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Me:"babeuzotyantoni"?

Him:"erh...let'swaitfortheirmenu"

Libhongowalkedtowardsuswithtwomenus

Her:"goodafternoon,I'mLibhongoandI'llbeyour

waitressfortoday"

Me:"nicetoseeyouagain"

Shefakedasmile...Ntandolookedatmequizzically

:vIlookedatmymenu.

Him:"ukhonauVeeLibo"?

Her:"ewebhut'"

Him:"celaundbizeleyena"



Her:"okay"

Shewalkedbacktowherevershecamefrom.

Him:"whatwasthatabout"?

Me:"whatwaswhatabout"?

Him:"youandLibhongo"?

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout"

Vincentappeared...oh,nguloVeelona?Hecameto

ourtable

Him:"molweni"

Us:"hey"

Him:"youlookgood...unjan"?

Beast:"niyazana"?

Me:"I'mgoodntwanayoudon'tlookbadyourself"



Him:"I'mtryinghey...unqabileqha.Icanseethereare

somehighplacesyou'rebusywith"

Me:"wouldn'tyouliketoknow"

Webothsmiledthenhefocusedhisattentionback

toNtando

Him:"uthiuLibouyandbizaBhuti"

Beast:"yeah...canyouorganizeusanotherwaitress.

YamazuLibounjani"

Him:"uhm...Trinaspecificallyrequestedforher"

Bandijongabobabini

Beast:"why"?

Me:"Ilikeher"

Beast:"heh!Okayyoucango,butplz,ndcelainyama

yethuyojiwenguweornguChloe"

Him:"yessir...Tee"

Me:"aytman"



Heleft...

Him:"baby"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"nazanaphinoVince"?

Me:"here"

Wandijonga...Libhongocametotakeourorder

Her:"erhm...canItakeyourorderssir"?

Him:"whatstoday'sspecial"?

Her:"wehavetwo...Apapandworswithabeverage

ofyourchoiceORthecombofortwo"

Him:"what'sinit"?

Her:"fourpiecesofpork,twoboerewors,Greeksalad

andsoda"



Helookedatme..Iwasjustsizingupthischick:v

Him:"whichonewetaking"?

Me:"thecombo"

Him:"thecomboitis...bringusthesodasolong"

Her:"yessir"

Sheleftwiththemenus...Evecalledme

Me:"mamaBooboo"

Her:"hey,whereareyou"?

Me:"I'mout"

Her:"outwhere?Likethishouseissocreepy"

Me:"outonlunchduh"

Her:"whenyoucomingbackthen"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...Ijustarrivedhere"



Her:"yho"

Me:"haha!GotoLwando...I'llcallyouwhenI'mback"

Her:"hayIthinkImightdojustthat...orwaitwho'son

lunchwitchu"?

Me:"youdon'twannaknow"

Shelaughed,Ismiled,baewaswatchingme...lolI

blushed

Her:"greettaBeastforme"

Me:"whosaidI'mwithhim"?

Her:"webothknowyouare"

Me:"mxmbyebye"

Shelaughedandhungup..ourdrinkwasalreadyhere.

Me:"yabulisauEve"

Him:"she'sback"?



Me:"yeah...notsolongago"

Ipouredaglassformyself,typingandrespondingto

emailsonmyphone

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"awkandiphenduli"

Me:"about"

Him:"you,Vinceandthefactthatyouspecifically

requestedforLibo?Why"?

Me:"meandVincearefriends...andmazkeuLibo"

Him:"thenwhyrequesther"

Me:"cozshe'sfullofherself"

Him:"how"

Me:"haykhandyekeke"



Shebroughtbackourfood,hethankedher.

KwangenamessageonmyphonefromVince:How

doyouknowmybrother?

IlookedatthemessageandlookedatNtando:/

whichbrotherishetalkingabout?

Him:"babekhawbekeIphone"

Me:'ohsorry"

Iputmyphoneinsidetheclutchsatyakeandmade

smallconvo...Iwasreallyenjoyingthiscompany.

Whenweweredonewewaitedjusttoseeaglimpse

ofanywaitersizobhatalasihambebutnoone

appeared

Him:"lemmegoandpay"

Me:"sho"

Hehotupwahamba...Libhongoappearedfrom



behindmeandstoodrightinfrontofme,Isippedon

mydrinkpretendingnottoseeher

Sheclearedherthroat,Ilookedup

Her:"what'syourproblemwithme"?

Me:"Ihaveone"?

Her:"firstyoueatHereandleavewithoutpaying,now

youhavethenervetoshowyourfaceagain!What

kindabitchareyou"?

Ilookedatherndamhleka...forreal,herattitude

amusedmesomuch.

Her:"what'sfunny"?

Me:"you.Youarefunny"

Her:"bitchlookhere,I'mherehustlingformyself,I

won'tletyouruinthatformeandontopofthatyou

won'tinterfereinmyrelationshipwithmy

boyfriend,nomatterhowsmartyouthinkyouare,to



meyou'llalwaysbeastinkinguglybitch"

Me:"canyousmellthat?Itsasewerage...coming

straightfromyourmouth"

Her:"nowyoureallyfuckedup!Whothefuckdoyou

thinkyouare"

Me:"honey,I'mthatonebitchyourmommawarned

youabout.Don'tyoudareraiseyourvoiceat

me,don'tyoudarecallmeabitchbecausewhenI

becomebitchyonya,yourLilasswon'ttakeit..onthe

Vincenote,ifIwantedhim,I'dhavehadhimalong

timeago.He'sjustnotmycuppatea"

Sheraisedherhandatme,Islappedherfirst...Vince

wasnotquickerkemntakabawocozufike

sendiyfakileimpamawambambaethukiselausisiza

causingascene.Itookmyclutch,phoneandbae's

carkeysndaphumaandimaziyenauhleliphi.I

openedthecarandsatinsidelisteningtoMetroFM

thenIheardpeoplescreamingo.OIpeekedandsaw

herrunningtowardsthecar,Igotoutandwaitedfor

her...wafikawayifakaimpamakum,notthatIwasn't



aware,noIwantedhertofeelgoodaboutherself.

WhenshetriedhersecondattemptVincewas

alreadybetweenus

Him:"Libhongowhatthehelliswrongwithyou?Is

thishowyoutreatcustomers?Dammitfuckman,in

frontofyourboss?Haveyoulostyourfuckenmind"

Her:"shestartedit"

Him:"Idon'tgiveafuck,she'sacustomer.You'rean

employee,seethedifference"?

Ntandoappearedlookingconfused:vwherethehell

washeallthistime?Hewalkedthroughthethick

crowdandwalkedtome,helookedatmyface,then

atVinceandLibostillnotsurewhathappened

Vince:"I'msorryaboutallofthisbra,Tee"

Me:"canwego"?

Him:"notbeforeIknowwhat'sgoingon"



Me:"ohhaike"

Igotinthecarandclosedthedoor,vinceandLibo

toldhimeverything.Hegotinsideandaskedforhis

keys,Igavehim...hedrovetohisapartmentsohlikaI

walkedrightbehindhim,heopenedthedoorsangena

Iremovedmyshoesandjustputmyfeetuponthe

coffeetable

Hesatdown...

Him:"okay,clearlythere'ssomethingsomeoneisnot

tellingmehere.Youfought?Why"

Me:"Ifought?Withwho"?

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"Ididn'tfightmos,whosaidIfought"

Him:"thenwhatwashappeningbetweenyouand

Libhongo"?

Me:"ohthat...Itriedputtingherinherplacebut

kuyacacashe'stoobigforit"



Him:"babycummonbehonestwithme"

Me:"babycanwenottalkaboutLibhongo?I'veheard

enoughofthatnameforoneday"

IswitchedontheTVandwatched'Ididn'tknowI

waspregnant'lolheleftmethereandwenttohis

room.Iwenttothekitchenandmademyselfa

priddydisastrousdessert:vstrawberriesonwhipped

cream,meltedchocolateandchocbits.Iwentbackto

theloungendapholangemind.Vincentcalledme

Me:"vincent"

Him:"I'mreallysorry"

Me:"noI'msorry,shouldn'thaverequestedherinthe

firstplace"

Him:"mxm...Idon'tknowman,nowbhut'Ntandois

onmycase"

Me:"bhut'Ntando'?

Him:"yeah...theguyIaskeduyazelaphi"



Me:"whyisheonyourcasekengok"?

Him:"he'stheowneroftheShisaNyamamos"

Me:"butyousaidyourbrotherownstheshi-

wait,you'reNtando'sbrother"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"andyousayheownstheShisaNyama"?

Him:"yes...yousoundshocked"

Me:"duh!Noman,whydidn'thetellmeyou'rehis

brother"?

Him:"Idon'tknow...doeshetellyoueverything"?

Ikeptquiet...I'mnotsureanymore.

Inamorethanawhisper...

Him:"Trina"?

Me:"mh"?

Him:"areyoudatinghim"



Me:"yes"

Him:"yho...yousureyoucankeepup"

Me:"no...butI'mwillingtotry"

Him:"goodluck"

Me:"thanks"

Ihungup...NtandoandVincent,brothers?:/
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Iwasstilleatingmydessertwhenhecamebackand

satdown

Me:"Iwannagohome"

Him:"thengohome"

Me:"youbroughtmehere"

Him:"so"?



Ilookedathimndamhleka:vucimbaI'mscaredof

hisseriousface?Mxm.

Him:"ukwenzentoniuLibo"?

Me:"whydidn'tIknowVinceisyourbrother"?

Him:"huh"?

Me:"orthatyou'rehisboss"?

Him:"youneverasked"

Me:"haha!Wow!Okay"

Iworeizihlanguzamandwenttorinsethebowlin

thekitchen..

Icameback,tookmybagandphonendamjonga

Me:"plstakemehome"

Him:"I'mnottakingyouanywhereungakhange

undixelelewhat'sgoingonbetweenyouandthat



Libhongo"

Me:"you'renottakingmeanywhere"?

Him:"akhomoyaapha"

Itookhiscarkeysandwalkedout...hewatchedme-

_-didhehonestlythinkIwillturnback?Iwalkedout

tohiscar,gotinhisseatanddrovemyselfhome

damnthisfeltgood:Dthisbigcar?Icouldgetused

todrivingmyselfaroundinthisish.Iparkedinthe

parkinglotandwalkedinsideLuke'shousebumped

onEvewalkingout,shescreamedobviouslywe

hugged

Her:"youlookinggoooood"

Me:"youtoo...you'reglowing,Ihopeyou'renot

pregnantagain"

Lolwehuggedagainandwalkedtothelounge

sahlalajusttocatchup...lolwesurelycaughtupona

lotofthingsexceptformyvirginityissue,Iwasn't



readyjustyettodishoutthosetypapersonaldetails.

Her:"sooo,hegaveyouhiscar"?

Me:"ohthat?No,andIthinkImightbeinabigtrouble

forthat"

Her:"huh?Idon'tunderstand"

Me:"wellItookitwithouthispermission"

Her:"whyonearthwouldyoudothat?Youwanna

angerthedude"?

Me:"Ithinkitstoolateforthat"

Her:"whoah!Dude,yougottatakeitback"

Me:"Iwon't"

Wandijongaumntasekhayaekhupheamehlo

okonomasele...Ijustpoutedandlookedaway.

Myphonerangndisalibelekubaneshori...Shelooked

atme,thenatthephonelolIstartedbitingmynails:/

thenIbreathedoutandpickedupthedamnedphone



Me:"hello"

Him:"sthandwasam"

Me:"baby"

Him:"imotoyamndizoyifumananjanikengok"?

Me:"yhoandiyazbabe"

Him:"baby"

Me:"baby"

Him:"pleasebringmycar"

Me:"Ican't...can'tIbringittomorrowmorning"?

Him:"youcan't"?

Me:"Ihavereasontobelieveyou'reangrykalok

lovie,sondcelauyizisaksasawhenyou'recalm"

Him:"youhavereason?Hehbabe"?

Me:"malove"?

Him:"lelawyakhouzamauyipractizelaaphakum

neh"?



Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"you'renot,webothknowyou'renot"

Me:"nowthat'strue"

Lolwavelawahleka:v:v

Him:"youhavenoshameyouknowthat"

Me:"butyoudaredmenawe"

Him:"oh,sonowyoushiftingblame?Howsmart"

Me:"okaywait...whatdidyousaywhenItoldIwanna

gohome"?

Him:"Itoldyoutogohome"

Me:"thenhowdidyouexpectmetogohome?By

foot"?

Evewandijongaandshookherheadassheswitched

ontheTVbutonlowvolume



Him:"Iexpectedyoutospeaktome,answerlento

bendiyibuza...notwhatyoudid"

Me:"haike,I'msorryIdidn'tgoalongwithyour

expectations"

Him:"hm,solemotouthiibuyanini"?

Me:"ngomso"

Him:"okay...sharp"

Me:"babywait"

Him:"oh-kay"

Lol...testingthewaters?Hellyeah>_<

Me:"Ijustneedtoknow...willIgetagoodnightcall"?

>_<

LolI'msurehedidnotexpectthatone...ittookhima

fewsecondstoanswerit.

Him:"Idon'tknow...rightnow,Idon'tseethatone



happening"

Me:"yhohaike"

Him:"howdoyouexpectsuchacallafterwhatyou

justdid...youpracticallylockedmeinsidethis

apartmentcozyouknowIdon'thaveothermeansof

transportbesideslomoto"

Me:"youhadsomewhereelsetobe"?

Him:"wow"

Me:"byebyekexaungazondifounelanalate...IthinkI

shouldalsosaygoodnightkwangokumos"

Him:"night"

Hehungup...ulookedatmyphoneandputitonthe

coffeetable.

Me:"wherewerewe"?

Her:"hewantshiscarright"?

Me:"he'llgetit...tomorrow"



Her:"yho,you'rebrave"

Me:"itfeltgooddrivingthatcar...Youhavenoidea"

Wecontinuedwithourownconversationthenshe

suggestedwecooksupper,wedidjustthat.Her

boyfriendcalledsowandishiyawayosabelaelounge

cozIwasinthekitchenndaphekakendagqibathen

wedishedupourdinnerandateinthelounge.I

missedboobooman,thishousewasquieternow

thathe'snolongerherewithusormaybeImissed

Sino:(neh?
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Afterourdinnerwesatupsomefewmorehours

watchingmovies,igottiredandlefthertherewentto

myroomandjustlaytherethinkingofthedays

eventsthenIdecidedtocallVincentagain

Him:"Tee"?

Me:"hey...Ineedtoaskyousomething"



Him:"fireaway"

Me:"whenItoldyouI'mdatingNtandoyousaidgood

luck,why"?

Him:"I'drathernotgetinvolved"

Me:"please"

Him:"lookTrina,he'smybrother,he'smybossand

you'remyfriend.IfIweretochoosesidesobviouslyi

wouldchoosehis"

Me:"Idon'tdoubtthat...butallI'maskingiswhyyou

wishedmeluck"

Hewentsilentforawhile...IpanickedaLilcozsilent

surelymeansconcern

Me:"cummonVince"

Him:"mybrotherisaverygoodbusinessmanIdon't

doubtthat,he'safatheroftwobutI'veneverreally

seenhimbondingwithhiskidsallIknowishe

supportsthemfinancially,ontheotherhandhe'sa



hardcoregangstathatyoudon'twannacross"

Me:"oh"

Him:"ifanyonehereseesyouwithhim,they'llgive

youtheutmostrespectcozeveryoneknowsnotto

crosshim"

Me:"sohe'sthatscary"

Him:"I'mnotscaredofhim...Idon'tknowaboutyou"

Ndakhendathula

Him:"Igetitnow...youdon'tjustlovehim,you'rein

lovewithhimaren'tyou"?

Me:"that'swhatscaresmenow"

Him:"he'sagoodguytrustme...butdon'trubhimup

thewrongway,hegetslivid"

Me:"uhm...maybeaLiltoolateforthat"

Him:"whatchumean_"?

Me:"yesterday...hewouldn'ttakemehome,soIdrove



myselfhome"

Him:"usinghiscar"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"nah,hewon'tdoanything...isheatthe

apartment"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"I'llpassbywhenIclosehere..."

Me:"ohkay...bye"

Him:"sharp"

Ihungup...wellIguessI'mreallynotgettinga

goodnightcallsomandvelendilaleqha.Iswitched

offmylights,putmyphoneunderthepillowand

slept.Iwasn'tgonnacallNtandoshame,hesaidhe

wouldn'tcallmesinceIkindastolehiscar?LolnoI

didn'tstealhiscarItookit,rightunderhiswatch.I

reallymissedSinoyaẑ_̂Iwantedtocallbaeand

askforhismom'snumberqhaIstoppedthat

thoughtcozIknewit'llbeinappropriatesince

ndingaziwakokwabo.



-

FollowingmorningIwaswokenupbyhiscall..Iwas

hesitantyouknowbutkeIdidn'thaveachoicesince

Iwasstillinpositionofhiscar

Me:"mmh"?

Him:"goodmorning"

Me:"hm"

Him:"yousleptwell"?

Me:"yeah,you"?

Him:"mh,wasjustcheckingonyou"

Me:"kay"

Ihungup-_-

Hecalledagaino.OthistimeIwastotallywidewake



Me:"Ntando"

Him:"udikweyinton"?

Me:"didyoucheckthetimebeforecallingme"?

Him:"doIneedto"?

Really?

Me:"whatcanIdoforyou"?

Him:"Idon'tknow..maybebringmycar?SinceI'm

calmnow,thankstoyourfriendVince"

Me:"I'llbringyourcar"

Him:"when"?

Me:"IthinkIdidmention'morning'lastnight"

Him:"whichmeansyou'reonyourway"

Me:"morningonlyendsat11:59soIstillhave

enoughtime"



Him:"ohcummon,enoughtimeforwhatnow"?

Me:"enoughtimetobath,havebreakfast...doyou

reallyexpectmetodriveacrosstowninPJs?Witha

stinkingmouth"?

Him:"Imissthatsightofyouthough"

Me:"pityyouain'tseeingitanytimesoon,bye

bye...seeyouintwohoursorso"

Him:"what?You'rekiddingright"?

Me:"maybe"

Ihungup,wenttothebathroomandbathed,came

backandmademybedgqibandehlandayotya...I

wasbuildingupsomecourage:vIwasafraidof

him,noofhisrage.
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Idecidedtonotdressup...ifndizobethwaorgethurt

lemmegethurtndingekhogorgeousmntakamahso

Ijustworemydenimdungareepants,whitevestand



whitesneakersthenIworeanNYcapemhlophe8|

cavadaiswaggntwana.OhandIwantedtogotothe

doctoranddothepreggiestest,lolIsuspected

myselfbutkeIdidn'twannakillmyselfwithparanoia

andIwasn'tgonnatellhimuzoveleandihlekeor

evenworseafuneuhambanam:/

AsIwalkedoutEvewalkedinfromjogging

Me:"morningandbye"

Her:"youdolookbeautifulyetghettoyouknow"?

Me:"thatwastheplan,ciao"

Iwalkedout,withmyphoneandcarkeysqha...drove

myselftothisapartmentuvalolubethelaphezulu

phofingathintliziyoizophumangomlomobutItold

myselfthere'snoturningback...ifthebeastisoutto

devourthenbetterIwitnessandexperiencethat

now,notlaterwhenI'llbetootiedtothisrelationship

ndingakwazinophuma.



Idroveintohisparkinglotandbreathedforacouple

ofminutesbeforeIevengotoutofthecarwalking

towardstheentrancelolbythetimeIreachedthe

doorIcouldhearhewashome:vplayingjazzmusic

onmediumvolumeIknocked,andwaited...He

openedthedoor

Me:"hi"

Him:"comein"

Iwalkedinandsatonthecouch,hiskeysstillwith

me.

Him:"coffee"?

Me:"nothanks...I'mnotstayingforlong"

Him:"ungxamelephi"?

Me:"Ihavesomewheretobe"

Him:"somewhere"?



Me:"I'drathernotdiscuss...uhm,Ibroughtthese"

Iputthekeysonthetableandgotup,walked

towardsthedoorhewalkedbehindmeandI

stopped...washegonnaletmegobackhomeon

publictransport?

Heheldmywaistfrombehind,Ifelthisbreathonmy

neckmywholebodyshivered.

Him:"Iknowwhatyoutrynado"

Me:"I'mwalkingout"

Him:"no,you'retestingmypatience.Youbaby,wanna

seemecrack...questionis,willyoubeabletohandle

me"?

Iwentcold,thenhekissedmyneck..turnedme

aroundandkissedmerightthereontheentrance.I

respondedmindlesslyuntilhestopped...Ilooked

down



Him:"canIatleastdriveyoutothissomewhere"?

Me:"uhm...''

Him:"oryou'drathertakepublictransportation"?

Me:"Idon'tmind...later"

Iwalkedout,IhadR100onme...lolthiswasprobably

myfirsttimeonpublictransportationbutIwantedto

doit,Iwasn'tborninacarmosIwalkedashort

distanceandfoundataxi,itdroppedmeintown,I

walkedtothenearestdoctorsofficeandwenttothe

receptionist,Iwasaskedtowaitndalindanyhani

withoutevenpanicking.MyturncameandIwalked

in,briefedthedoctoraboutwhyIwastherethenhe

ranallthenecessarytestsndalindaagain.

IreceivedacallfromVincentasIsatonthebed

waitingformyresults,lolbyresultskeImeanall

resultsincludingHIVresults...

Me:"hey"



Him:"hey,unjani"?

Me:"I'mgoodyou"?

Him:"I'mgood,youdon'tsoundtoogood.What'sup"?

Me:"nothing"

Him:"cummon"

Me:"I'mseriousntwanaI'mokay"

Hewentsilent...forasec

Him:"bhut'Ntandojustcalledacoupleofminutes

ago"

Me:"oh"

Him:"youguysfoughtorsomething"?

Me:"no"

Him:"thenwhydoeshesayhethinksyou'rescared

ofhim"

Me:"Idon'tknow"



Him:"Trinacomeon"

Me:"youshouldhaveaskedhim,he'stheonewho

thinksI'mscaredofhimright"?

Him:"ishelying"?

Me:"whyaskme?IneversaidI'mscaredofhim"

Him:"okay...ubegrandneh"

Me:"Iamgrand"

Him:"sharp,later"

Me:"sho"

Thedoctorreturnedwithmyresults,heaskedmeif

I'dhadrecentvirginalexaminationIconfirmedsince

IdidngokuyaIhadthatabnormalbleedingthing

thenhealsoconfirmedthatIamNOTpregnant,and

allresultscamebacknegative,Ijusthavetoeat

proteinsmybloodislowonironandprotein-_-I

thankedhimandhesaidIshouldpayupkwi

receptionist...JongakwangonandicingayobaI

didn'tbringnowalletoranyformofmoneybesides

leR100ndikhwelekuyo.Iwalksoutofthedoctors



officeandaskedthereceptionistfortimesince"the

personaI'mwaitingforhasn'tarrivedyet"buxoki

kodwashamewavumaumntanomntu.Isatdown

andcalledmysister...

Her:"hey"

Me:"hey,Ineedafavor"

Her:"okay,shoot"

Me:"you'restillhomeright"?

Her:"noI'mhavingbreakfastwithbaeintown"

Me:"ohcrap"

Her:"what'sup"?

Me:"IneedR420ASAP"

Her:''ohkay...whereareyou"?

Me:"alsointown"

Her:"Icanbringitwhereareyouexactly"

Igaveherthedirections,shewasnearersoshe



camealongwithLwando,Ipaidupandwalkedout

withthem.

Her:"okay...what'swrong"?

Me:''nothing"

Her:"you'reinadoctorsoffice,withoutawalletora

carandyousaynothing?Howdidyouevencome

here"?

Me:"taxi"

Her:"what"?

LD:"Babycanwenotdothisnowshelooks

exhausted...IzaTeesikugoduse"

Me:"no,gofinishwhatevery'allweredoing,I'lltakea

taxiagain"

Him:"no,we'retakingyouhome"

-_-

Igotinatthebackpassengerseatandtheydrove



mehome,EvewantedtostartbehindIpushedherto

go...Ididn'twannagetintothethirddegreewithher

now.
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Iremovedmyshoesandgotinbed...

Thegatealarmbeeped,Iwalkeddownstairsand

checkedwhoitwas?Andtomynotsosurprisethere

wasMarcuschilledinablackBenz,Iopenedthegate

andwaitedforhiminthelounge...hewalkedinand

wehugged.Ineededthathug.Ineededlawarmth

butingabiyekababyokwangoku.Thenhepulledmy

armandwesatonthesamecouch...

Him:"Icantellthere'ssomethingbiggoingon

witchu"

Me:"no,I'mfine.Thanks"

Him:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"MarcusSmith"



Him:"pleasetalktome"

Me:"Ineedthatphoneyoupromised,didyoubringit"?

Him:"here"

Hegavemeashoppingbag,Itookitandsmiled

whenIremovedthatbox...damnIwashappybutmy

heartwaswithbaeandsomethingdeepdowninside

toldmeifIdon'ttellhimnow,hemightfindout

somewheresomehowanditwillnotbetoo

nice,maybeitwillbeundersomecrucial

circumstances.

Him:"Trinawhat'sgoingonwitchu,pleasetalktome"

Me:"you'llhateme"

Him:"hateyou?Why"?

Me:"Idon'twannabethecauseoffightsbetween

y'all"

Him:"fightsbetweenwho"?

Me:"but...Idon'tknowwhy,Ican'tevenstopmyself



anymore,thisisbeyondmycontrolboet"

Him:"stopyourselffromwho?What"?

Me:"butItriedyouknow?ItriedsohardbutI

couldn't,myheartwouldn't"

Him:"Trina,I'mlosingyouineverysentence,you're

notmakinganysenseLilsis.Whatareyoutalking

aboutnow"?

Me:"andwhat'sworseisthaty'allwarnedmeaboutit

andmaybeIwasnaive,justmaybe,butwhatdoes

onedowhentheheartwantswhatitwants?ShouldI

justwalkaway?PretendIfeelnothing?Butthat

wouldmeanI'mbeingjudgmentalright?Acoward

even?Imean...Idon'tknowthereasonsforthis

journeyoroutcomejustyet,butI'mwillingtotry,I

wannagettoknoweventhatno-goareathatis

coveredandshaded...thesideandpointwhereno

oneelsereaches,thedarksidebecauseIknowit

existsIjustwannabethere...isthatwrong?..."

BynowIwassoakingwetinmyowntears,insteadof

allowingmytearstojustflowinsilence,Ijust



completelybrokedownandcriedinadeepheartfelt

motion.MyentirebodywasshakinginterrordamnI

didn'tknowIlovedthisguythismuchthough:'(it

hurtsomucheventhinkingthatwehadbeendating

forayearwithoutanyonenoticing,thatI'vesleptwith

thisguywithoutprotectionwithouteventhinking

aboutSTDsorgettingpregnant,thankGodhe

thoughtoftheafterpillsonourwaytotheairport.

Maybethat'swhyIwasn'tpregnant?Ormother

naturewasjustbeingfavorableconsideringmy

situationatpresent?Ionlysnappedoutofmy

thoughtsandtearswhenMarcbroughtmeaglass

ofsugarwater...Itookitanddrank,cleanedmyself

upusingthetissuesinfrontofme.

Him:"okay,nowthatyou'recalm...doyouwannatalk

aboutit"?

Me:"no...I'vesaidenoughalready.Myheadis

throbbing"

Him:"doyouhaveparacetamol"?

Me:"yeahIthinkso"



Iwalkeduptomyroomandsearchedforpills,drank

twoandthrewmyselfonthebedhecameupand

sawmecryingsilently...Isooobadlywantedtocall

bhut'baeandtellhimIlovehim,tellhimI'msorryfor

everythingincludingtherecent...butmostlyIjust

wantedtohearhisvoice,hischuckle,hisdeephoarse

voiceespeciallyinthemorningwhenheturnsand

kissesmeonthetopofmynose.

Me:"IjustneedaLilnap,I'llbefine"

Him:"okay,I'llbedownstairs"

Me:"mh"

Hewalkeddownstairs,closingthedoorbehindhim

ndalalanyhanishame.IonlyawokewhenEvewoke

meup...Ilookedather,myeyesswollen.

Her:"hey,youneedtoeatsomething"



Me:"I'mcoolthanks"

Iwenttothebathroom,undressed,woreashower

capandgotintheshowerjuststanding

there...thinking.WhenIwasdonethinkingIturned

thewateroffandwrappedthetowelaroundmybody

andwalkedtomyroom,satonthedressingtable

chair...

Her:"yourboyfriendhasbeencalling"

Me:"Ican'ttalktoh-"

Thephonerangesandinika...

Me:"low"

Him:"heyyouokay"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"yousure...evenyourvoicesoundshoarse"



Iclearedmythroat...Nowthathecalled,Ididn'tknow

whattotellhim:/nowthat'ssaid,cozIknew

everythingearlieron.

Him:"baby"

Me:"Ierhm...Ihavetogo,canIcallyoulater"?

Him:"why?What'sstoppingyounowfromtalkingto

me"?

Me:"mybrotherishere"

Him:"Luu"?

Me:"no,Marcus"

Him:"oh...okay"

Me:"sharp"

Him:"justpromiseyou'llcallIreallyneedtotalkto

you"

Me:"Ipromise"

Him:"loveyou"

Me:"Iknow"



ThenIhungup...Evewasstillhere.IworemyPJs

andsatdownnexttoher.

Me:"whatamIgoingtosaytohim"?

Her:"youwannatellhimaboutyourrelationship"?

Me:"shouldI"?

Her:"wellitsbeenasecretfortoolong...doyouthink

youcancontinuekeepingitthatway"

Me:"Idon'tknow...IwannatellMarcbutI'mafraidof

hisresponse"

Her:"Iknowyoulovehim,sogoodluckwithMarcus

cozwebothknowhecanbeespeciallysincewegot

thethirddegreeabouthisfriends"

Me:"mh":/

Her:"sotellme...whywereyouatthedoctorearlier"?

Ilookeddown...LolEvecouldn'tletthisonego?



Me:"Iwenttodosometests"

Her:"tests"?

Me:"yeah,HIV,diabetes,pregnancy,hypertensionall

thosekindatests"

Her:"preg-what?Youtrynatellmeyoubrokeyour

virginity?WhyamIonlyhearingthisnow?

Duuuuuide"????

Ismiled...Besekuphelenohlekakenamhlanje.

Her:"so?Howwasit"?

Me:"Ican'ttalkaboutthattodaynotwithMarc

downstairs"

Her:"oh...weshoulduhm,godownstairs.Hecooked

lunchforus"

Me:"Marcus?Cooked?Wow"

Her:"thankstoyou"



Me:"yho"

Wetookourphonesandwalkeddownthestaircase

sayohlalaelounge.Hecamebackandsatdownwith

acastlelightdumpie:vinobauqhaqhaIcabinkaLuu

Kelocozwedon'tkeepsuchinourfridge:v.

Him:"youlookbad''

Her:"she'snotthatbadcummon"

Him:"youthink"?

Bahleka:'(

Me:"I'lljustpretendI'mhearingbeesbuzzinginhere"

Hethrewmewithacushion:v

Him:"Evie...helpmedishup"

Her:"yessir"



Theywenttothekitchen...Vincecalledagain:oyho

hay

Me:"Vincent"

Him:"whoah!WhathaveIdone"?

Me:"you'lltellme"

Him:"I'mjustcheckingonyou"

Me:"I'mfinethankyou"

Him:"yousure"

Me:"duh"

Him:"canIseeyoutoday"

Me:"Idon'tplanongoingout"

Him:"Icancomebyyourhouse"

Me:"ohkay...mustbeurgent"

Him:"Ijustneedtobesureyou'reokay...beforeIsee

youinschooltomorrow"

Me:"ayt...I'llwaitforyourvisit"



Him:''cool"

Ihungupjustasmysiblingswalkedin,weenjoyed

lunchcourtesyofMarcusSmith:DthenwhenIleast

expectedit...hepoppedthequestionIwasdreading

Him:"youhaveaboyfriend"?

Eve:"duh"

Him:"Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou"

Her:"sorry,butyouweren'tclearboet"

Him:"Trina"

Me:"huh"?

Him:"youhaveaboyfriend"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"myguessisyoudon'tonlylovehim,you'rein

love"

Me:"Iguess"

Him:"doesheloveyou?Likeyou'dwannabeloved"?



Me:"whereisthisgoing"?

Hetookafewmorebitesandstopped,wipinghis

mouth

Him:"youknow...I'veworkedwithpeopleforsomany

yearsANDI'vebeenateenagersoIkindaknowall

theliesandtricksI'mthebook"

Me:"goodforyou"

Him:"IguesswhatI'mtrynasayis...Iknowwhat's

goingonwitchu"

Her:"youdo"?

Him:"don'tyou"?

Her:"Ican'tanswerthat"

Him:"simpleyesandno...backtoyou"

Me:"uh-huh"

Hetookaverygoodlookatmeandsmiled...Iwent



coldimmediately,likeIwentcoldwhenbaewas

behindme

Him:"WiththeexperiencethatIhave...Iknowwhat's

buggingyou"

Me:"youdo"?

Her:"andIhaveafeelingyou'regonnatellus...ohI

meanher"

Him:"youareinloveanddatingBeast"

Myforkdropped

Iinstantlygotthirsty:o...Eveandhercockyattitude?

Bam!Silent!
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YouknowhowIlovemyfriends?Fromtheveryloud

AmishtotheveryoutspokenandnosyVincent?Uh-

huh!Ntwanayamyafikaandbuzzed,Evejumpedup

andwenttocheckandcameback



Her:"youknowsomeVinceguy"?Iclearedmy

throat...lolinzimalendikuyoIsituation.

Me:''yeah,plslethimin"

Her:"ohkay"

Shewentbackandopenedthegateforhim...my

chance,Igotupandwalkedtothegateasheparked

onthedriveway.Hegotoutandwehugged

Me:"canwesitattheback...bythepool"

Him:"noproblem"

Iledhimtothebackandwesatonthepoolchairs

Him:"whathappenedtoyou"?

Me:"itsoneofthosedaysman"



Him:"soIseeyourbrotherishome"

Me:"indoubtthatyou'vemetthisone...Marcus"

Him:"ohIknowhimtoowell...hegoesbythename

Marc'O'Poloright"?

Ismiled:)

Me:"onlyyourbrothercallshimthat"

Him:"Iknow...Sohaveyouspokentohim"?

Me:"yeahbutnotforlong"

Him:"wannatalkaboutit"?

Me:"argh,IguessIhavetobehonesttomyselfright

now.I'vedatedyourbrotherforalmostayearandno

onenoticedyouknow,exceptforEve.ButnowIdon't

wannalovehimintheshadows...but"

Him:"buthe'syourbrothersboss,andhe'sa

gangsta"

Me:"agangstawithtworudebabymommas"



Him:"yho...butyoufirstgottatellyourbrothersBoth

ofthem"

Me:"heknows...youjustsavedmefromheaven

knowswhatjustacoupleofminutesago"

Him:"hetoldyouthat"?

Me:"practicallyyes...hesaidheknowsI'minlove

withBeast"

Him:"wellatleastthat'soutoftheway"

Me:"nowcomesallthelectures"

Him:"hopefullyhewon'tstopyou"

Me:"withhim?Anythingispossible"

SahlalaphanoVince,Iwentinsideandpouredus

juicesandfruitsaladthenwechilledevenmore...I

relaxedaroundhim,evenmoresoknowthatIknew

he'smy'future'brotherinlaw.

DidIsayfuture?Ohthatcouldpossiblymean

something...right?



Aftersometimeheleftndahlalamnapha...good

thingmyphonewaswithmesothiswasmychance

tomakesomerealdamagecontrolwithmybeast

nomakanjanintangasoIcalledhim

Him:"finally"

Me:"finally?Duh,hello"

Him:"Idon'thavetimeforgamesbabykwenzeka

ntonikuwe"?

Me:"nothing,asfarasI'mconcernedbutIhavea

feelingyoualreadyhaveananswertothatquestion"

Hewentsilent

Idon'tknowwhytheydothis...noVincedidthis,this

silencething,italwaysmakesmepanicforreal

Him:"youwerespottedatadoctorsofficetoday,and

no,Iwasn'tspyingonyou.Itwasjustacoincidence"

Me:'oh"



Him:"oh?That'sall"?

Me:"ufunandithinibabe"

Him:"wellforstartersyoucouldtellmewhyyou

wentthereinthefirstplace,orevenbetterwhyI

didn'tknow"?

Me:"ohuhm...."

Him:"nowyoucan'ttalk"

Me:"stop"

Him:"stop?Stopwhateintlik"?

Me:"Icalledtoapologizeokay?Nottobeputinside

theinterrogationroom"

Him:"apologizeforwhat?

Isighed:/

Me:"forwhatIdidyesterday...IadmitIwaswrong

forwhathappenedwithLibo,nottellingyou

everythingandthentakingyourcarforthewhole

night...withabitofanattitudeontopofthat"

Him:"okay"



Me:"okay"?

Him:"yeah...Iwannaknowwhyyouwenttothe

doctor"

Me:"that'spersonal"

Him:"I'mmorepersonalthananydoctorcouldever

be"

Me:"babepls"

Him:"you'renotbeinghonesthere"

Me:"ndcelaundilindetana...rightnowIhaveMarcus

todealwith"

Him:"what'shedone"?

Me:"heknowsaboutus"

Him:"youtoldhim"?

Me:"Iwasgoingto...Buthebeatmetoit"

Him:"soheknewevenbeforeyoutoldhim?What

washisreaction?Afterthat"

Me:"Idon'treallyknowyet...kuyekwafikauVince"

Him:"hewasthere?Why"?



Me:"friendsdocheckoneachotherIguess"

Him:"ohkay"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Him:"zovangawekewhenyou'refree"

Me:"kay"

Ihungup...NowIreallyhavetofacemybrother.Get

thisoveranddonewith.
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Iwalkedbackinside,VincewasgonesoIhadtodeal

withmydemonsnow.IsatbackdownwhereI

sat,Evewalkedupstairsleavingusalone

Him:"you'reback...whowasthat"?

Me:"myfriendfromschool"

Him:"helooksfamiliar"

Me:"mighthaveseenhimattheShisaNyama,he



managestheplace"

Him:"oohyeah,halfbrothertotaBeast''

Ndathula:oIdon'treallyknowhowIshouldhave

responded

Me:"sowhat'syourverdict"

Him:"onthisrelationshipofyours"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"Idon'thaveone"

Me:"you'rekidding"

Him:"ItoldyouallIneededtotellyouwhenIsaw

himcheckingyouout,Ithoughtyouwouldhave

takenmyadvicebutHerewearestillgoingonand

onaboutthesamethingIwarnedyouabout"

Me:"I'msorry,IknowitlookslikeIlookeddownon

youradvice...Ididn't,Istilldon't.Justthat,Idon't

knowhowtoexplainmyselfwhenitcomestothis

situation"



Him:"Iguessyou'reoldenoughtomakeyourown

decisions,butwhatIdoknowisthatyouwillgethurt.

ItsguaranteedIcanevenbetmyownlifeonthat"

Me:"youmeanhe'llhurtme?Deliberately"?

Him:"maybenotdeliberatelybut,inhislineof

work,youdon'texpecttojustwalkaroundI'mapark"

Me:"kay"

Him:"IguessthisthepartwhereEvewouldsay

followyourheart"

Me:"whatiftheheartislosingdirection"?

Him:"thentakeabreakandreevaluate"

Me:"youmakeitsoundsoeasy"

Him:"Ijustwantyoutopromisemeonething"

Me:"let'shear"

Him:"ifheeverhurtsyou,liftsuphishandonyou...I'll

bethefirsttoknow"

Okay...hewasserious.Wasthatpossible?



Me:"okay"

Him:"okay"?

Me:"Ipromise...Butlook,Ihopenowthatyou

confirmedthis,itwon'taffectyourrelationshipwith

him"

Him:"don'tworryaboutus,we'remen.Wewilldeal

withitwhenwegettoit"

Me;"I'mseriousMarc,thelastthingIwantisto

destroyarelationshiporfriendshipthatIdon'teven

knowwhenorhowitwasformed.Please"

Him:"Ipromiseyou,we'llworkoutsomething"

Ndathula...

Him:"Isawpillsonyourbed,datedtoday"

Me:"yeah,vitaminsupplements"

Him:"you'resick"?



Me:"no...Ierhm...Iwentformycheckupsothe

doctorsaidIamlowonproteinandiron"

Him:"ohokaythat'sarelief...ANDI'mnotstaying

longman.Ihaveababytotakecareoff"

Me:"thankyou...foreverything"

Him:"especiallythephoneIguess"

Me:''no...especiallythistalk.Iwasgettingtiredof

thissecrecything"

Him:"I'mgladitsbehindus...nowIhavetotalkto

him,setsomegroundrules"

Me:"youdoknowdadisintheEasternCaperight"?

Him:"asthefirstson,itsmydutytostepintohis

shoeswhenhecan't"

OhwellIcouldn'targuethat,Evewalkeddown.

Marcusgaveusbothsomepocketandgrocery

money,wehuggedthenheleft.

Her:"Ihavetogotoo"



Me:"Lwando"

Her:"bebacktomorrow"

Me:"whyamInotsurprised"?

Her:"whatever"

Me:"hopeyoutookchangingclothes...schoolsare

openingtomorrowincaseyouforgot"

Her:"ohflip"!

Sheranbackupstairs...Lwandobuzzed,Iopenedfor

himandhedroveI'm.Cameoutandwalkedtowards

thehouse...

Him:"knockknock'

Me:"itsopen"

Hecametotheloungeandsatdown

Him:"youlookbetter"

Me:"haha!Thanksman"



Him:"where'sEve"?

Me:"she'llbehereinasec,juice"?

Him:"yesplease"

Ihotupandwenttopourusjuiceswhilewemade

smallconversationwaitingforEve...shereturned

bahambandashiyekandedwakulandluingakaya.I

watchedmovies.Iwatchedtalentshowsjustto

passtimehayndancamaandcalledhim,Imissed

himbutmyemotionswerereallyallovertheplace...

Him:"hello"

Me:"yousaidIshouldtellyouwhenI'mfree"

Him:"yeah,howdiditgo"?

Me:"betterthanexpected"

Him:"sohe'scool"?

Me:"andgone"

Him:"sosoon''



Me:"hehasasontogetbackto"

Him:"ayt...canIcomeseeyou"?

Me:"now"?

Him:"duh"

Me:"I'malreadypreparingtosleep"

Him:"won'ttakelong"

Me:"kay"

Him:"ayt"

Wehungup...Iwaitedwithsweatingpalms.Inless

than15minuteshebuzzed,Iopenedforhimtodrive

in,IwenttoopenthedoorsinceIlockedrightafter

EveleftthenIwenttowaitinthelounge...he

knockedandcameinwezakwelicalandikuloIgotup

ashewalkedinandcametowardsme,we

hugged...sotight...Thenndasukaandlooked

down,heliftedmechinandlookedatme,touching

myface



Him:"you'vebeencrying"

Me:"itsnotyourfaultthough"

Him:"thenwho'sfaultisit?Yours"

Me:"yes"

Him:"cummonbaby"

Iletgoofhishandandsatdown...Hefollowedand

wesatinsilence.

Me:"uhm...wantanythingtodrink?Eat"?

Him:"notnow..."

Me:"ohkay...whatnow"

Him:"doctor"?

Isighed...whyissodamnadamanttoknowabout

thisdoctorthing?



Me:"promiseyouwon'tgetangryorupset"

Him:"okay"

Me:"Iwantedtodoapregnancytest"

Him:"youcould'vejustboughtthatatthepharmacy"

Me:"Iwantedtodoitthere,andbeaccurate"

Him:"and"?

Me:"theycamebacknegative"

Him:"youmustberelieved"

Me:"actuallyIam...I'mnotreadytobeamotheryet"

Him:"especiallynotwithagangsta"

Ilookedathim...doesheseriouslydoubtmylove?

Nyhanithough?

Me:"IthinkIhaven'tbeenclearwithyoulately,Imean

howIfeel"

Him:"nyhani"



Me:"Idon'tloveyouanymore,itshardlovingyoulikeI

wantto,likeIthinkyouwantto"

Him:"oh...sowhatisthisnow?We'rebreakingup"?

Me:"youdon'tgetit"

Him:"thenexplainittome"

Me:"I'minlovewithyou...Andthat'sthehardestand

highestlevelI'vereachedasyet"

Him:"butyousaidyoudon'tloveme"

Me:"anymore,yesIknowbutthatdoesn'tmeanwe're

breakingup.ItjustmeansI'vegrowninlove,in

lovingyou,lovingus,lovingtheideaofbeing

umamakaSino"

Hesmiled,genuinely

Him:"youalmostgotme"

Me:"Ican'tstoplovingyouevenwhenIwantto"

Him:"meaningyou'vetried"



Me:"duh,I'vebeetryingtogetyouangryawudeube

angrytu...Ithinkijustwantedtohaveanexcuse,I'm

notreallysure"

Him:"Idon'tjustgetangrybabe...especiallywhenI

knowitsatrap"

Me:"soyouknew"

Him:"you'reaSmith,I'vespenttimewithonelong

beforeyoucamealongsoIknowwheny'allareon

yourtricks"

Me:"hahaIwishIcouldsayitrunsintheblood"

Him:"butittrulydoesruninthelastname"

Ikissedhislips...

Him:"that"?

Me:"Icannowfinallyenjoyyouwithoutlooking

behindmyshoulder"

Him:"meaningIcantakeyouout,eveninCapeTown?

EastLondon"?



Me:"definitely"

Hekissedme...Ikissedhimbackthewestopped.

Him:"youknowyou'redifficulttodealwith"?

Me:"Iam"?

Him:"yho...Icouldn'tsleepyesterdayokondicingana

nalentoyakho,tryingtogetintoyourshoesbutits

hardcoztodayyou'rehot,nextthingyou'recold.And

thishasnothingtodowithCTweathercozyouare

rightwhenwe'rethere,thishaseverythingtodowith

Jo'burg"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"Ijustneedtoknowonemorething"

Me:"Libhongo"

Him:"yes,Libhongo"

Me:"mxmuphambenelamntana"

Him:"njani"?



Me:"shethinksI'mhittingonVince"

Him:"why"?

Me:"well,I'vemadefriendsokay,buthe'stheonly

closefriendI'vemadesinceIcamehereandthefact

thathe'smaleraisesmoresuspicion"

Him:"sosheaccusedyoubasedonwhat"?

Me:"basedonourcallsandtextsIguess...andI've

beentohischurchmorethanonce"

Him:"calls?Y'allareTHATclose"?

Me:"Ithinkyouknowthatalready,sinceyousenthim

totalktomeearlier"

Helaughed

Me:"youwon'tdenyit"

Him:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout"

Me:"ooohokay,soyoumindmecallinghim

ndimbuzeright"?

Him:"youwannacallhim?Haubabe,thisIsour

time,youcancallhimngomso"



Me:"haha!Ucimbauklevayazwena"

HekissedmyneckmumblingsomethingIcouldn't

evenmakeout,Iwasgigglinglikeatoddlerthrownin

theair.
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Wefelltogetheronthecouch...

Thenhestoppedandlookedatme.

Him:"Iwouldn'thavemindedifyouwerepregnant

yaz"

Me:"butIwouldhave...Istillhavethreeyearsat

varsitythentheFourthtosearchforworksoIcanat

leastaffordforadecentliving"

Him:"butIcangiveyouadecentliving"

Me:"I'llneverbeahousewife..oralive-ingirlfriend,

never"



Him:"soI'llhavegowaitforthreefullyearsbefore

youcanbearmeason"?

Me:"youhaveason,Iwantadaughter,whenI'mready.

Evenifittakesmetenyears"

Him:"you'remad"

Me:"you'rethemadone"

Him:"I'mmad?Hehbabeyazndimdala"

Me:"kengokufunantonemntaneni"?

Him:"ey,ngxakilomntanaisnotlikeabanye

abantwanayaz...there'ssomethingaboutherIcan't

reallyexplain"

Ipushedhimandsatup...seriousmaskon

Me:"IhopeyouandMarccanbecoolaboutthis

situation"

Him:"everythingdependsonhim"

Me:"meaning"?

Him:"don'tworryyourself,letmenhandletheir



business"

Me:"theirbusinesswhichincludedmeright"?

Him:"youdon'tneedtocontroleverything

babe,sometimesyouhavetoletGodhandlesome

things"?

Me:"God?UyamazuGodwena"?

Him:"tyhinihaikengokbaby,mnanobraGsiclose

lawei.He'sprobablythereasonwhyI'mstillalive"

Me:"ohcummon,didyoujustcallGodbraG?Areyou

sureyourscrewsaretight"?

Hehitmyleg:oisandlasakhesibuhlungu:'(lawei

Him:"don'tunderestimateahustlersprayerbabe"

Me:"youpray?YhohayKuntakaungatshonje"

Him:"baby,GodisGodofeveryone"

Me:"Iknow...areyousureyoudon'twantanythingto

eat"?

Him:"IwashopingI'lltakeyououtonlatesupper"

Me:"Idon'tfeellikedressingup,I'vehadaroughday"



Him:"thencanyousleepover"?

Me:"babe"

Him:"tomorrowyou'regoingbacktoclass,theday

afterthatI'mgoingtonEL.Please"

Me:"howaboutIsleepovertomorrowthen"

Him:"whynottoday"?

Me:"Ineedtofindmyselftonight,bealone,blendwith

theinnermeandrejuvenatemyspirit"

Him:"okay,Iwon'tpush"

Me:"thankyou...and,Ireallyloveyou.Youhaveto

believethat,evenifVincewasn'tyourbrother,I'dhave

neverbeenwithhim,despitehisgirlfriendhaving

stupidinsecurities"

Him:"Ithinkitsagirlthing...theinsecurities"

Me:"maybe...butI'mmoreofaparanoiathanan

insecuretyp'agirl"

Him:"thatcanmakeyouinsecuretoo...wehaveto

workonthat"

Me:"yeahwell...noisperfect.YouknowImissyour



daughter"

Him:''theycalledmelastnight,mymotherwanna

knowwho'sthismamaThandoistalkingabout"

Me:"Ihopeyoudidn'ttellheranything"

Him:"Idon'tlietoherunnecessarily"

Me:"I'mevenafraidtoheartheresponse"

Him:"shewannameetyou,butItoldheritsstillearly

daysandsherespectsthat...she'smoregratefulfor

whatyoudidforThando"

Me:"theclothes?Anylogicalpersonwould'vedone

that...anditwasn'tmymoney,itwasyours"

Him:"you'retoomodest,justtakethecompliments

willya"?

:v

Me:"okay,thankyousir...butIhavetoaskyou

something"

Him:"shoot"

Me:"soKuhleandtwinareyourbrothersaswell"?



Him:"you'vemetthem"?

Me:"once"

Him:"thisfriendshipofyoursisreallystronghey"

Me:"you'renotthinkingwhatIthinkyou'rethinking

areyou"?

Him:"Idon'tknow.AmI"?

Me:"ukhweletaakufaninawe"

Him:"Idon'tlikesharing,especiallynotmywoman"

Me:"holyghostfire!Youfeelthreatenedbyyourown

brothers"?

Him:"that'sallI'msaying"

Me:"heee!Thisisafirst!!!"

Him:"movingrightalong...Ineedyourhelpon

something"

Me:"oh"

Him:"seeingyouwithThandoandhowmuchyou

bondedwithher...Ineedyoutohelpmebuy

Christmasclothesforthem"



Me:"themmeaningOwentandoincluded"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"Idon'twantChuma'sdramababe,didyoutalkto

her"

Him:"Idon'tneedto,wehavetotalrights"

Me:"Idon'tknowhey"

Him:"please...let'sjustgoshoppingwhenyouhave

time,letmedealwithChuma.Okay"?

Me:"okay...Ithinkwecandothattomorrow"

Him:"andclass"?

Me:"it'sthefirstday,I'llbeoutearly"

Him:"thankyou"

Ilookedathim...

Him:"Ishouldgetgoing"

Me:"oh...okay"



Him:"what"?

Me:"Ithinkitwillbebestifyoulendmeyourcar"

Him:"whoah!What?Why"?

Me:"haybabecummon,wakhuzakangaka"?

Him:"youtakemycarforlessthanaday,ngokuyou

wantitagain?IphiGTi"?

Me:"kalokbabyandzokwaziumkanaleGTiapha

ngomso,aren'twegoingshoppingtogether?Or

you'reokaywithususingseparatecars"?

Him:"Icancomefetchyou"

Me:"takemetoclassthencomebackagainandtake

metotownwithyou"?

Him:"but...Okayfine,takemetotheapartmentthen"

:p

Ijumpedandhuggedhim,lolIranupandworemy

slipperssinceallthistimeIwaswalkingbarefoot:vI

camebackandhewasstandingoutsidetypingon

hisphoneandIlockedthehouseandfollowedright



behindaswemadewaytothecar...Igotinthe

passengerseat,hegotinthedriverseatanddrove

out

Him:"you'refascinatedbybigcars"?

Me:"bigandblack"

Him:"mh,ladywithclassnowthat'sawomanafter

myownheart"

Me:"ohreallynow"?

Him:"youdon'thavetoarguethat"

Ipoutedsadesayofikakwakhe.

Him:"you'renotevengoingin"?

Me:"nope,IknowatrapwhenIseeone.Carkeyspls"

Helaughedandhandedmethekeys,Ihuggedhim

fordearlifendasukaandturnedtowalkaway,he



pulledmyarmlightlyandIautomaticallyturnedand

facedhimmyhandinstantlytouchinghis

breastplatesajonganaforafullminutewithout

sayingaword,thenIclosedmyeyestakinginthis

beautifulmoment.Hislipstouchedminelightlyasif

airbrushingthem,Islightlyopenedthemandwe

stayedlikethatforanotherminute...thishandonhis

breastplatepulledhisT-shirtthenwekissedonfull

force:vyouknowwhenyou'vebeenfreefroma

heavyburden?Youjustfeellighterandnew?Ifelt

likethat.Havingtokeepthisrelationshipasecret

wasn'treallyeasy,lolthesecrettripstoCTand

stayingindoorscoznoonemustseeme?Mxm

we'vebeenthroughalotthoughitmightoccurlike

thatkomnyumntu.

HebitmybottomlipcozIwasabouttopull

back,ndamhlekaandheletgo

Me:"I'moneluckygirlyouknow"

Him:"youhaveagangstaboyfriend?Indeedyou're

luckynana"



Me:"eshe,I'mluckybecauseI'llbedrivingyourcar

threedaysinarow"

Him:"youmeantwo"?

Me:"nope,yesterdaywhenIwasgoinghome.whenI

broughtittoyou,andtomorrowwhenI'mgoingto

school"

Him:"weshouldgetyouyourown"

Me:"me?Ha.astilltooearlyforthat"

Him:"you'reonlyafraidofwhatpeoplewillsay"

Me:"peopleincludemyparents"

Him:"mmkay,I'llwaituntilubesharp"

Me:"noooow,goodnightmalove"

Him:"just...onemoment"

Hecuppedmyfaceandkissedmeonceagainthen

heletmego...Isibindiusazi?Noawsazi,isibindiis

goingacrosstownI'mPJsupholeaphaehead

ogqibakwakho.
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Idrovemyselfhomeinhighspiritŝ _̂Ikepton

pinchingmyself,trynagettherealitycheckcozI

reallyfeltlucky,notjustbecauseofhiscarbut

becauseofhislove.IthoughtLandileMyfirst

boyfriendwasthebestIcouldeverhavebutwhenI

finallyopeneduptothisguyIbecametounderstand

whatlovereallymeansandhowitreallyfeelscoz

ourlovewasreallychallengedevenbeforewe

committedtoit...Fikaendliniandwalkedtomybed

-

ThefollowingmorningfirstthingwhenIwokeupI

calledhimfirst...Haveyoueverbeeninlove?So

muchthatyoujustcan'tgetenough?

Him:"mamekhaya"?

Me:"babaunjani"?

Him:"well...I'mkindabusy,wena"?

Me:"youdosoundbusy,whatchubusywith"?



Him:"okaywaitbabe...(iwaitedinsilenceasiheard

thekeyboardsoundsashetypedaway)done,okay

babyI'mbusywithbusinesstransactions,transfers

andemails"

Me:"oh...thatmeansI'mdisturbingyouneh"?

Him:"well..."

Me:"don'tworryaboutit,callyoulaterke"

Him:"erh...Thanksforthe...callbabes"

Me:"okay"

Ihungup.

Gotupandmademybed,openedthewindowsand

wenttotakeafiveminuteshower:DthenIreturned

topickonclothescomfortableenoughforshopping.

Idecidedtowearkneelengthdenimshorts,Levi's

denimsneakersandawhiteshortsleevedgolfshirt

thenIclippedmyhairneatlyinplacendayotyamy

coldmilkcereallolIwasevenhummingsomeChrsi

Brownsongsinvariety:



"Ineedyouboo,Igottaseeyouboo.

Coztheheartsareallovertheworldtonight

saidtheheartsareallovertheworldtonight"

:)

"Youchangemywholelife

Don'tknowwhatyou'redoingtomewithyourlove

I'mfeelingallsuperhuman,youdidthistome"

:)

Iwentupstairsandpackedchangingclothesand

toiletriessinceiwassupposedtosleepoveratbaes

cribaftertheshopping,thenIreturnedback

downstairsandtookthecarkeys,grabbeda

carrot,lockedthehouseandskippedmywaytothe

car:DdidIsaythecar?Hellnaw,ImeantMYcarle

ndiyibolekweforonedayngubabywam _̂̂I

pluggedanauxincabletomyphoneandtothecar

thenIplayedoldschooljamsonmywaytothe

campusobviouslyalleyesonme:/notthatIwas

comfortablewiththeattentionbutIwaspleased



somehow

Iwalkedtoclass

Andattendedmyscheduledthencameoutofclass

andwenttoeatatMcDonaldsIdidn'twannacall

Ntandoincasehe'sstillbusy,Idon'twannabethat

nagginggirlfriendtukeshamesoIdecidedtocall

mysister

Her:"hello"

Me:"yousoundlikeahungrychurchmouse"

Her:"fuckyou"

Me:"I'mhavinglunchatMcD,wannacome"?

Her:"youalone"?

Me:"yeahbutnotforlong"

Her:"okayI'llberightthere"

Me:"cool"



Iorderedmyselfachickenwrapperwithsodaanda

bigMacwithCokeforherandwhileshewasn'there

yetItookacaramelflavoredMcFlurryandateit,she

cameinandsawmesinceIwasn'ttoofar

Her:"youorderedalready"?

Me:"yeah"

ShetookmyMcFlurryandthewaitressbroughtmy

food...Itookmyownmeal,shetookhers

Her:"sohowwasthefirsttime"?

Me:"firsttimewhere"?

Her:"withtaBeast"

Me:"oohthatfirsttime?Like,thisisnotaplaceto

discussollathat"

Her:"ohcummon,thesepeopleknowwhatsexis"



Ilaughedalmostchokingonmyfood

Me:"okayfine...Itwasgood"

Her:"justgood?Idon'tbelievethat"

Me:"itwasgreat...hewasgentle,wediditagainand

again...someothertimewithoutprotection"

Her:"ohmyword!!!Youknowyoucan'taffordtobe

pregnantrightnowright"?

Me:"yeahIknow...onourwaytotheairporthe

boughtmetheafterpills"

Her:"ohman,he'sconsideratetoo"

Wespokesomemore,thenmyphonerang.

Me:"babe"?

Him:"youdidn'tforget"?

Me:"no,I'llbetherein20"

Him:"ayt"



Me:"sho"

Wehungup

Me:"welltodayismyturn"

Her:"you'resleepingover"?

Me:"yeap"

Her:"ohwow!WhatcanIsay"

Lol...actually,nothing.WeatefinishIwenttodrop

herathome,pickedupbaeandwewenttoSandton

cityforthisChristmasshoppinghewanted.
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WestartedngempahlazikaSino,fromwarmto

seasonalandIevensuggestedbathingsuitssince

kuthandaubashushuemonti,ImeanIknowthose

peopledon'treallyneedabeach,theycanjustpour

waterintoaverybigbasinandpretenditsapool.

ThenweproceededtoezikaOwe,trickwas...This



guybelike:"babeuyazikeakhomntanamuzonxiba

ratchetapha,don'tholdbackorthinkabout

cash...themainpointisquality,forgetthebrandbut

thinklongevity"soitwaskindahardyouknow,taking

intoperspectivethatI'veneverdoneanyshopping

foranyonebutmyselfbutwepulleditthroughandI

wastiredasAngelMichaelsan.

Me:"thisshouldbeenough"

Him:"itsmorethanenough"

Me:"thenlet'sgo,myfeetarekillingme"

Him:"butyoudidn'tbuyanythingforyourselfandI'd

likeustobuysomethingformumtoo"

Me:"likewhat"?

Him:"Idon'tknow...faskoti,newsetofpots,cutleryI

don'tknow"

Me:"oh...let'sgotoGamekemaybeyou'llsee

something"

Him:"whatareyoubuyingforyourself"?



Me:"nahI'mcool"

Him:"should'veseenthatonecoming"

Iwasn'tgonnaargue:vIstillhavethosestilettosand

sneakersheboughtmeandbesides,Ididn'twant

anythingjustyet...Imean,IjustreceivedaniPhone

forheavenssake:DwhatelsecouldIpossiblywant?

Wewentlookingforhismother'sgiftandweended

upbuyingmorethanonefromasetofbakingtrays

togrillersandthosemacroinventionsofcutlery,the

onesthatmakechopping,slicing,dicingeasier?Yep

those...

Him:"ndaybawelayazleGalaxytab"

Me:"uzoyenzaniyou'vegotmorethanenough

phones"

Him:"itwillreplacethelaptopI'malwayscarrying

around"

Me:"butbabe"

Him:"okaymaybenotnow,butIwillbuyitsometime"



Me:"coolmasambe"

Wewenttopay,leftGame.Thesethingswereheavy

andIwasgettinghungrybytheminute:pIwanted

chocolatesobad.Wewewenttothecarandpacked

thebagsintothetrunkthenhesuggestedwegrab

somethingtoeatbackinhisapartment

Me:"mnandfunaIseafood"

Him:"sozendityelontondizolalamna"

Me:"youdon'thavetoeatwhatI'llbeeatingkalok"

Him:"ayt...here,ambozithengela"

ItookR200andwenttobuymyselfaseafood

platterndabuyaesalindeItakealwayszakhekwa

SpurIkeptthechangeandwemadesmall

conversation,histakealwaysweredeliveredthenwe

wenthomeIdidn'tbuyanythingyaznotevenforhim.

Whenwearrivedtherewedidn'tevenoffloadthe

bags,Itookmyfood,hetookhisthenwewentinside



Me:"babebagyam"

Him:"youleftitinthecar"

Me:"yho,awuyithathanga?Awrongocharlie"

Helaughedandpointeditonanothercouch,Iwanted

myphoneIjusthadafeelingIcouldhavemissed

callsnyhanndafikakukhoezikaVincesoIcalled

himback

Him:"hey,usharp"

Me:"I'mgoodyou"

Him:"I'mokay...justcheckingonyou"

Me:"threemissedcallsjustforcheckingonmehuh"?

Hechuckled:v

Me:"how'sLibo"?

Ntandostolealookbutdidn'twannamakeit



obvious

Him:"Idon'tknowactually"

Me:"whatchumeanyoudon'tknow"

Him:"Ihaven'tspokentoherlately"

Me:"isn'tshecomingtowork"?

Him:"sheis...Ijusttookdifferentshifts.Idon't

wannatalktoherjustyetandshedoesn'tseemto

bemakinganyeffortaswell"

Me:"butVincentwana"

Him:"nobabe,shewaswronginthefirstplacewhen

shetextedyoumysteriouslyandwhenyoucalled

sheneverpassedmethemessage,shewastotally

outofline"

Me:"butputyourselfI'mhershoes"

Him:"myshoesfitmejustfinethankyou"

:v

Me:"Imean...ifsomerandomguywascalling



her,wouldyoujustacceptitandmoveon?You

wouldn'tbesuspicious"

Him:"Idon'tknow...iftheirfriendshipisnosecret

thenIguessIwouldn'thaveaproblem"

Ilookedatbaeandsmiled...heshookhisheadand

focusedonhisfood

Me:"mh,you'renothinglikeyourbrotheryaz"

Bae:"singaqhelanikemaqabane"

Him:"ohthatone...You'reinforalongrunntwana.

Thatdudehasissues"

Me:"IthinkInotedsomealready...look,canwedo

lunchtomorrowafternoonafterclass"?

Him:"I'llbeatworkhowaboutwedoit,duringthe

schoolbreak"

Me:"finebyme"

Him:"aytseeyouthen"



Me:"nightman"

Him:"beforeIgo...canIaskyousomething"?

Me:"shoot"

Him:"areyoubyanychancewithbhut'Ntando"?

Me:"yeahnanku"

Him:"khamxelelndsalindelawei"

Me:"babe"?

Helookedup...

Me:"uthiuVinceusalindelawei"

Him:"eyphiway"?

Vince:"leebetheuzoyizosaaphanamhlanje"

Me:"leubutheuzoyisakuyenamhlanje"

Him:"oh...yho,tellhimI'lldropitbeforeIleave

ngomsobabe"

Me:"uvileneh"?

Vince:"yeahthanks,goodnight"



Me:"sharp"

Wehungup.

Ihungupndatyaokwamukutya

Him:"soniyand'discusserngok"

Me:"awvuyisikwenzaIcelebrity"?

Him:"heh"!

Wefocusedoneating,Iswitchedthechannelthat

wasplayingcozhewasn'treallywatching.Weate

finishsaqoqoshasobabini

Me:"Imatakeashower"

Him:"needhelp"?

Me:"withwhat?Turningthewateron"?



Him:"yeah...itcouldbeabitstiffsometimes"

Me:"haha!Nothanks"

Him:"I'mrightbehindyou"

Me:"you'renotneeded"

Him:"Ididn'thearthat"

Iwalkedupstairsandundressed,wenttothe

bathroom,woreashowercapandjuststoodthere

meetingthewaterrunthroughfromthecrownofmy

headtothefoot,Iindeedshowered,thesteamwas

startingtomoisttheglasswallsupwhenwalked,I

feltacoldbreezethenhishandstouchingmybody

frombehind.

Me:"babe"

Him:"don't"

Me:"but"

Him:"ssh"



Hetookthespongeandsoapeditup,bathingme

fromtheneckdown,thenheturnedandstoodin

frontofme...Thelookinhiseyesdevouredmyinner

strength.Ipulledandkissedhim,hekissedmeonce

andmovedbackhishandsdoingthetalking.He

kissedmyneck,bititlightly,kisseddowntomy

nipples,nibblingandbitingonthemtooandthenhe

movedbacktoseemyreaction...Iwassomewhere

else.Andthatmusthavesatisfiedhimcozwhenhe

touchedmeagain,Icouldreallyfeelthehungerinhis

touches...Hescrubbedmylegssoftlykneeling

down,theninamatterofsecondsIfelthislipson

me,hotandwet...histonguedowntheredoing

flipbacks,Ihadtoholdontothesoaprackfor

support...Iwastakenbysurpriseandmybodywas

heatedupalreadysoitdidn'ttakelongformeto

cum.ButthatwasjusttooeasyIguess,cozhe

continuedeatingupmycookiestoapointIfeltmy

eyesrollingbackwards,Ihadhisheadsecuredright

inplacemoaningandsquirmingthenhestopped

andcametokissme:(Iwassoooclosetolosing



it,toreachingthepeakandI'msureheknewitqha

idlalangamlewei.Iwasstillcontemplatingonthese

kisseswhenhescoopedmeupandwalkedusout

gothebedroom...stillwet.Helaymedownonthe

coversandwentdownonmeagain,histalentmade

mesaythingsIdon'treallyknow,Iwaseither

clutchingonthesheetsfordearlifeorspeakinglol

insomekindamotivationIdon'treallyknow:vbut

somethingrelevantto:

Me:"bae....Ohgodthisissooogood.Uhyes"

WhenIhadcomemultipletimeshecameupandwe

kissed,IkissedhimtillIwassatisfiedfromwithin.

Wekissedthenheturnedusaroundandgaveme

thecondom,weputitintogetherandIsquatted

downanddancedmyfatbootyonhim.Hisgripsand

moanswerejustmeremotivationthatIwasdoing

therightthingproperly.
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WhenweweredoneIrestedmybodyonhis,Ifelt

warmandwanted,lovedandsecurelysaferightthere

inhisembrace.

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"Idon'twannawastetime,yoursandminetoo"

Me:"meaning"

Him:"Iwannamarryyou"

Erh...thattookmebysurprisekeyaz.Ididn'tknow

whattosaytohim,whatifIbindmyselfndingekho

ready?ButwhatifIhurthisfeelings?

Him:"saysomething"

Me:"isn'tittooearlyforthat"?

Him:"butIloveyouandIwannamakeitofficial"

Me:"itisofficialalready,Iknowyoulovemeyoudon't



havetoproveittoanyoneelsebecauseI'm

convincedalready"

Him:"soyoudon'twannagetmarried"

Me:"Ido...butnotnow"

Him:"why?You'rematureenoughforme"

Me:"babe,I'mstillfinishingoffmyfirstyear,Imight

aswellbeanilliteratewifemos"

Him:"okayIgetyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyou,verymuch"

Me:"andwewillgetmarriedwhenwe'reboth

ready...Idon'twannadependonyoubutIwantusto

worktogether"

Him:"yesma'am"

Me:"goodboymymanslalekengok"

Him:"lalaKutatamntanam"

:)



HahaasmuchasIwantedtoarguelolastpart...I

darednot.ThiswasabeautifulmomentIwasn't

gonnaspoilit....Halfwaythroughoutthenight,his

phonekeptringing,Iturnedadeafearbutitjust

wouldn'tstopsoIstretchedmyhandandtook

it,checkedthecaller..-_-ndaybekapha.Shecalled

againndamvusathistimeonlycozIthoughtofu

Owe

Me:"nana"

Cwaka

Me:"baby"

Him:"mh"?

Me:"phone...Chuma"

Him:"mxm,sumhoya.Lalababe"

Iputthephonedownandtriedsleepingagain,this

damnedphonerangagain.Ididn'twannabenosyke

aphasogqibandifumaneisiqendusento

endingayaziyosojustputthephonenearhisear



waythatha

Him:"Chuma"

Her:"yhomtchanandsekakeni,Ineedyourhelp"

Him:"mmh"

Her:"Ntando"!!

Him:"huh"?

Her:"Ithinksomeoneisfollowingme,sinceekseni

manhayIworsekengokthissamecarthathasbeen

followingmearoundisstillfollowingmenangoku"

Him:"oh"

Her:"oh?Hewethukhawvuke"

Him:"ngubanxeshaChuma"

Her:"twentypastone"

Him:"mxmkhandyekendilaleinpeace"

Her:"plsNtandoI'mbeggingyou,whatifthesepeople

wannahurtme?myson?Ourson?I'mactuallyonmy

wayhomerightnowwhatiftheystrikemesendivule



negate"

Hemovedalilthentouchedmybacksomyguess

wasthathewantedtogetupsoImovedoffhim

ndalalanexttohimashesatup,feetonthefloor

Him:"hehChuma"?

Her:"takaOwentando"

Him:"uhambangobusuku,ulandelwezizithunzela

neziporhozakhoandthenyouexpectmetoappear

magicallywithaghostbuster"?

Her:"ohcummon,I'mdeadserious...worse

sendizofikaendlini"

Him:"ohsoufunandithini"?

Her:"haibona,dosomething,anything...pleaseevenif

youcomehereyourself,sothatwemayfeelsafe

ndiyakucelaIdon'twannagethomebeselaphaemva

kwamababantu"

Him:"pityI'minJo'burg"



Her:"ooooohhaybra...calloneofyourfriends

ke...please"

Him:"willsee"

ThenhehungupandcalledRanger

Range:"taBeast"

Him:"Ineedyoutobewideawakerightnow"

Range:"shoboss"

Him:"gotoChuma'shouse,waitforherbythe

gate,makesurethey'resafe"

Range:"shouldIgoalone"?

Him:"takeThrill"

Range:"okay"

Him:"callmewhenshe'sinsidethehouse"

Him:"shoboss"



Hehungup,lookedbackatmeandcametokissmy

shoulder.Iwassoundasleep...noamountofbaby

mammatacticswillruinmyjoyyet,maybewhenI'm

fullyliketrulylikeentirelycommittedtothis

relationshiptheirdramawillaffectme,Idon't

know,maybe.ButokwangokuIdon'twannaruin

thingswithmyinsecuritieshetoldmetotrusthim

andthat'swhatI'mdoing.

Him:"bae"?

Mna?Lelemnamtchanam.Hewalkedaroundand

finallywenttogetwaterdownstairs...Chumacalled

again

Her:"thankyou"

Him:"nowcanIsleep"?

Her:"yeahsure,enkosinyhani"

Him:"sure"



HehungupjustasRangerwascallinghim

Him:"Dankiesan"

Range:"sureboss,sowhatnow"?

Him:"youcangohome,butI'llneedyoutocheckon

mysontomorrowtheentireday.Fromwhathis

motherwassaying,they'renotsafeatall"

Range:"coulditbebraKillaagain"?

Him:"Idon'tknow...butIdoubt,itsstillearlyforhimto

avengeMasxole'sdeath"

Range:"buthewasthewingmansotheymight

wannatouchyouwhereithurtsmost"

Him:"thatmeansIhavetobeastepahead"

Range:"what'syourplan"

Him:"informtheguys,meetingFridayatthe

warehouse"

Range:"gotit"



Theyhungup...aftersometimeIfelthiscoldbody

rubbingontomine.ImovedaLilcozhewasreally

cold

Him:"nana"

Me:"mh,hm"

Him:"baby"

Me:"mh.hmnafondin"

Him:"howdoyousleepwhileI'mawake"?

Me:"tchin"

Ndabhekelandaphindandalala...Iwokeuppastfive

andI'msurendivusweyilaptopyakhebuttonsand

thetyping:othelightwasoffbuthewasreallybusy

there.Iwokeup,wenttothebathroomndabuyaehleli

onthebedwithoutnolaptop



Him:"morning"

Me:"morning..."

Him:"sleptwell"

Me:"yeah...what'sgoingon,withuChuma"

Him:"ohshewasbeingfollowed"

Me:"followed"

Him:"yeahbutbarightngoku"

Me:"kay"

Igotinbedndaphindandazamaulala.Hegotintoo,I

laymyheadonhischestndagqumathela

Him:"usharpbabe"?

Me:"maslale"

Him:"yourbodyisheatingup"

Me:"haveaheadachetoo"

Him:"mustbefever,weshouldgotothedoctor



ovukakwethu"

Me:"yho"

Him:"heeeekantiuyaphiumntuogulayo"?

Ididn'tanswerhim.Iwasn'tplaningto,anyway.
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Whenthesunwasup,hewokeupandwenttothe

pharmacy,boughtmefeverpillsonhiswaybackhe

wenttotheShisaNyama.WhenIwokeup,Irealized

thatIhadstartedmyperiodandthankGodIhad

broughtmytoiletriessoIwokeupandwenttobath

andgotdressedinPJs,madethebedandopened

thewindows.Iwentdownstairscravingfor

chocolateandsearchedthefridgeakhonixene

chokiphabuttherewasMilocereal:Datleastthat

woulddothejusticebuttheproblemis,Ican'treally

eatanythingwithmilkonmyfirstdayofmenstrual

cyclesoIjustboiledeggs,madeeggmayoonwhite

breadwithblackcoffee,wenttotheloungendatyela



pha.Iwasn'tgonnacallhim...

Myphonebeeped...messagefromLuke:Imissy'all.

Icalledhim

Him:"Lilsis"

Me:"Luu,how'sMumbai"?

Him:"greatbuylonely,how'sJo'burg"?

Me:"theusual,whenareyoureturning"?

Him:"nextweek...Ican'twait,I'mreallytiredofthis

place"

Ilaughedathim,IheardacardrivinginbutIdidn't

putmuchthoughtintoitsincethisplaceisfullof

students.Butthenafterafewminutessomeone

knocked

Me:"Igottago"

Him:"seeya"



Me:"ayt"

Ihungupandwenttoopen,therewasnoonebythe

door...Ilookedonthegroundandtherewasasmall

blackandgoldboxsoIpickeditupandwalkedback

insidelockingthedoor.Iopenedtheboxwithout

thinkingyouknow,I'mcuriousofcoz.WhenIopened

thelidtherewasanote:

"Becareful.Iknowyou.Iknowwhatyoudo.Iknow

whereyouare.Iknowhowtogetyou"

Okay...thatsoundedlikeathreat:/butIremovedthe

smallspongesoIcouldseewhatwasinsidethenI

sawabulletengravedBEASTinboldletters.I

panicked,closedtheboxandwenttocheckoutall

thewindows,closedthemandwenttositalonein

thatlounge,IwasafraidbutIcouldn'tcall

him...especiallywhenIdidn'tknowwherehewas.



Mybodyheatedupsofast...Iwasshiveringand

sweatingatthesametime.Iwentupstairsandtook

ashawlcoveringmybodywaitingforhimtocome...

Hewasn'tcomingtumanandIwasafraidtocall

himthenIheardanotherknock,Ididn'tmove.Again

itrepeatedbutIsatstillinsilence...Thenitwent

wentquiet,soIgotupandwenttopeepatthekey

opening,thereseemedtobenoonebutIwasstill

scaredIdidn'topen.MyphonerangIrantoit...

Me:"babeuphi"?

Him:"I'mwithVince,kudalauvukile"?

Me:"eerh...Uzobuyanini"?

Him:"inafewminutes,why"?

Me:"nothing"

Him:"babe"?

Me:"khawenzeubuyefondin"

Him:"oh-kay"



Ihungupandsatonthecouch,huggingmylegs.

Vincecalled

Me:"Vincent"

Him:"what'sgoingon"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"whatchumeanyoudon'tknow"

Me:"Ican'ttellyouonthephone"

Him:"sosomethingisup"

Me:"vincepls"

Ihungupkwangoko.

NdahlalawaitingforthisniqqatocomehomeIhad

mixedemotionsandmybodyheatwasreally

escalating,ndsalindenjalo(asIwaswaiting)Ihearda

keyopeningthedoor,myownfellonthefloorandhe

walkedin



Me:"thankGod"

Him:"baby,uright"?

Imethimhalfwayandhuggedhimsotight,he

brushedmybackassuringlyandthenIsweartoyou

Icried:'(Idon'treallygettoseealivebulletondaily

basisandIwasn'tsureifIcanstandseeingit

again,wellnotlikethisanyway

Him:"okay...calmdown,comelet'ssitdownthentell

mewhat'sgoingon...damnyou'rereallyheating"

Wesatdown,Ihuggedmylegsndathula...hewaited

andawaitedcabaifunandithethelewayandI

wantedtobutIwasafraid,whatifhegetshurt?What

ifwegethurttogether?

Him:"kwenzekanike"?

Me:"I...Someone...MxmIdon'tknow"



Him:"babe"

Me:"youhaveapresent...There"

Hefollowedmylook,gotupandcheckedoutthebox

then,Ilookedathimforresponsebutha.asana

akothuki(he'snotshocked)akanamsindo(he'snot

angry)hewasjustplainemotionlessIguessIcan't

reallyblamehimcozthisislikesecondnatureto

him

Him:"whenwasthisdelivered"?

Me:"Ididn'tchecktime...butnotsolongago"

HecalledMarc...

Marc:"Bigguy"

Him:"Polo,yougood"

Marc:"doper,sup"?



Him:"aseedwasdeliveredtomydoorstepacouple

ofminutesago"

Marc:"anonymous"

Him:"yes"

Marc:"okay,we'llgetdownonit

Him:"sho"

Marc:"whenareyoucomingback"?

Him:"tomorrowafternoon"

Marc:"sharp"

Hehungupandcametositdown...stillholdingthe

bullet,hetriedtouchingmeImovedawayhelooked

atmethenbackatthebullet

Him:"I'msorryyouhadtoseethis"

Ijustlookedahead



Him:"babe,thisisjustascaretactic.Ipromiseyou,I'll

neverletanythinghappentoyou"

Istillhadnothingtosay

Him:"I'mmoreworriedaboutthefeverthough"

Me:"Ineedsomepainkillers"

Him:"Iboughtyouthese"

Itookthepharmaceuticalbagandremoved

painkillersndaphakamandayozikhelelaamanzi(I

gotupandwenttodrinkwater)Idrankdownthree

insteadoftwothenIwentupstairs,gotinbedand

coveredmyself...maybewhenIwakeuphe'lljusttell

meIhadabaddreamandIwassleepwalking.
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Hewalkedinandsatdownonthebed

Him:"IneedyoutobelievemewhenIsayIwouldn't

letanythinghappentoyoubabe"



Iwasslowlydriftingoff...andIlovedthedrowsy

feelingofallofthesepills.

Him:"ItoldyouIleadaverydangerouslife,youcan

neverbereadyorprepareforthesethings.Youjust

havetoliveeachdaywithgratitudeifitendsinyour

favour.Baby"?

Iwasfastasleep...

Hepacedaround,tookhisphonesandlaptopthenhe

wentdownstairsstartedasatellitesearchlocating

allhismenandcommunicatingwiththem...WhenI

wokeup,myentirebodywasstilltired,Istillhada

lightheadachebutIwashungrytoosoIwalked

downstairs,passedhimandwenttothekitchen.

TherewasaMcDonaldsbox,Iignoreditandmadea

stirfrywithchickenliversandpasta.Hewalkedinas

Iwascooking



Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"canwetalk"

Me:"aren'twetalking"

Hetouchedmyarm,Ihadshiversmywholebodyand

Isweartoyouhefeltmybodystiffeningathistouch

wandijonga

Me:"I...I'msorry"

Him:"don't...Iunderstand"

IwasalmostdonewiththecookingsoIswitchedoff

thestoveandturnedtohim...ifdadwashereIswear

he'dhaveslappedmethrice,justforlovingthisguy

likeIdidandIperfectlyknewthathelovesmethe

samewayandevenmore.



Him:"plsdon'tbeafraidofme"

Me:"I'mnot,I'mmoreafraidofwhatcouldhappento

you"

Him:"I'mabigboybaby,don'tworryyourselfabout

me"

Ilookedathim,hekissedthebridgeonmynose

Him:"yourbrotheraskedyourwhereabouts"

Me:"Ihopeyoudidn'ttellhim"

Him:"Ididn't...Iknewyouwouldn'ttellhim"

Me:"yousavedusalotoftrouble,thanks"

Him:"nothankyou"

IturnedanddishedoutformyselfleavinghimthereI

wenttositinthelounge...hefollowedwithbottled

water



Him:"yourfeverisn'tdecreasing"

Me:"justyet...whattimeyouleaving"?

Him:"I'mnotsureifIstillcan"

Me:"no,no.Youpromisedyourmom,youhaveto

deliver,unlessyou'renotamanofyourword"

Him:"uyazbonaphofbaunjanikwawenakodwa

you'repushingmetogo,leavingyouinthisstate"

Me:"Icantakecareofmyself"

Him:"I'msure,butIwannatakecareofyou"

Me:"mxmkhawgodukeuyekumamakhoNtando"

Him:"yho,okayfinendivile"

Irolledmyeyesandcontinuedeating.

WhenIwasdonehetookmythingbacktothe

kitchen,IdrankthemedsandwatchedTV

Him:"helpmepack"

Me:"saypls"



Hesmiled

Him:"babeplscomehelpmepack"

Igotupandfollowedhimupstairs...westarted

packingsincokolanje.

Me:"andsaybaweliIchokibra"

Him:"we'llgetitonourwaytotheairport"

Me:"we'regoingtogether"?

Him:"awzondkhapha"?

Me:"ndibuyengantoni"?

Him:"I'llleaveyouthecar"

Me:"andI'llbecomeatarget,drivingyourcararound

Jo'burg...Nothanks"

Him:"okayI'llcallVinceahambenathiubuyengaye

ke"



Me:"kay"

Wecontinued..untileverythingwasinorder.

Me:"Ineedyoutopromisemeonething"

Him:"yoursoundserious"

Me:"mxmkhamamele"

Him:"ubossyfuthi"

Me:"whatever!Anyway,plspromisetocallmewhen

youreachhome,ImissSino"

Him:"Icandothat"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"don'tthankmejustyet...Istillhavealongflight

aheadofme"

Me:"itsonlyanhourlong,orlesser"

Him:"yeahwhatever"



Whenweweredonewelayonthebedtogether,very

close.

Him:"Ineedyoutopromisemeonething"

Me:"ohkay"

Him:"itthisfevercontinues,you'llgoseeadoctor"

Me:"promise"

Him:"goodgirl"

LolwasIsupposedtoanswerthat?

Me:"whatchuplanningtodowiththatbullet"?

Him:"don'tworryaboutthat,Ihaveitundercontrol"

Me:"you'renotansweringthequestion"

Him:"Idon'tplanongivingyouastraightforward

answerbabe"

Me:"fairenough"



Him:"itsforthebest"

Me:"mmh"

Hisphonerang...

Him:"Chuma"

Her:"Hiunjani"

Him:"ndirightwena"

Her:"I'mcool...Owewannaspeaktoyou"

Him:"givehimthephone"

Owe:"tata"

Him:"boy,what'sup"

Owe:"Imissyou"

Ncooĥ _̂

Him:"Imissyoutoochap,promiseI'llcomeseewhen



I'velanded"

Owe:"didyoutellmakhuluIwannavisitherforthe

holidays"?

Him:"nobutI'lltellhertonight"

Owe:"okayke...uzondphathelantonixaubuyatata"?

Him:"ufunantonikalokwena"?

Owe:"ndfunaIbicyclenerugbyball"

Him:"Icanbringtherugbyballbutyonaibicyclewill

havetowaituntilyou're13"

Owe:"yho...okaybyebye"

Him:"seeyouFridayLilman"

Owe:"yessir"

Her:"UthiuOweuyabuyaFriday"

Him:"so"?

Her:"well...IwaswonderingifIshouldpackfor

him,orsomething"

Him:"no,don'tpackI'lljustcomeseehimndimshiye"

Her:"ohokay,whattimewillthatbe"



Him:"bylunchtimeIthink"

Her:"okaysoIcanpreparelunchneh?You'lljoinus"

Him:"Chuma,usharp"?

Her:"yeahwhy"

Him:"you'reactingstrange...anywayforgetIsaid

anything,I'llsendGuddatofetchOwefromschool"

Her:"heeehaiboNtando"

Him:"sharp"

Hehungup....

InlessthanaminuteAnelisacalled:vlegendkele

intombazana

Him:"Anelisa"

Her:"molo,unjani"

Him:"uzondenzanbandinjani"

Her:"eeuw,you'rebitter...anyway,how'smybabygirl"



Him:"your"?

Her:"uSino,unjani.Imissher"

Him:"uSino?Uphi"?

Her:"haysundenzamuncuIknowsinoiswitchu"

Him:"uphambene,didyoubringhertome"?

Her:"Ileftheratyourflat"

Him:"whereinmyflat"?

Her:"haimanNtando"

Him:"sundphambanelawenauyeva?Sundqhela

Anelisa"

Her:"but...."

Him:"fokof"

Hehungup.

Me:"wasthatnecessary"?

Him:"don't"



Oooohkayo.O

...atleastChumadidn'tcauseanydrama.

[10/9,18:38]+27730692704:#114

Whenthetimeforhimtogoarrivedndivengeknock

kaVincent,hegotupandwenttoopenupforhimso

whenIheardtheirvoicesIgotupandpackedmy

ownthings,includingthemedsheboughtme.I

changedandworeblackskinnyjeanswiththewhite

Chucks,rippedtopandhoodieandazwhybutIreally

wasn'tfeelingwell.WhenIwasdoneIwent

downstairsfikebencokolaanddrinking

Vince:"heyyou"

Him:"nguCcwakhoKelo"

Me:"Vince"

Vince:"Ccwam?HaycummonBhuti"



Me:"don'tlistentohim"

Iwenttothekitchenandtookbottledwater

ndasela,returningbacktotheloungeandsatdown

nexttobae,leaningmyheadonhim...onhisshoulder

Vince:"mmmhsomeoneisfeelingsomehow"

Him:"uzolilaubabekwedini"

Vince:"shemightaswelljustcry...I'mhereforyou

ntwanayam"

Me:"mxm...babeuhambaninikanti"

Him:"I'mwaitingforMotocallmelasttimeIcalled

hewasstillintheCape"

Me:"kay"

Ikeptmymouthshutastheyconversedabouttheir

ownstuff,wellwhowouldbejumpingupanddown

withexcitementwhenherboyfriend'sleavingtown?

Hisphonebeeped



Him:"Mongezisefikile"

Vince:"thenweshouldgo...Treeeenaaaa"

Me:"yangxolamanVincent"

Vince:"nccoooh"

Heeeh!BavelabahlekabobabiniIfollowedasbae

wentupstairshetookallhisbagsdownandcame

backasItookmyownhehuggedmefrombehindin

silenceIbreathedinhisscent

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iknow,I'mjustgonnamissyou"

Him:"I'llstillcallyoueveryday,nothingwillchange"

Me:"kay"

IturnedandhuggedhimsotightthenIstrengthen

myself,ain'tgonnaslopearoundasifhe'sgoingto



Mozambiqueorsomething.

Me:"okaylover,let'sgo"

Him:"oh,justlikethat?Thoughtyouwerecryingjust

now"

Itookmybagsandwalkedout

Me:"tearswon'tstopyoufromgoing,so...Go

home,lemmealsogohome"

Ndamshiyaapho:vhefollowedandwewentto

Vincent'scarbaecametositwithmeatthebackas

Vincedroveustotheairport

Him:"rememberthepromise"

Me:''Iknowdad,I'llgotothedoctorifthefever

continues"

Him:"goodgirl...Iwannaleaveyouwithsomecash



butknowingyou,that'snotsuchagoodidea"

Me:"noI'mfine"

Him:"butI'lldoaninternettransfercozIcan'ttellyou

togotothedoctorwithoutgivingyou

something,uzoyangantonikulogqirhakengok"?

Me:"IthinkI'mbigenoughBUTitsnousearguing

aboutwhatwebothknowyou'lldoanyway"

Wearrivedeairportandhelpedhimwithhis

luggage...hehadaprivateconversationwithhis

brotherthenhecameandhuggedme.Wekissed...

Me:"mxmjustgo"

Hechuckled:v

Him:"I'llgo...justdon'tcallmeinanhourtellingme

you'remissingme"

Me:"I'mentitledtodothattchin"



Helaughed...wehuggedagainthenheleft.

Vincetookmehome...Luke'shouse.Hedroppedme

atthedoor

Him:"you'llbealright"

Me:"yeah,I'mcool.Thanks"

Him:"meantwhatIsaid,callmeifyouneedanything"

Me:"Idoubt..butthanksanyway"

Wehuggedandheleft,Iwalkedinsideandsearched

forIChoky:/likethere'snotevenoneplaceinthis

bighousethathasevensmartiesorm&mske?AyI

resortedincallingEveatleastshewasstillintown

orsomethingsinceshewasn'thome

Her:"aunty"

Me:"mommy,Ineedafavor"

Her:"aslongasIwon'tbekillingaperson,shout"



Me:"Ineedchocolate.Pls"

Her:"youneedchocolateoryouwantchocolate"?

Me:"Ineedit...I'vebeencravingitsinceyesterday"

Her:"whydidn'tyourmanbuyitforyou?I!mean,he

canaffordaLindtoraFerreroRocheright"?

Me:"mxm"

Her:"mxmyourself"

Ihungup:(Iwasn'tgonnacook.Iwasn'tgonnacall

NtandobutIhadtocallmybrother:Dfindouthow

juniorisdoing.

Him:"MissSmiththelastborn"

Me:"MrSmiththefirstborn,howareyou"?

Him:"I'mbusybusy,howareyou"?

Me:"I'mbored"

Him:"wellJuniorcoulduseafriend"

Me:"IhaveclassesonFridayandIdon'thaveenough



moneytoflytothecape"

Him:"wellIcouldorganizesomethingforyou"

Me:"okay...let'sseehownextweekgoesthenI'll

surelycome"

Him:"coolwithme,pullEvealong"

Me:"she'llcome...How'sthenewmommydoing"?

Him:"she'slovingeverymomentofthese

changes...I'mstilladjusting"

Me:"andyoushouldprioritizenow"

Him:"Iknow...So,youandthebigguy"

Me:"uh-oh"

Him:"nomandon'tbelikethat...Ijustwannaknow,is

hetreatingyouwell"?

Me:"sofarsogood"

Him:"didhetellyouabouthisbabymommas"?

Me:"yes,I'vemethiskidstoo"

Him:"wellbewarned,Chumaisstillhungonhim"

Me:"Inoticed,doyouthinkshe'sathreat"?



Him:"Idon'tknow...butI'veheardthatbabymommas

alwayshaveaspecialplaceespeciallyiftheyborea

niggahisfirstson"

Me:"ay...Idon'tknowhey"

Him:"wellyouchosethislife,youjustneeda

backbonenow,unlessyouwannaturnback"

Me:"youdon'tchooselove"

Him:"Iknow...lookatLizzy"

Me:"she'sgoodforyou,Iguess"

Him:"sheis...anyway,goodluck"

Me:"haha!Wow,thankyou.Neverthoughtyouwould

saythat"

Him:"I'mhappywhenyouare"

Me:"evenifmyhappinessmaycomewithdanger"?

Him:"we'reonthesamepath...thoughIwouldn't

havelikedittobe"

Me:"weare"?

Him:"nevermind"



Me:"hm,ayt...seeyou"

Him:"seeya"

Mmhkay...AfterthatcallIjustlazedinthathouse.
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MysistercanbackwithabatchofRoche:D,

chocolatemuffinflourandsheevenboughtmethat

lastnumberCudbaryslab:p

Me:"aah-huh!Allthingschocolate"

Her:"Idon'ttohearanythingaboutchocolate,here

takeyourthings"

Ikissedhercheekandtookmythings,wewenttothe

kitchenandbakedtogether,obviouslyshewasnosy

aboutmyrelationshipandIansweredallher

questionsimaneindihlekalewaimockingontheage

difference:v



Myphonerang...privatenumber

Me:"hello"

Her:"hi,whoamIspeakingto"?

Me:"whowereyoucalling"?

Her:"apersonbythenameTrina"

Me:"inperson,whoamIspeakingto"?

Her:"mxm,canyoujustgetmeoutofthefog,like

whatdoesachildlikeyouwantwithNtando?I

putsunanaenjengaweman,what?Isitthemoneyor

you'rejustattractedtothebadboys"?

IputthephoneonloudandlookedatEve

Me:"Idon'tunderstand"

Her:"Iknowyou,you'rethenewchickinhislife..wait

didIcallyouchick?Ohyeah,Imeanyou'rejustlike

intshontsholenkukubutwhatI'dliketounderstand

iswhyyou'rewithhim?Youshouldbefocusingon

yourstudiesnotonmen,especiallynotmenlike



Ntando,nextthingyou'llgetpregnantandthenwhat?

Ourchildrenwillbecomenonexistentbecausekalok

kukholekukuintshainencasa"

Me:"mh...Idon'tseehowthiswholethingaffects

you"

Her:"youdon'tandyouwon't,ngxakyakhoyou'retoo

gullibleuvumayonkintoaythethayo...You'rejustlike

therestofthemyouknow,goingaroundsleeping

withmenwhodon'tevenloveyou,whoarewaaaay

aboveyourlevelthenyouthinkyou'vearrived"

Eve:"youneedaglassofwatermydear,you'reso

bitter"

Her:"I'mnotbitter,I'mjustconcerned...wherewill

yourlifeend?Asamatteroffact,howwillitend"?

Me:"again,Idon'tunderstandhoweventhatone

affectsyoucozthat'sformetobeworriedaboutnot

you"

Her:"you'reasstubbornastheycomehuh"?

Me:"Chumaweh,youexpectedmetojustkissyour

feetandsayyesma'am"?



Her:"I'mnotChu-"

Me:"I'msureyou'renot,butanywaytakethismy

dear...seeyoulovedNtandoright?Ohwait,Imeant

youloveNtandobutthenyoucouldn'tstomachthe

truthwhenitfacedyou.Youwantedtomakehim

princecharming,theknightinshiningarmor

..everythingthathewasn'tsoinsteadyouchoseto

runawayliketheprodigalson,pityyouhadason

already.Thesamesonyou'reusingtogettohim,to

gethisattention"

Her:"I'mnotusingmysontodoanything,don'tyou

dareinvolvemysoninthisconversation"

Eve:"ohsonowyou'vebecomeChumainwhat?A

minute"?

Me:"anyway,whenAnelisacamealongyoudidn't

carebecauseyouknewshewouldn'tlast,amIright?

Urghdon'tanswerthat...butnowthatyou'veheard

fromyourfriendsandyourbelovedsonwhatkinda

personIam..nowyoufeelthreatenedbecauseyou're

asmartass,youknowagoodthingwhenyouseeit"

Her:"there'snothinggoodinyourrelationshipwitha



manwhohastwokidswithdifferentmothers"

Eve:"atleasthedon'thaveaidsorsomeincurable

disease"

Her:"whatdidhepromiseyou,acar?Mansion?To

payyourfees?Ohyes,hemustbepayingyour

fees...he'sagoodmanwithagoodheartsothat's

whyyou'resogullibleyouthinkhelovesyoujustcoz

he'spayingyourfees?Babygirlyouneedtogrowup

becauseyou'rejustacharitycasekuye.Nothing

more"

Me:"sowhatyou'retellingmeisthatthehouseyou

livein,thecaryou'redriving,yourschoolfeesand

mostprobablythejobyouhave...hegavethemto

you?Girl,doyouknowthewordindependence"?

Her:"Idon'tgetmentopaymybillsoranythingelse

forthatmatter"

Eve:"talkingaboutgrowingup...Ithinkitstimeyoudo

thatyouknow,cozrightnowyousoundlikeanaive

teenagerwhojustlostherfirstboyfriendtosome

cougar"

:vIwantedtolaughsobad...Ididn'texpectthatone



Her:"I'mwarningyou...stayawayfromNtando,ifyou

knowwhat'sbestforyou,stayawayfromhim"

Eve:"orwhat"

Her:"don'ttrymelittlegirl"

Me:"isheyourfirstlove"?

Her:"amIsupposedtoanswerthat"?

Me:"wellIwastoldthatyou'rehunguponhimso

badsoIthought,heisyourfirstyouknow...your

attituderightnowexplainsitsowell,dontworryits

mostlyunderstandablebutitsapityyouwerenothis

firstandyoudidn'tevenstickaroundtobehislast

ohwait,wecan'treallypredictthefuturebutweboth

knowyou'renothiscurrent"

Her:"ifIwantedNtandoIpromiseyouIwould'vehad

himbynow,Idon'twanthim"

Me:"butyouneedhim..eyIknowcapeTownweather

canbesocruelyouknow,ikwenzeucingeizdala

zakhoNontombi"

Her:"elihasheukhwelekulolizokuwisamntanam"



Me:"Iknow,that'swhyIdon'trunwithit,ndiyalicenga

mfaz"

Eve:"eerh..Lilgirl,wewerekindabusyso,canwejust

getbacktowork.Weain'tgottimetonurseyour

patheticego"

Her:"we?AmInottalkingtoTrinakanti"?

Eve:"you'resuchadumbassyouknow,youcan't

evenhearthattherearetwodifferentvoicesher?No

wonder"

Her:"what?Mxmfuckoff,bothofyou"

Eve:"youdon'twantthat..Imeanprettysoon,she'llbe

fuckinghimoff,gettingsweatyandandwetbutyou'll

bealoneinabigcoldbedsomindyourtongue,don't

tellustofuckoff"

Her:"prettysoon?Thatmeansyoudon'tlive

around,butIthoughtyoulivehereinCapeTown"

Me:"ngxakiyakhoumuncu"

Eve:"nowyoufuckyourselfoff"



Wehungup...Lolandpretendedlikeweneverhad

thatcall.WebakedsagqibaIwaseatingmyRoche

ontheside,itmeltednicelyonmytongueleaving

thatnuttocrunch.Whenweweredonewewent

downstairsIhelpedherwithherassignment,weate

ourmuffinssadlalaIPSandshewasbeatingmelike

nobodysbusiness:'(IcanplayagainstMarcorLuke

andwin,fairsquarebutEve?Yhowafundiswakak'hle

nguBensanasheknowsherstuff.

Lwandocametoseeher...

Sheleftandwenttohiscaroutside,songonwabi

ngoba?Umntuwendluakekhomos>_<baby

called,ngathuyevabandishiywendedwakulendluas

muchasIwashappywhenIsawhiscall...whenI

pickedup,mymoodimmediatelychanged

Me:"low"

Him:"Imissyou"

Me:"uright"



Him:"I'mserious"

Me:"soamI"

Him:"ohkay,whatdidIdo"?

Me:"howamIsupposedtoknow"?

Him:"thenwhyndiphoxwakangaka"?

Me:"sektheningokndifounelwangooChumabakho"?

Him:"wait,shecalledyou"?

Me:"awphendulimbuzongombuzo"

Him:"andiyazkalokubabyI'mnotevenintheCape

nje"

Me:"I'mnoplaygroundkemnake"

Him:"Iknowthat...babewhyyoulashingoutonmeI

didn'tgiveheryournumber"

Me:"wellsomeonedid"

Him:"injaniIfever"?

-_-

Me:"iright"



Him:"haveyoustoppedheating?Youdrinkingthe

meds"

Me:"youdoknowitsnotbeenuptoeventhreedays

oraweeksinceyouleftright"?

Him:"awphendulimbuzo"

Me:''ewendiyawasela"

Him:"good.I'llcallyoubacklater"

Hehungup:/wellguessthat'swhatyougetwhen

beingadramaqueenfornonsense.Itookmy

phonesandwentupstairs,wenttothebathroomto

changedthesanitarytowelthenndayolala,justan

afternoonnapwethuandndalalanyhani...WhenI

wokeup,itwaslate...verylate.Ijustchangedinto

PJsandwentbackdownstairsEvewascuddledwith

LD:/onthecouchwatchingsomechickflick,lolI

justpassedwithoutinterferingItookthreemuffins

andmadecoffeethenIwalkedbacktomyroom

ndatyelapha.Itookmyfirstphonetocheck

messagesbuttherewerenone,onlytwofrom

Ntandoonthenewphone.Mymoodwaslighter:D



soIcalledhim,andIwashopingtospeaktoSino

Him:"S'bongile"

Thatbummedmestraight:/

Me:"missedcalls"

Him:"wait(hecallssinoonthebackground)"

Her:"mama"

_̂̂

Me:"heeeey,unjani"?

Her:"phililenjanwena"

Me:"phililenam"

Her:"yakhumbulamama"

Me:"ndakukhumbulanam,kumandiemonti"?

Her:"e.emakhuluuphekainyama"

Me:"mmh,uyayaeskolweni"?

Her:"eweuthiumissndilatemna"

Me:"myekeumissevha"?



Her:"okay...grannysaysyoumustcome"

Me:"yho,mxelelezoza"

Lolsheanswersherthengetsbacktome

Her:"mama,uthiutatathengelwenguwempahlaze

krismesi"

Me:"hesaidso"?

Her:"yes...thankyou"

Me:"you'rewelcomemylove"

Her:"byebye"

Me:"byebyesisi"

Her:"inatatakalok..."

LolIhungup:D

Hecalledagain

Me:"hi"



Him:"whydidyouhangup"?

Me:"IthoughtI'mdonetalkingkalok"

Him:"heh!Whatyoubusywith"?

Me:"I'meating,wena"?

Him:"cooking,utyantoni"

Me:"chocolatemuffinsnekofu"

Him:"yhoIforgotyourchocolatebabe"

Me:"Eveundthengeledon'tstress,whyyoucooking

thistime"?

Him:"mamauthiubawelaamarhewusoI'mhelping

cookisidudu"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatthatis,butitmustbenice"

Him:"mageu,homemade"

Me:"ohkay..goodnight"

Him:"uyalala"?

Me:"yeahIhaveclassksasa"

Him:"sure,loveyou"



Me:"loveyoumore"

Wehungup.
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WhenIwasdoneeatingIjustputthecupsnextto

mybedndalalahopingthathe'llcallmeagain...I

sleptagain,amazinglyIhadlotsofdrowsiness

enoughtomakemesleepagain.

Whentheclockstrikemidnighttheinsomnia

attackedmesobadIgotboredandwentdownstairs

withmyphoneandsearchedforfood:'(Islepton

muffinsforheavenssakeIwasreallyhungryshame.

Ifoundthreepiecesofpizza,Steersburgerandlots

of"Evegoodies"inthefridgesoItookthepizzaand

drinkndayotyelaeloungendakhangelaiichipsne

biscuitsndanqamfuzamnaknowingEveisgonna

sweartheshitouttameinthemorning.Iswitched

ontheTVndakhendabukela



IgotevenmoreboredIcalledbae

Him:"babe"

Me:"youdon'tsoundlikeyou'vebeensleeping"

Him:"that'scozIwasn't"

Me:"wenzan"

Him:"eerh,I'mworking.Whyareyounotsleeping"?

Me:"Idon'thaveanysleep"

Him:"mh,firstnightbyyourselfandyoucan'tsleep?

Hayuyak'thandaukuthinca"

Me:"ukuthincakuwe?Uyadlala"?

Him:"oh,besidesmeuthincaKubanongomnye"?

Me:"wouldn'tyouliketoknow"

Him:"hehustrongo"

Me:"mxmyazbabeandikukhumbulishame"

Him:"Iknowyaz...cozthewayI'mbusywith,the

thingsandpeopleI'mbusywith,Ialsodon'tmiss

you"



Me:''hayyand'gulelatchin,awnantloni"

:v

Heburstoutlaughing..Iwasjealous.YesI'mvery

possessivemntakamah.Tchin.

Him:"ndiyakuthandayaz"

Me:"I'llbeinCTnextweek..."

Him:"youwill"

Me:"butIwon'tbeabletocometoyou,ndiyaKuLizzy

babe"

Him:"obviouslyndizokubona"

Me:"brieflyyesandyoubetterbegoodcozI'llbe

comingwithEve"

Him:"shelikesme"

Me:"you'resoconfident"

Him:"andI'mgladI'llbeseeingyouverysooncoz

mnabendizozanextmontheJo'burg"

Me:"wow"



Helaughedthenabruptlystopped,Iheardgunshots

andshouts

Him:"babyIhavetogoneh"

Me:"what'sgoingon"?

Him:"eerh...I'llcallyouksasalove"

Me:"NtandouphiwhyamIhearinggunshots"?

Someonesaidsomethingonthebackground

waphendulawathiokay

Him:"Iloveyou,later"

Me:"bu-"

Hungup.

WellhedidsayhewasbusysoIcan'treallyblame

himnorbesurprisedanditshislife,injeyana

OkaysoasuneasyasIwaswithwhatIheardonhis



backgroundIdidn'tcallhimbackcozIthoughtzobe

ndiyamphazamisaandendupdistractinghimso

ndazicengandahlalaandwatchedmoviesuntilI

eventuallyfellasleeponthecouchonlywakingupin

themorningalmostlaterthanthetimeIas

supposedtowakeup.Iwenttobathandgot

dressedeversoquicklyrushingtime,ItooktheGTi

andcalledbaeonmawaytoclass,Itriedumpteenth

timebutinvainsoIjustattendedmylecturesand

proceededtotheShisaNyamatoseeVincebutstill

callinghisbrotherhaysanaitshoepalinisoasI

reachedtheShisaNyamaIwalkedoutandwentin....

IsawVincebusyaheadbutwhenIsawLibocoming

towardswhereIwasplanningtost,withamenu,I

prayedtoGodangakulingeandichukumisecozI

reallywasn'tinthemoodtoentertainher,nottoday.

Isatdown,shecametome,putdownthemenu.

Her:"hi,unjani"

Me:"celaaglassofmangojuice,andVincentpls"



Her:"TrinaIwanna-"

Me:"plsLibo,Idon'thavetheenergy"

Her:"Ijustwannaapologize"

Ijustturnedbackandwalkedouttomycar,Icould

hearhersayingsomethingbutmyheadwasjustnot

accommodativetoanythingthatmoment.WhenI

reachedthecarVincecamerunning,Ijuststartedthe

caranddrovehomendafikandalalaendlinibehla

futhinobuthongo,lolyabaziubuthongobestress?

Yilontoke.

YaphelaiminiyaFridaywithoutanythingfrombae...

OnSaturdaymorningEvecametowakemeup

sayingIhaveavisitorsoIdraggedmyfeettothe

loungenotevencheckingmyfaceandtherewas

Vinceepholengemindwithacupofcoffeeand

muffinsinfrontofhim

Me:"molo"



Him:"goodmorning,youlookbad"

Me:"duh"

Him:"sounjani"?

Evewalkedin

Her:"babe...I'mgoingout,Idon'tknowifnilbeback"

Me:"holleratLD"

Her:"willdo"

Sheleft

Me:''ndirightwenaunjani"

Him:"I'mokay...sowhatchudoingtoday"

Me:"stayinbedallday"

Him:"haibo,why?Nobreathernoshopping"?

Me:"Idon'twannashopman"



Him:"youokay"?

Me:"I'mfine"

Him:"whenagirlsaysshe'sfineitactuallymeans

she'snot"

Me:"patheticquotes"

Him:"you'rereallynotokay,sowhat'sup"

Iwalkedouttothekitchenandmademyselfcoffee

ndabuyaesahlelioneplace

Me:"don'tyouhavetobeatworkorsomething"

Him:"nope,IcametoseeyouandIseenowIhaveto

takeyouout"

Me:"Idon'twannagoout"

Him:"andfunisikuwe,youneedtheretailtherapy"

Me:"Vincekhayeketana"

Him:"gobath,getbeautifulandlet'sgo"



Ipushedmyselfbackupstairsandshowered,worea

redjumpsuitwithwhiteandgoldsandalsndahamba.

WegotinhiscaranddrovetoSandtonfirsttoa

salontodomyhairthentotheshoppingmallImust

confessIwentbeserkontheshopping:vanditwas

helpingqha...

Me:"howdoesLibofeelaboutthis"

Him:"Idon'tconsultLibobeforeIdoanything"

Me:"attitudeyakhoyeyegintsa"

Him:"aylahlekangamos"

Me:"itsnotagoodthing,she'syourgirlfrienddon't

belittleherngam"

Hedidn'tanswermebuttheshoppingcontinued.

[10/9,18:39]+27730692704:#117

Wewentshoppingformostofthedaythenwesatat

aneaterysatya



Him:"sowhatgotyousoupset"

Me:"whosaidanythingaboutmebeingupset"

Him:"Iknowyouare,Idon'twannaknowwhat

happenedbetweenyouandLibobutIknowwhatI

saw"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyousawandIdon'treally

wannaknow"

Him:"brushthataside,tellmewhat'seatingyou"

Iatemyfoodandafteracouplemorechewingsand

swallowingIdecidedtoanswerhim

Me:"Ican'treachyourbrotheronphone"

Him:"he'sbusyman"

Me:"howdoyouknow"?

Him:"hecalledearlier..."

Me:"oh"



Okay...thatdidn'tjustbummebutitkilledmedead

dieandburiedsixfeetundertaker:v:vhowdoeshe

callhisbrotherandnotevenrespondtomycalls?

Ezingakaeven.

Me:"mxmndihluthi"

Him:"don'tbelikethatnow,uzokfounelawhenhehas

achanceebefunaiidirectionskumthatisit"

Me:"Idon'tcare"

Him:"Ishouldn'thavetoldyouthat"

Me:"mxm,plstakemehome"

Hegotupsighingthenwewenttotheasheroveme

home.IsweartoyouIwassadno,notangry.I

wantedtocryyabo.Yazuthandaumntuandyou

knowhelovesyoutoobutyoucan'tgetbetweenhim

andhispriorities...prioritiesthatverymuchexclude

youbecausetheyarehimasawhole,youknowyou

can'taskhimtochoose.Evenifyoudid,youwould



loosethatbattle...Ifeltexactlylikethat,apriority

thatwouldn'twinthisbattle,notbyanychance.As

soonaswereachedhomeIgotoutandleftVincein

hiscar...hedroveaway,Iwalkedinsideandclosed

thedoorsnotlockingthem,passingatthefridgewith

atuboficecreamndayohlalaeloungeeatingfrom

thetub

Itriedcallinghimagainbutstillinvanityupon

vanity...InsteadKericalledandIwasclosetobeing

amessalreadycozxayonkelantothatIreadupon

theinternetibuyabacksozeuberighttu.

Me:"hello"

Her:"hey,whyyousoundingsodown"?

Me:"nothing,howareyou"?

Her:"I'mgreat,wishIcouldsatthesameaboutyou"

Me:"I'mfine"

Her:"whatdidhedotoyou"?



Me:"who?Nothing"

Her:"Iknowyou'reupset,tellyourbigsiswhat'she

donetoyouthatgotyousoupset"

Ibreathedinlookingup,youknowthatthingyoudo

whenyoutrynastoptears,whenyoudon'treally

wannacry.

Me:"Ican'treachhimonphone"

Her:"haveyoutriedeverything"

Me:"yes"

Her:"maybehe'sbusy,I'msurehe'llgetbacktoyou"

Me:"buthecalledhisbrother"

Her:"couldhavebeensomethingimportantbabygirl

don'tworryaboutit"

Me:"I'msupposedtobeimportanttooyouknow?But

no,hechoosestoignoremycallsandcallshis

brotherinstead"?



Her:"waitalittlewhilelonger"

Me:"itsnotlikeIhaveanyotherchoice"

Wespokesomemorethensaidourgoodbyes

ndahlalamnaemlindweniwentombiezilishumi.

Iwaitedandwaitedmntakababaha.aumfana

akatshotu.Saturdaywaphelandayolalangexesha

lolalaSundayndavukaekuseniwantingtogoto

churchsoIwenttoeat,andbathedthenIjust

cleanedthehouseeventhoughitwasn'tdirtythenI

wenttosearchforclothestowearesontweni.I

ironedanorangedresstookoutpeachplatform

heelsandapeachandgoldclutchbagobviously

withgoldjewelrythenIwenttomakemyselfcereal

withdriedfruits,tookthecarkeysandwentto

Vince'schurchIneededthebreak.Theservicewas

greatthoughandVincewasshockedwhenhesaw

mebutshockedinagoodwayIguesscozafter

churchasIwenttomycarhecameforthanstood

rightinfrontofme



Him:"hey...soyouwerejustgonnagohomewithout

ahiorsomething"

Me:"eerh...I'minahurryman,sorry"

Him:"hurry?Kodwauyohlalawedwaendlini"

Me:"mh,khayekeman"

Him:"let'shavelunch,nothingfancy"

Me:"where"?

Him:"mywork"

Me:"ha.asozendiziseKuLibhongomna"

Him:"she'sharmless"

Me:"IknowbutIcan'tdealwithherrightnow"

Him:"okay...PickaplacethenI'llbethere"

Thiswassoooconvincingbutasa

woman,okay,youngwoman,thisdidn'tfeelrightatall

takingawholedayshoppingwithsomeone's

boyfriendandthenhavinglunchwithhimthe



followingday?IwouldbelividifuNtandoangenza

lontoIswear,kalokifhe'smyboyfriendhe's

supposedtospendmoretimewithmenotwith

someoneelse'swoman.

Me:"let'stakearaincheck"

Him:"why"?

Me:"youwouldn'tunderstand"

Him:"thenexplainittome"

Me:"nope,goodbye"

Ikissedhischeekandlefthim,gotinthecar

ndagoduka.FikaendlinindakhululandanxibaiiPJs

zamandmadefoodformyselfndayohlalaonthe

couchwatchingcartoons.Intheeveningofthat

Sundaymyphonerang...

Me:"hi"

Him:"babe,unjani"



Me:"ndirightwena"

Him:"sharp...yousounddown"

Me:"maybeitsbecauseIamsittingdown"

Him:"noImeanemotionallydown"

Me:"Iwouldn'tknowaboutthat"

Him:"baby"

Me:"ntoni"?

Him:"oh-kay...you'veneveransweredmelikethat

before"

Me:"wastheresomethingspecificforthiscall

maybe"?

Him:"haiboS'bongile"

Me:"what"?

Him:"okay...you'reupsetIgetthatandI'msorry"

Me:"forwhatexactly"?

Him:"everything,ndceluxolonyhansthandwasam"

Me:"mmh"



Him:"Sbongile"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"cummonnow,talktome"

Me:"aboutwhatexactly?Ntonlefunekandiythethile

nawe"?

Him:"thisangeryouhaverightnow"

Me:"Ntandoyou'rereallyobliviousyouknow"

Him:"whathaveIdonenow"?

Me:"heheyou'rekidding"

Him:"baby"

Me:"whenlastdidyoutalktome?U"baby"wakho

webhongoke"?

Him:"butbabyI'vebeenbusyyouknowhowbu-"

Me:"twofulldays?Toobusyforyourowngirlfriend"?

Him:"Ndcelauunderstand'ethatmylifeisnotjust

somethingIcanturnaroundanymomentIfeellike.I

liveontheroad,hustlingsoitsnotveryeasyto

adjust"



Me:"Isee.Thisconversationisover"

Ihungup.

Ihadthislumpinmythroat,Itriedswallowinga

coupleoftimeshaysanakunntakazavelazehla

iinyembezindalila.Ndines'ngqalabuthonestlyIdon't

knowwhyIwaslikethatcozIknowandstillknew

howmuchhe'sdedicatedtohislineoflivingandto

hispeoplesoIcouldn'treallycompetewiththat...

ButnonethelessIstillneededmyownattentionbo!
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HekeptoncallingandIignoredhiscallsuntil

Mondaymorningwhenhecalledonmywayto

school,Iwasalreadyattheparkinglotparkingmy

car,whenitwasparkedIgotoutandtookmythings

asIansweredhiscallandwalkedtoclass

Me:"hello"

Him:"Idon'tlikelentoyenzekayophakathikwethu"



Me:"Iamgoodthankswena"

Him:"ndiserious"

Me:"andIsleptverywellthanksforasking"

Hesighed...Icouldpeopleonhisbackground

Him:"baby"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"pls"

Me:"plswhat"?

Him:"canwejustresolvethisthingandmoveon,I'm

reallylosingfocushere"

Me:"andwho'stoblameforthat"

Him:"babyman"

Me:"ndizobalateforclasskesana"

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iknowthat"



Him:"andIneedyoutotrustme"

Me:"youknowIdo"

Him:"thenwhybeangrywhenyoucan'treachmeon

phone"?

Me:"youneedtoaskmotherGooglewhygirlsfeel

thewaytheyfeelwhentheirsupposedmendon't

maketimeforthemwhentheyneedthemto"

Him:"yhohay"

Me:"bye"

Hehungup...Iattendedmyclassamdmetasecond

yearstudentbythenameKabelo

Him:"hi"

Me:"hi"

Iwalkedbrisklyinfrontofhim,heuppedhispaceand

followedmeuntilwewalkedsidebyside



Him:"thenameisKabelobuteveryonecallsme

KB,I'dliketoknowyours,I'veseenyouatthefields"

Me:"oh...Myname'sTrinaSmith"

Him:"youplayverygoodsport"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"Iknowthiswillsoundsomewhatabsurd

but,areyoubyanychancerelatedtoanEvelyn

Smith"?

Me:"she'smysister,howdoyouknowher"

Him:"ohwow,we'vebeenfriendssinceayearago"

Me:"ohokay,Igottarunthough,itwasnicemeeting

you"

Him:"I'dhopewe'llmeetagain"

Me:"hopefully"

ThenIgotinsidemycarthenIwenthome,Ihad

nowhereelsetogotobesideshome.



WhenIreachedhome,MarcuswasthereactuallyI

sawhiscarevenbeforeIsawhim,Iwalkedinsidea

bitconcerned:/

Me:"erhhello"

Him:"lookwho'shere,heybabygirlhowareyou"

Me:"hungry...howareyou,youlookgreatbro"

Him:"thankyou"

WehuggedIsatdownandremovedmyshoes

puttingmyfeetonthecouch

Me:"sowhat'sup"?

Him:"Icametofetchyou"

Me:"oh...okay"

Him:"youhaven'tchangedyourmindnowhaveyou"?

Me:"nonono,butIhavetobebackThursday



evening,IhaveapresentationonFriday"

Him:"noproblem"

Lukewalkedin:D

Him:"heeey"

Iturnedandscreamed,gotupandhuggedhimso

tight...Evewalkedinallpackedandready

Me:"duuude!Whendidyoucomeback"?

Him:"thismorning,you'reglowing"

Me:"ahthanksman"

Him:"sowhathavey'allbeenuptoinmyabsence"

Eve:"nothing"

Sajonganasahleka...itwasnicehavingeveryone



underoneroofexceptforKeri'ssituationis

understandable.Wespenttherestoftheday

chattingthenIreceivedacallfromVince

Me:"hello"

Him:"hey,didn'tseeyouatcampustoday"

Me:"ohIleftimmediatelyafterclass"

Him:"butyou'reokay"?

Me:"yeahI'mfinethanksforasking"

Him:"aytlater"

Me:"sharp"

-

Luu:"soy'allareleavingmebehind,justafterI've

landed"

Eve:"blameyourbigbro"

Luu:"mmmh"

LolIranupstairstopackjustafewclothingitemsin



aminisportsbagndahambandayezantsiandjoined

mysiblingsaswegotinto!Marcuscarsayeairport

andIspottedthejetatadistance,sozeungazazi

iizintozikababewakhonobakuthwani,wegotinMo

tookustotheCape.
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Immediatelywhenwelandedbaecalledndajonga

abantakwethundabhekelaandpickedup

Me:"uhm,hi"

Him:"babeuright"

Me:"ndirightwena"

Him:"hayandikhorighttufondin"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"Iknowyou'velandedcanyouatleastfindagap

sowecantalk"

Me:"Idon'tthinkIcanfindittoday"



Him:"yhobabeandsakukhumbuli"

:'(

Me:"wishIcouldbelievethat"

Him:"haibo,what'sthatsupposedtomean"

Me:"nothing"

Him:"Sibongilendiyakuthandamfethu"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"butyoudon'tactlikeit"

Me:"butIknow,isn'tthatwhat'simportant"

Him:"that'sgood...plsinformmewhenyouhavea

chanceke"

Me:"kay"

Ihungupjustaswegotinthecar,Marcdrivingus

home.Fikandathathaujuniorkuqalandadlalanaye

_̂̂ascuteasLilBooboois.Iwasreallyfallingin

lovewithkidsshame,theyhaveasenseofhumoring



meandmakemefeellikeababymyself.Itookhim

andwelayonthegroundelounge...Evewas

cookingwithLiz,Marcwalkedinandsatatacouch

acrossuswatchinguswithasmile

Him:"Iseeyou'refondofbabies"

Me:"nope,babiesarefondofmebro"

Him:"mh...sotellmewh-"

Lizwalkedinandstoodbytheentrance

Her:"Youknowyouhaveameetingwiththegentsin

about25minutes,right"?

Him:"erh...Isitthatlate"?

Her:"yep!Thrillercalledtoconfirm"

Him:"ohokay...erh,canyouplspassmethebusiness

phoneIneedtomakeaphonecall"



Shewenttotheirroomandreturnedwithhisother

phone...hecalledhisboss

Beast:"Polo"

Him:"King,Ialmostforgotaboutourmeeting"

Beast:"ohthat...Ihopeyou'reokaywiththe

arrangements"

Him:"nonoI'mokay,Iwasjustremindingyou"

Beast:"dankiemasêkind,butIwon'tbethereright

awayI'mstillbusywithsomething"

Him:"ohkay...shouldIleadorRangeriscoming"?

Beast:"lead,Rangeriswithme"

Him:"okaythen"

Beast:"sharp"

Hehungup...

Him:"Tee"



Me:"mh"?

Him:"plstakeJuniortohisnursery...I'llhelpyouclear

upthelounge"

Liz:"whynotusethepoolside...wecan'treallybe

expectedtosuffocateinsidearoominthishot

weather"

Him:"Ohokay,willyoupreparetheplace"?

Liz:"whatareyoudoing"?

Him:"erhm...Assebliefmyliefde"

Liz:"I'mbusy,anddon'teventhinkaboutEveshe's

busytoo"

Me:"meandJrarebusydoingyogasoplssir"

Lolheshookhisheadandwenttopreparethetable

nearthepool,mypanicwasseeingBeastkesana.

Whenthecarsdrovein,ItookJrtothenursery

sahlalaphayaforalongtimeevenukutyakwam

mdikutyelephaya...thenurseryhadaperfectviewof



thepoolsoIcouldseewhatorwhowashereand

whowasn'tandsofarbaehadn'tarrived:)thatwas

arelief.Theirmeetingcontinueduntillate,weslept

noJrsavukahayIwalkeddownthestairsafter

changinghim,therewasEvewalkingoutwith

cocktailglassesbutnooneelsewasintheroom.I

madeJrhismilkbottleandscoopedicecreamfor

myselfsayohlalaelounge-_-,Guddacameoutofthe

studyoureyeslocked

Him:"Heyyou"

Me:"Gudda"

Him:"youlookgood"

Me:"thanks"

Him:"canIaskyousomething,thoughIknow

perfectlywellthatitsnoneofmybusiness"

Me:"I'msureyou'llaskanyway"

Him:"whatdidyouseekwiKing?Like,thereareso

manyhandsomemenouttherewhomyoucould

havedatedbutyouchosehimanyway"?



Me:"ohnowIknowwhatyoumeantwhenyousaid

itsnoneofyourbusiness"

Him:"don'tgetmewrongneh,he'smybossandI

knowhe'sgotallthemoneyonecanimaginebutyou

don'tstrikemelikethetypewho'saftermoney"

Me:"Idon'treallyhavetoexplainmyselftoyou

though"

Him:"true"

Me:"thenthisconversationisover"

Him:"I'msorryifIoffendedyou"

Ikeptmymouthshutandatemyicecream,Jrwas

closetofinishinghisbottle.Evecameinallexcited...

Her:"Treeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnaaaa"

Me:"you'rescaringthechildyoumoron"

Shegiggledandcameneareralmostspeakingina



whisper

Her:"yourman....Chocolatemousse"

Me:"he'shere"?

Her:"duh!Damn,IthinkIneedmyselfagangsta

shame"

Me:"hah!IwishLDwouldhearyousaythat"

IwasuneasykengokcozwhenIcamedownI

thoughttheymightmaybebegonebynow.

Her:"youwhatmakeshimevenmoreeatable?His

obsessionwithblack"

Me:"EvelynSmith,youdoknowyou'retalkingabout

someone'sboyfriendright"

Her:"dangerousboyfriendyoumean"

Hahathere'snoarguingwiththispersonthough...



Rangerwalkedin

Me:"where'sLizzy"?

Her:"outside"

Hecametowardsus

Him:"Trina"

Me:"hi"

Him:"Ihaveamessagefromtheking"

Me:"oh"

Him:"canwespeakinprivate"

Evewalkedoutsidesmilingandhumming

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"hesaysyoumustmeethimjustbeforeyougo



tobed"

Me:"tellhimI'llsee"

Him:"itsquiteurgent"

Me:"myanswerstillstands"

Him:"okay"

Heturnedandleft...tchiuNtando,kantididn'thesayI

mustcallhimwhenIhaveachance?Ijikephilonto

ngoku?Mxm.
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IcontinuedplayingwithJunior,myphone

rang...privatenumber

Me:"Hello"

Her:"Trina"

Me:"that'sright"

Her:"hewethu,uphiumntanam"



Me:"mntanakho"?

Her:"yes,Iwantmychild"

Me:"I'msoconfusedrightnow"

Her:"whereisSino"?

Me:"oh,Anelisa"

Her:"that'sright...nowtellmewhereyourmantook

mychildcozIknowhehashim.Idon'twannaact

irrationallyhere,let'sworktogether"

Me:"worktogetherwithwho"?

Her:"youknowIcanlaychargesagainstyoutwo"

Me:"you'rejustbluffingcozwebothknowyouain't

gotnogroundtostandon"

Her:"don'ttestme"

Me:"you'renotsodifferentfromChumathough"

Her:"whosaidweweredifferent?Ntando?Mxm

that'sonedumbassnigga"

Me:"IwonderwhyyoustuckwithhimtillSino

appeared...ohwait,moneygluedyoutohim"



Her:"you'redefinitelyonetospeak,seeingthatyou're

eatingfromthesameplateIleftunwashed"

Me:"someofusseethegoodeveninthedeadmy

dear...likethegoodIsawinyourdaughter,theone

youleftatadoorstep"

Her:"youdon'thavetherighttojudgeme"

Me:"ifIweretojudgeyou,youwouldn'trespondcoz

I'dhitwhereithurtsthemost...itsyourconscious

that'sjudgingyounotme"

Her:"you'retoosmartforyourownpants,itsstill

earlydays,youwillseeNtandoforwhohereallyis"

Me:"likeyoudid"?

Her:"likeAnelisadid,likeIdid,likeanyotherexofhis

did.Hewillsoonrevealhistruecolorsandthere

won'tbenoturningback"

Me:"wellthankyouforthewarningifthat'swhatyou

callit..butIaimtobedifferentthany'all."

Her:"let'swaitandseehowdifferentwillyoube

whenhehasyoueatingrightfromthepalmofhis

hand"



Me:"notthatIhavetoansweryou,but,I'mnotthat

gullible...Moneydoesn'tbuyloveorhappiness"

Her:"hisworldrevolvesaroundmoneykesisi"

Me:"mh...arewedone"?

Her:"plstellmewherehetookmychild"

Me:"Idon'tknow,I'mnotevenaroundCapeTown"

Her:"Iknow,Chumasaidyou'reinJo'burgbutI

thoughtyoucouldhavesomeknowledge"

Me:"Ithinkyoushouldjustcallhim,reasonwithhim

uzokuva"

Her:"hewon't...hedoesn'tevenpickupmycalls

ngoku"

Me:"yho"

Her:"thanks...bye"

Me:"bye"

WhenIwasdoneeatingtheicecreamIwenttothe

kitchenandrinsedthebowl,hewalkedintalkingon



hisphone...Iwipedthebowlandattemptedtoleave

himtherebutfailedcozhehungupandheldmy

hand.

Him:"you'reavoidingme"

Me:"whywouldIdothat"?

Him:"beatsme"

IloosenedmyhandandwenttoJr,tookhimtomy

arms

Him:"canwetalk"?

Me:"makeitquicksifunulala"

Him:"utheniunje?Moodsandthisrottenattitude"?

Me:"you'reinsultingmeyayazilonto"?

Him:"I'mjustbeingstraightforwardhere...you've

beengivingmethecoldshoulder.Kwenzekantoni"?

Me:"andaz"



Iwalkedtothenursery,fikandalalisauJrandturned

toleave,hewasstandingbythedoor

Me:"mybrotherwouldn'tbehappyseeingyouhere"

Him:"Idon'tcareaboutMarcusrightnow,khathethe

kwenzekantonikuwe"?

Ijustwalkedpassedhim...maybeitwastheice

cream,Icouldhaveeatentoomuchonanempty

stomachmaybecozIfeltnauseasandabitdizzyas

IcollectedtoyszikaJr

Him:"baby"

Me:"yousaidIshouldcallyouwhenIhaveachance

sokutshintshephingokusewthumelangoRanger

thatyouwannaseemebeforeIgotobed?Really"?

Him:"Ineededtoseeyoucacileyoudon't...andyaz

ikufuphiukundidikalentouyenzayo"



Ndathulamnandaqokelelaezizintondaqoqoshale

lounge.

Iwalkedtothestairsleadingbacktothenursery,he

spokegivingmehisback

Him:"whenyoudecidetogrowupandtalk,callme.

Ain'tgottimeforthisshit"

Me:"hm"

Icontinued,hewalkedout.WhenIhadplacedthe

toysintheirplaceIwenttotheroomI'dbesharing

withEve,showered...Iwasstillfeelingabitnauseas

butke:/IgotinbedwhenIwasdoneandlistenedto

musicfrommyphonetryingsohardtosleep.WhenI

finallyslept,Ididn'tevenhearEvecomingin...ButI

wokepasttwointheweehoursofthemorning.Isat

up,wenttothebathroomthenItookmyphoneand

wentdownstairstowatchwhateverthatwouldbe



playingonTVthattimebutIstartedinthekitchen

andsawhotchipsinthemicrowave,Iwarmedthen

andmadeasourcreamdipthenndayohlalaelounge.

AsIsatthere,Itriedthinkingaboutwhynyhan

ndivelandidikwenguNtando:(yesatfirstIwas

upsetthathedidn'tcallbutincincinjelontoforba

ibekantindisaqumbeleyona.PityIdidn'thaveitin

metocallandapologizeatall...Marcuscamedown

andwenttothekitchen,returnedwithabottleof

waterwazohlalaoppositemycouch

Him:"youwereinsidetheentiretimetoday"

Ididn'tevenmakeanattempttoanswerhim,some

statementsdon'treallyneedananswer.

Him:"didyouguysfight"?

Me:"meandwho"?

Him:"youknowwhoI'mreferringto"

Me:"no,wedidn'tfight"



Him:"butInotedthatyouwereavoidinghim"

Me:"IwasspendingtimewithJr"

Hedrankhiswater...Iatemychips

Him:"Iuhmthinkyou'repregnant"

Me:"wrongthinking"

Him:"Lizagrees"

Me:"incorrectagreement"

Him:"thenexplaineverythingtome"

Me:"I'vejustarrivedhereyesterdayandI'malready

underinterrogation?Wow"

Him:"okaysorry...okaylet'smakeadeal,we'llgodoa

testatthepharmacythenI'lldropthesubject"

Me:"I'mnotdoinganytest,Ididthetestsandthey

cameoutnegative"

Him:"itwon'thurtdoingitthesecondtime"



Andmahoyakemnake.WhenmychipswerefinishI

gotup,wenttoputtheplateinthekitchengqiba

kwamndayolalandamshiyaphakulalounge

yendluyakhe.

-

FollowingmorningIwasthelastonetowakeup

ndavukamadethebed...whileiwasstillbusymaking

thebed,ifeltnauseasagain,iranintothebathroom

andkneltdown,vomitingsopainfullythenItooka

bath,woreunderwearandagownthenIwalked

downstairswhereeveryonewasalreadyhalfway

throughbreakfast

Me:"morning"

Them:"morning"

Iwenttothekitchen...thesmellofeggswaskilling

me:'(Iremovedmilkfromthefridgeandwarmedit



upjustabit,IpouredAllBranflakesintoabowl

addingthemilkthenItookanapplendayotyelaby

thepoolsidewithmyfeetinthewatertheweather

waspermitting:DIcheckedmyphoneformessages

andeverything,hadamissedcallsbuttherewasone

fromSosobutwhenIcheckedmyairtimeIrealized

thatIcouldn'tcallhimsincokoleforlong,soI

swallowedmyprideandcalledbae:v

Him:"hello"

Me:"hi,unjani"

Him:"ndisharpwena"

Me:"ndisharp,celaundithengeleIairtime"

Him:"forwhat"?

Me:"haiboNtando,yenziwaniIairtime"?

Him:"okay,malini"?

Me:"leufikelelakuyo"

Him:"okay"

Me:"thanks"



Ihungup...Andwaited.Inlessthanaminutesthe

airtimecamethroughthenIcalledSoso

Him:"yhondaalahlwamtchanam"

Me:"heyyou,uright"

Him:"nowthatyoucalledyeah,unqabeleni"?

Me:"ubaeiskeepingmebusy"

Him:"mmmmh,wonwabileheh"

Me:"Itryhey,itsnoteasybut,Itry"

Him:"I'mglad,hewethu!Umntuwakhouphinde

wamithisakesana"

Me:"Landile"?

Him:"nqo"!

Me:"yhohaySosobra,whyungamcebisina

umntakwenu"

Him:"umamelaumamakhekaloksoakhonto

inengqondoinothethwandim"



Me:"yho...uzobarightwethu"

Him:"yazndlelalendikukhumbulangayo.."

Me:"whatchubusywithThursday"?

Him:"Ihaveamorningclassandpracticewhy"?

Me:"bendizothilet'shavelunch"

Him:"you'reinCapeTown"?

Me:"yesbutI'mswampedupsotheonlychanceI

willhaveisThursbeforemyflightbackhome"

Him:"ohokay,I'llcallagainkeforixeshaneh"

Me:"I'llbewaiting....justdon'ttellyourtwin"

Him:"don'tworryaboutthat"

Me:"aytbyeke"

Him:"sharplovie"

Ihungupandcalledbae...

Him:"hm"



Me:"thanks"

Him:"sure"

Me:"sharp"

Him:"hehSbongile"?

Me:"huh"?

Him:"awkafuniuthethanangoku"

Me:"there'snothingtotalkabout,andkakhuli

remember"?

Him:"mxm"

Me:"suthimxmkumNtando"

Him:"uyand'qhelakodwa"

Me:"kengoklontoithiyithimxmkum?"

Him:"letmejusthangupbeforeIsaysomethingI'll

regret"

Me:"suityourself"

Him:"heh"!



Hehungup

Ithrewmyheadintheair...Ihadabrownandblond

laceweaveonndangqengqaonthegroundwhilemy

feetwereinsidethepool.Evecameandsatdown

nexttome...Iwasthinkingaboutmyself,aboutmy

babe,aboutus...

Her:"baby"

Me:"mh"

Her:"areyouokay"?

Me:"yes"

Her:"Iheardyouvomitingearlier,yousureyouokay"?

Me:"yeahI'msure,Iwasjustfeelingnauseasthat's

all"

Her:"ohkay....we'regoingtotown,wannacomealong"

Me:"nah,IthinkIneedtoswim"

Her:"okay"

Me:"plsbuymechocolatesneh"



Shelaughedandwalkedaway.WhenIsawthecar

leaving,Iwentinsideandchangedintobumshorts

andasportsbraItookfromEvesbagthenIwentfor

aswim....ForalongtimeIheldmybreath

underwatertryingtorelaxmymindandbody.WhenI

liftedmyheadNtandowasseatedonthepoolchairs

Igotonehelluvafright:oufikenini?
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Iclosedmymouthcozmyjawdroppedforrealwhen

Isawhim,thenIturnedandtookonelaststridedown

anddeepintothepoolndakhendahlalaphanot

breathingatall...whenIcouldn'ttakeit,Isurfacedup

andswemnearthebanksandpulledatoweljust

wipingmyfaceandstayedinsidethewater

Me:"whendidyouarrive"?

Him:"bumpedontoyourbrotherastheyleft"

Me:"oh-kay"



Him:"phuma"

IwantedtoprotestbutIbitmytongue...something

aboutthestillnessofhisfaceandtheiceinhisvoice

caughtmeoff-guardndaphumanyhani,drippingwet.

Igrabbedthetowelanddriedmyselfplanningtosit

down,waskewaphakamaandwalkedtowardshis

car,IfollowednehbutIdidn'tgetin,hegotinand

openedmydoorndamjonga

Him:"ngena"

Me:"siyaphi"

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"dudeI'mwetcan'tyousee"

Him:"we'llgetyousomethingphambili"

Me:"youmighthavemoneytowasteneh,butIdon't

haveasparebodywhenIgetbedstrickenbyflu"

ThenIturnedandwalkedtowardsthehouse,straight



uptoourroomndakhululaandgotdressedinto

jeans,vestandsneakersthenIwalkeddownwithmy

phoneandfoundhimstillinhiscar...headonthe

steeringwheel,Igotinandclosedmydoorand

waited.Hetookafewseconds,thendroveoutof

Marc'shouseaphendleleniakaphephethekiwenzi

aranamtchanamndadendadizzy...Itriedspeaking

upbutizwialiphumisoIforcedthiswhisper

Me:"plsslowdown"

Idon'tknowwhetherheheardmeorwhat,butthe

speedwasstillhigh,theroutetohishousewas

secludedandashisspeedwenthigher,Ifeltmore

nauseasndavelandathobaivestileandstuckmy

headoutandeverythingIhadeatenforbreakfast

wentallout...hemusthavebeenshockedcozhe

stoppedabruptlyalmostknockingmeoffmychair.I

wasdonedoingwhatIwasdoing,Ijustkeptquiet

andwipedmylips



Him:"I'msorry...here"

Hegavemebottledwater,Idrankhalfthebottleand

closedit,whenIwasdonehestartedhiscarandwe

droveintohisundergroundparkingandparked.Igot

outfirstandwalkedbriskly,Itriedthedooritwas

lockedIsworeundermybreathcozIneededtoget

tothebathroomquickandIcouldn'tholdmyselfany

longerIjustsatdownandspreadmylegsapart,a

slightopeningofmymouthandoutcamethe

leftovers...myheadwasdoingcircles.Heopened

thedoorandcamebacktome

Him:"babephakama"

Me:"kay"

Him:"plsnow,phakamayoucan'tjustsithere"

Energytoarguewithhimwasjustnotthere...Itried

gettingupbutIcouldn't,Ialmostslippedbackonto

myvomitbuthecaughtmeontimeandscoopedme



upwalkingusovertothecouch.Heplacedmeand

walkedtothekitchenbroughtmeaglassofwater

ndasela.Hesatdownhisheadburiedinhishands...

Thesilencewasjusttoothick.WhenIgained

strengthIshiftedandlookedathim

Me:"babe"

Cwaka...

AfteracoupleofsecondsIdon'tknow,maybe

minutes,helookedatme

Me:"whyamIhere"?

Hedidn'tanswerme,waphindawafakaintlokoyakhe

betweenhishands.Igotupandwenttogetajugof

waterfromthekitchenthenIwentoutsideand

washedawaythevomit,untilitwaswashedoff

ndabuyelaendlini.IwashungrynowsoIwenttothe

kitchen,checkedwhat'sinthefridge:Dsawacouple

ofusefulthings.ItookleftoverNando'schickenand



pouredsweetchilliwhileitsstillcold,pouredmyself

mangojuiceandwarmedthebreadrollssincethey

werefrozen,whenIwasdoneItookthefoodtothe

lounge,satinthatsamepositionndatyahelookedat

meandthestraightahead:/Ikepttalkingtomy

consciouslike-akathethimosndithinike?

Icontinuedeatingcozakathethinamandithi?This

wasasuncomfortableastheycomebutyou

know,beingastubbornpersonwellnotonlystubborn

butproudtoo,itwasn'tinmybloodtosubmitandit

stillajourneyaheadformetolearntosubmit,to

understandthatIwon'talwaysberight,toaccept

thatinlifetherearemoreimportantthingsthanmy

whiningandmostimportantlytolearnthattheworld

doesn'tstopjustbecauseIwantitto.Isighedand

sippedmyjuicendamjonga...Felttheneedtosay

somethingbutwasn'tquitesurewhattosay:/

Me:"baby"

Him:"mh"



Andhedidn'tevenbotherliftinguphishead:o

Me:"youokay"?

Him:"yeah"

Me:"usure"?

Cwaka:/oh-kay!

OkayIgaveup,Itookmyfoodandphonendayotyela

ekitchen...whereIwon'tgettostareatthebackof

hishead.HewalkedinndidlalauTetriswhileeating

wemaleaningbythedoor

Him:"you'restilleating"?

Iturnedandfacedhim,kindasurprisedsinceIdidn't

seehimnorhearhisarrival...Ijustnodandreturned

tofocusonmyphoneandfood



Him:"howyoufeeling"?

Me:"great"

Him:"wantanything"?

Me:"nope"

Hestoodtherelike...likehewassurveyinga

situationortrynafindtherightwordstosay...Idon't

know.Orhewasstressed:/stresswandim?No

man,I'mnotcapableofthat:(neh,notme.

[10/9,18:41]+27730692704:#122

WheniwasdoneIwashedtheutensilsIhadused

ndayobukelaITVeloungendizothinimnaxa

engathethinamuNtando?AndfirstandforemostI

don'treallyknowwhythehellI'mHereinhishouse

insteadofswimmingathome.Ichangedchannels

untilIreachedsomethingIcouldwatch,American

idolsrepeathaikenapholamfazi.Hecametosit

down,liftingupmylegswhichwereonwherehewas



seating,hesatdownwazibeka

phezukwakhe...massagingmyfeet.

Him:"baby"

Me:"love"

Him:"Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonherebut

somethingisdefinitelyup"

Me:"where"?

Him:"withyou...youremotionsarealloverthe

place,anditsnothealthyforyouandforus"

Me:"oh"

Him:"oh?Babeuyandivaphof"

Me:"yeahndiyakuvababe...buttellme,whyamIhere"?

Him:"Iwantedustotalk,cleartheair"

Me:"masithethekalok"

Him:"wheredowebegin"?

Me:"fromthetop"

Him:"whichis"?



Me:"thatdayweweretalkingonphonethenIheard

gunshots,kwakusenzekani"?

Him:"oh...Wewereworking"

Me:"afterworkingawabisacinganondifounelaso

thatIknowyou'reokay?Imean,Icalledyou

countlesstimesandyouweren'tpickingup,Icalled

youagainandagainandfromtimetotimeitwent

straighttovoicemail"

Wakhewathula...

Me:"ontopofthat,youwereabletocallyour

brother,intoenzimkufounelaumntuwakho"

Him:"okayI'msorryaboutthat"

Me:"sungxamaaboutapologies,Iwantexplanations"

Him:"Icouldn'tcallyoujustyet,IcalledVinceonly

cozIneeddirectionsfromhim"

Me:"youcouldn'tcallmejustyet?uyay'qondaphof

bayoucouldn'tcallmeFortwosaysbra?WhatwasI



supposedtothink?Okayleavethatone,howwasI

supposedtofeelwhenIheardyoucalledyour

brotherke"?

Him:"ndcelauxolosthandwasam"

Me:"awphendulimbuzo"

Him:"babeI'msorry,plsndcelaundixolele"

Me:"kay"

Sahlalainsilence...

Iclosedmyeyes,Ifeltaslightheadachecreeping

slowly.Itouchedmytemplesinamassaging

mannerbutthatdidn'thelp

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"headache"

HegotupandreturnedwithPanadocapsulesand

water,Ithankedhimndaselafuthindacimela.Ifell



asleepkokokucimelakesana.WhenIwokeup,I

couldsmellbraaidpork:/anditsmelledsobadIhad

torushtothebathroomandpukeAGAINo.Oafter

pukingIsatdownonthebathroomfloorthinking...

Thisvomitingthingisbecomingahabitnow,butI'm

notseeinganydoctormtchanam.Heknockedand

justwalkedinwandijonga

Him:"usharp"?

Istoodup,rinsedmymouthandnodonmyway

out,hefollowedsafikaezantsi

Me:"yhonukakakubikelentoinukayoapha"

Him:"iqaleniniunukakakubiIpork"?

Me:"yhobabeawyiva"?

Helookedatmequizzically...Iopenedwindowsjust

toallowsomefreshair,hebroughtthemeat,rollsand



drinkwazibekaphambikwethukwicoffeetableyho

ndavelandanaarngokonangokoIpouredahalf

glassofjuicejusttotonedownthenausea

ndacimela

Me:"Idon'tthinkIcaneatthistoday"

Him:"wena?Noteatthis?Areyousureyoudon't

needadoctor"?

Me:"I'mperfectlyfine,just....takethisawaybeforeI

pukeagain"

Mntanomntuwaxakananento,tookhismeatbackto

thekitchenndatyaezarollsnejuiceyodwa.

Hecamebackandsatnexttomewandijonga

Me:"what"?

Him:"comehere"



Iputtheglassdownandturnedtofacehim,hecame

closersoftlytouchingmycheek

Him:"I'mgettingworriedaboutyou"

Ismiled

Me:"don'tbe,I'mperfectlyfine"

Him:"you'renot,webothknowyou'renot.Khayeke

ubastubbornforoncebabe"

Ilookeddowñ...likeIdon'twannaseeadoctornjena.

Heliftedmychinandkissedme,Ididn'trespondat

oncebutwhenIrealizedheain'tstopping,Ikissed

himback.Itsbeenawhilesincewehadphysical

contact...Istoppedhalfwayandgotupwalking

towardsthewindow

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"yeah...kushushuqha"



Hestoodupandcametostandbehindme,hishands

findingaperfectspotonmytummy,Ilaymyheadon

hisshoulderstilllookingoutside

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"forwhat"

Me:''beingdifficult...IknowIcanbehardattimes"

Him:"youneedtoletgo,allowmetoloveyouand

don'tfightmeeverychanceyouget"

Me:"I'lltry,butitsnotguaranteedcozIammyown

personandsometimesIprefertobeheardtoo"

Him:"no,youpreferallattentiononyou"

Me:"isitawrongthing"?

Him:"attimesyes...sometimesitscutebutI'mnota

cutiecutieguy"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"thenstoptryingtochangeme,itsimpossible"

Me:"Iknowthattoo...I'mnotchangingyou,I'm



adjustingmyselftofitintoyourworld,it'snoteasy

especiallywithallthisbabymommadrama"

Him:"whatdrama"?

Me:"yourexeshaveaccesstomyphonenumber"

Him:"how"?

Me:"Idon'tknow....Chumacalledsometime

ago,NellacalledtodayoryesterdayI'mnotsure"

Him:"bafunani"

Me:"argh,nevermindthem.Itsuswehavetofocus

on"

Him:"mainlyyou,youmightpretendyou'refinebutI

knowyou'renot"

Me:"cummonbabe"

Him:"I'mserious...intwodaysyou'regoingbackto

Jo'burgandIneedassurancethatyou'lltakecareof

yourself"

Me:"haibo,whenhaveInevertakencareofmyself"

Him:"itsdifferentnow"



Me:"nothing'sdifferentsthandwasam"

Him:"hm,ifyousayso"

Westoodlikethatforsometimethenhepulledmy

armsayongqengqaebhedini...:)feltsafeandwarm

inhisarms,sometimesIwisheverydaywouldbelike

thisbutlatelyvelendidikwekwanguyenje.
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Him:"anyplanswhileyou'rearound"?

Me:"ThursdayIhavelunchwithafriend"

Him:"Amanda"?

Me:"no,Soso"

Him:"Soso?Isn'tthatyourex'sbrother"?

Me:"yep,Lwandiso"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"youdon'tsupposetohaveaproblemwiththat

nowdoyou"



Him:"noIdon't"

Me:"kay"

Myphonerang...

Me:"Eve"

Her:"hey,we'reback,weareyou"

Me:"didyoubuymychocolate"?

Her:"yesma'am"

Me:"wellI'monmyway"

Her:"you'rewithyouknowwho"?

Me:"haha!I'mnotgonnaanswerthat"

Her:"wellyourbrotherthinksyou'rewithhim,Idon't

thinkhelikesit"

Me:"justtellhimIwentout,Ineededafreshbreeze"

Her:"whynotgotothepharmacy,maybebuyafew

feverstufftoshiftattention"



Me:"butIdon'thavemywalletwithme"

Her:"ohcummonI'mtrynahelpyououtchea"

Me:"okaythankssis"

Her:"sharp"

Wehungup...

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Him:"kseearly"

Me:"tyhinihaikengok"

Igotupanwenttolookformyshoes,worethem

andfixedmyhair.Hecamedown

Him:"youmentionedsomethingaboutawallet"

Me:"yeah,Ineedafewstufffromthechemist"

Him:"ohthankGod"!



Ijustrolledmyeyesandwewalkedout.,lockedthe

housethenhetookmetothepharmacy.

Wewereassistedbyablacklady:)Idon'thaveto

khumsha

Her:"goodday,howcanIassistyou"

Me:"hisisi,ndicelaIpillsormedsforfever,and

headache"

Her:"uvantonikuqaladear"?

Me:"heating,feverandheadaches"

Him:"andtoomuchnausea"

Me:"oh,thattoo"

Her:"qha"?

Me:"justabitofdizziness"

Her:"oh-kay...Whatelse"?

Me:"that'sall...ohandinsomnia"



Her:"wouldn'tyouliketotakeapregnancytest"?

Him:"shewould"

Me:"actuallyno,Ihaditalreadyanditcameout

negative"

Her:"ohokay,alright"

Him:"wouldn'thurtdoingitagain"

Ndamjamela...andimithangamna.

Her:"okay,waitformerighthere"

Sheleft...forafewminutes.Ndajikandajongau

Ntando

Him:"what"?

Me:"I'mnotpregnant"

Him:"Ineversaidyouare,Ijustwantedyoutoretake

thetest"



Me:"IknowI'mnot"

Him:"okay,ifyousayso"

Me:"what'sthatsupposedtomean"?

Him:"nothing"

TheladyreturnedwithaPanadocapsulesanda

medbottleapparentlyitwillstopthenauseaand

dizziness.Wepaidandthankedhersahambaand

gotinthecar

Me:"babecelaundthengeleIMilkshake"

Him:"kodwauthiunefever"

Me:"pls,justthisonce"

Him:"hayhay,we'regoinghome"

Me:"I'mbeggingyoutana,prettypls"

Hesighedanddrovefast...



Him:"phi"?

Me:"Wimpy"

Him:"sosokoliwayiparkingphaya,whynotbuyat

McDonald's"?

Me:"ha.aandifuniicecream,Iwantmilkshake"

Him:"fine"

Me:"enkosi"

Hedroveinsilence,reachedWimpyandgotout

alonelolndamhlekayazcozIneverspecified

ndifunaeyiphiIflavoranditmusthavebeenan

instinctkecozhereturnedwithchocchipmilkshake.

Ikissedhischeekandhetookmehomeandparked

outside

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"don't...sowhendoIgettoseeyouagain"

Me:"I'llcomebyaftermylunchwithSoso"



Him:"kay,comehere"

Wehugged...

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"IknowthatandIloveyou"

Him:"callmeifyougetsickagain"

Me:"babe,itwasjustforthatmoment,anywayI'vegot

medicinenow"

Him:"okay,takecare"

Ilookedathimandkissedhisdrylips,hesuckedme

inwekissed,thenIpulledbacksmilingandkissed

hislipsoncemore,hekissedthebridgebetweenmy

eyes.Itookmymeds,phoneandshakendagoduka

reachedthehouseandwalkedin,theywerelaughing

andplaying

Me:"mmh,y'allhavingapartywithoutme"



Liz:"wellyoudisappearedonus"

Me:"hadto"

Iliftedupthemeds,andtookJrkissinghim.Marc

relaxedwhenhesawthepharmacybrownbag

sancokolani,Evegrabbedmyshakeandfinishedit

off-_-likethat'sdisrespectfulmntakamah!
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Lizzyaskedustohelphercooksothreeofuswent

tothekitchenandstartedoffThemadness

Liz:"soooooo...wheredidyouvanishto"?

Me:"ohme"?

Liz:"duh"

Eve:"youdon'treallyexpecthertotellyouthetruth

right"

Me:"truth?Iwentoutforsomeair.That'sthetruth"



Liz:"butBeastbroughtyouhome...coincidence"?

Eve:"maybehe'stheairsheneeded"

Me:"youguysthough...whyareweeventalkingabout

me"?

Eve:"okayI'lltellyouwhy"

Me:"oh-kay"

Eve:"ononecondition"

Me:"you'rekidding"

Eve:"noI'mnot..."

Me:"what'sthecondition"?

Liz:"youjusthavetoproveuswrong,that'sall"

Me:"proveyouwrongfromwhatna"?

Eve:"well...Wekindathinkyou'repregnant”

Iburstoutlaughing

Theyhadmaskson:vlikearetheyserious?



Me:"okay,y'allareserious.Whythough?LikeIdon't

understand"

Liz:"cozyou'veneverbeenpregnant"

Eve:"wehave,andweknowthesymptoms"

Me:"wellyou'reallwrong.Sorry"

Liz:"youhaveproof"?

Me:"don'tneedone,I'mjustfeverishguysthat'sall"

Eve:"ohkay"

Liz:"ifyousayso"

Ohkay...likethiswasstartingtoworrymeneh,butI

couldn'tletthemseeitsoIkeptmycooland

enjoyedthecooking..BaecalledandItriedmybest

nottobeirritated.Evejumpedformyphoneand

spokewiththedude:v

Her:"Tee'sphonehello"



Him:"Eve,hoezit"

Her:"Toppies,you"?

Him:"great,canIhaveawordwithyoursister"?

Her:"erhno,she'sbusycookingrightnow"

Him:"womenareabletomultitask"

Her:"wellnotthisone,shelikestofocusononething

andrightnow,thatonethingiscooking"

:vweweregigglingonthebackground

Him:"please"

Her:"ononecondition"

Him:"anything"

Her:"TransferR100airtimetomyphone"

Him:"textmeyournumber"

Her:"ohkay"

ThenshegavemethephoneandsurprisinglyIwas

morecalmandwilling,ratherinterestedinhearing

himout



Me:"babe"

Him:"hey,youokay"

Me:"I'mokay,why"

Him:"Idon'tknow...usurebaby"

Me:"I'msurebabe,butareyouokaythough"

Him:"I'mokay...IthinkIjustmissyou"

Me:"Imissyoutoobabywam"

Him:"babywakho,hehIwishIcouldseeyouwhen

yousaidthatlastword"

Me:"wellIcouldsayitalloveragain...unlessyou're

notminealone"

Him:"Idon'tlikesharingmywoman,Iwouldn'tlike

hertosharemetoo"

Me:"thenwe'resettled,babywam"

Him:"canItakeyououtforbreakfasttomorrow

morning"?

Me:"breakfastonly"?



Him:"wellmoreifyouwant"

Me:"wellyouknowIcan't...Icantdisrespectmy

brotherlikethat"

Him:"okayIunderstand"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"I'llcallyoulateronneh"

Me:"ayt,takecare"

Him:"nawemntanam"

Ilaughed...HewantedmetoanswerbutIcouldn't.

NoIcould,butIdidn'twantto:vwehungupandme

andthegirlssetthetableforlunchandLizdished

outforallofus

Marc:"I'mgoingtobeflyingoutoftowntonight"

Liz:"tillwhen"?

Him:"Thursdaymorning"



Eve:"that'swhyyouwantedushere"

Him:"partlyyes,Trina"?

Me:"boet"

Him:"Iseeyouwenttothechemist"

Me:"yeah,gotsomeflumeds"

Him:"that'sgood,onelessthingtoworryabout"

Liz:"we'llbefine"

Him:"okaythen,let'senjoyourlunchbeforeIget

called"

Wedugin,makingsmallconversation...Myphone

rang,sametimeasEve's.Sheleftthetable,Ididn't

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,unjani"

Me:"ndirightbrawena"

Him:"I'mokay,Icanheareveninyourvoiceudewas

rightnyhani"



Me:''yeahwell"

Him:"whenisyournextclass"?

Me:"FridayI'mwritingatest"

Him:"ohokay,seeyouthen"

Me:"Icouldneedyourhelpwithsomethingsotell

Liboyouwon'tbespendingmostoftheweekend

withher"

Him:"somethingserious"

Me:"justonesubjectbeforeIwritemyfinalexam"

Him:"ohdon'tworryabouther,justsaywhenandI'll

bethere"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"always"

Wehungup...Evewasstillonthephonewith

Lwando.Acardrovein,Marccheckedhiswatchand

gotup,wenttohisroom...weheardaknock

kwangenauThriller



Him:"Middagjulle"

Liz:"middag"

Hepulledachairandsatdown...

Him:"isMarchier"?

Her:"yes,waitafewminutes"

Him:"okay"

Her:"joinus"

Him:"I'llonlyeatthemeat,youknowIcan'tgoaround

onaheavystomach"

Shegavehimaplateandhedishedupforhimself

themeat,Marccameoutwithhisbags

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidtonight"



Him:"yesbutIhavetorunafewerrandsbeforeIgo"

Me:"oh"

Him:"Thrill...helpmewiththese"

Thrillertookthebagstothecar,MarcandLizzywent

totheirbedroomwithJuniorIconcentratedon

eatingmorethananythingcozIfearedtherepetition

oftheearlierdeeds.WhenIwasdoneIdrankthe

medsandwenttotheroomndakhendangqengqa

mybodydemandedtherest.Icalledbae,IthinkIwas

afraidhe'llsayhe'sgoingwithMrac...maybe,Idon't

know.

Him:"Tee"

Me:"that'ssounlikeyou"

Him:"itsyourname,right"

Me:"yeahbut...anyway,whatchudoing"?

Him:"I'mwaitingforaconferencecall"

Me:"oh...younotgoingwithmybrother"



Him:"no,he'sgotsomebusinesstohandlewiththe

restoftheteamoutoftown...I'vegotsomebusiness

tohandlewithRangeraroundtheCape"

Me:"mmmh"

Him:"wenzani"

Me:"relaxing"

Him:"good"

Me:"baby"

Him:"mh"

Me:"there'ssomethingbotheringmyspirit"

Him:"about"

Me:"you,us"

Him:"oh-kay"

Me:"SomeonesaidtomeIdon'tknowthereal

you,whichcouldbetrueneh,buttheysaidthatyou're

notwhoyouarerightnow.Youhaveconcealedyour

truecolors"

Him:"mh,sowhatwasheradviceinunveilingmytrue



colors"

Me:"who'sher'?

Him:"Anelisa"

Oh:ohowdidhefigurethatoneout?

Me:"babykhawmengooAnelisa"

Him:"welloutofeveryoneI'vebeenaroundshe'sthe

onlyonewhomanagedtopushmetothelimits,and

thattalk,belongstoheralone.Chumasozeathethe

lonto"

Me:"andifit'saHim"?

Him:"thenitsGudda"

o.Ookaynowthat'screepy

Me:"babyman"

Him:"Ikeepaclosecirclesthandwasam,Iknowwho

sayswhatandhowtheysayit,whentheywillsayit



andwhytheywillsayit"

Me:"haymasiyiyekelencokoke"

Him:"heaskedyouwhyyouwithme?bekhona

abangconoandI'mquitesureheinsistedon

knowingthatyou'renotthegolddiggertyp'awoman"

Me:"hypotheticallysomethinglikethat"

Him:"youdon'thavetocoverforhim,Iheardhimwith

myownears...Ijustwaitedforyoutosayit"

Me:"buthe'snottheonlyonewhokeepstellingme

this"

Him:"canIgiveyouMYadvice"

Me:"okay"

Him:"ifyouthinkyou'reinanydanger,runnow.If

not,trustyourgutandlovelikenobody'sbusiness"

Me:"noted"

Him:"mnandiyakuthandaandthatwon'tchange

overnightevenifsingohlukanaI'dhauntyouIdon't

wannalie..."



Iburstoutwithlaughter:v:'(:v

Me:"you'dhauntme?AwnantloniBhuti"

Him:"itsthetruth...andonwabiwhenthingshita

rockyplacebetweenus,ndonakalanyahn

emphefumlweni"

Me:"metoo"

Him:"yousee"?

Me:"wellIdoloveyou...andI'veheardthere'sno

perfectrelationship,sowegottatakeitonestepata

time"

Him:"Ihopeyoucanapplythat"

Me:"haiboI'mtrying"

Him:"notlately"

Me:"yazbonakebabe"

Him:"okay,xoloke"

WejustspokesomemorethenItookanap.
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Inappeduntillate,whenIwokeupIwassweatyand

heatingonceagain...Mythroatwasdry,likeIhad

feveronthereal.Iundressedandtookacold

showerfor5minutesthenIwrappedatoweland

wenttothebed,Evewastheretalkingonmyphone

andshewaslaughingasifshe'stalkingtoanold

friend:oIdidn'tevenlotionmybodyIjustworePJs

andslippers,heeeuEveakonwabekwiphoneyam

udeabaneneendawoezilalangomqololikeIwas

jealouskengok:/hahahalikeforreal,youcan'ttalk

onmyphoneandenjoyyourconversationasifI'm

notintheroomkalok:vwhenIwasdoneIlefther

thereandwentdownstairsandlookedforfood,I

wantedtodrinkthosemedsagain,thisheatingup

wassomewhatscaringmebutIdidn'twannashow

cokuzothiwaImustgotothedoctorandI'vehad

badexperienceswiththosepeople...Idon'tlike

hospitalbedsatall,letalonetheodour.Lizzywas

signingoffaPizzadeliveryguy



Me:"isthatsupper"?

Her:"yep"

Me:"whatflavoristhat"?

Her:"pepperoniancheese,andthisoneisthree

sausages"

Me:"ohkay"

Sheputtheboxesinthecoffeetableelounge,I

searchedthefridgeforleftoversandfoundapiece

offish:Dittasteddivine,Iateitascoldasitwas

withtwoslicesofspreadandmarmalitespreadwith

aglassofmilkthenIdrankmymedsandjoinedher

andherson.

Her:"where'sEve"?

Me:"bedroom"

Her:"shesleepingsoearly"?

Me:"no,shewasonmyphonewhenIleft"



ShelaughedIwaslost...

Me:"ohkay...something'sgoingon"

Her:"don'ttellherItoldyou"

Me:"o-kay"

Her:"she'stellingyourmantoforceyoutogoseea

doctor,hersuspicionisgrowing"

Me:"ohguysno"

Her:"yep"

Me:"yho!"

Stresssamkengok...HowonearthwillIexplainto

NtandowhereEvegothertheoryifheasksme?Like

andimothangamnaman!AmIthefirstpersontoget

flu?Orvomit?Itsnaturalmos-_-shecamedown

andgavememyphoneItookitwithoutevenlooking

atit



Her:"yourmanwannaspeaktoyou"

Me:"oh,sorry...Babe"?

Him:"ourbreakfaststillon"?

Me:"yeahnothinghaschangedBhuti"

Him:"enkosisisi"

Me:"pleasure"

Cwaka...

Me:"wastheresomethingelse"?

Him:"IwashopingIcouldgetagoodnightkiss"

Me:"you'regoingtodrivesuchadistancejustfora

kiss?Urightkak'hle"

Him:"Idon'tmind"

Me:"hayhay"

Him:"haibobabe"

Me:"hayandizokwenzalontomnachi,waittill

tomorrowmorning"

Him:"thatlongthough"?



Me:"itsonlyafewhours"

Him:"mxmuyadikauyeva"

Me:"andifikikuwebra"

Him:"mxmgoodnight"

Me:"goodnight?Elxesha?Heh"

Him:"haykalokndiyalalamna"

Me:"uxokelaniNtando"

Him:"ndizoxokelantonifondin"

Me:"andingofondinwakhomna"

Him:"umbuzo,whywouldIlieaboutsleepingifinaint

sleeping"?

Me:"beatsme"

Him:"callmewhenyou'veeatenandrested"

Me:"you'llbeasleepmossowhyshouldIbother"?

Him:"justdoit"

Me:"mmh"



Ihungupbekalophonephakudeandjoinedthe

ladiesineatingthesupper...Ican'treallysaywhy,but

Iwasupset,angryandmynosewastwitchingas

muchasitwassweating.Ionlyatethreeslicesof

pizzathenIwenttomakecoffee:/thesmellkilled

metothecoreIsearchedforanyotherteaayikho

sanakukhonaIGlenandI'veneverdrankGlen

before...Ireturnedtotheloungeandstoodatthe

entrance

Me:"Liz"

Her:"hi"

Me:"don'tyouhaverooibosteaoranygreentea"?

Her:"erhno,we'verunoutofrooibosthismorning"

Me:"yho...okay"

Ireturnedtothekitchenandmadehotsugared

waterndaphungawonakunobandizibulalengekofu.



Eve:"youdrinkingwater"?

Me:"yeap"

Her:"youknowyoucouldcallyourman,I'msurehe

wouldn'tmindbringingyousomegreentea"

Me:"Idon'tneedit"

Her:"wellImeanhedidwannacomehereanyway"

Me:"Eve"

Her:"justsaying"

Me:"IsaidIdon'tneedit,okay"?

Her:"yesma'am"

Bajonganabahleka-_-really?Idrankmywaterfinish

gqibandabashiyandayolala.IcalledSoso:)hehad

tocheermeup

Him:"babywomnyumntu"

Me:"yougotthatright,babywomnyeumntu,unjani



friend"

Him:"Ican'twaittomeetyou,yhundiyatshiseka"

Me:"hahantwanasamehere,qhakesanawemight

nothaveenoughtime"

Him:"ohwhynow"?

Me:"ubabywamakanazigqiboangavelaabeyiangel

sisancokola"

Him:"yhighostnalobabywakho"?

Me:"moreofaBeastthanaghost"

Him:"hayntwanauyiwalkingtargetungandosulelike

babycozbeastsliveonprey"

Iwasalreadyinstitches,tonekaSosoyeyestabane

SASEkasistruBob:v:v

Me:"sowenayou'reprey?Myfriend,you'resomething

else"

Him:"atleastI'mnotarget...Butonaserious



note,areyouserious"?

Me:"tchin,lomntuufunausukakwakhejustfora

goodnightkiss"?

Him:"he'sinlove,andIdon'tblamehim"

Me:"nomannotlikethis...itstoomuch"

Him:"remindmeonourlunch,Ineedtogiveyouone

helluvaklap"

Me:"what?Why"?

Him:"you'restillasking?Hewethu,afteralltheish

you'vebeenthroughwithmybrotheryougotblessed

withalovingman..Idon'tthinkhe'sgood,butatleast

helovesyougqibauthiitstoomuch"

Me:"wellmaybeI'mnotusedtoitelihlobo"

Him:"weeeeehmaaameeeeh!!!!Pourmesome

water"

Me:"hahahahayhuuuu!SosoIdramathough"

Evewalkedin,changedintoPJsandgotinbed



Him:"tchinsisi"

Me:"dude,ha,ayou'resupposedtobemy

friend,xhasame"

Him:"Idon'tcare,rightnowyou'rebeingstupid"

Me:"goodnightLwandiso"

Him:"thetruthispainful"

Me:"no,I'mreceivingacallfrombaechomi"

Him:"ooohmmm"

Hahaa!Mxmthisniqqathough,Ihungupandtook

bae'scall

Me:"hello"

Him:"yousoundrelaxed,Iwaswaitingforyourcall"

Me:"Iwasn'tgonnacallyou"

Him:"ngobaktheni"



Me:"becauseyousaidyouweresleeping,remember"

Him:"butIalsotoldyouI'llbewaitingforyourcall"

Me:"Iforgot"

Him:"youforgot"?

Me:"hayfondinandinamntanamnaandizokwanasa

kalok"

Him:"sisigezokeesiusiphendulayo"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"goodnight"

Me:"utshookwesibininamhlanje"

Him:"unalonexeshalobalaubuvuvukanjan"

Me:''bubuvuvu?Oooh,thengetthiskebhuti,I'mnot

yourrubbishbinkemntakadad"

Him:"mxmnxi"

Hehungup...Yhundacaphukakanjaninkosi

enofefe!!!!Icalledhimndibilaokwamanzioxhela

inkukhu:o



Him:"yintonngoku"

Me:"don'tyoudarehanguponme"

Him:"khawlaleSibongile"

Me:"Ntandothethakak'hlenam"

Him:"andifIdon't?Mamelasisi,andiyondawo

yophambanelaneh?Yibhofoloindawoyamageza

notmna"

Thathitmesohardandcutmyheartsodeep

:'(ndantliphinika,tearsthreatenedmyeyes

Me:"are...Areyoulisteningtoyourself"?

Him:"awzolilatu,soze.Youhavenogroundstocry

afterthisbullyoujustsaid"

Me:"Ihateyou"

Ihungupandcoveredmyselfngengubo...this



damnedphoneyakhala.Ididn'tansweritvele

ndalalelakulontoyolilaqha.
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WhenIwokeupthefollowingdaymybatterymust

havediedsoIchargedit,Evewasfastasleep...I

missedmyman.:/nowIthinkIunderstoodwhenhe

saidmyemotionsareallovertheplacebut...Okay

nevermind,IchangedintoshortsandsportsbraI

wentforaswiminthepool...Swimmingwasmyway

ofdestressinganditworkedforme.Afteranhourof

swimmingIgotoutandwalkedinsidethenIran

myselfabathasIselectedwhattowearkule

breakfastdatenobaby.Iselectedmyblueripped

jeans,whitesneakersandwhitelacecroppedtop

withwhitestraplessbra.ThenIwenttosoakmyself

inthebubblebathIdon'tknowhowlongIstayed

therebutIsurelydidfallasleep,vuswanguEve

handingmeherphone

Me:"mh"



Her:"tabeast"

IlookedatherandmouthedNO,shejustshrugged

hershoulders,mxmItookthephone

Me:"low"

Him:"ugrand"

Me:"hm:mh"

Him:"utheni"

Me:"don'tknow"

Him:"butawukhogrand"?

Isighed...whycan'thejustgettothepoint?

Him:"Idon'tunderstandwhyuzodikwasoearlyinthe

morning"

Ndathula...Icantreallyexplainmyfeelingsthese

dayso.O



Him:"udikwendimSbongile"?

Me:"no"

Him:"thenwhat"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"butudikiwe"

Ididn'tanswerhim...

Him:"iceboletsjustcancelnalobreakfastbesizoya

kuyokexaunjecozIcan'tgooutwithyouinpublic

notknowingwhat'sgoingonwithyouandyour

unstabletemper"

Me:"sharp"

Him:"kaysharp"

IhungupandthrewEve'sphoneonmyheapof

clothes,gotoutofthewateranddrainedit



out,cleanedthebaththenItookEve'sphonetoher

wabeephindewalalaIjustputitnexttoherand

lotionedmybody,Iwasgoingtohavebreakfastwith

himright?Myheartwaspreparedtogoout?My

clothesweresetoutalready?Igotdressed,instead

ofsneakersIworesilverglitteryheals,tookaclutch

ndafakayonkintoandleftwhileeveryonewas

asleep..timewaspasteighttonine.Nowthisisnot

Jo'burg,there'snoLuke'sGTiherethoughthere'sa

carinthegaragebutIoptedforusingpublic

transport,yesIwasafraidnehbutIstrengthened

myselfandIcanguaranteeyouthatthiswasfeeding

myego.Ireachedtownafteraboutthirtyminutes

thenIwenttoWimpyforbreakfast,mademyorder

andcalledAmanda...

Her:"sistersister"

Me:"heyyou,uright"

Her:"cloudnine,yousounddown"

Me:"maybeyoucancheermeup"

Her:"withpleasure,butIdon'thaveaPrivatejet,you



knowthat.Right"?

Me:"wellyoucouldjusttakearidetoWimpyandjoin

meforbreakfast"

Her:"you'reincapeTown"?

Me:"yeahnotforlongthough"

Her:"okay,I'llbethereinfifteen"

Me:"alright"

Her:"ciao"

Ihungupndatya...Thesausagewasgood:plike

verygoodbutincinci:(Iwashalfwaythroughmy

breakfastwhenVincecalled

Me:"Vince"

Him:"skwiza,howareyou"

Me:"I'mgood.You"

Him:"I'mgood...I'llcomebyyourhousetoday,what

canIbring"?



Me:"I'mnotaround"

Him:"you'renot?Whenwillyoubearound"?

Me:"tomorroweveningIthink"

Him:"ohokay,seeyoungeweekendke"

Me:"seeyou"

Him:"areyousureyou'reokay"?

Me:"yesI'mfine"

Him:"oh-kay,bye"

Me:"sure"

WhenAmandawalkedinmycoffeewasfinished

alreadyfinishkushiyekenjekancincionmyplate,we

huggedthenshemadeherownorder.WhenIwas

doneIorderedthechocmilkshaketolevelup

Her:"hehfriend,uhambelaphezulu,breakfastina

restaurant"?

Me:"hahaIwish,Igotstoodup"



Her:"ooohooo!Akhontoingamadodakanene...lonto

you'reglowing"

Me:"thankyou"

Her:"JozilovesyouORthisnewmanreallyknow

howtodohisthing"

Me:"haha!Knowinghedoes"

Her:"mmmh,uthiyijackpotchomi"

Me:"more...buuuut,andazman.Latelysomething's

up"

Her:"somethinglikewhat?Cheating"?

Me:"no...Idon'tthinkhe'ddothat.Actuallyhe'snot

theproblem,Iam"

Her:"you?howso"?

Me:"chomi...sometimeswe'llastartaconversation

onalightandfreenote,ndivelandingayaziba

kuthenisivelesixabaneandsayhurtfulthingsto

eachother"

Her:"andyoublameyourself"?

Me:"I'mtheonewhostartsit...ndiyamphoxachomi



andkenayeuveleandidike"

Her:"youhaveapregnantwoman'ssymptomssana"

Me:"notyoutoo"

Her:"huh"?

Me:"mysiblingsthinkI'mpregnant.I'mnot"

Her:"wellfromwhatyoujustsaid,andthisglorious

glow,Icanbetyouarefriend"

Me:"noman,thetestcameoutnegative"

Her:"thengotoarealdoctorandbesure,orelse

uyozbonasewngenandodasanacozyenaakazo

understander"

Ikeptquiet...nowIstartedtogetconcerned.Yho

whatthehellamIgonnasayendlini?Momanddad?

IfIdoaretake,thistestbettermaintainitsposition-

negative!That'sall.Aftereatingwedecidestojust

goforwindowshopping

ElizabethcalledmeIthinkpastelevenorso...



Me:"Liz"

Her:"hey,taBeastisheretoseeyou"

Me:"tellhimI'mnotaround"

Her:"cummon,hecamealltheway"

Me:"I'mnotaround"

Her:"you'renot?Whereareyou"?

Me:"V&A"

Her:"oh...okay"

Me:"kay"

Wehungup...

Me:"angathigqiaphakesana"

Her:"ungamphoxiphambkwethukeplz"

Ndathula...HecalledndajongauAmish,shelaughed

atmeandmovedfurtherintotheshop,Itooka



differentdirection

Me:"hm"

Him:"uphi"

Me:"ndiphi"?

Him:"eweSibongileuphi"?

Me:"uthindiphikantiuLizzy"

Him:"ndibuzakuwemnabauphi"

Me:"sêtownNtando"

Him:"ndawnietown,inkuluItown"

Me:"uzondthini"?

Him:"ndizokuthini?Uzmamelephof"?

Me:"likeIdon'tgetit,youcanceledbreakfastcozyou

don'twannabeseenwithmeinpublicapparently,

butnowyou'resniffingbandiphi?Ithininalento"

Him:"foronce,justforoncecanyoujustmakethings

easyandjusttellmewherethehellyouare"?

Me:"once?OohcabaI'mmakingthingsdifficultfor



you?Wowthankyouforsharing"

Hesighed...

Him:"baby"

Me:"undfunantoniNtandoxakucabandikwenzela

ubomidifficult?Whyareyoustillhere"?

Him:"Sibongilekhawumengokundithethe"

Me:"heh"

Him:"ifIfindyou,bymyownmeans.I'mcomingback

withyou,ugqibileungagqibangalontouyenzakulo

town"

Me:"sokhesbone"

Him:"don'tchallengeme"

Me:"akhoboxingringkeapha,unlessyouhaveitin

yourhead"

Him:"mxm"



Hehungup.

Iputmyphoneinmyclutch,sawajumpsuitfor

JuniorndaythengajustnjewethuthenItoldAMish

I'mgoinghome,shesuggestedshewannadriveme

home:Dufrienduqhubaimotokabaewakhe,nyhani

keIgaveherdirectionsshedrovemehomendavuka

andwehuggedndagodukafikaKuhlelwenjeeeI

gaveLizzylantokeJrandremovedmyshoes

Eve:"beastjustleftafewminutesago"

Me:"sure"

Her:"everythingokay"?

Me:"perfect"

Her:"ohkay"

Itwasn'tlongbeforemyphonerang,uNtando

akancamievah?



Me:"iyawayintoningoku"

Him:"ungakulingeundiphenduleelohlobomna"

Me:"whatdoyouwant?

Him:"Sibon-sundphambanelababy,sulinga

undiphambanele"

Iwalkedupstairs...OoevendlebezaboziiEveready

Powerplusbatterykanomathotholo.Isatdownon

thebed

Me:"mxm"

Him:"heee!!!Yhela,ugrankak'hle"?

Me:"mntasendlini,baawnantoingcono

uzanayo,khandinikenjeIspacendiphefumle"

Him:"ohsonowI'msuffocatingyou"

Me:"I'mtrynamakethingseasyforyou,can'tyou

see"

Him:"ifyouweretrying,ngendingadangandazakule



mall,youknow"

Me:"Ineveraskedyou,youoffered"

Him:"khawphumekeuzekwiWestwingyeparking

lot"

Me:"sorry,nocando"

Him:"Idon'twannaembarrassyou"

Me:"evenifyoutried,youwouldn'tsucceed"

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"I'mgettingtiredofyourgames"

Me:"don'tworryI'mgoinghomengomso"

Him:"I'mgettingtiredofyourattitude"

Me:"I'llmakelifeeasyforyou,I'llblockandreject

yournumberyabo"

Him:"toyouthisisallfunandgameshuh"?



Me:"canwewrapthisup,Iwannanap"

Him:"youwanna-holyJesus!Sonowukokwenu?

Haykugeziwe"

Me:"sharp"

Him:"sharp?Hehe!Hayuyagezacalalakholinye"

Me:"onemorething,partofmystrategytomakelife

easyforyouasImentionedbeforeI'llrejectand

blockyournumber,andI'llmakesureIdon'tgetin

yourspaceunnecessarily.Soukusebenzisana,pls

don'tcomeherewhileI'maround,don'tworry

ngomsoI'llbegoneforgood"

Him:"you'reunbelievable"

Me:"haveagoodday"

Ihungup,blockedhisnumber,rejectedhis

calls,blockedhimeverywheregqibakwamndalala.
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AsIwassleepingIswearIcouldsmellhiscologne,I



toldmyselfhayndishiywazingqondoorI'mjust

dreamingyabo.Ifellbackintothisdeepsleep

again...WhenIfinallywokeup,hewastherechilled

onpoint,justwatchingme...Igotoutofbedand

wenttothebathroomandpukedkonkeokwakutya

bendikutyenoMish,Irinsedmymouth,washedmy

faceandreturnedtomyroomIjustsatthere...he

wassittingonachairnearthewindowfacingmy

bed,Isatonthebed,crossedmylegsfacingtowards

himandjustlookeddownbetweenmycrossedlegs

cozIdidn'tknowwhattosaytohim,yesIwantedto

saysomethingbutIdidn'tknowhowtosayit.

Him:"you'restillvomiting"?

Inod,notlookingathim

Him:"youstillreckonyifeverneh"?

Me:"whyareyouhere"?

Him:"Sund'qhelakakubike"

Ndamjonga



Me:"huh"?

Him:"sukundiqhelakakubiSibongile"

OkayIwantedtoanswerhimsobad,andmynose

wastwitching:/buttherewassomethingdangerous

inhisvoice...somethingcoldandIfearedthe

worst,ndingathinixaenondivalelakuleroomlomntu?

HowthehelldidLizzyandEvelethimcomeuphere?

Like,thesepeoplearehowMara?:vIgot

up,removedthejeansandworepjbottomsleaving

thevestonthenipulledashawlandcoveredmyself,

supportingmybackwithacontinentalpillow

ndajongakudenjengbayenaejongekum.

Him:"what'sgoingoninyourmind"?

Me:"don'tknow"

Him:"whatdoyouknow"?

Me:"youdon'twannaknow"



Hesighed...thentookafewminutesbeforehecame

tositnexttome.Isawsomepainandstrainingin

hiseyes,face...Theveinswereallvisible,thathurtme.

Especiallyknowingthatndimomenzeabenje,I

lookeddown,avoidingeyecontactcozIcouldfeel

mychestopeningupngathindines'ngqalaandI

knewndizolilaonceIfeelthatwaysoIrather

avoidedeyecontactsothatingabingathindifuna

ucengwaoranything.Hetouchedmyhand...I

almostpulleditaway,butIdidn't

Him:"youknowyou'rewrong,admititandlet'smove

on"

Ndathula

Him:"Iboughtthese(heshowedmethreehome

pregnancytestboxes)andIknowyousayyou'renot

pregnantbutIknowIpregnantwomanwhenIsee

one.SoI'mheretobegyou,let'sdothistogether"

Me:"no...Youdon'tunderstand.Ican'tbepregnant"



Him:"iunderstandverywellandipromisewe'llface

theconsequencestogether,Ipromise"

Me:"no"

Him:"haycummon,yintonngokuingathI'mdealing

withSinothando"?

:/okaysure!

Him:"ina"

Me:"AndifIam?I'msorrybutI'mnotreadytobea

momokay?I'mnotreadytopushabigstomachfor

ninemonthsincampus,havingthosevulturesgossip

aboutmeeverywhereIturn,whatwillItellmomand

dad?ThatIalsobecamelikeEve,gotpregnantinmy

firstyearofvarsityinfactthatI'mpregnantwitha

gangsta'schild?,I'mnotreadytogetthe'Itoldyou

so'frommybrothers,myfriends,YOURfriends...Now

pls,canwejustdropthisthing"

Him:"khawyekeubamuncuSibongile!Whetheryou

takethetestornotyou'restillgoingtohavetoface

allthesepeopleeventually"

Me:"yeseventually,notnow"



Him:"youknow,you'reuptohere"?

Hemadeanindicationreferringtohisneck...I

lookeddownagain.Hiscalmnesswasworrying

me,ngokengathiuyandishoutahisvoiceisactually

initslowestanduyacacabaudikiwenyhani.Hekept

ontalkingandtalking,ngomsindoIgotupandwent

tothebathroomwiththethreetests,didtheurine

thingndabuyandamnikaandcoveredmyselfngala

shawl

Him:"khawyekeubachildishokay"

Me:"youwantedtestsright?Nazoke

ndikunikile,closethedooronyourwayout"

Youthinkhemovedaninch?Hestayedrightthere...I

wascuriousbutIwasafraidofthetruthcoznowI

thinkIknewwhatweretheresults.

Him:"youdon'twannaknowwhatthetestssay"?



Me:"no"

Him:"notevenoneofthethree"?

Icountedsilentlyfromonetoten,thenIremovedthe

shawlfrommyheadandturnedtofacehim.Hewas

smilingbutnotthekindasmileI'dwishhewas

smiling,hissmilesaiditall.

Hegavemeone,Ishookmyhead

Him:"erh...Ithinkitsbestifyoureadityourself"

Me:"ha.anababe,justdoitsigqithekulento"

Him:"well...they'realluhm,positive"

Me:"no"

Him:"you'repregnant"

Me:"no,no,noNO"

Him:"hey,hey...Don'tcrynow"

Yhohaikewhodoesn'tknownyembezizenziwa

ekhaya?Istartedreleasingmytrademarkzehla



woooobutIwasn'tmakinganysound,velekuvakale

isingqalaqha.

Icuddledmykneesandbawledmyeyesout,he

camecloserandhuggedme,Icried...noIweptin

silence,hecouldonlydojustthatandmyentirebody

washeatinguponceagain,Iwasshiveringumzimba

wonke.WhenIfinallystopped,myheadwas

throbbingsobadIcouldn'topenmyeyeswide

enoughnamndavelandaziyekelelandacimelaandI

didn'twannatalkjustyet.

Him:"nowthat'soutoftheway,weneedtofigureout

awayforward"

Ijustlayonmyback,myvestwassoakingwetkubila.

Him:"Sibongile"

Me:"mh"



Him:"saysomething"

Me:"hm.mh"

Him:"hehfondinkhawthethe,yintonman"

Me:"yhouyand'ngxolelamntanomntu"

Him:"ndithinikewhenyoudon'twannatalk?And

uzixolisekwangokukenontombi,awzokhuphasisu

apha"

Me:"orwhat"?

Him:"hayungandiphambanelimnaS'bongile

awzokhuphasisuaphauthenngoku"?

Me:"ndcelauhambe"

Him:"andiyindawountilwehaveaserioustalk"

Me:"babeIdon'twannatalk...Okay?Ijust...Iwanna

layrighthere,likethis,closemyeyessleepifpossible

andmaybe,justmaybewhenIwakeupmylifewillbe

exactlywhatIplannedittobe"

Him:"okay,youneedtimetoprocessallofthis,Iget

thatbutIhaveaplea...stopshuttingmeoutkuse

earlyforallofthesefightsbetweenus"



Me:"I'm...Okay"

Him:"sowhereto?Fromhere"?

Me:"Ijustwannagohome,that'sall"

Him:"youdon'twantustoseeadoctororanything

orthatsort"?

Me:"no...Nonotyet"

Him:"andanotherthing,thiscrazystubbornnessof

yoursisnothelpingeitheroneofus"

Andamphendula...EventhoughI'veheardtheresults

Ikepttellingmyself,nopetheirinaccuratewethu.

AndNtandowasgettingonmynerves:olomntu

akadinwakuthethatu.
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Webothfellintothisthicksilence,Iwasgetting

cold,stillshiveryandtheweatheroutsidewas

changinghadaLilcoldbreezeandshowersofrain.I

gotupandsearchedforahoodie,



Him:"Ithinkitsbestifyousleepovertonight"

Me:"no,I'llbefinerighthere"

Him:"don'tforgettopackextraclothes,yourlunch

withtheTitustwin"

Me:"butIsaidI'mnotgo-"

MxmIdidn'tseeapointinarguingwithhim,Itook

outblackrippedjeans,thesamewhitelacecropped

topandthesneakersIwasgonnawearearlier

beforeHEstoodmeup.Ipackedmytoiletrybag

alongwiththeseclothesthenIremovedlevest

imanziandworemyPJtop,madesureIhad

everythingIneededwithmeincludingthe

medicationlomntuubusyonhisphoneallthistime

Me:"I'mdone"

Him:"leadtheway"



Itookmybagandledtheway,IwenttokissJr

Liz:"hey,yougoing"

Me:"yeah,bebackafterlunchIthink"

Eve:"thankGod...Iwasstartingtoworryyou'lldieof

depressioninthatroom"

Ijustsmiledandleft,Ntandowasleftbehind

encokolasomethingwiththemIwaitedoutside.My

headwasrunningincircles,soIsatdownandlooked

downbetweenmyknees...hecameoutandopened

thecar,Iwasafewstepsawayfromthecarsohe

justlookedatmeandgotin,mysideonthefarend:/

damnndicingaledistancekengokyophakamaapha

andwalktothedoor:o

Him:"canwego"

Me:"justasecond"



Itriedgettingup...AndIsucceeded.Problemis,I

couldn'tmoveforward,ntlokoyamyavelayajikeleza

andIstartedfeelingnauseasagain.Iheldontoa

poleforsupportandIwasslipping,cozmyhands

wereslipperywetwithsweat

Him:"bab-ohwhatnow"

Iheardhe'sgettingoutofthecar,whenIfelthis

hand,Iblankedout.

-

WhenIwokeupIwasinhisbed...withiceonmy

forehead:oIopenedmyeyesandlooked

around,gqibandaphakamaandsatup.Hewas

sleeping,emini?Ntandobesleepingduringtheday?

Hayangekhe!Itriedgettingoutofbed,Ineededthe

bathroomsoItestedmyfateandrealizedthatI

couldwalkthedistancefromthebedtothelooandI

did,fikaebathroomandwashedmyface.IsawthatI

hadbloodinmynose:/Itriedblowingitkanti

ndimoshileke...lavelalabhobhozangathiliphuma



kwitap.Igrabbedanearbytowelandndcoveredmy

noseasIwalkedbacktowhereIputtheice

ndaphindandalalangomqoloandputtheiceonmy

forehead.Idon'tknowwhybuttheminuteIclosed

myeyes,tearsstartedflowing.MaybejustmaybeI

sawhowthiswholesituationwasaffectinghimeven

ifhewasn'tgonnasayso.

IcriedbecauseIwasthedisappointmentIwas

warnednottobe,IcriedbecauseIfellintothistrap

nowI'mnodifferentfromAnelisaorChuma,Icried

becauseItriedthinkingaboutmyfutureasa

gangastasbabymomma,thedramathatIperceived

wastoomuchandIprayedsilentlythatGodmustn't

givemeason,Chumawillbeontheoutpathofwar

cozumntanakheistheheirsoifIboreNtandoason

zobangathiI'mtrynariphersonofhisheirshipandI

wasn't...Iwasn'tlookingfortroublefromanyonebut

Iwassurethat'sallIwasgonnagetfromnowon.I

didnotbyonechancedoubthe'lltakecareofmebut

Iwasreallyafraidoftheexposurenowfromboth

Husfriendsandfoes.Bendinesingqalafromcrying



andIcouldn'tcontrolthatoneke...hewokeupand

sawthatI'mcryingwasondelacloserthanhealready

was...Ididn'twannaopenmyeyes,butIcouldfeelhis

breathing

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"sssh"

Me:"ifIcould,Iwouldturnbackthetimeandbe

safer...I'mreallysorryforwhatIputusin"

Him:"babe,don'tdothis"

Me:"Ntando,allthistimeI'vebeenwithyouI'venever

seenyousleepingduringtheday.Youneverhave"

Him:"itsnotbecauseofyou,I'mjusttiresthat'sall"

Ndathula

Him:"vukas'ncokole"

Isatupndasusalatowelfrommyforeheadand



lookedathimasIfinishedwipingmyeyes,thenose

bleedinghadstopped.

Him:"Iunderstandyou'reunderalotofpressureand

yourhormoneshavetakenover"

Me:"no,I'vejustbeeninsensitivethat'sall"

Him:"tomorrowwe'llgotoadoctor,he'llexplainalot

ofthingstoyouregardingthechangesweshould

expectinyourbodyandpsychologicalstateandthat

doesn'tmeanyou'llgocrazy,justmeasthere'llbe

someemotionalrollercoastersthatyoushould

expectandbeawareof"

Me:"kay"

Him:"wecandothis"

Me:"I'mnotsure"

Him:"havefaith"

Ilookedaround,lookingformyphone.



Him:"ufunani"

Me:"myphone"

Him:"itscharging,yiyeke.Talktomeaboutyour

feelingsandthoughtsaboutthissituationwe'rein"

Me:"canwejustwaittillwegotothedoctor"?

Him:"okay"

Me:"thanks...butnow,I'mhungry"

Him:"sizophekantoniorshouldwebuytakeaways"?

Me:"ha.asambesopheka"

Wewalkeddownstairsoneaftertheother,ha.ana

lantoyobaaveleamdidikeibibuyaagain:'(Ididn't

knowhowtoaddressittohimthough,especially

sincehe'sbeenverysupportiveeventhroughoutthis

ishI'vebeengivinghim.Whenwereachedthe

kitchenIwasquite,velendenzeqhalentondifuna

uyenzaandhejuststoppedwandijamela

Him:"spititout"



Me:"mh"?

Him:"yintonngoku"?

Isighedandputtheknifedown...

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtoexplainthis"

Him:"don'texplain,justsayit"

Me:"I'msorryneh,butndivelandidikweyipresence

yakho"

Him:"ohthat,Inoticed"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"ndikudikilenangoku"

Me:"...Yes"

Him:"okay,I'llgiveyousomespace...callmeifyou

needanything"

Iwatchedhimgo...



Me:"uzoyaphikengok"?

Him:"Ihavetogosomewhereanyway,qha

bendisonqenaukushiyawedwa"

Me:"oh"

Hewalkedout...Icookedussupperandnowthathe

wasn'taroundIfeltlighter.
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Ididn'twaitforhimtocomebackbecauseIsensed

hewouldn'tcomebackjustyet,Idishedupforboth

ofusseparatelyndatyamnathenIwatchedTV.

Tookmyphoneandcalledmom

Her:"lookwhodecidedtorememberhome"

Me:"heymom"

Her:"mydearyousounddown,howareyou''?



Me:"I'mgoodhow'severythingathome"?

Her:"everything'sperfectmydear"

Somethinginthatanswerdidn'tsitwellwithme...

Shewashidingsomethingfromme.

Me:"how'sdad"

Her:"yourdad?He'sgood"

Me:"momIknowsomethingIwrong,pleasetellme"

Her:"nonothingiswrongmydear"

Me:"mom"

Shesighed,Iwaitedforhertotalkcozsomething

wasreallyup

Her:"dadisnotverywell"

Me:"what'swrongwithhim"?



Her:"he'sdiagnosedwithlungcancerandithas

spreadsomuchthere'snothingwecandoaboutit"

Me:"no"

Her:"seewhyIdidn'twannatellyou"

Me:"no,no...Sowejustsitbackandwatchhimdiein

pain?No,theremustbesomespecialistwecanget

forhim"

Her:"hesayshedoesn'twannawastemoneyforthe

inevitable"

Me:"haveyoutoldMarc?OrLuke"?

Her:"no...Wedon'twannastressMarcuswiththis

joyhehasjustreceived"

Me:"butmom"

Her:"andLukehasbeeninandoutofthecountryso

wehaven'thadachancetotalktohim"

Me:"mom,whydoIfeellikeyouwerenotplanningto

tellusthatdadissick"?

Her:"that'snottruebaby"

Me:"okay,ifthat'ssothendidyouatleasttellKeri?



Eve?Oneofyourchildren"?

Her:"noandIhadgoodreason"

Me:"yho"

Her:"whenisyourlastexam"?

Me:"intwoweeksandI'llbecominghome"

Her:"noproblem,butpromisemeyouwon'ttellyour

siblings.WhenyouandEvereturnhome,I'llmake

sureyourbrothersdotoosoI'lltelleveryoneatthe

sametime"

Me:"okay"

Her:"thankyouforcalling,mychild"

Me:"I'llbeanuisancefromnowonma"

Her:"youknowIdon'tmind"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Her:"Iloveyoubabygirl"

Me:"greetdaddyforme"

Her:"Iwill,keepsafe"

Me:"thankyou"



Wehungup...NowhowthehellamIsupposedto

keepthissecret?IhavemyownwhichIboundto

comeoutprettysoonbuttonottellmysiblingsthat

dadisdyingisjustabsurd.Itwasn'tevensupper

timeyet,tobeaccurateitwastofiveandIwasn't

sleepyatall.Ijustneededtojob,butndizojogger

naban?Ican'tswimnowkuyabanda-_-nowImissed

Jo'burgsomuchcozI'dbeouttheresweatingitall

out.Iwashedmyplateandwenttositonthe

couch....Decidedtocallhimmakabuyengoku

Him:"babe"

Me:"ndicelaubuye"

Him:"I'mbusyrightnow,I'llcallyouback"

Me:"oh"

Iheardafamiliarvoicekwibackground...Thensome

shuffling.



Owe:"sisimolo"

Me:"hey,moloboyunjani"?

Him:"I'mokaythankyou,Imissyou"

Me:"celakutatakhouzondbonandiyahamba

ngomso"

Him:"okay"

Me:"seeyoujustnow"

Him:"baumamaakavumi"?

Me:"mcengeboy"

Him:"okayke...ndizomcenga.Byebye"

Me:"goodluckbaby"

Sincehisdadsaidhewasbusy,Ihunguprightafter

speakingwithOwe...Isattherethinking,dadcan'tdie

now.Yestheyareold,likethey'rereallyoldbut,no

man.Noneofushasgraduatedyetsohecan'treally

dienowandkesanaabantubecancerbayathanda

unikwaIsixmonthstolive.Havingheardthesenews

inmyemotionalstate,everythingjustgottooheavy.I



cuddledmyselfonthatcouchdeepinthought...I

onlysnappedsekukudalaandmyphonewasringing

:/Idon'tknowforhowlongithadbeenringing,I

wipedmytearssniffingandansweredthephone

Me:"low"

Him:"don'ttellmeyou'vebeencryingkwakhona"

Me:"noIwasn't"

Him:"yourvoiceis...Nevermind,I'monmywayhome

withOwentandosikuthengelenton"?

Me:"noI'mcoolthanks"

Him:"you'resure"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"okay...seeyoujustnow"

Me:"sure"

AfterhangingupIranupstairsandwashedmy

face,putonvanishingcreamndabuyelaezantsiand



watchedamovie.Theycamein,lolOwecametohug

me,sancokolanje,hisdadlookedatmesuspiciously

Ipretendednottoseehim,Ididn'twannaarguewith

himnow...I'vehadenoughofthatforoneday.

Him:"haveyoueaten"

Me:"yes,celauphakelenoOwe,yoursisintheoven"

Him:"sure"

NdahlalandincokolanoOwelolhe's

changed,akafanilikethefirsttimeImethim,hisdad

camebackwithhisfoodwatyabancokolamna

ndabukelaITV.PasteightIdecidedtogoandsleep

soIleftthembesenzaIhomeworkkaOwe,Ireached

upstairsndakhululaandbathed.Isoakedmyself

there,Itriedcallingmybrotherhaysanaayphumeli

ndazamandancama...Thishasgottobetheworst

dayofmylife.FindingoutI'mpregnantandthatmy

dadisdyingofcancer.Itcouldn'tgetworstthan

this...Heknockedonthedoor,Ididn'tanswerhimso

hejustcameinandstoodatadistancewatchingme



Me:"I'mnotgonnadrownmyself"

Him:"youwouldn'tdare...nowcomeout,uzongezelaI

feverngalentouyenzayo"

Me:"kay"

Hedidn'tmove,Ididn'tmove.Ifoundsolaceinjust

closingmyeyesandlettingthebubblesmeltaround

mybodysoIjustclosedmyeyesandmeditated

pretendinglikehe'snothere

Me:"plsclosethedoor"

Him:"I'mwaitingforyou"

Me:"Ntandobrai-mxmnevermind"

Idrainedthewateroutofthebathandcleanedit

thenIdriedmybodywithatowel,wenttothe

bedroomndanxibaPJsandgotintobedlookingthe

otherway...hecameandundresses,woreboxers



onlywalalangomqolo.Myphonerang...Soso

Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,yousleepingalready"

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"okay...arewestillonfortomorrow"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"Iwasthinking,can'twedobreakfast?Ihappen

tohaveafamilymeetingbylunchtime"

Me:"okay,whattime"?

Him:"noyouchoosethetime"

Me:"let'sdotenthen"

Him:"alright,shouldIpickyouup"?

Me:"no,Iuhm,I'llfindmywaydon'tworry"

Him:"okay.Seeyouatbreakfast"

Me:"seeyouthenbuddy"



Wehungup.Icalledmomagain...

Her:"babygirl"

Me:"mom,how'sdad"?

Her:"he'ssleepingnow"

Me:"okay,I'llcallagaininthemorning"

Her:"okay,sleeptightbaby"

Me:"thankyou,goodnight"

Her:"night"

Isighedandclosedmyeyes,IsooowishIhad

ubuthongondilalebutIdidn't,Ispenteventherestof

myreserveearlier.Thingis,Idon'tknowwhatIwas

supposedtosaytoNtando:/Ididn'treallywanna

talktohim,IcouldsayIwantedtobeheldclosefora

cuddle,maybeakissontheforeheadbutnotalking.

Him:"something'sbotheringyou"



Me:"hm.mh"

Him:"cummon"

Me:"babepls"

Him:"Ican'thelpifyoudon'ttellmewhatyou're

goingthroughkodwakebabe"

Me:"when'smybrothercominghome"

Him:"urhm...Ngomso"

Me:"whenlastdidyoutalktohim"?

Him:"earliertoday"

Me:"kay"

Him:"why"

Me:"Ican'treachhimonphone"

Him:"maybeheswitcheditoff"

Me:"ifyousayso"

Ndathulagqibakwam...Wellweslept,infactheslept.

WhenIwassurehe'sfastasleepIleftthebedand

wentdownstairswithmyphonendabukelaLawand



order.ItriedMarcusagainbutIcouldn'treachhim

ndancamandafounelauLuke.Hepickedup

immediately

Him:"you'resupposedtobesleeping"

Me:"Ican't,whenlastdidyouspeaktoMarc"?

Him:"Marc?Why"?

Me:"noIjustwantknow,Ican'treachhimonphone"

Him:"wellthere'sagoodexplanationforthat"

Me:"thereis"?

Him:"yeahuhm..Marcwasshotthisafternoonb-"

Me:"what?Where?Howishe"?

Him:"BUT,heisalright"

Me:"he'salright?How"?

Him:"thebulletgrazedhim,itdidn'tpenetrate.You

havetopromisemeyouwon'ttellanyonethough"

Me:"you'rekidding"

Him:"I'mserious,hedoesn'twanttoupsetlizorthe



folks"

Me:"yho...okay"

Him:"nowgotosleep.I'llupdateyouinthemorning"

Me:"kay"

Wehungup...mythroatwasdry.WhyonearthamI

theonetoholdtheseawfulsecrets?Ontheother

hand...Whydidn'tNtandotellmethatmybrother

wasshot?Somuchfornothavingsecretsinthis

relationship.
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IstayedupuntilIwashungryagainbutIdidn'twant

food,Iwantedicecream soIwanttoscoopitupfor

myselfyagcwalaIbowl,Isearchedforwafersor

biscuits,andIfoundtheminthebreadbinIatethem

withthecream.Hewalkedinphaaangepast01:00

orsoandcametositdownnexttome...Hetookmy

spoonandatemyicecream,cimbandizothetha?No

Iwasn'tgonnasayanything.



Him:"didyouatleastgetsomerest,cozIdoubtyou

sleptonebit"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"youknowignoringmeisn'tgonnahelpanyof

us"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"ufunandithinikeS'bongile"

Me:"Iwantyoutotellmewhyyoudidn'ttellmemy

brothergotshot"

Him:"oh"

Cwaka...Ididn'tlookathim,Ididn'trepeatthe

question,Ididn'tdoanything.Ijustwaited.

Him:"baby"

-

Him:"Baby"?



Me:"mh"

Him:"Ididn'ttellyoubecauseheinsistedwekeepit

toourselves"

Me:"sothat'showthingswillbebetweenus"?

Him:"no,butwhenitcomestobusinessImakethe

businessdecisions"

Me:"youdoknowthatheismybrotherfirstbefore

beingabusinessassociate?Andifhegetshurtthe

leastyoucandoistotellme,notkeepmeinthe

dark"

Him:"Idon'tdiscussbusinessathome,eveniffamily

isinvolved.Itsbetterthatway"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"nowifImayask...whotoldyou"

Me:"doesn'tmatter"

Him:"okayI'msorry"

Me:"don'tbe,itsjustbusiness.Right"?

Him:"thenwhyareyoumakingmefeelbadaboutit"



Me:"I'mmakingyou?How"?

Him:"babes"

Me:"don'tbother,ambolala..."

Him:"I'mactuallygoingout"

Ndamjonga...hebetterbekidding!

Him:"there'ssomethingIhavetoattendto,I'llbe

backbeforeyouwakeup"

Me:"ubundithathelelentoekhaya"?

Him:"khayekeubasensitive,Iwon'ttakeevenan

hour"

Me:"mxm,dowhateverfillsyourcookiejar"

Him:"uyazbona"?

Ilefthimthereandwentupstairs,fikandangena

ezingubeni.MaybethistimeIwillsleepnyhani.



YeahIfellasleepshame,notevenforlongphofu.I

wokeupandsataloneinthatbed...BeforewhenI'm

stressedIusedtoeatalot,butnowIthinkI'm

startingtoloosesleepcozIreallyalotonmymind.I

lookedonwherehe'ssupposedtobesleepingandI

feltasharppaindeepinmyheart,tearsstungmy

eyessohardIshutthemdowninpreventionbutI

couldn't...YazIaskedmyselfwhyI'mcryingbutI

didn'thaveananswerready...allIhadwastears

andmoretears.Iheardthedooropeningfrom

downstairs,Iquicklywipedmytearsandcovered

myselfsothatangabonintohecameupstairsand

gotinbed,gavemehisbackandmusthavefallen

asleep.JongathistimeItriedmybesttofallsleep

kodwadololoabuzituIplayedpacmanonmyphone

:)itseemedliketheonlythingIcoulddongelxesha

andIwasn'tevenhungry.IwantedtocuddlebutI

wasafraidofuphoxwa:/Idon'tlikeitwhenwe

fight...Verbally,kobekiselaphiifweeverreacha

stagewherewefightphysically?Ifweeverreach

thatstage.WhenIwastiredofplayinggamesIwent

closertohimputtingmyarmslowlyacrosstough

bodyuntilIsettled,hemovedaLilbutdidn't



turn...justfeelinghiswarmthwasenoughtodragme

tosleep.Isleepfortherestofthefewhoursthat

wereleftbutstillndavukakuqalakunaye.Iwent

downstairsandmadebreakfast...forthethreeofus.

ImadeporridgeencincithenIdishedupintosmall

bowls,soakedthepotinhotwaterasIpreparedto

makethecontinentalbreakfast.Owentandowalked

inallsmiles

Him:"goodmorning"

Me:"morningtoyou,sleptwell"?

Him:"very,what'sforbreakfast"?

Me:"youcanstartwiththatbowlthengobathfor

school"

Him:"Ithought...Aretherenoeggs"?

Me:"you'lleatthemwhenyou'vebathedandready

forschool"

Him:"soundsfair.Where'sdad"?

Me:"stillsleeping"



Him:"hebetterbeupbeforeIgo"

Me:"unlessIvorisdrivingyoutoschool"

Him:"heeeyazutata"

Ilaughedathim...andencouragedhimtoeatup.

ThenIgotbusywiththerestofthebreakfast.Owe

ateupandranbackupstairs,Iatemyownporridge

andwenttohelphimprepareforschool,Iironedhis

uniform,packedhisbooksandmadehisbed.

Me:"shouldIalsopackalunchboxforyou"?

Him:"momusuallygivesmemoneybut,I'dlikelunch

enkosisisi"

Me:"okay...let'sgodown"

WewentdownstairsImadehimlunch,disheduphis

breakfastonaplatewatya,Iwenttocheckonhis

dad,hewasstillsleeping.Itookoneofhisphonesto

lookforIvor'snumber,Igotitthenndahamba

ndabuyelaKuboy,likewhenIhadhisphone,Iwas

temptedtocheckmessages:vanythingtohold

againsthimbutndaqondbanowisnotthetimeto



snooparound..

Me:"sowhatelse"?

Him:"well...PlscallMrIvor"

Me:"he'sonhisway"

Him:"okay,thenwe'redone.Thankyou"

Me:"so,howmuchpocketmoneydoyouusuallyget"?

Him:"R20sisi"

Me:"wellsinceIwon'tbeseeingyoutomorrowhow

aboutIgiveyouR50"

Him:"don'tletdadhearyou"

Wesmiledandsharedahug,heardaknockandthen

Ivortookhimtoschool.Idishedupbae'sbreakfast

intoaplate.Makehimcoffeejustthewayhelikesit

andwentupstairsndamvusaasIputthetraynextto

him...heturnedandopenedhiseyeskancinci



Me:"breakfastisready"

Him:"mh"

IpushedhimaLilsoIcansitwhereheslept,he

movedandsatuplookingconfused

Him:"itsnotmybirthday,right"?

Me:"no,but...Iwantedtodosomethingnice.Apeace

offering"

Him:"ohokay"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"hey,kuseearlyforthatemotionalroadtrip"

Me:"Iknow...butasIsaid,thisismypeaceoffering"

Hesmiled,okaynowthatwasaninvitationformeto

kisshim.Okosisilwathesepastfewdayswehaven't

reallyconnected.WekissedforawhilethenImoved

back,stillsmiling



Me:"I'msorryforbeinghardonyouaboutthis

pregnancything,andIpromiseIwon'tmeddleon

yourbusinessoryourbusinessethicsagain"

Him:"enkosi"

Me:"butwhatIcan'tpromiseisthemoodswings

issue...CozIdon'treallyknowthecause"

Him:"Ido...butwe'lltakeitasitcomes.Nowona

seriousnote,where'sOwe"?

Me:"ohhe'sgonetoschoolalready"

Him:"haibo,whyningandivusanga"?

Me:"well..."

Him:"okayitsfine.Thankyou"

Me:"let'seat"

Weate,IonlyateaLilcozIwasn'treallyhungry.
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WhenweweredoneItooktheplatesdownand

washedthemIhadbreakfastdatewithLwandiso,

that'spartofthereasonwhyIcouldn'treallyeat

muchwithbae.Icleanedthekitchen,fakalapapa

yakhekwifridgeandwentbackupstairs,hewasstill

inbedandthat'ssounlikehimsoexcusemefor

feelingabitsadwhenIsawhim.Igotinbedbut

didn'trest,Isatuplookingathim,helookedupand

smiled

Me:"youokay"?

Him:"yeah"

Me:"I'mserious,areyouokay?Ifitsmesayit,IknowI

haven'tbeentheidealgirlfriendokondfikile"

Him:"I'mokaybabe"

Me:"kay"

Iattemptedtogetupandlethimbe,hegrabbedmy

armndabuyelakwisameposition



Me:"mh"?

Him:"sondela"

Ibowedandourlipsmet,forasecondwebreathed

thesameairwithoutanysortofmovement.The

connectionwasdivine,thenwekissedso

passionately,wekissedsoslowandseductiveand

somehowthepaceincreasedandthepositions

changed.Iwasnowunderneathhim,hekissedme

fromtheforeheaddowntomystomachWakhe

wahlalaphakissingallarounditthenhecameback

upandkissedmealloveragain.Ifeltspecial,likethe

firsttimeIdidwhenhetookawaymyvirginity,Ifelt

lovedandneededandcontentcozIhadallhis

attentiononme.Nothingmakesmehappierthan

that,knowingthatheishearwithme,mind,bodyand

soul.Fromthekissestomakinglove...Likewe

lustedovereachothersomuchthatonegowasn't

enoughwehadtogothreemoretimesanditwas

intense,moreintensethananythingI'vehad

encounteredthesepastfewdays.Whenwewere

doneherestedonmybossom,Iplayedwithhisears



fullyknowinghewilldriftofftosleep

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyouevenmore"

Me:"evenifndiyakuphoxaatsomepoint,justalways

knowthatIloveyou,nooneelse"

Ikissedhisheadandclosedmyeyesjustforafew

minutes,IreallywantedtomeetSosososleeping

wasn'tgonnagivemethat.PasteightIwoke

up,shookhimsoftlyandheshiftedandthenIwent

tobathndalungisandagqibaandwokehimup

Him:"mh"

Me:"I'mgoingout"

Him:"oh"

Hesatup...Lookedmeupthendowngqiba



wancuma

Him:"Titus"?

Me:"yeah,wedecidedtodobreakfastinsteadof

lunch"

Him:"canIdriveyou"

Me:"pls"

Him:"fiveminutes"

Me:"sho"

Hegotupandwenttoshower,ImadethebedandI

openedthewindowsmakingsureKufreshkule

room:vhecamebackandgotdressedthenwe

walkeddown

Me:"youknowyoucouldaskIvortodriveme"

Him:"Iwannadriveyoumyself"

Me:"Isenseukukhweletasomewhere"



Him:"Ihaveeveryright...worseunxibeIcroptophay

angekhe"

Me:"heheeee!Soukhweletiswayilecroppedtop?

Ndiytshintshe"?

Him:"won'tmakeanydifference...masambefuthi"

Ilaughedathimaswegotintohiscar,hispersonal

carthenhedrovemetoV&AIcalledSosowhileI

wasstillinthecarewathiakakafikiImustgivehim

abouttenminutesnyhanikeItoldbaehewas

pleased,lolwhythough?

Me:"like,whyikonwabisalento"

Him:"Igettoukubukandanele,notthatndiyanela

phof"

Me:"heee!Awsithangawena"

Him:"andifikikuwe,hehbabelomtanaangaklinge

abenepneumonianjengbaungazithandiiimpahla"

Me:"ohpuhleez,itsnotevenababyyet"



Him:"suthiit,nguhim"

Me:"himmyfoot,izobanguherlona"

Him:"babyman,ndizoythinienyeintombiekhonau

Thando"?

Me:"don'tgetmewrongokay,iloveSinoandshe

knowsthatbutngowakhonoAnelisababe,I've

alwayswantedababygirlformyself,dotoherallthe

thingsIdesiredgrowingup"

Him:"mmmkay...But,Istillsayitsahim"

Me:"let'sagreetodisagreeke"

Him:"yesma'am"

Me:"Imeanttoaskyou,whatdoesyourdaylooklike"?

Him:"I'llbebusyalldayrightafterI'vetakenyou

homefromthisdateofyours"

Me:"true,yeyam...wenauzobeusenzaniwhileI'm

enjoyingmydate"?

Him:"I'lljustpopinatsomeofmyfranchisestopass

time"

Me:"thatmeansuzondilinda"?



Him:"insimpleyes"

Me:"wow,okay"

Ansmscamethrough...

Me:"well,Igottarun"

Him:"thankGodIwasbeginningtothinkyou'vebeen

stoodup"

Me:"ouch...Butthenagain,Sosowouldneverdothat

tome"

Him:"oh-hoo,byebyebaby"

Me:"comegivemeareasontomissandthinkofyou

throughoutthisdate"

Hesmiled,wekissed.YholomfanahaswhatIcall

loveforreal...youknoweachdaythatpassesIpraya

silentprayerthatGodmusthelpmemaintainthis

relationshipI'vestartedwithhimcozat

times,growingupwithoutafathermakesustonot



knowhowtorespectandrightfullyhonourthemen

thatcomeintoourlives,but,ontheotherhandit

makesushungerforattentionfromthem.Luckyfor

me,MrSmithwastheretopickupthepiecesalong

withhiswifewhenIreachedastagewhereIrealized

thatIhavenoonetocallaparentanymore.

IleftthecarandwalkedtolendawoatheuSoso

sizotyakuyo,wehuggedandorderedourbreakfast

haikefromthetimewesatdown,yaqalaincokololI

missedhisdramamorethananythingmost

importantlyImissedthisfreshairthathenaturally

possesses,thisgreatlightthathebringswhenImain

thedarkcornerhe'lljustpoptheblackballoon

ndibonesomesilversprinkleseveninabadsituation.
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Him:"shlobosam,uqubhakubisiuyayiva"?

Me:"heeehaySosoyintonngok"?

Him:"ikhomkhomLenayeyothini"



Me:"haykhandyeke"

Him:"uphiumntuwakhokengok''?

Me:"he'saround,Idon'treallyknowwhere

specifically"

Him:"he'streatingyouwell,ndibonaaphakuwe"

Me:"wellisanunderstatement,myfriend.Thatguy?

Yho"

Him:"evenxauthethangayeyouhavethisglow,in

yourfacemyfriend"

Me:"he'sreallygood,hemakesmesmilethroughmy

tears"

Him:"we'llhe'sforkeeps.Heeeandoqhelwangu

Asavela"?

Loooolhaikendavelandatyhafa..Sancokola

sancokolakefromtentopasteleven,onspentone

hourwithjustacoupleofminuteswiththedudebut

itfeltliketenweeksandacoupleofdays:v



Him:"izansikukhaphebabe"

Me:''noyoutagalong,he'snotarrivedyet"

Him:"okaykeIgottarun...haveaniceandsafetrip"

Wehuggedforalongtime,thenwalkedourseparate

ways.IcalledbaeevenbeforeIsetfootinthat

parkinglotcozndamazngenzekaakekhokwaphaya

Him:"hello"

Me:"eshe"

Him:"hey,readytogo"?

Me:"yeah,uphi"

Him:"klandawoubundishiyekuyo"

Me:"okayndiyezake"

Him:"sure"

Ihungupandwalkedout,yesIsawthecarbutwhen

Inearedit,Irealizedhe'snotinside-(Itriedthedoors



zavuleka:oIgotinside.Ubabyunjani?Kodwa?

Ushiyeimotoyodwawithoutanysupervision,

unlocked?Inadamnedparkinglot?Hayyaxokalo

he'slookingfortrouble,uyabamemaabatsotsi

ngokwakhestrubob.Isatinsidethereandlayahad

onmyfulltummy,lolforonceIsmiled...Thisis

gonnaonehelluvalongjourneythough.Isnapped

whenheopenedtheotherdoor,hisdoorandwalked

in

Him:"mmmh,someoneissmilingoverhergreatest

fear"

Ilookedatmyhandsandlaughed,okaysure...So

what?

Me:"masambewethu"

Him:"awbawelinophaubabywakhoaLilkiss"?

Me:"no"

Him:"usure?Imean...likereallysure"?

Me:"yes"



Him:"mh,masambe"

Hedrovetohishouse.Whenwereachedthe

house,wegotoutIwaswalkingefront,hethrewme

thekeysndavulaandthrewmyselfonthecouch

removingmyshoes.Hefollowedinandsatwhere

mylegswere,puttingthemonhislaps...massaging

myfeetandankles.

Him:"youknow,IwasneverthereforChumawhen

shewaspregnantwithOwe"

Me:"oh"

Him:"shewasjustlikeyou,pigheadedandself

opinionated.FightingeverythingandeverymoveI

make...butwithherIwasstillsuperhandsonwithall

mybusinessessowheneverhermoodsstarted,I'd

justupandleavendiyobuyaafterthreeweeksora

month"

Me:"yhu!Thatlong"?

Him:"yeah,thenkesohlukana...whatI'mtrynasayis



thatIwannabehandsonkulenaIpregnancy"

Me:"KuAnelisa?Whathappened"?

Him:"shewasalwaystraveling,Iwasalwaysbusy.

ButkekuyoyonkelontoItrymakingupforthelost

times"

Me:"Icanseethat"

Him:"Ilovemykids,verymuch"

Me:"Idon'tdoubtthat"

Him:"youdon't?Thengivemeachancewithhim,as

hegrowsitwon'tbeeasyforyouIknow.Youhaveto

expectalotofphysicalchanges,maybe

ungazithandi...you'llgothroughsomeabsurd

cravingsbutaofthatindicatehisgrowth"

Me:"well,ifwecanbecivilthroughoutthispregnancy

I'msureI'llgiveyouahappybabygirl"

Hesmiled...Iknow,ufunainkwenkweIwantagirl.

SobonakeuSomandlauzophendulabanikuyo

yonkelonto.



Him:"soyouplanningtorestuntilyourflight"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"good...Ihavesomewheretotakeyou"

Me:"argh,thedoctor?Ungxamelenipho"

Him:"actuallyno,butIcan'ttellyou"

Me:"oh"

Igotup,woremysneakersagainandweleft...He

tookmetoaspa:Dwebothdidafull,with

facials,saunaandall.Thenwewentforamovieand

aLilshoppingnyanaandthenofcozsomeicecream

:/wellmnaIwantedamilkshakeandIgotit.

Wewenttochillatapark,withthepicnicstuff:o

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidyou'llbebusyiminiyonke"

Him:"Iam"



Me:"heee,worseIwantedtospoilyou"

Him:"Ibeatyoutoit,there'llalwaysbeanext

time...otherwiseinjanikeiminiyakhoyokugqibela

eKapa"?

Me:"greatactually"

Imovedandsatonhim,kissinghimsoftlyandlightly

untilweblendedintothispowerfulsource.ThenI

heardafamiliarvoice,Istoppedandlookedup:D

therewasOwerunningtowardsusehamba

nomamakheIshouldthink,sinceI'veneverreallymet

her.IsatnexttoNtando,hewasrelaxedandthat

kindasurprisedme:/thoughthewould

panic...wafika

Him:"mowlenisisi"

Me:"hey,howwasschool"

Him:"good,butwecameoutearly.Dad,walalawena"

Him:"I'msorryboy,I'llmakeupforit"



Chumacameup..

Her:"molweni"

Us:"eweke"

Her:"nguwelosisi?Umhleshame"

Ntando:"shameuyaphi"?

Her:"ndiyamsizela"

Ntando:"mxm"

HaikewashwaqauChumamntakadadkwade

kwadikwanoOwentandowathihaysisisiyahamba

nomama,lolIdidn'treallymind,itskindanicetoknow

whereyouroppositionstands...cozakayiyoI

competitionyamasfarasI'mconcerned.
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Theyleftkesanandashiyekandijongelousecalen



kwam...hisface:vIjustburstinlaughter

Him:"nton"?

Me:"umenzanumntanawabantu"

Him:"haymanChumahasstupidtendencies"

Me:"she'syourbabymommamyekefondin"

Him:"whyumthethelela"

Me:"babyumntuakenziwalonto...I'mnothereto

dividey'all.Zamaum'treaterrightman"

Him:"ItreatherrightnjebabeawmaziuChuma

wena,usezokugezelauthisaa"

Me:"nana,trygettingintohershoes.Ithinkshestill

lovesyou,soitcan'tbeeasyseeingyouinlovewith

someoneelse"

Him:"andikuunderstand'Ikodwababecozitsnotlike

wenaufikendisenayeuChumasowhyshouldshe

bejealousofyou"?

Me:"youreallydon'tunderstand"



Him:"masiy'yekelencoko"

Me:"siy'yekilecanwegohomenow"

Him:"yeah"

Wegotupandpacked,sagodukafikakwakheand

packedmythingsintomybag.ThenIwalked

downstairstohim

Him:"you'rereallyleavingme"

Me:"masambesobabini"

Him:"I'mtempted"

Me:"masambemanndizobanesyalingeweekend"

Him:"whattimeyouwritingngomso"?

Me:"fromninetotwelve"

Him:"okay,I'llcomengomsoke"

Me:"mmkay,nowdrivemehomepls"

Him:"IthinkIdeserveakisskuqala"



Me:"you'llgetyourkisswhenyou'vetakenmehome"

Him:"whatifIwannacallIvortotakeyou"

Me:"awsozeshame"

Him:"haibo"

Me:"hayawsozebabe.Tchin,hayibanentloni"

Helaughedwaphakamaandtookmybagsangena

emotweni.

Him:"khawqhube"

Me:"nyhani"?

Hethrewmeakeyndaygangaandstartedthecar:D

hedoesn'tknowthefeelingofdrivinghiscarkanti.I

tookthelongroutetakingmehome...theadrenaline

rushingthroughoutmyentirebody.SafikaekhayaI

parked,turnedtohimandsmashedmyliponhis...

Hechuckledandkissedmeback,wekissedonce

more.Untilwewerebothcontent.



Him:"okay,thankyou"

Me:"Iloveyouman,Ireallydo"

Him:"Iloveyoutoobabe,especiallymorenowthat

you'recarryingmyboy"

Me:"baby,thisisagirl"

Him:"okaykemntwam"

Ikissedhimonceagain,thenwegotoutandwalked

outtowardsthehouse.

Evehadpackedalready,wewalkedin,greetedthen

ndabashiyaandwenttopackallmyclothesthenI

walkeddownfikakumnandikuhlekwa

Me:"akusemandi"

Eve:"hey...soIhearyouwantagirl"

Ilookedatbae:/really?



Eve:"don'tyoudarelookathim"

Liz:"you'llmakeagreatmomthough"

Iwasn'treallycomfortablewiththisconversation,

excuseme.Isatdownnexttohimandleanedmy

headonhisshouldernotwantingtoansweranything

Him:"youseemybabyisupsetnow"

Eve:"arghpuh-leez,she'strynagetyourattention"

Liz:"atleastyou'reherecozifshestartsnow,they'll

leavefortheairportinthissamestate"

Me:"I'mstillhereyouknow"?

Liz:"itstrue,you?Itslikeyoustudiedhowtogiveone

thesilenttreatment"

Him:"Icantestifyonthat"

Inudgedhisribcagewahleka...howdoeshesupport

them?Tchinakanantloniubabe.



Eve:"weshouldgetgoing"

Him:"yeahthepilothasbeenwaitingforsometime

now"

Me:"andyoudidn'tmentionthat"

Him:"uh-uh,don'tgothere"

:v:v

Okay.

Hehelpedmewithmybag,Evetookherssangena

emotweni:DIdroveustotheairport,weboardedthe

jet...Ihuggedbaefordearliferightatthestairsof

thejet.

Me:"masambeman"

Him:"Ihavesomewheretogotorightnow,I'llcome

ngomsoIpromise"



Me:"asinrightnow?Now"?

Hekissedme,Imelted.Thenhekissedmyforehead

okaykethat'sagohomeforme,akazojikakulento

aythethayo.ThenIwalkedin,thedoorclosedandthe

jettookoff.Iwastiredyaz,sowedidn'treallymake

anyconversationthroughoutthejourneyhome.

WhenwelandedIcalledLukewhileEvewenttoThe

bathroom

Him:"Lilone"

Me:"wemightneedalift"

Him:"you'velandedalready"

Me:''yes...where'sMarc"

Him:"he'sasleep...don'tworry,nothingindicatesthe

incidentandpleasekeepitbetweenusasmuchas

youcan"

Me:"okay"

Him:"I'llbetherein15minutes"



Me:"thanks"

Evecame,Isuggestedwegrabasnackwhilewaiting

forLuu.Weorderedandsatwaiting

Me:"Ineedafavor"

Her:"Iwon'ttellanyonethatyou'repregnant"

Me:"notevenLwando"

Her:"uh?Why"?

Me:"hiscousins...Ididn'ttellSosothatI'm

expecting"

Her:"ohokay...buthe'dneverdothatifIswearhimto

secrecy"

Me:"thanks"

Her:"whenareyouplanningontellinganyone"?

Me:"Idon'tknow?Maybewhenthebumpshows"

Her:"that'llbeinfivemonthsfromnow"

Me:"that'senoughtimetogetusedtotheidea"



Her:"soyouhaven'tacceptedthatyou'repregnant?I

mean,that'swhathappenswhenyouhave

unprotectedsex"

Me:"Iknow"

Her:"youknow,Ithoughtyouwerethebetterone,the

crownandprideofthisfamily"

Me:"pleaseEve,notnow"

Her:"like-"

Me:"don'tsayit,Ifeelbadenoughthinkingofthe

disappointmentonmomanddad"

Her:"andMarcus"

Me:"he'llunderstand,unlikedad"

Her:"true...wishIcouldtakethisfromyou.Butat

leastyou'llbepushingyourbumpinyoursecond

year,unlikeme"

Me:"wishIdidn'thaveto,butIcan'tturnbacknow...I

havetofacethemusic"

Realitysunkin...lolbutintherealthereisnoturning



back.
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Lukecametofetchus,tookushomeandwewentto

ourroomswithoutevenaskingforMarc.AsIwas

fresheningupEvewalkedin

Me:"sup"?

Her:"baejustcalled,IthinkI'msleepingover"

Me:"mmhkay,whenwillyoubeback"

Her:"Idon'tknow...there'sapossibilityofhisparents

visiting.Hewantsmetohelphimcleanhisflat"

Me:"kay"

Her:"sharp"

Me:"sho"

Sheleft...Wellndizokwenzanikulendluingaka?

Marcuswasn'treallymycuppatearightnowsoI



keptmyselfinmyroom.Itextedmybae*canI

disturbyou*herespondedbycalling

Me:"I'msorryifI'mdisturbingyou"

Him:"hey,subanjalomanIwould'vetoldyouifbendi

busy"

Me:"yhofondinImissyou"

Him:"ithasn'tbeenuptotwohourseven"

Me:"Iknow,ndithinike"

Him:"haveyoutriedignoringthefeeling"

Me:"mxmvha"

Helaughed...Isulked.Kumnandiuthandwanyhani

shame

Him:"omnyumntuwouldsay'babysuthimxmkum'

heeekudalakwagezwaserious":vIlaughed.…he

wasimitatingmyownvoicenow



Me:"ohcummon,that'ssolow"

Him:"IwishIcouldonlyseeyouwhenmybabyhe

grownabit...Idon'twannabeonyourwayespecially

withtheuncertaintyofmoods,cravingsandmorning

sicknesses"

Me:"Iwishzibekuweyazezimorningsicknesses"

Him:"haysungcola"

Me:"I'mbeingserious,wishzibekuweyou'llknow

howIfeel"

Him:"itspartofgrowing...Imeanttoaskyou

somethingthough"

Me:"what"?

Him:"thebumpmightnotshowuntilfourtofive

monthsright?MeaningifDecemberisyourfirst

monthtocount...andAprilcouldbeyourfifth

month,haven'tyouconsideredmyofferofgetting

married"?

Me:"uhm...Marriedat19"?



Him:"at20"

Me:"Icouldyouknow,considerit,butthisisnota

goodtime...familywise"

Him:"meaning"

Me:"myfamilyisgoingthrougharoughpatchbut

you'llnevernotice...Ithinkweshouldwaitabit.Until

maybekucaceicala"

Him:"ohkay...isthereanythingIcouldhelpwith"?

Me:"actuallyIdon'tknow"

Him:"justshoutI'lldoit"

Me:"I'dratherwaitformybrothersyouknow,some

thingsthataregoingonhaven'tevenreachedtheir

ears"

Him:"butthey'vereachedyours...Ibetitswiththe

folks"

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"okayke,butjustknowI'mhere.For

you,anytime"

Me:"Iknow"



Him:"didItellyouIloveyou?Today"?

Me:"naaahyoudidn't.Kalokbumandelweyidrama

yeexyakho"

Him:"oohmxm"

Me:"hahahaawsaactinje"

Him:"filmyamagwejaneh"

Ilaughed:v

Me:"babyhayi"

Him:"okay...ButIloveyounyhani"

Me:"younevertoldmethat"

Him:"I'lltellyoueveryday"

Me:"evenifsixabene"?

Him:"evenifsixabenemntwam"

Me:"Iloveyoumore...but,Imustrestnow.Callyou

later"



Him:"ungacinezeliumntanam"

Me:"don'tworry,ndizolalangecalalove"

Him:"goodgirl"

Me:"later"

Him:"ayt"

Wehungup...Ipluggedmyphoneonthecharger

ndalala.

JustasIwasdozingoff,myphonerang...Unknown...

IjustknewnguChumanodoubt

Me:"ewe"

Her:"where'syourmanners?Uthiewexausabela"

Me:"whatdoyouwant"?

Her:"howabouthowcanIhelpyou"

Me:"ChumaIain'tgotforthis,okay"?



Her:"mychildwantstospendDecemberholidays

withhisfather"

Me:"so"?

Her:"Ineedtobesurehe'llbesafe,IknowNtando's

lifeisdangerousbutIalsodon'twannaruintheir

relationshipwithmyinsecurities"

Iwasyawningkukozelamfaz!

Her:"OweisfondofyouIcan'trunawayfromthat,so

couldyoupleasekeepaneyeonhimwhenhe'swith

Ntando"

Me:"didyoumaybethinkofthefactthatIhavea

hometoo?Ihavemyownfamily?Thatmylifedoest

revolvearoundNtando"?

Her:"oksalayoyouwillspendsometimewithhim"

Me:"Nontombi,uOwewillbespendingtimekulo

ntandonotwithntando"

Her:"oh"



Me:"andnexttime,plscallNtandoneh...andingeni

ndawomnakwirelationshipkayakheandhisson"

Her:"awmuncu,beinginarelationshipwithhim

makesyoupartandparcelofhisrelationshipswith

hiskids"

Me:"notunlesshepermitsme...Ulibelenakwawena

ubanomonawhenyoursonshareswithyouthe

thingsIdowithhim?Cummonnow,growsome

spinewillya"

IhungupgqibakwamndapholaKumedulla.Haike

forrealIdon'tforcemyselfintotheirchildren'slivesI

justgoalongwiththeflowwhenthey'rewiththeir

fatherorwhentheyaskofmeonthephone,one

thingIknowfrsureI'llneverreplacetheirmothers

nobandingenzantoninah.
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Iwokeupandworemyslippersandwalked

downstairs,IneededtospeaktoLukebutfirstIwent



tothekitchenandmademyselfamixedfruit

smoothiethenIwenttoknockontheguestroom,no

oneansweredsoIpushedopenthedoorandwalked

in,Marcwasbusyonhislaptop

Me:"hey"

Helookedup,smiling.ThatwasaninvitationsoI

walkedinandsatbesideshimonthebed.

Him:"don'tbesad,I'mfine"

Me:"whydidn'tyoutelusyougotshot"?

Him:"Ididn'twantyoutoworry"

Me:"but..."

Him:"andIdidn'twantittoaffectyourrelationship"

Me:"youknow,IblamedBeast"

Him:"Iknewyouwould.That'swhyIdidn'ttell

you,andaskedhimnotto"



Me:"sowhenareyoureturningbacktocapeTown"?

Him:"Tomorrowmorning"

Me:"there'ssomethingIwannatellyouthough,but

yougottapromisemeyou'llkeepitbetweenus"

Him:"okay"

Me:"dadissick"

Him:"dad?Sickfromwhat"?

Me:"he'sgotlungcancer...ithasspreadterribly

there'snothingwecando"

Him:"no,no,no...Momwould'vetoldme"

Me:"she'splanningtotellusthisDecemberholiday

whenallofusarehome"

Him:"noman.Howdidyoufindout"?

Me:"Iforceditoutofher..."

Him:"yho..."

Wesatinsilence.

Heclosedthelaptopandsattherestaringintoblank



space.

Him:"doesLuuknow"?

Me:"nooneelseknows"

Him:"Ican'tkeepitfromhim"

Me:"youhaveto,justuntilmomcallsallofus"

Him:"no,IhavetogohomebeforeIgototheCape"

Me:"plsnow"

Him:"butforhowlongman..whilesitherehe'sdying

aslowpainfuldeath"

Me:"waitforher...justforawhile"

Him:"Idon'tthinkIcan"

Me:"okayhere'swhatIthinkweshoulddo...Do

someresearchonwhatspecialistcanhelphim"

Him:"oh-kay"

Me:"thenwhenmomtelus,we'lljustcallinthe

specialistforthoroughevaluationanddiagnosis"

Him:"okaythatsoundslikeaplan"



Me:"she'sonlywaitingforustofinishwithourfinal

examsthenshe'llcallafamilymeeting"

Him:"Igottasay...you'vegrownmore"

Iblushed.

Him:"andcongratulations"

Me:"let'snottalkaboutthat"

Him:"why"?

Me:"itsnotsomethingtobeproudof"

Him:"whatwillyoutelldad"?

Me:"Idon'tthinktheyneedtoknowjustyet.I'mnot

readytofacethemaboutthis,let'sjusttacklethis

issueofdadnow,we'lldealwithmyownwhenthe

timingisright"

Him:"Iunderstand.Butitseemslikehedoesmake

youhappy"

Me:"yeah"



Him:"I'mnottoojoyousofthisrelationshipcozI

knowtheconsequencesyou'llbefacing,butIam

happywhenyou'rehappy"

Me:"thankyou"

Wehugged.Imissedmybrother...haven'tbeen

connectingwithanyofthemlately.

Ilefthimandwentbacktothelounge,Luucame

backandsatdownwithme.Weplannedashopping

dayforFridaywhichwasthefollowingdayincluding

EvenyhanikeandImustsayIwaspleasedthathe

didn'tmentionthisbabything...

Heleftmesayinghe'sgoingtobuysomethingfor

supper...IcalledVince

Him:"sisi"?

Me:"yhueshe,unjani"

Him:"I'mgreat,wena"?



Me:"I'mgood...didyouinformyourwifeaboutthis

weekend"?

Him:"Idon'thaveawife"

Me:"youknowwhatImean"

Him:"Igaveyouanansweralreadynje"

Me:"okayke,sohowdowedothis?"

Him:"I'llcomeoverrightaftermymorningshifton

Saturday"

Me:"enkosibra"

Him:"butIneedafavorinreturn"

Me:"anything"

Him:"cook"

Me:"hahaokay?Anything,right"?

Him:"aslongasitsnotpastaorbread"

Me:"okay,deal"

Him:"niceworkingwithyou..."

Me:"ayt"



Ihungup...ndikhumbulaubabywamkodwashame.

Itriedandsubduedthefeelingthoughitwashard

andpainfulbutkeIdidn'twannabeanuisance.I

playedwithmyphoneandamfounelatu...Ijust

receivedacallfromanotherunknownnumber

Me:"hello"?

Him:"ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou,stayaway

fromBeast"

Me:"who'stalking"

Him:"oryou'llgetyourowndesignofaseed"

Thenhehungup...Ikeptthinking...theseed?The

seed?Bam!!!Theseedisabullet,meaningI'llgetmy

ownnameengravedinabullet?Weeeeh.Icalled

bae...straighttovoicemail.IranuptoMarcbarged

intohisroomandhewasbusypacingaroundthen

hestoppedandlookedatme



Me:"what"?

Him:"erh...Nothing.What'switchu"?

Me:"erh...Ijustgotacall"

Iexplainederr'thangtohim...

Him:"okay,leavethattomeandgostudy,you're

writingatesttomorrow.Right"?

Me:"yesbu-"

Him:"I'llhandleit"

Me:"oh-kay"

Iwalkedbacktomyroomkengok...calledbaekwa

khonaha.angenastraightKusisVictoriamntaka

dad.ItookMarc'ssuggestionandtookoutmy

booksshiftedattentionndafunda.
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Itriedhey...ItriedsohardtostudyandIswearto

youifIhadn'tbeeninclasswhenthiswastaught,I

wouldn'thaveunderstoodwhatIwasstudying.I

heardLuuknocking

Me:"itsopen"

Him:"dinnerisready"

Me:"I'llbetherejustnow"

Heclosedthedoor,IcontinuedforanhourthenI

walkeddown.

Marc:"where'sEve"

Me:"shewenttoLD'splace"

Luu:"herfirstnighthomeshesleepsout"

Iwasn'tgonnaanswerthis...theyknowEve,whyact

surprisednow?Andthey'venevergivenusany



groundrules-_-

Iateup,myphonerang,bae'ssecondnumbersoIgot

upandwalkedtothekitchen

Me:"babe,uphi?Uright"?

Him:"I'mokay,what'sup"

Me:"Itriedcallingyouearlieron"

Him:"yeahIwasbusywithsomething,iseverything

okay?Areyousharp?Ismybabyfine"?

Me:"everythingisfine,Iwasjustworriedokay"

Him:"soeverythingisgood"?

Me:"baby"?

Him:"babe"

Me:"I'mtheonlybabyintheequation

okwangoku...soyes,I'mfine"

Him:"that'sarelief"

Me:"I'mgladyoucalledthough..."



Him:"uh-oh...whathappened"

Me:"first,haveyouspokentomybrother"?

Him:"yeah...ohthatcallyoureceived.Don'tworry

aboutit,he'llsortitout"

Me:"njenjalo"

Him:"itsbestthatyoufocusonyourbooksright

now,letusdealwitheverythingelse"

Me:"okay...Iwon'targuewiththat.Questionis,how

thehelldidtheygetmynumberwhoevertheyare"?

Him:"theyhaveways...look,justdoyournormaldaily

routines.I'lltakecareoftherest"

Me:"babyamIsafehere?Withyouacrossthe

country"?

Him:"you'reevensaferawayfrommerightnow...to

befrank,we'reinthemiddleofwar"

Me:"Godno"

Him:"don'tworryaboutme,justfeedmybabyandbe

safe"

Me:"I'lltry...but....Itshard"



Istartedthatlittlecry,wheremyvoicejustcracked...

Him:"babydon'tcry,I'massuringyou.Youare

safe.okay"

Me:"kay"

Him:"Iwannahearyousaythatwithconfidence"

Me:"okaybabe"

Him:"that'sit...remember,benormal"

Me:"yessir"

Him:"haveagoodnightkebabe"

Me:"IloveyouNtando"

Him:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

Me:"plsbesafe,formysake"

Him:"always"

Ihungup..drankalotofwaterandwalkedbackto

thekitchenndagqibezelaukutyakwam.



Luu:"youokay"?

Me:"yep"

Him:"yousure"?

Me:"yeahI'mokay"

Weateinsilencesonkesagqiba,Icollectedthe

dishesandwashedthemMarcwenttohis

room...Lukegotbusyonhislaptopinthelounge.

WhenIwasdoneItookmyphonesandwenttobed

ndaphindandareviserumsebenziwamweskolobut

IwassureI'mreadyforthetestcozIhadstudied

before.WhenIwasdoneIgotinbedandtried

sleeping...Ikeptonhearingbaesayingwe'reinthe

middleofwarnowmnandicingelamnaqhaenye

nenyeandingenindawokuyo.Myphonerang

ndisacinga...Unknownagain:ohaythistimeI

rejectedthecall.Ican'tbearhavingthese

mysteriouscallsokokalokndizodendiphambane

namngoku.Iswitchedmyphonesoffndalala...



Wokeupthefollowingmorningwiththosedamned

morningsicknesses-_-thenIpreparedforschool.I

wasn'tinanymoodtodressupbutsincewewere

goingshoppingafterwardsIhadtoatleastdressthe

partsoItookoutmyclothesandironedthem,iwore

boyfriendjeans,croppedtop,anoversizeddenimshirt

andsilverstrappyplatformheels.Itookmy

bags,phonesandwalletndahambaandwent

downstairsLuuwasthere

Me:"morning"

Him:"morning...eatup,I'lldriveyou"

Me:"why"?

Him:"wecan'tgoshoppingontwocars...itsawaste"

Me:"sure"

Iatechoppedfruitonoats,thenhetookmeto

campus...myphoneswerestilloff.Icouldn'tafforda

distractionbeforemytestorelseI'llloosefocus.I



wrotemytwohourpaper,cameoutandswitched

themonthenIcalledEve

Her:"hey"

Me:"hey,yourbrotherItakingusshopping"

Her:"yeahhecalled...I'malreadywaitingfory'allin

town"

Me:"okay,I'lljustcallhimtofetchMEthen"

Her:"sweet"

IcalledLuu

Him:"Icanseeyou"

Ilaughedandhungup,lookedaroundandsawhis

carcomingthrough,Iwenttohimandwewentto

town.MymessageboxwasfloodedIcheckedthe

mostimportantmessagesandthybelongedtobae



thenmissedcallsfromtheprivatenumber.Whenwe

reachedthemallIwalkedbehindthemandcalled

Ntando

Him:"Nalique"

Me:"babe,uright"

Him:"ndisharp,I'mjustworriedngani"

Me:"I'mfinethankyou"

Him:"I'llbethatsidethisevening,there'ssomething

weneedtodiscuss"

Me:"oh...thoughtyou'dbethissidebecausewe

agreedyou'llbehere"

Him:"there'sanurgentmatterathand"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"kuthenkungxolwaklendawoukuyo"

Me:"shoppingmall"

Him:"oh...younevermentioned."

Me:"mybrothertookustothissupposedChristmas



shoppingbeforeweheadhome"

Him:"that'llgetyourmindoffalotofthings"

Me:"yeahwell"

Him:"Iloveyou,okay"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"byebyeke"

Me:"sharp"

Wehung,Icaughtupwithmysiblingsandweturned

themallupsidedown:vwhenLuugetsgenerous,it

willbetoyourbenefitifyouabusethegenerosity

whileitlasts....andguesswhat?Ntandodeposited

moneyintomyaccount,Ishouldhaveknownthough.

[10/9,19:02]+27730692704:#137

Aftertheshoppingweheadedhome...Ididn'teven

usebae'smoney.WhenwereachedhomeIthrew

myshoesacrosstheroomandputmyfeetup

:'(theyweresoreattheheels.Evepouredjuicein



glassesandservedus

Me:"isMarcgonealready"

Luu:''yeah,hehadtorushearlyinthemorning"

Eve:"Ididn'tevenseehim"

Samjonga:vshe'skidding,right?Iclosedmyeyes...I

wastiredbutthinkingaboutmylifenjewastiring.

Vincecalled

Me:"ntwana"

Him:"areyoubusy"?

Me:"no,why"

Him:"Ineedahandatthespot,I'mshortof

waitresses"

Isatup...surprisedthathe'deventhinkofme



Me:"butyouknow,I'minexperienced"

Him:"pleaseman,I'llbriefyouonourwaythere"

Me:"oohkay...IthinkIknowsomeonewhocando

betterthanIevercould"

Him:"who"?

Me:"mysister"

Him:"yes!Yeah,she'sgotthecharacter.Pleasebe

readyin15minutesI'llbeonyourdoorstep"

Me:"ayt"

Wehungup:DIlookedatEve,she'sonehelluva

curiouswhitechick!

Her:"yoursister"?

Me:"afriendofmineneedshelp"

Her:"withwhat"?

Me:"he'sshortofwaitresses"

Her:"thatmustbethatVincentguy,when"



Me:"in15minutes"

Her:"Iwon'tsaynototipsandfreemeat...sowhat

shouldIwear"?

Me:"black...andcomfortableshoes.Ithinkwe'llget

apronsthere"

Luu:"youguysareunbelievable"

Me:"ncoooh,thisISyourhouse,youknow"?

Lolweracedupstairsandchanged.Iworeblack,

rippedskinnyjeans,blackwedgedandspiked

sneakersandblackvestthenItookabikerjacket

justincasekubande.Itookmyphonesonly,leaving

bagsandwalletsbehindthenIwentdownstairsand

waitedforEvelyn,shecameoutwearingthesame

jeans,longsleevedT-shirtandsneakersaswella

hootershotupfromthegate,wekissedLuuandleft

himinhisbighouse,gotinthecarandwenttohelp

Vincentout.Jongawehadagreatnight...Apparently

onFridaystheShisaNyamaclosesat24:00soby

22:00somethingIhadacallfrombaeIhadtogoto

thebackroomsothatthenoisecouldbeminimized



Me:"lovewam"

Him:"you'renotasleep"

Me:"erh...no,what'sup"

Him:"why"?

Me:"Iwasbusy...helpingafriendinneed"

Him:"onaFridaynight?Didyouperhapsgoout?Had

drinks?

Me:"ifIhave"?

Him:"hm,I'mintown"

Me:"Ishouldknow,youdidmentionyou'llbein

town,remember"?

Him:"shouldIpickyouupinthemorningoryou'll

comearoundbyyourself"?

Me:"I'llsee"

Him:"that'snotananswerI'mlookingfor"

Me:"ndizozangokwam"

Him:"sho"



Thenhehungupo.OunjaniuNtandonah?Iwent

backtoworkuntilhometime...Vincepaidus,Ididn't

takeminebutEvedid.

Me:"ntwana"

Him:"mh"?

Me:"plsdropmeoffatyourbrothers"

Him:"youhaveakey"

Me:"no,he'sintown"

Him:"ohkay"

Eve:"I'malsonotgoingstraighthome"

Him:"ohoh...y'allaregonnagetmeintotroublewith

yourbrothers"

Me:"wellifIgohomenow,Iwon'tgotoYOURbrother

ksasaandthat,willgetmeinintrouble"

Helaughedashedrovemetotheapartment.Icalled



evenbeforeIsetfootoutofthecar....

Him:"mh"

Me:"celaundvulele"

Him:"you'rehere?Ul'bonileixeshaS'bongile"?

Me:"urh...yeah"

Hehungup...IlookedatVincent.

Him:"shouldIgowithyou"?

Me:"please"

Eve:"I'malsocoming":v

Wewalkedtothedoorsincokolasonke,Vince

knocked,thedoorswungopenandtherehewas,in

boxersandvestloIstolealookonEve:v:v

akhomntanakulomntanawakwaSmithseriously.

Wewalkedinwithoutsayingaword



Him:"nivelaphi"?

Vince:"goodeveningbro"

Him:"mxm,nivelaphithistime"

Vince:"work"

HelookedatmethenatEve:vwabuyelaKuVince.

Vince:"IwasshortstaffedsoIaskedthemtohelp

meout"

Him:"siphistaffsakho"?

Vince:"thetwosistersareonleave,itsthey'refathers

burialthisweekend,LiboandChloeareoff"

Him:"sofourofyourstaffmembersarenotthere"

Vince:"two...becausetheothertwowasscheduledto

beoffanyway"

Him:"sowena,uqaleniniubayiwaitress"?



Ididn'tlikethetoneonebit,Ididn'tanswerhim.Vince

andEvewenthomendashiyekanobaeequmbele

intobandiyoncedisaubrotherwakhe.Ilefthime

loungeandwenttolookforanythingtoeatatthe

kitchencozkhangendityeespan,thesmellyapork:/

killedallappetite.IfoundchickenschnitzelsI

warmedthem,andaddedthesmallgreenvegsalad

fromsparthatwasstillinitscontainerthenmade

myselfrooibostea,walkedupstairstothebedroom

ndayotyelakhona.

Hecametobedakathetha,Iwaswatchingcartoons

whilsteatingsoIdidn'treallymindthesilence.When

IwasdoneIputtheplatesontheheadboardstand

andwenttothebathroom,washedmyundiesfor

tomorrowmntakabawothenIundressedleavingmy

vestonlysinceIdidn'tevenbringanythinghere,Igot

inbedndabukelaITVandfunuziqalelauNtando

worseequmbilesongconondimyekeuntilathethe

ngokwakhe.IdriftedofftosleepndisabukeleworseI

wassleepingonmyback...



AfteracoupleofminutesndileleIdriftedand

slippedintothishorrificnightmare...Iwasinthe

middleofnowhere,Icouldheredad(MrSmith)ina

farmfarfromwhereI'mstanding,hewascallingmy

nameasamatterofurgency...thenmymothers

name..Andthenwhenhewasabouttocallathird

name,hechokedandwentsilent.Iheard

guns,shouts,cars,sirensandeverypossiblesound

fromallcorners...IsawMarcuslookingconfusedat

hishandsasiftheyhadbloodonthem...Isaw

someoneelse,somematuredguyIdidn'trecognize

holdingabulletinonehandandacigaronthe

other,hewaslaughing.Thenheshowedmethe

bulletwithmynameonit...Irantheopposite

directioncryingformydearlife,asfarasIwas

runningIsawawomanstandinginsomesortof

shadesoIcouldn'treallymakeoutthefaceandasi

swervedfromherdirectioninfear,shepushedme

downasteepycliff...Irolleddownforaboutsixtimes

thenlandedatthebottomstraightonmystomach

thenIstartedbleeding.Icriedinagony,asIrealized

thatI'velostmybaby...



Him:"baby...S'bongilecummonnow,wakeup"

HewasshakingmevigorouslyIjoltedupsweating

wet...Andheldmystomachwithbothhands.When

thisdreamflashedbackIjustbrokedownandgot

outofthebed,Iwenttowashmyfaceandlookedin

themirror,myreflectiondidn'tpleaseme...Iwasin

fear.Realfear.
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Ireturnedbacktobedandgotin

Him:"talktome"

Iretoldhimthedreamandtheshockinhisface

finishedmeoff...Idon'treallybelieveindreamsneh?

Butwhensomethingsarepartofrealitylike

now,ndivelandoyike.Isooobadlywantedtosleep



:(butIwasafraid

Him:"you'reshakingbabe,itwasjustadream...come

here"

Iwentclosertohimandlaymyheadonhisbroad

chestandclosedmyeye...Itriedveryhardtosleep

buteverytimeIclosemyeyesIwouldreplaythat

clifffallandsnapbackup

Me:"don'tyouhaveanyparacetamol"?

Him:"lemmecheck"

Iliftedoffmyhead,hecheckedhisbagandfounda

couple,hegotmewaterandgavemendasela...an

overdose:/justsoIcanfallasleep.

WhenIwokeupitwasmorningandhewasn'tthere

withme,Ididn'tpanicthoughIjustwokuup,made

thebedandwenttobathandlookedthroughhis



wardrobewhattowear...WellonlythingIcouldwear

washisvestorT-shirtsoIoptedforthevest,itfit

likeadress:)averyshortonethatis:vthenIwent

downstairsandmademyselfbreakfast.Cereal...

ThisniggahasnogroceriesatallsoIjusthadtoeat

whatwasavailable.Imadecerealandwalkedback

upstairsndafikaikhalaIphoneyam,founelwangu

Vince:)

Me:"mmlow"

Him:"hey,ulelekak'hle"?

Me:"yeahyou"

Him:"yeahwell...akaqumbangalomfo"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...hewasn'therewhenIwokeup"

Him:"yho...whenIarrivedjustnow,Iheardhewas

here"

Me:"yho"

Him:"I'msorryifIgotyouintrouble"

Me:"nodon'tapologize,youdidn'tdoanything



wrong"

Him:"Ikindathinkhedidn'tlikeit...you'rehis

girlfriend,itshisbusiness"

Me:"you'rehisbrother,you'rethe

manager...look,whenitcomestoleissueyamnoEve

don'tstressyourselfaboutit"

Him:"yousure"?

Me:"100%"

Him:"okay...haveaniceday"

Me:"thanks..youtoo"

Wehungup...Ifinishedeatingmybreakfastandjust

satthere...thinking.Thethoughtofloosingthislittle

thinginsideofmeterrifiedmethemosteventhough

Ihadn'treallyconnectedwithitmuch,maybeIwas

afraidofconnectingwithitandthenlooseit?Idon't

know.Isattherecuddlingmykneesuptomychest...

Whatwasdadsaying?Whydidhestop?Whatthe

hellisgoingon?



Him:"youlooksocuteinthat"

Ilookedupandsmiledafrailsmilethatis,Ididn't

evenhearhimcomein.Hewalkedandsatnextto

me,hekissedmycheek:'(hiscolognemygaaaawd!!!

Ithadthisabilityofmakingmeweekonmyknees.

Him:"Iboughtyousomethingtoeat,anditsnotpork"

Me:"I'veeatenalready...butthanks"

Him:"Idon'tlikeyoursound"

Me:"Ijustneedarest"

Him:"itsthatnightmareisn'tit"?

Ismiled...Ican'tforgetaboutit.

Him:"babynow"

Me:"Ican'tshakeitoffokay,Ijustcan't.Thereare

thingsthatIsawinthatdreamthatIcan'tshakeoff"



Him:"itwasjustadream"

Me:"itwasjustadream?Thebullet?Wasthatalso

justadream"?

Him:"that'sdifferent,itsallupinyourhead"

Ikeptquiet...Andlookedahead,ifheain'tbelieving

methenwhyshouldIbother?

Him:"awzotyakengok"?

Me:"ndisharp"

Him:"ohkay...awnantozonxibaaphasoIcalled

Libhongouzoyokuthengelawhateveryouneed"

Me:"Libhongo?HayIcangetmyownthings"

Him:"baby"

Me:"ha.ababe"

Him:"okay...notevenIjeaney1?PJ?Ponds?

Nothing?"

Me:"okayfine,makand'thengeleushort'ionavyat



Fashionexpressqha"

Him:"okay"

Hecalledher,toldhimthesizeIheardhimtalking

aboutslipperso.Obutandamhoya.Whenhewas

doneIcrawleduptohimndaqamelakuye.

Him:"you'retoostubbornyouknowthat"

Me:"khawthule"

Him:"heh"

Wathula...Ilistenedtohisheartbeat:)twazlikea

Zuludrumplayingatafardistance.
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Irememberedthathehadsomethingtosay...I

mean,theapparentrealreasonwhyheishere...



Me:"so,youwantedtotellmesomething"?

Him:"ohthatcanwait"

Me:"I'msure,butIcan't"

Him:"well...I'mgoingoutofthecountryforacouple

ofweeks"

Me:"yho"

Him:"itsbusiness"

Me:"Ishouldknow...sohowmanyweeksarewe

talkingabout"?

Him:"approximatelythreetofour"

Me:"thatlong?Likethat'samonth"

Him:"dependingonhowfastIcanfinishandsealthe

deal"

Me:"soyou'retellingmeuzohambauDecember

wonke?Wow"

Him:"I'lltrymybesttobebackbeforethe31st"

Me:"butyou'llbespendingChristmasawayfrom

home,yourkids"



Him:"itsnothingnewtothem,atleastIknowthey're

safewithmom"

Me:"mmh,uhambaniniuOwe"?

Him:"I'mtakinghimbythismonthend"

Me:"kay"

Him:"hey,don'tlooksodownkalok..itsnotlikeyou'll

belonelyallthistime.You'llbewithyourfamilyat

leastindawoyamayizocacatoomuch"

Me:"youdon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingaboutBUT

goahead,Iwon'tstandinyourway"

Him:"yousure"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"khandjonge"

Iliftedmyheadandlookedathim

Me:"hm"

Him:"I'mgoingtheretowork...doesn'treallymatter



whetherislegitornotbutI'llbemakingmoneyfor

us,ourchildandmostimportantlyourfuture"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"butyoudoseemunsure"

Me:"Ijust...Idon'tneedmoneytobehappy,I'mhappy

righthere.Withyou"

Him:"moneybabeisthestartofallgoodthingsin

life,thecarsIdrive,mykidsschool...mom?Everything

comesatacost"

Me:"oh-kayke"

Him:"IpromiseI'llbebackandyou'llbesafe"

Me:"Iknow,I'llbewithmyfamily"

Him:"noI'llsendafewofmyguystokeepwatchon

you,justtobesure"

Me:"awbabethat'snotnecessary...Bazohlalaphi"?

Him:"everythinghasbeenplanned"

Me:"meaningIcan'tchangeyourmind"



Him:"uhm,notreally"

Me:"thenthere'snothingmorewecantalk

about,ndilambilefuthimna"

Him:"butyoujustsaidyouatecereal"

Me:"thatwasthennowisnow"

Him:"yesma'am"

Wegotupandwenttothekitchen.Hewarmeda

Nando'swholechickenwithmealies:vndazigqibela

nini?Thewholepackman,rollsandGreeksaladI

madecoffeeandsatonahighstoolwatchinghim

spoilme

Him:"youshouldsticktothatrooibosteaofyours"

Me:"Ijustfeellikecoffee"

Him:"thinkofmyson"

Me:"ohyoumeanmybabygirl?Itsonlythisonce"



Hedidn'tanswerme,putthefoodintoabigtrayon

platesthenhecamearoundandwenttothelounge,I

followedwithjuiceandglasseswesatdownonone

couch,ateup.

Me:"I'mgonnamissyou"

Him:"samehere...butwe'llcommunicate,daily"

Me:"mh"

Him:"canIaskyousomething"

Me:"shoot"

Him:"thisthingy'alldidlastnight,helpingVince

out...didy'allwantextracashoryoujusthelpedhim

cozheaskedyou"

Me:"heneededextrahands...wewereavailable"

Him:"butyougotpaid"

Me:"yes...butIcouldn'ttakeit.Ishouldntget

rewardedforHelpingafriend,I'llneedhishelptoo

someday"

Him:"okay"



Me:"look,itsnotaboutthemoney...Ihaveenoughof

that"

Him:"moneyisneverenough...but,Iunderstand

whatchutrynasay"

Me:"canIgiveyouapieceofadvice"?

Him:"sure"

Me:"trusthim,notjustwithyourbusinessbuttrust

himasyourbrother"

Him:"Itrusthimnjelove"

Me:"youdon't,ifyoudidyouwouldn'tdoubthisethics

andquestionhisprocedures.Awngeninndawokwi

proceduresandschedulesofthebusinessthe

minuteyouappointhimasmanager"

Him:"erh..."

Me:"yourinterestshouldtheproperfunctioningof

thebusiness,whethercustomersaresatisfiedor

not,andthenlastly,istheplacegeneratingenough

revenueasitshould.That'sall"

Him:"baby...areyousureyou'reontherighttrack

kulelawyakho"?



Ilaughed:v

Me:"yes,butthatdoesn'tmeanI'mcluelesson

business.Ididbusinessstudieswithdadback

home,tobeafarmgirl,yougottaknowalotmore

thanhowtofeedchickens"

Him:''okay...advicenoted"

Me:"good"

Wecontinuedeatinglolandalmostfinishedthe

meat:v

Him:"IthinkI'mgonnahaveonechubbykid,yazbon

indlelaotyangayo"

Me:"achubbychildisahappychild"

Him:"uzokusindababeubeutefelamna"

Me:"insteadbanditefelebanike"?



Hekissedmycheek,Iblushed.

Him:"Iwannamarryyousobad,youhavenoidea"

Me:"itsathrillingidea...butthetiming,istooperfect

Bhuti"

Him:"seewhenIsaidyou'redifferent?Whichgirlin

theirrightmindswouldn'twannagetmarried"?

Me:"haha!Yougiveyourselftoomuchcredit...but

xasithethelaphantsi,Iknowalotofgirlscrushingon

you,includingyourbabymomma"

Him:"unedramakelowo...MomtoldmeAnelisa

wentthere"

Me:"shemissesherkid"

Him:"she'sluckyIwasonmywayhere"

Me:"babe...uzobanjenakum?Ifweweretobreakup"?

Him:"huh"?

Me:"theywayyoutreatthem...likesomeunwanted



visitors,trasheven.Itsnotagoodsight"

Him:"yourfemininesideisspeakingandI

understandbutifyouknewwhattheyputme

throughwhenwebrokeup...youwouldn'tsidewith

them"

Me:"you'reagangstaremember?Andy'allhavethis

ishthatanilahlwa..."

Helaughed:/Iwasbeingrealhere.
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Ilookedathim,hethinksI'mjoking?LikeI'mnot

jokingatall...Idon'tlikehowhetreatshisbaby

mommasmaybeitstruethatIdon'tknowwhatthey

puthimthroughbut...Cummonman:/

Me:"baby"

Him:"mamekhaya"

Me:"khand'baliseleaboutyourrelationshipwith



mamakaOwe"

Him:"hayhaybabe"

Me:"ohcummon,areyouhidingsomething"?

Him:"noman,butyoutendtobetoosensitive

sometimes"

Me:"wellIwon'tcompareittoourrelationshipif

that'swhatyoumean"

Him:"okay...wemetafewyearsback,Ifellinlove

withhersheseemedtobeexactlywhatIwantedina

wife"

Me:"soyouwantedtomarryher"?

Him:"yeah,wegotengagedwhenshewaspregnant

butthatwasthesametimeIopeneduptoherabout

mysecondlifestyleandshemadeitveryclearthat

shewouldn'triskherlifelivinginfearofwhatcould

happenwhen"

Me:"soyou'retellingmeshehasnoexperienceof

youasBeast"?

Him:"no,IwasalwaysNtandothefiancébutIhadto

comecleansooner...myrelationshipwithherwasn't



assweetorsmoothasshe'dhaveenvisionedI

mean,webrokeupandmadeupacoupleoftimes"

Me:"wereyouthecause"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"Anelisa"?

Him:"yoooohhaydramaqueenleyo"

Me:"wayaumbona"

Him:"yeahwhatever...she,shehadthatalluring

presence.YouknowIlovetobechallengedsoIsaw

herasachallenge"

Me:"didyouwin"?

Him:"IdoubtIeverwill...youknowtherewasapoint

wheretheygangeduponmeandalmostburntme

down"

Iburstoutlaughing..isheforeal?:v:v

Me:"whathappened"?



Him:"IhadthishugefightwithAnelisa,wefought

lawei...wellitwasbad,shewashospitalizedfortwo

weeks.Whenshecameout,Iapologizedthough

inguyewhowaswrongthenwemovedonorsoI

thought.Afteramonthorso...Ihadjustreturned

fromEuropendafikarightendliniyonkintoIngeorder

cozwewerelivingtogether.Ndamoshangolalayho

ndothukaindluimnyamangumsiandtheywere

nowheretobefound"

Me:"they"?

Him:"noThando"

Me:"sohowdidyoucomeout"

Him:"Iusedanundergroundexitinthebathroomand

wenttothegaragefikaemkengemotoyam"

Me:"wow"

Him:"IcalledRanger,hecamewithacarandIdrove

toChuma'splacefikabesancokolelanatheir

success,that'swhenItookmychildrentomymom's

forayearcozIneededtodealwiththeseladies

withoutthinkingoftheeffectitwillhaveonmykids"



Me:"deal"?

Wahleka:/lomntuunjankanti?WhoamIdating

here?

Aswewerestilltalking,Iheardaknockndamjonga

,hegotupandwenttoopenthedoor,wangenau

Liboencumeekwilastnumberyesmiles-_-

Her:"molwenbhut'"

Him:"hey,comeonin"

Her:"heyTee"

Ijustfakedasmileandtooktheplatestothe

kitchenndazenzelaIicecreamndabuyelaelounge

Her:"uhm,uright"?

Me:"I'mfinewena"



Her:"great,Ibroughtthese"

Shehandedmetheshoppingbag

Me:"thanks"

Ididn'tevenlookinside.

Him:"uhm,letmemakeaquickphonecall.I'llberight

back"

Me:"erh...Ineedarideneh"?

Him:"ayt"

NowIwaslefttomakeconversationwithLibo?

Her:"Iwasgladwhenheuhm,askedmetobuythese

foryou.Withhismoneyofcoz"



Me:"Isee"

Her:"look,Isawthisasachancetoapologizetoyou

forourroughbeginning.I'dlikeustostartonanew

lease"

Me:"okay"

Her:"but...IhaveaLilconcern"

Me:"youdo"?

Her:"yeah,uhm...Eversinceyoucameintoourlives,I

haven'tbeenreallyseeingmyboyfriendlikeIused

to"

Me:"oh"

Her:"heinvitesyoutochurch,takeyououton

lunch,takesyoushoppingandlastnight?Youwent

toworkwithhim"

Me:"heneededhelp"

Her:"wellbefore,heusedtocallmeoranyoneofus

eveninourdayoffs"

Me:"Isee"

Her:"look,asmuchasIwantacleanslate,Idohaveit



inmindthaty'allarefriendsbutcanIatleastspend

timewithhim?Ashisgirlfriend?CozIknowthat

eventodayy'allareplanningtostudytogether...mind

you,Ihadplansforus,sincewe'rebothoffbut

nope,hecouldn'tmakeitbecausehepromisedhe'll

helpyoustudy"

Isatthere...feelingwhatshewassaying,problem

is...Idon'tknowwhatshewantedmetosayordo:/I

don'treallycontrolVincecoznamndiyamcela

amxeleleuLibobeyondthat,itsnonofmybusiness

howtheyhandletheirrelationship.

Me:"okay...soufunandithiniLibo"?

Her:"spendlesstimewithhimsohecanspendmore

timewithme"

Esatsho...wafounaumntuwakhendamjonga

Me:"speakofthedevil"



Her:"ohdon'ttellhimI'm-"

Me:"ntwana"

Him:"hey,sowhattimedidyousaywemeeting"?

Me:"uhm,Idon'tthinkweshouldyouknow.

Somethingcameup"

Him:"something?Likewhat"?

Me:"itspersonal..but,thanksforavailingyourself"

Him:"soyounolongerneedhelp"?

Me:"quitefrankly,Idobutuhm...I'llseewhatIcando

man,don'tstress"

Him:"mh,mmkay"

Me:"aytman"

Him:"sharp"

Hehungup...



Libo:"thankyo-ohno"!

Nowherphonewasringing:v

Her:"babe"

Him:"uphi"

Her:"I'mintown,sup"

Him:"ndawni?Iwannacomeseeyou"

Her:"I'minataxi,I'llcometoyou"

Him:"sharp"

Hehungup...Ilookedather:/Idon'tblameherfor

beinginsecurecozheisHOT:pandhasthatsweet

sexyvoicethatmakesyouwannalistentohimbut

uhm,VinceandIarejustfriends-_-that'sall.

Her:"Ibetterrun,thanksalot"

Me:"forwhat?Youknowwhat,don'tanswerthat.But



thankyouforthese"

Iliftedthebag..inreference

Shetookhephoneandwalkedout...Isatthere

thinking:/wellifVinceisn'tallowedtohelpmethen

Ishouldjusthelpmyself,thisismylifeandeducation

we'retalkingabout.Baewalkedbackdown

Him:"haibo,Liboisgonealready"?

Inodmyhead

Hesatdownnexttome...

Him:"didy'allsortoutyourdifferences"?

Me:"Ithinkso...Idon'tknow"

Him:"whichiswhich"?

Me:"haywethukhawme...Ineedtogohomeand

fetchmybooks"



Him:"thoughtyou'regoing,asin...forgood"

Me:"sowillyoutakeme"?

Him:"ifyou'llbedrivingsthandwasam"

Me:"okay"

Iwentupstairswiththatsoppingbagandworethat

navyshortswithmyblackvestandsneakersthenI

wentbackdownandwewentout,Idrovethecarto

Luke'shouse:)thefeelingneverceasesnomatter

howmanytimesIdrivehiscars.
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WearrivedekhayabutnoonewashomesoIuseda

digitalcodetoentercozIdidn'thavekeys,Imanaged

togetusinandtookmyschoolbookscozkeIreally

neededtostudyeveninbaecationmntakadad.I

tookahoodieandmytoiletrybag

Me:"sambe"



Him:"Ithinkyoushouldalsotakeclothesforchurch"

Me:"church?Withwho''?

Him:"meofcoz"

Me:"you'rejoking"

Hewasn't...Huh?:o

Me:"okayyou'reserious"

Iturnedandwalkedbacktomyroom,Itookalime

greendress,blackstillsandjewelsalongwithablack

andlimeclutchnewalletofcozthistimendazifaka

kwihandbag.

Thenweleftthehouse,hewantedustogoviathe

ShisaNyamaItoldhimwewon't,Ihadtostudyfondin

evenifndinendodathatshouldn'tstopmefrom

studyingespeciallysincethiswasmyfinalexam,I

neededtopasswithflyingcolors...ekhayathey're

expectingdistinctionskalok.



WhenwereachedthehouseIsetoutalltherequired

booksndaqalaizfundela,hebecamenonexistent

ngokuakhoyoandherespectedmyspaceokoehleli

upstairs...afterthreehoursItookabreakandmade

myselfasmoothiethenIwalkedupstairsndafika

elele:/Ikissedhisslightlyopenlipsandlefthim

ndabuyelaezantsiandoneofmyphoneswas

ringing...

Me:"Titus"

Him:"bheyibhi,unjani"

Me:"I'mswamped,butgood.Wena"

Him:"I'mgreat,umntuwakhokenoKwakhobeza

aphonextweekmaybeyou'llbumpintothem"

Me:"Landile"?

Him:"yes,heiscomingtotheyearclosing

tournament"

Me:"wenaawuzi"?



Him:"Istoppedplayingsoccer...Iplayrugbynow"

Me:"oh,soOvayouyaphikengok"?

Him:"uyamkhapha,protectinghimfromthelikesof

you"

Me_:"hahaha!Unexeshathough"

Him:"whatchubusydoing"?

Me:"goingthroughmybooks"

Him:"ngokundicingaukwibaecation"

Me:"Iambutbooksarethemostimportantpartof

myliferightnow,baecationritualscanwait"

Him:"that'soneluckyman,Ihopeheappreciatesyou"

Me:"awman"

Him:"nyhani,therearefewgirlswhomeetwell

moniedpeopleyetthey'refocusstandsontheir

studiesandmakingtheirownmoney"

Me:"italldependsonhowyouwereraised,the

circumstancesandall"

Him:"yeahIgetyou,letmenotgoodyouanyfurther



ke"

Me:"sharpBhuti"

Wehungup...whenmysmoothiewasamperklaarI

resumedbackandrevisedthemostimportantnotes

.Iheardaknockandwenttoopen...

Me:"erh...hi"

Him:"hi,canwecomein"?

Me:"sure"

:owhatthehellisVincentuptonow?Theycamein

andsatdown,IofferedthemdrinksbathibarightsoI

satdown

Me:"shouldIcallyourbrother"?

Him:"nothatwon'tbenecessary"

Me:"oh-kay"



Him:"soyou'restudyingalonehuh"?

Me:"yeahuhm,Ineededthespaceman.Nothing

personal"

Him:"mmh...Liboherehassomethingtosay"

Me:"oh"

Ilookedather,waiting

Her:"VinceheresaysIwasoutofline,thatIshould

apologizeforwhatIsaidtoyouearlier"

Me:"andwhat'sthat"?

Her:"everythinginfact"

Me:"there'snoneedforanapologyman,Iunderstand

whereyou'recomingfrom"

Her:"wellhedoesn'tseemtounderstand,infacthe

saidIcrossedtheline...Idon'tknowwhatlineexactly

we'retalkingabout"

Me:"lookLibo,Ierhm...Iforonedon'tneedan



apologyfromyou.But,referringtoyountwanayou

needtospendmoretimewithyourgirl.That'sall"

Him:"that'snotwhywe'rehere"

Me:"Idon'tcare...butkefromnowon,ifyouneed

extrahandsingathingewsenzangalendlelaobukade

usenzangayobeforeIcamehere.Ifyoufeellike

shoppingtakeherwith,thatwayyou'regrowingyour

relationshiptogether"

Her:"ingathiI'mselfishkexndisitshongokwam"

Baewalkedin...confused:v,hekissedmycheekand

satdownnexttome

Him:"ekse"

Vince:"shobra"

Him:"what'sgoingon"?

Vince:"nothing,wewerejustpassingby"

Him:"oohmm"



Vince:"letusnotwastemoreofyourtimekesisi

neh...asiceleindlela"

Me:"oh,thanksforcomingby"

Libo:"sharp"

Theygotupanleft...Babywandijonga,Ilookedatmy

books:)hiseyesboredeepintomebutIwas

resistantmntakadad.Iwantedhimtoask,lolnot

thatIwasgonnaanswerhimanyway...

Him:"kwenzekantonkwaba"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"sundenzamuncubabe"

Me:'mntuwam"

Him:"mh"?

Me:"Ineedjustanhournjetofinishthisoffthenwe

cantalkaboutwhateveryouwannatalkabout"

Him:"okay...ndilambileqhakemnake"



Me:"zenzeleukutyafondin"

Hegotupandwenttothekitchen...afteraboutthirty

minutesIcouldsmelladivinesmellofchickencurry

:pndodamyilegendeverywheremtchanam!WhenI

wasdoneIpackedmybooksandtookthemupstairs,

hedishedupforbothofusandwedugin.

Me:"sotellme,whichchurchwe'regoingyongomso"

Him:"kulekaChomwakho"

Me:"oh"

Him:"Istillwannaknowwhat'sgoingon"

Me:"nothing"

Him:"uyazbona"

Me:"itsjustsomethingLilIthinktheycansolveit

withoutinterference"

Him:"Ihearyou,butwhatisgoingon"



Isighedyholomntuupersistentman

Me:"earlierwhenLibowashereshekindatoldme

howmyfriendshipwithVincehasaffectedtheir

relationship"

Him:"ohsothat'swhyyoucanceledufundanaye"

Me:"yeahImean,sheplannedaweekendwithhim,he

canceledbecauseofthisstudythingandthatdidn't

sitwellwithher"

Him:"Isee"

Me:"mnapersonallyspeakingIunderstandher,nolie.

Butshe'ssupposedtopourouthergrievancesto

him,notme"

Him:"howdidhetakeit"?

Me:"nottoowell...that'swhytheycamebackagain...I

thinkheforcedhertocomeandapologize"

Him:"that'sVincent"

Me:"butnguyeorongonjebabe.Idon'tmind

studyingalone,IwritedownquestionsthatIdon't



understandndizibuzewhenI'minclass.Idon'tget

whyhe'smakingabigdealoutofnothing"

Him:"youwererightthough,weshouldn'tinterfere"

Me:''yabo...ohand,thanksforthefood.Delish"

Him:"thefewdaysthatI'mwithyouIgotspoilyou

rotten"

Me:"worseusezondishiyaforawholemonth"

Him:"hahayeahthattoo"

WhenweweredoneIwenttowashtheplates,he

cametopacktheminthecupboardsandweplayed

aroundthekitchen:Djustbeforehescoopedmeup

andtookmetotheroomwherehecarefullyplaced

meonthebedkissingmesoftlyandseductively

Me:"babe"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"there'ssomethingIwannaaskyou"



Him:"sho"

Buthecontinuedkissingme...wekissedandkissed

andstoppedwhenwestopped,wedidn'tgoay

further,wejustkeptonsmilingateachother.

Him:"I'mgonnahaveonehelluvabeautifulson,with

hazelbrowneyes,brightteeth,"

Me:"shebetternottakeyourcomplexion"

Him:"sund'qhela"

Me:"shecantakeyourheart,that'sall"

Him:"yhu!Heartonly"?

Me:"yeah,ifshedoesIknowshe'llprotectandthink

ofhermommawherevershegoes"

Him:"babeman"

Me:"forreal"

.

.cwaka



.

Him:"don'tyoueverthinkofyourmother,biological"

Me:"Ido"

Him:"doyoumissher"

Me:"everyday.Lookdon'tgetmewrong,I'mgrateful

totheSmithsforeverything"

Him:"yourdad"?

Me:"Idon'tknowhim"

Him:"nothisname,nothing"?

Me:"nope"

Him:"aren'tyoucuriousthough"

Me:"Iam,justthatIfearthey'llneveracceptme.You

know,I'mafraidofrejection"

Him:"butyou'llneverknowuntilyousearchandfind

out"

Me:"I'mnotreadybabe...whatwillIsaytohim?How

willIblendwiththem?Ha,anotnow"

Him:"babayouknowyoushouldhaveaclan,right"?



Me:"mymomhadone...Mam'Zangwa.That'sallI

know"

Hesmiled...andkissedthetipofmynose

Him:"ncuthu"

Me:"what'sthat"?

Him:"that'syou,makhwalo,ncuthu...sinceyourmom

wasn'tmarriedtoyourdadyououghttotakeher

clanname"

Me:"nyhani"?

Him:"yeap"

Me:"what'syours"?

Him:"NdinguJojouZ'khaliuTiyeka,ubuTsolo

bentonga"

Me:"awsatshokamnandi"

Him:"weneedtofindyourdadthough"

Me:"maybeafterthebabyisborn,notnow"



Him:"usure"?

Me:"yes"

Ihuggedhim...

Him:"youwantedtoaskmesomething"?

Me:"yeah...canweatleastgotoascanbeforeyou

leave"

Him:"yeahsure,that'llbegreat"

Me:"kay"

Iclosedmyeyes...afterthosehoursofreadingI

neededamentalrestnjeforafewminutes.
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IthoughtIwasjustrestingbutIendedupfalling

asleep:/butkeIdidwakeupandhewasstillnextto

me,Iliftedupmyheadandkissedhislips:)Icould

livelikethis...foreverbutmyproblemwasthatI

hadn'tseenBeastunleashjustyetsothislink

romanticpsychologicalislandmeantabsolutely

nothingasyet.Iwenttothebathroomndabuyaand

stoodinfrontofthemirrorlolvestyamithencabut

akhontoithindimithitu.

Him:"andthen"

Me:"thenwhat"?

Him:"ukhangelantonespilini"?

Me:"lentouyfakekum"

Helaughed...like:/I'mnotlaughing



Him:"you'retoouptightbabe"

Me:"ngxakiandbonintoihlekisayo"

Him:"...notthatI'mcomplaining,givesmethe

opportunitytoexercise"

Mymindrewindedwhathejustsaid:vItookthe

shawlandthrewitonhisface

Me:"eeuwgetyourmindoutofthatsewerage"

Him:"babywam"

Me:"mxm...IneedtoreviseonwhatIwaslearning

earlier"

Him:"easyway...doyouhavepastquestionpapers"?

Me:"yesbutIcan'tmarkmyself"

Him:"I'llmarkyou"

Me:"okayke...let'sdothis"

Haikewestartedthecountlesstestsandafterhalf



anhourhestartedthemarking...Iwaskindaworried

though:/howcanIexpectabusinessmantomark

thoroughlytestsoflaw?ButIlefthimaloneand

wenttowarmtheleftoverfood,Imademyselfa

bananasmoothieandsatonthathighstooldrinking

itasIWaitedforthefood.WhenthefoodwasdoneI

dishedupandtookitupstairs,hewasstillmarking-_

-Iwentbackdownstairstofetchmysmoothiegqiba

ndenyukandahlalakulacomputerdesk

Me:"canIuseyourlaptop"?

Him:"sure"

Iopenedit,tookaflashfrommybagandpluggedit

in.Ngxakiyabayipassword...

Me:"password"

Him:"Owentando"



Ipuncheditinyangena...iuhm,ifirstroamedaround

inhisfiles.Sawpicszabantwanabakhefrom

birth,hispictures,somethatIassumedwerehis

familyandmore...thereweredocumentsthat

temptedmebutthenIwatchedmoviesthatwereon

myflashandlefthisprivatestuffalone.

Him:"babes"

Me:"mh"

Him:"I'mdone"

Ijumpedoutofmychairndwenttocheckoutwhat

hewastalkingabout:vandtobefrank,theresults

wereaccurate.IhuggedhimandnotedthethingsI

gotwrongthenIbroughtthefoodcloserwhilehe

wenttothebathroomwabuyasatya

Him:"busenzanikulalaptop"

Me:"watchingmovies"



Him:"akhomoviesinsomeofthefilesyouopened"

Me:"whatfiles"?

Him:"familypictures?Docu-"

Me:"holyshitthat'screepy..undibonenjani"?

Heshowedmehisphone...lolthiscrapnotifieshim

ofEVERYTHING,likeevenhowmanyminutesI

lingeredontopofthosedocumentsundecidedon

whethertoopenornot...helookedatmendavela

ndamhleka:vIcouldn'tdenyitmos.

Me:"okayfine,yougotme"

Him:"whatwereyoulookingfor"

Me:"Idon'treallyknowyazbabe"

Him:"wellyoudoknowyoucanjustask,andI'lltell

youwhateveritisthatyouwanttoknow.Right"?

Me:"correct"

Him:"nowask"



Me:"there'snothingIwannaask,Iwasjustcurious

ngalamzuzuthat'sall"

Him:"usure"

Me:"100%,nowcanweeat"?

Weateup...makingsmallconversationnje

Him:"Ineedtoaskyouafavor"

Me:"aslongasIwon'thavetokillsomeone"

Him:"there'llbetimeforthatdon'tworry"

Myeyesalmostpopped:vheburstoutwandihleka

Me:"babedon'tplaylikethat"

Him:"hm...anyway,plstrytostayawayfromVincent"

Me:"ohcummonnotyoutoo"

Him:"VinceneedstofocusonLiboandhisposition



asamanager,notforgettingschool"

Me:"butbabehe'stheonlyfriendI'vemadehere,how

amIjustsupposedtostayawayfromhim"?

Him:"youneedtotry,I'veknownhimandLibofor

quitesometime...they'regoodforeachother"

Me:"Iknowthat"

Him:"and,I'venoticedhowhelooksatyou...Iknow

whyLiboseemsinsecure"

Me:"oh?I'msureyou'regonnatellme"

Him:"youmeanyoudon'tseeit"?

Me:"noactuallyIdon't,Vincentisyourbrotherandhe

ismyfriend...Idon'tseewhyy'allareonourcase"

Him:"baby"

Me:"hayfondin"

Him:"baby"

Me:"thethaNtando"

Him:"Theirrelationshiprightnowisatacritical

stage,theydon'tneedinterferencelikeyousaid,soI



thinknowisthetimetonotinterfere"

Me:"fine"

Him:"uqumbilekengok"?

Me:"andiqumbanga,Ithoughtwenaofallpeopleyou

willunderstandbutkewhatcanIsay?I'mthenew

kidontheblockandithi"?

Ucimbaukhewandiphendulalo?Whenwewere

doneeatingItookthetraydownandwashedthe

dishes,hecamedownwithmyphone.

Him:"babenankuVince"

Me:"mxelelewearenotsupposedtotalk"

Him:"ohcummon"

Me:"kantiugqibothini"?

Him:"canyoujusttalktotheguyuyekeubachildish"

Me:"hm,lontocabandichildishnyhancozthisword

keepsappearinginyourvocabularywithme"



Itookmyphone

Me:"Vince"

Him:"kwenzekantoni"

Me:"Idon'tknowanIdon'tthinkIcare"

Him:"neh"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"okay,I'lltalktoyouafterchurchngomso"

Me:"lookbro,there'snothingtotalkabout.Let's

just,pretendwedon'tknoweachotherlifewillbe

greatntwana"

Him:"didhetellyouthat"

Me:"nohedoesn'thaveanythingtodowith

this...ndiyabonaqhatheeffectourfriendshiphason

yourrelationship"

Him:"hm,okay,tomorrowqha"

Me:"kayfine"



Hehungup

Igavebaethephonehewalkedbackupstairs.:/hay

kodwa...butIgottadowhatIhavetojustso

everyoneishappy...right?
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IwashedezizintondagqibathenIwenttobathcoz

bekulatenow,Iworehisvestzolalangayo:DthenI

tookoutmydressandironedit

Me:"awnantoizofunauiron'wa"?

Him:"Ido..."

Waphakamaandlookedforjeans,whitemuscle

huggingT-shirtandasoftblueblazerIironedthem

andputtheminsideclosethangingthenIcollected

mybooksgqibakwamndakhwelaebhedinindacofaI



phoneyam,histwophonesrangatthesametime...

Helookedatthemandtookone,rejectingtheother.

Marcuscalledme

Me:"boet"

Him:"Ifoundaspecialist"

Me:"fordad?Where"?

Him:"he'sinCairo"

Me:"you'rekidding"

Him:"andsincewecan'tflydadoverthere,I'm

negotiatingapriceforhistoatleastcometoSA

thenI'llflydadtoCT"

Me:"dadwon'tagreetothat"

Him:"notifallofusworktogetherandconvincehim"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"thisguysaidhe'llonlybeabletoflyoveronthe

firstweekofnextmonth"

Me:"we'llallbehomebythen"



Him:"mythoughtexactly,sothiscouldworkout

perfectly"

Me:"yeah,thankyouman"

Him:"nothankyoufortellingme...Iknowiteasyto

goagainstmomlikethat"

Me:"keepingsuchasecretwasharder,trustme"

Him:"haveagoodnightLilone"

Me:"thanksman,kissJrforme"

Him:"willdo"

WhenIwasdone,Ipulledthecoversandcoveredmy

head...IhadnothingtosaytoNtando.Nothingatall.

Myphonerang,again.Iputitonsilenceuntilthe

callerstopped,xandiqalaucimelayaphindaleway,I

snatcheditwithanger:o

Me:"what"?

Him:"oh...badtiming"?



Me:"ufunani"?

Him:"Trina,I'msurewecanbecivilevenifwenot

datinganymore"

IkindabitmytonguewhenIrealizeditsLaa:/but

thenagainndacaphukacozwhythehellishecalling

meebusuku?MaybePrettysoonNtandoisgonna

givemenexeshalofounelwasana...ANDthelimit

yabantuabazondifounela...

Me:"bhutikhawphenduleumbuzowhatdoyouwant"?

Him:"uhm,Ijustwantedtocheckonyou"

Me:"I'mnohospitalpatientyoudon'thavetocheck

onme"

Him:"I'llbeinJo'burgnextweekbendicinga

ngozokubonanobalusukulinyeke"

Me:"akhomortuaryekhaya,izidumbuzibonwakwa

Dovesokay"

Him:"whatgotyousoworkedup"



Me:"wasthereanythingelse"?

Him:"no...canIcallyoutomorrowke,whenyou've

calmeddown"?

Me:"whatever"

Ihungupandshutmyeyes...VincesentanSMS:

'I'msorryifIgotbetweenyouandmybrother,wasn't

myintentionatall.Maybeitsrightthisway,butwe

can'tjuststopbeingfriendsunlessnawekeuyafuna.

Night'

Ididn'trespond.IsatupandlookedatNtando..He

wasbusyonhisphone...foralooooongminuteif

ikhona,thenhenoticedmygaze...

Him:"uthenbabe"

Me:"Iwon'tstopbeingfriendswithVincent"



Him:"thinkofLibo"

Me:"Idon'tcareaboutherandIwon'tbebulliedinto

this...ANDyouarenotgoingtoforcethisstupididea

yakhonoLiboonVince"

Helookedatme,smiledandgotbacktohisphone:o

really?He'snotgonnaargue?Seeingthathe'snot

respondingIresumedtosleeping.Ihavedifficulty

sleepingwhenI'mtroubledkesanasothiswasno

different.

ItossedandturnedhalfofthenightandIswearto

yousomethingmajorwasgoingdown

somewhere,hewasbusyontwoofhisphonesand

onthelaptop.Hayndancamaulalaandwent

downstairsmademyselfacupofrooibostea

ndakhangelaiiruskstherewereonlyafew

ndazithathandayobukelaITVandcalledmysister

Her:"mmh"



Me:"Imissyou"

Her:"fokTrinaitsthreeinthemorning"

Me:"Iknow"

Shesighedandmusthavesatup:v

Her:"okay,what'sbotheringyou"?

Me:"Ican'tsleepman"

Her:"isitthebaby"?

Me:"no"

Her:"drinkyourherbalteaoreaticecreamman"

Me:"I'mdrinkingtea"

Her:"where'syourman"?

Me:"mxmthatone,he'sbusyonhisdevices"

Her:"okay...afterdrinkingyourtea,makesureyou

haveablankienexttoyouandwatchachickflick.

You'llbefine"



Me:"ayt,sorryforwakingyou"

Her:"you'renotsorry"

Ilaughed,shehunguponmendayothathatheshawl

upstairs

Him:"uyaphi"

Me:"downstairs"

Him:"what'swiththeshawl"?

WellubuzekakubisendikwistairsandIdidn'treally

wannaspeakoutloud,Ijustkeptonwalkingndafika

ezantsindabukelaITVmna:)mademyself

comfortableasIswitchedthroughthechannels

lookingforanythingthatwilleventuallysootheme

andIfoundit...WhydidIgetmarried?Lamovieisa

classicmtchanam,ayiphelelwatu.Halfwaythrough

themovieIwasalreadyfastasleep...



WhenIwokeupthefollowingmorningIwasinbed

:ohemusthavetakenmekemntakadadcozIdon't

rememberwalkingmyselfuphere.Ilookedaround

andhewasn'therebutIcouldsmellhisshowergel

andIcouldheartheshowerwaters.Myheadwas

heavythough:/Igotoffthebedandmadeit,opening

thewindowshecameoutlookingandsmellingfresh

andhewasinagoodmood

Him:"morningbaby"

Me:"morning"

HetriedkissingmeIduckedandwentto

shower...whenIcamebackhewasdressed

already,actuallyfinishingoffphofu.Istartedgetting

dressedndivaleumlomowam

Him:"usaqumbile"

Cwaka

Him:"S'bongile"



Me:"mh"?

Him:"pleasenow"

Me:"what"?

Him:"canweatleasttalkaboutthis,itssoearlyinthe

morningIcan'thaveyouinthiskindamood"

Me:"whatkindamoodisthat"

Hesighedandjustwatchedmegettingdressed.
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WhenIwasdoneIwentdownstairswithmyclutch

andeverythinginitthenImademyselfcereal...he

followed,ashewasabouttosaysomething

ndakhonyulukaandtrieduzibambabutIcouldn't:'(I

rantothebathroomandpuked,moodyamyafelaya

worsekengoku.Irinsedmymouthandwalkedback

downstairsIwasn'tgonnaeatthatagain,Itookouta

bananaandgrapesndatyazona



Him:"lecereal"?

Me:"ungayityanawe"

Hetookitandateit,thesilencewastoothickbutI

wasn'tgonnabackdownanytimesoon.Whenwe

werebothdoneIrinsedlabowlebetyelakuyoand

walkedouttothecar,hefollowedandlockedthenhe

gotinanddroveustochurch

Him:"I'msorry"

Igotoutandwalkedinside,IsawVincehesmiledI

didn't.Ijustfoundaseatndahlala.Hecameandsat

nexttome,thesermonstartedandyaqhubasanabut

asGodmayhaveit,bythetimetheservicewasoutI

wasalotmorecalmerthanwhenwecamein.

Okayfinewewalkedout,onebehindtheothertothe

car...westoodnexttoit



Him:"babe"

Me:"I'mwaitingforVince"

Him:"oh"

AfewminutesthenVincecameoutandwalked

towardsus,Libhongowaschattingwithagroupof

girls.

Vince:"molwenibhut'"

Him:"shondoda"

Vince:"Tee...I'msorryneh"

Me:"forntonikanyekanye"

Vince:"honestly?Idon'tknowbutuhm...Iwouldn't

likethisfriendshipofourstocausemoreharmto

anyoneofus"

Me:"solution"?

Vince:"masivelesiy'yekentwana,butitsnotlikewe'll

betotalstrangersIpromiseyou"



IlookedatNtando...hebetternothaveanythingto

dowiththis.Libhongowalkedtowardsuswafika

wemaakathetha

Vince:"heuhm,hasnothingtodowiththis"

Me:"Ineverasked"

Libo:"andIfullysupporthisdecision,Iexpectyouwill

tooTrina"

Me:"verywell...canwegohome"?

Beast:"uhm,sure"

Igotinthecar

...thedrivehomewasasilentone.Itoldmyselfnot

tosulkoverrubbish.IfVinceisconvincedthatwe

can'tbefriendsthenthat'swhathe'sgonnaget.Bae

drovetoSpurandparkedsahlalasithecwaka



Him:"again,I'msorry"

Me:"don't...webothknowyou'renot,yougotexactly

whatyouwantednowcanwepleasemoveon?Like

lifedoesn'treallyrevolvearoundthem"

Him:"oh-kay...let'seat"

Iopenedmydoorandwalkedouttothefranchise,

hecamebehindme.Awaitressshowedusthetable

ndafikakuqala:vshecamebackthethemenus

Him:"babymanthissilenceiskillingme"

Me:"sorry"

Him:"nomandon'tapologizeforwhatyoudidn't

do,justopenuptome"

Me:"rightnowallIwannadoiseat,gohome,bathand

sleep...maybeafterI'vesleptkendovukandiright"

Him:"okay...orderke"



Hecalledthewaitressandheorderedsteakandribs

withthesides,Ijustorderedbuffalowingswithfried

onionsandchocolateshakesatyaandwhenwe

weredonehedroveushome.Ndafikaendlini

ndakhulula...heranmeabubblebathwithsoothing

saltsIsoakedmyselfandrelaxedforawhilebeforeI

evenattemptedtobath.WhenIwasdoneIwrapped

atowelaroundmybodyandwalkedouttothe

bedroom

Me:"andthen"?

Him:"fullbodymassage...courtesyofyourbaby

daddy"

Me:"oh"

Heheldmyhandandledmetobed:)Ilayonmy

stomachwenzaadumengazounyanakaMaz'khaliI

turnedoverandhedidthesame,whenhewasdone

hekissedmê _̂cherryontop?Heknowsexactly



howtosmoothmedown...

Me:"whydidIreceivesuchtreatment"?

Him:"IrealizedIhurtyou,yesIcan'tundowhat's

donebutIwantustomoveon"

Me:"speakingofmovingon...Ineedtonap"

Him:"I'llleaveyoutoit"

Hekissedmyforeheadandcollectedhismassage

toolsandleftmetosleep...Okondincumilekesana.

WhenIwokeupfrommynapIgotdressedandwent

downstairsfikaebukeleFastandFuriousIsatnext

tohimcozebesezophelasondaqondba

mandingamphazamisi,whenthemovieendedItook

bothhishandsontomineandlookedhimintheeye

Him:"wha-atsgoingon"?



Me:"look...Ineedtoapologize"

Him:"forwantingtokeeplefriendshipyenu"?

Me:"noIwon'tapologizeforthat,Iwanttoapologize

forhowIattemptedtoattendtothat"

Him:"ndiconfusedkebabe"

Me:"thingis,I'mnotreallygoodatmakingfriends

evenuVincewabalibhaqonje,soatthethoughtof

losingtheonlyfriendIhave,Imighthavebeen

inconsiderateforaminutethere"

Him:"ohokay"

Me:"Iknowbengazothandaifwhathe'sdoingyo

Liboibisenziwakum,andIpromiseIwillapologize

nakuLibo"

Him:"don't...bayekengoku"

Me:"usure"?

Him:"yeah...Hecametohissensessolet'sjusthope

they'llworkouttheirdifferences"

Me:"kay"

Him:"subadownbabyman,youdidtherightthing"



Me:"foruLiboyes"

Him:"forallofus"

:/likeIdon'treallyunderstandbutkeItoldmyself

I'mnotgonnaaskfurthermore.Hebenthishead

downandkissedmylips,hismouthtastedlike

chocolate,Ismiledandpulledbackinsurprise

Me:"youwereeatingchocolate"?

Him:"erh...yeah,Iactuallyboughtitforyouqhawabe

ungavukiyabo"

Me:"that'ssounlikeyou,butthanksalot"

Him:"oneoftheTitusbratshasbeencallingyou"

Me:"iphiphoneyam"?

Him:"nantsi"

Itookitandchecked-_-Landilemxmndayibekapha



Him:"wathimxm"

Me:"wenzaiscefelo"

Him:"yourex"

Me:"duh"

Him:"mh...awlobusibabeIcan'thavebeesbuzzing

aroundyouoko"

Me:"ndithinikemnacozIdon'tcallem"

Him:"putthemintheirplaces...webothknowof

tableswereturnedyouwouldn'tapproveofmyexes

callingmewhatevertimetheywish,exclusiveofthe

babymomma's"

Me:"noted"

Bekhendayitshokelentobandizoxelelwanoba

mandinfounelwengubanininingoku..buuuut,this

wasvalid.True,Iwouldn'tapprove,no,I'dthrowabawl

ndbeligezaifibinguyeowenzalento.

Me:"Whattimeyoutakingmehome"



Him:"awhambingomso"?

Me:"andphethangampahla"

Him:"khonalaskinnyjeans,youhaveeziplatsorthe

sneaks"

Me:"top?Vest"?

Him:"that'sanobviouschoice"

Me:"ha.ababe"

Him:"ewebabe"

Okayfine...Igotupandwenttocooksupper.He's

doneenoughforonedaysoIreallyhadtospoilhim

namevenifkeitwon'tbeasbigasamassage.

WhenIwasdonecookingIdishedupforuson

separateplates,ImadehimcoffeeImademyselftea

thenservedhim.Weatemakingconversation,he

wastellingmehowdifficultIamtopleaseblahbla

blah:v

Him:"umakhulukaThandowannaseeyou"



Me:"yhu"

Him:"Itoldheryouwouldsaythat"

Me:"nobabenotnow"

Him:"she'dliketotakecareofthechildoncehe's

born"

Me:"Idon'tmindthat"

Him:"cool"

:ozofikandithinimhlandayombonaumamakhe?Oh

hayGod,kalokabantwanababelunguaren'treally

KasiorruralevenifbangabaXhosabybirth,soze

zifaneiiteachingssowhatiflomamadoesn't

approveofme?Yho!
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JongaumntanakaFaithakancamievha?WhileIwas

cuddlingnobaewatchingamovieyatshoIphone

andyabonwangubhut'baesince

ibingakuye,wandinika



Me:"LandileTitus"

Him:"yho,hiunjani"?

Me:"ndiright"

Him:"oh-kay...uhm,canwepleasemeetWednesday

afteryourlecture"

Me:"why"

Him:"Ijustwannaseeyouthat'sall,maybegraba

bitewhileweatit"

Me:"wellandizobanachance"

Him:"ohcummonTee"

Me:"I'mserious"

Him:"pleaseman,wewon'tgotoanythingfancyI

knowyoudon'tlikethoseplaces"

Me:"bhuti,Idon'thavetimetogallivantaround

Jo'burgwithyou.Uzothiniubabe"?

Him:"ohwoyikayena"?

Me:"wrongword...thewordyou'relookingforis



respect"

Him:"he'sinCapeTownmosakazoyazi...don'tget

mewrong,itsnotlikesiyay'fihlaitsjustintonje

betweenoldfriends"

Me:"ukuqhathilekelonautheuseKapacoznanku

phambkwam...anduhm,Ithinkyouneedtorecheck

wherewestandcozwewereneveroldfriends,we

dated.Ladlulafuthilaphelaeloxeshanowplease,I'm

beggingyou.Leavemealone.Please"

Him:"ohkay....justagreetoseeingme,thenI'llleave

youalone"

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforyou,awuvanah"?

Him:"haibofondin,yintoningathsizienemiesnow

ukudlulainyokanesele,Iwon'ttakemuchofyour

timenalomntuwakhowon'tnotice,unlesskeuyile

typeelindayoazokuthathanaseskolweni"

Me:"ugqibile"?

Him:"notuntilyouagreeonthis"

Me:"noLandiledon'tyouunderstand?Idon'twanna

meetyou...wait,IthinkIshouldsaythisinyourhome



languagemaybeuzondiva.Landile,andifuniudibana

nawe.Notnow,notWednesdayandprobablynot

ever.Moveon,getalife,getajob,wondleabantwana

bakhousave'lenaloumenzileyo.Pleaseyour

mom,justgoanddowhateveritisthatyoudoand

leavemeoutofit.Forgetyouevermetme,erasemy

nameoutofyourmemory.Okay?"

ThenIhungup...ndathula.

Him:"masolala"

Me:"kuseearly"

Him:"skolongomso"

Me:"halftwelve"

Him:"oohm"

Sisabukelenjaloaunknownnumbercalledmebut

thistimeitwasn'tonprivate,myphonehavingaCall

App,afterafewsecondsikhalandiyijongileyavelaba



ngubani

Me:"Nelisa"

Her:"hey,howdidyouknow"?

Me:"Ijustdid,howcanIhelpyou"

ImsureNtandowaslookingatme,qhandaqondbaI

won'tgivehimthesatisfactionAbemoresuspicious

thanhealreadyis

Her:"Ineedafavor,urightkuqala"

Me:"yeahI'mgood,ndakuvanaweusharp"

Her:"yeahI'mgreat"

Me:"favor"?

Her:"yeahuhm,firstlyndcelaukuthienkosiforwhat

youdidforuSino,iwenttovisitthembandibonisa

eveythingyouboughtforher"

Me:"ohokay,butyoushouldthankherfather,itwas



allhim"

Her:"iknowNtandolove,anyway,Iwannabuyher

ezinyeiimpahlajusttoaddkweziyauzithengileyo,but

eziwarmerthistime"

Me:"oh-kay"

Her:"thingis,Ntandotoldhismothertonotallowme

nearhisdaughter,Iknowwhy.AndIalsoknowif

ndiyileshewillletmeinbutuNtandowillknowabe

evutha"

Me:"ndimamele"

Her:"ndicelauthumelelawenalemalibendizothenga

ngayo,umthengeleandthenmaybeunikilekwau

Ntandobutzibengathizithengwenguwe,Icaneven

postezisendizithengileandsometoysIpromised

her"

Me:"ohokay,akhongxakiletmecallyoungomsoand

I'llsendyoufurtherdetailskwangomso"

Her:"thankyou,verymuch"

Me:"youwelcome"

Her:"goodnight"



Me:"night"

-

Him:''nowuyichominoAnelisa"?

Me:"no,shejustneededafavor"

Him:"whatfavor"

Me:"haybabe"

Him:"Ihopey'allaren'tschemingbehindmyback"

Me:"don'tworryIwon'tburnyoualive,andwemost

certainlywon'tabductuSinovha"

Him:"hm"

IsavedlanumbersabukelaImovieleandwentto

bed.

Wegotinbedandhewantedtobebusyonhis

laptopIwantedtocuddle



Me:"what'ssoimportant"?

Him:"Ihavetobeupdatedonthedaysdealingskalok

babe"

Me:"celaulindendilalekecozIwannacuddlewith

you"

Him:"heeemandoyiswe"

Icuddleduponhim,heusedhisphonechecking

emailsuntilIdosedoffthenIfelthimgettingup

slowly:)atleasthewaitedtillIfellasleep.Iwokeup

againinthemiddleofthenightwithaheartacheI

couldn'treallyexplain...Ihadadreamneh,butI

couldn'tsaywhatexactlydidIdreamofbutIwoke

upintears,mypillowwaswetandevenwhenIwas

awakeIwasstillcrying.Thisfoetushasn'teven

grownyet,kodwaIwashavingtroubleswith

moods,sleeping,eatingandmostcertainly

expressingmyself:'(likerightnowIwantedto

cry,myheartwasjustsooopainfulbutifIwouldbe

askedwhyndinjenaIwouldn'tknowandbeingwith



thisguyI'llbetoldI'mjustsearchingforattention:/

notthatIblamehimbutthishadabsolutelynothing

todowithattention...Itwasanemotional

rollercoasterthatIcouldn'treallyputapinon.Igot

outofbedandwenttowashmyfacendabuyaand

hewassittinguptalkingonthephone,hekinda

stoppedtalkingwhenIwalkedinthenresumedand

saidafewwordsbeforehangingup.

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"wereyoucrying"?

Ishookmyheadandgotinbed...Iturnedmypillow

aroundandtriedsleeping.YesItossedandturned

throughoutthenightbutIdideventuallyfallsleep.

WhenIwokeup,IhadthisurgetocallhomesoI

calledmom'sphonebutitwentstraighttovoicemail

soIcalleddadbutthatwasinvain,Icalledthehouse

phone,thelandlinestillnoresponse.Iwenttobath



withanunsettledspiritlechapphofndivukeingekho

kwalaphaebhedini,IbathedandwentdownstairsI

neededcomfortfood:(myheartwasreally

troubled...WhilemakingmyselfamegasandwichI

triedhomeagain...AuntNandianswered:D

Her:"Smithresidencegoodmorning"

Me:"morningaunty,unjani"?

Her:"heeyTrinalique,itsbeenalongtime"

Me:"Iknow,hey,uhmI'vebeentryingtocallmomand

dadbutnooneispicking"

Her:"oohyouhaven'theard"?

Me:"haven'theardwhat"?

Her:"Icalledyourbrotherslastnight,actuallyearly

thismorningdidn'ttheytellyou"?

Me:"tellmewhat?What'sgoingon?Where'smom?

Isdadokay"?

Her:"okaycalmdown"

Me:"oh-kay"



Her:"yourmomwasadmittedatLifeHospitalearlier

to-"

Me:"what"?

Her:"shehadaheartattackmydear,I'mactuallyon

mywaytocheckonherrightnow"

Me:"No!No!No!!!!!!!How'sdadkengok"?

Her:"hedoesn'tknow..IwillcallyouonceI'matthe

hospitalmydearI'mrunningoutoftime"

Me:"ohokay"

Her:"bye"

Ukutyaokubendizokwenza?Ididn'ttouchanyofit...

Icouldn't.NgqondoyamveleyenzaIshutdownand

myheartayafunantoatall!
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Iwaitedandwaited,haynocall.IcalledEve



Her:"aunty"

Me:"hey,aregoingtocampus"?

Her:"naah,Ijustwannalazearound,mybodyisheavy

today"

Me:"okay,canIjoinyou"?

Her:"noproblembaeisnotaround"

Me:"okaygimmeafewminutes,Idon'tknowwhere

myownbaeis"

Her:"alright,I'lltextyoutheaddress"

Me:"sharp"

Iwenttogetdressedinthatskinnyjeanandvestne

sneakersandfixedmyhair.Icalledlobhuti:/Ihada

feelingOoMarcweren'tplanningtotelluscozEve

didn'tsoundlikesomeonewhoknows

Him:"nkos'kazi"

Me:"uhm,uphi"?



Him:"I'monmywaythere"

Me:"okay"

Ihungupandwaited...Thehungerbugsmashedme

again,ndancamandayokunyanzelaokwakutya

bendikwenzilehewalkedinxandivasaiplate

Him:"hey"

Me:"IneedtogoseeEve,celaundise"

Him:"everythingalright"?

Me:"yep"

Him:"okay,masambe"

Igavehimtheaddressandhedrovemethere

sincokolanjeaphemotwenicozmymindwasinEast

Londonnyhani.Wereachedtheparkinglot

Him:"shouldIwait"?

Me:"uhmno,I'llcallyou"



Him:"okay"

Ikissedhimndohlikawithbothmyphonesand

walkedtotheflat,knockedandwaswelcomedbyan

eggandbaconsmellonsomethingchilli.

Shedishedupforbothofus,Ionlyatethesausages

sincetheyweren'tporkaftereatingsancokola

nje....hayndazincamaandtoldher

Me:"uhm,Eve"

Her:"sup"

Me:"whenlastdidyoucallhome"

Her:"erh...Idon'tknow,lastmonth"?

Me:"wellIcalledthismorningandAuntNandisaid

momhasbeenadmittedatLife"

Her:"mom?Hospital?Nah,shemustbemistaken"

Me:"she'snot,shecalledourbrotherswhohaven't



toldusanythingasyet"

Her:"oh...whathappened"

Me:"heartattack"

ShechokedonherfoodIhadtouhmgofetchwater

forher,shedrankandI'msureitonlydawnedonher

nowthatwecouldloosemom.Icouldn'ttellher

aboutdad,she'dbeshatteredforreal...wesatthere

consolingeachotherandsheactuallycried:o

unqabileumbonauEveekhala.Whenweweredone

sobbing,weoptedtowatchamovieandhalfway

throughit...

Her:"don'thaveaclass"?

Me:"yeah,halftwelve"

Her:"ohwestillhaveplentyoftime"

Me:"Ineedtonap...justforanhourman"

Her:"you'regoingtohavealazyhugebaby,don't

sleepsomuch"



Me:"who'shavingababy?Doyouseeababyhere"?

Lolshecrackedup:v:v

Her:"soputtingthisissueaside,how'syour

relationshipgoing"?

Me:"smoothIthink..."

Her:"you'renotsure"?

Me:"Idon'tknowhey,he'sgreat,he

listens,cuddles,cooks,massages...Hedoes

everythinggreat"

Her:"but"?

Me:"Iontheotherhandisbroody,sensitive,

indecisiveandhottempered"

Her:"welcometopregnancy"

Me:"noman,thishasnothingtodowithpregnancy.I

thinkIneedhelp"

Her:"youmeanashrink"?



Me:"Idon'tknow...maybe"

Her:"nope,youneedtovisitKeriandJoeforaweek

you'llreturnanewperson"

Yhoandayihleka:vlikeJoeistheemostquiet

personandKerialwaysseesgoodevenintheworst

situationhowthehellwillIfindmyselfthere?Hayiza

bawo!Umntuwamcalled

Me:"bhut'Ntando"

Him:"mylove,thishouseissoempty"

Me:"apartmentbabe,notahouse"

Him:"samedifference"

Me:"nowthatyoucalledplscomefetchmeby12:15

itsafifteenminutesdrivetocampusfromhere"

Him:"I'llfetchyouby12andspendthe15minutes

withyou"

Me:"youspentthewholeweekendwithme,awdikwa"?



Him:"erh...no"

Me:"yeahwhatever,andplsbringmybagitsinyour

closetwiththreebooksinside"

Him:"yesma'am"

Me:"thanks"

Him:"IloveyoumamakaNtandoJr"

Me:"loveyoutoobabe"

Him:"holleratayourcrazysister"

Me:"hahawait...Eve"?

Her:"yeah"

Me:"babysaysImustholleratmyCRAZYsister"

HahahayhowamthukakanjanuEve?Hewasin

stitchesontheotherendoftheline

Him:"see?She'scrazy"

Me:"yhoawmazuEvewena"



Him:"byebyeuyand'thukalomntu"

Me:"byebye".
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Hecametofetchme,wewenttosomeeaterybefore

Iwenttoclass,bythreeIwasalreadyoutand

headinghome.Nandicalledandtoldmemomwas

inacommaandyeahwelivedinprayersdaily...

THREEWEEKSLATER

Weallwenthome,thecancerspecialistcame

throughsoMarccameupwithanexcusetotake

dadtoCapeTownandheobligedsoIwasleftwith

EveanNathanwegaveauntNanditimeoff...this

wasfamilytimeandweneededsometimealoneas

familyewesheknowsalloursecretsbutnow,she

alsoneededabreak.



SothisdaywewerewaitingforKeritocome

home,Lukewenttofetchherfromherhouseasthey

saidweneededtohaveafamilymeetingwhiledad

wasundertreatmentinthecapeandtomysurprise,

KeriandEvedidn'tknowanythingaboutdadbeing

sick:/

Wesataroundthedinnertableinthisfamilymeeting

Marc:"okaysowe'reallhere...asweallknow,momis

inacriticalconditionrightnowthedoctorsare

waitingformysignaturesotheycantransferherto

theCapeforaheartoperation"

Keri:"itsthatbad"?

Marc:"yeahbutthere'smore"

Eve:"more"?

Marc:"there'ssomethingwehaven'treallydisclosed

becausewewerenotfullyinformedaboutit,and

whenweeventuallywereIcalledinafewfavorsjust

totryandgetasecondopinionregardingthematter"



Eve:"okaynowplsgettothepoint"

Luu:"Evelyn"

-cwaka-

Marc:"whatI'mabouttosay...I'llneedpeoplewitha

backboneandtheabilitytostomachitwithbrevity"

Keri:"we'reallears"

Marc:"dadisnotonholiday"

Eve:"he'snot"?

Keri:"whereishe"?

MarcuslookedatLuke

Luu:"he'sinCapeTown...Undergoingatreatment"

Keri:"whattreatmentLuu"?

Marc:"dadwasdiagnosedwithcancer...lungcancerI

thinkandithasspreadsomuchdoctorsatLife

confirmedthatthere'snothingmorethatcanbe

done"



-cwaka-

Luu:"butwemanagedtofindaspecialistandwe

flewhimin...heisnotgivingusanythingdifferent

fromwhattheotherdoctorssaid,butitsworthatry"

Keri:"howlongdidyouknowaboutthisandyou

didn'tevenbothertellingus"?

Marc:"momdidn'twannatellusindividuallyshe

wantedtowaittillwegatherherebutherheartfailed

her"

Emvakokokwathicwaka...whenIlookedatEveI

sawtearstrickingdownherpinkcheeksandakwazi

uzibambanamIcried..allofusdidbesidesthemen

amongus.Kerimovedandcametositwith

us,huggingusyhohaikesalilamore.Whenwehad

criedenoughweallwenttothehospitalsothatwe

couldseeherbeforeshefliestoCapeTown.



MarcdroveustothehospitalandWhenwereached

thehospitalhegavemehisphonesandcarkeysto

hold,whenwereachedthewardtobeexact,mntaka

daditwaspainful.Icouldn'twalkin,Istoodbythe

doorwhileeveryonewalkedin...thesoundfromthe

lifesupportmachinesstifledmyfeetwouldn'tletme

walkin.Iwalkedbacktothecar,justasIgotin,Eve

followedsahlalaphasalilasadinwaIwipedmytears

whenIheardmyphoneringingandlookedatthe

caller,itcheeredmyheartbutitdidn'terasethepain

Me:"babe"

Him:"hey,you'recrying"

Me:"no"

Him:"babyIknowyou'vebeencrying"

Me:"noI(ateardropped)Iwasn't(sniff)serious

babe"

Iwipedmyunwelcometearsandcoughed,justto

clearmyvoice...Isooobadlyneededhimherebut



thistimehewasn'tjustawayhewasoceansaway

frommeandthere'snothingmuchthathecould

possiblydoekudeelahlobo.

Him:"unjani"?

Me:"I'mgreat,you"?

Him:"enjoyingtheholidays"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"Ihopeyou'refeedingmysonverywell"

Me:"don'tworryabouther,she'smommasbaby

ofcozI'llfeedher"

Him:"ifyou'renotcryingthenyoumusthavefluor

something,Idon'tlikeyourvoice"

Me:"erh...I'llprobablybefinelateronbabedon't

worry.Howisthedealcomingalong"?

Him:"wellitsstillearlydays,I'llhavenewsmaybeby

nextweekorthefollowingweek"

Me:"oohokay,goodluck"



Him:"thankyou...Ineedafavor"

Me:"shoot"

Him:"momcalled,theyranoutoffoodIdon'tknow

howcozwhenIwenttodropoffOwentandoIleft

themwithenoughmoney"

Me:"soshouldItransferthemthemoney"?

Him:"uhmno,I'lltransfermoneythemoneyintoyour

account.Whenyouhaveachanceplsgobuythem

thegroceriescoznowI'mnotevensuretheybought

anythingqhaIcan'treallysaybayenzeniimali"

Me:"me?Haibobabe.Ican'tdothat"

Him:"pls...I'llforwardyournumbertooneofmyguys

thenhe'lltakethegrocerieshome"

Me:"yhoNtando"

Him:"ndakcelababe"

Me:"okayfine"

Him:"enkosilove"

Me:"zolindakuweke"



Him:"alright,haveagoodday"

Me:"nawe"

Wehungup...IcalledAnelisa

Her:"Tee"

Me:"heyuhm,yousaidyouwantedtogivesomestuff

toyourkid"

Her:"uhyes,you'regoingtodoit"?

Me:"yes"

Her:"ohthankyou...wherecanIposttheothersto?

ThenI'lldothecashtransferrightnow"?

Me:"Ialreadytextedyoumybankdetails,postthe

resttoEastLondonpostoffice,referenceTrinalique

Smith"

Her:"you'reastar.Ioweyouforthis"

Me:"justmakeithappentodaysobytomorrowor

thedayafterthey'llbehere"



Her:"okayI'mrightontopofit,yhoundincedile

mntanomntu"

Me:"aytsharp"

Her:"sharpCc"

Ihungupandwesatinthatsilence...WellifIwas

goingshoppinghere,IwassuregonnadoitwithEve.

Webothneededthecheeringup.

Her:"youokay"

Me:"Ihaveto...can'tupsetthebabyright"?

Shesmiled

Her:"yeah...howishe"?

Me:"he'sgood,heknowsI'vebeencrying"

Her:"whydidn'tyoujusttellhim"?

Me:"Ithinkheknowseverything...andthere'snot

muchhecandofromwhereheis"

Her:"moralsupport"



Me:"mh,heaskedmetodoshoppingforhisFAM

though"

Shelaughed:v

Her:"when"?

Me:"hesaidwheneverIgetachance"

Her:"whenareyouplanningtodoit"?

Me:"maybetomorroworthedayafter"

Her:"doitthedayafter,Marcwillbegone..Iheard

himearliertodaytalkingtoLiz"

Me:"you'llgowithme,right"?

Her:"ifyouwantmeto"

Me:"ofcoz,IneedyourexpertadviceMrsRoyalty"

Atleastwewereabletolaughagain..eveninthe

midstofthissadnessthatseemstohaveenveloped

ourfamily.
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Theothersiblingsreturnedandweheadedhome,no

conversationwhatsoever.Whenwereachedhome

weeachwenttoourroomsandshutthewhole

worldout...thisenvironmentwasdepressingIswear.

We'veneverbeeninsuchastatebefore,homeisthat

oneplacewealwaysmissedwhenthingsweren't

goingwellbutnowhomebecamethatoneplaceI

couldn'tstayin,itwassuffocating...Itsnotevena

homewithoutmomanddad.Rememberingthat

wherebaeis,kusebusukusoifhe'sonalegit

businesstripheshouldbeasleep:/maybe,Idon't

know,butIcalledhimnonetheless...

Ittookacoupleofringsbeforehepickedup

Him:"Mrs"

Me:"amIdisturbing"?

Him:"no,notatall...talktome"

Me:"Ijustwantedtohearyourvoice"



Him:"yourvoiceislowerthanearlier...somethingis

reallygoingon"

Me:"Imissyoubabe"

Him:"ndanikhumbulanambabe"

Me:"can'tyoubebackbyChristmas"?

Him:"Idon'tknownana,uthenithethanam"

Me:"thingsare...Idon'tknow,just..."

Ibrokedown...ha.athiswastoomuchtohandle..or

maybebenfikelwekufekethaandazikemtchanam

Hewaitedinsilence...thenIcollectedmyselfand

calmeddown,blewmynoseandwipedmyface

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"ugrandngoku"

Inod:vforasecondIforgotthathe'snotinfrontof

me...heactuallydidn'tlaughlikehewouldusuallydo



Him:"Idon'tlikeseeingnorhearingyoucry,itbreaks

myheartworsethere'snothingIcandofromwhereI

am"

Me:"nobabedon'tworryI'llbefine"

Him:"yousure"?

Me:"yes,dowhateveryou'redoingmnandizobaright"

Him:"Ineedtoknowwhatupsetyou"

Me:"haymansustress'aIpromiseI'llbefine"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"okayfine,momhadaheartattack,dadhas

canceranditsfatal...Iontheotherhandam

pregnantandcan'ttellanyofthemasyet"

Him:"ohthat,didPolomanagetogetholdofthat

specialist"

Me:"yeah,wait,youknewaboutthis"?

Him:"yeah...hetoldme"

Me:"oh"



Him:"look,Ican'treallymeddleinfamilystuffbutI

cansurelyhelpwhereverIcan"

Me:"thanks...Iuhm,havetogo"

Him:"whereto"?

Me:"weneedtorestforawhile"

Him:"okay,I'llcally'allbeforenilalecozndizobe

ndivukamna"

Me:"weloveyou"

Him:"Iloveallofyou...Itransferedthemoney"

Me:"Ihaven'tcheckedmysecondphoneyet"

Him:"sure,byenow"

Me:"byebabe"

AfterhangingupIreallypulledacoverovermy

head...Idrownedmyselfinthisdeeprelaxingsleep.

Wokeupstillfeelingnumbandtired...CalledSoso

maybehecouldcheermeup



Him:"previousMrsTitus"

:v

Me:"Lwandisounjani"

Him:"I'mgreat,can'tsaythesameaboutyouthough"

Me:"I'mjustsufferingfromfatiguethat'sall"

Him:"youneedthebeach...pityyou'reinJo'burg"

Me:"I'minEL"

Him:'you'rekidding,comegetup.I'lltakeyoufora

walk"

Me:"you'rehometoo"?

Him:"duh!Withmomwhowouldn'tcomehomeona

Decemberholiday"?

Me:"Idon'tfeellikebeingoutside"

Him:"you'lldieofdepressioninthatroomof

yours...I'llpickyouupin15minutestops"

Me:"oh-kay...imustwarnyouSoso,I'mnotreally

goodcompanythough"



Him:"don'tworryit'llonlybethetwoofus...andifyou

feellikeI'mtoomuchupinyourspace,I'lljustwalk

behindyou"

Me:"deal"

ThenIhungupandchangedintoaminisummer

dressandsandals...KnowingthatIhavepeople

guardingmeIhadtotellbaebandiyaphiespecially

sinceitswithaguy,hisguyswon'tunderstandthat

there'snothinggoingonbetweenmnanoSososoI

textedhimandwaitedforSoso...wafikashame

umntanabantuandtookmeforthewalkonthe

beach.

wejustwalkedforsometimesilence...Istarted

walkingtosomerocksandremovedmyshoessoI

canclimbemproperlyndahlalaontopandlookedat

theharbor

him:"theysaylookingatthefarendoftheocean

helpsyoucalmyournervesandrelocatesyour

thoughts"



Ismiledandlookedahead...

me:"whatamIlookingfor"?

him:"justlook...thinkofhowbeautifulthisis,whydid

Godcreateit?wheredoesitend?doesitevenend"?

lolokaysoasskepticalasIwas...Itrieditout.The

moreyoufocusonthesequestionsandinterests

uveleubeblankedoutaboutyourownissues...it

helpskenyhani.
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Wespentaboutanhourormoreevenjustsittingin

silencebutIwasmorecalmerthanwhenIcame

here

Him:"shouldIask"



Me:"no,justsithereandbequiet"

Him:"yesma'am"

Wesatdowninsilence...Evecalled

Me:"mommy"

Her:"Booboowantshisaunty"

Me:"tellhimauntyisatthebeach"

Her:"areyouforreal"

Me:"yeah"

Her:"whoahokay...whenwillyoubeback"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...IthinkIkindalikeithere"

Her:"youknowrunningawaywon'tchangeanything

right"?

Me:"Ijustneedfreshairbabe"

Her:"okay,seeyou"

Me:"seeyou"



IhungupandturnedtoSoso

Me:"I'dliketohaveanicecreampls"

Him:"ohkay,let'stakeawalktoWimpy"

Me:"uhm...I'dlikeeyakwaMcDifpossible"

Him:"we'llhavetodrive...come"

WewalkedtohiscarandhedroveustoMcDonald's

restaurantIsatdownandwaitedashewentto

order,hecamebackwithtwochickenwrapsand

sodasahlalaandhestartedeating...Ijustwatched

him

Him:"younoteating"?

Me:"Iwantedanicecreamnotfood"

Him:"Iknow,butI'llonlybuyyouanicecreamwhenI

knowforsureitwon'tlandonanemptystomach"



Me:"haiboSosoIateekhaya"

Him:"Idon'tknowaboutthat"

IsulkedandstartedeatingthisthingsoslowI

wantedhimtofinishfirstathengeleway

ndiyfunayo...Idon'tknowwhy,maybeheonlygotthe

messageIsenthimnowbutkewhenIwashalfway

throughthewrap,umntuwamcalled.Ilookedat

Sosohelookedatmeandthenatthephone

Him:"yourboyfriend"?

Inod

Him:"oh,IhopeIdon'tgetyouintrouble"

Me:"uhm...Idoubt.Gimmeasec...Babe"?

Him:"mmmhyousoundbetter"

Me:"wellItoldyouI'llbebetter"



Him:"thankstotheTitusbratIguess"

Me:"ohcummonnow,stopthat"

Him:"Idon'tlikethem"

Me:"noted"

Him:"butI'vegottasayI'mgladhe'sabletomake

youfeelbetter,somethingIcan'tdoatthemoment"

Me:"wait,you'reinsecure"?

Him:"haikengok"

Me:"soundedlikethatkalokbabe"

Him:"niphingok"?

Me:"atMcDonald's...IneededaMcFlurry"

Him:"mmhkay,enjoy"

Me:"loveyou"

Him:"loveyoumore"

Hehungup...Iputthephonedownandcontinued

eating.Sosoethecwaka,IwantedtotellhimI'm

pregnantcozhe'stheclosestpersonIknowof



besidesfamilysinceVinceisnolongerallowedtobe

myfriendbutIwasscaredofhowhewouldreact.

WhenweweredoneheboughtmetheMcFlurryye

OreoandboughthimselfeyeCaramelthenwe

walkedtohiscar...Idecidednottotellhimyet,its

stillearlydays.Hedrovemehome

Me:"enkosi"

Him:"anytime"

Me:"don'tsaythat,you'llregretit"

Hechuckled

Him:"never,Imeanit.Callmeanytimeyoufeellike

talkingorliketoday,walking"

Me:"andstaringatthesea"

WelaughedandhuggedasIgotoutofhiscar

walkedinsidemyhome.



WhenIwalkedinMarcwasinthelounge

Me:"hi"

Him:"heeey,youlookbetter"

Me:"feelbettertoo"

Him:"sothatmeansyou'llcookdinner"?

Me:"absolutely,whatdoyouwannaeat"?

Him:"anyofthosefarmmealsyouanddadusedto

make"

Me:"ooooh...Well,theeasiestisthedumplingsand

beefstewBUTwedon'thavedough"

Him:"we'llbuyitatSpar"

Me:"okay,lemmestart"

Iwenttothekitchenanddefrostedbonedbeef,alot.

Marcuscaneat:othatguy?Yho!Ipeeledallthe

vegetable,EvecamedownwithBoobooandKeri's



child

Her:"lookwho'sback"

IdroppedeverythingandwenttokisstheboysthenI

resumedtowhatIwasdoing

Her:"whatarewecooking"?

Me:"beefdumplings"

Her:"mmmh,butthere'snoflourhere"

Me:"yourbrothersaidwe'llbuyreadymadedough"

Her:"that'stheCapeTownlifeI'mtellingyou,letus

leaveyouinheat"

Me:"whatever"

TheywenttojoinMarcandIcontinuedtocook.Keri

cametohelpme,whenLuucameoutofhisroom

MarcsenthimtogoandbuythedoughatSparI



offeredtotagalongndahambaleavingthepotto

Keri.Onourwaytheresancokolake

Him:"how'sthelittleonedoing"?

Me:"erhm...I'mnotevensurethere'ssomethingin

here"

Him:"itsstillearlydays,givehimtime"

Me:"her"

Him:"youwantagirl"?

Me:"yes,wehaveenoughboyshere"

Him:"mh,Idoubtyourmanagreeswithyouonthat"

Me:"wellhe'snotcarryingher,Iam"

Him:"sohaveyoutoldthefolksyet"?

Me:"no,Idon'tplanto.Theyneedtorecoverfirst"

Him:"Iagree...Butareyoucoping"?

Me:"I'mtryinghey,itsnotaneasythingbutweall

havetobeStrong"

Him:"youknowI'mhereifyouwannatalk"



Me:"andifIwannalashout"?

Him:"nothatwillhavetowaitforyourboyfriend"

:v

Wereachedsparandwenttobuythisthing,he

boughtmebiscuits:palotofthemthenwebought

gummiebearsforthetoddlersandheadedhome.
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OnourreturnIfinishedoffmymealandlateron

wheneveryonewasgatheredinthediningareaI

dishedoutontothelargecasseroledishandputit

onthemiddleofthetablewhereeveryonecanserve

themselvesgqibakwamImademyselfherbaltea

ndaqalangayomadesurewaterwasboilinginthe

kitchenformylastserveofteafortheday...helps

withnerves:Dweatechattingandrememberingthe

goodtimeswehadinthishouseandofcozthey

sharedwithusthebadtimestheyhadwhilewewere



stilldumbandyoung..

Ourphonesarenotwellmanneredke

zancanywa,kwaqalaekaPoloakaSecondin

Commandmntakabawo:vsabonangayesetsiba

andshutthedoorbehindhimthenJoecalledhis

wifehaikesheleftwithherfoodandwenttofinish

offinherbedroom,EvefollowedsajongananoLuu

Me:"Iwonderwhichoneofyourmodelsisgonnacall

you"

Him:"Iwannatellyousomething"

Me:"oh,you'rebuyinganewcar?Or,you'regoingto

Mumbaiforgood"

Him:"hahahanoman,butuhm,itisquiteas

serious...andyou'llhavetokeepittoyourself"

Me:"I'mnotgoodwithsecrets"

Heim:"youkeptmomanddadsverywell"

Me:"okayoutwithit”

Him:"oh-kay...Iuhm...IthinkIwannagetmarried"



Myearsalmostturnedbacksidefront!LukeSmith?

Talkingmarriage?Hayngekhe!

Him:"you'reshocked,Iunderstand"

Me:"why"?

Him:"IrealizedthatIamatastageinmylifewhereI

needstability"

Me:"Icanhelpyouwiththat"

Him:"Iknowandtrustyouwould,but,I'magrown

manandIthinkitstime"

Me:"isthisbecausemomanddadarenotwell"?

Him:"partly"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Him:"souhm,ifitspossibleI'dlikeustogotoJo'burg

alonesothatI'llintroduceyoutoherandyou'llgive

meyouropinion"

Me:"ohshe'salreadyinthepicture"?



Him:"itsbeenthreeyearsnow"

Me:"andweneverknewher?Heeeeh!Youonly

introducedthoseskankslikeVelatousandnotthe

mainandrealone"?

Kudlaliwengabantwanababantu:v:v:v

Him:"shewantedtobeintroduced...anyway,souhm,

evenMarcdoesn'tknowokay"

Me:"yessir..question"

Him:"ask"

Me:"notthatI'mracistbut,whatraceisshe"?

Him:"she'slikeyou"

Me:"Xhosa"?

Him:"yes,we'vebeenworkingtogetherforfive

years,datedforthepastthreeandnowIthinkwe're

bothreadytosettledown"

Me:"wellhaveyouresearchedaboutourculture



whenyouwanttotakeablackwife?Itsnotas

simpleasyourculture"

Him:"yeahIknow...YouknowIpaidlobolalastyear

becauseIdidn'twanthertothinkI'mwastingher

time"

Me:"heeee!!!Youmeanyou'remarriedalready??Luu

na-naaa"

Weburstoutlaughing...Marcuswaphuma

Him:"what'swiththenoise"?

Me:"sorry"

Luu:"gobacktosleep"

Hereallyreturnedtohisroomandlockedit:vLuu

helpedmecollectthedishesandwewashedthem

sisagqibezelaincokoyethuandsotheagreement

wasthatwereturntoJo'burgthesametimeif

possiblesothathecanarrangeformetomeetthis



speciallady.

WhenweweredoneIwenttobed,hewenttothe

lounge.Itook.QuickshowerandworemyPJs

ndangenaezingubenindalala...IfirstcalledSoso

justtothankhimcozhereallyhelpedme

Him:"sisi"

Me:"thankyou,onceagain"

Him:"youknowhowyoucanreallythankme"?

Me:"how"?

Him:"ifyoujoinmeforbreakfasttomorrowmorning

atWimpy"

Me:"whattime"?

Him:"I'llpickyouupatnine"

Me:"okaykeshap"

Him:"goodnight"



Ihungupandreallyslept.Pasttwelvewafounautata

kaSino

Me:"mmh"

Him:"khanivukekalok"

Me:"babebanxesha"

Him:"andiyaz"

Me:"hm.mhkalokbulelewena"

Him:"uzondfounelaovukakwakho"?

Me:"ewe"

Him:"lalekamnandike"

Me:"night"

Ididn'tevenhangup,ifuphindewathethaI'msorry

shameandimvangavelezayastraight.WhenIwoke

upItookmytime,stretchingandjustrandomly

thinkingndavelandaphakamaandfixedmy

bed,openedthewindowsandlookedmyselfinthe



mirrorakhonixsanakwisisusam:/Icheckedthe

time:ohalffiveyetIthoughtitspasteightor

something...IwenttowakeupEve

Her:"mmh"?

Me:"wakeup"

Shewokeupandlookedatmeangrily,Ijustsmiled

andsatnexttoher

Her:"what"?

Me:"let'sjog,foranhour"

Her:"what'sthetime"?

Me:"5:30"

Her:"kay"

Ileftherroomandwenttogetready,wore

tights,trainingshoes,avestandahoodiesthenI



waitedforherdownstairseatinganapple.Shecame

downdressedlikemeandwewentout...Westarted

offwalkingbrisklythenwejogged:vlateronraced

sakhesaphumlangasebaleniandrestedonthe

ground

Her:"westillgoingshopping"?

Me:"yeah"

Her:"we'llmeetintown,LDistakingusoutfor

breakfast"

Me:"youandBooboo"

Her:"yes...Ithinkwe'regoingtofinishoftheholidays

athishome"

Me:"mmmh,makoti"

Her:"wheredidyougotoyesterday"?

Me:"Sosotalkmeoutforawalkatthebeach"

Her:"asinLwandisoTitus"?

Me:"yep"



Her:"youthinkthat'swise"?

Me:"he'stheonlyfriendIhavehere,Amandaisnot

comingback,shewenttoDurbanforholidays"

Her:"thinkoftaBeast,youknowhedidntreallylike

yourrelationshipwithLaa"

Me:"SosoandLaaaredifferentpeoplefondin"

Her:"ohkay,Iwasjustsaying"

Me:"weshouldreturnhome,booboomustbeup

now"

Wegotup,stretchedandwenthome...Iwenttosoak

myselfinabubblebathfor30minutesandwhileat

it,Icalledbaebethezendimfounelemos

Him:"maKhwalo"

Me:"Jojo,unjani"

Him:"ndiphileqetendingum'qabaqabaigqabile

vinegarmfazwamunjaniwena"



Me:"yho...I'mgoodthanks"

Helaughed:vIwaslost:/forreal...

Him:"yousleptwellIcanhearinyourvoice"

Me:"Idid,wena"?

Him:"all'swell...how'smyson"?

Me:"she'sfinethankyou"

Him:"Imissy'all"

Me:"wemissyoutoo...businessgoingwell"?

Him:"yeah"

Me:"andI'msureyou'resightseeingaswell"

Him:"Iambutthere'snotmuchtosee...whatchu

doingfortheday"

Me:"mmh,I'mgoingshoppingforyourmomkalok"

Him:"ohokay,remindmetogiveyouInumberka

Anga"

Me:"who'sthat"?



Him:"theguyyou'regonnagivethosethingstotake

home...butmaybethatwon'tbenecessarycozI

heardthetwinsarearrivingnamhlanjesoI'lljust

checkuponthemifbayafikaunikelebonaqha"

Me:"yho...theydon'tknowwe'redatingkeyaz"

Him:"theydo...rememberwhenyoumetupwith

themeShisaNyama?Vincetoldthemafterhefound

outwe'redatingbandibuza"

Me:"yho"

Him:"sukoyikamanbabe"

Me:"kayfine"

Him:"Iloveyouokay"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"justkeepinmindthatimworkingforourfuture

here,youandourchildren"

Me:"ndayazbabe"

Him:"okaykesharp"

Me:"later"



Wehungupndaphuma,dried,lotionedandgot

dressed.
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Iworedenimdungarees,whitevestandmatching

chucksIhadnaturalhairsoIjusttiedaneatupstyle

bunandputonlipbalmthenItookmybagand

walkeddownthestaircase

MarcwalkedinasIwasjustwalkinginaswell

Him:"wegoingsomewhere"?

Me:"withthebagsandall"

Helaughed,cozIwasreferringtohisbags...ahooter

soundedoutside



Me:"that'smycue"

Him:"youdidn'tanswerme"

Me:"haveasafetriobro"

Hechuckled...Iwentout,gotinSoso'scarandhe

drovetoWimpy.Wegotout,walkedinthefranchise

andmadeourorderobviouslyeyamihambane

Chocolateshake

Him:"so,whatareyoudoingforChristmas"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...prollyspenditwithfamily,you"

Him:"Idon'tknowyetbutI'msureIwon'tbehere"

Me:"asinEastLondon"?

Him:"yes,I'mthinkingofgoingtoDurbanjustto

breathman"

Me:"where'syourgirlfriend"

Him:"webrokeupsometimeago"

Me:"why"



Him:"shegotbackwithherex...Ididn'treallyhave

timeforher"

Me:"that'scruel"

Him:"IknowbutItakemycareerseriouslythan

anything...playingrugbyrequiresmoretimeandthen

ontopofthatI'mfreelancinginmodeling"

Me:"mmmh,forwhichagency"?

Him:"fortheschoolmagazine,itsnothingI'mjust

exploring"

Me:"butI'msureyou'reacingit...soyoumeanshe

couldn'thandleit"?

Him:"I'mnotreallysureman...anyway,tellmeabout

yourownlife"

Me:"hahathere'snothinginterestingthere"

Him:"newman,howishe"

Me:"ohhe'sgreat...bitolderandmoreexperienced

thanIam.Idon'tmeantobeinsensitivenehbut,its

likeI'venowgottentounderstandwhatlovereally

means"



Him:"I'mhappyforyou,atleastsomeoneoutthere

appreciateyourlove"

Me:"hedoes"

Hesmiled...Iblushedandresumedtoeating

Him:"thewayyouglowupwhentalkingbouthim

saysyou'reinlove,heshouldputaringonit"

Me:"hewantsto...I'mnotready"

Him:"butyoulovehim"

Me:"babe,Ineedtostudynottogetmarriedwithonly

amatriccertificate"

Him:"isheeducated"

Me:"degrees,mastersorhonorsinbusiness"

Him:"isheworking"

Me:"Idon'twannadependonhim"

Him:"IunderstandandI'mnotsayingdependon

him...ifhereallylovesyouhe'llsupportyouevenif



you'remarried"

Me:"noSoso,Iwannabeindependentandsuccessful

onmyown,getmarriedemvakoko"

Him:"doesherespectyou"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"ishealwaysthereforyou"?

Me:"Soso"

Him:"didhewaitforyouwhenyouweren'tready?

LikethesexualrouteImean"

Icoveredmyeyes:vIneverthoughtSosowould

evenbethisopenaboutanythingtome:vthiswasa

first...Iwasneverready!!!

Him:"ndiyabuzasuzifihlaapha"

Me:"yesSoso,he'salwaysthere,alwayshavebeen

andyeshewaiteduntilIwasreadybutallofthat

doesn'tcountwhenitcomestoumtshato"



Him:"ooh?Tellmekebabewhatreallycounts

ngaleyakhoIlogic"

Ismiledandfinishedoffmyshake...

AndzomphendulamosmnauSoso>_<

Him:"yousee?Justgivetheguyabreak"

Me:"heknowsIlovehimSosoandhe'llwaitna

ngokuuntilI'mready"

Him:"nisenzalontoyaznina...yonkintofunekaibethe

wayy'allwantit"

Me:"ha.ayoutrynasaywe'rebulliesnow"

Him:"emotionalbulliesfuthi"

Iburstoutlaughing...soundslikeme:v

Ididn'targuewithhimcozhewasbeingrealistic

here.Afterweatewedrovearoundtownmaking



smallconversation

Me:"youknowI'msupposedtobedoingshopping

withEvetoday"

Him:"whereisshe"?

Me:"havingbreakfastwithbabydaddy"

Him:"wellIcouldhelpyousolong"

Me:"nyhan"?

Him:"anythingtogetmeoutofthathouse"

Me:"aaawman,umamakhoakakatsintshi"

Him:"haywethuIdon'treallycareanymoreaslong

asIhavedadonmycorner...bankyamleya"

:v

Me:"uklevafondin"

Him:"tchin,I'musinghisjetforallthistravelingsoI

gottahavehimonmycorner...thiscar?Heputthe

fuelinitcozudikwendimkulandlu"

Me:"nuisance"?



Him:"nope,Ilockmyselfinmyroom...orspendtime

cookingwithourhelper"

Me:"yhohaymtchanam"

Him:"seewhyIhavetogooutandbreath?Durban

willdomesomegoodItellya"

Me:"Ihearyou"

ItextedEveandtoldherI'lljustbegintheshopping

withSososolong,lolsheactuallycalled...

Me:"hi"

Her:"Iforgotaboutityouknow"

Me:"you'rekidding"

Her:"I'msorryman,butI'msureSosowon'tmindcoz

Idon'tthinkwe'llbebackuntildinnertime"

Me:"whateverEve"

Her:"don'tbelikethatnow"

Me:"seeyou"



IhungupandaskedSosotodrivemetothepost

office,iinquiredfromtheassistantladyaboutthe

parcelsthatAnelisasaidshe'lldeliverandiwas

givenareceiptyosignthemhandedthebox,He

carriedittothecarthenwestartedatthegrocery

stores.HesuggestedwegotoPick'n'PayinVincent

ndavumakenam

Him:"sowhatexactlyarewebuying''?

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatspecifically...Butwe'rehereto

buygroceriesforapproximatelyfivepeople"

Him:"who"?

Me:"myin-laws"

Him:"okay,blackwomanlikebigthings...let'sstart

withthemostimportant"

HepushedthetrolleytothelastaisleandIselected

Spekkorice,lolwearguedkekumealiemealcozI

wantedAcemaizemealandhesaidWhiteStaris



therightone:vsowathathalowakhe,theCakeFlour

thenwewenttothevegetablesaisleandloaded

everythingwethoughtwasvalidandlastlywewent

tothetins...LoadedalotmorethingsfromLucky

Starpilchardstomixedfruitincansand

custards,mayosandmarinadesifakazazi

umamakheuyozibonasanamnandithengeyonkinto

endicingbaizobaright.

Me:"now...Iipapanobisi"

Him:"andmeat"

Me:"wecanbuythatatImpala"

Him:"ayt"

Weconcludedourgroceryshoppingandloadedinto

hiscar...Myphonerangxasingenaemotweni,nota

privatenumberbutanunknownnumbersoIwaited

foraminuteformyCallApptoregister:DIsmiled

whenIsawthenameflashonthescreen



Me:"Kuhle,hi"

Him:"Trina,howareyou"

Me:"I'mgood,wena"

Him:"I'mgood...Ibelieveyou'vegoneshoppingfor

mom"?

Me:"yeahbutI'mnotdoneyet"

Him:"okay,calluswhenyou'redonewe'llcometo

you"

Me:"willdo"

Him:"huh,Ican'twaittoseeyouyaz"

Me:"haha!Why"?

Him:"no,justnje"

Me:"mxmIknowwhy,akhontouzoybonaapha"

Him:"mmmh"

Me:"byebyemanKuhle"

Him:"seeyousoon"



:v

WegotinthecarandwenttobuymeatatImpala

meats,afterthatwewenttobuyezinyeizintofor

uSinongemalikamamakhe

Soso:"who'sthingsarethese"?

Me:"myboyfriend'sdaughter"

Him:"uphiumamakhe"?

Me:"ukhona,she'stheonewhosentthisboxandthis

moneytobuythesethings"

Him:"she'sverythoughtful"

Me:"yeah...butkeabavaninotatawomntanasoI'm

kindaheronlychanneltoreachouttoherdaughter"

Him:"youhaveagoodheart"

Me:"haha!Iwish"

Him:"ohcummonwebothknowthat'strue"

Me:"yougivemetoomuchcreditSoso"



Him:"cozthat'swhatfriendsdo"

:)wecontinuedthenwhenweweredonewith

everything,ItextedKuhleandtoldhimuzofika

simlindephi.
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WewaitedatMcDonaldsoutsideatthebalcony

Kuhlearrivedwithhisbrother:)thesmileontheir

faceswhentheysawme

Sihle:"molweni"

Igotupandwehugged,ndaphumelanakwiwele

lakheandtheysatdown

Kuhle:"madam,youlooklavishing"

Me:"thankyou:)uhm,SosothisisKuhleandhistwin



Sihle.Theyaremybae'sbrothers.Guys,thisismy

bestfriendLwandiso"

Theyshookhands

Kuhle:"soaren'tweeating"?

Soso:"Iwouldn'tsayno"

Me:"hayandilambangamna"

Sihle:"Iloveyouraccent"

Me:"heeehaikengok"

Sihle:"so,whatarewehaving"?

Theymadeordersndabukela...Sosoisaneasy

blenderthough,khangekubekhoawkwardmoments

whatsoeverkuveleyangathngabantuabazanayo

fromagesago.Inhisorder,Sosoaddedachocolate

milkshake:vndayihlekakancincicabauthi

ndizoyiselayonanobaandifuniukutya.Theorders

camethrough



Kuhle:"you'reseriouslynoteating"

Me:"ndizobarightapha"

Sihle:"don'tstarveyourself,umntakwethu

angaxabanakakubixenofikaubhityile"

Soso:"ufanelekudalaesitya"

Myphonerang...lomntuifanbaulelebuthe'sbusy

checkinguponme:/notthatI'msurprised,henever

reallysleepsevenwhenI'maround,unlesshewas

thepreviousnightkeonsomehustlingorhuntingI

don'tknowwhichiswhich.

Me:"excusemeguys...Hello"

Him:"baby"

Me:"ulalaninilove"?

Him:"yhohayfondinndiyanikhumbula"

Me:"tshotsho":v:v



Him:"suhlekaS'bongilethisisbad,andkwazinolala

ngokungenxayakho"

Me:"nxayam?Dudebendthebuyakudalamna"

Him:"webothknowIcan't"

Me:"thenstopcomplainingandfinishoffwhatyou

wenttheretodo"

Him:"you'renothelping,youknowthat"

Me:"I'mnotsupposedtobehelpingyouinanyway

babe"

Kuhle:"umhlelosisimntakwethu"

Him:"ngubanlouthethayo"?

Me:"Kuhle"

Him:"oh,badebafika"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"mmh,khamnikeIphone"

Me:"callhiminhisphone"

Him:"please"



...IpassedthephonetoKuhle

Kuhle:"bhuti"

Him:"nihambegrand"?

Kuhle:"yeahthanks,injaniIweatherapho"

Him:"yhokwedini,umntuulalangathiyiokapi"

Kuhle:"akhonezawayzibabayonamkhuluwa"

Him:"ndingabethwanguloosisinihlelinaye"

Kuhle:"shedoesn'thavetoknow,jonga,I'llhookyou

upwithaguywhoownsabarclosetoyourhotel"

SihleandSosolookedatme,Ijustlaughed:v

bendizothini?Thisguyisprollytestingmemosand

he'snotgonnapenetrateundermyskinthateasily

>_<tu!

Him:"hehKuhle,ufunandiphelelwengumtshato

kwedini?Asozendibesisishumanenjengawe



kemna...nikaubabeIphoneyakhe"

Kuhle:"yourloss"

Thenhegavemethephone

Me:"bhuti"

Him:"ungawamamelilamagezaohlelinawo"

Me:"don'tworry"

Him:"thankyouforthegroceries"

Me:"itsmypleasure"

Him:"okay,I'llcallyoulateron"

Me:"loveyou"

Him:"IloveyouMissSmith"

Ismiledandhungup...aftereatingwewenttothe

carandoffloadedeverythingfromSoso'scarand

loadedthemintotheircar.ItoldthemaboutSino's

thingsbutInevertoldthemzithengwengubanithen



theypackedandweallhuggedbahambake.Soso

andIheadedhomeandhedroppedmeinfrontof

myhouse

Me:"Ioweyoubigtime"

Him:"noyoudon't"

Me:"ohcummon"

Him:"Igottomeetupwithyourcrazyin-laws,

unwindedandshoppedforaprollycutebabygirl.I

hadfun,thankyou"

Me:"mmh"

Wehuggedndohlikaandwalkedinsidemyhome...I

didn'tevenbuymyselfanything:(njani?

Luuwasinthekitchenbaking:D

Me:"homealone"?



Him:"I'mevengettingusedtoit"

Me:"whenarewevisitingmomagain"?

Him:"Keriwenttherealready...we'llgotomorrow

morning"

Me:"ooh...sowhoareyoubakingfor"?

Him:"her,maybeifshecansmellthedelightsthat

sheusedtobakethenit'lltriggersomethinginside

hertowakeup"

Me:"hopefully...LemmegetcomfortableI'llbeback

andhelpyou"

Him:"you'vebeenoutalldayyoushouldberesting"

Me:"I'mnottired"

Ileftevenbeforehecouldsaysomethingelse,Iwore

baggypantsandslippers,loosenedmyhairandwent

tojoinhiminthekitchen.Afterbakingwecookedup

astory!...hisgirlfriendcalledsoheleftmetofinish

offthepostthat'swhenIrealizedthatMarchad

reallygonebacktotheCape.WhenIwasdoneI

wenttositdowninthelounge...Vincecalled



xandisaqalaudlalaIgame:

Me:"low"

Him:"hi,howareyou"

Me:"goodyourself"?

Him:"great...longtime"

Me:"isit"?

Him:"braI'msorry...ndiyakukhumbula"

Me:"Idon'tthinkLibowouldbeenticedbythat"

Him:"cummonTee"

Me:''I'mserious...she'syourgirlfriend,youare

supposedtobespendingtimewithher,missing

her,spoilingher,callingher,textingherandmaking

herfeellovedandwantedatalltimes...likeany

reasonableboyfriend"

Him:"we'resortingoutourissuesbutthatdon't

meanI'veforgottenaboutourfriendship"

Me:"andwhichfriendshipisthat?Isitthesame



friendshipyouended"?

Him:"I'msorrybra"

Me:"don'tbe...maybeitsagoodthingwecan'tbe

friendsanymore.Youknowwhattheycall

boundaries?"

Him:"yes"

Me:"good,thatcontextwithusmeansyou'rejustmy

boyfriendsbrother,nothingmore,nothingless"

Him:"justlikethat"

Me:"haveyourselfablessedevening"

Ihungup-_-hethinksitsokaytostandinfrontof

mymanandtellmeourfriendshipisover?AfterI

stooduptoNtandondimxelelabaIwon'tstopbeing

friendswithhimgqibayenaafikeathetheenyinto

nowthathisbrotherandgirlfriendarenotaroundhe

wantsthefriendshipback?Ha.akalok.No.Itdoesn't

worklikethat...Idon'tneedpeoplewithanantsspine

inmylife,Ineedpeoplewhocanstandfirmontheir

beliefandreasonstrongonit...abantuabanomqolo



whowon'tsellmeatthesightoftheenemylike

Joseph'sbrothersdidorlikeJudasdidtoJesus.I

don'tneedthosekindapeople.AftertwohoursKuhle

calledme

Me:"hello"

Her:"mama"

Me:"heeey,mntanam,unjani"

Her:"philile...wenaundthengeleiimpahlamama"

Me:"mnanomamakhowok'qala"

Her:"uNelisa"

Me:"ewetoyszakhouzibonile"

Her:"ewenonodolikaBarbieomhle"

Me:"uceleumakhulukeakwenzelempahlazika

nodoline"

Her:"okaymama...uOweufunuthethanawe"

Me:"mnikeIphone"

...



Him:"sisi"

Me:"hey,howareyou"

Him:"I'mgood,unjaniwenasisi"

Me:"imgreatboy"

Him:"uzozaaphakwamakhuluforChristmaslunch"?

Me:"noIwon't,I'llbehavinglunchwithmyown

family"

Him:"butmakhuluwantstoseeyou"

Me:"yho"

Him:"ndizocelautataabuyeneh,thenhe'llcomeand

fetchyouawzolahlekaIpromise"

:v

Me:"erh...okayboy"

..

Kuhle:"hey,unjaniudinwa"

Me:"yhu,myfeetareupngoksthethayo"

Him:"umamaubulelekakhulu"



Me:''Ididn'tdoanythingthough,ngunyanakhe

amakambulele"

Him:"awthandiubamodest"

Me:"itstruethough,hesentthemoneyandIjust

madeuseofit"

Him:"mmh,sothisChristmaslunch"

Me:"nobra,Ican'tmakeit"

Him:"you'rewillingtohideuntilwhen"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,untilI'mready"

Him:"mybrothershouldmarryyou,ifawfunihe

shouldjustknockyouup"

Me:"izomncedaentwenilonto,heknowsifinto

andizoyenzaandiyenzinyhani"

Him:"he'sabettermanthanIam"

Me:"maybe"

Him:"ndithinikumamzo"

Me:"comeupwithanexcuse"



Helaughedandhungup:/Iwasn'tgonnaspend

XmaswithafamilyIdon'tevenknowyet,worse

lomntundizengayeisnotevenaround!Haikngok!

[10/9,19:14]+27730692704:#153

Luucameback,Keriandhersontoothenweserved

supper,packedthebakedgoodiesintoatinformom.

AftersupperIheadedtomyroom,Iwasreallytired

man...Ibathedandgotinbedndalala.Iheardmy

phoneascendingandthenringingfromafaryho

haikeIcouldn'tliftmyheadtu.Yakhalayayeka.

Iwokeupagaininntyemidnightwithfourmissed

callsfrombae,twofromhisyoungerbrotherbutI

toldmyselfI'mnotgonnacallKuhleI'drathercall

NtandocozinobanoKuhlelocalledmekubaubhut

wakheengandifumani

Hisphonerangonce...

Him:"yhouyalala"

Me:"diniwe"



Him:"uvusweyintonngoku"

Me:"I'mhungry"

Him:"it'smidnightbabe"

Me:"Iknow,yourdaughterdoesn'tknow"

Him:"Ihopeyou'renoteatingjunkfoodkekuyo

yonkelonto"

Me:"who'sgonnacookel'xeshanaNtando"

Him:"leftoversziphi"?

Me:"andiyazI'mstillcontemplatingongettingup

kwakulebed"

Him:"mmh,soI'mataboutique...That'swhatyou

callit,right"?

Me:"hahaha!Ufunaniapho"?

Him:"Isawasexypairofshoesforyou"

Me:"really?Howmuch"

Him:"Idon'tknowbutI'mtakingthem"

Me:"don'toverspend"

Him:"doyouknowDrDre"



Me:"thehiphopguru"?

Him:"guru?Haybabethatnameisforhardcore

millionaires...anywayIsawsomeofhishoodiesI

thinkyoumightlike"

Me:"forme"?

Him:"us...I'llbuyoneforjuniortoo"

Me:"hahahayoudon'tgiveupthough,lomntanaisa

girl.Okay"?

Him:"willyoulovehimanylessifitturnsouttobea

boy"?

Me:"how'sthatevenpossiblecozI'dbetheone

carryinghim"

Him:"I'mgladyousaidhim"

Iburstoutlaughing,manthisniggacaughtme

offgaurd:v>_<

Me:"Ihateyourightnow"



Him:"ndiyakuthandakemna"

Me:"yazIboughtsomethingforus...sometime

ago,butInevergotachancetogiveyouyourown"

Him:"something...likewhat"?

Me:"nah,you'llseewhenyou'reback"

Him:"andyouowemestill"

Iwentdownstairswhiletalkingonthephoneand

mademyselfrooibosteawithhomemadeginger

cookies

Me:"oweyouwhat"?

Him:"scan"

Me:"tchin,you'retheonewholeftinahurry

apha,eintlikyouoweme"

Him:"ikhonaipossibilitybandiyabuyanextweekend"

Me:"yoursonwillbehappy"

Him:"omphi"



Me:"Owentando,Iwastalkingtohimafewhours

ago"

Him:"itsnotfinalyet,justapossibilityso

ungabaxeleliandgettheirhopeshighingenzeki

lento"

Me:"mylipsaresealed"

Him:"Imissthoselips...andmore"

Me:"ndcelaulalangokubabe"

Him:"uyand'baleka"

Me:"ha.andifunautyandilaleqha"

Him:"udewakantiuzotyantoni"

Me:"gingerbiscuitsandtea"

Him:"healthynyana"

SancokolanjeafewminutesthenwhenIwasdone

eatingwehungupndalala.

Wokeupthenextmorningandwenttobath,whenI



camebackIstillstoodinfrontofmymirrorchecking

outmybump:/ayveliandIwaskindapleased:vI

don'thavetimeforsuspicionrightnow.Isatdownat

theedgeofmybed...Iguessitwasjustoneofthose

daysman,Iwasfeelingemotional,eintlikmy

emotionswerejustallovertheplace.Myheartwas

tooheavyngathndizovaumphangaorsomething,i

trieduhm,holdingmyselftogetheryouknow,when

youtalktoyourselftryingtotellyourselfitsjusta

"phase"ornjeemanbutha.asanandazincamaand

calledbae,Ican'treallystartadaywithouthearing

hisvoiceespeciallywhenI'mlikethis:(hisphone

rangfourtimesandhitvoicemail.Itriedagainandit

didthesamething...Iendedupgettingreadyforthe

hospitalvisitIworeadenimflaredskirt,tuckedina

whitechiffonshirtandworeoneofthepairsofthe

spikedsneakersbaeboughtmesometimeagothen

Iblowdriedmyhairandleftitloose.Iwassoooslow

andaznamwhymybodywasjustsoweak...WhenI

wasdonefixingmybed,baecalled,bynowIwas

beyondsulkingo.Oifhewashereyhondoyikailevel

yeattitudeyambizobanjantowardshim



Me:"mmbaby"

Him:"hey...Iwasbusy,what'sup"?

Me:"nothing"

Him:"butyoucalledtwotimes"

Me:"khayekebabeI'llcallyoulateron"

Him:"urightbaba"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"oh-kay"

Ihungup....finishedsortingmyroomandwent

downstairs.Ionlywaitedfortheothersiblingsto

finisheatingIwasn'tgonnaspoilmystomachworse

I'malreadyinafoulmood.Whenwewereallready

werodeinLuke'scarandwenttovisitmom.
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Wereachedthehospital...jongaIskippedinside



okomntwana.Ineededtosettlemyheartissuesgou

-gounyhanwhenIreachedmom'swardthebedwas

empty.Istartedpanickingkengokandtherewasno

doctortoquestion...Iranoutandbumpedontomy

siblingsbengena

Luu:"heywhat'sup"

Me:"momsbedisempty"

Yhohaikeugilanauyongenakulaward...Isawa

doctorandranafterhim

Me:"doctor...canIaskyouaquestion"

Him:"yesma'amhowcanIhelpyou"

Me:"uhm...Uhm..Doc,mymomwasinthatward...

Butnow...Her...Herbedisempty"

Him:"okaycalmdownyounglady,takemetothe

ward"



Iwalkedinfrontofhimandwefoundmysiblings

waitingandlookingaslostandconfused...Eve

jumpedup

Her:"okaywhat'sgoingon"?

Doc:"ohMrsSmithisyourmother?Didn'tyourolder

brotherinformyouallthatwe'vetransferedherto

CapeTown"?

Luu:"Marcus?Ohflip,hementionedsomethingabout

signingpapersforthetransfer"

Doc:"yes,wetransferedherlastnightafterher

daughterleft"

Keri:"thatmustbeme"

Doc:"ohyeah,Ididn'trecognizeyou.Callyour

brother,heshouldknowhowshe'sdoingbynow"

Luu:"okaythankyoudoc"

Doc:"mostwelcomesir"

Wewalkedout...Istillfeltdownanddefeatedshame



andIdon'treallyknowwhatcouldreallyimprovemy

mood,bendingafuninoSosonamhlanjecozwhenwe

reachedhomeIwentstraighttobedandlocked

myselfintherendamazmosuEveangavelaangene

noBooboondibendingekhokwimoodyoteketisaat

all.IundressedandworemyPJsndangena

ezingubenindalala.

-

-

**ChristmasWeek**

-

-

Christmaswasgonnabeinthreedays,ekhaya

akhontoitshoyotusana...Keriflewbacktoher

husbandcozkeuzohlalelaniwhenbothparentsare

inCapeTown?Shehadtospendtimewiththe

familyshehasbuiltforherselfwethu,Marcusonthe

otherhandneverreturnedqhaebethumelaimalifor



ustobuylontoishotayo,EvewenttotheRoyal

house...Thechiefwantedtoseehisgrandson.Ijust

satonthestoopthinkinghowmuchthingshave

changed...thishouseusedtobesofullandvibrant

butnowitwassilent.Lukecametositnexttome

Him:"wannatalkaboutit"?

Me:"there'snothingtotalkabout"

Him:"okay...Idon'tthinkspendingChristmasinthis

housewillhelpuswithanything"

Me:"sowhat'syoursuggestion"

Him:"let'sgotooneofthefarma,Klerksdorpmaybe"?

Me:"that'sanidea...butnotKlerksdorp...Let'sgoto

Umtata"

Him:"okay...lemmecallupuncleVeeandseeifhe

candosomething"

Me:"thanks"

Hewalkedbackintothehouse...JongaIhearda



hooterbutIdidn'tgetup,Lukemightaswellopenfor

whosoeverthatwas...InamatterofsecondsIheard

familiarvoicesbutIdidn'tmoveuntilIsawthem:D

andIswearmyfacelitup

Me:"aaaw...Iwonder,towhatdoIowethisvisit"?

Sihle:"unqabilefondin"

WehuggedandIledtheminside,Luuwasbusyon

thephonesohewalkedouttothepatioaswemade

ourselvescomfortableonthecouches

Me:"Soso"

Him:"ntwanayam"

Me:"nidibanaphi?Coznguweobaziseapha"

Him:"sidibeneetown...acoupleofdaysago"

Kuhle:"sowedecidedtocomecheckyouout,since

you'renotevencalling"



Me:"oh"

:vinmyheadI'mlike...asizofriendsnje:/whywould

Ibeexpectedtocally'all?EwekeuSosoison

groundstosaythat...notbona!

Sihle:"andwethinkwewillspendXmaswithyou"

Me:"why?Whataboutyourfamilies"

Soso:"haikeawbuzikum"

Me:":vminusyouchomi"

Kuhle:"umamzougrandnabazukulwanabakhe"

Me:"well...I'dlovetobut,I'mgoingtoumtata"

Soso:"when"?

Me:"mybrotherwillbringmethatanswer"

Sihle:"why"?

Me:"Ineedarealitycheck...andaverynatural

breathingspace"

Kuhle:"soyou'regoingtothevillagepartofumtata"?



Me:"I'mactuallygoingtoafarmhouse"

Soso:"ooohuSmithngefarmskeukosulele"

Sihle:"thinaasinohamba?Imean,nottocrashyour

plansbutnathiwecouldusewithsomefreshnatural

air"

Kuhle:"andkenyhan,theseconcretejunglescan

depriveoneoftheauthenticpleasuresofnature"

Me:"heee..."

Luucamebacksmiling...that'sagoodsign.

Him:"erh,helloguys"

Them:"afternoon"

Me:"guys,thisismybrotherLuke.Thesearemy

friendsIguess:vyouknowthisoneright"?

Him:"yeah,Titusheir"

Me:"yep,theseareSihleandKuhle"

Him:"theylooklikesomeoneIknow"



Ijustsmiled...

Him:"ooh,youmustbetheyoungbusinessminded

menyourbrotherisalwaysproudtotalkabout"

Kuhle:"proudheis...andhewouldsayonlybecause

we'remakinganhonestliving"

Sihle:"nicetomeetyouman"

Luu:''samehere...souhm,Tee"?

Me:"sup"?

Luu:"uncleVeesaysthey'dbemorethanwillingto

prepareaplaceforus...Itoldthemwe'recoming

tomorrowevening"

Me:"that'sgreat...butuhm,there'saLilproblemthat

wedidn'tforesee"

Him:"whatisit"?



Ilookedattheguys...helookedatthem,thenatme

kindaconfused.

Sihle:"wealsowannatagalong,ifitwon'tbemuch

trouble"

Him:"ohreally"?

Kuhle:"yeah...shementionedafarm?Weallneeda

touchofrealityatsomepoint"

Him:"Titus?Youtoo"?

Soso:"I'mthemainmanmyman"

:v:v

LukecalleduncleVeeagainandhesaiditsokay...:v

ndamazuMalumeuVuyisileuvuyelanalento

ezokheaphumleiinkomo,thesheepandgoats

zikhutshwengabanyeabantu.



Imadelunchanddishedupforallofus...they

headedhometopackforngomso.Iheadedbackto

myroom,Luuwentoutsaidhe'dbebacklateronand

Ididn'tblamehim.Thishouseisdepressingstru'bob.

AsIstartedpackingintomysportsbag,umntuwam

called:)

Me:"tatakaOwentandonoSinothando"

Him:"mamakaNtandoJr"

Me:"unqabile"

Him:"I'mafraidofcallingononeofthosebroody

episodeskalok"

Me:"mmmh"

Him:"otherwisenisegrandnoboy"?

Me:"yessir"

Him:"IhearyourmomisintheCapeaswell"

Me:"yeahwellkutshoimeko"

Him:"howareyoucopingwithallofthis"



Me:"thebestwayIcan"

Him:"I'msorryyouhavetogothroughitalone"

Me:"justmakequickubuyebraI'mgoinginsanehere

missingyou"

Him:"nextweeknyhanindiyabuya"

Me:"youbetter"

Him:"sowhataretheplansforthisXmasweekend"?

:onowmyfearwashisreactionxandimxelelaI'm

goingwithhisbrothersANDSosotoumtataworse

kehedidmentionhedoesn'tlikeSoso.

Him:"hm"?

Me:"ohuhm...I'llbehonestnehbabebutndcela

ungareact'ifanipls"

Him:"oh-kay"

Me:"I'mgoingonaweekendinafarmhousewithLuu

andsomefriends"



Him:"lemmeguess,thepartwhereI'msupposedto

reactfunnyiswhenyoumentionthefriendsright"?

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"ohhayhambaloveyouneedthebreak"

Me:"you're...you'renotgonnaaskwhothesefriends

are"?

Him:"ha,a"

Me:"oh..."

Thenhisbrothersmusthavetoldhim...Ifthey

did,bandincedileshame,atleastIdon'thavetodeal

withagrumpyNtando.

Him:"didItellyouIloveyou"?

Me:"noyoudidn't"

Him:"ndiyakuthandakesthandwasam.AllIwantis

foryoutobehappy,that'sall.Wecataffordyou

drowningindistress,I'mgladyou'renotlocking

yourselfupinaroom"



Me:"ndiyakuthandanamNtandowam"

Him:"Ican'twaittoholdyouclosetilldawn,justto

listentoyourbreathingandwatchyourfaceas

you'resleepingbeautifullyuntilyouwakeup"

Me:"soon"

Him:"verysoon,Igottagonowneh"

Me:"thanksforthecallnana"

Him:"zophindalateronbaba"

Me:"I'llbewaiting"

Him:"sharp"

Ihungupandpacked...k'sazobamnandi!
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Lateronwhenitwasquitelate,dinnertimendabona

baumntakwethuakabuyindafounelaumntuwamke

ngokwamcozandazndizohlalandenzenikulendlu

ingakaingenamntu



Him:"Nalique"

Me:"TaBeast"

Him:"awkwaznolinda"

Me:"I'mhomealonefondin"

Him:"umdala"

Me:"khand'ncokolelekemntwam,atleastndizame

nokoulalayabo"

Him:"ndikuncokolele"?

Me:"yessir"

Him:"whatexactly"?

Me:"Idon'tknow...anything"

Him:"haikodwababewhyungaveleufundeiincwadi

orsomething"

Me:"unlessuzandfundelaakhoproblem"

Him:"babe"

Me:"love"



Him:"doyouknowwhattimeitishere"?

Me:"Iknowitsdawnbut...you'reupalreadyso,make

gooduseofit"

Him:"heeehowamIsupposedtolookfreshwhenI

don'tgetenoughrestingtime"?

Me:"younevertoldmeyou'regoingonholidaykalok

nantsoingxaki"

Him:"thisismanabuse"

Me:"babekhawbalisetu"

Him:"Idon'thavestoriestotell...callKuhleanike

umamakheshe'lltellyouabedtimestoryulale

ngoku"

Me:"youdon'tunderstand...IwantYOUtotellitto

me,inyourvoice"

Him:"yhoheee"

:v:v



Me:"I'mwaiting"

Him:"ha.anamanlove"

Me:"mmh,tellmesomething,whendidyoufindout

aboutmymom"?

Him:"thatdayyouweresleepingover,awkhumbuli

uvukaebsukuandwenttothebathroomxaw'buyai

wasonthephone"

Me:"ohyeah...buturongoshame"

Him:"njaningok"

Me:"whydidn'tyoutellme"

Him:"Idon'tlikeseeingyoucry"

Me:"soyoukeptitawayfromme,haibobabe,ifyou

can'thandlemeonmyweakestsizotshatanjani

njeng'baufunakangakautshata"

Him:"yhohaike"

Me:"okayI'lldropitbutnawekeepitinmind...uzoba

ngumtshatoonjanilowo"?

Him:"yesmadam"



Me:"uzuhlekisandiserious"

Him:"I'malsoserious,youknowwhy?Ilikethefact

thatyou'reevenconsideringthemarriage"

Me:"bendthemasincokole"

Him:"souyancokolakanje?Babesome

conversationsaresensitivemanyazbabesendizo

transferailobolaKuPolongoku"

Iburstoutyintsini:v:vyaphambanaleh

Me:"heeeurightbaby"?

Him:"I'mbeingreal"

Me:"transferlobola?Hayuyand'disregard'a

mtchanam"

Him:"ohntondokatatuSmith,gowiththe

times...moderntechnologyallowsus"

Me:"yhuNtando!Ihopethisisjustincokoke"



Nowwashisturntolaughoutloud...utatamaybe

whitebuthe'stooblackforanyblackmamtogo

blackonhim.Heknowstheinsandoutsofthe

Xhosaculturecozheworkswithblackpeople,he

livedwiththem...IfNtandoistopaylobola

kutata...he'sinforalongrun:vstru'bob!

Him:''thisiswhyImissyousomuch"

Me:"yhohaysanauyaxokalowayethedistance

makestheheartgrowfonder"

Him:"haibo,utshokanjani"?

Me:"wena?Uzobuyasesidikiwethina

nomntanam...andithinana?"

Him:"indlovuayisindwangumbokowayo"

Me:"thatdoesn'tmeanayidikwa"

Him:"ndizobuyamanbabe,nyamezelanjethesefew

days"

Me:"itsnotlikeIhaveachoicenjebabe"

Him:''Ipromisetomakeitworthyourwhile"



Me:"pinkypromise"?

Him:"I'mtoooldforthat,uzothiniuSino"?

Me:"pinkypromisebabe"?

*sigh:v*

Him:''yeslovepinkypromise"

Me:"baby"

Him:"uh-oh"

:vundenzalento?

Me:"ulaliswanguban"?

Him:"lalandedwafondin"

Me:"good"

Him:"good?Heeeuyakhweleta"?

Me:"tyhinifondin"

Helaughedatme...Ndirighttyhininobandakhweleta

:okuzokhweletabanxakungazokhweletamnanah?



Tchinyandgulelaloh.

Him:"babeI'mlikeoceansawayfromyou,wena

ixhalalakhokubandilaliswanguban?Hayundthanda

nyhani"

Me:"kalokbabeImustlookoutformyassets"

Him:"oh,ndiyiassetngoku"?

Me:"oh,uyipossessionke"?

Him:"hayhaymamekhayaandiyopossessionmaybe

kendingayiyoIasset"

Me:"mmmh...Ithinkmangikuyekebaba,Minangsazo

cambalala.Inganeyamisikhathele"

Him:"wehmameeee!Ngakhambaamavekinje

ambalwawasuphendukaumzulu?Babyawukho

loyal"

:v

Me:"babymani"

Him:"kanting'qinisile"



Me:"okaykebabegoodmorning,mnandifunaulala

ngoku"

Him:"goodnightsthandwasam...getenoughrest

umntanamfunekaakhulekak'hle"

Me:"Ineedafavor"

Him:"anything"

Me:"keepyourphonenearer...IknowI'llwakeup

midnightandcallyouagain"

Him:"ifyoudon'treachmeI'llcallyoubackagain"

Me:"ndizobesendikhalelebythen...pls"

Him:"whatevertheQueenwantstheQueengets"

Me:"loveyousweetheart"

Him:"loveyoubabe"

Okay..Iclosedmyeyesafterlacallandrevisedon

ourgooddays:vlikeIneededsomethingtohelpme

sleepandourbeautifulmemoriesdidexactlythat.I

sleptlikeaninfant...Icouldn'twaitforthejourney

tomorrow:DandthefactthatIwasgoingonitwith



Lwandisoandournewlyfoundfriendswasthemost

exciting...lolIkindahadafeelingNtandosenthis

brotherstokeepmeonthewatchbutIbrushedit

aside,theyseemedlikelegitandgenuinepeopleso

maybetheyonlyhadfriendshipmotives.
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Thenextdayndavukaandcleanedindluka

mama,Lukemadeusbreakfastungandibuziufike

ninicoznamandimazi,whenIwasdonecleaningI

wenttojoinhimwithbreakfastsatyasobabini

Him:"Iwasthinking,haveyoubeentothedoctoryet"?

Me:"no"

Him:"youdon'twanttogo"?

Me:"Itsstillearlydays..."

Him:"thisisyourfirstmonthcounting"?

Me:"yeahIthinkso"

Him:"mmh...yourfriends"?



Me:"Ihaven'ttoldanyofthemyet...Ikindadohavea

feelingthetwinsknow,butI'mnotsure"

Him:"thenyoushouldtellTitus,Idon'tthinkhe'lllike

itwhensomeoneelsebringsthesubjectup"

Me:"youthinktheywould"?

Him:"theguys?Whatdoyousay...theylooklike

they'retooforward"

Me:"oh...thenIhavetodaytotellhim.Eish...Ididn't

wantto,notuntilitgrowsmaybeabit"

Him:"itwasjustanadvice"

Me:"avaluedonethatis...lemmecallhim,maybehe

cancomeover"

Him:"I'llleaveyoutoit...I'llbebackafterlunch"

Me:"uyaphi"?

Helaughedanddidn'tanswerme...hayinoba

lentokaziyakheilaphaemontisozuve.



Icalleduchomindioyikakenereactionyakhe

Him:"goodmorningmissSmith"

Me:''ntwana,canyoucomeover"

Him:"hayhay,andikatyinotya"

Me:"zokwenzelaukutyaman"

Him:"okay...ndifunaamagwinyaandhotchipsand-"

Me:"uphambeneSososhame"

Him:"okayndiyeza"

Me:"sharp"

Iateupandwenttothekitchen,Imadescrambled

eggs,Boerworsandtoastedbreadforhim.Imade

himGreeksaladontheside:vbriberyyodwale.His

carhootedoutsidendamvulelaandhewalkedupto

thehouse,wehuggedwahambawayohlalaelounge,I

servedhim...wewerealone,thetimingwasright.

Sancokolanjeeuntilhewasdoneeating



Him:"iseverythingokay?Youlooknervous"

Me:"yeahuhm...Ihavesomethingtotellyou"

Him:"fireaway"

Me:"buterhm...I'mafraidofyourreaction.Kudala

ndifunaukuxelelabut-"

Him:"soundsserious,thethantwanaman

zandoyikisangoknam"

Me:"promiseyouwon'tjudgeme"

Him:"Iwon'tpromiseyourubbish,ifIhavetoIwill

judgeyou"

Me:"yazbonakeSoso"

Him:"tyhiniawnantloni,ufunandixoke?Wenzeni"?

:o

Me:"canyoujustchill?Andenzanganto"

Him:"hm"

Isighedanddecidedtojusttellhim...zobonangoko



mntakamah!

Me:"I'mpregnant"

Him:"kengoku"

Me:"kengoku?That'swhatIwantedtotellyou"

Him:"whatIdon'tunderstandiswhyyouactlikeitsa

deathsentence"

Me:"oh":/neh?

Him:"howlong"

Me:"itsamonthold..Ithink"

Him:"mmh,sobungazondixelelaifwewerenotgoing

yothefarmhouse"?

Me:"bendsoyikareactionyakho"

Him:"awmuncumyfriend"

Me:"nyhani"

Him:"haveyoutoldOokuhle"?

Me:"Ithinktheyknow...Ihaven'tbutumamawabo

knowssoIthinkbayayazinabo"



Him:"oohokay...whatnow"

Me:"nowwegoandhaveussomefunatthe

farmhouse.Phew,I'mgladItoldyouyaz"

Him:"butbendiyaz"

Me:"how"?

Him:"andsemdalanjeS'bongileforungamaziumntu

omithiyo"

Me:"wait...didyoujustsayS'bongile"?

Yhowahlekalomfo:v:o

Me:"hehSoso"?

Him:"xolowethusisTrina"

Me:"heee!"

Him:"andihlobootyangaloisagiveaway"

Me:"haikeandizoythinileyo"



Him:"doesyourboyfriendknow"

Me:"yes..."

Him:"lontoandimazimna"

Me:"youknowhim...justthatyoudon'tknowba

nguyelo"

Him:"oh...Yhima,don'ttellmeyilachapyafika

yazokucelakuthithatday?Abayathatyousaidare

youbrothersfriends"

Me:"that'shim"

Him:"Heeeee!!!Hayawshisiuyababamngane

nd'ncamile"

Me:"thattime,weweren'tdatingqhaebesandifuna...I

finallygaveinwhenthingsdidn'tworkoutwithyour

brother"

Him:"awmoyiki"?

Me:"no"

Him:"isn'theathugorsomething?Whoahwait,he's

Kuhle'sbrother?Likebloodbrother"?

Me:"Yes"



Him:"yesntoninawena"

Me:"yeshe'sKuhle'sbrother"

Him:"hayubraventombiyomlungusies!Doeshe

knowkengokbasahambanawe?Hedoesseema

Lilpossessive"

Me:"Ithinkhedoes"

Him:"butyoudidn'ttellhimyourself"

Me:"Sosolamntuknowseverything"

Him:"uphi"?

Me:"overseesonbusiness"

Him:"butheknowseverything?Hayligintsake

indodakhondik'xelele"

:v:v

Myphonerang...ndajongaKuSoso

Me:"doesheknowyou'rehere"

Him:"who"?



Me:"Landile"

Him:"khanditsho"

Me:"mmh...hello"

Laa:"yhofondin,unjani"

Me:"ndirightwena"

Him:"ndisharp,bekhendakubonasometimeagoqha

ndonqenaukuphazamisa"

Me:"oooh"

Him:"canwegoout?Imean,justalightlunch"

Me:"I'mactuallybusy"

Him:"thenI'llcomeover"

Me:"Ihaveavisitor"

Him:"Trinacummon"

Me:"haycummonmyfoottyhini,yintonngokemva

kwamdidn'tyougetthemessagengobabsuku

wawundfounele"?

Him:"IneedafriendIcantalkto,pleasebra''

Me:"haiboLaa,I'mnotyourfriend...forgoodness



sakeI'myourexandIdon'tneedtoknowwhat's

goingoninyourlife.Talktoyourbrother,talktoyour

mom,findashrinkorsomethingbutundiyekemna

plsasseblieftog"

Him:"SosoandIarenotspeaking...hecan'tstandthe

sightofme"

Me:"andwho'stoblameforthat?"

Him:"IamandI'veapologizedcountlesstimesbut

thingsjustbecomeworse"

Me:"wellI'msorrythingsarenotgoingwellfor

you...butI'mnotarubbishbin.Idon'thavetimefor

peoplewhoonlyknowyourworthwhentheyarein

trouble"

Him:"that'swhyIwantedustomeet...Iwanna

apologizeforyonkintobra.Pls"

Me:"haikeIdon'thavetimetoday...ActuallyIdon't

thinkIhavetimeatallcozngokndizohambaand

comebackmaybeSunday"
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Him:"Icanwait"

Isighed...lomfanareallydoesn'tgetit.IDON'Thave

timeforhim,nottoday,notngomsoandprollynot

ever!

Me:"Landile"

Him:"Trina"

Me:"thisismylastplea,please,please..."

Him:"okayasizotyaanythingwe'lljusttalk"

Me:"IforgaveyoualongtimeagobraIalsoforgave

myselfintheprocess,moveonwithyourlife"

Him:"evenwhenyou'rebackkeawzobanachance"

Me:"no,boyfriendyamizobeseybuyile"

Him:"yho"

Me:"thanksforthecall"

HayIhungup.Landilebringsouttherudenessinme



shame...Idon'tblamehim,buthaykalokIhadtime

forhimwabusyaphanguOvayo.

Soso:"thatwasharsh"

Me:"uzobonaI'mgonnachangemynumber,akeva

umntakamamakhoshame"

Him:"uxakwengumqawakhe"

Me:"haykalokandingenindawomna"

Him:"mh"

AftersometimeheleftndashiyekandedwaandI

rested.Ineededtherestsinceinafewhourswe'llbe

drivingtoumtata.

-

Lukewokemeup,Isatupandlookedathim...I'mnot

amorningpersonneh?AndI'malsonotthatkinda

personwhowakesupandbecomeinstantly

energeticsoItookmytimetoregisterandcome



backtolife...okokeethethayenaandivaniksubone

baandimvangoskendicimelengokuathethayo

ndaphindandangqengqangomqolo

Him:"areyoulisteningtome"

Me:"mh"?

Him:"we'releavinginanhour,wakeup.Yourfriends

aredownstairs"

Me:"yho"

Islowlygotoffthebedandwenttothe

bathroom...whenIreturnedhewasnotthere.I

decidedtogetdressedwarmlysoIworetwopiece

tracksuitwithalongsleeveSpencer,socksand

slippers:vwe'redrivingourselvesmossoakhoneed

yoswenka...Icheckedmyphone,yhomissedcalls

zkaNtandoNkos'yam:(Icalledhimbackndhe

pickedupinthefirstring

him:"babe"



Me:"justsawyourmissedcalls"

Him:"Iwasjustcheckinguponyou"

Me:"oh,thankyoubabe"

Him:"ubuleleorwereyoucryingagain"?

Me:"bend'leleman"

Him:"mmh"

Me:"uhm,there'sahugepossibilitybathere'sno

goodsignalaphosiyakhona"

Him:"you'llcallmekalokxaukwindawoenesignal"

Me:"okay"

Him:"behaveandenjoyyourself"

Me:"Iwill...butthatwon'tstopmefrommissingyou"

Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"babeufunandililewena"

Him:"Idon'tmindtearsofjoynana"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo...Ihavetogo,kulindwemnapha"

Him:"safejourney"



Me:"thanks"

Ihungupandtookmybagdown,thenIreturnedfor

myhandbagn"noladycangoanywherewithouta

handbag,ninziintoengenakwezabag.Itslikean

emergencykitntangam.

Wepackedourbagsintoacarapparentlyhiredby

Lukeforthistripandthenhegotonthedriversseat

andweheadedout.IsatatthebackwithKuhle,Soso

satinthemiddlerowwithSihle...aswewentfurther

on,Ifeltsleepish:vhaikalokbend'lelesoibisekhona

njeintwanaencinciibishiyekilesoIjustleanedmy

headonKuhle'sshoulderndacimela

Him:"Luu"

Luu:"sup"

Him:"Ithinkweneedagarage,yoursisterneedsan

energydrink"

Luu:"hahaha,she'ssleepingIguess"



Me:"I'mnot"

Isatupandrubbedmyeyes,yawnedandchecked

outmymessagesonWhatsAppndakhendancokola

nabantuandbythetimeIlookedup,wewerein

mtataplaza:DIneededthebathroomsoIranout

andwenttothetoiletsatMcDonald's.WhenIcame

backtheguyswereoutsidethecarprollywaitingfor

me

Me:"erh...supguys"?

Sihle:"we'reactuallywaitingforyou"

Me:"kuyiwaphi"?

Luu:"wewannagrababite...wheredoyouwanna

eat"?

Me:"oh...anywhere"

Bandijongabonke:/Iturnedaroundandcheckedout

theshopsinfrontofus.



Me:"McDonalds"

Kuhle:"sambenibraz"

Weallheadedtomc'Dandsataroundatableaswe

decidedonwhattoeatthenSosoandKuhlewentto

buy,LukegotupandwenttocallhiswomanIwas

leftwithuSihleandthenLibhongocalledme-_-

haikelibulawoserious

Me:"low"

Her:"hi,howareyou"

Me:"goodyou"

Her:"I'mgreat,uhm,I'vebeenmeaningtocallyou"

Me:"youhavenow"

Her:"Iwantedtoclearsomething"

Me:"regarding"??

Her:"thatday,afterchurch"



Me:"tyhinithiza!Haynibulewengamnina"

Her:"Ijustwanttomakesomethingclear,Icansee

thatlaminiaffectedyourfriendshipnoVinceina

massiveway"

Me:"Libo"

Her:"yes"

Me:"therewasnostormorfogthatday,everything

wasclear,isclearevennow."

Her:"ngxakikalokVincenowblamesformy

insecurities,saysIruinedIfriendshipyenu"

Me:"I'llrepeatwhatIsaidtohim,boundaries...He's

mybrotherin-lawright?Letitstaythatwaycacilesi

grandloway"

Her:"oh-kay"

Me:"Ireallydon'tunderstandyouguysshame.First

I'mtheonespendingmoretimewithhim,nowI'mout

ofthepicturebutI'mstillanissue.Ithinikantilento

yenu"?

Her:"I'msorryforbotheringyoubra,serious"



Me:"thankyou"

Her:"sharp"

Shehungup...Sihlelookedatme,Ididn'tmovean

inch.

Him:"VincenoLiboabandibaziyo"?

Me:"yeah"

Him:"ntonngxaki"?

Me:"ndim"

Him:"how"

Me:"wellIbecamefriendswithVincenotknowing

he'syourbrother,tomakealongstoryshort,our

friendshipseemedtobeaffectingtheirrelationship

sobhut'wakhosaidmasiyekeubazifriends"

Him:"andyoudid"

Me:"Iwasn'tgoingto,butVincenayewatshosoI

thoughtIshouldn'tforcetheinevitable"



Soso:"what'sinevitable"

Me:"oh-hoo":v

Theysatdownwiththefoodandweindulgedsonke

andheadedbacktothecaranddrovestraighttothe

farm.
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Wearrivedatthefarmhousesakhawlelwazizinja>_<

VuyisileandhiswifeMiyolacameouttomeetus,we

gotoutandhuggedthentheyhelpeduswithour

luggageasweallwenttothemainrondaveland

werewelcomedwithhotoxtailsoupandhome

bakedbread:pohJesus!

Uncle:"you'vegrownsomuchTrinalique"

Ijustsmiled

Luu:"andsoonshe'llbeoutgrowinghersinglebed"



Kwahlekwa:v:v

Luuinductedtheintroductioncozguysazaziwa

apha,whenweweredoneIhelpedMiyocleanup

thenweweretakentoourhouseandofcoztheyall

sharedaroombutIwasgivenaseparateroom:(the

downsideofbeingafemaleke,Iundressedandwore

myPJsandacoatsomehowthisplacefeltlike

winterthenIwentbackoutjusttoseethefarmin

thedarknessofthenight,Iwalkedashortdistance

andfoundarocktositonndahlalaphaandhummed

myselfaChristmascarol.They'vekeptthisfarm

intactshame.

Him:"you'vealwayslovedthatrock"

Luucametositnexttome

Me:"pitywelefthalfofthefamilybehind"



Him:"yeahwell"

Me:"dotheyknowaboutmomanddad"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"hopeyoudidnttellthemaboutme"

Him:"Ididn't"

Me:"thanks"

Wesatthereinsilence...

Me:"whohelpedyouwithlobolanegotiations"

Him:"uncleVee,dadandtwootherfarmownersfrom

Klerksdorp"

Me:"sodadknows"?

Him:"yeahbutI'vebeensavingupmoneyforthe

whiteweddingandanewhome"

Me:"soyou'llbesellingyourhouse"?

Him:"onlybecauseshewannaliveinDurbansowe're

stilllookingforahousethere"



Me:"mmmh"

Him:"butI'vebeenmeaningtospeaktoMarcand

Keri...ifIgetmarriedmaybenextyear,Ican'tsellthe

housebecauseofyouandEve"

Me:"IcanregisterinRes"

Him:"no,we'llhavetoworktogetherandrentfory'all

untilyouleavevarsity"

Me:"mmmh"

Wejustchilledforacoupleofminutesthenweboth

walkedinsideforagoodnightsrest.Thefollowing

morningsavuswaziinkukhu:v:vlikeziqalephaa

ngoo1kwadekwasaIwokeupfirstandwent

outsidendafikakubasiwe,someofthehelperswere

alreadyfeedingthechickensandpigs:DIcanbetoo

forwardattimes,sowhenIsawaguymilkingacowI

wentforth,Iwantedtoseemos.

Me:"morning"

Heliftedhisheadandsmiled...lolIdidn'tgoinside



thekraal:oandilogezamna:v

Him:"morning,youmustbeoneoftheSmiths"

Me:"gotthatright,thenameisTrinalique"

Him:"nicetomeetyouMissSmith,I'mKevin,butthey

callmeVelile."

Ilaughed..fromKevintoVelile?

Him:"youknowhowuncleVeecanbe"

Me:"you'recolored"?

Him:"hahayoucouldsaythat,howisyourdad"

Me:"uhm...hanginginthere"

Him:"bestrong,forhim.Wearekeepingyourfamily

inourprayers"

Me:"thanks"

Ndabukelaforsometime...



Him:"wannatrythisout"?

Me:"haha,nothanks"

Him:"ohcummon,youcandoit"

Me:"I'llprobablytrybutnottoday"

Him:"oohokay"

Afterhewasfinished,hewalkedinsideIwalkedover

towatchtheherdsmenthenSosoandSihlejoined

me

Me:"sleptwell"

Soso:"very"

Sihle:"butweshouldfindsomeadventure...go

huntingorsomething"

Me:"hunting?Minusme"

Soso:"oh-hooo,we'llfindadamandgoforaswim

ke"



Me:"Sosocan'tyoufeelthetemperature"?

Sihle:"eyosincedakubasimshiyeaphausistazand

gofindanadventure"

Soso:"orsomkaaphasingakhangesenzenikisi"

:vIleftthemstandingthereandwenttofetchwater

fromthefireplaceandwenttobathinabasin

eroominyamthenIgotdressedinkneelengthcargo

pants,longsleeveT-shirtandblackchucks,myhairin

amessybunthenIwenttothrowawaythewater.

ThenIjoinedthefamilyforbreakfast,

everyone,includingababendibashiyephandle,was

alreadyaroundthetable

Me:"molweni"

Bavuma,Isatdownandhelpedmyselfkwiporridge

withbutter,sugarandsalt...Iindulged:pohGod!



Miyo:"sowhatareyoudoingnowTrinalique"

Me:"erhm...I'minmyfirstyearma"

Her:"andEvelyn"

Me:"she'sinhersecondyear"

Her:"that'sgood..Luke,whenisMarcusplanningto

getmarried"?

Sajonganasahleka:v

Luu:"ayauntIdon'tknow"

Her:"he'snotgettinganyyounger"

Luu:"heknowsthat...butIdon'tthinkhe'samarriage

material"

Haikekwancokolwalendabayomtshatoisdalaoko

oko,whenweweredoneIcollectedthedishesand

tookthemtothekitchencozIwantedtowash

them,uncleVeestoppedmecabakuqeshiweapha



abantuforcertainjobs:)haike.Wheneveryonewas

donewegotinthetruckandheadedtothe

supermarketstobuyukutyakwemfuyo.
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Whenwereachedthesupermarketsmyphone

floodedwithmessagesworsekhandimfouneleno

babeokondfikileapha.Ireadandansweredthemall

thenIwenttositinthetruckandcalledubhutka

Kuhle...

Him:"mmh"

Me:"ulalanjanindihleli"

Him:"hm"?

Me:"khawvuke"

Iheardsomeshufflingonthebackground...



Him:''yhoawnqabe"

Me:"itsonlybeenadaybabe"

Him:"nothearingyourvoiceforeventhreehoursis

torturekhawbalekeiihourszosuku"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"Iunderstand,sohow'smtata"

Me:"wellwe'reatthemarketsbuyingfoodforthe

animals"

Him:"animals"?

Me:"yes...ohwait,imfuyobabe"

Yhoyahlekalechap:v:v

Him:"mmh,nizokwenzaniobuyakwenu"

Me:"Idon'treallyknow,ababantuwannagoonsome

adventure"

Him:"don'toverdoitinyourcondition"

Me:"Iknow"



Him:"I'mjustremindingyou"

Me:"yessir...Ihavetogofuthi,nababebuya"

Him:"enjoy"

Me:"thankyou"

Ihungup...theyloadedthetruckthenKuhlewas

giventodrivesinceefunaIadventuresohewas

taughthowtodriveatruck:oriskangobomibethuna

apha!!!

Whenwereachedhometheboyswenttofetch

waterfromthedams,Ijoinedsomegirlswhowere

cookingjongamyinterestonlygrewwhenIrealized

thatthere'safatchanceIcouldbemarriedtoapure

XhosafamilysoIreallyhadtolearnalotwhileI'm

stillhere.Wewerecookingfortheherdsman,the

buildersandtheotherpeopleinthefarm...whenI

wasboredhereIwenttofinduncleVeeandfound

himatmangerfeedingafoal:)



Me:"howoldishe"

Him:"threemonths...buthe'sverystrong"

Me:"strongenoughtocarryme"?

Helaughed

Him:"verystrong,but...youwouldn'tmanage.Come

followme,I'llletyourideadonkey"

Me:"arghkodwaadonkeyisnotfastnjeuncleVee"

Him:"awkwazkuqalakwihasheungazange

walikhwelangophambili"

Me:"ohkayIguessakufani"

Hechuckledashehelpedmeupthedonkeyandhe

rodehisownsahambadowntothedamswherethe

boysweresafikabequbha,Idemountedthedonkey

andwalkeddowntothedams

Me:"adventureneh"?

Soso:"ntwana...jongalamntana"



Me:"omphi"

Soso:"witharedbucket"

Me:"oohndambona...shelookspretty"

Soso:"guesswhohashernumber"?

Ilookedathimandscreamed:vhe'scrazy!!!Super

crazy!!!:v

Soso:"nowthat'sanadventuremydear"

Sihle:"youcanrideadonkey"?

Me:"uncleVeeisteachingme...Iactuallywanteda

horse"

Sihle:"yho,that'sdangerous"

Me:"andadventurous"

Sihle:"where'suncleVeenow"?

Wealllookedaroundasambona...Sihlespottedhim

acrossthedamsamyekakesancokolani.Whenhe



returnedhegaveushoneystillinitssocket!

Soso:"nowthis..thisiswhatIcalladventure.

BeautifulAfricanwomendownthestream,warm

damwatercoolingyoudownandfinally,eatingreal

honeystraightfromtheoriginalmanufacturer..the

QueenBeeitself"

Lolwewereinstitches:v:vweallindulged,yazu

Lukewashisfirsttimeseeingsosointhiscrazy

zoneandhewasappalledattimesbutIwassure

he'sgonnagetusedtothiscrazypersona.

Uncle:"we'llleaveyoutoyourAfricanadventure

boys,wehaverealadventurestochase"

Soso:"aaaawmalumethina"?

Uncle:"ogqibakwenuamanzilabenizowakhayou

canjoinus"



:vwerodeourdonkeystowardstheplantations

ndabonalivefruithangingontrees:Dhahaha

soundslame?Ohwell!NowI'mnotveryclueless

okay?I'vebeentofarmsbeforesowhenIsawgreen

applesandguavasontreesIgavehimmyphoneto

takepicturestheniclimbedupthetresslol

wandihlekalotatacabaucimbaI'mclueless...me?

Uyadlala.IswungbetweentreeslikeTarzaninthe

junglemntakadad,Ifeltinmycomfortzonephof

swingingbetweentreesIhadmymouthandpockets

fullwithfruits...

Uncle:"hêheee!HehntombikaSmith,ufundiswe

ngubanukhwelaemithini"

Me:"IusuallygowithdadtothefarmsinKlerksdorp"

Uncle:"itsshows,you'regoodatwhatyoudo"

IswunguntiltheotherendoftheforestthenI

walkedaswereachedtheothersidethenwe

crossedtheriverandwalkedupthemountain:Dand

whenIlookedback,Isawthebeautyofnature...the



realbeautyhaylebeautyibonwenguSosoedamini

:v.Igaveunclemyphoneagainandhetookpictures

ofmefreeandlightspiritedthenwesatdownanate

thefruitwehadpicked

Him:"yourdadisagoodman"

Me:"Ijustwishhecouldrecover"

Him:"mysonwenttoseehimassoonashelanded

inCapeTown"

Me:"hethinkshe'llrecover"?

Him:"hedidn'tsaymuch..he'snotaveryoutspoken

personinhisnature"

Me:"mmmh"

Hewalkeddowntheoppositeside,Ithinkhewentto

checkoutsomesheepthatwasstuckinathorn

bushItookmyphoneandsentbaeonepicturethat

wasjusttooperfectwhileIswungbetweentwo

treesyhowafounangokuuNtandoevutha

ngumsindo



Me:"babe"

Him:"don'ttellmeyouwereswinging"

Me:"itwasjustforashortwhile"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"yho"

Him:"needIremindyouthedangersandimplications

you'reputtingmychildinngojingaemithiniumithi"?

Me:"ohcum-"

Him:"don'tyoutellmetocummon!Don'tyou

dare...haveyoueveraccidentallyslippedfromatree?

Fell?Hurtyourself?"

Me:"no"

Him:"owakwakhouzokhalelaban?Haymankhawbe

consideratefondin"

Ididn'thaveanythingtosay...hehungup.Nam

ndathulandabukaubuhlebalendawondikuyo



qha...whenunclereturnedwerodeourdonkeysand

returnedhomewhereIwentstraighttomyroomand

gotinbed.Undikhathazileshameuntandostru'bob.

AfterafewminutesafterIwentintomyroomkuhle

cameknocking,Ididn'tanswerhimhejustopened

mydoorandcametositdownonmybed

Him:"hey,youokay"

Me:"yes"

Him:"cummonTee"

Me:"I'mfineKuhleIjustneedtorest"

Him:"okay,willyoujoinusforlunch"

Me:"yes"

Hegotupandleftndosulanyembezizam

ndaziqothafuthindalalaandIactuallyfellasleep.

Aftersometimesomeoneshookmeupndavula

amehloonlytoseeSihlesmiling



Me:"hm"

Him:"youmissedlunch"

Me:"I'mnothungry"

Him:"butyouhaven'teatenallday"

Me:"Iatefruit"

Hesighedandlookedatmesympathetically...Isat

upandlookedatmyselfinthemirror,oneofmyeyes

wasred.

Him:"wereyoucryinh"?

Me:"whywouldI"

Him:"Idontknow"

Me:"pleaseexcuseme"

Hegotupandleftme...Isearchedmybagforthe

miniemergencykitIalwayskeepandIfoundeye

dropsndazifakaandfixedmyselfthenIwentoutto



fetchhotwatercozmyfeetwereswollen,whenIgot

waterIreturnedbacktomyroomandmixedthe

waterintoabasin...Miyolawalkedinwithsaltand

rubbingointment.

Her:"mixthissalttothatwater"

Me:"thanks"

Her:"andrubthiswhenyou'redone"

Me:"thankyou"

Sheputtheointmentdownandstoodbythedoor...

Me:"ikhonangxakiaunty"

Her:"youshouldn'toverdoit"

Me:"itwasjustaminorhiking"

Shesmiled...rightinthatsmileIknewsheknew

something.



Her:"heisexcitedtoshowyouthingsandplacesthat

hewould'velovedtoshowtohisowndaughter"

Me:"I'mmorethankeentoseethoseplacestoo"

Her:"iknowbutyouhavetothinkofyourselfmy

dear...hemightnotseeit,butIdo"

Me:"seewhataunty"

Her:"thatyou'reheavy"

Me:"heavy"?

Shesatdownontheedgeofmybedandtookmy

feetmassagingthem

Her:"Icanseeyou'repregnant"

Me:"oh...wow.ButThebumpisnotevenshowingyet

"

Her:"yourbreasts,feetandappetite"

Me:"yho"



Her:"you'llhavetotonedownabitcozyouseemlike

you'reinthemostdelicatetimesinwhichyourbaby

needsalltheattentioninordertogrowintoastrong

being"

Me:"okayma"

Afterrubbingmyfeetsheleftme...Iwenttothrow

thewaterawayndabuyelaeroominandrested,I

couldn'tshowmyfaceeloungeagain,whatifshe

toldherhusband?Hewon'tlookatmelikehedid

mos...Mxm,zintozophaphakenezi.Iplayedmusic

onmyphonekwangenauSoso,hepulledone

earplugouttamyearndamjongaashewalkedover

tomywindowandopenedthecurtainthatwas

closed

Him:"kubhubheban"

Me:"huh"?

Him:"uskewasizilaokoobuyekwiadventurekalok"

Me:"mxmI'mtired"



Him:"oohm...yourmansayshecan'treachyouon

phone"

Me:"hecalledyou?Wheredidhegetyournumber"?

Him:"nope,hecalledYOURbrother"

Me:"oh"

Him:"hetoldhimyou'resleeping"

Me:"andIdon'thavesignalhere"

Him:"haveyoutriedsearchingforit?"

Heusedhisphonetonavigateandhefounditon

topofmyheadboardpostndabekaeyamandthe

messagesfloodedin,Iwasn'tgonnaanswerNtando

yaz...nottodayundikhathazegqithasogqibakwakhe

hesendsmessagescelauxoloblahblahblahlike

cummonnow,IknowI'mpregnantbutbeingaLil

insensitivewasn'tgonnaimpregnateme..sowas

livingalittle.NdahlalanoSososancokolauntilI

wantedtosleepagain,wandishiyaandIkepthearing

myphonevibratingcozndiyifakeKusilent...



AtsomepointIwaswokenupyilevibration

ndazincamaandansweredhimcozakancamiqha

ntoayenzayouyandingxolelangalephone...Ijustput

thephoneonmyearandlistenedtohim

Him:"babe"

-cwaka-

Him:"Iknowyou'rethere...look,Iknowyouwentover

thereforabreakbutyouhavetoconsiderthe

conditionyou'reinrightnowawkwazuveleujingeon

treeslikeaneightyearold"

-yawn-

Him:"Iwon'tapologizeforlookingoutforyouand

reprimandingyouforyourownsafety"

Me:"utshoxaugqibile"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"tata"



Him:"I'mbeingrealhere,I'msorryyesifIhurtyoubut

nawekhawuyicingelentouyenzayo"

Ijustputmyphonethereonthepillowandleftit

thereesathethaIwasn'tgonnalistentohim,he's

hurtingmyfeelingsandpurposelyruiningmyXmas!
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Miyolacalledmetothekitchen,Ihelpedherprepare

supper...

Her:"youshouldn'tstandforlonghours"

Me:"Icanpeelthevegwhilesitting"

Itooktheveggiesandsatdownndapeelisha

ke...sancokolanjesomelightstuff.

Me:"howmanychildrendoyouhave"



Her:"one,ourson"

Me:"theoneinCapeTown"?

Her:"yes...hehadayoungersister"

Me:"whathappenedtoher"

Shebecameuncomfortableforasecond...she

attendedtoherpotsandidn'tanswerme.Iwasn't

gonnapush

Her:"shediedofheartfailurewhenshewassix

years"

Me:"I'msorry"

Her:"itisGod'swill"

Me:"whydidn'tyoutryagain"

Her:"Icouldn'thandlethepain,stillcan't.GuessI'm

stilltraumatized"

Me:"timeheals"

Her:"Iknow...didhetakeyoutothefruittrees"?



Me:"yes"

Her:"that'swhereheusedtotakeher,upthe

mountaintothewaterfallontheotherside"

Me:"wehaven'tbeentothewaterfalljustyet"

Her:"youwill...he'lltakeyouI'msure"

Wakhewathula...

Me:''plsdon'ttellhimmycondition"

Her:"aslongasyoupromisegotakeiteasy"

Me:"Ipromise"

Kuhlewalkedintalkingonphone-_-Iknewngu

NtandomynosestartedtwitchingIcheekime

ngenyawo

Him:"Tee...ohauntyI'msorrytodisturb"

Her:"noproblem,Ialsohavetofetchthemeat...iza



ndilandeleIneedagasfromtheotherhouse"

Shewentwithhim,ItookKuhle'sphonendasabela..I

wasbeggingmyselftobecalmyaz,Iwassooo

beggingmyselftogethispoint...Ididn'twannafight

withhimespeciallynotwhilehe'ssofarawayfrom

home.

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"mh"

Him:"suyenzalentouyenzayo"

Me:"kay"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"mh"

Him:"sukuyenzalentouyenzayo...awzothandaxa

isenziwandim"

Me:"sure"



..silence...

Me:"wasthereanythingelse"?

Him:"yes,khayekeubasensitivemaniyandidika

seriouslynowlentoyakho.Iadviceyouon

something,forYOURowngoodandIbecomethe

badguycozyourtearsareEvereadypowerplus

batterykanomathotholo.IfIdon'ttellyouwhat's

wrongthenI'mleadingyouastrayandrightnow,I

don'thavethetimenorenergytoentertainyour

sillinesssoyoubettergetyouracttogetherandact

yourage,actlikeawomanwho'scarryingMYson,act

likeanadult.Takeadvicelikeanadultandstop

playingstupidemotionalgames"

I'dbelyingifIsaidndimvileshame:vbutwhenhe

wasquiet,Ijustanswered:

Me:"sure"

Him:"ndizobuyaandobuyakwamuzobuyanawe



kuloomtata"

Me:"uyabuza"?

Him:"ndiyakuxelela"

Ichuckled

Him:"akhoneedyobobubhanxaubenzayo,youwill

comebackunless,youwantallattentiondrawnto

youcozIdon'tminddrivingtherendizokuthatha

ngokwamxakunzimauzibuyela"

Me:"whatevermakesyouhappy"

Him:"hehS'bongile"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

Him:"andikagqibiuthetha"

Me:"wellI'mbusy"

Him:''okay...Iloveyou"

Me:"kay"



Ihungup...cometothinkofityesIwaswrong:/but

couldn'thehavejustexplainedittome?Insteadof

baandishawutheokomntwanaonaeightyears.

Wasthatnecessary?Enyintoengathizondidikasoon

yileyongahlulibetweenbeingmymanandmydad-_

-heisNOTmydad!Wherethehelldoeshegetthe

righttoscoldme?Tchin.Hecalledagain

ndabesendinawonomsindwanakancincikenhokbut

nangokundiyazamauziqokelelamanokwelady

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"udikweyintonkengok"

Iwasgonnaanswerthatone...unlessIwantedto

sleeponabrokenheartsondavelandathula.

Him:"uphiuKuhle"?

Me:"he'sout"



Him:"outwhere"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"butyouhavehisphone"

Isighedandcontinuedwiththevegetables

Him:"tellhimtocallme"

Me:"sundinyanzelakalok"

Him:"plstellhimtocallme"

Me:"kay"

Wathula...washewaitingformetohangup?Iwasn't

goingto,hecalledmakabekeIphone.

Ididmybusinessstilllisteningtohisbreathingon

thephoneakathethiqha

Him:"baby"



Me:"mh''

Him:"celaundfounelexauyolala"

Me:"why"

Him:"Ineedtotalktoyoukak'hle"

Me:"hmmm"

Him:"please"

Me:"kay"

Him:"ndiyakuthandaS'bongileandwhateverI'm

doingorsayingisforyourbenefitintheend"

Me:"kay"

Him:"uzofouna"?

Me:"hm"

Him:"andazikenobauyavumaor

uyasabela,uzofouna"?

Me:"yes"

Him:"okayI'llwaitup"

Me:"sure"



Him:"sharp"

o.Oo-kay...

Auntyreturnedsaphekakenyhani,shedishedupI

helpedtoserveandIgaveKuhlehisphoneonly

forgottotellhimtocallhisbrother...trulyforgot

shame.Weatearoundthetableandwhenwewere

donetheboyswashedthedishes:vunclemadean

openfireandwealldressedwarmlyandwenttosit

outsideatthefireplacewithapacketof

marshmallowseachandweroastedthemonthe

openfiresimameleuVuyisileesibaliselaamabali.:D

okosihlekawewenttobedpasttwelveandkengok

whileoutsidewedidn'ttakealongourphones:/only

whenwewentbackinsidedidIthinkofNtando.I

wenttomyroomandgotinbed,dialledhisnumber

andcalledhim...

Him:"hey,you'restillup"



Me:"yes"

Him:"youknowyoushouldgetenoughrestright"

Irolledmyeyes:vevenifakandiboniwethu

Me:''yousaidIshouldcall"

Him:"myguessisukhathazekilebysomeofthe

thingsIsaidearlier"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"andasItoldyouIwon'tapologizeforlooking

outforyou"

Me:"hm"

Him:"butIwillapologizeforhurtingyourfeelings,I'm

sorry"

Me:"ooh"

Him:"nantsoenyintothatIdon'tlike,uveleuthethe

onewordsentences"

Me:"sorry"



Him:"babyman"

Me:"hm"

Him:"khawthethe,scream,shoutIdon'tknow.Butdo

whateveryouwannado...yenzaisthukuthezilento

yakho"

Me:"xolo"

Him:"Ididn'tsayapologizeIsaidtalk,expressyour

feelings,don'tbottlethemup"

:v

Me:"goodnightbabe"

Him:"wow!Justlikethat"

Me:"ntonngoku"

Him:"we'retalkingherewenauthigoodnight,kantiI

communicationyenzelwentoniifwe'renotgonna

haveitinthisrelationship"?

-yawn-



Him:"great"

Me:"yazbabe,you'restartingtogetonmynerveslike

VincentandLibhongoanditsnotcute"

Him:"thankyouforopeningyourmouthnoba

uthethaububhanxa"

Ichuckled>_<hayuNtandouphuphengam

stru'bob...Okoendihlelenamhlanje.

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"Ntando"

Him:"thisisthelasttimeI'msayingthis...don'tdo

lentouyenzayo,ayizobamnandixaisenziwandim"

Me:"kay"

Him:"mxm"

Me:"night"

Ihungup...ndalala.Wellifhe'splanningtoignoreme



heshouldwaituntilhe'sbackinthecountry...not

whilehe'sawayotherwiseuzobuyakubekubi.
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Nextmorningmyfeetweren'tsoswollen:DIwoke

up,wenttofetchwatertobathandtheweatherwas

kindtous...sivukesekugqatsauboi-boi(hahahaif

that'swhatchucallit)IworeablackT-shirtthatwas

abitbigonmeanddenimkneelengthshortsne

takkie:DIwantedtogotothewaterfallnyhanike

namhlanje.AfterbathingImadethebedandcleaned

myroom,goodthingaboutthisgrowingprincessin

mybellywasthatshewasnowbecomingalady

slowly:)themorningsicknesswasnotregular

anymore...itwasnowandthen,eventhefatigue

wasn'tasthefirstfewweeksofdiscovery.Ileftmy

phoneinthechargerandwentouttoeatbreakfast,I

wasthefirstonekephofbutthefoodwasalready

there.Idishedupformyselfsomepoachedeggs,

whitetoast,chakalakaandstrongblackcoffee

ndatya,kuhlecameoutfirstnayealreadydressed



Him:"morning"

Me:"morning"

Hedishedupandsatdownwatya...

Him:"ugrand"?

Me:"yeah,you"

Him:"yep...canIgiveyouadvice"?

Me:"ifIsayno"?

Him:"trustme,youneedit"

Me:"shoot"

Him:"don'twasteyourenergyarguingwithhim,even

ifyoudon'tagreewithwhathe'ssaying"

Me:"youmeanyourbrother"

Him:"yes...hecalledmelastnightund'buzaalotof

questions.Ididn'tevenknowuyayazsihambenawe

untillacallyasemini"



Me:''Ididn'ttellhim...butI'mnotsurprised"

Him:''neitheramI"

Me:"myekewethuuNtando...he'sheartisinatoo

place,Iknowthatforsure"

Helookedatmeandsmiled

Him:"uyamthandanyhani"

:vIlaughedathowserioushestatedthat

Me:"guiltyascharged"

Him:"Ihopeyoucanstanduptohim,I'mhisbrotherI

knowhimverymuch,hecanbeabullyattimes"

Me:"wellsometimesitsnotevenaboutstandingup

tohim,yazumntusometimesngokuakwaziyoba

you'reratchetfunekaukjeumbhideubeyichurch

mouse"

Him:"akhontoimdikangathkungaphendulwa...

XandenzalontoUthindimenzaisbhanxa"



Me:"ebesitshokumlastnight"

KwangenanooLukesoyaphelaincoko

yethu,everyonewasupandreadyforan"adventure"

Sihle:"somalume,what'stheplanfortoday"

Uncle:"ohwe'llgoforaminihiking...wealreadydidit

yesterdayTrina"

Me:"ewemalume"

Sihle:"soundsinteresting...Hopefullythereain'tno

snakeskekulehikingtrailyenu"

Uncle:"khululekandodana"

Wealldugin,ateupandstartedwalkingtowardsthe

fruitplantations:vwhentheysawthetree...they

wentberserkbaleqanabekhwelaemithinitheyeven

playedicekwaandhereIwaswalkingonfootcoz

kalokfunekandibe"considerate"ntliziyoyam

bincincikanticozIknewverywellIalsowantedto



playbutafterlisteningtoNtando'sfreestylelast

nightIcouldn'triskanymoreespeciallynowthat

ethethilewhatifsomethingmistakenlyhappens

gqibaathiebetshilokokungamamelikwam?Yabo?I

walkedalonekemindyou,cozevenunclewas

swingingbetweenthesetrees...Isawastrawberry

treeandwenttoit,pickedafewandwalkedupthe

mountainndayophumlangaphezulubecausenone

oftheguyscameoutyet.

Isattherethinking...

Theycameoutandwewalkeddowntheotherside

ofthemountainwhereweweregreetedbyafresh

smellofwaterandthemostbeautifulofsight.

Kuhle:"you'renotgoingin"?

Me:"erh..no,I'lljustsitrighthere"

Soso:"thenyouwon'tmindkeepingourphones"

Me:"sure"



Theyallwentin,Iopenedluu'sphoneandtook

selfiesngayo.Afterabout30minutesorso

kwakhalaiphonekaSihle-_-hisbrotherIignoredit.

WancamaandcalledekaKuhleIalsoignoreditas

well.LastlyhecalledLuke,okayitwasaprivate

numberbutknowinguNtando,Iknewnguye...Idon't

knowwhythesepeoplebroughttheirphoneshere

nyhaninyhani.

Me:"Luke'sphonehello"

Him:"itheniiphoneyakho"

Me:"ithen"

Him:"okondikufounela"

Me:"Ileftitendlini"

Him:"oh...usharp"

Me:"ewewena"

Him:"ndigrand"

-cwaka-

Him:"usaqumbile"



Me:"bendiqumbilekuqala"

Him:"youknowwhatImean"

Me:"actuallyIdon't,whatdoyoumean"

Him:"herewegoagain"

Me:"yabo?Singavelesithulenje"

Him:"youneedmentalevaluation,notthatyou're

crazybutI'mtellingyou,thedayyougotpregnant

somescrewsmighthavewentloose"

Me:"I'llkeepthatinmind"

Him:"yazawudani"

Me:"udananjaninaumntuethukwa"

Him:"unyansileyaz...masivelesithule"

Me:"fine"

Hehungup...Whentheboyshadfunbadikwawe

headedbacktothefarmhouseanddecoratedthe

treeswithXmaslightseverywhereandwhenwe

weredonewecookedalotoffoodoutsideinthefire



placekwadekwalatethenauntydishedupfor

everyoneandwehaddumplingsandbeefstewby

thefireplace.Thebeautyofthisplacethough...At

24:00weallstartedcallingourlovedoneswishing

themamerryXmasIcalledeveryoneandeven

Ntandobutherejectedmycalls,oneringandthenit

hitvoicemail...Threetimesinarow?Hayntanga

ndamncamanamandonlythendidIrememberba

besithesizothula:ohahahasothisisjustwhatit

meant?Veeeerywise.Aftersingingacoupleof

Xmascarolsweheadedtobed,pasttwointhe

morning...weeachgotinourbedsandslepttillthe

morning.ThiswasourlastdayhereandIdidn't

wannaleavejustyetbutIhadtogohome...Iactually

wantedtogobacktoJo'burgnow.Wehadafun

day...theboysareneverhomethough:vIwasleft

withMiyolafortheentiredayuntilhometimethen

theyhelpeduspackandweheadedtoEastLondon

inhighspirits...wellIwasn'tinanyhighspiritIwas

pretending:(zobakwispiritsnjanindingahoywangu

tatakaprincess?Lukehomedeliveredeveryoneone

thentookushome,itwasalreadybedtimesoI

headedstraighttobed.Ivowedwasn'tgonnabother



Ntandoagain,Ijusthadagutfeelingthathe's

comingbackqhaandwhenhedoescomeback,I'min

forthemostrealistlecturesofalltime.

-

MondaymorningIwokeupandpacked

everything,cleanedmyroomandwetdownstairs...I

madecerealandatewhiletryingtocallbaeagain,its

noteasykaloknobandingagezandithiniwhenImiss

himImisshimkeqhaandwhenIdoIhavetohear

hisvoiceorseehisface,butkenamhlanjethatwas

alltonoavailsondamyeka.Lukecametoeat

Me:"canwegotoJo'burg"

Him:"IhavetocheckmyemailsfortheticketsI

booked"

Me:"askyourbrotherforthep.j"

Him:"itsoverseesonbusiness"

Me:"oh"



Heateup...thenwenttocheckhisemails.Iwashed

thebowlsthenwenttobath...whenIcameouthe

wasseatedonmybed

Him:"lookslikeouronlyoptionisabus"

Me:"Idon'tmind"

Him:"okay,weshouldbeatthebusstationby11:00"

Me:"I'malmostreadyso..."

Hesmiledandwalkedout...Iswitchedoffbothmy

phones,packedthemintomyhandbagandworea

blackleatherdungareewithpeachcroppedtopad

peachplatformhealswithgoldheel.Tookmybags

downandjustplayedTVgameswhilewaitingforthe

timetopass.
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Wewerereadyontime,leftthekeysforauntNandi



oranyonewhodecidedtocomebackhome

whenevertheychosetodecide.Weheadedtothe

busstationandwaitedforafewminutesthen

loadedinandheadedtoJozigazi!

-FiveDaysLater-

ItwasnewyearsEveandIwasgoingtomeetLuke's

fiancéifthatwhatsheis:/shehadactuallyinvited

ustohavelunchinherflatalsoinSandtonsomy

spiritswerehighnyhaninamhlanjeIwaseven

singing...Haven'tdonethatinawhile:DthoughI

hadn'theardfrombaeivekiyonke.WhenIwokeup

Lukewasn'taroundbutitshowedthathehadwoken

upandcleanedcozthekitchendoorwhichiskindof

ourentrancetothehousewhentheloungeis

locked,wasopen,andallwindows...thehousesmelt

fresh.Iwaswearingpajamashortsandmatching

vestandwalkingbarefoot:)Imadebreakfastfor

myself,everythingfromfriedeggstothecrispy

baconandtheworksandwhenIwasdone,Iputitin



atrayalongwithcitrusjuiceandwenttothe

lounge...IonlysetonefootinNdagangwabubuso

bukaNtandoepholeaphaentloko:othetrayI

had,slippedoutofmyhandsandfell,breakingthe

glass,plate...spillingthejuice,eggs...everything.

Him:"hi"

Me:"hi"

Iturnedandwenttofetchabroom,Isweptup

everythingandthrewitinthebinthenItookamop

andcleanedthefloor...hewasjustsittingthere

watchingme.Iwenttorinsethemopinthe

bathroomxandiyikhamaIcutmyself,aglasshad

apparentlystuckinthemophaikeubhobhozaigazi..

.Ileftthemopthereandwentbackdowncozifirst

aidkitihlalaekitchen,Iopenedmyhandtorunning

waterinthetapasItookoutdisinfectantsfromthe

kit.Hecameinthekitchenbutstoodbythedoor



Him:"isthatbloodonthefloor"?

Iturnedandlookedatit-_-yes,dropsofbloodran

downthestaircasetowhereIwasstanding...he

lookedatmyhand

Him:"needhelp"

Me:"Icanmanage"

Wathula...Iwipedmyhandandstartedcleaningand

applyingthedisinfectantthenputonaplastercozit

wasn'tabroadcut,butitwasabitdeeperthanI

thought.WhenIwasdoneIpackedeverythingback

toitsplacesandtookavacuumtocleanupthe

bloodtraceskwaphindakwaclean.Iwipedthetray

andreturnedittoitsplace,Iusedonehandand

washedthepanIhadusedtomakelebreakfast

ndingayityanga...allthistimehe'sleaningbythedoor

withhishandsinhispockets.Watchingme.WhenI

wasdoneItookanappleandwentbacktothe



lounge,switchedontheTVandwatchedVuzuAmp

hecametositacrossme

Him:"unjani"

Me:"goodyou"

Him:"good.I'msorryforyourbreakfast"

Me:"cool"

Him:"so,howwasyourXmas"

Me:"greatyours"

Him:"great,canwetalk"

Me:"we'retalking"

Him:"noImeantalk...I'mtalkingnow,you'rejust

responding"

Me:"talkaboutwhat"?

Him:"us"

Me:"what'stheretotalkabout"

Him:"wenauybonairightlentoyenzekayophakathi

kwethu"



Ididn'tanswerhim...Ijustatemyapple

Him:"okaykecanyougetdressedsihambe"

Me:"siyaphi"

Him:"tomyapartment"

Me:"Ican't"

Him:"you...can't"?

Me:"I'mhavinglunchwithmybrotherandhis

girlfriend"

Him:"okay...shouldIcomeandfetchyoulater"?

Me:"no"

Hesighed...

Iwasdoneeatingtheapple...yakhalaiphoneyam:v

sisgezokeNoko!!!



Me:"Nelisa"

Her:"heyuright"?

Me:"ndisharpdearwena"

Her:"I'mcool,ndcelaundbuzeleubausinouzofunda

emontinah...thenI'llsendherdocuments"

Me:"plshold"

Her:"okay"

Me:"babe,uSinouzofundaeMonti"?

Him:"yeswhy"?

Me:"yeahuzofundakhona"

Her:"okay...youdon'tmindmosifIpostherthings

kuwe"

Me:''notatall"

Her:"you'readarlingtobekissed.Ciao"

Me:"sharp"

Iputmyphonedown..backtomyreality.



Him:"souhm,uthiIshouldn'tcomeandfetchyou"

Me:"I'llfindmyownwaytoyou"

Him:"okay"

Hegotupandleft...Igotupandwatchedhim

leave,throughthewindowandmyheartbroke.He's

beenawayforamonthandthisiswhathegetsback

to:'(forgodamsakeImisshim:'(Islouchedbackon

thecouch.Phelenalondlalangoku.WhenIwasfed

upofsulkingIwentupstairsandironedadressI

wantedtowearatthelunch:Dacerisepinkflared

peplumminidresswithgoldchainsumvawonke

thenIdustedoffmygoldstuddedplatformheels:DI

puthotrollersinmyhairforbouncygoldenbrown

curls...BythetimeIwasdonewitheverything,itwas

evenpastthetimeweweresupposedtoleavebut

keweleftandmadethestylishlylateimpression:v

:vwewerewelcomedwithcoldfestivedrinksasshe

finishedoffherpotsandcametositdown.



Luu:"okaynowthatyou'vefinallysatdown,lemme

introduceyoutomyyoungersister...Trinathisis

Sivenathi,babethisisTrinalique"

Weactuallyhugged<3

Her:"nicetofinallymeetyou,heravesalotabouthis

family"

Me:"Ibet...Iunderstandungum'Xhosa"?

Her:"yes,I'mfromtheEasternCapeaswellbutI

mostlygrewuphere.Mydadwasaminerfor20

goodyears"

Me:"wow..."

Her:"yourbrotherssaysyou'restudyinglaw"

Me:"Iam...notaneasycareertochoose"

Her:"aslongasyouloveitandseeafutureinit"

Me:"Idoyaz"

Her:"lemmecheckonmypots,I'llberightback"



Wesmiledasshegotup...Lukelookedatmefor

approval:v:vndavelandamhleka:vdamnshe's

beautifulthough,verybeautiful.Afronatural

hair,carefullycurvedAfricanbody,naturalhazel

browncomplexionanddarkeyeswithabrightsmile

intlenyahnlentombi.Shecalledustothedining

placewhichwasthepoolsidetableandsheserved

usfingerfoodskuqalaandlaterahomecooked

cuisinehaikesonwabaandweblendedlikecoffeein

hotwater:Dpastthreetofourndacelaindlela

Luu:"havesomewheretobe"?

Me:"erhm,yeah"

Her:"itwasnicehostingyou"

Me:"thankstoyouIhadfun"

Luu:"youcantakemycar"

Lol:DItookhiskeysandwehugged,Istartedendlini

andpackedafewitemsIknewIwouldneedthenI



drovetoNtando'splace,tookadeepbreathand

walkedoutbravely...that'sabitabsurdafterhowwe

leftthingsoffthough,ndisithathaphiisbindisode

ndihambebravelyeyardiniyomntu?Mk.Iknockedon

thedoor...noanswer,Iknockedagain.Stillno

response.Icalledhim

Him:"hello"

Me:"hi...waswonderingifukhona"

Him:"notatthemoment"

Me:"oh...uhm...Uzobuyawhattimemaybe"

Him:"I'mnotsure,ndisandofikaapha"

Me:"ohk...isitfar"?

Him:"nondiseShisaNyamakooVince"

Me:"ohokay"

Him:"uzozangapha"

Me:"noI'lljustwaitforyou"

Him:"okay"



Me:"sharp"

Ihungupandwenttochillinmybrotherscar

listeningtomusic,thenIdecidedtojusttakeashort

drivetoanOlaoutletandboughtmyselfatwolitre

tubofchocolateandcaramelicecreamanda

plasticspoon:DIreturnedtotheparkinglotand

startedeatingobubumnandindizithengelebona...

Afteraboutcloseto30minutesndisityahecalled

Me:"mmmh"?

WellIhadamouthful̂_̂

Him:"sowbuyilekwilunch"

Me:"mme'we"

Damnthisthing:vifikeibandeworsewhenit

touchestheteeth



Him:"ohokay,sondithini"

Me:"cometoyourhouse"

Him:"okay"

HehungupIcontinuedeating...innominutesIsaw

hiscardrivingin.Heparkednexttome...mindyou,I

wasplayingmusicbutnotloud,mychairlaidback

forcomfortabilityreasonsandallmywindowsopen.
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Ilaymyheadontheheadrestandenjoyedthe

lingeringtastemeltingonmytongue.Ifeltashade

onmystomachandlookedup,hisheadwaspeeping

inmywindow,Igotupholdingthetubandwipingmy

lips

Me:"hi"

Him:"howlonghaveyoubeenwaiting"?



Me:"erh..."

Iwantedtolie...:v

Him:"erh"?

Me:''notforlong"

Hemovedndaphuma,Igavehimmybagandonly

carriedmytub,hesmeltofmeat:(but

akandiphathela.Unjaninaubabe?Heunlockedand

wewalkedinsideonebehindtheother,Isatonthe

couch,putmyfeetupandateupmyicecreamwhile

waitingformylifetimelecture...besendizixolisile

ketanabandizoshoutwaandmoveon.Lifedoesn't

endthereandbesides,nowthathe'sback,weneeded

togotothesonakalok.

Hereturnedandsatnexttome,hetookmyspoon

andateinsilence:)nottensionbutsilence.



Iturnedandfacedhim,mylegsendedonhislaps

Me:"okaylet'sgetthisoveranddonewith,

ndcel'xolo"

Him:"wenzenton"

Me:"idon'tknow...butjudgingfromhowyouscolded

methatday,itmustbebig"

Wandijongawahleka:(andshookhishead

Me:"o-kay...thatwentwell"

Him:"firstyouapologize,thenyoudon'tknowwhy

you'reapologizing"

Me:"butbabesupposebayithoughtthatcounts"

Him:"notapha...ifyouwannaapologize,urightbut

cacisawhyyou'reapologizing"

Me:"Iwasinconsiderateandselfish"

Him:"where?Andwhen"?



Me:"whileyouwereawayonbusiness"

Him:"and"?

Me:"andImissyou,somuch."

Him:"you'renotdoneapologizingkalokI'mstill

waitingtohearmore"

Me:"haibobaby"

Him:"I'mwaiting"

Ndakhendathicwaka...thewordsweretherebuti

pride?Ayivumitumanbamandizibikeukubarongo

kwamsoinsteadIjustwalkedoutandwenttothe

kitchenandfetchedmyownspoonbutwhenIcame

backIjustblabbered:/Idon'tevenknowifIwas

makinganysense...MaybeIwasn't,cozuvele

waphakamaandleftmerighttherewithmyjaw

hanging...Iwatchedhimgetinhiscaranddriveoff.

Jongandamathandamanzingomzuzu:oIsatdown

andfinishedmyicecreamndicingaawayofreally

showinghimI'msorrycoznowthathe'shereI



realizedhowIreallymissedhim.Bendimkhumbula

nyhanibutkeuzenzileakakhalelwaright?WhenI

haddonealotofthinking,Iswitchedoffmy

phones,forconcentrationIdon'tneeddisturbances,I

messedupneh?NowitstimeIfixedmymess,alone.

Ilookedthroughthecupboardsndabonaba

akhokutyaKuenoughaphacozIalwaysheardthata

waytoaman'sheartisthroughhisstomachsoI

tookmybagandwenttoLuu'scarthenIdrove

myselftotown...IhadlostallconfidencenowbutI

hadthemoststupidestdrivetojustdothisthing,try

tomendthingsandiftheydomend,Iwillhaveto

knowmyplacefromnowoncozkucacileandiyaz

indawoyamkulerelationship...That'shonestly

speakingnow.Ireachedthemallandstarted

shoppingforgroceryitemsthatIknewIwill

need,maybenotonlyfortonightbutthroughoutthe

weekendifandaliwangakekuleprocessndicinga

ukuyenza.WhenIwasdoneIreturnedbackhome...I

startedoffbycallingNelisa...kudalandimenzela

iifavorsnokoit'sabouttimeandincedenaye



Her:"hello"

Me:'hey,canwetalk"

Her:"yeahsurewhat'sup"

Me:"Iuhm...Ineedafavor.Butitsgottastay

betweenus"

Her:"thenyoucalledtherightperson"

Me:"IkindamessedthingsupsonowIwanna

amendem...Ineedtoknowndenzentoniforhimto

knowI'mtrulysorry"

Her:"bynowyoushouldknownottomessthingsup

withhimBUThe'snotveryfussy,cookhimameal

andpouroutyourheartandtears,he'llmeltlike

butteronhotbuns"

Me:"suggestionsonmeals"?

Her:"makeanythinghomelyandtraditional"

Me:"thankyou"

Her:"you'rewelcome...I'llpostezantonextweekneh"

Me:"noproblem,sharpkedear"



Her:"ciaobabe"

Ihungupandboiledwater,defrostedmuttonchops

solongandwentupstairstoremovethisdressand

worecottonshortsandavest...Ineededtobe

comfortablewhendoingthiscozithadtobeperfect

totheT.Ireturneddownstairsandstartedcooking

themeat,choppingthevegetablesanddoing

everythingelseIhadtodotomakethismuttonstew

andpap.Whenitwasdone,itsmeltdivineandtasted

evenbetter,Icleanedupandwenttoswitchonmy

phones...myfeetwerestartedtoswellup:(andaz

nobayipressureorsistressnawethubutIdidn't

reallycarecozIwasdoingsomethingrightfora

change.WhenIswitchedmyphoneson,therewas

nomessagewhatsoever:/Idecidedtotakea

bath,rubbedmyfeetandworeblacklacelingerie

thenIworeagownndangqengqacoztherewas

nothingelseIcoulddo.Pastsevenhayndancama

adcalledhimhaibondizolalandedwakomnyumzi

kengok?Khon'basekuthwaIdeservepunishment

akuthethwalena.



Him:"mh"

Me:"uhm...I'dliketoknowifthere'saslightchance

ofyoucominghome"

Him:"I'mstillbusy"

Me:"oh"

Hehungup:/wellItriednowdidn'tI?Ipluggedin

myheadsetsandlistenedtomusicuntilIfell

asleep...HalfwaythroughthenightItossedand

turned,openedmyeyesbuthissideofthebedwas

stilluntouchedsoIjustwenttothebathroom

ndabuyandahlalastillonthebed,soonI'mgonna

hearpeopleorrathercrackersboomingand

celebratingthesupposedlyhappynewyear,itsnot

likeIknowwherehewentanditsnotlikeIdidn't

knowwhathewasdoing,hewaspunishingmemos

icacileanyinthemostpainfulwaycozundibambe

ngentoayaziyobandiyay'thanda,ukuhoywane

attention.Ijustsattherewatchingthetime:'(likeit

wasonlyonehourleftbeforenewyearandIwasall



aloneendliniyomntuwhilehe'sBUSYpaintingthe

townred-_-withwhoeverhewaswith.

Him:"ulileni"?

Isnappedandlookedatthedoor:/whenthehelldid

hecomein?Andwashedrunk?Ilookedathim

andamphendulabutItouchedmyfaceandfelttears

nyhanindazosula.Hewalkedinandsatonthebed

Him:"yourstewsmellsnice,tasteevenbetter,thank

you"

Me:"sure"

Him:"getdressed,we'regoingovertothe

ShisaNyamaforthecrossingovercelebration"

Me:"IthinkI'llpass"

Him:"you'dratherstayherealone"?

Me:"myfeetarekindapainfulso,yeahI'dratherstay

herealone"



Hepulledmyfeettowardshimwazibonnayeba

zidumbileI'mnotsayingthiscozIwantattention,its

actuallytrue.

Him:"cummon,youwon'tstandforlong.Ipromise"

Okay...thiswasn'tthosemomentswhereIactually

enjoyedukucengwa.Nonotatall.SoIjustgotoff

thebedandsearchedforclotheswithoutsaying

anotherword,IworethesamedressIhadworn

earlierbutwithslippers:(that'sthebestIcoulddo...

Me:"done"

Him:"okay,wedon'treallyhavemuchtime"

Ifollowedhimandweleftinhiscar...thesightof

Vincentnjespoiledmymoment.
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WefoundatableandIsatdown,heleftme

engakhangeatshophofnobauyaphi...theplace

morethanfull,afewmomentslaterawaitresscame

tomyrescue

Her:"bhut'NtandosaysImusttakeyourorder"

Me:"I'mfinethanks"

Her:"you'resureyoudon'twantevenasoda"?

Me:"I'mcoolthanks"

Her:"alrightthen"

...sheleft.KwezauVincentjongaIsweartoGodif

ukhenjewathethaububhanxaI'mgonnalashouton

himashiyekeengazazinobaungubanwaphifuthi.

Him:"happynewyear,maybendingakuboniafterthe

clockstrikes"



Me:"thankyou"

Him:"awzoselanto"?

Me:"nondiseright"

Him:"ohokay,uhm,ubhut'willjoinyoushortly,there's

somethingIaskedhimtohelpouton"

Me:"sure"

Isatthereallaloneplayingwithmyphoneuntil

everyonegatheredandstartedthecountdown...uphi

uNtando?Can'ttholakalakesan.Whenwestruck1

andthefirecrackerswentoff,people

screamed,kissed,huggedandallofthat...Iwasjust

therestandingallalonewonderingwhyinheavendid

hetakemefromhomejusttoabandonmeinthe

midstofstrangers.IwalkedtowardswhereVince's

officeisandwalkedinslowlywithoutmakingany

noise,IcouldhearpeopletalkingbutIcouldn'tmake

outwhattheyweresaying.asIapproachedthe

roomIsawChloeandaskedherandiceleleuNtando,

nyhaniwaphumakweligumbibebengxolakulo



Me:"I'msorrytodisturbyou,butcelaistixosemoto"

Him:"ungandishiyiaphake"

Me:"won't"

Hegavemethecarkeysandreturnedtowherever

hecamefrom,Iwalkedout,tothelot,insidethecar

andjustsattherefeelingsorryformyselfbuthay

kodwashameuyakwaziubacruellomntu,andaphole

kwihead.TearstrickleddownasIrecalledhow

merryandjoyfulthosepeopleare...Itookhishoodie

fromthebackpassengerseatandworeit,atleastI'll

bewarmer.Kantikendiyendalalakulomeko:(

ApparentlyIlockedmyselfinsidethecarcozndimve

xabendikhwazabenkqonkqozanoVincebaIshould

openthedoors,Ijustrolleddownthewindowand

gavethemthekeyndaphindandazisongaonthat

backseatndalala.Hecamein,andazbenzanino

Vincebutbaphindabahambaleavingme

there...sometimelaterhecameinanddroveus

home.Theminutewehittheparkinglot,hecameout



andopenedmydoorcabauzondifunqula

mhlawumbi?Istretchedandgotout,walkingonmy

own.Helockedthecarandfollowed,openedthe

doorndangenaandwentstraighttobedashewent

towarmthefoodwatya.Iwascold,Irubbedmyfeet

againthenIswitchedontheheaterndangena

ezingubenindalalamntakadadayikhoenyindlela..

.andimaziuNtandonobaudewazolalanahcozke

whenIwokeuphissideofthebedwasindeed

messedupbuthewasn'tthere,Icouldsmellthe

freshscentofhiscolognebut...Icouldn'tseehim.It

waspast10whenIwokeup,Imadethebedand

openedthewindows,sweptandwenttomake

myselfbreakfast.Icurriedandfriedsomechicken

strips,ImadeGreeksaladandpouredthosestripsin

itwithThaisaladdressing,that'sallIwantedfor

breakfastIateitanwashedizityagqibakwam

ndabuyelaebhedini....ngqondozamkesanazavukwa

yimpambanovha!Isatup.Ranmyselfahotbath

andsoakedmyselfinforanhour...bythetimeI

cameoutIwasdeterminedtogohome,ngcoske

ndihlalendedwaekhayakalokkunobayihousewife

yenkani..engafunwayokwahousewifeleyo.Igot



dressedingreytights,blackvestanblackChucks

thenIpackedmythings...lockedindlukaNtandoand

headedtotheparkinglot,Ienteredmybrotherscar

andstartedit...WangenauNtando-_-playingjazz

emotweniyakhe...notjustanyjazzmntrinity

ongcwele,hewasplayinglaclassicjazzuyawze

uyivakwamakhelwaneutamkhuluwakhonaxaehleli

ecamkwendluamaneesithi:ngexeshalethuke

ntombam.

Heparkedrightnexttomeandgotout...

Him:"hey"

Me:"hi..yourkeys"

Him:"uyaphi"?

Me:"home"

Him:"buzond'xelelaninikengokifbendingafikanga"

Me:"Iwould'vecalledxandifikaendlini"

Hechuckledandlookedatme



Him:"awuyindawoS'bongile"

Iopenedmymouthtoprotestbuthiscoldlooksent

chillsdownmyspine.Ididn'tmoveaninch,Icouldn't

move,mybodywouldn'tmove.

Him:"getoutofthecarungeneendlini"

Me:"Ierhm,IhavetoreturnLuke'scar"

Him:"whenheneedsityou'llreturnit"

GqibawandishiyandikhamiseaphouNtando,Itook

myphonesandleftthebaginsidethecarmaking

sureIlockedalldoors,closedallwindows

ndamlandela.Fikaegqibezelaokwakutya

kwaphezoloIsatdownonthecouchandwaited

anxiously...Hecamebackandstartedeating,phole

ngekopwatyawagqibawayobekaisityaandcame

backdrinkingjuice



Him:''yourbrotherisintown"

Me:"mh"

Him:"they'llbeherelatertodaysoIneedyoutohelp

meorganizeafewsnacksforthem"

Me:"kay"

Hegavemehisbankcardandpin

Him:"buywhateveryouwillneed"

Me:"sure"

Itookthecardandattemptedtowalk

out...njengamntanauthunywayomos.

Him:"iforgottoask,how'syourfirstdayinthenew

year"?

Me:"ecstatic"



Him:"that'sgoodtohear"

IwalkedoutanddroveLuke'scartothefuelstation

andfilleditupngelicardlikeNtandothenIwentto

theshopsandboughtalotofthings,IwassoangryI

boughtmorethanIneeded,morethanIwilluse,I

evenwentfurtherontobuymyselfanewpairof

shoes,patentredbottomswithananklestrapgqiba

ndabuyelaendliniIkepttheshoeboxandotherstuff

thatIboughtformyselfinthecar...hewasinthat

sameposition,drinkingwhiskeyandbusyonhis

laptop.Iputthecardinfrontofhimandwentto

unpackthesethingsinthekitchen.
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WhenIwasdoneunpackingIstartedmakingsome

fingerfoodsandsnacksthatIknowhowtomake,I

pluggedhislaptopheadphoneskwiphoneyamand

playedsomegoodjamscozndiyabonaIshouldjust

acceptbaandiyindawotunamhlanje.Imademyself

aberrysmoothie:Dcontainingstrawberries,



blueberriesandraspberriesandsomeicecream

ndahlalaphakwihighstoolswatchingandwaiting

forthesesnackskuthwemandizenze.Iwasn't

complainingcozIwaseating:vanddrowningeach

bitewiththishealthyandsweetsmoothiesoifthis

wasindeedmypunishmenthaychamntakadadI

approve>_<verymuchfuthi.Oh,ndisahleliaphokeI

feltataponmyshoulderndabhekawandijonga,I

pausedumculonamndamjonga

Him:"uzondivanjanikengokwiththesethingson

yourears"

Me:"ndiyakuvathetha"

Him:"Guddaisallergictonuts,sowhateveryoudo

excludenuts"

Me:"bangaphiababantubezayo"

Him:"bonke"

Me:"awphendulimnakengok"

Him:"about25"

Me:"mmh"



Iplayedmymusicagain,Ithinkugqibilemosuthetha.

Ndisamamelenjaloheremovedthemcompletely

wazibekaonthetable

Me:"why"?

Him:"ndisathethafondinyoudoknowwhatyoujust

didisdisrespectful"

Me:"sorry"

Him:"you'renotsorry,suphosisaapha"

Me:"okayfine,ngew'velewatshokaloknotuzixuthe

justbecausethey'reyours"

Ndaphakamandakhuphaiimincepiesfromthe

oven...uthuleakathethikodwahesaidhe'sstill

talking:/njaninah?

Me:"whatelse"?



Him:"nothing"

Me:"butyoujustsaidyou'renotdonetalking"

Him:"utheninawasewahmoodyanddon'tblameit

onmyson"

Me:"really"?

Him:"reallynangoku"

Me:"hayndiyekemnaNtandondiphekeinpeacepls"

Him:"ndikuyeke?Hehsisiuzimamelekak'hle?

Rememberwhathappenedndikuyekilewayaemtata?

Youwentflippenswingingontreeslikeagooddamn

teenagerandwheredoesthatputmychild"?

Me:"huh"?

Him:"Ispentafewweeksoutofthecountryandyou

goAWOL,ndothethandibarongosoI'msupposedto

shutuplikeanidiot?Undenzaisbhanxasakhomos"

Me:"ohfinallyyoudecidetotalkaboutitinsteadof

neglectingmeforthewholenight?gooood!Very

goodNtando,goon.Talkitalloutmntakabhuti"

Him:"sund'qhelakakubikeplscozwebothknowyou



werewrong,butyou'resomekindofaprincess

awxelelwantowenangokuuzaziyobaurongo"

Me:"areyoudone"?

Him:"noI'mnotdoneactually,mamelaandyoubetter

takeaseatjusttomakesureumamelekak'hle,

ayizophindayenzekeleshityenzekekuloDecember.

Neveragain"

ItooktraysandwipedthemcleansinceIplannedto

usethemforthesnacks...Istartedwiththestuffed

roastedpotatoes,sweetchickenkebabs,mincepies

...hewasstilltalking,Idon'tknowhowmanytimes

hecalledmynameokondithulendenzalentoebethe

mandiyenzeqha

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"mmhyhofondinuyandibizakodwa"

Him:"sudikwavumaxaurongo"

Me:"dude,Iknowiwaswrongokay,Iapologized

izolo"



Him:"isthatyouideaofanapology"

Me:"ohcummon,Ievencookedamealforyouasa

wayofshowingyouhowsorryIam.Wenawenzani?

Abandonedmehalfthenight"

Him:"ha,aha,adon'tshiftblamehereokay,Icame

backforyou"

Me:"camebackforme?Ohwait,youcametofetch

mesiyeeShisaNyamakaneneandthenwhat

happenedthere?"

Him:"whathappened"?

Me:"ndifunauvangawekalok,you'retheonewho

tookmethereinthefirstplace,phofundikhupha

ezingubeni"

Him:"Ididn'twantyoutoenterthenewyearuhleli

wedwaokay,nangokukeyouhadfun,youwere

surroundedbypeople"

Me:"hadfun?Withgoddamstrangers?Yhoheeethis

isafirst"

Him:"that'snotthepoint...pointis-"

Me:"you'vemadeyoupointclear,infactcrystalclear.



Iamsorryonceagain.Ndikuvile.Nowcanwemove

on?Likethisissoboringnow"

Him:"thatattitude"

Me:"yhohayandiyazkeufunandithini"

Him:"ndifunauzithobe,Ihavetoseeinyouractions

thatyou'rereallysorry,wordsareneverenough"

Me:"ohsothis...thisthingI'mdoingnowdoesn't

count"?

Him:"Iaskedyoutodoit"

Me:"Icould'vesaidno,youcan'tforceme"

Him:"Iknow"

Me:"mxmyouknowwhat,fine"

Waphuma...IcontinueddoingwhatIwasdoing,I

marinatedporkandbeefthengrilledit...alotofit.

ImadesureI'vedoneeverythingthatneedstobe

doneandtotheperfectpoint,thisismyreputation



afterall:vIkeptsomeinthewarmerndaklinaogqiba

kwamkwakhalaumoya,Iwenttothebedroomand

madesureeverythingwasstillinorderthenIwalked

downstairswabekaphantsinalophoneebethetha

kuyo...suspicious:/butIwasn'tinthemood.

Me:"I'mdone"

Him:"sure"

Me:"andI'mgoinghome"

Him:"IthinkImadeitclearearlierbaawuyindawo

S'bongilenowpls,IhaveimporrantthingsIneedto

attendtobeforemyguestsarrive"

Me:"somnandithini?Sitaroundanddonothing

whileyou'llbebusyentertainingyourguests"?

Him:"youcanjoinus,you'rewelcome"

Me:"Idon'twanttojoiny'all...Ineedtogohomenow

cummon"

Him:"ungxameleuyohlalawedwa"

Me:"pleaseNtando"



Him:"ndiyabuzaungxameleuyohlalawedwa"

Me:"honestly?I'dratherbealoneekhayarightnow"

Wathula...Okayke,Itookmysecondphoneand

walkedoutthedoor.Ireachedthecar,gotinand

closedthedoor...andbreathed.Thisissotiring

though:(aren'trelationshipssupposedtobelike

thoseinTV?Allsweetandlovingnah?Mxmthese

peoplearesellingusfongkonginformationIswear.
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Istartedthecaranddrovemyselfhome,fikauLuke

engekhoIdranktwoPanadocapsules,removedmy

shoesandslouchedonthecouch,switchedonthe

TVndabukelaOopopayi...

Hecalled:(yhountandodoesn'tknowthatIdon't

likequarrelingwithhim...notevenonebit

Me:"hello"



Him:"soumnkenyhani"

Me:"ndikuxelelenjena"

Him:"ugqithengaphakwalentondiyithethayowenza

leufunwanguwe"

Ndathula...ngokubesendingayaznerongoneright

intoendiyenzayostrubuthonestlyIcouldn'tstayat

hishousewhilehispeoplewerecoming,mybrother?

HaibonobaI'mpregnantumntanakaNtandothat

doesn'tmakemehiswife,therearethoselittlethings

Istillregardasdisrespectfulxandinozenzaphambi

koMarciworsekengokbandimgqibelelastyear

beforeXmasxaezondibonasendiyihousewifeye

bossyakhe?

Him:"ndiyathetha"

Me:"Ntandopls,Iamtiredoffighting,arguingand

quarrelingwithyou"

Him:"buyake"

Me:"andizokwaz"



Him:"awufuniorawuzokwazi"

Me:"ndizobuyaNtandowhenyou'reguestsare

gone,notnow"

Him:"ubalekantoni"

Me:"I'mnotrunningawayfromanythingIjustneed

timealone,Ineedtobreathnotsuffocatingmyselfin

anunhealthyenvironment"

Him:"kay,dowhateverpleasesyou"

Me:"sure"

Ihungupngokwamkengok...ohhayngcono

sixabanewhokebutIknownyhaniIwouldn'tsurvive

kwindawoenabobonke...MyekeuMarcusaside.I

gotupandmademyselfasandwich,Iwasn'thungry

Iwasboredofdoingnothing.Ndatyafuthindalala

onthecouch.IsleptforsometimethenIheard

musicplaying,IopenedmyeyesandsawLuke's

smile

Him:"happynewyear"



Me:"thesameIwishtoyou"

Isatupandwehugged...thenIfeltsomethinglikea

nudgeinmyabdomenIkindashriekednjekancinci

butobviouslyhenoticed

Him:"whatisit"

Me:"uhm...justaLilpainhere"

Him:"isitinthestomachorwhat"

Me:"lowerabdomen"

Him:"weneedtogoseeadoctor"

Me:"noneed...I'llbefine"

Him:"whatifitstherestartofthoseuterusbleedings

youoncehand?Andyou'repregnantthistime

aroundwecan'taffordtorisk"

Me:"LuuIjustneedtorestthat'sall"

Him:"I'mnottakingnoforananswer,I'mtakingyou

tothedoctorthat'sfinal"



-_-Iwenttowearslippersndabuyasahamba..Well

whateveritwas,itwaspainfulingathindenzadizzy

kwalaphaentloko.HedrovethecarIhadwithme

andtookmetothedoctorandwewerethesecond

patientssosakhesafola.Myheadwasagainstthe

wall...breathingslowlykhubonewhenyou'retrying

yourowntechniquestonumbthepain?Yeah

intwezinjaloke.Thenitwasourturn,wewentin,the

doctordidalotoftests,frombloodtourinethen

wasishiyaforafewminutes

Him:"how'sthepain"

Me:"aLilnumb"

Him:"didyoudrinklastnight"

Me:"no,Ididn'ttouchathing"

WellLukemightbethelivefreetyp'abrotherbut

whenhecares,hecaresthemostevenmorethan

Marcus.Thedoctorreturned...



Luu:"isthebabyfine"?

Doc:"yesasfarasIcansee,butwe'llneedtodoa

sonartobequitesure"

Lukelookedatme...Iwasn'tgonnahaveasonar

withoutNtandoher:/ndingabekantindiqalaolunye

udushemntakadad.

Me:"whatcausedthepains"

Him:"you'reveryhealthyMissSmith,butyour

hypertensionandstresslevelsareveryhighandthat

couldcauseyoutoloosethisfetus"

Me:"youmeanI'mhypertension?Likehighblood

pressureorsomething"?

Him:"itsnormalforapregnantwoman,butitdoesn't

havetobetreatedifyoutakecareofyourselfvery

well.Trytalking,don'tbottlethingsup..you'reina



verycriticalstageofpregnancyanythingispossible"

Me:"oh-kay"

Him:"Ineedyoutobookinforasonarsothatwecan

seehowhealthythefetusis,thenwe'lltakeitfrom

there"

Luu:"sothepains"?

Him:"Igavehermedicationandsleepingtabletsthat

willhelpherrelax,thepainwillsubsidesoon,its

nothingmajorbutifleftunattendedtheycould

causefataldamage"

Luu:"okay,sowheredowebook"?

Him:"mysecretarysir"

Luu:"thankyoudoc"

Igotoffthebed,tookmymedsandfollowedLukeas

hewenttopayatthesecretary'sdeskandbooked

again.Ilefthimthereandwenttothecar-_-I'm

gettingtiredalready,yintoyaniniIninemonths?Mxm.

Intozohambauzifakaezintweni...hayimaginehigh

bloodpressure?HowoldamInah?Lukecamein



anddroveustoMcDonald'sandheboughtmea

chocolateMcFlurryyenawatyaachickenburger...In

afewminutesIsawMarcuswalkinginyhohaike:(

Me:"ohnoyoudidn't"

Him:"hehasarighttoknow"

Me:"ohcummonLuu,really"?

WathicwakaunyanakaSmith,Marcapproachedus

andaskedawaitertobringhimwhatLukeiseating

gqibawahlalaphantsi

Him:"middag"

Us:"hi"

Him:"howyoufeeling"?

Me:"goodyou"?

Him:"I'mgood,whatdidthedoctorsay"?



Ndathula...loebembizilemakamphendule

Luu:"hesaysitsnothingmajorbutsheneedstotalk

more"

Him:"meaningyou'restressedout"

Me:"I'mnotstressedthough"

Luu:"andherbloodpressureistoohigh"

Him:"soyougotmedication"

Me:"yes"

Wakhewathicwaka...

Him:"don'tyouwannacomefinishoftheholidayin

CapeTown"?

Me:"why"?

Him:"Icouldtakeyoutoseemomanddad,maybe

you'llbeokayafteryou'veseenthem"

Me:"oh"



Him:"thinkaboutitokay,I'llbehereuntilMonday"

Me:"okay,thanks"

Wechangedthesubjectandchattedaboutrandom

stuff...maybeifIseemomandadndizobaright

nyhani:obutI'mnotstressednjena...amInot

supposedtoknowxandinestress?
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Whenweweredone,allthreeofusheadedhome.

OnlythendidIrealizeIhadleftmyphonebehind,I

checkedmissedcalls:/wellIwasn'tgonnacall

Ntandosiphindesixabane,likeI'vehadenoughof

thatforonedayokay.IjustreturnedekaKuhle

beforecallingbackuSosonoEve...hisphonehalf-

rangwabeseybamba

Him:"Mfazikabhuti,unjani"

Me:"I'mgreathowareyou"



Him:"I'mgreat,wasjustcheckingonyousinceIlast

sawyoulastyear"

:)

Me:"thankyousir"

Him:"whenlastdidyouseemybrother"

Me:"erh,earliertoday"

Him:"oh,IthoughtIwasgonnaseeyouwithlast

night"

Me:"oh,where"

Him:"attheShisaNyama"

Me:"youwerethere"?

Him:"yeah,buthopefullyI'llseeyoutodayathiscrib"

Me:"uhm,actuallyno.I'mathome"

Him:"you'renotcomingtothelatelunchhe's

hosting"?

Me:"no"

Him:"lookiknowitsnoneofmybusinessbutuhm,is

everythingokay"?



Me:"yeah,I'mjusttired...nothingmore"

Him:"oh-kay.IkindainvitedSosokeandhewasalso

hopingtoseeyouaswell"

Me:"xanigqibilekalokyoucancallI'llgiveyou

directionstomyhouse"

Him:"okaykehaveablessedday"

Me:"thanks,enjoyyourlunch"

Him:"thankyou"

MmmhsolaroomthatNtandowasin,lebebengxola

kuyowhenIwenttofetchthecarkeys,OoKuhle

bebephaya?Abonwabesana...IcalledSoso,naye

kubaebendifounele

Him:"awsadiki"

Me:"andiyosecretarykalokandzohlalacamkwa

phoneoko"

Him:"unjani"



Me:"ndisesharpwena"

Him:"I'mexcited,yourbrothers-in-lawinvitedmeto

somelatelunchyourmanishostingincelebration

ofenteringthenewyear"

Me:"IjustheardfromKay"

Him:"youdidn'tknow"?

Me:"Iknewthere'slunchbutIdidn'tknowwhoand

whoiscoming"

Him:"oooh,sohow'smygodsondoing"?

Me:"she'sdoingprettywell...growingthatis"

Him:"mmh,can'twaittoseey'all"

Me:"neithercanwe,zukheunganxilikeSoso"

Him:"mna?Haybraandiyojunkieman"

Ndamhleka:v:v

Him:"hayfuthiuyandilibazisa...seeyoulater"

Me:"sharp"



:)wellthelastpersonhastobeEvelynSmithcoz

akadinwakuthethauyafananjenoSosobutwhenI

calledherherphonerangaloneandtookmeto

voicemail,Itriedtwomoretimesandgaveup

ndabekaiphoneyamphantsiandcuddledmyselfon

thecouchwatchingsomecrimedocumentarythat

Marcuswaswatching.

Okaythepillsmusthavebeentakingtheirtollonme

cozIfellasleeponthatcouch,waswokenupby

MarcandIwentupstairsndayolalakhona,he

followedandsatnearmyfeet

Him:"doeyourboyfriendknow"?

Me:"boutwhat"?

Him:"doctor'strip"

Me:"no,andhedoesn'tneedtoknow"

Him:"buthedeservestoknow,he'sthefatherofthat

child"



Me:"Iknowthat"

Him:"thentellhim"

Me:"pleaseMarc,canwejustdropthisconversation"

Him:"youknowhe'llneverforgiveyouifsomething

happenedtothechildright"

Me:"nothingisgonnahappentomychild"

Hesighedandgotout,Iwokeupandclosedmydoor

lockingitgqibandalalawithheadsetsonplaying

classicsoundtosmoothlytakemetothongoland

andtheysurelydid.

-

Iwaslaterwokenupbyacall...Ihadnochoicebut

totakeit,cozobububhanxabeiPhoneautomatically

stoppedthemusicandtookthecallndivangezwi

likaNtandongoku



Him:"hehS'bongile"

Me:"hm"

Him:"haiboyintonngokkuninindthetha"

Me:"sorrykhangendikuve"

Him:"khangeundive?Thenhowdoyouexplain

pickingupthecallkantiawundiva"

Me:"izcofilelephone"

Him:"andyouexpectmetobelievethat"

Me:"no"

Hesighed...Iwaited,andmyfearwasthatifhe

doesn'ttalk,ndizolalawhilehe'sontheotherendof

theline

Him:"areyousleeping"

Me:"was"

Him:"goodthinguvukile,Ineedyoutodomeafavor"

Me:"andizokwazi"



Him:"butyoudon'tknowwhat'sthefavor"

Nowwasmyturntosigh...

Him:"IneedyoutogohelpoutuLibonoChloe,they

needextrahandsandVincewon'tbearoundfor

abouttwohours,butyoucanleaveobuyakwakhe"

Me:"likeIsaid,Ican't"

Him:"cummonbabeman"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"itsjusttwohoursqhathenuzobuyauphinde

ulale"

Me:"kantibaqheleukwenzanjani"?

Him:"andiyazkalokmnayou'retheonlyoptionI

have"

Me:"hayandizokwazshamesorry"

Him:"why"



Ndathula...

Him:"soyouwon'thelpoutjustfornoreason?

Really"?

Me:"Ihavereason,butndiyakucelafindsomeone

else"

Him:"what'syourreason"?

Me:"please,justfindsomeoneelse"

Him:"khandipheinumberkaEve"

Icalleditout,herepeateditandhungup.Ndasole

ndivukaIcouldn'thelpOoLibobasedonmany

reasonsbesidesleyobaI'mnotfeelingwell...oko

kuqalaasizofriends,neh?Ndiyiledisturbancekalok

kwirelationshipyabosoweendedthefriendship

andcutallties,theonlyvisibleisNtandoonlyonthe

familyside,notbecausehe'stheirboss.Nowhowis

itpossiblebabafuneuncedwa?Ndimofallpeople?

Can'tdo.Secondly,myfeethadn'treallyrested,Iwas

onmyfeetsincethetimeIwokeupandtheywere



reallypuffedup,plusthemedicationthedoc

prescribedformewasworkingsoIcouldn'trisk

uyowelangaaaphakudeIneededtoallowittowork

throughwithoutdistractionswhatsoever.
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MyguesswashispartyorlunchseyiqalilecozI

couldhearloudvoicesonhisbackground...Iwent

downstairstocooksupperformnanoLukecozlo

unguMarcusobviouslyuzotyaphaya.Iroastedlamb

andmadechakalakaandpap.ItwasquitelatesoI

lockedthedoorsandclosedallwindows,made

myselfcoffeendahlalandabukelaseriesye

Vampiresonmylaptop.Marccalled...ingath

uzandizaentlokokelo

Me:"hi"

Him:"youstillokay"?

Me:"yesthanks"

Him:"isLuubackyet"?



Me:"no"

Him:"you'resureyou'reokay"

Me:"yesMarcI'mfine"

Him:"callifyouneedanything"

Me:"Iwill,areyousleepinghere"?

Him:"yes...butIthinkyou'llbefastasleepwhenI

return"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"remembertotakeyourmedicationandrest,I'll

justcheckuponLuuandfindoutwhereheis"

IheardNtandoonthebackground...

Me:"everythingokay"?

Him:"yeahuhm,Igottago"

Me:"okay"



Hehungup...thenitstruckme,Ntandomusthave

heardngokuuMarcathethangemeds:oifhe

did,thenI'mindeepshit.

PasteightSihlecalledmeIwaseatingsupperinmy

room,inmyPJs

Me:"Sihle"

Him:"hey,usharp"

Me:"yeahwena"

Him:"I'mgood...plssendustheGPScoordinatesto

yourhouse"

Me:"okay"

Thenwehungup...Isentthemthecoordinates

ndaqhubekekandatya,afteracoupleofminutesthey

calledsayingIshouldopenthegateIwentdownand

openedforthem.SurprisesmecozuNtando

ndavelandavukasêkhonaphendlini:/ormaybe

wavulelwanguLukeke?AnywaytheydroveinandI

unlockedthedoorbangenalookingdapperand



obviouslysmellingormeatandbooze,Iledthemto

theloungesahlalapha...mymedswereonthecoffee

table-_-Itookthemndayozibekaeroomin,Kuhlehad

hiseyeonme,mxm,Icameback.

Soso:"sothisiswhereyou'rehidingyourself,you

livinglikeaprincessthough"

Me:"ohSoso"

Soso:"nyhani...baphiobhutibakho"

Iheardthegateopen...

Me:"thatmustbeoneofthem,howwaslunch"

Sihle:"Igottagiveittoyou,uyaphekamntanomntu"

Kuhle:"whaohwaitup,SHEcooked"?

Sihle:"wellthat'swhatthebigguysaid"

Soso:"heee!Nambendingazi,yououtdidyourself

ntwanayam"



Me:"well...thankyouguys"

Sihle:"sowhydidn'tyoujoinus"?

Me:"Iuhm,Ihadsomeotherstufftodo"

Soso:"mmmhIsee"

Sihle:"mmh.hmnamngathiIseentwana"

LolIjustlaughedattheirsilliness:v:vLuuwalkedin

Him:"eveninggents"

Us:"hello"

Me:"uhmguys,canIofferyouanything"?

Kuhle:"juicepls"

Soso:"doyouhaveanythingstronger"?

Sihle:"I'mwithSosoonthatone"

:vIlookedatLuuandwalkedtothekitchenndabuya

nejuiceforKayndamnikaandsatdownwithmy



ownzandijongaezi

Me:"Luu"

Him:"babygirl"

Me:"yourfoodisintheoven"

Him:"okay...Gents,yousayyouwantsomething

stronger"

Sihle:"youhave"?

Him:"nobutI'mjustwonderingwhyyouwouldleave

afullyloadedpartythroat-dry"

Soso:"thepartyisfarfromover,butsincewe

promisedthisladywe'regonnacomearound,wehad

toleave"

Him:"mmh,nowlemmeeatupthenwe'llhittheroad"

Sihle:"there'senoughfoodthere,let'sgo"

Him:"nope,youseethatprettyface?Itcantransform

veryfast...Idon'twannabethecause"

:vnyhani?



Hetookhisfoodandateup,Kuhlewasconstantlyon

hisphoneandevenmorequite...unlikethesetwo.I

heardoneofmyphoneringingfromupstairs

ndabashiyaandwentupndafikainaeightmissed

callsIjustsattherethinking...shouldIcallhimback?

ShouldInot?Wafounangokwakhe

Me:"mmlow"

Him:"what'sgoingonwithyourphones"

Me:"nothing"

Him:"kuninindikufounela"

Me:"kungonandizbonayomissedcallszakho"

Him:"usezobuya"?

Me:"nottoday"

Him:"ngoba"?

Me:"isyourlunchout"?

Him:"notyet"



Me:"thenI'mnotcoming"

Him:"ndiyabuzakalokngoba"

Me:"becauseIneedtorest,inaacalmenvironment.

KwakhokuyangxolwaIcanevenhearyour

background"

Him:"okay...goodnight"

Me:"night"

Ijustshookmyheadandwentbackdownstairs...

Theguyswereleaving,theyallhuggedmeandLuke

tookmeaside.

Him:"youokaybeingalonerightnow"?

Me:"gooutandhavefun"

Him:"okay,comehere,calmeanytimeI'llcomeback"

Me:"okay"

Wehuggedbaphuma...Kuhlestayedbehindesela



amanzi,IwaitedforhimtotalkcozIwassurethere

wassomethinghewantedtosay...heturnedtoleave

thenstopped

Him:"areyousureyou'reokay"?

Me:"yep"

Him:"themeds"

Me:"whataboutthem"

Him:"they'redatedtoday"

Me:"Iknow..."

Hesighed...tryingtogettherightwords.

Him:"youknowyoucantalktome,rightabout

anything"

Me:"there'snothingtotalkabout,but,I'llkeepthatin

mind"

Him:"okay,sharp"



Me:"enjoythenight"

Theyleft...Ilockedandjustslouchedthere...Hahaha

mxm,IswearifIwasn'tpregnantIwouldn'tbefound

inthishouse,Iswear.
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Iswitchedofalllightsandwenttobed...thenI

receivedacallfromAnelisa

Me:"hi"

Her:"hopeIdidn'twakeyou"

Me:"nobutIwasabouttosleep"

Her:"okayIwon'tbelong"

Me:"oh-kay"

Her:"Ijustwantedtoofferyousomefriendlyadvice"

Me:"regarding"?

Her:"yourrelationship,afterlacallIrealizedthatyou



reallyareinlovewithhimBUTyoumustbecareful"

Me:"careful,ofwhat"?

Her:"peoplelikeme...that'sjustanexample,butke.

Thingis,whileIwaswithhimImadethebiggest

mistakethatIlivedtoregretbutintimegottenover"

Me:"whichis"?

Her:"trustinghisex...neverdothat"

Me:"evenyou"?

Her:"evenme,exescanbejealousandcruel

especiallyifyouseemhappyinyourrelationship"

Me:"wow...thanksfortheadviceIguess"

Her:"you'rewelcome,happynewyear"

Me:"youtoo"

Thenwehungup...erh...thatwasunexpectedbut

valuableIshouldsay.Isearchedformybigcuddle

teddŷ_̂andcuddledinitscomfyfurcozIwasfar

awayfromsleeping,bendingozelionebit.



Itookmylaptopandwatchedmovieswhilein

bed,halfwayIwentdownstairsandtooksomefood

tonibbleon...past12rightaftermidnightIfellasleep

stillwatching.

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupandthehousewas

abuzzwithnoise,Ididn'twakeupbecauseIwanted

to,ha.andivusweyingxolofromloudghettomusicto

voice,laughing,screaming,chattingandothers

singing/rappingalong-_-Igrabbedmygown,wore

slippersandwentdownstairsonlytofindthelounge

floodedbyhalfNtando'screwwiththeirgirlfriends

orwivesormistresseslazingthere...Havinga

massivebreakfastfeast.Ijustgreetedandwent

throughtothekitchenfikakukhouLukeandsome

thatIdidn'treallyknow:/IthinkngababaseDurban

Me:"morning"

Them:"morning"

1guy:"Lukasmybroer,youdidn'tmentionyouhave

suchabeautifulroseinyourgarden"



Thestenchofalcohol:'(ndakhonyulukaspeed...I

passedhimandopenedthefridge.Therewasno

milk.Okay.Iopenedthecupboardlookingforanyof

mycerealsnehatleastzonandiyazazizikhona,ibuy

twoboxesamonthbetweenSpecialKandAllBran

andlastmonth?ThewholeDecemberIwasinEast

Londonsondisurezikhona...whenIopenedthe

cupboardkwakhointoethiImustlookatthebin:'(I

sawthecerealboxndatyhafaforreal...Ilookedat

Luke...thatquizzicallook

Him:"erh...We'llbuygrocerieslatertoday"

Me:"great"

Him:"butyoucanhav-"

Iwasalreadyonmyfourthstooptomybedroom...I

tookmytimeyouknow,openedthewindows,made

mybed,cleanedupandwenttobath.AfterbathingI

couldn'treallytakethemedsonanemptystomach

nowcanI?Ijustsearchedforsomethingbeautifulto

brightenupmygloomydayandaddlifetomydead



mood...Ifoundyellowhighwaistshorts...not

bumshortskindashorts,butthey'reveryshort

too,matchedthemupwithabluepeplumtopthathe

lacethewholeback,Iworeblueplatformheelsand

tookayellowishandgoldclutchbag.Myhairhad

thatwavyfeelafterlalunchwithLuke'swomansoI

justusedhairsprayandabigcombtoenhancethe

curls...putongoodperfume,lookedmyselfinthe

mirrorandsmiled:)Ifeelbeautifulnyhani,

ndaphumamakingsureIhavebothmyphonesand

walletwithme.ImmediatelyasIsetfootonthe

ground,MarcappearedwithLuke

Marc:"Ididn'tknowyou'regoingout"

Me:"I'llletyouknownexttime"

Luu:''anywherespecific"

Me:"Maponyamall,SandtonCity...Idon'tknow"

Luu:"I'msorryaboutyourcereals"

Me:"itsjustfood,don'tbesorry.Ihavetogo,enjoy

whateverthatis"



Marc:"enjoywhateveritisyou'regoingtodo"

Me:"Iplanto"

SeconddayintotheyearandIwasfeelinglikeits

Xmas,Iwashappy,content,free,light,optimistic,

alive...Icouldgoon.ItookkeystotheGTiand

walkedout,asIreachedtheparkinglot...fourblack

carswereparking,Ireleasedalongbreathand

collectedmyconfidencecozjustthesightofthese

carsdrainedme.Ipretendednottoseeanyof

them,openedtheGTiandwasabouttogoinwhena

familiarvoicespokeupndabandaumqolowonke...

Him:"youlookbeautiful"

Me:"thanks"

Igotinthecarandclosedthedoor...hecameand

leanedagainstthecar



Him:"goingoutsoearlyinthemorning"

Me:"earlybirdcatchesthemostworms"

Him:"mh,IwashopingIcouldtalktoyouinprivate"

Me:"isn'tthisprivateenoughforyou"

Him:"ndonqenanokubambezelakalok"

Me:"ohokay"

Him:"socanyoumakeachancelater"

Me:"ifthisisaboutgoingtoyourplace,helpingoLibo

againorgoingshoppingandcookingforyourfriends

oremployeeswhatevertheyaretoyouIamsorry

Z'khaliandizokwazi"

Him:"no,itsaboutus"

Me:"us"?

Him:"Idon'tlikehowthingsarebetweenus...butlike

Isaid,Idon'twannakeepyou.Justmaketimethen

we'lltalkthingsthrough"

Me:"ayt"



Istartedmycaranddroveoff...Ineededbreakfast

very,fastcozmystomachwaschurningoutandaz

whycozndilelendihluthikak'hlemos.
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IreachedWimpyandorderedbreakfastformyself,I

sattherewishingIcouldreversethetime...makeall

thewrongs,right.Sosocalledme

Me:"Titus"

Him:"uphinah,I'matyourcribkuthwauhambile"

Me:"sazikhuphile"

Him:"withoutme?You'renotafriendkanjan"

Me:"you'reonlysayingthatcozyoufoundnew

friends"

Him:"mxmfriendtellmewhereyouareman"

Me:"I'mhavingbreakfastintown"

Him:"oooh,maybeyou'llbumponKuhlehe'salsoin



town"

Me:"Ihopenot"

Him:"whydoIgetafeelingyou'reavoidingus"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"babe"

Ndathicwaka...YhoIcouldn'tholditinanylonger.I

wascarryingthisanger,thisnonsensicalburdenfor

solongitwasweighingmedownnyhaniandI

couldn'thaveseenitcoming...thoughIplayedso

muchpartincausingit.IknowIsoundstupidright

now:/

Him:"Tee"

Me:"khayekeSoso"

Him:"I'mcoming"

Me:"don't,ndizobuyasithethe"



Hehungup...IknewSosouzozaaphaforrealeven

thoughIdidn'ttellhimndiphi,heknowssiqheleutya

ewimpyIbreakfast,ndiqheliswenguyekefuthnalo

Wimpy.Iateupmymealcountingtheminutes

beforeafike....

Him:"Iknewyou'dbehere"

Me:"shouldIorderforyou"?

Him:"please"

IgotupandorderedforhimthesamethingIwas

eatingthenIreturnedtothetable,hewasdrinking

mycoffee

Me:"sowhat'sup"

Him:"I'mworriedaboutyou"

Me:"ndigrandmanSoso,IseewonwabileeJo'burg"

Him:"yourmanisagoodhost"



Me:"Iknow"

Him:"sotellmewhat'seatingyou"

Hisfoodcamethroughndathathaeyakheikofuand

continuedeating,akatyawandijonga,nowIwas

uncomfortable,Ireallyhadnochoicebuttotalkright

now

Him:"I'mnoteatinguntilyoutellmewhat'sgoingon"

Me:"wehadafight"

Him:"didhebeatyouup"?

Me:"notaphysicalone,verbal"

Him:"whendiditstart"

Me:"thatdaywhenwewenttothewaterfall,Isent

himapicandhegotfurious,wellIdidn'treally

understandthencozIwasjustsharingmy

excitementwithhim"

Him:"hegotfuriousbecauseofwhatyoudid"?



Me:"inmyapparent'condition'kalokI'mendangering

thebaby,forinstancebabendiwileIwouldhavelost

thebabyinstantly"

Him:"ooh,sodidyouapologizeke"

Me:"notimmediately,butIdid,Iguessitwastoolate

kecozthere'sstillsometensionbetweenus"

Him:"yho,stressingisnotgoodforyou"

Me:"Iknow,that'swhyIcouldn'tspendtheNew

Yearslunchwithy'all"

Him:"wherewereyouonthenewyearsEve"

Me:"wewenttotheShisaNyama"

Him:"butIdidn'tseeyou,ubundawni"

Me:"youwerethere?Ohkanene,benikularoom"

Him:"soyoutrynatellmeheleftyouallalonepha

phandleyenawahlalanathi?Haibothat'scruel"

Me:"IdeserveitwethuSoso"

Him:"hayfondin,worseyouevencookedlalunch?

Kodwaanithethi"



Me:"itwasmyownwayofapologizingkalokbutto

noavail"

Him:"ngxakiyakhokeyipride"

Me:"butSoso"

Him:"andIlearnedthatheisaboss...everywhere,so

akukhoLulanakuyetosubmit"

Ikeptquiet...

Him:"thepills"

Me:"Kuhle"

Him:"noIalsosawthemonthetable"

Me:"IhadsomestrangepainsesiswinisoLuutook

metothedoctor"

Him:"kwathiwani"

Me:"stressandbloodpressure"

Him:"uzofakelomntanaTrinaandthatniqqawon't

justfightverballywithyou,he'llBeastyoutoapulp"



Me:"don'texaggerateman"

Wandijongawahleka...Wasogqibawatyaakaphinda

athethe.Weatefinishndalindakuyekebasithini

sincehe'stheonewhofollowedmendizihambela.I

paidforourbreakfastsaphuma

Me:"uzengantoni"?

Him:"Kuhledroppedmeoff"

Me:"masambeke"

Wegotinthecar,Idroveustothecitymall...Retail

therapynevergoeswrong.

Him:"siyaphikengoksisi"

Me:"shopping"

Him:"mnandiyaphiI'mbrokeasfuck"

Me:"you'reheartocarrymybagssweety,andithi



nana?UncleSosowillcarrymommy'sbags"

Wahleka...Wewentshopping,Iwasfinishingoffmy

lastyearscents.

Whenwegottired,wewenttohavesomelightsnack

ofseafoodonourwaybackIgrabbedastrawberry

shake,gavehimthecarkeysandthenheaded

home...whenwereachedtheparkinglot,therewas

practicallynospaceItoldhimtogoparkinthe

backyardcozwedidn'thaveanyoptionsxakugcwele

nakwifrontyard.Hehelpedmewithmybagsand

walkedmeinsidethehouse-_-kugcwelekanjani

kulendlu?Evenoutsidemtchanamcabanjeng'baI

partybebeyiqalekwaNtandoizolotoday

bazolwenzaIafterpartyapha.Sosofollowedmeto

myroom,Iremovedmyshoesandwore

slippers,drankmymedsandunpackedashe

returneddownstairs...Luuwalkedin

Me:"sup"



Him:"wehaveasmallproblem"

Me:"we"?

Him:"theseguysyousee...thisisonlythreequarters

ofthem,there'sstillmorecoming"

Me:"asin,cominghere?Like,today"?

Henod...Icouldn'tbelieveit.Butyindluyakhe:/but

thenagainsincewhendoesheentertainthesekinda

people?Ohwait,sincehe'sMarc'sbother.Mxm.

Him:"IcanarrangewithSiveifthenoisebecomes

toomuchoryoufeeluncomfortablearoundthem"

Me:"mmh,don'tworryaboutit"

Him:"butyouheardwhatthedoctorsaid"

Me:"I'llfindaway,don'tbotheryourwifetobeokay"

Him:"okay,justletmeknowwhateveryouconclude

on"

Me:"willdo"



Helookedatmyfullbedandlaughedashewalked

out...inaweekortwowe'llberegisteringforschool

againsohecan'treallyblameagirlforwantinga

newwardrobeneh:D.Itookmybagandpacked

PJs,toiletries,changingclothesandmylaptop...some

thingsthatIwassureI'mgonnaneedwhenI'mnot

here,includingamayezanepillszam.ThenIcalled

Ntando...

Him:"hi"

Me:"ndcelauxoloifndiyakuphazamisa"

Him:'nosweat"

Me:"canyouplscometomyroom,upstairssecond

dooronyourright"

Him:"okay"

Ihungupandwaited...Iheardaknock,gotupand

openedforhimwangenaandmadehimself

comfortable,Iclosedthedoorandsatdown



Him:"soyouwannatalknow"?

Me:"actuallyno"

Him:"no"?

Me:"Iuhm,Ineedafavorfromyoubutifyoucan't,I'll

understand"

Him:"okay"

Me:"celaundobolekeyourhousekeys"

Him:"why"?

Me:"Idon'tthinkIcanspendanighthere,itstoo

loud,toocrowded...toomucheverything"

Him:"okay,ononecondition"

Me:"ha.ake"

Him:"youhaven'tevenheardmycondition"

Me:"okaywhatisit"

Him:"Igettodriveyou"

Me:"yousee?No,xandifunaubuyaaphayouwon't

drivemebackhere"



Him:"choiceisyours"

Ndamjonga...Ineededtoreallytakeagoodlookat

thisguy:o

Me:"okaythanks,buterhm,I'llfindsomethingelse"

Him:"sojustbecauseyouthinkIwon'treturnyou

backhomeyou'dratherstayhere"

Me:"yes,thisismyhomesongconokendihlalenoba

andizolalancam"

Him:"aw'philangakodwaS'bongilendikuncamile"

Iheardaknockndaphakamaandopenedthedoor..I

wasn'tgonnaanswerNtando,notatall...Kuhle

walkedincarryingaSteersbrownbag:v

Him:"bigguy"

Bae:"small,usharp"



Him:"ndisharpbhutiwena"

Bae:"ndisharpnam,uleqwayinton"

Him:"bendizojongalosisiebengazivaright

umgqibelakwambutI'msorryfordisturbingyabo,I

didn'tknowyou'rehere.I'lljustleavethisTee"

Me:"thankssan"

ItookThebagandputitonthedressingtable,Kuhle

turnedandleft,IknewIwasinsomekindatrouble

:(yetagain...I'llnevergetthisrelationshipthingright

yaz,maybeIwasjusttooharshonLandile

shame,maybenyhani.

Him:"ubungekhorightubutheni"?

Me:"itsnothingtoworryyourselfabout"

Him:"butsomethingtoworryKuhle?What'sgoingon

here"

Me:"nothingisgoingon"



Ireturnedmybagsintomycloset,I'mcertainlynot

gonnasettleforhispartofthedealjustbecauseI'm

desperate.

Me:"thanksforyourtime,wecangodownstairs"

Him:"SibongileI'maskingagain,whatdidKuhle

mean"

Me:"hemeant-"

Him:"nowpleasebecarefulhowyouanswer

that...becauseifyoulietome,andthenIfindoutby

myself...baby,Iwon'tbetalkinglikeIamrightnow"

Me:"isthatathreat"?

Him:"no,itsapromise...nowtalktome,Iwantyo

knoweverything"

Isighedandlookedatmytoes...ndizothiwhyamI

evenstressedKuNtando?Surelyhewon't

understandthatwe'rebothtoblameforthis.



Me:"heuhm,hesawsomemedicationonthecoffee

tablewhentheycametoseemeizolo"

Him:"medication?Yanton"

Me:"yam"

Him:"you'resick"?

Me:"no"

Him:"thenwhydoyouownmedication"?

Me:"Iwasgivenbyudoctor"

Him:"whendidyougotothedoctorandwhyamI

onlyhearingthisnow?IfuKuhlehadn'tcomehere

youwouldn'thavetoldmeright?Kantiunjanina

S'bongile?ThisisnotYOURbaby,heisOURS,WE

madehim...notyoualone"

Iwaslookingatmyfeet,Icouldhearhimbut

becausehewasnottalking,hewasshoutingndavela

ndablankngokuathethayo...Hisvoice,hisvoicewas

makingaweirdnoiseinmyears,likeapersonwho's

screamingwhileinarollercoasteroramerry-go-

roundkindathing.Nextthinghejumpedfromwhere



hewasandgrabbedatowelthatwasnear...ethetha

andmumblingsomecursingwords

Him:"fuckNOman!HellNOS'bongile."

Isawhimblurrilywettingthattowelwiththewaterin

theglass,thesameglassIusedwhenIwasdrinking

mymeds.Heputthetowelonmyforeheadand

kindapushedmeonthebigpillowssoIrest
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ForasecondIhadablackout...whenIrecuperated

hewasstilllookingatme,hisfacestillkinda

shocked.Isatupandwipedmynosendaphakama

Him:"celauhlalephantsi"

Me:"Ineedwater"



Waphakamaandwenttothebathroomwithmy

glasswabuyanamanzi,Idrankhalfofit,ndaphakama

anddrankmymedshopingndiberightcozandazani

nanosebleedingmos.

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"don't"

Me:"plsdon'ttellmybrothersaboutthis,bazo

panickerfornothing"

Him:"I'msorrybabe"

Me:"don'tapologizeforwhatyoudidn'tdo"

Wathula...

Me:"souhm,thekey"

Heremovedthekeyfromhispocketwandinika,I

tookitndaphakamandathathabagszam.Hehelped



mewithleinempahlathenwewalkedoutlike

nothinghappened.IwenttoLuke,pulledhimaside

Him:"heysup"

Me:"I'llspendthenightathiscrib"

Him:"ohokay,goodnight"

Me:"itsstillmidday"

Him:"Iknow"

IhuggedhimandfollowedafterNtando,heopened

hiscarandIgotinIwasn'tgonnaarguewithhim

ngoku,butmnaxandifunaugodukandizobhoka

iscukuforreal.Healsogotinwaqhubainsilenceke

ukyakwakhe,safikaIwalkedrightbehindhim

nangokuwavulasangenaendliniIsatonthecouch

ndalindakeanotherlecturewabuyaeroominandsat

downnexttome,myfeetwereontheground,he

liftedthemupandputthemonhislapndathulamna

ndajongaphambili



Him:"youshouldhavetoldmeyou'renotfeelingwell"

Me:"I'msorry"

Him:"babedon't...yazrightnowIfeellikecrap.Can

westartover,Iwannamakerightwithyou"

Me:"thingsarerightwithme"

Him:"thenwhat'sstressingyousomuchifitsnotme?

Us"?

Isighed...

Me:"Ithinkmystresscomesfrommyparents

situation,eyamnawejustbecameadditionalfactors"

Him:"okaybutstill,let'sstartafresh"

Me:"okay"

Him:"Iwannaknowwhatmadeyougotothedoctor

inthefirstplace"

Me:"Ithoughtwewerestartingfresh"

Him:"Ijustwannaknowifmychildisinanydanger"



Me:"thedocsaidshe'sfine"

Him:"didhedothescan"

Me:"no"

Him:"howcanhebesureifhedidn'tdothescan"?

Me:"ohNtando"

Him:"I'mjustasking"

Ndathula...Igotupandwenttothekitchen,Imade

sugarwateranddrankpha,Ikindafelt

nauseas,maybeitwasthesmellofblood.Ndabuya

ethethaefounini,IswitchedontheTVputonlow

volumewathethawagqiba

Him:"soithiniwayforward,forus"?

Me:"mybrotherthinksIshouldgotoCapeTownfor

awhile"

Him:"whataboutschool"

Me:"I'llbebackkalok"



Him:"doyouwantto"

Me:"Idon'tknow...butI'dliketoseemyparents"

Him:"theniya"

Me:"I'mstillthinkingaboutit"

Hisphonerang...

Him:"hello"

Chuma:"ubuyaninyOwe"

Him:"z'vulwaninikantiizkolonaChuma"

Her:"uzobuyaxakuvulwaizkolo?Hayfondinkudala

emnkileumntanammakabuyengoku"

Him:"kay"

Her:"kay?Justlikethat"?

Him:"Chumapls,Idon'thavetheenergy"

Her:"haha!Wena?Hayukutyisilekelomntanaunaye

kelegem"



Him:"sharp"

Hehungup...

Him:"souzotyantoni"?

Me:"I'mnothungryyet,lookyoudon'thavetobabysit

me.GoandhavefunwithyourfriendsIjustneeded

aquietplacethat'sall"

Him:"Ican'tleaveyoualone"

Me:"youcan't,oryouwon't"

Him:"ndcelauyekelentouyenzayookay?I'mhere

becauseIwanttobeherenotbecauseofpityor

guiltoranythingelse"

Me:"kay"

IrestedmyheadandwatchedchannelOplaying

Zone-inkaBrendaFassie:vonehelluvalegend.He

wentupwayothathalaptopyakhewaphindawabuya

andgotbusywhilesittingonthesameposition.



Sosocalled:D

Me:"bheyibhi"

Him:"ungakulingeundibulalisengendodakhokemna"

Yhoandaaayihleka:v:v:vndahlekandadendalila

Him:"tshin,youshouldbeashamed"

Me:"ftsekSoso"

Him:"you'remorealivethanthelasttime,I'mglad"

Me:"eweneh"

Him:"Ihopeyouhadatalkwithhim,Isawy'allleaving

together"

Me:"yeah,somethinglikethat"

Him:"ohcummon,doyouordidyounottalktohim"

Me:"Ididbra"

Him:"thankyou"



Me:"eshe,yintonwandigqagqaniselamtchana"

Him:"MsebenziweGodfatherkaloklowo"

Me:"heee!Whosaidyou'remybaby'sgodfather

Soso"?

Him:"sisi,pls.I'minnomoodforarguments.Bye

bye,ungekagezi"

Hejusthunguponmendashiyekandijongele

phone,Ijustlaughed,thisniqqacanbearealdrama

queenattimes.Ntandowandijonga

Him:"Titus"

Me:"yup"

Him:"he'sagoodfriend"

Me:"youthink"

Him:"Iknow,thewayyoulightupwhenyou'rewith

himortalkingtohim..."

Me:"well...he'slightspirited,goodpersontobe



around"

Wathula...Ididn'tmeanbayenaubabeitsnotgood

tobearoundhim:olike...Mxmnevermind.

WhenIgottiredofwatchingTVIlefthimthereand

wenttobed,IremovedmyclothesandworePJ

pantsanstoodinfrontofthemirror:(Iwantedto

seesomething,aLilsomethingnjejusttoknow

someonewasbreathinginsidemebuttherewasn't

anything...mystomachwasasflatasanironing

boardbutIwaskindagrowinginwidth.

HewalkedinbutstoodatthedoorwhileIsurveyed

myself

Him:"stillearlydays"

Ismiledandlookedathim...Hewalkedinandstood

behindmelookingatmethroughthemirroraswell.



Me:"wishIcouldjustseesomething"

Him:"youwill,ifyouconcentrateonyourselfmore

andstressless"

Me:"thiswordisbeginningtoboremenow"

Him:"truth"

IturnedandworemyPJtopandgotinbed,he

followedbutdidn'tgetunderthecovers.

Me:"you'reseriousaboutnotgoingtoyourfriends"

Him:"rightnow,you'reallIcanthinkabout"

Me:"wishitwasforalltherightreasonsthough"

Him:"itsforeveryreason"

Iclosedmyeyesgoingbackinmemoryofhowwe

usedtobejustaboutayearago.Imissedhim,so

much...!
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IcouldsmellhismintybreathandIknewhewanted

tosaysomething...butIkeptmyeyesclosed,itwas

theonlywayIcouldseeushappy:(

Him:"youokay"?

Me:"canyouhugme"

Him:"sondela"

Imovedclosertohimandwehugged,hissmellis

whatI'vebeenlongingthemostokoebuyile...Iswear

Ineedtotakeoneofhisvestsorhoodies

xandigodukajusttofeelclosertohim.Ifeltsome

tearstricklingdownmycheeksasweheldthehug

verytight,IswearIbrokedownimmediatelywhenI

felthimtighteningthehug

Me:"I'msosorry"



Him:"ssh"

Me:"I'vemissedyousomuch...I'msorryfor

everything...IwishIcouldreversethetime,babeI

wouldifIcould,justtodotherightthing,saytheright

wordsbu-"

Him:"itsokayIforgiveyou,plsjust...don'tcry"

Me:"I-"

Ijustbrokedown...IswearIwaslettingallthepain

out,myheartwastornintopiecesandIwasfinally

admittingeventomyselfthatI'mhurting,thatI'm

weak,thatI'mfragileandthatI'mhumanfirstbefore

beingayoungwoman,I'vebrokendowntheshield

thatIwasbuildingalltheseyearsafterIlostmy

mom.Icouldn'tpossiblyloosetheSmithsas

well,thatwasmyfear,beingmoreofanorphanthanI

alreadywas...Ineverreallywannarelyonpeople

that'swhyitshardtospeakout,IliketothinkI'm

strongenoughtofaceanythingandeverythinglikeI

wasraisedto.



Imovedoutofhisembraceandwipedmytears

awaythenbreathed...Feltlikesomethingwaslifted

offmyshoulders,Ifeltevenlighter.

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"youneedtolearntoletgo"

Me:"maybeinduetime"

Ihuggedhimagain,justforkontrol:v!

Him:"Icoulddowithakiss"

Me:"no,notnow"

Him:"huuuh"?

Me:"justkeepmeclose...tillIdozeoff"

Hekissedthecrownofmyhead,Iclosedmy

eyes...hehman,whenwasthelasttimeIfeltso

importantkuye?ANYWAY:)Idriftedoffndalala...



WhenIwokeuplateroninthenighthewasn't

around:/Iwasn'tsurprisedthough.Iwashungryke

ngokuandIknewexactlywhattomakeformyself

andmybabybutwhenIwalkeddownstairshewas

therewithhisfriends:onjaninabethuna?Ididn't

havetheenergytogreetthemshame,Ijustwalked

pasttheloungeintothekitchenandopenedthe

fridgelookingforboerewors,Ifrieditwithtomato

andonionandlookedforbreadorrolls...azikho:/

butIthoughtIsawthemwhenIcametomakemy

sugarwater.

Iwalkedtothelounge...

Me:"molwen"

Them:"bosslady"

Me:"canIseeyouaside"

Him:"ndiyabuya"

Bavuma,hefollowedmetothekitchen...



Him:"everythingokay"?

Me:"IthinkIsawbreadrollsearlier"

Him:"oh,zityiwengalamajita...youhungry?Ibought

foodforyoualready"

Heopenedthemicrowave....theNando'sfamilymeal

Me:"oh"

Helookedbehindme

Him:"youmadesausage"?

Me:"yeah,thoughtbendizoyityangesonka...butits

okay"

Him:"Icangetitforyou"

Me:"ha.aitsokay,thankyou.Youcangonow"

Him:"uzotyangoku"?

Me:"yeahI'lljustwarmthefood"

Him:"okay,I'lljoinyou.We'llbedoneinafew"



Me:"I'llbeupstairs"

Hekissedmyforeheadandreturnedtohisfriends,I

warmedthefoodandtookitallupstairsndatya...I

wasn'tgonnawaitforumntuthatIdon'treallyknow

uzobuyanini.Onmythirdpieceofmeat#hides>_<

hewalkedinandjoinedmeinbedsatyasobabini

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"hayhay"

Me:"foreverything,I'mseriousbra"

Him:"bra"?

Me:"babe...Ihatefightingwithyou"

Him:"theonlytimeIenjoyfightingiswhenIfightfor

abenefit"

Me:"Isee"

Him:"Ineedyoutopromisemeonethingthough"

Me:"anything"



Him:"promiseyou'lltellmewhenI'mnotsatisfying

you,whenthingsaregettingtoobigforyour

shoulder'stocarryorwhenyoucan'thandlethe

pregnancypressure"

Me:"done"

Him:"thankyou"

Ileanedforwardandplantedakissonhislips,I

smiledandretracted.

Hesmiledandleanedforwardtooankissedme,first

veryslowandthenthepacepickedupbutnottoo

fastjustnjee...lingeringinthemoment.Hestopped

andkissedmynose

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iknowthat,butyou'regivingmeahardtime"

Me:"noI'mnot"

Him:"you'renot?Areyousure"?



Me:"haybabewenayou'reusedtothelikesofyour

previousgirlfriends...Ican'treallybelikethem"

Him:"whichiswhyIloveyouthemost,you're

differentfromthem"

Me:"butI'mgivingyouahardtime"

Him:"itsnoteverydaythatIgetchallengedby

someoneIloveandtrust,sobeingwithyouisa

challengeonitsown"

Me:"huh"?

Him:"Ineverknowwhattoexpect"

Me:"butthat'sinthepastnowneh"

Him:"Ibelieveso"

Me:"good...nowI'vedecidedI'mgoingtoCape

Town,onlybecauseImissmyparents"

Him:"Ifullysupportyourdecision"

Me:"but"

Him:"butwhat"?

Me:"I'llbeleavingngomsondizobuyangeweekend"



Him:"Icanorganizethat"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"butI'llstaybehind,youneedtimewithyour

folks"

Me:"okay"

Afterweweredoneeating,hetookthetraysdown

andreturned,Icuddledonhimandlistenedtohis

heartbeat...Ilovedoingthat.

-

-

FollowingmorningIwokeupandwenttobath,he

wasstillinbed,Ibathedandcameoutwrappedina

towelIsatdownachairlookingthedressingtable

ancalledMarc



Him:"Trina"

Me:"I'vethoughtaboutyouroffer"

Him:"itstillstands"

Me:"Iwannagotoday"

Him:"okay....okay,getreadysolongI'lltalktothebig

guy"

Me:"okay"

Ihungupandtookoutadenimdungareeshort,red

Poloneckandredsneakersndanxiba.Babewasstill

asleep...uzothinikalokugadenenamubsukuobu

akalelanga.Hisphonerang,hetookithiseyesstill

closedwathethawagqibaokoecimelethenhesat

upandlookedatme

Him:"whendidyouwakeup"

Me:"earlierthanyouobviously"

Him:"bhut'wakhouhambanawe"



Me:"yeah"

Hegotupandwenttothebathroom...wabuyaIleft

himesondlulaIwenttomakebreakfastforus.
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SoImadebreakfastandhejoinedme,weatewhile

makingsmallconversationthenIcleanedupand

washedtheplateswhilehewipedandpackedthem

Him:"youbetterbebacknyhaningeweekend"

Me:"why"

Him:"Iwannaspendtimewithyou,properly"

Me:"thenI'lldefinitelycomeback"

Iwentupstairstofetchmythingsndabuya

Him:"nizodibanaphi"



Me:"Idon'tknowbutIthinkhe'llcall"

Him:"mmh"

Hemovedandlayhisheadonmylaps

Him:"you'resureyoucanhandlegoingoverthere

alone"?

Me:"yesbabaI'mstrongerthanyouthink"

Him:"you'restrongwoman,Iknow,trustme"

Me:"willyoumissme"

Him:"ndbawelauhambanawengoku"

Me:"sambe"

Him:"ha.ayouneedtimewithyourfolks"

Me:"ndbuyeleKulizardkengok"

Him:"ngubanulizard"

Me:"mamakaMarcusjunior"

Him:"haibobabesugezelaomnyumntana"



:v

Utshoehlekaphof:v

Me:"kutshouEve"

Him:"doesyourfriendsknowyou'regoing"

Me:"whichfriends"

Him:"yournewfriends"

Me:"Ihaven'ttoldthem"

Him:"areyouplanningto"

Me:"SosodeservestoknowbutIthinkI'lltellhim

onceI'velandedphayaandithukeke"

Him:"whyungamxelelingokuuselapha"

Me:"uSosobabe?UzofunauhambanamandIwon't

dothat,khangeazenamapha"

Him:"mmh,andIdon'tthinkI'dlikeyougoingwith

someoneelse"

Me:"ukhweletaisnotyourcutestimage

Him:"babeyazIwanttoseeyougettingthickerthan



this,kucacebayou'reenjoyingyourpregnancy"

Me:"Idon'twannagetthicknje,ndigrandngoku

ndinjenamna"

Him:"ha.ababeyoumustgetthick"

Me:"I'llgoonadietuzobona"

Him:"notonmywatch,Iwillstufffooddownyour

throatifIhavetobabyIdon'twannalie"

Me:"soI'mnotgoodenough"?

Him:"you'remorethangoodenoughsthandwasam

butnowthatyou'repregnantwithmyson

makubekhoIdifference"

Me:"hayandfunubafatmnababe"

Him:"awzobafatuzobasexy"

Me:"itsnotusearguingwithyou"

Hechuckled,Ikissedhislip...wellthiswasmore

relaxed,morecomfortable.



Mybrothercalledandsaidwe'llmeetattheairport

by11sothatgavemeenoughtimetobondnobaby

daddyforawhile,welaythereonthatcouchtalking

aboutanythingandeverything...Kuhlecalledbut

phoneyambikuNtandoweweregoingthroughmy

pictures

Him:"babe'sphonehello"

Kuhle:"hehhaikengokbhuti"

Him:"yintonkwedin"

Kuhle:"hayndicelaumntuwephone"

Him:"thethafondinI'llpassonthemessage"

Kuhle:"haybhuti,IwanttospeaktoTrinapls"

Him:"cabainkululentouzoythethamtchanam"

Thenhehandedmethephone...

Me:"hey"



Him:"nithandananangephonengok"

Me:"he'sjustbeingbossy,what'sup"

Him:"I'mjustcheckinguponyou"

Me:"I'mwellthanks"

Him:"yousure"

Me:"yes"

Him:"okay,that'sgoodtohear.Sharpke"

Me:"kuhle"

Him:"hi''

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"andenzangantonje"

Me:"Iknow,thankyoustill"

Him:"you'rewelcomesisi"

Thenwehungup...wandijongauNtando,Ijustsmiled

andgavehimmyphoneagqibezeleleebeyenza:v



Him:"niclose"

Me:"they'retheonlyfriendsIhavebesidesAmanda"

Him:"they'rewild"

Me:"Idon'thavetobewildtoo"

Him:"mmmkay,ifyousayso"

LoluNtandoisjustsomeoneelse...Iknowbetter

thantoarguewithhim.

Wechilledkekubasizuliselanjeixesha

Me:"soyaninikwadoctor"

Him:"assoonasyoucomeback"

Me:"aren'tyounervous"

Him:"nocozitsstillearlydays,theywon'teventellus

thegenderasyet"

Me:"mmh"



Him:"you'renervousIcantell"

Me:"wellI'veneverbeenpregnantbefore"

Him:"Iknow,that'swhyIwantyoutoenjoythisfirst

pregnancyandIwillmakesurethatyoudon'tregret

fallingpregnantforme,notonebit"

Me:"butIdon'tregretitevennow"

Him:"Ihaven'tspoiledyouyet"

Me:"butI'vespoiledmyself,withyourmoney"

Him:"Iknowtheshoesyouboughtforyourself"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"butthatdoesn'tcount,Iwantyoutogettiredof

me"

Me:"Icanbetiredofyouanyminuteyayazi"

Him:"Iknow"

Me:"butI'mexcitedyouknow,Iwannaseehergrow

insideme,Iwannafeelherkick"

Him:"Iwonderwhatwillsinosay"

Me:"ohumntanam...heee"



Him:"nton"

Me:"ungabifanikeklentondizoythetha"

Him:"IhaveafeelingidibenenoAnelisa"

Me:"mxmsubhorakepls"

Him:"okaythethababe"

Me:"IthinkIlikeher...don'tworrywe'renotfriends

wejusthaveamutualinterest"

Him:"me"?

Me:"no,Sino"

Him:"oohokay,goon"

Me:"she'sgonnasendSino'sdocumentsezesikolo"

Him:"oohthat'scleverofher"

Me:"she'sthinkingofherchild'seducation"

Him:"Idon'twanthernearmychildkekodwa"

Me:"sheknowsthat"

Him:"good,masambesomlindaphambiliuMarc"

Me:"okaycelaundithengeleiFerreroRocheezi



ziy'eightbabe"

Him:"IChoky?That'snothealthy"

Me:"ifunwangunana"

Him:"she'sgonnahaveasweettoothandIdon't

thinkIlikethat"

Me:"prettyplease"

Him:"okaymasambe"

Igotup,tookihandbagandheadedtothecar,he

tookmyluggageandfollowed,droveustoSparand

weshoppedforNana'ssweettootĥ _̂from

yoghurts,biscuits,chocolatesandallthosestuffthen

hedrovetoChickenlicken'wandithengelaurockmy

soulsix:pasumphako,uMarcsayomlindaeFish

Awayseatingseafood

Him:"theysayseafoodincreasesamaqandain

women"

Me:"andchancesofcontractingpolio"



Him:"yho..ha.aweshouldstopeatingthisthing"

Me:"Iwasjustsaying"

Him:"butifitstrueweshouldstop,wecan'ttake

chancesespeciallyinyourcondition"

Lolhambacondition,whenweweredoneeating,we

headedtotheairportsamlindaphauMarc...wafika

thenIhuggedbae,hekissedmylips:/Iwaskinda

uncomfortablecozmybrotherwashere.
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WeboardedthejetandflewtotheCapeinstyle:D

therewasnoconversationwhatsoever,hewasbusy

onhislaptoptheentireflightnamndancamaand

hadachatnobaeonWhatsAppjustuhambisa

ixesha

Me:"baby"

Him:"babe''



Me:"wenzan"

Him:"erh...OnmawaytofetchmybrothersatLuke's

crib"

Me:"why"

Him:"bafubaubuyaabanamoto"

Me:"okay,we'lltalkwhenyou'rehomeke"

Him:"wecantalknow"

Me:"textinganddriving?InJo'burg"?

Him:"okay,Igetyourpoint"

NdamyekaandlookedatEve'slastseen...1minute

agosoIbotheredher

Me:"EvelynSmith"

Her:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"whereareyou"

Her:"I'mintheTranskei"



Me:"lasttimewespokeyouwereinJo'burg"

Her:"IleftlastweekSaturday,they'veslaughtereda

cow"

Me:"yhoyou'regoingtobefat"

Her:"I'mafraid,IthinkI'masizeup"

Me:"hahaha,youshoulddosomeshoppingbefore

weopenvarsity"

Her:"Ialreadydid,whenwewerecomingherebutI

wannaseemommanbeforeIgotoJo'burg''

Me:"I'malreadyonmywayoverthere"

Her:"isKeriwitchu"

Me:"noI'mwithMarc"

Her:"thatonehasbeenignoringmycallssince

Xmas"

Me:"Iwonder"

Her:"Iwon'tentertainhismadness,dadisnotdead

yetandhesuddenlythinkshe'sthemanofthe

house"



Me:"buthe'stheoldest,surelywehavetorunsome

thingsthroughhim...eveninthefuture"

Her:"notwhiledadisstillaliveTrina"

Me:"butbabewebothknowdadisnotstrong

enoughanymore"

Her:"ha.aMarcneedsarealitycheck"

Me:"I'mnotgettinginvolved"

Her:"howareyouanyway"

Me:"I'mgreatman,how'sBooboo"

Her:"he'sgrowing,he'splayingoutsidewithother

kids"

Me:"Imisshimsomuch"

Her:"hemissesyoutoo,butyouwillJuniormosin

CapeTown"

Me:"hahahaohcrap,I'mnotsayinganything"

Her:"auntyTeeTee"

Me:"Ihateyourightnow"



Her:"don'tcallmetellingmehowboringLizardis"

Ijustlaughed,hayuEvengomnyenjeofanano

Ntando

Her:"Ihavetogomylove,we'rebusye'lalini"

Me:"youmeanezilalini,butyou'retrying"

Her:"youhavetoteachmethelittlethatyou

know,thesepeoplecanconfusemeI'mtellingyou"

Her:"you'lllearnasyouspendmoretimewiththem"

Her:"yeahwell"

Me:"bye"

Her:"fornow"

...Ijustnappeduntilwelanded.Firstthing,Marctook

metoseemom.Whenwearrivedthedoctorwas

stillbusywithhersowewaitedoutsidetheclosed

ward



Him:"youokay"

Me:"nervous"

Him:"she'sawakedon'tworry"

Me:"really"

Him:"yeah,shewokeupafterthehearttransplant"

Me:"whendidtheydoit"

Him:"twoweeksago"

...Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Marcwasmakingall

thesedecisionswithoutinformingus:/wasEve

rightwhenshesaidhe'sactinglikedadtoofast?Oh-

kay,thedoctorcameoutandwewerepermittedto

goin...Oneatatime.MarcsaidIshouldgoinfirst,i

tookadeepbreathandpushedopenthedoor,I

walkedinwithabravefaceandstoodnexttoher

bed

Her:"mybaby"

OhyeahIsmiled,sherecognizedmysmelleven



beforeshecouldopenhereyes...Itouchedher

forehead,shesmiledandopenedhereyes

Her:"howareyou?Sitdown"

Isatdown,jongamyheartwasjumpingupanddown

:D

Me:"I'mhappyhowareyou?Whenarethey

dischargingyou?Whathappenedinthefirstplace?

Aretheyfeedingyouwell?IsMarcvisitingyouev-"

Her:"slowdown,onequestionatatime"

Me:"I'msorry"

Her:"itsokay,Iunderstand"

Me:"howareyoufeeling"

Her:"better"

Me:"whenareyougoinghome"?

Her:"Idon'tknow,theysaidtheoperationwentwell

buttheywanttokeepmeforobservation"

Me:"areyoueating"



Her:"thehospitalfoodisnotastasty"

Me:"ifIknewIwouldhavepreparedsomethingfor

you"

Her:"Lizzywashereyesterdaywithmygrandson"

Me:"he'sgrown"

Her:"somuch,helookslikeyourfather.Howishe"?

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ihaven'tbeentohimyet"

Her:"butyouwillgoseehim"

Me:"yes,rightafterweleavehere"

Her:"ooh,howisLuke"

Me:"he'sgood,prettygood"

Her:"youlookbeautiful,don'tlooksad,itdoesn'tsuit

you"

Me:"mom"!

Her:"I'mserious"

Me:"Ijustwantyoutogetoutofhere"

Her:"Iwillinduetime"



Wehadourlongconversation,fillingherinon

everythingandthenmytimewasup,Iwentoutand

gaveMarchischancetotalkwithhismother,bae

calledjustasIwaswalkingtothecar

Me:"babyIhopeyou'renotdriving"

Him:"I'mhomelovie"

Me:"oohwherearemynewfriends"

Him:"downstairsabusingmyPS3"

Me:"hahabazohlalanaweforhowlongkengoku"

Him:"I'mchasingthemawayonceyou'reback,its

beenjustonehourbutmyfridgeishalffull"

Me:"boyswillalwaysbeboys,theylovefood"

Him:"that'swhyyoujoinedthearmy,you'reobviously

carryingaboy"

Me:"canwenotgothere"

Him:"how'syourmom"



Me:"she'sgood,she'sawake...talking"

Him:"Icanhereinyourvoice"

Me:"I'msohappyrightnow,Iwishdadisthesameas

hiswifekeyaz"

Him:"keepthepositiveattitude"

Me:"Ihavenootherchoice"

Him:"andwhatevertheoutcomes,knowthatI'mhere"

IopenedMarc'scarandsatinthepassengers

seat...whilewaitingforhim

Me:"ndiyakuthandavha"

Him:"ndiyayazilonto,evenxaugezaIknowhow

muchyouloveme"

Me:"babeakageziumntuomthandayo"

Him:"ooh?Wenzan"

Me:"uyachallengerthat'sall"

Him:"hehe!Uzond'phathelantonikeekapa"



Me:"ufunantoniwena"

Him:"you"

Me:"thenI'llbringyoume"

Him:"I'mserious,wehaven'tbeenintimateformore

thanamonthnow"

Me:"so"?

Him:"so?Areyouforreal"

Me:"babewedon'tneedtobeintimatetoknowour

loveforeachother"

Him:"butIwanttobeintimatewithyou,that'sthe

thing,Iwantto...notneedto"

Me:"mmh,nowIunderstand"

Him:"sowillyougivemeatleastthatwhenyou

comeback"

Me:"IcandothatbutI'llneedyourhelp"

Him:"how"

Me:"whatlingerieshouldIbuy"

Him:"anythinglookssexyonyou"



Me:"heeehaikengokbaby"

Him:"I'mserious,youcouldlooksexyinaraincoat

only"

Me:"cummonIneedsuggestionskalok"

Him:"babeanythinglooksgoodonyou"

Me:"okay,thankyouIguess.ButIwanttoknowwhat

doesitforyou?Imean,shouldIlookfor

something,redandsilkymaybe?Orblackandlacy"?

Him:"Ilovelace"

Me:"athong,aboylegorag-stringtyp'athing"?

Him:"hayyou'retorturingmekengok"

Me:"how?I!meanwe'rehelpingeachotherhere"

Him:"whicheveryou'recomfortableinbabe"

Me:"I'mcomfortableinallofthemnantsointo,soI

wannaknowwhichonemakesuZ'khali,uJojo

aphakameamengeenyawo"

Him:"Ithinkyiboylegkebabe"

Me:"alright,I'llbringyourlacyblacklingerieke



sthandwasam"

Him:'you'reenjoyingthis"

Me:"whodoesn'tenjoytalkingaboutsexwithher

man?Cummonnow,itsnotlikeI'maskingyouwhich

positionwillyoupreferthemostthatday"

Him:"heee!Hehbabe?UtyiswentonkleKapa"?

Iwasintearskuhleka:v:v:vthisguy'sinsanityhas

rubbedoffonmetooIswear

Me:"babeandkatyinotyaaphakeokondfikile"

Him:"ha.athere'saproblemsomehow"

Me:"there'snoproblemanywherewe'rejusthavinga

conversationasadults"

Him:"hm"

Me:"I'llhavetocallyouagain,mybrotheriscoming"

Him:"ohkay"

Me:"loveyoudaddy"



Him:"loveyoumomma"

Ihungupandlistenedtomusic,Marcusgotinand

drovetowheredadis.

Him:"momwantsbeefeddumplings"

Me:"ohkay"

Him:"andpancakeswithhoney"

Me:"when"

Him:"Ipromisedherwe'llcomebackagain"

Me:"ooh,Ican'treallymakethepancakes

Likehers"

Him:"I'msureshe'llappreciatetheeffort"

Me:"yeah"

Hedrovefaster:ojongakeinauseaiveleidlale

indimayayo...whenwereachedthatplaceIranand

askedforabathroomndayolathiswaIwenttovomit



outeverythingIhadeatenbeforeIboardedthe

plane,Icleanedmyselfupandwenttofindhim

sahamba,wereachedtheroomthenhesaidIshould

walkinfirstnangokuIdidasIwastoldbut

differencehereisthatdaddywasn'tawake,hewas

justlyingthereeyesclosed,machines...alotof

machinespluggedinonhimIwantedtosayafew

thingsbutseeinghimlikethatjustmadems

emotionalIendedupcryinginsteadoftalking.I

couldn'tevenstaythere15seconds:'(itwasjusttoo

muchofapainfulsightIbargedoutandheadedto

wherethecarisparkedhaikendavulaitankyam

yenyembeziandcried.Ididn'tknowthisiswhathe

goingthrough,Ithinkitwasrightwhenhesaidwe

shouldn'tbebotheredngumamasivelesimyekeafe

inpeacecozthesemachinesaroundhimwerejust

toomuch.SosocalledndisalilaaphokesoIkinda

hadtorecollectmyselfanddrawsomesanityandbe

civil

Me:"Soso"

Him:"hey,usharp"



Me:"sharpwena"

Him:"moja...wereyoucrying"

Me:"no"

Him:"Teecummonnow"

Ikeptquiet,tearsthreateningmyeyesonceagain...

Him:"uphikeI'llcometoyou"

Me:"I'min...CapeTown"

Him:"what?Whendidyouleave"

Me:"thismorning"

Him:"whatwastherush"

Me:"Iwantedtoseemyfolks"

Him:"ooh,yourmanjussaidyoutraveled...isthe

situationtoobad"?

Me:"mom'sokay...dad?Idon'tknow"

Him:"youhavetobestrongkebabe"



Me:"Iknow,butitstoomuchSoso"

Him:"that'swhyyouhadpeoplelikeLwandisothat

youcantalktokalok"

Me:"Iappreciatethatbra"

Him:"callmeagainanytimekeneh"

Me:"youknowIcandothatright"

Him:"Iknow,Ijustremindedyou"

Me:"enkosivha"

Him:"thankyouma'am...MrsBoss-Lady"

Me:"hahahayaphambanakengok"

Him:"justwantedtohearyourlaugh,sharpman"

Me:"shomfetu"

Wehungup:)atleastIhadasmile'nyananjeeyabo.
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Marcusreturnedandweheadedhome,Iwent



straighttomyroomandjuststayedinbedimini

yonkedepressedtothemaxndancedwalateronnje

Kufounakukabae

Me:"low"

Him:"you'resleeping"

Me:"yes"

Him:"youokay"

Me:"I'mfine"

Him:"babe"

Me:"Iwannacomeback"

Him:"butitsnotevenuptoadayyet,what'sgoingon"

Me:"ha.aI'mgoingtodieofdepressionhere,dad's

conditionisworsenow"

Him:"haveyouseeyourmother"

Me:"she'sdoinggreat"

Him:"atleastspendadayortwowithherthenyou

cancomeback"



Me:"hm"

Him:"whydoIhaveafeelingyouwon'tevenstickit

outtothesetwodays"

Me:"youdon'tknowwhatIhavetoface"

Him:"butIknowyou'restrongerthanwhateveritis"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"please"

Me:"kaykalok"

Him:"promiseme"

Me:"arghIpromiseI'llstickitouttoatleasttwodays

ke"

Him:"whatwassohardnababe?Anyway,talkto

me,ufunandikubekelentoni"

Me:"hayyou'restillowingmekalok"

Him:"owingyouwhat"

Me:"giftsfromOverseas"

Him:"oohzikulindileman,kodwanawekeuyand'ower

"



Me:"what"?

Him:"thatthingyousaidyoubought"

Me:"yhobabendaylibalayazlawei"

Him:"ndayfunakeobuyakwakho"

Me:"nopro'm"

Him:"whenlastdidyoueat"?

Me:"erh...Idon'tknow"

Him:"youdon'tknow"?

Me:"I'mnothungrykalokthat'swhy"

Him:"okaybutplsdon'tstarveyourselfkalok

Khwalo,yayaziIwantyoutobebootierthanyouare

rightnow"

Me:"uobsessedbabeyayazilonto"

Him:"youpouredallyourlovepotionngalamini

kalok"

Me:"esheee:v:vhewethuuzoyombonaniniuSino?

UbuyenomntakaChuma"

Him:"nextweek,andndizohambanawe"



Me:"uyadlala"

Him:"andidlalitu,mykidsmissyouqhoxandifouna

babuzauCc"

Me:"hayandizoyakokwenumnafondin"

Him:"sobona...lookIwillcallyouagainbeforeyou

sleep"

Me:"uyaphingoku"

Him:"I'mtakingtheseguystotheairport,didn'tthey

tellyoubayahamba"

Me:"no...khawmendibafounele"

Him:"heh...okay"

IhungupandcalledKuhle...

Him:"heeyyou"

Me:"heyme?Hewethu,whenwerey'allgonnatellme

niyahamba"

Him:"heeebra"



Me:"oohneh"?

Him:"IthoughtSosotoldyouearlierwhenhecalled"

Me:"uphiyena"

Him:"he'srighthere...inafondin"

Me:"Lwandiso"

Him:"Boss-Lady"

Me:"ooohchomiyoudecidednottotellyourfriend

you'releavingJozi"

Him:"heeehfondin,uyayazba....Heeeakunzima

Nkos'yam"

:v

Me:"ntonenzimaSoso"

Him:"Iwantedtotellyouman,itjustslipped"

Me:"heee"!

Him:"kalokyouwerecrying,remember"?

Me:"mmh,you'regoingtoEastLondon"



Him:"I'mgoingtoCTbutviaEastLondon,Ileftmost

ofmyclothesthere"

Me:"oKuhle"?

Him:"Ithinkthey'regoingtoDurbs,ohdidImention

sikwezaflightzakwakhozamahala"

:v

Me:"awonwabeman"

Him:"ndizokonwabainmyflatwenayou'llhear"

Me:"you'restillnotmovingbackhome"?

Him:"notuntilLandiledoessomethingngoOvayo,I

can'tstandher"

Me:"I'msorry...hewethuwhenlastdidyouseeVela"

Him:"hahaha!Youdon'tknow,MkMkMk!HehTrina

amantombianezimangaI'mtellingyou"

Me:"what'sthat"

Him:"ohmxm,nevermind"

Iheardsomeonetalkingonthebackground...Not



justonevoice,butvoices...malevoices.

Him:"yhobrandodakhoiyand'qobisela"

Me:"hahahasumhoya,thethaI'mlistening"

Him:"kalokIbumpedontoher...Iwaswithyour

brother...kantibayazanangalogroundwangezantsi"

YhoandayihlekaNkos'yam:v:vandIwaskindaglad

heknows

Me:"howdidyoufindoutaboutthat"

Him:"uyamazuma-Lukiewhenhe'sdrunk?Hm,I'm

worried.Reallyworriedmyfriend"

Me:"khawuthetheSoso"

Him:"justholdonasec...-"

Bae:"baby"

Me:"daddy"

Him:"khawumyekengokuuSosowehavesome



thingstodobeforetheyboardthejetbackhome"

Me:"ha.ababeSosocanmultitask"

Him:"Sosoisbeingdramaticherepeoplearegiving

usunnecessaryattention"

Me:"oh-hooo!Youknowyou'reahaterright"?

Him:"he'llcallyouwhenhe'shome"

Me:"butIloveyounonethelessnowpleasegiveSoso

he'sphoneback"

Him:"hayanimameli"

IknowSosocandrawunnecessaryattention:v:v

likeIhavefirsthandexperiencewiththatkalok!

Me:"Soso"

Him:"heeeuboss-manugreenwithenvy"

Me:"uzobethwawedwakesana"

Him:"ndayaznobethwa,lookI'llcallyouonceI've

landed"



Me:"alright,y'alltravelsafe"

Him:"thankyoulove"

Afterthatndaphakamaandwentdown,bumping

ontoLizzyandJuniorndathathanjeuJrandwentto

lookforfood,Marcwasbakingcupcakeŝ _̂

Him:"hey,you'reawake"

Me:"canItaste"

Him:"onlyone"

Itookacupcakeandatewhilewarmingmyfood

thenIlefthimthereandwenttoeatwithhisson.

Whenhewasdonehecametojoinus

Him:"howyoufeeling"

Me:"alotbetter"

Him:"him,we'regoingtomomagainforthe



afternoonvisit"

Me:"can'tIgotomorrow"?

Him:"wellIkindapromisedherwe'llcomeagain

later...andthatyou'llmakeherpancakes"

Me:"Icanmakethose...Ijustdon'tlikeseeingherin

thatstate"

Him:"canyoutry,justfortonight...Itoldthebigguy

we'llonlybeusinghisjetfortodayandtomorrow

only"

Me:"meaningI'mreturningtoCTtomorrow"?

Him:"yes...I'mgoingawayonbusinessandIdon't

thinkIcanleaveyouherecozyoumightopenvarsity

whileI'mnotaround"

Me:"oooh"

Ntandouyand'yekandithindizobuyangeweekend:/

udeathimand'hlalenobayitwodays...MkMk.

Him:"soeatup,wehavelimitedtime"



Me:"yessir"

Iateup...wenttothekitchenandbakedmomsome

pancakes.WhenIwasdoneIpackedthemintoa

lunchboxthendrizzledhoneyonthem....Liztookher

son,ItookmyphonesandfollowedMarcustothe

car.
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Wedrovetothehospitalandsawmom,sahlala

sancokolanayeandateafewofwhatwebaked,I

toldherIwasleavingshethankedmefor

rememberingherandobviouslyaskedofEve...told

herthetruthwethu,itsnosecretbauyayakulo

Lwandoanymore.Whenitwasherbedtimeandthe

doctorssaidweshouldleaveher,weleftnyhaniand

reachedhome,lizardhadalreadypreparedsupper,we

ate...Ihelpedwashthedishesandwentstraightto

bed.Ndalala.Iwasemotionallytired.

Followingdaypastelevenorso,mybrothertookme

totheairportandIboardedtheplanealone,Iwasn't



reallyinagoodspacetobewithbaejustyetbut

whenIlandedIwentstraighttohishouse,hewasn't

aroundsoIhadtocallhim

Him:"baby"

Me:"uright"

Him:"greatyou"

Me:"I'mgood,uphi"

Him:"I'minPretoriawhy"

Me:"I'mstranded"

Him:"where"

Me:"infrontofyourcrib"

Him:"yhoerh....Okay,I'llcallsomeonetobringyoua

key"

Me:"okay..."

Ihadnochoicebuttowait..Iwaitedandwaitedphof

I'vegotajetlagkuyoyonkelonto:/afterafewmore



waitingsIsawimotokaVinceparkingwohlikawith

Spurtakeawaybaglolsonguyelo"someone"ohI

should'veknown

Him:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Heunlockedthedoorandwalkedin,Ifollowedright

behindhim

Him:"unjani"

Me:"I'mgoodyou"

Him:"good,uhm...KuthwaIshouldgiveyouthis"

Hegavemethekeysandthefood...

Me:"enkosi"

Him:"you'rewelcome"



Iwalkedtothekitchenandwarmedthefoodinthe

microwavendaphumandafikaesamilengase

mnyango

Me:"uhm,I'msorryifthiswillcomeoutthewrong

waybut...wasthereanythingelse"

Him:"IwashopingI'dreasonwithyou...asafriend"

Me:"we'renomorefriendsnjena"

Him:"Iknowthosearemywordsbut...Ienjoyed

spendingtimewithyou.Alot"

Me:"Iwon'tdenythatbutthat'sallpassednow,you

mustre-enjoyspendingtimewithyourgirlfriend"

Him:"thishasnothingtodowithher"

Me:"butshe'sthemainreasonwe'renolonger

friends".

Him:"we'rebothadultshere,weknowtheboundaries

andwe'llnevercrossthem.Canwejusttrytobelike

thefirsttimewebumpedontoeachotheronthe



campusparkinglot"?

NdakhendathulandamjongauVincendikhumbula

nobabusukundigqaqganiselauNtandobaI'mnot

gonnastopmyfriendshipwithVincekantikwalo

Vincentwebhongouzovelasethethaenyinto...whatif

NtandowastrappinguswhenhesentVincethekey?

Me:"I'dlovethat..."

Him:"really"?

Me:"butnowIhavetospendmoretimewithmy

man...Imeanyouknowhedoesn'tlivearoundsoto

havehiminJo'burgforaweekisablessing,tohave

himhereforawholemonthisamiracle"

Him:"IunderstandbutuzohambakalokandIcan

resumetohelpingyouwithyourbooks...anytime"

Me:"youknowwhatIthink"?

Him:"what"

Me:"Ithinkweshouldleavethingsastheyare...you

aremyboyfriend'sbrother,I'myourbrother's

girlfriend.That'sit"



Him:"oh"

Me:"itsnotlikewe'reswornenemiesorwhat,but

we'lllearntoberespectiveofeachothers

relationshipsandatthesametime,ourpartners

won'tfeelneglectedyabo"

Him:"somybrotheralsofeelsneglectedwhenyou're

spendingtimewithme"?

Me:"no...cozImaketimeforhim"

Him:"soyou'rereferringtoLibo...Iuhm,Igetyou...but

tellmethetruth,areyoureallysacrificingour

friendshipjusttomakesomeotherpeoplehappy

andpleasedwiththemselves"?

Me:"hahahaiboVince,these'other'peopleyou're

referringtongoban"?

Him:"webothknowtheanswertothat"

Me:"mntakabhuti...Iamnotsacrificinganythingfor

anyone.Uyabonamnanobhutiwakho?We'revery

muchhappyandpleasedwithourselvesright

now..butIfailtothinkthat'sthecasebetweenyou

andLibhongo"



Him:"that'snotthepoint"

Me:"Iheary'allwereveryhappybeforeemerged,so

khawphindeuzameman"

Him:"Trinapls...justsayyou'llthinkofitke"

Me:"Iwon'tlietoyou,cozIknowafteryouleavehere

Iwon'tthinkaboutanyofthisconversation.Umntu

wamndimgqibelekudalasowhenhereturnsthe

housemustbeahome,itmustbewarm"

Him:"yhoheee...usezolicingaelisukuyazbracozI

knowmybrother,he'llshowyouhistruecolorsand

you'llwishtohaveneverknownhim"

Me:"okayyaziyinton...Idon'tcarehowyoufeel.I

don'tcarewhatyouwant.Buthelpmehere...cela

undiphumemntakadad,please,you'restartingto

givemethecreepsnow,you'resoobsessiveover

thisfriendshipngathIoweyousomethingandIdon't.

Celauhambe,thanksforthekeys,thefoodthankyou

verymuch.Nowplsgo"

Him:"Trinacom-"



Ndamjonga...hewalkedout,Iclosedthedoorand

lockedit,myfoodwasreadybutIwantedtonapfirst

soIdranktwoPanadocapsulesandwenttobed.

ThreehourslaterIwaswokenupnguNtando

ufunungenalolIlockedadleftthekeypha

ecangwenisohehadtocallmendivulefromthe

insideyhohaikeukuphakamafromthebed

yangunyakawonke...Ihatedtothinkthatthroughout

thisninemonthsperiodIwillhaveswollenfeet

:(thisisn'thealthy....Iopenedthedoorandwalked

tothekitchen

Him:"bungandikhumbulina"

Ididn'tanswerhim,Idranktwoglassesofwater

wenttositonthecouchndabukelaITV,hecameto

joinmeonthecouchmyfeetwereonthemat

phantsi..hekissedmyneckIjustsmilednotgiving

himanymoreattentionotherthanthat.



Him:"youdidn'ttellmeuyabuya...butforfuture

purposes,takethatkey.Itsyours"

Me:"enkosi,sowhatwasinPretoria"

Him:"Iwenttomeetupwithaclient,didVincebring

youfood"?

Me:"food...ohyeah,hedid.Thankyou"

Him:"haykuthenwathandabuza"

Me:"ha.aayonto"

Hegotupandwenttothekitchen...camebackwith

thefoodwakubekhainfrontofus,Itookthefirst

pieceIsawwahlalanayewatya...halfwayndisitya

wandijongaandshookhishead

Him:"whydidn'tyoueat"

Me:"IthinkIforgotyazbabe"

Him:"how'sthatpossibleumntualibaleukutya



kukhona"

Me:"Iwantedtonapkuqala"

Him:"hm"

IwasluckyIdidn'treceivelalectureyotyebacozI'm

carryinghischildblah-blah-blaho.OnotthatImind

beinglookedafter:vnotlendabayoba'thick'worries

meabit.
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WhenweweredoneItookthetraytothekitchen:/

andazivasaqha,Iwantedtocuddlenobaengokubut

itwasstillearlyforbedtime.

Me:"khaw'suseingaloloveIwannalaymyhead"

Him:"layyourheadwhere"

Me:"onyourlap,whyuzothusakhona"

Him:"hayndizothiniungothukiyouusuallywould



preferafootrub"

Me:"wellIwouldn'tminditnangoku"

Him:"butkuqalayouwannalayyourhead"

Me:"ukleva"

:v

Hemovedhisarm,Ilayonmybackfacingupwards

andsmiledatthishandsomeyetroughimage

lookinglovinglybackatme.

Me:"Ineverreallynoticedthatyouhavesuch

beautifullips"

Waskewathulekaemthiniyintsini:vIwasbeing

honest:)nyhanitheywerecute...beautiful.

Him:"baby,awnafever"?

Me:"sondelababe"

Him:"why"



Me:"justbringyourheaddown"

HedidandIkissedhim...slowandtender,Ikissed

thisguyforthedaysIdidn'tkisshim,fortheweeksI

couldn'tkisshim,heevenpulledmeupIlandedon

hislapandwecontinued.HepulledbackIgota

chancetobreath

Me:"youoweme"

Him:"andyouoweme,butI'mgoingbacktoPretoria

inafewminutes"

Me:"again"?

Him:"yeahIwasn'tdonekalok...Ihadtocheckonyou

andmyson"

Me:"unewastelovewamcozyoucouldhavejust

calledme,but,ThatbeingsaidIloveyouanywayand

thankyou"

Him:"knowingyou,buzobeusaleleandmybaby

wouldbehungry"



Me:"hehhaibobendizovuka...awzobalatekhona"

Him:"I'mouttaherein15minutes"

Me:"canIaskyousomething"

Him:"uh-huh"

Me:"wereyouinabusinessmeetingngokunxibe

ngathuyakwimeetingnooRanger"

Him:"ha!Ha!Babe,mymeetingswithmyteamare

alsobusiness...answeringyourquestion,yesbutit

wasjustameetingwithaclientngokuI'mgoingtoa

boardmeeting"

Ndamjonga...damnhe'sserious.Ijustshookmy

head...allblack?Lookinglikeathugthathereallyis

Kwibusinessmeeting?Wait...Imeantto

say,boardroommeeting.

Him:"babethatlook"

Me:"babedon'tyouknowkwiboardmeetingsyou

kindahavetobeformal'ishkancinci"



Him:"hayIdon'tdoformal...besides,thesearemy

businessesIcanwearwhateverIwant"

Me:"lovieman"

Him:"babeIdon'thavetime,I'mgoingelihlobo

ndinxibengalo"

Me:"asubabywakhocanIpleasesuggestoneor

twothings?Iwon'tforceyouintoanythingyou'renot

comfortablewith"

Him:"weonlyhavetenminuteskengok"

Iranupstairsandopenedhiscloset...itsnotawalk-

inliketheoneinCapeTownbutitsneatand

convenient.Hewalkedinndamjongafromthe

bottomupwards...Igavehimredsneakerstowear

naloallblackwakhe

Me:"babeyoudon'tevenownashirt...likeanormal

formalshirt?Heee"

Him:"they'reinthecape"



Me:"okay,itscoldIunderstandbutI'mtakingthe

hoodie,let'sreplaceitwiththiscoat"

Him:"itsstillblack"

Me:"yesbutitsayyoumeanbusiness...whatareyou

wearingunderneath"?

Heremovedthehoodie,hadabluevestonsoIgave

himablackPoloneckandalongredscarf...Black

jeans,blackpolo,blackankle-lengthcoatalongwith

redsneakersandthatscarfthenhetoppeditalloff

withleathergloves:vhayandinomncedaligintsa

nyhaniumntanomntu.

Me:"stilluncomfortablewithabitofcolor"?

Him:"honestly?No,thankyou"

Me:"whoooop!Whoooop"

Haha!Iconqueredonethingfortheday...hechecked

histimeandpulledmeforakiss,onelong



breathtakingkissthenwestopped,hesmiledandran

downstairswaphuma,Icollectedhisclothesand

followedhimcozIhadtolockmyselfinside.

Whenhewasgonendaphindandayokhangela

ukutya>_<khand'hluthebraz!Iatendangqengqa

andwatchedarandommoviethatwasplayingon

mnetndàfounelwanguLwandiso...

Me:"LwandisoTitus"

Him:"hayungakulinge"

Me:"awnguyenah"

Him:"esheawsekhocoldnje,uphikulengqele

isibulalayokweliKapa"

Me:"I'mindoorsfondin"

Him:"mmh,unjani"

Me:"I'mgreatmyman,unjaniwena"

Him:"I'mgreatman,Iforgottocallyoukeyaz,ndaske

ndafikandaphazamiseka"



Me:"Ihopeeverythingisokay"

Him:"don'tworryyourselfaboutit,anywayndithiu

Asavelalowayenobrotherwakho"

Me:"howdidyouknowkalok"

Him:"webumpedontoher...shedidn'tknowbaI'm

aroundsoshetriedsofteningLuuwhileIorderedour

meal"

Me:''mealyakhonoLuu"

Him:''yeah...sowhenIreturnedshewasseatingon

mychairndabuzakemnaufunaniaphawathikalok

ndamlahlasoshefoundherselfaman"

Me:"haha!ShefoundLuu?HolyJesus"

Him:"soIlookatLuuandbackatherthenI'm

like..'ohokay,lemmefindanothertableandleaveyou

twolovebirds"

Me:"Lukewakuyeka"

Him:"kaloklomntanaspokeinXhosasoLukeonly

understoodwhenIrespondedandheblurtedoutba

they'renotdating"



Me:"yhothatishectic"

Him:"longstorymadeshort...shestormedoutafter

sayingacoupleofwordstobothofus"

Me:"I'mgladyousawherforwhosheis"

Him:"yeahwellbesendimove'eonkwakudalamos"

Me:"ohChomyam...uhlelinabankuleweatherIcruel

kangaka"

Him:"yhobra,I'monmywaytothemovies"

Me:"alone"?

Him:"erh...notreally"

Me:"Soso"

Him:"itsnothingseriousman...someoneImetpha

kwezalalizakhobesikuzongoDecember"

Me:"oooohshit!Lachickbythedamn"?

Him:"hahayoudon'tforget"

Me:"duuude!!!WhatisshedoingattheCape"

Him:"itsherfirstyearatUCTsoshecameearlyfor

theregistrationandorientationweek"



Me:"mmmh..."

Him:"itsjustmovies"

Me:"makesureyouwatchmoviesanddon'tactyour

ownmoviekepls"

Him:"haymanbheyibhikuseearlyforthat,Idon't

wannascareheroff"

Me:"good"

Him:"uphiumntuwakho,maybehe'sthereason

you'reindoors"

Me:"umntuwam?He'souttheremakemoney"

Him:"you'rekidding"

Me:"nope,I'mathiscribwatchingalamemovieon

TVandndiyozelakodwandsandovuka"

Him:"hehsisi,you'reathiscrib?Heleftyouthereand

wenttomakemoney?Wait...ImeantMOREMONEY"

me:"yhofondin"

Him:"hayayikholentoayenzayo...ubuyenonekapa"

Me:"ndiyafikanamhlanjentwanayam''



Him:"hayucolddiye"

:v:vassoonasIregisteredwhathejustsaidIbirat

intolaughterslashtears...haibo,whotellsherfriend

thatuyabanda?

Me:"dudeyouneedtocomeoutofthatcloset"

Him:"ziztabanekeezihlalakwicloset"

Me:"sêandakuthembamtchanam"

Him:"tyhini!Hayunedrama"

:v:vdoI?Soso...>_<!!!!!
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WhenIwastiredyilemovieIwenttothekitchenand

cooked,Imadechickencurrysoupwithbakedbread

andwhenallwasdoneIwenttobath,Iworelong

pantandlongsleevedPJsnegown>_<socksand



slippersgqibakwamndayomlindaonthecouch

drinkingcoffeebutIwantedhotchocolateand

ibingekhokengokapha...Icouldn'treallycallhim

sinceIdidnotknowiphumawhattimeImeeting

yakhesouhadtosuckitupanddrinkthethecoffee.

Igotupandwenttotakehislaptopndayivulaand

startedkwiimages...IknewfullywellwhatIwas

doingandIknewhewasalsoawarecozthiscrap

notifieshimofeverything,everyfolderthatisbeing

openedsobesendingenaxhalaandIwascurious:/

wonkumntualwaystellsmeIhaven'treallyseenthe

realNtandosoIwantedtogetmaybeaclueofwhat

Ihadgottenmyselfinto,IsawimagesthatI'veseen

before...hiskids,hismom,thetwins...basicallyhis

familywasinthatfoldersoIscrolledtothenextone

andsawthegang...yonke,nendingabaziyo.I

continuedopeningthesefoldersuntilIreacheda

folderthatwaslocked...withapassword:/thenhe

called:ondangcangcazelabutIhadnochoicebutto

pickup...

Me:"lovie"



Him:"don'topenthatfile"

Me:"wellitslockedanyway"

Him:"I'malmostdonehere...whatshouldIbringyou"

Me:"hotchocolateibeninzifornakusasa"

Him:"sharp"

Me:"beforeyougo"

Him:"yeah"

Me:"canIuhm,continueviewingthesethingskule

laptop"

Him:"youneveraskedtoeventakeit"

Me:"Iknow"

Him:"continue...butuziyekeezilockediifiles"

Me:"sharp"

Icontinuedkeandreadsomedocuments,wellIcan

sayIlearntalotabouthim,hislifestyleandhis

businessventure.Minusthegangstapart,thisdude

isagoodguy,hegivestocharities,oldage



homes,children'shomesandevensupportlocal

sportsclubsbackhome...Kantiziphiezitruecolors

thatI'msupposedtosee?Maybetheselockedfiles

carryreallysensitiveinformationthatcouldopenup

myeyes...maybethat'swhyhehadtocalltomake

sureIdon'teventouchem.

Itwasn'tlongbeforeIheardaknock...Iopenedfor

himandreturnedtohislaptop,hewenttothe

kitchenthenbackupstairswavasa.Iwenttowarm

thesoupandcutthebreadthehecamedownand

huggedmefrombehindkissingmyneck

Him:"Mrsme,thiskitchensmellsdivine"

Me:"I'mgladyouapprove"

Him:"whendidyoubake"?

Me:"afteryouleft...pleasehelpcarrythis"

Him:"whydon'tweeatupstairs"?

Me:"noproblem"



Wecarriedourfoodupstairs,Imadehotchocforme

andcoffeeforhimthenwegotinbedandstarted

eating

Me:"howdidthemeetinggo"

Him:"verywell...andthankstomystylist,Igot

compliments"

:D

Me:"areyouforreal"?

Him:"khonaelinyeigezalaseZimhealwayslaughs

atmychoiceofcolorsokoendincomaebuzawho

chosetheseclothesformenamhlanje"

Me:"aaaand?Whatdidyoutellhim"

Him:"ItoldhimIhaveawifekalok"

Me:"ohna,whendidyougetmarriednabae"

Him:"haikengokbabetchin,awfuniunditshatamos

nawe"

Me:"thatdoesn'tmeanyoushouldclaimme

fondin,I'mstillonthemarketkalok"



Him:"babaimnandilesoupyakho"

Me:"fananomntuoyiphekileyo"

Him:"haikeandizongqinaintoendingayaziyomna"

Me:"ouchbaby"

Him:"whenlastdidItastethat?Lastyear?IthinkI

lostthetastekalok"

Me:"heee!Hehbabe,uthiuSosoI'mcold"

Him:"why"

Me:"cozyouleftmehereandwenttoworkkule

weather"

Him:"yaphambanauSosoyou'renotcold,zumxelele

nditshilo"

:vweatefinishandputthetraysasidethenIwentto

thebathroom,xandibuyathebedwasfilledwith

shoppingbagsandIjustmeltedandsmiledcozI

knewzezawaybendizithengelweoverseas



Me:"wehaveanin-houseauctionnababe"?

Him:"I'mpayingmydebtkalok"

Me:"mmmh,I'mtheluckyladynamhlanjemos

ungatshonje"

Him:"khululaIgownkecozIhavetoseehowsome

thingsfitonyou"

Ididn'tneedfurtherinstructions,Iremovedmygown

andtookoutoneofthehoodiesheboughtforthe

bothofus:DIworemine,heworehis...andwetooka

pic:vhalfobviously.Itriedonmostofeverything

andhegotallthecorrectsizes,whenweweredoneI

gavehimhisThuglifeT-shirtandshowedhimmine

Him:"mfazwegintsawenzakanje"

Me:"itfitsonyousoperfectly"

Him:"whatmadeyoubuythis...Imean,Iappreciateit

somuchbabe"

Me:"wellIkindarealizeIantchangewhoyouare



overnight,lemmejustembraceyouqha"

Him:"cozifyoucan'tchangethem,jointhem"

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Weremovedtheteesandilaymyheadonhischest

aswecuddledandspokeaboutthissocalledtripto

EastLondonafunanamndiyekuyonaye.
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Me:"youknowIloveyou,right"

Him:"100%"

Me:"usure"?

Him:"I'mcertain"

Iliftedmyheadandkissedhisdrylips,Ilobele

way...ndimthandanyhaniqhaasinazicikoxasidibene

thatIcanadmit.Hepulledbackandsmiled,brushing

myhairback



Him:"whatwasthatfor"

Me:"that,wastothankyouforputtingupwithme"

Him:"I'lldoiteveryday"

Ikissedhimagain,thistimewekissednonstop,he

unbuttonedmyPJtopandremovedit,tossingit

aside.Mynippleswerestandingtoattentionandmy

boobswerekindapinkishbecauseoftheweather

ke...wekissedagain,Ipulledhisvestoffandtossed

itasideandresumedbutthistimehewentdownmy

neckslowlyandseductivelykissingandbiting

makingmewannabegforit.Whenhereachedmy

chesthegavehisfullundividedattentiontoeach

breast...thisniqqamademesquirm:obathong!

Heleftmyboobsandwenttomystomach,hekissed

arounditandstoppedthenlookedupandsmiledat

me



Him:"there'sreallysomeoneinhere"

Me:"doyouseeanything"

Him:"you'renotasflatasbefore"

Hekissedmystomachagainandmoveddownwards

wherehejustremovedmyPJbottomsandstarted

kissingthethighdown,insideandopenedthemwide

thenhekissedevenmoreinthedelicateplaces,I

wantedhimtojustgointhereanddoit,yapholale

chapandjustlookedatmymound...Icouldfeelhis

coldbreathrightonthecrowofitthenIopenedmy

eyesandlookeddownathim...hewassmiling:/for

what?

Me:"babecummon"

Him:"what'stherush?Wehavethewholenightto

enjoyeachother"

Withthathekissedthetopofmypleasurepalace

andcrawledbackupallthewayshoweringmewith



kissesuntilhereachedmylipsandwedevoured

eachotherthatverysamemoment.Ipusheddown

hisPJpantsaswewerekissing:(I'mnotavery

patienthumanbeingwethu,hebitmylipsand

giggledwhenIshriekedthenhewentdownthelast

time,openedalldoorsandpeepedin,helickedad

suckledonallcorners,thepleasurebuttonwas

restless...andhewasevengoingnearit.He

continueddoinghisthingandIontheothersidewas

floatinginthisseaofpleasure,thisguywasgiving

medeepsuctions,cabauthindifunanezizango

Decemberzandiphosayo...whenhefinallytouched

thetipofmyclit,Iburstout.Myriverstartedflowing

uncontrollablyIhadtobitemylipssohardtostop

myselffromscreamingsoloudcozIwantedtobutI

knewtherewasmorecomingcozthatwasjusta

touch...hemovedthetopofhistongueroundin

circlesandIstartedheavingandjumpingcozIcould

feelmymusclestightening.Igrabbedhisheadad

pushedhimin...andthat'swhereIlostmycool,I

couldn'thandlethepressurehewasgivingmy

kingdom:v:vbekushushueparlementemtrinity!!



Hedidn'tevenwaitformetocalmdownhejust

kneltbetweenmythighsanddirectedhimselfinto

thepalaceandhewentinsmoothly...thoughIheld

mybreaththinkingtherecouldbesomesortofpain

somehowkebuttherewasn'tany.Uyay'shayake

lobhutiintoyakhe>_<hetookmetoaplaceof

neverbeenandhebroughtmebacktowherehetook

mefromandheheapednexttomebreathless...I

wasstillinmyownperfectworld,theonewejust

createdforourselves...itwasevenmoreperfect

whileIclosedmyeyes.

Ifelthimcomingbackupandwipingmedown

there...Iopenedmyeyeswasmetwithhishungry

stare,Ipulledhimdownandwekissedagain,slower

anddelicatethanbefore.

Him:"you'recruel"

Me:"what...have...Idone"?

Him:"you(kiss)punished(kiss)meforawhole...."



Thenwekissedalloveragain:vIknewthiswas

payback...nobaakazotshokekubainguye

Me:"awholewhat"?

Him:"month"

LolIlaughedathimandjustcuddledonhim,keeping

myheadbetweenhisneckandshouldercozhewas

onhisbackandmywholeweightwasonhim...his

colognestilltiestheknotsinmystomach.
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Wekindadozedoffinthatintimateskin-to-skin

position...untilwewerebothwokenupbyhisphones

-_-allringingatthesametime

Me:"hm.mhhm.mh"



Heextendedhishandandswitchedeachone

off...thenoneofmyphonesrang:oIstretchedmy

ownhandandtookthephone,sawthatnguKuhle

ndavelandamnikacozIknewitsforhim:/Kuhle

doesn'tcallmemidnight...neverhad

Bae:"hm"?

Him:"braweneedyourhelp,canyoucallsomeoneto

comepickusupeMlazi"

Bae:"nifunantonemlazi"

Him:"bhutipls"

Bae:"gotoMaryI'lltellherniyeza"

Him:"ul'bonileixesha"

Bae:"kantiufunandithininaKuhle"

Him:"callupsomeoneanyone...we'restrandedokay"

Bae:"don'tfuckenraiseyourvoiceatmekwedini"

Him:"sorrybra"



Bae:"sund'qhelakakubiwakingmeupinthemiddle

ofthenighttotellmeru-"

Igrabbedthephone:oIwasn'tgonnaallowhimto

speaklikethatnotevenifitswithhisbrother

Me:"kwenzekaniKay"

Him:"yhobra...itsalongstorybutnowwe'releft

strandedeMlazi"

Me:"okay...canIcallyoubackinaminute"

Him:"sharp"

IhungndaphakamaandsatupfacingNtando

Him:"what"?

Me:"umphoxelaniumntana"

Him:"that'sagrownassman"

Me:"butstill,heneedsyourhelp"



Hekeptquiet...Iwaited,andwaited...hegotupand

tookanotherphoneandcalledsomeoneIdidn'teven

carebangubankeaslongashe'llbehelpinghis

brother.Helookedatmewhiletalkingonthephone...

Him:"indawnilentwana"

Me:"lemmecallhim,andimazi"

IquicklycalledKuhle...

Him:"Tee"

Me:"wherey'allatexactly"

Him:"Idon'tknow...butwe'resomewhereneara

greenboardwrittenUmlazi"

ItoldbaewaskewathiImusttellOoKuhletofind

theirwaytothemainroad,bazoyokhangelwasoI



passedonthemessageandhungupandgotin

bed...heswitchedoffthelightsandcametobed.

Ikissedhislips

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"maslale"

Okay...thatwasclearinvitationthatIshouldshut

up,triedtoturnmybackonhim:vheheldmyarm

andturnedmetofacehim,mylipsrestedonhis

chestandthatwasenoughforme...itdrewmefast

tosleep,Iwaswarm...I'msurenoJuniorwashappy

feelingthisclosetodaddy.

Iwokeuppastthreeorso...IwassowetIstarted

kissinghimandherespondedasifhewasn't

asleep...thatmydear,wasjustabeginningtoanother

coupleofmoreroundsofecstasyandpleasureand

intimacy.Hemademefeelsospecialandand

neededeverytimehewouldhoarselysaymyname



whenhe'sreleasing...Icouldholdontothose

momentsforever,theywerejusttooprecious.

-TWOMONTHSLATER-

*March*

Iwasstillmadlyinlovewiththisniqqâ _̂ohdidI

mentionthatmybellywasonlystartingtoshownow

:D?HehadleftmosandreturnedtotheCaperight

aftermyregistrationweekcozhehadbusinessesto

attendtoandIunderstood,byvalentineshewasn't

eveninthecountrybuthemadeitworthwhileby

sendingmeadozenofredrosesandtheywere

deliveredatschool:*alltheNECESSARYattentionI

wasreceivingwastoooverwhelming,Iwasblushing

thewholeday.

Sothisweekhewasscheduledtocomebackfora

weekinJo'burgandhebookedadoctors

appointmentcozhewasbecominganxiousoverthe

baby'sgender.IhadnoclassanditwasTuesday,so

whenhesaidhewasaroundIwokeandbathedkuba



ndizoyakwakheandJoziweatherwaslikekespring

break...alllovelyandbrightsoIjustworeaflared

miniyellowdresswithblacklaceattheback

matcheditupwithblackpumpsbutwhenIcame

outekhayahewasthereonthefrontgateplayingla

jazz:oo.OIwalkeduptohimandlaughed

Me:"why"

Him:"Imissedyou,andIwantedtosurpriseyou"

Hecameoutandwehugged,hebentdownand

kissedthelittlebumpthenwalkedmetotheother

sideofthecar,heopenedmydoorandIwalkedin

andsatdown.Hegotinonhissideanddrovethe

caroutofLuke'splace

Me:"awtyebe,whenlastdidyouhitthegym"

Him:"Idon'tknow...nawenjeuyatyeba"

Me:"soze!Imastartjoggingverysoon"



Him:"awphilanga"

Me:"I'mnotevengoingtoclasssiyaphingapha"

Him:"we'regoingtothedoctor...Iwannaseemyson

fondin"

Me:"heeeokay"

Whenwereachedthedoctorsofficewewalkedhand

inhandandsatonthewaitingline.

Me:"IthinkIwouldn'tmindamilkshake"

Him:"you'llgetitophumakwethuapha"

Isulked...thedoctorcalledusinIsatonthebedand

Ntandodidallthetalking:v:vIwasjustamoomoo

phakathikwabothenthedoctorransome

tests...afterthat,heinstructedmetolieonmy

back,hesmearedlagelibandayoonmystomach

andthenweheardmybabiesheart



Doc:"that'syourbabyrightoverthere...canyousee

theheadoverhere"

Him:"babelookatthearms"

Doc:"doyouwannaknowthegender"?

Him:"yesandhowfarsheis"

Doc:"oh-kay....Here,itsaboyandyou'reinyourfifth

month,meaning..there'sahugepossibilityyoudeliver

in-"

Him:"July"

Doc:"orearlyAugust"

:DIwasjusttoomuchinthezoneIforgottoeven

blink...seeingsuchalivelyhumanbeinginsideme

growingsogracefully...Iwasn'tevenresponding,I

wasinaweshame.Ntandoandthedoctorwere

keepingtheirconversationthenwhenweweredone

heaskedforprintoutsthatwecantakehomeandhe

wasgiven.Wewentyopaythenhetookmeto

WimpyndiyotyaImilkshakeyam



Him:"today,you'regettinganythingyoulike"

Me:"really"

Him:"I'mserious"

Me:"what'sthebudget"

Him:"limitless"

Heee!Mkmkuncedakeleubabysana,hegotexactly

whathewanted...

Me:"IwantaSamsungGalaxytab10.3inch"

Him:"wherecanwegetit"?

Me:"MtnshopsorGame"

Him:"ohkay...we'llgolookforit"

Me:"mmh...Ialsowantuhm...26inchMalaysian

brownandblondweave"

Him:"ezanwelezetwothousandeach"?

Me:"yessir"



Him:"ohkay,nametheshop,we'llbethere"

:v:vIwasgonnaabusethisday...Godknows!
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Wethenwenttothemalltobuymytablet:D

Him:"hayIthinkIwantonetoo"

Me:"uyakopa"

Him:"thisthingisbeautiful...Andyou'retheone

who'sbeennaggingmetoadapt"

Me:"kaloktodayisMYmoment,don'thijackitfondin"

Him:"butbabe...IpromiseI'llbuyonlythisthingfor

myselfthenyoucanbuyintozakho"

Me:"kay"

Him:"please"

Me:"thengababe"



Lolhaykodwa:/tchini!ItookthisSamsungGalaxy

tabletandhetookaniPhoneAppletablet,samesize

qhathenwewenttolookformyhair...lolwe

browsedandbrowsed

Him:"babybutyouhavesomethinglikethis"

Me:"butitsshorterthanle"

Him:"whynottakeadifferentname"

Me:"Peruvian"?

Him:"Idon'tknowhairkalokbutI'mjustsuggesting"

Me:"okayakhongxaki"

ItookthreebundlesofPeruvianhairndavala

umlomowam:vthisniqqadoesn'tunderstandthat

lookingbeautifuliscostly.Uzobonaimihlolaxa

eyobhatalaezinwele...Isawanotherpairofblack

hairwithbrowntipsandaddedthem:vndivale

owamumlomothenwewenttopayheswipedand



didn'tevenlookatthenotificationonhis

phone...saphuma

Him:"okay,siyaphi"

Me:"erh...Ihaveclothes,alotofthemsoIthinkwe

shouldjustheadhome"

Him:"intwomonthsit'llbewintersoIthinkitswise

tobuysomestuffkwangokustopavoidover

spendingbythen"

Me:"ooh,maybewecanbuyforuSino"

Him:"onlyifizondikhapha"

Me:"heeekusekholontokanene"

Wandithigxezu:vndamhleka...ujamelaban?Tshin

thiza!Wewenttobuyeziwinterclothingforallof

excludingOwecozutatakheuthiChumausually

laybyesforOweandsendstheslipthenNtandowill

goandtakeoutthelaybyesowe'llbewastingifwe

buyforhimtoo,inhisplaceweboughtshoes,scarfs

andtwocoatsforumazala.Ntandoloveshismom



somuch,akafuninovawhenitcomestoher...ofcoz

weboughtsomestuffforourselvesmostlyyazezam.

Him:"youdon'twannabuysomethingforyourson"?

Me:"no..."

him:"usure"?

me:"tooearly,we'llonlystartbuyingwhenwe're

sevenmonths"

Him:"ooh...soyou'resatisfiedwiththesethings"?

Me:"thesethings"?

Him:"babe...Isaidthereisnobudget,we'reexceeding

alllimitstoday"

Ilookedathim...Akandazlomfana:vlikehereally

doesn'tknowmeshame.Ismiledandstoodonmy

toesreachinguptokisshimrightthereandthen,he

wasshockedorrathersurprisedbuthedidn'tpull

back...Iwasn'tgonnakisshimforlongthough:DI



wasjustsofteninghimupformynextbiggiftsfor

theday...

Me:"there'sacouplemorethingsIforgot"

Him:"ohkay,masambesiyekuzo"

Iwalkedoutoftheshopandwalkedtoourcar...:v

packedthoseshoppingbagsinthebackseatsand

turnedndamjongastillsmiling

Him:"oh-kay"?

Me:"Iwantacar"

Him:"awhat"?

Me:"car...WhitishsilverJaguarXE20dPrestige"

Him:"yho"

Me:"wehavenobudgetremember?There'snolimit

kalokbabe"

Him:"ifyourfirstisacar...whataretheother'couple'



morethingsyouwannabuy"

Me:"thatsnotimportantrightnow...amIgettingmy

car"?

Helookedatme,Ihadmyarmscrossedacrossmy

chestndipholeKusismedullamtchanam,ubhut'

oblongataephephezelelwangumoya.LolNtando

didn'treallyexpectmetoaskthis...

Him:"okay,gimmeaweektolookforitthenI'llget

backtoyou"

Me:"thankyou...canweeat?I'mhungry"

Ndatshondihamba...ifI'mgonnabequeenforthe

day,letmestartqueeningkwangokumahn>_<he

followedandcaughtupwithmesahambasayotya

sobabini,weorderedandourfoodcamethrough

satya..



Me:"I'llbeusingthecarduringandafterthe

pregnancy,right"

Him:"that'scorrect"

Me:"good,nowIwantsomethingIcanuseformyself

afterI'vegivenbirth"

Him:"what'sthat"

Me:"scooter"

Him:"usifunaninikengok"

Me:"wellibudgethasnolimitnamhlanjemos"

Him:"you'rewastingmymoneyqjawenababe"

Me:"butitswhatIwant"

Him:"okaylet'sdothis...let'swaittillyougive

birth...I'llbuyitforyou.Ipromise"

Me:"okay...nowIwantyoutotakemetotheshooting

range"

Hechokedonhisfood...Iuhm:v:vlaughed:v:v



Him:"what'sgottenintoyounababy"

Me:"awfuniwenandiye"

Him:"no,Idon'twantmywifecarryingguns"

Me:"sohowamIsupposedtoprotectmyselfwhen

you'renotaround"

Him:"you'reprotectedandyouknowthat,I'mjusta

phonecallawaybabeha,ayou'renotgoingtothe

shootingrange"

Me:"yhuuyatyhafisababeshame"

Him:"I'mprotectingyou"

Me:"okayfine...youkickedtwoofmysuggestionsso

far.NowI'moutofoptions"

Him:"Ihaven'treallykickedthem,I'mjustpostponing

themfortherighttime...meaning,now,meyouand

juniorshouldgoandrest.Itsbeenalovelyday"

Itouchedmystomachsmiling...I'msolucky.Very

lucky...



Him:"letsgohomebeforeyoubecomebroody"

Me:"myfeetarekillingmemtcha-"

Hegavemeonehelluvalook:vNtandowillnever

reallygiveintounderstandmeNkos'yam:v:vhe

paystoomuchattentiontoeverylittledetail

especiallyinreferencetohim.Wetookour

takeawaysandheadedhome...whenwearrivedwe

slouchedandmassagedmyfootonthecouch.Iwas

pamperedlikeapersonofroyalty...

Him:"sofourmoremonthstogo..."

Me:"Iwishitwerejustoneortwo"

Him:"they'llpassbysoquickyouwon'tnotice"

Me:"ohI'llnoticeIpromise...I'mgettingfat

already,lookatmyfeetnow.Atleastthecravings

stoppedbesidesthechocolateofcoz"

Him:"andthemoodswings"

Me:"andthemorningsickness,thatneveronly



happenedinthemorning"

Hesmiled...atleastIgavehimthatonechanceto

bondwithhisunbornsonwethu.
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Me:''babe"

Him:"mh"

Me:"Iwantahouse"

Him:"huh"?

Me:"aholidayhouseinPE"

Him:"at20whatareyougoingtodowithahouse?

Whatwillyoutellyourfolks?Haybabe"

Me:"I'mgonnauseitwheneverIneedabreather

kalok,myfolksdon'tneedtoknowxakucaba"

Him:"lemmethinkaboutit"

Me:"okay"

Him:"haveyoudecidedongoingtoEastLondonwith



me"

Me:"didyouregistersinotoagoodschool"

Him:"yeahandIhearshe'sverymuchhappyqhaoko

endibuzandizanini"

Me:"Imissher"

Him:"lemmecallumakhuluwakhe"

Bendizomnqandanehbutndazibamba...

Her:"halo"

Him:"makhulu,unjani"

Her:"ndiyaphila"

Him:"ee"

Her:"nentombiiyaphilaaphaqhaoko

ikubuza...uyaphilanawe"

Him:"ndiyaphilamakhulumahn,qhandisabambekile

ngumsebenzikodwandizozamaukuzanobakunge

weekend"



Her:"undithengeleiizlippersKalokndodakuzobanda

aphaubusikasebungena"

Him:"sendizithengilegogo"

Her:"uyabonakendoda,ndizozifunananinikengok"

Him:"Lindakalokmama...uphiuSino"

Her:"bambandimkhwaze"

-

Me:"sup"

Him:"usayokhwazauSino"

Me:"ntonkeuthishemustwaitfor"

Him:"shewantsslippers"

Me:"oohshame"

-

Her:"daddy"

Him:"princess,howareyou"

Her:"I'mfinethanksandyou"

Him:"I'mgood...whyushiyaumakhulualone"



Her:"Iwenttoplaykalokdaddy"

Him:"butyouknowthetimetogohome,youcan't

playoutsidethistimeSino"

Her:"butdaddykusemhlophe"

Him:"Sino"

Her:"hm"

Him:"Sinothando"

Her:"tata"

Him:"whyareyoubackchattingmenow"?

-cwaka-

Him:"ndiyathetha"

-cwaka-

Hehandedmethephone

Me:"baby"

Her:"mamaaaaaaa,Imissyou.Uphi?UseKapa"?



Me:"noI'minJo'burg,howareyou"

Her:"I'mfine,yhosisi"

Me:"hahahayintonmntanam"

Her:"thankyou"

Me:"fornto"

Her:"theclothes,makhulusaidthengwenguwe

mpahlaforCrismesi"

Me:"oohhaywethu,itwasyourdadandyourother

mom"

Her:"utshoqhowenasisi"

Me:"itsthetruthnjebabe,howisschool"

Her:"Ihavenewfriendssana"

Me:"good,uzphathekak'hleandlistentogogovha"

Her:"ewemama"

Me:"andknowthatIloveyouokay"

Her:"Iloveyoutoomama"

Me:"goodnightkelove"



Her:"goodnight..."

IgaveNtandobackhisphone...wathethano

mamakheforafewminutesbeforehangingup.

Him:"whatarewehavingforsupper"

Me:"IwantwingsonPeriPerisauce,curriedriceand

threesalads"

Him:"wherecanwegetallofthat''

Me:"celaund'phekele"

Him:"huh?Hayiawvakalincambaby"

Me:"babetodayIaskandI'mgiven...orhaveyou

forgotten"?

Him:"thisisgettingtomuchnow"

Me:"allI'maskingisforyoutocookmeameal,just

thisonce"

Him:"canyouhelpmeatleast"

Me:"juniorwantstorest"



:v:vhelookedatmelikeamalunatic

sana...wazincamaatsomepointandwenttocook:D

Icouldsmellthewings:pyhoumntuuyakwaz

uphekavha.Igotupfromthecouchandwenttothe

kitchenndahlalaonthehighchairphalookingand

watchingwhathewasdoing

Me:"canItaste"

Him:"onlyifyou'llhelpmewiththeveggies"

Me:"Idon'tmind"

Him:"usisthandwanyhaniwena"

Hegavemetwowingsandkissedmeonthenose

bridgethenputatrayofvegetablesinfrontofme

wabuyelaezimbizenizakhe.Wecookedtogether...



Myphonerangandhepassediton...myheart

jumpedforjoy

Me:"Bheyibhiwam"

Him:"IwonderliphiirhamncwaNkos'yam"

Icouldn'thelpmyself...Sosohasthatabilitytofind

thatspotwithinmethatneedstobepoppedlikea

tenyearsoldpimple:v:vhe'stalentedinthatarea

I'mtellingyou.

Him:"Imissyoufondin"

Me:"hahaIknow"

Him:"areyougoinghomethisoneweekholiday"?

Me:"nobutubabeufunandimkhapheayekokwabo"

Him:"yhiniiintloni"

Me:"forthewhySoso"

Him:"you'renotmarried,whyonearthwouldyou



khaphathebeasthome?Unlessyouwanthimto

beastandfeastonyou...butthenagain,you'retoo

coldforabeast,Iheardtheyliketheirpreywarm"

Iwasinstitchesandcryingatthesametime...babe

wasjustgivingmetheeyeokocabaubudinwayile

ntoyamnoSosoworseisiphazamisasipheka.

Me:"Iwillhanguponyou"

Him:"youwouldn'tdare"

Me:"stopspeakingrubbishorIwill"

Itwashisturntolaughkengok:v

Him:"awsadikwedidIdisturbMrandMrsBeast

makinganotherbabybeast"?

Me:"SosozokuxelaKubabeyaz"

Him:"thatniqqaisfondofmentwanayam,I'mlike



thelatestGillettebladephakuye"

Me:"hayumntanamuzobanegodfathereligeza

stru'bob"

Him:"haysukaImissyou"

Me:"Idon'tmissyou...BraIneedsomethingfrom

you"

Him:"firstyoudon'tmissme,thenyouneed

somethingfromme?Ugrandmotho"

Me:"kegrandman,lookthisisimportant"

Him:"okayI'mallears"

Me:"celaxauzayokwelicalaund'phatheleigunqgule

tencents"

Yhokwahlekanobabethistime:vSosothinkshe's

thebest?Hedon'tknownomemtchanam:'(hewas

institcheskwayenalowokuhleka

Him:"yesusIthoughtthiswassomethingreal"



Me:"itsrealkumkalok"

Him:"yhuTrinalique,uyakwazudlalangomntusisi"

Me:"gaveyouyourtasteofyourownmedicine"

Him:"nenzani"?

Me:"I'mwatchingbaecooking"

Him:"whichbaeiscookingnaTee"

Me:"wazomphiubaenawenasoso"

Him:"thebeastcancook?Iyhoheeehayyijackpot

mfazi"

:v

Me:"uyayabona?I'maqueenI'mtellingyou"

Him:"jongauyiBoss-Ladyforreal,khawyeke"

Me:"thanksforthecallfriend"

Him:"uyayaz"

Wehungupndamcedisaubabewaphekawagqiba



anddishedupforbothofusandthenwetookour

foodtotheloungesatyelapha.
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Aftereatingourdinnerweheadedtothe

bedroom...itsveryrareformetosleepwithout

takingabathandthisdayIdidn'tfeellikebathingat

all.Iundressedcompletelywhilehewenttoruna

bathandIstartedbywearingmyPJshortshe

returnedwhileIwaswearingthePJtop

Him:"you'renotbathing"

Me:"no"

Him:"butI'veranyouabubblebath"

Me:"yhoha.andonqena"

Him:"thisisafirst...wewentAWOLshoppingand

youcomplainedaboutyourfeetnowyoudon't

wannabath?Doesthatmakesensetoyou"

Me:"perfectsense...ambovasaifufunauvasababe"



Hecamebehindmeandkissedmyneck,lol

ntozothandauthandwaIdidn'tnoticehewaslifting

thetopndothukexaizoqabelaabovethechestarea

Me:"babymahn"

Him:"we'llbathtogether"

Me:"ndonqenanyhanibabe"

HiM:"allyouhavetodoistowalktothebathroom,I'll

doeverythingelse"

Hekindlypushedmetotherightdirectionndafika

ndakhukulaphaandwegotinsidethe

bubbles,facingeachothersancokolaandweactually

didn'tbathqhabesiyoncokolaemanziniashushu

andwhenthewatergotcoldwecameoutand

wrappedtowelsaroundourbodiesaswewalkedto

thebedroom...I'dbelyingifIsaidwelotioned,ha,a

mnaIwantedtosleepsobadly,ImeanIhadthe

mostawesomeyettiringdayandIwasfullka



mnandiubabeusiphekelethemostdelishmealso

allIcoulddowasjustcuddleandfallawayintomy

ownperfectNeverland.NdasulaandandworehisT-

shirtndangenasezingubeni

Him:"'babethat'saCrocketandJonesT-shirtnota

nightie"

Me:"so"?

Him:"sizomoshakala"

Me:"ifyiqualitysomoshwayinton"

Wathulaandcametojoinmetheminutehisheadhit

thepillowsIturnedmybackonhimbutlaymyhead

onhisarmsandhejustcuddlednefrombehind.

MidnighthegotacallfromChuma-_-thatchickhas

nochill

Him:"mh"



-cwaka-

Him:"thethafondin"

Her:"hi...Ubusy!Ineedsomelittlehelptorhwana"

Him:"BanxeshanaChuma"

Her:"Idon'tknow...pastmidnightIthink"

Him:"tchin,haykhandyekendilale"

Her:"plsmanIforgotIhadanassignment

submissiontomorrownowI'mkindastuck"

-cwaka-

Iturnedandfacedhim,breathinghisscentsent

goosebumpsallovermybody...Idon'tknowwhenI'll

evergetusedtohowhesmells,Ijustbecomeweak

andlunaticoverhimlikethefirsttimeImethimand

tradedtobeingindenialaboutmyfeelings.

Him:"yhowhydidyouhavetocallel'xeshakengok"



Her:"thoughtI'llmanagebutndiyazibonaI'm

drowninghere"

Him:"haykodwanawemanChuma"

Iheardthename...Ndavulaamehloandlookedat

him:ohecan'tbeserious,thistime?Withhisex?It

didn'tsoundlikeachildrelatedemergencyke

futhi...helookeddownandsawme

.

.ndamjongastill...

.

.

Him:"Iuhm,havetogo"

Her:"oh,thoughtyou'renotbusy...okaycanIatleast

mailyouthesetwopagesthenyou'llcheckonthem

andresendthemtomepls"

Him:"okay"



WhenhehungupIgotupandwenttothe

bathroom...Idon'tlikeitatallandI'msureitwas

writtenallovermyface.
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Icamebackandgotinbed

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"there'snothingtobeupsetabout"

Me:"kay"

Him:"I'msorryifyoufeeloffendedinanyway"

Me:"ijustwannaknowwhydoesshecontinue

callingyouebusukucozitsnotthefirsttimeeyanza

lento"

Him:"sheonlycallswhenheneedshelpnjebabe

akahluphiasmuch"



Me:"ooh"

IclosedmyeyesandcoveredmyheadIwantedto

sleepmntakabhutithisChumawasn'tgonnaspoil

mymoodnamhlanjeofalldays,Ihaveabright

morningtolookforwardto.Hecamecloseandwe

sleptthroughthenight,wellIdidbuthedidn't.When

hewassurethatI'masleephewenttohiscomputer

deskandhelpedChumawithherassignment,when

hewasdonehecametobedwalala...Pastfive

baphelaubuthongoIwokeupandworeagownand

walkeddownstairs:pIwaskindahungryforoily

foodsoImadeFrenchtoastwithscrambledeggs

andcoffeendayohlalaeloungandatya...Ihadapack

ofMarybiscuitsnexttometolevelupogqibakwam

okukutya:v.HowIwishIcamewithmyownlaptop

herecoznowIwantedrushmyownsecondterm

assignmentssinceIhadsubmittedtheonesofthe

firsttermalready.Itextedandchattedwithpeople

whowereonline...notmanythough,justclassmates

andAmanda'scousins.BythetimehewokeupI

washalfwaythroughthebiscuitsanddonewiththe



foodndabesendidlalaIgameonmyphone

Him:"goodmorning"

Hekissedmycheek

Me:"morning,foodisintheoven"

Hewenttothekitchenwabuyawithhis

breakfast...satnexttome.IwatchedTV

Him:"usharp"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"aboutlastnight..."

Me:"babymylifedoesn'trevolvearoundChuma,we

don'thavetotalkaboutsoearlyinthemorning"

Him:"sheneededhelpwithanassignment"



Igotupndayobekaezizintobendityelakuzondabuya

withorangejuicetofinishoffthesebiscuitsndahlala

andwatchedallthesoapierepeats.WhenIdone

watchingthesoapiesIwenttobath...Ineededto

seemybrother:(ImissedhimsomuchsoIgot

dressedinayellowboobtubekneelengthdresswith

whitestills:/IlovehighheeledshoesshameIcan't

helpmyself.ThenIfixedmyfaceandhair,hewalked

inandsatonthebedwatchingmendenzantozam

ndagqibaandcalledmybrother..Ireallymissedmy

familyman.Marcwhotreatsmelikehisfirst

born,Keriwhothinkswearenotsupposedtogrow

sofast,EveourlunaticandLukethewell-known

playaofalltime:vIreallymissedthemandseeing

Lukewouldkindafillthatvoidcoznayeubusysana

ufunumfaziakasenalonexeshalethuanymore:(well

hedoesbutwhenhe'ssobusylikeheis,itkinda

feelslikehedoesn't...

Him:"Lilsis"



Me:"areyoubyanyslightchancehome"

Him:"hahahaI'vejustarrived,why"

Me:"haytchiekmisjou"

Him:"ekmisjouook,whenareyoucomingback"?

Me:"I'mnotsureyet,butwecandosomebrunch"

Him:"I'msureyou'llbepaying,Idon'tmindatall

sweety"

Nowwasmyownturntolaugh...Weagreedtomeet

inanhourndaphakamandayomaphambikobae

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisbareshouldersand

smiledathisfrustration..cozI'msooverthatChuma

issueo.Othat'sevenboringnowtobehonest

Me:"Idon'tlikethelookonyourface"

Him:"itheni"

Me:"youlookfrustratedmanbabe"



Ikissedhislipsandlookedhimintheeyes,he

moistenedhislipsendijongile...hahahatheintimacy

though<3<3

Him:"thoughtuzogodukaophelakwevekior

something"

Me:"andwhatchangedyourthoughts"

Him:"yourcall"

Me:"I'monlyhavingbrunchwithLuke...Imisshim

thenI'llcomebackandIneedmylaptopathomeI

havetocheckifIsentallmyassignmentsforthe

semesterbeforeclassesclose"

Him:"ohkaybutyoucancheckyonkelontonakule

yamIlaptopmos"

Me:"everytimeItakeyourlaptopI'mtemptedtotry

andcrackthecodeandreadorseewhatsinsideso

let'sjustleaveitatthat"

Him:"oh...sowecanhavedinnertogetherlateron"

Me:"erh...Awuyindawo"?



Him:"I'llbeinSowetotheentiredaybutI'llbeback

fordinner"

Me:"OKmosdef"

Hesmiled...notthehappysmilebutthat"okay"

smile,Isentdownandkissedhimandheldthekiss

withthebothofusnotbreathingwhenhe

couldn't,heslightlyopenedhislipsandwecontinued

kissing.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"youjustmademyday...nowIneedtogoseal

thatdeal"

Me:"howmuch"

Him:"goodsworth1.5Milli"

Me:"goods"

Wandijonga..Iwantedtolaugh,hejustchuckledand

bitmybottomlip



Him:"importedpowder"

Me:"ooh...don'tstressyourself,itsallyours"

Him:"Iknow,you'remymuse"

Wekissedonelasttimethenwehelpedeachother

andcleanedup,iworeandapronandwewentto

cleandownstairsndaqoqoshanaseloungethenhe

wenttoshowerkubaezondisaetownKuLuu.

Hecameoutdressedinblackandgreyclams,black

musclehugvneckT-shirtandTimberlandswaphola

Kuhead...heeeyouhavenoidea:Digrandle

chap,laweifondinyho!

Him:"sambesisi"

Me:"yazhloboeliumhlengaloIwouldwannacancel

nalobrunchandbeyourhandbagthewholeday"

Him:"youknowI'dlovethat"



Me:"but...wehavetogoneh"?

:vndaphakamaandgrabbedthecarkeys...Iwanted

todrive:DIopenedthecarandgotin

ndamlinda...hecameto"his"sideandopenedthe

doorwandijongawahleka

Him:"you'renotdriving"

Me:"andwhy'sthat"

Him:"haybabesitontheotherside,I'mdriving"

Me:"ha.ababeItookthekeyfirstkalok"

Him:"babetodayI'mdealingwiththemostpowerful

crewJo'burghaseverhadinmygeneration.Things

couldgetroughandrougedouttheresoIcan'trisk

havingyouinMYseat"

OkayIcouldn'treallyarguethat...Ishiftedand

movedtotheotherseat,hegotinanddrovetothe

bank.Hegotoutwithaleatherbriefcase.



Whilehewasgone,hehadlefttwophonesbehind

andonewasringingnonstopthatonthethirdringI

hadtotakeitandseewhoisthispersistentperson

onlytofindoutikwanguloChumalohIputitback

whereIgotitbutshedidn'tstop....Myheadwas

abouttoblastyilentombi!

Me:"Ntando'sphonehi"

Her:"hi,uright"

Me:"goodyou"

Her:"great,uphiutatakaOwentando"

Me:"he'sbusyplscallhimafter45minutes"

Her:"ohokay,noakhoneedjusttellhimIappreciate

hisassistancekulaassignment"

Me:"alright"

Her:"areyousureyou'reokay?Imean,youdosound

offish"

Me:"I'llmakesurehegetsthemessage,haveagood



day"

Ihungupandputthatphonewhereitwas,textedmy

brothertofindoutwherewe'remeetingthenndavala

umlomowam.Hereturnedwiththatsamebriefcase

,gotinthecarandstarteditsahamba

Him:"IhaveonemoreplacethenI'lltakeyoutoyour

destination"

Me:"Chumacalled"

Wabhekawandijonga,thenlookedahead

Him:"uthini"

Me:"sheappreciatesyourhelpinher

assignment,saidIshouldpassonthemessage"

Him:"sure"



Afterthatsatyaamacwakauntilwereached

lendawoebesiyakuyo...

Him:"come,we'lltakejustacoupleofminuteshere"

Me:"I'dratherstayhere"

Him:"please,bazofunaukbonaababantu"

Me:"khayekeman"

HegotoutandwalkedinsidethismassiveJozi

house...wewereinthedriveway.Bendcaphukaman

:onjeekancinci.Yand'qhelauNtandonoChuma

wakhe...Stru'bobbayand'qhelacozifthiswasmyex

eyenzalentohewouldn'tlikeit.Iunderstandwhenit

concernsOwentandobuthismother?Like...hello????
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AfteracoupleofminutesemkileIcalledmybigbro



Him:"Hello"

Me:"hello?Mmmh,howareyou"

Him:"heey,Ididn'tevencheckthecallerID"

Me:"meaningthatyou'rebusy"

Him:"wellnotanymore,what'sup?"

Me:"thesky..niqqaImissyou"

Him:"I'mcomingtoJozinextweek"

Me:"yhoIwon'tbearound"

Him:"oh...whenwillyoubeback"

Me:"followingweek"

Him:"thenI'llcomethatfollowingweekcozIwas

alsomissingyouandEvelyn"

Me:"yhothatEvelynhuman?Ihardlyevenseeher"

Him:"shealsocalledmeyesterday"

Me:"how'sLiz"

Him:"Lizisworkingatcorrectionalservices"



Ndamhleka....theseguysknowhowtodobusiness.

He'sgothisbabymommaworkingatCorrectional

Servicescozitwillcomehandyinthefuture...Weall

knowitwillcomehandy.

Sancokolakenobhutithenwehungupjustwhen

baereturnedwangenaemotweniasIwashanging

up,helookedatmesuspiciouslybutdidn'tsay

anythingwavelawancuma

Him:"Ihopeyoudidn'tgettoobored"

Me:"unfortunatelynot,I'mmeetingLukeatSandton

square"

Him:"okay"

Wedroveinsilence...IwaschattingwithEveand

SosoonWhatsAppsojumpcaseIwasgigglingat

somepointsbuthedidn'tshowanysignyodikwa

untilmyphonerangagainandthistimeitwas

Anelisa



Me:"Nelisa"

Wandijonga...

Her:"hey,uright"

Me:"sharpwena"

Her:"I'mcool...CelaundthethelenoNtandobra

andbolekeusinoklevekiizayo"

Me:"yho"

Her:"ifakavumiforthefullweekthenIcan

compromisenobalusukukendibook'isheinahotel"

Me:"I'mnotpromisinganything..butI'lltrymybest"

Her:"I'llappreciateitverymuch"

Me:"okay,I'llinformyouofanyprogresskevha"

Her:"alrightthankshey"

Me:"sharp"

Wehungup...whenwereachedmydestinationI

couldseemybrother'scaratadistanceandmy

heartjumpedforjoycozndayazI'llbespoiltrotten



namhlanje.Weparkedandsatinsilence...Akathethi

mosbutthetensionfeltlikehewantedtosay

something

Me:"oh-kay,Iguessthat'smycue..thanksfortheride"

Him:"...Beforeyougo"

Me:"mh"

Him:"Ijustwantyoutounderstandthatthere's

nothinggoingonbetweenChumaandI,sheneeded

helpandIwasthere,sheonlyaskedmekubaeyazits

myexpertise"

Me:"sure,seeyoulater"

Him:"Iloveyouokay,onlyyou"

Me:"Iknow"

Ikissedhislipsandlefthim...Idon'tcaretoknow

whyhehasasoftspotforuChumabuthedidand

sheknewthatverywellthat'swhyshe'slikethis.

Uqheliswenguye.



Ileftwithmybrotherandhetookmetothis

exquisitenewrestaurantintownhaikewehadour

threecoursemealthenwhenwewerehaving

dessertIshowedhimthesonar

Him:"wow...thisiscuteman"

Me:"tellmeaboutit...anditsaboy"

Him:"hemustbehappy"

Me:"very"

Him:"sowhatdidhebuyyou"?

Itookoutmynewtabandputitonthetable...the

excitementonhisface:v

Him:"Iexpectedsomethingbiggerbutthisis...thisis

toogreatman,whenIplacedanordertheysaidit

wasonlylimitededition"



Me:"itis...wellIamexpectingtwobigthings"

Him:"acar"?

Me:"andaholidayhouse"

Him:"you'remilkingtheniqqadryTee"

Me:"buthesaidthere'snolimit"

Wahleka,wespentthewholedaytogether:Dhaving

funandplayingaround,obviouslyeatingalotof

sweetthings.Pastseven,Igotacallfrombae...

Me:"tabeast"

Him:"babyuzobuyanini"

Me:"erh...wejustcameoutofcinemaI'mnotreally

sure"

Him:"butyoupromised"

Me:"ohdinner?Erh...OkaycanIcallyouback"

Him:"sure"



IhungupandaskedLuuwabeesithiIshouldjust

wait15moreminutescozhe'swaitingforSive

they'regoingoutfordinner...Icalledlomfo

Him:"Mrs"

Me:"youcancomefetchmeafter15minutes"

Him:"where"

Me:"I'lltextyoutheaddress"

Him:"okay"

WhenSivefinallycametheylefttogetherandIsat

therewaitingforNtando...Hedidn'tcallbuthe

rockedup30minuteslater.Igotinthecarandwe

headedhomewellIthoughtwewereeatingoutbut

clearlyIthoughtwrong.Whenwereachedthe

parkingspotheturnedofftheengineandhithis

headonthesteeringwheel...Iwaited,Iknewthere

wassomethingupbutIwantedhimtosayit...



Him:"Iuhm,don'tknowhowtotellyouthis"

Me:"what"

Him:"Oweishere"

Me:"here?Whendidhearrive?Ohwait...uzenabani"?

Quiet..

Mymindraced...:v

Me:"babydon'ttellmeChumaisheretoo"

Hissilencesaiditall...Igotoutofthecarandwalked

tothehouse,Ididn'tknock.Iopenedthedoorand

OwentandowaswatchingTVhejumpedandranto

meandwehugged.AsIwasabouttosit,Icouldhear

someonesinginginthekitchen,mynosetwitched

ngumsindowherethehelldoesshegettheguts?I

gotupandNtandowalkedinndamjongaquizzically



Him:"awuzfuniflatshoes"

Me:"whatisshedoinginthatkitchen"?

ShecameoutwearingMYapron,hayitsminekalokI

boughtit...therewasnoaproninthishouse.Shewas

allsmiles:o

Her:"ohhi...Ididn'tknowyouwerecoming.Ordoyou

livehere?WorseIdidn'tcountyouinthedinnerthat

I'mpreparing,butI'msurewecandosomething

aboutthat"

IlookedatNtandowithmyhandsonbothsidesof

mywaist...

Me:"andthis"?

Him:"canwegoupstairs"



Her:"hedidn'ttellyouI'mcomingneh?IhopeIdidn't

causeproblemsbetweeny'all"

Me:"canyoujustchillyourassoffChumaandget

thehellouttathatkitchen"

Her:"heeehaywhitegirlithenwandwe-"

Me:"don'tyoudare...don'tyoudare"

IwalkedinfrontofNtandoleadingthewaytothe

bedroomndafikandamlinda,Iremovedmyshoes

andworeslipperswangenaIjustlookedathimwhile

stillstanding

Him:"ChumaisgoingtoMalawingomsoandshe

didn'thaveumntuwoshiyauOweIofferedto

ushiyekanayeyabo,souhm,shecamehereonly

droppinghimoff"

Me:"she'scookingdinnerfory'all,wearingmy

apron,walkingandtalkinglikesheownsthe

place...andyousaysheonlycametodropyourson

off?Ndithenindimuncunababe"



Him:"no...babelook-"

Me:"Yazniyand'qhelaxanidibene"?

Helookedatme...Ilookedathim.
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Him:"I'msorrybabe"

Me:"unyanzelwayintonbauxoke?You'renot

sorry...notatall"

Him:"I'mnotlying,Ithoughtitsthebestplan"

Me:"itis...foryoutospendthenightwithyourexand

umntanawenubutforme?Ohwait...WheredoIfit

kaneneapha"?

Him:"Iunderstandyou'reupset,mypriorityismy

son,shedoesn'tevencountbutbecauseiairport

ikifuphihereIthoughtherspendingtimewithher

sonabeezobuyainamonthstimewouldbebestfor

them"



IwalkedtomybagandtookoutmyPJsndahamba

ndayovasa...Ishoweredndaphumaesahleliphau

Ntandondanxibaandtiedmyhair,closedthe

windowsandeverything

Him:"babe"

Me:"she'snotsleepinghere"

Him:"itsquitelatenow,pleasebaby"

HegotupandwantedtotouchmeItookastep

backandlookedathimblankly

Me:"wellyouknowwhat?Ifshecan'tgoI'llgo.I'll

leaveyouandyourLilfamilytohaveagoodand

perfectauditoriumforFamilyBonds"

Him:"Sibongilecanyoujustbereasonablehere?I'm

notsayingacceptit,IknowIwaswrongfornot

tellingyoubeforehandbutnowthey'rehereand

besides,itsjustacoupleofhoursthenwe'llhavethe

housebacktoourselves"



Me:"reasonable?Heh"

Istartedpacking...

Me:"today,youwillseehowreasonableIcanbe"

Hegrabbedmybagandlookedatme...wehearda

knockbutwedidn'tmove,itcameagainandI'msure

itwasOwejudgingbythesoundandweightofthe

knocking.Aftersometimeitdiedaway...

Me:"celaibagyam"

Him:"you'renotgoinganywhere"

Me:"Iwasn'taskingyou,IwastellingyouNtandothat

I'mnotsleepinginthesamehouseasyourEX

GIRLFRIENDoramInotmakingsense"?

Him:"don'traiseyourvoiceatme"

Me:"orwhat?Huh?Whatwillyoudo?Beatmeup,so



thatyoucaneaseyourguilt?Huh"?

Him:"canwejusttalklikecivilizedpeople?Mature

people"

Me:"mntakabhuti!!!!Don'ttellmeaboutbeing

civil,akhocivilinthishouseatthemoment,andI've

gotenoughdignityandself-respectenoughforthe

bothofustoanextentthatIwillNEVERsleepinthe

samehouseasanyofyourexes"

Him:"canItalknow"

Me:"noNtandoyoucan'ttalk,youhavenogroundsto

talk"

Him:"butyou'renotbeingfair"

Ilefthimandwentdownstairs...Owewasonthe

couchwithhismom,Iwentpassedandreachedthe

kitchenndavulaifridgeandtookoutfruit,Ineededa

fruitysmoothietocalmmedown...eversinceawhite

personangry?Iwaspinkishorangeallover!Iwaited

formysmoothie...Fourplatesweresetonthe

counter,cabakuzophakwaapha.Ntandocame



down,ChumacametothekitchenImadeextraand

keptitinthefreezerthenwalkedoutwithmy

smoothieandwenttositeloungendathathailaptop

kaNtandoandpluggedinmyflashndasebenza...He

wassittingonthecouchacrossmine,playingwith

hisson.Hisexdishedupforallofus,Ididn'teven

lookatthefoodbatyabonkebagqibathenChuma

wenttowashtheplates,minestilluntouched.When

shecameback...

Him:"uhm,Ijustbookedyouatabnbdowntownthink

it'llbebestthatway"

Her:"me?Oh...DidImisssomething"

Him:"huh"?

Her:"like,weagreedndizothilalaaphaforOwe'ssake

thenndimkeksasa...whendiditallchange"?

Him:"canyougoandpackyoubags,they'reclosingin

anhour"

Shelookedatme...IcouldfeelhereyesbutIwasn't



gonnaentertainheratall.

Her:"okay"

Shewalkedupstairswabuya...

Her:"I'mready"

Him:"sure"

Hecalledacab...

Him:"lindaafewminutes"

Her:"haibo,youthrowmeoutofyourhousedespite

whatweagreedon,nowyoucallmeacab?What's

goingonnaNtando?Isityourgirlfriend"?

Weheardahooter...Ntandowamjonga,sheclapped

onceandkissedhersonandleft.Ntandowenttoput



OweinthesparebedroomleibizolalauChumathen

hecameoutandwentupstairstoourbedroom,I

workedhalfthenightgqibakwamndayolalano

Owentando.IwastooupsettoevenlookNtandoin

theeye...uyandidelelangesiXhosaesiphandle

mos,stru'bob.And'bonakalimtrinity,isthunywasam

silayiteisinquntsusekhandlelaI'mtellingyou.

FollowingmorningIwokeupandwenttobathpha

eroominndaphumakanyexaevuka,Ididn'tuttera

singleword,Ijustsearchedforclothestowear

Him:"NdcelauxoloS'bongile"

Me:"lwanton"

Him:"uzisauChumaaphawithoutyourconsent"

Iturnedandlookedathim

Me:"ubucinganton?Imean...Iwannaunderstand"



Him:"seyigqithilengokucanwejustmoveon"

Me:"moveonhuh?Wow"

Him:"yintonnah"?

Ilefthimphandayozenzelaukutya...sleepingona

smoothie-filledstomachisnothealthrelatedandis

notidealsoIjustmadecerealonhotmilkndatyain

silence

:vndicingananaloSatanawenzekekulendlulast

night...Ucinganjaniubabenabethuna?
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HewalkeddownasIwasabouttorinsethebowl,he

tookmebythehandandpulledmetothecouch:v

ndavelandamhleka...AndIknewitirritatedhimbut

haibo?Shouldn'thehavejustaskedmetofollow

himtothelounge?Mk.Anywanywesatdowninone

couch



Him:"youknowIdon'tliketensionbetweenus,I

admittedIwaswrongandIapologizednowI'm

doingitagain,ndcelauxolo...please,canwemoveon?

Okanyeketalk,speakouteverythingbottledinside

sothatwecancompletelyforgiveandmoveon

withoutgrudgeshangingbetweenus"?

Me:"youknowwhatgetsmethemost?ItoldyouI

don'tlikethesemidnightcalls,wamthethelela.Ikept

quiet,thenyoubringherherewithoutinforming

me...lookIknowthisisnotmyhouse,butforobvious

reasonsIwishyoucould'vejustwarnedmeyou

know,beforehand"

Him:"that'samistakeIwon'tdointhefuture"

Me:"ontopofit,youlethercook?Forwho?Whoin

theirrightmindseatsomethingcookedbyawoman

they'vehurt?Ireallydon'tunderstandyourmotives

butonethingisforsure...youcan'thaveyourcake

andeatit"

Him:"okayndiyakuvababe,nowpleaselet'sthinkof

myunbornson...thisstressisnotgoodforhim"



Me:"Iwonderwhered'yougettheaudesitytotellme

aboutstressnotbeinggoodkodwaikwanguwene

cause"

Wathicwaka...OwewalkeddownstillinPJs

Him:"morning"

Us:"morning"

Ileftthemphaandwalkedupstairsndafika

ndakhangelapillszamanddrankthem,gqibakwam

ndahlalaphalookingoutsidethewindow...tears

streameddownmyblushedcheeks,sothisispartof

whatthesepeopleweretellingmeaboutNtandoand

Chuma?He'llalwayshaveasoftspotfor

her...maybeitsbecozshegavehimanheiror

becausetheybrokeupundercircumstancesnot

becausetheydidn'tloveeachotheranymore.If

that'sthecasethenI'mstillgoingtocryalotinthis

relationshipmoscozChumaislikeahomeless



hungrybugandhe'sentertaininghernonsense.

HecameinandwalkedtowhereIwassitting,Istill

hadthepillsnexttome,hetriedtouchingmeI

movedmyhand

Me:"don't...touchme"

Him:"babyplease"

Hisphonerang,helookedatthescreenandcutthe

call...Itrangagain,hedidthesamething.Hissecond

phonerang,thesamething

Me:"webothknowyouwannaanswer

her,sukwenzelamnamphendule"

Him:"uthethangaban"

Me:"bekhendatshondathiundibonandimuncu

wena"



Him:"that'snotwhatImeantmanbaby"

Hisphonewasringingconstantly...Anditwas

irritatingndavelandamjonga...hehadnooption

eithertoswitchoffthoseflippenphonesoranswer

themqhaqwaba

Him:"hello"

Her:"I'vebeentryingtoreachyoufondinmyflight

hasbeencanceled"

Him:"why"

Her:"badweatherconditionssoflightscan'tgo

throughMalawi"

Him:"yho...souzothini"

Her:"andiyazkalok,unlessyou'rewillingtopaythe

bnbuntilwe'renotifiedofanychanges"

Mnandiphakamekwaukubandiqondebangu

Chumalondapakishaiimpahlazamndapholaapha



entloko...Idon'thaveenergyforthishideandseek.

Him:"I'minamiddleofsomethingngoku"

Her:"okay"

Hehungupwaphakamawezakum...

Him:"wenzankengokbabe"

Me:"I'mgoinghome,whenyou'vedecidedwhator

whoyouwantinyourlife,pleaseletmeknowsothat

ndizozazibandimendawni"

Him:"nowthat'snonsense"

Me:"youdon'tknowthemeaningofthatword"

Him:"hehS'bongilemandingacenganinaweoko

kalokyintonngok"

Me:"uphazamile..."

Him:"yazI'mgettingsofuckenfuckeduprightnow

sopleasekhawucingengengqondoleyakho...I'm



tryingtobefaironeveryonehereI'mtryingmybest

nottofuckupbuty'allareactinglikefuckenqueens

andprincessescabanothingelsemattersbesides

ezipreciousfeelingszenu,thisisnofairytaleman

thisisreallife...thereisnoperfectrelationshipinthe

reallife.Okay"?

Me:"fuckyouwithyourfuckedupfuckenlifeNtando!

You...youhavenorespect,youhavenodignity...You

don'tknowwhatthosewordsmeanandyouknow

what?Idon'tgiveafuckwhetheryou'retrynabefair

orwhat,allIknowisthatIwon'tbedisrespectedlike

this!Notbyyouandcertainlynotbyyourbaby

momma"

Gqibakwamndathathabagszamandwalkeddown

thestaircase,passingOweonmywayoutItookhis

carkeysandleftndayofikaeparkinglot,openedthe

carandpackedmybagsattheback,hecameoutas

Igotinthedriversseatandlockedmyselfinside

Him:"don'tdothis"



Me:"thoughtyou'regonnasaysomethingbetter"

Istartedthecaresameaphaecamkwayo...

Him:"izobuyanabankengokimotoyam"

Me:"Idon'tknowandquitefranklyIdon'tcare"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"ifuyayifunaimotoyakhogetinthepassenger

seatuzobuyanayo,otherthanthatkhandyeke

ndigodukemntakabhuti"

WakhwazauOwe,theygotinthecar

ndaphephethekaoguduka...Theangerwas

escalatingfastandpitybecauseIwaswiththem

ngeloxeshaumsindowamxandiqhubauveleubekwi

acceleratorsandibonakwarobotskexakunjalo

Him:"slowdown"



Me:"shutup"

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"yand'ngxolelaNtando"

Wathula...IdroveuntilIreachedhome,Ididn'teven

driveinIparkedattheparkingoutsidethe

house,driveway,gqibakwamndohlikaandtookmy

bagsndavulaIgateyasekhaya...Icouldherehim

speakingbutIcouldn'tmakeouttheexact

words...onceIwasinsideIclosedthegate...hewas

stilltherelookingatme,Ilockeditandwalkedtothe

house.....

OnceIreachedmyroom...Ibrokedown!!!Icouldn't

containmyself,mywholebodywastremblingandI

washeatingupo.O

[10/9,19:46]+27730692704:#188

Icriedokay...themoreIthoughtaboutit,themoreI

gotangryandthemoreIcried.Haibo,Idon'thave



anysortofvalueKuNtandondcamileseriously.

WhenIwastiredofcryingIchangedintoPJsand

slept,Iswitchedoffmyphonesnalotabletyakhe

nakakade...

AfterfourhoursIwokeupwithathrobbing

headacheIswitchedonmyphonesandwenttothe

bathroom...Ireturnedandsawalotofmissedcalls

fromhim-_-Ididn'tevenbothermyselfwithcalling

himIjustleftmyphonesthereandwalkeddown...I

couldheresomeoneinthekitchenbutwhenI

reachedthereIscreamedofexcitementatwhatI

saw:D

Keri:"heeeeysleepyhead"

Me:"Keri...Eve?Heeewhendidy'allcomeback"?

Keri:"youlooklikeyouneedahug"

Eve:"grouphug"

Wehugged...foraminuteIfeltneeded,loved



,appreciatedandathome...nowthisiswhatIcalla

home.

Me:"sowhatarewecooking"?

Keri:"we'redonewe'lljustdishup"

Me:"Ineedcoffee,that'sall"

Eve:"Iwarnedyouaboutcaffeine"

Me:"okaykeherbaltea...don'tworryI'llmakeit

myself"

Imademyteaandwenttositinthelounge,Eve

followedwithplatesthenKericamewiththepots:)

cabanguselfservicelowenziwaapha:vwedished

upgrilledfish,prawnsandcalamariwithsourchilli

saucehaikesancokola.Iwantedtocatchupontheir

lives...whenweweredone,Evecollectedthedishes

andcamebackwithatuboficecreamandspoons

sotyelaphasonke



Keri:"sotellme,what'snewinyourlife"

Me:"erh...IhaveaGalaxytab"

Eve:"haha!Yourmanisathugkalok"

Me:"Don'tgoghettoonmeokay"

:v

Me:"andmysonisgrowinghealthily"

Eve:"son"?

Keri:"whendidyoudothescan''?

Me:"notlong.."

Eve:"Ibethe'soverthemoon"

Me:"who"

Keri:"yourboyfriend"

Me:"oh...yeahheis...Heis"

Bandijonga...Iopenedthetubndatya,Iswitchedon

theTVavoidingtheireyes.



Eve:"Trina"

Me:"mh"

Keri:"what'swrong"?

Me:"nothing"

Eve:"TrinaliqueSmith"

Me:"Evenoplease"

Keri:"youreyessaysyouwerecrying"

Me:"oh"

Iwastheonlyoneeating...AsmuchasIwantedto

tellthem,Ididn'twannafeellikeIhavetoburden

themwithmyproblemsandIwantedtobelievethat

Icanhandlemyownlifeproblemsonmyown...

Eve'sphonedisturbedmewasabelathenshe

handedmethephone

Me:"hm"

Him:"canwetalk"



Me:"I'mbusy"

Him:"please"

-cwaka-

Him:"I'moutside"

Ihungup...andwalkedoutstillinPJs,Istoodbyhis

windowandcrossedmyarmsacrossmychest.He

rolledthewindowdownndamjongamnaqha

Him:"pleasegetin"

Me:"justsaywhatyoucametosayplease"

Him:"babe"

Me:"Ntando,please.Youdroveallthewayhere

obviouslythere'sareason,justsayitandgo.Please"

Wohlikafromhiscarandheldmefromtheupper

arms,Ididn'tbackout,hecamecloseandlookedme

intheeye



Him:"I'msorry...Ireallyam.IknowIamwrong,and

I'msosorry"

Me:"thinkI'veheardthatbeforesocomeupwith

somethingnew"

Him:"S'bongileand'kwazukonwabaknowingfully

wellawonwabangaandthatI'mthereason"

Me:"kengokndithinimna?Feelsorryforyou"?

Him:"nobutreasonwithmehere"

Me:"Baby,Iwillreasonwithyouwhenyouhave

somethingbettertosaytome"

Iturnedandwalkedbackinside...Iwon'tlieIwanted

tohughimsotightandfeelhisteethbitingthe

cornersofmouthbutunderthecircumstancesthat

wouldn'thavebeenwise.

OkaysowhenIreachedthehousemysisters

wouldn'tbudge,Ihadtotellthemthewholestory:v



EvewasfumingandKeriwasbeingtheadultinthis

wholesituation

Her:"thinkofthebaby,ifyoubreakupwithhimwhat

willyoutellyourbaby"

Eve:"they'realotofbabieswhogrowwithoutfathers

Keri,shecannotsacrificeherownhappinessfora

jerk"

Keri:"butshe'sinlovewithhim...wecan'toverlook

that.Tee,allI'msayingissettherules,betrueand

honesttohimandleavetheballinhiscourtifhe

lovesyouasmuchashesays,he'llcomeafteryou,if

not...wellhe'llalwaysputthatchickbeforeyou"

Eve:"yhu!He'sluckyI'mnotyou.Heshouldcounthis

blessingthricewhenreferringtoyou"

MyheartwasshatteredkanticozIreallylovehim,I

wasevengonnaconsidergoingwithhimtoEast

LondononlybecauseI'dbespendingmoretimewith

him.



Wehadaquietsadday...lateronLukecamehome

andboughtussupper.Weateandwenttoourtoour

rooms..PastnineIwastossingandturningandkwaz

ulalaandmyphonerangIpickedup

Me:"-silence-"

Him:"baby"

Me:"-silence-"

Him:"I'moutside...ndcelauphumesizothetha"

Me:"isshestillhere"

Him:"babes"

Me:"thenwehavenothingtotalkabout"

Him:"ndiyakucela...I'mbegging.I'mnotgoing

anywheresingathethanga"

Ihungup...ndalala.

-FollowingMorning-



IwaswokenupbyLuupastfiveinthemorning

ndavelandamjongakwayenalowocozndothukile

undvuselanisoearly

Me:"hm"?

Him:"youhaveavisitor"

Me:"who"

Him:"yourboyfriend,he'sdownthere"

Me:"Idon'twannatalktohim"

Him:"I'mnotgettinginvolved"

Watshoendishiya...IsatupandstretchedthenI

woremygownandslippersndayakuye,IsawLuke

drivingout-_-

Me:"morning"

Him:"I'msorrytowakeyouup"



Me:"whatdoyouwant"

Him:"you"

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforthis"

Iturnedtowalkbackupstairs,hegrabbedmyarm

ndajikaandlookedathimo.Ohelookedathishand

andreleasedme.
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Me:"itsstillearlyforallthisdrama"

Him:"Okay...butItoldyouI'mnotgoinganywhere

singathethangaandI'mstillstandingonthat"

Me:"uzolindaphikengokcozmybrothershouseis

notawaitingstation"

Him:"I'llwaitinmycar"

Me:"sho"

Iwalkedhimout...thenlockedthedoorndayolala



again.ButIcouldn'treallysleep...Nxa!Iwokeupand

wenttoeatthenndazovasandakhangelaiimpahla

zonxibaEvewalkedin

Her:"goingsomewhere"?

Me:"Ntando"

Her:"you'rekidding"

Ndathula

Her:"okayfine...lemmehelpyouchoose"

Me:"sure"

Sheravagedmywardrobeandremovedapurple

peplumminidresswithsilverplatformheals...I

lookedatherandshookmyhead,Itookoutmythug

lifeT-shirtandsneakersthenIworekneelength

denimshorts,justtiedmyhairattheback.



Her:"oh-kay...youhotneh,butIwouldn'thavechosen

thatlookforuunderthecircumstances"

Me:"I'mnotgoingtheretoimpress

anyone,siyothetha"

Her:"still...but,I'llrespectyou"

Me:"thankyou"

ThenItookmytwophonesleavingmywalletand

tabndaphumaandnyhanihewasstilloutside

,wavulaucangongokwakheigotinandkeptmy

mouthshut.Hestartedthecar,wadlulakwaSpur

wohlikayedwathenhecamebackwithfoodand

drovehome.WhenwereachedhishouseIgotout

andwalkedahead,itwaslockedsoheunlockedand

wewalkedin,Isatonthecouchandwaited...He

broughtthefoodandplatesphambikwethuthenhe

sighed...Iwasjustlookingathim,hesaidhewanted

totalk?Nowhemusttalk.



Him:"Iunderstandthatyou'reupset,Iunderstandwhy

you'reupsetandIamsorryonceagain.Iwaswrong

forbringingChumahere...Ididn'tlethercook,Iwas

outwhenshedidthatbutstillI'msorrycozthatwas

outofplace.Iloveyou,Irespectyouandithurtme

whenyousaidIdon'trespectyou,thatIdon'thave

dignity...comingfromyouIrealizedthatImusthave

losttheplotsomewhereandIwannaamendthings

betweenus.Ican'tlooseyou,Ican'taffordthatand

itsnotevenaboutthebabyyou'recarrying,Ican't

affordtolooseyouasapersonasmyperson...babe

pleasendcelaundixolele.Icouldn'tsleeplastnight...

Thishousebecametoobig...Please"

Hisfacewasinpain...butundthathacheap:(tchin.

Me:"uphi"

Him:"she'satherfriendshouseinPretoria"

Me:"Owe"?

Him:"sheleftwithhim"



Me:"mmh"

Wesatinthatsilenceforafewseconds,hecameto

sitnexttomeandheldbothmyhands...atear

trickleddownmycheek,Itriedlookingaway,hesawit

firstandwipedit

Him:"nothingbreaksmyheartthanseeingyoucry"

Me:"yetyouenjoyhurtingme"

Him:"asozendphinde,Ipromise"

Me:"Idon'twantyourwords,Iwanttoseeproof.

Wordshavenovaluewhenthere'snoaction"

Heliftedmychinandkissedme...theminuteIclosed

myeyeszehliinyembezizamngathizivulelweetapin.

Ihadalumpinmythroat,ahugeone...I'vetried

talkingbutitsnotmything.Notatall.Wekissed

untilthatlumpdieddownIpulledbackandfixed

myself



Him:"allI'maskingisasecondchance,I'lldoright

withyou"

Me:"Ican'talwaysbesecondbest"

Him:"fromnowonyouwon't,notthatyou'veever

been"

Me:"IfeellikeI'msecondbest,IfeellikeI'mnotgood

enough,thatChumawillalwaysbepartofourlivesin

anunpleasantmanner"

Him:"shewillbepartofourlivesbecauseofour

son,nothingmore"

Me:"you'renottellingmethetruth,Youhavea

daughterwithAnelisabutshe'snotpartofour

lives,notevenherchild'slife.Why"?

Him:"that'sadifferentstorybabe"

Me:"cozyoureallyhavenofeelingsforAnelisabut

forChumayoucan'treallysaysoneh"?

Him:"ndithandawenamna"

Me:"Idon'tdoubtthatbutyouhaveunfinished



businessnoChuma,unsettledfeelingsforthat

matter"

Wathula..

Me:"I'mseriousNtando,Idon'tcarehowmany

sleeplessnightsyouhaveaslongasChumastill

lingersbetweenusIcan'tshame,Iwon't"

Him:"shewon'tbe...shesnot.Justsayyesyou'llgive

methechancetoprovemyselfanddedicationto

youandmyson"

Me:"fine"

Him:"thankyou,Ipromiseyouwon'tregretthis"

Ihadnothingtosay,hekissedmylipsforawhole

minutethenwehugged.

Me:"Iloveyou"



Him:"Iloveyou,somehowIcan'timaginemylife

withoutyou"

Me:"neithercanI"

Wekeptthathuguntilwewerebothsatisfiedthen

webrokeitandstartedeating...Andmadesmall

conversation.

Him:"sowe'regoingtoEastLondonneh"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"haikengokbabe"

Me:"Idon'tthinkI'mreadytomeetyourmom"

Him:"I'llbookusinahotelkalok,ndikushiyepha

ndbuyenosino"

Me:"haikendiyahamba"

Him:"canIaskonething"

Me:"sure"

Him:"ebesithiniuAnelisawhenshecalledyou"



Me:"shewantedtoseeumntanakheevenifitsone

day"

Him:"oh...youcancallherxasesiphaya"

Me:"bendizokwenzanjaloanywaycozIstilldon't

understandwhyyoucan'tforgiveherandlethersee

herbaby"

Him:"movingrightalong...uzodinganton"

Me:"nothing,I'mokaylendlelandiyiyo..."

Him:"awfunintointsha"

Me:"no...butIwon'tsaynotoanewhairstyle"

Him:"okay"

Wecontinuedeatinghisphonerang:v:vyhu

andadikwaNkos'yam!

Him:"yah"

Vince:"brasivalelwezezinyeiibrazaphatheydon't

wantustosellbafunawena"



Him:"khawnikeomnyewaboiphone"

Him:"Beast"

Bae:"nithinina"

Him:"sfunawenandoda"

Bae:"nisure"

Him:"lawei"

Bae:"ndilapho"

Hehungupandranupstairswabuyawearingan

armybombersleevelessjacket

Him:"ndiyabuyangok"

Me:"uyaphi"

Him:"kooVince"

Me:"namfunuhamba"



Hehesitatedbutgavein...

Hethrewmethekey

Him:"drive...likeyou'reangry"

Me:"yessir"

20minutesisalot...whileIwasdrivinghesharpened

apocketknifethensafikakugcweleblackcarskwi

parkinglot.Heloadedagunandanotherone:omy

throatwentdry

Me:"oh-kaywhat'sgoingon"

Him:"uhm...stayinthecar.Backseatbutkeepaneye

onwhat'shappeningouthere"

Me:"babethisisadangerzoneneh"

Him:"somethinglikethat"

Hekissedmefullonthelipsthenonmyforehead...



Him:"Iloveyou"

Me:"becareful"

Thenheleft...Icounted,15minuteswasover.

Ndahlalandalinda...asIwasabouttogetoutofthe

car,IheardthreegunshotsIfrozeinthatseatright

afterIlockedmyselfin.Ididthosebreathing

techniquesthatcalmyoudownandwaited

tremblingthistimearoundthenNtandocameout

andopenedthecar,Iunlockedthepassengerdoor

forhimhelifteduptheseatandtookoutamachete

waphindawahamba...ongenakwakheIcouldhear

izikhaloandacoupleofsjambokorclapsoundsI'm

notsure.Hisphonerang...Chuma-_-

Me:"Chuma"

Her:"Trina.UphiuNtando"

Me:"ubumgciniseban"

Her:"hayungandiqhelikemnakendokukhabaunye



mna"

Me:"ndikukhabeutyekemnake"

Her:"wehsisi,canyougiveNtandohisphone?Iain't

gattimetowasteonyourLilwhitetrashassokay?

Like...you'veforgottenthatyou'rewaaayouttayour

leaguenana"

Me:"outtamaleague?Whatleagueisthat"

Her:"Ntandoisonlyplayingwithyou,he'llgetyou

pregnantandleaveyouthere...heneedsmatured

women,womenwhoknowhowtolookafteraman

notgirlswhojustknowhowtogetinbedwitha

man"

Me:"neh?Imeanhe'dratherstickwithyounggirls

cozthey'refreshandjuicycomparedtothekinda

womanyou'rereferringto...Who'vebeen

around,whohaveexperiencecozsomewhere

somehowthey'velosttheirtaste"

Her:"losttheirtaste?Wazintoningetaste?Canyou

evenmoveinbed?Tchinhaysubaselekaapha"

Me:"youknowyou'redumberthanIthought,infact



you'remorestupidthanyoulook"

Her:"hahaha!Mxmfuzubawenayou'restucktothe

missionary...ohIfeelsorryforNtando.Inobanaye

ukheazbuzebawayebonentonikuwe"

Me:"sweetheart,whatNtandoneedsorwantsisnot

yourconcernsodon'tworryyourselftoomuchabout

himcozIgothimcovered.I'vegothisback"

[[Isawthreeguysrunningout,limpingandonewas

holdinghisarmlikeitsinjured,theygotintwocars

andIheardthetiresscreechingoutofthespot]]

Her:"wellwhileyou'rebusyholdingontohisback,I'm

comingforhisfront.NdifunaomnyeuOwentando

man"

Me:"I'mnotsurprised...ImeanIknowaslutwhenI

seeone.Youknow,you'renotverydifferentfroma

prostitute,sellingyourbody,throwingyourselfata

mancozyouknowtheycanprovidethehighlifefor

you"



Her:"andyouthinkyou'rebetter"?

Me:"IknowI'mbetter...but,youwouldn'tknow.CanI

whispersomethinginyourear?Ungangxolipls"

Her:"what"?

Me:"unalonolwimi?Anywayhere...Ntandowillnever

beyours.Ifniyebananohlalanibanabuthe'llnever

beyours...omnkakwakhekumhe'llgotosomeone

else"

Her:"uyaziqhata"

Me:"awmuncu...onlyadogvomitsandgoesbackto

itsvomitandasfarasIknow,MYNtandoain'tno

dog"

ThenIhungup...Ideletedthecallhistory

ndabhekabheka.IsawVinceandtherestofthestaff

evacuatingtheShisaNyamaandothersmusthave

beenthecustomersthenNtandolockedWaze

emotweni.Hegotinandreleasedalongbreath

Me:"what'sgoingon"



Him:"let'sgohome"

AsIdroveout...Iheardpolicesirenswabeebusy

uNtandoonhistablet.Whenwereachedhis

apartmentChumaupholeKumindnoOweonthe

stoop

Him:"notthisshitagain,yerr"

Wegotoutandhewalkedinfrontofme

Him:"what'sup"

Her:"Owewantedtoseeyouandwehappenedtobe

aroundthearea"

Owe:"yaphosisamamayousaidmasigqitheapha"

Ilookedatthemandopenedthehousendabashiya

pha...Iwenttothekitchenndakhuphaicecreamtub



andtookaspoonndayohlalaelounge

ndatya,Ntandowalkedin,Wakheonespoonand

walkedupstairs.OoChumabangena.
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Theysatononecouch...

Owe:"sisicanIjoinyou"

Me:"fetchyourselfaspoon"

Her:"hlalaphantsiwena"

Helookedathismotherandwenttothe

kitchen,kamamelinauOwentando?Wow.Hecame

backandsatnexttomesatya



Me:"how'sschool"

Him:"I'masoccerplayerandIjoinedthereading

club"

Me:"mmh,I'msureyourdadisproudofyou"

Her:"heis,butyouwouldn'tknowcozawzelanga"

-_-

Me:"youlikeshowingoffhuh?Itslikeyougrewup

underabridgeorsomething,yonkintokuweligugu"

Her:"ungandiqhelikemnake"

Ntandocamedowntalkingonphone...hetookmy

spoonwatya,takingOweuponhislapsohecouldsit

nexttome.Afterhisconversationhelookedatme

Him:"awlambanga"

Me:"I'mcool"

Him:"mmmh,boyboyuthinisan"



Owe:"whenwillIgotoEastLondon"

Him:"youwannago"?

Owe:"ewekalokandithiuSinolivesthere"

Him:"yeahwell...okay,sizohambanawenextweekif

uzobeusekwelicala"

Her:"sizobesiselapha...nihambangolwengaphi"?

Him:"whatbringsyouhere...onaseriousnote"

Me:"andI'msointerestedtohearthisone"

Her:"nditshilonjebau-"

Him:"stopusingOwe,itsnotcuteanymore"

Her:"myfriendistravelingnextweeksowe'rekinda

stranded"

Him:"thengobacktoCapeTown"

Her:"wecan't...Imean,I'mstillgoingtoMalawionce

theyconfirmweatherchangesI'llbegone"

Him:"andingenindawokekodwamnakuyoyonke

lonto"

Her:"haiboNtandouzosiyekasilaleestratweni"?



Him:"correction,ndizokuyeka.OweisgoingtoEast

Londonwithme,soasagrownwomanthatyou

are,I'msureyoucansortyourselfout"

Her:"isthatwhyyoudidn'tanswermycalls?Wanika

lomntanabaayiphendule"

Him:"whatcalls"

Her:"Icalledyoucountlesstime..whoahwait,she

didnttellyouyetsheansweredyourcalls?Howcan

youtrustsomeonewhoisn'thonestwithyou?What

ifIcalledbecauseIreallyneededyourhelp?Ihadan

emergencywithseverecruciality"?

Him:"itdoesn'tmattercoztherewasnoemergency...

Fromnowon,ifyoudocallansheanswersthecall

helpyourselfbyleavingthemessagewithher"

Her:"ohnowyou'vepromotedhertobeingyourPA?

Wow,uyakwazukwenzamntaneqheya"

Me:"nana"

Him:"love"

Me:"celaundphatheleIultraMel"



HegotupandwenttothekitchennoOwe

Her:"umtyisentoni"

Me:"lentoungazangeukwaziumtyisayonawhenhe

wasallyours"

TheycamebackIpouredonmyside,theypouredall

overtheicecreamsatyani

Her:"okaycanyouatleastrentmelabnbke"

Him:"you'reworking,I'msureyoucanaffordpaying

foryourself.Ifnot,findamantodoitforyou"

Her:"you'renotmanenough"?

Me:"hemeantfindyourselfyourownman...nottaken

man"

Her:"Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou"

Me:"Idon'ttalktopeoplewhoflosswiththesame



matchstickstheycleantheirearswith"

Her:"Ntandouyandqhelalomntana,and

ndizomkhaba"

Him:"uzomkhabelaphi?Umntanamnyeaphangu

Owe"

Her:"oh,you'regivingherauthorityhuh?Hehsisi,do

youknowwhoIam"

Him:"Chumapls,khawmengedramaIhaven'thada

verygoodday"

Her:"withher?Iwouldn'tblameyou"

Me:"Chuma,masingaqhelanipls"

Her:"ozokwenzan?Youdon'tfrightenme,youknow"

Lolndamjongalosisi...ezakarateclasseszmwould

comeinhandyserious,cozuyand'qhelanyhani

umntanomntu.Ilookedatbaeandsmiled,he

brushedhairoutofmyfaceandtuckeditbehindmy

ear.Lolhewasalsosmilinglikecupidshotloadsof



heartsintheair

Her:"eshe,awsazithandisi"

Me:"babycanyoutranslatethatforme"

Her:"getaroomanisaboninomntanaloh"

Me:"someoneisgreenwithenvy"

Her:"envyingyou?Kaloksisiutyaiintshiyekelazam

whyareyouforgetting"

Me:"mistakeyakhozangeuyikrwelekak'hle

lentshwela"

Ikissedhislips,OweswitchedontheTVtocartoons

:v

Me:"erh...Ididn'tplantospendmydaywithyour

babymommayazkebabe"

Her:"thenameisChuma,futhiI'mnotgoing

anywherekesisiingathngewuzikhulula"



Him:"uhambaniniChuma"

Her:"uthiniNtando"

Me:"babelomntulivesinthesuburbsorhaveyou

forgotten?SpeakEnglishuzokuva"

Owewahleka,hisfatherjoined.

Me:"guyswhat'sthejoke"

Him:"nothing...Boy,isyourphonewithyou"?

Owe:"ewetata"

Him:"I'llcallyouxasizohambanextweekyabo"

Owe:"okay"

Him:"Chuma,ndiyakucelaNontombingesihlenjeba

usikhwelele..Kancincinjemntakwethu"

Whateverprideshehadleftinher,shecollected

herselfwafakaumsilaphajathikwemilenze

whaphumanommtanakhe.



Me:"awsaact'inje"

Him:"ndfundeaphakuwekamnandi"
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Me:"ndiyaacterngok"?

Him:"whydidn'tyoutellmeshecalled"

Me:"buzomfounelanjethenwegobacktosquare

one"

Him:"haveaLilfaithonmeplease,ItoldyouI'mover

thatandI'mserious.Nguweunumberone"

Me:"Iwannafeelit"

Henudgedmyribs:vIscreamedkancinci>_<

Him:"yazuyatefababywena"

Me:"ohpuhleez...tellme,whathappenedtoday"



Him:"youdon'twannaknow"

Me:"I'maskingmos...futhisilambilethina"

Him:"I'llcallVincetobringussomething,I'mtootired

todrive"

Me:"sure"

HecalledVincegqibawahlalaphantsiandwe

cuddled

Him:"TaKillasenthispeopleofvandalizemyshop"

Me:"why"

Him:"Idon'tknowandIdon'tcare,buthegotwhathe

deservedandmore"

Me:"don'ttellmeyoukilledthosepeople"

Him:"itswaseitherthemorme...andIcouldn'tbait

withpeople'slives,mywholestaffwasworking

today"

Me:"yhobaby!Bangaphi"



Him:"IthinkIkilledthree...theotherthreeranoff,one

withhalfanarm,twowiththreemissingtoes"

Ndaphakamandamjonga...

Me:"you'reserious"

Him:"Idon'tjokewithseriousstuff,youlookshaken"

Me:"IthinkIshouldbeafraidofyou"

Him:"wellIwillneverkillyouorcutyourLilcutetoes

sorelax"

Me:"babe...youspeakngathithisissomegame,you

knowthisisreallifeneh"

Him:"morerealtomethaniteverwillbetoyou

babes...movingon,Vincesaidhe'swithLiboso

there'sahugepossibilitybazozabobabini"

Ichuckled...lechap,hejustbrushedthisissuelike

nobody'sbusiness?Wow.



Vinceknockedwhilewewerecuddledubabewathi

makangena,theywalkedinwalkingbehindthe

other...mntanamuzotyebastrunamhlanjehe'sbeen

eatingjunkfoodoko.TheyputChickenLickenonthe

coffeetablebabulisa

Vince:"ugrandTee"

Me:"I'mokaywena"

Vince:"ndsharpnam...bra,siyaleqa"

Him:"oh...howmuchdoIoweyou"?

Vince:"105"

Hewentupstairswayothathaiwallet...wesatinthat

silencekeshame.Baecamebackandlookedatme

suspiciously:vIwasbusyonhisphone,Iwas

actuallyplayingaracinggameqha...hegaveVince

themoneythentheyleftandhewenttofetch

glassesfromthekitchenandwesatinthatsame

position



Him:"andthen"?

Me:"what"

Him:"youandVince?Nisaqumbelenena"

Me:"heneedstogrowupthat'sall"

Him:"Ihopeyoudidn'ttellhimthat"

Me:"itdoesn'tmatterevenifIdid..."

Helookedatmeandshookhishead...Ireachedout

andtookapacketofCLchipsndatya,hejoined

in...mysisterscalled:v

Me:"hi"

Keri:"hey,you'reokay?Didyoufixthings"?

Me:"erh...yes"

Eve:"youdon'tsoundtoosure"

Me:"i'mkindabusyrightnowbutIpromisewe'lltalk

whenI'mhomeguys"



Keri:"okaybaby,hopefullyyou'reenjoyingyourselves"

Eve:"hemustn'tbringyouatnightkepls"

Me:"yesma'am"

Keri:"weloveyou"

Me:"Ilovey'alltoo,nowpls,canIeat"?

Theylaughedaswehungup...

Him:"yoursisterishome"?

Me:"bothofthem"

Him:"oh,thatmeansyoucan'tsleepheretonight"

Me:"unfortunately"

Him:"mmh...youknowforasecondIthoughtyou

weregoingthroughmyphone"

Me:"areyouhidingsomething"

Him:"no...haisukaungahambanayolophoneuyolala

nayokokwenuakhonix"



Me:"me?Gohomewithyourphone?Wow,nowthat's

afirst"

Him:"wewannabehonestright,thenwhat'sstopping

usfromexploringthistransparencyke"

Me:"Idon'twannafightwithyoumna,phoneyakho

yeyakhobabe...notthatImindgoinghomewithit

butI..."

Him:"you'reafraidoftheunknownright"?

Me:"somethinglikethat"

Him:"thenIwon'ttakeyours..I'llgiveyoubothmy

personalphonesuzibuyisewheneveryoufeellike"

Me:"aha!Sokhesbone"

:vhaywewillsee...this?Thisisafirst!
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Westartedeatingsancokola...thepolicecalled

aboutwhathappenedattheShisaNyamahesaid

theyshouldspeaktoVincentsincehe'sthemanager



themhehunguponthem,hewaschilledngathi

nothinghappened,IwasstillshakenbutItrustedhim

whenitcomestomyownprotection...lolIhadno

choicebuttotrusthimandbelievehe'llneverhurt

me.Okaywehadourlatelunchsagqiba

sayongqengqaupstairs

Me:"babe"

Him:"hm"

Me:"I'mseriousaboutChuma,Idon'tlikethis

connectiony'allhavecabayoucan'tevensleep

becauseofherassignments"

Him:"ndiyekilebabe...whenwillyouagreetomarry

me"

Me:"whenI'mready"

Him:"you'renotreadytocommitkodwawe're

alreadyinacommittedrelationship"

Me:"Iamnotevenfully20yet,okaykebabelemme

givebirththenwe'lltalkaboutthismarriagething

yabo"



Him:"mmh"

-FollowingWeek-

ThepreviousweekIhadsleptekhayathewhole

weekcozIknewI'mgoingtoELkulevekisoI

packedenoughclothesandshoesthenthatdayhe

cametofetchmeuhambayedwaandmysisters

weren'thomeluckyforhimcozEvewasstillmadat

him:vIgotinandwewenttofetchOwe

Me:"siyaphi"

Him:"Pretoria,sothathauOwentando"

Okay...MeaningsizobonaloChuma-_-wewentto

thishouseandparked...inamatterofsecondsOwe

camerunningwavulaucango

Him:"molwenisisi"



Me:"moloboy"

Him:"umamausavalaIbaguyeza"

Me:"sho"

ChumacameoutwithherfriendcarryingOwe'sbag

Her:"molweni"

Him:"sho"

Friend:"takeowe,awnqabengathiawukholapha"

Him:"awundinqabelangakemna"

Chumapackedibagyomntanakhe,Ntandostarted

hiscar

Chuma:"don'tforgettodrinkyoumedsmyboyevha"

Owe:"okaymama,byebye"

Chuma:"heee!Byebye...Ntandonizobuyanini"



Him:"ophelakweholiday"

Her:"I'llbegonebythensocelauzumsekwaMakazi

baudewakhonabaakekhokeuyomgcina

ngokwakho"

Him:"sharp"

Her:"youknowhisallergiesright"?

Hejustlookedatherandrevvedoutofthatplace...

WedrovetotheairportandMowasalready

waiting,thePJettookustoEastLondoninstyle:v

whenwereachedtherewewenttotheHemingway's

hotelwherehebookedasuitforusthenwe

freshenedupandorderedfood.

Iwasn'thungry,Iwantedtosleepsondavela

ndabashiyandayolala...hefollowedasIpulledthe

coversovermyhead

Him:"babeuright"



Me:"mmmh"

Him:"areyousure?Awfuninotya"

Me:"I'lleatlater...ifniyaphumatakeyourcard(key)

withyou"

Him:"okay...khandjongekuqala"

Iliftedmyheadandlookedathim,hebentdownand

wekissed:)thenhewenttojoinhisson.

SometimelaterIheardthemleavecozIwasn'tfast

asleep...Iwasclosethough.WhenIwokeupinthe

afternoontheyhadn'treturnedyetbuttherewas

foodsoIateupthencalledthein-houserestaurant

forfreshrooibosteaandcookies:pIcravedcookies

lawei...andIknewverywelltheywon'ttastelike

momsbuttheyshoulddothejustice.Myorderwas

deliveredndatyandibukeleumedicaldetectivesthen

myphonerang

Me:"hello"



Him:"uSinouthiuzozangomso"

Me:"noproblem"

Him:"ndikphathelenton"

Me:"Steerscaramelicecream"

Him:"ukhonausteersaphosomthengaobuya

kwam"

Me:"sho"

Him:"umamawannaspeaktoyou"

Me:"hayNtandofondin"

Him:"justsayhi,that'sall"

Yhoheee:oukoyikaokungakobawo!!

Her:"hallo"

Me:"hellomama"

Her:"unjaninaNontombi"

Me:"ndiyaphilamamaunjaniwena"



Her:"I'mwell...awfuninokuzondibonayhinina

mntanamuSinoekhalangaweaphaimininobusuku"

Me:"heee"

Her:"nobauzeeminiuphandeuhambe

mntanam,yhini"

Me:"okay...NdizothethanotatakaSinoma"

Her:"enkosisisi,nilalekak'hlekevha"

Me:"nanimama"

ThenshegavethephonetoNtando...

Him:"willseeyoujustnow"

Me:"uzobona"!

HelaughedIhungup....

Yhobawo!

......



NtandocamebackwhileIwasbathingagain>_<I'm

awatermaniacstru!Idon'tlikefeelingtiredkuse

kuthimandivaseqhaqwaba.WhenIcameouthe

wasonthebedonhisbackandIhadatowel

wrappedaroundmybody...hesatupandpulledme

bythearmsoIstoodinfrontofhimsulking,he

kissedmeandsuckedthebottomlipthatstuckout

Him:"Ilovethenaturalyou"

Me:"whydidyousellmeoutKumamakho"

Him:"Ididn't...shethoughtI'mtheonewhodoesn't

wantyoutomeether"

Me:"mmh"

Wekissed...heslowlyremovedthetowelwhilewe

kisseduntilIfeltitslidingdownmylegsanhis

handsmovedfrommybacktomyasspullingme

closer.Hestoppedabruptlyandlookedatme

smilingthendownatmybellyhebentdownhishead



andkissedit

Him:"you'regoingtoplayrugbyandbeasuccessful

advocateneboy"

Me:"advocatebabe"?

Him:"orajudge...hemusttakeafteryouanddolaw

kalokbabe"

Thenhekissedthatbellyagainallthewaydownand

uptomyboobs,neck,chinandlipsthenhestopped

andlookedatmecheesily

Him:"you'rebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

Him:"andIwantyoutoglowevenmorebeautiful"

Me:"Iamglowingalready,youbeinginlovewithyou

isthebestthingthathaseverhappenedinmy

life,afterthesmiths"



Him:"weshouldfindyourdad"

Me:"when"

Him:"whenyou'vegivenbirth"

Me:"mmh,nowcanIpleasegetdressed?I'mgetting

acold"

Hepulledagownanddressedme
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Iwrappedthegownwarmlyaroundmyselfandsat

down,restingmyheadonhisshoulder

Me:"mmmbaby"

Him:"mmylovie"

Me:"canwegotothemovies"

Him:"youshouldrest,soyangomso"

Me:"yayazibauyicontrolfreak"



Him:"I'llpretendIdidn'thearthat..lookthere's

someoneI'mmeetinginanhour"

Me:"ngubanyena"

Him:"oneofmyguys...Killaisapparentlylookingfor

mesoIneedtheseguystobealert"

Me:"Ntando"!

Him:"don'tworry,we'resafe.Okay"

Me:"abantwana"?

Him:"they'resafe,Ijustwannainformlechapofmy

findingsthenthey'llbeontopofthings.That'swhatI

paythemfor"

Ndathula...Ijustgotupandwalkedtothe

window...hefollowedandstoodbehindmeholding

mywaistandbitingmyneck.

Me:"uzandigqiba"

Him:"you'reallminenje"



Me:"mmmhuyavuyawena"

HenibbledmyearlobeIwasenjoyingthisattentionI

won'tlie...heentwinedhishandsintominethenwe

bothtouchedmybellyonbothsides...

Him:"momissoexcitedtoseeyou"

Me:"ihopeshelikesme"

Him:"shewillloveyoubaby"

Me:"howdoyoukn-"thebabymoved!

:D...:o

Him:"whatwasthat"?

Me:"Ithink...noman,isn'tittooearlyforthat"?

o.O

ThebabykickedandIfeltithardthistime

Me:"ohmyGod"!



Him:"phindaboy"

Hebentdown,actuallykneeledandputbothhis

handsthere...Nothinghappened.Hepithisear

listening:vnothing!Ipulledhimupsayohlalaonthe

bed

Him:"thatfeelsgood...great"

Me:"saysthepersonwhohastwokidsalready"

Him:"wellIwasneverreallytherewhentheydidtheir

firstmovements,Iwasalwaystold"

Me:"ncoo,vilenana?Daddyfeltyoukickingforthe

firsttime"

Hewaswatchingme...smiling.

Me:"what"

Him:"I'madmiringhowyouadorethislittlelifeinside



you,thewayyouspeaktohimasifhehearsyou"

Me:"hedoes"

Him:"Iloveyou,forreal.Iloveyou"

Me:"Iknow"

Ndathulaadlookedatmyson...maybehemoved

becausewementionedhisgranny:/?Idon'tknow.

IhadmyphoneandhisphoneswithmeasIlayon

myback...oneofhisphonesrangandhewasonthe

othersideofthesuite

Me:"yhelakhazothathalentoyakhoiyangxola"

Him:"uthiyhelakubankengok"

Me:"kumntuwalephoneingxolayo"

:v

Hecamebackandlookedatme,Iwassmilingathim



waitingtoseebauzokwenzani...thephoneeven

stoppedringing

Him:"kudalandathiuyagezakodwababe"

Me:"nyhani?"

Him:"whowascalling"?

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Him:"whydidn'tyoucheckit"?

Me:"amIgonnagetpaid?CozImean,I'mnotyourPA

kalok"

Hegotontopofmeandnibbledonmychin

Him:"sund'gezelababe"

Me:"ndenziwakuk'thandafondin"

Him:"mmhuzondenzalateyazwena"

Me:"Ididn'tpullyouontopofmeyazkebabe"



Him:"butyouattractedmehere"

Hebitthecornerofmybottomlipandfurtheron

kissedme...wekissedslowlyandpassionatelythen

thisflippenphonerangagain

Him:"X"

X:"ndilaphakwaRjsbra"

Him:"gimme10minutessan"

X:"shot"

Hehungupandsmiledashegotoffme...hewore

hisshoesandtookonlythetab.

Me:"andthese"

Him:"thoseareyoursfornow"

Me:"babedon'tstartwhatyouwon'tbeabletofinish"

Him:"I'mnothidinganythingkeyaz...plsforwardany



callregardingbusinesstothisnumberneh"

Me:"mmhkay"

Heleft...Itookhisphones,allofthem...Aboutnine

:oIknowthere'smoremaybezishiyekileeKapaif

noteJozi.Ipagedthrougheachandeveryone:v:v

lolhaysukaiimessagesezilaphaazinajuice-_-

Onephonerang...

Me:"Beast'sphonehello"

Killa:"iphilentwana"

Me:"TheownerisnotaroundbutIcantakea

message"

Killa:"tellhimI'mwarninghim...hemustn'tstepon

mytoes"

Me:"rogerthat"

Killa:"good"



Thenhehungup...Oh-kay:/Icontinuedwithmy

diggingbuthaysanaandakufouninaloChuma

webhongongokundimnxanelwekangaka.SowhenI

wastiredIjustputthemasideandlaytheredoing

nothingandwaitingforhim.

[10/9,19:49]+27730692704:#194

IcalledubheyibhiwamwakwaTitus:DIneededla

voicetomakemehappynjeekancaneman

Him:"sthandwasethu"

Me:"bheyibhi,howareyou"

Him:"I'mgreatntwanayamwena"

Me:"I'msuper...canIshareasecretwithyou"

Him:"onlyifitsnotdeadly"

Me:"yourgodsonkickedtoday"

Him:"whaaat?OhmyflippenGaddafi!!Howdoesit



feel"?

Me:"Istillcan'tbelieveit..."

Him:"uphiutabeast"

Me:"ebekhona,buthe'soutnow"

Him:"yhobra...CanIsharesomethingwithyou"?

Me:"haha!What"?

Him:"IboughthimAdidassneakerssizeonelo

umncinci"

Me:"whaaaa?Ohmywordyou'reinsane!Uyoze

azinxibenini"?

Him:"theylookedsocuteIcouldn'tjustpasswhenI

sawthem,I'msureeventhebigguywilllovethem"

Me:"takeapicundthumelelekalokChom"

Him:"Iwill...hehwethuakasemhleuLizzy"

Me:"wheredidyouseeher"?

Him:"IwentwithdadtoCorrectionalServices

ndambona"

Me:"bendvilengeouyakhe"



Him:"souzaninieKapa"

Me:"Idon'tknow...maybeinJunecozIhavetosee

myparents"

Him:"whynotthisweek?I'mboredhereandyour

brother-in-lawswantmetoflytoDurban"

Me:"yhoboyI'minElfondin"

Him:"doingwhat"?

Me:"accompanyingbaeuzobonaumamakhe"

Him:"ohwow,soyou'rereadytomeethismom

already?PhofwhyamIevenaskingcozyou're

carryinghisseed"

Me:"hahanomandon'tdomelikethat...I'monlyhere

cozSinomissedmeandwe'resleepingatahotel"

Him:"hismomagreedtothat"?

Me:"yesonconditionthatImeethertomorrowshe

wantstoseeme"

Him:"aha!Kalokyou'rethenewmakotifriend"

Me:"I'mnotamakotiman...hewethu,how'sthenew

chick?WhenamImeetingher"?



Him:"she'sgreat...Stillgroundedandshy...yoursee

herwhenyoucomethisside"

Me:"I'mhappyforyoubheyibhiman,soareyougoing

toDurbsorwhat"

Him:"IthinkI'lldojustthatcozIcan'tdealwithCT

rightnow...ndizobalixelegulenxilaifIspendthis

holidayhere"

Me:"wellIhopeawyelijusttogetdrunknakulo

Durbansani"

Helaughed:v:vwellwehadalongeasyandlight

conversationabouteverything.Baecamebackwhile

IwasstillonthephonewithSoso,hecametokiss

mylipsngokundthethayo:vIlaughedandmumbled

Me:"SosoumntuwamukhonaIhavetogo"

Him:"woooohakanamonayijellykelowo,nguyelo

ukuvalaumlomongok"

Me:"hahaha!Iwon'tbetherewhenhetrampsyouke

sana"



Him:"haysukatchin,tellhimyou'renothisalone.

Peopleshallsharefondin"

-

Me:"babyuthiuSosopeopleshallshare"

Him:"mxeleleuphambene"

Soso:"yhondimkile"

Me:"Itoldyouuzo-"

Hehungup:vSoso?How?

Me:"howwasthemeeting"

Him:"progressiveIbelieve"

Me:"Killacalled"

Him:"uthini"

Me:"uthihe'swarningyounottosteponhistoes"

Him:"makaphole...sosokwenzanicozIdon'twanna

sleepjustyet"



Me:"well..Youcouldrubmyfeet,massagemyback

andsingforme"

Him:"haysozekeleyoculaIoutngebail"

Me:"thendomyfeet"

Him:"whatifIwannadoyou,notyourfeet"

Me:"we'll...thatwilldependonhowgoodyoudmy

feet.IgottatrustyouwiththeLilthingsbeforeIcan

trustyouwithsomethingsobig"

Him:"mmh"

Isatonthecouchandputbothmyfeetonhis

lap...andofcozherubbedthem.

-

-

Followingmorning...

Wewokeupandorderedbreakfast...Atewhilein



bedthenwewenttobathtogether,wedidmorethan

bathingcozwewereinthereformorethantwo

hours>_<whenwecameout,Iwashungryallover

againandhewantedtonap:o

Me:"whattimewegoingtoyourmom"

Him:"lunchtime"

Me:"thatmeanswecannap"

Him:"nguweloundozelisayo"

Me:"please"

Ijoinedhiminbedforanhour30minutesthenI

wokeupandwenttofinishoffwhatwehadleftof

thatbreakfast.

Kuhlecalledme...

Me:"Kay"



Him:"hey,usharp"

Me:"I'mcool,you"

Him:"I'mgreat...IhearniseMonti"

Me:"yeah"

Him:"oledyissoexcitedyouknow"

Me:"yhoandsoyikikemna"

Him:"don'tstressyourselfshe'snotadifficult

person,justbeyourself"

Me:"thankshey"

Him:"uphiubra,I'vebeencallinghim"

Me:"he'snapping,anythingurgent"?

Him:"no...justaskhimtocallmeovukakwakhe"

Me:"noprobs"

Him:"enjoyyourdayneh"

Me:"youtoosir"

Hehungup...



Baewokeupandcamebehindthatcouchkissing

mycheek

Me:"howdidyougetthenameBeastwhenyou'reso

lovingandromantic"

Him:"onthefieldIbecomeadifferentperson"

Me:"why"

Him:"life"

Thenhecametositnexttome...wandijonga

Me:"what"

Him:"ifyouweren'tpregnantIwouldshowyouaclip"

Me:"khandbonisebabe"

Him:"Idon'twannaloosethisbaby"

Me:"IpromiseIwon'tfreakout"

Him:"itsnotuptoyou,youremotions..forgetIsaid

anything,whatarewehavingndilambile"



Me:"let'sgoout...I'msurethereareacoupleof

franchisesatthemall"

Him:"nxibakesihambe"

Igotupandwenttogetdressed..

Me:"baby"

Him:"yow"

Me:"shouldIsomagetdressedforthelunchwith

yourmomsosphindasbuyetochange"

Him:"asizobuya"

Me:"sho"

Iworeblackrippedjeans:vorangehigh-lowpeplum

topwithpeachplatformheelsthenIpackedslippers

inthebackforwhenIgettired...Ifixedmynewhair

:Dputonperfumeandputallmyphonesinthebag

wangenawandijongainthatadmiringway



Him:"awsesexynjekodwauyobonaumazala"

Me:"amIsupposedtowearadoekorsomething"

Him:"mh.hmurightthewayyouare"

Me:"nxibakenawe"

Him:"ndigrandlewaymna"

Ilookedathimandshookmyhead...uyagulaifhe

thinkshe'sgoinganywherewithmedressedlikethat

:oItookouthisbagandlookedthrough...everything

isblacknje:(

Him:"khangelantonlovie"

Me:"you'renotgoingwithmedressedlikethat"

Him:"okayIcanchangeatee...nothingelse"

Hewaswearingblackjeans,blackloosefittingtee

,goldchainso.Oandparabelumshoes-_-black!



Tshin!

IgavehimhisTimbsandatightblackmuscle

revealingv-neckT-shirtwithonegoldchain

ndazifakakulebagzonkeezinye.Withouthesitation

hestarteddressing

Him:"you'repracticingbeingmywifenow"

Me:"playing"

Him:"khasondele"

Iwentcloserandhekissedme,Ismiledandmoved

back

Me:"sambeuboywantsacaramelicecream"

Him:"thisboyisgonnahaveasweettooth"

Me:"itwillhelphimwiththeladies"

Him:"heee"



Lolweleftandstartedatsteerssatya,Isuggested

webuyacoupleofthingssinceitsmyfirsttime

goingthereandkekukhonanabantwanawecan't

reallywalkinemptyhandedthenweheadedtohis

home:Dyhoindlukamamakhebraz:odoyouknow

amassioninanotsoverysurbubarea?Itdraws

attentionlaweiandontopofitthereweredogs:)big

healthyhappydogsmanIwasremindedofMrSmith

andhisfarmingmates

Him:"sifikile"

Me:"IthinkI'mnervousbabe"

Him:"breath,shewillloveyou"

:)okay...thisisthemoment!
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Wewalkedoutwalkinghandinhand,withthose

shoppingbags



Me:"baby"

Him:"relaxlove"

Me:"ndoyikamna"

Heturnedandstoppedinfrontofme,liftedmychin

upIhadtofacehimhekissedmylipslightly

brushing

Him:"ifshedoesn'tlikeyou,she'llloveyouandifshe

doesn'tthenitsherloss"

Me:"yhobaby"

Him:"nowlet'sgoin,phola"

:vphola?Weknockedandwalkedinandshecame

smilingwithexcitement:Dwehuggedandkissed

thenshetookmyhandandledmetotheloungewe

satonthesamecouch



Her:"Ntandokhasenzelei-teathere'satinoffreshly

bakedcookiesphezuluekhabhatini"

Him:"ndifikanjemama"

Her:"ingabistrongoboy,unjaninontombi"

Me:"ndiphililemamaunjaniwena"

Her:"ndiyaphilanam,yhuawsemhle...usinoebetshilo

baumhle"

Iblushed

Her:"ungumamnikesisi"

That'showwestartedtheconversationkebraz:D

baebroughttheteaandcookiessancokola

isdala,SinoandOwecameinsendiphayaapparently

theyweretakenoutbyoneofNtando'sguys,the

excitementontheirfaces?Sinothroughoutthe

lunchwasonmylapsibukanaandchattingthen



whenitwaslateronintheafternoonwepreparedto

go.IfollowedNtandotothekitchencozIwantedu

SinoahambenathisothatIcouldcallhermother

azombonaumntanakhe

Him:"youlooktroubled"

Me:"bendbawelasihambenoSino"

Him:"besingenozomthathangomso"

Me:"haibobabewhy"

Him:"you'llsee"

Me:"butkeepinmindAnelisawantstosee

umntanakhe"

Him:"IknowbabyanduzomfumanaIpromiseyou"

Me:"kay"

Ilefthimthereandwenttojoinhismomsincokole

keisdalasento.



Hecamebackandsatnexttome

Her:"uzophindauzondibonaninikengoksisi"

Me:"andiyazmama,xhomekekeKutatakaOwe"

Her:"yhooo!Uyanqabakeloumntu"

Him:"hehhaikengok"

Her:"nihambaniniubuyelaeRhawtini"

Him:''nextweek,anduhm,ngomsoscelauzusiboleke

usino"

Her:"akhongxaki,kudalaekukhumbulanaye"

Webidourgoodbyesthenweleft,safikakwihotel

andIwenttobath:vhecametowatchme:o

Me:"you'renotbathing"

Him:"later,rightnowIwannawatchyou"

Me:"heeebabeugrand"



Him:"babedoyouknowthatIdon'tusuallyhave

time,yououghttoappreciatethisLiltimeI'mmaking

foryou"

Me:"Iappreciateitlovieqhawenauyaybaxakalok"

Him:"whenI'mreallybusyyouwillevenlongfor

okukuyibaxasthandwasam...nowpls,come

out,lemmedryyou"

:p

Icameoutfulloffoamandhandedhimthetowel

smiling,hewasseriousnotevenahintofasmilebut

whenhewipedmystomachhesmiledalittle,nohe

didn'tsmile.Therewasahintofbrightnessinhis

eye,therewasjustsomesparklinglightinhis

eyes...somethingIcouldn'treallyexplain.Hewiped

medryEVERYWHEREthentookmyhandandledme

tothebedroomIsatdownandwaitedfor

instruction...heremovedapinkdressfromasuitbag

andgaveittome



Him:"iboughtyouthisfortonight"

Me:"oh,wecelebratingsomething"

Him:"somethinglikethat"

Me:"oh-kay"

Itookthedressandchosethesexiestofalllingeries

thatIownthenIstartedwithmymakeupashewent

toshower...Hisphonerang:oIpickeditup,private

call

Me:"hello"

Her:"hi...canIspeaktoMrNtandoNtabeni"

Me:"he'snotavailableatthemomentbutIcantakea

message"

Her:"plsaskhimtocallCandicefromJoburg

hospital,itsquiteurgent"

Me:"oh...mindifIaskwhomightbeinvolvedinthis



urgency"

Her:"hisson,Owentandohewasinvolvedinasevere

accidentearliertoday"

Me:"okaythanksforinformingus_"

Her:"thankyouverymuchma'am"

Ihungupandremovednalojewelry,knowingNtando

singahambaasinnowubuyelakuloJo'burg..He

cameoutandlookedatsurprisedthatIwasn'teven

closetobeingready

Him:"thoughtyou'dbedone"

Me:"erh..."

Him:"sup"

Me:"CandicefromJo'burghospitalaskedyoutocall

herback"

Him:"ohsuka...khawnxibesihambebabe"

Me:"haiboNtando"



Him:"love,trustme...getreadylet'sgobeforeour

tablegetstaken"

:oreally?

Ihesitantlygotdressed:(howcanhebesocool

aboutthis?Hissonnogal?
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Whenweweredonewelockedtheroomandleft,he

drovetoGrazia'sandweweretakentoourtable

safikasahlalaandourfirstmealwasbroughttous...

Icouldn'teat,somethingwasn'taddingup.UOwelo

simshiyakuloNtandoufikeninieJo'burg?Nguban

loCandice?

Him:"you'redistracted"

Me:"what'sgoingon?Who'sCandice"

Him:"forgetaboutthatbaby"



Me:"nobabybesithewe'renothavingsecretes

betweenus"

him:"Iknow,butthisisjustnonsensicalsodon'tput

yourmindintoit"

Ilookedathimforalongtime...heknewwhatwas

up...hewasn'tgonnatellmeqha.

me:"baniuCandice"?

Him:"friendkaChuma"

Me:"oh...Chumadidn'ttellheryouhaveOwentando"

Him:"Idon'tknow...canwenottalkaboutthemnow"?

Me:"deal..nowwhatarewecelebrating"

Hesmiledandignoredmewatyaifirstcourse...I

laughedneh,cozIknewhe'sgonnaletmebeghimto

talk.Wehadaourlightmealwithlightconversation

thenhesuggestedwegooutandwatchthewaves

:Dsowewalkedtogetherhand-in-handandstoodby



therankswatchingthewaves...wewerebothinthe

zoneforsomereason:v

Him:"I'mseriousaboutusyouknowthat,right"

Me:"yes"

Him:"andIknowyousaidyou'renotreadyfor

anythingseriousjustyet...Iwon'tpush,I'llwaitfor

you"

Me:"enkosibabe"

Him:"soasmycommitmenttous,Iboughtyouthis"

Heremovedasmallboxfromhispocketanhanded

ittome...Iopeneditandmarveledatitsbeauty

Me:"apromisering"?

Him:"yes"

Me:"wow...itsbeautiful,celauyfakengokwakhoke

babe"



Him:"withpleasure"

Igavehimmyrighthandwayifaka:D

Him:"thisismypromisetoalways

protect,love,cherishandencourageyouatalltimes"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iknow...andIwantyoutopromisemeone

thing"

Me:"anything"

Him:"thatyou'lltakecareofourchild,nomatter

what"

Me:"Iloveforhim...Ipromise"

Hetookmetohisarmsandwesharedthemost

passionatekisswe'veeversharedinourdating

life,thenhewalkedmeinsideandwehadthemain

courseanddessertgqibasagoduka.Whenwe

reachedthehotelwewentstraighttothebedroom



,heslowlyremovedthedressandleftmestanding

halfnaked.Heremovedthebrastrapsandkissed

me,wekissedadhelaymeonthebed.Afterthat,I

wasallhis...hedidwhateverthatpleasedhimand

madesureIwassatisfiedinthatprocessthenwe

cuddled.Ifellasleepinhisarmsandwokeupinhis

arms,hewassmilingdownatme...Istilldon't

understandhowhecanbeabeastwhenhe'sso

warmandlovingwithmeandmostprobablywithall

hisexes.

Me:"morning"

Him:"morning,howdidyousleep"

Me:"likeababy,you"

Him:"likeaninfant"

Hekissedthetipmynose,Itookmyphoneandsaw

messagesfromAnelisa

Me:"whattimeareyoufetchingSino"



Him:"afterwe'vehadbreakfast"

IcalledAnelisa...

Her:"hello"

Me:"hi,uright"

Her:"I'mokay,you"

Me:"I'mgreat...youcancomefetchherbylunch

time"

Her:"ohthankyou...thankyouverymuch"

Me:"you'remostwelcome"

Her:"seeyoulater”

Me:"sharp"

-

Wehungup...IknewNtandowasgonnasay

somethingsondavelandaphakamaandwenttothe

bathroomndabuyaashewasopeningthedoorfor



roomservicebringingusbreakfastIsatinbedand

crossedmylegswaiting...howImissedmymom,my

biologicalmom.ThewayAnelisawaswithher

daughtersomehowremindedmeofmyown

mother,thoughthereisnotmuchtolinkthe

similaritiesbuthey:/Isatthereaskingmyselfalot

ofquestions,wouldIhaveevenmetNtandoifshe

wasstillalive?Wouldsheevenallowmetodatehim

letalonegetpregnantforhim...

Him:"babeuright"

Me:"yeah"

Wandijonga...Igotupandwenttodrinkwater

ndabuyaandsatdown...Istartedeatinginsilence.

Helookedatmeanddidn'tsayanything,I'msurehe

thoughtitssomethingtodowithNelisacozitwas

afterthecallthatIzoomedintothisquietmouse.

Isattherethinking...afterIwasfinisheating,Ilooked



athim.WhywasChumasohunguponhim?Whatis

itthatIdon'tknowaboutthem?

Me:"canIaskyousomething"

Him:"yeah"

Me:"doyoustillhavefeelingsforher"

Him:"who"

Me:"Chuma"

Him:"no"

Iweighedthe'no'didn'thavemuchweight,therewas

somethinghewasn'ttellingme

Me:"thenwhat'sgoingon"

Him:"Idon'tknow,butItoldyoutoignoreher"

Me:"Iwanttounderstandwhyshe'ssohungupon

you"

Him:"beatsme"



Me:"youboughtherthathouseinCT?Thecar?And

what?thephonesshe'susing"

Him:"IonlyboughtthemthehousecozofOwe"

Me:"thecar"?

Him:"Ihavenoideahowshegotthat"

Me:"babyIhopeyou'retellingmethetruth"

Wathula...

Whatdoessilencemeankanene?Concernright?

Okay.

Me:"okayletmerephrasethequestion,yinton

osayenzelauChumaevennowthatwe'redating"

Him:"yho"

Me:"justbehonestokay"

Him:"Ierhm...Okaybabeungacaphukikeutheufuna

inyanisothat'swhatI'mgonnagiveyou"

Me:"enkosi"



Him:"IpaymaintenancesupportkaOwe,Isettletheir

housebillsandeveryendoftheyearIsendthemon

anallexpensespaidholiday"

Me:"mmmh"

Him:"thereyouhaveit"

Me:"why"

Him:"Idon'tknow...Iguesskuqhela"

Me:"ooh...butnowthatI'mhere,youwillhavetostop"

Him:"why"

Me:"why?Howwouldyoufeelifmyexwouldbuyme

expensiveweaves,shoes,handbags,make-upand

paymyholidayswhileukhonawena"

Him:"itsnotlikethatthough,I'mnotbuyingher

anythingI'mjustsecuringahometheylivein"

Me:"samedifference...ezaboiibillsIguesseven

includegroceries,mnaezambillswillhavetobe

weaveskaloksowhatdifferencedoesitmake?"

Him:"oh"

Me:"Iknowyouhavemoney,Iknowthatayivakalile



uyinikauChumabutthisisn'taboutmoney,itsabout

morals,boundaries"

Him:"ndiyakuvababe"

Me:"Ihopeso...cozthisisthesamereasonwhyshe

can'tletyougo,nguweusambonisathatyoustillcare.

Shewon'tgetamancozuyayazshe'sgotyou"

Him:"haikengokbabe"

Me:"itsthetruthandwebothknowit...orkwawena

uyambanga,Iknowthugs,rememberyousentmeto

doresearchkaloksoIkindadoknowhowyourtricks

work"

Him:"babekhayeke"

Me:"fondinIcan'twastemytimewithsomeone

who'sstillhunguponhisex,two-timingme..Ineedto

knowandfeelthatI'minarelationshipnot

isithembu"

Him:"butbabeyou'reblowingthisoutofproportion

youknowthat,right"?

Me:"baby,allI'msayingstopsponsoringChumawith

money,ifyoudon'tknowwhattodowithitzikhonaii



charitiesandneedypeople,sheisworkingI'msure

shecanaffordallthesethingsonherownANDshe's

notyourresponsibilityunlessthere'ssomethingI'm

missing"

Wathula...Iwenttobathndabuyaandsatonthat

bedplayingwithmyphone

Him:"awuzoyashopping"

Me:"no,I'mspendingmydayindoors"

Him:"babe"

Me:"mh"

Him:"I'mgladyouspokeoutngalewaykaChuma"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"...oh-kay,lemmegofetchSinoneh"

Me:"kay"

Hekissedmylipsanleft...IcalledSoso



Him:"hello"

Sososayinghello?Naah...

Me:"hi...canIspeaktoSoso"

Him:"speakingwhat'sup"

Me:"Landilendcelausosobra"

Him:"thoughtyouwouldn'tnotice...Sosoisin

Durban"

Me:"helefthisphone"?

Him:"no,hiscallsdiverttominewhenhe's

unreachable"

Me:"oohokaysharp"

Him:"Trina"

Me:"mmh"

Him:"itsnicehearingyourvoiceagain,Iseenise

closenoSoso"



Me:"he'sthekindafriendI'dkeepeveninmy

afterlife"

Him:"atleastoneofushasbrainsneh"

Me:"selfpitydoesn'tsuityou"

Him:"ngulifebra"

Ifeltsorryforhim...OrIneededsomeonetotalkto

myself?Idon'tknow.

Me:"you'retooyoungtocomplainaboutlife,setyour

mindrightgetyouractstraightandreviseyour

goals"

Him:"youmakeitsoundeasy"

Me:"itshouldbexauzixeleleyouwannadoit,noone

isgonnahelpyouifyoucan'thelpyourself"

Wathula....



Me:"Ihavetogo"

Him:"thankyou...Ineededtohearthat"

Me:"sure"

Wehungup..Ilayonmybackthinking:/whenmy

mindstartsworkingitneverstopsuntilitgetsallthe

answersitslookingfor.
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Isearchedforanyofhisphonesandfoundthe

secondpersonalphoneandcalledChuma

Her:"baby"

Me:"unobabyonguNtandouqalanini"

Her:"oohmxm!Ufunantoni"

Me:"haveyounoshame?Howcanyouuseyourchild

togettoaman?Where'syourself-respect"?

Her:"whatIdowithmychilddoesn'tconcernyouso



phumakimisisi"

Me:"youneedtobecookedagain,you'resorawand

tasteless"

Her:"suphambanelakumntombindini"

Me:"mamelakenono...Idon'tknowwhatgoesonin

thatchickenbrainofyoursbutuhm,canyouplsgeta

life?Getaman?Getbusymanandstopbeinga

nuisanceinmyrelationshipokay"?

Her:"I'mbeinganuisance?YayaziInuisanceba

nguwe"

Me:"thiswasn'tmeanttobeadialogueke

marara,getthemessageandgetalifeofyourown"

Her:"upha-"

Me:"youdon'twannaseemexandiphambeneso

don'tevenmentionthatword"

ThenIhungupandorderedanicecreamstrawberry

flavoredndatyainwaitingforNtando...LoChumais

reallygettingonmynerves.ItookNtando'slaptop

andopened...Icheckedhisemails...fromabroadand



fromaround,mostlywerebusinessrelatedregarding

thelegitandshadybusinesses.

Iwaslookingforsomething....thoughIacceptedthat

promisering,Iwasn'teasyaboutanyofthis

especiallywhenitcametothisChumacharacter.

ThenIcontinuedscrollingreachingtoemailsoffive

foursyearsago-_-Iwasbeyonddetermined.AsI

wasabouttogiveupandclosethelaptopIsawa

folderwritten"Dove"jongauDovesyifuneralparlour

kalokufunantonikwifileszikaNtando?Iopenedit

andreadthrough...AttheendIfoundanewspaper

articleofamanwhowasrunoverbyacarandleft

theretodieinagony...Ireadthroughthatarticleand

proceededtoeverythingthatbelowit.

Myfindings?:oChumawasthedriver...butNtando

coveredforher,hecalledinfavorssoshewouldn't

gotojail,Ihadthewholeproofatthetipofmythumb

andyouknowwhat?AsmuchasIknewthatNtando

isgettingnotificationsofwhatI'mviewingIjust



continuedandtransferedtheinfointomy

flash,saveditandsecureditwithalockcode.

Icontinuedviewingthesefilesandevencontinued

gettingdirtonChuma..AndAnelisa:vakholochance

xasendifumeneelithubalobonaezizintozinzulu

kangaka.WhenIwasdoneIputmyflashinmy

bag,replacedthelaptoptoitsrightfulplace

ndagqibezelaiicecreamyamndapholaaphaentloko

cozIknewverywellthatshewasgonnacomeafter

mewhenNtandofreezesallthesemonieshewas

sponsoringherwith.

Hereturnedwithhisdaughter,shewassoexcited

though:DhowIwishshewasn'tgonnaleaveno

NinabutIcouldn'treallystophercoztheyreally

neededthisbondingtime.

Heputhersmalltravelingbagontheluggage

rack,tookhislaptop,openeditandwentthroughit

withoutsayingaword:vIknewitmos,itshislaptop



andheknewexactlywhatIwasdoingtheresoIwas

chilled,akazondibuzaibusibhaliwemna.Whenhe

wasdonedoingwhateverhewasdoinghetookhis

tablet,kissedmeandSinothenwentout,wellI

assumedhewenttotheothersideofthesuit

Her:"mamaIwantmeat"

Me:"mmh,askdaddytoordermeatforyou"

Her:"da-yhoIthinkhe'sgoneout"

Me:"lemmecallhim"

Idialedhisnumber...

Him:"babe"

Me:"uSinoaphucelaumthengeleinyama"

Him:"ordersomethingfromthehotelrestaurant"

Me:"ooh,youdidn'teventellusuyaphi"

Him:''ndilaphaaroundbabe"



Me:"mmkay"

Him:"whydoyousoundsuspiciousofme"

Me:"naah,I'llgiveyouthebenefitofthedoubt

sthandwasam"

Him:"kay...ndizobuyalateronwhenI'mdoneokay"

Me:"sharp"

Iorderedmeat,chicken,formeandbeefforsinoand

weatewithbread...Herbiologicalmomcalled,I

directedhertothehotelandtoldherwe'llmeetat

MuggandBeaninmallthenIcleanedSinoup,made

sureshehaseverythingthenIgaveherR200notes

forpocketmoneyokoencumilekengok.Whenwe

reachedMuggandBeanAnelisawasalready

there...actuallySinosawherfirst

Her:"mama,nankuAnelisa"

Me:"uzothathawena"

Her:"andifunimnamama,ndifunauhlalanaweno



tata...okanyeketakemebacktomakhulu"

:oheh?
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Me:"ssh"

Weapproachedhermom,shecameupandhugged

bothofusthenwesatdown

Her:"Izakumamasino,yhoandsakukhumbuli

mntanam...enkosisisi"

Me:"itsnoproblemdear"

Sinowasstuckonmelikesuperglueonshoes..

Me:"iyakumambaby"



Her:"angomamalo"

Me:"sino"

Her:"kushoyenanjemama,andithiAnelisa"?

WellshewasinatightcornerandIwasn'treally

gonnapushherasifIalsodon'twanther

Anelisalookedatme...Ilookeddown,Iamnotreally

experiencedwithkidskalokandIwasn'ttherewhen

shetoldherchildakangomamaunguAnelisaand

myinstinctsaidIshouldjustupandleave,notget

tooinvolvedkulemother-daughterfeudbutIcouldn't

leaveSinolikethat:(myheartwouldn'tletme

Me:"nana,iza,lookatme"

Sheturnedandlookedatme



Her:"mamaIdon'twanttogowithher"

Me:"okay,listen...justhavelunchwithher,gooutand

letherspoilyouthenI'llcomefetchyouuzolala

nam"

Her:"butyoumustcometoo"

Ilookedathermom:/thiswasgettingalittlemore

thanawkwardnow

Nelisa:"itsokay"

Me:"noitsnot,youneedtospendtimewithyour

Child,uhlalaphi"?

Her:"I'matGardenCourthotelrightnow"

Me:"wellitsasisterhoteltothisone,inquirefromthe

receptionistmaybetheycantransferyouhere

withouthasslesthenyoucanspendtimewithyour

daughterduringthedayndimthathekelate"

Her:"okay...uhm,celauzameuthethanayetorhoI'll

justgotothehotelndibuzepha"



Me:"sure"

Shegotup...lookedatSinosorrowfullythenleft,felt

likeshewasashamedorsomething.Isatsinoright

infrontofmeandlookedherintheeye

Me:"nana"

Her:"Iwantdaddy"

Me:"okayI'llcallhim"

IcalledNtando...don'tknowwhetherthisisagood

ideaorwhat,butthiswasalsoachancetoseeif

NtandoreallyhatesAnelisaorkudlalwangengqondo

yamnjengaleinguChuma.

Him:"love"

Me:"uphi"

Him:"I'monmywaytotheroom"



Me:"pleaseturnback,cometoMuggandBean"

Him:"oh-kay"

Ihungup

Me:"he'scoming"

Her:"canyouplsbuymeacake"

Icalledawaitress,orderedacarrotcakeformyself

andachocolatecakeforher,satyawhilewaitingfor

Ntando...heappearedbeforeAnelisa,hesatdown

andatefrommycake,sinowenttositonhislap...it

wasclearshewasn'thappyatall.

Him:"what'sgoingon"

Me:"Sinodoesn'twannagowithhermom"

Him:"I'mnotsurprised"

Me:"dude"



Him:"whaat"?

Me:"thischildneedstobondwithhermother,don't

supportintoengekhoyoapha"

Him:"butbabeuAnelisabroughtthisalltoherself"

Me:"mxm"

Wathulawajongaintombiyakhe...

Him:"babe"

Her:"daddy"

Him:"yourmomjustwannaspendsometimewith

you"

Her:"daddyIwantmakhuluma"

Him:"I'lltakeyoutoherafteryou'vespentadaywith

yourmom"

Her:"andifuni"

Him:"Sinothando"

Her:"ha.adaddyI'mnotgoingwithher,mamatell



him"

Him:"okay,okay...tellmewhy"

Walila...

Her:"she'sgonnaleavemeagain,Idon'twanttogo

withherdaddytchini"

:(helookedatme...Ididn'tknowwhattosay,Iwas

closetocryingcozthiswasjusttopainfulevenfor

me.

Me:"Uhm,IsuggestedAnelisaaceletobetransfered

tothishotelsothatshecanspendtimewithSino

duringthedaythenambuyiselekuthilate"

Him:"you'rekidding...UsnoAnelisainthesame

hotel?Heh"!

Me:"foronceNtando,justthisonceputyouregoand

whatsoeverthataccompaniesitasideandthinkof



whatthisisdoingtoyourdaughter"

Him:"S'bongile,mydaughterisrightwheresheisno

mama"

Me:"mxm,ifthiswasChumawe'retalkingabout

ngekudalawavuma...masambeSino"

Shegotoffherfatheraandwalkedoutwithme,I

followedtowhereAnelisawenttoandbumpedonto

her

Me:"howdiditgo"?

Her:"theysentforsomeonetofetchmyluggage,Igot

aroom.Thankyou"

Me:"you'rewelcome...Ithinkwehavetotakethis

slow...I'llbewithy'allfortodayifyoudon'tmind"

Her:"notatall"

Me:"nana...wheremustwegotofirst"?

Sino:"you'recomingwithusnehmama"?



Inod

Sino:"Let'splaygamesthen"

Me:"thenwe'regoingdownstairs"

Anelisawasallsmiles,weallmakemistakesandI'm

quitecertainshewasregrettingsomeofherchoices

rightnow.
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Wewenttothegamesectionandplayed

games,ridingonscootersandchasing/racingcars.

Whenweweredonewewenttobuywithour

points,Sinochoseadoll...

IwasfeelingkindaguiltyforwhatIsaidtobaeyaz...

ThoughIwasdoingeverythingforSinoIstillfeltlike

IwasgoingagainstumntuwamandIdidn'tlikethat.

Notonebit.



SoIcalledhim...hopingtoseeorhearhowhefeels

aboutwhatIdid

Him:"babe"

Me:"babe,usharp"

Him:"showena"

Me:"uphi"

Him:"sêroominfondin"

Me:"Iuhm,Iwantedtoapologizeaboutearlier"

Him:"whataboutearlier"

Me:"whatIsaidaboutyouandyouknowwho...I'm

reallysorryman,IguessIwasjusttoooverwhelmed"

Him:"sho"

Me:"amIforgiven"?

Him:"we'lltalkwhenyoureturn"

Me:"soI'mnotforgiven"

Him:"you'reforgivenngenxakaThandobutlikeI

said,sothethaxaubuyile"



Me:"okay...baby"?

Him:"mh''?

Me:"Iloveyou,okay"

Him:"Iknowthat"

Me:"good...byebye"

Him:"betterbeherefordinner"

Me:"erh...Okay"

Wahleka...okay,calldidn'tgoasIhadhopedbutke

atleasthesaysheforgivesmebecauseofhis

daughterandI'mgratefulforthatcozitshowshe

recognizesthatIwasdoingtherightthingngonceda

uSino...notsosurengoncedauninake.

WhenweweredonewithEVERYTHINGthatshehad

plannedtodowithherdaughterSinosaidshe's

hungry...

Nelisa:"wecangrababitebeforeyoutwogobackto

yourroom"



Me:"I'msorry...Ntandowantsustohavedinnerwith

him"

Nelisa:"ohokay,Sino"

Her:"Nelisa"

Nelisa:"thankyoufortoday"

Shesmiledandtheyhugged

Sino:"mamasizotyaneh"?

Me:"yeahbutsotyanodaddy"

Sino:"ohaikeAnelisasiyahambathina"

:v

Nelisa:"raincheckthen"

Me:"sure"

Wewalkedbacktothehotel,andpartedourwaysas

weheadedtoourseparaterooms.Iwasanxiouske

cozNtandonormallyforgivesevenonthephone



akangomntuotsalaizintoxaethandabutnow...:vI

wasnervousman!

Iknocked

Heopened,kissedmycheek,tookhisdaughterinhis

armsandheadedtotheloungesidewahlalaonthe

couchmakingconversationwithhisdaughterand

sureenoughSinotoldhimeverythingasIwentto

freshenupandworePJsndabuyabesancokola

behleka

Him:"sowhatareweeatingmama"

Me:"Idon'tknow...Sinothando"?

Her:"anythingwithmeatnehdaddy"

Him:"yesbaby,mamasicelauordeukutya"

Itookthemenuandlookedforsomethingthatwill

besuitableforallofus,Iorderedroastedlamb



chops,riceandveggiesforNtando,Chicken

curry,mashedpotatoesandGreeksaladformyself

andbeefstewonpapforSino.

Him:"babeplsaddhotchipskuloorder"

Iaddedezochipszakhe,extralargewazothenI

orderedchocolatemilkshakeforSinoandtwojuices

forus...Iknewwehaveteainourroomjustincase

ndiyonqenenalejuice...thenIwenttojointhemwhile

waitingforourfoodtocomethrough.

Him:"hadfun"

Me:"Sinodid"

Him:"Iknow,ndibuzawenamna"

Me:"well...."

Sino:"mamaAnelisasaidwe'lldoitagainneh"?

Me:"urh..shedid"?



Sino:"yesheeeumama!Socanwegooutagainwith

hertomorrow"?

IlookedatNtando:/helookedatme,waitingforan

answerandsomehowIfeltlikehedidn'twantmeto

dothis

Me:"uhm,Iwon'tbeableto...Ihavesomething

importanttodotomorrowmylove"

Her:"yhookay"

Him:"butyoucangowithherifyouwantto"

Her:"nyhanidaddy"?

Him:"yeah...I'msureshewantstospendsome

qualitytimewithyoutoo"

Her:"okay...thankyou"

Him:"thankwho"?

Her:"thankyoutatamnoNtando"



Hekissedhernose,Iheardaknockandwentto

open,ourfoodwashere...Itippedthegirlandtook

ourfoodthenwedined.Ntandowaskeepingmeon

mytoes,hewasn'tsayinganythingthatIwas

expectinguntilwefinishedeating...Sinochanged

intoPJsandwenttobed,Istayedbehindinthe

loungeashetuckedherin.HecamebackasIwas

justsmilingatmyownlittlebundleofjoy..helifted

myfeetandputthemonhislapwandijonga

encumilenaye.

Him:"he'sgrowing"

Me:"graciously"

Him:"...so,howwastoday"

Me:"prettygoodImustsay"

Him:"mmh,souzenzauMcGyverngok"

Me:"Mc-who?Who'sthat"?

Him:"uzenzaistarringkwimovieyamagwejababe"

Me:"ndenzeniloveleirongo"?



Him:"sidingwithAnelisa?MentioningChumain

everyconversationwehave?AndImustsay,I'm

reallysurprisedcozyouweretherewhenAnelisa

dumpedsinokoThrilleryetyou'residingwithher

ngathiyou'regivingherapatonthebackassome

congratulationsorsomething"

Okay...

Me:"canIsaysomethingbabe"

Him:"ima,IknowyouweredoingthisforSinoandI

loveyouforthat.Butdidyoutakeastepbackto

think?Thinkabouttheprecautions"?

Ndathula..

Him:"we'renotfighting,we'renotarguing,we'rejust

talkingsomasithethe...helpmeorrathercorrectme

ifI'mwrongbutIdon'trecallyouandAnelisaorany

ofmyexesforthatmatterbeingfriends.Idon'tsee



it,itsnotpossible"

Iwassuddenlydumb...y'allhavenoclue:o

Him:"S'bongile"

Me:"baby"

Him:"helpmeouthere,whatamIdoingwrong?Don't

mentionChuma,wesortedthatoneout"

Me:"I...Idon'tknow"

Him:"thenwhydoyouchoosenottolistentome?

ShouldItakethisasatest?Khandxelelebaby"

Me:"Ithought...Okay...Like,IthoughtIwasdoingthe

rightthingforyourdaughterthoughIknewverywell

howyoufeelabouthermother"

Him:"kaloktellmewhatamIdoingwrong"

Me:"akhonto"

Him:"okay"



Cwakaemvakoko...Isatthere,notknowingwhether

IwasrightforwhatIdidforSinoorwrong,hay

andiyaznyhanishame.Itookmyphonesandheaded

tobed,Igotinndazamaulala...atleastAnelisawill

sleeppeacefullynowthatshesawumntanakheeven

ifitwasjustasmalltime.

Him:"uqumbile"

Me:"no"

Him:"mmh,I'mgoingout...IdontknowwhattimeI'll

beback"

Me:"uyaphi"

Him:"Ihavesomethingtosortwiththegents"

Me:"Ithoughtthisweekwasforus,nobusiness

involved"

Hebentdown,kissedSinothenme

Him:"loveyou"



Gqibawaphuma.Kaysho.

Ohkay...

ItossedandturnedcozIwasn'tsleepy,cozmychild

wasrestless...hewaskickingsopainfullyIevenhad

tositupandrubmystomachsayingsweetnothings

tothislittleguyinthere...Ntandowasonsome

sneakybusinessIswear.I'veneverbeenlikethis

whenhe'sout.Never.

AftersometimeIdecidedtocallhim,thoughIknew

thattoowasn'tsafebutIbelieveditcouldsavehis

lifeIhadthisawfulfeelinghewasindangershame

anditwasn'tsomethingIcouldshakeoff...thephone

rangtwotimesandcutoff!Itriedagainandhe

pickedup

Him:"lovethisisn'tarighttime"



Me:"Iknow,butyouhavetocomeback"

Him:"what"?

Me:"you'renotsafewhereyouare,please,youhaveto

comeback...lettheguysdealwithwhatsoeveritits

Lenaniyenzayobutdon'tgetinvolved"

Him:"yhoS'bongile...look,Ipromisethiswon'ttakea

wholenight,I'llbethereevenbeforeyouwakeup

ksasa"

Me:"Ntandopleasedothisonethingforme,please

doitforourson"

Him:"OhGodnotthis,notnow"

Me:"I'mbeggingyou...pleasebaby.Okayfine,you

don'thavetocometothehotel,justgetoutofwhere

youarerightnow"

Wakhewathicwaka...

Him:"okay,I'monmyway"

Me:"thankyou...uhm,babe"



Him:"huh"

Me:"plsdon'ttaketheblackroad,findsomeother

path"

Him:"okay,nowcanwehangup"

Me:"sho"

Ihungupandwenttomakemyselfherbaltea...I

neededitsomuch.InamatterofminutesIsawthe

dooropeningandIwasonthecouchwithmy

tea,stillrubbingmybelly.Hewalkedinandcameto

me,hesatonthecouchoppositemineandcovered

hisfacewithhishandsformorethanfiveminutes.I

justconcentratedonmysoncozIknewNtandowill

thinkIonlycalledhimcozIwasseekingattention:/

Him:"youokay"

Me:"he'srestless"

Him:"uqalenini"

Me:"anhourortwoafteryouleft"



Wathula...hisphonerang

Him:"Luxolo"

Lux:"bra...thiswasasetup"

Him:"whatdoyoumeanthiswasasetup"

Lux:"Idon'tknow...theseguyscameherelookingfor

you,ifbesingaxhobangawewouldhavebeendead

bynow"

Him:"hehkwediniuthininah"

Screechingcars...shotsfiredandthen.Bam!

Thesignalcutoff....Ntandolookedatthephone,put

itdownthenlookedatmequizzically:/Iwas

confusedkancincikebyhislook.
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Wesatinthatsilence...mychildwasnotkicking,he

wasjustpositionedinapainfulwaynearmyribs,I

couldfeelthisstingingpainlikeihlababelowthe

ribcageandIclosedmyeyesmakingasilentprayer

thathemustrepositionhimselfsomehowo.Oand

sitorlaynormallyIdon'tknowhey.

SeeingthatakhontosiyincokolayoIlefthimthere

immediatelyafterIfinishedmytea,Ilayonmyback

andrubbedmybelly,slowlythepainwaseasing

now...Ihearshimtalkingonthephoneforalong

timethenheswitchedoffthelightandcametothe

bedroom.

UNtando?Lolyhoheee...insteadofcomingtobed

hewentstraighttotheshowerwavasaumntundade

ndalala.

FollowingmorningIwokeupanhewasn'tin

bed,actuallyhewasn'taroundatallbutIcouldsmell

hisscentsofreshintheroom.Icheckedthetime

thenIorderedfullcontinentalbreakfastfortwowith

ExtracerealforSinothenIbathed.WhenIwas



done,ourfoodcameandIbathedherdressedher

thenweduginsatya...ImadesureshewasfullthenI

calledNtando:/Ican'tjustreleaseumntanakhe

withouttellinghim

Him:"hello"

Me:"Sinoisgoingtohermom"

Him:"erh...okay...Okayakhoproblem"

Me:"sho"

Ihungup...IcalledAnelisaandwemetatreception,I

gaveherumntanakheandreturnedbacktotheroom

fikandabuyelainbedndalalacum.IguessIwas

repayingbackthesleepIlostlastnight:vpayback

mntanam!

LateronIwaswokenupbySihle'scall

Me:"low"



Him:"you'reasleep?Midday"

Me:"heyyou,sup"

Him:"ImissedyouIguess"

Me:"aaw,where'smyotherfriend"

Him:"theywentswimming,howareyou"

Me:"I'mgreat...you"

Him:"I'mgreat.Areyousureyou'reokay"

Me:"ndigrandSihlemfethu"

Him:"oooh,Iwasjustchecking...byebye"

Me:"thanksfrthecallvha"

Him:"anytime"

Wehungupjustasbaewalkedinandcametosit

nexttomeinbed,herubbedmybabybumpsoftlyin

circulationmode...somethingwasbotheringhim,I

couldtell.Hiseyeswerebloodshotredanditwasn't

cute



Him:"thankyou"

Me:"whathappened"

Him:"itwasasetup,forme"

Me:"oh"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay..

SoIjustkeptquietandwaited,maybethere'smore

thathe'sgonnarevealorinquireIdon'tknow.ButI

waited...healsojustsatthereandjustrubbedmy

bump,Iliftedmyheadupandkissedhim.Hewas

hot...Iknewrightthenthatsomethingorrather

someonewasgonnadie,hisangerwasbeyond

controlandI'msureuqalekwigentsfornotknowing

thattheyweresetupuntiltheexacttime,whichis

maybetheydidn'tevendoaresearchbeforethey

agreedonthatdealtheywereonto.

Me:"plscalmdownneh"



Him:"I'mcool"

Me:"butyourtemperaturesayssomethingelse"

Hesmiledandkissedme,wekissedagainandagain

thenstopped.

Him:"I'mstillamazedathowdidyouknow"

Me:"there'ssomethingtheycallaninstinct"

Him:"yho...itwassoaccurate"

Me:"itneverlies"

Imadespaceforhimandhelaynexttome,Ilaymy

headonhischestfeelingandlisteningtohis

heartbeat.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Him:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"Iknowitsyourlife,whoyouareandallbutIdon't



wannalooseyou"

Him:"babe"

Me:"I'mseriousNtando,Ican'tlooseyou.Thereare

somanywhatif'srunninginmymindrightnowandI

don'twannaentertainthembutitshardnotto"

Hesatuprightandlookedatme...okayIwas

teary,whatifIhadbrushedthefeelingaside?Whatif

hehasn'tlistened?Whatifthis,whatifthat?Ijust

couldn'tbrushthosequestionsaside,itwashard

mntakadad.

Hewipedmytearswithoutsayingaword,hismouth

shut...

Me:"weshouldgo"

Him:"we'llgotomorrowevening...Ihaveonemore

thingtodo"

Me:"ohNtandotana"



Him:"Ihavetoknowwho'sbehindthis,ifitsKillaI

mustbracemyselfcozwhenhestarts

war,battlefieldbecomesourhome"

Me:"yho"

Ijustturnedandfacedtheotherwayround,ndamaz

moslomntuligintsabutitsnotnaturaltometo

acceptthatourlivesarealivingwarzone...no,it'snot

easymoresowhenNtandodoesn'tevenhavethe

characteristicsofagangstawhenhe'shome.

Him:"I'llprotectyou"

Me:"itsnotlikeyouhaveachoicebaby"

Hegotupandmadehimselfdecafcoffee...Two

cupsthenhesatkulacomputertableandgotbusy

onhislaptop,allIcouldhearwasbuttons,andaznale

tabletebeyithengelanicozhedoesn'tneeditvery

much.


