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Igrewuplivingwithmymotheratthiswhite

mansionwhereshewasWorkingasadomestic

worker,wehadourownLilcottageatthebackwhich

waswellequippedandtosayIwasdifferentto

thesewhitekidswouldbeunderated.Weplayed

together,dideverythingtogether...wewenttothe

sameschoolforgoodnesssakeandonweekendsI

waspermittedtosleepinsideumamaalaleyedwa.

Rumorhasitthatmymothergotpregnantonher

firstyearinEastLondonaftershewassenttofinish

offherhighschool.Theguywhoknockedherup

deniedhavinganyinvolvementwithhersoheraunt

whomshewassenttolivewiththrewheroutsaying

shehasbroughtabadluckandhastarnishedthe

familynamebygoingaroundcarryingevidenceya

sexandevenworse,abastard.OkaysoIneverasked

alotaboutmydad:/Iwasn'tinterestedcozIwas

happywhereIwas,Iwasnevertreatedlikethe



domesticworkerschild,Ifeltlikepartofthefamily.I

didn'tknowanythingaboutmyrootsandatthat

stageIwasn'tbotheredatall...

yearspassedandIwasdoingthefourthgradewhen

mymothergotreallysick.Shewasadmittedtothe

localpublichospitalbutwaslatertransferredto

CapeTownbecozthedoctorsdiagnosedherwitha

heartdiseasemeaningshehadtogoundertheknife.

Allthiswhileheremployershadtakenmein,taken

goodcareofmeandmadesurethatIwasreceiving

enoughattentionastocloselagapofnothavingmy

motherrighthere...heroperationwasunsuccessful

though.

Thenewsdevastatedme.She'stheonlyfamilyI

had,whatnow?Heremployees,theSmith'swerevery

goodpeople.Theytriedallmeanstomakecontact

withrelativesbutinvainsoweresortedinburying

heratalocalcemeterythentheyofficiallyadopted

meandbroughtmeupwithouthassles.

Onmyeighthgrade...theteenagestagestarted



kickingin.Iwantedtofitin,Iwantedtheattention,I

wantedtotryeverything...inonewordbendiphapha.

OnedayIcamehomelatewithEvemysister...she

hadsuggestedwewatchfootballsincewewerenot

practicingthatdayandfromfootballwewentto

havingacoupleofdrinkswithourfriends.Shewasa

yearolderthanme,andagradeahead...hada

boyfriendinthefootballsquadandyeah,shewas

quitewild.

Herboyfrienddroveushome,wegotinsideandthe

folkswerewaiting,boilingwithanger!

Dad:"isthisthetimetocomehomefromschool"?

weweretipsy:/

dad:''Evelyn"!

Eve:"daddy"?



Dad:"isthis..holyJesusareyoudrunk"?

dadsniffedherthencametome,yhohewaslivid!

ma:"Evelyn"!

:/

ma:"Trinalique"!

me:"Mom"?

ma:"areyoudrunk?whathappenedtoyou?ona

Wednesday"?

nowonthat'Trinalique'tip-_-itsanametheygave

tomewhentheyadoptedmemeaning...Ibecame

SibongileTrinaliqueSmith#STS

Icouldn'tbringmyselftospeak...theystormed

out,weracedtoourroom,lockeditandfloppedon

thebed.



whenIwokeupitwas04:00am:'(andmyheadwas

throbbing.Understandableforafirst-timer:(coz

alcoholwasnotreallymythinkbutbecozIwanted

tofitin,Itrieditout.Iwokeupandwenttobath...my

daywassooooooogonnabehectic:afterclassIhad

astudysessionforanhour,hockeypracticefortwo

hoursandamusicalandpoetryclassafterwards.

IreturnedandwokeEveupasImademybed.She

camebackandwewenttothelaunderette

downstairsforspareuniformitemscoztheoneswe

worethepreviousdayweresmellingofarubbish

hump.

wegotdressednotmakingconversation,each

personinherownworld.

MrsSmithappearedfromthekitcheninheroffice

suit

her:"breakfastisready"



us:"coming"

sheturnedandwalkedout

me:"we'reindeepshit"

Eve:"tellmesomethingIdon'talreadyknow...Ican't

facedadrightnow"

me:"youspeakasifwehaveachoice"

her:"yeah...let'sjustgetthisoveranddonewith...my

dayisalreadyhectic"

wefollowedeachothertothediningtableand

greeted...silencefilledtheroom.Itookcereal,dried

fruitandcoldmilk.Eveatethefullcontinental

breakfastndaphakamaandrinsedmybowl...leftto

gofetchmybagandsportsbagndaphumaand

waitedforEveatthegate...shefinallycameout

lookingtiredalready.



Her:"he'sstillthinkingofapunishment"

me:"Ibetwe'llbegroundedthisweekend"

her:"Ican'taffordthat...Benistakingmeout"

me:"we'lljusthavetowaitandsee"

ourlifttoschoolcamethrough,wehoppedinand

wenttoschool.

<3
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Wewenthomesafikakesunjaloasithethiswaohwell

Iwenttomyroomandundressed,gotdressedin

sportswearandwentjogging,Ineededthisjogto

steamoffandbecauseIwouldbeinahockey

practicethefollowingdaysoIneededtoloosenupa

bit.IjoggedforanhourthenreturnedhomeandEve

wascookingwithauntNandiourhelper.Igreeted

andwenttomyroom,showeredandwenttohelp



Nandi:"whathaveyougirlsdone?yourdadislivid"?

Eve:"wekinda...upsethim"

Nandi:"yho"

that'sallshesaid,wecookedfinishedthenshe

servedthefamily...

dad:"Evelyn"

her:"daddy"?

dad:"tomorrowwhenyoureturnfromschoolIneed

mycarwashed,thedogshousecleanedandthe

gardenwatered"

her:"but-"

Dad:"Trina"

me:"yessir"

dad:"youwillcleanthecottageandthegarage"

me:"yessir"

Eve:"butwehavesportstomorrow"



Dad:"Iknow"

lolsoifheknowshowdoesheexpectustodoallof

thisbeforehereturnsfromwork?Afterdinnerwe

clearedthetableandpackedthedisheskwi

dishwashersayaeroomin

me:"nowthisissomeshit"

Eve:"ayyourdadismadnow...hecan'texpectusto

doallofthat"

me:"ifyoureallywannagooutwithBen,youbetterdo

itall"

Ifloppedontobed:/heh!Youhavenocluehowbig

thatfreakingcottageis:odon'tevenmentionthe

garage...thatgaragecankeepupto5cars:/no

that'sanunderstatement:daddrivesaPorsche

whichwasagiftfromhiswifeontheir50th

anniversaryandhehasaBakkieweusewhengoing

tothefarms,thenhiscompanycar.Momdrivesa



KompressorbutalsohasanotherCarthatDad

boughtforherontheiranniversary.ThenThere's

Marcus,LukeandKeri'scars...thosearetheelder

siblingsbutKeriismarriedonlyher18thbirthdaycar

isleftasremembrance>_<anywayIwas

strategizingonhowtogoaboutlecleaning?Idozed

offstillthinking

Thealarmwentoff!!!!wejumpedoutofbedand

racedforthebathroom,returnedandmadethebeds

thenpreparedforschoolwewentdownstairswith

ourschoolbagsplussportbags,Iwasn'thungry...I

grabbedanappleandmadewaytothedoor

mom:"you'renoteating"?

me:"I'lljusthaveanapplema"

mom:"Ohk,lemmedropyouoff..Eve"?

her:"I'llgowithdaddy"

lolshewasusedtobeingdaddy'slittlegirlshame,I



leftwithmomandsheseemedabitcoolerthanI

thought:vregardingthekindamusicshelistenedto.

Igottoschoolthenshegavemeahundredbuck

ndabulelandahamb...mydaywassooogonnabe

hectic.Istartedngeclasseszam,proceededtothe

studysession,thentothefieldandlaterontothe

musicalclass.BythetimeIwasdoneIwasliterally

out!Ineededmybed,Ineededsomerest:(butI

wasn'tgonnagetany.IwaitedforEvetocomeout

thenshecalledBenwhotookushome.

Immediately...wejustchangedandattackedour

work!Istartedngecottage...tookmethreehours

:'(daddyreturnedandcametocheckoneachofus

gqibawabuyelaendlini.Iwasdoneby22:00I

couldn'teveneat,Ijusttookashortshowerandgot

intobedndalalakwasa.Thistimewhenthealarm

wentoff,Eveswitcheditoffandcontinuedsleeping...

sometimelateronmomcametowakeusup

Ipushedmyselftothebathroom,tookawholehour



togetreadyforschoolandIwasalreadylate..Eve

saidwemustleaveher:/Idon'tknowhowthatday

proceeded,Iwasoutofspace...mymindwasjustnot

there.

ThatSaturdayshewentoutwithBenandIcovered

forher

***

Novemberwasawardsmonthsoathomeitwasa

bigdealyouhadtogetatleast3awardsinayearif

not,youhadtoexplainyourselfandendurebeing

grounded.Soonthe15wasthede-daywedressed

upinfullneatuniform,blazersandallthenweleftin

daddy'scar,arrivedattheschoolhallandwere

shownourseatsHaikelaqalauvalo:owhenEve

receivedforthreesubjectsandoneforsports.Iwas

sweatingbecausetheystartedcallingfromgrade

elevendownsoourgradewastobethelasttohe

calledout.BeingaSmith,Ihadtochillmyassoffcoz

Iwasneartheendontheregister.



whenmynamewasfinallycalledoutIhadforgotten

-_-andluckyforme,Ialsoreceivedforthreesubjects

andsportBUT:DIalsoreceivedformusicaland

poetrysoIwasoneawardaheadofEveandIwas

pleasedwithmyself.

weweretreatedtoMcD'sthenwenthome,Eve

wasn'tenviouswhatsoever...sheonlyworkedhard

forthoseawardstomakeherparentsproud,ifnot

forthem..,shewouldn'tgiveadamn!

wewroteouryearendexams,collectedourreports

andclosedtheschools.Nowwhenitcameto

schoolholidays,wehadtothinkverycarefullywhere

wewantedtogo...eitherwewenttoKeriin

BloemfonteinorMarcusinCapeTownbutLukewho

wasinJo'burgwasnotevenanoption...daddy

wouldn'tallowus.Lukeisafreebeing,he'snotstrict,

he'sjustLukeanddadwantedassurancethatwe

won'tbecomehooligansduringthefestiveseason

sohecalledKeriforusandshewasgladthatwe

werecomingover...Evewasn't:/



ShewantedtogotoCapeTownbecauseBenwas

thereo.OIdon'tknowhowhermindworksthough

anywaywepackedanddadboughtusbustickets

:(whathappenedtoplanes?Theytookustothebus

stationandsawusoff...wehadlotsandlotsoffood

forthejourney

me:"youdon'tlooktoohappy"

her:"Imissmyboyfriend"

me:"soyou'llbelikethisfortheentiremonth"?

shesnortedatme...ndamyeka

Her:"Ibetyouwouldn'tknowhowitfeels...you'restill

achild"

me:"whatever"

her:"mmh"



afteradayandnightridewearrivedinBloem,Keri

andherhusbandwerealreadytherewaitingforus.

Wehuggedandkissed,theyhelpedusloadour

luggagethenweheadedhome..,shewaswelloff!

Comingfromarichbackgroundandgettingmarried

toastinkingrichman.,.thisisthegoodlife.Wewere

shownourseparatebedrooms,Ifreshenedupand

gotintobedndakhendalala.

thisBloemfonteinbettertreatusgood...weain'there

tospendourdaysindoors:)wewannaexplore,be

wildanddoerr'thangwesurewouldn'tdoathome!
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ImusthavesleptforalongtimecozwhenIwokeup

,actuallyno,Evewokemeup.

me:"mmh"?

her:"I'mhungry"



me:"so"?

shepatmeonceagain,Isatupandrubbedmyeyes...

myeyeswanderedaroundthenIwokeupand

openedallthesewhitewoodendoorsuntilIfound

thebathroom,didmybusinessandwentbacktoher

me:"aretheyhome"?

her:"Idoubt...thehouseseemsquiet"

me:"mh"

shegotup,Ifollowedaswewentdownstairs,the

housewasreallyemptysowemadeourselvesat

homeandsavagedthefridge:/

me:"donttellmethesepeoplearevegans"

her:"youbetterbekidding"

me:"yhoIthinksomethingisnibblingonmy



intestines"

IsatonahighstoolasEvecheckedoutthe

fridge...lolthefrownonherface

her:"atleasttheyhaveeggs"

me:"yho...thisisgonebeonelonghelluvaholiday"

her:"tellmeaboutit"

Ihelpedherasshedidscrambledeggsforus,I

pouredorangejuiceandtoastedsomebreadthen

wesatdownandate.

her:"firstdayawayfromhomeandI'msofucken

bored"

me:"makestwoofus...IwishwewenttoJo'burg"

her:"haha!rememberwhatwegotuptothere?dad

wouldneverallowusagain"



me:"urgh...atleastitwasbetterthanthis"

her:"weshouldcallLuke"

me:"orMarcus...maybeCapeisnotasbad"

wedrownedinourownthoughts...werestartledbya

carcomingthrough.Keriwalkedinwithherhusband

Keri:"heyyousleepyheads...Iseeyouguysmade

yourselvescomfortablehuh"

me:"uh...yeah,where'vey'allbeen"?

her:"shopping...Joefiguredyouguysneededthese"

loltheyputtheshoppingbagsonthetableand

unloadedthem:Dmeat!lolEveeyedmeandwe

laughed!Wewatchedthempackeverythingandthen

theysatdownaroundthetable

Joe:"Iwassuggestingtoyoursisterthatweshould



goonholiday"

Eve:"oh...who'swe?ifImayask"

Joe:"us...allofus"

welookedateachother,stillinconfusion:/weare

hereonholidayalreadysowhatexactlydidthis

otherholidaymean?

Keri:"sochoose...CapeTown,Jo'burgorDurban"

Eve:"capetown"

me:"we'veneverbeentoDurbzthough"

Evegavemethelook:ooh...ohkanenelaBen!nx

Joe:"sohowdowegoaboutthis?dowevote"?

Eve:"no...comeonTrina"

Keri:"don'tbullyherintothisEve"



me:''let'sgotoCapeTown"

theylookedatme

Keri:"areyousure"?

me:"yeahImean..wearefamiliarwiththearea

anyway"

Joe:"okaythenlemmemebookusin"

hewenttohislaptop

Keri:"Trinayousure"?

me:"yep"

Eve:"thankyou"

wewaitedforJoetofinishthenhesaidwecanpack

justafewclothingitems,makingsurethey're

summerclothingcozweweregoinginanhour.We

practicallyranupstairs



Backedshortsandcroppedtops,miniskirtsand

sandals,notforgettingbikini:D

whenweweredonewewentbackdownstairsand

chilledelounge

Eve:"I'msorryifIkindaputyouunderpressure

earlier"

me:"IknowhowmuchyoumissedBen"

Eve:"Ioweyouone"

me:"bigtime"

Akhomntuuthandaindodangathingumntu

omhlophestrubob!Joe'sdriverarrivedandwe

drovetotheairportandboardedhisprivatejetto

CapeTown...theweatherwaspleasingand

welcoming.Theminutewehittheground,Iknewwe

weregonnaexplodeinthisplace,Iknewwewerein

forsomegoodfun...Eve'sfacewasglowing.We

wenttoahotel,meandhersharingaroombutnota

bedthenbigsisandherhubbyhadtheirownroom



rightnextdoortoours-_-talkaboutsupervision.I

didn'tevenhaveajetlag:vIwantedtohitthebeach

alreadyandwalkinthesand,throwmyhandsinthe

airandlivelegoodlifealready!

Evecalledherboyfriend,andheseemedtobearound

cozhebeggedmetocovertoher...Iagreed.Keri

cametocheckonus

her:"oh..where'sEve"?

me:"shejustwentout"

her:"anywhereinparticular"?

me:"no...I'msureshe'llbebackanyminutefrom

now"

her:"oh...IjustwantedtomakesureyouguysI

comfortable"

me:"wearethankyou...Imeanttoaskthough,arewe

allowedtoorderforourselves"?

her:"yeah...anythingyouwant"



me:"cool"

her:"notalcohol"

Ilaughedathersternnessthensheleft...Ishowered

andgotdressedinfadedbumshorts,whitesandals

andalacetop.Ihadfairlylonghair,beautifulhoney

browninnaturalcolour...onewouldn'tsayIwasn't

bloodfamilyhereexceptkeforthefactthatnoba

ndingamhlopheasozendifanenomlungutubutmy

accentandeverythingelsewere"white">_<Icalled

MarcuscozIneededsomeonetofetchme:)I

wasn'tgonnabelockedupinthishotelwhileEve

washavingfunoutthere

him:"heyLilsis"

me:"heybro...howbusyareyou"?

him:"depends"

me:"comeon"

him:"SaywhatyouwantTrinaandIpromisetotry

andmeetyouhalfwayaslongasitdoesn'tinvolve



blood"

Iwasinstitcheskumhleka

me:"whendidyoubecomesodramaticthough"?

Him:"stoplaughingandtellmewhat'sitthatyou

want"

me:"okay...plzcomefetchme"

him:"outofallthingsyoucould'veasked...youwant

metocomefetchyou"?

me:"pleasebro...Ineedtogetoutofhere"

him:"askdadtobookyouaflight,thenwecantalk"

me:"arg!doIhavetospellitoutforyou?I'minthe

cape"

him:"what?where"?

me:"hotel"

him:”heeeey!Trina!you'restilltooyoungtoget

fuckedupinsomehotel...I'mcoming"

me:"huh"?

him:"nvm...I'mcoming.whichhotelisthat"?



me:"IthinkithasaTsogologothoughI'mnotsureof

thename"

him:"bereadyintenminutes"

thenhehungup:v:'(:vhavingamixtureofcolored

andblackfriendshadquitesomeinfluenceonhim.I

knockedonKeri'sdoor...shetookhertimebut

eventuallycameoutwrappedinatowel:/Idoubt

shewasbathingthough

me:"erh...sorrytodisturb.Justwantedtoinformyou

I'llbeout"

her:"okaycool..."

Iturnedandwalkedouttothereception...Marcus

calledmeasheenteredIsmiledandhehungup.We

huggedandwalkedouttothecarwherethe

interrogationbegan.Itoldhimeverythingheneeded

toknow..waskindarelievedthatI'mnotherewitha

mancozhereckonedIwas"stillababy"amidst



everyoneinthefamilyhewastheprotectiveoneof

me...mom(MrsSmith)toldmethathewasfondof

mymotherthat'swhyhelovedmesomuch.Hetook

metoJohnDory'sandIgottoorderwhateverIliked

:pprawnsandcalamarionperi-perisaucethenhe

madehisownsahlalaandchatup.

Aswewerechatting...agroupofguyscameinand

madewaytowherewewere

Beast:"Marc'O'Polo!Wa'ssupninja"?

Marc:"yowBeast..meetmyLilsis.Trinathisismy

goodfriendBeast,BeastTrina"

hetookmyhandandkisseditkeepinghiseyes

gluedontomine

Beast:"she'sbeautiful...likeanAfricanwoman"

Marc:"uhuh...sheaintnoplaygroundmyman.Don't

eventhinkaboutit"



Beast:"Iwasjustadmiringher...noharminthat

ntwana"

Marc:"I'mjustputtingitoutthereFetsu"

lolIwaswondering,whatthehellwasfetsu?Allthis

whiletheotherguyshadordered,Beastleftandwent

tothemandwecontinuedeating

Marc:"thoseguysaredangerous"

me:"butIthoughtthey'reyourfriends"

him:"yes...thatdoesn'tmeanthey'renotdangerous"

me:"noted"

him:"playfarfromthem...foryourownsake"

me:"yessir"

afterthatwewenttohisapartment,EvecalledItold

hertoalsocomethenwechilledforsometimethen

Marcretunedustothehotelwherehegotto



officiallygreethissisterandbrotherin-law.

Ntwana...Iwasstilldumbwhenitcametoboys.

Forealnow.Ididn'tgetwhyMarcstressedoutabout

howIshouldkeepmydistancefromhis

friends...theyweren'tevenattractiveforgoodness

sake!
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Thefollowingdaywewokeupandweretakentothe

beach:Dwehadfunsotosay,Joespoiledusrotten

thatentireholidayandonourlastweekinCape

TownweaskedtogoandsleepkwaMarcatleast

khesonwabekancinci.Wewentthere...whatthese

Capetownpeopledidn'tknowwasthatIwasinfact

ablackXhosagirlwhocanspeakandunderstand

herhomelanguagesowhenwewereatMarcus's

houseIwouldhearthemgossipingaboutusandnot

sayanythingcoIdidn'twannacausetrouble.Onour

thirddayatMarc'shouseBeastandhisgangpitched



Marcustookustoourroomandsatusdown

Eve:"urh...whathavewedone"?

Marc:"nothingIjustwantyouguystobecareful"

me:"careful"?

Marc:"thegangthatjustcamein...Idon'twantyou

nearanyofthemokay"

Eve:"aretheystayingforlong"?

Marc:"we'rehostingahouseparty"

Eve:"interesting"

Marc:"Eve"?

Eve:"don'tworry...we'llbehave"

Helookedatusboththenlefttoattendtohis

mates,wewentoutandsatattheloungeplayingPS

Wrestlingthenwenoticedladiesfillingupthe

lounge,alcoholfillingupthetable,snacksandall:/I

becameuncomfortablewiththesurroundings



ndaphakamaandwentouttothebalcony.After

sometime,Icouldtellsomeonewasbehindme...I

didn'tturn.Hestoodnexttome

Beast:"we'reboringyoualready"?

me:"nope"

Beast:"thenwhyisolateyourself"?

me:"I'mnotgoodwithpeople"

Beast:"oh...canIdotheproperintroduction"?

me:"proper"?

Beast:"yeahImean...I'msureyourbrothermademe

abeasttoy'allInoticehowy'allcringewhenI'm

around"

me:"butyournameisBeastsoyeah"

Beast:"thatdoesn'tmeanI'mabeastthough"

me:"Iwouldn'tknow..."

IsawMarcusfromadistance



me:"Igottago"

IwasalreadyoutofsightwhenIheardhimsaying

somethingabouttheintroduction.Iwenttomyroom

andlayonmybed

ThisBeastniqqawashandsome:/ontherealjust

thatIdidn'tknowhowtoreallyacttowardshimwith

mybrotherwarningmeabouthimallthetime.

Hewasdarkincomplexion,hadbrightwhiteteeth

andsexyeyes...evenhisvoicewassexyngathi

akafunuthethalomntu.AsIlaythereIkepton

blockingoutimagesofhim,hisvoiceandhisscent!

:/I'mababyremember?I'mnotEvewhythehell

wouldIfeellikethisaroundandaboutthisguy?

Evewalkedinwithaglassinherhand



her:"partypooperLilsister"

me:"partyanimalbigsis"

her:"I'mhavingajol..ascoloredpeoplewouldsay"

me:"Icansee"

her:"youdon'twannatrythis?Imeanthisshitis

goodbaby"

me:"nothanks...Ineedtobeinmyrightsenseswith

thesepeoplearound"

her:"thesepeople?honeythesepeoplearehuman

justlikeusyoknow"

me:"wellIdon'ttrustthem"

her:"ooohGod"

me:"gohavefun,justlockthedooronyourwayout"

sheraiserherglassandlockedasshewenttothe

othersideofthehouse,mculowasbangingsohardI

couldn'tsleepatall...atbout3amIheardsome

peaceinthehouse,abit...andIfiguredpeoplewere

evacuatingthevenuewhichwasgood.Wedidneed



somerestkalokyhini!

IthinkIsleptforacouplemorehoursbeforeIheard

musicAGAINfromtheloungendancamandavuka,I

bathedandwenttocheckoutwhoitwas-_-founda

petiteladywearingboxersandavest

her:"whothehellareyou"?

Ilookedather...upanddownthenIwalkstothe

kitchen.Shefollowedme:/unfortunatelyEvehad

wokenupandhadababalaas

her:"Iaskedwhothefuckareyou"?

Eve:"whothefuckareYOU"?

sheturnedandsawEve,Iwassearchingforthings

formakingbreakfast



her:"andyouare"?

Eve:"mxm"

Evewenttothefridgeandtookoutabottleofred

squarewaselaasshesatnexttome...shehadan

attitudeofablackchild.

Idishedupforus,thegirlwenttooneoftherooms

throwingtantrums.Marcuscameouttothe

kitchen,thegirlbehindherstillmakingonehelluva

noise

wewereeatinginsilence...

Marccametositdownnexttomeandateoffmy

plate

Thegirlsnatchedhisforkoutofhishands

Marc:"Lizzydon'tfuckenfuckwithmesoearlyinthe

morning"?

her:"thentellmewhothefuckarethey"



Marc:"howmanytimesmustItellyouthey'remy

sisters?huh"?

hegotup,tookthepanwhichstillhadsomeeggs,sat

downwithitandsomeleftoverbread.Lizzy

stormedout

Marc:"that'smygirlfriend"

Eve:"she'srude"

me:"andugly"

him:"canwejusthavebreakfastinpeace"?

me:"we'realmostdone"

ndaphakamaandwashedmyplateandlefthimwith

EvetofinishtheirbreakfastIwenttotakemyphone

ndabuyasekuphindekwabakhoabatshomibakhe:/

umntuutshonjanibathesepeoplearedangerous

whiletheyarehisfriends?

Ioverheadtheconvotheyweremaking...



Marc:"youseemtolikemyspacethesedaysdawg"

Beast:"whatcanIsay...itispleasingtotheeye"

Marc:"Idon'twannarepeatmyself.Mysistersareoff

limits"

Beast:"Iheardyouthefirsttimebro,whyyouacting

likeasissyallofasudden"?

Ranger:"he'sstingy"

Marc:"whenitcomestomyfamily,theycomefirst

yougottaunderstandthat"

Iwasnowatthebalcony,overlookingthe

beach...suchabeautifulviewofthebeachand

mountain

Evejoinedme

me:"whenwasthelasttimeyouspoketoBen"?

her:"Idon'tknow..,why"?



me:"youdon'tknow"?

her:"he'sactinglikeafiveyearold...I'mtiredofthat"

Ikeptquiet

her:"Beastseemstolikeyou"

me:"thatgangsta"?

her:"don'tjudge"

me:"itsnotjudgingifitsreality..andanyway,Idon't

likehim"

her:"you'rekidding"

me:"nope"

her:"Isawyouguyslastnighthere"

me:"hecameafterme,makingsomelameconvo

that'sall"

her:"mmh...Lilsisterhasacrush"

shelaughed



me:"correction,agangstaiscrushingonyourLil

sister"

her:"andshe'ssmitten"

me:"notinamillionyears"

shewaslaughingatme

her:"you'reindenail...don'tworry,we'releavingintwo

days"

me:"thankGod"

Ilefthertherebeforeshemademefeelanyguilty

thanIwasalreadyfeeling,onmywaytotheloungeI

bumpedontoRangerthenmyeyesmetBeast'seyes.

Iquicklylookeddownandpassedthroughtomy

room

momcalled:o

me:"mother"?



her:"hellomydear...howisBloemfontein?how'sthe

weather"?

uh-ooooh:o

me:"weather?weatherisgoodmom,we'rehappy"

her:"I'mglad...yourcomingbackhomenextweek

right"?

me:"nextweek?butwe'restillthreeweeksearly"

her:"Iknow...butwealsomissyougirlsyoucannot

justcomehomeandgotoschoolwithoutus

spendingqualityfamilytime"

me:"ohokay...where'sdad"?

her:"he'sinthegarden"

me:"dad?garden?whathappenstoMike"?

shelaughed

her:"they'reboththere...heneedstokeepbusy

duringthedaysoifhecan'tdrivetothefarms,he

spendshistimeinthegarden"

me:"ohcool...passourgreetingsthen"



her:"Iwill..where'sEvelyn,I'vebeentryingtocallher

allmorning"

me:"shewenttotownbutherphoneischarginghere

athome"

her:"okaybaby...byebye"

me:"byema"

lol

Icouldn'tgiveEveIphoneetipsy...itwouldbea

giveawaythatwearenotwithKeriandwecan't

reallyaffordapunishmentonourfirstdayofarrival

soIkindahadtolie,forbothpursakes.Someone

knockedonmydoor

Igotupandwenttoit...Lizzy.Ijustlookedather

withoutsayingaword

her:"canIcomein"?

IhesitatedbutallowedherinthenIstoodbythe



doorafterclosingitandlookedather,stillnotsaying

anything.Shesatonmybed

her:"erhm...Icametoapologizeforearlier"

me:"oh"

her:"Iwasrudeunintentionallythough,Ididn'tknow

youguysarehissisters,I'mreallysorry"

me:"soyou'renotsorryforyourattitude,yoursorry

becozwe'rehissisters"?

her:"nonono,don'tgetmewrong...Iregretmyselffor

myattitudepleaseforgiveme"

me:"cool"

thenIopenedthedoorforher...sheleft.Isatonthe

bedandreceivedamessagefromMarc

"youguysneedtoleavetoday...Beastisintoyou

andIcan'taffordwatchingyougethurtczIknow

him,heismyfriend.Whateverhehadsaidtoyou,its



trash...thisniqqadon'tknowthemeaningoflove"

Iwasconfused:/wasthismessageevenmeantfor

me?

Iresponded

"uhm...Ikeptmydistancefromhimlikeyousaidand

henevermentionedanythingaboutloveBUTIdo

thinkweshouldgo,Idon'tfeelcomfortablehere

anymore"

AfterIrespondedIstartedpacking:(thisisnothow

Iimaginedsomeonecrushingonme:vagangsta

nogal?ButIwasafraidIwasalsofallingfor

him...slowly.YesIwasindenialbutI'veneverbeen

takenbyaguylikehehas...toapointthatIwould

closemyeyesandseehisface?hayngekhe!



Icouldjustimaginedaddyifheweretofindout>_<

lolayngekhe!BetterweleavethisCapeTownbefore

Ifallintothisbeast'strap:v!
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Evewalkedinandstartedpackingaswell.Wetook

ourbagsandfollowedeachothertothekitchen

whereMarcwasissuingglassestohisfriends

Eve:"we'redone"

him:"okaygimmefive...herewaitinthecar"

hehandedherhiskeythenwewentout.Rangerwas

outside...eyeinguscreepily:/

him:"jullegaanwegnou"?

Evelookedatme:)Iwantedtolaugh,shewastalking

abouthavinga'jol'nowakayazbakuthwani:v



Ranger:"ofhulleniepraat'ie"?

me:"onepraatnet"

wepackedourthingsinthecar

him:"sojyverstaanmy,jinne!kodwanibahleyaz"

me:"enkosi"

wegotinthecarandwaitedforMarcus...Evedidn't

wannaleave,maybeshewasmadatmebutInever

askedBeasttohaveitinformeIwasn'tevensure

hewascrushingonmefuthi.Marccameoutwith

LizzyandBeast-_-Iwasgettingtiredofseeinghim

now.Theycametothecar

Ranger:"Marc,younevermentionedthatyoursisters

knowhowtospeakAfrikaansandXhosa"



MarcuslookedatmeIwasn'tfazed,Iwassure

gonnadenyitinfrontofRanger

Marc:"youneverasked"

hegotinthecar

Beast:"justcametosaygoodbye"

Eve:"wasnicemeetingyouguys"

him:"wedohopetoseethebothofyouagain,right

ranger"?

him:"sureboss..itsactuallythesecondonewhocan

speakAfrikaans"

beastlookedatme,Ilookedatmyphone

him:"GoodbyeTrina"

me:"bye"



Marcstartedhiscarandwevamoosedintothinair

aphemotweniakhomntuuthethanomnyeuntilwe

reachedthehotel,hegaveusmoney:Dthenleftus

sangena.Joesaidhehadanemergencybackhome

sowewereleaving:vyey!Wewenttopackallour

belongingsandwhenweweredonewejustsatthere

facingeachother

Eve:"doyouthinkhe'sagangstaforreal"?

me:"who"?

her:"duh"!

me:"yes...dresseslikeTupac,talkslikePhatJoeand

smokescigarslikeRickRoss"

her:"butheseemstolikeyou"

me:"soyouwantyourLilsistertohaveagangstaas

herfirstboyfriend"?

her:"no...okaylet'sforgetabouthim.We'releaving

anywayandwe'llprobablyneverseehimagain"

me:"momcalled"



her:"ohGod"!

me:"shethinkswe'reinBloemandshewantsusto

gohomenextweek"

her:"haythat'scraziness...holidaysarenotoveruntil

twoweeks"

me:"three"

Keriknockedandinformedusourlifttotheairport

washeresowetookourbagsandleftfor

Bloemfontein.JongaiyabhoralaBloemfontein

sonny:owestayedourdaysindoorsonlywent

shoppingngeweekendthenoneweekbeforethe

schoolsopenwewentbackhome:Dngeplane.

Whenwereachedtheairporttheoldfolkswere

waitingforus,wehuggedandtheytookustoSpur.

Wantedtobeupdatedaboutourholidayand

err'thangthenwewenthome.

***



HalfwaythroughtheninthgradeIhadforgotten

aboutCapeTown:)Iwasfocusedonmystudiescoz

Iwantedfivedistinctionsacademicallyandaleast

twofortheextramuralactivitiesIwasinvolvedin.

EvewasbacktoBen-_-Ithinkshewasusinghim:/

nyhani.Ohokay...nojudging,maybebecausehewas

herfirstitwashardtoletgothoughtheywereno

longercompatible.

oneSundayafterwereturnedfromchurchEve

suggestedwegotothebeachsoastheyoungestin

thehouse,Ihadtoaskdaddytotakeustherecozhe

trustsmemorethanEvelolsheisonewildsoulItell

ya

me:"daddy"?

him:"sitdownandlietodaddy''

Momlaughed:v



me:"haudad,whywouldIlienow"?

him:"youonlysaydaddywhenyou'regoingtocheat

meorlietome...EvesaysPopssocomeonbaby

girl"

lolndatyhafaandsatdown

me:"Ijustneedafavour"

him:"uh-huh"!

me:"weneedalifttothebeachplz"

him:"isyourhomeworksdone?itsschooltomorrow"

me:"yesdad,Fridaynogal"

mom:"seewhyIdidn'twantthesekidstogotothe

farm?nowshe'sspeakinglikeanAfrikaner"

dadwaslaughing

him:"atleasttheywon'tbeconfusedwhentheyhear



thatlanguage"

loldadagreed,hetookustothebeachandleftwith

usmoney.Weonlyboughtsnacksandwenttothe

water...phaaalatewedecidedtogositattherocks

andjustchill.

weconversedlolbesisenzaiiplansonhowtotwists

dad'sarmsiyeeJozicozkapawasoutofthe

questionmntanam.SuddenlyIfeltsomeonebehind

usandlookedathim:oholycrap!

Beast:"wemeetagain"

Eve:"ohno..Imean,hi,Beast...right"?

hesmiled...awarmsmile.

him:"IbelieveIshouldintroducemyselfproperly...my

nameisNtandoandI'moriginallyfromhereEastern

CapeImeanbutnowI'mincapeTownasyousawin



December"

her:"ohwellI'mEveandthisisTrinamyLilsisasyou

alreadyknow"

him:"Trinadoesn'ttalkmuch"?

hewaslookingatme

Ididn'trespond,mxmkwafikauBen

her:"I'llbebackguys,Tee"

me:"mxm"

shesmiledandleftus,thisniqqasatdown

him:"youdon'tliketalkingatallorI'mirritatingyou"?

ndathula...velendacingaNGOMarc



him:"Trina"?

me:"mh"?

him:"doyoutalk"

me:"whatkindaquestionisthat"?

him:"introduceyourself..plz"

me:"youknowI'mTrina,whatelsedoyouwanna

know"?

him:"areyoualwaysthiscold"?

Ikeptquiet

him:"plz"

me:"I'mSibongileTrinaSmith,liveherewithmy

familyyeah...that'sall"

him:"Ibelieveyou'restillinschool"

me:"ninthgrade"

him:"mmh...soifyou'reSibongilethatmeansyou're

eitherXhosaorZulu"



Iwasbecominguncomfortablewiththis

conversationnow

him:"okay...that'senoughforoneday...beforeI

go,canIplzhaveyournumber"

me:"no"

him:"Idon'tbiteyouknow"

me:"Ihavetogo"

IgotupandlefthimtherendayokhangelauEve.
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IfoundEveandapparentlyshewasalsolookingfor

me...ungandibuzibaundikhangelaphikodwa

ebendishiyenesgebengasomntu.

me:"I'mgoinghome"



her:"oh..where'sBeast"?

me:"youdidn'tsayIshouldwatchhim"

her:"ohTrinalique!don'ttellmeyouleftthatpoorguy

alone"

me:"areyougoingorwhat"?

her:"nowait...Iwannaknowwhathappenedwith

Beast"

-_-

Iwalkedthepathtotown,taxieziyaendliniwere

nowherehere!Sheranbehindme

her:"nowwhereareyougoing"?

me:"home...whereelse''?

her:"home?don'ttellmewe'rewalkingtotown"?

me:"askBentotakeyouhomebra,Idon'tmindthe

exercise"



Shewalkednexttomesayofikaetownasthethitu

phof,shemusthavetextedBencoztheminutewe

setfootwhereweweresupposedtotakeataxihe

appeared

me:"andthen"?

her:"let'sjustgohome,plz"

wegotinsidethecarandhedrovehome.

Ben:"whathappenedEve"?

her:"Idon'tknow"

hefixedhisrearviewmirrorandlookedatme

him:"Tee"?

me:"don't"

him:"Ijustwannaknowwhyyou'resoupset"



me:"askyourgirlfriend"

him:"Eve"?

her:"dropitBen,okay"!

hedroveushomeandIgotoutleavingtheminside.I

reachedmyroomandlockedit...thetimewewerein

Bloemfontein/CapeTownthefolksextendedthe

housesoEachofushadherownroomand

bathroomsothatguaranteedmoreprivacy.She

knockedIignoredher

Istartedironingmyschooluniformplayingrock

musicveryloudastopreventmyselffromhearing

anyonecallingorknockingonthedoor.Myphone

wasringingIignoreditlolbendisoyikayaz,ndoyikaI

beastlendiyixelelenegamalamthatevenafewof

myfriendsknowngokuyenauzothigqiKuMarcus

sesazibandinguSibongile...ndizothimnabesidibene

phi?sisenzani?ohbawozofanguMarcshame.

WhenIwasdoneIfloppedontomybedand

thought...



IwonderbendiObaphiifumamaebengaphangelanga

kulomziwhenshewasthrownoutngumakazi

wakhe?Icanneverstomachbetrayingnor

disappointingthemcoztheygavemewhatnoone

elsecouldandtheybelievedinmewhenIdidn't.

Ifellasleepndisacingandinjalo,Iwasabruptlywoken

upyilephoneyasolokoikhalangongathiI'msome

cellularnetworkagentnx!Isearchedforitandfound

it...lookedatthescreenedandsmiledwheni

realizednguLuke:DIdidn'tevencheckthetimesani

me:"heyyou"?

him:"heyyoumyfoot...I'vebeencallingyou"

me:"maybeIwasasleep,supboet"?

him:"IheardyouguyswereinCapeTown"

me:"ohthat"

him:"oohthat?soyouguysdecidedtoabandonme

huh"?



me:"nomanitsnothinglikethat...youknowhowdad

getswhenwementionJo'burg"

him:"mmh...sohow'sschoolLilsis"?

me:"good"

him:"uhuhthat'snottheTrinaIknow..tellyour

brotherwhat'sbotheringyou"

Ikeptquiet

him:"babygirl"?

me:"Luu"?

him:"what'sgoingon?didyoufightwithyoursister"?

me:"no...I'mfineboetdon'tworryaboutme"

him:"tryagain"

me:"okay...promisetonottellnoraskanyone"

him:"promise"

me:"oneofMarc'sfriendsincrushingonmeand

Marcknows,he'sbeenputtingmeoffsayinghe's



dangerous"

him:"oh..don'ttellmeyou'refallingforhimtoo"

me:"Idon'tknow"

him:"youdon'tknow?weeh!mybabysisteris

growing"!!!

Ilaughedathowhesaidthat>_<,IsweattoyouI

haveadramaqueenasabrother...don'tmindthe

overprotectivedetectivewho'sMarcus:v:vLukeis

onecrazysoul

him:"canIaskyousomethingabitmorepersonal"?

me:"okayshoot"

him:"areyoustillavirgin"?

lol:v

me:"yowthat'stoopersonal"!

him:"heh"!

me:"yes"

him:"sothatmeansyouhaven'thadaboyfriendjust



yet"

me:"no...whereareyougoingwiththis"?

him:"well...I'dsuggestyoutakeMarc'sadvice.His

friendsarereallydangerous"

me:"oh"

him:"yousounddisappointed"

me:"forreal?like...whatifIhaveasmallamountof

somethingforhimtoo"?

him:"blockitoutifyouhaveto"

me:"mmkay"

him:"I'mkindagladyouhaven'ttriedtoimitateyour

sister...notthatI'mbadmouthingherbutweboth

knowhowsheis"

me:"yeahwell...I'mstillyoungforthat"

him:"verygood.Okay,sleepnow.Schooltomorrow"

me:"thanksforthetalk"

him:"always"



wehungup

Igotup,wenttothebathroomthenreturnedto

undressandworepajamasandswitchedoffthe

musicthenIgotintobedndalala...supper?

ay,ndoskendityeksasamntakadadandIwassure

kwaokokutyaakuzongenaziilecturesendizozi

fumanafromthefolks.

IsawmissedcallszikaMarc-_-:(andamessage:

"heyLilsis...I'vebeentryingtocallyouwithoutany

success.Plzcallmewhenyougetthis...urgently"

yohayngekhe....ItoldmyselfIwillcallhimthe

followingday.Ijustsetanalarmandcollectedsome

sleep.
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FollowingmorningIwokeupandproceededthe

dailyroutinesbeforegoingdownstairsfor

breakfast...fikasebekhonabonkebesitya

me:"morning"

them:"morning"

mom:"areyouokay?youdidn'tjoinusforsupper"

me:"I'mokaymother"

IpouredcerealwithmilkandhoneythenIsatdown

andmunched.

dad:"Trina"?

me:"dad"?

him:"areyousureyou'reokay"?

me:"yep...butIthinkI'mhavingfluandI'mwriting

twoteststoday"

ma:"thatexplainsit...youshouldpassbythechemist



onyourwaydroppingthemmylove"

him:"noproblemdear"

weateup

Iwenttotakemybagsandweleftforschool.We

gotout,dadpromisedtobringmethemedsduring

lunchtimecozbekuvaliweechemistonourwayto

school.

Iwalkedinfront

Eve:"Teepleasewaitup"

Istoppedwithoutturning

shecaughtup

her:"I'msorryaboutyesterday"

me:"mh"

her:"IjustthoughtyouneededsomespacesowhenI



sawtheopportunityIgrabbedit...ididn'tmeantoput

youunderpressurenorindanger.plzforgiveme"

me:"cool"

wehuggedthenseparatedcozIhadanearlystudy

session.LunchtimeIwassummonedtothe

headmaster'sofficesoIwentthere:/daddyhad

boughtthemedsforflusoyeah.Iwentbacktomy

chillingspotanddecidedtoreturnMarc'scalls...

him:"Lilsis...tookyourtimeIsee"

me:"heyMarc,I'mgoodthankshowareyou"?

helaughed...Ijoinedin

him:"whatever!whattookyousolong"?

me:"Iwasbusy"

him:"mh...soIreckonyoubumpedontoBeast

yesterday...hiswords,notmine"



me:"mxmekisgatvolmetdaaimanjinne"!

heburstoutlaughing!!!!:v:v:v

him:"jirremeisiekind...don'tletmotherhearyou

speakthatlanguage"

me:"tisnetdiewaarheidmos"

him:"belowemyjykanjourugkyk...ekvertrouniemy

vriendnie"

me:"shot"

him:"canIaskyousomethingthough"

me:"Ibethementionedmynativenamehuh"

him:"yeah"

me:"itsnotlikeI'mashamedofitthough"

him:"Iknowdear...Iwasjustsurprisedbecozlast

timeIchecked,notevenyourclosefriendsknewthat

name"

me:"Idon'tknowhowithappenedman...maybeits

becausehetoldmehisrealnameandallofthat"

him:"okay..."



me:"you'rethinking"

him:"yes"

me:"Idon'tknowifthat'sagoodthing"

hesmirked>_<

me:"rerag"

him:"DoyouthinkI'mbeinghardonyou"

me:"Iwouldn'tknowbrother"

him:"justspeakyourmind"

me:"no"

him:"usure"?

me:"yesImean...I'mtheyoungestinthefamsoIdo

kindaneedalltheprotectionIcanget"

him:"promisetotellmewhenitgetstoomuch"

Ismiled



me:"Iwill...andIhavetogo,intervalisover"

him:"enjoyyourdaysweety"

me:"youtoobro"

Ihungupandreturnedtoclass...lateronIgot

engagedtomymultipleactivitiesthenIwentback

homewithoutevenEvecozhehadnoactivitieson

Mondayswhichmeantshewaseitherhomeorwith

Ben!SoIjustsommawentstraighthome,whenI

reachedtherethefolkswerestillatworksoIjust

ate,attendedtomyhomeworksthenIwenttotakea

nap.
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WecontinuedwithourstudiesuntilEvewasin

matricandIwasingradeeleven.Itwasherfinal

yearmosandyoucanimagineherexcitement

especiallyhavingintroducedBentotheFAMshe

waslegallyprivilegedtogowithhimtohermatric

dance,herdresswasspecificallydesignedfor



her,expensiveweaveandjewelrybutkesheisthe

prideofthefamily.Weaccompaniedthemand

returnedhome.ThiswastwoyearsafterCapeTown

cozthefollowingholidaywespentathomeandthe

otheratthefarmsbutwithEvematriculating,she

wasgoingtoJo'burgsincesheappliedatUJfor

tertiaryinstitutionandIwastobeleftbehindwith

ourhoise-helpcozthefolksweregoingtoJapanon

holiday:/.Dadtaughtmehowtodrivewhilemom

taughtEveandshewenttoregisterforherLearners

Licenseandpassed,IwasstillunderagebutkeIwas

allowedtodrivearoundthehoodwithout

supervision

MonthspassedthenitwasDecember,Eveleftfor

Jo'burg,myparentsleftforJapanandIreturned

backhome...auntyhasherowncottageattheback

soIwasgonnahavethatwholehousetomyselffor

31days:D.

Thefirstfewdaysweredifficultandboringbutas



timepassed...Amanda,myfriendfrommusicaland

poetryclassescalledandsaidweshouldhangout:/

:)IalwayshangoutwithEvesothiswasgonnabea

hugedramaticshiftofinterestsbutIaccepted.That

dayIworeadenimminidresswithsandalsthenI

packedaphone,walletadlipbalmthenIaskedfor

permissionKuauntyndahambadrivingoutKeri'sold

car:)itfeltnewkum.WewenttoKidd'sBeachand

justchilledthere.ItwasquitenicecozAmanda

camealongwithhercousinssowejusthadfununtil

someguysdisturbedus

Laa:"heygirls...mindifwejoinyou"?

Ilookedattheothers:/

Mish:"hey..ofcoursenot,howcanyouevenasksuch

questionkafestiveMara"?

Laa:"ohwell,wedon'twannaintrudesoitskinda

importantweask...bythewayI'mLandileIgotoPort

Rexwiththisguy,hisnameisLwandiso.Thesetwo

overhereareKeenanandPeter,theyattend

Selborne"



Mish:"mmmhthesuburbnerdshuh"?

:vshebecrazeIsay...theguyslaughed

Mish:"okay...I'mAmanda,thisis

Trina,Michelle,Yolanda,andNicki..TrinaandIattend

Clarendongirlsschool...NickiandMichelleEast

LondonSciencecollegethenYolzhastakenagap

year"

Laa:"ohwow...so,whatchuguysupto"

thesepeoplemadethemselvescomfortable...

itwasquitefunthough,wewerelikeoldfriends

who'velostcontactovertheyears.

Laa:"canwewalktothewater"

Iwasn'tsurewhohewastalkingtountilhenudged

melightlywithhiselbow

me:"huh"?



him:"let'stakeawalk"

withouteventhinkingtwiceIstoodupandwe

walkedtothewater,wewalkedadistanceinsilence

thenhespokeup.

him:"doyouknowthatyouarethereasonwejoined

yougirlstoday"

Iwassurprised:o

me:"Iam"?

him:"you'resobeautiful...umhleforeal"

me:"enkosi"

hestoppedandlookedatmeoncemore...sternly,as

ifanalyzingorstudyingme

him:"youspeakXhosa"?

Ismiled



him:"wow!okay...uhm,soasIwassaying,yourbeauty

attractedmeatadistanceIcouldn'tholdback"

me:"blameitonmomma"

hechuckled:)

him:"tellmeaboutyourself"

me:"whatdoIknowaboutyou"?

him:"fairenough...youalreadyknowmy

name,surnameisTitus,Lwandisoismytwin

brother,wehavetwoelderbrothersandasister"

me:"youguysaretheyoungest"?

him:"yes.Uhm...whatelse?weliveinBeaconBay

doingmymatricthiscomingyear...Ithinkthat's

aboutit,yourturn"

me:"okay...I'mSibongileTrinaliqueSmith,livewithmy

folksandsisteroh,that'snolongerinthepicturecoz

she'llbeinJo'burgfromnowonyeah...thatsaboutit"

him:"howcanyoubeSibongile?you'renotwhite"?

Ismiled...hereallydidn'tnotice?

me:"Iwasadopted"



thiswasprobablythefirsttimeI'mtalkingaboutthis

toanyonebutitfeltgoodyouknow,itdidn'tfeel

awkwardatall.

him:"oh...souhm,whereareyourfolksifyoudon't

mindmeasking"?

me:"Idon'tknowmydad,mymomdiedwhenIwasin

theforthgrade...shewasworkingfortheSmiths

sincemybirthsotheyadoptedmeaftersearching

forrelativesinvain"

him:"theysoundlikegoodpeople"

me:"that'sanunderstatement...theyarethebest,I'll

foreverbegratefultothem"

weweresilent...Iturnedandlookedback:oyho!

me:"weshouldprobablyreturntotheothers"

hestoppedandlookedatme



me:"andthatlook"?

him:"Iloveyou"

erhm...

whatwasthat?

me:"what"?

he:"IloveyouSibongileandI'dlikeustodate"

me:"don'tcallmethatplz...erhm..canwejustgo

back"

him:"I'mnotexpectingananswerimmediately"

me:"there'sananswer?where'sthequestion"?

him:"hm...youwantaquestion?youwon'tbeableto

handleit"

Iwasthroat-dry

Iamthiskidwhosebeautyisalwaysproclaimedyet

IwasingradeelevenandthiswasthefirsttimeI

heardanyonesayingtheyloveme...besidesthe



familythough.

Iwalkedalongsidehimaswereturnedtotheothers

him:"youdon'tlikeyourname"?

me:"Ido...justcallmeTrina"

him:"why"?

Isighed

me:"itsbetterthatway"

him:"you'reavoidingquestions"?

me:"yes"

him:"Iunderstand...Iwon'taskforyournumber,you

probablywon'tgiveme"

Ismiled

me:"PortRextaughtyouwell"



him:"haha,youareproudyouknowthat"?

me:"blametheSmiths"

him:"theyareproud"?

me:"nope,theyalwaystoldmetoproudofwhoI

am,whereI'mfromandwhereI'mgoing"

him:''butyou'remisusingthatrightnow"

me:"I'mgladyounoticed"

helaughed

him:"doyoueverlackananswerthough"?

me:"areyouforeal"?

helookedatme...webothlaughed.Atashort

distancefromtheotherswestopped

him:"youhaveabeautifulsmileMissPerfect"

me:"oh...I'llgraciouslytakethatasacomplimentMr

Ego"



hehitmyshoulderplayfullyIduckedoutofreach

andrantowheretheothersweresitting

Nicki:"yourphonehasbeenringingnonestop"

me:"oh..thanks"

wesatdown,Itookmyphoneandchecked:/dadoh

nkosiyam!Igotupandwalkedashortdistancefrom

therestofthemandcalledhim

him:"I'vebeencallingyouTrinawherehaveyou

been"?

me:"hidad"

hewentsilentforasec...

him:"heysweety...howareyou"?



me:"I'mfestive,howareyou"?

him:"wearegreatactually...sohowisyourholiday?

nowait,whereareyou"?

me:"I'matthebeach"

him:"beach?withwho"?

me:"friendsdad..friendsfromschool"

him:"okay...callmewhenyoureachhome"

me:"willdo"

Ihungupandwenttositdown.

Mish:"so...Laratellus,howmanychicksgomadat

yoursight"?

Landilelookedatme,Ipretendednottoseehim

him:"noneactually,buttheydorunafterSosoover

here"

Yolz:"soitstrueyouguysaretwins"?



Laa:"yep,he'sthesexiestandmosthandsomeasyou

cantell"

Soso:"andhe'sthesmartest"

Mish:"mmh,thesmartest...Ilikesmartmen"

lolIwassittingtherelike"whatthehelliswrongwith

Amanda?:v:v

Mich:"smartmenarethesexiestandthat'sthe

honesttruth"

Kee:"andbeautifulwomenaren'treallyassmartas

theywouldportray"

Pete:"haha!blondmoment"

Mish:"goodthingI'mnotawomanjustyet"

Pete:"that'sanescape...acheaponethatis"

Laa:"uhm...Ithinkweshouldleaveyougirlsinpeace"

Mish:"itwasnicemeetingyouguys...youmademy-

ohsorry,ourday''

Laa:"Tee-tee"?



wasthatme?o.O

Mish:"she'sindreamland"?!

Me:"who"?

Laa:"noone...wehopetoseeyouguysaround"

me:"ohcool"

Mish:"wellIthinkweshouldexchangenumbers"

dammitlomntana!

Laa:"eyyou'resuchanintelligentthinker,pleasepass

yourphoneMissSmith"

:)ledudeyenzani?

Igavehimmyphone,hedialedhisnumberandcalled

himselfthenhandedmemyphone.Lwandisotook

Michelle'sphone,KeenantookNicki'sphonethen

petertookYolanda'sphone...shewasleftalonewith

herphoneinherhand.



Soso:"yougirlsplaysportsright"?

Mish:"yeahwhy"?

Soso:"wellyoucouldcomewatchusplay,we'llreturn

thefavour"

Mish:"gladly"

bynowwewerewalkingbacktoourcars,Amanda

wasdrivingherdad'scarsobayokhwelakuqala,we

kissedgoodbyethenshedroveoff.Iwenttomine

whichwasashortdistancefromwhereherswas,I

gotinandstartedtheignition...Landileappeared

frommywindowsmiling

him:"MissPerfectdrivestoohuh"

me:"MrEgowouldn'thappentohaveaproblemwith

thatnowwouldhe"?

him:"onthecontrary...Iadmireyou"

me:"mh...bye"

him:"didyousavemynumber"?



me:"whywouldI"?

helookedatmeandshookhishead

him:"you'reserious"?

me:"mommasaidIshouldn'tbefriendboys"

helaughed,Iwaspoutinglikeakid.

him:"ohwow,MissPerfecthasasenseof

humour,howcute"

hisfriendshootedfromtheircar

me:"youshouldleave"

him:"wishIcouldleaveyouwithsomethingto

remembermewith"



me:"likewhat"?

hesmiledandkissedmycheek....oh:D

me:"oh"

niggaIwasblushing!Ilookedaheadanddrovemy

carwithoutlookingathim,IwasembarrassedLolI

don'tknowwhysanbutthedrivehomewasonethat

Icherishedthemost.Iwashappy.
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Ireachedhome,calleddadandhejustwantedto

knowthatI'msafe.Iintsukuzahambakwadekwayi

31st

inthemorningIwokeup,cleanedmyroomthenwent

tomakemyselfbreakfast...continentalnalaphakwi

breakfastmtchanam!Itookittothepatio



ndayotyelapha.

myphonerangIdidn'tknowwhethertopickupor

what:DIhadthoughthelostmynumberordeleted

itsinceIliedtohimandsaidIdidntsavehis...I

eventuallypickedup

me:"low"?

him:"MissPerfect...unjani"?

me:"I'mgoodthanksyou"?

him:"I'mgood...IwaswonderingifIcouldseeyou

today"

me:"seeme?why"?

him:"thisisgonnasoundweirdbutuhm..*sigh*I

kindamissyou"

me:"you'reright,itdoessoundweird"

him:"so,canwemeetup"?

Iwantedtogo...qha:/mxm.Soncokolantoni?



soyaphi?senzeni?ifhetalksaboutfreakmna

ndiObalostcozI'mababyekhayaizinyozofreaker

zintozkaEvelyn!!!mxm.

him:"ifyoucan'titsfine,we'lljusttakearaincheck"

me:"noitscool...let'smeetup"

him:"okay...canIpickuup"?

me:"Bpgarageinanhour"

him:"whythatlongthough"?

me:"agirlhastolookgood"

him:"youdon'tneedto...sewumhlealready''

me:"mh,thanks"

him:"anhouritis"

wehungup

IpreparedndanxibaIskinnyrippedjeans,sneakers

andacroppedtopthenItookthosefashion

backpacksebeigeincolorndahamba



fikaeBpandboughtmyselfanenergy

drink...summerweatherwasweighingmedown.

AftersometimeIsawhiminablackcar,hehootedI

wentforthandgotinsideonthefrontpassenger

seat

me:"hey"

him:"hey...everytimeIseeyouitslikemyfirst"

me:"complimentshuh"?

hesmiledanddroveoff...

wewenttoGrazia'sforlunch,verygoodseeviewand

quitechilledcozitwasn'tfull.

oncewewereseated,hadorderedandwerenow

waitingforourmeal...

him:"sowhatareyoudoingtonight"?



me:"nothing"

him:"youwon'tbecomingforthecountdown"?

Ishookmyhead

him:"mindifIaskwhy"?

Ismiled...

me:"itscomplicated"

him:"uncomplicateitkalok"

me:"khayeke"

him:"Iwashopingyouwillcome"

ndamjonga

me:"mna"?

him:"yesyou"

me:"why"?

him:"well...justcomeyouwillseehere"

me:"I'llseewhatIcando"

ourfoodcamesatyasagqibathenwewaitedfor



dessert..sancokolanjethenwetookawalktothe

beach,removedourshoesandwalkedinthesand

him:"yourfriend,Amanda...isshealwaysthat

forward"?

me:"nah"

him:"you'rekidding"

me:"Ithinkshehasacrushonyou"

helaughed...lookedatmeandsawthatIwasn't

joking.heheldmyhandandwefacedeachother

him:"you'reserious"?

me:"yes...don'tyoulisten?shesaidshelikessmart

men"

him:"ohcomeone...couldn'tsheseeIwasfocused

kuwe"?

me:"Idoubt...andIwouldn'tliketensionbetweenme

andmyfriendsbecozofaman"



Iletgoofmyhandandwalked,hefollowedandwe

foundarocksahlalaphawatchingthewater

him:"butndithandawena"

cwaka

him:"andicantautomaticallyshiftmyfeelingsto

her"

me:"Iknow"

him:;"thengiveusachance,givemeachanceto

showyouthatIloveyou"

Iwassilentforaminute

me:"whydoyouwannacomplicateyourlifeworse

you'llbedoingoneveryimportantclass"

him:"youcan'ttelllovetonotlove,nomatterhow

strongyouare"



me:"ayIdon'tknowhey"

him:"justsayyes..we'llworksomethingout.I

promiseIwon'tdisturbyourstudytime"

me:"that'simpossible...Istudysevendaysa

week,playsportandattendmusicandpoetry

classes.WhenI'mfreeIgotothefarmswithmy

dad...nowifkukhowenaIwillhavetocompromise"

him:"willitbesuchabadthing"?

Ididn'tanswerhim

hejustmovedcloserandplantedasoftkissonmy

lips...Iwastakenbackbutthenagain,Iwas

blushing,seeingthatIdidn'tpushhimawayhe

kissedmefurtheronandumntuondimhasnever

kissedanyonebeforebuthavingasisterenguEve:v

yougettobetaughtsuchthingssoitwasn'tquite

difficultvelendikhumbulaIdemonstrationkaEve

ndapha!Foraminutewekissedthenhebackedup

andlookedmestraightintheeye



him:"youcan'treallydenythechemistry"

me:"youshouldtakemehome"

hegotupandheldmyhadpullingmeupsahamba

withourhandsjoinedtogethersayofikaemotweni

heopenedthedoorformethengotinsidekwelakhe

icalawaqhuba

him:"directions"

me:"youpickedmeupegarageright"?

him:"youdon'twantmetoknowwhereyoulive"?

Ikeptquiet

hedroveintoTuegarageandparked

me:"thanksfortoday"

him:"celasiyekwicountdownplz"

me:"I'llthinkaboutit"

him:"okay...Sharpneh"



me:"sharp"

Iwalkeddownthestreethedroveaway,fikaendlini

ndayozivalelaeroominyam:owhathaveIdone?like

didIreallykissaboy?

***

MarcuscalledasIwasstillthinkingngaloLandile

me:"boet"

him:"yousoundtired,whatchuupto"?

me:"nothingmuch"

him:"mmh...you'relonelyhuh"?

me:"whowouldn'tbe?insuchabighouse"?

him:"wantmetocomeover"?

me:"nahdon'tworryaboutit...they'recomingback

soon"

him:"okaythen..I'llbethatsideonthe10th"



me:"ohreally"?

him:"yeahIkindamisshomesoItookaleave"

me:"oohcool"

him:"whatdoyouwantmetobringyou"?

Ilaughed:vlikeIdon'tknow

me:;"Idon'tknow...anythingyouknowwilllookgood

onme,orIwilllike"

him:"you'resomodestman"

me:"ekprobeer"

him:"moenie...jymoetsêwatinjouhartis"

me:"eenigeietsisregmetmy"

him:'okaycool...happynewyearinadvance"

me:"sametoyou"

wehungup

Iwenttomycloset...removedafadedstonewashed



bumshort,checkedbluesleevelessshirtsandkept

thesneakersndayovasaagain.Ndabuya

ndangqengqapassingtime...

decidedtocallEve...

her:"Lilsis"?

me:"hey,hoegaandit"?

her:"goedenjy"?

me:"dieselde...Imissyoubra"

her:"I'llcomebackafterregisteringmaybeforaweek

ORtwo"

me:"ohthankGod"

her:"so,haveyoufoundyourselfaboyfie"?

Ilaughed..blushinĝ _̂

me:"uhm...Idon'tknow"



shescreamed

her:"ohmygosh!Trinalique"!

webothburstoutlaughing

me:"tellyouwhenyou'rehome"

her:"okaycool...Ican'tbelieveit"

me:"byebyeEvelyn"

shesmirkedandwehungup!
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Atabout18:45orso,Amandacalled

me:"hey"?

her:"heywhyyousoundsleepy"?



me:"that'scozIwassleeping"

her:"areyounotcomingtothecountdownnah"?

me:"Iam,why"?

her:"youremembertheguyswemetatKidd'sbeach"?

me:"yeah"

her:"theyarecomingtoo"

me:"ohsho"

her:"youdon'tsoundexcited...girlieareyousickor

what"?

me:"I'mperfectlyfineMishbabe"

her:"okaysowegottadresstokill...likethisisour

lastchancetoimpressthem"

me:"impresswho"?

her:"Trinawakethefuckup"

me:"I'mawakeman"

her:"tchi,feelslikeI'mtalkingalone"

me:"dude,whoarewegon'impress"?



her:"Laraandhisfriends"

me:"ain'tgotnotimeforthatsorry"

her:"that'scozyouhavehimalloveryoukalok,asfor

us,westillneeddatesforourmatricdance"

me:"Ihavewho?Amandadoyousmokepod"?

her:"nobutIsawthewayhelookedatyou

ngalamini"

me:"mxmwhatever"!

her:"ooooohGod!buthe'ssohotyouknow?Idon't

knowwhyyousocasualabouthimcrushingonyou"

me:"whosaidanythingaboutcrushinghere?Your

mindhasgoneoverboardItellya"

her:"ohreally?Iguessyouwon'tmindmehookingup

withhimtonight"?

me:"forallIcaredowhatmakesyouhappy,since

whendoyouneedpermissionfromanyonewhenit

comestomen"?

her:"okayChom...pleasewakeup,takea

bath..no,takeaquickshowerthenwe'llcomepick



youup"

me:"thinkwe'llmeetatthebeach...I'mdriving"

her:"alrightthen"

wehungup-_-

mnaandithandincamuxhomekekasothereason

whyIwantedtodrivewasbecozwhenIgetfedupI

don'twannabotheranyoneIwantedtoleave

peacefullyyabo?

Igotupandsatfacingmydressingtable...my

phonerangagain:/IwaslikeohGoduAmish

akanantoyokwenzana?!

me:"Landile"?

him:"Iwonderndenzentoni"

me:"ufunani"?

him:"shouldIpickuup''?



me:"no"

silence

him:"soawuzi"?

me:"ndiyeza..,I'llmeetyouthere"

him:"I'malreadyatthebeachandakhoparking

space,ratherndikuthatheIpromisendizokugodusa

wheneveryouwannagohome"

sigh:/

me:"kay"

him:"youdressedalready"?

me:"gimmathirtyminutes"

him:"ohGod"!

Ihungupandgotdressed,IwenttoThekitchenand

madefoodformyselfthenwashedthebowl

ndabuyelaeroominpackedmyphone,walletandlip



balmandacardiganincaseofrainorcoldweather.

Ismeltlikeroses,strawberryandwhitechocolate:)

whenIwassureeverythingwasperfectIlockedthe

housecozauntywasatherhouseforthatweek,I

lockedthegatesandleftforthegarage-_-fika

sekhonauLandileepholeaphentloko.Iwenttohis

carandgotin...

me:"hey"

him:"yousoundirritated"

me:"canwego"?

hestartedtheengine,anddroveinsilence...my

phonewascertainlyonebusyphonethatday.

me:"hi"?

Keri:"heysweety,howareyou"?

me:"Iamgoodsisyou"?



her:"I'mgood...I'mcominghometonight"

me:"tonight"?

her:"yes,Iwouldn'tlikeyoutospendNewyearseve

alonesoIaskedJoeandheagreedthatIshould

come"

me:"ohokay...whereareyounow"?

her:"I'minJo'burg"

me:"oh..whattimeisyourflight"?

her:"ninethirty...I'llprobablyreacheastLondonby

tentotenthirty"

me:"whydon'tyourathercomeinthemorning"?

her:"Ican'treschedulebabyandanyway,Idon'tmind"

me:"okaythen...seeyouinacoupleofhours"

her:"loveyou"

me:"loveyoutoo"

Ihungupandthoughtveryhard....



him:"hey"?

me:"mh"?

him:"youlookdeepinthought"

me:"mybigsisterisonherwayhere"

him:"haikengok"!

me:"yep,souhm...Ithinkthat'swhereImahaveto

takearaincheck"

him:"can'twehangoutkeevenifyoudon'tgotothe

countdown?justthetwoofus"?

Ikeptquiet...

him:"Tee-tee"?

me:"okay...wheredoyousuggestwego"?

him:"McDonald'sisokay"?

me:"I'mnotreallyhungry...let'sratherfindaspotwe

canjustchillin"

him:"okay"



hedrovetothebeachthenparked,wegotoutand

walkedtoWimpyanddownthatsloppyfootpathto

thehugerocksnearthewaterthenhelayatowel

theresahlala

him:"thiswasunexpected"

me:"Iknow...butitsbetterthannothingIwouldhope"

him:"waybetter...soAmandacalledme"

me:"Idon'twannaknow"

helaughed

him:"really?thatchicishittingonmeseriously"

me:"shelikesyouthough"

him:"butIloveyou"

me:"shewon'tbackdownuntilyounoticeher"

him:"Iwon'tbeheretonoticeanything"

me:"haibo,why"?

him:"I'lldropyouoffandgohome...zohlalandenzeni



apha"?

me:"comeon,don'tbepetty"

him:"Sosoandtheguysaredrivingtheirowncar...I'm

notbeingpettybabes"

:)

"babes"huh?

me:"ifyousayso"

him:"so...apartfromnow,whenwillIseeyou

again,beforetheschoolsreopen"?

me:"Idon'tseeagap"

helookedatme

Ilookedahead

him:"why"?

me:"Keriwillbeheretonight,Marcusiscominghome

thetenth,thefolksarecomingbackina



week...schoolsareopeninginthreeweeks.nowtell

me,doyouseeichanceke"?

him:"don'tyougetsentshopping"?

me:"wedoshoppingastheentirefamily"

him:"thatmeanssobobanaxakuvulweizikolo

kengok"

me:"akwabikude"

lolndazivasenditshilo:/>_<

him:"pardon"?

me:"nevermind"

him:"ohcomeon...omg...umaneezenzisaaphakanti

you'realsoenjoyingthis"

Ikeptquiet...helaughedandthrewastoneatthe

water.WecontinuedconversingndadinwaIjust

leanedmyheadonhisshoulderwesattherein



silence

him:"IloveyouMissSmith"

me:"thoughtIwasmissperfect"

hechuckled

him:"MyMissPerfect,Iloveyou"

ittookmeawhiletorespondbutIdid

me:"IloveyoutooMrEgo"

heliftedmyheadandlookeddeepintomyeyes...I

hadlittlefairiesridingrollercoastersinmybelly.He

cuppedmyfaceandkissedme...lightlybrushingmy

lipsagainsthis.Thenheslightlypartedmylipswith

histongueandwekissed,sodeepandpassionateit

waslikeI'minParisthecityoflovewithTreySongz

:vitprobablytookacoupleofminutesthenhe

stopped



him:"eveninthedarkyourbeautymesmerizesme"

me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay"

him:"youdon'thavetosayanything"

hekissedmeagainthenwegotupandwalkedtohis

car,ndagenaandhegotintoo...myphonerang...I

lookedathim:/

me:"Yolz"?

her:"whereyouatbabewe'rewaitingforyou"

me:"erh...there'sbeenchangeofplans...mysisteris

onherwayhomesoIhavetobeherewhenshe

arrives"

Yolz:"oh...okay"

me:"I'msorryguysneh"

Yolz:"nosweat...I'lljustinformtheothers"

me:"thanks"

her:"bye"



wehungup

him:"youneedachocolatemilkshake"

Ijustsmiledandhedrovetocaltexgarageand

boughtmeachocolatemilkshakethehetookme

home.ItwasquitedarkformetowalksoIdirected

himhomewandibekainfrontofthegate.

him:"yow!thisishuge"

me:"yeahwell"

him:"Ihadfuntoday"

me:"thankstoyou...I'msorrythough"

him:"nosweatnana,wewillfindtime"

Iwentforwardandkissedhislips...iwasbecoming

anaddictandslavetothiskissingthing:v



me:"goodnight"

him:"Iwillcalllateron"

me:"ayt"

Igotout,openedandlockedthegateonceIwas

insidethenheleft.Iwalkedtomyroomandthrew

myselfonthebed!

uyaphinauKeri?-_-notthatitwasmyfirsttimeto

thecountdownbutitwould'vebeenthefirsttime

withoutEve,thefirsttimewithmyfriendsand

yeah,firsttimewitha"boyfriend"butkefamily

comesfirstmntakadad
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Ichangedintopajamasthengotintobed,Kericalled

wathiIshouldopenforher,Iopenedtheelectronic

gateandwenttoopenthedoor:DIwenttohelpher

withherluggage,wehuggedandkissedthenwalked

inside.Shehadjustalousyonebago.OthenImade



herrooibosteawithoutmilkandruskscozIdidn't

cook.

her:"so...Ithinkweshouldgotothebeachjustfor

thecountdownthenwecancomebackandrest"

me:"really?Imeanareyounottired"?

her:"IhaveacoupleoffriendswhoaregoingsoI

mightaswelljoinin"

me:"butwearedrivingright"?

her:"ofcourse,nowchangeintosomethingmore

presentable"

Iskippedtomyroomandbangedthedoor:/Iwas

kindahopingLaawasstillaroundsoIcalledhim

firstbeforendinxibe

him:"missmealready"?

me:"somethinglikethat"



him:"areyouforreal"?

me:"woulditbesuchabadthing"?

him:"onthecontrary,no...butareyoufrreal"?

me:"no...uphi"?

him:"onmywayhome,why"?

me:"howfar"?

him:"nottoofar,babewhat'sup"?

me:"well...itsohappensthatI'mgoingbacktothe

beach,withmysisterandherfriendsofcoz"

him:"oh...okay,erh...ndiyezakenam"

me:"wasteyepetrolthough"

him:"Idon'tmind...textmeyourspotxasenifikile"?

me:"kasiwhat"?

helaughed

him:"whenyouarethere,textme"



me:"sharp"

Ithrewthephoneonthebedandgotdressedputon

makeup,perfumeandlipbalmthenItookmybag

andwenttothelounge

me:"MissSmithsenior"?

her:"coming"

IwaitedforherandshecameoutdressedlikeI

chichilol...butthenagain,whitepeopledon'treally

carehowyoudress,unlikeAfricanpeople.Wetook

hercar,Idroveadshewasquiteimpressedcozshe's

neverseenmedriving,actuallyonlythefolksandEve

knewthatIcoulddrive,minusmyfriends.Wedrove

toagarageandboughtrefreshmentsforusand

snacksthenwedrovetothebeach.Allthiswhileshe

wasbusyonherphone,probablytalkingtoher

friendsthenwefoundanotsoconvenientparking

spaceweparkednontheless.Andgotoutlocking



thecar.

me:"hereweare"

her:"let'sgotoHeineken,myfriendsarethere"

me:"cool"

wewalkedhandinhandcatchingup,lolshewanted

toknowmoreandIdidn'tgiveheranycluebesides

thatmyfriendsarealsohereblablahblah.We

spottedherfriendssayakubo,hugsandkissedall

overthenwechilledbancokola.

textcamethrough:I'malreadyhere,whereuat?

IlookedatKeriandnoticedthatshewasreallyinher

zonesosheprobablywouldn'tmindmegoingtomy

"friends"foracoupleofminutes

Ireturnedthetext:Heineken



andwaited...aftersometimehecalled:oKeriheard

myphoneandturnedtolookatme,Ipretendednot

toseeher,ndasabelacasually

me:"mh"?

him:"hello"?

me:"hi"

him:"ndilaphaphandle"

me:"oh...uhm*breath*canIcallyoubackplease"?

him:"okay"

Ihungup

Keriwasstilllookingatme...kindasympathetic.

Bonuspointyamleyo.>_<

her:"what'sup"?

me:"myfriends..theyuhm..."



her:"itscool,justkeepyourphoneon.Iwillcallyou"

me:"thankssis"

Ikissedhercheekandbidfarewelltoherfriends

ndaphumacallingLandile

him:"Icanseeyou"

me:"what?where"?

nextthingIfeltsomeonebreathingandblowingsoft

airbehindmyear,Ihungupgigglinglikeatoddler...ey

leratoMara!

him:"sowhatdowedonow"?

me:"I'mnotsure..,but,Idon'twannagotomyfriends

especiallywithyou"

him:"huh?whynot"?

me:"please"



him:"Ijustwannaknowkalok"

me:"itwilllooklikeIwantedyoutobegmetobe

heretheywon'tbelieveKeriisactuallyhereaswell

andthey'venevermether"

him:"okay...thenwewilldoourownchillazherein

thecar"

me:"mmkay"

wewalkedtohiscar,heopenedthepassengerdoor

formendahlalawithmyfeetoutsidethenhestood

infrontofmesmiling

me:"awsablushi"

hechuckled

him:"youshouldbegladyoumakingan18yearold

blush"

me:"bonuspoint"



webothlaughed,heartily

heopenedthebackpassengerdoorandremoveda

Sparshoppingbagwithalotofsnacksanddrinks

wayibekawheremyfeetaresupposedtobeifimoto

ibivaliwe

me:"somuch"?

him:"well...Iwasgonnacallyoulateronwhileeating

themI'mbed"

me:"I'msorryhey"

him:"don'tbe...thisdaywasdestined.seehowit

turnedout"

Ismiled

hetookoutjuiceandgaveme,whilehetookhisown.



him:"Imetyourfriendsearlier...sooodramatically

drunk"

me:"uh-oh.Amanda"

helaughed

him:"she'ssomethingelse...evenlaMichelle,she

wastouchy-touchy"

me:"andazhowtheywillreactiftheyfindoutabout

us"

helookedatme

him:"if"?

me:''youknowwhatImean"

him:"whydoyoucare"?

me:"they'remyfriendsbabe"

him:"butI'myourboyfriend,theyshouldrespectthat"

me:"canwechangethesubject"



him:"babe...okayI'msorry"

me:"itscool"

Itookasipthinking...Ineverimagineddatingwould

makemehavetochoosebetweenmyfriendsand

boyfriend.Itsucks

him:"youwillhavetotellthem"

me:"whenI'mready"

him:"doIembarrassyou"?

Iwastakenback...alot!

me:"NO!Imean,no"

him:"phuma"

me:"huh"?



heextendedhishand,Itookitandjumpedoffthecar.

Therecouldonlystandamatchstickbetween

us...that'showclosewewere.

him:"eversinceImetyou...Ican'tstopthinkingabout

you.Thisisnoinfatuationthisislove,I'mnotsaying

allofthisorthesecomplimentsjusttogetyouin

bed,no..Iloveyou.Yourwarmsmile,your

laugh..everythingaboutyoujustdragsmetoyou

nobaawukhophambikwam"

me:"pleasest-"

him:"shhh...weareyoungIknow,butwecanmakeit.

Openuptome,tous,toyourself.Wedon'thavetobe

likeanyoneelsewejusthavetobeourselves"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay...Iheardpeoplecounting

fromtendownwardandIsmiled.Myhandsflew

acrosshisshoulders,hisonmyhips.

him:"Idon'thaveanythingelsetosayotherthanthe



factthatIloveyou,somuch"

5

4

me:"Iloveyouevenmore"

2

1

Aspeoplewereshoutinghappppppppppppyyyy!!!!!

wewerekissing!Moreintense.Morepassionate

thanbefore.Moreeverything.

whenwefinallystoppedIwasoutofbreathbutI

wasn'tpanickingatall:vwehuggedforanentire

minuteormorethenmyphonerang.

me:"Ihavetogo"

him:"masambe"



wewalkedhandinhand...damn!Couldthisbereally

love?
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Heaccompaniedmetothecar,wewalkedhandin

handandIwasn'teventhinkingaboutooAmish

whensuddenlywehearshisbrothercomingtowards

us,callinghim

him:"sundikhwazamaanLwandiso"

Soso:"haskatchin"

o.O

hereachedus...

Soso:"thoughtyousaidyouweregoinghome...oh

heyTee"

me:"hey"



Laa:"Iwas...changeofplans"

Soso:"mmIsee...myguessis,youguysdon'twanna

joinus"

Laa:"she'sactuallygoinghomerightnow"

Soso:"what?earlykaso"?

Ilaughed...thisniqqasoundslikethosegayfriendly

guyswhoarealwayshyperabouteverything>_<

Laa:"byebyeSoso"

Soso:"comehere,hugyourbrother...ndikugqibelelast

yearmntakwethu"

:v:vLaahesitantlyhuggedhistwinandSosohugged

measwellandleftus...ohwait,notbeforekissinghis

brother'scheek>_<

Laa:"mxm"

me:"hau,lightenup"



him:"he'stoodrunkandazbazoqhutyelwanguban

ugoduka"

me:"mmh"

myphonerangagain...

me:"sis"?

her:"wehavetogonow"

me:"I'mcoming...actuallyno,let'smeetatthecar"

her:"alright"

Iturnedbackwithoutsayinganotherword,Landile

followed.Wereachedthecarandleanedagainstit

him:"IthinkI'mbecominganaddicttoyourlips"

hahaIlaughedathim



him:"likerightnow...Iwannasuckthatbottomlipof

yours"

me:"what'sstoppingyou"?

withoutfurtherreducehekissedme...sogentleand

tenderlyIfeltdizzyforasec,hewasgoodatthis

thing.Madememeltinhisembrace...mykneeswere

soontofailmebutwithhisgripIknewIwassafe.

hestoppedandlookedatme...don'tknow

undibonanjaniinsuchdarkness

him:"Iwishyouwereagradebehind"

me:"you'rejoking"

him:"seriously...sothatwewon'thavethesamevalid

excusewhywecantseeeachother"

me:"mh...nowthat'saproblem"

him:"tellmeaboutit"



weweresuddenlysilent...Ididn'twannaleavehim

ngoku:(thisfeltjusttoogood,tooreal...likeitwas

onlyafewweeksbutitfeltsogenuineandstrong.I

raisedmyhandandtouchedhisface,downtohis

lips...theyweresogood,talentedeven.Mademe

wonderifI'mreallyaloneinhisheartorthere's

competition:/suchthingshappenthough,there'sno

runningawayfromthem

me:"beforeyoumetme...didyouhaveagirlfriend"?

unexpectedquestion?Iknow

him:"no..webrokeup"

me:"when"?

him:"ngoJune"

me:"why"?

heshifteduncomfortably:/



him:"shesleptwithmycousinLwando"

me:"oh"

him:"whythesuddeninterest"?

me:"howlongdidyouguysdatebeforethat

happened"?

him:"ayearandahalf"

me:"ifangezanow,wouldyouforgiveher"?

him:"Ihaveforgivenheralready...otherwiseI

wouldn'thavebeenabletoloveanyoneelseagain"

me:"youhaveagoodheart"

him:"thankyou...nowtellme,whythesudden

interest"?

me:"Idon'twannathrowinmyallkantiI'msharing

youwithsomeoneelse"

him:"Iamallyours...nogirlcouldtakemeawayfrom

you,evenifnguBeyoncéinlingerie"

me:"Ijustdon'twannagethurt"



heheldmewaistfirmlyonbothsidesandlooked

downonmebreathingdownonmynosebridgeco

hewastallerthanme:/advantagekuyeo.O

him:"Iwillneverdeliberatelyhurtyou"

me:"Iknow"

him:"thentrustmewhenIsayIloveyou...onlyyou"

Iwrappedmyhandsaroundhimandwehugged,for

onceIlettearsrollfreelydownmycheeks.Howdid

thishappen?howdidIfallsohardforhimyetIdon't

wannagethurt,didInotlearnanythingfromother

people?EvehaddatedBenandtwoothersguysat

thesametime.Marcusdatesonegirltodayandnext

monthyouhearanothername,Lukeonlygoesfor

onenightstands:vhe'lltellyouheain'tgottimefor

seriousrelationshipscozthey'retoodemandingand

theyholdyouback!



LandilehuggedmeuntilIhadnomoretearsthen

ndasukaembarrassedthatIcriedinfrontofhimI

turnedandcleanedupmyfaceheletmebethen

whenIwasdoneIbreathedinandoutndamjonga

me:"Iamsorryaboutthat"

him:"don'tbe...showshowmuchyoucare"

me:"Idon'twannacomeacrossasthis'clingy'and

insecuregirlfriendthough"

him:"urightformnababe...comehere"

Iwentcloserandhekissedmynosethistime...

him:"itsgoodtoaskquestions...makesthe

relationshipeasierbecausewewon'thavesecretes"

me:"okay"

him:"Idon'twannacompareyoutoLisa,myprevious

girlfriendbecauseyouarenother...unguSibongile

sonamngibongileuk'tholauthandolwakholuseraw



andundiluted"

lolIdidn'tknowwhattosay...Iwastakenalready.He

kissedmyforeheadadwehuggedforalongtime

thenweheardgiggles

me:"nabaoKeri"

hekissedmylipsandslippedaway

Keriappearednyhaninewchomizakhe,theyhugged

sangenaemotwenindaqhubasagoduka!Fikaendlini

ndayolalaeroominyamshewastalkingtoherman...

IdecidedtocallmomsinceIthoughtkuseminikubo

already

her:"hellomybaby"

me:"festivegreetingsandhappynewyearma"

her:"ohhappynewyearmydear,how'sEastLondon"?



me:"veryfestive...how'sJapan"?

her:"veryJapanese...didKericome"?

me:"yesshedid...wait,youaskedher"?

her:"actuallyno...shewashavingaLilproblemwith

herhusbandsoshecalledtosayshe'scoming

home"

me:"oh...okay"

her:"we'recomingbacknextweek"

me:"cool..Marcaswell"

her:"ohGod!Whydidhehavetotakeleavein

Januarythough"?

Ilaughed...lolMarcuzodubaqhayenanyhanishame.

me:"passmygreetingstodaddyplease"

her:"Iwillbaby...ohandNandishouldbebackby

Monday"

me:"sosoon?whynotletherstaywithherfamily



untilIopenschool"?

her:"who'sgonnadoallthecleaninginthe

meanwhile"?

me:"shenevercleansyourroomsoIthinkallofus

canmanagethekitchenandlounge,justforthetwo

weeks"

her:"okay...willhavetodiscussthiswithyourdad"

me:"mmkay...lemmesleepnow"

her:"sleeptight"

Ismiledandhungup...Imissedthemthough.Itfelt

likealogicthingtocallLaaandtellhimIarrived

safely...

him:"babe"?

me:"hambesafe"

him:"alright...youdosoundasleepthough"

me:"mmh...night"



him:"loveyou"

me:"youtoo"

Ihunguphayndalalanyhanithistime.
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SoKerileft,Evenevercameforthosetwoweeksshe

promised:(Momanddadreturned,Marcusreturned

backhometospendtimewiththefamily,aunty

returnedtoworkandthenschoolsreopenedphof

khendayothengaiincwadinoMarccozthefolkshad

alsoreopenedatwork.

MarcusstayeduJanuarywonkeathomethenleft

firstweekkaFebrmindyou,weonlyspokeonphone

noLandilebecausemnaandinayoIchance,Marcus

uyandisaeskolweniayondithatha:vuththeseboys

mustknowyouhaveagrootman>_<.Valentines

daywasfastapproachingandIwasn'tevenaware

untilI'mthe12thwhenwewerecomingoutofthe



showersafterplayinghockeyandAmandaspokeup

her:"valentinesdayintwodaysguys"

Chloe:"Ican'twait...Benjysaidhehasalreadybought

mygift"

me:"whathaveyouboughthim"?

her:"awatchfromAmericanSwiss"

Mish:"heefriend...whatareyourplans"?

me:"Idon'tknow...don'tthinkIhaveany"

her:"don'ttellmeLaraisnotasromanticashe

looks"

me:"who"?

sherolledhereyes

her:"youdon'thavetopretend,weknowy'allare

dating"

me:"youknow"?



her:"duh!itsobviousevenfromdayonehewasinto

you...ImadepeacewithitgirliecozIgotmyselfa

Keenan"

oh:o

my:/

gosho.O

lol..,Ijustlaughed!Ididn'tknowwhattosay.

Chloe:"mmmh...Trina,whateveryoudo,don'tgivehim

yourcookiejustyet"

o.O

Mish:"whynot?Imean,he'shandsomeandcute,who

wouldn'tgiveittohim"

Chloe:"ifhelovesyou,hewillwaituntilyou'reready"

Mish:"what'stheretobereadyfor"

me:"uhm..guys"?!!



theylookedatme

me:"canwenotdiscussmysexualandpersonallife

here?thanksforyouropinionsbutitstillremainsMY

lifeyouknow"

Chloe:"whichiswhyyouhavetomakethedecision

andnothimmakingitforyou"

me:"he'llnever...Ihaveasmartheadonthese

shoulders"

Mish:"aslongasyou'rehappy...I'mhappy"

whatever!

wechangedandleft,sinceMarchasleftI'vebeen

drivingmyselftoschoolsothisdaywasnotay

different.Ireachedhomeanddidmyhomeworks

andchoresthenIopenedmynotescashboxand

countedtwothousandsthenIdrovetoVincent.I



didn'tknowwhattobuyhim...asazanithatmuchso

Iwouldn'tbuyhimaperfumeorcolognezobangathi

Idon'tliketheoneheisusingorndithihedoesn't

smellgood:/Iwalkedaroundandfinallysawsimilar

silverwatches...hisandherswithbraceletsbutasI

lookedintothem...andazithandasoIpassed.that

dayIwenthomewithoutapresentandIwastiredso

Iwentstraighttobed.

Lukewokemeupngecall-_-

me:"mh"?

him:"you'rekidding,HEYYYYYWAKEUP"!!!!!

:'(:'(thenoiseinmyearthough

me:"dude"!!!!!

him:"ohfinally...howareyou"?

me:"great"

him:"you'renotgonnaaskaboutme"?



me:"howareyouLu"?

him:"greatactually...I'llbecominghomeinJune"

me:"no"

him:"huh"?

me:"noyou'renot...I'mcomingtoJo'burginJune"

him:"asifyourdadwillletyou"

me:"ohcomeonman...areyoubeingforeal"?

him:"yep...ImisshomeespeciallyafterIheardthe

othersiblingswerehomewhileIwasbusypartying

upastorm"

me:"oh...okay"

him:"sotellme,whatdoyouwant"

me:"anewphone"

him:"whichone"?

me:"anygrandSamsungGalaxy"

him:"ohthankGodIthoughtyouweregonnasayan

iPhone"

me:"nodaddywillbuythatwhenIpassmymatric



withfourdistinctions"

him:"okaythendaddy'sgirl,Galaxyitis"

me:"byenow"

hehunguponme:vcrazy!

Icheckedthetime...wasstillpasteightsoIsatup

withmysciencebookandstartedreadingand

understandingtheworknowsothatndingangxami

ngoJunekwiexams.IstudiedscienceonlythenI

wentdownstairsforcoffee...Ineededsomeliquidin

mybody

thehousewasquiet:/kindaexpectedthough.

Imadecoffee..checkedthemicrowaveandsaw

grilledporkmeat:)butIwasn'thungryIjustneeded

coffeeandthenIwalkedupstairsndaphungandalala.

Aboutelevenorso,myphonerangagain.Iswore

thatifnguLukeimacomedownonhimwithcurses!

Unfortunatelyitwasn'thim...



me:"babe"?

him:"Imissyou"

ithasbeenclosetoamonthsinceweheldhands...I

understoodhimperfectlywell.

me:"Iknow"

him:"valentinesisaroundthecorner...inadayinfact

soIwaswonderinghowcanwemeet"?

me:"itsFridayandIhaven'topenedatthemusicalso

Icanspareanhourortwomaximum"

him:"okay...canIfetchyou"?

me:"no...I'mdrivingmyselfsoratherchooseaplace

wherewewillmeet"

him:"VincentMcDonald's"

me:"kay"

him:"loveyouTee"

me:"LoveyouEl"



hemusthavesmiledcozicouldsenseitinwhathe

saidnext...

him:"IwonderwhathaveyoudonetomyMiss

Perfect"

me:"samethingIwaswonderingaboutMyMrEgo"

hechuckled

him:"seeyounge14ke"

me:"can'twait"

wehungup...

Ineededtofindhimagift!Fast!

IslepttherestofthenighttheninthemorningI

wokeup,preparedforschoolandleft,onmywayi



calledMarcushe'sprobablygonnashoutatmebutI

neededhisadvoce

him:"thisbetterbeserious"

me:"Ineedhelp"

him:"shoot"

me:"whatwouldyoulikeforvalentines"?

him:"ahomecookedmeal"

me:"and"?

him:"afullbodymassage"

me:"and"?

him:"agift"

me:"whatkindagift"?

him:"newperfume...noscratchthatone,Ilovethe

onethatIhave.Newcufflinksorwatchwoulddoand

ofcozateddyandchocolates"

me:"thankyoubroer"



Ihungupandwenttoclass:D

schoolwasslowerthanusual:(butIeventuallyleft

andwentbacktotheshops...Boughtgoldcufflinks

atMarkham'sinablacksuedlittlebox,Ibought

FerraroRocheboxofchocolateandateddykey

holder:)thenacardandgiftbagndagodukafika

eroominyamIplacedthemnicelyinthebagand

wenttothecarndazifakakwidashboardsinceI

knewakuzobakhondlelayophumanazoksasawhen

thefolksarehavingbreakfast.Ireturnedtothe

houseanddidmydutiesndatyakutyakwamand

justsatthereidle

Evecalled

me:"low"?

her:"happyvalentinesinadvance,sorryaboutlast

month...I'llmakeituptoyou"

me:"howareyoubigsis"?:v

her:"ohI'mprettyandadorable"



me:"haha!mxm...Idon'tmissyou"

her:"Iknow...sowhat'shisname"?

me:"who"?

her:"yourboyfie"

me:"oh..Landile"

her:"he'sblack"

me:"erh,yep"

her:"wow...descriptionplz"

me:"he'stallerthanme...lightincomplexionbutnot

likeme.Hasbrowneyesandsofthands...he's

smart,gentle,lovingandsofar,honest"

her:"softhandshuh"?

webothburstintolaughter

her:"andgentle"?

me:"urgh!yourmindiscorruptedthough"



her;"ohwhatever!tellme,hasheaskedforit"?

me:"askedforwha-hellno"!

her:"good!don'tgiveittohimuntilyou'reready"

me:"yesmother"

her:"youwillthankmeoneday...anyway...ciao"

me:"whatever"!

shehungup...what'sthiswithpeoplerushinginto

sextalkxakuthethwangerelationship?can'tone

haveanormalrelationshipwithouthavingsex?
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Followingdaysameroutine...

onthemorningofthe14thIwaswokenupbyacall

frombhut'baelolyoucanimaginethesmilecracking

upmyface

me:"mmlow"?



him:"happyvalentinesday"

me:"mh,sametoyou...whyyouupsoearlythough"?

him:"Ijustcamebackfromjogging"

me:"yho...kay"

him:"arewestillon"?

me:"yeah...pityweain'tgotcivies"

him:"bringclothesandchangeafterschoolkalok"

me:"nahI'llmakeaplan"

him:"okayke...later"

me:"ayt"

Isomawokeupandbathed...Itriedimagininghow

todaywouldlooklike,whatithadinstoreforme

beingthefirstevervalentinestospendwithaguy

butItellyou,myLilmindcouldn'tcomprehendit.I

gotdressedinmyschooluniformblazersandall

thenIwenttomywalkinclosetandremovedblack

rippedskinnyjeans,redcheckedsleevelesscollared

shirtandredpatentheels...Iplacedthemonmybed



neatlythenIleftforschool.Everyonewasexcited

throughouttheday...

duringlunchIreceivedacallfromMarcus:v

me:"boet"?

him:"howoldishe"?

:o

me:"howoldiswho"?

him:"yourboyfriend"

me:"idon'thaveab-"

him:"TrinaliqueSmith"

me:"Marc"

him:"howoldishe"?

Ibreathed...Iknewhewouldcatchup:/he'stoo

smart

me:"he's18"



Icouldhearhimreleasingahugechunkofbreath

thatI'mquitecertainhewasn'tawarehehadheld

him:"okay...doIknowhim"?

me:"no"

him:"doyoulovehim"?

me:"Ithinkso...howdidyouknow"?

him:"yourcall...I'msmarterthanyouthink"

me:"tookyouthreedaystoaddthedotsthough"

helaughed

him:"Ikeptondenyingthefactstomyself"

me:"mmh...Igottago"

him:"don'tgoanddoanythingstupidwiththatnigga"

me:"haha!I'lltrynotto"

him:"babyI'mserious...keepyourheadsoberfor

yoursake"

me:"Iwill...thankyou,nowbye"



him:"loveyou"

me:"loveyoutoo"

wehungup:vyou'vegottalovetheSmiths

though...overprotectivebuttheyhavegoodhearts.

Iattendedtherestofmyperiods,theschoolwas

dismissedtwohoursearlierthanusualapparently

theteachersweregoingtoaValentinesgaladinner

atHoêrskoolGrenssothiswasmyopportunityto

racehome,makemyselfpresentableforthedate.I

grabbeditwithbothhands....20minuteswas

enoughformetogethome.Ishoweredandputon

myvanillaandstrawberrybodycream...thenIgot

dressed,tuckingintheshirtneatlyandputonathin

shinyblackbelt.Thensomeperfumendakhupha

walletfrommyschoolbag,putitinsideablack

clutchalongsidewithmyphone,miniperfume,balm

andmintsthenItooktheuniformtothelaunderette

andlockedthehousedrivingmycarouttoVincent.I

stoppedatagarageandcheckedwhetherIstillhad



hisgift,founditandroveonintoMcD'sparkinglot.I

releasedsomebreaththenwalkedinwithhisgift

andcouldn'tfindhimsoIsatatthecornertableand

calledhim

him:"missPerfect"

me:"I'mhere"

him:"oh..soquick,I'montheroof"

me:"ohkay"

Iwalkedupandwentthroughtheglassdoor...he

wastherealone.Handsomeaseverinblack

jeans,whitemusclehuggingT-shirtandredAdidas

high-topsneakersIsmiledandwalkedtowards

him,hemusthavesensedmyscentcozheturned

aroundsmiling

oohGod!!!!thatsmilealonewasweakening:'(



Isteadiedmyselfaswehugged,hekissedmyneck

him:"strawberryandvanilla"?

Ijustsmiled...heopenedachairformendahlala

thenhesatdown

he:"youlookbeautiful"

me:"you'renotbadyourself"

him:"so...whatarewehaving"?

me:"I'mdying...I'dlikeaBigMacwithsodaPlz"

him:"yourwishismycommand"

heleftandwentdownstairsthenreturnedinashort

while

him:"Ihadtobegthemtobringourorderhere"

me:"theynormallydon't...bavumile"?



him:"yeah,kuvumeenyiwaitress"

me:"betshe'scrushingonyou"

him:"Iwouldn'tbetonthat...comeonnow"

me:"hahahageez!whowouldn'tcrushonyou?hay

comeonforreal"

him:"tookyouthreeweekstofallintomytrap"

me:"tookMishoneminutetocrushonyou"

him:"ohGod"!

yhoandayihlekabawo!

him:"she'sdatingKeenanIhear"

me:"shetoldme...twodaysagoIthink"

him:"baqalengenewyear'seveke"

me:"oh...goodforthemwethu"

wemadesmalltalkkwadekwafikaukutyakwethu



andwedugin,Iwashungryforrealshame

ndayogqibaburgeryamndapholakengok.Hewas

eatingthechickenwrapnayewayigqiba.

him:"Iboughtyousomething"

heputapurplegiftbagonthetable

Ismiledandtookit,removingaboxfromtheinside

andopenedit:o

me:"wow...thisisuhm...*breath*breathtaking"

him:"justlikeyou"

itwasadiamondpedantinsilvernecklace...

me:"no...Ican'ttakethis"

helookedshocked

him:"whynot"?



me:"comeon,thismusthavecostyouafortune...no

ha.aIcan't"

hegotupandcamenearme,pulledmychairand

kneltbeforemeholdingmyhands

him:"youareworthmore"

me:"babeplz...Ican'twearthis.Plz"

hetookitfromtheboxandwentbehindme,putiton

meandsmiledwhilekissingmyneckandnibbling

sotenderly

theminuteittouchedmyskinIfeltlikeanew

person...likeIwasrich,likeIwassomebodyelse.

heturnedaroundandcuppedmyfacelookingdeep

intomyeyes...thenkissedmeimmediately



afterthatkisshesatonthetableinfrontofme

me:"phew...okay!Ialsoboughtyousomething...not

asexpensiveorflashyasthisthough"

him:"youshouldn'thave"

Me:"wantedto"

Igavehimhisbag...heremovedtheteddykeyholder

andIsawasmilesomewherethere,helaughedwhen

hesawthechocolatesthenhebecameabitserious

whenhereachedthesuedbox.

helookedatmequestionably,Ishrugged

heopenedtheboxandscreamed...ohguysscream

neh?hahabutatleastheshowedsomeexcitement

andhuggedmetightly



me:"okay...Iguessyoulikethose"

him:"likeisanunderstatementbaby...I'vebeen

searchingfortheseallover.Uzfumenephi"?

me:"Markham'shereinVincent"

him:"ohboy!Sosoisgonnacallyouafuneezakhe

uzobona!!"

hehuggedmeagainthentookhisgifts

him:"let'sgetouttahere"

me:"yessir"

hegotintohiscar,IgotintomineandIdroveright

behindhim...Ionlynoticedlateronbasiyakokwabo

:/Iwasn'tshakennehbutIjustthoughthe

should'vetoldmebeforehand.Theelectronicgate

opened,wewentthroughandparkedndohlikanaye

wohlika



hecametomeandheldmyhandaswewalkedto

oneofthethreeflatsintheyard...itwassooo

beautifulinside.Resembledhispersonality

him:"welcometomycrib"

me:"itssooo...you"

hechuckledasheledthewaytotheirresistibly

comfortablecouchesandIfollowed...hetookoutfor

DVD's

him:"whichonearewewatching...stompthe

Yard,AlvinandtheChipmunks,WhydidIgetmarried

orStepUp2"?

me:"girlychoiceshuh"?

him:"Ihaveagirlincaseyoudidn'tnoticeandshe

hastochoosewhatarewewatching"

me:"wellagoodlaughwon'thurt...let'swatchAlvin"

him:"alrightthen...makeyourselfcomfortable"



Iremovedmyshoesandsatonthecouch,heplayed

themovie,leftforacoupleofminutesandreturned

withabottleofgrapetiser,twoglasses,abowlof

mixedchoppedfruitandaonelitreofUltramel

Vanillacustardandfinallyheclosedthedoorandsat

nexttometakingmyfeetonhislapandmassaging

themaswewatchedthemovie.

him:"Iloveyou"

IsmiledlookingattheTVandIwasn'tgonnaanswer

him

him:"urightungandihoyi"

lolhepinchedmyfeetngaphantsiIalmost

screamed,Ihithimwithacushion



him:"ndizokhalaubethwenguSoso"

me:"ishehome"?

him:"yep...ebefunukuzapha"

me:"yousaidno"

wandijamela...haha!alright!

westartedoffngalafruitsalad...andacoupleof

glasseskulatiserthenlayerweatehischocolate

thatIboughtforhim...weactuallyfedeachother,I

wouldbitethehalfandhewouldeattheleftover.By

thetimethemoviewasdoneIwasasleep

:(embarrassinghabit!Hedidn'tbotherwakingme

upcozndivukesekulateandthelightwason...I

startedpanickingespeciallywhenIrealizedhe

wasn'tintherewithme.Iworemyshoesand

checkedmyphone...messagefromthefolks:baby

wewillbeabitlate...auntDoraisinhospitalher

diabetesescalated.phew!okaynowthat'sarelief.I

satdownneedingthelookbutIdidn'twanna



scavengehishouseengekhosondamincandalinda

hereturnedwithaplatecovered

him:"umhlenobauyavuka"

hekissedmycheek:)

me:"Ineedthebathroom"

hepointedadoorIwentthroughit,didmybusiness

andcameout.

him:"izotya"

me:"nothanks,Ishouldgetgoing"

him:"IknowitslatebutIcan'tletyougohome

hungry"



Iwashesitant

me:"youshould'vewokenmeup"

him:"youwerejustso...peacefulandinnocent.I

couldn't"

Isatdown:Dweatebraaiedmeatwithsalads

sathobangedrink.Ilaymyheadontheheadrestof

thecouchwhenIwasdone

heatefinishthenreturnedtheplatestotheroom,I

touchedmynewpieceofjewelitmademesohappy

man.WhenhewalkedonIwasstilltouchingit,he

smiledandsatnexttome,Isatupandlookedathim

him:"let'sgo"

me:"uyaphiwena"?

him:"drivingyouandyourcarhome"



Ismiledandlookeddeepintohiseyes...Icouldn't

holdback,Iwentforthandkissedhim.Hewasn't

reluctantatall...hejustcamecloserandwe

kissed,fellonmybackonthecouch,himontop,his

legsbetweenmylegsaswegotlostinourown

world.

Thisonekisswaslonger,moretender,more

passionatethananyotherkisswemighthave

sharedbefore.Atsomepointwestopped,hekissed

mynoseadgotup,smilingashepulledmeupas

well.

him:"weshouldgtgoing,don'twantyoutogetinto

troubleonmybehalf"

me:"I'mabiggirl"

him:"Iknow..butstill"

lolayItookmythingsandledtheway.Heopened

mycarforme...tositinthepassengerseat:/I



obliged.Sosocameoutofthehouse

him:"molokazana,howareyou"?

myguesswasuthethanam...thoughIdidn't

understandwhathesaidinXhosa

me:"I'mgreatyou"?

him:"toppies...let'sgetyouhomekesisi"

MrEgogotinthecaranddroveout,hisbrother

followedndayobekwaekhayaIdialedmyaccess

codeonthegatesinceauntymusthavebeeninside

hercottagetoopenthegate,onlymycarwentInside.

wekissedwhileinthecarthenheranoutandleft

withhisbother...asIwasparkingthecarInoticeda

shoppingbagatthebackseatItookitandlooked

inside:Dgoodieszodwa

Icalledhim



him:"zezakho"

me:"andkathethinothetha"

him:"Iknowyoufoundtheplasticbag"

me:"thanksbabe"

him:"uyathandwa"

Ismiled

me:"nAmIloveyou"

wehungupIwentinside...itwassafe,Iwenttomy

roomandlayonmyback!Thiskindalove:)
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okay...Februaryended.

ittookLwandisoanentiremonthbeforehecalled

meefunaezakheiicuffs:v



me:"Soso"?

him:"namndafunantanga"

me:"funawhat"?

him:"thegoldbabiesyouboughtmyduplicate"

me:"gobuytheminVincent"

him:"nope,youarebuyingforme...howcanyoubuy

foronetwinwena"?

me:"haiboSoso"?

him:"Ineedthembeforemonthendkesisi"

hehunguponme:vMarchcamethroughandwe

wouldmeetthosecoupleofhoursanddepart.I

didn'tcloseschoolsforMarchcozmatriculants

don't.SothisothertimeIwastakentoschoolbydad

indlelayogodukawastobethehardest:/but

ndicingathiswasachanceforusyabo,soaftermy

classIcalledhim.



him:"sisbae"

me:"hey...Ineedafavor"

him:"owkay"

me:"couldyouplzcomepickmeup"

him:"youatschool"?

me:"yes"

him:"gimme5"

me:"thanks"

him:"eshe"

:v

Iwaited...I'mnotreallyasocialmediapersonsoI

wouldn'treallyknowwhat'sgoingontherethoughi

hadaccountsbutIwaskindafazedwhenMish

camerunningwithherphoneendibonisaawallpost

onhiswallfromanothergirl

"NanaImissyou,itfeelslikeitsbeenyearsnow"



checkedthename...a.aayingoLisatheexendiyaziyo

Mish:"thoughtyoushouldknow"

me:"uhm...thanks"

wesatinsilence...thecararrivedIkissedMish

goodbyeandleftndagenaemotwenigreetedhim

andwentsilent.HedrovetoVincentdebonairs

him:"let'sgrabsomebite"

me:"nothanksI'mcool"

helookedatme...kindareadingme.Helayhishead

ontheheadrest

him:"you'vebeenonFacebook"

me:"so"?



him:"there'snothinggoingonthere"

me:"reallynow"

hesighed...hisphoneranghelookedatthecaller

andlookedatme

him:"Ovayo"?

her:"heybabe...unjani"?

him:"I'mgoodwena"?

her:"greatnow...sowhendoIgettoseeyou"?

him:"Idon'tknow...I'mactuallyinthemiddleof

somethingrightnow"

her:"oh..okay,IhopeIwasn'tdisturbingyou"

him:"itscool"

her:"okay,I'llcalllater...hopefullyyouwon'tbewith

yourgirl"

him:"ayt"



allthistimeIwaslookingaway...

him:"sorryaboutthat"

me:"cool...sonowplztakemehome"

him:"canwejustordersomethingsithethe"?

me:"sothethantoni"?

him:"there'snothinggoingonbetweenOvayoandI

baby"

me:"Ineverasked"

him:"butyouimplied"

me:"Iimplied?ohsoyouwouldbecoolwithsome

niqqawritingsomethinglikethatonmywall"?

hekeptquiet

me:"shouldIgrabataxi"?

him:"no"



hestartedtheignitionanddrovemehome,parked

outsideandlockedthedoors-_-Iwasn'tfeelinglike

arguingatallIwastiredIneededsomerestabove

all,Ineededabubblebathandsomegoodfood!

him:"Iamsorryforwhatyousaw,Idon'tknowwhy

shewrotethatonmywallwhensheknowsverywell

Ihaveagirlfriend"

Ihadnothingtosay...

him:"Sibongile"?

me:"mh"?

him:"khathethesan"

me:"ndithini"?

him:"sayyoubelieveme"

me:"Ibelieveyou"



hesignedandlookedahead..kantiebengafunilonto

nah?

histwincalled

him:"Soso"?

Soso:"whatthephuck'swrongwitchu"?

him:"huh"?

Soso:"don'thuhmeman!what'sthisshitIreadon

yourFB"?

him:"notnowSosoplz"

Soso:"notnow?youbetterdeletethatcrapbefore

Trinaseesit"

him:"toolate"

Soso:"holyshit!you'reonyourown"!

hehungup...justlikethat.



me:"plzunlockthedoor"

him:"Ican'tletyougolikethis"

me:"plz...Idon'thaveenergybraplz"

hetookhistimebuteventuallyunlockedthedoors,I

tookmybagandleft.Ididn'tknowwhattobelieve

shame.Fikaekhayandenzaallmychoresand

studiedforthreehoursthenIworemysportsgear

andwentjogging.ThisistheonlyremedyIknow

thatcandepreciatemystresslevels.Itookajogof

twohoursndabuyaabazalibekhonaIgreetedthem

andwentstraighttomybedroomndavasandayotya

okondithulendaphakamandayolala.Hekepton

callingokoandamhoyacozIknewuzoxolisaor

afuneucacisaandIwasn'tinthemood.

followingmorningIwokeupandchecked

Facebook...therewere67commentsonthat

Ovayo'spost:/ayngaphumakwalaphoIwentto



bathandgotreadyforschoolthenImadeway

downstairsandmademyselflunch.

dad:"Trina"?

me:"daddy"?

him:"ithinkyoushoulddriveyourselftoschool

again"

me:"thanksdad"

him:"butremindmemonthendthecarneedstobe

serviced"

me:"noted"

Itookmylunchandsomefruitndaphuma,returned

totakethecarkeysthenIleftforschool.AsI

enteredSosocalledme:/

me:"Lwandiso"?

him:"hey,usharp"



me:"yeahwena"?

him:"great...look,Akhontoyenz-"

me:"Idon'twannahearit"

him:"plzbra,justlistentowhatIhavetosay"

me:"I'msorryIcan't...iftherewasnothingelse"?

him:"okay...plzpickuphiscallske"

me:"that'sall"?

him:"yes"

me:"cool...haveagoodday"

him:"youtoo"

Ihungupandwenttoclass.Itwasonehelluvalong

day...

Mish:"urightChom"?

me:"yep"

her:"Ireadthecommentsizolo"



me:"goodforyou"

her:"apparentlythere'snothinggoingon"

me:"needalift"?

her:"uhmno,Keenanispickingmeup"

me:"cool..seeyoutomorrowthen"

Iwalkedtomycarndagenaanddroveoutofthe

schoolpremises.Iracedhomendafikandaziphosa

ebhedini

Evecalled...

me:"low"?

her:"wassup"?

me:"nun"

her:"comon"

me:"seriously"



shewassilentforawhile...Isighedandkeptquiet

tryingmybestnottocry.

her:"isittheLandileguy"?

me:"no"

her:"comeonTee-Teetellmewhatgotyousodown"

me:"uhm...okay!SearchLandileTituson

Facebook,readawallpostfromanOvayothencall

meback"

her:"owkie-dokie"

Ihungupandchangedintoameretowelwrapped

aroundmybodyasItookmybooksandattempted

tostudybutnothingwassinkingin!Igaveupand

wentdownstairsandmademyselfastrawberry

smoothieandwenttositbythepoolalongwithmy

phone...Evecalledagain



her:"okay...sowhat'sthestorythere?andwhois

Lwandiso"?

me:"twinbrother...Iactuallydon'tknowthestoryat

all"

her:"youneverasked"?

me:"Idon'twannaknowdude"

her:"okay,haveyouspokentohimatleast"?

me:"Idon'twantto"

her:"oh...sowhatexactlydoyouwant"?

me:"tonotlovehimlikeIdorightnow...ithurts"

her:"okay...don'tcryIknowithurtsbutyouwillhave

totalktohim,allowhimtoexplain"

me:"mxm"

her:"that'stheonlywayyouwillfindclosureoryou

wantmetocallLuke"?

me:"you'resuchaboreyouknowthat"?

shelaughed



her:"soI'vebeentold,nowtakeaswimorjogthengo

backtoyourbooks"

me:"yesmother"!

shelaughedandsworeatmeasshehungup...

Landilewascertainlynotgivingup:/theminuteI

hungupKuEvehiscallcamethrough

me:''low"?

him:"plz...Iambeggingyou.Ineedtoseeyou,Ineed

toexplainplzbabyndiyakucela"

me:"youdon'tneedtodoanything,youjusthappento

wanttodoit"

him:"canyougivemeachanceke"?

Ikeptquiet:/contemplating



him:"babyplz"

me:"kay"

him:"facetoface...canyousneakout"?

me:"whereto"?

him:"AmalindaKFC"

me:"cool"

Ihungupandleftthepoolside.Iwentinsidethe

houseandworeaboobtubemaxidresswithsandals

andasunhatthenIdrovemyselftoAmalinda

ndafikandabonaimotoyakheIparkedandprayedto

Godndingazisolikengalento.

whenIsteppedin...amessagenotificationcame

throughtomyphone

Ovayo:IhearnguweIcherriekaLara.Well,from



whatIseehere,yougotnunonmeohandwait,are

youwhiteoralbino?

:/mhndithendisiyakuyendabesendanelealready.

Hegotupandpulledachairforme,Isatdownand

lookedathim

him:"whatcanIgetyou"?

me:"I'm cool"

besendifunaugoduka!
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Hegotupandwenttothecounter.Irecheckedthis

message...itwasfromFacebook,Ireaditagain.Yaz

yand'qhelalomntana?Nx!

LaareturnedwithanOreoKrusherforme,Strawberry

flavorforhimandzingerwingsthenhesatdown.



me:"canwemakethisquickplz"?

him:"phew...nowhowdowebeginthis"?

me:"Idon'tknow...youcalledmehere"

hesippedonhisbeverageandrelaxedleaningback

onhischair...ndavelandabonabathisisgonnatake

longerthanIanticipated.IsippedonmyKrusher

keepingeyecontact

him:"ImetOvayongoDecemberbeforeImet

you,wehadaLilchat,nothingseriousonlycoz

Lwandohadacrushonher,Ikindawantedtouseher

asmyvengeanceonhim"

lolIcouldn'tbelievemyeye...toapointIalmost

chokedonmybeverage!

him:"IknowthissoundsinsanebutatthattimeI



wasn'tthinkingatall...IindirectlytoldherIhavea

girlfriendbutshevolunteeredtobeasidechick"

IhadsomanyquestionsjustthatIcouldn'tputthem

inorderrightaway

him:"celauthethekewhateveryouwannasay,orask

ifyouhaveaquestion"

me:"doyoustillloveLisa"?

him:"no"

me:"thenwhypursuevengeance"?

him:"itsnotabouther...itsaboutLwando"

me:"whohappenstobeyourcousin,thesameguy

whomyourexcheatedonyourwith"

hesighed...aykodwakeIneededtoknow!

me:"doyoustillloveLisa"?



him:"no"

me:"areyousureyouforgaveher"?

him:"ewebabyItoldyoubefore"

me:"Iknow...soloOvayo,haveyoubeenseeingher

behindmyback"?

him:"no...kinda"

me:"whichiswhichkengok"?

hesatupandlookedatme,painfully,Iavoidedhis

eyescozIwantedthetruthwithoutfeelingguilty.

him:"okayafterwemetinDecemberndaye

ndadibananawe,soIneglected,rejectedandavoided

herbyallmeans"

me:"butyouneverbroketies"?

him:"Ididn'twantLwandotogether...he'sgotitso

badforheritremindsmeofhowIfeltaboutLisa

beforetheycheatedonme"

me:"mh"



him:"solastmonthIbumpedontoherwhenIwentto

buyyourvalentinesgiftandthat'swhereshegotthe

ideathatshemighthaverightnow"

me:"lemmeguess,youbumpedontoher,decidedto

buyherlunchandsitdowntocatchup?right"?

him:"doesthatmakemeabadguy"?

me:"mh...rightnow,Idon'tknow"

him:"babyplzman...sheknowsaboutus,sheknowsI

wantyou,Imadethatperfectlycleartoher

ngalamini"

me:"wellIdon'tthinkyouwereclearenoughorshe

misinterpretedyourlunchforsomethingelse"

him:"Idon'tfollow"

IshowedhimthemessageIgot...hereadit,returned

myphoneandkeptquiet.Hisjawwastightkucaca

baunomsindonehbuthewascontaininghimself,

restrainingfrombursting!



Itookmyphone,putitinsidemybagandcontinued

drinkingmyKrusherIwasn'tgonnaeatthosewingz,I

wasn'thungryatall.

me:"wellifwe'redoneI'dliketogohome"

hekeptquiet...

:/

hisphonekeptonringingengayihoyitu

me:"plzpickupthephone"

cwaka

me:"Landile"?

hesnappedoutofit

him:"hm"?

me:"phone"

him:"shosan"?



Soso:"eitaugrand"?

him:"no,you"?

Soso:"ndisharp,howzitgoing"?

him:"worsebra...khazondicengelamntakza"

Soso:"can'tbethatbadman,nguweIsmoothtalker

njeuyayazlonto"

him:"rightnow...whatyoujustsaidisinvaluable"

Soso:"okayndiyeza"

him:"thanksman"

Idon'twannalieithurtmeseeinghimstressed

elahlobo.He'sbeennothingbutgoodtomebutthe

ideaofanotherpersonpullinghisheartawayfrom

mejusthurtsobad.Igotuptoleave,ndaguquka

ndajongangasemnyangoandmyeyesmetSoso's:/

thatwasn'tjustfast!itwaslightingfast!Wherethe

hellwashekanti?

him:"hey,yougoingalready"?



me:"yeah...schoolworkcalls"

him:"wellcanIbuyyousomething"?

me:"I'mnothungryandbesides,yourbrotheralready

boughtmeaKrusher"

him:"good...thenI'mbuyingyouatwister"

watshoenditsalasabuyelabacktothetablewhere

hisbrotherwasseated,hepulledathirdchairandsat

down...Ihadnochoicebuttositdown!

Soso:"sowhatarewehaving?what'sthis"?

hetookawingandchewlolsisbhanxalomntana

shame,likekuyeyicircusLenasikuyo.Hetook

anotherwingbeforespeakingup...

Soso:"mntakza,uzotyantoni"?

Laa:"I'mcool"

Soso:"coolmyfootandizotyandedwaapha"



Laa:"brandigrand"

Soso:"Idon'tcare...youareeating.SisTeeiright

moslatwistbesithethengayo"?

me:"Sosobra"!

him:"sweetchillineh?okay...waiter"??!!

hahaha!kwakhekwakhoIwaiterninikwaKFC??:v:v

ayounggirlcametoourtablesmilingwithabooklet

andpeninherhand.

her:"hi,youcalledforawaiter"?

Soso:"moloNontombiunjani"?

sheblushedo.Olike...didshereallyblush?:v

her:"I'mgoodthankswena"?

Soso:"wewillbebetterifsingatyasihluthefast...can

youhelpuswiththat"?

her:"I'lltry..nowcanItakeyourordersir"?



Soso:"yes,canwehaveasweetchilli

twister,streetwisefivewithextrachipsanda2litre

ofCabbanathankyou...andIhopeyouwrotethat

downcozIain'trepeatingmyself"

shesmiledandleftus...Sosotookanotherwing.We

wereawkwardlyquiet

Soso:"soTee,howaretheextraclassesgoing"?

Ibreathed!ThisniqqawasgonnaMAKEmetalk

nobaandifuniuzixeleleSana

me:"quitewell"

him:"havey'allbeeninformedwherethewinter

classeswilltakeplace"?

me:"notyet,butrumorshaveitthattheywillbeat

yourschool"

him:"oh,Iheardthattooyouknow...justwasn'tsureif

itweretrueornot"



me:"nooneis"

him:"andwhenisyourmatricdance"?

me:"we'restilldiscussingbuttheheadmaster

wishesitbebyMaymonthendsowecanfocuson

ourmid-yearexamination"

him:"hopefullyourdateswon'tcollide"

me:"isthereapossibilitythough"?

him:"betweenmeandyou,ourheadmastersare

secretfoes"

hahahawhatthehell?Icouldn'thelpbut

laugh,yaxokaLonaman!Theladybroughtourfood

andleft,theysharedthestreetwise

Soso:"masityentwana"

Laa:"bendithend-"

Soso:"ungakulingeufunendikucengephambikwe

cherryyakhokemna"



Laatookapieceandate,afterthatonethecontinued

eatingandwabeebonabanamndiyatyalatwister

ithengwengubrotherwakhe.Whenweredone

eatingwaphindaloSosondini:/

Soso:''okaynowdessert"?

Laa:"haySosobra"

Soso:"I'mpaying...orderyourdessertLilbrother"

Laa:"anotherKrusherke"

Soso:"Dairymilkthistime...Tee"?

me:"justwaterplz"

Soso:"thatain'tnodesert,I'morderingyoua

strawberryKrusher,I'mhavingtheOreo...good,iphi

lantombingoku"?heaskeddramatically:vshe

practicallyrantoourtablewithhernotepad>_<

Soso:"threeKrushersplz...Oreo,strawberryandDairy

Milk"



her:"isthatall"?

Soso:"fornowyes...plzmakeitquickmythroatwalls

arecrackingopenlikeiingcondozkanolali

emlanjeni"

Landilelaughed:/Iwaskindalost.IsiXhosamight

havebeenmyhomelanguagebybirthbutEnglish

becamemyhomelanguagenow,sincethefirst

gradeIonlyspokeXhosabehinddoorswithmy

mombutafterherdeath,Ididn'tfullyindulgeinitcoz

nooneelseunderstoodthelanguageathomeso

basicallymyvocabularywasfullyEnglish.

whilewewaitedforourbeverages...

Soso:"okay...nowthatwe'regoodandfull.Canwe

gettobusiness"?

me:"business"?

him:"uh-huh...Lara"?



Laa:"yeah"

him:"what'sgoingonhere"?

Laa:"yhobruh...itswhatIalreadytoldyoufondinain't

gotenergytorecitethiswholeishnow"

him:"Tee"?

me:"hm"?

him:"uyamthandaumntakwethu"?

me:"yes"

him:"thenwhyisithardtoforgivehim"?

me:"itsnothard...Ijustdon'twannabesecondbest"

Laa:"butyou'renotnjebabyandyouknowthat"

me:"Ido"?

Soso:"okayshush!phewthiza!":v

zabuyaiiKrusherszethu,Itookmineandsipped.

Soso:"okay...Tee"?



Ilookedathim

him:"Ineedonefavorfromyou"

me:"shoot"

him:"plzneh,I'mnotforcingyouintoanythingbutI'm

pleadingwithyou"

me:"okay"

him:"givemybrotheranotherchance...don'tmind

Ovayoandthelikesthatwillbelikeheralongthe

way.Ijustwannaseemybrotherhappyonceagain"

me:"butSosobra"

him:"Iunderstand...Ido.butputyourselfinmy

shoes.Yayazibalomntuuyaqalaukutyaanything

namhlanjeeversinceniqalelentoniyenzayoingena

labelokwempahlayamaChina"

hahaIfoundmyselfsmilingandfunuxoka:vIwanted

tolaugh.

him:"uyamthandamos"?



me:"that'sunquestionable"

him:"uvilentwana?yak'ncanywalomntana":vohGod!

Landilewassmiling,shakinghishead

Soso:"andaziwhynindenzaurefereekulematch

ingenagoaliebutke,becauseuduplicatexa

engonwabanganamandonwabangasoIhaveto

practiceAllYouNeedIsLoveaphakuni"

:v

Me:"enkosiSoso...Ithinkwe'lltakeitfromhere"

Landilelookedatmesurprised,Sosodramatically

clappedhishandsstandingup

him:"Iguessthat'smycuetoleavecoz

ndiyagxothwaokwenjakaMhezaEbaamaqanda

ehokweni"

me:"ohcomeonbra"



Soso:"haysisindiveloudandclearakhomoyaapha

neairconinobaicinyiwe"

Laa:"lethim"

lolLwandisowenttothecounterandtippedla

ntombithenhewinkedatuswahamba.

me:"weshouldgetgoingtoo"

heopenedhismouthtoprotestbutswallowedhis

wordsandstoodup,wewalkedoutandhetookme

tomycarwafikawemanotknowingwhethertohug

orjustbidgoodbye...IdecidedtospeakupsinceI'm

theonewhoaskedSosotoleave

me:"uhm...IguessIoweyouanapology"

him:"don't"

me:''lemmefinishplz"



him:"ha.anababeakhoneedyalonto"

withthatIhuggedhim,hehuggedmeback...this

wasn'tlikeourusualhugs:/itwasdistant.Ipulled

backandgotintomycar

him:"IloveyouSibo,Ireallydo"

Ibuckledmyselfandstartedtheignition

me:"Iknowthat"

him:"sothere'shope"?

me:"Ithinkso...justdealwithyourOvayoohlukane

namplz"

him:"okay...yhofeelslikesomeweighthasbeen

liftedoffmyshoulders"

IsmiledandhootedasIdroveoutoftheparkinglot!

[10/8,19:43]‪+27730692704‬:#17



OurlivescontinuedsteadilyuntilendofMarchwhen

IhadtobuyezacufflinksforSosololIgladlybought

themqhaingxakiwashowamIgonnadeliverthem?

Iweighedallmyoptionsbutdecidedtocallhim,Ihad

nootherchoice.ohdidImentionthatthey're

identicaltwins?hahabutkeIcoulddifferentiate

betweenthetwongestyleandvoicesbutmostly

becausebaehadhisownscentandsenseof

everything.

him:"babe"?

me:"I'mnotYOURbabe,unjani"?

him:"anythingmyhalfownsisminetooy'know?ndi

sharpwena"?

me:"hedon'townmethough...anyway,canyoucome

andfetchyourcuffsplz"

him:"why"?

me:"Idon'tunderstand"?

him:"whenyougaveLarahisyoudeliveredthem,why

shouldIcomefetchmine"?



Isighed...Sosowasmakingthisdifficultngoku!

me:"okay...where"?

him:"tomorrow"

me:"Sosowhere"?

him:"athomefondinanddon'taskmefordirections

cozuyakwazaphaxausemathandweni"

lolohna?

me:"whatever"

him:"whenlastdidyouspeaktomybrother"?

me:"hahayoudoknowthat'snoneofyourbusiness

right"?

him:"khandiybuzekeleuythethayosisi"

me:"mxmSosovah"

him:"phendula"



me:"todayksasa"

him:"thenwhyisheinafoulmood"?

me:"whyezokwaziwandimefundanawe"?

him:"andiyocherryyakhemnanontombi"

me:"namandilotwinlakhemos"

him:"you'regettingtoobigforyourownshoes

Trina,byebye"

me:"seeyoutomorrow"

him:"ayt"

Ihungupandrested,stilldressedinschooluniform

LandileandIlastspokefacetofacengalaminika

SosokwaKFCbutwespoketwotimesadayandI

thoughtwewerecool...Imissedhimtosaythe

least,Imissedhishugs,kisses,hishandsandmostlyI

missedjokingaroundwithhim.Playingnonsense

naye.



Iachedtohearhisvoice,especiallynowthathistwin

saidhewasn'thimself:/Iclosedmyeyesandcalled

him...

him:"babe"?

me:"hey"

silence

him:"youokay?yousounddown"

me:"I'mcool,uthenwena"?

him:"I'mcool"

me:"comeon"

hesighed...Iwascountingthesecondsofsilence

him:"don'tworryyourselfbabendiright"

me:"canIseeyou...eveniflateronwhenyou'renot

busy"?



him:"uhm...lemmecomenow,latesiyaphumane

guys"

me:"okay"

him:"garage"?

me:"yeah"

him:"kaysharp"

me:"cool"

Ihungupandsearchedforsomethingto

wear,undressedtheuniformandtookititdown

sinceitwasFridaythenIcamebackandworebum

shorts,vestneflopsthenIloosenedmyhairand

combedit,itfellhalfwaydownmybackthenI

grabbedanappleandwalkeduptheroadtakingmy

time,hecalled

me:"hi"?

him:"sendfikile"

me:"kay"



Ihungupandwalkedwiththesamepace.Ireached

thegarageandhewasoutsidethecarleaningonthe

bonnetIwentuptohimandjusthuggedhim,Iglued

myselfkuyeuntilsomethinginhimmeltedndevaba

nyhanI'mhuggingumntuendimthandayothen

ndasuka.

him:"utheni"?

me:"no,questionis,wenautheni"?

him:"toldyounottoworryyourselfaboutme,should

wegrabsomethingtoeat"?

me:"no,Ijustmissedyouthatsall"

him:"izakes'hlaleabackseat"

heopenedthedoorandweenteredIleanedmyhead

onhisshoulder...somethingwasdefinitelyup?

NdasukandamjongaIwantedtoaskaquestion,he

justmovedabitthenlayhisheadonmythighs

lookingupsmiling,Icouldn'thelpbutsmiletoo



me:"Iloveyou"

him:"no,Iloveyou"

Ikissedhimheengaged

thenIpulledbackstillsmiling

him:"Sosoisbraggingbayouboughthimezaway"

me:"yeah...saidIshouldbringemngomso"

him:"endlini"?

me:"yep"

helaughed!

me:"owkay"?

him:"he'strappingyou...thefolkswillbehome

ngomso"



me:"ohmyGod"!

hekeptlaughingatme...likeuSosounjani?heee!
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me:"howcouldhedothistome"?

him:"andingenindawokemna"

Iwasthinking...loluSosoiyaphambanaifhethinksI

willgototheirhomemnangomso!He'sgotanother

thinkcoming!

Laa:"baby"?

me:"mh"?

him:"awzobagroundedifyourfolkszzibuyeungekho

sendlini"?

me:"erh...ayandiyazndizoybonangoko"



hekeptquiet...hisphonerang,pickeduphesitantly

him:"OvayoBrianaStimela"

:o

yhoIsweartoyouifebesabelakumelahlobo,I

would'vehungup,thewayheemphasizedoneach

vocabkucacanjebaudikiwe

her:"myguessis,you'rewithyourmaid"

him:"ufunani"?

her:"wena"

him:"utshayeinyaopeNontombi"?

her:"ndayixubanecologneyakhokwenzela

ndiqhunyelwekuwentwana"

him:"Iain'tgottimeforyourbullshit"

hehungup



me:"wooo!whathappenedtoMrSmoothtalkerthe

gentleman"?

him:"ha.ababe"

me:"xoloke...let'sgotothebeach"

him:"Kulateul'bonileixesha"?

me:"yes...drivelet'sgo"

him:"okay..butsobuyamsinya"

Ididn'tanswerthat...hewenttothedriversseatand

waitedforme.

me:"whatarewewaitingfor"?

him:"haycomesitthisside"

Ilayonmyback,myfeetuptothewindowreaching

theroofndaphola,hechuckledanddroveout,went

straighttoSparandparked



me:"thisain'tnobeach"

him:"wemightaswellbuysomesnax"

me:"forwho?Idon'twantnosnax"

him:"okayizakendizothengelamna"

Iopenedmydoorandgotoutwewalkedhandin

hand...heactuallytookabasketandwalkedeach

andeveryaislebuyingthisorthatthenwewentto

thetill,heswiped:/oh-kay!Wewalkedoutandwhen

wewerealmosthalfwaytothecar...hestoppedon

histracksandsighed

me:"uhm...babe?wassup"?

him:"nothi-"

somegirlwalkeduptous...prettyprettythough.She

wasthesameheightashim,darkerincomplexion

withboxedbraidswearingbumshorts,croppedlace

topandpumps...umhlenyhani.



her:"aha!ndanibhaqa"

-_-thisisthelookLaahadonhisface..Iconnected

thedots!itdawnedonme...nguloOvayoStimela

loh?

her:"areyounotgonnaintroduceme"?

Landilewalkedtothecar,slightlypullingmebehind

him...thischickfollowed

her:"sorrysomhlophe,mynamei-"

me:"OvayoBrianaStimela"

Landilelookedatmesurprised:/Brianalookedat

himquizzically

her:"oh..thenIguessyou'rethegirlfriendInevergot



tohearhername"

me:"butyouwereabletoinboxheronFacebook,how

smartofyou"

her:"peopleputupfakenamesuptheresweet

cheeks"

me:"hm...mynameshouldn'tbeofanyimportanceto

you"

her:"Lara...umhleshame"

him:"thanksandbye"

heopenedmydoorandgotinhisseat

her:"nokiss?hugkeatleast...Imeanplz"

him:"plzmoveIwannau-turnhere"

her:"yhohayawundfuninyhani"

hedidn'tanswer...wefoundaparkingspotcloserto

therocks,Iremovedmyshoesandwalkedbarefoot



tothewaterleavinghimbehind...thecoldwater

cooledmesomuchevenmyheartwasatpeace.He

followedrunningafterme:DIranfastforhimnotto

catchupwithmeandwedidthatfor5minutesthen

hecaughtmeup.Kissingthebackandsidesofmy

neck

Iwasgigglinglikeatoddler...

Hesuddenlyturnedmearoundandwekissed,fullon

thelips...Isuddenlydidn'tcarewhatpeoplethinkof

me,himorus!Ifeltsomeurgeofenergy,somesense

ofcarelessness:vmyarmspulledhimevencloser

aswekissed...IkindaletgoofaLilscreamof

excitementwhenIrealizedthatthewaterwas

reachinguptomyknees.Heletgoandlookedatme

confused?

me:"uhm,letsrathergositdownthere"

Ipointedoutandwalkedtothedirection.he

followedandwesatdownnalashoppingbagyakwa

Spar:vdidIsayIdon'twantsnacksnoIdidn't!Iwas



thefirstonesearchingforwhattoeatndaphumane

grapesabroadsmiledacrossmyface

him:"you'remoreinyourelementsherethanhome"

me:"there'ssomethingaboutbeachwater,you

wouldn'tunderstandthough"

heeyedmengekona:vIlaughedathim

me:"baby"?

him:"mh"?

me:"doyoutrustme"?

him:"withmylifemntwam"

me:"good"

hewaswaitingforsomethingelse:/Iwasdone

talkingnjena!



him:"whydoyouask"?

me:"Ijustwantedthereassurancethatihadwhen

wefirstmet"

him;"Iloveyoubaby,onlyyou"

me:''Iknow"

myphonerang...kwaphelananoInyow:v:vIpicked

up

me:"Marc'O'Polo"?!!!

IsaidthatmimickingBeast'svoice

heburstintolaughter

him:"Lilsis,hoegaandit"?

me;"alasisgoed,enjy"?

him:"netso...yourmatricdance"



me:"whataboutit"?

him:"date,time,venue...alll'othatshit"

me:"willupdateyouonceerrythangbeensetup"

him:"okay...nowtellmewhatareyoudoingatthe

beachsolate"?

Istammeredlookingaround:ohowthephuckdidhe

know?

me:"huh"?

him:"lemmeguess,you'rewithhim"?

me:"uhmboet,thanksforthecallneh?Iwilldefinitely

callyoutoupdateyouofthedance.loveyou"

Isummarizedeverythingthenhungupandbreathed

Laa:"overprotectivebrother"?

me:"canweexchange?I'lltakeSosoyou'lltakeboth



ofthem"

hekissedmylipsandsmiled...shakingushead

lightly.
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Weactuallyspentmoretimethananticipatedatthe

beachthenhetookmehome,hedidn'twannadrop

meatthegarageuthikusebusukusohedroppedme

offatthefrontgate.Thefolkswerehomesoyouan

imaginehowsweatymypalmswereasIwalked

insideandgreeted...

dad:"heyyou'rebackfinally"

Ijustsmiled...lolIdidn'tknowwhattosayandIeyes

auntywhowasdishingup

shesmiledandgavemenoclueatall



dad:"comesit"

me:"uhm...Ineedtoclosemywindowsfirst"

him:"okay,bequicksupperisabouttobeserved"

me:"5secondstops"

IranupstairsandclosedthewindowsthenIleftmy

phonechargingandwentbackdownstairsandsat

onthesamecouchasdaddy,momwasprobablystill

busyatthestudy

him:"soyouwenttothebeachhuh"?

me:"yeah,howdidyouknow"?

helookedatmyfeet:v

me:"oh"

him:"who'sthatguywhojustdroppedyouoff"

:ouh-oh!

me:"ohthat...he'snameisLandile"

him:"oh..howoldishe"?



me:"sameageasme"

him:"good...ishestillinschool"?

me:"matric"

him:"oh...sohowdidyouguysmeetcozitsthefirst

timeI'mseeinghimorshouldIsaythefirsttimeI

seeyouwithamalefriend"

Iswallowedandcarefullyplacedtherightwordson

thetipofmytongue:/

me:"ohwemetatKidsBeachinDecember"

momwalkedinsmiling,shesatdownonthe

oppositecouch

her:"whatisitIhearaboutKidd'sbeach"?

him:"That'swhereTrinametLandile"

her:"La-who?who'sthat"?



him:"herfriendasshesays"

momlookedatme...notsure.lolIwasinatight

cornerhere.

him:"hejustdroppedheroffacoupleofminutes

ago"

her:"oh..wheredidhetakeyou"?

me:"Iactuallytookhimtothebeach"

theywereconfused:v

her:"butyourcarishere"?

me:"yeah...hecametopourfuelandwekinda

bumpedontoeachothersoItwistedhisarm"

him:"ooh...youdosoundfondofhim''

her:"weshouldmeethim"

me:"NO"



Ikindajumpedloudlyatthatandtheybothlookedat

mequizzically...Ibreathedintwotimescalming

myself

me:"Imean...no,there'snoneedma"

her:"wellifheisspendingtimewithyou,wehaveto

gettoknowhim"

him:"areyoutakinghimtoyourmatricdance"?

her:"probably.whichiswhyweshouldmeethim

beforethat"

me:"uhm...."

jonga...bendixakwenangamazwisuhnn!Aunty

savedmebybringingsupperandweateupmaking

smallconversationheeeBantubalaphabanjani?

afterdinnerIcollectedthedishesandreturnedem

tothekitchenndabuyelaeroominyamlockingitthen

iranmyselfabathndakhululaandtookmyphoneto

thebathroomasIsoakedmyselfinthebubblebath.



IcalledSoso...

him:"babe"?

me:"unjan"?

him:"fuckedup,wena"?

me:"tired...uhm,Ican'tcomengomso"

him:"whynot"?

me:"IthinkI'mgrounded"

him:"youthink?whatdidyoudo"?

me:"yourbrotherdroppedmeoffatthefrontgate

andthefolkswerehome"

him:"mxmnimuncuxaninobabinikanene,whodrops

agirlemnyangokowayo?ebalungwininogal"?

Iwasinstitcheskuhleka



me:"Sosoman...souhm,uzokwenzanjaningeziway"?

him:"awzobanayonechanceyophumaatall"?

me:"Iwill...they'regoingtothefarmsbutkeI'mstill

grounded"

him:"willcallyouxasisegaragenotwin"

me:"kay,night"

him:"night"

:pcimbaubhadlile?sozeafikekum!

Icalledhistwin...

him:"mylove,Iwasafraidtocallkantiyou'rewith

yourfolks"

me:"oh...wehaveapredicament"

him:"whatisit"?

me:"theysawyou"



him:"no"

me:"nowtheywannameetwithyou"

him:"holyJesus!sowhatdowedo?uthenikubo"?

me:"boutus"?

him:"yeah"?

me:"saidwe'refriends...khandkwaztubajonga

ebusweniandsaywe'redating"

him:"okay,westicktothesamestoryke"

me:"okay...sondithiuzozanini?coztheywanna

meetyoubeforemymatricdance"

him:"gimmeaweek...topreparemyself"

me:"prepare?eshe!okay"

him:"kalokndizakwiin-lawssofunekaevenmy

Englishbeonpointbangabiziooflabbergasted

ndothukendibelost"

:v

:v

me:"kaywhateveryousay"



him:"so...wenzanngok"?

me:"soakedinabath,u"?

him:"justtookashower...wishIcouldwashyour

back"

me:"somewishesdon'treallycometrueyayazi"

him:"oneday"

me:"Thembaalibulali"

him:"IwishIhadrecordedthisndikumamelise

ngalominiyazbabe"

me:"heee!hehbae,uyagezauLwandiso"

him:"butheufunasitshintshiselaneke"

me:"tyhini!bekhendamfounelawathixesabela'babe'

ndithikuyeandingobabewakhemna"

him:"lemmeguess...hesaideverythingIownhe

owns?viseversa"

me:"ewe"!

him:"bettergetusedtoit...hisgirlfriendstillcan't

differentiatebetweenthetwoofus"



me:"that'slame...awmaznjanumntuwakho"

hechuckled

him:"youshouldgivehersometips...cozwealso

thoughtnaweuzobanjeya"

me:"honestly...Idon'tblameher.AtfirstInotedyour

scents,thethevoicetoneandlastlycharacters"

him:"yhouyasebenzabae"

me:"imaginegoingonadatewithSosothinkingits

you"

him:"we'vedonethatacoupleoftimesandtheystill

don'tknow"

me:"aningcole!ha.Anabyebyengoku"

him:"sosoon"?

me:"needmybeautysleep"

him:"mmh..byebyeke"

me:"Iloveyou"

him:"Iloveyoumore"

me:"lalebeautiful"



him:"laleregtig"

Ismiledandhungup,drainedthewaterandcleaned

thebathbeforeIproceededtomyroom,lotionedand

woremyPJsndalala.

-

IneveransweredmyparentsaboutLaavisitingthem

sowhenhecouldn'tcomethefollowingweekI

wasn'ttoomuchstressed.Sosohadcometofetch

hislinks.

Aprilwasfastapproachingtheendandwewere

givendates,venueandallaboutthematricdance.

whichwasstobeonthefirstweekofJunesoI

emailedMarcwhothensentmeR5000justfora

dress,shoesandjewelsthenhesaidtheLukewill

sendtherestforanythingelseImightneed:)the

folksweretoorganizetransportationandKeriwas

toreturnhometomakemeup!Thewaytheyfussed



aboutthisthough:/

lol...youdon'tknowlifehey!

SothisotherdayIwaswalkingaloneinVincent,I

sweartoyoundambonakuqalauRangerand

changedlanesndabendizotyaeJDsndasole

ndiyekandayotyaeMcDsndaphola....

oneminuteIturnedonlytobegreetednguBeast's

back:/Icouldizwingayemakinganorder...Ikinda

panickedbutkeptmycoolthenhesatonatable

oppositeminewaitingforhisorder...hewasbusyon

hisiPadthenwhenheliftedhiseyes,oureyesmet:/

accidentally!

hesmiledandwalkedovertomine...

him:"hi..canI"?

me:"hi..."



helookedatme...Inod,hesatdown.

him:"howareyou"?

me:"neverbeenbetter,you"?

him:"great...itsgoodseeingfamiliarfacesfora

change"

me:"butyouwerebornheremos"

him:"butstill...sohowisschool"?

me:"great,how's...ohwait,whatDOyoudo"?

hechuckledandrelaxedinhischair

him:"Iownbusinesses"

me:"you?businessman?whatkindabusiness"?

him:"legitbusinesses"

me:"mh"



him:"you'reweighingwhatIjustsaid"

me:"youblameme"?

him:"no...whatdidyouthinkIdothough"?

Ilaughedandhisorderwascalled,awaiterbrought

tohimrightwhereweweresitting...

him:"youhaven'tansweredme"

me:"Idon'tplanto"

him:"ohreallynow"?

Iwasabouttoanswerwhenbhutbaecalled:Dwhat

atiming:v

me:"I'msorryIhavetotakethis"

him:"nopro'm"



-

me:"MrEgo"

him:"MissPerfect...howareyou"?

me:"ndigrandsonnyyou"?

him:"I'mgreat...so,Ithinkwecanfinallymeetupwith

yourfolksthiscomingWednesday"

Iwasexcited...couldn'thideit!

me:"usure?likeyoudon'thaveto"

him:"I'msureandIwantto"

me:"kaywilltelldaddyjustnowke"

him:"okay...sowhatareyoubusywith,I'mcravingeza

wayzakho"

me:"zintonezo"?

him:"prawnsinsauce"

me:"hahaizaeVincentkalok"

him:"youmeansewphaalready"



me:"yeahIwasdoingsomeshoppingqhandalamba"

him:"ohkay,..undawnikengok"?

me:"McDs"

him:"okay"

me:"sharp"

Ihungup...

me:"sorryaboutthat"!

beast:"nosweat...wherewerewe"?

me:"Iactuallyhavetogo"

him:"boyfriend"?

Ieyedhim

him:"couldn'thelpbutoverhear"

me:"byetaBeast"



hesmiled...ordidhesmirk?andaz!

him:"awkafuniundinikalenumber"?

me:"yifuneKuBhuti"

him:"haikengokyayazisozendiyifumane"

me:"toughluck"!

Itookmythingsandwalkedawaysmiling,Itexted

LaahewillfindmeatOBcozbesendisonqenaukuya

eJD

Ovayotaggedmeandothersthatididntknowkwa

kuloFBudikayo...herstatwaswritten:

'OMG!!!somepeoplearemotherfucking

bloodsuckers!fikebezenzatopskodwabaacholwa

theydon'tevenhaveasenseofbelonging!nxn



bloodybitchstolemyman'

lolIburstoutlaughing...Icouldn'thelpcommenting

alongsidepeoplewhowereeitherwithheroragainst

her.

onesaid:Iwonderideibeyiyiphieyakhoindoda,ba

kaloknalenayamwawuyibanga!

:v

lol...Iwrote:labelyourman'taken'onhisforehead

sothatbloodybitcheswillplayfarfromhim.

Mishcommented:youhavenoshametalkingthat

shit!UphiumntanakaTaReebo?you'rebusyruining

otherpeoplesrelationshipscozyoucouldn'tbe

faithfultoonepersonwhoactuallyhadfaithinyou

whennooneelsehad!youareonetospeak!



Iwaslike...o.Owhatthehellisgoingon!whois

Reebo?

don'ttellmeAmandaknowsthischickfrom

somewhere!
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BabewafikasendisityaiihotchipsIonlyordered

thosewhilewaitingforhim

didIsaywafika?noImeantBAfika!

jonga,andmazimnauSosowayethathwaphiatall!

Thisniggaisattractedtodrama!heisloud,wildand

justoutthere:vakadikwa,akadinwa.

Soso:"nankuskwiza"

me:"what"?



helaughedandkissedmycheekashepulledachair

andsatdown,baefollowedbusyonhisphone.He

kissedmylipsandsatdowntoo

Soso:"andsedikwenguloFacebooktatakaMoses"!

Laa:"stopcomplainingandplaceanorderwillyou"?

Soso:"whatareweeating"?

Laa:"buzaKubabe"

phofbatyakwakwezichipszamngokbathethayo!

Soso:"babeufunaiiprawnsnantoni"?

me:"anythingy'allfeellike"

baewasstillbusykulaphone:/Iwaskindagetting

irritatedkemnake!Sosoplacedanorder,andlooked

atme...IwaslookingatLandile!



Soso:"Lwandiso"

Laa:"Landile"?

Soso:"khawbekelephone,uzlibelebauhlelinabantu"?

Laa:"justonesec"

Soso:"Landilemaan"?!!!

Laaputhisphoneonthetableandscratchedhis

chin...whiletouchingmyhandwithhisotherhand.

him:"sorryaboutthat"

me:"cool"

Soso:"coolmyfoot!yasqhelawena"

me:"esheawsenadramanjeSoso"

Laa:"don'tmindhim,hetrynabethegoodbrotherin-

law"

soso:"Iwon'tansweranyofthat...haibiiphinale

waiter"?

me:"patience"



Soso:"patience?hewethuitsnotlikeKubusy

apha...khamendiyeza"

Laa:''no!no!no!awzoyaphaSosokhahlalephantsi"

watshoembambaisandla...Sosojustshookhishead

andsatdown,fiddlingwithhisphoneirritated

mntakadad!

thefoodfinallycanethrough...

Laa:"SosobungathangauAsavelauyezanah"?

Soso:"bekutshoyenasuhn,khamfounelengokwakho"

Laa:"tyhini"!

Soso:"hayungakulingekeplz,callbabeandaskher"

lolBaehadnootheroption...hecalledher

Her:"taLara"?

him:"heybabe...areyounotcominganymore"?



her:"I'mactuallyatMcDonald'ssinceubabyebethe

niyakhona"

him:"we'reactuallyatOB,changeofplans"

her:"okayI'llbetherein5..."

him:"ayt"

theyhungup...

Soso:"uthini"?

Laa:"she'satMcD'skalokubuthekuyesiyaphaya"

Soso:"mxm...ifshehadpickedupwhenIcalledshe

would'veknown"

Laa:"didyouguysfightorsomething"?

Soso:"Idon'tfightwithgirlsandiyosissy"

Ismiled...

inmymindI'mtrynaimaginethisAsavelacharacter

butkeshewalkedinoohmxmndamazimmediately,

shewasonedramaqueenI'vemetwhenwe



competedagainstSterlinghighinMusicandPoetry

class;shethencamestraighttouswearingblue

stilettos,whitehighwaistflaredminiskirtandablue

vesttuckedin...wavyblackextensions(weave)even

herwalkspeltBOLD!CONFIDENT!AMBITIOUS!

Laa:"aha!nankubaby"

her:"erhm..."

shehuggedLandilebuthereyeswerekinaweighing

orrathercheckingwhichtwinshouldshebehugging

forealhere?:v

Landileopenedachairforherandshesatdown.

her:"molweni"

Soso:"hi"



Ijustnodandsmiled...

Soso:"sowhatareyouhaving"?

shelistenedforasecthenlookedatLaraandback

toSoso...

her:"ohmygod!notagain"

shelaughed,embarrassedthenshehuggedhimand

theykissed.

Soso:"ayandinamntubakupheleleapha..."

her:"I'msorrybabe,itwillgetbetterwithtime"

Laa:"guys...baby,nguAsavelaLonagirlfriendka

Lwandiso.Asa,thisisTrinamygirlfriend"

me:"nicetomeetyou"

her:"samehere...butyoudolookfamiliar"

Ismiledtomyself!



Soso:"shedoes"?

her:"yeah...haven'twemetbefore"?

Landilelookedatmequizzically:)Iateupmychips

dippinginonthesauce.

me:"yeah...we'vemet"

bandijonga...

her:"ohGodno!Trina...Trina...damnit!You're

TrinaliqueSmith,right"?

me:"correct"

shethroughherheadbackwards!Shehadnochoice

buttosuckitup...Iwasn'tgonnaexposehowshe

lostthreetimestomeunlessshestartsit

ngokwakheke.

Laa:"babe?I'msolost"

Soso:"you'relost?mh...that'sanunderstatement



mntakwethu"

shelookedatmeoncemoreandlookedatLandile

thensheshookherheadindisbelief

Soso:"Asavela"?

her:"uhm...rememberhowangryIwaswhenIlostin

thatmusicalandpoetrycompetition"?

Soso:"yeah"

shesighedandlookedoutside...

Soso:"holycrap!sothisgirlthatyouhatesomuch

withthelastdropofyourbloodisactuallyTrina?the

girlyouwouldn'tmindbuyingthugsforukuzeafe?

hayyisoup"

Laa:"okay...someoneenlightenmekwenzekanton



apha?whohateswhoandwhy"?

Soso:"rememberlastyearmanwhenIaskedforyour

carkeystellingyouthatshecalledcrying"

Laa:"whenyourcarwasinservice"?

Soso:"yeah...Iwenttofetchhersahlalae

flattin...reasonwhyshewascryingelahloboiscoz

shehasbeenlosingforthreeyearstothesame

person"

Laa:"whohappenstobemygirlfriend?yho"

Iwassilent...eatingqha.Landilelookedatme...I

swearhewantedtosmileifnotlaughbuthe

couldn't...nothereornow!

her:"uhm...Idon'tknowwhattosay"

Soso:"yho"!

sheeyedhim

her:"canIbeexcused"?



Soso:"haikengokuyagula"

shehadglassesemehlweni:'(itstillhurtnah?I

mean:vwe'refastapproachingourawardsmonths

andhowwillshereactnextimeifndiphinde

ndawinneer?!

her:"plzbae...celasiphumeaphapandlekeatleast"

Sosogutup,shefollowed.
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wewatchedthemdisappearandLandileburstinto

laughter

me:"haybabe"

him:"lomntana?shethinksearthisherkingdomstru"!



Iwasworried...like,eachandeveryyearwecompete

kulacompetitionwegoheadtoheadandforthree

consecutiveyearsI'vebeentakingtheawardhome.

me:"I'mworriedabouther"

him:"she'llbefine,Sosowillfixher"thenhegiggled

me:"babeno"

him:"okay...phew!okay''

theycamebackandsatdown,besendihluthikesana

mna

Soso:"okay...masityeni"

Iwatchedthemeat...insilence.Shewas

uncomfortableandIdidn'twanthertofeellikeI'm

crowdingher,ndimbethekwicompetitionndiphinde

ndimenzeuncomfortableemzinakhecozke

kuyacacabakudalabesazana.Iwasfarawayngee



ngcingauntilSososnappedmeoutofit

me:"hm"?

him:"yintonucingaphi"?

me:"uhm...ohIthinkIshouldgetgoing"

bandijonga...:/

him:"getgoing?youhaven'ttouchedthefood

though"

me:"actuallyIdidthankyou"

ndafakaIphoneyaminmybagandtookmy

shoppingbagsndaphakama

bae:"uright"?

me:"yeah..."



Soso:"thenwhat'sup"?

me:"IjustrememberedsomethingthatIhadtodo

beforethefolksreturn"

bae:"butkuseearlynjena"

Soso:"Iknowwhatthisisabout"

Vela:"plzdon'tgoonmyaccount"

Ismiledatthem,kissedmybaeandbidgoodbye...

Landileranaftermelolbendingazangangamoto

kesanasoIwasgonnahike.

him:"babe...didyoudriveyourselfhere"?

me:"erh...nehdon'tworryaboutit.Gohavefun"

him:"no,I'mtakingyouhome"

me:"suityourself"

hetookmyshoppingbagsandwalkedtohis

car...wegotitandweleftaphendlelenisithecwaka



untilwereachedthefrontgateandturnedthe

ignitionoff...insteadofmegettingoutofhiscar,I

leanedmyheadbackwardsontheheadrest

releasingalongbreath

me:"I'msorryhey"

him:"youdidn'tdoanything..."

ndathula.…

him:"doessheintimidateyou"?

me:"notacademically"

heleanedforwardandkissedmyslightlyopenedlips

andhestayedlikethatsowecouldbreaththesame

airyoucanimaginetheintensityasoureyeswere

gluedtothegaze



him:"sheshouldn't...umhleandyouknowit"

me:"youwillneverunderstandnana"

him:"Idon'twannaunderstand...uthandwa

ndim,AsavelauthandwanguSosoanditendsthere"

Isighed

him:"sayit"

me:"Idon'twannabethecauseoftensionbetween

y'all"

him:"haibo,whywouldyoueventhinkthat"

me:"youkneweachotherbeforeme,youguysknow

eachotherbetterthanIdo...Idon'twantherthinking

Iwannatakeherplaceorsomething"

him:"babewhatyou'resayingisinvalid...lomntana

afterleminyakanoSososhedoescantseparateus?

wenausandofikaintothepictureandyouknowwho

iswho"

me:"thatcouldalsobeaproblem"



him:"how"?

me:"babe..uyamaziuSoso.somewheresomehow

he'lldoorsaysomethingcrazeandthatchickwill

burst"

hesmiled...

him:"somethingcrazelikeinvitingyoutomeetthe

folks"?

me:"ohpleasedon'tremindmeofthat"!

welaughed

wekissed

me:"dontforgetWednesday"

him:"notinamillionyears"

me:"ndseriousbabe"

him:"nam...kalokIalsowannashareyournightof

royaltywithyousoIhavetobehereWednesday"



Ismiled...kissedhischinandopenedthedoor

hegotoutfromtheothersidetogivememy

shoppingbags

him:"auntywon'ttell"?

me:"naah,Idoubt"

him:"mmh"

withthathekissedmyneckandrancozyayazi

ndizomthuka!egate'ini?whatifMarcusjustdecided

tocomehomeannounced?

hehootedandleft,Iwentinsideandplacedthe

thingsinorder.

-



IhadalreadyinformedthefolksaboutLandile

comingsotheysaiddinnerwillbegood:)that

WednesdaymorningIdrovemyselftoschool,Iwasa

nervehavoc:oIdidn'twannathinkwhatcornerthey

weregonnafixmybaeintobutIkeptreassuring

myselfthattheyhavemybestinterestsatheart.

DuringlunchIwenttotheladiesbathroomanddid

mybusinessndaphumabumpingontoChloe

her:"heyyou"

me:"hey...haveseenAmanda"?

her:"she'satthecanteen"

me:"ayt"

weparted...onmywaytothecanteenmyphone

rang

me:"soso"?



him:"babyunjan"?

me:"goodwena"?

him:"good...butyoudon'tsoundgoodatall"

Isighed

him:"you'renervousabouttonight"?

me:"kinda"

him:"don'tbe...myhalfisprepared"

me:"how'syourgirlfriend"?

him:"shegreat"

me:"good..Ihavetogo"

him:"justasec"

me:"mmh"?

him:"shedoesn'treallyhateyou"

me:"wecantrunawayfromthetruthbaby"

him:"Imighthaveexaggeratedabit"

me:"Iknowbutfactremains,I'vebeatherthree



consecutiveyearsandtruthis,shehatesme.I

understand"

him:"Idon'tknowhowwe'regoingtodothis"

me:"dowhat"?

him:"wellwiththinghangingbetweenthetwoof

you,wecan'tevengoondoubledates"

me:"aike"

him:"youdoknowyoushouldn'thaveleftngalamini"

me:"let'sjustburythehatchetbra"

him:"kayke"

me:"sharp"

Iwenttoeat...

thedaywasfasterthanusual...

whentheschoolwasdismissed,Iracedhomefika

andmadesurethatKucleanandinorder...



auntywalkedinndiselounge

her:"Ididn'thearyoucomein"

me:"ohhi"

her:"don'tstress,everythingisinorder"

me:"whatiftheydon'tlikehim"?

her:"theirloss,youlovehim...right"?

Inodandsatdown

her:"yourmomtoldmeyousaidhe'sjustafriendbut

theydon'tbelieveyou"

me:"ohshit!no!theywon'tbringthatup,likethey

can't"

shesmiled



her:"leavethemtodowhattheyknowisbestfor

you,unentlahlamntanam"

myfolksarrivedataboutpastfive,dinnerwillbeat

sevenandazwhynotateight:/

mom:"pleascallTrinaformeNandi"

auntycameknockingonmydoor,Iwentdown

wearingagownsincebendigqibovasa

me:"mother"?

her:"youshouldgetdressed...nottoocasualplz"

me:"yeasma"

her:"andnosneakers"

loldaddylaughedeseroominyakhe...myaddiction

tosneakerswaswellknownImustsay



Iwentupstairsandtookoutawhitekneelength

bodyhuggingdress,ithaslonglacearmsanda

lacedbackthenIworeredbottoms,satinfrontof

thedressingtableandappliedlightsoftfeatherish

make-upandgloss;straightenedmyhairandclipped

thesides...Istoodupandwenttomyhumanlength

mirrorandsmiled.myphonerang

:D

me:;"babe"?

him:"hey...sevenright"?

me:"yep"

him:"okay...let'sdothis"

me:"awoyikithough"?

him:"haha!nope,I'mjustgonnaaskGodtohelpme

restrainmyselffromtouchingyou"

Ilaughedheartily



me:"youbetter,oryou'llreturnhomeacorpse"

helaughed

him:"okayseeyouinafew"

me:"can'twait"

-

Iwentdownstairsandwaited.

[10/8,19:45]‪+27730692704‬:#22

Dadcameoutfirst...wearingjeans,formalshoesand

acheckedshirt

him:"here'smyprincess...youlookanxious"



me:"I...uhm...Iamjustfinedad"

hesmiledandwalkedoutside...

momcameoutwearingabeautifuleveningdress

withlacedetailsonthebustlolizintokeekhaya

zithathelwaphezulu!

her:"ahaa!nowcome,let'sgooutside"

me:"outside?why"?

her:"itsquitehottonightsoIthoughtwecouldhave

itbythepoolside"

me:"oh"

withthatwefollowedeachothertothepoolsideand

madesurethateverythingwasinorder,auntyreally

outdidherselfhere.itwassobeautiful.

Icheckedthetimeitwastenminutestoseven...I



panickedkancincicozifhe'slatenobakungomzuzu

omnyemydadwillmakeafussofit.

Iwalkedaroundthepoolandsawdadopeningthe

gate...Ipeepedandsawbae'scarItellyamyheart

skippedabeat

Itriedrelaxingkengok

Isatdown,withmom.Dadwalkedinfrontofhimand

showedhimaseat...Landile?hefirstgreeted

mother,kissingherhand:vthenhuggedme!lol

ndamjongandanyikinyaintloko....

wesatdownkwezaiistarters:Dthenauntyleftus

Theylookedatme...Iclearedmythroatand

breathed

me:"mom,dad...uhm...thisisLandilemyfriend.

Landile,thesearemyparentsMrandMrsSmith"

.



dad:"youngman,whydoyoulooksofamiliar?"

Laa:"Iwouldn'tknowsir,maybewe'vemet...ormaybe

youknowmyparents"

dad:"who'syourfather"?

Laa:"KennethTitussir"

dadlookedathimoncemoreandlaughed!

okay,that'sagoodsign:/neh?

dad:"youarelying!don'tyouhaveatwin"?

:)

Laa:"yessirIdo..Lwandiso"

dad:"wow!you'vegrownsomuch...don'tyou

rememberme"?

Laa:"hahaIknowyousirorratherIrecognizedyou

whenIsawyoubythegatesir"

dad:"recognizemefromwhere"?

Laa:"thefarminKlerksdorp"



dadwasinhiselement,hegaveadescriptionof

Landile'sparentstomomasweateup.Landilewas

comfortableevah!umntuapholengathiukokwabo?

o.O

Afterthatauntyservedusthemaincoursefollowed

bydessertthendadandLandilewenttothegarage

:/yawazamadodangemoto?

me:"phew...thatwentwell"

mom:"you'reluckyhisfatherisbestfriendswithyour

dad"

me:"I'mjustsurprisedIhaven'tmetthem"

her:"youwerestillyoung,eventhetwinswerestill

youngwhenwestillownedthatfarm"

me:"ooh"

shesurveyedme:/



her:"he'snotjustafriend,right"?

:oIstammeredndikhohlwekuphendula:v

her:"youlovehim"?

me:"amInottooyoungforthat"?

shesmiled

her:"you'reafraidofgettinghurt"?

me:"kinda"

thatwastrue

her:"youhaveyourbrothersandsistersforguidance

whenitcomestothat...ifyoufeeluncomfortable

talkingtomeoryourdad"

me:"brothers?Marcexcluded"

shelaughed...shewasglowing,asifshe'salsoglad

ngumntwanawomntuabamaziyolona!

her:"he'soverprotectiveIknow,buthemeanswell"



me:"Marc?mom,Marcislikeabedbugwaitingto

punchonyourblood"

her:"doesheknowaboutTitus"?

me:"yes...notindetailsthough"

her:"heknowstheirdad,ifyoutellhimhewon'tmake

afussofit"

babuyaootatabehlekabonwabile...

Laa:"erhMrsSmith,thankyouforsuchagreat

hospitality.Ifeltwelcomeandathome"

her:"youaremostcertainlywelcomeyoushould

thankNandi,she'sthemagicbehindallofthis"

dad:"Trinatoldusyouwillbegoingwithhertoher

matricdance"

him:"ohthat...ifitsnoproblemIwouldloveto"

dad:"aproblem?never"

mom:"shewillinformyouofallthedetails"



Laa:"thankyouma'am"

-silence-

dadclearedhisthroat...lookingathiswife

him:"darling,itsgettingcoldcome"

momobligedandhuggedLandile,dadshookhis

handbasishiyasimeapho

me:"oh-kay..."

him:"phola,bayang'ncanywalabantu"

me:"ohshutup,theylikeyourfolksnotyou"

wewalkedtohiscarhandinhand...



him:"Imeantotellyouearlier...youlooksobeautiful"

IswearIblushed!

me:"thankyou"

wereachedhiscarstillholdinghands,heletgoof

onehandashecameforwardandkissedme...I

longedforitsobadlyIdidn'twannapushhimaway.

wekissedthenhepulledback,Ilookeddownandhe

liftedmychin

him:"firstchallengepassed...yourturn"

me:"doIhaveto"?

him:"nope...onlycozyourdadwillcertainlytellmy

dadabouttonightsonayeuzofunaukubona"

me:"mmmmh"!

him:"youdon'twantto"!

me:"itsnotthat...andingomlungumnasowhenyou

mentionSmithyourfolksmightgettheideathatits

awhitegirl"



hesmiled...kissedmylipsandbrushedhairoutof

myface.

him:"theyalreadyknowaboutyou...wedon'tkeep

secretesekhaya"

me:"ohhayLandile!areyouserious"?

him:"relax...theyknowIdon'tdothingslikeSoso

sozebak'force'seintoanything"

Ibreathed...heopenedhisarmsandIhuggedhim.It

feltright...butthenhehadtogo.

me:"goodnightbabe"

him:"loveyouMissSmith"

me:"loveyoutooSirTitus"

wekissedoncemorethenhedroveout,Ilockedthe



gateandwentinside.Thefolkswereintheirroom

soIwentuptomineandslippedoutofthatdress

andintomysleepinggarments.

Thatdaywasjustablessedday,onethatIcannot

forgeteasily.

-

OnSaturdayofthatsameweekIhadadatewith

bhutbaeandIwashomealone...thefolkswereona

romanticweekendaway.

Iwokeupearlytopreparecozweweresupposedto

bealreadyoutherebyten:(thankGodIdon'tdomy

ownwashingcozIwould'vebeenlate.Itookout

highwaistblueskinnyjeans,whitelacecroppedtop

andwhiteunderwearalongwithChuck'sndayovasa

andgotdressed.Tookablueslingbag,my

phone,balm,walletandhandkerchiefjustincase



thenIwalkeddownstairsauntywasalreadycleaning

me:"morningma"

her:"molosisi,youlookbeautiful"

IsmiledasIwasmakingmyselfbreakfast

me:"thankyou"

Isatdownandate..myphonerang

Lwandiso...

me:"Soso"?

him:"heybabe...niyaphinanotwinlentomna

ndingafunwayo"?

Ilaughed...goodbabe!

me:"Ialsodon'tknowyazntwana"

him:"yhomkmkMkyouhavenowpicturehowyour



manshunnedmekuncedebakukhoumama

ndayolilaesfubenisakhe"

me:"hauthoughtuzothikwesikaVela"

him:"kalokubaeusalele"

me:"yho...zobarightman"

him:"likeIhaveachoice...byebye"

me:"loveyou"

him:"mxmyapretender"

hahaha

:v

IlookedatmyphoneandcontinuedeatingthenI

rinsedmybowl,auntystoppedme.Ileftthehouse

andtookawalktothegarage...IcalledMarcus:DI

missedhim

him:"_Lilsis"?



me:"hey...hoezit"?

him:"Iamsooophuckentireditsnotajoke,u"?

me:"I'mactuallygreat...whatwereyoudoing"?

him:"youdon'twannaknow...anywayhow'smom"?

me:"great"

him:"dad"?

me:"greater"

him:"mh...wherearethey?I'vetriedcallingmom

today"

me:"they'reactuallysomewheregallivantingaround"

him:"you'renotmakinganysense"

Ireachedthegarage

me:"theyareawayonaromanticntoz-ntoz"

him:"ohwow,you'rehomealone"

me:"yep"



him:"goodchancetostudy"

me:"uhm...maybetomorrow"

[Isawbae]

him:"youbetternotbefreakingpartying

Trina,educationcomesfirst"

me:"IknowbutIalsoneedabreather"

him:"awha-nevermind"

me:"Igottagoneh"

hedidn'tanswer:(

me:"Iloveyoubro"

him:"whatever"

:vowkay

Iwenttothebae'scarndangena,kissedhimandhe



droveoutofthegarage.

me:"umenzeniuSoso"?

him:"uyandigulelausosobabe"

me:"babeumenzeniuSoso"?

him:"ufunuhambanam?uzamthiniuAsalo

ebeyomlandaumntanabantuengafuni"

me:"oh"

him:"yagula!makahlaleNayeebozthathela"

loltherewasabsolutelynothingIcoulddoorsay

though:/umntuMakabondeumqawakhe:v!!!
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HedroveallthewaytoAddoElephantPark:DIwas

kindaconcernedbecauseofthedistancebutIkept

myconcernstomyselfandjustindulgedinthe

moment.Hepayduptherequiredfeethenwewent



topitchapicnicspotashewascarryingapicnic

basketsondlalathecheckedclothandsatdown

him:"babe"?

me:"hi"

him:"uright"?

ifakedasmile..

him:"talktome"

me:"Marcismadatme"

him:"becauseofme"?

me:"hethinksIshouldbespendingthistimewithmy

books"

him:"he'srightthough"

me:"ooh"?

him:"nodon'tgetmewrong,Ilovehavingyouaround

butIalsopromisedyouIwillnevergetbetweenyou



andyourbooks"

me:"sesilaphake...there'snonwecando"

him:"wecouldtryandforgetaboutEastLondonuntil

hometime"?

Ismiledandtookahandfulofgrapesndalala

ngomqolohefollowedandwedrewsweetnothings

intheclouds.Iwashappy,relaxed,free...

hemovedinclosersowecouldkiss...

hishandsweremovingupanddownmyside...from

theneckdowntomythighsandhewouldpullmy

thightowardshimsohecouldhaveoneofhislegs

betweenmythighs.Ourstomachsweretouching,I'm

surehecouldfeelmyboobsagainsthischestbut

weweresooodeepinconcentratetothekisswe

didn'treallycareaboutanythingelse.Hishandwent

throughmyhairandpullsmyheadevencloserto

himaswecontinuedkissing...

myhandscouldn'tfindanystability:vfromhisface



tohischest,fromtheretohisbiceps,fromthereto

hisbacklolangaznamibengisenzani!Hisphone

rang...heignoredit.MinerangIignoredittoountil

hisphonerangagain,Istoppedandlookedathim

me:"phenduliphone"

him:"SosoKelo"

-

him:"ola"?

Soso:"uzbekephiiztixozeCorolla"?

him:"zihlalaphikantiiztixo"?

Soso:"azikhothat'swhyI'maskingyou"

him:"okay...khangelaeflattinyamphezukwe

dresser"

Soso:"sendvela"

him:"haikeandizaziSoso...uzoythinikhonaIcorolla"?

Soso:"there'ssomewhereIwannagoto"



him:"taketheTazzkalok"

Soso:"kaysho"

him:"sharp...uphiuVela"?

Soso:"ndigodusayena"

him:"aibo,she'snotstayingtheweekend"?

Soso:"Asavelauyand'qhelamtakza...mxmkhayeke

mansothethaobuyakwakho"

him:"wenzeni"?

Soso:"dude!whenyou'reback...halatosisbae"

him:"alright"

theyhungup...Iwashalfwaythroughthebasket:v

me:"wassup"?

him:"thinkSosonemaidyakhebaxabene"

me:"mmh"



hedugin...

myphonerang...ohGodiyawayintoningoku?

him:"you'renotgonnaanswerthat"?

me:"yhouMarcusbra"?

him:"he'syourbrotherbabe,he'sjustdoinghisjob"

-_-

me:"low"?

him:"you'restillwithhim''?

me:"yes...lookitsnotwhatyouthink,I'mjust

unwindingthat'sall"

him:"Ihopeforyourownsakejysreg"

me:"ekisnetregboet.."

him:"don'tgogetyourselfknockedupnow,we

wannaseeyougraduatethengetmarried"



me:"Iknow"

him:"good...enjoyyourself"

me:"thankyou"

[wehungup]

IlookedatLaawhensuddenlyLukedecidedtocall

too

me:"luu"

him:"heybeautiful...tellme,whereareyou"?

me:"I'mhome"

helaughed:/

him:"tryagaindoll"

me:"kayfineI'mout"

him:"okaywhenareyoucomingback"?

me:"intheeveningIthink...whysomanyquestions



though"?

him:"justwannaknow...ciao"

me:"ayt"

Laalookedatmequizzically

me:"IhaveafeelingLuke'shome"

him:"didhesayso"?

me:"notinsomanywords"

him:"wellwebetterleavesothatungafikiebusuku

kakhulu"

me:"mmh"

mxm:(

Ihelpedhimpack...itwaspastfourintheafternoon

sowedrovebacktoEastLondonbutfirsthetook

mytoMcDonald'sandboughtmeaMcFlurryye



caramelthenhedrovemehome:)yep!Lukewas

home,thegaragewasopenedandloudjunkmusic

wasplayingkunukanebraaimeat

Landilelaughedashestoppedatthegate

him:"lookslikeLukeisawhiteversionofSoso"

me:"yaz?!youhavenoidea..."

him:"Ihadfuntoday...evenifwespentmostofthe

timefrolicking"

Iblushed

hechuckled...

him:"yhoumnhlemaan...itsunderstandablewhy

yourbrothersaresoprotectiveofyou"

me:"thankyou"

him:"onelastkiss"?



me:"whynot...cozzokubonakdalangoku"

him:"kdalaasin,onyourbignight"?

me:"yeah"

weswallowedsomewordsaswekissed...more

passionately,Ihadfuntooyaz.

me:"thankyoufortoday"

him:"Icoulddoiteverydaywithyou"

me:"pity"

him:"patience"

Ismiledandgotout...walkedinsideandblewakiss

athim,hekissedbackanddroveaway.

-

-



Iwalkedinsidethehouse

Lukewasbusymarinatingmoremeat...wehugged

him:"howoldishe?

me:"myage,why"?

him:"wheredidhegettheJeephe'sdriving"?

Ismiled...:)buyelelontokanene?

me:"itshisparentscar...lemmechangeinto

somethingmorecomfortable"

Iskippedmywayupthestairsandchangedinto

loosepantsnevestneslippersthenIwenttojoin

him

him:"I'mhavingacoupleoffriendsover"

me:"acouple?howmany"?



him:"abouttwenty..Idon'tknow"

me:"mmh...mmmh"

helaughed

him:"don'tsayit"

hahandathulanyhani.
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Thehousewasfullypackedinamatterof

minutes,youneverknowhowjajarigwhitepeople

reallyareuntilyouminglewiththem.Iwaskinda

boredcozIwasn'tfamiliarwithanyofthembesides

mybrothersoItookapieceofmeatandwent

upstairsndayolala.AsIundressedIreceivedacall

fromNtandoagain



me:"hello"?

him:"hi,howareyou"?

me:"I'mgoodyou"?

him:"samehere...haveyouthoughtaboutwhatI

saidearlier"?

me:"whatyousaid"?

him:"yeahImean...Ireallyloveyou,Ijustneeda

chancetoprovethattoyouandofcourseyour

brother"

me:"look,Idon'tthinkI'mupforit,okay"

him:"why?becauseyouthinkI'magangsta"?

me:"didIsaythat"?

him:"Iknowucingalonto,sawitwrittenalloveryour

facethefirsttimewemet"

me:"yourimaginationworkswondersforyou"

him:"doyouneedmoretime"?

me:"no...IhaveaboyfriendandIlovehim"

him:"Iknow,buthecanneverevengiveyouhalfof



whatIcan"

me:"itsnotevenaboutthat"

him:"itsaboutloveasyouwouldsayright"?

Ikeptquiet...

him:"Idon'twantyoutofeellikeI'mpressuringyou

oranything"

me:"evenifyouwere,I'dnevergiveinsochill"

him:"allI'maskingisachance,plz"

me:"goodnightbro"

him:"ayt"

IhungupandcalledEvecozImissedher

her:"heyLilsis"?

me:"heyhowareyou"?



her:"alliswell...youreadyforyourmatricdance"?

me:"thinkso"

her:"what'sup"?

Isighed...

me:"ReceivedacallfromNtando"

her:"asinBeast"?

me:"yep"

her:"whogavehimyournumber"?

me:"Idon'tknow...theniqqaisheadoverheels"

shelaughed

me:"Iwonderwhyyou'relaughing"

her:"itsnotlikeyoudidn'tknowthough"

me:"thatwasbeforeImetLandile"



her:"soyourcrushjustsupposedlydied"?

yohthisEvewasmakingthisgoodforher...

me:"youdoknowyou'renothelpingright"?

her:"I'msupposedtobehelpingyouintolies?hellno!

webothknowyouhaveacrushontheniqqa"

me:"had"

her:"thentellhimoff"

me:"hedoesn'twannaacceptit"

her:"becauseyou'renotclearwithhim"

:/

me:"mxmgoodnight"

her:"loveyou"

IhungupandcoveredmyheadtrynasleepbutI



couldn't,bendingenabuthongoatall.

Ieventuallydozedoffstillcontemplatingbetween

theunholythoughtsaboutmylife

thealarmsetoff,Iwokeupandpreparedfor

church,wentdownstairsandhadbreakfast

kwangenasomewhitechubbychickwalking

confidentlyintoourkitchen...auntywastherewith

memakingpreparationsforlunchsincethefolks

weresettobehomebythen.Thisladywalked

straighttothefridgeandopeneditwithoututteringa

word,sajongananoauntysathula

Kim:"areyououtofmilk"?

LolsamjonganjesathulaIwasalmostdoneeating

soIgotup,placedthebowlinthesinkandwentpast

herndiyothathamybagandbible.onmyreturn

ndafakaesenzaukutyauLuke

me:"brotherLuu"

him:"hey,goingtochurch"?



me:"yep...later"

him:"hah!I'dalsoliketotagalongyouknow"

me:"andwho'sgonnacleanupafteryou"?

Kim:"there'samaidforheavenssake"

IlookedatLuke

me:"I'mgone"

Luke:"ifIfinishontimeI'llfollow"

Kim:"don'ttellmeyou'reseriouslygonnacleanup

thismess"?

him:"Kim!bedroom,now"

shewalkedherflabbyselftohisbedroom,Itookmy

carkeysandleft.Isatinthesermonfortwohours

thenheadedtoTownforsomesnackIsatatWimpy

andordered...

ItextedLaa



-Imissyou

Iwaitedforhimtocall..Iwaitedfortheorderto

comethrough...theywerejusttakingtheirprecious

time.Insteadofseeingmyman'snumberonmy

screenIsawhistwin'snumberIsweartoyouIlost

allappetiteasIwatcheditringtwotimesbeforeI

pickedup

me:"hello"?

Laa:"hey"

me:"oh...thoughtnguSoso"

him:"he'swithmyphonesohecalledandtoldme

youtexted"

me:"oh-kay"

him:"canwemeet"?

me:"I'mintownbutIdon'thaveMuchtime"



him:"whereintown"?

me:"wimpy"

him:"okaygimmeten"

me:"cool"

myordercamethroughandIstartedeatingcozI

wasreallyhungry

Marcuscalled...

me:"mmlow"?

him:"withfoodinyourmouth"?

Igiggledandswallowedquickly

me:"comeon"

him:"you'reinagoodmood"



me:"ekwasbydiekerk"

him:"ohThankyouLordJesusyou'veseenus

throughonceagain"

:v:v

me:"whaat?dude!unlikeyouIdoattendchurchyou

know"?

him:"whosaidIdon't?Igotochurchtoo"

me:"whatever!"

him:"sowhatchueating"?

me:"Somechickenandsteakfromyourplace"

him:"ohWimpy!damn...I'vefalleninlovewithSpur

steakslately.Haveyoudecidedwhereyou'llapply

forvarsity"?

me:"notyet...I'llthinkofthatwhenIreceivemy

midyearresults"

me:"mmhIdon'twantyouthissidethough"

me:"Iknow...don'tworryIalsodon'twantthatside"



him:"verygood...rathergomakechaoswithyour

sisters"

Ilaughedandsawbhutbaewalkingin...

me:"Ihavetogo"

him:"sosoon"?

me:"Ikindahavecompanyrightnow"

Laakissedmylipsandsatdownoppositeme

him:"okay..eksaljoulatercheck"

me:"dankiebroer"

Ihungup

me:"sorryaboutthat,canIorderforyou"?

Laa:"ndfunalentouyityayo"



Iorderedforhimandhetookmyjuicewhilewaiting

forhisfood.
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Hisordercamethroughandweatejustmaking

smalltalk,beingwithhimmademefeelcontentinso

manywaysbuthonestly,NtandoresurrectedwhatI

thoughtwasjustafathomfantasybackthen...I

couldseemyselfwithhim,strangehuh?butI

couldn'tbarerealizingthatIwasrightwhenIsaid

he'sagangstaletalonethefactthathe'swayolder

thanme.

-

TimepassedandIwentformydancedress

fitting,thedayswereclosebyandIwasstressingout.

Youwouldthinksucheventsareallbubblyand

cheerybutIwasstressed:willIlookgood?willthis

willthatbutIeventuallycalmeddownanddecidedto



letitplayitselfoutcozIkindanolongerhadpower

now.Mydaycame,Iworeablackbodyhuggingmini

dresswithalightlacedetailatthebackfromthe

waisttotheneckandatthefrontthelacestarted

fromthecleavageareatotheneck,itwaslong

sleeved..lacesleeved.Woreredpatentheels,hada

redpatentclutchbagthenIfinishedthelookwith

silverstuds,bracelet,watchandmatteredlips.

Landilepickedmeupwearingaredsuitwithblack

detailsLolhelookedmoreextravagantthanIdidbut

IwasgladcozIdon'tlikeoverdressingatall.My

folkswerecontentandhappy,werelefttoBlue

Lagoonasitwasourvenueforthenight.

whiledrivinghewouldcasuallystealalookatme...

me:"thetha"

him:"umhlebabemanyho"

:)

me:"andfikikuwe...uzobaworsengeyakho"



him:"intwoweeks"

me:"yho...butawkandixelelinetheme"

him:"everythingiscoveredfunekanjeisiqusakho"

me:"mmh...nowlet'sgomakethisone

rememberablenight"

him:"yesma'am"

weparkedandgotinside,itwasfullandglitzy:DI'm

gladIsharedthatnightwithhim.

Wetookpictures,heardspeeches,ateagreat

banquetmealallinallwestayedforsixhours:/past

elevenwewenthome

him:"noafterparty"?

me:"IthinkI'mgettingfluebabe"

him:"okaykendizogodusawenandiyothathausoso

siye"

me:"enkosi"



hedrovemehome,parkedinsideandwejustsat

there

me:"thanksfortonight"

him:"I'ddoitagain"

me:"comehere"

wewentcloseandkissed...foragoodlongwhat-

whatinfactuntilwewerelightupbysomebright

light:vthefolksmusthaveheardthecarbalayta

isbanesaphandle!

me:''enjoythenight"

him:"sleeptight"

Ikissedhislipsandwentinside,momwasbythe

window,Ijustsmiledandwalkedupstairsndakhulula



ndalaladidn'tevenfeellikebathinghloboeli

bendisozelangalo.

-

Twoweeksdownthelinewashismatricdance,it

wasprobablythetimetomeethisfolks:/mynerves

wereshotup!

Threedaysbeforethebigdayhefetchedmefrom

homecozhisparentsinvitedmeforlunch:'(and

theywantedtoseeifthedresstheymadefit

perfectlyfine.Iworenavychino,rolleduptwice

abovetheankle,whitestilettos,polkadotsnavyand

whitevestwithnavyblazer:p

him:"awsemhlekodwayou'regoingjustaroundthe

corner"

me:"firstimpressionslastdecades"



him:"okay...sambekeMrsTitus"

wewalkedtohiscar,ndangenaandhedroveaway

me:"tellmeeverythingIneedtoknow"

helaughed

him:"justbeyourself...yoursmartalready''

me:"cool"

Iwasnervousnyhani.Theychosetohavelunchat

home,homecookedandall.Wafikakewazondivulela

thenhehuggedmewhispering"uzobagrand

sukoyika"Ijustnodmyhead,wewalkedhandinhand

insidethehouse:ojongaflatyakheisan

understatementtowhattheinsideofthemain

houselookedlike.Blackmarblefloors,builtin

cupboards,stylishloungesuite:/IfeltlikeIwas

walkinginthepresident'scompound!



therewasnoonearound..sohecalledoutstill

holdingmyhand:

him:"MakaSoso"?

hismomappearedfromtheotherside:odamnshe

lookedfresh!young!beautiful!ndazidela:vshewas

wearingawhitesleevelessbodyfittingjumpsuitwith

shoessameasmine,shehadaBrazilianweave

on,goldjewelry...

shesmiledandcametohugme,kissedmycheek

andheldmyhands

her:"wow,you'resooobeautiful''

me:"thankyouma"

her:"Lele,pleasecallyourdad...comethisside

sweety"



Landilewalkedaway,Iwasusheredintothatstylish

lounge,wesatononecouch.

her:"Lelehassaidsomuchaboutyou...ohandSoso"

Ismiled...knowingly

her:"ohmyGodwherearemymanners...mynameis

NolukholoFaithTitusbuteveryonecallsmefaith,my

husbandwillbeherenownow"

husbandwalksin...yuuuuuuuhgawd!!!!:pnowonder

benjenaooSoso!TheirdadwasBuffy!Ifitlawei

ladyanandhewasconfidentofhispresence

mtchanam...heworejeans,whitesneakersanda

navygolf-shirtGodthemmusclesthough:'(oh

Lord!!!!!!

her:"ohhereheis...love,thisisLele'sgirlfriend"

Istoodupandhehuggedme#melted:'(



Isatdown,healsodid

him:"knowingmywife...shehasn'tofferedyou

anythingtodrinkhasshe"?

me:"ohI'mfinethankyousir"

him:"ooh..soSibongile,right"?

her:"shepreferstobecalledTrina"

him:"ohwell...IlovetheAfricanonebetter,youdon't

minddoyou"?

me:"nosir"

him:"tellmealittleaboutyourself"

phew...yaqalinkathazotatakamosesowabonwa

nguSoso!

Ibreathedoutandstartedtellingaboutmyself,in

factmylife,..theyaskedquestionsandIanswered

honestly.Sosowalkedin:D



him:"nankubabywethu"

hecametokissmycheekwahlalaonthearmrest

nearme

him:"ugrandntwana"?

me:"sharpsaniwena"?

him:"nditops...taimacelalaweikalok"

hisdadignoredhim

Landilewalkedinwiththeirhelper(maid)

her:"sir,thelunchisready"

MrTitus:"okaykemasambeni"

theywalkedinfrontofus,wefollowed.Isatwith

SosothefolkssattogetherandLaasatalone.We

hadroastedlamonpapandGreeksaladthena



choicebetweenchocolatemousse,Malvapudding

andchocolatepuddingfordessert.

Soso:"momdadisignoringme"

her:"I'mnotinvolvingmyself"

Soso:"Laa"?

him:"he'syourdad"

:v

Soso:"ndilahlwananguwebro"?

MrTitus:"Sosoizikheikrwelekenjeimotoyam...Ina"

yhondlelaaxhumengayoetafileniandleft...

waphindawabuyaandstoodbythedoor

him:"babe"?

me:"soso"?

him:"ndizokbonangefarewellthanksforcoming

by..byebye"



me:"sharp"

him:"mommy"?

shelookedup,heblewakissandjuststaredathis

brother

Laa:"mxmkhawhambesani"

him:"wenzangathawbaweli"

Laa:"I'llbedrivingitintwodayssochills"

him:"whatevergundi"

Laa:"mazwi"

Sososangontopofhisvoiceasheexitedthe

house,wecontinuedourlunchuntillate,Iwenttofit

thedress:DgoodLordIfeltlikeaniceprincess:D

yhoandtomakeitworseMrsSmithmadeit

herself....okayfineyaphelaIlunchthenbabedrove

mehomewafikawamisaphambkwendluandturned

offtheignition



me:"youhavedopeparents"

him:"youthink"?

me:"Lelekamamakhe"

Ilaughed>_<:v

him:"babedon't"

me:"khazendphuzeLele"

hemadeaface...Ilaughedathim,wekissedthenI

thankedhimoncemorendahlikandagoduka.
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YafikaiminikaLaanematricdanceyabo,Iprepared

ekhayauvasainfactthentheir"boy"wassentto

fetchmecozbendizonxibelaphaya-_-ohdidI

mentionthatIwaswasadvisedtowearwhite



underwearnguFaithsinceilokhweimhlophe:/I

packedmytoiletriesjustincasethenIleftwiththe

guy,safikausosoesityaepholeehead,Igreetedand

wasescortedtothe"dressing"roomwhereAsavela

wasalreadydressed,infactalmostfinishedthen

kwathwamandisolendilinda...shewasbeautifulina

whitelongdressthathadaslitfromthekneedown

anditwasbacklessshehadaweaveonasusualbut

yenziwekak'hlewithcurlsngathuyatshata.When

shewasdonesheleftgivingthestand,Istood

exactlywhereshestood,ndanikwaeyamIwhite

dress.Differenceis:minewasshort:Dknee

length...ithuggedmybodyenhancingallthecurves

atalltherightplaces.Minewasnotentirelybackless

butithadanopeningatthebackfrombelowthebra

areabutitwasverylowcut...cleavagemntakadad

:vdamnthisdressfeltlikesecondskintome.Iwas

givenmyblueshoes8|thewayIwasfeelingyou

wouldswearyifarewellyam.

Faith:"sodoyouwannawearsilverorbluejewels"?

me:"whatisVelawearing"?



her:"silver"

me:"thenI'llwearblue"

Okaylemmebreakthisthingfory'all...sinceweare

datingtwins,ourcolorisone.Blueandwhite.So

ixhomekekekuthihowwewilloutstandeachotherin

thatprocessandknowinguAsavelasheprobably

chosethesilverfullyknowinguzobamhleworseqha

ingxakiyakhekungayaziubaeyamilokhweninjani

sincenamndandingayazieyakheinjaniuntiltoday.I

woreaonepiecesilverandblueneckpiecethathas

abraceletandteardropearrings

Faith:"pretty...nowlet'sfixyourhair"

Isatdownandtookherhairtoolsandfixedmy

hair...theendresultwasbeyondwhatwordscan

describe.Ifyou'veseenRihanna'sbrownandblond

BobbuboycutpixiehairstylebendinjaloIdon'tknow

whattypapinssheusedsincemyhairistoolongfor



thatbutshesucceedednonetheless.

me:"oh!my!God!..thankyousomuch"

her:"makesureyouandmysonenjoythenight"

me:"Iplanto...wow"

Ididmyturnsinfrontofthemirroruntilsomeone

knocked

her:"whoareyou"?

Soso:"what'stakingsolongMakaLandilesizoba

late"

her:"siyeza,senityile"?

him:"kudala"

her:"okaysiyeza"

heleft...sashiyekasijongenesincumelenephof.



me:"thankyousomuch"

her:"hey,don'tcrynow...yourruinyourmakeup"

Ismiledandwehugged...saphuma...whenIsawthe

twins:D:otheywerewearingidenticalwhitetuxedos

withwhiteshirtsandbluebowtiesalongwiththose

smallhandkerchiefthingiesinthefrontpocketnazo

ziblue.MyjawdroppedIswear...

Laa:"damn"!

Sosoturnedalongwithhisgirl...

Soso:"that'swhatI'mtalkin'bout!whooo"!!

Landilewezakumandhuggedme,khangeandbone

kanenenangokubendifikahewhispered'youlook

eatable'Iblushed.



faith:"infrontofme?heee"

welaughedandmadewaytothecar...brandnew

yekatatawabophof...haikemntakadadsaybetha

yancinciindlela!
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Ibelievewestayedexactlythesamehourswespent

kweyamfarewell,sagodukainfactwewentto

changekwaqalwangam,Iworecasualhippyclothing

notbumshortsoranythingskinrevealingatalltheni

packedthedress,shoesandjewelsintoashopper

ndahambanazondizigodusa:/ayizozamkaloknje

thenbonabobathathubebezotshintshelaatthe

samehouse.Afterchangingweheadedtotheafter-

partywhichwasatBarkulchaanditwasjumpacked

already!Jongathatnight,Igotdrunkonthereal...

weallgotdrunktobehonest.Drunktothepoint

wherenoonecoulddriveushome..…Sosocalledthe

guywhowenttofetchmefromhometheprevious



nightandthankGodforhimcozhecamealongwith

afriendwhodroveanothercarasthisonedroveus

home.FikakuloSosoIwenttolaa'sflatand

undressedleavingmyvestsinceIwaswearingjeans

soIcouldn'tsleepwithjeanson.Heundressedand

wasleftwithboxersonlysalala.

-

Wokeupthefollowingmorningandhewasnotin

bed:/Ilookedaround,ittookawholeminuteforthis

tosinkin..Ididn'tsleephome:oyhothepanicemva

koko...Imadewaytothebathroomanddidmy

business,washedmyfaceanddrieditthenIwentto

getdressedndakhuphalalokhwekaFaith,shoesad

jewelsndazibekaonthebedafterIhavefixeditthen

ndaqokelelasomeotherclotheswhichwerelying

around.

hewalkedinasIfixedmyhair...



him:"morningbeautiful"

me:"hey"

him:"hau,kudalauvukile"?

me:"erh...kinda,where'veyoubeen"?

him:"wenttomakebreakfast"

me:"ohmm"

whenIwasdoneItookmybag...hesawthethings

onthebedandlookedatme,armsfoldedacrosshis

chest

him:"andthis"?

me:"oh,Iwantedtogiveemtoyourmomqha

ndinentoethiakekhosoplzsaythankyoutoherfor

me"

him:"babezezakhoakazozithathaagain"

me:"sheneversaidthat...anyway,celaundigoduseI



thinkI'mdone"

him:"awzotya"?

me:"nothanks"

him:"ohcomeonplz...sendtheKOSososiyeza"

me:"yayazikeingxakiyamnoVela"

him:"benirightnjelastnight"

me:"becausewehadto...nowwedon'thaveto

pretendlikewelikeeachother"

hesighed...andmumbledan"OK"

Iwaitedforhimtoweartrousersandsandalsthen

sahambaenganxibangakwavestleyo.Wegotinthe

car...justashewasopeningtheelectronicgate

waphumauSoso

him:"andizok'phendulelakemnake"

me:"eshe"



Sosocametowardsthecar...leanedonthewindow

him:"sewgodukaungatyanganotya"?

me:"yeahmanbekudalangoko"

him:"comeondude,yourfolksknowyou'reprobably

here"

me:''Iknow...IhaveacoupleofthingsIhavetodo

though"

hewatchedmyface...thinkingthrougheverysingle

word...

him:"thoughtlentoyenuissorted"

me:"huh"?

him:"wenanoAsavela"

me:"ohthat"

him:"she'stheonlyreasonyou'renotjoiningusfor



breakfastaneh"?

Iswallowed:vhowdoyoutellumntuthetruthwhen

youknowhe'llbehurt?

me:"noSosoasIsaidIhavethingstodo...firstbeing

tocurethisthrobbinghead"

him:"'kay...byebye"

me:"sharp"

baereversedandvamoosedoutofthathouse...the

ridehomewasasilentone.Mnabendfunano

founelwanguNtandoandjusttalk:/ndirongonah?

like,Ikeptcheckingmyphoneokoakhonemissed

callLenanothing,nix.Hedroppedmeoffekhayaand

Icouldseeakhozimotowhichmeantnoonewas

home...evenLukewasn'thome.

him:"thankyouforlasnight"



me:"itwasyournight...gladIcouldshareitwithyou"

him:"butIstillthinkyoushould'vetakenezanto"

me:"Ican'teata'thankyou'phindendityeno'very

much'kodwababe"

hesmiled...wekissedpassionatelyforaminute

thenIlefthimndangenaekhayandipholengemind.

Hewatchedmethenhootedandleft...Iwassuper

hungryyevah?Imadecerealfastfastphofonthe

sideIfriedeggsandonerussianndenzanetoast

ndathathakutyakwamalongwithmyphone

ndayotyelanasepool

IcalledMarc

him!:"heybaby"

me:"heyman,wassup"?

him:"myself"

me:"byyourselfyoumean...you'rehigh"?



heburstoutwandihleka:/ntonehlekisayo?

him:"no...I'montopoftheTablemountain"

me:"oohwow,whatchudoingthere"?

him:"cametochillwithmyniqqaz...heardthere's

somedoperestaurantaroundsowecametocheck

itout"

me:"'mmmhandyoudon'twantmetocomethat

sidehuh"?

him:"uh-uh!youmaynotcometoCapeTown...these

niqqazwilldevouryou"

me:"aytIhearyou...lemmeleaveyoutoyour

highness"

him:"thanksforthecallhey"'

me:"you'rewelcome"

Ihungup:/sothat'swhyIdidn'thearanythingfrom

Ntando?they'retogether?:(Iatefinishanddipped

myfeetinsidethepoolandlayonmyback.Icould

hearadognearerIopenedmyeyesandsawSpeedy



withhistonguedangling:)Iplayedwithheruntilwe

weredisturbedbymyphone

OhGoduvengantonbakdalandfunaaroundLona?

nowthathecalledIdidn'tknowwhattosaytohim

atall:/iintloni

Ipickedup...stillnotsurewhattosay:(

me:"hi"?

him:"hey...youokay"?

me:"yeahI'mcool,you"?

him:"I'mgood"

silence

followedbysilence

:/owkaynowitwasawkwardsilence!

him:"Ihonestlydon'tknowwhyIcalled"



me:"nyhan"?

him:"feltlikeI'vebeenignoringyou...andazhowto

explainit"

me:"youdoknowawnyanzelekangaunfouneleneh"?

him:"yesbutintliziyoifunalentoiyifunayo"

me:"carefulthough...aheartcanbedeceitful"

him:"atleastIwillknowthatItriedandeventually

failed"

Ismiledtomyself...andazwhynam.

me:"okayke,guessIshouldsaythanksforthecall"

him:"ungxamelephi"?

me:"asincokolinjesondizohlalandithinikulephone"?

him:"kalokezanamincokoawuyifuni...izanayo

kewena"

me:"oh...okay.Tellmeaboutyourself"



hechuckled

him:"you'reserious"?

me:"yep"'

him:"'okay...uhm,I'dliketobelieveI'mfriendly,loving

kind,patientandunderstandingattimes.Ibelievein

hustling..verymuch.Iownthreebusinessesanda

couplemorewhicharenotlegitbutI'mfromekasi

soyoucan'tblameme.I'mthefirstbornofthree

boys...raisedbyasingleparent"

me:"whathappenedtoyourdad"?

him:"hevanished"

me:"oh...whatexactlydoyoumeanwhenyousay

youhavemanyotherillegalbusinesses"?

helaughed...



him:"nahthat'senoughforoneday"

me:"heeegettingshadynow"?

him:"nooome?shady?never"

me:"okaysohowoldareyoursiblings"?

him:"twins...they're20thisyear"

:/twoyearsolderthanme

me:"benzani"?

him:"oneisinvarsity,oneisbusybuildinghimselfan

empire"

me:"thelegalrouteIshouldhope"

him:"definitely"

me:"youguysseemdriven"

him:"itshowwegrewup...makesyouwantmoreof

thegoodthingsinlife,howeverthycome"



ohkay...:/whateverthatmeant!

wespokesomemorehayndancamandathi

makabekeIphonengoku,anhourandmoreoko

uncokolanomntuwho'snotevenyourman?

angakhalanoLaaxaenobonalecallduration.

-

-

IappliedatRhodes,UJ,Boston,NMMU,DUT,TUT

andUFHnomistakekaCapeTownatall.Mymatric

lifecontinued...LaaandIhadlesstimetospend

togetherduetothepreparationsforthetrialsalong

withthefinals.IwassooodeterminedthistimeI

wantednodisruptionfromanyone.Ntandokinda

understoodthepressurecozhewouldcallebusuku

andIwouldbebusystudyingandhewould

encouragemetellingmethatitwillbeworthitinthe

end.WhenIstartedwithmytrialhetextedand

wishedmeluck,Laatookmeoutforbrunch:Daday

beforethetrialscozsigqibelenekudala.Iwas



certainlyenjoyingleattentionfrombothsidesnot

thatIwasn'tsureorwhatbutwithBeastIwasafraid

ofhimkancincisoitwasbetteruncokolanayefrom

theothersideofthecountrybutontheotherhand

Landilemademefeelcomplete...hewasn'teven

aftermyvirginityorifhewas,henevermentionedit

norshowedanysignke:/butnonethelessIwas

happy!isn'tthatallthatmatters?mebeinghappy?
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Iwrotemytrialsandwenttospringschoolafter

that,studiedhardandwrotemyfinalexams...those

weren'tveryhardbutIwasstressingyouknow?

havinganintelligentsisterlikeEvewholeftyour

schoolthepreviousyearwithprettyexclaimable

marksIwasunderpressureforsureandontopof

that,myboyfriendwasalsoinmatric,Iwouldn't

wannabebelowhiminmarksandall:(Iwasraised

incompetitiveenvironment,itwasinmybloodto

competeandWINsoleIsituationwasstressingme

foreal:(



OkaysoIwrotefinishandplannedaTriptoJo'burg

cozEvewasn'tcominghomeagain:owhodoesthat?

TheentireyearumntuakagodukinangoDecember

akabuyi?hayIalsowantedtoexperiencelejozilife

:D

Sothisfaithfulday,fullyknowingthatLandileis

throughwithexamsIpreparedandwenttohis

houseunannounced...justaLilsurprise.WhenIgot

there,hisfriendsweretherekugcwelenamngathiits

somehousepartyorpreparationsforitke.He

spottedmefirstasIwalkedthroughthegate,he

cameforthnxibesomeshortsandflopsnothingelse

him:"hey"

Ismiledaswehugged

him:"thisisasurprise"

me:"wellIcouldalwayscomesomeothertime"



him:"Imeantagoodsurprisebabe,iza"

me:"uhm...don'tgointroducemetoyourfriendske

plz"

him:"haibowhy"?

me:"ha.ababe"

hesmiled...wewalkedtotheflatIgreetedtheguys

sincetheywereoutside.WegotinsideIsatonthe

bed

him:"drink"?

me:"I'mcoolthanks"

hecametositnexttome

him:"so...youmissedmehuh"?

Lolthesmirkonhisfacethough..Ihithimplayfully

onhisshoulder



him:"ouchbabe"

me:"soyoudidn'tthinkyourbabeshouldknowabout

yourLilparty"?

hechuckled

him:"youmeanSoso'slilpartyright"?

me:"ohJesus!uphiyena"?

him:"he'swithVelainside"

me:"ooh..she'shere"?

him:"uhm...yeah.look,she'sbeenheresincethelast

dayofexams"

me:"oh"

heturnedmyfaceandkissedmeeversotenderlyI

meltedandmoulded

him:"uzeKuSosobabedon'tcompetewithher"



me:"whosaidanythingboutcompeting"?

him:"Ijustdon'twantyouucingebayenaulapha

wenaubungayazwhat'sgoingon"

me:"youcan'tcomparemenoVelathough"

him:"IknowIj-"

Sosobargedinkwelacala

him:"kuthwaufikelwebafo"

Laa:"yasphazamisa"

Sosocametothebedroomandopenedthedoor

wezakum,huggedandkissedmycheek

him:"awnqabebaby"

me:"siyafanawandilahlakalokwena"

him:"ha.ablameyourfirstlove...hesaidnotto

disturbyouuyafunda"



me:"oh,sonangoksendigqibileubhala"?

him:"uhm..."

:vhelookedthisbrother.Myphonerang:/Ntando

me:"uhm...Ihavetotakethis"

Soso:"khazaphabra"watshoephuma

Laa:"sundshiyakalok"

-

me:"hi"?

him:"yousoundnervous"

me:"uhm...no.what'sup"?

him:"nothingmuch...wasjustcheckinguponyou

sinceyouneversaidugqibileubhala"

me:"ohthat...I'msorrymanI'vejustbeen



preoccupied"

him:"ohokay...areyouguysnotcomingtocape

Town"?

me:"noIdoubt"

Landilewalkedbackinsideo.O

him:"oh...okay"

me:"yeahuhm,Imighthavetocallyoubacklateron"

Laastoodbetweenmylegsandkissedmylips

wahlalaemilenjalo:vIgiggledLolyoxoluNtando

him:"ohkaylaterthen"

Imumbled...

me:"fanksforfeckingu'omme"



Lolthisniqqawasmakingtalkingdifficultforme:v

him:"itsmypleasure"

wehungup...Laakissedmeforealthistime...Ionly

stoppedhimwhenIheardSoso'snoisecoming

towardsthehouse

me:"didyouhavetodothat"?

him:"wellwhoeveritiswillunderstandkeholiday

ANDumdala"

me:"eshe..."

-

Soso:"khaniphumenikuyatyiwaphandle"

me:"as'lambanga"

him:"speakforyourself,mntakamaulambile"

me:"akazotyandingatyi"



Ilookedathim...helaughed:v

Soso:"utheninawenauyaslimmer"?

me:"I'mgoingtovarsitywhatdoyouexpect"?

him:"whoahwashiywamntakwethu"

Laa:"andikhokwiracingtracksonny"

Ikissedhischeek

me:"mxelelebabe"

Sosojuststaredatus...andwalkedoutdefeated.

Laa:"masambe"

me:"haywethumand'goduke"

him:"awsenadramanje"

me:"fuzewelelakho"



him:"I'mbeingseriousthough"'

me:"babe..."

him:"awnaexcuse...ugqibileubhala,you'realonefora

coupleofhourssouzothiungxamelephi"?

Ipoutedandlookedaway...hepulledmeup

sahambasayaphandle,introducedmetotheirmates

andIblendedndancokolakenam.

lahambaixesha...someBuffy,darkniqqa

approachedmendimealonebythepoolside

admiringthebeautifulgarden.EzwayzidlalaIrugby

reallyhavesexybodiesthough:/justsaying..

Bonga:"hey.."

Ilookedupandwaswelcomedbyawarmsmile



me:"hi"

him:"Trinaright"?

me:"yeah...uhmyoumusteitherbeBaneleorBonga"

hesmiledrevealingbeautifulwhiteteeth...therewas

justsomethingrefreshingabouthim

him:"I'mBonga..Baneleisabitshorter"

me:"ohsorry,I'llkeepnotenextime"

him:"so,youandLara..."?

me:"we'redating,yes"

him:"howlonghasitbeen"?

me:"quiteawhilenow"

Iwasn'treallycomfortablewithhimaskingmesuch

questionsqhaIjustdidn'twannacomeoutasrude

yabo



hesippedhiscider...

him:"hedoeshaveagoodchoiceImustsay"

me:"referring"?

him:"you..andtheonesbeforeyou"

me:"oh"

well...seewhatImeant?Idontwannaknowhis

dodgypastngokusoIwaskindaprayingthatthis

guyingathethisomethingthatIwasn'tsupposedto

know...

him:"sohowdidyouguysmeet"?

ThankGodforSoso...wandikhwaza

me:"excuseme"

him:''ayt"



IwalkedtoSoso...helookedatBongasuspiciously

thenbackatme

him:"ebesithini"?

Ieyedhimquizzically

him:"nevermind...ndodakhoiyakbizadon'taskme

whyezokufunakum"

me:"nguweothemasizotyakalok"

him:"khandithilahlekamna"

me:"youdoknowthatthepoolisjustbehindthe

houseneh"?

hechuckledandhitmyhand...Ilaughedandfelt

somekindofreliefwhenIsawLandiledressed:)I

knewndizogoduswa.
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Iwenttohimandhecoachedhishandaroundmy

waistashenibbledonmyearlobe.

me:"siyaphi"?

him:"takingyouout"

me:"noways...I'menjoyingthebraaihere"

him:"notwithniqqazlikeBongasnoopingaround

you"

Ialmostansweredndazibamba...washespyingon

me?

me:"snooping"?

him:''hm"

me:"howdidyouknow"?

him:"Ijustdo...mjongenangoku"



Iturnedbackandmethiseyes,heraisedhisglassin

salutations:/Ifakedasmiledandwhispered'he's

freaky'Lolyahlekaleandpulledmetowardsthecar

openedthedoorformendangenaasheclosedand

wenttotheothersidewangena

me:"Iforgotmyphoneendlini"

him:"ohndiyfakekwibagyakho"

me:"sure"

hestartedthecarsaphuma...

him:"someguycalled"

me:"name"?

him:"didn'tsay...andhe'snumberisunknownso..."

me:"oh,befunani"?

him:"umntuwephone"

me:"nomessageatleast"?



heshookhishead

me:"bethecanwaitke"

yaqhubale.

IknewitmustbeNtando...Idon'tthinkIsavedhis

numberatall.ButkemntakadadIwasn'tgonna

stressmyselfngentoendingekhosurenayiyo.

me:"udewathisyaphi"?

him:"ohSiyaeairport...pickingupmymom"

me:"oh"

Whenwearrivedtherehecalledheryaphumela

meaningshewasstillontheplane

him:"come"

Ifollowedhimup,wewenttoWimpyheorderedfor



bothofusandwesatdown.Hepulledhischair

aroundandkissedme,slowlyyetpassionately

attractingattention,butkeitwastoogoodtostop:/

:v:pIcontinuedkissinghimevenpullinghimcloser

thenhestoppedandlookedatmesmiling

me:"whaaat"?

him:"there'ssomethingIshouldtellyou"

me:"makestwoofus"

him:"ladiesfirst"

me:"afterthegentleman"

:)

him:"hee!uhm,Siyaekapaprettysoon"

me:"mh"

him:"SkolosisifumeneeUCTandmyuncleisgoing

overseasheaskedustogoandbabysithisdogs"

me:'yhoezohouseparty"



hesmiled

him:"asaziBantukakhuluphaya"

me:"mh"

him:"nowyourturn"

me:"ooh...I'mgoingtoJo'burg"

him:"oh..nini"?

me:"prettysoon...Skolondisfumenealmostkuzo

zonkeinstitutionbendiapply'ekuzobutIchose

Boston"

him:"ohwow..thoughIthoughtyou'dfollowyour

sister"

me:"UJ?neeeh...letherbeherowndramaqueen

there"

ourordercamethroughsatya

him:"thatmeansweshouldspendasmuchtime



together"

me:"mh"

Iwasalreadyeating:/halfwaythroughthemeal

Sosocalledme

me:"babe"

him:"wherey'allat"?

me:"airport"

him:"oohthoughtyouwenthome"

me:"ndizogodukanjekyafana"

him:"awzolala"?

me:"nope"

him:"mntanomlungunyhan"

me:"yand'qhela"

him:"mxmbyebye"



Ididn'trespondIjusthungup

bae:"andthat"?

him:"yourtwin"

him:"akanambekokanene,howdoyoucallsomeone

else'sgirlfriendikhonaeyakho"?

me:"sisqhelo"

hismomtextedsayekanalomealsehlaandfound

hersittingpatientlywaitingforus,herface

brightenedupwhenshesawus.Shehuggedherson,

kissedhislips:)thenshehuggedmeandkissedmy

cheekwehelpedherwiththeluggageandwalksto

thecar.Shegotinthefrontseat,Itooktheback

passengerseatthenLaadroveoff.

her:"unjansisi"?

me:"phililemamaenkosiwena"?

her:"ndirightlovebutpleasecallmeFaith"



me:"mybad"

shesmiledwarmlythenturnedtoherson

her:"how'sthebraai"?

him:"kugcweleyàmazSosowazialmosteveryone"

her:"Ineedsomerestthough"

him:"youcankalokthey'renotplayinganyloud

music"

her:"kutheniwathi'they'kantiwena"?

him:"yeahwhatever....when'sdadreturning"?

her:"he'sstillbusywithacoupleofthingssoI'mnot

quitesure"

him:"ahasunclecalledyet"?

her:"fromwhatIrecallhe'salreadyleft,yourdadhas

thehousekeyswithhimaswespeak"

him:"don'ttellmehewannainstallmoresecurity

systemklandlu"



her:"Iwouldn'tknowkebabe"

thentheridewasquite...wearrivedendliniyabo

sohlika,Sosocameforthandtooktheluggage,I

walkedtotheflatandsearchedformyphone

ndabonamissedcallsfromKeri,Ntandoobviously

andMarcusLolkubobonkethemostimportantwas

MarcsoIsatonthebedmademyselfcomfortable

asiremovedmyshoesandreturnedhiscall

him:"fourtimes"?

me:"Iwasbusy"

him:"toobusyforyourbigbrotherhuh"?

me:"neeman,ekwasrerigbesig...watsvout"?

him:"nix,justwantedtoknowifyou'reokay"

me:"I'mmorethanokaydon'tworry"

him:"Evesaysshe'sexpectingyouverysoon"

me:"yeahmanImean,I'mreallygettingboredhere"



him:"whyisn'tshecomingback"?

me:"shedoesn'twantto"

him:"hm...whereareyou"?

me:"home"

him:"tryagain"

Isighed...didn'twantanotherlecturejustyet

me_:"I'mwithfriends"

him:"youmeanboyfriend"

me:"whatdifferencedoesitmake"?

him:"justplaysafe"

me:"kay"

him:"loveyou"

me:"loveyoutoo"

LandilewalkedxandsitshowandijongaMarconthe



otherhandhungup...

IpretendedasifakekhoyazuLandile...youdon't

knowtheeffectmyfamilyhasonme.IcalledKeri

her:"heysweetyhowareyou"?

youknowwhentheyemphasizeontheword"are"

mxm

me:"I'mcoolsisyou"?

her:"I'mgreatactually"

me:"oh,I'mjustreturningyourcall"

her:"ohitsnothing,Ijustmissedyou"

me:"oohokay"

her:"byebye"

me:"cool"



:owhocalledkanti?butIcouldhearJoeontheother

endoftheline.

Laa:"uhm...kuthwamandbuzewillubejoiningusfor

dinner"?

me:"uhm,nobabe"

him:"hm"

waguqukawahamba...haynoskeaqumbekekle

game,Ispenttheentiredayherkuzothwanekhaya

xandizofikandihluthi?hayke.Iwaskindafeeling

somefatiguesoIlayonmystomachandclosedmy

eyes...iwasalmostfallingasleepwhenithoughtI

couldhearsomeonewalkingin,justthatIdidn't

wannaopenmyeyesjustyet!Idriftedoffevha...

ndothuswanguSosoendvusa

me:"mmh"?

him:"usharp"?



Ijustlookedathim,angry!

him:"sorryman,IfoundBongastaringatyoungoku

uleleyo"

me:"what"!??!

yhokwaphelanobobuthongondaphakamaandwore

myshoes,baewalkedinenomsindoIdidn'taskno

questionsmntakadad

him:"khaphumeSoso"

Soso:"mfethukha-"

him:"Soso"

waphuma...Ifinishedandtookmybag

him:"awlibelanganto"?



Ilookedformyphone,founditandwalkedinfrontof

himtothecar.

vela:"heyTee,you'renotsleepingover"?

wishIhadsomesenseorchoiceofwordstoanswer

herbutIdidn't...Ijustgotintothecarandrubbedmy

eyes.Khandjonenobusobunjani:/baegotinthecar

anddroveawayinhighspeed....

me:"thiscar'stoofast"

him:"sorry"

hesloweddownandeyedme

whenwereachedmyfrontyardheturnedofthe

ignitionandburiedhisforeheadinhishandsand



leaneditonthesteeringwheelndathulacozIdidn't

knowwhattosayandenzangantomnaasfarasI'm

concernedsowhybeangrykum?

Aftersometimeheliftedhisheadandbreathedout

leaningagainsttheheadrestlookingup

him:"I'msorry"

me:"awenzangantonje"

him:"shouldn'thaveleftyoualonethere"

me:"bendsozelababe...whatreallyhappened"?

him:"singenenososolachapimeezantsikwibed

watchingyousleep"

me:"that'screepy"

him:"whatmakesmemoreangryisthatItoldthem

nooneentersmyflat,thenyenawenzan"?

Ikeptquiet...



him:"thanksforcomingover"

me:"thanksforhavingme...myekemanlowana"

him:"ha.ababeyand'qhelalechap"

me:"babeplz"

sathula....Iturnedandkissedhislips,theywerehot!

DamnitthisniqqacanbeangryEvah?umntu

abenomsindoabeshushukanjena?

me:"babeyou'reheatingup"

him:"mh"?

me:"you'reveryhot"

him:"you'recomplaining"?

me:"mxmsudikabraImeanyou'reheating

up,pressure"

him:"mh"?

hepulledmeandwekissed,Ifelthisforeheadaswe



kissed,itwasboilinghot!Hisveinswerestandingout

,Istoppedhimandlookedintohiseyes...red.

me:"hey,don'tstresstoomuchman"

him:"thulabae"

hekissedmeoncemore,itwasdriven,came

somewheredeeperthistimelikehewantedmeallto

himself.

him:"Iloveyou"

me:"nam...howwillwespendmoretimetogether"?

him:"I'mgamewheneveryouare"

me:"thenwe'llworksomethingout"

wekissedoncemore...

me:"Ihavetogonow"



wekissedagainndohlika,hehootedandleft.Icalled

SosoasIwalkedinekhaya

Soso:"missmealready"?

me:"noman,I'mconcernedaboutyour.brother"

him:"uthen"?

me:"tooangry"

him:"wellIcan'ttalktohimenjeyanamzozama

ngomso"

me:"ohcomeonhe'syourhalf"

him:"he'smoredangerouswhenhe'supsetsoplz

babe,ngomso"

me:"okayke"

him:"lalekak'hlevah"

me:"thanks"

Iwalkedintotheshowerandjuststoodthere.
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*Jo'burg*

Evewashomesickbutshecouldnotreturnhome

becauseofsomereasonsheneverdisclosedto

anyone.

Beingafirstyearstudentinanotherprovincenot

knowinganyonebesidesyourbrotherwas

somethingelse...andbeingEve,shefoundherself

mergingwithunfriendlyfriendswhoonlysawmoney

writtenalloverherandtheywereconstantlyout

clubbing,sexingand"ing"whateverelsepossible.

Therewasoneortwomatesbesidesher

roommatesthatshemadeatleastoneofthemhad

agoodheadonhisshoulders.Soasluckmayhave

it,thisdayshehadamassivehangoverandher

friendohwait,malefriendKabelowentoversince

theyhadastudysession



KB:"Lyn?youhere"?

Shewassoundasleepalongwithherroommates...

hepracticallyhadtobangthedoorforoneofthem

towakeup.Lindawokeupandopenedthedoorfor

him

KB:"HeyLee..isLynhome"?

her:"mxm"

shewalkedbackinsideleavingthedooropenfor

himtowalkin...hewalkedinafewstepsandlooked

atthemthenwalkedtoEvewakingherup

him:"Lyn"?

her:"mh"?

him:"wakeup"

shedidn'tmoveaninch



him:"Evelyn"?

her:"whaaaat!????!shesatuprubbinghereyes

vigorously

helookedathersadly

her:"oh..hiKabe"

him:"youweredrunk"?

her:"dudenotnow...whyareyouheresoearly"?

him:"youforgot?study"?

hereyesalmostpoppedoutasitdawnedonher

her:"ohmygosh...lemmetakeaquickshower"

him:"I'llwaitforyouatthepark"

her:"I'llbequick"



hewalkedoutandwenttositatthebarkbenches

whileshetookaquickshower...reasonwhyshe

desperatelyneededtheselessons?Shefailedtwoof

hertermsandshecouldn'treallyaffordtofailagain

soshekindahadtosuckitupwithKabelo.

OneofherfriendsBelindasawKabeloatthepark

andshewavedandwenttohim...

Bellz:"HeyKB,ukae"?

him:"I'mcoolyou"?

her:"okay...soIhereyourgirlispregnant"

him:"mygirl"?

shelaughedsoloud...

him:"mygirl"?

her:"Evelyn?aren'tyouhittingit"?

insteadofansweringherhetookhisbagandleftfor



campuslibrary...bythetimeEvereachedtheparkit

wasemptysoshewalkedherastothelibraryand

foundhiminacornerburiedinhisLawtextbooks

withLaptopinfrontofhim,shesatdown...aspaleas

shewas.

her:"thoughtyousaidyouwaitatthepark"?

him:"thoughtyousaidweain'tgotsecretes"

her:"whatareyouonabout"?

him:"whatamIonbout"?

her:"dude?whatgotyousoworkedup?I'msorryI

gotdrunklastnightokay"?

hereturnedhisfocusbacktohisbooksignoringher

untilitwastimeforthelecturestostartthenhe

packedupandleftherthere...confused.

Thelecturesweren'tsoproductive,toapointEve

didn'tfinishthem,shereturnedtoherroomattheres

andlayonherbedfeelingtired.Herphonerangas

shewasdozingoff...NewBoyfriend,Lwando



her:"ey"

him:"babe...Imissyou"

her:"butIwaswithyoulastnight"

him:"youmeanyesterday"?

her:"samedifference"

him:"okay...nextweekI'mgoinghome.you"?

shehesitatedabitbuttoldhimthatwewasn'tgoing

anywhere.

him:"why"?

her:"mysisteriscomingoverso..."

him:"guessI'llhavetocomeseeyoubeforeIgo

then"

her:''I'dlovethathun"

him:"kaybyenow"



her:"alright"

Shetookashowerandrested,waitingforher

roommatestoreturn.Lindareturnedinabubbly

mood...

her:"ntwanazamwearegoingout...AGAIN"!!!

theyscreamedatanotheropportunitytogetdrunk

withoutbuying...varsitylifeisallaboutindependence

right?

Eve:"woahwaitwherearewegoing"?

her:"takeaguess,anyone"?

Kari:"hopefullynoteK-h-asiagain"

her:"ohcomeonwouldIbeexcitedoverSoweto"?

Eve:"itsyourhood,remember"?



shesighedandwalkedovertosearchforclothes...

her:"wearegoingtoTaboo"

thegirlscouldn'tcontroltheexcitement...everyone

rushedtochoosewhattowear.Thisisthelifethey

knew...KarrisawasanIndian,EveawhiteandLinda

ablackyetyoucouldn'tseparatethem.Theywereso

alike.
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*CapeTown*

MarcuswaswithLizzyright?MhLizzywassleeping

withhisfriendOdwabasicallycalledOceanthough

mybrowasn'tawaresomeoftheguysknewjust

thattheycouldn'ttelloneachothersoinsteadthey

triedtalkingOceanoutofthisshit



Ranger:"HehObra,yamazMarcusxaenomsindo"?

Ocean:"Ican'tbeblamedforhimnotsatisfyinghis

chick"

Gudda:"niqqathisissomedeepshit!youcan'tbe

serious"

Ocean:"I'mdeadseriousman,ifLizzywantsome'o

thisthenshegettin'itIdon'tcareboutMarche'snot

mykid"

Ranger:"whenthisshitgethot,don'tsayIdidn'twarn

you"

heleftemlikethatsincehewasalwayswithBeast...

theguysdidn'tknowMarcsuspectedsomethingbut

hedidandLizzywasn'tevenaware:/shewastoo

caughtupintwo-timinghimshedidn'tnoticethathe

wastrackinghereverymove.

OneSaturdaymorningshewokeuplaterthanhim

andwanderedaroundtheroomthenwenttoThe

kitchenandfoundhimcooking...



her:"morningbae"

shekissedhischeek...hekissedherlips,forquite

sometimethenshepulledouthepulledherclosed

andkissedherforcefully...madeheruncomfortable

ashepinnedheragainstthecupboard

her:"babeplz"

hedidn'tlistenhejustcontinuedtorturingheruntil

shefeltrealpainfromhisgripandroughkisses

her:"Marcyou'rehurtingme"

him:"amI"?

her:"plz...just...letmedown"

him:"I'mnotdone"

her:"babeplz,I'mbeggingyou"



Aftersometimeheputheronthecounterandstood

infrontofher,takingaglassoffreshlysqueezed

orangejuiceandsippingwhilehiseyesboredeep

intohersoul

Sherubbedherbruises...

him:"I'msorry"

her:"itsokay...uhm,Ineedtogototown"

him:"forwhat"?

her:"someshopping"

him:"I'mcomingwith"

shemuttered

her:"no!Imean...you'llbebored"

him:"mh"

hedishedoutbreakfastandservedher...shewasn't



surewhatwashappeningbutsheknewsomething

wasup.

her:"youokay"?

him:"whywouldn'tIbe"?

her:"Idon'tknow,you'rejust...different"

him:"that'swhytheysayknowledgeispower''

immediatelyhesaidthatshechokedonherfood,he

watchedherintenselyashecontinuedtoeat...that

madeherveryuncomfortabletothecore.

her:"Iuhm,bettergobath"

him:"you'restilleating"

her:"ohI'mfullnow"

hewatchedher...assheattemptedtogetup



him:"youaregoingtositdownandeatyourplate

finish"

her:"but"?

him:"Idon'twannarepeatmyself"

shesatdownandateeversoslowlycozshe

couldn'treadwhatexactlywasgoingon,butbeing

guiltyofcheatingshekindahadaclueratheran

instinct.Afterhavingbreakfastshewashedthe

dishes,bathedandpreparestogototown...hewas

atthepatiodrinkingHennesseyasshewalkedpast

himtothecar

him:"you'reforgettingsomething"

shestoppedonhertrackswithoutturning...

him:"comehere"



sheturnedandwalkedtohim,heheldherwaistand

satherdownashesuckedinhertonguethen

releasedher

him:"youlooksexy"

her:"thanks"

shegotupandwalkedtothecar...heopenedhis

laptopandtrackedherdown.Herfirststopwas

indeedOcean'scrib,nextthemall...Marccalled

Beast

Beast:"Marc'O'Polo"?

him:"Oceanisfuckingwi'magirl"

Beast:"What?Whatthefucksthat"?

him:"eksoekjouhelpmasekind"

Beast:"AfricanPride,now"

him:"onmyway"



Marc'scarwasflyingthroughthetrafficlights,he

keptoncheckingthetrackerkeepinganeyeon

Lizzy'swhereaboutsuntilshereachedTowers

RestaurantatAfricanPrideandfoundbeastalready

seatedwithRangerandotherfewfriendsorrather

gangsters

Beast:"Range,orderusaround"

Rangergotupandwenttothebar...hereturnedwith

theirwhiskeyglasses

Beast:"Isayweroughenhimupjustalil"

Marc:"heknowswhatcomingforhim...itsnotlikehe

don't"

Beast:"soyouwannateachhimalesson"?

Marc:"Idoubtheknowswhatlearningmeansbut

todayishisregistrationdayatthedaycare"



Theymasteredaplanastheykeptaneyeon

Lizzy...thyalsoorderedfoodinthewait.Suddenly

thetrackerbeepedassheenteredOcean'sstead...

zaphakamaezachappreparedforwar.Marcuswas

drivingaRoverthatlookslikea4×4,Beastwasina

RamPowerWagonthenTaRangerandtherestwere

inaRamDakota..blackcarszodwamntam.

AstheyinvadedOcean'sspace,Marcspottedhiscar.

TheoneLizzywasdrivingandheflipped...gotout

andrantothehouse,theothersfollowed,theyslowly

openedthedoorandtiptoedinside..Marcwalked

upstairstothebedroomandopenedthedoor

dramaticallyhiseyesmeetingLizzyontopofOcean

ridingithard

him:"Babywentshoppinghuh"?

theygottheshockoftheirlivesandtriedgrabbing



offsomesheetstocoverthemselvesastherestof

thegangwalkedinwithgunsreadytoshoot

Ocean:"hol'up!hol'up!Marc...manitsnotwhatit

lookslike"

Marc:"oh...itlookslikeyou'refuckingmygirl"

him:"newmasekindtisniewaarnie"

Marc:"soy'allareexercising,maybe"?

Gunshotsfiredseventimesthentherewassilence.

Liz:"babeimsoso-"

him:"fokkenhoujoubekElizabeth"!

Ocean:"Marcbroker"

him:"saymynameonemoretimeandI'llfuckyou

up...Liz,getinthecar"

Sheranwiththosesheets,scrambledclothesand



shoestothecar.RangerdroveittoMarcushouse

andkeptaneyeonLizzyastherestoftheguys

attendedtoOcean.

Ocean:''taBeastplzman"

Beast:"I'mnotgettinginvolved"

helookedattheguysmadesignsandthey

evacuatedtheroomonlytostandoutsideleaving

Marcandhisrivalalone...

Marc:"sohowdoesshewantit?rough?slow?

passionate"?

Ocean:"assebli-"

yangenaimpamawagxadazela.

Marc:"doyoupullherhair,strapherarmstothe

bed...BDSM?huh"?



him:"noitsnothingliketha-"

yangenaenye

Marc:"eksaljoudonnereksê"

wamngombawatyumtyumumntanomntuuMarcus!

wamshiyaaphoinapoolofblood...notdeadbutaLil

unconscious:/.
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*CapeTown*

Marccameoutoftheroomandwalkedstraightto

thedriveway,gotinthecaranddrovehome.

Gudda:"shouldwefollowhim"?

Beast:"no,callOanambulanceandleavethisplace"



Gudda:"whataboutRangerboss"?

him:"tellhimtomeetusdowntown"

Gudda:”gotit"

Theydidasinstructedthengotintotheircarsand

evacuatedtheplacebeforetheambulancearrived

sotoavoidquestions.Beastwasintheleadsoall

carsfollowedhiscarastheywenttoanold

warehousewhichwasquitefamiliartothem.

Hewalkedinaloneastheyfollowedbehindhim,he

metupastonewallandshifteditthreetimesandit

crackedopen..walkedinandfacedabulletproof

glasswall,scannedhishandandwalkedinstraight

totheheadoftheroomwherehisgoldenchairwas.

Heremovedahankyfromhispocketanddustedit

offthoughitwasn'tevendirty,hesatdownbothhis

handscoveringhisfaceashesaidashortprayer

andbreathed.



Afteracoupleofminutestherestoftheguys

walkedin,throughalesscomplicatedentranceand

satdowneachaccordingtohisposition.

Beast:"Idon'tthinkanyofyouwouldloveapersonal

experienceofwhathappenedtoday"

cwaka

hestoodup,pouredhimselfatotofwhiskeyonthe

rocksandwalkedallroundthelongtable,his

footstepssinkingdeeponthatwoodenfloor,making

soundasifwakingtheancestorsfromtheirpeaceful

sleep.HestoppedbehindRangerandtookasip,the

poorguyshiveredinterrornotbecausehesnitched

onhimoranything,heintimidatedthem.His

presencedid,especiallywhenhewasworkedup.

him:"Idon'tgetmyhandsdirtyunlessits

beneficial,thatbeingsaid-Idon'ttaketookindlyto



snitches.Yousnitch,Ikillyou.Finish"

thesilencewasjusttoothick...

hewalkedtohisseatandsatdown..

him:"Ibelieveweareclear"?

guys:"yesboss"

him:"good...now,wehaveamerchandizecoming

throughtonight,exactly11:50.Iwanteveryonehere

byten,Rangerattendtothecars"

Ranger:"yessir"

him:"Gudda,AngaandSkaraweapons"

Gudda:"yesboss"

him:"SkhuandPKtheuniformisstillwithy'all"?

PK:"yessir"

him:"bringitbeforeten"

PK:"gotit"



him:"okayweredonehere"

Ranger:"whataboutMarc"

him:"leavehimtome"

theguyswalkedoutthesamewaytheywalkedin,he

satthereandcalledme...I'vebeentryingtocall

Marcustheentiredaybutcouldn'tgetthroughto

himsopickingBeast'scallwaskindamy

breakthroughmaybehewaswithhim

me:"hi"?

him:"hey...yougood"?

me:"I'mcoolthanks,you"?

him:"goodalrightbye"

me:"whaohwaitup,whydidyoucallinthefirstplace"?

him:"Iwantedtohereyourvoice,somethingtellsme

itwillbringmeluck"

me:"luck?oh"



him:"yeah,can'tsaymuchthough"

me:"Igetit...uhm,haveyouperhapsseenmark"?

him:"yeahearlieron,why"?

me:"can'treachhimonhiscell"

him:"oh...I'mactuallyonmywaytheresoI'lltellhim

youcalled"

me:"thanks"

him:"mh...you'reunbelievablethough"

me:"meaning"?

him:"youreallyexpectmetotellhimthat"?

flashback!nohecan't!

me:"damnit!no..uhm,justmakesurehisphoneis

switchedon"

him:''ayt"

me:"sharp"



hehungupandleftthewarehouse,drovetosee

Marcandfoundhimbraaingmeatoutside:vwearing

shortsonly

him:"Polo"?

Marc:"yowman,sup"?

him:"goodquestion,sup"?

Marc:"ohIjustfeltlikeeatingbraaimeatpullachair"

hedid,Marcbroughtmeat,rollsandabottleof

Hennesseyinabucketoficeoutsideandchilled

Marc:"so...sup"?

him:"work...11:50tonight"

Marc:"gooditsbeenquiteawhile"

him:"yeahman...uhm,where'syourphoneItried

callingyouearlier"



Marc:"itsinside...Idon'twannatalk,they'vebeen

callingme"

him:'who"?

Marc:"home"

him:"oh..where'sLizzy"?

Marc:"asleepIassume"

Beastcouldn'taskanyfurther...Marcishisright

handmanthenRangerfollowsandthereasonwhy

helikesthemisbecausetheycanbediscreet.They

don'tblabber,theyknowtheirplaceandtheyshow

respecttohimthegangandthework.Theyenjoyed

themeatandbeastleft...hehadtocheckuponhis

legitbusinessinterests.Hedidthattwiceevery

monthandcheckedhisfinancialstatuswheneverhe

feltlike:v.

Hedrovetothefirstone,whichwasacardealership

andcheckedeverything,wenttwoofhis

restaurants,hotelandtwoclubsthenhereturnedto



hismansiontofreshenup.Whilehewasstillinthe

showerheheardhisphoneringing,turnedoffthe

waterandwenttothebedroomtoanswerit...onof

hisbabymommas,Anelisa

him:"yah"?

her:"uthiyahngokxauphendulaIphone"?

him:"yand'qhelakengok"

her:"hayndabuzakalok"

him:"whatdoyouwant"?

her:"umntanakhoufunawena"

him:"tellherndizozangomso"

her:"uzozangomso?areyouforreal?lomntana

uyakhalaapha"

him:''I'mbusyAnelisaIcan'tjustdropeverything

ngoku"

her:"hewethuNtandouyaziva?yourkidwantsto

spendtimewithherfatherwenaubekaolwakho

usuku?whatkindamanareyou"



him:"thekindamanwhofuckedyouup,okanye

ulibele"

her:"fokkofman"

him:"nowtellyoufuckofandtellmydaughterIwill

betheretomorrowmorning"

her:"mxm"

him:"shebetterbereadybyten"

her:"orwhat"?

him:"don'ttestme...youfailedthreetimesalready"

her:"whatever"

shehungup...hewalkedtotheelevatorandwent

downstairs,thesecondtotheundergroundrooms

whichhadmostofhisimportantandpersonal

gadgets;hewenttogetdressed.Hehadwalkedinto

aroomfullofblackclothing...choseblackdenim

clamidiggers,blackkneelengthsocks,vest,t-

shirt,poloneckandanblackcoatanklelongcoat.

Wenttothenextroomandpickedhisweapons

carefully...two90mmandextrabullets,oneAK47,a



Ramboknife,apocketknife,spikesandnuclear

weapons.Hedidn'thavetocarrymuchsincethe

gangdoesmostoftheworkbuthelikedtobe

prepared.Wewentupstairstomakehimselfa

smoothie,forenergy...Lolanotherbabymomma

called..owefirstborn,Chuma

him:"you'dswearnixelelenenalachomiyakho"

her:"moloNtando,unjan"?

him:"I'mhungryyou"?

shesighed...shestilllovedhimthoughitsbeen

sevenyearsaftertheirbrokeup

her:"I'mgood...IneedmoneyforOwe"

him:"moneyforOwe?kantiyekabanile

ndiytsalelwayoyicourteverymonth"?

her:"thisisurgenttorhondiyakucela"

him:"yeyakho"?

shekeptquiet



him:"youbetterspeakupain'tgotnotimetobegya"

her:"yougotme"

him:"uzoyithini"?

her:"itspersonal"

him:"soismymoney,uzoyithiniimaliChuma"?

her:"okayfineIranoutofgroceriesandsomeother

personalstuff,mysisteriscomingherengomsoand

monthendikude"

him:"youranoutofgro-mxm,ufunamalini"?

her:"2grand"

him:"iyazala"

shelaughed

her:"you'rekidding"

him:"ndiy'yeke"?

her:"no...itsfine"



hehungup...transferedthemoneyintoheraccount

andwenttothebalconyasheenjoyedhissmoothie.

Byninethirtyhedrovebacktothewarehouseand

calculatedtheirmoves...byteneveryonewasthere.

him:"gatheraroundy'all,Guddaplzleadusinprayer"

theyheldhandsandGuddaprayed:

'Fatherbeblessed,yourHighnessbeglorified.As

theLionswebringforthourgratitudeforeachand

everyopportunityyougiveus,opportunityto

live,hustle,kill,smuggle,smoke,crumble.Wethank

youforlovinguswithbloodinourhands.Weprayoh

Godthataswearegoingout,thoughitmightnotbe

accordingtoyourwill...butprotectusevenso.We

prayinthenameoftheFather,theSonandtheHoly

spirit.Amen'



Everyonechanted'amen'andthenitwastimeto

work...Hustlerspraytoo!
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Baeplannedaweekendindoorsforus,athisflat

thoughIwasn'tsureitwasagoodidea,Iwantedto.

itfeltright.IwashisMissPerfectforanentireyear

sohimaskingforjustthreedayswithmewasn'ttoo

muchIguess...Ikindahadtoliekesanaukuze

ndivunyelwesoAmandawasmyscapegoat

her:"hehChomuthikutheni"?

me:"khawenzebabe"

her:"hewethu!ufunauoutangam?awantlonibruh"

me:"uyitshomiyothinikanti"?

her:"mxmftsekTrina"

me:"thankyousweety"



:D

Apparentlytheycalledher,confirmedeverythingthen

uwasallowedtogo:)IpackedacoupleofthingsI

knewIwouldneedthenIcalledhim...butIknew

ayinguyenguSoso:p

him:"baby"?

me:"nanaImissyou"

him:"that'sgoodtohearcozImissyoutoo"

me:"mmh"

him:"canIcomeandfetchyou"?

me:"yeah,ifyou'renotbusy"

him:"I'llneverbebusyforyou"

me:"kay,I'llbewaiting"

him:"sharp"

:)knowingumntuwamebezothi"I'llbethereinten

minutes"LolyakhatywalounguSoso.Isatthere



eatingcarrots:pwaitingforhimtopitch...

justforpassingtime,IcalledNtandosinceInever

returnedhiscallngalamini.

hepickedupafterafewrings...nodidIsayafew?I

meantacoupleofrings...Iwasevengetting

annoyed:/don'taskwhy

him:"Sibongile"?

hesoundedpreoccupied...

me:"Ntando"

him:"unjan"?

me:"cool...u"?

him:"goodsowhat'sup"?

me:"nothing...uhm..Ijust,mxmnevermind"



Ihungup...

damnitthisguyhadsomeweirdeffectonmeandhe

knewitsomehow.Myphonerang,Ilookedatthe

screenandtrembled.mxmndiziqaleleuNtando

ezihlelelengokundixakenenaye,myphonestopped

ringingandstartedoncemorendazincamaand

pickedup

me:"lookImsorryforthecall"

him:"don'tworryaboutit...what'sup"?

me:"nothing"

him:"why'dyoucall"?

me:"I...Idon'tknow"

silence

him:"ugrand"?

me:"yeah"



him:"usure"?

me:"yeah...khayekeneh.justpretendyouneversaw

mycall"

him:"that'simpossible"

me:"kay.byeke"

him:"hm"

thewayhewassochilledthough:/hegaveme

creepsIswear.Iheardahooteroutsideandtookmy

bagndathigqinoSoso:vdecidedtoplaydumb

me:"bhut'bae"

him:"mylove,ready"?

me:"100%v

him:"let'shittheroadthen"

heopenedthepassengerdoorIgotinsideand

waitedforhimashewentallroundthecarandgot



in.Wemadesmalltalkthroughoutthedrive...then

wafikakokwaboIgotoutandheaccompaniedme

tohisbrothersflatandknocked

me:"don'ttellmehe'sasleep"

him:"youdon'tknowmybrother"

thedoorswungopen,baelookedsosleepyandsexy

atthesametime:p

him:"sup"?

me:"wow"

hesnappedandyawned...openedthedoorandI

walkedin,Sosoleft.Iwenttositontheedgeofthe

bedashewenttoTheshowerandcameback

wanxibashortsandlaynexttome...



me:"yagezakodwa"

him:"yhobabe...khand'massagetu"

me:"heh"

him:"babeplz"

heturnedaroundandImassagedhisbackand

shouldersusingbabyoil.
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Imassagedhim,heturnedoverIcontinued...mind

you,mylegswerespreadonbothsidesofhisbody

asIsatonhiswaist:/awkwardposition:v

heheldmywaist

me:"mh.hm"

him:"what"?

me:"lemmefinishthis"



IdidwhatIwasdoing,whenIwasabouttogetoff

himheheldmywaistverytightandtickledmeLolI

gotthehintandfellonchestandwekissed,teasingly

atfirst,bitingthecornersofhislips,pullingback

whenhegavehisallandsmilingcozIenjoyed

seeinghimdesperate.Wekissedtenderlyand

seductivelyuntilSosobargedin-_-

him:"hehLaramfe-ohshit!sorrysan"

Imovedoffhisbodyandsatontheoppositesideof

thebedandwipedmylips

Laa:"supsan"?

him:"youkindahaveavisitor"

Laa:"kinda"?

him:"canwetalkoutside"?



hetookonelookatmeandworeslippersashe

followedhisbrother.Icheckedmyphoneandsawa

messageactuallymissedcallfromEvesoItookthe

opportunityandcalledherback...

her:"hey"

me:"heyyougood"?

her:"yeahI'mcool"

me:"hey,whyyousoundsodown"?

her:"Imisshome"

me:"thenwhydon'tyoucomeback"?

her:"Ican't"

me:"Idon'tunderstand...you'rethroughwith

exams,whatcouldbesoimportant"?

shesighed...

Icouldsensesomeheavinessonher...



me:"Evelyn"?

her:"whenisyourflightscheduled"?

me:"nextweekFriday"

her:"okay,we'lltalkthen"

:/

me:"trytobefinesis"

her:"don'tworryaboutmehey"

me:"howcanInot"?

her:"Trinaplzman"

me:"byebyeEve"

Ihungup...shesoundedsodefeatedanditpained

me,yesIamtheonewithagoodheadshe'stheone

withawildheadsoitkindafeltofftohearherso

downandhopeless.Iheardvoicesoutsidefemale

andofcoursethetwinsbutIcouldn'tmakeoutwhat

washappeningsoIgotoffthebedandwent

outside...noIopenedthedoorandwaswelcomedby

herface.Ovayo.



me:"hi"?

her:"hi?wow"

sheopenedthedoorwiderandwalkedin,Iwatched

her...Lolyoudon'tknowhowconfusedIwas,Ilooked

atthetwinsandtheyweren'tshowinganyinterestin

explainingthistome.IwentoutsideleavingLandile

togoin

Laa:"Ovayoyintonngoku"?

her:"yinton?rhayand'qhelayazLandile"

him:"Idon'thavetimeforthisshit"!

heleft

byleftImeanheevenleftmestandingbythe

door...asconfusedasfuck!ndamjongauSoso,he

heldmyhandandwalkedmetothehouseandwe

sattogetherinonecouch...



me:"caretotellmewhat'sgoingon"?

him:"waitforhimbabe"

me:"soyou'regonnakeepmeinthedark"?

him:"pleasebabelindayena,itsnotmyplacetoay

anything"

me:"that'safirst"

hismotherwalkedin..wehugged

her:"heysweety,youdon'tlooktoogood"

asIwasabouttoanswer..Sosowalksindramatically

asusual

him:"nankumamakaLandile"

her:"heybaby..where'syourbrother"?



him:"flattin...sogreentea"?

her:"andacupcakethankyou"

hewenttothekitchen...Iwasn'tclearwhatwas

happeningherebutIcouldtelltherewassomebeef

here.
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Sosomadehismother'steaasshewentupto

freshenhecamebacktotheloungendizithulele

mna,kwangenaumntwanaehambanoaunty

walaphabevelangawegarden,mymindsaid

ngumntanakaauntyLonabutmyheartsaid,lookat

SosoandhewasnervousasthedevilwhenJesus

rosefromthelandofthedead!Faithwalkeddown

thestairsinaflawlesssummerdressthatreached

herankles,sandalsandnomakeupyoucouldjust

seehernaturalbeauty

her:"Soso"?



him:"justasecma"

hebroughttheteaandcupcake,auntyandthekid

wereatthekitchenthen.Sosowaphuma...aunty

waphumaekitchenandwalkedpassedthelounge

withthekid

faith:"what'sbotheringyoumydear"?

mymindwasconnectingdotsIdidn'tevenknow:/

her:"Trina"?

me:"ma"?

her:"yousureyou'reokay"?

me:"uhm,yes...Ijustneedwater"

ndaphakama..shesawthechildandlookedatme

thenbackattheaunty,Iwenttothekitchenasshe



gotupandwelcomedthechildwahlalanaye

wateketisa...thekidwastwoyearsoldandshewas

onebubblykidInoticedthatwhenFaithwasmaking

conversationwithher...

Icamebackand...

me:"uhm,excuseFaith"

her:"ohokay...uhm,uphikanenuLandile"?

me:"andmazmna"

her:"heeeokay"

Iwentbacktotheflat,lentombiiPholenyhani

ngomcabangoibukeleITVIsearchedanddidn'tfind

leniqqathenIwalkedbackoutonlytobumponto

him

me:"xolo"



him:"nodon't"

hewasholdingmyhip..wejusthugged,andazwhy

butwedid.ThenIpulledawayandstoodafew

centimetersawayfromhim

me:"okay,what'sgoingon"?

him:"babe"

me:"comeondude,what'sOvayodoinghere"?

him:"canwegoinside?IpromiseIwillanswerall

yourquestions"

Ifollowedhiminside,hepassedandwentstraightto

thebedroomandlockedthedoorandsatdown,I

stoodbythedoor...

him:"zohlalakaloknawe"

me:"hayndigrand"



helookeddownathisfingers,hewasshakingbut

justaLilbitguesshewasreallynervoushuh?

me:"babykalok"

him:"huh"?

me:"I'mwaiting"

hesighedheavily

him:"yayazimosIdatedOvayosometimeago"

me:"obviously"

him:"babethere'snoeasywayofsayingthis"

Ikeptquiet

hegotupandwalkedtothewindow,pacedthere

wazincamawandijonga



him:"Ihavebeenhidingsomethingfromyou...not

thatIwashidingit,Ijustdidntknowhowtobringit

up"

me:"oh-kay"?

him:"Ovayoandi-"

-_-timingkaSosothough...ever!Heknockedonthe

bedroomdoor

him:"LarayabizwangumamakhoCharlie"

Laa:"I'mcoming"

Soso:"kay"

heleft

IwaslookingatLandilewaitingforhimtofinish:/

deepdownIthought:thisniggadoesn'thaveitin

himtodumpmeforthischick!Hewouldn'tdare...

butsomehowIrealizedthatnoman,thiswholething

revolvedaroundthechild!Isnappedoutofmy



thoughtsandwenttositonthebedaseverything

dawnedonmethoughhehadnotconfirmedityet.

Me:"Ovayoandyou"?

hecametositnexttomeandheldmyhand...

him:"OvayoandIhaveadaughter...loukuaunty

ngoku"

LolIswearIsawSomizidancingintherainwearing

redbottoms!Myheadwasspinning,Iwasadding

thoseunknowndotsandtheyweremakingsense!

him:"plzsaysomething"

Iswallowedandlookedathim,LolwhatwasItosay

though?thankyouforsharing?thankyouforbeing

secretive?thankyouformakingmedumb?mh.



him:"babeplz”

me:"Ineedthebathroom"

heopenedthelockeddoor,Iwenttothebathroom

didmybusinessandjustsattherepassingorrather

wastingtime.heknocked

me:"mh"?

him:"plzcomeout"

Isatanotherfiveminutesthenndaphumawewalked

backtotheroomhelockeditoncemore

me:"souhm,whatnow"?

him:"Idon'tknowforsure"

me:"you'rekidding"

him:"uziseumntanauthnayeufunautyaIfestive

seasonwithherfriends"



me:"ohwow"

Itookmybag

me:"guessthat'smycue"

him:"plzbabynotlikethis"

me:"haibo,KantiwhatamIstilldoinghere?and

besides,babymommasalwaysgetwhattheywant"

him:"okayokay...juststayacouplemorehours.

gimmesometimetotalksomesenseintoherokay"

me:"mh"

Ijustlayonmybackonthebed...Ovayois

succeedingItellyou.HeleftMEthereandwentto

herbaphuma...myphonerangmorethanthree

timesIignoreditndahlala...

Faithknewwhatwasgoingonallthistimeandshe



nevertoldme,Soso...Landile.Noonecaredtotell

me.AtleastifwayetshiloinThefirstplace

bendingazoacterthewayIdid,bendzounderstand'a

cozthere'snowayI'lleverstandbetweenakidand

herdad,nomatterwhat.Ifeltlikeafoolyaz...Iknew

verywellnottomakethisaboutmesoinsteadof

ndibendisenzaanunnecessarysceneIjustkeptmy

mouthshutandstayedintheflat.Sosowalkedin

andstoodbythedoorforacoupleofsecondsthen

hecametositnexttome

him:"I'msorry"

me:"wasn'tyourplace"

him:"butstill"

Ikeptquiet

him:"uyabizwaendlini"

me:"tellemndilele"



him:"please"

me:"Ican't...Ijustwannaclosemyeyesandpretend

I'mhavingfunokay.justtellemifikendilele.Please"

hegotupandleftme.

Isatupandtookmyphone,Isawmissedcalls

zezikaMarcyedwasoIredialledhisnumberand

calledhimyayastraighttovoicemail.Iattemptedto

tryagainbutNtandobeatmetoit...hewasnow

calling:/

me:"low"?

him:"hey,what'swrong"?

me:"nothing"

him:"Sibongile"?

me:"plz,notnowokay"

wathula



me:"whatcanIdoforyou"!

him:"findsomeonetotalkto,whateveritisthatis

makingyouupset"

me:"m'notupset"

him:"youthinkI'mstupid"?

me:"didIsayso"?

him:"mh...itmustbebigfuthi"

me:"mxm,byebye"

him:"sho"

Ihungupandjustsatthere.
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SosoreturnedezondibizaagainsothistimeIwent

withouthesitationandfoundallofthemseatedby

allofthemIincludeOvayo.Isatnexttohersinceit

wastheonlyspacenearer...Ididn'twannagotothe



farendofthelounge

faithclearedherthroat...

her:"Iseeweareallhere,uhmSosoplzswitchoff

thatphone"

hedidasinstructedandwegaveheralltheattention

sherequired

her:"Trina,IbelieveyoubarelyknowOvayo"

Inod

her:"andithascometomyattentionthatyouwerein

thedarkaboutKamva"

me:"who'sthat"?

her:"umntwana"



me:"ohyeah"

her:"Landile"?

heclearedhisthroatnervouslyandlookedatme

him:"uhm,Ididn'ttellyouabouthercozIdidn'tknow

howyouwouldreact"

me:"unyakawonke"?

him:"I'msorry...Ijust,IguessIwasacoward"

Ov:"youguess?geez"

him:"andkathethinawe"

her:"asifIgiveadamn"

faith:"Lelenotnowokay...Trinababe,nantsiI

situationathand.Iknowhowmuchyoulovemyson

viceversaandIwouldn'tliketoseewhatyoutwo

havedestroyedoverhisselfishness"



Ijustlookedatmyfeet...thatwassaneenough

her:"IgatheredallofyouherebecauseIwantusto

moveforward.Ifanyoneofyouhasaquestion,ask

nowandIguaranteeyoualegitanswer"

Ov:"umntanamkutheniengathengelwangampahla"?

her:"izothengwangutamkhuluwakhe,ofonlyyou've

waitedpatientlynokoasikhocruelbasingayeka

umntanaanganxibingoDecember"

Ov:"khanitshokaloksisFaith"

Soso:"wenaububuzile"?

sherolledhereyesathim

me:"canIask"?

faith:"yesdear"

me:"thereissomethingnotaddinguphere...oh,I



meanregardingtowhatLaatoldme"

her:"okay"

me:"hesaidheonlymetOvayoinDecemberbefore

hemetme"

him:"thatwasamistake"

Ov:"youmeanalie"

me:"ndilost"

Ov:"idatedLandilerightafterhebrokeup

nalamntanawhosleptwithhiscousinLwando"

me:"hm"

her:"itshobandiyaxokabhutiza"?

cwaka

me:"cool...soIguessallalongI'vebeenlivingalie

huh"?

him:"babeno"

Ov:"babemyfoot"



Faith:"Ovayoplz"

Laa:"IloveyoubabeIjustcouldn'tbringmyselfinto

tellingyouthetruth"

me:"Idon'tthinkyouknowthemeaningoflove...

Faith,mayIbeexcused"

her:"uhm,plznowcanwebematureaboutthis"?

me:"mature?IthinkI'mstilltooyoungforthat,I

mean,Ican'thandleasimpletruthsohowcanIjump

tomaturity"?

sheswallowedwhatevershewasgonnasay,Igotup

andwenttotheflatandtookmybag.Landilewalked

in.

him:"babyplz"

me:"IthinkI'veoverstayedmywelcomehere"

him:"canweatleasttalkaboutthis,justthetwoof

us"?

me:"soyoucanfeedmemorelies?don'tthinkso"



him:"plz"

IwalkedoutandmetSosoonthedriveway

him:"lemmeatleasttakeyouhome"

ididn'thaveenergytoargue,Ijustgotinsidethecar

andwedroveinsilence.Fikaekhayaandmumbleda

thankyoundangenaendlinindayolala...mydad

alwaystaughtmenevertocryoverwhatIknowI

can'tchangesothiswasn'tanydifferent.Formeit

waseyeopening...thoughitwaspainfulbutIdidn't

wannacryatall.IsleptfortwohoursuntilIwas

wokenupbymyphone,IsworeundermybreathasI

answeredwithoutevenlookingatthecaller

me:"mh"?

him:"ulele"?



Ijustkeptquiet

him:"I'msorryforwakingyouup"

me:"ufunani"?

him:"wena"

me:"mxm"

him:"whyareyousogrumpy?ikwenzenileway

yakho"?

me:"Ntandoifyouhavenunpositivetosayplzdon't

callmeagain"

him:"lovingyouisn'tpositiveenoughforyou"?

me:"rightnow?no"

him:"okayke...uhambanini"?

me:"ungenaphi"?

him:"Ohcomeon"

me:"mxm"



Ihungupandcoveredmyheadwithapillow...jonga

benditheandizolilaneh?ha,amanthisthingwas

killingmesodeepIfeltcheatedsuhn,Ifeltverybad

ngathindimlourongoinallofthis.

myphonerangagain...

me:"whatnow"?

him:"Whatnow"?

me:"oh...Luke"

him:"youweren'texpectingme"

me:"justsomecrazyasswhosebeennaggingme

aboutnonsense"

him:"hm...what'sgoingon"?

me:"huh"?

him:"don'thuhme"

me:"there'snonegoingonboet"

him:"TrinaliqueSmith"



Ilostitimmediately...zavelazehlaiinyembezi

him:"I'mwaiting"

me:"there's...*sniff*there'snothingserious"

silence...

him:"okay"

hehungup:/owkay...

Isommawokeupandtookabath,immediatelyasI

gotoutofthewatermyphonerangjonga

besendidikiwenakufounelwangokuespeciallywhen

IsawbanguMarccozIknewufounelwenguLu

me:"Marc"?



him:"hoegaandit"?

me:"goedenjy"?

him:"lekker,hoewasjoudag"?

me:"goedenjou'ne"?

him:"mh..dudewhat'sup"?

me:"huh"?

him:"Lukecalledme"

me:"Iknow"

him:"thentalktome"

me:"there'snothingtotalkabout"

him:"okay,arethefolksbackyet"?

me:"no"

him:"ayt...eksaljoumorêoggendbel"

me:"dankie"

thistimeIhungup

Isatonmybedandlotionedjustrethinkingabout



thedaysdeedsandoutcomes.ThewayIloved

LandileithurtsomuchbutIstrengthenedmyself

thistimendazicengamntakabababandingakhalitu.

DadsentansmssayingjustincaseIchangedmy

mindsaboutthe"sleepover"Ishouldlockalldoors

coztheywentawayfortheweekend,bonuswas...it

wasAunty'sweekendoffleavesoIwasliketotally

alone.

IgotdressedinmyPJsandwentdown,Imade

myselffoodandwenttotheloungetowatcha

romcomasIate.IfeltbadabouthowIhandledthe

convobetweenmeandNtando:(soIcalledhimhe

pickedupimmediately

him:"hey"?

me:"hi"

silence...

awkwarddeepsilence...



him:"youokay"?

me:"yes"

thatyescameoutasawhisper.

him:"Sibongiletalktomeplz"

Ibitmylip...Iwasnolongerupsetwithwhathad

happenedbutIwasangrywithmyself,tooangry.

him:"Sibongile"?

me:"sundikhwazaI'mnotdeafbra"

him:"you'rescaringmefondinwhat'sgoingon

witchu"?

me:"I'mfineokay,I'mfine"

him:"thenwhydidyoucallme"?

true:/whydidIcallhim?ohokay



me:"Iwantedtoapologizeaboutearlier"

him:"earlier"?

me:"Iwasuhm...rudeonthephone"

him:"youreckon"?

me:"I'msorrybra"

him:"don'tsweat"

me:"thankyou"

him:"there'sjustoneLilfavorI'dlikeyoutodofor

me"

me:"let'shearit"

him:"justtellmeuhambanini"?

me:"Friday"

him:"ohnextweek"?

me:"yeah"

him:"okaythanks"

me:"mh...Idon'tevenwannaask"



him:"uright"

Iheardvoicesbehindhim,menvoicesingathiKu

busytoomuch.

me:"you'rebusy"?

him:"erh...no,wecantalk"

me:"youdon'thavetolie,I'mabiggirl"

him:"okay"

me:"byebye"

him:"goodnightsweety"

Ismirkedatthatlastcommentandreturnedthe

dishestothekitchen.SoLandileuzxeleleakazo

founa?somuchforlove.
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Itookashawlandlayonthecouch.Ihadnoone



elsetocall,IwasmadatEvefornotcominghome

gqibaangafuniundixelelawhatisgoingoninherlife.

Iwasinnostateoftalkingtomybrothers.notnow.I

justlaytherethoughtlessndabukelandadendalala.

Myphonekeptonringing,Ididn'twannaanswerit.I

wastired.Iwasdeeplywounded.Iwasinadark

place,walkingroundincircles.Mykneescouldn't

holdme,Ifloppeddownandcrawledaround

searchingforsomethingtoholdonto.thisphone

keptonringingbutIcouldn'treachitanditssound

diedout.

ForthelasttimeitrangandIsnappedoutofthis

craziness!IlookedaroundandrealizedI'mhome,I

lookedformyphoneandremoveditfromthesocket

asIpagedtoseewhowascallingmeallthistime:/I

washopingnguLaayaz,atleastitwouldshowthat

hecaredbutno,itwasNtando-_-

hecalledndisalibelekujamelaIphone



me:"TaBeast"?

him:"hey,I'vebeencallingyou"

me:"bendilelesorry"

him:"IwasgettingworriedIalmosttoldyourbrother"

me:"gettingworried?overwhat"?

him:"you,kuninindifounadan"

me:"okayI'msorryonceagain,sowhat'sup"?

him:"Icouldaskyou"

me:"didyoucheckthetimebeforecallingme"?

him:"pasttwo"

me:"thendon'tplaygameswithme"

him:"I'mnotplayinggamesfondin,don'tyouseethat

Icare"?

me:"amIsupposedtojumpupanddown"?

him:"actuallyno,butyoucouldatleastacknowledge

it"



me:"oh"

him:"whoeverhurtyouhurtyouverybad,amadoda

awafanimntwana"

*yawn*

him:"mmkay,lalaSibongile"

me:"enkositaBeast"

him:"nowait"

me:"whatnow"?

him:"whattimeisyourflight"?

me:"3oclock"

him:"good,lalake"

hehungup.Iwalkedupstairsandgotintomybed

ndalalanyhanthistime.Wokeupekuseniandwent

tothelaunderettestosubmitmywashingthenI

wenttothemall:Dcan'tbringnobiggirldownhey?I



didsomeretailtherapymtakadadandwenthome

feelingalotlighterthanyesterday.

-

Friday:D

IwasleavingforJo'burg,IguessLandilewascontent

withhowthingswere,Iwasbeingadramaqueenand

toldmyselfIwillnevercallhimmakafouneyenaI

don'tmindgivingusanotherchancebutsincehe

didn'tcall,Ikindaacceptedthatmaybeitwasjustyet

anotherteenagestoryofbrokenyouthfullove.

Myparentstookmetotheairport,Itwasteary

:'(leavingthem

Mrssmith:"plzreturnafteryou'veregisteredbaby"

me:"Iwillmother,IknowI'llbehomesickeveryday"

dad:"givethistoEvelyn"



hehandedmeabox,sealed.Itookitandwesaidour

finalgoodbyesthenIwenttocheckinandwent

throughtothewaitingareaasIwasanhourearlier.

Marcuscalled

me:"boet"?

him:"mh,Jo'burghassomeeffectonyouhuh"?

Igiggled...hewantedastraightanswer?naaah:p

ain'tgettingit.

him:"wellwhateveryoudoplzman,don'tforgetthe

folks"

me:"duuuuude!I'monlygoingonholidaynow"

him:"Iknow,butlookatE-"

me:"don't"

him:"okay.Jammer"



me:"cool"

him:"I'llcomeoverforaweek,justdon'ttellem"

me:"Iwon't,ononecondition"

him:"uh-oh"

me:"Diorperfume"

him:"deal"

me:"ciao"

wehungup,Ijustsattherewaiting.Theplane

landed,wewentthroughandflewtoJo'burg...

Ilanded:Dwhoopeemygawd!IfeltlikeIhadflown

toCanada:Dungancama!Iwasn'treallyexpecting

anyonetopickmeupsinceIknewLukewasatwork

soIwentthroughtothearrivalsexitandwalkedout

justacoupleofstepswhenIheardafamiliarvoice

softlycallingmynamerightbehindme...Iturned

withouthesitation:o



me:"Ntando"?

him:"surprise"!

erh:)wehugged...firsttimewegotincontact:/then

Isteppedbackafterrealitykickedin:v

me:"uhm,phew...IguessIshouldaskunjan"?

him:"canIanswerthatoveraglassofjuice"?

heaskedthatpointingtowardsanearbyrestaurant,I

willinglyfollowedhim:/wesatdownandheordered

forbothofus...notIdrink,ukutya.

him:"ndisharp,wena"?

me:"excited,BUT,whatareyoudoinghere"?

ourfoodcamethroughwedugin



hedidn'tshowanyinterestinansweringmyquestion

butIwasn'tgonnadropit...

me:"dude"?

him:"mh"?

me:"ufunaniapha"?

him:"wellIcouldn'tseeyouoffemontiwithyour

folksandofcourseyourrenownedboyfriendsoI

thoughtIshouldjustwelcomeyouinthecityofgold"

me:"wow"

him:"feelwelcomeenough"?

me:"yeahhey...thanksbutmybrothercan'tknow

aboutanyofthis"

him:"akazovangam"

me:"good"

:)jozionpoint,don'tmindmycompany:phe'ssurely

goingbacktoCapeTown.
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*CapeTown*

IthasbeenaweekandMarcushasn'tutteredaword

toLizzy.Shewasn'tevensureherecognizedher

presencebutshecouldn'tdoanythingaboutitcozat

theendoftheday,shewasthewrongone.Ocean

wasadmittedtothehospitalandonhisthird

day,Marcwenttovisithimwafikaehlelikugqibo

phumaugqirha,hewentinandsatdownbesidehis

bedandlookedathimforalongtimewithoutsaying

aword.Oceangotuncomfortablewazincama

wathathakuqala

him:"kisjamermyoutie"

Marc:"houjoubekmasepoes"

him:"fokjouMarcus!Fokjou"



Marcstoodupandwalkedtothewindowwatching

thefoulsoftheskytakingflight

him:"youarebraveImustsay"

O:"watwiljyhê?huh?mykoppe"?

Marcsmiledandnearthebed

him:"thatwouldn'tbesuchabadidea...justthatit

wouldbetooeasy"

Oceansawhoeerinstigthisthingisandhestopped

jokingaroundandyoucouldseepanickerright

throughhisblackeyes.

Marcuswalkedoutoftheroomwithoutsaying

anotherword.Hewenttohishouseandfoundhis

girlfriendcookingheplainlywalkedpasthertohis

room,bathedandrestedonthebedwithatowelstill



wrappedaroundhiswaist.Shewalkedinandstood

bythedoor...

her:"babycanwetalk"?

heignoredher,busiedhimselfonhisphone

shecameforwardandstoodrightinfrontof

him,softlytappinghisthigh

helookedup,pissed!

her:"canwetalk"?

him:"who'swe"?

her:"thetwoofus"

him:"ain'tgotnontasay"

her:"okay,atleasthearmeout"



hesatupandlookedather.No.Staredat

here,blankly.Shepulledthedressingtableschair

andsatdown

her:"I'msorryaboutOcean.Itakefullblameand

responsibilityoverit"

hechuckled

her:"nowcanweplzmoveon?Ihatelivingwithout

knowingwhatmaycometomorrow,whenwillyou

snap,howwillithappen.itsemotionallydraining"

him:"you'rethefineonetospeak"

her:"Iacknowledgemymistake"

him:"onlycoyouwerecaught...tellme,whatisitthat

attractedyoutohim"?

her:"babydon't"

him:"moeniefokenbabymeElizabeth!antwoord

my"!!!!



sheshookinterrorashisvoiceescalatedtheknown

limit.

him:"getthefuckout"!

shepracticallyranoutandcriedherselfoutinthe

kitchenashecontinuedtopreparehimameal.He

gotdressedandtookhiscarkeysandleft.

-

Theganghadhadasuccessfulbusinessmonthso

tosay.Alltheirdeliverieswentsuccessfullyand

eachofthemhadagoodcutoffthedeals.They

eachhadbeengivenaweekofrestingsoRanger

returnedbackhome,EasternCapedeepvillages.

GuddawenttoDurban,therestwerenotplanningto

goanywheresodieKaapstadwastheirrefuge.Marc

drovetoTablemountain,atleasttherehecouldcool



off,restandrecuperatewithoutdisturbances...he

justsattherethinking.Notthathelackedanythingto

dowithLizzyjustthatthelovehehadforherwas

unbearableandshehadhurthimutterly.

-

Jozi

AftereatingwithNtando,Icalledmybrofor

directions,IcalledacabthoughNtandoinsistedhe

takemehome,toldhimoffandhedidn'tpersist

thankGod.Iarrivedhomeandwenttorestfora

while...Sosorangmeup:)

me:"hey"?

him:"heybaby,unjani"?

me:"neverbeenbetter...you"?

him:"surviving.sowhereyouat"?

me:"uuuh"?



him:"Isawyouleaving,qhandoyikaabazlibakho"

me:"ubuphi"?

him:"bendizokubonaqhandifikeseniphuma"

me:"yho!whydidn'tyoucall"?

him:"didn'tthinkyou'dtakemycalls"

me:"heh"!

him:'"knowitsoundsstupidneh"?

me:"yeahwhatever...what'supwitchu,yousound

down"

silence

me:"Lwandiso"?

him:"siyakukhumbula"

me:"haha!goodjoke"

him:"comeoneTee"



ndathula

Laa:"babyI'msorry"

me:"Landile"?

him:"Iwoulddoanythingforyourforgivenessyayazi

nawelonto"

me:"carefulwhatyouwishfor"

him:"anything"

Soso:"yep,anything"

me:"flytoJo'burgkebeforeyouflygoCT"

cwaka...mh:/

him:"uhm...okay,canwenegotiate"?

me:"allears"

him:"mandiqaleeKapababethennextweekI'llcome



thatside"

me:"ngolwesingaphi"?

him:"Thursday"

me:"okay"

him:"thankyou"

:/

Soso:"namndozozakebra"

me:"urightkalok"

him:"yhuha,andiyakukhumbulamfaziyintonle

wandogalelelayona"?

Ilaughedsohardathowrealisticaddramatiche

sounded:v

me:"Sosoyazbendikukhumbulanyhan"?

him:"hahaaaa!Iknow,geez,whonevermisesSoulT"?

me:"ughdon'tgetaheadofyourselfokay"?



him:"yaqalalengok"

me:"byebye'iniguysIneedsomerest"

them:"loveyou"

me:"Iknow"

wonderwhyImissedSososomuch?

Evenmorethanmybhut'baekengok?
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SpenttwodaysinLuke'shousethenthethirddayhe

camehomewithEve.Wehugged,Imistakingly

bumpedontoherstomachandlookedather,she

lookedashamedandbeggedmenottosayanything

soIbrushedthethoughtaside.Luketookherthings

toherownroomsinceIhadalreadyoccupiedmy

own,wesatdown



her:"youlookgoodLilsis"

me:"thankyou...whathappened"?

Iaskedlookingatherstomach

her:"itsalongstory"

me:"wehaveallthetime"

Lukewalkeddown

him:"don'tbreakanything,I'mgoingbacktowork"

me:"begone"

helaughedashetookhiscarkeysandleft.

me:"whatareweeating?I'mhungry"

her:"Ifeellikefattyfoods"



me:"let'shavebrunchthen"

webothwenttothekitchen,itfeltliketheoldtimes:)

bothofusfoolingaroundinthekitchen,gettingthe

placemessyandtheneatingfoodoffthecounter

insteadoftheplate:vImadescrambledeggs,fried

porkthenshemadepancakesonhoneyandGreek

saladthenwetookbreadrollsandjuicesayohlala

phandlengasepool.

her:"sohow'stheLaaguy"?

me:"he'sgood"

shelookedatme,thatquizzicallookIhate

me:"what"?

her:"what'sgoingon"?

me:"mh,that'swhatI'dliketoknowtoo"



her:"ohme?wellyou'reoldenoughtoknowI'm

pregnant"

me:"howfar"?

her:"thisismylastmonth"

me:"lukeknows"?

her:"yep,buthe'stheonlyonewhoknows,besides

youofcourse"

me:"yho"

-silence-

sheclearedherthroat...Isnappedoutofmy

thoughts.

her:"what'sgotyoubothered"?

me:"nothing"

her:"IknowyouTee"

IsighedandgulpeddownamouthfulofjuiceasI



staredahead...

me:"Laahasakid,twoyears"

her:"ohwow.Who'sthemother"?

me:"youdon'twannaknow"

her:"Lisa"?

me:"nope,Ovayo"

her:"that'simpossible,theyneverdated"

yhondlelalendiyhlekengayoKelopart.

me:"canyouvouchforthat"?

her:"you'rekidding!hedoesn'tstrikemelikelotype

though"

me:"andwhichtypeisthat"?

her:"liars"

me:"hewasinadifficultpositionbabe,Ikinda



understand"

her:"understand?you'reabetterhumanthanIam"

Ijustsmiled...shedon'tknowhowdifficultitisright

now,goingtoanotherprovinceubaewakho

engakhangeazovalelisaatall.

her:"somethingelseisgoingon"

me:"ha,athat'sall"

shesmiledandnudgedmyribwithanelbow

her:"myguessis,taBeasthasyouwrappedroundhis

pinkiefinger"

me:"hewishes"

shecrackedup:v



her:"oh,butheisthecauseofthatsmilehuh"?

me:"no"

her:"thenwhyareyoublushing"?

IstammeredLoltrynafindtherightwaytoanswer

her.

her:"TrinaliqueSmith"!!!!

me:"whaaaat"?

webothlaughed:v

Her:"Iwannaknoweverything"

me:"there'snothinggoingonthere"

her:"mmmmh"

me:"forreal,he'sjustafriendI'vebeenwarnedabout

continuallythat'sall"

her:"whenwillyoueveradmityouhaveitforhim"?



me:"Idon't"

shestaredatme,studiedme:/

her:"whenlastdidyouseehim"?

me:"hash!let'snotgothere"

her:"owmygosh!Trina,spillthebeansorI'mtelling

onyou"

me:"blackmail?you'rekidding"

her:"justtalk"!

Ismiledandtriedmybestnottosoundlikealove

strickenteenager:v

me:"he'sthefirstpersonImetwhenIarrivedhere"

hereyesalmostpoppedout...



her:"what"?!

me:"don't,plz"

her:"whatwashedoinghereanyway"?

me:"hesaidhecametomakesureIfeltwelcomein

thecityofgold"

her:"weeeh!Lilmisssmithismessingwitha

gangster"

me:"we'refriends"

her:"keepsayingthatuntilyouactuallybelieveit''

justthenmyphonerang:)oh:/

IlookatEve,shegrabsmyphoneandlooksatthe

screenthenlaughs,shepicksupandlooksatmeto

talkwhilethephoneisonloudspeaker

me:"uhm,,,hey"?

him:"hey,ugrand"?



me:"yeahyou"?

him:"I'mgood.HowisJo'burg"?

me:''kindaquietthanEastLondonbutitsagood

changeofscenery"

him:"yeahhey,okaykesharp"

Evelookedatmeconfused:vshedon'tknowthis

niqqacanjustcalltosayhi?:v

me:"erh...oh-kay"

him:"what"?

me:"whydidyoucall"?

him:"checkinguponyouobviously"

me:"comeonNtandoI'mnotachild"

him:"Iknowbutthatdoesn'tmeanIcan'tcalland

askhowyou'redoing"

me:"Iguess"

him:"enjoytherestofyourday"



me:"thanks,youtop"

hehadhungupalready...IturnedtofaceEve

me:"busithinumntase"?

her:"ughmxm...truthremainsthatyouguyswant

eachother"

Ithrewngekonaeyeaonka.Shespokemostlyabout

herlife,howshegotpreggiesandallthatcrazy

shit?!!!
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Wepackedupandwentinside...Herboyfriendcalled

her:"heybabe"?

him:"heyyou,Ihappentomissyouterriblyrightnow"

her:"uh-huh"?:)



him:"haababe,don'tsaythat"

her:"wellyoudidleavemeinJo'burg"

him:"butIhadto"

her:"mmh"

him:"areyouokay"?

her:"whydoyouask"?

him:"Ijust...mymomhasbeenhavingtheseweird

dreams"

her:"about"?

him:"Idon'tknow...sheaskedif,mxmnevermind"

her:"sheaskedwhatLwando"?

him:"nobabeit'snotimportant,butlook,I'llbethat

sideonthe31st"

her:"ohcool"

theybidgoodbyeandwejustlayonthecouches...



me:"isthatbabydaddy"?

her:"yeah"

me:"doesheknow"?

her:"nope,ain'tready"

Isitupandlookather,surprised

me:"whoain'tready,youorhim"?

her:"him"

me:"howwouldyouknow"?

shesighedandalsosatup,lookingfrailandallthat

her:"whatamabouthasnothingtodowithracism

okay"?

me:"oh-kay"

her:"I'veseenhowXhosaguysreacttopregnancy



andIdon'twannaburdenhimknowingitshislast

yearinvarsity"

me:"bylastyearyoumeanheain'tcomingbackto

varsitynextmonth"?

her:"yes"

:o

me:"wow,areyoupreparedforthis"?

her:"itsnotlikeIhaveachoicethough"

me:"didyouatleasttellKeri"?

her:"Iwashopingyouwouldhelpmewithherand

MarcthenI'lldealwiththefolks"

me:"yhobra"

wesatinsilence..

myphonerang

me:"Soso"?

him:"haysundibizangathunguVeronicawakwa



MTNsisi"

me:"mxmwhatever,sup"?

him:"ohnothingmuch..u"?

me:"samehere"

him:"Iwasthinking,sikuphathelentoniaspeace

offeringThursday"?

me:"uhm,Idon'tknow"

him:"cummon"!

me:"Ireallydon't"

him:"areyouokay"?

me:"I'mfine"

him:"talktome"

me:"SosoIsaidI'mfine,how'sVela"?

him:"whydidyouhavetobringherintothis

conversation"?

me:"becauseshe'syourgirlfriend,remember"?



hechuckled

him:"she'sfinethankyou"

me:"that'sgoodtohear"

him:"wouldyoulikehrtocomealongazokubona"?

me:"ifshewanna"

him:"mxmasif"

nowitwasmyturntochuckle

me:"canIhangupnow"?

him:"notbeforeItellyouIloveyou"

me:"Iknowthat"

him:"good"

me:"butIknowshecomesfirst...missTitusthe

first"

him:"whaaat?don'tletmamommahearyousay



that"!!

:v:v

me:"Ibetvelawouldbesmittenthough"

him:"yeahIguess...enjoyyourdayneh"

me:"nawe...uhm,canIasksomething"?

him:"ayt"

me:"uphiuLaa"?

him:"he'sout"

me:"out"?

hesighedforasec

him:"outwithKamva"

me:"andOvayo"?

him:"somethinglikethat,BUTitsnothing,hewanted

timewithhisdaughter"

me:"kay"



him:"I'msorryaboutallofthis"

me:"mxm,byebye"

him:"genuine"

me:"sho"

IhungupandjustlayonmybackhopingNtando

won'tcall...atleastnotnowkecozlatelyhehasa

wayorratheragoodtimingofcallingrightwhenI'm

feelingshit.
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Me:"okay!wearesooonotgonnadrowninour

sorrows"

her:"huh"?

me:"we'regoingout,comeon,getyourshoes"

her:"butitslatealready"

me:"thenwe'llfindagoodrestaurantandhave

dinnerthere"



her:"erh...''

me:"ohbeforeIforget...Igotsomethingforya"

her:"wha-"?

Iwasalreadyatthetopofthestairsrunningtomy

room,Ifetchedtheboxdaddygavetomeandcame

downwithitIgaveittoher,shetookitandsurveyed

itonallangles.

her:"what'sthis"?

me:"abox"

her:"duhIcanseethat"

me:"thenopenit,Ialsodon'tknowwhat'sinside"

shefiddledwiththeboxuntilshefoundtheopening

thenshetookoutaletterandreadinsilence:/wellI

alsodidn'twannapryjustyet,itseemedkindaheated

bythewayhercheeksturnedpinkhalfwaythrough

theletter.Whenshewasdoneshelookedatthe



remainsintheboxandputtheletterasideasshe

searchedthroughoutandtearscascadedhereyes...

naturallyImovedthetissueboxcloserandjustsat

therestillwithmyarmaroundhershoulder

comfortingher.Aftersometimeshestopped,Igot

upandfetchedwaterndamnika

her:"thanks"

me:"wannashare"?

her:"theyknow"

me:"theyknowwhat"?

thenshetookasip

her:"aboutthepregnancy"

Ilookedather,hopingshe'llsayitsjustsomekindof

jokey'know



her:"I'mserious"

me:"howdidtheyfindout?when"?

her:"oneofthefarmerswivesisamedium,dadwent

theonregularcheckssoshefilledhiminonwhat

herthingswereshowingher"

me:"medium?aren'tthoseforcommunicatingwith

thedead"?

her:"mh,you'reaskingme"?

me:"andthemoney"?

her:"theysayit'sforthechild,tobuyclothesand

stuff"

me:"oh"

mh?doesn'tmakesensethoughbutthenagain,who

amItojudge?

wejustsatthere....

me:"souhm...arewestillgoingout"?



her:"nnah,Iwannarest"

withthatshewenttoherroomandIwenttocheck

forfood,comfortfood.Itooktheleftoverpancakes

andatethemwithwhippedcreamandhoneythen

Lukewalkedin,kissedmycheekandatemylast

pancake:(asheplacedSpurribsinthemicrowave

oven.

him:"phew!howwasyourday"?

me:"uhm...goodIguess"

him:"youguesshuh"?

beforeIcouldanswerhimNtandocalled,Irejected

thecallwithoutsecondthoughtsandbasedmy

attentionbacktoLuu

me:"youweresaying"?

hechuckledandwenttothefridge,removeda



watermelonandcutit,putitinaplateandsetit

betweenussincehewasontheothersideofthe

counter,ndatyamnandathulaLolIwassmilingcoz

thelookonLuke'sfacesaiditall...I'minforone

helluvalecture.

Ntandocalledagainsisathulenjalo...againIrejected

thecall.

Lukewaswatchingme..observing

him:"troubleinparadise"?

me:"erh..nope"

him:"youdoknowthatI'mnotyoungright"?

Ismiledandnod

him:"thentalktome"



me:"okay...uhm...thingis.youknowwhat?Losit,ek

salmanage"

him:"mybetisithaseverythingtodowithaguy"

me:"youthink"?

him:"Iknow..sotellme,whatexactlyisgoingon"?

Isighedandlookedahead...

me:"don'tgetmadokay"

him:"whywouldI"?

me:"well,uhm...theguywhowascallingjustnowis

oneofMarc'sfriends"

him:"Beast"

me:"ohcrap,howdidyoufigurethatout"

him:"wellItoldyouI'mnotyoung"

me:"okayfine,yesitshim.Werenotdating,don'tget

somecrazyideasjustyet...we'reuhm,justfriends"

him:"mh"



me:"uh-oh"

him:"Doyouwannagothroughwhateverygirlwho

datessuchpeoplegoesthrough"?

me:"huh"?

him:"Ibelieveyou'vespokentoEve,abouther

condition"

me:"yes"

him:"doyoualsowannagothroughthat?the

hurt,humiliation,rejection"?

me:"butshe'snotrejected,shejustisolatedherself

fromeveryone"

him:"yeahIunderstand...doyoulovehim"?

me:"Idon'tknow...butIdoubt"

him:"I'mnotsayingdon'tdatehim,allI'msayingisbe

smartandvigilant.Thoseguysaredangerous...if

youallowhimtogettoyouyouhavetobe

prepared,ifyou'refancyinghimthendosome

researchabouthimandknowhislifestylebefore

puttingyourlifeontheline"



me:"damn"

him:"mayIask"?

Inod

him:"whathappenedtotheTitusguy"?

me:"ohhe'sstillaround"

him:"I'msensinga'but'somewhere"

me:"nope,nobuttsanywhere"

him:"OK,sowhatexactlyisgoingoninyourliferight

now"?

hahahaIburstoutlaughing...Icouldn'thelp

myself,especiallysincehesoundedlikeoneofthe

twins:v

him:"what"?

me:"nevermind"

him:"mm,nowanswerme"

me:"what'sgoingoninmylife?erh...onethingI'm



sureofrightnowisthatI'mgoingtoschoolnext

month,anyotherissueayIdon'tknow"

him:"good.Getyourheadwrappedaroundthat.You

cametoJo'burgforschool,tolearnnotparty,dateor

anyotherrubbish"

me:"erh..."

him:"wehaveenoughproblemsathand,wedon't

needbothourLilsistersgoingAWOLsoyoubetter

getyourheadstraight"

me:"yessir"

hegotupandwarmedthefoodhebroughtasIwent

tocallEve.
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DayspassedanditwasThursday.Ihadthoughtof

howthisdaywillbebutIcouldn'treallyputmy

imaginationtoit...Icouldn'tgetmymindtoworkout

thesumandthatalonefrustratedmetoomuch.



EarlyinthemorningIwokeup,bathed,mademybed

andjustsattherenotknowingwhethertheyarestill

comingorwhatandaspridemayhaveit,Ididn't

wannacallthem:/Iain'tdesperate.ThoughIwas

kindalongingtoseeLandile.Imissedhim.Somuch.

Icouldn'tcomeupwithanoutfitsoIwent

downstairsandsearchedforfoodinthefridgeI

foundsomeleftoversandwarmedthemndatya.

WhenIwasdoneImadeherbalandgingerteajust

tocalmtheanxietythatIsensedrising.Evewalked

down:)herbumbwasmorevisibleinpajamasthan

anyotherclothing.Ismiledatherbutmyattention

wasonherbump

her:"don'tdothat"

me:"what"?

her:"you'restarringatmybump"

me:"IthinkI'minlovewithit...whenarewegoingto

thescan"?

her:"notyet...whatareweeating"?



me:"leftovers"

her:"nothanks...Iwanteggsandporkbangers"

me:"makeem"

shepouted

me:"ha,ano!meain'tyourbabydaddydon'tplaythat

poutingtrickonme"

her:"Prettyplz"

me:"nope.Ihavetogetdressed.Ihavesomewhere

tobe"

her:"ugh,somewhere?webothknowyou'regoingout

withyourMEN"

ilaughedandwalkedbacktomyroom.Itookout

beigeskinnyjeans,beigelacecroppedtop,white

oversizedsleevelessknittedcardiganandWhite

ChuckTailorsthenIjusttookawhiteclutchwith

everythingthatIneededinside.Isatdownand



staredahead...

myphonerang,IwasshockedwhenLandile'sname

appearedonthescreen..Isnappedout,and

answered

me:"elo"?

him:"uhmhey.sesifikile"

me:"ohokay"

him:"shouldwepickyouup,maybe"?

me:"no,Ithinkikhonaimotoekhoyohere"

him:"okay,meetusatSteersthen"

me:"cool"

mh:/Iwasleftsayingtomyself-thatwassocold.It

feltlikewewerestrangers...insuchashortperiodof

timethough?Istoodup,putonRubymattelipstick

ndaphumaandwalkedpastEveasIsearchedad

foundthecarkeys



her:"ooo-lah-lah"!

Ichucked

her:"washisabaaaaby!!!hehe!thisniqqawon'tknow

whathithim"

me:"huh?whatareyouonabout"?

her:"he'llbesorryheneglectedyou,strue"

me:"hedidn'tbabe...hewasjustpreoccupied.lemme

vanishbeforeyouchangemymind"

shespankedmyass:vndabalekandaphuma,got

intoLuke'sGTiandheadedforSteers-thepanic

attackswerecreepingin.Iwouldjustdothewell-

knownbreathingtechniquescozkeIhadnoother

choice,Idon'tknowwhetherIwasscaredofwhathe

wouldsayorwhathewouldnotsayatall.Ireached

theparkinglotandbreathedinonemore

time,releasedthebreathandwalkedoutconfidently

tothefastfoodchainstore.Iheardngevoiceka

SosoIheadedtotheendoftheshopandspotted



themfirst...Larasawmeandhegotup,ignoring

whateverhisbrotherwassaying.Heopenedachair

formebutfirstcameforthandwejuststoodthere

lookingateachotherforagoodsecond.Heopened

hisarmsandIfellrightintohistrap,howImissed

thesearmsthough:(theembracefeltlikehometo

mybody,itfeltnatural.Wehuggedforaverygood

minutethenImyeyesstartedraining...Iwasn't

crying...no,myeyesjustneededtoreleaseacouple

ofdropsyaqond?good.Herubbedmyback,Soso

wasnowsilent.WhenIfinallygatheredmyselfI

steppedbackandwasabouttoopenmyclutchfora

tissuewhenheofferedhishandkerchief,Itookit

withoutlookingathim,Isatonthechairhehad

openedandfixedmyselfsahlalainsilenceuntilI

wasgoodtotalk.Awaitresscametouswithmenus

Soso:"KingBurgerwithextrachipsandCokeplz"

Laa:"Iwantribs,halfdone"

me:"chocolateshakeplz"

Soso:"awutyi"?



me:"noI'mgood"

Soso:"uyagula...giveherwhatI'mhavinginfactgive

bothofthemwhatI'mhaving"

Laa:"haysuphambanabra"

Soso:"mxmuzenzaumntungeribsongazohlutha

zizo...sisiweh,enzalentondiyithethayo"

her:"soImustcanceltheribs"?

Soso:"no,addthemaswel"

her:"okaythankyou"

Soso:"I'llthankyouma'amwhenI'mfull"

shesmiledandwalkedaway,myshakecamefirstI

tookasip.Sosoheadedforthebathroom...

wasishiyasobabini.

me:"wewillhavetotalksomehow"

heclearedhisthroat



me:"wellIguessIshouldapologizeofhowIreacted

ngalamini"

him:"nobabe,I'mtheonewhoshouldbeapologizing

herenotyou"

me:"Iwasshockedandfeltcheatedbutkethisisn't

aboutmeright?ingomntwana"

him:"babyplz..."

me:"unjani"?

him:"I'mgood,Icanseeyou'rebetterthangood"

me:"I'mtrying"

him:"I'msorryTrina"

me:"forwhat"?

him:"everything.lyingmostly"

me:"hm"

Sosoreturnedandsatdown

him:"haibo,sizotyaniniapha"?



Laa:"khawbepatientdude"

him:"patientmyleftfootI'mfuckenhungryhere

okay"

Ijustlookedathimandsmiled,heisforever

dramaticakanantobaakhosemontiaphawherehe

knowseveryoneha,ahe'sbeinghimselfshame.

him:"Sosisbae,how'veyoubeen"?

me:"asyoucansee"

him:"hewethu!kuthenumhlekangaka...Iswearwhen

IsawyouIthoughtRihannawasintown"

Ismiled

me:"uyaexaggeraterkengok"

him:"foreal,besendiqondbandfunaIautographeven

ifitsonthecheeksani"

IlookedatLandile,atleasthewasalsocomfortable.



OurfoodcamethroughIorderedsodasincemy

shakewasfinishedthenweatesancokolanjeabout

somelightstuff...nothingheavy.Afterthatwejust

chilled...yaqalakengokIseriousness:

Laa:"Sososancanyougiveusamoment"?

him:"ndiyephi?uliebeleakhosemontiapha"?

Laa:"thatdidn'tstopyouforbeingdramaticearlier"

hemumbledandlefthischair...

me:"thatwasunnecessarythough"

him:"Ineedtotalktoyoualone,Sosondamazne

theorieszakhesometimesazisebenzi"

me:"butuyeuzidingewhenyoufuckedup"

him:"Iknowbutnow,Ihavetounfuckupalone"

me:"mh"



hefixedhischairsothatsijongane...his

temples,faceohgawdhiscolognewaskillingme

slowly.EverytimeIbreathed,feltlikeitwasfilling

meupinareasunseennorpredicted.

him:"Imessedup.IknowandImadethingsworse

bynotreachingouttoyouimmediatelywhenyou

foundoutbutbabeplz,can'twemoveonfromthis?

can'twebeourselveslikeweusedto11months

ago"?

Ilookeddown,heliftedmychinupandlooked

straightintomyeyes

him:"Iloveyou,verymuchbutIalsolovemychild.I

haven'tbeengiventheopportunitytoevenspenda

daywithheruntilthatday.plzfinditinyourheartto

forgiveme,forgivemeaboutkeepingKamvaa

secret...forlyingngoOvayo"

me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay...thisisjusttoomuch"



him:"firststepistoforgive,thentherestwillwork

itselfout"

Ilookedaway,hishandsenfoldedmine.Ihadtothink

carefullynow,thiswasn'treallyaboutmebutabout

himhavingarelationshipwithhisdaughter,thathad

apersonalfavourfrommysidesinceIneverknew

myownfatherIjustcouldn'tdeprivehimofthat

bond.IwantedalotfromhimbutIknewI

couldn't...no,wouldn'tgetanyofthemnow.

me:"howdoesOvayofitintothepicture"?

him:"Kamvaisherchildsoveleuzobakhona"

me:"soImustsignuptobeingsecondbest"?

him:"no,thisisnotaboutposition...Iloveyou.Only

you,Ovayoknowsthat"

me:"anditthreatensher"

him:"whatdoyouwantmetosayke"?

me:"Idontknow"



wesatinsilence...

Sosowalkedbackinandsatdown.

him:"mh,bythelookofthat,nothingissorted"

me:"thoughtuzozanoVela"

him:"inton?andingomsholozimna"

me:"yenutheni"?

him:"uzovelaaculeumshiniwakhekutsitseimali

kumacomrade,ndingumntanaweskolo"

me:"could'vefooledme...anywayhow'syourmom"?

Hesearchedabagandremovedasilvergiftbox

wandinika

me:"andthis"?

him:"shesaidImustgiveyou"



IlookedatLara..openedtheboxandfoundan

originalGuesswatch,pinkandgold.Ilookedatitand

closedtheboxwithouteventouchingitthenIslid

theboxbackinfrontofSoso

him:"ha.a"

me:"noplz,Ican'ttakeit.ButtellherIsaidthankyou"

him:"khathetheLandilefondin"

me:"what'ssohardnaSoso?taketheboxand

repassthemessage"

Laa:"Iuhm,alsoboughtyousomething"

me:"ifitsexpensivethenkeepit"

him:"babyplz"

me:"Idon'twantgiftsiwontbeabletorepaynyhani

guys"

heremovedalongthinboxfromhisblazerandputit



onmypalm

Iopeneditandsawanecklace,silveranddiamondsI

wascaught...mntakadadnomatterhowexpensive

itwas,Icouldn'trejectit,bonuswasthativelastraight

KuLandile:/Itriedmybesttoclosemyheart

againstthisbutIcouldn't:'(

him:"lemmehelpyouputiton"

itfeltlikeIwasunderhypnosis...Iautomatically

gaveithimandhehelpedmeputiton,theminuteit

touchedmyskinIfeltrenewed!Ismiled

me:"enkosi"

him:"you'rebeautiful"

Iblushed



Soso:"sisekhonakeneh?good"

:v
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Iadmiredthisgift...butbeingme,somethingjust

didn'tsitwell.

me:"uhm...babedon'tgetthisthewrongwayneh"

him:"okay"

me:"Ierh...Ican'tbeboughtbygifts"

him:"nothat'snotwhatIwasdoing"

me:"Iknow,butIjustwantedthatoutoftheway.Yes

Iloveyou,wewerebothwrongbutdon'tgetit

twisted.IcanneverbeBoughtinanyway"

Soso:"mh.hm"

him:"khameSoso"



Soso:"khangendithethemna"

him:"babyIunderstandhowyou'refeeling,justthatI

wantedtobringapeaceoffering"

me:"itfeelslikeI'magolddiggernow"

him:"plzdon't...ndakceladon't"

ndathula...ndajongaKuSoso

me:"uhm,skeem"?

him:"ntwanayam"?

me:"celausbolekeItenminutessan"

him:"andsedikwe"

me:"Iloveyoutoo"

hegotupandleftwithoutanotherword.

me:"sohowdoyoureckonwedothis"?



Laa:"Idon'treallyknow...wecouldworkout

something"

me:"bahlalaphi"?

him:"OvayoisgoingtoCapePeninsulabutumama

umthathileumntana"

me:"Ovayoiswhat?holyJesus!soniyaeKapa

nobabini"?

him:"babybendingamaziuntilDecemberba

uyakhona"

me:"mxm,ndiyafananoleqaIplainngomaskitikiti

mos"

hekeptquiet...

me:"andhereIthoughtwe'llworksomething

out...tellme,usamthanda"?

him:"no"

me:"mh,utshonjebae-"



nextthingIfeltastrongforceofakiss,tookmeback

forasecondbutmfethuhe'sgoodatthisshit,Ifell

rightintoit..wekissedsotenderlyIwaspraying

Sosowouldn'twalkinonus,luckyformeLandile

pulledbackandlookedatme

him:"canwetakeitonestepatatime"?

me:"Idon'tthinki-"

him:"just,giveusatry.Pretendakekhoomnye

umntu,itsjustus"

Iclosedmyeyesmakingasilentprayertogodthat.I

won'tregretthisdecisionI'mabouttomake.

me:"okay"

him:"okay"?

me:"yeah,let'stry"



yhohehuggedmetightkanjani:/

ThistimeSosodidn'twalkin...wespentanotherhour

haySanaSosoakabonakalindawonotthatwe

mindedcozbekumnandisizincokolela...Iactually

allowedhimtotellmeabouthisdaughter.Bythe

lookofthingshewassmittenbyher:(Iwasactually

proudofhim,manningupandconfessingthentaking

responsibilityforhisactions.AfterthesecondhourI

panicked

me:"ha,aplzcallSoso"

him:"he'sabigboyhe'llcomeback"

me:"twohours?haybabe"

hebrushedtheissueaside,halfwaythroughthe

conversationIignoredhimandcalledhistwin

him:"baby"?



me:"buyakalokngok"

him:"oohniyenacingaesisparewheelsindim"?

me:"cummon"

him:"hewethu,continuerunningaroundthemerry-go-

roundmnandizifumaneleIcherry"

me:"huh"?

him:"byebye"

me:"wait"?!

him:"mntakwethundineyendaloIhearingaid

sukhwazantombendala"

me:"I'mgoinghome,plzcometoyourbrother"

him:"nope,notnow...nowismytime"

me:"mh,ifhegetslostjustknowItoldyouI'mgone"

theIhungup,wegotupandhwalkedmetomycar,I

gotinthecarandleanedoverlookingatSirTitus

me:"thanksforcomingover"



him:"nosweat"

me:"flyingback"?

him:"no,ksasa"

me:"oohkay,nizolalaphi"?

him:"endlini...apparentlydadjustboughtahouse

here"

me:"ohokay...byebye"

him:"beforeyougo...isitokayifIcallyounow"?

me:"whosaidyoushouldstopinthefirstplace"?

him:"okay...pastisinthepastneh"?

me:"good,nowcanIgo"?

heplantedapeckatthecornerofmylipsasIdrove

outoftheplace,IspottedSosochattingwithagroup

ofgirls...Ihooted,heturnedaround,saidsomething

tothegirlsthenherantowardsme

him:"sokubonaniningoku"?



me:"dependsonyourbrother"

him:"mmhmxmiingqondozenyziyafana"

me:"byebyekendoda"

him:"shosani"

wefistbumpedandIdrovehome,immediately

ndifikakwiparkingyasendliniyakhalaIphone,Now

asadriverufikakwiparkinglotkungekhospace

awqalingojongagamayoujustpickup:/oramIthe

onlyone.?

me:"hello"?

him:"thisniqqahassomeeffectonyou"

me:"beast"

him:"sharpneh"?

me:"huh"?

thephonewasoffalready.
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Itookmystuffandwalkedinside,Evewaseating

sausagesonrollsandcoffee:/Ikissedherandwent

totheloungeremovedmyshoesandtookoutmy

phoneandcalledthisniqqa...

him:"hello"?

me:"uthininah"?

him:"I'mgoodyou"?

me:"I'mgood,uthini"?

him:"ndithihehassomeeffectonyou"

me:"whyusitshodan?areyouhavingmefollowed"?

Evealmostchokedonherfood,Ilookedupather

shewasnowontheoppositecouch.

him:"whywouldIdothat"?



me:"Idon'tknow"

him:"Idon'thavetimeforthis"

hehungup

haibo,Ntandohunguponme.Ilookedatmyphone

thenatEve,backtomyphonethenIjustputitright

onthecoffeetable

Eve:"whatwasthatabout"?

me:"Idon'tknow...hehunguponme"

her:"who?Beast"?

me:"yeah"

her:"whywouldyoucallhiminthefirstplaceyetyou

keepsayingyouhavenothingonhim"?

Isighed...

me:"he'stheonewhocalledmefirst,Ijustwanted



someclarity"

her:"areyousure"?

Ijustwalkedtothekitchenandmademyselfan

organicsandwichwithfruitjuice:/Ieatalotwhen

I'mnervouskesana.Iwentbacktotheloungeand

satonthesameposition.Iatemyfood,Eveate

hers...insilence.myphonerang,thoughtnguNtando

maybe:/butitwasn'thimatall

me:"babe"?

him:"hey,youdon'tknowhowrelievedIamafter

today"

me:"Iknowhey"

him:"wenzan"?

me:"eating"

him:"haibo,ubutyeIkingburgernotsolongago"

me:"khonaintoend'phazamisayo"



him:"ohokay...uberightvah"

me:"thanxbabe"

him:"andknowthatIloveyou"

me:"Iloveyouto0"

him:"zokfounelaagainlateron"

me:"okay"

wehungup,Icontinuedeatingmymealthennapped

onthecouch.

Lateronbaecalledsancokolafortwo

hours,followingmorningtheyleftforCapeTownI

calledtowishthemasafetripahead.

-

-

FestiveseasonmostlybeginsinNovemberwiththe

switchingonoflightssosincewewereinDecember

alreadyandpastthecarnivaland16thDecemberwe



werenowheadingtoChristmasdayandIwasunder

anoathtocooktheChristmaslunchsinceI'vebeen

dodgingthepotsoko:vAndIwascoolaboutitman

cozkeIdidn'thaveplanswhatsoever.I'mafraidto

evensaythisbutIwaskindaworkedupthatNtando

didn'tbothertocallmeagainsincelamini.

Onthe23rdLuketookusshopping:Dwebought

mostlygroceriesthenweboughtgiftsforeachother.

Iboughtmomanewbibleandboughtdadafleece

jacket;Eveboughtmomnewshoesanddadaniron

andzinccashboxthenwepostedthemhome.

OnChristmaseveasIcameoutofthe

bathroom,towelstillwrappedaroundmybodyand

hairstillwet...Ntandocalled.Isatonthebedlooking

atmyphone:/whatcouldhepossiblywantnow?he

ignoredmemosixeshaelingakathenwhynow?Iput

thephonedownandwenttolotionmybodywithout

evenpickingup.WhenIwasdoneIworemyPJsand

switchedoffthelightsndalala.



Pasttenorsothisflippenphonerangagainand

sinceIwasalreadydeepasleeptherewasnotimeto

checkwhothecallerwas,Ijustansweredwithout

secondthought

me:"mh"?

him:"ndcelauvuke"

me:"mh"?

him:"plzwakeup"

Iturnedtosleeponmyothersideandtriedmybest

tostayawake

me:"ndthethanaban"?

him:"you'reawake"?

me:"Ntando?yhoyintonbraebusuku"?

him:"Icalledearlier"

me:"Iknow,butlontodoesn'tmeanyoushouldcall

thistimedudeyho"



Irubbedmyeyes...IwaswideawakeSana

him:"Imissyou"

thatcaughtmebysurprise,Iclearedmythroat

me:"pardon"?

him:"Imissyoufondin"

me:"oh..notthatIunderstandthough"

him:"Iknowyou'restillupsetaboutthatotherday"

me:"otherday"

him:"don'tplaydumbnow"

Ismiledtomyself

me:"yeahwell"



him:"whatareyoudoingngomso"?

me:"spendingChristmaswithmyfamily,why"?

him:"I'minJo'burgsoIwaskindahopingwecould

grabasnack"

me:"oh...no,nottomorrowsan"

him:"okayke"

me:"uhambanini"?

him:"intwodays"

me:"okay,let'smeetngeboxingdaythen"

him:"thankyouma'am"

me:"you'rewelcomesir"

him:"youcansleepnow,lalekamnandi"

me:"thankyou"

hehungup...Isatupandpagedthroughmyphone

gallery.Seeingpictureszamnobaezavusaisazela

butukheubonewhentheheartsayssomethingelse?

Iwassodefensivesaying:"akhontoyenzekayo



phakathikwethu"Lolbutitstruenjena:/akhonto

yenzekayoatall.

NextmorningIwaswokenupngubaewishingmea

merryXmas:)hadaLiltalkwithhismomthenI

bathedandwentstraighttothekitchen.Istartedmy

workandwentatituntilpastelevenandthen

preparedthediningarea,Lukewalkedin

him:"mh...yourkitchensmellspromising"

me:"youthink"?

him:"yep,butitwouldhelpifyoudidn'tcookforjust

thethreeofus"

me:"don'tworrythefoodisenoughtofeedbanyana

banyana"

hewalkedtothedoor

him:"good,cozyourbrotherisintown"



Ionlyfollowedwhenhehadleftthediningarea...My

brother?ohmyword!Irantohim

me:"youmeanMarcisintown"?

him:"hemightcomewithhisfriends"

me:"oh"

Iwalkedbackandcontinuedwiththepreparation

thenIwalkedupstairsandcalledNtando

him:"MerryXmas"?

me:"hey...canIaskyousomething"

him:"okay"

me:"isthereanychancethatyouareinJo'burgno

Marc"?

him:"99%"

me:"ohshit!tellmeyou'renotcomingtoLuke's



house,plz"

him:"actuallyhedidn'ttakenosoIkindadon'thavea

choice"

me:"what"!?!

him:"yeah,lookIgottheimpressionthatyoualready

knewthat'swhyIdidn'tcallyou"

me:"yho...uhm..okay"

him:"ifawfunindizeIcouldtrysomething"

me:"noitsnotaboutme"

him:"don'twannamakeyouuncomfortablethough"

me:"don'tsweat"

him:"cool"

me:"sharp"

Ihungup....

Eveknockedonmydoor,Iopenedandletherin,she

waslookingmarvelousinayellowboobtubemaxi

dress,whitewedgeandhaddoneherwavyhair



me:"jysmooilik"

her:"dankie...getdressed,apparentlywehave

visitors"

me:"Ijustheard"

her:"knowthem"?

Isearchedforsomethingtowear...Lukehadn'ttold

herMarcwascomingover?yho.Itookoutablue

bodyhuggingkneelengthdresswithelbowlength

sleevesthenIalsoworewhitewedgeshoesandsat

nexttoherwhileshedidmyhair

her:"youhaven'tansweredme"

me:"yeahIknowem"

shecombedmyhairupandtiedaneatupstyleand

tuckedinthehair,Iputonsilverstuds,shetookmy

blackpairalongwithablackstonebraceletwhileI



woreasilveronethenshesatdownnextyome.

me:"Marciscoming"

her:"Mark"?

me:"MarcusSmithMarc"

her:"ohno,likeno...why"?

me:"withhisfriends"

shelookedatme...eyespoppedout:v

her:"thatmeanstaBeastwillbehere?whooooo

hahaa!bettermethatyou"

me:"dudeplz"

shewaslaughing,uncontrollably

me:"Evecummonnow"



her:"howareyoufeeling"?

me:"Merry,there'snothingtofeel.Heismybrothers

friendwhohappenstobemylatestoffriendsqha"

her:"yourfriend?heh"

me:"we'renotdatingmos,sowhatishethen"?

her:"mmh,whateveryousayLilsis"

Ifrownedandgotupwithbalmandmyphone,we

wentdownstairs.

Luke:"mmmh,youguyslookgood"

us:"thankyou"

him:"there'ssomeoneI'dlikey'alltomeetbefore

everyoneelsearrives"

me:"uh-oh"

him:"come,followme"

wefollowedhimtothepatio...Ialmostslippedand



fellwhenIsawAsavela.Herjawdropped,herface

wasimmediatelyengulfedinguilt.

Luke:"okay,thisisAsavela...babe,thesearemy

sisters:EveandTrina"

Eve:"nicetomeetyouAsa"

her:"samehere"

me:"merryChristmas"

her:"sametoyou"

Luke:"okaygood,nowwecangoinside"

theywalkedinfrontofus:/Asavela?lokaSoso?u

Lukeaphindeathibabekuye?hemankwenzekanton

kulomntana?Isnappedoutofmyderailingthoughts

anddishedmyfoodintocasseroledishesthenI

warmedthemandputthemonthetable.Onmy

secondruntothekitchen,shefollowed

her:"canwehaveaword"?



me:"hm"?

her:"I'msorryaboutthisbutIdon'tmeantoputyou

inanawkwardpositionbutplzSosomustn'tknow

aboutthis"

me:"andingenindawo"

her:"phewthankyou"

Ijustreturnedtothediningareaanddidsome

finishesbeforeLukewentouttowelcomehis

guests,IsatnexttoEveaswewaitedinanxiety...

MarcuswalkedinfollowedbyGudda,RangerandasI

heldmybreath...infollowedBeast.Jonga

mamela,ezwayzonkezibethangoAllBlack:onange

Krismesi?heee:/wehuggedMarcyedwaastheyall

foundaseatbahlala.

Marc:"youguyslookgood"

me:"sameasyou"

eve:"you'rebuffedupIsee"



helaughedandwemadeconversation...atextcame

throughtomyphone,Icheckedit:vwasfromEve:

"Idon'tblameyoubabygirl,thisniqqaissooo

fuckenhot.Lookathisabs..notthatyouwillnotice

though:pcozy'allarejustfriends"

haha!Igotupandwenttothekitchen:vIneededa

glassoficedwater!
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Idrankwaterndabuyelaetafileni

Wehadagoodandfuntimenolies,therewereno

awkwardmomentsthankGod.itwasselfservice

andeveryoneatetofillupthemselvestothefullest.

ThenLukesuggestedwehaveabraaisosaphuma

andwenttothepoolside,theymarinatedandbraaid

themeet



myphonebeeped...Evelookedatme:vthisgirl

though?Icheckedthemessage:"youlookbeautiful"

Ismiledhaha,Ididn'tevensenda'thankyou'Ijust

lookedaheadandchilled..hecaughtmesmilingand

smiledbackbutIdoubtanyoneelsenoticed.

Marc:"hey"?

ndothukengoMarcsephambikwam...

me:"sup"?

him:"followme"

IlookedatEveandfollowedhimbackinside...wesat

elounge.

me:"okaywhathaveIdone"?

him;"Idon'tknow,wannatellmesomething"?

me:"no"



him:"okay...soIseeyoursisterispregnant"

me:"ohthat"

him:"yesthat...thiscouldbetheonlychanceIhave

toseey'allbeforeschoolsreopensoIjustwanna

useitproductively"

me:"Isensealecture"

him:"wipethatsmirkoffyourface,thisislifetime

advice"

me:"yessir"

him:"thisisyourfirstyearinvarsity!youarehearto

study,that'sall.Study,Trina,studythat'sall"

me:"oh-kay"

him:"makebooksyourboyfriendifyouhaveto.I

don'twantyoutolivethelifewelive,wearenotgood

examplesweknowbutyoucanbetterus"

me:"wha-"

him:"infactyouhavetobetterus...Ihavesomething

Iwannatellyou"



Ijustlookedathim...mywordshadnoentrancein

thisconversationatall.

him:"Lizzy...Imetherinherfirstyearofvarsityand

shewasinatightcorner,Ikindarescuedher.in

somewayIwaswrongcozherstudiesbegantolag

behindandnowshe'spregnant"

myjawdropped...

me:"isityourchild"?

him:"Idon'tknow"

me:"whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow"?

him:"shewastwo-timingmewithOceansoIdon't

knowforsure"

me:"Isenseabut"

him:"butIhavetosupportherthroughouttheentire

pregnancyincaseitsmine"



me:"andifitsnot"?

him:"I'lllethergo...thatwillbeaftershe'sgivenbirth

though"

me:"mmh"

him:"enoughboutme,whatI'mtrynashowyouisthat

varsitylifecanbetoughespeciallyforyoufirstyear

studentsBUTyouhavetocommunicatewithusso

wemayhelpyou.Wedon'twantyoutogoastraylike

therestofus"

me:"butyouleadagoodlife,includingLuu"

him:"Lukemaybe,butme?naah"

me:"okay,gotit"

Rangerwalkedin

him:"Majorcalled,hehasatipoff,Beastwantsyouto

handleit"

Marc:"ohkay...we'redonesis"



me:"cool"

theywalkedbackoutside:/ibrushedasidethe

possibilitythatmyownbrothercouldbeagangsta

o.OIdidn'tevenwannathinkofit.Iwalkedback

outsideonlytobumpKutaBeastemnyango

him:"sorry"

me:"nopro'm"

Imadewaysohecanwalkinandmewalkout,I

couldfeelhiseyesdevouringmefrombehindbutI

didn'tturn,insteadIjustwentfurtherontothe

poolsideandcalledmybae

hisphonerangthreetimesthenitstopped.Itried

again,thistimeitrangtwiceandwentoff:oItried

thelasttimeandOvayopickedup



her:"Lara'sphonehowcanIassist"?

me:"canIspeaktohim"?

her:"actuallyno,hesbusywithhisdaughter"

me:"okay"

her:"youdoknowthatuyakuqhathaofhesays

there'sawayaroundthiswholeissue"'

me:"haveablessedChristmasOvayo"

her:"shameyazu-"

Ihungup.

Returnedtotheothersandwehadablast.

-

Theyspenttheentiredaywithus,laterwewashed

thedishes,infactVelaandiwashedthedishesand

packedthemtheguyswereplayingchess.Thenthey

leftthehouselateronintheafternoon...anditwas

spotlessclean:vAsavelawasleftbehind...kanene



uzeKubaby!Wevamoosedtoourroomsndavuka

ndakhululandayovasandangqengqa.Icalledsoso

him:"ntwana"?

me:"hey,usharp"?

him!:"no,I'mpimped,supwitchu"?

me:"can'treachyourbro"

him:"ohhe'skindapreoccupied"

me:"withKamva"

him:"howdidyouknowthough"?

me:"Icalledhisphone,babymommaanswered"

hesighed...

him:"I'lltellhimtocallyou"

me:"sure"



wehungup.Iwaitedformorethan3hours

ndancamandalala.Isleptthroughinfact.Wokeup

thefollowingmorningandtookabath,lotionedmy

bodyandmadethebedthenIironedblackchiffon

shorts,blackandwhitepolkadottedcroptopand

whiteChucksthenItiedmyhairlikeEvediditthe

previousday,tookaslingbagandputmywallet,lip

stuffandphone.Imadesuremyroomwasneatand

tidy,windowsopenedthenIwalkeddownstairsand

mademyselfcerealwithcoldmilkanddriedfruits.I

atefinish,wroteanoteandtooktheGTindahamba.I

didn'tknowwhereIwasdrivingtosoIjustdrove

aroundjozi...justdrovearoundthenIsawaShisa

nyamaIwenttotheparkinglotandparked.Gotout

andwenttogetmyselfatable:)Imademyself

comfortablemntakadadasawaitercametoward

and...whoooogawd!!??!!!

HisbadgewaswrittenVince:

him:"hello,haveyoubeenhelped"?

me:"hiandno"



hesmiled:)warmly

him:"okay,whatwouldyouliketohave"?

heofferedmeamenuandleftme,Ilookedatitfor

sometimethenIliftedupmyhead,oureyesmetand

hecameforward

him:"readytomakeanorderma'am"?\

me:"yes,butwait...doIhavetobraaiitmyself"?

him:"nope,justmakeanorderI'llsortyouout"

me:"ohgood...I'dlikesomepork,sausageandafruit

juice"

him:"that'sall"?

me:"yesanduhm,peri-perisauceplz"

him:"okay"



heleft...myphonerangasthisguyreturnedwithmy

juiceandaglass.Iansweredthephonewhile

openingthejuice

me:"taBeast"

him:"hey,arewestillon"?

me:"yeah"

him:"okay,whattimeisgoodforyou"?

me:"whatevertimeisgoodforyou"

him:"rightnowqhainobausalelekewena"

me:"unfortunatelyI'mnotevenathome"

him:"you'rekidding,uphi"?

me:"someshisanyama"

him:"yho...textmetheplace"

me:"sho"

wehungup,Itextedhimtheplacenameandtooka

coupleofmouthfulskulejuice.Thisguysreturned



withmymeatandheleftmetoenjoyitinpeace.I

ateonefullpieceofpork,ndithendingenakwi

sausagewangenauBeastepholeentlokomntaka

baba

him:"beautifullady"

me:"tabeast...thatwasfast"

him:"Iwalkwithtime"

me:"youmeanwork"?

him:"uuh...whatarewehaving"?

Ididn'tevenanswerhim,heatefrommyplate.We

orderedmoresatyawhilechattingoversomelight

stuffthenhesuggestedweheadfortown:/wasn't

tookeenkemnake

him:"why"?

me:"peoplecouldseeusandgetthewrong

perspectiveofthis"



him:"soyoucareaboutwhatpeoplesay"

me:"yes...no.mxm,thingis,Idon'twantmybrothers

tothinkI'mlookingdownontheiradviceandI

wouldn'tlikebumpingontomyin-lawshere"

him:"in-laws?iwasneverinvitedtoyourwedding"

me:"youknowwhatImean"

him:"whatever...whatdoyousuggestwedo"?

me:"we'lljustdepartkalok"

him:"soearly"?

me:"Ispentmymorningwithyou...itsalmostmidday

now"

him:"itdoesn'tfeellikeitthough"

me:"I'msorrykeboet"

him:"mxxxm...Iwishwecouldspendmoretime

togetherthough"

me:"pitywecan't...youdoknowthatwecan'tdo

anything.you'rebestfriendswithmyelderbrother

san"



him!:"IknowthatbutIcan'tfightwhatI'mfeeling

anymore"

me:"please,I'mbeggingyou"

wesatinsilence

him:"Sibongile"?

me:"mh"?

him:"tellmesomething,emvakokoIwon'tbotheryou

again.Iswear"

me:"okay"

hebreathedandlookedmestraightintheeye...

him:"tellme...istherenohintinyourheart?nohint

atallthatyoualsofeelwhatI'mfeelingtowardsyou"?

:o



me:"erhm...braIhaveaboyfriend"

him:"that'snottheanswerI'mlookingfor"

jongasani,amazwikaLukeabuyaoneaddlaka

MarcndavelandabonabaandinaoptiontuSana...

me:"no"

him:"okaythen,Iwon'tbotheryouagainwiththis"

me:"I'msorry"

him:"don'tbe...youcan'tforceahearttofeelwhatit

don'tfeel"

me:"Ihavetogo"

him:"beforeyougo...let'sgetanicecream...as

friends"

Ijustsmiled...hegotintohiscar,Igotintomineand

wefollowedeachotheroutoftheshisanyamaand

drovetotown.Heboughtmetheicecreamandwe



huggedoutsideSteersndahambandagoduka.Fika

endlinindakhendahlalakulaparkinglotwondering:

whatthehellhappened?didIreallytellhimakhonto

atallthatI'mfeelingforhim?Isulkedandwalked

intothehouse,foundeveandgavehertheicecream

ndaziphosaonthecouch.

her:"yousmellofbraai"

me:"Iknow...where'sLu"?

her:"inhisroom"

me:"thatchickstillhere"?

her:"yep"

-_-

Ijustchangedchannels...myphonerang

me:"hey"?



him:"uhambesafe"?

me:"yeahthanksforasking"

him:"nosweat...canItellyousomething"?

me:"youwilltellmeanyway"

him:"IonlyboughtyouthaticecreambecauseI

knewyouwerelyingwhenyousaidyoudon'tfeel

nothing"

me:"erhhh..."

him:;"don'tanswerme...Iknowthepositionyou'rein.

Won'tforceyouintoanything"

me:"enkosi"

him:"tillnexttime"

me:"ayt"

wehungupandIjustsmiled...guiltmademecall

bhut'baeagainbutthistimeyayastraightKu

voicemail.Ijustdecidedtochill...he'sprobably

spendingXmaswithfamilyandfofrthefirsttime

nomntanakhe.



Myphonerang:DmyfacelitupwhenIsawMishon

thescreen

me:"heybaby"

her:"MERRRYCHREEEESMAS"!

me:"merrymyfriend,howareyou"?

her:"I'mmerriersweety,how'sleJozilife"?

me:"asexpected"

her:"that'sgoodhuh"?

me:"prettygood...notasgoodasrealizingthatmy

friendmademeafool"

her:"yourfriend?who"?

me:"you"

her:"ndilostfriend"

me:"allalongyouknewthatLandilehasumntanano

Ovayo,unanalowawumbuzangayeKuFacebook

akaKamva"?



shewentsilent

me:"wasjustsaying"

her:"I'msorrychomi"

me:"cool"

her:"zamdingafu-"

me:"let'sburythehatchet...thefuturelooks

promisingwecan'tallowthepasttomeddlewithit,I

onlyletitoutbecauseIdon'twantittobea

boundarybetweenus"

her:"I'mreallysorryhey"

me:"ayt...sharpneh"?

her:"byebyeChom"

Ijustlayonthecouchandclosedmyeyes...sowish

IknewwhatwashappeningattheTitusmansion

:(butIwasn'tgonnacallSosoagaincozcacileba



busyakhonechanceyotsulamntakadad.
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AftertheChristmaslunchtheniqqazreturnedto

theirplaceofarrival,indlukaMajorwhichisin

Sowetothenearlymorningonthe26ththeywent

backhome,whenMarcarrivedinhishouseLizzy

wasn'thome.Heknewshe'swithOceanbuthetold

himselftocooldowncozshedidn'tknowthey're

backalready.Hetookouthislaptopandsatdown

withaglassofBlacklabelwhiskeyandtrackedher

down,shewasindeedatOcean'scrib.Hecalledher...

her:"baby"?

him:"babe,hoegaandit"?(how'sitgoing)

her:"goedenjy"(goodandyou)

him:"lekker...hoewasjouXmas"?(howwasyour

Christmas)

her:"lonely"



him:"aawdon'tsulknow"

her:"youdecidedtoleavemeallaloneinthatbig

houseofyours"

him:"thoughtyouwouldmeetacoupleoffriendsin

myabsence"

her:"Idid..butonlytoday"

him:"ooh,sowhereareyounow"?

her:"intownwithmygirls"

him:"mmkay,whattimedoyouthinkyouwillbe

home"?

her:"bydinner...isjyterug"?

him:"yep"

her:"oh...ohokay,I'lltrytobebackbylunch"

him:"notakeyourtimesweety"

her:"okaythanks"

hehungupandjustsatthere...herememberedthe

tipoffmajorgavethemthenheplannedaroundit.It



wasadeliverythatwastogotoMosselBaysothey

hadtomeetitbeforeithitthedeliveryspot.Hedid

thewholeplanandcalledBeasttodiscussit

him:"Polo"?

Marc:"I'mdone,shouldIcomeover"?

him:"noI'mnotaround,youwillhavetoleadthe

team"

Marc:"you'renotaround?whereareyou"?

him:"youdon'thavetoknow"

Marc:"dude,I'msupposedtoheadafuckenheistin

yourabsence"?

him:"youwannachickenout"?

Marc:"noman,plzjusttellmewherethehellareyou

andwhenareyoucomingback"?

him:"I'llbebackonthe31st"

Marcjustflopped...hehadneverledanythingdespite



beingtheclosestoffriendwiththeleader...Beaston

theotherhandhadbeentrainingMarcandRangerto

leadwithouttheirknowledgecozheknewheisnot

omnipresent,hecan'tbeintwoplacesatonce.

him:"you'veseenmedoingthis,Igotfaithinyouand

withRangerbyyoursideyouwillconquer"

Marc:"okay"

him:"prayoverit"

Marc:"gotcha"

theyhungup...Marcwenttothekitchenandmade

chillimeatballswithspaghettiwatya.Heneeded

newstrengthcozthefollowingdayhehadto

introducetheplanandlateronthatdaytheywereto

implementit.HeateupandleftsomeforLizzythen

hewenttothewarehouse...textedtherestofthe

gangtomeetthere.Hedidn'thaveaccesstoenter

likebeastsoheusedtheusualentranceandsatin

hisusualseatwiththeplanwrittenoutplainlyona



spreadsheet.Theguysstartedpouringin,theybegan

theirmeeting...heintroducedtheplanindeepdetail

thentheydeparteduntiltenoclockatnightwhen

theyweresettogatherallweaponsneededand

headouttoMosselBay...obviouslyGuddaledthem

inprayerbeforetheyleft.

-

WhentheyleftJo'burg,Ntandowascalledhomeso

immediatelywhentheirflightlandedinCThe

bookedanothertoEastLondonanditwasapproved

samedaysoheleftjustlikethat.

Youknowmothers?Theywillfakeanyillnessjustto

seetheirsonsinunisonespeciallyinDecember,it

wasnosecretthateveryhouseholdwaswarmer

withallfamilymemberslaughingandcelebrating

togetherespeciallysinceallgrandchildrenwerealso

presentbazobonaumakhulu.Beingamomma'sboy

hedidn'teventhinktwicewhenitcametohis

mother...noteventhebusinessitselfcamefirst.As



soonashelandedinEastLondonhecalledhis

cousinsistersYolandaandAmandasothatthey

meethimintowntodosomeshopping.Theyspent

uptoR5000andreturnedhome...itisalwaysa

jubilantoccasionastheysataroundthetableand

converse

mom:"hehNtando,khawutsho...utshatanini"?

Cve:"yhumakazi,ubhutiatshate?yintsomiemini

leyo"

mom:"hayhaySive,akashwatyulelwangaumntanam

yhini"

Cve:"makazi,ubhutishouldhavemarrieduAnelisa

akanobasatshatangoku"

him:"mh,niyayazbandingayofikanamhlanjemos

ekapa"?

mom:"usobalekiswanguSive"?

him:"nope,Ihavesomebusinessthatneedsmy

attentionsoIcan'treallystaylong"

mom:"uyaphambana!uzohambangempelanyanga"



-_-ohwell.
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Ivowednottobotherthetwinsagain,yesIwilltake

theircallsbutIwon'tcallthemcozitsclearI'mthe

disturbing'sidechick'mvanjeandIwasn'tgonna

stressmyselfngalontoatall.Onthe31stmorningI

wokeupandwentjogging...Ineededthefresh

air,morningbreezebeforeIbeganmyday.Ijogged

for30minutesthenIreturnedbackhome,Velawas

inthekitchenmakingbreakfast

me:"hi"

her:"morning"

Iwentpasther,straighttomyroom.I

showered,cameoutwrappedinatowelandsaton

mybedasIlotionedmybody.Iheardaknock...I

wenttoopenthedoor



me:"Luu"

him:"canIcomein"?

IopenedthedoorwiderandreturnedtowhatIwas

doing.Hesatonthedressingtablechairand

watchedme

her:"sup"?

him:"you'vebeendistant"

me:"oh"

him:"what'sgoingon"?

me:"nothing"

him:"cummonnow,isitAsa?doyoufeel

uncomfortablewithher"?

me:"Idon'treallycareaboutherletalonehermaking

meuncomfortable"

him:"thenwhatisit"?

me:"nothing"



hesignedandleftmyroom.Iworeblacktights,black

vestandflopsthenIwentdowntomakemyself

breakfast:)EvewasawakeIwenttokisshercheek

thenIproceededtothekitchenImadecerealfor

myselfandwenttositwithEve

her:"butshe'smakingbreakfast"

me:"Isaw"

shelookedatme:vstaredatme...

me:"what"?

her:"istheresomethingyou'renottellingme"

Iignoredher

her:"uh-huh!thereis...wheredoyouknowherfrom"?

me:"EastLondon"



her:"where"?

me:"schoolcompetitions..she'smyclosest

competition"

her:"reallynow...butuh-uh,there'smore"

Ilaughedandswitchedtoanotherchannel

shehitmewithapillow

me:"okayfine,youhavetobediscreetaboutthis"

her:"I'lltry"

me:"no,youwilldobetterthanthat"

her:"okayfine!mylipsaresealed"

me:"she'sSoso'sgirlfriend"

her:"who'sSoso"?

me:"myboyfriend'stwin"



herjawdropped!shelookedatme,thenatthedoor

her:"youarekidding"

me:"wishIwas...butthen,whoamItojudgeher"?

her:"ohcutthatcrap,wearebothimperfectbutshe's

two-timingourbrother"

me:"don'tgetinvolved"

her:"likehellIwon't"

me:"Eve,no"

sheburiedherfaceinherhands...Velabrought

continentalbreakfastIjustleftthemtogether

ndayovasaisityasamndabuyandabukelaITVLuke

camebackandindulgedhekepteyeingme

Vela:"awutyiTrina"?

me:"nothanks"

her:"ohcummonbra"



me:"Ijusthadbreakfastincaseyoudidn'tnotice"

her:"itwasjustcereal"

me:"that'senoughforme"

shekeptquietbatya...Eveokoethule.Sosocalled

andmyphonewaschargingngaphaKOAsavelaso

she'stheonewhopassedittome,bythelookonhr

faceshemusthavelookedatthescreen:/

me:"hi"?

him:"hi?wow,that'scold"

me:"isn'tthathowaphonecallisanswered"?

him:"notbyyou"

me:"mh,whatcanIdoforyou"?

him:"haiboSibo"

me:"what"?

him:''whyareyoulikethis"?

me:"likewhatkalok"?



him:"you're...coldanddistant"

me:"blamethekilometers"

him:"oh...lemmeguess,halfhasn'tcalledyouyet"?

me:"youknowhimtoowell"

him:"oh...I'msorryinobaIpho-"

me:"ufunaniSosobra"?

him:"Ijustwantedtoknowhowyou'redoing"

me:"I'mdoingfinethankyou"

him:"okaysharp"

me:"sho"

Ihungupandwentupstairsndaziphosaebhedini...I

kindamissediicallszikaBeastshameatleastzona

GavemecomfortwhenLandilestartedactingoutof

proportionbutthenagain,Ipushedhimaway.Ijust

laytherethinking...maybethebro'sareright.Ishould

justletgoofboysandfocusonmystudies.Atleast

thatisonethingIcanbeproudof...



-

JanuaryIwentformyregistration,thenorientation.

ThenIwaitedforschoolstoofficiallyopen.Lol

umntuwamonlycalledngalaminiyeorientation

me:"low"?

him:"hey,happynewyear"

me:"thanks"

him:"unjani"?

me:"good"

him:"lookbabeIjustwannaapologize"

me:"forwhat"?

him:"I'vebeennegligenttowardsourrelationship"

me:"ohthat"

him:"andIknowImaybeajerkrightnow...Ijust

wantedtospendmoretimewithmydaughterand



thatcameatasacrifice"

me:"mmh"

him:"ndcelauxolobabe"

me:"it'scool"

him:"uhm,howdidtheregistrationgo"?

me:"asexpected"

him:"okay...babendcelasijongepastthis,Isaidthis

beforeandI'msayingitagain,Idon'tloveOvayoIjust

wantedtimewithmydaughter"

me:"Ineveraskedthough"

him:"Iknow..justthatweseemsodistantrightnow"

thankGodIsawVincecomingtowardsme...

me:"Ihavetogo"

him:"plz"

me:"later"



-

Vince:"hey,youlookfamiliar"

me:"mmh...youarethewaiter"?

hesmiledandextendedhishand

Ishookit

him:"thenameisVincent"

me:"Vince,yeahIsawyourbadge...I'mTrina"

him:"soyou'refreshmanhere"?

me:"yep"

him:"well...asaseniorlemmewelcomeyou.Willyou

bestayingattheresthough"?

me:"noIlivenearby"

him:"verygoodmove...Ican'treallyshowyouaround

rightnowbutIcangiveyoumynumber"

me:"huuuuh"?



helaughed

him:"trustme,youwillneedit"

me:"mmkay"

Igavehimmyphoneandhesavedhisnumberthen

calledhimselfanhesavedmyowninhisphone.

him:"seeyouaround"

me:"ayt"

:)ohwellmyorientationdaywentverywell.Iwas

driventoschoolneh?sowhenthedaywasoverI

calledLuketocomeandfetchme:/I'veneverbeen

friendswithpublictransport,letaloneJozitransport.

him:"youdone"?



me:"yeap"

him:"haveyouseenAsavelabyanychance"?

me:"no,whoahwait,she'salsohere"?

him:"that'swhatshesaid"

me:"oh...no"

him:"okayI'llbetherein15minutes"

Ihungup...weehmameeeeeh!!!!thischickbetter

registereresmntakadad.Ienduredenoughofher

inDecemberIcan'tlivewithherforanentireyear

unlessIhadtomoveout:/dramatic?ohwell,just

whatitis.Hecametofetchme,tookmehome

wahambareturnedbacktowork.IfoundEvee

lounge

me:"bigsis"

her:"Lilone...ouch"



shetouchedherstomach...Irantoherandtouched

thesameplace

me:"whatisit"?

her:"thisfreakisplayingfootballinmywomb"

:v

me:"eshe!whereishesupposedtokick"?

her:"thisisashe"

me:"wedon'tneedmoregirlshereplz"

shelaughedatme

her:"sinceyou'rethelittleone"

me:"yes,Iwantitgostaylikethat"

her:"sheseemstolikeyou.,,feelhere"

:)



Thatisonecrazyfeeling.ThisbabywasdramaticI

swear:pfuzemakaziwakhe.Imadeussnacks

satya

me:"baecalled"

her:"whichone"?

me:"IbelieveIhadone"

her:"thatmustbetheTitusguy"

me:"yep...goesonandonabouthowheIsorryblah

blahblah"

her:"youdon'tsoundlikeyou'reintohim"

me:"IthinkI'mintowhatvarsityholdsformenow"

her:"good..cozwhenIdeliverIwantyoutobe

focused"

me:"Iain'tgonnabenonanny"

her:"Iwon'thavesleeplessnightsalonethat'sfor

sure"

:v



me:"youhaveanerve"!!!

her:"ohandtomorrowI'llbeout"

me:"babydaddyisback"?

her:"yep"

me:"mmmh"

shehitmewithapillowIduckedandthrewitbackat

her.
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Onthe30thIwaswokenupnguEveelilarightnext

tomybed

me:"whatthehell"?

her:"I*breathe*IthinkI'mhavingcontractions"

myeyesalmostpoppedoutiftheirsocket,Ijumped

outofbedandworeflops...jongaIleftherbehindad



wentbargingintoLuke'sroomluckilyVelahad

probablysettledatvarsity

him:"andthen"?

me:"Eveishavingcontractions"

him:"what'sthat"?

:o

me:"she'sgonnagivebirthinmyflippenroomifyou

don'tgetuprightnow"

ndamshiya...IwenttoEve'sroomndakhangelaher

bagfilledwitheverythingthatweneededthenIwent

tomyroomfikabencedisanabephuma.Wewalked

downthestairs,theGTiwasamutualchoicesinceit

wasmorespaciousthanthecarMarcwasusing.I

gavehimthekeysandhedroveustothehospital...

Evewastakentothematernityandcheckedhowfar

shewas,theytookherdocumentsanddidblood

checksandallthentheytoldustoleavehersince

shewasstillacoupleofcentimetersaway.Weleft



herpromisinghertoreturnekseni,goodthingitwas

FridayandIhadnoclasskaweekend.Shecalledme

pasttwelveatnight

me:"mh"?

her:"heywakeup"

me:"Eve?hey,haveyou..."?

her:"yeahyouwon"

Iscreamed...thenheldmybreath

me:"ohmygosh!itsaboy"?

her:"yep"

me:"Iloveyou"

shechuckled

her:"okaygoodnight"

me:"kisshimforme"



her:"willdo"

:Dwwhoahmygawd:pIwasstilltheLilsisanyway.

IsleptthroughandwokeupwhenLukeactually

wokemeup

him:"cummongetup,wehavetobeatthehospitalby

ten"

me:"yho..kay"

heclosedthedoorandleft.Iwokeup,mademy

bed,showered,gotdressedandskippedmyatdown

thestairsandcaughthimeatingcerealoutofthe

box:/

me:"arghman"

him:"ready"?

me:"duh"



him:"younoteating"?

me:"lostmyappetite"

Iheadedtohiscar...hecamewithaglassof

milk,gulpeditdownandgotinwaphephethekaukuya

esbhedlele.Wecheckedin,andwereshownher

room.Shewasbreastfeedingherbabyaswewalked

towardstheirbed

her:"hey,lookwho'shere"

him:"helookssosmall...canI"?

shegavehimashesatonthechairnexttothebed

sayingsweetnothingstohim.

me:"howyoufeeling"?

her:"numb...andI'mhungry"

me:"yho,wedidn'tbringyouanyfood"



her:"y'allarecruelyouknowthat"

:/

me:"Luu"?

him:"huh"?

me:"Ineedmoneytobuyyoursistersomethingto

eat"

him:"mysister?hehyouarehilarious"

hegavemhiswallet...Itooktheentirewalletalong

withcarkeysthenndahambandayothengelauEve

ukutya.OnmyreturnIgotacallfromSoso:vI

rejecteditstraight.ain'tgotnotimefordrama,not

nowatleast.Iwalkedbacktotheward,gaveher

ukutyakwakhesakhesahlalauntilwewere

practicallythrownoutbythenurses:vwehad

overstayedourwelcome.WewentbackhomeandI

wentonlinejustforinterestsakeandboywasI

shocked:oLwandisohadwrittenastatus:"my



cousinLDhasjustreceivedhisfirstbundleofjoy...

niqqaisadad"heeemntakadad!Ilookedatthe

picture:'(ndavelandatyhafa...likereally?Luke

walkedinandpinchedme,Isquirmed:/

him:"whatchangedyourmood"?

me:"Idon'tknowifI'mright...but"

him:"comeon,letitout"

me:"Ithinkthebabydaddyismyboyfriend'scousin"

him:"youmeanEve'sbabydaddy"?

me:"yep...Ijustsawthis"

Igavehimmyphonewahleka

him:"thenwhat'stheproblem"?

me:"he'sthereasonmyboyfriendbrokeupwithhis

ex"

him:"uh-oh"?



me:"yep...andmeain'tgon'tellEveunlessTHEY

cometoseethechild"

him:"mmh...wait,didyousayboyfriend"?

me:"didI?Idon'tthinkso"

hechuckled

him:"Ihopeyourmindissetforvarsity...notmen"

me:"yessir"

hetookaremotecontrolandchangedchannels.

Landilecalledme

me:"mh"?

him:"hey,uright"?

me:"ndisharp.wena"?

him:"I'mgreat...there'ssomethingIwannaaskyou"



me:"fireaway'

him:"doesyoursisterhaveababy"?

Ikeptquietforawhile...calculatingeverything

me:"soloLwandongulowakokwenu?holyshit"!

him:"oohgaawdnoo!soitisEveSmith"

me:"mxm,Idon'tknowwhyI'mshockedcozitsclear

yallarethesamephakokwenu"

him:"babyplzdon't"

me:"canIaskyouafavorthough"?

him:"anything"

me:"let'sjustpretendweneverdated...justnje"

him:"you'rebreakingupwithme"?

me:"hahahadoyouhonestlybelieverightnowwe

areinarelationship?likeareyouforeal"?

him:"Iknowwe'vebeendistantbutwecanworkit

out"



me:"maybeIdon'twannaworkitoutyouknow"

him:"youdon'tmeanthat"

me:"youdon'tknowmethatwellbaby"

Ihungup:)

Ijustwenttothekitchenandmademyselfsome

foodhayngekheIneededsomefillup.
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ImadefoodndayohlalanoLuke...mindyou,Ididn't

makeforhim.

him:"where'smine"?

me:"kitchen"

hemovedcloserandatefrommyplatewellIsulked

butlethimbe.IreceivedacallfromFaith:/



me:"mmlow"?

dammitIstillhasn'tswallowed

her:"hellobabygirl,howareyou"?

me:"Iamgoodthanks,you"?

her:"I'mgreatuhm...I'dliketotalktoyouifyou'renot

toobusy"

me:"okay"

her:"itsaboutKamva"

me:"Ovayosdaughter"?

her:"yeah...look,IknowI'malsopartandthereason

whyyouwerenevertoldabouther"

me:"youdon'thavetoexplainyourmotives"

her:"noIwanttobecauseIknowithasputastrainin

yourrelationshipwithmyson"



ndathulakemna

her:"Iamtheonewhosuggestedshebekepta

secretsincenotatawalaphaneverapprovedofher,I

amsorry"

whatwasItosay?

her:"plzsaysomething"

me:"Iactuallyhavenothingtosay...Imean,ohwait

canIaskyouaquestion"?

her:"plz"

me:"withallduerespect,doyoualwaysmeddlewith

yoursonsrelationships"?

Lukechokedonhisfood:vIjustsmiledathim

wahleka



her:"no,no.Ijustfeelresponsibleregardingthisone"

me:"mmh"

her:"amongeverygirlthathe'severdatedyoumade

himhappy...Ican'tbrushasidethehurtIsawinhim

yesterdaywhenIarrivedhere.plzIambeggingyou...

tryandpatchthingsup.Ovayoisnotathreat"

me:"I'msorry...butIcan't.Heknowsthis"

her:"Trinaplz....Ihateseeingmysonlikethis"

me:"wellIwouldn'twishhimtohurtanywayjustthat

Ican'treallysacrificemyownlifeandhappinessfor

him"

her:"tellmesomething,doyoulovehim"?

Ikeptquiet...mntakadad,Ican'tjuststoplovinghim

:/butno.Nope.

her:"Trina"

IlookedatLuke...ndaphakamaandwenttothe

kitchenndahlalaonthekitchencounter



me:"Ilovehim,Ijustcan'tbesecondbestallofa

sudden"

her:"thenwhydon'tyoufightforyourlove"?

me:"itgoesbothways...hedoesn'tgiveadamn,I

keepnagging?noIcan'tdothat"

her:"Ibelievehelovesyoutwobutheisstillexcited

abouthavingKamvawithhimforthefirsttimein

twoyears.Surelyyoucanrelatetothat"

haha!reallynow?

me:"actuallyIcan't,butkeI'dratherlethimbondwith

hisbabyandbabymommathaninvolvemyselffully

knowingIhavenopartinhislife"

her:"don'tsaythat"

me:"okaylet'ssettlethisfairly.Wouldyouwantyour

owndaughtertobewithamanwhohasachildand

isstillhunguponhisbabymomma?"



her:"buthe'sn-"

me:"plzanswerthequestion"

her:"no"

me:"wouldyouwantyourowndaughtertomakea

manhappydespitebeingupsetinthatrelationship"?

her:"no"

me:"mmh...sohowdoyouexpectmetodoallof

this"?

shesighed...

her:"I'msorry"

me:"mmkay"

her:"haveagoodday"

me:"thankyou"

Ihungupandreturnedtomybrother...



him:"thatwasheated"

me:"myex'smom"

him:"don'ttellmeshe'sbeggingforhim"

me:"yougotit"

heburstoutlaughing...Ijoinedin,Maraitspathetic

hle.

him:"I'mkindagladhe'sanexnow"

me:"don'tgettooexcitedbun"

him:"oohgawdniqqayoubecomingabitch

now,pardonthepun"

:v

me:"niqqadon'tblamemeforthis...youknowyour

niqqazwannataponthisish"

him:"woooohniqqayoubeconfident!

Treeeennnnalique"!!!



hahahaha:v

me:"dude,I'magirl"

him:"I'myourbrotheryoufreak"

me:"Iknowyoumoron"

hehitmewithapillow,Iranaway...headedupstairs

justtoclearmyheadcoznyhanFaithundmoshele

iminingalecall.

-

Lwandisocalledndisangqengile...

me:"hello"?

him:"thoughtyouwouldn'tpickup"



me:"sup"?

him:"unjanikuqala"?

me:"ndirightwena"?

him:"ndisharp...Idon'treallylikehowthingsare

betweenus"

me:"Iknow...I'msorry"

him:"I'msorrytoo"

me:"friends"?

him:"haha!yeah...okay,ndizokbonanamhlanje"

me:"huh"?

him:"I'monmywayovertherewithmyniqqa

sizobonaumntana"

me:"umntana"?

him:"Lwando?mycousinhasababy,bornyeaterday

orratherthismorning"

me:"canItellyousomething"?

him:"thatthebabymommaisyoursister,yepIknow"

me:"yho"



him:"goodexcusetoseeyou"

me:"butsendivelanje"

him:"youcancomeagainmos...foryourfriend"?

me:"kayke"

him:"good,soukwesiphiisebhedlela"?

me:"Jo'burggeneral"

him:''ayt...willcallya"

me:"shot"

wehungup...mmhIjustlaytherelookingup.New

year,noboys.hopeIcanreallykeepthatresolution:/
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Lukewalkedinandsatontheedgeofmybed

me:"warrup"?

him:"whatshouldwebringEve?itsalmostlunch"



me:"firstthingsfirst,didyoutellthefolks?Keri?

Marc"?

him:"itsnotmyduty"

me:"you'rekidding"

him:"I'mforreal...shewillhavetotelleveryoneand

explaintoeveryoneeverything"

me:"you'rejustbeingpetty"

him:"youthink?no,don'tanswerthat.Getup,let's

cooksomethingforher"

Igotupwithmyphoneandwalkedbehindhimaswe

wenttothekitchen,Ipluggedinmyphone,turnedup

thevolumeandwehumpedandbumpedtoclassic

hiphop:)Biggie,G-Unitandthelikes.Imade

muffins,hemademeatballsandspaghettithenwe

packedthemintodifferentcontainersthenintoa

minicoolerbagandweleft.Safikabengekafikioo

"Titus"andEveandherbabywereasleepsowejust

satthereandwatchedthemsleepIplayedmusic

cozIhadheadsets(earphones)onandhewasbusy



onhisphone.Mntakadad,ndivengoSosofroma

distancendamhlekaLukelookedatmequizzically

me:"ohman,thatniqqawillneverchange"

him:"who"?

me:"listen"

welistened.Lolndabonangayeselehleka:v

him:"whoisthisguy"?

me:"oneoftheTitusboys"

him:"whatishedoinghere"?

ndamjonga:ohedroppedit

Theywalkedin...Soso,andtwootherguys.They

greeted



Soso:"uh-huh!weeehsisbae"?

:vIstoodupandwehugged

me:"Luu,thisisSosoorratherLwandiso

Titus,ntwanathisismybrother,Luke"

theyfistbumped

Soso:"okaythisisLwandoandthesearehisbrothers

LundiandLuyolo"

me:"like...nonkeatyourhousehavetotakethe'L'

letter"

theyalllaughed,includingLuke.Evewokeupand

waskindashocked,haymaybesurprisedtoseeallof

us.

me:"heysleepyhead"



her:"hey...oh,Lwando"

him:"hey,canIholdhim"?

shelookedatLuke:vthenclearedherthroat,I

pretendednottoseeheratall.LDmusthavegotthe

cluecozuyewateketisanjeumntanaekunina.

me:"ohwebroughtyoufood"

her:"I'mdyingofhunger,thankyou"

Soso:"Tee,khand'khaphesani"

me:"siyaphi"?

him:"cummon"

me:"I'llbeback"

ndatshondijongeuLuke,hejustnodsahambano

Soso.Weactuallywenttotheparkinglot,heopened

theboottotheircarandtookoutaplasticbagand



cametowhereIwas,atadustyoldbenchnearthe

wallsthensahlalanjepha

HegavemeapacketofRomansCreamsinmint-

chocolatethenhetookapacketofLaysinbalsamic

vinegar.

him:"youknowImissedyou"

Ismiled:)

him:"Ikindafeelbadabouthowthingsended

betweeny'all"

me:"don't"

him:"butnotentirely"

me:"huh"?

helaughed



him:"dude,IwarnedhimakamamelawhatwasI

supposedtodo"?

me:"oohawamdixelelamna"?

him:"thatwould'vebeenbetrayalthough"

me:"hahaha!utsho"?

him:"thoughIthinkIwannabetrayhimrightnow"

me:"hopeI'mnotinvolvedkesan"

him:"udeepkebaby"

me:"asozeSosoIdon'twantdramainmylifengoku"

him:"Ibringdrama"?

me:"youknowwhatImean"

him:"yeahbutbabe"

me:"Sosoplzsani,I'mokaywithusbeingfriendsonly

cozweareprovincesapart"

him:"lefriendshipyethuizophelelaefouninnah"?

me:"duh,unlesskesisemontisobabiniatoncethen

thatsadifferentstory"

him:"mmkay"



sahlalaandemptiedthatwholeplasticdownour

throats,Iwascalmyaz:/didn'twannaadmititbutit

feltgoodjusttochillwithsomeoneelsebesides

theseSmithfreaks...LolIwantedtoaskngoAsavela

:vbutIdecidednotto.LuketextedthatIshould

returnwe'releaving...

me:"Iuhm,havetogo"

him:"sosoon"?

me:"bigbrother"

him:"ayt,it'sgoodtoseeyouman"

me:"likewise"

wehuggeditoutandheescortedmetowhere

Luke'scarwas,ItextedLuutellinghimI'malready

waitingforhimatthecarwaphumanyhani

sagoduka.



uLukengophephethekaendleleninkosiyam!

me:"dudewhat'stherush"?

him:"IforgotIhaveadate"

me:"withVela"?

him:"no"

ndamjongandavelandaphelayintsini

him:"whyyoucrackingupnow"?

me:"whyareyouplayingsomeone'sdaughter"?

him:"she'stheoneplayingmebaby,putonyourseat

belt"

hahaIdidexactlythat...

him:"AsaisjustaFreshmanatvarsity,likeyouIthink



shewilldobetterinherstudiesthanwithmen"

me:"you'rekidding"!

him:"IwasLukebeforeshewasborn,Iknowagold

diggerwhenIseeone...justthatshe'saprettyone

withofcozalotofgoodtalents"

me:"eewTMIman"

hechuckledanddrovefaster...

wereachedthedriveway,Igotoutandhedroveoff

ndahambandayongenaendlinindedwa

-

-

ndifikanjeendlinikwangenaIcallfromLandile

me:"mustbemyluckyday"

him:"whatchumean"?

me:"alltheTituspeopleberingingmelikea

mashonisamtchanam"



him:"oh,Ididn'tknow"

me:"sup"?

him:"Ijust...Idon'tknowwhattosayyazi"

me:"unemaliyodlalantwana,callingmethenudon't

knowwhattosay"

him:"Iwantustofixthings"

me:"youandwho?Ovayo"?

him:"babyndiyakucela"

me:"Ithinkwe'vebeenthroughthisLaamfethu,plz

don'tdothis"

him:"Ican'taffordtolooseyou"

me:"butyoucan'taffordtolooseyourchildtoo"

him:"Iknowthat"

me:"thengetmeoutofyoursystemforweboth

knowOvayowillalwaysbebaggageandIcan'tdeal

withher.Idon'twannadealwithher.Idon'twantno

dramaplzsaniI'mbeggingyoustopthisshit.leave

mealone,focusonyourkid,focusonyourstudies.

patchthingswithOvayoI'msureshe'lllovethat,just



leavemealone"

him:"Iwon't.I'msorrybutIdon'tleaveyoualoneuntil

I'mconvincedthatthere'snomorehopeforus"

me:"yho"

Ijustthrewmyphoneonthecouch...hebetternot

pitchinJozirightnownjengbaingathbayasindwa

yimali!Dammityou'dsweartheyhaveaprivatejetor

something...nx!
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Okayaftereverythinghappened,TheTitusniqqaz

returnedhome,EvegotoutofthehospitalandKeri

cametoJo'burgsinceschoolswereopeningpretty

soon.Itwasnicehavingheraround,she

cleaned,cookedanddideverythingelseinthehouse

whilewewereatschoolthinasibuyasiphekeIdinner

qha

ThisfaithfuldayI'mwalkingaroundcampusfrom



classjusttoclearmyhead...IbumpontoVela-_-

she'snotmycuppateaandsheknowsitbutshe

keepsstuffingmyfacewithhershit

Her:"heeyTrina,waitup"

Ijustcametoahaltwithouteventurningtolookat

hersinceshewasbehindme.shereachedme

heavingforbreath,Ijustsmiledpolitely,Itriedhey

thenwewalkedtotheparkinglotsinceIwasdriving

theGTikaLukeandEvewasdrivingKompressorka

Keri

Her:"hey,usharp"?

Me:"yep,you"?

Her:"thewayoscarcengayoitslikewe'renotinthe

samecampus"

Ididn'tknowwhattosaykeyaz..soIjustchuckled



andopenedmycar

Her:"okay,Iknowwe'veneverbeenbestoffriends"

Me:"good"

Her:"butthatdoesn'tmeanwecan'tbefriends

now,buildfriendship.Neh"?

Me:"Idon'tknowhey"

Her:"cummon,we'rebothfamiliarwitheachother

andwe'rebothfreshmanheresoitwon'thurt

chattingonceinawhile"

Me:"that'stheproblem..chatting,whatexactlyarewe

gon'chatabout"?

Shesighed...kindasoundingdefeated

Her:"IknowI'mtheonewhohasneverreallybeen

nicetoyou,IrememberthefirstdayIheardorrather

sawyouwithLaraIwa-"



Me:"lookVela,webothknowwedon'tlikeeachother

heresothatisoutoftheway.However,itisnot

entirelythemainreasonwhyIcan'tbefriendswith

you"

Her:"oh"

Me:"youaretwo-timingmybrotherforgoodness

sake!Idon'twannamentionSosoke,sowhatexactly

arewegonnachatabout"?

Her:"ohcummon,don'tbringSosointothis"

Me:"whichiswhyIsaidIdon'twannamentionhim"

her:"kantiwhatexactlyishappeningbetweeny'all?

Don'ttellmeyoufancyhim"

Me:"notallofusarelikeyoudarling"

Her:"nowyou'reoutofline"

Me:"really"?

Her:"ifyouwerealsoinmypositionyouwoulddo

exactlywhatI'mdoingsoplzstopwiththis

righteousnessactokay"?

Me:"wrong.I'mnot'acting'righteousnoramI



actuallyrighteousatallbutI'mjustpointingoutthe

obvious"

Her:"wellIneverapproachedyourbrother,hecame

tomesoIwon'tbeblackmailedbyyoungento

ongangenindawokuyo"

Me:"good"

Igotinsidethecar,warmedtheignitionandlefther

standingrightthere...schoolwasn'tout,Iwas

supposedtobeonlunchsoIheadedtola

ShisaNyamayangalaminiImadeaorderyetwo

pieceporkandchipsndathegaisonkanejuice

ndahlalaphandatya

IwasbusyonmyphonewhenIfeltsomeone's

presence,Ilookedupandwaswelcomedbythat

samesmileIhadseenthefirsttimeIcamehere

Me:"uhm..Vince"?

Him:"Tee,youseemtolikeyourmeathuh"?



Me:"onlywhenitsthisgood,joinme"

Him:"uhm..."(Hecheckedhiswatchandlookedat

thebarwhichwasalsokuleShisaNyama,thenhe

pulledachair

Him:"Ihavetenminutes"

Me:"mmh,soyouworkhere"?

Him:"yeah"

Me:"howdoyoumaketimethough,seeingthat

varsityisalwaysbusy"

Him:"wellitsmythirdandhopefullyfinalyear,I'mnot

asbusyasyouwillbe"

Me:"luckyfish"

Him:"thatGTiyours"?

Iturnedandlookedatthecar,smiling

Me:"no,mybrother's"



Him:"mmh,he'skind"

Ilaughed...hehadhislipspursedsomehowwhenhe

saidthat:v

Him:"Ihavetominutestogoandchangeso,seeyou

around"

Me:"okay"

Hesmiledandgotup,disappearedbehinda

steel/ironmassivedoor.Icontinuedwithmymeal

thenheadedbacktocampus.Iwaslatetooneclass

butmydaywentwell.AfterclassIheadedhome...

Ibathedalongscentedbathandcameouttolotion

mybodyonmybed.Myphonerangsomewhere...I

searchedandfounditinsidemybag:)myheart

jumpedatthesightofwhatIsawbutthenIpinched

myself.Ikeptonsaying'there'snothingthere.Hold

yourself,thereisabsolutelynothingthere'Irepeated

thatforaboutthreetimesthenIanswered



Me:"tabeast"?

Him:"someoneisinajollymood"

Me:"blamevarsity"

Him:"howzitgoing"?

Me:"verywellthankyou"

Him:"madeanynewfriends"?

Me:"erh...No,notyet"

Him:"mmh,betterchooseemwiselyyoumightbein

varsitybutyou'retooyoungtogoclubbinglikeall

thesestudents"

Me:"heee!Hewethu,haveyoubeentakingnotesfrom

mybrother"?

:vheburstoutlaughing...myheartmelted#hides

Him:"noman,itsjustthehonesttruth.Varsityis

fun,butitcanruinyouifyou'restupid"

Me:"oohsoyouthinkI'mstupid"?



Him:"doesitmatterwhatIthink"?

Me:"mmmh...nope,itdoesn't"

Him:"mythoughtexactly...Anyway,Ijustcalledto

sayHi"

Me:"Iappreciatethatman"

Him:"awsazenzimdala"

Me:"ndimncincike"?

Him:"waaaytoyoung"

Me:"youcanneverrepeatwhatjustsaid"

Hechuckled...Iwaswaitingforhimtorepeatit:v

damitqhalomntuuklevanyhani.

Him:"babybaby!Don'tgetittwisted,melovingyou

hasnuntahdowithage...ndikuthandadespitebeing

olderthanyou,atleastI'mnotuptoMrSmith"

Nowwasmyturntolaugh



Me:"ooh,okayIguessyou'reright"

Him:"sharpkeneh"

Me:"shobra"

Webothhungup...Ilookedatmyscreenforsome

time:)Lolamessagecamethrough:

*Vince*

'Hau,awushonganiukuthiusuyakhamba?Mina

ngiyaphumangiyabhekaawsekho'

Icalledhim...

Him:"uh-huh"

Igiggled

Me:"I'msorryman,Iwasrunninglateforclass"

Him:"what'sworseisthatIhadmadeyoumyspecial

cocktail"

Me:"ooh?Okay,thatmeansIshouldreturnsoon



mos"

Him:"plzdo,youbrightenupthisplace"

#blush...Iclearedmythroat

Me:"notmakinganypromisesbutI'lltrymy

best,maybeIwillbringmysisteraswell"

Him:"themorethemerrier"

Me:"IguessI'mforgiventhen"

Him:"you'reonparole"

Yhoandayohleka:v:v

Me:"okay,okay"

Him:"sharp"

Me:"sho"

Hauthisguythough:vIlaymyphoneonthepillow

andwenttotheclosettosearchforclothing,Itook

bumshortsandsportsbra:Ditwaspermitting,



weather-wisethenIworeflopsandtookmyphone

downstairs...AsIwalkeddown,nankokeunyanaka

Titusefouna

Me:"Lara"?

Him:"ndcelaukubonangeweekend"

Me:"ndiphililekakhuluunjaniwena?Ohnever

mind,ubusithinike"?

Hesighed...wentsilentforawhile

Me:"I'mkindabusyandIdon'thaveheadsetsnearby

sondicelasincedanemntakwethuuthethefast"

Him:"okay,canIplzseeyouthisweekend"?

Iwasnowinthekitchenwarmingmygreenteaand

takingfoodfromthefridge



Me:"why"?

Him:"plz"

Me:"awphendulimbuzo"

Him:"thereisalotIwannaclearbetweenus,plz

baby"

Me:"yhoundenzelaboredomshamewena"

Him:"plz"

Me:"okay"

Him:"I'lltextyoudetailsFriday"

Me:"kay"

Ihungup,tookmyfoodtothekitchenndathatha

umntanandateketisa...Myphonerangagain...

Me:"mybirthdayistenmonthsdowntheline"

Him:"IknowbutIwante-"

Me:"youknow?How"?



Hesighed...

Him:"howmanytimesmustItellyouinto

xandiyifunandiyayifumana"?

Me:"ooohmxm!Whatever,sowassupthistime"?

Him:"I'llbeinJo'burgthisSaturday"

Me:"aaaand"?

Him:"wouldlovetogotothatShisaNyamaofyours...

Withyouofcoz"

me:"taBeastbra"

Him:"asfriends...NostringsattachedIpromise"

Me:"uzobeephiuMarcandtherest"?

Him:"theyain'tcoming,I'lltheretocheckonmy

businessinterestssoIcouldreallyneeda

breather,withabeautifulladyasabonus"

Me:"ndimncinciremember"?

Him:"ohsorry,mybad"



Me:"okay"

Him:"okayasinyouwilljoinme"?

Me:"okayasinIwillthinkaboutit"

Him:"that'sgoodenoughforme"

Me:"ayt...nowplz,whateveryouwannasayafterwe

hangup...writeitdownandcallngomso"

Him:"uh-huh!Anexcusetohearmyvoicetwodaysin

arow"

Ismiled...Kerinoticed,Iblushedandlookedaway

Me:"don'tflatteryourself,I'mactuallyfedupngoku"

Him:"tellthattosomeonewhocaresntwana"

Me:"okay,let'sbounce"

Him:"shoot"

Wehungup...

Keri:"newboyfriend"?



Me:"nope"

Her:"potentialmaybe"?

Me:"uh-uh...he'sjustafriendsis"

Icontinuedwithmyfood,rinsedtheplatesthenI

wenttochillwiththelittleone...he'ssocutethough:)

Iwasobsessedwithhischeeksman,chubby.
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Keri:"Trina"?

Me:"sis"?

Her:"tellmesomething,areyoustillavirgin"?

:vbhuawah???

Me:"erh...yes"

Her:"keepitthatwayuntilyou'reready"

Me:"Iplanto"

Her:"don'tallowpressurenorpursuitchangeyour

mind,you'resmart"



Me:"yesma'am"

Evewalkedin,shecametoherson:)Iwentupstairs.

-

-

MarchadbeengivingLizzythesilenttreatment

latelyanditwasstrainingtheirso-calledrelationship

butbeinga'man'hehad'needs'astheywouldsay

sothisnightMarcwasoutonaheist,theoneBeast

lethimlead.Theydidagoodjobandreturnedhome

withtheentiremerchandizewhichpleasedmy

brotherbecausethoughhehadnofaithin

himself,theteamgavehimthebenefitofthedoubt

andthat'showtheyconqueredandtriumphedin

theirnightofhustling.

PleasedwithhimselfandtheLilsuccesshehad

achievedhereturnedhomepastfourinthemorning

andfoundhisgirlsleepingpeacefully...Heshowered

andgotinbed,sheshiftedsleepyandaccidentally



landedonhischest.Foronceinalongtimehetook

agoodlookatherpaleface

Him:"I'msorrybaby"

ShemoanedaLil,hestrokedhairoutofherface,she

openedhereyeslightlyandwassurprisedwhenshe

sawthepositionshewasin,beforeshecouldsaya

wordhekissedherfullonthelips,lethistonguedo

theintroductionwhilehishandswrotethebodyof

thisuntitledessay.Shemeltedinhishotgraspand

responded,herentirebodyneedingtheattentionit

wasfamiliarwithyethadbeendistancedtoforso

long.Shepulledhisheadmuchmoreclosertohers

astheysankdeepintheoceanoflust...hegrabbed

hernightieandpeeleditoffherbody,hands

roaming,touchingandgrabbingallreachableareas.

Shemoaneddeepdownherthroatassheallowed

heremotions,feelings,soulandeverythinginherto

connectwithhissoul.



Him:"babyI'msorry"

Her:"babyplznotnow...just"

Shepulledhisheaddowntohersandtheykissed,a

signthatshewasashungryandthirstyforthisashe

was.Herhandsreachedthehemofhisboxersbut

heremovedthem,indisappointmentshestopped

kissingandlookedathim

Him:"don'trush"

Withthathislipscurveditswaydownher

throat,downherbreastsandheopenedhismouth

andsuckledonthenipplesmakingthemmuch

harderastheywere.Hermoansmotivatedhimtogo

further...Thebumpwasgrowing,thoughitwasslow

butitwasindeedgrowing.Hekissedpastitand

reachedthemoundthenhetookabreath...

Foramomenttherehismindracedbackto



Ocean...insteadofcontinuingwithhisshit,hejust

kneeledbetweenherlegsandwentdeepwithout

evensofteningherup.Shescreamedinshockagony

buthecontinuednonetheless...asshescreamed,to

hisearshe'shearinghercallingOcean,motivating

himtokeepgoingsohewentonandonuntilhe

spilledallhissoldiersinsideherthenhejustleftthe

bedandwentbacktotheshower.Deepinsidehe

knewhehadhurther...

Wasn'thisintentionbutithappenedaltogether.By

thetimehecameout,shehadcleanedthebed:o

kwangelaxesha?Shehadreplacedthelinenandshe

wasbathing,hejusttookhislaptopandwentto

sleeponthecouch.

Bymorning,shewokeupandmadebreakfast...He

bathed,woreblackskinnyjeans,whitemusclehug

roundneckT-shirtandwhiteAdidassneakers.He

cameoutandthetablewassetalready

Her:"breakfastisserved"



Him:"I'mnothun-"

Her:"plz,canwejusthavethemostimportantmeal

ofthedaywithoutfighting"?

Hesighedandsatdown,theysaidgraceholding

handsthentheydugin...halfwaythroughthemealhe

lookedather,studiedherthenputhisforkdown

Her:"youdon'tlikethefood"?

Him:"itsgreat...butwhat'supwitchu"?

Her:"nothing"

Him:"Lizplz,talktome"

Shegulpeddownamouthfulofjuiceassheavoided

hiseyes.

Him:"Lizzy"?

Her:"Iuhm,phewGodknowsIhatedoingthisbutI



havenootheroptions"

Him:"doingwhat?Whatareyoutalkingabout"?

Her:"Ihaven'tregisteredforschool"

Him:"what"?

Shedroppedherspooninshock,hisvoicewasabit

risen:/

Him:"I'msorry"

Her:"itscool"

Him:"howmuchdoyouneed"?

Her:"itsfourpointfive"

Him:"canIgowithyou"?

Her:"itsnotnecessary,Iknowyou'rebusy"

Him:"I'llbebusyafterwards,getdressedthenwe'll

go"

Her:"thankyoubabe"



Hejustsmiled,sheevenstoppedeatingandwentto

prepare.Heclearedthetable,washedthedishesand

waitedonthecouchsmokingoka...Shewastaking

time,hecalledontoher

Her:"almostdone"

Him:"you'renotgoingtosomepageantokay"

Her:"yessir"

Afterfifteenmoreminutesshecameoutwearinga

softpinkshortdress,whitesandalsandhadawhite

bag.Hesmiled

Her:"youseemtoapprove"

Him:"it'syou...simple"

ShesmiledandtheywalkedtohisRangeRover,he



openedthedoorforherandtheydrovetoUCTtoget

herregistered.Afteralongandtiringdayatthe

universityhetookheroutforsomegoodfoodat

GrandeRochehotel,Bosmanrestaurant.

Her:"youdidn'thaveto"

Him:"Iwantedto...I'msorryaboutthismorning,inthe

bedroom"

Her:"canwenotgothere"

Him:"Lizplz,wecan'tpretendlikewe'reokaywhen

webothknowwe'renot"

Awaitresstooktheirorderandleft

Him:"doyoulovehim"?

Her:"no"

Him:"thenwhat?WhydidyougotohimafterIfound

out?Whatisitthatattractsyousomuchinhim"?



Shesighed...underneathsheknewsheshouldhave

knownthisdaywouldcome.

Her:"itwasjustaninfatuationbaby,Iloveyou,Ocean

wasjust..Idon'tknowhowtoputit"

Him:"thenwhydon'tIbelieveyou"

Her:"iwenttoOceanthesecondtimebecauseI

wantedtocheckonhim,there'snothinggoingon

now"

Him:"mxm"

Her:"baby...whywouldIleaveyouforhim?You've

beentherewhenIwasalone,youtookcareofme

whenIneededitthemost...Iloveyou,andIpromise

youIwilldoanyhiyngtomakethisrelationshipwork

becauseIknowI'mtheonewhoruinedit"

Thefoodcame,heindulged..sheonlyfollowedafter

acouplemoreswallows.



Him:"IloveyouLiz...justthatIdon'ttrustyou

anymore.YouknowOwaslikeabrother"

Her:"IknowandI'msorrytobetheonewhobroke

thebrotherhoodbabe"

Him:"eatup...Ihavesomewheretobe"

Well...owasekhayaumntuakathethitoomuch

especiallywhenhefeelshismusclestighteningup

velawazithatheisindeedangry.

-

-

IwasactuallylookingforwardtothisdatenoLaaI

lovethatniqqasomuchevenifIcouldacttoughon

thephonebutIknowwhenheworkshischarm,I

meltlikechocolatesonahotplate.Iwaitedfor

LandiletocallonSaturdaybutnope,akafouna.By

lunchtimeBeastcalled



Me:"bhut'Ntando"

Hechuckled:v

Him:"Misssmith,uready"?

Me:"uhm....kinda"

Him:"theanswershouldbeyesorno"

Me:"okayndcelanjeI20minutes"

Him:"mmkay,you'llmeetmeatthespotke"

Me:"sharp"

Ichangednalooutfitbendizoyinxiba...WithLaaIcan

dressanyhowbutwithBeastIhavetobevigilant

andsmartangathiItemptedhimwithmydressing..

Iworenavyjumpsuitwithcreamsandalsanda

creamGuccibagfromKeri:vIain'tthatkindamoney

justyetmos.Iwalkeddownstairs...Mind

you,everyoneishome...itsSaturday.FirstpersonI

meetasIlandedwasbrotherbear>_<



Him:"welookingbeautiful"

Me:"itsnottoomuch"?

Him:"no,itssubtle"

Me:"thankyou...Ineedfuelplz"

HegavemeR500

Me:"thanks"

Him:"mayIask"?

Me:"notallowed"

Helaughedandletmebe.
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Idrovetothegarage,filledupthenstraighttothe

spot.Hewasbraaingforhimself:oIwalkedto

wherehewas,hesawmeandwalkeduptomeebile

emanzi...ohhewaswearingblackjeans,Jordan



sneakersandanapronqha!Iclearedmythroatand

fixedmyeyesonhisface,nowhereelse

Him:"hey"

Me:"...hi,whyareyouuhm,wearingthis"?

Him:"isn'titobvious"?

Ismiled,Iwalkedtoatableenentozakhe,laptops

openedandphonesjustlyingtherehepulledachair

fornendahlala.Awaitresscametous

Her:"hi,haveyoubeenassistedsir"?

Him:"I'mgoodCleothusaausio"

Shelookedatmesmilingreadywithapenandpad

Me:"mangojuiceonlysisi"

Her:"comingrightup"



Sheleft,ndashiyekandijongeloh!

Me:"whyareyoubraaingforyourself"?

Him:"becauseIwantto"

Me:"oh"

Him:"youlookbeautifulbytheway"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"lemmecheckonourmeat,ndiyabuya"

Ijustsmiledinagreement,heleftthetable.Icalled

Landileandhepickedup

Him:"babe,I'msorry"

Me:"somethingcameup"?

Him:"yeahbutwe'restillmeetingkwanamhlanje"

Me:"mmhwhereuat"?



Him:"I'mhereinJozibutndsebusykancinci"

Me:"kay"

Him:"I'llcallyouwhenI'mdoneokay"?

Me:"sho"

Ntandocamewiththefood,jongasuhn:Dntliziyo

yamyadadaemafutheningomzuzu.Wemadesmall

convoasweate,Loltherewasapointwherehe

stoppedandlookedatmesmiling

Me:"don'tdothat"

Him:"what?Admiringyou"

Me:"you'remakingmeuncomfortable"

HesmiledandtookasipkweyakheIjuice,hewas

chilledlawei.Ndlelaleeberelax'engayoyou'dswear

ukwicomfortzoneyakhe.Weateupandjustchilled



Him:"lenyamauyityakangakaiyandawniaphakuwe"?

Me:"wellyouwouldn'tseeit,Ijogitout"

Him:"smart"

Me:"...sowhyareyouinJo'burg"?

Him:"itsabusinesstrip"

Me:"mmh,youhavebusinessesinCTandJozi"

Him:"naseECandDurban"

Ndamjonga...Iseriouslywantedtosay"uligintsa

wena":vqhandavelandamhleka

Him:"sayit"

Me:"saywhat"?

Him;"whateveritisthatisrunninginyourmind"

Me:"nope"

WespenttwoandhalfhoursthenIexcusedmyself

andbesideshehadabusinessmeetinginthenext

hour.Iwentstraightbackhome.OnmywayhomeI



receivedacallfromAmanda

Me:"heystranger"

Her:"heybabyhowreyou"?

Me:"I'mjoz'dupandyou"?

Her:"coke'astic,hewethu,what'sgoingonbetween

yourmanandhisex"?

Me:"Ovayo"?

Her:"yes"

Me:"Idon'tknowhey"

Her:"heee!Yesterdayheaccompaniedhertothe

doctorandwhenhesawmeheactedsometyp'a

way"

Me:"wellheknewyou'dtellme"

Her:"buthonestlynow,what'sup"?

Me:"wellandazforrealmna.He'sheretodayso

maybendizoyivake"

Her:"mmkay.,,chomitellme,youhaven'tmetahunk



there?Imean,hunkierthanLaraofcoz"?

Ilaughed:vhaveI?

Me:"noman"

Her:"ha?!Haveyouatleastmadefriends"?

Me:"yeah,aguynamedVincentbuthe'sasenior

student"

Her:"mmmh"

Me:"getyourmindouttathere,he'sjustaniceguy

nothingmore"

Her:"Ididn'tsayaword!"

Me:"doyourememberAsavela"?

Her:"lowaseStirling"?

Me:"uh-huh"

Her:"yeah,uthini"?

Me:"useWitsnaye"



Her:"hahahayooohkancamiugirlshewannabe

embarrassedbyyouinanotherprovince"?

Me:"hahahawhattheheck?Idon'tgoaround

embarrassingpeople"

Her:"webothknowwhatImean"

Me:"we'lljustprayshewon'tparticipateinthe

activitiesIdoORwe'llbeinthesameteam"

Her:"youandher?Sameteam?Iwonder"

Me:"hehe!Icanbehumaneyouknow"?

Her:"dude,youhavesomesortofantipathytowards

eachother"

Me:"heyuyandenzakodwafriend"

WespokeuntilIparkedthecar,ndangenaendliniand

wentupstairs...Afterlanyamandiyityileyoineeded

somerest..ndehlisemntakabawo.Imusthave

dozedoffkesanacozndothukeIphoneyam ikhala

laweiIansweredwithoutliftingmyhead



Me:"mh"?

Him:"heybuddy,uleleeminaph"?

Me:"yhoSososan"

Him:"khavukeke"

Irubbedmyeyeswithoutmoving...Ididn'twant

to,ndlelalebendiphumlengayo.

Him:"Trina"?

Me:"mh"!

Him:"celauvukentombiyinton"

Isatup

Me:"ndivukile"

Him:"good,ndinesyaluman"

:v



Me:"you'rekidding,undvuselelonto"?

Him:"ewetyhini...Sohowwasbrunchwithmyhalf"

Me:"whatbrunch"?

Him:"haibo,Larasaidhe'stakingyououtearlier"

Me:"maybeuverongontwana"

Him:"youlie"

Me:"buthedidcallwathihe'llcallmewhenhe'snot

toobusy"

Him:"toobusy?Kantiebengazangakuwenahkule

Jo'burg"?

Me:"whoamItoknow"?

Hehissed:/

Him:"khamepetozok'founela"

Me:"ayt"

Igotupandwenttotheloo



Ndaphuma,ndakhululanalojumpsuitcoz

bekushushuIworeshortsandwentdownstairs...

FikauEveehleliyedwa

Me:"where'severyone"?

Her:"Joeisintown,youknowLuke"

Me:"ohsoKerileftwithBooboo"?

Her:"yeah"

Me:"let'sswim"?

Her:"lemmegoandchange"

Sheranupstairs...IcalledhersonBooboo:)buthis

namewasNathan,thefolksnamedhimkulaletter

thattheywroteforher.Shereturned,weleftour

phonesinsideandwentouttothepoolattheback

yardsabhukudamntakadad.Iwasbhukudingthe

stressout...IwasstillinlovenoLandilefor

goodnesssake.IlovedhimnyhanibutIcouldn't

brushasidetherealitythatIwillneverbehispriority

anymore,Iwillalwaysbethelastinline.Iagreedto



meethimnamhlanjeonlycozImissedseeinghim

facetoface,onlycozIwantedclosureyouknow,I

wantedtoknownyhaniIwantedhimtosayit

ndimjongilewhateveritisthathewantedtosayto

menamndizobuzandixolekethensibonebasithini.

AfterthatcoolingsessionofswimmingIwentoutof

thepoolandjustlayonthepoolchairs

Eve:"what'swastingyou"?

Me:"can'tgetLandileoutofmymind"

Him:"doyouwantto"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Shecamenearerbutstillinsidethewater

Her:"youknowIthinktaBeastwillbegoodfor

you,morethanthisTitusguy"

Me:"yourbabydaddyisaTitusincaseyou've

forgotten"



Her:"exactly,Iknowhowtheyare...hetoldmeabout

theLisaissuebetweenhimandyourman"

Me:"mh"

Her:"myadvice?Leavehim,andthere'sanOvayoin

thepicture"

Me:"youdoknowthatbeastisnotanoption"

Her:"becauseMarcsaysso?Whoeverstoodinthe

wayofloveandsucceeded"?

Me:"you'renothelpinghere"

Her:"Iam,I'mjustnotsayingwhatyouwantmeto

say"

Me:"IwannaseeificanfixthingswithLandile"

Her:"you'rewillingtocomethirdlast"?

Me:"nobutIlovehim!Ican'tjustswitchthatfeeling

off,yesI'vetriedbutIcan't.He'stheonlyguyIwant"

Her:"he'sjustyourfirstlove,you'llgetoverit"

Ididn'twannaarguewithher...itspointless.Ijustlay



thereuntilwesawKericominginthenwebothwent

tohelpheroutwegreetedJoeandtookoutthe

shoppingandgroceriesbagssathuthasasaendlini

thenEvetookthechildandbathedhim,breastfed

himwandinikawechilledeloungeonthefluffyrug.

Evehandedmemyphone

Ilookedatitandsaw8missedcallsndaqalango

Landile

Him:"heyI'vebeencallingyou,ubusy"?

Me:"what'sup"?

Him:"canwemeet"?

Me:"let'smakeittomorrow"

Him:"oh"

Ndathula



Him:"okayke"

Me:"sho"

Ihungupandcalledhistwin

Him:"ndikwenzentoni"?

Me:"sup"?

Him:"kdalandikufounela"

Me:"what'sup"?

Him:"nothing"

Me:"okaysharp"

IhungupandcalledVince

Him:"sisTrina"

Me:"bhut'Vince,sup"?

Him:"noIwascheckingyou"



Me:"ohthanks,laterneh"

Him:"waitup...I'dliketoinviteyoutochurch

tomorrow"

Me:"ohokay"

Him:"yousoundpreoccupiedsoI'lltextyoudetails,if

you'reinterestedthenyou'llcall"

Me:"thanks"

Him:"sharp"

Wehungup,IcalledMarc

Him:"IseeI'mnolongerimportant"

Me:"aycummon"

Him:"foreal,hoezit"?

Me:"lekkeryou"?

Him:"dieselde...Sohow'sleJozilife"?

Me:"hectic,butIlikeithere"



Him:"wellyoushouldcomethissideforJune

holiday"

Me:"uhm...no"

Him:"why"?

Me:"I'mgoinghomengoJune,Imissdad"

Him:"youmeanyoumissgoingtothefarms"

Ilaughed

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"oohI'llbecomingovernextweekend.Iwanna

seelittleNathan"

Me:"uuuhe'ssocutethough"

Him:"allbabiesarecute,justdon'tgoandmakeyour

own"

Me:"Iwon't,I'mwaitingforLuke"

Heburstoutlaughing

Him:"youknowlookisaplayaandplayasdon'tjust



makebabies"

Me:"yep,Ishouldadaptintohisstyle"

Wandihleka,wechatupforsometimethenIhungup.

Ndadlalanomntana.

Myphonebeepedamessagealert

Icheckedit...Bbm:"Idon'tknowyou,youdon'tknow

mebutlemmeadviceyou...moveon.Hewillnever

beyours"

:v:vuhm:/ndavelandaconfusedandtotellthe

truth,IthoughtnguOvayountilIreadthemessage

threemoretimesndaqondanjebaayinguyelo.
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Idecidedtoignorethetextmessage,ifs/heis

seriousthens/he'llhavetodobetterthanleaving

meabbmmessage.



Followingday,IdecidedtotakeVinceuponhis

offer,Ididn'tnotifyhimIjustpreparedforchurch.

Woreawhiteboob-tubekneelengthflared

dress,blueheels,jewelsandjustaclutchthenIsat

onthebedandcalledhim...

Him:"hey,goodmorning"

Me:"morninghow'su"?

Him:"I'mgreat,u"?

Me:"fab...doesyourofferstillstand"?

Him:"yeah,youkeen"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"okaytextmeyouraddressI'llcomefetchyou

byten"

Me:"cool"

Wehungup,itwastonine,Ihadtimetohave

breakfastsoItextedhimmyaddressthenIwent

downandhadcereal.Lukewalkedinandstaredat



me:/

Me:"mh"?

Him:"whereugoing"?

Me:"urch"

Him:"eewmanswallow..jerr":v

Iswallowed,laughingathim

Me:"churchcummon"

Him:"church?YouknowachurchinJo'burg"?

Me:"afriendinvitedme"

Him:"ohokay"

Hemadebreakfastforeveryone,at09:45Vince

textedndaphuma:vLukewalkedmeoutufunubona

lefriendandluckilysafikeemephandlekwemoto

umntanomntuwiththatwarmandfriendlysmileof

his.WegreetedVince..



Me:"Luu,thisisVincentthefriendIjusttoldyou

about.VincethisisLukemybrother"

Luu:"nicetomeetyouman"

Vince:"samehere,don'tworryshe'sinsafehands"

Luu:"Ihopeso...foryourownsake"

:o

Ihithisshoulderplayfullyandgotinthecar.They

shookhandsandVincegotinsahambasancokola

njekeaphendleleniSadesayofika.Churchwas

great,nothingliketheonefromhomebutitwas

greatinitsownplace.AfterchurchIwaitedinthe

carforvincehehadsomeerrandstorunbeforewe

leftsoIcalleddad:(Ihadn'tdonethatsinceIsettled

here.

Him:"hellow,Trina"?

Me:"daddy,howareyou"?

Him:"Iamwellnowhowareyou"?

Me:"I'mgood,where'smom"?



Him:"Ileftheratchurchwiththeotherwomen"

Me:"ooh,Ijustmissedy'allthat'sall"

Him:"wemissyouall...tellme,haveyoufound

yourselfachurchmaybe"?

Me:"actuallyI'matchurchnow,wejustcameout"

Him:"that'sgood,didEvecomewithyou"?

Me:"uhm,no..."

Him:"youmustpullheralong,churchisgoodforyou

youngpeoplemorethanitisforusnow"

Me:"I'lltrymybest...TellmomImissherandyho

dad,Imissthefarmslikecrazy"

Helaughedsohardandgenuineittouchedmy

heart...likeIreallymissedhome.Imissedhomebut

bingabonakalikakhululentosinceIhadmythree

siblingsherewithme.

Him:"wellfirstthingwhenyou'rebackIwannashow

youafarmIjustBoughyinCradock"



Me:"anewfarm?Wow...what'stheplantations"?

Him:"itsmainlylivestockbutithasafieldthatcould

yieldupacoupleofacresforveggies"

Me:"that'sbigdad...we'retakingaboutacreshere"?

Him:"yes...butrightnowIhavepeoplethere

fertilizingthesoil...itstoodry"

Me:"Icanwaityouknow"

Him:"Junewillbeherenownow"

Me:"yeah...nowIhavetogo"

Him:"goodluckwithyourstudieshuh"

Me:"thanksdad"

Webothhungup,wabesevelanoVinceneguys

ezimbini.HeknockedonmydoorIrolleddownthe

windowandsmiled,theyleanedonthatopening

smiling

Him:"meetmyhalfbrothers...KuhleandSihlethisis



Trina"

See:"we'retwins"

:v

Me:"nicetomeety'all"

See:"likewise...howdidy'allmeet"?

Him:"attheShisaNyama"

Me:"andatvarsity"

Kay:"oh,youmustbeafreshmanthen"

Me:"yep"

Kay:"wellgoodluck,thisisgonnabethetoughest

yearforyou"

Me:"thanks,whaty'alldoing"?

See:"he'sfinishinghisdegreepartimeI'mjustdoing

smallbusinesseshereandthere"

Vince:"theyowntheShisaNyama"

Me:"what?Youworkforyourbrothers"?

Kay:"he'stheassistantmanagerthere"



Vince:"ohKuhlestopit"

See:"siyavuyaukubona...kesisTrina"

Me:"namndiyavuyabhut'Sihle"

Theylookedatmestartled:/

See:"youspeakXhosa"?

Me:"ohwellmymiddlenameisSibongile"

Bajonganandavelandabahleka:v:v

Vince:"aren'tyouwhite"?

Me:"you'rekiddingkengok,Ithoughtyouarecolored

orsomething.HowcomeyouhaveXhosahalf

brothers"?

See:"whoahguys,what'sgoingonhere?Sisiuyinton

kanyekanye"?

Me:"uhm...IamaXhosabybirthbutawhiteby



growth"

Kay:"soyouwereadopted"?

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Vince:"wow"

Me:"andyou"?

Vince:"mymomiswhite,ourdadngumXhosa,my

stepdadrightnowisZulu"

Me:"you'reseriouslycolored"

:v:vtheyburstoutlaughing...Likenyhani

though,he'satrueSouthAfrican:)

Vince:"wellIguessweinthesameleague"

Me:"yeah...andyou'vemetoneofmybrothers"

Him:"howmanydoyouhave"?

Me:"twoandtwosisters"

Kay:"you'retheyoungest"?

Me:"yeah"



Myphonerangsisancokola

Me:"I'msorryguysIhavetotakethis"

Vince:"noproblem,let'sgo"

Bahambabelandelelana...Ilookedatthescreenand

sighed.YazuLandileundigqibelaIenergy:/

Me:"hi"?

Him:"hey,uright"?

Me:"I'mcoolwena"?

Him:"I'mgood.Arewestillgame"?

Me:"ifyou'renottoobusy"

Him:"okaycelasidibanekwiMacDonald'sin15

minutes"

Me:"sho"



Him:"sharp"

Ihungup...Vincewasonhiswayback.Hegotinthe

carandstartedtheignition

Me:"celaIfavour"?

Him:"sure"

Me:"plzdropmeoffatMcD's"

Him:"oh...okay"

Me:"thanks"

Hedroveforabout5minutesthenwearrived

Me:"thankyouforinvitingmetochurch"

Him:"Ican'treallyinviteyoutotheShisaNyamanow

canI"?

Me:"nah,I'vehadenoughofthatplaceforonemonth"



Him:"aytthen...plzdomeafavour"

Me:"okay?

Him:"gohomeontime,youheardyourbrother

earlier"

Ilaughedndohlika

Me:"don'tworryhewon'tbreakyourleg"

Him:"don'twannatakenochances"

IsaidmygoodbyendangenakwaMcDsandcalled

LaaIheardhisvoicendayangakukendawondiliva

kuyoandfoundhimseatingalone,hestoodupand

huggedbriefly

Isatdownandhecalledawaitresswhotookmy

orderandhisthenwewereleftalone.

Me:"ndcelawhateverwearegoingtosayheresibe



honest.I'mgettingtiredofthisnow"

Him:"okay...lemmestartke.IknowIwaswrong

nhomfihlauKamvaIwon'tmakeexcusesngokuI

takefullresponsibility.BabyIloveYOU,Ovayoknows

Iloveyoubutshekeepsblackmailingme

ngomntana"

Ijustlookedatme...Ndizothini?

Him:"IknowIhaven'tmadetimeforyouasoflately,I

wassooocaughtupinthisworldofmineIforgot

aboutus.Iknowitstoomuchbutndiyakucelababe

let'sworksomethingout"

Me:"there'snothingweworkoutthatwillreallyerase

thefactthatOvayoisincapeTownwithyouwhile

I'minJoziandaznenzaniinmyabsenceandIdon't

wannalivelikethat,wonderingwhatmymanisdoing

withhisex"

Him:"itwon'tevenhappenlikethat,she'satresmna

ndahlalaekhayanoSoso.umntanaukumamaback



I'mEastLondon,shehasnoholdovermenow"

Me:"thenwhydidyouaccompanyhrtothedoctor"?

Him:"Amanda"

Me:'duh"

Him:"she'spregnantngumntanawenyichapsoshe

kindaneededafriendandIwasaround"

Me:"lemmegetthisstraight...yourex,themotherof

yourdaughterispregnantwithanotherman'schild

andYOUtookhertothedoctor?Cozyouwere

around?Whereistheotherman"?

Him:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"mxmumuncukanene"

Ourorderreturned,IduginndaqalaNgechips...He

wassilent

Him:"I'vecuttieswithherforthesakeofour

relationship"



Me:"goodforyou"

Him:'itslikeyou'vegivenuponusalready"

Me:"doyoublameme?DudeI'minarelationship

withyouyetIgetmoreattentionfromSosothan

fromyou.Whatdoyoucallthat"?

Him:"imsorry"

Me:"doesn'tmeananythingiftheactionssay

somethingelse"

Him:"thengivemeprobationtoprovewhatim

saying"

Me:"onemonthisallI'mwillingtogive"

Him:'that'senoughforme"

Me:"mmh"

Weateup,maderathersmallconversationjustto

passtimethenhetookmehome.Hekissedmy

cheekthenheleft.Igotinside



Luu:"that'snotthecarthatcametofetchyou"

Ismiled

Keri:"youcan'treallyblameagirlthough"

Him:"oh"

Eve:"Iwonder"

Ijustlaughedandwenttochangeupstairs:).Didn't

wannaarguewiththemcozitcouldtakelong.Ithen

wentdownandplayedwithboobookwangenaIcall

fromaprivatenumber:

Me:"privatehello"?

Her:"gotmymessage"?

Me:"whatmessage"

Her:"oneIsentlastnight"?

Me:"oh,whoareyou"?

Her:"youwontknowmeeveniftellyoubutdotake

myadvice.Stayawayfrommyman.Youdon'twant



freewaystitchedonthatprettyfaceofyours"

IwasabouttoanswerwhenIrealizedshehadhung

uponme...SoI'mtamperingngomntuwomntu

here...:/wonderngubani.

[10/8,20:27]‪+27730692704‬:#54

Ispentmyweekwithmybooksandfamily,the

merriestofallwaswhenMarcuscametovisiton

weekend:Dthatniqqathough.AftersometimeIhad

leftthemandwenttomyroomcozIhadacoupleof

assignmentsIwantedtofinishsinceSundayIwas

goingtochurchagainwithVince.

HalfwaythroughmyworkingIheardaknock...

Me:"comein"

Hewalkedinandsatontheedgeofthebed..

Me:"sup"?



Him:"IwantedtocheckonubeforeIleave"

Me:"you'renotsleepingover"?

Him:"uhm...nope,Lizneedsme"

Me:"ohcummon,we'llgotochurchtogether"

Him:"yougotyourselfachurchsosoon"?

Me:"yeahsomethinglikethat"

Him:"okayononecondition"

Me:"uhman"

Him:"youjusthavetoanswerasimplequestion"

Me:"let'shearit"

Him:"SirBeasttoldmehe'sseenyouacoupleof

timesaroundhere"

Me:"oh"

Helookedcarefullyatme..Studied

me,sternly...uncomfortably

Him:"what'sgoingonbetweenyoutwo"?



Me:"nothing"

Gqibandajongalaptopneencwadizammna

Him:"Trina"?

Me:"boet"

Him:"I'maskingforthelasttime,what'sgoingon

betweeny'all"?

ForamomentIdidn'tlookup..thenIclosedmy

laptopandsatuplookingstraightathim

Me:"promisemeyouwon'tgetmad"

Him:"Ipromisetobeopenminded"

Me:"okaythen,thereisabsolutelynothinggoingon

betweenus.Yeshe'sproclaimedhisloveforme

evenafterweleftyourhousethatholiday,Idon't

knowhowhegotmynumber...WhatI'mtryingtosay



is..thereisnothinggoingonbetweenus"

Heplayedwithmyhighlighterforasecond...

Him:"Idon'twantyoutogethurt"

Me:"Idon'twannagethurttoo"

Him:"butwithLizzyIlearntthatthemoreyoutryna

controlsomeone,themoretheydowhatyoutryna

stopemfromdoing"

Me:"Idon'tfollow"

Him:"Iwouldn'tlikethisthingofyourstocontinue

BUTIwillallowitifyoupromisetobeattentiveto

yourbooks"

Me:"thisthingisfriendship"

Him:"whateveryounameit...ifyoulackbehindeven

byonesubjectthenyoucutallties"

Me:"yessir"

Hegotupandleft...



-

Ihappenedtohaveignoredmostpeopleinmyfirst

semesterofschool.Idedicatedmytimeandfocus

towork,Laacalledregularly,sodidNtandoandI

wouldoccasionallybumpontoVincebutIdidn't

wannabeuponhisfacesinceIdidn'treallyknow

who'smanIwasmessingwithorratherwhichmanI

wasmessingwithinthefirstplace.

January,February,MarchpassedandLandilewas

improving...muchbetterthanIexpectedshame.LolI

neverreallyfocusedonus>_<buthewaspushing

shameandIwasn'tevenhelpinghimnormeeting

himhalfway,Ijustwantedtoseehiscommitment

kuthibeforeIcouldevenshowmyaffectionandlove

tohimcozshamekudlaliwengamstruBob.Iwas

kindgettingtiredkuhlalaendliningoku,likeall

siblingswehadourowndisagreementsand

argumentsandattimesIfeltlikeIshould'vetaken

varsityresidencehallBUTlivingtogetherwiththem

haditsownperkslikedrivingLuke'scarandasking

himforfuelmoney>_<andgettingmonthly



allowancefromhimandMarcandofcoznotbuying

groceries.Easterwastobeonthe04ofAprilandit

wastheMondayofthatEasterweekendIreceiveda

callfromLaa

Me:"baby"?

Him:"nana,unjani"?

Me:"I'mgoodwena"?Him:"I'mgood,Iwaswondering

whatchudoingthisweekend"?

Me:"IthinkI'llgotochurch"

Him:"hau,wholeweekend"?

Me:"noSunday,why"?

Him:"Iwantedustospendsometimetogether"

Me:"oh...how"?

Him:"well,youcouldcomedown"

Me:"youmean,IcouldcometoCapeTown"?

Him:"yeahwhynot"

Me:"yho"



Him:"itsjusttheweekendbabe"

Me:"brandizothiniekhaya?Mybrothers"?

Him:"you'llfindsomethingtotellthem"

Ndakhendathula...

Me:"howmuchdoIhavetothinkaboutit"?

Him:"wellIhavetoaskdad'spermissionforthejet

soyouonlyhavenowandtomorrowevening"

Me:"okaybutndizohambanini"?

Him:"Wed"

Me:"okeylemmetryke"

Him:"alright...Iloveyouneh"?

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Him:"andkuvangababeuthini"?

me:"hahakhandthethesanuvendawniwena"?

Him:"ohcummonbabe"



Me:"byebyeLandile"

Him:"uright"

Ismiledandhungupndicingaicebokengok:)I

wantedtogotoCapeTownbutIwasn'treadyto

giveupmyvirginityjustyet.Ijustwantedtospend

timewithhim,maybethistimearoundwecouldget

throughthisOvayosagaandmaybenamIwillfeel

likeI'mimportantinhislifeaswell.

Ispentmydayplayingwithbooboo:DthisLilniqqa

hadwarmedhiswayinmyheart.
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Iwenttoschoolfollowingday,iattendedthree

lecturesandwenttodramaclassthenIhadabrief

practicewiththenetballteamthenwewenttoplay

UJIknewI'llbeplayingagainstEve'steam:vlikewe

bothknew.There'snosisteronthefield...none

whatsoever>_<weplayedandWitswon.Wewentto



celebrateatlaShisaNyama:DIlovedtheirmeatsan

Icouldn'thideit,ormaybeitsbecauseitstheonly

placeIhadfamiliarizedmyselfwitheversinceI

arrivedhere.

Welefttheplacepasteightintheeveningthen

thosegoingtotheschoolresidenceweretakenand

transportedbytheschoolbusthenwewhohad

privatetransportationsawourselvesoutoftheplace.

OnmywaytomycarImetVince

Him:"hau,whathaveIdonetoyou"?

Me:"me?Nothing"

Him:''cummonTrina,you'rescarce,evenifIseeyouat

churchIdon'tfinduwhentheserviceisover"

Me:"well...MaybeIaminahurryorsomething"

Hesmiledandtuckedhishandsonhistrousers

Ilaughed,lewaycanreadmestrusuhn



Me:"dudedon'tdothat"

Him:"repetitionofthefirstletter...areyouapoet"?

Me:"areyouflirtingwithme"?

Him:"woulditbesuchabadthingthough?Imean

youdoknowyouuababangwana"

TjohIburstoutlaughing:v

Me:"wellniqqadon'tflirt,I'moffthemarket"

Him:"wellitwon'thurtadmiringwhatIcan'tget"

Me:"uhm...Ishouldgetgoingneh.Niceseeing

again"

Him:"willIseeyouatchurchthisweekend"?

Me:"Idoubt..butI'llkeepyouposted"

Him:"mmkay,Iwon'task"

Me:"goodforyou"



Hesmiled,Iwalkedtomycaranddrovehome.Fikau

Evesekhona...:vLukenudgeditinmntakadad

ndingenanjeheshouted

Him:"whorunstheworld"?

Me:"Wits"!!!

Him:"whorunstheworld"?

Me:"wits"!!!

Wehugged,hecongratulatedmeandIwentthrough

tothelounge..satnexttoEveandnudgedherribs

smiling

Her:"gratsLilsis"

Me:"thankyou...youdoknowthere'snofamilyonthe

field"

Her:"yep,Iwouldn'thaveheldbacktoo"

Me:"ayt"



IwentuptofreshenthenndabuyasekulungisweI

diningtableIsatonmyownchairaseveryoneelse

did.Keriservedusandwesharedgracesatya

Keri:"I'mhavingEasterwithmyhusbandguys"

Luu:"oh,whenareyouleaving"?

Her:"Joeiscomingtofetchmetomorrow"

Luu:"okay"

Eve:"uhm...I'llbegoingtotheEasterncape

Wednesday"

Wealllookedather:o

Her:"Lwando'smomaskedtoseethechild"

Luu:"oh...Trina"?

Me:"mh"!?

Him:"sinceeveryoneisgoingaway,whereareyou

going"?



Me:"CapeTown"

Lolyayigameyamyojongwakengoko.O

Him:"thecape?ToMarc"?

Me:"no...afriend"

Him:"when"?

Me:"Wednesday"

Him:"mmh...IguessIshouldalsolockthishouse

andleavetoo"

Me:"wellIcouldcancelifyou'regonnabelonely"

Eve:"Lukelonely?He'sgotatroopofwomen

throwingthemselvesathim"

Him:"you'regivingmetoomuchcreditbaby,Marcis

thecharmeramongallofus"

Keri:"oohdon'tmentionthatone.Butitseemslike

thisLizardgirlistaminghim"



Weallburstourlaughing:'(:vlikewhatthehell?

WhendidElizabethbecomelizardhle?

Luke:"don'tletMarchearyousaythat...especially

sinceshe'scarryinghisfirstchild"

Eve:"Idon'ttrusther"

Me:"Ilikeherthough...minustheattitude"

Keri:"shehasone"?

Eve:"arottenonethatis"

Keri:"I'dliketomeethersometime"

Luu:"she'llbenicernowcozshe'scarryingyour

brother'skid"

Keri:"youdon'tknowhowIcanpersecutesomeone

untiltheyshowtheirtruecolors"

Me:"howIwishyouhadmetthechickLukebrought

homewhenhevisited"

Him:"uh-huh!Don'tchangethesubjectnow"

Me:"ooohnowyou'reuncomfortable"?



Eve:"hehasabadchoice...Velaisgoodexample"

Savelasahlekasobabinikengok...

WeenjoyedourlastdaytogetherbeforetheEaster

weekendthenfollowingdaywehelpedKeripack.

Herhusbandcametofetchher,bringingusacouple

ofgoodiesandofcozgivingusacoupleofrandsfor

pocketmoneyhesaid.WhenKeriwasgone,we

packedourownbags..mnajustasmallsportsbag

witheverythingIthoughtIwouldneedthenIhelped

evepackforherchildwhenweweredonewejust

cleanedLuke'shousesingemnkiemziniwomntu

kumdaka.

WhenallwasdoneIcalledLaa...Justtoconfirm

Him:"nana"?

Me:"hey..uhm,whatdidyourdadsay"?

Him:"we'llbethereby10:30am"



Me:"oh"

Him:"hopefullynakuwethingswentsmoothly"

Me:"erh..."

Him:"plzdon'tdothat"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"babythough"

Me:"haychillwethuI'llbethere"

Him:"ohgawd!Niqqayoualmostkilledmengeheart

attack"

Me:"niqqachillyourassman"

Him:"Ican'twaittoseeyou"

Me:"waitacouplemorehoursbabe"

Him:"Idon'thaveachoicemos...I'llwait"

Me:"goodboy"

LolIhungupndapholeKuhead.
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Wesleptinonbed:)me,EveandLuuandofcozmy

Booboobear.Iheardadoorbellfollowedbyaknock

:/lateso?

Me:"Luu"?

Him:"ain'topening..uexpectingvisitors"?

Me:"no,Eve"?

Her:"nope,butitcouldbeVela"

Him:"she'llnevercomeherewithoutcalling"

Me:"thenwesleepandignorethedoorbell"

Notevenoneofusmoved...Luu'sphonerang.

Him:"Teeplzanswerthat"

Eve:"whyher?Youwantyourtrampstodisrespect

hernow"?

Him:"shutupEvelyn"

Itookhisphoneandansweredleprivatecall



Me:"Luke'sphonehowcanIassist"?

Her:"hiwhoamIspeakingto"?

Me:"MissSmith"

Her:"oh,hissister...Uhm,I'dliketotalktoLukeifhe's

around"

Me:"unfortunatelyhe'snot...butIcouldpassonthe

message"

Her:"oh..whenwillhebearound"?

Me:"Inevergotyourname"

Her:"ohsorry,mynameisKim,I'mafriendofhis"

Me:"mmh"LolbetternotbelaKimungenambeko

Kelo:v

Her:"I'dliketoknowwhenwillhebearound...Ireally

needtoseehim.I'mactuallyathisfrontdoor"

Me:"he'soutwiththeboysKim...Checkonhim

tomorrowmorning"

Her:"yho...I....Can'tyou..."

Me:"goodnight"



Ihungup

Him:"Kim?Whatisshedoinghere"?

Eve:"she'sstranded"

Me:"Ithinksotoo"

Him:"aysheknowsmewhenshe'sstranded?Ididn't

evenknowshe'sinJo'burg"

Me:"wellyoucouldgodownandopenforher,askher

yourselfORwecouldjustpretendthere'snooneon

ourfrontdoor"

Him:"soundslikeagoodidea"

:v

Eveswitchedoffourlightssalalamntakadad:/I

waskindaworriedkengoKimqhamntakabawo

ndaqondbanamndizomyekaphaphandlexa

engahoywanganguLukewakhewebhongo.Earlythe

followingmorningEvewokeupfirstandbathedBoo

Iwenttomakebreakfastforthethreeofus...Iwent



alloutofmywaytomakeitcontinentalmtchanam.I

wasexcitedngaletripyamyazibutIwasalso

concernedcozwe'veneverbeenineachothers

spaceforevenuptotwodayswithoutabreakngoku

sizospenderanentireweekend?Thisdidn'tsitwell

withmebutIwantedtodoit.Idon'tknowwhetherI

wasdesperateorIwantedtobelongbutmxmIdon't

knowmanwhereIgottheurgetogoaheadwiththis

thingIwouldcallinsanityundernormal

circumstances:vmarkthat,normalcircumstances!

Thebroscamedownandwehadbreakfast

together...Lolakhonomntuokhewayovula

emnyangophofokosivukile:vIkeptthinkingwhatif

lagirlilelepha?Cozbikheyathethaunfinished

sentenceslastnight..

Me:"guys,whatifshesleptatthedoorstep"

Eve:"who?Kim"?

Me:"Iwouldn'tbesurprised"



LolthelookonLuke'sfacemadeuscrackup...he

wenttoopenthefrontdoorandlookedoutsidethen

returned

Eve:"we'reKim-safe"?

Him:"Evelyndon't"

Her:"sorry"

EveandLukewashedthedishes,Iwentto

bath...flightyamwasearlierthanhersndavasa

ndanxibawhiteskinnyjeans,whitelacesleeveless

collardshirtandblackNikesneakersthenItookmy

bagandwalkeddownthestairs

Luu:"hah!Sosoon"?

Me:"flightisat10:30"

Eve:"mmmh,privatejet"?

Me:"somethinglikethat"



Him:"mmh,thisfriendmustbemonied...likea

gangsta"

Oh:vsotheythinkI'mgoingtoBeast?

Me:"wellIwouldn'tknow..plzgimmearide"

Him:"Evewhattimeisyours"?

Her:"11:30"

Him:"yhoanhoursdifference...Aytleggokiddo"

IkissedBoobearandhismom,thenIleftwiththe

bro.OncewearrivedthereVinceringedmeup...

Me:"bhutVince"?

Him:"heyprettyface,howisyou"?

Me:"meisecstatic.Andu"?

Him:"I'mgood...WellIknowIsaidwe'llseeeach

otherSundaybutIkindawouldliketoseeyoutoday"



Me:"oh..butweneverconcludedaboutchurch

though"

Him:"cummon"

Me:"what'ssourgent"?

Him:"can'tdiscussitonphonesan"

Me:"wellIwouldn'twannabeinvolvedinabrawlwith

yourchick"

Him:"withmach-sheain'tnothinglikethatthough.

SheknowsIhaveacoupleoffemalefriends"

Me:"mmmh...wellI'msorryIcan'tmeetwitchutoday"

Him:"mayIaskwhy"?

Me:"I'mcurrentlyattheairportabouttoflytothe

Capeshores"

Silence...

Me:"hellow"?

Him:"stillhere.MayIaskwhenwillyoubebackthen"?



Me:"betweenSundayandMonday,dudewhat'sup"?

Him:"nowe'lltalkthen...safetrip"

Me:"thankyou"

:/hehungup...Mh.

Luu:"whoDAT"?

Me:"thefriendwhotookmetochurch"

Him:"ooh"

Hahahamanthelookonhisfacesaidalotofthings

qhandazxelelaain'tgonnaentertainhimtu:p
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Wechilledforacoupleofminutes

Me:"youdoknowyoucanleavemenow"



Him:"nope,Iwannaseeyouoff"

Me:"meanyouwannaseethisfriendofmine"

Hejustsmiledandfocusedonhisphone...Afew

minutesfromthatmyphonerang

Me:"taLara"

Him:"wejustarrived,undawni"?

Me:"departuresection"

Him:"oh...good,ndiyeza"

Me:"ayt...ohanduhm,mybroisheretoo"

Him:"yho..he'schilled"?

Me:"Idunno"

Iheardasigh:v

Ndamhlekaandhungup,inafewsecondshe

appearedalonewearingbluefadedknee-ripped

jeans,awhitev-neckteeandwhiteAdidassneakers.



Ismiledandnudgedlookintheribcagehelookedup

Laa:"uhm,hi"

Me:"hey"

Wehugged

Me:"oh-kay...LuuthisisLandile...Laathisismy

brotherLuke"

Luu:'Ithinkwe'vemet...you'reoneoftheTitustwins

right"?

Laa:"yeah"

Theyfist-bumped...

Luuhuggedmeandplantedasoftkissontheside

ofmycheekthenheleft

Laa:"okaythatwasgreat...canwegonow"?



Me:"mmkay"

Him:"youdon'tsoundexcitednow"

Me:"guessI'mscared"

Hejustturnedandhuggedme...tighterthanLuke's

hug.Thenwewalkedovertothecheckpointand

throughtowherethejetwaspatientlywaiting,wegot

inandmadeourselvescomfortablethenitsetoff...

Him:"babelookatme"

Ilookedathim...andazwhyIwasnervous

Him:"Iknowwe'renotfamiliarwithwhatwe'redoing

butitsafirststeptowardsfixingus"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"Iwon'tforcenorpressurizeyouintodoingwhat

youdon'twannado"

Me:"thanks"



Him:"butpromisemeonething...let'shavefun.

Reviveandremindourselvesofthefirsttimewe

met"

Me:"wellIdoplantohavefunmtchanam"

Him:"that'sthespirit"

Hepouredmeaglassofcitrusjuiceandhimself

thenwejustchilled...Myheadonhischest.Hisarm

aroundmyshoulder.

-

WelandedinCapeTown...Acarwasalreadywaiting

forus.Mntakadad,Ineverreallylookeddeepintohis

lifeuntilnow...Heislivinglehighlifestrubob;indlu

esayakuyomntakamhamhawooooaahMkMkMk!

ThecardroveintothelongestdrivewayI'veseen

withmybareeyes...thedrivewaywasbeautifullytiled

withancientstoneandhadtreesonbothsides...I

meantallpalmtreessani.Itparkedinfrontofabiiig

whitehouse



Me:"younevermentionedObamalivesinthehood"

Thedriversmiled

Laa:"welcomehome"

Me:"homelookslikeapalaceifnotapresidential

house"

Him:"don'tworry,ifitlookslikeapalacethenyou'll

surelyfeellikeaprincess"

Me:"awsadikinje"

Him:"thankyouJay"

Driverbowedhisheadaswegotoutandwalkeda

fewstepstothefrontdoor.Heopenedthedoorand

walkedin,Ifollowedrightbehindhim.Mybagwas

withhimIhadmyslingbagonmyshoulderwe

walkedtothelounge,noone...passedthroughalarge

diningareawhichhadthemostbeautifulseaviewI

gaspedatthebeauty...hesmiledandwalkedusup

tomyroom.

Him:"thisisyourroom"



Me:"wow"

Ilookedaround...ithadbeautifulceilingthatlooked

likecakedecorationsonicing...verypretty.Thebed

wasmassivethough.Iwalkedtothewindowand

openedthecurtains:DIwassmilingtomyself..he

walkedupandstoodrightbehindmehishandson

myhipsandhislipsonmyneck

Him:"Iknewyou'dliketheview"

Me:"like?OhIlovetheview.UphiSoso"?

Him:"he'saround...ebetheuzobuyangomsoksasa"

Me:"mmh"

Henibbledonmyears....

Iclosedmyeyes...Ndagqibelaninimntakamhakwa

uvangalendlelabendizivangayo.Henibbledfrom

theearbackdownthenecklinetracingvery

carefully..Seductively!



Him:"rememberthis"?

Me:"howcouldIforget"?

Iturnedaroundandkissedhimfullonthelips.Itfelt

rightandforthefirsttimeinalongtimeIfellinlove

withhimalloveragain,Ifeltrightandathomeinhis

arms...Wejustmeltedandre-mouldedintothisone

piece.

Him:"Imissedthis"

Me:"Imissedus"

Hisphonerang...heexcusedhimselfbutdidn'twalk

awayfromme.Wejustwenttositonthebed

Him:"hello"?

Her:"hey,uright"?



Him:"ndisharpwhat'sup"?

Her:"ndcelaukuzaaphotana"

Him:"why"?

Her:"I'mboredhere...Ibumpedontoyourbrother

andhepretendedlikehedoesn'tknowme"

Him:"you'renothisfanOvayo...mehavinghelped

youdoesn'tmeanwe'refriends"

Her:"Iknow...Ijust..plz,Ineedtogetoutofhere"

Him:"Ihaveavisitor"

Her:"ohsorry"

Him:"ayt"

Theyhungup...

Hewasabouttosaysomethingwhenmyphone

rang

Me:"hi"?

Him:"Ihearyou'reinCT"



Me:"yeahsomethinglikethat"

Him:"you'renotvisitingmeobviouslybutyouhaveto

popin"

Me:"fordecencysake...don'tworryIwill"

Him:"ayt.Rememberourconversation"

Me:"always"

Him:"ayt"

Me:"ciao"

Wehungup...ItextedLukendimxelelabandifike

kak'hle..IknewnguyelouxeleleuMarcbandilapha

butkehewasjustlookingoutformeIguess.

Laa:"youmustbehungry"

Me:"actuallyI'dliketonapabit"

Him:"letlag"?

Me:"youcouldsaythat"



Hekissedmyforeheadandleftme.Iclosedthedoor

ndaziphosaklefairytalebed:vndagqampa>_<Ilay

theresmiling.

[10/8,20:29]‪+27730692704‬:#58

:)Itookmynap

Laterwokeupandrefreshedndanxibayellowcotton

shortsandwhitecroppedtopwithsandalssearched

formysunglassesthenIwentdownstairslooking

forbhut'baeo.Omntakadadthishouseisbigger

thanmyeyescancomprehendIjuststoodthere

ndaqalazaIcouldn'tevenhearumntuthenIdecided

tojustwalk:/andaznobandibhekangaphi.AsI

continuewalkingforwardIheardTVsoundinlow

keyIsmiledandwalledbrisklyndafikandemakwi

entrancestillsmiling...IsawmyreflectiononTVand

oureyesmet,heturnedandwancumaandsignaled

formetocomecloserIwenttowherehewas

seatingandsatdownnexttohim

Him:"awsemhle"



Me:"thanks..thishouseisbig"

Him:"youwillgetusedtoit...youmustbehungry

though"

Me:"justaLil"

Him:"okaymasambeI'llintroduceyoutoourcook"

Saphakama

Me:'youhaveacook"?

Him:"yeahmumbelieveswecanberecklesssowe

kindahaveacook,driverandmore"

Me:"luckyfishes"

Weheldhandsaswemadewaytothekitchen...She

wascookingeva?Fromashortdistanceyoucould

perceivesweetaromasevaporateoutofthekitchen

door.

Him:"sisiKat"



Sheturnedandsmiledatus,shecameforahug,Lol

wehuggedndinayonendawoeshykemnake

Him:"thisisTrinaliqueSmith..babe,thisissisKatrina"

Her:"ohwow,I'veheardalotaboutyou"

Me:"ohreally"?

NdajongauLaa

Her:"ohnotfromhim,fromFaith"

Ismiled

Me:"goodtomeetyou"

Her:"likewisesoTrina,whatcanImakeyou"?

Me:"uhm...Anything.I'mnottoofussy"

Her:"really?Okay...Ihavemeatballsonspaghetti

here,pancakeswithhoneyoverthereandchocolate

mousse,Malvapuddingandpaprikasauceonmini

piesrightthere"

Me:"wow..howmanypeopledoyoucookfor"?



Theylaughed

Him:"shecooksforallofus,thedrivers,guardsand

everyotherworkerincluded"

Me:"mmh...IthinkI'lltakemeatballsfornow"

Her:"okaythen"

Landilepullsmyhandandwewalksout...notthe

waywewalkedinthrough.Isawathebiggestpool

Kuhlebackyard...Idon'tknowwhytheywouldhave

apoolwhenthebeachisjustacrosstheirbackyard

o.Owerestedonthepoolchairs,heactuallycameto

sitonmineandliftedmyfeettobeonhislap

Me:"Ilikethisenvironment"

Him:"Iknewyouwould...Sosowasn'tsurethough"

Me:"why"?



Him:"hesaiditstoomuch,evenforyou"

Me:"wellIdon'tmindbeingpamperedjustonceina

while"

Hesmiled...Therewassomethinghewantedtosay

eversincethatcallIjustdidn'twannapushkuse

early:/

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"youdoknowthatIloveyouright"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"Idon'twantyoutogetinsecureovernothing"

Me:"youmeanovernoone"

Him:"Ovayoisnolongeranissue,sheknowswhere

shestands,Ineedustoknowwherewestand.With

eachother"



Ndathula...Whereexactlydidwestand?

SisKatbroughtmyfoodandacoupleofsnacksand

juices

Him:"babyareyoulisteningtome"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"IknowI'mtheonewhobrokethetrustbutI

needyoutoworkwithmehere.Wehavetobe

committedtoeachotheragain,Iknowitwilltake

timebutI'msurewecandoit"

IputmyplateasideandcameclosetohimIdidn't

haveanswersjustyet...theenvironmentwasjusttoo

overwhelmingallIwantedwashislipsonmine.I

touchedhisfacelookingdeepintohiseyes

Me:"canwenottalkrightnow"

Him;"mh.hm"



Withthatwekissed...Imeanwekissed.Hebrought

meevencloserIsatonhislapsmylegsspreadon

bothsides.Thiswasthatmomentundeniably

beautifulandsacred:v

Ipulledbackandhewassmiling

Me:"Iloveyoubaby.Like...Iloveyouforeal"

Him:"IloveyouandI'msorryabouteverything"

Me:"let'sleavethepastrightwhereitis...Ithinkwe

haveagoodfuturetolookforwardto"

Him:"canwestoptalking"?

:vthesmirkonhisface

Hepulledmychinandwekissed.

WhenwefinallystoppedIfeltlightersani.Isatright

thereonhislapsandjustatethesnaxsisKat

broughtus



Me:"Iwannagotothebeachbabe"

Him:"here'sapool...moreprivatethanthebeach"

Me:"Idon'twantnoprivacyatall"

Hesmiled

Him:"lemmegoandchangeke"

Me:"ayt"

Heleftmerightthere

Assoonashewasinthehousemyphonerang:v

thisniqqathough

Me:"myta"

Him:"missSmith,howareyou"?

Me:"Iamprettygoodyourself"?



Him:"I'mupset"

Me:"I'msureyou'regonnatellmewhy"

Him:"nah,won'tburdenyouwithmystuff.Enjoyyour

Easterweekendneh"

Me:"youtoo"

Him:"don'tforgettoprayformewhenyougoto

church"

Me:"ifIgotochurch"

Him:"no,when"

Me:"uhokay"

Him:"ayt"

Hehungup...myhearttoldmeNtandoknowsI'min

theCapebutbeing'him'ebengazotshountilIsee

himwithmytwoeyesthenhe'llmakeme

uncomfortableinbae'spresence:/

Landilecameoutwearingwhitelinenshorts,white

sandalsandwhitevestandofcozsunglasses



Me:"youcould'vewornblackorsomething"

Him:"Ilikeyourchoiceofcolors"

Withthatwewalkedhandinhandtothebeach.The

peoplearefriendlyIsayItookoffmysandalsas

soonaswehitthesandIwalkedoutofhisreach

awayintothewaterslaughingevenfromtheheartI

feltfree,Iwasfulloflove,fulloflife.Heranalong

trynacatchupwithmeandhesurelydid

Hewasevenbreathless:v

Me:"you'resounfitbutyou'reasportsman"

Him:"babedon'tgothere"

Lolhehadbothourshoesaswewalkedtheshores...

Iheardsomeonescreamingmyname



Istoppedandheturned

Him:"nankuAmish"

Iturnedandsmiledwidelyassherantowardsus

giggling,wescreechedandhugged:Dwasgood

seeingsomeoneIknowbesidesLonandizekuye.

-

#59

Me:"baby!Damnyou'rehot"!

Her:"you'reHot!Blazinghot...heyLaa"

Him:"Amanda"

Her:"hewethuwhendidyouarrivehere"?

Me:"earliertoday,sohow'sthelifearoundhere"?



Her:"prettygoodifImaysayso..butI'msureMr

Titusoverherewillintroduceyoutothemostlavish

places"

Him:"plzdon'tstartwithyourru-"

Me:"uh-uhwe'renotgonnadothatnow.

[10/8,20:30]‪+27730692704‬:Him:"shestar-"

Me:"Idon'tcare,whateverdifferencesy'allhaveyou

willhavetosuckemupokwangokundilapha"

Her:"I'msorryChom.GuessIshouldleavey'all"

Me:"ohcummon"

Her:"callmebeforeyougo...wecouldcomebrunch"

Me:"okayke"

WehuggedoncemorethenshejustlookedatLaa

andleft.Iwalkedon,withoutsayinganotherword.

Hefollowed...weweren'ttalkingforsomesome

time...



Ididn'twannafightnorchoosebetweenthetwoof

them.Idon'texpectLandiletolikeAmandabutat

leasttheyshouldtryandgetalongcozI'mthe

mutualfriendhere.

Him:"babyI'msorry"

Me:"she'sbeenthereformeyouknow"

Him:"Iknowbutshedon'tknowherplace"

Me:"that'syouropinion"

Wathula

Me:"who'sReebo"?

Him:"exkaOvayo,what'shegottodowiththis"?

Me:"whendidtheydate"?

Him:"beforeIdatedher"

Me:"howsureareyouthatKamvaisyours"

Him:"shegotpregnantenam...likewhatthehellsup



now"?

Ikeptquiet...IjustfeltlikeOvayoisnottellingthe

truthsomehow.

Iranintothewateruntilthewaterreachedmythighs

Me:"baby"!!

Hewasabitfar...

Him:"ha.ababeamagetwet"

Me:"pleeeez"

Hecameinbutstoppedwhenthewaterreachedhis

knees

Me:"plztakeapic"

Him:"I'mnotcominganyfurtherkene"



Me:"thispicisgonnabefarbabe"

Him:"I'llusemyphone"

Istrikedacoupleofposesplayingaround

carefree,alsogotwet:)thenwegotoutofthewater

sayotya..aswewaitedforourorderwesippedon

exoticcocktails

Him:"babywhatdidyoumeanearlier"

Me:"forgetIsaidanythingbabe"

Him:"okay"

Me:"let'sstrikeadeal...NoOvayoinour

conversationuntilIleavethisplace"

Him:"that'seasy"

Me:"we'llsee"

Him:"youdon'ttrustme"?

Me:"itsherIdon'ttrust"



Kwafikaukutyakwethu...somedeliciousseafood.

Weateupmakingsmallconversation.Havingspent

theentiredayatthebeach,Itwasgettinglatesowe

walkedbackhome.

Him:"let'swatchmovies"

Me:"onlyifIgettochoose"

Him:"shot"

Iexpectedustowatchelounge-_-that'swherewe

watchmoviesekhayaneh?WelltheTitushaveclass

mntakadad,wewalkeddownstairstoaninhouse

amphitheaterthatwasasbigasthreenormalroom

smashedtogether..verystylishandglamorousbut

whatcouldIhaveexpectedfromFaith?Thatwoman

spellsGLAMOURwithherwalksletaloneher

lifestyle.

Wewatchedacoupleofmovies,untilIdozedoff

whilewatching.



Him:"babywakeup"

Islightlyopenedmyeyes...

Him:"themovieisover,come"

Irubbedmyeyesandfollowedhimbackup,heused

anelevatorasheledmetomyroom.

Him:"you'renothavingsupper"?

Me:"hm.mh..I'mtoosleepy"

Him:"okay,getchangedI'llbeback"

Me:"mh"

Hewalkedout,Iworemypajamashortsand

vest,closedmywindowsandgotintobed.Notlong

afterthathewalkedbackin

Him:"goodnightthen"

Me:"mmight"



HekissedmyforeheadandIheardhimclosethe

door.

-

EvearrivedattheEastLondonairportandcalledher

baeandhewasalreadywaitingforherimpatiently

Him:"Icanseeyoubae"

Her:"oh"

Shehungupandwalkedtowherehewas.They

huggedandhetookthebaby,kissedhimandhelped

herastheywalkedtohiscar.

Him:"shouldwegrababite"?

Her:"nothanks"



Him:"you'renervous"

Her:"youblameme"?

Him:"trytorelax...mymomwillloveyou"

Sheneverresponded.HehadtoldheraLilabouthis

familyandwheretheyweregoingandall

expectationssoshewasn'tatallcluelessbutwhat

wasstillaproblemwasthedamagesfee...Xhosa

peoplepaywhenthey'veimpregnatedsomeone's

daughtersosinceherfamilyneverreportedthe

issuetohisfamily,onheraccountcozshedecided

tokeepitasecret,nowthattheyarehere.Things

hadtobedonerightespeciallybecausethechildisa

boy.

TheydrovetothemostfarEasternCapevillages

(ruralareas)wheremostofhisfamilywaslocatedin

theTranskei,aspecificVillagebythename

Cofimvaba



Eve:"arewestillfar"?

Him:"yeah,abouttwomorehours"

Her:"yhoIneedabathroom"

Him:"okaywe'llstopatagaragebaby"

Herovefastertilltheyreachedagarage,shelefthim

withthebabyandwentlookingforatoilet,hetook

hischildandwalkedintotheLilcaféandbought

snaxforthetwoofthem.Shereturnedandsawthe

thingshebought

Her:"youdidn'thavetobaby"

Him:"knowingyou,youwon'teatuntilthis

introductionwiththefolksisover"

Her:"thingis,I'mwhiteandI'veneverbeentothe

villagesbefore,letaloneunderstandthelanguage...

SowishTrinawasherenow"

Him:"we'lldothistogether.Don'tstressyourself"



Theyrestedforawhileeatingthenthejourney

continued.Hedroveintohishometownasdustyas

itiswithreddishbrownsoil,dunesandhills

everywhere...Asherovefurtheron,shewastakenby

thebeautyandnaturalityofthisplacecozshewas

neverkeenongoingtothefarmsbeforesotoher

thiswasarealitycheck

Him:"babylookeverthere...onyourright"

Her:"isthatwherewe'regoing"?

Him:"yeah"

Her:"wow!Itlookslikeanancientpalace"

Him:"notsureaboutancientthough"

Her:"ohmxm,Imeantheexteriordesignofthe

compound"

Him:"mmh...braceyourself"

Her:"ohGod"

Hechuckled



Theydrovetoabeautifulcraftedhouse...whoah

wait,biiiglavishyettraditionalhouse.Thepeople

camerunningoutsideululatingastheyevacuated

thecarandwalkedtothemainrondavel,rugsand

clothingwerelaidontheirpath,Lwandoknowingthe

drillwasn'tsurprisedhewalkedontopoftheclothing

shefollowedsuitastheyenteredandgreetedthe

elders.ShewasinformedbyLwandonottoholdthe

eldershandsnorlookthemstraightintheeyeunless

instructedotherwisesoshekepttheinstructions

andsatbesidesthedoorashewenttogreethis

people

Mama:"sisi,comesitherenexttome"

Evelookedaroundandrealizedthatwasmeantfor

her,shecarefullytookNathanandwalkedtowhere

thewomanofthehousewasandshehandedover

thechildasshesatnexttoher



Mama:"owbethunaakasemhletata"

Him:"moloNontombi,youareEvelinaright"?

Mama:"haytata...Evelyn"

Him:"makesnodifference"

Her:"molotah-tah"

Him:"doyouunderstandourlanguage"?

Her:"justalittlesir"

Him:"youwillhavetolearnmntanambecausethis

littlemanhastoknowitfluently"

Her:"yestah-tah"

Mamaundressedthechildandanauntbroughta

basinofwaterwavaswa.Lwandowasgonehewent

tohisflateyobekaiimpahlazaboandtoattendtoa

coupleofthingsbeforebedtime

Likhona,LwandossisterwalkedinandsmikdatEve

asshecametogreetherwithawarmhug



Her:"youmustbeEve,I'mLikhonabutyoucancall

meLiks"

Eve:"nicetomeetyou"

Her:"comewithme,youmustbetired"

Evelookedatmama,shenodthenEveleftthechild

andfollowedLiks.TheyenteredaflatandEvegota

Lileasewhenshesawherbags.

Liks:"soEve,howwasthetrip"

Her:"looonghey,doyoulivehere?Likeeveryday"

Liks:"yeah,IattendWSUinUmtatasoIcanbeclose

home"

Her:"Iloveyourhome,nothinglikewhereIgrew

up...its...Secludedandnatural"

Liks:"wellwekindahavetoliveuptowhoweare"

Her:"whoyouare"?



Liks:"yeah,mydadisthechiefaroundhere"

Her:"ohmyword,soyou'relikeaprincess"

Liks:"youdidn'tknow?Ithoughtmybrothertoldyou"

Her:"wellhenevermentionedit"

Liks:"oh,mybad...here'shotwater,youcanbaththen

comebacktothehousefordinner"her:"okaythanks"

Likhonaleft,Evebathedfinished:vnotevenfamiliar

withbathinginabasinbutshetoldherselflifeisa

journeyoflearningandshewaskindaobligedto

learnandunderstandhisculturebecausenowit

involvedachild.Shehadtoknowsomestufftotell

herchildifLwandoisnolongerinthepictureatleast

umntanakheangabiascluelessassheis.Whenshe

wasdoneshewrappedatowelandsatonthebedto

callherlilsister

Phonerings...Goesunanswered

Shetriedagain



Me:"mh"?

Her:"plzwakeup"

Ikeptquiet...Iwassoflippenexhausted

man,emanziolwandlehavesometyp'aeffectworse

xauwagqibelekdala

Her:"Trinacummonman"

Me:"sssup"?

Her:"situpIwannatalktoya"

Iturnedandsleptonmyback,atleastIknowIwon't

fallasleepwhiletalking

Me:"I'mup,what'sgoingon?AreyouineastLondon

yet?Where'sBooboo"?

Her:"he'swithhisgrandma,listen.Ineedhelp"

Me:"youneedhelp"?



Her:"yes...YouknowInonothingabouttheCosa

cultureespeciallytherulesinakingdomsortof

environment"

Me:"wait...First,thewordisXhosawithinX

secondly,whatkingdom"?

Her:"thebae'sdadhappenstobeachief"

Me:"whoah!You'rekidding"

Her:"stru"

Me:"well,firstlyyougottashowrespectandwerea

dressthatisbelowthekneeandadoekunlessthey

tellotherwise"

Her:"okay"

Me:"youknownottoasktomanyquestionsright"

Her:"yeahLwandowarnedmeaboutthat"

Me:"good,wellmakeuseofGooglecozIknow

nothingaboutkingdoms"

Her:"goodthinking...LookIgottago,thankshey"

Me:"enjoyyourselfbabe"



Her:"Ihopeso"

Me:"youknowwhatwillhelpyou?Open-minded

spiritandattitude"

Her:"I'llkeepnoteofthat"

Me:"night"

Her:"night"

Ihungupandwenttothebathroom,returnedand

checkedFacebook:Dbaepostedoneofthepictures

wetookatthebeachtogether

Captioned:Idon'tknowifIcanloveanyoneelsethe

wayIlovethissoul#TodayCT#SisBae

Andthecomments:DIjustlikedandloggedout..I

neededmyrest.

-



EarlyonThursdayIwaswokenupyobreakfastin

bed,Lolthesmellofbaconthough.Ipoppedmy

headupandlookedaround,sisKatwasbusy

arrangingthefoodonatablewithonechair,facing

thewindowwiththecurtainsopenedthesunshining

eversobeautifullybright...

Sis:"morningTrina,breakfastisready"

Me:"morningsisKat"

Iwalkedtothebathroom,showeredandcameout

wrappedinatowel,foundsomeoneelsesweeping

myroom,thebedwasalreadymadeo.O

Me:"uhm...hi"

Her:"hi,I'mSoniaI'llbetakingcareofyoursuite"

Me:"oh...Thankyou...Foruhm,this"

Her:"you'rewelcome,needanythingelse"?



Me:"nothanks...I'lljusthavebreakfast"

Her:"okay,justcallwhenyouneedme.Usethisand

dial6forme,5forthekitchenand4forthelaundry"

Me:"ohkay"

ShesweptFinishandleft.

Isighed:oyabonaleIlife:/itsnoteasytoblendin

mtchanam...Iatemyfoodthengotdressed,daytwo

intheCape...Ihadtogoseemybrothertoday.AsI

woreablueshortdressandwhitepumpsItooksling

bagndafakamywalletandphonethenIwent

downstairs

IwenttowhereIfoundLandileizolobutcouldn'tfind

himsoIsatthereandcalledhim

Him:"hey"

Me:"mh,wakinguptoalonesomehouseisn't

romanticatall"



Him:"Iknow,pityyou'renotlonely"

Me:"you'rekidding"

Him:"I'mrightbehindyou"

Iturned..hewasleaningbythedoor.Ihungupand

smiled.

Him:"soI'mtakingyououttoday"

Me:"I'dlovethat"

Him:"there'sabutsomewhere"

Me:'Iwannaseemybrotherfirst"

Him:"thatmustbetheprotectiveone"

Me:"Marc"

Him:"Idon'twannadieyet...I'lljustdropyouoff,you'll

callwhenyou'rereadytocomeback"

Ilaughedmylungsout



Me:"uphambenekodwa"

Him:"phambaniswanguwebabe...haveyoueaten"?

Me:"yessir"

Him:"thenlet'sgo"

Wewentout...Jaywasalreadywaiting.Heopened

thecar,wegotinIgavehimthedirectionsandhe

drovetoMarc'splaceIkissedthisniqqaandgotout

Herolleddownthewindowandwhistled,Iturned

smiling

Him:"willIbearrestedifIacclaimyoursexiness"?

Me:"ifonlyIburstfromblushing"

Jaylaughed.Ismiledathimandwalkedtothe

door,knockedandLizzyopened.Thecaroutside



hootedandleft.

Her:"hi,comeonin"

Me:"thankyou"

Ifollowedherinandwenttositdownelounge...

Her:"anythingtodrink"?

Me:"uhm,nothanks"

Her:"okay...I'llcallMarc"

Me:"thankyou"

Sheleft...IcalledLuu

Him:"whatthefuckfor"?

Me:"mindyourlanguagesir"

Him:"ohshit,Trinaitsyou?Sorryman,thoughtitwas

someoneelse"



Me:"ooh?Dudewhatgotyousoworkedup"?

Him:"don'tworryaboutit,how'syoudoing"?

Me:"I'mgood...justbored"

Him:"bored?IntheCape?GotoMarc"

Me:"I'mAThisplace...hisnothere"

Him:"didyoucallhim''

Me:"Lizzywilldothehonors"

Helaughed:vdidIsayanythingwrong?

Him:"bigisshe"?

Me:"theonlythingbigisherstomach"

Him:"ohshame,sowhatexactlyareyoudoing"

Me:"youdon'twannaknow...hasEvecalledyet"?

Him:"no,youknowEve"

Me:"shecalledmelastnight"

Him:"thenshechosetotextme...mmkay"



Me:"haha!You'recomplainingnow"?

Him:"noI'mjustsaying...Ihopethatniqqadidn't

bringyouthere"

Me:"hedidBUThedidn'tseeMarc"

Him:"hemustthankhisancestors"

Ilaughed...Marcisn'tthatbadthough

Me:"byebyeLuu"

Him:"whatever"

Ihungup,ligezakeumntakaSmith.

-
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Imusthavewaitedforupto40minuteskwaske

kwavelauRanger...MyheartstartedbeatingaLil

faster:/indawienoRangerintoBeast

Him:"ola"

Me:"hi"

Him:"oohyou'rethevisitorLizwastalkingabout"

Me:"mh"

Hewalkedout...

Igotandwalkedtothedoor...

40minutesenento,yonke?Haymntakadad.

Ndaphumamnandizixelelebandiyahamba...Icalled

baeassoonasIreachedthegate

Him:"yhoIwasmissingyoualready"

Me:"ncooh,comefetchme"

Him:"5minutes"



Me:"faster...I'msuperboredhere"

Him:"yesma'am"

Ihungupandwalkedoutthegate...MarcuscalledI

justlookedatthescreen.Inlessthan.Fiveminutes

JayappearedIgotintothecarandweleft.

Laa:"whereshouldItakeyou"?

Me:"I'mkindaexhausted"

Him:"soyouwannagohome"?

Me:"yeah,we'lldotheoutdoorsthingngomso..plz"

Him:"nopro'm"

Marccalledagain...

Me:"hi"

Him:"hey,heardyouwerehere"



Me:"cool"

Him:"I'msorryman,Ididn'tknowitsyouandbesides

Iwasinameeting"

Me:"nopro'm"

Him:"nextimeIwillmakesureyougetmywhole

attention"

Me:"ifthere'llbeanexttimeIpromisetocallsothat

Iwon'tdisturbyourmeetings"

Him:"ohcummonTrina"

Me:"I'mbeingreal"

Him:"LizzyjustsaidIhadavisitor,shenever

mentionedyourname,I'msorry"

Me:"sure"

Him:''sowillyoucomeagain"?

Me:"maybeSunday"

Him:"whenareyougoingback"?

Me:"Mondayafternoon"

Him:"okay,thenpleasesleephereSunday"



Me:"sleepover?WithLizzyinthehouse?Idon'tthink

so"

Him:"whenwilly'allbondthough,cozshe'spartof

thefamilynow"

Me:"becauseshe'spregnant"?

Him:"duh"

Me:"isityours"?

Him:"let'snotgothere"

Me:"mmh,gottago"

Him:"you'restillhurtthough"

Me:"I'mabiggirl"

Him:"I'msorryonceagainbaby"

Me:"itscoolboet".

Wehungup

WearrivedendliniIjustwalkedtothe

lounge,removedmyshoesandrestedonthecouch.

Hecameandkneedrightinfrontofme



Him:"heywhat'sup"?

Me:"canwejustliedown"

Him:"wellwecan'tshareacouch,followme"

Hetookmyshoes,heldmyhandthenwefollowed

eachothertotheelevator...weactuallywenttothe

roof:Dtherewasagazeboandasponge

underneathit.Iwasawestruck...Lendlureallyisbuilt

foraqueen

Him:"thinkthiswillaccommodatebothofus"

Ijustnodandlaydown,hefollowed.Iturnedmyback

againsthim,heextendedhisarmIrestedmyheadon

itandtheotheronejustwentacrossmybody

Me:"hewasinameetingallthistime"

Him:"soyoumeanyouneversawhim''?



Me:"Nov

Hekissedmyneckfrombehind

Me:"there'ssomethingIwannaaskyou"

Him:"okay"

Me:"itsaboutLwando"

Hetensed...

Iturnedandfacedhim,Icouldseesomedarknessin

hiseyes

Me:"youdoknowyouhavetogetoveritatonepoint"

Him:"I'moverit"

Me:"no,youpretendtobeoverit..youcan'tpretend

nakum"



Hesighedandclosedhiseyesforaminute

Him:"okaybabe,buza"

Me:"ishowcomeyounevermentionedthatLwando

isachief'sson"?

Him:"Ineverthoughtitwasimportant"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"babe...Uyayaznawehe'snotmyfavorite

person"

Me:"mmh"

Wejustlaytherefacingeachothernotsayingaword.

Histwinbrothercalled

Him:"Soso"

Soso:"olantwana,nigrand"?

Him:"topswena"?

Soso:"yilowae..Uphiumolokazana"?



Him:"nanku"

Soso:"celaumnikeIphone"

Heputthephoneonmyear...

Him:"baby"

Me:"ntwana"

Him:"esheawsekholidinje,unjani"?

Me:"hotwena"?

Landilechuckled

Him:"lukewarm,dudeekmisjou"

Me:"eshe"

Him:"youdon'tbelieveme"

Me:"ifyoureallymissedmeyouwould'vebeenhere

yesterdaysinceyoucouldn'tbeattheairport"



Him:"I'msorryntwana"

Me:"cool"

Him:"Ididn'twannabeadistractionphakathikwenu

afterthelongdistanceissuesy'allhad"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Him:"sondikuphathelentoni"?

Me:"anything"

Him:"okay,laterneh"

Me:"sure"

-

WhenEvewasdoneshewenttothemain

hut,dressedlikeumfaziwalaphanyhani,adoekand

all.Shesatonthestrawmatbythesideofthedoor

Mama:"mydear,we'llbehavingsuppernow.Doyou

haveanyspecificationsweshouldknowabout"?



Her:"nomama"

Mama:"okaythen,followme"

Theywenttoanotherhut,whichwasoneofthose

ababizwau8-konaomkhulukenalaphakoeight

kona...Itwasaseparatelounge,fullyandstylishly

decoratedwithAfricanornamentsandimagesanda

longwoodendiningtablewithmatchingchairs.

MamagaveheraseatasLikhonaandotherpeople

preparedthedinnerandsettingofthetable.Tatathe

ChiefwalkedincarryingNathanandwenttoseatat

theheadofthetable,mamasatjustbelowhim,then

followedLwandoandEve.Thegirlsdishedupand

everyoneelsetooktheirpositionskwatyiwa

Tata:"earlytomorrowmorningwehavetogettoEast

LondonEvelina,itisofutmostimportancethatwe

meetwithyourparentsbecausethereareacouple

ofthingswehavetodidforthechildwhileyouare

stillherewithhim"

Her:"yessir"



Him:"plzcallthembeforeyougotobed,tellthem

siyeza"

Her:"yessir"

Him:"Lwando,ungalaliungayangakunyokolumeno

Tamkhuluwakhondizohambanabo"

LD:"sendyiletaima"

Him:"kulungileke...Mandiyolalaman.Erh,I'mtaking

thechildfortonight"

LD:"uyancacataimaakazokwazi,uzambonaksada

beforenihambe"

Him:"oohokayke,zeniyomthathaxaniyolala"

LD:"okay"

Hisfatherleft,wecontinuedeating.Evewasfamiliar

withthefoodsoitwasnothingshecouldn'thandle.

Afterthey'veeatenEvefollowedSosototheirflat

Him:"lemmegoandfetchthechild"



Shedidn'tanswer,shepreparedthebed,fixinga

placeforherchildandgotinsidetheothersideof

thebed.Lwandoreturnedwiththechildandhewas

asleep...shetuckedhiminwarmlyandplacedhimon

themiddle.Lwandoundressedandalsogotit.

Him:"uright"?

Her:"yeah"

Hestudiedherforaminute...

Him:"babytalktome"

Her:"saidI'mfine,canweplzsleep"?

Him:"no,notinthismood.What'sgoingon"?

Sheclosedhereyesandpretendednottohearhim.

Heeventuallydroppeditandtriedsleeping.When



shewassurehewasasleepshegotupwithher

phoneandwalkedtotheloungedialledherhome

number

Dad:"SmithresidencehowcanIassist"?

Her:"dad"

Him:"Evelyn?What'swrong"?

Her:"nothingdad...Iuhm,whatareyoudoing

tomorrow"?

Him:"goingtochurchafterthatI'llbehome"

Her:"okay...Therearepeoplewhowannavisityou"

Him:"people?Whatpeople"?

Her:"fromwhereIgotNathan"

Him:"oh,lemmeguess,thywannapaydamages"?

Her:"yes"

Him:"mmhIsee"

Her:"soshouldItellthemitsokayiftheycome"?

Him:"yeahwhynot"



Her:"thanks,haveagoodnight"

Him:"thesameIwishforyou"

Shehungupandjustsatthere...

Her:"IfeellikeIdon'tbelonghere"

Him:"butI'mhereforyou"

Sheturnedstartled,lasttimeshecheckedhewas

fastasleep...Whowouldn'tbeshockedwhenyou're

talkingtoyourselfandyoujustheararesponse?:v

Her:"Iknow"

Him:''thendon'tmindanycritics,we'reinthis

togetherwhethertheylikeitornot"

Hecametohugher....comfortingmode
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ThursdayMorningthechiefandhispeopleleftfor

EastLondon,LwandodependingonSosofor

directionswasthemostnervouscozunlike

Landile,hehadn'tmetMrSmith.Assoonasthey

enteredEastLondonhecalledhimagain

Soso:"olandoda"

Him:"shosani,usurengezidirections"?

Soso:"esheawmanzinjeLwando.Yintonleundibuza

yona"?

Him:"Ijuswannamakesuredawg"

Soso:"that'sactuallyaninsultyouknowthatright?

Ndimumntuohlalaemontimoegoendinindizothini

ungabisure"?

Him:"okaythanksbro"

Soso:"howfarareyounow"?

Him:"tooclose"

Soso:"goodlucksonny,utatuSmithufananqwano



WillSmithphaKuMrandMrsSmith"

Him:"what"?

Soso:"theykicksass"

:v

Soso:"ndadlalandodachillexntwana"

Him:"mxmuzandphambanisakanjanwena"

Sosolaughed,LDhungupandcontinuedthejourney.

Theyreachedthehouseandhooted,thegateopened

andMrSmithcameoutastheygotoutoftheircar...

Achiefgoesnowherewithouthispraisersothis

wasn'taydifferent.Assoonastheirfeetsetthe

ground,thepraiserstartedhisthing:

His:"AaahZanzolo,Nkosiyakwantu.Uphila

kumhlab'obumvaaphokungenokuphilanenkunzane!

nkosiyakwaXhosa!Unyathelaamevaagobe

intsimbiinqanqazekukhaleuqaqaqa.Weeeena

dwalaelimiyokananjaloelingalaliyo...Philawande

nkosinyam.Philauqhamenkosiyam"



Hecontinuedwithhispraisesuntilthewereseated

inthelounge.

Chief:"Dalihluzi"

Him:"ewebawo"

Withthathekneeleddown,placedtwobottlesof

CommandobrandywithR500onthegroundthenhe

alsodidsomepraises.

Chief:"sir,wewouldfirstliketothankyouforallowing

ustocomehere"

Dad:"Iwasstartledatfirst,butknowingthematterat

hand,Icouldn'tstandagainstit"

Momappearedwithdrinksandglasses,shegreeted

andsmiledassheplacedthetrayonthetableand

left.



Chief:"IamChiefDludakaHeadmanTitus,thisismy

brotherandthisismybrother-in-law..wearehere

becauseofoursonLwandowhohaseatenfrom

yourforbiddentree"

Dad:"namkhelekhileNkhosi,I'mMrSmithandmy

wifeistheonewhojustdroppedthese.Weare

Evelyn'sparents"

Chief:"mnumzana,onbehalfofourson,wewantto

makethingsrightbetweenthetwofamilies"

Dad:"andhow'sthatsir,ifImayask"?

Chief:"wefirstacknowledgeourson'swrongdoing

andwecametopaythedamages"

Dad:"Isee"

Chief:"withyourpermissionofcoz"

Dad:"wellIcan'tholdthesinsofthechildrenagainst

youNkhosi"

Chief:"I'mgratefulsir...Dalihluzi"?

Him:"eweNkosiyam"



HewentforwardandputonthetableanotherTwo

bottlesofgin,nowalongwithtwototglassesandhe

pouredforallofthem.

Evecalledhermom,shehadtoknowwhat'sgoingon

Mom:"hello"?

Her:"mom,howareyou"

Mom:"I'mgoodbabygirl,howareyou.Whereare

you"?

Her:"I'matthevillages"

Mom:"oh,thechiefleftyoubehind?Howarethey

treatingyou"?

Her:"verygoodmom...theyareverykindpeople.How

arethingsthatside"?

Mom:"Idon'tknowmydear,I'mawomanIdon'tget

involvedinmenbusiness"

Her:"isdadatleastcalm"?



Mom:"fromwhatI'mhearing,thingsaregoingwell.

I'mactuallycookingforthemyourdadsaidso"

Her:"ohthankGod"

Mom:"sowhenareweseeinglittleNathan"?

Her:"IthinkSundaybecauseassoonastheyreturn

backthey'llprepareforhisintroductiontohis

ancestors"

Mom:"ooh,thenmakeitSunday.Youcannotreturn

backtoJo'burgwithoutcominghere"

Her:"Iknowmom..haveyouseenLwando"?

Mom:"No,Ithinkhe'sleftinthecar"

Her:"oh"

Mom:"keepwellnow,Ihavetogo"

Her:"bye"

-theyhungup-

Theeldersnegotiatedintozabokeandmomcooked



anddishedupforeveryonethenthechiefanhis

peopleleftlateronintheafternoon.Thejourney

backwasalongonebutmadeshortbecausetheir

stresslevelshavedecreased.

-

FridayIwokeupandwasreallyinthemoodtogo

out,thankGodmyroomwasn'tinvadedwhenIwoke

up:DbutafterItookmybathndibuyaandshewas

donemakingandfixingmybed,openingwindows

anddusting-_-I'mnotreallyusedtothislifestyle,I

mean.Couldn'tshewaitndiphumeke?Idecidedthat

iwontargueaboutthisigreetedherwithasmile

andstartedsearchingforclothestowearIwore

skinnyjeanseziblue,highwaist.Tuckedindenim

shirtandworeathinwhitebeltwithwhiteChucks

andofcozthebagasozeishiyekemfana.

Iwalkeddownstairsandwalkedmyselfoutsideto

thepoolside:Dndiqhelamsinyamntakamahqha



leyemaidayingenincamcozuNandi

wayengasondlulelithinaekhaya,atleastifshe

did,she'dwaitforustobegone.Ipluggedinmy

earphonesandrelaxedonthepoolchairs

Hecalledme...

Me:"bhut'bae"

Him:"nana,kuthwayou'renotinyourroom"

Me:"akushushubra"

Him:"oh,okay"

Hedroppedthecall...Iknewhe'scomingandina

matterofsecondshecameout.Kissedmycheek

andsatnexttome

Him:"areyounoteating"?

Me:"I'mnothungry...awkavasi"

Him:"we'regoingsomewhere"?



Me:"no.Duhyou'retakingmeout,remember"?

Him:"soearly"

Me:"notakeyourtimesweety"

Him:"mmh...Ibroughtyousomeone"

Me:"someone"?

Ilookedbytheentranceofthehouse,hegotupand

returnedwithSoso:DIlaughedandsatup,IknewI

wasupforabiiiiighug!

Me:"whotookmyplaceinyourheartthough"?

Him:"youstillhavetoask?DudeLandiletakesupall

thespaceeveninthishouse"

:vuh-huh

Me:"ooh,soaphakuwrI'mactuallycompetingwith

myman?Mh,that'safirst"

Him:"I'msorryke"

Me:"you'renot"



Him:"LandilemntakzakhawthethenoMrs"

Laa:"andingenindawo"

Him:"mxmusourkanene...bae,umhleyaz.Arewe

goingshopping"?

Me:"arewe"?

Him:"wellJayisstilloutsidemasambe"

Me:"thatwasquick"

Him:"kalokndiyazcengezelaapha"

Me:"babeambovasa"

Him:"UvileSoso?Thatmeansyou'rewaitingforme

whetheryoulikeitornot"

Soso:"ndikuthembilekeuzovasaubusowena"

:v:v

Ijustlaughed,thesearetwinsremember?Theydon't

needasparewheelwhentheyargu...naah.
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BaewenttoshowerasIchilledwithSosointhecar

Him:"sonisharp"

Me:"yeah"

Wathicwaka...Ikindafeltuncomfortableafterthat

butIdidn'twannaappearasnaivesoIkeptmy

incomfortabilitytomyself.Baeappearedwearing

bluedenimshorts,whiteroundneckshirtand

sneakers.Oh,Sosoworewhitedenimshorts,avest

andsneakers...Boththeirbodiesthough:'(there

wastoomuchheatmntakadad.Assoonashegot

in,JaydroveoutofthehousetotheV&AWaterfront

WewenttoAuberginesRestaurantinGarden:)to

eatsomerealgoodhearty"whitefolk"food.Itwas

muchlighternow,regardingmyearlierconversation

withSosoandIwasrelievedcozIdon'treallyknow

what'sgoingoninhismind.Afterthatwewentfor



shopping,Sosoowedme,remember?:pAssoonas

wegotout,Ijustfeltgoosebumps:oIlookedaround

nervously

Bae:"uthenbabe"?

Me:"uhm...Idon'tknow"

Him:"butyoulooknervous"

Me:"Ifeelnervous"

Him:"okay..maybeitsjusttheplace"

Heheldmyhandaswewalkedinsidebutwhenwe

reachedthedoorandturnedndathintlangeRam

DakotaneRampowerWagonezimnyama-_-Ijust

knewwhyIhadcreeps.Beastisinthehood

IcollectedmyselfandpretendedlikeIdidn'tsee

themthoughmyconscioussaidtheysawme.We

walkedonandjokedaroundaswedidtheshopping

:vsangenakwaSpitz



Me:"hayinguyssifunantonapha"?

Bae:"sothengelawenaICarvella"

Me:"hellNO!DudeIhatethatshoe"

Iwalkedbackout...niqqa!

IbumpontoGudda

Him:"LilmissSmith"

Me:"Gudda"

Him:"youlookstartled,ohwait,bigbrodoesn'tknow

you'rehere"?

Thetwinsfollowedoutandstoodonboth

sides...quizzically

Him:"andyouhavebodygaurds"



Me:"startledIam...Ineverknowjykanpraat(youcan

speak)"

Soso:"Tee"?

Me:"guys...thisisGudda.Mybrother'sfriend.Since

youalreadyservedthemasmyguardsIbestbelieve

thatsuitsthem"

Him:"cockyIsee"

Me:"dumbass"

Iturnedandwalkedaway...Thetwinsfollowed.

Wecontinuedwiththeshopping,noonementioning

theGuddasagauntilwereachedJohnDory'sasI

indulgedonmyprawns,Sosojustblurtedout:

Him:"chomi,ha.athesuspenseiskillingme.What

wasthatallabout"?

Me:"what"?

Him:"youandGaqa":v



Bae:"hemeansGudda"

Him:"nguGaqalowanakhangeuzboneiimbande

zakhe?Hehbabe,isheathug?ImeanIknowyou

saidhe'syourbro'sfriendbutdamn"!

Ijustlaughed...Hewasblabberingsooomuchone

wouldswearhe'sgayorsomething,evenhishand

gestures:vweresoooOTT!!

Me:"Andimazibraonthugs..Actuallyisdon'teven

knowhim,ndaqalanomvaethethamna"

Him:"okey-dokey.Importantquestion:doesyour

brotherknowyou'rehere"?

Me:"precisely"

Him:"that'sarelief"

Wexontinued...Myphonerang:(Iwasn'tsureifit

wasrightformetoansweritamidstthetwinsbutI

couldn'taffordsuspicionnowsoIkindacrossedmy



fingers...

Me:"excuseme"

...andanswered

Me:"hello"

Him:"hi.Uright"?

Me:"ndirightwena"?

Him:"sho...youlookbeautiful"

Me:"thanks"

Him:"yousoundtense"

Ididn'tanswer...

Him:"ndcelaukubona,fiveminutes"

Me:"erhm..Ican't,I'mactuallyhavinglunchrightnow



socanwetakearaincheck"

Him:"thiscan'twait"

Me:"wellitkindahastocozIcan'tjustdrop

errythangandcometoyou"

Him:"thenI'mcomingtoyou"

Hehungup

Iuhm...Panicked.

Bae:"babyuright?What'sgoingon"?

Soso:"isityourbrother"?

Me:"yesandno"

Bae:"whichiswhichkengokbaby"

Me:"hisfriendiscominghere...andhe'snotasnice

ashewillappeartobe"

Soso:"awbaweliumkhawlelachomi"?

Bae:"ifawkhosafebabysukuya"



WhenIwasabouttoanswer...IsawRanger,Gudda

andBeastwalkingexactlyinthatorder.Itrusted

BeastinJo'burgwhycan'tItrusthimnow?Hiseyes

werefixedonhisphone

Bae:"uhm...Soso,Ithinkwe'retoolate"

Soso:"don'ttellmengaba"

Me:"chilltheydon'tbite"

Theyreachedourtable

Beast:"molwenimajita,ziyathini"?

Bae:"shota,grandkuwe"?

Him:"moja,ugrandnawesani"?

Soso:"mojamyta"

Him:"Sibongile"



Ifelticedownmyspine...Heknowsnottocallme

bythatnameforobviousreasonsbuthe's

consistentSanaandakadaniumfomkhulunoba

ndingamphoxakangakanani

Me:"TaBeast"

Him:"youlookgood...Braz,celanindibolekeyenafor

afewminutes"

Soso:"sureta"

Landilelookedatme...But,hewasintimidatedbythe

likesofRangerandGuddaofcoz.

Him:"uzobaright"?

Me:"yeah,don'tworry"

Hekissedmycheek...IgotupandfollowedBeast

whowaswalkingrightinfrontofme.Ilookedback

andrealizedthatGuddaandRangerhavestayed



behind.

Weenteredhiscar,windowstintedpitchblack..kinda

warmbutscary.

Me:"whythough"?

Him:"yiawtiyakholeya"?

Me:"what'sitwithyou"?

Him:"itsjustaquestionofcuriosityitsgotnunwi'me

sweetheart"

Ididn'tanswer...

Hisphonerang..

Him:"Chuma"?

Her:"hey,usharp"?

Him:"you'rekidding"



Her:"umntanauyagulaplzcomequickly"

Him:"ifumntanaebegulaforrealyouwouldn'thave

startedngondbuzaimpilo.Sayyourshitorfuckoff"

Her:"you'reanassholeyouknowthat"

Him:"ain'tgottimeforyourshit"

Hehungup

Me:"whyamIhere"?

Him:"youwannaknow?Areyousure"?

Me:"duuh"!

Hecameclosertomyface,eyesfixedonmine,he

heldmychin...Idroppedmyeyesandhedriftedand

whisperedtomyear

Him:"Iwon'tsitaroundfortoolong"



Thenhemovedbackandchilled:/

Me:"Ineedtogo"

Him:"sure,lemmetakeyouback"

Heopenedthedoors,Iwalkedbrisklyinfrontofhim...

Mymindwasridingarollercoasteronhighspeed.

HowcouldIlethimdothat?Hesawmyvulnerability

andtookadvantageofit,nowheknowsmyweakest

link...likeIfeltguilty,justforlettinghimtouchmy

chinlikethat...seductively.WereachedOobaeandI

justsmiled,inpretensecozkengqondoyambisele

ikulafairytalebedyamndiyibolekwekwaTitusjust

forthisweekend.

Bae:"Ithinkweshouldgetgoing"

Beast:"Ineverintroducedmyself...myapologies"

Bae:"oh,I'mLandileandthisisLwandiso"

Him:"y'allareidenticaltwinsIsee"



Bae:"youcouldsaythat"

Him:"I'mBeast,thisisRangerandthatoneoverthere

isGudda"

Bae:"nicetomeety'all"

Him:"MissSmith...I'lltellPoloIsawyou"

Me:"I'm surehe'llcallme"

Him:"youknowhimbetter...thanksjitaz"

Bae:"shomyta"

Weusedanotherexitpointandwewenttothecar...

Thedrivehomewasasilentone.Iwasfar

away,SosolookedshakenandBaewasjustblank.

Lol

Me:"baby"?

Him:"nana"

Me:"canwegojogging,lateron"

Him:"erh...Surebutwehaveagymatthebasement"



Me:"nope,jognotgym"

Him:"okay,butyouneedtorestnow"

Me:"yesdad"

Hechuckledandkissedmylips...Ilaughedand

kissedhimback.
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Wereachedthehouse,Sosojustwalkedinwithout

sayingword.Iwalkedhand-in-handnobaeaswe

walkedupstairstomyroom.Wesatonthebed,not

sayingawordforafewseconds.

Me:"baby"?

Him:"mh"

Me:"I'msorryabout...whathappenedwiththe

uhm,otherguys"

Him:"don'tworryaboutit.Don'tyouwannaliedown"?



Me:"onlyifyouliedownwithme"

Him:"awsatefi"

Me:"youblameme"?

Heremovedhisshoesandhelpedmewithmine..my

phonerangatfirstIthoughtitmustbeMarcor

BeastsoIkindaignoredituntilhehandeditoverto

me

Me:"Vince,hi"

Him:"hey,howareyou"

Me:"Idon'twannabragmyfriend,howareyou"

Him:"I'mprettygood"

Iremovedmyshirtwhiletalkingonthephoneand

gotinbedwithbae

Me:"how'stheEasterservices"?



Him:"greathey,sowishyouwereherethough.First

handexperience"

Me:"ohman,sorry.ButI'llattendeveryother

service,thisonejustwasn'tmine"

Him:"canIbenosyforabit"?

Me:"surewhat'sup"?

Him:"whatwassoooimportantinthattripthatyou

couldn'tevenpostponeforatleastnextweek?"

Ismiledknowingly...Ubaewasfeddupevah?He

waskissingmyneckupslowlyandthedestination

wasthelips..:v

Me:"yousureyouwantmetoanswerthat"?

Him:"duh"

Me:"Imissedmyman"

Cwaka

.



.

Me:"hello"?

Him:"yeah,uhm,you'dnevermentionedhim"

Me:"didn'tseewhyIshouldandbesides,younever

asked"

Baewasveryclosetowherehewasgoing,likehe

wasafewmillimetersawayfrombitingmybottom

lip

Him:"ohkay...Letmerun"

Me:"thanksforthecallneh"

Him:"Ihopetoseeyoufirstwhenyou'reback"

Me:"done"

Him:"enjoykefriend"

Me:"thankyou,youtoohey"

BythetimeIhungup,hewasalreadynibblingonthe



cornerofmylip,Iwasgigglinglikeateenagermadly

inlove

Me:"baby"

Him:"hm.mhh"

Me:"Imakalok"

Him:"sssshhh"

Lolhayndancama,Iwentalongandkissedhimback.

Weexploredeversoslowly,enjoyingeachotheruntil

hisphonerang...Heignoredit.Butyoudoknowthat

irritatingringtonethatyoucan'treallyignore?Yeahit

wassomethinglikethat...Ipushedhimupand

lookedathim

Me:"plztakeit"

Him:"no,thisisourtime"

Me:"yangxolaleway"



Hekissedme,shuttingmeupIsee:vbutthis

damnedphonekeptonringing...Thistimehishand

reachedoutwhilewekissed

Him:"mmh"?

Faith:"isthathowyouansweryourphonenow"

Heabruptlystoppedrightonhistracksandgotof

mewachophanexttome

Him:"mom,hi.Howareyou"?

Her:"I'mgreat,howareyou?How'sTrina"?

Him:"we'regreatthanks,iseverythingokay"

Her:"yeah...Kamvasaysshemissesyou"

Heturnedandlookedatme...Iwasn'tpayingmuch

attentionthough.IwasbusychattingwithLuke:v



Her:"shouldIgiveherthephone"?

Him:"uhm...Notnowmom.I'mkindabusyrightnow"

Kay:"tata"?

Him:"heybaby,howareyou"

Iliftedupmyeyeso.OdidIhear"baby"?

Her:"tatabuya"?

Him:"tatauzobuyanguJunebaby,youmissdaddy

now"?

Her:"yes"

Him:"daddywillbringyoualotofpresentsevha"

Ooh..KuthethwanoKamva:/wellIcan'treally

competewithhernowcanI?ButIwaskindaglad

thatitwasher,nothermother!!!



Her:"okay"

Him:"nikaumamaIphonemntanam"

Her:"byebye"

Him:"byebyelove"

Faith:"hey,shereallymissesyou"

Hegotupandwalkedtothewindow

Him:"youknowyou'rereallypushingitnowmom,I

toldyouI'mbusyrightnowbutwhatdoyoudo?You

giveherthephonenonetheless"

Her:"watchyourtoneLandile"

Him:"mom"

Her:"okayI'msorrybaby,butyouhaven'treallybeen

givingheranyattentionlately"

Him:"that'scozI'mfixingthingswithTrina"

Her:"soyouchildhastosuffer"?

Him:"that'sabittoooverratedcozwebothknow



she'snotbyonebitsuffering"

Her:"howcanshenot,whenherdadisneglecting

her"?

Him:"youknowwhat?Nevermindmom"

Hehungup.

Wenttothebathroom.

IwasjustbusywithmyfamilyonourWhatsApp

group

:v

Luu:"SoEvelyn,howarethefarmstreatingyou"?

Her:"they'renotfarmsyouidiot,they'revillages"

Marc:"what'sthedifferencethough"

Her:"erh...Idon'tknow.AskTee"

Me:":vwhyaskmewhenIhaven'tevenseennor

beenwhereyouare"

Her:"mxmyouguysaretheworstfamilyever...



How'sLizzy"?

Marc:"she'sgood"

Luu:"Marc,hasteevisitedyouyet"?

Him:"yeahbutIwasbusy"

Eve:"whenareyouevertoobusyforyourLilsis"?

BaereturnedandhesawIwasbusyonthephonehe

justsattherefacingtheotherway...Iwasn'teven

awareofhispresence.TheFAMgotmehookedup

_̂̂

Marc:"therewassomemisunderstanding

somewhere"

Me:"Ibet"

Eve:"sheneverlikedusanywayIwouldn'tbe

surprisedshe'sthecauseofthatmisunderstanding"

Luu:"hahacanIlaughoutloud"?

Marc:"shutupLuu"



Istolealookatbae...

Me:"guys,chatlater"

Marc:"waartoegaanjy"?(Whereareyougoingto)

Me:"ekIbesigboet"(I'mbusybrother)

ThenIlockedthephoneandcrawledtowherebae

was...Thebedwaskingsized:oIkneeledbehind

himandgavehimasqueeze.Kissedhimfrom

behindtheearandnibbledonhisearlobe

Me:"mmmhuqumbeleni"?

Him:"I'mokaybabe"

Igotoffthebedandstoodbetweenhislegs,my

armsaroundhisneckhelookedupsmiling



Him:"babyI'mfine...But,youontheotherhandlook

sexy"

Me:"Ilooksexy?Udlalangam"

Hishandscaughtmybehind...IreleasedaaLillaugh

Him:"bae,you'regonnamakemehighstopteasing"

Me:"amIthatintoxicating"?

Him:"you'rekidding..comehere"

Wekissed...Hefellonhisbackanwecontinued

doingourthing,rollingoverthatmassivefairytale

bed,foolingaround,gigglingandtruthis,Iwashappy.

Ididn'tevenmissJozi:v
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Wejustlaytherenexttoeachother,enjoyingeach

otherscompany.

Me:"Iseeyou'refondofyourkid"



Him:"she'sjust...Toocute"

Me:"mmh"

Ijustlaymyheadinhischest.Listeningtohis

heartbeatalonebroughtasoothingsoundtomy

earsandheart,Ijustwantedtoslitherawayinto

Disneylandandnevercomebacktoprovethat,Iwas

driftingoffslowlytothongoland

Him:"baby"?

Me:"mmh"

Him:"ulelenah"?

Ididn'trespond.IjustfocusedtothisfantasyworldI

wasseeingthroughclosedeyes.

WemusthavesleptofftogethercozwhenIwas

wokenupyiphonevibratinghewasfastasleep..I

realizeditsnotminebuthissoIreachedoverand

lookedatthescreenseeingafamiliarnameI



decidedtopickthecallinsteadofwakinghimup

Me:"Landile'sphonehello"?

Her:"hi,mayIspeaktomyson"

Me:"he'snotavailableatthemomentbutyoucan

leaveamessage"

Her:"oh..Trina?Isthatyou"?

Me:"erhm...yeah"

Her:"ohwow,howAREyou?Itsbeenalongtime"

Iwaslike:/isthiswomanforreal?Shebeasking

howIamafterevelewaqalangondibuzaunyana

wakhe?Whodoesthat?

Me:"I'mokaythanks"

Her:"whydoyousounddown?Areyousureyou're

okaysweety"?

Me:"I'mokay,Iwasjustasleep"



Her:"oohokay,how'sschoolthough"

Me:"good"

Her:"youlivinginschoolresidence"?

Me:"no,Ilivewithmyfamily"

Her:"justlikeLele.Sohow'syourrelationshipdoing"?

Me:"myrelationshipisfinethanks"

Her:"you'resureImean,withthelongdistanceand

all"

Me:"erh..."

Her:"IhopeI'mnotpryingmylove,justthatwith

Kamvainthepicturenowpermanentlyitcanbevery

difficult"

Me:"Idon'tgetyouthough"

Her:"whatI'm sayingis,youcan'treallycompetewith

achildinthelifeofhisfatherasthefatherwon't

havemuchtimeforyou"

Me:"withallduerespectFaithyousoundpathetic

rightnow"



Her:"Ido?OhI'msorrysweetheart.Ijustwouldn't

likelittleKamvatogrowapartwithherdaddyafter

solongImean,they'restartingtobuildtheir

relationshiprightnow"

Me:"foraneducatedhigh-classwomanofyour

caliberyoudosoundsurethatshe'shischild...I

wonder"

Her:"who'schildwillshebeifnothis?Ovayowould

neverlietousnorherchildaboutherpaternity"

Me:"wellyouarethewelllearnedone,I'mstill

hustlingsoIwouldn'tknow...And,I'llmakesureLara

callsyouwhenhewakesup"

Her:"youmeanhe'sasleep?Ubungenomvusa"?

Me:"nope,he'stootired.Bye"

Ihungup.

Gotoffthebedandwentdownthestaircasetothe

kitchen.Ipouredmyselfaglassfullofultramel

custardandtookthreecookiesthenIwenttositat

theloungewatchingcartoons



Sosowalkedinandsatdown

Me:"youlookpale"

Him:"ntwanameisscaredofyourbrother'sfriends"

Me:"theywon'tharmy'all,chill"

Him:"uphiutwin"?

Me:"napping"

Him:"mmkay"

Isawhimwatchingmeeat...Ipretendedasif

andimboniandcontinuedeatingndmanendihlekaii

cartoonsezi

Him:"Tee"?

Me:"huh"?

Him:"youokay"?



:/

Me:"yeahwhy"?

Him:"Idon'tknow...youlookkindauhm...Distracted"

Isighed...

Me:"yourmomcalled"

Him:"Ibetshe'shappyy'allarebackatit"

Me:"Idoubt,shewentonandonaboutKamva"

Him:"oh,advice"?

Me:"sho"

Him:"don'tlethergettoyou,she'smanipulativeI

knowbutstandyourground"

Me:"Idon'treallyhavegroundtostandonrightnow"

Him:"youhaveLara"

Me:"noIdon't,KamvahasLara"

Him:"don'tsaythatyou,knowhelovesyou"



Ikeptmymouthshut.Imissedmom...Itookmy

phoneanddialedhernumber,halfwaythrough...my

brothercalled

Me:"niqqa"

Him:"yow,sup"?

Me:"nothing,witchu"?

Him:"IneedyouraddressI'msendingacartocome

fetchyouwe'rehavinglatelunch"

Me:"erhm...."

Him:"plz"

Me:"youdon'thavetosendmeacar,justnamethe

placeI'llbethere"

Him:"Idon'twantyoutotakepublictransport"

Me:"okayI'llasksomeonetodrivemethen"

Him:"okaycoo,letthemdriveyoutomyplace"

Me:"ayt...whaohwait,howlongdoIhave?Imean,I



stillhavetofreshenupandall"

Him:"onehour"

Me:"ok,IhopeyourpreggiesLizardain'tthere"

Him:"mywha-whoah!DidyoujustcallLizzyalizard?

Trina"!!!

Me:"Idid?Noman,itmusthavebeenaslipofthe

tongue"

Him:"eksaljoudonnermeisiekind"

Me:"youstillwantmetocomeover,right"?

Him:"you'regettingtoobigforyourownbootsnow"

Me:"Iknowey,blamevarsity"

Him:"mxm,onehour"

Me:"cool"

Wehungup...

Me:"bra,celaundceleleKuJayIneedtogotomy

bro's"



Him:"asinyourbro?Lounezafriendszishady

chomi"?

Me:"that'stheone,wannadrivewithme"?

Him:"uhm..."

Me:"ohcummon,theydon'tbite.They'rejust

protective"

Him:"theotherone,lookslikeagangleaderor

something.Lowanawhoaskedforyou"

Me:"oh,hedoes"?

Him:"duh!Hehassomekindofsenseforauthority"

Me:"yourimaginationisonanotherlevel.But,Idon't

blameyou,theyintimidatemeaswell"

Him:"yho"

Me:"lemmegoshower,I'llbeback"

Him:"kay"

Iusedtheelevatorthistime,I'mnotheretoloose

wait.Thesestairsweresurelykillingsomekilos



sonny.Thismanwasstillasleep:o

Ishowered,changedintodenimshorts,hightopblue

NikesneakersthatSosohadboughtformekula

shoppingthenIworewhitebodytightcroppedtop

withthatdenimshirtIhadwornearlier.Itookmy

bagandkissedhisslightlyajarlipsandwentback

downstairs

Me:"sambe"

Him:"youlook..Hot!Imean..Sizzlinghot"

Me:"thankyoubuddy"

Hewalkedbehindmeaswewenttothefrontgate

wherejaywaswaitingforuswithasmileasusual.I

gavehimtheaddressandhedefinitelytookme

there

Me:"wannaseemybrother"?



Soso:"well..okayyeah"

Me:"waitrighthere"

Igotoutandwalkedtothehouse,hemetmebythe

doorsmiling,wehuggedandhekissedmycheek

Me:"yousmellgooddamn"!

Him:"ohfinally!Thankyousweety,thesehatershave

beenhating"

Me:"Ihavesomeonewhowannaseeyou"

Him:"doIknowhim"?

Me:"nobutwekindabumpedontoyourfriendsand

theyleftanotsogoodimpression"

Him:"oh,let'sgo"

Wewalkedtothecar,Sosocameout,theyshook

hands.



Me:"thisisLwandisoTitus,andthisisMarcusSmith"

Marc:"histheothertwin"?

Soso:"yes,youmustbethebigbro"?

Marc:"verywell.I'msorryifmymatescrampedyour

styleabit"

Soso:"don'tworryaboutit,itsgoodtomeetyou

though"

Marc:"samehere"

Soso:"ntwana,laterneh"

Me:"shot"

WehuggedandheleftwithJay.Marcustookmy

handandwewalkedtohiscar...

Me:"wherewegoing"?

Him:"somewherefancy"

Me:"Idon'tfeellikefancy,takemetoaShisaNyama"

Him:"wearinglikethis?Theseniqqazaregonnathink



otherwise"

Me:"I'veseenworsedresseswoman"

Him:"you'renotbadbaby,justthat...Okaynevermind.

You'reoldenough.Let'sgo"

Me:"woohthankyou"

HechuckledandwedrovetoMzolisplace...mnfana!

Theplacewasnotjustfull!Itwasjampacked!I

parking?Yho.

Hemadeaquickcall,abounce-lookinglikeniqqa

cametoourcarandwegotoutandfollowedhim

inside.Hetookmetoatableandorderedjuice,then

hewenttobraaithemeatbutcamebacksooner

Me:"you'refinished"?

Him:"no,I'mjustcheckinguponyou"

Me:"ohI'mfine"



Him:"okay,lemmegocheckonit"

Me:"ayt"

Thistimearoundheleft,Itookoutmyphone,updated

astatus.TheminuteIliftedmyeyesup,Beastwas

rightinfrontofme...grinning!

Me:"hellno"!

Him:"hellotoyoutoo,youlookbeautiful"

Me:"ufunanitabeast"?

Him:"Ijustwannawatchyou,that'sall"

Me:"thenwatchmeatadistancecozIdon'tthink

Marcuswillappreciatethis"

Him:"Iknowhewon't"

Me:"butyou'restillhere"

Him:"hewon'tbebackuntil...(helookedathiswatch)

welluntilaftertenminuteswhichgivesmeenough

time"



Me:"yho!Youjustdon'tgiveupdoyou"?

Him:"thatwordain'tgotspaceinmyvocabulary,so

babeIneedtoaskyousomething"

Me:"I'mnotyourbabe"

Him:"Iknow,justpretendIdidn'tcallyouthat.

Intellectualitymylove.AsIwassaying,Iwannaask

yousomething"

Me:"goahead"

Him:"isitMarcthat'smakingyouuncomfortable

aroundmewhenyou'rehereoryou'rejust

undecided"?

Uhm...Ididn'texpectthatone.

Me:"ndilost"

Him:"inJozi,wewerefineforthosefewminuteswe

spenttogetherbutnowhereyou'reallcageyand

resistant"

Me:"Iwasinabadspacethen,I'msorryifIledyou



on"

Him:"don'tapologize.Iloveyounonetheless"

Me:"youdon'tloveme...you'rejustinlovewiththe

factthatI'munavailable"

Him:"that'snottrue"

Me:"webothknowitis"

Him:"Idon'twannaarguebutIpromiseyou,youwill

knowthatIreallymeanwhatI'msayingtoyou"

Me:"plzdropitI'mhappyrightwhereIam,withwhoI

amandIdon'twannaspoilthatplzI'mbeggingyou"

Him:"I'mnotgonnainterfereinyourrelationship,I

knowyourman'soldman.MrTitus...Iwouldn'tdo

anythingstupid"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"butasIsaid.Iwon'tstoppursuingyou"

Iwasabouttoprotestwhenhejustsmiledand

walkedawayintothecrowd.



Marc:"youlooklikeyou'veseenaghost"

Isnappedoutofit.

Me:"noI'mcool"

Heputthemeatrightinfrontofusandindulged...

Beastuyand'hlukumezashame.
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Weatethemeatmakingsmallconversationhere

andthere...Vincesentansms:"I'veevenstopped

missingyou,y'know"Ismiledatmyphone...Lolwhen

IliftedmyeyesMarcwasgazingatme:v

Him:"itmustbeaman"

Me:"wellhe'snotmyman"



Him:"butitsamananyway...whoishe"?

Me:"afriendofminefromschool"

Him:"afriend?Gotyousmilingthatwayhemustbea

goodfriend"

Ijustsmiled...haubengzothini?Weateupandleft

afteranhourorso.AsIenteredhiscarIsawGudda

standingbytheircarswithtwogirls-_-Ipretended

asifandimbonangaaswedroveout.

Me:"notyourhouse"

Him:"beach"

Me:"thankyou"

Hedroveabitfaster...wereachedthebeachand

removedourshoesaswepreparedtowalkonthe

sand,Iremovedtheshirtleavingthecroppedtopno

shortqha.Helockedthecarandweracedeach

othertothebeachIreachedthewaterfirst:v:v



Me:"niqqayouneedtohitthegym,you'resounfit"

Him:"ain'tgotthetimethoughIwouldloveto"

Me:"so...how'slife"?

Westrolledontheshores...

Him:"Idon'tknowhey...IguessIjustliveeachday

asitcomes"

Me:"pregnancy"?

Him:"ahdon'tgothere"

Me:"toohectic"?

Him:"hectic?That'sanunderstatement.She's

constantlymoody"

Me:"Ithinkthat'shernaturalelement"

Hehitmeplayfully,Iduckedout



Me:"seriously,firsttimeIsawher.Mh"

Him:"Idon'tlikewhat'shappeningbetweenyouguys"

Me:"talktoher"

Him:"I'mtalkingtoyou.Meetherhalfway,evenifshe

doesn'tdoherpartjustplayyoursandnotbeat

fault"

Me:"butboet"

Him:"Trina"

Me:"yessir"

Him:"I'mpleadingwithyoucozIknowEveisas

difficultastheycome.I'mactuallyhopingthatplace

willchangeher"

Me:"Idon'twannabetonit"

Him:"Iknow...ButI'mjusthoping"

Wewalkedtosomerocksandsatonthemwatching

thesea...

Him:"youknowIloveLiz"



Ilookedathim...hewasn'tevenfacingme.Hiseyes

weregazingacrosstheseawaters,maybehopingto

findsomesenseintohislife.

Me:"doessheloveyou"?

Him:"she'sstillstickingaround"

Me:"that'snotananswer"

Him:"youwouldn'tunderstand''

Me:"cozI'mstillyoungIguess"

Him:"Imean...Thisthingofoursstartedawhile

back,sheneededhelpwithvarsityfeessowekinda

hookedup.Ididn'tknowI'dfallforher"

Me:"wedon'tplantofallforpeople"

Savelasathula...Welookedintothedepthofthese

peacefulwaters.Thereseemedtobesomesolacein

there.Hetookouthisphoneandwetookalotof

selfiesandall



Me:"youowemeanewphoneyouknowthatright"?

Him:"yeah...Justpassyourfirstyearthenwe'lltalk"

Me:"butthatwasn'tpartoftheDeal"?

Him:"ImaketherulessinceIbringthemoney"

:/

Idecidedtonotargue.Weleftthebeachandwalked

backtothecar...Wedrovetohisplace.Motozoo

beastwereoutside-_-

Him:"shit!Iforgot"

Me:"what"?

Him:"wehadameetingwiththeguys...itsafteran

hournow"

Me:"oh.Sorry"

Him:"noitsnotyourfault.Come"

Me:"Idon'twannaintrudeboet"



Him:"don'tstart"

Igaveupandfollowedhimoutofthecar...mind

you,bothourlegsarefilledwithsandwewalkedone

aftertheotherandtheloungewasfull.ImmediatelyI

lookedforaseatandmyeyesshotrightatBeast...I

quicklyturnedawayandwalkedbacktothekitchen.

MarcgreetedthemandwenttocheckonhisLizard...

Idrankaglassofwater.WhenIturned,Beastwas

leaningbytheentranceIgotafrightalmost

droppingtheglass

Him:"sorry"

Me:"whyyousneakinguponme"?

Him:"Iwasgoingoutactually,qhakendabonawena"

Me:"you'rereallycreepingmetaBeast,plzstopthis

thingoyenzayoorImighthavetotellmybrother"

Him:"noneed"



Hewalkedout,justafewminutesRangerfollowed

theIwatchedtheircarleave.Iwenttowaitinthe

car...Iwasgettingboredofthisshitngok.AsIsat

insidethecar,IcalledVincesinceInevereventexted

afterIreceivedhismessage...

Him:"finally"

Me:"I'msorrybra,Iwaskindabusy"

Him:"toobusyIsee"

Me:"howareyou"?

Him:"I'mgood,justcamefromchurch.You"?

Me:"I'mgood.IactuallymissJo'burgyouknow"

Him:"whowouldn't?Itsunderstandable"

Me:"hopeyou'rebehavingyourselfthere"?

Ilaughed

Me:"yeahman,ain'tgottimetomisbehave.



Especiallywithmybrother'sbaywatch"

Him:"bigbrothers!Butweneedthemattimes"

Me:"tellmeaboutit.Tellme,uzandbekelantoniwhen

Ireturn"?

Him:"whenareyoureturning"?

Me:"Monday"

Him:"well...Idon'tknow.Ican'treallycookfor

you,norcanItakeyouout"

Me:"mmh,whynot"?

Him:"that'swhatdatingpeopledo"

Me:"oh...okay."

Him:''butI'llcomeupwithsomething"

Me:"thanks"

Him:"Igottago.I'llcallyouagainlater"

Me:"I'llbewaiting"

Him:"Iehm..Hopeyourmandoesn'tmind"

Me:"nahchill"



Him:"aytthe"

Me:"ayt"

Hehungup.Beastsentamessage:"I'msorry"I

didn'trespond.Didn'twantto.Marccameoutwith

Lizzyandtheywalkedtothecar

Liz:"heyTrina"

Me:"mommatobe,youlookgreat"

Sheblushed.Shereallylookedgreat...Pinkblush

dress,whitepumpsandminimummakeup.

Marc:"shallwe"

Heopenedthepassengerdoorforher,theygotin

andtheignitionstarted.Theydroppedmeoffand

left.Iwalkedthatlooooooongdrivewayuptothe



house.Satonthefrontstoopandjustrestedjustfor

aminute.WhenIwasdoneIwalkedintothehouse

withoutknocking.Icouldherepeopletalking,I

walkedstraighttothelounge...andsawFaith-_-and

myguesswasukhonanoKamva.Ijuststoodthere

listening...

Her:"youshouldcallher"

Him:"Idon'thaveto,she'llbeback"

Soso:"myquestionis:whydidyoubeingKamvahere?

Whatareyouplayingatmom"?

Her:"I'mhereonbusinessSoso,souhavetoreport

toyounow?I'myourmotherforheavenssake.

Shouldn'tyoubehappythatIcametocheckony'all"?

Him:"Ineedtotalktodad"

Idialedanumber

Her:"whatwillyougain?Huh?Youknowhowyour



dadis"

Soso:"you'reworriedaboutdad?Mamauzothini

aphanomntana"?

Her:"bendizomshiyanaban"?

Landilejustgotup...Iwalkedfasttotheliftandinto

mybedroom.Iwentstraighttotheshowerand

closedmyeyesallowingthewaterstocoolmedown.

WhenIwasdoneIwalkedoutandfoundhimonthe

bedbusyonhisphone

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,whendidyougetback"?

Me:"notsolongago"

IdriedandworePJswhilehewasstillsittingthere.

Him:"plzcomesitdown"



Me:"sup"?

Him:"plz"

Isatdownfacinghim

Heheldmyhandsforalongtimebeforeheeven

saidaword.

Him:"mymom'shere"

Me:"heardhervoice"

Him:"withKamva"

Me:"oh"

Nextthing,Sosowalkedin

Him:"ntwana"

Me:"sho"

Him:"Laramfethu,nankuOvayo"



IlookedatLandile

Him:"whatdoyoumeannankuOvayo"?

Soso:"ImeanOvayoisdownstairsbra"

Him:"ngumamakhowonkeKelowenzalento...yerr

andidinwe"

Soso:"I'mgone"

Washoephuma.Iletgoofhishandsandgotinbed

withmyphoneandheadsets

Him:"baby"?

Me:"mh"?

Hegotinbedandcuddledmefrombehind.



Me:"toldyouain'tgotenergynortimeforthis"

Him:"Ihadnothingtosowiththis...Iswear"

Me:"thenkickherout"

Him:"mominvitedher.Itsherhouse,Ihavenosay"

Me:"mxm"

Ipluggedmyearphoneandplayedloudmusic.I

knewitwouldcalmmeinsomeway.
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Thein-lawsreturnedandallvillagersweregathered

fortheceremonytowelcomethefirstgrandsonof

thehouseandaconductionofintroductoryofthe

babytohisancestors.Womenalloverwereheard

ululatingassoonasthechiefsetfootontheground.

Theeldersgatheredaroundinthebighutasthey

preparedforameetingregardingtheissueathand.

Duringtheday,Evehadbeenshownaroundby



Likhonaandsomeothergirlsfromaround.They

wenttocollectfirewoodsixrunsbeforeEvetiredout

:vtheyrestedforabitastheysatleaningtheir

backsonthewoodtheyhadalreadycollected

Her:"don'ttellmeyouguysgothroughthis

everyday"

Liks:"noteveryday,butwedothis"

Her:"Iwouldn'tmanage.Iswear"

Liks:"wellI'msureyouwouldn'tneedto.Weonlydo

thisforrealitycheck"

Her:"realitycheck"?

Liks:"daddoesn'twantustoloosetouchofour

traditionsandcustomssoeventhoughthereare

peoplehiredtodothiskindawork,wearestillunder

obligationtodoourownshare"

Her:"wow.You'renotthekindaprincessIwould've

imaginedyoutobe"

Liks:"wellI'manAfricanprincess,notafairytale

princess"



Her:"nowIknow"

Liks:"there'sstillonemoreerrandweoughttorun"

Her:"nowoodasseblief"

Liks:"nope.We'refetchingwater"

Her:"ohGod"

Theothergirlslaughed.Theyfetchedtheirbuckets

andheadeddowntotheriverside.Theydidthree

runsandthatwasenoughforoneday.Evewentto

fetchNathanfromhisgrandmotherandbreastfed

himandreturnedhimbacktoherassherequested.

Whenallwasdone,shetookabathandfloppedon

thebeddozingoffimmediately.

-

Imusthavesleptyazngokundicingananalento

yenziwangumamakaSoso.Ifeltasharppainatthe

bottomofmyabdomen...Ijoltedupfrombed



holdingbetweenmystomachandpelvicarea.Iwas

sweatywet...Likethepainkindafeltlikeperiod

painsbutjustsevereman.Iwenttothetoiletanddid

mybusinessthenIsatonthebed,kneescuddledup

tomychin,huggedclosertomychestatleastIfelt

numbdownthere.Landilehadleftme...

Me:"obviouslyhe'swithher...Mxm"

Ireachedformyphone...missedcallsezingaka

though:(Iwasn'tgonnarespondtoanyofthem.I

tossedmyphoneonthesideandjuststaredatthe

openspace.Myphonebeeped,Iignoredit...IthinkI

wasjustdeloadingmytears-bucket,noIwasn't

cryingatall.Iheardmyphoneascendinginvibration

andThistimeitrang,Ipickedupwithoutlookingat

thecallernorfixingmyselformyvoice

Me:"hello"?

Him:"hi.IjustwantedtosayI'msorryagain"



Me:"okay"

Him:"wereyoucrying"?

Me:"no"

Him:"Sibongileplztalktome"

Me:"I'mfinetaBeast"

Him:"yousure"?

Me:"whydoyoucare"?

Hewentsilent.Ijustclosedmyeyes...Theimageof

Faith,twins,OvayoandKamvahavingafamilydinner

together,oneofOvayoandLarainbedtogether,my

imaginationwasplayingwithme.Drivingmenuts!!!

Him:"itsokay,Sibongileplease....ssssh,don'tcryplz"

OhIwascrying?o.OIwipedmytearsawayand

breathed.



Me:"Marcdoesn'tneedtoknowanything"

Him:"there'snothingtotell"

Me:"thanks"

Him:"Iguessyoudon'twannatalkaboutit"

Me:"no"

Him:"okay.Goodnightke"

Me:"night"

Ihungup.Wenttowashmyfaceandjustblind-

mindedlywalkeddownthestaircase.Didn'twanna

usethelift,incaseImissonany"action"andasluck

mayhaveit...

Ov:"sowhereexactlyamIsleeping"?

Him:"buzaKumamakho"

Ov:"ohcummonLara.Stopbeingpetty"

Him:"areyoufuckeninsaneOvayo?Leavemethe

fuckaloneokay"!!!



:/

Iwalkedtothekitchen,wellIwasmadetofeelat

homesoIwasn'tgonnaholdbackbecauseFaith

decidedtopopinwithhergranddaughterandher

mother.

Imademyselfgreenteawithhoney;Icouldsmell

muttonaromacomingfromthediningareabutI

wasn'tgonnagobargeintheresoIjustmademyself

thisteawithrusksthenImademywaytothe

bedroomagainonlythistimewebumpedontoeach

other...

Her:"Trina"

Me:"Ovayo"

Her:"goodtoseeyou"

Me:"wishIcouldsaythesame"

Shechuckled...Walkedtowardsthediningarea.I



continuedtowhereIwasgoingto.Openedmydoor

andLarawastherepacingaround.Ijustsatdownas

ifakekho

Him:"thedinnerisprepared"

Me:"I'mcool"

Hecametositnexttome

Him:"let'sgo"

Me:"I'mnotgoingdownstairsokay"

Him:"noImean...let'sgosleepsomewhereelse"

Me:"dudeyourkidishere"

Him:"IknowbutInevercallednorbroughtherhere.

Hermomandgrandmacandealwithher"

Me:"no"

Him:"babyplz.Iplannedthisweekendforusnowits

allruinedbecauseumamajustdoesn'twannalisten"



Isighed...

Iputmycupdownandfacedhim

Me:"Idon'twannabethecauseofrivalryhere.

Sebelapharight?Makethemostofit.Spendtime

withyourkid,yourmomwillalwaysbeyourmom.Its

notWorthit"

Him:"andyou"?

Me:"I'magrowngirl"

Him:"you'vebeencrying"

Ilookeddown

Him:"I'msorrybabe.Ireallyam..."

Me:"Iknow.ButIcan'tcompetewithOvayonoryour

mom"

Him:"there'snocompetitionhere"

Me:"that'swhatyousay...butweallknowdeepdown

there'salotofcompetitionhereandIdon'thavethe



energy"

Him:"thenlet'sgo,I'llfindusagoodhotel"

Me:"no"

Wesatthere,IreturnedtomyeatingthenIgotinbed

ndazamaulala.Hetookthecup,kissedmyforehead

andleft.Vincecalled...likehepromised

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,ulele"?

Me:"ndizamasomethinglikethat"

Him:"ohkay...letmenotdisturbyou"

Me:"thanksman"

Him:"nightbuddy"

Me:"nightbuddy"

IreceivedonelastmessagefromNtando:



"Idon'twannaintrudebutI'dlikeyoutoknowthatif

everyoudoneedsomeonetotalktoI'mhere...Icare

sodeepaboutyourwell-beingithurtsmesomuch

tohearyoursilentsobsbutIwon'tpushcozIknow

verywellthateveryrelationshiphasitsownupsand

downs.Kuzolunga"

Ismiled.
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AsIwasdozingoff,Iheardsomeonewalkinmy

room!ButIdecidednottomakeitobviousthatI'm

notyetasleep,Ineededtoknowtheirmotive.She

cameroundmybedandstoodinfrontofit

Her:"Trina"

Me:"mh"

Her:"weneedtotalk"



ItookmytimebutIgotupeventuallyndamjonga

aphebusweni-_-

Her:"dinnerisready"

Me:"I'mcool"

Her:"I'msorry"

Ndamjonga...

Shesatdown

Her:"IknowitlookssomehowbutIonlymeantwell

whenIbroughtKamvahere"

Me:"cool"

Her:"Idon'twantyoutofeellikeI'mmeddlinginyour

relationshiporsomething,I'monlydoingwhatIthink

isright"

Me:"kay"



Her:"areyousureyoudon'twantdinner"?

Me:"yes"

Her:"okay...goodnight"

Me:"night"

Sheleft.IreturnedIcallkaLuke

Him:"low"

Me:"Imissyou"

Him:"Idon't,ImissedyouwhenIcalledyouandyou

decidednottoanswer"

Me:"Iwasasleep"

Him:"mxmwhatever"

Me:"Ireallymissyou.IsKeribackyet"?

Him:"no,she'llbebackMondayaswell"

Me:"ayt,seeyousoon"

Him:"ayt"



IwasthirstysoIwentbackdownstairs...Straightto

thekitchentookabottleofwaterandwalkedback

tothestairs..onlynowIdidn'tclimbup,Iheard

gigglesfromthediningareaIwalkedbackandjust

peeked.Larawashavinganiceconversationwith

hisbabymommaandshewasmostcertainly

enjoyingitIstoodtherelongenoughtoseethem

bondingaroundherunbornchildIfeltsickIjust

turnedandwalkedoutthedoor.Jaywassomehow

outsideIgotinthecar

Him:"ma'amitslate"

Me:"pleasetakemetothebeach"

Him:"inPJs"?

Me:"Jay"

Hestartedthecaranddrovemetothebeach.Itwas

reallylate,thebeachwasalmostempty...Ibreathed

outandopenedthedoor



Me:"thankyou,youcango"

Him:"nomanIcan'tleaveyouhere"

Me:"please,just...Go"

Him:"whatifyougethurt?Oryouwannagohome

there'snopublictransportthistime"

Me:"don'tworryaboutme...Ijustneedsometime

out"

Him:"thenI'llwait"

Me:"Idon'tneedabodyguardbro,plzgo"

Hehesitantlystartedthecarandleft...Iwalkedin

thesandlookingforsomesolaceandtruthbehind

allofthis.Questionis,whatifOvayoispregnant

ngumntanakaLandileagain?WheredoIfitin?

Couldhehaveplayedmeallalong?OramIjusttoo

paranoid?

Iwalkedonandfoundarockndahlalakulolooking

atthestillseawaters...GoodthingIhadnophone



withme.Isippedmyfeetintothewatersandjust

hummedmyself"Superhuman".

Him:"youknowit'sdangeroushereduringthistime"?

:o

Iturnedwonderinghowthehelldoesheseemtobe

everywhere?Icouldn'tevenutteraword,Iwasjust

mesmerized

Him:"mayIsit"?

Ididn'tanswerhim...Ijustlookedbacktothesea.

Hesatdown

Him:"whatgotyousoupset"

Me:"noneofyourbusiness"

Him:"youknowIcareright"?



Me:"that'stheproblem,caring"

Hekeptquiet...

Him:"youshouldgoback"

Me:"youdon'tgettotellmewhattodo"

Him:"I'madvising"

Me:"Ididn'taskforit"

Him:"youknowyou'retoostubbornforyourown

good"

Me:"gladyounoticed,nowcanyouleavemein

peace"?

Him:"Ican't...ImeanIwon't"

Ijustgotupandwalkedoutnearthewaters,he

followed.Iwalkedin,hefollowed.Iturnedandlooked

athim



Me:''what'syourproblem"?

Him:"you"

Me:"thengo"

Him:"that'stheproblem,icant"

MxmIwalkedbackouttotheshores,Iwalkedbriskly

buthecaughtup...Iwasabouttorunwhenhe

caughtmyarmandturnedmetofacehim.Ourfaces

wereafewcentimetersapartcozI'mshorterbutI

waslookingupforsomereason

Me:"plzletgoofmyhandNtando"

Him:"notthistime"

Therewasthisbreeze...Lookinginhiseyesalone

hypnotizedme.Ididn'twanttobuttherewasjust

toomuchattractionthatIfoundmyselfdrawn

deeperintohissoul.Ifoundmyselfcomfortablein

hisembracetoapointIdidn'tpullbackwhenhe



attemptedtokissme.Iclosedmyeyesasourlips

met.Webreathedthesameairforasecond.He

pulledback...Iwashungryforattention.Ididn'topen

myeyes,Ipatientlywaitedforhislipstomeetme

halfwayandtheydid,thistimehistonguepartedmy

lipsandwekissedfully.Imelted.Imeltedrightinhis

arms,IforgotaboutFaith,IforgotaboutOvayo.Ijust

feltlikeababythrownintheairandcaughtbackby

trustworthyhands.WhenrealitykickedinIbrutally

pulledbackandmyeyespoppedup

Me:"ohflip!Nowedidn't"

Him:"Sib-"

Iranawayfromhim...DidIreallykisstabeast?

Whenucouldn'trunnomoreIfellonthegroundand

weeped,Ifelthisstrongarmsandtriedtowriggle

myselffreefromthembutIcouldn'tsoIgaveup.

Him:"I'msorry.Ididn'tmeantotakeadvantageof



you"

Me:"canyoutakemetoMarc"

Him:"okay"

Hehelpedmegetupandwalkedmetohis

car...drovemetomybrothersplaceakohlikayenaI

wentinandhedroveaway,Iwenttoknockonthe

door.Marcopened

Him:"whatthehell?Thistime"

Ijustlookedathim,passedhimandwenttothe

lounge.Helockedandcametositdown.

Him:"whathappens"?

Me:"nothing"

Him:"okay...Gotothespareroomwe'lltalkinthe

morning"



Igotup

Me:"there'snothingtotalkabout"

Iwalkedtotheroom,tookalongbathandgotinto

bed.

[10/8,20:35]‪+27730692704‬:#68

Iwashedmysand-soakedpajamaandhungthemon

theracks,IkindaexpectedLandiletosortofcheck

uponmebuthedidn'tbecauseIhadleftmyphone

behind...Howwashesupposedtomakecontact

nahshame?I'msurephofhedidn'tevennoticeI've

beengone.Isleptthroughoutthenight,wokeupthe

followingmorningbathedandworethesame

pajamasIworelastnightbeforeIsoakedthem

elwandlethenImadethebedandwenttothe

lounge,Marcuswashavingbreakfast



Me:"morning"

Him:"morning"

IsatdownandfixedmyeyesontheTV

Him:"yourfoodisintheoven"

Me:"I'mcool"

Him:"youhavetoeatsomething"

Me:"I'mnotsickokay"

Hecontinuedeating...

Whenhewasdonehecametositnexttome

Him:"talktoyourboet"

Me:"plztakemetotheTitusmansion"

Him:"why"?

Me:"Ilivethere..."



Him:"thenwhydidyousleephere"?

Me:"plz"

Helookedatmewantingamoreclearanswer...I

didn'thaveit.HejustnodandIfollowedhimtothe

car.Hedrovemetothemansion

Him:"takeallyourclothes,you'resleepingatmy

houseuntilMonday"

Me:"noI'llbef-"

Him:"thatwasn'tarequest"

Ididn'twannaarguenoMarcyaz...Ilefthiscar

bumpingontoasurprisedSoso.

Him:"erh...Morning.UvelaphiwithPJs"?

Me:"morning"



Ipassedhim.Heturnedandfollowedme.Iwalked

insideandpassedthelounge,Ismiledasipassed

babeplayingpoppiehuiswithhisdaughter,Iwalked

upthestairstomyroomandlocatedmyphone.

Messagesfromtabeast..AndEve.Only.Great.Soso

walkedinasIwaspacking

Him:"Teewhat'sgoingon"?

Me:"nothing"

Him:"thenwhyareyoupacking?Isyourbrother

waitingforyou"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"you'releaving"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"why?DoesLaraknowaboutthis"?

Me:"hewill"

IcheckedthebathroomformythingsthenwhenI

wassatisfiedItookonelastlookoutsidethat



window.Thatbeautifulviewthattookmybreath

awaywhenIfirstsetfootinthisplace...

Him:"what'sgoingonTee"?

Me:"thanksforlettingmestayover...But,IthinkI've

overstayedmywelcome"

Him:"that'snonsenseandyouknowit.Larahad

nothingtodowithOvayobeinghere"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"helovesyou,onlyyou.Don'tyouseethat?Mom

istheonedrivingawedgebetweeny'allandhe'stoo

dumbnottoseethat"

Me:"don'twasteyourbreath"

Him:"don'tthrowawaywhatyouguyshavebecause

ofsomeonewhosebeingpetty"

Me:"I'mnotthrowingawayanything,I'mjustgiving

yourbrotherthetimeheneedstoputsomethings

intoperspective"

Him:"butTrinacummon.Meetthedudehalfway



don'tjus-"

Me:"braplz"

Him:"allI'msayingis-"

Me:"byebyeSoso"

Itookmythingsandwalkedout,usedtheelevatorto

reachthefirstfloor.Assoonasthedoorsopened

myeyesmetwithFaith'spatheticsmile...Iwalked

outandgreetedher

Her:"hey,you'releavingsosoon"?

Me:"yeah,haveyouseenLandile"?

HecameoutfollowedbyOvayoandtheirdaughter

Helookedsurprisedbutstoodatadistance

Him:"you'regoing"?

Me:"yeah.Thisisgoodbye"



Him:"butIthoughtyou'reonlyleavingMonday"

Me:"changeofplans"

Him:"oh...Canwetalkaside"

Me:"sure"

Myphonerang...

Me:"gimmefiveminutes"

Marc:"okay"

IfollowedLandiletothediningareaandheclosed

thedoorbehindus.Ijuststoodtherewaitingforhim

tospeak...Ittookhimawhilebuthefinallyspokeup

Him:"okaybabe,what'sgoingon"?

Me:"nothing"

Him:"thenwhythissuddenchangeofplans"?



Me:"wellyoucouldusethetimetobondwithyour

daughterwithoutdistractions"

Him:"you'renodistractionbabe"

Me:"I'mnot"?

Him:"cummon.I'mtryinghere"

Me:"butI'msureyoudidn'tnoticemyabsencelast

night"

Him:"absence?Where"?

Ichuckled

Me:"Isleptatmybrothersplace"

Hisjawdropped

Ismiled

Him:"you'rekiddingright"?

Me:"no"

Him:"when?How?I'mliketotallyconfusedright

now"

Me:"I'msorry"



Him:"butyoudon'thaveacar.Howdidyoueven

leavethehousewithoutanyofusnoticing"

Me:"askyourdriver"

Him:"Jay?Ohwow"

Me:"mmh,wellIguessthisusgoodbye"

Him:"uhm...Idunnowhattosay"

Ikissedhischeekandlefthimstandingrightthere.I

wentpastOvayoandtherest,

Her:"hopeyou'renotthreatenedbyme"

Me:"wouldn'tyouliketoknow"

Iwalkedouttomybrother,gotinthecarand

breathed.

Him:"shallwe"?

Me:"weshould"



Herevvedoutofthatplacebacktohishouse.NowI

couldn'treallytalkaboutlastnight,kuzovelaigama

LiksBeastsomewhereandthatwasn'tagoodplan

atall.Wedroveinsilence.ReachedhishouseandI

wentstraighttotheroom,pluggedmyearphones

andlistenedtojazzmusic:/somethingIneverdo.

BeastsentanumpteenthmessageIignoreditlikeI

ignoredtheothers.Iwasn'tgonnagothrough

anotherapologysessionatall.Ijustwantedtogoto

Jo'burgandforgetabouteverythingCapeTown.Liz

wokemeup

Me:"sup"?

Her:"yourbrothersgone"

Me:"oh...Sowhat'sup"?

Her:"wellyoudidn'teatbreakfastearlier,whynot

comejoinme"?

Me:"thanksLizbutI'mfine'"

Her:"yousure"?



Me:"yeah"

Shesmiledandwalkedoutclosingthedoorbehind

Iexhaledandopenedmymessages.Jonga

akancamiuNtando...nohewasn'tpushinghisluck

buthefeltguiltyofwhathappenedlastnight.I

decidedtocallhim...

Him:"I'vebeentryingyousincelastnight"

Me:"morning"

Hesighed:(

Him:"goodmorning,unjani"?

Me:"I'mgood.You"?

Him:"I'mokay"

Me:"Iuhm...justgotyourmessages"

Him:"Isee"



Itnowseemedhardtovoiceout...Idon'tknowwhy

Me:"letsjustpretendlikenothinghappenedlast

night.Plz"

Him:"Idon'tknowI'dbeableto"

Me:"justtry"

Him:"don'ttellmeyoudidn'tfeelanythinginthat

kiss"

Ikeptquiet...Nowthat'sonehelluvamistake.

Him:"Idon'twannaseempushybutbesidesMarc,

whydon'tyouwannagiveusatry''?

Me:"there'sno'us'andbesides,Idon'tthinkI'm

meanttobeinloveman.Thisshitisjustcrazy"

Him:"youjusthaven'tfoundtherightpersontolove

you"



Me:"andyouwouldknowhow"?

Him:"becauseIknow"

Me:"ohcummon.I'msureyouhaveatroopof

womenfallingatyourfeetandabunchofbabies

cryingfortheirfeed"

Helaughed̂ _̂

Him:"wellweallhaveourmisfortunesIguess"

Me:"yousee?Youcan'treallytellmeaboutlove"

Him:"butIcanshowyoulove,makeyoufeellovedat

allaspects"

Me:"youseemsure"

Him:"youwouldtoo,ifyougavemeachance"

Me:"no.Ineedtofocusonmyselfnow.Mystudies

aremypriorityfromnowon.Nomaninthepicture"

Him:"notevenmalefriends"?

Me:"ohnowyou'refriendzoningyourself"?



Him:"itsabetteroptionthanjustbeingboycotted"

NowthistimeIlaughed>_<

Me:"ohkay...butI'mnotreallysureaboutthis"

Him:"youdon'ttrustme"?

Me:"Idon'ttrustmyself"

Hewentsilent.DidIjustgivemyselfaway?Lolay

angekhe!

Him:"okayIhearyou"

Me:"aytman"

Him:"lookI'llcallyoulater,youbrotherjustdrovein"

Me:"hedoesn'tknowyoubroughtmehere"

Him:"Iwon'ttell"

Me:"thankyou"



Him:"sharp"

Me:"sho"

Wehungup.

NowIhadtocallmysisters...Ineededtheir

attentiondesperately.Iwantedatubofchocolate

icecreamandmallowsandagoodmovie.
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IwentonlineonWhatsAppwhereIcanconverse

withbothofthematthesametime

Me:"Smithladies"

Aftersometime..

Eve:"heybaby"

Keri:"goodmorningbabies"



Me:"whenarewegoinghome"?

Keri:"Mondaywastheday"

Eve:"what?You'renotenjoyingct"?

Me:"don'twannatalkaboutit...Ijustneedanice

creamtubandagoodchickflick"

Keri:"awbaby,whathappened"?

Eve:"shewon'tsay"

Keri:"whereareyounow"?

Me:"I'mwithMarc"

Eve:"ooohJESUS!!How'sthelizard"?

Keri:":vEvestopit"!

Eve:"didIsaylizard?NoImeanElizabeth"

Me:"LolEvelynSmith"!

Keri:"Trina,I'lltakeyoutothemovieswhenweget

home"

Eve:"whataboutme"?

Keri:"no,I'lltakeyouTuesday"



Me:"yesbigsis...weneedsomebondingtime"

Eve:"I'mjealousalready"

Me:"yourhighness...please"

Keri:":vroyaltyatitsbest"

Eve:"ifonlyyouknew...Keri,Ineedtogotoaspa"

Keri:"mmh...you'reoverworkingyourself"¿

Eve:"I'lltellyouallaboutit...Trina,haveyoukissed

thatguyyet

Me:"guys,laterneh"

Eve:"notbeforeyouanswerme"

Keri:"whichguy"?

Me:"I'mgone"

Eve:"ooooh!!!Myyyy!!!Gosssh!!!Noyoudidn't!!!You

Lil-"

Me:"Ididn'tsayanything.I'mhungry.Canwetalk

later"?

Eve:"ononecondition"

Me:"what"?



Eve:"you'llgimmeanexclusive"

Keri:"Ialsowantanexclusive"

Me:"byey'all:v"

Iswitchedoffmydataandgotup,gotdressedabum

shortandcroppedcheckeredteethenIwenttothe

kitchen.Lizwasonherwayout

Her:"finally"

Ismiled

Her:"makeyourselfathome,I'llbebackbeforelunch"

Me:"okaythanks"

Shetookhercarkeysandleft.Iboiledtwoeggsand

mademyselfeggmayoonwhitebreadalongwith

freshlysqueezedorangejuice.Iwenttositonthe



porch...Marccalled

Me:"boet"?

Him:"Ihearyou'reawake"

Me:"doesshereporteverything"?

Him:"don'tstart"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"we'regoingtoadoctorsappointmentbutwe'll

beontimeforlunch"

Me:"okay,shouldIpreparesomething"?

Him:"ifitsnotmuchtrouble"

Me:"noneatall"

Him:"thankyouanderh..Beastwillbedroppingoffa

packageforme"

Me:"oh"

Him:"justtakeitandputitinsidemyroomplz"

Me:"okay"



Him:"areyouokaywithhimthough"?

Me:"whywouldn'tIbe"?

Him:"nevermind"

Me:"mmkay"

Hehungup...IateupandwashedtheutensilsthenI

startedpreparingforlunch.Halfway

through,someonebuzzedIopened.Inamatterof

secondsIsawhim...ItfeltlikeI'mseeingsomething

new.Hewaswearinglightbluecottonknee-length

shorts,kushushueKapaIunderstand:v...witha

whitevestandwhiteReeboksandals.Itwasa

refreshingsightinsteadoftheblackthatI'musedto

seeinghimin.Hewalkeduptothefrontdoorwhich

wasopened...heknocked

Me:"comein"

Hewalkedin,cametothekitchenwhenIturnedI

wasgreetedbyhiswarmsmile...Hisscentkilledme.



Dead.Buried..LolwhenIrealizedwheremythoughts

wereIblushed

Him:"hi"

Me:"hi"

Him:"Icametodropthis"

Me:"thankyou"

ItookthepackageandwenttoMarcus'sroom

ndabuyaesekhona

Me:"anythingelse"?

Him:"actuallythereissomethingelse"

Me:"oh"?

Hewalkedtowardsme...Iwasfacinghim,hada

dishclothinonehand.Hereachedhisstandrightin

frontofme,Iheldmybreath



Me:"don't"

Him:"ssssh"

IswallowedalumpandtriedbreathingbutI

couldn't...WithinasecondIhadfallenagainintothis

guy'strap.HemerelyplacedhislipsonmineandI

wasalreadyin...Hishandstouchedmy

face,brushinghairaside,behindmyearandbringing

meclosertohim.Imovedupmyhandsandclutched

onhisstrongbicepsasthekisswentdeeperthan

ourfirstkissthepreviousnight.Afteracoupleof

secondsheeasilyliftedmeupandputmeinthe

kitchencounterandwecontinuedmindingourown

businessonMarc'skitchen:/

Ipulledback...NotbecauseIwantedto#hidesbut

becauseIneededtobreath.Ilookedathim,he

lookeddown..Ashamed?Shy?Idon'tknowo.ObutI

kindagainedsomecourage'nyana



Me:"I...We...This...Itcan'tgoonlikethis"

Hewasstandingbetweenmylegs...abreathaway

frommylipsandafingertiplengthawayfrommy

touch

Him:"wantmetogo"?

Me:"...Yes"

Him:"thenI'llgo"

Me:"thankyou"

Hetouchedmywaistonbothsideslookingdeep

intomyeyes...hisbreathsmeltoffreshmintbuthis

cologne:'(gawd!!!Itsmeltsooogoood...Hislook

aloneweakenedme.Itriedlookingdown,heducked

hisheadandkissedmeonceagain.Notforlong,just

akissthatleftmebitingmyownlipskindawishing

formore.



Him:"seeyouaround"

Icouldn'tsayaword...myvocabularydisappearedon

me

Me:"kay"

ThatwasallIcouldsay.Iwatchedhiscardriving

out,whenIwassurehehadleftItouchedmylips

tryingtorememberhowhetasted.ThenIfeltguilty...

Me:"whatthehellamIdoing?WhyamIbeingsucha

whore"?

Iwaskindamadkengok,whenI'mmad?Icookthe

Bestmeals.Icookedforanation:onotforthree

people...IonlynoticedthatwhenIwasdone:/but

thenIcleanedthekitchen,wentupstairsandworea

sportsbraremovedmycheckeredteethenIwent

outsidewithmyphone....wellIwenttothepool.I

placedmyphoneonthepooltablesthenjumped



intothewaterstillinmyshorts...Iswemforeternity.

AtleastuntilIwassureBeastwasoutofmyhead...

TheonlyreasonIgotoutwasbecauseIfelta

presencesoIliftedmyhead-_-Iwasgreetedby

Guddagrinningwidely...ThenIheardMarccoming

towardsthepool

Him:"Youbettercomeout"

Me:"it'snotevenlunchtimeyet"

Him:"whattimedidyoustartswimming"?

Thatquestionalonetoldmetimeflewbyvery

quickly...hewalkedbacktothehousewithhisfriend.

Iliftedmyselfoutofthepoolanddidn'tevenbother

withdryingmyself.Ijustwalkedout...towardsthe

houseandBAM!Thehousewasfullypackedyigang

8-)yandazmna?TrinaliqueSmithKimkardashianed

herselftoherroomfullyknowingthatemniqqazhad

theireyesfeastingonherass.WhenIreachedthe

roomIchangedintojeansandavestthenIwalked



out8|determinedtoenjoythislunchIprepared

engulfedanger

Marc:"canyouplzhelpLizzy,we'llbeoutside"

Me:"cool"

Beastwaskeepingitlow...cold.

Iwentovertothekitchen,wedishedupinto

casseroledishessothatitwillbeself-servicethen

wetookthedishesoutsidetothepoolsidethatwas

alreadyset.Wheneverythingwassortedwealsosat

down...someoftheguyshadbroughttheirwomen,I

couldseeintheseatingreservationandsetting.Isat

justbelowLizcozshesatnexttomybrother...

Marc:"well,Iwannamakeatoast.Tothisbeautiful

younglady,whopreparedthismealforus"

Me:"noyoudidn't"



Him:"ohcummon,soonyou'regoingtoJo'burgat

leastyoudidn'tleavewithoutpamperingyour

brother"

Me:"bigbrotheryoumean"

Theytoasted,weallenjoyedthemeal.Iwasn'teven

cautiousngoBeastanymore.Aswewerestill

chilled...Weheardgunshotsandcarsscreeching

outsideMarc'shousewewereallstartled,Marcwas

coveringLizzyelohlotyanaandIwasbymyself.

Beast:"Gudda?Ranger?"

Gudda:"shoboss"!

Theyrantothegate...Ilookedaroundeveryonewas

freakedout!

Beast:"PologetLizandeveryoneinside"

Marc:"sho"



HeescortedLizzytowardsthedoor,theothergirls

followed.IguessiwasstillinshockshameIcouldn't

move.Icouldhearsomeonetalkingtome,callingmy

namebutmntakadad!Gunshots?Kalokmna

ndizazelakwimoviesezway.

Beastcametomychair,liftedmeuptohisshoulder

andwalkedmetothehouse,tookmytowhereLiz

wasthenhimandtherestofthecrewlefttocheck

thisout.

Wheneverythinghaddieddown,theycameback...we

allwenttothelounge.

Beast:"wehavetogo"

Marc:"yousure"?

Him:"yes...foryourowngood"

Marc:"oh-kay"



Theguystooktheirladiesandwalkedtotheir

cars,Marcwalkedthemout.Lizreturnedtotheroom.

Beastcametomeandkneeleddownbeforemeas

hecuppedmyfaceinhishands

Him:"youokay"?

Inod

Him:"I'llcallyoulater"

Ididn'trespond,hekissedmyforehead,gotupand

left.IfeltlikeaZombieapocalypse:v:v
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Isattheredumfounded

Whatjusthappened?Igotupandwenttothe



kitchen,neededwater...icedwater.Iwentback

outsideandsatonthestoopthere.Somethingabout

whatjusthappenedfascinatedme...Iwasscared,no

Iwasjustcurious.Marccameoutandsatnextto

meinsilenceforawhile

.

.

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"IthinkyoushouldgobacktoJo'burg"

Me:"when"?

Him:"tonight"

Me:"how"?

Him:"I'lltalktomyniqqa,he'sgotaPrivateJetmaybe

hecanaskhispilottotakeyou"

Me:"kay"

Hehuggedme...why?:/thenhegotupandreturned



inside.IheardhimtalkingonthephoneasIwentto

theroomtopackandgetready.Whenallwasin

orderIsatontheedgeofthebedhuggingmyknees

uptomychin...

Marc:"canIcomein"?

Me:"sure"

Hewalkedinandsatdown

Him:"hesaysbereadybyfive"

Me:"areyounotcomingwith"?

Him:"IwishIcould"

Me:"Liz?ItsokayIunderstand"

Him:"ifyou'renotcomfortableIcanthinkof

somethingelse"

Me:"itscool"

Him:"yousure"?



Inod...Hekissedmycheekandleft.Ichangedinto

mythirdoutfitforthatday:oIworefadeddenim

dungarees,whitesportsbraandwhiteChucksthenI

fixedmyhairintoaneatbunndalindakelofive.

-

ThefollowingmorningEvewaswokenupbyLikhona

togotothemainhouse,itwasthedayforthe

welcomeceremonyandimbelekooftheyoung

prince.Shewenttothemainhouse,wasgiven

traditionattiretowearasthemotherofthekidbut

shewastoldshewouldn'tbeparticipatinginanyof

theritual,hermotherinlawwouldstandinforheras

themotherofthechild.Shewenttobathand

sommapackedsincetheywereleavingforEast

Londonlateronthatday.Aftershewasdone,the

firstceremonybegan,agoatwasslaughteredand

thechildwasgiventoeatsomethingfromthemeat

asyoungasheis,theynamedhimLukho,thenasit

wentclosertothenoon,acowwasslaughtered.The



entirecommunityrejoicedwiththeroyalhousethen

lateronLwandotookhisgirlfriendandchildtobid

farewelltothefamilyastheypreparedfortheir

journeytoEL

Chief:"thiswasaverygoodweekforus,thanksto

youMissSmith"

Mama:"wehopeyouwillvisitsoon"

Her:"definitelymama,Ihadagoodtimewhile

learningalotoftheAfricanculture"

Chief:"that'sgood,sinceyounowhaveamulticultural

environmentorratherrelationship"

LD:"wellmasiceleindlelatata"

Chief:"Kuhlemntanam...Makhesiqalengapha"

TheyleftandmamahelpedEvepacktheirthingsin

thecar,Lwandoreturnedandtheyleft.Likhonawas

teary,she'dmadeafriendoutofEve,goodthingthey

exchangedcontactdetailsforfuturepurposes.As

soonastheyreachedButterworthtownLwando



wenttoagarageandfilledup

Him:"youlookexhaustedbabe"

Her:"Ineedaspa"

Him:"I'llsortyououtinJo'burg"

Her:"nah,Keripromisedmealready.Butthanks"

Hedidn'tanswer...

Her:"whydoIfeellikeIoffendedyou"?

Him:"Iwouldn'tknow"

Her:"cummonbabe"

Him:"wedidn'thavemuchtimetoourselvesherein

caseyoudidn'tnotice"

Her:"thistripwasnotaboutus"

Him:"Iknowbutitslike...Itslikewe'redriftingapart"

Her:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'reonabout"



Him:"mh"

Whenhedone,theyleftinsilence.Hedroveher

home...Buzzedandthegateopenedhedroveinand

switchedofftheengine.

Him:"IloveyouEvelyn,Ireallydo.Butwegottawork

togetherinthis,tomakeitwork"

Her:"Iknow"

Him:"thenplzworkwithme"

Her:"I'mtrying"

Him:"you'renot...EversinceNathancameintothe

pictureitslikeIdon'texist"

Her:"youcan'treallycompetewithyourownson"

Him:"you'renotgettingitdoyou"?

Her:"thenletmegetit,likeIdon'tknowwhat'sgoing

onhere.Forreal"

Him:"cool"



Theygotout,hehelpedthemwiththeirclothestothe

house,Momopenedforthem.Theyhuggedandwent

inside,Lwandojustaskedthewell-beingandleft.He

hadbookedhimselfaroomattheKennawayhotelat

thebeachfrontsincehedidn'twannagototheTitus

houseincasehiscousinsparentswouldmeddlein

theirdifferencessothebestwaytokeepthepeace

wastostayoutofeachothersway,thoughSoso

absolutelyhadnoproblemwithhim.

Immediatelywhenheenteredhisroomhewent

straighttotheshower,cameoutandorderedroom

servicewhileherestedthinkingabouthisson...

Evecalledhim...

Him:"hello"?

Her:"babywhat'sgoingon"?

Him:"canwejustresttonight"?

Her:"Ican'tsleep"



Him:"talktoyourmomorsomething"

Her:"theytookNathan,plzcanwetalk"

Hesighed

Him:"wearedriftingapart,you'renolongerwhoI

knowyoutobe.YesmaybeI'mimaginingitbutdon't

youseeit?Don'tyouseeyounolongerhavetimefor

me"?

Shesighed

Him:"exactly"

Her:"I'msorry,Ijustshiftedmyattentiontomyself

andmyson...Ikindaneglectedourrelationship"

Him:"no,don'tapologizefortakingcareofyourself

andourson"

Her:"butyoufeelneglected"

Him:"I'llsurvive.I'maman"

Her:"nowe'llfixthis"



Him:"ifyousayso"

Her:"let'sjustreturnhomethenwe'lldidthingsokay"?

Him:"ayt"

Her:"nightbaby"

Him:"nightlove"

Theyhungup...Lwandoisthe'affection'kinda

guy...heisfulloflovethathenoticeswhenits

lacking...Andjudgingbyhispast,hehasn'treceived

thatkindalovefromanyoneyetbuthecouldsee

something,somelevelofcommitmentfromEve.

-

Marcdrovemetotheairportandescortedmetothe

Jet,wehuggedandsaidourgoodbyes.Iwalkedin

andfoundcomfortablecouches:)LolitfeltlikeI

wasinahouseorsomething...buttherewasa

familiarscentman,somethingexotic,strongtothe



sensesyettantalizingandteasing.Thisscent

remindedmeof-(beep)

...JustasIsatdown,abanknotificationcame

through,MarchadjustdepositedR3000intomy

account.Idon'tknowwhatfor

Him:"wecan'tcheatdestinyyouknow"?

Myjawdropped!IturnedandIreallycouldn'tbelieve

myeyes:'(nowthisexplainsthefamiliarscent.

ColognekaNtando.
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Vocabulary?

Disappeared.

Again.

Iclosedmymouth,moistenedmylipsandswallowed



whiletryingtofigureoutwhyisitthateverytimeI

wannasaysomethingkuyekuvelekubalekeamazwi.

ThisshitisreallyirritatingI'mtellingyou.

Him:"juice"?

Me:"nothanks"

Him:"westillhaveanhourahead..theweather

doesn'tlookgood"

Me:"uyaphi"?

Him:"takingyouhome"

Me:"why?Youcouldhavejustletyourpilottakeme.

DoesMarcknowyou'rehere"?

Hechuckledandpouredhimselfaglassofwhiskey

ontherocks...Iwantedcoffee.Nice,blackand

strong.Hesatdownacrossmeandsipped

Him:"I'msorryaboutwhatyouwitnessedearlier"



Me:"you'resorryforbeingathug"?

Hiseyesnarrowed...thenhesmiled.Lomfanahasa

wayoflookingatyouyou'lljustfeelnaked.Hewas

intimidative.Isthatevenaword?

Him:"isthatwhatyouthinkIam"?

Me:"doesn'tmatterwhatIthink"

Him:"tomeitdoes"

Me:"why?Yousaidyou'reabusinessmanmosso

whyareyoubotheredbywhatorwhoIthinkyouare"?

Him:"becauseIvaluetheopinionsofthosethatI

love"

Me:"youdon'tknowthemeaningofthat"

Him:"justlikeyou"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyIevenbotherarguingwithyou"

Him:"becauseyouknowI'mright"

Me:"canwedropthis"?



Him:"howfar"

Hiseyeswereonsomenaughtymode...hewas

lookingatmebehindhisglass.Nowait,washe

lookingthroughme?

Me:"Idon'thavetoputupwiththis"

Hesmiled.

Ipluggedinmyheadphonesandturnedupthe

volumeonsomegoodhiphopmusic.Afteracouple

ofminutesIclosedmyeyesanddriftedoff...

Helaterwokemeup

Me:"mh"?

Iremovedtheplugsandlookedhimconfused.



Him:"you'rehome"

Ijoltedupstraight,feelingthatsamepainIfeltatthe

Titusmansioninmyabdomen.Iclutchedonitso

hardhopingitwillfadebutthistimeitdidn't...I

gaspedforair,inpain.

Him:"heyareyouokay"?

Ijustliftedahandlike"wait"or"talktothehand":v

Ifyou'veeverhadsevereperiodpainsyou'llatleast

haveaLilclueofwhatI'mtalkingabout.Heknelt

downandheldmyhand,Isqueezedhishandlikea

womandeliveringababyonthathospitalbed.

Him:"Sibongilewhat'sgoingon?What'swrong"?

Me:"don't!.....Talk"!

Him:"okay..Butwehavetogetoutofhere.Youneed



adoctor"

Icouldn'targuewithhim.Hegotmeup,walkedme

totheexit.Iletgoofhishandandtriedwalkingon

myownandIcould.IwalkedasquicklyasIcouldto

thecustomsandrushedovertothebathroom.He

hadnochoicebuttofollowwithmybags.Ihadmy

phonewithme....

Afterafewminutesintheladieshecalled:

Me:"mh"?

Him:"areyouokay"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"okay"

IhungupcozIknewthere'smorehewantedtoask...

Isawbloodinmyurine:oitwasn'tmydatesyet

njena.IslowlywalkedtothearrivalssectionwhereI



guesseshewouldbeandfoundhimpacingupand

downo.OIjustlookedathim,tookmyslingbag

Him:"usureugrand"?

Me:"yeah,Ijustneedtorest"

Him:"I'mdrivingyouhome"

Me:"noI'mno-"

Him:"youdon'thavetoargueeverythingIsay.Thisis

foryourownsafety"

Isignedandwalkedrightbehindhim...Hewalkedto

aRangeRoversport,obviouslyemnyama.Heopened

mydoor,Iwentinandhecloseditandwenttothe

driversseat.DrovetoSpursohlikasobabiniand

ordered,whilewewaitedforthefoodIordereda

chocolateshakeheorderedcitrusjuicezezasame

time

Whenmyglasswashalfway..Hefinallyspokeup



Him:"what'swrong"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...Feelslikeuhm...periodpains"

Him:"whendidtheystart"?

Me:"fewdaysago"

Him:"youshouldhaveitchecked"

Me:"I'llbefine.Thanks"

OurfoodcameIonlyatethesteakandveg,leaving

theribs.Hewasn'treallyeating,hewaswatchingme

Me:"wecango"

Him:"sure"

Waphakam...Ndamjonga

Me:"youdidn'teventouchyourfood"



Him:"nahI'mcool"

Ourwaitresscametoourtable

Him:"plzpackthisintoatakeaway"

Her:"yessir"

Thenhepaid,tippedherandweleftwithhismeal,he

askedfordirectionstomyhouseIwashesitant

kancincibutgaveincozIneededtogohome

nyhani,thepainwascomingbackbutbendingafuni

ayazicozhewouldjustdrivemetothedoctor.I

buzzedmyself,nooneopened.Igotoutslowlyand

putinthecoordinatesthegateopened,hedrovein,I

walksbehindthecar.Heparkedandgotoutwithmy

things,walkedmetothedoor,Iusedmyownkeyand

wewalkedinIputthebagselounge

IknewLukehasn'tbeenhomeforsometime,dust

ibilaphabraz.Thatalonepainedme,thethoughtof



spendingthenightaloneinthismassivehouse...

Icollectedmyselfandfoundcourage:

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"youdon'tlookgood"

Me:"I'llbefine"

Him:"okay...GuessIshouldleaveyouthen"

Me:"thanksagain"

Him:"don'tmentionit.LookI'llcallyouokay"

Me:"okay"

Wejuststoodthereforafullminute,thenhereached

outfirstandhuggedme.Iwantedtobehugged.I

neededthishug.Hisarmsmadeallthepain

disappear...Thenhereleasedme,Ilookeddown,he

kissedmyforeheadandjustturnedandwalked

awayIopenedthegateforhimandwatchedhim

leave.Thegateclosedbehindhim...Islumpedon

thecouch,myheadthrownback.



Me:"Idon'tknowwhatI'mdoing...Ireallydon't"

Isulkedonthatcouch...

DecidedtocallMarcus

Him:"baby"?

Me:"I'mhome"

Him:"isLukethere"?

Me:"no"

Him:"doesitlooklikehe'sbeenthere"?

Me:"nope"

Him:"okayI'llcallhim''

MW:"kay"

Wehungup.

.



.

.

Lukecalled...Iwasasleepalready.

Me:"mmh"

Him:"Ihearyou'rehome"

Me:"hm"

Him:"I'llbebacktomorrowmorningokay"?

Me:"kay"

Him:"makesureyoulockedeverywhere"

Me:"mh"

Him:"night"

Me:"night"

Hehungup...Isatup,therewasastenchofblood

aroundme.InstantlyIjumpedoutofbedandsaw

bloodallovermysheets.Iquicklyremovedthe

sheetsandtookthemtothebathroomopening



wateronthem,iwashedthebloodoutthensoaked

theminthewashingmachinethenIshoweredand

putonsanitarytowels,changedPJsandputonnew

sheetsthenIwentdownstairstomakemyselfhot

lemonwaterIdrankitwhilewatchingTVelounge.

Evecalled

Me:"low"?

Her:"hey,areyouokay"?

Me:"uhm,Ithinkso.Why"?

Her:"Ijustsawyou...Imean,dreamtyouinapoolof

blood"

Ikeptquiet...

Her:"Trina,talktome"

Me:"I'mfinesis,whattimeareyoucomingback"

Her:"ourflightisintheevening,I'mhomeinELright



now"

Me:"seeyouthen,greetthefolksforme"

Her:"okaythen"

Me:"night"

Her:"night"

Ihungup...

Ididn'twannathinkofthisthingthatIcouldn'tname

justyet.ItscaredmebutIkeptsanitybythinking

thatitsjustnormalperiodpains.Aspromised,ta

beastcalledagain:

Me:"tabeast"

Him:"didIwakeyou"?

Me:"no"

Him:"oh,howyoufeelingnow"?

Me:"Ierhm...Imfeelinggoodthanks"

Him:"plzdon'tdothat"



Me:"dowhat"?

Silence

Him:"you'relying"

Me:"whywouldIdothat"?

Him:"cozyoudon'twannaaskforhelp...makesyou

feelweakandhelpless"

:/true..howdidheknowthat?

Me:"don'tknowwhatchutalkingabout"

Him:"uhlelinaban"?

Me:"erh..."

Him:"relax,Iwon'tcomeifawfuni,I'mjustaskingsoI

knowusafe"

Me:"I'msafethanks"



Him:"thatmeansyou'realone.Brave"

Me:"canwecallitanight"

Him:"asifuzolalangoku...Anywaygoodnightcoz

kuyacacasendikudikile"

Me:"nomanIdidn'tmeanitlikethat"

Him:"sho"

Me:"taBeastcummon"

Him:"Iunderstandbabe,ulalekak'hleneh"

:/

Me:"nawebra"

Hehungup...Njekanjalo?Ohwait,whatelsedidI

expect?Eshe.Ifinishedmywaterandwentbackto

bed.PlayedgamesonmyphoneuntilIwasboredto

themaxndancamandavukandabuyelaeloungeto

watchTV.

IdialedSoso



Him:"hello"

Me:"hi..Usharp"?

Him:"yahwena"

Me:"samehere.Iwantedtocleartheair"

Him:"onlynow"?

Me:"plzjusthearmeout"

Him:"Igetthatyouandhimareoverokay,butmna?I

thoughtwewerefriends,Imusthavethoughtwrong

though"

Me:"Soso"

Wathula...

Ididn'tknowhowtoexplainthis...

Me:"LwandisoTitus"

Helaughed:vohthankGodtheicebroke

Him:"whatthehell?Umbizaunjaniusbalikanjalo"?



Me:"haisukausbalioqumbayouthwanike"

Him:"butbabeonaseriousnote.Youarewrong,very

wrong"

Me:"Iadmitthatnow.Butbabeyouhaveto

understandOvayoandLarahaveastrongerbond

thanthey'dliketoadmit"

Him:"but"

Me:"behonestSoso,toyourself.Besides

Kamva,thesetwohaveanunseperablebond..how

elsewouldyouexplainhimaccompanyinghertothe

doctorbutshescarryingnomntwanawho'snothis"

Him:"oh...Youknewaboutthat"?

Me:"yousee"

Him:"soit'sreallyover"?

Me:"yep"

Him:"haikemnanawewearestillfriendsandingeni

ndawokulentoyenu"

Me:"that'sokaywithme"

Him:"butwait...Uphi?Asinnow"



Me:"I'mhomesani,CapeTownisnotmycuppatea"

Him:"youmeanyou'reinJozi"?

Me:"yeahman"

Him:"thatwasfast..whendidyoubook"?

Me:"Ididn't.Zeziprivatejetthings"

Heburstoutlaughing

Him:"remembermewhenyou'reupthere"

Me:"youknow?Don'tworryIgoyoucovered"

Him:"I'mgladyou'reokayaboutthiswholething"

Me:"mh..goodnightchap"

Him:"nightntwana"

IwatchedTVuntilIgottired,ndahambaagain

ndayolalathistimearound.AsIcoveredmyself

Ntandosentansms



"Onedayyou'llunderstandhowitfeelstolove

someonewhodon'tevencare...thenyouwillknow

howIfeltthisday.HaveasplendidnightMiss

Smith."

Erh....Whatwasthatagain?
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Ireadthemessageagain..thenswitchedoffmy

phonendalalatillthenextmorning.

Iwokeupquiteearlyandwenttobathandchange...

IwasstillbleedingsoIkindatookitasmymonthly

menstrualcyclemaybeitchangeddates.After

bathingImademybed,feelingcrampsvaguely;i

worebluematchingtracksuitwithsocksand

slippersthenItookmyphoneandwentdownstairsI

mademyselfcoffee,nice,strong,blackandsweetthe

weatherwasn'ttoocomfortingatall,itwascoldand

windy.Isearchedforruskszabezingekho...Iwentto



watchcartoonsasIdrankthecoffee.

IcalledLuke...ebetheuzobuyaInthemorningmos

Him:"youupalready?"

Me:"yeah,whattimewillyoubehere"?

Him:"bytwelveortooneIthink..Ihavetostarts

somewhere"

Me:"takeyourtime"

Him:"canIbuyyouanything"?

Me:"erh...We'reoutofcereal"

Him:"nowe'llbuygrocerieswheneveryonehas

returned"

Me:"okaysho"

Him:"sharp"

Ihungup...IwantedtocallNtandobutndizothini?

Hismessagefromlastnightgavemealotof



questionsaboutmyself,whatdoIwant?Whatisit

thatI'mlacking...thatsortathing.AsIwasdialinghis

number,hecalled:o

Me:"hello"

Him:"hi.Unjani"?

Me:"I'mokaythanks,wena"?

Him:"good.CanIcomeandseeyou?Orifyou're

uncomfortablelet'smeetforcoffee"

Itookaminutetothink...Eveisonlyflyinginthe

evening,likewillbeherepasttwelve.

Me:"okay"

Him:"okaywhat"?

Me:"youcancome"

Him:"oh...WhatcanIbringyou"?

Me:"rusksplease"



Him:"that'sall"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"haveyouhadbreakfastyet"?

Me:"nobutifyouwantIcanmakeitheremnaIjust

wantrusksandcoffee"

Him:"cool"

Me:"ayt"

Hehungup...Isattherewonderingizophelelaphi

lentondiziqalelayona.

Afterafewminuteshebuzzed,Iopenedthegateans

hedrovein.IwenttoopenthedoorforhimasI

pluggedthekettleagain,hewalkedinwitha

shoppingbagfromSparandgaveittomeashe

kissedmycheek...

Me:"thanks"

Him:"youlookokay"



Me:"yousee?Ndiright"

Iwalkedhimtothelounge,theheaterwasonhe

smiledwhenhesawwhatwasplayingonTV

Me:"don'tsayaword"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"sowhatcanImakeyou"?

Him:"anythingyouwanttomakeme"

Me:"okaygimmeafewminutes...makeyourself

comfortable...Iguess"

HejustsmiledIwalkedtothekitchen,tookout

eggs,baconandveggiesthenIcheckedthatplastic

baghebroughtndabonaisonkaandfreshmilk:)

goodthoughtIstartedwiththeeggs..

Him:"needahand"?



:o

Iturnedandlookedathim...Hewasleaningbythe

doorpostwithbothhishandstuckedinhispockets.

Me:"asyouwish"

Hecameforthandtoastedbread,spreadmargarine

onitandmadecoffeeforbothofus...ontheother

handIhadfriedtheeggsandbaconnowIasmaking

Greeksalad

Me:"youknowwe'dbothbeindeepshitifoneofmy

siblingswouldwalkinrightnow"

Him:"isthereapossibility"?

Me:"Idunno"

Him:"where'sLuke"?

Me:"Idon'treallyknow,comethisside"



Hehelpedmecarrythefoodtotheloungeandweat

downandate..IonlyateonebreadthenIresumed

tomyrusksandcoffeeaswemadesmall

conversationaboutnothing.Marccalledsisatya...I

lookedatNtando:/

Him:"IsitMarcus"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"answerhim,he'sprobablycheckinguponyou"

Iswallowedandbreathedout...trynarelaxmyself

Me:"boet"

Him:"hey,yougood"

Me:"I'mgreat,you"?

Him:"samehere,yousleptwell"?

Me:"yessir"

Him:"okaythen,enjoytherestofyourday"



Me:"I'lltry"

Hechuckled

Him:"watchamovieorgoshoppingwiththemoneyI

gaveyou"

Me:"theweatherisnotgoodhere"

Him:"wellyouhavenochoicebuttostayinbed"

Me:"yeahIknow.Thanksforthecallhey"

Him:"shot"!

Wehungup...

Wewerefinishedeating,bythetimeIhungup

Ntandowaswashingthedishesinthekitchen,I

walkeduptohim.

Me:"uhm,youdon'thavetodothat"

Him:"Iknow,butyouneedtorest"

Me:"I'vehadenoughrestlastnight"



Hecontinuedwithwhathewasdoingthenhe

walkeduptome,heldmebyhandandwalkedusto

thelounge.Hesatmedownandsatnexttome

facingme..

Me:"erh...What'sgoingonnow"?

Him:"Iwannatakecareofyou,Ijustneedthego

ahead"

Me:"Idon'tneedsom-"

Him:"Iknow,butonceIdotakecareofyou,your

changeyourmindaboutit"

Me:"lookIknowyoumeanwell,IreallydobutlikeI

saidbeforeIwannafocusonmyselfnow"

Him:"that'swhatIalsowannado,focusonyou"

Me:"doyoualwayshaveananswer"?

Him:"onlywhenIknowwhatIwant"



NdathulaIjustlookedaway.Hehasbeengivingme

morethanrequiredattention,histimebutthere's

morethatI'dwannaknowabouthimcozIdon't

knowZilchaboutthisman

Me:"itsnotgoodcomingoutofarelationshipand

jumpingintoanotherone"

Him:"likeIsaidbeforeIdon'tmindbeingafriend

untilyoumakeupyourmind"

Me:"afriendI'vekissedmorethanonce"?

Hesmiled

Him:"well...Andaz"

Me:"Idon'tthinkitwillwork..ThisfriendshipImean"

Him:"thenwhatdoyouwant"?

Me:"that'stheproblem,Idon'tknowwhatIwant"



Helookeddeepintomyeyes,penetratingintomy

soulthistimearoundIgavein,Ilethimsearchthe

depthsofmysoul.Icouldn'tmoveaway

Him:"youdon'tknoworyou'reindenial"?

Me:"Idon't...I..."

Hislipsmetmine...

Foraminutewedidn'tmoveatall...Iguesshewaited

formetoretractorsomethingbutIdidn'twantto

:(uyayazubamnandikwayointoebiwayo?Myhand

automaticallymovedandtouchedhisfaceandwe

justenticedthemomentandkissed.Itwasniceand

slow,delicateandsilkysmooth...Thenhepushed

meonmybackaswecontinuedlikenobody's

business.Ihadreallygivenintohischarm,kwalento

Iwouldsaythis,nextthingIwouldsosomething

exactoppositetowhatIjustsaid.Hishandswereon

mysides,hisonelegbetweenmylegs...

Heslowlylifteduphisheadandlookedatme



Him:"IthinkIshouldstopandrespectyourdecision"

Me:"butwhatifIdon'twantyoutostop''?

Him:"you'reconfused"

Ipulledhisheaddownandwekissed,there'snot

muchroomonthecouchbutitwasenoughforthe

Twoofusuntilwewerebothsatisfiedhepulledus

bothupandIsatonhislap,mylegsspreadonboth

sides,forasecondIburiedmyheadinhis

shoulder,ashamedtolookhimintheeye

Me:"you'retheoneconfusingme"

Him:"butI'vebeenclearsincedayone"

Me:"Iknow...butwhenitcomestoyou,Iloosemy

senses"

Him:"you'readmittingtobeinginlovewithme"

Me:"noI'mnot"

Him:"indirectly"



Isighed:/

Me:"Ijustdon'twannagethurt"

Him:"Iwouldn'thurtyoudeliberately"

Me:"butthere'sachanceyouwouldhurtme"

Him:"Ican'tvouchforthat"

Imovedoffhimandsatnexttohim...

Him:"youwantexclusivityright"?

Me:"thatcouldbeastart"

Him:"wellyouwereright"

Me:"about"

Him:"alotofthingsaboutme"

Me:"thingslikewhat"?

Him:"kids...Andlifestyle"



Me:"you'reconfusingme"

Hesighedandlookedathishands

Me:"tabeast"?

Him:"Idon'tthinkyou'rereadytohearthis"

Me:"what?Hayudlalangamkengok"

Him:"I'mbeingreal"

Me:"thenthatmeansI'llneverbereadytogiveyoua

chancemos"

Him:"no"

Ndamjonga...

Him:"Ihavetwokids...differentmothersandI'ma

gangstaasyouwouldcallit"



Myjawdropped!YesIspeculatedbut,Ididn'treally

expecthimtoconfess:/justlikethat.
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Him:"saysomething"

Me:"ismybrotheragangstatoo"?

Hewentsilent:/

Me:"ohmyGod"!

Him:"I'msorry"

Isattherewithmyhandscoveringmymouthin

shock.AsmuchasIwantedtochasehimout,Ididn't.

Icouldn't.LikeIsaidbefore,somethingaboutthose

gunshotsenticedme,theydrewattractionfromme

insuchawayIwasn'tevenscaredanymore.



Him:"IthinkIshouldleave"

Me:"no"!

Helookedatmequizzically...Idon'tknowwhatI

wasdoingkeyaz,Ishouldhavejustlethimgo.

Me:"Iwannaknoweverything"

Him:"ohkay"

Me:"howoldareyourkids"?

Him:"sevenandthree"

Me:"genders,names"?

Him:"OwentandoisaboyUnaseven,then

Sinothandoisagirlunathree"

Me:"baphi"?

Him:"theylivewiththeirmothers"

Me:"uyabasupoort'a"?

Him:"yes...Look,reasonI'mhonestwithyou

kwangokuIdon'twantyoutofindout



sewungaphakathiifyoudecidetogiveusachance.I

wantyoutodecideknowingallthefactsaroundmy

life"

Me:"whydidyoubreakupwiththem"?

Hesighed...

Me:"celaubehonestbra"

Him:"withChumashefoundoutIwas"this"afterwe

datedforsixyears,shecouldn'tacceptitthenshe

leftme"

Me:"umntanaenangaphingoko"?

Him:"sheleftrightaftershegavebirth"

Me:"thesecondone"?

Him:"shewantedmoreofthehighlife...notthatI

couldn'tafforditbutitbecametoomuch"

Me:"how"?



Him:"she'sdemanding,stillis.Ifshewantstoflyto

Paristonight,thenitmustbetonightANDshedidn't

getalongverywellwiththeteam"

Me:"Marcknewher''?

Him:"heknowsbothofthem"

Me:"mh"

Him:"wonele"?

Me:"fornowIthinkso"

Him:"well,ithinkthat'senoughforonedaysolemme

justleaveyoutoponderoneverythingneh"?

Inod

Hegotup,cametokissmycheekIducked

away,lookingattheoppositedirection.Hetookhis

carkeysandleft,Iheardhiscardrivingoutandthe

soundfaded.Igotup,electronicallylockedthegate

fromtheinsideandtookashawlscuddlingmyself

onthecouch,themoreIhuggedmyselfthemoreI



feltthosepainsreturning.Itriedmybesttocontrol

thepainsbystiffeningmybodymusclesbutkeIdid

allofthatinvain,thepainsjustshotup,piercing

throughmylowerbodyIletoutacryasIclutchedon

theshawl,tearsrandownmycheeksrapidly.I

couldn'tcontrolitanymoreandnowtheonlyperson

IcouldthinkofwasNtando...Hewasmyonlyhope.

Ireachedformyphoneandcalledhim...Itrangthree

timesthenitwentsilent.Itriedagainstillinvain.

Ndancamakengokndavelandalilacozeyonantou

LukeakakazofikahayandthethingoEvenoKeriand

Icouldn'treallycallMarcusESEkapauzokwenzani?

Iballedmyeyesoutasthepainbecamemoreand

moresevere,bynowthebloodwaspumpingeven

morethanbefore

Hecalledmeback

Me:"h-hi"?



Him:''hey,yourvoicesoundscracked,areyouokay"?

Istartedcryingagain,verballynow.

Him:"okayokay.I'monmyway"

Ijusttriedgettingup,Iactuallycrawledtomy

bedroomIhadtochangedthesanitarytowelbefore

hereachedthishouse,thatalonewasamissionbutI

diditintheend.Iwashedmyhandsandwalked

slowlydownstairs,stoppingnowandthentocatcha

breath

Inlessthantheanticipatedtime,hebuzzed,Iopens

forhim,holdingthekitchencounterforsupport...My

legsweresoontobefailingmeasIsliddownthe

cupboardandsatflatonthetiledcoldfloor.He

rushedinside...Didn'tevenaskquestions,hepicked

meupandtookmetothecar,heracedoutofthat

housetoaprivatedoctorsofficeandagainhe

carriedmeinside..Thereceptionistlookedathimin



shock

Him:"isdoctorLaurenhere"?

Her:"yessirdoyouhaveanappointment"?

Hejustbargedinandputmeonthebedthenwalked

backout...Iturnedandsleptonmystomach,still

clutchingonmylowerabdomen.NextthingIheard

twovoicescomingin

Doc:"goodmorningmisserh"?

Him:"Smith"

Doc:"whatseemstobetheproblem"?

Lentombazanahadnocluethatevenasentence

wasamission?AfterafewsecondsItriedturning

andfacedthem,Ntandolookedinshockdownmy

stomach,Ifollowedhiseyesandmetblood:'(



Me:"yoh"!

:o

Doc:"Sir,plzwaitoutside"

Him:"no,Ican'tleaveherhere"

Doc:"Ipromisetotakecareofher,justwaitoutside.

Please"

Hetouchedmyhand,brushingitandleft.Thedoctor

calledtwonursesthentheycoveredmewitha

hospitalcloththentheystartedwiththeirtests.After

thesixthbloodtestIhasablackout.Iwas

numb,heardnothingandfeltnothing.Iwasjustout.

-

Wheniwokeupiwasn'tinthesamebedIwasin

earlier,Ilookedaround...Iwasinarealhospitalwith

LukeandKerionbothsides.NoNtandotobeseen.I

lookedaroundagainandsawaglassofwater



Me:"Luu"?

Heliftedhisheadandsmiled...Hehadahintoffear

inhim.

Him:"hey,you'reup"

Me:"water..plz"

Hegavemethewater,withastrawIdrankhalfofit

andtriesseatingup.Kerihelpedmendahlalakak'hle

Her:"whathappened"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...whatdidthedoctorsay"?

Him:"they'restillrunningtests"

Me:"howdidIgethere"?

Her:"youweretransferedbyaprivateDoctor"

Him:"somedoctorLauren"

Me:"oh"



SothatmeansNtandodidn'tcomealong?Itisonly

thenthatIrealizedIleftmyphoneathome...

Couldn'tcallandthankhim.

AmaleDoctorwalkedin

Him:"heyourbeautifulpatientisawake,howyou

feelingMissSmith"

Me:"numbdoc"

Him:"andthebleedinghasstopped...fornow"

Keri:"whatcauseditinthefirstplace"?

Him:"we'renotsureyetthat'swhywe'rerunning

testsma'am"

Hetookmoreblood-_-you'dswearthey'refeeding

mybloodtovampiresmntakamanbekunini

nditsalwaeligazi?Thenheleft



Keri:"I'mgoingout,whatcanIbringyou"?

Luu:"food,I'mdyinghere"

Her:"okay,Trina"?

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Her:"butyouhavetodrinkoreatsomething"

Me:"okay...Strawberrymilkshake"

Her:"okay,I'llbeback"

Me:"kay"

Sheleft.

Lukecametositdown...Iknewtherewas

somethinghugecoming:/hewasjusttoo

uncomfortablyserious.

Him:"Ineedtoaskyousomething"



Me:"Iknow"

Hechuckled:v

Him:"wereyoupregnant"?

:o

Me:"what"!?!

Him:"thebloodyoulost...itslikeyoumiscarried"

Me:"no,Iwasn'tpregnant"

Him:"okay...Ijustwannaunderstandwhat's

happeningokay"

Ijustnod...Likereally?:/

Me:"howdidyouknowIwashere"?

Him:"Beastcalledmeonyourphone"

Me:"oh"



Him:"wheredidhefindyou"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"wellitdon'treallymattercozhesavedyourlife"

Me:"where'smyphone"?

Him:"hesaidhe'llbringitlateron"

Me:"heleftwithit"?

Him:"Ithinkso"

-_-whythehelldidheeventakeitendlini?Iclosed

myeyes,avoidingtothinkaboutthesituationathand

Luke:"Marcisflyinginlateron"

Me:"youshouldn'thavetoldhim"

Him:"wehadto"

Me:"nowhehastoleaveLizzyalone"

Him:"Trina"



Ikeptquiet,myeyesstillclosed.
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IwasheavilysedatedsoIfellasleepagainonceI

closedmyeyes...ItfeltlikeIrelaxedmorewhenI

wassleeping,feltnopainwhatsoever.

Ifeltsomeonetouchingmyforehead,Islowlyopened

myeyesandsawhim,hisfacewasfear-strickenas

hestoodnexttomybed

Me:"I'mstillalive"

Hesmiledandsatdown,holdingmyhandandjust

lookingatmewithoutaword.Iclearedmythroat,I

wantedtocleartheairandgethimtotalk:(itwas

awkwardenoughalreadyandIdidn'tevenhearmy

siblingsgoing...Whattimewasitanyway?

Me:"I'msorry"



Him:"forwhat"?

Me:"for...Burdeningyou.And,forthebloodyou

saw...hopefullyyoudidn'tcomeintocontactwith

any"

Him:"andifIdid"?

Ndamjonga...

Him:"relax,Ididn't.Uthiniudoctor"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...Ifellasleepaftersometests"

Him:"oh-kay"

Me:"Ierhm...Iwantedtothankyou.Yousavedmy

life"

Him:"itsnobigdeal,I'mjustgladyou'rebetter"

Me:"thankstomygangstafriend"

Hecrackedup...:)atleastImadehimlaughkuyo

yonkelento.



Him:"Ican'tstaylongthough,yourbrotherisaround"

Me:"he'slandedalready"?

Him:"yeahso,IthinkI'llseeyouagaintomorrowif

you'renotdischarged"

Me:"oh"

Helookedatme,Ilookeddownatmyfingers...My

emotionswerecertainlyallovertheplacestruBob!

Him:"youdon'tseemtowantmetogo"

Me:"doyouhaveto"?

Him:"whathappensifyourbrothersfindmehere"?

Me:"don'ttheyknowyoubroughtmehere"?

Hesighed...



Me:"thenyou'lltellthemyoucametocheckupon

me,right"?

Him:"Idon'twannacauseanyfrictionsbabe,Idon't

mindgoingandcomingbacklateronwhenthey're

allgone"

Me:"visitinghourswillbeoverbythen"

Him:"letmeworryaboutthat...Yourphone"

Me:"thanks"

Itookitanddidallpossiblechecks:v

Him:"I'dneverdothattoyou"

Me:"dowhat"?

Him:"Iknowwhatyou'rechecking"

Me:"youcan'tblameme"

Him:"IonlytookitsothatIcaninformyoursiblings

thenIchargedit,that'sall"

Me:"onecanneverbetoocareful...butthanksagain"



Him:"ayt,lemmevanish"

Me:"kay"

Hegotupandkissedmyforehead...Walkedtothe

door,openeditandjuststoodthereforasecond

thenturned.

Him:"youknowIthoughtI'dlooseyou,especially

whentheytransferredyouhere.Funnyhowyou'dbe

afraidoflosingwhatsnotevenyoursneh?Butyou

provedtobeexactlywhatIsawinyou"

Me:"what'sthat"?

Him:"afighter."

Ismiled...LolekhayaI'mthebaby.Likeyonkinto

revolvesaroundmebeingtheyoungestsohearing

umntuwhodoesn'trefertomebymypositionbutby

myabilitykindafedmyegokancinci.



Him:"sharp"

Me:"sharp...Celawhenyou'recomingundphathele

inyama"

Him:"braaidporkIguess"

Me:"thankyouverymuch"

Hechuckledandwalkedoutclosingthedoorbehind

him.Itookmyphoneandcheckedmy

messages,mostwerefromtheFAMandsomefrom

Amishandthegirls:DIcalledher

Mish:"yhuchomiuyadikaevha"

Me:"good...afternoontoyoutooAmanda"

Her:"tchinmxm...itheniphoneyakho?LikeI'vebeen

callingnonestop"

Him:"bingekhokum,sorry"

Her:"ulibelethatwepromisedtohookup"?

Me:"yho"



Her:"great!LandileisbusystrollingtheMallwiththat

bitchwenaubusyplayinghousewife!Chomugrand

upstairs"?

Ineededthis:vforreal

Me:"awmyfriend,IforgotI'msorry"

Her:"youforgot"?

Me:"yeah,I'mbackinJo'burg"

Her:"mxm"

Me:"Ihadto...butI'lltellyoulateronwhenI'moutof

thisplace"

Her:"outofwhere"?

Me:"erh...Nevermind"

Her:"Chomwhat'sup?Somethingisdefinitelygoing

oninyourlife"

Me:"I'mnotsureyetbutyou'llbethefirsttoknow"

Her:"okaykethanksforthecall"



Me:"thanksforthemessagesnawe"

Her:"laterneh"

Me:"shot"!

Wehungup,Igotupandwenttothebathroom.The

bleedinghadstoppednyhani,Icamebackplayed

games,IwashungrybutIdon'treallylikehospital

foodandodor...IlistenedtomusicuntilIheardmy

brotherscomingtowardsthewardLolmyheart

jumpedforjoy

Marcuswalkedinfirst...hesawmeandcameforth.

Wehugged.Theyallsatdown:D:DBooboowas

back

Me:"ohmyword!CanItakehim"?

Evegavemeherson,Iplayedwithhimhewas

smiling,gigglingandjusthappy.Thislittleniqqa



broughtsomeindescribablejoytomylife

Marc:"sowhat'sgoingon?Howyoufeeling"?

Me:"I'mfeelingfinethankyou"

Him:"IhearBeastsavedyou"

Me:"ohthat"

LolEvelynwasallsmiles...

Him:"yourdoctorhasknockedoffsowe'llseehim

tomorrowmorningandaskfurtherquestions"

Me:"Ihopey'alldidn'tcallmom"

Him:"Ididn't"

Luu:"wedidn't"

Me:"thanks...how'sLiz"

Him:"she'sgood,we'reallshockedaboutyou"

Me:"wellI'mbetterthanearlieron"



Him:"soyoujust...Bled"?

Me:"yeah...feltpains,severepainsthenthebleeding

came"

Him:"soyoudon'tknowwhat'sthecause"?

Me:"no...ButLukethinksImiscarried"

Him:"huh"?

Luu:"whatwasIsupposedtothink"?

Eve:"wellsheain'tnoMary"

Keri:"she'sstillavirgin,lasttimeIchecked"

Luu:"she'sbeenwithherboyfriendinCapeTown,

remember"?

Me:"hellllooow?I'mstillhereokay"

Keri:"sorry"

Marc:"yousureyoudon'tknowwhat'shappeningto

you?Imean,wewon'tjudge."

Me:"Ithinkitwillbebetterifwewaitforthedoctor"

Him:"okay"



Keri:"haveyoueaten"

Me:"I'mgood"

Luu:"shehasn'teaten,eventhatmilkshakeisstill

havewaydown"

Keri:"Ibroughtyouhomecookedfood"

Marc:"andyouhavetoeat,youcan'tdrinkpillsonan

emptystomach"

Eve:"I'msureshe'lleat...you'dswearshe'sinvalidthe

wayyouguyscontinue"

Luu:"we'rejustconcerned"

Ikeptquiet...I'mnovictimnehbutIdon'treallylike

peoplefussingoverme.ItookthefoodKerigaveme

andstartedeating.

Marc:"lemmecallLizzy,I'llbeback"

Keri:"luuyouhaven'tforgottenright"?

Luu:"oh...can'twedoittomorrow"?



Her:"no,it'llbeescalatetomorrow"

Him:"okaylet'sgo"

Keri:"we'llbebacknownow"

Me:"sho"

Iwasleftwitheveandbooboo...Iateafewspoons

andcoveredthetub.

Eve:"so...WhydidBeastbringyouhere?"

Me:"becauseheassumedIneededadoctor"

Her:"cummon,youknowwhatImean.Wherewere

youguys"?

Isighed...Eveakakwaziuwuvalakeumlomiwakhe.

Her:"Ipromisetobediscreet"

Me:"wewereatthehouse"



Her:"atthehouse?Youmean,Luke'shouse?Why

washethere"?

Me:"Icalledhim...Iwasinpain"

Her:"howdidheknowtheplace"?

Me:"what'supwiththisinterrogationthough"?

Her:"Ijustwannaunderstand"

Iswitchedoffmymusic...

Her:"I'msorry"

Me:"cool"

Her:"doyouthi-"

Mephonedisturbedher...

Me:"excuseme"

Shenod



Me:"hi"?

Him:"IhopeI'mnotdisturbing"

Me:"no,what'sup"?

Him:"they'reoutofpork,itwillonlybedeliveredinthe

morning"

Me:"ohokay"

Him:"sowhatdoIdo"?

Me:"nahdon'tstress,akhongxaki"

Him:"okaysharp"

Me:"bye"

Ihungup...

Eve:"that'shim,right"?

Me:"himwho"?

Her:"Beast"



Me:"hedoesn'treallyhavetobeinallour

conversationsthough"

Her:"itshim.Wow...youguysarebecomingcloseI

see"

Me:"Evelyn"

Her:"I'mjustadmiringthat'sall"

Me:"there'snothingtoadmire"

Her:"thenwhybedefensive"?

:/

Me:"I...Look,Ijustdon'tknowwhereIstandokay.

He'srevealedsomebittertruthsbouthimself,things

Iwouldhaverunathousandmilesjusttogetaway

from"

Her:"butthatalonemadeyoufallevenharderforhim.

Iknowonething,he'sagangstasoisMarcsowe

can'treallyjudgehimbythat"

Me:"howdoyouknow"

Her:"he'sMarc'sboss...Ioverheardthemwhilewe



wereinthecape"

Me:"andyouneverbotheredtotellme"?

Her:"Iwasntsureandbesides,Iwantedhimtotell

youhimself"

Me:"wellhedid"

Her:"howdoyoufeel"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...fascinatedandscaredatthe

sametime.Ireallydon'tknowhey...He'sgoodto

me,hereallyisbutthefactthathe'sagangstaAND

he'sfriendswithmybigbrother"

Her:"mmh,MarcusSmith"

Me:"yep"

Her:"wellIwantyoutofollowyourheart..."

Marc:"youfollowedyoursandcamewithababy"

Whendidhereturn?Jawdropped!Momentof

silence!Awkwardmoments!
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Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor,Itookmyphone

andplayedwithit.Evelickedandclosedhislips

whichweredrybynow...shetookherkidand

breastfedhim

Him:"whythesilencenow?DidIinterruptan

importantconversation"?

Silence...WellIwasn'tsurewhattosaysinceIdidn't

knowwhatexactlydidheoverhear

Eve:"I'llbeback"

Shegotupwithhersonandleft...

Awkwardsilencebetweenmeandmybrother...



-

BeasthadlefttheShisaNyamaandwenttorelaxfor

acoupleofhoursinhisplace,hehadawellfurnished

apartmentthatherentedouttostudentsbuthadhis

ownroomattheverylastendofthebuildingfor

momentslikethese.Heneededsomeperspective

rightnowbutasmuchashisheartwashere,his

mindwasalwaysaboutbusiness,money,revenue...

JustthenRangercalled:

Him:"Range,supman"?

Range:"boss!Youshouldcomebackgou-gou"

Him:"yintonngoku"?

Range:"Thrillerhasbeenshot"

Hegotupandwalkedtothewindow...

Him:"what!?"

Range:"he'sbeenrushedtothehospitalrightnow"



Him:"Rangerwait...Thrillerissupposedtobein

Durban!WhythefuckwasheindieKaap"?

Range:"hesaidheneededtotalktoya...Boss,isit

possibleforyoutoflyintonight"?

Him:"NOO!Ranger!No!MustIalwaysbetherewhen

youniqqazfuckup?Whenthefuckarey'allgonna

manuphuh?Jerrrr"!!!

Hehungupandpackedhisthings...Justashe

finishedhecalledhismainmaninDurban...

Ghost:"TaBeast,bengizok'bhelelamybra"

Him:"Whatthefuckisgoingon"!!??

Ghost:"guessyouheardaboutThriller..."

Him:"Ghost,Idon'twannacometoDurbanjustas

yet"

Ghost:"nononoyoudon'thavetotaBeast...Thriller

wantedtogiveyousomeinformationsoheflewto

theCapethismorning.Idon'tknowhowhegotshot"



Him:"I'mgivingyouthreehours,youwillcallmewith

fullinformation"

Ghost:"buttaBeastI'mon-"

Him:"Idon'twannarepeatmyself!Youbettercallme

backMabhuti,oryou'llregreteverbeingaghostin

mykraal"

Hehungup...calledRanger

Range:"Boss"

Him:"Igiveyouthreehours,thenIwanteverylittle

detail"

Range:"gotit"

Hehungup...Nowthedilemmawashowtoflyto

CapeTownngokuwhilehehadpromisedtogoback

tothehospital.Hesatdowncontemplating...



HecalledMarcuswhowasstillwithus...

Marc:"Ninja"

Him:"Thriller'sbeenshot"

Marc:"you'rekidding!Where?How?Didn'tyousend

ThrillertoDurban"?

Him:"youhavetogettoCapeTownassoonas

possible."

Marc:"itwillhavetobetomorrowmorningbraIcan't

gonow"

Him:"shot"!

Marc:"where-"

Hehadalreadyhungup.

Beastopenedhistrackingdeviceandtrackeddown

Thrillersjourney,hefoundoutwherehegotshotthen

calledinfavorsfromalloverkwaLangaeveryone



wasoutonthelookouttogetalltheinformationhe

needed.

Aftertwohours,Ghostcalled

Him:"Mabhuti"!

Ghost:"IthinkImightbeontosomething"

Him:"ng'lalele"

Ghost:"hewasshotkwaLanga,theguysdrovea

blackCadillacandaresuspectedtobefromKilla's

army"

Him:"wasthathard"?

Ghost:"chaboss"

Him:"rememberthatnexttime"

Thenhehungup...Killaisoneofhisrivalriesbut

they'vesettledthewarwhenitexpandedand

involvedfamilymembersaboutfouryearsbackwhy



wouldKilladothisnow?Hesatbackandwaitedfor

Rangertocallwithhisinformation...

AfterthirtymoreminutesRangercalled...

Him:"Range"

Range:"HewasshotkwaLanga,blackCadillacwhich

tracedbacktobraKilla"

Him:"why"?

Range:"Thrillerhadpickeduponatrailerleadingtoa

businessbraKilla'speopleareconductingthatcould

leadtouslosingourownsohewantedtotalktoyou

beforehedidsomethingaboutit"

Him:"soKillaisstartingawaragain"?

Range:"Iwentoverthere..metMas'xbuthedenied

theirinvolvement"

Him:"goodwork"

Range:"sowhatnow"?



Him:"keepaneyeonThrill,I'lldotherest"

Range:"whenisMarcflyingin"?

Him:"tomorrowmorning"

Range:"okay,sharp"

Him:"sho"

Hesattheremindlesslytappinghisfingersonthe

coffeetable...IfKillaisonabetrayaltrailthenhe

hadtobeastepahead.Butnotbeforehelet'shim

knowthathe'sawaresohecalledKilla

..

Killa:"Mainman,zkhiphanindoda"?

Him:"oneofmymenwasshottoday"

Killa:"oh...youneedsomehelpfindingoutwhodidit?

We'llgladlylendyouahandman"

:vthebeastinsideBeastwasslowlygrowling...This

Killareallyintendedonplayingaroundhuh?



Him:"Killa"

Killa:"Beast"

Him:"you'vejustrewindedthepast...justremember

thatwhenallhellbreakslooseandtheBeastgets

looseanddevourstheprey"

Killa:"wha-"

Hehungup.

-

-

Marc:"arewegonnasitinthisawkwardness"?

Me:"whatdoyouhaveinmind"?

Him:"whowereyoutalkingaboutbeforeIwalkedin"?

Me:"nobodyinparticular"

Him:"mmh..Look,Ijustreceivedacall.Ihavetobein

theCapeASAP"



Me:"everythingokay"?

Him:"yeahImean...Itsjustsomebusinesshiccups"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"solemmejustleaveyoutorest"

Me:"okaythanksforcomingby"

Him:"youdon'thavetothankmeLilsis...family

stickstogetheratalltimes"

Wehugged...Evewalkedin,Ihuggedthemaswell

thentheyleft.IwantedtoseeNtando:(Idon'tknow

whybutwhenMarcmentioned"business"Ijusthad

afeelingthiswas"their"businessmeaninghewas

alsoleaving.Iwaitedanxiouslyyouknow...Iwas

kindaamazedbymyreactiontothisthought.Imean

Ijustdidn'texpectmyselftobesopossessiveof

himsoquickly:/wehbanna!!!ThewayIwasacting

itslikewe'vebeenfriendsforalongtimeoreven

worse...itslikewe'vebeentogetherman,*sigh*

Itookapeekoutside..itwasdark,guessImightas

wellsleepmaybehe'sflownbackalready.AsI



coveredmyselfIplayedsoulmusicjusttotakeme

swiftlytothongoland...Onthethirdtrack,Iheardmy

doorslowlycreakingopenandhisscentcrawledin

beforeheevensetfoot,Iturnedandlookedathim...

Him:"thoughtyou'dbefastasleepbynow"

Me:"thoughtyou'vegonebacktoCapeTown"

Hewalkedinandcametostandbyme,Isatup,my

feethangingoverthebed,wewerefacingeachother

Me:"youokay"?

Him:"yeah..."

Hepushedafootstooltowardsmesomyfeet

landedonitthenhecameforthandheldmy

hands...bothofthemwithoutevensittingdown



Me:"what'sgoingon"?

Him:"Ierhm...IhavetoflybacktoCapeTown

tonight"

Me:"butitsclosetomidnightalready"

Him:"Iknow...Somethingveryseriouscameup"

Me:"can'tsomeoneelsehandleit"?

Him:"WellMarcishere...Rangeristoo...softIguess"

:/

Ilookeddownonbothourhands...Ourfingers

entwinedinsomeunspokenunison.Heletgoofone

handandtouchedmyface,slowlyliftingupmychin

Him:"IpromiseI'llbebackassoonasIsettlethis

littlebusiness"

Isulked

Me:"youdon'thaveto....Itsnotlikeyouoweme

anything"



Him:"suthethakanjalomaanSibongile"

Me:"itsthetruthnje,anywaybusinesscomes

first,right"?

Him:"you'rebeingunfairrightnow"

Me:"amIsupposedtobefair"?

Hebentdownwithouthesitationandourlipsmet...in

amatterofsecondsourtonguescollided!His

colognetwistedsomeknotsinmystomach,dammit

itdrovemenuts!!ThisshitfeltsogoodIdidn'twant

ittostopbuthowcouldIfeellikethisnah?How

couldsomethingsowrongfeelsoright?Nowait...

Whosaidthisiswrong?Mxm...Ipushedhimback

slowly

Me:"stop"

Him:"what"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...You...We...I...Look,I'mjust*sigh*

eintlikIdon'tknow"



Him:"thendon'tsayanything"

Hekissedmeoncemore...Ipulledout.Helooked

confused

Me:"youdon'tgetitdoyou"

Him:"you'regivingmemixedsignshere"

Ipulledhimcloserandkissedhim,thistimemyarms

goingoverhisheadandkeepinghiminplace...My

heartwasjustoverflowingindelight.LolIrepeat

onceagain,imandiintoebiwayobutinthebackof

mymindIknewithadtobenicerwhenitsoutinthe

open,ifthatwasevenpossible

Whenwecontent,wesettleddownandjustlookedat

eachotherwithoutawordforasecond.

Me:"I...IthinkI'minlovewithyou"

Him:"thenwhydoyoumakeitsoundlikesuchabad



thing"

Me:"Ijustdon'tknowhowtoexpressmyfeelings

okay...ThisisatoughsituationformeIthinkwe

bothknowwhy"

Him:"Ido...wehavetotakethingsslowthoughI'm

thrilledtohearwhatyoujustsaid"

Me:"likeIsaidbefore...Ineedtimetohealbefore

jumpingintoanotherrelationship"

Him:"I'llbepatient"

Iblushed...NotevensureifIjusttooktheright

decision

Him:"Ipromiseyou,I'llcomebackonceIsettlethis

thing"

Me:"hopefullyI'llbeoutofthisplacebythen"

Him:"Ihopesotoo..comehere"



Wejusthugged,myheadburiedinhisneckdaaaim

thisshitfeltgood...

Me:"canItellyousomething"?

Him:"mmh"

Me:"yousmellgood"

Helaughed...Ijusttightenedmygriparoundhisneck

justacoupleofminuteslonger.
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Helatertuckedmeinbed#hidesandhummeda

songthatwasplayingonmyphone"Forevermine"

oldschoolRnBuntilIreallydozedoff.

WhenIopenedmyeyesitwasmorning,thedoctor

wastherewithtwonursesagain



Him:"morningmissSmith,howarewefeeling"?

Me:"I'mfeelinggreat,howareyou"?

Him:"I'mfabulous...Ithinkyou'llbegladtoknowwe

mighthavejustfoundoutwhatcausedyour

bleeding"

Me:"youhave"?

Him:"wehavereasontobelieveyouhadabrief

encounterofAUB"

Luu:"what'sthat"?

Oh..whendidtheyarrive?Lolfamilyendinayodon't

evengreetthesedays?

Thedoctorlookedatmequizzically..

Me:"youcancontinue,they'remyfamily"

Him:"ohkay...AUBisanabbreviationforabnormal

uterinebleeding"



Eve:"whatcausesit"?

Him:"itvariesperperson.Forexampleitcanbe

causedbytrauma,hormonalissues,infectionor

malignancy"

Me:"sooooowhichoftheabovecauseditinmy

case"?

Him:"itseemslikehormonalissuesbecauseyou

havetestednegativeregardinginfectionand

everythingelse..Yourstresslevelsarehighandyour

hormonesareallovertheplace"

Luu:"mmh"

Keri:"doesithaveacure"?

Him:"I'mdiagnosinghertoatwoweeks

treatment,afterthatshe'llhaveacheckupwitha

gynecologistthenwe'llseefromthere"

Me:"thatmeansI'mleavingthisplaceright"?

Him:"yesma'am...cansomeonefollowmetosigna

fewdocuments"

Luu:"thatwillbeme"



Theyleft,Iwenttoshower,changedintoclotheshey

hadbroughtforme.

Me:"ready"

Keri:"tookeverything"?

Me:"yep"

Wewalkedouttothereception..

Me:"everythingokay"?

Him:"yourbillhasbeenpaid"

Me:"oh"

Him:"that'sallyougonnasay?Oh"?

Me:"whatamIsupposedtosay"?

Keri:"socanwegoalready"?

Him:"Keri,whowouldpayabillifIoryoudidn'tpay



forit"?

Keri:"didyouthinkaboutthepersonwhobroughther

here"?

Him:"oh...Damn!Ishould'veknown"

Evepulledmyarmsahambaandwaitedinthecar...

Me:"what'sthebigdealthough"?

Her:"Idon'twannaknow...they'vebeentensesince

yesterday.WhatdoesMarcknow"?

Me:"I'mnotreallysure...hejustaskedwhowerewe

talkingaboutItoldhimnooneinparticularthenhe

droppedthesubject"

Her:"he'sbeenbusyonhislaptoptheentirenight"

Me:"Idon'treallycareanymore"

Her:"mmh,someoneisabouttofollowherheart"

Ilaughedandstoppedhalfwaywhentheolder

siblingswalkedclosertothecar...theygotinandwe



drovehome.WhenwereachedhomeIwalked

straighttomyroomandlockedmyselfebathroom

withmyphone.Ntandohasn'tcallednortexted...

Thismustbeaverybusydayneh:/aftersoaking

myselfforanhourIwalkedoutandworepajamas

ndahlalaonmybedwatchingchickflicks,Soso

called

Me:"hey"?

Him:"heyyousounddown,what'sup"?

Me:"that'swhathappenswhenyouspendanightor

twoatahospital"

Him:"hospi-whathappened"?

Me:"itsnothingmajor"

Him:"oh...butyou'reokaythough"?

Me:"I'mgettingthere...what'sup"?

Him:"I'mjustcheckingonyou"

Me:"ohthanks"

Him:"yousureyoudon'twannatalkboutit"?



Me:"yeahI'msurebutthanksforaskingneh"

Him:"you'rewelcome...funnyhowyou'renoteven

askingaboutmybrother"

Me:"I'msurehe'snotevenaskingaboutnetoo"

Him:"well..."

Me:"lifegoesonntwana"

Him:"Istillthinky'allwillmakeupy'know"

Me:"notthistimearoundman...Imovedon"

Him:"soquick"?

Me:"ittookhimasecond"

Him:"haynichildishNinayaz...morethanvelaandI"

Me:"Vela?Y'allarestilldating"?

Him:"yeahwethulolongdistancefuckedup

relationship"

Me:"wow...ninetrustshame"

Him:"wellIknowshe'scheatingwithawhiteguybut

Idon'twannaaskhraboutit"

Me:"how'dyouknow"



Him:"myfriendsthatsidehaveseenthemon

countlessoccasions"

Me:"oh"

Him:"yeahwell,relationshipsarenotasperfectas

theyseem"

Me:"Iknowthatbetterthananyone"

Him:"itsgoodtohearyourvoicentwana,lemme

bounceneh"

Me:"dankieboy"

Wehungup...IfeltbadfornottellingSosothathis

chickischeatingwithmybrotherbutitsnoneofmy

businessnjena:(.someoneknockedonmydoor

Me:"itsopen"

Lukewalkedinwithatrayoffoodandsatnexttome



Him:"I'msorryaboutearlier"

Me:"it'scool"

Him:"Ijustdon'twantpeoplegivingushandouts"

Me:"hedidn'tgiveus,hegavemeanditwasn'ta

handout.Iamcertainitcamefromagoodplace"

Him:"Iknownow...He'sagoodman,notwhatI

thoughtofhim"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"Keriisplanningabrunchoncewegetago-

aheadfromMarcussowecanproperlythankhim"

Me:"Idoubthe'llmakeit"

Him:"whynot"?

Me:"he'sabusyman...justcallhimandthankhim.

He'llappreciatethat"

Him:"okay...doyouhavehisnumber"?

Me:"no...askMarc"

Him:"okay...Enjoyyourmeal"

Me:"thankyou"



Hegotup,closedthedoorbehindhimandleft.

Iateupandtookthetraydownstairsbutdidn'tstay

long...Iwantedtobealone,someprivacymaybe?I

gotinbedandswitchedoffmyTVndazamaulala.

AsIwasdozingoffmyphonevibratedfromunder

mypillow,Ireachedoutandanswered

Me:"low"?

Him:"hey,yougood"?

Me:"ohhi...I'mgoodyou"?

Him:"I'mokay...wait,youdidn'tcheckthescreen

beforeansweringdidyou"?

Me:"Iwasalmostasleepyouknow"

Him:"I'msorry"

Me:"nobiggie..howis'business"?

Him:"business...theusual.Nothingextreme.Howare



you"?

Me:"I'vebeendischargedsoI'mprettymuchhealedI

guess"

Him:"I'mgladtohearthat"

Me:"Ierh,Iwantedtothankyoukwakhonayou

know...Mostespeciallyforpayingupthehospital

bill"

Him:"youdon'treallyhavetodothat"

Me:"itfeelsrightthough"

Him:"justlikeitfeltrightformetopayupokay,let's

forgetaboutitnow"

Me:"mmkay"

Him:"whencanIseeyouagain"?

Me:"whendoyouwannaseemeagain"?

Him:"ifitwereuptome,I'dlovetoseeyounowbut

ke...So"?

Me:"Ithinkwe'llhaveabetterconclusiononceyou're

here"



Him:"beinginJoziislikegoingfromkwaLangato

Khayelitshakum"

Me:"Iknow...But,Iwantyoutosettleyourbusiness

thenwecanmeetup"

Him:"cabauyifunayonkeIattentionyamMiss

Smith"

Me:"wellundiqhelisileyonkeIattentionyakho

Ntando"

Him:"Ilikehowyoupronouncemyname..withsuch

affectionandabeautifulmixedaccent"

Ilaughed,andofcozblushed.

Him:"you'resofteningme...Onlymymotherdoes

that"

Me:"IguessIshouldtakethatasacomplimentthen"

Him:"itis...You'respecialyouknowthat"

Me:"sweettalk?Ayifaninawekele"



Him:"awwcummon"

Me:"I'msorrybutitstrue...youdon'tlooklikethe

typicalromantictyp'aguy"

Him:"I'llproveyouwrongyouknow"?

Me:"youdon'thaveto"

WecontinueduntilIstoppedhim...Wejustwenton

andon,feltlikewe'veknowneachotherforyears...

ThoughIstillwasn'tsureifI'mreadyforwhatI've

putmyselfinto.
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Ireturnedbacktoschoolfeelingalotmorebetter

thenIsawVincent:DhowImissedhim,thisisone

personwhodoesn'tgiveuponanotherperson,I

thanktheLordeachdaythathe'sstillpartofmy

circle.Keritookmetothemoviesaspromisedthen

thefollowingdayshetookEvetoaspa...Beast

reallycamebackandwewentforlunch.Ispentthe

entiredaywithhimas"babysteps"intoknowing



eachother...itwasgoodthoughitwasn'tenough.He

actuallyspentaweekinJo'burg.

Lifewasnowkindabacktonormalifthere's

anythingnormalaboutlifeatall.Westudiedhard

youknow?Daddoesn'ttrustLuketotakecareofus

andsowewantedtoprovehimwrong...Westudied

sohardthatwehadnosociallife.Wewerejust

friendswitheachother.

DuringJuneholidaywewenthomeallofusohand

Keriwaspreggieswiththeirfirstchild:D...Itwas

onlylogicalthatwevisitthefolksbutEvedidn'tstay

toolong.Shehadonlystayedaweekthentook

Boobootohisothergrandparentstheywantedhim

fortherestoftheyearanditwasgoodcozKerihad

tospendtimewithherhusbandduringtheirfirst

pregnancy.OnespecificmorningIwasjustjogging

withmymp3playeronIbumpedontoLandileand

Ovayoalsojogging...Iwavedandpassed,heturned

andfollowedme,tappedmeontheshoulderI

stoppedandlookedathimremovingoneheadset



Me:"sup"?

Him:"hey...Youlookgood"

Me:"erh...ThanksIguess"

Istartedwalking

Him:"lookTrina,Iknowthingsdidn'tendwell

betweenus"

Me:"so"?

Him:"Iwantedtoapologizeforthat"

Me:"lifegoesonwethuLandile"

YafikalakretseinguOvayo...She'dgivenbirthfuthi

andshewaslookinggood.

Her:"good,lifegoeson"



Him:"Ovayokhawume"

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforthis"

Him:"I'msorryaboutthat...Canwemaybedocoffee

sometime"?

Ilookedathim...isheseriouslyaskingmeout?

EhambanoOvayo?Aftersomanymonthsof

ignorance?

Me:"actually,no"

Him:"canIwalkyouhome"?

Me:"whataboutyourjoggingpartner"?

Him:"Ijustwannaclarifytheairbetweenus"

Me:"fromwhereI'mstanding,theairisclearenough.

Haveagoodday"

Ijoggedaway...reachedhomeandshowered.Winter

willalwaysbewinter,cold,windyandrainybutas



athleteswecan'treallyrest,wehavetokeepour

body'sintactandhealthyatalltimes.WhenIwas

donewiththeshowerIwentdownstairsfor

breakfast

Me:"morning...where'smom"?

Dad:"shewenttotheorphanage"

Me:"ohkay"

HewasalreadyeatingsoImademyselffoodand

satacross,Lukewalkedinnayewazenzelaukutya.

Him:"sowhataretheplansforthedaydad"?

Dad:"I'llbegoingtoKlerksdorptoday"

Him:"farms"?

Dadnodsmiling

Me:"canIcomealong"?

Dad:"ofcourse,butbewarm.Thatplaceisicecold"



Me:"woop!Luuisgonnabebeboredinthishouse"

Him:"I'llfindsomething,don'tworry"

Dad:"youcancomealongtoo"

Me:"he'slosttouch,Idoubtheevenknowshowto

holdaspade"

Welaughedathim,dadwasalreadydressedsoIran

upstairsandgotmyselfwarmedup.Wore

tights,thenjeansandfluffyboots,apoloneckanda

longcoatndathathaIphoneyamandskipped

downstairs

Me:"daddy"

Him:"coming"

Luu:"you'reveryfondofthisfarmingthing"

Me:"takesmebacktoreality"

Dadcameoutweusedhistruckandwenttothe



farms,spentandentiredaythereIwasfondofthe

sheeps:)LolIlovetheirfur'coat'verymuch.Ithen

tookawalkdownthestreamwhendadandthe

farmerwenttoanotherfieldthenIsatontherock

there...CalledtaBeast.Ikindamissedhim

Thephonerangthreetimesbeforehepickedup...I

havelearnedtounderstandthathe'sabusymansoI

didn'treallyexpecthimtopickuponthefirstring...

Him:"Babe"?

:)

Me:"mmh,howareyou"?

Him:"nowthatyoucalled,I'mmorethangreat"

Me:"Ijustneededtohearyourvoicethat'sall"

Him:"someoneisfeelingsomehow"

Ilaughed:v



Me:"ohcummon,youknowImissyou.Itsnosecret"

Him:"Imissyoutoo.."

Me:"buuuuut"?

Him:"qhaIdon'twannagettoofamiliarwithyou.

ThislifethatI'mlivingisverydangerous"

Me:"obviously"

Him:"itsbetterifwedon'tmeetuptoooften...I'ma

walkingtargetbabe,youcouldgethurtandI'dnever

beabletolivewithmyself"

Me:"southiniallinall"?

Hesighed...

Iwaited...

Him:"I'mjustconcernedaboutyourwellbeingbaby

don'tgetmewrong"

Me:"Iknow...Mxm,youknowwhat?nevermind"



Ihungup...Okaysothiswasonlysinkingnowthat

I'mactuallyinlovewithagangsta.Nowait...Agang

LEADERforgoodnesssake!Isatthereinthatcold

weatherlisteningtomyringingphonefullyknowing

he'stheonecallingbutbendizothini?Iswitchedit

offandwalkedbacktothefarmhouse,auntNatalie

hadmademuttonsoup:pwithhomemadesteamed

breadandhomebrewedcoffee..Smeltdivine!We

feastedwithherfamily,dadandherhusbandcame

backnabosatyathenwewentbackhome.

Iwasfullalready,Ijustwenttokissmomandwent

tomyroom:(moodswingswereonanotherlevel.

[10/8,20:50]‪+27730692704‬:#78

OnceIwaswarminbedIswitchedonmyphoneand

sawtonsofmissedcallsandonemessage:"baby

Plzcallmewhenyougetthis.I'msurewecancome

toamutualunderstanding"



WellIdidn'twannacallhim...Loveisonehelluva

confusingfeelingshame.Ijustlaytherestaringat

thephonethenIreceivedacallfromaprivate

numberIhesitatedforamomentbuteventually

pickedup

Me:"hi"?

Him:"canwetalk"?

Me:"whosephoneisthis"?

Him:"mine,itsabusinessphone"

Me:"thatmeansyou'renothome"

Him:"notyet..look,Iwantustotalk.Pls"

Me:"Iwannasleep"

Him:"baby"

Me:"babe"

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo...Buttruthbetold,wearefrom

twodifferentworldsandthataloneisanobstacle



here"

Him:"ifweputourmindsettoitthenwecanconquer

thatobstacle...Ijustneedyoutocooperate"

Me:"kay"

Him:"Sibongile"?

Me:"mh"?

Him:"Ineedyoutodoresearchongangstasand

theirassociatesuzobonawhatI'mtalkingabout,the

dangersaroundmylife.ButmostimportantlyInerd

youtotrustme"

Ikeptquiet...Questionnumberone:DoItrusthim?I

don'tknow.

Him:"canyoudothat"?

Me:"whichone?Theresearchorthetrust"?

Him:"both"

Me:"Icouldtry...ButIdon'tthinkI'mreadytosee



howgangsmurdereachother"

Him:"youneedthatinformationnow...itwillhelpyou

decideifyoustillwantustocontinuewiththis

relationship"

Me:"oh"

Him:"look,ifthislifewasamovieI'dletyouwatchit

butsinceformeitsreality...yourhavetodosome

researchforyourowngoodandpeaceofmind"

Me:"okay"

Him:"I'llerhm...trytounderstandifaftertheresearch

youwantnothingtodowithme"

Me:"you'rebeingchildishrightnow,excusethepun"

Him:"Iwon'tansweryouuntilyou'veconductedthe

research"

Me:"okay...I'lldoit.Tonight"

Him:"I'llwaitforyourcallthen"

Me:"okaybyebye"

Him:"wait..."*sigh*



Me:"huh"?

Him:"IjustwannatellyouonceagainthatIloveyou...

Andiyazkwenzekantonikumwhenitcomestothe

thoughtofyoubuttheonlyexplanationislove.

NdikuthandanyhanS'bongile"

Ismiledfaintly...andrespondedinmorelikea

whisper

Me:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

Hehungup...Iheldontomydearphonepondering

onwhathejustsaid.Thenmymindpopped!Ishould

dothisresearchlikerightnow...howbadcanitbe?I

wenttomycomputerdeskandusedthehouse

computerinsteadofmylaptopanddidmyresearch...

Ireadandreadthesehorrible,disgusting,cold

bloodedstoriesofgangsagainstgangs.Isaw

images,Iwatchedvideos...Thatwasthelast

stop,thevideos.Icouldn'tpictureNtandokillinga



humanlikethat...coldblooded,heartless.Istarted

crying...Uncontrollably.LeaveNtandoalone...I

couldn'tpictureMARCUSdoingthis!!!Myown

brother?Beheadingpeoplelikenobody'sbusiness?

Shooting?Stabbing?Knockingemupngeemoto?

Settingthemalight?Alive?Noooman!

Ididn'tsleepthewholenight...Iendedtheresearch

pasttwointhemorningandcriedmyselftosleep.

WhenIwokeupmyeyeswereswollenandmythroat

abitcrackyanddry...Isatupandlookedatthat

computer.Mydayjustgotruinedngokuyijonganje.I

wenttothebathroomanddidmybusiness

ndaphindandalalaSana.Someonecameknocking

onmydoorseveraltimeswadewazincamauLuke

eminiwavulaandmyheadwasunderthecovers.

Him:"Trina"

Iwasn'tasleepthistime,Ijustwantedsometime

alone,timetothink.ThoughIhadspenttheentire



daythinking...IstilllovedNtandoandIwasgoing

beserknow.Ihatedmyselfforfeelinglikethis...

Thesepeople...thismathatI'minlovewith?He's

dangertothesociety!He'sdangertohimself

kobekiselaphikum?Myfamily?Butthroughallthese

thoughts...Istillwantedhim.Sobad.Iwantedto

feelhismusclesflexingaroundmybody,Iwantedto

smellhiscologneonceagain,Iwantedtolaymy

headonhisbroadchest,wantedtohearhimtelling

methisisjustgossipyouknow?Itsnotreality...I

neededhisvoicebutIcouldn'tcallhimbecause

deepdownIknewthateverythingIreaduponthe

netwasreal,everydocumentaryIwatchedwas

true,everyimagewaslegit.Notphotoshoppedor

anything.

Luusatonmybed,shakingmesoftly

Him:"Trinawakeup"

Me:"mh"

Him:"itspastthreeintheafternoonalready"



Me:"leavemealone"

Him:"what'sgoingonwithyou"?

Me:"Luke,leavemealoneokay"?

Hegotupandwalkedout...Istayedinthatsame

positionuntilnightcrawledin.Momcametomy

roomandsatonthatsameplaceLukesaton

Her:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"ma"

Her:"talktomommy,what'sgoingon"?

Ididn'tanswerher...ndizothini?

Her:"youhaven'teatenalldaybaby"

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Her:"thentellmommywhat'sgoingon"



Me:"Idon'twannatalkaboutitmom"

Her:"shouldIcallyourfathertotalktoyou"?

Me:"No"!

Her:"thensitup,tellmommywhat'seatingyouso

bad"

Itookmytimebuteventuallyturnedandsatupbut

notlookingather,justclutchingatmycovers.

Her:"you'vebeencrying"

Me:"nomom"

Shegavemeaboxoftissuesandwaitedpatiently

Me:"I'minlovewithagangstamom...I'm...Ilovehim.

Ireallydobuthe'sagangsta.Theykillpeople,they

torturepeople,they...."



Ijustbrokedownagainandcried.Shehuggedme

andtriedtocomfortmeasmuchasshe

could...whenIwasdownIcleanedmyselfupand

waitedforherverdict.

Her:"youcan'treallychoosewhomtofallinlovewith

mybaby"

Me:"butmom"

Her:"IunderstandyourconcernandIwouldn'tlike

anyofmychildrentobeinvolvedinsuchthingsbut...

Ican'ttellyouwhotolove.IfIdo,yourheartwill

alwaysdragyoutoyourlove"

Hayndavelandathula...Ithoughtshewasgonna

advicememos,tellmenottogoaheadwiththis

"infatuation"orsomething.

Her:"come,I'llmakeyougingertea.Itwillcalmyour

nerves"



Ifollowedheroutoftheroom,dadwasnotinthe

loungethankGod!Butluuwas:/anhelookedatme

quizzicallyasIsatdownandcuddledmyknees

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"yousure"

Momwalkedinwithmyteaandrusks...
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Iateupndithecwaka...Lukewouldoccasionally

stealaglanceatmebutIpretendednottosee

him,whenIwasdoneItookthethingstothe

kitchen,auntNandiwasthere,IsmiledasItriedto

rinsethethingsandshehitmyhandwithawet

dishcloth:vIranbacktotheloungeandcuddled

myself.MomgavemeawarmblankiesabukelaniI

TV...Myphonerang,Ilookedatit-_-Iwasinno

moodforanyTitusfoolishnesssoIjustrejectedthe



callfullyknowingSosowillbehurtBUTIcouldn't

talktohiminthestateIwasin...

Momwenttoclosethedogshousesattheback...

Luu:"something'sgoingonwithyouandyou're

shuttingmeout"

IjustpretendedasifakathethinamthenIjusttook

myphoneandwalkedbackupstairs...Ihadbigger

problemstodealwith.Bigger,lifechangingdecisions

tomake.

-

-ONEWEEKLATER-

Iwastiredofhiding...Ineededsomefreshairsothis

specificSaturdayIwokeupfullofenergy,fullof

life...positivity.Ibathedandworeblackskinny



jeans,redpoloneckandblackbomberjacket

alongsideredNikesneakers.Iwantedtodomy

hair...somethingeasytoarrange.Itookmy

wallet,phoneandleftmyroominaneatstateasI

walkeddownstairs

Me:"morning"

Whoahwait,Evewasback?When?

Everyoneturnedinsurprise...besidesmom.

Her:"morningsweetheart...hotblackcoffeewith

Natalie'shomemadebread"

Me:"whaohwhat?Didshesendthis"?

Her:"yes,shesaidshenoticedyoulikeditsoshe

packeditforyouwhenyoudadwentthere

yesterday"

Ilookedatdad..



Him:"wellyourmomsaidyouhadflue,Ididn'twanna

addtoit"

Me:"mmh,butIhavetogothereagainbeforeIleave

EastLondon"

Him:"I'llmakesureyoudo"

Isatdownandatemymeal...HavewayInoticed

thatlukewasn'taround

Me:"whereisLuke"?

Dad:"hehadtogobacktowork"

Me:"oh..whendidyouarrive"?

Her:"lastnight...didn'twannadisturbyou"

Me:"mmkay"

Momlookedatmesmiling



Her:"youlooklikeyou'regoingsomewhere"?

Me:"IjustneedsomeairsoI'mpoppinginatthe

salon"

Her:"goodforyoumyangel"

Eve:"I'lltagalongifyoudon'tmind"

Me:"notatall"

Wehadourbreakfast,shewenttochangeinto

warmerclothesthenweleft,seewasdrivingdads

car,wewenttooneofthesalonsin

Vincent...kwaqalamnaanshedidhernailsinthe

meanwhile

Her:"IsawOvayothismorning"

Me:"youwentjogging"?

Her:"yeah...doesshelivenearby"?

Me:"Titusresidence"

Her:"that'snoteveninthisarea...whyjogthisside"



Me:"Iwouldn'tknow...Ialsosawthemlastweek,she

waswithLaa.Shelooksgoodthough"

Her:"Idon'tlikeher"

Me:"whywouldyoulikeherthough?Y'allarenot

friends"

Her:"mmh...sowhat'supwithyou"?

Me:"whatchumean"

Her:"Lukesaidyou'vebeengrumpythewholeweek"

Me:"oh,Ihadsomethingsgoingon.Nothingmajor"

Her:"wannatalkaboutit"?

Me:"maybelateron"

Her:"okay"

Ididcornrowsupstylewithblacknails,shedid

boycutwithpurplenailsthenwewenttoRJsfor

somegoodmeat.Weorderedandsatdownmaking

smallconversation



Me:"hesaidImustdoaresearch"

Her:"who?Beast"?

Me:"yes.Ongangstas"

Her:"flip!Andyoudid?Whythough"?

Me:"IwantedtoknowwhatI'mgettingmyselfinto...I

neededtoknowandlikehesaid,itsformyown

good"

Her:"sohowdoyoufeelafteryoudidit"

Ourordercamethrough...Itookacoupleofbites

beforeattemptingtoanswerher.

Me:"IwishIcouldhatehimrightnow.Ihatemyself

forlovinghimthismuchaftereverythingthatIread

up"

Her:"meaningnothingchanged"

Me:"everythingchangedEve,Ihaven'tcalledhim...it's

beenaweeknow.Idon'tknowwhattosayto

him...he'sa...Murdererforheavenssake"



Her:"butIbetyoulovehimnonetheless"

Me:"that'snotthepoint"

Shelookedatme...

Her:"thenwhatisthepoint?Tellme"

Me:"thepointisthatthemanI'minlovewithisa

gangsta,mybigbrotherisagangsta...wherethehell

willIfitinallofthis?Momontheotherhandtellsme

youdon'tchoosewhomtofallinlovewith"

Her:"shesaidthat"?

Me:"Iexpectedhertotellmestopthislittlecrushof

somethingbutno,sheputmymindintoamore

deeperdilemma"

Her:"andItoldyoutofollowyourheart"

Me:"don'tletMarchearyousaythat...again"

Weburstoutlaughing.Weenjoyedourmealand



returnedtothecar

Eve:"soshedoyouplanoncallinghim"?

Me:"Idon'tknowifI'mready"

Her:"pieceofadvice...callNtandonotBeast"

Me:"that'sabsurdkengok"

Her:"noitsnot...YouareinlovewithNtando,beastis

hisalterego,beastisthegangleader,thegangsta.

Bigdifference"

Iponderedonwhatshejustsaid...

Me:"youcanbewisesometimes"

Shehitmeonmylap>_<

Isatthereandcalledhim...wedidn'tevenstartthe

car...Onering,hepickedup



Him:"baby"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay...Mymouthwentdry

ndavelandaphelelwanasispeech

Hesighed...

Him:"thankyouforcallingmeagain"

Iclearedmythroat

Me:"unjani"?

Him:"devastated..Wena"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"itsunderstandable...wannatalkitout"?

Me:"andiyaz...Ijust...Ifeel...MxmIdon'tknowokay"

Him:"areyoustillonholiday"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"thenlet'smeetup,I'maround"



Me:"you'rear-sincewhen"?

Him:"lastweekFriday"

Me:"andIdidn'tknow"?

Him:"you'renotseriousrightnow"

IswallowedwhateverelseIwasgonnasay...dammit

whyamIbeingpossessiveofhim?Nx!

Him:"whenwillbetherighttimeforyou"?

Me:"I'moutsideRJsrightnow"

Him:"Idon'twannameetyouatapublicplace

though"

Me:"whatdoyousuggest"?

Him:"canIcomepickyouup?IpromiseI'lltakeyou

backhomewhenyouwanttogo"

Ithoughtaboutthis...I'llbeinhisprivatespace.

Wouldhehurtme?Noman,I'mjustbeingparanoid.



Me:"cool"

Him:"gimme10I'llbethere"

Me:"kay"

Wehungup...Ilookedahead

Eve:"andthen"?

Me:"he'scomingtopickmeup"

Her:"he'saround"?

Me:"seemslikeit"

Her:"yho...whatwillIsaywhenIgethome"?

Me:"noonewillbearound"
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Her:"okay"



Wejustsattherewaiting...Mypalmsweresweating

horriblyandIwasrestless.

Me:''Idon'tthinkIcandothis"

Her:"youafraidhemighthurtyou"?

Me:"maybe"

Her:"yougottabekidding,whywouldhewannahurt

you?Babygetyourheadstraight"

IreleasedaloooongchunkofbreathwhenIsawhis

cardrivinginandmyphonerangassoonashe

parked

Me:"ndikbonile"

Him:"okay"

Ihungup,tookmypurseandhuggedmysister

ndaphuma



Her:"goodluck"

Me:"thanks"

Iwalkedovertohiscar,gotinandwesatinsilence

forasecond...thenhedroveout.DrovetoSOHCO

flats,parkedandwegotout.Ifollowedrightbehind

cautiously.Wereachedhisflat,gotin...Isatonthe

couchpreserved,hewenttothekitchenandbrought

backtwoglassesofjuiceandcookieswazibekaon

thecoffeetableinfrontofme.Thenhesat

down..clearedhisthroat

Him:"Icanfeelyou'rescaredofmerightnowandI

don'tlikeit"

Iheldontomyshiveringhands...Myheadwasgoing

madevah?Thethingsthatwereclashingwithmy

heart?Myheartwantedtojustjumpontopofhim

andkisshim,hungup,squeezethehelloutofhim



BUTmyhead?Lolitwasjustinarollercoaster

ride...emotionally.

Heturnedandfacedme...

Him:"baby"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"talktome...pls"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay"

Him:"trybystartingonyourfindingsofthat

research"

Igotupandwalkedtothewindow...itsbeenaweek

afterthatresearchbutIstillhadflashbacksandthey

weren'tgoodflashbacks,theywerehorrid!Standing

thereIfeltmybodyshiveringatthethoughtof

blood...guns,mytearsjustrolleddownmycheeks.

Hecametostandbehindmeinsilence,hetouched

myshoulderssoftlyallowingmetocryinmysilence



Me:"Isooowannahateyourightnow,I...Iwanna

screamontopofmylungsandstrangleyou.Ijust-

..."

Him:"Iunderstand"

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim...allthisshort

whilethatI'veknownhimI'veneverseenthatlookon

him.Hewasfilledwithpain...remorse.Heraisedhis

handandwipedmytears

Me:"youdon'tunderstand.That'stheproblembaby

youdon'tunderstand"

Him:"thenmakemeunderstandplease"

Me:"Istillloveyouokay?Iwanttohateyou,Ireally

do,IwanttobesoscaredofyouthatIwillnever

wannaspeaktoyoureverbutIcan't...I'msofucken

inlovewithyoudammit"!

Hejusthuggedme...Idigmyclawsintohimformy

dearlife.IcrieduntilIhadnotearsanymorethenhe



tookmyhandandwejustsatonthatcouch,hegave

methejuiceIdrankit

Me:"isthereanytruthinallthosethingsIreadup"

Him:"90%istrueandreal"

Me:"butyou'restillwalkingANDyourkidsarestill

intact"

Him:"Itrymebesttoprotectmyfamily"

Me:"doesyourmomknow"?

Him:"no...sheknowsI'mabusinessman"

Me:"youstudiedbusiness"?

Him:"yeah..Damelin"

Me:"impressive"

Wesatinsilence...IwasdrainedmntakadadsoI

restedmyheadonhisshoulder,infactwelayback

onthecouchasmyheadrestedonhisbroadchest



Him:"thankyou"

Me:"forwhat"?

Him:"givingusachance...Iknowitsnotaneasy

thingtodo,puttingyourlifeinjeapordyforme"

Me:"mmh"

Iwasslowlydriftingoff..hisheartbeatbeingthat

Zuludrumplayingatadistance.

.

.

WhenIwokeup,Iwasalone,coveredinashawland

theflatwaswarmernow.Isatupandlooked

around...IcouldsmellanexoticaromaofoxtailsoI

followeditandfoundhiminthekitchen

Me:"Ididn'tknowyoucooked"

Helookedupandsmiled



Him:"butwemadebreakfasttogetherinJo'burg"

Me:"that'sadifferentstory"

Him:"haveyoucheckedyourphone?Evehadbeen

calling"

Me:"oh...thanks"

Iwentbacktotheloungeandcalledmysister.

Her:"hey,youstillinonepiece"?

Me:"fokofEvelyn"

Webothlaughed

Her:"I'vebeencallingyou,what'sup"?

Me:"Ikindadozedoff,everythingokay"?

Her:"yeahbutmomanddadaregonnabeback

soon"



Me:"ohthat...I'llbebacksooner"

Her:"didy'alltalkthingsthroughthough"?

Me:"yeah...Ithinkwe'regood"

Her:"seewhatItoldyou"?

Me:"yeahwhatever...Iuhm,Igottagoneh"

Her:"hollerattabeastforme"

Me:"sho"

Wehungup...Iwasamess:/crying?Thensleep?

WorsentlokoyamwasstillpainfulIsatdownand

justlookedatmylifefromnowon...likeNowI'm

officiallydatinglomfanaandtheredoesn'tseemto

beaturningpoint,judgingbyourheartsbutI

encouragedmyselfy'know?Tellingmyselftojusttry

itout...seehowbaditcanbe?MaybeIcanchange

him:/thoughthere'snoguaranteeonthat.

Him:"thefoodisready"

Me:"huh"?



Him:"mh...Izotya"

Me:"oh..Uhm...ndiyeza"

Helookedatmequizzicallybutsaidnothingand

returnedtothekitchen,Ichargedmyphoneand

followedhimsahlalaaroundthekitchencounter

eatingoxtailstewonpap:DtheonlyreasonIateup

isbecauseittasteddivinelydeliciousotherwiseI'm

notapappersonatall.

Him:"youhaveabeautifulsmile"

Iblushed...Ihadnoideahewaswatchingme

Him:"hahasonowuyablusher"

Me:"leavemealoneandeatup"

Him:"leaveyoualone?Sisiuphi"?

Ndamjonga:)mxm...Iateupinsilence.Somehow

talkingtohimbroughtsomepeaceinsideme,itfelt

likesomeweighthadbeenliftedoffme...Ifeltlighter.



Me:"wellIgottagiveittoyou...you'reameancook"

Him:"shoutouttomaol'ladymos"

Me:"youloveyourmom"

Him:"she'sallIhave.AllIeverhad"

Me:"she'soneluckywoman"

Him:"no,I'moneluckyman.Tohaveherasamother

androlemodel...ANDtohaveyou"

Me:"haha!Notsofast,youcan'tmentionmeandyour

mominonesentence"

Him:"Ijustdid"

Iateup,collectedourplatesandwashedthem

Him:"lemmehelpyou"

Me:"nothanks"

Him:"okay,I'llbeinmaroomIhavetomakea

businesscallbeforeIdriveyouhome"

Me:"kay"



Hekissedmyneckfrombehindandleftmesmiling

likeacrazymamparaIwashedthepaltrs,placed

theminthecupboardandwipedthestoveand

everythingelsecleanthenIsweptthefloorandwent

backtotheloungelookingaround,familiarizing

myselfinhisspace

IcalledLukeinthemeanwhile

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey,youleftwithoutsaying"

Him:"youweremoodyremember"?

Me:"I'msorryman"

Him:"whatwasupanyway"

Me:"erh...Youdon'twannaknow,let'sleaveitatthat"

Him:"secretsIsee"

Me:"I'drathertellyouinperson"



Him:"okaythat'llbeinthreeweekstime"

Me:"twoweeksproxy"

Him:"I'minMumbaionbusinessI'llbebackinthree

weeks"

Me:"oohokay,enjoy"

Him:"Iwill"

Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandjustswitchedthestationstowatcha

goodmovieorsomethingmoreinterestingthanjust

waitingforhimtofinishhisbusinesscall.Ioptedfor

CakeBossonTLCitwashalfwaythroughtheshow

whenhereappeared

Him:"wecango"

Him:"sure"

Itookmythingsandfollowedhimtothecar,gotin



andwaitedashelockedanddrovemehomewe

stoppedatagarage

Him:"wannabuysomething"?

Me:"erhno"

Him:"eshe"

Me:"okayhotchocolatewon'thurt"

Heremovedmoneyfromhiswalletandgaveme

ndamjonga

Him:"itsnotbloodmoneyandIknowyouhaveyour

own"

Me:"Ididn'tsay..."

Itookthemoneyandlefthiminthecarndayothenga

twohotchocolatesandapacketofroasted

marshmallowsndabuyaandgavehim



Him:"Idon'tdrinkthat"

Me:"youwilldrinkitnamhlanje"

Him:"babydon'tman...andiyocheeseboymna"

Me:"somnandiyicheesegirl"?

Igavehimhiscupandhestartedthecar,enddrove

straighttomyfrontyardandswitchedoffthe

ignition.

Me:"I'mnotgettingoutofthiscaruntilyoudrinkhalf

ofthat"

Him:"yhoubossymntakaSmith"

Me:"whatever"

Hedrankhishotchoclookingatme...Forapproval

:v



Me:"ufilekengoselaIhotchocolate"?

Him:"nobutstill...okayIhavetoadmit,itdoesn't

tastethatbad"

Me:"mxm,you'retoouptight.Byebye"

Him:"ahug"?

IsmiledbroadlyLolhaibowespentadayanddidn't

evenkiss?Ihuggedhimtightlyndasukaandkissed

hislipsthenIlefthimwantingmore

Him:"haibobabycummon"

Me:"seeyouwhenIseeyou"

Iwalkedinandclosedthegatewalkinglikeaqueen

inmypalace!Iwalkedinsideandwenttothe

window...watchedhimdoaU-turnandleft....

Eve:"aaaah-huh!Lookwhatthecatdraggedin"



Me:"uh-oh!I'mhomeforreal"

Shethrewmewithacushion,Iduckedawayandwe

ranaroundincirclesaroundthecouches.
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Wefinallysettleddown,ItoldEveeverythingshe

wantedtoknowthenweaskedauntNanditoallow

ustocookshameayophumlanyhanikesaphekain

suchhighspiritsallthingswereworkingourbetterin

ourlives.Myphonerangwhilewewerestillcooking

Evegrabbeditandcheckedthecaller:vwandijonga

encumileasshehandedmethephoneIsmiledand

tookit

Me:"thisisbecominganobsessionnow"

Him:"thenyou'retoblame"

Me:"me?WhathaveIdone"?

Him:"youstillasking"?



Me:"canwetalksomeothertime...I'mcooking"

Him:"youcan'tmultitask"?

Me:"erh...Idon'twantto"

Him:"mmh,yazuyagezakodwababe"

Me:"wellatleastndigezelawenanjebabe"

Evelookedatme:vwahlekaandleftmeatthe

kitchen

Him:"ohsothatmakesitokay"?

Me:"yeah...lovemakeseverythingokay"

Him:"hayIgiveup..later"

Me:"yessir"

Wehungup.

Me:"Eeeeeeve"!!



Her:"I'mnotyourrebound"

Me:"you'llbedad'sreboundifthischickenturnsinto

ashes"

Shecamerunningbackanswitchedoffthe

stove...nowherphonerangwabalekanayo

waphuma,Iwasn'tgonnarunafterherinsuchacold

weathershame.WecooksfinishthenIwentto

changeintoPJswhilewaitingforthefolkstocome

backfromwork.Iwasn'tgonnacallhimjustyet...

FromLandile,Ilearnedthataguyneedstochaseyou

nottheotherwayroundsomyplanwastomake

himmissme,makehimneedme,makehimwantme

:/wasthatevenpossible?Idon'tknow.

Thefolksreturnedthenwehadsupperandplanned

ourreturntoJozi:DaftersupperIswitchedthe

phoneoff...justnjee.

-

BeasthadsentGuddatocheckonThrillercozifuye



ngokwakheorifbayebonkeitwouldraisesuspicion

thattheshootingwasgang-related(asitwas)and

thatalonewouldresultinaninvestigationsowhen

Thrillerwasdischargedfromthehospitalhewent

straighttowhereBeastlivedeyomxelelaaboutle

businesssabotageyenziwanguKilla

Him:"shotaBeast"

Beast:"shosan,uthikwenzekantonike"

Him:"ubraKillaupushaesinyeistuffphaqha

mistakeyakhekusebenzisalachapuPK"

Beast:"PK?UPhiwokuhle"?

Him:"yahyenabutebesphikauPKuntilIcaughthim

red-handedphaeclubbin"

Beast:"yimasanletmegetthisstraight...UPKu

pushaistuffskaKillaeclubbinyam?"

Him:"shota"

Beast:"sowenzentoniwenangalonto"?

Him:"ndiyendafakelaiGhostyathimandfakelawena



cozlasttimehecheckedbenigrandnobraKilla"

Beast:"okay...SouPKuzphathelwangubanezway"?

Him:"Masxole"

Beast:"mmh"

BeastcalledameetingnamjitatopaybraKillaaLil

visitjusttolethimknowhe'sawareofwhathe's

doingbutunfortunatelyKillawasinDurban...proving

morethathewasreallypushingsomethingthereso

beasttoldhisteamtoleaveit,he'llhandleitonhis

own.

-

TwoweekslaterweflewbacktoJo'burg...assoon

asIwentbacktoschoolIregisteredinakarate

class:vjusttobeonthesafesidebutInever

mentionedthatendlinicozIknowwillmakeitajoke

oftheyear.
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Myrelationshipwiththebeastwasslowlyblooming

andIwascontentwithhowthingswere...wewere

takingtheslowmotionroutewethu.Myfocuswas

schoolandgettingmoredistinctionscozgettinga

newphonedependedonmyprogressatschool.Eve

wastheonlyonewhoknewaboutmyrelationship

andIwasn'treadyyettotellmyfamily...atleastI

knewmomwouldn'thaveguesseditanywaythough

sheknewI'minlovewithagangsta.Onceinawhile

hewouldcometoJo'burgandwe'dmeetupinhis

flatcozhedidn'twantustobeseenjustincaseI

becomeatarget.Theyearcontinueduntilmy

birthdaywhichwasonthe30thofOctober:DIfelt

myphonevibratingfromtheheadboardstand

besidethebed,ireachedoutndasabela

Me:"mm"?

Him:"khawvuke"(wakeup)

Me:"mh"?



Him:"Sibongile"?

Iyawnedandlookedatthecaller:/andthetime

:'(00:02whocallsngel'xeshathough?Hay

yaphambanaleh

Me:"I'mawakewhat'sup"?

Him:"happybirthday"

Ismiled...Howdidheknow?Inevertoldhim.

Me:"thankyoubabe"

Him:"andtodayI'mtakingyouout"

Me:"you'reinJo'burg"?

Him:"notyetbutndiyeza"

Me:"ooh-kay"

Him:"youdon'tsoundexcited"

Me:"it'sjustthat...usandthepublicy'know"?

Him:"don'tworryboutthat,todayisallaboutyou.

Right"?



Me:"well...yeah"

Him:"sowhattimecanIpickyouup"?

Me:"I'monlyhavinganafternoonclasssoI'llinform

youwhenI'mout"

Him:"okay,youcansleepnow"

Me:"asif"

Lolhehunguponme...

thatdayIwokeupsuperexcited,Iwasinhighspirits

Idon'tknowwhybutwheneveritsyourbirthdaysoze

ungonwabimaan.Wheniwentdownstairstherewas

aboxcoveredinvelvetandaribbonwithacardon

it,Ismiledandopenedit...Evehadboughtmepatent

redbottoms:DandLukeboughtmegiftcardsfrom

FoschiniyhomntakadadIcleanedthehouse

ndingevanodinwanesyaliesosinceIwasalone,I

mademyselfbreakfastandbigbrocalledtoo

Me:"SaintMarcus"



Him:"birthdaygirlhoezit"?

Me:"I'mhappyyou"?

Him:"I'mhappytoo,sowhat'stheplanfortoday"?

Me:"wellI'mhavinganafternoonclass,thenI'm

meetingupafriendlateron"

Him:"soaboutthatiPhone"

Me:"yahyouowemedude,whenamIgettingit"?

Him:"I'llhavecourieredtothehousetodaylateron"

Me:"mmmhyoujustmademyday"

Him:"that'stheplan,enjoyyourday"

Me:"thankyou"

Momanddadcalledlateronandthatwasthemost

emotionalcallIhadfortheday,itwasthefirsttimeI

spentmybirthdayawayfromhome,Ikindafelt

nostalgickengokBUTthedayhadtogoonright?

AftereverythingIwenttothepooluntilmytimefor

class,whenitfinallycameIwentinsideandgot

dressedinashortblackcottondresswithwhite



Chucksandjustagoldwatch,Ilovesimple...sinceI

wasgonnabepickedupIcouldn'treallydrivemyself

toschoolnow,soIwaitedforEveandshedroveme

toclass.ItwasjustathreehourslectureandIhad

tomissmykarateclass:/IcalledNtando

immediatelywhenIwasdismissed

Him:"babe"?

Me:"I'mout"

Him:"okaygivemefiveminutes"

Me:"sho"

Iwalkedtotheparkinglot...ImissedVince:/ithas

beenalongtime,withmyweirdscheduleandthe

extramuralactivityIhadlesstimetosocializeIsat

onabenchtherewaiting,playingCandyCrushsaga

thenasleekblackMaseratidroveinLolIkinda

guessedbanguyeonlybecauseitsblack:vlikethis

niqqaneedssomecolorinhislifestrue!

Herolleddownhiswindowandpeekedsmiling



sheepishly

Him:"youlookerhm...Beautiful"

Ismiledandwalkedtowardsthecar

Me:"thankyou"

Igotin,wehugged...ithasbeenacoupleweeks

singabonanibutkephonecallswereourdailymeals.

WedroveouttoSandtonheactuallytookmetoa

spaforafullbodymassage...whileIwasbusybeing

pamperedhewasbusyonhislaptop,doeshecarryit

everywhere?Lolsomepeoplearewaaaytoserious

shame.ItwasthefirsttimeIwenttoaspaforafull

bodyntozandIfeltgreatafterwards:)Ifeltlighter.

WhenIwasdoneIwalkedbacktowherehewas,fika

epholengemindwithevenaglassoforangejuice

nexttohim

Me:"BabyI'mdone"

Him:"youlookfresh"



Me:"soIwasn'tlookingfreshearlier"?

Him:"uh-oh"

Me:"ndadlalaIfeelfreshtoo"

Hepackedupandwewalkedtothecarhand-in--

handandhedrovetoasalon...jonga,ungandibuzi

uzazelaphiezindawolomntucozI'vespentalmosta

yearherebutIhadn'tevenbeentotheseplacesyet.

Wewalkedinthisstylishsalonwithaveryhighclass

image,aladywelcomedusin

Her:"goodafternoon,howmaywebeofassistance"?

Him:"erh...Makethisbeautifulwomanmore

beautifulformeplz"

Her:"followmemylove"

Loloh-kay...Ifollowedherwaqalawandenza

iinails,thensheaskedmetochooseaweave...I

optedfora22inchbrownandgoldMalaysianweave



cozIknowhecanaffordit>_<whenIsaynailsI

meanamaniandpedithenItrimmedmyeyebrows

njekancincimfanaIwasgettingpamperedandtime

waspassingbysofast.Hecametocheckonme

Him:"mmhwenzalentoaph"

Me:"ndenziswanguwekelento"

Him:"sisiwhatcanyoudotome"?

Her:"wecantrimyourhairoryoucandoamanicure"

Him:"that'sforwomen"

Her:"mendoittooyouknow"?

Him:"nahI'llpass...babyKulate"

Me:"I'malmostdone"

Him:"didyoutellyourbrotheryou'llbehomelate"?

Me:"uh-oh"

Wandijamela...



Me:"I'llcallhimnow-now"

Him:"mmh"

AssoonastheladyfinishedwithmyhairIcalled

Luke

Him:"birthdaygirl"

Me:"heybrother...I'llbehomeabitlater"

Him:"oh,youpaintingthetownredhuh"?

Me:"hahajustfortoday"

Him:"can'tblameyou...gooutandhavefun"

Me:"thankyouLuu"

Him:"butdon'tgetwasted"

Me:"Iwon't"

Wehungup,Iwenttobaeontheotherside...hepaid

upsahamba.



Me:"siyaphikengok"?

Him:"asikatyiokosowe'llhavetofindagood

restaurant"

Me:"wellI'mnotreallyhungry"

Him:"uzondbukelandisityake"

Me:"eshe"

Wedrovetoaverylavishrestaurant,wechosea

tableatthefarendoftheroom,orderedandwaited

makingsmallconversation...Ourfoodcamethrough

satyabutIwanteddessertmorethanthefooditself

Me:"sohowlongyou'restaying"?

Him:"ndiyahambangomso"

Me:"sosoon"?

Helookedatme...Ilookedatmyfood.Ididn'twant



himtogojustyetnjena,Iwantedtoattendclassand

spendtherestofthedaywithhim...wasIwrong?

Him:"babe"

Me:"nevermind"

Him:"cummon,what'sup"

Me:"nothing"

Icalledourwaiterandorderedmydessert:/waited

acoupleofminutesthenyafikaIatetakingmytime

Him:"Sibongilethethawhat'sgoingon"

Me:"Ijust...Iwannaspendmoretimewithyou"

Him:"IhavetogotoDurbannje"

Me:"noproblem"

Gqibakwamndafocus'akwidessertyamndathula.

YesIhadagreatdaybutIwantedmore...wasI



selfish?Idon'treallycare.Heatefinishakatyanalo

dessertkeyenahepaidthebillsaphuma,gotinthe

caranddroveinsilence...Inotedthatandigoduswa

butndathula.Heparkedathiparkinglot,Ifollowed

ashegotoutsayongenainhisroom/flatndahlalaon

thecouchhewentinsidehisroomforacoupleof

secondsthenwabuyaandsatdownnexttome

Him:"Ialsowannaspendtimewithyou"

Me:"youhaveafunnywayofshowingit"

Him:"youknowIdon'thavemuchtimeonmyhands

kodwababy"

Me:"canwedropthis"?

HekissedmendisalibeleKupout'angeshori...I

respondedwithoutthinking.WhenIhadhadmy

enoughshareofhislips,Ipushedhimfirmly

backwards

Me:"pleasetakemehome"



Him:"ononecondition"

Me:"thereain'tnoconditionshere"

Wandijonga...Okayhe'sserious

Me:"okayfine"

Him:"yougivemeonemorekiss"

Me:"eshe...drivemehome,you'llgetyourkisswhen

you'vetakenmehome"

Him:"notricks"

Me:"notricks"

Him:"okay"

Wedroveoutandintothecarndagoduswaandwe

kissedonthefrontyardbeforehegavemeagiftbag

Me:"yhohaybabeyou'vedoneenoughalready"



Him:"Ihopeyoulovethose"

Me:"enkosi"

Ikissedhimonemoretimeandleft,hedroveawayI

walkedinside...timewasnowpastninetoten:v.
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Iwalkedinside,EvewasstillwatchingTV

Me:"hey"

Her:"heeey,sooo?Wheredidyour'friend'takeyou?

Ohwait...Youhavenewhair!ANDnails"?

Iwenttositnexttoherandtoldherthedays

deeds,lolsheturnedgreenwithenvy:vthenwe

openedthegiftbagandfoundblackspikedheels

Her:"haha!NowthisisarealwelcometohisworldI



guess"

Me:"thespikeshuh?Buttheshoeisbeautiful"

Her:"exactlyyoursize"

Me:"Idon'tknowhowhegotthat"

Her:"mmh,theykindaknoweverything"

Me:"Iguessyou'reright"

Her:"yeah...sohe'sgonealready"?

Me:"hesaidhe'sgoingtomorrow"

Her:"yho...I'mgoingovertoLwandothisweekend"

Me:"where'sLuu"?

Her:"he'ssleeping...he'sgoingbacktoMumbai

tomorrowevening"

Me:"soyou'retellingmeI'llbealoneallweekend"?

Her:"ifyourmanwasn'tasbusyasanant,thiswould

betheperfecttimetoplayfamilybonds"

Me:"yeahwell...somethingsyoucan'tjustchange"

Her:"butyoucanpersuade"



Ndathula...Iwatchedthemovieshewaswatching

thenwhenitwasoverwewenttoourrooms.I

showeredandworemyPJsthenIgotinbed,present

kaMarckhangeideifikebutIdidn'twannanaghim

aboutit.IcalledVincent,hedidn'tpickup

:(ndamyekaandcalledbhut'baejusttothankhim

formakingmydayreallyspecial,hepickeduponthe

firstring

Him:"hello"

Me:"hellomyfoot"

Wahleka

Me:"uhlekanabanNtando"?

Him:"definitelynotwithyouthough"

Me:"ouch"

Him:"oohuthiouchngoku"?

Me:"whatever!LookIwannathankyou"

Him:"forwhat"?



Me:"fortoday,youreallymademyday"

Him:"ohthat,I'mjustgladIgottospendyourday

withyou"

Me:"you'rejustsayingthat...I'msureyoucouldhave

donealotifyouweren'there"

Him:"spendingtimewithyouisalot"

Me:"ifyousayso"

Him:"youdon'tbelieveme"

Me:"goodnightbaby"

Him:"uyaythandakelentouyenzayo"

Me:"tomorrowisanotherday"

Him:"Sibongile"?

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"IreallyloveyouyazandIwannamakethis

workifonlyyoucanjustcooperatehere"

Me:"goodnightbaby"

Him:"goodnightbaby"



Ihungupndalala...wasn'tgonnaarguewithhim

abouthisprioritiesafterIhadsuchabeautiful

day,nonotatall.EarlythenextmorningIwoke

up,hadamorningclass,Ibathedandworeblack

rippedskinnyjeans,thosespikedheels:Dandared

boobtubebodysuit.Ibrushedmynewhairand

sprayeditaLilthenItookmybagandwalked

downstairs,Evewasn'tawakeyetsoImade

breakfastformyself...justcerealwithdried

cranberriesandcherries.Lukewalked

down...lookinglikeatruckhithim

Him:"mornnn"

Me:"morning...youdon'tlooktoogood"

Him:"Idon'tfeeltoogood,howwasyourday"?

Me:"splendid"

Him:"Icanseetheglow"

LolIblushedandrinsedoffthebowl,tookan

apple,mybagandphone



Evewalkeddownlookingsexy...Webothlookedat

her

Her:"Idon'tlikethelookonyourfaces"

Him:"you'regoingout"?

Me:"hemeansonadate"?

Her:"noI'mgoingtoclass"

Him:"could'vefooledme"

Her:"I'lljustpretendIdidn'thearthat"

Itookmythingsandleft,lolIleftthemmntakadadI

couldn'taffordaruinofthesehighspiritsjustyet.I

bumpedontoVinceimmediatelyasIlefttheschools

parkinglot

Him:"heyyou"

Me:"heyyou,unjani"?

Him:"I'mverywell...itsbeenalongtime"



Me:"youcansaythatagain...calledyoulastnight

though"

Him:"youdid?"

Me:"youdidn'tseemymissedcalls"

Him:"that'sthething...myphoneiswithmygirlfriend"

Me:"ooh,IhopeIdon'tgetyouintrouble"

Him:"nodon'tworryaboutthat..questionis:why

didn'tshetellmecozIjustsawher"

Me:"thenIshoulddefinitelyworry"

Him:"I'llsortitout"

Me:"cool...Gottarunneh"

Him:"aytman,goodseeingyou"

Me:"samehere"

Wepartedways,Iattendedmyclassandlateron

cameout...Ihadfatigue:(classwasn'toveryetbutI

justcouldn'ttakeit.Iwenttotheparkinglotandgot

intomycar,drovehome.Ndafikaendlinindalalaon



thecouchforanhourorso...infactIwaswokenup

yicallkabhut'bae

Me:"mh"?

Him:"mh?That'showyouansweryourphonenow"

Ikeptquiet...myeyesshutclosed!

Him:"baby"

Cwaka...lolIwasslowlydriftingbacktosleep

Him:"don'ttellmeulele...Sibongile"?

Me:"yhoyintonbra"

Him:"awnantloni?Eminapha"?

Me:"mxm"

Him:"okayplzwakeupIwannatalktoyou"



Me:"talkI'mlistening"

Him:"I'mnotsayinganythinguntilIknowforsure

you'rewideawake"

-_-

Isatup

Me:"kaytalk"

Him:"I'mstickingaroundforawhile"

Me:"why"?

Him:"why?Ithoughtthat'swhatyouwanted"

Me:"wellyouthoughtwrong"

Thenhewentsilentforasec...

Him:"nowI'mconfused"

Me:"there'snothingconfusinghere,attendyour

businessinDurbanasplanned"



Him:"Irescheduledkalok"

Me:"baby"

Him:"love"

Me:"youdon'thavetodoanyfavorsformeokay?I

knowandI'vecometounderstandhowbusyyour

lifeandlineofbusinessis...youdon'treallyhaveto

compromisejusttosatisfyme"

Him:"canwemeetup"?

Me:"no"

Him:"thenI'mcomingover"

Me:"you'rewha-"?

Hehunguponme.Igotupandlookedaround,Iran

toLuke'sroomandcheckedhisluggage...itwas

gone,Icalledhim

Him:"Lilsis"

Me:"hey,Evesaysyou'regoingtoMumbaiagain"



Him:"I'malreadyonboard"

Me:"oh..thatwasfast"

Him:"I'llcallwhenI'velanded"

Me:"okay"

Wehungup...Injustafewminuteshebuzzed,I

openedforhim.Hedrovein,parkedandcame

knockingonourfrontdoorndamvulelaandhe

followedmetothelounge

Me:"owkay...canIgetyouanything"?

Him:"thetruthmaybe...towhat'sreallygoingonin

yourheadrightnow"

Me:"mmmhrightnow?Ifeellikeanomelette"

:)

Iwalkedovertothekitchenandstarteddoingmy

thinglolnotlong,hefollowedandjuststoodthere

watchingmeIturnedandsmiledhewaskinda

pissedoffandIwaskindaenjoyingpushinghimto



hislimits.Iknowhisgoodandsweetsidekalokso

seeinghimupsetwasabonus..crazy?Iknow.

Me:"wannahelp"?

Cwaka

Me:"Iguessnot"

Icontinuedgqibandamphakelaandtooktheplates

tothelounge,ndabuyaandpouredusjuice

ndambekelahisowngqibandatya.Hecameback

andsatdown...tookhisjuiceanddrankitinnsilence

thenhegavemeoneofthoselooks...thosedarkand

penetratingones.

Him:"you'retryingmypatience"

Me:"andI'msucceeding"



Him:"thiscouldbedangerous"

Me:"youthink"?

Lolhelookedatmewavelawahlekashakinghis

head.

Him:"you'reimpossibleyouknow"

Me:"thatIwilltakeasacompliment"

Him:"butI'mbeingserioushere"

Me:"nam,Idon'twantyoucompromisingforme...yet"

Him:"I'mnotcompromisingI'msettingmypriorities

straight"

Okay...Ididn'texpectthatone.Iateupmyomelette

withoutevenattemptingtoanswerhim.Hedidn'teat

muchofhis,whenhesawthatIwasn'tabouttogive

himanyanswerheshiftedseatswazohlalaright

nexttome,Igotuptoreturntheplatestothekitchen

butheheldmyhandndabuyelaphantsisana



Him:"givemeachance"

Me:"whydoesitsoundlikeyou'redemandingit"?

Him:"I'msorryifitcameoutthatway"

Me:"wellIamgivingyouachancehere...goto

Durban,attendtoyourbusinessthenwhenyou're

doneuzobuyandiselapha"

Him:"thenletsgotogether"

Me:"whataboutschool"?

Him:"whattimeisyourclasstomorrowandFriday"?

Me:"Idon'thaveclassFriday...tomorrowIhavea

morningclass"

Him:"thenwecangointheafternoonafteryou've

attendedyourclass"

NowitfeltlikeIwasforcingmyselfintohis

space...unnecessarily.



Him:"okaywhatnow?What'swiththatlook"?

Me:"baby"

Him:"speakitoutbaby"

Isatonhislapandlookedhimintheeye,touching

hisfacetracinghiscontours...

Me:"andithiweagreedontakingthingsslow"?

Him:"I'mjustwaitingtohearwherethisisgoing"

Me:"us...travelingtogether...that'sadifferentversion

ofslowdon'tyouthink"?

Him:"inamoresimpleEnglish,youdon'ttrustme

enoughtotravelwithme"

Me:"yousuredohavetrustissues...But,wecanwork

onthat"

Him:"me?Trustissues"?

Me:"pretendInevermentionedthat.Let'sstrikea

dealnow.YoucangotoDurbantodayandcome



backlateronmaybetomorrowthenI'llspendthe

restofmyweekendwithyou...whereveryouwant"

Him:"okay..thatsoundsdoable"

Me:"good...nowndiyekeIneedtowashthesebefore

Evecomesback"

Him:"notbeforeIdothis"

WithoutanoticeIfelthislipssmashingin

mine...somethingsshouldremaininthecloset

though:v.
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ThursdayEveleftforschoolwithasportsbagfor

changingclotheswhileshe'satbaecationandBeast

hadreallyandfinallyleftforDurbanthepreviousday

:)Imean..:v.AfterclassIwenthometothatlonely

bighousewecallahome...ayIgotsoboredIhadto

callmyperson:/



Him:"mamekhaya"?

Jonga...uncumothatcrossedmylipswhenheboldly

saidthat,especiallywhenIcouldhearpeoplebehind

himonthebackgroundIhadtoclearmythroatto

regainmyvoiceagain

Me:"babe,unjani"?

Him:"ndidiniwe..wena"?

Me:"bored"

Him:"readabook"

Me:"you'rekidding"

Him:"cookorgoout,tothemoviesmaybe"

Me:"...whenareyoucomingback"?

Him:"intheevening"

Me:"mxmuyadikaevah"?

Him:"you'reonlysayingbecauseI'maprovince

away"

Me:"Icansayityourfaceandyouknowthat"



Him:"Iwonderwhogaveyousuchconfidence"

Me:"mommadid...anywaybyebye"

Him:"I'lltakeyououtofthatmiserywhenI'mback"

Me:"youbetter"

Him:"Iloveyounehbaby"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Afterbeingbeyondsuperboredinthathousei

decidedtojustpopinattheShisaNyamaIreally

cravedthismeatshame.

IwasservedbyaZululookinggirl,goodlookingbut

kindalackingmanners...Inotedthatonthefirst

glanceather,shehadthisabsurdfacialexpression

thatkindataintedhernaturalbeauty.Imadean

orderofporkandworswithacocktail:Dandshe

tookhertime,notthatImindedatallbutkeshetook

hertime.WhenshefinallydecidedtobringmyfoodI

hadevenforgottenbutIwasn'treallygonnacausea

scenearoundhere,Ithankedherandtookthefirst

bite.Shewasstillstandinglookingatme



Me:"wasthereanythingelse"?

Her:"Ibelieveyou'reTrina"

Me:"dependswho'sasking"

Her:"doesn'treallymatter...getyourdirtyclawsoff

myman"

Me:"huh"?

Her:"stoppesteringVinceokay!Hedoesn'twant

you,notevenyourfakeaccentpleaseshim.I'veseen

howyoubatyourlashesathim...itwon'twork.And

last...stopcallinghimatnight"

Ilookedather...IwantedtotellherthatifIwanted

him,I'dhavehadhimbynow.IfIwantedhimlikeshe

saysIdo,I'dhavetakenhimcompletelyfromherand

she'dhavenothingtosaybutyouknowwhat?I

smiledtomyselfcozIknewIcouldn'tjuststepdown

toherlevel.



Me:"okay"

Her:"enjoyyourmeal"

Itookmyphone,fakakwipurseyamalongwithmy

wallet.Ifoldedmymeatintothewrapperthey

alwaysofferyouthenItookmyfatassandleftthat

placewithoutpaying:vIwenttomycarndatyela

phayachilledonpointplayingRatedRalbumka

Rihanna.Onmylastpieceofmeat,thatchickcame

runningtomycar

Her:"youdidn'tpay"

Me:"wasIsupposedto"?

Her:"what'sthatsupposedtomean"?

Iturnedthevolumeup...wipedmyhandsandstarted

mycarndamshiyaemeapho,ifshecantreata

customerlikethatthensurelyshecanaffordtopay

formymeal.Idrovehomendafikandakhululaand

worebathingsuitndayobhukudamyphoneonthe



pooltable...afterafewstrokesyakhala,Igrabbeda

toweljusttodrymyhandsandtookthephone

Me:"Vincent"

Him:"ntwanayougood"?

Me:"yeahwhat'sup"?

Him:"justgotacallfromLibo"

Me:"Libo?Who'sthat"?

Him:"thegirlwhoservedyoutodayatthe

ShisaNyama...Uhmshe'smygirlfriend"

Me:"me?ShisaNyama?Today"?

Him:"whatyouweren'tthere"?

Me:"Idon'trecall"

Him:"hahLibhongobetrippingnow"

Me:"maybe"

Him:"sorryIbotheredyou"

Me:"noproblem..butwhatwasthecallabout"?



Him:"nehdon'tworryaboutit"

Me:"okeydokey"

Him:"sharp"

Ihungupandreturnedbacktomyswimming...they'll

havetosortthatoneoutforthemselvesby

themselveswithoutmeastheirsparewheel.Igot

outandcalledEvelyn

Her:"babysis"

Me:"babymama,howareyou"

Her:"I'mgreat,how'sboredom"

Me:"likeIjustswemmyentireenergyrightnow...I'm

goingbeserkekse"

Sheburstoutlaughing

Her:"callyouniqqa"

Me:"he'sstillinDurban"



Her:"youlethimgo?You'redumberthanIthought

youknow"

Me:"fokofEve"

Her:"Iknowyoumissme"

Me:"likecrazybra"

WeconversedsomemorethenIwentbackinside

anddrankaglassofcoldmilkalwaysgivesmethe

jolts;Idefrostedfourpiecesofchickenand

marinatedthemthenputtheminthegrillerthenI

cookedlasagne:vayidibanibutkemybloodwanted

it...thenIheardthebuzz:/Ilookedatthegate

monitor,Iwasn'ttoosurprisedbutkeIwascozit

wasn'teveningyet...Iopenedthespeakerfirst

Me:"hello"?

Him:"khawvule"

Me:"ndivule?WhoamIspeakingto"

Him:"ohcummonnow"



Me:"itsnoteveningyetufunaniapha"?

Him:"tchin,you'rekiddingwithmerightnow.Baby

thewayI'mtiredthough"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Iopenedthegateandtookasarongtocovermy

lowerbody...hewalkedinwithhislaptopbaganda

giftbag,wehuggedndisemanzikemnasohisshirt

wasleftwithbitsofwatermarks,hepulledmeeven

closerandwekissedsotenderlyandaffectionately

Him:"Imissedyou"

Me:"Imissedyou...babe,youlooksizzlinghotina

suit"

Him:"ohIdon'tlookhotinmycomfortableclothes"?

Me:"okaywait...youlookdapperANDhotterinasuit

kebabe"

Him:"mmmh"



Ikissedhislipsandhesatdown.

Me:"juice"?

Him:"dontyouhaveanythingstronger"?

IwenttoLukescabinandtookanalreadyopened

threeshipsipouredquaterglasswithiceandgave

himthenIwenttothekitchenanddishedupfor

him,placeditinatrayalongwithaglassofjuice.
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Helookedatthemealwithanapprovingsmileright

behindthatglassofwhiskey,Itookanicefatpiece

andsatacrosshim

Me:"sohowwasyourday"?

Him:"chaotic"

Me:"business"?

Him:"whichone"?



Icontemplatedabit...

Me:"thelegitone"

Him:"goingperfectlyfine...Uol'ladyreckonsI'm

changing"

Me:"how"?

Him:"Idon'tknow...khandfunenobuzafuthi"

Me:"woyikantoni"?

Him:"hayhay...howwasyourday"

Me:"prettygood"

Him:"butyousaidyouwerebored"

Me:"thatwasbeforeitbecameprettygood"

Him:"mhIwonder...soIfulfilledmypartofthe

deal,nowitsyourturn"

Me:"ohthat"

Him:"yesthat"



Me:"eatup"

Him:"gopack...we'releavingassoonasIfinishhere"

Me:"leaving"?

Him:"ina"

Itookthegiftbagandwalkedupstairs...Lolokayso

insteadofthestilettosheboughtmespikedblack

sneakersthistime.Ipackedthreeoutfitsand

sleepingclothesandofcozcosmeticsthenIwore

blacktights,blackvestandthosesneakersthenI

walkeddownwithmybaghelookedup,Ismiled

Him:"theylookgoodonyou"

Me:"thankyou"

Hehadwashedtheplatealreadyandeverythingwas

inplace...Hecameforthandstoodjustafewinches

frommylips



Him:"yousmelllikeamilliondollars"

Me:"likeyou"

Him:"likemywomanshould"

Me:"yourwoman?Soyouarereallyseriousaboutus"

Him:"I'veneverbeenseriousaboutanyoneor

anythingelsebesidemykidsandmymomofcoz"

Me:"mmh...yourkids,whenwillImeetthem"

Him:"anytimeyou'reready"

WellIwouldhaveansweredifonlyhedidn'tbitethe

cornerofmylipsteasinglythatIalmosttripped

backwardslaughing.Hetookmybagandwewalked

out...IfirstmadesureIswitchedoffeverythinginthe

housebesidesthefridgethenIlockedthegarage

andeverythingelseandleft.Wedrovetotheairport

andboardedthejetandoffwewenttoCapeTown.

Whenwelandedmyconcernsraised:/Iwasn'tquite

sureIcanbeinCapeTownSouthandstillbe



discreetsoIwewalkeddownandtothecarIdida

silentprayertoPapaGodthatMarcusdoesn'tseeor

hearthatI'maround.Iwasquietthroughoutthe

ride,hewasbusyonhislaptopandphoneokobut

occasionallystealingalookatmethoughI'dpretend

asifandimboniatall.Myheadphoneswereintact

andsomegoodjamswereplaying.Wereachedwhat

musthavebeenhishouse,thedriverwentinand

parkedinanundergroundparkinglot

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"?

Iremovedtheheadphones

Him:"plsfollowIvorhe'lltakeyoutoyourroom"

Me:"whereareyougoing"?

Him:"IhavejustaLilsomethingtosort...I'llbeback

beforeyouknowit"



Me:"is...Iseverythingokay"?

Him:"don'tworryyourselfaboutit"

Me:"kay"

Igotout,Ivortookmybag...Ntandogotoutand

kissedmyneckhuggingmefrombehindIjustknew

somerealshitwasonbutmaybehedidn'tthinkI

couldhandleitthat'swhyhewassecretiveaboutit...

Ivorthedriverwaswaitingpatientlyatadistance

Me:"Ineedtouhm,rest"

Him:"I'lljoinyoujustnow"

Me:"justdon'tdoanythingstupid"

Him:"Iwon't"

Iloosenedhishandsfromaroundmywaistand

followedivorinside,hetookmetomyroomsimple

yetelegant.



Him:"comeI'llshowyouthekitchenincaseyouneed

somethingma'am"

Me:"oh"

Ifollowedhim,heshowedmearoundthenhesaidI

shouldcomeandlock

Me:"doeshisfriendscomehere"?

Him:"no...theyonlygotohisflat,butwecanneverbe

toosafe"

Me:"okaythanks"

Ilockedandlookedaround...thisplaceneededa

woman'stouch.Itwascleanbutitwasdull...andI

understand.Iwenttothekitchen,thecupboardmust

havebeenfilledthatdaycozitwasfilledwithnew

things,ImademyselfcoffeewithrusksthenI

decidedtocookagain...waitingaroundforhim



wouldsurelydrivemeinsane.Iscavagedhiskitchen

andfoundsomethingtouse,Icookedricewiththree

coloredpeppersandspicesenoughforthebothof

usthenImarinatedtenderbeefandroasteditwith

potatoesandgreenbeans.ThenIdidchakalakaon

theside..whenIwasdoneItookmycoffee,warmed

itandwenttotheloungeandwatchedTV.

ImusthavefallenasleeponthatcouchbutwhenI

lateronwokeup,hewasinsidejonga,Ilookedathim

confused!

Him:"hey,you'reawake"

Me:"howdidyou..."?

Him:"iusedanotherentranceyouwereindeep

sleep"

Myeyesshiftedfromhisfacedownhistorso:ohe

hadonlyatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist,smelled

freshmeaninghejustcameoutoftheshower.My

throatwentdryandIlickedmylipsasIremovedmy



eyesandlookedatmyphonefortime

Him:"youshouldfreshenup"

Me:"yeah...Uhm...Howlonghaveyoubeenback"

Him:"itsbeenquiteawhile,why"?

Me:"hm.mh"

Igotup,wentpasthimandwenttomyroom.I

undressedandwrappedatowelaroundmybody

ndayovasa...I'mabathbabybutthatdayItooka

showerbutalongshower.WhenIgotouthewas

insidemyroomonthebedbutwearingshortsthis

time

Me:"geezputashirton"

Him:"you'rethefineonetotalkseeingyou'rehalf-

nakedyourself"



Iignoredhim,Ilotionedmybodyandlookedformy

PJsndanxibastillcoveredinthattowelcombedmy

hairandtieditinabunthenneatlyplaitedit

Him:"you'resoquiet"

Me:"youtoo"

Him:"you'vebeenquietevenonourwayhere"

Ididn'tanswerthat.Ijustfixedmythingsand

switchedoffthelightinthebathroom

Me:"I'mgoingdownstairs"

InsteadofansweringhejustfollowedmequietlyI

wentstraighttothekitchen,hewenttothelounge,I

warmedthefoodandlookedforplates

Me:"baby"?



Him:"malove"?

Me:"wherearetheplates"?

Him:"bottomcupboardbaby"

Icheckedthecupboardsandnoticedthathehad

boughtacoupleofotherthings,infactthefridgewas

fullthenIdishedupforusinoneplateandpoured

usjuiceandtookthefoodtothelounge

Him:"mmh...I'mgonnaneedagymverysoon"

Me:"Icanalsostarveyouy'know"?

Him:"that'snotwhatImeantbabes..thanksfuthi"

Me:"mmmh"

Wesatononecouchandate...hekissedmycheek,I

blushed,Iwantedtobeangryathimforgoingso

longleavingmealoneonorfirstdayherebutI

couldn't.Weatemakingsmallconversationover

lightthingsthenhetooktheplatestothekitchen



wazivasaandcamebackandwejustsatthere,my

headonhisbarechest...itonlysunkinwhenI

touchedhishandthatheignoredmewhenItoldhim

togetdressed

Me:"Ntandomaani"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"aT-shirtmaybe"?

Him:"mxm,khangqengqebaby"

:/

Helightlypulledmyheadtowardshischest...Ifelta

Liluncomfortablebutndanyamezela

Him:"youknowyouhavetogetusedtothis"

Me:"mxm"

Him:"ndikfakeulwimiuthisaalomazinyoaxineneyo"

Me:"you'regross"



HehitmewithapillowIlaughed.
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Wecuddledwatchingamovie...youknowwhyIdon't

reallylikeCapeTown?Itstheweather.Itsvery

unconventional.

Me:"babyI'mcold"

Him:"ufunauyolalaorshouldIbringablanket"

Me:"blanket"

Isatup,hewenttoaroomandbroughtbacka

blanketsaphindasahlalaonthatsameposition

sombatha...hisphonerang:

Him:"Ranger"?

Range:"brandivakuthwaukhona"(Ihearyou're



around)

Him:"yeahwhat'sup"?

Range:"ubraKillaebelaphabra"(braKillawashere)

Him:"ufunantoni"(whatdoeshewant)

Range:"ebefunawenabutndamxelelaawukho"

Him:"shosendfumenendoda"(he'sfoundmeman)

Range:"ohokay"

Him:"seeyouSaturday"

Range:"younotcomingalongtomorrow"?

Him:"no"

Range:"ohokay..shoboss"

Him:"sho"

Hehungup...

Justashewasabouttoputthephonedown,Chuma

called



Him:"hello"

Her:"hiuright"

Him:"what'supChumacozIknowyoudidn'tjustcall

toaskmeimpilo"

Shesighed.Healwaysdoesthat.Treatsherlikeshe

nevermeantanythingtohim.

Onmyside...Ikindafeltsomeinsecuritiescreeping

inwhenIheardhimmentioningChumacozI

rememberedthatshe'sthebabymommaofthefirst

child:/Iwasalsonothappywiththefactthathe

didn'texcusehimselfwhenspeakingtoher?Who

wannalistentohermanhavingaconversationwith

awomanheoncehadintimacywithforsomany

years?Theirchemistry?

Her:"uOweuyakwitourandIdon'thaveenough

moneyndcelaundincedise"

Him:"ngamalini"?

Her:"I'lltextyouezizintozishotayo"



Him:"thenwhydidyoucallmeinthefirstplaceif

you'renotsurenafondin"?

Her:"khayeke"

Him:"khamnikeIphone"

:/itslikeIdon'texistmtchanam

...

Owe:"tata"

Him:"boyboy,unjani"?

Owe:"Iamwellthankstatawena"

Him:"I'mgreat...mamakhosaysyou'regoingontour"

Owe:"ewewe'regoingtoRobinisland"

Him:"oh,soyouneverthoughttoinformutatakho"?

Owe:"IactuallydidtataqhayouwereinDurban,Ivor

saidso"

Him:"okay,I'llseewhatIcando"

Owe:"sho..tatacanyoutellgrannyIwannavisither

inDecember"



Him:"firsttalktoyourmother,grannywon'tmind"

Owe:"okaykeifuvumileyou'llalsotalktosisNella

neh"?

Him:"I'lldothat,lalangoku"

Owe:"goodnight"

Him:"nightson"

Hehungupwathula...IguessIshouldlookatthe

biggerpicture...he'slookingoutforhiskid,hehasa

goodcommunicativerelationshipwiththesecond

parentandthatisonebestthingseparatedparents

shouldtrytodofortheirkidsright?Themovieended

andIsatupstretching

Me:"I'mgoingtobed"

Him:"I'llcometuckyouin"

Me:"inobandilusana"

Him:"ulelamisana"



...Really????

Lolhay,Iwentto'my'roomndangenaezingubeni...as

Ilistenedtomymp3playing,IjustdecidedthatI'm

nothavinganother"Landilesaga"umntuuthi

uzekuyeakulalisekweyakhoIroomnayealale

kweyakheyesI'mnotreadytopopthecookiejarjust

yetbutno,we'llhavetorestrainourselvesandsee

howitgoes...can'tbethathardifwe'reboth

determinedtowaituntilI'mready...itsclosetoayear

nowsincewestarteddatingbutIwasafraid...Iwas

stillscaredoflosingmyvirginity!

Lateronhesurelycameto"tuck"mein..heknocked

andwalkedin,wazohlalanexttomyhead,Isatup

andwaitedwithasmile,Iknewwhathecametodo

Him:"you'rebeautifulyouknowthat"

Me:"wellyoukeepremindingme"

Him:"thingis...you'retoobeautifulforme,Istillcan't



believethatyouareherewithme"

Me:"toobeautifulforyou?Ohcummon"

Him:"I'mbeingreal"

Ilookedathim..hewasserious.

Me:"thenmaybeyou'retoogoodforme"

Him:"notevenclose...rememberI'mnotjustNtando

babyI'mBeasttoo,whenthebeastgetslooseallhell

breakslooseandTHATisonlythebeginning"

Me:"he'sagangsta,you'reafather"

Him:"baby...allIwantisyoutojustmotivateyourself

toacceptthisothersideofmine"

Me:"I'mstillgettingusedtoit...itwilltaketime"

Him:"youdon'tgetusedtoitbabyyouneverwill,you

justhavetoacknowledgeitspresence"

Me:"babycanIjustfocusonNtandofornow...Beast

canwaitjustaLilwhilelonger"



Him:"okayIwon'tpush...Haveapeacefulsleep"

Hekissedmyforehead.Gotupandopenedthe

door,lookedbackatme

Me:"whereyousleeping"?

Him:"inthespareroom"

Me:"sointhiscoldweatherI'llbesleepingalone"?

Him:"Ithoughtthat'swhatyouwanted"

Me:"really"?

Hecamebackandsatdown,sameposition...But

nowabitcloser.

Him:"Idon'twannaintrudeyourprivatespaceor

makeyoufeeluncomfortable"

Me:"youdidn'tmindwaitingherewhileItooka

shower"



Him:"okay...lemmefinishmyconferencecallI'll

comebackinfifteen"

Me:"mmm"

Icoveredmyhead...I'mseriouslynothavinganother

Ovayoepisodenalaphashame.Idriftedofftosleep

whilestillwaitinginfactitwasn'tevenuptothe

fifteenminutesheaskedbutIwasreallyout.Ionly

felthimatnightwhenIturnedandmistakenly

bumpedontohimandrestedmyheadonhisbroad

chestsincehewasonhisback:/Idon'tknowhow

hesleepslikethatunlessheeastsleepingbut

thinking,butnonethelesshishadbroughtmecloser

andbehlaubuthongomntakadaduntilthewee

hoursofthemorningwhenIheardsomerustling

soundsandwokeuplookedaroundandsawhim

gettingdressed

Him:"lalababe"

Me:"whattimeisit?Andwhereyougoing"?



Him:"I'mgoingoutforafewhours"

Thenitdawnedonme...Thisisthethuglife.They

don'treallysleep,theysleepwithoneeyeopen.

That'swhyhewantedtosleepinthespare

room,bendingazomvaxaehambabutsurely

bendizobuyaekhona.

Ijustwenttothebathroomandgotinbed

again,afterhewasdressedhecametobedand

kissedmylips

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"loveyou"

Waphakamakhandphindendimve...velendalalamna.
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Idon'treallyknowhowlonghe'sbeengone,Islept

throughthenightbutwhenIopenedmyeyesatthe

crackofdawnhewasthere,inbedwithme...Ilooked

athim,confused..likeIthoughtIwasdreamingwhen

Iheardhimleavingmaan:/hekissedmydrylips

Him:"morning"

Me:"mmh"

Iwokeup,wenttothebathroompeed,washedmy

faceandbrushedmyteeththenIreturnedtothe

bedroom,satinfrontofthedressingtableand

loosenedtheknotImadeonmyhairtheprevious

night..combeddownmyweaveinsilencethoughI

couldfeelhisgazefrombehind.I'msurehewas

alsoconfusedbymyreaction:/Iheardmyphone

ringingndaphakamandayoythathandabuyandahlala

onthatsamepositioninfrontofthemirror

Me:"low"?



Marc:"hey,morning.Howareyou"?

Me:"I'mgood.You"?

Him:"I'mgood...lookIreceivedacallfromthat

courierservicethatthephonehasn'treachedyou"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"they'vesentitbacktoCapeTownnowsoI'lltry

tobringitmyselfnextweek"

Me:"okay"

Him:"you're...notupsetneh"?

Me:"nope"

Him:"okay...butyoudon'tsoundtoogoodwhat'sup"?

Me:"Ijustwokeupbra"

Him:"okayI'msorry"

Me:"cool...later"

Him:"later"

IhungupandcontinuedwithwhatIwas

doing,Ntandogotupfromthebedandmadeit.He



finishedwhileIwasstilldoingmyhairthenheleft.I

didn'twannashowerjustyet...Lolhaytyhini

bengekafunuvasamnakulangqele.Iopenedall

windowsforfreshairjustforafewminutesthen

followedhimdownstairs,foundhiminthekitchen

makingbreakfastdressedinkneelengthshortsonly.

Iwentinandhuggedhisnakedstiffabsfrom

behind,myheadonlyreachingjustbelowwherethe

heartsupposedlyis:(Ididn'tknowI'mthatshort

though

Him:"andthat"?

Me:"whendidyoucomeback"

Him:"acoupleofhourslater"

Me:"mmh"

Ikissedhisshoulderplateandremovedmyhands

fromhimonlytositonthekitchencounterand

watchhimmakingthebreakfast



Him:"IhavesomethingIneedtoaskyou"

Me:"shoot"

Him:"howgoodareyouwithkids"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...butIshouldthinkI'mgoodwith

Booboo"

Him:"mntanakaEve"?

Me:"yeah...whysuchsuddeninterest"?

Heturnedtohispanandstirred:/oh-kay?

Him:"Ihaveaproblem"

Me:"withachildIshouldguess"

Him:"ufast.Anelisawenttodropmychildattheflat

lastnight"

Ohmygoshmyjawdropped!!



Me:"lastnight?Whowasattheflatlastnight"?

Him:"Thriller,justsoherecuperatesproperly"

Me:"youtrynatellmethatyourchild,sleptinahouse

withagangsta?OhmyGod"!

Him:"baby"

Ndavelandamjonga

Him:"Thrillerwouldn'thurtmychildandhedidn't.I

needtomakesureshe'ssafenow,Anelisacangoto

hellforallIcare"

Me:"whereisshe?Ihopeyoudidn'tleaveherwith

whateverhisnameis"?

Him:"she'shere...sleeping"

Me:"ooh"

:/nowIneededtobemorematurenobaandifuni

mntakamah.Havingtotakecareofsomeoneelse's



child?Achildwhodoesn'tevenknowyou...Ay.

Him:"whatchuthinking"

Me:"doyouthinkshe'lllikeme?IknowI'mnothere

forlongbutke,doyou"?

Him:"Itoldheraboutyou,sheseemedkeentomeet

you"

Me:"ohkay"

Hedishedupjustforthetwoofus,wetookthefood

totheloungesatyelainoneplateonceagain.His

eggwasbetterthanmine

Me:"dude...don'traiseyourshouldersonwhatI'm

abouttosay"

Him:"oh-kay"?

Me:"youreggisbetterthanmine"



Yhoheburstoutlaughing:'(dammitIregrettedeven

tellinghimthat.

Him:"comehere"

Hepulledmeforakiss.Imovedmyfaceawayhe

endedupkissingtheendofmycheek:valmost

kissingtheear

Me:"mxmkhandyeke"

Him:"babyyoujustmademymorning"

Me:"whatever,uzovusaumntanafuthi"

Him:"yho...I'mnotusedtohavingheraroundkalok"

Lol,Iwonderhowhe'llcopewhenI'vegonehome.

Wecontinuedourbreakfast,jongabekubandalaway

ekapa.IevenhadsocksontheonlythingIneeded

wasglovesshame.WhenweweredoneIjustfolded

myfeetonthecouch,coveredmyselfngeshawl



wandijongawahleka

Him:"eziplatezothathwangubanbaby"?

Me:"bezizenabankanenelove"?

Him:"bekhendathuyagezakodwa"

Me:"namndathiifanbandigezelabanxandingagezeli

wena"?

Him:"Ilikeyoumuchbetterasthecoconut"

Thenhegotupandtooktheplatestothekitchen

Whilehewasgone,thechildwalkedinthelounge

andstoodatadistancesurveyingtheplacemaybe?

Me:"hi"?

Shelookedupandsmiled,thenshewalkeduptome

andclaimedthespotherfatheroncesaton.



Her:"moloma"

Me:"unjanilove"?

Her:"phililewena"?

Me:"phililenam,banigamalakho"

Her:"SinothandoNtabeni"

Me:"ohhowoldareyou"?

Her:"youdidn'ttellmeyourname"

:voh

Me:"whatdiddaddysaytoyou"?

Her:"hesaidI'llmeetumamawamwesibinitoday"

Me:"mynameissisi"

Her:"oh..butIwanttocallyoumama"

:/

Me:"butyouhaveyourownmamanjena"

Her:"Anelisaakafuni"

Me:"akafuniuthimama?"



Her:"uthiIshouldcallherbyname"

Herfatherwalkedinwithabowlofporridgeand

extramilkontheside,shesmiledandblushed

Him:"morningmyloviedovie"

Her:"daddy!"

Him:"izadaddyakutyise"

Her:"no...mamawillhelpme"

Helookedatme,Iwasn'tquitesureaboutthismama

thingbutshe'sjustachild.Itookthefoodfromhim

andfedthelittleoneuntilshewasdonethenIwent

torinsethebowlandglassinthekitchenleaving

themtobond.WhenIcamebackshewasbetween

us,lolIdidn'tmindthoughwewatchedcartoons

togetherthenhehadtoleave...saidhehad

somewheretogoto.



Him:"baby"?

Me:"whichone"?

Him:"lounguwe,ndilandele"

Ifollowedhimupthestairsandsatdownonthe

edgeofthebed...asIwatchedhimsearchingfor

clothes

Him:"erh..Idon'tknowhowlongI'llbegonebutif

youneedtogoanywhereyoucancallIvorI'llsend

youhisnumberjustnow"

Me:"oh"

Him:"plsbathThandoforme,herbagisinherroom"

Me:"okay"

Him:"uhm...Whatelse?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"anifunitakeaways?Orsomethingcoz

kuyabandaforuyogodolakwelakitchi"



Me:"we'llsendIvor"

Him:"nifunantoniIcanbuyitabuyenayoyenaxa

ebuya"

Me:"oh...Ithinkyoushouldaskher"

Him:"I'maskingyou"

Me:"Iknow,butIthinkshemightwantsomething

different"

Hedidn'tanswer...Iwentbackdownstairs.

Me:"Sino"?

Her:"mah"?

Me:"yourdadwannaknowwhatwouldyouliketo

eat"?

Her:"erh...Anythingmama"

Me:"okaychoosebetween:KFC,Steers,Spur,

McDonalds...anyoneyouwant"

Her:"ha.amamaAnelisasaidjunkfoodisnotgood



forchildren"

Me:"eatingitoncewon'tharmyounjebaby"

Her:"nyhan"?

Me:"nhyani"

Her:"okay...CelaIburgerkaMcDonald'snepizza"

Me:"alright"

Iwentbackuptohim,hewasinasilverGreythree

piecesuit..daaaim!!!!Ihadtocatchmybreath!!!The

blueshirtdidwonderstothatsuit.

Me:"shewantsaburgerandpizza"

Him:"seewhyIaskedyou"

Me:"what'sdifficultinbuyingapizzaandaburgerna

baby"?

Him:"nothing...wenauzotyantoni"?

Me:"Spurribsandbuffalowingsplz"



Hebuttonedhisblazerlookingatmelikehe's

lookingdeepintomysoul:owhydoeshedothat:/

Him:"okay"

Me:"thatlook"?

Him:"mh,ndikujongelelentouyenzayo"

Me:"ndenzenikanti"

Him:"I'lltellyoulateron"

Hekissedmylips,Ilightlygrabbedhisblazeraswe

kissed,hetastedfreshandminty...besendiyeka

nokhalangokuyicologneyakheshame.Westopped

andhekissedmyforehead

Him:"Iloveyoumama"

Me:"haha!OhGodI'mstillyoungforthatthough"

Him:"well,Itoldhertocallyousisi"

Me:"shedoesn'twanttonamndizamile"



Him:"I'lltalktoheragain"

Me:"nomyeke"

Him:"okay,lemmegondingekabilate"

Wewalkeddownthestaircaseandhehugged

her,waphuma.Ilockedandwestayedbehind

watchingTV...Iwantedtoknowmoreofthischild

butIdidn'twannamakeherfeeluncomfortable.
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Afteracoupleofminutesemnkile...

Her:"mama"?

Me:"mmh"?

Her:"utatauzozanoOwe"?

:o

Me:"andiyaznje"

Her:"ndamkhumbulamnauOwe"



Me:"bumxeleleutata"?

Her:"no"

Me:"youshould"

Her:"ha.amasimyekemamakaOweakazofuna"

:/likethischildisjusttoosmartforherownpants

though!

Shetookaremotecontrolandchangedthechannels

untilshesawSimbatheLionKinghaikesabukela

yona.Myphonerang...

Me:"babe"?

Him:"wemighthaveanotherproblem"

Me:"like"?

Him:"besiyothengaeziwayzenuthenIbumpedonto

ChumaandOwentandoandImentionedthat

ThandoiswithmenowuOweufunuzapho"



Me:"yho"

Him:"andiyazkengok"

Me:"mxmmakazewethucoznosinougqibothi

uyamkhumbula"

Him:"shedid"?

Me:"yeahjustnow"

Him:"oh..butwait,yousureyoudon'tmind"?

Me:"whywouldImindngabantwanabakhomosaba"

Him:"itnowseemslikeanambush"

Me:"wellIdon'tseeitlikethat...evenifIdid,there's

noriverthatyoucouldgoandwashthemaway"

Him:"okay...thankyoubaby"

Me:"akhoneed"

Him:"uzozanoIvorke"

Me:"sho"

Wehungup



Me:"nana"?

Her:"mah"

Me:"uyezauOwe"

Her:"nyhan?Umamakheuvumile"?

Me:"yesshedid"

Theexcitementonherface...Priceless!

Hecalledagain

Me:"udeuyeniniklendawouyakuyo"?

Him:"justwantedtotellyouthatIloveyou"

Me:"oh...Iloveyoutoo"

Him:"likeI'mserious,I'mnotsayingthistohearyou

respond,I'mtellingyoumyheart"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"kay,enjoyyourday"



Me:"Iwilltryhey"

Wahleka...hungup.WewaitedforIvortoreturnand

hesurelydid.Hecamebackwithfood...lotsoffood

andofcoursetheheir.Hegreetedshamewithhugs

andkissesnayewafunauhlalanathisamvulela

wambotha.

Her:"where'syourmom"?

Him:"shewenthome,uphiusisNella"?

Her:"andimazi"

Him:"sisi...mymomsaidIshouldtakemy

medicationafterI'vehadmymeal"

Me:"youbroughtit"?

Him:"yes,itsrighthere"

Me:"okay"

Her:"Owe!Youdidn'tintroduceyourselfkumama"

Him:"yhosorry...MynameisOwentandoNtabeni"



Her:"hernameisSisibutIcallhermama"

Him:"oh...butsisiisnotaname?Sisiungubani

igamalakholamanyhan"?

Me:"ndingusisikenyhan"

Hesmiledandshookhishead...Igotupandwentto

warmthefoodthendishedupleavingsomeforlater

onthenItookthefoodtothembatya,Imadethem

warmMilojusttowarmthemselvesafterwards.I

wasn'treallysurprisedthathedidn'tbringclothes

along,Imeanthey'bumped'ontoeachotherbutnow

uzolalangantoni?Avukeanxibentoningomsoifhe

decidedtosleepoverseeingthatthedaywasvery

closetoending?Ididn'twannacalhisfathercozI

didn'tknowwherehewentto,whyhewentthere,how

longhe'dbegone!WhenweweredoneeatingItook

thethingsbacktothekitchen,gavehimhis

medicationthenItookthemtotheotherroomle

ibileleuSinoandtuckedthemin.

Him:"utatauzozaaphaobuyakwakheemsebenzini



sisi"?

Me:"eweboy"

Him:"okay"

Ileftthemtosleep...orrathernap.Andwenttoclear

downstairs,cleanedthekitchenandswitchedoffthe

TVandalsonapped.Iwastherethinkingwhywould

allhiskidsusethesamelastnameunlessits

his...thenwhywouldtheyusehislastnamewhen

he'snotmarriedtotheirmothers?Imean,Nathan

usesoursurnamemossoIdon'treallyunderstand

thissituation.HeeetalkingaboutEve,baecation

mustbethrilling,umntudoesn'tevencallhersister

anymore?Idecidedtocallher

Her:"Lilsis"

Me:"mh,Isee"

Shechuckled

Me:"goon,laugh"



Her:"I'msorryman,I'vebeenbusy.Howareyou"?

Me:"hopeyou'renotmakinganotherNathan"

Her:"who?Iwouldn'tdare"

Me:"good...I'mprettygoodmyself.You"?

Her:"I'mfabulousbaby"

Me:"mmh,I'mjustcheckinguponyou"

Her:"thankyouhey"

Me:"ayt...nightanyway"

Her:"soearly"?

Me:"I'mhavinganearlynight"

Her:"mmh,Igetchu"

WehungupandInapped.Iwasn'ttiredyaz,Iwasn't

evensleepyIjustwantedanexcusetoclosemy

eyeswhichIdidn'tgetorfindkecozVincecalled

ndisalibelekucinga

Me:"low"?



Him:"hey,how'syou"

Me:"goodyou"

Him:"I'mgood,aboutthatday"

Me:"yeah,tellmeaboutit...whatreallyhappened"?

Him:"yeahwell,Libocalledandtoldmeyoudidn'tpay

upforsomethingthatyouate.That'swhyIcalled

you"

Me:"undazelaphiuLibowakho"?

Him:"Idon'tknow,maybeshe'sseenyouincampus

orsomething"

Me:"mmh,sowhycallyou?Ohwait,herboyfriend,

you,isthemanagerthere.Luckyfish"

Him:"itsnotlikethat...Ipaidit.Itdon'tmatter

anymore"

Me:"goodforher"

Him:"that'snotwhyIcalledthough"

Me:"oh,youhadareason"?

Him:"ohcummon,Imissyou.Wehaven'tbeen



hangingoutmuchlately"

Me:"welludon'tthinkitsagoodidea...nowthatyour

girlhassomebeefagainstme"

Him:"wellI'mnotdoingitforherandshewasn't

therewhenwebecamefriends"

Me:"yeahwellIalsowouldn'tliketobethelove

breakersinceshesoundsliketheinsecuretype"

Hesighed:/Iwaited

Him:"canwejustexecuteherforawhilefromour

mindsandhavelunchsometimenextweek"?

Me:"ourminds?Troubleinparadise"?

Him:"areyougame"?

Me:"alright,aslongaswewon'tbeatthe

ShisaNyamaI'mgame"

Him:"thankshey"

Me:"ayt"



Ohwell,someoneknockedIwalkedtothedoorand

openedtheeyepiece:DthenIopenedforhim

Me:"hey"

Wekissed,helookedreallytiredshame.

Him:"hey,howwasyourday"?

Me:"reallygood,yours"?

Him:"great...scored30milliondollarsformy

companyinSandton"

Me:"investors"?

Him:"yeah,fromGermany"

Me:"wow,congrats"

Ikissedhimagain



Him:"I'llneedtofreshenupneh"

Me:"ayt"

Hewenttoshowerwabuyaenxibile:vvestandlong

pantsPJsandhesatnexttome,restinghisheadon

mythighs:vbakhendavasamna?NoSino?Lol

shameakhomzalingandawoaphakumokobesihleli

ngepajamasthina.

Him:"howarethekids"

Me:"sweet...balele"

Him:"IwantedtowarnyoungoOwe,heasksalotof

questions"

Me:"bothofthemarelikethat"

Him:"sino?She'sthequietone"

Me:"youmeantheyoungone,shenotevencloseto

quiet"



Him:"hopetheydidn'tgiveyoumuchhassles"

Me:"nah...ButuOweakanampahlaapha"

Him:"Iboughthimacoupleofthings"

Me:"mmh...UsothiniusinowhenI'mgonetoJozi"?

Him:"Ihaven'tgivenitmuchthought"

Me:"whynotaskyourmomtolookafterher"

Him:"problemisthatshegoestoschool"

Me:"theyearisalmostover,she'snoteventhemost

importantgradesyet.Ifyoutalktoherteachers

they'llunderstand"

Him:"I'llhavetocallthemndimsexand'khapha

wena"

Me:"mmh"

AsIwasstillmassaginghistemplesOwewalkedin

andsmiledwhilehewenttositontheothercouch.

Owe:"tata"



Him:"boy"

Owe:"ubuyenini?CanIcallmom"?

Him:"why"?

Owe:"shesaidIshouldcallherxandfikile,Iforgot

earlier"

Him:"oh...here"

Hegavehimthephoneandhecalledhismom

Her:"Ntando"?

Him:"mahitsme"

Her:"ohboy,areyouokay?Didyoueat?Havetaken

yourmeds?Doyouwan-"

Him:''moooom!Relax,I'mfine"

Her:"usure"?

Him:"yesI'msure"

Her:"oh...Uhlelinaban"?



Him:"nosisinotata"

Her:"nosisi?UtatakhouneCherrykanti"?

Him:"Idon'tknow...goodnightmah"

Her:"Iloveyouvha?Plzgiveyourdadthephone"

Hehandedthephoneandreturnedbacktothe

room...

Him:"yah"

Her:"ngubanlosisiuhlelinomntanam"?

Him:"uzomenzani"?

Her:"tchin,howcouldyoubringmychildintoahouse

withoneofyourfloozies?Whatifngomnyeu

Anelisalowo"?

Him:"heeehayuphambenekodwaChuma"

Her:"oyenamntuuphambeneyonguwe

Ntando,mntanamuyabuyangomsoakazohlalela

lomanyala"



Him:"that'suptohim"

Her:"don'tyoudareinvolvehim"

Him:"mxm,ain'tgottimetolistentoyourwhines"

Her:"youwon'thanguponme"

Him:"nyhan"?

Her:"ntand-"

Hehungup.
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Me:"ishouldwarmthefood"

Him:"needhelp"?

Me:"no"

Gqibandaphakamaandwenttothekitchen...he

followedcozIfelthispresencewhileIwasdishing

up.Ipretendedlikeheain'taroundcontinuedwith

whatIwasdoing,tookthefoodtotheloungeandhe



followed.Iwenttowakeupthekidsndafikabedlala

andtheystoppedandsmiledatme

Me:"supperisready"

Owe:"can'tweeathere"?

Me:"no,we'lleatinthelounge"

Him:"Iprefertoeatinmyroom"

:/testingmypatience?Ilookedatsino,shegotup

andfollowedmendamnikaukutyakwakheandshe

actuallysaidthankswatya,Isatdownndatya

notatakhe

Him:"Sinouphiubhutwakho"?

Her:"ufunutyelaeroomintata"

Helookedatme,andgotup...Wecontinuedeating

insilencewabuyanayeandgavehimhisfoodwatya



ethuleejongephantsi.WhenIwasdoneIwaitedfor

sinotofinishthenItookherupsayovasa,Ichanged

herpajamasthenputasideclothesfortomorrow,

tuckedherinthenIwenttobathmyselfndakhe

ndahlalakulabhafu!Iwasjustthinking...LikeI'min

deepshitforreal.Thisisnochild'splay...Onour

firstdayhereI'mplayingstepmothertohiskids?

Likethisshitisforlife,ain'tnotemporaryissuebut

itslifeandGodknowshe'llalwayschoosehiskids

overanyoneelse,overmeeven...LikeIdon'teven

makeafractionofhowmuchheloveshiskids.Ihad

thisawfulfeelingthatChumawasgonnamakelife

difficultforme.Seriously.Heknockedonthedoor

Me:"itsnotlocked"

Heopenedandstoodthere

Me:"thatbreezeiscold"

Him:"you'llcatchacold,comeout"



Me:"I'mnotdoneyet"

Him:"itsbeen38minutesalready"

Me:"you'retimingme?Usengxakini"

Heturnedandclosedthedoor...Istayedalittlewhile

longer,ndaphuma,driedandgotdressedndacleaner

labathandwenttothebedroom,hewasn'tsleeping

atall.Hewasbusyonhislaptop,theminuteIgotin

bedheshutitdownandputitinitsbagandfocused

onmendavelandamjonganjemnandamzela

ngomvaandclosedmyeyes...hehadhishandover

mybodyandhisheadonmyneck

Him:"what'sbotheringyou"

Me:"ndfunulala"

Him:"nothere'ssomethingelse"

Ikeptquiet,hekissedmeuntilIstoppedhim:/I

wasn'tinthemoodnje.



Him:"okaysomethingisreallyup"

Me:"canwejustsleep?Please"

Him:"soyoudon'twannatellmewhat'sbothering

youanddon'tsayakhontoIsawyouwhenyouwent

todishup,afteryouwenttocallthekidsandnowin

thebathroom"

Me:"goodnight"

-_-

IjustsleptmnashamecozkeIwasn'tgonnatalk

whenIwasn'treallyinthemoodandgoodcondition

totalk.Iwasjustbeingselfishandbeingadrama

queenbutIneededto...thiswasahugeandoneof

therealestrealitychecksofalltime.

Iwokeupinthemiddleofthenight,hewasdeep

asleep...Itookmyphone,walkeddownstairsand

watchedAcrimedocumentarysincetherewasn't

muchplaying,Iwenttothekitchenandmade



hotchocthenIaddedextramilkndayohlalaonthat

couchandwatched.Hecamedownandsatnextto

me

Him:"youokay"?

Inod,myfocusontheTV

Him:"pleasetalktome"

Ilookedathim...ThanbackattheTVndathula.

HetooktheremotecontrolandswitchedofftheTV

wandijongaIwasn'tgonnagobananasonhimcoz

that'swhathewanted,Ijustcontinueddrinkingmy

hotbeverage.

Him:"baby"

Me:"Igotnonetosay"



Him:"thenwhyyousoquiet?Distant"?

Me:"yourimagination"

Him:"ohcutthecrapokay?Webothknowsomething

gotyouupsethere"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyouta-"

Him:"please"

Istoppeddrinkingndamjonga

Me:"Idon'tthinkIcancompetewithyourbaby

mommas"

Him:"whywouldyouevencompetewiththem"?

Me:"mamakaOwe?Ihaveasixthsensethatshe'll

bemyrivalandIdon'tthinkIcandothat,Idon'tthink

Ihavethestrengthforthat"

Him:"doyoutrustme"?

Me:"thisnotaboutyou"

Him:"butdoyoutrustme"



Me:"yes"

Him:"thendon'tstressyourselfaboutthem.Anyway

shewantsherchildbackngomso"

Me:"becausesheheardofme"

Him:"doesn'tmatter,ndizomnika"

Me:"kay"

Him:"masambekesiyolala"

Me:"andozeli"

Him:"we'lljustcuddle...Iknowyoulovethat"

Ismiledlightlyandfollowedhim,wegotinbedand

cuddled...Iwaslisteningtohisheart.Howmuchcan

Itrustthisman?LikeItrustedhimenoughtoflyhere

withhim,butinthelongrun?WillI?

WhilewecuddledIrealizedthatI'mreadynow:oI

wannagiveittohim.Itrusthimtobegentleand

smooth,soIwannagiveittohimwhileI'mHereBUT

thekidsweremyproblemsoIdecidedtokeepmy



decisiontomyselfforthetimebeingandwatchhow

thingsturnout.

Nextmorninghewokeupandmadeus

breakfast,mealieporridgewithmargarineand

peanutbutter:ptakesmebackhome.Allfourofus

atetogetherintheloungestillinourPJs

Him:"Owentando"?

Owe:"tata"

Him:"mamakhowantsyoutogohome"

Sino:"yevakemama"?

:vIsmiled,Ntandolookedatus:/wesaidnothing.

Lollomntanaisreallytoosmartforherownagestru!

Owe:"oh..soI'mleaving"

Him:"dependsonyou"

Owe:"I'llgo...mamawillfreakout"

Him:"kay,eatup''



Thesilence...Iwassmiling,Sinothandoingathuzoba

yifriendyamkulendlushe'shalfascrazyasIam

kodwamncinci.
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Afterweate,iwenttobathSinondamxibisa

warmly,hewenttobathOwewamnxibisaezampahla

thathehadboughtforhimthinasabukelaiTV

chilledonthecouches,Ijusttoldmyselftomindmy

ownbusiness.Hisphonerangwabeeyishiyile,I

lookedatthecaller:onguMarc?HaymntakadadI

gavesinotorunandgiveittohimwabuya

wazobukelaITV.Aftersometimetheycamedown

Owe:"bye-bye'inisisi"

Me:"byebyeboy"

Hehuggedhissister,thenmegqibawayolinda

utatakheamvuleleumnyango...



Him:"I'llbebackjustnow"

Sino:"canIgowithyou"?

Him:"uzomshiyanabanusisi"?

Her:"umama.We'llbebackjus'nownjetata"

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"yeahgowithher"

Shejumpedoffthecouchandfollowedthemtothe

car...Mnaokondifikileandilaziiphandle.Igotup

andstartedcleaning,thelounge,kitchenandofcoz

thebedrooms.WhenIwasdone,Iwenttobath

ndaphumaandjustwalkedaroundthehouse

wrappedinthetowel...Igottheshockofmylife

whenIsawthelatchonthedoorturning,whatifngu

IvorandI'mhalfnaked?Iranupthestairssofast

andwaitedforavoice

Him:"baby"?



Me:"uphere"

Silence

Iwalkedbackdown..actuallyhalfwaydownthe

stairs.Hewasn'twithSino...myparanoidmind

wantedtoconcludethatsomethinghappenedbut

judgingbyhiscalmnessIknewnottoeventhinkof

that,she'ssafewhereversheis

Me:"uphuSino"?

Helookedup...lookingmefromthelegsup

Him:"wemetmakaziwakhewahambanaye...I'll

fetchherlateron"

Me:"oh"

Iwalkedbackup



Him:"plzrunmeabath"

Me:"yessir"

Iranhimthebath,returnedtoroomandstarted

lotioningmybodytakingmytime.Ifelthiseyesfrom

behind...thenIheardhimwalkingtowardsand

kissedmefrombetweenmyshouldersandstopped

whenhereachedtheneckthenhewalkedtothe

bathroom:/justlikethat?

Me:"that'sevilyouknow"?

Him:"what"?

Me:"seduction...thenyouleavemehanging"

Him:"you'lllive"

Gqibawancumaandwentinthere...Iheardhim

rappinginsidethere...laterIheardtheshowerthen

hewassinging:vlikewhatthehellhappened?Was

hestillgoingbananasaboutthat30millidollarsof



lastnight?Wow,hewasonfullswingmtchanam.I

woreblacklaceboylegunderwearwithmatching

paddedbrathenIworeoneofhisfluffygowns...I

didn'tbringmyown,IonlyboughtPJs.Itwasnow

pastteninthemorning..IknewI'dbeboredinthis

houseespeciallysincemynewlyfoundfriendis

gonefortherestofthedaysoIjustdecidedtoplay

gamesonmyphonehereinthebedroom.

Hecameouttowelaroundhiswaistandhisbody

waslotionedalreadycozhesmeltgood:phecame

tositnexttome

Him:"sowhatshallwedo?Sinceyoucan'treallygo

outshoppingnormovies"

Me:"wecouldwatchmovieshere..Showmaxrental

thenwe'llmakeourownpopcorns"

Him:"Ihavethecornmealieskeyaz"

Me:"butIwannawatchhere..notelounge"

Him:"Idon'tmindifyou'llmakethepopcorns"

Me:"deal"



Iwentdownstairsandmadethepopcornswhilehe

browsedwhichmovietowatchndabuyanazoandhe

wasalreadywatchingTheTransformerso.Owho's

gonnawatchthat?Tchinthiza!

Him:"whattookyousolong"?

Me:"awkhoserious"

Hechuckled,wesatupandwatchedWhydidIget

marriedfollowedbySexintheCityandlastlywe

watchedThreeIdiots:v:vyougottalovethatone.

Him:"weneedabreak"

Me:"mmkay,whatdoyouhaveinmind"?

Him:"someofthis"

Thenhekissedme,Igiggled



Me:"mmh.hm"

Him:"stopoverthinking"

:phebitmylipandsuckeditin.Wekissedandit

wasgreat...Imeansogreat.Ourkissingwasnow

mixedwithlust,wewerebothlustingoverone

another.Hiskisseswerewetandseducing,my

touchesandmoansaddingtoanalreadyburningfire.

Wekissedevenmore...

Hekissedslowlyfrommylipsslidingdownmyneck

thenheslowlyopenedmyrobelookingmestraight

intheeye,whenthetiewasdissedhestoppedand

lookedatmeforapproval.

Him:"shouldI"?

Ijustnodfeelingthishotsensationinmyentire

body,thenhekisseddowntheneckfurthermore

lickingunderneaththestripsonmybradowntothe

cleavage.Hekissedaroundthebreastarea,downto



thenavelthenhestoppedandkissedhiswayback

uptomylips.

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Him:"areyousureaboutthis"?

Me:"verysure"

Hekissedme,suckingmytonguein...pinchingmy

butt.LolIwasfeelingmoreweirdandfidgetydown

therewitheachminutethatpassed.

Him:"hopeyoudon'tfeelpressured"

Me:"babecummon"

Him:"kay...kissyourbabe"

Wekissedagain,Iwasbeneathhim.Heliftedoneof

mylegs,thatenabledhimtotouchmythighthenhe

finallyopenedthegownandthelookonhisface



completedmeinside.

Him:"you'renaughty"

Me:"youlike"?

Him:"love"

Therobewasdissedaside,Iwasn'tgonnaremove

histowel.Iwasafraidoftheunknownshame.He

satmeupontopofhim,squattingandwecontinued.

Iwasonceadvicethatgoodforeplaypreparesyou

verywellforthefirsttimeceremonysoIwasn't

panickingontheromancingbit.Heremovedmy

bra,cuppingmyboobsintobothhishandsand

kissing,lickingandsucklingonthemandIwas

arousedbyeachandeveryoneofthat,heturnedus

aroundsoIwasunderneathhimagain....

Whenthispartcame...Ikeptthinking:Areyousure?

Likesuresure?Doyoureallywannadothis?Are

reallygoingyogivehimthis?Doyoulovehimthat



much?Iwould'vebackedoutthatverymomentbut

whenIthoughtbacktohowlonghe'dwaitedforme

tobereadyforthisday,Iknewverywellthiswas

meanttohappentoday.
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Wecontinuedwiththekisses,hekissedmeback

downtomynavel,startedkissingaroundmyinner

thighs,slowlytakinghistime.Iwasabitwetwhen

wekissedbutIwaswetterwhenhestartedhis

kissesdownlow.Heslowlykissedthecrownofthe

palace,bitingonitslowlythenhepulleditdownand

tosseditaside.Hekissedmythighsagain,wet

seductivekisseswithLilsoftbiteshereandthere

thenheopenedmylegsabitwider...Slowlylicking

upthelipsandthenkissingthecrownagain.

Iwasslowlylosingmyselfinthepleasureworld...my

headwasgoingroundincircles



Thenheopenedthelipswithtwoofhisfingersand

thetonguesliddown,helickedandsuckedand

goodnessknowshewasgoodatthis,I'llsayso

myselfsinceitwasmyfirsttimereceivingoral

attentionfromanyonebuthetoppedmyfirst

comerslistcozhemademecomfortablewhile

eatingmeout...occasionallyIfoundmyselfpushing

hisheadfurtherin,obviouslywithamoanortwothen

allofasuddenIfeltmyentirebodystiffening,my

legsstartedshakingandIfeltgushingliquidfrom

mypussy,myeyesrollingbackintheirsockets,my

toescurled...onehandwasonhishead,theother

forcefullygrabbedthesheets...Idon'tknowwhy.He

cameupandkissedme,IhadagoodtasteofhowI

tastedownthere.Hepulledadrawernexttothebed

andremovedaboxofcondoms,thenheremoved

onecondomwayiqhaqha

Him:"wannadoit"

Ishookmyhead:/whatifhe'sloadedndoyiketo



evengothroughwiththis?

Heputitonhimself

Him:"thisisgonnafeelalotmoreuncomfortableke

vha"

Men:"kay"

Him:"justdon'ttightenyourmuscles"

Inod...hemovedbackabitandgotagoodviewof

wherehewasgoingthenIfelthimentering.Iheld

mybreathexpectingalotofpainbutinsteadIjust

feltaLilprick/popbutstillIwasn'tusedtothisthing

Ikindatightenedmyvirginalmusclesmyeyes

closedandImusthavepushedhimbackbuthe

waitedandforrealIfeltuncomfortable:/whenhere

-enteredhemadecircularmovementsslowlygoing

inandoutpavingway...Thenhewentinonfullforce

Iheldmybreath.Wentatitforsometime,weeven

climaxedandhefloppednexttome,pulledmeclose



somyheadlayonhischestinsuchacomfortable

waythatIdidn'tevenregretgivingmyselftohim,he

kissedmyforeheadasIclosedmyeyesandfelthim

wipingmedownthere.Iwasslowlydriftingoff...

WhenIwokeup,hewasn'tthere.Itriedgetting

up...yho!Thepain?Beyondexplaining.Istoodup

andactuallytooktimegettingtothebathroom,Isat

onthattoiletseatthinkingotherwisenow:'(he

knockedonthedoorandwalkedinwithabottleof

Savlon,helookedatmesmilingthenranabath

pouringinthatSavlon

Him:"getin,you'llbefine"

Me:"mxm"

Thesmirkonhisface:'(Igotupandwalkedinside

thebathsoakingmyselfinthere,legswideapart:v

funaingenedeeplesavlon.Heleftmetherethen

walkedinagainwiththebeddingsheets..hewashed



thesmallstainofbloodinthesinkthenwalkedback

outwiththesheettothelaundryroom.Icameout

onlywhenthewatergotcold,Idriedmyselfandfelt

mypussy...thelipsdidfeelkindaswollenabit.Yes

thepainsubsided,onlyabit,cozIcouldstillfeelit.I

walkedtothebathroom...woremypajamapantslol

kuseminiphof:/andhisvest,thebedwasmadeso

ndavelandakhwelakuyotooktheshawlontopofit

ndazigquma.Aftersometimehewalkedin,Icould

smellfreshcoffeebutIdidn'twannaeat...Iwanted

thepaintogoaway.Fast.Heputthetrayonthe

headboardsidestandandgotinbed,huggingme

throughtheshawl

Him:"sthandwasam"?

Me:"mh"

Him:"vukautye"

Me:"mh.hm"

Him:"please"

Me:"nothungry"



Wathulabutakasuka...Heslowlyremovedthisthing

coveringmyheadandoureyesmet,myeyeswere

teary.Hewipedthetearsandkissedthetipofmy

nose

Him:"I'msorryifIhurtyou"

Inod

Him:"youdon'twannatalk"?

Me:"no,justhugme"

Him:"come"

Wehugged...foralongtime.

Me:"ha!ababeIneedpainkillers"

Him:"forwhat"?

Ndamjamela...wahleka...where'sthefunnyparthere?



:/

Me:"uhlekanton"?

Him:"babe,noamountofpainkillerswillnumbthat

kindapain,letnaturetakeitscourse"

Me:"you'rekidding...myentirelowerbodyfeelslike

itsonthornsorsomething"

Him:"you'llbefine,inafewhoursORdays"

Me:"days?OhGod!WhathaveIgottenmyselfinto"

Him:"hehbabe?Bucingbakuzobanjani"?

Igavehimthedeathstare...hebetternotaskmeshit

yaz!!!

Him:"okaysorry...butyouwillhavetoeatsomething"

Me:"I'mnotsickokay,I'llmakemyownfoodwhen

I'mhungry"

Him:"usure?CozIdon'tseeyougettingoutofthis

bedtoday"



Me:"mxmuyadikashame.Stru"

Him:"Iknow...butphezukokondiyathandwa"

Ipulledmyshawlandcoveredmyhead...whowould

havethought?Me,givingmyselfovertoagangsta?

Lolbuthewaspatientwithme.Hereallywas...and

honestlyeventhoughIfeltpaineddownthere,Iloved

himevenmore...Ilovedthismanwitheveryatomin

mybody.

Thisisanewjourney...anewonealtogether!
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Iwasn'tsleepingatall.Iwasjustlyingtherelistening

tomybody.Aftersometimehisphonerang,Idon't

knowwhyheleftithere.Itrangnonstop-_-Ididn't

evenwanttoknowwhoiscalling

Me:"baaaaabbbyyyyy"!!!!!



-cwaka

.

.

Hestoodbythedoor..k'theniengasabeli?

Him:"babes"?

Me:"yourphone"

Him:"whydidn'tyoupickitup"

Me:"closethedoorbehindyou"

Him:"Iwonderuzond'avoiderkudekubenini"

Me:"whosaidI'mavoidingyou"?

Him:"thenwhoyouavoiding"?

Ndathula,myheadwasstillunderthatshawl.He

tookhisphoneandleft.Whenthehungerbugreally

hitmehard?Igotoutofthebed,straightenedmyself

andwalkedtothedoor...mfanaitwaslikemythighs

hadacid:/likenotonlymypussywassorebutmy



thighstoo.Ibreathedinandtookthestepsoffaith

towardsthekitchenwhereImademyselfblack

coffeewithoutanysugar,breadonpeanutbutter

thenndayohlalaecamkwakheelounge.Helookedat

myfoodthenbackatmebutsaidnothing,hewas

busytalkingonthephone...

Iateupandwasalmostdonewhenheendedhiscall

Him:"babywhyusityathisdryfood"

Me:"Ifeellikeit"

Him:"eggs?Baconmaybe?Butthis"

Me:"Idon'twantanythingoily"

Helookedatmeandburstoutlaughing:/ndithenini

nahndaskendayicomediannamhlanje?

Me:"babe,don'tyouwannagotoyourfriends?Idon't

know,orgooutandgetsomefreshair"?

Him:"nope,I'mspendingmydaywithyou"



Me:"awundidike"

Him:"Iknow,that'swhyimstaying"

Igotupandwenttorinseezanto...hewaswatching

mewithasmile.WhenIcamebackIsatonanother

couchfarfromhim.Hewatchedmesmiling-_-like

bendidikwenyhansismilesakheheavenknows!

Me:"babeubagqibeleninoRanger?"

Him:"he'stheonewhowascalling"

Me:"Gudda?Marc"?

Him:"thismorning"

Me:"haveyoucheckedonbusiness?Bothlegitand

non-legit"?

Him:"babe,I'vegotgrownmenrunningthoseand

they'llmanagejustfinethisweekendwithoutmy

interferenceuntilnextweek"

Me:"mxm"



Hecametositnexttomeandtouchedmychin..Still

smilingo.O

Him:"youknowyou'redifferentfromanyothergirl

I'vebeenwith"?

Me:"guessIshouldjumpupanddown"

Him:"that...thatthingthatyoudo.Challenging

me,alwaysweighingwhatIsayordo"

Me:"youfeelthreatened"?

Him:"never...Iloveit.Ilovethefactthatyoudon'teat

outofmyhandthoughIdothinkitwillbeaproblem

inthelongrun"

Me:"Idon'twannalistentoyourbusinessspeechke

yazbabe"

Him:"mh...ononecondition"

Me:"what"?

Hekissedmylipsjustsotenderly...remindingmeof

whatwesharedearlier.



Iwhispered..

Me:"Ihateyourightnow"

Him:"webothknowwhy"

Ipulledhimevencloserandkissedhim,thatresulted

inusmakingoutinthecouchandonceagain,hehad

wonmeover...there'snowayinhellIcouldturnback

now.Hetouchedplacesnooneelsehadtouched

before,donethingstomybodythatnoonewillever

beabletodolikehedoesthem.Istoppedand

lookedstraightintohiseyes

Me:"Ineedyoutopromisemeonething"?

Him:"anything"

Me:"don'teverhurtme"

Him:"Ipromise.I'dneverhurtyou,Iloveyoutoo

much"

Me:"I'mbeingserioushere"



Him:"I'mserioustoo...LookIknowyour

fears,rememberI'mtheonewhoaskedyoutodo

research?SoIknowwhatyou'refearing"

Me:"itsnotlikeIdon'ttrustyou,Ido"

Him:"butyoustillfearthatmytemper,rageand

everythingelsethatgangstasgothroughwillharm

you"

Me:"amIbeingparanoid"?

Him:"no...andthankyoufornotbottlingthisup"

WesatupandjustcuddledforashortwhilebeforeI

pushedhimoverandtooktheremotecontrol.He

chuckledandwenttothekitchen,returnedwithatub

oficecream...

me:"kushushu"?

him:"myinsidesareflaminghot"

me:"youneedtoseeadoctor"

him:"nope,you'lldojustafinejobcoolingme



down...alongwiththis"

me:"damnyourmindneedssomethoroughspring

cleaning"

hethrewmewithacushion:vIthrewitback.
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LateronhereceivedacalltogoandpickupSino,he

suggestedwegotogether

Me:"nahI'llpass"

Him:"pleasemylove,youneedtogetoutandget

somefreshair"

Me:"I'llstandbythewindowandgetfreshair"

Him:"baby"

Me:"whynow"?

Him:"Idon'twannadrivealone"

Me:"askyourdrivertodriveyou"



Him:"weekendoffsinceIplannedtostayindoors

witchu"

Me:"nowIhavetogoupthosestairsandget

dressed?Mxm"

Him:"Icancarryyouupthestaircase,carryyouto

thecareven"

Me:"you'rebecomingweirdereachday"

Him:"blameyourself"

Irolledmyeyesathimndaphakamaandwent

upstairstogetdressedintoblacktights,blackpolo

neckandjustahoodieadofcozsneakersthenI

wentdown.Chumacalledhim

Him:"yintonngoku"?

Her:"youdon'thavetoactlikeadramaqueenyou

know"?

Him:"Chuma"

Her:"okayshoIgetyourupsetaboutyesterday"



Him:"upset?Yhelasaywhatyouwannasayorjust

shutup,yintonngokuwangenwazizimbozika

Anelisa"?

Her:"Iwantedtoapologize"

Him:"thengoahead"

Her:"really"?

Him:"mxmandinaxeshalayokeleinto"

.

Me:"canwego"?

...hegotup,tookhiscarkeyswhilestilltalkingonthe

phonesaphumaandwenttothecar

.

Her:"I'msorryIoverreacted"

Him:"okay"

Her:"Owewantstocomebacktoyourhouse"

Him:"IonlyhavetotomorrowherethenI'mflyingto

Jo'burgMonday"

Her:"talktohim,izobangathkuyendimloungafuniyo



ezeapho"

Him:"I'llcallhim,I'mdrivingrightnow"

Her:"okaybye"

Him:"sho"

Theyhungup..Helookedatme.Iwasn'tpaying

attentiontohim,didn'twantto.

Him:"Owewantstocomeback"

Me:"soyoufetchinghim"?

Him:"no...makahlalenomamakhe"

Me:"mmh"

WedrovetoPhiliphiandhegotoutandwentto

fetchSino,shewassodirty:/shehadfood,mudand

otherstainsallover.Hewasticklingher,throwingher

intheairastheycametothecar...hebuckledherat

thebackandgotinanddroveoutoftheplace.



Him:"nana"?

Her:"daddy"

Him:"bekummandikwamakazi"?

Her:"e.esityeichokieziniiiiiinzi.Ukhonaumama

endlini"?

Hesmiledandlookedatme...Iturnedandlookedat

her

Me:"hey"?

Herfacelitup

Her:"mama!!!YhoIgotmudonmyclothes"

Me:"whydidyouplayinthemud"?

Her:"bingendim..itwasOlo"

Me:"mmh"



Wathula...tatakhewamjongaakathethafuthi

Him:"wantanything"?

Her:"ha.aIwannawatchcartoons"

Him:"babes"?

Me:"ShakefromSteers"

Him:"butitscold"

Me:"IthinkIknowthat"

Him:''thenwe'redrivinghome,won'thaveyou

missingclassesbecauseuzondingxolelangeflue"

:/wedrovestraighthome.WhenwereachedhomeI

wentinfirstfollowedbysinothenhecameinlast.

Him:"sowhatwehavingforsupperguys"?

Her:"Maasnompolokoqo"

Him:"ufunaamasibaby"?



Her:"ewetata"

Him:"okay,tatauzokuphekelaamasi...Baby"?

Me:"mh"

Him:"doyoueatMaas"?

Me:"I'doptformilk"

Him:"okaykewe'lleatthat"

Ijoinedininthekitchenandwatchedhimcook...for

futurepurposes.

Him:"andinongayityikemnainyamajustcozkutyiwa

amasi"

Me:"unewaste"

Him:"Idon'tcare..."

Hedefrostedsausageandfrieditwhilecooling

umphokoqothenImadeforSinousingMaas,my

ownhadmilkanddaddy'shadMaasaswell.When



wewerealldoneweatethesausagethenhetold

sinoitsbedtimebutshehadtobathfirst,Iofferedto

bathherandshewasthrilledsahambake

ndayomvasa

Her:"mama,uyamazuOlo"?

Me:'no"

Her:"mntanakaAnelisa"

Me:"howoldisOlo"?

Her:"likkle...Olocannotrunlikeme"

Me:"didyouseeAnelisa"?

Her:"akekhokamakazi"

Idecidedtonotgofurtherwiththisconversation,I

bathedher,gotherdressedthentuckedherin

switchingofthelight.

Her:"Iloveyoumama"



MygoshImeltedinside,she'ssoocutê _̂

Me:"Iloveyoutoonana,goodnight"

Her:"goodnight"

Iclosedherdoorandwenttoourroom...Iundressed

preparingtogoinbed.Tomorrow'smylastday

aroundhereandIwantedtogoout8-|ItoldmyselfI

won'tbeheldprisonerandbesides,IowedMish

lunchsoImightaswelldoitnow.IworemyPJsand

gotinbed...CalledAmish

Her:"Iwonderwhichghostlostyou"

Me:"ghostAmish"

Her:"hayfokofchomi,unjani"?

Me:"I'mgoodhey,you"?

Her:"I'mboredyho"

Me:"youdidn'tgohome"?



Her:"no...there'stoomuchdramaathomeIcouldn't

handleit,I'dratherbeboredalonehere"

Me:"well...CanIbringsomelightintoyour

gloominess"?

Her:"don'tforgetaSavannahwhenyou'rebringing

thatlight"

:v

Me:"mxmfstek!I'mtakingyououtforbrunch

tomorrow"

Her:"hahayeahright,funny"

Me:"Iwasn'ttrynabefunny"

Her:"chomi!You'rebackwiththatrubbish?Again?

Yhu"!

Me:"yourmindthough?!Sowhattimeisrightfor

you"?

Her:"let'smakeittwelve"

Me:''bringyoursexyass"



Shelaughedandwehungup...afteralotofminutesI

heardbabyfuminginangerdownstairsIgotoutof

thebedandwenttocheckhimout,hewastalking

withtheBluetoothheadsetdevicepacingthelounge

evenusinghishands....

Gudda:"kalokbraebengekhouMarcsondazama

uzngenelaIdidn'tknowthatI'mbeingfollowed"

Him:''youbetternottellmemycarhasonescratch!

Whathappenedtonotdrivingtothewarehouse

alone?You'rechangingrulesnow"?

Gudda:"askiesboss"

Him:"uphuRanger"?

Gudda:"andmazbossakayibambiIphoneItried

callinghimbeforecallingyou"

Him:"youbettergetholdofRangerorMarcusinthe

nexttenminutesbecauseifIcomemyself,you'll

greetyourteeth-lessgreatgrandpaI'mtellingyou"

Thenhethrewthedeviceacrosstheroom,satdown



andburiedhisfaceinhishandsbetweenhisknees.I

waitedtenminutesonpointandthenIwalked

down,Istoodrightinfrontofhimandtouchedhis

head...helifteditandlookedatme,veinsall

out..eyeballsturningred,handsandteethclenched

Me:"you'regoingtowakeSinoup"

Hejustlookedatme...

Me:"wannatalkaboutit"?

Heshookhishead,triedgettingupIblockedhisway

andsathimdownthenIsquattedonhimandlooked

himstraightintheeye...slowlythefearIhadwas

fading,Itouchedhisthrobbingtemplessoftlyand

kissedhim.Hedidn'trespond,IkeptonuntilIfelt

himwarminguptomybodyandhishandsfinally

loosingtheclenchandtouchingmywaistonboth

sides...wekissedforsolongIstoppedwhenIwas

surehewascalmndamjonga

Me:"cometobed"



Him:"noyougoahead,I'llfollow"

Me:"what'sstoppingyounow"

Him:"there'ssomethingIgottafix"

Me:"youcanfixittomorrowmorning"

Him:"baby"

Me:"baby...whathappenedtohavinggrownmen

takingcareofyourbusinesses?Allowthemtofix

theirmessthemselves.Iza"

Him:"youdon'tunderstand"

Me:"Idon'twannaunderstand,allIwantisyounext

tome"

Him:"I'lldothat..justlemmegoandfixlewayyenziwe

ngooGuddathenI'llcomebacktoyouIpromise"

Iletgoofhishandsandwalkedupthe

staircase,whenIreachedthetopIlookedbackat

him...



Me:"ifyouleavethishousetonight,makesureyou

don'tcomebackuntilIcallyou...thatcouldbewhen

I'mattheairportneedingYOURprivatejesttotake

mehome"

ThenIwalkedoutofhissightandgotinbed,Iplayed

'subwaysurf'ashecameinandsatonthebed

lookingatme,undercrosseyes,evenhislipswere

cursedintothinlayer

Me:"mybestfriendsarecows,thosesillyredeyes

won'tscaremeonebit"

Him:"youthinkthisisajoke"?

Me:"ifIthoughtsoI'dbelaughingbynow"

Him:"sowhatchusayingisIshouldallowthese

niqqaztoruinmybusiness?Letthemtearitdownto

piecesandjustsitbackandwatch"?

Me:"whywouldtheydothat"?

Him:"theyjustdid"!



Me:"didyouevertakeasecondandthoughtmaybe

you'reoverreacting"?

Him:"what?Ohcummon,nowtheblamesonme"?

Me:"mxmyou'renotlistening"

Him:"thenbecleartowhatexactlyyou'resaying"

Ilookedathimandlaughed...

Me:"youknowwhat?Dowhateveryouwanna

do,you'rethebossanyway"

Him:"ayikhokelentouythethayongoku"

Me:"whatdoesitmatter"

Him:"you'rereallybeingimpossiblerightnow"

Ididn'tanswerhim,Ijustfocusedonmygame...he

gotupandpacedaroundtheroom...aftersometime

hewentdownstairstobringhisphoneswazibekaon

thedressingtablethenhewenttoshower.His



phonerangandayohoyatu,ifitsthatimportantthen

they'llhavetocallbackshame.Hecameoutwearing

boxers,hadatowelaroundhisshouldersandhesat

downgivingmehisback

Me:"checkyourphones"

Hegotup,checkedthephonesandcametobed.

Wangenanayeezingubeniandwejustlaytherenot

talkingtoeachother...Iwasnotgoingtofightwith

himtodayofalldays.Iputmyphoneasideand

sighed,wonderinghowI'mgoingtogetoutofthis

sinceI'mtheonewhostartedthisthingoftensionby

goingagainsthiswordwithlackofknowledge..ButI

thoughtIwasdoingtherightthingnje.

Me:"baby"

Him:"mh"

Me:"youangryatme"?

Him:"no"



Me:"pleasebehonest"

Hesighed...turnedtofaceme.

Him:"you'reright,IdotendtooverreactBUTthat's

howIknowtohandlethem,theyneverlistenwhen

I'mgentlewiththemtheythinkI'mweakand

mandithathelaphantsisoIcan'treallytakethat

chancewithmybusiness"

Me:"theydon'tthinkyou'reweak...youthinkyou're

weakwhenyou'renotharshonthem"

Him:"ha.ababydon'ttwistmywords"

Me:"mylove...Iknowyou'retoughandyouhavetobe

toughbutsometimesyouhavetobehumanlikethe

restofus,youhavekids,there'salsomeinthepicture

now"

Him:"Iknowthat"

Me:"thatmeansBeastshouldknowhisplace,his

placeisnotherewithus.HereWEwantNtando

maybeyourrangersandthrillerswantBeast,Idon't"



Him:"okay,IguessIunderstand"

Me:"Idon'twantyoutoprioritizebecauseofme...I

wantyoutodothatbecauseyoubelieveitsbestfor

allofus"

Him:"babyhowoldareyouagain"?

Me:"babykhawme"

Hekissedme...Ismiled,atleastheknowshowIfeel

now.
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IwatchedhimswitchingoffthelightsthenIcuddle

uptohim

Me:"aw'libelangauhambataBeast"?

Him:"nah,they'llmanage"

Me:"mmh"



HepulledthecoverssotheycoverusbutIwasn't

asleep,he'stheonewhosleptbeforeme.Asdeepas

hewassleepingIslippedawayfrombedandwentto

standbythewindow,justthinking...ThenIsawa

flickeringredlightfrombehindthehedgebythepool

area.IthoughtitsmyparanoiauntilIsawthree

humanfiguresfollowingalongtheredlightIwalked

backwardsslowlyuntilIbumpedonthebedandpat

himonhisarmsoftly

Him:"mmh"?

Iansweredinmoreofawhisper

Me:"wakeup"

Him:"babewhyyouwhispering"?

Me:"Ierhm...Justwakeup"

Hesatup,theroomwasstilldark...hetouchedme

justtobesureIthink



Me:"IthinkIsawthreeintrudersattheback"

Him:"when"?

Me:"justnow...theyhavearedflickeringlightleading

them"

Him:"oh...canyougetSinoforme,azolalaaphawhile

Iattendtothat"

ItiptoedtoSino'sroomandcuppedhertothemain

bedroom,putherinbedandwatchedasBeast

checkedhissecuritysystemonhislaptop

Me:"and"?

Him:"oneisinside...theyareatotalofsix.Here'sthe

threeyousawattheback"hesaidthatpointingat

thescreenwhichwasindicatingmovement

Him:"they'llstaybythepoolside,iftheywalkbeyond

that,myalarmwillsetoff"

Me:"andthey'resmart,theywon'tdothat"

Him:"somymainfocusistheonewhoishere...in



thelastgateleadingtomyundergroundparkingand

accessentrance"

Me:"coulditbesomeoneyouknow"?

Him:"itsnotoneofmypeopleifthat'swhatyou

mean...butitcouldbesomeonewhoknowsme"

Me:"don'tyouthinkyoushouldcallyourfriends"?

Him:"yeah...Pleasepassmemyphone"

Iwenttotakeonephoneandgaveittohim,hecalled

Ranger

Range:"shoboss"

Him:"uphi"?

Range:"dladlenibosszkhiphani"?

Him:"Ineedyoutocomeoveratmycrib,Ihave

intruders.Six.BringGuddaandThrillerwithyou"

Range:"shoboss"

Him:"shot"



Isatdown,anxious.Inmymindndiyazbuzaba

ndingathiniifMarcuswouldfindoutI'mherewithhis

bestfriend?Hisboss?Iwasalsoscaredofdyingfar

awayfromhome:'(butIdidn'twannashowitqhake

hesawitbeforeIcouldhideandlieaboutit,Ifelthis

warmstrongarmsaroundme.

Him:"y'allaresafebabydon'tworry"

Me:"okay"

Him:"Imighthavetolocky'allinherewhentheteam

arrives,justincasetheyseeyou"

Me:"can'twelockourselvesin?We'llremovethekey"

Him:"noproblem"

Hekissedmyforeheadthenwewenttocheckonthe

system,

Guddacalled:



Beast:"Gud'"?

Him:"singenengaphigrootman"?

Beast:"usethesameentrancebut,theunderground

route"

Him:"shoboss"

Hehungup

Him:"love"?

Me:"mh"?

Him:"lockthedoor"

Me:"you'regoingout...inboxers"?

Him:"yep,I'mnotfighting,I'monlygoingdownto

watchmymenfightoffthedemons"

Me:"you'refullofyourselfyouknowthat"?

Him:"loveyoutoo"



Hewalkedout,Ilockedthedoorandsatdown

lookingatthelaptop.Iheardsoundsfaintlybut

nothingIcouldmakesenseon.Ilookedat

Sino,AnelisaisonebravewomanItellya.Leaving

yourchildbehind?Withamanyouknowisathug?

He'sneveraroundandyoutrusthimwithyour

daughter?Itookmyphoneandchargeditndahlala

emlindwenihayabadebabuyendangenaezingubeni

cozitwascoldasusual.Iclosedmyeyesprayingto

Godthatwhenwewakeupinthemorning,thiswhole

nightmarewillbeover.

Hemusthaveopenedforhimselfcozmnandivuke

ekhonawhenwokeupintheweehoursofthe

morning

Me:"morning"

Him:"hey"

Iwenttothebathroomndabuyandajongaonthe

othersidendalalaagain...Iknewhewasn'tasleep

butIdidn'twannatalkrightnow,Iwantedto



sleep...untildaybreak:)cozIhadabigdayaheadof

metoday.

.

Acoupleofhourslaterweallwokeup,hebathed

firstasIwentdowntomakebreakfastforthethree

ofus.ImadecontinentalbreakfastandSinowalked

in

Her:"mama"?

Me:"mmh"?

Her:"uyaphiutata"?

Me:"andimazi,uyahamba"?

Shenod,Idishedupandwewenttothelounge.He

camedowndressedinjeans,blackpoloneckjersey

andTimbalandsandhejoinedus

Him:"I'llbeoutforacoupleofhours"



Me:"Ihaveanappointmentfor12"

Helookedatme...:/

Me:"what"?

Him:"appointment?Withwho"?

Me:"afriend"

Him:"soyou'rewillingtorisk...justforthisfriend"?

Me:"I'llbefine...justbebackbythenforSino"

Him:"sure"

Wehadaquietbreakfast,hekissedbothofusand

left.IbathedsinoandwarmlydressedherthenI

bathedmyselfandgotreadyformybrunchwithmy

friend.Iworeblackrippedskinnyjeans,vestand

royalbluepoloneckalongwithmatchingstilettos

thenIclippedmyhairndapholakendalindaloabuye.

AmandacalledtomakesureIwasn'tbluffing:v



Me:"hey"

Her:"hey,areyouseriousaboutthisbrunch"

Me:"yeah"

Her:"okaykeseeyouat12"

Me:"sharp"

Sinosuggestedweplaypoppie-huis:vthingsIused

toplaywhenIwenttothefarmswithdad(MrSmith)

backinthedaywhenIwasstilllivingintheircottage

withmymom...IchangedthejeanscozIknewI'llget

dirtycrawlingonthefloorwiththiskid,IworemyPJ

pantssadlalake...Tatakheonlyreturned12:15andI

wasn'tevengonnaaskhimaboutitemnkeeyazbaI

havesomewheretobe

Him:"baby"?

Me:"huh"?

Him:"youshouldgetgoingwhileIvorisstillaround"



Me:"ohokay"

Istoppedplayingandwenttogetdressedand

refreshmymakeupthenIwalkeddownandsaw

themplaying,shewaslaughinguncontrollablywhile

hewasticklingher

Me:"erhm....seey'alllater"

Him:"youlookbeautiful,andithinana"?

Her:"ewemhlemamamsana"

Me:"thankyouguys"

Him:"canIwalkyoutothecar"?

Ididn'tevenhavetoanswerthat,hewalkedmeout

leavingSinotoplaywithhisphone.Wewalkedtohis

car,heopenedthedoorIgotinhefollowed,Ivor

wasn'tinside.



Him:"yousureyouwannadothis"?

Me:"yep,don'tworryyourselfI'mabiggirl"

him:"youknowwhatalmosthappenedlastnight

right"?

me:"yesbutlikeIsaid,I'mabiggirl"

Him:"kay,comehere"

Hepulledmychinandwekissed.LolIwasn'tsure

whetherthiswasjustakissorsomeseductivekiss

topullmyheadawayfromthisbrunchideabutit

surelywasn'tworkingcoznoteventheeventsoflast

nightweregonnastopmerightnow.

Me:"loveyou"

Him:"loveyoutoo...Iwasthinking"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"Ispokewithmomonthephoneearlier

today,maybeIshouldtakeSinoovernamhlanje

singahambesigqithaxandikugodusa"



Me:"oh...okay"

Him:"thisplaceisnotsafeforher...soI'mtakingher

whenthejetisbacklatertoday"

Me:"okay...hopefullyI'llbeback...justtoseeheroff"

Him:"yeahhey..ohhere'sIvor"

Heremovedhiswalletandgavemecash:/Ilooked

himintheeye

Me:"nobaby,theoneIhaveisenough"

Him:"ohcummon"

Me:"please...keepit,Sinooryourmommightneedit

whenyou'retakinghertoEL"

Him:"Ihaveenoughandyouknowit,besides,ifyou're

goingoutthatmeansyoumightseesomething

you'dliketobuy.Justtakethemoney"

Me:"rathertransferthemoneyintomyaccountke"

Him:"okay,inatypeinyouraccountnumber"



:)

Me:"naah,sinceyoufoundoutaboutmybirthday

withoutmyhelp,findthisoneouttoothentransfer

themoney"

Him:"heeebabyudlalaiimindgames?Okay"

me:"uzukheungahambiudlalenomntakho"

him:"yesma'am"

Hekissedmylips,bitingthebottomlipandgot

out...Ivordrovemeoutofthehouse.ItextedAmish

tomeetmeattheV&AwhereIvordroppedmeoff

andhemusthavebeeninstructedtowaitformecoz

ndimboneengahambi,Iwentbacktohim

Me:"youcangoandcomebackmaybeaftertwo

hours"

Him:"okayma'am"

IlefthimndayaKuFriend,wefoundagoodplaceto



munchandweorderedupsatya...knowingAmanda,I

wasinitforreal:vshegon'askalotofquestionstill

shegetsanswers!!
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Weatesomesteak:p

Her:"chomioutwithit,what'sgoingon"?

Me:"what'sgoingonwhere?IowedyoulunchsoI

cametoretrieveit"

Her:"youcameallthewayfromJo'burgjustformy

lunch?ChomamIwrittenDUMBonmyforehead"?

Ilaughedather

Her:"soyou'rebackwiththatloser"?

Me:"withwho?Landile"?

Her:"duh"



Me:"never!Ithinkhe'sbetteroffwithhis

Ovayo,bayafanelanaanyway"

Her:"oohthankGod!But,whereareyoufromnow"?

Me:"I'mfromaround,butI'mleavingtoday"

Her:"ohwow,you'relivingthelifeChom"

Me:"somethinglikethat...sohow'sYOURlife,enough

aboutme"

Haikewewentonandon.Wewentinsidethemall

forsomewindowshoppingandwhilestillatit,my

phonebeepedandIsawthebanknotificationofa

deposit:vdamnituNtandocangototheextremes

yaz...

Me:"erh,ChomcanIplsmakeaphonecall"?

Her:"someoneimportant"?

Ilaughedanddialedhisnumbermovingawayfrom

her..



Him:"SibongileTrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"damnyintonngathulifundakwiregister"

Him:"Trinalique...Uhm..HowaboutNalique?YeahI

likethatone"

Me:"mxmuyadikashame"

Him:"thenwhydidyoutaketimeoffyour

appointmentandcallme?Youmissedme"?

Me:"me?missedyou?Hellno...but,I'dliketoknow

whyyousentsomuchmoney?Itsevenalotmore

thantheoneyouwantedtogivemeinthecar"

Him:"I'mjustspoilingyou"

Ilookedaround,Amishwasneartheunderwear

section:p

Me:"wouldhavebeenniceifyouwereherewithme"

Him:"mmh,butyoudecidedtoleavemebehind"



Me:"especiallysinceI'mhavingdifficultieson

whethertochoosesatin,orlace"

Him:"babedon'tdothis...worseI'llbetraveling"

Me:"shouldIchoosetheonewithpinkorredribbons?

Oh,they'rebothblackitsjustthedetailsthatI'mnot

clearon"

Him:"baby"

Me:"or..IthinkIlovethisstraplessone.Ithada

paddedbraandsheerlacethatreachedjustabove

thebutt,thesecondpieceisjustsheerlace.Yep,I

lovethisone"

Him:"you'reenjoyingthisaren'tyou"

Amishwascomingmyway...

Me:"byebye"

Him:"heee!Zandixakwe"

:v



IhungupndakhawlelauChom

Her:"tchin,thiscallmustbeimportant"

Me:"I'mdone...sowhatwebuying"?

Her:"ifonlyyou'repayingthenIhavesomething

pleasingtotheeyethatIsaw"

Shepulledmetowardstheunderwearaisleandshe

pickedupanoutrageouslyexpensiveandsexy

number:DIcouldn'tresisttoo.Ichosetwofor

myselfthenwewentontopayatthetillssahamba

Windowshoppinghereandthere,buyinghereand

there.Wewenttoakiddiesshopthatseemedto

haveeverybrandnameyoucanthinkof,Ibought

TimbalandsforSino:vzosindwaathisaa,Ibought

hertwoheeledshoesandtwoChuckseblacknenye

eRedsothat'satotaloffiveshoes..



Her:"chomi,yousaidEve'schildisaboy?Whoyou

buyingfor"?

Me:"ohI'mbuyingformyfriendskids...itsjustaLil

surprise"

Her:"ohokay...aretheygirls"?

Me:"yeah''

Her:"okay,comeseethisside"

IfollowedherandboughtanewPJthreepiece,three

pairsofsocks,beaniesandgloves.Boughttwo

skinnyjeans,Polonecks,bomberjacketandalong

coat..thenIboughtherapairofvestsanunderwear

packoffive.Wewenttopayup,Iswipedngalemali

katatakhe,Iknewshe'llbethrilledandIdidallofthis

becauseyoucan'treallygoanywherewithoutthe

enoughclothingworsekubanda,ifhermotherdidn't

thinkofit,thatdon'tmeannathiwecan'tthinkforthe

kid.Wewenttoothershops...Sheboughtabagfor

herself,Iaskedtopayforittheneverythingelseshe



paidforherself.Iboughtafewthingsfor

myself,boughttworedunisext-shirtswritten

ThugLifeonthefront.Icouldn'tbutanythingelsefor

baewithoutMishnoticingandaskingquestionsso

wejustlefttheshopandgotourselvescoffee..Sathi

sisancokolandevaizwithatistoofamiliarI'mtelling

you...Itwascomingfrombehindme

Her:"nankuSoso"

Icouldn'tturncozhewasalreadyhere...soIwaited

forhim.

Him:"awsesexyfriendnakulengqele"?

Her:"Soso"?

Him:"hi...Hey,sothisiswhatfriendshipishuh?You

don'ttellyourfriendwhenyou'reincapeTown"?

Me:"well...IknewIwouldntstaylong"

Hepulledachairandjoinedus...theexpressionon

Amanda'sface:v#pricelessshewasfedupforreal.



Him:"youlookgood...yellowbonegood"

Me:"youdon'tlookbadyourself,unjani"

Him:"I'mtired.YhobabyI'mtiredofauntFaithinthat

househeeewenaawnapicture,awnayoneframeke

futhi"

Iwaslaughing...LikeGodknowsIneededthiskinda

freshair.

Me:"what'sshedonenow"?

Him:"yho!Shecameback...Lastweek,itfeelslike

she'sbeenheresinceforever"

Me:"wellshe'syourmom"

Him:"youknowwhatgetstome?Thatstupid

bitchassniqqadoesn'tevenseelentoyenziwa

ngumamakhe...solokoI'mtheoneonthewrong"

Her:"Landilewillneverseeyourmotherforwhoshe

is...bynowyoushouldknowthat"

Him:"Amanda!Landileisonehelluvadumbass"



Me:"youdon'tgettospeakofhimlikethat"

Her:"you'remad!He'sajerk"

Me:"ha.aguyspls...Soso?Meandyoubothknow

he'sagoodguydespiteyourmom'sinfluence"

Him:"Idon'tknowanymorehey"

Me:"justgivehimsometime...he'llseeherforwho

sheis"

Him:"haythat'llbetoolate...I'mleavingtheminthat

house"

Her:"why?Uyaphi"?

Him:"renting...atleastI'llbeOvayo-freetoo...yenyeI

nausealeyo"!!

:v:vwesuredidlaughatthat.

Him:"I'vebeenacceptedatRhodessoI'mgoingto

Grahamstownnextyear"

Me:"you'reevenchangingschools"?

Her:"thismustbebad"



Him:"mh,benditheaninapictureNina.But,Ihaveto

run,babywaminobauyilila"

Me:"babywakho"?

Her:"thatNigerchick"?

Me:"Niger?Whoah"!

Him:"yep.."

Her:"what'shername?Chwukunamunso"?

Amandausilekexaethanda:v:v

Him:"heee!Haycummon,hernameisChichi"

Her:"Iwasclose"

Me:"whereisshe?WhyamIonlyfindingoutabout

hernow"?

Him:"Ileftheratthesalon...kalokufriendunqabile"

Me:"phonecall"?

Him:"aaaw,yakhweleta?Comehere"



Hestoodup,huggedmefromthesidewahlekao.O

kaphilangalona,hehuggedAmishandleft.Myphone

rang...IwashesitantbutIpickedup

Me:"hi"

Her:"mama"?

Me:"heysweety...what'sup"?

Her:"daddysaysI'mgoingtokhulu"

Me:"yeah..Canyougivehimthephoneplz"

Him:"we'reabouttoleave,uzobuyawhattime"

Me:"I'mdone"

Him:"soweshouldwait"?

Me:"please"

Him:"okay...I'llsendIvortopickyouup"

Me:"thanks"

.



.

LoleyamIchomiisthenosiestpersonafter

Evelyn,shewasready,allearspluckedoutlike

chickenfeathers

Her:"who'sthehim"?

Me:"afriend"

Her:"heee!Thesamefriendyoucametovisithere"?

Me:"amishplzstopplayingdetectiveonme"

Her:"mmmh!Mkmkmk!Friendableunendoda

entshaandIdon'tknowhim"?

Ijustlaughed...Ivorsentamessage,Ihugged

Amandaandwedepartedtoourseparateways,I

wenttothecarwandigodusa.WhenIreachedhome

hehelpedmewiththebagsandwentinside.Ntando

wassittingdownwatchinghiscartoonswithhis

daughter,sherantomewhensheheardthedoor

openandshehuggedmylegslolIputonebagdown

andpickedherupandkissedherchubbycheeks.



Ivorjustputthebagsandleft...uyadika

lona,akancokolinoncokolaoku.

Me:"soyou'releavingmealonehuh"?

Her:"daddysaidso,blamehim"

Me:"hayIblamethetwoofyou.Youtwoarenotmy

friendsshame"

Iputheronthefloorandsatdowncrossingmyarms

acrossmychest...Shewenttohimwithherhands

onherhips,ineshorilentwazana.

Her:"yabonakedaddy"?

Him:"butbaby-"

Her:"look,mamaisupsetnow"?

Him:"tellheryouloveher,Iknowshelovesyoutoo"

Shecamebackandclimbedthecouchsoshecan



touchmyface

Her:"Iloveyoumama...don'tworryneh?I'llcome

backagain"

_̂̂Ijusthuggedher...she'sthecutestthing,after

Boobooofcoz:v

Him:"youboughttheentiremall"

Me:"I'mmoniedmtchanam"

ItookSino'sbagsandgavethemtoher,shesmiled

andtookouteverythingonebyoneshowingdaddy

ezinye.

Me:"Ithinkweshouldstartpacking,you'llbelate"

Her:"I'mtakingallofthis"?

Me:"wellthey'reyours"

Shethrewherarmsaroundmeinatightembrace.I



lookedatherfatherhewassmiling,admiringlyatus,I

winkedathim.

Westoppedandpackedeverythingforherthenwe

gotinthecarandIwentwiththemtotheairport,

whenwereachedtherewehuggedbahamba...I

returnedhomewithIvor.

Myfearnowwas...whatifthoseguysoflastnight

return?
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IwalkedinandlockedthenIwenttothekitchenand

madefoodformyselfha.athishousefeltlikean

emptyprisoncellwaitingforinmatestobepushed

in,itwassilentandquietIfeltlikeatotalstranger,I

tookthefoodupstairsandswitchedontheTVthere

ndatyaafteranhourorso,hecalledme

Me:"babe"

Him:"we'vejustlanded"



Me:"oh...hopefullyy'allgowell"

Him:"I'mworriedaboutyouthough"

Me:"I'llbefinedon'tstress"

Him:"babyIknowyouwerescaredkwalast

night...youshould'vecomewithusyaz"

Me:"honestly,Iamscaredoutchea"

Him:"Iknow.I'mthinkingofjustdroppingheroff

ndibuyesametime"

Me:"Idoubtyourmomwillallowthattohappen"

Him:"sheknowshowbusyIam...I'lltwisthersome

storydon'tworry"

Me:"kayke"

Him:"butinthemeantime,restassuredknowing

you'resafe.Theguysaretherekeepingwatch"

Me:"guys?Whoandwho"?

Him:"thrillerandGudda"

Me:"oh"

Him:"goodnightokay"



Me:"yousaythatasifyouwon'tcomeback"

Him:"I'lltrymybestbaby"

Me:"kaygoodnight"

Him:"willcallyouagain"

Me:"sho"

Wehungup...IatemyfoodndagqibathenI

undressedandgotunderthecovers.ItextedSoso

andAmishthenIclosedmyeyesndalala.

Myphonerangimmediately...Ilookedatthecaller

Me:"bigsis"

Her:"hey,yougood"?

Me:"I'mgoodyou"?

Her:"I'mgreat.Dudewhereareyou"?

Me:"I'mwhereyouleftme"

Her:"oh,IthoughtIsawyouincapetowntoday"



Me:"me?CapeTown?You?Today"?

Her:"yeah...Wewerepassingbutwe'reinDurban

rightnow"

Me:"somethingdoesn'taddup...youcamefrom

Jo'burg,passedthroughCTtogotoDurban?Areyou

guysokay"?

Shelaughed:/itwasn'tmakinganysense

geographicallyatallpsychologically.

Her:"weflewfromJo'burgtoCTlastnightto

accompanyhisFather,hehadaconferencewith

otherChiefsthatside.Soaftertheconference

insteadofflyinggoJo'burgweflewtoDubz,justfor

somepieceofsun"

Me:"ooohkay,nowthatthat'sclear...whenareyou

cominghome"?

Her:"Mondayevening,isLuubackyet"?

Me:"Ihaven'tseenhim"



Her:"Ihopehedoesn'tstayforthattwoweekshe

saidhewould,Ikindamissy'all"

Me:"atleastyou'llbebackevenifheisn't"

Her:"I'llbringyousomethingnice"

Me:"thankshey"

Her:"alrightgoodnight"

Me:"nightbabe"

Wehungup...Ireallywantedtosleepmyfearoff!

AndIdid.

Whenlateroninthenightmyphonerangso

dramaticallyIjoltedupinshockandlookedatit,I

wasgladitshimthough

Me:"mmh"?

Him:"plsopenthedoor,Ileftmykeysinside"

Me:"you'rehere"?



Him:"yeah"

Me:"oh..okay"

Ijumpedoutofbedandrandownthestairs...He

betternotbeplayingtricksonme.Iopenedtheeye

pieceonthedoorandsawhimtypingonhisphone,I

openedandwelcomedhimwiththewarmestof

hugs...myfears,allofthemjustdisappearedright

thenandthere.Heclosedandlockedthedoor...

Me:"Ididn'tcook"

Him:"let'sgotobed,I'mtired"

Hepulledmeupstairs,Igotinbedwhilehe

undressedandjoinedme....helayhisheadonmy

chest,hisbodyrestingbetweenmylegs

Me:"thankyou,thoughIhopethisneverhappens

again"



Him:"whatneverhappensagain"?

Me:"youhavingtoleaveyourmomwithouteven

sleepingathome"?

Him:"IpromisedtocomebackonWednesdaysoI

kindahaveto"

Me:"atleastI'llbegonebythen"

Him:"ingaskeungahambi"

Me:"that'snotupfordiscussion"

Him:"mmh,Iknow"

Ikissedthecrownofhisheadandwefell

asleep...nowIwasn'tsleepinginfearbutIwas

sleepinginpeacefullyknowingI'msafeinhis

arms,orrather,underneathhim...asthesituation

mighthaveit.

Ifelthimtouchingme,kissingmyneckwhileI'mstill

asleep,Itouchedhisfaceandhelookedup,cameup

andwekissed.Wehaven'thadachancetoreallydo



thisagainafterthedeflorationcozhe'sbusyand

there'sSinoonthesidesoIwaskindalooking

forwardtothisroundwithoutanyexpectationsof

pains...hetouchedmymound,massagingthebutton

totheextremesthatIstartedpantingandmoaning

inpleasure.Heliftedmytopoffwhilst

kissing,nibblingandbitingonmyskin...thenhewent

downonme,doingthingsI'dhaveonlyimagined.

WhenIwasready,heremovedhisboxersandknelt

betweenmythighsasheenteredslowlytakinghis

timebutmakingsureI'mcomfortable.Oncehewas

inside,Ireleasedmybreath,Iwasn'tevenawarethat

I'mholdingit...Isolongedtofeelthispleasurethat

I'vebeenhearingabout,Iwantedhissoul...andhe

gavemejustthat.Hetookawaymysoulin

exchangeofhis,Iknewrightthenwhenwereached

thepeaktogetherthatheisindeedtheoneI'vebeen

longingfor.Myclawsdugdeepontohisbackasmy

ownbackarchedfeelingthepleasuresofthe

forbiddenfruits...heheldontomybodyverytightas

hisbodystiffenedandmyownshiveredinunison

andpleasure.Wefinallybreathedwhenwecame

backtoreality...



Him:"Ican'tgetenoughofyou"

Me:"you'renotsupposedto"

Henibbledonmyneckleavingwettraces...Thenhe

turnedusaroundsoIbeontop,Ilookedathim

throughthethickblanketofdarkness

Me:"I'dliketothinkyou'renotasbadasIthought

youwerewhenIfirstsawyou"

Him:"mmh,I'mamaninlove"

Me:"doyouthinkitsagoodidea"?

Him:"I'mnotgrowinganyyounger...AtsomepointI

willhavetosettledown"

Me:"IwonderwherewillIbebythen"

Him:"haibowhat'sthat?Ucingbandizophinda

ndiphumeandgolookingforawife"?

Me:"ifthat'swhatyoumeanbysettlingdown"



Him:"baby,maslaleuzodeubhudengok"

Iclosedmyeyes,myheadonhischestandmywhole

bodyrelaxingonhim..

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"no,I,loveyouMissSmith"

Me:"night"

Him:"night"

Hepulledmeclosercoveringmybodywiththe

coversaswebothfellintothisdeepandrelaxing

sleep...forme?Itsnotjustanysleep:)I'dcallitsome

beautysleep.
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Hisphonewasringing...nonstopandIdidn'twanna

wakeupjustyetthoughIknewitcouldbemorning



already.Ipretendedasifandiyiva:/damnthecaller

waspersistent,totheextentthatIheardthreemore

otherphonesringing

Me:"babykhaphenduleeziphonepls"

Him:"itsAnelisa"

Me:"answerherkalokorputthedamnphoneson

silent"

Hedidn'tanswermebutIdidfeelhimmovinghis

armtoreachouttothephonesandthenitwentall

silent.Idon'tknowwhetherheswitchedthemoffor

putthemonsilentbutIactuallydidn'tcare...thiswas

mylastfulldayinCapeTownandIintendedon

spendingitwithHIMasmuchaspossible,thisthug

lifewillhavetowaittillI'mgonethenhisfull

attentionwillbegiventoit.Igavehimmybackbut

stillrestedmyheadonhisarm,hewassleepingon

hisbacksoheturnedandkissedmycheeksalala

still.



-

Iwaswokenupbymyownphone...Marcus:o

Me:"mmlow"?

Him:"you'restillasleep?Didyoucheckthetime"

Me:"whatisit"?

Him:"whatisit?TrinaliqueSmith"!!!

Yho...ndavelandatyhafa...thenmymindraced,whatif

thisniqqaisinJo'burg?Isatupstraightandcleaned

myeyes

Me:"boet,what'sup"?

Him:"nothing,I'mjustmissingyou"

Me:"thenhanddeliverthephonelikeyoupromised"

Him:"I'lldojustthat...otherwise,how'veyoubeen"?

Me:"wellI'dhavebeenbetterifyoudidn'twakeme

up"

Him:"itspasttenalready,youshould'vebeenawake



bynow"

Me:"anddowhat?WatchTVallday"?

Him:"mmh...whenisyoursistercominghome"?

Me:"shesaidtomorrowevening"

Him:"atleast"

Me:"whenlastdidyouspeaktoLuu"?

Him:"he'llbebackaftertwoweeks...hiswords"

Me:"Mumbaiseemstobenicer...Ibethe'sfound

himselfawife"

Weburstlaughing,babelookedupwithoneeyeopen

andturned,coveringhimselffacingtheotherway

Him:"Luke?Awife?I'dwalkfromheretoJo'burgin

12hours"

Me:"yeahwell...you'renotsodifferentfromhimyou

know"?

Him:"erhm...haveagooddayLilsis"



Me:"hahasoyoucan'tstomachthetruthwhenthe

tablesturn?Ohwow!HaveagooddayMarcus

Smith"

Him:"you'recockynowhuh"

Me:"me?Never"

Him:"byebye"

Ilaughedashehunguponme..Iturnedand

removedthecoverfrombae'sheadandkissedhis

cheekthenIpulledhist-shirtandworeitwhileiwent

tothebathroom...didmybusinessandcameback,it

wasstilltooearlytobath>_<Iaccidentallyknocked

oneofhisphonesanditfellonitsbackrevealinga

messageonthescreen,IfoughtmyselfsohardbutI

couldn'tresist.Ipickedupthephoneandlookedat

thesender...Anelisa,notjustone,butthreemessage

notifications,myfingersweretappingmindlesslyon

thephonebutIpulledmyselftogetherandputthe

phonebackwhereitwas,justbyseeingthenameof

thebabymommaIlostinterest.Igotdressedinmy

PJpantsandwalkeddownstairs,mademyself



coffeewithrusksandwenttotheloungecuddling

myselfup...Ihavesuchasmallheart,Iwantedhim

alltomyselfbutthatwasimpossible.Heisa

peoplesperson,heisafathertotwopeoplealready

andhe'sabossonmanylevelstomanypeople...I

don'treallyseehowandwhereIfitinhisworldatall.

ItsalreadyfullandjampackedandasmuchasI

wantedto,Icouldn'tseemyselfinhislife...likeasa

permanentpartner,maybehestillhadawifeout

therewaitingforhim.Butndiyamthandanjewhatam

Isupposedtodotofithere?IknewIcouldn'treally

tellhimallofthiscozhe'dreassuremethatIdon't

needtofitinunknowingthathisworldandmyworld

areliketwodifferentworld'sapart.

Him:"thatmusthavebeenaverydeepcall,gotyou

thinkingsodeepungandivanobandiyathetha"

Isnappedoutofitandlookedathim,fakingasmile

thendrinkingmycoffee



Him:"okay,what'sgoingon"?

Me:"nothing...coffee"?

Him:"uhm..nothanks,I'mgoingoutforacoupleof

minutes"

Ididn'tanswerhimcozIwashopingwe'dspendour

lastdaytogether...Mondaymnaingqondoyam

izobasekhayandivukanje.
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Iwatchedhimgo..Iwasn'tgonnastophimtu.Ihave

toadmit,Idohaveaproblemwithcommunicating

myfeelingsandexpressingthem,maybeI'mafraid

I'llcomeacrossaspossessiveorsomething.He

walkedtothekitchenfirst,tookanapplethenwalked

out,passingwithakissonmylipsandleft,Isatthere

watchingtheblankspaceuntilmycoffeewas

finished.Iwenttobath,soakedmyselfinthebath

andblockedmyselfoutoftherealityworldsinking

deepintotheunknown.Iclosedmyeyesandtooka



deepbreathbeforegoingunderthewater...For.Few

minutesthemcomingbackup.Idrainedthewater

andcameoutwrappedinatowelndahlalaonthe

bedjustthinking...

Hecalled...

Me:"hi"?

Him:"yousounddown,youokay"

Me:"what'sup"?

Him:"baby"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"okaynevermind,I'monmyway"

Me:"cool"

Ihungupengekagqibi:/Ijustthrewmyphoneon

thebedandsearchedforclothestowearbutI

wasn'tinfeelingofgettingdressedatall:(Ijust

worehisvestandgotinbedagain.



LolLandilecalled...Likeo.Owhy?Imeanwhatthe

hellfor??

Me:"Titus"

Him:"hey,usharp"

Me:"yeahwena"

Him:"I'mcool,heardyouareinCT"

Me:"youmeanIwas"

Him:"oh,yougonealready?Iwashopingwecould

justcleartheair"

Me:"cabaKustuffykulendawoukuyocozever

wafunatocleartheairhuh"

Him:"cummon"

Me:"honestly?I'dratherstayawayfromyaasI

possiblycan...moveonbra,bewithOvayo,bethe

kindadadyou'vealwayswantedtobe"

Him:"problemis,Idon'tseeafuturewithher.I've



alwaysseenitwithyou"

Me:"pityyoucouldn'tholdontomewhenyouhada

chance...pity"

Him:"Iknowifwegiveeachotherachance,wecan

pullthisthrough"

Me:"Landile"

Him:"baby"

Me:"I'mnotyourbaby...andI'vemovedonfromthe

infatuationwehad,tryit,itworks"

Him:"butwebothknownomancouldeveloveyou

likeIdo"

Me:"true...Imean,theoneIhavenowlovesmorethan

youevercould"

Him:"he'sjusttwistingyourmind,whoeverheis"

Me:"Idon'treallyhavetimetolistentoyour

whines,haveaproductiveday"

Him:"I'mcomingtoJozinextweekend,canwe

pleasemeetup,forlunch"

Me:"I'llbebusy...sorry"



Him:"you'llbebusyoryoudon'twantto?Please,I'm

seriousIneedtotalktoyou"

Me:"yourneedsarenolongerprioritytomesoIdon't

reallycarewhatyouneedrightnow,allIknowisI

don'thavetimeforyou.Byebye"

Him:"justlikethat"?

Me:''justlikewhat"?

Him:"youmovedon,justlikethatandnowitsasifI

neverexistedinyourlife"

Me:"Ilearnedfromyouthatonecanmoveonjust

likethat...itshouldn'tsurpriseyou.Ibetyourmom

hasthisgreattheoryonhowtojuggletwogirlsat

thesametime..pityitdidn'tworkonme"

Him:"mymomhasnothingtodowiththis"

Me:"I'msure"

Ihungup.

Iwalkedoutofthebedtothekitchen...Iwaswearing

underwearandhisvestonlyanditwasn'ttoo



cold,justaverage:)Ithoughtofthequickestmeal

thatIcouldcookcozIwashungrybutIdidn'twanna

spendhalfthedayinthekitchen.Idefrostedsome

porkandsausagesthenIgrilledthemafter

marinatingtheporkinsweetchilliandspices.I

dialedhisnumbercozIreallydidn'twannacook

much...

Him:"babe"

Me:"plsbringbread"

Him:"okay,usharpphof"

Me:"ewe"

Ihungup.Uwuvileumyalezo.Icookedpapfor

him,madechakalakaonthesideandclosedthepots.

Iscoopedupicecreamonamediumsized

bowl,toppeditwithultramelvanillacustardthenI

wenttoplayvideosgameselounge.Marcuscalled

again...



Me:"boet"?

Him:"hey...Lizzyjustgavebirthafewhoursago,a

boy"

Me:"ohwow...congratulations"

Him:"and...IhadtheDNAdone,itsmine"

Me:"haha!Ohmyword...sonowIhavetwo

nephews?,plztakeapicforme"

Him:"Iwill...butyouandEvewillhavetocomeand

helpoutwheneveryoucan,she'snotstrongenough

justyet"

Me:"whenaretheydischargingher"?

Him:"I'mnotsureasyet,butthedoctorssaidthey

wannakeepherforawhile"

Me:"ohokay...I'lltalktoEveandwe'llseewhatwe

cando"

Him:"okaysharp"

Me:"youmustbeexcitedthough...beingadaddyfor

thefirsttime"

Him:"Iam...butI'malsoafraid"



Me:"of"?

Ay'phumi:o

Him:"nevermind.Bye"

Me:"oh...bye"

Hehungup.

Iheardbeastdrivingin,walkeduptothedoorand

unlockedit,Iwasstillplayingmy(His)videosgames

Him:"hey"

Me:"hey"

Him:"yourbread"

Me:"thanks"

IignoredhimafterthatandplayeduntilIreachedthe



highestscorebeatingthePerviouslyrecorded:v

thenItookmybreadandwenttothekitchen.He

followedandleanedbythedoorpost...

Me:"wannagetsomethingoffyourchest"?

Him:"what'sgoingonwitchu"?

Me:"how"?

Him:"youhave...Idon'tknow,moodswings"?

Me:"thenI'mtrulyawoman"

Him:"huh"?

Ikeptquiet,dishedupforhimthepapand

everything,puttheminatraywithtwoglasses

containingwaterandjuicethenIwalkedpasthim

ndayozibekakwicoffeetable,camebackanddished

outformyselfthemeatandbreadthenImade

myselfcoffeendaphindandamshiyaemepha

ndayotya.Hefollowedandateacoupleofspoons

wabekaicepheandlookedatme



Him:"sowhatwedoingtoday"?

Me:"youtheboss,Idon'tknow"

Him:"I'mthebo-?Okaywhatdoyouhaveinmind"

Me:"nothingatall"

Helookedatme...shookhisheadanddiginthefood.

Iateupandfinishedgqibakwamndayovasa

esisitya,hefollowedwithhisfoodwabekaonthe

sinkandthenstoodrightbehindmebreathingdown

myneck

Him:"Ihatenotknowingwhat'sgoingoninsideyour

heart"

Me:"whattimeamIleavingtomorrow"?

Him:"afternoon"

Me:"canIplsgointhemorning"?

Him:"why"?



Me:"doIhavetohaveareasonwhyIwannago

homeearly"?

Him:"nobut...somethingisupwithyoutoday.You

werejustfinelastnight...Ooohwait,itsthatcallka

Anelisa?Didyoubyanychancetakemyphone"?

Me:"whywouldIdothat"?

Him:"welltheonlylogicalexplanationforyour

coldnessisifyousawthemessagesshesentme"

Me:"ifI'veseenthemyouwould'veknown"

Him:"no...ifyou'vereadthemIwould'veknownBUT

ifyou'veseenthem...youwouldbelikethis"

Iwasdonewashingtheplates,Ipackedthem

withoututteringanotherword.Hepulledmyarmand

lockedmeupagainstthefridgelookingdeepandin

tomyeyesandthenkissedme...Ikissedhimback

wrappingmyarmsaroundhimandmeltinginhis

armsandthenhestoppedandputmeonmyfeet

Him:"youdon'thavetobeinsecure"



Me:"you'reonlysayingthatbecauseyouknowyou

aren'tcompetingwithanyone"

Him:''youdon'thavetocompetewithanyone,not

evenmywork.Iloveyou,onlyyouandI'ddoanything

justtoprovethattoyou"

Me:"carefulwhatyouwishfor"

Him:"I'mbeingserious"

Me:"okay...switchoffallphonefortherestof

today...andspendthedaywithme.Alone"

Him:"erh...WhatifI'mneededsomewherebythe

guys"?

Me:"yousee"?

Him:"okay...okaysharp,I'lldoit"

Me:"mh"

Iloosenedmyselffromhisembraceandcleanedthe

entirekitchenndahambandayohlalaelounge.
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Hefollowedandsatrightnexttomeholdingmy

hand

Him:"baby"

Me:"mh"

Him:"lookatme"

LolIdidn'twantto...Idon'tknowwhybutIseriously

didn'twanttolookathim,heendedupliftingmy

eyestomeethis

Him:"Ineedtoknowthatyoutrustme...completely"

Me:"Itrustyou"

Him:"noyoudon't...ifyoudidyouwouldn'tcare

whethermyexescallmeornotregardlessofthe

reasonwhytheycallinthefirstplace"



Ididn'tanswerhim...Ijustlookeddownatmyfeet

Him:"you'regoinghomengomso,willyouliveeach

daywe'reapartwonderingwhoI'mwith?Doingwhat

withthem"?

Me:"depends"

Him:"onwhat"

Me:"onwhetherIgetyouwhenIwantyou,wheni

call"

Him:"andifyoudon't?AwzoyicingabaI'mbusywith

somerealish"?

Okay...ndathulaagain.

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"mh"

Him:"Irepeat,you'vegottatrustme.Thisrelationship

hasbeenbuiltontrustfromthewordgoandit



shouldcontinueonthat.Wespentayearorso,ina

longdistancerelationship...Studyingandlearning

eachothernotevenmentioninganysexualdesires

andwesurvived"

Ibreathed...nowait,didIsigh?

Me:"wellitsdifferentnow"

Him:"it'sdoesn'thavetobe"

Me:"that'swhatyouthink..."

Him:"okay...putmeonthegreenlight"

Me:"Itrustedyouwithmysoulthistime,Igaveyou

whatdefinesme,Iopenedupmyselftoyou"

Him:"Iknow...formethatmeansyoutrustedme

enoughbylettingmeinsidewherenooneelseever

entered"

Me:"thenyououghttounderstandwhyIfeel

insecureandpossessiveofyou"

Him:"I'mtrying"



Ndathula...hedoesn'tgetit.Idon'tknowwhetherI'm

beingclearenoughorI'mjustrunningaroundin

circles.Istoodupandwentupstairs,allhisphones

werethere.Isearchedforezampahlandanxibathen

Iwentbackdownstairsandjoinedhimonthe

couch,IlaymyheadonhislapandwatchedTV

Him:"you'rereallysofteningme"

Me:"whichyou"?

Him:"me,Ntando"

Me:"thatshouldbeagoodthing"

Him:"mmh"

.

.

Wespentthedaytogether,watchingmovies,cooking

andplayingaround...justwhatIwanted,thebonding

sessionswithmyman.Heevensleptendlinistill

withthephonesswitchedoff...Wemadeloveall



night,thisthing....yiyoleindenzandimfunelekum

wonke.Yes...itsthisvulnerabilitythat'sbroughtby

thesesexualpassionsthatmakesmepossessiveof

him...butwhydoesn'theunderstandallofthis?We

layoneachother...bodytobody,skintoskinuntilthe

nextmorning.

WhenIopenedmyeyeshewasawake...watching

me,Ismiled...thisistheattentionI'vebeenlooking

for

Him:"you'rebeautifuleveninyoursleep"

Iblushed

Me:"morning"

Him:"youmeangoodmorning"

Me:"yeahthat...you'reinsuchagoodmood"

Him:"Isleptwell,didn'tyou"

Ikissedhisdrylips,howIwishedIcouldwakeupto

thismorningblisseverydayfromnow



Me:"thankyou"

Him:"for"?

Me:"everything...Ihadagreatweekendhere"

Him:"we'llhavemoreofthosehopefully"

Me:"hopefully"

Wekissedagainthenwewenttobathtogether...

Icameoutfirstandlotionedmybodystillwrapped

inatowel

Hefollowed..

Him:"weshouldgopastthechemistonourwayto

theairport"

Me:"who'ssick"?

Him:"youcouldbe...afterthatsessionintheshower"



Iwasblondforasec...damnitdawnedonmemy

eyesalmostpoppedout:o

Me:"flip!Wemustbefast"

Waskewahleka:/ntonehlekisayowhenIcouldbe

untimelypregnant?

Iworeadenimshirt/dresswithlongsleeveswith

whitechucksandtiedmyfakehairintoaneck-bun

andappliedminimummakeupthenIstarted

packing...everything,notevenleavingapinbehind.I

madesureallmythingswereintactandwet

downstairstowaitforhimanxibeagqibe,thenhe

alsowalkeddowncarryinghislaptopbagand

phones-_-

Him:"youready"



Me:"Iwasbornready"

HetookmybagandIfollowedbehindhim,gotinthe

carandIvordroveustothechemist,hewentinside

andboughtmetheafterpills.Idrankthemonour

waytotheairport...IwasprayingtoGod

ndingakulingendimitheIwouldn'tsurvivethe

humiliationandthatcrossquestioningfrommy

brothers...worseuMarcus!Iwassilentthroughout

thewayandwearrivedandboardedthejetstill

ndathula,hemovedawayfromhisseatandcameto

sitinfrontofme

Him:"hey"

Me:"sup"?

Him:"you'vebeentooquiet"

Me:"whatifI'mpregnant"?

Him:"you'renot...notthatIwouldhaveminded"

Me:"you'reinsane"



Hechuckled...

Him:"I'mserious...Iwouldn'tmindhavinga

multiracialchild"

Me:"multiracial"?

Him:"ohwaityou'renotwhitekanene"?

Thenhelaughed:(unjaniubabynankosiyam?

Me:"mxmkhasukephambkwamsani"

Him:"youknowIloveyou"

Me:"yeahwhatever"!

Whenwefinallylandedhiscarwasalready

waiting...Idon'tknowhowhedoesitbutIlikeit.We

drovemehome,hedidn'twalkmeinforsecurity

reasonsIwalkedinsideandmademyself

comfortable...Finallyhome!
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Ibathedandwalkedaroundnaked:Dlolbeinghome

andfree,nothavingtoworryaboutintrudersmoving

aroundthehouse.Isatdownandcalledhim...

Him:"itsonlybeenafewminutes"

Me:"andImissedyousomuch"

Him:"let'shavelunch"

Me:"uhm...Lunch?Okay,where"?

Him:"kulaShisaNyamayakho"

Me:"oohokay,let'smakeitlatelunchbythree"

Him:"okay,suitsme"

Me:"loveyou"

Him:"loveyoumoresthandwasam"

Iravagedmywalk-inclosetandsearchedfor

somethingtowear...Iwantedtolooksexyandfresh



mntanam.Itookoutredstilettosandalittleblack

jumpsuitwitharedclutchandtookoutmyredmatte

lipstick.I'msooogonnaenjoymyselfmtchanam...

IjustworemygownandslippersndaklinaIroom

yam,IhadnojetlagwhatsoeversoIusedthe

opportunitytocleanthehouse,notjustmyroombut

theentirehouse.WhenIwasdoneIjustfloppedon

thecouchandwatchedTVrememberingwhata

goodtimeIhadinCapeTownwithhim..Istillhadto

pinchmyselfwhenIthoughtofthefirstnightwhenI

gotdeflowered.

-

Elizabethwentintolaborfor26hoursbefore

deliveringherbouncingbabyboythenaturalroute.

ApparentlyMarcuswasthereeverystepoftheway

andinthemorningheinformedallhis

friends...explainswhyNtandocouldn'thavecoffee

withmethatday,butIwonderwhyhenevertoldme



himself?Mxm,anywayshehadnocomplicationsbut

doctorswereconcernedofthebaby'sweight...they

reckonedsheneededtostayacoupleofdaysso

theydothoroughexaminationonthechild.Marcus

firstcalledmomanddad...thenhisfriends,lastlyhe

calledus,Luu,me,EveandKeri...wellonmyside,I've

neverseenhimhalfexcitedaboutanythinginhis

lifetimesoitwaskindagoodhearinghis

excitement...theynamedthechildafterhim,Marcus

||Smith,lolwho'dhavethoughtthough?

-

VincecalledmendisabukeleloTV

Me:"helo''?

Him:"hey,howyou"?

Me:"I'mgreat,you"

Him:"mh,youknowyousoundgreattoo"



Ilaughed...

Me:"solasttimebingavakali"?

Him:"notthisway...Imean,Ithinkknowbetter"

Me:"Vincent,doesyourchickknowyou'reflirtingwith

yourcustomers"?

Him:"you'renotjustacustomertome...youshould

knowthatbynow"

Me:"I'mnot?Ididn'tknow"

Him:"andIthoughtwewerefriends"

Me:"haha!Yesfriend,doessheevenliketheideaof

femalefriends"

Him:"wehbanna!Shedoesn'tdictatemylife"

Me:"could'vefooledme"

Him:"you'regettingtoobigforJo'burgnow...Ican

see"



Yhondamhleka:v:v

Me:"you'refullofyourselfyouknowthat"?

Him:"youwouldn'tdaresaythattomyface"

Me:"justgimmeacoupleofhours,I'llshowyou"

Him:"ohyou'llbecomingthisside"?

Me:"yeahIkindahavealatelunchwithafriend"

Him:"malefriend"?

Me:"huh!Whydoyouask"

Him:"well...Iwouldn'twannaseeanotherman

gettingjealousoveryourfavoritewaiter"

>_<neh?

Me:"oohIsee...butsincemyfriendisthe

manager,I'msurehecantwistaLilfavorforhis

goodfriend"

Him:"whatfavormightthatbe"?

Me:"I'dlikeLibotobeourwaitress"

Him:"uh-uh!No,that'saNo,no"



Me:"please"

Him:"shedoesn'tlikeyou"

Me:"Iknow...butyou'reherbossmos,plzallocateher

tomytable"

Him:"Idon'tknowhey"

Me:"I'llbetherebythree"

Him:"I'mnotpromisinganything"

Me:"youdon'thaveto..andthanksforthecallfuthi"

Him:"I'mjustgladI'llseeyoutoday"

Me:"yeahneh,sharp"

Him:"sho"

Wehungup...

Thetimeformetogoapproached.Iwentupstairs

andstartedgettingdressed...Iworemy

jumpsuit,shoesandjustdecidedtogowith

vanishingcream,sinceitsjustaShisaNyamanothing



fancythenIcurledmyhairwithahotcurleritgave

mebouncingcurlsmyphonewasringing

somewhere,Isearchedthegownpockets

Me:"Bhut'Ntando"

Him:"I'monmywaytopickyouup"

Me:"I'mnotreadyyet"

Him:"its15:15already"

Me:"nyhan?YhoIdidn'tcheckthetime.I'msorry"

Him:"coolbutI'mcominganyway"

Me:"sho"

Ihungup,appliedlipstickandtooktheclutch,faka

lipstick,phoneandwalletthenIwalkeddownstairs,I

gulpeddownamouthfulofcitrusjuiceandsprayed

perfumeonmyneckbothsides,hehooted.Igot

out..lockedandmethimoutside.Herolleddownthe

windowasIcatwalkedtowardsthecar...Jo'burg

weathercanbeverypleasing:viveleithikhangela



ulwandlemtchanam!KuvelekubehOThaynje

indlalo.

Him:"mychickhotterthanyours"

Me:"yousoundlikeacheeseboy"

Him:"I'minthesuburbsbabycummon"

Iwalkedinthecarandkissedhischeek,ittookhima

lotofpushingforhimtostartthecar:v.Hedroveto

theplace,itwasn'temptyatallbutwefoundaspot

andwewerereallyallocatedLibhongocozIsawher

walkingtowardsus:DIlikethischick:vshegotthat

stinkingghettoattitude!


