
TheDiaryofNtwenhle:Thearrangedmarriage

ApagewhereIwouldtakeyouthroughtheups

anddownsofmarriagelifethroughtheeyesof

Ntwenhle.

ThestoryrevolvesaroundNtwenhleQhwanti,a

halfSothohalfcolouredgirlthatgrewup

shelteredfromthedangerousworldthat

revolvedaroundherfamily.

TheAfricanmafiaheadedbytheruthlessleader

LubanziQhwantiandherfierceQueenElaine

QhwantibothparentsofNtwenhlecomes

crumblingdownwhenLubanziismurderedby

thefamily'sbiggestrivals.Thebloodhound.



Awarwasabouttoeruptbetweenthesetwo

familiesandtheirnewleaderElaineputherfoot

downeventhoughhatedbymostasshewasa

femaleandsetheronlydaughterasapeace

treatytothenotoriousleaderofThe

bloodhound,DamienAvalrado.

Amarriagehasbeenarrangedandnowletsee

howthisseventeenyearoldwouldhandle

marriagelife.

Noimageswhichwillbeusedbelongtome.All

credittocreators.Alllikenesstopeoplealiveor

deceasediscoincidental.Pleaseleave

constructivecritism.
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RECKLESS

PART1

Icouldn'tcontrolthetearsthatfloweddownmy

cheeksasIcurledupundertheracksofclothes

inmyclosest.Motherbangingonmyroom's

doordemandingtobeletin.



Icurledupfurtherintoaball,embracingthe

darknessthatsurroundedme.Ilikedthedark,it

suitedhowIfeltatthismoment.

Betrayal,hurtandanger.

MyheartpainedasIusedbothmyhandsto

wipedtheitchysaltytearsthatnowcoveredmy

entireface.Howdoyousellyouseventeenyear

olddaughtertomarriage?

I'mstillateenage,Istilldeserveloveand

affectionfrommymotherbuthereshewas

tearingthatawayfromme.

Isniffedandthedoorburstopenlightshining

intothedarkroomandblindingmytearyeyes.I

lookedatherandthehateandangerIfelt

tripled.



"Myprincess!"Hervoicehoarsewithemotion.I

haveneverseenmymothersobroken,sheis

usuallythecheerytypeifsheisnotbitingyou

headoffbutthisbroken,defeatedwoman

wasn'tmymother.

Shewalkedinandsatwithmeunderthe

multipleclothesontopofus.Herarms

encirclingaroundmeinatightembrace.I

neededthisbutthelumpinmythroatgrew

larger.

"Whymother?"

Iaskedandsheinhaledsharplybeforestaring

atme,wipingthetearsoffmycheeks."Thisisa

mustmybaby.TheonlywayIcouldstopthe

warthatbrewingbetweenthetwofamilies.The



Africanmafiaisfuriousfortheirleaderdying

andifIdeclarewartoThebloodhound,trustme

noonewouldwinvictory.Webothareequally

strongsoonlybloodwillbeshed.Youarethe

onlyhopetopreventthisfrom

happening,princessIloveyou,Ireallydobut

thishastobedone."

Igotupandranawayfromher.Sheisalways

tryingtosweettalkmebuthowcanImarry

suchanevilman.Damienoutofallpeople.

Thismanisanactorstarringinmanypeople's

nightmares,thetypeofmanusedtoscare

childreninbedtimestoriesandnowheistobe

myhusband.

Irandownthestepswhenthefrontdoor

openedandabubblyPaigewalkedin.Mybest



friend.Iguessmymothercalledherwhenshe

didn'tknowwhattodowithme?

Shesaidnothingbutwrapherarmsaroundme

,lettingmepourmyriverintoherchest."Hush

nowNtwenhle,youwouldgetaheadache."

Ipickedmyheadupandlookedather,"Sheis

marryingmeoff,Paige.Ithasonlybeenamonth

sinceweburiedfatherandnowsheissending

meaway."

Sheshookherheadandgrabbedmyhand

pullingmeuptomyroom,wecouldneverhave

privacywithalloftheguardssnoopingaround.

Shuttingthedoortomyroom,shegavemea

glassofwateraftermakingsuremymomwas

gone."Ntwe.youknewthiswasgoingtohappen



onewayoranother.Mafiahavearranged

marriagesallthetime."sheblabbedandIfelt

likestranglingher.

"Imonlyseventeen,Ihavedonenothinginmy

life.I'mnotevendonewithhighschool."She

shruggedandfloppedonthebednexttome.

"Thenlet'sdoalloftheshityouhaven'tdone.I

can'tstopyourmotherfrommarryingyouoff

butIcanmakeyoufeellikethehappiestbride

ever."

Shegotupwalkingtowardsmyclosest.

Scanningaroundshecamebackwithagold

dressthatsheboughtformeonourprevious

shoppingtrip.Ihaveneverworethatdress

sinceitwastwicesmallerthanmysizeandso

shortIcouldn'tbendinit.



"Getdressed."ShethrewthedressatmeandI

lookedatherdumbfounded.

ShesawthelookIgaveherthenrolledher

eyes."Youwanttogetrecklessbeforeyouplay

makoti,I'mgonnagiveyouthat."

Ididn'tunderstandwhatshesaidbutIwoulddo

anythingtogetoutofthishouse.
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PART2



Itwirledaroundstaringatmyreflectionfrom

themirror.Ilookeddifferent,grownandmost

importantlygorgeous.

IwasinthetightgoldsequencedressPaige

gavetome,withallwhiteconverseandagold

clutch.Icouldn'twalkproperlyinheelssowe

decidestoditchthem.Mybestfriendwasin

supershort,denimshorts.Aturquoisebratop

thathasgolddetailingontheedgesdrawing

verymuchattentiontohersmallbreastsjust

likemine.Herfauxdreadswereleftlooseand

facebakedwithmakeup.

Myfriendalwaysmanagedtostealthespotlight

andIneverhadaproblemtakingthe

background.

SighingIpickedupthegoldclutchandstaredat



thebeautyfreakthatjustcouldn'tleavethe

mirror."Paigeitsgettinglate."

Isaidforthehundredthtimeandshegroaned

finishinguphereyelinerandthenstaredatme

withhereyebrowarched.Ipickeduptwo

thumbsandshewinkedatme.

∆

Weallwalkeddownstairsandmomdidn'teven

sayaword.SheknewIwasstillmadatherso

havingherallovermybusinesswouldjust

makemegomoreinsane.

WalkingintotheblackSUV,Paigetoldmydriver

whereweweregoingandhedrove.



"WherearewegoingPaige?"Iaskedaftersome

timeandsherolledhereyes.

"Nottelling."Igaveup,ithasbeenalmostthirty

minutesandthebegginghasnowbecome

boring.

Wetookafewselfiesinsidethecarandshe

postedthemonInstagram.Iwasn'tallowedto

haveanysocialnetworkssincethatcouldplace

mylifeindangerandIgotusedtoit.

ThecarfinallycametoastopandMattcameto

openthedoorforus."MamIwouldlikeyouto

keepthiswithyou."Hesaidhandingmygold

pistolovertome.Isighedstrappingitaround

mythighbeforethethreeofuswalkedintothe

club.Thepeoplestandinginthelongqueue

outsidecomplainingasPaigeknewthebouncer.



Igiggledandwewalkedinthroughthelarge

seaofsweatybodiesgrindingoneachother.

ThemusicsoloudIcouldn'thearathingthen

thestenchofalcohol,sweatandweed.

Iwasn'tusedtothisandwasalittlefreakedout.

Reachingthebarwebothtookseatonthebar

stoolsandsheorderedtwotequilashots.

Thecutemuscularwhitemanwithdirtyblonde

hairwasquickasheplacedtwotinyglassofa

clearliquidinfrontofus.

Paigepickeduponeandraiseditupinthe

air."Aswecelebratethelastfewdaysofyour

freedom,cheers"Igroanedandpickupmyown

glassandweclingthembeforewedrownthe

fierysubstancedownourthroats.



"I'mneverdrinkingthisagain."Icriedoutand

shelaughedswingingmystoolsowecould

facethecrowd.

"Okaynowwehavetofindyousomeonewhois

goingtobeyourfirstkiss."Shesaidwithagrin.

"Yourhusbandmaybethefirsttobakethe

cookiebuthecan'tbeyourfirsteverything.So

startlookingforcuteguys."

Iscannedaroundandsawnoonewhowouldbe

rewardedwithmyfirstkiss.Almosteveryone

wasintoxicated,sowedecidedtogototheVIP

section.

Settlingdownontheredcouches,Paigewas



alreadypointingatsomeone.Ilookedoverto

whereshewaspointingatandwasmetwitha

groupoffivemenallinmatchingblack

expensivesuitswithwhiteshirts.

Theywereinthecompanyofhalfdressed

women."Youseetheonewithhisblazeroff

andhissleevesrolledup."

Inoddedstarringatbrownhairedmanwithdark

greyeyes.Hehadanambercolouredliquidin

theglasshehadinhishandswayingitaround

ashelookedoverathisfriends.Hisface

expressionlessandscary.

TurningtoPaigeIshookmyhead."Never!"Ihalf

yelledandshepulledaface.

"Ohdon'ttellmemybabyisscaredofthat



deliciouspieceofwhitearsesittingallby

himself."Istillshookmyheadstealingalookat

thatman.Hewasseatedaloneintheopposite

sideofhisfriendsandhadnowomanonhimas

theothershad.

"Itseasyjustgoovertohimsayhi,peckhislips

andcomeback,noneedtogoallFrenchonhim

becauseyoumightendupbitinghislips."

Ifrownedandshepinchedmycheek."Nowgo!"I

nervouslygotupandwalkedtowardsmyfirst

kiss.

Ireachedthegroupofmenandtheyallturned

theirattentiontomebesidemytarget."Hey."

Isaidsilentlyandtheyallgreetedback,theyall

weredeaddrunkandIturnedtolookatPaige



whoputbothherthumbsup.Itookadeep

breathinthenmarchedclosertothemanwho

inturnedlookedatmefrombottomtotop.

NoworneverIsaidtomyselfthenleanedcloser

tohim,placingonekneeononesideofhisthigh

thenplaceaquickpeckonhislips.

Hedidn'tevenflinchandalthoughhesmeltso

goodIquicklygotoffhimandracedbackto

Paigewholaughedherbuttout.

"TrustmefriendIneverthoughtyouhaditin

you.Kissingatotalstranger,damnthereisa

whoreinsidemynerdyfriend."

Ifakedasmile,myfingersmomentarilymaking

theirwaytowardsmylipsasIremember

pressingthemintothosesoftpinkone's



belongingtothatmanIdidn'tknow.

Iturnedtogivehimaonceoverandhestillhad

hiseyesgluedonmeandaslightsmileofmy

ownIturnedaroundandweleft.

Itwasstillaschoolnightsowedidneedalotof

sleeptosurvivethedaytomorrow.
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Istaredatherretreatingfigureasbothherand

herdrunkfriendmadetheirwayoutoftheclub.



Theylooktooyoungtobeinaclub,Ihadto

haveaquickwordwithMaulaboutthis.He

can'tbelettingkidsintothisclubasthismay

catchtheattentionofthecopsandtheywould

foreverbeonmyback.

IdrownedthelastcontentoftheliquorIhadin

myglassbeforegettingup.TakingmyblazerI

lookedatZaynandsignalledforhimtofollow

me.

Hersweetfloralscentwasstilldrapedallover

meandIjustcouldn'tgetherinnocentfaceas

shenervouslykissedmeoutofmymind.Itwas

abriefshortkissbutithasbeensohardto

forgetit.

IsighedasoneofthegirlstookmyblazerandI

threwherout.Zaynwasstillstandingatthe



entranceofmyofficewhileIpacedbackand

forth.ThrowingtheglassIhadinmyhand

acrosstheroomwatchingitshatterintoa

millionofpiecesIturnedtoZaynwhoseemed

unmovedbymysuddenoutburst.

Icountedtofiftywhiletryingtocalmmyself.

LookingatZaynhehadahugesmirkplastered

onhisfacethatIsowantedtowipeoutwitha

punch.

"Whothefuckisshe?"Iaskedthroughgritted

teethandhelaughed.

"Homeboyistakenbyawomanthat'safirst."

HecommentedandIturnedtohim,walking

slowlytowardshimandmyfistcollidingwith

hisjaw.Hebroughthisheadbackbefore

burstingintolaughter.



"HernameisNtwenhleQhwanti,ringsabell?"I

staredathimforawhileabsorbingwhathejust

toldme.Lettingitsinkinbeforerealisationhit

me.

"SheisLubanzi'sdaughter."HenoddedandI

releasedaseriesofcurses."ThegirlI'm

marryingnextweerk."Iasked.

"Yeap."Hepoppedthe"p"knowinghowmuch

thatirritatesme.Zaynhasbeenmorethenjust

myrighthandman.Hehasbeenabrotherto

me.Beinginthistypeofbloodybusiness,you

mayenduplosingyoumindandhaving

someonewhohasyourbackisrelieving,tokeep

yousane.

MyparentsareallbasedinItaly,runningthe



ItalianmafiaandIexpandedthefamily

businesstoAfrica."Thisisthegirlyoutookher

fatherawayfromherandsoonyouwouldbe

marrying,theselfishness."

Ibangedmyfistonthelargedesksettingsome

ofthepaperworkflyingeverywhere."Ineededto

killLubanzitoprotectmyself.Hewasathreat

andIeliminatethreatsthatthreatenstodisturb

myworldanddon'tblamethismarriagebullshit

onme.ThefuckenElainecameupwiththisshit

toprotectherfamilyjustlikehowIwas

protectingmine"

Heshookhishead."I'mnotgoingtoarguewith

youbutDamienmarriageain'teasy,askmeI

knowandifyoudareImeandaremistreatthat

poorgirl.Iwon'thesitatetointerfereandthe

merchandisefromtheNorthhasarrives,we

confirmingittonightifyouwanttobethereyou



morethenwelcomed."

HesaidthatwalkingoutandIsatdownonmy

chair,looseningmytieandtakingadeepbreath

inthenreleasingitoutslowly.Pickingupmy

phoneIdialledanumberIhaven'tdialledina

while.

"Pablo"Isaidandthemanontheotherend

answered.

"Iwantyoutofollowsomeforme.Ntwenhle

Qhwanti,Iwantinformationabouteverything

shedoeseachandeveryhouroftheday.No

harmmustcometowardsherwayorIwould

haveyourheadforatrophy."

Placingthephonedown,itrang

again."Madre,comestaifacendo?"(mother,how



areyoudoing?)

Isaidansweringthecallfrommymother.

"Sonobuonomiofiglioecomestai

facendo?"(I'mgoodmysonandhowaredoing?)

Isighed."Laprossimasettimanalunedìtuo

padreeiostiamovolandoinSudafricaperI'll

tuopartitodifidanzamentoconquellaragazza

Qhwanti"(NextweekMondayyourfatherandI

areflyingovertoSouthAfricaforyour

engagementpartywiththatQhwantigirl)

"VabeneaguardareI'llmiobambinoti

chiameròun'altravoltachequalcunoèalla

portaamoI'llmiobambino."(Okay,lookmy

babyIwouldcallyousomeothertime

somebodyisatthedoor.Iloveyoumybaby.)

Shesaidcheerily."Tiamoanchemiamadre."(I



loveyoutomother.)

Iswitchedcallsthenclosedmyeyesresting.I

needn'titforthelifeamabouttolead.
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IwokeupthenextmorningtoasnoringPaige.

WithahuffIgotupandmademywaytohavea

quickshower.

Icamebackandshewasupsittingnearthe



windowdrinkingcoffee."Tellmenevertodrink

again."

ShewailedandIgiggled."Bettergetdresswe

goingtoschoolremember!"Shethrewoneof

thefluffystuffedanimalsatmeandIducked.

Igotdressedinmyschooluniformafter

moisturisingmybodythenfixedmybraidsinto

aponytailandrusheddownstairswithmy

schoolbag.

PaigewasstillbusywithherfacesoIstarted

breakfastwithouther.Motherwalkedoutofthe

kitchenwithanaprononandIfakedasmile.

Shecooked.



"Morningprincess."ShesaidcheeryandI

repliedwithanod.Iwassolookingforwardto

breakfastbutnowIlostmyappetite.

"Imadebreakfastforyoutoday,hopeyouenjoy

itsinceIcan'tjoinbecauseIhaveavery

importantmeetingIhavetogetto."Shesaid

thatwhileremovingherapronthenturnedto

meaftergettingherhandbagandphone.

"BabyIhaveincreasedyourallowanceandtry

tocomebackquicklyintheafternoon.Wehave

togoshoppingforyourengagementparty

dress,thenwewouldspendtheweekend

preparingfortherealweddingnextweek.Time

isreallynotonoursideprincesssowehaveto

hurry."

Shekissedmycheekandthenleft.After



hearinghercardriveoutIwenttothe

kitchen."AuntEsther."Icalledouttothebubbly

housemaidwhowastryingtoremoveastainon

kitchenisland.

"Yesmydarling."Sheturnedtolookatmewhile

wipingherhandsonthecloth.

"I'mhungryandI'mnoteatingthatwoman's

poison."Shelaughedwhileshakingher

head."Darlingyourmomistrying.Youknow

howhorriblesheisinthekitchenbutitsthe

effortthatcounts."

Ipouted."Iknow,Iknow.Shefeelshorriblefor

thisarrangedmarriagebullshitbutI'mstillnot

eatingherfood."

Isaid,mymotheriseverythingbutacook.She



can'tcooktosaveherlife,evenasimplething

asfryinganeggbecomesdisastrous,Ieven

wonderhowmyfatherwhowassucha

traditionalSothomanmanagedtoputupwith

herlackofcookingskills.

Iwalkedbacktothepatiooutsidewhilethe

othermaidsclearedeverythingmymotherhas

cooked.AuntEstherwalkedinawhilelaterand

deckedoutfood.

HowshemanagedtobesoquickIdon'tknow

butwhatIknowisthatIwassohungry.Paige

andIhadaquickbreakfastbeforeleaving.

Thedriversdroveustoschoolandwewere

alreadylatesinceIwasingradeelevenA

becauseIdidthesciencecourseandPaigewas

inArts.



Iwalkedintomyclassandthewhispers

continued.I'mthenerdytypeandhavingaeye

problemwhichrequiresmetowearglasses

makesitworse.Everyonefearedmebesides

Paigeandthatmakeshermyonlyfriend,but

whowouldn'tIcarryapistoltoschool.

SittingdownonmydesknexttoJakewhois

nerdylikemyselfwithhisshortblondehair

alwayscombedneatly.HemouthedahiandI

smiledinreturn.

"MissQhwantiwewerejustabouttostartthe

sectionofGeometricaloptics,tellsusyour

viewsonwhatwewouldbestudyinginthe

sections."MrsWilliamsaskedandIputonmy

glasses,theypinkwithmynameengravedon

them.



Allthankstomom.

"wellingradeeightwestudiedlight.Welearnt

thatlightenergyisemittedfromluminous

objectssuchasthesunandalightbulb.We

alsolearntthatlighttravelsinastraightline

throughamediumandthatitisreflectedoff

mostsurfaces.Althoughlighttravelsina

straightlinethroughonemedium..."

PhysicswasoverandIwasnowwalking

towardsmylockertogetmybiologybookwhen

IoverheardNoraandherfriend.Theywere

oppositemylockersoIsupposetheydidn'tsee

mewalkingover.

"Ihatethatgirl,sheisjustaMiss-goody-two-

shoes.Shehasitallandmoreandsheis



gettingmarriedtothathunkDamien.ImeanI

knowheisbadnewsbuttrustme,Iwould

marryhimeverydayandwhatisacasanovalike

DamiengoingtodowithMissbigbrains."

Icouldn'ttakeitanymoresoIretrievemybook

beforewalkingtobiology.

Thirdperiodwasmusic,Ineverenjoyitbutsince

Icansingmymombasicallyforcedmetodoit.

∆

ImetwithNoraatthecafeteriaandshehad

alreadyorderedforme."Girlyoutrending."She

saidasItookmyseat.

Igroaned."Themarriagething."Shenoddedand



Iknewmymotherwastheonewhotoldthe

mediaaboutthis.

"IheardNoraandherpuppettalkingaboutit

andtheysoundedabitjealous."

IsaidandPaigeshookherhead."Theyhave

alwaysbeenjealousofyoujustthatyoudidn't

seeit."

Istaredather."Whatistheretobejealousoff?I

liveadictatedlifewithgunsandviolenceand

blood."

Sheshrugged."youareveryblindmywhore."

∆

AfterschoolIstoodbythegatewaitingforMatt



topickmeup.WhenJakecameover.

"Hey."HesaidnervouslyandIblushed.Whatdo

youdowhenyouralltimecrushgreetsyou?

"Um...h-i"Isaidbackequallynervousandhe

smiled.Ilikehissmiles,thesowhiteandbroad.

"IwasgoingovertoCafeSpainjusttofinishup

myhomeworkthengrabalatelunch,wantto

join."Heaskedhiseyespracticallybeggingme.

Irememberedmomtellingmeaboutgettinga

dressbutpushedittothebackofmybrain.

"Sure."Hetookthephysicsandmaths

textbooksIhadinmyhand,andtooktheguitar

thatIdecidedtotakehometodayleadingmeto

hisdriver.WebothgotinandIspottedhis

drivergivinghimathumbsup.



GOODMORNINGGOODPEOPLE.
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NTWENHLE

WehavebeeninthecarwithJakeforawhile

nowandIwasgettingworried.Itwasinmy

bloodtoalwaysbecautiousbutJakewasa

greatguyandIdon'tthinkhewilleverbring

harmtome.

IsighedandturnedtoJakewhowasseated



nexttomestaringstraightahead,wehavenot

saidasinglewordtoeachotherandIwas

gettingrestless.

"Jake."Isaidsoftlyandheturnedtowards

me."Yes."Heanswered.

"Wellwehavebeentravelingforawhilenow

andcafeSpainisveryclosetoschoolsowhere

arewegoing?"Hegavemeaweirdsmilebefore

staringaheadagain.

"Justchill,wewouldbetheresoon."Hesaid

sendingchillsrunningupmyspine.Iturned

awayfromhiminfullpanicmode.Thiswasn't

theJakeIknew.

Thispersonwasscary.Itookdeepbreathsin

andoutthenthoughtofallthetrainingIget



onceaweek.

Firstlydon'tshowfear.

Icontinuedsmilinglikenothingwaswrong.

Secondlyyourgunmustbeatyourreach.

IplacedmyhandonmythighandIcouldn'tfeel

thecoldmetal.ThenIremembertossingitinto

mybagwhenIgotdressedinmygymoutfitfor

PE.

Isearchedaroundformyschoolbaganditwas

inbetweenJakeandI.Imadeaslightmoveto

touchmybagbuthegottoitfirst,grabbingit

andrippingitopen.



Takingoutmygoldpistol,hestaredatitfora

whilewithahugesmirkonhislips."Cute."

Hesaidbeforetossingitoutofthewindow.I

lookedoutofthedarktintedwindowwhilehe

haditopenanditwasstartingtogetdark.

Jakeleanedbackonthechair,looseninghistie

beforehegroanedloudly."Whoareyou?"

Iaskedmakinghimshiftandstareatme

directly."ThenameisJacksonParker,Jakewas

justsomethingIthoughtof."

Ishookmyhead,Ishouldhaveknownitwastoo

goodtobetrue."Whatdoyouwant?"Iasked.

Ihaveneverbeenfacedwithsuchsituations



before,soIwasmorethenfreakedout."You!"

Helaughedbitterlyafterthat.Removinghis

bluecontactlenses,revealingapalerversionof

theoncedeepeyesIalwaysseemedtogetlost

in.

Iwasnowshakingwithfear.Myphonestarted

ringinginmyschoolbagbutheswitchit

off,removingthesimcardandalsothrew

everythingoutofthewindow.

Iwasofficiallydoomed.AllIcoulddorightnow

ispraythatmotherishavinghermenlookfor

me.

∆

DAMIEN



ItwasaSaturdayandIdecidedtospendthe

dayinmyindoorgym.Ihavebeenneglecting

mybodyforfartoolongnowsotodaywasjust

formeandiron.

Iwasinthetreadmill,workingonmylegswhen

therewasaknockonthedoor.Ihaditlocked

sotokeepmymenawayandtoldthem

specificallytonotdisturbme.

TheknockwaspersistentsoIwalkedover

,unlockingitandflungitopen,revealinga

worriedlookingZayn.Hewassopatheticat

hidinghisemotions,itwassickening.

"Itoldyo..."

"Shutup."HesaidbeforeIcouldfinishmy

sentence.



Trustme,heistheonlyonewhogetsawaywith

talkingtomeinsuchamanner.

"IjustreceivedacallfromElaineandNtwenhle

hasbeenkidnapped."

Istaredathim,myhandsrollingupintoafist

automatically.Ibreathedoutsharply.

"Whodidthis?"Iaskedandheflippedthrough

thefolderhehadinhishand."Myguessisthe

Axe's.Ntwenhlewaslastseenenteringacar

withafellowstudent,JakeAmbrose."

Heshowedmeapicturesofanerdylooking

teenager."Theywereprettycloseasfriendsand

ourdearNtwenhleseemedtobefallingforthis



dude,soIdidsomediggingandfoundthatthis

JakeduderealnameisJacksonParkera

soldierintheAxe'sgang.Myguessisthathe

wassentasanundercoverstudenttowinover

Ntwenhle'strustthenkidnapher.Elainehas

beensearchingsinceyesterdayforher

daughterbutsheneedshelp."

Iturnedaroundshakingmyheadbeforemy

phonerangandIthrewitacrossthegymroom.

Itcontinuedringingforawhile,Iendedup

pickingitupandansweringthecall.

"ItsPablo,IthinkyourNtwenhleisintrouble."He

saidasifhewasbreathingquickly.

"WhereareyouPablo?"Iaskedandhe

answeredafterawhile."Shegotinacarafter

schoolandIfollowedthem.I'moutsideof



Durbaninsomedodgylookingoldbuilding.Ican

hearscreamsandcriesbutIcan'tgoinsince

I'moutnumbered.Damienyoubetterhurry."

ItoldhimtogivemedirectionswhileIwalked

towardsmycar.zayngettingsoldiersas

backupsinceIdidn'tknowwhatIwasgoingto

comeinfacewith.

IdrovelikeamaniactothatplaceandwhileI

walkedinarmed,Zaynandtheotherguystook

careofthefewguardsthatwereoutside.More

guysfollowingmeandIinstructedthemto

spreadout.

AloudshrillingcrycaughtmyattentionandI

followedit.Standinginfrontofanoldwornout

oakdoor,Ididn'twastetimeshootingtheknob

andpushingthedooropen.Iwasmetbyguns



facingmebutIdidn'tcare.AsIscannedthe

roomlookingforoneparticularperson.

LandingmyeyesonherIsmiled.Shemayhave

beentiedtoachair,hermouthgaggedbut

seeingherfacegavemesomesortofrelief.

"ThemightyButcher,welcometotheparty.It

hasjustgotstarted."Istaredattheimbecilein

frontofmeandfeltlikesqueezingthelifeout

ofhim.

"Keepthewomanoutofourbusiness."Isaid

calmlyandhelaughedinreturn,clappinghis

handsthatwerebejeweledwithallsortsofgold

rings."ohthiswomanisthecauseofallthe

troublethatIwouldexperienceifthisshamofa

marriagehappens."HeblabbedandIbreathe

outasighofreliefasIsawZaynsurrounding



theplacefromoutsidethebalcony.

"Howisthat?"Iaskedwantinghimtokeepon

talkingsohewouldn'tnoticewhatisgoingon

outside?

"Ifyoutwomarry,theBloodhoundandthe

Africanmafiawouldbecomeone.Makingthem

thestrongestandwhatwouldbecomeofus.IfI

killher,everythingwouldgobacktonormal."

HetookagunandplaceditonNtwenhle's

foreheadwhowasinapooloftears.Shewas

soweak,sopatheticIdidn'tknowwhatIwould

dowithherwhenwearemarried.

Ashotwasfiredandlandedrightathisneck

beforehefelldownbloodoozingdownontoher

dress.IwasquickonthegunasIshotmostof



hisguards,theotherguystakingcareoftherest

andwheneveryonewasdown.Irushedtoa

freakedoutNtwenhle.

Shewasn'tcryinganymorebutscreamingher

lungsout.Iremovedthedeadmanontopof

her.Untiedherthenshewrappedherarms

aroundme.

Ididn'tdoanythingbutletherwrappedher

armstightlyaroundmytorsowhileshe

screamed.

Shewassotiny,soshortthatshecameright

undermychestandhersweetscenteven

thoughitwassmearedwithbloodstilltookme

toafrenzyjustlikethenightshekissedme.
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Iwokeupwithasickeninghead,myeyeswere

swollenbuttearsstillrandownmyface.

Icouldn'tgetridoftheimagesthatflashed

throughmymindeachtimeItriedtosleep.The

blood,thedeadman,theshootingandthenthe

torturemybodywentthrough.

Isatupstraightthenrealised,thiswasnotmy

room.Thisroomwasdarkevenwiththesun

thatshoneinthroughthewindows.Theblack

sheetsIwasunderwiththedarkgreywallsthat

surroundedme.



Theentireroomjustscreameddarkness.Igot

offthebedandpainstruckonhead.This

headachewasgettingworse.

Ilookedatmyoutfit,consistingofalongwhite

man'sdressshirtthatwassoftasandhada

masculinescenttoit.ThatIcouldbreatheall

day.ItwasbaggyonthesleevessinceIwastoo

skinnyandmanagedtocovereverythingthat

neededtobecovered.

Iwenttothedoor,placedmyhandonthe

doorknobandtwistitandluckilyitopened.I

walkedoutmyfeetlandingonthecoldwooden

floorasIwentintothepassage.

Thereweremorethensixguardsonthisfloor

standingstillwithhugegunsonthem.Ilooked



attheoneclosesttomydoor.Hewasdarkin

skincolour,withtheblackandwhitehelooked

likearobot.

Igavehimagoofysmileandhestoodup

straighter."WhereamI?"Iaskedandhe

removedthedimmedglasseshehadon.

"YouareinMrAlvaradomansion."Heanswered

andIarchedaneyebrow."WhoisMrAlvarado?"

Heseemedtobeamusedbymyquestions.

"Justwalkdownthepassage,takethestairs

downandyouwouldfindoutwhoMrAlvarado

is."

Ithankedhimthenmademywaydownstairs,

beforeIcouldreachthefinalstep.Mothercame

toviewshoutingatawhitemanwithbrownhair.



Hehadatightwhitetanktopthathuggedhis

musculartorsobeautiful.

Hehadthatbodythatmostmendreamedoff

andmostwomendroolover.Thoseperfectly

sculpturedmusclesthattooktimeandpatient

atthegymtoachieve.

"Iwanttoseemyfuckendaughter,shehas

beenthroughhellDamien.Sheneedsme,she

needshermother."Mymotherscreamed,sheis

sometimessoviolentIgetscaredmyself.

Damien.

ThisistheguyI'marrangedtomarry.TheguyI

kissedattheclub.Iswallowedhardwantingto

runbacktotheroombutmotherspottedand

rushedover,embracingmetightly.



"Princess,areyouokay."Sheaskedworryall

overherface.Shestartedinspectingme.

IknowIlookedbad,thatevilmandidanumber

onme.HehitmesomuchIcouldtastedeath.

"I'mfine."Isaidandsheshookherhead.

"Wegoingtoadoctor."Shesaidgrabbingmy

handandstartingtowalktowardstheexit.

"Mother,I'mreallyfine."

Isaidandshestoppedplacingbothherhands

onmyarms."youallbruisedupandwhatifthey

infectedyouwiththeirdiseases..."

Istoppedher."Waitwhatdobyoumeaninfected

me.Theyonlytorturedmeanddidn'trape



me,MotherI'mfine.Ijustwanttogohome.I'm

writingonMonday."

"Okay,okaylet'sgo."

Wewalkedtodoorandbeforewecouldexit.I

turnedandlookedatthisDamien.

Hedidn'tlooklikethescarypersonIhavemade

upinmymind.Hewashandsomeand

dangerous.Hewasn'tyoutypicallyhandsome

guyyouwouldfindatamall,hehadthisaura

thatsurroundedhimandthatsentcoldchills

downmyspine,coatingmybodyinaseaof

goosebumps.

"Um...than-kyou,forsavingm-e"Istrutted

beforefollowingmom.Wegotintohercarand

eventhoughItoldherIdidn'tneedadoctor,she



drovestraighttoDrMoonsamy'soffice.

Hedidhisthing,gavemeacoupleofcreamsfor

thebruisesandpillsfortheheadacheandpain

mybodywasfeeling.

WhenIreachedhome,Islepttheentiredayand

wokeintheafternoonwhenPaigewasnagging

me.

"Paigeplease,pleasejustacouplemore

seconds."

Ibegged,placingapillowontopofmyearsbut

shecontinuedsingingDespacitoandshejust

suckedatitbecauseshedidn'tknowthelyrics

properly.



"Okay,okayI'mup."Shesmiledandembraced

mebeforesheinspectedme."Youareadamn

whoremygirl.ImeanIheardyouwere

kidnapped,tellmeeverything."Sheopenedher

eyesstaringatme.

"Well..."Istartedbutshejumpedin."Didthey

drugyou?"

Ishookmyhead.

"Didtheyshootyou?"

Ishookmyheadagainandshehuffed.

"Wellwhattypeofkidnappingdidyou

experience.Youknowwhatitsboringgoget

dressedwegoingtolookforadresstonightis



yourengagementparty."

Ithrewmyheadbackonthepillowsandshe

pulledmylegmakingmeflooronthefloorwith

athud."Paige!"Iscreamedandshegiggled.

"Gohaveabath,Iwouldlookforsomethingyou

gonnaputthatsexytinyarseofyour's."

Ihadaquickshowerthatworethebluedenims

jeansshehadplacedontopofmynowmade

bed,withawhitetanktopandpinksneakers.I

woreawoollenjerseyontopthenleftmybraids

loose.

IgotdownstairsandMattdroveustothemall.

Afterhoursofshoppingandfeetwerenow

aching,wesettledforadarknavyskirtthatwas

tightonthewaist.Amatchingcroptopthat



didn'tshowtoomuchskinwithdesignsonit.

Thencreamstilettos,asilverwithgoldclutch.

Wehadalatelunchthenwentbackhomeand

preparedformyengagementparty.
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Iwalkeddownthestairsandeveryonestarted

clapping.Irolledmyeyes."Isittheoutfitorjust

becauseI'mwearingheels."



IaskedandPaigepointedatmyshoes."I

thoughtyouweren'tgonnawearthem."Iflipped

mycurlyhairbackandpoutedather.

"Ihavebeenpracticingallafternoonwalkingin

these,trustmeIwon'tfallandembarrass

myself."

Ibeamedandtheyallsmiledatme.Mycame

uptoandkissedmyforehead."Iamsohappy

youarefinallywarminguptothismarriage."

shepraisedandIshookmyhead.

"WhatImaydisplayontheoutsideisdefiantly

notwhatIfeelinside."Icorrectedbackbefore

grabbingmyclutchbeforewalkingouttothe

shinylookingbentleyanditdroveustovenue.

Thisplacewassodamnbeautiful.Theinterior



lookedliketheactualweddingwastakingand

theoutfitIhadonmademefeellikeIwas

underdressed.

"Likeit."MomwhisperedinmyearandInodded.

Likeitno.Ilovedit.

WalkingineveryonestartedclappingandIput

onthebroadestsmileIcouldmaster.Theplace

wasbeautifullydecoratedwithlanternsand

fairylightsallover.

Mymomgrabbedmyhandandplacedacold

roundthinginit.Ipickedmyhandupandwas

metbyansparklingsilverring.

"Youcan'tbethefiancéewithoutaring."She



trilledandIfakedasmile,slippingthebeautiful,

diamondstuddedringon.

"Theyrealmydarling."Icontinuedsmilingwhile

inspectingthispieceofjewellery.Itsuredid

stealmymind.

Wepausedhereandtherefor

pictures,requestedbythemediaandIwantedto

ringmymothersneckforinvitingthem.

"Ithoughtthiswasaprivateparty."Igrowled

throughgrittedteethandshecontinuedsmiling.

"Wehavetoshowthepublicthatthereis

absolutepeacebetweenthetwofamiliesand

thecopswerescaredofawaroutbreaksothis

istoshowthemthateverythingisfine."



Ishookmyhead."Yeaheverythingisfine.I'm

marryingthemanwhoputabulletthroughmy

fatherandtookhimawayfromme.Everything

isfinemother."Imockedandwalkedawayfrom

hertowardstherestroom.Ineededsomespace

tobreathe.

Igotinthereandlookatmyselfinthemirror

,takingshallowbreathsinordertolevelmy

breathing.Ididn'twanttocryandmessupmy

makeupbeforethepartyevenstart.SoI

swallowedthemuplikeabiggirl.

Imissmy.daddyandthethoughtofhavingto

spendtherestofmylifewithamanwhokilled

him,breaksmefurther.Imayhavekissedhim

butifknewwhohewas,Iwouldhaveranformy

life.



Icouldn'tcontrolthetearsthatfloweddownmy

eyesasdifferentemotionsattackedme.The

doorcreakedopen,signalingmethatsomeone

wascomingandIquicklywipedmyeyeswith

myhands,smudgingthemascaraandeyeliner

allovermyeyesection.

Ididn'thavetimetofixitasatallblondewalked

in.Shewasinveryhighheels,adressthatclung

toherlikehersecondskin.Revealinghercurves

thatweredeckedinalltherightplaces.

Shesmirkedwhenshesawme.Walkingoverto

standdirectlybehindmesoIcouldseeher

reflectioninthemirror.

"Therearegonnaofthose,becauseI'mnotjust

goingtositbackandwatchachildtakemy



man."ShespatandIsmileseventhoughmy

eyesweresmearedblack.Pickingupmyleft

handandwigglingmyfourthfinger.

"Iguessthechildalreadytookyourman."Isaid

turningtowardsher."LookIdon'tknowwhoyou

are?AndtrustmeIdon'tgiveafuck.Nowrun

alongIwanttofixmyfacethentakethestage

nexttomyhusband-to-be."

ImaybekindandquietbutI'mnotgoingtolet

anotherpersonwalkedalloverme.

Thatseemedtomakehermadasherhand

collideswithmycheek.Ilostit.

Ihaveneverbeeninvolvedinafightmyentire

lifebutthisgirlIwasgonnashowherflames.



Igrabbedherlonghairandfistitinmyhand.

Makinghertriponherlongheels.

Idon'tknowwhereIgotthepowerfromasI'ma

sizetwentysixwithnomeatonmybonesand

thiswhitewomanhaditallbutIfoundmyself

draggingheracrossthefloor.

Openingonedoorofthetoilet,Ipushedherin

andnearlyfellontopofher.Ipulledup

,scrapingherbackacrossthewallthengave

hertwoslaps.

Beforeshecouldfightback,Ihadherhairinmy

handsagain,pushingherfakefacedownthe

toiletbowlbeforeflushing.



Iwalkedoutclosingthedoor,beforetakingthe

bigbinandplacingitinfrontofthedoor,to

preventherfromopeningit.

IfixedmyhairandfacequicklybeforeIranout

ofthebathroom.

Paintingmyfacewithanotheroneofthose

hugesmileIwalkedtowardsPaigewhotoldme

theyhavebeencallingformeforwhilenowand

Imademywayonstage.

ThisengagementpartywashugeandIdidn't

knowhalfofthepeoplethatwerehere.

IspenttherestofthenightnexttoDamien,we

didn'tsayanythingtoeachotherandIguessI

likeditthatway.



HewasamaniffewwordsandIdidn'thavethe

timetowasteoxygenonsomeoneIdidn'tfind

important.

Wetookalotofpicturesrequestedbythemedia

andIneverknewwhytheywereobsessedbya

familyofgangsters.

Thesepeoplebroughtterrortothecommunity

andheretheywerebusytakingpicturesofus.

HewasnowtalkingonhisphonewhileIdrunk

cocktails.Iwaskeepingmyselfbusyuntilallof

thismadnessfinishes.

IpickedmyeyesandmettheblondeIflushed

downthetoilet.Shelookedfuriouswithwater



drippingdownherface.

Igotupandnearlytripped.

Shit.

MykneesfeltlikejellyandIknewIwasdrunk.

Butthatbartendersaidthesecocktailswere

virginandIthoughtvirginmeantnoalcohol.

Ilookedaroundandnothingcouldprotectme.

ShewasnowcloserandIknewIwasgoingto

die.

Ilookaroundandcouldn'tseemymotheror

Paige.



MyeyesspottedDamienandIknewhewasmy

onlyhope.Iusedthebartohelpmefromfalling

thengrabbedDamienandhisbehindhim.

"Bitch,I'mgonnakillyou."Thewhitegirlsaidand

Damienpickedhiseyes

up.

"LeaveheraloneJacqueline."

Hesaidinavoicesocold,Istartedtoshiver.

"Butshedidthis,shemessedupmyoutfit."She

challengedandhegaveheradeadlook.

"Leave,now.!"Hehissedandshenoddedgiving

meonelastlookthatsays'weain'tdonebitch

'beforewalkingaway.



IletgoDamienandheldtightlyonthebartable.

IcouldfeelhiseyesonmeeventhoughIhad

myeyesclosed.

"Youdrunk."HesaidsoftlyandIopenedmy

eyesandstaredathim."So?"

Hesmirked,placingthephonehehadonhis

handintohispocket.Hishandslandingonmy

waistandIgaspedashethrewmeoverhis

shoulder.

"Putmedowndown."Icommandedandhe

ignoredmewalkingawaywithmebangingon

hisback.

TIRED



VERYTIRED
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Shehasbeenbangingonmybackforawhile

nowandscreamingherlungsoutsoIplaced

herdownandsheheldonthewallforsupport.

ThisengagementpartywasheldatahotelsoI

wantedtotakehertooneoftheroomssoshe

couldrestandnotembarrassherselfbuther

screamingwasattractingalotofattention.



Shebenddownandtookoffherheelsbefore

staringatmewiththemostmurderousglareI

haveevergotfromawoman.Womenusually

appreciateandlovemeforsomereasonbut

thisoneinfrontwasquitedifferent.

"Ihateyou."Sheasserted."IhateyousomuchI

feellikekillingrightatthisinstance.Iwon't

evenregretandI'msureIwon'tevenget

arrestedbecauseIwouldberemovingapest

fromtheworld."

Sheshookherheadthenbitterlylaughed."This

willneverwork,youmarrymesaygoodbyeto

yourpeacebecauseIwouldbeplottingyour

deathfromdayone.Noonekillsmyfatherthen

getsawaywithit.Iwillendyourlifejustlikeyou

didtohim."



Idon'tknowwhenIcrossedthespacebetween

usbutIfoundmyselfgivingheratightslap.

Hercheekbecameredinstantly,sheverylightin

skincolour.

Shegiggledthenslappedmeback,Ilostitand

myhandwrappedaroundhertinyneck

squeezingthelifeoutofher.

Ipressedonthewalltightlywhileshestruggled

tobreathe."Ihatewomansodon'tbeapestin

mybecauseIwon'thesitatetoputabullet

throughyourheadjustlikehowIdidtoyour

fatherunderstand."

ShenoddedandIletgoofher.Hercheekswere

nowstainedwithtears.Atthecornerofmy

eyesIcouldseesomepaparazzimakingtheir

waytowardssonotwantinghertobeseenin



suchawayontv,Igluedmylipsonhersofttiny

one's.

SheisafragilethingIthoughtwithafiery

attitudethatIsoneededtogetridof.Shenever

kissedback,juststandingtherelikeafrozen

chickenbutmyhandmadetheirwaydownher

petitebody,shehadnomeatwhatsoeversoI

reallyneededtofeedtoputsomehipsthereso

shecouldcarrymychildrenbecausetheywon't

fitinthisskinnytinybodyshehas.

Ipinchedhertinyareandsheshriekedmaking

megetmytongueinsidehermouth.I

massagedhertonguewithminesoftlyandshe

skimmed.

IguessIwasgettingtoher.Herbodywasnow

hotandIfelthereyescloseandtearsfall.My



otherhandgentlycreasedhercheeksandshe

moaned.

Ismirkedandshepushedmeback.Her

breathingwasuneven"Don'tyouever,everdo

that."SheshoutedatmeandIrubbedmychin.

"Don'ttellmeyoudidn'tenjoyit,gattino."(kitten

inItalian)

Sheignoredmeandstartedwalkingawaybut

shecouldn'tmanage.Withacoupleofsteps

shewasonthefloor.

Ipickedherup."Kidsandalcohol."Igrimaced

andshedidn'tbitemyheadbackbitwhenI

lookedatherinmyarmsshewasfastasleep.



Herbodywaslimpedinmyarmsandshewas

breathingslowly.Hereyeswereandshelooked

likemostbeautifulwomanIhaveeversetmy

eyesonAlthoughsheisstubbornandhot

headed.I'msuresheisagoodpersononthe

inside.

Unlikeme.

Iplacedheronthebed,coveredthat

tiny,shiveringbodywithablanketthenI

removedmyshoes,pant,jacketandshirtbefore

takingthecouch.

Isleptinpeaceaftercallinghermomand

lettingherknowherdaughterwassafe.I'mnot

muchofasleeper,Irelyonfourtothreehours

ofsleepfromrunningmybusinessesandthen

Thebloodhound.



SighingIclosedmyeyesandletsleeptakeover

withthefaceofabeautyengravedonmymind.

∆

Iwokeupnextmorningtoshrillingscream

makingmegruntbeforesittingupproperly.I

rubbedmyeyesandthenlookedaroundandher

shewasinamatchingbraandpanty.

ShewasmoreskinnythenIthoughtshewas

butshehadaniceroundbehindwithagood

pairofthighs.Theymaysaynobodyhasa

perfectbodybutthisherewasperfectinmy

eyes.

Shewasrushingaroundlikeaheadlesschicken



beforeitcameinmymindthatitwasMonday

andhehadsomuchtotakecareof.

Shewaslookingforsomethingunderthebed

withherarseupandIcouldn'tignorethethrob

inmygroin.

Shitthisgirlisgettingintomymind.Shestood

upcomingbackwithashoeandIremembered

askingZayntogetherallthenecessaryfor

school.

Shelookedtowardsmydirectionand

screamed."Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Sheaskedcoveringherbodywiththeblanket

shejustretrievefromthebed.Igrabbeda

pillowandplaceditonmythighsjusttohidemy

boner.



ShelookedatwhatIwasdownandgagged.

"Sies,eww.?"ShemadeafaceandIfeltlike

burstingintolaughter.Whogetssodisgusted

byanerectedpenis.

Theinnocence.

IgotupbutthedoorburstopenandZayn

enteredhewasbreathingheavilylikehehas

beenrunningamarathon.

Hethrewmeagunthenonetowards

Ntwenhle'sdirection."Weunderattack."He

breathedandNtwenhle'seyesshotwideopen.

"No,nonotnowtellthemtowait.Ineedtoget

toschool."



ShehowledandIcouldn'tthinkwithher

bickering.

Thiswon'tonlybeadangertomeandNtwenhle

buttheguestatthishotelthatIhappentoown.

"Okayyougetyourgunandfollowus."I

droppedthepillowandZaynburstedinto

laughter.

"Ineverthoughtyouwouldonedayhandle

businesswithabonerbutthankGoditsfrom

themadam."Ntwenhleshookherheadavoiding

myeyesandtookhergun.

"I'mnotevendressed."Shecomplained.

Igrabbedherhandmakingmywaytomyoffice.



Iremovedthelargepaintingonthewall,types

mymother'snameandtheseparatedintotwo

andIpushedherin.

"Stayhereanddon'tmakeasound."Shewas

abouttotalkwhenIclosedthewallandturned

toZayn.

"Howmanyarethere?"Iaskedandheshrugged.

"Nothingwecan'thandle."
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Ineededtogetoutofthisroomandgetmy

arsetoschool.Ihavebeenstuckhereforover

anhourandIwouldn'tbesurprisedifheforgot

meinhere.

Asifsensingmythoughtsthedoor

automaticallyopenedrevealingthecoloured

guywhoIgottoknowasZayn.Hewasdressed

inadifferentoutfitfromwhatheworewhenhe

cametogetus.

"SorryItooklong,justneededtoshower."He

said,handingmeadressthatwaslightpinkin

colour,notmysizebutitwasbetterthenmy

lingerie.

"Whereisyourfriend?"IaskedasIturned



aroundtogetdressedandwhenIturnedback

tofacehimhehadhiseyesgluedatme.

Iclearedmythroatandheseemedtobepulled

outofthetrancehegothimselfin.Iarchedmy

eyebrowsandhestartedmumbling.

"Whereisyourfriend?"Iaskedagainandhe

smirkedrubbinghishandstogether.Hewasthe

gangstertypeunlikeDamien.Abodyfullof

tattoos,afrighteningscaronhischeekbuthe

wascute.Someonegirlsflockedtoo.

Besidesme,Ipreferguyswhoarelegit.Notthe

goodgirlfallforbadboyskindofshit."Wellhe

wascapturedearlieronbythecopsbutdon't

stressmadam.Iwouldgethimout."

HecoaxedbackandIshruggedmyshoulders.



"TrustmeIwouldratherhavehimlockedup

thenbackhere."Isaidasheleadmeoutofthis

room."hawuDamienisnotthatbad."

Iabruptlystoppedandstaredathim.Hepicked

hishandsupinsurrender."Okayfineheisabig

jerkandarseholebutifyougettoknowhim.

Youwouldknowthatheisabigteddy."

Iscoffed.Bigteddymyfoot.

Wegottomyhotelroomandeverythingwas

packedandmymomwasthere.

Shegavemeahugtheninspectedme."I'mfine."

Isighedandshesatdownonthebed.

"Ineverthoughtitwouldcometothisbutthese



attacksarebecomingtoomuchandareplacing

yourlifeatgreatdanger."Shemurmuredmore

toherselfthenus.

"Okaymom,Ineedtogettoschool.TodayI'm

startingexamsyourememberandI'malready

verylate."Sheshookherhead.

"Ican'tletyougo.Youwouldwriteyourexams

athome.Iwouldorganisethatandafteryour

examsandwedding,"shepausedthenrubbed

herhandonherforehead.

"I'mforcedtosendyouaway.Youhavetogoin

hiding.YouwouldstillbemarriedtoDamienbut

youwoulddisappearforacoupleofyears."

Istaredatherinbewilderment."Never!"Ihissed

andshestoodupinfrontofme.



"Thisisforyourownsafety."ShearguedandI

shookmyhead."Ihavetogiveupeverything.

I'malreadylosingmyfreedomtoDamienand

nowIhavetoleavemyhome,myfriend,mypets

.Nonever."Ibarkedbackandsheclosedher

eyes,asuddenpainseemedtotakeoverasshe

slumpedbackonthebed,holdingherchest.

"Mom."Icalledherandsheopenedhereyes

."I'mfine,I'mfine."

Ihuffed."Itsokay,IwouldgobutI'monlydoing

becauseofyourhealth."Momhasbeenacting

likeasuperwomansincemyfatherdied.She

nevermadetimeforherselftomournorjust

relieveherstress.

Itshasalwaysbeenaboutthefamilybusiness

andnowtheweddingandmaybeinshouldjust



cuthersomeslackandfollowallherrules.She

meanswellandwhowasItogoagainsther

wishes.

∆

Ispenttherestofthedaypacking.Iwasn'teven

allowedtosaygoodbyetoPaigesincenobody

couldknowaboutmydisappearance.

Theweddingwillbeprivatejustbindingthetwo

ofus.AllthedreamsIhadallofmychildhood

wereallcrushed.Idon'teventhinkIwouldeven

wearaweddingdress.

Iwasnowattheplanegoingtowhereverthey

decidedtotakemetoo.Iwasfrowningto

myselfbutIknewitwasnouse.



I'mgoingtoliveallbymyselfwithahousefull

ofmaidsandguardsandbooks.Thisisall

torture.

Afterhoursandhoursoftravelingwefinally

landed."Wherearewe?"Iaskedtheguardwho

wasunloadingmyluggage.

"WeinItaly.Damienhomecountry."Icursed

inside.

Damientookmetohisbirthcountry.Thisis

insane.Mythoughtswereinterruptedwhena

shrillinglaugh.

Iturnedaroundandwasattackedintoahuge

hug."Mysoontobedaughterinlaw.Weare



goingtohavesomuchfuntogether."

ImetDamien'smotherattheengagementparty

andshewasapainandnowI'mgoingtolive

withher.No.Never.
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DAMIEN

TRUECOLOURS

IthasbeenafewmonthssinceNtwenhleleftto

Italy.Wedecidedtopostponetheweddingtill

aftersheisdonewithherexamsandshe

settleddownproperlyinItaly.



Iknewsendinghertherewouldbetheperfect

thingbutIdidn'tknowIwouldbestuckwithher

sexcravedfriend.

ShewasgivingmeasensualinmyofficeandI

knewitwasgonnaendupwithherbentover

thisdeskscreamingmyname.

"IenjoyedtimewithNtwenhlebutIneverreally

placedherinmyheart.Ijustenjoyedthe

benefits.Imeanthisfamilyswimsinmoney

andmylittlebestfriendwasverygenerous."

Shewhisperedintomyear.

Ijusthuffed.Allourtimespenttogetherisher

badmouthingNtwenhle.Iwonderevenhow

theybecamefriends.



Shestoppedthemassageshewasgivingand

cameandstooddirectlyinfrontofme.Hecurvy

bodyinatight,shortleatherdress.SheknewI

loveleatherandwoulddoanythingtosatisfy

myneeds.

Typical.

"Ntwenhleistooinnocentforyou.Shewould

neverbeabletohandlethebeastinsideyou."

Shekneeleddowninfrontofme.

Hercreamycleavageondisplay,longhairina

hairponytail."Iwonderevenwhyyoustill

marryingher.Doyouthinkshewouldtosatisfy

allyourdeepdesires,shewoulddoeverythingI

do.No.YouwillalwaysneedaPaigeinyour

life."Shewhinedthiswhileunbucklingmybelts

andpulleddownmyzip.



Hereyesweregluedtomineasshedidallof

this.Herlonghandsremovingmyerect

memberandletitspringtolife.

Shehadasickeninggrinasshetookmein.Her

deepredlipsgoingupanddownandsending

metoclimax.Ifistedherhairasherhead

bobbedandshegagged.

Ifilledherupwithmycumawhilelaterandshe

triedtoswalloweverythingbutshecouldn't.

Shethenstoodup,herfingerswipingherlips

andthenstraddledmythighs.Shehadno

pantiesonsosheloweredherselfonmeand

rodemelikeherlifedependedonit.



Igrabbedherhairandpulledherfacetowards

me,crushingherlipsonmine.Kissingherso

aggressively.

AllthewhileIhadthefaceofNtwenhleinmy

brain.Whateverthatgirlusedonmeworked.I

havebeentryingtoforgether.Sleepingwith

Paigewhohavebeenthrowingherselfallover

mesinceNtwenhleboardertheplanetoItaly

thenJacquelinewhoalsogetherclawsofme.

MyphonerangandIanswereditwhilethisgirl

wasstillhumpingme."Yes."Isaidstill

breathingheavily,whilePaigebitonmyshoulder

tosuppresshermoans.

"Isthathowyougreetyourfuture."Avoiceso

tiny,soinnocentcametomyears.Attackingme

likeasweetlullaby.



"Ntwenhle?"Iaskedunsureifthiswasreallyher

andsheburstoutinagiggle.

"Yesyoufatheaditsme.Mothertoldmeto

keepintouchwithyousinceIgotherebutI

didn'tthatandshefoundandnowsheis

monitoringme.Soyeahlet'schat."

ShesaidcalmlyandIjustwantedtoseeher

gorgeousfacenow.IpushedPaigeoffmy

thighsandshetumbledonthefloor.

Iplacedahandonthephone."Leave!"Itoldher

andwhenshewasabouttoargueIgaveone

lookandshegatheredherthings.Iworemy

pantsproperlywhilelisteningtoNtwenhle

tellingmeaboutItaly.



Icouldn'tbelievethisisthesamepersonwho

threatenedtoplotmymurder."Ohandthe

wedding.Itsgonnabehuge,mydreamwedding

justnottherighthusbandbutatleastIwould

havesomethingfuntoremember."Shesaid

wistfully.

"OkayhowislifebackinSouthAfricaandhow

isPaigedoing?Itoldyoutolookaftermybest

friendandpleasetellhertogetallofher

documentsready,IwanthertoflyovertoItaly

soshecanbemymaidofhonour."

Ilookedathersocalledbestfriendawhowas

puttingonacoatoverherhalfnakedbody.

"Iwouldcheckifshewantstoflyover.Sohave

youmadefriendsbackthere."Iaskedtryingto

makeaconversationsincesheistheonlyone



doingthetalking.

"Excusemedon'ttalktomelikeI'myourfriend.

I'mjustdoingthisphonecallthingtoplease

motherotherwise,Iwouldbetalkingtoyou."

ShesqueakyvoicesosweetandinnocentlikeI

wastalkingtoababy.

Ichuckled."Sosincewegettingmarried.Iwant

abighouse,averybighousesoIcantakealot

ofpicturesinforInstagramandjusttomake

youbroke.Thentwopinkcarsonemustbea

sportcarandtheotheronemustbeabig

car,likearangeroverorsomething."

ShecontinuedandIshookmyheadsmiling.

Paigewasstillintheofficesoshegotirritated

andleft.



"ThenIwantacollectionofshoes,alldifferent

typesofshoesandIwantyoutostayaway

frommeokay.MomI'mcomingsheshoutedon

thephone."

"OkaylookI'vegottogo,wegoingtolookfora

weddingdress."ShesaidandhungupbeforeI

couldsayaword.

Thisgirl.Ithoughshakingmyheadwithaghost

smileonmyface.

MyofficedooropenedandZaynwalkedin.

Hesmirked.

"I'mimpressed,I'msurethatsmileisbecauseof

wifeyandnothersluttyfriend."



∆

NTWENHLE

Iwalkedoutofthedressingroominacupcake

lacegownthathadthebeingfromitssweetline

necklinetomywaistthenfloweddown.

Damien'smotherstartedclapping."Thisisyour

dress,itsperfect,justlookhowithighlightsyour

curves."

Istaredather.Curves,Idon'thavecurves.My

mothershookherhead.

"Thisisallsowrong,thisdressisnotforher.

Shedoesn'thaveboonsandshehassweetline

neckline.Thisisnoton.Istillthinkthat



mermaiddressIchoseforherisperfect.Its

showsthebeautifulshapeofherskinnyframe

andthenflowsatthebottom."

TheystartedbickeringandIshookmyhead.We

havebeeninthisbridalshopfromthemorning

andI'mnowhungry.Thesetwofightover

everything.

IhavetriedongazilliondressesandIhavenow

startedhatingthecolourwhite."okayokay

ladiesstop."

Isnappedandtheyturnedtome."I'mtirednow

okay,soyou'llhavetoleave.Goorderfoodor

something.I'mnotgoingtochooseadressthat

youlike."

Ipointedatmother."Oryou."Ipointedatmy



othermother.

"IwouldchoosesomethingIlove,somethingI

wanttoseemyselfinandnotyou'llfantasies.

Okaynowleavethesalesassistantwillhelpme

choosesomethingandIwouldcallyou'llwhen

I'mdone."

Theynoddedandgotupleavingthisshopand

sighed."ThankGod."Isaidandgotoutifthis

cupcakeIwasin.

Welookedaroundandonlyonedresscaught

myeye.

"Thisistheone."Isaidandthesalesassistant

brokeoutintocheers."Itlooksperfectonyou."



IlookedatmyselfinthemirrorandIcouldfeel

tearswanttopour.Icalledmomandshe

answeredalmostimmediately.

"Ifoundtheperfectdress,comeover."They

bothsquealedandthedooroftheshopopened.

"Wheredidyou'llgo?"

Iaskedandtheyshrugged."Justsatoutsidein

thebenches."Ishookmyhead.

"Okaynowcomeout,wewanttoseethedress."

Iwalkedoutandtheybothhadtearsintheir

eyes.

"Thisisbeautiful,darlingyoumadetheperfect

choice.Grouphug."Igiggledandtheyall



huggedme.

Ilookedatmyselfoncemore."ithassleeves

withflowersprintsaround.Thenthebuffy

princesslikegown.

Iloveit.

Itookaselfieofonlythetopsectionandsentit

toDamien.

"Timetogetmarried,dick."

Ipressedsendandhadahugesmirkonmy

face.

"Let'shopethatwasmyson."Igiggled.



Ifhewantstomarryme,finebutI'mgonnabe

themostirritatingwifehewoulddivorceme

withinaweek.
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COLDFEETONASUNNYDAY

NTWENHLE

Iawoketolightmovementsinmyroomand

whenmyeyesflutteredopenIwasmetbymy

bestfriend.

Isquealedaswebothembracedbefore

jumpingonthebed.Shelookedgood,she

alwaysdoes.Thefauxdreadsweregone,she



nowhadabeautifulcurlyweavethatreached

downherarse.Herfaceinperfectmakeupwith

thewhitejumpsuitsheworeclingingtoher

delicatecurves.

"Friendyoulookdivine."Isaidasshegotofthe

bedtwirling.

"Andyoubridetobehowareyoudoing?"I

grinned.

"Everythingisperfect,wellbesidethewedding

dramaIpassedmygradeelevenwithallthe

shitgoingon.I'mgoingtomatric."Icelebrated

andshehadasadlookonherface.

IknewwhathappenedsoIdidn'tbothered

asking.Paigeisneverserious,sheallaboutthe

good.Parties,clothes,richgrownmensoIjust



knewshewouldfaileventhoughshedidn'ttell

me.

Paigeissupposetobeveryfocusedwiththe

backgroundshehas.

I'mnotjudgingtrustme,butsheisanorphan,

grewupwithherabusiveauntandunclewho

hadhiswaywithher.Gotascholarshipfor

danceandshemanagestogototheschoolI

wenttobackinDurban.ButnowIguess

everythingisgone.

Isighedafteracoupleofsecondsof

awkwardness."OkayNtwe.todayisyourday

andwegonnahavethebesttimeever.".She

cheeredandIjoinedin.

Shegotupandwenttoherluggage."I'vegot



somethingforyou."Shecamebackwitha

bottleofliquor.

"IordanovvodkaandthesebabyareSwarovski

crystals."

Sheflauntedasshepouredmesomeofher

expensivevodka.Itookasipandcouldn'tgoon.

"ThankyoufriendbutIdon'tneedthisandjust

tosayIoncesawabottleofthiskindin

Damien'soffice."

ShegigglednervouslyandIshruggeditoff.

Momenteredwithmymotherandtheyboth

gavemenhugsandkisses.Ilovethesetwo.



"Okaywebettergetreadymydear,timeisnot

onourside.Wewouldfirsthaveaquick

massagethenthemakeartistandhairstylist

woulddotheirworkandwewouldwalkyou

downtheaisle.Ready?"

InoddedbutIwasn't.Iwassonervous.

∆

Theeventsofthedaystarted,wehadaquick

girlthingy.

Champagne,massagesandjustgettingme

prepared.

Afterthatmyhairandmakeupwasdoneand

whenIlookedatthemirrorforthefirstafter

beingpluckedandpickedbythemakeupartistI

felttearsthreatentofall.



"Don'tyoudare."MymotherwarnedandI

nodded.

I'mreallydoingthis.I'mactuallygivingupmy

freedom.

"Ineedsometimealone.Pleasejustgivemea

coupleofseconds."Isaidtoeveryoneinthe

room.

"Butbaby..."MymomjumpedinandIstopped

her.

"Please."Ibeggedandshegoteveryoneout.My

friendshouldbetheonecomfortingmebut

Paigewasjustsodistantsinceshecamehere

toItalyandIcouldn'ttakeherdrama.



AfterawhileofbreathinginslowlysoIcould

calmmyselftherewasaknockonthedoor.I

wrappedthesatinrobeIhadonandwalkedto

openthedoor.

"Damien,whataredoinghere?"

Hejustsmirkedplacingapeckonmycheek."I

heardthebridetobeishavingcoldfeet.Are

youscaredmiaregina(myqueeninItalian)"

Ipoutedlookingathim."Me.Scaredofwhat?"I

askedpittingonthebravestfaceIcouldmaster.

Hecontinuedsmirkingwhiletakingsteps

towardsmeandIstoodstillsoIcouldnotshow

himmyfear."Scaredofme.Maybeyoujust



knowyouwon'tbeabletohandleme.Trustme

alotofwomenwon'tmanagethis."

HesaidreferringtohimselfandIsnorted.

"Ohreally.WhatsospecialaboutyouthatIcan't

?"Iaskedandhemovedcloseruntilhewasa

fewinchesawayfromme.Hismintybreath

fanningmyfaceandsendinggoosebumpsto

mynowextrasensitiveskin.

"This."Hesaidandhislipscaptured

mine,shockingmebutmyhandsbecamelimp.

Theycouldn'tmove,Isowantedtopushhim

butIwasjustfrozen.

Hesoftlipsmovedgracefullyonmineone'sand

Icouldn'tsuppresstheedgetograbhishair.



Knottingmyfingersinhishairamoanescaped

mylipsmakinghimgroanashishandsthat

wereonmywaistpulledmeclosertohisbody.

Hewasn'tdressasyet,justinhistanktopand

joggers.

Hishardbodywasagainstmineaswe

continuedkissing.Ourtonguesfightingfor

dominanceandhewon.Hishandssliddownto

myareandasoftmoanleftmylipsasthose

handsslidundertherobeIworeandsqueezed

mytinybottom.

Ipressedmybodyclosertohisandcouldstart

feelinghiserectiongrowandthatiswhen

realisationhitme.

Ipushedhimbackandhesmirkedrunninghis



handsonhishair.

"Outnow!"IshoutedandhelaughedandwhenI

draggedhimtothedoorIfoundPaigelooking

atus.

"Sorry,Ijustwantedtotalktoyou."

ShesaidwhilehereyesweregluedatDamien

whowasn'tmovedbyherstare.

"Noitsfinehewasjustleaving."Ipushed

Damienoutwhodidn'twanttoleave.

IturnedbacktoPaigeandfixedmyrobe.

"Sothatwhyyoufuckenkickedusouttomake



outwithhim.HekilledyourfatherNtwenhle.He

murderedyourfather."Sheexploded.

Iputmyhandsupinsurrender."Okaychillyour

titswoman.IkissedDamiensowhat?And

pleaseneverevertalkaboutmyfatheragain.I

don'tknowwhatyouhateaboutDamienbut

pleasekeepittoyourself.Sinceyougothere

youhavebeennothingbutasickbitch.You

havebeenbadmouthingDamiensinceyougot

hereandI'mgettingtiredofit."

Ishrilledback."Soyougettingtiredofmenow.

Wowjustbecauseofanewdick."

Ilaughed."NewdickyeahImayhavenottasted

itbutIsurewillandifyouhaveadamnproblem

aboutthatdealwithit."



Shehuffedandrubbedinvisiblesweatonher

forehead."Ican'tbeyourmaidofhonour."She

saidthinkingIwouldbeaffectedbutIshrugged.

"IwouldjustgetLisatobemymaidofhonour.I

ain'tgonnabegyousister."

Sherolledhereyes."I'mgoingbacktoSA."

"Havefundear.NowpleaseleaveIneedtoget

dressedformywedding."Isaidwhileflipping

mybeautifulweave.

Shesmirked."Thisisnotoverbitch.I'mcoming

foryourlife."

"Bringiton."Ismirkedbackandshewalkedout.



Ijustwailedaftersheleft.ImeanIjustlostmy

bestfriend,myonlyfriend.

Mymomwalkedinandshehushedbeforethe

makeupartistdidmyfaceagain.

InowgotdressedinmyweddingdressedandI

lookeddivine.Iwassohappy.

"Readytowalkdowntheaisle."Mymomher

eyesglisteningwithtearsaskedandInodded

asmymomtookmyarm.

TheweddingsongstartedThinkingoutloudby

EdSheeeranoneofmyfavoritesongasmom

tookmetomydestiny,myfuture.

Ididn'tknowwhatitheld.Thehumpsand



bumpsIwouldhavetoclimd.Thelemonit

wouldthrowmywaybutwhatIknewisthatI

wouldbecomethebestpersonIcouldbe.

Shestoppedinfrontofthepriestandkissedmy

cheek."Youwouldalwaysbemyprincess."

Inoddedandshesmiled.Shehandedmeover

toDamienwhohelpedmeupthecoupleof

stepsbeforeIstoodinfrontofhim.

Helookedveryhandsome,irresistibleifImay

sayandhisgroomsmen.ConsistingofZayn

andtwootherguysIdidn'tknowandmy

bridesmaids.

Ihadfour,Paigebeingmymaidofhonourbut

shedeclinedsoIwasleft.withthreebeing

Lisa,EmmaandTina.TheyarethreegirlsImet



hereinItalyandeventhoughIdon'tknowthem

thatmuchtheyweregoodtome.

Theweddingthemewasblackandwhitemy

coloursandeventhoughisnotawedding

colouritcameoutreallywell.

"Dearlybeloved,wearegatheredhereinsightof

God,andinpresenceoffamilyandfriendsto

jointogetherthismanandthiswomaninholy

matrimony.WhichiscommendedofSt.Paulto

beanhonourableestate,institutedofGodand

thereforeisnottobeenteredintounadvisedly

orcarelessly,butreverently,joyfullyandinthe

loveofGod.Intothisholyestatethesetwo

personspresentcomenowtobejoined.

Whogivesthisbridetohisgroominmarriage?"

Mymothergotupandsmiled."Ido."Shethen



tookmyhandandplaceditinDamien'sleft

handandwentbacktoherplace.

"IreadnowfromCorinthians13verse4to8

,Loveispatient,loveiskind.Itdoesnotenvy,it

doesnotboast,itisnotproud.Itisnotrude,itis

notselfseeking,itisnoteasilyangered,it

keepsnorecordofwrongs.Lovedoesnot

delightinevilbutrejoiceswiththetruth.It

alwaysprotect,alwaystrusts,always

hope,alwayspreserves.Loveneverfails.

NtwenhleandDamiencometodaydesiringto

beunitedinthisscaredrelationship."

Iwasnowshaking.Wedon'tloveeachother

andthispriestisspeakingsohighlyoflove.I

felttearsrushdownmyfaceandDamienwiped

themundermyveilwithhisrighthand.



"Letuspray.'OAlmightyGodyouhavecreated

usallintheimageoflove,theimageofyourself.

Blessnowthesetwowhostandbeforeyou.

Guidetheminyourwisdom,shineyourlight

uponthem,thatastheyjourneythroughthislife

togethertheywillwalkasbearersofyourtruth.

Amen."

IgavemybouquettoLisaandDamienandI

joinedhands.

"Iaskyoueachnow,torepeatthemarriage

vows."

"Groom,IDamienAlvaradotakeyou,Ntwenhle

Qhwantiformyweddedwife.Toloveand

cherish,forbetterorworse,forricherorpoorer.

Insicknessandinhealth.Fromthisday

forward."



Herepeatedjustwhatthepriest.

Thenitwasmyturn.

"INtwenhleQhwantitakeyouDamienAlvarado

formyweddedhusband,Toloveandcherish,

forbetterorworse,forricherorpoorer,in

sicknessandinhealth.Fromthisdayforward."

Ialsorepeatedafterhim.Thepriestthenasked

thattheringsbeplacedinhishandsandhe

blessedthem.

"Asyouplacethusringonyourpartner'sfingerI

askthatyourepeatthesewords.Thisringismy

scaredgifttoyou,Asymbolofmylove,Asign

thatfromthisdayforwardandalways,Mylove



willsurroundyou,WiththisringItheewed."

Formalitiescontinuedandwhenhefinally

pronouncedusasMrandMrsAlvarado.My

feetwerealreadykilling.
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FLYINGFISTS

NTWENHLE

WewerenowonthetopofoneoftheItalian

alpsandIwasenjoyingtheview.The

photographertakingpicturesofthismemorable



day.

Thesunwasalmostsettingandachillybreeze

wastingingmyexposedskinwhileDamien

stoodbehindme,hewasincrediblycloseashis

headlaidonthecrookofmyneckwhispering

dirtythingsonmyearsendingafunnyfeelingto

myhoneypot.

Iwasgettingalittletoohotandbotheredand

thepoorphotographerdidn'tseeanything.The

wayhegracefullyplacedhishandsonmybutt.

HisbodytoocloseandIcouldfeelhisgrowing

erection.

I'msuremyeyeswerenowdilatedandmyskin

flushedred.Wetookallsortofpicturesasthe

sunturnedadeepredcolourbeforesetting.



ThemomentwegottothereceptionistIneeded

thetoilet.Ihavechangedfrommylongwedding

gownintoakneelengthdress.Igotinthereand

satonthetoiletseat.

MyheadrestingonthewallasItookdeep

breathsin.Iclosedmyeyesasmybody

experiencedallsortsofweirdthings.

Firstlymypantywassoakedwet,IknewIwas

notonmyperiodsinceIalreadywentduringthe

month.SoIpulledmylacythongdownandit

wasstainedwithaslimmywhitesubstance.It

wasnotdischargeno,itwastoomuch.Andmy

breastfeltsoheavy,mynippleswerehardand

almoststickingout.

Isighednotknowingwhattodobuttherewasa

persistentknockonmybathroomdoorandI



gotup,pulledmypantyupandopenedthedoor.

"What'sgoingondarling?"SheaskedasI

walkedoutofthebathroomafterflushing

nothinginparticular.

Istartedwashingmyhandsandshestaredat

mecuriously."Nothing,Ijustneededtopee."I

saidinnocentlyassheinspectedmeasalways.

"Whyareyousoflushed?"Igiggledstaringat

mycrimsoncheeksasIshookmyhead.

"Itwasstuffyinthetoiletmother."Iliedthrough

myteethandsheseemedtobelieveme.

"Okaythenhurryupandgothrowyourbouquet.

Youtwowouldbeleavingtoyourhoneymoon

soon."



Ismiledathersentenceasifitwasthebeat

newsIcouldhearbutdeepinsideIwasfarfrom

happy.

Iwalkedhacktothereceptionandconversed

withacoupleofpeoplewhostoppedmeonmy

wayforachat.Iwassplendidasmysmilewas

keptintact,flashingmypearlyteethhereand

thereforpictures.

Iwasfinallyreleasedfromtheclutchesof

conversationsIcouldn'trememberasIdidn't

botherlisteningto.

Ifinallysatdownnexttomylovinghusband...

Not,andwesmiledforacoupleofpictures.



Ithrewmybouquetanditlandedonthefloor

nexttopinkhighheels,runningmyeyesupthe

bodyoftheluckysinglegirlIwasmetwith

Paigewhosmirkedatmebeforeshepinkup

mylightpinkbouquet.

IflashedheroneofmyColgatesmilewhile

clappingcheerfullyandthenitwasDamien's

turntothrowmygarter.

Hetookhistimeundermydressashrdivedin

toripthegarterofmythigh.Ifelthistongue

slidupmythighafterleavingwetfeatherkisses

.Ibitmynailinanticipationandwhenheblew

throughmylacythongIcouldfeelallmy

sensesleaveme.

Heslidhistongueupthelenghtofmyvagina

andIclumpedmythighstogethergettingsome



cheersfromthespectators.

Iopenedmyeyesandfeltbloodrushtomy

cheeks,lordthiswassoembarrassing.Hecame

outwiththegarterandallthebachelorslined

upcheered.

HethrewanditsurprisinglylandedonZayn's

hairandhetookitoffplacingitonhis

girlfriend'sneck."I'mmarryingyousoon."He

screamedandhiscutegirlfriendblushed.

IfonlythatwasDamienandI.ShitwhyamI

eventhinkinglikethat.

IhaveDamienremember.

WellIdo.



Myfatherwouldhavewantedthatright.

Istoppedmyselffromthinkingtoomuchasthe

cheeringstoppedandaloudbangwasheard.

EveryonewentdownontheirstomachandI

mentallyrolledmyeyes.

Can'tIhaveonenormaldaywithoutgunsand

violence.

IlookedtowardstheentranceandUncleLloyd

walkedin.Hewasacoupleoffamilymembers

frommyfather'ssidewhowerealsoinvolvedin

thisgangthing.

Igotupaslyingonmystomachinmybeautiful

expensivedresswasn'tveryattractive.



"UncleLyold."Isaidcheerilyandhewrappedhis

musculararmsaroundme.

Hisismyfather'syoungerbrotherandthe

closestuncleIhave.

Heisalsoanutcase,rumorsaroundsaythat

myuncleisveryfastonthegun.Heshootsfirst

thenaskquestionsbuttomehewouldforever

bemybestfriendwhobroughtmechocolates

whenmyfathergroundedme.

"Princess,howhaveyoubeen?"Heusedthe

nicknameeveryoneusesonmeandIsmiled.

"Whyareyouallowingthis?Whyareyouletting

yourmotherdragyouintothis,thisbullshit.



Thatgoodfornothinghasdoneeverythingbut

willnevertarnishmybrother'sname."

HeroaredandIstartedgettingscared.Igave

neverseenUncleLloydsoangrybefore.My

mothercameandstoodinfrontofus.

"Howdareyouspeaksoillofme.I'mbuilding

myhusbandslegacyhereandIdon'tneedyou

oranyofthemtoruinmydaughterswedding."

Mymothershoutedbackwithequalanger.

"OhIcursethedayLubanzimarriesyou.You

havebeennothingbutapestintheQhwanti

clan..."

Beforehecouldfinishhissentencemymother

punchhimandIsteppedawayfromthem.I

haveseenmanyoftheirfightsbeforeandknew



thatgettinginvolvedwaspointless.

UncleLloyddidn'twastetimeslappingherback

andshestumbledabit."ohLloydyoufullof

jealously.Ihave.madewhatmyhusbandleft

intoasuccesssomethingyouwouldhavefailed

todo.I'veproventhatmypussyisfarmuch

moreusefulthenyourpenisthatallitknowsis

fuckingeverypussyitfinds."

Iclosedmyeyesastearsthreatenedtofall.

Placingmyhandsonmyearstoblocktheir

annoyingvoices.ShakingmyheadIranaway.I

couldn'ttakeitnomore.

Iranoutandsatonthecoolwaterfountain.

WhileIseepedaway.Lettingmysorrows

washedawaywithmytears.Imissesmyfather

,ifhewasherenonofthiswouldbehappening.



Myfatheralwaysknewhowtohandlethesetwo

andwhenhewasaroundtherewasalways

peace.

TheworldhatedandfearedhimbutIlovedand

cherishedmyfather.

Iheardfootstepscomingcloserandturned

aroundtofindDamienmakinghiswaycasually

tome.

Helookedsohandsomeasthemoonshoneon

hisbrownhairthatwasnowmessyfromhim

runninghisfingersthroughit.

Hesatnexttomeandthesoundsurrounding

usonlybelongingtotherushingwaterandmy



nowsoftsobs.

"SoMisshotpantscanalsocry?"Hemocked

andIfeltlikecryingagain.

Hesmirkedbeforehestartedwipingmy

tears."Chillmiaregina,I'monlyjoking."Ipouted

andhescootednexttome.

"Icalledmyprivatejettocometakeustoour

honeymoonreadytogo."

Inodded,Iratherbeanywherebuthereevenifit

meansbeingstickwiththisannoyingDamien.

"Nobodyisgoinganywhere."Iturnedaroundto

findmyUncleholdingaguntowardsDamien

whowasn'tmovedatall.



Hetookthegunawaythenpunchedhimonhis

facemakinghimgroanandfallintothewater.I

helpedhimoutandUncleLloydstillpointedhis

gunathim.

"I'mdoingthisformybrother."

NotthinkIcrouchedandlaidontooofDamien.

Idon'tknowwhyIwasprotectinghimbutitfelt

liketherightthingtodo.

"MoveNtwenhle,I'mnotjoking."

Ishookmyheadathiscommand.

"Myfatherwouldn'thavewantedthis.Hewould

wanttorestinpeaceandthiswontnhwlp



anyone.Youcan'tfightfirewithfire."

Heseemedtothinkforabitbeforeshooting

Damien'slegandwalkingaway.

Ilookedathisbloodiedleganddidn'tknow

whattodo.Everyonewaswatchinglikeamovie

wasbeingshotandIsowantedtoslapeach

andeveryoneofthem.

ThejetlandedandZaynemergedfromthe

crowd."Don'tworry,wewouldtreathimonthe

jet."

IshookmyheadandI'msuremyfacelooked

likeamess.Iwascryingwithmucusrunning

downmynose.



Agroupofhisguardscarriedhimaintothejet

asitlandedandIalsowalkedinaftersaying

goodbyetomymother.

TheinteriorwasmagnificentbutIcouldn'tpay

muchattentiontoitasIrushedbehindDamien

buttheylockedmeout.

Ibucklesupononeofthestoolswhiletryingto

cleanmyface.

AmIreadyforthis?

Tobethemafiabosswife.

Towitnessallofthis.
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LONELYNIGHTSANDLONELYDAYS

NTWENHLE

ACOUPLEOFMONTHSLATER

Thisbiologyexamwastoughbutinjustforty

fiveminutesintothetwohoursweweregiven,I

wasdone.

NotbecauseI'mageniusbutbecauseofthe

hardworkIhaveputinsincedayone.Igotup

gavemyanswersheetinthenwalkedoutofthe

examroomforthelasttime.

Mymatricyearwashardandhavingtodeal

withlivingwithDamiendidn'thelp.

AfterourshorthoneymooninNewZealand,

Queenstown.Ithoughtmaybewewouldgrow

closertogether,learntoaccepteachotherand



haveacommonunderstandingbutIwaswrong.

HestilllivedthelifeofabachelorandI

witnesseditall.Thewayhechangedrightin

frontofmewhileIworethisdiamondringon

myfinger.Hewasn'tshy,heexposedhis

womentothepublicandthejournalistswere

havingafielddaywiththefailureofmy

marriage.

Iendeduplockingmyselfatourbeautifulhouse

hebuilt.IwashomeschooledsoIdidn'treally

needtogooutalot.Iburiedmyselfinschool

andblockedtheentireworldout.

Irantomymother,mysanctuarybutshekicked

mebacktothehellhole.Shetoldmetowoman

upandfacedmymaritalproblemsheadon.



Iwasbacktothehardshipagain.

IgotintototheblackSUVasMattopenedthe

doorformeandImouthedathankyou.Ihave

fourmenwithmeallthetime.Matt,mydriver

andheisalsoatrainedbodyguardandthree

others.

TheydrovemebacktothehugemansionthatI

alwaysseemedtoadmire.Thisplaceishuge

withanunusualarchitecturetoit.

Ijustsleptoutsideonthepatiothathadcomfy

couchesonit,withthemahoganywoodonthe

floor.

Ijustwantedsomepeace,soIcouldfocusmore

onmyself.Ihavebeensobusywithtryingto

getDamien'sattentionsohecouldnoticeIhave



forgottobeme.

IknewhewasbackhomebyhiswhiteRange

Roverthatwasparkedonthelongdriveway

andIdidn'twanttoseehim.Everytimemyeyes

landonhisperfectfacesomethingmoveinside

ofmebutIknewIcouldn'thavehimevenwith

ourmarriagecertificateframedbeautifullyon

thewallandthenumerousweddingpictureswe

tookonthebeautifulalpsbackinItaly.

Iwokeuptoawetslimmythingallovermyface

andwhenmyeyesfellopenIwasmetby

curiousbrowneyesstaringatme.

Ifreakedoutandpushedthatthingawayonlyto

situpandfindBulletlookingatmewithsad

eyes.



Igroanedtakingthepitbullpuppyintomyarms

andheskimmedonmyarms."Nowwhosea

goodpuppy?"Isaidticklinghistummingashis

waggingtonguestartedlickingme.

Andtheentiredogfamilydecidedtocomejoin

thefun.DamienhadfourdogsandatfirstIwas

superscaredofthem butastimewentonI

warmeduptothedogsandtheyhavekeptme

companyonmylonely.

Iplayedwiththemforawhilebeforetakingmy

bagandwalkinginandonthedinnertablesat

Paigedrinkingacupofcoffee.

Ihaven'tseenherforthewholeyearandshe

decidestocomenow."Hello."Isaidawkwardly

asIwalkeddownthecoupleofstairsbefore

standinginfrontofher.



Shegavemeatightsmuoebeforeplacinga

pinkTupperwarecontainerinfrontofher.

"Peaceoffering."ShesaidandIstaredather

foldingmyarms."LookIhavebeenassandI

finallyrealisedmymistake.I'msorryNtwenhle,I

reallyam.Ididn'tconsideryourfeelings.Iwas

drivenbyjealouslybutallIwantnowisyou

forgiveness."

Ilookedatherfacelookingforanysignsofher

lyingbutshelookedlegit.Itookthecontainer

andopenedit."Chocolatemuffin,youstill

remember."

IsaidasIlookedatoneofmyfavourite

dessert."HowcouldIforget?"



WesmiledateachotherandItookoneofthe

muffinbeforeIcouldeatitthefrontdoorburst

openandDamienwalkedin.

HeisneverhomeearlyandbeforeIcouldeat

themuffinhetosseditoffmyhandandkissed

me.

Iwassoshockedbyhissuddenchangein

attitudeIfrozeandwhenhefinallybrokethe

kissIjuststaredathimdumbfounded.

Hesmiledrunningafingeronmycheek."I

rushedassoonasIcould,Matttoldmeyou

werehavingextremeperiodpainsareyouokay

aretheythatbad.Letmetakeyouupstairsso

youcouldliedown."

HesaidwhilecarryingmeandIjustshookmy



headconfused.HowthehelldoesheknowI

haveextremePMSandI'mnotevenonmy

period.

"I'mfine."Isaidandhesmileddownatme

kissingmynose."Noarguing,yougoingtolie

down."

Ididn'targueashetuckedmeinbedbefore

lockingmeinhisroom.

Wedon'tshareroomssoitfeltweirdsleepingin

hislargebedwithsoftblacksheets.Ifeltcalm

asIknewnowomanhaseverslepthere.

Hemaybeawhorebuthehasneverbrought

hiswomentoourhouse.



∆

DAMIEN

Irushedbackdownstairsafterlocking

Ntwenhleinmyroom.Aftergettingacallfrom

MatttellingmethatPaigewasinthehouseI

knewshewasuptonogood.

Istoppedseeingheraftermyweddingbutshe

hasbeenbeggingmesincethen.Ilovemywife

insomeweirdwaybutIcan'tgiveherwhatshe

wants.

Ican'tbringherintothisdarkworldIliveand

destroyherperfectlife.Iratherhaveherinmy

lifebutatarmslength.

Shehasjustclosedthelidtothosemuffinshe

broughtformywifeaswasmakingherwayout.



Igrabbedherhairandpulledherbacktothe

chairshewasseatedin.

PullinganotherchairIsatinfrontofher."What

doyouwantinmylife?"Iaskedherhonestly

andburstoutlaughingbitterly.

"Youthinkyoucanusemeandtossmeaside

likethat."SherumbledbackandIsmirked.

"Ithoughtyouenjoyedbeingusedbyme

,Paige."

Herangeredacceleratedandsheslappedme.I

wasn'tmovedbutIhadtoteachthisbitchsome

manners.



Takingthethathadmuffinsinit,Itookout

one."whatareinthese?"Iaskedcalmlyandshe

startedplayingwiththehemofher

dress,lookinganywherebutmyeyes.

"Soyouthoughtyoucouldkillherjustlikethat.I

knowNtwenhleisgullibleandnaïvebuther

manishardcore."

Shestillwasn'tlookingatme.

IremovedthegunIhadsafelytuckedonmy

pantandplaceditonthetable.Iknewnoone

woulddisturbuswithNtwenhlelockedinmy

soundproofroom.

"Youaregoingtochoose,I'mgoingtoputa

bulletthroughyouheadrightnoworyouare

goingtoeatyourmuffins."



HereyesstartedtodampenedandIhadno

mercy."Ican'teatthosemuffins."Shesaid

slowlyandIgotup.encirclingher.

"Why?"

Hertearsstartedtospill.

"Ipoisonedthem.DamienIwantustotakea

chance.Iloveyou,Iloveyousomuchbutwith

Ntwenhleonthewaywewillneverbetogether.I

hadtogetridofhersowecouldbothlivein

peace."

Igrabbedmyheadinfrustration.Issheinsane

orwhat.Justbecauseweslepttogethersheis

alreadyplanningafairytalelifewiththetwoof



us.

Itookofmysuitcoat,androlledmyshirt

sleevesup.Iwantedtoteachheralessonshe

wouldneverforget.

MyhandwrappedaroundherneckandIchoked

herwhilegettinghertostandonherfeet.Her

longnailswereclawingmyhandssoIcouldlet

hergobutIkeptmyhandtightlyonherneckfor

awhilebeforeIdroppedheronthefloor.

Shestruggledtocatchherbreathforawhile

butIbroughtherupthensmackedherletting

herbodyslumpedtotheflooragain.

BeforeIcouldgiveheranicebeating,Zayn

walkedinandkickedherout.



"Areyouinsane!"Hewalkedbackinscreaming

atme.

"Youcouldhavekilledher...".Iputmyhandup

signallinghimtoshutup.

Hehuffed."Whereisyourwife?"

HeaskedandIgavehimacoldlook."The

whereaboutsofmywifedoesn'tconcernyou."

Icorrectedbackandheshookhishead."I'mnot

interestedinyourwife,I'mjustprotectingher

fromtheanimalyouare.Haveyoueverputher

feelingsinconsideration.Allthesewomenyou

arebusyingwithwhileshesitsathomewaiting

foryou."



Hethrewamagazineatme."Thesescandalyou

arecausingtheyareaffectinghertoo,itsjust

sheputtingthisbravefrontandactinglikethere

isnothingwrong.Youbettermanupandclaim

yourwifeortheyarealotofmenwillingtotake

yourposition.Shewasn'tclaimedasbeingone

ofthehottestyoungwifearoundDurbanfor

nothing."

Hesaidbeforewalkingout.
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Thisbiologyexamwastoughbutinjustforty

fiveminutesintothetwohoursweweregiven,I

wasdone.



NotbecauseI'mageniusbutbecauseofthe

hardworkIhaveputinsincedayone.Igotup

gavemyanswersheetinthenwalkedoutofthe

examroomforthelasttime.

Mymatricyearwashardandhavingtodeal

withlivingwithDamiendidn'thelp.

AfterourshorthoneymooninNewZealand,

Queenstown.Ithoughtmaybewewouldgrow

closertogether,learntoaccepteachotherand

haveacommonunderstandingbutIwaswrong.

HestilllivedthelifeofabachelorandI

witnesseditall.Thewayhechangedrightin

frontofmewhileIworethisdiamondringon

myfinger.Hewasn'tshy,heexposedhis

womentothepublicandthejournalistswere



havingafielddaywiththefailureofmy

marriage.

Iendeduplockingmyselfatourbeautifulhouse

hebuilt.IwashomeschooledsoIdidn'treally

needtogooutalot.Iburiedmyselfinschool

andblockedtheentireworldout.

Irantomymother,mysanctuarybutshekicked

mebacktothehellhole.Shetoldmetowoman

upandfacedmymaritalproblemsheadon.

Iwasbacktothehardshipagain.

IgotintototheblackSUVasMattopenedthe

doorformeandImouthedathankyou.Ihave

fourmenwithmeallthetime.Matt,mydriver

andheisalsoatrainedbodyguardandthree

others.



TheydrovemebacktothehugemansionthatI

alwaysseemedtoadmire.Thisplaceishuge

withanunusualarchitecturetoit.

Ijustsleptoutsideonthepatiothathadcomfy

couchesonit,withthemahoganywoodonthe

floor.

Ijustwantedsomepeace,soIcouldfocusmore

onmyself.Ihavebeensobusywithtryingto

getDamien'sattentionsohecouldnoticeIhave

forgottobeme.

IknewhewasbackhomebyhiswhiteRange

Roverthatwasparkedonthelongdriveway

andIdidn'twanttoseehim.Everytimemyeyes

landonhisperfectfacesomethingmoveinside

ofmebutIknewIcouldn'thavehimevenwith



ourmarriagecertificateframedbeautifullyon

thewallandthenumerousweddingpictureswe

tookonthebeautifulalpsbackinItaly.

Iwokeuptoawetslimmythingallovermyface

andwhenmyeyesfellopenIwasmetby

curiousbrowneyesstaringatme.

Ifreakedoutandpushedthatthingawayonlyto

situpandfindBulletlookingatmewithsad

eyes.

Igroanedtakingthepitbullpuppyintomyarms

andheskimmedonmyarms."Nowwhosea

goodpuppy?"Isaidticklinghistummingashis

waggingtonguestartedlickingme.

Andtheentiredogfamilydecidedtocomejoin

thefun.DamienhadfourdogsandatfirstIwas



superscaredofthem butastimewentonI

warmeduptothedogsandtheyhavekeptme

companyonmylonely.

Iplayedwiththemforawhilebeforetakingmy

bagandwalkinginandonthedinnertablesat

Paigedrinkingacupofcoffee.

Ihaven'tseenherforthewholeyearandshe

decidestocomenow."Hello."Isaidawkwardly

asIwalkeddownthecoupleofstairsbefore

standinginfrontofher.

Shegavemeatightsmuoebeforeplacinga

pinkTupperwarecontainerinfrontofher.

"Peaceoffering."ShesaidandIstaredather

foldingmyarms."LookIhavebeenassandI

finallyrealisedmymistake.I'msorryNtwenhle,I



reallyam.Ididn'tconsideryourfeelings.Iwas

drivenbyjealouslybutallIwantnowisyou

forgiveness."

Ilookedatherfacelookingforanysignsofher

lyingbutshelookedlegit.Itookthecontainer

andopenedit."Chocolatemuffin,youstill

remember."

IsaidasIlookedatoneofmyfavourite

dessert."HowcouldIforget?"

WesmiledateachotherandItookoneofthe

muffinbeforeIcouldeatitthefrontdoorburst

openandDamienwalkedin.

HeisneverhomeearlyandbeforeIcouldeat

themuffinhetosseditoffmyhandandkissed

me.



Iwassoshockedbyhissuddenchangein

attitudeIfrozeandwhenhefinallybrokethe

kissIjuststaredathimdumbfounded.

Hesmiledrunningafingeronmycheek."I

rushedassoonasIcould,Matttoldmeyou

werehavingextremeperiodpainsareyouokay

aretheythatbad.Letmetakeyouupstairsso

youcouldliedown."

HesaidwhilecarryingmeandIjustshookmy

headconfused.HowthehelldoesheknowI

haveextremePMSandI'mnotevenonmy

period.

"I'mfine."Isaidandhesmileddownatme

kissingmynose."Noarguing,yougoingtolie

down."



Ididn'targueashetuckedmeinbedbefore

lockingmeinhisroom.

Wedon'tshareroomssoitfeltweirdsleepingin

hislargebedwithsoftblacksheets.Ifeltcalm

asIknewnowomanhaseverslepthere.

Hemaybeawhorebuthehasneverbrought

hiswomentoourhouse.
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Irushedbackdownstairsafterlocking

Ntwenhleinmyroom.Aftergettingacallfrom

MatttellingmethatPaigewasinthehouseI

knewshewasuptonogood.



Istoppedseeingheraftermyweddingbutshe

hasbeenbeggingmesincethen.Ilovemywife

insomeweirdwaybutIcan'tgiveherwhatshe

wants.

Ican'tbringherintothisdarkworldIliveand

destroyherperfectlife.Iratherhaveherinmy

lifebutatarmslength.

Shehasjustclosedthelidtothosemuffinshe

broughtformywifeaswasmakingherwayout.

Igrabbedherhairandpulledherbacktothe

chairshewasseatedin.

PullinganotherchairIsatinfrontofher."What

doyouwantinmylife?"Iaskedherhonestly

andburstoutlaughingbitterly.



"Youthinkyoucanusemeandtossmeaside

likethat."SherumbledbackandIsmirked.

"Ithoughtyouenjoyedbeingusedbyme

,Paige."

Herangeredacceleratedandsheslappedme.I

wasn'tmovedbutIhadtoteachthisbitchsome

manners.

Takingthethathadmuffinsinit,Itookout

one."whatareinthese?"Iaskedcalmlyandshe

startedplayingwiththehemofher

dress,lookinganywherebutmyeyes.

"Soyouthoughtyoucouldkillherjustlikethat.I

knowNtwenhleisgullibleandnaïvebuther



manishardcore."

Shestillwasn'tlookingatme.

IremovedthegunIhadsafelytuckedonmy

pantandplaceditonthetable.Iknewnoone

woulddisturbuswithNtwenhlelockedinmy

soundproofroom.

"Youaregoingtochoose,I'mgoingtoputa

bulletthroughyouheadrightnoworyouare

goingtoeatyourmuffins."

HereyesstartedtodampenedandIhadno

mercy."Ican'teatthosemuffins."Shesaid

slowlyandIgotup.encirclingher.

"Why?"



Hertearsstartedtospill.

"Ipoisonedthem.DamienIwantustotakea

chance.Iloveyou,Iloveyousomuchbutwith

Ntwenhleonthewaywewillneverbetogether.I

hadtogetridofhersowecouldbothlivein

peace."

Igrabbedmyheadinfrustration.Issheinsane

orwhat.Justbecauseweslepttogethersheis

alreadyplanningafairytalelifewiththetwoof

us.

Itookofmysuitcoat,androlledmyshirt

sleevesup.Iwantedtoteachheralessonshe

wouldneverforget.



MyhandwrappedaroundherneckandIchoked

herwhilegettinghertostandonherfeet.Her

longnailswereclawingmyhandssoIcouldlet

hergobutIkeptmyhandtightlyonherneckfor

awhilebeforeIdroppedheronthefloor.

Shestruggledtocatchherbreathforawhile

butIbroughtherupthensmackedherletting

herbodyslumpedtotheflooragain.

BeforeIcouldgiveheranicebeating,Zayn

walkedinandkickedherout.

"Areyouinsane!"Hewalkedbackinscreaming

atme.

"Youcouldhavekilledher...".Iputmyhandup

signallinghimtoshutup.



Hehuffed."Whereisyourwife?"

HeaskedandIgavehimacoldlook."The

whereaboutsofmywifedoesn'tconcernyou."

Icorrectedbackandheshookhishead."I'mnot

interestedinyourwife,I'mjustprotectingher

fromtheanimalyouare.Haveyoueverputher

feelingsinconsideration.Allthesewomenyou

arebusyingwithwhileshesitsathomewaiting

foryou."

Hethrewamagazineatme."Thesescandalyou

arecausingtheyareaffectinghertoo,itsjust

sheputtingthisbravefrontandactinglikethere

isnothingwrong.Youbettermanupandclaim

yourwifeortheyarealotofmenwillingtotake

yourposition.Shewasn'tclaimedasbeingone



ofthehottestyoungwifearoundDurbanfor

nothing."

Hesaidbeforewalkingout.
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Iwokeuplaterandtheskywasnowdeepblue

withstarstwinklingbrightly.Isighedasthe

masculinescentthatcouldonlybelongtoone

personsurroundedme.

Myeyeswerestillheavyfromsleepbutmy

bodywasrejuvenated.Rubbingmyfacewith

myhandstoshakeoffmysleep.

Iswingmylegsovermyfeettouchingthegrey

rugcarpetthatwaslaidnearDamien'sbedand



Igotup.Walkingoutofhisroom.

Enteringmyownroom,Ifounditbare.Allofmy

clothesthatfilledmyclosestweregone.

Ipanick.

Runningdownstairsinafrenzy,Iwasmetby

Damien'sgorgeousmusclesinaapron.Itooka

breathin.

Seeinghimtoplesswiththeaprononashe

hummedatunewhilestirringsomethingonthe

stove.

Shakingthethoughtsthatwererumblingonmy

mind."Wehavebeenrobbed!"Ihaveyelledand

heturnedtomewithasmirk.Switchingthe



stoveoffheremovedtheapronhehadonwhile

hiseyesremainedgluedtomyface.

Itriedsohardnotrunningmyeyesdownhis

sinfullygoodtorsoandwhenheflippedthe

apronoveronebarstool.Hewalkedcloserand

stoodinfrontofthecounter.

"Whathavetheygot?"Heaskedcasually.

"Myshoes,myclothes.Ohmybeautiful

handbags.Mylifeisover."

Isobbedsittingonthebarstoolfrowning.He

justshookhishead,thecornersofhismouth

curvingintoadelicatesmilethatfittedhim

perfectly.



"Justchill,Iaskedthehelptomoveyourclothes

tomyroom."

Thattookmebysurprise.Myclothesinhis

closest."Why?"

Iaskedassincewehaveeversetfootinthis

housewehavelikestrangerslivingtogether

thensuddenlyheismovingmyclothesintohis

closest.

"Wearemarried,maybeitstimeweworkedon

ourmarriage."Hesaiddirectlystaringatme

andIburstoutlaughing.

"Ahreallywhythesuddenchangeofheart.Now

thatyoudonefuckingthewholeofDurbanyou

comebacktothesweetinnocentwifewho

wouldacceptyouwithwarmarms.Youdon't



knowmeDamien."

Isaidbangingmyhandonthecounterand

walkingbacktotheroom.Ihadaquickshower

,woresomecomfyclothesthenwentback

downstairs.

HehaddeckedthetablewithhiscookingandI

sowantedtotastethis.Itwasusuallythehelps

andIwhodothecooking.

Heevenwentasfarasopeningthechairforme

asIsatdown.Hethinkthisisgoingtoimpress

me.

Wehadacalmdinnerwithnoconversation

goingandIwasatpeacewiththesilence."SoI

wasthinkingmaybeweshouldallocatemaybe

adayortwoaweekwherewouldgooutona



date.Justsowecouldkeepuponeachother's

lives.IknowI'mverybusybutI'mwillingto

changemyscheduletoaccommodateyou."

Isnorted."WhyareyoumakingmefeellikeI'm

complicatingyourlife.'Ihavetochangemy

scheduletoaccommodateyou.'PleaseDamien

,ifyouwanttodothingswithme,Iwantyouto

doitfromtheheart."

Igotupthrowingthenapkinonthetable."I've

lostmyappetite."Ishriekedbackbefore

makingmywayupstairs.

Iwalkedintohisroom-ourroomandIwas

impressedtofindmystuffedanimalssittingon

hisbed.

Theylookedsooutofplace,thembeingbright



incolourwhiletheroomwasdarkandscary

looking.

Igotintomypyjamasconsistingofashort,vest

andlongsocks.SettlingintothecomfybedI

readanovel.

DAMIEN

Istaredatherlovelyfaveasshesleptcalmlyon

mychest.Herbreathingslowlyasshehereyes

wereclosedandasmallpoutonhersmalllips.

Iranmyhandsuphertinybodythatwastightly

pressedonme.Myhandrestedonherfirmbutt

anditstayedthereforawhilebeforehereyes

openedandshefreakedoutwhenhereyes

landedonme.



"WhatheckDamiendon'teverscaremelike

that?"Sheblabbedatmewhilesherubbedher

handsonhereyeslikeababy.

"SoIclearedmyscheduletodaysowecould

spendsometimetogether."

Sherolledhereyes."Sowhatdidyouhavein

mind."Sheaskedawinkedgrinspreading

acrossherface.

Ishrugged.Shesmiledevily."Ihavetheperfect

place,getdressedfirmlyandIwoulddriveus

there."

ShegotofthebedhadashowerandIentered

aftershewasdoneandgotmyselfclean.



Wewerenowseatedatthebreakfasttable

eatingandIwasinaformalblacksuitwhileshe

adoredherbodyinakneelengthwhitedress

withfloralprintatthebottomwithblack

stilettosandhernaturalhairinahighbun.

Shelookedgorgeousandinnocentbutwhen

sheparkedthecarinfrontofachurchIknew

shewasnotthatinnocent.

Thisishowsheplannedourday.

Shelookedmesmirking."it'stimewegotcloser

toGodmyhusband.I'msobadass,Imean

bringingthemafiatochurch,youhavegotto

giveittome."



ShesaidraisingherhandandIshruggedbefore

highfivingher.
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DAMIEN

Webeeninthischurchforhoursnowandwhen

Ifinallythoughtweweregoinghome.Itwas

justateabreak.

Wenowstoodoutsideinthebeautifulgarden

holdingcupsoftea.

Idon'tevenliketeabutIwasdoingallofthis

forNtwenhleandsheseemedtobeenjoying

herself.



Alotofpeopleknewheraroundhereasshe

haspausedtoconversewithalotofthem.She

lookedgorgeousinthatdressanditfitted

perfectlyinthisgardenscene.

Aftertheteawewentbacktothechurchand

thepastorcontinuedwithhisbusiness.Ididn't

evenbotherlisteningtohimasIcontinued

checkingmyemails.

Lookingupeveryonewasontheirfeetsinging

andthemostbeautifulvoicewasnexttome.

MyeyeslandedonNtwenhleandIwasshocked

tofindthatthatmelodicalvoicebelongtoher.

Shecansing.

MaybethisprovesthatthereisalotIstillneed

toknowaboutmywife.



Theserviceendedandwemadeourwaytoour

car.Idecidedagainstguardstodaysowecould

haveourprivacy.

Igotintothecarandshestoodoutherdoor

side."Getinthecarsowecouldgograbsome

lunch."

ShejustcontinuesstandingandIsighedgetting

offthecarandstandinfrontofher."Asmy

husband,youbetterstartbeingmoreofa

gentlemanDamien.Nowopenthedoorforme

hubby."

Icompletelyforget,inmyworldwomandidn't

carewhatIdidforthem.IfIshoweredthem

withmoney,theypleasedmyneedsnothing

matteredbutnowthefinerthingsmatterlike



goingtochurchoropeningthedoorforher.

WedrovetocaféSpainandhadcakewithtea

eventhoughIhatedteabutshelikeditandI

guessinarelationshipsomesacrificeshaveto

bemade.

IlatertookhertocaféSpainandhadcakewith

teaeventhoughIhateteabutshelikeditandI

guessinarelationshipsomesacrificeshaveto

bemade.

TakingherbackhomeIsettlesdowninmy

studycatchinguponsomeworkbutshehad

somemoreideasuphersleeve.

Shesaunteredintomyofficeinnothingbuta

redbikiniwithwhitepolkadotsandhertiny

bodylookedfantasticinit.



"ArghDamienyouaresoboring.Reallynow

work.Let'sgoforaswim."

BeforeIcouldprotestshewasalreadydragging

metoourindoorpool.

Ineverreallynoticedherbeauty.Iknewshe

wasgorgeousbutInevertooktimeanalysing

her.Herhighdefinedcheekbone,smallface

withenticingeyes.

Hercheekswerewerecrimsonasshelooked

floatingaroundthepool.Iwasn'tswimmingjust

sittingattheedgewithmyfeetmovingback

andforthinthewaterwatchingher.

Shecameandstoodinfrontofmesprayingme



withwater."Damien,putyourphoneawayand

let'shavefun.Itsthefestiveseasonandyouare

stuckinheapsofwork."

Ijustsmirkedasmyeyesrantoherperky

breaststhatwerecoveredbyasmalllayerof

material.ScenesstartedfillingmymindbutI

mentallyshooktheoff.

Ntwenhleistooinnocenttobebroughtintothe

darknessIhave.Itwilldestroyher,Iwouldnever

letharmcomeherwayandespeciallyharm

fromme.

"Ineedtofinishsomethings."Isaidtryingmy

besttostayawayfromher.

IknewIwouldn'thandlemyselfmuchlongerso

Iknowneedn'ttobeawayfromher.



Shelookedatmedisappointedbutitwasfor

thebest.

Settlinginmyoffice,Idrankvodkafromits

bottle.Zaynwalkedandisitmeorishealways

rightontime.

"TroubleinParadise."HeaskedandIshookmy

head.

Theimagesofherfaceplasteredinmymind.

Itspermanent,Ican'tgetridofitandnow

NtwenhleisthreateningtoshakethewallsI

havebuiltaroundmymind,shieldingeverything.

Mypain,mysufferingmyemotions,everything.

SheisheretodestroymyyearsworkandIcan't



lether.

"Cora,sheisback."Thewayhisfacefellproved

tomethattroubleiscoming.

"Youcan'tgobacktothatdarkholeagain."

Butitwastoolate.
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AweekwentbyandDamienkeptonpushing

meaway.AtfirstIdidn'tminditbutastheweek



startedtowrapInoticedthathewasdoing

everythinginhiswilltoignoreme.

ZaynenteredwhileIwaswrappingupdinner

andsatonthebarstool."Madam."Hesaidwith

asmiledandIreturnedit.

"Howareyoudoing?"IaskedasIclosedthepot

andremovedmyapron.Iwasindenim

shorts,withaloosefittingshirtandslippers.My

hairwasinahighmessyprincessbunandI

waschilled.

"I'mawesome,Lunaistreatingmewell."I

laughedathisstatement.Thereisnothingcuter

thenaguywhoismadlyinlovewithhisgirland

Zaynreallyloveshiswoman.

SomethingIcanonlywishfor.



"Sowhatarewehavingfordinnertonight?"I

staredathimfoldingmyarms.

"HaiboisLunanotfeedingherman."He

chuckled.

"Let'sjustsaysheisprettymuchmadatme

andshekickedmeoutofourplaceandI'mnow

homelesswithnohothomecookedmeal."

Icontinuedcheckingmypots."Grabaplatea

placeitonthetable,I'msureDamienwon'tbe

homeearlytonightsoitsjustyouandI."

Hesmirkedmovingtothedinningroomwithhis

plate."Thatmeansmorefoodformethen."



HecackledandIshookmyheadsmiling.

***

Wewerenowhavingdessertandhewas

crackingjokesleft,rightandcenter.

Whoknewthatcriminalshaveasofterside.

"Waityoudidn'tdothat?"Iaskedand

cracked."YepIdid."

Icouldn'tstoplaughing."Zaynyouare

insane."

Ishookmyheadtakingtheicecreambowlfrom

hishand."Wantabottleofwine."Henodded

andIwenttoDamiencollectionandcameback



withone.

Wewereseatedonthefluffycarpetinfrontof

theblazinghotflamesfromthefireplacewhile

amoviewason.

IpouredtwoglassesofredwineforusandI

joinedhimagain."Tellmemoreofyourfunny

stories."Isaidaftergulpingsomewine.

Hesmiled."Welltherewasthisonetime

when..."Hestoppedmidsentencewhen

Damien.Hedisheveledandabitdrunk.

"CosyIsee."Irolledmyeyesgettingup."Hello

toyoutooDamien."

Hejawsclenchedbeforehewalked



upstairs."He'sabitcrumpytonight."

IcommentedandZaynalsogotup."Ialsobetter

getgoing,butgreatevening."

IsmiledasIledhimoutandwentbacktomy

room.DamienwasundressingandIdidn'thave

timeforhismoodswings.Iwashappyaftera

longtimeandIwasn'tgoingtolethimruinit.

"SoyoufuckingwithZaynnow."Iturnedtolook

athimandhiseyesbloodshotred.Helooked

scaryandIhaveneverseenhimlikethis.

"Howcouldyouthinkofmeinsuchamanner.If

IwantedtohavesexwithsomeonewhywouldI

chooseyourfriendoutofallpeople."



HewasslowlymakinghiswaywithmeandI

wasbecomingmoreandmoreangry.

Ididn'tknowwhattodoandwitheachstephe

tookforwardItookonebackandwhenI

crushedonthewallIknewIwasdoomed.

Hestoodinfrontofmetryingtocontrolhimself

buthewasn'twinning.Idon'tknowwhattook

overhimbuthishandslandedonmythroat.

Cuttingmysupplyofoxygen.Hegroanedwhile

hishandstightened.Ihaveneverseensuch

rageinmylifeandasmyhandsdesperately

triedtoremovehishands.

Afterwhatseemedlikeforeverheletmegoand

Islumpedonthefloorlikeasackofpotatoes.

Hewasn'tdoneashecroucheddoneand



grabbedmyjawinhishandandsqueezedit

tightly.

TearsfreelyrandownmycheeksasIdidn't

knowwhyIdeservethis.Idon'twhatdemon

possessedintobeingsobrutalwithme.

HeslappedmeacrossmyfaceandIfaced

awayfrom,Itriedcrawlingtosavemyselfbut

hegrabbedmyhairmakingmelieonmyback.

Heweightwasonmystomachasblowafter

blowItook.Hehadnomercyonmyfaceand

afterscreamingmylungsoutforawhile,Ishut

mymouthandtookhisbeatinglikeIdeservedit.

Hekeptshouting"Cora,youbitch."Overand

overagainuntilhecametoapause.Helooked

atme,noregret,nomercyashegotup.Spitting



atmebeforehelefttheroommakingsureto

lockthedoor.

Icriedmyselftosleep.Mybodytoosoreforme

togetupsoIsleptinthepositionheleftmein.
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Iwokeuptoastingypainonmyfaceand

jerkingup,Iexperiencedpainonmythrobbing

face.



MyeyeswereswollenbutIcouldseealittleand

theMaudwasrubbingornamentonmybig

swollenface.

Ididn'tevenwanttolookatmyselfinthemirror

asIknewIlookedhorrible.WhywouldDamien

dosuchtome?

YesI'venotbeenthebestwife.Ihavecursed

him,hatedhimbutIwasstartingtowarmupto

himandnowhehitsme.

Themaidsaidnothingasshenursedmyface.

Aftershewasdoneshehelpedmeeateven

thoughIcouldn'topenmymouthproperly.

Shefinishedthatandhelpedmedrinkthe



painkillersthenIsleptalmostthewholeday

wakingupoccasionallyforthemaidtohelpme

eatanddrinkpainkillers.

***

AweeklaterIwasstillstuckonthebed,notthat

IwasstillphysicallyhurtnoIjusthadscarthey

ifamiraclecomesbytheymaydisappearor

theywouldforeverbeimprintedonmyfaceasa

reminderofabrutalnightIexperienced.

Ijustlayedinbedstaringatnothing,nothingat

all.Mymindwasblindandheartwashollow.

DamienhasextractedahugepartofmeandI'm

afraidImayneverhaveitback.

Ihaven'tsaidawordtoanyoneforaweekjust

sleepingonmybed,occasionallyeatingthe



foodthemaidgavetome,mystomachhada

mindofitsown.

IhadabathonceinthisweekandIdidn'tcare.

MymindkeptondriftingtoDamientotryand

findreasonwhyhedidthistome?Whatchange?

andmostimportantly.

WhoisCora?

AndwhyamIpayingforhersins.Damiennever

camebackforthatweekandseeinghimwalk

intomyroomwasashocktome.

Iwasverymuchscaredofhimandthethings

hecoulddotomesoIgotupmytearsalready

readytospillashejuststaredatme,leaning

againstthedoor.



Ishookmyhead."Please...don'thurtme."I

struttedandhesmirked.

Sohehadnoremorsewhatsoeverforwhathe

did.Whattypeofmonsteristhismanstanding

infrontofme?

"Ialwaysknewyouwerenothingbutaweak

,patheticbitchandyouhaveproventomethat

younotworththetitleofmywife."

Ijustlookedathimwithtearyeyes,tothinkthat

Iwasalmostfallingforthisman.

"Whyareyoudoingthistome?"

Iasked."WhateverhaveIdonetoyoutodeserve



suchtreatment?"

Tearsnowbetrayedmeandfell."Whoareyou

Damienandwhatdoyouwantinmylife?"

Hesmiledwalkingclosertothebedthensat

nexttome.Hisfingertracingmyscarredfave.

Scarscausedbyhim.

"IhatewomenNtwenhle,everysinglewomenon

thisearth,mymotherincludedandthatwill

neverchange.Womenaretheseanimalsthat

lookbeautifulbutwhenyoudigdeeperyouare

greetedbyflithnothingbutrubbish."

Hishandwasnowaroundmynecksqueezing

tighterandtighterwitheachwordhesaid."No

womanwouldeverwinmyheartagain,notnow

notever.Notevenyou,youwillbemylittlebitch



thatImarried,IwilldowhateverIwantwithyou.

YouwillbetheperfectlittlewifeIdeserve.You

willsatisfyallmyneedsandcarrymychildren

doweunderstandeachother.Youshutyour

mindwhenI'maround,speakwhenspokento,

dowhatIwantanddon'tyoueverleavethis

housewithoutaskingpermissionfrommedo

youhearme."

Inoddedscaredofthisbeastinfrontof

me."SpeakNtwenhle,Iwanttohearyousayit."

"Yes."ItwasbarelyawhisperandIwas

surprisedthatheheardme.

"Goodbecauseifyoudon'tfollowmyrules.I

willpunishyousobadlyyouwillwishyounever

agreedtothismarriage."
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Ijustfinishedcleaningtheentirehouse,itstiring

andIdidn'tevenknowhowImanagedto

completeit.Iwasnowleftwithdishesand

preparingbreakfast.

DamiendecidedtofiretheentirestaffsoI

couldprovethatI'macapablewife.

WhyamIstillhere?

I'mstuckinthisplace,heuppedsecurities,he

hascamerasallover.Damienturnedintothis

obsessed,possessivemanwhojustcan'tlet

melivemylife.



Iwantedtorun,togetawayfromthisabusebut

Ijustcouldn't.

Finishingupbreakfast,Ideckedthetableand

wentbackupstairstohaveabath.Thenget

dressed.

Myentirewardrobehasalsochanged,my

shorts,shortskirtsandpantsallreplacedby

longdressesandskirts.Theonlypairofpants

orshortsIhavearemypyjamas.

Iappliedmakeuponmyfavetohidethescars

thenworealongblackskirts,sleepersandtied

mynaturalhairinahighpony.

Iwentbackdownstairsandhewasalready

seatedhavinghisbreakfast.Itwasonlyseven

inthemorningandIhavealreadycleaneda



hugemansionandmadefood.

Willthisbemylifeforevernothingbutamere

abusedhousewife.ItrytoavoidDamienaround

thehousebutatnightwesharethesamebed

andhehasmadeithiswilltoalwayscuddle

withme.

"Enhle."HecalledmeasIpassedhimtowards

thekitchen.

"Yes."HesmiledasIstoppedtolookat

him."Comehere."Iwalkedclosertohim.

"ThereisaChristmascharityeventI'm

attendingtonightIwantyoubymyside.Isaac

willtakeyoutothemall,soyoucangetadress

andanythingelseyouwillneed."



Inoddedandsmiledatthebackofmyhead.

Thinkingthatthisismychancetorun.

HedismissedmeandIwenttothekitchento

planmyescapebuthavingIsaacwillbeapain.

Thatmanisarobotandisveryscary.

AfterDamienleftIchangedmyoutfitthenIsaac

drovemetothenearestmall.Ididalittle

shoppingjustenjoyingbeingoutofthathouse

aftersuchalongtime.

Boughtalongsleeveblackgownwithstudded

ValentinoheelsandaGucciclutch.Ialsodid

myhair,puttingonalongexpensiveweavethat

wasmaroonandreachedmybackregionand

lateronmynails.



WewerenowatMugg'nBeanandIwashaving

lunch.Thiswasmytimetorunandalthough

thisbigrobotwasnexttomeI'mleaving.

Igotupandhearchedaneyebrow."Ineedto

usetherestroom."Isaidquicklybeforerushing

towardsthebathroomarea.Hepickedupmy

shoppingbagsandfollowedme."Waityoucan't

entertheladiesroomwithme.Itsnotallowed."

Hesighed."MrAlvaradospecificallytoldmeto

followyoueverywhere."

Ifoldedmyarmslookingathim."buthedidn't

sayanythingaboutthebathroom,soplease

givemesomeprivacy."

Heletmeenterthebathroomandthefirstthing

Ididwascheckthewindows.Ichosemugg'n



beanforareasonandthat'sbecauseitwasat

thefirstfloorsoIdidn'tneedtojumpfromany

fifthfloorandbreakmybones.

IopenedthewindowandIcouldfitperfectly.

ThankGodforbeingtiny.

Ijumpedoutofthewindow,lettingmyhair

looseandthrowingthejacketIhadonbackinto

thebathroom.Ijustwantedtodistractthis

bodyguardIhadwithme.

IenteredthecabIcalledearlieranddirectedit

tomymother'splace.Igotthereandtheguards

didn'tgivemeahassle.

TherewasacarparkedonthedrivewayandI



justwonderedwhodiditbelongto.Enteringthe

placewhereIgrewupinbroughtabackold

memoriesoffather.

Iwasmoreclosertomyfatherthenmymother.

WedideverythingtogetherandI'msurehe

wouldneverhavemadememarryDamienno

matterwhat.

AuntEstherwasinthekitchenandIhuggedher

quickly."Whereismother?"

ShewaslostofwordsforabitandIknew

somethingwasupsoIleftherthere.Running

upstairs,Iflungedthedoortoherandmy

father'sroomopenandwhatstoodbeforeme

shookmyinside.

"Mother."IsaidslowlyasIcouldn'tbelievemy



eyes.Ijustshookmyheadrunningdownstairs.

Theybothranafterme,mymomhidingher

nakedbodywitharobeanduncleLloydwas

justinhisboxers.

"You'llfuckingnow."IaskedasIstooddown

thestairswhiletheywererushingdown.

"Baby,itsnothowitslooklike."Mymomsaid.

"Idon'treallycare,whatyou'lldodoesn't

concernmebutmotheryoucouldhavemove

onwithanyoneintheworldbutmyfather's

youngerbrother.Youjustdisgustme."

Shefoldedherarms."youdon'tdaretalktome

insuchamanneryounglady."



"WhydidyouforcemetomarryDamien..."

Iaskedandmyuncleturnedtoher."Youforced

her,Elaineyoutoldmesheagreed."

Shewaslostofwords."MomIcan'ttakeitno

more.Heisabusingme."

Shesmiled."Babyyoucan'trunbackhome

eachtimeyou'lltwohaveaargument.Fightsin

arelationshiparecommonbutyoucan'tgiveup.

Youtwohavespentalmostayeartogetheryou

can'tgiveupnow."

Ishookmyhead.

"WhydidIevencometoyou.Youknow

sometimesIjustwishyoudiedandmyfatheris



stillalive."

IsaidmakingmywayoutandDamien'scarwas

alreadyparkedoutsidethegate.Iknewwhat

willhappenandIwasreadyforit.
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Damiendidn'tdoanythingtomewhenwegot

home.Iguesshedidn'twanttohaveabruise

wifeatthecharitywewereattending.



IthasbeenanhoursinceIwentupstairsto

prepareforthiseventandDamiendownstairs

waslosingit.

ImaybescaredofhimbutIcandosomething

torebelagainsthim.Iwasdonewithmy

makeupandhairandwalkeddownthestairs

withmyclutch.

Helookedstunnedforawhilethenmaskedit

withthefrownhealwaysseemstohave."You

lookbeautiful."HesaidasIsettledinthecar

andIturnedtolookathim.

ForawhileIsawabitofmyoldDamienthere

buthequicklyvanishedjustasfastashecame.

Hedroveustothevenueinpeacefulquiet,and

surprisinglyIdidn'tfeelscaredtobearoundme.



MaybeJulystmaybeIhavethepowerstotame

thisbeast.

Maybethismarriagehappenedforareason.I

maybethelasthopeforhimtobenormalagain.

Ishookthatthoughtoutofmyheadasthecar

cametoastopandhetookabrownwooden

boxfromthebackseat.

Itfeltweirdhavinghimdriveushereasaguard

orsomeoneisalwaystheoneonthewheel.He

openedtheboxandashinypinkandsilver

pistolwithastrap.

"Placethisonyourthighandifyoufeel

endangereduseit."

Inoddedpullingmypuffydressupand

strappingthecoldmetaltomythigh.Ilooked



athimandhegotoutopeningthedoorforme.

Heheldmyhandandhelpmeout."Don'tdo

anythingIwouldn'tbepleasedwithanddon't

talktoanymanwhenI'mnotbyyoursideyou

hearme."

Inodded."Talkdammit."Hehalfshoutedand

luckilydidn'tcatchanyattentionofthenearby

journalists.

"Yes"Isaidsoftlyandhesmiled.Encirclinghis

armaroundmywaistandkissingmycheek.

"Goodgirl."Hesaidandwewalkedposinghere

andthereforpictures.Weweretheperfect

coupleinfrontofeveryone'seyes.



Young.

Loadedandlookedlovelytogether.

Theeventwasasuccessoverall,alitofmoney

wasdonatedandIguesscharitieswillreally

benefit.Iwasseatedonthebarstoolaloneas

Damienwasbusywithotherbusinessman.

Iorderedaglassofjuiceandenjoyedwhile

everyoneelseseemedtobehavingfun.Ikept

awayfrommenasIknewDamienhadhiseyes

onme.

Istaredatmyorangejuiceandthoughtofthe

differentprocessesithadtoundergountilit

wasfinallyaorangejuice.Somethingflashed

andIjerkedoutofmythoughts.



"Beautifulindeed."Hesaidlookingatthe

picturehejusttookofme."ImRobertSummers,

areporter."

Ismiledfaintlyandgotup.HewasamaleandI

wastoldtostayawayfromthem.

"ProblemRobert,"IheardDamiensayashr

madehiswaytowardsuswithasmirk.

Hebentdownandkissedmefullonmylips

takingmebysurprise.Hiskissesalways

seemedtoleavemewithazooinmystomach.

Hesmileddownatmeafterthekisstherana

fingeronmycheek.Ishylylookeddown,he

maybeincrediblyhandsomeandallthe



affectionheisshowingmenowbutI'mstill

scaredofhim.

"Wereyoupesteringmywifeasyouhavebeen

pesteringmeforaslongasIhavelived."

Hesaidasheplacedhisarmonmyshoulders.

HewasmarkinghisterritoryandRobertsawit.

"CanyoublamemeDamien,thelifeofagreat

mafiaisreallyintriguingandnowthatyouhave

thisyoungbeautifulbrideeveryonewantsthe

juiceandwhoelseisgoodatdishingthejuice

ratherthanIthemightRobert."

Hesaidasheturnedaround.HewasgayandI

couldseeitfromhiscolourfulattireand



maroonhair.

"AndImayhavetosayDamienyoucaughta

goodonehereandIdon'tblameyouforbeing

possessive.Sheisacatch."

Ismiledathiscomment."Wellitisnicemeeting

youagainRobertbutIwouldliketohavealittle

chatwithmywifealone."

Heshruggedtakingacardoutofhisdress

shirt."ifyouwanttospillsodirtcallme."Itook

thecardandsmiledandheleft.

WhenhewasfarfromusDamientookthecard

frommeandsquasheditbeforehegluedhis

lipstome.



Ididn'tstophimashekissedmesopassionate

andtender.Ifoundmyselfrespondingtohis

kisses.

Ipushedhimbackslowly."Weinpublic

Damien."

Hesmiledkissingmyforehead."I'mhavingyou

tonight."

Ididn'tknowwhatthatmeanbutitdidshake

mycore.
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Thecarparkedatourgarageandhegotoutto

openmydoor.Hestaredatmeforawhile,just

lookingatmewhileIleanedagainstthecar.He

placedbothhandsonmywaistandjustsmiled

atme.

"Youbeautiful,haveIevertoldyouthat."

Inoddedandhedippedhisheadtakingmylips

intohis.IlovedhiskissessoIcouldntsayno.

HislipssoftandgentleonmyownasItangled

myfingersonhishair.Amoanescapedmylips

ashishandstraveledlowerrubbingmybutt.



Hestoppedremovingastrandofhairthatwas

inmyface."Letsgoinside."Hestartedwalking

awaybutIgrabbedhishand.

"Imnotreadyforsex."Isaidsoftlywhenhe

turnedtolookatme.

Thesmirkhethenworemademesick."Idont

care."

IswallowedhardasIfollowedhimintothe

houseandtheminuteIclosedthedoortothe

entrancehallhewasalreadyalloverme.

Hecarriedmeupstairstoourroomthen

handedmeaboxwithChannelwrittenonit.



"Whatisthis?"IaskedasIinspectedthewhite

boxonmyhand."Openit."HebarkedandI

quicklyopenedtheboxwithshakyhands.

InsideIwasgreetedbyalacematchinglingerie.

Iranmyfingersthroughthesoftfabricthen

lookedhim.

"Gogetdressed."HesaidandwhenIwasabout

toarguehegavemeonecoldlook.

Iwenttoourbathroomandstrippedoffmy

dressandjewellerythenworethepantyandbra.

Ilookedatmyselfonthefulllengthmirrorand

althoughIlikedhowthislingerielookedonmeI

didn'tlikewhatwasabouttohappen.



Myvirginityhasbeensoprecioustome,they

onlyIcouldcontrolbutnowhewasaboutto

takeitandIcouldntstophimevenifIwanted

too.Ijustfeelsoweakandpatheticnothingbut

aninnocentsheltereddaughterofthemafia

whocan'tevenfightherownbattles.

"Enhle!"HeshoutedandIwalkedoutwitha

robeonmybody.Istoodinfrontofhimandhe

smirkedashelaidonthebedwithonlyhis

boxerson.

HewasgorgeouswithabodyofaGreekGod

withsculpturedabsandrippedarmsthat

womanwilldietofeastover.

"Youlookgorgeous."Hesaidashecamecloser

tomehishandslandingonmyshouldersand

slidingtherobeoff.



Hiseyestravelledupanddownmybody

sendinggoosebumpsallover.Ibreathedinas

hishandscuppedmybuttandcarrieduptohis

waistwhilehislipscapturedmine.

Icrossedmylegsaroundhiswaistand

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisnecklettingmy

bodytakeover.

Hedroppedmeonthebedgentlythenbroke

thekissandstaredatmerunninghisfingerson

mylips.

"Imgonnafuckyousohardyoubeabletouse

yourlegstomorrowandIcontinuedoingthis

untilyoubearmechildrenokay."Hesaidwith

suchvenomIshivered.



Tearsalreadyfilledmyeyesashecontinueto

kissme.Iwasn'tevenrespondingtoallhis

kisses.

Hewentdownmyneck,rippedthebraoffthen

attackedmybreastwithhistongue.Histongue

travelleddownmystomachandamoan

escapedmylips.

Idontknowhow?Hislefthandwasbusy

betweenmythighs,massagingmyhoneypoton

topofthelace.

Ibecamedampthereandmymoans

increased,whywasIenjoyingthis.Hisheadwas

nowinbetweenmythighsashetookthepanty

off.

Heranhistongueupthelengthofmyvigina



andImoanedloudlythenheopenmyfoldsand

attackedmyvirginawithhislipsandtongue.

ThetwocombinationdrovemeinsaneasI

moanedevenloudlythenafingerentermycunt

andIcouldnttakeitnomore.

Histonguemappingaroundmysensitiveclit

whilehisfingerwentinandoutofmywhole.

ThenIfeltitcomingandIfrozeuntilawavehit

meanditflowed.

"Wow."IsaidasDamiencameuptomyface,I

wasstillbreathingloudlyfromtheintense

emotionsIjustexperienced."Thatwasyourfirst

orgasmandtheywillbeplentymore."

HesaidpositioninghimselftoentermeandI

wasn'treadyforwhatcamenextasheforced



himselfin.Ignoringmyscreamsorcriesorthe

factthatIwasavirgin.

Hebrokemyhymeninthemostcruelway

possibleandIhadtoendureitall.

ShortIknow.

[11/28,13:34]Wadz: CHAPTER

SEVENTEEN

MARRIAGE

NTWENHLE

Iwokeupnextmorningwhenthesunbathemy

skin.Iwasexhaustedandinpain.Myvirgina

wassoreandpainfulandIdidn'ttrustmylegs.

IgotupslowlylimpingtothebathroomwhereI

hadabathwithloadsofsaltcrystals.



SittinginthebathtubIletmytearsflow.Last

nightwashorrible,atfirstIenjoyeditwhenhe

wentoralonmebuthebecamesoviolenthe

hurtmebadly.

Ididn'tsleepawinklastnightashehadsex

withmeallnight.Theenergyhehadsurprised

me.Igotoutofthebathroomwithatowel

aroundmybody.

MyvirginawasabitokaybutIstillhadafunny

walk.Igotdressedinalongfloraldresswith

slippersandahoodie.

Imadethebedandcleanedaroundtheroom

thenwentdownstairswhereIwasgreetedby

twingirlssittinginthetvroom.Theywere

fightingovertheremoteanditlookedpretty

badbecauseonetwinhadtheotherone'shair



inafistwhileshehadtheremoteintheair.

"Okay,Okaystopityoutwoyou'llgonnakilleach

other."Theyabruptlystoppedandstaredatme.

Theywerecute,mixedracewiththeircurlylong

hair.TheywerebothidenticalsinceIcouldnt

tellthemapart.

"Whoareyou?"Thetwinwithpinkribbons

asked.

"ImNtwenhleAlvarado."Isaidandtheylooked

atmesuspiciously.

"Youhavethesamesurnameasdaddy."



Daddy?

Ismiledleavingthemtocontinuetheirwar.

MakingmywaytothekitchenIstoppedonthe

doorasIhadtwovoicesarguing.

"KeepitdownCorayouwillwakeupmywife."I

heardDamienhushquietly.

Cora,thisisthebitchImgettingbeatenfor.I

pushedthedooropenandtheybothsprungup

onfear.

Ifoldedmyarmsstaringatthem."What'sgoing

oninhere?"

IaskedandDamienwasoutofwords.Maybe

Imtooweakandthat'swhyhetakesadvantage.



"WellthisCora."HemumbledandIturnedto

thisCora.Sherolledhereyeslookingatmeup

anddown.

Ohshe'sreallyabitch.

"Wellwellsothisiswhoyoumarried."Sheburst

outlaughing.

"ReallynowDamien,youmarriedthis.Whata

downgrade."

Ismiled."ImaybeadowngradebutIdidendup

withthediamondnowwomanwhoeveryouare

Iwantyououtofmyhousewiththosebrats

andwenaDamienwhenIcomeback

downstairsyouhavebettergottenridofthem



becauseyoudontwanttoseememad.Tsk."

Igavethiswomanonemorelookbefore

catwalkingout.ImayhavebeeninpainbutI

didn'tshowthem.

MaybeitstimeIstoodupformyself.

[11/28,13:34]Wadz: CHAPTEREIGHTEEN

NEWATTITUDE

DAMIEN

IwasnowconfusedbyNtwenhle'snew

behaviourbutIlikedit.Shebecomingmore

challengingandahardnuttocrack.

IgotridofCoraasshewasmessingwithmy

mindagain.IthasbeensixyearsthenboomI

havetwins.



ThiswomanusedmewhileIgavehermyall.

Shewasnearlymywifebutshedecidedto

cheatwithmysecondincommand.Itwasn't

ZaynbythattimebutaguywhoItrustedwith

mylifeMichaelbuthestabbedmeintheback

bysleepingwiththefirstwomanIgavemy

heartto.

ThencameNtwenhlesheisperfectin

everythingbutshelookedsomuchlikeCora,I

couldn'tallowin.Ifoughtmyfeelingsforand

thatendedupwithmeabusingher.

IwasdiagnosedwithBorderlinePersonality

DisorderafterIshotbothCoraandMichael

whenIfoundtheminmybed.

IthoughttheybothdiedbutCoraprovedme

wrongtodayandthenthere'sNtwenhlewho



waspointingagunatmeasIwalkedintoour

bedroom.

"Putthegundown."Sheshookherhead.She

wasinnothingbutamatchingblackbikiniand

blackjustsuitedherlightskinperfectly.I

couldn'tevenfocusontheginasmyeyes

lustedoverherbody.

"IsowanttoshootyourightnowDamien,who

gaveyoutherighttobeatme.Justtellmewhat

thefuckisgoingoninthatwhiteheadofyour?"

Shelookedatmegrabbingherhair."Youdrive

meinsaneandwhotheheckwasthosekids

doinginmyTVroom."

Sheshouted."Yabonawenamlunguuzobona

vandag."ShesaidandIdidn'tunderstanda



wordshesaidsoIjustnodded.

"Whoarethosekidsandthatuglyfakebitch

thatwasinmykitchen.MykitchenDamienyou

letanotherwomanintomykitchenwhereIcook

foryou.TodayI'mgonnashowyouflames,you

gonnaseetherealNtwenhleandyouwon'tlike

her."

BeforeIcouldsayawordsheshotmylegandI

croucheddownholdingtheplacewhereshe

shotme.Ilookedatherandshewasinpanic

mode.

"ShitIshotyou.Ididn'tmeanto.Ijustwanted

toscareyouohmygodyougoingtodie,umlet

mecalltheambulancehuttrustmeIwillsayI

didn'tshootyou,Iwilllieandsayitwasoneof

yourenemies.Youarethemafiaafterall."



SheranoutandIshookmyheadtakingthe

phoneoutofmypocket."Zayn."

Heanswered."CallJosh,Ineedabullet

removed."Isaidandhestartedaskingmelong

listsofquestions.

"JustcallJoshandNtwenhleshotmedon't

panick."Isaidandhestartedlaughing.Before

hecouldsayawordIswitchthecalloff.

Ntwenhleenteredandcroucheddownnextto

me."I'msosorrybutyoufuckendeserveitbut

I'msoscared."

Iwrappedmyarmaroundherwaistandbrought

herinforakiss.Thatseemedtocalmherfora



while."Someone'scomingtogetmeso

chill,okay.Justpreparesomenicelunchforme

andIspendthewhiledaywithyou."

ShenoddedandafterawhileJoshcameto

takemetohisprivatepractice,whereallmy

gangmembersgotoifsomeoneisinjuredso

wewon'tneedtogoahospitalandattractthe

cop'sattention.

∆

NTWENHLE

Itfeltgoodbeingtheoneinpowerforawhile

andIcouldgetusedtothisfeeling.Imadea

deliciouslunchformeandmyhusbandandI

wassippingonaglassofwifewhenhewalked

inwithabandageonhisleg.



OhIwoulddoitagainandagainifIhaveto.

"Stillhurtshoney."Hefrownedandlimpedto

thetable.Iwasstillinmybikiniwitharobeon

top.

"Okaylet'slaysomegroundrules."HesaidandI

smiled.

"FirstlyIdon'twantyourflozziesinmyhouse.

Thishouseismineifyouwantahitchgeta

hotelbutbabypleaseprayIdon'tcatchyou

becauseIwillpouracidonyoutwoandtake

overyourbusinessokay."

Hesmiled."okay.Nowmyrules,gunsareused

onenemies..."



"andbitches."Ijumpedinandhecontinued

smiling.

"andbitchesbutnotmeokay."Inodded."Let

me.knowwhenyouaregoingandtakeaguard

withyouatalltimeokay."

Inodded."andpleasebeloyalbecauseIwillkill

foryou."

Ismiledandhepeckedmylips."Imwillingto

makethismarriageworkbutyouhavetobe

honestwithmeDamientellmyehtahappened?

Whatchangedyou?"

Iaskedandhesighed.Takingmyhandsinhis.

"IsufferfromBorderlinepersonalitydisorder



butIdon'tblameitforwhatIdidtoyou.Cora

destroyedmyheartinthepastandyoulooked

somuchlikeher,Iuseyoutoremoveallthe

hatredandpainIburiedinsidebutam

sorry,reallysorry."

Irolledmyeyestakingmyhandsawayfrom

him."FirstlyI'mveryhotforyoutoconfuseme

withthatthingandsecondlyIdon'tcondone

whatyouhavedonetome.Itsnotrightnotright

atallbutfineIforgiveyou.Letthisbethelast

timebecausenexttimeIwillserveyouwiththe

policeanddivorcepapersandI'msurethe

policewillbeveryhappywithmebutIhaveto

doonemorethingtoyou."

Isaidandhenodded.

Islappedhisrightcheekandheclenchedhis



jawthenIslappedtheothercheek.

Ithenrubbedbothhisnowredcheeks."Cutie

pie."Isaidwhileplayingwithhischeeks.

Maybethereisafutureforus.
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CHRISTMAS

NTWENHLE

Todaywaschristmasandeverythingwasa

mess.Iwokeupearlyleavingasleeping

Damienthenstartedtoprepareforthefamily



lunchwewillbehostingforbothourfamilies.

Wedecoratedthetreeyesterdayandtheentire

housebutnowitwastimeformetoget

cooking.

Ihadeverythingoutandstartedslavingawayin

kitchen.WhenIwasalmostdonewithcooking

Damimeenteredinhisboxerbriefwithhishand

insidethem.

"Aren'tyouevengommahelpme."Iaskedand

heshookhishead.

"Iwillburndownthekitchen."Hemumbled

sleepilyopeningthefridgeandtakingoutmilk

anddrinkingitfromitscontainer.



"ArghsiesmanDamien,yousuchapig."Hejust

giggledbeforewalkingupstairshishand

scratchinghisbutt.

Ishookmyhead."Loveyoutoo."Ikeptquietat

thatconfessionasIdidn'tlovehimback.Ijust

toleratehimforthesakeofthismarriagebut

love,that'stoodeep.

Ifinishedupinthekitchen,setthetablethem

wentupstairstopreparemyself.Ienteredour

roomandDamienwassleeping.Lordisthis

marriage,babyingagrownassman.

"Damien,Itoldyoutohaveabathandyethere

youaresleeping.Theguestswillarrivesoon."

Hejustgroanedcoveringhimselfwiththe

blanket.



Ijumpedonthebedslappinghimlightlyandhe

toup."okayokayI'mup,Isleptlatelastnight

decoratingthishousecutmesomeslack."I

foldedmyarmslookingathim.

"Stopbeingababyandgoandfuckenhavea

bathokay."Hesmiled.

"Yesmam."Ilefthimthereandwenttohavea

quickshower.Comingoutofthebathroomwith

atowelaroundmywetbodyhewasalready

dressed.

"Didyouevenbath."Iaskedandheshookhis

head."Noonewillnoticeandnonofthemcould

sayathingthisismyhouseafterall."

Ididn'thavetheenergytoarguewiththisman.I

justlefthimgotdressedinabodycondress



withsmallsleevesandstilettoeswithmyweave

leftloose.

IwentdownstairsandDamienwasalready

welcominghisparentsin.Ismiledaswe

exchangedgreetingsandIbroughtthem

refreshments.

Wewaitedandwaitedformothertoarriveuntil

wedecidedtostartthelunchwithouther.

"YoureallygoodinthekitchenNtwenhle,myson

isreallyblessed."IsmiledbutinsideIwashurt.

Mymotherpromisedtocomebuthereshewas

nothere.

Ialwaysenjoyedmychristmaswithbothmom

anddadandnowsheistakingthatawayfrom

me.



Damien'sparentsweresokindandcaringeven

thoughIwassuperafraidofhisfather.Hewas

soscaryandmostlykeptquietbuthismother

wasthebestandthewayshepronouncedmy

name,itwasjustsofunny.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandDamien

wenttogetitandcamebackwithmymother

drapedinmyuncle'sarm.Ilostmysmile,just

wishshedidn'tcome.

"Baby!"Shescreamedhuggingmethenplacing

apeckonmycheek.Igaveherafakesmile.

"MerryChristmas."Shescreamedhandingme

abigpinkwrappedboxandhandingoneto

Damien.



"I'msosorrywearesolatebutwegotalittle

heldup."SheblushedlookingatmyuncleandI

feltlikingpuking.

Thelunchonwentwelluntilanotherdoorbell

rangandIgotuptoanswerit."Hi,wehereto

seeDamienthetwinswantstospend

Christmaswiththeirfather."

Ismiledwalkingbackinandtakingtheblueand

pinkboxesfrommymotherandgavethemto

thetwins."MerryChristmas/andyoubitchnever

setfootinmyhouseagainuntilwehaveaDNA

testdonetoprovethatthesemonkeybelongto

Damienfornowleave."

ShehuffedbeforecatwalkingawayandI

walkedbackindoor.Iwon'tletabitchruina

Christmaslunchthat'salreadyruined.
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TROUBLEWILLALWAYSFOLLOW

ELAINE

IwalkedbackintomyhousewithLloydbehind

me.

"I'msotiredIdon'tevenknowwhyIwenttothat

lunch.There'salotofthingswecoulddonow

thatweback."

Isaidbitingmylipswhileheplacedhishands

onmybuttbringingmeclosertohisalready

erectshaft.



HegluedhislipsonmineandImoanedasmy

handswenttohisneck.

IgavehimadirtykissuntilIheardsomeone

cleartheirthroat.Iturnedaroundandmyworst

nightmarecametrue.

"Lubanzi."Isaidandhesmirkedrunninghis

fingeraroundtherimoftheglassofwhiskeyhe

hadonthetable.

Hetookoffthegunhehadonhispantsand

chokedit."JustgivemeonegoodreasonwhyI

shouldn'tputthisbulletthroughyourskullright

now."

IshiveredmovingbackandbumpingintoLloyd



whowasequallyfreakedout.

Thismanissupposedtobedead,Damienisa

prointhesethingsunlessheplayedme

,dammitI'msuchafool.

"Justtellmewhy?"HeaskedandIsighed.

"IgrewoutoflovebutIwasn'tgoingtoleave

thismarriagewithnothingsoIhiredyour

enemytokillyou.Damienwasmorethen

determinedtoendyourlifesohediditandin

exchangeIgavehimyourdaughter.I'msureby

nowshehasgottenatasteofwhatyougave

me.Theabuse,theraping,cheatingshehas

sufferedjustlikehowIdidandevenmore."

HeslappedmeacrossmyfaceandIlandedon

thefloor."BeatmeallyouwantbutIhavegotten



whatIwanted."

Hesmiledandturnedtohisbrother."

Ialwaysknewyoutwowerefuckingbehindmy

backbutIneverthoughtyou'llwilleverdoitin

myhouse,mybed."

Heroared."Lubanzidon'tdoanythingyouwill

regret."Lloydsaidfearevidentinhisvoice.

Lubanzididn'tevenwastetimeshootinghim

morethenfivetimesonhishead.Ishutmy

eyesclosedwitheachbulletthatwentthrough

him.

Therewasthensilenceashebreathedinand

outharshly.IknewIwasscrewed.Ilovedhim

atfirstwhenhepickedmeupfromthedirty



slumpsIlivedin.

Mymomwasnothingbutaprostituteanddrug

addict.Shenevercaredaboutme,Iwasan

abomination,somethingshetriedtoabort

thricebutwithnosuccess.

Iwasthentiredofbeingconstantlyrapedbyher

numerousboyfriendsIranawayandwitnessed

somethingIwasn'tsupposeto.

ItwasLubanzimurderingaman,Iwasso

scaredItriedcallingthepolicebuthecaught

mefirstandtookmeinashisprisoner.

Iusedmywomanlycharmtoseducehimand

wentfrombeingaprisonertohisloverthenI

trappedhimwithababywhichImiscarriedbut

hisothermistresswaspregnantandshewasn't



readytohaveababysoIwasforcedtoraise

Ntwenhlewhogrewupknowingmeasher

mother.

IbecamesoclosetothebabyforLubanzito

marrymeeventhoughhisfamilyhatedmebut

herewearenow.

"Whereismydaughter?"HeaskedandIsmiled.

"ImarriedherofftoDamienyourworstenemy.

Youcankillmeallyouwantbutyourdaughter

hashadherfairshareofsuffering."

HeshotmyshoulderandIcriedoutinpain.

Heseemedtobeenjoyingthisashedragged

mybodyacrossthefloorintothelivingroom.



Heplacedmeonachairthentiedmetightly.He

madesuretobeastightaspossiblesoI

couldn'tevenbreathe.Myshoulderwasburning

withpain.

"I'mgonnatortureyoudaybydayuntilyoudie

andI'mgoingtoenjoyeverysinglemomentof

it."

Hesaidwithasmirkbeforesittingonthecouch

andwatchingtv.

∆

NTWENHLE

Itwasnowatnightandaftercleaningand

puttingeverythingaway,IlaidontopofDamien

nearthefireplacewhileheplayedwithhis



phoneandhadhishandinsidemypyjama

bottom.

"Damien."Isaidsoftlyandhemadeasound.

"Iwanttostudynextyear,beingahousewife

reallydoesn'tsuitme."Iwonderedandhishand

startedrubbingmybooty.

"WellitsreallyyourchoiceIwilljustpay."He

saiddismissingmeandIletitgo.

SighingIgotupandplayedaroundwiththe

doggiesbeforegoingdownstairstoprepare

dinnerandwhileIwaschoppingcarrotsmy

phonerang.

"Mother,thisisasurprise.WhatcanIdofor



you."Ienquiredandshegroaned.Itsounded

likeshewasinpain.

"BabyIneedyoutocomehomeokay,momma

needstotalktoyou."ShesaidhastilyandIgot

curious.

"OkayIwillseeyoufirstthingtomorrowmor..."

ShejumpedinbeforeIcouldfinishmysentence.

"Noe,nocomenow."TherewasshufflingthenI

heardavoiceIhaven'theardforalongtime.

"Don'ttryyourtricksElaine,Iwon'thesitateto

killyou."

"Mom,momwhat'sgoingon."Iaskedthrough

thephonebutonlyheardherscreamsasa



bulletwasfired.

ThatwastheonlymotivationIneeded.Iran

backupstairs,jumpingoverDamiengotmygun

thenrantomycarignoringascreamingDamien

behindme.
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WHENDECISIONSHAVETOBEMADE

NTWENHLE

Iwalkedintomymom'shouseanditwasdead

silent.EveryroomwasdarkandwhenIwalked

intothefrontentranceItrippedoversomething



large.

Myfacehitthefloorwhichwascoveredina

slimysubstance.Igotupandsearchedforthe

switchandswitchedonthelight.Lookingatthe

floorIscreamedinhorror.

UncleLloydlaiddeadinapoolofhisownblood.

Whichwasnowalloverme.Iremovedmy

pyjamatopandusedittowipethebloodthat

wasalloverme.

TearswerestreamingdownmyfaceandI

couldn'tlookbackatthecorpseofmyuncle.

Whoeverwasdoingthiswasstillinthehouse

andIhadtobecarefulorImayendupdead.

Takingmygunoutofmypants,Ichokeditand

walkedslowlytowardsthelivingroom.Inthere



satmymothertiedonachair.

"Momma."Isaidrushingtoherandusinga

pocketknifetocutoftheropes.

"Motherareyouokay,whoisdoingthis."Iasked

rubbingherarms.

Somehowshegrabbedmyhairpullingme

towardsherandplacedmygunonmyskull.

Ipanicked,whatwasgoingon?Shestarted

screamingmyfather'snameandthereIknew

mymotherisgoingcrazy.

Dadisdead.

"Lubanziifyoudon'tcomedownnowI'mgoing

tokillher."Ijustshookmyhead,shecouldn't



evenholdmeproperlysinceshewasinpain

andshekeptonwobblinglikeshewasdrunk.

IknewIhadtogetoutofhergripasshecould

pullthetrigger.Ielbowedherstomachandshe

lostherbalance

landingonthechairandthegunslidacrossthe

floorlandinginfrontofapairofblackboots.

Runningmyeyesupthelegstheylandatmy

fatherandweheldeachothersgazeforawhile

beforeIfeltahardmetalgrazeintomyback

andpainaccelerated.Fallingintomydad's

arms,hetookouthisgunthenshottheperson

behindme.

Acoupleofshotswerefiredbeforehestopped

andcarriesmetohiscar.Iwasinsomuch

pain,Iwasslowlylosingconsciousnessbuthe



hadhishandonminebeggingmenottoclose

meeyesbutIeventuallydidbutIwascalm

insideknowingthatIhaveseenmydadforthe

lasttime.

THEEND

*

*
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TWO

FATBELLYWITHSWOLLENFEET

NTWENHLE

Iwokeupwithapoundinghead,andmybody

asawholefeltsoheavy.Iflippedmyeyesopen

andwasmetbyawhitewomanwhowasfixing

mypillows.

Ifreakedandsatupquicklyonlytobeblocked



bysomethingonmystomach,Ilaidbackdown.

"WhoareyouandwhereamI?"Iaskedandshe

juststoodtherefrozen.Ibreathedinwaitingfor

hertosaysomethingbutshejustranout

screamingforadoctor.

Ilaidthereuntilshecamebackwithamanwho

hadawhitecoatandastethoscopethathung

aroundherneckwhichprovedhewasadoctor.

"Whathappened?"Heaskedcheckingmeup.

Thewomankeptpacing."Wellshejustwokeup

andstartedpanicking,issheokay."

Thedoctorsmiled."sheisinperfectshapeand

itsquiteamiracleforapersonwhohasbeenin



comaforsixmonths."

Thatcaughtmyattention,Ihavebeeninacoma

forsixmonthsnowthatwhyI'minsuchhorrible

shapebutmystomachwastoobig.

Theneverythingthathappenedpreviouslycame

back,hittingmelikeatornadobuthowdidIend

upinacoma.

Iguessthedoctorsawmyconfusedlookashe

startedexplaininghowIendeduphere."The

knifeyouwerestabbedwithtouchsomevital

organsandaffectedyourbreathingprocess

so..."

Istoppedhim."Idon'tunderstandmedicineso

evenifyoudoexplaintomeIwillstillnot

understandawordsothankyou."



Hesmiled,hewassuchacutechocolate

man."SoIwillhaveangynaecologistcometo

checkonthebaby."

Hestartedwalkingtowardsthedoor."What

baby?"Iaskedsittingupandthetwoofthem

lookedatmelikeIwaslosingmymind.

"Youaresixmonthspregnant."Iburstoutin

tears.Ican'tbepregnantno,Ihavedreamsand

plansformyfuturebutnowababyisonthe

way.

I'mnowonlyeighteenandIneedtostudybut

nowIhaveanextremelylargebody.Myfather

suddenlyburstintotheroomandtearsran

downmyface.SoIwasn'tdreaming,hereallyis

alive.



HeembracedmebeforecheckingifIokay."I'm

fine."Isaidandhesmiled.

"IwassoscaredmybabybutIkeptonpraying

andfinallyGodansweredmyprayers."He

cooedbeforekissingmyforehead.

"Fatheryouandprayer,I'msuregodwas

shockedhimself."Iperplexedandhefrowned

whilehelpingmetositup.

Thechocolatedoctorcamebackwithawhite

womanwhointroducedherselfasDrSmith.

Sheaskedmetoliftmygownandappliedajelly

likegelonmystomachthenstartedrunninga

machinelikethingontopofthejelly-likegel.



"Okaythereareyourbabies."ShebeamedandI

staredather.

"Babies?"Shelookedatmeshocked.

"Ohyoudidn'tknow,youarecarryingtwins."and

rightthereIfainted,okayIdidn'tbutstilltwins.

HayimanDamien,heisgoingtopay.The

doctorsfinishedandtheysaidIwouldbe

dischargethenextdaysincetheystillhad

monitorme.

Mydadsatonmybedplayingwithmyhand

whiletheotherwhitewomansatquietlyonthe

chairnexttohimstaringatme.

"Whoareyou?"Iaskedaftersomesilenceand



sheseemedshockedbeforeturningtomydad.

"WellNtwenhle,Iwassupposetotellyouthisa

longtimeago.Elainewasnotyourbiological

mom."Ismilesshakingmyhead.

"WhyamInotsurprised,Imeantheratethings

aregoingthesedaysyoumightendupfinding

thateverythingaroundyouhasbeenalie.Solet

meguesssheismymom."

Theybothlookedashamed."Baby..."Hestarted

butIjumpedin.

"Youtwoknowwhatjustgo.Idon'tneedliarsin

mylife.Howdoyou'llthinkI'msupposetofeel.

Lovingawomanmyentireonlytofindoutshe

notmymomandwhereweretojusteruptnow.

Imeanwhynow.I'mnineteen,doyouthinkIstill



need.Leavenow."

Isaid."Princess..."

"Isaidleavedaddy,Iwanttobealone."

TheybothleftandIjustletthem.fallandI

guessIfellasleepbecausewhenIwoke

up,Damienwasmassagingmyfeet.

"Mypregnantfairy."HesaidandIwasbeyond

thewordangry.Itooktheplasticglassofwater

andthrewitathim.

"Ntwenhle."HebellowedandIlostit.

"Howdareyoumakemepregnantyoubastard."



IscreechedandhestaredatmelikeIlostmy

mind.
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THREE

UNBORNBABYMAMADRAMA

DAMIEN

Iwenthomeconfused,thelastIsawNtwenhle

wewerefinebutboomshehatesmyguts.

WhathaveIdone?

Ihavebeenveryloyaltoherforthepastsix

months,nobitchesbutjustworkandvisiting

heratthehospitalandwhenIfoundoutthatI



scoredIwasoverthemoon.

ImeanImgoinghavelittlecopiesofmerunning

aroundsoon,whichmanwouldn'tbeexcited.

Idrovebackhomeafterorderingsomefoodfor

dinner.Eatingthepizzainanemptymansionin

frontofthetv.Ihavegottensousedtohaving

Ntwenhlearoundithasaverylonelysixmonths.

MyphonerangandIpickeditupfromthe

couchpressingtheanswerbutton."Zayn."I

answered.

"TheyhavebeenadoptedbytheDlamini'sall

thepaperworkhavebeendoneandtheaccount

younsetforthemtoreceivemoneyisnow

active."



Ismiled."Goodjob,Iwillcheckonthemevery

onceinawhile."Ihungupandthoughtabout

thepreviousmonths.

IdidaDNAtestwiththetwinsbehindCora's

backandtheycamebacknegative,Iwasn'ttheir

fatherandthisbitchwastryingtoplaymeagain.

SoIdidherafavourandsenthertohermaker

beforetime.

IthenplacedhertwinswithafamilyIpaidoffto

lookafterthemuntiltheyareoldenough.

Ilaidmyheadagainstthecouchandjust

couldn'ttaketheboredom,soIgotdressedand

drovebacktothehospital.



Nobodygavemeaproblemeventheguardsher

fatherhiredastheyknewwhoIam.

Istaredathersleepingform.forawhilebefore

sneakingintothebedandwrappingmyarms

aroundmybabies.

∆

NTWENHLE

Iwokeinapoolofmusclesandthesmellof

piss.IpushedasleepingDamienoffmeandhe

tumbledonthefloor.

"Fuckman,Enhle."HegroanedgettingupandI

smirked.

"Serveyourightforhijackingmybedandgo

haveashower,yousmelllikepiss."Hestaredat



me.

"Youcrazy.Howaredoing?"Hebroughthis

headinforakissandscrunchedmynose.

"HayinoDamien,youreallysmell."Hebreathed

inandshookhishead.

"Iwillblamethekidsforthatbuthowareyou

reallydoing?"Heaskedhisfacebbecoming

moreserious.

"I'mfine,justexhaustedthedoctoradvisedme

totakeiteasy.Exercise,eathealthyandawhole

lotofbullshit."

Heranhisfingeronmycheek."Youglowing."He

smiled."Myspermstreatingyouwell."



Irolledmyeyes."FuckyouDamien."Hesaton

thebedplacinghishandontopofmybelly.

"Istillcan'tbelieveyoupregnant."Hesaid

massagingmystomachbeforeplacinghishead

ontopofit.

LateronIwasdischargedandhetookme

homebutwestoppedatchickenlicken,Iwanted

theirwings.

Iatewhilehestaredatmewithagross

expression."StopbeingwhiteDamien."He

laughedwipingmylipswithanapkin.

"I'mnotbeingwhite,youarejusteatinglikea

pig."Ilostit.



"OhsonowI'meatinglikeapig,weren'tyouthe

onewhomademelikethis.Ifitwasn'tforyou

fuckensperms,Iwouldn'tbepregnantwithtwo

babies.Couldn'tyougoeasyonmeandbe

normallikeeveryoneelseandimpregnateme

withonlyonebaby,what'samIgoingtodowith

twobodiesinsidemybody."

Isulkedandhelookeddrainandacoupleof

teenagersnexttousweregiggling."ImeanwillI

evergetmyfigurebackwhileyouwillbebusy

charmingladieswithyoursixpack.Youknow

whatnexttimeyougoingtothegymthisfat

assbigstomachwifeiscomingwithyouand

I'mgoingtotakeyogaclassesandyoucoming

withmeinyourtightstheneverymorningwe

gonnatakepowerwalkstogether.Thenevery

nightIgetamassageandwhenyoucomeback

fromworkmakesureyoubringmeapresent



andnotflowersI'mblackokayand..."He

bangedthetablesilencingme.

"IthasonlybeenacoupleofhoursandalreadyI

haveaheadache.NtwenhleIpromisetobethe

mostsupportiveandlovinghusbandthrough

thispregnancyokay."

InoddedandhekissedmyforeheadandI

pouted."I'mscaredokay,Iwasn'treadyforthis

andIhaveneverbeenpregnantbeforesoIwant

ittobeperfect."

Hewentdowntomynose."IknowI'malso

scared."

Igiggled."Themafiascaredohlordwhatisthis

worldcomingto."
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MYDIVA

DAMIEN

(SUPERSHORTIKNOW,SCHOOLREALLY

SUCKS.)

Itookmygymbagdownstairsandstarted

makingaproteinshake,Ntwewalkedin.She

hadonblacktightswithawhitelongshirtthat

hadaskeletonofababyinsideawombonit

withapinkheadgearandherowngymbag.



"Hubby."Shechirpedpeckingmylipsbefore

makingherwaytothefridgeandcomingback

withchocolatecake.

"Itssixinthemorningandwhereareyougoing?

Thedoctorstrictlyadvisedyoutorest

Ntwenhle."Sherolledhereyesgivingme

attitude.

"Wellcanyouseeanydoctoraroundhere,noso

whateverbullshitshetoldmebetterstayatthe

hospitalandmakeitfastwiththatshake,Iwill

waitforyouinthecar."

Shetookhergymbag,herchocolatecakewitha

forkandshookherasswhilewalkingout.

Women.



MyphonerangandItookitout."YesZayn."He

chuckled.

"Lookslikeyouwokeuponthewrongsideof

bed.Whereareyouheadedtothismorning.I

wanttodiscusssomethingswithyou."I

groaned.

"Rathernot,Imgoingtothegymandmadamwill

betheretoosoIdon'twanthertoknowathing

aboutthemafia."

Hestartedlaughing."Soyou'llgymtogetherhow

cutebutwhynotusethegymathome."

ohlord.



"Ijustwantedafewhourstomyself,thiswoman

isdrivingmeinsane.Shetalktoomucheats

toomuch.DoyouknowIwoketwelveatnight

togoorderpizzabecausethebabieswanted

pizza."Hejustcontinuedlaughingirritatingme

more.Ihungup.

Wedrovetothegymandmywifewasdraped

onmyarmgivingwarningeyestoanywomen

whotriedtogetclosetome.

Ilikedhowpossessiveshewasandafteran

hourofworkingoutwithNtwenhletaking

picturesallover.

IwenttotheshowerandwhilecomingbackI

bumpedintoanemployeeofmine.Wefucken

waybackbutitwasanostringsattachedkinda

thing.



"Cynthia."Isaidandshesmiledwrappingher

armsaroundmeandIcaughtNtwenhlestaring

atme.Iquicklyletgo.

"Wowyoulookgreat."Shesaidtouchingmy

armandNtwewasalreadybymyside."OhhiIm

thewifeandifyoudontgetyourclawsoffmy

manIwillroastyoubitch."

Iwonderwheresheisgettingallthisghettotalk.

Cynthiaquicklyletgoofmyarm."Enhlethisis..."

Iwasabouttointroducethembutshecutme.

"DoyouthinkIwanttoknowherplease.Look

herewenaifhehasfuckedyoufinebutifyou

arelookingformoreitsnolongeravailableso

nowifyoudontwanttobebeatenbya

pregnantwomanyoubetterstartgoing."



ShecommandedandCynthiawalkedaway

cursingandthensheturnedtome."Imsosore

Damien,allthisexercisinghasmademesosore.

Wannarubmybackathome."ShepoutedandI

closedmyeyes.

WhoisthiswomanandwhereismyNtwenhle."I

meanyouwouldn'tberubbingmeonlybutthe

babiestoo."Shedidn'tevendoathingandhere

sheiscomplainaboutbeingsore.Whenwill

thesebabiescomeoutbecauseimsurebythen

Iwouldbeadmittedtoapsychiatrichospital.
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OLDHABITSDIEHARD

DAMIEN

Icamebackhomefromworkandthehouse

wasfilledwithbeautifularomas.Shekissedme



tenderlyandpassionatelybeforestaringatme.

"Imissedyou."SheconfessedandIsmiled

backather."andImissedyoutoo."

Iplacedmyhandonherbigbumpandstared

deeplyintohereyes."Howareyouandmy

babiesdoing?"

Shestaredatherfeet,hershynesscreepingin

andshelookedabsolutelystunning."We'refine.

Imadedinnersogogetchangedsowecan

eat."

Inoddedmakingmywayupstairsandchanging

intocomfortableclothes.Myphonebeeped

whenIwashalfwaydownthestairsandI

openedthemessageanditwasapictureof

Cynthiainablacklingerie.Icontrolthereaction



ofmybodyasIfeltmymanhoodgrow."My

placetonight."Wasatextattachedtothe

pictureandIquicklydeleteditbeforesettling

downwithmywifeandenjoyingherdelicious

cooking.

Wehadapleasantdinner,withhernotgoing

crazybutjusttellingmeabouthowshespent

herday.Shealsoshowedmepicturesofsome

neutralbabyclothessheorderedonlineforthe

twinsandafterdessertwesettledinfrontof

thetvwithherwatchingaromanticmoviewhile

Iwasbusyonmyphone.Ihaveneglectedso

muchworkduringthepastfewmonthsthat

peoplestartedtakingmeforgranted.Iguessits

timeIgotbackwhat'smine.

IslowlycarriedasleepingEnhletoourbedroom.

TuckingherinbeforeIplacedapizzaboxwith

chocolatecakeandherfavoritemixedfruitjuice.



Kissingherforeheadandwishingheragood

night.IproceededtoourclosestbeforeIgot

dressedinblackjeansandablackT-shirtwith

ablackleatherbiker.,placingtwogunsaround

mywaistandputonblackleathergloves.

ItookmyphoneandbikekeysandwhenIwas

abouttoclosethedoortomyroomshesatup.

"WhereareyougoingDamien?"Sheaskedwith

asleepyvoiceandIopenedthedoormaking

mywaybackin.

"Youup."SheshookherheadandIsatnextto

hercapturingherpoutylipsintomyown.I

ravishedherwithakissthattookherbreathas

sheheldontometighterlikeIwasaboutto

vanishintothinair.



"hmmmm."ShemoanedasIlethergetsome

airbutshepulledmebackin.Takingmore

controlofthekissthenIletherearlierandIjust

letherleadandshestartedmoaninglouderas

mylipstouchedaspecialspotonherneck.

Herfingersknottedonmyhairandmyhands

rubbingoutbabiessensually.Ihadtostopthis

beforeIlostcontrolandendedupsexingher.

"Ihavetogo."Shepoutedgivingmeherpuppy

eyes."ButIwillbebackbeforeyouwakeupin

themorning."

Isoothedherandshelookedlikeshewantedto

cry."TherearethingsIneedtotakecareofthatI

can'tdiscusswithyouokay."



ShenoddedandIpeckedherlipsbeforegetting

up."Don'tgethurtDamienokay."Shestated

genuinelyandIlovedhowshewasso

protective.Alloftheseemotionsweresorare

tomecomingfromsomeoneotherthenmy

mother.

"IwillandIloveyou."Shemeltedagainbeing

shy."Ilikeyoutoo."andthat'sallIneeded

becauseIknewshewasn'treadyforlove.

Igotupandwalkedtowardsthedoor.Blowing

herakissImademywaytomycaranddrove

offtothewarehouse.

GettingthereLubanzigavemealookof

disapprovalandIshruggeditoff.SinceIgave

awayhiswife'sdeviousplanwedecidedtojoin

forces,ThebloodhoundandTheAfricanmafia



tobecomeoneandthathastreatedalotofthe

youngergangs.

"Youlate."HebarkedandIstaredathim.We

arebothmenofpowerandhavehugeegosso

itwillalwaysbebigproblemwhenitcomesto

runningthisgang.Webothdothingsdifferently

butnowwehavetouniteandthatalways

causesconflict.

"Mywifekeptmebusy."Hescrunchedhis

nose."HurtmybabyDamien,ItellyouIwill

squashyoulikeanant.Ididn'tgivehertoyouto

beapunching.Sheisthesealtothisunity."I

smirked.

"IwillneverbringanyharmyoNtwenhle,She

holdsabugplaceinmyheartnowontonights

agenda."



Hesmirkedbackleadingmetothetorture

chambersandamanwastiedonachairinthe

middleoftheroom.

"Whodowehavehere?"andIremovedthe

blindfoldandfoundmyselflookingatapoolof

blackeyes.Thisteenagerstilllookedyoungand

freshsohimbeingheremeanthehasdone

somethingbad.

"Whoishe?"IaskedLubanziandhesmirked

staringatthefrightenedyoungman.

"ThisisTimknownasCoalonthestreetsone

ofourboysbutthisoneherehasbeenstealing

fromus."



IlookedathimwhileLubanziwalkedoutandI

becamelivid.Howcouldhestealfromahand

thatfeedhim.

Ialwaysdothetorturingorpunishmentwhile

Lubanzitendstobemorebrains."Why?"Iasked

andhedidn'tsayaword.

Itookoutaknifefrommybootsandplacesit

onhisthroat."SpeakCoalorIwillsliceyouinto

pieces."

HiseyespleadedwithmebutIhadnomercy.

Noonecanstealfrommenomatterwhat.

Irantheknifeslowlyonhisfaceandhestarted

begging."Butcher,Ineededthecash.Igotin

sometrouble..."



Ididn'tlethimfinishasIstabbedhiseye,driving

theknifedeeperinwithhisbloodsprayingmy

clothes.

"Theydon'tcallmeButcherfornothing."I

whisperedintohisearbeforeleavinghimwith

theknifestuckonhiseyeandwalkedout.

IpassedLubanziwhoalsopackinguptoleave

andnoddedtohimtellinghisthatboygotwhat

hedeservedbeforegettingintomycar.

IneededtoreleasesomesteamsoIdroveto

Cynthia'sapartmentandshe.Koretheneagerto

bemywhoreforthenight.
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NTWENHLE

Iwokeupnextmorningwithmildpainsaround

myabdomenregionbutIignoredthemsince

theywereirregular.

Igotoutofbedhadalongbaththengot

dressed.Itwasseveninthemorningand

DamienwasstillnotbackandIwasgetting

worried.

Iwentdownstairstostartpreparingbreakfast

butthepainsbecamefasterandunbearable.I



tookmyphoneandcalledDamienbuthewasn't

answering.ThenItriedZaynandheanswered.

"Madam."HejokedandIscreamedoutinpain.

"Ntwenhlewhat'sgoingonareyouunder

attack?Ishookmyheadforgettingthathe

couldn'tseeme.

"Ithinkitsthebabies,Ifeelingpainonmy

stomachandDamiendidn'tcomeback

yesterday."

Isaidwithtearsrunningdownmycheeks.I

couldn'thandlethepainandIalsocouldn't

believeitwaslaborpains.I'monlysixmonths

forcryingoutloud.



Zayncameacoupleofminuteslater,howhe

managedtobesofastIdidn't.Hecarriedmeto

thecarthenwentbackinsidetogetthebabies

bags,I.didn'tevenknowwehadthose.

Hedrovelikemaniacandwhenwereachedthe

hospitalhecarriedmein.

Iwastoldtochangedandwaitedformy

obstetricandgynaecologistDrXabaandDr

Anderson.TheywerethebestIwastold.

"Okaywhatseemstobetheproblem?"They

asked.

"Sheishavingpainsaroundthestomachregion

andkeptoncrying.Ithinksheisgivingbirth."

ZaynansweredbeforeIcouldsayaword.



"ExcuseIknowmybodyandthisbabyisnot

comingforaverylongtime.I'mthemotherthe

remember."

Hesmiledandthedoctorsjustlookedatuslike

wegrewhorns.

"Howlongareyou?"DrXabaaskedandI

shruggedbeforethepaincamebackandIheld

mytummygroaning.

"Sixmonthstwins,Ithinktheyaretooeagerto

comeout."Hesmiledbeforetheydidtheir

things.

"Itsnotlabor,justBraxtonHicksContractions."

HesaidandZaynlookedathimdumbfounded.



"Itsfalselaborsheisfine.Ithappensinmost

pregnantwomen.BraxtonHickscontractions

areofteninfrequent,irregular,andinvolveonly

mildcramping."

Zaynnoddedthenlookedatme."Iguesswenot

goinghomewithanybabies."Ismiledback.

"Yeah."

Igotdischargedandthedoctorsgavemea

printofmybabiesscan.Iwantedthegenderto

beasurprisesotheydidn'ttellme.

"I'mhungry."IsaidasZaynwasdrivingpasta

mallandhelookedatmeshakinghishead.



Heparkedhiscarandwewalkedin.Ididn't

caremuchaboutmyoutfitasIwasina

comfortablelongdresswithaplushpinkblock

heels.

"Ntwenhlehowcomebothyourdoctorsare

male.Imeanthesepeoplewouldbehandling

younakedduringbirth."Igiggled.

"Nothinglikethehandsofaman."Isaidstaring

athim.andhejustsmiled.

WewalkedintoafancyrestaurantwhereZayn

saidtheyhavethebestfood.

Wesatdownandordered.IhadfunwithZayn

andwhenhepaidthebillandwhenwewere

abouttoleave,Acoupleenteredandtheman

wasdefiantlyDamien.



Theymadetheirwaytoatableacoupleof

seatsawayfromusandDamienopenedachair

forher.Shesatdownandsmiled.

ThatwasthatCynthiagirlImetatthegym.So

shedidn'ttakemywarning.

WhatwasIthinkingthatDamienwillchange.

HehasforeverbeenawhoreandImusthave

beenafoolthinkingthataringwillbindhimto

me.

Igotupandleft.Zaynwasstillatthebathroom

andIcouldn'tstayatthatrestaurantnomore.I

gotoutsideintheparkinglotandtoldmyselfI

wouldn'tcry.



Butwhy?

ImeanIdon'tloveDamienormaybeI'mjust

bluffingmyselfandIhavealreadyfallenhead

overheelsinlovewithhim.

Iheldmystomachandjusttriedtorelax.So

thisishowitfeelslike.Tobeheartbroken.

Zayncameawhilelaterandlookedatmewith

concernedeyes."areyouokay?"Inoddedwhile

wipingthetearsthathavealreadyfallen.

Hehelpedmeintothecaranddroveoff.We

reachedthedrivewayandwhenIwasaboutto

jumpoffhestoppedme.

"Letmeadviseyou,neverevercryforabastard.



Theyareplentyofmanouttherewhowouldn't

mindtreatingyouliketheQueenyoudeserveto

beokay."

Inoddedandsmiled."youareagoodguyZayn

andI'msureyourgirlfriendappreciateyouand

thankyou."

Iwalkedintomyhouseandwenttobed.

HecamebacklaterandIdidn'tevenhaveitin

metoarguewithhim.I'mapeacefulpersonsoI

justletbe.I'mnotenoughforhimfine,Iwillstay

withmybabiesandlethimcheat.

ItwasnowatnightandIwasn'ttalkingtohim.I

neededasmuchpositivityinmylifesoIcould

givebirthtohealthybabiesandtheonlything

Damienbringstomeisstress.



LIKE

COMMENT

SHARE

NOTEDITED

[11/28,16:21]Wadz: CHAPTERTWENTY

SIX
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NTWENHLE

Iwokeupnextmorningandhestillhadhis

armsaroundmytummy.Iquicklygotoffthe

bed,hadaquickshowerworeacutedenim

romperswithablackwedgesandtiedmy

naturalhairinamessyprincessbun.

Ilookedcutewithmytummy.Ipackeda

suitcasebroughtitdownstairs.Madebreakfast

forhim,deckedthetablenicelythenlefta



note."Fuckoff."Itookmysuitcasepackeditin

thecarthendroveout.

TheguardstriedtogivemeproblemsbutItold

themwheretogetandI'msuretheydidn'twant

tostartafightwithapregnantwoman.

Iparkedinfrontofmyfather'snewhouseandit

wasoutofthisworld.TheguardsletmeinandI

didn'tevenexplainmyself.Igotoutofmycar

andtookmysuitcasewithme.

Iwalkedinsideandmydadwiththewhite

womancamedownstairsintheirsleepwear.

"Beforeyou'llsayanythingI'mnotheretosuck

uptoyou'lloranything.Ijustcametovisit

becauseIwanttoandthisismyfather'splace

andIcameinanytimeIwantwithnoonegiving



meahassleandI'mveryhungrysoyou'llbetter

startmakingbreakfast.Iwouldlikeeggswith

loadsofchillies,chickenlickenwings,chocolate

milkshakewithmarshmallows."

Ismiledinnocentlywhentheybothlookedat

medumbfounded.

"GoodmorningtoyoutooNtwenhle."Mydad

saidreachingthebottomofthestairsand

wrappinghisarmsaroundme.

"Morningdad."Isaidleaningagainsthishard

,inhalinghismasculinescent.Imissedhim,too

much.

Ialsogreetedthewhitewomanandwhilethey

wenttofreshenup,Itookthattimetoexplore

thishugemansion.Itwasoutofthisworld.



Theycamebackdownstairsandwesataround

thetabletohavebreakfast."ThisisAmeliaby

thewayyourmother."Ifakedasmileaftermy

dadsaidthat.

HowcanIautomaticallychangedfromloving

andadoringElaineasamotherthensuddenlyI

findoutallthisbullshitandIjusthavetomove

along.

"Soyou'lltogethernow,likeinaromantic

relationship."Iaskedandtheybothstaredat

me.TheywerehalfnakedtogetherwhenIgot

heresothatwasthelogicalexplanation.

"No."Mydadhalfyelled.



"I'mjusthelpingheroutuntilsheiswelloff.

Thereisabsolutelynothinggoingbetweenus."

Hesaidandthatstatementseemedtohurtthe

whiteAmelia.

"Wellwhatbringsyouhere?"Heaskedchanging

thesubject.

"NowIcan'tvisityoufornoparticularreason."

Hestaredatme.

"Ijustwantedmybabiestobondwiththeir

grandfather."Isaidpoutingwhilerubbingmy

stomach.

Heshookhishead."Ineverthoughtthatone

daymyonlydaughterwillbepregnantbutat

leastyouaremarried.Ishetreatingyouright?"



HeaskedandIsmiled."wearegood."Isaid.

"Areyousurebaby,youcantellmeanything."He

pressedon.

Ishookmyhead."Wearereallyfinedaddy,now

dropit.

Heraisedhishandinsurrender.Myphonerang

whilewewerestilleatingandIcheckeditand

husbandwascallingme.

Iignoreditandswitchedmyphoneoff.

Ispentaweekatmydad'splaceandDamien

leftmealone.Iguessheknewhecouldn'tdrag

meoutofhere.



Ididn'twantmyfatherpryingonmybusiness

soIdecidedduringtheweekendtodriveback

tomyhouse.

Igotinthereandsurprisinglyhiscarwas

parkedatthedriveway.Iwalkedinandlooked

aroundbutnoonewasdownstairs.

IwentupstairsandwhenIwalkedaroundthe

bedroomsIcouldhearmoaning.Iopenedit

slowlyandtheremyhusbandfuckingthatbitch.

Ikeptmycalmandclosedthedoorslowly

slowlysotheywouldn'thearme.

Iwenttomyroom,packedallmyexpensive

clothes.ImportantdocumentseverythingI



knewwasimportant.Ipackeditinmycar.

Thenwentinsidethegarageandcameback

withacanofpetrolandanotheronewith

paraffin.MindyouIwassoslowwiththis

pregnantbelly.

Istartedupstairspouringthewholehousewith

petrol.Iproceededdownstairsanddidmy

damagethere.

Ifinishedup,drovemycaroutthenwentback

insideandtheguardswereallwatchingmego

upanddownandIknewtheywouldtryanything.

Iwenttothemaidschamberstoldhertotake

leave,Iwillpayhere.SheleftandIsetthehouse

alightthendrove.ThismomentIdidn't

care,Damienhasplayedwithmeitwasenough.



WhiledrivingZaynpassedmeandIsmiled

wavingathim.Ibookedmyselfinaluxuryhotel

andsleptthewholeday.
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DAMIEN

IgroanedasIwokeuptothesmellofpillsand

inthatinstanceIknewIwasinthehospital.



Ipickedmyheadupbutanurserushedtomy

sidebeggingmetoliedown.Iplacedmyhead

backonthepillowandIstartedthinkingofwhat

gotmehere?

IpreviouslyrememberhavingsexwithCynthia

inthespareroomthensuddenlythewhole

housewasfilledwithsmokeandthentherewas

aloudboom.

Ifitwasn'tforZany,Iwillprobablybedead.A

doorcreakedandIheardthesoundofheels

clickonthetiles.

IstillkeptmyeyesclosedasIcouldhearavase

beingplacednexttomethenthepersonsat

downnexttome.

Judgingbythefloralscent,Iknewitwasmy



wifeandIjustcouldhopeshedoesn'tknow

aboutCynthia.Sheispregnantforfuckssake

andIwillneverlivewithmyselfifsomething

couldhappentoherormykids.

"YaziIthoughtIkilledyou."Shesaidinamock

tonebeforeIcouldfeelheelspokingmylegand

thattoldmeshehasjustplacedherfeetonthe

bed.

"IthoughtIhavefriedyourwhiteasslikea

chickenbutyouareadamndiehard.Nxawent

Damienyouthinkyoucanjustmakemefallfor

youhenyouwillcontinuelivinglikea

bachelor,fuckingbitchesoveratmyhouse.You

dontrespectmethat'syourproblem."

Shesaidgettingupandpacingaroundtheroom.

IknewIwasdead,sheknowsaboutCynthiaand



nearlyburntmetodeath.Iwasevenscaredto

bewithherinthishospitalwardasshecould

doanythingtoendmylife.

"Imnothingbutatrophywifeforyou.Youshow

meofftotheworld,rapemegetmepregnant

thencontinuelivingyourlifelikeIdontexist.

ThathurtsDamien.Ithurtsalot,knowingthat

thepersonyouaretryingsohardtofallinlove

withdoesn'tcare.Imnotmadetobethetrophy

wife,ifyoucan'tlovemethenletmego,letme

experiencelife.Iamfuckensoyoungtobe

dealingwithallthisshit.Peoplemyageare

sleepingatclubswhilehereIamgrowinggrey

hairforagrownassmanwhocan'tgethisshit

together.IfyoudontchangeImleavingwithmy

kidsandgoingtotheotherfaceofearthwhere

evenyouwouldn'tfindme.Manwhore!"

Shebeforetakingherbagandwalkingout.I



openedmyeyesandIknewIhavemessedup

withthiswomanandIneedtofixthingsbefore

Iloseherforever.

NTWENHLE

IdrovehomeaftertellingDamieneverythingI

hadinmyheart.Hewasstillunconsciousafter

inhalingtoomuchsmokeandsufferingfroma

fewburnsandthebitchalsosurvived.

Ishouldhavejustusedmorepetrol.

IgottomyplaceandZanywastherepreparing

lunch.Surprisinglyheisinchargedofmewhile

Damienrecovers.

Ithrewmyhandbagonthethenliedonthe



couch.Placingmyfeetonthecoffeetable.

Theywereswollenandredblametheheels.I

justcan'tstayawayfromthem.

Zanywalkedintoplessandhehadonehellofa

torso.Themuscles,sixpack,bicepsLord.

Hesatnexttometakingmyfeetonhislap

beforehegentlymassagedthem.Iclosedmy

eyesenjoyingthepleasureandafterawhileI

felthisbreathonmyface.

OpeningmyeyesIwasmetwithhisown.He

stareddeepintomysoulbeforejoiningbothof

ourlips.

Isavoredthekissbeforecomingbacktomy

senseandpushinghimoffme.Shakingmy

headIgotup,stilldizzyfromthekiss.



"Ican'tdothis."Isaidwalkingaway.

"Ican'tbetrayDamien."

[11/28,16:24]Wadz:CHAPTERTWENTYEIGHT

LOVINGMYSELF

NTWENHLE

Iwokeupinsmiles.Ijustfeltgoodabout

myselfthisanditwasararefeeling.

Iwasonmyeightmonthwithnocomplications

otherthenmygynaecologistcomplainingabout

mystresslevels.

Ipushedawayallthenegativepeopleinmylife.

Damienisstillinhospital,forwhat?Idontknow.



Iguessthat'stheonlywayhecouldavoidme.

ThenZayn,Ihatedhowhewantedtousemy

situationagainstme.

HeknewIwasfragileandvulnerableandhe

tookthattohisadvantage.Iavoidedhimatall

cost,imagineifDamiencouldfindout.

TheyarebestfriendsandwhatZaynnearlydid

couldruineverythingandIdidn'twanttobethe

causeofthat.

Afteralongbath,Igotoutandstaredatmyself

inthefulllengthmirroradmiringmybigtummy

andnotbelievingthatIwillseethemsoon.

Imayhavegotsomestretchmarksonmy

stomachregionandhipsbuttheyareallworth

it.ItstimenowIfocusedonmychildrenand



givethemthebestIcould.IthinkIhavegiven

Damienmorethanenoughchances,itsmetime

now.

Iworeyogapantsandmyinstructercamea

whilelaterandwehadoursession.Theguards

laterdrovemetothemallandIshoppedfor

neutralbabyclothes.

IsowantedtofindouttheirgenderbutIchose

tokeptitasurprise.

*

DAMIEN

IlaidonthebedonmyphonewhenZayn

entered.Hewasn'tinthemood,Icouldtellby



justlookingathim.

"Howismywifedoing?"Iaskedfirstlyashesat

onmysideandhesighed.

"SheisgoodbutIthinkyoushouldgohome

now.SheisclosetobirthandIguessshereally

needsyoursupport."

Ihavebeenavoidinggoinghomeforaweekor

sonowasIcouldntfacemywife.Imessedup

withher,thatIknowbuthowwasgoingtofix

mymistakeandnowwewillbehavingkids

soon,Iguessshereallyneedsmebyherside.

"Howisthebusinessgoing?"Iaskedandhe

shrugged."TheAxestheyarebecomingapain.

TheythinkyouareweakDamien.Youare

nothingnowonthestreetsinceyoumarried



Ntwenhleanditsaffectingthebusiness.Deals

arebeingbrokenandtheAxesarecashinginon

ourcustomers.Youbetterdosomethingorwe

maylosemorethenjustourreputation."

Isatupstaringdaggersathim."Iwantyouto

sortoutmydischargeforms,addmore

securitiesathomeandmakesureNtwenhle

doesn'tleavethehouse."

Igotoffthebedandputonmysneakers."Im

goingtothewarehouse,geteveryoneinvolvedin

mygangthereimmediately."

Isaidandhealsogotup."Damienwait..."

"TheythinkjustbecauseIputaringonapussy,I

haveturnedintoone.Trustmetheydontknow

me."



*

NTWENHLE

ItwasnowintheeveningandIwasstillstuckin

thishouse.Aftertheguardsdraggedmeback

homefromthemall.Iknewsomethingwasup.

ItsprobablyawarandImnotreadyforthat.I

washavingcontractionsbutIpaidnomindto

themasIpacedaroundtheroom.

Iwasworried,worriedaboutDamien.Whatif

somethinghappenedtohimandtheyare

keepingmeinthedark?

Iwentdownstairsandthecontractionsgot



worse,Idrankwaterwhiledoingbreathing

exercises.

IdoorburstopenandDamienenterwithblood

alloverhiswhitetanktop.Thatfrightenedme

butIfeltagushofliquidslidedownmythighs

andIknewitwastime.

Hestaredatmeforawhilebeforegoinghislips

tomine."Ourbabiesarecoming."Hesaid

excitedlylikeakidinacandystore.Inodded

andhehelpedmesitdownthenstartedpacing

around.Thensuddenlystopped.

"ShitIneedtogetyoutohospital."Hecarried

metothecarthenranbacktogetthebabies

bagbuthecamebackwitheverything.Fromthe

strollers,tocarseats,toysandbabywalkerand

whilehetriedputtingeverythingintothecarI



waslaughingmyheadout.

"Damienweonlyneedthebagsnotthewhole

nursery."Hestoppedthentookouteverything

andthebloodyshirtandleftitinthegarage.He

droveshirtlesstothehospitalwhilemy

contractionsbecamemorepainfulandthen

realisationhitme.

Imabouttopushtwohumansoutofmy

virginaandthatscaredthehackoutofme.

Notedited.
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TWOMEN

NTWENHLE

Thecarsuddenlystoppedonthewaytothe

hospitalandIlookedatDamienreadytofist



him."Umbaby."HesaidsoftlyandIwantedto

scream.

Thecontractionsweregettingstrongerand

morepainful."Fuckendrivemetothedamn

hospitalDamien.Itsassimpleasthat."He

smilednervouslyandIknewsomethingwas

wrong.

"Wehavejustranoutofpetrol."Ibangedmy

feetonthedashboard."Dosomething

Damien,Iminpain."

Hemadesomephonecallsandafterwaiting

forawhileacarpulledupandhecarriedmeto

thatcar.

Thedriverdroveustothehospitalandwhenwe

gottheretheentiretopfloorwasbookedformy

deliverysoIcouldntgetdisturbed.



Therewasateamofaboutfiftyreadytodeliver

onlytwobabies.Thedrama.Igotdressedinthe

hospitalgownandmyobstetriciancheckedme

andIwasn'tfullydilatedsoIwastoldtowalk

around.

Wetookawalkaroundthecorridorsbutthe

painbecameunbearableIendedupkneelingon

thefloorscreamingmylungsout.

"Thisissopainful."IscreamedandDamien

didn'tknowwhattodo.Hetriedtouchingme

butIfoughthimoff."Thisisallyourfaultman.If

wedidn'thavesexIwouldn'tbepregnant.Ihate

youDamien."

Henoddedhelpingmeup."ButIloveyouokay

letsgobacknow."Ididn'targueashecarried



mebacktomywardandthedoctorgavemea

epiduralforthepain.

ThecontractionswereonfullforcenowandI

wascursingeveryone.WhileDamienwas

recordingme.IsowantedtoslaphimbutI

didn'thavethestrength.

Afetalheartratemonitorwasattachedtome

toseehowthebabieswasrespondingtothe

contractionsandaexternalbeltmonitorto

checkthebabiesheartbeat.

Ilatergavebirthtotwoboys,TwinAwhowas

deliveredvirginallyandtwinBwasinatrickery

positionsoanemergencycaeseranwas

performed.

Iwassoexhaustedaftergivingbirth,Ipassed



out.

DAMIEN

THEFOLLOWINGDAY

Iwasjustadmiringthesetwomastercreations

astheylaidontheircot.Theyweresotinyand

red.Withlittlefingersandtoes.Youcouldnt

eventelltheyweremixedrace.

TheylookedsomuchlikemebutIwasso

scaredtoeventouchthem.WhatifItouch

somethingwrongandtheirtinybodiesbreak.

TwinAwasveryactiveandwasupalmostthe

entirenightwhileTwinBjustslept.While

recordingthemandTwinAdecidedtocryand

thereIgotconfused.Whatdoyoudowhenthey



cry?

IknownothingaboutbabiesbutnowIhavetwo.

Itriedgivingitmyphonebutitcouldevencarry

it,thenIranmyfingeronitcheekandcloserto

itsMouthandthebabywantedtosuckonitsoI

thoughtthebabywashungry.

IwenttothedoggiebagIgotearlieronand

tookouttheburgerIdidn'tfinishearlieron.I

tookapieceofthebunandwhenIwasaboutto

placeitonthebaby'smouth,Ntwenhle

screamedmyname."Areyoufuckencrazy?"

shesaidandIwheeledthebabiesclosertoher.

Shedidn'tevenhavetimetoseethebabiesas

shefainted.Ihaveeverysinglemomentofher

Givingbirthoncamera.



"HelookedhungryandIwasjusttryingto

help."Isaidandsheshockedherhead.

"Givememybaby"Istaredather.

"Waityouwantmetocarryhimtoyou."Iasked

asshelookedatmelikeIfarted."Obviouslyis

thebabygoingtoflytomyarms.Ican't

move,Iminpainokay."

iputmyhandsupinsurrender.Iturnedtothe

babiesandjustthoughtofhowamgoingto

pickitup.Theylookedsosmall,whatifhe

breaksonmyhand.

"WaitIwillcallanursetohelpme."Iwalkedout.

"Thisman."Sheshouted.



notedited.
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BABYJAYDENANDLEON

NTWENHLE

Damiencamebackwithanursewhocarriedmy

bundleofjoyintomyarms.Ifelttearsthreaten

tofallasIheldmybabyforthefirsttime.They

werebothidenticalanditwasgoingtobeso

hardtotellthemapart.

Ilookedintothecotandmyotherbabywas

sleepingpeacefully.Iclosedmyeyesfora

whileandthankedGodforblessingmewith

suchsouls.Givingsuchahardtasktorate

thesetwointomen.Toprotectandlovethem

withmyall.



Damiensmiledandwalkedclosertoourside

andranhisindexfingeronthebaby'scheek.I

staredathimandshookmyhead.

"Theylooksomuchlikeyou."Isaidasthe

babieshadshortsilkyhairandhe

smirked."GuessImthatgood."Hesaidwith

pridebutIlookedathimindisgust.

"Ijustwishtheydonttakeafteryouractions.I

dontwanttoraiserapistsandmanwhoreso

whatevernegativityyouhavepleasedontpass

itontomybabies."

Thattookhimbyshockashejuststaredat

me,sayingnothingbeforechangingthesubject.

"Whatnamesarewegoingtogivethem?"He

questionedandsurprisinglyIhavenever

thoughtogrenames.DuringthispregnancyI



havebeensostressedIforgettoenjoysmall

thingsthatmattered.

Anursethatwashelpingmebreastfeedmy

babysuddenlystoppedwhatshewasdoing."I

dontmeantobeforwardbutcanImakea

suggestion."

Webothgaveherourattention."Theprevious

weekIwasassistingaobstetriciandeliver

twinsforonewomanwhounfortunatelylosther

kids.Beforeshegavebirthshetoldmethatshe

willnamebothherboysJaydenandLeonand

byconfidencethisweekyoujustgavebirthto

twinboys."

shesaidbeforewalkingout.IlookedatDamien

andheshrugged."Iguesswejustgotthenames

forourbabies."Ismiledwhilenoddingmyhead.



"ThelazyonewillbeJayden."Isaidreferringto

mysleepingbaby."ThenMractiveherewill

Leon."

LATERONTHATDAY

IforcedDamientogohome,haveabathandget

somesleep.Thenursesservedmefoodand

thenhelpedmebath.Itwasgoingtobealong

journeytoheal.Iwasn'tonlyhealingmyvirgina

butmystomachtoasIhadac-section.

WhenIcamebacktobed,thebabieswerestill

sleepingandIfeltbored.Justthenmyfather

enteredwithabigbunchofrosesandagiftbag.

"Somebodytoldmethatamagrandpa."



Igiggledandhehuggedmemakingsurenotto

hurtmeinanyway.

"Wherearethey?"HeaskedandIshowedhim

thecotandhewenttomybabies."Ihavenever

thoughtthisdaywiicome."

Hecheeredrufflingmyhair.Hehandhisone

handinafistsoIknewsomethingwas

wrong."What'sgoingonfather?"

Iaskedhimashetooktheseatnexttomybed.

Mydadwasgrowingoldwithhisnowsaltyhair

andthewrinklesthatwereformingaroundhis

eyes."Nothingmybabywhydoyouask?"

Ifoldedmyarmsstaringathim."Okaywehave

tomoveyoutoaprivatefacilitywhereyouwill

recoverproperly."



"Butwhy?Imfineinthishospital."Icomplained

andheshookhishead."Thereisanewthreatin

townandyouhusbandenemiesfromthepast

areemergingandbabytheywillusewhatwill

hurthimthemostandthat'syou.Soiwillhave

tokeepyousafe."

Ihatethemafialife.Iftheycan'tgettoyou,they

willuseyourfamilyandnowImfacedwith

that."Whoisthisthreat?"Iaskedandhegave

methelookIknowtoowell.

"Thelessyouknowthebetter."hecouldntgive

methat,notnow,notwhenmylifeisin

jeopardy."YouknowtheruleNtwenhle,woman

dontgetinvolvedinthebusinessokay."

Ifrownedandheignoredmyattitude."Imoving



yourightawayandthereyouwillbelivingwith

yourmother."

"Never,Imnotlivingwiththatwoman."He

turnedtomeandnowhelookedscary."Itsnot

upfordiscussion."

Heleftlateraftertheytransportedmetothis

secretfacilitywhereIwillbelivingin.My

motherwastryingshamebutIjustcouldntplay

happyfamilywithherandDamienwasn't

answeringhisphoneandIwasgettingworried.

Couldntthisenemypostponehisarrivaland

maybecomebackwhenImphysicallystrong

andIcanwhiphisarse.

Notedited
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NEWQUEEN

SNENHLANHLA

IcouldntstopfidgetingwithmyveilasIwaited

formyfathertowalkmedowntheaisle.Imay

havelookedextremelygorgeousinmybeautiful

weddinggownthathasprobablycostanarm

andaleg.Thejewellery,theshoeseverything

classandluxurybutdeepinsideIwasangry.

Angryatthefactofbeingapawninmyfamilies

pursuitofwealth.Onesimplemistakeof

disobeyingmyfathersordersandallowingmy

ratchetfriendLihletodragtoacluband

catchingtheeyeofadangerousgangster

aroundourtownship,NkanyisoZulu.

Hisnamemaybelightbuthebringsnothingbut

tormentanddarknessintoourtownship.



MynameisSnenhlanhlaMhlongo,daughterofa

gardenermyfatherMosesMhlongoanddear

motherahousewifeMandisaMhlongoandmy

fiveolderbrothers.Sqalothe

eldest,Mandla,Nhlonipho,LangaandScebi.Yes

Imfromabigfamilyandbeingtheonly

daughterhasitsgoodtimesandbadtimes.

Imnineteenyearsoldandfinishedmymatric

lastyear.Icouldntfurthermystudiesbecause

ofthesituationathomeandmyfather

strugglingtoevenputfoodonthetable.My

elderbrotherswerehustlingandsomeofthem

stillstudyingsoIhadtowaitforoneofthemto

makehisbreaksoIcouldgetachancetofulfill

mydreamofbeingalawyer.

HowIendedupheretoday,inthiswhitedressis

quiteafunnystory.ThedayLihleandIwentto



theopeningof24/7,aclubinourtownshipthat

hasbeenthetalkaroundforawhileisthedayI

lostmyfreedom.

Imaveryquietperson,churchgoingand

focusedbutthatonenightIallowedmyfriend

totakemetothatplace.Itwasaweird

place,withdiscolightsandlouddeafening

music.Iwasoutofplacewithmylongblack

dressthatwentjustafewinchesdownmy

kneesandpumps.Myafrowasinhighbunand

Ilookeddifferentfromwhatpeopleworeinthis

place.

IspentafewminuteswithLihlethenshewent

tothetoiletandnevercameback.Isatnearthe

bardrinkingtapwater,thatIaskedforfromthe

barman.Whilesittingtherelikealostchickena

stoolnexttomewaspulledandIlookedfront

butthepersonwhotooktheseatnextto

meclearedhisthroatandIturnedtohimsmiling



nervously.

Hewasskinnybutwithsomemuscles,verylight

inskincolourandscaryblueeyesforablack

person.I'vealwaysstayedawayfromthe

yellowboneguys,eventhoughIhavenever

datedbutIdidn'tthinkIwillevermarryalight

skinguy.Theyareusuallyplayersandnoguy

willevercreatesuchabodytostickwithone

girl.

HegreetedmeandIgreetedbackandwe

stayedsilentfortherestofthenightafterhe

introducedhimselfasNkanyiso.Withhimjust

staringatmeandIdrinkingmywater

awkwardlyandtryingtocallLihlewithmyNokia

X2.

Lihlefinallyrememberedmeandwewenthome



bymidnight.Aweekpassedaftermeetingthat

strangeNkanyisoguyandoneSaturday

morning,Iwokeupwithaloudcommotion

outside.

Iworemygownandwalkedoutofthesmall

bedroomIhaveandwhenIreachedthelounge

everyonewasupintheirpyjamas."Umithi

Snenhlanhla!"(Areyoupregnant)Myfather

askedstaringatmedangerouslyandIjust

lookedathimindisbelief.Whatwasheon

about?

Sqalocamebackoutsideaftertalkingtothe

menwhowereshoutingourclannamesfrom

thegate.Hegavemeonecoldlookbefore

turningtomyfather."Theyarehereforthe

lobolanegotiationofSneh."



Iwasshockedbeyondwords.Iwasnotdating

anyoneandonlyLindokuhlefromchurch

promisedmemarriagebuthewasnever

serious.Everyoneinthehousewasnowlooking

atmeandIdidn'tknowwhattosay."Areyou

pregnantSnenhlanhlaMhlongo?"Myfather

askedagainandIshookmyhead.

"Angisozebab.Isibayasakhosismasulwa."(I

willneverfather.Noonehaseverenteredyour

kraal.)

Isaidastearswasheddownmyface.Imacry

babyIknowbutthiswasbizarre.Iwassentto

myroomwhilemyfatherdealtwiththesemen.

HourspassedwhileIsatnervouslyinmyroom

andIheardmymotherupdating.Shewalked

intomyroomwithaheadwrapandwrappedit



aroundmyhead."Mychildyouhavemademe

proudtoday.Whoknewthatyouwillbetheone

totakeusoutofthispoverty."

Itriedaskingherwhatwasgoingonbutshe

usheredmetotheloungewherethreemensat

ontheoldwornoutcouchlookingtotallyoutof

placewiththeirexpensivesuits.Ididn'tknow

thembutwhatshockedmewasthetwo

briefcasethatsatonthecoffeetable.Filled

withtwohundredrandnotesinstacks.

Ihaveneverseensomuchmoneyinmylifebut

whatwasitfor?Whowerethesemenandwhat

wasgoingon?

"hawuthisisdefiantlyher,theonewhoisto

shineintheyardsoftheZuluhome."Ilookedat

themconfusedandeveryonewashappy



insteadofme.

WellthathowIammarryingNkanyisotoday.

Wehavenevermetbesidethatdayattheclub

andIdontwhyhechoseme.Itriedtellingmy

fatherIdidn'twantthismarriagebu
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SNENHLANHLA

IlookedatmyringasIplayedwithitaroundmy

finger.Itsfunnyhowlifecanchangeso

dramaticallyinashortperiodoftime.

Justthenmylifewasstressfree,dramafree

andthensuddenlybythefallofthesunIhave

beenlabeledthegangsterswife.Howamito

lookthewomenatchurch?Thecommunityasa

whole.



Theymayhavefilleduptheweddingvenue

earlierbutIknewtheinnerhatetheyhavejust

builtforme.NkanyisoisbadnewssomeoneI

fearwithmyallbutnowheismyhusband.

Iwasinwhatwasnowourbedroom,inthishuge

mansioninUmlazi.Itlookedoveralloftheir

neighboursbutitfrightenedmebeinghere.

Ibadlywantedtogohomeintomyroom,my

sanctuarybutIcouldnt.Myfamiliesthirstfor

thegoodlifehascostmemyownlife.Ifmy

fathertrulylovedmehewouldhavetoldthem

offbutIcouldntblamehim.

Heneededthemoney,notonlyforfoodbutalso

toputmybrothersinuniversity.Theyneeded

theeducationsotheywouldn'tendupstealing

foraliving.



Thekingsizebedseemedtobigformeand

whenthedoorcreakedopenedIquicklywiped

thetearsoffmyfaceandMaZuluwalkedin.

Nkanyiso'smother,sheischubbyandgorgeous

butfeistyandapersonwhospokehermindout.

Iwonderedhowshehandledherhusband.He

wastallandintimidatinglikehisson.

Shesquealedasshewalkedandsatnexttome.

Thsmileshehaddisappearedassheusedher

handtomakemefaceher."Areyoucrying?"

andIbitmybottomlipnotknowingwhattosay.

Shegotupshakingherhead."Listen,Khanyisile

(thenametheZulufamilygaveme)noZulu

womanwillcry.Youarenowapartofussoyou

betterstopweepingaroundlikeachild.Youare



agrownwomannowwithahusbandsowoman

upokay."

Inoddedfrantically,scaredshemightslapmeor

something."Nowremovethatdressandcome

downstairswehavetostartdinner."

shewalkedoutaftersayingthatandIquickly

removedmyweddingdress,placingitonthe

bedthenwenttoclosestwhereIfoundallsort

ofclothesliningthewallsandshoes

,handbags,jewerleries.OhmyGodthiswas

shocking.

Ipickedapurpledresswithablackcoatanda

headwrapandpushins.Iwalkeddownstairs

andthehousewasfull.Mostlookedatmewith

smilessomewithpitybutIkeptmysmileintact

eventhoughIwasdyingontheinside.



IgottothekitchenandMaZuluwasinstructing

peopletodothingswhileshedranktea.She

gavemelookbeforeturningtohercup."What

areyouwaitingfor?Gettingchopping,themen

arewaitingtoeat."

Ididn'targueasIstartedchoppingthecarrots

andIfelttearsburndownmyeyes.Sheisso

mean.

*

NTWENHLE

IwaspacingaroundhushingJayden.Hewas

screaminghislungsoutandIwasalsointears

now.IdideverythingIcouldbuthejustdidn't



wanttokeepquiet.

Mymotherrushedinandstaredatme."andwhy

areyoucrying?"Ijustbrokedowncouldshenot

seewhatIhadinmyarms.Acryingmachine."I

justcametotellyouthatyouhusbandand

fatherarehere."

sheleftlord.Whydidn'tshetakehergrandchild.

Ihavebeenlivingwithmymotherforsixweeks

nowandwehavemadepeace.Althoughshe

stilldidn'ttellmethereasonsforher

disappearancebutwhowasItoholdagrudge.

Thiswomanstillgavebirthtomeandnever

abortedmesoIratherbethankfulthenbea

brat.

DamienenteredwithasmilingLeon,hischubby

cheekslookedsocute.Hedidn'tsayaword



gluinghislipsontomineinaquickhungrykiss

thatsaideverything.Ihaven'tseenhimforso

longandhehaschangedsomuch.

Somuscularandthebeard,helookedso

different.HegavemeLeonandtookJayden

,whoimmediatelykeptquiet.ThereIgotpissed.

HowdareJaydendothistome.

Hisfatherwasn'thereforsolongandhe

chooseshimoverme.Nx!Damienlaughedas

herubbedhissmallback.Hewasanaturalwith

themandthatremindedmeofwhenhewasso

scaredtoeventouchedthematthehospital.

Myfatherenteredwithmymotherandtook

LeonoutofmyarmswhilemothertookJayden.

"Wewanttospendsomequalitytimewithour

grandchildrenandjustwantyou'lltohavesome



timealone.Ithasbeenalongsixweeks."

Ilookedathim.Thisoldman.Damiendidn't

wastetimeassoonasthedoorclosedhe

pouncedonme.Takingmylipsintohiswhile

hishandsfiddledwithtakingoffmydressandI

heldhimtightly.Likehewasabouttodisappear.

AllthequestionsIhadinmymindandthe

angerinmevanished.

Notedited.
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NTWENHLE

Iwascluelessinsex,thefirsttimewashorrific

buttonight.Thiswasdifferent,thiswasoutof

thisworldandbreathtaking.

Mynailsdugintohisbackandmytoescurled

andpleasuretookover.



Welaidnexttoeachothertryingtocatchour

breaths.Hisarmstightlyaroundmeashe

staredintomyeyes.Idontknowhowmany

roundswehadbutitwasjustpleasureafter

pleasure.

"Ithinkyoubeautymultiplesbytheday."He

saidrandomly.

Iblushedandheranhisfingersonmycheeks.

"Youaredrivingmecrazy,Ntwenhle."

HecontinuedwhileIclosedmyeyesandsleep

tookover.

DAMIEN

Iwokeupfirstinthemorningandwent

downstairsinmyboxers.Inthekitchenwas

Lubanzihavingacupoftea.

"Youaregoodinthisshame."Hesaidwhile



leaningagainstthecounter.

IignoredhimasIknewwhathewastalking

about.

"Thefactthatmydaughterwasscreamingin

theroomnextdoorwasreallydisgusting.We

didn'tevensleepallnight,andthetwinsthey

wereuplisteningtotheirdaddyfuckingtheir

mommy."

Ilefthimthereafterdrinkingtheglassofwater.

IwalkedbackintoourroomandNtwenhlewas

nowup,buttnaked.

"Wherearemybabies?"SheaskedandI

smiled,kissingthebridgeofhernose.

Iknowroughtimeswerecomingbutsomehow

havingherinmylifehasmademeenjoyed

living.

SNENHLANHLA



Iwalkedintoourbedroomafterservingthe

hundredZulumengatheredinthismansion.I

wassotiredfromkneelingtoeverypersonin

thathouse.Ididn'tevenwanttoeatasIwas

tooexhausted.

Iwashedmyfaceandundressedbefore

wearingapairofpyjamasthatweretheonly

pantsinthisclosest.Therestwere

skirts,dresses.Iwentbackintothe

bedroom,kneeleddownfirstandprayedtoGod.

Prayedthathegivesmestrengthtotakeonthis

familyandtostopmefromcryingtoomuch.

Iwentbackintobedandclosedmyeyesbut

sleepdidn'tcomeuntilIheardthedooropen

andfootstepsmakingtheirwaynexttothebed.

HestoppednexttothebedandIcouldfeelhis

eyesonme.



"Dontactasleep."Hesaidwithhisgruffvoice

beforewalkingofftotheclosestandcoming

backheenteredthebedandIgotoff.

"andnow?"Heaskedwithhisseriousvoiceand

Ishookmyhead.

"Iamnotsharingabedwithyou.Youarea

stealerandyoustoodmefrommyfamilyfrom

attractingthemwithyourmoney.Theamount

ofhateIhaveforisshockinghellitself."

Isaidandhejustsettledundertheblanketsand

tookhisphone."Soyouthatholythenhuh."

MynoseflaredandIsatonthecouchandhe

lookedatmeshakinghishead.



Iwokeupnextmorningonthebedbutmyneck

hurt.IguessIhadaroughnightonthecouch.

Nkanyisowasn'tnexttome.MaZuluwalkedin

andlookedatme."Bathandthencometothe

kitchennow.Breakfastisnotgoingtoprepare

itself."

ThiswomanhatesmeandIdontknowthe

reasons.Ihadaquickshowerandthenmade

mywaytothekitchen.NoonewastheresoI

startedpreparingbreakfastuntilagayranin

removinghisbuckethat.

"Madam."HegreetedandIsmiledathim."IsMr

Zuluhere."Inodded."Iwillgolookforhim"

ThisguywaslikeakasitsotsitypebutIwas

usedtothemaroundthiscommunity,allofthem



workingforthemightyZulufamily.

Iwentintotheotherroomandlookedforthe

replicaofmyhusband.Hewasseatedwiththe

othermenintheloungeandIgreetedeveryone

beforeIkneelednexttohim."Thereissomeone

callingyouinthekitchen."

Hesmiledandfollowedme.Ishowedhimthe

manandcontinuedwithmycookingeven

thoughIcouldheartheirconversation.

"Therehasbeensometaxiviolenceattherank

andBullethasbeenhurt.Someguyshavetaken

himtothehospitalbutitwasnothingmajor."

Ismiledontheinside.Ifonlyhedied.Iwasstill

cookingwhenMrZulumadehiswaytowards

me.Thismanisscaryandtalljustlikehisson



imagineme,ashortchubbygirlinfrontofhim.

"Dontworryyourhusbandwillsurvive.He'sa

fighter."Ismiledbrieflybeforecontinuingwith

stirringthepotofporridge.

"tellmeKhanyisile,wheredidyouandmyson

meet?Imeanhimbeingthepersonheisand

youfallingforhimislikeastoryinthemovies."

IwastonguetiedasthisslyNkanyisotold

everyonethatwebeendatingforawhileand

howweweremadlyinlove.

Ismiled."Itsalongstory."Isaidhopinghewill

lettheissuegobutheleanedagainstthe

kitchenisland.



"I...wellwemetbackthenandwestarteddating

datingthenheaskedformyhandinmarriage

andIaccepted."

Heshookhishead."Youaresuchabadliar."
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IcouldntstopfidgetingwithmyveilasIwaited

formyfathertowalkmedowntheaisle.Imay

havelookedextremelygorgeousinmybeautiful

weddinggownthathasprobablycostanarm

andaleg.Thejewellery,theshoeseverything

classandluxurybutdeepinsideIwasangry.

Angryatthefactofbeingapawninmyfamilies



pursuitofwealth.Onesimplemistakeof

disobeyingmyfathersordersandallowingmy

ratchetfriendLihletodragtoacluband

catchingtheeyeofadangerousgangster

aroundourtownship,NkanyisoZulu.

Hisnamemaybelightbuthebringsnothingbut

tormentanddarknessintoourtownship.

MynameisSnenhlanhlaMhlongo,daughterofa

gardenermyfatherMosesMhlongoanddear

motherahousewifeMandisaMhlongoandmy

fiveolderbrothers.Sqalothe

eldest,Mandla,Nhlonipho,LangaandScebi.Yes

Imfromabigfamilyandbeingtheonly

daughterhasitsgoodtimesandbadtimes.

Imnineteenyearsoldandfinishedmymatric

lastyear.Icouldntfurthermystudiesbecause



ofthesituationathomeandmyfather

strugglingtoevenputfoodonthetable.My

elderbrotherswerehustlingandsomeofthem

stillstudyingsoIhadtowaitforoneofthemto

makehisbreaksoIcouldgetachancetofulfill

mydreamofbeingalawyer.

HowIendedupheretoday,inthiswhitedressis

quiteafunnystory.ThedayLihleandIwentto

theopeningof24/7,aclubinourtownshipthat

hasbeenthetalkaroundforawhileisthedayI

lostmyfreedom.

Imaveryquietperson,churchgoingand

focusedbutthatonenightIallowedmyfriend

totakemetothatplace.Itwasaweird

place,withdiscolightsandlouddeafening

music.Iwasoutofplacewithmylongblack

dressthatwentjustafewinchesdownmy

kneesandpumps.Myafrowasinhighbunand



Ilookeddifferentfromwhatpeopleworeinthis

place.

IspentafewminuteswithLihlethenshewent

tothetoiletandnevercameback.Isatnearthe

bardrinkingtapwater,thatIaskedforfromthe

barman.Whilesittingtherelikealostchickena

stoolnexttomewaspulledandIlookedfront

butthepersonwhotooktheseatnextto

meclearedhisthroatandIturnedtohimsmiling

nervously.

Hewasskinnybutwithsomemuscles,verylight

inskincolourandscaryblueeyesforablack

person.I'vealwaysstayedawayfromthe

yellowboneguys,eventhoughIhavenever

datedbutIdidn'tthinkIwillevermarryalight

skinguy.Theyareusuallyplayersandnoguy

willevercreatesuchabodytostickwithone

girl.



HegreetedmeandIgreetedbackandwe

stayedsilentfortherestofthenightafterhe

introducedhimselfasNkanyiso.Withhimjust

staringatmeandIdrinkingmywater

awkwardlyandtryingtocallLihlewithmyNokia

X2.

Lihlefinallyrememberedmeandwewenthome

bymidnight.Aweekpassedaftermeetingthat

strangeNkanyisoguyandoneSaturday

morning,Iwokeupwithaloudcommotion

outside.

Iworemygownandwalkedoutofthesmall

bedroomIhaveandwhenIreachedthelounge

everyonewasupintheirpyjamas."Umithi

Snenhlanhla!"(Areyoupregnant)Myfather

askedstaringatmedangerouslyandIjust

lookedathimindisbelief.Whatwasheon

about?



Sqalocamebackoutsideaftertalkingtothe

menwhowereshoutingourclannamesfrom

thegate.Hegavemeonecoldlookbefore

turningtomyfather."Theyarehereforthe

lobolanegotiationofSneh."

Iwasshockedbeyondwords.Iwasnotdating

anyoneandonlyLindokuhlefromchurch

promisedmemarriagebuthewasnever

serious.Everyoneinthehousewasnowlooking

atmeandIdidn'tknowwhattosay."Areyou

pregnantSnenhlanhlaMhlongo?"Myfather

askedagainandIshookmyhead.

"Angisozebab.Isibayasakhosismasulwa."(I

willneverfather.Noonehaseverenteredyour

kraal.)



Isaidastearswasheddownmyface.Imacry

babyIknowbutthiswasbizarre.Iwassentto

myroomwhilemyfatherdealtwiththesemen.

HourspassedwhileIsatnervouslyinmyroom

andIheardmymotherupdating.Shewalked

intomyroomwithaheadwrapandwrappedit

aroundmyhead."Mychildyouhavemademe

proudtoday.Whoknewthatyouwillbetheone

totakeusoutofthispoverty."

Itriedaskingherwhatwasgoingonbutshe

usheredmetotheloungewherethreemensat

ontheoldwornoutcouchlookingtotallyoutof

placewiththeirexpensivesuits.Ididn'tknow

thembutwhatshockedmewasthetwo

briefcasethatsatonthecoffeetable.Filled

withtwohundredrandnotesinstacks.



Ihaveneverseensomuchmoneyinmylifebut

whatwasitfor?Whowerethesemenandwhat

wasgoingon?

"hawuthisisdefiantlyher,theonewhoisto

shineintheyardsoftheZuluhome."Ilookedat

themconfusedandeveryonewashappy

insteadofme.

WellthathowIammarryingNkanyisotoday.

Wehavenevermetbesidethatdayattheclub

andIdontwhyhechoseme.Itriedtellingmy

fatherIdidn'twantthismarriagebu
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IlookedatmyringasIplayedwithitaroundmy

finger.Itsfunnyhowlifecanchangeso

dramaticallyinashortperiodoftime.



Justthenmylifewasstressfree,dramafree

andthensuddenlybythefallofthesunIhave

beenlabeledthegangsterswife.Howamito

lookthewomenatchurch?Thecommunityasa

whole.

Theymayhavefilleduptheweddingvenue

earlierbutIknewtheinnerhatetheyhavejust

builtforme.NkanyisoisbadnewssomeoneI

fearwithmyallbutnowheismyhusband.

Iwasinwhatwasnowourbedroom,inthishuge

mansioninUmlazi.Itlookedoveralloftheir

neighboursbutitfrightenedmebeinghere.

Ibadlywantedtogohomeintomyroom,my

sanctuarybutIcouldnt.Myfamiliesthirstfor

thegoodlifehascostmemyownlife.Ifmy

fathertrulylovedmehewouldhavetoldthem



offbutIcouldntblamehim.

Heneededthemoney,notonlyforfoodbutalso

toputmybrothersinuniversity.Theyneeded

theeducationsotheywouldn'tendupstealing

foraliving.

Thekingsizebedseemedtobigformeand

whenthedoorcreakedopenedIquicklywiped

thetearsoffmyfaceandMaZuluwalkedin.

Nkanyiso'smother,sheischubbyandgorgeous

butfeistyandapersonwhospokehermindout.

Iwonderedhowshehandledherhusband.He

wastallandintimidatinglikehisson.

Shesquealedasshewalkedandsatnexttome.

Thsmileshehaddisappearedassheusedher

handtomakemefaceher."Areyoucrying?"



andIbitmybottomlipnotknowingwhattosay.

Shegotupshakingherhead."Listen,Khanyisile

(thenametheZulufamilygaveme)noZulu

womanwillcry.Youarenowapartofussoyou

betterstopweepingaroundlikeachild.Youare

agrownwomannowwithahusbandsowoman

upokay."

Inoddedfrantically,scaredshemightslapmeor

something."Nowremovethatdressandcome

downstairswehavetostartdinner."

shewalkedoutaftersayingthatandIquickly

removedmyweddingdress,placingitonthe

bedthenwenttoclosestwhereIfoundallsort

ofclothesliningthewallsandshoes

,handbags,jewerleries.OhmyGodthiswas

shocking.



Ipickedapurpledresswithablackcoatanda

headwrapandpushins.Iwalkeddownstairs

andthehousewasfull.Mostlookedatmewith

smilessomewithpitybutIkeptmysmileintact

eventhoughIwasdyingontheinside.

IgottothekitchenandMaZuluwasinstructing

peopletodothingswhileshedranktea.She

gavemelookbeforeturningtohercup."What

areyouwaitingfor?Gettingchopping,themen

arewaitingtoeat."

Ididn'targueasIstartedchoppingthecarrots

andIfelttearsburndownmyeyes.Sheisso

mean.

*



NTWENHLE

IwaspacingaroundhushingJayden.Hewas

screaminghislungsoutandIwasalsointears

now.IdideverythingIcouldbuthejustdidn't

wanttokeepquiet.

Mymotherrushedinandstaredatme."andwhy

areyoucrying?"Ijustbrokedowncouldshenot

seewhatIhadinmyarms.Acryingmachine."I

justcametotellyouthatyouhusbandand

fatherarehere."

sheleftlord.Whydidn'tshetakehergrandchild.

Ihavebeenlivingwithmymotherforsixweeks

nowandwehavemadepeace.Althoughshe

stilldidn'ttellmethereasonsforher

disappearancebutwhowasItoholdagrudge.

Thiswomanstillgavebirthtomeandnever



abortedmesoIratherbethankfulthenbea

brat.

DamienenteredwithasmilingLeon,hischubby

cheekslookedsocute.Hedidn'tsayaword

gluinghislipsontomineinaquickhungrykiss

thatsaideverything.Ihaven'tseenhimforso

longandhehaschangedsomuch.

Somuscularandthebeard,helookedso

different.HegavemeLeonandtookJayden

,whoimmediatelykeptquiet.ThereIgotpissed.

HowdareJaydendothistome.

Hisfatherwasn'thereforsolongandhe

chooseshimoverme.Nx!Damienlaughedas

herubbedhissmallback.Hewasanaturalwith

themandthatremindedmeofwhenhewasso

scaredtoeventouchedthematthehospital.



Myfatherenteredwithmymotherandtook

LeonoutofmyarmswhilemothertookJayden.

"Wewanttospendsomequalitytimewithour

grandchildrenandjustwantyou'lltohavesome

timealone.Ithasbeenalongsixweeks."

Ilookedathim.Thisoldman.Damiendidn't

wastetimeassoonasthedoorclosedhe

pouncedonme.Takingmylipsintohiswhile

hishandsfiddledwithtakingoffmydressandI

heldhimtightly.Likehewasabouttodisappear.

AllthequestionsIhadinmymindandthe

angerinmevanished.

Notedited.
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Iwascluelessinsex,thefirsttimewashorrific



buttonight.Thiswasdifferent,thiswasoutof

thisworldandbreathtaking.

Mynailsdugintohisbackandmytoescurled

andpleasuretookover.

Welaidnexttoeachothertryingtocatchour

breaths.Hisarmstightlyaroundmeashe

staredintomyeyes.Idontknowhowmany

roundswehadbutitwasjustpleasureafter

pleasure.

"Ithinkyoubeautymultiplesbytheday."He

saidrandomly.

Iblushedandheranhisfingersonmycheeks.

"Youaredrivingmecrazy,Ntwenhle."

HecontinuedwhileIclosedmyeyesandsleep

tookover.

DAMIEN



Iwokeupfirstinthemorningandwent

downstairsinmyboxers.Inthekitchenwas

Lubanzihavingacupoftea.

"Youaregoodinthisshame."Hesaidwhile

leaningagainstthecounter.

IignoredhimasIknewwhathewastalking

about.

"Thefactthatmydaughterwasscreamingin

theroomnextdoorwasreallydisgusting.We

didn'tevensleepallnight,andthetwinsthey

wereuplisteningtotheirdaddyfuckingtheir

mommy."

Ilefthimthereafterdrinkingtheglassofwater.

IwalkedbackintoourroomandNtwenhlewas

nowup,buttnaked.

"Wherearemybabies?"SheaskedandI

smiled,kissingthebridgeofhernose.

Iknowroughtimeswerecomingbutsomehow

havingherinmylifehasmademeenjoyed



living.

SNENHLANHLA

Iwalkedintoourbedroomafterservingthe

hundredZulumengatheredinthismansion.I

wassotiredfromkneelingtoeverypersonin

thathouse.Ididn'tevenwanttoeatasIwas

tooexhausted.

Iwashedmyfaceandundressedbefore

wearingapairofpyjamasthatweretheonly

pantsinthisclosest.Therestwere

skirts,dresses.Iwentbackintothe

bedroom,kneeleddownfirstandprayedtoGod.

Prayedthathegivesmestrengthtotakeonthis

familyandtostopmefromcryingtoomuch.

Iwentbackintobedandclosedmyeyesbut



sleepdidn'tcomeuntilIheardthedooropen

andfootstepsmakingtheirwaynexttothebed.

HestoppednexttothebedandIcouldfeelhis

eyesonme.

"Dontactasleep."Hesaidwithhisgruffvoice

beforewalkingofftotheclosestandcoming

backheenteredthebedandIgotoff.

"andnow?"Heaskedwithhisseriousvoiceand

Ishookmyhead.

"Iamnotsharingabedwithyou.Youarea

stealerandyoustoodmefrommyfamilyfrom

attractingthemwithyourmoney.Theamount

ofhateIhaveforisshockinghellitself."

Isaidandhejustsettledundertheblanketsand

tookhisphone."Soyouthatholythenhuh."



MynoseflaredandIsatonthecouchandhe

lookedatmeshakinghishead.

Iwokeupnextmorningonthebedbutmyneck

hurt.IguessIhadaroughnightonthecouch.

Nkanyisowasn'tnexttome.MaZuluwalkedin

andlookedatme."Bathandthencometothe

kitchennow.Breakfastisnotgoingtoprepare

itself."

ThiswomanhatesmeandIdontknowthe

reasons.Ihadaquickshowerandthenmade

mywaytothekitchen.NoonewastheresoI

startedpreparingbreakfastuntilagayranin

removinghisbuckethat.

"Madam."HegreetedandIsmiledathim."IsMr

Zuluhere."Inodded."Iwillgolookforhim"



ThisguywaslikeakasitsotsitypebutIwas

usedtothemaroundthiscommunity,allofthem

workingforthemightyZulufamily.

Iwentintotheotherroomandlookedforthe

replicaofmyhusband.Hewasseatedwiththe

othermenintheloungeandIgreetedeveryone

beforeIkneelednexttohim."Thereissomeone

callingyouinthekitchen."

Hesmiledandfollowedme.Ishowedhimthe

manandcontinuedwithmycookingeven

thoughIcouldheartheirconversation.

"Therehasbeensometaxiviolenceattherank

andBullethasbeenhurt.Someguyshavetaken

himtothehospitalbutitwasnothingmajor."



Ismiledontheinside.Ifonlyhedied.Iwasstill

cookingwhenMrZulumadehiswaytowards

me.Thismanisscaryandtalljustlikehisson

imagineme,ashortchubbygirlinfrontofhim.

"Dontworryyourhusbandwillsurvive.He'sa

fighter."Ismiledbrieflybeforecontinuingwith

stirringthepotofporridge.

"tellmeKhanyisile,wheredidyouandmyson

meet?Imeanhimbeingthepersonheisand

youfallingforhimislikeastoryinthemovies."

IwastonguetiedasthisslyNkanyisotold

everyonethatwebeendatingforawhileand

howweweremadlyinlove.

Ismiled."Itsalongstory."Isaidhopinghewill

lettheissuegobutheleanedagainstthe



kitchenisland.

"I...wellwemetbackthenandwestarteddating

datingthenheaskedformyhandinmarriage

andIaccepted."

Heshookhishead."Youaresuchabadliar."
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MrZulufinallyletmegoesheleftmeallowin

thekitchenandIcouldfinallybreathe.Ifinished

upthemaizemealporridgeanddishesupfor

everyone.Luckilythismorningeveryonewas

aroundthetablesoIdidn'tneedtokneelin

frontofeveryone.

Iwentarounddashingeveryonetheirporridge



andIeithergotasmileorathankyoubutwhen

IgottotheyoungestgirlinthefamilywhoI

learntwasMandisaZulushesquitedhertiny

eyesatme.

"Andwhatisthis?"SheaskedandIjustlooked

ather."Idonteatthesethissopleasetakeit

away."Ishutmymouthtooktheplateplacedit

inthekitchen,finisheddishingupforeveryone

thentookmyseatnexttoanemptyonewhich

mustbelongtoNkanyiso.

Mandisafoldedherarmsstaringatme."And

whatamIgoingtoeat?"sheaskedwithattitude

andIstaredbackather.Shewasonlyfourteen

buthermouthcouldrunbutmymothermeto

respectmyinlawssoIwasn'tgoingtoletthe

evilwordsrunninginmymindtocomeout.



"Youweresupposetomakemesomethingthat

couldsuitmenotthis."Shesaidreferringtothe

porridge.

Iclosedmyeyesbutthedooropenedand

someonewalkedin."Youmaybeabratto

anyoneelseinthishousebutnotSnehdoyou

hearme?"

Nkanyisosaidwalkinginhisarmhungona

sling.Mandisarolledhereyes."Apologisenow."

Heroaredscaringmyselftoo.Therestofthe

familyjustkeptquiet.Hisfatherlookedso

amused.Hewascoolerthenhisson,although

healsointimidatedmebutnotlikeNkanyiso

whohasneversmiledatmesinceImethim.

"Imsorry."ShewhisperedandImentally

laughed.

"Imsorrywho?Dog,bitch,idiot."Heasked

staringintotheeyesofthisdisrespectful

Mandisa.



"ImsorrySisSnenhlanhlafordisrespecting

you."

Ishruggedmyshoulders."Youareforgiven."I

repliedbutshemethatlookthatsaid'thisisnot

over.'

Nkanyisoturnedtome."Followmeupstairs."I

didn'targueasheledmetohis-ourroom.

HesatonthebedandIawkwardlystoodin

frontofhim."Packallyourclothes,anything

that'snecessarythentellMuzithatyouare

readyandhewilltakeyousomewhere.When

youreachthathousedontcomeout,stayinside

okay."

Ilookedathimthenfoldedmyarms.



"No!"

DAMIEN

ZaynlookedatJaydenasheheldhiminhis

arms.Hejustcouldntbelievethesebabieswere

real.Ilastsawhimatthecampwehadforsix

weeksandnowhewashere.

WemovedbacktoabiggerhouseIboughtin

LaLuciaasthefirsthousewasburntdownby

mywife.

Ntwenhleenterinapalepinkdressthathugged

herbodyandthecurvesleftmedrooling.She

wentfromskinnytosexythickbutdamnshe

lookedgood,eventhoughIhavetolistentoher

complainallthetimeaboutherchangedbody.



"Mybabiesplease,itsfeedingtime."Wehanded

overthetwinsandshewalkedoutwithbothof

them.IgavemyattentiontoZaynwhoslida

brownenvelopeinmydirection.

"Whatisthis?"Iaskedandhearchedan

eyebrow.Iopenedtheenvelopeandpictures

andpicturesofmynightmarecametrue.

"Thisis..."IstartedbutZayncutme

off."NkanyisoZuluyouneverkilledhim."

"Ishe..."Iaskedbutyetagainhejumpedin."He

ishereforrevengeandIcouldfeelitanhehas

anarmywithhim.Allthistimewethoughthe

wasdeadbuthewasbuildinghisempireand

whenhestrikesDamien,Imafraiditwillleavea

permanentscar."



Icontinuedlookingfromonepicturetoanother

untilIendeduponabeautifulchocolateskin

girlwithcurvesinalltherightareas.Itwasa

weddingphotoasshehadonawhitewedding

dressbutthesmileonherfacewastoobigto

displayhappiness.

"ohthatisMrsZuluJnr,Nkanyisojusttiedthe

knottoSnenhlanhlaMhlongoornowknownas

KhanyisileZulu.Sohealsodoeshavea

weakness,todayhejustshippedhiswifetoa

safehousebutIhavesomeguysfollowing

themaswespeak.Ifhestrikes,wehavehis

wife."

Igotupandstartedpacing."Thisisfucken

messedup,SomethingIdidwhenIstillyoungis

hauntingmenow.Mylifeisnottheonlyonein

dangerbutNtwenhle,Jayden,Leontoo.Itsnot



onlyaboutmenowbutmyfamilytoo.When

theysaypeoplelikeusshouldn'thavekidsand

awifetheytalkaboutthis."

notedited
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Ihavejustputmybabiesintheircotandtook

themonitortoourroom.Itookoffmyrobeand

whenIwasabouttoenterthecomfortofmy

bed,Damienwalkedinwithapissedlookonhis

face.

HewasangryandIdidn'tknowhowtodealwith

aangryDamien.Isnuggledunderthecoversas

hewentintothebathroomandafterawhileI

couldheartheshowerrunning.



Iwasonmyphonewhenhewalkedoutwitha

towelaroundhislowerpartandhistorsobare

whilehehadanothertowelinhishanddrying

hishair.

Mymanishandsome,withhismusclesandsix

packandbrownhairandthatcuteface.

"Areyouokay?"Iaskedlookingupfrommy

phoneandhegavemeadeathstarebefore

walkingintoourclosest.Thesesmood

changes,Ican'tdeal.

Hewalkedbackintoourroominhispyjamas

andgotintothebed.Ihuggedhimfrombehind

butheshruggedmeoff.

"Damien,myhusbandwhatiswrong?"Iasked

andheturnedtolookatme.Ihaveaweakness

forthisman.Itry,Ireallydotopushhimawayto

notfallforhimbutIcan't.Ican'tcontrolmy

heart,myfeelingsbutIknowtheywillbethe

deathofme.

Hekissedmyforeheadthenlookedat



me."Thereisnothingyouhavetoworry

about,Enhle.Nowgotosleep."

Iplacedmyhandsonhisshouldersandpulled

myselfclosertohisbodythenclashedmylips

ontohis.Tastingthealcoholinhimthatdrove

mecrazy.

Istartedgrindingonhimasourlipsmovedin

syncbuthegotontopofme.Hisonehand

wrappeditselfaroundmyneckwhilehe

continuedkissingme.

Hewasslowlysuffocatingmewithhisother

handinsidemypyjamapantandrubbingmyclit.

"Damien!"IsaidasIwasslowlylosingair.He

didn'tcareflippingmeover,gettingmeonmy

kneesandpullingmypantsdown,whilepulling

hisowndownandslamintome.

Iscreamedashefuckmesenselessly.

SNENHLANHLA



Iwasnowinthiswoodencabininsomeforest.

Itwasspookyoutsidebutinsidewasearthybut

homely.Thehousewasguardedwithsome

manyguardsIlostcountofhowmanynew

facesIhaveseensinceIgothere.

ItwasnowdarkoutsideandafteraquickmealI

havecookedearlier.Igotdressedinmy

nightwearthenwenttosleepinthwartingonly

roominthisplace.Thedoublebedwaswith

warmfluffydarkgreenbedding.Thenthe

woodenfloorandroofwithaglandchandelier

thatlituptheentireroom.

Iprayedbeforesleepingbutbeforesleepcould

takeover,aringingsoundfilleduptheentire

roomandIlookedaroundforthesourceofthat

soundandmyeyeslandedonapinkphoneon

thenightstand.



Ipickeditupandansweredthecall."Khanyisile."

HisgruffvoiceattackedmyearandIcould

imaginehisseriousfacerightnowashetalked

tothephone.

"Khanyisileareyoustillthere?"

Ididn'tevennoticedthatIhavedreamedoff.

"YesNkanyiso,Imstillhere."Iansweredbut

stoppedwhenIheardagunshotoutsideand

thephoneslippedoutofmyhand.Ifthereis

somethingIfearinlife-itsguns.

Thegunshotscontinuedandtearsrandownmy

cheeksasIgotintomykneescrouchingonthe

floortoprotectmyself.Ihadmyhandsonmy

earstocoverthemfromthehorrificbangs

outside.

Thephonewasnexttomyfeet.Ipickeditup

sobbing."Nkanyiso,therearepeoplehere."I

criedandheshushedme.



"Getunderthebedandkeepquiet,stopcrying."

Ilockedmylipsandtriedgettingunderthebed

butImathickgirlsoIcouldntfit.BeforeIcould

utteranotherword,Iwasnowyankedupbya

coldhand.Pressedagainstahardbody,acold

metalwasplacedonmyhead.

"Dontfightoryouwilldie."

Ididn'tdoathingasthismanledmeoutofthe

cabinintoadarkvanandtossedmeinside.

Shuttingthedoorbehindme.Iscreamedasthe

vanstartedmoving.Bangingonthedoorfor

someonetohearmetohelpme.

Afterawhileofcrying,Irealiseditwasn't

helpingme.SoIgotonmykneesandprayedto

God.

Ineededhimnowmorethenever.

Notedited
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Iwasinpainbutsomethingwokemeupfrom

thepositionDamienleftmein.Myvirginaburn

asIgotupandfollowedthescreamsofa

womanIcouldheardownstairs.

IknowwhatDamiendoesbuthimbringinghis

victimshereistotallyoutofquestion.

Ilimpeddownstairsaftercheckingonmykids

andopenedthesecretpassagethatledtothe

basement.

IgotthereandmyeyesmetZaynwhowasin

blackwithblackleatherglovesandhelda

beautifulgirlatgunpoint.

Ididn'tknowwhatwasgoingonbutbeforeI

couldsayawordahandwasplacedonmouth

andIcrashedintoamuscularchestwithacold

metalonmyhead.

"Letmywifego."Avoiceboomedbehindme



andtearsfell.Ididn'tseethefaceoftheman

whometightlyaroundmyneckbutIknewthe

womanonZayn'sclutcheswashiswife.

"Youletmywifegooryoulooseeverything,just

onebulletandshe'sdeadplusthetwins

upstairs."

Ilostitathearingaboutmybabiesandstarted

shakingvigorouslytogainDamienattentionbut

thismanheldmestill.

DamiensignalledsomethingtoZaynandhelet

theprayingwomangoandthismanbehindme

setmeloose.Ididn'ttrusthimashestillhad

hisgunnearmyface.SoIturnedtofacehim

andkneeledhimwherethesundoesntshine

andhecrouched,holdinghistoolsandhisgun

droppingfarawayfromhim.Ithenranto

Damienwhowrappedhisarmsaroundmeand

kissedmyforehead.

"Imsorrymylove."Hewhisperedbeforekissing

mebriefly.



SNENHLANHLA

Ilookedatthesceneunfoldinfrontofme.This

couplewascute,tinyblackgirlwithabuffy

whiteman.Theylookedsoinloveandso

perfectbutthenIrememberedherhusbandjust

pointedagunatme.

IwalkedclosertoNkanyisoandstoodinfront

ofhim."Areyouokay?"HeshushedmeoffandI

wentbacktohisside.Hepickeduphisgunand

pointeditatthecutecouple.

IhatedgunssoIjustclosedmyeyes."Lets

finishthishowwestartedit.YouandI,leavemy

womanandchildrenout."

Theybothdroppedtheirgunsandchargedat

eachother.Soonfistwereflyingandtheywere

killingeachother.Thiswassoreal,thelevelof

hatethatexistedbetweenthesetwomenwas

sothick,Icouldcutitwithaknife.



Thepunchesthrownleftmeinpaineven

thoughIwasn'ttheonefighting.

Ijustneededpopcornandcooldrinktoenjoy

thisliveWWE.

Theotherwomaninthisroomshookherhead

andwalkedtowardsme."NtwenhleAlvacadro."

sheintroducedherselfwhileholdingherhand

outandIshookit.

"KhanyisileZulu."Ialsosaidandshesmiled.Up

closeshelookedyoung,withherbeingmixed

raceandthelonghairshehad.Shewas

uniquelybeautiful.

"Imabouttocheckonmybabiesandhave

someteawouldyouliketojoinwhilewaitingfor

thistofinish."

Shehasbabieswiththatbody.Ismiledandshe

ledmeout.Weenteredherstunningkitchen.

ShetookouttwoChinacupsandsetthemon

thetableandmadesometeabeforewalking

upstairsandcomingbackwithacutebabythat



lookedexactlylikethemanwhojustpointeda

gunonmeearlier.

Shesatoppositemebeforewipinghernipple

andbreastedthebaby.

Icouldnthelpnoticetheredmarksaroundher

neck,likefingerimprintdowntoherboobs,like

shewasscratchedorsomethingbutIkept

quiet.

Wedrankteaquietlywhileshemadebaby

noiseswhilefeedingherbabyandIcouldnt

imaginemyselfwithababy.Justsoweird.

"Howoldareyou?"Iblurtedoutandshelooked

upfromherbaby."Imnineteenturningtwenty."I

smiled."weareexactlythesameage."

Andthatiswhereourconversationbegan.



Afteranhourorsooftalkinandhavingmore

teaandvisitingthebathroom.Ourhusbands

walkedoutbattered.Theyhadbruisesand

blackeyesandbloodfromthecrackedlipsbut

wedidn'tcaredasIlaughedathowtheytooka

helicoptertotakepicturesontoofanalps.I

wastellingherofmykasiweddingofhowthe

cateringteamwaspushedasidebythelocal

womenwhotookthecookingtaskuptotheir

ownhands.Thenthehugetentthathadso

manypeopleIdidn'tevenknowandthedrunks

whoarestillhangingaroundformorefree

drinks.

Weburstoutlaughingnearlyscaringthebaby

andbothourhusbandslookedatusweirdly.

Althoughweweresodifferentbutwehadso

muchincommon.Anarrangedmarriagetohot



headedcriminalsthendealingwiththisdayto

daysowecouldrelateonalotofthings.Ididn't

careaboutthefeudbetweenourhusbandsbut

weweredefiantlygoingtosticktogether.

*

ApparentlyIcan'tchangethepage'snameso

wewillstickwithwhatwehavebutthankstoall

thosewhocommentedandlefttheirthoughts.

Appreciated.

Nowpleaselike,comment,share,mention

friendssowecouldgrow.
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IrusheddownthestairswithmyGuccihandbag

inmyhandandalongfloralmaxidressanda

bigsunhatandmyphoneonmyotherhand.

Iwastryingtoavoiddealingwiththedevilinlaw



butshecaughtmeasshestoodattheendof

thestairswithherarmsfolded.

Imentallyrolledmyeyes.Thiswomanhasa

problemwithme,itshasalreadybeentwo

monthsbutshestillisupmythroat.

Idideverythingperfectlybutitwasnever

enough.AllImwaitingforisthehouse

NkanyisoisbuildingforthetwoofusbecauseI

can'tdealwiththiswomananymore.

"Makoti."ShesaidandIsmiled.Itsfunnyhow

ImthebrideinthishousebutNkanyisonever

paysattentiontome.HisupbeforeIwakeup

andbackwhenImfastasleep.Nevertalksor

smileandalwayshavethatseriouslookonhis

face.Istayoutofhisway.

Iactuallylikelivinghere,Nkanyisodoesn'tcare

aboutmebutthefeelingismutualthenthe

monsterinlawwhoIhavelearnttoignore.

BabZuluisthebest,wegetalongwellandhe

alwaysshieldmefromtheclawsofherevilwife.



"Whereareyougoing?"SheaskedandIso

wantedtogroanandtellherwheretogetoff.

Immarriedtohersonnother,hugedifference.

"NtwenhleandIaregoingtothebeach."I

struttedandshearchedhereyebrow.Sheis

meanandveryscary.

SheremovedthehatoutofmylongBrazilian

weaveIhadon.Igetmonthlyallowanceandat

firstIdidn'tknowwhattodowiththemoneybut

nowitsshoppingtripstwiceaweek.Idomy

hairandnailsandevenvisitthespa.

Imdoingthings,Ihaveneverimagineddoingin

mylife.Maybethismarriagewasn'tbad,my

familyiswelltakenoff.Threeofmybrothers

arewaitingtoattenduniversitynextyearwhile

theothershaveenrolledintopwhiteschools

thankstotheZulumoney.

"Whereisyourheadwrap?"SheaskedandIkept

quiet.IthoughtIdidn'tneeditsinceIhadthe

hatonbutthiswomanhadtoruineverything.



"MaZululeavethepoorchildalone.Sheisonly

nineteenanddontneedtogoaroundlooking

likeMrsZulusenior."Iwantedtojumparound

dancingasBabZuluwalkedinandshewas

abouttoanswerhimbutIquicklytookmyhat

andranoff.

NTWENHLE

IpushedDamienoffmeasIrantomybedroom

withhimonmytailandheshutthedoorwhen

hewalkedinandthrewmeonthebed.Igiggled

hystericallywhilehetickledmeallover.

"Damien...Stop!"Isaidthroughgigglesandhe

pausedstarringatmebeforehepeckedmylips.

"Imgoingout,whetheryoulikeitornot."

HepoutedandIsmiled.Helookedsocute.Two

monthsagoImetsomeonewhochangedmy

lifeallthroughmystubbornhusband.



SnehandIhavebeenbestfriendssincethen.

Notaweekgoesbywithoutusmeeting.

Whetherwedraggingourhusbandswithusor

wearejustalone.Wearealwayschattingsince

wearebothtemporaryhousewives.

Wearebothmafiawivessotheyratherhaveus

beingtogetherratherthenoutsiders.

"YouwillstillgoevenifIdothis?"Heasked

slippinghishandintomypyjamashortand

takingmymouldintohishandandIsuckina

breathlookingathisgorgeouseyes.

"NoDamien."Ibeggedandheknewhehadme.

Thismanhereisforevermyweakness.He

kissedmedowntoinsideofmythighsthen

tookmewithhismouth.Suckingandlicking

withmemoaning.

Myphonerangonmybedsideandthename

SnehflashedonthescreenandIkickedhimoff.

"FuckmanNtwenhle,youlivingmeforher."He

askedirritatedandIstuckmytongueout



walkingintothebathroom.Iwassohornyand

wetforhimbutIknewhewasdoingthissoI

wouldn'tmeetupwithSneh.

Eversincewestartedbeingfriendsithasbeen

hisultimategoaltoseparateus.Istilldont

knowthereasonforthetensionbetween

NkanyisoandDamienandIdontcare.

Walkingdownstairsinmyflopswithashort

floraldressandsunhatandmybikiniunder.I

foundZaynandDamienseatedwatchinga

soccermatch.

"OkayboysImleavingnow.Thebabiesarestill

nappingupstairssotheywilltakeawhile.Here

arethemonitors.Oncetheyareup,feed

them,playwiththem,snuggledthemandjustdo

everythingtheywant."

Ikissedmymanbeforerunningoutbeforehe

couldcomplain.Itstimehelearnthowtotake

careofhissperm.



Notedited
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ItswassoawkwardwithDamienandNkanyiso

seatednexttousnotsayingawordwhile

NtwenhleandIconversed.

"SotherearetheseheelsIsawtheotherday

whenwewentshoppingandtheysocuteand

soflippenexpensive.Iwasgonnabuythembut

nah,Iwillaskdaddytobuythemforme.He

hasn'tspoiltmeforawhilenow."

Damienshookhishead.Heknewwhat

Ntwenhlewasdoing.

"Iwillgetthemforyou."Hesaidhalfboredand

thecrazyNtwenhlesquealed.

"Youwilldothatforme."shepoutedandI

giggled,makingNkanyisoturntomeforasplit



secondthenthephonetookhisattentionagain.

Itwassoweirdwithhimhewouldjustrandomly

stareatmewithoutblinkingbutsaysnothing

afterwards.

IhaveneverheardNkanyisosmileorlaughsoit

willbeamiracleifheeventalktome.

"SoNkanyiso,howdidyoutomeet?"Ntwenhle

askedlookingatmewithmischievouseyes.

Sheknowsthewholestorybutnowsheis

askingitjusttospiteme.

Nkanyisoclearedhisthroatputtinghisphone

awayandhiseyeslandedonmeagain.Ialways

feelshywhenhedoesthat.

"Well,Imetherataclub,myclubbytheway.Ina

longdressandlookingoutofplacewhileshe

sippedonwater,lookingaroundlikeshewas

throwntoanotherplant.Herroundarsegotmy

attentionfirst.Imeantheywerearecoupleof

womenwearinglesstonothingbutthewayher

arseswayedinthatdress,IjustknewIhadto



wifeher."

Ifoldedmyarmsthismanmarriedmeformy

arse.

Wow.

LateronNtwenhleandherscary,shirtless

husbandhadtoleavesincetheydidn'thave

enoughappiesforthetwins.Ikissedthebabies

goodbyeandhuggedNtwenhle.Iwasaboutto

saymygoodbyetoDamienwhenheembraced

me.IrritatingNkanyisowhostoodup.

"Dontfuckwithme."HesaidtoDamienwho

justsmirkedwhileNtwenhlegiggled.Hesatin

frontofmeaftertheyleftandwithhiselbows

balancingonthetableandhishandsonhis

cheek.

Helookedcutewithhislazycateyesandpink

lips.

"Hungry?"HeaskedandInodded.

Hecalledawaitressoverandshestarted



flirtingwithwhileIjustgiggled.

Somegirls.

Nkanyisofrownedafterorderingatthisgirland

lookedatme."Whatwouldyoulike?"Heasked

halfirritatedandthewaitressturnedtome.She

didn'tevenrecogniseme.

"Ohyoumustbehislittlesister.ImThandi."I

shookherhandsmiling.Ijustlovesmiling,I

smileateverything.WhenImhappyoreven

whenmotherwasshoutingatme.Imjusta

cheerytypeofperson.

"ButhiNkanyisoIwouldliketohaveaGreek

saladwithwaterandpleaseaddlemonslicesin

it."Nkanyisolookedatmeforawhilebefore

shakinghishead.Iguesshedidn'tfindme

amusingwhenIreferredtohimasmybrother.

"dontbringanyforeignsaladforher.Shewants

twoquarterlegchicken,greasyfriedchips.

Loadsofbuns.Icecream,makeitchocolateice

cream."Ilookedathimandthewaitressleft.



"Whyasalad?"HeaskedandIshrugged."Im

watchingmyweight."

"Why?"

"BecauseIdontwanttogetfatterthenwhatI

am."

Helaughedshakinghishead.

"Reallynow."

Hecontinuedlaughingandthatmademefeel

bad.IhaveproblemswithmyweightsinceI

wasyoungandhimmakingfunofitreallywas

makingmesad.

"Idontseefatbutflesh.Thickbeautifulflesh

thatanywomenwillbeblessedtohave."

NTWENHLE

Wewerestillwalkingoutofthemall.Damien

holdingJaydenandIwaswithLeon.WhileI

wasplayingwithhischubbycheeks,Iheard



someonecallmefrombehind.

TurningaroundIwsmetwithPaige.

Wowshestilllookedgood.

"Guyswowithasbeensuchalongtime.Look

atyou'll."

Ismiledeventhoughitwasfake.Imstillvery

muchangryatherforbreakingourfriendship.

"Sowhoarethesecutepies."shesaidtouching

Jaydencheeks.

"MysonJayden."isaidproudlyandshestared

atme."Yougavebirthtothem."

Inoddedandshesmirkedeventhoughitlooked

fakeontopofhernowfakebody.

Thearsewastoohugetoberealandherround

barbieboobs.Thisgirl.

"WellIstillthinkshedoesn'tgiveittoyoulikeI

did."HerfingersrunningdownDamien'spack.

"excuseme."sheturnedtome.



"oops,Ithoughtyouknew."

ShekissedDamienandwalkedoff.

Iturnedtohimwithmymoisteyes.

"Yousleptwithher.Shewasmybestfriend

Damien."

Notedited.
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HedrovemebacktotheZulumansionand

stoppedatthegate."Ihavetogosomewhereso

Iwillseeyoulater."

Ismiledgettingoutandsaidmygoodbye

beforewalkingintothegate.Hestoodtherefor

awhileandafterthegateclosedhedroveoff.

IwalkedintothehouseandIexpectedtobe

greetedbyMaZuluwithaheadwrapandpotbut

Nkanyisostoodinfrontofme.



Thatwasweird,hejustdroveoff.Whywouldhe

behere?

"OhmyGoddarlingsheisreallygorgeous."He

saidengulfingmeinabigbearhug.

Okay.

"ImNhlanhlabythewaybutcallmyNhlahana."

Istilljuststaredathim.

"Nkanyiso'stwinbrother,thegayone."Hesaid

flippinginvisiblelonghair.

"OhmyGod,motherhasbeencomplainingnon

stopaboutyoubutshenevertoldmehow

beautifulyouare.Imeanlookatthatbody,girlI

willkilltohavethosecurves."

Shepulledmyarmandwestartedwalkingin

wheretheloungewaspacked.

"FamilyIfoundher."Hesaidclappingand

everyoneturnedtheirattentiontome.

AllofthemhadthelazycateyeslikeNkanyiso



soIassumedtheywereallrelated.

"ThisisSthembiso,theeldest,thenNqobathe

player.NkanyisoandIthetwinsthenthe

youngestSamkelowhoisseventeenyearsold.

Soyou'llalmostthesameage."

IsmiledateveryonebutMaZulucutin.Sending

meupstairstochangeandstartwiththepots.I

cookedwithNhlahanatalkingtome.Hecouldnt

riskbreakinganailwhilechoppingcarrots.He

washilariouswhilehetoldmeallabouthis

boyfriends.

"howdidyou'lltwoevenmeet?Ididn'teven

thinkhewilleverfallinloveafterthat

Nkosazanasaga."

Istoppedstirringthepotandlookedat

him."WhoisNkosazana?"Hesmilednervously.

"itsprobablybestIsaynothing."
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Ifinishedcookingandsetthetableandthe

wholefamilyjoinedin.Iwasconfusedatfirst

howcomesomanysiblingsthatIdidn'tgetto

meetattheweddingbutIshutmymouth.

Nhlahanaisdoinghisfirstyearasaqualified

doctor,Ihavenevermetagaydoctor.Sojust

imaginehimoperatingonyouandbeingallgirly.

Sthembisoisasuccessfulbusinessman.I

didn'taskmuchabouthisbusinessesthen

Samkelowhoisdoinghisgradeeleven.

Theywerecarefreeandfreespiritedunlike

Nkanyisowhoalsohappenstobeworkingasa

doctor.Ialsodidn'tknowthat.

Tomehehasalwaysbeenagangsterbut

surprisinglyhehasbeenstudyingmedicineat



WitsbeforecomingbacktoDurban.

NhlahanastudiedinAustraliaandSthembisois

basedinCapeTown.Samkelolivesherebut

wasvisitinghisbrotherinCapeTown.

Theseatnexttomewasforeveremptybut

todayitwasdifferentasNkanyisowalkedin

withastethescoperushingandhesatdown

nexttome,placingakissonmycheek.

Thatwasweird,heneverevenacknowledgemy

existence."Youlate."SthembisoboomedandI

gotfreakedout.Sthembisoisveryscary,unlike

theskinny,lightskinnedpeoplearoundhere.He

hadtheskincolourofhisfatherandhugebuffy

muscularbody.Hecouldsquashmewithone

finger.

"Imsorryokay.Justgotheldupatthehospital."

Nkanyisorepliedirritated.

Hecanevensaysorry,IlikethisSthembiso

character,Iwishhecouldlivehereforever.



Thedinnercontinuedpeacefullyandwhenwe

werealldone,peoplewenttotheirseparate

bedrooms.

Iwenttothekitchenandstartedwashingthe

dishes.

Nhlahanaenterinapinkrabbitromperpyjama.

"GirlIjustcaughtupwithmybestfriendand

theyarehavingsomegymsessiontomorrow

andyouarecomingwithme."

Ilookedathimandthoughtyes,Iwilldo

anythingtogetoutofthishouse.

"OkaybutIdonthavegymclothes."Hesmiled

andplacedapairofshortsandcroptop."Igot

youcovered."

Hesaidthatwhilewalkingaway.Ihavenever

dressedinsomethingsoshort.

Ifinishedupthedishesthenmademyway

upstairs.IbumpedintoSthembiso.WhenIwas



atthetopofthestairs,Iheardsomeonecalling

me.

"Ishetreatingyouwell?"

HeaskedandIsmiledwhilenodding.Nkanyiso

hasneverbeenbadtome.

"Hehasbeengood."

Henodded.

"That'sgood,heknowsyourimportancetothis

family."

Hewalkedawayaftersayingthat.

Importance.Whatimportance?Imjusta

girl,Nkanyisoforcedtogetmarriedto.

Iwenttoourbedroomandplacedtheoutfit

Nhlahanagavetomeonthebedthenwentto

haveaquickshower.Whileshoweringsomeone

bangedonthedoor.

"Openthisdoornow,Khanyisile."

Iquicklywrappedatowelaroundmybodyand



walkedout.

"Whatisthis?"Heaskedholdingthepairof

shortsandcropinhishand.

"TheoutfitNhlahanagaveme."Helookedlivid.

"Dontfuckencallhimthat.Hisnameis

Nhlakanipookay."Inodded.Hemayhave

lookedscarybutalsocutewithhistomatored

face.

"Areyougoingtowearthis?"

HeaskedandInoddedwhilesmiling.

"NhlahanaandIaregoingtogymwithhis

friends."

Hestartedpacing.

"Youaregoingtobenakedwithmenaround

you."

HeroaredandIfoldedmyarms.

"Theyaregay,sotheyaretechnicallynotmen."

Isaidandhelookedatme."Theyhaveapens



okay,sotheyarestillmen."

Thisissounfair.Hewalkedbackintohisstudy

andcamebackwithascissors.Hestarted

cuttingtheoutfitandIrantohim.

"Nkanyisono."Itriedgrabbingtheshortsbut

mytowelfelltothefloorandhefrozestaringat

me.

IwassoembarrassedandIgrabbedthetowel

runningbacktothebathroom.

NEXTINSERTNTWENHLE'SPOV
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Iwasstillseatedinthebathroom.Atowel

wrappedaroundmybodyandnotplanningon

leavingthisplaceanytimesoon.

IsearchedformyphoneandluckilyIhaditwith



me.

Idialedmybestfriend'snumber.

"Hawemah.Mybitchrememberedme."She

screamedandIgiggled.

"Lihlehowareyou?"Iaskedandshelaughed.

"SonowthatyouareaMrsZuluyouforgot

aboutme.MxmbutnevermindIhavenewsmy

friend.Yohthereisthenewguyaroundthe

hoodandI'mtellingyougirl,I'malreadyplanning

mywedding.I'mtalkingaboutpinklips,adark

body,themusclesgirl.YourNkanyisohas

nothingonmyman."

Ishookmyhead.Shehasbeenmyfriends

sincecrecheandIhavegrowntoloveand

accepthercrazyattitude.

"Areyoudatingthisguy?"Iasked.



"Nohejustgothereacoupleofdaysagoand

I'msurehedoesn'tevenknowIexistbutone

dayhewillmarryme."

Ilaughed.Itoldheraboutmymarriagelifeand

shegavemetipsonhowtohandlethemonster

inlaw.Likeputtingextrachilionherfood.Then

ItoldherthatI'mstuckinthebathroomafter

Nkanyisosawmenaked.ShelaughedsohardI

gotirritated.

"Girlthat'shispussy,hehastherighttoseeitat

anytime.Imeanyouhavetofeedyourman.He

paidthousandsofrandsjusttohaveonepussy

forlife.NowIwantyoutowalkoutofthat

bathroombuttnaked.Lethim.craveforyou,so

hewillknowwherehomeis?Andwon'tgo

aroundlookingatthirstybitches.Whenhesees

anotherwomanhemustjustthinkofthe



diamondathomeandnotsayhitoher."

WechattedforawhilethenhungupafterI

promisedhertovisitmeandtakeselfiesinthe

Zulumansion.Herwordswere,"Weneedthe

fameonInstagram."

Idon'tevenknowwhyIlistenedtoherbutI

walkedoutofthebathroombuttnaked.Took

mylotionfromthevanityandsatonthe

bed,moisturisedmybodywhilehesatonthe

bedwithhislaptopon.

IcouldfeelhiseyesonmebutIdidn'tcare.I

worethesmallnightieIwasgiftedbyoneofhis

auntandwentintobed.

Awhilelaterheswitchedoffhislaptopgotout

ofbedandwenttothebathroom.Fewseconds



latertheshowerstartedrunning.

Healreadyhadashowersowhyshoweragain?

NKANYISO

Thisgirlwaskillingme.Doessheknowsthata

bodylikethatcouldkillaman.Thecoldshower

didn'thelpasmybodywasstillhotandmy

cockhard.

Iwentdownstairsforadrinkofwaterand

Sthembisowasthere.Ihavebeenavoidinghim

butheiseverywhere.

"Haveyoudoneit?"HeaskedandIgulpeddown

theglassoficewater.



"No"Iansweredirritated."Ineedtime,forherto

warmuptomeandthepillssheistakingneeds

timetostartworking.Ican'tjustrapethegirl."

Hehuffedandthrewtheglassofwhiskeyhe

hadonhishandacrossthekitchen.

"Don'tfuckenshoutatmeNkanyisoyoustarted

this.Ifyoudidn'tkillNkosazanawewouldn't

havetoslaughteranyinnocentchildtoappease

thatsangoma.Everythingwillbefine."

IlefthimIknewIcouldn'tdealwithhimthis

angry.SoIwentbacktomyroom.Herseldom

beautyandthewayherchestroseasshe

inhaledandfellassheexhaled.Ididn'tknow

howIendedupherebutIknewinafewonths

herheartwillberippedapart.



ThisNkosazanasagastartedwhenImetthis

younggorgeousgirlatanightclub.Shewastoo

innocentandthatplacedidn'tsuither.Iloved

fromtheveryfirstglanceandtookherin.

Boughtheraapartment,cars,gaveher

shoppingssprees.Tookheraroundtheworld

butwasrewardedbybetrayal.ThegirlIloved

mademehatelovesincethatnightwhereI

caughtherwiththeanothermanonmybed.

IlovedherbutIwashurt.Ibeatthembothto

deathwithmybarehands.Icouldn'tbelieve

someoneIloveddidthistome.Shediedand

Sthembisohelpedmeburybothbodiesbutshe

camebacktohauntme.

Thisgirlnevergaveupeveninherdeath,Ispent

ayearwithherfollowingmeandwaswhenI



wastooclosetolosingmysanity.Myparents

visitedatraditionalastheirfinaloptionandit

didhelpasIhaven'tseenherformonthsbuta

sacrificehadtobemade.

Majolathesangomachoseawomanfor

me,someonewhoI'msupposetomaketheir

heartbelongtome.Thenthefirstchildshe

bearswillbekilledthesamewayIkill

Nkosazana.

Alifeforalife.

NTWENHLE

Istillwasn'ttalkingtoDamien.Iwasverymuch

angryathimforsleepingwithmybestfriend.



AfterputtingthekidstosleepIwenttobedand

facedtheotherdirectionheenteredthebedand

wrappedhisarmsaroundme.

"I'msorry,Ntwenhle.Ican'ttakethesilent

treatmentanymore."

Hekissedmyneck."IknowwhatIdidiswrong

butplease,pleaselet'sjustmakeloveand

forgetabouteverything."

Iturnedtofacehim."I'mangryokay."Henodded

andkissedmeandIresponded.Thismanhas

suchaholdovermeandIcanneverbeangryat

him.

Hemassagedmyboobsthroughthefabricof

nightwearIhadon.Moansescapingmymouth

asourtonguescollided.



Hepulledmeclosertohimashisfingersfound

theirwaytomymoundandhedippedin

sendingmetoecstasy.

Iopenedmylegsmoretogivehimexcess

easily.HetookofmynightwearandIhelped

himoffhispyjamatop.

HepositionedhimselfonmyentranceandI

wasreadybutthebabiesdecidedtocryatthis

moment.

Icouldfeeltearsformonmyeyes.Couldn't

theythinkofabettertimetowakeup.I

switchedthemonitoroffandgotoffthebed.

Kissinghispoutylipsandmademywaytomy

babiesnursery.
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Wewereallnowgatheredaroundabigtablein

somefancyrestaurant.Isatinbetween

NhlahanaandNtwenhlewhoIalsoinvitedto

thisgymthing.

Everyonewashavingtheirturntellingusabout

theirchallengesintheirrelationships.

Gaypeoplearejusthilarious.Icouldntstop

laughing.ItwasnowNtwenhle'sturnandshe

huffed.

"Ihavethisex-bestfriendwhoendedupfucking

mymanandImsoangryatherbecauseshe

showsnoremorseit.Ijustsowanttobeather

fakeassupjusttoshowhertonevermesswith

meagain."



Everyonestartedshouting,thisgroupissoloud

eventhepeoplearoundusweregivingusfunny

stares.

"Letsgowhipherass."Theonewithorange

hairsaidandsuddenlyeveryonewasontheir

feetwalkingout.Itriedstoppingthembutone

washearingmyreasoning.

Iendedupfollowingthemandwealldroveto

Umhlanga.ThisPaigelivedinluxury.

Theyrangthegateandwewereletinwhich

wasweirdbutitturnsoutshewashostinga

party.Everyoneranandstartedattacking.They

partyguestsdidn'tholdbackastheyalso

foughtforthemselves.

ItriedstoppingfightsbutIoncegotahardslap

onmyfaceIgaveupandfollowedNtwenhle

whohadacrackedMoetbottlescreamingfor

Paige.

ShewentupstairsandPaigemetherhalfway

thestairsandtheystartedfighting.Theywere



kicksflying,slaps,punchesthiswasn'tyour

typicalwomenfightswherethereisalotofhair

grabbingandbitchyscreams,nothesegirls

foughtlikerealmenandIhadtocapturethis.

Itookoutmyphoneandstartedrecording

everythingatafardistancesoIwouldn'tgethit.

NtwenhlenowsatontopofPaige'sbuttand

hadherarmsbehindherbackinatightgripand

onehandonherlongexpensivelookingweave

andkeptonsmashingherfaceonthefloor.She

ignoredevenhercries.

Suddenlytheywereloudsirensandsuddenly

thecopswereeverywherearrestingeveryone.

"Wait,waitIdidn'tdoanything.IminnocentMr

Officer."

Iwasalreadyinhandcuffsastheydraggedme

tothepolicevan.

NKANYISO



Itwasnowdinnertimeandmymotherwas

complainingleftrightandcentreofhow

uselessKhanyisileis.Sheneverlikedher,since

thebeginningeventhetimewhenBabMajola

showedherfacethroughamagicmirror.She

didn'tlikeher,shewasn'tgoodenoughforusfor

thefamilybuttonmesheasmorethenperfect.

Herhumblestsoul,shynessandthewayshe

carryherselfwithsuchconfidenceandgrace.

Shegrewupinpovertyandherparentsgaveher

awayinaflashbutneveroncedidIseecrying.

"Ihavetoeverythingaroundhereeventhough

wehaveanewbridewhospendsthewholeday

out.Itsthemoneywearefeedingher,that's

drivinghercrazybecausethisgirlgrewupwith

nothingthennowshethinksshe'sMiss

universe."

Mymothersaidasshedishesupforeveryone.I

lookedatmyphoneandIwasalsoworried.



Whatifshe'sintrouble?Imnotasaintandhave

alonglistofenemiesandImsuretheyare

rejoicingsinceInowhaveaweakness.

AcoldbreezepastmeandIknewshewas

close.LookingtomyrightintheseatKhanyisile

alwayssitsonIsawher.Shewasmorethen

gorgeousinalongwhiterobeandherface

flawless.ShesmiledatmeandItrembled.

"Sheisintroubleyouknow."Shesaidandher

wordsechoedcausingmyheadtopainfrom

hervoice."Youbetterfindherbecausejailisnot

theplaceforapersonlikeher."shecontinued

andbloodoozedoutofmyearsandnose.The

familyknewwhenthishappenedthatshewas

around.

ThatNkosazanawascommunicatingwithme

andthisneedstobedonequickly.

TheycalledMajolaandhedidhisthingstocure

thestateIwasin.



"Youhavetomatewithhertonight.Nomatter

whatjustdoitoryourstatewillonlygetworse."

Hesaidwithhisweirdaccentandsangoma

outfit.

IknewwhatIhadtodoandalthoughihatedit

somuchbutithadtobedone.

SuddenlySthembisoreceivedacallandwalked

out,comingbackhewasfurious.

"NhlakaandKhanyisileneedstobebailedout

ofjail."Hesaidindisbelief.

"Whathappened?"Iaskedgettingoffthebed

andmothertriedtogetmetorestbtIdidn't

hearanyofit.Nkosazanadidwarnmeabout

herbeinginjailbutIdidn'tthinkshewasn

tellingthetruth.

Iaskedforwhichjailtheywereinanddrove

thereeventhougheveryoneprotested.

Igotthereandhadtospendsomuchmoneyon

almostfifteenpeopleallfriendsofNhlaka.



Whenshewalkedoutofthecellsherantome

andwrappedherarmsaroundmybody.

"Ididn'tdoanything,Iswear."Shesaidlikea

babypoutingandIsmiledrunningathumbon

hercheeksandplacedakissonherlips.

"Iknow."ShelookedawayblushingandIknew

tonightImtakinghervirginityandwiththe

fertilitypillssheistakingImsureshewillbe

carryingmychildsoon.
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Iwalkedoutofthecellwhilerubbingmyred

sorewrists.

IpassedSnehandNkanyisoromancingeach

other.Theylookedsocutetogether,Ijustgot

jealous.

Mymanjuststoodtherewithhismuscular

armsfoldedandaseriouslookonhisface

leanedcasuallyagainstthewall.



"Why?"Heaskedafteracoupleofminutesof

awkwardsilence.Ididn'tdarelookintohisas

hestillfreaksmeout.

"I...um-DamienI"Istrutteredandheshookhis

head.

"IsthatwhatIhaveforawifenow.Ahooligan,

someoneunguidedwithnomorals.Youattack

otherpeople.FirstyouburntdownCynthiaand

myveryexpensivehouseandIkeptquiet

becauseIknewyouwereangrynowattacking

Paige.Whatifshegetsyouarrested?Can'tyou

seesheisjealousofyouandyouaregivingher

thesatisfactionbygoingallghetto.Yougrew

upinaveryupclassenvironment,Ijustdon't

knowwhereallthisratchetnessiscoming

from."



Istillstaredatmytoes.Heusedhishandto

pickupmyfaceandstareintohiscold,dark

eyes."I'mgoingtopunishyousobadlytonight

,youwilllearnyourplaceandallofthisends

here.Nomorefriendsbecausetheyaregetting

intoyourheadstayathomebeamotherand

cookforme."

Ididn'targueashedraggedmeintohiscarand

droveoffinfullspeed.Hewasangryand

I'm.notgoodinhandlingtheangryDamien.

Whenwegotthereanolderwomanwaslooking

afterthebabies,whoIgottoknowasAunt

Mavis,thenanny.Ididn'tevenhaveasayon

whoIwantedformykidsbutshelookednice

andreallylovedchildrenfromthewayhe

treatedmytwins.



TurnsoutshewasamaidforDamien'swhen

theylivedhereinSouthAfricaforayearbut

nowsincetheywentbacktoItalyshewasleft

joblesssoDamientookherin.

Iwentupstairshadaquickshowerandgot

dressedinpyjamas,thetwinswereasleepsoI

madefoodforeveryoneandAuntMavisalso

joinedus.

ShewasNigerianandyoucouldhearfromher

accentandhighpitchedvoiceandhadstories

fordays.

AfterdinnerIclearedupandshewenttoher

roomnearthetwin'snurserytorestandIwent

upstairsandgotdressedinasexyredlingerie.

HewasstillangryandtheonlymethodIknew



couldcurehisangerissexandIwastoldto

givethecookietomyhusbandsoI'mfeeding

him.Idon'twanttodealwithanotherPaige.

Ilaidonthebedseductivelywhenhewalkedin

andthesmilethatgracedhislipswasoutof

thisworld.

Thismanandsexareliketwins.Inseparable.

Hewalkedinlikealionabouttopounceonits

meat.Hegotontopofmeandwhenhewas

abouttokissme,Istoppedhim.

"Wait,howaboutyoulockthedoorfirst,wehave

AuntMavisnow.Wedon'twantherefindingus

busynowdowe."



Hesmiledlikeakidinacandyshopandrushed

tothedoor.ComingbackIlaidonmystomach.

"DamienI'msotired,howaboutaquick

massageforyoubeautifulwhohasbeen

throughthehardshipofjail.InjailIsurvivedso

manychallenges."

Hegroanedplacingmeontopofhisthighsas

hesatontheedgeofthebedwithhislegs

danglingonthefloor.

"Damienwhatareyoudoing?"Iaskedandhe

chuckled.

"Youthinkseducingme,willmakemeforget

thatIhavetopunishyou.Never."

Itriedgettingoutofhisthighsbutheheldme



downfirmlyandpulledmythongdown

exposingmyarsetohim.

"NowIwantyoutocountwithme,ifyoustop

counting.Iwillstartagain.Understand."

Istartedshakingjusttogetoutbutahard

spanktomybumsmademestopandfeelit

sting.

"CountNtwenhleorIwillstartagain."

Igroanedashemassagedtheburning

area."One."Isaidsoftly.

"Goodgirl."Thethatwasmassagingmybutt

cheekleftandreturnedasanotherspankandI

continuedcountinguntilwereachedtwentyand



Iwasalreadyintears.

Hepickedmeupandstaredatmewhilewiping

mytears."Iwillneverlayahandonyouagainso

thesearethepunishmentsyouwillget.Iwill

eitherspankyouorwewillhaveroughsexokay.

Idon'twanttobeanabusivehusband."

Iwasstillfrowningwhenhegluedhislipson

mineandplacedmegentlyonthebed,hovering

ontopofmeandpulledmythongcompletely

off.

HeshortsalsocameoffandheenteredandI

wassurprisinglywetandreadyforhim.

SNENHLANHLA



HedrovemebacktotheZuluMansionleaving

behindhisbrotherandotherfriends.Hehas

beensotouchyfromthekissatthejailtothe

holdingofhandsaswewalkedoutandnowhe

hadhishandonmythigh

ashedrove.

Iknowwherethiswasheadingto.Couldtonight

bethenightwherehewilltakemyvirginity.

MymothertoldmealotaboutsexwhenIwas

abouttobetoNkanyisotraditionally.I

rememberaroomfilledwithdifferentauntsand

mymothertellingmethedosanddon'tsof

marriage.

"Umphakeleumyeniwakho.(dishupforyour

man.)"



Mymothersaidlookingatmedirectlyandat

firstIwasconfusedandthoughttheywere

talkingaboutfood.

"Mekufunanjeumnike.(Ifhewantsit,youmust

give.)"

AuntZanaaddedandIwasstillconfused.

"Yourmanmustn'tgooutsideandlookforit

whenhehaspaidsomuchforthecookieyou

mustgivehimthecookiebecauseifhedare

doesgolookingforitoutsideyouwillhavealot

ofbabymamastodealwith."

ThereIknewwhattheyweretalkingabout.Lihle

toldmealotaboutsex,shewasn'tavirginand

haslostittoherhighschoolboyfriendMlondi

buttheylaterbrokeup.Weusedtosithour



talkingaboutitandIgigglingateverythingbutI

neverthoughtIwillneedtodoit.

Butheismyhusbandandisentitledtomybody

wheneverhewants.

WegottotheZulumansionasMaZuluwas

seatedintheloungedrinkingtea.

"Youdisappearthewholedaynow.Khanyisile."

IkeptquietlookingatthefloorandNkanyiso

whisperedformetogoupstairsandpackan

overnightbag.

Ileftthemthereandpacksomepyjamas,a

changeofclothes.Toiletriesandmytoothbrush.

Ihadaquickshowerandchangedthegym

clothesIhadonandworeahighwaistflair

skirtwithavestandsneakersleavingmyhair



loose.

Igotdownstairsandhewasalreadywaitingfor

mewithhismothernowheretobeseen."Got

everything."

Inoddedandheledthewaytohiscar.He

openedthedoorformeandIgotin.

Wedrovesilentlyandwhenthecarcametoa

stopwewereinthehugehotel.Icouldn't

believemyeyesandIhotoutandstaredatmy

surroundings.Wewereonlyintheunderground

parkinglotwhereallthecarsaroundusseemed

tobeforeign,Ihaveneverseensuchcarspass

meanywhere.

Heheldmyhandandwewalkedupcrystalclear

stairsthatledtothereceptionarea.Ifelt



underdressedasalmostallthewomeninmen's

armsseemedtobeinlonggownswithhigh

heelson.Icouldneverwearheels,unlessIwant

tofallandembarrassmyself.Myclosesthas

alotofthembutIdon'tevenlookattheir

section.

Nkanyisohadhishandonthesmallofmyback

leadingustoaladywhowasinabeautiful

businesssuitandalongweave.Shehada

brightsmilewhenshesawusorletmesay

Nkanyiso.

"Siryourhoneymoonlodgethatyourequired

earlierisready."ShesaidbeforeNkanyisocould

sayanythinghandinghimacard.

"DecoratedjustthewayIwantedit."Heasked

withhiscoldvoiceandsmilelessface.



"Yessir."Sheansweredandwhenwewere

abouttowalkawayshestoppedus.

"Youhandbag,limitededitiononlyfiftywere

made.Howdidyougetit?"SheaskedandI'm

notsureifshemeantthequestiontomeor

someoneelsebecausethehandbagIhadwas

veryugly.Ididn'tevenlikeit.

"She'smywife,shegetswhatshewantsand

more."NkanyisorescuedmeashecouldseeI

didn'tknowwhattosay.Leavingthewoman

shockedhetookmetoagoldelevatorwith

mirrorsalloverontheinsideandluckilynoone

wasinside.

"Thisbagisexpensive."Iaskedandhesmirked.



"Fiftythousandsrands."HesaidandIcovered

mymouthwithmyhand.

"Forsuchanuglything."Mymouthspoke

withoutthinkingandhecontinuedsmiling.

"Notallexpensivethingslooknice.Itsthebrand

thatcounts."

HesaidandIlookedathim."Howmuchisthis

entireoutfitamwearingifyoucouldestimate."

Helookedatme."Mymomdidmostofyour

shoppingandshelikesexpensivethingssoits

probablyclosetoamillion."

Someonewholelifesavings.WhenI'mtiredof

beingmarriedtohimIwillstealallmy



clothes,sellthemandmovetoadifferent

country.
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Wegottothelastfloorandamuchmore

quieterfloorwhichonlyhadoneroom.Hisarm

wasstillencircledaroundmeasheledmeto

thedoorandmyheartpoundedoutofmychest.

Itwasnowreality,thiswasgoingtohappenand

Icouldn'tdoanythingtostophim.Itwashis

righttohavemeinanywayhewantedandIhad

nosay.



Hrinsertedthecardthatwasgiventohimat

thereceptionandmyeyesexpandasItookin

whatstoodinfrontofme.Theroomwas

huge,biggerthanthefourroomhouseIgrewup

in.Itwasdimasonlythecandlesgavelight.

Redrosessprinkledeverywhere.Iturnedand

lookedathimandhesmiled.

"Iwantedyourfirsttimetohespecial."I

returnedhissmilebutitwasfaint.Iwas

scared,freakingout.Ididn'twhattodo?Orwhat

istohedone.

IfelthiscoldhandonmineandIlookedback

intohisblueeyes.Heledmeintotheroomand

Isatawkwardlyontopoftherosepetals.

"Doyouwanttousethebathroom?"Inodded

fastashejustfinishedhissentence.



IgotupandwalkedtomyrightbutwhenI

openedthedooritledtothebalcony.Iwalked

backintotheroomandhechuckledshowing

methebathroom.

Igotinthereandsplashedwateronmyface.I

suddenlyfeltveryhotthenopenedthesocalled

expensivebagandtookoutmypinkfluffy

pyjamas.Iworethem,tiedmyweaveupand

walkedbackintotheroomandhewasonlyin

hisboxers.

Hehadmusclesandawelltonedsixpackwith

hisgorgeousarms.Hegavemeafunnylookas

helookedatmypyjamasandIdidn'tknowwhat

waswrongwiththem.Theyaremyfavouriteso

himhatingthemwillbedisrespect.



Isatbackonthebadandhegavemeaglassof

aredsubstance.Itookonesipandlookedat

him.

"What'sthis?"Iaskedasthebitterliquid

attackedmytastebuds.

"Wine."HerepliedandIgavehimtheglassback.

"Idon'tlikeit.It'stoobitter."Hesmirkedlooking

atme.

"Soisitgoingtopain."Mymouthdidthetalking

againwithoutconsultingmybrains.

"Abit."Heansweredashetookthespacenext

tome.

Thiswassoawkward.



Itwaslikewewerebothteenagevirginsabout

toloseitforthefirsttime.IwasavirginbutI'm

sureNkanyisoisnot.Imeanwithhislooksand

thestoriesIheardaroundtime.Hehadhis

wayswithwomenbutherehewas,scaredas

hell.

Hestoodupagainandwenttothebathroom

andcamebackwithacoupleoftowels."What's

thatfor?"

Iasked.Imaybeshy,maybeconservedbutI

talktoomuch."BloodwhenIbreakyourhymen

."

ThereIgotsuperscared,bloodcomingoutifme.

BloodmeanspainandIhatepain.Iguesshe

sawthelookonmyfaceashrstarted



explainingitwouldn'thethatpainfulblahblah

blah.

Igotupworemysleepersandrushedtothe

door.LuckilythecardwasstilltheresoIswiped

itandthedooropen.Iranoutwhenhewas

abouttolockthedoor,Iletitclosedswipedthe

cardagain,lockinghiminandrantowardsthe

elevator.

Itooktheelevatorbackdowntolobby.That

womanwhoattendedtouswhenwegothere

smiledatmethenlookedatmypyjamas

weirdly.

What'swrongwithhellokitty'spinkpyjamas?

"Ineedtousethephone."Itoldherandshe

lookedatmeconcerned.



"Iseverythingfine?MrZuluhasn'tdone

anythingtohurtyouorsomething."

Iinturnlookedather.

"NowejustforgottobringcondomsandI'mnot

readyforababysoIwanttocallSthembisoto

bringsomeforus."

WhatIjustsaidregisteredintomymindafterI

saidit?

I'mcrazy,Iadmittothat.

"Mmhwell..."Thephoneringingdisturbedher.

Shepickeditupandhereyesalmostpopped

out.



"MrZulu."ShelookedatmeandIshookmy

head.

"Noshehasn'tcomedown.YesIwillgetthe

securitytolookaroundforher."

Shedroppedthephoneandlookedatme.

"MrsZulu,MrZuluisaverydangerousman.He

ownsthishotelandifyouhavedonesomething

badtohimhecoulddobadthingstoyou."

Ishrugged."Ireallyneedtousethephone."

ShegaveittomeandIdialledNtwenhle's

numberandsheansweredafterawhile.



"Friend."Shesaidbreathingheavily.

"Ineedyourhelp,pleasecomeandgetI'mat

Nkanyiso'shotel."

Shestartedmoaningsoftly.

"Ntwenhle!"Iscreamed.

"Shit,Damienwaitohmygod.MmmhfriendI'm

sobhusyrightnow,Iwillcomefetchyouinan

hourorso."

BeforeIcouldsayanythingshehungup.Ican't

believeshewashavingsexwhiletalkingtome.



Thereceptionistlookedbehindmeandhereyes

wentbig.Ilookedbehindmeandherehewas

walkingoutoftheelevatorinhisboxersand

Nikepushin.

Iranoutbuttheguardsblockedmyway.I

maybethickinmybodyshapebutI'mveryshort

sotheseguardswerelikemountainsinfront

me.

"Canwegoupstairsnowandenjoyourfirst

nightwithoutyourunningofflikeaheadless

chicken."Igiggledandhetookmyhandleading

metotheelevator.

Wegotupstairsandwentintoourroom.Asthe

doorclosedheattackedmylipswithhis.His

kissessosoft,sotenderandsosweet.



Igotahangofitafterawhileandhegently

placedmeonthebed,unbuttoningeachbutton

ofmypyjamatop.

Iwasnowleftbareontopandhishands

startedmassagingmyboobswhilehekepton

kissingme.Iwasexperiencingtinglesonmy

tummy.Hiscoldlipsleavingbutterflykissesall

overmybodyuntilhereachedthehempofmy

pantsandhetraceditwithhistongue.

AmoanescapedmylipsandIclumpedmy

mouthshutusingmyhandwhichheremoved.

Hetookoffmypantsfollowedbymypantyand

Istartedfeelingselfconscious.Ihavenever

beennudeinfrontofanyoneandmybody

wasn'ttheprettiest.Ihaveblargethighsanda

hugebehindandIhaveneverlovedthem.



Everyonemightbebraggingaboutbeingthickis

sexybutI'veneverfeltsexyinmyskin.

Iguesshenoticedasherankissesonmy

thighs,whilehishandswerebothmassaging

myhips.Hecamebacktomyfaceandkissed

meagain.Forcingonekneetoopenmythighs

apart.Hishandwentinbetweenandtouchme.

IgotscaredsoIpulledbackbutheheldmein

positionwhilestillkissingme.Myhandswere

nowonhisshoulderspullinghimclosertome.I

likedhisbodytemperature,coldlikeheisfrom

afreezerorsomethingandhowamableto

warmhimup.

HisfingersplayedaroundmymoundwhileI

moanedslowly.Heleftmylipsandhisface

wentdowntomymoundandashistongue

trailedthefulllengthofmyprivatepart,afeeling

Ihaveneverfeltbeforeshotthroughmybody.



HemuffedmegoodtakingmetoplacesIhave

neverbeenbefore.Shatteringmyworldand

rebuildingitagain.Ididn'tcarehowloudI

screamedorbuckledorpulledhishairbutallI

knewisthatthisisthebestfeelingever.

HetriedkissingmebutIstoppedhim.Hahis

lipshasbeentoofar.

HeremovedhisboxersandwhatIsawscared

me.Howisheabletocarrysuchathing

throughtheentire.Isn'titheavybutsomething

clickedinmymind.

Thisthingisabouttobepushedintome.LordI

begantobescaredagain.



"Itwon'tfit."Iwhisperedslowlyandhesmirked

placingakissonmyforehead.

HepositionedhimselfandIlockedmyeyes

shut.Hetriedenteringbutitwasn'tgoinginand

itwassopainful.Igrabbedthesheetsand

wailedoutlord.I'macrybabyandIknowit.

NKANYISO

Icouldn'tdoit,shewascryingoutloudandI

couldn'thandlehertears.

"ShouldIstop."Iaskedandsheshookherhead.

IeasedmyselfinuntilIwasallinandhercries

hassubsided.



Ihavetakenhervirginitybutforallthewrong

reasonsamIgoingtogothroughwiththis.

Takemyfirstbornandkillitwithmybarehands.

AmIthatevil,Ihavekilledloadsofpeoplebut

Nkosazanahasbeenthemostdifficulttodeal

with.

Iwokeupinthemorningtomelodicalsounds

comingfromthebathroom.Iknewshewas

bathing.Lastnightwasamazing.MagicalifI

mayadd.

HerinnocencethatIhavenowtakenandthe

beautysheis.Sheisuniquelybeautiful,witha

tinywaist,bigboobs,largehipsandaarseany

manwilldietohaveashisown.Idon'tknow

whysheissoselfconsciouswithsucha

beautifulbody.



Iwalkedintothebathroomandshefreaked

out."itsonlyme."Isaidandsheblushed.

Ilovedtheshynessshehas.Wrappingmyarms

aroundherthickbodyIkissedbothhercheeks.

"Howareyoudoing?"Iaskedherandshe

smiledaswebothstoodunderthewater.

Gettingoutmyphonecouldn'tstopringingand

whenItookitandopenit.Aarticlewitha

pictureofDamien'swifebeatingupawoman

whileKhanyisilestoodinthebackgroundin

blackleggingsandasportbrawithherphone

uprecordingeverything.

Thearticlewasupwithinacoupleofhoursand



itwasalreadytrending.

Theheading,NtwenhleandKhanyisilearenotas

innocentastheylook.

IturnedandlookedatKhanyiasshedriedher

hair.Didn'tItellhernottodoanythingthatwill

maketabloidsrunafterher.
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Iwokeupnextmorningsorealloverandmy

vjayjaywasburning.



NeverI'mtellingyou,nevermarryawhiteman.

Theyhaveanunhealthysexappetiteandthey

willwantiteveryday.

Ihadaquickshowerandgotdressedin

tracksuitsbeforewalkingtothenursery.

IfoundAuntMavisthereandIgaveherthe

morningoff.Iwantedtospendtimewithmy

twins.Ihavebeenneglectingthemforquitea

while.

Igottherebaththem,thenbreastfedthemand

theyagainfellasleep.Icleanedtheirnursery

andwentdownstairstomakebreakfastfor

everyone.

Walkingintothekitchen,Damienwasonthe

phoneandsomehowshoutingatsomeone.



Istoodforawhileandeavesdrop."I'mnot

fuckenfeedingyouanymoremoneyPaige.I

onlyboughtyouthathouseandcarsothatyou

couldshutyourmouthandnotsayawordto

mywifebutyoufailedsoyounowonyourown."

Heswitchedthecalloffandwasshockedto

findmestandingthere."Honeyitsnotwhatyou

think."

IshookmyheadgatheringtheingredientsIwill

needandhekeptonfollowingme.Ntwenhle,

talktome."

IstoppedwhatIwasdoingandstaredat

him."YouboughtahouseandacarforPaige

andontopofthatyoustillgivehermoneyevery

month."



Hewastonguetied."Youknowwhatyougonna

donow,sellthehouseandcarbecauseifyou

don'tstopthislittleringaroundaroseywith

Paige,youmayendupmarryingherbecauseI

ain'tgonnasitaroundandwatchyoumakea

foolofme."

HetriedtotouchmebutIrippedmyhandofhis

grip.

SNENHLANHLA

Wespentthemorningatthehotelwithhim

busywithworkandIexploring.Itwassobig

andbeautiful,somethingIhavenever

experiencedinmylife.



Ialsocouldn'tbelieveIwasn'tavirginanymore

butlastnightthesexwassogoodIwouldn't

minddoingitagainalthoughitwasabit

uncomfortableandpainfulatfirstbutitwas

purepleasureafterwards.

Iwalkedaroundthisplaceinatightbodycon

whitedresswithgoldsandalsandmy

clutch,whichhadsomecardsandmoneyonitif

Idecidedtobuysomethingeventhough

NkanyisotoldmeIwon'tneed.

Icouldn'tshakethefeelingsofstaresonmeas

Iwalkedaround.Likeeveryoneeithertosmile

atmelikeweareoldfriendsorwomenwho

staredwithjudgementaleyeswithafakesmile.

Ismiledbackateveryoneandgreetedback

whenIwasgreeted.



Sittingdownononeofthehotelsrestaurant

afterIenjoyedmyselfatthespaandchanged

myweaveatthesalonintoashorterweave

sinceitwasveryhotandIcouldn'thandle.

Awaiterwasatmytablewithinaflash."Mrs

Zulu."HegreetedandIsmiledback.

"Howdidyouknow?"Hesmiledtakingouthis

phoneandshowedpicturesofNtwenhleand

I.splashedallovertheinternet.

Iorderedsomefoodandreadsomeofthe

articles.Peoplewerebrutal.Ntwenhlewas

lovedhymostbutI,peoplehadaproblemwith

mybody.Iwastoofat.Ididn'tfitthetitleof

beingNkanyiso'swifeandwasn'tasuitable

mafia'swife.



Mxm.

Iwasn'tevenaffected.InmyeyesIwasperfect

andNkanyisochosemeinbroaddaylight,he

knewIwas"fat"buthestillmarriedmesothey

mustjustshovetheirfuckentwocentsopinions

tosomeonewhocares.

Iatemytooksomeselfiesintherestaurantand

posteditonInstagram.Theamountof

followersIhadwasshocking.

Whatisitwithpeopleandwantingtoknow

whathappensinthelivesofcriminals.

Iwalkedoutoftherestaurantshakingmybig

bumsandhipsandwenttothegardenswhich



wasbeyondthewordmagnificent.Itook

picturesofmybigselfthereandpostedthem.I

wasgivingthemsomethingtotalkabout.

Ihavenevercaredaboutmybody,althoughIget

selfconsciouswhenI'mnakedbutwhenI'm

dressedandeverythingiscovered,KimKhas

nothingonme.

Itooktheelevatorbacktomyroomand

Nkanyisostaredatmeshakinghishead.

"Fifteenpicturesinjustacoupleofhours."

Ismiledathim."Don'tbejealousbecauseI'm

famousbutifyouwantIcouldhookyouup."

Heshookhisheadlaughing.



"Butareyouokaytheysaidsomenastythings

aboutyou."Ishrugged.

"Whoisthem?"Isaidandheburstoutlaughing.

Ijoinedin,hislaughissorareasheisalways

serious.

"Comehereletmekissyou."Igotoffthebed

shakingmyhead.

"DidyouwashyourmouthwithjikbecauseI

ain'ttouchingthoselipsnever.Theytraveltoo

much."

Hestartedchasingmethentookmyphone

whenhecapturedmeandtookalivevideoof

us.Himinonlyhisboxers.
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Wehadsomemoresexthenfooledarounduntil

itwaslatewherewehavetogobacktothehell

hole.

IwassulkingallthewaybackwhileNkanyiso

justwasamusedbythefunnyfacesIwas

making.Hestoppedataredtrafficlightand

startedpullingonmycheekswhilelaughing.

ItfeltgoodthatIwasacauseofthatlaughand

thesmilehealwayshaswhenheisaroundme.

"Letsgoback,Nkapleasejustonemorenight



thenwewillleaveinthemorning."Heshookhis

headsmirking.

"Iseewherethisisgoing?Iwasjusttoogood

aroundthebedyoucan'tgetenoughofme.

Darling."

Heunzippedhispantsandpulledhisbriefdown

revealinghislargeshaftandmyeyesgrewbig

andablushcreepedonmycheeks.

"Mylittlemanhereisallyours.Twelveatnight

andyoufeellikehavingdickwakeme.Imat

workandmywifeishorny,callmeIwillcome

andsatisfyyourneeds."Igiggledthrowingmy

handbagontopofhismanhoodasthetaxi

passengersnexttouswereverymuchfocused

onus.



"Nkanyisoyouaresocrazy."Hedroveforover

anhourandIknewhewasn'ttakingmetohis

homeandasweenteredaveryposh

neighbourhoodwithlargepalacelikehouses

andbigyardsandtrees.Ilookedathimandhe

justsmiled.

Hestoppedinsideaverybeautifulhousewitha

bigswimmingpoolandgarden.Hehelpedme

outandtheenormoussilvergatehadMR&MRS

ZULUengravedonit.Hisparentssuburb

house,Ithoughtastheyhadtoomuchmoneyto

onlyownahouseinatownship.

Hecameoutwithasmallpinkboxandhanded

ittome.Igavehimaweirdfaceandopenedthe

box,whilehewastakingavideoofme.

Insidewasagateremoteandhousekeys."and



then?"Iaskedconfusedwavingthetwothings

onmyhandwithacutepinkbowaroundthem.

"Thisisourfirsthouse,whichImverymuchsure

youwillturnintoahome."

Iscreamedopeningthegateandrushingin

whileheranbehindmewiththephone

recordingeverything.Iwenttoalmostevery

roombutgottiredfromalltherunningandsat

downonthisbigbedinthemasterbedroom.

HewalkedinandIrantohimwrappingmy

armsaroundhissmallerbodythenmine's.

"Iloveit,Iloveeeit.Iloveyou."HefrozewhenI

saidthatandafteracoupleofsecondsI

realisedwhatIsaidandpulledoutofthehug.



"Imeantthehousenotyou."Heshookhishead

silencingmewithakissandheledmetothe

bedandwebothsatdownandcontinued

kissing.

"Maybeweshouldtesthowsoftthisbedis."He

saidpullingoutofthekissandInoddedmy

headandwhileItookoffmyshoeshewas

alreadyinhisunderwear.

Ishookmyheadgettingontopofthebedthen

startedjumpingonitupanddown.

"Nkaitsverysoft,youshouldtrythis."

Hecoveredhisfacewithhishands."Imeant

sex,breakingthebed'svirginitynotjumpingon

it."



Ijustgiggledandcontinuedjumping.
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Wehadsomemoresexthenfooledarounduntil

itwaslatewherewehavetogobacktothehell

hole.

IwassulkingallthewaybackwhileNkanyiso

justwasamusedbythefunnyfacesIwas

making.Hestoppedataredtrafficlightand

startedpullingonmycheekswhilelaughing.

ItfeltgoodthatIwasacauseofthatlaughand

thesmilehealwayshaswhenheisaroundme.



"Letsgoback,Nkapleasejustonemorenight

thenwewillleaveinthemorning."Heshookhis

headsmirking.

"Iseewherethisisgoing?Iwasjusttoogood

aroundthebedyoucan'tgetenoughofme.

Darling."

Heunzippedhispantsandpulledhisbriefdown

revealinghislargeshaftandmyeyesgrewbig

andablushcreepedonmycheeks.

"Mylittlemanhereisallyours.Twelveatnight

andyoufeellikehavingdickwakeme.Imat

workandmywifeishorny,callmeIwillcome

andsatisfyyourneeds."Igiggledthrowingmy

handbagontopofhismanhoodasthetaxi

passengersnexttouswereverymuchfocused



onus.

"Nkanyisoyouaresocrazy."Hedroveforover

anhourandIknewhewasn'ttakingmetohis

homeandasweenteredaveryposh

neighbourhoodwithlargepalacelikehouses

andbigyardsandtrees.Ilookedathimandhe

justsmiled.

Hestoppedinsideaverybeautifulhousewitha

bigswimmingpoolandgarden.Hehelpedme

outandtheenormoussilvergatehadMR&MRS

ZULUengravedonit.Hisparentssuburb

house,Ithoughtastheyhadtoomuchmoneyto

onlyownahouseinatownship.

Hecameoutwithasmallpinkboxandhanded

ittome.Igavehimaweirdfaceandopenedthe

box,whilehewastakingavideoofme.



Insidewasagateremoteandhousekeys."and

then?"Iaskedconfusedwavingthetwothings

onmyhandwithacutepinkbowaroundthem.

"Thisisourfirsthouse,whichImverymuchsure

youwillturnintoahome."

Iscreamedopeningthegateandrushingin

whileheranbehindmewiththephone

recordingeverything.Iwenttoalmostevery

roombutgottiredfromalltherunningandsat

downonthisbigbedinthemasterbedroom.

HewalkedinandIrantohimwrappingmy

armsaroundhissmallerbodythenmine's.

"Iloveit,Iloveeeit.Iloveyou."HefrozewhenI

saidthatandafteracoupleofsecondsI

realisedwhatIsaidandpulledoutofthehug.



"Imeantthehousenotyou."Heshookhishead

silencingmewithakissandheledmetothe

bedandwebothsatdownandcontinued

kissing.

"Maybeweshouldtesthowsoftthisbedis."He

saidpullingoutofthekissandInoddedmy

headandwhileItookoffmyshoeshewas

alreadyinhisunderwear.

Ishookmyheadgettingontopofthebedthen

startedjumpingonitupanddown.

"Nkaitsverysoft,youshouldtrythis."

Hecoveredhisfacewithhishands."Imeant

sex,breakingthebed'svirginitynotjumpingon



it."

Ijustgiggledandcontinuedjumping.
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ThefollowingdayIspentwithmykids.They

weregrowingupsofastandlookingsomuch

liketheirfatheraseachdaypasses.

Itookthemtotheirnurseryandplacedthem.in

theirtwincotthenturnedthemonitoronand

strappedtheotheroneonmypants.

IwentbackdownstairsasDamienjustentered



andwebothstaredateachotherandIshook

myhead.Hedrivesmecrazy.Iwasabouttogo

tothekitchenwhenhecalledmyname.

Istoppedonmytracksandhewalkeduptome

,standinginfrontofme.Istaredupathistall

selfandhehandedmethreebriefcases.

Igavehimthequestionmarklookandhetold

metoopenthem.Iwenttotheloungeand

placedthethreebriefcasesonthetableand

openedallofthem.

Eachcasewasstackedwithtwohundredrand

notes.Ilookedupathimwaitingforan

explanation."ThehouseandcarIboughtfor

Paige.Isoldittoafriendandhepaidcashand

hereisallthemoneyandIhavecutalltiesIhad

withPaige."



Hewentuptohimandwrappedmyarms

aroundhisbody."Iloveyoumyhusband."

Hesmirkedandkissedmyhead."TonightI'm

goingtoshowyouthatyouwillneverneed

anotherbitchinyoulifebesidesme."Isaid

lookingupathimandhesmiledandpeckedmy

.

HewentbacktoworkandIwenttothemall

andenteredaadultshop.Theyhadasectionof

sextoyandIboughtasmallwhip,hethinkshe

canspankmeandI'mjustgonnalethimdoas

heplease.Ialsoboughtasexylingeriewith

superhighheels.

Itookthekidstotheirgrandparentandifyou

couldseethelookonmyfathersface.



"Don'tmakeanymorebabiesplease."He

beggedandIlaughedgoingbacktomyhouse.

Icookedadeliciousmeal,setthetableinthe

balconythenwentbackinside,hadalongbath

andthenworemyblackthongwithagarterand

longblackstockingsandthehighheels.Then

thelaceblackbra.Icoveredeverythingupwith

agownthenwentdownstairsandwelcomed

myhusbandwithasesuctivekissasheentered

thefrontdoor.

"Andthatwasfor?"HeaskedasIpulledaway

andhiseyesranupmycoveredbody.

"Forbeingtheworld'sbesthusband."Ismiled

,peckinghislipsthenpulledhimintoour

balcony,whereheloosenedhistieandsatin



frontofme.

"Wherearemybabies?"HeaskedwhileIpoured

himaglassofwhiskey.Iwasdrinkingwine.

"Motherwantedtospendtimewiththem."Isaid

andhiseyesweregluedtocleavageasIsat

backonthechairafterclosingthelidofthe

bottle.

Wehadanicedinnerwhilehecouldn'tgethis

eyesofme.IfonlyheknewwhatIhaveplanned

forhim.

Afterdinnerwewenttoourbedroomwherewe

startedkissingandfondling.Heremovedmy

gownandwhenhiseyeslandedonmylingerie

hiseyeswereroundassaucers.



"Likewhatyousee?"Isaidandhetried

grabbingmybreastsbutIstoppedhim.Taking

outapairofcuffsIboughtfromtheshop.

"Ohnonever,whatifyouloosethekey."Hesaid

andIgiggled.

"Thenwewillcallthecops."

Afteralotofpersuasions,hefinallyagreedand

Icuffedhisnakedselfonthebed.Istraddled

himandkissedhisentirenakedbodymaking

mywaydowntoMrDicky.Ikissedhisballs

thentookthetipintomymouthandhegroaned.

Islowlyloweredmylipsdownhishard

shaft,feelinghimgrowbiggerinmymouththen

tookmylipsoutandhelookedatmewith

beggingeyes.



Hecoulddonothing,Iwasincharge.Iworemy

gownthenwalkedoutoftheroomshakingmy

asswhilehescreamedformetocomeback.

Icamebackbutwithawhipinmyhands.Like

I'mtheonlyonewhoisgoingtogetspanked.

"Don'tyoudare."HewarnedbutIshookmy

head.

"I'minchargebaby."Igavehimonestrikeon

hislegsandhegrunted.

"Iwantyoutocountwithmebabyokay."

HejustsmirkedandIwhippedhimuntilIfelt

sorryformybabyandgotontopofhimand



kisseshimslowly.Itookoffmypantyand

loweredmyselfonhisshaft,feelinghimexpand

meandnsendmetoaworldofpleasure.Irode

himlikemylifedependedonitwhilehegroaned

underme,thebestnoiseever.

Iwokeupnextmorningtiredashellandhewas

stillcuffed.Iturnedandkissedhimonhislips.

"Morninghubby."HeshookhisheadandI

uncuffedhim.

"Sowenowgofiftyshadesofgreyoneach

other.Okayitsfine,justknowthatyouhave

awokenasleepingbeastandyouwon'thandle

myChristianGreyside."Ishookmyhead

laughing.

Ilovethiscrazyass.
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IwokeupnextmorningandNkanyiso'swasstill

alseepwithhisarmswrappedtightlyaroundme.

Ikissedhischeekbeforeslowlyremovinghis

armswhichwasveryhard.

IworeagownandwentdownstairsandIjust

couldn'tbelievethiswasmyhouse,Igrewupin

afourroomhouseandnowI'mlivingin

somethingfivetimesbigger.



ItookoutalltheingredientsIwillneedfor

breakfastwhenmyphoneranganditwasthe

devilherself.

"Mother."Isaidnotshowingherdisrespect.

"Andwherethehellareyoutwo?Itsalreadythe

thirdday.Whenareyou'llcomingback?"She

askedandIgiggled.

"MaybeforChristmaslunchbutI'mjotsure.Did

Nkanyisotellyouhewasbuildingmeahuge

mansion.Motherifonlyyoucouldseeit,I'mlike

amadammyself."

IsaidandshestartedscreamingandIfeltarms

encirclingmywaistandakissonmycheek.He

tookthephoneandwentoutwhileIprepared

breakfast.



Hecamebackandwebothsatdownandhe

startedeatingandIjuststaredathim."What?"

Heaskedwithhismouthfull.

Ifrowned."Wedidn'tpray,don'tyouknowthat

youaresupposetothankGodforeverymealhe

givestoyou.Eatingbeforeyougivethanksis

veryrudeanddisrespectful."Hestaredatme.

IgrabbedbothhishandsandIsaidashort

prayer.Wethenstartedeating.

"Iwanttovisitmyparentsthisweekend."Isaid

whileweatequietly.Hedidn'tanswermesoI

supposedheneededsomepersuasion.

"Ireallymissthem.ThelasttimeIsawthem



wasattheweddingandI..."

Helookedupandsmiled.Hemaybenicetome

butI'mstillalittlebitscaredofhim."itsokay."I

smiledback.

"Thankyou."Isaidandhegotup.Hekissedmy

cheek,hewasn'tevenhalfdonewithhisfood."I

willbeatworkthewholedaysodon'twaitup

andIhavesomeonebringeverythingthat

belongstoyouhereandhavefun."Hekissed

myforeheadagainandwentupstairs.Coming

downafterawhileinablacksuitwithhis

stethoscopeandabriefcase.Helooked

cute,toocutewithatouchofauthority.

Igotupwhenhestoodnexttomeandhebent

downtokissme."Iloveyou."Iblushedand

lookedatmyfeet.



Hepickedmyfaceupwithhishandsandkissed

meslowlyandpassionately.

HethenleftandIclearedaroundthenwas

boredfortherestoftheday.Iwentdownstairs

andcookedluncheventhoughtherewasachef

inthismansion.

NTWENHLE

DamienwasatworkbutIcouldn'tstop

imaginingaboutourlittlesessionatnight.The

hickiesaroundmybodywereproofofwhathe

didtomethismorning.

Idrovetomymother'splacebutnoonewas

theresoItalkedtotheguard.



"Theyleftlastnight."Ilookedathim.

"Theyjustleft."HenoddedandIcalledma.

"Heybaby."ShesaidhappilyandIcouldhear

mybabiesmakingnoisesinthebackground.

"Momwhereareyouandmybabies?"Iasked

andshelaughed.

"WeareinDubai,yourdaddytookusona

vacation."Myeyespoppedout.Dubai,my

mothertookmybabiestoanothercountry.

"Nomothertellmeyouarejoking."She

continuedlaughing.



"Noamnot,IloveyoubabaybutI'vegottogo

now.Iwillsendyoualotofpictureswithmy

grandbabies.Bye."

Itriedcallingherbackbutshewasn'tanswering.

IdrovebackhomeandwhenIwalkedinIwas

greetedbyPaige.

"Whodraggedthebitchintomymansion."Isaid

asIwalkedin.

Shesmirked."Soyounowhavehimwrapped

aroundyourlittlefinger.Iunderestimatedyou

myfriend."Ismirkedandplacedmyhandbag

ontopofthetablethenwalkedclosertoher.

"WhatbringsyouherePaige?"Iaskedandshe



smiledwalkingclosertomethenstoodinfront

ofmelookingmestraightintomyeyes.

"Youdon'tknowthemanyoumarried

Ntwenhle,heisnothingbutabastard."

Ilookedather."Mybastard."

"Iwonderifyouwillsaythatafteryouseethis."

ShehandedmeaUSBandleft.

"Youwillthankmelater."
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Ididn'tknowwhattodoasIsatwithaglassof

wineinfrontofmylaptopandtheUSBnexttoit.

IwashalfwaythroughthebottlebutIwasstill

verymuchsober.

Iwantedtobedrunktowatchwhateverwasin

thisUSB.Iwasscared,tooscaredtofacethe

truth.Ifitsthestuffhedoesinhisillegal

business,that'sokaybutwhatititsanother

woman.ThatIcan'tdeal,mywholeheartnow

belongstohimandIneverwanttobe

heartbroken.

Igulpedthelastcontentoftheliquorinmy

glassandtookadeepbreathin.Iplugged

everythinginandpressedplayontheoneofthe

multiplevideos.



Itfirstshowedablurredvisionofaroomandas

itgotcleareditlookedlikesomeexpensive

hotel.Thenthecameraseemedtozonein

showingawomanwhowastiedonthehandles

ofthebedwithahandcuffs.Shewasinaslutty

Frenchmaiduniformandhighheels.

Awhilelaterthedoorclickedandaman

entered.Lookingcloselyitwasmy

husband,Damien.Hewasinhisboxersand

whenhestoodinfrontoftheblondeshe

startedtalkingtohimbutIcouldn'thearathing.

Ilookedawayfromthelaptopandpouredmore

wine.Itookalongsipthenturnedbacktothe

laptop.

Heremovedhisboxersandwentontopofher.

Thisblondegirlwasthick,thatIcouldsee.She



hadlargehipsandbigboobs.Hefirstkissed

herthentookoffwhatshehadon.

Hetuggedonacollarthatwasonherneckthat

Ididn'tnoticeearlier.Theytalkedforawhile

thenheslappedherandfistedherhairpushing

hismanhoodintoherlips.

Icouldn'twatchanysoIskippedthisvideoand

thenextonewasanothergirlinabenchlike

thingwhileDamienwhippedherwithabelt.I

viewedallofthemandtheyallinvolvedDamien

inflictingpainondifferentwomen.

WhoisthismanI'mmarriedto?Isheasadist.I

heardthedooropeningandIquicklywipedmy

tearsandclosedmylaptopremovingtheUSB.

IwalkedtowardstheentrancehallandMrs



Alvaradostoodtherewithherexpensive

luggage.

"Mother."Isaidandshesmiledwalkingtowards

meandkissedbothmycheeks."Howaredoing

mychild?"

Ismiledandlookedawayfromherasshewas

staringatme.Sheturnedtotheguardsand

instructedthemtotakeherluggageupstairs.

"Sowherearethetwins?"SheaskedandI

smilednervously.Thiswomanwillforever

intimidateme.

"Wellmother..."BeforeIcouldanswerhermy

momenteredcarryingmytwinsintheircar

seats.



Ibreathedasighofrelief.HowwasIgoingto

tellDamienthathisbabiesarehalfwayacross

theworld.

Itookthetwinsandkissesboththeirchubby

cheeksandledeveryonetothelivingroom.

"UmmomthisisDamienmother,sheisvisiting

fromItalyandmotherthisismybiological

motherAmelia."

TheytalkedwhileItookthekidsupstairs.Inow

havetoplayhappyfamilywithDamiensincehis

motherdecidedtovisitunannounced.

SNENHLANHLA



Igotoutoftheblackcarandstaredatmy

parentshouse.Itwassodifferentfromthefour

roomRDPhouseIgrewupin.Theroomswere

extendedwithnewaluminumwindowsanda

freshcoatofpaint.Therewasanewfence

ratherthenthefallingapartonewehadand

therewasthebiggardenmymotheralways

wishedfor.Therewasevenacarparkedonthe

driveway.

Itoldtheguardtostaybehindashewantedto

followme.Iwasinsimpleblackdressthat

huggedmybodyandwhiteNikesneakerswith

awhiteheadscarfonmyhead.

Iknockedonthedoorandmymotherlookedat

meforawhileassheopenedthedoor.She

lookedbeautifulandexpensive.Iguessthe

lobolamoneyreallywasagreathelp.



Ismiledandhuggedhereventhoughshestood

therefrozen.

"Mother,howareyou?"Iaskedherasshejust

lookedatme.

"Whyareyouhere?Didyouhaveafightwith

yourhusband?Ispecificallytoldyoutomake

himhappy,givehimwhateverhewants.Didn't

youlistentomeSnenhlanhla."Ilookedather

assheshoutedatme.

"Mother,calmdown.I'mjustheretovisityou

andpapa.Imissedyouall."

SheturnedaroundandwalkedinandIfollowed

andthehouselookedmagnificentontheinside.

Theinteriorwasoutofthisworld.



Isatdowninfrontofherasshefoldedher

arms."Nowtellmewhyyouarehere?Youhada

fightwithyourhusbandright."

Ishookmyhead."Nomamanothinghappened.I

reallyjustcametoseeyou'll."

ThedooropenedandScebiwalkedin.Hejust

camebackfromschoolashewasinhisschool

uniform.Iwrappedmyarmsaroundhim.

"Scebi."Iscreamedandhegiggledpushingme

offhim.

"Nehstopit,youcrampingmystyle."Ilookedat

himproperly.



"Sincewhendoyouhavestyle?"Iaskedandhe

groanedwalkingtohisroom.

Ilookedathisretreatingfigureandhisschool

shoeswerereplacedwithsneakersandhehad

hugeearphonesandhisschoolpantswastoo

skinny.

"Don'tevenask."MamasaidasIturnedtoget

somesortofexplanation.

Ispentthedaywithmyparentsandwhile

helpingmotherpreparedinnermyphonerang.

"Nkanyiso."Iansweredandhechuckled.

"Howaboutmyhandsome

husband,baby,sweetie,love.WhyNkanyiso?"I



giggledandmymaturnedtolookatmewithan

archedeyebrow.

Iturnedaroundandgavehermyback."Areyou

stillatyourparent'splace."Inoddedforgetting

thathecouldn'tseeme.

"Yes."Iansweredandmymomshookmy

head."ShouldIcomepickyouup?"Heasked.

"Yes."Iansweredandhelaughed.

"IloveyouSnenhlanhla."Igiggledagain.

"Metoo."

Iwasscaredofsayinganythinginfrontofmy



mother.

"Youwhat?"Hisvoicewasfilledwith

amusement.

"NkanyisoIhavetogo,mmypotisburningbye."

Iswitchedoffthecallandturnedtomymother

whoburstoutinlaughter.

"Ihavenevereverbeenshymyentirelifeand

thenboomtheonlygirlIhaveevergavebirthto

istooshytoeventellherhusbandsheloves

him.YouthinkIdon'tknowyou'llalreadyhaving

sex."

Iblushed.

"ThatlittlebunisalltheproofIneed."Shesaid



whilepointingtomystomacharea.

Ilookeddownatmystomachthenbackat

her."Whatdoyoumean?"Sheshookherhead.

"Youdon'tknow?"Igaveherthequestionmark

look.

"Youwillfindoutsoon."

ShesetthetableandNkanyisocamelaterbyto

fetchme.

"Whereareyoutakingme?"Iaskedhimasthis

wasn'tthedirectionhome.

"You'llsee."



Heparkedinacrowdedparkingandhelpedme

out.

"WhereareweNkanyiso?"Hegentlypulledme

closertohisbody,hishandsonmyhipsand

kissedmegently.

Wewalkedintoandinsideitwasaclub,thevery

sameonewhereImethim.

"Iwantyoutomeetsomeofmyfriends."

Wewalkedtowardsagroupofpeoplebothmen

andwomenandNkanyisointroducedmeashis

wife.

Wesatdownandheorderedsomedrinks.



"Soyouthequeen?"Agirlinaveryshortdenim

shortwithacroptopasked.

"Well..."IwasabouttoanswerwhenNkanyiso

tookmyhand.

"Sheismorethenaqueentome."

ThegirlrolledhereyesandItastedalcoholfor

thefirsttimeasIwasnowinthetoiletbowel

takingeverythingout.

"I'mnotfeelinggood."Isaidgettingupandye

handedmesometissue.

"Ifeelfaint,Nkanyiso."HeheldmeasInearlyhit

thefloor.



"Ishouldn'thavebroughtyouhere."Hecarried

metothecarandthat'stheonlythingI

remember.
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IwasexhaustedwithabangingheadacheasI

feltthewarmsunbathemyskin.

SomepeoplewerearoundmeandIfeltacold

metalonmychest.



"Sheisnotpregnantmother.Ihavealready

donethe.necessarytests."

ThatwasdefiantlyNkanyiso'svoicesoI

remainedstill.Listeningontheirconversation.

"Areyousuremyson.Youhavehadintercouse

withherforacoupleofdaysnow,shehasgot

tobepregnantsothebabycouldhebborn

quicklyandwecangetridoftheghostthatis

hauntingyou."

Thatgotmyattention.Whataretheytalking

about?

"Thesoonershegivesbirth,thequickerwecan

getridofher."Nkanyiso'smothersaidandIfelt

thecoldmetalleavemychest.



"Wearenotgettingridofanyone,thatisjust

cruel.Khanyisileisgoingtosacrificealotfor

mesotheonlydecentthingwecandoisaward

her.Shewillloseherbabybecauseofme

mother,soyoubetterstarttoappreciateher.I

needyoutoleaveplease."

HesaidandIheardtheshufflingoffeetanda

doorshuttingclose.Afterawhilehekissedmy

forehead.

"I'msoexcitedSneh.Wehavingourownbundle

ofjoy."Hislipswenttomytummyandkissedit

beforelyingontopofit.

"Ihavetosendyoufaraway,somewheresafe

becauseyesatfirstIthoughtIcoulddoit.

SacrificemyownchildformyownsanitybutI



can't,reallycan't.Ihavefalleninloveandthatis

somethingrare."

Istirredandhisheadshotup.Iopenmyeyes

slowlyandhestoodinfront

ofmewithhiswhitecoatandastethoscope.

"Khanyisile!"HesaidalmostbreathlessbutI

couldn'tgetridofthefrownonmyface.

"Whoareyou?"Iaskedandheseemedtaken

abackforawhile.

"Whatdoyou'llwanttodowithme?Whydid

youmarrymeNkanyiso?"Ihalfscreamed.

"Khanyi..."Ishookmyhead.



"MynameisSnenhlanhla,Iheardeverything

NkanyisoandIdemandanexplanation."

HelookedatthefloorashamedandIsatup."

JustknowthatIwillprotectyounomatter

what."

Tearsfelldownmycheeks."Youtoldyour

motherI'mnotpregnant,thensuddenlyyou

weretalkingaboutabundleofjoy,sacrificemy

childforyoursanity.Whatisgoingon?"

HetookmyhandsinhisbutIshruggedhimoff.

"Ican'ttellyoueverythingbutjustknowthat

nothingwillharmyouorourbaby."

"TellmeNkanyiso."Hepressedhislipsonmine



andpleasuretookoverbutIcametomysenses

acoupleofsecondslater.

"Thatbagovertheregotachangeofclothes

andyourtoiletries.Haveashowerasquicklyas

you,Ineedtogetyousomewheresafe."

HeseemeddifferentfromtheNkanyisoIknow.

Hemayhavebeentalkingtomebuthisfocus

wasonsomethingbehindme.Hiseyeswere

gluedonsomethingbehindmeandwhenI

turnedaroundtherewasnothingthere.

Hekissedmylipsbeforewalkingout.

IwonderwhathappenedlastnightbutallI

knowisthatIwillnothavealcoholeveragain.



Iremainedonthebedforawhileastheroom

suddenlybecameverycoldandthecurtains

wereflappingrapidlyaswindgushedin.

Ipulledtheblanketclosertocovermybodybut

Isuddenlyfeltahandonmystomach.Itwas

weirdasnoonewasintheroombuttheblanket

aroundmystomachcreased.

That'swhenIfreakedoutandgotupquickly

takingthebagandwalkingintothebathroom.I

hadthequickestshowereverthenlotionedmy

bodyworemybraandpantiesandafloraldress

withpumpsandmyhairleftinaponytail.

IwalkedbackoutandNkanyisowasalready

waitingtalkingtosomeoneonhisphone.

"Ineedthejetasinnow,Ihavetotakesomeone



somewhere."Hescreamedintothephone.

"Getitdone,noworIswearIwillkillyouwith

mybarehands."HecontinuedyellingandIhave

neverseenhimsoangry.

Iwalkedtowardshimandplacedahandonhis

shoulderandfreakedturningaroundhiseyes

cleatedoutinrelief.

"Youready."Inodded.

"Areyouokay?"IaskedandhenoddedandIfelt

theneedtohughim.Helookedsostressedand

wornout.

Iheldontohimtightlyandhekissedmyhair.



"Let'sgo."Hetookthebagandwhenwewere

abouttoexitthehospitalwardhisfather

appearedwithtwoofhisscaryguards.

"Wheredoyou'llthinkyoutwoaregoing?"

NTWENHLE

IwaspreparingdinnerwhenDamienentered

andwrappedhisarmsaroundme.Nibblingon

myneck.

"Mybeautifulwife."Ismiledeventhoughmy

insidehurt.I'mangryathim,madathim,hate

himsomuchrightnowbutI'mneverleaving

Damien.

Ihavefallenforhimtoomuchtothink



anyothermancanfillthevoidhehascreatedin

me.

Iturnedaroundandstaredathiseyesandhe

smirked."I'm fuckenblessed."Iblushedandhe

peckedmylipsbeforestaringatmeagain.I

placedmyhandsonhisshouldersandstoodon

mytippytoesbeforegluingmylipsintohis.

OurlipsmovinginsyncasIleteverythingoutin

thatkiss.IgotridoftheUSB.I'mnotgoingto

allowPaigetoruinthingsformeandIguessits

timeIgotridofherpermanently.

"Yourmomishere."Helookedshockedfora

whilebeforehekissedmynose.

"IguessIcan'tplaceyouonthistableandgive

youmindblowingorgasmsthatwillleaveyou



soreforawholeweek."

Ismiledandruffledhishair."Gohaveand

shower,dinnerwillbereadybythen."Hedidn't

butcontinuedtostareatme.Hiseyes

scrutinizingmeintensely.

"Youseemoff,areyouperhapssexually

frustrated."Ishookmyhead.

"NoteverythingisaboutsexDamien.Nowgo."

Thatdidn'tdoanythingtostophimashe

pushedmeagainstthecupboardsandhishand

trailedupmyskirt.Eachtimehewent

higher,goosebumpsfilledmyskin.Ilookedup

athimandfoundhimstaringatme.



Hefoundmypantiesandgentlyranhishandon

thelengthofmysexandamoanescapedmy

lips.Hisshutthemwithhissweetkissandwent

downtomyneckandIarchedmybackashe

slidhispantytothesideandheplayedwithmy

clit.MykneeswentjelloandIgrippedhis

shoulderstightlysoIcouldnotslipandfall.

Hestoppedteasingmeandtwofingersentered

mycuntandImoanlouderandhislipscaptured

meagain.

HemovedrhythmicallyinandoutImethim

halfway.Itfeltsodirty,himfingeringmeinthe

kitchenwithhismotheraround.

"OhDamien."Imoanedandheincreasedhis

pacebitingmyneck.



"Comeformebaby."IbithisshouldersasIfelt

myorgasmbuildingup,Iwasabouttocryout

whenacryingsoundmadebothofusto

abruptlystopasMrsAlvaradoenteredthe

kitchenwithLeon.

"Madre."Damiensaidashepushedhisbody

intominesoshecouldntseewhatwehave

beenupto.

"Iwillbeintheroom.'Shesaidwalkingaway

andDamienburstoutinlaughter.
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6MONTHSLATER

SNENHLANHLA

Iwokeuptothesoundofwavesandasmile

spreadacrossmylipsasIsatupandstaredat

themagnificentviewmyroomhad.

Thesplashingwavesthatcametotheshore

andslidbacktothecrystalclearocean.

IfonlyIknewwhereIam?Stuckinaremote

islandwithnothingforentertainmentanda

largemansionfilledwithmaidsanddoctorsfor

mypregnancy.

I'mnowsixmonthspregnantandhavenotset

eyesonmyhusbandforthepastsixmonths.I

threwmylegsoutofthebedandworemy

sleepersandrobethenwentdownstairsafter

brushingmyteethandwashingmyface.



IgreetedthoseIpassedandasIenteredthe

diningareamyheartskippedabeatforawhile.

"Nkanyiso!"Isaidalmostshockedandhe

turnedaroundwalkingtowardsme.

"Mylove."HisvoicewasstillsmoothandIwas

stillfrozenonthespot.Hefinallystoodinfront

ofmethengentlyplacedhishandsonmy

stomachandbentdownandcapturedmylipsin

his.

Imoanedsoftlyasmybackcollidedwiththe

wallandthekissbecamemoredeepbut

passionate.

Hishandsopenedmygownwhilehenever

stoppedkissing.Iwasoncloudnine,thelast

timeIhavebeentouchedbyanyonewassix



monthsagoandIhavebeensexuallyfrustrated

forsolong.

Iwasleftinmypyjamashortandvestandhis

lipstraileddownmyneckandIwrappedmy

armsaroundhisneckandpulledhimcloser.

"Imissyoubaby."Hewhisperedinmyearthen

bitearlobe.Ithrewmyheadbackandhiskisses

travelledtomybreasts.Hepulledthestringsof

thevestdownandthesoftsatinslippeddown

myshouldersandgotstuckonmybump.

Heplayedwithmyboobsuntilmynipplesstood

erectandneedywithattention.

Hecarriedmetothemasterbedroomand

gentlyplacedmeontopofthethenremoved

hisclothingandMrZulustoodfirmandstrong



inhisunderwear.WillIevergetusedtohissize.

HeremovedeverypieceofclothingIhadon

andIwasnowleftbuttnakedinfrontofhis

scrutinizingeyes.Ibegantofeelselfconscious,

Ihaveahugestomachandveinsallovermy

bellybuttonandbreastandhips,I'mnowtwice

asbigasIwas.

"Don'tcoveranything,myqueen.Iwasjust

admiringyourbeauty."Hekissedmystomach

thenpositionedhimself.Thensuddenly

somethingclicked.

"Stop!"Ishoutedandhelookedatmewithhis

nowredandreducedinsizeeyes.

"Idon'tthinkweshould,thebaby.Whatifwe

hurtit,ormoveit?"Igotoffthebed,Imighthave



beendrippingwetbutIain'triskingmychild's

life.

IgotdressedwhileNkanyisostoodinthesame

positionhewas."Areyouhungry?"Iaskandhe

stillstaredatme.

"Khanyisile,mfaziwami(mywife)youreally

going?"Irolledmyeyesandwalkedoutgoing

backdownstairs.IhadbreakfastandNkanyiso

walkeddownafterawhileindifferentclothes.

Hesatnexttomeandplacedhislefthandon

topofmytummyandtheotheronehetooka

strawberryinmyfruitsalad.

"WhatamIdoinghere?Youcan'tjust

walkbackhereandthinksexwillslice



everything.Whydidn'tyoucallorvisitmefor

thepastsixmonths.Iwaspregnantandalone

whileyoucontinuedwithyourlifeoutsidethis

island."

Hestaredatmecalmandcollectedandthat

irritatedme."Whatdidyourfathermeanwhen

hesaidhedidn'tthinkyoucoulddoit?"

Hestillstaredatme.

"Nkanyisoanswermedammit."Ishookhis

shoulder.

"Somethingsarenotsupposetobetalked

about?"Ilookedathimastearswereonthe

vergeoffalling.



"I'myourwifeNkanyiso,IthinkIdeservethe

truthsinceIthinkallofthisinvolvesme."

Hekissedmycheekandwipedmytears."I

nevereverwanttoseetearsfalldownthose

eyes.Youarestressingyourselffornothing.I

broughtyouhereforyoursafety,Iloveyoumy

beautifulwife.WhywouldIlietoyouandstress

youandmyunbornchild."

Ilookeddownsniffing."ItsjustconfusingNyiso

,Icouldn'tcommunicatewithyouforthepast

sixmonthsanditwashard."

Heplacedhisthumbonmychinandletmelook

athim."andyoumissedme?"Inoddedand

blushedwhilelookingaway.

"Ijusthadalittlechatwiththedoctorandshe



saidwecanhaveasmuchsexaswewant

sinceyourpregnancyisnothighrisk."

Igiggled."Nkanyiso."Iwhisperedandhe

smirked."Comehere."Hehelpedmeontohis

lapandkissedmypassionatelywhilehis

fingersslippedintomyspotandImoanedinto

thekissed.Hemassagedmyclitthenslippedin

andout.Icouldfeelmyclimaxanditwasclose.

"Letitgo."Hewhisperedwithhishuskyvoice.

AndIdidasamindshatteringorgasmtookover

mylegsandImoanedloudlyintohisneck.

Hepickedmeupandcarriedmeupstairs.He

enteredmeslowlyandImoaned.

"Isitpainful?"IshookmyheadasIgrippedthe

sheetstighter.HewasstretchingandIwasa



bituncomfortablebutIneededthis.

Hetookcalculatedthrusts,enteringmebefore

comingoutalmostcompletely.Histhrustwere

slowandIthinkhewasbeingcarefulbecause

ofthebabybutIwantedmore.

"Nkanyisooo!"IbreathedasIcameandhegot

meonmyfoursandtookmeslowlyfrom

behind.

NKANYISO

Lyingtoherwasthehardest.ButasIwatched

hersleeppeacefully,myhandrubbingher

swollenstomach.

HowwasIgoingtotellherthatthebabyinher



tummy-ourbabyisasacrificeforme.AtfirstI

thoughtIcoulddoitbecausesheisarandom

girlhutnowthatmyheartbelongstoher,its

morethenhard.

Athometheydon'tknowwhereshe

disappearedtoandIhavecutallcontactswith

Bab'Majolathesangomaeventhoughmy

motherwasnotpleased.

IrathergoinsanethenhurtmyKhanyisile.She

stirredinhersleepthenopenedhereyesand

smiledsheepishlyatme.

"Hey."Shegiggledbeforeshestaredatmy

chestandstartedrunningherfingersonmyabs.

Ilikehowsheissoshy,andherinnocence.I

kissedherheadandshelookedupandIpecked



herlips.

"Yougood?"Shenodded.

"TalkKhanyisile."Shelookedatmewiththose

dougheyesandstifledagiggle.

"I'mabitsore."Ikissedoncemoreandcarried

hertothebathroom.Ihavealreadyfilledthe

bathwithwaterandbathingoilssoIjusthelped

herinandwashedmywife.

NTWENHLE

Iwasshoppingwiththetwins.Theyareolder

nowandwecelebratedtheirfirstbirthday

recently.



Theyaretheonlyone'swhokeepsmecompany

nowadays.I'menrolledatDUTandI'mcurrently

doingmyfirstyearinmedicine.

IhavealwaysdreamedofsavingtheworldandI

thinkcuringonepersonatatimewillcount.

MedicineisveryhardanddemandingandIstill

havetopreparedinnereverynightandmykids

havetoseemyfaceeveryday,sobalancing

everythinginmylifeisexhausting.

IwasatPick'nPaywhenthetwinstroller

bumpedintoatrolley.Irushedtocheckifmy

babieswerebruisedbuttheywereokay.Jayden

suckingonhispacifierandLeonsuckinghis

thumb.

Igotupandamanstoodinfrontofme."I'm

verysorry,Iwasn'tlooking."Themaninfrontof



meapologised.

"Wellnexttimewatchwhereyougoing?"I

shookmyhead.

"Sorryitsmyfault,Ihavealotonmymind

and..."

"Noneedtoapologise,I'mTimothy."

HeheldouthishandandIshookit.

"Ntwenhle."Isaidandpushedmybabiespast

him.

Icontinuedwithmyshoppingpaidthenwentto

mycar.Istrappedmytwinsintheircarseats



thenpackedthegrocerywhenDamien

appearedfromnowhere.

"Youareabitchnow."Istaredathimshocked.

Hejustcameoutofnowhereafteracoupleof

weeksofnotproperlyseeinghim.Heisgone

beforeI'mevenup,andtheonlytimeIseehimis

duringdinner.Thathenevermisses.

"Getinthecar."Ididn'targueasItookthe

passengerseatandhedroveushome.

Wegotthereandinstructedthemaidtotake

thekidstotheirroom.

"Youbitchingaroundnow."Hesaidandhisface

wasalreadyred.



"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"IaskedasIwas

confused.

"ThatmanatPick'nPay."Hewasbreathingfire.

"Areyoufollowingme?DamienIdon'teven

knowthat..."

HeslappedmeacrossmyfaceandIfellonthe

ground.
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"Ouch,Damienyouhurtingme."Isaidashe

nursedmybruises.Thesamebruiseshe

inflictedintomybody.



Theentirehousewaslockeddowneventhe

maidwasstuckinside.Shecouldn'tevengo

home.

Hedidn'tonlyslapmebutbeatmeupallover

thehouse.Mybodywasexhaustedandnumb.I

don'tknowwhatheinjectedmewithbutitwas

makingmedrowsyandIcouldn'tfeelanything

anymore.Beforemyeyesshutclosehepecked

myforehead.

IwokeuponmybedthenextdayandIwasn't

inpainwhichwasunusual.Igotupandthere

wasbreakfastonthebedsidestandbutI

ignoreditandwenttoopenthedoorbutitwas

locked.

IstartedbangingonthedoorbutDamien

appearedwithatowelwrappedonhisbottom



halfandasinistersmirk.

Itrembled,Inowfearhim.ThesideIsawofhim

yesterday.IsthisthelifeI'mabouttolive.The

abusedwife.

"Ijustwanttoseemybabies."Hewalkedcloser

tomeandtheflashbackscameback.Howhe

tiedmewithhandcuffsandrapedmethewhole

night.

Hestooddirectlyinfrontofmeandmyheart

wasinmythroat.Ihatehim.Ireallydo.

"Theyarefine,Icheckedonthemearlier."He

saidthencuppedmycheek.

"Iwanttoseethem,pleaseDamien.Please."He



smirked."Ilikeitwhenyoubeg.Justlikelast

night."

Icried.

"YousickDamien.Youareasicktwisted

bastard."Iscreamedhittinghimonhischest.

"Areyoustilltakingyourmedicine."Heturned

aroundanddidn'tfaceme.

"DidyouseeDrLynnthisweek."

Hestilldidn'tanswerme.Isliddownthedoor

crying."Youneedhelp.Ican'tdealwiththis.I'm

notthetoughwomanforyou.Iwantadivorce

Damien."



That'swhenhelostitandpunchedthemirror

onthevanity.Hewipedeverythingoverthere

andhishandwasbleeding.Ijustcrouchedina

ballandcried.Icouldn'tfacehim.

"Nodivorce,never."Hekneeledinfrontofme

andgrabbedbothmyshouldersandshookme.

"Younotleavingme.Ntwenhle.Youare

mine,sayit,sayitthatyoumine."

HescreamedandIwailed.

"I'myours."Iwhispered."Goodgirl,nowgobath

andgotothekids."

Inoddedandwenttothebathroom.Ihada

quickbaththenheforcedmetoeatandthenI

sawmybabies.



Ihuggedthemandbreastfedthem.Ispentthe

entiremorningwiththem.Ididn'twanttoleave

theirsight.Ididn'twanttolosethemlikehow

I'mlosingDamien.

IwentdownstairsandMaMaviswasinthe

kitchencooking.ShecookssometimesbutIdo

mostofthecooking."MamaukhonauDamien?"

Shelookedatmeshocked,itsprobablyme

talkingZulu.

"Nomychildheleftearliertogotowork."I

noddedbutbeforeIcouldclimbthestairs,she

stoppedme.

"Hesaidyoumustn'tleavethehouse."Inodded

andwentupstairsandtookmybabiesandcar

keysandwalletthenstrappedtheminthecar.



Ifirstdeactivatedthetracker,Igrewupwitha

criminalsoIknowmostofthesethings.

IdroveoffandwhenIwasinthemiddleofthe

streethiscarcamebehindmeandIworemy

seatbeltandraceoff.Thiswasasportcarsoit

wasfast.

Hedidn'tslowdownandchasedafterme.I

learnthowtodrivesinceIwasabouttwelve

whenmyfathersoIknowhowtohandleacar.I

lookedatmykidsandtheybothwerelaughing

theirbutt.

IsawtrafficcopsinfrontofmeandIknewI

wasn'tgoingtostop.Ihitthegasandswished

pastthem.



IlookedattherearviewmirrorandDamienwas

closed.Isawamallanddecidedtoparkthere.

Hewasn'tgoingtocauseasceneinfrontof

people.

Iquicklygotmykidsoutandwalkedin.Mind

youIwasnothingbuttracksuitsand

sleepers,myhairwasamessandIwasredall

overmyfacefromtheslapsIgotyesterday.

IrushedtoMacDonaldandordericecreamand

satdownwithmykids.Damienenteredawhile

laterandtookoffhisglasses.

"YousurecandriveMrsAlvarado."Hemocked

andIwasn'tamused.

"LeavemealoneDamien."Isaidquietly.



"Let'sgohome."Igiggled.

"SoIcouldbeyourpunchingbagagain.Idon't

thinksoDamien."

IheardsomeonegaspandwhenIturnedtothat

soundsomeonehadtheircameraatus.I

panicked.

"MrsAlvaradoisyourhusbandabusingyou."I

gotupandtooktheJaydenandDamientook

Leon.

Irushedoutbutthatwomankeptonfollowing

us."Lookattheshityouhavejustcaused.Now

amI'mgonnabefuckenknownasaabuser."Hr

saidwhilewerushedoutofthemallandwhen



wegottotheparkinglotthereweremore

journalistsnearbothourcars.

"Youshitarenothingbutanabuser,whohits

vulnerablewoman.Ican'twaitforthenews

tonightsotheycouldseewhatabastardyou

are."Iwhispered.

"WatchyourmouthNtwenhle."

Hehelpedmeintothecarwhilethepaparazzi

keptonthrowingquestionsatusandDamien

waslosinghiscool.

ThekidswerestrappedandIgotin."Mrs

Alvarado,sotherumorthatthemafiaarea

bunchofmentallyunstablemenwhotakeout

theirangeronthequeenstheykeepathomeis

true."



Iturnedtoher.Shewasinabrowntrenchcoat

withlongblackhairandamikenearthewindow.

Ishrugged.

"Maybetheyareabunchofarsesthatneedsto

needstobesenttoapsychiatrichospital."

IlookedatDamienandhegavemethatlook

andIdroveoff.

SNENHLANHLA

Iwokeupverysorenextmorningbutitwasall

worthitasIrememberallthesexwehad.

Iwenttothekitchenandwasmetbyascary

manwithlongdreadlockswithredandwhite



beadsandasangomaoutfit.

Iscreamedandturnedtorunbutheappearedin

frontofme.

"Thechildwillbesacrificed."Hesaidina

strangedeepscaryvoice.Heplacedhishand

onmystomachandIwentparalyzed.

Icouldn'tmoveorspeakandIfeltaliquidgush

downmylegs.Alightshoneintothismanand

Nkanyisoentered.

"Khanyisile!"Hescreamedandthemanletme

goandIfellonthefloor.Itouchedmylegsand

myhandcamebackred.Iwasbreathing.

IwasweakandIlookedatthismanandhehad



thegoldlightstillshiningonbothhishands.

"BabMajolastop."Hedidn'tasNkanyiso

beggedwhilesittingnexttome.Thisman

approachedusandsomehowplacedthegolden

balloflightintoNkanyisoanditdissolvedinto

him.

ThatallIrememberasIlostconsciousness.
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Wegothomeandhewasfuming.Ididn'tcare

anymore.



"WhatyoudidwasverystupidNtwenhle?"He

screamedandIheldmyground.

"ThewholeofSouthAfricaisbuzzingaboutthis

issue.Wearehavingapublicappearance

tomorrowandyouaresortingthismessout."

Ilaughedoutbitterly.

"Imustsortoutthismess.Whichmess?Idid

nothing,Ididn'tbeatmyselfup.Ifthereisa

messhere,itwascreatedbyyou,andifthereis

anythingtofixitsallonyou."

Iturnedtowalkawaybuthegrabbedmy

ponytailandpulledmeontohischest.Igritted

myteeth.Iwasn'tgoingtocryandshowhimhe

wasinflictingpainonme.Iwasn'tgoingtogive

himthatsatisfaction.

"Nowlistento.mecarefullyNtwenhle,Ihave



toleratedyounonsenseforfartolong.Weare

goingtoappearatthatpressconferenceand

wearegoingtobethehappiestcoupleever.

Understand!"

Irippedmyselfoutofhisgrip.

"ItookactingasahobbyinprimarysoI'ma

veryaplasteringasmileonmyfaceandactlike

nothingiswrong."

Ilefthimthereandwentupstairs,myphonewas

ringingnonstop,itwasthejournalistsorfamily.

Ididn'thavetimeforthem.

Isatonmybedandtookmylaptop.Iwantedto

seewhatwasgoingonwiththescandalIhave

justcreated.



Iloggedintosomenewssitesandmymarriage

wastrending.TheyhadpicturesofDamienand

Ionourweddingday,Iguesstheygotitfrom

Instagram.Theyhadsomuchinformation

abouthowthemarriagewasarrangedandhow

Imarriedatayoungage.Thensomehow

Damien'scheating.Itsliketheygotallofthis

fromsomeonewhoknowsuswell.Thenthey

hadapictureofmeattherestaurantandthere

wasaspecialbroadcastwheretheyanalyzed

thesignsofabuseonme.Iwatchedforawhile

thendecidedtotakeanap.

ThenwokeupandDamienwasinthestudy.I

tookmykidsgavethemabathsinceitwasvery

hotandfedthemthenwewenttoplay.They

havestartedusingthingstowalkaroundandit

wassoexciting.Jaydenbeingthelazyonejust

sitcarryingthenavyelephantlaughingathis



brotherashecrawlsaround.

IlovemykidstheyarethebestthingIhaveever

beenblessedwithsinceImetDamien.The

bringoutthejoyandhappinessinandno

matterhowangryormadbutseeingthemjust

givesmehopeforabetterfuture.

IgotupandtookmyphoneanddialedDrLynn's

number.ImaydoanythingbutdeepIstillthink

thereishopeforDamienandIthatsomehow

heismydestinyandonedaywewillhaveour

happilyeverafter.

"DrLynn'soffice,AmbertalkinghowmayIbeat

youservice."Igotupandwentnexttothe

windowstaringatmybabiesgigglinglikethere

isnocareintheworld.Iftheyknewhowmuch

I'msuffering.



"Eh...YouspeakingtoMrsAlvarado,I'mcertain

myhusbandDamienAlvaradousuallyvisitsDr

Lynn."Isaidafterawhileofthinkingofwhatdo

IwantforDamienisheevenworthmytimeand

effortbutmyloveforhimistoomuch.

"Iknowexactlywhoyouare?Iwilljustsendyou

throughtoDrLynnshehasbeenwaitingfor

yourcall."

Inoddedandafterawhileaoldhoarsevoice

boomedintomyear.

"NtwenhleAlvarado,I'vebeenwaitingforyour

call.Howareyoudoingdarling,I'vebeen

watchingthenews?"ShetalkedtomelikeI'm

heroldfriend.



"I'mfinethankyou.Iwouldliketotalktoyou

aboutmyhusbandDamien."Iheardsome

shuffling.

"I'mavailabletomorrowatnoon.Isendthrough

myofficeaddress."

Ithankedherthenswitchedthecalloff.Iturned

aroundandDamienwasseatedontheplaymat

withthetwinsalloverhim.Howtheylovetheir

father?Ifonlyhewasgoodatheartandnot

crazyinhishead.

"Youcalledmytherapist?"Heaskedgettingup

whileholdJaydeninhisarmandLeonwas

walkingwithhistinyhandsfistedonDamien's

pants.

"YoushouldbegladIdidn'tcallapsychiatric



hospitaltocomegetyouandlockyouup."He

smirkedandranafingeronmyandIfrownedat

him.

"Ihatethatlittlefrownonthatcutelittle

foreheadofyour's"

Forevercontrolling.

"Paigegavemesomethingtheotherday."He

carefreefacechangedsour.

"Thatwomandoesn'tgiveup."Ilookedat

woman.

"Yougaveherdicknowdealwithher.Idon't

wanttotalkaboutthisinfrontofthekids."I

pickedupLeonandhefollowedmeasItook



themdownstairs.

ItwasFridayandIwantedtostartpreparing

dinner.HeusuallygoesoutonFridaywithhis

friends,whoInevermetanddon'treallyfancy

meetingthem.

I'veneverhadasociallifesinceImarried

him,itslikemylifeisstuckaroundthisman.

EventhoughI'mnowstudyingbutheis

constantlycallingcheckingifI'mokay?What

I'mdoing?Allofthosethings.Itbecomes

suffocatingattimes.

I'veneverbeenateenandIwillbeturning

twentysoonandifIlookatthelifeI'mliving.

Fiftyyearoldshavemorefunthenme.Theonly

friendIhaveisSnehbutnowsheisgonesoI'm

basicallylonelywhileheparty'stillthemorning



whileI'mstuckwiththekids.

"Whatwillyoulikefordinner?"Iaskedashesat

ontopoftheisland.watchingme."Anything."He

lickedhislips,eyesonmybehind.

"I'mnotonthemenuforalongtime.Iwas

thinkingsomethingquicksinceI'mgoingout

tonight."Hewasonmysidewithinasecond.

"Goingout."Ismiledwhilenoddingathimand

continuedtakingtheingredientsout.

"Iwanttogopartyingtonight,getdrunkandjust

experienceassomeoneyoung.Igrewuptoo

fast,marriage,childrenandaannoyinghusband

Iendedupforgettingaboutmyself.Ilostmyself

whiletryingtobetheperfectmotherandwife.I

lostmyselfwhiletryingtomakingeveryone



happyandforgetaboutmyhappiness.ItstimeI

tookmylifeinmynownhands.Sowhichclubs

willyourecommend?"

HewasfumingandIdidn'tcare."Youarenot

leavingthishouse."Hebarked.

"Controlfreak,IwillleavewheneverIwant.My

life,myrules.Youarenotmyfather."

Ilefthimthereandwentupstairs.

SNENHLANHLA

IwoketoarmsaroundmeandgroanedasIsat

up.Thesunwasonmyfaceanditwasblazing

hotoutside.



LookingaroundIknewIwasinahospitalwith

Nkanyisonexttome.

"Nkanyiso,whyareweinahospital?"Iaskedas

Ishookhimtowakeup.

Hegotupandrubbedhiseyeslikeababy.My

headfelt.soheavylikeIwasranoverbyacar.

Helookedatmeabitsurprised."Youdon't

remember?"

Igotoffthebed."Rememberandgetoffthebed.

NkanyisoIdon'tknowwhyyoumarriedmeand

Idon'tknowhowmuchyougavemyparentsfor

themtojusthandmeovertoyoulike.Just

knowthattheywillneverbeanythingbetween

us.Idomythingandyoudoyou.Idon'tneed

boysinmylife."



Hestilllookedshocked."Youdon'tremember

whathappenedyesterday?"

Thismanwasgettingonmynerves.

"Youforcedmetomarryyou.Thatwhat

happened?Ineedyoutogivemesomeprivacy

Ineedtochange."

Henoddedthenwalkedout.Iwentandhada

baththenworeachangeofclothes.

AnurseenteredwithatrayoffoodandIate

anddranksomepills.Ifeltdrowsyafterthat

andwenttosleep.

IwokeupwhenIfelteyesonmeandwhenI



openedthem,ImetMrsZulustaringatme.She

smiledasIsat.

"Goodday."Shesaidandpickedupabasket

thathadabigteddybearwithfruits.

"IthoughtIshouldbringyousomefruits.You

looklovelybytheway."

Ismiledthanks,thiswasthefirsttimeI'm

actuallytalkingtoherandshelookslikeanice

person.

"Weshouldgetyoubackonyoufeet."

Shefixedmysheet.



"Whathappened?HowdidIendupinthe

hospital?TheonlythingIrememberisthe

wedding."

Herfacechanged.Thenshesmiledagain.

"Youslippedonawetfloorandbumpedyou

head.I'msureyouwillbegoodasnew."I

nodded.

Myheadwasspinningandpainattackedme

nowandthen.SheleftlaterandIwenttosleep.
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DAMIEN(asitwasrequestedbymany)

Iwasseatedonthecouchinfrontofthetvwith

theflamesfromthefireplaceilluminatingthe

entireroom.Jaydenwasonmylapsleeping

peacefullywhileLeonlaidonmychest.

Iwaswaitingformywife.Ithasonlybeenan

hoursincesheleftandmyguysarestill

followingher,soIknowsheissafe.

IcouldhearherheelsattheentrancehallandI

smiled.Shewalkedinwithafrownonhercute

faceandremovedherheels.

"Howdoyou'llsurvivethatshit?Imeanyeahthe

clubwashighclassbutthesmellofalcohol,

sweatsiesandthenthehalfnakedgirlswalking

aroundlikethereisnocareintheworldand



therewasthisguywhocouldn'ttakenoforan

answer.TrustmeItriedbutI'mnevergoing

backtothathellwholeagain."

ShegroanedandIsmiled.Iknewshewillnever

survivethenightlife.Shegrewupasheltered

childwitheverythingsheneededaroundher.

Strictfamilyandalwaysprotected,Ijustknew

thatthatlifewasnotforher.

"andwhyhaven'tyouputthekidsin

he'd,Damien?"Shewalkedoverandtook

JaydenandIstoodupwithLeon.Sheledthe

waytothenursery.

PlacingLeononhiscoat,shecoveredhimwith

ablanketandkissedhischeek.Thentook

Jaydenfrommyarmsanddidthesamewith

him.



Iwentovertoherandplacedmyarmsaround

herbodyandshewentstiff.

"Don'ttouchme,Damien."Shewhisperedasher

bodybegantoshakeandIlethergo.

Sheturnedtolookatmeandfearlingeredon

hereyes.

Isteppedback,shewasscared,scaredofme.

ThattoremyheartapartandIjustlefttheroom.

Iwenttoourroomandsunkonthefloor,tears

runningdownmycheeks.Whydoessomeone's

pastalwaystrytocatchupwithyouwhen

everythingseemstobeperfect.



Itriedhidingmyfearactingasthetoughguy,I'm

successfulwiththeperfectfamilybutonthe

insideI'mnothingbutempty,emptyandholding

ontotheonlythingthatseemstomatterinmy

life.

Icouldfeelthewallsclosinginandeverything

threateningtocrumble.Thebedroomdoor

openedandshewalkedandhereyesgrewwild

asshesawmeonthefloorcrying.

"Damien."Shewhisperedandshefellonher

kneesinfrontofme.

"Whatisgoingon?Whyareyoucrying?"She

wipedmytearswithhersmallsofthandsandI

tookthemandkissed.

"Ihaven'tbeentotallyhonestwithyou."She



noddedandsatonmylap,placingherheadon

mychestandIinhaledhersweetscent.

"ItwascoldverycoldthatdayandIhadhockey

practice.Myfatherwasaperfectionist,stilland

theonlyreasonhesawyouasagoodwifewas

becauseyouwereSouthAfricanandpartners

willsomehowtrustignoringthefactthatI'm

Italian.Ineverreallylikedhockey,Ijustdiditso

hecouldgetoffmybackbutthatdayitwas

different.Afterpracticehecalledmeovertohis

office."Ibreathed.

"Who?"Sheaskedsoftly.

"Thecoach,hewasagrumpyman.Always

angryatanythingandyoucouldneverbesure

onwhat'sgoingtotickhimoff.Sohecalledme

overtohisofficeafterpractice,Ithoughthewas



goingtotalkabouttheupcominggameor

somethingbut...buthe..."Shelookedupatme

thenplacedherfingeronmylips.

"Youdon'thavetotellmeifyou're

uncomfortable."Ishookmyheadclosingmy

eyes.

"Ihavetotellyouthis,Ihaven'ttoldanyone

beforeandDrLynnusuallytoldmetotalkto

someoneithelpssomehow."

Shesmiledandkissedmylips."Istillsomehow

loveyoumadarse."Shesaidwhilegiggling.

"Itwassopainful,Itriedstoppinghimbuthe

wasbiggermuchstrongerandIwasonlyten.

Herapedme..."Sheplacedherheadonmy

neckandhushedme.



"Maybetherapyisnothelpingwehaveto

somehowgetyouhealedfromallthethings

thathappenedinthepast."

Weremainedlikethatforawhilebeforeshegot

upandledmetothebed.

SNENHLANHLA

IlookedatNkanyisoaswesataroundthetable.

TherewasawkwardsilenceandNkanyisohas

beenavoidingmesincewelandedinSouth

Africa.Thenthereishisscaryolderbrother

SthembisoandNhlahana,Nkanyiso'sgay

brotherandtheyoungestonewentbackto

school.



Theywerealljustactingweirdtome.They

avoidedeyecontactandIfeltsouncomfortable

andinthedark.

ItsliketheyknewsomethingIdidn't.After

dinnerNkanyisotookmetoourhome.Hebuilt

meahouse.Itwassobigandbeautiful.Iloved

ittheminuteIsetmyfootinside.

Icameoutoftheshowerwithatowelwrapped

aroundmybody.Hewasdressedandreadyto

leavewithouttellingme.

"Youleaving."Iaskedhim.Henodded.

"Iwillseeyouinthemorning."Heforcedasmile

thenleft.
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NTWENHLE

Ilookedatmyhusbandaswesatnearthe

ocean.JaydenandLeonwerebuilding

sandcastlesclosebywhilewejustlaidonthe

sand

HishandwasonmyswollenstomachasIwas

inaredwithwhitepolkadotsbikiniandIwas

sixmonthspregnant.

Iguesshedidn'tneedtherapybutme.I

counselledasbestasIcould,wesateachnight

afterputtingthekidsandtalkedabouthispast



life,hisdayandfeelings.

IgottoknowmyhusbandbetterandI'mmore

thenhappywithmyselfanddecisionsIhave

taken.

Thearrangedmarriagewasn'tonlyfatebut

destinytoo.ImayhaveresentedElainebutshe

didgetmealifepartnerandtheloveofmylife.

IfeltcoldhandsonmystomachandIgiggled

findingmytwoboysfondlingwithmystomach

withtheirwetsandyhands.

"Baby,mommy."IlaughedandtookLeonwhile

DamientookJayden.Jaydenwasgoingthe

nerdytypewhilehisbrotheralwaysbullyhim

andI'malwaysinbetweenplayingreferee.



"IloveyouMrsAlvarado."Ismiledandkissed

hischeek.

"Iloveyoutoo."Thedoorbellrangandweallgot

uptogoinside.

Damienboughtusabeachhousewherewe

spendourweekendsat.

"That'sprobablythepizza."HeplacedJayden

downandweallwalkedin.Theyboysstarted

playingandIwenttothekitchentogetplates

readybutDamiencamebackwithablonde

womanwhowasinlabour.

Ilookedatbothofthem.andhiseyeshadregret

andfear.



"Areyoujustgoingtostandthereandnotget

mehelp.Yourbabywilldie?"Thiswoman

shoutedandIlookedatDamien.

"I'msorryNtwenhle,itwasalongtimeago."I

lefthimthereandwenttoourbedroom.

SNENHLANHLA

ThedoorbellrangandIquicklyplacedarobeon

topofthebathtowelIwaswearingandwent

andattendedthedoor.

"Nkanyiso!"Isaidalmostshocked.

Hewascarryingabunchofroses.Ifrowned.



"Doyouthinkflowerswilleraseallthatyouand

yourfamilyhasputmethrough."

Hewalkedin.

SomehowwithGod'sgrace,Irememberedthe

doorofthechurchandIcontinuedtoworship

himbutdiscoveredthememoryIhavelost.

Iremembereverythingandwhathurtsthemost

isthatNkanyisowasjustgonnakeepquietand

watchmeliveinthepastlikenothinghas

happened.

"Iwantustotalk."Hesaidsittingonthecouch

andIfoldedmyarmsstandinginfrontofhim.

"SoIwillnevergettomeetmybabyNkanyiso



becauseofyourselfishness.I'veneverhated

anyoneinmyentirelifebutIdonow."

Isaidsittingnexttohimandcoveringmyface

withmyhands.

"Andyourmotherhadtocontinuefeedingmy

familymoneysotheycouldturntheirbackon."

TheminuteIranhomewhereIthoughtIwas

safeandsoundbutmyparentschasedmeback

tomymarriageandtoldmetofixmymarriage

problems.

Tothemitsallaboutthemoneyandnotmy

happiness.

"KhanyisileI'msorry."Ishookmyhead.



"MynameisSnenhlanhla.Khanyisilewasjusta

namegiventomebyyou'llsoIcouldbeblinded

bythinkingyou'll

reallyhaveacceptedmeintothisfamily."

HeshutmeupwithakissandthemoreItried

pushinghimoffbuthekissedmedeeplyand

morepassionately.

Imoanedsoftlyasheplacedmeonthecouch

andspreadmythighsandcontinuedattacking

mewithhiskisses.

Myclotheswereoffinaminuteandhewas

grindingontopofme.

Iwokeupnextmorningexhaustedwitharms

tightlyaroundme.



"Nkanyisowhattheheckareyoudoinghere?"

YeshepaystherentforthisflatbecauseIcan't

afforditandIcouldn'tlivewithhim.

"Wesurehadagoodtimelastnight."Ipushed

himoffthebed.

"Didweuseprotection,Ican'taffordtoget

pregnant,especiallynotnow."

Hesmirked,hedidthisonpurpose.

TheEndofSeasonone.


