:"I'vemadepeacewiththefactthatmenareneversatisfiedwithonecookie,but

I'mstillhopefulsomewhereouttherethere'saperfectmanmadejustforme"

ANTOINETTE:"nooneisperfect,wejustloveandlearntoappreciatethemostimperfect

thingsinourpartners"

OKUHLE:"I'mnotsofondofrelationships,theyaretoodraining"

NOMZAMO:"tellmeaboutit.Whoeverbewitchedmetohavefailedrelationships,suredidone

heckofagoodjob"

Weallburstoutinlaughter.Imeanwe'veallhadourfairshareofheartbreak.

NOMZAMO:"Ialwaysfallforthewrongone's,I'mafuckboymagnet.Theyalwaysleavemefor

thenextwoman,sinceIstarteddating"

OKUHLE:"jointheclub,I'vebeensinglefor5monthsnowandit'streatingmesogood"

ANTOINETTE:"youwon'tbesingleforlongnow,Nxumalojuniorhashiseyeson.Hisbeen

checkingyououtsincethefirstday"

NOMZAMO:"youdon'tsay"

Iblush,theyarecrackingwithlaughter.Lunchwasfunwiththeladies.Timefliesindeedwhen

youhavingfun.It'sknockofftime,Iheadtothegym.IdecidetogopassJase,luckilyhe'shome.



JASE:"Bitchyouglowing,life'streatingyougood"

OKUHLE:"life'sreallygood,Ican'tcomplain"

JASE:"youlookhappy,isthereamanIshouldknowabout"

OKUHLE:"I'msooverthosespecies,how'stheclubbingscenetreatingyou"

JASE:"I'msooverthatlifedoll.I'mmoreworriedaboutmymom,thatmanissickandshe's

takingcareofhim.Can'thediealready"

OKUHLE:"Don'tyouthinkit'shightimeumadepeace,Ifeelyoutwoneedtomakepeace

beforesomethingterriblehappens"

JASE:"I'msurehe'llgetoffthatdeathbedandpunchme,Idon'tunderstandhowonecan

despisetheirownfleshandbloodsomuch.amIsuchadisgracetohim"

OKUHLE:"what'swrongwithhimchoma"

JASE:"prostatecancerLele,it'sreallybad"

OKUHLE:"nextweekendI'mgoinghome,Ithinkweshouldgodowntogether"

JASE:"I'vebeenactuallyconsideringit,mymomhasbeenbeggingmetocome"

OKUHLE:"yourmomknowsbest,doitforher.Let'sgodowntogether.Pleasedoll"

JASE:"anythingformomandmybestie"

I'mjumpingupanddown.Hedoesn'tjoininthemadness.Hemightactlikehedoesn'tcarebut

deepdownhe'shurting.Hewashisdad'sfavoritetheonlyson.Wechillandhangout.It's

alreadylate,Irequestandgethome.Ireachoutformyphone3missedcallfrommyfoodbuddy.

He'llbestrongshame,I'minsidemyflatandIlockup.IsendJaseamessagenotifyinghimthat

I'mhomesafe.Mybediscallingmynamenow,afterthehecticdayIhadtoday.restismuch

needed.Istripoffmyclothesandgetinmybed.I'mwaytoolazytolookforpj's.It'stoomuch

Admin.Idrifttolala-land,myphone'sringing.Hellno!I'mnotgettingupjusttoanswerthat

phone.Thepersonispersistentandthatringtoneisannoying.Ifinallygetup

OKUHLE:"yes"

NKANYISO:"openthedoorI'moutside"



Insert33

It's10:23pmwhointheirrightmindknocksatpeople'sdooratsuchhours.Igrabmygownand

switchonthelights.Imakemywaytothedoorandopen.Thatscent!Thismanwillbethedeath

ofme.Hegrabsmebymywaistanddevoursmymouth,inasexypropermannerthough.Ikiss

himback,hemakeshiswayin.locksthedoor,he'sbackonmylipsagain.Hiskissesarelifeto

me,theyarefoodtomysoul.Hishandtravelstomywaist,guesshewasn'texpectingmybare

skin.Hestopsandcussesunderhisbreath

NKANYISO:"fuckLET-O"

Heseemsfrustratedwithhimself,tonightIreallywanthim.Thismanhasawakenedthingswith

hiskiss.Iundothegown'sbeltandslowlyslipoutofit.HereIamagain,completelybareinfront

ofhim.Islowlymakemywaytohim,makingsurenottobreakeyecontact.He'sstaringdeep

intomysoul.AssoonasI'mclosertohim,hegrabsmebymywaistandsmasheshislipson

me.Thekissgetsheated,hishandsaretravelingfrommywaistdownmyass.Hegivesmyass

afirmsqueeze,thatalonesendsmeovertheedge.ScrewthisIwanthim.Hepicksmeupand

leadsmetothebedroom.Helaysmegentlyonthebed,wearebacktokissingandIundohis

belt.Hegetsupandstripshisclothes,heleaveshisboxerson.Igaspforairandget

goosebumpsallovermybody.It'serectandhumongous.Gosh!WhatdidIgetmyselfinto.The

desiretohavehimisgreaterthanbefore.Hestandsthereandscansmybody.Thismanbetter

gethisassinthisbedbeforeIjumphim.

OKUHLE:"Nka"

Hecomesbacktohissenses.Thismanwillbethedeathofme!Hegetsontopofme.He

kissesmealloveragain.Henibblesonmyneckallthewaydowntomybreast.Hestarts

suckingononebreastwhilehishandismassagingtheothertwin.I'mbeyondhoney,myhoney

potisdrippingwet.Hemusttakemerightnow.Heleavestheotherbreastandsuckonthe

othertwin.Heisveryskilledinthisdepartment.I'mmoaninginpleasure,hetrailssoftkisses

frommystomachallthewaytomyLovenest.HeopensmythighsandstaresatmyNana.

Strange,whodoesthat.Helooksatmeandsmirk.Hegoesdownonme.Helicksmylabiaina

verypassionatemanner,thepleasureiskickingin.Hepartsmyfoldswithhistongueandhis

tonguetakefullcontrol.



OKUHLE:"owwwNka!"

Hedivesin,licks,sucksandblowsaironit.Heshiftshisfocusontotheclitorisandhedo

unspeakablethingswithhistongue.Hesucksonitlikehisveryownlifedependsonit.Thefirst

waveisbuildingup,rightnowI'mnotinchargeofmybody.Icumveryhard,I'mtremblingand

shaking.Heholdsmedownandthelookonhisfacepriceless.Hesmiles

NKANYISO:"LET-O,areyouokay"

OKUHLE:"mmmhm"

NKANYISO:"doyourealisethatIhaven'tdoneanythingtoyouasyet"

Hepullsmetohimandcarriesmetothewall.Hepinsmyhandsabovemyheadandkissesme.

Sopassionately,theurgeisback.Hegoesbacktomybreastandthealternatesuckingison

again.

NKANYISO:"Iloveyourtwinstheyareperfect"

Hedropsonhiskneesandliftsbothmylegs.Theyarehangingonhisshoulders.Hisbacktomy

Nanaagain.Thetongueagain,helicksandsucks.Ifallapartagain,mykneesareshaking.I'm

exhaustedmyeyesareinvoluntarilyclosing.Helaysmegentlyonthebedandgoesoutagain.

Hecomesbackwithicecubesandicecoldwaterinaglass.Hehandsmethewater.

NKANYISO:"drinkup,Ineedyoufullyawake"

Igulpthewaterdown.

NKANYISO:"turnaroundformebaby,layonyourtummyforme"



Hisvoicealonesendsshiversdownmyspine,Ialreadycametwice.Thesuspenseandthrillof

what'sabouttocomenextisexciting.IobeyhiscommandandI'mlyinginthatposition.The

coldnessoficeonmyspinealmostsendsmejumping,buthe'sbehindmeandholdsmedown.

Theicegoesallthewaytomylowerback,herepeatsthesameprocess.Helicksthewaterfrom

myback.Thisisallforeigntomeyetsopleasurable.Heleavestrailsofkissesinbothmy

buttock.Heturnsmearoundandopensmylegs,heremoveshisboxers.MyGod!Thisisa

massofdistractionweapon,withveinspopping.Iwanttotasteitregardless

NKANYISO:"areyousureLET-O"

OKUHLE:"shutupandfuckme,takemenow"

Hepositionshimself.There'snodoubtinmymind,Iwanthim.ScratchthatIneedhimrightnow.

Heinsertsthetipfirst,herubsitonme.Thetipgoesinandout.Herubsmewithitagain.

HecarriesonwiththispatterntillI'mdrippingwet,withoutanywarninghegoesallthewayin.I

gaspandscream.Mywallsarestretchingjusttoaccommodatehislengthandwidth.Thisman

iswellendowed.Hestartsmovinginaveryslowpace,thepleasureiskickinginnow.The

rhythmandthewayhemoveshiswaist.ThismanisasexGod.Hestartsrubbingmyclits,while

devouringmycookie.I'veneverfeltsomuchpleasureeversinceI'vestartedhavingsex.The

orgasmthathitsmenext,isindescribable.Itcomeswiththeurgetopee,Ijustletitallgo.Damn!

NKANYISO:"asquirtertoo"

Ilazilysmile.I'mfinishedrightnowIcan'tevenspeak.Hekissesmeonemoretimeandturns

mearoundonceagain.Chestdownassup,hegoesin.Iscream,can'tgetusedtohisbigtool.

Hestartsoffslowandgentle.Hepicksupthepace.

Hegetscarriedawayandhebangsmehard.

OKUHLE:"Nka,babypleasecum.Babyplscum"

Can'ttakeitanymore,Ifeelitallthewaythroughmystomach.Ibeghimuntilhefinallycums.

Hewipesbothofusclean.Mypussyisthrobbing,Idon'tthinkI'llevergetusedtohisanaconda.

Weaponofmassdestruction,Ipassout.Hepullsandplacemeonhischest.Thisfeelslike



home.He'ssayingsomethingbutIcan'tmakeoutwhathe'sreallysaying.I'mfatigued,he's

brushingmyhairandrubbingmyback.AllmylifeI'veneverfeltsosafeandsecure.Iswearhe

confessedhisloveformebutIpassoutsoonafterthat.MaybeIwasjustdreaming.Ifinallygot

dockeddownafter4monthsitwasworththewait.MyNxumaloNkanyisosirisasexGodand

I'msatisfied.

Insert34

Thatdamnalarmagain.Hisarmsarewrappedaroundme,suchacomfortableposition.Duty

calls,onemustwakeupandprepareforwork.Igentlymoveawayfromthebed.He'smumbling

somethinginhissleep.Shamehelookssocute

withhisbushyeyebrowsandlongeyelashes.I'mreallypressedmypoorNanaisonfire,it's

burningwhenIpee.Irunmybubbleandaddallthesalts.Ishouldwakehimuporelsehe'llbe

late.Iselectmyoutfitforthedayfirstandwakehimupafter.He'sgrumbling,suchacutesight.

Hepullsmeinbedandsqueezemybum.NoIcan'tallowthistohappen,notwhileit'sstillso

soredownthere.Hegetsontopofmeanddeepkissmeinspiteofmorningbreath.Hespreads

mythighsandIcanalreadyfeelthediscomfort.It'snowornever

OKUHLE:"Nkait'sstillsoredownthere"

NKANYISO:"letmecureitbabe"

OKUHLE:"nobabe,wellbelateforwork"

NKANYISO:"I'llbeverygentlebabe,Ipromise"

He'salreadysuckingonmytwin,thedesireisbackalloveragain.Thealarmgoesoffagain.At

thispointIdon'tevencareifI'm late.Hegoesdownonmeandthattonguestartsdoingits

magic.Thepleasuremixedwithabitofpain,I'menjoyingeverysecondofit.I'msocloseto

cuminwhenhesuddenlystopsandgoesin.Idon'tthinkI'llevergetusedtohisgigantictool.He

movesveryslowandpassionately,itfeelsbetterthanyesterday.MaybeImightgetusedtoit.

He'stakinghistime,timethatwedon'tevenhave.Hegivesmedeepandlongstrokes,itfeels

sogood.I'mspeakingintonguesandutteringabsolutenonsense.

NKANYISO:"fuckbaby,ufeelsogood.ShitLET-Oyousotightandwarm.Fuck!"



Everywordthatcomesofhismouthisfollowedbyfuckandshit.Hiseyesareclosed,Icantell

he'senjoyingeveryminute.Thewayhecurveshismouthandbitehislipwitheverystroke.Iam

nodifferentfromhim

OKUHLE:"deeperNka,oowNka,it'sallyoursNka.UhhhhmmmNka"

Iwrapmylegsaroundhiswaistandlockhimin.ThisfeelssogoodandpleasureisallIfeel,I

moveandmeethiseverystroke.Hebrushesthesideofmyfaceandstaresdeepintomyeyes.I

couldbewrongbutallIseeandfeelislove.Webacktokissingagain,heismakinglovetome,

thismorning.HepicksupthepaceandsodoI.

NKANYISO:"fuckLET-O"

Hisvoicealonejustsendmeovertheedge.Hegoesbacktosuckingmybreastandjustlike

thatIfallapart,Itrembleandvibrateunderhim.Guessthatsendshimovertheedgecozhe

screamsmynameandholdmetight.He'sstiffandhereleasesallhisjuicesonme.Weboth

breathingheavily.Weremaininthatpositionforawhile.He'sstillburiedinsideofme.

OKUHLE:"Nkawearegoingtobelate"

NKANYISO:"I'lltellthemwe'llbeworkingfromcourttoday"

OKUHLE:"andwhatwillwebedoingthewholeday"

NKANYISO:"this"

HesaysinhishuskyvoiceandIfeelhimgettinghardalloveragain.Hestartsmoving,stillon

thatdeeplongstrokes.LordhaveMercy!Iarchmybackjusttogivehimfullaccess.Hegoesall

in,thisfeelssogood.MrDicksonfeelssogoodrightnow,wouldn'tmindhavinghimthewhole

day.Wechangepositionandhe'slayingbehindme,heliftsmyonelegandgoesallin.Ibendmy

backabitandgivehimfullaccess,webothmoveinthesamerhythmandonehandofhisison

myneck.Bothhishandsareonmyneck,he'sstranglingmebutthegripisn'ttootight.



NKANYISO:"Ilovethewayyoutwerkonitbabe,fuckLET-O."

OKUHLE:"Nkaaaaawhhh"

I'mtalkingjibberishandhisenjoyingeveryminuteofit.He'sleavingtrailsofkissesonmyback.

Hisonehandnowisonmybreastandtheotherhandisgrippingmywaistfirmly.Hepicksup

thepaceandfromthepleasurewebothfeelingIknowwearen'tfarapartfromcuming.Icum

firstandhefollowsrightafterme.I'msoexhausted,hegetsup.Getshisphoneandinformhis

brotherthatwewillbeworkingfrom courttoday.Hegetsbehindmeandholdsmecloserto

him.MyeyesareinvoluntarilyclosingI'mdriftingofftosleepandthistimeIhearhimclearly.

NKANYISO:"IloveyouLET-O"

OKUHLE:"mmmhmmmm"

Thenit'slightsout.IwakeupandI'mallaloneinmybed.Thisjusttakesmeback,whenIused

tobewinedanddinedatfancyhotels.ThenI'dwakeupallalone.Therewerenomorningglory

backthen,nomoviemarathons.Nolovemaking.itwasstrictlysex,bangbangthankyoumam.

Hecomesintheroomsmellinglikeme.

NKANYISO:"IhadnochoicebuttouseyourtoiletriesnowIsmelllikeyou"

OKUHLE:"whendidyougetup"

NKANYISO:"aboutanhourago,come"

HepicksmeupasifIweighnothing.I'mgigglingallthewaytothebathroom.Hegentlyputsme

inthebathtub.

NKANYISO:"washup,I'mpreparingbreakfast.Asforthebed,I'msorrybutyou'llhavetomake

it"

Hedissapearsagain,Ijustsoakmyselfandtakemytimebathing.I'mreminiscingoverlastnight

andthismorning.Idon'tknowwhereallthisisgoingbutI'mlovingeveryminuteofit.Hereally



curedmethismorning.I'mcompletelysatisfiedsexuallyandotherwise.Igetdoneandhe'sstill

busyinthekitchen.Imakethebedandslipintomyshortdress.Letmegohelphimwith

breakfastshame.Somethingsmellsdivine.Thismanisheavenlysent.Hehasmadecheeseand

hamomelets,accompaniedbyastrongcupofcoffee.Thisisthelife.Hepullsmeanddirects

metositonhislap.HefeedsmeasifI'machild.

Wedoneeating,Idothedishes.

NKANYISO:"weneedtogopassmyhouseandgotothedoctor.I'vebookedusan

appointmentat2pm"

OKUHLE:"noproblemNka"

Onourwaytohisplace,heexplainshowweneedtogettestedsincewewerebothreckless.We

willgetthemorningafterpillanddecideonwhichmethodofbirthcontrolwillbesuitablefor

bothofus.I'mnotevenworriedonebitsincehetoldmeheusedcondomswithallhisfuck

buddies.MycontractwithbraMuziensuredthatItakeregularhivtestsoeveryother3months,

webothwent.EverythingwasstillinorderandhewasthelastmanIhadsexualencounterswith.

Wegettohisplace,hechangesandofftothedoctorwego.Wegetthereintimeforour

appointment,standardprocedureisfollowed.Wegetcounselingandtested.Weareboth

negativeandwedecideonthebestcontraceptivewillbemegettingtheshotsafterevery3

months.

Wedrivetothemall,wegopassspurandordertakeaways,heinsistedontakeaways.He

drivesustotheparkinhisneighbourhood.It'ssuchachilledandquitepark.There'snoone

that'showchilleditis.Maybeit'saweekdayafternoon.Wehaveourlunchthere.Aminipicnic.

Thisisourofficialfirstdate,sohesays.Ienjoyhiscompany,hepushmeontheswingand

chasemealloverthepark.Ihaven'thadsuchcarefreefuninsuchalongtime.Myfoodbuddy,

mysexGodandmyboyfriend.MrNkanyisoNxumaloSir

Insert35

Timeflieswhenyouhavingfunindeed.Weareparkedoutsidemyflat.

NKANYISO:"babepackanightbag,Ineedtosleepnexttoyoutonight"



OKUHLE:"aren'twemovingtoofastNka,Ithink"

NKANYISO:"myloveallowmetobewithyoutonight,pleaseLET-O"

Thismanwillbethedeathofme.Hepouts,whocansaynotothatcuteface.Ikisshimand

jumpoutofthecar.Hefollowsme.AssoonasweindoorsIgrabmygymbagandemptythe

contents,he'sinthebathroompackingmytoiletries.Ipack2outfits,2setsofbra'swiththeir

matchingunderwearsand2pairsofshoes.Mynightbagiscomplete.Hemeetsmehalfway,

welockup.onourwayoutwebumpintoMbuso,HestaresatmeandIjustwave.Hewaves

back.Wegetinsidethecarandwetakeoff.Minimansionherewecome.

Ican'tseemtogetusetohowbighishouseis.Meandbabesettledowntoeatthetakeawaywe

gotalongtheway.It'swaytoolatetostartthepotsanyway.WeeatingwhilewatchingTV.He's

feedingme,I'mgettingusedtothis.Herunsusabubblebathhisbathtubisbigenoughforthe

bothofus.Thismanliterallybathsme,Ifeellikeaqueen.Wearedone,hepicksmeupand

todayIfinallygettoseeandsleepinthemasterbedroom.I'mtalkingking-sizebed,walkin

wardrobewithanensuite.I'msingingpraisesandallhedoesisjustsmileandstaresatme.He

pullsmetobedandwesit.He'ssuddenlyserious.Okaywhat'swrongnow.

NKANYISO:"LET-O,Ihonestlydon'tknowhowtodothisrelationshipthing.Allmylifegirlshave

beenthrowingthemselvesonme.IneverreallyhadtocourtagirlandalltheAdminthatcomes

withit.I'veneverhadastablerelationship.I'vebeenafuckboysincemyhighschooldays.But

thenyoucamelookingallsoinnocentforthatinterview.FortheveryfirsttimeIinstantlygot

nervousokay"

OKUHLE:"reallydude,youdidn'tevenlookatme.Whatareyouonabout"

NKANYISO:"Iavoidedeyecontactsimplybecauseyouunsettledmeandtheminuteyoustarted

speaking.DamnamIreallyopeninguptoyou"

Hehalflaughsandstaresatme.ImaynotbetooexperiencedwithloveandrelationshipsbutI

knowheissincere.Ifeelitinmyheartandsoul.Fromthisdayon,I'mgivingloveachance.I'm

givingthismanmyheart,ifIgethurtsobeit.Thismomentrighthereisreal.

NKANYISO:"Ihopedtheywouldn'thireyoubuttheywerealreadytakenandsoldbyyou.SoI

hadtocallyoumyselfjustsoIcanhearyourvoiceandseeifitstillunsettledme.Itgotworse



whenwespokeoverthephone,henceIavoidedanycontactwithyouforthepast3months.Until

thegaladinner.Thatsexydressandyourperfectphysique,Iwassotakenandlatergotthe

pleasuretoremoveitfromyou.Aspassedoutasyouwere"

OKUHLE:"I'msorryforthatnight,Iruineditforyou"

NKANYISO:"doyoubelieveinfate"

OKUHLE:"yesbutnotentirely"

NKANYISO:"Ibelievethatwasfate.Iworkedsohardavoidingyoubutthatfatefulday.I

couldn'trunoravoidyou.Iwatchedyousleepforalmost3hourstryingtomakesenseofwhatit

isthatunsettlesmesomuch"

OKUHLE:"that'screepywhospends3hourswatchingsomeonesleeping"

NKANYISO:"Iwastryingtofindanswers"

OKUHLE:"doyouhavethemnow,theanswers.Didyoufindthem?"

NKANYISO:"yesIloveyou"

OKUHLE:"Iloveyoutoo"

NKANYISO:"saywhat"

OKUHLE:"Iloveyou"

NKANYISO:"sealitwithakiss"

Igetcloseandsmashmylipsonhis.I'dneversaynotohiskissesorhissexforthatmatter.It's

stillearlydays,wecanargueandclaimit'sstillhoneymoonphasebutmyheartissinginga

wholenewtune.I'minlove,it'sdifferentthanthehighschoollove.Thisfeelscertain,Hefeels

likemyforever.I'mnotevenmakingsensetomyselfbutmyheartisateaseandhefeelslike

home.

NKANYISO:"Iknowit'sstillearlybutcanwegeteverythingoutintheopen.Ihatesurprisesand

Ihatesecrets.Iwantustobeonthesamepageandfaceeverythingtogether"

Thisisit!don'tevenknowhowhe'llfeelaboutmeafterhangingallmydirtylaundryintheopen.

He'sbeenhonestfromday1abouthisfuckboynature.SowhymustIholdback.Heregoes

nothing.IstartfromthebeginningbackinVerulamMpumalangawithSmanga.Itellhimall



aboutitandhe'slisteningtomeattentively.HowIendedupinJohannesburg,myfriendJase,

therestaurantjobandhowImetBraMuziandthenatureofourrelationship,thehugeamount

ofmoney,alluptomymiscarriageandwhatledtoit.Hekeepsquiteforalongwhile,it'salotto

takein.Ilethimdigestitall.I'malmostintears,I'vebeenthroughalot

NKANYISO:"didyougetcounselingforallthis"

OKUHLE:"Ijustwantedtoforget"

Ispeakthroughmytears.HepullsmeclosertohimandIfeelsafeinhiswarmembrace.Today

I'veshareddetailsthatIthoughtI'llneversharewithanyonenotevenJaseknewaboutthem.

I'vefollowedmyheartandtrustedAmanwithmydeepestdarkestsecrets.

NKANYISO:"heylookatme.Thankyouforopeningupandtrustingmewithyoursecrets.They

arenowoursecretsandwewillfacethemtogether.Ipromiseyou"

Ijustnodandcrymyeyeballsout.Hebrushesmybackandassuresmethatwillbewell.He

carriesmeallthewaytothekitchenandputsmeinthekitchencounter.Hemakessugarwater

andIdrinkallofit.Inowfeelbetter.Hemakestwocupsofhotchocolate.Wesiponit,whenwe

done.Herinsebothourcupsandcarriesmeallthewayupthestairswithsomuchease.He

tucksmein,wekisspassionately.IwanthimtohavemebuthesaysI'mtooemotional.He

wantsustocuddleeitherwayI'mhappy.HisarmsarealltheassurityIneed.I'mhopefulandin

love.Ipassoutinthearmsoftheonewhoholdsmyheart.

WewakeupinthemorningIfeelsomuchbetter,aheavyburdenhasbeenliftedoffmy

shoulders.Ihaveamanwholovesandacceptsmewithallmydemons.Lifeisabliss.He'snot

inbed,wonderwherecouldhebe.Hecomesbackwithtwocupsoffcoffee.Agirlcangetused

tothislife.

NKANYISO:"thoughtyoucoulduseafixbeforetherealfix"

OKUHLE:"Don'tgetanyideasMrNxumalo"

NKANYISO:"howcanInotwithyoursexyselfallupinmybed.DrinkyourcoffeeIneedtosex

youuprealgoodbeforewegotowork"



OKUHLE:"whatmakesyouthinkI'llagreetobesexedupbyyou"

NKANYISO:"letmedemonstrateitforyou"

Heconnectshisphonetothespeakerinhisbedroom.Usher-niceandslowcomeson

Hestartsdancingsosensually,teasingmuch.Histopcomesoff,myveryownstripshow,the

boxersfollows.Hekeepstouchingitandplayingaroundwithit.I'mdrippingwetnow.I'msitting

inthesmallpuddleofmyveryownjuicesrightnow.Damnthismanwillbethedeathofme.

NKANYISO:"comegetme"

HeleavesthebedroomandIfollowhimlikealittlepuppy.I'mreadytobesexeduprighthere

andnowbutIwonderwherehe'sleadingme.

Ifollowhimstrippingalongtheway.I'mnakedfollowinghim.Hegetsintothisroom,itlookslike

astudyroomhesitsontopofthedesk.

NKANYISO:"it'sallyours,doasyouplease"

Ifallonmykneesandtakehimin.IStartbylickingthetipIrollmytonguearounditandtake

himallin.Isuckonhismagicsticklikemylifedependsonit.Gosh!hismoans.Isuckandlick

untilItastehisprecum,hehelpsmestands.Turnsmeandbendsmeoverthedesk,hegoesin

withoutanywarning.Iscreamit'snotasbadasitwasthefirsttime.Hegoesinandout,teasing

me.Assoonasmyjuicesflows,hesmashonmerealhardandpicksuphispace.Hisfingers

findsmyclitsandhestartsrubbingthere,whilesexingmeup.Ifeelmyselfbuildingup,thefirst

wavehitsmehardandIcan'tevenfeelmyknees.Hepicksmeupandtakesmetothecouch.

Gosh!He'sabouttofinishme.

Insert36

Weonourwaytoworkafterourmorningsession,ifhecarriesonlikethisthenI'llcancelmy

gymmembership.Thismanreallyknowshowtoworkme.Ikeepstealingglancesofhimwhile

he'sbusydriving,hisconcentratingontheroad.Asmilebreakshereandtherefromhim.Those

masculararms,canIbewrappedaroundthemforthewholeday.I'mhotandbotheredallover



again.Whatisthismandoingtome?CanwegettoworkalreadybeforeIlooseallmymorals

andhavemywaywithhim.

NKANYISO:"stopundressingmewithyoureyes"

OKUHLE:"I'mbeyondtheundressingphaseinmymind,I'malready"

NKANYISO:"missKhumalomam,ifwecarryonwiththisconversationI'mtooscaredofthe

outcome"

OKUHLE:"praytell"

NKANYISO:"theendresultwillhaveusbothbehindbarsarrestedforpublicindecency"

OKUHLE:"wellthatwillbeanexperiencetome"

NKANYISO:"theinnocentMissKhumaloisnotsoinnocent,whowould'vethought"

OKUHLE:"MrNkanyisosircanIdemonstratemyinnocencetoyouafterwork"

NKANYISO:"it'sadate"

OKUHLE:"musictomyears"

Wegettowork,asusualIhavecoffeewiththeladiesandcatchuponthelatestgossip.

Antoinettekeepsgivingmetheseweirdlooks,I'llneverheartheendofit.Sheprobablywantsto

interrogatemeontheside.I'mnotsoreadyforit.Igettotheofficeandcarryonwithmyusual

tasks.I'msmilingfromeartoear,loveisintheair.Hecomesinandclosethedoor.Thelook

he'sgivingme,hellno!I'mnotabouttogetsmashedintheofficeduringworkinghours.God

knowsIhaven'trecoveredfromthismorningsession.Thatremindsme,anenergydrinkismuch

neededtokeepmerevivedandenergizedfortherestoftheday.Hecomesaroundandstands

behindmychair.Whatisthismanupto,hismascularhandslandsonbothmyshoulders.He

startsoffslow,thisislife.Hegivesmeoneheckofamassagethathasmemoaningwithmy

eyesclosed.

NKANYISO:"forsomeonewhodoesn'twanttobesexedupintheoffice,usuredomoanloud"

OKUHLE:"youareamindreadernow?"

NKANYISO:"it'snothardtotell,everythingiswritteninyourface.Yourfacialexpressionsthey

sayitall,butonlyIcanreadthem"



OKUHLE:"udon'tsay"

NKANYISO:"soonI'llhaveyouontopofmydesk,onyourdesk,behindthedoor,againstthe

wallandalloverthisoffice.I'mjusttakingiteasyonyou,sinceourmorningsession"

Igasp,thismanisonthemissiontodevourthiscookieofmine.NotthatImind,ofcourse!I'll

gladlygiveittohim.Heturnsmychairs,comesdowntolevelandsmashhislipsonmine.The

kissispassionate,hebreaksitandturnsmychairintoitsproperposition.Whydidhestop?

Whatkindoftortureisthis?Hesureenjoysleavingmedrippingwetfrommyownpooloffluids.

NKANYISO:"workmissKhumalo,wehavealottocovertoday"

OKUHLE:"yesMrNxumaloSir"

Hegigglesandgoestohisdesk.Soonashesitsinthatpositionit'sallworkandnoplay.Iwatch

himallseriousbehindhislaptop,he'ssosexythecrispwhiteshirt,thenavybluetieandthose

skinnyfitformaltrouser.Damn!Myman'ssexy.Isnapoutofit.'Girlgetyouracttogetherand

work'notetoself.Thedaygoesbyrealquickandsmooth.Nkahadacourtcasetoattendanda

clienttomeet.AfterworkIdecidetogocrashatmyplace.Ifeellonelyandneedy.Idecideto

haveamuchneededbathandcookjusttopasstime.JustoneweekleftandI'llbehome.Icall

theKhumalo'stonoavail,wonderwhatthosetwooldiesareupto.Probablygettingfreaky,don't

thinkI'lleverrecoverfrombeingsubjectedtotheirsexualsounds.Bigbrotherisnextinthelist

andhe'salsounreachable,talkaboutzeroluck.IcallJasetonoavail.Igiveupandsettleonthe

couch.WhayamIsobothered,Iswitchoffthepotsandretiretobed.

MyphoneringsassoonasI'minbed.It'sJase,forgotIevencalledhimearlier.Ianswerthe

phoneandhesoundslikehe'ssniffing.

OKUHLE:"dolltalktome"

JASE:"it'sbadLele,seemslikeI'llhavetogohomesoonerthanexpected"

OKUHLE:"I'msorrydoll,whenareyouheadinghome"

JASE:"tomorrowmorning,momandmysistercalled.He'sreallybadLele,theydon'teventhink

hemightmakeittillnextweek.That'satleastwhatmysistersaid.Momstillhasfaith,soIhave



nochoicebuttodrivehome,apparentlyheaskedforme"

OKUHLE:"gobabe,heprobablywantstomakethingsrightbeforehemakeshisfinalexit"

JASE:"mysistersentmehisrecentPic,itdoesn'tevenlooklikehim.He'sallskinandbones,

I'mshocked.ThepersononthePicdoesn'tevenremblesmyFather"

OKUHLE:"gohomebabeandfixthingswiththeoldman"

JASE:"hopefullyIwon'tbetoolate,I'dhateforhimtopasswithoutusmakingpeace"

OKUHLE:"you'llmakeitjustintimeandkeepmeposted.I'llcheckupyouonadailybasis"

JASE:"theregoesourtriptogether"

OKUHLE:"Iunderstand,I'ddothesameinyoursituation"

JASE:"that'swhyIloveyousomuch"

OKUHLE:"that'swhatfriendsarefor"

JASE:"nightdoll,guessI'llseeyouuponmyreturn"

OKUHLE:"nytbabe,takecareofyourself"

Lifeisonebigroller-coaster.Ireallywanttobetherewithhim,guessthistaskhe'llhavetodoby

himself.Somehowmysoulisrestless,ImissmypersonandI'montheedgeofcallinghim.Just

thenthere'saknockonmydoor.Irushtothedoorandpeepthroughthesmallhole.Myheart

jumpsforjoy,myveryownperson.Iopenthedoorandthrowmyselfinhisarms.Heholdsme

close.

NKANYISO:"wasIthatmissed"

OKUHLE:"comehere,letmeshowyouhowmuchyouweremissed"

NKANYISO:"canIbefedfirst"

OKUHLE:"mainmealordessert"

NKANYISO:"IwantbothbutIdon'tmindskippingthemainmealtodessertfirst"

OKUHLE:"nowyoutalkingmylanguage"

NKANYISO:"Iswear,you'llbethedeathofme"



OKUHLE:"shutupandkissme"

Hepicksmeupandputsmeonthekitchencounter.Hegetsinbetweenmythighsandtakesof

thebaggyT.ShirtIhadon.Ihelploosenhistiehetakesoffhisshirt,beltshoesandtrouser.The

excitementinme,justwhatmybody'sbeenyearningfor.Whyhealwaysleavestheboxersfor

lastpuzzlesme.Hisallerectandreadyforme.ThisisalltheremedyIneed.Webacktokissing

andtouching.I'vefallensodeepinlovewiththisman.JustminutesbackIwassoemptyand

incomplete.Nowhe'shereandIfeellikeIcanconquertheworld.Iletmyselfgoandsuccumb

tohistouch.InthismomentnothingornoonemattersitsjustmeandMyNkanyisoNxumalo.

Insert37

Thatdamnalarmagain!Isnoozeit.Iturnandwatchhimsleep.Guesshemust'vefeltme

staringathim.Heopenshiseyesandgivemehislazysmile.Hepullsmeclosertohimand

staresdeepinmysoul.

NKANYISO:"mysunshineareyougoodthismorning"

OKUHLE:"whowouldn'tbe?wakingupnexttotheirlover"

NKANYISO:"Owreallybabe,justsoyouknowthefeelingismutual.Whydon'twejustdoit

babe?Gethitched.

OKUHLE:"hahaha!youfullofjokesthismorning"

NKANYISO:"uhhhmm"

OKUHLE:"younotseriousnoworareyou?"

NKANYISO:"onlyonewaytofindout,nowcomehere"

That"comehere"soundsdangerous,I'myettorecoverfromlastnightssession.Ijumpoutof

bedandruntothebathroom.He'srightbehindme.HegrabsmebymywaistandIrestmyhead

onhischest.Thewaymybodygetsparalysedbyhistouch.Hedrawspatternsonmyback,his

softlipscomesincontactwithmybareshoulders.Heplantssoftkissesonmyshouldersallthe

waytomyneck.Hisonehandisonmybreastwhilehisfingersarecaressingmynipples.His

otherhandmakesadebutentrytomyNana,soonasthefingerscomeincontactwithfolds.



Floodscomepouringdown.Herubsmegentlyandamoanescapesmylips.Hegigglessoftly

NKANYISO:"doyouwantmebabe"

OKUHLE:"mhmmmmmm"

NKANYISO:"Ican'thearyoumylove,Ineedyourpermissiontocarryonwiththistaskathand"

OKUHLE:"yeeeessss,takemenow"

NKANYISO:"yourwishismycommandMrsN"

Hetakesmyhandandguidemetoatoiletseat.HesitsfirstandIsitonhim,squatposition.I

guidehistoolinmyflowingparadise.Idon'tmoveimmediately,I'mallowinghisgirthtofillme.

Hiseyesaresosmall,he'squiteimpatienttoday.HestartsmovingandIfollowsuit.Weboth

moveintoourownslowrhythm,hisgriponmywaistbecomestight.Pleasurestartskickingin,I

pickupthepace.Iridehimlikeawomanpossessed,maybeIampossessed.Possessedbyhis

goodDickgame.Iletitallgoandfallapart.Hesqueezemesotightandhereleaseallhisjuices

onme.Wesitinthatpositionforawhile,hegivesmeapassionatewetkiss.

NKANYISO:"damnIloveyou"

OKUHLE:"Iloveyoumore,wegonnabelate"

NKANYISO:"fuck,heliftsmeupandputsmedown.ShitbabeIhaveanearlymeetingwithone

ofmyclients"

OKUHLE:"let'squicklyshowerbabe"

Weshowertogether,heleavesimmediatelyafterthat.Imakemybedandgetdressedquickly.

There'snotimetomakemylunchbox,mytransportisalreadyhootingforme.Irushoutside

andluckilyImakeittoworkjustintime.Wehaveourcoffeewiththeladiesandcatchupas

usual.FinallymeandAntoinettearefinallyonourown,canshegetitoveranddonewith!Ican

seeshe'sitchingtotellmesomething.

ANTOINETTE:"soyouandNkanyisoareexclusivenow"

OKUHLE:"somethingalongthoselines"



ANTOINETTE:"Iknewit,detailsgirl"

OKUHLE:"dutycallsgirl,dutycalls"

ANTOINETTE:"I'llgetyouforthis"

Ileaveherthere,getintotheofficeandcarryonwithmyusualtasks.Iwonderdidhemakeiton

timeforhismeeting,theboyfriend.IwonderhowJaseisholdingup,I'llcallhimaroundlunch.I

calltheKhumalo's,theyarewell.MaKhumalosaidtheywenttodeliverprayerbyJase'shome,

thisconfirmshowbadhisdadis.FridayI'mdefinitelygoinghome,tooffermyfriendandhis

familysupport.Hisscentdisturbsmefrommythoughts.Ilookup,onlytofindhimstaringatme

withaconcernedlook.

NKANYISO:"pennyforyourthoughts"

OKUHLE:"I'llhavetogohomethisweekend,it'squiteurgent"

NKANYISO:"whatrequiresyoutobehomesourgently"

OKUHLE:"mybestfriendneedsme,hisdadisgravelyill.Iwasgonnavisitthemnextweekend

anyway,butI'llgothisweekendinstead"

NKANYISO:"Don'tyouwantmetoaccompanyyou"

OKUHLE:"Don'tthinkit'sagoodidea,allmyattentionwillbefocusedonmyfriendandhis

familyforthewholeweekend.You'llfeelneglected"

NKANYISO:"itmakessensebutifIgettoobored,I'lldrivedownthere"

OKUHLE:"dramaticmuch"

NKANYISO:"nothingstoodramaticwereyouareinvolved"

OKUHLE:"isthatsoMrNkanyisosir"

NKANYISO:"Ijustcameheretofeedyou,thoughtyou'dbestarvingsincewewerepressedfor

timethismorning"

OKUHLE:"andthebestboyfriendawardgoesto,drumroll"

NKANYISO:"shutupandeat"

OKUHLE:"yessir"



Weeatoverstupidjokes.Amanthatfeedsmeallways,ThankyouLord.Mythoughtsare

revolvingaroundJase,Ijustprayhemakesitintime.Justsohecangetclosure,thetalkwith

mymomhadmeworried.Youknowapersonisgravelyilloncetheystartdeliveringhome

prayers.PoorJase.Isighheavily.Nowhereallylooksworried,guesshedoesn'tunderstandthe

bondme,Jaseandourfamilieshave.Hishomehasalwaysbeenmysecondhomesincewe

wereinprimaryschool.Thisfoodisnotgoingdownwell,I'velostmyappetite.Shamemyman

isreallyworriednow,thelookonhisfacesaysitall.

NKANYISO:"maybeIcandriveyouhomethursdaynight,beforeyougoinsanewithworry"

OKUHLE:"reallyBabe,you'ddothatforme"

NKANYISO:"anythingforMrsN"

OKUHLE:"Iloveyou,youarethebestboyfriendever"

NKANYISO:"whenitcomestoyou,Iaimtoplease"

OKUHLE:"trustmeI'mmorethanpleased"

NKANYISO:"Areyou?Areyoureallypleased?"

OKUHLE:"morethanpleased"

NKANYISO:"lookslikeIcanboyfriendafterall,Iplantohusbandaswell"

OKUHLE:"youcrazydude"

NKANYISO:"comehere"

Heopenshisarmsandgivesmeoneofhiswarmembrace.Iinstantlyfeelbetter,herubsmy

backandassuresmethatallwillbewell.There'sassurityinhisstatement,Ibelievehim.He

leavesforhismeetingandIcallJaseimmediately.

JASE:"Lele"

OKUHLE:"talktomedoll"

JASE:"it'sbeyondbadLele,Icanhardlyrecognizehim.Worsepartisthatherefusestogoto

thehospital"

OKUHLE:"that'shectic,what'syourmom'stakeonallofthis.Thehospitalstory"



JASE:"she'sanobedientwifeLele.She'srespectingandfulfillinghiswishes.Whatmorecan

wedo?"

OKUHLE:"there'snothingmorewecandoorsaymyfriend.Guessweshouldrespectthem,

theyknowwhattheyaredoing"

JASE:"wehaven'treallytalkedbutheseemedgenuinelyhappytoseeme.Hegavemeahug

Lele.Ihonestlythinkhewanttomakepeacebeforehepasseson"

OKUHLE:"I'mcomingdownThursdaynight,I'llseeyouFridaymorningmyfriend.Seeyou

soon"

JASE:"yoursupportismuchappreciateddoll,can'twaittoseeyou.I'msodrainedbutalready

atpeace,feelsgoodtobehomefinally.Evenunderthesecircumstances,it'sbeenwaytoolong

Lele"

OKUHLE:"tellmeaboutit,tellmeaboutit.That'sexactlyhowIfeltfewmonthsago.There

reallyain'tnoplacelikehome"

JASE:"thanksforthecalldoll,I'vegottorunfewerrandsformom"

OKUHLE:"anytimebabe,checkonyoulaterthen"

I'msorelievedaftermyphonecallwithJase,can'twaittoseehimFriday.Thefactthathe'sat

homeandatpeacegivesmejoy.I'malsogladhemadeithomejustontime.Therestoftheday

goesbyquitequick.Imissmyboyfriendandfoodbuddy.AfterworkIrushhome,I'mtoolazyto

cook.Breadorcerealwilldo.IdecidetocheckonJaseaftermybathandhisphonerings

unanswered.Worryinstantlywashesoverme,butI'mcomfortedbythefactthatmymom

would'veinformedmeifanythingbadhadhappened.He'sprobablybusy,it'snoteasylooking

afteranillperson.Myphonerings,it'stheboyfriendhe'sonhisway.Ismilebymyself,allIwant

istobewrappedaroundhisarmsandsleepmyworriesaway.

Insert38

It'sThursdayalready,theboyfriendandIaredrivingtompumalanga.Webunkedworkallinthe

nameofworkingfromcourt.Allthesacrificesandeffortfromhimdon'tgounnoticed.The

boyfriend,heseemsprettyexcitedgoingtowherehiswifewasbornandbreed.Sohesays,

prettycrazyItellyou.Idon'tremembereverhavingsomuchfundrivinghome.Wemakecasual

stopstostretch,buyfoodandfillupgas.Thatgiveshimtheopportunitytotakerandompicsof

me,wesnapfewpicstogether.Formemorieskeeps,that'swhathesays.we'llprobablytake



partinthecoupleschallenge.Iwon'tmindgoingonmoreroadtripswithmyNka,hiscarefree

naturemakesitworthwhile.Weareparked5housesawayfrommyplace,themoodissuddenly

somber.Thepout,he'ssulking.ThisisgonnabemoredifficultthanIthought.

OKUHLE:"babe,don'tdothatplease.Don'tsulkplease"

NKANYISO:"Ialreadymissyoubabe"

OKUHLE:"only3nightsbaethenI'llbewrappedaroundthosearms,allnightlong"

NKANYISO:"huuh3nights,that's72hours,4320minutesandcounting.Don'tevengetme

startedontheseconds"

OKUHLE:"hahaha!I'vealreadymadepeacewiththefactthatyoucrazybutIdidn'tknowyou

wereabsolutelyinsane"

NKANYISO:"socrazyI'mthinkingofbookingincloseby"

OKUHLE:"youwouldn'tdothatnow,wouldyou?"

NKANYISO:"isthat'sadare?"

OKUHLE:"comeherebabe"

HecomescloserandIdevourhislipsonemoretime.Webothagree,I'llspendthenightoverhis

placeuponmyreturn.It'sworking,Iseehimloosenupabit.Great!there'sasmilenowonhis

face.Ipullhimtomeandkisshim.afterall,itwillbe4320minutesbeforeIgetsomeloving.As

difficultasitis,wepartways.Homesweethome,IbumpintoSis'Thandi.Greatjustgreat!

SIS'THANDI:"LeleKhumalo,mygirl.I'vebeenstaringatthatexpensivecar.Youarerollingwith

richguysnow"

OKUHLE:"hawuSisTHANDI"

SIS'THANDI:"lookhowyoublushing,younglove.Enjoyitmybaby,loveisabeautifulthingbut

someofuschoosetolovemonsters"

Herewegoagain.I'veheardthisstoryamilliontimes.Savedbythephone.It'stheBae,he

decidedtobookin.He'stootiredtodrivesohe'llcheckoutinthemorninganddriveback.Iget

thefeelingtonightI'llbewrappedaroundhisarms.Hemightnotsaysonow,butIknowhimtoo



wellnow.AtleasthesavedmefromSis'thandisstory,Iwavegoodbyetoherandmakemyway

home.Istandoutsideforawhileandlistentomymancomplainingaboutmissingme.We

haven'tevenpartedforanhour.Thismananddrama.Iwrapupourcallandgetinside.

TheresheismyveryownMaKhumalobusywithherpots.Oneday,I'llalsocookeverydayformy

husband.MybwhenI'mMrsN,thesmilecreepsupmyface.MaKhumaloturnsandfindsme

smiling.Sheseemssohappytoseemeespeciallysincemyvisitwasonlyexpectednext

weekend.Shewipesherhands.IrushtoherandI'mmetbyherwarmembrace.

MAKHUMALO:"Lele,I'msohappytoseeyou"

OKUHLE:"notasmuchasIam,MA.where'syourhusband"

MAKHUMALO:"that'syourfatherandyouarenottoooldtogetahiding"

OKUHLE:"who'sgonnamakehimteaifhehitsme"

MAKHUMALO:"youaresobeautifulandglowingLele.Ihopeyouarenotmakingmeagranny"

OKUHLE:"noI'mnot,maybeBhut'Siphiwewillmakeyouagrannysoon"

MAKHUMALO:"Ireallyhopeso.HecametoshowusourMakoti,she'ssobeautifulandwell

mannered.Verydowntoearth,hefoundhimselfatruewomanthere.HernameisLangelihle

Minenhle,youllsoonmeether"

OKUHLE:"Ican'twait,Ilikeheralready"

MAKHUMALO:"youshouldevenyourfatherwasimpressedbyher"

OKUHLE:"she'sonespecialcreaturethen,ifBab'Khumaloisimpressed.nowIreallywanna

meether"

MAKHUMALO:"gogreetyourdadandyou'lldishupforallofus"

Heregoesnothing!Ihaven'tevensatdownandI'malreadybeingsentaround.Talkaboutbeing

theonlydaughter.Bab'KhumaloandthenewsChannel.Geez!ifit'snotthenewsthenit'sthe

sportschannel.Mymomonlywatchgospelandcookingchannels.Idon'tevengetachanceto

watchTVwhenI'maround.

OKUHLE:"Daddy!howareyouBab'Khumalo?



BAB'Khumalo:"Lele,whatapleasantsurprise.Comegiveyourdadahug.Soyoudecidedto

surpriseusonaThursdaynight"

OKUHLE:"ImissedyouguysandI'mherebecauseofJaseaswell"

BAB'KHUMALO:"thingsarereallybadLele,I'mgladyouareheretosupporthim.Thatboy

needsallthesupporthecanget"

OKUHLE:"let'shopehe'llrecover,afterallwecanonlyhopeandhavefaith"

BAB'KHUMALO:"mydaughterisnotonlybigbutshe'sawisewomannow.I'msoproudofyou,

that'sexactlyhowawisewomanspeaks"

OKUHLE:"thankyoudad,letmeputmybagawayanddishupbeforeyourwifestarts

complaining"

Iputthebaginmyroom,makemywaytothekitchenanddishupforthefamily.It'ssonice

havingsupperwiththeKhumalo's.I'llonlygopassJase'shousetomorrow,it'stoolatenow

anyway.Idothedishesandretiretomybed.IcallJaseandinformhimthatI'mhere,andI'llonly

comebytomorrowsinceit'swaytoolatenow.Hesoundssodownoverthephone,apparently

allthefamilycametoseehisdad.Theywerefulfillinghiswishes,itsprettyhectic.It'sonlynowI

realizehowbadthingsreallyare.Alltheunclesconvincedhimtogotothehospitalbuthedidn't

budge.He'salwaysbeenaproud,stubbornman.Eveninhisdeathbed.Jaseisreallydown,we

chatandgossip.Itseemstobeworkingbeaccusehelaughseverynowandthen.

Wegossipaboutmybrotherandhisnewgirlfriend.Jasewantstomeetheraswell,she'sin

demand.Imagineallofusarewaitingtomeether.

IcallBhut'SiphiweandinformhimthatI'mhome.Wechatandhecan'tstoptellingmeabout

theloveofhislife.ThedudeiswhippedbutI'mhappyforhim.ThewayHedescribesher,she'sa

womanofhisdreams.Finallyhe'sfreefromallthecrazywomanhisbeendatinginthepast.

He'sbringingherSaturdayandI'morderedtocookhisfavoritedishes.Hehasneverwentallout

forawomanbefore.It'sadateIcan'twaitforSaturday,afterthecallwithmybrother.Idecideto

calltheboyfriend,he'sbeentooquiteformyliking.Heanswersonthesecondring.

NKANYISO:"LET-Omylove"

OKUHLE:"hybaby,justwantedtocheckonyou

andsaygoodnight"



NKANYISO:"well,whydon'tyoucomeoutandsayittome"

OKUHLE:"youjokingright?"

NKANYISO:"I'mseriousasaheartattack,I'vebeenpackedhereforthepasthour.waitingfor

thelightstogooff,soIcansneakyououtofthehouse"

OKUHLE:"hasanyoneevertoldyoujusthowcrazyyouare"

NKANYISO:"amilliontimesandyouconfirmeditafewtimes"

OKUHLE:"youarebeyondcrazy,thatIcanattestto"

NKANYISO:"comeout,Imissyou"

OKUHLE:"letmecheckthecoastfirst"

NKANYISO:"I'mpatientlyandimpatientlywaitingforyou"

OKUHLE:"istheresuchaphrase"

Helaughs.GoodtheKhumalo'sarealreadyinbed.Isneakout,carefullyso.He'sparkedrightin

frontofmyyard.Thisonedoesn'tknowBab'Khumalotoowell.Istrolltothecar,assoonasI'm

in.Heattacksmewithadeepkiss.Ihaven'tevensaidawordtohim.webothpulloutofthekiss

NKANYISO:"ImissedyousomuchLET-O"

OKUHLE:"notasmuchasIdo"

NKANYISO:"stoplying,howaretheKhumalo'sanddidyouseeJase?"

OKUHLE:"theParentsaregoodbabeandJaseI'llonlyseehimtomorrow,losttrackoftime

withtheparentsearlier"

NKANYISO:"wishIcanstealyouforthenightbutIwouldn'twanttoupsetmyfutureinlaws"

OKUHLE:"haaibabe,I'mwillingtobestolenbyyou"

NKANYISO:"trustme,I'dlovetobuttheyaremoreimportanttomeandI'mnotaboutto

disrespectthemlikethat.Givememygoodnightkiss"

Hecan'tbeseriousorishe?



Insert39

HewasdeadseriousandnowI'mlyinginmybedcontemplatingaboutwhatcould'vebeen.I've

gottensousedtobeingdicktimized.itjustdoesn'tfeelright,beingwithhimandnotgettingany.

Yousee,thepoweroftheD.ThepoweroftheD!Ansmscomesthroughfromhim,thenerveof

thisman.

"GoodnightMrsN,Iloveyou"

Imeltandforgetaboutmyminitantrumearlieron.IswitchonmydataandwechattillIfall

asleep.It'sabrandnewday,mymomwakesmeuptoclean.Housechores,itdoesn'tgetany

better.Idon'tevenhavethestrengthtocomplain,I'mavoidingthespeechofbeingalazywife.

AtleastI'llgetdoneearlyandspendtherestofthedaywithJase.It's8amandI'mdonewithmy

chores,Idon'tevenwakeup8am whenI'moff.IbathandmakebreakfastfortheKhumalo's.

Wehaveourbreakfastreminiscingongoodolddays.

AfterthebreakfastIchatwiththeboyfriend,he'sdrivingbackhome.

ImakemywaytoJase'shouse,afterreportingtotheparentsofcourse.Hemeetsmebythe

gate,wehug.Icouldbewrongbuthehadlostabitofweight.Wegoinsidethehouse,Igreet

thefamily.MyeyeslandsonJase'sfather,theshockonmyfaceisvisible.He'sallskinand

bones,it'squitescary.Igreethimproperlywithahandshake,hesmilesandwhispersmyname.

Thetearsarestreamingdownmyface,I'moverwhelmedbysadness.IseeJase'smomwipe

hertearsandhissisterlookingdown.JaseandIgobackoutsideforsomefreshair.Ican't

seemtostopthetearsfromflowing.NowJaseiscomfortingme,honestlyIneverthoughthe

wasthisbad.

JASE:"it'sbadLele,he'sbeenhallucinatingsincelastnight.Talkingabouthe'sreadytogo

home"

OKUHLE"noJase"

JASE:"hehasacceptedhisfate,hegenuinelyapologizedtomelastnight.I'msoscaredLele"

OKUHLE:"comehere"



Iopenmyarmsforhim,wehugandcrytogether.It'sreallysad,I'velostallfaithinhisfather

everrecovering.Ifhemakesitthenit'sbythegraceofGod,whatIsawinthereleftmehopeless.

Helookedexhaustedandpale.

JASE:"let'sgoforawalkLele,Ifeelsodrainedandsuffocated"

OKUHLE:"yourwishismycommand"

JASE:"whenwasthelasttimeyouhadKota(bunnychow)fromKotazone"

OKUHLE:"youkiddingmeright,doesthatplacestillexist"

JASE:"yepandIhaven'teatensincethismorning"

OKUHLE:"whatarewewaitingforthen,let'sgofeedmyfavoritemoghey"

Westralldowntheroad,there'sfewfamiliarfacesIseealongtheway.Thislifehasdonea

numberonthem.Wearriveandorderourbunnychows.Mymouthiswateringalready,can'twait

todigin.Ourorderarrives,wedecidetogochillbythepark.Weeatandgodownmemorylane.

JASE:"rememberwhenyoufellonthatswingandtoreyourdressintheprocess"

OKUHLE:"Don'tevenmentionit,thehidingIgotfromMaKhumalo.ThatwasmySundaydress

andIworeitwithoutherpermission"

JASE:"rememberwhenthosebullieschasedmeandpromisedtobeatmenexttimeI'mseeing

playingwithgirls"

OKUHLE:"hahahayou'vealwaysbeengaymyfriend"

JASE:"nomatterhowmanywarningandthreatsIgot,thenextdayI'dbeback"

OKUHLE:"Yaaassswenagirl"

JASE:"Sis'Ntombi'sunderwears,Iwasalwaysintroubleathomeandbytheplaygrounds"

OKUHLE:"remindsmeofthesoccerteam"

JASE:"Ionlyjoinedtopleasemydadyouknow,butafter2daysofpractice.Iwasdownandout.

Whotrainssohard,theotherplayerscomplainedofmebeingtoosofttothecoach"

OKUHLE:"youdefinitelyweremyfriend,nolie"



JASE:"doyouevenknowhowhardandsorethesoccerballis?"

OKUHLE:"thatcanmissme,I'mnotevenasoccerfan"

Hismoodhasimprovedsomuch.I'msogladIdecidedtocomehome,myfriendreallyneeded

me.Wegodownmemorylane,amazingthekindoffriendshipwehave.Itdoesn'tmatterthe

circumstances,wealwayscomethroughforoneanother.Justthenmymancallstoinformme,

hearrivedsafeathome.Hestartssulkingagaincomplainingofbeingboredandmissingme.

Serveshimrightafterdenyingmeasleepover.I'mhavingaconversation,blushingandJaseis

staringatmewithquestioningeyes.Thisisnotthetimenortheplacetotellhimaboutmylove

life,notunderthesecircumstances.Icutourconversationshort,mymainfocusrightnowis

Jase.Soit'sbyeBae.

JASE:"sneakybitch,youhaveaboyfriendandyoudon'tsharethegoodnews.I'mallears,dish

thenews!"

OKUHLE:"it'sstillearlydaysdoll"

JASE:"allthedetailsbabe,where,whenandhow?timeisallwehavepraytell"

OKUHLE:"okaywheredoIstart,I'mhisPA,he'syummyandhissexisonsteroids"

JASE:"youalreadylethimdipinyourparadise.Heemoghalyoudon'twastetime,doyou?"

OKUHLE:"itjusthappenedyouknow"

JASE:"Haaibo!Youlittlefreak.Whoareyouandwhathaveyoudonetomyinnocentfriend"

OKUHLE:"yourinnocentfriendisnowawoman"

JASE:"tellmeaboutit"

OKUHLE:"itmightbeHoneymoonphaseJasebutI'mgenuinelyhappy.Hefitssoperfectlyin

mylife"

JASE:"myonlyissueorworryisyourworkingrelationship.Businessandpleasurebabe,things

mightgetprettyugly"

OKUHLE:"itmakessense,yourconcern.SurprisinglyIhaven'tthoughtthatfar.I'mtoo

consumedbyhissexgameandcraziness,tothepointwhereI'veoverlookedsuchthings"

JASE:"happinessiswrittenalloveryourface,I'mtrulyhappyforyou.Thiscallsfora

celebration"



OKUHLE:"I'ddrinktothat,thismightbeagoodopportunityformetointroduceyoutohim"

JASE:"AmenI'lldrinktothat"

Wechillandcatchupsomemore.Itfeelslikeoldtimes,backthenwe'dmeetheretogossipin

peaceandplanourescapefromthisdustytownship.Lifewaseasierbackthen,theonlyworry

wastopassandmakeittothenextgrade.

Ithinkwe'vebeensittingherefor5hoursorso.

Iprobablyshouldheardhomeandstartwiththepots.Dadisquitefussyandsupermustbe

servedat7pmxap.Westrollback.Iwanttosaymygoodbyestomynextfamily,sowehead

straighttoJase'shome.WearealmostbythegatewhenJase'smomscreamsandwails.Her

criescutsstraightdeepinmyheart,Igetinstantlyweak.Thiscan'tbehappening,mykneesgets

weak.Myfeetareheavytocarryme,Jaserunsinthehouse.Hisscreamsconfirmswhatmy

mindwasfailingtoregister.

JASE:"Dadnodad,youcan'tdothistome!"

Hescreams,Iwanttogettohim.Ireallywanttobebyhisside.Butmybodyfeelsparalysed

fromwaistdown.Luckilyoneoftheunclesspotsmeandcomehelpme.Hehalfcarriesme

insidethehouse.Seeinghimcurleduplikethatnexttothecouchgivesmestrength.Irushto

himandwrapmyarmsaroundhim.HewailsinmyarmsandIletthemflow.Thisisreallysad

everyoneisjustcrying.IseeoneoftheunclesclosingtheMastersbedroomdoor.Ihearone

auntiecallingthepoliceandthefuneralparlour.Lifeisshortandunpredictable,justthis

morningIshookhishandandnowheisgone.Icryevenmore,Jaseisnolongerwailinghe's

justsobbing.MyphoneringsandIjustletitbe.Whoever'scallingisnomoreimportantthanmy

friendandhisfamilyatthiscurrentmoment.Realityjusthitmehard,itallboilsdowntothis.We

alllivejusttodieoneday.

Imakeapromisetomyselftocheckandvisitmyparentsonaregularbasis.Jase'sdadwasn't

evensickforthatlongbuthe'snomore.Jase'smomissobrokenandsoisthesister.The

policearrivefirstandthepeoplefromthemorguefollowshortlyafterthem.Theydotheirjob

withoutanyoneinterruptingthem.It'swhentheycarryoutJase'sfatherlifelessbody,that

everyonestartcryingandwailingalloveragain.Myphonevibratesfrommypocketagain.I'm

waytooweakandtooemotionaltoansweritletalonelookatit.Mypoormogheyjustwhenhe

madepeacewithhisdad,thenthis.!!



Insert40

Neighbour'sandclosefamiliesarealreadyheretooffertheircondolences.Jase'smomis

sittinginthemattresswithtwoelderlywomanfrom herhusband'sfamiliesside.I'vebeenup

anddownwithNtombimakingteafortheelders.Jaseistoowrappedupinhisemotions.He

needsallthetimetoabsorbwhathashappened.IlethimbeandassistNtombi,oneoftheir

cousinshasjoinedusaswell.TheKhumalo'sarealsoherewithsomeofthechurchladies.It's

suchasadsighttowitness.Peoplearecomingandgoing,it'squitehectic.Thisishowlifehas

cometobe,death,weddingsandcelebrationsaretheonlythingsthatgetustogetheras

families.Lifeisjusttoocomplicated.

It'sgettingprettylateandI'mreadytogohomenow.IsearchforJasebuthe'snowhereinsight.

Apparentlytheyareinthemeeting,discussingtheburialdateandalltheAdminthatcomeswith

it.He'sthesurvivingsonsohemustbepresentinthesemeetings.Ntombiandtheircousin

Nqobileareaccompanyingmehome.I'msoexhaustedallIneedisabathandmybed.They

takemealltheway.IgethomeandtheKhumalo'sarewatchinge-news.I'msodrained,theyjust

letmebe.Itakemybathandretiretobed.Myphone,IhavetocallJasebeforepassingout.

There's9missedcallfromtheboyfriendandwatsappmessages.Icompletelyforgotabouthim,

he'sprobablyworriedsick.I'llcallhimaftergettingintouchwithJase.Itrycountlesstimesto

getaholdofhimtonoavail.I'mworriedsick,SoIleavehimamessage.TomorrowI'llgothere

earlyinthemorning.SoIcallmyboyfriend

NKANYISO:"Babe,areyouokay?ThankgoodnessI'vebeenworriedsickaboutyou.Youdon't

answeryourphoneandIalmost"

OKUHLE:"woooslowdownutalkingtoofastandmybrainisn'tfunctioningproperly"

NKANYISO:"okayMrs,sotellmeareyoualright"

OKUHLE:"I'mdefinitelynotgoodbabe,Jase'sfatherpassedontoday"

NKANYISO:"BabeI'msorrytohearthat,shamepoorJase.Idon'tevenknowhimbuthemust

bedevastated,losingaparent.Ican'tevenimaginewhathemustbegoingthrough"

OKUHLE:"it'sbadbabe,he'sbeyonddevastated.Imeanthey'vejustmadepeaceandnowhe

mustburyhim"

NKANYISO:"yoohIdon'tevenknowwhattosay,whatwaswrongwiththeoldman"



OKUHLE:"prostatecancer,hewasn'tevensickforlong,twoweeksmaxandhe'sgone"

NKANYISO:"assadasitis,atleasthemanagedtomakepeacewithhisdad.Notalotofpeople

areasfortunate"

OKUHLE:"guessyouarerightbabe"

NKANYISO:"ofcourseI'mright,wishIcouldbewithyourightnowandholdyou"

OKUHLE:"howIwish"

NKANYISO:"mmmhmImightjust"

OKUHLE:"Don'tyouevendare"

Helaughs,Ijoinin.WechatsomemoreandIfeelabitbetterafterourlittlechat.TonightIgoto

bedwithaheavyheart.I'moverwhelmedbyeverythingthattookplacetoday.Ican'teven

imaginewhatJasemightbefeeling.IimaginewhatI'dbelikeifIhadtolooseoneofmyparents,

thepainisjusttoomuch.I'msobbingalloveragain,doesitevengetbetter.Ihaveaslight

headachenow,don'tthinkI'llfallasleepanytimesoon.Myheart'sjustnotatpeace.Imakemy

waytothekitchen,theparentsarealreadysleepingandIneedpainkillers.Iscratchthroughmy

momsfirstaidkit,luckilythere'spainkiller.Itaketwoandretiretobed.Twentyminutesinbed

andIpassout.

It'ssaturdayandasusualMaKhumalowakesmetocleanandpreparelunchforBhut'Siphiwe

andourpotentialMakotiLangelihle.TothinkIwasinsuchgoodandhighspiritstomeether.

NotthatI'mnotlookingforwardtoit,butI'mjusttoodrained.Imustgotothemallaswellfor

fewthings.Wow!MaKhumalosaidit'sjustfewthingsbutIendupwithalist.Ipreparemyself,

theplanistogopassJase'shousefirst.Imustcheckuponhim,hehasn'tevenbeenon

watsapp.Igopasshishouse,theysenthimtorunafewerrands.GuessI'llseehimlateron.

I'matthemall,luckilyalltheitemsleadsmetoonestoreandonestoreonly.I'mnotinthemood

forupsanddownsanyway.Igetalltheitemsandmakemywaytothetillpoint,thequeues

aren'tlongeither.I'mdoneinanhour.Igopassmilkylanefortheiricecream,mightaswell.

SomeonepatsmeonmyshoulderwhileI'mstandingonthequeue.IturnandI'mmetbynone

otherthanmyannoyingex.Irollmyeyes,todayofalldays.

SMANGA:"canIhave5minutesofyourtime,promiseIwon'tupsetyou"



OKUHLE:"whatmakesyouthinkIhavetimetospareafterourlastencounter"

SMANGA:"please,Ipromisetoleaveyoualoneforgoodafterthis"

OKUHLE:"okaythen"

SMANGA:"thankyou,Ireallyappreciateit"

He'sleadingmetowimpy,thoughtthiswasgoingtobea5minutechat.Wesettledownandhe

ordersaMangojuice.Somethingsneverchange,heasksmetoorderbutI'mnotinasocial

mood.Hebettersaywhathebroughtmeherefor.Hesighsheavily,I'mgettingirritatedwith

everypassingminute.Haaibo!WhyamIhere,canhespeakalreadybeforeIwalkoutofhere.

SMANGA:"IoweyouanapologyLele.IwasaselfishcowardandIacknowledgethatnow.I

decidedtopaylobolaandmarrywhoIthoughtwastheloveofmylifeatthetime.Ishould've

officiallyendedthingswithyoubuttheselfishmewantedmybreadbutteredonbothsides.At

thetimeitmadesensetomehavingawifeandaside.That'swhatmostofusguysdo"

OKUHLE:"wow,sowhyyoutellingmethisnow"

SMANGA:"becauseallmybadwayshavecaughtupwithmeandIgotservedwithatasteof

myownmedicine.Let'sjustsaynowIknowhowitfeelstobecheatedonandplayedLele.

WorsepartbythepersonItrustedthemost"

OKUHLE:"wowIdidn'tseethatonecoming"

SMANGA:"everythingthatglittersisn'tgold,Ilostadiamondwhilecountingstones"

OKUHLE:"wooowdude,it'sallinthepast.I'velongedforgivenyou,eventhoughitwashardat

first"

SMANGA:"youdon'tknowhowgooditfeelstohearyousayingthosewords.ThankyouLele"

OKUHLE:"Don'tmentionit,besidesthankyouforeverything.YouknowwithoutyouIwouldn't

havemovedtojoburg.Iwouldn'thavemetthisamazingman,whomakesmyheartskipsabeat

eachtimehelooksmyway.WithoutthatheartbreakIwouldn'thaveknowjusthowstrongIam

asanindivual.Sowhateverhappenedbetweenuswaspartofmyjourney.AtfirstIprayedyou'd

stoptheweddingandcomeforme.ButnowI'mgladyoudidn't.It'sunfortunatewhathappened

toyou,thedeceptionandpainthatcomeswithbeingcheatedandtakenforarideisjusttoo

much.Iwouldn'tevenwishituponmyworstenemy.

SMANGA:"wowthatwasamouthful,I'vemesseduponagoodthing.Iwanttoapologizealso

foralmostdeceivingyouintomarryingme.I'msoashamedofmyself.Iwasyetselfishand



desperate.Pleaseforgiveme"

OKUHLE:"IforgiveyouSmangaforeverything"

SMANGA:"ThankyouLele,Iwishyouallthebestandpleasetakegoodcareofyourself.

Whoeverisdatingyounow,Ihopetheyknowjusthowluckytheyare.I'dgiveanythingtoturn

backthehandsoftimeanddothingsright.ButI'lllivewiththefactthatI'mtheonewhomessed

up"

OKUHLE:"takegoodcareofyourselfaswell,hopeyoumeettheloveofyourlife"

SMANGA:"onlytimewilltell.rightnowI'mfocusingonmycareer,clearlylovedoesn'tloveme"

OKUHLE:"Don'tbesilly,look!Itwasnicecatchingup.Ireallyneedtogonow"

SMANGA:"thankyouonceagainforyourtime"

OKUHLE:"Don'tmentionit,seeyouaround"

Igrabmyshoppingbagsandleave.Ifeelmuchmorelighteratleastthatpartofmylifeisclosed

forgood.Thatwomansurelydidanumberonhim,talkaboutkarma.Great!nowIhavetowait

tillthistaxiisfull.IneedtocheckuponJase.Hisnumberisstillonvoicemail.I'mabitexcited,

I'mgoingtoseemybrotherandhisplusone.

Insert41

SoonasIgethome.IdropthegroceryandrushtoJase'shouse.Ican'tstayanyminutelonger

withoutseeinghim.LuckilyIspothimsittingwithhisunclesintheirveranda.Hemeetsme

halfwayanddragsmetooneoftheemptybackrooms.Wehugbriefly,helooksexhausted.

PlanningthefuneralhastakenitstollonhimShame.Hetellsmehisfatherwillbeburiednext

weekSaturday.SoNextweekFridayI'llhavetocomebackfortheburial.Wesitinthelittle

couch,heburieshishandsinhisface.

OKUHLE:"heylookatme..I'mhereokay"

JASE:"it'ssohardLele.IhavetobestrongformomandNtombi.Theunclesaretellingmeto

bestrongforthefamily.I'mtheonlymalefigure,theheadofthehouseandI'mrequiredtobe

strong"

OKUHLE:"youcanbeweakandvulnerablewithmedoll,youcancryonmyshoulder.Youdon't



havetopretendwithme"

Jase:"I'msogladyouherewithmeLele,it'sfunnyhoweveryoneelsedisregardmyfeelings.I

alsolostafather,I'mgrievingaswell.Butno!Amandoesn'tcry,amanhastobestrong.That's

allI'vebeenhearingeversinceIgothereLele"

OKUHLE:"ventbabe,letitallout.Ifneedbe,cry.You'llfeelsomuchbetterafterwards"

JASE:"momhasn'tsaidaword,shehasn'tcriedeversincethebodywastakentothemorgue.

I'msoworriedabouther"

OKUHLE:"she'sgrievinginherownway,peoplegrievedifferentlydoll"

JASE:"Iguessso,there'sapartofmethat'srelievedyouknow.I'msogladImadeithomejust

intime.Atleastwemadepeaceandhe'sinamuchbetterplacenow"

OKUHLE:"he'srestingJthepainwaswaytoomuchforhim"

JASE:"hewaitedformeLele,hewaitedforme"

OKUHLE:"comehere"

Wehugandhesobs.Ijustlethimbe,he'sbeencarryingalotonhisshoulderandthepressure

fromtheeldersdoesn'tmakeitanyeasier.Idon'tevenblametheelderstheyarepassingdown

theirknowledgeandteachingsfromonegenerationtoanothergeneration.Jaseisadifferent

typeofmalealltogether,ifonlytheyunderstoodthat.Wetalkandchillsomemore.Ihavetogo

hometowelcomeourMakoti.JaseisinsuchajollymoodbythetimeIleave.Ipromisetocome

backlater,sowecangossipaboutourMakoti.Bhut'Siphiwe'scarisalreadyparkedoutsideour

yard.

There'slaughterinsidethehouse.Thismustbenice.She'sgorgeousmygoodness,she's

helpingMaKhumalodishup.Istandtherebythedooradmiringthisview.Thisbrotherofmine

doesn'twastetime,IspotababybumponourbeautifulMakoti.

MAKHUMALO:"thereyouare,comeInandgreetourbeautifulMakoti"

OKUHLE:"helloI'mLethokuhlemom'slastborn"

LANGELIHLE:"thefamoussnortyface,lookhowbeautifulyouare.I'mLangelihleNtombela,

nicetofinallymeetyou.I'veheardalotaboutyou"

OKUHLE:"goodthingsonlyIhope"

LANGELIHLE:"headoresyou"



OKUHLE:"I'mgladtofinallymeetyou,youarereallybeautifulandyouglowingtoo"

LANGELIHLE:"welllet'sjustsaysomeonewillbeanauntysoon"

OKUHLE:"Amen,Icanfinallypassdownthesnortyfacename"

LANGELIHLE:"Don'tyoudare"

IunderstandwhymybrotherfellforherandwhytheKhumalo'saresofondofher.Mybrother

finallyfoundoneofthegoodone's.She'ssocalmandsweet.There'ssomethingspecialthat

drawsyouintoher.Maybeit'shercalmnature,thewayshethrowsheronehandintheairwhen

shelaughs.She'saverywarmfriendlyindividual.Wedishupandservetherestofthefamily.

Thewaytheykeepstealingglancesateachother,it'ssuchabeautifulsighttowitness.Imiss

myownpersonnow.Thefoodisgreatandthecompanyislovely.Wedothedishestogether

andmybrotherkeepsoncomingtostealkisses.

OKUHLE:"gosh,canyoubesoannoying.AllowourMakotitobreathpls"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"jealousymakesyounasty"

OKUHLE:"I'msohappyforyouBhuti,I'llevenadda10%onthelobolamoney"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Don'tworrylittlesis,I'msortedandI'mvisitingherfamilysoon.Ican'twaitto

makeyouMrsSiphiweKhumalo"

LANGELIHLE:"Owreallynowmylove"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"yesmybetterhalf"

OKUHLE:"thisismyqueuetoleave"

Ican'tbelievethesetwo,they'rebusyexchangingsalivainmypresence.Yuck!Ileavethem

thereandmakemywayintomyroom.Imightaswellcheckonmyboyfriendaswell.He

answersonthethirdring.

NKANYISO:"Mrsme,howaredoingtoday"

OKUHLE:"mylover,mymancrusheveryday.I'mwelljustmissingyou"

NKANYISO:"mancrusheverydayhuuh"



OKUHLE:"yesthatandmanymoremylover"

NKANYISO:"IloveyouMrsN,how'syourbestfriendtoday"

OKUHLE:"he'sheartbrokenbuthe'lllive,I'llgoseehimlateronagain"

NKANYISO:"okaymylove,shouldIpickyouuptomorrow.Howareyouplanningoncoming

backhome"

OKUHLE:"myveryownchauffer.Ididn'teventhinkthatfar"

NKANYISO:"it'sadealthen,I'mfetchingyoutomorrow"

OKUHLE:"youarethebestbae,lookgottogo.Wewillchatagainbeforemybedtime"

IchillwiththelovebirdsandtheKhumalo'sfortherestoftheafternoon.MeandLangelihleare

gettingalongquitewell.Weexchangenumbers.IthinkI'vefoundAsisterinher.Theyleavea

bitearly.MaKhumaloissoexcitedabouthavingagrandchild.Mybrotherissendingtheelders

aftertwoweeksforlobolanegotiations,theyarealreadyplanningtheirwedding.Apparentlythey

bothdon'twanttheirchildtobebornoutofwedlocks.Talkaboutdoingthingsproperly.Idecide

togocheckonJaseaspromised.Thechurchmembersarehereforaprayerceremonyand

someNeighbours.Meandtheladiesarebacktomakingteaandservingitwithscones.Myfeet

aresosore,cometothinkofit.I'vehardlyhadanyrestsincemyarrival.Thetripstothemall,the

wakingupearlyandcleaningthehouse.AfteraboutanhoureveryonehasleftandI'malso

readytogohome.Jaseaccompaniesmebackhome.ItellhimallaboutourpreciousMakoti,

myencounteratthemallwithSmanga.He'smoreshockedabouttheunexpectedapology,so

wasI.I'mgladhe'sfeelingmuchbetter,IpromisetocomeseehimbeforeIgobacktojhb

tomorrow.EventhoughIwish,Icanstaythewholeweektilltheburial.I'manemployeeandduty

calls.Weseparateandifeelsomuchbetter.Myfriendiscopingwellunderthese

circumstances.ImakeamentalnotetocallhimeverydaywhenI'm backinjhb.

Igethomeandsoakmyselfinamuchdeservedbath.Whataday!IcallLangelihleandtheyare

homesafe.IsendJaseagoodnighttextmessage.Theboyfriendcallsandwecatchup.I'mso

sleepy,Ikeepyawningduringourconversation.Wesayourgoodnight.TodayI'veexperienced

alltheemotionsfrommyencounterwithSmanga,Jase,Langelihle,mybrotherandthe

Khumalo's.TodayIforgave,criedandlaughed.WasabitsadbyJase'shousebutlifehastogo

on.Assoonasmyheadmakescontactwiththepillow,itwaslightsout.Whataday!

Insert42



ItsSunday.IwakeupearlybeforetheKhumalo'sandcleanthehouse.Itakeabathandmake

breakfast.It'sjustafter7andI'mdonewithallmychores.Allthankstothe5amalarm.

MakhumaloisawakeandIknowtheyhavechurchtoattend.Sowesettleforbreakfast,after

breakfasttheyprepareforchurchandIpackmybagsforlater.Theboyfriendwillgethere

around3pm,atleastthatgivesmeenoughtimetocheckonJaseandspendabouttwohours

withtheKhumalo'sbeforemydeparture.It'llbeagreatideatocookforthefam,sowecanhave

lunchtogetherafterchurch.There'snotalottodoanyway,westillhavesaladsfromyesterday.

AllI'llhvtocookisriceandmeatwithsomegravy.Igetonitstraightaway,ifIcanmakeitto

Jase'shousearound11am.That'sthewholereasonwhyIwasupsoearly,soIcanclean,cook

packandspendtimewithmybestiebeforeIgotojhb.

It'spast9andtheparentsarerushingforthe10amservice.Good!I'malsodoneinanhour.I

usetheparentsshowersoIcanfinishquickly.Reallyneededtofreshenupafterslavingaway

soearly.Thepotsaredone,thebagispacked.I'mmakingmywaytoJase'shouse.It'spointless

callinghimthesedays,hehardlyusehisphone.Idon'tblamehimthough,theeldersarequite

strictandhavehimonatightleash.Ifhe'snotrunningerrandsforthem,thenhe'scookedupin

oneofthosenever-endingmeetingsoftheirs.Iguesstheonlytimehegetstousehisphoneis

whenhe'sinbedabouttosleep.Mypoorfriendbutallthiswillcometopass.IgetthereandI'm

metbyNtombi,hetellsmeJaseisinhospital.Theyhadtotaketheirmotherbecauseherblood

pressurewastoohigh.Mygoodness,IhavenochoicebuttorequestanUberandgotothe

hospitalstraightaway.

IkeeptryingJasebuthisphonejustringsunanswered.HowamIgoingtoloacatetheminthis

hugeasshospital.I'matthefrontdesk,askingforhelp.Luckilythenursedirectsmetowere

theyare.Shehasn'tbeenadmittedyetsoit'squiteeasyfindingthem.Theyarewaitingoutside

whilethedoctorexaminesher.Thisiswaytoomuch.Jaselookssodownandlost,Lordhave

mercy.Ican'tevenbegintoimaginewhathemustbegoingthrough.Planningthefuneraland

havingyourmomadmittedtothehospital.I'malsoweaknow.Ijustmakemywaytohimand

squeezehishand.He'sbeensittinginthischairandstaringdown.He'sstressing,I'dalsobe.I

sowanttogivehimahugbutidecideagainstit.Don'twanttheunclestobeinhiscaseon

beingaweakman.Theyallbelieveamanhastobestrong,whateverthatmeans.Myfriendis

hurtingrightnow.Heliftshisfaceandlooksatme.Hiseyesarebloodshotred,thissightbreaks

myheartintolittlepieces.

Wecan'teventalkrightnow.Everyoneisquiteandwallowingintheirsorrows.Ijustsitnextto

himandweallwaitinanticipationtowhatthedoctorhastosay.We'vebeensittingherefor



overanhourwhentheDoctorfinallymakeshiswaytous.Thedoctoraskfortheclosestfamily

andIpanicimmediately.Jaseandonetheelderlyauntgetclosertothedoctor.Heissayinga

mouthfultothembutwecan'thearanything.Afterawhiletheymaketheirwaytous.Theaunt

tellsallofusthatJase'smomiswellandwon'tbeadmitted.Buttheyneedtokeepacloseeye

onherandmakesureshedoesn'tstress.Theyfetchherfromthecasualtyward,shelooksso

weakandfragile.Atleastshe'sgoingbackhome,maybethishaseverythingtodowithher

bottlingeverythinginside.Thisisreallyhard.

I'mtravelingwithJaseandhistwouncles,themomiswiththetwoauntsandtheotheruncle.

WearesittingatthebackseatandI'mjustlostforwords.Idon'tevenknowhowtocomfortmy

friend.Wearebackathisplaceandluckilyhermomstwosistershavejustarrived.Ihopeshe'll

feelbetterandopenuptothem.Jaseseemsrelievedafterseeingthetwoaunts.Themomalso

seemsabitatease.Wegobacktothebackroomagain.Jaseletsitallout,oncewearealone.I

justhughimandofferhimashouldertocryon.

JASE:"youdon'tknowhowrelievedIamseeingmymother'stwosisterhere.Thingsareso

messedupBabe.Thefamilypoliticsanddrama.Oneofmyfather'sbrotherwantstotake

chargeandcontroleverything.That'swhatcausedmom'sbloodpressuretorise.Whyare

peoplesoselfishandheartless"

OKUHLE:"thisismessedup"

JASE:"Ijustwantthisoveranddonewith"

OKUHLE:"itwillpassandlookatthebrightsidenow.Yourmomhasherownsisterforsupport

now"

JASE:"youdon'tknowhowrelievedIamrightnow,atleastthat'sonelessthingtoworryabout"

OKUHLE:"exactlymyfriend,justcarryonwiththearrangementsandrespectyourfather'slast

wishes"

JASE:"Ihonestlydon'tunderstandwhytheremustbedebatesovereverything"

OKUHLE:"thegoodwillprevailintheend,Ithinkyouguysmuststicktogetherwithyourmom

anddowhatyourdadwouldbehappywith"

JASE:"exactlywhatmeandSis'Ntombiwerediscussinglastnight"

OKUHLE:"exactlymyfriend"

JASE:"Icompletelyforgotyouareleavingtodaydoll.Youknowthisfamilydramahasmebythe

balls"



OKUHLE:"hahaha!theballsyousaymyfriend"

JASE:"hahaha!OowyouknowexactlywhatImeansowhenareyouleaving"

OKUHLE:"intwohourstime,theboyfriendisfetchingme"

JASE:"honeyitlookslikeyou'vebaggedyourselfagoodone.Youmeantotellmehe'sdriving

allthewayfromjhbtoMp.damn!Theniggaiswhipped"

OKUHLE:"toowhippedhedrovemeallthewayfromjhbtoMp.ButI'mjustaswhipped.

There'ssomethingsodifferentabouthimJase.I'mcompletewhenI'mwithhim.Itseemslike

it'sjustthetwoofusintheentireplanet.Fortheveryfirsttimeinmylife,IcanadmitI'minlove

shamelesslyso"

JASE:"that'sthesweetestthingI'veeverheardcomingoutofyourmouthwhereloveis

concerned.Girlyouareinlove.Thisstoryofyoursjustgavemehope.Somewhereoutthere

there'saprincecharmingforme"

OKUHLE:"youaredamnrightthereis,whowouldn'tlovesuchastrong,wiseandgorgeousman

likeyou"

JASE:"ofcourseI'mgorgeoushoney.ThatMrrightbettercomefindme"

OKUHLE:"amentothat"

JASE:"let'sgohavelunchwiththeKhumalo's,Ineedtimeoutfromallthis.Evenifit'sjustfora

minute"

OKUHLE:"yourwishismycommand,plusIcookedupastorm.Wellnotastormbutuknow

whatImean"

WegototheKhumalo'sresidenceandtheyarebackfromchurch.Theyseemhappytoseeour

guest,whatamIsaying.It'stheirsecondson.Isetupthetablewhilemomanddadhaveaheart

toheartconversationwiththeirson.Idishupandservethem.Wehavelunchoverlight

conversation.It'ssorefreshingseeingJaselaughingfromhisstomachafterallthedramathat's

beenoccurringinhislife.I'vecompletelyforgottenjusthowhumorousBab'Khumalois.He's

takingusdownmemorylane,whenwewerekids.Allthemischievousthingswegotupto.My

goodnessthismanhaskeptrecordofallourmischievousactivities.SomeI'velongforgotten

about.I'mgladJasecameover,thisisalltheremedyheneeded.It'salmost3pmandthe

boyfriendalreadysentthemessagethathe'sanhouraway.Thisgivesmeenoughtimeto

indulgeinsomeofBab'Khumalo'stelltales.

WedothedisheswithJase.Afterwedone,hejoinstheKhumalo's.Idissappeartothe



bathroomtofreshenupabitandhaveachangeofoutfit.It'stimetosaymygoodbyetothefam

andJase.I'llseethemin4Daystime,myrideisalreadyhere.Dadisabitconcerned,Itellhim

I'mcatchingaridewithmycolleague.Hegetsabitrelieved.IhugJaseonelasttime,myrideis

parkedfurtherdownthestreet.Jasesayshe'sstillchillingwithhis2ndparents.Hejustneedsa

bitofspace.Itakemybagandwalkallthewaytomyride.He'sleaningagainstthecar.My

sexyMrNkanyiso.
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Heattacksmewithahugfollowedbyasmooch,hetakesmybagandputitintheboot.He

strapsmeinmyseat,afterourFridayroadtrip.I'mreallyexcited,travelingwiththismanit'san

adventureonitsown.Letthejourneybegin.

NKANYISO:"myperson,howareyoutoday?"

OKUHLE:"I'mgoodmybaby,soyoudroveallthewayjustforme"

NKANYISO:"it'samazingthethingsI'mpreparedtodoforyou.Thisisnothingcomparedtoall

thethingsI'mwillingandyettodoforyou"

OKUHLE:"amIblessedorAmIblessed"

NKANYISO:"allIknowisthatI'mblessedandI'mwillingtostickwithyoutilltheend"

OKUHLE:"ifIdidn'tknowanybetterI'dthinkyouareproposingmarriage"

NKANYISO:"ofcourseIambutI'llmakeitofficialalongtheway.Ijustneedtomakeitclear

thatI'mheretostayandfovererthatis"

OKUHLE:"mmhmmletmethinkaboutit"

NKANYISO:"doyouneedsomeconvincingMrsN"

OKUHLE:"dependswhatkindofconvincingyoutalkingabout"

NKANYISO:"mhhhhmmyoudon'treallywanttoknow"

OKUHLE:"mhmmmIguessso"

NKANYISO:"howaremyinlaws"

OKUHLE:"theyaregoodbabe"



TherestofthetripwasfunandenjoyableplusSundaysthere'shardlyanytraffic.Ihadtopick

upfewclothesfrommyplacebecausetheboyfriendwantedmealltohimself.Icheckedupon

JaseandinformedtheKhumalo'sofmysafearrival.LaterthatnightIsleptsopeacefulinmy

bae'sarms.TherestoftheweekwentbyquitequicklyandIhadtotakeabushomeFriday

morningcoztheBaehadbacktobackcasesincourt.SohereIamagainonmywayhome.

Jasehasn'tbeenansweringhiscallsbutIhonestlydon'tblamehim.Thedaybeforethefuneral

isquitehectic.Igethomearound3pm.IdropmybagsathomeandI'mjustontime.The

Khumalo'sareheadingtoJase'shouse,Ichangeintoalongdressandtiemyheadwrap.Weall

headtoJase'shouse,it'safullhouseandpeoplearewaitingforthecoffintoarrivesotheycan

slaughterthecowandstartpeelingveggies.SoIjointheladiesandwewait.

I'mdisturbedbymyphone,it'stheboyfriend.Imoveawayfromthecrowdjusttoanswerthecall.

Isn'thethesweetestever,hewantedtoknowifImadeitsafelyhome.I'mstillconversingwith

mypersonandallofthesuddenthere'sloudscreamsandsadcries.Thecoffinishere,reality

justhitmehard.Thisisthemomentoftruthandsadness.Mymindcan'tgraspanythingthatmy

Baeissaying,herealisesitandpromisehe'llcallagainlatertoday.AllIdoisnodasifhecan

seeme.Hehangsupfirstandamessagefollows.

'loveI'llcallyoulater"

Themenhaveslaughteredthecowandtheladiesarebusypeelingtheveggies.Igrabaknife

andgetonitaswell.Past5wearealldonewiththeveggies.Thechurchmembersarealready

arrivingapparentlytheyaregoingtoholdanightvigil.Myfeetarecomplainingnow,Ihaven't

evenseenJase.He'sprobablytoobusywiththeelders.IsearchforNtombiandluckilyIfindher

withhercousins.ItellherthatI'mheadinghomebutI'llbebackaround10forthenightvigil.I'm

reallytired,Ineedtorestabitevenifit'sjustfor2hours.IgetthehousekeysfromMaKhumalo

andheadhome.Isetmyalarmfor9:30pmandIsleep.

Iwakeupandit's5am.Mygoodness,whathappenedtomyalarm.Ijumpoutofbed,Ihave4

missedcallsfromtheboyfriendand2fromJase.There'salsoamessagefromJase

'heardyouwerehereearlieron,restbabe.I'llseeyouinthemorning'

IgetreadyandI'malldressedupaftermakingmybed.MaKhumalotellsmesheswitchedoff



myalarmwhenshegothome,Jase'sinstructions.Weprepareandleave.Theserviceisattheir

homeandweleaveforthegraveyard.Jase'smomscriespiercedrightthroughmyheartwhen

thecoffinislowered.JaseandNtombiarecomfortingher.Ifindmyselfsobbing,thisistoosad.

Anumberofpeoplearealreadyrushingtotheirtransport.It'salldonenow,weallleaveto

Jase'shome.Wewashourhandsinthezincbasinfilledwithaloeleaves.It'straditionafter

beingatthegraveyards.

I'mnotevenhungryIjustwanttoseemyfriend.Ispothimandhemakeshiswaytome.

JASE:"doll,don'tbeangryatmeneh.IaskedMaKhumalotoswitchoffyouralarmsoyoucan

getsomerest"

OKUHLE:"shetoldmethismorning,howareyounow"

JASE:"Ifeelbetterdollatleasteverythingisdoneandtheoldmanislaidtorestinhisfinal

place.MomhasbeentalkingwithhersistersandsheopeneduptousThursdaynight.Iwas

worriedaboutherwellbeingbutnow,I'mnotsoworriedanymore"

OKUHLE:"gladtohearthatdoll"

JASE:"whydon'twegetoutofhereforsomebunnychowsandhangaroundthepark.I'mso

notinthemoodforthisfood"

OKUHLE:"it'slikeyou'vejustreadmymind"

JASE:"saynomore"

WemakeourwayintotheKotazoneforbunnychowsandicecoldcoke.Wechillatthepark

andeat.He'sfillingmeuponallthedramathatoccurredduringtheweek.Somestoriesare

funnyandothersareshocking.Liketheunclewhowantedtotakeoverhisbrothershousehold

andfillhisbrothersshoes.Imagine,luckilyhewascalledintoorder.Thattraditionisnoteven

followedbyJase'sinlaws,talkaboutarealchancer.That'sthesamemanwhowantedtotake

overthefuneralarrangements.HewasreprimandedbytheiroldAunt,imaginehedidn'tevenget

alongwithJase'sfather.Whatmakeshimwanttotakeoverhishome,puzzlesmeandthe

wholefamily.

JASE:"IfeellikeindulginginsomeredwineafterallthehecticweekI'vehad"

OKUHLE:"youdeserveaturnupandI'mtakingyouclubbingsoonasyoubackinjhb"



JASE:"I'lldrinktothatandhopefullyI'llgetachancetomeetMrloverboy"

OKUHLE:"that'sthewholeplandoll,I'llformallyintroduceyoutothelover"

JASE:"Ihonestlycan'twaittomeettheonewhostolemybestfriendsheart"

OKUHLE:"allingoodtimefriendallingoodtime"

JASE:"tothinkIhaveanotherweektogodoll,I'llstickaroundfor10daysthenI'llcomeback

nextweekSunday.AtleastI'llgetachancetochillwithmomandNtombi"

OKUHLE:"atleasttherewon'tbedramasincemostofthefamilywillbeleavingtoday"

JASE:"Amentothat,especiallyuncleSimon.I'veheardenoughofthatman.Nooneseemsto

likehimanyway"

OKUHLE:"forgetabouthim,he'sachancerandhischancesranout.Thenerve"

JASE:"tellmeaboutitdoll,tellmeaboutit.Whoreallytakesovertheirsiblingshomeandwife.

Reallythatmanissomethingelse"

OKUHLE:"he'sbeeneeyingyourmomallalong,orhe'salwaysbeenenviousofyourfatheror

he'sanaturalchancer.Eitherwaynoneofhisplansworked"

JASE:"didItellyou,hewasaskingoneofmymomssisterout.Whodoesthat?Shewasso

pissedshealmostslappedhimbutcontainedherselfoutofmydad'srespectandmemory"

OKUHLE:"bathong!!UncleSimonisaproblem"

JASE:"adefinitionofopportunist"

It'sbeengoodcatchingupwithmyJase.Icantellhisheartisatpeacenow.Imsogladthis

wholethinghaspassednow.Wewenttohisplaceandchilledabit.Thetentandthemobile

toiletwerecollectedalready.Thesocietyladieshavecleanedandtookalltheirpots,platesand

cuttlery.Everythingisbacktonormalnow.OneofJase'smomssisterremainedbehindwithher.

Everyonehasleft.Ican'tbeliveweweregoneforsolong.IgogreetJase'smomandshe'salso

waybetterthanshewas.Sheevenrecitedthewholestoryhowhegotsickandthecancerwas

discoveredwaytoolate.Therewasnothingthedoctor'scould'vedone.Sheshedsafewtear

everyhereandthere.She'saverystrongwoman,Iadmireherstrengthandcourage.Theaunt

mentionsuncleSimonandeveryoneburstintolaughter.Thatmanwillhavekarmatodealwith,I

tellyou.Aftersuchasadanddraininglongweek.Herewearelaughingagain.Life!!

Insert44



ThatnightIsleptwithapeacefulheart.Nomatterhowbadthingsalwaysseemtobe,lifehasa

wayofsortingitselfout,allwehavetodoistrustintheprocess.SundayIwokeupearlyand

cookedforthefam,sadlyIwon'tstickaroundforlunch.I'mtravelingwithpublictransportand

I'llonlyseeJaseforanhourorso.Ofcoursetheboyfrienddoesn'tknowaboutthisarrangement,

hesaidhe'llfetchmearound4pmbutI'llbehalfwaytherebythen.Ican'tallowhimtodriveall

thewayjustforme,eventhoughhedoesn'tseemtomindbutI'mnotallowingthistohappen.

SoIgopassJaseandcatchupwithhim,mybusleavesatexactly12pm.Wechatandat11pmI

makemywaytothebusstation.

IdecidetocalltheboyfriendandinformhimthatI'malreadyonmyway.Ihopehedoesn'ttake

thisthewrongway.It'sforhisowngoodanyway,Imeanthismanhasdonesomuchformeand

thisistheleastIcando.heanswersonthesecondwring,goshhesoundssoexcited.

NKANYISO:"MrsMe,can'twaittoseeyou"

OKUHLE:"babe,aboutthatI'malreadyonmyway"

NKANYISO:"what!Tellmeyouarejoking"

OKUHLE:"I'mnotbabe,I'm3hoursawaynow.Ireallywantedtomakethingseasierforyou

Bae"

NKANYISO:"wow,soyouchosetobesneakyaboutit.Whywouldyouthinkyoumakingthings

easierforme.DidIevercomplaintoyou"

OKUHLE:"nobabe,thisiscomingfromagoodplace"

NKANYISO:"missKhumaloIdon'twanttolie,I'mreallynotimpressedwiththisdecisionand

sneakybehaviorofyours"

OKUHLE:"okayMrNkanyisoNxumaloSir,Ipromiseitwon'thappenagain"

NKANYISO:"itbetter"

OKUHLE:"I'msorrybabeokay"

NKANYISO:"getyourassoverhere,Ineedaproperapology"

OKUHLE:"yourwishismycommandsir"

NKANYISO:"goodIthinkthisactofyoursdeservesabitofpunishment"



OKUHLE:"OMG"

NKANYISO:"theexactwordsI'llhaveyouutteringwhenI'mbusypunishingyou"

OKUHLE:"MrNkanyisoSir,canwehavethisdiscussionfacetoface"

NKANYISO:"asyouwishMam,seeyoujustnow"

Wooow!!He'sgonnapunishmealright.WhyamIthinkingabouthimnow,BraMuzi.Maybeit's

becausehewasamasterofpunishment.Thatmanusedtopunishmelikenobody'sbusiness.

Funnyhowallthesequestionsarepoppingthroughmymind,onlynow.ForaManwho'swelloff

andloadedlikehim.Whythecontract?Whydidn'thejustgettherightwomanandsettledown

ormaybehewasmarriedandIonlyservedasapawnforhissexualfantasies.Onecannever

knowwhenitcomestomen.RegardlessofmypastexperienceIchoosetoloveagain.Iputmy

headsetsonandindulgeinsomemusic.There'saguysittingoppositemeandhe'sbeenstaring

atmeshamelessly,he'sgivingmethecreeps.

Itrynappingbutit'shardwhenthere'ssomeonestaringatyou.Mygoodness,atleastwearrive

injhb.Ijumpoffandmrcreepyisbehindme.imsogladbabeiswaitingformejustaroundthe

corner.Icanspothiscar.Haaibo!Thismanjustgrabsmyarm.

CREEPYMAN:"babyareyougonnagivemeyournumber.There'sthischemistrybetweenus,

don'tplayhardtoget"

OKUHLE:"letgoofmyarmplease"

CREEPYMAN:"feistyneh.Ilikethemfeistyandabitsturbon"

Myphonerings.Ican'tevenreachit,thisfooltightenhisgriponmyarm.SwearI'llwakeupwith

abruiseonthatarea.IsmellhisscentbeforeIcanevenseehim.Igetthefeelingthisisn't

gonnaendwell.MrCreepyoverherehasasmirkonhisface.He'sdefinitelynotrightupstairs

whograbsastrangeranddemandstheirnumbers.Whatchemistryisheevenreferringto.

NKANYISO:"pleaseletgoofmygirlsarmbeforeIloosemytemper"

MRCREEPY:"Idon'tseearingonherfingers,sotheladyisnotmarried.Letherspeakfor

herself"



NKANYISO:"I'msosorrybabethatyouareabouttowitnessthis"

I'mstilltryingtomakesomesensetowhathe'ssaying.Weevenhaveaudiencenow,there'sa

littlecrowdthat'sgatheredwatchingwhat'sabouttotranspire.Hepunchesthemanstraighton

hisnose.Thefoollet'sgoofmyarm,he'sbleedingnow.Heswearsatus,butwepayhimno

mind.Wewalkawaywhilethecrowdwatches.Ihearcommentssuchas

'he'sreallyagentleman,Iwould'veknockedsomerespectintohim'.

'thepoorlady,Eeysomeguysarepsychos'

'he'lllearntorespectotherpeople'sgirlfriendnexttime'

'sies!Whatapig,forcinghimselfonagirl.He'sprobablyarapist'

AllIwanttodoisgohomeandbewrappedaroundmysupermansarms.Icantellhe'sstill

fuming.Shame.Hestartsthecaranddrivesstraighttohisplace.OkaysotonightI'mnoteven

fetchingmyclothesfrommyplace.Weareparkedinhisdriveway.I'mnotevensurewhetherto

startaconversationorjustkeepquite.

NKANYISO:"I'msorryforlosingmytemperearlierbabe.TrustmeIwould'vemesseduphis

face,butIsawugotuncomfortable"

OKUHLE:"noneedtoapologizemylove,thatmanisapsycho.Hewasliterallystaringatme

thewholetrip,Iwassocreepedout"

NKANYISO:"youseewhyIwantedtofetchyoufromthebeginning"

OKUHLE:"yeahbabeandIpromisethatwasthefirstandlasttimeIgoagainstyourwishes"

NKANYISO:"noMrsN,lookIstillwantyoutohaveyourownopinionandwe'llhave

disagreementsascouples.Whenitcomestoyoursafetybabe,I'dgocrazyifanythingbadhad

tohappentoyou"

OKUHLE:"IhearyouZwidekaLanga"

NKANYISO:"MrsN,you'llbethedeathofme.Doyouknowthat"

OKUHLE:"Ndwandwe,Mkhatshwa"



Isthatasmileonhisface.That'sawidegenuinesmile,I'vegoogledandpracticedhisclan

namesalongtheway.Iwasarmedincasethepunishmentwasgoingtobebrutalandsevere.

I'mquiteimpressedwithmyself.Heclimbsoff,comestomysideandopensmydoor.OwGod

thatsmirksaysitall.Istilldon'thaveclothesforworktomorrowbutrightnowthatfactdoesn't

evenmatteranymore.HeunstrapsmeandcarriesmetothehouseasifIweighnothing.

NKANYISO:"areyoureadyforyourpunishmentMrsN"

OKUHLE:"MrNxumaloarewefeelingabitnaughty"

NKANYISO:"youhavenoideaMrsme,butfirstIwanttopunishyouformakingmegoaround

punchingyourpsychos"

OKUHLE:"Ow,he'smypsychonow"

NKANYISO:"ofcoursenot,I'dhithimallovergain"

Hecarriesmeallthewaytothebedroom.Hecommandsmetostripaspartofmypunishment.

Sotodaytherewon'tbefourplay,letmejusttakemypunishment.Heleavestheroomand

comesbackwithasetofhandcuffs.Hestripsallhisclothesandcuffsbothmyhandsabovemy

head.Heopensbothmythighsandhedivesinwithhismagicaltongue.Gosh,I'mspeaking

jibberishwithinminutes.It'ssogood.I'mscreaminghisnameandconfessingmyundyinglove

forhim.IfeelmyselfbuildupjustonemorelickthenI'llreachmyclimax.Hepullsaway.This

manhecan'tdothistome.Hegoestothebathroom.NextIheartheshowerrunning,goshI

hearhimmoan.Thismancan'tbejerkingoffwhileI'mherereadytobepoundedon.Hecomes

backsmellingfresh.Hegetsinsidethecovers.I'mlost,tryingtocometotermswithwhatjust

happened.

NKANYISO:"Goodnightmylove"

OKUHLE:"what!areyougoingtoleavemelikethis"

NKANYISO:"thatMrsmewasyourpunishment,canwesleepnow"

Heswitchoffhissidelamp.Nono!Whatkindofpunishmentisthis.Igetinsidethecovers,turn

andsleepfacingtheotherway.Ireallywanttocum,canthismandenymeofsuchpleasure.

Whothefuckdoeshethinkheis.Justbecauseofsomestupidmistake,notevenamistake.I



wasdoingitforhisowngood.Howcanhepunishmelikethis.Ihonestlythoughtmypussywas

gonnatakeallthepunishment.Ifindmyselfsobbing,amIreallycryingforadick.YesI'mcrying

andthemoreI'mtryingtosuppressmyvoicethelouderIcry.Hepullsmecloseranddrymy

tearswithhishand.Icryevenmore.AllIwantishisDick!

Inset45

Idon'tevenrememberwhendidIfallasleeplastnight.He'salreadyupandwhistlingtosome

song.Itmustbenice!HeshakesmelightlyandIpretendtobesleeping.Ihearwaterrunning,

he'sbackIfeelmyselfbeingliftedintheair.HeputsmedownandstripmeoffhisT-shirt.I

openmyeyesandI'mmetbyhis.

NKANYISO:"morningmissgrumpsygrumps"

OKUHLE:"missgrumpsywho?"

NKANYISO:"babeI'mgonnaneedyoutoworkwithme.Ifwedon'thurrythenyou'llbeforced

towearmyclothestowork"

OKUHLE:"thenI'lllooklikeahobo,asexuallystarvedoneforthatmatter"

NKANYISO:"OwnowIsee,westillangryoverlastnightspunishment"

OKUHLE:"thatwasn'tpunishment,itwaspuretorture.Pureevil.

NKANYISO:"evilwillbemestarvingyouforthewholeweek"

OKUHLE:"wow!"

NKANYISO:"let'sgetdonebabe,timeisreallynotonourside"

OKUHLE:"okayokay"

Wearenowdrivingtomyplace,he'sveryimpatientthismorning.Iwantedtomakethingseasy

forhimbytaxfyingfromhisplacetomineandfromminetowork.Mrhererefused,sonowI'll

havetodoeverythinginahurry.Assoonasthecarcomestoacompletehalt,Ijumpoutand

makemywaytotheflat.LuckilyIfindanoutfitthatdoesn'trequireironing.Idressedupas

quicklyasIcan.He'sherewatchingmeinamusement.He'snotmyfavoritepersonthismorning.

I'mdonein15minutes.WegopassMacdonaldsdrive-thruforsomebreakfastonourwayto

work.Ican'tevenwait,I'mstarvingsoIdigin.



NKANYISO:"IalmostforgotBabe,wehaveafamilylunchSaturdayandI'dloveforyouto

come"

OKUHLE:"familyasinparentsandtherestofthefamily.Youmeaneveryone"

NKANYISO:"ofcourseMrsme"

OKUHLE:"I'msonervousbabe,liketheyonlyknowmeasanemployee"

NKANYISO:"that'sexactlywhatI'mplanningtoclarifyandofficiallyintroduceyoutothefamily"

OKUHLE:"I'mevenmorenervousnow"

NKANYISO:"Don'tbe,illholdyourhandthroughout"

OKUHLE:"whattime'stheluchandwhatmustIwear"

NKANYISO:"Don'tworryaboutallthosedetailsbabe,youarespendingtheweekendwithme

anyway"

Helaughsatmyfacialexpression.Hedropsmeoffatworkandrushestohismeeting.The

ladiesseemhappytoseeme,wecatchupandgoourseparateways.Thedayissuchadragbut

eventuallyitends.Igostraighttomyplace,I'msotired.Itakemymybath,goodnessdon'tthink

I'llcooktoday.MaybeIshouldorderin.IcallJasejusttocatchup.Hesaysit'smuchmore

peacefulwithuncleSimongone,musictomyears.Icheckuponmysoontobesisterinlaw

andtheKhumalo's.MaybeIshouldcheckonmyheartlessboyfriendaswell.Itringsandrings

justwhenI'mabouttohangup.Sheanswers,wtf!

"Nka'sphoneHello,hello,hello!"

I'mlostforwords,whothefuckjustansweredmyboyfriendsphone.IcheckagainanddamnI

dialedthecorrectnumber.Icallagainandthistimeitrings,andrings.Noanswer.Wow!Ipace

upanddown.Thebastard!Nowonderhedidn'twanttogiveittomelastnight.He'sbusy

creepingaroundwithhoe's.Men!Theyareallthesame,aren'tthey?Theypromiseyoutheworld

anddotheopposite.There'sonepartofmethatwantstogotohisplaceandbursthim.But

there'sanotherpartofmethat'sunsure,amIevenstrongenoughtowitnessallofthat.I

honestlywishJasewasaround,he'dknowexactlywhattosayordointhissituationthatI'm

facedwith.MaybeIshouldcallhim?nahIdon'twanttoburdenhimwithmydrama.



ThemoreIpacetheangrierIget.I'mmostlyangryatmyselffortryingthisstupidlovethingand

givingthismananopportunitytohurtme.Isn'titenoughthatmyhearthasbeenbrokenbefore.

Brokenbytheverypersonwhopromisedmetheworld.Whyme,mychoiceinmen.Isureknow

howtopickthem.Thelyingcheats.Ihonestlythoughthewasdifferentbutthenishecheating?

Ididn'teventalk,letalonelettheladyexplainherself.AmIjumpingintoconclusion.Whywasn't

thephoneansweredwhenItrytocallagain.There'sonlyonewaytofindoutandonewayonly.

Can'tbelieveI'mreallydoingthis,butit'sbettertoknowthanbeingtakenforaride.Iwearmy

leggings,hoodieandmytakkies.Ilookinthemirrorandlaugh.Thisissoridiculous,hellno!I'm

notgoingaheadwiththisplan.

SoIchangedintomypj'sandmakemymuesliwithyoghurt.I'veneverbeenafightingtypeand

I'mnotabouttobeginnow.OfcoursethedickisgoodbutI'mnotabouttoloosemymoralsand

dignityoveradick.Never!Greathe'scalling,wonderwhatliesishashecookedup.Irollmy

eyesbeforeanswering

OKUHLE:"babe,there'ssomeoneIwantyoutomeet.Hopeyouhaven'tcookedwebringing

takeaways.Seeyounow"

Hedidn'tevenwaitformetoreply.I'minnomoodforcompanyletalonemeetingpeople.NowI

mustchangemypj'sagain.Thestruggle!IwatchTVandwaitformysoontobeexandhis

guest.There'saknockatthedoor.Iopenandhe'ssmilinglikearetard,nexttohimisthislovely

lookinglady.Ilettheminandheintroduceus,theladiesnameisRefiloe.Apparentlyshe'shis

favoritecousin.SheprefersthenameFIFI.theyboughtpizzaandhotwings.Ibringtheplates

andservethem.Theygetalongprettywell,I'mstartingwarmuptothisfificharacter.Thefunny

partI'velearntshe'stheonewhoansweredhisphone.Ilaughedsomuch,theywereboth

puzzled.I'mlaughingatmyplanofburstingtheboyfriend.I'mimagininghowstupidIwould've

lookedrockinguptherewithmyleggings,takkiesandhoodies.Streetfightingcouture.

I'mhavingsomuchfunnowwiththetwoofthem.Fifiislesbianandshelovesfullfigured

woman,howshehandlesthemassmallassheisbeatsme.Sheflewallthewayfrom

Capetownforthefamilylunch.Wow!Itmustbeareallybigdealthen.Imightneedtogo

shoppingforaproperoutfit.I'msorelievedatleastI'llhavefifiinmycorner.Theytellmetheir

childhoodstories,I'mlaughingcan'tbelievefifigotintosomuchtrouble.She'ssosoft-spoken

andshe'stoomuchofalady.Can'tbelievetheybothgotexpelledfromschoolforsmoking

daggaintheschoolslibraryduringschoolhours.Whodoesthat?Mychildhoodseemsboring



comparedtotheirs.Wehangaroundtill10pm,soonasIstartyawningI'morderedtopackfew

itemsofclothingandtoiletriesbecauseI'msleepingoverbyhisplace.Hesaysmyspaceistoo

small,hedoesn'twantFifilisteningonusallnightlong.Thatstatementjustmademewet.I

can'twait!

'BoyfriendI'mreadyforyou'

IrecitethesewordsasI'mputtingonmyblacksexylingerie.Hewon'tknowwhathithimtonight.

Wecanblameitonstarvationandsexdepravation!

He'swalkingbehindmeaswewalktothecar.Hepullsmeonthesideandwhispers

NKANYISO:"tonightIhaveadifferentpunishmentforyou"

Iwhisperback"I'mreadytotakemypunishmentMaster"

FIFI"Nkapleasedropmeoffattheparentshouseormpilo'shouse,thewayyoutwoarelooking

ateachother.IdoubtI'llgetanysleep"

Webothlaughandoffwego

Insert46

Fifikeepslookingatusandshakesherhead.She'sinthevergeoflaughingbecausethisfool

can'tkeephishandsoffme.Hisdrivingwhilehisotherhandkeepssqueezingmythigh.It'sa

firmtightsqueeze.It'sclearwhat'sonhismind,tonightI'mreadyformypunishmentnolie.We

dropFifibytheparentshouse.Wow!It'smagnificentlybeautiful.Wonderwhatitlookslike

duringtheday.TheNxumalo'saremoniedandI'msuddenlyuneasyaboutthewholeSaturday

lunch.Whatever,I'llcrossthatbridgewhenIgettherebesidesthere'sFifitoputmymindat

ease.

He'sbacktosqueezingmythighwiththatnaughtygrinonhisface.Canwegethomealready!



Soonasweareparkedoutsidehishouse,hepullsmeintoadeepseductivekiss.Hekissesthe

lifeoutofme,whenhepullsoutofthekissI'mapantingandmourningmess.Helooksatme

withthatnaughtysexysmile.Hetakesoffhiswatchandunbuttonhisshirt.Haaibo!He

practicallystripswhileI'mwatchinghim,I'mhornyasfuckandI'msecretlyprayingthisisn'tone

ofhissillypunishmentstunts.Idon'tknowwhatI'lldowithmyhornyselfifthismandecidesto

leavemehanging.Onecanneverbetoocertainwiththisone.Okayhe'scompletelynaked,he

loksgoodinhisbirthdaysuit.I'mstillfullydressed.Hepullsmeintooneofthosekissesagain,I

loosemyselfcompletelythistimearound.MyhoodieComesofftogetherwithmytop.

NKANYISO:"takeoffthoseleggings,sneakers,topandmeetmeoutside"

Haaibo!Whatisthismanupto.Heclimbsoutofthecarandwalkstomyside.It'squitefunny,

watchinghiminhisbirthdaysuitanderectmember.Istripasinstructed,I'mnowleftwithmy

sexylingerie.heopensmydoorandpullsmeout.Icrashintohischestandhegrabsmywaist.

I'mfacinghimandhe'slookingdownonmewithsomuchlust.Helookssoimpressed,soamI.

I'monlycoveredwithbitsandpiecesoflaceandthissexymanisadmiringwhat'sinfrontof

him.

NKANYISO:"lookslikeyoucamepreparedMrsme"

OKUHLE:"OwIaimtopleaseMrN"

Heleadsmetothecarsboot.Heliftsmeandsitsmeonthecarsboot.Thecoldmetalagainst

myskin.Hegetsbetweenmythighs.It'sabitchillyandthismanisplanningtotakemehere

andnow.Talkaboutkinkyandfreakycombination.Webacktokissingandthistimeit'sheated

thanbefore.Hisonehandfindsmytwinandhekeepsonteasingmynipple.Hepullsoutfrom

thekissandhislipscomesincontactwithmynipple.Lawd!thisisparadise,Istartmoaning.He

alternatefromonebreasttothenext.Hisonehandhasmadeitsdebutentryintomyparadise.

Hedropsdownandlicksmetherethroughthelacelingerie.Thecontactoflaceandhislips

drivesmeinsane.Ican'tanymore,Ineedhiminme.

OKUHLE:"Nkatakemenoooowwww"

NKANYISO:"yourwishismycommand"



Heripsthelingerieoffme.Haaibo!WhathappenedtoMrsmoothandgentle.Hepullsmecloser

tohim.Hegivesmeonedeepkissandsmashintomerealhard.Myscreamsareswallowedby

hislips.He'sbacktokissingandpoundingme.Mylegsarewrappedaroundhiswaist.He

poundsonmelikethere'snotomorrow.Rough!Ilikethissideofhim.Hepullsoutfromthekiss

anddecreasehispace.He'sdoingmeslowlywhilestaringdeepinmyeyes.He'sworkingmeso

good,thesweatandthenightbreeze.Hegoesonandonasifwehaveallthetimeintheworld.

I'mnotcomplainingthoughthepleasureI'mreceivingiswaytogreat.

NKANYISO:"babyIneedyoutobendoverforme"

Whoaa!Hepullsoutanddirectsmeintotheexactpositionthathewantsmein.I'malmost

touchingmytoes.Heslidsinsmoothlybothhishandsoneachsideofmyhips.Hegrindsonme

whileItwerkonit.Wemoveintoourownrhythmoflovemaking.Ifeelmyselfbuildingup,it

feelssogoodIdon'twanthimtostop.Hepullsmeup,he'sstillbehindme.Ileanagainsthiscar

mybreastareincontactwiththesidewindow.Hishands,Damn!hishandsmaketheirwayinto

myclits.Hestartsrubbingwhileworkingmeinslowmotion.Ican'tholditbackanymore,with

onefinaldeepstroke.Ifallapart,allmyjuicesareflowing.Hepicksuphispaceandpoundsinto

mehardandrough.Hecumsrightafterme.Westandinthatposition,Ican'tfeelmylegs.Ican't

evenstandstraightafterhehasgatheredenoughstrength.Hepicksmeupandwalkustothe

frontdoor.Wegettothedoorandwebothlaugh.

NKANYISO:"mylovewillyoubeabletostandonyourown.Thekeysarebackinthecar"

OKUHLE:"putmedown,I'llsitandwaitforyou"

NKANYISO:"damnyou'vebeenservedrealgood"

Hewalksbacktothecarandcomesbackwiththekeys.Heopensthedoorandpicksmeup

again.I'msotiredIcan'tevenkeepmyeyesopen.Heclimbsthestairswithmeinhisarms.He

laymeonthebedanddissapears.Probablytolockup.Ipassoutthereandthen.Inthemorning

Iwakeupwrappedaroundhisarms.Lastnightitwasmyfirstoutdoorsexexperience.Idon't

evenrememberhowIgotinsidethecovers.Wonderwhattimeitis,we'llprobablyhavetorush

again.



Imoveawayslowlyfromhisarmsasnottowakehim.He'sstillfastasleep.Letmepreparefirst

thenI'llwakehim.I'mfamished.Iruntheshower,I'msolazytofetchmytoiletriesfromthecar.

Mightaswellusehis.Igetin,it'ssteamyandwarm.Itreallyfeelsgood.Ihearthedooropening.

NKANYISO:"thoughtyou'descapefrommewifey"

OKUHLE:"noLove,youweresleepingsopeacefullyIdidn'twanttowakeyou"

NKANYISO:"OwreallynowMrs"

OKUHLE:"YesMrNkanyisoSir"

NKANYISO:"nowturnaroundletmeworshipthisbodyofyours"

OKUHLE:"Nka"

That'sallImanagetosay,thismanwillbethedeathofme.Heclosesthedoorandstand

behindme.Justhistouchsendsshiversdownmyspine.Heleavestracesofkissesfrommy

shoulderallthewaytomyneck.Helicksthewaterfrommyneckallthewaytomyspine.He

spanksmybuttandwhispers

NKANYISO:"turnaroundformebabe"

Thatsexyhuskyvoicedothingstome,thingsthatcanmakethepotstobedone.Iturnaround

andfacehim.Wefacetoface,chesttobreast.

Herewegoagain!Hissexualappetiteisonsteroids.Ifullysubmitandfeedhim.Morningglory!

Insert47

I'mexhaustedandsleepyafterourshowersession.OnlyGodknowshowamIgoingtocopethe

wholeday.I'msexeduprealgood.Wedrivetoworktogetherafterourhealthybreakfast.I'm

complainingallthewaybecauseIwantedagreasybreakfastbutMrherewashavingnoneofit.

NowI'msulkingalongtheway.OnlyansweringwhatI'mbeingasked.Hepaysmenomind,who

eatsfruitsaladandplainyogurtforbreakfast.SometimesI'mlazyandoptforthatbutafterour

showerworkoutsession,Ineedsomethingsalty,fattyandspicy.I'mtalkingrealEnglish



breakfast,yourscrambledeggs,bacon,sausages,cheese,tomatoandallthatjazz.Hedrops

meoffatworkbecausehesuddenlyhastorushsomewhere.He'snotmyfavoritepersonatthis

presentmomentanyway.

Ijointheladiesforsomecoffee,strongblackcoffeewilldofornow.Asusualwelisteningto

Antoinette'sneverendingstories,swearI'venevermetanyonewho'slifeishalfasinteresting

asAntoinette's.

ANTOINETTE:"solastnightIgotbustedladiesmymancaughtmerighthandedkissingmy

sidedishinthecar"

NOMZAMO:"thisIgottohear,dishitupbabeanddon'tevenmissasingledetail"

OKUHLE:"that'shectic,thoughtyouaretheonewhosaidyou'llnevergetcaught"

ANTOINETTE:"ofcourseIalwaysplaymycardsright,3fullyearsinthisgameandnoneof

themsuspectedathing.Swearit'sthatnoseyneighbourClarise.Thatwomanwillknowmevery

well"

NOMZAMO:"startfromthebeginningwewilldealwiththeClarisewomanlater"

OKUHLE:"letmesitdownforthisone"

ANTOINETTE:"themainwassupposedtobeoutoftown,accordingtomyknowledgeright.so

Iinvitedthesidedishoverforsomefunsteamysession.Butwedidn'tevenmakeittothehouse.

Wewerestillchattinginhiscarandthingsgotheatedsowewerealltouchytouchyandkissing.

Thenextthingthemainknocksonthesideofmywindow.Hewassolivid,hedidn'tevenwait

formetoexplain.Heopenedthedoorandgavemealittlejeweleryboxandleft"

OKUHLE:"woow!sowhatwasinthebox"

NOMZAMO:"letmeguess,engagementringright"

ANTOINETTE:"damnright,Iwentinsidethehouseandtherewasaspecialromanticsetup.He

haditallplannedout"

NOMZAMO:"whataboutthesidethen"

ANTOINETTE:"Icouldn'tcarelessabouthim,ourrelationshipwasmorephysical,Sexbuddy

typeofthing.Iranafterthemainbuthewasnowheretobeseen.Hedoesn'tanswermycalls

norreplytomytextmessages.I'msobroken.Iwould'vebeenhalfMrsAdam's"

NOMZAMO:"girlshareyoursecret,Istruggletofindevenoneboyfriend.Youjuggledtwofor3



fullyears.Outwithit"

ANTOINETTE:"withthesideitstartedoffasaflingandbeforeIcouldsayfling.Wewereina

relationship.Sexualrelationshipasamatteroffact.He'sfunandlovesexploring.Betweenme

andyouLadies.Iregretit,Ilostoutonagoodthingbecauseofmystupidity"

OKUHLE:"I'mspeechless"

ANTOINETTE:"fromtwomentozeroman,storyofmylife"

NOMZAMO:"joinusonthemanlessship,someofushavebeencampinghereforquitea

whilenow"

OKUHLE:"sothesidealsoneglectedyou"

ANTOINETTE:"hellno!I'mjustnotthatintohim,notinthatway"

NOMZAMO:"ladieslet'scontinuewiththisconversationlunchtime"

ANTOINETTE:"I'mnottakingpartinthatconversation,allIneedisastrategytogetmymain

back"

OKUHLE:"Iagreelet'sdiscussthisfurtherlunchtime"

Igettotheoffice,there'saPiattotakeawayinmytableandanote.

'BreakfastforyoumissGrumpsygrumps,I'llpickyouupafterwork'

Isn'thethesweetest.Mygreasybreakfast,justthefixIneed.Therestofthedaygoesbypretty

quickly.LunchtimewasfunstrategizinghowAntoinettecangethermainback.Iapplaudher

forjugglingtwodicksatonce.Icanhardlycopewithone,averyactiveoneforthatmatter.After

work,Ifindhimwaitingforme.Apparentlywearehavingaproperdatetonight.WhenlastwasI

winedanddined.Hedropsmebymyplacetofreshenupproperly.WedoingMezepoli

restaurantinMelrosearch,fancy.IfeelgirlysoIplayaroundwithcolours.Dustypinksexydress

andgoldstilletoswithgoldaccessories.Ipullthat360%inthemirrorandI'msatisfiedwithmy

look.FacebeatandallthatJazz.MrmeI'mreadyforyou.

Hecallsandinformsmehisoutsidewaiting.Ilockupandmakemywaytohim.Hestepsoutof

thecarandhisjawdropstothefloor.Missionaccomplished.



NKANYISO:"wowMrsme,youlookabsolutelygorgeousandstunning"

OKUHLE:"thankyouMrme.Let'sgetgoingI'mstarving"

NKANYISO:"let'sgofeedyoumyladybutfirstIneedmyhug"

Wehugandhe'sstrugglingtoletgo.Thismanhasissues,allIneedisfoodrightnow.Wedrive

offtothisfancyrestaurant,everythingisperfect.Thefood,thedrinksandthecompany.Our

nextstopisatthemovies.He'safanofhorrorsandItagalongafteralltheconvincingfrom

him.Whatanexperience,I'llwatchmorescarymovieswithhim.It's11:45pmwhenwedrive

backhome,oopshisplaceImean.I'mbeyondexhaustedandhe'smakingconversationssoI

don'tfallasleep.

Surelyitdidn'tworkbecausethelastthingIremember,washimtellingmehowhecan'twaitto

getmeoffthisdressormaybeIwasdreaming.

I'mawokenbyhisphoneringing.Heanswersitanddissapearsintothebathroom.Imsleeping

inoneofhisT-shirts,shamethepoormanhadtopickmeupandundressme.Iblameallthat

onthewineconsumptionfromthatrestaurant.Hecomesandalreadyhehasasmirkonhis

face.Irecognizethatnaughtysmile.Hellno!

NKANYISO:"soMrsme,lastnightyoupassedoutonme"

OKUHLE:"thewinebabe,Iblamethewine"

NKANYISO:"soIwasthinkingofwaysyoucouldmakeituptome"

OKUHLE:"thatsmirk,shouldIguess"

Heopenstheslidingdoorleadingtothebalcony

NKANYISO:"Wehavelikeanhourtospare,soIwasthinkingwhynotblessthisbalconywith

oursexysoundsandpresencethismorning"

OKUHLE:"MrNkanyisoNxumaloSir,Ilikehowyouthink"



Igetoffthebed,takeoffhisT-shirtinaseductiveslowmotion.He'sstaringatmewithlustand

excitementinhiseyes.ThethongfollowsandIwalkpasshimshakingwhatmymamagaveme.

Ihearhimcuss"fuck!".Iwalkallthewayandleanagainstthesteelrods.Isignalforhimto

comeandgetme.HewalksslowlytowardsmeandI'malreadytouchingmyself.Hestaresat

me,hismemberisreadytoplay.It'spokingitswayoutofhisboxers.Itouchmyselferoticallyso

andfewmournsescapesmymouth.Hechargestowardsme,whathappenedtohisslowsexy

walk.HepullsmebymywaistandIknowthisisabouttobeanotherbangingmorningglory

session.

Insert48

Theweekwentbyprettyquick,timeflieswhenyouhavingfunindeed.I'vebeencohabitingthe

wholeweek.TodayweattendingtheNxumalo'slunchdate.I'manxiousandnervousatthe

sametime.Meetingtheboyfriendsfamilywasn'tevenpartofmyplan,notsosoonanyway.I'm

comfortedbythefactthatFifiwillbethere,atleastIwon'tfeelsooutofplace.I'mwearinga

summerfloraldressandsandals.Theboyfriendpickedthisoutfitforme,apparentlyit'smoreof

abraaichillaskindofvibe.I'llhavetotakehiswordforit.It'smiddaywhenwemakeourway

intotheNxumalo'sresidents.Luxuriouscarsareparkedintheirdriveway.MhhmmthisIhaveto

see.

Theirhouseisexceptionallybeautiful.I'mstilladmiringtheviewwhenhetakesmyhandand

leadmein.Fificomestomeandattacksmewithahug.

FIFI:"sogladyoucamebabe,Iwould'vebeensoboredwithallthesebarbielookalikewomen

ofthisfamily.Comeletmeintroduceyou"

NKANYISO:"Haaibothat'smydutyasherbetterhalf"

FIFI:"Don'tstartwithme,gojointherestoftheguysthatside"

NKANYISO:"babedon'tallowhertocorruptyou,sheprobablyhasabagofweedandbooze

stashedupsomewhere"

FIFI:"comelove,stickwithmeandwe'llhavefun"

NKANYISO:"takegoodcareofmyproperty"

OKUHLE:"property,reallynowNka"



FIFI:"let'sjustgo"

Fifileadsmetothegarden,guessthisiswherelunchwilltakeplace.There'sabeautifulsetup.

WowBarbiedolls,nowIseewhatFifimeantearlier.I'mintroducedtotheladies,theyareall

dressedup.Ifeelunderdressednow.Ishouldn'thavelistenedtotheboyfriend.I'mintroduced

toallofthem,mostnamesIcan'tevenrememberexceptforMatshepoMpilo'sfiance.Mrs

Nxumalomakesherwaytothetable,thiswomanisgorgeousnolie.Everythingisonpointfrom

thewayshe'sdressed,makeupandperfectlymanicurednails.Theyallhaveasignaturegreeting

goingon,that'snotevenahugit'sapatatthebackandtheyblowkissessideways.Shedoes

thatwithallofthemandassoonaswearefacetoface.Shefirstscansmefromheadtotoe,

thenfollowedbytheirweirdsignaturegreeting.Whatwasthatallabout,Ijustdecidetoletitgo.

ThetableisfulloffingerfoodsandIcanhearmystomachgrumbling.Theguysbringthe

braaiedmeatandjoinus.I'mseatedinbetweenFifiandNka,oppositeusisMpilo,Matshepo

andoneoftheirladycousin.Shekeepsmakingnastyremarksaboutwomanwhodon'tlook

afterthemselves'theplainJane's'.TheotherbarbiesjoinintheconversationaswellasMrs

Nxumalo.Ihonestlyfeelliketheyareindirectlysendingamessageacross,what'stheirproblem.

TheonlyplaneJane'sherearemeandFifi.Idecidetofocusonmyfoodandforgetaboutthis

annoyingtopic.Nkakeepsonstealingkisseseverynowandthen,muchtohismom's

annoyance.I'mnomindreaderbutthiswomandoesn'tseemtolikeme.

Theguysstarttheirownconversationaboutcarsandfootball.I'mgladweareovertheplain

Jane'stopic.Fifisignalsformetofollowher,wearedoneeatinganyway.There'stwohelpers

whoareintheprocessofclearingupthetable.Nicelifeproblems.IfollowFifiandassoonwe

areoutofsightfromeveryoneshepullsoutabottleofwinebehindthealoeplants.SoNkawas

right,thisoneisverymischievous.

FIFI:"trustmeweneedtogettipsyinordertosurvivethosebarbiesandtheirboring

conversations"

OKUHLE:"I'lldrinktothat"

FIFI:"planeJane'sthis,makeupthat,boutiquesandallthatshitthattickletheirBarbieworld

fancies"

Shemimicsthemsoperfectly,Ilaughsohard.Thisonemissedhercalling,hertalentinactingis



impeccable.Shepullsoutacockscrewfromherdenimpockets.Thisgirlhadaplaninaction

already.She'smyfavoritepersoninthisfamily.

FIFI:"Sibudlel'ebhodleni"(wedrinkingstraightfromthebottle)

Shetakesahugegulpandhandsmethebottle.Itakealongsip,whilethisfoolkeepon

cheeringmeon.Weleanagainstthewallandsipsbecomesgulps.Wehavingthisniceflowing

conversation,okayI'mgettingtipsyrealquick.Thisiswaybetterthansittingwiththoseuptight

bitches.shepullsoutabluntandlightsit.Wooow!I'veneversmokedweedbeforebutI'mwilling

toexperimenttoday.Shetakestwolongdragsandpuffs.ItlookssosexyandI'mreadyformy

turn.

NKANYISO:"Iknewya'llwereuptonogood"

FIFI:"chillNkawhat'syourproblem"

Hetakesthealmostemptywinebottlefromme.Heemptytherestoftheliquidandtakethe

weedfromFifi.

NKANYISO:"thisisnotthetimenortheplaceFifiwhatiswrongwithyou"

OKUHLE:"butNka"

NKANYISO:"asforyou,there'sapunishmentcomingyourwaylateron"

FIFI:"MrGreytypeofpunishment"

Hewinksatme,aspankfollows.Averysorespankforthatmatter.Hepullsmeasideand

smashhislipsonme.It'saveryhungryandseductivekiss.

FiFI:"doyouguysrealiseI'mstillaround,siesgetaroomyoutwo"

NKANYISO:"getyourselfawomanI'mclaimingminebacknow"

GUY:"soyouguysarehidinghere"



NKANYISO:"Sbo,meettheloveofmylifeLET-O"

SBO:"she'sagem,suchrarebeauty"

FIFI:"Nkawatchthatpervaroundyourwoman"

SBO:"whatdidyoujustcallme"

NKANYISO:"willyoutwoeveroutgrowtheTomandJerryphase"

SBO/FIFI:"never"

NKANYISO:"guysI'mtakingmywomanhome.Ineedtoinstillsomedisciplineshe'sbeenabad

girl"

SBONISO:"Idefinitelywouldn'tmindinstillingsomedisciplineonyourbehalf"

FIFI:"exactlywhatthepervwouldsay"

NKANYISO:"I'mkillinganyTom,dickandHarrythatmighttryinvadingmyterritory"

FIFI:"startwiththisonestandingnexttoyou"

SBO:"luckyyouarealady,Iwould'veknockedoutyourteethbynow"

FIFI:"justrememberwhofoughtyourbattlesbackinhighschoolBruuh"

Mytummyhurts,SboandFifiwillbethedeathofmetoday.Theyhavethatlove/hate

relationshipgoingitssocute.Theguysareplanninganafterparty,somethingabouthittingthe

nightclub.Mrboyfriendhereisadamantaboutheadinghomeandpunishingme.Ihonestly

wouldn'tmindsomebitoflovingandattentionfrommyman.ItwasnicemeetingtheNxumalo's,

eventheuptightladies.Let'snotevengetstartedonMrsNxumalo,atopicforanotherday.We

sayourgoodbyes,it'snoteventhatlateNkaisbeingunreasonable.Fifipromisetocomesee

mebeforehertripbacktoCapetown.Wedriveout,hekeepsstealingglancesatme.Thesmirk

andseductivesmile,Iknowwhat'sonhismind.Thathandandit'stightsqueezeonmythigh.

LawdamIreadyformymysterypunishment?Lasttimehehadhishandonmelikethat,we

endedupdoingitoutdoors.Iclosemyeyesandgetlostintheworldoffantasy.Ihearhim

gigglingeverynowandthen.I'mtipsyandmyclitsarethrobbingforsomestimulation.I'min

needofsomeeroticpunishment.OnlyMrNkanyisoNxumaloSirhasthateffectonme.

Insert49



It'sSundayandweareparkedoutsidemyplace.It'sabittersweetmoment,havingtogoour

separateways.Ihadtopullallstopstoreturntomyplacetoday.Mrhereissulkingbuthonestly

afterallthepunishmentheputmethrough,mywholebody'snumbandImissmyplace.

BesidesJaseisanhourawayfromjhbandIneedtocatchupwithhim.Nkawillbehaving

supperwithhisfamilyandI'minnomoodforthebarbiestoday.Hetakesmeallthewaytomy

flat.Shamehe'sreallydisappointedandIgetthefeelinghewantstoconvincemeotherwise.

Thisisonebattlehewon'twin,nottoday.

NKANYISO:"babeareyoucertainyou'llbefinebeinghereallbyyourself"

OKUHLE:"Don'tworryloveJasewillbeheresoon"

NKANYISO:"Mrsmepleasecomewithme,mylove"

OKUHLE:"nobabe,enjoysupperwiththefamilyandcatchupwithyourcousins"

NKANYISO:"Imissyoualreadybabe,givedaddysomesugarplease"

OKUHLE:"onlyaperkthenyouleave,reallymybodyiscomplainingnow"

NKANYISO:"thisisjustaninitiationstagebabe,yourfuturehusbandhashumongoussexual

appetiteandonlyyoucanfulfillit"

OKUHLE:"I'mnotgettingmarriedanytimesoonespeciallynottoasexaddict"

NKANYISO:"keepfoolingyourselflove,keepfoolingyourself"

Hepullsmecloserandkissmesotenderly.Nowit'smyturntoaccompanyhimtohiscar.I

don'tevengivehimanopportunitytosulk.assoonashe'sinhiscar,Iturnonmyheelsandrun

tomyflat.HadIstayedthereaminutelonger,swearI'dbediningwiththebarbies.IFeellikethis

manhasaspellonme,especiallythatsulkingface.Thisseemslikeagoodopportunitytotake

anap.Ipassoutwithin20minutes.I'mwokenupbymyringingphone,it'sJaseinformingme

thathe'sonhiswaytomyplace.Wow!I'vebeensleepingforthepast3hours.Ihittheshower

justtofreshenupandlookpresentable.TodayI'llhavetoorderin,Jasewillforgiveme.

Exhaustionhastakenoverme,thiswholeweekI'msleepingatmyplace.Haaibo!Thisguyjust

budgeinandattackmewithahug.

JASE:"LeleI'vemissedyousomuchdoll"

OKUHLE:"Iseemyhabitofnotknockingrubbedoffonyou"



JASE:"I'velearntfromthebest.Ilearnfromyou.OwbabybabeIlearnfromyou"

Hesingsthatwholesentenceoutloud.Thecharacterthismanis.I'vemissedmyperson.He

hasshedabitofweightandIdon'tevenblamehimonebit.He'sbeenthroughtoomuchthe

past2andahalfweek.Heletgoandscansmeupanddownasifexaminingme.What'sthisall

aboutnow.

JASE:"theGlow,Mrnewmanmustbegivingittoyourealgood.Whilesomeofushavebeen

starving"

OKUHLE:"Don'tbesilly,I'mgenuinelyhappydoll.Igothiredandscoredmyselfawonderful

man.Whywouldn'tIglowchomie"

JASE:"Iseriouslyneedtogetlaidnow.thedryseasonthat'srestinguponmeneedsto

emigratetoanotherbody"

OKUHLE:"OMWalmostforgotjusthowcrazyyouare"

JASE:"thepasttwoweekshavebeendrainingdoll,allIneedisabitofactionandsomefun

Lele"

OKUHLE:"I'llgrantyourwishbabe,nextweekSaturdaywehittingtheclub.Justlikeoldtimes"

JASE:"I'lldrinktothat,isn'tthereabitofwinestashedupsomewherehere"

OKUHLE:"Idoubtso,wecanquicklygetsomeandfood"

JASE:"musictomyears"

Wetakeawalktothenearesttakeawayplaceandgrabtwobottlesofwinewhileweatit.We

enjoyourwineoverseriousconversations.Jaseisfinallyopeningupabouthisfather'sdeath,

leavinghismomandsisterbehind.Apparentlyhismom'shealthhasimproved,she'sattending

thechurchcounselingandhissisterismovingbackhomepermanently.Thingsseemstobe

settlingwellbackhome.JustthenIreceiveacallfromtheboyfriend,theyaregoingtosome

Sundaychillasandhewantsmetotagalong.Hedoesn'tmindthatI'mbringingaplusone.Jase

ishappywiththenewplaninmotion.WhoamItodeprivehimofagoodtime.Ichangeintoa

moreappropriateoutfitforthesuddenoccasion.Jaseisalwaysdressedup.Hefreshensupa

bitandweareready.



Nka,Sbo,Fifiandtheirtwoothercousinsarriveandoffwego.ChangeofplanswehitXO

loungeinmidrand.I'veneverbeentoastripclubbefore,there'safirsttimeforeverythingright.

Fifiisoverthemoon,forobviousreasonsofcourse.SheandSboarebestofbuddiesallofa

sudden,commongoal.IformallyintroduceeveryonetoJaseandtheyimmediatelywarmupto

him.TheothertwoguysareManqobaandSandiso,ManqobaisoutspokenandSandisoisvery

quite.

Wefindanicespotthataccommodatesallofusanddrinksareordered.Nkapullsmetohislap.

Itryescapingbutheholdsmestillinthatposition.Histoolispokingmeandhishandis

caressingmybackupanddown.I'mgettingabituncomfortableandSandisohashisgazeon

me.Hemakessmalltalkshereandthere.Jase,SboandFifihitthedancefloor.I'mpressedand

Ireallyneedtheloo.MrboyfriendoffertoaccompanybutIrefuse.Thatsmirkandseductive

smilemeansonethingandonethingonly.Afterthepunishment,Idon'twanthistoolanywhere

nearme.Forthenext7days,heain'tgettingmycookie.NkaisbusynowwithManqoba,Itry

signalingforJasebutit'sallinvain.

SANDISO:"ComeI'llaccompanyyoutothebathroom"

OKUHLE:"howdidyouknow,I"

SANDISO:"judgingbythewayyouwereposinganddoingafootdance.Youdefinitelyneedto

pee,let'sgobeforewehaveanyaccidents.Shallwe?"

OKUHLE:"thankyou,let'sgo"

SANDISO:"ladiesfirst"

Idomybusiness,washmyhandsandIfindhimwaitingforme.Weheadbacktoourspotand

everyoneseemstohavejoinalltheothersonthedancefloor.IsitandSandisojoinsme.His

gazemakesmefeelabituncomfortable.

SANDISO:"youreallyarebeautifulanddowntoearth"

OKUHLE:"thankyou"

SANDISO:"IunderstandwhyNkaissoinlovewithyou"



Thisconversationissoweird,I'mjusthopingsomeonesavesmebeforeitgetsevenmore

awkwardthanitalreadyis.Hetakemymyhandintohis.Verystrange.

SANDISO:"Iforseesomeobstaclesalongtheway,youneedcleansing.Thechildyouwere

carrying"

FIFI:"noBruuhdon'ttellmeyouhavingoneofyourvisionwhileallofusarehavingfun.Come

girllet'sdanceabit"

Fifipullsmeupandleadsmetothedancefloor.Mymindisonshutdown.IsSandisosome

kindofaseer.Thisexplainsthegazeandhimtryingtogetmealone.Whatcleansingwashe

talkingabout,whatdoesithavetodowithmymiscarriage.Myheadisspinning,Ineedair.NoI

needtogetSandisosohecanexplainfurther.Ileavethedancefloorandhe'snotsittinginour

spotanymore.Ineedtofindhim.

NKANYISO:"babe,what'swrongyoulookabitflushed.Areyouokay"

OKUHLE:"Sandiso,IneedtofindSandiso"

NKANYISO:"hejustsentmeamessage,heleftbabe.WewillrequestanUber"

OKUHLE:"Ineedtoseehim,Ihavetotalktohim"

NKANYISO:"babe,sitdown.Youareworryingmenow"

OKUHLE:"baby,SandisoIneedtotalktoSandiso,Nka"

FIFI:"Nka,IthinkSandisohadoneofthosevisionsandnowLET-Oisupset"

NKANYISO:"fuck,didn'ttheyhealhimorsomething.Babewhatdidhesaytoyou"

Ican'ttellhim.Ican'tsharewhatImyselfdon'tunderstand.Thismysterywillonlybesolvedby

Sandisohimself.Whydidheleavewithoutgivingmethefullmessage?Theremustbeawayto

gettohim.

NKANYISO:"babytalktome,youworryingmenow"

OKUHLE:"I'mtired,Ineedtosleep"



That'sthefirstthingthatcomesintomymind.MaybeI'llthinkclearlyafteragoodsleep.Butmy

mindandheartisyearningforwhatevermessageSandisowasabouttodelivertome.I'm

suddenlydrained.

Insert50

WehadtorequestanUberhomeme,JaseandNka.I'mabsentmindedthewholetrip.Ican't

evenrecallwhenweJasewasdroppedoff.I'mbroughtbacktolifewhenNkashakemelightly.

Ow!Weathisplace,heholdsmyhandandwewalkintohishouse.I'mjustconsumedinmy

ownthoughts,whatcleansingreallywasSandisoreferringto.What'stheconnectionwiththe

babyImiscarried.I'veheardofsuchrituals,allIneedisclarityfromhim.Hesitsmeinthecouch

anddissapearstothekitchen.I'mjuststaringintospace.I'mbroughttoearthwhenheputsthe

twocupsofcoffeesinfrontofme.He'sgenuinelyconcernedandIknowthisgesture.Hewants

metoopenuptohim.Imightaswellsharethelittlepiecesofthispuzzlewithhim.What'sthe

pointofdrivingmyselfwithsomethingthatdoesn'tevenmakesensetomeatthispresent

moment.

NKANYISO:"LET-Oplsletmein,what'sbotheringyousomuch.WhatdidSandisosaytoyou.

Healsopulledadissappearingactonus"

OKUHLE:"isSandisosomekindofaseerorprophetNka"

NKANYISO:"I'mnotsurewhichisapropertermtolabelhimunder,honestlyit'sstillamystery

toallofus.Whatdidhesaythatgotyousodownanddisturbed"

OKUHLE:"thewholenighthehasbeenstaringatmeinanunusualmanner,Icouldn'tmake

senseofatfirst.AllIknowhisgazemademeuncomfortable"

NKANYISO:"that'swhatusuallyhappenswhenhe'sabouttohaveavisionorpremonitionover

acertainindividualbutIhonestlythoughttheyhadstopped"

OKUHLE:"HeheldmyhandandtoldmeheforseeobstaclesandIneedcleansing.ThechildI

wascarrying.That'swhenFifidisturbedus,hecouldn'tcarryonbabe.Fifipulledmetothe

dancefloor,themomentallthisstartedtosinkin.Icheckedwhereweweresittingandhewas

alreadygone"

NKANYISO:"tellyouwhat,I'llgethimforyou.Thenhecanexplainfurther.Babestopworrying

toomuch,I'mhereandI'llberightbesideyouthroughoutallthestrugglesandobstacles.Okay"



OKUHLE:"pleasebabe,linkmeupwithhim.Ihonestlydon'tthinkI'llfindrestuntilthiswhole

mysteryissolved.ThechildIwascarrying.DoImaybeneedcleansingforherorhim?The

obstaclesaretheysomehowconnectedtomymiscarriage.Theseareallthequestionsthatare

botheringmebabe.IfIneedcleansingthenwhowilldoitforme?Myfamilyorthechild's

fatherssideofthefamily.Allthesequestionsaredrivingmeinsanebabe"

NKANYISO:"heylookatme,tomorrowwewillhavealltheanswersokaybaby.Don'tdrive

yourselfinsanewithworry.Tomorrowallthismysterywillbeunraveled.Comehere"

OKUHLE:"IhearyouMrme"

Iseeasmileformingonhisface.Clearlyhewasn'texpectingallthat.He'stheonewhoalways

referestomeas'Mrsme'.Thismanreallyissomethingspecial,justaminuteagohewas

worriedsickaboutme.Aminutelaterhehasmanagedtocalmmythoughtsandworriesdown.

Couldthisbetruelove?Imyselfdon'tknow,guesstimewilltell.WhydoIbelieveeverywordhe

saidaboutgoingthroughalltheseforthcomingobstacleswithme.Thesincerityinhisvoice

andthetruthinhiseyes.That'salltheassurityIneed.MycuriositynowtoknowaboutSandiso's

premonitionshasgottenthebetterofme.

OKUHLE:"sobabe,whendidSandisostarthavingthesepremonitionsorvisions"

NKANYISO:"hestartedhavingvisionsattheageof9,butnoonetookhimseriously.Whenhe

was12hetoldmydad,he'llbeinvolvedinafatalaccidentwhichwillhavehiminawheelchair

foracoupleofmonths.Ofcoursenoonetookhimseriouslythen,untiltwomonthslater.Dad

wasindeedinvolvedinanaccidentandhewasparalysedfor3months.Thefamilystartedtaking

himseriously,thingswentfrombadtoworse.Hisvisionsbecamemorefrequentandintense.

Hecouldn'tconcentrateatschoolandhegotsick.Theyconsulteddoctors,specialistsnoone

couldhelp.Heunderwentcounselingandwasputundermedication.Afamilyfriendsuggested

atraditionalhealer,hewastakenthereanditwasdiscoveredhehadacallingbuthismomwas

againstthewholething.Sotheritualwasdoneforhim.Somethingaboutconnectinghimwith

ancestorsandpleadingonhisbehalf.Wewereneverreallyinformedwhatthatritualwasall

about.Hewastakenforacleansingceremony,hewasgoneforamonthorso.Thevisionsand

premonitionsstoppedorsowethoughtforthepast10years.Heledanormallifeand3years

backtheystartedagain.Apparentlytheyarenotclearandhecticastheyusedtobe.Butevery

nowandthenhegetsthem"

OKUHLE:"wooow!That'shecticbabe"

NKANYISO:"yep,hehardlytalksabouthisvisionsorpremonitionsbecausetheyarenotclear

anymore.Theelderswerewarnedbeforetheceremony/ritualthatthevisionsmaycomeback

evenmorestrongeratalaterstage"



OKUHLE:"that'saveryheavyloadtocarry,Ican'tevenimaginehowhemanagedtocopewith

allthisasyoungashewas"

NKANYISO:"ourchildhoodwasprettynormal,wegotuptoalotofmischiefandeveryother

weekendwewouldvisithimathisparentshouseorhewouldcometoourhouse.Wedidthings

ourpeersdidandofcoursehe'dzoneoutandstareintospace.Thenweknewhe'shavinga

visionbutapartfromthathewasprettymuchanormalkid"

OKUHLE:"shamebabe,It'sreallynoteasyonhisside.IfthetablewereturnedIwould'velost

mymindlongago.Havingtocarryallthisburdenandforseeingthings.I'dbeadmittedina

mentalinstitutionrightaway"

NKANYISO:"I'dgetmyselfadmittedtooifitmeansbeingwithyou"

OKUHLE:"hahaha!Imaginebeingcompletelysaneamonginsanepeople"

NKANYISO:"I'dfitinjustperfectlybecauseI'minsanelyinovewithyou"

OKUHLE:"whatdidIeverdotodeserveawonderfulmanlikeyou"

NKANYISO:"youappliedforajob,cometothinkofit.Iwasneversanefromthatdayonwards"

OKUHLE:"comehere,youhandsomemanyou"

NKANYISO:"finallyshenotice"

OKUHLE:"OwreallynowNka"

NKANYISO:"shutupandkissme"

Isitonhislapanddevourhislips.TodayIfeeladifferentkindofconnectiontowardshim.

Emotionalconnection,he'smysanctuary.ThesatisfactionthatIgetfromtalkingtohim,Iwas

nevergoodwithexpressingmyfeelingsbutwithhimit'squitedifferent.Ipulloutfromthekiss

andstaredeepintohiseyes.Thelovethat'sdevelopinginsideofmedailyforthismanisgreater

thanwhatmymindcancomprehend.Myheartsingsadifferenttunewheneverhisbesideme.

ThefactthatI'dspendanentireweekwithhimandmisshimlikecrazythesecondI'maway

fromhim.I'veneverlovedsointenselybefore.

NKANYISO:"andIloveyoumorethanyoucaneverknow,myonlymissionistoshowyou

everydayandtakecareofyourmind,bodyandsoul"

OKUHLE:"youareamindreadernowMrme"

NKANYISO:"I'maheartreadermyloveandeverythinginyourheartisportrayedinyoueyes



everytimeIstareatyou.Iseeit,myheartfeelsit"

OKUHLE:"IloveyouNkanyisoNxumalo"

NKANYISO:"there'sasirmissinginthatstatement"

OKUHLE:"let'sgosleepyousillyman,mysillyman"

NKANYISO:",yougotthatrightMrsme,let'sgetsomerest.Wehavealongdayaheadofus

tomorrow"

OKUHLE:"ofcourse"

WehadtobedandtonightIfallasleepinhisarms.Weconnectedemotionallytoday.Nofunny

business.Nohankypanky,nopunishment.Justmeinhisarms.Itfeelsgood,I'minloveandI'm

notafraidtoshowit.MyMrme,myveryownNkanyisoNxumalo.Hecomplainsaboutthewhole

Sirthing,let'sjustsayIseehiminadifferentlightnow.He'smyman,myveryownperson.The

mysterywithSandisowillbeunraveledtomorrowandI'matpeacewitheverything.Wedidn't

eventouchourcoffees,whatthehell.IdrifttoLalalandwithmymansnoringlightlybehindme.

Hissnoresaremysweetlullabies.

Insert51

Wewakeupandprepareforwork,Nkapromisedhe'llorganizeameetingformeandSandiso.

Nkahasanearlymeeting,hedropsmeOffattheofficeandleavesrightaway.Ireallycoulduse

sometypeofdistractionandwhatbetterwaythanofficegossipwiththeladies.Ijointhemfora

cupofcoffeeandAntoinetteisalreadyupdatingusonhernewlyfoundman.Ihonestlycan't

believeshehasalreadymovedon.

ANTOINETTE:"soladiesoperationwiningbackthemaindishcanbeaborted"

NOMZAMO:"haveyouguysfixedthings,thatwassoquick"

ANTOINETTE:"listenItriedyouknow,butallmyattemptswentinvain.Sothatshiphassailed.

Let'sjustsaythere'sanewmaninmylifeandI'mmadlyinlovewithhim"

OKUHLE:"rewindandstartagain,newmanfromwhereandwhen"

ANTOINETTE:"forasocialbutterflylikemesweety,manaren'thardtofind.Theyarealways

hereatmydisposal.Thatguyhasalwayshadathingformebuthewaswaybeyondmyleague.



UntilIspenttimewithhimthisweekendatafriend'sbraaiandtherestastheysayishistory"

NOMZAMO:"wow,youreallyaresomethingelse.I'vebeenstrugglingtofindamanformonths

noworisityears"

ANTOINETTE:"Idon'tknowhowexactlytoexplainthisbutIfeelthisoneismysoulmateand

I'mreadytowalkdowntheaislesoon"

NOMZAMO:"holdyourhorseshoney,don'tbeblindedbythehoneymoonphase.It'sstillway

tooearlydon'tletexcitementblindyou"

ANTOINETTE:"forsomeonewhodoesn'thavealotofdatingexperienceyouseemtohavea

lotofinsightaboutothersfeelingsandlovelife"

NOMZAMO:"Don'tbitemyheadMissy,Iwasjustpointingouttheobvious.Weallfeelthatway

attheearlystagesofrelationships"

OKUHLE:"ladies!noneedforthingstogetoutofhand,weallhavedifferentexperiencesand

opinionswhenitcomestodatingandrelationships"

ANTOINETTE:"true,IappreciateyouropinionsladiesbutpleaseIshouldn'tfeellikeI'mbeing

judgedformychoices"

NOMZAMO:"sorryifIcameacrosslikeI'mbeingjudgemental,thoughtIwaslookingoutfora

sister"

ANTOINETTE:"Don'tsweatitdoll"

NOMZAMO:"bythewayIalsometsomeoneovertheweekend.PleaseIshouldn'tbejudged

forwhatI'mabouttosaynextbutIlethimsmash"

ANTOINETTE:"youdon'twastetime,doyou?"

NOMZAMO:"Don'tblameme,blamethehungerandthedryseasonandbrothermanwasso

good.IneedanotherrepeatofSaturdaynight,MyGod"

OKUHLE:"Iknewtherewasabadgirlunderneaththatsweetexteriorandsoftvoice"

NOMZAMO:"notasbadasyou,Bosssmasher.Don'tpopyoureyesoutlikethat,weallknow

youaregettingiton.Thechemistrybetweenthetwoofyouisunavoidable"

ANTOINETTE:"wewerejustwaitingforyoutowillinglycomecleantous.Ihavetoadmit

thoughyou'vescoredyourselfagoodone"

OKUHLE:"canwechangethesubjectplusIhaveapileofpaperworktogetthrough.Bye"

NOMZAMO:"runaway,weseeyouMrsBoss"



ANTOINETTE:"yeahrunMrsNxumaloJunior"

Iwalkaway,theylaughoutloud.MyGodI'msoembarrassed,IknewAntoinettesuspected

somethingbutasforNomzamo.Thechemistrytheysay,maybeit'sagoodthingit'soutinthe

opennow.Can'twaittoseeNka'sfacewhenIinformhimofmynewfindings,mebeinglabeled

asabosssmasher.It'squitefunny,theyprobablycallhimtheemployeesmasher.Ifindmyself

giggling,whatagreatwaytostartaday.Icatchuponwork,fewhourslater.I'mdisturbedbymy

phone,Jasecheckinguponmeasusual.He'sworriedaboutlastnight'sincident.Heeven

thinkswehadaloversquarrelwhilehewasblessingthedancefloor.Ilethiminoneverything,

he'sjustasshockedasIwas.Whowould'vethought,Sandisotheseer.thethoughtaloneis

unsettling.Iwonderhowmuchofmypastlifedidheforsee,maybeI'mjustbeingridiculous.I'm

gladIcamecleanwithmypastlifetoNka,imaginethepressureI'dbefacingnow.Therestof

thedaygoesbysmoothlywiththeladiesonmycase.Abunchofinquisitivebitches,theyeven

askedhowheisinbed.LikeIwoulddisclosethattoanyoneelse.

AfterworkMrmeisalreadyparkedwaitingforme.Hepullsmeinandkissmepassionatelyin

frontofthetwonoseyladies.Ifonlyheknewwhattheyweresayingabouthimearlier,betI'llbe

questionedabouthiskissestomorrow.Nonethelesstheyarecoolbunchtohangwith.Wefirst

startatmyplacesoIcanfreshenup,whilehe'sbusyraidingmyfridgeeatingwhateverhis

handsland'son.Ifinishandchangeintofreshclothes.Wedrivetohisplace,apparentlySandiso

isalreadywaitingforusthere.Ispothiscarinthedriveway.He'salreadyseatedcomfortablyon

thecouchandtodayheseemsmorerelaxedandlaidback.Hegreetsmewithahandshake.I

suddenlyfeellikeaglassofwine,I'msoanxious.

Nkagivesusprivacysowecantalkfreely.I'mwaitingforSandisoheretostarttalkingbeforeI

loosemymind.Hedrinkshisjuiceveryslowly.WhatchoicedoIhavebuttojustsitherein

silenceandwaitforMrseerhere.He'sagoodlookingmanandverydowntoearth.Thisgifthas

nochill,itdoesn'tdiscriminatewhetheryourich,poor,youngorold.Guesshe'sthechosenin

thefamily.Heclearshisthroat,finallywe'vebeensittinginsilenceforalmosthalfanhourand

mymindwaswonderingaround.

SANDISO:"ourveryownMakoti,sorryifIgaveyouafrightlastnightbutitwasn'tintentional.

YouseeI'vehadthisgiftorcurse,Idon'treallyknowwhattocallit.It'sbeenweighingheavilyon

meeversinceIwasalittleboy.Tocutthestoryshort,Iforseethingssomearen'tclearand

somearecrystalclear.I'mjustgonnagostraighttothepoint.Youhadamiscarriageearlierthis

yearandyouneedtobecleansed.Thechildmustbegivenaname.Thefatherofyourchild



needstobepresent,heistheonewhomustnamethebaby.Thisshouldbedoneathishome

wherehisancestorsarelaidtorest.TheconsequencesifthisisnotdoneMayresultinyounot

havingkidsofyourown.Asamatteroffacthewassupposedtointroducethechildearlierto

hisancestors,yourbabywould'vesurvived.Unfortunatelyheonlydiscoveredabittoolateabout

yourpregnancy"

OKUHLE:"sothiswould'vebeenpreventedhadheknownearlieraboutmypregnancy"

SANDISO:"yesitwould'vebeenprevented,asamatteroffactherushedimmediatelytodothe

rightthingbutunfortunatelyitwastoolate.He'salsointhedarkaboutthiswholething.SoI

suggestyouguysfindawaytofixthisorthey'llbegreaterconsequences"

OKUHLE:"I'mangryattheancestorshowcantheypunishmelikethis,mychildwasinnocent.

Howcantheytakeawayaninnocentlife"

SANDISO:"I'mafraidIhavenoanswersforallthosebutallwillberevealedoncethecleansing

ceremonytakesplace"

AllthepainIburiedcomestumblingdownonme,Isob.Whyme,whatdidIevendotohis

ancestorsthattheywillpunishhimthroughme.Mychild,whydidn'tMuzisavehimorher.Why

didn'therealizeearlier.I'mshattered,what'sBraMuzi'sstory.I'msodrained,poorSandiso

doesn'tevenknowwhattodo.Hegetsup,boilswaterandmakesmeacupofwarmsugar

water.HegivesmethewaterandIdrinkitatonego.Nkacomesdownstairsandhe

immediatelyengulfmeinawarmteddybearhug.Icry,thinkingaboutmytaskathand.Nowit's

mymissiontofindBraMuziandexplainthismumbojumbotohim.Ihonestlydidn'tthinkI'll

everbeincontactwiththatmannotafterourlastencounterandthatdissappearingacthe

pulledonme.

IhopeNkawillunderstandthisquestI'mabouttoembarkon,afterallit'sgoingtoaffectusin

thelongrun.IgetaninstantheadachethinkinghowamIgoingtolocateBraMuzi.Besideshis

contactnumberIhavenoothermeansonhowtofindhim.Whatifhe'sdeadalready.Thislife

thingandit'scomplexities.

Insert52

SandisoleavesandIdecidetocomecleanandtellNkaeverything.He'sconcerned,it'swritten

alloverhisface.Hemakestwocupsofhotchocolate,thatlittlegesturewhenhewantsusto

haveaserioustalk.See,Iknowhimverywell.Hebringsthetwocupsandpullmetohislap.I



immediatelyfeelbetter,there'saspecialtypeofhealingthatcomeswithhistouch.Hecaresses

myback,liftmychinandlooksdeepinmysoul.Hiseyesareteary,heseesrightthroughme.

ThepainIfeelisreflectedinmyeyeslikeheusuallysays.Wejustgazeintoeachother'seyes

andthetearscomesunivitedlyflowingdownmycheeks.Iguesswearehavingahearttoheart

conversationwithoutevenutteringanywords.HepullsmeclosertohimandIburymyfaceon

hischest.That'salltheinvitationIneededtocrymyheartout.Iletthemflowandhelet'sme.

AfterawhileImanagetopullmyselftogether,wait!Ifeelbetter.Cryinginthearmsoftheone

youloveistheraupatic.Ilookathimandsmile,hegivesmeoneofhislazysmile.

NKANYISO:"feelinganybetternowMrsme"

OKUHLE:"IthinkI'llfeelmuchbetterafteroffloadingwhat'sbotheringmeandthemessage

fromSandiso"

NKANYISO:"offloadmyshouldersarestrongenoughtocarrybothofourworries"

OKUHLE:"youalwaysknowwhattosaytoliftupmymood"

NKANYISO:"itcomesnaturally,Ievensurprisemyselfmosttimes"

OKUHLE:"yeahright"

NKANYISO:"offloadbabe"

Imovefromhislapandseatnexttohim.Hechangehispositionandwearenowseatedfaceto

face.Istartfromthebeginning,uptothelastdetail.He'slisteningtomeattentively.WhenI'm

donehetakesmyhandsintohisandgivesmeaperkonmyforehead.

NKANYISO:"youknowI'mhereright,Imadeapromisetostickwithyouthroughthickandthin.

That'sexactlywhatI'mgoingtodoBabe.WewillfindMuziandwewilldothisceremonyandput

allthisbehindusbabe.Don'tworry,youdon'tevenknowhowIappreciateyourhonestyright

fromthebeginning.Weareinthistogetherokay"

OKUHLE:"IappreciateyoursupportBabe,mymainconcernnowisfindingthatman.Idon't

evenknowwheretostartorhowtostart.Ifhechangedhisnumbersthenitwillbedifficult

locatinghim"

NKANYISO:"leaveallthattome,Idon'twantyouworryingoversuchthingsokay.I'llusemy

dad'scontactsifpushcomestoshoveokay.Weareinthistogetherandthiswillnotaffectour

future,I'llmakesureofit"



OKUHLE:"whateverGodormyancestorsdidtomakeuscrosspaths,Iwanttothankand

worshipthemforever.YoutrulyareoneinamillionandI'mtheluckiestwomanonplanetearth"

NKANYISO:"I'mtheluckiestmantohaveyou,that'sthereasonwhyI'llneverletyougo.Not

evendeathwilldousapart,I'llbeyourghosthusbandandmurderanymanthatmaytrytotake

myplace"

OKUHLE:"Don'tjokelikethat,thesethingshappenforreal"

NKANYISO:"IknowandI'mpreparedtobeyourhusbandevenafterlife"

OKUHLE:"thisconversationcreepsmeout,canwehaveournotsohotchocolatenow"

NKANYISO:"letmewarmitupbabe"

Wesitandcarryonwithourweirddiscussionsoveracupofhotchocolate.It'squitestrange

howwe'dconverseoverweddings,family,death,economy,currentaffairsandfinancialmatters.

Idon'tevergetboredwithhimaround,let'snotevengetstartedonmusic.Hehasintroduced

metoJ.Cole,KendrickLamar,AKA,YangaandstoogieT,I'mnowaselfproclaimedfanofHip

hopmusic.Myeyesareburning,I'myawningnonestop.It'sjustpast11pm,allIneedisthatking

sizebednow.Idon'tknowhowI'llbeabletofallasleepthough,I'msofull.whoeatsafter10

pm?Wellthatwasustonight,hemadesurethatIatebeforebedtime.Hepicksmeupandtuck

meinbed,hegetsbehindmeandholdmeinhisarms.Mysanctuary,peacehavenIpassout

immediately.

TherestoftheweekgoesbyquicklywithnoluckoffindingBraMuzi.Thenumberhewasusing

doesn'texistanymore.Nkanyiso'sdadPItriedsearchingforhimtonoavail.It'sfrustrating,

seemslikethemandisappearedfromthefaceoftheearth.We'vereallytriedallthatwecanbut

thismanisMIA.There'snotraceofhislastlocationorhispast,imagineeventhemost

experiencedPIfailed,there'sreallynohope.Sandisoleftforoneofhisbusinesstrips,soNka

suggestedwewaitforhimtocomeback.Maybehemightfindanalternativewaytofixthis,

therehastobeanotherway.Ikeepprayingforahighlyintervention,maybebumpintohimatthe

mallorsomewhere.Thishasaffectedmesomehow,wheneverI'minpublic.Ikeepsearching,

onemightneverknowwhenluckmightlocatethem.SoNkasuggestedthatIrelaxandwaitfor

Sandiso.Hehasseenhowthishastakenitstollonme,soweevenavoidbeinginpublicforlong

periodoftime.Ijustcan'thelpit,findingMuzihasbecomemyobsession.IswearIevensee

peoplewholooklikehim.

NKANYISO:"babeI'mreallyworriedaboutyou"



OKUHLE:"ifwecanjustfindhimNka"

NKANYISO:"seewhatImean,he'sallyouthinkabout.It'slikeyouareobsessednow.Ithink

youneedcounseling"

OKUHLE:"OwsonowyouthinkI'mcrazy,doIlooklikeI'mmentallydisturbedtoyou"

NKANYISO:"Idon'tlikewhatthiswholethingisdoingtoyou,tous.Babeyouareslowly

slippingawayintodepressionandI'dbedamnedifIsitaroundanddonothingaboutit"

OKUHLE:"ofcourseyou'dsaythat,youarenottheonewalkingaroundwithsomekindofcurse

andneedcleansing"

NKANYISO:"canwejusthaveadecentconversationwithoutmentioningBraMuzinameorthe

cleansing.Iloveyoudammitbutyouarepushingmeaway.Babypleaselistentomeforonce,I

toldyoulet'swaitforSandiso.Therehastobeanotherway,stopdrivingyourselfinsaneplease"

OKUHLE:"NkaIcan'thelpit!everywhereIgo,IseehimbutIcan'tgettohim.MaybeIamgoing

insane.Ifeelsohelplessbabe"

NKANYISO:"let'sgoforcounselingbabe,Ineedyou.Iwantmywomanback,we'lldothis

togetherbabeIpromiseyou"

I'mhavingamentalbreakdown.I'mlosingmyselfandI'mforeverfightinghim.Myobsession

withBraMuzi'sdissaperancehasmelosingmymindintheprocess.Ihonestlythinkcounseling

willworkbetterforme.I'msodrained.

OKUHLE:"Nka,I'mreadyforcounseling.I'mtiredofalltheseemotions,I'mangryandsadat

thesametime."

NKANYISO:"andI'llbewithyoueverystepofthewaylove,wewillgotogether"

Idon'tthinkI'veeverhealedfromlosingmybaby.Ijustshiftedthosefeelingsasideandmoved

on,orsoIthought.I'monanemotionalRollercoaster.IneedcounselingBhut'Siphiwewas

rightfromthestart.ImisshimandIhavetotalktohimsoon.Mpilo'sweddingisintwomonths

time.I'mNka'sdate,evenmorereasonswhyIshouldgoforcounseling.I'mtired,it'sSaturday

andMrboyfriendhasmeonhousearrest.Whocanblamehimafterallthestunts,I'vebeen

pulling.



NKANYISO:"let'sgoforawalklove,we'vebeencookedupinthishouseforthewholeday.

Let'sgetsomefreshair"

OKUHLE:"Amentothat"

NKANYISO:"putcomfortableshoeswegoingtotheicecreamshopit'sfurtherdowntheroad

about30minuteswalk"

OKUHLE:"bringiton,I'mgameforachallenge"

NKANYISO:"Owreallynow,areyoucertain"

OKUHLE:"absolutelyMrNkanyisoNxumaloSir"

Welockthehouse,okaythismanwasseriousaboutthehourwalk.Ihonestlythoughthewas

joking.I'mreallynotafanofwalkingoranyexerciseforthatmatterexceptforthesexercise

ofcourse.Cometothinkofit,thismanhasn'ttouchedmeinthepastweek.TonightI'mgetting

what'smine.Heholdsmyhandandwewalkdowntheroad.Ifeelsorelieved,thefreshairisso

refreshingandgoodtomysoul.Ifindmyselfsmiling.Lifeisreallynotsobadafterall.

Insert53

Theweekendwentbyprettywell.Let'sjustsayI'mnolongerstressingovertheBraMuziissue.I

choosetotrustNkaandwaitforSandiso.I'mstartingmycounselingsessionsafterwork.I'm

anxiousbutBaewillbetherewithme.Ihonestlythinkspeakingtoaprofessionalwillhelpmea

lotbeforeIselfdestruct.ThewomanIwasthepastweekwasviciousandemotionallyunstable.

I'mgratefultohavesomeonewhoispatientandcaresenoughtotakethismatterintotheirown

hands.Speakingtoaprofessionalwillhelpmefindclosureandhealingoverlosingmybaby.We

arealreadypreparingforwork.Iwatchhimcomingoutoftheshower,waterdrippingalloverhis

sexyabs.I'mhotandbotheredbutI'monmyowninthatdepartment.DidImentionlastnight

hedeprivedmeofsomegoodloving.ApparentlyIneedtobeemotionallywellbeforewecan

engageinsomephysicalactivities.whateverthatmeans,he'sacruelmansometimes.

NKANYISO:"stopdroolingandtakeabathMaKhumalo,thisisallyours.Youdoknowthat,don't

you?

OKUHLE:"whyamIdeprivedwhat'sminethen"

NKANYISO:"becauseMrsme,Ineedyouphysicallyandemotionallyfit.Makingloveisa

beautifulthingandIhavealifetimetodoallthat"



OKUHLE:"yah,yah"

Isulkandhavemyinnocentshower.What'sawomantodowhenshe'sbeingsexuallystarved.

I'mdoneinrecordtime.Onourwaytowork,Ikeepthinkingofthiswholecounselingthing.Isigh

heavily.Hegrabsmyhandandgivesitatightsqueeze.That'sasignthatIneedtorelax

becausehe'shere.Ilookathimandsmile.Myveryownsuperman.

NKANYISO:"relaxbabeokay,Idon'twantyouoverthinkingthings.I'mrighthereokay"

OKUHLE:"IknowmyloveandIappreciateyoureveryeffortandsupport.I'mabitnervous

that'sall"

NKANYISO:"youareallowedtobebabe"

OKUHLE:"Ihearyoubabe,I'mgladyou'llbewithmethroughoutthisjourney"

NKANYISO:"anddon'tyoueverforgetthat"

Wearriveatwork,heimmediatelyrushtoMpilo'soffice.Theyhaveanearlymeetingregardinga

veryimportantcase.Idecidetojointheladiesforacupofcoffeeandsomeweekendgossip.

AsusualAntoinetteisalreadyonhersecondcupassoonasI'mseated.Nomzamomakeshe

grandentrance,she'sdressedinaverysexyyetprofessionaldress.Shelooksbreathtakingand

isveryimpressedwiththecomplimentsthrownherway.Shemakesherherbaltea,howshe

consumesthateverydayisamysterytome.I'vetrieditonce,it'sbitterallyoutasteisherbs.

ANTOINETTE:"lookatyourglowingsexyassalldresseduponaMondaymorning"

OKUHLE:"eyebrowsonfleek,girlwheredoyougetthetimeandpatienceformakeupevery

morning"

NOMZAMO:"forgetabouttheoutfitandthemakeup.Thisweekendwasveryspecialand

romantictome"

ANTOINETTE:"atleastoneofushadagreatexperienceunlikeme.Firsttellusallthedetails

girl"

NOMZAMO:"thisweekendwassospecial,wewentonaholidaygetawayinCapetown.Iwas

winedanddined,it'ssafetosayweareexclusivenowwiththenewBae"

OKUHLE:"theGlowgirl,I'msohappyforyou.Youdeserveallthehappinesscomingyourway"



NOMZAMO:"Ihonestlydon'twanttojinxitbutthismightbetheone"

ANTOINETTE:"guesswhojoinedsinglevilleagain,yepyourstruly"

OKUHLE:"thisIgottohear"

ANTOINETTE:"canyoubelievehehadapregnantgirlfriendlivingwithhismomthiswholetime.

Shedecidedtopayhimasurpriseandboom!Shefoundmethereplayingwifelydutiesathis

place.Mrwassoshockedhecouldn'tevenutteraword.Aftertheladyintroducedherself,I

decidedtodishallthefoodintheTupperwareandleavethemwithdirtypots.Noways!allmy

hardwork,slavingawayinthestove.Ileftwithnoexplanationfromtheguy"

NOMZAMO:"Yesgirl,IYesyou!Leavingwithallthefoodyouprepared.Youaregoalsmaarn"

ANTOINETTE:"honestlyI'mtiredofdating,maybeit'sbesttotakeabreakevenifit'sjustfor

twoweeks"

OKUHLE:"thatI'llhavetosee"

NOMZAMO:"nextweekMondayyou'llbesingingadifferenttune"

ANTOINETTE:"I'llproveyouguyswrong,watchandsee"

OKUHLE/NOMZAMO:"mmmhm"

ANTOINETTE:"mxm,let'sgowork.Later"

Antoinette'slifeisveryinteresting,swearI'venevercomeacrosssomeonewithsomuchdrama

inmylife.Igetonwithwork.TherestofthedaygoesbywithuslisteningtoNomzamo'slovely

weekend.She'sgenuinelyhappy.Afterwork,Mrmedrivesustothecounselingsession.The

firstdaywentwell,hejustaskedusgeneralquestionsaboutourselves,familiesandthe

professionswearein.Itwentverywell,I'mlookingforwardtoournextsession.Wepassbymy

placeformoreclothes,apparentlyI'llonlybeallowedtobebymyselfafterwedonewith

counseling.Idon'tfeellikebeingbymyselfanyway,I'llprobablydrivemyselfinsanewith

overthinking.

Therestoftheweekgoeswell,counselingisalsogoinggreat.I'mallowedtovent,cryandtalk

openlyaboutmymiscarriage.Thepasttwodayshavebeenabithardthough,I'vespokenabout

everythingthatmademesad,angryandhappyallatthesametime.Thursdaywecameback

homeandnoneofusevenwantedfood,wejustatefruitsaladandwentstraighttobed.So

SaturdayBaedecidedweshouldinviteJase,hiscousinManqobaandpaintthetownred.I

couldn'tagreemore,achangeofsceneryandanightoffunisverymuchNeeded.Jasewasso

excited.



Sotonightwearefinallyturningup.Manqobaarriveswithhisplusone.WepickupJaseand

headtotheclub.Manqobaisquiteabigspender,hebuysdrinksforallofus.Drinksstart

flowingandsoistheconversation.Ican'thelpbutnoticethegirlssittingacrossus,theylooking

ourwayandgiggle.Idecidetojustignorethemandhavefunwithmypeople.Jase,Manqoba

andNandiphahitthedancefloor.Mrhereisalltouchytouchyandkissykissy.Ihopehewill

finishwhathe'sstarting.Imwrappedaroundhim,tooconsumedwithhislips.whenallofthe

suddenthere'sapersonclearingtheirthroatsinfrontofus.

LADY:"you'vefoundyourselfanewflingIsee,soshe'sthereasonwhyyoustoppedcalling"

Wowshe'sreallyprettyandhalfdressed.Nkascansherfromheadtotoeandturnallhis

attentionbackatme.Ihonestlydon'tknowhowtofeelorsayaboutallthis.

LADY:"soyouaregoingtoignoremeasifIdon'texistorweneverfucked"

NKANYISO:"Bridgetwewereonlyfuckbuddies,wewereneverexclusiveandI'vealwaysbeen

honestwithmyintentionstowardsyouandalltheothersIwasfuckingbackthen.Canyou

kindlyexcusemeandmylady.Weareinthemiddleofsomething"

LADY:"Don'tthinkyouarespecialgirl,oncehe'sdonewiththatcookiehewillabandonyoulike

therestofus"

Sheturns,shakeherassandjointheladiesacrossthetable.Whatwasthatallabout?Helooks

atmeandpullmeontohislap.

NKANYISO:"remembermyhistoryofbeingafuckboy.shewaspartofalltheotherGang,I

wasbangingbackthen.I'mcommittedtoyouandonlyyou"

OKUHLE:"weallhaveapast,it'sokaybabe.I'mgladwecamecleanfromthebeginning.What

doyousaywegetoutofhereandfinishwhatyoustarted"

NKANYISO:"Mrsmethat'soneinvitationIcan'tdecline.WhataboutJasethough"

OKUHLE:"Iwasthinkingwecanwrapupourbusinessintheparkinglotwhiletheyarestillbusy



dancing"

NKANYISO:"thatwon'tworkforme,I'vebeenstarvingfortwoweeks.BelievemeIplanon

havingourownnightvigilinthebedroom"

OKUHLE:"saynomore,letmeinformJaseweleaving.Ithinkmybodyneedssexualhealing

rightnow"

NKANYISO:"fuckLET-O!thatdirtymouthofyourslookatmytrousersnow"

OKUHLE:"pleasehidemytoolwiththishandbagIdon'twantallthesethirstybitchesdrooling

overmybuffet"

NKANYISO:"youaresogoingtopayforthis"

TonightI'mgettingserved.Amen!

Insert54

Ourescapeplanworkedoutperfectly,weonourwayhome.Hisphonerings,thepersononthe

lineissopersistent.Hepullsoverandattendstoit.Icanoverhearthewholeconversation,His

momsoundshystericaloverthephone.He'stryingbyallmeanstocalmherdown,afterawhile

she'scalmandmanagestogivethenameofthehospital.Hisparentswereinvolvedinacar

accident.He'sshakingandinpanicmode.Ican'tlethimdrivelikethis.Weswapseats,he'sabit

surprised.OfcourseIcandrive,allthankstomyolderbrother.I'magooddriverasamatterof

fact,beendrivingsincetheageof16.He'sonthephonetryingtoreachMpilo,withnoluck.He

callsManqobaandheanswersafter3rings,heinformshim.Atthisparticularmomentthere's

nofurtherdetails,allweknowistheywereinvolvedinanaccident.Wearriveinexcalty

18minutes,allthankstoGooglemaps.Assoonasthecarcomestoahalt,heopensthedoor

andrushinside.Ilockupthecar,it'sdifficultcatchinguptohim.IspotMrsNxumalosittingby

thewaitingarea,he'sbesideherinsecondsandpullsherinhisarms.She'swailing,I'm

uncertainwhethertojointhem.Thisseemslikeafamilymoment.BesidesMrsNxumaloisn't

fondofme,soIjustdecidetoget3cupsofcoffeefornow.

Iservethemthecoffee,it'sstilljustusthree.SurprisinglyMrsNxumalothanksmeforthe

coffeeandformysupport.Okay,thatwasunexpected.MaybeIinterpretedthewholefirst

encounterwrong,soIdecidetoburythehatchetandmoveon.Sherecitesthewholestory,they

werehavingsupperatafriend'splace.Ontheirwaybacktherewasacartailingthem.Mr



Nxumalotoldheraboutthecarbutshethoughthewasbeingridiculous.MrNxumalopickedup

speedandsodidthecar,hedecidedtodrivetothenearestpolicestation.Shesaysonthe

secondstopsignthecarcamespeedingtowardsthem,MrNxumalotriedtogetawayfromit

butitwastoolate.Thecarbumpedthemrepeatedlytheircarrolledtwiceandlandedonthe

driver'sside.It'sonlybyGod'sgraceMrsNxumalocameoutwithoutasinglescratch,Mr

NxumalowastrappedandtheyhadtouseJawsoflifetorescuehim.Hewasunconsciousand

hewasbleedingalot.Ican'tevenbegintoimaginewhatshemustbegoingthroughrightnow.

NkaistryingtobestrongforhismombutIcanseehe'sshockedandstressed.

FinallyManqobaarriveswithMpilo,Mpilorushestohismomandshestartswailingagain.

ManqobaispattingNkanyiso'sshoulder,that'smostlyhowmencomforteachother.Hetellsme

nottoworryhedroppedoffJaseandhisgirlfriendandwenttoMpilo'shousetopickhimup.I

decidetogetmorecoffeeforeveryone,it'stheleastIcandofornow.We'vebeenwaitinghere

forthepast3hours,thedoctorsarebusywithMrNxumaloinICU.Nkaissittingnexttomenow

andhisheadisrestingonmylap.Everyoneiscaughtupintheirownmisery,noconversation

whatsoeverbutwhocanblamethem.FinallytheDoctormakeshiswaytous.Heaskstospeak

tothefamilyonthesidebuthe'sgivenpermissiontospeakopenly.HetellsusMrNxumalois

stableandismovedtohisprivateward.Thefamilymayseehimforthenext15minutesbefore

he'ssedated.MrsNxumaloandMpiloarethefirsttoseehim.Nkaremainswithme,Idon't

evenwanttoarguerightnow.Hepullsmetowardsthewardwithhim.

Wemakeourwayin.MrsNxumaloandMpiloarealreadymakingtheirwayout.MrsNxumalo

patsmybackandgivesmeaweaksmile.Wesitinthesamebench.Nkaholdshisfather'shand,

helooksdownforthelongesttime.Withoutanywarninghespeaks.

NKANYISO:"Baba,ZwidekaLanga.Myking,fight.Westillneedyou,I'mherewithyourdaughter

inlaw.Iknowyou'llpullthrough,rememberyoustillhavetonameyourgrandkids"

Hejumps,there'sahugesmileonhisface.What'swrongwithhimnow.

NKANYISO:"mylovehesqueezedmyhand,Babacomebacktous,weneedyou.Thankyoufor

givingmeasignBaba.TomorrowI'llbeback,mykingandwewillhaveafullonconversation"

Thenursecomesintosedatehim,wehavenochoicebuttoleave.Hetellsthewholefamily



aboutthehandsqueeze,it'slikeheinjectedthemwithashotofhope.Everyone'smoodis

lighternow,I'mhappy.MrsNxumaloinstructsallofustojoinhandsforaprayer.Sheprays

straightfromtheheart,bythetimeshesaysAmen.Weareallintears,suchapowerfulprayer.

Weallleave.ManqobaandMpiloaredrivingwithMrsNxumalo.MrMe,getsinthepassenger

seat.Haaibo!thismancan'tbeserious.Igetbehindthewheel,thisfoolisallsmiles.There

goesmyluxuryofbeingdrivenaround.NONO!hecan'tbeserioushelowershisseat.

OKUHLE:"Don'tyoudaresleeponmeMr"

NKANYISO:"babyyoudrivesosmooth.Ican'thelpit,besidesonedowntwotogo.Remember

thefirsttimeyousleptonmeandthesecondtimeagain"

OKUHLE:"you'resuchagoat,soyouwerecounting"

NKANYISO:"notuntilIdiscoveredyouwereagooddriver.CanIsleepinpeacewifey"

OKUHLE:"ifyoudon'tmindsleepinginthecarthewholenight"

NKANYISO:"youwouldn'tdare"

OKUHLE:"tryme"

HemumblessomethingunderhisbreathbutIcatched"wenotevenmarriedyetbutthebullying

hasalreadystarted".Hebetternotstartwithme,ifheknowswhat'sgoodforhim.NotthatI'dlet

himsleepinthecar,I'mnotthatcruel.Sometimesalittlethreatgoesalongway.He'spouting,

suchalovelysight.I'minthevergeoflaughingbutI'mavoidingapossibleloversbrawl.

Theregoesmyservingsession,I'verealizedmyboyfriendheredoesn'twanttogetphysicalif

wearen'temotionallyokay.Lifeistooshort,IprayMrNxumalopullsthrough.Firstimpressions

don'talwayslastandtheyaren'taccurate.MrsNxumaloisthelivingproofofthat.He'ssnoring,

mygoodness.Whendidheevenfallasleep.

I'mparkedinhisdriveway.Isitforawhileandadmirethishandsomemanofmine.Withhisfull

lips,bushyeyebrowsandlonglashes.Iwonderifmykidswilltakeaftermeorhim.Ihopemy

daughterinheritsthoselashesandfulllips.Thetancomplexion,thedimplejustbeneathhiseye.

Thebeautyspotjustbelowthelowerlip.He'sabeautifulmanindeed.Ievenforgotaboutour

initialplanearlieron.Therewon'tbeanyserving,sleepingnexttohimissatisfyingenough.I

takemyphoneandsnaponePic.Ihavenochoicebuttowakehimnow.There'snowayI'm

pickinguphisbuffass.



OKUHLE:"love,baby,babe,Nka"

NKANYISO:"mhmm"

OKUHLE:"babewearehere,getup"

NKANYISO:"mmmhmmm"

OKUHLE:"reallynow.Nka!!!"

NKANYISO:"doyouhavetobesoloudbabe"

OKUHLE:"doyouhavetobesofastsleep"

NKANYISO:"babe,carrymeplease"

OKUHLE:"hahaha,youareveryfunny.Getyourassinthehouseplease"

He'smumblingsomethingagainbutthistimeIdon'tcatchit.Thisoneandgrumbling.Ipark

properlyinsidethegarage.IremindhimtocallhismomandMpilojusttocheckiftheygot

homesafe.Hedoesexactlythat,wemightignoreitfornowbutthataccidentwasintentional.

Someonewantedthemdead.Ifeelit'sstilladelicateissuetodiscuss.Whocoulddosucha

thing?Howdoyouintentionallybumpsomeone.AtleastMrNxumaloisstableandMrs

Nxumalocameoutwithnoinjuries.Iwonderhowaremyparents,suchincidentsmakesyou

appreciatelifeandthepeoplearoundyou.It'sprettylateI'llcheckuponthemtomorrow.He

comesback,apparentlyeverythingisgood.TheyhadtogiveMrsNxumaloasleepingtablet,she

kepthavingflashbacksoftoday'sincident.Shameman,that'shectic.

Whataday,weretiretobed.Todayhe'sholdingmetoocloselyandabittight.I'lljusthaveto

waittillhefallsasleepanduntanglemyselffromhisarms.Afterwhatseemstobeforever,I

hearhimbreathingheavily.That'sitfreedomforme.IdriftofftolalaLand.

Insert55

It'sbeenthreeweeksofattendingcounselingwithoutfail.Nka'sdadwasdischargedaweek

ago,hehasfullrecoveredbuttheDoctorbookedhimoffworkforamonth.Theinvestigations

arestillongoingbutnoarresthavebeenmadeasyet.There'ssecuritysurveillance24/7inthat

roadwheretheaccidenttookplace.Surprisinglythatfootagewaswipedoutwheretheaccident

tookplace.MrNxumaloonlyremembersthemodelandcolorofthecar.Unfortunatelythere



wasnonumberplate.WhoeverplannedthiswasverystrategicandImmaculatewiththeirplan,

lackofevidencehassloweddownprogressofthiscase.TheboyfriendandIhaven'tbeen

spendingmuchtimetogether.He'sswampedwithworkbutstillmakesittoourcounseling

sessions.There'sachauffernowappointedtodrivemearoundwheneverNkaisn'tavailableto

driveme.Isomehowfeelhismoreofasecurityguardthanachauffer.Justtheeotherdayhe

wasparkedoutsidemyflatthewholenight.ThesedaysI'vebeenspendingmostnightsatmy

place,withouttheboyfriendsaprovalofcourse.What'sthepointofsleepingaloneinthatbigass

house.

It'sFridaytoday,can'twaittoknockoffandsleep.LatelyI'vebeenfeelingmoretiredthanusual,

couldbefromlackofsleep.I'vegottensousedtosleepinginmyman'swarmarms.Sandisois

spendinganothermonthoverseassowestillpatientlywaitingforhim.TomorrowI'mhaving

lunchwiththeNxumalo's.I'mlookingforwardtoit,we'vebeengettingalongprettywellwiththe

Mrs.I'tslunchtimeandI'mchillingwiththeladies.Whatelsedowenormallydiscussexceptfor

lovelife,fashionandgossip.

NOMZAMO:"soladiestodayafterwork,yallwillhavethepleasureofmeetingmyman"

ANTOINETTE:"Mrbigspender,Ihonestlycan'twaittoseethemanbehindthatsmile"

OKUHLE:"Amentothat"

NOMZAMO:"weflyingstraighttotheEasternCapeTsitsikamalodge"

ANTOINETTE:"thisexplainsthebigbagyouhadthismorning"

OKUHLE:"howIcraveforaholidayrightnow,beachvibes,bikini,sippingonsomecocktails.

ANTOINETTE:"allyouhavetodoissaytheword,yourmanisloadedsweety.Justincaseyou

haven'tnoticed"

OKUHLE:"it'squiteimpossiblerightnow,youknowafterthewholeincident"

NOMZAMO:"howishebytheway,MrN?"

ANTOINETTE:"reallynow,themanwasherejusttheotherday"

OKUHLE:"she'sforeverdaydreamingaboutherromanticgetaways"

NOMZAMO:"ifonlyya'llwereinmyshoesladies.YouwouldunderstandexactlyhowIfeel.

Thatmanoccupiesmymind24/7"

ANTOINETTE:"let'shopethefeelingismutual.Onecanneverknowwiththosespecies"



NOMZAMO:"Don'thategirl,justembracesingleville.Someofuscampedthereforalmost

eternity"

OKUHLE:"enjoyitgirl,can'tItagalong.PromiseIwon'tbotheryall"

NOMZAMO:"maybenexttime.Ladieslet'sgetbacktowork,twomorehours.TsitsikamahereI

come"

Wedecidetocarryonwithourdailytasks.I'mthinkingofinvadingthemallafterwork.Geta

verydecentdressforluchtomorrow.They'vebeenaddressingmeastheirMakotithepasttwo

weeksinhospital.Myaimistoimpressandplease.It'sknockofftime,Ican'twaittohitthemall

.I'llprobablypassbyJaseforalittlecatchupgetsession.Anotherthing,I'vebeencallingthe

Khumalo'smoreoftenthanbefore.I'mthinkingofpayingthemavisitnextweekend.Nomzamo

isdoingthefinaltouchupofhermakeup.Shechangedanoutfitaswell.That'snewloveforyou.

Wearenowwaitingintheparkinglot,mychaufferisalreadywaitingforme.Thismanandtime

keepingyeerr.I'mnotleavingtillasyet,wehaveaMrmoneyspendertomeet.Idecideto

explaintothechaufferthewholesituationandjointheladiesagain.Clearlythismanwantsto

makeagrandentrance.We'vebeenwaitingforthepast17minutesnow.

There'sagolf7Gtiapproachingus.it'sredincolourwithtintedwindows.He'splaying

Blackmotion-Joy,alltheattentionisnowonhim.Themusicisplayingtooloud,Nomzamois

dancingandshe'sallsmiles.He'swearingdarkshades,waithelooksfamiliar.Icouldbewrong

though.Hestepsoutofthecar,damnIdon'tbelivemyeyes.Iknowthisscumbag,howdidhe

becomesuchabigspender.Iwonderwhatillegaldealinghe'sinto.He'sallswaggedup,pulling

thatbloodysidewalk.Shame,waittillhenoticesme.Nomzamoisbesideherselfwith

excitement.Shameifonlysheknewwhatlyingcheatthismanofhersis.Wheredidheleavethe

wifeandhischild,busyspendingmoneyonnewchicks.LasttimeIcheckedhepaidlobolafor

thebabymamaMos.

Hecomesclose,allofthesuddenhissmilefades.Helookslikehisworldhascometumbling

down.Nomzamograbshishandandpullshimclosertous.I'mcertainhewishtheworldcould

swallowhimrightthismoment.ThefirstintroductionstartswithAntoinettehetakesherhand

andgivesitaperk.Nomzamoissoexcited,clearlyhisdisplayingsignsofbeingatotal

gentleman.It'smyturnandhecan'tevenmaintaineyecontact.

NOMZAMO:"babethisistheloveofmylife"



OKUHLE:"Thulaniright"

NOMZAMO:"soyouguysknoweachotherorwasthatagoodguess"

THULANI:"ithappensbabe,apparentlyIhavethatfamiliarlookingfaceandacommonname"

Ijustlookathim,speechlessiswhatIam.Thismandatedmyfriendforyears.Ilivedwiththem

atsomepoint,nowhe'sdenyinghisidentity.Haaibo!Wondersshallneverend.WaittillJase

hearsaboutthis,I'mtornrightnow.Don'tknowifIshouldexposethissonofagunorleavehim.

Thetruthwilleventuallycomeout,hislieswillcatchupwithhimsoonerorlater.Ilookat

Nomzamosohappy,excitedandinlove.WhatrightdoIhavetoruinthismomentandcrashher

heart.MaybeIshouldjustletitbe,theguyjustactedlikeI'macompletestrangertohim.

Scratchthewholeideaofshopping.I'mgoingstraighttoJase,he'sdefinitelygonnagivemethe

rightadvise.Maybehemightjustexposehimforme.HetakesNomzamo'sbag,agentlemanhe

alwayshasbeen.Pityhe'sjustalyingcheatinreallife.Thisisallanact,arolethatheplaysso

well.Luringwomanandmantofallinlovewithhim,usethemandrunbacktohiswife.Wonder

howNomzamowillfeelhearinghermanplayforbothteams.Theshockthat'sabouttohither.

THULANI:"itwaslovelymeetingyouLadies,ifyou'llexcuseus.Meandmyladyhave

Tsitsikamatoexplore"

ANTOINETTE:"havefunguysanddon'tdoanythingIwouldn'tdo"

NOMZAMO:"trustmeI'llbedoingeverythingthatyouwon'tbedoingandmore"

ANTOINETTE:"behaveZamo"

AllImanagetosayisgoodbye,Antoinettemighthavesensedalittlesarcasminmystatement.

Shelooksatme,shrugshershouldersandleave.Thatwon'tbetheonlythingsshe'llbe

shruggingthedaythisliargetsexposed.Mrchaufferhasbeenwaitingforwaytoolongnow.

He'sstillonthephonewhenIgetinthebackseat.Ihearhimsaying

"don'tworryboss,I'llmakesureshe'ssafeandprotectedatalltimes"

Mustbenicewhoeveritisthathe'sreferringto.Imissmyman,it'sbeenaweekandhalfof

starvation.Wonderwhenishecomingtofulfillhisboyfriendduties.Idirectmychaufferto

Jase'splace,todayI'vegotsomejuicygossipformyMogheyfriend.IaskMrBodyguard/driver

topullupatthenearestbottlestore.Iget2bottlesofwine.Hegivesmeadisapprovinglook.

Whatthehell!IpretendasifIdidn'tnoticethedispleasedlook.Todaywegonnaneedmorewine



thanthis.AcallfromMrmecomesthrough,heremindsmeoftheluchdatetomorrow.AsifI

willforget,wouldn'tmissitfortheworld.Myinlawsasmileform'sonmyface.Iwonderhow

willJasetakethesenews.I'lldeliverthemanyway

Insert56

MychaufferdropsmeatJase'shouse.AsusualIdon'tknock,somethingsmellsdivine.I'm

instantlyhungry.Thismanmissedhiscalling,I'dpayafortunetoindulgeinhisbeeflasagneat

somefancyrestaurant.SwearI'venevermetanyonewhodoesitbetterthanhim.He's

Cookinghalfnaked,what'snew?Wegocrazy,hugging,blowingkisses.You'dswearwehaven't

seeneachotherinyears.Foodisserved,soisthewine.Wecatchupasusual.ThenIdeliverthe

newslikethepastordeliversasermon,allThulani'slatestshenanigans.Allhisdirtylaundry,out

intheopen.Hechokesonhisfood,thatwasexpected.Hisfacialexpressionsaysitall.Shock,

themanisflabbergasted.Whowouldn'tbe.Hedrinkswater,comesbacktakesthebottleof

wineanddrinkstraightfromit.

JASE:"thedevilsagentisstilloperatinghuuh"

OKUHLE:"he'sSatan'slastbornthatone"

JASE:"areyousurenotSatan'sconsultant"

OKUHLE:"he'sashareholderinhell"

JASE:"hahaha,thedevilsadvocate"

OKUHLE:"Satan'srighthandman"

JASE:"Idoubthehasthesamebloodasours,maybehe'sfromaspecialgalaxy.Wherethey

don'thaveheartsorfeelings"

OKUHLE:"he'sprobablythekingofthatplanethey"

JASE:"whichmakesmewonderwhere'sthatbitchkarma.Issheunderhispayrollor

something"

OKUHLE:"heprobablyseducedher"

JASE:"Iwouldn'tputitpasthim,plushissexgame"



OKUHLE:"yuck!sparemethedetails"

JASE:"hispoorfianceprobablythinkshe'sinsomebusinesstrip,hustlingfortheirfamily"

OKUHLE:"goingoutofhercooking,cleaningmakingtheirhouseahomemeanwhile"

JASE:"he'swining,diningandlayinghissidedish"

OKUHLE:"she'sgenuinelyhappyJase,theheartbreakthat'sabouttohither"

JASE:"she'llsurvive,wealldid"

OKUHLE:"whilehemovestohisnextproject,theunfairnessoflife"

JASE:"karmawilllocatehimoneofthesedays"

OKUHLE:"howmanyliveswouldhehaveruinedthen"

JASE:"he'llmeethismatch,watchandlearn"

ShamepoorZamo,asJasementioneditsnotourplacetowarnher.Everymanforhimself.We

continuewithourcrazyconversations.I'mintoxicated,spendinganightwillnothurtanyone

Mos.It'salmost10pmandImakemywaytothespareroom.I'msoexhausted,Jaselocksup.

I'lldefinitelybehungoverthenextmorning,wenttoohardonthatbottle.Ipassoutimmediately

aftergettinginsidethecovers.Iwakeupwithabangingheadache,waitdidn'tIsleepatJase's

placewhatamIdoinghere.Wasn'tIdreaming,myheadsheavy.Somethingsmellsnice,butI

can'tbringmyselfintoliftingmyhead.Hehelpsmebalancewithcushions.I'mgiventwo

painkillers,exactlywhatIneed.BreakfastlooksscrumptiousandI'mreadytodigin.Heliftsme

up,wemakeourwaytothebathroom.Hehandsmeatoothbrush.Afterbrushingmyteethand

washingmyface,heliftsmeupagain.Thedirectionisgoingtothebalcony,there'salittle

setup.Prettyromantic,hebringsthefood.Ineednoinvitationforthisoccasion.Wedigin.

There'snoconversation,onlysoundsofcutleryandtherefreshingmorningbreeze.He'susually

talkative,whyishesoclosedoffthismorning.HopefullyI'mnotbehindhisSuddenchangeof

mood.Wearedone,heclearsthetableandleaves.Haaibo!He'sdoingdisheswithoutmeItake

thedishclothandwipethedishes.Thesilenttreatment,he'sgivingme.Ican'ttakeit,what'shis

problem.

OKUHLE:"Babe"

NKANYISO:"yes"



OKUHLE:"areyoumadatme"

NKANYISO:"wow!AmImadatyou?Idon'tknow,maybethefactthatIhavetodrivearoundat

nightworryingsickaboutyoubecauseyourphoneringswithoutbeinganswered"

OKUHLE:"babeI'msorry,Icompletelyforgotaboutmyphone.Promiseitwon'thappenagain,

thatwasselfishofme"

NKANYISO:"love,yoursafetyismynumberonepriority.I'dgoinsaneifanythinghappensto

you.AllIaskisthatyouinformmeofyourwhereabouts,isitalottoaskbabe"

OKUHLE:"notatall,I'msorrylove.CanImakeituptoyou"

NKANYISO:"Icouldthinkofbetterways,butlet'sprepareforlunchwiththefamily"

OKUHLE:"aboringboyfriendyouare"

NKANYISO:"MaKhumaloI'mwarningyou"

OKUHLE:"whatyougonnadoaboutit"

NKANYISO:"youaren'tplayingfair"

OKUHLE:"lifeisn'tfair"

NKANYISO:"fuckLET-O"

Myfavoriteline,mostmightbewonderingwhatIdid.Thatshallforeverremainmysecret.I'm

kidding,Ipulledastripshow.Hiseyessaysitall,I'mabouttobeserved.Ileadhimtothe

kitchen,themischievoussmileonhisface.Iliftmyselftothekitchencounterandexposeallhis

goods.Amealfitenoughforaking.He'sbesidemeinablinkofaneye.Hetakesmeonthe

kitchencounter,againstthewall,onthefloor,wemovedtothecouchandendedupononeof

theguestsroom.I'msoexhaustedafteroursexrcise,webothpassout.

Wegetupthreehourslater,there'sstilltwohoursbeforelunchstarts.Theonlychallengeisthat

Ihavenoclothestowear.Weprepare,hedressesupandI'monlywearinghislooseT-shirtthat

looksmorelikeadress.Wegopassthemall,hebuysmeaverybeautifulexpensivedress.His

nofanofshopping,soI'mforcedtobuyataboutique.FromBra,panty,dressandshoeswith

accessories.Hedefinitelydoesn'tmindspending.Webuyaveryexpensivewhiskyforthefather,

flowersandchocolatesforthemom.I'mjustswiping,blackcardbaby.He'ssoamusedbyall

this.



NKANYISO:"letmeborrowyouthiscardforthenext7daysprovidedIdon'tcomealongon

theseshoppingsprees"

OKUHLE:"areyouseriousbabe?"

NKANYISO:"deadserious,ifyouremainagoodgirl.Imightjustletyoukeepit"

OKUHLE:"let'smakeadealifyouletmekeepit,I'dbeatyourservices.Today'skitchencounter

omnibus,everydayallday"

NKANYISO:"IlovethewayyouthinkMrsme,MrNxumaloseniorisgoingbacktoworknext

week.Let'sjustsay,I'lltakeyouroffermam"

Yeeey!I'mbacktobeingcalledMrsme,thepoweroftheV-jay-Jay.I'mlookingforwardtothis

familylunch.EspeciallysincemeandMrsNseniorarenowingoodterms.She'sreallynotabad

person,maybeshethoughtIwasjustafling.WearriveattheNxumalo'sresidents.It'sonlythe

parents,mpilo,hisfiance,MrandMrsme.It'squiteanintimatelunch.Wehavelunchindoors,

theconversationisflowing.MrNxumalohasfullyrecovered,Iwatchtheminadmiration.Their

lovestoryissobeautiful,todayIgottohearallaboutit.Mpiloissoexcitedonly3weeksleft

beforetheywalkdowntheaisle.TheyallturntoNka,hejustlookedownandsmile.Igetthe

feelingtheyarehidingsomethingfromme.Hopefullyit'snotanotherwoman,I'ddefinitelyloose

mymind.

Wespendthewholedaywiththefamily.I'mlookingforwardtomorelunchanddinnerdates

withmysecondfamily.Nkakepthavingthesesecretconversationswithhisdad.IWas

definitelypartofthediscussion,everynowandthenI'dcatchthemstaringatme.I'llfindout,I

havemywaysofgettingthingsthesedays.MrMewillknowmeverywell.

Wearemakingourwayhome,I'msuperexhausted.AllIwantisthatking-sizebed.He's

squeezingmythighsagain,nottonight.I'mstillverymuchsatisfiedwiththismornings

sexercise.I'mfatigued,thelastthingonmymindissex.ThefactthatIwon'thaveachauffeur

anymore,excitesme.MyveryownNkawillbedrivingmeupanddownonceagain.Matshepo,

Mpilo'sfianceaskedmeTobeoneofherbridesmaid.Icouldn'tdissapointher,tomorrowIhave

afittingappointmentwithhertailor.Theyneedtotakemymeasurementsforthedress.We

have3fullweekstopracticetheweddingstep.Thethoughtalone,istiring.Thingswedofor

familiesandourlovedones.NowI'mincludedinmostofherplanningfrompickingupthe

perfectbouquettothedecocolourselection.Mygoodness!

Insert57



Theweddingdayhasfinallyarrived,theexcitementisbeyondme.FeelslikeI'mtheonegetting

married.Iwassoinvolvedinalltheplanning,fromdecoselection,venuechoosing,lastminute

bridalshowerorganizing.Ipersonallyfeellikeit'smywedding,exceptforthefactthatIwon'tbe

wearingthewhitegown.Mrmeissulking,don'tunderstandwhat'shisproblem.Iforseea

punishmentcomingmyway,whointheirrightmindswantstheirwomantoskipabridalshower.

Youguessedrightonlyhimiscapableofsuch.Heblewupmyphonenonstopaftermidnight,

clearlytheBachelorpartywasn'tasinterestingasourbridalshower.Ifeelsorefreshed,wegot

pamperedrealgood.Frommanicures,pedicures,fullbodymassages,facialsandourmale

strippersurprise.Wehavearelaxedbride,I'mdefinitelyhavingasimilarbridalshowerwhenI

getmarried.WearebookedattheMistyhillscountryhotel,thisiswheretheweddingwilltake

place.

Everyoneisalldressedup,there's3makeupladies.Wearealldoneandready,thebrideisstill

gettingdressedup.That'senoughallowancetogocrazytakingpictures.Wesnapawaywithour

phones.There'saprofessionalcameraman,wetakefulladvantageofhim.MrsNcallsmein,

myjawisonthefloorwhenIseeMatshepo.She'sdropdeadgorgeous.Shelookslikesome

characterfromafairytalemovie.Hermermaiddressisaperfectfit,weweretogetherwhenshe

wentforafinalfitting.Herperfectfigureandthemakeupcombination,I'mspeechless.Nono!

Whatisthiswomandoing?Whyisshecryingnow.

MATSHEPO:"it'stearsofjoy,finallyI'mmarryingthemanofmydreams.Ow!LET-Ohe's

everythingI'vebeenprayingforandmore"

OKUHLE:"I'msohappyforyou.Youdeservealltheloveandhappiness"

MATSHEPO:"Ijustwishmyparentswereheretowitnessandcelebratethisdaywithme.I'mso

emotionalLET-O"

OKUHLE:"guesswhat,theyarelookingdownandsmilingatyou.I'msuretheyareveryproud

oftheironeandonlydaughter.Lookonthebrightsideyou'veearnedyourselftwomoreparents"

MATSHEPO:"Iknowthey'vewelcomedmewithwarmopenarms.Whatmorecanagirlaskfor

"

MrsNcomesbackwithallthebride'smaid,weallgatheraroundandholdhands.Sheblessus

withapowerfulprayer.Wegetreadytowalkourlovelybridedowntheaisle.IspotMpilo

standinginfrontandbesidehimismyperson.Lookingallsexyandhandsomeinhisnavyslim



fitsuit,headjusthistieassoonasitsmyturntowalkdown.Hewinksatme.Thatsmileonly

GodknowshowmuchIwanttograbandhavemywaywithhim.Floodsdownthere,he'sso

sexy.LordhavemercysuchthoughtsinthehouseofGod.Ourbridemakesherwayin,Mpilo's

eyesarewatery.HereIamruiningmymakeup,thismomentistoobeautiful.Ispotfewpeople

withtearsintheireyes.Mostladiesareintears.ThePrieststartswithhisceremony,inanhours

timewehaveournewlywedsMrandMrsNxumalo.Nowwecanstartwiththefestivities.

Wedance,eat,drink,celebratewithfamilyandclosefriends.Everyoneishavingsuchajol.Mr

andMrsNxumalosenioraredancingtoanoldsoulfuljazzsong.Thechemistrybetweenthem

istoostrong,Iwantaloveliketheirs.Hecan'tkeephiseyesoffher.Aftersomanyyears,hestill

looksatherlikeit'stheveryfirsttime.Thetypeoflovethatyouonlyreadaboutinnovelsor

watchinmovies,that'sexactlywhattheyhave.Ifeelarmsaroundme.Icatchhisscent,he

nibblesonmyneck.Ifhedoesn'tstop,Iwillriphisclothesapartandtakehimhereandnow.He

turnsmearound,hisgentletouchesaremakingmewetterthanwet.Thatsexysmile,the

bedroomeyes.

NKANYISO:"mayIhavethisdancemybeautifullady"

OKUHLE:"ofcourseyoumay,Mrme"

Heleadsmetothedancefloor.Mostcoupleshavejoinedthedancingfrenzy.Heholdsmywaist

andweswiftlymovetothemusic.He'swhisperingsweetnothingsinmyear,I'magigglingand

blushingmess.Theeffectthismanhasonme.I'vefallendeeperinlovewithhim.Wetakemore

pictureswiththenewlyweds.Myfeetarekillingmenow,I'msoexhausted.I'msogladwe

spendingthenightinthisbeautifulhotel.TodayI'mspendingthenightwithmyman.EarlierI

spottedFifi,ManqobaandSandiso.

FIFI:"finallywegettochat,girlyouareflames.There'ssomeoneIwantyoutomeet.She'svery

specialtome.come"

OKUHLE:"Ican'twait,let'smeetthem"

Sheleadsmeoutside,there'sabeautifultall,slimbrunettesmilingatus.Thisgirlisbusylicking

caramel,whowould'vethought.Theyengageinaliplockingkiss.Haaibo!They'veforgotten

aboutme.Wondersshallneverend.Fifiiswayshorter.It'squitefunnyhowshehastostandon

hertippytoesfortheirintimatemoment.Finallytheypulloutfromthekiss.There'snothing



sexierthantwowomankissing.Idefinitelydidn'tmindthisshow.

FIFI:"soLET-OthisisMarliseVanVuuren,theladyofmylife.Theonewhoholdsthekeytomy

heart"

MARLISE:"thebeautifulLET-O,nicetofinallyputthefacetoaname.I'veheardsomuchabout

you.BoyamIgladyoufamily,atsomepointIthoughtyou'dbethereasonIgetinvolvedina

catfight.Thisonehasbeentalkingalotaboutyou"

OKUHLE:"it'snicetomeetyoutoo,don'tworryaboutallthat.I'maddictedtovitaminD,sowe'll

nevergetinvolvedinacatfight"

MARLISE:"I'ddrinktothat"

FIFI:"speakingofdrinkingthere'sanopenbarnowanddrinksareflowing.Canourfeetleadus

tothatdirection"

OKUHLE:"I'ddrinktothat"

Wemakeourwaytothebar.Twoshotsofvodkawithlemon,Ifeelmyselfgettingdrunkreal

quick.Idecidetobefriendwaternow,cantaffordtohaveablackout.Thesetwoloversare

downingshotslikethere'snotomorrow.Theykeepdaringme,IknowmylimitandrightnowI'm

nottouchinganyintoxicatingbeverages.Thesetwoaresoloveydovey,Imissmymanrightnow.

Ibettergo,findhim.Idon'teveninformthem,theywon'tevenmissme.I'mabittipsy,that's

vodkaforyou.I'mbusygigglingallalone.Mymissionrightnowistofindmyboyfriend,these

shoes,honestly!Ican'tanymore.Onewrongstepthenit'sover.Idecidetotakethemoffand

walkbarefoot.It'squitefunny,whydidIhavetowearsuchhighheels.Owwait,theylookbetter

withthisdress.Thingswedoforbeauty.

IbumpintoSandiso,helooksatwithasmile.

SANDISO:"ourfutureMakoti,whyareyoubarefooted"

OKUHLE:"becauseofthese"

SANDISO:"OwnowIsee,howdidyouevensurviveinthosethewholeday.Dancinginthem

even"

OKUHLE:"thepricewepayforbeauty,thepricewepayforbeauty"



Webothlaugh,hehassuchacontagiouslaugh.Ican'thelpbutjoinin.Acrazythoughtjust

Crossedmymind.He'sprobablyseeingmylifethreeyearsfromnow.I'mprobablydrunk,never

messwithvodka.Helooksatmeandasmilebreaksfromhisface.RightnowI'dbehappyifhe

tellsmegoodnews.Asifhereadmymind.

SANDISO:"youworryalotoverthecleansingthing,don'tbe.Hewillfindyouwhenthetimeis

right.He'sdealingwithalotbutwhenthetimeisrighthewillfindyou"

Ahugereliefwashesoverme.Myprayershavebeenanswered,allthiswasn'tinvain.AtleastI

dealtwiththelossofmybabythroughcounseling.I'msohappyIneedtofindtheboyfriendand

sharethegoodnews.Ifeelhisarmsaroundme.Iturnandsmashmylipsonhis.

Ibreakthekissandstareintohiseyes.

NKANYISO:"I'vebeenlookingforyou,youdissaperedonme"

OKUHLE:"nowthatyou'vefoundmewhatareplanningtodowithme"

NKANYISO:"Iprefertodemonstrationit,Mrsme"

OKUHLE:"whydon'twejustdissappear,you'vebeensexuallytorturingmeallday.Youlook

goodenoughtoeatandI'mcravingformybuffet"

NKANYISO:"yourwishismycommand.Let'sgetoutofhere".

OKUHLE:"musictomyears"

Insert58

Twomonthslatereverythingisgoingwell,we'redonewithourcounselingsessions.I'mno

longerworriedoverthecleansingthing,wonderwhenwillBraMuzishowup.Thiscoming

weekenditsbacktoverulamforBhutiSiphiwe'slobolaandengagementcelebration.I'm

exhaustedasitis,maybeIshouldstartmyownbridalboutique,weddingplanningevents

company.I'veturnedintoanunpaidweddingconsultant.EverydayIt'smeandLangelihleon

watsappchoosingcolours,venuesanddressesfortheengagementparty.Theydecidedtowait

untiltheirbabiesareborn,beforetyingtheknot.ourpoorMakotilookslikeshe'sabouttopop



anydayfromnowbutshe'sonly7monthspregnant.

LatelyNomzamohasbeenactingratherstrange,she'salwaysjumpy.Justtheotherdayshe

waswearingapoloneckinthisheat.Antoinettewantedtoconfronther,webothagreednotto

getinvolved.Moghelwilleventuallyconfidewhenthetimeisright.Theatmosphereisnotthe

same,sometimesshe'llskiplunchandburyherselfwithwork.Icouldbewrongbutthat'sjustan

excusetoavoidus.Whateversbotheringherhaseverythingtodowiththatdevilsadvocate

Thulani.Shehasn'tmentionedhisnameinalongwhile,shegetsjumpywheneverhisnameis

mentioned.Antoinettelovestopryinotherpeople'sbusiness.Demandingdetailsontheir

weekendaways,thattopicseemstomakehermoreuncomfortable.Sheportrayssignsofa

womanwho'sbeingabused.Iscratchthatthoughtquickly,he'sacheatandapathologicalliar.I

doubthe'sawomanbasher,he'sneverliftedafingeronJase.ButNomzamo'ssuddenchange

ofbeahviourisquitealarming.

Wehavinglunch,justmeandAntoinette.It'salwaysjustustwothesedays.I'vebeentryingto

convincethisladynottoconfrontZamoforthepasttwoweeks.Today,seemslikeallmyefforts

areinvain.She'sonsomestubbornmode,onlyGodknowshowmuchI'vetried.Thedoorbangs

behindher,Ifeellikevanishingintothinher.ShecomesbackpullingZamobyherhand.Haaibo!

Idon'tthinkshecamewillingly.Thebangingofthedooragain.Zamostandsfoldingherhands,

adisasterwaitingtohappen.IattempttostandbutthelookAntoinettegivessendsmestraight

backtomyseat.WhyamIcaughtupinthissituation?

ANTOINETTE:"Zamoyou'vebeenignoringus,didwedoorsaysomethingthatoffendedyou

maybe?"

NOMZAMO:"whydon'tyoujustleavemealone.HonestlyIneedpeaceinmylife"

ANTOINETTE:"we'vebeengettingalongsowell,Ijustmissourconversations.Idon't

understandhowyou'djustswitchuponuswithoutanyvalidorproperexplanation"

Ihonestlydon'tthinkmytwocentswillmakeanydifference.Keepingmymouthshutseemslike

theperfectchoice.Idon'twanttoblaboutwhatI'vebeenthinkingandoffendherforreal.She's

avoidingeyecontact,mysuspicionsareratherconfirmed.MaybeIreadtoomuchmagazines

andwatchtoomanydocumentariesofabusedwomen.Shesighsheavily,Iprayshedoesn't

confirmmysuspicions.



ANTOINETTE:"sweetywhat'sbotheringyousomuchthatyou'dshutthewholeworldout"

NOMZAMO:"Idon'tevenknowwheretobegin,it'ssohard"

OKUHLE:"youcanalwaysstartfromthebeginningdoll"

NOMZAMO:"he'snotwhatIthoughthewas,he'samonster.He'spureevil,Idon'tevenknow

whatIsawinhim"

OKUHLE/ANTOINETTE:"comeheresweety"

Weembraceherinagrouphugandshebreaksdown.Iknewthiswasboundtohappensooner

orlater.Didshefindoutaboutthefianceandthechild?She'sdevastated,thisistooheavyfor

onetocarry.Apartofmefeelsguilty,maybeifIcameclean.Thiswould'vebeenavoided,but

thenhecould'veturneditallaround.Themaneventreatedmelikeacompletestranger.Either

way,wewould'veendedupwithsameresults.Zamowasgoingtobehurteitherway.Atleast

there'snoanimositybetweenus.Afterawhileshebreaksfreefromthehugandseatdown.We

sitbesideherintotalsilence.I'mlostforwords,theguiltisnotdoingmeanyjustice.

NOMZAMO:"he'sengagedtobemarriedwithachild.HowcanIbesostupid,thislovethingis

notforme.I'mtoogullibleandeverymanalwaystakesfromme.I'mjustapieceofmeatanda

funthingtopasstimetothem"

ANTOINETTE:"wow!Mrnicecharminggentleman,whatareyoutellingme"

NOMZAMO:"Iintroducedhimtomyfamily,hetoldthemIwashisfuturewifeandtheymust

expectlobolafromhimsoon.I'msuchajokerightnow"

OKUHLE:"Don'tbetoohardonyourself,youwouldn'thaveknown.Peoplearegoodin

pretending"

NOMZAMO:"thisoneisthemasterofpretence,hehadmeeatingoutofhishandlikealove

sickpuppy.Ibelievedeverythinghesaid"

ANTOINETTE:"sohowdidyoudiscoverhislies"

NOMZAMO:"mycousinbumpedintohimatsomefamilygathering,thewifeisrelatedtomy

cousinboyfriend'sfamily.Mycousinconfrontedhim,hedenieditbuttheywerelaterintroduced

toherasacouple"

ANTOINETTE:"that'sfuckedup"

NOMZAMO:"Iknowright,somycousininformedmeofherfindings.Iwasindenial,notmy



perfectman.Cometothinkofit,I'veneverbeentohisplace.Healwayshadstories,itwaseither

hotelsormyplace.TocutthestoryshortIdecidedtodomyowninvestigationsandwhatI

discoveredleftmedevastatedandintotalshock.Ihadhimfollowedandtheevidence

confirmedmycousinsstory"

OKUHLE:"I'msosorry,youdeservebetter.notalyingcheatlikehim.Itmighthurtnowbut

imaginefindingouttwoyearsdowntheline.Itwould'vedestroyedyou"

NOMZAMO:"Iguessyouareright,whenIconfrontedhimhewassoarrogant.Noapologies,no

remorse.Heplaintoldme,hewon'tleavehiswomanforme"

ANTOINETTE:"he'samonster,he'llgetwhat'scomingtohim"

NOMZAMO:"twoweekslater,herockeduponmydoor.Drunk,hedemandedsex.OfcourseI

didn'tagreetohisdemands.Soheslappedme,stillshocked.Themanbashedmybodyandleft

metherebleedingandinpain"

ANTOINETTE:"whatthefuck,Ihopethere'sacasewithhisnameandapolicevanonitsway

tofetchhim"

OKUHLE:"definitelyhemustbecountedtonightinjail"

NOMZAMO:"Iwassodownandconfused.ThoughtIcouldjustdealwiththismyway.You

knowbuthecamebackagainlastweekendandhedemandedwegetbacktogether,hewas

readytoslapmebutIfoughtback.Itfeltsodamngood,alltheanger.Hefoughtbackofcourse

"

Whatshedoesnext,wasquiteunexpected.Shetookusbysurprise,whenshestrippedher

clothes.MyGod,she'sbruisedandhasbitemarkonherthighs.Whatkindofamanbitesa

woman?Shelaughsoutloud.Weendupjoiningher.Thisisnolaughingmatterbutshenarrates

thewholestoryhowsheendedupwithbitemarks.Thiswomanisdangerous,shewas

stranglinghimwithherthighs.OnlyGodknowhowtheyendedupinthatpositioninthefirst

place.Shetellsus,Thulaniwillonlyreturnifhehasadeadwish.Welaughsomemore,she

definitelywasfedup.I'mgladshefoughtback,thatsonofagun.Would'veturnedherintohis

doormat,alwayspoppinginjusttosmackherandhavehiswaywithher.Shetellsushow

therapeuticitwastobashhim.Shefeltalltheangerdissappearingintheprocess.Hedeserved

it,onlyamonsterhastheabilitytoturnsuchaladyintoafightingmachine.

ANTOINETTE:"girlI'mcomingtoyouforsomedefencelessons,there'safewpeopleIwantto

stranglewithmythighs.Myfirstvictimiswillbethatnoseyneighbourofmine.Iwanttogoall

JohnCenaonherass"



OKUHLE:"Itrustyoutoturnaseriousmatterintoajoke"

NOMZAMO:"allthat'srequiredisThulani'spicture,Iswearthoselessonswillbefree"

OKUHLE:"yallaretoocrazy,Igiveup"

ANTOINETTE:"ifeverthere'sabitchtryingtocomebetweenyouandMrNxumalojunior.Look

nofurthercallusgirl.We'llbestranglingthatbitchinbetweenourthighs"

Crazyladies!

Insert59

Itbringsmejoytohavebothmyladiesbackagain.Wearebacktobeingteaandlunchbuddies.

Alwaysgossiping,yesterdaywealmostgotintotrouble.Ourlittlecatchupsessionmadeus

forgetthedurationofourlunch.Wesatthereforafullhourandahalf,luckilyMpiloisa

sweetheart.Heonlycametofetchusbecausethereceptionistphonewasringingnonestop.

WedecidedtohavedrinksWednesdaynightafterwork,it'spaydayafterall.Wewillgetplenty

oftimetositandcatchupforreal.JasewasinshockwhenIdeliveredthelatestThulani's

scandals.Iwasjustasshocked,maybeheknewhedidn'tstandachancewithJase.Hemight

begaybutthestrengthhehasisthatofaman.Sohethoughttwice,hispoorfiance.She's

probablyapunchingbag.

TodayMrmeisaccompanyingmetothemall.IhatelastminuteshoppingbutI'mleftwithno

choice.Ihavetogetadressformybrother'sengagementparty.Theblackcardisatmy

disposal,Iintendonmaxingitout.I'llneedafullweektoachievethat.Thepleasureofshopping

withBae,it'sboutiquesafterboutiques.Hehatesstandinginqueeuswithpassion.FinallyIfind

exactlywhatI'mlookingforatthethirdboutique,Iaddapairofshoesandaccessories.Heonly

buysatieandshoes.Iwonderhowhemanagedtohaveafullwardrobe,hepassionatelyhates

shopping.



It'sWednesdaynight,everythingisgoingasplanned.WefreshenedupinMrNxumalo'sseniors

office,ithasanensuitebathroom.OfcourseIhadtomakeithappen,afterconvincingNkaand

takingonefortheteam.Hesimplyallowedustouseit,providedweleaveitclean.Theseladies

theydon'tevenknowhowIhadtobendoverforthisfavour.Nomzamowasabitlatetoday,she

promisedtoinformusallaboutitduringourdinnerdate.Shehinteditsdramatic,itprobablyhas

everythingtodowithThulani.He'stheonlypersonwhobringsdramaintoZamo'slife.

Wesettleintothislovelyrestaurant.Weorderfoodanddrinks.It'ssuchalovelyenvironment,

midweeknottoofull.I'veneverhadgirlfriendsbefore,onlyJasehasbeenmyfriend.I'mkindof

enjoyingthisnewfoundsisterhood,it'squiterefreshing.WearewaitinginanticipationforZamo

todeliverthedramaticnews.Guessshewaswaitingforustofinisheatingfirst.

NOMZAMO:"soyesterdaywhilepreparingforwork.Therewasaloudknockonmydoor.I

open,onlytofindThulaniaccompaniedbythepolice.Theshock!"

ANTOINETTE:"whatthefuck,he'sreallyamentalcase.Whatdidtheywant"

NOMZAMO:"apparentlyIassaultedhim,thetwistedversiontohisstory.Iwasshocked"

OKUHLE:"wow!IthoughtI'veseenitall"

NOMZAMO:"sotheywantedtotakemewithforquestioningbuttheyweretoomanyloopholes

inhisstory"

ANTOINETTE:"girlgetmethisguy'saddress,heneedsmobjustice.Thenerve"

OKUHLE:"heprobablyneededsomesortofexplanationforhiswife,sowhatbetterwaythan

involvingthecops"

NOMZAMO:"hewentaboutitthewrongway,becauseafterdeliveringmysideofthestory.

Theyactuallywantedmetoopenacaseandhavehimarrested"

ANTOINETTE:"Ihopethat'sexactlywhatyoudid"

NOMZAMO:"Ijustdecidedtoopenaprotectionorderagainsthim"

OKUHLE:"serveshimwell,Ihopehehaslearnthislessonandstayfarawayfromyou"

ANTOINETTE:"Istillsayheneedsthecommunityjustice"

NOMZAMO:"Ineedthatchapterofmylifeclosednow,Ifeellikegoingonvacationafterallthis

drama"



OKUHLE:"youdeserveitbabe,afterallthedramaandsurvivingThulani.Youdefinitelyneeda

vacation"

Wehangaround,discussingallthecrazythings.Ican'tbelieveThulaniwouldstoopsolow.Who

doesthat,honestlyhissuchasorelosser.WaittillJasehearsaboutthis,he'lllaughtillhis

stomachhurts.Myphonerings,Nkaisverysweet.Hewasjustcheckinguponme,hewantsto

collectmeafterourdatewiththegirls.Iexcusemyself,I'mreallypressedIrushtotheladies.

ButwhatIhearnextmakesmestoponmytracksaspressedasIam.Wait,thatvoice.Iknow

thatvoicetoowell.Ifollowhislaughter,thereheis.Sittingsocousyandlaughingsofreely.He's

socarefree.Icantellthisisadatejudgingbyhowcloseandcousytheyare.MaybeIshouldn't

disturb,butit'stoolateforthatnow.Hehasalreadyspottedme.Hissignalingformetocome.

JASE:"whuuchomie,I'mguessingyouareherewiththeboyfriend.Whereishe?Youguyscan

joinus.Themorethemerrieriswhattheyalwayssay"

OKUHLE:"noI'mwithmycolleagues,wedecidedtohavesupperanddrinks"

JASE:"Iguessthisistheperfectmomenttointroduceyoutothemaninmylife,Lelemeet

GeorgeNelmyboyfriend.BabesthisisLelemybestfriend"

GEORGE:"suchapleasantsurprisetomeetyouLele"

OKUHLE:"likewise,I'msorrybutI'llhavetoexcusemyself.Ineedtheladies,it'sveryurgent"

GEORGE:"itwaslovelymeetingyou"

JASE:"babe,Ineedtheladiesaswell.Berightback"

Thismanhasadifferentaccentandhelooksdecentandmatured.SolongasJase'shappy

right,nothingbeatshappiness.Ican'twaittogethiminasecludedspacesowecangossipabit.

Wonderhowlongwasheplanningtokeephisnewfoundloveasecret.WhoamItoblamehim?

IalsotooktimetoinformhimaboutNka.NotthatIwashidinghim,butadultinggotintheway.

There'shardlytimeduringtheweektomeetupandcatchupwithfriends.Weattheladies,

ofcoursehecamewithme.Thenastystaresfromotherladies,doesn'tseemtobotherhimone

bit.

OKUHLE:"chomie,thenewmaninyourlifehuuh"

JASE:"IwasstillplanningaveryniceromanticdoubledatedinnertointroduceyouguystoMr



Nel"

OKUHLE:"lookatyourollingwiththeNel's,when,howandforhowlong"

JASE:"that'sastoryforanotherday,HemakesmehappyLele,he's52originallyfromHolland

buthemovedthissidethreeyearsagoafterdivorcinghiswife"

OKUHLE:"sohe'sbisexual?"

JASE:"yesLele"

OKUHLE:"ifhepullsaThulanionyou,tellhimZamoWilsorthimout"

Weburstoutinlaughter,thethighstrangleriswhatJasecallsher.I'mbeingrushedtofinishmy

businessbecausehecan'tmisstheopportunityofmeetingthethighStranglerinperson.

OfcourseNomzamodoesn'tknowthewholestorybetweenJaseandThulani.Jasecanbesuch

abore,hisexcitementovermeetingZamoisbeyondme.Guessshe'saherotohim,Jasenever

seekedforrevengeafterbreakingupwithThulani.HeprobablyseeNomzamoasaherofor

teachinghimalessonandputtinghiminhisplace.ThisIhavetosee.Weareslowly

approachingthetableandJasecan'tevencontainhisexcitement.

JASE:"HelloI'mJase,Lele'sbestfriend.It'slovelymeetingyouLadies"

ANTOINETTE:"I'mAntoinetteandthislovelyladyisNomzamo.WeareLET-O'scolleagues"

JASE:"ItwaslovelymeetingyouLadies,unfortunatelyIcan'tstayandchatforlong.I'mhere

withBae,letmegobackbeforehestartthinkingIditchedhim"

ANTOINETTE:"nexttimepleasedojoinus,youseemlikeaverypleasantpersontohangwith"

JASE:"Iwilldefinitelylikethat,letmegetgoingbeforeMkhuluBaestartasearchparty"

NOMZAMO:"wearedefinitelyinvitingyounexttime,Ineedtipsonhowtofindmyveryown

MkhuluBae.Maybeamatureoldmanwilldorightbyme"

JASE:"girl,mineissolaidbackandloaded.Theonlyproblemishe'spassedthepartyingand

clubbingphase"

NOMZAMO:"I'mwaypassthatstage,sohookasisterup"

OKUHLE:"thesearchpartyhasbegun,herecomesMkhuluBae"

JASE:"ladiesletmeloveandleaveyou"



Wewatchhimstruttinghisstuffallthewaytohisman'sarms.Theylookgoodtogether,he

definitelydoesn'tevenlookhisage.Helookslikehe'sinhisearlyforties.Theladiescan'tstop

commentingoverJase'sfashionsense.He'safashionista,waittilltheirsecondencounter.

Insert60

WearedrivingtoMpumalangawithBae,cantwaittoseetheKhumalo's.Nkahasbooked

himselfinattheguesthouse.Pitywewon'tevenspendqualitytimetogether.I'llbehecticly

busyassoonasIgethome.It'salwaysapleasuregoingonaroadtripwithhim.Therandom

stops,thepictures,foodandplayfulmomentswehavetogetherarepriceless.Saturdaywhile

thelobolanegotiationsaretakingplace,I'llbeinchargeofthedecoandcateringprocessatthe

hall.MyJobistomakesureeverythinggoesaccordingtoplan.ImightjustspendSaturday

nightwithBae.He'ssuddenlysulking,herewegoagain.

NKANYISO:"it'sdifficultbeingawayfromyoubabe,youcompleteme.HonestlyI'llwifeyou

soonerthanIthought"

OKUHLE:"wifemebabe,I'lldefinitelyenjoyhavingyouasmyhusband"

NKANYISO:"bepreparedtohave5kids"

OKUHLE:"5areyouinsaneNka"

NKANYISO:"initiallyIwanted9butIcan'thavemylovelywifepushing9headsso5willdo"

OKUHLE:"youarecompletelyinsane,Iwantthreekidsor4.Wecanhavetwosetsoftwins,that

meansvisitingthelabourwardonlytwotimes"

NKANYISO:"Ilovethatideawecanhavethreesetsoftwins,twoboys,twogirls,thenaboy

andagirlorwecanhavesextuplets"

OKUHLE:"raising6kidsatonce,I'dgoinsane"

NKANYISO:"we'llhavethreenannies,We'llbesortedbabe"

OKUHLE:"thenI'llbeforcedtobeahousewifeandraiseourkids"

NKANYISO:"thatwillmakemethehappiestmanintheplanet.Justdraftabusinessplan

down,thenyoucanrunthatbusinessfromhomebabe.Lifeistooshort,Ineedyoutobe

financiallystableifanythinghappenstome.Thislifeisjustunpredictable"



Myheartbreaksamilliontimesoverthatthought,thesearethekindoftopicthatIusuallyavoid.

Hetakesmyhand,looksdeepinmyeyes.HEcansensemyuneasiness,Ipraynottoever

experiencethatinthislifetime.Idon'tknowhowI'llcopewith6kidsifGoddecidestotakehim

fromus.

NKANYISO:"Iknowyoudon'tlikespeakingofsuchbutmylove,wehavetofacereality

sometimes.Thesethingshappen,eventogoodpeople.That'swhyIneedyoutobewelloff

beforeGodremembersme.That'swhyIworksohard,there'sbusinessventuresthatI'm

exploringonthesidebabe.I'malsointoproperty,allmytrustfundmoneywentdirectlythere"

OKUHLE:"handsomewithbrains,youareawholepackagebabe"

NKANYISO:"Iknowright,sowithalltheinterestcomingthrough.Iwasthinkingofsponsoring

youwithacapitalsoyoucanstartyourownbusiness.Maybeyourownspa,beautysalonor

boutiquejusttonamethefew.Findyourtruepassionthenwecanfinalizethisdiscussion"

OKUHLE:"I'lldefinitelydoso,thankyouonceagainforthisopportunity.PromiseI'lldomy

researchandgetbacktoyou"

NKANYISO:"norushbabe,Ijustwanttotakecareofyouevenbeyondthegrave"

OKUHLE:"youscaringmewiththistopic,areyoudyingbabe.Youwouldn'thidesuch

informationfromme.Willyou?"

NKANYISO:"I'mperfectlyhealthybabe,thesearemyownfearsthatI'maddressing.IdoubtI'll

evenrestinpeaceifyou'llbestrugglingwithoutme"

OKUHLE:"Ihearyoumylove,justsoyouknowwewillgrowoldtogethermeandyou"

NKANYISO:"ofcourseI'llstillbendyouovereveninour80's"

OKUHLE:"I'llbegrey,wrinklyandveryold"

NKANYISO:"trustmeI'llstillfindyousexyandattractivemylove"

OKUHLE:"youareonecrazybeing,doyouknowthat"

NKANYISO:"ofcourseIknow,nowsendmylovetomyin-laws.I'lldefinitelyseethemsoon"

OKUHLE:"Owyeah,takecarebabe.Seeyoutomorrownight.I'mcomingtospendthenight

sincetheengagementpartyisSunday"

NKANYISO:"musictomyears"



Hecomestomyside,opensthedoorformeandpullsmeintoawarmlovinghug.We

passionatelykiss,it'stimeformetoseetheKhumalo'sasdifficultasitistobreakawayfrom

thisembrace.Weareparked7housesawayfrommine.Somethingswillneverchange,Ispot

theneighborhoodgossipingsquadsomestillintheirsleepwearandgowns.It's4pmonaFriday

forcryingoutloud.Alleyesareonusnow,shouldIjustmentionthatnofucksaregivenfrommy

side.Mrmehandsmemybag,hepullsmeonceagainforanotherhugandaheatedkiss.Ihear

the"wuuuuandthetjo's"fromtheladies.Theyoungboysarewhistlingontheside,theattention

isonus.Suchaffectionatedisplaysarequiterareinourcommunity.Whathedoesnextleaves

meshy,hespanksmyassrealhard.Iturnandwalkstraighthome.hedrivesnexttomeslowly,

showeringmewithcompliments.soonasimatmygate,Hehootsanddrivesaway.

Homesweethome,mydadissittingwithtwoofhisbrothersandoneelderlyman.He'stheonly

one,I'mnotfamiliarwith.Judgingbytheirresemblancehe'sprobablyfamily.ThismeansI'llbea

tealadyfortherestoftheday.Mydad'sfacelightsupwhenheseesme.Igreetthemwith

respectafteragood20minutesofansweringquestionsaboutmyprofession,mystayinjoburg,

safetyprecautions,myboyfriend.WasIgladwhentheyfinallyreleasedme,theminiinterview

wasterrible.MaKhumaloiscookingassoonsheseesme,shelowerstheheatonthestove.I

knowexactlywhatitmeans,I'llhavetocontinuewiththepots.Notevenhalfanhourathome,

I'malreadybeingbullied.Itfeelsgoodtobehomeregardless.

I'vereceivedamessagefrommybhut'Siphiwe,he'llarriveintwohours.AtleastI'llgettocatch

upwiththetwinsfathertobe.Iknowforafactthathe'shavingdifficultyseparatingfromhis

fiancehencehehasn'tarrivedyet.It'sgoingtobealonweekend,mydutyasatealadyhas

alreadybegun.soisthecookingduty.MaKhumaloiswatchinghergospelchannelandbarking

orders.NowIagreewithNkanyiso,I'llhave5kids.ImagineifIhadtwosisters.We'llbesharing

dutiesequallyamongstus.IwonderwhatmadetheKhumalo'stoonlyhavetwokids,whiletheir

peerswerehaving9or8kids.Thatwon'tevensolveanythingnow,imtheonlygirlandrightnow

allthedutiesaresolelymyresponsibility.

Icheckupontheboyfriend,he'ssettledinandasusualhe'smissingmenotasmuchasImiss

himthough.Ican'tevenstayforlonginthephone,theyarecallingme.Theyaresendingmeto

thebottlestoretobuysmirnoffvodkaforoneoftheuncles.Theyareloudasitis,itwillonlyget

worseuponmyreturntothebottlestore.Thefunnypart,theyaresendingmewithmyown

money.Idecidetogetthreebottles,billtong,peanutsfortheman.ForMakhumaloIgettennis

biscuits,chocolates,snacks,fruitsanddifferenttypesofcooldrinks.Iknowthemoncethey

sendmeonce,I'llhavetogoagainandagain.Sowhynotstockupandavoidunnecessarytrips.



I'lldropthesethings,dishupandcheckuponJase'smomandsister.It'sbeenawhileandI

mightneedafewgoodiesforthemalso.

Uponmywayhomeaveryfancycarpullsovernexttome,thewindowrollsdown.Idon'tbelieve

thishehasdonesowellforhimself.He'sbuffedupabit,clearlyhevisitsgymtoooften.He

smilesatmewiththosepearlywhites.

SMANGA:"Lele,it'ssogoodtoseeyou.Lookingbeautifulasalways"

OKUHLE:"youlookinggoodyourself,you'vebecomeagymfanaticIsee"

SMANGA:"atleastsomeonenotices,moremotivationformetocarryon"

OKUHLE:"it'sgoodseeingyou,letmegetgoing"

SMANGA:"howaboutwegooutforlunchasfriendsofcourse"

OKUHLE:"I'dloveto,butunfortunatelyI'mswampedthiswholeweekend"

SMANGA:"maybenexttime"

Therewillneverbeanexttime,Iwasonlybeingpolite.There'snoroomforexes,I'llneverinvite

acomplicationinmylifeandrisklosingwhatIhave.Thatshiphaslongsailed.

SMANGA:"takecareofyourself,justsoyouknowI'llalwaysloveyou"

TosayIwasshockedwouldbeanunderstatement!

Insert61

Bhut'Siphiweisalreadyhome,hiscarisparkedinthedriveway.Whatarelief,atleastthey'll

havesomeonetoruntheirerrands.Bottlestoreerrandstobeexact.Idelivertheirparcelsand

excusemyself.I'minstructedtoclosethedoorbehind,theyareprobablyhavingameeting

regardinglobolanegotiations.MaKhumaloistakinganap,justgreat.Ibrowsemysocial

networks,JasejustcheckedinPE,Wownicelifeproblems.MkhuluBaetaggedhim.avery



cousypicturesofthem,captioned"loveliveshere"thisisbeautiful.I'mreadytocommentwhen

oneofthecommentscatchmyattention

"youleftusforafuckenblackman,you'llburnandrotinhell"mycuriositygetsthebetterof

me,it'stheexwife.She'soneangrywoman.Icomment

"wowsuchalovelycouple,mayGodblessthiswonderfulunion"

Sherepliesonmycommentwithangryemoticons.Shameshe'llbestrong,thisismyfriendand

I'llsupporthimtilltheend.

I'mdisturbedbyaknockonmydoor.It'smybrotherwaitingformewithopenarms.Wehug,

goshI'vemissedhim.Imakeawayforhimtocomein.Hesitsinachairnexttomybed.Hehas

gainedweight,wowourMakotiisdoingawonderfuljob.Thismanisglowing,couldbethe

pregnancy.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"snortyface"

OKUHLE:"Don'tstartBhuti,asanauntI'mpassingdownthatnametomytwoniecesor

Nephews"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Don'tyoudare,you'llalwaysbemysnortyface.Marriedornot,you'llremain

mysnortyface"

OKUHLE:"sotomorrow,weareofficiallyfetchingourbride.I'msoproudofyoubigbrother.

Soonyou'llbeaFathertotwobeautifulkids"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Godreallyoutdonehimselfbysendinganangelmyway.I'mreallygrateful,I

worshipthegroundshewalkson.Lookingbackatmypast,I'mgladtohavemetalltheunstable

woman.ItmademematureandappreciatethegoodwomanLangelihleis"

OKUHLE:"Iknowexactlywhatyoumean"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"soundslikeyoutalkingfromexperience.Lele!earthtoLele"

OKUHLE:"I'msorrymymindjustdriftedoffsomewhere"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"ifIdidn'tknowanybetter,I'dsayyourelatetomylaststatement"

OKUHLE:"mybigbrotherthere'ssomeonespecialinmylife.Hehasshoweredmewithlove

fromdayone.HonestlyI'mincompletewheneverweareapart"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Imustmeethimfirst,hemustprovehimselftome"



OKUHLE:"mypoormanBhuti"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"waittillIrufflehimupabit,heneedstoknowthere'samanwhowillkillfor

you"

OKUHLE:"somehowIthinkyoutwowillgetalongprettywell"

Hisphonedisturbsus,heattendstoit.Ijusthearbythesweetestnameshisuttering,itsthe

loveofhislove.I'msohappyforhim,honestlyhedeserveshappiness.Afterallthedrama

queenshehasbeendatinginthepast.Bab'Khumalojustcalledhimafterhiscall.Mightaswell

forgetabouthimcomingback.TomorrowIhaveaverybusyschedule,I'llprobablybeonmy

feetthewholeday.Theexhaustionhasgottenthebetterofme.Ilockupmyroomandtakea

nap.There'saknockonthedoor,howlonghaveIbeensleeping.Icheckthetime,it's5:20am

Saturdaymorning.GoodnessMaKhumalowon'tgivemetimetorest.Iknowhertoowell,she

wokemeupforchoresandtohelpwithbreakfast.Wearedonewitheverythingby7am.Allthe

Khumalo'saregatheredinthetableforbreakfast,theytakeoffaftertheirmeal.Dishes,yeeerr!

WhatchoicedoIhave.Perksofbeingtheonlygirlchild.

Iwrapupeverything,theboyfriendisalreadywaitingforme.Hedrivesmetothevenue,theyare

alreadybusysettingup.Alltheselectedfoodareonthemenu.Theladyissokind,sheprepared

eachandeverysampleoffoodincludedonthemenufortasting.Nkaishavingafeast,he's

literallyeatingbigpotions.Luckilyit'sjustustwo.Afterourtastingsession,Ihaveaveryfulland

satisfiedMan.Wedecidetogopasshisplace,todayMaKhumalowillforgiveme.Ineedshag

fromMrMe.TheinitialplanwastospendthenightbutMrboyfrienddoesn'tthinkit'sagreat

idea.What'shisproblem?

Wedrivetotheguesthousethathe'sbookedin.Mygoodness,Iinstantlyfallinlovewiththis

place.It'ssopeaceful,surroundedbynature.There'sabigswimmingpool,treesalloverand

mountainsnotsofarbehindthislodge.Wow,Iwouldn'tmindspendingthewholeweekendhere.

I'msotaken,evenforgetIwassulkingjustafewminutesago.Hisfacelightsupbymysudden

changeofmood.Hetakesmyhandandleadsmetotheback.There'sgardenchairsandswings

nottoofarawayfromthegarden.Ifeellikeasmallchildinafactoryshop.Iruntotheswings

andhe'srightbehindmebarefooted.Whendidheeventakeoffhisshoes.Itakeoffmyshoes

andimmediatelyaftersitingintheswing,hestartspushingit.Thefreshairfromthestream

andtrees.I'msorelaxed,hepushesmehardereachtime.I'magigglingmess,whydidn'the

invitemeoveryesterday.

Theswingcomestoacompletestop,I'msorelaxed.It'ssoquiteIhaven'tseenanyonethepast

15minuteswe'vebeenhere.



OKUHLE:"thisplaceissobeautifulandpeaceful.Whydidn'tyouinvitemeyesterday"

NKANYISO:"yesterdayyouhadtobewiththefamily,soIfiguredtodaywewillhaveenough

timetoexplorethisplace"

OKUHLE:"wowbabe,I'minlovewiththisplace.Can'tIjuststayatthispeacefulandquite

environment"

NKANYISO:"soyouloveithuh.Iwasthinkingaftertwoweeks.Wecancomebackandhave

ourminivacationhere"

OKUHLE:"reallybabe!Youarenotmessingwithme?"

NKANYISO:"nobabe,thiscouldbeourlittlesanctuary.Youknowwhenwearetiredofthecity.

Wecanalwayscomeheretounwindabit"

OKUHLE:"wowbabe,I'mspeechless.I'msoexcited!ThisisbyfarthegreatestnewsI'veheard

allday"

NKANYISO:"anythingforyoumylove"

Iscreamandjumpintohisarms.Hecatchesmeandsmashhislipsonmine.Thekississo

passionateheistakinghistimeexploringmymouthwithhistongue.Mylegsarewrapped

aroundhiswaist.Hiskisseshaveopenedmyfloodgates.I'mdrippingwet,doesn'tevenhelp

thatI'mwearingaflowingshortdress.Onehandofhisgrabsmyass.Igaspforair,thefeelingis

intense.Weareoutdoors,mynaughtysideiscreepingin.Iwanthimtotakemehereandnow.

Ihavebothmyhandsbehindhishead,I'mgentlystrokinghisheadwithonehandofmine.I

knowhowmuchthatturnshimon.

NKANYISO:"fuckLET-O,Ireallywanttotakeyouhereandnow.Theoldcouplethatownsthis

lodgearearound.Theymightjustwalkinonus"

OKUHLE:"canweexploreyourbedinstead"

NKANYISO:"ofcourseMrsme"

Myphonerings,reallynow.She'ssuchapartypooper,theregoesourplanofexploringthis

beautifulplace.SeemslikeIwon'tbegettinganyactiontonightorthisweekend.Whatcouldbe

sourgentthatI'mdeprivedanorgasm.I'msulkingonceagain,babetrytoupliftmymood.He



justdoesn'tgetit,Iwasactuallylookingforwardtooursweatingsession.Hepullsmetohis

room,slamsthedoorbehindusandpinsmetothewall.Heunzipshispantsandpullsdownmy

panties.Heliftsonelegofmineandslamsin.Hekissmeeversohungrily,thisisroughand

rushed.I'menjoyingeveryminuteofit.Thefactthatwearestilldressedmakesitevenmore

enjoyable.Gosh,Iwrapmylegsaroundhiswaist.Thepleasureiskickingin,Ifeelmyselfthe

wavesapproaching.Thefrictionofhisdenimagainstmythighsisdoingthingstome.Mybare

behindagainstthewoodendoor,howdoIexplainthisfeeling.Hiswarmbreathagainstmyneck,

hismoansandthewayhekeepssqueezingmythighwitheverypump.Thepleasureiswaytoo

much,withonefinalstroke.Iscreamandreleaseallmyjuices.Hefollowsrightafterme,I'mtoo

weak.Mykneesareshaking,westayinthatpositionforalittlewhile.Hepicksmeupandwalk

ustotheshower.I'msexedupgood

Insert62

He'sdrivingmebackhome,I'minsuchgoodspirits.I'mawomanwhogotserved,awholedamn

buffet.Weareparkedfewhousesawayfrommyplace,it'stimeformetogohome.It'salways

difficultseparatingfromhim.He'sholdingmebymywaist,allIseeisloveinhiseyes.Without

anywarningheattacksmylips,wekisspassionatelyignoringallthechanting,whistlesand

cheersgoingonaroundus.Mykneesareweakalloveragain.Seetheeffectthismanhasonme,

I'mhotandbotheredalloveragain.Icannevergetenoughofhim,thefeelingismutualjudging

bythebulgeinhispants.Ibettergetgoingbeforewegetarrestedforpublicindecency.Owmy

goodnessBhut'Siphiwesaweverything,Ican'tevenbringmyselftolookathim.Tomake

mattersworsetheboyfriend,hootsandwhistlesdrivingpastme.Ifeelalecturecoming.He's

standingleaningagainstourwallfencewithtwoofhisfriends.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Myyoungsister,thekissingstar"

OKUHLE:"HaaBhuti,I'msorryyouhadtowitnessthat"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"whenarewemeetingthisconfidentguy,whoturnsmyinnocentsisterintoa

publickissingfigure"

OKUHLE:"tomorrowBhuti,he'smydatefortheengagementparty"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"goodIneedtobreakhisJawsfortheact,thatI'vejustwitnessedbetween

thetwoofyou"

OKUHLE:"HaaaBhutithat'sunfairIwelcomedmysisterinlawwithlovingwarmarms,return



thefavourplease"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"toobadIneedtorufflehimupabit"

OKUHLE:"I'mnolongeryoursnortyface"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"wowyoulovehimthatmuch"

Ijustblush,howdidthisconversationgettothislevel.I'mnotabouttodiscussthosedetails

withhisfriendsaround.Theotheroneismakingmeuncomfortablethewayhisscanningmeup

anddown.IleavethemthereandattendtoMaKhumalo.Shelookssurprisedtoseemehome,

Haaibo!Didn'tshesummonedmehome.

MAKHUMALO:"youarehomeearly"

OKUHLE:"onlyfollowingyourordersMa,yousaidit'surgent"

MAKHUMALO:"wait,IwantedyoutodosomethingformebutnowIcan'tremember.It'sokay

youcangobacktoyourfriends.I'llcallyouonceIrememberwhatIneededyouherefor"

OKUHLE:"hawu!MaKhumalo"

MAKHUMALO:"what'swrong,whyareyouhavingyourhandsoveryourhead.DidIdisturbyou

fromsomethingimportantmaybe"

OKUHLE:"ofcourse,Ownevermind"

MAKHUMALO:"youcangobackandfinishupwhateveritisthatyouweredoing,promisenotto

disturbyou"

OKUHLE:"thinkI'llgopassJase'shouse"

MAKHUMALO:"sendmygreetingstohisMom,youknowLele,that'sonestrongwoman.She

foughtagainstthateviluncle.Hetriedtakingoverhisbrothershouse,thatmanispureevil"

OKUHLE:"IknowhimtoowellMaKhumalo,hecausedhavocduringthefuneralpreparations.

He'sanopportunistthatman"

MAKHUMALO:"I'mgladhisplandidn'tsucceedmychild,hisdayiscoming"

OKUHLE:"karmawilldealwithhim"

MAKHUMALO:"doyouknowwhat'sthelatestLele,Iwassoshocked.Jase'sfatherhadan

affairwithausieMantwa.They'vebeenatitforyears,rumourhasitthattheyhaveaboychild



together.ObviouslyshehadtomovethatboybecausehelooksexactlylikeJase"

OKUHLE:"that'sheavyMaKhumalo,howcanhehaveanaffairwithAusieMantwatheir

neighbour"

MAKHUMALO:"that'slifeforyou"

OKUHLE:"he'sanevilman,exactlylikehisbrother"

MAKHUMALO:"Don'tspeakillofthedeadLele"

OKUHLE:"Idon'thaveanyrespectforamanwho'sunfaithfultohiswife,worsehavinganaffair

nextdoor.Sies!Deadoralive.Norespectwillbegivenfrommyside"

MAKHUMALO:"rumouralsohasitthatThandithetownshipdrunk,usetobehisbootycallalso"

OKUHLE:"aayMaKhumalo,whatwaswrongwithBab'Mbatha.AayIdon'twanttohearanyof

hissecrets.Butthechildhissecretson,deservestomeethissiblings"

MAKHUMALO:"AunsieMantwadismissedthosenewsveryquickly.apparentlyoneofher

familymembersapproachedtheMbatha'sfamilybecauseshebelievesachilddeservesto

knowhisfamily.TheysaytheboyisateenagerandhisJase'sreplica"

OKUHLE:"poorMrsMbatha,wonderhowisshetakingallthis.Imaginefindingoutyour

husbandleftasecretchildbehind.Let'snotevengetstartedonthenextdooraffair"

MAKHUMALO:"youarestillyoungtounderstandmychild"

OKUHLE:"whatifBab'Khumaloalsohasasecretchild"

MAKHUMALO:"I'mtoooldnowtobefightingorthrowingtantrumsbutI'lldefinitelypoisonhim"

OKUHLE:"aahMama,that'sourfatherwetalkingabouthere.You'llbearrestedMos"

MAKHUMALO:"whosaidanythingaboutkilling,I'djustmakehimsufferfromdiarrheafora

monthorso.Thatwillbemypunishment.Everytimehesitsinthattoiletseat,he'llhavetimeto

thinkaboutallthecrapthathedid"

OKUHLE:"I'mdefinitelypunishmyhusbandinthatmanner,he'llshitallthecraphisbeendoing

behindmyback"

It'sbeennicecatchinguponsomelatesttownshipgossipwithmommydearest.Eventhough

sherobbedmeofsomegoodorgasms.Noweverythingwasrushedandforwhat!Shecan't

recallwhatsheneededmeherefor.It'sunfair,sheandBab'Khumalohititwhenevertheyfeel

likeit.Thosetwooldfreaks,whyismyminddriftingthereinthefirstplace.That'sbecauseIleft

myboyfriendandrushedhomeforabsolutelynothing.AtleastImanagedtohavesomeprivate



timewithMaKhumalo.PoorMaMbatha,findingoutallthesedirtysecretsaboutyourlate

husband.WonderhowI'dcopeinhershoes,I'llprobablyhavehisbodyexhumedandgivehima

properpunishment.Yeses!Mybloodboilsjustthinkingaboutit.Maybesomesecretsarebetter

lefthidden,butit'ssuchasmallworld.Imaginesiblingsdatingeachother,allbecauseof

situationslikethisone.They'vebeenmarriedforsolong,what'smarriageallabout?Hidingdirty

secrets,havingaffairs.Ifthisiswhatitentails,thenitcanpassmeby.Ihonestlydon't

understandhowhesleptnexttohiswifealltheseyearsandfailtotellherthetruth.Asmuchas

it'llhurtme,I'dpreferknowing.Thenit'suptomeifIstayorleave.

I'mcaughtbetweenarockandahardplace.MaybeIshouldgovisitMaMbathaandconvince

hertotellJaseabouthisnewlyfoundsibling.Wellithasn'tbeenconfirmedyet,butthere'saway

offindingoutthesethings.Ibettergetgoingbeforeit'sgetslate.Goodshotmybrotherhasleft

withhisfriends.Especiallythatonewhogivesmethecreeps.BeforeIcouldevenreachJase's

housethere'ssomeonecallingme.Whocoulditbe.Lordno,howcanyouforsakemelikethis.I

wishthegroundcanopenupandswallowme.Icannever,he'srunningtowardsme.CanIjust

sayI'malreadycreepedout,thisisprovingtobeaverylongday.beingdisturbedfrommy

orgasmsession,tobetotallycreepedoutbythisguy.

CREEPYGUY:"I'msogladIgotthisopportunityLele,I'vebeenmeaningtotalktoyou.I'vebeen

watchingyouforawhile,eventhelasttimeyouwereherebutIdidn'thavethegutstostand

beforeyouanddeliverwhatI'mabouttosay"

DearGod,No.Icanalreadyseewhereallthisisgoing.Whydothesethingshavetohappento

me?WhohaveIwrongedreally?I'mtryingtomaintainmycoolbutI'mfailing.Hecomescloser

andgrabsmyhand,thewayhislookingatmelikeI'msomekindofasnack.Hesmiles,

somebodykillmenow.ArethosegrillsthatIseeandthreegoldteeth.Maybethisisahitwith

othergirls,definitelynotme.I'msodisgusted,hehasatightgriponmywrist.IfeellikeI'm

beingharrased,whyishetouchingmeinthefirstplace.

CRERPYGUY:"LeleIknowyoumightconsidermeasabigbrother,sinceI'mfriendswith

Siphiwe.I'vebeenwatchingyouLeleandyou'veturnedintothiscurvaceouslittleshawtyandIt

gotmethinkingmaybewemightkickit.Imeancanyoubemyshawty"

Bhut'Siphiweissuddenlyappearsandthecreeplet'sgoofmyhand.Wtf



Insert63

Mrcreepyguylooksabitannoyedbymybrotherssuddenappearance.Serveshimgood,my

brotherjustsavedmefromhissicktwistedadvances.Mywristissore,thiscreepwasona

missiontoparalyzemyhand.Iasktobeexcusedandthecreepwinksatme.Thenerveofthis

man.Bhut'Siphiweislookingatmesuspiciously.Hetakesmyhandandinspectsmywrist.Oh

mygoodness,herecomesdrama.TheonlythingIneedistogetawayfromthiscreep,he

suddenlylooksuncomfortable.Heknowsexactlywhatmybrotheriscapableof.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"whathappenedtoyourwrist?"

Helookssoconcerned.Mrcreepyguyislookingatmewithmercifuleyes.I'mcaughtbetweena

rockandahardplaceonceagain.Thiscouldgetuglyrealquick.Mybrotherhasalwaysbeen

overprotectiveoverme.Idecidetoavoiddrama.IfItellmybrother,he'llmurderthismanwith

hisbarehands.Hecan'tspendanightinjailpriortohisengagementcelebration.Iplayitcool

andtellhimit'sprobablyanallergicreactionfromthecleaningdetergents.Hedoesn'treallybuy

mystory,deepdownheknowsI'mlying.Iknowthisdiscussionisnotover,wewilldefinitely

revisitthistopicagain.Probablytonight,Icanlivewiththat.Hepatsmyshoulderandleaves

withhiscreepyfriend.

IbumpintoSis'Thandi,shelooksreallysick.Shehaslostalotofweightbutshe'scarrying3

bottlesofHeineken.Thiswomanwilldrinkherselftothegrave,sheprobablyhasnothingto

loose.Thearomathatfeelsupmynostrils,assoonasIentertheMbatha'sresidence.

somethingsmellssodivineandIknowwho'sresponsibleforit.Thefamouslambstew,this

womanknowsherwayaroundthekitchen.Iletmyselfinwithoutknocking,thebadhabitI've

masteredovertheyears.She'sbusymixingherherbsandspices,thesuddenhungerthattakes

overmeisunmeasurable.Jasereallytakesafterhismom,thecooking,friendlinessandhisbig

heart.

OKUHLE:"Mama,howareyou"

MAMBATHA:"Leleyoualmostgavemeafright.Comehere"



Sheembracemeinherwarmlovingarms.Shereallylooksbetterthanourlastencounter.The

complimentsshe'sshoweringmewith,hasmeblushingfordays.Thewaythiswoman

conductsherself,she'sadefinitionofalady.Herfashionsense,you'llnevercatchherwearing

thosesishweshwedressesthatallherpeersarewearing.That'sanotherthingJasetakesafter

her.IwonderwhereNtombiis,butthat'snoneofmybusiness.Imaketwocupsofteaforus,we

sitintheloungeandcatchup.Anotherminiinterviewaboutmylovelife,well-being,workand

education.Finallymyinterviewisover,nowit'smyturntointerviewher.OfcourseIwon'task

aboutherhusband'sinfedilitiesandsecretchild,justherwellbeing.

There'snoexceptionevenwhenI'mhere,thisislikeasecondhome.I'mdishingupfortheboth

ofus.Iknowthedisheswillbewaitingformeaswell,choresaremydailyroutinewheneverI'm

inverulam.Weeatoveraveryseriousconversation,todayI'mgettingalllife'sgreatestadvices

andlessons.Wetouchupagainonthelovelifetopic,thistimearoundNkaisthemaintopic.It

wasn'tmyintentiontogothatroutebutwesomehowhowgotwheeledinthatdirection,

conversationwise.Shetellsmehe'sakeeperandIneedtorespecthim,thatwayhe'llshower

mewithlove.

Iwatchthisstrongwomanintotaladmiration.howshestillmanagestosmileandlaughafter

somanyheavystorms,remainsamysterytome.She'ssoeasytotalkto,Ican'tevendiscuss

mylovelifewithMaKhumalo.Thisvisithasbeennothingbutablessingindisguise.Shefinally

opensupaboutthesecretchild,butI'msparedthedetailsonhowthechildcameabout.She

indirectlyaskformyopinion.Ibasicallyadvisehertorequestameetingandinformherkidsof

themysterychild.Theydeservetoknowthetruth,soistheirsibling.Ican'tbelieveit'salmost

8pmalready,timefliesindeedwhenyouhavingfun.ThisremindsmeofallthetimewhenI'dget

intotroubleforcominghomelate.Bhut'Siphiwewasalwaystheonetosavemefromgettinga

hiding.Helatertookituponhimselftoalwaysfetchmebeforegoinghome.

Weendourdiscussionwithprayer,Kneelingfor20minutesinacarpetisnochild'splay.She

takesmeupuntilthegate.Ishould'vebroughtmyphone,nowIhavetowalkhomeinthisdark.

There'sstillpeoplewalkingupanddown,thatbringscomforttome.It'safewhousesfrommy

placeanyway.Notthisagain,guesswhoIbumpedinto.YepyouguessedrightMrCreep.

MRCREEPYGUY:"thismustbemyluckyday,twotimesinarow.Thisgivesusplentyoftime

tofinishwhatwestarted"

OKUHLE:"listenandlistentomegoodKabza,wedidn'tstartanythingsothere'snothingto

finish.Isuggestyoustaythehellawayfrommeormybrotherwilldefinitelyhearaboutthis"



MRCREEPYGUY:"whyareyouactinglikeachildshawty,youareagrownwomanandyoulook

ripeenoughtoeat"

OKUHLE:"youareabloodycreepandapervert"

MRCREEPYGUY:"feistyIlike,youknowwhattheysayaboutfeistywoman"

OKUHLE:"doIlooklikeIevencare,stayawayfromme"

MRCREEPYGUY:"shawtyyouaremineandsoonI'llhaveyouscreamingmyname"

Iturntowalkaway,hegrabsmyhand.Ilooseallsensesandgivehimaroughbackslap.Helet's

goofmyhand,he'sintotalshock.I'llgoghettoonhisAmericanfakeaccent,honestlyhebrings

outtheworstinme.Clearlyhewantstobetreatedlikeascumbagthatheis.TothinkIeven

protectedhimearlierfrommybrotherswrath.Hebetterthinkagainbeforehemesswithme.My

brothermakesanotherappearanceagain,probablyhewasonhiswaytofetchme.Idon'teven

waitforhimtotalk.Myangerisonanotherlevelrightnow.

OKUHLE:"thisbloodypervertthatyoucallafriendismakingsexualadvancesonme.He'sthe

reasonformybruisedwristearliertoday"

Bhut'Siphiwedoesn'tevenwastetime,hepounceonhim.He'sdowninasecond,hisnoseis

bleeding.Hisshirtisripped,Idon'tevendaretrytoseparatethem.Mybrotherisonbeastmode

andallIcandoisshoutforhimtostop.Thisfooldoesn'tevenknowhowtofightordefend

himself,allheisgoodatispervingonyoungfemales.Apasserbycomestohisrescue.He

finallymanagestobreakfreefromhisgripandhemakesarunforit.Mybrotherissoangryhe

can'teventalk.Itakehishandandheflinches,hisknucklesarebleeding.Thiswasoneshort,

hecticbattle.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"hebetterruneverytimeourpathcross.I'msodonewithchildhoodfriends"

OKUHLE:"I'msorryfornotcomingcleanearlierBhut',it'sjust"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Iunderstandwhereyouwerecomingfrombutnevereverprotectapervert

Lele.ThesepeoplearesickLele.IneedyoutopromisemeonethingLele,promisefirst"

OKUHLE:"IpromiseBhut'"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"crossyourheart"



OKUHLE:"nowyoubeingsilly"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"Pinkypromise"

OKUHLE:"reallynow?"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"onaseriousnoteLele,thisisforyourowngoodandsafey.Nexttimemy

friendoranyguyforthatmattermakesinappropriateadvancesonyou.Tellmeimmediately.I'll

dealwiththem.I'mstillnotdonewiththatfuckerthough,nexttimeI'llmesshisfaceforreal"

ThisisexactlywhatIwasavoidingbutthecreepaskedforit.Wegethomeandcatchupforreal

thistime.Thetopicdriftsofftomyboyfriendagain,hestillmaintainstherufflingupstory.He's

sowhippedeverysecondwordthatcomesoutofhismouthisLangelihle.Ihopetheboyfriend

goesonlikethataboutmewheneverI'mabsent.Speakingofwhich,Ibettercallandcheckup

onhim.Mybediscallingmyname,whataday.IsendMrmeamessageinstead,myeyesare

involuntarilyclosing.Mybrotherwillforgiveme,besidesheroughlyspendsanhourorsotalking

tohisfianceoverthephone.Lalaland

Insert64

Theexcitementistoomuchtocontain,Ihavebutterfliesallovermytummy.Afterallthe

planningandthepreparations,thedayhasfinallycometocelebratewiththetwolovebirds.I'm

upveryearlythismorning.Mymainpurposeforbeingsoearlyistomakesureeverythingisin

orderatthevenue.OurMakotiwillonlyarrivebefore10amtoday.It's7am,I'mdonewithmy

choresandreadytoleave.MaKhumaloisveryimpressed.I'llhavetoskipbreakfast.Idon'twant

anydelays,nottodayofalldays.Iseriouslyneedacar.I'vejustwasted20minuteofmy

precioustime,listeningtoBAB'Khumalo'sinstructionsonhowtohandlehiscar.Iarriveatthe

venue,mygoodness.I'minstantlyblownaway.Theredcarpetleadingstraighttothehalls

entrance.Theyhavesomerosepetalandflowerthinggoingonthesidewalks.Wow,Ican'twait

toseethehallitself.Thedeco,thechandeliers,theflowers,crystalCentrepiecesvasesfilled

withcrystalballs,somewithlavenderflowersothershavethefloatingcandlevibegoing.This

looksabsolutelyamazing.Thedecoladiesworkedthroughoutthenight,theygetreadytoleave.

Icheckuponthecateringteamandeverythingiscomingtogether.

IsnapafewpicsandsendthemtoourMakoti.Shecallsimmediately.she'simpressedwiththe

venue,soamI.They'vereallyoutdonethemselves,waittillsheseesthewholesetup.Thepics

aren'tdoinganyjustice.NowthatI'msatisfiedwiththewholesetup.Ithinkit'smyqueueto



havebreakfast.IdrivetothenearestshoppingCentre,thankgoodnessforthelocalmalls.I

honestlydon'thavetimetobedrivingfar.Idecidetoorderandhavemybreakfastinpeace.I

ordermyEnglishbreakfast,freewifiyeey!Messagesarefloodingin,Jaseisonhiswaywith

MkhuluBae.Nka'smessagesfromlastnight,mostlydeclaringhisundyingloveandhowmuch

hemissesme.There'sacutesexyselfiethathesnappedjustforme.Iwishhewould've

droppedthetowelandexposemygoodiesabit.I'mstillmindingmybusiness,whensomeone

clearstheirthroatsdisturbingmypeacefulbreakfast.

Ilookupandmymouthhangsopen,standinginfrontofmeisthishandsomeyellowboneguy.

LordIdon'tevenfindhistypeattractive,I'mmoreintodarkskinned,tallandhandsome.Nkais

fairthough,comparedtothetypeInormallydate.LolwhohaveIeverdatedbesidesSmanga.

BraMuzihadadipofthehoneybutthatwasallarranged.ThenMyNka,mysugarandspice.My

everlastinglove.Theclearingofthethroatagainbringsmebacktoearth.What'swiththis

handsomestrangeranddisturbingmypeacethismorning.Hehasasmirkonhisface,exposing

hiswhitewellalignedteeth.Helickshispinklips,thesightGodisthatathrobfrommyclits.

Thefuck!Hestillmaintainsthathalfsmirk,halfsmileofhis.What'shisstorysoearlyinthe

morning.

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"morningmylady,mayIkindlyjoinyouforbreakfast"

OKUHLE:",somanyvacantseats,yetyouchoosetodisturbme

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"notallvacantSeatscanconverse,allIneedIaskistojoinyou.It's

kindoflonelyhavingbreakfastallalone,whenthere'sabeautifulladysittingallalone"

OKUHLE:"I'malonebutnotlonely,speakingofbreakfastwhere'syours?"

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"wantedtosecureabreakfastpartnerbeforeIcouldorder"

OKUHLE:"mmmhmmmIsee"

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"pleasedon'tdissappear,I'llberightbackandthanksagainfor

acceptingmyrequest"

Thatwasstrange,hewalksaway.Ordersandhekeepssignalingthathiscomingback.Owwell,

guessI'llbehavingcompanyforbreakfast.Isortofmissmyeatingbuddy.Heregoesnothing,I

callhimandheanswersonthesecondring.Wechatforawhile.Hesoundssosleepy,guessI

disturbedhim.Weconcludeonmeetingatthevenue,sinceI'llbetravelingwiththeparents.He

hangsupfirst,Idecideonconcentratingonmybreakfast.Thehandsomestrangermakeshis

waytothetable.There'snosignofmeatonsightinhisplate.



HANDSOMESTRANGER:"vegetarian,thatlookIgetitalothey"

OKUHLE:"interesting,I'veneverreallyhadanencounterwithavegetarian.Isitbychoice?"

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"it'scompletelybychoicesincetheageof15"

OKUHLE:"Ihonestlycan'tlivewithoutmeat,howdoyousurvive"

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"that'sexactlywhatIthoughttillthatsillybet.Itwasonlysupposeto

lastforamonth.12yearslater,hereIam."

OKUHLE:"soyoutookthebetserioushuuh"

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"hahaha!veryhilarious.Iknewtherewassomethingspecialabout

you"

Whateverthatmeans.Thehandsomestrangerisquiteacomedian,I'vebeenlaughingever

sincehesettleddowntoeat.Firstitwasaboutthevegetarianbet,politicsandsocialnetworks.

Damnit'salmost10amandIseriouslyneedtogethomeandprepare.I'msuddenlypanicking,

thehandsomestrangeristryingtocalmmedown.Ican'tkeepcalm,IneedtohelpLangelihle

withherdress.Ineedtomakesurethemakeupladyarrivesontime.Itakemybagandrush,Mr

handsomestrangerfollowsmetotheparkinglot.Whyisthisguyrunningafterme,waitIdidn't

evensaygoodbyeafterthelovelyconversationwehad.AssoonasI'minthecar,hecomesto

mywindow.

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"wasIthatbad,thatyou'drunoffwithoutsayinggoodbye"

OKUHLE:"I'msosorry,Ineedtorushhome.There'sanemergencythatneedsmyimmediate

attention"

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"Don'tIgettoknowyourname?"

OKUHLE:"bye"

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"interesting,I'venevermetanyonewithsuchnamebefore"

He'stoolate,I'malreadydrivingoff.I'mtryingtogetaholdofAusiePortiathemakeupartist.I

can'taffordanydelays.Thisisonethingthatcompletelyslippedmymind.Theladywasalready

informedbutitwasmydutytoremindher.Ireallyhopeshediarisedthedate.IfBab'Khumalo

couldseehowI'mspeedingwithhiscar,hewilldefinitelykillme.Especiallyafterallthe



instructionshegavemethismorning.HereIambreakingthefirstandmostimportantone.

Luckilytherearenotrafficcopsonsight.Iarrivehome.Thereliefthatwashesoverme,whenI

seeAusieThuli.FinallyIcanprepareinpeaceknowingeverythingisrunningsmoothandin

order.

ThereisourMakoti,lookingsoeverbeautiful.shelookslikeshe'sabouttopopanyminutefrom

now.I'mnothavingtwins,never.It'sevendifficulttohugher,thetummyjustgetsintheway.

MaKhumaloisalreadydressed,she'sthefirstinlineforthemakeup.Langelihlecan'tstopwith

thecompliments,Ididn'tevenliftafinger.IWasonlytheretomakesureeverythingisproperly

done.Ineedtosoakmyselfinabubblebathwithallmysalts.Afterdrivingaroundandwaking

upsoearly,Ideservearelaxingbathwithaglassofbubbly.Butthenagainthatwon'thappen,

notundermyparentsroof.Ipreparemybath,thearomatherapylavendarsmellisdoingthings

tome.Assoonasmybodysinksin,relaxationtakesoverme.Thishadbeenfarthemost

busiest,beautiful,blessedweekendwithadashofdramaofcourse.MaKhumaloisalready

knocking,rushingmetofinish.ThisremindsmeagainhowmuchofachildshestillthinksIam.

Thetreatmentsaysitall.

Wearealldone,thecelebrationstartatexactly1pm.Weleavethehouseat12pm,MaKhumalo

believesweneedtoblessthevenuewithprayersbeforeanyguestarrives.Notevenmyplanof

stayingbeingandcatchingaridewithafriendworked.Apparentlyweallneedtobethere,

there'safewchurchladiesdrivingbehindus.Hersistersinchristasshealwaysreferstothem.

Everyoneistakenbythevenue,thechurchladiesandtheredcarpet.GoodnessI'msuddenlythe

cameralady,whatsucksthemostistheyallwantpicssnappedfromtheirphones.Theelders

andtechnology,Imeanwehaveshareittoavoidsuchchaos.ButwhoamItoexplainthewhole

process,theunpaidcamera-lady!

Insert65

I'mbeingreleasedfrommycamera-ladydutieswhenwearebeingsurmonedinsidefora

prayer.Thankgoodness.aftertheprayer,Welcomingdrinksareserved.Iseesomeofthe

churchladiesindulginginwineincludingMaKhumalo.Bab'khumaloisnotimpressedasa

matteroffacthelooksannoyed.Heneedsachillpill,it'sacelebrationafterall.Everyoneis

takenbythebeautyinsidethehall.OurveryownMakoti,isintears.Tearsofjoyjudgingbythe

smileonherface.Mybrotherisrightbesideherwipinghertearsaway.Guestsarearrivingin

numbers,there's2hostessleadingpeopletotheirdesignatedseats.Everyonehassettledin.

I'mmissingtwospecificpeopletobeexact,theboyfriendandJase.Jaseisprobablywaitingto



makeagrandentrance.whatworriesmeistheboyfriendthough,he'salwayspanctual.Seems

likeIneedthatglassofwinetocalmmyselfdown.Wehaveaminiservice,fromsingingto

prayers.ThePastorblessthetwolovebirds.

Jasemakesagrandentrance,thatwasverymuchexpected.Alleyesareonhim,especially

sincehe'scompaniedbyawhiteman.Interracialrelationshipsarestillatabooinourtownship.

Theyjoinmeinmytable,itwasgettingalittlelonelysinceI'monlyseatedwithtwounknown

ladies.I'mreallyhappytoseehimandMkhuluBae,butwherethehellismyperson.Everyoneis

lookingcousywiththeirpartners.Iexcusemyself,there'saurgentcallIneedtomake.Whatif

he'sinvolvedinanaccidentorsomethingterriblehappenedtohim.Panickistakingoverme.I

rushoutside,I'mfiddlinginsidemysmallpurseformyphone.

"wow,youlookevenmorebeautifulnow.Thismustbemyluckyday.Twotimesinoneday"

I'mshocked,Iturnandtherestoodthehandsomestranger.He'sdressedformallyinhisnavy

bluesuit.Wait,whodoesheknowbetweenthetwolovebirds.He'sscanningmeupanddown.

Headjusthisbowtie,heputsonhissunglasses.HonestlyIurgentlyneedtomakethiscall,

there'snotimeforchitchats.Itrytogetawayfromhimbutheblocksmyway.Haaibo!Thisisa

veryurgentmatter,lifeordeathtypeofurgency.Ican'taffordanydistractions.Iexcusemyself,

shamehemoves.Ifeelhisgazeonme,Imovefurtheraway.Idialtheboyfriendbuthisphone

ringsandrings.I'malreadythinkingoftheworst.Myplanistoborrowmybrother'scaranddrive

straighttothatlodge.ItryhimagainwhileI'mputtingmyplaninmotion.I'mconsumedwith

panick,nextthingItrip.LuckilyMrhandsomeguyisrightontimetocatchme.Imagineadusty

pinkdresscoveredindust,thestresswillmakeyoudoallkindsofcrazythings.I'mstillinMr

handsomestrangersarms.Ithinkmyankleissprained.

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"areyouokay,youareallovertheshow.Whathadyousostressed"

OKUHLE:"thanks,thequestioniswhohadmesostressed.Ican'treachmyboyfriend.He'sa

verypanctualperson,rightnowI'mstressedandthinkingtheworst"

HANDSOMESTRANGER:"luckyguy,let'sgofindhim.Ican'taffordtohavesuchabeautiful

ladystressingonthisbeautifuloccasion"

OKUHLE:"really,you'ddothatforme"

HANDSOMEGUY:"ofcourse,I'mreturningthefavour"



OKUHLE:"saynomore,let'sgofindmyperson"

Hesquinthiseyesatme,probablythelaststatement.Myankleisabitsorebutthatwon't

disturbmymissionoffindingBae.IpullMrhandsomebyhisarm.mymainpurposeisforhimto

leadmetohiscar,sowecanstartourquest.Assoonasweapproachtheparkinglot,Ispothim.

He'swithMpiloandMatshepo.That'saverypleasantunexpectedsurprise,thisexplainswhy

he'slate.Reliefwashesovermeandexcitementtakesover.HealreadyhashisarmsopenasI

runtohim.Thatwarmembrace,I'mclosetotearswhenmybodycollidetohis.It'sconfirmed

thismanwillbethedeathofme.Iholdonabitlonger,hedoesn'tunderstandhowmylifewas

upsidedownjustafewminutesago.

NKANYISO:"Mrsme,didyoumissmethatmuch"

OKUHLE:"youhavenoidea,Iwaslosingmymindthinkingsomethingawfulhappened.Iwas

organizingasearchparty.Speakingofwhich"

Mrhandsomeisnowhereinsight,IwantedtointroducehimtoNka.Themanwewereprepared

tosearchtheentireMpumalangafor.Hedisappearedonmejustlikethat.Heprobablydidn't

wanttodisturbtheperfectreunion.WellguessI'llstillgettheopportunitytointroducethem,

sinceweareinthesamevenue.Igreetthetwonewlyweds,wemakeourwaytothehall.Luckily

Jasekeptourseats,it'sreallybyluckthatweallmanagetofindseatsinthesametable.Nka

seatsverymuchclosertome,he'swhisperingsweetnothingtomyears.Thedressisnot

makingthingseasierforme,theexposedthighit'snowhisarmsrest.IlookupandMaKhumalo

isstaringatuswithanamusedlook,luckilyBab'KhumaloistoooccupiedbythePastor.

OKUHLE:"babemymomiswatchingus"

NKANYISO:"dammitbabe,youlookgoodenoughtoeat.I'mstrugglingtomaintainmy

composure,youaredoingthingstomewoman"

OKUHLE:"waittillBhut'Siphiweruffleyouup"

NKANYISO:"letmebehave,Idon'twanttogivemyin-lawsevenmorereasonstodislikeme.

MoreespeciallyBab'Mntungwa"

OKUHLE:"whywouldhedislikeyouinthefirstplace"

NKANYISO:"I'mfuckinghisdaughterforone,Idon'tthinkI'lllikemysoninlaweither"



OKUHLE:"youareverydramatic"

NKANYISO:"it'samansthing,youwon'tunderstandwifey"

OKUHLE:"wifey?"

NKANYISO:"youaredisturbingmebabe,Ireallyneedtolistentotheseheartwarming

speeches"

OKUHLE:"wow"

Hewinksatme,thisiswhatIwaspreparedtoriskmylifefor.Speakingofwhich,Idon'tknow

MrHandsometoowell.Thisishowwomanendupdeadintheditchorsomewhereintheveld.

ClearlyIhadlostmymind,climbinginsideastrangercar.Startersareserved,Mrmeisalready

halfwaythroughhisplate.Thismanandfood,todayI'mstickingtosmallportions.Myeyeison

thatchocolatefountaincake,theypromiseditwillbepartofdessert.Nowyouunderstand

wherethesmallpotioncomesin.

There'salonglistofpeopledeliveringspeechesandadvises,justliketheydoinweddings.I've

neverattendedanengagementpartybeforebutthissurefeelslikeawedding.Thedjisdoing

themost,wealreadyhadthemainmeal.ItakeNka'shandandleadhimtoBhut'Siphiwe.It's

nowornever,Istandbeforehimandhiswife.Seemslikehe'salreadyfiguredoutwhat's

happening.IformallyintroducehimtomyBrotherandourMakoti.Langelihleisverybubblyand

welcoming,IfeelNkalooseningupabit.Bhut'hasaseriousfaceon,he'sworryingme.He

takeshishandandpullhimintoabrotherlyhug.He'swhisperingsomethingtohim,Iseethe

wayNkaisnodding.He'sprobablythreateninghim,aaymybrothersometimes.ButIchoosenot

togetinvolved,it'sprobablyamen'sthing.

Everyoneishavingfunanddancingnow,Idon'tseetheKhumalo'sanywhere.Theyprobablyleft,

Iknowmydadisquiteafussyperson.Shamemypoormomwasprobablyforcedtoleaveeven

thoughshewasstillhavingfun.IminglewithLangelihle,MatshepoandJase.Ispotmybrother,

Bae,Mpilochattingandlaughinglikeoldbuddies.Thatsightaloneimprovesmymoodeven

more,mytwofavoritepeoplegettingalong.Mrhandsomemakesanappearance,he'smaking

hiswaytous.Probablytoexplainwhyhedisappearedearlier.Langelihlegiveshimabriefhug,

it'squiteimpossibleforhertodishouthugsinhercondition.

LANGELIHLE:"ladies,meetmycousinVuyo"



OKUHLE:"Vuyo,nicetoformallymeetyou.Youdissaperedonmeearlier"

VUYO:"Iwasonlyreturningthefavour,youranoutonmethismorning"

LANGELIHLE:"wait,what'sgoingonhere"

VUYO:"thisisthebreakfastladycuz"

LANGELIHLE:"theperfectbeautifulstranger,ohno"

Langelihlehasherhandsaboveherhead.Andthen?
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Langelihlelooksflushedforsomeunknownreason,Vuyobidsusfarewellandhedissapeares

again.Whatjusthappened,LangelihleexcuseherselfandgoesafterMrdissappearingguy.

Jase'sfavoritesongcomeson,theguyloosehismindandpullsmetothedancefloor.Ijust

followsuit,dancingisnotoneofmystrongpoints.Sinceit'sacelebrationandthedrinksare

flowing,I'llmakeanexception.Wearehavingsomuchfun,fivesongslatermyfeetaresosore.

Ihonestlycan'ttakeit.IleaveJase,thosethreeseemtobegettingalongquitewell.I'mpressed,

Ineedtheladies.Imakemywayinthere,whenIoverheadsomethingthatIwasn'tmeantohear.

Thesetwoarebehindthetoilet,thewindowsareopen.It'sreallyquitesoyoucanhearpeople

clearlywhentheyaretalking.It'sLangelihleandVuyo.

LANGELIHLE:"pleasestopthisnonsense,she'sveryhappyinherrelationship.Youcan'tpersue

her"

VUYO:"youdon'tunderstand,IfeltsomethingthismorningthatI'veneverfelttowardsany

female.ShewasallIthoughtofaftersheranoutofme.Ichasedafterhertryingtogether

nameatleastorherdigits"

LANGELIHLE:"whenyoucalled,tellingmeaboutthemysteriouslady.Iadvisedyoutofollow

yourheart,littledidIknowitwasLele.PleasebrotherIbegyoujustforgetabouther"

VUYO:"honestlyItriedbutseeingheragainwasaconfirmationthatIneededtofollowmyheart.

Itwassomesortofasign"

LANGELIHLE:"Ihonestlythinkyou'llbewastingyourtime.Pleaselistentomeandleaveher

alone.There'slotsofgoodwomanoutthereandyou'llfindyourswhenthetimeisright"



VUYO:"whatmustIdowithallthesefeelings"

LANGELIHLE:"Idoubtit'slovethatyoufeelforher,it'sjustinfatuationitwillpass"

VUYO:"easyforyoutosay,you'vefoundyoursoulmate.Whatifshe'smysoulmate?"

LANGELIHLE:"trustmeshe'snot?trytoforgetabouther.She'sfamilytousnow.Familycan't

beromanticallyinvolved.Besidesshe'sheadoverheelsinlove,youdon'tstandachance"

VUYO:"talkaboutkickingthemanwhilehe'sdown"

LANGELIHLE:"thosearefactsBro.whatKindofasisterwouldIbeifIcan'tbehonestwithyou

"

VUYO:"that'sverybrutalhonesty,ithurtsbutIappreciateyourhonesty.HopingtomeetmyMrs

rightsoon.I'mnotgettinganyyoungeryouknow.Amanmustsettledownandbuild"

LANGELIHLE:"justprayforherbrother,rememberthosetwojerksIdatedbeforemeetingmy

soulmate"

VUYO:"let'snotevengothere,Ialmostcaughtacasepanel-beatingthatexcuseofaman.

Whatwashisnameagain"

LANGELIHLE:"Idon'tevenwanttomentionhisname,nottodayofalldays"

VUYO:"yahit'sbadomen,listenletmegoanddrownallmysorrowswithabottleofwhiskey.

MourningLele,mybeautifulperfectstranger"

LANGELIHLE:"soonyou'llfindyourone,don'tdespair"

VUYO:"letmewalkyoubackinside,Idon'ttrustthisbigtummyofyours.Youmightfalland

hurtmyniecesornephews"

LANGELIHLE:"nowyoustartingwithme,younottoooldtogetahiding"

Theybothlaughwhilewalkingaway.Wow!Whowould'vethought.Iprayhefindhissoulmate

becauseit'smissionimpossiblewithme.I'mgenuinelyhappywithNkaandIwouldn'truinit.Not

inthislifetime,can'tbelieveI'veeavesdropthroughouttheentireconversation.Idomy

businessandjointherestofthepartypeople.Jaseisstillonthedance,there'safewpeople

nowgatheredaroundhimandcheeringhimon.Ishould'veknown,thelifeoftheparty.

Fewhourslater,thepresentshavealreadybeenhandedovertoourlovelycouple.Langelihle

looksexhaustedthough,mustbethepregnancy.Theypreparetoleave,Ihaveabriefdiscussion

withmybrother.Heseemsquiteimpressedwithmychoiceofmanthistime.Nexttime,he'll



formallymeettheparents.Thiswasnotthetimenortheplace.MpiloandMatshepoarenextto

leaveafterLangelihleandmybrother.Jasesaysthey'vebookedinatthenearbylodge,sohe'll

stillpartysomemore.PoorMkhuluBaeisreallyoverthepartyscene,helookssobored.Wejoin

MkhuluBae,theyarechattingaboutbusiness.Nka'sfavouritetopic.I'mreallyexhausted,

honestlywheredoesJasegetallhisenergy.Probablymakingupforallthetimeshemissed

partying,hispartnerisnotaboutthatlife.Asaresulthehasn'tsetfootataclubsincethe

beginningoftheirrelationship.

Threehourslater,mostpeoplehaveleft.I'mayawningandexhaustedmess.Tomorrowis

Monday,whyiseveryonesorelaxed.Ialsodon'tknowhowI'mgettingtoworktomorrow,it's

already7pm.Seemslikethefunhasjustbegun.MkhuluBaehashaditnow,hemakeshisway

tothedancefloorandpullJase.Muchtothecrowdsannoyance.FinallyIhaveallmyman's

attentiontomyself.

NKANYISO:"Mrsme,tonightI'mtakingyouhomewithme.Haveyoupackedalready?"

OKUHLE:"ofcourse,thenIsuggestweleaverightnowsoIcaninformtheparents"

NKANYISO:"yourwishismycommand"

OKUHLE:"whataboutworktomorrow,babe"

NKANYISO:"theonlypersonI'dbeworkingisyoustartingfromtonight.Don'tworryyourself

Mpilogotitcoveredlove"

OKUHLE:"sowetakingthispartytoyourplace"

NKANYISO:"absolutelymyperson"

WeleavethesametimeasJaseandhispartnerbuttheytakeadifferentroutefromus.First

stopishome,luckilytheparentsarestillawake.Theyarewatchingtheirgospelchannel,I

informthemI'mleavingwithafriend.Bab'KhumaloisworriedthatwedrivingatnightbutI

assurehim,we'llbeperfectlyfine.HewantstomeetthismysteriousfriendbutMam'khumalo

comestomyrescue.Thatwasclose,IpackupmystaffasquicklyasIcan.Mam'Khumalois

lookingatmeinaveryfunnyway.Ibetshe'sfiguredoutwhichfriendisdrivingmeatnight.I

promisetocallthemassoonaswearrive,thatmeansI'llhavetosetupanalarmjusttocover

mytracks.AmessagefromLangelihleinformingusoftheirsafearrival.Theytakeonelast

advantageofme,IhavetomakethemteabeforeIleave.Itexttheboyfriendandupdatehimof

mytea-ladyduties.Hedoesn'tseemtomind,hetextbackandtellmetorelax.Wehavethe

wholenighttogether.



BAB'KHUMALO:"sowhenarewemeetingoursoninlaw,Lele?"

HecatchesmeoffguardrightafterIservethem tea.Wait!Hewassooccupied,Iwascertain

hedidn'tevennoticeme.IlookatMaKhumalosuspiciously,sheshrugshershoulderandlooks

away.Somydadsawallthataffectionatedisplayearlier.WellImightaswellcomeclean,no

uselyingnow.

OKUHLE:"soonBaba"

BAB'KHUMALO:"okayLeleyoucangonow,thanksforthetea.Youcan'tkeephimwaitingfor

long.It'snotsafeoutthere,hemightgethijacked"

Mymouthhangsopen,mymomislaughingherlungsout.Wow!Somydadhasbeenwatching

methewholetimeandpretendedlikehewasclueless.Ikissbothofthemgoodnight,Iwheel

mysuitcase.AssoonasI'moutofsight,Ihearthembothlaughing.Reallynow,I'msurethey've

beengossipingaboutme.Theyareprobablyfindingmyreactionfunny.Theboyfriendmust

knowhowIwasbeingtorturedbackthere.Hemeetsmehalfwaygrabsmysuitcase,opensmy

door.ThisI'vemissed,noonewasopeningdoorsformethewholeweekend.

NKANYISO:"what'swrongbabe"

OKUHLE:"theparentsknowaboutyou,aboutus.Momsawusbeingallaffectionateandall.

Butmydaddecidedtoaskaboutyounow"

NKANYISO:"IhopeIdidn'tgetyouintotroublewithmyfutureinlaws"

Inarratethewholestory.I'mgladhe'sfindinghumorinthiswholesituation.Iwasshocked,to

saytheleast.Wedrivetoourdesignateddestination.Thathandisbackinmyexposedthigh,his

voiceishuskynowandhiseyesaresmall.LusthastakenoverandI'mjustasaffectedasheis.

Idoubtwe'llevenmakeitinsidehisroom.Atleastwemanagetodriveinsidethepremises.Gosh!

I'mabouttogetserved.

Insert67



Twomonthslater,LangelihlehaspoppedandwelcomedtwoboysnamedNdaloandMvelo.I've

visitedthemacoupleoftimesandI'mcertainIdon'twanttwins.Bhut'Siphiwehadtohirealive

innannytoassistourMakoti.Ndaloisrestless,helovesattention.Mveloissweetbuthealso

hashistimes.CanIputitouttherehowexhaustedIwasbabysittingthemwhiletheirparents

wentonadate.WejustwantedtogiveourMakotiabreak,soIofferedtolookafterthem.The

nannywasoff,shenormallygetsoffonweekends.Let'sjustsaythosetwoboysgavemea

toughtime.Ndaloshowcasedhistalent,I'veneverbeensofrustrated.IhadtocallMaKhumalo

crying,justcouldn'tbringmyselftodisturbtheirparentsdate.What'sfunnytheysleptanhour

upontheirparentsarrival,thatnightIpassedoutandIheardNdaloscriesinmydreams.That's

justhowtraumatizedIwas.Ileftfirstthingtomorrowmorning,madesomeworkrelatedexcuse.

Haa!Icouldn'tstayadaylonger,thosecrieswould'vehadmeadmittedatamentalconstitution.

Wedidn'tevengetaroundhavingababyshower,theydecidedtocomewhiletheplanningwas

stillinmotion.Weoptedforawelcomingshowerbutitwasalsoanepicfail.Sincetheywere

admittedforthreeweeksafterbirth.NkalaughedsomuchwhenItoldhimaboutthewhole

twinsexperience.HestillmaintainsonhavingtwinsthoughortripletsbutthecatchisImust

haveac-sectionbecausehedoesn'twantthosebigheadsanywherehiscookie.SeewhatI

havetodealwith.

ThisweekendNka'sofficiallymeetingtheparents,he'sabitnervous.Wearrivedtogetherbuthe

bookedathisfavoritelodgewhileIhadtobehomeandhelpmomwithlunchpreparations.Well,

IhadtocookallalonesincetheKhumalo'sareattendingchurchtoday.AtleastBhut'Siphiwe

andlangelihlearejoininguswiththeirlittlerascals.apparentlytheydon'tcryasmuch,nowit's

Mvelowho'srestless.talkaboutswitchingroles,evenmorereasonswhyIdon'twanttwins.Nka

wasrelievedwhenIinformedhimofBhuti'spresence.atleastthere'sonepersonhe's

comfortablearoundexceptme.He'sveryfortunatewearenotabigfamily.I'mdonewith

everything,todayIwentalloutandpreparedathreecoursemeal.Ifreshenupbeforeeveryone

arrives.Itakemytime,soakinginthatbubblebathwithaglassofbubblyinmyhand.it'snot

everydayIgettoconsumealcoholundermyparentsroof.Imakeamentalnotetoemptyall

remainingcontentsofthisbottletomywaterbottle.let'sjustfaceit,ifIcanfinishthis750mlall

bymyself.I'dbeadrunkmessbythetimeeveryonegetshere.Thiswasjustarewardformy

hardwork.

It'sfinallysinkinginhowseriousthingsarebetweenmeandNka.it'snotevenayear,yetwe've

meteachothersfamilies.Hehasbeennothingbutloving,supportiveandacomplete

sweethearttome.Theloveyoureadaboutandwatchinthemovies.I'mreceivingitonadaily

basis,he'sshoweringmewithlove.IswearI'veneverexperiencedthiskindoflovebefore.It's

purebliss.Thisbubblyisgettinginmyhead.Ifinishishquickly,nowthechallengeIhaveis



pickinguptheperfectdressforthisbeautifuloccasion.Let'sjustsayI'vepickedupweightfrom

asize32to36.Ihaven'tsetfootatthegym,thetummyisnotflatanymore.ButI'mnot

complaining,theboyfriendlikestheextrameatonme.

FinallyIsettleforthisyellowoverthekneesdressandgoldstiletto's.That360degreesinthe

mirrorconfirmswhatmymindalreadyknows.There'ssomethingaboutmesinceIgained

weight,don'tmeantoblowmyownhorn.ButIlookmoresexier,I'vebeengettingcompliments.

MaKhumaloeventhoughtI'mexpecting.Well,I'mnotpregnant.Youglowdifferentlywhenyou

arebeinglovedcorrectly.I'mdonewitheverything,justwaitingforthefamilyandBae.Justthen

myphonerings,it'smyman.

NKANYISO:"myloveI'mparkedfewhousesawayfromyourplace.I'mwaitingfortheinlawsto

arrivethenI'llcomeminuteslater.

OKUHLE:"comebaby,Idoubtthey'llhaveaproblemfindingyouhere"

NKANYISO:"nomylovetheymustsettledownfirst,Itdoesn'tfeelrightformetoarrivebefore

them.Tellyouwhat,whydon'tyousnapaPicforme.Letmeseewhatmybabyiswearing"

OKUHLE:"onephotocomingrightup.Mrme"

Ihangupthecall,there'ssomeonehootingatthegate.Mybrotherisextra,whydoesn'theopen

thegate.Nowonderhisgainingweight.IopenthegateforthemandIseeBab'Khumalo'scar

alsoapproaching.Another5minutesofmebaskinginthesun.Ispotbabe'scarparkedfurther

downthestreet.Iattendtomynephews.mygoodnessthesekidsareheavy,whatarethey

feedingthem.Ndalolooksatmewithsomuchadoration,Ipickhimup.He'sbusynibblingon

mychick.Heloveshisfood.Wemakeourwayintothehouse.Bab'KhumaloandMam'Khumalo

arefresheningupfirstintheshower.Ihopetheydon'tindulgeinthenasty.Idon'ttrustthose

twotogether.

IcatchupwithmybrotherandLangelihle,theyarealreadycomplainingofstarvation.The

parentsaredoneanddressedindifferentoutfits.Weareseatedinthelounge,relaxedand

fussingoverthetwolittlefellas.They'vemoresettlednow,theyhaven'tcriednotevenonce.

There'saknockatthedoor.Mybrotherattendstoit.Hisvoiceandscent,theyarelaughingand

chatting.GoshamIwetorwhat?Thisguyisallkindsofsexy.Hisdressedinaslimfitblack

chinos,ablackshortsleeveshirtandblackloafers.Thecharcoalsteelwatch,I'mundressing

him.I'mbroughtbacktoearthbyLangelihle'slaughter.Hegreetsmyparentswithahandshake,



it'sasignofrespectinourculture.He'sorderedtositdown.Mydadformallyintroducehimself,

hiswife,ushischildrenandhisgrandkids.Nkanods,heonlyspeaksaftermydadaskhimto

introducehimself.

Hesayshisname,surnameandchantshisclannames.Mydadseemsimpressedbyallthis,

MaKhumaloisallsmiles.Hegoesonandtouchabitofhishistory,originandalsotouchonhis

upbringingandhisparentssurnames.Haaibo!Bab'Khumalodoesn'twasteanytime,he

welcomeshimintohisfamilyandMaKhumaloissmitten.Heanswersallmyfathersquestion

withutmostrespect,Ifeelliketheyarediggingtoomuchintohislife.Buthehasnoproblemor

doesn'tevenseemuncomfortablewithquestionscominghisway.Heclearlymakeshis

intentionwithmeknowntomyfamily.He'sbeingforwardnow,mymomandLangelihlestart

ululatingwhenthattopicisdiscussed.I'm suddenlyshy,whyamIbeingdiscussedlikeI'm

absent.

MydadordersmetoputSupersport,there'sasoccergamethat'sabouttostart.Alltheboys

getsexcitedincludingthetworascals,whatdotheyknowaboutsocceranyway.Idecidetostart

servingthembeforethissocalledgamestarts.Iserveeveryonemystartersandthe

complimentsarethrownmyway.I'mgettinggoodatthiscookingbusiness.Iclearthetable,

after15minutesIservethemwithmainmeal.Complimentsagain,iftheycarryonlikethisI

mightjustopenmyrestaurant,plusIhaveasponsorwillingtofundmybusiness.ThedesertI'll

serveafteranhourorso.Idothedishes,Langelihlehelpsme.It'sreallynicehavingasister.We

aredoneinnotime.MaKhumalodecidestotakeanap,thisgivesusenoughtimetocatchup

withmysisterinlaw.She'spreparingfortheirwhiteandtraditionalwedding.I'mincludedonce

againinherplans,atleasttheweddingisin6monthstime.Wehaveplentyoftimetohuntfor

theperfectwhitedress,shewantstohireone.Sonowmyhomeworkistohelpherwithher

quest.It'ssoexciting,webrowsetheinternetandalreadyshehasafewthatshelikes.Allwe

needtodoislocatethestoresandgoforthefitting.Theboysarehavingfunjudgingbythe

noiseinthelounge.IswearI'veneverbeensohappy.Thisfeelsright,myfamilyunderoneroof!

Insert68

LunchwiththeKhumalo'swasasuccess,itwasevendifficulttoleavethatday.Theboyfriend

andmybrotherhavebecomefriends.Theycheckupononeanothereverynowandthen.

LangelihleandIwe'vemadesomuchprogresswiththepreparations,she'sfoundtwodresses

thatsheabsolutelyloves.I'veapprovedonbothofthembutchoosingonebetweenthetwois

provingtobedifficult.Wearestickingwiththesamepeoplethatcateredanddecoratedthehall



fortheengagementparty.Thishasbyfarbeenthemosteasiestweddingtoplan.Iguessitgets

betterwithtime.Thecouplehavealreadyselectedtheirweddingvenue.Whatexcitesmethe

mostisthatNkawillbemypartner.ThesedayswetakingregulartripstoMpumalangaitsnot

evenfunny.Wehadtogodownformeasurementsandourminivacation.

Hewantstosendthelettertomyfamilyforlobolanegotiations.Ifeelweshouldwaitanddoit

afterthewedding.Hedefinitelywasn'timpressed,honestlyIwouldn'tstallhimonpurpose.It's

justbeenhecticpreparingforthewedding.Aftertheweddingeverythingwillbesettledandwe

cancarryonwiththenegotiations.DidImentionthatI'monlyrentingmyflat,it'sbeenawhile

sinceI'vespentadaynevermindanightinthere.Theotherdayhefetchedmearound12am,

eventhoughwebothagreedthatI'dbespendinganightatmyplace.Apparentlyhecouldn't

sleep,sohedecidedtocomefetchmeatsuchungodlyhours.I'm forevertiredthesedays,allI

wanttodoissleep.Afterwork,Idecidetopassbythemallandgetsomethingfromthe

pharmacy.Ihonestlycan'tliveonenergydrinks,Ineedpillsorsomekindofmedication.MaybeI

needtochangemydietaswell.It'sprobablyalltheweightI'vegainedoverthepastcoupleof

months.Nkahasbeencomplainingalsooffatigue,maybeIshouldhitthegymagain.Ican'tgo

onlikethis.

Theheatisnotdoingmeanyjustice.AllIneedissomethingcoldtodrink.Isortofmissthe

boyfriendrightnow.Todayhehasbacktobackmeetings,Idecidetogotothefirstrestaurant

myfeetlandson.IfirstaskforwaterbeforeIcouldorderanything.IgulpthatGlassdowninone

goandaskforanotherglassofwater,secondglassdown.I'mstillthirsty,mywaiterisquite

sweet.Hebringsthewholejugoficecoldwater.Thisismorelikeit,Ihavetwomoreglasses.

FinallyI'vequenchedmythirst.I'mstillbrowsingthroughmymenue,busytypingonmyphone

informingmypersonofthesuddenthirstandexhaustion.WhenIfeelagazeuponme,this

personisstandingontheothersideofthetable.

Thatscent,Iknowittoowell.It'ssodifficultevenliftingmyhead.I'msuddenlynervous,afterso

manymonthsofsearchingwithnoluckorhopeofeverfindinghim.EvenaPIfailedtotrackhim

down,maybeI'mdreaming.It'sprobablysomeonewearingthesamecologne.Iliftmyheadand

standingbeforemeisBraMuzi.I'mintotalshock,myheartisbeatingsofast.He'sreally

standinghereinperson.Mygoodness,hestilllooksasfineashedidthelasttimeIsawhim.

He'swearingawhiteshirt,formalpants.Thescarjustabovehischinisnotvisible.Hehas

grownabeard.Hestaresmeforthelongesttime.I'mspeechless,there'ssomethingaboutthis

man'spresencethatparalyzesme.I'mweak,Iopenmymouthtospeakbutnowordscomesout.



Mylipsaredry,I'velosttheabilitytospeak.Thiswholetimehehasn'tsaidanyword.He'sjust

staringdeepinmyeyes.Theemotionsaregettingthebetterofme,thismanleftmewhenI

neededhimmost.Hereappeared,turnedmyworldupsidedownandvanished.Hepullsachair,

seatsandsignalsforthewaiter.Heordersforthebothofus,cranberryjuiceforme.He'styping

somethingonhisphoneandputsitaway.Myphoneisvibratingnonestop,messagealerts.I

can'tevenbringmyselftolookatit.I'msolostforwords.

Heclearshisthroat,wegetservedourdrinks.Hewaitsuntilthewaitermoves.There'sapartof

methat'sindenial,mymindcan'tgraspthefactthathe'srightherewithme.Iclosemyeyes

andreleaseadeepsigh,okayit'srealhe'srighthereinflesh.Helet'soutagiggle.Iswearmy

floodsareflowingfreelynow.

BRAMUZI:"Kuhle,I'mnotevengonnaaskhowyou'vebeen,it'squiteapparentyou'vebeen

good.TheGlow,thebeauty.youstillasbeautifulasthefirsttimemyeyeslandedonyou"

Itakeasipofmyjuice,wordsjustfailme.Thismanhastheabilitytocripplemyabilitytospeak

orexpressmyself.Ifailtounderstandaftersomanymonthsofhimbeingaway.Stillnothing

haschanged,hestillmakesmeweak.Ibecomelikeaputtyinhispresence.Heexpectsmeto

saysomethingtohim.There'salotthatIwanttosaybutwordsjustfailmeatthispresent

moment.

BRAMUZI:"thisisprobablynotthetimenortheplace.Youarestillinshock,canwehavea

propermeetingmaybesometimeduringtheweek.There'salottobediscussed.Here'smy

number,callmewheneveryouarereadytositandtalk.I'monlyintownfortwoweeks.Take

care"

Hestandsupandleave.Myphoneringsistheboyfriend,hehasbeencallingforthepast15

minutesorso.He'sprobablystressingsinceIdidn'treplytohiswatsappmessages.Ifinally

gatherenoughstrength,totexthim.Itellhim,I'llreturnhiscalljustnow.Myminddoesn'tseem

tobefunctioningproperlyrightnow.Ineedtimetoindulgeonallthatjustoccurred.Hisscent

feelsmylungsagain.

BRAMUZI:"kuhlecomeletmetakeyouhome"



I'muponmyfeetwithoutanyhasslesorcomplaints.Hetakesmyhandbag,eventhisphoneon

myhandfeelsheavy.Hetakesit,I'mweak.That'sexactlywhatIam.Myheadisspinning.He's

talkingbutIjustdon'thearwhathe'ssaying.Ifeelmyselfgettingevenmoreweaker.Ican'teven

liftmylegs.Hescoopsmeinhisarms,Iburymyfaceonhisneck.What'shappeningtome.He's

promisingtogetmehomesafe.Hey!That'shisdriver,Irememberhimtoowell.Hegetsatthe

backseatwithme.Helet'smerestonhislap.Thisfeelssowrongyetsoright.Rightnow,I've

completelyforgotaboutNkanyiso.

Wegettomyplace,hecarriesmeagain.Thedrivergetsmykeys.Heopensthedoorforus.He

takesmestraighttomyroom.Hetucksmein,hedissapearestothekitchenandcomesback

withabowlofcereal.Hedoesn'tevenordersmetosit.Iwillinglydoso.Hefeedsmeuntilthe

bowlisempty.Hegoestomyfirstaidkit,comesbackwithparacetamol.Hehandsmeonewith

aglassofwater.Idrinkitwithoutanycomplaints.Igetbetweenthecovers,hesitsnexttomy

bedsideandwatchme.Creepybutitdoesn'tbotherme,notevenonebit.Ifeelmyselfdrifting

offtosleep.

Iwakeupsweatingandscreamingfromaverydisturbingdream.There'safiguresittinginthe

dark.Iscreammylungsout.Herushesnexttome,it'sNkanyiso.WhyamIdisappointed,he

holdsmecloserandrockmebackandforth.Whendidhegethere?Hehasmysparekey,

incaseofemergency.Iholdontohimfordearlife.I'msoshocked,thedreamIhadfeltsurreal.

Who'sthatbeautifulwomanhandingmeabeautifulbabygirl.Shewasstandingattheedgeof

mybed,tellingmeI'mthechosenoneforherhusband.Whichhusbanddidshereferto,asfaras

IknowNkawasnevermarriedorinvolvedinaromanticrelationshipbeforeme.Thiswas

probablyanightmare,itcreepedmeoutnolie.Therewasaprettybabygirlnexttoher.Weird

dreamItellyou.WhendidIevenfallasleep.Nkalooksatmewithsomuchconcern.ThetearsI

can'tstopthem,whydoIfeelsoguiltythough.

NKANYISO:"myloveyouhadmesoworried,Icouldn'tgetaholdofyou.Youpromisedtocall

meagain,whenyoudidn't.Ipanickedandleftinthemiddleofmymeeting.Iroamedthemall

andsomethingsaidIshouldcomestraighthere.Ifoundyousleepingsopeacefully"

Mymindiswondering,thecreepydream!



Insert69

I'msoexhausted,Ihardlysleptlastnight.Thatwomanishauntingmeinmydreams.She

appearedtwoconsecutivetimesinmydreams.OutofallthenightmaresI'vehadincluding

childhoodone's,noneofthosecombinedhaveeverleftmesoscared.Thesecondtimearound,

Iwokeupandfeltastrangepresenceinmyroom.Nkawasfastasleepthen,maybeIwasjust

imaginingthings.I'mnottakinganychancestonight,theentireweekI'llspendattheboyfriends

house.Maybethere'saspiritroamingaroundinthisflat,it'spossiblesincethisflathasbeen

vacantforcoupleofmonths.Well,that'swhatI'vereadandwatchedfromthoseparanormal

activitiesshows.Astowhythisspiritdidn'tbotherNkaremainsamysterytome.Maybeit'sone

ofthoseghostthatareagainstotherwoman.Onecanneverknow.I'vebeenawakeforthepast

3hours.Iprobablyhavedarkcirclesaroundmyeyes,it'snochild'splaybeingtormentedbya

ghost.

Themirrorconfirmsmysuspicions,Ilookterrible.Thatsightisenoughtomakemeruntothe

bathroomandvomit.I'mprobablycomingdownwithatummybugorsomething.Maybethe

milkfromthatcerealorthecerealitselfwasoff.Ihaven'tdonegroceriesinmonthsformyplace.

Thisexplainsthevomitingormaybethisghosthastakenoverme.I'vebeenwatchingtoomany

horrormovieswiththeboyfriend.TothinkIwasneverafanofhorrormovies.Lookatmenow!

Luckilythere'sstilltoiletriesinthisflat,pitythere'snofood.I'llbemakingameanbreakfastfor

myBaerightnow.ThisisaperfecttimetosoakmyselfandabsorbthiswholeMuzisituation.

I'msittinginthisbubblebathbutmymindismilesaway.There'sawargoingoninmyhead.

There'sahugepartofmethatwantstotellNkaeverythingbutanothercuriouspartwantsto

knowmoreaboutthismysteriousman.MaybeI'mbeingselfish,Afterallthesacrificesthisman

hasdoneforme.GettinghisfatherinvolvedinasearchofanunknownmanjustsoIcangetthe

helpIneed.NotonlywillIbedeceivinghimbybeingdishonestbutthewholefamily.Another

partwantsclosure,maybeifwecanhavethatmeetingfirst.Withoutanydistractionsfromthird

parties.IknowkeepingsecretsmightruinwhatmeandNkahasbuilt.Ijustcan'thelpitthough,

don'tIdeservetohaveclosure.imsotorn,himbeingheredoesn'tmakethingseasiereither.

MaybeifIcanbealone,I'llbeabletothinkclearly.Heclearshisthroat,wonderhowlonghashe

beenstandingtherefor.

NKANYISO:"goodmorningMylove,howismypersonthismorning"

OKUHLE:"Idon'tfeeltoogoodthismorning.MaybeI'mcomingdownwithsomething"



NKANYISO:"wereyouvomitingearlier?"

OKUHLE:"yeslove,Ithinkthemilkorcerealwasoff"

NKANYISO:"Isuggestwevisitthedoctor,wecan'taffordtotakechances.Thedoctorwill

prescribesomethingforthebugbeforeyougetworse"

OKUHLE:"nobabe,I'llbefinedon'tworry"

NKANYISO:"I'mnottakinganychances"

Thatwasexpected,thismanisnaturallydramatic.Ijustdidn'tgetenoughsleep,allIneedis

propersleep.Hefeelsmytemperaturewiththebackofhishand.

NKANYISO:"thiswaterisicecoldLET-Ohowlonghaveyoubeensittinghere"

HonestlyIdon'tknowhowlonghaveIbeensoakinginthisbath.He'slookingatmewithso

muchconcern,there'snowayI'mgettingoutofthisonethateasily.Hebringsmygownand

carriesmeoutofthebath.What'shappeningtome,I'mshivering.Hedissapearestothe

bedroom,I'mliterallyshaking.Ican'tevenstandstill,hebringsablanketbutfirsthelotionsmy

body.Wrapsmeintheblanketandtuckmebackinbed.Hetakeshisphone,Iwonderwhohis

calling.Hopefullynotadoctor,allIneedissleep.He'sinformingMpilowewillbeabsentatwork

todaybecauseI'mnotfeelingwell.

ThankGod,finallyI'llgetthesleepthatIdeserve.He'sonhisphoneagainbutthistimearound

hisorderingfood.It'sfunnyhowoneneverknowjusthowhungrytheyare,untilfoodis

mentioned.Mytummyisevengrowlingnow.He'sstillinsistingonvisitingthedoctor,Ijust

agreeforpeacesakes.I'mnotsettingfootinthere,nottodayofalldays.Afterdebatingfora

good15minutes,hefinallytakesabathrightafterbreakfastisdelivered.Thismantreatsmeas

ifI'mgravelyill,hedidn'twanttoleavemysight.Evennowhe'smakingsmalltalksjustsohe

canbecertainthatI'mgood.

Afterhisbath,wehaveourbreakfastinbed.I'msoenjoyingthis,Ineedmore.Themushrooms

aregoingdownprettywellunlikeeggs.Heseemssurprisedbymysuddenlikingofmushrooms.

Anotherdeliveryisonitsway,there'ssomethingaboutthesemushroomsandherbs.Heordered

extramushrooms,theyaredelicious.Ialsofeellikeorangejuice,he'sshocked.I'mnotan

orangejuicetypeofperson.It'sverybitterbutrightnowI'mcravingthatbitterness.Freshly



squeezedwilldomegood.

I'msatisfiedafterthebreakfast.Nkawasstillprying,tryingtogettothebottomofwhat's

botheringme.I'mtooashamedtoconfessthatIfellasleepduringourconversation.Weonly

wokeupafter12midday.Iwasfeelingmuchbetter,soweskippedthedoctorstripandspent

thewholedayinbed.Ididn'tgetanynightmaresthistimearound.Thatcrazyghostwillgeta

shockofherlife,Iwon'tbeavailableforhertortorousgamestonight

I'mabletothinkclearlynowthatImanagedtosleepproperly.I'veconcludedtoonlyinformNka

ofBraMuzi'sreturnaftermymeetingwithhim.Ifeltlikewhathewantstodiscussisvery

personalandconfidential.AfterthemeetingI'llcomecleanwitheverydetail.Ihopehewill

forgivemeforkeepingsecrets.

NKANYISO:"mylovewhat'sbotheringyousomuch.ItriedignoringitbutIcan'tignoremy

intuitions.Ifeellikeyouarehidingsomethingfromme"

OKUHLE:"babe,honestlythere'ssomethingbutIcan'tshareitasyet"

NKANYISO:"arewepregnantLET-O"

Thesparkleinhiseyeswhenhementionspregnancy.There'snosuch,I'mstilltakingmyshots.

It'simpossibleformetofallpregnantwhile.Ohsnap!WhenlastdidIgoformyshot?Itryto

retracemydoctorsvisitsbutI'mblank.

OKUHLE:"nobabewearenotpregnant"

Ianswerwithuncertaintyinmytone.I'llhavetocheckproperlybeforegettingthismanall

excited.Mylifehasbeenhecticlybusy,planningengagementpartiesandweddings.It'spossible

thatImight'vemissedmydatealongtheway.Atleastthispregnancyassumptionshassteered

himofftherealtopic.IneedtomeetBraMuzi,rathersoonerthanexpected.Ican'tgoonlike

this,asmuchasIhatelyingtoNka.IhonestlyneedclosurewiththewholebraMuzithing.Ifeel

there'smorethatneedstobediscussedthanjustthecleansingthing.NkainsistthatI'monbed

arresttoday.He'sleavestofetchhisclothes,toiletriesandgetusfood.



Icompletelyforgotaboutmyphone.Ireachinsidemybag.It'sflat,nowonderNkacouldn'tget

holdofme.BraMuzimust'veputitthere,whenhewasbringingmehome.Alittlepieceofpaper

fallsoffwhenItakemyphoneoutofthebag.BraMuzi'snumber,Isighheavily.It'snowornever.

ThesoonerIdealwiththis,thebetter.Ineedtodothiscleansingthingandmoveonwithmylife.

IhatekeepingsecretsfromNka,soheregoesnothing.

'weneedtohavethatmeeting,whenareyouavailable'

Messagedelivered,IstillfeelguiltyfornotcomingcleantoNka.Allthismysterywillbeunravel

afterthismeeting.I'msuddenlysotired,what'shappeningtome.Myeyesarevoluntarily

closing.MaybeIneedtoseethedoctor.Igatherallthestrengthtogetupandinspectthedoor.

Luckilyit'slocked,Idon'tfeeltoowell.Ivomitbeforereachingthebathroom,I'mgettingweaker

witheachpassingsecond.ifonlyIcanreachmyphoneandcallNka.What'shappeningtome!

Insert70

Icanhearmyphoneringingfromafar,I'mfreezingcold.Afterfewfailedattempts,Ifinally

managetogetmyselfup.I'mhavingamotherofallheadaches,migrainetobeexact.Imthirsty

sothephonewillhavetowait.AfterquenchingmythirstIfeelabitbetter.Iscratchthroughmy

firstaidkitbag,there'ssyndolsandpanadotablet.Ioptforpanado's,afterourearlierdiscussion

withNka.What'sworseIcan'teventrackdownmylastdoctor'sappointment,onsecond

thoughtsItakepanadosyrupinstead.Ineedtocleanthemessinthefloor.HonestlyIneedto

consultadoctor,vomiting,tirednessandpassingout.Somethingisdefinitelywrongwithme.

Aftercleaningthemess,Igetcarriedawayandmopthewholeflat.There'stoomuchdust,no

wonderI'mfeelingsosick.It'sbecauseofthedirt.I'msofurmished,where'stheboyfriendwith

myfood?I'mcravingsomethingsalty,spicyandmeaty.Idecidetogetmyphoneandgivehima

call.There's3missedcallsfrommyperson,he'salreadyonhisway.He'sheldupatthe

restaurant,apparentlyheneedstofeedmeveggiesandallthehealthystuff.I'msmilingfrom

eartoear,solongasit'sgoodscrumptiousfoodI'mdownforit.

There'sanothermessagefromBraMuzi,hesentmealocationforourmeetingtomorrow.

Wooow!That'squick,thesoonerwemeetthebetter.Ican'tstandlyingtoMrmeanymore,the

guiltistoomuchtobare.I'mpatientlywaitingformyfood,there'sabsolutelynothingtoeatin

thisflat.Thehungerisgettingthebetterofme,Idecidetogoacrossthestreetandgrabfew

fruitsfromtheauntie'sMinistall.Afterrinsingmymouth,IchangeintoaT-shirtdressandflip



flops.Onmywayback,IbumpintoMbuso.Hehasgainedabitofweightorisitmuscles,Ican't

differentiatewhichonebetweenthetwo.Helooksgenuinelyhappytoseeme,I'malreadyeating

mysecondbanana.

MBUSO:"I'msohappytoseeyouNkosazana,areyoustillwell.Ithoughtyou'velongmoved,

whereareyouhiding"

OKUHLE:"I'maround,howhaveyoubeen"

MBUSO:"Ievencamearoundyourflattheotherdaybuttherewasnoresponse"

OKUHLE:"I'mhardlyinmyflatthesedays"

.MBUSO:"wellI'mhappytoseeyoualiveandbeautifulasever.Pleasetakegoodcareof

yourself.Seeyouaround"

Thankgoodnessourconverstionwasshorttoday,honestlyIstruggletoholdaconversation

withthisguy.NowIsee,hewasrushingfortheladystandingbythegate.Theyindulgeintoa

romantickissaftertheirhug.Whowould'vethought,farmboyshowingaffectioninpublic.This

meanshewon'tbebotheringmewithsmalltalksandboringconversations.I'mhappy,once

insideIlockupimmediately.IrinsemyfruitsandenjoythemwhileChannelhopping.There's

absolutelynothinginterestingtowatch.NomatterhowmuchIsleep,thetirednessjustwon't

leavemealone.I'myawningonceagain,forsomeonewhosleptthroughouttheday.Isuream

tired.

There'ssomeonefiddlingwiththekeys,it'sprobablytheboyfriend.Iforgottoremovemykeys

fromthedoor.Ipeepthroughtheholeandit'sdefinitelyhim.BoyamIhappytoseehim!Iattack

himwithahugassoonashe'sinside.Idon'tknowifit'shispresence,foodorboththatmakes

myheartjumpforjoy.Heordersmetoprepareplates,hedoesn'thavetoaskmetwice.We

indulgeinthisdelightfuldish,Ifeelsomuchbetter.Imdebatingonwhethertoinformthe

boyfriendofmypassingoutearlier.Mygoodness,somanysecretsI'mkeepingfromhimlately.

Thisissowrongofme,butIknowhe'lldefinitelypanicanddragmetoaDoctor.MaybeIshould

justsharebutleavethepassingoutpartout.

OKUHLE:"babe"

NKANYISO:"Mylove"

OKUHLE:"afteryouleftIvomitedandpassedoutfor15-20minutes.I'mnotreallysure"



NKANYISO:"whatandyouonlytellingmethisnow,whydidn'tyoucallmeimmediatelyafter

regainingconsciousnessLET-O"

Thisreactionwasverymuchexpected,he'spanickingovernothing.Wellmaybesomethingbut

I'mgoodnow,oramI?He'salreadyonhisfeet,mygoodnesstheplanwastoonlyinformhimof

vomiting.Idon'tknowwhydidmybigmouthdecidedtoblaboutthatotherinformation.He

dissapearestotheroom,comesbackwithmyhandbag.Haaibo!Sodramatic.Hegrabsmy

hand,Ihaven'tevenfinishedeatingforcryingoutloud.

OKUHLE:"babe,I'mnotdoneeating.Wherearewegoing?"

NKANYISO:"toseethedoctor,somethingweshould'vedoneearlythismorning"

OKUHLE:"butI'mfinebabe,feelmytemperature.Imsomuchbetternow"

NKANYISO:"thedoctorwillconfirmallthatLET-O,youarenotfinebabe.Passingoutand

vomiting,that'sasignthatyouaredefinitelynotokay.Don'targuewithmeonthisone.Let'sgo"

OKUHLE:"okayMrDoctor,let'sgo"

Helookssoannoyedbymylaststatement.Ibethewon'targuewithmerightnow.Hisonly

missionistogetmetothedoctorassoonaspossible.He'sdrivingfast,Ifeelnauseated

already.Iaskhimtopulloverorelsethisbeautifulinteriorwillbefilledwiththeremainssmall

particlesofoursupper.Hepullsover,I'moutinablinkofaneyeandemptyingallmystomachs

contentsinatrashbinnearby.He'sbesidemeinasecond.OkayI'mreallysick,the

stubbornnesswon'thelpmenow.Heoffersmeabottleofwater.Irinsemymouthanddrink.

I'mabitlightheaded,Ileanagainsthisshoulder.It'sevendifficulttalking,mywholebodyis

burning.Hepicksmeup,strapsmeinmyseatanddrivesoffinaveryhighspeed.Hecallshis

dad,Mpilo,Bhut'Siphiweandinformsthemofmycurrentstate.I'msweatingprofusely,he

keepsmakingsmallconverstion.Ineedtosleep,mybodyisgivingin.

Thecarcomestoacompletehalt,hepicksmeupandrushesinscreamingforhelp.Imbeing

wheeledinahospitalstretcher.Nkahasmyhandinhis,IthinkI'mbeingrushedtoan

emergencyroom.TheykeepaskingNkatoleavebuthe'snotbudging

"pleasedon'tleavemeLET-O"



That'sallhekeepsuttering,thosearethelastwordsIhearbeforedarknessbefallsme.Where

amI.Thisfeelslikeadreamonceagain.I'mstandingatacrossroad,there'saverybeautifulcar

containingaman,womanandabeautifulgirl.Suchabeautifulhappyfamily,thegirlkeeps

singingthisnurserysong.Theparentsjoinin,thecarstopsattherobot.Theyareallsingingand

happy,thecarstartmovingagain.Justthenaspeedingrangerovercomesandbumpsthiscar.

Thegirlwasn'tstrappedin,shefliesfromthebackandgoesthroughthewindscreen.Theman

isunconscious,thewomanisbadlyinjured.Shestillmanagestogetoutofthecar,she's

rushingtoherbabygirl.Shereachesherdaughter'slifelessbody,shebendsdowntryingto

awakenher.Shelooksatme,justbeforeanothercarhitsbothofthem.

Iscreamsoloud.I'mbeyondshocked.

"wehaveherback"

NKANYISO:"thankyouGodforbringingmyloveback.Baby,thankyouforcomingbacktome"

MPILO:"thankyouLET-O,thetraumaofseeingthisuglymanofyoursintears"

NKANYISO:"asifyoudidn'tshedatearrightnow"

Wait,whydotheylooksosad.Nkawasdefinitelycrying,evenMrsNxumaloishere.Thedoctor

andthetwonursestheylooksorelieved.There'sdefillibrationnexttomybed.Thisexplainswhy

everyoneissoemotional.Ismile,thisfooldevoursmylipsinfrontofhismom.I'mso

embarrassed,Mpilohadtopullhimawayfromme.Asifthatworked,insteadhejustdecidesto

joinmeinbedandinstructseveryonetoleave..Haaibothisman,luckilytheydon'teventakehim

seriously.

Nkarequestforanotherbed,thismanispreparedtospendthenightinhospital.Ifthisisn'tlove

thenIdon'tknowwhatis.Guessthedoctorwillonlytellustheresultstomorrow.Ifeelsosafe

inmyman'sarms.Somethingstillbothersmethough.Thewomanfromthedream,isthesame

womaninthatcaraccidentdream.

Creepy



Insert71

IsleptthroughoutthenightaftertheheavymedicationIconsumed.Therewerenostrange

creepydreams.Ionlywokeupafterthenursecametocheckuponme.Thissillymanisgiving

meabath,hekeepsontouchingmyfemininepartstenderly.Thepleasuresofhavingaprivate

room,Mrrighthereistakingfulladvantageofit.Iconstantlyhavetoremindhimofmydoctors

checkup.I'mprayingit'snotcancerordiabetes,don'tknowwhymymindisthinkingtheworst.

Onecanneverbetoosureaftermysteriouslyfallingill.JudgingbyhowI'mfeelingtodayIshould

bedischarged.Wegetdone,I'mdressedinyesterday'soutfit.Ican'twaittohaveachangeof

clothing.

TheDoctorcomesin,afterformallygreetingandintroducinghimself.Hegetsstraighttothe

point,surprisinglyI'm notpregnantnoramIsick.Allthetestthatweredonecameoutnegative.

Theypinitonexhaustionandstress,Howconvinient.I'mbeingdischargedandorderedtocome

foracheckupinfewdays.What'sthepoint,honestlyI'mnotgonnawastemytimecominghere

fornonsense.Ifit'sexhaustionorstress,I'llfindawaytomanageitsomehow.Maybethestress

partispartlytrue.There-appearanceofBraMuzimighthaveleadtomystresslevelbeinghigh.

ThesecretsI'vebeenkeepingalso.ThesoonerImeetthismanthebetter.Afterthedoctor

leaves,averyyoungnursecomesin.She'ssobeautifulandhumble.Shefirstintroduceherself

asNokubongaNgobese,I'mfindingthissostrange.She'snotmakingeyecontactasshe

speaks,what'sherstory.Afterherintroduction,shetellsmetolookaftermyself.Mylittleone

requiresmetobecalmatalltimes.

Sheleavesrightafterdeliveringthatspeech,whatjibberishisshespeakingoff.Whatlittleone,

veryconfusingsinceI'mnotpregnant.Weareleftshockedandconfused.Somethingtellsmeto

runafterher.Itrybutshe'snowheretobeseen,maybethisisasigntojustforgetofthis

mumbojumbo.IfindNkastillpuzzled,canwejustgohome.I'msodonewiththisplace,the

riddletalkingnursesandthesmellisdrivingmeinsane.Nkatriestofindthenursebeforewe

leavebutshevanished.Evenmorereasonswhyweshouldforgetaboutthiswholething.It's

amazinghowtheycan'tlocateanursebythatname.Likewhatthefuck!AmIaghostmagnet

thesedays.Thoughttheyonlyinvademydreamsbutnowtheyareappearinginphysicalformas

well.Whowould'vethought.

Seconddaybeingabsentatwork.Wegrabsomethingtoeatbeforeheadinghome.This

medicationisonlyawasteoftime,Ican'tbedrowsyoverstressandfatigue.AllIneedisagood

sleep.Theeggsmellsetsmeoff,Ihonestlycan'teathere.Weordertakeawaysinstead,I'mon



thatheavymealtipthismorning.Ifeellikecooking,fewingredientsareneededforthemealI

plantomake.MrhereinsistIwritealist,hecan'taffordhavingmecollapsingintheshopsaisle.

Hedrivesmetohisparentshomefirst.Iwasneverreadyforthissuddenchangeofplan.

NKANYISO:"MawilllookafteryouwhileIrunyourerrandsbabe"

OKUHLE:"butbabe,I'mperfectlyfine.There'snoneedtobotherMrsNxumalo"

NKANYISO:"lasttimeyousaidthosewords,Ifoundyougravellyill.I'mnottakinganychances,

notthistimearound"

OKUHLE:"letyourwillbedoneMrNxumalo"

NKANYISO:"Mrsme,yourhealthandwellbeingcomesfirsttome.Let'snotargueoverthis,

rightnowIfeelleavingyoualoneisrisky"

OKUHLE:"Iunderstandlove,letmegetspoiledbymyfuturemominlaw"

NKANYISO:"nothingmakesmesohappythanseeingmytwofavoritewomangettingalong"

Wedriveinthepremises,theNxumaloresidents.Istartwonderingjusthowrichthesepeople

reallyare.MrNxumaloisawayonsomebusinesstrip,thiswomanandgardening.Iwasvery

shockedwhenIdiscoveredshe'stheoneresponsibleforthisbeautifulgarden.She'sreallya

natureperson.Herfashionsensethough,she'sreallydressedupforsomeonewho'sjust

gardening.I'dloveradingherwardrobeoneofthesedays.Thatwarmsmile,herarmsare

alreadywideopen.Afterthatwarmhug,I'mgladNkabroughtmehere.Lookslikemywishof

raidingthewardrobecamesoonerthanexpected.She'shavingaminifitregardingthefactthat

I'mstillinyesterday'sclothes.I'mdraggedtoherbedroom,thewalkincloset.GoodLordthis

womanhasitall.Everythingisinorderfromtheshoes,hangedclothesandneatlyfolded

clothes.Everythingherescreamsexpensive,IfeellikeI'minsomeclassyboutique.She's

watchingmeinpureamusementandadorationasIgothrougheachandeveryitemofclothing.

Somestillhavetagson.FinallyIfindthisbeautifuldress,lookslikeitwasspecificallymadefor

me.Shetellsmetokeepit,theexcitementisbeyondme.

Wehavebreakfastoveraveryinterestingconversation.She'sgivingmeadvicesonhowto

handleNxumaloman.I'mlovingthistopic,shereallyknowsherkids.Whycan'tIhavesuch

topicswithmymom?Judgingbythechallengesshe'sexperiencedinhermarriage.I'vegotto

say,she'squiteastrongwoman.Don'tletallthisfemininityfoolyou.NowI'mbeingorderedto

rest,butIwasstillenjoyingourbondingsession.Idon'tdaregoagainstherwish,thatserious

facesaysitall.Shealsoadviseagainstdrinkingmedication.Shemakeschamomileteaand



preparesmybath.Idon'tknowwhatkindofherbssheusedbutI'mrelaxedtheminuteI'minside

thissteamybath.Thisreallyfeelslikehome.I'msosleepyandrelaxedbythetimeI'mdonewith

mybath.SheleadsmetoNka'sbedroom.Ipassouttheminutemyheadhitsthepillow.

I'mwokenupbyNkabusykissingmeallovermyface.I'mwellrested,apparentlyI'vebeenout

forthepast5hours.HismomkepthimstrictlydownstairsbecauseIneededmyrest.Hefeels

I'verestedenough.I'morderedtofreshenupbecauselunchisready.Iwanttopermanently

moveinhere.Thetableisset,Ihelpmyselfwithallthegreens.MyRelationshipwithveggies

thesedays.I'mahappywoman,myvisitwasquitetooshort.Nkaisdrivingushomenow.We

callmybrotherjusttoupdatehimofmywellbeing.Wedecidenottoinformtheparents,noneed

forthemtogetworkedupovernothing.

IguesstodaywespendingthenightatNka'splace,I'mbeingpamperedalltheway.The

boyfriendstockeduponallmyfavoritefood,hecatchesuprealquick.I'mlovingallthegreens,

theorangejuice.WepassbyspurforsomeribsandBuffalowings.ApparentlyI'mbookedoff

workfortherestoftheweek.Musictomyears,I'llgetalltherestIneed.Somethingjust

crossedmymind.ThemeetingwithBraMuziwassupposetotakeplacetoday.Icompletely

forgotallaboutthat,assoonasIgetaholdofmyphone.I'llhavetoreschedule.Themanisonly

herefor2weeksmax,that'sexactlywhathesaid.Ican'taffordtomissthisopportunity,

chancesoffindinghimifhedecidestoleavearezilch.He'simpossibletofind,heprobablyuses

adifferentnamealltogether.WhyamIsoconsumedinthesethoughtsagain.Thisisexactly

whatledmetohospitalinthefirstplace.I'mbroughtbacktoearthwhenhesqueezemyhand.

NKANYISO:"loveareyouokay,somethingseemstobestressingyou.I'vecaughtyouacouple

oftimesabsentminded"

OKUHLE:"it'sthisnursethingearlieratthehospital"

NKANYISO:"thoughtwebothagreedonlettingitgobabe,doyouthinkweshouldtrackher

downmaybe"

OKUHLE:"nahbabe,don'tworryI'llgetoverit"

NKANYISO:"Don'tworryMrsmethiswholethingwillpass"

Lyingtohimhasbecomeahabit.Thesoonerthismeetingtakesplace,thebettermylifewillget

backtonormal.I'mnotproudofmylyingstreak.Thisselfishactwillcometoanend.Speaking

ofmyphone,whereisit.It'sprobablyinmyhandbag,flat.I'mdefinitelyreschedulingthis



meeting,withouttheboyfriendsknowledgeofcourse.

Insert72

Nka'spreparingforwork,there'sanurgentmeetinghehastoattend.Hepromisetohavehis

phonewithhimincaseofemergency.HonestlyIfeelperfectlyhealthybutconvincinghimisa

difficultthingtodo.There'sanotheroptionofthedriverpickingmeupanddroppingmebyhis

parentshouse.Idon'tmindthesecondoption.HemakessurethatItakemybreakfastbefore

heleft.Heevencalledhishousehelpertokeepaneyeonme.Allthisisunnecessary,eitherway

I'mnotgoingtowinthisargument.SoIweighmyoptions,thiscouldworkinmyfavour.I'llhave

tomakearrangementswithBraMuziandkilltwobirdswithonestone.AfterhisdepartureI

scratchinmyhandbag,afterchargingamessagepopsupfromBraMuzi.

"guessyouchangedyourmindinregardstoourmeeting.WheneveryoureadyI'maphonecall

away"

He'scluelessofwhatI'vebeenthroughthepast24hours.I'mclosetotears,thinkinghowNka

hasbeentherethroughoutthemostcriticalhoursofmylife.AnimageofhimwithtearswhenI

regainedconsciousness.Ican'tbarelyingtohimanylonger.What'sgottentomelately,Ican't

recognizethepersonI'vebecome.BraMuzileftmewhenIneededhimthemost,hecompletely

shutmeoutanddissapeared.IftableswereturnedNkawould'vebeentherenodoubtaboutit.

Theemotionsaregettingthebetterofme.Ihonestlycan'tgoonlikethis.Itakemyphoneand

dialNka'snumber,itrings4timesbeforeheanswers.

NKANYISO:"babeareyouokay"

OKUHLE:"loveIhavebeenlyingtoyou,I'msincerelysorry"

NKANYISO:"whatareyoutalkingaboutbabe,canwediscussthislaterloveI'minthemiddleof

ameeting.Thedriverwillpickyouupinfewminutes.I'llpickyouupfrommymomaftermy

meetingokay"

OKUHLE:"noproblem,I'lltellyouallaboutitlater.Pleaseforgiveme"

NKANYISO:"whateveritisyouarealreadyforgiven,nowwipethosetearsandgetready.The

driverwillpickyouupinhalfanhour"



I'monaemotionalRollercoaster,myemotionsareallovertheplace.I'vebeencookedupinthis

bedroomsincethatphonecall.AuntyMirriamhasbeenknocking,probablytomakesureI'm

okay.Myphonerings,itsNka.Ipickupimmediately.He'sworriedsickandisalreadyonhisway

home.LastnightIhardlyslept,myconsciencewasgettingthebetterofme.ManytimesI

stoppedmyselffromwakinghimupandconfessingallmysins.EventhoughIwaspreparedto

meetBraMuziinsecrecysomethingjustdidn'tfeelright.Ihearhimbeggingmetoopenthe

door,thatwasquick.What'swithmeandselfishnessthesedays.Hehadtoleavehismeetings

andskipworkjustforme.Thatalonesendsmetoanothercryingfrenzy.Uponopeninghe

engulfsmeinawarmhug.

OKUHLE:"Ican'tkeeponlyingtoyoubabe,I'msorryforlyingtoyou"

NKANYISO:"babyI'mconfused,whatareyouonabout"

OKUHLE:"pleasepromiseyou'llforgivemebaby,Ineedyoutopromiseme"

Helooksevenmorepuzzledbyallthis.I'mamess,alyingemotionalmess.Icomecleanwith

bumpingintoMuzi,myplantosecretlymeetwithhim.Shockiswrittenalloverhisface,Isense

disappointmentaswell.WhathaveIdone,mylieshavecaughtupwithme.He'spacingupand

down,seeminglyfrustrated.HonestlyIcan'tblamehim,whointheirrightmindwillbesaneafter

hearingthenewsthatI'vejustdelivered.I'mwaitingforhimtohaveanoutburst,forhimto

throwmeoutinthestreets.Hesitsintheedgeofthebedandburyhisfaceinhishands.I'mnot

quitesurehowtoapproachhiminthisstate.Hegetsup,takehiscarkeys.He'swalkingouton

me,thisfeelsworsethandeath.Myspiritiscrushedbyhisreaction,butmaybeIdeserveit.

NKANYISO:"LET-OIneedtogetsomefreshair,maybeweneedtimeapart.Idon'tknowwhat

hurtmethemost,maybethefactthatI'veaskedyoucountlesstimesandyoucontinouslylied

tome."

OKUHLE:"Nkaplease"

Thatcomesoutasawhisper,Ineedhimnowmorethanever.Hebangsthedoorbehindhim,

thefrightIget.Thatwasquiteunexpected,maybeIshouldcookhimhisfavoritedish.Weara

sexylingerie,runhimabubblebath.Theoldmewould'vepackedupmythingsandleft.Thisis

myman,I'llstayhereandfixthismessthatI'vecreated.Ishower,changehisbeddingandmake

mywaytothekitchen.Auntymirriamhasalreadyleft,Istartmycookingspreepreparations.I



makemystuffedcheeseandchiveschickenbreast,roastedveggiesandsavoryrice.He'scrazy

overmybeeflasagne,Ipreparethataswell.Justforcontrol.Isetthetable,nothinglikescented

candlestosetthemoodright.HejustParkedhiscar.Ilightallthecandles,themainlightisoff.

Heswitchesonthelight,thesightinfrontofhim.clearlyhedidn'texpectit,tonightwe'llmake

upandmakeout.Iwalktowardshimexudingsomuchconfidence,he'sfindingithard

maintaininghiscomposure.That'smorelikeit,todayI'mgoingtousemyladybitstosoftenhim

up.Hismemberisreadyforaction,notsofastsoldeir.Ineedthismancleanandfed.Itakehis

handandleadhimtothebathroom.Hesmellsofsweathisknucklesareswollen.TonightIplan

totakecareofmyperson.HestripsandsettleinhisBublebath,Ihelpcleanhisknuckles.This

wholetimehehasn'tsaidawordtome.Idecidetoleavehimtohisthoughtsfornow,I'm

alreadyreachingforthedoorhandlewhenhesuddenlyspeaks.

NKANYISO:"LET-OI'mreallydisappointedinyou.Ithoughtwe'vebothagreedonbeinghonest

atalltimes"

OKUHLE:"Idon'tknowwhatcameoverme,I'mdissapontedinmyself"

NKANYISO:"comeherebabe"

Hetakesbothmyhands,looksstraightinmyeyes.It'slikehe'ssearchingmysoul,tryingtofind

answerstothequestionsheshouldbeaskingme.Imakeavowtoalwaysbehonestand

transparent.That'swhatourrelationshipisbuiltupon,thismanhasbeentransparentand

honestfromdayone.Iregretitall,theliesandsecrets.

OKUHLE:"I'msincerelysorrybabe.Ijustdon'tknowwhatcameoverme,whatIwastryingto

achieveorgainbylyingtoyou.AsamatteroffactIdon'tunderstandwhyIchosetotakethat

routeinthefirstplace"

NKANYISO:"allI'maskingisforyoutobehonestatalltimes.Therestwewillfigureoutalong

theway.Nooneisperfectbabe,I'mfarfromperfectionbuttomakeusworkweneedtowork

handinhandbabe"

OKUHLE:"ILET-Ovowtobehonestandtransparentfromthisdayonwardstilldeathdous

apart"

NKANYISO:"soyouliketheLET-Onameafterall,whowould'vethought"

OKUHLE:"nowyouarebeingforward,finishupsoIcanfeedyou"



NKANYISO:"can'tweskipthemainmealfordesserttonight"

OKUHLE:"Don'tyoueventhinkaboutit,afterslavingsohardinthatkitchen.Youhave

15minutestops.Nowgetdone"

Myheartsatpeace,tohaveamanwhotalksabouthisemotionsandfeelingsitsablessing.

There'snowayI'mevermessingthisup,I'llhavemymeetingwithBraMuzistillbutnotin

secrecythistimearound.TheonlythingconnectingmetoBraMuziisthecleansingceremony.

Afterthecleansingtherewillbenothinglinkingustogethereveragain.SpeakingofwhichI'll

explainthedreamstoNkaaswell.Ididn'tthinkmuchofthembutsincewearebeingopenand

transparent.Imightaswellshareallthethingsthatarebotheringme.Somethingaboutwhat

thatnursesaidstillbothersmethough,asmuchasIknowthere'snolittleonebutImightas

welltakecareofmyself.LookhowImysteriouslyfellill.Icansensehisgazebehindme,

OKUHLE:"Mrme,comejoinmepleasebeforethisfoodgetscold"

Wehaveoursupperoverseriousconversation.Mypersonisreallydisappointed,hekeeps

emphasisingoverthehonestytopic.WetouchupontheBraMuzitopic,hedoesn'thavea

problemwithusmeetinginapublicplaceanddiscussingourcleansingprocess.Mysuperman!

Insert73

HonestlytosayI'mblessedwouldbeanunderstatement,heforgavemethateasily.Whoeveris

lookingoutformeupthereisdoinganexceptionaljob.We'vemadeup,hewasspecificabout

secrets.Ivowednevertomakethatsamestupidmistakeeveragain.Nomoregamblingwithmy

blessings.thismanwassentfromabove,Speciallyforme.I'vealwaysheardpeoplespeaking

ofsoulmates.AtsomepointIthoughtitwasjustafairytale,itexist.I'veheardmajorityof

peoplecomplainingaboutloveanditsexistence.I'vefoundmyselfoneofthefewgoodone's.

Cometothinkofit,hispastsqueezeswouldn'tagreewithme.Themanwasaselfproclaimed

fuckboyandnowhe'smyamazingbetterhalf.Weprobablymeetpeoplethataren'tmeantfor

us,andassumethey'llforeverbescrew-ups.Whereastheywerenevermeantforus.Allthese

thoughtsareroamingthroughmymindwhilehe'ssleepingsopeacefullybesideme.I'mjust

layingnexttohimcountingallmyblessingsandhehappenstobepartofthelist.SometimesI

fearwemovingwaytoofast,hemightchangeonmeandexposehistruecolours.Mosttimes

that'stheriskI'mwillingtotake.onecanneverreallyknow.Thislifedoesn'tcomewitha

manual.Ifthere'sonethingI'mcertainof,myheartisatpeacewhenhe'snexttome.He'smy

safetysanctuary,withhimI'mcomfortablebeingmyselfandcomplete.



Theemotionsagain,Idrymytears.Coupleofsniffs.I'mtooemotionalthesedays,thisisall

foreigntome.Maybethisisthepartofgrowthnobodymentionedorpreparemefor.Mymom

andauntalwaysshedtearswheneverthere'sacelebrationorsaddeningnews.It'scrystalclear

I'veinheritedalltheseemotionsfromthem.OnewayoranotherI'llfindawaytocontrolor

minimizethesetears.It'squiteembarrassing.I'mgladlastnightwecametoaconclusionofme

meetingwithBraMuziassoonaspossible.Thiscleansingceremonymusttakeplacesoon.I

can'taffordanothersetback,I'mreadytobeMrsNxumalo.Aftermybrothersweddingthe

lobolanegotiationswillresume.Thethoughtaloneisexciting,mydadwillaccepttherightful

cowsthistimearound.Theconstantmidnighttripstothebathroomaretiring,anotherforeign

habit.

Someoneiskissingmyfaceallover.He'sfullydressedandreadytoleaveforwork.can'teven

recallwhenIfellasleep.I'mstillsleepy,hekissmegoodbyeandleave.Iwakeupthreehours

later,furmishedmyrelationshipwithfoodasoflate.Igetashockofmylife,there'ssomeone

busyhummingandmovingaround.Irushbacktothebedroom,reachformyphoneanddialNka.

Afterheexplainsaboutauntmirriambeingonduty,it'sonlythenthatIgetrelieved.Hereminds

meofeating,gettingrestandschedulingameetingwithBraMuzi.Wesayourgoodbyes,I

freshenupandrushdownstairs.MomMirriammadeveggies,I'mthinkingNkaisdefinitely

behindthis.Ilovehimevenmore,thisdoesn'tcountasbreakfast.I'mhavingapropermealat

9:30am,myorangejuice.I'mafedandhappymess.IdecidetogiveBraMuziaring.

I'mabsolutelysurprisedwhenheanswersinasecondring.Istrictlygetdowntobusiness.He's

willingtomeetuptodayat12:30pmataCafeintown.It'sconfirmed,hesoundsverylaidback.I

decidetoupdatetheboyfriendthroughtext.Nopointindisturbinghim,hereplies'thedriverto

dropmeoffandpickmeupafterthemeeting'Soundsgoodtome,Ilazearoundandlater

prepareforthemeeting.Thedriverhasalreadynotifiedme,Idecidenottokeephimwaitingit's

almost12whenhedropsmeoffatthedesireddestination.Idecidetoorderajuiceandcall

Jase,mymogheyhasbeenscarcelately.Weringeachothereverynowandthen,butImissthe

facefacechats.Theyarealwaysonsomeadventurealmosteveryweekend.Pecksofdatinga

vanillatheyareadventurousbeings.I'mupdatinghimofmylatestshenanigans,hegivesmea

pieceofhismindaboutkeepingsecrets.Haaibo!Itdoesn'tcountforsomethingthat'sI'vecome

cleanandwe'vemadepeace.Jasedoesn'tholdback,he'soneoftherealestpeopleIknow.See

whyIlovehim.

Afterlisteningtoalongspeechaboutloyalty,honestyandgoodman.Wefinallysayour

goodbyes.PeopleprobablythinkI'mcrazylaughingsohardoverthephone,wellwhocares?



Definitelynotme.Thismanhasastrongpresence,hejustwalkedinandfewladiesaredrooling

overhim.Hisdarkskin,broadshouldersandfashionsense.Let'snotevengetstartedonhis

cologne,it'sundeniablyastrongsensualsmell.Hepullsachairandsettleoppositeme.Same

groupofladiesarelookingourdirection,whatthefuck.Theyweregigglingandhavingavery

livelyconversationuntilhewalkedin.Heformallygreetsme,nowthatwedonewiththe

formalities.Ineedtodiscusstherealreasonbehindthismeeting.Hecallsthewaiterandplace

anorderfordrinksforthebothofus.There'snochitchatsthistimearound,he'sbacktobethe

closedoffBraMuzithatIknow.Mybad,thatIusedtofuck.

BRAMUZI:"okuhlefirstandforemostI'dliketoapologizefordissappearingonyoulikethatand

leavingyoutodealwithgriefalone.YouseeokuhleI'm"

Hepause,clearshisthroat.Whateverhe'sabouttodelivernextseemstobedifficult.Hisface

haschangedfrombeingrelaxedtobeingsad.Thismanhasnevershownanyemotionsexcept

thatoflustthroughoutourentirerelationship.It'slikehewentthroughaminitrance,he's

broughtbacktoearthwhenIreachoutandtouchhishand.He'sdeepinthoughtsstill,seems

likehisdebatingwithhimself.

BRAMUZI:"afterthemiscarriage,myfamilywassupposetodoacleansingritualforyou.Look

Ihavetogo.Thisneedstobedonetoavoidhavingproblemsconceivinginthenearfuture.I've

alreadyinformedmyfamily,wheneveryouarereadytheninformme.Anotherthingthe

ceremonywe'llhaveitbackathome,lookokuhleIneedtorush.I'llhearfromyouonceyou

readysowecansetthedate.Takecare"

Hegetsupgrabhiscarkeys,justlikethatheexitstheCafe.Hedidn'teventouchhisdrink,the

timeisexactly12:40pm.Nousesittingherealone.Isettlethebill,gulpmyjuiceandleave.That

manhasdeeperdemonsthananyoneI'veevermet.Hedidn'tevensettlethebill,that'sdefinitely

nothisstyle.Thedrivertakesmehome,IsendmymanatextinforminghimthatI'mdonewith

mymeeting.Hecallsimmediately,hethinksthemeetingnevertookplace.Hesoundsrelieved

whenItellhimittookplaceandI'llsharethedetailslateron.Thedisappointment,Ithought

therewassomekindofdeepexplanation.WellwhatdidIexpect.Iwasamerelyhighlypaidcall

girl.It'sabitterpilltoswallow,it'sallinthepastnow.Themandoesn'towemeanyexplanations.

Wehadacontract,besidethiscleansingritualthere'snoreasonforustokeepintouch.Even

morereasonswhyIappreciatemyman.



TherestofthedayIspendstuffingmyface,lazingaroundandcatchinguponsomereality

shows.I'mexhaustedbutfirstabathisrequired.AftermybathIdecidetotakeanap,atleast

whenIwakeupMrmewillbehome.

NKANYISO:"babewakeup,what'swrong?youaresweatingandscreamingforsomeoneto

stayawayfromyou"

Ifeellightheaded,theghostwomanishauntingmeonceagaininmydreams.Whatdoesshe

wantfromme.Thistimeshewantedtotakeawaymybaby.Thisdreamfeltsurreal,thisis

disturbing.Aproblemsharedisaproblemsolvedright.SoIcomecleanwiththiswomaninmy

dreams,atfirstNkadoesn'tthinkthere'smoreintoit.UntilImentionallthedreamsI'vehadof

her.HethinksweshouldinformSandiso,Icouldn'tagreewithhimmore.Thesedreamsgets

morehecticeachtime.Maybetheyaremeaningless,itcouldbeconnectedtothecleansing

thing.ThereIgoblowingthingsoutofproportion.I'mnotevenpregnant!

Insert74

TheonlyformofcommunicationthatIreceivedfromBraMuziwasaconfirmationtextassuring

mehewillbereachableforthenexttwoweeks.Imustnotifyhimassoonasthedateisset.

Thiswassenttwodaysafterourveryshortmeeting.Thisallledustoarushedvisitto

Mpumalangatoinformtheparents.Bab'Khumalowillbeattendingachurchconferenceonthe

Saturdaywepickedforthecleansing.Asaresultonlymymomwillaccompanyme,besidesmy

daddoesn'tfollowtraditionthatmuch.ApparentlyI'mtheonlypartyneededforthecleansing

butMaKhumalowantstoaccompanymetoofferhersupport.MrsNxumaloalsowantstojoin

us.IinformedBraMuziofthedatewepickedandhe'sokaywithit.Hewillarrangeforhisdriver

topickusupanddriveustohishome.Thesoonerwedothisceremonythebetter.

ThetriptoMpumalangawasasuccess.Sandisoisunreachable,Nkaevenlefthimanemail.I

hadaverydisturbingdreambackathome.Thiswomanwasonhermissiontosnatchmybaby

away.Justthenanotherwomancametomyrescue,Iwasstandingbehindherthewholetime.

Ghostwomanendedupgivingup.Thewomenwhorescuedme,smiledatmeandleft.Imust've

beenscreamingbecauseMaKhumalowokemeup.Iendedupsharingthedisturbingdreams.

Shecalledhersistersinchrist,theyprayedforthisevilspirittoleave.Iwasgivenstrict

instructionstoprayusingawhitecandle.Theyevengavemeholyoilandwater.It'sbeenhelpful,

oneofthechurchwoman.Ithinkshe'saseerofsomesort,assuredmeallwillberevealedbutI



mustnotstoppraying.

I'mforeverexhaustedmustbethemidnightprayers.EversincewestartedprayingIhaven'thad

anynightmares.Thedaysforthecleansingaregettingcloser.Ijustwantthistobeoverand

donewith.I'mhardlycopingatworkalso,I'vecometoaconclusionthatit'sexhaustion.Mrs

NxumaloevensuggestedthatIstopworkingforawhile.Shewantsmetomoveintemporarily

withher.Nkaisalsoinfavourofmenotworkingforawhilebuthe'snotsofondofmemoving

temporarilywithhisparents.Heevencameupwithanalternativeofmebeingpickedupinthe

morningsanddroppedoffathomelater.Icantbelievetonightweareleavingforthecleansing.

BraMuzitextedmethedriverscontactnumbers,it'seasierthisway.Wedecidedtoleave

Thursdayafternoon,itwasMrsNxumalo'sidea.Atleastwecangetsettledandrestbeforethe

wholethingtakesplace.MaKhumaloarrivedyesterday.

I'mallpackedandreadytoleave.Thedriverisalreadywaitingforus.Apparentlyweare

headingtoMondloinKZN.Thedriversaysit'sa5-6hoursdrive,BraMuzihasbookedustothe

nearbyguesthousesowecanrestproperlybeforetheceremony.I'mnotlookingforwardtothe

longdrivebutwetravelinginh1sothere'senoughroomforthethreeofus.MrsNxumaloand

MrsKhumaloaregettingalongprettywell.Whowould'vethought.Apartfromlivingaluxurious

lifestyle,I'vecometoknowMrsNxumaloasaveryhumble,downtoearthwoman.She'satrue

definitionofneverjudgeabookbyitscover.Mymomontheotherhandisasimple,housewife.

She'snotintodressingup,cometothinkofitI'veneverseenherwearingmakeupexceptformy

brother'sengagementparty.She'sthemostnaturalwomanIknow,wholovesbakingandtaking

careofherhusband.Boththesewomanaregorgeousintheirownway,theyarecontentwith

theirlifestyles.Isn'tfunnyhowwedesiredifferentthingsinlifebutweallreachthesamelevel

ofsatisfactionandcontentment.

Wearebeingspoiledrotten.Wedon'tmakeusualstopsatfillingstations.Butourstopsareat

themallsinfancyrestaurants,thedrivergivesusstacksofR200notesandleaveustoeatin

peace.Icanalreadyseemymomisquestioningthiswholesetup,MrsNxumaloisnoteven

bothered.She'ssousedtomoneybeingspent,thisisanormtoher.MaKhumaloislookingat

mewithsuspiciouseyes,I'vebeenindulginginveggiesthewholetripanddowningthemwith

myorangejuice.Restaurantsoffersthebest,freshlysqueezedorangejuice.Ahappywomanis

meatthishour.

It'sbeen4hoursintheroad.Thedrivertellsusournextstopistheguesthouse.Thank

goodness,I'mexhaustedfromnothingbutstuffingmyface,browsingthesocialnetworksand



dozingoffeverynowandthen.ThevehiclecomestoastopandI'mthefirsttogetoff.Weare

handedthekeys.Thedriverpromisetopickusupagainthenextday.Hesaysthefridgeandthe

cupboardsarestockeduponthingswemayneed.Hefirsttakesusonthehousetourfirst,Iget

thefeelingthisisnotaguesthouse.It'sprobablyoneofBraMuzi'smanyproperties,thatmanis

loaded.Thishousehasahomelyfeel.It'slocatedinasuburbanarea,there'sapoolattheback.

It'ssohotI'mtemptedtogoforaswim.Ierasethatthoughtquickly,besideshavingnobathing

suit.Idon'twanttogiveMaKhumaloevenmorereasonstotalk.Thewholetrip,she'sbeen

staringatmesuspiciously.It'sasifshewantstotellmesomething,maybeshewantsto

enquiremoreaboutBraMuzi.

Allwillberevealedtomorrow,hopefullytheywon'tjudgemeformypastmistakes.LuckilyBra

Muzidoesn'tevenlookthatold.ThefunnythingIdon'tevenknowhowoldheis.He'soneof

thosestrict,nononsensetypeofguys.Roughlyhecouldbeinhismidthirties,wellthat'smy

assumption.AllIneedisabathandabed.IvideocalltheboyfriendwhileI'msoakinginthebath.

He'sbeingnaughtytonight,askingmetoshowhimmyladybits.It'svideocallsoIobligetohis

everydemands.Theonlythingmissingisabubblyrightnow,I'mgigglingwhenthedoor

suddenlyopen.Whathappenedtoprivacy.I'mbeingsurmonedtogetoutofthebathbeforeI

catchacold.Thefirmtone,thisisunnecessary.Reallynow,MaKhumaloissuchamoodkiller.

LuckilyIwasdoneplayingnudistoverthephone.

Wesettleonthecouchafterourprayersession,thefocusisnotevenonthetelevision.I'min

thepresenceofgreatness,theguidanceI'mreceivingtonight.Thetopicspiraloutofcontrol,

theyarequestioningmeaboutBraMuzi.OfcourseIhavenochoicebuttolie.HowdoItellthem

aboutthecontractandthenatureofourrelationship.Sometimeswelietoprotecttheoneswe

love.SolongasNkaknowsthetruth,therestcansettlewithmyexplanation.I'mextremely

fatigued,besidesIwanttoescapetheseunexpectedquestions.Nowtheyarequestioningthe

financialstateofthisman,thisismyqueuetoleave.FinallyI’mfree,acallcomesthroughfrom

BraMuzi.WhyamIshockedbyallthis.Nogreeting,thismancanberude.hewantedtoknowif

wesettledinwell,alsototellmeaboutthepanicbuttonandallthatsafetyjibberishnonsense.

Heconcludesthere'snothingtoworryaboutitsaquiteneighborhoodwithveryfewbreakin's.

Whatwasthepointofthiscallinthefirstplace.

I'mpuzzledbythesuddencaringnature,thismanhasseriousissues.AmessagefromJasehe

won'tmakeittheyareflyingtoThailandFriday.Talkaboutnicelifeproblems.Mymogheyis

livingitup.AnothervideocallfromtheboyfriendthistimeImadesurethedoorislocked.Ican't

haveourprivatemomentsbeingdisturbedonceagain.Besidestherehaven'tbeentoomuch

actionlately.In-betweenbeinghauntedandfatiguedwheredoesonegetthetimeforintimacy.

Oncethiscleansinggetdone,Iwantmybuffeteveryday.IwanttobeservedtothepointwhereI



can'tfeelmykneesandIinstantlypassout.Thosetwoladiesarechatting,laughinglikeold

friends.Maybethistripwasmeanttobringbothfamiliescloser.Iwonderwillmydadgetalong

withMrNxumalo,there'sonlyonewaytofindout.AtextfromBraMuziwishingmeagoodnight

sleep,what'swiththismanandpretendingtocareallofthesudden.Ifallasleepfantasizing

aboutNka.

Insert75

Morningcomes,it'sFridaypast8am.Whyisitsoquite.Theyarestillsleeping,that'safirst.

MaKhumaloisusuallyawakeroundaboutthistime.Iwonderwhendidtheysleeplastnight,

theywerestilllaughingandchattingthetimeIfellasleep.Ijumpintheshower,theplanisto

surprisethemwithbreakfastinbed.I'mdone,thefridgeandcupboardsarefilledwithgroceries

formonths.Everythingissealed,thisgrocerieshasbeenrecentlybought.Aftergoingthrough

everyexpirydatecarefully,everythingisstillingoodcondition.HowdoIdothis?Ihonestlycan't

standthesmellofeggsasoflate.WhatkindofbreakfastwillImakethatdoesn'tinvolveeggs.

Screwthis!I'monapropermealtip.Idefrostthemeat,choptheveggies,preparepap.Theycan

alwayssettleforcerealsifmyfoodwillbetoomuchforthem.I'mhalfwaydone,stillnosignof

thetwoladies.AtleastMaKhumalogetstorest,thisthingofwakingupearlyinthemorningasif

rushingsomewheremuststop.Apparentlyitcomeswithage,thatdefinitelywon'tbeme.

It'spast10whenManxumalo,makesherappearance.She'salreadydressedup,pecksofhaving

ensuitebathroomsineverybedroom.Shelooksimpressedbythesightinfrontofher.Isn'tit

obviouseverymotherinlawwantsadomesticateddaughterinlaw.

MANXUMALO:"somethingsmellsdivine,I'llfinallyhavethepleasureoftastingthefoodNka

hasbeenravingabout"

OKUHLE:"I'msurehe'sexaggerating,let'shopeittasteasgoodasitsmells"

MANXUMALO:"letmebethejudgeofthat,smallpotionsforme.I'mstillwatchingmyfigure"

Thiswomanisfullofjokes,whatfigure.She'snaturallygiftedwithasmallwaist.Wellshe'sslim,

smallwaist,smallbreasts,yourtypicalslimwoman.She'sprobablya34andhereIamgaining

kilosbytheweek.Whocares,mymanappreciatestheextrameats.Theymakegreatcushions.

MaKhumalojoinsusafterafewminutes,Idecidetodishupforallofus.MaNxumalokeeps

remindingmeofthepotions.Weeatoveralightconversation,surprisinglybothofthemare



cluelessofthecleansingceremony.I'mtryingtohaveanideaofwhat'sawaitingme,withno

luckfrombothparties.NowthetopicisabouthowmuchofabigeaterIam.CanIbeleftalone

toenjoymyfoodinpeace.Savedbythecall.

Mymanissosweet,wespokeforoveranhour.Declaringourundyingloveforeachother,

wonderwhendoeshegethisworkdone.AfterourlovelyconversationIdothedishes,todayI'm

takingadipinthatswimmingpool.There'snowayI'mlettingthisopportunitymissme.Plusit's

veryhot.Amessagefromthedrivercomesthrough,hewillpickusupat2pm.I'llusethe

remainingtimetoexplorethispool.Irockmybraandshorttight.LuckilyIbroughtthosealong.I

diveinthepool,thetwogranniesarelookingatmelikeI'velostmymarbles.It'shotandI

couldn'tbebothered.Fewminuteslatertheyarealsointheirtightandbras.NowI'mtheone

watching,thisiscrazy.Wearelaughing,havingfun.Thisislovely.Irushout,grabmyphone

andsnapfewshots.Weenduptakingmoreselfiesinthewater.Idon'teverrecallseeingmy

momthishappyandcarefree.

Iremindthemofthedriverandthetimehe'spickingusup.Wehadsomuchfun,Idon'tregret

jumpinginthatpool.Weprepareonceagain,thewholeway.Wearedwellingonthefunwehad

earlier,thepoolisourmaintopic.Wedriveforanhourorso.Wefinallystopatthisbeautifulbig

house.It'sabighousethatconsistof5modernrondavelsoutside.ThereIthoughtwewere

comingtothebundus,wearewelcomedbythisveryfriendlyelderman.Hecallstwoyoung

boystohelpuswithourbags.Wedon'tevenhavetoomuchluggage.Hegreetsusinavery

respectablemanner.Wearebeingledtothemainhouseallthewaytothelounge.There'stwo

olderaunties,BraMuziandanotherelderman.Aftertheintroductions,I'vecometolearnthe

oldermansittingnexttoBraMuziishisdad.NowIseewhereheinheritedhislooksfrom.One

oftheauntishisstepmom,theotherhisfather'ssisterandthefriendlymanisalsohisfather's

brother.

Oncemynameismentionedhisauntwailsandengulfmeinahug.What'sthisallabout.Weare

beingseateddownandtheyexplainthewholeprocessregardingthecleansing.That'snotrain

smash,theyarewaitingforanelderaunt.Wearegivenoneoftherondavelstouse.Wesetllein

thisisverymodern,it'sevenairconditioned.MrsNxumaloisaveryfreespiritedperson.She's

alreadycomplimentingMuzi'sgoodlooks.Thecleansingwillbedoneearlyhoursofthemorning.

MaKhumaloandMrsNxumalojointhetwoauntiesinthelounge.Idecidetotakealittletourand

explorethisyard.It'ssuchabigyard.

There'salovelyvegetablegarden,thisisinteresting.Whoeverisresponsibleforthismustbe



passionate.Isettleunderthebigtree,theshadeisjusttoonice.Ishould'vebroughtmyphone

with.I'mcertaintheboyfriendislossinghismindtryingtoreachme.Thepeacefulenvironment

isdoingthingstomysoul.

BRAMUZI:"thisiswhereyouarehiding"

OKUHLE:"youalmostgavemeafright"

BRAMUZI:"Itwasn'tmyintention,thisiswhereIalsofindmysolace.Rightunderthissame

spot"

OKUHLE:"there'ssomethingpeacefulunderthisbigtree"

BRAMUZI:"Ioncespentthreemonthsunderthisbigtree,everydayapartofmereceived

healing"

OKUHLE:"threemonths,that'salongdurationtospendunderthisshade"

BRAMUZI:"Idon'tusuallysharemypersonallifewithanyone.KuhleIwasonce

married,happilymarriedtoabeautifulwoman.Wehadabeautifuldaughternamed

Thandolwethu.Shewas4yearswhenwewereinvolvedinafatalaccident.Oneminutewewere

allhappysingingoneofherfavoritenurseryrhymes.Thenexttherewasthishugebang,I

bangedmyheadonthesteeringwheel.Itwaslightsout.NextthingIwokeupinthehospital.I

wastoldbothmywifeandkiddidn'tsurvive"

OKUHLE:"whatnurseryrhymeswasyourdaughtersinging"

Myquestiontookhimbysurprise.Aftereverythinghehassharedwithmethat'sthefirst

questionthatcrossedmymind.IswearwhathejusttoldmewasthesamedreamIhadbackin

thehospital.ThemostdisturbingpartisthatIsawhowhiswifeandkidlosttheirlives.He's

reallypuzzledbythiswholething.

OKUHLE:"doyouhaveapictureofyourlatewifeandkid"

Hepullsouthiswalletandcheckssomething.Hestandsupandoffermehishand.Istandup

withoutaskinganyquestions.Heleadsmetooneoftherondavels.Hetakesoutthekeyfrom

hisbackpocket.Hesighsheavilyoncethedoorisopen.Ifollowbehindhimandthereinthewall

hangsthebiggestpictureframeofbothhiswifeandkid.Istartshaking,mywholebodyfeels

numb.Mygoodness,thisisthesamewomanthat'sbeenhauntingmeinmydreams.Whatdoes



shewantwithme.Myheadisspinning,Ineedair.Mymouthisdry,I'mstrugglingtobreath.

BRAMUZI:"okuhleareyouokay,comesitdownabit.Letmegetyouwater"

AllIdoisnod,Ican'tfindmyvoice.Hegivesonebottleofwaterinthefridge.Itakehugegulps,

I'mtryingallmeanstocalmmyselfdown.Ican'taffordtopassout,afteralmosthalfanhour.

I'mcalmnow.IstareatthatPicforthelongestoftime.Thisisthesamesameoutfitshehadon

thetimeoftheaccident.BraMuziislookingatmeallconfused.Thisismorechallenging,how

doItellhimaboutmynightmares.ThefactthatIsawhowherlifeendedwhilehewas

unconscious.Whydidsherevealedallthesethingsinmydreams.

BRAMUZI:"okuhleareyouokay?"

OKUHLE:"Isawher,Isawhowbothofthempassedonwhileyouwereunconscious.Isawhow

thewholeaccidentunfolded"

BRAMUZI:"no!Shitthiscan'tbe"

Hehashishandsoverhishead.I'mwrappedupinmyownworld.Whatthehelldoesthis

womanwantfromme!

Insert76

Hekeepsrepeatingthewords"itcan'tbe".Wait!Whatdoeshemeanitcan'tbe.Whatexactly

doesheknow?Couldthisbeconnectedtowhathiswifewassayinginmydream,aboutme

beingherhusband'schosenone.Wooow!Ihonestlycan'tstandthisanymore.I'mbeingindenial

somehowI'vealreadyconnectedthedotsinmyhead.There'sstillahopefulpartthatpraysI'm

wrong,hopefullymytheoryistotallywrong.Thisexplainswhyshechosetorevealeverythingto

me.I'minlovewithsomeoneelse,myheartbeatsadifferenttuneforsomebodyelse.Ifmy

theoryistrue,thenwhat'sthemeaningofhergivingmethebabyatfirstandlatertryingto

snatchherfromme.Thisallsoconfusing,Ineedfreshair.Thismanhasbeenpacingupand

down,thataloneismakingmedizzy.Itrytoleavebuthegrabsmyhand.



BRAMUZI:"pleasedon'tleave,sitweneedtotalk"

OKUHLE:"Ineedfreshair"

BRAMUZI:"Igotyou"

'please'he'sneverbeggedmebefore.Igetthefeelinghehasanswerstosomeofmyquestions.

Heswitchontheaircon.Hepullsachairandsitsoppositeme.Thismanhasneverbeen

vulnerableandsoopenwithmebefore.He'samess,hiseyesareglisteningwithtears.Dear

God.no!Somehowmyassumptionshasbeenconfirmed.HiseyesarealreadysayingwhatI've

beendreadingandavoidingsincelearningtheghostwomanwashiswife.Heclearshisthroat,

I'mbusyshakingmyheadnoandhisnodding.Thisistoomuchformetohandle.Whyme?I

meanmeandherhusbandonlyhadaphysicalrelationshiptherewerenoemotionsinvolved.

Yeswelostourbaby.doesn'tmebeinginlovewithsomeoneelsecountsforsomething.

BRAMUZI:"okuhle,whatelsedidsheshowyouinthedreams.Whatelsedidshetellyou?"

OKUHLE:"shehandedmeabeautifulbabygirlbutlatelyshewasviolent.Shewantedtosnatch

thebabyfromme.ShetoldmeI'mthechosenoneforherhusband"

BRAMUZI:"howdidshepasson,howdidtheyleavethisearthokuhle.Noonetoldme.you

know,I'vebeggedhertorevealthattome.Onedayshetoldmethatcanonlyberevealed

throughthechosenone"

OKUHLE:"what!NoIcanneverbethechosenoneMuzi.Talktoher,theremustbeaway"

BRAMUZI:"I'mjustasconfusedokuhle,themomentIdevelopedfeelingsforyou.Ichoseto

endthecontractaltogetherbutthenIcamehomeandmygrandfathertoldmeIneededtofind

youandsavethebaby.ItriedbyallmeanstogettoyouasquickasIcouldbutthenitwas

alreadytoolate"

OKUHLE:"yourgrandfatherwhereishe?Howdidheknowaboutthepregnancy.Ialsodidn't

know.WhereisheMuzi"

BRAMUZI:"weburiedhimlastmonth,hetoldmetofindyouanddothiscleansingceremonyin

ordertosaveyourbaby"

OKUHLE:"whatbabyMuzi,I'mnotpregnant.Thedoctorconfirmedthat"

BRAMUZI:"howmanydoctorsdidyousee,didn'tyouseekasecondopinion"

OKUHLE:"I-I,O'myGod,itcan'tbe.Ican'tbepregnant"



BRAMUZI:"thisexplainswhyshewantstotakethechildawayfromyou"

OKUHLE:"shemustnotstartwithmeMuzi,speaktothatwifeofyours!Imnotgoingtoloose

mybabyoverhermadness"

BRAMUZI:"calmdownokay,shecan'thurtyourbaby.Afterthecleansingshe'llleaveyou

alone"

OKUHLE:"whataboutthechosenonestorythen?Whydidsheevenchoosemeinthefirst

place?

BRAMUZI:"becauseyouarethefirstwomanIdevelopedfeelingsforafterherpassing"

I'mleftshocked,helooksdownafterdeliveringthatstatement.Whendidheevenfellforme,

whydidn'thetellme.WhyamIfindingthissohardtobelieve.Thismanhasbeensoclosedoff,

hehadmethinkinghewasmarried.Henevertookmetohisplace,itwasalwaysdifferent

hotels.HeckIdon'tevenknowhissurname.Hewasverygenerouswheremoneywas

concernedapartfromthattimehespentthenightatmyplace.Iwasnothingbutasexualobject

tohim.WhyamIsosad,helovedhiswifethatmuch.Iknowguyswhoevenbringtheirsidedish

totheirmaternalbeds.Theloyaltytowardshiswifeisplainlyinsane.Idoubthe'lleverlove

anyoneasmuchashelovedhiswife.Howcomedidourbabydiethen,wasn'thiswife

somehowinvolved.

OKUHLE:"wasyourlatewifeinvolvedinmemiscarryingourchild"

BRAMUZI:"no!"

OKUHLE:"howcanyoubesosure"

BRAMUZI:"becauseshechoseyouforme,shewantsyoutocarrymyseed.Henceyourbaby's

lifeisindangerokuhle.Shewantsnooneelseformebutyou"

OKUHLE:"MuziNo!whatdidIdotoyourwifetomakemylifesodifficult?"

BRAMUZI:"likeIsaidrelax,thiswillbesortedoutokay"

OKUHLE:"thisisfuckedup!"

BRAMUZI:"tellmeaboutit?"

Thisbetterbefixed.ThisexplainswhyhechasedmeawaytheminuteIdeliverednewsof

miscarriagetohim.HewasalreadydealingwithsomuchandhereIwasaddingontohispain.



HowwasItoknow,allIneededwasashouldertocryonandhethrewmeoutlikethrash.Iwas

alsogoingthroughahardtime.Ineededhimmore,theemotions.Iasktobeexcusedandhelet

megowithoutanyhasslesthistimearound.IjustrememberedI'mapregnantwoman,even

thoughI'mfindingithardtobelieve.Ineedtocalmdown,can'taffordtostressandriskmy

babyslife.

Igostraighttoourrondavelandthrowmyselfonthebed.Whataday!Itakemyphoneandtext

Nka.

'youarethebestthingthathaseverhappenedinmylife.IloveandappreciateyoumyZwide.

Can'twaittocomebackhome.There'sasurprisewaitingforyou'

Mesagesent,Ismilealone.I'mtooexhausted,I'lleataftermynap.Ifallasleepimmediately.

Theresheisagaininmydreams,thistimeshe'sstandinginthesameroomthatI'msleepingin.

Butshe'sstandingfromadistance.Imfuming,whydoesshekeepstalkingmydreams.Iaskher

whatdoesshewantfromme.Sheturnsaroundandpointsnexttotheheadboard.There'smy

gurdianangel,she'slookingdownonmesmiling.That'swhoshe'safraidoff.Itellherstraight

upI'mhappywithmyboyfriendandsheneedstostayawayfromme.Shemustchoose

someoneforherhusband.Shedissappearesonceagain.Ilookupatmygurdianangel,she

looksfamiliar.She'sgorgeous,shesmilesatmebeforedissappearing.Iwakeupfrommy

dreamfeelinglighter.Ihopethiswomangotmymessageloudandclear.I'mnotabouttoleave

mysupportivelovingmanforMuzioranymanforthatmatter.

I'mfurmished,cravingforcreamspinach,rawcabbagemaybecoleslaw,greensalad,mushroom,

pumpkinandmyorangejuice.Ibrushmynotsovisibletummy

"Ithinkwearegoingtodriveyourfatherinsanewithalltheseweirdcravings,maybehemust

startplantingvegetablesandstockuponsomeoranges.Lolthankyouforchoosingme,I

promisetolove,protectandtakecareofyou"

MaybeIshouldmoveinwithMrsNxumalowhenwegetbackhome.MaybeIshouldalsostay

offfromworkuntilmybabyisborn.Thatnursefromthehospital,mygoodnesstodayI'm

solvingsomanymysteries.Allthat'sleftnowisforthecleansingtooccurthenIcanfocuson

mypregnancy.WaittillNkahearsaboutthesegreatnews.Firstweneedtoseekforasecond

opinion.ButIfeelpregnantalready.Thecravings,thefatigue,thevomiting.It'sallmakingsense



now.NowIneedtoknowwho'smyguardianangel.ThewomanwhoprotectedmefromGhost

woman.Whoisshe?HowissherelatedtomeorNka?

Sheremainsanothermysterytobesolved.MaKhumalocomestocheckuponme,shebrought

mefood.I'mexciteduntilIseewhat'sintheplate.Tripethesmellalone,sendsmestraightto

thebathroom.Herewegoagain,thisisgoingtobethelongestfirsttrimester.Ihatevomiting

withapassionbutthelifegrowinginsidemeismoreprecious.

BothMaKhumaloandMrsNxumaloarelookingatmewithsomuchconcern.Thesmelloftripe

hasfilledthisroom.IthinkI'mgonnabesick.Anotherbathroomtrip!

Insert77

Thankgoodnesstheyremovedthetripe,Ihadtostayinthebathroomforalmosthalfanhour.

ThewholetimeIwascommunicatingwiththeMrsexplainingwhatgotmesickinthefirstplace.

Theyhadtoremovethetripefromtheroom.TheminuteIgetout,Bothwomanarelookingat

mesuspiciously.IhopeI'mnotquestioned.I'mnotwillingtosharethisuntilI'mabsolutelysure

ofmystory.IbelievemeandNkashouldfirstabsorbthis,celebratefirstbeforeinformingthe

wholefamily.TheyaskmewhatwouldIdesiretoeat,somethingtellsmetheyhavealready

figuredoutwhat'shappening.Solongastheykeepittothemselves.Igetcarriedawaywithmy

veggiesandorangejuice.Theybothlookateachotherandstartgiggling.Whatever!Mrs

Nxumaloaskoneofthehelperstopreparememyfood.I'mimpatientlywaiting,theminutethe

foodisdeliveredIwanttodigin.ButMrsNxumaloandbothMaKhumalofirsttastethefoodand

theyasktheladytotasteaswell.Theyarecomplainingaboutthesalt,theladysaysthesaltis

fine.Theybothwinkateachotherandgivememyfoodtoeatafterthankingthelady.Isaw

whatthatwasallabout,I'mgladtheyhavemybacklikethat.Seemslikethislittleonehasmore

protectionfromeveryone.

Weretiretothebedsincebeinginformedthatthecleansingwilltakeplaceearlyhoursofthe

morning.IforoneI'mverymuchexhausted.It'sbeenoneheckofaday.Idozeoffwithout

speakingtotheboyfriend.Wearewokenupat4am.Alltheeldersarealreadyawake,firstthey

burntheincenseandreciteourstorytotheancestors.ThebabyImiscarriedisnamed

Nkazimulo,Icry.Suchabeautifulname.AtleastnowI'llhaveanametorememberhimby.

They'vealreadymixedsomeherbsinabigbucket.Oneelderlywomanordersmetoget

completlynakedshepoursthewaterfrommyheadandwashesmybody.She'sreciting

somethingtotheancestors.I'mshiveringtothepointwhereIdon'tevenhearwhatshe'ssaying.

Sherepeatsthewholeprocessalloveragain.Whenshe'sdone,shetellsmeImustn'tdrymy



bodyoruseanyointment.Thisisallnewtome,theycovermewithablanket.AllIcanthinkofis

mybabyrightnow.Thereareotherritualsthattheydid,bythetimewearedoneallIwanttodo

issleep.

Bythetimethesuncomesupwearedonewitheverything.That'swasonehecticmorning.I'm

gladthisisallbehindme.Icannowfocusonmylifegoingforward.Weareleavingmidday,

they'vepreparedanicelunchandaskedustojointhem.Aftertheirhospitalityandwelcoming

uswithwarmhands,whoarewetodenythemoftheirrequest.FirstItakeamuchdeserved

nap,Ihonestlyneeditafterbeingrobbedofmysleep.I'mwokenuplatertofreshenupandjoin

everyoneforlunch.DidIreallysleepthatmuch?

Ijoineveryoneandsurprisinglyeveryoneisgoingonaboutmyglow.Muzi'sdadlookssomehow

disappointed,clearlyhewassidingwithghostwoman.AfterourlunchjustbeforeweleaveMuzi

asktohaveawordwithme.Ifigurethisisthelastwewillevertalkorbeinthesameroomso

whynot.MrsNxumaloandMaKhumaloarestilldistractedbyMuzi'saunt.Thatwomancantalk

fordays,theyseemtobeenjoyingwhateverstoryshe'stellingthem.Thisismyqueuetoleave.

Iseehimunderthatbigtree,there'ssomethingaboutthattree.It'stheraupatic,itfeedsthesoul

andbringaboutpeace.Ican'tbeattachedtoit,justincaseItstartshauntingme.Whowould've

thought?Imaginebeinghauntedbytheleavesandbranches.Lol!I'llprobablybeblownoffthe

bed.Sometimesmymindwandersaround.Isettlenexttohim,hehasn'tmadeanysignto

acknowledgemypresence.Idon'thavethewholedaybesidesIdon'twantanotherepisodeof

ghostwoman.

OKUHLE:"youaskedtoseeme,areyouokay?"

BRAMUZI:"Ican'tlethergookuhle,I'mstrugglingtolethersoulrestinpeace"

OKUHLE:"that'shectic,haveyoutriedcounselingorseeingatherapist.talkinghelps.youknow

especiallywithastranger"

BRAMUZI:"Ijustcan'tfindpeace,Ifeellikeafailureokuhle.Icouldn'tprotectthemwhenthey

neededmemost"

OKUHLE:"it'snotyourfault,youwereunconscioustherewasnothingyoucould'vedoneabout

it"

BRAMUZI:"I'mthereasonshecameforyouokuhle,Idon'twanttolethergo"



OKUHLE:",whatdoyoumean,youarethereasonshecameforme"

BRAMUZI:"she'sdesperateokuhle,youwereheronlyhopeofcrossingover"

OKUHLE:"I'mlost,what'sherdesperationgottodowithme.Howisshenotcrossingover?"

BRAMUZI:"she'ssadokuhle,shewantstocrossoverandbewithherdaughter"

OKUHLE:"what'sstoppingherfromcrossing.Whatdoyoumeanherdaughter"

BRAMUZI:"I'msorryyouhadtobedraggedinthemiddleofthisokuhle.Theonlywayshecan

crossoverisifIreleaseherfrommyheartokuhle"

OKUHLE:"OwmyGod"

BRAMUZI:"youarenotmychosenoneokuhle,shehadtomanipulateyouinorderformetolet

hergo.Ijustcan'tokuhle.Irefuseto"

OKUHLE:"whydon'tyouwanttolethergo,whyareyoupunishingherevenbeyondhergrave"

BRAMUZI:"shehadanaffairwithmybusinesspartner,whennewsstartedcirculatingthatthe

childmightnotbemine.Ihadtestdone,resultsonlycameoutaftertheirfuneral.Turnsoutthe

babyisnotmine.Iwanthertosufferandthisismywayofpunishingher.Hersoulwillroamand

followmearound.Shewillwatchmelivingthelifethatshedecidedtotakefromme.Don'task

metolethergo,IwanthertosufferandmymissionistopunishhertillIdie"

Mymouthhangsopen.Hemeansexactlywhathejustsaid.Veinsfromhisforeheadare

poppingout,hiseyesarebloodshotred.Hissweatingprofusely.Ican'tbeinthepresenceof

suchhatredandevilness.Istanduptoleave,thismaniscompletlyinsane.Whopunishesa

deadpersoninthatmanner.Thepoorwife,nowondershegotsoaggressivewithme.Iwasher

onlyhope,tothinkIwasagainsther.MygoodnessIjustwanttogetoutofhere.Thecoldnessin

hiseyeswhenhesaidhewillneverlethergo.Thatlookalonesentshiversdownmyspine,I

almostgotinthemiddleofacrossfire.

Igostraighttotherondavelandpackedallmyclothes.Iwenttothebathroomtogatherallmy

toiletries.Ilookedupinthemirror,theresheisstandingbehindme.Tearsfallingfreelyfromher

face,shelookssad.Iwanttoreachoutforherandcomforther.Whatkindofahumanbeing

doesthattoanother.Shehadanaffair,doesitmeanshemustsufferfortherestofherafterlife.

Iturnaroundandshehasvanished.Ican'tstandbeinghereanymore.TothinkIevenfeltsorry

forBraMuzi24hoursago.Whokeepsamotherawayfromherchild.Thisplacewilldriveme

insane.I'mimpatient,letmefetchthesetwowoman.IbumpintoBraMuzionmywaytocallthe

twoMrs.Helooksatmeandsmileasifhehasn'tjustconfessedsuchdirtysecret.Thedriveris



alreadywaitingforus,webidourfarewelltoeveryone.TheminutethecartakesoffIblockBra

Muzi'snumber,Idon'twantanythingtoeverdowithhimorhisevilways.

Thedriversuggestthatwecanspendthenightattheguesthouseandhewillpickusup

tomorrowmorning.EveryonegetsashockwhenIscreamovermydeadbody.Theylookatme

asifI'velostmymind.Fuckthisshit!IwantnothingtoeverdowithBraMuzi,hispropertyor

money.Thisdrivermustdropushome.IwonderwhoisBraMuzi'snextvictim,clearlyhiswife

won'tstoptryingtocrossovertoherdaughter.Whoevergirlhemeetsnextisintrouble.Maybe

itwasablessingindisguisethatImisscaried,theyalwayssayeverythinghappensforareason

andtodayIcanattesttothatstatement.Whatcould'vebecomeofourbabyinthisbattle

betweenthelivingandtheghostthat'sdesperatetocrossover.

TodayIdon'tevenwantthefancyrestaurantstops,fuckIwantmyman

Insert78

I'mstillindisbeliefregardingBraMuzi'sconfessions.Imighthaveoverreactedearlierdueto

shock.NowthatI'mabitcalm,Ifeelbad.Heprobablyneededsomeoneneutraltooffloadallhis

buggages.Heprobablydidn'texpectsuchreactionfromme.Especiallysincethewifemade

contactandrevealedsuchdelicateinformationtome.MaybeIhadthewillpowertosaveher,all

itwould'vetookwassomeconvincing.NowIreallyfeelbad,guiltytobeexact.Bothofthem

trustedmewiththeirdeepestdarkestsecrets.HadIstayedaminutelongerandtooktimeto

absorbeverything,maybeIwould'vecomeupwithasolutiontobenefitbothparties.Isomehow

feellikegettinginvolvedwould'veputmybaby'slifeindanger.Whoknowswhatghostwomanis

willingtosacrificeinorderforhertocrossover.Alreadyshehadthreatenedmybaby'slife.I

hopethingswillworkoutbetweenthetwoofthem.MaybeonedayBraMuziwillrealizeholding

ontoangerisdelayinghisprogressinlife.Thisexplainsthecontract,themandefinitelydoesn't

wanttoletanyoneinbecausehe'sstilldealingwithalotofpain.Mymiscarriageprobably

triggeredallthepainandanger.

Isighheavily,thisisalottotakein.Stillonethingbothersmethough,nowthateverythingisout

intheopen.Who'sthemysterywomanwhoprotectedmeandmybabyfromthedreams.She

lookedveryfamiliarbutIcan'tseemtofigureoutwhosheresembles.Maybeit'smy

imagination,thatsmile.She'saverybeautifulwoman,Ijusthopesheremainsfriendlyand

protectivetowardsmybabyandme.Ihonestlydon'twantanotherhauntingepisode,especially



withthelittleonegrowinginsideofme.Asmileformsonmyface,myhandinvoluntarily

brushesmynotsovisiblestomach.Icatchthetwowomanlookingatmeinquisitively.Theylook

ateachotherandstartgiggling.Herewegoagain,thesetwoaredefinitelybehavingliketeens.

I'msuretheyareconfirmingtheirsuspicions.Ineedtobeonehundredpercentsurebefore

deliveringthenews.

Bab'Khumalohasbeencallingnone-stopwantingtoknowhowfarweare.Mymomhasbeen

goneforonly3days,butHe'salreadygoingonlikeshe'sbeenawayformonths.Iwatchhow

shestillblushesduringtheirconversation.Apparentlydadcan'tsleepwithouthertonight.That

naughtyman,whatkinkystuffisheplanningtodotomymom.Wereachourdestinationaround

8pm,prettylateforsomeonetotravelallthewaytoMpumalanga.MaKhumaloishearingnone

ofthat.Manxumalohasalreadyorganizedtheirdrivertodropherhome.Suchcraziness,my

planwastobondandspoilmymomtomorrow.GuesstheDismuchmoreinterestingthan

shopping.Wemakeonestop,thesetwoladiesareenjoyingthemoneyatourdisposal.Whatthe

heck!I'mhungrysoIjointhem.

Itwassmoothsailing,wereachedourdestinationsafely.Wethankthedriverandbidhimasafe

journeybackhome.Mydadissuchanuisancehe'sbeencallingmymomeveryotherfive

minutes.MaKhumalosettlesatthebackseatofthecarandthedrivertakesoff.Imissher

already,wehadsomuchfunovertheweekend.Shewassolivelyandcarefree.Wifelydutiesare

calling,she'ssoeagertogohome.Iwould'velovedcelebratingthegoodnewswithher.Nkais

alsowaitingforme.RightafterMaKhumaloleaves,wealsodecidetohittheroad.His

excitementtoseemeimprovesmymoodinstantly.He'sallsmiles,hekeepsstealingglancesat

mewhiledriving.I'mhappytobehome.

Assoonasweareparkedinhisgarage.Hegetsoffthecar,opensmydoorandpullsmeoffthe

car.Hewrapshisarmsaroundme,I'vebeencravingthisthewholeday.Westayinthatposition

forthelongesttime.Hekeepsrepeatingthewords'Imissedyou,Imissedyousomuch'

He'sclueless,I'vemissedhimdearly.Mysafesanctuary,mypeacehaven.

NKANYISO:"letmerunmyladyanicebubblebath,thenwecancuddleandyou'lltellmeall

aboutyourtrip"

OKUHLE:"trustmeyoudon'twanttoknow"

NKANYISO:"itcan'tbethatbadbabe"



OKUHLE:"areyoujoiningme,inthebath?"

NKANYISO:"that'soneinvite,Ican'tdecline"

Wemakeourwayinsidethehouse.Wowthisisbeautiful.There'sawelcomehomebanner,a

littletablesetupandrosesleadingallthewaytothebathroom.Herunsthebathandmixallmy

saltsinthere.He'sbusycomplainingaboutthefeminineproductshemustuse.That'sanother

sacrificehehastomakeforlove.Hestripsallmyclothes,Igetinthebath.Helaterjoinsme.I'm

sittingcomfortablyinbetweenhislegs,ignoringhispokingtool.I'mreceivingthisrelaxing

massagefromhim.Thisistheperfectopportunitytolethiminoneverything.SoIstartfromthe

beginninguptothelastdetail.He'sshockedoverthewholeghostthing.Ileftoutthepartofme

beingpregnantthough.Theplanistolurehimtothedoctorsowecanmaketheshocking

discoverytogether.Iforonestillisdoubtfuloverthepregnancyassumptions.

Wearebothstilltryingtoresolvethemysteryofmyprotector.It'snousestressingoversuch

issues,thesethingshavetheirwayofcomingout.right?Allwillberevealedinduetime.I'm

reallynothungrybutIcan'tdisappointmyman.Afteralltheeffortheputintomakingthis

speciallittlesurpriseforme.

NKANYISO:"babethere'ssomethingdifferentaboutyou,yourfaceismuchfullernowandyou

areglowing"

OKUHLE:"areyoutryingtosayI'mfat?"

NKANYISO:"hellno,justsoyouknowyou'llbemyfatty"

OKUHLE:"wellIneedyoutoaccompanymetothedoctortomorrow"

NKANYISO:"doctor,whatwrong?Areyousicklove"

OKUHLE:"nobabe,justausualcheckup.Nothingmajor"

NKANYISO:"reallynow,mustIbepresentforallthosethings".

OKUHLE:"well,mymalegynecologistwillhavetoinspectthecookieinyourabsencethen"

NKANYISO:"what!Overmydeadbody.Startingfromtomorrowweareseekinganewfemale

gynecologist.Whattimeisyourcheckup?"

OKUHLE:"I'llcallinthemorningandbookourappointment"

NKANYISO:"damnrightyouwill,startsearchingforfemalegynecologistwhileyouatit"



OKUHLE:"okayMrme,eventhoughIdon'tgetwhat'sthebigdealhavingamalegynecologist"

NKANYISO:"LET-Owearegettingafemalegynecologistandthat'sfinal"

Imbattlingholdingmylaughterin.Talkaboutarealswitchup.Wespendhourstalking,itfeels

goodbeinghome.Wearedisturbedbymyringingphone,it'smommydearest.She'shomesafe.

Ican'tbelieveit's12:18am,timeflieswhenyouhavingfun.I'mfightingtheorangejuicecraving,

soIdrinkwaterinstead.I'mnotreadyasyettoraiseanysuspicions.I'mreallyexhaustedand

sleepy.BraMuzi'swifecrossesmymindjustasI'mabouttosleep.Thethoughtdoesn'tcreep

meoutanymorebutherdesperationtocrossoverbothersme.Iwonderuntilwhenwillhersoul

beheldcaptive,what'sstoppingherformcrossingover.WhatholddoesMuzihaveoverher.

Maybeifshecanadmittoherwrongs,apologize.Whatifanapologyit'sallitwilltaketosether

free.InsteadofhertryingtomanipulateBraMuziintotakingawife,maybeshemustjust

apologizeandseewhattheworstthatcouldhappen.Mymindisworkingovertime.I'mbeyond

exhaustedbutstilltryingtosolvemysteries.

It'sSundaymorning,3amtobeexactandI'mstrugglingtofallasleep.Mybodyistiredbutmy

mindisjustnotcooperating.UnderusualcircumstancesIwould'vedruggedmyselfwith

allergexandsyndols.Justtwoofthosepillswould'vedonethetrick,duetotheunconfirmed

pregnancy.Ican'ttakethatrisk.Nkaissnoringlightlybesideme.Iwatchhimpeacefully

sleeping.Thisrighthereisthefatherofmychild,myfuturehubbyandmyconfidant.Ibrowse

throughsocialnetwork,I'mstalkingJasetobeprecise.Ireallymisshim.I'llgopasshisplace

sometimeduringtheweek.

Insert79

Idon'tknowwhendidIfallasleepafterstrugglingandcontemplatingofwhatIshould'vedone.

Thelightispiercingthroughtheroommakingitdifficulttosleep.What'sthatsmell,goshIthink

I'mgonnabesick.Iruntothebathroomandvomitlastnight'ssupper.AfterI'mdonerinsingmy

mouth,thesmellgetsevenmorestronger.IthinkI'llbetrappedinthisbathroomforawhile.

NKANYISO:"babe,don'tbelongbrunchisready"

Nowitmakessense,thestrongsmell.HeseemssoexcitedhowdoIdothiswithoutraisingany



suspicions.Onestepinthebedroomleadsmestraighttothebathroomagain.He'sbesideme

inasecond.

NKANYISO:"babewhat'swrong"

OKUHLE:"theeggsbabe,Ican'tstandthesmellofeggs"

NKANYISO:"letmequicklygetridofthem,I'llberightback"

He'smovingaroundlikeamadperson.Allhiseffortswenttowaste,Ireallyhatethis.Iuseto

enjoyeggsandtheboyfriendmasteredhowtomakemine.I'mreallyhungrynow.Ifeellike

indulginginbrownsourmabelesoftporridgewithaspoonofbutterandmilk.Myeyesare

closedI'mfantasizingoverthisbrunchthatI'dlovetohave.Ilickmylips.uponopeningmyeyes

theboyfriendisstaringatmewithsomuchlustinhiseyes.Hellno!Idon'twantnovitaminD.

NKANYISO:"Mrsme,seemslikeyoureadyforme"

OKUHLE:"sex!Whydoeseverythinghastorevolvearoundsexwithyou!AllIneedisabowlof

mabelesoftporridge.I'mhungry!

NKANYISO:"what?Letmemakeonethingclear.LethokuhleKhumalo.Youwillnotaddressme

inthatmannerwhetheryouaresickornot.Ihatebeingshoutedat,weareadultsandifyou

haveissueswesitandtalklikeadults"

Theemotions,Iwailrightatthatspot.Idon'tevenunderstandwheretheoutburstcamefrom.

I'mirritableandemotional.He'sangrybutthetearsaresofteninghimupabit.Hehugsme

briefly,Icryevenharder.MaybeIneedtomoveinwithhismomforawhile,untilIcancontrol

myemotions.Ifeelliketheseemotionswilldrivehimaway.Onaseriousnote,I'mreallyhungry.

CanIbefedalready

OKUHLE:"babyI'msorryforshoutingatyou.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatcameoverme"

NKANYISO:"therehastobeareasonforthatoutburst,talktomebaby"

OKUHLE:"I'mhungry,pleasefeedme"

NKANYISO:"whatwouldyoulovetohavebabe"



OKUHLE:"mabelesourporridgewithbutterandmilk"

NKANYISO:"areyouforeal?It'sSundaywhereamIgoingtogetallthat"

Thetearsagain,hemakesitseemimpossible.I'mnotaskingfortheimpossiblenow,amI?It's

justamerebrownporridge.Nowhe'sgoingonlikeI'maskingforoysters,crabsandprawns.He

seesthestateI'minandgrabshiscarkeys.I'mrightbesidehim.

NKANYISO:"babeyouarenotdressed"

OKUHLE:"waitletmegrabagown"

NKANYISO:"reallyat12pmintheafternoon,inthisheat"

Iignorehim.whateverheuttersafter,myearschosetoblatantlyignoreit.Igraboneofhist-

shirt,it'ssittingnicelyonme.Morelikeat-shirtdress.Hiseyeswhenheseemsme,whocares.

AllINeedismysoftporridge.Hemakesfewcalls,heseemsratherfrustrated.I'mwatchingall

thisaction,it'squitefunny.

OKUHLE:"littleone,wearegoingtodriveyourdaddycrazy.Let'smakeadealrightnow,let's

takeiteasyondaddy"

Hehalfrunstothecar,excitementalloverhisface.Wonderwhat'sgothimsoexcited,solong

asI'llgetmyporridge.Hekissesmycheekandstartsthecar.

OKUHLE:"whatgotyousoexcitedlove"

NKANYISO:"wearegoingtofeedyoumylove"

OKUHLE:"yippie,I'mhappy.Let'sgo"

Wedriveallthewaytothetownship,it'shipandhappening.Thevibeissoalive,mymoodhas

improved.Wearriveatthisbusytaxirank,Ismellmybrunchformafar.Mytummygrumbles,

there'sagrannywithamobilekitchenjustnexttothetaxirank.It'ssocleanandneat,she



greetsmewithasmile.There'satablewithchairsnexttothemobilekitchen.Thegrannydishes

formeandaddmybutter,sugarandmilk.Justlikeshereadmymind.I'mthehappiestwoman

onearthrightnow.Isitanddigin,she'sstaringatmewithsuspiciouseyes.What'sthesaying

again,eldershaveawayofsensingthings.Probablycomeswithexperienceandwisdom.She

winksatme,thisfoolgoesstraightinsidethetaxirank.Hecomesbackwithatakeawayplate.

Whatthehell,Ithoughthe'lljoinme.Heseatsacrossme,dearlord.Nottripeagain,mysenses

areextrasharpthesedays.

TheGrannyissuchasweetheart,guessshecanforseewhat'sabouttogodown.Shestopshim

fromopeningthetakeawayandordershimtoeathisfoodfromaverysafedistancefromme.

He'spuzzledbyallthisbutclearlyhewon'tquestionher.He'sbusyeyeingme,it'squitecute

howrespectfulheistowardselders.I'vebeenexposedtofewtrustfundbabiesandthemanner

inwhichtheytreatpeopleingeneralisappalling.Igoforseconds,somethingtellsmethiswas

isnotmylastvisitinthisplace.I'mfullandhappy.Wearedrivingbackhomeandtheboyfriend

seemslostinthoughts.ThegrannywhisperedsomethinginhisearsjustbeforeweleftbutI

couldn'tcatchasingleword.Hemakesaturnbythechemist.

NKANYISO:"babythere'ssomethingIneedustoget,pleasecomewith"

OKUHLE:"okaybabe"

NKANYISO:"babythismorningIhadmysuspicionsafterthewholebreakfastthing,thesudden

outburstandtheemotions.AtfirstIthoughtIwasimaginingthingsbutthegrannyjust

somehowsparkedmysuspicionsevenmore"

OKUHLE:"Ihonestlywantedtobeasurpriseandnotraisefalsehope.YesI'manemotional

wreckhalfthetimesforthepastweek.Idon'tknowwhetherI'mcomingorgoing.Thecrazy

cravingsandcertainsmellsthatIcan'tsuddenlystand"

NKANYISO:"whydon'twegetthetestandtomorrowgotothedoctor.Imeantodayit'sSunday

right.Let'sjustgetthehometestfornow.Ithinkthesuspensewillkillmeifwehavetowaittill

tomorrow"

OKUHLE:"let'sjustkeepanopenmindbabyplease"

NKANYISO:"theexhaustion,manI'mgoingtobeafather"

ThisiswhatIwasavoidingfromthebeginim,he'salreadycelebrating.DearlordIjustpraythe

testispositive,I'mstilltryingtotrackwhenlastIgotmyshotorperiods.Stillasblankasever,

that'sjustonethingIcan'tseemtoremember.Heleadsmetothechemist,itfunnyhe'salready



handlingmeasifI'mfragileorsick.WhydoIgetthefeelingI'llbespoiledrottenwiththis

pregnancy,oops!Notconfirmedyet,butyougetthedrill.Wearebehindthecounterandthis

manisgoingcrazy.hebought6differentpregnancytests,2clearbluesamongthemix.Iknow

hewon'thearmyopinioninthisregardsinsteadheturnsandasksifthey'llbeenough.Likedude,

willmyurineevenbeenoughforallthesetests.Theassistantislookingatustryingtosuppress

herlaughter,asifthat'snotenoughhe'saskingifthesearetheonlydifferentkindstheyhavein

stock.Haaibo!Meandtheassistantburstoutinlaughter.Hedoesn'tseembothered,noteven

onebit.

Wearehomealready,he'sbesidehimselfwithexcitement.I'mnervousnow,myonlyworryifall

thesetestcomesoutnegative.Hisgoingtobesoheartbroken,I'mdreadingthatsight.Seeing

himbrokenwillactuallybreakmetoo,nodoubtaboutthat.I'mdonepeeinginthebucket,this

mantakesalltheurinesamplesandcarefullysqueezeeachdropintheeachtest.Thenerves

arebeyondme,myeyesareclosed.I'msilentlyprayingforgoodnews,he'sholdingmyhand.No

letmerephrasethat,he'ssqueezingthelifeoutofmysmallhand.ThenervesIassume.

Hepullsmesowecanseetheresultstogether,didImentionwehadtowait20+minuteslong

beforeIcouldpee.Iswearthere'sapointwhereIheardhimbeggingmypeetocome.

ThenextthingIhearhimscreamingwithexcitement,allthetestarepositive.Parenthood!

Insert80

I'moverwhelmedbythepregnancynews.EventhoughIwassemi-prepared,seeingtheresults.

allofthempositiveisquiteoverwhelming.He'sreallyexcited,recitingallhisclannames,

kissingmytummy,liftingmeandspinningusaround.DoesthismanunderstandI'mapregnant

fragilewoman.He'skissingmerepeatedlyandtalkingtomytummyasifthebabycanalready

hearhim.Apparentlythere'sacelebrationplanonthepipelinejustforthebothofus.Wetakea

bathtogether,averyinnocentbathformyliking.Idon'tthinkthismanunderstandshowmuch

sexI'llbedemandingfromnowon.Goodness,I'llbechowingthatbuffetliketheworldisabout

toend.He'salreadyonthesafetip.Heturneddownmysexualadvances,claiminghedoesn't

wanttohurthischildren.Hecan'tdeprivemeofthesametoolresponsibleforformingthose

childreninthefirstplace.He'sprayingfortwinsortriplets.I'mcertainthismanhasneverspent

adaywithanewbornbaby.Waituntilthesleeplessnightsandlackofhankypankycomes.He

willbesingingadifferenttune.He'sadamantonhisstatementoftwins,Thatstatementalone

sendsmeinpanicmode.Twins,Ican'thandletwobabiesatonce.Besidesmybrother'skids

werequiteahandful,thatexperiencealoneleftmenotwishingtohavetwins.



Wearedrivingtothissecretlocation,hekeepsinsistingitsasurprise.I'mnotsofondof

surprises.I'msolazylatelyallIwanttodoissitathome,eatandsleep.Soyoucanimaginehow

irritableIamwhenwedriveoutofjoburg.Theheatisn'tdoingmuchjusticeaswell.Hekeeps

squeezingmythighassuringmewe'llbethereanyminutefromnow.I'llhavetotakehisword

forit.Afterdrivingfor2hourswearriveatthislovelyguesthouseBaliatwillingalodge

hartbeesport.I'mlovingtheatmospherealready.Thismanneverceasestoamazeme,I'm

lovingthesurprise.Wecheckinandweareshowntoourroom.Wefreshenup,that'sjusthow

hotitistoday.

Theplanisforustoexplorethisplaceassoonaspossible.AfterallI'mnotevensurehowlong

ourstayhereis,tomorrowisMonday.I'minaminiloosedressandsandals.I'mrelaxed.Iget

thefeelingtheboyfriendhasbeenherebefore.Thewayhe'ssofamiliarwiththisplace's

surroundings.Heleadsmetoadifferentdirectionalltogether,mygoodnessI'msoexcited.

There'saspa,seemslikeI'llbepamperedandspoiled.Twoveryfriendlyladiwelcomeuswith

grapejuice,there'sfingerfoodsandafruitplatter.I'venevertastedcreamyspinachwraps

before,that'sallI'mindulgingonandfruits.Firstit'sthemediandpedifollowedbyafullbody

massage,thisisallthebreakIneedaftereverythingI'vebeenthrough.

IhonestlythoughtthatwasthelastofthesurprisebutboywasIwrong.There'sapicnicsetup

justbythepool.Goodness,I'msooverwhelmedwithsomuchjoy.Theemotionsaren'tdoing

meanyjustice.I'mservingtearslikenobody'sbusinesstoday.Hecarriesmeallthewaytoour

littlesetup.Wesettledown,there'sanicemealrightinfrontofus.Differenttypeofmeatsand

veggies.Theyarefreshlyprepared,Iwonderhowmuchhepoppedouttopulloutthishuge

favour.ButI'mnotbothered,hecatchesontoofast.Iindulgeinthisdelightfuldish.

NKANYISO:"mylove,havingyouinmylifehasbeenthegreatestblessingofalltimes.Now

thatweareexpectingourbundleofjoytogether.I'mbeyondhappy"

Tearsagain,hewipesthemwiththebackofhishand.He'sallsmiles,I'mgladhecansense

thesearetearsofjoy.

OKUHLE:"youknowIloveyouright"

NKANYISO:"Icanbetmylifeonit"



OKUHLE:"IhaveafeelingmeandlittleZwideherearegoingtodriveyouinsane"

NKANYISO:"there'salwaysamentalinstitutionasasolution,permissiongranted.driveme

insane"

OKUHLE:"wecan'tstandthesmellofeggs,weeatveggies,mabelesoftporridgeandwe

absolutelyloveorangejuice.Freshlysqueezedisevenbetter"

NKANYISO:"doneIpromisetohaveallthatavailableatalltimes"

OKUHLE:"fornowbabe,maybewemightdecidetolikesomethingelseandtripesmellbabe,

wereallycan'tstandit"

NKANYISO:"mypeople,I'mlovingthetermwe"

OKUHLE:"I'mstillindisbelief,thisfeelslikesomekindoffantasy.Asupportive,lovingpartner

andthebabyontheway"

NKANYISO:"bestbelieveit,I'mheretostaybabe"

OKUHLE:"whenareweinformingtheparentsbabe"

NKANYISO:"intwotothreedaystime.Canwebeselfishandcelebratefirst.Itstillfeelssurreal,

likeI'minsomekindofadream"

OKUHLE:"letmepinchyou"

NKANYISO:"theabusehasstartedalready,pleasedon't.Ratherkissme"

Afterourlovelypicnicweretiretobedwherebuffetwasservedtillthebreakofdawn.I'm

beyondexhausted.Wespenttwomoredaysatourminigatewaylocation.I'mnotamongthe

luckyone'swhenitcomestomorningsicknesses.I'malsoavictim.Wehaveanoppointment

withmygynecologist,apparentlyit'sthelasttimeI'mconsultinghim.Theguywasseriouson

gettingmeafemalegynae.Idecidedtoletitbeforpeacesakes.

Wearrivejustintime,it'sconfirmedI'm7weekspregnant.Wow!Thisexplainsallthefatigue.

Wegopasshishouseandinformtheparents.Theyareveryhappyforus.MrsNxumalowants

metomoveinwiththem,Nkaisn'thearinganyofthat.I'llhavetoinformmyparentsfaceto

facethough.MaKhumaloisgoingtobeecstatic.Mylobolanegotiationsareapproachingfast.

TheDoctorpromisedthemorningsicknesswillgetbetterafterthefirsttrimester.Ihonestlycan

notwait.Vomitingeverymorningisnochild'splay.I'mofficiallyonmaternityleave,itgetspretty

boringduringtheday.



JasehasbeenMissinginaction,healwayshassomelameexcuseforusnottomeet.It'seither

he'stoobusyorunavailable.It'saThursdayafternoon.TodayI'mgoingtoarriveunannounced

atJase'splace.Ican'tstandhisexcusesanymore.Thedriverdropsmeoffathisflat.Justas

usualIdon'tknock,I'minsideseemslikethere'snoone.ButwhyisthedoornotlockedJase

isn'tthatcareless.Theflatisfilthy,thisisveryalarmingjudgingbyhowneatJaseis.Thiswhole

situationismakingmefeeluneasy,Igetmyphoneready.Nkaisonspeeddial.Somethingtells

metoturnbackbutthere'sthatsturbornpartthatneedstogettothebottomofthis.Didthis

manmoveoutwithouteveninformingmebutallhisstuffarestillhere.

Hisbedroomdoorisslightlyopen,thisgivesmeanopportunitytopeepthroughthatsmall

space.Whatmyeyeswitnessleavesmeshocked.Whatthefuckisthismandoing.Ipushthe

doorwideopen,thelookinhiseye.Clearlyhe'sshocked,toseemeormecatchinghimright

handed.Thisisthereasonhe'sbeendistantlately.Thisisonethingwesworewewon'teventry

experimentingwith.I'mfailingtounderstandatwhatpointdidhewakeupanddecide'Owtoday

I'mgonnatrysniffingdrugs"hestillhasthecardinhishand,thewhitepowderisalloverhis

nose.I'mreallydissapointedinmybestfriend.

OKUHLE:"why"

Thatcomesoutasawhisper.Ikeepprayingsomeonewouldwakemefromthisnightmare.I

don'tunderstand,whendidallthismadnessstart,hashealwaysbeenauser?It'simpossibleat

somepointIwaslivingwithhim.He'sspeechlessandseemssomewhatashamed.There'sno

sparkleftinhiseye,he'swearingbaggytracksuits.Thispersonrightinfrontofmeisthe

shadowofmyfriend.Livinginapigstyanddoingdrugs.Mybestfriendisaneatfreak,heloves

dressingupandlookinggood.Ican'tseeMkhulubaeanywhereinsight.Whereishe?Arethey

stilltogether?WhathappenedthatgotJasesodownandout,resortingtosubstanceabuse.All

thesequestions,thepersonwhoshouldbeansweringthemishalfhighandseeminglynotin

goodstatetoanswermyquestions.Heneedshelprealquick.

Insert81

I'mstillrootedonthesamespot,shockedandindisbelief.Whyresorttosubstanceabuse

though.He'sstrugglingtomaintaineyecontact.Iseethedrugsarekickingin,he'sashighas



fuck.Hestartsgigglinglikeacrazyperson.He'shypedup,he'sonhisfeetnow.Fixinghimself,

staringatthehugemirror.Hewipeshisnose,getsridofthecard.Thesmileonhisface,you'd

swearhewasn'tdownandoutafewsecondsago.

JASE:"doll,whywasn'tIinformedofthispleasantvisit,goodnessLeleyou'vepickedupweight.

TheGlowmoghel"

Wow!That'sallIfaintlymanagetosay.Thisverymanstandinginfrontofmeisverhhigh.He

raidshiswardrobe,throwsacoupleofclothingitemsonthebed.I'msurprisedbythisact.The

hypehisin,sothisiswhatdrugsdotoapersonafterthewholeemotionaldisplay.He'soncloud

ninenow,carryingonasifIdidn'tjustcatchhimdoingadisgustingact.

JASE:"finally,whatdoyouthinkofthisoutfitLele?

OKUHLE:"Jasewhat'swrongwithyou?"

JASE:"honeyI'mpreparingformydatewithMkhuluBae"

OKUHLE:"wow!Aftercatchingyousniffingdrugs,youmustbeoutofyourmindthinkingI'll

ignorewhatIsaw"

JASE:"darlingsometimesyoujusthavetogowiththeflowandliveitup"

OKUHLE:"Idon'tbelievethis,Idon'tbeliveyourightnow"

JASE:"wellitiswhatitis"

OKUHLE:"Jaseareyouhearingyourselfrightnow"

JASE:"Leleyouneedtoletlooseandliveforthemoment.Iswearthatmanofyourswillhave

youagingbeforeyourtime"

OKUHLE:"I'dratheragebeforetime,thanturnintoajunkie"

JASE:"BabeIfyou'llexcuseme,mymanwillbehereanyminutefromnow"

OKUHLE:"sohe'stheonethatintroduceyoutothisnonsense"

JASE:"introducedme,yes.Forcedme,no.Thechoicewasmine"

OKUHLE:"areyouhearingyourselfSkhumbuzoJasonMbatha!"

JASE:"jeezwoman,pleasedon'tjudgeme.Youarenotmymom"



OKUHLE:"What'shappeningtoyoumyfriend,Idon'trecognizethispersonstandinginfrontof

me.Whathappenedtoourpromiseofnotexperimentingwithdrugs"

JASE:"thatwasthen,thisisnow.Besidesdrugswillnevercontrolnoroverpowerme.Ionly

takethemforfunLele.Icanstopatanygivenmoment."

I'msopowerless,seemslikemytwocentswon'tmakemuchdifference.Thismanhasalready

madehischoicebuttherehastobeanotherwaytogetthroughtohim.MaybeIneedtoseek

professionalguidance.Idecidetogoaheadandvoicemyopinionhopingtogetthroughtohim.

OKUHLE:"thedrugsarealreadycontrollingyouJase.Lookaroundyou,thispigstyanddirt.

Thisisdefinitelynotmyfriend.Thebaggytracksuits,thebaggydarkcirclesaroundyoureyes.

Youlookterrible"

JASE:"It'snotasbadasitlooksdoll"

OKUHLE:"it'sextremelybadtakealookaroundthisflat,itlooksdeserted.Iwassoconvinced

you'vemovedout.Thisisnothowmyfriendlives.

Idraghimtothemirrorandmakehimstareathisreflectionforthelongesttime.Hiseyesare

glisteningwithtearsasherunshishandalloverhisface.I'mhopingtogetthroughtohim.I

takehishandandleadhimtothelounge,theclothesonthecouch.Thedirtydishesonthezinc.

Clearlythesubstancehastakenoverhim.IfhehadcontrolthenIwouldn'tevensuspectathing

letalonecatchhimrighthandedduringtheact.Iseemtobegettingthroughtohimoratleastit

seemsso.

OKUHLE:"whendidyoustartusinganddon'tlietome"

JASE:"itstartedasafunthingLeleatfirstIdidn'tknowhewasusing.Heintroduceditslowly

throughoutallourvacations.Wewouldhavefunlisteningtomusicandjustbeforebedtime.He

wouldtakeitandaskmetojoinhim.IalwaysdeclinedhisofferuntilthatnightofBhut'

Siphiwe'sengagementparty.WehadsomuchfunandIdintwanttobeapartypooper,soI

joinedhimandastheysaytherestishistory"

OKUHLE:"Mygoodness,soithasbeenthatlong.Howoftendoyouusedoll"

JASE:"itusedtobejustweekends,nowithasescalatedtofewdays4to5daysinaweek"

OKUHLE:"Noooo!Jaseyouareanaddictnow"



JASE:"notasyetbutI'mheadingtowardsthatdirectionrealquick"

OKUHLE:"weneedtoseekhelpbabe,I'llbewithyoueverystepoftheway.Idon'twantmy

childhavingaGodfather/Motherofajunkie"

JASE:"mygoodnessLeleareyou?Nowayssoquick.Leleyoudon'twastetime,doyou?"

OKUHLE:"youdon'tknowwhatI'vebeenthroughbabe..WeneedtogetyoucleansoIcan

sharewithyoumyexperiences"

JASE:"youwereprobablychowingthatguysmoneyanddick.Youslybitch"

OKUHLE:"obviously,I'mevenonmaternityleavealreadybutthat'sbesidethepoint.Iwaseven

hauntedwhileyourasswasgettinghighonCrack,cokeorwhateveryouarebusysniffing"

JASE:"soallthosedetailswillpassmeuntilI'mclean"

OKUHLE:"definitely,Crackbitch"

Welaughlikeoldtimes,onlythistimewebothhaveseriousissuestodealwith.Heneedstoget

ridofthisbadhabitandIneedtolookaftermyself.EventhoughIdidthewholecleansingbut

therearedayswhenIfearbeinghauntedagain.SometimesIfearBraMuzimightcomeforme

sinceIknowhissecrets.It'scrazyright,butIcan'thelpthesethoughtsvisitmetimeandagain.

MostoftenIwishhedidn'tconfideinme.It'struewhattheysayaboutsharingmakingthe

buggagefeelslighter,I'mnowcarryinghalfofhisbuggage.Weareseatedinoneofhismessy

couches.Istarttidyingup,hedoesn'tevenwaitformyinvite.Wetidy,dothedishesandhe

mopsthefloor.Halfthefoodinthefridgewasoff,wedisposeofthoseinthebin.Somuchfood

wenttowaste.

Wearedisturbedbymyphone,it'stheboyfriend.It'salmost7pmandhe'sworriedsick.Whichis

understandable,thewayhe'ssooverprotectiveofmeespeciallynowthatI'mpregnant.Luckily

hehastoworkorhewouldbedrivingmearoundeverywhereIgo.Idon'tknowifit'sagoodidea

leavingJasehereallalone.IdecideMrmecanpickmeuppast8pm,hefinallyagreesafter

givingmeahardtime.Jasetakesabath,whileI'mfixingsomethingforustoeat.It'snotmuch

justasimplesandwich.Minecontainsextracheese,tomatoandawholelotoftheranchsauce.

Hiseyespopsoutwhenheseesmysandwich,what'shisproblem.Helooksbetternowdressed

up,cleanandsmellingsodivine.

JASE:"Leleyoueatalotdoll,you'llpickupalotofweight"

OKUHLE:"I'meatingfortwopleaseleavemealone,maybeforthreeorfourwhoknows"



Thelookonhisfaceispriceless,I'mlaughingonceagainwhilesilentlypraying.HopefullyI'mnot

carryingtwins,triplets,quadsorsextuplets.I'llloosemymind.Wearestillenjoyingourmeal

overbabyconversations.There'saknockonthedoor,Jaseimmediatelygetsuncomfortable.I

carelesslytellthepersontocomein.Hewaltzinsocomfortably,hisfullofsmiles.Hedoesthe

wholegentlemanhandkissinggreeting.Rightnowhe'snotmyfavoriteperson.Thisisthe

samemanwhoexposedmybestfriendtodrugs.Ihonestlycan'tstandhim,hisverysight

makesmesick.HewhisperssomethinginJase'sear,probablytellinghimofthedrugshehad

forhim.He'sallsmiles,thisismyqueuetoleave.Ijustlostmyappetiteaftertakingonly3bites

ofmyhumongoussandwich.

Iexcusemyself,theyaren'tevenbothered.Theyarecaughtupintheirownworld.Imakea

phonecalltomyboyfriend.Hesoundslikehewasalreadyontheway,musictomyears.Ifear

stayingtoolong,there'sanoutburstbrewingdeepwithindirectedatMkhulubae.Thisisnotthe

lastJasehasseenofme.OnewayortheotherI'llgetthroughtohimandgethimthehelphe

needs.Igobackinjusttosaymygoodbyes.Jaseisreallynotcomfortablearoundthisman

anymore,everythingseemsforced.He'stryingtoohardtolaughandsmile.Finally,Mrmeis

here!

Insert82

ThewholewayhomeI'mabsentminded,thiswholeJasethingisreallybotheringme.Aproblem

sharedit'shalfsolved,right?soIcomecleantoNkaaboutJase'shabitandwhatI'veobserved

betweenthetwocouple.HethinksthismanhasgainedsomesortofcontroloverJaseandis

usingdrugstocontrolhim.Histheorymakessensesomehow.HeadviseIshouldgetJase

awayfromhim.Probablyhavealunchdatejustthetwoofus.HestronglybelievesJasewillbe

abletoopenupifit'sonlyustwo.Itotallyagreewithhim,Jasehasalwaysbeenbubblyand

livelyoutdoors.ThewholewayI'mthinkingofwaystogetJaseawayfromthatdisgustingman.

Myonlychallengerightnow,gettingJaseoverthephone.Hehardlyusehisphonelately,seems

likeImighthavetostalkhimandapproachhimwhenhisalone.

I'memotionallyexhaustedandhungry.ThisJasethingwillcausemeunnecessarystress.The

soonerIfindthesolutionthebetterformeandmybabies.Iknowwhatyouthinkinglolthe

seniorbabyandourunbornbaby,thosebabies.



NKANYISO:"lovepleasedon'tstress,tellyouwhatIhaveaplan.TomorrowwewillfetchJase

together,thenI'lldropbothofyouatthemallorspa"

OKUHLE:"you'lldothatformebabe?"

NKANYISO:"definitelyIdon'twantmybabiesstressingokay.Nowcomehere"

OKUHLE:"canwebefedfirstplease"

NKANYISO:"whataremybabiescraving"

OKUHLE:"Nkomaziwithbrownbreadandsugarbabe"

NKANYISO:"Idoubtthere'sNkomaziinthishouse"

Myeyesarealreadyglisteningwithtears.Hequicklytakeshiscarkeys.Shamemybabyis

goingtolooseweight.Wearedefinitelydrivinghiminsane.Hekissmyforeheadandpromiseto

sortmycravingshortly.He'salreadyrunningoutthedoor.IfeelbadbutIjustcan'thelpit.The

tearsflowsofreelyandeasily.TonightIt'snotjustcravingsbutJase'saddictionandthefact

thathe'sindanger.Ican'thelpbutfeelMkhulubaeisreallyabusingmyfriend.Thethought

alonesendsmeonacryingfrenzy.I'mcryingsomuchlately.Idrink2glassesofwaterand

practicesomebreathingexercises.I'mcalmernow.TheboyfriendisbackwiththeNkomaziand

brownbread.Mymoodimprovesinstantly.Hemakestwobowls,I'msurprised.Hebringsthem,

Idiginassoonashehandsmemine.He'salsoeatingthesamemeal,it'sveryfunny.Hedoesn't

seemtobeenjoyinghisbuttheplateiscleaninthenextfifteenminutes.Ifinishedfirst,proof

thathewasn'tenjoyinghisfood.

Wesleepsopeacefully,tonightI'minnomoodforthedeed.Hishandsaroundmeareallthe

comfortIneed.Saturdaysarenormallyspentoutdoorslazingaround,swimmingorvisitingthe

Nxumalo's.todayweareonamissiontogetJasealone.Afterbreakfast,wetakeabathand

drivetoJase'sblockofflats.Itryhisphonebutitringswithnoanswer.Wefinallydecidetojust

goandknock.Afterknockingforawhile,Jasefinallyemergefromthedoor.Helooksabit

betterthanyesterday,heinvitesusin.Hepromisetojoinusaftertakingabath.Theflatisstill

neatexceptfortracesofwhitesubstancealloverthecoffeetable.Itdoesn'teventakeNkaa

minutetonoticewhatI'veseenalready.

30MinuteslaterJasejoinsus.he'salldressedup.HelooksliketheJaseIknowexceptforthe

darkcirclesaroundhiseyes.I'massumingfromlackofsleepormaybeit'soneofthe

symptomsfromwhatevertheyaresniffing.Nkanudgesmewithhiselbow.Ouch,that'ssorebut

Iknowwhatitmeans.WeneedtogetoutofhererealquickbeforeMkhulubaecomesback.



OKUHLE:"dollI'veaskedNkatotakeustothespajustalittlesomethingtospoilmybest

friendandwecancatchup.Whatdoyousay?"

JASE:"I'mnotsureLele,I'mreallynotinamoodforcrowds"

OKUHLE:"hencewearedoingaspaJase,grabyourbag.I'mnottakingnoforananswer"

JASE:"woow!poorNkaifshebulliesmelikethis,Icanonlyimaginewhatyougothroughona

dailybasis"

NKANYISO:"nowimagineifyouturnherdown,whowillsuffer.Pleasegowithmywomanto

thespaJase.Takeonefortheteam"

JASE:"justthisoncebecauseIlikeyouandyoulovemygirl"

NKANYISO:"thankyouJase"

JASE:"letmegrabmybag"

Wewinkateachother,wemakeagreatteam.Alittlemanipulationisnecessaryattimes.Nka

drivesustothespa.WewillhaveourlunchhereaswellsinceJasedoesn'twanttobein

betweencrowds.Luckilyit'semptyandtheyattendtous.Wegetourfullbodymassage,bythe

timewearedone.I'msorelaxedandsoisJase.Wedecidetotrythismudpoolapparentlyit

workswondersonskin,wineisofferedbutIoptforcranberryjuiceinstead.Lifeofapregnant

woman.Iwouldbeenjoyingmywinewiththisfruitplatter.It'ssorefreshingthisnewexperience.

I'mgladJaseagreedtothis.After3glassesofwinehe'sfreeandspeaksfreelyofhislife.

JASE:"LeleIneedtoleavethismanbuthekeepsfindingme.I'vethoughtofchangingflats,

honestlyI'mtiredLele"

Ilistenattentivelywithanopenmind.I'llaskquestionslater,rightnowallIneedtodoislisten

andbeashouldertocryon.Igetthefeelingwhathe'sabouttosaynextishectic.Iknowmy

friendprettywell,he'sachatterbox.Seeinghimtakingbreaksinbetweenandsighingisasign.I

justprayforthestrengthtobestrongenoughtohandlewhat'sabouttobedeliverednext.

JASE:"Lelethatmanistoxic,Ihonestlythinkhisnotreallygaybutfulfillingoneofhisdirtiest

sexualfantasieswithme"



OKUHLE:"I'mallearsbabeletitallout"

JASE:"IhonestlythoughtitwasloveLele,nowIevendoubtusmeetingwasbyfate.Ithinkhe

plannedallthisfromthestart"

I'mbeyondshockedrightnow,I'veactuallyheardofsuchstories.Peopledoingtheirresearch

andwhentheyfinallymeetyou,theyknowallthereistoknowaboutyou.Itbecomeseasierthen

forthemtocontrolandcarryouttheirevilplanswhenthey'vegainedyourtrust.Ialwaysthought

itwasjuststoriespeoplecreateseekingattention.WellsomeIbelievedbuttohavethevery

samethinghappentooneofthepeopleI'mveryclosetoisshocking.I'mleftstunned.

JASE:"onedaywhileweweredrunkhemistakenlymentionedallofmyhangoutspots.Iwas

shockedbutlaterblameditonalcohol,maybeImight'vesomehowmentionedallthoseplaces

tohim"

Weorderedanotherbottleofwineandalitreofcranberryjuice,seemslikewewilldiscuss

everythinginthismuddypool.Herefillshisglassanddrinksitatonego.

JASE:"LeleIhonestlythinkgettingmeaddictedtodrugswillsomehowmakemeagreetohis

sexualfantasies"

OKUHLE:"andwhatarethose,hashementionedthembefore"

JASE:"hewantsadrunkenorgyofonlyblackgayguys,hebelieveshe'llachievethatwithme

sinceIgetalongwithalotofblackgays"

OKUHLE:"he'sasickoldman"

JASE:"Lelethesexualthingshe'sdoingtome,it'sonlynowthatI'mrealisingheonlywantedto

fulfillhisfantasies."

OKUHLE:"hencethedrugs,hewantsyoufullydependentonhimsohecancarryouthisdirty

fantasies"

JASE:"andhe'ssupplyingmedailythesedays,buteverytimebeforeIsniff.Hemakesme

awarethatI'llpayforhissupplyinabigsexualway.Idon'tknowwhathisplanningtodonext.

Histouchalonesendsshiversthroughmybody.I'mterrifiedofhimLele,yesterdayhechained

measaformofpunishment.I'mnolongerallowedvisitorsandhe'sforcingmetoresignat

work"



OKUHLE:"Ihopeyouhaven'tconsidereddoingthat"

JASE:"ofcoursenotLelethesedaysItakedrugstoforgetallthethingshe'sdoingtomybody"

OKUHLE:"justdumphimJase,whatholddoeshehaveonyou"

JASE:"he'sslowlybreakingmeLele,thethingshesexuallydotomearebreakingme.Noteven

fancyclothesmakesmefeelbetter"

OKUHLE:"Thisoldmanwillgetwhat'scomingtohim"

Insert83

Weleavethespawithaplaninmotion.Jaseismovingtomyflatforawhile.Iwantedhimto

moveinwithusbutheplainrefusedthatoffer.Hefeelswearealreadydoingalotforhim.The

firststopisthemall,wegrabfewgroceries,toiletries.Nkawillsendthetwodriverstofetchhis

clotheslater.Westillhaven'tdiscussedtheworkthingasyet.Afteralongargumentandlotsof

convincingNkaagreeswithmespendingthenightatmyflatprovidedhesleepsovertoo.Ijust

wanttobeclosertoJaseespeciallyaftereverythinghewentthrough.Hewasthereforme

throughthedaysofSmanga.WhenIwasbadlycrushed,hewasallIhad.

I'mstarvingtheboyfriendandJasearetobeblamed.Thissituationwould'vebeeneasily

avoidedwhenIsuggestedwegettakeawaysbutno!Jasewantedtotreatustohisfavorite

dishasaresultIwasoutvoted.He'schoppingandmixingalltheingredients.Thesmellofall

thepeppers,onionandherbsaresoftlykillingme.Inagoodwaythough,wearehavingstirfry

chicken,savourydumplingandchakalaka.Thismanreallymissedhiscalling.Agreatideajust

crossedmymind,thebusinessideaIshouldcomeupwith.MrMeisreadytofundanybusiness

I'mwillingtoventurein.Abridalbotique/restaurant/eventsplanning/okayI'mgettingcarried

awaybutanideajusthitme.

Wearehavingsupper,enjoyingourselves.Jasedoesn'tseemtohaveanappetite,he'sacting

ratherstrange.He'sedgy,scratchinghisheadeveryothersecond.Hegoesoutforfreshair.I'm

worried,afterthisscrumptiousmealhejustpreparedforus.Hecomesback,goesstraightto

thefridgeandstartchewingonicecubes.Nkaiswatchinghimclosely,Igetafeelinghehasan

ideawhat'sbotheringJase.Heputsbacktheicecubesinthefridgeandgoestothebathroom.

Okaythat'sverystrange,what'supwithhim.IlookatNkaandheshrugshisshoulders.

Goodnessthisisratherfrustrating,couldhebecravinghisfixmaybe?JustasI'maboutto

consultuncleGoogle,herushesbackin.



JASE:"LeleandNkaIcan'tdothis,thecravingiswaytoomuch.Pleaseguyshelpme,Ineedto

beadmittedtoarehabprogrammeorelseIwon'tcope.I'mstrugglingasis"

NKANYISO:"Don'tworryletmecontactoneofmyvarsityfriends,hemightbeabletohelpus

urgently"

JASE:"pleaseI'dreallyappreciatethat,rightnowIhavethisurgethatwon'tgoaway.I'mreally

cravingthecoke"

OKUHLE:"comeheremyfriend"

Igivehimabonecrushinghugandhebreaksdown.It'sreallyhurtingmeseeinghimlikethis.

I'mjustgratefulforhishonesty,hewould'vesimplymadeanescapeplanjusttogethisfix.The

hateIhavetowardsthatexcuseofamanisslowlyconsumingme.Whatkindofaperson

destroysanotherperson'slifelikethis.Worseparthe'saparent,howwouldhefeelifanother

persondidthesametohiskids.Therehastobeawaytomakethismanpay.Iwon'tresttillhe

paysforwhathedidtomyfriend.Heneedstobestoppedbeforehefindsthenextvictim.This

wholetimeNkahasbeenbusytalkingonhisphone.I'mprayingwhateverfriendcomesthrough

forus.

Hecomesbackallsmiles,I'massumingit'sgoodnews.HepatsJase'sshoulder.Helet'sgoof

me.Helookssobrokenrightnow.

NKANYISO:"Thisfriendofminemanagedtopullafewstringsforus.Weneedtoheadthere

now,paperworkwillbedoneproperlytomorrowbutJaseyouaregettingadmittedtodayatthat

rehabCentre"

JASE:"willtheyhelpmegetthisedgeoff,Ihatethisfeeling"

NKANYISO:"Youwillgetallthehelpyouneed,trustme.Thisisoneofthebestrehabilitation

programmesthereisinGauteng.Isuggestwedon'twasteanytime,let'sgetgoing."

JASE:"Ididn'tevenreportatwork,what'sgoingtohappen?"

NKANYISO:"Don'tworry,allthatwillbetakencareoff.Therehabwillprovidethedocuments,

wewillthentakethemtoyouremployers.Let'snotwastetimeguys,let'squicklyattendtothis

friendbeforeheknocksoff."



WerushtoJase'sflattogethisIDdocuments,werushtotherehabilitationCentre.I'm

impressed,thisreallyseemslikethebestrehabCentreintown.IsuspectNkawillhandlethebill

eventhoughhehasn'tsaidso.Thismanhasaheartofgold,howhemangedtopullthishuge

favourinsuchasmallframeoftimeisquiteimpressive.TheyloadJase'sdetailsinthesystem,

theyhandhimpyjamas.Myheartbreaksintosmallpiecesleavinghimthere.Hewasgivenan

injectionanddrip.Theurgeisslowlydissappearingheisnolongerscratchinghisheadthat

much.He'smorecalmer,asmuchaswestillwantedtospendtimewithhim.Wewereadvised

toleave,standardprocedure.Hewon'tbeallowedvisitorstillprogressisvisible.Iwonderwhen

thatwillbe.It'ssodifficultseparatingfromhim,onepartfeelslikeI'mneglectinghimwhenhe

needsmethemost.

NKANYISO:"babe,heisingreathands.Hewillbeatthisinnotime.Okay"

OKUHLE:"IfeellikeI'mturningmybackonhimwhenheneedsmethemost"

NKANYISO:"itmayseemsofornow,trustmethisisthebesthelpwecanassisthimwith"

OKUHLE:"Itrustyoubabe.IneedthatsorryexcuseofamantopayforwhathedidtoJase"

Hestaresatmeforthelongestoftime.I'mfuming,intotalrage.I'veneverhatedanyoneas

muchasIhatethisman.I'mconsumedwithsomuchhatred,justicemustprevail.Thismanhas

touchedawrongperson,hehasmessedwiththewrongfamily.

NKANYISO:"Ineedyoutocalmdownmylove,allthisangerisnotgoodforourbaby.Leaveall

thistoome.I'llgetmyfather'sPItodigonthisguy.I'msurethere'safewskeletonsinhiscloset.

Hewilldefinitelypay."

OKUHLE:"doyoupromisebabe,Ineedyoutopromiseme"

NKANYISO:"Iswearonmylifelove,hewillpay"

OKUHLE:"Ineedtosleepmylove"

NKANYISO:"yourwishismycommand,mylove.Jaseissuchagoodcookhey.Youneedto

stealsomeofhisrecipes"

OKUHLE:"OwareyousayingI'mnotagoodcookBab'Nxumalo?"

NKANYISO:"IlovethesoundofthatMaKhumalo,canyoupleaseaddressmelikethatfrom



nowon"

OKUHLE:"wellitdependsBabe,maybeifyougiveittomegoodtonight.Imightjustconsider

yourrequest"

NKANYISO:"isthatallittakesLove,megivingittoyougood?Consideritdone"

OKUHLE:"Bab'Nxumalothankyouforeverything,forbeingwithmeevenwhenI'mimpossible

totolerateattimes.Comingthroughlikethatformyfriend.Foralwaysrunningaroundwhenever

I'mdrivingyouinsanewithmycravings.I'mtrulyblessedtohaveyouinmylife"

NKANYISO:"Iwouldn'thaveitanyotherwaymylove"

MyheartisstillbleedingforJasebutI'mcomfortedbythefactthathe'satthebest

rehabilitationCentreandhewillgetallthehelpheneeds.Ican'twaittillwearepermitted

visitationrights.HeseemedhopefulwhenIlefthimthere.TheonlyimageI'mplanningtokeep

inmyheadisthatofhimlively,talkativeandbubbly.Hehastobebetter,Ihaveapropositionfor

himafterthiswholedrugthingbehindus.He'ssogonnalovebeingmypartnerinthisbusiness

thatI'mabouttoembarkon.Meandmymogheyweareabouttogobiginthisplanningevent

/bridalboutique/restaurantetc.I'llonlypresentthisideaoncealltheresearchisdone.

Mkhulubaedoesn'tknowwhat'sabouttohithimnext.I'mprettycertainthatmanhasdirty

secretsinhiscloset,judgingbywhathehasdonetomyfriend.Whoknowshowmanyvictims

arethere?Heneedstobeexposedandhumiliated.Ifeelsorryforhiskids,wonderwhydidthe

wifedivorcehiminthefirstplace.Maybethat'swhereweshouldstartwithourinvestigations.

AfterthatnastycommentssheputonFacebook,I'llrunthisideabyNka.ObviouslyIwon't

approachthewife,shemighttakeallthatangeratmesinceIcommentedonthatpost.That

manwillpayonewayoranother.

Insert83

Weleavethespawithaplaninmotion.Jaseismovingtomyflatforawhile.Iwantedhimto

moveinwithusbutheplainrefusedthatoffer.Hefeelswearealreadydoingalotforhim.The

firststopisthemall,wegrabfewgroceries,toiletries.Nkawillsendthetwodriverstofetchhis

clotheslater.Westillhaven'tdiscussedtheworkthingasyet.Afteralongargumentandlotsof

convincingNkaagreeswithmespendingthenightatmyflatprovidedhesleepsovertoo.Ijust

wanttobeclosertoJaseespeciallyaftereverythinghewentthrough.Hewasthereforme

throughthedaysofSmanga.WhenIwasbadlycrushed,hewasallIhad.



I'mstarvingtheboyfriendandJasearetobeblamed.Thissituationwould'vebeeneasily

avoidedwhenIsuggestedwegettakeawaysbutno!Jasewantedtotreatustohisfavorite

dishasaresultIwasoutvoted.He'schoppingandmixingalltheingredients.Thesmellofall

thepeppers,onionandherbsaresoftlykillingme.Inagoodwaythough,wearehavingstirfry

chicken,savourydumplingandchakalaka.Thismanreallymissedhiscalling.Agreatideajust

crossedmymind,thebusinessideaIshouldcomeupwith.MrMeisreadytofundanybusiness

I'mwillingtoventurein.Abridalbotique/restaurant/eventsplanning/okayI'mgettingcarried

awaybutanideajusthitme.

Wearehavingsupper,enjoyingourselves.Jasedoesn'tseemtohaveanappetite,he'sacting

ratherstrange.He'sedgy,scratchinghisheadeveryothersecond.Hegoesoutforfreshair.I'm

worried,afterthisscrumptiousmealhejustpreparedforus.Hecomesback,goesstraightto

thefridgeandstartchewingonicecubes.Nkaiswatchinghimclosely,Igetafeelinghehasan

ideawhat'sbotheringJase.Heputsbacktheicecubesinthefridgeandgoestothebathroom.

Okaythat'sverystrange,what'supwithhim.IlookatNkaandheshrugshisshoulders.

Goodnessthisisratherfrustrating,couldhebecravinghisfixmaybe?JustasI'maboutto

consultuncleGoogle,herushesbackin.

JASE:"LeleandNkaIcan'tdothis,thecravingiswaytoomuch.Pleaseguyshelpme,Ineedto

beadmittedtoarehabprogrammeorelseIwon'tcope.I'mstrugglingasis"

NKANYISO:"Don'tworryletmecontactoneofmyvarsityfriends,hemightbeabletohelpus

urgently"

JASE:"pleaseI'dreallyappreciatethat,rightnowIhavethisurgethatwon'tgoaway.I'mreally

cravingthecoke"

OKUHLE:"comeheremyfriend"

Igivehimabonecrushinghugandhebreaksdown.It'sreallyhurtingmeseeinghimlikethis.

I'mjustgratefulforhishonesty,hewould'vesimplymadeanescapeplanjusttogethisfix.The

hateIhavetowardsthatexcuseofamanisslowlyconsumingme.Whatkindofaperson

destroysanotherperson'slifelikethis.Worseparthe'saparent,howwouldhefeelifanother

persondidthesametohiskids.Therehastobeawaytomakethismanpay.Iwon'tresttillhe

paysforwhathedidtomyfriend.Heneedstobestoppedbeforehefindsthenextvictim.This

wholetimeNkahasbeenbusytalkingonhisphone.I'mprayingwhateverfriendcomesthrough



forus.

Hecomesbackallsmiles,I'massumingit'sgoodnews.HepatsJase'sshoulder.Helet'sgoof

me.Helookssobrokenrightnow.

NKANYISO:"Thisfriendofminemanagedtopullafewstringsforus.Weneedtoheadthere

now,paperworkwillbedoneproperlytomorrowbutJaseyouaregettingadmittedtodayatthat

rehabCentre"

JASE:"willtheyhelpmegetthisedgeoff,Ihatethisfeeling"

NKANYISO:"Youwillgetallthehelpyouneed,trustme.Thisisoneofthebestrehabilitation

programmesthereisinGauteng.Isuggestwedon'twasteanytime,let'sgetgoing."

JASE:"Ididn'tevenreportatwork,what'sgoingtohappen?"

NKANYISO:"Don'tworry,allthatwillbetakencareoff.Therehabwillprovidethedocuments,

wewillthentakethemtoyouremployers.Let'snotwastetimeguys,let'squicklyattendtothis

friendbeforeheknocksoff."

WerushtoJase'sflattogethisIDdocuments,werushtotherehabilitationCentre.I'm

impressed,thisreallyseemslikethebestrehabCentreintown.IsuspectNkawillhandlethebill

eventhoughhehasn'tsaidso.Thismanhasaheartofgold,howhemangedtopullthishuge

favourinsuchasmallframeoftimeisquiteimpressive.TheyloadJase'sdetailsinthesystem,

theyhandhimpyjamas.Myheartbreaksintosmallpiecesleavinghimthere.Hewasgivenan

injectionanddrip.Theurgeisslowlydissappearingheisnolongerscratchinghisheadthat

much.He'smorecalmer,asmuchaswestillwantedtospendtimewithhim.Wewereadvised

toleave,standardprocedure.Hewon'tbeallowedvisitorstillprogressisvisible.Iwonderwhen

thatwillbe.It'ssodifficultseparatingfromhim,onepartfeelslikeI'mneglectinghimwhenhe

needsmethemost.

NKANYISO:"babe,heisingreathands.Hewillbeatthisinnotime.Okay"

OKUHLE:"IfeellikeI'mturningmybackonhimwhenheneedsmethemost"

NKANYISO:"itmayseemsofornow,trustmethisisthebesthelpwecanassisthimwith"

OKUHLE:"Itrustyoubabe.IneedthatsorryexcuseofamantopayforwhathedidtoJase"



Hestaresatmeforthelongestoftime.I'mfuming,intotalrage.I'veneverhatedanyoneas

muchasIhatethisman.I'mconsumedwithsomuchhatred,justicemustprevail.Thismanhas

touchedawrongperson,hehasmessedwiththewrongfamily.

NKANYISO:"Ineedyoutocalmdownmylove,allthisangerisnotgoodforourbaby.Leaveall

thistoome.I'llgetmyfather'sPItodigonthisguy.I'msurethere'safewskeletonsinhiscloset.

Hewilldefinitelypay."

OKUHLE:"doyoupromisebabe,Ineedyoutopromiseme"

NKANYISO:"Iswearonmylifelove,hewillpay"

OKUHLE:"Ineedtosleepmylove"

NKANYISO:"yourwishismycommand,mylove.Jaseissuchagoodcookhey.Youneedto

stealsomeofhisrecipes"

OKUHLE:"OwareyousayingI'mnotagoodcookBab'Nxumalo?"

NKANYISO:"IlovethesoundofthatMaKhumalo,canyoupleaseaddressmelikethatfrom

nowon"

OKUHLE:"wellitdependsBabe,maybeifyougiveittomegoodtonight.Imightjustconsider

yourrequest"

NKANYISO:"isthatallittakesLove,megivingittoyougood?Consideritdone"

OKUHLE:"Bab'Nxumalothankyouforeverything,forbeingwithmeevenwhenI'mimpossible

totolerateattimes.Comingthroughlikethatformyfriend.Foralwaysrunningaroundwhenever

I'mdrivingyouinsanewithmycravings.I'mtrulyblessedtohaveyouinmylife"

NKANYISO:"Iwouldn'thaveitanyotherwaymylove"

MyheartisstillbleedingforJasebutI'mcomfortedbythefactthathe'satthebest

rehabilitationCentreandhewillgetallthehelpheneeds.Ican'twaittillwearepermitted

visitationrights.HeseemedhopefulwhenIlefthimthere.TheonlyimageI'mplanningtokeep

inmyheadisthatofhimlively,talkativeandbubbly.Hehastobebetter,Ihaveapropositionfor

himafterthiswholedrugthingbehindus.He'ssogonnalovebeingmypartnerinthisbusiness

thatI'mabouttoembarkon.Meandmymogheyweareabouttogobiginthisplanningevent

/bridalboutique/restaurantetc.I'llonlypresentthisideaoncealltheresearchisdone.



Mkhulubaedoesn'tknowwhat'sabouttohithimnext.I'mprettycertainthatmanhasdirty

secretsinhiscloset,judgingbywhathehasdonetomyfriend.Whoknowshowmanyvictims

arethere?Heneedstobeexposedandhumiliated.Ifeelsorryforhiskids,wonderwhydidthe

wifedivorcehiminthefirstplace.Maybethat'swhereweshouldstartwithourinvestigations.

AfterthatnastycommentssheputonFacebook,I'llrunthisideabyNka.ObviouslyIwon't

approachthewife,shemighttakeallthatangeratmesinceIcommentedonthatpost.That

manwillpayonewayoranother.

Insert84

TwoweekshaspassedsinceJasehasbeenadmittedtotherehabilitationprogrammecentre.

TodayNkaisgettingtheresultsfromtheirPIregardingMkhulubae.I'manxious,timeismoving

soslow.Ikeepcheckingtheclockeverynowandthen.I'vejoinedthepregnantladiesdance

class,it'squitefun.Itkeepsmymindoffthings.Ialwayslookforwardtomydailyclasses.Mrs

Nxumalosuggestedthisclasstome,oneofherfriendsdaughterinlawwasamemberduring

herpregnancy.Lifeoftherich.Iwasscepticalatfirst.sheliterallydraggedmeoutofthehouse

claimingwegoingshopping.It'sbeenonlytwoweeksbutI'mlovingtheresults.I'velearntalot

frommyfellowdancemates.Afterourhoursessionwenormallyrelax,exchangingideasand

pregnancytips.Let'sjustsayIdon'tbotherMrmethatmuchwherecravingsareconcerned.I

usuallystockupaftermyclass,thesedaysI'monsomehealthyeatingtip.I'mengaginginyoga

aswell.Ahealthymind,ahealthybodyequalstoahealthybouncingbaby.

Todayisnodifferentthantheotherdays.Aftermysession,Ihitthemallandstockupon

everythingImightneed.Perksofhavingachaufferonspeeddial,makesrunningerrandseasy.

IreceiveacallfromNka,thePIjustdroppedanA3envelopesathisoffice.Apparentlyit'sheavy

too.Makesmeevenmoreanxious.Theremustbejuicydetailsinthere.He'smakinghisway

home.Iwrapupmyshoppingquickly.Thedriverseemstobedrivinginslowmotion,that'sjust

howimpatientIam.

Hiscarisalreadyparked.Great!Allwillberevealed.Iquicklyrushinthehouse.Allthe

envelopescontentsarespreadalloverthecoffeetable.Helookssodrained,nowI'mdreading

seeingtheresults.ClearlyMkhulubae'sskeletonsaredarkerthanIthought.



OKUHLE:"Love"

NKANYISO:"I'mspeechlessbabe,thismanissick,he'stwisted.I'mnotevensureyoucan

handlethis."

OKUHLE:"letmesee"

There'snakedpicturesofhimwithunderageboys.Thatbastardtookthesepicsinaangle

whereyoucan'tseehisfacebuttheyoungboysfacesareverymuchvisible.There'sslipsof

differenthotelrooms.There'salotofpicturesofhimwiththisparticularyoungman.He'savery

handsomeboy,there'sprobablyabout30picturesofthisyoungman.HewasaUniversityof

Lesothocharteredaccountantstudent.There'sawholebioofhislife.HeresemblesJaseabit

fromthefashionsensetothelifestyletheyareliving.There'sdocumentsalso,Igothrough

themcarefully.HisnamewasBokangMokoena,hefiledaharrasmentcaseagainstMkhulubae.

Wow!That'sallImanagetosayaftergoingthrougheverything.Hisstatementonthecase

againstMkhulubae,hementionedhowobsessedandcontrollingMkhulubaewas.Apparently

theyonlyhadafling,whenheendedthingswithhim.Thingstookawrongturn,hebecame

extremelyobsessedwithhim.Thestalkingbecameexcessive,heeventhreatenedexposinghis

nakedpicturesonthenet.SeeminglyBokangwasn'tshakenbyallthethreats.There'sprinted

proofofthosethreateningsmses.Bokangwaslastseenleavingafriendshouse,nevertobe

seenorheardofagain.Hewasarrestedandlaterreleasedduetolackofevidence.

AftertheBokangissuehelaidlowandmovedtoPE.That'swherehemetLuvuyo,hewasonly

18whentheystarteddating.Luvuyowaswaiteringtablesatthehotelhewasresidinginduring

schoolholidays.Apparentlyhebecameobsessiveandabusivetowardshim.Anothercasewas

openedbutlaterdropped.TwomonthslaterLuvuyowashospitalizedduetodrugoverdose,he's

beenajunkieeversince.He'sbeentoalmostall9provinces,thepicturesoftheseboys.There's

somethingfamiliarwithalltheseboys.TheyallhavesameresemblanceasBokang,theirfacial

features.You'dswearJase,Luvuyo,Lesego,Vukani,Mangalisoandsinethembaarelonglost

brothers.Ilayallthepicstogetheronthetable.

OKUHLE:"tellmewhat'sfamiliarwithalltheseboysBabe"

Helooksatthemclosely,theyareall2to3yearsapartagewise,theyoungestbeingLuvuyo.

UponrealizingwhatI'vediscovered.Helooksatthemcloselyagain.Ibethedoesn'tbelivehis



eyes.

NKANYISO:"O'myGodLET-O,what'shappeninghere.Alltheseboyslookalike"

OKUHLE:"Bingo!ItallstartedwithBokangafterhisdivorce.AreyouthinkingwhatI'm

thinking?"

NKANYISO:"hisobsessionwiththisBokangboyledhimtoalltheseotherboys"

OKUHLE:"itwasn'tbyfatethathemetallofthem.Thismanspecificallyresearchedand

carefullyselectedhisnextvictim"

NKANYISO:"Idon'tthinkBokangisstillalivewhereverheis.Heprobablykilledhimandnowhe

wantstoreliveeachandeveryoftheirmomentsthroughtheseothervictims"

OKUHLE:"mygoodnesshe'ssosickandtwisted.Ican'tbelieveonepersoncanbesoheartless.

Howmanylivesishewillingtodestroy"

NKANYISO:"mygoodnesshe'sonamissiontodestroythelivesoftheseyoungman"

OKUHLE:"weneedtostophimbabe,he'salreadyontohisnextvictim.Bokanghasbeen

missingforthepast2yearsnowright?"

NKANYISO:"he'sprobablylyingdeadsomewhere,thisheartlessbastardprobablychoppedhis

bodyintopieces.Nowondertheycan'tevenfindhim"

OKUHLE:"whatifhe'snotdeadNka,whatifthismanistorturinghimdailysomewhere?"

NKANYISO:"youcouldbeontosomethingbabe,butwhyseekforothervictimswhenhe's

obsessionisstillalive"

OKUHLE:"Therehastobeawaytobringthislowlifedownbabe.There'sgottabeaway"

NKANYISO:"there'sawaybabe.ThisisnomoreaboutJaseonly,justicewillprevailforallthe

othervictims."

OKUHLE:"tothinkIwinedanddinedwiththatsickbastardmakesmesicktomystomach"

NKANYISO:"Don'tevenblameyourselfbabe,peoplearen'twhattheyseem"

That'sthehardestthingaboutlife.Wedon'talwaysknowpeople'sintentionswithourlives.

Wolvesinsheepskin,imagineifweallhavetheabilitytoseepeople'shearts.Wecould'vebeen

sparedfromalltheheartachesthatwe'veallexperiencedthroughthehandsofpeoplewhohave

claimedtoloveandprotectus.Ican'tevenimaginewhatBokang'sfamilymightbegoing



throughorwentthroughovertheyears.It'sveryheartbreakingnotknowingwhetheryourchild,

brother,sisterornextofkinisstillaliveorsufferingwherevertheyare.Suchpromisinglives,

lostbecauseofthissickbastard.Iwon'tresttillheisputbehindbarswherehebelongs.Heisa

fuckenmonster.Tothinkhefatherstwoboys,thethoughtaloneisdisturbing.

Ikeeplookingthroughallthesepics.Iwonderhowdoeshemanagetolocatealltheseyoung

men.TheyallresemblesBokang.Couldn'thetakerejectionlikeanyotherman?Whydoeshe

stillfeeltheneedtohurtanddestroyeveryyoungmanthatresemblesBokang.Ineedtodomy

fullresearchonthisBokangkid.MaybegetthePItofollowthismaneveryday.Myinstinctstell

methere'smoretothisstorythanmeetstheeye.Whydoeshefeeltheneedtodestroytheir

livesthough.WebothagreetohavethePItailhimtillwediscoversomething.Hisnextvictim

willnotbeavictim,wearedefinitelygonnacatchhimbeforehecarriesouthisevilways.

Thewife,shemightplayabigroleintonailingthisbastard.Iwonderwhatledtotheirdivorce,

hernastycommentsonthat'spost.Shereallyisawomanscorned.There'sstillno

communicationwithJase.Thisisworkinginmyfavor.Thiswould'vedefinitelycrushedhim.At

somepointIthoughtJasehadfoundhissoulmateinMkhulubae.Whydobadthingshappento

goodpeople.Thethoughtoflosinghimoverdrugs.Evenworsehavinghimmissingwithouta

trace.Myheartisbleedingforalltheseyoungsouls,Bokangismissingandtherestaredrug

addicts.OnlyMangalisomanagedtobeatthewholedrugaddiction,he'saworkingcitizen.This

manwillpayforalltheliveshedestroyed.

Insert85

It'sbeenamonthsinceJasehasbeenadmittedtotherehabilitationprogrammecentre.The

doctorsarequiteimpressedwithhisrecovery,phonecallsarenowallowed.I'vebeenblowing

thatrehabcentre'slinelikecrazy.Firstthinghewantstodowhenhe'sdischargedisvisithis

mom.Hewantstocomecleantoherfacetoface.Ican'tgetenoughofthegossipfromthe

rehabcentre.There'sjuicygossipeveryday.Hehasmadequitefewfriendsinthereandthere's

amaledoctorinterestedinhim.Hebringshimflowers,chocolatesbutmymogheyisnot

hearinganyofthat.He'sstayingawayfromdatingforthenext5years,hisexactwords.

Apparentlyboozeandclubsaremorefunthanhischoiceofman,hiswordsagain.Iseemto

agreewithhimonthat.I'vebeenhintingthisbusinessideathingonthelow.ThesedaysI've

beengoinghardonthatresearch.Theboyfriendstillhasnoidea,I'mtakingmyprecioustime

withthisbusinessventure.IterriblymissspendingtimewithJasethough.



Mymorningsicknesseshavedrasticallydecreased.I'mnolongervomitingatallbutthere'sstill

somecertainsmellsthatIcan'tstand.I'mstartingtoenjoythispregnancy,eventhoughmy

facebreaksouteverynowandthen.Pimplesaremyworstnightmares,tothinkI'venever

experiencedthisproblemduringmyteenyears.LuckilyIhaveproductsI'mcurrentlyusingto

helpwiththerecentskinproblemsandtheyarehelpful.I'vebeenlazyalsothesedays.Mydance

classeshavealsobeenminimizedfrom5to3daysinaweekbyyourstruly.ButIstillenjoy

themverymuch.Myappetitehasalsodropped,sometimesI'mforcedtoeatsomethingformy

baby'ssake.Ienjoysleepingduringthedaythencomesnighttime,I'mstrugglingtosleepand

botheringNka.MrsNxumalobroughtmefewnovelssheenjoyedreading.Thisworkedforboth

NkaandI.AtleastInolongerwakehimbutopttoreadinstead.

ThepasttwoweeksthePIhasbeentailingthisexcuseofaman.Heeveninvolvedtwo

undercoverpolicetokeepaneyeonthiswickedman.They'vediscoveredthisman'ssecluded

desertedbuildingthatheusuallyvisits.Thedesertedbuildingisremotelythreehoursawayfrom

whereheresides.Hevisitsthatplace3-4timesaweek.Otherdaysheevendrivesthereinthe

middleofthenight.Theybelievehe'shidingsomethingmajorinthatbuilding.Sometimeshe'll

stockupboozeanddrivethere,whenthathappenshe'llevenspendthenightinthere.

Apparentlyhe'sbeenlyinglowintermsofseekingthenextvictim.Whilethetwoundercover

copswerebusytailinghim,MrPItookituponhimselftofindMangaliso.Theonlysurviving

victimwhomanagedtogetbackonhisfeet.

MangalisowasaUKZNstudentwhentheymet.Hewascomingfromthelibraryonerainyday

whenthismanofferedhimalift.Hedeclineditforobviousreasons,buttheybumpedintoeach

otheragainattheclub.Thatwashisfavoritehangoutspotwithfriendseveryweekend.He

approachedthemandboughtthemdrinks.Mangalisodidn'teventhinkhewasinterestedinhim

sincetheirgroupconsistedof4femalesandtwogayguys.Buttheguymadehisintentions

clearfromthefirstday.Duetopeerpressuresincetheguywasabigspender,heendedup

givinghimhiscontactdetails.Heclaimshewasinitiallyinitforthemoneybutalongthelines

hefellforhim.Simplybecausetheguyseemedlegithetookcareofhimfinanciallyemotionally

andotherwise.Hewouldalsotakehimonweekendgetawayssoheslowlydriftedawayfrom

hisfriends.Hedependedsolelyonhimandthat'swhendrugswereintroduced,hethoughtthey

wereexploringandexperimentingsomethingnew.

Thecontrolingandsexualdemandsincreased,aswellasstalking.Hewouldstalkhim

everywheresoMangalisoendedthingsbecausehefeltitwastoomuch.Itdidn'tlastforlong

though,thebreakupbecausehewasalreadyhookedondrugs.Apparentlythat'swherethe

abusestartedaswell.Hewouldbelockedupsometimesandmisshislectures.Herecallsone

daywhenhebroughthimanoutfitanddemandedhimtowearit.Hecalleditroleplayingandhe



wasshownavideoofayoungman.Mangalisocouldn'tbelievehiseyes,theresemblance

betweenhimandtheyoungman.HeclaimsthisMkhulucharacterdemandedhetalk,walkand

dressupliketheyoungmanonthevideo.Itwasratherstrangebuttheabusedhesufferedupon

failingtocarryhimselflikethatspecificyoungmanwasanopener.Whenhefinallyallowedhim

toattendclass,that'swhenhemanagetoescapeandrantohisgranniesplaceforhiding.The

friendsupdatedhimoftheMkhulu'scaralwayspassingthevarsitypremises.Hewasclearly

searchingforhimbuttonoavail.Iguessthat'swhenhefinallygaveupandwentonanother

questsearchingforthenextvictim.Mangalisostatedhowdangerousandtwistedthatmanis.

Heneverfiledanassaultcaseagainsthimbecausehefearedforhislife.Fastforwardhewent

backtovarsityafterhidingforthewholeyear,2yearslaterhegraduatedandneverlookedback.

WhenthePIinterviewedthewife,sheclaimedalltheseyoungboysaretheone'swhoseduced

herhusbandbecausehe'sloaded.Apparentlytheyaregolddiggerswhoareonlyinterestedin

hismoneyandnothingelse.Sheclaims,thesonsfriendsaccusedherhusbandofsexually

molestinghimeverytimehesleptovertheirplace.Shedismissalltheclaimsagainstherex

husbandclaiming,theywerejealousbecauseofhissuccesshencethefalseallegations.She

stillblamesthatboyforherdivorce.Shebelievesherhusbandwillcomebackoneday.Right

nowit'salltheseboysfault,theyarealwaysseducingherhusband.It'squitesickeninghow

she'sdefendinghim.Clearlyshedoesn'tknowherexhusbandasmuchassheclaimstoknow

him.Theireldestsonwantsnothingtodowithhisdad.Apparentlyhewalkedinonthemone

day.Hecaughthisdadrighthandedbusymolestinghisfriend.That'sthereasonwhyhewas

disownedbybothparents.Thisisreallyhectic,Ican'tbelievetherearewomanwhoturntheir

backsontheirkidsinthenameofprotectingandsavingtheirmarriage.

ThePIalsoinformedustodaytheyareraidingthatbuilding.Thiswholethingismakingmefeel

uneasy,whatishehidinginthere.Maybethere'salreadydeadbodiesburiedthere.Probably

there'sunknownvictimofhisburiedinthere.Whatifhepickedboysupintheclubforone

night'sstandandlaterburiedtheminthere.Mymindisracingrightnow,allthesefindings

makesmebelievethismaniscapableofkillingaswell.WeconcludednottoinformJaseofall

thesediscoveries.Wedon'twantanythingtohinderhisprogress,especiallysincehisdoingso

wellandthedoctorsbelievehewillbeoutinnotime.Obviouslyhedoesn'tknowallthis

informationevenNkawastoldinconfidencebutlatersharedthenewswithme.Heprobably

sawhowthisthingaffectedmeaswell.

TodayIcamestraighthomeaftermyclass.I'mquitelazyandinneedofagoodnap.Nkaisat

work.Imakeamentalnotetoprepareamouthwateringdinnerformyman.He'sbeenvery

supportiveandnotevenoncehashecomplained.He'stakingcareofJase'smedicalbills

withoutanycomplaints.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatIdidtodeservesuchagoodman.I'd



alwaysdebateaboutallmanbeingthesameduetoalotofwomencomplaininghowmancheat

andmistreatthem.IneverthoughtinamillionyearsI'dendupwithsomeonelikeNka.Speakof

thedevil

OKUHLE:"MypersonIwasjustthinkingaboutyou"

NKANYISO:"babeI'monmywaytoyourightnow"

OKUHLE:"yousoundsoworried,what'swrong"

NKANYISO:"notreallyIjustmissyou,infactI'matthegateaswespeak"

OKUHLE:"reallybabe,Iknowyoubynow.Yousoundsomewhatstressed"

NKANYISO:"openthedoorformeMrsme"

Heattacksmewithabonecrushinghug.Westayinthatpositionforthelongesttime.NowI'm

worried

Insert86

I'mstillwrappedaroundhisarms,whenhisphonerings.HeanswersitandIcanhearthe

conversation.It'sthePItellinghimtowatchthenewschannel.Hepullsmetothelounge,we

turnonthenewschallengeandMkhuluhasmadeheadlines.There'sinvestigationteam,

reporters,police,thewholeplaceisbuzzing.There'sayoungmanwhoisfoundinthisdeserted

building.Thereportersaystheycan'trevealtheyoungman'sidentity,buttheyconfirmamanin

hislate50'shasbeenarrestedforkidnapping,sexualassaultandmurder.Twounidentified

werediscoveredatthepremises.Apparentlytheyarestillsearchingthewholebuildingsince

theybelievetheycouldbemorehiddenbodies.Thisistoomuchtotakein.Heiscuffedand

takenaway,hisfaceishiddenandthejournalistaretryingtogetaclearimageofhim.I'm

suddenlyoverwhelmedthinkingthiscould'vebeenJase.Mytearsareflowingfreely,thisistoo

muchtobare.

Theyhaven'tdisclosedtheidentityoftheyoungmanfoundbutthePrivateinvestigatorhas

alreadymentioneditsBokang.He'sinaverybadstate,he'sbeentortured,abusedphysicallyand

sexually.Hewasstarvedaswell.He'sadmittedforfurthertestandtreatment.Thepoorguy,his

onlycrimewasfallinginlovewithapsycho.Howdidheevenmanagetoskipacountrywithhim.



Ourjusticesystemisfailingusonadailybasis.Heprobablybribedhiswayintothecountry.

Theyareshowingthecagewherehewaskept.Thisisbarbaric,hewaschainedthroughouthis

stayinthere.There'sasponge,2blankets,there'satoiletandtapwaterwherehewaskept.

There'sbasictoiletrieslikesoap,rollon,toothpaste,toothbrushandbodylotion.There'sempty

takeawaycontainersandmostlyplasticsofbread.Seemslikehemostlysurvivedonbreadand

water.Themediaishavingsuchabuzzoverthisheadline.Differentheadlinesoverthesame

storycoverage.

I'mdisturbedbymyringingphone.It'stherehabilitationcentre'scontactnumber.AtleastI'llhear

ofthejuicygossipshappeningoverthecentre.Iansweronthe3rdring,heisjustbreathing

heavily.Nowordsarespoken,shit!IthitsmetheyhaveTVaccessandthenewschannelseems

tobethemostwatchedchannel.Irememberhowhewascomplainingjustfewdaysago.

Clearlyhe'sfullyawareofwhat'sgoingon.Ihonestlythoughtthiscouldbehiddenuntilhis

releasebutfatehadotherplans.

JASE:"Leleit'shim,eventhoughhisfacewascoveredandtheidentitywaswithheld.That's

definitelymyexLele"

OKUHLE:"it'sdefinitelyhimbabe,he'sgoingtobelockedupforthelongesttime"

JASE:"maytheylockhimandthrowawaythekeyinthedeepbluesea."

OKUHLE:"there'snodoubtaboutit,he'sgoingawayforgood.Notevenmoneywillsavehim

fromthis"

JASE:"LeleIwould'vebeennext,it'snowsinkingin.Ican'tbelievethesamemanIwashead

overheelsinlovewithmonthsago,isaruthlesscoldmurderer"

OKUHLE:"babeyousurvivedthat'sthemostimportantfact.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatI

would'vedone,hadIlostyou"

JASE:"youaremysuperwomandoyouknowthatLele,youcametomyrescue.Ihadneglected

youbutbabeyoucamerightontime"

OKUHLE:"that'swhatfriendsarefor,besidesyouaremybrother.Whohappenstobemysister.

Youaremyallinone"

Helaughsforthelongestoftime,Ijoinhim.That'sjusthowcontagioushislaughis.Jaseisone

ofthestrongestpeopleIknow.I'mcertainhetakesafterhismom.Myonlyconcernwashim

findingoutwhilestilldealingwiththeaddictionthing.Ishould'vehadmorefaithinhim.That's



justhowprotectiveIamtowardshim.He'sdefinitelyhandlingthisbetterthanIthought.

JASE:"Leletheguytheyfound.Hehadhardcopiespicturesofhimandhecarriedthem

everywherehegoes.WhenIconfrontedhimaboutthemheliedandsaidthatwashislatelover.

ThiswholetimeIdidn'tthinkcompetingwithaghostwasbad.Discoveringtheguywasactually

heldcaptiveandtorturedisscary"

OKUHLE:"TheguyisoriginallyfromLesothoandtheyaremanymorevictims,what'smore

scaryishetargetedguyswholooksimilartoBokang"

JASE:"Isthathisname,Bokang?"

OKUHLE:"yep,hisbeenmissingwithoutatrace"

JASE:"Ihonestlydon'tbelievethis.Isitpossibleforsomeonetobesoobsessedwithaperson

thattheywillusetheirnameastheirpasswords.WowI'mbeyondshocked"

OKUHLE:"I'mjustgladheiscaughtandBokangcanfinallybereunitedwithhisfamily"

JASE:"whowould'vethoughtthatonedayI'lldateaserialstalker,rapistandmurderer"

OKUHLE:"lifeisjustunpredictabledoll,I'vealsohadmyfairshareofpeoplehangingonto

ghosts"

JASE:"saywhat!Andwhydidn'tIhearaboutthosenews?

OKUHLE:"youwerebusydippingyourchocolateinthatvanilla."

JASE:"Arottenvanillaforthatmatter,remindmenevertoeverdateagain"

OKUHLE:"howcanI,whenyou'vescoredyourselfaDoctorinthere?"

JASE:"pleasedon'tremindmeofthatnag,he'smymotivationtodobetterandgetawayfrom

thisplace.I'msogladit'shisweekendoff,herubsmeoffthewrongway.EspeciallyafterallI've

beenthrough"

OKUHLE:"Hemightbeyourfuturehusbandwhoknows?".

JASE:"markmyworksdarling,I'dratherdie.Doyouhearme,I'llevendigmyowngrave.Speak

ofthedevil.Dollwewilltalkagainlater,gotogo"

OKUHLE:"byebabe"

It'sbeenelevenminutesafterhangingupyetI'mstilllaughing.ThatDoctorhasareallylongway



togo,ifhe'stryingtoimpressJase.AnimageofhimrollinghiseyesjustcrossedmymindandI

startlaughingagain.Canmyfriendbedischargedalready.Ican'twaittillwearegrantedvisiting

rights.Ireallywanttoseethisdoctorwho'sheadoverheelsinlovewithmyfriend.Theyusually

saythebestlovestoriesstartwiththeotherpartybeingtotallyannoyingandyoucan'teven

standthem.Ifthat'sthecaseIwilldefinitelyremindJaseofourconversations.Hehonestly

can'tstandthisguy,he'sannoyedbyeverylittlethinghedoes.Ifeelsorryforhimthough

becauseJaseisdealingwithheavystuff.Datingisoutofthequestion.

Theregoesmyplanofpreparingadeliciousmealformyman.I'msodrainedaftereverything

that'shappened.Ifthere'sonethingI'mgratefulforisthatBokangisfinallyfreeandthat

monsterisbehindbarswherehebelongs.Ifeelsadthoughofthosefamilieswhowillonlybe

unitedwiththeirlovedonesremains.It'sreallysad,Iwonderhowmanyothervictimsareout

there.Seemslikethismanwasonaseriousmissiontodestroyasmanylivesashecan.It'strue

whattheysayineverybadsituationthere'salsoabitofgoodinit.Jase'saddictionledto

Bokangbeingrescued,familiesfindingtheirlovedonesremainsandthatmonsterbeingput

away.Ihopeoncethetrialstartsmoreofhisvictimsshowupandtestifyagainsthim.Thatman

deservesalifetimeinjail.

Hesnugglesclosertome.NowIunderstandwhyhewassodownearlier.I'venoticedNkais

sensitive,hewasprobablyinformedhimofthediscoveriesearlieronbythePI.ThePIandthe

twoundercovercopsdidanoutstandingJob.IwonderhowwillthisMonsterswifesay

regardingthelatest"allegations"assheformerlynamedthem.Onlythistimearoundthere's

proofthatcomeswiththesocalledallegations.Mystomachgrumbles,webothlookateach

otherandstartlaughing.Iguesstodaytheappetiteisback.Hegetshisphoneandstart

orderingabitofeverything.I'msittingwatchinghimpaceupanddown,helookssoyummy

wearinghiswhiteshirt,slimfittrousers.Thewayhispushinghishairbackwhiletryingtoinvolve

meintheordering.AllIcanthinkaboutnowisthedessert,myveryownbuffet.He'sstill

unawarewheremymindsethasdriftedto.HepauseforawhileandaskwhatkindofsaladsI'd

lovetoeat.Myinnerhoescreams,you!

Insert87

ThreeMonthslater,everythingisfallingintoplace.Jasewasdischargedamonthago.His

leadingahealthyandpositivelife.Everyweekendhe'sofferinghisservicesfreelyby

volunteeringattherehabilitationcentre.Heexplainedhowhealingandsatisfyingitistohelpthe

needy.Justtheotherdayhewasexploringandresearchingintheadoptionsubject.Hewantsto



adopthisnewlydiscoveredbrother.Hisbiggestchallengenowispresentingthatideatoboth

families.I'mverymuchsupportiveifthisidea.Sinnerorlaterhemustinformbothfamiliesofhis

plan.ThiswholeMkhulubaesituationisthereasonbehindtheadoption.Hefeelstheonlyway

tolookoutandprotecthisbrotherisbyhavinghimcloser.Fornowhe'sratherfocusinghis

energyonthecentreandhelpingtheseyoungboyswhoareadmittedforsubstanceabuse.I'm

reallyproudofhim.He'sdoingwhatheloveshelpingother.Iguessit'ssecondnaturetohim.I

rememberwhenhecouldn'tbarebeingtherebecauseofthatDoctor.They'vemadepeaceand

workwelltogether.IguessafterJaseexplainednicelytohim,howhedoesn'tseehiminthat

light.Iguesstheguyfinallyacceptedtherewon'tberomanticallyinvolvednotinthislifetime

atleast.Isometimesoffermyservicesthat'sifI'mnotlazyortootired.I'mjustlookingforward

tomybrothersweddingtakingplaceintwoweekstime.Nkaisoverthemoon,thelobola

negotiationsaretakingplacetwoweeksafterthewedding.I'mgoinghomeinthenexttwodays.

Ican'twaittobespoiledrotten.TheKhumalo'sareimpatientlywaitingforme.

Mkhulubaewasdeniedbail,histrialwaspostponedafter5morebodieswerediscoveredinand

aroundthatbuilding.Investigationsarestillcontinuingseeinghehasbeenarounddifferent

provincesinthespaceoftwoyears.Theybelievethere'smoretodiscoversinceMangaliso

cameforwardandgavehisstatement.There'salosanother16yearoldboy,hewasalmost

molestedbyhimawhileback.Thismanisdefinitelyspendingtherestofhislifebehindbars.

Bokangwasreunitedwithhisfamily,herequestedtomeetusbeforeheadingbackhome.Such

adowntoearthyoungman.Helookedsopale,fragileyetsohandsome.Onlyanevilpersonhas

theabilitytotortureanotherhumanbeingtothisextent.Lookslikehewasrescuedrightontime,

eventhoughhewentthroughtheworst.Heisstillaliveandwiththerighthelp,hewillbounce

back.It'sunfortunatefortheother7victimsthough.Jasecouldn'tbelievehiseyeswhenhewas

showntheothervictimspictures.HowhemanagedtofindallBokang'slookalikeremainsa

mysterytoeveryone.Guesshe'stheonlyonewithanswers,apparentlyhe'swillingtoplead

guiltytoallthecharges.Whetherhepleadsguiltyornothe'sdefinitelygettingalifesentence,

that'sforcertain.Theexwifestillbelievesherexhusbandwasframed,especiallysinceallthe

victimsareblackyoungmen.Shewasmakingracistandhomophobiccomments.Idon'tknow

ifshe'sdesperatetogetherhusbandbackorwhat.Karmawilldealwithher.

Finallythetimehascomeformetogohome.SpendingtimewiththeKhumalo'sforthefull

monthwilldefinitelydomegood.I'mmissingMaKhumalomorethanusuallately.Eventhough

wedon'thavethatopenmothertodaughterrelationship.It'sreallynoteasyaskingfor

relationshipadvicefromherordiscussingone'slovelife.MaKhumaloisthetypicaloldagewife,

she'sthesubmissivewifewhowon'tdaregoagainstherhusband'swishes.GrowingupI

honestlythoughtthat'sallawomanhastooffer.LookingbackIcan'thelpbutgiggle,atsome

pointinmylifeIwaswillingtofollowinMakhumalo'sfootsteps.Funnyhowlifeworksout,

everythingIwentthroughledmehere.



Mybabybumpisverymuchvisible.Thescanconfirmed,I'mcarryingonebaby.Nkawasalittle

disappointedatfirst,brothermanhonestlythoughthehadscoredtwiceinonego.Hestillvouch

itstheboyI'mcarrying,honestlyIdon'tmindsolongasthebabyishealthy.Thebaby'ssexis

stillunknown,bychoicethough.Mespendingthewholemonthathome,doesn'tsitwellwithMr

me.Igetthefeelinghewillbedrivingdowneveryweekendjusttoseeus.'waittillyouare

officiallymine'that'shisfavoritequoteasoflate.Idon'tevenknowwhenIfellasleep,he's

shakingmelightly.Iopenmyeyesandwearealreadyparkedatmygate.I'mreallyexhausted

andinneedofmyafternoonnap.Hehelpsmewithmybagsandtakethemallthewaytothe

house.MaKhumalomeetsmehalfway,sheseemsgenuinelyhappytoseeme.Shekissesmeall

overmyfaceandsingingpraisestoherunborngrandchild.Thewaythislittlebuggeriskicking

me.she/heishappytobewelcomedhome.

SheordersMetositonthecouch,sheimmediatelydisappearsandgetsbackwithabasinwith

lukewarmwater.Shepourstwotablespoonofbicarbonateofsoda.Isoakmyfeet,theyare

swollen.Maybeit'sbecauseofthelongdrive.Servesmerightforrefusingaflight.Callme

crazybutIenjoytheroadtrips.MaKhumaloismassagingmyfeet,thisfeelslikeheavenon

earth.Suchtenderhands,there'smagicinthem.NowonderBab'Khumaloisalwayssuffering

formbackpains,sorefeet,musclestiffness.Ialwayssuspectedexaggerationinthose

statementsbecauseeveryothersecondorthirdday,hewillcomplain.Iwonderwhereisheby

theway.Imisshim.

MAKHUMALO:"whatwouldyouliketoeatmybaby.Iseeyouareexhausted,eatandrest"

OKUHLE:"whereisyourboyfriendtoday"

MAKHUMALO:"runningerrandsforme,he'sprobablyonhiswayaswespeak"

OKUHLE:"I'dlovetoeatafruitsald,mixedberriesyoughurtwithpeanutsandraisins"

MAKHUMALO:"aayleleIcanonlyhelpyouwithfruitSalad,therestmakealist.Iwillsend

Thokozanifromnextdoor"

OKUHLE:"canIpleasehavekiwifruitandpineappleslicesincludedinthefruitsalad"

MAKHUMALO:"writeallthosethingsdownThokozaniwillgetthemforyou,meanwhileI'll

makeyouasandwichsoyoucanrest"

Thiswomanhasnochillwhatsoever,I'mforcedtoeathamandcheesesandwichwithrooibos



tea.She'ssittingrightbesidememakingsurethatIemptyallmyplatescontents.Ittakesmea

good30minutetofinishmysandwich.Imakemywaytomybedroom,firstletmeupdatethe

boyfriend.EventhoughhealreadyknowsI'm homesafe.He'ssulkingoverthephone,making

memisshimevenmore.Ilaycomfortablyinmyoldbed,soonIwillneedanewbedjustsoIcan

accommodatemylittlebugger.I'mslowlydriftingofftosleep,IhearMaKhumalosaying

somethingaboutgettingThokozanishewillbebackinafewminutes.Iwanttoreplybutsleep

getsthebetterofme.

I'mawakenedbythenoiseinthehouse.Ican'tbelieveI'vesleptfor3andahalfhourswithout

anydistractions.MyFeetfeelbetternow,it'stheKhumalo'sdebatingoversomeTVprogramme.

ImakemywaytothelivingroomandformallygreetBab'Khumalo.Beingpregnantdoesn'tsave

mefrommyteadutiesthough.I'malreadymakingteafordaddydearest.Mymoodgoesfrom

22-100percentrealquickseeingallmyfruitsaladingredients.Ican'twaittoseethetwins

parents.MydadiswhisperingsweetnothingsintoMakhumalo'searandshe'sblushingnon

stop.Iwonderwhatthisoldmanisupto.Theybetternotsubjectmetotheirintimatemoans.I

don'tthinkI'lleverforgetthatday.Theyinvitemetojointhem.Iseriouslycan'tstandthissport

Channel,Imakeanescapeplananditworksperfectly.ImcravingdisconnectedpapandMaas,

there'sneitherandI'mtoolazytomakestiffpapguessI'llhavetosettleforthefruitsalad.Right

nowImissNkaandhowhegoesoutofhiswaytosatisfymycravings.Onetearescapemyeye,

howamIgoingtosurviveamonthwithoutmyman.MaKhumalohasnotimetoentertainmy

cravings,shewillratherfeedmesomethingelse.

Insert88

It'sbeenonecrazyweekofmycravingsbeingtotallyignored.MaKhumaloistakingnoprisoners,

it'ssoftporridgeeverymorningfollowedbyaheavylunch.ByheavyImeanyourpap,rice,meat

andveggies.There'ssnacksinbetweenbutI'monlyallowedtosnackonfruitsorsalads.My

dailynapshavebeencutshortalso,apparentlythebabywillsleepduringlabour.HenceI'm

beingdeprivedofmyfourhournap.Ithasbeenreducedtotwohoursmax.Thursdaywhenshe

wasattendingthewoman'sprayeratchurch.Isleptforfivehoursjusttomakeupforlosttimes.

Thankgoodnessformyalarm,Iwould'vebeencaughtifitwasn'tforthealarm.Maybethat

statementit'strue,I'veheardofsuchstoriesofbabiesfallingasleepduringlabour.Ifeelabused

butIknowbetterthantoquestionherways.She'sdonethisgivingbirthbusinesstwiceandI'm

totallyclueless.I'vedecidetokeepmymouthshutandtakeitasitcomes.Ialwaysquestion

suchthingsbutwithgrowthcomesknowledge,understandingmixedandrespect.I'mnoteven

allowedtodrinkthreeglassesofcolddrinksinonego.Thehousechoresarealsopartof

exerciseincludingthedishes.I'mslowlyadjustingtotheroutine,mightaswellstop

complaining.It'soneweekdown,threetogo.OfcourseI'monaseriouscountdown,it'swhat



keepsmegoing.Jasealwayscallsfordailyupdates,he'slovinghowstrictMaKhumaloisonme.

WaittillIgobacktojoburg,that'smyfavoritelinewhenI'mconsolingmyself.

Todayit'sthefirstSaturdayandI'mhavinglunchwiththebridetobe.I'mactuallylooking

forwardtoit,abreathoffreshair.I'vebeencookedupinthehousethewholeweek.I'minsuch

highspiritstoday,afewhoursawayfromMaKhumalo

She'sevenmonitoringmymeals.ImakeamentalnotetovisitJase'smomthiscoming

week.I'mwaitingforLangelihleinNando's,thatsherrequest.Weareseriouslygoingtohavea

problemifsheplanonkeepingmewaiting.Ihatewaitinghonestly.Shecomesstrollingaftera

fewminutesofmesettlingdown,thewomanisglowing.Shehasgainedabitofweightsince

ourlastencounter.Luckilyshehasspottedme,she'scomingtowardsmydirection.

LANGELIHLE:"girl,you'vechangedsincethelasttimeIsawyou.TheNxumalojunioristreating

youwell"

OKUHLE:"waygood,it'sonlythefirsttrimesterthatwashectic.Howarethetwins"

LANGELIHLE:"let'snotevengothereLele,theyareverynaughtythesedays.Icanhardlykeep

up,doyouknowhowgratefulIamforMaGrace"

OKUHLE:"amIgladI'mnotexpectingtwins"

LANGELIHLE:"I'mprayingit'snottwinsthistimearound"

OKUHLE:"holdup,rewindthat.Thistimearound,areyoupregnant?

Asmileformsonherface,she'ssuddenlyshy.Thisanswersmyquestion.Wow!Thesetwo

aren'twastinganytime,theyareseriouslyexpandingtheirfamily.Ithoughtsomethingwas

differentwithherbutpregnancywasnowherenearmysuspicions.Shewasheavilypregnant

withherengagementparty,nowshe'sapregnantbride.

LANGELIHLE:"Don'tlookatmelikethat,Ican'tkeepmyhandsoffyourbrother.Histongueand

dickgame"

OKUHLE:"yuck!Iwillnotpartakeinthisdiscussion.That'smybrotherwearetalkingabout,

siesmaarn"

LANGELIHLE:"He'syummy,sexyandallmine"



OKUHLE:"can'twediscussbabystuff,likehello!Ineedalltheinformationaboutnappies,baby

formulasandallthatstuffinsteadofdiscussingBhut'Siphiwe"

LANGELIHLE:"ThewayhemoanswhenI'mtakingcharge"

OKUHLE:"that'sit,I'moutofhere!"

Shefailsdismallytosuppressherlaughternow.Sheburstoutinlaughterwiththathighpitched

voice,Iwasalreadyonmyfeet,shepullsmyhandandIimmediatelysitdown.Shepurposely

wentonandonjusttogetareactionfromme.Yuck,whowantstoknowabouttheirsiblings

bedroomstales.Certainlynotme,hereyesarecompletelyshut.Tearsarestreamingdownher

face,that'showfunnythiswholesituationistoher.Thiswomanisabsolutelygorgeous.Ican't

helpbutjoininthelaughter.Wehaveourlunchwhilediscussingtheweddingsfinalpreparations

.Everythingisgoingwell,it'sonlythebouquetselectionthat'sleft.There'ssomuchvarietyto

choosefromandshe'shavingdifficultyselectingjustone.Anideapopsup,shecanhaveabit

ofeverything.She'sexcitedovertheidea.Everythingissortedfromthedress,tothedeco,the

venue.Ihadsuchalovelydaywithmysisterinlaw,theyhaven'tinformedtheparentsyetof

theirpregnancy.Theywillbreakthenewsattheirwedding.Backtoteagirldutiesanddishes

chores.Notevenpregnancysavedmefromthechoreslist.

ThesedaysI'mobsessedwithbabyshops.Idecidetobrowseabit,what'sthepointofrushing

homeanyway.MaKhumalohascalledenquiringofmywhereabouts.She'sforgivenlet'sjust

blameitonthepregnancy.LangelihlerushedbackhometorelieveMaGraceofherdutiessince

sheonlygoeshomeeveryweekend.I'mdisturbedbymyringingphone.Icarelesslyanswer

withoutcheckingthecallerID,it'stheboyfriend.Hesoundssodisappointedbythemannerin

whichthecallwasanswered.Iapologiesandsinghimhisclannames,hismoodhasimproved.

Hewantstoknowaboutmywhereabouts,whatI'mwearing,whatIateandallthosethings.By

thetimehehangsup,I'mnolongerinthemoodforwindowshopping.I'mexhaustedandin

needofaseriousnap.That'sjustwishfulthinking,MaKhumalowilldefinitelyhaveafit.I

honestlydon'tminddoingthechoresandmaking100cupsofteaprovidedIgetmyundisturbed

sleepduringtheday.

Thewindowshoppingwillhavetowait,I'lldoitsomeothertime.Anothergreatideapopsup,

maybeIshouldbookmyselfinaguesthouseOrhotelandgetmywelldeservednap.Desperate

timescallsfordesperatemeasures.TheregoesthatsmstoMaKhumalo.'Bumpedintoahigh-

schoolfriend,Iwillbehomelater'deliveredthat'smorelikeit.Istillhaveanumberfromthat

guesthouseNkanormallybooksintowheneverhe'sintown.Icallandmakereservationsfor

oneoftheirrooms.I'mecstatic,fourhoursofundisturbedsleep.I'mstillbusyonmyphone



tryingtorequestanUber.Thenetworkisreallynotonmyside.Myphoneringsagain,it'sBae.

OKUHLE:"MrNxumaloSir"

NKANYISO:"MrsMe,I'vebeenimpatientlywatchingyouwithyoursexyYellowdress.CanI

kidnapyouforafewhours?"

Myeyeswandersaroundintheparkinglot.Ispothiscarfromadistance.Iwonderhowlong

hashebeenparkedthere,watchingmyfrustratedselfstrugglingwithnetwork.OfcourseI'm

willingtobeabductedbyhim.Iseductivelywalktowardshisdirection,ofcourseI'mshakingmy

behind.Whatagreatwaytoendmyday.I'mabouttobeservedandgetmynapinbetween.I'm

morethanhappyrightnow.MyveryownNxumaloSirdroveallthewaytocatertomypersonal

needs.Nothingmakesonerelaxedlikesomesexualhealing.Heneedstogiveitinabundance

justsoIcancruisethroughthesecondweekrelaxedAF

Insert89

FinallytheSaturdayoftheweddinghasarrived.Jasehadtobepresentforthedressinguppart.

I'mnotintodressingupandlookingfabulouslately.Asimpledress,leggingsandlooset-shirts

arethemostcomfortableclothesforme.TodayI'llmakeanexceptionbigBrowedsthe

downlowfreak,withaverydarksenseofhumour.Ienjoyspendingtimewithher,ourpregnant

Makoti.She'sbeenverygenerouswithpregnancyinformation,thebestretailstorestoshopfor

qualityclothes,babytoys,nappiesandbaby'sformulas.Notforgettingthesexadvice,which

stylesaresuitableforcertaintrimestersandsheemphasisetheimportanceofdishingupthe

cookietoyourpartner.She'sthelivingexampleofacakedisher.Henceshe'salreadyexpecting

herthirdbundleofjoyorisithersecond.Onecanneverbetoosureofthesethings.I'm

definitelynotfollowinginherfootstep.Notanytimesoon,especiallyaftershedeliveredtwins.

Herfavoriteline'awellfedmanwon'tlookforsatisfactionelsewhere'.Ibegtodifferthough,

somemenlovedippingtheirfingersindifferentcookiejars,regardlessofwhetherthecookieis

serveddaily.Theyjustwantdifferentvarietyofcookies.WhyamIthinkingofsuchinsucha

joyousday.

JASE:"there'snowayyouarewearingthathideousdressdoll.NotwhileI'mstillalive,evenon

myfuneralday.I'llwakeupandsmackthelivingshitoutofyouinthatuglydress"

OKUHLE:"Don'tstart,thisdressisbeautiful.Ichoseitamongmanydresses"



JASE:"mygoodnessthispregnancyhassuckedthefashionsenseoutofyou.Never,Irepeat!

Thatdressneedstobedonatedtosomeoldagehome.I'msurethere'sanoldwomanwhohave

thesamefashionsenseasyou"

OKUHLE:"youaresomean,doyouknowthat?"

JASE:"I'magoodfriendandbrutalhonestyiswhatIwillforeverserveespeciallywhenit

involvesyou"

OKUHLE:"weneedathirdopinionbecauseI'mstrugglingtopointoutanyfaultinthisdress"

JASE:"bemyguesthoney"

There'sabsolutelynothingwrongwithmydress,it'scomfortI'mafterthesedays.WellIadmit

it'snotaverystylishdressonecanweartoawedding.It'sasimpledressthat'scomfortable

andsuitableforapregnantladylikeme.Hecomesbackwithoneofthechurchlady.I'mordered

towearthisdress,sothethirdpartycangivehertwocentsopiniononmydress.WhyamIeven

goingaheadwiththis.Iconfidentlyslipinsidemycomfortabledress,theladyisshakingher

headasasignofdisaproval.ThesatisfactioninJase'sfacerightnow,hehasthatItoldyouso

look.ClearlyJasehasmanagedtoblackmailthisladysecretively.I'mstillnotconvinced,letme

rathergetmyownjudge.Idon'ttrustthesetwo.IbumpintoMaKhumaloandshe'sinarush.

MAKHUMALO:"Leletimeisnotonourside,youneedtogetdressed.Ourtransportisleavingin

halfanhour"

OKUHLE:"reallyMa"

MAKHUMALO:"stopaskingsillyquestionsandgetdressed.Weneedtoblessthevenuewith

thechurchladies"

Wow!WellmaybeJaseandtheladywereright.ImeanMaKhumaloisnotaveryfashionable

personIknowbutshethinksI'mnotdressedasyet.Guessthisdresshastogo.I'm

disappointed,whatamIgonnawearnow?WheredoIevenfindacomfortabledressforthis

occasion.I'msad,Ifeelthetearsthreateningmyeyes.Theemotions,eventhesmallestthings

triggersmyeyeballsfountain.Whywasn'tIwarnedoftheseunstableemotionsbeforethe

pregnancy.Maybepreparemyselfmentally,emotionallybeforethepregnancy.Butthenagain,

thiswasn'tevenplannedsoIwasdoomedeitherway.Imakemywayintotheroomwithmy

headhelddown.



JASE:"Iwaspreparedforthisreaction,henceItookituponmyselftosortyouout"

OKUHLE:"pleasedon'trubsaltintomyopenbleedingwounds.WhatamIgonnawearJase?

I'mdoomed"

Tearsarestreamingdownmyfacefreely,I'mgladit'sjustustwo.Atleastwithhim,I'mfreeto

beasvulnerableasIcanbe.Hepullsoutasuitcover,thesmilethatlitesuphisface,bringsme

hope.I'mprayingitsadressthatcanfitme.Itmustbestylish,nevermindcomfort.I'llsufferfor

onlyfewhours,right?Heunzipsitandrevealsthisemeraldgreenstunningdress.

OKUHLE:"wow!Thisdressisbeautiful,whodoesitbelongto?

JASE:"youdoll,youaretheownerofthisdress"

OKUHLE:"thisisnotimeforjokesJase?"

JASE:"whenIsawthisdressitspoketomeanddollImiraculouslysawyouinit.Itwashanged

outsidethisexpensiveboutiquestore.SoIthoughtmybestiewilllookgorgeousinit.Iwent

insidethestoreandboughtit,okay.SomehowIknewyou'dloveit"

OKUHLE:"IswearI'dkissyourightnow,I'mspeechless.Wordsarefailingme,IloveyouJase"

JASE:"chillyourtitties,Idon'tswingthatway.SoI'llpassthekissbutIloveyoumore"

OKUHLE:"Iswearyousaytherandomestthings,youaremyfoolokay"

JASE:"getdresssoIcanstyleyourhair,girlthischildofyoursisallergictobeautifulthings.I'm

convincedyouarecarryingaboy.Nogirlchildwillallowhermomtochoosesuchahideous

dressandlooksoplainforsuchaspectacularevent"

OKUHLE:"ItdoesntmatterwhatsexI'mcarryingsolongsthebabyishealthy"

JASE:"soyouguyswereseriousoverthishiddensexnonsense,Ihonestlythoughtitwasa

phaseanditwillpass"

OKUHLE:"nope,weevenhaveaseriousbetoverthebaby'ssex"

JASE:"Poorbaby,yourparentsaresomethingelsehey"

Heutterthosewordswhilebrushingmytummy.Thebabykicksassignofacknowledgements

ormaybeheorsheisagreeingwithJase'sstatement.ThisbabyalwaysreactstoJase'stouch,

it'samazing.He'salreadydressedsoI'mbeingrushedtodressupwithhishelpofcourse.I'm



extraslowthesedaysandMaKhumaloisshoutingforustohurryapparentlyourrideisoutside.

OurmakeupLadydoesanaturallookonme.Idon'tevenwantmakeup,Jaseandthatspeechof

mybabyrejectingbeautifulthings.HestillinsistI'mcarryingaboy,Nkawouldbesohappy

hearingsomeonesupportinghisstatement.Wearedoneandchauffeuredtothevenue,thecar

hootersandwomanululatinggetsmeinacelebratorymode.WearriveattheZebrinaguest

houseinNelspruit,goodnessthebeautythatisthisplace.Thebeautifulsetup,Ihonestly

thoughtthedecopeopledidtheirbestinmybrothersengagementpartybutthisisbreathtaking

they'vereallyoutdonethemselves.Thesilverandlilacthemegoingisabsolutelystunning.It'sa

gardenwedding,there'sareceptionarea.Wearehereveryearlywithchurchladies,thegroom

isalsoonhisway.Wearesurmonedtojoinhandsinprayer.It'sonlymeJase,theparentsand

fewchurchmembers.

Wegetthepleasuresofexploringthisbeautifulplace,perksofrollingwiththesistersinChrist.

JaseisthechosenCameramanforthechurchladies.Theydon'tknowwhattheygot

themselvesinto,Iwatchallthisunfoldinginamusement.Howhe'sorderingthemtochange

styles,smilewiththeireyes,pushthecleavageforwardandtilttheirheadstotheside,dothe

sidewaypose,facebackwards,turnaroundandfacethecamera,theNaomiCampbellfamous

pose.He'sgoingonwhileclickingaway.Ihearoneofthechurchladiescomplainingaboutall

theseposes.Shebetternotcomplain,thelasttimeshewastheonewhowantedtotakemost

pics.What'sherproblemnow.TothinkIwantedtodrivewithmyNkabutMaKhumalowanted

usatthevenueearly.Shementionedsomethingabouttheimportanceofprayerbeforethe

ceremonytakesplace.

TheGroomandhisgroomsmenhavegraceduswiththeirpresence,moreguestarearrivingin

numbersaswell.LasttimeIcheckedonourbridethismorning,shewasgettingafullbody

massage.She'sbookedinatsomespalastnightforsomepamperingwithherbridesmaid.The

life!

Insert90

IcatchaglimpseofBab'KhumalofixingBhut'Siphiwe'sTie,behindthisactiswisdompassed

downfromgenerationtogeneration.Iseehowmybrotherkeepsnoddinghisheadthatheis

gettingallthevaluableadvices,probablyaboutlifeingeneralandmarriage.Theinquisitiveme

wishestoheartheirconversationbutI'lljustgathermynosyselfandwatchthisbeautifulsight.

Jaseistakinggenerousgulpsofwinenexttome,there'sagroomsmanthatcaughthiseye.It's

quitefunnyhowhekeepsreciting"honeyyoulookgoodenoughtoeat,pityI'mnotaboutthat



lifeanymore".Ifindmyselfgigglingtohisstatement.Mkhulubaedidanumberonmyboy,he's

reallynotintodatinganymore.He'sstillnursinghisheartandtakingabreakfromthedating

scenealtogether,notpermanentlythough.Ikindofagreewithhimhiseyecandyforthedayis

reallyaneyecandy.Thetypical,tall,dark,handsomewithChineseeyesandkissablelips.He

visitsthegymoften,thebulgyarmsandthatmuscledchest.WhyamIevendescribinghim,

hormones.ThenJasecomplainsaboutthispregnancycloudingmyeyestobeautifulthings,I

meanmyeyesaren'tblindtothisbeautifulcreatureinfrontofus.Lordthewayhelaughsand

rubsthebackofhishead.Nofuckthis,letmegetsomefreshair.

JaseiscomplainingbecauseI'mpullinghimoutsidewithme.Whoa,Whatarelief!Goodness

whyamIsohotandbothered?Isitpossibletodeveloparovingeye,duetopregnancy?IfIhad

spentanyminuteinthere.Idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutit.

JASE:"reallyLele,youjusthavetodisturbmyeyeingsexualencounterwiththathunk"

OKUHLE:"eyeingwhat?"

JASE:"MoghirljustbecauseI'mcurrentlycelibate,doesn'tmeanIshouldn'tbeeyefuckinga

coupleofpotentialbae's"

OKUHLE:"howfardidtheencountergo?didyoucumatleast?"

JASE:"Iwasonthevergeofcumingbeforeapregnantstunningbeautifulannoyingfriendof

minedisturbedmysession"

OKUHLE:"I'llforgivetheannoyingpartsimplybecauseofthecomplimentsyou'veshoweredme

with"

JASE:"ofcourseyouarebeautifulevenwithyourbigtummy"

OKUHLE:"it'sgettingbiggereveryday,Ican'tevenseemynunanow"

JASE:"really,what'swiththetearsnow.Isitbecauseyoucan'tseeyourcoochiepie?"

OKUHLE:"No,that'sbecauseI'mhorny.I'mcryingbecauseI'mhorny"

Welaughsomuchwithtearsstreamingdownmyface.Jaseisbesidehimself,hecan'teven

standstraight.HeprobablythinksIamjoking,butI'mnot.I'mreallyhornyandit'smakingme

emotional.Ihaven'tbeenservedinaweek.I'mcravingforsomevitaminD,speakingoftheD.

WhereismyDsupplier,lasttimewespokewaslastnightafterhehadcheckedinathisusual

guesthouse.Heprobablytriedtocallme,mypoorman.Ican'tevenrememberwhenlastIhad



myphone.Thevenueisbuzzingnowwithalltheguests.Mybrotherismakinghiswaytome,I

meethimhalfway.It'sdifficulthuggingthesedays,hebrushesmytummyandkissesmeonmy

cheek.

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"mylittlesnortyface"

OKUHLE:"Bhut'no,wespokeaboutthis.I'msomebody'sauntandmomtobe"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"youaremysnortyface,there'saspecialmeaningbehindthatname"

OKUHLE:"okaythen,canwepassitdowntothenextgeneration.Besides,Iknowwhatyoudid

lastsummer"

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"whatdidIdolastsummer?"

OKUHLE:"Don'tlooksosurprisedBro,youknockedherupagain."

BHUT'SIPHIWE:"weareexpandingourfamilyLele.Hopefullyit'stwinsagainortriplets.Iwant

5intotal"

OKUHLE:"Boy,amIgladI'mnotyourwife.Comelet'sgetyoumarriednow"

Weareallorderedtotakeseats,thebrideismakingherwayintothevenue.There'swoman

ululating.Weallwatchinthedirectionofthenoise.Mybrotherisalreadystandingatthealter

surroundedbyhisgroomsmen.There'ssoftmusicplayinginthebackground.It'sfortunate-

maxwelltobeprecise.Mybrotherisallsmiles,thisisexactlyhowI'mpicturingmyhusbandon

ourweddingdayorelseI'llpullaU-turnonthatredcarpet.IspotMrmewithFifi,Mpiloandhis

wife.Theyaredressedtothenines.Fifihasaslimbodytodiefor,thatfigurehuggingdress

revealingherpetitehipswillconfusehalfthemeninhere.Iinstantlygetwetwhenmyeyesland

onNka.Hemadethesituationworsebywinkingandlickinghislowerlip.I'mavoidinglookingat

hisdirectionjustsoIcansurvivethis.

Theflowergirlisthrowingtheflowerpetalsallover.She'sdoingallthisinaveryfastpace,it's

quitefunnyandcute.Everyoneisgigglingonthelow,thebridesmaidfollowsrightafter.As

soonasthebridewalksdowntheaisleeveryonestandsandgivesheraroundofapplause,the

Menarewhistlingandelderlywomenareululating.Shelooksextremelybeautifulinthat

mermaiddress,hernaturalmakeupandflawlessskin.Okay,nomorebridalpartyforme.Iwant

tobepamperedandrelaxedlikeher.She'sabsolutelygorgeous.Mybrother'seyesareglittery,

heregoesanotherpointofmyhusbandonourweddingdaylist.Ifhiseyesarenotglistening

withtears,anotheru-turnonmyweddingday.Tearsagain,seethesehormones.Thisissucha



beautifulsightI'dprobablybecryingevenifIwasn'tpreggies.Hetakesherhandandattacksher

withakiss.Theeldersareintotalshock,mostofusfindthisamusing.Hereleaseherfromhis

gripandthePastorstartswiththeceremony.Theirvowsmygoodness,clearlytheydidn't

practicebutspokefromtheheart.Somehowthepregnancynewsweredeliveredalongwiththe

speechindirectlyso.Afteranhourwehaveournewlyweds,picsaretaken.Goodnessthe

complimentsIgot,mostlybecauseofthisstunningdress.I'mextremelytiredfromallthe

pictures,standinginheelsisnochild'splayinthisstateI'min.Weallgoinsidethehall,foodis

servedthere.Soonafter,drinksstartsflowing.ourcoupleblessuswiththeirdance.Everyoneis

incelebratorymode.I'vemanagedtoslipintomycomfortableshoes,therelief.Hisscentfills

mynostrils,heembracemeinhisarms.Myheadfallsonhischest,I'vemissedmypersonso

much.

NKANYISO:"standingoverthereIcouldtellmyladyneedsafootmassage"

OKUHLE:"youhavenoidea.I'myearningforafullbodymassageandthatothermassage"

NKANYISO:"whydon'tIjustkidnapyoutonightandattendtoyourneeds"

OKUHLE:"andthebestboyfriendawardgoesto,drumroll"

FIFI:"ifisn'tthetwolovebirds,nowonderyouguysfellpregnant.Youjustcan'tkeepyour

handsoffeachother"

NKANYISO:"Fifi,whydidn'tyoubringyourgirlfriendwith?Nowyouarebotheringmeandmy

lady"

FIFI:"I'massingleastheycomeBruuh,I'dratherremainsinglethanbeingcheatedon"

OKUHLE:"youdon'tsay?"

FIFI:"it'slife,weallgetscrewedsomehow.Turnsoutshewasonlyalesbianduringtheday.

Afternineshewashavinghersausages,viennas,Russiansandboereworsies"

NKANYISO:"soyouwerelickingothersguysmmhmmduringtheday"

FIFI:"fuckyouNka,don'tevenmentionit.Thatthoughtaloneismotivationformetohunther

downandfinishheroff"

NKANYISO:"itstilldoesn'tchangethefactthatyou'velickedtheoppositessexfluids"

OKUHLE:"yeeuuw,Nkastopit"

FIFI:"andyoustillwanttomarrythisfool,girlit'snottoolatetochangeyourmind.It'sapity

youarealreadycarryingoneofhisbigheads"



NKANYISO:"stilldoesn'tchangethefactthatyou'veexchangedsalivawith"

FIFI:"letmegobeforeIcatchacase,thisfoolwillturnasisterintoaninmate"

Thesetwoareveryfunny,theyalwaysgoonlikethis.It'sevenworsewhentheircousinsare

present.NowI'mjustimaginingthemaskids,allthefuntheyhad.Fifimentionedaguythat's

botheringher.Idon'tblamehimthough,thisgirlisflames.Missfemmeherself

.

Insert91

Bhut'Siphiwehaskidnappedmyboyfriend,whatevertheyarediscussingseemsquiteserious

judgingbytheirfacialexpression.Thenosymeagain,Idon'tunderstandthissuddencuriosityof

wantingtohearwhattheyarediscussing.MaKhumalohashintedI'mcarryingagirljudgingby

hownosyI'vebecomelately.Ieveneavesdroponmyparentsconversations.I'vebeencaught

twicealready,Ican'thelpmyself.Someofthethingstheydiscussthough.Bab'Khumaloisa

freak.JaseisminglingwithMatshepo,Mpilo'swife.Theytalkthesamelanguagefashion,

shopping,celebritygossipandInstagramfeeds.Thosetopicsareaboreasoflate,regardless

I'mforeverexposedinthemwheneverJaseisaround.

I'monawomanhuntrightnow,there'saladywhowillkeepmeentertained.Ireallyneedtohear

allthedetailsofherloverorex.Imagineifeveryonewasopenandhonestabouttheirintentions

withuswhererelationshipsareconcerned.Manyheartswouldbespared.Nowmyladyis

heartbroken,herafter9ex.Iwonderhowmanypeopleareinvolvedwithafter9'swithouttheir

knowledge.Yourmanbeingstressedbyhisboyfriendandyourladybeingstressedsbyher

girlfriend,Viceversa.lifeisjustfullofsurprises.wherecouldFifibe?She'sprobablysmoking

herbluntsomewhereinacozycorner.Thatwomanandherweeed,she'snotmuchofadrinker.

She'saddictedtoherweed.

OKUHLE:"thoughtI'dfindyousomewheresmokingyourblunt,whyareyousittinghereby

yourself?"

FIFI:"JustthinkingaboutmyfuckeduplovelifeLET-O"



OKUHLE:"Iknowexactlywhatyougoingthrough"

FIFI:"Don'ttellmethatbigheadwentbacktohisways"

OKUHLE:"definitelynotbutIwasonceinyourposition"

FIFI:"Idoubtso.I'vebeenfightingforourrelationship.Youknowhowtheeldersdon't

understandinterracialsrelationships.Meanwhilethebitchwasbeingacommunitypussy"

OKUHLE:"atleastshenevergotmarriedwhileyouguyswerestillexclusive"

FIFI:"that'sfuckedup.I'mgladthatfoolmessedupbecausemybrotherisnowhappy.I've

neverseenhimthishappyLET-O.Hewasjustafuckboywithnodirection"

OKUHLE:"Hewashonestofhisfuckeryfromthegetgo"

FIFI:"I'mgladyou'vemetyoursoulmate,someofusstillhavetokissfewfrogsbeforefinding

theone"

OKUHLE:"atleastyouarekissingfemininefrogs"

FIFI:"Iwon'tbekissinganyfrogsanytimesoon,abreakisverymuchneeded"

OKUHLE:"takeyourtimegirl,there'snothingnewexceptforsomeonenewanyway"

FIFI:"amentothat.Canwegetsloshedrightnow!"

OKUHLE:"Gorightahead,I'llwatchyou"

FIFI:"Owthepregnantsecurity,isn'tlifehectic?"

OKUHLE:"Ineedtheladies,I'msopressed"

FIFI:"youknowwheretofindme,right?"

OKUHLE:"yeahseeyoujustnow"

Theseconstantbathroomtripsareexhausting,butIcan'thelpit.Fifimayactallstrongbutthis

breakuphasleftherheartbroken.ThisisthereasonwhyIendedupbeingbindedbyacontract

inthefirstplace.AtleastIknewwhatIwasgettingmyselfinto.It'sbetterthanbeing

manipulatedandliedtointhenameoflove.AtsomepointIhadconcludedlovedidn'texist.

UntilImetmyperson.Iwonderhowsmanga'slifeturnedout,whyamIeventhinkingofhim.I

definitelydon'tneedsuchvibesinmylife.Peopleareconsumingintoxicatingbeveragesand

hereIamwithmy100%juice.Ihonestlydon'tmindthough.Letmefindmybrokenheartedgirl

andcheerherup.Someonepatsmeonmyshoulderandit'sVuyo.It'squiteawkwardsinceI

overheardtheirconversation.It'sbeenawhilehopefullyhe'soverthatlittlecrushhehad.He



smilesrevealinghiswellalignedpearlywhites,thepinklips.Thewhoreinmebetterbehave,my

likingofmanlatelyisquitealarming.Idon'tknowifit'sthehungerorjustaphase.Hopefullyit

willpass.

VUYO:"theeversobeautifulmissKhumalo"

OKUHLE:"MrVuyo,areyougood?"

VUYO:"congratulationsmomtobe,youstillasprettyasthefirsttimeIsawyou.Noteven

pregnancychangedyou"

OKUHLE:"Thankyou"

VUYO:"thensheblushes,damn.Someguysarelucky,noletmerephrasethatotherguysare

fortunate"

OKUHLE:"soaresomeladies"

VUYO:"maybe,hopefullysoon"

OKUHLE:"itwaslovelyseeingyou,letmefindmyfriend"

VUYO:"takecareofyourselfMaKhumalo"

Ifeelhisgazeonmyback.Iwalkveryfastfightingtheedgetoturnmyheadback.Heisagood

manandIhopesoonhefindshismatch.Ihonestlythoughthewasoverhisinfatuationphase

especiallyafterLangelihlemadeitcrystalclearthatIwasinahappyrelationship.Helookedat

mewithsomuchadorationinhiseyes,it'squitescary.MaybeI'moverthinking,probablythe

manwasbeingpolite.Idoubtthere'sanythingattractivewithmybigstomach.Idon'tlooknor

feelsexyexceptfortoday.Thisdressisdoingwonderstomynotsovisiblefigure.It'saperfect

fit,Jaseisreallygoodatthis.MaybeonedaywhenI'mallrich,I'llhavehimasmypersonal

stylist.Nicelifeproblems

NKANYISO:"hereyouare,I'vebeensearchingforyoumylove"

OKUHLE:"thebestplacetosearchistheloothesedays"

NKANYISO:"I'msorrymylove,howaboutwegetoutofhere.Ibetnoonewillmissus"

OKUHLE:"MrNxumaloSirwhatareyouplanningtodotome"

NKANYISO:"well,Iplantosoakyouinabubblebath,giveyouanicefootrub,serveyouallthe



cravingsyou'vehadthispastweekandlateron.Nahletmenotexposethelastdetails"

OKUHLE:"howsooncanwepullthatdissappearingact?"

NKANYISO:"soonaswebidfarewelltoeveryone"

OKUHLE:"whatarewewaitingforthen"

NKANYISO:"thoughtyou'dneverask"

Ournewlywedscan'tkeeptheirhandsoffeachother.Theirflightisdepartingearlyhoursof

tomorrowmorning.TheyaregoingtoDubaifortheirhoneymoon.ApparentlyLangelihlehas

beenwantingtogothereeversinceshewasinmatric,soherhusbandisgrantingherwish.

TheirtwolittlerascalsleftwiththeKhumalo'searlier.Goodnessonefullweekwiththosebusy

twins.That'sevenmorelesssleepforme,thethoughtaloneisdraining.I'llseethemMonday

morningrightnowit'sjustmeandmyman.

Theexcitementiswaytoomuch,luckilytheKhumalo'shaveleftalready.Whichworkstoour

advantagebecausethere'sfewpeoplewemustbidfarewellto.Wearedoneinthirtyminutes,

we'llitcould'vebeenminimizedto10minutesiftheboysdidn'tgetcarriedawaywiththeir

soccerdebate.Fifiwaslookingatuswithsuspiciouseyesthewholetime.I'msoexcited,finally

I'llhavemymanalltomyselfthewholedamnnight.

Insert92

It'sbeenonechaoticweekwiththetwinsaround.Theremustbeascientificexplanationbehind

thesetworascalsenergy.Theyalwaysblamethesweetsbutthesetwoarenaturallyenergetic.I

honestlycan'tkeepupwiththem.ThefactthatI'vebeendeprivingthemsweetsdidn'teven

count.ThelackofsleepI'vebeensufferingfromlately,it'senoughtodrivemeinsane.These

kidssleeplatearound10andtheywakeupbefore6am.MaKhumaloisthehappiestamongstall

ofus.Bab'Khumalohashadenough,Ioverheardhimcomplainingaboutthetwinssleepingon

theirbed.Likewherearethesupposetosleep,clearlynotwithme.ThejoyIfeltinmyheart

discoveringI'mnottheonlyonesuffering.Theirparentsarelandingtoday,nowI'mcertaintwins

arenotforme.Theyaretoomuchwork,forme.Icanonlycopewithonlyonerascalatatime.I

don'tknowhowLangelihlewillcopewithanewbornandthesetwo.Luckilyshehasalivein

nanny.Jasehasbeenavoidingmycallsthepasttwodays.He'stiredoflisteningtome

complainingeveryday,aboutthetwinsandtheirunusualhabits.Theenergy,sleepinglateNad

wakingupearly.Atleasthestillchecksuponmeduringtheday.



I'mabitdisappointedbecausetheboyfriendwon'tseemethisweekend.Hementioned

somethingaboutfetchingtheirelderlyunclesinthebundusfornextweek'slobolanegotiations.

Thefollowingweekwillbejustashecticwiththelobolapreparations.MaKhumalohasalready

madeitclearthatMondaywearegoingshoppingforeverythingwe'llneed.Shemustbrewthe

traditionalbeerfortheceremony.ThethoughtaloneIstiring.Jaseiscurrentlyorganizinga

beautifultraditionaldressforme.I'mtrulyblessedtohavehimasafriend.Iwasprobablygoing

towearoneofMaKhumalossishweshwethat'sjusthowlessIcareaboutfashionlately.Jase

wasgoingtohaveafit,hencehedecidedtotakemattersintohisownhands.Itrusthiminthat

department.

Choresagainallinthenameofexercise.I'monaseriouscountdownnow.Justonemoreweek

togo.Theotherdaymyfeetwereswollen.Noonecaredtogivemeafootrub,shejusttoldme

toputbicarbonateofsodainwarmwaterandsoakthem.Ithoughtshe'llbespoilingmeleft

rightandcentre.BoywasIwrong.Mybabyhasbeencooperatingshame.Wehaven'tbeen

cravingforanythingsimplybecausenoonewillattendtoourcravings.Hereweeatwhat's

prepared,endofstory.notunlessIsendtheneighbour'sson.He'salsoanotheronewho'shard

tofind.Idon'tblamehimthoughbeingateencomeswithexploring.ThesaddestpartisIhave

fundstoblowonmyaccountandNkaisverygenerouswiththeweeklypocketmoney.Hecalls

itthecravingsallowance.Savingisnotsuchabadidea.I'veopenedadifferentaccountwhere

mycravingsallowancearedeposited.DidImentionI'mstillreceivingmymonthlysalary.I

choosetosaveandnotwasteonunnecessarythings.

MAKHUMALO:"Lelewakeup,youcan'tsleepuntillate.Youneedtotakeabathandprepare

breakfastforthetwinsandyourself.Meandyourdadwillgrabbreakfastatwimpy,wegoing

shopping"

OKUHLE:"MaKhumaloI'mexhaustedcan'tyoutakethemwithyou"

MAKHUMALO:"Yourdadwillloosehismindifwetakethemwith.Heevenofferedtotakeme

shopping.Canyoubelieveit"

OKUHLE:"wow,nowI'llhavetorunaroundthosetwobigheads.PleasetakethemwithMama

I'mbeggingyou".

MAKHUMALO:"Lelethisistheperfectopportunitytogettrainingyouknow,alittlepracticeso

youdon'tstrugglewhenyourlittleonearrives"

OKUHLE:"I'vehadenoughtrainingforthewholeweekMaKhumalo"

MAKHUMALO:"whattraining,Idideverythingbymyself.Youonlyplayedwiththemforafew

minutesandsendthemtous.TheyarehungryLele,getupandpreparetheirbreakfast"



OKUHLE:"thisisunfair,apersonhardlygetanysleepandnowImustfeedthekids"

Shepaysmenomindandslamsthedoorbehindher.IhearBab'Khumalorushinghertoleave.

Wow!Ican'tbelievethesetwograndparents,havingbreakfastatwimpynogal.Idragmyselfout

ofbedandfreshenupquickly.I'mdressedupinmyleggingsandbigt-shirtas,most

comfortablepregnancyoutfit.Mydoorhandleturns,MaKhumalopeepsinwithahugesmileon

herface.Soonafterthetworascalsfollows,somynannyshifthasofficiallybegan.MyDad's

ignitionisalreadyrunning.Iwon'tforgetthisday,whenmyparentsdecidedtotreatthemselves

toshoppingandEnglishbreakfastwhileIrunaroundthesetwominions.Theyaresmilingatme,

I'mnotfooledonebit.That'sjustbriberyformetofeedthemsotheycandrivemecrazy.I

decidetoputmymotherlytalentintoaction.FirstIpreparesoftporridgewhilekeepingavery

closeeyeonthem.TheyaremylittleprisonersthelastthingIwantisthemgettinghurtunder

mywatch.

Whilewaitingfortheporridgetocooldown,Igivethemabathandlaterfeedthem.Todaywe

aregettingalongwiththesetworascals,theyarebehaving.

Scratchthebehavingpartassoonastheirtummieswerefull.Theygotbacktotheirusualself.

Whichledmetorunningaroundlikeaheadlesschicken,notevencartoonnetworkcametomy

rescue.Ihavetotalrespectforpeoplewholookafterchildrenfulltime.Iwouldn'tsurviveaday,

imaginelookingafter15energeticrascalsrunningaround,screaming,cryingandjumping

around.It'snoteven11amyetI'mexhausted.Myonlymotivationisthecountdown,onlyone

weektogo.Thatlinekeepsmegoing,I'm7daysapartfromgettingaproperwelldeservesleep,

footmassageandallmycravingsbeingattendedto.AcallfromJasecomesthroughhe's

laughingatmycurrentsituation.Heinsistonavideocall,I'mgladhe'sfindinghumourinthis

wholesituation.Hewatchesinamusementatthetwinsbusyness.

Theyfinallygettiredofplayingwiththeirtoys.Around1pmIgivethemanotherbath,feedthem

andputthemtobed.Theirafternoonnapfeelslikeaholidaytome.Thepeaceandquiteisso

refreshing,ItakeawelldeservebathAftercleaningthehouse.Ilovebathtimes

thisistheonlytimeIgettobondandhaveafullonconversationwithmyunbornchild.Sothe

Khumalo'sareplanningtospendthewholedayatthemall.Iguesstheydeservealittletreat,

thisgivesmeabrilliantidea.Ishouldbooktheminatthespaforfullbodymassageforthe

wholeday.Thiscouldworkforallofus,thetwinswillbepickeduplatertoday.Tomorrowafter

churchIcouldbooktheminforafullbodymassageandnicelunch.SinceIhavefundswhynot

justtakethemforalittletreat.AtleastI'llsleepalmostthewholedaywithoutanydisturbances.

Thisisbrilliantwhydidn'tIthinkofthisbefore.DaybeforethelobolanegotiationsI'llbook



myselfinandbepampered

Theideaisexcitingenough.Icheckontheboyfriendandweindulgeinthelongestchat.Isend

himvideosofthetwinscausinghavocearliertoday.AccordingtohimI'manaturalatthis

motheringbusiness.IfonlyheKnewjusthowexhaustedIam,he'llbesingingadifferenttune.I

almostgotcarriedawaywithmybathsession.Shit!thekids,Iquicklydrymyselfandget

dressed.Hopefullytheyarestillsleeping,thatwasjustwishfulthinking.Theyarealready

gigglingandplayingontopofthebed.Icheckatthetimeanditpast3.I'msecretlyprayingthe

Khumalo'sortheirparentsarrive.TheonlyformofcommunicationIgotfromMaKhumalowas

ansmstellingmetohavefunwithhergrandkids.OneofthemdidapoopoonowImustchange

nappiesagain.GoodnessI'msooverthisbabysittingbusiness

Insert93

Fourmonthslater.I'mextremelybigandbeyondexhausted.I'vetemporarilymovedinatthe

Nxumalo'sresidence.MyLobolahasbeenfullypaidandJaseispesteringmewithwedding

preparations.Hejustdoesn'tgetit,I'mirritableandatimetickingbomb.Ihardlygetanysleep,

it'suncomfortable.I'mconstantlystrugglingfindingtheperfectpositiontosleepin.Let'snot

evengetstartedonsex.Ican'tstandbeingtouchedsothatchapteristemporarilynoneexistent.

IfoughtNkaalmosteverydayhencemovingherewasabetteridea.Thepoorguywasalways

tiptoeingaroundme.Alwayswaryofhisactionsbecauseeventheslightestwrongmovewould

resultinhimbeingshoutedat.He'sdefinitelynotmyfavoritepersonatthemoment.Ican'tpoint

outexactlywhathe'sdoingwrongbutthesightofhimalwaysmakesmybloodboil.Manxumalo

isdefinitethatI'mhavingagirl.Sheclaimsmybehaviorisgivingitaway.ThewayIgetbored

whenevershestartswiththattopic.MrNxumaloisalsokeepinghissafedistanceformme.

There'ssomethingthatannoysmeabouttheseNxumalomanlately.Evenmyfatherinlawand

Bab'KhumaloalsohavethesameeffectthatNkahasonme.Igenuinelydislikemeningeneral

atthispoint.

I'vediscoveredmysanctuaryplaceinthisyard,that'sMrsNxumalo'sgarden.Thisplacebrings

aboutsomuchpeaceandrelaxation.MyspiritgetsupliftedwheneverI'matthisplace.I've

stoppedgoingtothedanceclassaltogether.Thelazinessthat'stakenovermeiswaytoomuch

butwhocanblameme.Eventakingabathcountsasexercisingthat'showexhaustedIam.The

doctorsaidI'mdueinthenexttwoweeks.Isweartheseweeksarenotmovingfastenough.It's

timeformymiddaynap.AmIgladthisbedroomisair-conditioned.Ipassouttheminutemy

headhitsthepillow.Twohourslater,I'mhungry,thirstyandangry.Ihonestlydon'tknowwhoto



blameformyanger.AllIknowisthatI'mangryandifIdon'tgetfoodrightaway,someonewill

sufferfrommyoutburst.

IwalkdownthestairsbutstopdeadatmytrackswhenIoverhearSandiso'svoice.Whendidhe

gethere?It'sbeenawhilesincehehasgraceduswithhispresence.Soundsliketheyarehaving

aseriousconversationandSandiso'svoicesoundspanicked.

SANDISO:"Thisiswhatthey'verevealedtomeAunty.It'stimenow,Hedeservestoknowthe

truth"

MRSNXUMALO:"Thiswillchangeeverything,isn'tthereanotherway"

SANDISO:"unfortunatelynot,thisisthereasonwhyIhadtoputmythingsonholdanddeliver

thismessageassoonaspossible"

Thenosyme,thisdoesn'tsoundlikethenewsIshouldbeeavesdroppingon.Whateveritis

soundsveryseriousbutcuriositygotthebetterofme.SoIremainrootedinthatposition,thisis

sowronginsomanylevelsbutIcan'thelpbutlisten.Isitonthethirdstaircase,thetiredgossip

listenerthatIam.

MRSNXUMALO:"Ican'tbelievethisishappening,it'sgoingtotearmyfamilyapart.Theremust

beawaytoworkaroundthis.Ican'taffordtoloosemysonoverthis"

SANDISO:"thisistheonlyway,I'mafraidifthisisn'tdonethenbloodwillbeshed.Innocent

bloodforthatmatter"

MRSNXUMALO:"Ihonestlythoughtthiswasdeadandburied.GoodLordpleasetherehasto

beanotherwaySandiso,can'tweslaughtertoappeasetheancestors"

SANDISO:"sheprotectedhergrandchildeversinceshewasconceived.Allsheneedistobe

acknowledgedandforthetruthtocomeout"

MRSNXUMALO:"what'sgoingtohappenifherdemandsarenotmet"

SANDISO:"shewilltakeawayherawayfromus"

MRSNXUMALO:"haveyouinformeduBabaaboutthis"

SANDISO:"yes,ItoldhimafewdaysbackandIpromisedtoflydownandproperlydiscussthis

withthebothofyou"



MRSNXUMALO:"I'msoconfusedrightnow,myheadisspinning.Imeanwhynowafterall

theseyears"

SANDISO:"IwishIhadalltheanswers,maybeitwasmeanttohappennow.Itwasonly

revealedtomeinmydreamsfewmonthsbackbutthedreamsweren'tclearuntilthepast

week."

MRSNXUMALO:"howaccurateareyourdreamsthough,shouldn'tweseeksecondopinion?"

SANDISO:"theyarecrystalclearbutyouaremorethanwelcometoseeksecondopinion"

MRSNXUMALO:"thisismessedupbigtime"

SANDISO:"tellmeaboutit"

There'ssilencenow.Whatthefuckaretheyonabout?ThemoreIlistentothem,themore

confusedIget.Youseethisthingofbeingnosydoesn'talwaysendupwell.NowI'mtryingto

unscrambleandmakesenseofthis.Everyonehasskeletonsintheirclosetdoesn'tmatter

whetherrich,poororinbetween.I'mconsumedwithguiltafterlisteninginonthem.Whatif

Sandisosensedmypresenceanddecidedtospeakinriddles.Imeanthemanisaseerafterall.

Whatwomanaretheytalkingaboutandwhatsecretisgoingtotearthefamilyapartifrevealed.

MaybeifIcamedownearlier,Iwould'vegottenmoreinformation.Whyisthismatterbothering

mesomuch?

Thethirstistooreal.Ihavenochoicenowbuttorevealmyself.WhyamInervousallofthe

sudden,that'sprobablymyconsciencealertingmeofmywrongdoing.HowamIevengoingto

facethem,theguiltoverwhelmesme.Islowlyapproachthem,theyseemtobedeepinthoughts.

ThisissueismoreseriousthanIthought.Idoubtthey'venoticedmypresence.Iclearmythroat.

Theybothlookatmydirection,MrsNxumaloisstilldeepinthoughts.Sheusuallyassistme

wheneverI'minthekitchenbuttodayhereyesarefixedelsewhere.

SANDISO:"ourbeautifulMakoti"

OKUHLE:"nowyouteasingme,allthebeautyfadedawaywiththepregnancy"

SANDISO:"youarestillbeautifulthought,inabigfabulousway"

OKUHLE:"wow,bigfabulousmanner."



He'sjustrevivedmyhatredtowardsNxumalo'smen.Whatthefuck,I'mallworkedup.Sadis

whatIam.Bigfabulousmanner.Whowould'vethought.JustthenNkawaltzin,lookingallkinds

ofsexyandannoying.Hehasn'tutteredawordasyetbutI'malreadyonattackmode.Igulp

downtwoglassesofwater.OureyesmeetandI'minstantlyangry.Sandisoiswatchingallthis

intotalamusement.Nkaislookingatmewithpleadingeyes.Hehasanandostakeawayinhis

hand.Igetcloserothim,heopenshisarmsbutIjustgrabthetakeawayoutofhisgripandwalk

away.Theshockwrittenalloverhisfaceispriceless.ScrewhimandalltheNxumalomen,

ofcourseIsworeattheminternally.Iwouldn'tdareutterthosewordsbutyallknowhowIfeel.

Insert94

MrsNxumaloiskeepingaverycloseeyeonme.I'vebeenhavingarunnytummy,nauseaand

lackofappetite.It'sbeengoingonforthepastthreedaysnow.Themorningsicknessesare

backalloveragain,it'squitestrangethough.Notevenwatermelonisgoingdown.I'vebeen

survivingonrooibostea,gingercakesandbananas.Let'snotevengetstartedonmysleeping

patternwhichisnoneexistent.ThesedaysIsleepthreetofourhoursmaxaday.It'seven

betterduringtheday,atnightIkeepmyselfoccupiedbyreading.I'vereadalmostevery

interestingdiarythereistoread.Exclusivebookshasbecomemyonestopshop,perksof

havingachauffer.Jasehasbeenvisitingmemorethanusual,he'sinlovewiththeNxumalo's

house.Thepictureshetakesofusduringhisvisits,don'tknowwhatishisobsessionwithmy

bigtummy.

MaKhumalo'sphonecallssoundslikeastuckrecord."Leleyoumustexercise,clean,dothe

dishes,takewalks.Don'tjustsleep,thebabywillsleepduringdeliveryinlabourward".Reasons

whyIavoidgoinghome,thatwomanhasnomercy,choreswouldbemydailybread.I'mcooling

myselfinthepool.TodayIfeelmoreuncomfortablethanmostdays,mytummyfeelsheavy.

Unexpectedly,asharppainhitsmeonmylowerback.Inormallytakemyphonewithwhenever

I'moutdoors,myeyesstartwanderingaroundinsearchofmyphone.It'snowhereinsight,

panicwashesovermeimmediately.Todayofalldays,Ionlybroughtabook,sunhatandajugof

juice.Anotherpainstrikesagainrightatthatsamespot.Myonlymissionistomakeitoutof

thispoolandgethelpimmediately.Ipracticemybreathingexercisesjusttocalmmyselfdown.

Panickingwillonlymakethingsworse.

Couldthisbeit?I'veheardofwaterbreakingandallthatnonsensebeforecontractionsstarts.

Apparentlynoteveryone'swaterbreaks,Igatherenoughstrengthtopullmyselfoutofthepool.

It'snoeasytaskprovidedthepositionI'min.Ittakesmeagood20minutestodragmyselfout



ofthepool.Thedisadvantageswiththisbighousesandyards,noonewillhearyouevenifyou

scream.It'smorewisertosavemyenergyandwalkintothehouse.I'mprayingMrsNxumalo

hasn'tleftforherusualspatreatment.Shedoesn'tleavewithoutinformingmefirstorbullying

meintogoingwithher.I'mgettingsweatyandweakerwitheachstepItake.Mymainconcernis

mybaby,thesoonerIgethelpthebetterchanceofmybaby'swellbeing.RightnowI'mavoiding

anynegativethoughts.FinallyIreachthedoor.ThereliefthatwashesovermewhenIfindher

makingteainthekitchen.

MRSNXUMALO:"youjustsparedmethetripoffetchingyoufromthatpool"

OKUHLE:"Ma,Ma.Thebaby"

MRSNXUMALO:"Owmybabywhat'swrong"

OKUHLE:"thebackpains,mybaby."

MRSNXUMALO:"OwmyGod!let'sgetyoutothehospital"

Shefeelsmytemperaturewiththebackofherhand.Hereyesaregivingitaway,mybodyison

firethat'sjusthowhotIam.Shepromisetobebacksoon.It'sthefirsttimeseeingMrs

Nxumalorunning,it'squitefunny.She'ssuchaladyevenwhenshe'srunning.Ican'tbelieveI've

leftmyphoneinmyroom.Anotherpainagain.Istartprayingformybaby'slife.Ihearfootstep,

she'sbackwiththedriver.I'mstillwearingmybikini.Thedriverscoopsmeinhisarms,the

engineisalreadyrunninghegentlyputsmeatthebackofthecar.MrsNxumalofollowsafterus

shehandsmethegown.She'sonherphone,lettingMrNxumaloknowtheirgrandchildisonthe

way.SomuchexaggerationfromtheMrs,nextit'sNkaandMpilo.She'sonthephonewhile

barkingorders,firstthedriverwastooslownowhe'stoofast.Shamethepoormanisfollowing

orderspromptly.Idon'tevenknowwhattodowithmyselfatthiscurrentmoment.I'mjust

uncomfortable,thepainsarepersistentFromthelowerbacktomypelvicareanow.

Nkawantstospeaktomeoverthephone.I'mjustnoddingtowhateverhe'ssaying.I've

suddenlylostmyabilitytospeak.Ihavesomuchtosaytohim.LikehowI'mprayingforour

baby'swellbeing.HowI'mafraidandinneedofhisloveandsupportatthiscurrentmoment.I

wanttocryandtellhimtorushtome,tous.Butnowordsarecomingout.Hekeepsassuring

meallwillbewell.Hiswordsarefoodtomysoul,theyarerevivingmyfaithandhope.Iwantto

hearhisvoicetillthisordealisover.Hekeepsbeggingmetosaysomething,mythroatisdry

andIcan'tutteranywords.Thecarcomestoahalt,weareherealready.I'mstillnotdressed,

thegownislyingonmythighs.Ihangupwithoutsayinganything,I'mnotevenangryanymore.I

needhimrightbesideme.MrsNxumalohelpsmewiththegown,thedrivergetshelp.Hecomes



backwithawheelchair,atleastIlookabitdecentwiththegownon.

I'mbeingwheeledin,MrsNxumaloisrightbesideme.She'spattingmybackandassuringme

allwillbewell.HerphonekeepsringingNone-stop.Thenursedirectsthedrivertooneofthe

wards,shepromisetoattendtoussoon.I'mofficiallyamute,notbychoicethough.Thevoiceis

somewherewarminguptoscreammaybe.Thecrampsarenotgettinganybetter.She'sback

withthedoctor.Ourdriverleavestheroomimmediately,thedoctorexaminesme.Thebabyis

healthy,apparentlyI'mstillfarandnotfullydilated.They'llkeepmeovernightforfurther

examinations.Mybloodpressureisalsohigh,whichcomesasashocktoallofus.Ihaven't

beenstressedlatelywhatcouldbethecause.

Thedoctorsarealsofailingtoexplainwhat'sthecauseofthepains.Thisisratherstrange,there

mustbeamedicalexplanationtoallthis.MrsNxumalolooksratherstressedand

uncomfortable.She'sprobablyjustasworriedasIam.Thecommotionoutsidemyward,Ihear

hisvoiceloudandclear.Myeyesgetstearyassoonashemakeshisappearancethroughthe

door.That'salltheinvitationheneeds.I'mwrappedinhiswarmlovingarms.Hekeepsassuring

meallwillbewell.Ihangonfordearlife,thismanhasneverletmedown.He'srightherewhenI

needhimthemost.MrsNxumaloisinforminghimonthedoctor'sfindings.He'sjustnodding,I

guesshe'salsorelievedthatmeandthebabyarewell.AfterthelongembraceheasksifI'mstill

experiencinganycrampsorpain.

MRSNXUMALO:"giveherabreakson,sheneedstorest"

NKANYISO:"babe,areyoustillexperiencinganypainorcramps"

OKUHLE:"theycomeandgobutnowthere'sabsolutelynothing"

NKANYISO:"whatcouldbethecausethough?"

MRSNXUMALO:"theDoctorfailedtogiveusananswerhenceshe'llbekeptovernightfor

furtherexaminations"

NKANYISO:"wellletmemakemyselfcomfortable,I'mgoingtoorganiseanotherbed"

MRSNXUMALO:"Iguessit'smyqueuetoleave,I'monlyaphonecallawaymychildren."

NKANYISO:"pleaseaskMpilotobringusproperfood,whatwouldyouliketoeatbabe?"

Heregoesanopportunitytoskipsupper.I'mreallynothungrybutforthesakeofmybaby,I



musteatsomething.Nkahasalreadyconjoinedhisbedtomine,perksofhavingaprivateroom.

HerunstheshowerandcomplainaboutthecoldwaterbutIjoinhimanyway.Hismanhood

betterbehave,I'mapatientandsoIwon'tpartakeinanyotheractivityunlessmydoctorgrants

mepermission.Wefinishshoweringquicklybeforethedoctorcomesbackforhisfinal

examination.

Mpilobroughtpropermeal,thearoma.Igetinstantlyhungry,Mrhereisfeedingme.Seemslike

tomorrowI'llsleephome.IdecidenottoinformMaKhumaloandstressheroversomethingthe

doctorsareobviouslyfailingtoexplain,itwasprobablyafalsealarm.Ialmostforgotjusthow

gooditfeelstosleepinmyman'sarms.ThesatisfactionIgetjustbybeinginhiswarm

embraceandlisteningtohisheartbeateventhebabyiskickingnonestop.I'vemissedmyman.

Insert95

Isleptlikeababy,nopainsnorcramps.Iwasdischargedthefollowingmorningwithoutany

medicaldiagnosis.Guesswe'lljustleaveitatfalsealarm.Nkawasn'tsopleasedwiththe

doctor'sexplanation.Hewantedtoknowwhatwasthecauseofthecrampsandwhatcanbe

donetoavoidthem.Ihadtoliterallydraghimoutofthedoctorsoffice.Icompletelyunderstand

wherehe'scomingfrom.I'malsonotcompletelysatisfiedwiththeirexplanationbutgratefulfor

mybaby'swellbeing.He'sconcentratingontheroad,thisthingisdefinitelynotsittingwellwith

him.Hetakesadifferentroutewonderwhereishetakingme?I'mtoodrainedtoevenaskhim.

Mytummystartsgrumbling,helooksatmeandsmirk.SurprisinglyI'myawningaftersleeping

throughoutthenight.Hemakesastopatsomebakeryshop,it'sinaverysecludedplacejust

outoftown.Afteropeningmydoor,heleadsmetothebakery.Ismellnicefreshlybaked

scones,myhungerlevelsgofrom0-100realquick.Wearemetbyaveryfriendlyoldlady.She

looksfamiliarIcan'tquitefigureoutwhereIknowherfrom.Maybeshehasoneofthoseusual

lookingfaces.

ShegivesNkaaverywarmlovinghug,it'soneofthoseIusuallygetfromMaKhumaloafter

beingawayfromhomeforaverylongtime.Shealsoembracemeintoherwarmlovinghug.

Afterourhuggingsessionshehastearsinhereyes.NowI'malsosheddingafewdropsoftears.

Seewhattheseemotionsaredoingtome.Oldage,pregnancyandemotions,deadly

combination.Sheordersustositdown,weareservedthosefreshlybakedsconeswithcoffee.

We'llI'monlyhavingrooibostea.I'mavoidingcaffeineatallcostsduetolackofsleep.Judging

fromtheirconversationstheyknoweachotherfromwayback.Sheusedtobetheirhelperfor

thelongestperiod.Shekeepsaskingabouteveryone,somenamesI'mnotevenfamiliarwith.

Maybeit'sthelongdistantfamilymembersthatIhaven'tmetyet.She'sverypleasedtomeet

me,heremotionsarequiteunstablethoughespeciallyafterhearingofmyhospitalfalsealarm.



I'menjoyinghercompanysomuch,especiallyhowshenarratesthestoriesofNkagrowingup.

ShegetsuncomfortablewhenNkawantstoknowwhysheleftsomysteriouslywithoutaproper

goodbye.Shesayssomethingaboutfamilyemergencyandchangethesubjectquick.She'svery

muchinterestedparticularlyinNka'slife.It'sfunnyhowtheymetupyearslater,howsheended

uponhisdoorstepthirstyandstrandedfortransportfare.Thebondbetweenthesetwois

strongerthanNkaandMrsNxumalo's.Nkabecomesabsolutelyvulnerabletoher,headdresses

issuesIdidn'tevenknowabout.Hisfears,worries,plansandsoforth.ThisishowIamtowards

MrsMbathaJase'smom.She'ssoeasytotalkto,I'mcompletelyopenandmorehonest

towardsher.I'mgladNkahassomeonelikeherinhislife.I'monlylearningnowthathecame

hereafterourbigfight.Herinsightonlifeingeneral.Wow!CanIbeaswiseasherwhenIage.

I'msocomfortablearoundthisoldwoman.There'ssomethingaboutherthatresonateswithmy

soul,ican'treallyexplainitbutmyheartisatease.Thebabyhasbeenkickingmorethanusual.

There'samannerinwhichsheaddressesmybabyandthebabyrelaxesrightaftersheutters

thosewords.IcanspendthewholedayinthispeacefulenvironmentlisteningtoGogonarrating

herchildhoodstories.She'saveryinterestingoldlady.OurtimetoleavecomesandI'mhaving

difficultyseparatingfrommyoldlady.Wellwhat'sNkaismine,nowhisoldladyisminealso.

Nkapromisestobringmebacksoon,that'sifIbehave.Whateverthatmeans.Whydidthisman

keepouroldladyasecretforsolong.WearedrivingbackhomeandI'mallsmiles.He'salso

relaxednowafterourbakeryvisit.Wespentfourhoursintherebutitstillfeelslikeminutes,

that'sjusthownicehercompanyis.

NKANYISO:"somebodyenjoyedthemselves"

OKUHLE:"ofcoursewhydidyouhidesuchagreatladyfromme"

NKANYISO:"Ihaven'tbeenvisitingheralotlatelybabeandlastnightIkeptthinkingabouther.

SoIthoughtwhynot,letmeintroducehertomyfamily"

OKUHLE:"shehasoneofthosefamiliarfaces,IfeellikeI'veseenherbefore"

NKANYISO:"she'ssuchawarmlovingwiselady"

OKUHLE:"definitely,Imissheralready"

NKANYISO:"haaiI'mnotbringingyoubackanytimesoon,youareonamissiontotakeher

awayfromme"

OKUHLE:"nobabewewillshareherequally"



NKANYISO:"mhhmmbabe,whenlastIheardthosesweetwords".

OKUHLE:"nowyoustarting.Howwasitlike?GettingraisedbyourGogo?"

NKANYISO:"itwasepicbabe,shewasstricterthanmombutwelovedherdearly.Shewasa

firmbelieverofcorporalpunishment.Asyoucanseeourdadishardlyaround,evenwhenwe

weregrowingup.Momwasmoreconcernedwithbeingtheperfectwife,bookclubs,gym,spa

treatments.ShewouldonlygrounduswhenwewerenaughtybutGogo.Damnthatwoman

playedthemotherlyrole.Shewouldwipeourtearsandgiveusagoodhidingwheneverwewere

naughty."

OKUHLE:"motherslove"

NKANYISO:"thenonedaywecamebackformschoolandshewasgone.Iwassodevastated,

noonecaredtoexplainherreasonsforleavingussomysteriously"

OKUHLE:"doesyourfamilyknowofyourreunion?

NKANYISO:"asmuchastheyfailedtoexplainherdeparture,Idecidedtoexcludeandmeet

Gogosecretly.It'sbetterthisway"

OKUHLE:"notevenMpiloknowsofthis?"

NKANYISO:"notevenhimbabe"

OKUHLE:"okayIgetyoumylove"

NKANYISO"mylove,thisisthehappiestdayofmylife"

He'sgenuinelyhappy,it'sevenrubbingoffonme.

Ican'tshakethefeelingthatI'veseenouroldladybefore.Herfacelooksverymuchfamiliar,I

justcan'tputmyfingerinit.There'ssomesenseofsecurityandprotectionwhenI'maroundher.

Nkaisonamissiontomakemehappytoday,nowwearedrivingtohisplace.Iwanttobealone

withhimtoday.Myheartisatpeace,mybodyisrelaxed.I'msleepy,there'ssoftmusicplayingin

thebackground.Ilowermyseatabit.IdoubtI'llmakeithomewithmyeyesstillopen.Theurge

tosleepisbeyondmycontrol.Aftersufferingfrominsomniaforsolong.Sleephasfinally

recognizedme,ithasallocatedmyaddressandI'dbedamnedtoletitslipawayfromme.Not

afterthestruggleI'veexperiencedthepastfewweeks.

NKANYISO:"nowayswoman,youcan'tdothistome.LET-O,babe,mylove.Wow!seemslike

I'llbetalkingtomyselfallthewayhome."



Ihearhimfromafar,hesoundslikehe'stwoblocksawayfromme.Thesmoothdrivingisnot

doinganyjusticealso.Hedoesn'thaveanyideahowmuchI'vebeenstrugglingtosleepatnight

OKUHLE:"mmhhmmmm"

That'sallImanagetosaybeforesuccumbingtosleep.

Insert96

I'mwokenupbyhiskissesallovermyface.Heputscushionstosupportmyback.Iappreciate

thesetupinfrontofmebutI'mpressed,naturecalls.ItrytomoveasquicklyasIcan,thisisso

embarrassing.I'malmostintears.NoscratchthatI'mcryingrightnow.He'sholdingbackhis

laughter,hebetterkeepitin.ifheknowswhat'sgoodforhim.Ijuststandinthepoolofmy

ownpee.Thesearesomeofthethingstheydon'tshareonsocialnetworks.Theymakethis

seemsoeasyandenjoyable.Herunsabathandhelpsmeundress,immediatelyafterI'minside

thebath.Herushestowipethefloor,cleaningupmymess.Hetakesmyclothesand

dissapeares.I'moverwhelmedwithemotions,thismaniscleaningafterme.Hisfamily

memberswouldhavequestionedhiskindandcaringact.Youseeinoursocietymanwho

genuinelyloveandcarefortheirpartnersaresuspectedofbeingfedlovepotion.Idon'trecall

howIendedupinbedyesterday,lastthingsIrememberwasmeloweringmyseat.Mybody

feelsrevivedafterhavingagoodnight'ssleep.Theshortbathismotivatedbythebreakfast

awaitingmeinthebedroom.I'mwearingmycomfortableclothes.AtleastnowIalsosmellfresh,

thankstotheembarrassingaccidentthattookplaceearlier.

NKANYISO:"I'vebeenstaringatthisscrumptiousbreakfastwonderingwhenareyoucoming

tojoinme"

OKUHLE:"itsmellsandlookdivinebabe,Ican'twaittodigin"

NKANYISO:"wordsIneededtohear"

OKUHLE:"babeI'msosorryaboutearlier,itwasn'tmyintentiontomessonmyself"

NKANYISO:"it'swaterunderthebridgeBabe,besideswehavealifetimetogether.You'llreturn

thisfavourwhenweGrey,oldandourbladdersarefailingus"



OKUHLE:"I'llberollingwiththeyoungone'sthen,maybeasexy27yearold".

NKANYISO:"keepdreaming,youseeallthis.It'syourstoenjoyforlifetime.Therewon'tbea

ben10touchingmyproperty"

OKUHLE:"property,evenmorereasonstostartlookingformyben10"

NKANYISO:"shutupandeatbeforeIloosemyappetite"

OKUHLE:"jealousymakesyounasty"

Hewon'tentertainthisargumentanymore,Iknowhimtoowell.Nkamakesameanbreakfast,

it'shisspecialty.Whichmakesmewonderwhattimedidhewakeup.Iindulgeinthefruitsalad,

muesli,yoghurtwithadashofhoney.I'mstayingawayfromthegreasystuff.Theman

sacrificedeggsbecauseofme.Weareenjoyingourbreakfastinpeacewhenthegatebuzzer

goescrazy.Whocoulditbe?Webothlookateachother.Hecarriesoneatingandtheperson

buzzingispersistent.He'sabitannoyedjudgingbyhisfacialexpression.Beingdisturbedwhile

eatingisnotniceatall.Thefooddoesn'teventastethesameonceyougetdisturbed.Thedamn

buzzeragain,he'sleftwithnochoicebuttoattendtoit.Theownerofthehousemustattendto

it,it'sonlyfair.

NKANYISO:"thisbetterbegood"

Thosewordsareutteredwithannoyanceashemakeshiswayoutofthebedroom.I'mtoolazy

toevenpeepthroughthewindow.Whoeverwasbuzzingthegatelikecrazyhasjustdroveinthe

yard.IwillwaituntilNkagetsback.Acrazythoughtcrossmymind.Ifthere'saburglaryI'dbe

completelyuseless,they'llfindmerighthereinthisbed.WhyamIeventhinkingofsuch.Icarry

onwithmybreakfast.SurprisinglymyappetiteisbackaftermyGoodnightsleep.Thesepains

wereworthitthen,eventhoughIdon'twishtoexperiencethemagain.

NKANYISO:"babe,yourmominlawisheretoseeyou.She'sabitconcernedbutIassuredher

youaregood"

OKUHLE:"carrymedownstairsplease"

NKANYISO:"nowthat'spureabusebabe,comebabeI'llholdyourhand"

OKUHLE:"let'sgothen"



Hedefinitelywasn'tjokingaboutholdingmyhand.He'swalkingbesideme,Istopformini

breaksalongtheway.Whysomuchstairsthough.Weneedtomovetothebedroomdownstairs,

Ican'tcopewiththisgoingupanddownthestairs.Iswearthere'sneveradaywherethis

womanisunderdressed.Maybeit'sherbodystructure.MrsNxumaloisalwaysdressedtokill.I

swearshe'sneverreapetedanoutfit,evenifshedoesit'sprobablyaftermonths.

She'sgenuinelyconcernedshame,thereliefthatwashesoverherfaceassoonasIsmileather.

Sheattacksmewithabonecrushinghug.

MRSNXUMALO:"Nkapleasemakemeacupoftea,rooibos,nosugar,nomilk"

NKANYISO:"Onecupcomingrightup"

MRSNXUMALO:"makeoneforLET-Oaswell"

OKUHLE:"NothanksbabeI'mgood"

Wesettleinthecouch.Shegetsaholdoftheremote.Herewegoagain,she'sobsessedwith

cooking,homeandfashionchannels.Ithoughtasmuchwearewatchingthefashionchannel.

She'saskingmeabouttheDoctorsreportafterbeingadmitted.HereyesgrowswidewhenItell

herofthedoctorsfailingtodiagnoseme.Shequicklyrecoversfromherreactionandagreewith

thefalsealarmconclusion.She'scomplainingofboredomsinceI'mnolongeraround.Ikindof

misshergardenandbeingspoiled.I'menjoyingbeingspoiledthissideaswell.Nkareturnswith

hertea.Iwatchherinamusement,she'sdefinitelynotenjoyingtherooibos.Unfortunatelywe

don'tkeepthoseherbalteaofhers.Theysmellfunnytoo.

NKANYISO:"youdon'tseemtobeenjoyingthatcupoftea"

OKUHLE:"I'venoticedaswell"

MRSNXUMALO:"I'mtryingtobepolite,I'mcravingmyherbalorgreenteabutsinceyouguys

don'thave.I'llsettleforthis.Ifthere'sonethingforsure,I'llfinishthiscup.It'scalledbeing

polite"

NKANYISO:"Iwouldn'tsufferforthesakeofbeingpolite,besidesweareyourchildrenfeel

free"

OKUHLE:"Yesmayoudon'thavetosuffer,it'sonlyus"



MRSNXUMALO:"Iwillfinishthiscupmychildren,itsalittleappreciationforallthetimeand

effortputintomakingthistea"

Thecupisempty,thisladywasserious.There'salessonlearntfromallthis.Beingpoliteand

appreciatingtheeffortandtime.Welearnsomethingneweveryday.TomorrowIhaveadate

withMrsNxumaloafullbodymassage.ShedelibaretelymentionedthisinfrontofNkaand

convincedhimthiswillbenefitmeandthebaby.I'mextremelylazybutsometimeswehaveto

bepoliteandappreciatethelittleeffort.SeewhatIdidthere.Therestofthedaywaslaidback

lazingaroundindoorsafterourguestleft.We'vebeenlaughingovermyembarrassingaccident

thismorning.HowdidIgetsofortunate.It'squitefunnynow.I'mgladthisoccurredindoorswith

mylove.Imagineinapublicplace,I'dbetrendingbynow.Thesocietyhaszerotoleranceof

people'sfeelingsandtheirprivacy.Nevermindtheirreputation.Socialmediaisbuzzingwith

suchvideos.

Jasewasalarmedovermebeingadmittedtothehospitalduetofalsealarm.Evenmore

reasonsnottoinformMaKhumalo.Whyraiseherbloodpressurewithsomethingthedoctors

failedtodiagnose.Sleephastrulylocatedmyaddress.I'myawningnonestop.Gettingtothe

bedroomisanotherchallenge.MaybeIshouldfallasleeprightonthiscouch.Nkawillhaveno

choicebuttocarrymeagain.ButIdefinitelywouldn'tdothattohim.Ihaveatrickundermy

sleeve,somethingI'vebeendeprivingmyselfoff.Thismanhasn'tbeenmakingiteasyonme

today,walkingaroundhalfnaked.Lookingallripewiththosebuffeduparmsandsexysixpack.

Fuck!RightnowallIwantismybuffet,it'sbeenawhile.

Insert97

Nka'sfastasleepafterourlastnight'ssession.Themancherishedeveryounceofmybody,he

madeupforthepastweeksofintimacydeprivation.Ishouldbesnoringbesidehimafterthat

sexercisebutno!Mytummyhasbeenbotheringmeforthepast3hours.Idon'tremember

eatinganythingoutoftheordinary.I'mexhausted,drainedandslowlygettingweaker.Ifeel

drowsyandindesperateneedofsleep.Myeyesareinvoluntarilyclosing,whenIexperiencea

shootingpainonmylowerback.It'snothinglikethoseminorpainsIhadtheotherday.I

immediatelysitonthebedmybraintryingtograspwhatjusthappened.Withoutanywarning

anothersharppainsendsmescreaming.Shockinglyhe'sstillsleeping,noteventhatscream

wokehim.Ishakehimvigorouslybeforethesepainsoverpowerme.He'smumblingsomething,

Idon'tquitecatchit.AnotherpainstrikesandIlooseallsenseofselfcontrol.Iscreamsoloud,

resultinginhimjumpingfromthebedandrunningtomyside.It'squitefunnyImeanhecould've



justreachmefromhisside.Butthere'snotimeforjokes.

Heisrightbesidemeinaflash.AskingallsortsofquestionsthatI'mfailingtoanswer.Theonly

logicalthingrightnowismecontrollingmybreathingpatternsbycountingandcalmingmyself

down.Hequicklygetsdressed,it'squiteamissiondressingmeup.Ican'tstandstraight,it's

impossiblewiththesepainsthatkeepsontakingmebysurprise.Regardlessheaccomplishhis

missionofdressingmeup.Nexthescoopsmeupandeffortlesslygoesdownthestairswith

meinhisarms.Hestrapsmeinmyseatandrunsbackinthehouse.Hisbackwithhisphone.

Assoonashe'sstrappedin,hetakesoff.Idon'tevenrememberseeinghimlockingupthe

house.Idon'tknowwhyI'malsothinkingofsuch,maybetodistractmyselffromthepainsI'm

feeling.Wearecruisingsmoothlysinceit'stheearlyhoursofthemorning.Notraffic,nocops.

ThefasterhedrivesthelesserIfeelthepains.Mymindhascompletelyblockedthelife

threateningsituationI'mpossiblyin.

NKANYISO:"wewillbethere,justcoupleofsecondsbabe,howarethepains?"

OKUHLE:"drivefaster"

NKANYISO:"BabeIcan'triskyourlifeandourlittlelifehangonlove"

Igruntmyteethinfrustration,whycan'thejustlistentomeforonce.He'sdrivingthefastestcar

afterall,whynotuseittothemax.Hesqueezemythighandassuremeallwillbewell.There's

somethingthatsoftenmeupabit.Themannerinwhichhe'ssayingit,hiscalmnessand

confirmationinhisstatement.Weareparkedoutsidetheemergencyentrance.Thepainshave

seizedabitbutthere'sstilldiscomfortnessinmylowerabdomen.Thedoctorneedstocome

withaproperexplanationastowhythesepainsareoccurring.Herunslikeamadmantoget

help,hisactionsdoesn'tmatchthatcalmstatementhesaidjustnow.FewminutesIseehim

rushingbackwithtwonursesandthreeporterswithastretcher.Herewegoagain,mebeing

wheeledin.Mydetailsarealreadyloadedontheirsystemitsonlybeenlessthan48hoursand

I'mbackagain.

Privateroom,theexaminationprovesthebabytobehealthy.Thecauseforthepainisstilla

mystery.Nkaishavingnoneofittoday.There'sthreeDoctorsworkingongettingthecauseof

thesepains.Theyareworkingunderpressuretryingtoestablishwhattriggersthesepainsand

cramps.I'mabitrelievedthatourbabyisfinebutI'mconcernednowwiththesepains.They

couldpotentiallyharmmybabyandwhatifonedayI'mallalonewhentheystart.It'sreally

disturbingifDoctorscan'tfindthecausethenI'llstartdecoratingoneoftheseroomsandmake



ithomelyaspossible.Nkaispacingupanddownwhilewewaitfortheresults.I'mgettingdizzy

watchinghim.EldersaregoodwiththesethingsandourGogocomestomind.It'sjustustwo,

weforgottoinformtheparents.

OKUHLE:"babeweforgottoinformtheparents"

NKANYISO:"itcompletelyslippedmymindBabe,mymainfocuswasgettingyouhereas

quicklyaspossible"

OKUHLE:"maybewecancalltheminthemorning"

NKANYISO:"it's4:55ambabe,Imightaswellcallthem.what'stakingtheseDoctorssolong"

OKUHLE:"wemightaswellgetcomfortableyouknowthesetestsusuallytaketime"

NKANYISO:"theybetterfindwhateveritisthat'scausingthesepains,Ican'tbareseeingyou

sufferlikethisbabe"

OKUHLE:"Iwaseventhinkingofdecoratingoneoftheroomsandmakingithomelyjustincase

there'snoexplanationthenI'llcamphereeveryother48hours"

Ithoughtmydarkhumourwillcheerhimupabit.ithastheoppositeeffectinstead,he's

seriouslynotfindinganyofthisfunny.Idoubtthere'ssomeonewhowillenjoybeingadmittedto

hospitaleveryothersecondday.Hegetsupandmakehiscalls.Heleavesmeforawhile,I'm

starvingyetscaredtoeat.I'myawningseemslikesleepisrecognizingmeagain.Ifindthemost

comfortablepositionandbeforeIknowit,it'slightsout.Theresheisstandingrightbesidemy

bed,myguardian.Iseeherfaceclearlynow.She'sagorgeouswoman,Ismileather.Shegoes

tothebabycourtandpicksupababygirl.Thebaby'sgigglesareheartwarming.She's

Carrressingherlittlecheeksandkeepsutteringthewords

"youlookexactlylikeyourfather,myson,mylightNkanyiso,mylittleLisakhanya"

Thisispuzzling,howdoessheknowNkanyisoandwhoisLisakhanya.Ifeelmytummyandit's

flat.WhendidIgivebirth?Wait,that'smydaughter.Wearestillinhospital.Thisismydaughter,

inourward,that'sherbaby'scourt.

OKUHLE:"please,canIholdher"



Shecaressherlittlecheeksandthebabygigglessomemore.Idoubttheycanhearme.She

doesn'tevenlookatmydirection.AmIinvisible?butI'dlovetoholdmybaby.Iscreamforherto

handmebackmybaby,butshepaysmenomind.Ipressthehospitalbuzzerandthesecurities

comefloodingin.Insteadtheyholdmedownandsheleaveswithmybaby.Ikeepscreamingfor

hertobringbackmybabybutmycriesfallondeafears.Mybaby,mybabygirl.

NKANYISO:"babe,wakeup.Myloveyouarehavingabaddream"

IopenmyeyesandtheNxumalo'sarestaringatmewithsomuchconcernintheireyes.My

babygirl.Itouchmytummyandit'sstillasbigasitwasfewhoursago.Thedreamfeltsurreal,

mybabygirl.MyLisakhanya.Inarratethedreamtoeveryone.MrsNxumalohasherhandsover

herhead.MrNxumalohashisfaceburiedinhishands.Ididn'tsharethebaby'ssexorthename

though.Nkaisconvinceditwasjustabaddream.Mpiloseemslostinhisownthoughts.How

longwasIsleeping?weretheywatchingmesleepthewholetime?GoodnessmaybeIwas

snoringorfartingthewholetime.ThedoorflyopenandincomesSandiso.Hiseyesarefixedon

mytummy.HeisoneofthestrangesthumanbeingsI'veevercomeacross.There'sasudden

aurainthisroom.Iinstantlygetcoldmaybeit'sinthewayhe'sstaringatmytummy.

SANDISO:"wedon'thavemuchtime,theinnocentlifeisbeingthreatened.Sheneedstobe

acknowledged,failuretodosowillhavedeadlyconsequences"

Idon'twanttolie.I'mscared,thisisratherunsettling.Whydoeshekeeponstaringatmy

tummy.MpiloandNkaarejustaspuzzledandscaredasIam.MrsNxumaloisintears.Mr

Nxumalohasn'tchangedhispositioneversinceSandisogothere.Whatinnocentlife,theonly

innocentlifehereisthebabythatI'mcarrying.Myheartisbeatingirregular.Inervouslyreachfor

Nka'shand.Hispalmsaresweaty,fortheveryfirsttimeHeisnervous.Sandisoneedsto

explainhimself,Idon'tlikewherethisisgoingatall.

SANDISO:"Unclethiscan'tbeignoredorpostponedanyfurther"

ThosewordsaredirectedtoMrNxumalowhohasn'tmovedorshiftedfromhisposition.I

definitelycan'thandleanybadnewsatthisgivenmoment.



Insert98

Thetensioninthisroomisasheavyasmytummy.MrNxumalohasn'tmovedonebit,Mrs

Nxumaloisonthevergeofcrying.Nka,Mpiloandmearetheonlycluelessone's.Sandisohas

hiseyesfixedonMrNxumalo.Theawkwardnessistoomuch,Ihonestlywishtheycangetto

thebottomofwhateveritisthat'stroublingthemorbetteryetgohomeandsolvethisissue.

TheDoctorcomesthroughcarryingapieceofpaperwithhim.Allourattentionisshiftedtohim.

Hegoesstraighttothepoint,it'sthetestresultsregardingteststheyranearlier.Afterexplaining

everythinghehandsmethepaper.Stilltherewasnothingunusualwiththeresults,meaning

nothingwasfound.Thedoctorevenwentanextramileassuggestingweconsulttraditional

healersandemphasizeonprayerbecausethisismysterious.Ithappensin1outof10cases

whichisveryrare.There'snofurtherquestionsoranydebates.Themanhasexplainedhimself

andsuggestedotheralternatives.Heexcusehimselfandleaveallofusinourownthoughts.

MPILO:"SandsIknowyouwouldn'tcancelallyouroverseasbusinesstripsifitwasn'tadeadly

emergency.Soyoubettertalk"

NKANYISO:"pleasetellmethisdoesn'tinvolvemywifeandkidinanyway"

MPILO:"Somebodybettertalk,righthere,rightnow!"

SandisohasmaintainedhisgazeuponMrNxumalo,it'snotevenfunny.MrsNxumaloisa

sniffingandcryingmess.Mpiloispissed,I'mshocked.Forsomeonewhojokeandlaughsallthe

time,thissideofhimit'sscaringme.Nkaappearstobecalmbuttherapidmovementonhis

chestscreamstrouble.WhyamIsuddenlynervous.Ijustpraythatwhateverisabouttobe

revealeddoesn'tupsetthetwobrothersmorethantheyare.Wait,theconversationbetweenMrs

NxumaloandSandiso.Irememberheremphasizingthesecretwilltearherfamilyapart.Can'tI

vanishandresurfaceaftereverythingisrevealedanddealtwith.Ihatebeingcaughtupinmessy

situationsandIgetthefeelingthiswillturnugly.IhearMpilocursingunderhisbreathacouple

oftimes.

MRNXUMALO:"Youknowsomesecretsdon'tremainburiedforever,thisoneIwantedtotake

tothegravewithme"



Hepauseanddrawsinair.Myheartisinmythroat,that'sjusthowuncomfortableandnervous

thiswholesituationhasgotme.SadlynooneiscomfortingMrsNxumalo,she'sbeencrying

eversincethedoctorlefttheroom.She'ssittingfarfromme,Iwould'veofferedherashoulder

tocryon.Mpiloisusuallynexttohismombuttodayhe'sasseriousasthiscurrentsituation.

MRNXUMALO:"whatI'mabouttorevealdoesn'tchangeanything.I'mhopefulthiswon'tbreak

ourbondasafamily.Iknowwewillovercomethisaswe'veconqueredalltheobstacleswe

facedinthepastasfamily.Nkanyisothishaseverythingtodowithyou.YouandMpiloaretwo

yearsapart,youarebothmysonsbutyouhavedifferentmothers"

NKANYISO:"what!thisisonebigjokeright?"

MRNXUMALO:"fiveyearsintomymarriageIhadanaffair,asaresultyouwereborn"

NKANYISO:"Thisisonefuckedupsituation"

MRNXUMALO:"Thisdoesn'tchange".

NKANYISO:"doesn'tchangeanythingforwhodad!Itdefinitelydoesn'tchangeanythingforyou!

Sowho'smymom,someloosewomanyoupickedonthestreets!".

MRNXUMALO:"I'mstillyourfatherandyouwillnotaddressmeinthatmanneranddon'tyou

darespeakillofthedead"

NKANYISO:"she'sdead"

MRNXUMALO:"yesshepassedonaftergivingbirthtoyou.ShenamedyouNkanyisofew

secondsbeforeshewithdrewherlastbreath"

MPILO:"soyousawitfittokeepthisasecretfromallofus,why?"

MRNXUMALO:"honestlyyes,thiswasonesecretIwantedtotaketothegravewith"

MPILO:"whatothersecretshouldweknowabout,sincetodayweareexposingskeletons"

MRNXUMALO:"thatweburiedNka'smomasourownsincewecouldn'tlocateherfamilybut

welaterdiscoveredhermomwasaliveandsearchingforher"

MPILO:"youmeaningtotellmewithyourconnectionsyoufailedtolocateanoldwoman.This

isunbelievable!"

MRNXUMALO:"HeronlyrequestwasforNkatoknowaboutheroncehehasmethissoulmate.

Iknewsomehowshemeantitbutmyselfishnessresortedinheralmosttakingwhatsheholds

dearandthat'syourbaby"

NKANYISO:"usbeinghereisbecauseofyourselfishnessNxumalo!Becauseofyour



selfishness,Ialmostlostmybaby.Isn'titenoughthatIlostmymomatbirth,nowIalmostlost

mychildatbirthtoo.CanonepersonbeasselfishasyouNxumalo!"

Hisveinsarepopping,hisvoiceisfirmthere'ssomuchangercarriedoutineverywordsuttered.

Nkaislivid,angeriswrittenalloverhisface.Thisistoomuchformetobare,theemotionsare

gettingthebetterofme.I'mavoidingblinkingforobviousreasons.

NKANYISO:"soifitwasn'tforthecircumstancesyouwouldn'ttellmeaboutmymom"

MRNXUMALO:"yes"

Hesaysitwithnohesitationwithsomuchdeclaration.SandisoiswatchingNkaveryclosely.

MRSNXUMALO:"I'msorryson,I'mpartlytobeblameasamother,Ishould'veknownbetter"

NKANYISO:"clearlyyouknewnobetterbecauseyouaren'tmymom"

SANDISO:"Nkanyisothat'snorightmannertoaddresselders"

NKANYISO:"fuckyouSands,fuckyouman!HowdoIrespectpeoplewhodiprivedmeofmy

rightstomoanandknowwheremymomhasbeenlaidtorest"

MPILO:"comelet'sgetfreshair,justlikeoldtimes"

Thesetwobrothersgenuinelyloveandcareforeachother.MpilopullsNkaoutside.Idefinitely

feelheneedstimetodigesteverythingthatjusthappened.I'masshockedandmybrainis

blockingthepartwheremybaby'slifewasindangerbecauseofsecrets.Itmakessensenow,

theguardianangelisNka'smom.WowIlovehersomuch,shehasprotectedLisakhanyafrom

dayoneandIunderstandherfrustrations.Sheonlywantedhersontoknowaboutherprobably

tovisithergraveonceinawhile.There'sahugereliefandsenseofpeacethathastakenover

me.I'msosleepythough.Isitrudetosleepwhileyouhavevisitors?Icanalwaysblameitonmy

condition.I'mstrugglingtokeepmyeyesopen.Sandisocomesclosertome,hetouchesmy

shoulderandnods.Thisisanotheronewho'sstrange.Whatdoesnoddingmean,doesitmean

alliswellnow?Hemurmursthewordssleep.Justlikethatit'slightsout.

Insert99



Theresheismyguardianangel,lookingprettyandveryhappy.She'sstaringdownatthebabys

cot.Thebabyisgiggling,sheturnsherheadtowardsme.Herlipsstretchwidelyexposingmost

ofherteeth.Shehasthatdimplejustbelowherlefteye.Thebabystartscrying,shepicksherup

androcksherwhilesingingthissoothinglullaby.HermelodiesaresoothingIfindmyselfdozing

off.Ifeelafigurehoveringoverme,myeyesaretooheavy.I'mfailingtoopenthem.Ifeelavery

gentletouchonmyface,theforeheadkissfollowedbythegentlerubonmytummy.Ifeelthe

figuremovingawayfromme.Agreaterforceofdeepsleepconsumesme.Imust'vefallenfast

asleep.Iwakeupthirstyandpressed.Iclearmythroatandhejumpsfromhisseat.Shamepoor

Sandiso,istheonlyoneleft.

SANDISO:"letmegetyouwaterNkosazana"

OKUHLE:"pleasehelpme,ineedthebathroom"

There'spanicinmyvoicethinkingofthelastaccidentIhad.Icantaffordgoingthroughthat

embarrassingmomentwithSandiso,withNkaitwasn'tbad.Hedidn'tevenmindcleaningafter

me.Herushesquicklyandhelpmeintothebathroom,hequicklyrushesout.Suchagentlesoul.

Ifindhimreadywithaglassofwaterwhenireturn.Igulpdownthefirstglassandherefillsit

immediately.

SANDISO:"Whatwouldyouliketoeat"

OKUHLE:"Iwanteggs,avo,cheese,tomatosandwhich,friedchips,greensaladandorange

juice"

SANDISO:"wow,theDoctordischargedyoualreadybutIdidn'thavethehearttowakeyou.I

suggestwegetgoingsowecanfeedyougirls"

OKUHLE:"Girls?"

SANDISO:"willyoubeabletowalkonyourownorshouldIorganiseawheelchairtillthe

parkinglot"

OKUHLE:"I'llmanagetowalk"

SANDISO:"areyousure,don'twanttohaveyougirlssweating"

OKUHLE:"girls?"



SANDISO:",rightafteryouNkosazana"

Heblatantlyignoresmeregardingthegirlsquestion.Wedrivequitelytothenearestmall.I

supposetogetmyfood.It'sonlynowthatIrealiseI'mactuallycravingsomethingmeatyand

messy.Spurribstobeexact,themandrivestomydesignatedrestaurant.Bythetimewedone

I'mahappywomanwithfourtakeawaybags.I'vestartedindulgingonmybuffalowingsand

creamspinach.Hekeepsstealingglancesatmeandshakinghishead.Whateverhe'sthinking

rightnowhasabsolutelynothingtodowithmebutmycravings.Idon'tknowwhereallthis

appetiteissuddenlycomingfrombutIintendonattendingtoeachandeverycraving.

It'sdarkbythetimewepullintothedriveway.Nka'scarisnowhereinsight,thehouseisdark.

clearlythere'snooneinthere.Suddenlyithitsmenow,mymanisdevastatedwhereverheis.He

needsmemorethanever.Theribsdon'ttasteasniceastheydidfewminutesago.Before

rememberingtheloveofmylife.Imsad,Idontevenknowwheremyphoneis.Whatkindofa

loveramI?Mymoodbecomessombre,thebloodyhormones.Gosh,thetearscomesflooding

downuninvited.Ithurtssobad,Ican'thelpit.Sandisoinstantlypanicks.he'sunsurewhetherto

comfortmeornot,maybehe'sstrugglingonhowtocomfortme.Ihonestlyunderstandwhere

heiscomingfrom.Iwouldn'tbecomfortable,comfortingmysistersboyfriend.Itsjustoutof

respect.I'veputthisguyinaveryawkwardpositionit'sevenfunny.Imightseemasamad

womanbecausenowimlaughingwithmytearsrunningfreelydownmyface.

SANDISO:"pleasedontpanic.He'ssafewithMpilo.Hejustneedsabitoftimetoprocess

everything.Aslongasweknowhe'ssafe,weshouldn'tworry"

OKUHLE:"Youalwaysknowwhattosay.WhatkindofaloveramI?Icouldntbethereforhim

whenheneededmemost.Hestillneedsme"

SANDISO:"IknowNka,hewillcertainlypullthroughthis.Heisthestrongestmaniknow"

OKUHLE:"Howsureareyou?"

SANDISO:"assureasIamaboutyourbabyssex.Letsgoinsidebeforeyoucatchacold.I

wouldn'tforgivemyselfandNkawilldefinitelyrearrangemyface"

OKUHLE:"afteryouSir"

SANDISO:"ladiesfirst"

OKUHLE:"notwhenthehouseisdarkandempty"



Heshakeshisheadandaskforkeys.LuckilyIknowwherethesparekeysarekept.Heinvites

meafterinspectingandmakingsuretherearenorobbers,hecallsmein.Ihavebeenfreezing

myassoffoutside.Hebegsmetoeatinfrontofthewarmheater.I'mlaughingthroughoutour

conversation.Thechildhoodmemoriesareevenbetterrecitedbyhim.Hisfacialexpression

whenheimitatestheireldersiseverything.Iatealmostallmytakeaways.AllIneedisabath,he

runsmemybubblebath.Heisclueless,remindsmeofNkawhenwefirstgottogether.Ihadto

tellhimwhattoadd.Hegivesmemyprivatespaceandpromisetocheckuponmebefore

goingtobed.He'ssleepinginthebedroomdownstairs.Hisnumberisonspeeddial,heclaims

weshouldbewellpreparedincaseofemergency.Heputmymindateasethemomenthe

confessedintobeingaverylightsleeper.

Isoakmyselfinthebathforthelongesttime.WonderingifNkaisokayandwhathemightbe

goingthrough.IknowSandisoassuredmeofhiswellbeing.MaybeIshouldn'tstressandtrust

Sandisoonthisone.Heknowsthembetterthanmebesidesthemanhasspecialpowersto

forseethings.Imakeadecisionrighttheretostopstressingandgivethemantimetodealwith

thisinhisownterms.Mpilowillknowexactlyhowtohandlehim,wheneverheisreadythenI'll

bewaitingwithwarmlovingarms.Secrets,theyalwayshaveawayofcomingout.Thiscould've

beenavoidedhadtheytoldNkafromthebeginning.Whenwastherighttimetotellhimthough?

Isortofgetwherehisparentswerecomingfrom,asselfishastheiractwas.Thewateriscold

andNkawasgoingtohaveafit.There'saknockatthedoor,that'sprobablySandisokeepinghis

promiseofcheckinguponmebeforehesleeps.

Iquicklydrymyselfwithatowelandgrabthenearestrobemyhandslandson.Damnhisscent

feelsupmynostrils.NowIreallymisshim,thisistheclosestIcangettohimatthisparticular

moment.Theknockispersistentandalittleloudernow.Letmeputthismanoffhismisery

beforehebreaksthisdoordown.

SANDISO:"finally,Iwasgettingreadytobreakdownthisdoor"

OKUHLE:"veryfunny,Itookanhour"

SANDISO:"Definitelythatwasnotanhour,itwasalmosttwohours"

I'mreadytodefendmyselfwhenhetakesouthisphoneanddialsMpilo'snumber.Heanswers

onthe4thring.IcanhearNkasinginginthebackground,hesoundsverydrunkandsodoes

Mpilo.Theyarehavingafullonconversation,thephoneisonloudspeaker.TheyareatMpilo's

housegettingfuckedupdrunk.MpiloassuresSandisoalliswell,theyarejustdrinkingtheir



sorrowsaway.IdontthinkheisawarethatI'mhearingeverythingbecausehekeepsonasking

Sandisotomakesurethatimokay.Nkacomesonthephone,he'sbusytellinggSandisohow

fuckeduphislifeis.Howhehateshisparents.

Hetellshimtolookafterme,helovesmeandourbaby.Hesingsthelastpart,it'ssosweet.Im

sheddingtearsagain.ThistimeSandisopatsmyback,Iguessthat'sallthecomfortI'mgetting

fromhim.NowI'mrelievedheisingoodhands,apparentlyMpilo'swifedoesn'ttakeany

nonsense.Sotheywon'tevengooutanymore.Solongastheydrinkindoors,I'mcool.

Sandisomadesuremyphoneisfullychargedbeforegoingtobed.Nxumalomenaren'tsobad

afterall.Itwasthepregnancytalking,definitelynotme.TonightIgetthechancetobondwith

mybaby.Mybabygirl,Itellherallaboutmommy'sstressanddaddysheartache.Icantwaitto

meether.Ifeelshewillbringaboutsomuchpeaceandunityintothisfamily.IknowNkawill

comealright,hewillsoonforgivehisparents.IwonderhowMrsNxumaloisfeelingaboutall

this.Thismust'veawakenedsomanywounds.Acceptinganillegitimatechildandraisingthem

asyourown,Thislife.

.

Insert100

LastnightendedupwithmecallingandtalkingtoadrunkNka.Hesoundedsobroken,the

temptationtodrivetherewasbeyondmycontrol.Ifitwasntformybodyguraddownstairs.He

caughtmerighthandedsneakinglikeanaughtyteenager.Iwasmadatfirstbutimgrateful,

drivingundertheconditionIwasinwould'veresultedinmecausinganaccident.That'swhatled

toanhourphonecallwithmydrunkardofaman.Iswearhepassedoutduringourphonecall.

Heisforgiven,justthisonce.Idonttakekindlytopeoplepassingoutorhanginguponme

duringphonecalls.Istruggledsleepingafterwards.Toomanythoughtswereroamingmymind.

MostlyofNka'supbringing,theNxumalo'smarriage,themistress,thesecrets.Thetripstothe

toiletweren'tgivingmepeaceeither.I'mreadytogivebirth,thisispuretorture.Thediscomfort

insomethingaspleasurableassleep.Ihonestlywishmymanwasnexttomerightnow.The

crazythoughtofsneakingcrossmymindagain,what'sthepointI'llbecaughtbeforemakingit

tothedoor.Onlyonethingmakessensetomeatthismoment.Prayer,Ifindmyselfkneeling

andgivingitalltoGod.

Thesunrayspenetratestheroommakingitdifficultformetosleep.MaKhumalowould'velong

wokenmeupbynow.Shedoesn'tevenknowhalfthethingsI'mfacing,letalonegoingthrough.



Ishould'vewenthomeamonthago,imagineallthedramaonecould'vedodged.Choresare

betterthanfacingtheNxumalo'ssecretsandtheirdrama.I'mhomesickthismorning.Thefact

thatNkaisabsentmakesitevenworse.Draggingmyselftothebathroomisthehardesttask

thesedays.Everythinghasbecomeamissionasoflate.There'salsostairstotackleafterthis

task.Thisisanothermotivationtostayinbedandstarvetodeath.I'mstillcontemplating

makingmywaytothekitchenwhenaknockdisturbsmythoughts.Heisstandingrightthere

lookingallkindsofconcerned.Hisfacialexpressionisenoughtodrivemeintodepression.

OKUHLE:"Sandisowhat'swrongyouareworryingme"

SANDISO:"Youarestarvingmyniece.Ihavetophysicallyfetchyou.Imadebreakfast,come

eat"

OKUHLE:"that'ssokindofyou,Iwontsaynotothat"

HehalfrunsallthewayandI'mstillonmysecondstaircase.Nxumalomenandfitness.Irest

aftereveryseventhstepjusttocatchmybreath.Finally,I’mstarving.Hemadeoats,fruitsalad

andtoastedcheeseandhamsandwichwithorangejuice.ItseitherhegotheadsupfromNkaor

he'sveryattentive.Iindulgemyfood,withoutanyconversationwhatsoever.Sandisoisquite

strangeorratherinteresting.Thefactthatheforgetsabouthissurroundingandconcentrate

entirelyonhisfood.Itriedmakingconversationsinbetweenbutfaileddismally.Heplacethe

dishesinthedishwasher,onlythendoesheengageinaconversation.He'sadifferentbreed

altogetherthisone.

SANDISO:"youlookbetterthanyesterday,didyougetenoughrestafterbeingcaughttryingto

sneakout"

OKUHLE:"Ihadtoseehim,talkingoverthephonewasn'tenough.Whenlastdidyouspeakto

them?"

SANDISO:"triedcallingthembutboththeirphonesringswithoutanyanswerbutdon'tworry.

Mpilo'swifecheckedonthem.Theyarefastasleep"

OKUHLE:"pleasedrivemethereSandiso,I'llhavetobethefirstpersonheseeswhenhewakes

up"

SANDISO:"let'sgobeforeyoustartyoursneakyways."

OKUHLE:"Ineedmybag.Goodnessnotthestairsagain"

SANDISO:",letmequicklygetitforyou"



Heisbackintheblinkofaneye.Iwould'vetakenanhouraltogether,thatsjusthowslowandbig

I'vebecomethesedays.Ireachthedoorfirst.Ihonestlycan'twaittoseeNka.SuprisinglyMr

Activeisnotbehindme.Mypatienceisrunningout.Icantaffordsuchdelays.What'sthepoint

ofmewaitingaloneinthecar.Ifindhimleaningagainstthekitchentable.He'sstrugglingto

breath,whatthefuck.Irushtohisside,thepanickisreal.I'mcompletelyuselessandtearsare

threateningmyeyes.Heseemstobecalmingdownjudgingbyhisbreathingpattern.Helooks

atmeandsmile.Painiswrittenalloverhisfaceyethe'sactingallstrong.

OKUHLE:"what'swrongSandiso,youdon'tseemokay"

SANDISO:"pleasegetmewater,I'llbefinejustnow"

OKUHLE:"areyousure,shouldn'tIcalltheambulanceordriveyoutothenearesthospital"

SANDISO:"aglassofwaterpleaseNkosazana"

Gettingthatwaterandkeepinganeyeonhim,shouldbeaddedon1000waystodie.Theway

myneckispullingthat360degreeisnotevenfunny.Icouldn'taffordhavinghimpassingouton

me.Heseemsabitbetteraftergulpingdownhisglassofwater.

Wesitforawhile,probablytobecertainheishundredpercentokaybeforedrivingout.After

halfanhourweleavetoMpilo'splace.I'mverydisturbedwithwhatI'vewitnessedearlieron

today.WillIbewrongforasking?I'mfailingtoignorewhatIsawearlier.Myheartisnotatpeace,

hetakesadifferentdirection,maybeit'sashortcuttoMpilo'shouse.

OKUHLE:"SandisoforgivemeifI'mpryingbutearliertoday.Ifoundyoustrugglingtobreath,

whatwaswrong?Aren'tyouworrieditmayhappenwhenthere'snoonearound,howoftendoes

ithappen?"

SANDISO:"itdoesn'thappenmoreoften,asamatteroffact.It'sthesecondtimethisis

happening.Thistimearounditgotintensethanthelasttime"

OKUHLE:"why?What'sthereasonbehindtheseattacks?"

Heblatantlyignoresmeandtopitoffwithlaughter.Sandisowillignoreyourquestion

indefinitelywithoutevenchangingthesubject.It'sveryrudeofhimbutwhoamItojudge.Its

onlywhenthecarstopsthatIrealizeweareparkedoutsidethehospital.Ilookathimpuzzled,



thenpanicktakesover.CoulditbeNka,maybehegotalcoholpoisiningsincelastnighthedrank

himselftosleep.Maybehisliversfailed,myeyesareglisteningwithtears.I'mtooweakfor

whateverisawaitingusinthere.Hecalmsmedownandtellsmethereasonwearehereis

becauseofhisattackearlieron.Icryevenmore,thiswholetimehewasinpainbutmanagedto

hideitsowell.

OKUHLE:"haveyouinformedthefamily?"

SANDISO:"Yesthey'llarriveanyminutefromnow.Areyoucalmnow?

OKUHLE:"yesabit,youdon'tseemtoobad"

SANDISO:"it'snothingthey'llprobablygivemepainkillersandsendmebackhome.Immore

worriedaboutyouthough?Areyousureyouarecalm?Nocrampsorpainsasyet?"

OKUHLE:"nonewhatsoever,I'mjustthirsty.Let'sgrabsomethingbythetuckshop"

Thisoneisagoodactor.Idon'tunderstandwhatsthereasonbehindthisdelay.Heprobably

wantseveryonetogetherebeforeconsultingthedoctor.WhateverI'mthirstyandallIneedis

thatorangejuice.Ifeelweirdthough,mylegsaregettingstifferthemoreImove.AmIreally

sweatingsomuch.Itcouldbetheheat,it'sreallysunnytoday.Sandisoisbesidemelookingall

kindsofconcern.Whyishewalkingsoclosetome,it'sasifhe'sreadytocatchmeifIfall.

MaybeI'llfaint,whoknows?Istartfanningmyface.Justonelookfromhisfacethenitall

makessensewhyHedrovehereinthefirstplace.Howdidheknow?Theladylookingatmy

directionisstillscreaming.DidIaccidentallypeeonmyselfinpublic,isthatevenpee.Ilook

downandpanicoverwhelmsme.Mywaterjustbroke,Iscreaminshock.Thereareno

contractionsasyetbutthisisscary,somuchwater.

OKUHLE:"callNka,IneedNkapleaseSandiso!"

Insert101

Everythingafterthatisabitofablur.Anelderlywomanrushedtomyside,thetwoporterswere

runningtowardsmydirection.Irememberbeingliftedandwheeledintotheward.Thenurse

helpingmetakeoffallmyclothes.Itallhappenedinthespeedoflight.Sandisowasnowherein

sightthewholetime.Iwonderwherehedissaperedto.I'mwearingthehospitalsgown,it's

beenhalfanhouraftermywaterbroke.Thediscomforthasstarted,feelslikemylowerbackis



onfire.Ican'tevensitstraight.Ouch!theSharppainhitsme.Wow!Imightbecluelessaboutall

thisbutthelaboutpainshaveofficiallyinvadedmybody.Ican'tsitstill,withinfewsecondsI'm

walkingupanddowntheward.Itseemstobedoingthetrick.Ipaceupanddownlikeamad

woman.Thesecondcontractionhitsmeunexpectedly,Iremaininthatposition.Mymindtrying

todigestalltheseforeignunkindfeelingsroamingmybody.ThisbabybettercomebeforeI

loosemymind,mybackisburning.I'msweatingandhavingafulldialoguewithmyself.One

nursecomesinandordersmetosleeponthebed,apparentlytheDoctorisonhiswaytocheck

thecervixdilation.She'sbeggingmebutallherpleadsarefallingondeafears.Shedefinitely

doesn'thaveanyideaofwhatI'mgoingthroughrightnow.ImeanhowcanIpossiblylieonmy

burningback.Shefinallygivesupandleavestheroombutpromisetobebackwiththedoctor.

OKUHLE:"I'llbebackwiththeDoctorinafewminutes"

Iimitateherpolishedenglishaccent.Whatevermaarn!ThatDoctorwillfindmerighthere

pacingupanddown.TheonlytimeI'mpreparedtolieonthatbediswhenIfinallypushthebaby

out.Ipaceupanddownlikeaposessedwoman,ifthesewallscouldtalk.Ionlypausewhenthe

painmakesitsdebuteentryintomybody.ThenI'mbacktomyroutineassoonasitdissapeares.

WherethehellisNka!Hewaswithmewhenthisbabywasconceived,nowI'msufferingalone.

I'msuddenlyinfuriated,evenSandisopulledthedissappearingactonme.Ican'tbelieveI'mall

aloneatthishour.IregretnotgoinghometoMaKhumalo,shemightpunishmewithchoresbut

shewould'vebeenbymysideduringthishour.I'msadbutmymindrefusestodwellonthe

emotionalpain,thephysicalpainisgreat.ItoverridesallthepainsI'mfeelingrightnow.

There'scommotionoutsidemyward.Ihearhisvoiceandallthesadnessvanishes.Alleightof

themfillmyward.MrandMrsNxumalo,Nka,Mpilo,Sandiso,theDoctorandtwonurses.

Sandisoisalwaysthevoiceofreasoningamongthisfamily.Thepeacemakerrolesuitshim

verywell.Nkadidn'twanthisparentsinthewardbutasalwaysSandisocalmedhimdown.He's

stillgoingonandMpiloissupportinghimalltheway.OkayIgetitsstilltoosoon.Butthese

peoplearewrappedupintheirownfeelings.I'mreallypressedandinneedofthebathroom.The

nursesandthedoctorsarecaughtinthisongoingargument.ItwasbetterwhenIwashere

alonepacingupanddown,thanthisunnecessaryarguments.Iswearthemoretheyarguethe

worserthecrampsget.

OKUHLE:"shutup!PleaseIwanteveryoneoutofhererightnow!



Silencefilltheroom,everyone'seyesareonme.MrNxumaloisabitshockedbymyoutburst

andsoiseveryoneelse.Igivezerofucksatthiscurrentmoment.IwantthemoutandIneed

therestroom urgently.Itrymovingbutmyscreamsfillthewholeroom.There'scommotionall

overagain.Mypleatousetheladiesfallsondeafears.Thedoctoraskthetwonursestohelp

meclimbthebed.HowwillclimbingthebedhelpmefromthissituationI'minrightnow.Ihear

onenursesayingthere'snopeebutitstimetodeliverthebaby.MrNxumalo,SandisoandMpilo

leavetheroomimmediately.Nkalookssoscared,itslikeheisreadytopullaCasterSemenya

onme.Hebetternotevenentertainthatthoughtifheknowswhat'sgoodforhim.MrsNxumalo

feelssorryforme,itswrittenalloverherface.Shequicklypullsherselftogether.

WithinfewsecondsI'montopofthebedwithmylegswideopen.Thisrighthereisnochilds

play,whydidIevenhavesexinthefirstplace.Idoubtthere'sbloodcirculationinNka'slefthand.

ItsufferswitheverypushImake.MrsNxumaloiswipingmyforeheadwhilemotivatingmeto

push.Ican'tanymorebutthemotivationI'mgetting,isenoughformetokeeppushingoverand

overagain.Thebreathingexercisesandpushingismymainroutine.Justonefinalpushandthe

bouncingbabygirlissafelydelivered.TheDoctorandbothnursesareinfullpanic.Thebaby

hasn'tmadeasound.Nothiscan'tbehappening.Thedoctorfinallylaughsandannouncethis

lazybabyissleeping.Howisthatevenpossible,onenursepinchherbecausewearen't

convincedofthedoctorsstory.Withjustalightpinch,thescreamsfillstheroom.She'squitea

feistyone,thatscream piercemyheart.Ijustwanttoholdher.

She'squitebigweighing3,8KG.JustonelookatherandI'mdeeplyinlove.Itseemsliketimehas

stoppedandeverythingandeveryonedissapeared.Imintheworldofmyown.Aworldof

perfection,I'veneverlaidmyeyesonanythingoranyoneaspreciousandbeautifullikeher.

She'satruedefinitionofperfection.Sheresemblesher,thelipsandnose.NowIrememberwho

ourGogoresembles.Shelookslikemyguardianangel,NkaandlittleLisakhanya.Ican'twaitto

seehereyes.Nkawipesthetearsawayfrommyface.Thismomenthasbeennothingbut

blissful.Heembracebothofus,Icryevenmore.Ourlittlecreationhasfinallyarrived.He's

lookingatmewithtotaladorationinhiseyes.Ihandhimthebabyanditsmyturntowipethe

tearsoffhisface.MrsNxumaloisveryemotionalsittingrightnexttome.Itakeherhandand

giveitatightsqueeze.Imlostforwords,she'sbeenrightbesidemethroughoutthiswhole

pregnancy.Thedancingclass,thespatripsandtheshoppingsuprises.There'ssomuchIwant

tosaytoherbutIguessthisisnottherighttime.

HerattentionissolelyonthebabyandNka.Themostunexpectedthinghappens.Nkahandsthe

babyovertoMrsNxumalo.She'sunsureatfirstbuthisnodistheconfirmationsheneeds.she's

alsointearswhat'swiththisbabyandtears.Wehaven'tdiscussedthenameofthebabyasyet.

MrsNxumaloaccompaniesthenursethatwillbebathingKhanya.Nkaremainsbehindand



makesarunforitbeforeIgetmystitches.I'mexhaustedbuttheexcitementpreventsmefrom

sleeping.MrsNxumaloisbackandthebabyisinherarmsthewholetime.Soontherestofthe

familyareback,thiswardissuddenlysmall.IremindNkatoinformtheKhumalo's,mybrother

andJase.

Itslovelyseeingeveryoneinthesameroomlaughingandjoking.Theyaregoingabouthow

identicalthischildistoNka.ThisiswhatI'vebeenprayingforpeaceandunity.Lisakhanyahas

finallyshoneherlightofhopeamongsttheNxumalofamily.Justafewminutesagotheywere

ateachother'sthroats,nowtheyaresharingjokesandpassingLisakhanyaaround.Mypoor

baby,Ican'twaittoseeMakhumalo'sfacewhenshemeetshergranddaughter.Maybeaftera

monthImustvisithomeforamonthorso.Jasealreadyboughtfewitemsofclothing,hewas

waitingforthebaby'ssextoberevealedbeforegoingallout.Icanbarelykeepmyeyesopen,

deliveringababyisnochildsplay.Labourwardcanmissme,I'llonlycomebackafter5or

6years.ImsureNkawillagreewithmeespeciallyafterhesawallthestrugglesiwentthrough

intodeliveringourfirstblessing.Ihearthemspeakingfromafar,afamiliartouchcaressesmy

faceandjustlikethatIfallintodeepsleep.
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oneyearlaterbabyLisakhanyaAlwandeNxumaloisbubbly,chubbyandveryenergetic.Nkahas

completelyhealedandforgivenhisparents.AceremonywasdonetoappeasetheSibiya's

family.WevisitgogoSibiyaatherbakeryeveryothersecondweekend.Shealsopopsbyatour

placeeverynowandthen.Itwasn'tasmoothjourneybutthere'speaceloveandharmony

amongthetwofamiliesnow.I'vebeenastayhomemomforthepastyearandnowI'mreadyto

startmybusiness.Theweddingplanshavebeenputonholduntilmycompanyisupand

running.We'vealsowelcomedmybrothersdaughtersixmonthsago.TodayI'mpreparingfor

mydrinkdatewithJase.I'mgratefulformaMokoena,shealwaysavailherselfformylast

minuteplans.HonestlyI'mnotverysocialthesedays.I'mverymuchcomfortablewithbeing

cookedupinthehousemakingsureeveryoneiswelltakenoff.I'vegainedsomuchweighthalf

mywardrobedoesn'tfitmeanymore.

Let'sjustsayJasedidn'ttakenoforananswerheeventhreatenedtocomedragmeoutofthe

house.That'sthereasonwhyI'mfrustratedrightnow,halfoftheclothesarelyingonthisbed

andIstillcan'tfindtherightoutfittowear.Ifitsnottootightthenitdoesn'tfitatall.The

struggleisreal.

MaMokoenaandKhanyamaketheirwayintomybedroom.MaMokoenaislookingatmewith



disbeliefandIstarebackhopelessly.Thetemptationtotakemyphoneandcancelallplansis

invadingmymindwitheverypassingsecond.Onlythethoughtofbeingdraggedstopsmefrom

cancelingthedate.

MAMOKOENA:"Nogirlie,youneedtogetdressandgetfreshair"

OKUHLE:"ThebiggestchallengeMaisfindingclothesthatcanactuallyfitme,atthismoment"

MAMOKOENA:"Childrenoftoday,somanyclothesyetyoustillcomplain.Iwillfindsomething

towearforyounow.Youaregettingoutofthishousetoday"

"mama"that'sKhanyakissingmycheeks.Withherbushyeyebrowsandlonglashes.She'sso

carefree,nowshe'shelpingMaMokoenainfindingmeanoutfit.Myphonebeeps,Jase

remindingmeofourdate.Thelastmessagereads"rememberI'mreadytocomedragyoufrom

thatminimansionofyours"withlaughingemojis.GuesstheonlychoiceIhaveisfindingatleats

oneoutfitthatstillfits.AftertryingseveraldressesIsettleformyjeggingssneakersandloose

top.Thisshoulddo,acurlyweavetofinishmylook.Myhairisacompletemess,halfanhour

beforeourdateIpullupatthedesignatedrestaurant.Iorderaglassofwineandjustwatch

peoplearoundme.Myeyeslandsontheyoungcouplesittingatthefarrightofmycorner.They

aresoaffectionatekissing,gigglingandtheireyesaregluedtogether.Realityhitsmeasmuch

asIwanttoignorethissensitivesubject,thingshaven'tbeenroseybetwenmeandNka.The

emotionsaregettingthebetterofme.Igulpdownthecontentsofmyglassandorderthewhole

bloodyfuckenbottle.

Themomenttheicebucketlandsonthetable,Iorderthewaitertoopenthebottle.Rightnow

I'mfantasizingdrinkingstraightfromthebottlebutmysurroundingsandmannerswon'tallow

me.Ipourtheglassfull,thewaiterisstaringatmewithquestioningeyes.Istareback,flashhim

halfasmileandgulpdownmyglass.

OKUHLE:"whyaretheseglasssosmall,don'tyouhaveabiggerwineglass"

WAITER:"Mamwhateveryouaregoingthroughitwillpass.Areyoubyyourself?"

Whatishisproblem?Didn'tIaskforabiggerglassofwine?Istarebackathimandtheman

looksgenuinelyconcerned.Dotheystillmakethemlikethatorisitjustanact.Waittillyougive

birththen,yougetneglected.Iflashhimanothersmilejusttobepolite.He'sinvadingmyprivate



spaceandaskingmepersonalquestionsthatarenothingofhisconcern.

OKUHLE:"NoI'mwaitingformyfriend,hewillbehereanymomentfromnow"

Hesighsheavilyandnods.Hestaresatmeforquiteawhilebeforewalkingaway.Shameeven

strangersseemstocaremorethanthatman.Youknowwhat,fuckhim.Ipouranotherglass

thensipitlikealady.Icheckthetimeitstwominutesafterouragreedlunchtime.Jase

shouldn'tpissmeoff.Forsomeonewho'sverypunctualthisisunacceptable.It'snothisfault

thatIarrivedanhourearlierthough.Itakemyphoneandcheckuponmygirl.Ourunclear

conversationareinjectinglifetomysoul.Ifeelbetteraftertalkingtoher.Jasejustmadehis

grandentrance,alleyesareonhim.Idontblamethem,themanlookslikehejustcamefroma

photoshootoracoverofsomefancymagazine.ThecologneIcansmellitfromhere.The

confidenceisonhundredpercent,thewayhecarrieshimselfdrawsyouin.Helowershis

glassesandinspectsmefromallanglesjustbeforesettlingdown.

JASE:"Bitchdon'ttellmeyouareexpectinganotherone"

OKUHLE:"Hellotoyoutoo,don'tevenholdyourbreath.It'shighlyimpossibletoconceiveat

thisratewegoingin"

JASE:"doll,isn'tstillabitearlytoworryaboutconceiving.ImeanLwalwashouldatleastreach

theageoffour"

OKUHLE:"youarenothearingmedoll,letmerephrasemysentence.Iwillnotfallpregnant

becausesexisveryscarceinmybedroomitisclosetonone-existent"

JASE:"goodtoknowI'mnottheonlyonesufferingfromdrought,lookslikethedryseasonis

hittingmostofus"

OKUHLE:"Idon'tknowhey,somethingjustdoesn'taddup.It'sfrustratingme,themoreIget

frustratedthemoreweightIgain."

JASE:"wearedefinitelydoingsomethingaboutthatweightstartingfromtomorrow"

OKUHLE:"Icantdoll,KhanyademandsallmyattentionandIdontwanttoleavehersight"

JASE:"Lwalwahasagranny,anannyandaunts.There'snoexcusebesidesleavingherfortwo

hoursmaxwon'tdoheranyharm"

OKUHLE:"youjustdon'tunderstandJase"



JASE:"Iunderstandperfectlyjustbecauseyourmanisn'tgivingyouanyattentionoraffection

doesn'tmeanyoushouldletgoofyourself"

Thatlinejusthitanerve,I'memotionalalloveragain.Jasedoesn'tunderstand,I'mtooashamed

toevenshareallthedetails.Thefactthatmymindhasconcludedthatmymanishavingan

affairandhisactionsareprovingit,killme.Thatpartkillsmealmosteveryday.ThefactthatI'm

tryingtocopewiththissituationandhidingeverythingfrommyinlaws,killsmealso.Pretending

thatalliswellduringfamilylunchesanddiners,istakingalotfromme.Alltheseemotionsare

gettingthebetterofme.MaybeI'vebeenstrongfortoolonganditsonlynowthatimallowing

myselftofeelallthedepthsofmypain.Jasehasmovedhischairnexttomine,theminutehe

hugsme.Iletitalloutwithnocarethatweareinapublicplace.Theyareprobablystaringatus

butwhogivesadamn.RightnowIneedashouldertocryon,someonetojustlendmeanear.I

regretallthetimesI'vedelayedthishookup,theexcusesIcookedupwhilewallowingaround

thehouseandallowingmiserytoconsumeme.Icould'veoffloadedbitbybit,sharedallmy

suspicionsandreceivedadviceinsteaddrowninginselfpity.

JASE:"babelet'sgetoutofhere,findachilledspotwherewecantalk.Ihateseeingyoulike

this"

Hesettlethebill,mybill.I'dbedamnedtoleavetherestofmywinehere.Igrabitwhilehetakes

mybag.Thewaiterthatservedmeearlierwavesmegoodbye.Ijustnodmyhead,it'sdifficult

evenliftingmyhands.Everythingfeelsheavy,yetistillfindenoughstrenghttoliftthebottleand

drinkstraightfromit.IhearJasesaying"wow"behindme.

Insert103

Wefoundaveryquitespotnexttotheparkinglot.Jaseallowedmetobeasemotionaland

vulnerableasIcanbe.Icriedmyeyeballsoutwhilerecitingthewholestory.Thisallledus

orderingfromadrivethroughandeatingatthepark.HedrovemebackhomeaslateasIarrived

myfiancéwasn'thome.What'snew,thisstartedassoonasKhanyaturned9months.Three

monthsdownthelineitgotworse.Heonlyonhisbestbehaviorthatweekofherfirstbirthday,

clearlybecauseourfamilieswerehereafterthebirthdaycelebrationthemanwasuptohisold

tricksagain.Ican'tremeberwhenwasthelasttimewehaddinnerasfamily.I'msooverthe

officemeetingsdelayexcuse,it'snotevenfunny.I'mabittipsyandrelievedKhanyaisfast

asleep.What'sthepointreallyofsleepinginthatbigasscoldbedroom.MaybeIshouldmove



outfromthatbedroompermanently.Ilaughatthisandjumpintheshower.Thecoldwater

resemblesmyheart.Istaythereforsolongtryingtofigureoutthenextstepfromhere.The

minuteIstepoutofthatshower,thereheisstrippingoffhisclothes.ThosemusculararmsI

longtobein,hegivesmeonelookandcarryondoinghisbusiness.

OKUHLE:"youareback"

NKANYISO:"mmmmmh"

OKUHLE:"whereareyoucomingfromthislate"

NKANYISO:"herewegoagain,apersoncan'tfindpeaceinhisownhouse"

OKUHLE:"wow,inyourownhouse.WhatexactlyareyoutryingtosayNka"

NKANYISO:"I'vehadsucharoughday,thelastthingIneediscominghometoanaggingwife"

OKUHLE:"listenhereNkanyisoNxumaloandlistentomerealgood.IfI'mnolongerattractive

toyouoryou'vefallenoutoflovejustbemanenoughtosayittomyface.Wereallydon'thave

tolivelikethis.SinceI'managgingwifewhenlastdidyoudoyourdutiesasahusbandNka!

NKANYISO:"Iseriouslydonthavetimeforthis"

OKUHLE:"Don'tfuckenwalkawayfromme"

Hebangsthedoorbehindhim.I'mshatteredalloveragain,thishappensallthetimewhenI

confronthim.IstopmyselffromdialingJase,themanneedsabreak.Afterlisteningtomy

soppystoryandgivingmeashouldertocryon.Irushdownstairsstraighttohiswinecellar.The

wholepointwastofindawinebottletodrinkbutonesmashofthatwinebottledownleadsto

thenextandthenext.Thearomaofthesedifferentwinesisintoxicatingenough,it'sawhole

fiestaofdifferentbottlepieces.Heisstaringatmeintotalrageanddisgust,thatdoesnteven

scaremeatall.I'velostmymindandheistheonetobeblamed.ImoveascarefullyasIcan

andwalkpasshimwithnocareatall.Ibangthedoorbehindmeandstartlaughing,I'minsane.

I'vecompletelylostmymimdbutthesatisfactionIgotfromsmashingthosebottlesisbeyond

me.I'msweatingafterthatwholeexercisebutrelievedasfuck.Kudostomynewventingway.I

hittheshoweragain,thewaterissoothingtomybodyandsoul.I'mstillabsorbedinthisgreat

feelingwhentheshowerdoorroughlyopens.He'sfumingandI'mnotevenbothered.Hecan

replacethatwholecellarcollectionwithoutdentinghisbankaccount.Whataboutthescars

withinme.

Oureyesmeet,hemovesclosertome.Myheartskipsabit,thismanhasbecomeastranger



andrightnowIcan'tpredicthisnextmove.TallandconfidentlyIstand.Iwon'tbeintimidatedby

him.He'sbreathingheavily,somethingabouthimturnsmeonrightnow.Myprivatepartsare

failingmerightnow,I'mgettingweakerwitheachandeverybreathItake.Itrytomovebuthe

grabsmeroughlyandpinsmeagainstthewall.Thewaterisstillrunning.

OKUHLE:"Nka,letmego"

Hefansmyfacewithhisbreathandlicksbothmylips.Thismanhasturnedthisaround,

secondsagoIwasincharge.NowI'mweak,Lordhavemercy.

NKANYISO:"doyouLET-O,doyoureallywantmetoletyougo"

Hewhispersthelastsentenceinmyear.Whileplantingsoftkissesonmyneck.Hecupsmy

rightboobandstartsuckingonmyleftboob.I'mfallingapartandenjoyingthismomentso

much.

Hestopsandliftmychinwithhisindexfinger.Istareathimwithmyeyesfulloflust.

NKANYISO:"IaskedyouaquestionMaka-Lisakhanya,doyouwantmetoletyougo?"

Iresorttonodding,myabilitytospeakhasvanished.WhyamItortured,thismanisona

missiontomakemebegofwhat'srightfullymine.Heliftsmeallthewayupandspreadsmy

legs.Mylegsarehangingoverhisshoulders.HekissmynunafirstandI'malreadydrippinghe

separatesmyfoldswithhistongueandstartslicking.Ihaven'thadactioninalongwhile.My

breathingpatternchange,I'mpantingandmoaning.Heusehistongueanddivein.Thepleasure

issogood,Isqueezemythighsandhebitesonmynunaplayfully.Ispreadmythighswideand

allowhimalltheaccessheneeds.Heeatsmeuplikehislifedependsonit.I'musingthe

showerheadforbalance,thisfeelslikethegoodoldtimes.MywholebodyvibratesasIrelease

allmyjuicesontohisface.Goshhelicksmecleanandstartlickingalloveragain.It'sonlywhen

Istartmoaningthathelowersmefromthatposition.Hepinsmeagainsttheshowerglassdoor

andslamsintomehard.Onehandiscuppingbothmybreastwhilehisotherhandisrubbingon

myclits,hismouthissuckingonmyneck.Hedoitcircularmotions,upanddown,hegoesin

deep,hittingalltherightspots.I'mamoaningandscreamingmess.Themanhasnomercyon

mycoochie.Ifallapartonceagainandheisstillgoing.Goodnesshisstaminaisonsteroids.



Afterregainingmystrengthhepicksmeupbridalstyleandgentlyputsmeonthebed.He

rushesbacktotheshower,Hemust'veturnedofftheshowerwater.Iturnandsleep

comfortablyonmytummy.

Hemakeshiswaytothebed,walkingslowlyandsensuallyrubbingonhiserectmanhood.I

definitelycan'thandleanymoreofthis.Hepullsmylegsallthewaytotheedgeofthebedand

turnsmearound.Mypussyisalreadythrobbingfromtheshowersessionwejusthadbutthis

manisstillonamissiontofinishmeoff.Mylegsareallthewayup,hefirstrubshismember

againstmyVee-jayjay.Heteasinglyrubsonitcountlesstimes,I'mdrippingwetwhenhefinally

slidesin.Longdeepstrokeswitheyecontact,guesshe'sonthatslowlovemakingtip.Our

roomisfilledwithsweetmoansfrombothofus.Luckilythisroomissoundproof,wouldn't

wantMaMokoenahearingallthenastydeeds.Heturnsmearoundandhititfromtheback.Im

tiredashellbutthepleasureiswaytoomuch,hefinallyreleaseallhisloadinsideme.Isleep

peacefullyonmyman'slovingarms.Guesswewilltalkproperlytomorrowmorning.

ThefollowingmorningIwakeupingoodspirits.Yourgirlgotservedrealgoodlastnight.Heis

notinbed.Khanyacomestomeallsmiles,shebrightensmymorningevenfurther.Iplayhide

andseekwithher.Sheenjoysthatgamesomuch.Irunthebubblebathandwetakethebath

together.Ienjoytakingthebathwithmybabygirl.Weheaddownstairssomethingsmellsdivine.

Ohno,Hedidn't.I'mallsmilesbutthesmileisquicklywashedawaywhenIrealiseit's

MaMokoenapreparingourbreakfast.AftergreetingMaMokoenaIpeepthroughthegarage

slidingdoor,hiscarisnotparkedin.ThemanisMissinginactionafteroursweetlovemaking.

Hrleavesmeyetagainquestioninghisloveandloyalty.
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Saturdaywherecouldheberushingofftosoearly.Idon'twanttolieithurtslikehell.TodayI

wontbecrampedupinthehouseandbemiserableafterourtalkwithJaselastnight.Irelease

MaMokoenafromherdutiesandgiveherawholeweekoff.AfterbreakfastIpackupKhanya's

baganddrivetothemall.OnmywaythereIinviteJasetojoinus.Myfirststopisatthegym,I

fixmygymmembership.Ireceivemymealplansandournextstopisgymgearshopping.We

reachthemallandIimmediatelystartwithourshopping.Igetanextrasizeofabitof

everything.Igottheblackcardatmydisposalandthere'snolimit.Retailtherapyalltheway.I

shoptillmyfeethurts.IaddallmyveggiesandeverythingIwillneedformyneweatingplan.I

receiveacallfromJasesayinghe'swaitingatourfavoriterestaurant.



Mogheyhasalreadyordereddrinks,Khanyajumpsonhislapthat'showfondofhimsheis.We

orderourlunchandindulgewhilecatchinguponmylatestshenanigans.Healsoupdatesmeon

theguywho'sbeenaskinghimoutforthepastsixmonths.Theyarefinallyhavingtheirdate

tonight.ShameMkhulubaereallydidanumberonmyfriend.Hehastrustissuesanditstotally

understandable.Wehangaroundforfourhoursstraighteating,orderingdrinks.Khanyahas

fallenasleepcomfortablyinherstroller.Isettlethebillbeforewegoourseparateways.Coming

hometoanemptyhousehasbecomeanormthesedays.Khanyaisstillsleeping,Iputtuckher

inbedandpackallmyclothesinthewadrobe.Igodownstairstopreparesupper.Myhealthy

eatingplandoesn'tallowalcoholsoImightaswellgetaccustomedtothisnewsetup.Iprepare

anoutfitfortomorrow'slunchwiththeNxumalo's.Therestofthedayisspentwithme

preparingandbondingwithmybaby.

Isleptwithmybabyinhernursery,itssundaymorning.I'mbusypreparingKhanya'sfoodwhen

hesuddenlyappearsinthekitchenlookingallkindsoftired.HeplayswithKhanya,she's

gigglingalltheway.Iwatchthemplayingsonicely,itsuddenlydawnsonmethatmylittlefamily

isfallingapartandthere'sabsolutelynothingIcandoaboutit.HemakessmalltalkswhileI'm

preparinghisbreakfast,we'vegrownapart.Sodisconnectedtheconversationevensounds

rehearsedifnotforced.Iwonderwhattimehegothomeorevenifhecamebackhomeatall.It

hurtsbutIrememberwhat'smoreimportantnow.Meandmydaughter.Weretiretotheguest

bedroomtoprepare,Ican'tstandbeingaroundhim.Hispresencedisgustme.Wearedoneafter

twohours,that'sjusthowenjoyableourbathtimeis.

He'swaitingforus,wedrivetotheNxumalo'sresidencelisteningtomusic.Ourlittlepersonis

fastasleepatthebackseat.Theformalgreetingtakesforeveralltheattentionisfocusedon

Khanya.Nkaishavingaprivateconversationwithhisdad.ItakethisopportunitytoaskMrs

NxumalotobabysitfortwohoursforthenextcomingweekwhileIhitthegym.She'ssoexcited,

sheevensuggestKhanyashouldspendthewholeweekwithher.I'mreallynotingoodspace

andhavingmydaughteraroundkeepsmeontracksoIpolitelydeclineheroffer.

Wearehavinglunchindoors,itsquitechillyoutside.Winterisslowlybutsurelycreepingin.

Wesettleinthetabletoeatandjustlikethepastcoupleofsundays.Ipullthemostprecious

smileandpretendalliswellinthenameoflove.MrsNxumalohashereyesfixedonme,almost

asifshe'ssearchingmysoulthroughoutlunch.Nkaisathishappiestsmilingfromeartoear,

everynowandthenhepeepsthroughhisphone.IthinkMrsNxumalohasnoticedmybody

languagetowardsherson.DessertisservedandI'mindulgingfortheverylasttime.TomorrowI

cutdownonstarchalltogether,dessert,icecreamandallthesugarystuff.GoodthingIstopped

breastfeedingacoupleofweeksago.Ienjoyedeveryminuteofitthough.AfterlunchNka

rushesustogethome,Iknowthisstunttoowell.Hewilldropusoffandleaveafterwards.We

leaveimmediatelyafterdessertwasserved,hehardlysaidanywordonourwayhome.Hehelps



carryKhanyawho'sfastasleep,whileIcarryourbagsin.Hecomesbackrunningdownthe

stairs,nogoodbyes.HerunspastmeandIhearhisengineroaringoutside.Wow,Igetmytubof

icecream.Settlenexttomybabyandeatmylonelinessaway.

IchatwithJaseandLangelihle.DuringwinterholidaysI'mvisitingtheKhumalo's.Imcertain

MaKhumalowillbesohappyhavingushome,thefunnypartshe'susuallytheonecalling

demandingtospeaktoherLwalwa.Somethingsheneverdidwithmebefore,funnyhowmy

familyandJasepreferthatnameoverKhanya.IindulgeinthisicecreamandwhenI'msatisfied

Iputitbackonthefridge.Ilockupthehouse.IfIdon'ttakeoursafetyseriously,noonewill.I

changeKhanya'snappybeforetakingthebath.ThisistheonlytimeIallowmyselftofeel,the

onlytimeIcrytillI'msatisfied.Whendidwegethere?Allwaswellafewmonthsago.Heuseto

rushhometous,evenskipworksometimesjustsowecanspendthewholedaytogether.How

didthingstakeawrongturnsoquickly.Aftermyshowersession.Isitdownanddraftmy

businessplan.I'vesavedupsomuchmoneyonmyaccount,there'sahealthybalancewitha

coupleofzeros.Acrazythoughtcrossmymind,maybeIcouldstartafreshsomewhere.

Relocateeventoadifferentprovince.HaveafreshstartwithoutNka.Ilaughatthiscrazy

thought.

Icuddlemydaughter,hersweetscentandsoftsnores.Ihavetodobetter,Ineedtobebetter.

There'ssomeonewhoneedsmeandlooksuptome.Thislifereallyhasnomanual,I'veheardof

womancomplainingoftheirpartnersaftergivingbirth.ButneverinamillionyearsdidIthinkI'll

alsobeastatistic.Mymainfocusisworkingonmywellbeing.Maybeevenmoveout,Imeanthe

guymentionedHecan'tevenhavepeaceinhisownhouse.Sowhynotgivehimpermanent

peacethathisheartisyearningfor.That'sjustagreatidea.I'lltakemytimelookingforahouse,

movingbackintoaflatwithababyisnotanoption.Maybefindarenttobuy,withalowmonthly

installments.I'lldefinitelybouncebackfromthis.Ibrowsethroughproperty24andthere's

someinterestingoptions.I'mcertainintwoweeksI'dfindtheperfectplacejustformeandmy

littleone.Thethoughtissadbutexciting.Imightaswellmoveout.I'mforeveraloneanyway.

I'mdriftingtosleepwhenIhearhiscarpullingupthedriveway.Wellheisbackearlytonight.I

usuallyfallasleepandonlyseehiminthemorning.Hesoundsabitdrunksingingoneofthose

annoyingsingalongclubtunes.Hegoesstraighttoourbedroom,finallyhehasstoppedsinging

thatannoyingsong.Ihearfootstepcomingtowardsourdirection.Heopensthedoorand

whispersmyname,coupleoftimes.Ikeepquite,hecomescloserandplantskissesonlittle

Khanya'sface.Ishutmyeyes,pretendingtobefastasleep.HekissmyforeheadandwhispersI

loveyou.Icanfeelhisgazeonme.Hesitsforthelongestperiod.Finallyheleavestheroom.

Sleepcanyourecognizeme.

Insert105



MymondaysusuallystartoffwithmedraggingmyselfoutofbedsoIcanprepare,myman's

lunchbox.Oldhabitsaresohardtobreak,referringtosomeone'ssonasmyman.Thisdayis

unlikeanyothermonday,theexcitementdidn'tallowmetorestanyfurther.It's5:30am,I'm

doneshoweringandpreparingmyfianceslunchbox.Funnythingiseverymusclewillbeaching

tomorrowaroundthistime.Idon'tevenintendonhimfindingmeinhiskitchen.Irushtothe

nurserytopackKhanya'sbag.CallmeparanoidbutI'vepackedhermeds,favoritetoy,fleece,

nappiesandmilktolastthewholeweek.Kidsaresounpredictable.Oneminutetheyarehappy

andplaying,thenexttheyhavefeverorrunnytummy.SoI'mwellpreparedforanyemergency

thatmayarise.Theonlychallengenowisgettingmygymbagfromthemainbedroom.Why

didn'tIthinkofthislastnight,aaynowImustfacethisman.Anotheroptionistowaittillhe's

doneandgrabmythingsafterheleavesforwork.I'mpacingupanddownthenurserylikea

madwoman.Fuckthis!I'mgoingtothatbedroom,hewon'thavetoputupwithmemuchlonger

anyway.

I'mdebatingwithmyselfonwhetherIshouldknockorjustbudgein.I'vebecomeastrangerin

whatwassupposetobemyhome.Afewmonthsbackthiswasmorethanahouse,itwasa

warmlovinghome.Ijustbudgeinandthismanisfastasleep.Onepartwantstoignoreallthis,

grabmygymgearandleavehimjustlikethat.Ididn'tsendhimoutpartyingonaSunday,but

anotherpartfeelssorryforhimasmuchasIdidn'tsendhimtotheclub.Myheartjustrefuseto

leavehimlikethat.

OKUHLE:"Nka!Nka!NkanyisoNxumalo!

NKANYISO:"mhhmm"

OKUHLE:"wakeup,youarerunninglate"

NKANYISO:"mhmm"

OKUHLE:"wakeup!"

Hestillcarriesonwiththat"mhhmm".MyplanwastoshoutasmuchasIcanwithoutshaking

him.Myattemptsarefailingdismally,seemslikeImustshakehim.Onsecondthoughtsthis

couldworkonmyadvantage.Alittlerevengeforallthestressandheartachehehasputme

through.Imakemywaytothekitchen,grabajugandfillitwithicecoldwater.Thebastard

deservesthis,theevillaughfollows.Theladyinmerefusestocarryoutthisevilplanbutthe

bitterLET-Ogoesahead.Hejumpsoutofbed,shocked.



NKANYISO:"whatthehell!"

OKUHLE:"youarerunninglate"

NKANYISO:"butwhy"

OKUHLE:"butnothing,hurryup.Yourlunchisalreadypackeddownstairs"

NKANYISO:"Maka-Khanya"

Igrabmybagandleavehimstandingtherereekingofalcoholandpuzzled.Ifindmylittleone

awake.Iprepare,feedher,grabourbagsandrushtothecar.Dammitheparkedmein.Ihaveno

choicebuttowaitforhim.Ifindhimfixinghimselfacupofcoffee,probablynursinghis

hangover.Heseemssuprisedbythebagsandeverything.Khanyagoesballistic,shewantsto

playwithherdad.Hepicksherupandtheystartplaying.

NKANYISO:"whereareyouguysoffto,soearly"

OKUHLE:"Ihaveacoupleofthingstosortout"

NKANYISO:"whatthingsaresortingoutaoearly"

OKUHLE:"personalstuff"

NKANYISO:"whatpersonalstuffrequiresyoutobeupsoearly"

OKUHLE:"it'stoopersonaltoshare"

NKANYISO:"arewekeepingsecretsfromeachothernow?"

OKUHLE:"youarethefineonetotalk"

NKANYISO:"wow"

OKUHLE:"mysentimentsexactly"

He'sstaringatmeinafunnyway.Hewon'taskanyfurtherquestionsthat'sonethingI'mcertain

of.HisfocusisbackonKhanya,he'sdelayingmeonpurpose.Theplanistoremainascoolas

ice.Hisplanistoprovokemeintoexploding,heknowshowmuchIhatewaiting.Hisplanwon't

prosper,nottodayofalldays.AfterfourtyfiveminuteshehandsmeKhanya,grabshiskeysand

givesmeapeckonmycheek.I'mrightbehindhim.HedrivesoutandsodoI.Hestopsfora



whilebutIinstantlytakesoff.Ichecktherearviewmirrorandhe'snotbehindme.Iplayour

cartoonsoundtrackplayslist.Mylittlepersonstartssinginganddancinginhercarseat,that

sightisenoughmotivationformetogetmylifebackontrack.Reallynow!Idon'tbelievethis.

Suchapettyandpatheticmove.Nkaistailingme,he'skeepingaverysafefollowingdistance.

ButIknowhiscar.Thisonedoesn'tknowme,I'llteachhimalesson.Mytankisfull,letsjustsay

bythetimeI'mdonehewillbeextremelylateatwork.

Ichangetherouteanddirectionalltogether.Idrivearoundtheblockincircles,weareatanother

surburbnow.Curiositymustbekillinghim.BythetimeI'mdonewithhim,hewould'vemissed

twomeetingsifnotmore.Idrivetothenearestmall,lockmycarandtakeKhanyawith.Ispot

himparkedveryfarfromme.Forsomeonewhoneglectsme,hesurecaresaboutmy

whereaboutsandwhoIhookupwith.IwonderhowwillhecopeonceImoveout.Willhestalk

myeachandeverymove.IdecidetospoilMrsNxumaloshe'scrazyaboutWoolworthsBlue

Berrymuffins.Imightaswellgrabsomeforher,theyarefreshlybaked.Allthankstoherstalker

son.Ibrowsearoundthestoreforawhile.It'salmost8am,heshouldbepreparingforhis

meetingsrightnow.

Istalltillhalfpasteight.Idon'tseehiscarbythetimeIleave.Goodforhim.Thisshouldteach

himnottotailpeople,moreespeciallyme.MrsNxumaloiswateringherbeautifulgarden,the

attentionanddedicationthisgardenisreceivingmakesmejealous.Asusualshe'sdreseedto

thenines,suchagorgeouswoman.ItbeatsmehowMrNxumalocheatedonher.Shemeetsus

halfwaywithherarmswideopen.Khanyaisjumpingupanddownwithexcitement.Thesetwo,

theyhaveaspecialrelationshipgoing.Sheprobablygetsspoiledrottenwithinthesepremises.

AlltheattentiongoestoKhanya,thisismyqueuetoleave.

MRSNXUMALO:"areyourunninglate?"

OKUHLE:"NotreallybutIwantedtowarmupbeforemyclassresumes"

MRSNXUMALO:"Ithoughtwecouldgrabacupofteaandtalkbutitsnotaproblem.Idon't

wanttodelayyou.Wewilltalklater"

OKUHLE:"muchappreciatedMa,Ipackedeverythingshewillandmightneed"

MRSNXUMALO:"Nowonderyouhavesuchabigbag"

OKUHLE:"Allhermedicationispackedinside"

MRSNXUMALO:"relaxmylove.BeforeIdedicatedmylifeintobeingapermanenthousewife.I

wasonceapharmacist"



OKUHLE:"wow,howcomeI'mhearingofthisnow"

MRSNXUMALO:"Thatwastwodecadesago,feelslikeanotherlifetime.Butmyknowledgeof

medicineisstillintact"

OKUHLE:"I'mstillsuprised"

MRSNXUMALO:"letmenotkeepyou,enjoygettingbackinshape.Doyouknowwhatthat

means"

OKUHLE:"no"

MRSNXUMALO:"itmeansshoppingspreeloadingsoon"

OKUHLE:"Ma"

MRSNXUMALO:"what!YoumustspendNka'smoney,ifyoudon't.There'safloozieoutthere

waitingtodoitonyourbehalf.Let'snotdelayyoufromyourfitnessschedule"

OKUHLE:"byeMa,seeyoujustnow"

IgiveKhanyaaperkonhercheekandheadtothegym.Icantseemtogetover"weneedtotalk

statement".IfeelNkawillbethemaintopicofourdiscussion.Isawhowshewasmonitoring

ourbehaviortowardseachotheryesterdayduringlunch.Iwasdreadingthistalkbutmaybeit

willdomegood,speakingtoanelder.Theyareknowntobewisewithexperience.Maybeshe'll

adviceonwhatsteptotakenext.It'scertainsituationsthatmakesmewishIhadaclose

relationshipwithmymother.Sometimesallawomanneedistoconfideinhermother.Receive

guidanceandadvicefromher,butwherewillIevenstart.MaKhumaloisallaboutherman.she

probablydiscussandseekapprovalfrommydadfirst.It'srathertoolatenowforustohavethat

motheranddaughterrelationship.Idon'twanttoburdenLangelihletoomuchwithmyproblems.

Jaseisalsoaverygoodfriendbutthisneedselderlyadvice.ThevibeasIwalkinsidethegym.

MaybesweatingmyproblemsawayisallIneedrightnow.

Insert106

Iwalkoutofthegymfeelingabrandnewwoman.Nothingbeatsthesaunaandsteamroom

aftereachsession.TomorrowI'llbesingingadifferenttune.Drivingbacklisteningtowhena

woman'sfedup,funnyhowIrelatetothelyricsofthissong.SamereasonswhyIoptedfora

contractwithnostringsattached,wasavoidingsuchthings.I'mparkedoutside."thetalk",just

great.Thehouseisratherquite,it'sKhanya'snaptime.Nowonderit'ssopeaceful.Mrs

NxumaloiswatchingtheFashionchannel,orisitwatchingher.Shehasn'tacknowledgedmy



presence.Iclearmythroatandshesnapbacktoreality.shepatsthespacenexttoher.

MRSNXUMALO:"What'sgoingoninyourhouseholdanddon'tyoudareliebecauseI'vebeen

observingforawhilenow"

OKUHLE:"wheredoIevenstart?"

MRSNXUMALO:"it'sthatbad?"

OKUHLE:"tothepointwhereI'mevenplanningonmovingout"

MRSNXUMALO:"He'scheating,isn'the?"

OKUHLE:"allthesignsarethere,eventhhoughthere'snoproof"

MRSNXUMALO:"Nxumalomenandwoman"

OKUHLE:"Ithurtsreallybad,Ma"

MRSNXUMALO:"crymychildbutneverallowhimtoseeyourtears.Nevergivehimthat

satisfactiontoseetheimpacthisactionshaveonyou"

OKUHLE:"he'salwaysoutuntillateMa,evenonweekends."

MRSNXUMALO:"what'sstoppingyoufromgoingoutLET-O?"

I'mstunned,herquestiontookmebysurprise.Asamatteroffact,whatisreallystoppingme

fromgoingout?Jasehadtothreatenmeinorderforourdatetotakeplace.Whydidn'tIcome

toMrsNxumaloearlier?HonestlyIhavenoanswers.

MRSNXUMALO:"Iaskedaquestiomandexpectananswer"

OKUHLE:"Honestly,Idon'tknow.GuessIwasfocusingonraisingmybaby"

MRSNXUMALO:"Don'tgetmewrong,that'sanexceptionalthingamothershoulddo.Raising

theirkids.whenwasthelasttimeyouwentoutwithNkaasacouple?"

OKUHLE:"Idon'tknowMa"

MRSNXUMALO:"whenwasthelasttimeyoudidyourhair,nailsandwentoutwithyourfriends

withoutNka"

OKUHLE:"onlylastweekend"



MRSNXUMALO:"Mychildinlifethere'ssomethingcalledbalance.Beingamomdoesn'tlimit

youtodothethingsthatyouenjoydoing"

OKUHLE:"myonlyfocuswasbuildingandcateringformyfamily"

MRSNXUMALO:"andwhataboutyoumybaby,youcan'tpourfromanemptycup"

OKUHLE:"IhearyouMa"

MRSNXUMALO:"Ihonestlywishsomeonewould'vetoldmethisattheearlystageofmy

marriage.IreallygotburnthenceI'mremindingyoutotakecareofyourselffirst."

OKUHLE:"whydoeslifehavetobesocomplicated?"

MRSNXUMALO:"it'snotcomplicatedmylove,lifecomeswiththegoodandbad.Hencegood

timesarecelebrated"

OKUHLE:"youmakeitsoundsoeasyMa,Ivebeencryingmyselftosleepthepastthreemonths.

Idon'tunderstandthenewsuddenchange.WheredidIgowrong"

MRSNXUMALO:"Don'tevenblameyourself,ifhecan'texplainhimselftoyou.Thenembrace

thechangeandlookgoodwhileyouatit.I'mgladyouwentbacktothegym.Focusonyourself

andforgetcompletelyaboutNka."

OKUHLE:"easiersaidthandone,howdoIforgetwhenwearelivingunderthesameroof."

MRSNXUMALO:"It'snoteasybutdoable,getbusy.Bathlookgoodgotothemall,Khanyahasa

grannythatdoesn'tmindlookingafterher.Gooutwithfriends.Don'tevenexplainyourself,book

yourselfinahotelorspaandswitchoffyourphonewhileyouatit."

OKUHLE:"IthoughtmovingoutwillgivemepeaceMa"

MRSNXUMALO:"Movingoutandgivingthenextwomanpoweroveryourhouse.Never!Trymy

strategy,makehimsweatabit.Afteramonthorsothenyoucanmoveout.Rightnowservehim

atasteofhisownmedicine"

OKUHLE:"Idon'tknowMa.Doesheevenfindmeattractiveanymore?"

MRSNXUMALO:"Doyouneedhisvalidationtofeelattractive.Besexyinyourownterms.

Spendhismoney,shop,pamperyourself,don'tbetooavailable.Theyallgetcomfortableand

takeyouforgrantedifyouarealwaysavailable.Keephimonhistoesandbeathimonhisown

game"

OKUHLE:"remindmeagainwhyIdidn'tcometoyouearlier"

MRSNXUMALO:"Becauseyouareastrongwillwomanwhowastryingtoprotectherfamily"

OKUHLE:"forgivemeforwhatI'mabouttoask,buthowdidyoucopewiththewholeaffairand



thebaby"

MRSNXUMALO:"that'sanotherstoryforanotherday.Iwilltellyouallaboutitingoodtime."

OKUHLE:"I'msorryforasking"

MRSNXUMALO:"Don'tsweatit,rememberfocusonyourself.I'mlookingforwardtospending

moretimewithmygranddaughter"

OKUHLE:"ThankyouMaforyouradvice,atfirstIthoughtyouwillpicksides.HowwrongwasI?

pleaseforgiveme"

MRSNXUMALO:"Youwon'tsufferthesamefateasIdid"

OurtalkgetsdisturbedbyKhanya'sscreams.Ihonestlycan'tgetenoughofourchat.Elderly

advicewaslongoverdue,insteadofeatingmyselfintodepression.Iwould'vebeenoutand

aboutpoppingchampagnes.DidImentionsheattendedtoKhanyaandleftmetoabsorbwhat

wejustspokeabout.Wow,mymomwould'veprobablyadvicemetocook,besubmissiveand

neverquestionmyman.Thesamegeneration,differentupbringinganddifferentopinions.Were

thingsalwaysthisroseybetweenmymomanddad?That'swhatIinitiallythoughtofthe

Nxumalo'sbeforetheirsecretgotrevealed.Theylookedlikeaperfectcoupleandfamily.Seems

likeeveryfamilyhasskeletonsintheircloset,lookwiththeMbatha'sfamily.

Whichmakesmewonderhowmuchsecretsismyfamilyharboring.Idon'tevenremember

seeingmyparentsarguinginourpresence.Idon'trememberseeingmymommadormoody

towardsmydad.Thesethoughtsareracingthroughmymind.Nofamilyisperfect,whyisours

soperfect.WhatifI'mnotevenaKhumaloorMaKhumaloisnotmybiologicalmom.I'mbrought

backtorealitybylittleKhanya,shouting'Mama'.WestickaroundforlunchandI'mbeingserved

saladandchickenbreast.Iwould'velovedsomethinggreasy,mayberibsorhotwings.Clean

eating,itis.TheattentionisnowonKhanyaandshe'senjoyingeveyminuteofit.Thischildis

dramatic,spendinghalfadaywithherGrannyclearlywasn'tenoughforher.She'skickingand

screamimgbutImanagetostrapherinherseat.

MRSNXUMALO:"I'vepackedsupperforyou,don'tcooktonightorpreparehislunchboxthe

nextmorningandeveryfollowingmorning."

OKUHLE:"ButMa,that'scruel.Hewillstarve"

MRSNXUMALO:"It'snotcrueltybutlifelessons.Suchluxuriesaredeservedbyhusbands.

Loyal,respectfulandlovinghusbands.Hewantstobeaboyfriendorhousemate.Treathimlike



such"

OKUHLE:"IhearyouMa"

MRSNXUMALO:"Don'tjusthearme,practicewhatI'mteachingyou"

OKUHLE:"Thankyouforeverything,seeyoutomorrowMa"

MRSNXUMALO:"takecareofyourselfandmygrandchild"

OKUHLE:"ByeMa"

Anothersessionofwinniethepoorsoundtrack.Sheforgetsaboutthelittletantrumanddance

tothemusic.Thingswearesubjectedtoasparents,thismusiciaterriblebutmyeardrumswill

havetobaretheabuse.Nothingmakesmemorehappierthanseeingherhappy.Idriveback

homewithadifferentperspectiveonlife.I'mcravingmoretalkswiththeseniorMrsNxumalo.

She'squitesomethingelse.I'mextremelyrelievedandhappy.She'sabsolutelyright.Ineedto

focusonmyselfandgooutmoreoftenwithJaseortheofficesquad.GoodnessI'msuchabad

friend,don'tknowwhenlastIcheckeduponthem.Ihatetoadmitit,butIdomisswork.Imake

amentalnotetocallJaseandplanournextdate.I'msoexhaustedfromtheworkoutearlier,

undernormalcircumstancesIwouldberushinghomejusttopreparesupperformyhousemate.

Thepainaccompaniedbythatstatement.IignoremypainandfocusonMyselfanddaughter.

Hewillbebackinthreeorfourhours.Thesuprisehewillgetinthekitchen,theshocktomorrow

morning.IjustloveMrsNxumalo.

Insert107

LastnightImovedmostmyclothes,wellallmyclothesfromthemaintotheguestroom.In

orderforthehousematedealtowork,weshouldn'tbeineachothersspace.Mymorning

routineconsistofmebathing,packingourbags,bathingtheprincess,feedingher,droppingher

offanddrivingtothegym.Atfirstitwasdifficultadaptingtothenewsetup.Ifoundmyself

preparinghislunchboxtheverynextday.MaKhumalowilldefinitelyhaveafit,especiallywhere

supperisinvolved.Let'sjustsay,Istillcookforfourpeople.Sometimeshesneaksinour

bedroomandstandthereforthelongestoftime.MrsNxumalosuggestedIdropKhanyaoff

fridaylateandpickherupafteroursundaylunch.Suchadrasticstep,wearguedtillwereached

amutualagreement.I'msousedtohavingKhanyawithmeeverynight,sotheconclusionwasI'll

sendhersaturdayafternoonthenfetchhersundayafterlunch.I'mlookingforwardtomydinner

datewithJaseandhiscolleague.



It'sfriday!afterpickinguptheprincess.Idecidetodoalittleshopping,plusIneedanoutfitfor

tomorrow'slatedinner.Thepressureofgoingoutwithfashionistasmeansyoualsohaveto

lookthepart.Themallisbuzzing,weekendvibesloading.Ifinallyfindaperfectoutfit.It's

alreadydarkbythetimeIdrivebackhome.Theprincessisfastasleepatthebackseat,I'mjust

astired.Comingbacktoanemptyhousedoesn'tbothermeanymore.Unlikefewmonthsback

whenIusetoworryandcrymyselftosleep.Thehouseisaclearindicationthatthere'snoone.

I'veovercomethefearofdarkness.Ialwaysmakesuretolockbeforegoingupstairs.Assoon

asKhanyaistuckedin.Iplaydressupandsnapfewpictures."waittillthisbodygetsbackinto

shape"Iutterthosewordstomyself.

ThefollowingmorningI'mupearlygettingdomesticatedaroundthehouse.Icleaneveryroom

exceptthemainbedroom.Wedon'tcleanafterourroommatesnow,dowe?Afterbreakfast,we

play,lazearound.Hehasn'tcomeoutofhisroom,curiositygetsthebetterofmebutIquickly

ignoreit.IstartpreparingformydinnerdatewithJase.I'mrushingdownstairswhenIbumpinto

him.Helooksterrible,paradinginhisboxers.Hestopsonhistracks,theexpressiononhisface

saysitall.Ilook,smellandfeelgood."Baba!"Khanyalooseshermindaroundhim.Hetakesher

buthisgazeisfixedonme.GoodnessI'mgoingtorunlateattheratethesetwoaregoing.Iget

thefeelinghe'sdelayingmeonpurpose.GoodthingIlookgreatforthatgrandentrance.I

remainascoolasice,anhourlaterweleaveaverycuriousNkanyisoNxumalobehind.Idropoff

Khanyawithhergranny.

IfindJaseandthebubblyWandiwaitingforme.

ThestaresIreceiveconfirmswhatmymirrorreflectedearlier.Wehaveourlatedinnerover

wineandveryinterestingtopics.Wedecidetotakethepartytoaclubintown.Cluborgoing

backtothatlonelyhouse.WedropoffmycarathomefirstandcatchaliftwithWandi.The

choiceiseasy,clubitis.Wepaintthetownred,clubhopping,drinkingandhavingfun.Few

monthsback,Iwassoovertheclubbingscenebuttonightwasanexception.EventhoughIkept

thinkingofKhanya.IcalledthemafewtimesuntilMrsNxumalothreatenedtoswitchoffher

phonebecausetheyaresleeping.It'sexactlypast3amwhenI'mbeingdroppedoffathome.

Wandi'smusicisplayingonmaximumvolume,wesinganddancebeforetheydriveoff.Ifindle

withthekey,thelaughterthatfollowsbecauseIcan'tseemtogetitright.Whenwasthelast

timeIhadsomuchfun,crazyharmlessfun.

FinallyI'minside,thelightscomesonandIstopdeadonmytracks.Afterstrugglingtolocate

thelightsswitchthereheis,hisdeathstarefixedonme.

Mydrunkselffindshumourinallthis.Whositsinthedarkalone,intheearlyhoursofthe



morning.Definitelynotme,Ilovemysleepwaytoomuch.Evenifitmeanscryingmyselfto

sleep.Istillsleepattheendoftheday.Imissonestepandlandonthefloor.Thedrunkmeand

humour.Ilaughitalloff.Itakeofftheheelsandwalkupthestairsbarefoot.Themanis

followingme,breathingheavily.Myhousematecanbedramaticsometimes,breathing

exercisescomesinhandyinsuchsituations.Igostraighttothenursery,switchonthelightand

startundressing.Imtoolazyandtiredtotakeabath.Hewatchesmetakingoffmyclothes.I

avoideyecontactatallcostsbuthisgazemakesmeuncomfortable.Heclearshisthroat

NKANYISO:"MakaKhanya,whereareyoucomingfrom"

Idon'towehimanyexplanation,soIcarryonundressing.I'mleftwithmylacethong.Ihearhim

clearinghisthroatandswearingacoupleoftimes.Iusefacewipestowipeawaymymake-up.

NKANYISO:"LET-O,Iaskedyouaquestion.Whereareyoucomingfromandwhereismy

daughter"

OKUHLE:"Khanyaiswithhergranny"

NKANYISO:"o-okay,sowhereareyoucomingfrom?"

Idon'tunderstandwhatheisstilldoinghere.I'veansweredthemostimportantquestion

regardingourdaughter.Istumbleandlandonthebed.Thisisthemostfunniestshitever.

NKANYISO:"youwon'tanswermeLET-O?Youcomehomedrunkearlyhoursofthemorning,

makingnoisewithyourdrunkfriends.Isthishowyoucarryyourselflately"

OKUHLE:"pleaseswitchoffthelightsandclosethedooronyourwayout"

NKANYISO:"LET-O,I'mstilltalkingtoyou."

OKUHLE:"Iwanttosleeppleaseleave"

NKANYISO:"soyouwontanswermeLET-O?I'mtalkingtoyou.Idon'tappreciatedyoursudden

changeofbahavior."

OKUHLE:"youdon'thavetoputupwithmybahaviorforlong,I'mmovingoutanyway."



Oops!Isaidthatoutloud,Alcohol.He'sbeenpacingupanddownthewholetimehewas

speaking.Idon'thearhisfootstepsanymore.Ican'tevenliftupmyhead,itsheavy.That's

bloodymaryforyou.

NKANYISO:"What"

The"what"partsoundssofaint.Guesswhat!Idontevencare.AllIwantisforthatbloodylight

tobeswitchedoffandthedoorclosed.Heswitchoffthelights,Iassumeheisstandingbythe

door,tryingtocometotermswithmylaststatement.eventuallythedoorgetsclosedandI

immediatelyembracelalaland.

Insert108

Afterthreeattemptsofliftingmyheadfail,itwasproofthatIhavemothersofallhangovers.I'm

cravingastrongblackcoffeewithgreasybreakfast.Imust'vepassedoutlastnight.I'mgrateful

forMrsNxumaloforsuggestingleavingKhanyawithher.Idon'tknowhowIwould'vepossibly

copewithanenergeticchildatthispresentmoment.OnewayoranotherIhavetogetoutof

thisbed,mothernatureisnotsokindtomybladder.Ittakesmeagoodhalfanhourgettingoff

mycomfortablebed.Ifigureshoweringwillhelptorefreshmybody.Mybodyfeelsparalyzed

fromwastedown.I'mnevertakingpartinanytwerkingcontestwithJaseandWandi.Asmile

creepsupmyfacewhenflashbacksfromthereggaeclubwefoundourselvesinduringclub

hopping.Thatwasanamazingexperience,thetwerkingcontesttookplacethere.Iseriously

wouldn'tmindfindingmyselfinthatclubagain.Theweedsmellandeveryonemovingsensually

totheslowrhythms.Thisremindsme,lastnightIforgottocheckuponthosetwo.Hopefully

theyarrivedhomesafe.Thewaterhasdoneabitofjusticeatleast,theheadacheisthe

constantreminderoflastnight'sshenanigans.

SeemslikeIhavethehousetomyself.Ican'tspotmynosyroommateanywhere.Ifixmyselfa

verystrongcupofblackcoffeewithnosugar,whilepreparingmygreasybreakfast.Forthevery

firsttimesincebecomingamom.I'mupanditsstrictlyaboutme.Nochangingnappiesor

preparingcerealsorsoftporridge.Itfeelssostrangeyetsoenjoyable.Itookmyprecioustime

intheshowerwiththedoorclosed.Iterriblymissher,I'mtooattached.Theyarestillsleepingor

maybeMrsNxumaloswitchedoffherphoneintentionally,notthatIblameher.Iwasapainlast

night,blowingupherphoneeveryfifteenminutes.Iresorttoansms,shewillforgiveme.I'm

doingmymotherlyduties.Thecoffeeseemstobeplayingavitalpartinfixingthehangover.



AftermybreakfastI'mheadingbacktobed,Icoulddowiththreehoursofsleepbefore

attendinglunch.Idishupmygreasybreakfast,ifmypersonaltrainercanseethisplate.Hewill

punishmeseverelywithplanks,pushupsandtheterriblespinningclass.I'mallowedtocheat

thedieteverynowandthen,Iconsolemyself.IdecidetocheckuponJase,heanswersafter

fourthattempt.Myphoneisonloudspeaker.

JASE:"reallynowLele,blowingmyphonesoearly.What'stheemergency"

OKUHLE:"HellotoyoutooMrGrumpy"

JASE:"Normalpeoplearestillsleepingatthishour,especiallytheone'sthatpartiedthenight

away"

OKUHLE:"myinsomniacasswasworriedaboutyou"

JASE:"especiallyafterreintroducingyoubacktothefunsideoflife"

OKUHLE:"highlightofthenightthereggaeclub,flashbacksofustwerking.Canwedoitagain

pleasedoll"

JASE:"Definitely,naughtyLele.Wasitthecluborthestudwhowasmovingsensuallybehind

you.Yes,Iwitnessedthatmoment.Lookedlikeanunfilteredsexualscenefromatylerperry

movie"

OKUHLE:"owmygoodness,hiserectmemberwaspokingmybuttvigorously.Ialmost

climaxed"

JASE:"thismomentdeservesachampompo,finallymybadbitchisback."

OKUHLE:"Thisbitchisabouttogethergrooveback"

JASE:"wearedefinitelygoingbacktothatclub,thevibethereiscrazy"

OKUHLE:"Ifeellikedancingontopofthistable,rightnow"

JASE:"asmuchasIloveyou,Ineedmybeautysleepmore"

OKUHLE:"sweetdreamshandsome,I'mgoingbacktosleepaftermygreasybreakfast"

JASE:"nightdollormorning.WhateverI'msleepingnow."

OKUHLE:"It'smorningdrunkard"

Heclearshisthroatbehindme.Wow,thoughtIhadthehousealltomyself.It'salmost9am,



lunchisfourhoursaway.Icoulddowiththethreehoursofsleep.Hesitsaccrossmeandstare

deepinmyeyes.Twomonthsbackthisactwould'vemeltedmyheart,leadingtomyknees

beingweak.Icarryonwithmybreakfastwithmyaudiencethistimearound.

NKANYISO:"LET-O,weneedtotalk"

OKUHLE:"I'mallears"

NKANYISO:"it'saboutwhatyousaidlastnight.Didyoumeanit"

OKUHLE:"meanwhat?"

NKANYISO:"soyoudon'trememberwhatyousaid?"

OKUHLE:"whatdidIsay?"

NKANYISO:"nevermind?"

OKUHLE:"Whatexactlydidyouwantustotalkabout?"

NKANYISO:"Isthereanybreakfastleftforme"

OKUHLE:"Idontknow"

NKANYISO:"LET-O"

Heshoutsafterme,I'mtakingmywelldeservednap.Iseriouslydonthavetimeforsomeone

whostilltalkincircles.Thatbreakfastfixedthehangover.Itakeoneadcodolandsleepsoon

recognizesmyname.IWakeupthreehourslater,thankstomyalarm.Mybodyisstillyearning

formoresleep.OnepartofmewantsskipthelunchbutIdecideagainstit.I'llgotobedearly.

I'mdonebathing,thefeelingofdressingupissofulfilling.Playingaroundwithdifferenteye

shadows.Flip!I'mrunninglate.Irushoutside,he'slonggone.Guesseveryoneisalreadyseated,

IthinktomyselfasIparknexttoMrNxumalo'sBentleycontinentalGtConvertible.'Onedayis

oneday'.Iutterthosewordswhilepointingathiscar.Itwasn'tmyintentiontomakethegrand

entrance,alleyesareonmenow.MrsNxumalowinksandshowsmeathumbupsign.Khanya

Screams"Mamami"everyonelaughs.Thepleasuresofhavingalittleoneinthehouse.Atleast

alltheattentiongetsdirectedonKhanya.

MrsNxumalo'sconfirmationmeansalottome.ItMeansI'mdefinitelyontherightpath.That

woman'sfashionsenseisonanotherlevel.Idoubtsheevengettipsfromthattvshow,she

religiouslywatch.she'snaturrallygiftedinthatdepartment,evenJasewasimpressed.Nka's



gazeismakingmeuncomfortable,oureyesmeetforasecond.Hekeepsstaringeventhough

I'mtryingbyallmeanstoavoideyecontact.Mpiloisamusedbythiswholedisplay,hiseyes

keepstravelingfrommeandNka.Theawkwardness,everyoneisengagedinsomereligious

debateexceptforNka.Hedoesn'tmovehiseyesfromme.Ijoininthedebate,ignoringthe

creepandhisstares.

Insert109

It'sbeenamonthofnothingbuthardcoretraining,I'mlovingtheresultsalready.I'vebeendoing

extraresearchofthecompanythatIwanttostart.MrsNxumalohookedmeupwithajobwhile

I'mstillundecidedonthebusinessidea.There'salotofoptionsbutItookthejoboffersolong.

Oneofherfriend'shusbandisrunningaverysuccessfullogisticscompany.I'mdoingaccounts

andpayroll,thesalaryIwasofferedwasverygoodtoturntheofferdown.Khanyastarted

attendingdaycareamonthago.I'mplanningonmovingoutthismonthend.Let'sjustsayI'm

enjoyingmynewlifestyle,beingaworkingcitizenonceagainisquitefulfilling.I'mpreparingto

enrolforalogisticsmanagementcourseverysoon.ThingsbetweenmeandNkaarepretty

muchthesame.WearestilllivingasroommatesbutI'moverthiswholesetup.Theotherday

hewasdrunk,cametomyroomandstartedblubberingaboutthechildhedidn'tknowexisted.

Hewasutteringawholelotofnonsensethatdidn'tmakesense.Whichledmetothis

conclusionofmovingout.Hecan'tbarelykeepeyecontactbutwheneverhe'sdrunk,healways

endsupinmyroom.We'vemovedfromthenurserytotheguestroombuthestillbothersme.

Suprisinglyithappenswhenhe'sdrunk.

Theexcitementthatrunsthroughmyveinsthinkingofwhatawaitsmeafterwork.I'mbeside

myselfwithexcitement,there'sahouseI'mviewingafterwork.Iwentfromflathuntingto

properhousehunting.MrandMrsNxumalowantedtobuythehouseforus,butmy

independentwomanprideturneddowntheiroffer.I'veoptedforarenttobuyoption.It'sina

decentneighborhood,notfarawayfrommyworkandKhanya'sschool.Withahealthysalary

thatI'mreceiving,I'llbeabletoliveacomfortablelifestylenotluxuriousbutcomfortable.My

workisnotreallydemanding,it'sonlytowardsmonthendwhereIgettoputalittleeffortand

makesureeverythingrunssmoothly.I'llforeverbegratefultoMrsNxumaloforhelpingmegain

backmyindependence.Imostlyworkwithguys,theonlytwofemalesaremyselfandthe

receptionistladybythenameofGrace.She'sveryshyanddowntoearth.I'vetriedmaking

conversationsbutsheonlyanswerswhateverI'masking.I'vegivenuponhernow,it'sonlygood

morningandgoodbye.



AfterworkIreceivethegpscoordinatesfrommyestateagent.IreceiveamessagefromNka

informingmethathehaspickedupKhanya,minusonetrip.Iallowthegpstoleadmeandin

halfanhour.Imparkedoutsidethislovelyhouse,myestateagentisalreadywaitingexcitedly

forme.Herwidesmilegivesmehope,maybeshehasfoundwhatI'vebeenlookingfor.The

houselooksinvitingoutside.She'sonetalkativelady.It'sathreebedroomhouse,withasmall

kitchen,aco-joinedloungeandsittingroom.Iinstantlyfallinlovewiththegardenanda

swimmingpool.HelloMrsNxumalo,youbetterbeonthelookoutthenextgardenladyisabout

tobeunleashed.Icanalreadyseeit,medoingthegardenwhileKhanyaisplayingbythepool.

OrmaybeonelazySaturdayI'llteachKhanyahowtoswim.I'msowrappedupinmyown

fantasywhenMelindamyestateagentpatsmyback.

MELINDA:"Iknewyou'dloveit,isn'titperfect"

OKUHLE:"I'mdefinitelytakingitandmovinginSaturday"

MELINDA:"HowIlovehappyclients,there'sjustpaperworkweneedtogothrough.Thenthe

houseisyours,youcanevenmoveintomorrow"

OKUHLE:"wellletssortthepaperworkfirst,saturdayI'mmovinginasearlyaspossible"

MELINDA:"wellwhatarewewaitingfor,let'sgetstartedonthepaperwork"

OKUHLE:"thiscallsforcoffee,Isawasmallcafejustdowntheroad.Whatdoyousaywego

throughthepaperworkoveracupofcoffee"

MELINDA:"Girlyouareheavensent,Ihaven'thadapropermealtoday"

OKUHLE:"whatarewestillwaitinghereforthen"

MELINDA:"let'sgosister"

Weoptedforarestaurantinstead,MelindaorderedhermealwhileIindulgedonmycarribean

chickensalad.Wewentthrougheverypaperworkandaftertwohours,Iwalkedoutinthere

feelinglikeaboss.Whatanachievement,beingahouseowner.There'salotIneedtodobefore

havingaproperhouseopening.ThefirstpersonIcalledisJase,healmostdestroyedmy

eardrumsbyhisscreams.Nowhe'splanningthehousewarmingparty,talkabouthavingzero

chill.I'mdyingtosharethesenewswithmybrotherandparentsbutthatmeansIhavetoexplain

everythingfromscratch.IchosetowaittillI'mcertainit'sofficiallyoverbeforeinformingthem.

ThetopicitselfisdepressingespeciallywhenMaKhumalocrossesmymind.She'llprobably

warnmeagainstleavingNka,maybeit'sagoodthingtokeepthiswholethingasecret.Mymain

focusnowisgettingmylifetogetherandprovidingabetterlifeformybaby.ThemoneyNka

depositsforKhanyaalonecoversthehouseexpensebutIstillsaveforrainydays.Thelast



thingIneedisrunningtomyestrangedfianceforfinancialsupport.

I'mdrivingbackhomeinajollymood.Idecidetodrivetothenearestwoolworthsformyfavorite

wine.ThiscallsforcelebrationevenifitmeanshavingtwoglasseswhileKhanyaisasleep.I'm

definitelycelebratingthis.Iarriveathomeafter7pm,winterhasfinallycreepedinanditschilly

outside.Iopenthedoor,mybraincan'tcomprehendwhat'sinfrontofmyeyes.There'sawhole

romanticcandlelitdinnersetup,withrosepetals.IalmostthinkI'minthewronghouse.Iwas

certainwenolongerdoromanticsetupsinthishouse.He'sstandingtherelookingallkindsof

sexyinacrispywhiteshirt.Thiswasdeliberatelydone,heknowsmyweakness.Agood

smellingmanwearingawhiteshirt,thatwristwatchisalsoscreamingsexy.He'sofferingme

hishand,whattheheckI'mincelebratorymoodanyway.Letmejustgowiththeflow.Hepull

thechairformeandIfollowsuit,hesettlesoppositeme.TodayhemantainseyecontactandI

traceabitoffsadness,guiltandshame.

NKANYISO:"ItookKhanyatohergrannyandthankyouforjoiningme"

OKUHLE:"what'sthisallabout?"

I'mnotsopleasedwithhisdecisiontotakeKhanyawithoutinformingme.I'msousedcuddling

withmybaby.Iforseeanothersleeplessnight.Heseemsshakenbymyquestion,whatwashe

expecting.Iwon'tsinghimpraisesforthisminisetup.Afteralongpausehefinallyspeaks.

NKANYISO:"IoweyouanapologyMakaKhanya,forthejerkI'vebeenlately.Forkeeping

secrets,beingabsentandneglectingyou"

OKUHLE:"really,whatchangednow?Whydoyoufeeltheneedtoapologizenow?"

NKANYISO:"Ihaven'tbeenaloyalandcaringFiance.Idon'tknowhowmanytimes.I'vebeen

beatingmyselfforthis,I'mashamedLET-O.ThethingsI'vedonearenothingbutadisgraceto

me,youandourdaughter"

OKUHLE:"I'mfailingtounderstandwhendidyoubecomesoselfish,soselfcenteredNkanyiso"

NKANYISO:"Iacknowledgeallmywrongsandits

timeIowneduptomymistakes.Ineedtocomecleanbecausethishasbeenhauntingmesince

dayoneLET-O.Pleasepromiseyouwon'tleaveafterthis.Punishmelikeyou'vebeendoing,

drivemeinsanewithyourpartyingorclubbing.Justpromiseyouwon'tleave.I'mbeggingyou"



OKUHLE:"I'msorrybutIcan'tpromiseyouthat"

NKANYISO:"IdeserveitMakaKhanya,Ideservewhateveriscomingmyway"

OKUHLE:"pleasegettothepoint,Icertainlydon'thavethewholenighttosithereandlistento

yougoingincircles"

NKANYISO:"Canweeatfirstthen,I'vepreparedyourfavoritemeal"

Irollmyeyes,mytimeisbeingwasted.Ihaveabottleofwineinmyhandbackthatneedsallmy

attention.There'ssomuchthatneedstobecelebrated,mescoringthatjobevenifitwasby

connections.Myhouse,myveryownhome.I'mstillindisbelief,thisweekmustfly.Ihonestly

cantwaittomovein.Myphonehasbeenvibrating,mesagealerts.That'sdefinitelyJase

Hecallsmynamebringingmebacktolife.I'vebeencravinghonestybutnowI'mdreadingit.

Somethinginhiseyesverifymysuspicions.Idon'tthinkI'mreadytodiscoverallthehidden

skeletonsthismanhaveinhiscloset.Guesswecan'trunawayfromthetruthespeciallyafter

I'vebeenseekingitforsolong

NKANYISO:"LET-O,Ihavean8yearoldson"

OKUHLE:"what!"

NKANYISO:"he'smineLET-Oeventhednatestconfirmedit"

OKUHLE:"thoughtthiswholethingwasbasedonhonestyNka.GodIfeellikesuchafool"

NKANYISO:"Itisbasedonhonesty,trustmeIneverliedtoyounotevenonce"

OKUHLE:"thenhowdoyouexplainaneightyearoldsonNka,didyouforgettoinformme

aboutthatimportantdetailofyourlife"

NKANYISO:"Ididn'tknowabouthimallalongMakaKhanya.Mysonwasonlybroughttome

threemonthsbackLET-O"

OKUHLE:"AndyouonlychoosetotellmenowNka,Weren'twesupposetoshareeverything,

meandyou.Didn'twepromiseeachotherhonestyandtransparency.TalktomeNka!"

NKANYISO:"Icouldn'tbarethethoughtofhurtingyouLET-O.Ididn'twanttodestroyourfamily

butnowIrealisethatsamesecrethascausedariftbetweenus"

OKUHLE:"Wow,Ithoughtwehadsomethingspecial.Abondthat'sunbreakablebutnowI'mnot



sosure"

NKANYISO:"That'scompletelymyfaultMakaKhanya,IrealisenowthatIsupposetocome

straighttoyou.IthoughtIhaditallfiguredout,honestly.Theplanwastakingtheparternitytest

andcomingcleanrightaftergettingtheresults"

OKUHLE:"whatstoppedyouthenNka,whatstoppedyou!"

NKANYISO:"honestlyguiltLET-Oafterdismissingmysonandhismother,thesecondtime

whentheyapproachedme.IwasangryMakaKhanya,afterdealingwithmyfamilysituation.

Whentheyapproachedmethethirdtime,Ididn'tevenlooknortalktomysonthewholetripto

thedoctor.AfterthetestIrequestedtheuberforthemandwentonadrinkingspree."

OKUHLE:"whileIwascooking,cleaningandlookingafterourbaby"

NKANYISO:"whentestresultscamebackpositive,IwasashamedandguiltriddenLET-O"I

wantedtomakeupforallthetimesI'vemissedinhislife.That'swhereI'vebeenspendingmy

timeMakaKhanya"

OKUHLE:"what'shisname"

Heseemssurprisedbymyquestion,soamI.That'sthefirstquestionthatcametmymind.My

feelingsaboutthesenewfindingsareunknown,eventome.I'mnumbanddrained.Thisisthe

onlypartIhateaboutbeinganadult,facingsuchsituations.Lookslikethisbottlewillcomein

handyafterall.Helooksatmeandalittlesmileformsuponhisface.I'mbeingtestedtonight

NKANYISO:"lindokuhle,hisnameisLindokuhleAyabongasoontobeNxumalo"

OKUHLE:"thosearelovelynames"

Thatcomesoutaswhisper,whyamIsohurtbyallthis.Maybeitsthesparkleinhiseyewhen

hementionhisname,especiallythedeclarationthatcomeswithaNxumalosurname.Idon't

havethestaminatodealwithallthis,it'stoomuch.

NKANYISO:"Iknowit'salottotakeinnow.Ittookmeacoupleofweekstoacknowledgemy

son'spresenceinmylife"

OKUHLE:"I'mstrugglingtoprocessthiswholeinformation.MymindisrejectingtherealityI'm

presentedwithrightnow"



NKANYISO:"IcompletelyunderstandLET-O,myonlyregretisnotcomingcleanearlier.Iturned

intoalcoholbecauseofmycowardlyways.I'velostcountofallthetimes,Istoodtheredrunk

tryingtofindawaytotellyou.Iwaitedfortheperfecttime,tryingtofindtherightwords.The

longerIkeptthissecret,theharderitbecametospillit"

OKUHLE:"I'mexhausted,Ineedtosleepandprocessallthis.Idon'tknowwhathurtsmethe

most,thefactthatyouneglecteduswhilebondingwithyoursonoryouprovingthatI'mnot

importantenoughtobeinformedofalifechangingsituation."

NKANYISO:"I'llgiveyouallthetimeyouneed.Pleasedont"

OKUHLE:"Don'twhatNkanyiso!Don'tleave!Isthatallyoucareabout!Meleaving,isthatmore

importanttoyou!"

NKANYISO:"Ican'tdothiswithoutyouMakakhanya.Ineedmyfamilynowmorethanever"

OKUHLE:"Hahaha!Wowyourfamily!Dowenowmattertoyou!Afterthreefuckenmonths,

waitmakeitfourmonthsNka!Fourmomthsofbeingneglectedwhileyouwereplayinghappy

familywithyourson!"

NKANYISO:"myloveplease,Ipromisetochangeallmyways.Let'sstartonaclean

slate,promiseI'llbeabettermanthistimearound.Nomoresecrets,pleasegiveusanothet

chance"

OKUHLE:"Didyoufuckanyoneduringthisperiodwewereapart"

Heshamefullylooksdown.Thatfeelingagain,Isworenevertoletanothermancrushme.The

painisworsethanwhatI'veexperiencedwithmyfirstheartbreak.Mylungsareclosingin,I'm

sweating.Mykneesfeelweak.I'mheartbroken,rightnowIneedmyownspacetoprocess,cry,

screamandbeasvulnerableasIfeel.Igatherenoughstrengthtostandup.Thefoolalso

stands.Whyismypatiencebeingtestedtonight.Can'tIbeleftalonejustthisonce.Hefallson

hiskneesandstartsbegging.I'mdrowninginmyownpaintoevenentertainthispettyact.Iturn

mybackandwalkawayasweakasmykneesfeelbutImanagetodragmyselftotheguest

room.Ilockthedoorbehindme.Ithrowmyselfonthebed,burymyfaceinthepillowand

screammylungsout.Thepainistoomuchtobear.He'sknockingandbeggingmetoopenthe

door.Eveywordheuttersisfollowedbyasniff.

NKANYISO:"mylovepleaseopenforme.Wedon'tevenhavetotalk.Ijustwanttoholdyou

tonight.PleaseMakakhanyadon'tshutmeout.Webothneedeachother.Youdon'thavetodeal

withthispainalone.Pleaseallowmetofixthis,tofixus"



Thismanhadnodifficultyinleavingmeallaloneforthepastthreemonths,nowthatIseriously

needhimtoleavemealonehe'snagging.Doesn'thehavesomewheretobe,cantheattendto

hisotherfamily.Whyishesodesperateforustofixthingsnow.There'ssomethingdefinitely

wrongwiththeoppositesexingeneral.HewasmissinginactionwhenIneededhimthemost,

nowthatIdesperatelyneedhimtoleavemealonehecan't.Anextremelygooddayendedona

badnote.Isitbadthough?I'vefinallyreceivedthetruthmyheartwasyearningfor,nowIcan't

handleit.Myhandbag,shitIforgotitunderthetable.Thatwinewould'vecomeinhandyright

now.Whatsucksevenmoremyphoneisalsotrappedinthatverysamebag.Whyisthe

universesoagainstmetonight.

NKANYISO:"mylovepleaseletmein.Ipromisenottonag,canIjustholdyoutonightplease"

I'vesurvivedthreefullmonthswithoutcuddling.WhatmakeshimthinkIneedtobeheld,

especiallytonight.Itaketwopanados,theheadachefromcrying.Themirrorreflectsawoman

that'sbroken,sadandvulnerable.IlookcloserandwhatIseeisaverystrongwoman,whohas

beenthroughalotbutmanagedtorisebackup.Withherswolleneyesfromcrying."Thistoo

shallpass"Iutterthosewordstomyself.Asmilethatcreepsupmyfacewhenanimageofmy

newhousepopsupinmyhead.That'sitI'mleavingthismiserablehouse,onlyfewmoredaysto

go

Insert111

Threeweekslater.Thepleasureofcarryingmyhouseandcarkeysinonehand.It'sbeena

challengingthreeweeksoffurnishingmyhome,jugglingworkandmotherhoodallatonce.I've

skippedtwosundayluncheswiththeNxumalo'ssimplybecauseofLindokuhle'spresence.

Don'tgetmewrong,IhavenothingagainsthimbutI'mnotreadytomeethimasyet.He'smy

daughter'sbrotherandhaseveryrighttovisithisgrandparents.Khanyaiscrazyabouthim,she

randomlyshoutshisname.FromwhatI'veheardhesoundslikeagoodboy.onedayhopefully

soonwhenI'mhealedandemotionallystableI'lllovetomeethim.Jaseisplanningahouse

warminginthenextcomingtwoweeks.Hehasthiswholepoolthemegoing,howwillhe

persecuteallthatinthiscold.I'llprobablybesittingnexttomyheaterwatchingallthepool

madnessunfoldingoutsidemywindow.Winterisnotmyfavoriteseason,tomakematters

worseI'msingle.NotthatImind,ratherthatthanspendingcoldnightsalone.Nomatterhow

muchItrytoavoidNka'sinfedility,whoheshaggedstillSparksmycuriosity.SometimesIlie

awakewonderinghowmanywomendidhegetitonwithwhileIwaskeepingourbedwarm.

Thesethoughtsarealwaysaccompaniedwiththe"fuckit"statement.



Everyoneinthisofficehasbeengoinginsanepreparingfortheboss'ssonreturn.Apparently

he'sanassholewhothinkstheworldrevolvesaroundhim.He'sfussyandwantthingsdonehis

way.Gracehasbeentoogenerouswiththatinformation.She'smoreworkedupbythisspoiled

bratcomingback.Theysayneverjudgeapersonaccordingtootherpeople'sviews,butIdon't

likehimalready.Idecidetoleavethemdiscussinghowmiserablelifeisabouttobecomeinthe

office.I'mbeingcalledatthereceptionistforadelivery.It'sprobablyworkrelated,Ihardly

receiveanyparcels.There'saguywithabeautifulcombinationofredrosesandwhitelilly

bouquet.Mxolisiandbrianareteasingmeofhavingasecretadmirer,Graceisallsmiles.The

sarcasticlaughthinkingthesecretmanbehindthisisadmiringonthewrongperson.It'sa

beautifulgesturebetweenlovers,notme.Ilocatethenoteanditreads"Hopetheseflowerswill

brightenupyourday.Khanya'sdad"eveyoneiscuriouslywaitingformetoreadoutloudthe

message.Ijustsmileandleavethemtherecuriositykillingthem.The"wow,reallynow"follows.

Bunchofnosypeople.

I'mtakingmyflowershome.Ilovethecombinationandthemessageexcludingthesender.It's

thesameroutineafterworkbuttonightKhanyaisspendingthenightwiththeNxumalo's.Soit's

justme,myselfandI.ThefirsttwoweekdaysofKhanya'sabsenceendedupwithJasegetting

aninvite.Butnottodaysomemetimeisseriouslyneeded.Thismeansnocookingalso,sotake

awayitis.Aftergrabbingmycomfortfood,thetriphomeisenjoyablelisteningtomy

uncensoredhiphopjamz.It'snoteverydaywhereIgettosingalongtonickiminaj'sganjaburn

freely.OnceI'mparkedandmadesureallthedoors,gatesincludingwindowsarelocked.Isoak

myselfinabubblebathanddwellinmyownthoughts.Ineedtoaddanextrablanket,my

cuddlingbuddyisnotaround.Iindulgeinjunk,callingKhanyabeforebedtimeresultsinmeand

MrsNxumalocatchupsession.TheplanwastowatchachickflickinmybedroomuntilIfall

asleepbutaknockdisturbsme.

IhardlyknowanyoneinthisneighborhoodandJasenormallycallsbeforecoming.Theplanisto

remainsilentaspossibleuntilwhoeverisontheothersideofthedoorgivesupandleave.

Besideshowdidtheyevengetin.Myheartrategoesonhundredrealquick,thinkingofthe

dangerI'mpossiblyin.Withthehighrateofwomanbeingrapedandkilled.Igrababutcherknife

andprepareforwar,atleastI'lldietrying.I'mnotabouttomakethingseasierformyattacker.

I'msigningupforthosedefenceclasslessons.

FinallyNkanyisoshoutsmynamefromoutside.Hestartsbeggingmetoopenthedoorforhim.

Myplantoignorehimfaildismallywhenhestartsgettingloud.ThisisnottheimpressionIwant

tobefamousforinthisneighborhood.I'mfacedwithaverytipsyNkanyisouponopeningthe

door.Bythelookofthingshefell,that'sexactlywhatyougetclimbingoverpeople'shighgates.

You'llendupbitingthedust,I'mdefinitelyputtingtheelectricfenceoverthisgateandwalls



monthend.

NKANYISO:"canIpleasecomein,it'sfreezingoutside"

OKUHLE:"reallyNka,whywouldyouclimboverthegatelikeathiefinthenight"

NKANYISO:"I'msosorryMakaKhanya,youhaven'tbeenreturningmycallsandIhadtocome

seeifyouareokay"

Imove,allowinghimaccesstocomein.It'sfreezingcoldoutsideandthismanisn'tdressed

warmly.Hestartsshiveringassoonashegetsinsidethehouse.Goodnessthismanis

somethingelse.Mypeacefulquitenighthasnowbeingspoiled.

NKANYISO:"IknowI'mcrossingtheline,youprobablyhateeverythingaboutmenow.TonightI

couldn'thelpmyself,notevenalcoholfilledthayvoid"

OKUHLE:"AreyouintentionallytryingtogetsickNka?"

NKANYISO:"NotascoldasIfeelinsideLET-O"

OKUHLE:"whileyourassisfishingforpneumonia,rememberthere'stwoinnocentsouls

lookinguptoyou"

NKANYISO:"reallyMakaKhanya,whatkindofrolemodelamItomykids.I'veruinedthemost

preciousthingthat'severhappenedtome"

OKUHLE:"let'snotevengothere,comeI'llfixyouahotbath.JustafriendlyreminderI'm

installingtheelectricfenceallaroundthispremises.Nexttimeyoufeellikeplayingspiderman,

yourasswillbefried"

Hesmiles,theNkaIknowwould'velaughedhisassoff.Thismanstandinginfrontofmeis

emotional.I'mnotevengonnaentertainthat.Ipreparehisbathandleavehimtoit.NowImust

sharemymealwithhimaswell.Funnyhow,Iwould'vethrownhimoutfewweeksago.There'sa

senseofpeaceandacceptance.Isthisthepeacethatsurpassesallunderstandingthat

everyonealwayspreachabout.IfthisisthepeacethenIprayitdoesn'tdesertmeanytimesoon.

There'sahugeassgasheater,aftertwentyminutesofputtingiton.Itfeeelswarmandhomely

.Heemergesfromthebathroomwearingmygown.I'mbeingtested,whydoesitseemlikewe

aregettingcomfortablenow.Iofferhimsomeofmyfood.Heeatswithoutanyshame,thisman

lookstarved,withinsecondshisplateisclean.That'sdefinitelynotmyproblemanymore.He



helpsdrythetwoplates,italmostfeelslikeoldtimes.

NKANYISO:"IhaveonelastfavortoaskMakaKhanya"

OKUHLE:"youareinnopositiontoaskforfavors.You'vedisturbedmymovienight,woremy

gownwithoutmypermission,climbovermygateandIhadtosharemymeal."

NKANYISO:"I'vedonetoomuchdamageforonenight,haven'tI?"

OKUHLE:"Isthatatrickquestion?"

NKANYISO:"no,canIborrowyourgownjustfortonight.PromiseI'llbringitbacktomorrow"

OKUHLE:"I'llborrowyouononecondition,ifyoutakeittonight.PleaseleaveitwithKhanya's

grannyI'llfetchitthere"

NKANYISO:"ow,guessI'lltakethatoption"

OKUHLE:"it'sadealandthanksfortheflowersearliertoday,theyarelovely"

NKANYISO"thepleasureisallmineMrsm,aahMakaKhanya"

Theconversationwasflowingoveracupofcoffee.WetalkedaboutrandomthingstillIstarted

yawning.Hewasn'tjokingaboutthegownstory,hetookhisclothesandleftwearingmygown.

Apinkandwhitefloralgown,wondersshallneverend.Wow,Idon'tbelievethetime.It'salmost

11pm,mygoodness.I'lldefinitelyfeelthisthenextmorning.Ibrowsethroughmysocial

networksbeforeretiringtobed.Imissmycuddlingpartner,ansmspopsupfrommyscreen.

"Gothomesafe,thanksforeverything.GoodnightMakaKhanya".I'mdefinitelynotreplyingto

thismessage.Assoonasmyheadhitsthepillow.Hellolalaland

Insert112

Thatdamnalarmagain!Whydowehavetoworkinwinter.Istartweighingmyoptions,okayI'm

intheprocessofbuyingahouse.Withthatsaid,Imovemyassfromthebedintothebathroom.

Agirlneedsthatmuchmotivationtokeepgoing.Aftertidyingupandpreparinglunch,I'mready

toleave.Boots,skinnyjeansandcoatsaretheorderoftheday.ImissdrivingmyKhanyato

creche,listeningtothenurseryrhymesplaylistandwatchhersingingexcitedly.Someofthe

wordsIcan'tevenmakeout.Igrabbreakfastandacupofcoffeatmugg&bean.I'mearlierthan

usualtoday.It'sapproachingmonthend,there'salottocover.Igetrightonit,theminuteI'm



settledbehindmydesk.There'saknockatthedoor.Ishoutforwhoeverknockingtocomein.

Gracepeepsthroughthedoorsbeforecomingin.

GRACE:"Girlthere'sacommotiongoingonoutside,I'mafraiditinvolvesyou"

OKUHLE:"Girlwhat'sgoingon"

GRACE:"Pleasecomebeforehelooseit"

OKUHLE:"who?Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

GRACE:"hurrybeforeBanzifiresallofus"

OKUHLE:"whothehellisBanzi"

GRACE:"come,please"

WhothefuckisBanzitohaveGracesoworkedupsoearlyinthemorning.WhyamIdragged,is

hesomekindofGod.Shepullsmeallthewaytotheparkinglot.Imassumingthisistheguy

thathasGracesoscared.ThisBanziguyisstandingnexttomycarwithhishandsinsidehis

pockets.

BANZI:"areyoutheownerofthiscar.Isuggestyoufindanotherparkinglotasinnow.This

specificparkingisreservedfortheCEO.Getmoving.HejumpsintohisMercedesAMGA45and

reverse,givingmeenoughspacetovacantthe"CEOreservedparkingspot".Therumoursare

confirmedthisguyistherudestspoiledbrat,I'veevercomeacross.WithinsecondsI'mparked

inanoppositeparkingspot.Gracelookslikeshe'sabouttopeeinherpants.Hedoesn't

intimidatemenotevenonebit.Irefusetobeintimidatedbyamotherfuckerwhowears

sunglassesinacloudlywintermorning.Whothehelldoesthat.Graceisnowhereinsight,so

quick.Whendidsheleave?Shedraggedmeout,andditchedmewiththisloser.Iburymyselfin

apileofpaperwork.Therestofthedaygoesbysmoothlywithoutanyinterruptionsorbumping

into"MrCEOparkingspot".WaittillJasehearsaboutthis.

Todayit'sextracold.MrsNxumalocametofetchKhanyaearlyinthemorning.She'sbunking

daycaretospendadaywithhergranny.Apparentlyit'stoocoldforhertoattendandshemight

catchacoldfromotherkids.Perksofhavingagranny,thegranddaughterseemedexcited

bunkingdaycare.Jaseisstillproceedingwiththehousewarmingplans.Thethemehasn't

changedeventhoughtheweatherisagainstit.Grabbingacupofcoffeehasbecomemy

everydayroutine.JustlikeanyotherdayIsettleinmyoffice.Switchontheheaterandstart



withmydailyduties.Hebudgesinmyofficewithoutknocking,howrude.Iliftmyeyesjustto

givehimonelookandcarryonwithmywork.

BANZI:"Howdoyoubreathinhere,there'snoventilation.It'shumidandstuffy"

I'mnotabouttoentertainsomeonewholacksmannersandrespect.Hedoesn'tknocknorgreet.

What'swiththesunglassobsession,there'sareasonwhytheyarecalledsunglasses.

BANZI:"Sorrymiss.Ididn'tquitecatchyourname."

OKUHLE:"weweren'tformallyintroduced,sotherewon'tbeanycatchingofnames"

BANZI:"feisty,huuh"

OKUHLE:"Ifyoudon'tmind,Ihavealotofpaperworktosortout"

BANZI:"soundslikeI'mbeingdismissed"

OKUHLE:"Ifthere'snothingworkrelatedtodiscusscanyoupleaseexcuseme"

BANZI:"Asamatteroffact,there'salittlecrisisthatrequiresyourhelp"

OKUHLE:"I'mallears"

BANZI:"followmetomyoffice,Icanbarelybreathinhere.Nooffense"

OKUHLE:"nonetaken,afteryou"

Hisofficewindowsarewideopen,inthisfreezingweather.HesettlesinhisseatandI'mpraying

whatevercrisishehasdoesn'trequiremetositinthisoffice.Idon'tthinkI'llsurvivefifteen

minutesinthismortuary.Hepullsathickfileandgetsdowntobusiness.There'scoupleof

invoicesthatdoesn'tbalanceandit'salwayspatterningoneparticulardriver.Thefiledatesback

oneyearago,nowImustlocateallhistripsheetsandinvoices.There'ssomeoneinchargeof

allthisworkbuthespecificallychoseme.He'sintentionallypunishingmeforwhatgoodreason,

Idontknow.ItakethishugeassfileandattempttoleavebeforeIfreezetodeath.

BANZI:"Missuhmm,Ineedfeedbackbeforetheendofbusinessday"

OKUHLE:"consideritdone"



BANZI:"willyoubesokindastocallMaPhumiformeorBetteryetaskhertobringmeone

strongcupofcoffee.SheknowsexactlyhowIlikeit"

OKUHLE:"IsthatallSir"

BANZI:"Closethedooronyourwayout"

"closethedooronyourwayout"IimitatehimassoonasI'moutside.Thatmanisdefinitelyona

missiontomakemylifedifficult.Herubsmeoffthewrongway,goodness.I'llkillhimwith

professionalismthisone,hedoesn'tknowme.AssoonasIdeliverthemessagetoMaPhumi,

sherollshereyes.GladI'mnottheonlyone,who'sannoyedbythisbrat.Iburymyselfinthe

paperwork.FourhourslaterI'veresolvedthemysteryandcompiledalltheevidence,shamethis

driverisdefinitelylosinghisjob.Myneckisstrainedfromallthepaperwork.I'mhungryandin

desperateneedoffood.Justlikeanyothernormalperson.Iknockonhisoffice,thefooldoesn't

eveninvitemein.Itonlytakesmetenminutesmaximumtoexplainallmyfindingstohim.The

bastardisimpressedeventhoughhewon'tadmit.Asimplethankyouwould'vebeennice,

especiallyafterputtingmyworkonholdtosolvehiscrisis.Iwalkoutofhisofficefeelinglikea

boss.Afterbeingsetupforfailure,Icameoutvictorious.

ExhaustionismymiddlenamebythetimeIknockoffatwork.Idrivestraighthome.Mrs

Nxumaloinformedmeearlierthatshe'stakingKhanyaforafewdays.Irunmyselfabubblebath

andfixmyselfthemorningleftovers.Isoakmyselfinthebubblebathwhilecatchingupwith

jase.Apparentlythere'sapotentialmaninhislifebutit'sstillearlydaysforfriendsintroduction.

Icompletelyagree,sometimesweneedtoindulgeintheromancebeforeinvolvingfriendsand

families.Finallyhehasdecidedtotakeachanceinlove.Hesoundsgenuinelyhappy,wejoke

aboutsendingaPItodigoutdirtonhisnewpartner.Wedon'twantanotherepisodeofMkhulu

baerecurring.AftervideocallingKhanyaI'myawning,apopmessagefromNkasendingmea

goodnighttext.Isimplyreplywithagoodnight.Checkingifeverythingislockedbeforeheading

tobedisthemostimportantexercise.Thishasbeenoneheckofaday.Ifallasleep

immediatelyaftergettingunderthecovers.

Insert113

It'sbeenonehecticweekwith"MrCeo"barkingordersandoverworkingme.I'vecometothe

conclusionthatMandoesn'tlikemeandthefeelingismutual.Hefindsthemostridiculous

pettythingsandaddthemontopofmyworkload.He'sdoingitonpurposejusttogetsome

kindofreactionfromme.Iwilldenyhimthatsatisfactionuntilhegoesbacktotheunitedstates



ofAmerica.Howcanonepersombesospiteful.Apparentlyheneverstaysforoveramonth.I'm

onaseriouscountdowntillthathappens,themonthseemstobedragging.TodayI'mpickingup

Khanya,it'sbeenthreedaysandIterriblymissher.I'mspendingthisweekndindoorswithmy

daughter.Theweatherpermits,Iswitchoffmydailymorningalarm.I'mstillparkedoutsidemy

workplace,catchingupwithJase.Everyothersecondwordthatcomesoutofhismouthisbae.

Mogheyisreallywhipped,cupidhasdoneanumberonhim.Igetanupdatealsoonthehouse

warmingpreparations.Goodness!There'salsoatheme,Caribbeanthemeinthiscold.Shamehe

cancountmeout.I'mnotabouttodeliberatelycatchacoldjustbecauseofsometheme.Igeta

shockofmylifewhensomeoneknocksonthesidemirrorofmycar.Ialmostdropmyphone.I

rollmyeyes,thedevildoesn'tseizeintestingme.Whatdoeshewant.Irolldownmywindow.

BANZI:"forsomeonewhowasinarushtogohome.Youseemquiterelaxed,parkinglotvibes"

OKUHLE:"It'sgoodvibrationsonlyonthissideofparkingspace,youshouldtryitsometime".

BANZI:"stillholdinggrudgesovertheparkinglotscenario,Isee"

OKUHLE:"notatall.Asamatteroffact,there'snothingspecialaboutyourparkingspace.It's

notlikeyourpetroltankautomaticallygetsfilledwhenyouparkthere.It'sjustaparkingspace,

thedifferenceitsclosertothedoor."

BANZI:"Itsavesmetimeandunnecessaryexercise,walking"

OKUHLE:"yetyoustandinghere,somuchforunnecessaryexercise,walking"

Hesmirks,shakeshisheadandputshishandsinsidehispockets.Mylevelofsarcasmisn'tfor

thefainthearted.Icontinuetypingonmyphone.Jaseisridiculousnow,hewantsmale

strippersforlateron.Ismellaminipartyloading.WhydoIsensethisisgoingtobebiggerthan

expected.Myhousewarmingideawashavingfewclosepeopleover,eating,music,drinkingand

sleepingearlyaround8or9pm.Ishould'vetrustedmyinstinctsandneverallowJasetotake

over.Heclearshisthroat,howrude.Irollmyeyesdramaticallyandwatchhim.Anothersmirk

fromthismotherfuckerandI'malreadyannoyed.Istartmycarandtakeoff.Hedrivespastme

infullspeed.Bloodyshow-off!

IdrivestraighttotheNxumalo'sresidence,tonightI'llbesleepingnexttomycuddlingpartner.

I'vemissedhereventhoughshekicksmeatnight.Surprisinglythat'swhatImissthemost.

Theirhelperbuzzmein,beinghereremindsmeofthesundaylunches.I'veskippedthreesofar.

It'sstillquitewarmbutthere'sthatwinterbreezethatcan'tbeignored.Ihearsmallgiggles,

that'sdefinitelyKhanya.Nowondersheprefersbeinghere.Ifollowthevoices,theyare



probablyplayingbytheswings.Kidsherearefortunate,theyhavetheirplayingareasituated

neartheswimmingpool.Tothinkwehadtowalkagoodtwentyminutestoreachthe

communityparkwhichonlyhadswings,merrygoroundandthreeslides.Heretheyevenhave

trampoline,junglegym,swingsandallthoseotherfancythings.Soundslikethere'scoupleof

kidsplaying.

TheretheyareplayinginthetrampolineundersupervisionbyyourtrulyMrsNxumalo.Without

anyshadowofdoubt,that'sLindokuhle.He'sareplicaofNkanyiso.Complexion,bodystructure,

eyes.Khanyaspotsme,shescreamsmamaandcomesrunningtome.MrsNxumaloisall

smiles,NkanyisojunioralsojoinsKhanya.Ihugthembothatthesametime,morelikeagroup

hugandtheygiggle.Oureyesmeet,hesmiles.HiseyesareshutjustlikeNka'swhenhesmiles.

Khanyasoundslikeastuckrecordrepeatingtheword"mamadlaya".Itsoundssocutecoming

fromthosesmalllipsofhers.I'mhavingahardtimelettinggoofthesetwo.Icrushtheminmy

arms,theemotionsareslowlycreepingin.I'minlovewithboththeselittlesouls.Hewipesone

tearthatescapedmyeye.

LINDOKUHLE:"areyousadmama,whyareyoucrying"

Thetearscomeinfullforce.Iliftmyhead,MrsNxumaloisalsointears.Idon'tblameher

though.Ican'tevenexplainthismoment,theseemotions.Havingbothoftheminmyarmsjust

feelsright.There'sasenseoffulfillmentthatjustwashedoverme.Hecontinuetowipemy

tears.Khanyaisblinkingrapidly,thisdramaticlittledivaistryingtoforcetears.Himcallingme

mamafeltsoright.Hesquintshiseyesatme,exactlywhathisfatherdoeswhenheexpectsan

answer.

OKUHLE:"NoI'mnotsad,I'mactuallyhappy"

Helookspuzzledbymyresponse,thesquintingoftheeyesagain.Khanyaisshoweringmewith

kisses.I'vebeentoldtoenjoythisstagewhileitlast.SoonI'llbedeniedthesekissesorforced

togivetheminsecrecybecauseshe'llbetooshytodishtheminpublic.I'mtakingtheseadvices

quiteseriouslybutrightnowIneedtoexplainwhyhappinessinvolvestearsthistimearound.

OKUHLE:"Mamaishappytofinallymeetyou,thesearecalledtearsofjoy."



LINDOKUHLE:"butourteachertoldus,peoplecrywhentheyaresadandunhappy"

OKUHLE:".Don'tworrysoonyouwillunderstandwhysometimesadultscrywhentheyare

happy"

LINDOKUHLE:"Soit'sonlychildrenthatcrywhentheyaresadandunhappy"

OKUHLE:"Mamawillexplainproperlyoneday"

LINDOKUHLE:"SoIcancallyoumama?"

OKUHLE:"ofcourseyoucan"

Hesetshimselffreefrommyembraceandstartssinging"Ihavetwomums"kidswillalwaysbe

kids.IjoinMrsNxumaloandwewatchthelittlerascalsjumpingupanddownonthetrampoline.

Wecatchup,it'sbeenaminute.Lindoonlyarrivedfewhoursago.MrsNxumalolooksatmelike

I'vecompletelylostmymindwhenIinformherthatI'mtakingbothkidswithmetonight.After

spendingalmostthreehoursattheNxumalo'sresidence.Meandmykidsleaveaverybored

MrsNxumalobehind,tomorrowI'lldrivethembacktotheirgranny.Wegrabtakeawaysonour

wayhome.Lindoissuchaninquisitivechild,I'vebeenansweringquestionsnon-stop.SomeI

promisetoanswerlater,healwayscatchmeoffguardwithsomeofthequestions.

AftersupperItucktheminbedandwatchthemsleeping.Weareallsleepinginmybedroom.I

can'triskLindosleepingbyhimself,whatifhesleepwalksorwakesupatnightfroma

nightmareinunfamiliarsurroundings.Thiswholetime,Iwasn'treadytomeethimandnowI'm

sofondofhim.He'sNkanyiso'sphotocopy.Myphoneisringing,it'sNka.Whatifhe'snothappy

withmetakingLindowithouthispermission.Idecidenottoanswerhiscalls,thelastthingI

needishavingsomeonescreamingatmeaftersuchahecticweek.Amessagecomesthrough

fromhimitreads

"thankyouMrsme,hopeyouguyshadafabuloustimetogether.Goodnightmyfamily"luckily

he'snotangry,waitwhyamIsmilingsomuch.Whatever,I'tsprobablyexhaustiongettingthe

betterofme.Ijoinmylittlecutiesinbed.

Insert114

What'swithkidsandwakingupearlyduringweekends.Ihardlyslept,thekicksfromboththese

rascals.Theyareawakeandplaying.I'mdefinitelytakingthemtotheirgrannylatertoday.Idrag



myselffromthebedasexhaustedasIam.I'mnotafanofenergydrinksbutrightnowI

desperatelyneedone.It'sbathtimefirst,changeofclothesandbreakfast.Theydemand

weetbix,bunchofstrangekidschoosingcerealsoverbaconandeggs.Aftereatingtheywatch

cartoonswhileI'mcleaning.Twohourslaterwearepreparingforourfunday.Theweather

doesn'tallowanyoutdooractivities.Ioptforlunchandmoviesatthemall.Wecan'tbecooked

upinthishousethewholeday.NkacallswhileI'mdrivingout,afterinforminghimofourplans.

Hepromisetojoinusatthemallinfewminutes.Ifirsttakethemtoijump,theexcitementkids

haveoverjumpingupanddown.Thisisquitenice,adultsarejumpingandhavingfunwiththeir

kids.Afterwatchingthemenjoyingthemselvesforcoupleofminutes.Idecidetotakeoffmy

sneakersandjoininthejumpingfrenzy.Mykidsaremorethanhappytoseemeinthishuge

trampoline.

Ihaven'tbeensocarefreeinalongwhile.Aflashlightcatchesmyeye,whyishedoingthis.Aftet

takingafewsnapsofus,hetakesoffhisshoesandjoininthefun.Howdidhelocateus,owthe

messageIsenttohim earliersuggestingdifferentideasofkeepingthekidsoccupiedand

entertained.Thekidsgocrazyassoonashejoinsus.AtfirstIjoinedtokeepacloserwatchon

thekidsbutnowI'mtotallyenjoyingmyself.Afterhavingfunjumpingupanddown,weare

farmished.Anotherdebateonwhereweshouldeat,kidsandmacdonalds.I'mcravingseafood

butsometimessacrificeshavetobemadetopleasethelittleone's.Afterlunchwehead

straighttothemovies.Anothersacrificewatchinga3danimationmovie.It'salmost6pmwhen

wedrivetotheNxumalo'sresidence,Nkaisdrivingbehindme.Mypassengersarefastasleep

bythetimewereachourdestination.Nkacomesinveryhandycarryinghislittlerascalsfrom

thecartotheirbeds.MrsNxumaloisecstatichavinghergrandkidsback.

Nkaaskaliftfromme,hecomesupwithaverylameexcuse.Apparentlyhisextremelytiredto

driveandhiseyesaresore.Heclaimstohaveablurryvision,isn'tthistoosudden.From

someonewhoneverhadeyeproblems,thisisquestionable.I'mtootiredtodebateoverhis

"mysteriouseyeproblems".AssoonasItakeoffhestartssnoring,thedevilneverseizetorest

whenitcomestotestingme.Idecidenottowastemytime,patienceandenergy.Thenextstop

ismyhouse,thestrengthtodrivetohisplaceandwakehimafterwardsisgone.Ishouldbethe

onesleepingonthispassengerseat,aftermysleeplessnightandearlymorning.Nowonder

thosetoopassedoutafterthemovie.Khanyaissuchacharacter,shekeptbotheringLindo

throughoutthewholemovie.Callinghisname,peepingthroughhisfaceanddemandingtosit

onhislap.Shedoesn'tunderstandthecinemaconceptasyet,nexttimeshe'sremainingbehind.

Noways,thismanisgenuinelysleeping.Whosleepsocomfortablyinapassengersseat.At

firstIthoughthewaspretendingbuthe'sout.owhowImissthissight.Ispendthenextfifteen

minutesdoingnothingbutfeedingmyeyestothepleasantsightinfrontofme.It'sonlythe



snoresthatgivesawaythediscomfortofsleepinginacarseat.Ishakehimlightly,afterthe

thirdattempt.Hefinallyopenshiseyesandhelazilysmilesatme.Ifindmyselfsmilingback.

OKUHLE:"Youcertainlydidn'tthinkIwasgoingtocarryyouinsidenow,didyou?"

NKANYISO:"youcanmanageI'velostalotofweight"

OKUHLE:"afterdrivingyoursleepyasshome,noways"

NKANYISO:"pleasemommy.MyfeetaresoreIdoubtI'mcapableofwalkingbymyself"

OKUHLE:"theonlypersonwhoneedstobecarriedinsideisme.Ihardlysleptyourkidswere

practicingtheirkarateonme.Thismorningtheywokemeupsoearly.I'mexhausted"

WhyamIgettingemotionalnow.Iwasabsolutelygoodthismorning.Ibangthecardoorbehind

me.Hefollowsme.Ifeelmyselfbeingliftedfromtheground.Forsomeonewhocomplained

aboutlosingweight,hisarmsareevenmorestrongerthanbefore.Thismanhasbeenvisiting

thegymmoreoftenthanbefore.Ican'thelpmyself,I'msmilingfromeartoear.Whenwasthe

lasttimeIwascarriedlikeababy.Oureyesmeet,there'sthisundeniablechemistry.Ifeltitthe

lasttimeherockeduponmydoorsteptipsyanddirty.I'mavoidingeyecontactaltogetherbut

hisgazeisonme.Iburymyfaceinhischest,thefamiliarscent.Thathomelyfeeling,my

stomachturns.There'satickilishsensationgoingoninmytummy,butterflies.Aftersuchalong

time,myheartbeatisbeatingirregular.Weareinthemiddleofthelounge,seemslikethisman

hasnointentionsofputtingmedown.ButdoIwanthimtoputmedown?Therearenowords

spoken,thisisoneofthosebeautifulquitemomentsthatrequirescommunicationbetweenthe

twohearts.Somethingisbotheringmethough,theitchbetweenmythighs,thetwitchonmy

clitsandthepoolforminginmyundies.Coulditbesowrongofmetoallowthismomentto

progressintosomethingintimate.WouldIbewrongforgivingintomysexualcravings.

NKANYISO:"Happynow,seeIcarriedyou"

Irecognizethathuskyhornyvoice.Ibitmylowerlipwhilestaringdeepintohiseyes.Answering

nowwillgiveitallaway,Idon'ttrustmyvoicenormyselfatthispresentmoment.Iseehislips

movingbutmymindisonanotherlevelalready.Isuckonmylowerlip.Lust,starvationand

desireareatwork,thatwasn'tdeliberatelydone.I'mslowlylosingmymorals.Givingittomy

fiancedoesn'tdubmeasahoenowordoesit?Mymoralsareslowlyvanishing.Iseriouslyneed

tocoolmyselfdown.Iwalktothekitchenandputthekettleon



OKUHLE:"coffee?"

NKANYISO:"huuh"

OKUHLE:"NkanyisoNxumalo!"

HebettertalkbeforeIjumphim.Ipourmyselficecoldwaterfromthefridge,maybetheglass

willbringmebacktomysenses.Myniplesinstantlygetserectduetothecoldnessofthiswater.

Ican'tevendrinkthisglassfinish.Heasksfortheglassofwaterinstead,theicecoldwater.

Probablytocalmdownthatbuldgeinhispants.Hestandsnexttomeandwearebothsipping

onicecoldwater.It'sveryfunnyweenduplaughing.

NKANYISO:"icecoldwaterhuuh"

OKUHLE:"it'sdoingthemost,cheers"

NKANYISO:"myinsidesarefreezingMakaKhanya"

OKUHLE:"hahaha!I'msocoldtomorrowI'llbebarkinglikeadog"

NKANYISO:"lol,Diditworkthough.Thecoldwatereffect"

OKUHLE:"partly"

NKANYISO:"asmuchasI'dlovetoturnyouaround,spankandburymyselfdeepinsideofyou

LET-O.I'drathersufferfromthiserectionandworktimelesslytoprovemyselftoyou.Iwantto

dothewholecourtingthingalloveragain,takeyououtondates.Iwanttoearnyourtrustagain

andhaveyoufallinginlovewithmealloveragain"

OKUHLE:"NkaI"

NKANYISO:"shh,I'mpreparedtowait.Trustmeit'sworthit,allowmetoprovemyselftoyou"

AllIdoisnod.WhatmorecanIsay.Themanhasspoken.Cometothinkofit,wouldn'tbeniceto

becourtedagainandtakenoutondates.I'mlovingthefactthathe'snotpressuringme,thefact

thatourfamiliesarenotinvolvedinanyofthismakesiteasier.GuessI'llhavetotakecareof

theitchmyselftonight,DIYbaby.Ishouldgetmyselfadildobecausemybodyalmostbetrayed

mefewmomentsago.



NKANYISO:"IhaveonelastrequestMrsme,canIcuddlewithyoutonight?"

Floodsagain,thethoughtofhismanhoodrubbingagainstmybumshasgotmehotand

botheredalloveragain.I'mvisitingthatsexshopsoonerthanexpected."Yes"Ireplywithmy

huskyandhornyvoice.Fuckit!thehoeinmeisunchainedandreadytoplay

Insert115

Thatdamnalarmagain!Isitnecessaryforustoworkduringwinter.Besidesthiscoldweather,

there'ssexualfrustrationtoaddontopofthelist.Thestruggleofsleepingnexttoanerect

penisbutdeniedthepleasuresofit.Nkawillneverseeheavenforservingmewiththat

punishment.Hisresponsewas"There'sstillunresolvedissues,sexualintercoursewill

complicatethingsevenfurther.Besideswehavealifetimetoindulgeinsomegoodintimacy"

whateverthatmeans,funnyhowI'mrollingmyeyeslikeIdidthatfatefulnight."GodIprayfora

productiveweekfilledwithpeace,Amen."Irecitethatprayercountlesstimesaftermakingmy

bed.I'minnomoodfortheofficedramathatgoesbythenameBanzi,canonepersonbeso

annoying.ThestruggleofwakingupKhanyaeverymorning.Itjustdoesn'tmakesensehow

she'sabletowakeupveryearlyduringweekends.Afterpreparations,Idropheroffatherday

carecenter.Theweatherdoesn'tlooktoopromisingforthehousewarmingtheme.Jasedoesn't

evenwanttohearofotheralternativessuchaspostponingorhavingthepartyindoors."The

devilwillnotwin"that'sallhesayseverytimeIsuggestotheralternatives.Ihaveahugelistofall

thestaffIneedtobuy.Wellthat'swhatyougetbybeingahost.Great,justgreat!Theannoying

spoiledbratisalreadyparkedinmyparkingspot.Iswearthismanalwaysfindsawaytofuckup

myday.

Thesamemorningroutine,themorningandsmalltalkshereandthere.I'mstayingawayfrom

caffeinethisweek,sogingerteaandlemonitis.Theplanistobeasinvisibleaspossibletoday.

Ialmostdropmycupdown.Theshockinmyeyesisvisible.Iswearthedevilisworking

overtimetomakemylifemiserable.Hesmirks,goodnessthismanistestingmypatience.He

puthisfeetonthetable,whileplayingwithmypen.That'smyspecialpen,it'sasilverMont

blankwithmynameengravedonit.MrsNxumalogaveittomeasmyluckycharmonmyfirst

dayinthisoffice.Thisbastardhasgonetoofarnow,I'matickingtimebombandonewrong

wordoutofhismouth.I'llblowthisplacedownwithnothingbutwords.Anothersmirk,he's

enjoyingthismoment.



BANZI:"MissKhumalo,caretojoinmeforacupofcoffee"

I'mstrugglingtolocatethatcalmnessinme."LET-Oremaincalm,dontgivehimthat

satisfaction"Ikeeprecitingthesewordsinmyhead."I'monlyhuman,everypersonhastheir

limit.GuessI'vereachedmine".Thedebategoingthroughmyheadrightnow."he'sgonetofar

now,let'sdealwithhim"thebitchymeslapsback.LordI'mabouttocatchacaseorget

admittedifthisfooldoesn'tstopprovokingme.

BANZI:"MissKhumalo,yourcoffeewillgetcoldanditsspeciallymadebyyourstruly."

OKUHLE:"unfortunatelyI'moffcaffeine"

BANZI:"sincewhen?"

OKUHLE:"doesitmatter?"

BANZI:"Ididn'trealize,guessit'stwocupsformethen.Can'tletallthishardworkgotowaste"

OKUHLE:"speakingofhardwork,canIclaimmychairandofficeback.There'slotsof

hardworkthat'swaitingforme"

BANZI:"notevenathankyou,yourseathasbeenwarmedupforyouinthiscoldmorning"

OKUHLE:"mhmmIthinkI'llgetanotherchairfromtheboardroom.Youcankeepthewarmed

upseat.Ipreferwarmingupmychair"

BANZI:"wellsuityourself"

Thatwasclose,swearthismanwillfeelmywrathoneofthesedays.Hejustdoesn'tknowwhen

toquit.Iwasn'tjokingabouttheexchangeofchairs.HewatchinamusementasIstrugglewith

thechairs.I'vealreadysworeathimforallhisfuckedupways.Therestofthedaygoesby

smoothlywithanotherbouquetdeliveryfromNka.I'mgladwedidn'tgothatroutetheotherday,

eventhoughIdidn'tmind.Asamatteroffact,Iwantedit.Ifindmyselfblushingcoupleoftimes.

I'mdefinitelytakingmyflowerswithafterwork.AfterworkIfindBanzistandingnexttomycar.

Whatdoesthismanwantnow?

BANZI:"beautifulflowersforthebeautifullady"

OKUHLE:"ifIdidn'tknowanybetter,I'dsayyouarestalkingme"



BANZI:"secretadmirerIsee"

OKUHLE:"well,isitstillconsideredassecretadmirationiftheflowersaresentbyyourfiance?

Ifthat'sthecasemayIbeadmiredtilleternity"

BANZI:"fianceyousay,onewouldmistakenlyassumeit'sasecretadmirerjudgingbythe

invisibleringonyourfinger"

OKUHLE:"Theringdoesn'tmatterthatmuchwhenyouaresoultied.Goodnightboss,someof

ushaveplacestogoandpeopletomeet"

BANZI:"soultied,that'sverydeepdontyouthink?"

OKUHLE:"wellthat'sanotherdebateforanotherday.bye"

Thatsignatureposeagain,what'stheobsessionwithhandsinsidehispockets.Whatever,it's

hometimeandIwon'tbebotheredbythiscreep.Astheweekprogressesandsoarethe

pressuresofshopping.I'vebeenpostponingbuttodayafterwork,therearenootheroptionbut

tocarryoutthistask.Thursday,there'satleastplentyoftimetoshopsinceKhanyaissleeping

overbyhergrandparents.Banzihasn'tbotheredmesinceMondayafternoon.Ican'twaittogo

shoppongafterwork.Theyarecallingmeforanotherdelivery,Nkaisreallygoingallout.I'm

enjoyingthiscourtshipalotlately.Woweveryoneisfussingoverthisbouquet,ifthat'sa

suitablenameforit.Thisisexaggerated,wonderhowmuchdidhepaytohavethisonemade.

Proteaflowers,mixtureofrosesandlilies.Wow!Iwonderwho'sthefloristbehindthisdesign.

AftersigningIlookforthenotebutthereisn'tany.Thesethreenosycolleaguesofmineare

waitingtohearthemessage.Thedissapontmentiswrittenallovertheirfaces,servesthem

right.I'mnotdisappointedthough,justonephonecalltothissillymanthenallwillbesolved.He

hasoutdonehimselfthistimearound.Itryhisphonecoupleoftimestonoavail,yahhe

mentionedspendingthedayincourttoday.WellI'llaskhimlater.

Afterworkit'sshopping.WhyamIsuddenlyexcited.Jasehasbeenhypingmeupsincethe

beginningofthishousewarmingpreparations.I'veboughtmostofthestuffneeded,theonly

thingmissingisbooze.Jasewillhelpmeonthatonetomorrowafterwork.Mysmilereaches

myearsasIwalkintheadultshop.There'splentyofkinkystuffinhere,nowIreallymissJase.

Thefunwewillbehavingrighnow.There'splentyofdildostolastmealifetimeinthisstore.I

snapafewshots,thinkI'llcomebackwithJasetohelpmepicktheperfectone.It'sjustnot

enjoyabledoingthisalone.Irushbackhome,tomorrowitsonlyboozeshoppingandI'llhavemy

shoppingpartner.NkacallsmerightafterspeakingtoKhanyaandhergran.JustthemanI've

beenlookingforallday.



Afterourpleasantchats,theyarereallypleasantlately.Weareonsome,hangupfirsttip.Our

chatsalwaysrevolvesaroundthekidsandthedaywe'vehad.Afterourlongchats,Ithankhim

fortheflowersandhe'ssuprised.Istillinsistitshimandhe'sadamantheneversentflowers

today.Thisispuzzlingwhosentmethoseflowersthen.Maybeitwasamistake,butthey

specificallyaskedforme.I'mcertainNkaisbehindthemmaybeheforgotafterthestressfulday

hehad.Itcantbe,Irefusetobelievethere'sasecretadmirerwhocouldbeeyeingmeandhave

enoughtimetosendmeflowers.Whoeverwasbehindthatflowerselectionhasgoodtaste,I

handitovertohimorher.IcatchupwithJase,hisexcitementisrubbingoffalloverme.He's

suchamood,awholedamngoodvibe.Isnaphimapicofmymysteriousflowers.Wesharethe

samesentiments,Ishould'veinvitedNkaover.Thisthingofsleepingaloneisdepressing,ow

howImissmyKhanya.

Insert116

It'sfridayafterwork,I'moutsideJase'sworkpremises.Theexcitementistoomuchtocontain.

AcallcomesthroughfromNka,hewantsustodomoviestonight.UnfortunatelyIhavetolet

himdown,betweenshoppingwithJase,supperandabottleofwine.Therewon'tbeanytimefor

movies,hiseffortsareverymuchappreciatedbutthetimingclasheswithmyplans.I'venever

metanyoneasbubblyasJase,Iwatchhimconversingwithhiscolleagues.Somelooktired,

exceptmymoghey.Hisloud,bubblyandachatterbox.It'ssimpletospothimamongthecrowd,

stylish,confidence,free,bubblyandfulloflife.Hespotsmeparkedbythesideoftheroad,this

wasexpectedfromhim.Hedragstwoofhiscolleagues,I'msonotinthemoodfor

introductions,fakesmileandfriendlyvibes.Afterthedraggingintroductionsareover,wetake

off.NowI'mgenuinelyhappy,callmeselfishbutIwanthimalltomyself.Shoppingbecomesan

adventurewhenheispresent.

JASE:"BitchIsawthatfakesmile,youcanfooleveryoneexceptme"

OKUHLE:"I'mnottoogoodwithintroductionsandplayingfriendlyespeciallywhenthere's

shoppingtobedone"

JASE:"Somebodyneedstogetlaid"

OKUHLE:"reallynow,arewepullingsuchjokesonourstarvingfriends"

JASE:"jokesorfacts,don'tworrydollyou'llsurvive,Imeanlookatme.Isurvivedsixmonths,

halfayearLele"

OKUHLE:"therewerenotemptationsinyourcase,unlikemewho'sconstantlyexposedtoan



erectdick"

JASE:"youknowIloveNkaright.Iloveseeingyouasahappycouplebutrightnowstarvethat

man.Starvehimtoapointwherehegetsonhiskneesandbegforthatcookie"

OKUHLE:"funnyyoushouldmentionthat,Iwastheonebeggingforitandboy!Didthatman

deprivemeofhisgoods"

JASE:"reallyyouaresuchahoe.Iknewthatdickwasgoodthemomentyoustartedglowing

andgainingweight.Ineverthoughtitwillhaveyoubeggingthough"

OKUHLE:"YouknowI'msweatingthinkingofitJase,hiswaistwhenhe"

JASE:"stoprightthere,sparemedetails.GetagripandstarvethatmanLele,you'llthankme

later"

OKUHLE:"uhmmm,Ihearyou"

JASE:"Idon'ttrustthatuhmm,soundinglikeyouaremoaninghere."

Welaughinbetweenournonsensicaltopics.Thisrighthere,iswhateverygirlneeds.Justone

bestfriendwhounderstandsyoucompletely.Onewhowillkeepitreal,whowon'tjudgeyouand

whowillgetcrazywithyou.Ican'timaginemyselfhavinganotherfriendbesidesJase.Yes

they'vebeenothercompanionsalongtheway,butmyheartandsoulresonateswithJase.

Hencewealwaysfindourwaybacktoeachother.Ourfirststopisattheadultshop,yepI

couldn'twaittodraghimhere.Thethreestaffmembersworkingherearewatchingusin

amusement,whocanblamethenthough.Jaseisthelifeofthepartyandhe'sactingoutevery

possiblesexscenewiththeseadulttoys.MystomachissorefromlaughingifIdon'tdragJase

outofthisshoptherewon'tbeanyboozefortomorrow'sparty.DidIbuymydildo,hellno!The

ideabecameonebigjokewithJasearound.Here'stostarvation,holdingofffromsexandthe

hornyme.WillIsurvivethisconfusingperiod,theanswerisyetunknown.Guessonlytimewill

tell.

Ican'tbelievewe'vesuccessfullywastedtwohoursinthatadultshop.YetI'mexpectedtobe

celibate.WedecideonhavingsupperaftertheboozeshoppingitwillbelateanywayandI'min

nomoodforcooking.Fridaysandliquorstores,sothisiswhatpeoplegetuptowhileI'mlostin

aworldoffantasyreadingbooks.Whatalife,Jaseselectthebigshoppingtrolley.Wow!This

manmeansbusiness.I'mnoexpectinboozeshopping,sendmeforwinebuyingthenI'myour

woman.Thewhiskeys,ciders,beersaren'tmyspecialty.I'mcluelessinthatdepartment.Within

thirtyminutesourtrolleyishalffilledwithallsortsofbooze.Weareinthewhiskeyssection,I

havetwowhiskeybottlesinmyhands.Jaseaskedmetopickthemforhimwhilehe'sgetting



anotherbottleofwine.

"fancyseeingyouhere"Nofuckenways!Iswearthisman'smissionistomakemylife

miserable.

BANZI:"MissKhumalodon'ttellmethistrolleybelongstoyou"

OKUHLE:"itbelongstome,doyouhaveanyproblem?"

BANZI:"AreyouhavingapartyandI'mnotinvited?"

JASE:"finallygotwhatIwaslookingfordoll,wearegoodtogo"

BANZI:"Iwasright,youguysarehavingaparty.Aren'tyou?I'mBanzibytheway"

Hestretchhishandforahandshake.Jasetakesitandintroducehimself.Whatdoyouknow,he

hasmannersafterallormaybewhenhewantsto.Idon'tknowhowthatintroductionescalated

toapartyinvitation.Great!NowwewillbedealingwithMrEgomaniactomorrow.Jaseistoo

happytofillhiminonthepartytheme.DidImentionheintroducedhimselfasmycolleague.

Jaseistakenbyhisdresscode,hissuddendisplayofmannersandthefactthathestudied

abroad.Iendedupgivinghimmyphysicaladdress,that'swherethepartywillbetakingplace

afterall.WonderhowwillthisnewlyfoundfriendshipendafterJaselearnshe'stalkingtoMr

Ceoparkinghimself.Theyseemtobegettingalongprettywell,itsquitesickening.Ichoosenot

togetinvolvedintheirconversation,addingsomesnacksseemslikeabetteroptionatthis

presentmoment.

Ifoundtheminthequeuechattingawaylikeoldbuddys.Wepay,insteadofthisfoolgoinghis

way,hecomeswithus.Whatthefuck,whywasn'tIinformedaboutthethirdpartyjoiningusfor

supper.He'swalkingsoconfidentlyinbetweenus.I'mextremelyannoyed,thiswassupposeto

bemybondingsessionwithJase.Nowthere'sanuninvitedthirdparty,Jasedoesn'tseemto

mindinsteadhe'sentertainingthisfoolmorethanme.Wegetsettledinourfavoriterestaurant.

Heordersabottleofwineforus,Icheckthepriceonthebeveragesmenuandalmostchokeon

myspit.Theprice,goodness.Hewentfurtherandannouncethatthesupperisonhim.DidI

mentionheinsistonusorderingwhateverourheartdesires.QuiteabigspenderIsee,thisisa

perfectopportunitytogeteven.Forallthehardwork,theslavingawayorbetteryetletmenot.

Jaseordersthemostexpensivemealsandwesiponthemostexpensivewine.Weareonthe

secondglasswhenheordersanotherbottle.Thefuckedupthingaboutdrivingisstickingto

yourminimalalcoholintake.Afterthethirdglass,it'swateralltheway.Anincomingcallfrom

Nkacomesthrough,I'mtipsyandinseriousneedofachauffeur.Achauffeurtohelpmereach



mydestinationsafelymaybetoevenreachtheclimaxdestinationsatisfyingly.

Imovefromourtablejustforsomelittleprivacy.MyfilthymouthhasnofilterwhenI'mtipsy.

Beingtipsyawakensmyflirtatiousside.NkahasalreadypickedupthatI'mtipsyandhe's

insistingonfetchingme.I'magigglingmessoverthephone,thisexpensivewinehasdonea

numberonme.I'mgraciouslywalkingupanddownwhiletalkingtoNka.WhatIfindmore

ammusingisthefactthatI'llbesleepingnexttomyhotfianceandhewon'teventryanyfunny

businesswithme.I'mreallyokaywithit,justbeinginhismasculinearmsismoresatisfactoryto

me.I'mleaningagainstthebalconyofthisrestaurant,can'thelpbutfeelsomeone'sgazeonme.

IlookacrossourtableandBanzihashiseyesfixedonme.Oureyesmeet,funnyhowhe's

engagedinatopicwithJasebufhiseyesarestrictlyfixedonme.He'sprobablythinkingof

morewaystomakemylifemiserableatwork.Hopefullyhecomeswithsomethingmore

challenging,I'mreadytotakehimonprofessionallythatis.Iturnmybackonthemagainand

carryonchattingtomyboyfriend.He'scomplainingabouttheuberdriver,thesetrustfund

babies.Tothinktravelinginanuberwasanormandsomewhataluxuryfewyearsago.Thefact

thathetookthatuberjustforme,warmsmyheart.

Insert117

OnlyafewminutesbeforeNkafetchus.IjoinJaseandhisnewbestfriend,Banzi.Hegetsa

phonecallsoonafter.Apparentlythere'sanemergencyhehastoattendto,hebidsusfarewell

anddashesoff.I'monlyleftwithJudasIscariot,yeahthatnamesuitshimperfectly.Heis

beyondtipsy,thispersonisdrunk.freeboozetendtohavesuchendresults.Sinceourchauffeur

isalmostherewhynotindulgeonthiswine,it'snoteverydaywhereyourbossbuysyou

expensivebooze.

JASE:"what'swiththesecrecynowLele,whyhideMryummylookingfriendlycolleaguefrom

us"

OKUHLE:"whoareyoureferringtowhenusayus"

JASE:"meandothersingleindividualslookingforloveincludingsomeoneIknow,who'sname

Iwon'tmention"

OKUHLE:"thatmydearfriendisMrCEOparkinginperson"

JASE:"youlying,aarghheprobablywashavingabaddayorsomething"



OKUHLE:"throwingtantrumsearlyinthemorning,reallyabadday?"

JASE:"he'stotallytheoppositeofwhatyoudescribed.I'mnottakinghissidedoll,youknowI

haveyourbacklikethat"

OKUHLE:"yeahright,anywayNkawillbeourchauffeurforthenight"

JASE:"I'lldrinktothat.ImightbewrongbutthewayMrCeowasstaringatyou,swearthe

niggahasacrushonyou"

OKUHLE:"Don'tmakemelaugh,it'simpossible.Thatmandoesn'tlikeme,wetolerateeach

other"

JASE:"Icouldbewrong,thewineisplayingit'spartaswellbutthewayhekeptonstealing

glancesatyouLele."

OKUHLE:"youaredrunk"

JASE:"let'smurderthisbottlebeforeNkagetshere"

OKUHLE:"Isthatachallenge?"

JASE:"areyouevenasking?"

OKUHLE:"it'sonbitch"

Ourmissionwasaccomplished,thebottlewasemptyandtheevidencedisposed.He'sright

herelookingallkindsofsexy.OnlyGodknowshowmuchIwanttojumphisBonesandfulfillall

myhungerrighthere,rightnow.Theladyinmewillratherhavemesufferingsecretlywhilemy

mindgoeswild.HeloadsalltheboozeinthebootwhilewesingingalongtoTkzee-Dlala

Mapantsula,somethingaboutkwaitothathitsthespotwhenyoudrunk.Wegetfewunpleasant

staresfromotherpasserbywhileothersareenjoyingthefreeshow.ThestarbeingJase

obviouslywithhistriplevosho's,I'mjustmovingtothebeat,shame.It'sthesamestoryinthe

car.Thesingingalong.WedropoffJasefirst,mysingingpartnerisgoneandIpassout

immediately.

Thedayofthepartyisfinallyhere.Iwakeupwithaminorheadache,ithelpsdrinkingwaterin

between.Idon'tevenworryaboutJase,hispanctualityisonsteroids.Soonhe'llbeherebehind

thestovedoingwhatheknowsbest.ObviouslyNkahadtocarrymefromthecartothe

bedroom,somuchformyclimaxdestination.IfindNkabusypreparingbreakfast,theregoes

thebreakfastinbedsuprise.Heoffersmeacupofblackcoffee,theremedy.Iwatchhim

workinghismagicinthekitchen,topless.Mynakedchef.Myeyeskeepswanderingtohis

boxers,henoticeandlaughsitoff.WhyamInotfindingthiswholesituationfunny,hungerisat



work.Icontinueindulgingwithmyeyes,waittillthisprobationperiodends.Afterwhatseems

likeforeverBreakfastisfinallyready,weeatoversomelightconversation.Thisfeelsjustlike

oldtimes,Ourmomentgetsdisturbedbythebuzzoutsidethegate,that'sdefinitelyJase.That's

onepersonyoucanalwayscounton,nomatterthecircumstances.Nkahasdissapearedquickly

toputonsomeclothes,wewouldn'twantmygoodiesdisplayedinfrontofmyfriends.

Wegetdowntobusiness.Wemarinatethemeat,preparesalads,chakalakaandpreparethe

wholeHawaiiantheme.It'scloudy,theweatherisdefinitelynotco-operatingwiththeplanson

hand.Jasedoesn'tcaremuchabouttheweather.Wearedoneinexactlytwohours.Wemakea

goodteam,nowitstimetofreshenupanddressupbeforetheguestarrive.It'sonlythesixof

usanyway,Jase'stwocolleagues,Mpilo'swifeandherplusoneandus.Wearedoneand

everyoneisherealready.Fingerfoodsareservedasstarters,theweatherfuckedupJase's

plans.Weareallcookedupindoors,heateronfullblast.It'sachilledvibe,everyoneisgetting

along.Drinksareflowing.I'memotionalthough,suchmomentsarebestcelebratedwith

families.HowIwishmyparents,brother,hiswifeandkidswerehere.Circumstancesprevented

mefromsharingsuchnewswiththem,hopefullyI'llbeforgivenoncethisgetsrevealed.Jase

andhisfriendsarepartyfreaks,themusicisbangingandtheyareentertaininguswiththeir

dancemoves.Mpilo'swifeleavesearly,atleastshecametosupportme.Ican'tblameher

though,inherposition.she'sheavilypregnantandinseriousneedofrest.

Wegetintoseriouspartymode,playingafewdrinkinggames.There'sabuzzatthegate,seems

likeit'smydutyasahosttowelcomemoreguests.Icompletelyforgotaboutthisfoolstanding

behindmygate,hehasbroughtaplusone.Idon'tknowifit'stheliquorintakeorI'mseeing

double.Henevermentionedhewasatwinbefore,identicaltwinforthatmatter.Ilettheminand

dothewholefriendlyintroductionsthatIdespisesomuch.Theyarenottwinsbutbrothers.This

youngerbrotherissotalkative,hisnameisLuyoloandthisfoolsfullnameisLubanzi.He'snot

impressedbythementionofhisfullname.Whatever,Itakethemtowheretherealpartyis.

Jaseisallsmilesseeinghis"friend",herewegoagain.Luyoloissuchadarlinghelpingmedish

upforthemandeveryoneelse.He'stalkativefeelslikeI'veknownhimforever.Hekeepsstaring

atmyflowersfromthemysterioussecretadmirer.

OKUHLE:"theyarebeautiful,arentthey?"

LUYOLO:"breathtaking,whoeversentyouthesemustbemadlyinlovetoevencomeupwith

thisrarecombination"

OKUHLE:"you'dbesuprised,thoughttheywerefrommyfiancebutlaterdiscoveredtheywere

probablydeliveredtomebymistake"



LUYOLO:"Idoubttheyweremistakenlydelivered.Thinkaboutit,whowouldgothroughso

muchtroubleonlytomessupthedeliveryaddress."

OKUHLE:"whateverthecasemaybe,I'minlovewiththisbouquet.itpainsmerealisingaftera

coupleofdays,they'llberuinedandImustchuckthemaway"

LUYOLO:"interesting"

Iexcusemyselfforamoment,theladiesroomisextremelyneeded.Ineedtotakeiteasyonthe

boozeandstartdrinkingwaternow.Nkasentamessage,hewillbecomingthroughintwo

hourstime.There'sareliefthatwashesoverme,atleastIwon'tsleepalonetonight.There's

someonebangingonthedoor,what'swithpeopleandlackofmanners.Iwashmyhands,as

soonasthedooropensBanzicomesinandlocksthedoor.Whattheactualfuck,hehoversover

meandmyheartstartsbeatingfast.Mygreatestfear,beingsexuallyassaultedinmyownhome.

Hesensesmyuneasinessandunlocksthedoor,he'sstandingagainstthedoorstaringmeina

freakishway.Thisonecertainlydoesn'tknowhowtohandlehisliquor.Hepullsmecloserto

himwithoutbreakingeyecontact.WhathappenedtothefearIhadfewminutesago?Hetrace

histhumbalongmycheekbones.Withoutanywarninghesmashhislipsonmine,thesoftcold

lipsuponmine.Hesucksonmybottomlipsogently,you'dswearwehaveallthetimeinthe

world.Igetlostinthemomentandkisshimback,blameitonthealcohol.

AfteraverypassionatekissIpullaway,he'sstaringatmewitheyesfulloflust.Ifeelsuffocated.

Ineedfreshair.O'myGodwhathaveIdone,someoneisshoutingbehindme.Thekiss,Ibrush

mylowerlip.Thiswasdefinitelyamistake

I'mnottouchinganyalcoholuntilNkaarrives.Thiswassurelyamistake,I'mcertainBanzialso

knowsitwasamistake.It'sfreezingoutside,atleastI'llsoberupandsettherecordstraightwith

Banzi.Aftergatheringenoughstrengthtogobackinsideandsettherecordstraight.Iturn

aroundandthereheis

Insert118

Thesignatureposeagain,handsinhispockets.He'sthestrangesthumanbeingI'veevercome

across.fromoverworkingmeintheoffice,toDemandinghis"rightfulparkingspace"andtaking

mynewlyfoundparkingspace.Hehoversoverme,hiseyespiercingthroughmyskin.Okay,I

needtosettherecordstraightbeforethisgetsanymoreawakward.Iattempttospeakbuthe

putshisfingeronmylips."Thereyouareare,I'vesearchedeverywhereforyou"Ireleaseasigh



ofrelief.Banzilooksannoyed,hiseyesarestillfixedonme.

LUYOLO:"amIdisturbingsomething?"

BANZI:"asamatteroffactyouare"

OKUHLE:"notatall,Ineedtogobackinside."

BANZI:"wewereinthemiddleofsomethingMaKhumalo."

There'ssomethinginthewayhepronounceMaKhumalothatsendsshiversdownmyspine.

Luyoloissmilinglikearetard.Guesswewilltalkproperlylikeadultsonmonday,soberwithout

theinfluenceofalcohol.Iattempttomoveawaybuthegrabsmyhand,thegripisfirmyet

gentle.TomakemattersworseLuyolovanishesbackinsidethehouse,whyhasGodforsaken

meinthismomentofweakness.Hisgazeandthatcolognealoneareenoughtodrivemewild.I

makeachoicerightthereandthentoescapethistemptationonceandforall.

BANZI:"whyareyoufightingitMakhumalo?"

That"Makhumalo"again,whyisheaddressingmeinthatmanner.Iswearthat"MaKhumalo"

willhavemesittingintheconfenssional,confessingallmysins.Hepullsmeclosertohimand

devoursmylipsagain.Herunshisfingersthroughmyhairwhiletheotherisclingingtightlyon

mywaist.Goodlord!Igetlostinthemomentandallowhistonguetodoundespicablethingsto

mine.Myheartandsoulknowsthisiswrong,butmyfleshisgivingintolustfuldesires.

"MaKhumalo"hewhisperstomyearafterpullingawayfromthekiss.Mykneesareweak,the

riverthat'sflowinginmyundiesrightnow.Iwanttorunawaysobadly,hopefullymyfeetwill

carryme.

BANZI:"lookatwhatyouaredoingtomeMaKhumalo.You'vejustawakenedthebigLu"

OKUHLE:"OhmyGod"

BANZI:"funnyhowI'vejustimaginedyouutteringthosewords,butI'mpreparedtowait."

OKUHLE:"forgetitLubanzithatwon'thappen"

BANZI:"areyoutryingtoconvincemeoryourselfMaKhumalo.NeedIremindyou,I'mtheman

ofmyword."



OKUHLE:"reallywe'llseeaboutthat"

BANZI:"RunmybeautifulMaKhumalo,soonyouwon'tstandbeingawayfromme"

Iwalkawayfromhim,clearlybecauseIdon'ttrustmyselfinhispresence.Thekisshadme

feelingsometypeofways.No,it'sprobablythealcoholeffect.Redwinehasthateffectonme,

itsohappenshewastherewithhiskisses.ThatmakessenseoramIlyingtomyself?It'sso

warminsidethehouse,jeezcan'tbelieveI'vebeenstandinginthecoldforsolong.Theparty

hasseizedabit,Jaseandhisteamaretiredofdancing.DrinksareflowingIjoinin,somuchfor

takingiteasyonthebooze.Guiltisslowlytakingover,Nkawillbehereanyminutefromnow.

HowdoIlookhimintheeyes,afterkissinganotherman.Whatthehell!thesameNkafucked

somerandomgirlwhileIwasbeingagoodpartner.WhydoIfeelsoguiltythough,didn'thefeel

anounceofguiltwhenheleftmeallthosenights?

Luyolobidseveryonefarewell,waitwhathappenedtoBanzi?Iheartheircarroaringoutside,

that'sdefinitelytheirsubaru.There'salittledissapontmentbutthisisforthebest.Jaseandhis

friendshelpswithcleaningupaswell.Theyaretakingthispartytoclubtaboo.I'mdefinitelynot

joiningthem,Ineedsomealonetimetodigestallthat'shappennedtonight.AtextfromNkahe's

twentyminutesaway,alwaysconsideratethisone.Heprobablydidn'twanttodisturbus,so

muchformymetime.Iquicklyjumpintheshowerandwashawaymysins.Banzi'scologneis

allovermyjersey.AchangeofclothesbeforeNkagetshere,Ifeellikeaprofessionalcheater

already.Gettingridofevidence.ThisisbyfarthequickestbathI'veeverhad,inexactlytwenty

minutesI'malreadydressedup.There'sabuzzatthegate,it'shimokay.Itakeonelastshot,

hopefullythiseasetheguiltabit.

Hecomesinlookingallkindsofsexywithabunchofbouquetandexpensivechocolates.

Wonderwillhestillbuymegiftsifheweretofindoutaboutmylatestshenanigans.Heattacks

mewiththewarmesthugs.Herunshishandsthroughmyscalp.

NKANYISO:"I'vemissedyousomuchmylove.Itdoesn'tevenlookliketherewasaparty.How

wasit"

OKUHLE:"Jaseandhissquadcleanedupbeforetheyleft."

NKANYISO:"whydidn'tIhavefriendslikeJaseinmyteenyears,thewayweusedtogetbusted

afterthrowingasuccessfulhouseparty"

OKUHLE:"Youguyswerenaughty,weneverhadsuchluxuries.Myparentswerealways



around,always.Theyusedtotaketurnsbuttherewasn'tatimewherebothwereabsent"

NKANYISO:"Thefirsttimemombustedusbuttherewasnopunishment.Shesimplyaskedus

nottorepeatthatmistake,thesecondtimetheirflightwascanceledduetoheavystormsand

thatwasthelasttime,thepunishmentwereceivedfromMrNxumalo.Thatmanisatrue

definitionofadisciplinarian"

Iwatchhimlaughsocarefree,wonderwillhefeelthesameafterdiscoveringaboutthekiss

earlier.I'mtornbetweenconfessingorjustlettingitbe.It'snotlikethatkissmeantanything,

besidesBanziwillgobacktothestatessoon.NoonesawwhathappenedsoIguessthisone

secretwon'tbeexposed.Butthenagain,nothingstayshiddenforever.Apparentlymendon't

forgiveaseasilyaswomendo.Ineedtobeofsobermindtomaketherightdecision.Guessthis

timearoundI'mallaloneindecisionmaking,MrsNxumaloisnotevenanoptionwhereadviceis

concerned.Shemightlookatmedifferentlywhenshelearnsofmyintimatemomentwith

anotherman.AllthesethoughtsareroamingmymindwhileNkaisconversingwithhimself.

DamnIscreweduptonight,therehastobeawaytofixthis.MondayI'llhavetosettherecord

straightwithBanzi.

NKANYISO:"babewhat'sbotheringyou?"

OKUHLE:"huuh"

NKANYISO:"you'vezonedoutonme,thatonlyhappenswhensomethingheavyisbothering

you.I'mallearsyouknow,youcanstilltrustmewithyoursecrets"

WishIcansharebutI'mafraidthissecretwillruinthismoment.I'mahypocriteright?expecting

honestyatalltimes,nowI'mfailingtodeliverit.Hegenuinelylooksconcerned.Iflashhimmy

mischievoussmile,hereturnsitwithhisnaughtygrin.Hespanksmyassandnibblesonmyear,

thehungerisreal.Hetrailssoftkissesonmyneckandgivesmybuttcheeksafirmsqueeze.I

knowthecombinationofmylaceandwetnesswillsoondrivehiminsane.Hiseyesareburning

withdesire,I'malreadymourningfromhissoftsmoothtouchinmysensitivegenitals.Thisis

abouttobeanightofpleasurablepassionatelovemaking.Iwanthim,noscratchthat.Ineed

him.MyveryownMrNxumaloSir.

Insert119



Wakingupinthearmsoftheoneyoulove,nothingbeatsthatfeeling.Yourwholemoodgets

revivedandyou'lldefinitelyhaveagreatdayahead.I'mwatchinghimsleepingsopeacefully.He

reallyputinsomegoodworklastnight,haveyoueverseenhowenergeticasexuallysatisfied

womangets.IshouldfeelsuffocatedsinceI'msnakedaroundhisarmsbutno,thisfeelsgood.

Itfeelsright,theonlychallengeIhaverightnowisfreeingmyselffromhisarmswithoutwaking

him.I'mfurmishedrightnow.finallyImanagetofreemyself.Heopensoneeye,turnsandsleep

again.Gosh,thatwasclose.Idecidetotakeashowerontheguestbedroomavoidingtomake

anynoiseanddisturbinghim.IpreparemyfamousenglishbreakfastwhenI'mdone,there'sa

partofmethathasbeenyearningforthismomenthonestly.Wakingupnexttohim,preparing

breakfastorhimsuprisingmewithbreakfastinbed.There'salittleMaKhumaloinme

sometimes,theonlydifferenceI'mmoreambitiousanddeterminedtomakeanameformyself.

BesidesIalreadyhadaglimpseofbeingahousewifeanditdidn'tworkforme.

Breakfastisready,itshalfpastnine.OwhowIdislikewinter.Ishouldwakethatmanupsowe

caneat,I'mstarvingbutfirstIcheckonthekids.Thatlittleoneofminedidn'tevencometothe

phone,shekeptshouting"siyadlala,sibusy"(wearebusyplaying)inthebackground.Somuch

forhavingadaughter.I'mnotsureifsheunderstandstheconceptofthephoneasyetorshe

getssoexcitedwithLindo'spresencethatshewon'teventalktomeoverthephone.It'ssucha

wonderfulthingtoexperienceyetsofrustratingattimes.LuckilyI'mmorecalmthismorningor

elseIwould'vecalledrepeatedlytillsheeventuallyspeaktome.SometimesIevendrivethere

earlyjusttospendalittletimewiththem withanexcuseoftakingthemout.Areallparentsso

obsessedwiththeirchildrenoramIthecrazyone?

IpeepthroughthedoorandNkaisstillfastasleep.NowI'mtornonwhethertowakehimorlet

himrestabit.IfIwaitforhimI'lldefinitelypassoutbeforehewakesup.Idishupformerelaxin

thelounge,scrollingthroughmyphone.IcheckuponJase,hepicksupafterthethirdringon

myfourthattempt.Someonehadfun.Hesoundssosleepy,afterhenotifiesmethathearrived

homesafelyIhangup.Shamemymogheyneedshissleepmore,knowinghimtheypartied

throughthenight.I'mprobablygettingoldbutpartyingthroughoutthenightdoesn'texciteme

anymore.Havingsupper,drinksandhangingoutwithfriendsuntil11pmit'smyideaofhaving

funlately.Idomylaundrywhilecleaning.SeehowdomesticatedIgetaftergettingmyremedy.

Asmilecreepsuponmyface,thinkingofthesweatysessionswehad.Hewraphisarms

aroundme,hesmellsfresh.

OKUHLE:"yousmelllikeme"

NKANYISO:"thosearetheonlytoiletriesavailablebabe,besidesIdon'tmindsmellinglikemy

personthewholeday"



OKUHLE:"mhmmIfixedyousomebreakfastbutitsprobablycoldnow"

NKANYISO:"I'mstarvingbabe,don'tworryI'llwarmit.Ineedalltheenergy"

OKUHLE:"Ileftyourfoodinthemicrowave"

NKANYISO:"hopetogetsomedessertaswellafterbreakfast"

OKUHLE:"youwishI'mbusywithmylaundry"

NKANYISO:"I'lltakeyoushoppingprovidedthedessertisserved"

OKUHLE:"Iwon'tsaynotoshopping,butbabethedessertdishisabitsorefromlastnight

servings"

NKANYISO:"I'llkissitbettermylove.There'snothingmytonguecan'tdotofixmydessert

dish"

Thatstatementalonehasmesmilinglikearetard,himparadingnakeddoesn'tmakethings

easieronmyside.DoIregretjumpinghisboneslastnight,definitelynot.Ifgivenanother

opportunitytodothingsdifferentlywillItakeit,definitelynot.Ihadforgottenofhisbigappetite,

theconcentrationwheneverheeatshisfood.Imakeadecisionthereandthennottoinformhim

oflastnightskiss.WheneverthisresurfaceI'llalwaysblameitontheliquor,whywouldIruin

suchaperfectmomentwithakissthatmeantnothing.Icompletelyforgotaboutitthemoment

Nkahadhishandsonmebeforeheevenkissedme.Irefillhisplatewithmorebread,eggs,

baconandjoinintheparty.Thisremindsmeofdayswhenweusedtobenothingbutfood

buddies.Thesmilethatcreepsuphisface,Ibethealsohadoneofthoseflashbacks.Can't

believewe'vecomethisfarfrombeingjustmerefoodbuddies,workcolleagues,loversandnow

parents.HerevivedwhatIthoughtwasgoneforeverwhichwaslove.Isworenevertoloveagain

afterSmangathenhecamealong.

Hewaveshishandaccrossmyfaceandsnapshisfinger.I'monitagain,thezoningoutbutthis

timearoundit'sonlythebeautyofourlovethatI'mdaydreamingoff.Howfarwehavecome,the

trialsandtribulationswehaveconqueredsofar.Iknowthere'sstillmorechallengesaheadbut

I'mhopefulwewillconquerthemifweremainsolidandfaithful.Ifeelhissoftlipsagainstmine

bringingmebacktoreality.Weengageinaverywetliplockingmoment,I'malreadybreathing

heavilywhenhepullsout.Heliftsmeupandputmeonthekitchentable.Hestaresdeepinside

myeyesasifsearchingformysoul.Adoration,loveandadmirationthat'sallhiseyesreflects.I

couldspendforeverstaringintohiseyes.There'snotevenanounceofangerorregretleftinmy

heart.AllIfeelisnothingbutpurelove.



NKANYISO:"IloveyouMakakhanyawithallmyheartandsoul.Ipromisetoworkovertine

provingmyundyinglovetoyou.I'mnotperfectLET-O,I'llfumbleandfallalongtheway.Ifthere's

onethingIregret,ishurtingyou.That'swhatI'mmostlyworkingonnow,toseeyouhappyfrom

nowonandforever."

OKUHLE:"wow,you'vesaidamouthful.WhatmorecanIsay,Iloveyouthat'sforsureandI'm

willingtogiveusanotherchance."

NKANYISO:"Ipromisednottoengageinintimacywithyou,tillwefixedourproblems.Last

nightIbrokethatvowandhonestlynowIwanttotearthatpussyupmorethanever."

OKUHLE:"what'sstoppingyouthoughNka,rightnowIwantmypussybeingtornbynoonebut

you"

NKANYISO:"ofcourseI'lltearitupbutIjustwantedtogetthisoffmychestbabe.Iwantedyou

toknowwhereIstandandwhatI'mpreparedtodo."

I'monefuckedupperson,NkaispouringhisheartoutandI'mthinkinghowgoodhefeelsinside

me.Watchinghislipsmoveisawakeningmydesiresofhavinghim.Hiseyesmakesmemore

aroused.Hismasculinearms,hiscolarbone,hischestrisingupanddownwhenhetalks.

Everythingabouthimisturningmeonrightnow.Thewayheclosehiseyeswhenhesmiles.He

putsbothhishandsonmythighs,mywholebodyshivers.There'svisiblegoosebumpsfromhis

touchalone,thatnaughtygrinagain.Hisquiteslowmymindhasbeenroamingaround

exploringtheworldoflust,theevidenceliesinmylaceundies.Thewholetimehewas

confessinghisundyingloveandhisdeterminationtokeepmehappy.Iwasalreadydeepinmy

ownworldofdesire.NowthatI'vetastedhisgoodloving,Icantstayawayfromit.

NKANYISO:"amazing!afterallthistimeyourbodystillrespondstomytouchwiththesame

reactionitdidtheveryfirsttimeItouchedyou"

OKUHLE:"shutupandtouchmesomemore"

NKANYISO:"youdorealizethismeanswewillspendthewholedayindoors"

OKUHLE:"there'snowhereI'dratherbe,Iwanttobeinbed.betwenthesheetswithyou."

NKANYISO:"youdorealizebytheendoftodayKhanyamighthaveasisterorbrother"

Ismashmylipsonhis,oncethisonestartswith"youdorealize"nonsensehewon'tstop

anytimesoon.Thekissisveryslowandpassionate,hepicksmeup.Iwanttobeincharge

today,rockhisworldandfuckhimbacktosleep.Assoonashelaysmeonthebed,Iflipand



getontop.Thesmileonhisface,Priceless!Ibetheknowswhat'sabouttofollow.

Insert120

Thatdamnalarmagain,I'mexhaustedanddutycalls.Woulditbesowrongofmetocallinsick?

Myenergylevelsaredepleted,whoevercreatedmoneyfuckedusall.There'snosnoozing

anymorenotunlessIwanttobelate.Nkaisstillfastasleep,what'swithhimlately.Henever

usedtobesuchadeepsleeper.Idragmyselffromthebed,runabathwhilepreparingmyoutfit

fortheday.OnethingIloveaboutwinter,itdoesn'trequirealotofironing.Knitwearisthewayto

go.Iwakehimupsowecanbathtogether,todaythere'snobreakfastinbedtreatments.Every

minutecountsespeciallyinthemorning.Wedriveoutinourseparatecars,drivingpast

Khanya'sdaycaremakesmemissherevenmore.I'mdefinitelyfetchingherafterwork.Igrab

breakfastbeforedrivingtowork.Iarrivejustontime,luckilyI'mnotlate.Thetrafficwasabitof

anightmarewithtrafficlightsnotworkingduetoloadshedding.AftergreetingeveryoneI'min

sucharushtoeatmybreakfastinmyoffice.

There'snosignofBanzianywhere.YesI'mdesperatelysearchingforhim,justsoIcanclarify

thesaturdaykiss.Forsomeonewho'salwaysinmyface,heseemstobedoingagoodjobin

avoidingme.Therestofthedaygoesbysmoothlywithnointerruptions.I'mdrivingtothe

Nxumalo'sresidencequitesatisfied,itwassuchaproductive,peacefuldayforamonday.

Khanyaisecstatictoseeme,it'squitefunnyhowI'llbringherbackhereinthemorning."Idon't

wantmygranddaughtercatchingallthedifferentgermsatthedaycare,moreespeciallyin

winter"that'sMrsNxumalo'sargument.MyquestioniswillLisakhanyaonlyattendinsummer,

whataboutwhensheofficiallystartsproperschool.Ihonestlythinkithasalottodowith

boredom,becausethesamegermstheyareavoidingcouldbefloatinginthemalls,restaurant,

bookclubs,spaetc.Khanyaisaloyalcompaniontoallthesetrips.

LeavingtheNxumalo'sresidenceit'salwaysthehardestthingtodo,MrsNxumalowillkeepyou

sooccupiedwithherdailyroutines.Shehasquiteabusyscheduleforahousewife.There'stalks

ofbuyingafarmuponMrNxumalo'sretirement.Isn'tthateveryeldersdreamtospendtheir

elderlyyearssomewherequiteandpeaceful.WilltheseniorMrssurvivethough,she'sso

accustomedtothemodernlifewhichincludes,medicures,skintreatments,bodymassages.I'm

failingtopicturehersomewherefarfromthecity.Shealwaysdothistomefallingasleepwhile

I'mbehindthewheelandimmediatelywakesupassoonasIlayheronthebed.Strugglesof

motherhood.TheadvantagesoftheseniorMrsdelayingyouisthatsupperandlunchboxis

alwaysprovided.Nopotsformetonight.



AftermybathandlongassphonecallwithNka.It'sfinallybedtimeit'ssomuchbetterfalling

asleepnexttomycuddlingpartner.Imust'vefallenasleepimmediatelyafterclimbingthebed.I

canhearmyphonevibratingfromafar,themoreItrytoignoreit.Thelouderthevibrationsget,

whoeveriscallingbetterhaveagoodreasontobecallingatsuchungodlyhours.Mymindis

tellingmetoswitchoffmyphoneandonlyattendtoitinthemorningbutthenagain,thiscould

beanemergency.Ianswerbutthere'snoresponse,thisisratherstrange.Whohastimefor

pranksinthistimeofthenight.Icheckthetimeanditsexactly11:56pm.Peoplehavetimefor

nonsense,itcan'tbetheirreceptionthepersondecidedtokeepquiteandlistentomegoingon

withthehello's.I'mreallypissed.

NowI'mstrugglingtofallasleepagain,youknowhowahumanmindworksonceitstarts

wondering.Maybeitcouldbeourneighbour'sbackhome,speakingofwhichI'llhavetocheck

theKhumalo'sfirstthinginthemorning.Iconcludemaybeitwasawrongnumbersinceit'san

unknownnumber.Surelythepersonwould'vecalledbackifitwasanemergencyorsomething

partainingmyfamily.Itmustbeawrongnumber,it'stheonlylogicalexplanationmakingsense

rightnow.Idoubtthey'lleverbesomeonewhowillintentionallydeprivethemselvesofsleepjust

toplayprankcalls.Noways!Mycuddlingpartnerissleepingpeacefullynexttome.Idecideto

putmyphoneonsilentjustincasethemysteriouscallerdecidestocallagain.Surfingthesocial

networksistheonlyoptionIhavetillsleeprecognizesmeagain.

Thealarmagain,goodness.Ifeelsorobbedofmygoodsleep.Can'tevenrecallwhendidIfall

asleepafterthemysteriousphonecall.Mystrugglewakingupeverymorningduringwinteris

tooreal,especiallyoncolddayslikethisone.TheseniorMrshassuggestedKhanyamovesin

temporarilyduringwinterthenshe'llbeallmineeveryweekend.Eventhoughshemakesperfect

senseandthearrangementcouldworkonmyadvantagebutIgentlyturneddowntheoffer.The

bondthatIhavewithmydaughtermakesitdifficulttostayawayfromhermorethanthreedays.

Eventwodaysit'storturousbutbearable.ThedailysweetMorningtextfromNkacomes

through.IrespondimmediatelybecauseacallwillfollowifIdon't.Whatwasthepointin

replyingthattextbecauseheimmediatelycalls,wechatwhileI'mbusypreparingmyoutfit.

Khanyawakesup,thisleadstothecallbeingplacedonloudspeaker.Theirchatsarealwaysthe

sweetest,greathe'scomingthroughwithbreakfast.IjumpforjoybecauseIknowhewilldrop

Khanyaoff.

Wetakeourbathtogether,italwayssavesmetime.BythetimeNkabuzzthegate,weare

alreadydonewaitingforthatbreakfast.AfterbreakfastwedriveourseparatewaysandNka

promisetofetchherafterwork.Thissavesmeanotherdrive,todaymustbemyluckyday.



Anothertext,ourcargowassafelydeliveredatherdesignatedlocation.Howhecomparesour

daughtertoacargoalwaysticklesmyhumour.Hecanbeverysillysometimes.Afterthe

morningroutineofgreeting,makingsmalltalksandhavingcoffewithmycolleagues.It'swork

asusual,todayisalsothesamestory.Banzibeingabsent,maybehewentbackoverseas.That

wouldactuallysavemetheawkwardnessofhavingtotalkaboutthekiss.

Therestofthedaygoesbysmoothlyonceagainwithnodrama.Everyoneintheofficeisabit

relaxed,perksofworkingwithoutsupervision.Theguysdidn'tseemtohaveanyproblem

thoughwiththebossessonaround.SeemslikeIwastheonlyonehewasgivingahardtime.

Ourreceptionladywasjustplainintimidatedbyhispresence,thisI'monlypickingupnowaswe

areconversingjustbeforeclosingtime.I'mhavingdinnerdatetomorrowwithJase,weallknow

whatthismeans.Anothergossipingsessionandcatchingup.Ican'thelpbutworry,laterthis

afternoonduringourphoneconversation.Hesoundedabitdownbutdidn'twanttogetinto

details.I'mprayingit'snothingtodowithhislovelife.He'sgenuinelyhappywithhiscurrent

partner.NkahasalreadysummonedmetofreshenupwhenIarrivehome.Wearegoingona

dinnerdateasafamily.HowcanIsaynotoanothernightofnotcooking?Thatdefinitelywon't

beme.Idoasinstructedandprepareforourfamilydinnerdate.Anothertextcomesthrough

theyinformmetheyjustlefttheNxumalo'sresidence,they'llbehereinfifteenminutestime.

That'sjustanotherwayoftellingmetogetdonequicklyandbereadybythetimetheygethere.

I'mpickedupinexactlyfifteenminutestime.Wemakeourwaytothemallintothisvery

upmarketrestaurant.It'sanewrestaurant,quitefancynotthatI'mcomplaining,Whowould?My

moneytimeandenergyarespared.Thethoughtofslavingawaybehindthestoveafterworkis

notverymuchappealing.Wesettledown,orderourfoodandenjoyoursupper.Khanyafalls

asleepimmediatelyaftereating.Shopping,attendingbookclubsandspa'sisnochild'splay.We

alwaysfindhumourinKhanya'sinterestingdailyactivities.IsweartheseniorMrsisona

missiontoturnmydaughterintoaslayprincess.

Insert121

Nkaspentthenightwithusafterourfamilydinnerlastnight.Weallsleptinmybed,ofcourse

therewasnofunnybusiness.Ijustenjoyedsleepingwithmyfamilyinonebed.AmItheluckiest

womanorwhat?Khanyawasdroppedoffthismorningagain.She'sspendingthenightwithher

granny.WeallknowmydinnerdateswithJasealwaysendsuplate.Nkawassulkingthis

morning,heprobablywasexpectinganinvitelater.Nottonightthough,Ican'tshakethisfunny

feelingwheneverJasecrossesmymind.That'sthethingaboutbeingtooclosetosomeone,you



canautomaticallyfeelwhentheyaredownortroubled.I'mjustprayingitsnothingmajorthough.

It'smidweekandI'mingoodspiritstheweekendisuponusandwearehavingLindokuhleover

thisweekend.Nkaistakingusonaweekendgetaway,hementionedsomethingalongthelines

ofminivacation.I'mexcitedandlookingforwardtoiteventhoughhedoesn'twanttodiclose

thelocation.SolongasI'llbefarfrom usualsurroundings,there'snothingmuchtobedonein

winter.It'salwaysthesameroutine,spendingweekendsindoorswatchingtvorreadingbooks.

Theactivitiesarelimitedbecausethedaysareshorterandthecoldbreezeandwindmakesit

hardtocarryoutoutdoorsactivitiesnotunlesswechoosethemall.

I'mdrivingtoworklisteningtomyfeelgoodmusic,thisisdeclarationofagooddayahead.

Sameroutineeverymorningwiththecolleagues.IusetoenjoyworkingfortheNxumalo's,

gossipingwiththeladiesandlisteningtotheirdramaticlifestylesbutworkingwiththeguysis

muchmoreenjoyable.There'slessdrama,nogossipsit'splaintransparentandeasygoing.

Maybeitcomeswithgrowthaswell,theolderyougetthemoreyouappreciatepeaceful

environments.IreceiveaconfirmationtextfromJaseregardingourdinnerdate,wearestillvery

muchon.GoodatleastwecangettothebottomofthisuneasyfeelingormaybeI'mjust

overactingandsensingwrongvibes,negativevibestobeexact.Igetdowntobusinessand

there'sapileofpaperworktogothrough.We'velandedanotherbigcontractwiththebiggest

wholesalerinthecountry,nowmyworkloadisabittoomuch.ButIstillgetthingsdonebythe

endoftheday.

Oneofmycolleaguepeepsthroughthedoor,apparentlythere'sadeliveryformedownstairs.I

gettothereceptionandthere'sahugeassbouquetofflowerswaitingforme.Theinquisitive

staresagain.Idon'tblamethemthoughthisisratherexaggerated,whointhehellwasbehind

thisflowerselection.It'sevenheavytocarry.AftersigningIsearchforanotebutit'snotthere.

Thisisratherworryingnow,allNka'sflowersarealwaysaccompaniedbyanotewithsweet

messages.ThisremindsmeofthatpreviousdeliverywhichIthoughtwaswronglyaddressedto

me.Thedeliveryguyhasleft,nowIcantevenaskwheretheflowersarecomingfrom.Iplayit

coolofcourseinfrontofmycolleagues.There'snodoubt,thesearepricey.WhyamIsuddenly

thinkingofthemysteriouscallnow.couldIpossiblyhaveasecretadmirerormaybeastalker.

myintestinesfreezeatthethoughtofhavingsomeonewatchingmyeverymove,mygoodness

Khanya.

Iclosemyofficedoor.I'mtryingbyallmeanstomakesenseoutofthis,panicisslowlycreeping

in.I'mpacingupanddownlikeamadwoman.Thisdoesn'tseemrightadeliverymistakecan

onlybemadeonce,right?IcallNka,pretendingtobecheckinguponhim.IhintthatImiss

receivinggiftsfromhimduringworktime,especiallyflowers.Helaughsitoffandpromiseto

havethemdeliveredsoon.Itbecamclearhewasn'tbehindthisdelivery.Icalmmyselfdownand



concludeoftakingextraprecautionsfromnowon.luckilyNkaalwaysemphasizesthe

importanceofsafety,heevensuggestedofarrangingachaufferjusttillwinterisoverbutI

plainlyrefused.NowI'llbemorewaryofmysurroundingsandifsomethingissuspicious,Iwill

bechauffeuredeverydaytoandfromwork.atleastnowI'mabitcalmwithalltheoptionsIhave

concerningmysafety.

Ioptnottotaketheflowerswith,whatifthere'satrackerandwhoeverbehindsitwilleasily

locatemyplace.ThereIgoagainoverthinkingthingsbutrathersafethansorry.theywillsitin

mydeskuntiltheirtheirlifetimeexpires.TodayIleftworkabitearlyjustsoIcandodgethe

trafficbeforeitgetsworse.Withinthirtyminutesofleavingwork,I'mparkedoutsideourfavorite

hangoutspotwithJase.IdecidetocheckupontheKhumalo's,bycheckinguponthe

Khumalo'sI'mreferringtotheparents,mybrotherandhisfamily.Thatrequiresmetohaveover

R100worthofairtimeandhalfisspenttalkingtoMaKhumalo.That'sbecausesheupdatesme

ofeverything,thelatestneighborhoodshenanigans,theprayersessionswiththeladiesand

theirupcomingchurchevents.Itgetsworseoncewegetstartedonhergrandchildren,with

Bab'Khumaloitssoundslikearehearsedspeechallthetime.Iswear,It'salwaysthreequestions

"howareyou,how'smygranddaughter,Ismysoninlawstilltreatingyouwell?"wecantalk5

consecutivedaysandthat'sallourconversationgetsreducedto.Ipromisetopaythemavisit

soon.

AnincomingcallfromNkainquiringofmywhereaboutsandofferingtopickmeuporsendinga

chauffeurjustincasewestayuptoolate.I'mactuallyconsideringthesecondoptionifpush

comestoshove.IspotJaseenteringthepremiseswhilepressingonhisphone,thisleadstome

cuttingmyphonecallshort.I'mcertainJasewon'tmindspendingfivemoreminutessitting

therealone.IcheckuponKhanyaandhergranbeforeourdinnerdatestarts.OncemeandJase

linkupthere'snotimeforphonesnotunlessitinvolvessnappingselfiesorshowingeachother

screenshotsotherthanthatit'spureeyelockingandlipsmovingvibealltheway.Ifindhim

sippingonsomewine,hisconcentrationalldirectedonhisphone.He'sdressedupasusual,

what'snew.Jase'swardrobevaluecouldbuyandfurnishasuburbanhousebuthe'sstillnot

readyforthehouse,notthathecan'taffordit.He'ssoabsorbedinhisphone,hegetsstartledas

soonasIcallhisname.

OKUHLE:"weareonthatwinetipIsee"

JASE:"yougavemesuchafrightLele,howareyou?"

OKUHLE:"that'sthequestionIshouldbeaskingyouJase,howareyou"

JASE:"Ithinkweshouldeatfirstbeforewegetdowntobusiness"



There'sdefinitelysomethingwrongbutit'snotallbadifhecanstillmanagetoeat.Weorderour

usualmealaccompaniedbyabottleofredwine.ImakeamentalnotetoinformNkaofthe

transportarrangements,wewilldefinitelyleavelateandI'mnotafanofdrivingatnight

especiallyaftercoupleofwineglasses,there'sapossibilityofasecondbottle.ScratchthatNka

mustpickmeuphimself.Weeatoverlightofficegossip,he'salsoworriedoverthesecond

flowerdelivery.Therelief,atleastIwasn'toverreactingeaelier.Weareonoursecondglassesof

wine.

JASE:"SoitturnsoutmycurrentbaeisapopularPastorsson"

OKUHLE:"Ismelltroublefromafar"

JASE:"infacttroubleisreekingfromallangles,lele"

OKUHLE:"owoo,drumroll.Hitmewiththatbomb"

JASE:"ThePastorishomophobic,infactthere'saYouTubeclipwherehepreachaboutthe

gays/Lesbiansneedingdeliveranceandcleansing"

OKUHLE:"what'shistakeonhissonbeinggay?"

JASE:"that'sagoodquestiontoaskbuthe'scluelessasamatteroffacthe'sexpectinga

makotisoonorelsehewillresortintoarrangingawifeforhisonlyson"

OKUHLE:"makeitfullJase,pourthatwinefullforme"

JASE:"drinkinganddrivingLele,helloMakakhanya"

HesnapshisfingersacrossmyfacewhilecallingKhanya'snamerepeatedly.Weendup

burstingintolaughter.Reallynow?WillIeverlivesorecklessly.Heknowsthere'saplanalready,

allthat'sneededisaconfirmationfromme

Insert122

Afterconfirmingourtrasportarrangements,wegohardonthebottle.ItextNkaandpromiseto

callhimwhenwereadytoleave.Oncethat'ssortedout,wecarryonwithourconversationThis

placeclosesat11pmduringweekdays,weconcludeinleavingat10pm.Westillhavefour

hourstokillandthebottleofwinetomurder.



OKUHLE:"he'sbasicallyanafternineisthatwhatyouaretellingme?"

JASE:"hismomknows,heintroducedmetoherashislover.Scratchthat,heintroducedmeas

hislifetimepartnerLele"

OKUHLE:"wow!What'sgoingtohappennowwithhisfather"

JASE:"he'sreadytoriskitallLele,atleastthat'swhathesays.Heevensoundsgenuine"

OKUHLE:"sohisparentswilldisownhimifhecomesclean"

JASE:"Yep,whycan'tthingsrunsmoothlyjustthisonceLele?"

OKUHLE:"wishIhadalltheanswersbutthislifehasnomanualandboydon'tweallget

screwed!"

JASE:"IalwaysgetburntLele"

OKUHLE:"andI'mthelastonetogiverelationshipadvice"

JASE:"IlovehimLelewithallmyheart,Isitworthitthough?Imeanhimbeingdisowned

becauseofme,it'sabittoomuchformyliking"

OKUHLE:"Hewillbedisownedeitherway,theproblemisnotyoubutyourfatherinlaw"

JASE:"whatifthingsdon'tworkoutinthelongrunbetweenusLele?Afterriskingitallforme

thenonedayIdecidetoupandleave.Whatthen?"

OKUHLE:"youworrytoomuchdoll,thosearethingsbeyondourcontrolbesides,itwon't

changethefactthathe'sgayandeventuallythetruthwould'vecameout.Seeevenifhegoes

throughwiththearrangedmarriage,thatwomanwillliveaverymiserablelife"

JASE:"Iwanttospendmyforeverwithhimbutthedramaaheadmakesmedoubtful"

OKUHLE:"doubtfulofyourloveorrelationship?"

JASE:"definitelyrelationship,whatifhegoesthroughwiththearrangedmarriageplan.Idon't

seehimgoingagainsthisfatherswishes."

OKUHLE:"let'sgooglethePastor"

NowIunderstandJase'sfrustration.Thismanhasmanyfollowersandheleadsoneofthe

biggestchurchinsouthafrica,hehasvariousbranches.TheYouTubehomophobiccliphas

Millionsviewsandshares,thisisgoingtobedifficult.There'salsoanarticlestatinghissonwill



getmarriedsoonandfollowinhisfootsteps.Ihonestlydon'tknowhowJaseandhispartnerwill

overcomethis.ThisManseemsdeterminedforhissontotakeoverfromhimoneday.Ifhisson

isbraveenoughtocomeoutofthecloset,thefatherwillbesodissaponted.Noscratchthat,He

willbedevastatedandmostprobablybecomethelaughingstockamongotherchurchleaders.

He'stotallyagainstsamesexrelationships,wonderwhatwillbecomeofhiswifeoncethetruth

isrevealed.Isighheavily

JASE:"youseetheobstacleswearefacedwith"

OKUHLE:"Wow,thisishectic.Ihonestlydidn'tthinkthePastorwasthispopular"

JASE:"Idon'tknowLele,somehowthiswon'tworkout"

OKUHLE:"Honestlydoll,ifyouguyssurvivethispleasedomeafavorandgetmarriedright

away"

JASE:"speakingofmarriageswhenareyouplanningongoingdowntheaisle.Ithinkmylife

needsabitofpositivevibesandexcitement.Planningtheweddingwilldefinitelydothetrick"

OKUHLE:"wearestillworkingtowardsthetrustissue,besidestherearesomecomplexitiesI

needtoovercomebeforebecomingsomeone'swife"

JASE:"whatcomplexitiesIbelievetheonlypersonheredealingwithcomplexitiesisdefinitely

me"

OKUHLE:"IkissedMrCEOparkingspottheotherday"

JASE:"noways!youlittlehoe.Spillthebeans"

Icheckthetimeandwestillhavehalfanhourtokill.There'snowayI'mescapingthis.Jase

seemseagertohearallthegorydetails.WhathappenedtokeepingthisasecrettillIresolve

thisissue.Secretsandwine,Irollmyeyes.Well,maybeIneededtotalkaboutthistosomeone

soonerthanlater.Theguilt,suchapettycrime.ThefactthatIenjoyedthekissmakesitworse.

Jasehashiseyeswideopenandhishandoverhismouth.

OKUHLE:"aren'tweoverreactingabit,thatreactionmakesmefeellikeaslut"

JASE:"I'vejustrealizedsomethingdoll,themysteriousflowers.Itmakessensenow"

OKUHLE:"nofuckenways"

JASE:"yesfuckenways,we'vesolvedthemysterybehindthesecretadmirer"



OKUHLE:"it'simpossible,thefirstbunchcamewhenhewasstillgivingmeahardtime.Idoubt

it'shim,maybethere'ssomeoneplayingapracticaljokeonme"

JASE:"youaredenialLele,whocanwastetheirmoneylikethat.Haveyouseenthoseflowers

doll?"

OKUHLE:"funnythingishe'smissinginactionnow,theguyhasbeenabsentfromworkever

sincethekiss"

JASE:"Banziisbehindtheflowers,caseclosed."

OKUHLE:"mhmmm"

It'salmosttimeforustoleave.IinformNkaandhe'safewminutesaway.Iwould'venever

suspectedBanziwasbehindtheanonymousflowerdelivery.Thenwho'sbehindtheanonymous

calljusttheotherday.Itcan'tbehimthough,wheredoesheevengetmynumbersfrom.What

amIevenasking,ofcoursehehasaccesstothatinformation.Thischangesalotofthingsnow,

surelythisguyhasdevelopedsomesortoffeelingstowardsme.Thisalsomeansthingscould

takeawrongturnrealquickifIdon'tcomecleantoNka.Thoughtthiscouldbeavoidedbutnow

I'mnotsosure.Keepingthisasecretcouldbackfire.I'mtornbetweentellinghimrightawayor

settingtherecordstraightfirstthenconfessafterwards.

OKUHLE:"Nkaisonhisway,he'llbehereanyminutefromnow"

JASE:"tomorrowI'mgoingtoendthingswithmylover"

OKUHLE:"givehimachancefirst"

JASE:"I'vemadeupmymindLeleasmuchasIlovehim,he'sdefinitelynotworththedrama.

Myheartisatpeacewiththisdecision.Regardlessofwhathappens,thiswon'tendwellLele.

I'mlearningtotrustmygutfeelingnow.WishIwould'velearntearlierthough"

OKUHLE:"welearnaswegrow"

JASE:"mygutfeelingwarnedmeofMkhulubae,trustme.I'mnottakingthiswarningslightly

now"

OKUHLE:"whateverdecisionyoumakeI'mrightbehindyou.Youhavemyfullsupport"

JASE:"that'sallIneed.Ifeellikecrapalreadybutit'ssomethingIneedtodo.Thestrugglethat

comeswithbreakingsomeone'sheart"

OKUHLE:"whataboutyoudoll,yourheartwillbebrokenaswell"



JASE:"I'matpeaceLeleratherprotectmypeacenowthanfaceallthepainlater"

OKUHLE:"comehere"

Iembracehiminthewarmesthug.Thecomplicationsthatcomeswithlife.OneminuteJase

washappyandmadlyinlove,nowhe'splanningtobreakup.JustfewmonthsagoIwasalso

happyandplanningmyweddingthenNkahappened.Nowwearebothfacedwithdecisionsthat

mightchangeourlivesforever.Isn'tthatthebeautyoflifethough,knowingirregardlessofwhat

happenslifegoeson.Myphoneringsinmyhandbag.WeletgoofeachotherandIanswermy

phone.Nkaisoutside,wegatherourbagsandwalktowardstheexit.Iknowthisisweighing

heavilyonJase,hewillneedallmysupportthroughoutthiswholeordeal.OntheotherhandI

needtourgentlylocateBanziandgetthisoveranddonewith.There'salsoaconfessionto

make,thismeansI'llalsohavetoknowwhohewasbusyscrewingthepastfewmonths.

Mykneesareweak,it'squitefunny.MeandJasearebothwalkingfunny.Finishing3bottlesof

wineisnochildsplay,atleastNkawillwakemeinthemorning.Wesettleinthebackseatand

Nkashakeshishead,definitelynotapprovingthestatewearein.Wechataboutrandomstuff

whilegigglingliketwonaughtyteenagers.IcanbarelykeepmyeyesopenassoonasJaseis

droppedoffandsafelyinside.Ifeelmyselfdriftingofftosleep.Nkahasnotimefor

conversations,hedefinitelywon'tletthisgo.Iforseeamorninglecturefromhim.RightnowallI

needisaproperbedandsleeptherestI'lldealwiththenextday.

Insert123

IhearNkacallingmynamefromafar,atfirstIthoughtIwasdreamingbuthegentlypullmyarm.

Openingmyeyesfeelslikemissionimpossible,thepoundingheadacheisasignofhangover.

Hescoopsmeinhisarms,theshockwhenmybodylandsonthebathtub.Iscreaminshockand

helaughsoutloud.Myeyesarewideopen,allIcandoisstareatthisfool.He'sdefinitelyfinding

thiswholesituationhumorous.

NKANYISO:"I'dstartbathingifIwereyou.Youhaveexactly40minutes"

OKUHLE:"whydidn'tyouwakemeearlier"

NKANYISO:"youweresleepingsopeaceful,Ididn'twanttodisturbyou.Makeitsnappyifyou

wanttobeatthetraffic.



Tryingtobathquickisprovingtobedifficultespeciallywhenyouhungover.I'vemadepeace

withthefactthatI'llgetstuckintrafficandpossiblyarrivelateatwork.Hecomesinwithacup

ofsomemixedconcoctionandinstructmetodrink.Afterfindingoutitwillhelpwiththe

hangover.Iemptyallthecupscontentsinmymouth.Ittastebitter,Iwashitdownwithaglass

ofwaterafterwards.NowonderI'mfeelinglikecrap,lastnightIforgotaboutmyroutine.

Drinkingwaterinbetween,itusuallyworkswondersintermsofhangover.AsdifficultasitisI

finishinrecordtime,dressandsomethingsmellsdivinewhenIstepinthekitchen.Forsomeone

whowasrushingme,heseemsprettyrelaxed.

NKANYISO:"impressivenowsitdownandhavebreakfast"

OKUHLE:"thoughtyousaidthere'snotime"

NKANYISO:"andmystrategyworkedwonders"

OKUHLE:"I'msogonnagetyouforthisone,what'sthetimeanyway"

NKANYISO:"wehavehalfanhourtoindulgeinthisscrumptiousbreakfast"

OKUHLE:"wellinthatcaseyouareforgiven,I'mfurmished"

NKANYISO:"Iknewyouwouldbe"

Igrabonesausageintheplateinfrontofme.Ittastedivine,thisisexactlywhatIneed.

Whateverconcoctionhegavemeearlierisworking,Ifeelabitbettertheheadacheisnotasbad.

Iseehehasonegrandpatabletbesidemyplate.I'llbegoodasnewaftertakingit.Weenjoyour

breakfastinpeace,he'snotmakingmuchconversationthismorning.Everynowandthenour

eyesmeet.Ifeelhe'swaitingfortheperfecttimetolecturemeaboutmyboozeintakelastnight.

NotthatIblamehim,wewenthardonthatbottle.IwonderhowJaseisfeelingthismorning.

He'sprobablycopingjustfine,thatonestillclubsthroughoutthenight.Can'tsaysoabout

myself,spendinganightwithmydaughterindoorsismoreappealingtome.Heinsistonus

doingthedishesbeforeweleaveforwork.AsmuchasI'mnotinthemoodbutit'sbetterthan

comingtoahousefullofdirtydishes.Guesswearehavingthisconversationnow.

NKANYISO:"Makakhanyaaboutlastnight,Idon'thaveaproblemwithyougoingoutandI'll

gladlypickyouupbutpleasemonitoryourboozeintake"

OKUHLE:"Yahwewenttoohardonthatbottle,promisetomonitornexttime"



NKANYISO:"pleasehearmewell,Idon'thaveaproblemwithyoudrinkingwhenyououtwith

friends.Thestateyouguyswereinyesterday.It'squitescarywithallthehumantrafficking

syndicatehappeningallover.Babeithappenseverywhere,eventhetoilettripcouldleadyou

beingtrafficked"

OKUHLE:"thankyoubabeforcaring,pinkiepromise.Itwon'thappenagain"

NKANYISO:"yoursafetyismyprioritybabe,I'mgladyouunderstandmyconcern"

Hekissmycheek,it'strueyouknow.Humantraffickingisrealandtheyarealwaystargeting

easyprey.Honestlyspeakingitcouldhappentoanyone.Idrivetoworkwithallthesethoughts

lingeringonmymind.Hopefullytodaywon'tbeashecticasotherdays.IcallJasefirstthing

aftersettlingintheoffice.

OKUHLE:"doll,howareyoufeelingtoday?"

JASE:"likecrapnotintermsofhangover,I'mmeetingmysoontobeexlatertoday"

OKUHLE:"thesooneritgetsdonethebetterbabe"

Wechatforalittlewhile,Iforseeanotherdinnerdatesoon.AsformeIdon'tknowwhenI'llsort

thingswithBanzi.He'sbeenmissinginactionsincethedayofthekiss.AtextfromNkawishing

meaproductiveday,there'salsoasuggestionfromhimnottofetchKhanyasoIcanrest

properly.He'stotallyrightatleastIcancatchuponsomewelldeservedsleep.I'mburiedinwork

soonafterthat.JustbeforelunchtimeI'mrequestedtocometothereceptionforanother

bouquetdelivery.Myeyesautomaticallyrollsback,ifthere'snonoteaccompaniedbythese

flowersswearI'lllooseit.JustasIthought,there'snonote.Thebouquetlandsroughlyonthe

rubbishbin,theshockingstaresfrommyfellowcolleagues.I'mnotevenbotheredonebit.My

phonebeepssoonasIclosemyofficedoor,there'samessagewhichreads'meetmeatpigalle

Sandtonafterwork'thenerve!OnethingIwon'ttolerateisbeingbulliedaround.Itotallyignore

thesms.

Theentiredayrunsmoothlywithmecookedupintheoffice.'homesweethome'Iutterthose

wordsassoonasI'mbehindthesteeringwheel.Trafficisanightmaretoday,bumperto

bumpersuchadragafteralongday.SeemslikemyeyesaredefeatingmeasIapproachmy

house.ParkedexactlyinmydrivewayisMrdissappearingacthimself.I'mdefinitelynotinthe

moodforcompany,letalonehis.He'sleaningagainsthiscar,legscrossedandhandsinthe

pocket.Thesignaturepose,IsighasIparkrightnexttohiscar.Shouldn'thebewaitingforme



atsomefancyrestaurant?ThesmirkwhenIstepoutofmycar.

BANZI:"figuredyourstubbornselfwouldn'thonormyinvite"

Theconceptofthere'sathinlinebetweenconfidenceandarrogancedescribesthishuman

beingstandinginfrontofme.Nogreeting,hebringsthewholenewdefinitiontothewordrude.

OKUHLE:"mystubbornselfonlyhonorsherlovedonesinvitations"

BANZI:"youseethatrightthere,excitesmeevenmore."

OKUHLE:"hopeyou'llfindwhatI'mabouttodeliverevenmoreexciting.LookLubanzi,what

happenedbetweenustheotherday"

BANZI:"doyoualwaysanalyzeeverysituation.Doyoualwaysjumpintoconclusionandshut

outeverypossibilitiesoffindingpurehappiness?"

Ijuststareathimblankly.SwearI'venevermetanyoneasarrongantasthisman.Thesmirkis

back,hehasn'tchangedthesignaturepose.

OKUHLE:"Lookthekisswasamistake.Itwon'thappenagain"

BANZI:"thereyougoagain,jumpingintoconclusions.Gooutonadatewithmeasfriends.

That'stheonlywaywecanclarifythekissingincident.I'mnottakingnoforananswer,the

flowerdeliverieswillstop.EnjoyyoureveningMissKhumalo"

Hedoesn'tevenwaitformyreply.Hejumpsintohiscar,winksanddrivesoffinfullspeed.Ifind

myselfclappingmyhandsbeforegettinginsidemycar,he'sonestrangecharacter.I'vebeen

parkedinmythegarageforthepasttwentyminutesnow,lostinthoughts.I'msuddenlybrought

backtorealitybythemessagealerttoneonmyphone.There'samessagefromthesame

numberasearlier.

"Lunchdatesaturday,placeofyourchoice.Ibelieveyouwanttoclarifythingsandsettherecord

straight.Youdon'twantmedroppingunannouncedatyourplace,honorthisluchdate"



Suchabully.Thisguyclearlythinkstheworldrevolvesaroundhim,didhejustbullymeand

threwinamildthreatatthesametime.Lunchdateisunnecessarythough,Imeanthere's

nothingelsetodiscussotherthanmesettingtherecordstraight.Thatwon'teventaketen

minutes.That'sifhewontdisturbme.HeseemstodindpleasureindisturbingmewhenIspeak.

He'sjustplainrudeandarrogant.IwonderhowJase'sbreakupdateisgoing.Apartofme

wantstocallhimbutthethoughtofdisturbinghisbreakupspeechstopsme.It'sbeenonelong

day,allIneedismybublebath,foodandaproperundisturbedeighthoursleep.
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Amazinghowquicktheweekgoesby,regardlessofwhetheryouhavingfunornot.Saturday

hasfinallyarrived.ThemostcraziestthingisthatI'mactuallyconsideringthelunchdatewith

Banzi,alreadyhaveaplaceinmind.KhanyaisspendingtheweekendattheNxumalo's

residence,Lindoisalsothere.Nkahasbeenswampedwithworkandmeetingaveryimportant

clientonbehalfofMrNxumalosenior,therichclientsdon'tgiveadamnaboutweekends.

Moneymakethingspossible.Jaseisgoingonthesecondbreakupdate,apparentlythelastone

hecouldn'tbringhimselftoendthings.Thiswholesituationistakingatollonhim,mymoghey

isdrained.Myphonerings,speakofthedevil.

OKUHLE:"Readyfortoday'sbreakupmission"

JASE:"Isomehowdon'tthinkthatmissionwillbeaccomplished,moreespeciallytoday"

OKUHLE:"Whyisthat?"

JASE:"That'sbecausemysoontobeexandhisfamilyaregoingthroughaverydifficulttime,

rightnowLele"

OKUHLE:"Dishthemup,I'mallears".

JASE:"ApparentlyPastorselfrighteousfatheredachildoutsideofhismarriage,nowtheyare

forcednotonlytomeet,buttoacceptthechildashe'scomingtolivewiththem"

OKUHLE:"that'shectic,whyaretheseselfproclaimedmanofGodsopromiscuous"

JASE:"Yethe'sjudgementalwhenitcomestosamesexrelations".

OKUHLE:"Howishisfamilytakingthesenews?"



JASE:"Thewifeisdevastated,whatmakesitworseisthe"Pastor"isinconsiderateofher

feelings.She'sforcedtoacceptthechild,noquestionsasked"

OKUHLE:"that'sdeep,Iwasfacedwiththesamesituation.ThankGodIwasn'tforcedtoaccept

thechild,Iwasallowedtimetodigest,healandcometomyowndecisionwhereacceptingthe

childisconcerned"

JASE:"That'sthereasontherelationshipterminationwasunsuccessful.Lelehebrokedownas

hesharedthesenewswithme"

OKUHLE:"It'sunderstandable,itwould'vebeeninsensitivetoendthingswithhim"

JASE:"hegenuinelyloveshismom,hecarriesallherheartachewithhim.That'showstrong

theirbondis.Hehadtostaystrongwhileshebrokedown"

OKUHLE:"it'sheartbreakingwhatshe'sgoingthrough"

It'scrazyhowsituationslikethesealwaysmakemequestionmyparentsmarriage.It'sno

secretthatMakhumalowillprotecthermarriageatallcosts.Itdoesn'tchangethefactthatno

marriageisperfect.Whydoestheirsseemsflawless,whatsecretsarehiddenbehindthe

perfectiondisplayed.Theyareprobablyoneofthefewcoupleswhoarehighlyblessedand

favored.MyheartbleedsforthePastorswife,somewomenaretrulyoppressedintheir

marriages.Howisoneexpectedtojustacceptareminderofherhusbandsinfedility

immediately.Doesn'tshedeservetimetodealwithheremotionsandangerfirstbefore

everything.CansomeoneremindmeagainwhyIwasinsuchahurrytogrowup?Adulthood

seemedverydesirablebackthen.Oureldersmadeitseemeffortlessandenjoyable.

JASE:"Icanrelatetotheirpain"

OKUHLE:"sodoI"

JASE:"adulthoodissofuckedupLele"

OKUHLE:"mysentimentsexactly"

JASE:"Don'ttellmeyouareconsideringdoingthelunchdatewithMrarroganthimself"

OKUHLE:"Iactuallyam,itsonlyadateJase."

JASE:"Leleyoudon'towethatsonofa,youknowwhat!Iwasraisedsomuchbetterthanto

swearmyelders.What'swiththisguyanyway,thatbringconfusionsomuch?"

OKUHLE:"CanIbehonestwithyou,withoutanyjudgment"



JASE:"goaheadbutI'llstillreprimandandgivemytwocentsanyway.Shoot"

OKUHLE:"trustmeIknowyoutoowell"

Ilaughafterthatstatement.OnethingIloveaboutJaseHewillpassjudgementbutit'sformy

owngood.Therearenoboundariesorlimitationswheretruthisconcernedinourrelationship.

Havingfriendswhoarebrutallyhonestwithoutsparingyourfeelings,solongasit'sforyourown

good.Istrulyablessing,Jasealwaysservesthetruthnomatterhowhurtfulitmaybe.Weuse

toarguealotbackthen,becausesometimesIdidn'twanttohearthetruth.Butthat'soneofthe

thingsIloveandappreciatesmostabouthim.

JASE:"Ihaveunlimitedairtimeandeagertohearyourresponse"

OKUHLE:"okayheregoesnothing.Banziisdaring,exciting,mysteriousandlivesontheedge.

AllthefactorsmentionedexcitemeJase.He'sarrogant,yetgoeswhathewants.He'slikethe

badboy,ourparentswarnedusabout.Theforbidenfruitbutstillthatdoesn'tchangethe

curiosityofwantingtotastethatforbiddenfruit"

JASE:"you'vealwaysbeenattractedtotheDominantegomaniaccharactersLele.Remember

Smanga?"

OKUHLE:"Smanga,BraMuzi,Banzitheresemblanceintheircharacter."

JASE:"andtheyneverendwellLele,stayawayfromthesedominantmalesdoll."

OKUHLE:"youaresuchamoodkiller,doyouknowthat?"

JASE:"foryourwellbeing,I'llkillthatconfusedmoodanytime.StayawayfromthisBanzi

character.I'mwarningyou"

OKUHLE:"yahIhearyou"

JASE:"youarereallygoingonthatlunchdate,aren'tyou?Don'tyouevendarelietome.Iknow

thatvoice,it'snotconvincingatall."

OKUHLE:"Iwanttosettherecordstraightthat'sall,besidesI'mbored."

JASE:"Lordhavemercyonthiswoman,burythehoetendenciesthataretryingtotakeoverher

andplease!Pleasefather,killBanziforme.Amen"

OKUHLE:"Lordhavemercyonmyfavoritemoghey,burythehoetendeciesandpleasedon'tkill

anyone.Iknowyoursondidn'tmeanwhathesaid.Amen"

JASE:"ImeantthelastlineLele"



OKUHLE:"Goodbyelover,wewillcatchuplater"

JASE:"therewon'tbeanycatchinguplater,Iwillcallyoueverythirtyminutes.Owand

rememberIhavecontactsinthecellphonetrackingdepartments,sodon'teventhinkofignoring

mycalls"

OKUHLE:"IloveyouJase"

JASE:"Iloveyoubutthosehoetendencies,Idespise.Ciao"

Justlikethathehangsup.Jaseisquiteacharacterbuthe'srightyouknow.I'vealwaysbeen

attractedtothesedominantmalefigures.Nkaistheonlynormalguy,I'vedated.Nowthatwe've

mentionedhisname,IwonderhowBraMuziis.Hashefoundclosureandfinallyletgoofhis

latewife.Thinkingaboutthatwholesituationgivemethecreeps.Peoplehavedifferentwaysof

handlinggrief.WhichmakesmewonderwhatskeletonsdoesBanzicomewith.Imeaneveryone

hastheirowndemons.Ihaven'tbeencompletelyhonestwithJasenormyselfregardingthekiss

andwhatIactuallyfelt.Thatkissawakenedthisburningdesireinme.There'sastrongfeeling

warningmetostayawayfromBanzi.Isomehowfeelthislunchdatewillclarifythingsformeas

well.It'scrazy,haveyoueverfeltlikemaybemeetingwithsomeonewillsomehowerasethe

creepingdesireyouhavetowardsthem.MaybemeetingBanzioutsidetheworkingenvironment,

willtakeofftheurge.Atthispointthisseemsliketheonlyoptiontodealwiththisforeign

developingfeelingtowardshim.

Igothroughhistextforthethirdtime,amazinghowonlythesewordswarmsmyheart.Isend

himthelocationandtimewherethedatewilltakeplace.Heimmediatelyrespondswitha

winkingemoji.Whatthehell,thenerveofthisman.Iselectjeans,long-sleevedt-shirt,jacketand

sneakers.Idon'twanttosendoutthewrongimpressionbybeingallsexyandstuff.Istillhave

threemorehourstokill,IcalltheKhumalo'sandtheyarecomplainingaboutmissingKhanya.

Theywantustovisit,Ipromisetocomenextweekendandthatseemstowork.IcallLangelihle

andtherascalsarealloverourconversation.Wehardlyhadaproperchat,thephonewentfrom

onerascaltothenext.She'slookingforwardtoourvisit,talkaboutaverybusyschedulenext

weekend.Thenextcalltakeshalfanhour,listeningtoKhanyaandLindo'stales.Theirbusy

scheduletiresmealready,theyhavethecoolestgranny.Nowit'stimetogetreadyformylunch

datewithMrarroganthimself.

Insert125



Asmallvoicekeepswhisperingformetoabortallmission.I'malldressedupandreadytoleave.

IcallNkabeforeleavingthehouse,he'sfrustratedovertheclientsunreasonabledemands.He

evencomplainshowhe'sdisturbingtheirmeetingbytakingpersonalcallseverynowandthen.

LuckilyI'mnotinhispositionrightnow,whydorichpeoplefeeltheneedtodoastheyplease.

Perksofhavingmillionsinone'saccount.Bythetimewesayourgoodbyes,he'smorecalmer

andeventhanksmeforthecall.I'mgladtohavebrightenedhisday,aswellashismood.Iplay

mysjava'scollectionwhiledrivingtothedateslocation.Itouchonmymakeupafterparking

acrosstherestaurantsentrances.Jase'scallcomesthrough,hecalledtoremindmeofthehalf

anhourcallroutine.JeezIdoubtI'llevenspendanhourthere.

Iwalkinafterlockingthecar,he'sonhisfeetsignalingformetojoinhim.Wow,Ididn'teven

expecthimtobeherealready.I'msevenminutesearly.WhyamIimpressedbythis?Imakemy

waytowardshim.Thesmirkandonehandinhispocket.It'susuallytwobothhands,theother

handhadtowork.Thatmakessense,thesmirk.Doesthisguyevergenuinelysmile.Hepullsthe

chairoutforme,somebodybroughttheirgentlemanmannersalongtoday.

BANZI:"MaKhumaloyoumadeit,quiteearlyI'mimpressed"

OKUHLE:"I'malsosuprisedyouarehereearly"

BANZI:"ofcourseIdon'tkeepladieswaiting.It'snotinmynature"

OKUHLE:"Ladies,Isee"

BANZI:"Don'tevenblowthingsoutofproportion,ofcourseladies.Frommom,cousin,business

partnersetc"

OKUHLE:"Youfelttheneedtoexplain,why?"

BANZI:"youreyes,nevermindI'llexplainoneday"

OKUHLE:"caretoexplain"

BANZI:"Youseerightthere,youdiditagain."

OKUHLE:"mhmm"

Igetthefeelinghewon'texplainanyfurther.Hesignalsforthewaiter,can'tignorethefactthat

he'sonlyhavingwater.He'sdressedcasually,jeans,sneakersandagolfert-shirt.It'squite

chillyfortheshortsleeveormaybeI'mgenuinelyafraidofthecold.Butthenagain,thisisthe

samemanthatenjoyshavingtheair-conditioneronduringwinter.Strange,he'smorelaidback



today.Thewaiterjoinsus,he'spatientlywaitingformetoplacemyorderfirst.Itakemy

precioustimeandheorderswithoutbrowsingthroughthemenu.Hesuggestabottleofwine

butIshootdownthatidea.TodayI'mrefrainingfromanyintoxicatingbeverages.I'llsticktomy

juice.Ihavetobeofsobermindthroughoutthislunchdate.Icanalwaysgrabmybottleofwine

onwayhome.

BANZI:"MaKhumaloIbelieveyouhadsomethingtotellme"

He'seffortlesslydoingitagain,awakeningtheurge.TheMaKhumalonameagain.Hecaught

meoffguard,nolie.

OKUHLE:"inregardswiththekiss,itwasamistake.Ibelivewewerebothdrunkandit

shouldn'thavehappened"

BANZI:"IwasofsobermindMakhumaloandIwantedittohappen.IfyourememberwellIwas

theonewhocameafteryou.Therewasnomistake."

OKUHLE:"wellfrommysideitwasamistake"

BANZI:"well,I'llacceptthat.Fornow."

Thesmirkagain.Whateverthat'fornow'implies,havenothingtodowithme.Thewaiterbrings

ourfoodandwedigin.He'sverytalkativeoutsidetheofficeenvironment.Hetakesmethrough

hischildhoodjourney,whathegotuptowithhissiblings.Ifindmyselflaughingcomfortably

throughouthisconversations.He'ssuchagreatstoryteller,hepaintstheseimagesanditfeels

likeIwastherethroughouthischildhood.WefinisheatingandI'mstilleagertohearallabout

hischildhood,herefillsourdrinks.I'mstillstickingtomychoiceofdrink.

OKUHLE:"howmuchmoretroubledidyougetintoduringyourhighschoolyears"

BANZI:"Girltroublemostly,seeyoudoingthateyethingagainMaKhumalo.Guessthistopic

hassparkedyourinterest"

OKUHLE:"Notreally,it'squiteclear.Youwereaplayerofnote"

BANZI:"That'snotentirelytrueMaKhumalo,highschooldayswerethemostdifficultyearsof

mylife.Dadexpectedmorefromus,wewereeatingandbreathingbooks.WellLuyologotupto



troubleeverynowandthen.Iwasmoreofateacherspetandparentspleaser"

OKUHLE:"thatwasunexpected,thoughtyouwerethereasonbehindthefuckboygeneration."

BANZI:"That'swhathappenswhenyoujudgeabookbyitscoverMakhumalo.Thisisthewhole

reasonwhyIwantedthislunchmeetinginthefirstplace."

OKUHLE:"Fairenough,carryon.Iwanttohearallthegorrydetails"

BANZI:"there'salwaysasparkleinyoureyeswhensomethingintriguesorexcitesyou"

OKUHLE:"that'safirst"

BANZI:"AreyoublushingMaKhumalo?"

OKUHLE:"Niggerplease,carryonwithyourhighschoolyears"

BANZI:"Wellhigh-schoolcamewithalotofresponsibilities,unlikenormalteenswhodate,

partyandlazearound.Wedidextramuralactivitiessuchasswimming,rugby,chess

tournamentsandsaturdayschool.SundayswerereservedforchurchandafterchurchDad

checkedallourbooksandwehadtoknoweverythingwedidthroughouttheweekorelsethey'll

bepunishment.Doesthatexplainsthestatementofeatingandlivingbooks?"

OKUHLE:"Thatmust'vebeenhectic"

BANZI:"Wegotusedtoit,theonlytimewehadfunandallowedtobekidswasduringschool

holidays.WewouldbegdadtosendustotheEasterncape,ourgrannyallowedustobenormal

teenageboys."

OKUHLE:"Wellallparentshaveadifferentwayofraisingtheirkids."

BANZI:"I'mnotcomplainingthough,therewerefuntimesinbetween.Familyvacationsandall

theotherluxuriesthatcamewithhardworkandgoodschoolmarks.Therewasbalance,now

thatIthinkaboutit"

OKUHLE:"Wouldyouraiseyourkids,thesamewayasyouwereraised?"

BANZI:"Notentirelythey'llbefewadjustments.MaKhumalomydadwasgroomingustobe

successfulbusinessman.Hedidn'tgiveustheopportunitytoexploreanddecidewhatwe

aspiredtobeandthat'sdefinitelyonethingI'llchangewithhowIwasbroughtup"

OKUHLE:"Whatexactlyareyoudoingoverseas?"

BANZI:"I'mbasicallyrunningthefamily'sempireabroad,studyingandmakingmorebusiness

contacts."

OKUHLE:"Wowthat'squiteimpressive"



BANZI:"well,it'sgettingkindoflonelysometimes.Dadismovingabroadwiththerestofthe

family,soI'llhavetorunhisnationalbrancheswithLuyolooneofthesedays"

OKUHLE:"I'msureyou'llhavenoproblemheadingandrunningoperationsthisside"

Helooksatmeforalongwhile,almostlikestudyingmeortryingtofindthesincerityinmylast

statement.InsteadoflookingawayIstareathim,weareonsomestarringcontestandI'mnot

onetobackdownfromachallenge.Itgoesonforawhileuntilhebreaksintoaseriouslaughter,

whatdoyouknow?Hedoesn'tonlysmirkbutlaughs.Ijustsmileanddrinkmyjuice.Myphone

rings,Iexcusemyselfandtakethecall.

JASE:"Don'ttellmeyouarestillonthatforbiddenlunchdate"

OKUHLE:"AsamatteroffactIstillam"

JASE:"Leleit'sbeentwoandahalfhours,what'syourhoeingassstilldoingoverthere?"

OKUHLE:"Noyoucan'tbeserious"

Ilookatmyclockandit'sindeedtwoandhalfhourslater.Mygoodness,theplanwasn'ttostay

thislong.Theysaytimeflieswhenyouhavingfun.

OKUHLE:"Ican'tbelievetimehasflownsomuch"

JASE:"Getthatnotsoflatassofyourshome,I'llbethereinthenextthirtyminutes"

OKUHLE:"saynomore,I'monmyway"

JASE:"notaminutelater,thirtyminutesLele"

Iburstintolaughterwhilemakingmywaytothetable.Oureyesmeetandhe'sthefirsttobreak

eyecontactandsignalsforthewaiter.Hesettlesthebillandgivesmeawarmsmile.

BANZI:"MaKhumaloletmenotkeepyou.Ibelieveyouowemeasecondlunchdate,whereI'll

gettohearallaboutyourchildhood.Asfriendsofcouse"



AllImanagetosayis"mmhmm"

Insert126

Thelunchdatewasn'tsuchabadidea,eventhoughJasewastotallyagainstit.AmIcrazy

honoringthesecondlunchdateinvitation?We'veironedoutourdifferencesandhecertainly

knowswherewestand.WhydoIfeelsoguiltythough?Myintentionswastosettherecord

straightandnotevenspendhalfanhour.I'mguiltridden,becauseIenjoyedhiscompany.

AnothercallcomesthroughfromJase.

JASE:"Leledon'tpissmeoff,whereareyou?"

OKUHLE:"Chill,I'mtwominutesaway"

Heclickshistongueandhangsuponme.Mymogheycanbeunnecessarilydramatic,

sometimes.He'sstandingnexttothegate,lookingallfiftyshadesofupset.Ishould'vebought

thatwineonmywaybackhome.

JASE:"tookyoulongenough"

OKUHLE:"theexaggeration,Ileftimmediatelyafteryourcall"

JASE:"mhmm"

Foreveragentlemanthisone,thisisbyfarnotover.He'swaitingforustogetindoorsbefore

rippingmeinshreds.SeewhyIregretnotpurchasingthatbottleofwine.Myphonebeepsjust

asweareinside.Thesmileinvoluntarilyformsonmyface.Themesagereads

"eagertohearallaboutyourchildhoodshenanigans.lovelydayfurther,MaKhumalo"

JASE:"It'shim,isn'tit?"mymainconcerniswhyyousmilingandactinglikearetard"

OKUHLE:"Itwasonlyalunchdatebetweenfriendsorcolleagues,nothinglessornothing

more"



JASE:"childareyoublindorpretendingtobe"

OKUHLE:"Youareblowingthingsoutofproportionnow,seriouslytheguydidn'tevenmakea

moveonme.Weironedoutourdifferences.Therestofthelunchwasasinnocentasagrade3

pupilinclass.Jeez"

JASE:"Howcertainareyouthatyouarebothonthesamepage?"

OKUHLE:"twohundredpercentcertain,canwemovealongnow"

JASE:"YouseemsmittenbythisBanzicharacterandthere'ssomethingunsettlingabouthim

Lele.IfIwereyouI'dkeepthingsonaprofessionallevelandforgetaboutthesesocalled'lunch

date'friendnonsense"

OKUHLE:"That'sexactlyhowIfeltbeforetoday'slunchdatewithhim.WellIcan'tcompletely

vouchforhimasfarascharacterisconcernedbutheseemsharmless.Alittlearrogantmaybe"

JASE:"Idon'ttrusthimonebit,there'sdefinitelysomethingamissabouthimLele."

OKUHLE:"yahyahIhearyouMrMbatha.Canwechangethetopicalready,howwasyourdate?

"

JASE:"Let'snotevengothereLele,I'mdrainedasis"

OKUHLE:"Thatbadhuuh?"

Heshrugshisshouldersandthrowsallhisweightonthecouch.Thatwinewould'vecomein

handyrightnow,evenabottleofbubblywould'vebeengreattouplifthismood.

JASE:"TheemotionalburdenLele,that'sallI'vebeensubjectedtosincethiswholePastor's

scandalunraveled"

OKUHLE:"It'stakingatollonyou,it'squiteevidentdoll"

JASE:"sometimesIfeellikedisconnectingfromthiswholething.woulditbesuchabadidea,

toeliminatemyselffromthiswholesituation?"

OKUHLE:"It'sdoable,butknowingyou.You'llgivehimsupporttillthisdramavanish"

JASE:"Idefinitelywouldn'tkickhimwhilehe'sdown"

OKUHLE:"Weareallguiltyofbeingsomeone'semotionalburdenattimes,butwecarryeach

otherthroughout.Tilltheend."



JASE:"Amen"

OKUHLE:"Yourdateendedratherquick,whatreallywentdown"

JASE:"Hisfathercalled,everybodyhadtobepresenttowelcomethenewmemberofthe

family"

OKUHLE:"Sosoon,couldn'theatleastgivethemtwomoreweekstoprocessthiswholething?"

JASE:"It'squiteunfortunateforthembuthopefullythingswillworkoutforthebetter"

OKUHLE:"Talkaboutbeingselfishandcontrolling"

JASE:"Wonderwhathiscongregationandfollowerswillmakeofthis,ifthetruthcomesout"

OKUHLE:"It'sveryunfortunatethatoursocietynormalizeextramaritalaffairs,thesystemstill

favorsMen."

JASE:"Forallyouknowhewillbecelebratedandseenasaheroforbringingthatchildintohis

maritalhome"

OKUHLE:"Westillhavealongwaytogo"

JASE:"luckilyIcanexercisebothrightsbeingbornamaleandlivingasawoman"

OKUHLE:"onlyyouarecapableofsayingsuchcrazythingsinthemiddleofaseriousdebate"

Webothburstoutinlaughter.Iwouldn'ttradeJasefortheworld.Idosocializewithladiesevery

nowandthen,butthatisasfarasitgoes.Wenormallyengageinsuchtopicshalfwaythrough

thebottleofbubblyorwine.

JASE:"Nowthatwearerelaxedandtheemotionsareincheck,howwasyourlunchdate?"

OKUHLE:"Honestlyitwasn'tasexpected"

JASE:"Inagoodorbadway?"

OKUHLE:"Promiseyouwon'tjudgeme?"

JASE:"stillitwon'tchangemyopinionoverthisBanzicharacterorhisintentionswithyou"

OKUHLE:"Ienjoyedeveryminuteofit"

JASE:"JeezLele,getagripmadam.Thisguyhasyoueatingoutofhishand,heisquite

strategicaboutitaswell.Myonlyconcern,hisstrategiesareprovingsuccessful."



OKUHLE:"YouarepassingjudgmentJase,can'tIbevulnerableandhonestwithyouanymore"

JASE:"I'monlybeinghonestdoll,straighttalkdoesn'tbreakanyfriendshipordoesit?"

OKUHLE:"ofcourseitdoesn't,honestlyIenjoyedmyselfthisafternoon.It'snotlikeI'mseeking

aromanticrelationshipwiththeguy.TodayIsawadifferentsideofhim"

JASE:"allI'msaying,don'tlooseadiamondwhilecollectingstones"

OKUHLE:"Ihearyouclearlydoll"

Hecomplainsofhunger,wedecidetoorderin.Apparentlythere'saChineserestaurantthat

makesthebestsushiintown.Heordersenoughtofeedanarmy,onecanneverlooseweight

withJasearound.Ineedtohitthegymonceagain,ifonlylosingweightwasaseasyasgaining

it.AcallfromMrsNxumalodisturbsourconversation.IansweratthetopofmyvoicebutwhatI

hearfromtheothersideisenoughtogivemeamildheartattack.

MRSNXUMALO:"It'sNka,we'vejustreceivedacallrightnow.Lethokuhlehurrytothehospital"

OKUHLE:"What,Who?WhathappenedtoNka"

I'malreadyonmyfeet.She'smovingaround,thereceptionisverybad.Ican'tmakeouttherest

ofthesentence.JaselooksaspuzzledasIam,thelastthingImakeoutofthisbreaking

conversationishersaying"shewillsendmethelocation"

JASE:"Lelewhat'sgoingon,whatdidtheseniorMrssay"

OKUHLE:"somethingaboutmerushingtothehospital,andtheyjustreceivedacall.Shit!Nka"

Thetearsflowfreelyonmycheeks.Jasegrabsthecarkeysandpullsmeoutside.Mymindis

onslowmotion,it'sprobablydenialmixedwithconfusion.Jase'swordssoundslikehe's

blabbering,mymindisfailingtograspeventhesimplestwords.Amazinghowone'smind

workstoprotectyoufrompain.I'mnumbIdon'twanttofeel.I'mwaryofallthemovements

happeningaroundme,likeJasestrappingmeinthepassengerseat.MyphonebeepsandI

overhearhimsaying"Greatthelocation",afterthatIcompletelyzoneout.IswearMichael

SchumacherhasnothingonJase,thenextthing.Heisbeggingmetocomewithhim.I'm

reluctant.Thefearofwhatawaitsmebehindthosecloseddoors.



JASE:"Whatever'swaitingforusbehindthosecloseddoors,wewillfaceittogether.Ipromise"

Ilookathispinkyfinger,thistakesmebacktodustystreetsofverulam.Thecommunitypark

bullies,that'stheexactwordsheusedtocomfortme.Exceptthisisnocommunitypark,weare

notschoolkidsanymore.ButIfindthosewords

comforting.Itakehishandandsqueezeittightly.Mypalmsaresweating.Itfeelssurreal,likea

baddream.Ikeepprayingsomeonemightwakemefromthisnightmare.everythingcomes

tumblingdownwhenIseeTheNxumalo'sfamilygatherednotsofarfromthereceptionarea.

MyfeetfeelsheavyandI'mstrugglingtocarrymyweight.Myeyesquicklytravelsthrougheach

andeverymember.Iscanthemcarefullybuthe'snotamongthemembersseatedthere.This

can'tbehappening.


