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Iamlostinbetweenlifeanddeath.Idonotsee

anythingletalonemovemyeyes.Ithurtssomuch

itwasn'tsupposedtohurt.Thiswassupposedtobe

fun,wehadnameditlustbutit'sbroad..it'smore

thanthat.Dropsofbloodbounceonthefloorasthe

razorbladeslowlygetsliberatedfrommyhands.

Myspiritisslowlyseparatingfrommybody.Thisis

muchbetterthanseeinghimmarryanotherwoman.

IgaspforbreathIwouldratherdiethanwatchhim

walkawayfromme.Thedooropenshisscentgets

concentratedintheroom.

"Nomthandazowhatdidyoudo?"Hekissesmy

foreheadhisvoiceiscranky.HeputsmeonhislapI

feeldropsoftearsonmyforehead.

"Nom!!!!!..pleasedon'tleavemeIwon'tmarryher.

Youaremyforever...NomIwilldietoo"Ihearhim



tearinghisshirtcursing.Hebandagesmywrist..

Iopenmyeyeslightly

"Iwillalwaysloveyou"Iclosemyeyesslowly.He

criesloudly

'Iwilllosemysanitybabythisloveisforbidden

fuckenshityoumyforever"

Icanhearhimfromfar.
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Thereflectionofthesunhitsmywindow.Igroan

gettingoffthebed.Mondaysaremyfavouritedays

butnotthisone.IspentthewholeSundaywith

Menzi.Thinkingabouthimmakesmesmile.My

stomachgrowlsurghIhavebeeneatingalotlately.

Thewalktokitchenisadrag.WhenIopenmyroom



Ifindmomironingherclothes

"UyazenzelakwamiMaNcwane(youdoasyou

pleaseinmyhouse)?"

"NotatallmomIwasbusywithMenziplanningour

future"

"Ihopeyouarenotplanningtobeparents"

"Wehavegoalstoachievesohavingachildisout

ofthelist"shechuckles

"IhopeyouwillgetmarriedguysalthoughIdoubt

yourlovewilllast.Youguysarestillyoungyouwill

growupandmeetnewpeople"

"Don'tbemeanmom"Iopenthefridgeandgraban



apple.Idownitwithmywarmwater.

"Areyouguysalreadyhavingsex?"Ishylylaugh

"MomIhaven'teventurned16"

"AreyoustillavirginMaNcwane?"

"Iamstillsealedandpure.Besideswedon'ttalk

aboutsex.Soyoudon'thavetoworry"

"Weneedtohaveamotheranddaughtertalk"

"Whatisthat?"Sheunplugstheironandjoinsme

onthetable.

"Wehavesomethingcalledteenagepregnancy"



"Iknowmom"

"Nomtheminuteyoufeelthatyouarereadytohave

sex.YouandMenzihavetogoandtest.Andyou

canstartusingcontraceptivessuchasacondomsI

don'tadviceyoutohaverawsex"

"Mom"

"Momyamasimbayoubetterbecarefulsisi"

"Wewillwaitformarriage"

"Ihearyousisibutpleasebecareful.Whatareyour

plansfortoday?"

"BabaandIaregoingtothemalltobuymythings"



"Havingafatherisniceuhm"

"It'sablessing..whereisbaba?"

"Heisdoingthegardeningoutside.Hewas

complainingthathistomatoesarenotproducing

anything"

"Hewatersthemalotthatshouldchange.Heneeds

toputmanure"

"Myfutureagriculturegraduate"

"Ohyesmommy"shesmilesstandingup

Igobarefootedbehindthehousethestonesare

piercingmyhardflesh



"Whydidn'tyouwearyourslippersnotofo?"

'Babaithurts"heputsdowntheshoveland

removeshisgloves

"Letmeseemyangel"hesayssquating.Thereis

bloodthebrokenglasstoremyfleshalittlebit

"Thisthingnearlykilledyou"

Myfatherhasstartedwithexaggerating

"Itsuredid"hechecksmyfootagain.Helooksat

meandsmiles

"AreyoulaughingatmeNotofo?"

"Nobabahurryuplet'sgotothemallyounowhow



holidaysare"

"Okmydaughter"wegotothehouse.Ibathfirsthe

bathesafterme.Mymotherisahousewifeandmy

fatherisaconstructionworkerwestayinathree

roomedhouse.Afterbeingreadywegetataxito

Town.IamnotaracistbutwehavealotofIndians

andIhatethem.Mymothernearlybrokeherleg

becausetheIndianladypushedherdownthe

staircase.Shedidn'twanttopayhertalkingabout

crazybosses.

Wegotothemarketandgetfewvegetables

"Baba"

"Yebondodakazi"

"Ireallywanttomoveusawayfromthetownship

baba.Iwanttobuildyouabighouseinthecityof

Johannesburgthecityofgold"



"Iamstilllistening"Ilaughshyly

"Thenbuildyouamansion,buyyoucarsandmake

youhappy"hehugsmekissingmyforehead

"Everythingthatyouspeakcomestopass"

"Really?"

"Yesyourtonguehaspowertobuildanddestroy"

TheimagineofMenziandIgettingmarriedclouds

mythoughts.Havingahugehouseandkids.Menzi

andIhavebeendatingforaverylongtimesinceI

wasfourteenandheistwoyearsolderthanme.

"Whatareyouthinkingaboutlittlenotofo?"



"Nothingbaba"

Aftershoppingwetakeataxibackhome.Whenwe

gethomewefindmamacooking

"Heyguysyouareback?"

"Yesweboughtyousomethingit'sinsidethe

plastic"

"ThankyouNcwane"shesayslaughingwipingher

handswithherdress.

Theholidayscometoanendit'sbacktoschool.I

wakeupearlierthanusualbabahaslongleft.Ibath

veryfastandleaveforschool.

"SeeyoulaterMaNcwane"Ikissherforehead



"Byemama"

WhenIgetoutsideIfindMenzialreadywaitingfor

me

"Ntombiyami"Ifindmyselfblushing

"Babazhowareyou?"hepullsmeforahugand

sniffsmyhairheplantssoftkissesonmyneck.I

giggle,bynatureIamaquietperson.Iaman

introvertMenziandImetatschoolIwassoshyto

eventellhimmyname.Hestruggledtocrackmeup.

Itoldmyparentsabouthimtheveryfirstdayhe

approachedme.

"Areyouokaymylove?"Heangrilyrubshis

foreheadhisnosehasturnedred



"Imaginemyfatherdoesn'twanttosupportme"

"Wespokeaboutthatbaby.Youcannotforcea

persontodowhattheydon'twanttodo.Hedoesn't

wanttosupportyouit'sokayworkhardatschool

andmakethingshappen.Iwillalwaysbeherefor

youforaslongasIbreath"

"YesbabyIhearyoubutIwantedhissurnameonly.

IamaXababutIamnotevenusinghissurname

enoughaboutthat.Youarethewomanofmy

dreamsMaNcwane.Yoursmilecaptivatedmyheart.

Ican'twaittomarryyou"

"Vilakazi"Iwhispersoftlybutterfliesarealready

roaminginmystomach.Ilovethismanheismy

worldwhateverIseeinthefuturerevolvesaround

him.

Whenwegettoschoolweseparateandgotoour



classes.

Mybestfriendisveryloud.

"Youcamewithhimdidn'tyou?"

"Nokuthula"sheistooloudIcan'tletherinmy

affairs

"Iamaskingfriend"

"Canwejustconcentrateonourschoolwork"

"Youdonothavetobecoldlover"

"IamnotNonoIjustwanttobequiet"



"Igotaboyfriend"Irollmyeyesthisconversationis

annoyingme.

"Isheamarriedman?"

"Youarebeingjudgementalrightnow"

"IamnotfriendIjustwantyoutodowhatisright"

"IamnotlikeyouNotofo,unlikeincubatedeggs.I

amlikeaspringbokinthejungleIdowhatihaveto

dotosurvive.RememberCharlesDarwin'stheory.

Survivalofthefittesttaughtmewell.Iamfromthe

jungleIdowhatbenefitsme"shefrownsand

smilesalittle.

"IamsorryNokuthulait'sjust.."



"Dropitalreadyfriend"shegigglesloudly.

Irecentlyturned16Menzihasmadesomething

specialformehesaysIshouldwearabeachoutfit

"WhatareyougoingtowearNomtha?"

"Idon'tknowmommybutIthinkIshouldweara

short"

"Yeswearitandyourslippers"

"Theylookwornout"Isayhuffingfrustrated

"Wearminethen"

"Iloveyours"Isaygrinning



"Yousonaughtywena"

Ilooksimplewithmybumshortandvest.Iwear

size28Ihavebeenskinnyallmylife.Ican'tdeny

mybeauty,peopleadmiremylooksevenmy

parentsusedtokeepmelockedinthehousethey

wantedmetostaysafe.

WhenI'mdonewearingIfindMenzitalkingtomy

mother.Hiseyesmovetomehisdumbstruck

"Yourtonguegottied?"

"Ohnohellowoman"

"Momweareleaving"shehugsme



"Byema"Menzisaysrespectfully

"ByeMenzitakecareofmydaughter"

"Iwilldefinitelydothat"

Shewinksatusasweleavehome.Helooks

handsome,it'ssofunnyhowmuchIthinkofour

offspringswhenIamwithhim.

"Youlookstunningbaby"

"Thankyoumylove"

"Welllet'shurryupbeforeitgetsdark"

Wetakeataxitothebeach,heiscarryingabasket.

Mymanisromantichehasalwaysbeenromantic.



Whenwegettothebeachhesetseverythingabit

farfromthebeachwestarteating

"IloveyousomuchNomIknowforsurethatyou

aremyforever.Ilovehowwiseyouareare.Itjust

makesmewanttomarryyounow.Happybirthday

mylovemaytheLordkeepyouforme"

Tearsstreamonmycheeks.IknowIwouldlose

mysanityifhewastoleaveme

"ThankyouVilakazi"hewipesmytearswithhis

thumb

"IwillneverbreakyourheartIpromisetoloveyou

unconditionally.IknownextyearIamgoingto

universitypleasedon'tcheatonme"

"Iwillneverdothatlove.YouknowmemorethanI

knowmyself"hisdeliciouslipsmoveuntomypink

thinlips.Thewayhekissesmemakemefeel



somehow.

Aroundsevenwegotohishouse.Thehouseis

empty

"Whereismom?"Iaskhim

"Youknowhowshe

Ismylove.Sheisworkingnightshifttonight"

"Isee"

PeoplefindmeboringbecauseIonlyspeaka

coupleofwords.

"Doyouwantanythingtodrink?"

"NoI'mfineMenzi"



Igotohisroomandputhisbagonhisbed.Ican

feelhimbehindme.Hekissesmyneckmybreath

hikes.

"IloveyouNom"

Iturnaroundandfacehimhiseyesaresparkling

withtears

"Don'tcry"weindulgeinourpassions.Heremoves

myshirtandbracuppingmybreasts.
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Hewhisperssweetnothingsinmyear.Whenhe

sucksmynipplesanuncomfortablefeelingstrikes

myuniverse.Hemovestomylipsanddiligently

kissesme.Heslowlypushesmeonthebedand



lowersmyshort.Idon'twearpantiesbytheway.He

slowlyopensmylegsgruntinglikeapig.Thenhe

insertshisfingerinmyheaven.Heremovesitand

licksit.Hesniffsmeasifheiscrazy

"IloveyouNom"histongueravelstomycoreneed

consumesmeasImoanloudly.ThisisperfectI

wishhecanstayinmydarknessforever.

"Ipeed"embarrassmentfloodsmyfaceasIfeela

slicknessinbetweenmylegs.

"Noyoudidn'tbaby"hekissesmeashepositions

himselfinsideme.Aloudscreamescapesfrommy

mouth.Heisdefinitelykillingme

"I'msorrybabyyouaregoingtofineafterthis"he

movesslowlyasIbitehisshoulder



Heremoveshismanhoodandpourshisseedson

mytummy.Hegoesawayandcomesbackwitha

dishIswearIfeelvulnerablenow.

"Comeandbath"hesoftlysaystomeIgoandsit

insidethewarmwater.IdonotknowhowIfeel

aboutwhatjusthappened

"Nomareyouregretingwhatwedid?"Heasks

brushingmyback

"NoI'mnotIamjustscared"hemakesmefacehim

andholdsmyhand

"Whatareyouscaredof?"

"Nothingactuallyforgetaboutit..Ouchthisis

painfuland..."



"DonotchangethesubjectNomthandazoKhoza!"

Hesayssternly.Iknowheisangryrightnow

"Thatyougotwhatyouwantedandyouwillleave

me"

"Iswearonmygrandmother'sgraveIwillnever

stoplovingyou.Youhavegivenmesomething

preciousIcanneverforgetthat.Iwillholdthis

preciousgiftwithpride"

"Iloveyousomuch"

"Youaremyworld"afterbathingwesleepcuddling.

Hewakesmeupthenextmorning.

"Goodmorningsleepingbeauty"



"MorningVilakazi"hegentlykissesme.Weindulge

inourdirtypassionsheisverysofthehandlesme

inafragileway.Wespendthewholedayentwined.

Helateraccompaniesmehome.

WhenIgethomeIfindthehouselocked.Igetthe

keybehindthehouseit'shiddenunderneaththe

rock.Momwalksinafterfewminutescarrying

plastics

"Youarebackmhambi?"Ican'tstoplaughing

"Momyoudidn'tcook?"

"Youdidn'teatwhereyouwere?"

"Iwantmyfather'sfood"



"Youarecrazy"shelaughspackinghergroceries.

"NoI'mnot"shelooksatmesmiling

"Youlookhappythatboykeepsyouhappyright?"

"Hedoesmommy"

Wecooktogetherbabacomesbackhomearound

six.

**************************

It'sthenightbeforeMenzireceiveshismatric

results.Heispacingupanddownmakingmemore

nervous

"YouareaffectingmythinkingMenzi"



"IamscaredtofailNotofo.WhatifIdon'tmakeit.I

amscaredtobeafailure.WhatifIfailmymother

thewaymyfatherdid?"Heisannoyingmewithhis

words

"Stopit!Fuckenstopityouwillpissmeoff.Youare

notyourfatherbaby.Youareastrongmannota

weaklinglikehim"Ihughim

"Thankyouforbeingthepartofmylife.Idon't

knowwhereIwouldbewithoutyou"

"Ourlovewalksusthroughheavystormsbaby"

Hismotherjoinsus

"Makotihowareyou?"



"Iamgoodmahowareyou?"

"Goodlet'sgoandeatIhavealreadydishedupfor

us"shesayscalmly.

Wefollowhertothekitchen.Weprayandeat

afterwards.Wewashthedishesandgotobed.I

wakehimupatmidnight

"Comelet'swearourclothesandrushtothe

garage"

"HoldonNomit'sstillearly.Wewillgolater,inthe

meantimecomeandmakemefeelgood"Ifind

myselfblushing

"Ain'tyoutired?"



"Icanneverbetiredforyou"

Heturnsmearoundandmakesmefeelgood.

Weleavehisplacearoundsixandgotothegarage.

Ibuythepaperandcheckhisname.

"OhyesIshout"

"WhathappenedNom?"

"YoupassedbabyyougotaA"

Webothscream

"IamgoingtoUKZNbabyyesImadeit"

"Thiscallsoutforacelebration"



"Godisgoodman"herubshistearyeyes

"Youweremadetowinbaby.Theworldisyourswe

arecomingforeverythingtheytolduswecouldn't

have"

"Yesweareclaimingeverythingfromtheuniverse

maNcwane"

"Wehavethisbaby"

Weholdhandsandruntothebeach..wefind

ourselvesshoutingallourdesiresweevenpickup

ourluckystones.

"Weshallgetmarriedonthisspot"hesayswriting

ournames



"OhbabyandwhereamIgoingtogivebirth?"

"Inthemostexpensivehospital"

Welaughgettinginsidethewater.Wegohome

soakedinsaltywater.Wecallhismotherandtell

himthegoodnewsshescreamssheisnotaround

tocelebratewithus.Thisissobeautiful.

Thetimeforhimtoregistercomeshelooksdrained

IamshockedheisnotexcitedasIam

"What'shappeningMenzi?"

"It'snothingIcan'tfix"healwayssaysthatwhenI

attempttohearhisworries

"ComeonMenziwhat'shappeningtoyou?"Herubs



hisforehead

"Idon'thavemoneytoregister.Theclothestowear

andthefood.Mymomwon'tbeabletoafford

everything"

"Don'tworryIwiltakecareofthat"Ihavealotof

moneyinmysavings.Investinginhiseducation

wouldbethenoblethingtodo

"Nobaby..."

"WearebuildingourfutureherebabyIdohavethe

moneydonotworryIwilltakecareofthis.Allowme

tohelpyouplease"

"Nomareyousure?AssoonasFundzaLushaka

paysformeIwillpayyouback"



"Iknowbabycomegivemeakiss"

Helateraccompaniesmehome.

ThefollowingmorningIgivehimthemoneythatis

inmysavings.IcallNokuthulatocometomy

house

"Heyfriendship"

"HeyNonocanIgiveyouanythingtoeat?"

"NogirlIalreadyateporridgesowhat'shappening

today?"

"Pleaseaccompanymetotown"..

"Whatdoyouwanttodointown?"



"IamgoingtobuyMenzigroceriesandclotheshe

isgoingtoUniversityinthenexttwoweeks"

Shelooksatmesmiling

"Areyouusinghismoney?"

"Yes"

"Nomthandazoyouaresuchaliar.Howcanyou

useyourownmoney?Heisamanlethimhustlefor

himself"

"Whyareyoulikethis?"

"IamgivingyouaheadsupNom.Ifhefallsoutof

lovehewillstaybecauseyoudidthingsforhim.He

willstaybecausehepitiesyou.Ifyouarenotlucky



heisgoingtoleaveyou.Youwillclaimthatyou

madehimandyouwillgocrazy"

"Menziismyforeverhewillneverdothattome"

"Iwonderwhyyouareactingstupidwhenyouknow

whatmyaunt'shusbanddidaftersheelevatedhim"

"HeisnotMbusoheisMenzi"

"Hambajubabazokuchuthaphambili"

"WhyareyoulikethisNono?"

"Notofocontinuebeingthesupportivewifewanna

be.Letmegiveyouapieceofmywisdommakea

manoutofthegoodnessofyourheartnotbecause

youareexpectingmarriageinreturnbecauseyou



willgetheartbroken.Myadviceisinvestyour

relativesifyouhavealotofmoney"

Whatshesaysmakesmeshakealittlebit.Idonot

wanttodoubtMenzihewouldneverleaveme.
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Thebeautyofthenaturealwayscalmsdownmy

wonderingfeelings.Iexhaleandinhaledeeply.

Meditationdoesmegood.Menzihavebeenso

happyhepassedhisfirstyearinanamazingway.

Notonlyisheamanwithgoodlooksbuthehas

brainstoo.

Ihavebeenfeelingsicklately,alwaysnauseous.I

usetheInternettocheckwhatmightbethe

symptomsthatIhave.Pregnancypopsuptoo.My

heartacceleratesfastIalsopassedmymatric



havingababywillpullmeback.Iputonmyjersey

andgotothepharmacy.Theweatherisabitchilly.

I'malreadywaitingforthemtoopen.Thispharmacy

hasweirdoperatinghoursifyouaskme.Ibuythe

pregnancytestsandheadhome.LuckilyI'mhome

alonebabaandmamawenttoRichard'sbay.

Allthetestscomebackpositive.Myeyes

immediatelygetfilledwithtears.Confusiondrowns

meI'mliterallygaspingforbreathe.WhymustIbe

pregnant?DearsweetGodwearejustyoungand

wearefrompoorbackgrounds.Myhandsare

shakinguncontrollably.Takingabathdoesn'teven

flashinmybrain.Itakemyclothesandgoto

Menzi'splace,hestaysneartheschool.

WhenIgetthereIfindhimdoinghiswashing

"Mybeauty"hesaysgrinning



"Heybaby"hefrownsalittle

"AreyougoodMaNcwane?"

"YesIamgoodmylove.Itsmellsdivinewhatdid

youcook?"

"Nothingfancycomeongivemeyourbag"Ihandit

tohimandfollowhim

"Thisplacelooksclean"

"Ihavealwaysbeencleanbabywhyareyoutalking

asifI'malwaysdirty"hechuckleslightly

"Doyouevertakeacomplimentwithoutsaying

anythingmean?"Hespanksmytinyassandsticks

outhistongue.



"Whatareyousayingmysweetdeliciousprincess?

Mhnmyoutastierthangrapeswellevenchocolates

havenothingonyou"hesaysnibblingonmyear.I

amnowstarvedfuckIhatethewayhecontrolsmy

body

"StopIamsohungry"mystomachgrowlshe

standsupanddishesforus.Heissuchagood

cookwellhecooksmuchbetterthanme.

"Thereislesssalthere"

"Don'tputtoomuchsaltbabyit'snothealthy"

"IhearyouDoctorVilakazi"

"Ididn'thearyouwoman"



Ilaughthrowingmyheadbackwards

"NothingIamhungry"

"GoodIthoughtasmuch"

Aftereatingherubsmyfeetandsmiles

"Whyareyousmiling?"

"IamsogratefulthatIhaveyouinmylifebaby.You

areadreamcometrue"

"Mhmmreally?"

"Youareeverythingthatmatterstome.Igotyou

formstostudyhere.YoucanalsoapplyforNSFAS"



"Youwantmetostudywithyou?"

"Ofcoursebaby..Iwouldreallylovetoseeyou

moreoften"

"Iwilllookintothem"

"Perfect"

"MenziifIwastogetpregnantwhatwouldyoudo?"

"Marryyou..Youareonpillright?Youain't

pregnantMaNcwaneright?"

"Iam"

"Wecan'tkeepit"



"What?"Hestandsupandstartspacingupand

down

"Yeswecan'tkeepitMaNcwaneweareyoungwe

havedreamstoachieve.Wehaveempirestobuild.

Havingababyisanono"

"Iampregnantdammit!Whatdoyouwantmeto

do?"

"IamnotreadytobeafatherGodknowsthatIam

stillfixingmyself.Ican'tbeafather"

"YouareselfishMenzi"IgetoffthebedasIam

abouttotakemybaghestopsme

"Pleaselookathowweliveitwouldbeselfishofus

tokeepaninnocentsoul.Youhavedreamsto



accomplishsodoI.Pleasebabypleasedon't"

"I'mscaredMenziIamscared"

"Wewillgotogether"

"Where?"

"Tothehospitaltoterminatethispregnancy"

AloudcryescapesmymouthGodIamsoscared

tokillmybaby.Thisishardforme

"NoMenzi"

"ThinkaboutitNomdoyouwantourbabytosuffer.

Ifthuswhatyouwantthenit'sokaykeepitjust

knowthatIamnotdroppingoutfromschool"



"Ihearyou"

HekeepsonpersuadingmeIendupgivingin.That

wouldbeselfishofmeifIkeepit,raisingababyis

difficult.

Wemakeanappointmentsothatmysoldiercanbe

murdered.Ithurtssomuchfucklovefucklife.Isay

softlywhyamInottellingmyparentsthis?After

twodayswegotothehospital,hehasbeencrying

tooit'stoopainful.

Thenurseinstructsmetolieonthebedandopen

mylegs.HeinducesmewithsomethingthatIdon't

evenknow.Menziisbymysideallthetimeholding

myhand.

Bythetimethenursesayswearedonehiccups

formcontinously



"Iamamurder"Isaywhisperingsoftly

"Noyouarenotbabyyoudidwhatwasbestforus"

IamtoldwhatIshouldeatandallofthat.Mymind

isnothereIamtellingmymomshehastoknow

this.

IamwalkinglikeazombieIamone.Ifeellikeapart

ofmehasbeensnatchedawayfromme.Thefunny

partaboutthisisthatIamthevillaininthismovie.I

amlosingmyselfslowlybutsurely.Iamdetaching

myselffromthisearthunintentionally.The

emptinessandthehollownesswithinmeis

overcomingmyneedtolive.Ispendmostofmy

dayslockedupinmybedroom.

Ithasbeensixmonthssincewedidtheabortion

ourrelationshiphasbeenrocky.Igivehimthe

credithehasbeenputtingdoubleofwhatwehad



beforebutIhavebeenpullingawayfromhim.YesI

lovebutIamblaminghimforthis.Iamnottryingto

beavictimbutit'shauntingmedaily.Iwonderifit

wasaboyoragirl.Myeyesaresoredmomwalks

in

"Notofowhat'shappeningtoyoumydaughter?Your

fatherandIarenotsleepingweareworriedabout

you"

"It'snothingmomstopworrying"

"Iknowyouverywelltofotalktomepleasemy

angel"shestartscryingfatherwalksinonus

"Whodied?"Helovessayingthat.Ifitwasina

differentsituationweweregoingtolaugh

"Khozastopitcan'tyouseethatweareserious



here?"

"Ididsomethingbad"Iwhispersoftly

"Whatdidyoudomyangel?"Babaaskssoftly

pullingmetohischest

"Ihadanabortion"hedoesn'tstoprubbingmyback

"Ohbaby"momsayscrying.Ihateseeingmy

parentshurt.Ican'tjustifywhatIdid.Igivebaba

mydiaryhereadswhateveriswritteninitand

handsittomom.

"IregretitbabaIcan'tsleepatnightIfeellikeI'm

gettingtormented"

"WewillcallMenzi'smomanddothecleansing



ceremonysothatwhateveryoudidcannothunt

youorcomebackandbiteyourasses"Babasays

softly

"Whydidn'tyoutellmetofo?Ihavebeenworried

aboutyouohnganeyami"

Wedidtheceremonyandmylifehasbeengetting

backontrack.

"DonotoverthinkthingsNom"Menzisaystome

sternly

"YoudonotknowhowIfeel"herubsmyback

"Ifeeltheverysamewayyoufeel.Let'sheal

togethermylove.Iloveyousomuch"



Twoyearslater..
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Helooksatmewitheyesfullofloveandkissesmy

cheek.ThejoyIgotwhenhegraduatedisoutof

thisworld.Heisalreadyworkingasateacher.

"Iwantustogoawayforavacationbaby.Where

wouldyoulikeustogo?"

AllthistimeIhavebeencheckingoutGod'seye

whichisinMpumalanga.Everythingaboutitisjust

beautiful

"Haveyouboughtthecementandbricksalready?"



"NoNom"

"Youshouldfirstbuildyourmotherthatbighouse

sweetheartyouhavealwaystoldmeabout.Youdo

nothavetoworryaboutmeIwillalwaysbeherefor

youandthetripswillalwaysbethereforus"

"Youareanangelmylove.Thandolwamicome

closerletmekissthatbigforeheadofyours"Ilaugh

"Yousaidit'snotbignowyouaresayingit'sbig.

Youareasuchabore"

EverythinghasalwaysbeenaboutMenzi.Ihave

beenworkinghardsothathecanachieveallhis

goals,sothathecanbeproudofhimselfoneofthe

gooddays.Wewalkholdinghandslikealways.His

eyesarefulloffuture,heisnothinglikehisfather.

EverynowandthenIhavetoreassurehimthathe

isagoodman



"Baby"

"YesMenzi"hiseyeslightenupwithjoy

"MyfatherwantsustodotheceremonySothatI

canbeintroducedtomyancestors,thismeansso

muchtome"

"Wehavealwayswantedthat.Iamsoexcited

Menzi"hepicksmeupandkissmegently.

Timefliestheceremonyhappens.Through

everythingIambehindhim.IamHelpinghimtobe

successful.

"WhatisyourdreamMenzi?"



"Iwanttogoforthegreenerpastures.Iwantmore

baby,mylifeisnotheremycandy"Irubhisback

smiling

"Guesswhat"

"What?"Itakeoutmyphoneandshowhimthe

Trinitypost,itwasoneofthebestschoolsin

Johannesburg.

"WhatisthisNom?"

"PleaseapplybabyIhavebeenprayingforthis

momentmyloveyouwilldefinitelygetthisjob"

"NoNomstopoverdreaming.Thisschoolprobably

wantswhiteteachersonly"



"WhosaidthatMenzi?Youcannotfailyourselfnow.

Youhavebuiltyourmotherasixroomedhouseand

youstilldoubtyourself.Areyouserious?Areyou

reallyreallyserious?"

"Youdonotunderstandthesepoliciesmylove.

Suchschoolshaveracism"

"OfcourseIdon'tbecauseIdidn'tstudyteaching.

Comeherefollowme"Iholdhishandwegotohis

mirror

"WhatdoyouseeMenzi?"Iaskstandingbehindhim.

"Whatdoyoumeanbaby?wearenotwhitesof

courseIseemyreflection"

"StopbeinglazyaskmewhatIsee?"



"Whatdoyousee?"Hegivesmehisnaughtysmile

"Urghstopitalready..Iseeahandsomemanwho

hasalwaysunderminedhimself.Hedoesn'tbelieve

inhimselfbutwithmebesidehimheisgoingto

achieveeverythinghewants.Hehashadittoughin

thepastbutheisstillstrivingforexcellence,heis

pursuingsuccess.Heisastrongmanwhois

capabletodoanythingthatisbeyondhis

imagination.DoyouseewhatIsee?"

Heturnsaroundandkissme

"WhatdidIdotodeserveyou?"

"Youlovedmeoutofthegoodnessofyourheart.

Yougavemeloyalty,respectandhappiness"he

wipesmytears

"TheonlytearsIwanttoseefromthesebeautiful

eyesofyours.Aretearsofjoy,tearsofcomingand



tearsofmakingsomethingbeautiful"heturnsme

aroundandkissmyback

"IloveyouXaba"

"IloveyousomuchNotofo.Youareeverythingthat

Ineedinthisworld.Youareallthatamancanask

for"

"Soareyoumylove"

Wespendthewholedaycurledonhisbed.He

appliestoeachandeverypostIgavehim.

IthasbeenthreeweekssinceheappliedIam

wokenupbymyringingphone.

"IgotthejobbabyasitisIaminJohannesburg"



"What?"Hehassomuchjoyfilledinhisvoice

"YesIdidaninterviewtwodaysago"

"Younevertoldmeanythingaboutthat"

"Ididn'twanttomessupthesurprisebabyIgotthe

jobpleaseletusnotfight.Canyoutrytobehappy

forme"

"Congratulationslove"

"Iamstartingtomorrow"

"Whereareyougoingtostay?"



"IwillstayinAlexanderbabydonotworryIwill

sendyouthemoneyfortransportyouwillvisitme

thisweekend.OhmanIamsohappy"

"Congratulationswooowthisisbeautiful"

Thefactthathedidn'ttellmehurts.Heshouldhave

atleastinformedme.Heisstillgoingtodothings

withoutinforminginthefuture.

"Iloveyoubabyalot"

"Metoo"hedropsthecall.

IgetoffthebedandgotothekitchenIfindmom

cooking

"Morningmfazikababa"shespanksme

"Youaredefinitelylosingit"shesayslaughing



"Baba!Baba!Yourwifeisabusingme"

"Toobadheisnotaroundheisatwork.Sowhat's

happeningsweetheart?"

"Iamokaymom"

"Lasttimeyousaidthesamethingwefoundout

latethatyouhaddoneanabortion"

"Momyoudon'thavetobringupthatallthetime

please"

"IamnotdoingthatbutIhateitwhenyoushutme

out.Whatiswrongsisi?"

"Wellyoudonothavetoworrymomit'sprobably



uselessImightbeexaggerating"

"Youmightnotbeexaggeratingmylove"shewipes

herhandsandjoinsme

"MenziisinJohannesburghegotabetterjob"

"Woowthosearebeautifulnewssweetheart"she

looksatmedeeply

"Yes"

"What'swrongNotofo?"

"Mommywhatifheseesbettergirlsdoyouknow

howthosegirlslooklike?Hewillleaveme"

"Sowhatareyouplanningtodo?"



"Moveinwithhim"

"DonotbeinsecureNotofo.Doyouknowhow

beautifulyouare?YouarethemostbeautifulthingI

haveeverseeninthislifetime.YouareeverythingI

needinthislifetimedon'tgotohimatleastwaitfor

himtomarryyou"

"Ihearyou"

"Iamnottellingyouthistomakeyoufeelbetter

child.Waitformarriage"

"Whatareweeating?"

"Babylookatme.Don'teverdoubtyourbeautymy

love.YouhavebeeninvestingsomuchonMenzi's

happinessbabywhataboutwhatyouwant?"



"Heismyhappiness,whenheishappyIalsoget

happy"

"Donotleanonhimalwayschild,donotlethimbe

yourfountainofhappinessoryoursourceofjoybe

independentbaby.Youhavedependedonhimso

muchthatworriesme"

"Iamnot"

"Iamjustsayingdon'tbitemyheadoff"

"Youloveexaggerating"

"Mhnm"

WedoourchoresandwatchTVwaitingforbabato



comeandtakeustothebeach.

"IthinkIkilledthreebabiesatonego"

"WhatdoyoumeanNom?"

"Menzi'sfatherhastwosetsoftriplets.MaybeIwas

alsopregnantwiththem"

"YouhavetoforgiveyourselfNomthandazoyoucan

notforevercryoverspiltmilk"

Babawalksincarryingchickenwings

"Afternoonbaba..sincewhendoweeatwings?"

"WaitNomthandazoyourfatherisstillstandingon

thedoorandyouarebusybombardinghimwith



questions.Ishegoingtotakeforevertotakeasit"

"Askherlove"babasayslaughing

"Mhmareyouguysganginguponme?"Iask

lookingatmama

"NomydaughterIcanneverdothattoyou"baba

sayssoftly

"Whoeatswingshere?"Iaskagain

"Theyaremine"

"Butmomyoudon'teatchilli"

"WellInowdo"shesayssmiling



"Let'stellherDudu"babasayssoftly

"Uhnmok"

"Tellmewhatdearparents?"

"Wellwearepregnant"

"Uh?"

"Yourmotherispregnantsoyouwillhaveayounger

brother"

"Nonothisisnotfair"IaminternallysmilingIjust

wanttostressthemalittle



"Wearesorrysisiitjusthappened"babasays

"Youcan'tbehavingsexurghIneedtogofor

counselling"

Thelookontheirfacesisveryfunny.Itakeoutmy

phoneandtakeaquickpictureoftheirexpression.

"Nom"

"CongratulationsmomIcan'twaittohavea

companionwhoisgoingtoannoyyou"

Wealllaugh

"Fuckyouwenachildyounearlyscaredus"mom

saysclickinghertongue.



***************

Momgavebirthtoaboyhelookssomuchlikebaba

Menzicametoseehim.Hewascarryinghuge

presentsbythattimeLwaziwasalreadythree

months.

IpackmybagsandleaveforAlexander.Heis

definitelynotexpectingmebutIwanttosurprise

him.

Iarriveatparkstationintheevening.Thetaxifyis

alreadywaitingformeontheoutsideentrance.

WearriveatAlexanderafteranhourthetrafficwas

reallybad.Ipayandgotohisoutsideroomafter

knockingacoupleoftimesheopensthedoorhis

eyesarered.Heisnotpleasedtoseeme

"Youarehere?"



"CanIcomein?"

"Ofcourse"hemovesasidethiswassupposedto

beasurprisebutitseemslikeIruinedhismood.
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MyheartslowlybreaksthebehaviourofMenzihas

finishedmeoff.Hewasneverlikethis

Johannesburghaschangedhim.

"Areyoucryingbaby?ComehereIamsosorry"

"Menziit'sokayIwillgobackhomeyoudon'thave

toworry"



"Pleasedon'tleaveIamstressedabouttheexams

andallofthatmylove."

"AreyounothappythatIamhere?"Helaughs.Heis

fakinghishappinessIknowhimlikethebackofmy

palm.

"Whatkindofaquestionisthat?OfcourseIam,

babycomeon"hekissesme.Heiswithme

physicallyyethissoulisfarfromme.Hehas

detachedhimselffromme.Mybodytellsmetoget

readyforthestormthatisbrewing.

"WouldyouhurtmeMenzi?"

"Notintentionally"hesayslookingdown.Tears

cloudmyeyes



"OhmygodMenzi"

"Babywhyareyoucryingthismuch?"

"YouwillhurtmeMenziyouwilldoit"

"Lookatmebaby..thosetears(wipinghertears)are

tearingmeapart.Iwouldneverhurtyou"

"IloveyousomuchMenziIknowifyouleavemeI

willloseit"

Heunbuttonsmydressandkissesmyuniverse

"Youarestarvedthatiswhyyouarethrowing

tantrums"Ilaughasheremovesmythongspanking

myass.

Hewakesmeupsoftlythenextmorning



"Arewegoingouttoday?"

"Iamtiredbaby"

"ComeonbabyIwantyoutomeetmyfriends"

"WoowsoMrXnowhasfriends"

"OhpleaseNom"

Myphonepingshesentmemoneyagain

"OhbabythatisalotohmygodIloveyouMenzi"I

pullhimclosertome

"Youdeservegreatthingsonly"



"YouareagreatthingMenzi"

"Whenisyourgraduation?"

"Nextmonthyouarecomingright"

"OfcourseIwillnotskipitbaby"

"IneedtobuyNokuthulaadresstoo"

"Adesignerisalreadyfixingyourdressbabyyou

don'thavetoworry"

"YouareadarlingXaba"

WebathinhisroomIamnowusedtoit.After

bathingwegetintohisX5andgotoRosebank.His

friendsarealreadywaitingforusatNewscafé



"IamsoscaredbabywhatwillIsaytothem?"

"Theyareverychilledbabyyoudonothaveto

worry"

Myanxietyistakingoverheholdsmyhand

"Iamokay"

"AreyousureNom?"

"Yesbaby"

Ipullmyshortdressdownalittle.Iamwearing

stilettosIsurefeelgood.Wegototheoutside

section.Hisfriendshavebeautifulgirlfriends.Ifind

thedarkskinnedonelookingatme.Itightenmy

gripatMenzi



"Heygents..MihleandSammythismygirlfriend

NomthandazoorNotofo.Babythisuglyguyis

SbusisothatoneisVincent"Ichuckleandpinch

himhegiggles

"Menzisheissobeautifullookatherskin.Wasyour

grandmotherthisbeautifulgirl?"Mihleasks

laughing

"Whyareyouaskingabouthergrandmother?"

Sammyasks

"YoucolouredgirlNotofomeansshelookslikeher

grandmother"shesaysrollinghereyes

"Woowyouarereallybeautifuldear.Don'tmindus

weareloud.Doyoudomodelling?"



"No"Irespondshyly

"Haveyoueverthoughtofit?Icanhookyouupwith

oneoftheagencies"

"Uhm.."

"Notofowon'tdomodellingthankyoufortheoffer"

Menzisays

"Shecanlook.."

"Sammydon'tpushit"hehandsmestillwateranda

cocktailIsipthecocktail.Sincewhendoeshemake

decisionsforme.

"CanIexcusemyselfIneedatoilet"



Sammyshowedmeearlier..afterpeeingIgo

outside.Theviewoftallbuildingsisoutofthis

world.IlovethelightsthatareinRosebankmhnI

amdefinitelymovingthissideaftersecuringthe

bags.

Sbusisojoinsmesmoking

"Youlovethebuildings"

"YesIdo,IloveeverythingaboutRosebankthevibe

andthepeople"

"Youcanhaveallofthatifyouwantto"hehands

meacigaretteIshakemyhead

"Nothankyou"



"It'sadoubleswitchyoudon'thavetoworry"

"Idon'tsmoke"

"YouareaninnocentgirlNomieyoudeserve

someonewhoisgoingtoloveyouwholeheartedly"

"Ihavesomeone"hetakesmyphonesandcallshis

phone.

"Youdidsomuchformyfriendgirlslikeyouare

raretofind.Doyouknowasayingthatsaysmost

builderswhobuildthehousedon'tstayinthem"

"Whatareyouimplying?"

"Areyoudumborareyoupretendingtobedumb?

Youareasmartwomantryanduseyourbrain"he



turnsaroundandleavesmetryingtocatchmy

breathe

WhenIgobackinsideMenzismiles

"Areyougoodbaby?Ithoughtyouwerelost.

LuckilySbusisotoldmethatyouwereadmiringthe

stars

"Iamgood"hekissesmyhand.Mymindisstill

stuckonwhatSbusaid.Hebetterbewrong

"Doyouwantustoleave?"

"Yesplease"wehugeveryonewhenSbuhugsme

hemakesmyuniversetobeincontactwithhis

bulgeandkissmyneck.It'sdarknoonecansee

whatishappening.IamscaredtotellMenzi.



Ijustwantsomethinglongandsexy.

MenzibookedaflightformeIwillbeflyingbackto

Durban.ThisisactuallyfantasticIhaveneverbeen

inaplanebefore.

"BabypleasecarryourdressesnicelyNokuthula

willkillmeifImessupherdress"

"Shewillunderstandbaby"

"Youdonotknowthatgirlsheisthelittledevil"

"Youaremean"

"Sheismeanerthanmelove"

Wecarrymythingstohiscar



"IamgoingtomissyouNom"

"Sameheremylovebutyoudonothavetoworry

becauseyouwillseemesoon"

"Yourgraduationpresentisalmostready"

"Caretotellmewhatitis"

"Nogetlost"

"Menzi"

"Yesmuntuwami"

"Reallynow"hechuckleswhistling.Maskandiis

playingwehavethesametasteinmusic.



"Whatareyoulookingat?"

"YouareveryhandsomeMenzi"

"Ncoo"webothlaugh

"Ican'tbelievethatyouarestillimitatingthewayI

dothings"

"Iknowalotaboutyou"

"SodoI"

Wefinallyreachtheairporthecarriesmyluggage

inside.ItoldNokuthulatowaitformeairport



"Iwillmissyoubaby"hesayskissingmyforehead.

Heishuggingmegently

"Donotgethardinthepublic"helaughslickingand

bitingthetoppartofmylip.

Withthemoneyheearnshedoesqualifyforabond

Iwilltellhimaboutit.Idon'tlikeitwhenhewastes

money.

WhenIlandIfindmygirlwearingtheshortestdress

evergoingwithanoldman.

"Hisir"sheisscreamingandshoutingwecan

barelyheareachotherwiththisgrandpa.

"Youareglowingchild.Lookatyoumanman"



"HeyNotofogetinside"hecarriesourluggage.

Luckilythereisnoonewhenwegethome

"Letmeseewhatyoucamewith"sheshouts

openingmybags

"Waitstopshouting"

"Youshouldhavelearntbynowtoabsorbthenoise"

webothlaugh

"IloveyouNono"

"Iknow,youwhoreyoucamewithaccessories"

"Theyareallyours"

"Noonehaseverdonesomethingspecialforme



withoutwantinganythinginreturnmyfriend"

"Iwantyourloyaltygirl"

"Ihavebeenloyaltoyouallmylife.Comeonletme

fitmygorgeousdress"

Afterfittingherdressshestartswailing

"Youwillmakemecrytoopleasestop"

"YouareablessinginmylifeNom"wehugeach

other.Aftersomewhilesheopensherbagand

takesoutherwine

"Let'sgetdrunkwhore"

"Notinmyfather'shome"



"Okgirl"

"Ineedtotellyousomethinggirl"

"Ok"

"Don'tjudgeme"

"DidIjudgeyouwhenyouhadanabortionwithout

informingme?"

"Youstoopingsolow"

"Soareyou"

"WellMenziandIwentoutwithhisfriends.Itwas



funupuntilhisfriendtoldmethatIdeservebetter"

"Mhmgirlishehandsome?"

"Heis,wellthatdoesn'tmeananything.Whenhe

washuggingmehisbulgecameincontactwithmy

universe.MybeanvibratedIfeellikeIcheated"

"Youdidn'tcheatgirlitwasacoincidence.Ionce

sleptwithbrothersbymistakeIamsureGod

forgaveme"

WebothlaughIcan'thandlethiswhoreofmine

"Thenerveofthisbitch"

"MyvaginaisthetempleofGodsowhoamItostop

God'speople"



"ThusgrossIdon'tbelieveinthisGodofyours"

"Nomayininjayami"

Thedayofthegraduationcomes.Momislooking

sobeautifulIthinkItookafterher.Althoughdad

saysIlooklikehismom.

Thisdressofmineshapesmytinyassperfectly.I

amnotevensureifMenziiscomingornothis

phoneisonvoicemail

"Momheisnotansweringhisphone.Menziis

cheatingonmeIcanfeelit"

"OhgelizaunedramaI'mtiredofyou"

"YouloveMenzimorethanmeIamgoingtomy



father.Lwazicomeon"

Ipickhimupandgotobaba.Thecabcomesand

pickusup.Wearriveatthehallandsitwherewe

aresupposedtosit.

"WhyareyouworriedTofo?Uhmaybehewillcome"

NamesarebeingcalledwhenmyturncomesIfind

himlookingatme.Excitementconsumesme.This

mannearlygavemeaheartattack.

Theceremonyisnowoverwetakepictures

together.

"Youlookbeautifulbaby"hesayskissingmycheek

"Soareyoubaby.Ithoughtyouhadforgottenabout



thisday.Yourphonewastakingmestraightto

voicemail"

"Ididthatonpurpose"Islightlyslaphim

"Don'teverdothatagain"

"Didyoubringyourlicensewithyou?"

"Nowhy?"

"IboughtanewcarIwantyoutodriveus"

"Congratulationsbaby"Igentlykisshim.Hecarries

metohiscar.

"Youboughtmyfavouritecar"Igetinsidethecarhe

handsmethekeys.It'sanA3Iloveit'sspeed.



Wegoforaspin

"Slowdown"

"YouhavestartedannoyingmeMenzi"hechuckles

holdinghischest.

"Wearebeatingthisredrobot"Ipressthe

acceleratorharder

"Whatthefuck?Youwanttogetuskilled"

"Stopbeinggirly"

Wedrivebacktothehall.Myfamilyisalready

waitingforus



"It'syoursbaby"

"Uh"

"Congratulationsbabyyoumademehappy"

"Menzithankyou"

Itseemslikeeveryoneknewbesideme

"NoteverymanyoubuildleavesMenziisaproofof

thatfriendthisissobeautiful"

"YouknewNokuthula"

"Yourmanbribedmesowhatdoyouexpect"



Myeyesmovetohimhewantstocrytoo
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Whydidn'tanyonetellmethatstudyingHuman

Resourcesisawasteoftime.I'msittingonMenzi's

bedlookingfornicebighouses.Hecan'tstayinthis

roomforeverbesidesheearnsgoodmoney.He

givesmeacallandsaysIshouldgetready.Iwear

myshortskirtandtiemyhairnicely.Hecomesand

fetchme

"Youlooksobeautifulbaby"

"ThankyouMenzi"

"Howwasyourday?"



"ItwasboringIhavebeencheckinghousesforyou"

hecringesalittle

"Whathouses?"

"YoucannotstayinaroomdrivinganX5itsurely

doesn'tmakesense"

"Ihearyoubaby"

Wegoshoppingwetakethebagstothecar.Heis

holdingmyhandwepassthisbeautifuldark

skinnedgirl.Thewaytheylookateachotherjust

tellsmethatsomethingisoff.Ican'tshakeoffthat

feelingthatsomethingishappening

"Doyouknowher?"Iaskhim



"NoIdon't"

"Butwhywereyoulookingateachotherinthatway

?"

"Whichway?Youloveexaggerating"

"Okyoudidn'thavetoberude"

"Nakoke"

SinceIcamehereMenzihasbeendistant.Heisno

longerthatsexfreakIknow.Nomatterhowmany

timesIseducehim.Nonosaysthataman'sphone

shouldneverbetouchedbuttonightIamperusing

his.



Wearebothquietinthecardeeplylostinour

thoughts.Heisprobablythinkingaboutthatgirl.

Whenwegettohisroomhepacksthegroceryand

startscooking.Helovescookingwholeheartedly

"Doyouwantmetogetyouaglassofwine?"

"NoIwillberightback"Isaytohim.

Itakeawalkandcallmymom.ImissLwaziso

much.Wetalkforafewminutes.

Weeatandgotobedheisfacingthatside.Icheck

hisphone.Hehasdeletedallofmypicturesinhis

phone.Hehasthepicturesofthatbeautifulmaiden.

IputapillowonmymouthIdonotwanthimtohear

mecrying.Whyisdoingthistous?

Igetoffthebedandswitchonthelights.Istart



packinghewakesup

"What'swrongbaby?"

"IamleavingMenzi"hejumpsoffthebed

"Iamsorry"

"Wasshealreadyexistingwhenyougotpissedthe

dayIhadsurprisedyou?"

"Yes"Isoftlycry

"Menziwhyareyoudoingthistome?WhatdoI

lack?"

"It'snotyouI'msorry"



"Whatwentwrongbaby?Wewerehappyveryvery

happywhy?Menziwhy?"

"Iamsorry"

"Isthishowyouthankme?UhIhavehadyourback

sinceyouwereeighteen?"

"I'msorry"

"Doyouloveher?"

"Alot"hiswordsarelikeaswordtwistinginmy

heartIslightlyclosemyeyes

"Menziit'saphaseyouwillgetoverher"



"It'sdeeperthanthatNom.Shemakesmefeel

brandnew"

"OhmywordMenziyoudon'tmeanit,it'slusttrust

mebaby"IwishIhadstayedinthedark

"Nomyouaregoodwoman"

"WhatdoIlackMenzi?Theysaymencheatwhena

womanisnoteducated.TellmewhatdoIlack?"

"Youlacknothingbabyyoulacknothing"

"Isacrificedsomuchforyou.Ikilledababyforyour

sakeisthisthewayyouthankme?Areyoureally

thankingmewithaplatefullofshit?Imadeyou

cometoJohannesburgnowyouareleavingme"I

amliterallyfailingtomakepropersentences.



"IamsorrybabyIamsorry"

"Issheworthit?Issheworthwhatyouarepouring

downthedrain?Areyousureyouwon'tregretthis

decision?"

"YesIamsure"

"Menzicomebacktoyoursensesplease.Xaba

don'tdothistous.Can'tyouseehowmuchIlove

you.Babylookatme.Iwillnevercheatonyou.

Forgetaboutherdon'tdothistome"

"Nomstopitpleasestop"

"Iforgiveyou..IforgiveyouMenzidon'tleaveme

please.Imetyouwhenyouknewnothingaboutsex

nowthatyouareamasteryouwanttoleaveme!.

Yousaidyouweremyforever.Yousaidyouwillnot



leavethenwhynow?"

"OhmywordNomshutthefuckup.Iamoutof

love"tearsdescendsfrommybeautifulchinese

shapedeyes.IgrabmybackhetriestoholdmeI

slaphimhard

"Leavemealone"regretflushesoverme.Helooks

hurtbutI'mfartoobroken.ThisisnotwhatI

wantedfuckwehadplannedafuturetogether.I

driveweeping.IgiveSbuacall

"Whereareyou?Nomietalktome"

"NewsCafé"

"Don'tgoanywaywaitformethere"



AfterparkingoutsideNewsCaféIgetoutofthecar

andstartcrying.MyphoneisnowoffafteranhourI

seeSbu

"Ihavebeenlookingforyoualloverbabycome

here"hehugsme

"Whydobadthingshappentogoodpeople?"

"Iamsorrybabygirl"thewholetimeIaminhis

arms

"Whyishehurtingmesomuchoverthatyoung

girl?"

"Heisnotrealisingthegemhehas"

"IthurtssomuchIlovehim.Iknowhewillcome

backtohissenses.Hewillaskforforgiveness"



"Hewentintoodeepheisnotcomingbackmy

love"

"Didyoudrivehere?"

"Itookanuber.Ihavebeenlookingforyouallover"

"IlovehimsomuchSbu.Menziisnotlikethis"

"Iknowlove"

"HehastoforgivememaybeIwasn'tnotdoing

somethingcorrectly.Ilovehimsomuch"

"Mhm"



"WhatdoIlackSbu?"Hewipesmytearsusinghis

thumb

"Youlackselflove,loveyourself.GetinthecarI

willdriveustomyhouse"

"Thankyou"

Ihandhimthekeyshedrivesustohisapartment

it'snearWanderersStadium.

"Niceapartment"

"Thankyou..comeandtakeabath"

Itakeashower..Ihavebeensittinginsidethe

showercryingthewaterissuperhot.Hewalksin

andclosethetap



"AreyoucrazyNomie?Whatthefuckisthis?Look

atwhatyoudidtoyourbeautifulskin"

"Thatishowmyheartfeels.It'sburningwithpain"

"Yourliferevolvedaroundhimthatshoulddefinitely

teachyoualessononyournextrelationship"

"Myheartsaysheisgoingtocomeback.Ibreath

himinmydreams"heraiseshisbrow

"Youdon'tdothatbaby..giveoutathreequartersof

yourheart"welookateachotherIkisshim.My

barechestrubshisclothedchest.Ifreemyself

fromhimandunzipshistrousers.Hismanhood

looksmagnificentasIabouttogivehimaheadhe

pullsmeup



"Don'tyouwillregretthenextmorning"Ikisshim.

HisfingerstracemyuniverseImoansoftlyhe

gentlylaysmeonthebedandteasemyclit.He

fucksmewithhistongueIcomecurlingmytoes.

"NomieIdon'twanttoseeyouhurt"heisalso

cryingwhichisdefinitelyweirdifyouaskme.

"Shutupandfinishwhatyoustarted"

BreatheyouinmydreamsbyTrixieWhitleyis

playing.Hepossessmybodylikeamadman.I

havecomemultipletimes.Iaminthethirdheaven

fuckIhaveneverfeltthiswaybefore.Hetracesmy

breastsandsucksmynipples

"Youareabeautifulladyfuck"hegroanstearingthe

condom.



It'sbeentwoweekssinceMenzibrokeupwithme.

Itriedcommittingsuicidebutmamawalkedinon

time.Iamnowonantidepressants.

"Thistooshallpassmydaughter"

"Whyishedoingthistomemom?"Iwipemytears.

Babasayseveryonegetstheirfairshareofheart

break.Thisfeelslikedeath

"Youaregoingtobefine"

"Ihopeso..Iamgivinghimbackhiscar"

"Nodon'tdothatitwasyourgift.Youlook

miserablemydaughterdon'tletaboydestroyyour

life.Vukaugezeubangene.Youareabeautiful

womanNom.Youareverygorgeous"



"Iwillstartjobhuntingtomorrowadoortodoor

one"

"YesthisistheNomIknow"

IgotoNokuthula'shouse

"HeyTofo"Iknowshefeelssorryforme

"Howareyou?"

"Nohowareyou?"

"Iamgettingthereslowlybutsurely"

"Howisthewhorethattookyourman?Weneedto

payheravisit"



"SheisnotawhoreIdonotblameMenziforloving

herIwoulddatehertoo"Iswitchonmyphone

thereisnomessagefromMenziIexpectedone

fromhim

"Hedidn'tsendyouanything?"

"No"sheclickshertongue

"WhoisSbu?"Webothlaugh

"Youfuckaguyoncehenowsendsyou1000

messages.Hebetterleavemealone"

"Ohyouwhorehowwashe?"Ifindmyselfbitingmy

lowerlip



"Perfect(laughing)lookathowskinnyIlook"

"Bunjaloubufebe"
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Sbudoesn'twanttostopphoningthismakesme

angryIamgoingtoblockhim.Howcanamanlike

himwantagirllikeme.Heisallthatyouneedina

manbutthisloveiscondemnedheisMenzi'sfriend

heshouldvaluetheirfriendship.Iamlearningto

forgivehimeveryday.FormetomoveonIneedto

forgiveit'snoteasyaspeoplesayitis

"Areyouthinkingabouthimagain?"

"Icannotgetoverhimeasily.Youknowhowoneis

withtheirfirst"shelooksdownandfakesasmile



"Iunderstandyoumylove.Iwantustobewild..I

wantustodosomethingdirtyveryverydirty"we

bothlaugh

"Iwouldlikeustodothattoolivingalittlewouldn't

hurt"Iturnaroundandlookatmyselfonhermirror

"IwasoncebeautifulNokuthula,ayaqedana

amadodabukangiphelekanjani"

"Youwillalwaysbebeautifulbaby.Justbecausehe

leftyouthatdoesn'tmeanyoushouldlookforfaults

inyou.IfIwashimIwasnevergoingtoletyougo"

"Youaresayingthatbecauseyouaremyfriend"

"NoIamserious,goandcookwearegoingout

tonight"



"wooowIcan'twaitIneedtounwindalittlebit"

"Wewilldomorethanthatmyangel"

"OKmylove"Ileaveherhouserushing.Sheyells

myname

"DonotworryabouttheoutfitIwillsortyouout"

"Okgirl"

WhenIgethomeIfindmommycooking

"Ithoughtitwasmyturntoday"

"Icannotleanonyouwhenyouarebusy



vagabondingknowingverywellthatmyhusband

needstoeatwhenhecomeshome"

"IamsorrymomIwillchopthevegetables"

"DonotworryIwilldoitmyself"

"Butmom.."

"Butmomyamasimbayouarenowold.Youdoas

youpleaseinmyhouse.Youarethemotherofthis

housethankyouforcominghomelate.Your

daughterZaneleiscookingforyou"oopsthatreally

escalatedfasterthanIexpected

Lwaziisplayingwithhistoysmomisnotokay

"Momareyoufine?"



"AreyoutryingtosaythatIamcrazy?Iamtelling

yourfatherthat"Igotoherandrubherbackshe

wails

"What'swrongmommy?"WebothstartcryingLwazi

criestoo

"Idon'twantyoutogetplayedmydaughter.Iworry

aboutyousomuch.Ihateseeingyouhurtplease

stopdatingyouareagemyoucan'tbeplayedby

men"

"Iknowmomthisismyfirstheartbreakandithas

taughtmealot"

"GoodIdon'twantyoutobeinarelationshipnow.

Gooutandhavefunwithotherkids"

"Iwillmom..wozaLwaziuhboysdon'tcry"he



gigglesheismylittlefatman

Babacomeshomearound6.Myoldmanisgrowing

wearysoIhavedecidedtocontinuewithmy

studiessinceIcan'tfindajob

"Babahowwasyourday?"

"ItwastiringTofogivemewater"tellmeabout

blackparentsnotaskingbutdemandingbecause

weareundertheirroof.

"Okbaba"Igivehimhiswater.Mombringshisfood

"DoesNotofoknowhowtocook?PhelaIgothima

manmyboss'sson"

"HhayibabaIdon'twanthim"



"Unfortunatelyhewantsyouhesaysheisgoingto

getyou"

"Whydidn'tyoutellhimthatIdon'twanthim?"

"WellIdidbuthepromisedmeapromotion"they

bothlaughLwazijoinsthem

"Momit'snotfunny"

"Leavemealoneandtalktoyourfather.Comeon

Lwazilet'sgoandbath"

mompickshimup.Ilookatmydadasheeats,he

isamanaftermyownheart.ThemanIlovemore

thanlifeitself.Iamyettomeetamanlikehim.



"WhyareyoulookingatmelikethatTofo?WellI

wasn'tjoking"

"IloveyousomuchbabaIpraythatIgetmarriedto

amanlikeyou.Youareamanofintegrity,aman

wholoveswholeheartedly"

"Ithappenswhenyoumeettheoneyoulovethe

most.It'snotsomethingthathappensovernight.

Youworkforit,youwateritandyoucultivateit.It

makessenseright?"

"Itsuredoes,IamsleepingatNokuthula'shouse

tonight"

"Youbettercomebackinonepiece"

"ThatoneisamustphelaIhavetomarryyour

boss'sson.HowwillyougetapromotionifIcome



backbroken?"

"MhnmIlovehowyouthink"webothlaugh

AfterbathingIgotoNokuthula'shousewearingmy

pyjamas

"Heymoghelwhat'shappening?"shelooksatme

laughing

"MyfatherknowsthatIcameheretosleep"

"Godmustnevergivemegirls.IamswearinglikeI

amdefinitelymakinganoathnogirlsformed

againstmeshallprosper.Idon'tseemyselfraising

awhore"webothlaugh

"Icanimaginethemgettingplayedbylowlives



men"

"Evenhighlivesmen"shesmiles

"Sowhenareweleaving?"

"Igotusamantonightwearefulfillingyour

threesomefantasy"webothlaugh

"Ohmyword"

"Ohyesgirlhelooksgoodandhesmellsgood"

"FuckIlovethat"

"SodoI"Itakemyboxofdoubleswitchcameland

pulloutacigarette.Aftersmokingshefixesmy

makeup...Iamwearingtheshortestdressever



withhergoldstilettos

"Ilookfuckenhot"

"Youlookdelirious"shewhisperslickingherlips.

"Fixyourselfalreadywoman"

"Iamonit"

Afteranhourwearebothdazzlingthishereisnot

theTofoIknow.Herphoneringssheanswersit

smiling

"Yeawearecoming"

Sheopensthedoorwecomeout.Iamsonervous.

Myheartispumpingfastasifitwantstocomeout



"Don'tbenervousTofo"

"Iamnotnervous"

"OhpleaseIknowyouverywellgirl"

AblackRangeRoverisparkedoutside.A

handsomedarkskinnedmanisoutsidethecar

smoking.IfeelmyinsidestwistGoshsomepeople

arewellcreated

"Howareyoubeautifulladies?"Hekissesmyhand

softly

"Iamgoodandhowareyou?"

"Good..Nokuthulaintroductionnyanawhereare



yourmanners"hesayssmiling

"TofothisisSiyabongaZwane,doyouknowthat

companycalledZwanelogistics?"

"Yes"tobehonestIdon'tknowitIwillcheckitout

tomorrow

"Herunsit"

"Woowcongratulations..Noummhthusbeautiful"

Nokuthula'seyeknowshowtoreprimandme.Ihave

amotherandafriendatwoinonecombo.WhatI

saidsoundsdumblike'congratulations'outofall

things

"Sowhat'syournamebeautiful?"heopensthedoor

foruswegetin.Ikeeponfixingmyshortdress

pullingitdown



"NotofouhnnNomthandazo"

"Youarebeautifulhadyouhadgreeneyesyou

knowemeraldeyesIwasgoingtocallyoua

goddess"thatdoesn'tsoundlikeacomplimentbut

anoffence.

Heanswershisphone"yesSands..atEyadini..I

willsee"

Helooksatususingtherearmirror

"Whatdoyoudrinkladies?"

"Anything"Isay

"YouarelyingTofTofNokuthulalovesMoet"



"ThankyouSiyaIwasreallyshookbyherresponse

shehasahabitofblubberingnonsense"Nonosays

laughing

"Youarecrazy"Isaylaughing

"Howcomeyouhavenevertoldmeaboutyour

friend?"

"LeaveheraloneSiya"wealllaugh.

WhenwegettoEyadinithingsaregoingdown.I

takemypurseandgooutsidetogetasmoke.

HefollowsmeIcanfeelhimbreathingonmyneck

"Yourskinissosoftlikeababy'sskin.Yourlipsare

soattractiveasfuckIwanttokissthemsobad..



canyoufeelhowhardIambyjustplacingmycock

onyourass"Iamfailingtoconstructaproper

sentenceamanwhoknowshowtobathandsmells

gooddeserveseverything

"Thankyou"hecomesandfaceme.Heliftsmyface

thatislookingdown.

"Whyareyousoshy?"

"Iamanintrovert"

"Youreyestellmethatyouarehurt"

"Soareyoureyes..hurtpeopleseeeachother"I

walkawayfromhimheisveryarrogantIwonderif

heknowshowtofuck..arrogantmenhavesmall

dickssotheysay.



Wearealldrinkingmoetandsmokingweed.This

otherhandsomefellowjoinsus..helookslikea

player

"Siyanjayami"

"HeySandsyouhavefinallyarrived"helooksatus

andstripsusnakedwithhiseyes

HekissesNokuthula

"HeyqueenNonoza"

"Hi"shelooksannoyed

"Heyherfriend.."talkingaboutrudecunts

"Hi"theywalkoutwithNokuthulabythewaythe



tensionwasalreadyhigh..hetakesmyhandand

rubsit..heslowlykissesithislipsaresosoft

"IamjustwonderingifIwillbeabletokeepupwith

yousinceyouarebusydrinkingenergydrink"I

smilealittle

"Amanwithsomucharrogancecankeepupwith

anythingthrownathim"heholdshischest

pretendingtobehurt

"Touchéwhyareyoubreakingmyheartbabygirl.

OnaseriousnoteallIwantistoindulgeinthat

succulent,juicy,wetpussyofyours.Iknowthatyou

arefuckendrenchingandit'sallforme"Icrossmy

legsashesipshisbrandy

"WellIwantyounow"Imentallykickmyselfwhere

thehelldidthatcomefrom?Thisisnotme

"Iwillmuffthelifeoutofyou,Iwillsnatchallthe



orgasmsthatareinyourwarmuniverseandyou

willnotdoanythingtostopme"Icoughhechuckles.

Thistalkismakingmewetter

"ohmyword"

"Pleasegooglesexpositionsandshowmewhich

onesyouwouldlikeformetodotoyou"

"Thatisweird"thewhoreinmeisscreamingfor

liberty

"Notyourfavouriteonesbuttheonesyouhave

neverdonebefore"

"Whydon'tyousurprisemeMrarrogant?"Ihave

neverdoneonenightstandsbutmaybeIhavewith

Sbuurgh.



"WellIamplanningtodothatbutIjustwantedto

seewhereaboutyourtastebudslie"

"Youbetternotdothingsthataregoingtogetme

attached.Gettingattachedtoaonenightstandisa

nonoforme"hechuckles

"IwilltrynottobutIamnotpromisinganything"

"StopwinkingatmeyoubetterdothatbecauseI

don'twantproblemsinthefuture"

"Ijusthopemypulloutgameisonpointotherwise

I'mcuminginsideyou"IshowhimthepositionI

want

"Thatisonepositionthatgetsaniggaroncloud9

andyoucanevenaskformybankpinIwillgiveitto

you"



"Noonewillcomeinsidemebrotherbuycondoms"

"Wearegoingtorunoutofthem"hesaysgrinning

"Didthedevilsendyoutokillme?"

"NotbecausewearegoingtohaveALOTofrounds

butbecausewearegoingtohaveLONGrounds

meaningwewillkeeponchangingcondoms

becausetheyaredryandnotbecausetheyhave

semeninside"

"Whatthefuck,areyouonsomeMbizashit?"

Helaughscausingpeopletolookatus.

"Lookatyoureyes..isthatfearisee?"



#removed
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Heiswrappedaroundme,I'mfailingtogethimoff

fromme.WhenIcheckthetimeit'sfiveam.It'sstill

earlyItakeanap.

Thefreshbreezetouchesmynakedskincausing

metoopenmyeyes.Heisstandingonthebalcony

smokinghiscigar.Istrolltohimandhughimfrom

behind

"Didyousleepwellqueenecstasy?"Heturns

aroundandblowsthecigaronmyface



"Isleptwellandyou?"

"Perfect,whatwouldyouliketoeat?"

"Nothingheavy"

"I'monit"

"SouhmwhoisPearl?"Hisfacechangesfastasa

thunderstorm

"Someonefromthepast"

"Whywereyoucallingmebyhername?"

"Shehadyourpetitebody,sosexylikeyou.Wellher

eyesweregreenIwonderifshe'sstillalive"



"IamsorryIknowhowitfeelsliketolosesomeone

youlove"

"IfuckedupIcheatedonmyqueenIwonderifIwill

evermeetheragainletalonefindalovelikewhat

wehad"

"Youwillfindloveprobablywithsomeonewho's

nothinglikeher"hesoftlykissesme

"Maybeyouaregoingtobemyfuturewife"

"Myheartiscondomisedtofallinlove"weboth

laughashepoursmecoffee

"Whyisthat?"



"Wellheleftmeforsomeoneheloves.Didyoulove

yourmistress?"

"Ididshewassohumbleandsosweetwellvery

loyaltoo"

"Yourqueenwasnothinglikethat?"

"Exactly"Hehandsmehisshirt

"Let'sgoforawalk..IwonderwhyIamfindingit

easytotalktoyou"

"Wearebothbrokensoulsdon'tyouthinkso?"

"ReallyTofo..tellmeaboutyou?"

"Don'ttellmeyouhavealreadycaughtfeelingsafter



feastingonmypussyforanightonly"Isayrolling

myeyes

"Gotohellwenayourfucken"

"Thatdoesn'tsuityou"

"Iknow"hesaysstickingouthistongue

"Urghwhodoesthat?Youshouldbeusingitfor

betterthings"

"Thistonguedoesalotofthings"hesayslickingmy

neck

"Mmhn"

"Youarenotgoingtoarguewithme?"



"NotatallIsawthewondersdonebyit"hestands

behindmeandgroans

"Let'sgokinky"

"NoSiyaphapha"

"Hawemayouhavealreadygivenmeanewname"

"ItsuitsyouMrarrogant"hepicksmeupand

carriesmebacktohisapartment.Heisspanking

myasscontinously.

Whenwegethomeweeattheburntsandwich

"Whatareyoulookingfor?"



"MyphoneIneedtocallmyparents"

"Areyouamama'sgirl?"Ifindmyselfblushing

"Thatsoundsawful,wejusthaveaclose

relationship.Sheknowsmeinsideout.Howisyour

relationshipwithyourmom?"

"OkIguess"

"Thatisnotagoodresponse.Didsheraiseyou?"

Hepourshimselfwhisky

"Noshedidn'tourfatherdid"Icanseetears

sparklinginthecornerofhiseyes

"Iamsorry"



"Don'tbecomelet'sgoandbathyoucan'tgohome

smellingmycum"

"Stopitstranger"

"Alrightmydearonenightstand"hepicksmeup

"AmIthatlightinweight?"

"Ofcourseyouare"

"Youareadifferentbreed"

"Why?"Heasksfrowning

"Areyousureyoudon'thavebipolar?"



"Fuckyouman"hechuckleskissingmyneck

"Youchangeyourmoodslikenobody'sbusiness.

Nomanthisistoomuchforme"

"Kantiwhatareyoutome?It'snotlikeyouaremy

wife"

"Iwouldn'tevendateyou..evenifyouwerethelast

manonplanetearth"

"Really..areyousure?"Henibblesmyear

"VerysurecanIbathalready?"Hewiggleshisthick

bushyeyebrows

"Whynot?BesidesIthoughtyouweregoingtoask

forsomethingbetter"



"Whichis?"

"Youknow"wetakeaquickshowerwearereally

comfortablearoundeachother

Afterbathingweruntohisbednakedwhoknew

thatthismonsterhadafunnyside

"Whatdoyoudoforaliving?"

"IgraduatedinHRsoIamstilllookingforajob.I

regretthedayIchosethatcourse"hechuckles

"Youchosesomethingeasythatisoftenchosenby

everyone."

"It'snotthateasy"



"Lookatyounowgoingtoclubsforonenight

stands"thathitsmehard.Iamnotawomanofone

nightstands

"Fuckyou"Ilookformydressit'stornohshitNono

isgoingtostabme

"Let'sgobuyyouadress"

"Fuckyou"Iopenhisclosetandtakehisformal

shirt..itreachesmyknees.

"GivemetheaddressofthisplaceIwanttotaxify"

"Fuckyou"hesayschucklingIreallydon'tfindthis

funny.Ibeathischest



"Idon'tdoonenightstandsyouwhore.Itwasaone

nightthingandIregretitokay.StopsayingthatI

lookforonenightstands.Notallofuswereborn

withasilverspooninourmouthsbitch.Ihavebeen

withoneguyinmyentirelifeandhedumped

becausehesawsomeonebetter"fuckmyheadis

onfireIneedasmoke.Ilookformypurseandgrab

myboxofcamelandsmokeonthebalcony.Ican

feelthathiseyesarepenetratingmysoul.

"Whydoyousmoke?"hethrowsthisquestionat

meunexpectedly

"BecauseIcandowhatIwanttodowithmylifeand

it'snoneofyourbusiness"

PeopleshouldstoptalkingaboutMenzibecauseI

amreallyoverhim.ShitwhyamIevenlyingto

myselfwhenhe'severythingIthinkabout



"What?"

"Isaidletmetakeyouhome"hesayssternly

"Thankyou"

"Whereisyourmindat?Whatareyouthinking

about?"

"Nothingimportant"

"Iwouldliketoinvadeyourthoughts"

"Inyourwetdreams"hechucklespickingmeup

"Mhnnyouandpickinguppeople"



"Notjustpeople,peopleIFuckbesidesdonotget

usedtoitbecauseyouwillneverseemeagain"

"Youaresomeanrightnow"

"Really?"

"Yesyouaremeanie"

Webothlaugh...

Igethomearoundfive

"MayIpleasehaveyournumber?"Heaskssmiling

"Idon'twishtoseeyouagain"



Ibanghisdoorandrunhome

"HeehNomthandazoyousleptatNono'shouseand

youcamebackhomewearingman'sshirt"

"I'msorrymamaIcanexplain..."

"Explainyamasimba"IpickmylittlebrotherupasI

attempttokisshimsheslapsmymouth

"Heywenadon'tkissmysonIdon'tknowhow

manyspermsyouswallowed"

"Mom"

"Getawayfromhim"IleaveherlaughingIwonder

howmamawasgoingtosurviveifIhadtoleave

home.



Babaisnotsleepinghometonightheisworkinga

nightshift.

Nonowakesmeupthefollowingmorning

"Youdidn'ttellmeaboutyourwhereaboutsbitch.

Whatthefuckyouarewearinghisshirt"

"Whatiswronggirl?"Iaskrubbingmyeyes

"Youlovehimdon'tyou?"Shesayswideningher

eyes

"Gotohell"

Threemonthslater
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Hiseyesmovetomywetlips.Heswallowshard



drowningonhiswhisky.Ihavemylegscrossed

tryingtorestrictthewetnessthatistryingtoescape

mycanal

"Whoareyou?AreyouNomthandazo?"

"Isthatarhetoricalquestion?"Iasksippingmy

merlot

"Youstilldonotwantwithyournumbers?"

"Siyabongawhatdoyouwantfromme?"Hewidens

hiseyes

"Whatisbetweenthosebeautifullegs"

"DoIlooklikeahookertoyou?"



"Youdresslikeonebutyouarenotone"Igetoffmy

chairgreatlyoffended

"Youthinkyouarebetterthaneveryoneright"Iclick

mytongueandwalkoutfromtherestaurant.

InolongersmokemuchbecauseIhavebeen

coughingreallybadlately.Gettingajobisreally

hardtoo,fuckIthinknowit'sthetimeformeto

applyatcheckerstoobecauseIreallycan'tstand

beingunemployed.Itakeataxihome.

IfindLwazisleepingthetruthisIpreferhis

companyoverNokuthula'scompany.

"Notofowhat'shappeningtomydaughter?"mom

askslookingatmewithhereyesfullofworry

"Iamstressingoutaboutwork,Ireallyneedajob



andIamreallyoldnow"

"Reallywhathappenedtopatience?"

"Itrunsoutatsomepointjustlikelove"

"Youcan'tbecryingoveraguyfortherestofyour

lifeNotofoit'snotlikeyouarethefirstgirltolose

theirfirstlove"

"Woowmom"

"Timeistickingyouneedtofixyourshittogether

andstopexpectingsympathyfromus.Wegettired

too,wecan'tbefeelingsorryforyouupuntilJesus

comes"

"Ididn'taskforyoursympathythough.Ireally



wonderyougiveittome"

"DonotcometomewithyourshitNomthandazoI

willslapyouuh"

"Ithasescalatedreallyfastmama"

"Youbetterstopsmoking"

"Hhayiboo!Iamnotsmoking"

"YouthinkI'mstupidTofo?Whoisgoingtonurse

youwhenyouaredyingwithlungcancer?Areyou

applyingforaTBcourse?"

"Eeh"

"Youheardmeyoubetterfixyourways"



"Iwill"

"Imaginekillingyourselfforsomeonewho'shappily

inarelationship,whodoesn'tacknowledgeyour

existence.Youmustbenutsevenifyousaymhm

youstillheardme"

"IswearIdid"

"Perfectnowmovethatasstothesink.Pull

yourselftogetherandbehappy"

"Iamhappy"

"YoumustthinkthattheIamstupid"

"Iwillgoandliedown"Iwalkawayfromherandgo



tomyroom

Thoughtsfloodmywrenchingbrain.Quietness

consumesmeasIindulgeinmydarkworld.A

worldfullofskeletonsandbaggages

It'sgoingtobebetterIkeeponremindingmyself

asIsuccumbinmymisery.It'stoodeepandtoo

dark,IaminthelandofthedeadfuckIcanbarely

feelmysoul

"WhereareyouwhenIneedyoumyancestors?The

painistoomuch"

***********************

Iamwearingmyblackdressandredstilettos

Nokuthulaistakingmeoutfordinner

"YouaresobeautifulMaNcwane"momsays

smiling,it'sbeentwomonthssinceIstopped



smokingIfeelsogoodithasn'tbeeneasythough.

"Thankyoumom"Ikissherandwalkoutouruberis

waitingforusoutside

"Wooowbabydon'tyoujustlookgreat?"

"DoI?"Iaskhersmiling

"Areyoutryingtobeblindbaby?"

"AreyousureIdon'tlooklikeahooker?"

"Howdohookerslooklike?"

"Likeme"



SheistakingustospuritseemslikeIoverdressedI

wasn'texpectingthis.WheneverIexpectmoreIget

disappointed

"Youdon'tlikespurdoyou?"

"OfcourseIdoNonothankyouforbringingme

here"

"PleasureallmineI'llordervirgincocktailsforus"

"OhyesIfeelsogoodsincewestoppeddrinking"

"Sameheremyskinisevenglowingimagine"

"Isn'tthatjustbeautiful?"Iaskhersmiling

"It'sabsolutelyperfect..arewegoingtoeatthe



usual?"

"Yesbaby"

Aftereatingsheholdsmyhandscrying

"Don'ttellmeyouarepregnant"shecan'tbe

pregnantgodknowsIwoulddie

"NobabyIwouldn'tdreamofit"

"Youarescaringmenowtalk"

"WellI'mmovingtoDubaitomorrow"

"Youmustbesick"



"Iamseriousbaby"wearebothcrying

"Youcan'tleavemeNono"IknowI'mselfishIneed

her

"Ihavetochangemylifebaby"

"Whyareyouleavingmesis?"

"IamsosorryTofo"

"Youcan'tleavemealonesisterpleasethinktwice"

"Iwillalwaysloveyou"

"Thishurts"



Aftereatingwegooutforawalk

"Pleasedonoteverforgetme"

"Iwon'tnoteventhosebeautifulbuildingscanbe

lovedmorethanIloveyou"

"Areyoureallysure?"

"ComeonTofo"

I'mwokenupbyNonomyeyesarebloodshotred

She'sleavingit'snolongeradreambutit'snowreal.

"Iwillalwaysloveyou"shewhisperssoftly

"Sameherebaby"Iwalkhomeheartbroken.



**********************

It'sbeenayearsincemybestfriendleftthereisno

daythatgoeswithoutmethinkingabouther.Mylife

revolvesaroundher.

It'srainingoutsidethisrainbringsmealotof

memories.Hewassupposedtobemyforeverbut

hefelloutoflove.Henevercheatedbecausehe

knewwherehomewas.Iwasoncehishomeonce

uponatime.Withheritwasdifferent.Hecarriedso

muchlovewhenhespokeabouther.Shehadhis

heartonthepalmofherhand.Apartofmewishes

thatheshouldhaveletmestayinthedark.Iknow

BabasaysIshouldbegratefulthathedidn'tstring

mealongbutithurts.Ihavebeenstalkingthem

eversincetheystarteddatingtheylookhappy

together,IwouldbeattractedtoherifIwasMenzi,I

don'treallyblamehim.Shelookslikealadywho

hashaditallinthislifetime.Shelookslikea



carefreesoul.Hersmileiscontagious

''HaveyoubeenstalkingthemNomthandazo?''I

turnaroundandlookatmyfather

''Shegavebirthtotriplets''

''Comehere,don'ttellmethatyouwanttobeMel

fromacronomy''

''Nobabastopit''wearealllaughingmomcomes

outofourhousewipingherhands

''DidImisssomething?''
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ThealarmwhistlesasalwaysIutterafuckpulling



outmydiary.Idon'tseemyselfbeingfriendswith

otherpeoplemyloyaltylieswithNokuthulanoone

caneverreplaceher

DearDiary

GoodmorningcanIjustsaythankyouforbeing

presentinmylifeforlisteningtomewhenIvent.

Wellit'sbeenfourmonthssinceIstartedworkingat

checkersIamhatingiturghthelonghoursthe

cheekymanagers.Ican'tbelieveIam26fucken26

canIjustgobackto6years.Lwaziisgrowingup

fastheisgoingtoschoolnextyear.Timeflieshave

agreatdayaheadcia

Openingmyshelfslowlyandputmybabysafely.

It'ssofunnythatwheneverNonovideocallmeshe

alwayslookscrustymyfriendisadrunkardit's

abouttimesheattendsAAsupportinggroups.

AftergettingreadyforworkIfindmomcookingfor

herhusband



"MorningMaNcwane"

"Sawubonamama,isLwazistillsleeping?"

"yesheisahardworkerduringtheday.Myboy

doesgardening"

Lwaziisanactivechildlikehecan'tbestillsowhat

mamaissayingmakessense

"Iwillbuyhimchocolates"

"Youmeansteal?"

"IstoppedmamabesidesIhateditthesenastygirls

pushedmeintoit"

"Areyounottoooldforpeerpressure?"



ThewayweusedtostealinCheckersissofunny

maybeit'sbecauseweearnsmallmoney.We'dtake

aclient'sreceiptandtakewhateverisprintedonit.

"Istoppedmom"

"Ihopeso"

MeandmybigmouthIfindmyselftellingmy

parentseverything.Ihavebeencelibatefortwo

years.IbelievethatIwillgetthatlovethatiswritten

onthestars.Thethoughtofitmakesmelaugh.

Zwelicallsme

"MomIamleaving"

"Don'tstealNomweknowyouphela"



"Hawemayouhavestarted"shelaughsIgrabmy

lunchboxandgooutside

"Nontsikelelohowareyou?"Thatisthenamehe

gavemeeveryoneatworkcallsmewithit

"Unjanibaba"asmilespreadsonhisface

"Sosheisrespectfultoo..Nontsikeleloyouare

goingtobemysecondwife"

"Icannotwaitmylove"

"Sameherentombenhle"wegotoworkplaying

Maskandi.HeisthecraziestpersonIhaveevermet.

Hiswifeissobeautiful,sheiswhateveryouneedin

awoman.Awifematerialkindofawoman.When

shefirstsawmehuggedmeexcitedlyandstarted



callingmesisterwife.Theyentertainmeandkeep

myboringlifebusy.

"WearehereMrsGatsheni"

"ThankyouGatsheni"

ZweliisnowstealingaloneIcan'tdoitanymoremy

consciousdoesn'tallowmeto.Heknowsthatmy

littlebrotherwantschocolatesIknowhe'sgoingto

getthemforme

Myphoneringsit'sanumberthatisunfamiliar

"Hello"it'sthatarrogantjerkIwonderwhyhisvoice

isstillinvadingmythoughts



"Wheredidyougetmynumbersfrom?"Iam

disgustedbyhisvoice,heannoysmehellyeshe

mademefeellikeatramp

"Doyouhateme?"Hiswordsarelikevenom

"Idon'tevencareaboutyourexistence"

"Awisemanoncesaidtometheworstthingyou

caneverdoistoshowyouropponentthefeelings

youhavetowardshimorherpleaseinfuturedon't

letpeopleseehowyoufeelaboutthem.Keepyour

feelingsincheckandwatchhowyouwin.Justbe

blankdon'tletanyonemasteryourfeelings"

"Thankyou"

"Canwemeetfordinner?"



"No"

"Iwanttotellyousomething.Youaresistertome

myrunawaybloodsister"Igiggle

"Iknockoffat6"

"Wheredoyouwork?"

"atCheckersintown"

"OkI'llcomeandpickyouupfromthere"

"OKmyrunawaybrother"

"Sendmethelocationok"



"YesIwill"

IjustrealisednowthatImissedhimwhowould've

thought.Iswitchoffmyphoneandgobacktowork

"Mywife"

"Heybaby"Isaylaughing

"Arewegoinghometogetherafterwork?"

"Nomybrotherwillcomeandpickmeup"

"Sincewhendoyouhaveabrother?"Zweliasks

grinning

"Youhavestartedwithyourcraziness"



"Keeponplantingtheseedsonedayyoushallreap

whatyousow"

"Okmfundisi"

WhenweknockoffhegivesmeLwazi'schocolates

"Youbetternotcomebackpregnant"hesays

smiling

"OhdearGodpleasesavemefromthismadness"

RaisingmyeyesontheEastI'mpenetratedbydirty

eyes.Hejogscomingtome

"Youreyesstillburnwithdirtylustfulpassions"he

whisperssoftly.Nothingmovesinme

"Siya"



"Youlookgood"hepicksmeuplaughing

"Yougainedweight"Igiggleshyly

"Inowwearsize28"

"Highfivetoyou"heholdsmyhand

"HowareyouTofo?"

"GoodyouSiya?"

"Iamgood,getinsidethecar"

Thesilencebringsawkwardness



"MyfriendhasaHRpositionavailableinhis

company.Itoldhimaboutyouhewantsyoutostart

tomorrow"

"Uh?"Thisisdefinitelyabreakthroughthankyou

universe

"YeshiscompanyisBereatheyrunaconstruction

company"

"Thisissobeautiful(crying)thankyouSiya"Ihug

him

"nowlet'sgohavedinner"hedrivestothisother

Indianrestaurant

"Iaminthecelebrationmode..youlookso

beautifulMaKhoza"



"ThankyouSiya"

"Iwanttotellyousomething"

"Talkalready"webothlaugh

"Imetwoman"

"Woow"

"Iwon'tcontinueifyourepeatthatWoow"

"Wooowreally"heslightlyslapsme

"Yourloss"

"ComeonSiya"



"No"

"Butyouaremybrother"Isayshowinghimmysad

face

"OkrightasIwassayingbeforeyouinterruptedme.

ThiswomanisnothinglikePearl.Sheisverycalm

andsheissoloving"

"Youshouldhavetoldmeaboutherwithout

mentioningPearl.Thisshowsthatyoustillloveher"

"NoIdon't"hesayscuttingmeoff

"Congratulationsmydearaslongasyouarehappy.

Whenareyouguysgettingmarried?"hisfacegets

plasteredwithlove



"soonsoonmydearest.Sowhat'shappening?Who

isyourman?"

"Zweli,Iamgoingtobehissecondwife"

HebangsthetablewhileIlaughloudly

"Youcan'tsettleforlessdoyouknowthat.You

deservemoreTofoyouareverybeautifulsodon't

settleforthat"

"Ilovehim"

"Youaremad"hesaysgettingworkedup.Anger

startsbuildinguponhisface

"LoosenupbrotherIamjoking"



"Youdon'tknowhowtoplaynice"

"IamsorrybythewayIamsinglehookmeup"

"YoumustbemadtothinkthatIcanhookyouup"

hesaysgettingpissedoff

"Youareoverprotective"

"Ijustwantwhatisbestforyounotsomeabusive

manbutamanwhoiseverythingthatyouwantand

everythingyoudreamabout"

"ThatisthemanIwantdoyouthinksuchmenstill

exist?"

"Theydo,youjusthaven'tmethimbutwhenthe



timeisrightheisgoingtocome.Heisgoingto

leaveyourheartbeatingfirst.Whenyouholdhis

handyouwillwanttostripnakedandgiveittohim

becausetheconnectioniswaytoodeep.Itmakes

questionrealityanditmakesyouwonderifthat

personisreal.Itmakesyouwonderifyouwillever

surviveifyoulosethem"

"ThisiswaytoodeepIcan'twaittoexperience

that"Isaygiggling

"Youwill,aloveproclaimedbytheuniversecomes

withchallengesit'seitherforbiddenortoxic"

"Whereareyougettingallthisinformationfrom?"

"IamoldandIhavelived"webothchuckledrinking

oursparklingwater



Hedrivesmehomearound10pmIamsurethat

mommyisalreadyangry.

"Gothereandprovethemwrong.Nomyouarenot

justawomanyouaremorethanthat,youarea

diamondararebreed.Youdeserveallthe

happinessyoucanget.Gotomorrowandshow

themthatyouaretheboss"

"Thankyoubrother"hewipesmytearswithhis

fingers

"Youcanshowermewiththosetearsasmany

timesasyouwantaslongastheyaretearsofjoy"

"IwillnotdisappointyouIswear"

"Donotdoitformedoitforyourself"



"Iloveyou"Isayhugginghim

"Iloveyoutoo.Goodnightyouhaveanearly

morningtomorrow"

"Bye"hekissesmycheekandleaves.

WhenIgethomeIfindLwaziawake

"Whyareyounotsleeping?"

"Goodeveningtoyoutoo"Ilaughandgivehimhis

chocolates

"IamsorryIamlateLwazi"

"Youareforgivengotobedalready"hehashis

handsinhispocketactinglikeTHEMAN



"Goodnightlovewami"

IcallZweli

"Areyoupregnant?"IlaughIcanhearhiswife

laughingtoo

"NoIamnotgoingtoworktomorrow"

"Hhayibowhy?"

"Iwilltellyoutomorrowintheevening"

"Iwillbewaiting,don'tmakemecallyou"

"Goodnight"Idropthephonelaughing



MyalarmwakesmeupIamsosorrydeardiaryI

willnotwriteanythingtoday.Igetreadyandwear

mystilettoswithmywhiteTshirtwhichItuckedin.

"Youlookbeautiful"

"Goodmorningmama"

"Ijustsaidyouarebeautiful"

"Thankyoumyqueen.Iamgoingtoajobinterview.

Iamsoscaredmama"

"Donotbescaredmyloveyouareaqueen.Trust

meyouwillgetthisjob"

"Thankyouletmegoandsaygoodbyetomyboy"



"Donotwakehimuppleasewritehimasmallnote"

"OKma"

Iwriteanoteandhittheroad

AfterthirtyminutesIreachtheMthethwa

ConstructionandI.Tspeciality.Thecompanyisso

huge

MyheartbeatsfastasIwipemyshoes.Igetinside

theoffice.

WhenIgettothereceptiontheladywearsa

beautifulsmile

"Goodmorninghowareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyouma'am?"Iaskhersoftly



"GoodhowcanIhelpyou?"

"IamMissKhoza.."avoicecomesfromtheside

It'scroakyandthick

"Goodmorning"
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Hisarousingvoicestimulatesmyyona."Youcan't

beawhore"Ikeeponmeditatingonthosewords

"GoodmorningMrMabuza.Howareyou?"The

receptionistwhisperssoftlylookingdown.Myeyes

movetohismanicurednails

"Gooddaymadam"

Iwipemyhandsusingmyskirt

"Howareyousir?"Hesoftlyrubsmypalms

"Iamgood,soareyouthebeautifulMissKhoza?"



"IamnotsureaboutbeautifulbutIamsureabout

MissKhoza"hesmilesseductively

"WellwhatSiyasaidwasanunderestimatedyour

beauty"

"ShouldItakethatasacompliment?"helooksat

thereceptionistwhoislookingatuswithherlarge

gossipingeyes

"CeliwebringusteawhileMissKhozaandIhavea

talk"

"Oksir"shesayswhispering

Heleadsthewaytohisglasswalledoffice,he

opensthedoor

"YoumaygetinMissKhoza"

"Thankyousir"

Somehowhisplayfultalkreducedtheuneasiness

ofthis

"Okmylady,youmaysitdown"



"Thankyousir"hegetshispenfromthedrawerand

somescribbler

"BacktobusinessmynameisBuhleMabuza,

welcometoourcompany.Wedealwithtechnology

andconstruction.Siyarecommendedyousohow

experiencedareyou?Howlonghaveyoubeen

workinginthisfield"

"Liescomingfloodinginmybrain

"IhaveneverworkedinthisfieldIstudied"he

smiles

"Iamgratefulthatyouwerehonestaboutbeing

inexperienced,SiyatoldmeaboutthatIwas

expectingyoutolie"IhandhimmyCVhelooksatit

frowning

"Youlook20"Igigglesoftly

"ThankyouMrMabuza"thismanissuchaflirt.My

eyesmovestohislefthandhissilverbandis

comfortableonhisfinger

"Youwerehiredbeforehand.Soyouwillstart

workingtomorrow.IaskedCeliwetobringusthe



teaIwonderwheresheis"

"Thankyouforgivingmethisopportunitytowork

foryouIswearIamahardworkingperson"

"Siyatoldmeeverything,Itrusthisword"

"ThankyousirIswearIwillnotdoanythingto

disappointyou"

"DonotmakeanypromisesMaKhozajuststickto

doingyourjobandIpromisewewillneverfight.Go

homeandrestIwillseeyoutomorrow"

"Thankyousir"IwalkoutofhisofficeandIfind

Celiweonthephone.Iwavegoodbyeandleavethe

premises.ItisinthetimelikethesewhereImiss

thatbastard'scar.Removingtheseshoesit'stoo

muchadminjustthewayNokuthulasayit.Isend



Siyaamessagethankinghim.Hemightbearrogant

buthehasagoodheart.Hequicklycalls

"Heybabysis"hesayslaughing

"HibrotherIgotthejob"

"Congratulationsmylove,youaretakingmeoutfor

lunch"

"Iamdefinitelydoingthat"

"IwillcallyoutomorrowIambusyasitis"

"OKloveyou"

"Loveyoumoreangel"hedropsthecall.The

excitementIamfeelingcan'tbehidden

WhenIgethomeIfindbabasittingonthecouch

drinkingcoffee

"Howareyoubaba?"Hesitsappropriately

"IamgoodandyouMaNcwane"

"Goodwhydidyoucomebackearlyfromwork?"

"Therewaslessworktoday,youlookbeautifulby



theway.Whereareyoucomingfrom?"

"Fromaninterview"momworksincarryinga

shoppingbag

"Heygirl"shesayslaughing.Wealljoinhermy

motherhasbadhabitsshedoesn'twanttogrowold.

Lastweeksheaskedmetostopcallinghermom

andcallherNtombizodwa

"Hhayimama"

"Hhayibogirl,howwasyourinterview?"

"ItwentwellIgotthejob"

"ThisisactuallygreatthankyouGodthankyou.

Whenareyoustarting?"



"IwillbestartingtomorrowIamsoexcited"Itell

themsmiling

"Workforyourbossasifyouareworkingforyour

companywatchyourbossloveyoumydaughter.

SurelyandsurelyIsaytoyou.Theresultsyoushall

reaparegoingtoshock"babasayssmiling

"Soyouareworkingforhowmanyhours?"Mama

asks

"Ididnotask"

"Howmuchareyougoingtoearn?"

"Ididn'task"

"WhatdidyouaskTofo?"

"Nothing"

"But.."

"Leavethechildalonefornowlet'sbegratefulthat

shegotthejob"babaknowshowtoput

Ntombizodwainherplace.



Thealarmwakesmeupasalways.Aftertakinga

bathIcan'tmakeaproperonwhatIshouldwear.

Isettleformyformalpants,it'srainingoutsideIwill

askbabatotakemetowork.

AftergettingreadyIgoandknockontheirdoor

"Getin"

"Goodmorning,babamayyoupleasetakemeto

work"

"Theproblemisthatyoukidsofnowadaysyou

don'tlistenItoldyounottosellthatcarandwhat

didyousaytome?"Mymomtalkslikeshedoesn't

gettired

"LeavethechildaloneIwilljoinyousoon"baba

sayssoftly

********************



Weareonourwaytomyworkplaceheisplaying

smoothJazzheisafanofthatmusic

"Workhardlove"

"IswearIwill"

"Whenareyougettingmarried?"

"WhenIgetaman"

"TimeistickingIneedkids"

"Getmearichmanplease"helaughs

"Youarecrazygetoffmycarwehavearrived"

"Byebabalater"Ikisshischeekandjogtothe



office

IamwelcomedbyCeliwe

"MissKhozahowareyou?"

"Iamgoodandyoumydear?"

"GoodfollowmeIwanttoshowyouyouroffice"she

sayssoftly

"Thankyousis"

Wewalkupthestairsit'sonthelastfloor.Ithasthe

mostperfectvieweverIamsoblessed

BeforeCeliwesaysanythingMabuzawalksin

carryingsomedocuments.

"Hellogorgeous"

"Morninghowareyousir?"



"Good..yesterdayIgotdruggedbyyourbeautythat

IendedupforgettingthatIhavetogiveyouthe

contract"

"Iamsorryaboutthat"webothlaugh

"Listenherewhenyougettimepleasegothrough

thiscontractandsignitbringitbeforeweekend"

"OkIwillsir"

"Anyquestions?"

"Yesweknockoffatwhattime?"

"Weworkfrom9to4"

"Thankyousir"



"Youwillearntenthousandsfortwomonths"

"Iamhappywithit"

************

Celiwecomesintomyofficecarryingtakeaways

"Stopoverworkingit'slunch"shehandsmeoverthe

food

"ThankyouCeli"

"Pleasure,sodoyouwantMrMabuza?"

"Nowhy?"



"Ijustwantedtotellyouthatheismarriedtotwo

wivestheyaresocrazy.Theyarethereasonwhy

Bulelastoppedworking"

"Yooosoheisapolygamist?"
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IthasbeenthreemonthssinceIstartedworking

here.TobehonestIamlovingallthechallenges

thatthisjobisthrowingatme.Lifehasbeenvery

goodtome.IwillbetravellingtoDubaiwithMr

MabuzaIamsoexcitedthesadpartisthatisthatI

won'tseeNonoshehasmovedtoParis.Wetalk

everydaybutImisshuggingher.

Myphoneringsit'sMrMabuza



"MrMabuza"hegroans

"Cometomyofficenow"hesoundsangry.Ifixmy

suitandgotohim.

Afterknockingacoupleoftimeshesayscomein

"Sorryforbotheringyou"

"Notaproblemsir..gooddayma'am"

Hiswifeisfuming,sheissobeautifulbutthesweat

onherfaceshowsthatshe'sfuckenangry

"Yebo"

MrMabuzalooksatherwithawarningeye

"Wherearewegoingnextweek?"



"WearegoingtoDubaisir"

"WhyshouldyougowithawomanMabuza?"

"Itisworkrelatedbabywhydon'tyoutrustme?"

shefoldherarms

"Youarenotgoingthere"

"Whatthefuckareyousaying?"Mabuzaasks

fuming

"Youarenotgoingthere"

"Youmustbecrazy..Thandazathankyouwewill

talklater"



"Oksir"Iexcusemyselffromtheawkwardsituation.

Afterclosingthedoor,IhearweirdsoundsIcan't

evenpeepthroughtheglass.

WorkwasveryhectictodaymybackissoreIswear

aglassofwinewoulddo.Mabuzawalksintomy

officewithoutknocking

"Sorryfornotknocking"heputshishandsinsidehis

pockets

"Notaproblemsirbutdon'tgetusedtoit"hesoftly

chuckles

"YouaregoingalonetoDubai"

"Whysir?"



"Mywivesdon'twantmetogo.Theydon'ttrustme

anymorebecauseofamistakeIoncedid.Ilove

themsomuchtolosethem.TheoneIwaswith

todayistheyoungestsheishotheaded.Sheis

capableofburningmycarswellsheoncedidthat"

webothlaugh

"Icouldtellbythesweatonherforehead"

"Shehasusonthepalmofherhand"hesays

smirking

"Sheisleadership"Ishoutgiggling.Iwould

definitelydothat

"Ofcourseandmore.Letmeloveandleaveyou"

"Enjoytherestofyourevening"Iwhispersoftlyhe

chuckles



"Shomfethu".

*****

ThandekaandIaregoingoutfordrinks.Sheisthe

gossipqueenItellyou.Wearebothwearinglike

ladies.Wedon'tpartyatEyadiniorEgagasini

Thandekasayssheistooclassyforthat.

Momcomesoutofherroomfoldingherarms

"Areyougoingtomanhuntwearinglikeahooker?"I

feeloffendedmomisveryoffensiveattimes

"Whyareyouwearingashortdress?"

"Donottellmethatyoudon'tknowthatit'shot"

"Howwillaman.."



"Mommynoteverythingisaboutaman.Iwear

shortthingsbecauseIamcomfortablewiththat.I

amnotdoingthatforaman.Ablackdaughter's

lifeorcycleoflivingistogrowoldandgetmarried

afterthathavekids.Iamnotgoingtolivethatlife.I

donotseemyselfgettingmarriedandcarryingkids

ok"

"ThatescalatedreallyfastpreachDrNotofo"

WebothlaughIamtryingtosendapointacross

butsheismakingfunofme.

"Iwillseeyoutomorrow"

"OkIwillsithereandwaitforyourfather"

Itakemyphoneandsendhermoney



"Nom.."

"Iamleavingmama"

Ioncedisappointedmyparentsseeingthemthis

happybringsserenitytomyheart.Peoplewonder

whyIstillstaywithmyparents.Ican'tmoveaway

fromhomeandIcangladlybeatmychestbecause

IhaveextendedthehouseandIevenbought

furniture.

ItakeanubertoPearlsofUmhlangatonightisthe

night.IneedtocelebratebeforeIgotoDubai.

Thandeka:whereareyouIamwaitingforyou

outsidethebar

Me:let'sgotoTurnnTenderfirst.

Thandeka:okgoodseeyouthere.



Iputmyphoneinsidemypurse.

Ilovehowtantalisingandmouthwateringtheir

steakis.

Ipaythedriverandwaitforheroutside.Sheis

wearingarippedskinnyjeanandgoldstilettoswith

thefloralsatinblouse.Herfacebeatisonanother

level.Ilovehowshedressessexilyforherthick

body.

"ThatdressistooshortNono"shesayshuggingme.

"Mymomsaidthesamething.Youaresobeautiful

baby"shesmiles

"Soareyoumyrubyreddiamondqueen"

"Wooowdon'tstartwithmeokay"



Sheholdsmyhand

"Let'sgoandeatIamstarving"

"Samehere"

SpheapproachesuswithMenus

"Goodeveningladies"

"HelloSphe"helooksshockedafterThandekacalls

himsexily

"Shesawyournametagdon'tyouworryyourself"

wealllaughcausingthesewhitepeopletomumble

withannoyance.

Wesettledownonthecornertable.



"Thereisnoneedformenuspleasegetustwo

glassesofwhitehousewine,Granapadano

crumbedmushrooms,snailsasstarters.TwoT

boneswithchips"Thandekalooksatmewithpride

"Thankyoumyreddiamond"

"Justbringeverythingalltogether"

WegetourfoodafterhalfahourallbecauseofT

wholikeshermeatwelldone.

"AreyoureadyforDubaibaby?"

"OfcourseIambabybutIwishyouwerecoming

withme"



"Thereisnothingwecandoiwillwaitforyou

becauseIloveyou.WellgirlIwillbegraduating

soon"webothscream

"Iamsohappyforyoubaby"

"Youhavetobecauseyouarelookingatan

accountant"

"Yesbabyyestwocelebrationsforus"

"Ican'tbelievethatIdidthisbymyself"shesays

softly.Igentlywipehertears

"Believeitbecauseyoudidmylife".

WepaythebillandgotoCafelaPlagetogetdrunk.



Wearedrinkingcocktailsandtequilashots.Anold

whitemanapproachesus.

"Goodeveningbeautifulladies"

Ishowhimthesigntogetlost

"Ihavemillionsofrandsinmyaccount"hesays

withpride.

"Thatiseveryman'slinewhohasashortdickor

weaksexgame"Isaycarelessly.Thandekalaughs

loudly..MymouthlosesitwhenIamdrunk

"Uzoshaywawena"IdidnothingwrongIwonder

whysheissayingthat.

Theatmospherechangesdamnitsmellslikeapast



"Thandekaistheresomeonebehindus?"

"Mhmmmhmyes"she'slookingdownthewhole

time.

"YoustilllookbeautifullikebeforeMaNcwane"I

softlyturnaround.Hissexyeyesmakemesquirm

"Sbu"heiswithanotherguywholooksfamiliar

"VelithisisNomthandazo"

"HelloNkosazana"

"HiVeli"Isaysoftly



"Thandekait'sSbuandVeli"Iamhalfdrunkand

hornytosayproperthings.

Hesettlesthebillandtipsourwaiter.Veliis

carryingThandeka'sbagandshoes.Sbuputsme

onhisbackaswegotothebeach.Veliissittingon

thebenchwhileThandekaissittingontopofhim.

Sbugentlyputsmedown

"LookatmeNotofoweneedtotalk"

"Iamdrunk"

"Haveyoueverseenadrunkpersonsayingtheyare

drunk"

"Yesit'sme"hecarelesslychuckleswithdisbelief.



"Whydidyouleaveme?"

"Ididn't"hepullsmyfacetowardshisandlicksmy

lipsgently.Thiskissisacurse..Wecontinue

kissingItightenmygriparoundhim.Heslipshis

fingersintomycorewhichisalreadysecreting

juices

"Awuuu..."

"Fuckthiswearegettingoutofhere.Iamgoingto

teachyoualessontonight"
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ThedrivetoBeverlyHillshotelstakesuslessthana



minute.Heleadsusintothelift..wearelostinour

dirtypassions.

Wedonotsayanythingtoeachother.Wegetting

insidetheroomhelocksitandlooksatme.His

eyesarefulloflustI'mdrunkbutIcanseewhen

onewantstogetdirty.Hethrowsmeonthebed

andsettleinbetweenmylegs.

Myheadisspinningthisisdefinitelyahangover

howIhatethatshityetIlovealcoholIshouldhave

drankwaterthenightbefore.Ifeelnoguiltabout

yesterdaynight.Ican'tgetoverhissmell.Thisman

isdefinitelythemanofmydreams.Myeyes

admirehim,hisfunkyhairmakesmesquirm..Iam

surprisedbythesilverbandonhisfinger.

Heslowlyopenshiseyes

"Youareupbaby?"Heaskssoftly..heplayedme,by

nowIshouldbehavingathickskinbutIcan'tjust

acceptthefactthatheismarried.Mencomeand

leaveinmylife



"Shouldn'tyoubeaskingthatquestiontoyour

wife?"Tearswellupinmyeyes

"It'snotwhatyouthink"heshoutsbangingthetable

"IwantThandekawhereisshe?"Hegrabsmesoftly

"IloveyouandIhaveneverstoppedlovingyou"

"Youaremarried"

"YesIambutthatdoesn'tmeanthatIdon'tlove

you"aloudsobescapesmysweettinymouth

"Letmego"

"Nowehavetotalk"

"Talkaboutwhat?Uhthereisnothingtotalkabout

Sbu.Letmegoplease"

"IwantyouinmylifeNotofodon'twalkawayfrom

meagainplease"

"Idon'twanttobeyourmistress"



"Ofcourseyouwon't"

"Areyougoingtodivorceher?"Helooksatmewith

beggingeyes.Ineedtogetabath..

Ilockthebathroomdoor.Hekeepsonknocking.I

feeldirtysofreakendirty.AmInotgoodenoughto

besomeone'slifepartner?Iamdefinitelyasperm

bank.Idon'tevenknowwhymylifeismessedup

thismuch.Uncontrollablehiccupspopup.

WhenIopenthedoorheissittingonthebedwith

hishandsonhishead

"Pleasedon'tleavemeagain"

"Youareamarriedman"

"Waitformebabyplease.Canyoubepatientplease?

"



"WhyshouldIbepatient?Youareamarriedman

thelastthingIwantistobetheotherwoman''

"But..(phonerings)hellobaby..Damnishealright..

Iwillbehomesoon"helooksscaredhequickly

packshisbags

"What'swrong?"

"Mysonisinthehospital..wewilltalk.Hereismy

card"Ifindmyselffollowinghim

"Isheokay?Ishefine?What'shappeningtoyour

son?"

"Heisgoingtobeokay"

"Letmetakemyshoeswewillgotogether"he



frowns

"Whatwillmywifesay?"

"Okheisinmyprayers"

"Let'sgotogetherIwilldropyouhome"

"Nogotoyourwife"

Iamsittingbythebeachlisteningtothewaves.

ThisisitIguessI'moneofthosewhoarenot

blessedinthedepartmentoflove.Insteadofgoing

forwardIamsevenstepsbackwards.Ipullapacket

ofdoubleswitchstuveysantthatIboughtinthe

kiosk.

"Areyoubacktoyourhabitofsmoking?"Iblowthe



smokeatherface

"Youneedtostopbeingjudgejudy"shegiggles

"IhadanamazingnightNom.Don'ttellyoudidn't

getanyorgasms"shesaysgrinning

"Ohplease"shegiggles

"WhatanamazingnightIhad.Lookatmyglow

woman.Inowhaveadickglow"

"Youareblessed"shefrowns

"Youdonotlookhappywhat'shappeningNom?"

SheaskspullingoutacigaretteIamalreadyonmy

fourth

"Sbuismarried"sheputsherhandovermyarm

"Ncesegirldoyoulovehim"

"ThequestionisdoIknowwhatloveis?The



answerisno.IamconfusedforrealIthink

marriageandmenarenotforme"

"Don'tlosehopegirl"

"Idon'tlovemyselfbecauseIletpeoplecomeand

leavemylifeastheyplease"

"It'showlifeissisi"

"Iguessso"myphoneisdeadurgh

"IwilltaxifyforyouIdon'thavetheuberappcheese

girl"webothgiggle

Ahardknockwakesmeup

"Vukas'dakwa"mymomshoutsIswearthiswoman

isgoingtobethedeathofme

"No"

"Youhaveasuitorwaitingforyou"IgiggleasIget



offthebedandopenthedoor.

"Youandmen..IknewitifIhadsaidthatyouwere

goingtowakeupfast"webothlaugh

"WhyamIupmommy?"

"Goandbathsomeoneiswaitingforyouinthe

lounge.HeissohandsomeIamalreadythinking

aboutyourkids"mymomisahopelessromantic

person

"OhreallyIwonderwhoitis"

AfterbathingIwearasimplelongdressIamnota

fanofmakeupIambeautifulverybeautiful.

Tomysurpriseit'sSiyaIruntohim

"Heyit'salrightyouwillkillhim"momsayslaughing



"HowareyouSiya?"

"IamgoodandyouTofo?"

"Good..youlookhandsome"

"Ain'tyoualwaysbeautifulgoddessTofo.Youarea

god'seye"

"Thankyou..it'sbeenlonglookatyou"

"Ihavebeenoutandabout"

"Nice"hegrins

"Howiswork?"



"GoodIamgoingtoDubaiintwodaystime"

"Youdidn'tcaretotellmeontime.HadInotvisitedI

wasn'tgoingtoknow.Youarereallybreakingmy

heart"

"Iamsorrybigbrother"

"Enjoytherestofyourdaymom.NomandIare

goingout"

"HaveagreatdaytooZwane"momsayslaughingI

reallywonderwhatisgoingoninhermind.

WedrivetoGatewayheholdsmyhandaswegoto

MuggandBean.

"Imissedyoulove"hesayskissingmyhand



"Imissedyoutoo"wesettledownontheoutside

table

"GoodnewsisIhavestoppedsmoking"wehighfive

laughing

"Congratulationsbrotherofmine.Sheisdefinitelya

keeperdarlingIamgladyoumether'

"SoamIangel..Canweorderalready?"

"Yeswhatdoyouwanttohave?"

"Ifeellikehavingsomethinggreasy"hesays

laughing

"Okbrotherbaeplaceyourorderalready"



Weeatfast

"YouneedtoeatlikealadyTofo"

"Ngekengizwengawe"

Hepullsoutaninvitationcard..it'saweddingcard

damnitthisissoexciting

"OhmyGodcongratulationsIcan'twaittocelebrate

thisamazingdaywithyou"

"YesIamgoingtomakeyousitnexttome"

"Youmustdothatvele"heleavesforthetoilet.His

phoneringsapictureofMenziandMbaliyezwe

popsup.ThecallerIDismotherofthreemyswells

upwithpain.Whydidn'thetellmethatheknew

thembecausethisfuckerknowsMenzi



"YourfacehasturnedredwhatdidImiss?Donot

tellmethatsomeonetriedhittinguponyou"he

chuckleswhileIkeepupastraightface

"Areyourelatedtothemotherofthree?"

"Yessheismylittlesister"

"HowcomeyouhavenevertoldmeSiya?Youknow

everythingaboutmypastbutyounevercaredto

informmeaboutthis?Howcouldyoudothisto

me?"

"ItriedbreakingthemupforyoursakebutIfailed"

"Ineversaidyoushoulddothat.Iamaskingyou

whyyounevertoldmeaboutthat.Youarenotloyal"



"Iwasn'tdisloyalTofoIjustdidn'ttellyouaboutit"

"Sowhateveryouweredoingforme.Wereyou

doingitformeoutofpity?"

"Youarefuckencrossingthelinenow.Don'tdothis

pleasedon'teversaythatagain"Ichuckle

"Iamreallydisappointedinyou.Seeyouinmynext

lifebecauserightnowIfeelbetrayed.Youarelike

them"Isaystandingup

"Pleasedon'tdothisNom.Won'tyoucometomy

wedding?"

"Youknowmewellsoaskingthatquestionisgood

asawasteoftime"
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Italldoesn’tmakesensetome,thethoughtof

beingbetrayedbymybrothermakesmewince.I

pinchmyselfagain,thisgoodheartofminewilllead

mestraighttohell.Siyafollowsmeandhugsme

frombehind

“PleaseNomdonotleavemeImadeamistakeand

I’llmakeupforit.Won’tyouforgiveyourbrother

cupcake?”Helookslikehefeelsguilty.

“YoushouldhavetoldmeSiya.Ifeelbetrayed”

“IknowIdidn’ttellyou,Iwastryingtoprotectyou.I

amreallysorryTofo”hekissesmyforehead.Iknow

hemeansitandthereisreallynoneedformetobe

angryathim.IhavelovedSiyatheveryfirsttimeI

sawhim.Hisrebelliousbehaviorsendsmeofthe

edge.Hewipesmytearswithhisfingertips.Ifeel

sovulnerablerightnow.Somethinginmemoves

“Won’tyouforgivemeTofo?”



“IforgiveyouSiya..butIwon’tbeabletoattend

yourwedding.IstillloveMenzievenafterheplayed

me.IfIseehimnowI’lldoanythingtogethimback.

Pleasedon’tforcemetocometoyourwedding”his

jawtightensashesqueezesmeonhismuscular

body.Nowordsareexchanged..hetakesmehome.

WhenIwalkinsidethehouseIknowIamnotthe

samewomanIwasbeforeIleft.Itiltmyheadand

lookatmyfatherwhoissleepingonthecouch.I

can’tbelievethatIwillbeleavinghomesoon.I

wonderwhatDubaihasforme.ThandekasaysIwill

comebackhavingkids.Shedoesn’tunderstand

thatIwillbegoingthereforthreemonthsifnotsix

months.Imakesurethateverythingispacked.The

lastthingIwantistoleavemydocumentsbehind.

“Soyouareleavingtonight?”Myfatherasksfixing

hisglasses.Ismileathim

“OldmanIwillbebackbeforeyouknowit”henods

“IloveyouTofopromisebeyou’llbesafeandyou

willcomebackinonepiece”Igigglelightly



“Ipromisedad”

“IhaveseenthewayyouaremyTofoyoureyes

havenolifeinthem.Whenyoureturnyoubetter

comebackalive”Ihughimtightly

“Ipromiseyoudad”

Siyasendsmeamessagewishingmewell.My

fatherdrivesmetotheoffice.Mamawantedtocry

IhadtotellherseveraltimesthatIwasn’tgoing

forever.

“WhenareyoucomingbackTofo?”

“Soondad”Ikisshischeekandtakemybags.

“IloveyouNomthandazo”

“Iloveyoutoodad”

IwalktotheofficeMrMabuzaisbusywiththefiles.

“Goodeveningsir“

“Heysishowareyou?”



“Iamgoodbutalittlebitnervousit’smyfirsttime

travelingoutsideSouthAfrica”hesmiles

“It’sabouttimeyoutravelalot.Youareyoungand

singlelivealittle.Gotostripclubswatchmenstrip

foryou.Watchthemdolapdancesforyou”weboth

laugh

“Myparentsaretooclingy”

“Youcan’tliveforthemTofodowhatyouwantto

do.It’syourbodyandyourrules!Youonlylive

once”

“Iplantodothat”

“IwantedtogotoDubaibutlookatmenow

accompanyingyoutotheairportbecauseofmy

wives”

“Iamsorry”hesmiles

“WhenyougettotheAirportinDubaiyouwillfind

Abdulwaitingforyou.He’sgoingtobeyourdriver.

DonothavemercyonMrMohamedheisclearly

testingmypatience.Askhimtoshowyouthebooks

ofMarinaHotelapartments.Doallthefollowup



youcan.Itrustyoutofindeverydetailandevery

expense.Theyhavebeenrobbingmewithmyprofit.

Itrustyoutobemyearsandeyes”Iswallowalump

onmythroatIcan’tbelievethathehasgivenmeso

muchwork.Idon’ttrustmyselfenoughtopullit

through.

“NomthandazodidyouhearwhatIsaid?”

“Yes”

“MakemeproudIknowyouwill.Makesurethat

Fatimagivesyouallthebooksandrecordsfrom

threeyearsback”

“Iwillsir”

“Youwillbelocatedinanen-suite.Ifyoufeellike

shoppingaskAbdultodriveyou”hehandsmean

AmericanExpresscard

“SirIhavemoney”

“Shutthefuckupandtakethecard”webothlaugh

“Thankyousir”

“Don’toverworkyourselfinawaythatyoueven

forgettotakeyourselfout”



“Yessir”hisphoneringshepullsitoutthenhe

frowns

“Thandaza...yesI’mintheofficewith

Nomthandazo..yesit’sthetwoofus.Whatthehell?

ShitThandaza..sorrybaby..comein”

Heangrilychuckles

“Nomthandazothiswomanissenttodriveme

straighttohell”

“Sorrysir”afteracoupleofminutesshewalksin

wearingapurpleminidresswithblackstilettos.Her

bodyissobeautifulshehasatinywaistandhuge

curves.

“I’msorrytobotheryoubaby”shesayswitha

squeakyvoiceasshewrapsherarmsaroundMr

Mabuza

“Howareyouma’am?”Shesmiles,shehasa

beautifulsmileespeciallywhensheisnotbeinga

brat

“Nomthandazowhydon’tyoucallmebymyname?”



ShegigglesIfindmyselffidgeting

“I’msorryma’amIam..”Shegiggles

“Ohshutupcallmebymyname..let’stakeherto

theairportalready”MrMabuzacarriesmybags

“Areyousureyourfriendisnotinsidethisbag?”We

alllaugh

“NoMrMabuza”Thandazalooksatmesmiling,I

smileback.

HeopenshisPorscheCayenneandputsmybags

onthebackseat.IhopinThandazasitsinfront

withhim.Hehashishandsinbetweenherthighs.I

cantellbythewaytheytalkthatthesepeoplelove

eachother.Theystarttalkingabouttheirkids.I

wonderifIwillevergetalovelikethat.

Whenwegettotheairportheopensthedoorforme,

Igetoffhetakesmybags.Wearethirtyminutes

early

“Pleasemakemeproud”

“Iwillsir”Thandazahugsme



“Myhusbandtrustsyou.Ialsotrustyou

Nomthandazo.Womenarecomingforeverything”

shesayswinkingatherhusband.Ilaugh

“Thankyouma..Thandaza”

“Pleasure”

Agitationincreases,thisisnewtome.Ihavenever

beenseparatedfrommyfamily.Ilookatmyticket

andanairhostessdirectsmetomyseat.Aftera

coupleofminutesahandsomemansitsnexttome.

HaditbeenlongagoIwouldhavegonecrazy.Iam

nowdifferentmendon’tfascinatemeanymore.He

coughsIlookathiseyeshechuckles

“YouhavebeenlookingatmylipssinceIsatnextto

you.Doyouwantmetokissyou?”Hesmirks

“Gotohell”Ilookattheothersidewhileheisbusy

chuckling.IwillmissThandekaIwishshewashere

toseethepieceofchocolatethatissittingnextto

me.Ipulloutamagazinefrommyhandbagand

startperusing.Ikeeponstealingglancesathis

tattoowhichispoppingoutofhisshirt.“Lookatit



freely“hesaysafterrollinghisshirt.I’moutof

breathIdon’tknowwhetherit’sthebeautyofthe

tattooorhisbluntness

“Donotopenyourmouthlikethat.Youaregiving

meideasofwhatonecandowiththathalfopen

mouth”Ilaughalittle

“Youaresocrude”hesmiles..

“Ithoughtyouweregoingtosayyouareso

handsome”Ifacetheothersidelaughing

“Welltheyfooledyou”hesmilesfaintly

“IwishIcouldbelieveyourightnowbutIcan’t

becauseyouhavebeenblushingeversinceIsat

nexttoyou”

“Iwasn’tblushingIamshysopeoplemistakenitfor

blushing”henods.

“Youarebeautiful”

“Me?”

“Nonotyoubutthispersonsittingnexttome”I

knowboyslikehim



“Thankyou”

“Whatisyournameangel?”

“Angel”helaughstappingmyshouldersoftly

“Yourbeautycamewithbrains”

“Yesandastupidheart”

“Iwillnotpryonyourprivatelife.What’stakingyou

tothiscity?”

“Workandyou?”

“Worktoo”

“WhatdoyoudoforalivingMrcharmerboy?”

“Iseducebeautifulwomen”

Idon’tevenknowwhattosaynext

“Mhnm”

“Yes”

Hetellsmeabouthisoldwoman,heismarriedtoa

womanwhois15yearsolderthanhim

“Whatdidyourfamilysay?”



“Theysaidnothingonmyface.Idon’tgiveadamn

aboutwhattheymighthavesaidbehindmyback”

“Youreallydon’tgiveafuckaboutpeople’sopinions

right?”

“YesIonlycareaboutwhatmywomanhastosay”

“Issherich?”

“Iamhousehusband”hesayslaughing

“Ohmygodyouareagolddigger“

“Agolddiggerwithahearttolove”

**********************************

WefinallylandinDubaiIseeamanwearinghissuit

withaboardthathasmynamewritten.Thismust

beAbdul.Iglanceonmyleftandseethehandsome



strangerexchangingtongueswithabeautifulold

woman.IswearIwanttovomitnow.

“Hi”helooksatmenods

“IamNomthandazoKhoza”Ispeaktohimcalmly

“OknameAbdul”

“NicetoknowyouAbdul”

“Englishmenospeaknice”

“Oklet’sgettothehotel”heopensthedoorforme.

Theplaceissobeautifulsomewomenhavetheir

facescoveredIsupposethoseareMuslims.

Thisismyjourneytoselfdiscovery
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ThedriveislongerthatwhatIhadanticipated.I

slidemyphoneinsidemyhandbagitwasn’tgoing

tobeofgoodusesinceIaminanothercountry.I

stillhavetoreporttomybossthatIhavearrived

“Abdul”Icallhimsoftly

“Sayida”Idon’tevenknowwhatthatmeans

“UhmhowdoyousaygooddayinArabian?”He

looksatmelikehislost

“Arabianhello!”Hechuckles

“Kayfhiahwalk”Ismileandtakeoutmynotebook

toscribbleit.

“ThankyouAbdul”wefinallyreachthehotel.The

doorissurroundedbysecurityguards.Icanseea

coupleofvaletsdrivingthelatestPorsche.This

placeissobeautiful.IsweartoGodthisisthe

heavenwereadaboutintheBible.

“Sayidacome”hesaysbowingsoftly

“ThankyouAbdulyoudonothavetobowdownto

me”helaughsIamnotsureifheunderstandswhat



Iamtelling

“Yesbigtoomuch”hedidn’tgetmefuckmenow

WewalkinsidethehotelIampleasedbytheinterior

designs.Everythingissooverwhelming.The

chandeliersarelikediamondsupthere.Iwish

Thandekawasheretoseethisplace.IfollowAbdul

asheleadsthewayIguessheknowswheremy

roomis,notaroomanen-suite.WhenheopensitI

amwelcomedbythespaciousroom.Iswallowhard

it’sbigenoughtoputtenmorebeds.

“YoucanleaveAbdul”henodsandwalkssoftly

closingthedoor.Theplacesmellslikemoneyit

screamsmoney.Iwalktowardsthebalcony.Ican

seethesea..theseareblessingsthankyoudear

universe.Inavigatemymovementsgoingtothe

bathroom.IswearIwouldeatinsidethisplace.Itis

sobeautiful.Damnthisisheavenonearth.Isoak

myselfinbubblybathmybodywasstartingtoget

sticky.

Afteranhourofbathing,Itakeoutmygownfrom



mybagandgototheminikitchenthereisafridge

anditisfullystocked.IpulloutabottleifChateau

PetrusGrandVintage.Ilovethewayitspreads

itselfonmypalates.

Iamwokenupbyaknock.Thefirstthingthat

comestomymindisnottorespondtoit.The

personisnotgivingup.

“Fuck”whenIopenthedoortheladywholooks

Chinesewalksinpushingthetrolley

“Goodeveningma’am?SorrytobotheryouIwas

senttobringyoufood”

“Thankyou,whatisyournameagain?”Mystomach

isnowgrumblingIhadnotnoticedthatIwas

hungry

“Ididn’tyoutellbeforebutIamLin”Igiggle

“OkrightLinIamNomthandazo”

“Mhm”shesayslaughing

“YesNom-Tha-Nda-Zo”

“NomtazobutIwillcallyouMa’am”



“Areyougoingtobemyfriend?”

“Youaremyboss”

“NoIamnotyourbossbutIamnowgoingtobe

yourfriend.Whenyougettimepleaseshowme

aroundthisplace”

“Iwillbeofftomorrowwewilltalktomorrowmy

friend”shelaughsandwalksout.IeatupuntilI

can’tanymore.Ibetterreturnhomefat.

By6amIamalreadydressedprofessionally.Iwill

workmyassoffupuntilIleaveMrMabuzaproudof

me.Themeetingwillbestartingat7:00am.Iwalk

outofmyen-suitecarryingmyimportant

documentsandlaptop.WhenIgettothereceptionI

greetthewhiteladywhoisbusywithherlaptop.

Shestands

“HowcanIhelpyouma’am?”

“IamMissKhoza,IwillbemeetingMrMohamed

“shemovesoutofthereceptionarea



“It’sgoodtofinallymeetyouma’am.MrMabuza

saidbeautifulthingsaboutyou.Pleasefollowme.

Fatimawillbejoiningyousoon”

“Okthankyou”Iammightbeashypersonbut

whenitcomestobusinessIbecomebrutal.

Sheoffersmesomecoffeeandcookies.Igladly

acceptthem.AfterhalfanhourAnIndianwoman

walksin

“Howareyou?”Istandupandgreether

“Iamgoodandhowareyou?”Shesmiles

effortlessly

“IamgoodyoumustbeMrsKhoza?”

“MissKhozaandyouare?”

“Fatima..bythewayMrMabuzasaidIshouldget

youaphone.”Shesayshandingmeabox

“Thankyou,IguessheknewIneededit”



Wegettoknoweachother..MrMohamedsounds

offIguessheisscaredthathewillgetcaught.

Ispentthefirstthreemonthsworkingwithout

resting.Thereweresomanyloopholesofmoney

disappearingwithoutacause.Alltherecordswere

senttoMrMabuza.Linhasn’tbeenspendingmy

nightswithme.Somethinghappenedtoherfather

sosheleftthreeweeksback.Ihavereallybeen

lonely.

AbdultookmesightseeingyesterdayIboughtalot

oflingeries.IfonlyIhadaboyfriendIwasgoingto

wearthemforhim.Iwearmyblackminidresswith

mypurplestilettos.TonightIamgoingclubbing.I

haveaskedAbdultocomeandpickmeupat9.

Around9o’clockaknockdisturbsmypeace.Ifix

mymakeuponemoretime.

“Iamcoming”Itakemyslingbagandwalkoutof

thedoor

“Abdulareyoufine?”Heopenshismouthandnods



“Wegowhere?”

“TakemetothebestnightclubinDubai..partying”I

wanthimtounderstandwhatIwant

“Ohyesyes”westopatCirqueLeSoir.Ifeelso

giddy..Ihaven’tpartiedalone.

“Come5:00am”Ishakemyhead

“NoIwillcallyou”henodsandleaves.Whoknows

maybeagirlmightgetlaid.

Iwalktothebar

“GoodeveningSayida”

“Kayfhiahwalk”thebarmanlaughs

“Whoevertaughtyouisdoingaprettygoodjob”

“Thankyouforbeingkind”webothlaughIknowhe

isteasingme

“SowhatcanIgiveyoumylady?”



“Ineedsomethingtokeepmewarm”

“Givemethirtyseconds”Iseehimpouringdifferent

thingsinsidetheshaker.

“Doyouwantsomethingsweetor..”

“Sweetisgood”

Hepourswhateverhemadeintoaglass.Thetaste

isconfusing,it’sneithermojitonorsexonthebeach.

Iloveit’staste..

“Thankyoucaretotellmethenameofthiscocktail”

helaughs

“It’sasecretIcannevershare”Ilaughsnortinghe

looksatmeandlaughsagain.Imovetooneofthe

couches.Themusicisamazing.Maybesittinghere

isnotagoodidea.Igobacktothebarman.

“Givemeyourmostexpensivebrandy”Iswearhis

voicemakesmyhairsstand.Thebarmannodsand

doashistold

“Onrocks?”Heasks



“DoIlooklikeasissy?”Heaskschuckling.Iam

temptedtoturnandlookathim.OutofcuriosityI

stealglancesathim.Heisamuscularmanwith

bald.

“Areyoucheckingmeoutyounglady?”Iturnand

lookathim,whatIseeisagod.HeisanAfricanI

cantellbyhisaccent

“Well..uh..”hechucklesashetakeshisdrinkfrom

thebarman

“Whereareyoufrom?”

“SouthAfrica”hesmiles

“SawubonaNkosazana”

“Yebo”Irespondshylymyinnerwhorescreams

someoneisgettinglaidtonight

“ThembelakheNyambose”Itakehishand

“NomthandazoKhoza”

“HowareyouMaNcwane?”

“Iamgoodandhowareyou?”

“Iamgood..sowhatbringsyouhere?”Hesettles



nexttome

“Ihavebeensentbymybosstodosomework”

“Areyouenjoyingit?”

“It’swhatIneeded”Helooksatmesmiling

“Areyourunningawayfromtheskeletonsyouleft

athome?”

“Meohno”Igigglenervously

“Isee”

“Whatbringsyouhere?Howlonghaveyoubeen

stayinghere?”

“Business..Ihavebeenstayingherefornearlyfive

years”

“Thatissobeautiful”

“Yesitis”myeyesmovetohisleftcheekhehasa

scar

“Iamorderingsomethingelse”

“Ok..sohowoldareyou?”Hisquestionstartlesme.



“Oldenoughtobeyourwife”webothlaugh.OnceI

gettipsymymouthlosesitsfilter

“Wellbemywifethen”webothlaugh

“Iam26sohowoldareyouMrgorgeous”

“Iamoldenoughtobeyourfather”helaughswellI

don’tfindthisfunny

“Oh”

“Iam42”

“Youlooksoyoung”

“Iwilltakethatasacompliment”
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Helooksatmegrinning..nooneissayinganything

toanyone.Theairbecomesthickwithneed.He

brushesmycheekImovebackalittle



“Souhm..whatkindofabusinessdoyoudohere

?”

“Youaresnoopyain’tyou?”Ishakemyhead

smiling

“IamcuriousNyambose”heflushesmeafaint

smile

“Curiositykilledacat”

“Acathas7lives”

“Ithoughtitwas9”

“Youthoughtwrong”

“Canwetakeawalk?”

“Whatifyouareakiller?”

“Iwouldn’tkillyouevenifIwasone”hegivesme

hishand.Thatcommentaloneshiversmyspine

“Ihavetopayformydrinks”Idon’tknowwhyIam

notscaredofthisman.MaybeIambeing

comfortedbythefactthatheismyhomeboythat

stilldoesn’tgivemetherighttotrusthim



“Ahmedaddthatbilltomytab”hesaystothe

barman.Iamsureheisaregularinthisbar.

Whenwewalkoutsidetheclubacoupleofmennod.

Helooksdangerousthedirtydangerousthat

weakensyourknees

“Whenareyougoingbackhome?”

“AssoonasIamdonewithwhatIcameherefor”

“Whatdidyoucomeherefor”

“Youareaskingtoomuchforaonenightstand

Thembalakhe”

“Ilovethewaymynamerollsonyourtongue”I

smile

“Isit?”

“Saymynamebaby”hesayslickinghislips.I

refuse,heopensthedoorofoneoftheblackSUV.I

hopin.Thereisadriverwhoiswearingshades

“Myplace”hecommandstheman.Thedrivernods



“Doyouoftentakeyouronenightstandshome?”A

pinchofjealousgripsmyheart.Heraiseshisleft

eyebrow

“Yousoundjealousforapersonwhowantstobea

onestand”

“Stopbeingcuriousbabygowiththeflow”Inod.I

don’tevenknowwherewearebutwhatIknowis

thattheplaceisbeautiful.

Heopensthedoorforus..Ifollowhimashegets

insidethehouse.Theyardisverybigthismanmust

befilthyrich.Ireallywonderwhathedoes.

“Wouldyouliketohaveanythingtodrink?”Heasks

megoingtohisbar

“Anythingfromyourmouthwouldquenchmythirst”

hechuckles

“Flirtingwilltakeyoufaryounglady”

“Youthinkso?”

“Yes”hepoursmesomechampagne



“Thankyou”Iseeveinspoppingonhisforehead

“ComeandsitontopofmeNomthandazo”

“Makeme”Hepullsmetowardsspasmsforminmy

lowerback.

Hecupsmycheeksandsweepshistongueinside

mytongue.Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck.Ican

hearhimgroaninginmymouth.Hishardonis

rubbingonmystomach

“Fuck”’hegroanstearingmydress

“Mydr..”

“Iwillbuyyoumorebabylookatme”Hetastesof

brandyandpeppermint.Hisfingerstracesmy

thong.Hetearsitapartwithintheblinkofaneye

“Myfavorite..”heshutsmeupwithhissoftkiss.I

cannotstoptheslicknessinmyhoneypot.

Hecarriesmetohisbedroomwithoutbreakingthe

kiss.Hegentlylaysmeonthebed.Hespreadsmy

legsfurtherapartandseparatesmyfoldswithhis

tongue



“Ohshit”Iscreampushinghisheadclosertomy

opening.Icomepanting,

“Youtastelikeheaven,Iwillneverletyougobaby”

hekissesmeIcantastemyself.Afterrippingthe

foilheentersmegently

“Ohfuckthisfeelssoamazing”hegrowlskissing

mybreasts.

*******************

IwakeupthenextmorningIamsosoredownthere.

ThismanhasastaminafordaysIchecktheplace

outandheisnowheretobeseen.MyphoneringsI

getoffthebedandquicklygrabit.It’smyboss

“MrMabuza”

“Youneedtocomedowntoday”

“Idon’thaveaticket!ForGod’ssakewhymustI

comenow”hisvoiceisstern

“Iknowyouareoldandshit.Hadyousleptinyour

roomyesterdayyouwouldhaveknownthatyouare

comingbacktoday”



“Andmytickets?”

“Fatimasortedthatout..yourplaneisleavinginthe

nexttwohourspleasehurryup”Igetoffthebed

andsearchThembalakhe’scloset,Igrabhisshirt

andwearit.WhenIcomeoutofhishouseIfind

somedriveroutside.

“Goodmorning”

“Hey”Helooksaway

“PleasetakemetoMarinahotelnow”

“Accordingtomyboss..”

“Isaidtakemetomyplacenow.It’surgentmyboss

wantstotalktome.Doyouwanttogetmefired?”

“Ohshitlet’sgothen”

IwanttoaskalotofquestionsaboutThembalakhe

somethingstopsme.Maybeit’sthefactthatIhave

beensummonedhome.

WhenwegettothehotelIfindFatimainmyroom

packingmyclothes

“HiNom”shelooksatmecuriously,Iknowtheshirt



Iamwearingcreatesquestions.

“Hi”Irushtothebathroomandtakeashower.

“Didyoupackeverything?”Shegrins

“YesbutIstoleacoupleofyourlingeries”weboth

laughIwouldn’tmindbecauseIboughtalot

“WhoareyoutryingtoseduceFatima?”

“Anyonewhocanbeseduced”

Shewinkshandingmemypassportandmyticket.

Whenwegettotheairportshehugsme

“IwillmissyouNomIhopeyouwillcomebackand

workwithusagain”

“Ihopesotoo..byeAbdul”hesmiles

ThistimeIamsittingnexttoanoldwoman.She

lookstiredshekeepsondozingoffandwakingup

“Iamsotired”shewhispers

“Icantell”thelastthingIwanttodoistomakea



conversation.Alotishappeninginmymind.Why

mustMrMabuzatellmetocomebackurgently.Did

Idoamistake?Iseveryoneokathome?

***********************

WhenIgettotheairportIfindbabawaitingforme.

Herunstomeandhugsmetightly

“Wooo!Oldmanithasn’tbeenyearssinceIleft”

“Tofowelcomeback”hekissesmyhead

“Howareyoudaddy?”

“Iamgoodhowismydaughterdoing?”Hissmileis

strained

“Iamhappy”henodsandpullsmyothersuitcase

“IwantyouhappyallthetimeTofo”

“Iknowdadyousaidthatthelasttime”

“Mhmm”

“Youdonotsoundokdadwhat’shappening?”

“Let’sgogetsomefoodIamstarving“

“Iwon’tbeabletoeatwithoutyoutellingmewhat



theproblemis”

“Iwilltellyouwhenwearedoneeating”

“Thendon’ttellmebecauseIwon’teat”

“YouaresostubbornNom”

“Itry”

Whenwearedonepackingmybagsinthecarwe

drivehomenooneissayinganything.

“Mama”Ishoutoncewegethome

“Sheisnothomesheisinthehospital”myworld

shatterswithinamoment

“Nomom”dadpullsmeforahug

“Lwaziwasinvolvedinanaccident”

“Soheisstillalive?Let’sgonowdadIwantmylittle

brotherwithme”

“Yeslet’sgo”

“Ishegoingtobeokdaddy?”Henods,myeyescan

tellthatheisalsonotsure



“Heneedsyoutohavefaithsomydaughterprayfor

him”

“Youdon’thavetoaskit’sadutyImustfulfill”he

smiles

“Iamgratefulthatyouhaveturnedintoawise

woman”
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It’sbeentwodayssinceIdonatedbloodtoLwazi

butheisstillunconscious.MyeyesarenowsoreI

havebeencryingnonestop.ThelastthingIwantis

tolosemybrother,ifanythinghappenstohimIwill

diewithhim.Idrinkmycoffee

“YoucangohomeandbathNom”mamasays

brushingmyBack

“WhatifsomethinghappenswhenIamgone?Iam

notriskingthatmama”



“Iwillbeherewithhim”nothingcanstopmytears

“Nomomlookathowheis.Hedoesn’tevenwantto

squeezemyhand”

“Givehimtimeplease”

“Tofogohomeandrestyouwillcomebackagain”I

gotomydadhehugsme.Hiseyeshavenohopein

them.

“Daddypleasedonotgiveuponhimheisgoingto

beok”henods

“YesTofo,Ntombizodwabothofyoushouldgo

homeIwillstaybehindwithhim”

“Areyousurebaba?”Mamaasksasshemoves

awayfromhisbed

“Iamsure(squeezinghishand)youareafighter

Khozayoucannotgiveuponlife.Weloveyou”

Mamapullsmeoutoftheroom

“Dadhasnohopemama”

“Webothhavehopeisn’tit?”



“Yeswedo.Momhowdoyoukeepstrong?Youare

notevenpanicking”

“WhenIlostmyparentsinacaraccidentInearly

killedmyself.Iguessmypasthastaughtmehowto

bestrong.Ihavehopethatheisgoingtocomeout

ofthatcoma.MyfaithisunshakableIhavetoldGod

thathebettersavemyson.”

“IamnotmuchofabelieverbutmamaIbelievethat

yourprayersdocometopass”

“Yeschildtheywillcometopass”sheopensthecar

forme.Ourrelativessaythatwearespoiltbratsbut

wearenot.Showingyourkidslovedoesn’tmean

thatyouhavespoiledthem

“NomomIcanputonmyownseatbelt”weboth

laugh

“IamcreatingmemoriessothatwhenIamno

moreyoucanrememberme”

“Don’tsaythatmama”



“WeareallgoingtodieNomwecannotrunaway

fromthat”

“Idonotwanttothinkaboutitnow”

“MrMabuzacametoseeyoubutyouwere

sleeping”

“IamgladheleftbecauseIhavenothingtotalk

aboutwhenIamthisstressed”

“Thatmanlovesyou”

“Heismarriedmom”

“Iknowbuthelovesyoumaybeashislittlesisteror

afriend”

“Yayaitcouldbethat”shechucklesagain

Whenwegethomewesleep.Shewakesmeupthe

nextday

“Holyfucksodadsleptatthehospitalalone”

“Let’sgoandbathbabyyourfathersaysweshould

come”



“Didanythinghappenmama?”Iaskasfeargrips

me

“Let’sgoandbath”whenIgetintothebathroomI

startcrying.

Whenwegettothehospitalwefinddadsitting

outsidehisroom

“Ncwaneishefine?”Mamaaskskneelingonfront

ofdad

“Yesheopenedhiseyes.Tofothankyou”Wehug

eachothercrying

“DadIamsohappy”myfatherkissesmyforehead.

Mymomisnowsittingonmydaddy’slap.Ican’t

helpbutsmile.Thelovethattheyshareistoodeep.



It’sbeentwomonthssinceIcamebackfromDubai

andLwaziisgettingbetter.MrMabuzawasvery

pleasedwiththeworkIdidinDubai.Heboughtme

acar.Myphonerings

“I’mtakingyououtforlunchcomeoutsidegirl”she

saysscreamingit’smyoneandonlyfriend

Thandeka

“Stopcreamingwoman”Shegiggles

“Okhurry”Igrabmypurseandleavetheoffice.It’s

FridaysoIhavenothingmuchtodo.

“ByeCeliwe“

“ByeMrsMabuza”Ilaugh

“Youhavestartedtalkingyournonsense”

“Peopletalkinthiscompanydadewearenotkids

weseeeverything”

“GoodforyouguysandIamgoinghomeifMr

Mabuzawantsmetellhimtocallmeheknowsmy



numbersbyheart”shelaughsloudly

“Heeehkaziugezanganintombiyouevenknockoff

beforetime!FirstItwasDubaiandthecarnowit’s

knockingoffearly.IwishIwasyou”

“Haveyoueverthoughtofgoingtostudysomething

sothatyoucanenhanceyourknowledge.Being

bitterismakingyouuglier”

“Oh..”

“Thinkaboutittonightbeforeyougotobed.Unisa’s

applicationsarenowopen.Itwilldoyougood”

Iwalkoutoftheofficeleavingherdumbfounded.

Thandekasqueezesthelifeoutofme

“Whattookyousolong?”

“NothingyoulooksobeautifulT”Shesmiles



“Makingyourownmoneydoesmakeyouglow.Did

ItellyouthatIwasworkingwithoneoftherichest

maninSouthAfrica?”

“Noyoudidn’ttellmesowhoishe?”

“Iwillshowyouhispicture”shepullsoutherphone

fromherpocketaftersomeminutesshefrowns

“Wellitseemslikeitdisappearedanywayhowhave

youbeen?”

“Let’sdrivewewilltalkwhenwegettoNewscafe”

“Afteryou”weareracingasalways.Thandekasays

thatracingiswhatweshouldhavedonewhenwe

were16,wecanonlydoitnowwhenweareold

becausebackthenweweresuperbroke.

Shegetstherefirst



“Iwon!thebillisonyoubitch”

“Moneyisnotaproblem.Theproblemisthefact

thatyousaidyouweretakingmeoutwhileIwas

sittingpeacefullyinmyoffice.Donotbethat

womanwhoturnsbackfromherword”

“ShutthefuckupandstoppreachinggeezIwill

fuckenpay”thewaiterjoinsusshortly

“Givemeyourmostexpensiveglassofwinemy

friendjustwonlotto”thewaiterlaughsand

introduceshimself

“Nomyouwillpayyouknow”Igrinshakingmy

head

“SohowhaveyoubeenThandeka?”

“Goodandyou?HowwasDubai?”

“ItwasgreatImetacoupleofpeopleandmade



friendswiththemIcan’tbelievethatIhavebeen

homefortwomonths”

“IwantyouhappyNom.Ihavenewsbutfirsttellme

howLwaziisdoing?”

“Heismuchbetterandhehasbeenattendingthese

therapysessions.Ican’tbelievewenearlyLostmy

brother”

“IamgladheisgettingthereNom”

“Yessowhat’shappening?”

“Iampregnant”

“Congratulationsbaby”sheholdsmyhand

“Nombehonestwithmehowdoyoufeel?”

“UhmIamsurprisedbutI’mHappyforyou”she

nervouslybitesherlip

“Thereismore”



“Ok”

“Vumaniisthefather”

“GreatImustsayIamsurprisedIthoughtwhatyou

hadwasjustafling”

“AtfirstitwasbutafterwefoundthatIwas

pregnantwedecidedtogetserious”

“Iamhappyforyou”

“IamsorryIdidn’ttellyoufirstandIfeellikethe

worstfriendever”Isqueezeherarm

“Don’tworrybabyyoutoldthefatherfirstwhichis

actuallygood”

“Thankyoumylove”

“Ican’twaittobeanaunty”webothlaugh



“Idon’tknowifIwillbegreatmothersinceIhave

beenentwinedwithwhorismallmylife”

“Don’tyouworryshewillinheritmycharacteristics”

“Hellnoyouareworse”

“Iwillteachherfreedom,shehastobefree

Thandekawecan’ttietothenormsofthis

communityandsocialstandards”

“YouarerightbutIamrootingforaboy.Inthatway

whenyougetpregnantwithagirlthenwewillmake

surethattheywillgetmarried”

“Marriageandfamilyarenotforme”Shesmiles

“Neverdayneverallyouneedispatience”

“Maybe”Irespondfaintly

“SoinDubaiyoudidn’tevengetlaid?IhearArabian

menhavesmalldicks”wearebothlaughing

causingannoyancetothenexttable



“Ididn’tseeanyArabianDickbutdamnIsawan

Africanone”shelaughslikeaschoolgirl

“Tellmemore?HowcomeI’m hearingaboutthis

now?”

“RememberIleftDubaiinarush,Iguessitslipped

offmymind”

“Iforgiveyouspillthebeansalready”

“HeisthemostgorgeousthingIhaveeverseen.

Thandithatguymetmeinaclubandhewhispered

‘Iamneverlettingyougo’girlheismybestlayItell

you.”Thinkingabouthimmakesmesmilemore

“Youareevenblushing!Areyouguystalking?

WhenishevisitingSouthAfrica?Ishefrom

Nigeria?”

“Somanyquestionsatonego!HeisfromSouth



AfricaandIdidn’tleavemynumbersbehindwhenI

lefthishouse”

“Onenightstandinhishouse?”Shegigglessipping

herwater

“ButIleftmytornlingeriebehindatleasthehas

reminderofme”

“YoooNomitseemslikeyouhadfun”

“YesIcan’tbelievethatIhaven’tbeenthinking

abouthimupuntilnow”

AfterourlunchwedrivetoherplaceIfeellike

clubbingtonight

“Sowewon’tbepartyinganymore?”Iaskher

throwingmyselfonhercouch

“Iamnotgivingbirthtomorrow.



Let’sgoandfreshenup”

“WhatwillIwear?”

“Ihaveyourblackdressinmytopshelfyoucan

wearit”

“Mhmm okgoodletusgetreadythenfuture

mommy”

WetaxifytoPearlsofUmhlangait’sgoingdown

tonight
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Themusicistooloudanditismykindofmusic.

“IwillberightbackNom”shegoestothetableon

thecorner.ThemannexttoherisgoodlookingI



canseetheglimpseofhim.Myphoneringsit’smy

mom

“Areyoualright?”I’mforcedtomoveawayfromthe

musicsothatIcanhearher

“Yesmomhowareyou?”

“Yourfatherisworriedaboutyouwhydidn’tyoutell

usthatyouweregoingout?”

“Iforgotsorry”sheclickshertongueanddropsthe

call.Thenightisstillyoung

“WherehaveyoubeenNom?”

“Iwasoutsidewhathappened?”

“IwastalkingtothatguyIwasworkingwith.Heis

verymuchsingleandveryrich.Heis29yearsold”

“Whyareyoutellingmeallofthis?”

“Iwantyoutoseehim“sheispouting

“Idonotfeelliketalkingtoguysletaloneseethem”

I’mThembalakhesickurghhegotintomyskinso

fast

“Urghyouronenightstandruinedeverythingforthe



otherboys”

“Youarebeingabitchrightnowandit’sannoying

asfuck”

“It’sabouttimewegotochurch”webothlaugh

becausethisremindsusofwhatThandeka’sdad

said‘onyourearlytwentiesyousaywhoreislifein

yourlatetwentiesyouwillsaythatyouarereadyto

settle’

Myheadisbangingthehangoverisnothavingany

mercyonme.Idon’tevenrememberhowIgot

home.It’spastmiddaymomwalksinshakingher

head

“Nomthandazowhatkindofalifeareyouliving?”

“Notnowmommyheadismakingthezeeesound

themoreyoutalkthemoreIgetsick”sheisnot

laughing

“HaditbeennottodayIwasgoingtolaugh.DidI

failyouasamother?”

“Nomombeinghardonkidsdoesnotmakeyoua



greatmombutyouendupraisingangrykids.You

haveallowedmetolivethelifeIwantandthat

makesyouagreatmom”sheshakesherhead

“PeoplethinkthatIwastoosoftonyouandto

themIamnotagreatmom.Seeingthatmancarry

youinsidethishouseshowedmehowIamfailing

you”

“Sincewhendoyoucareaboutwhatpeoplesay?”

“Ibroughtyoucoffeeyoucanhaveitnow.Ihope

you’llfeelbetterafterwards”

“Youarethebestmomintheworld”

“Mhm”

ThandekacallsmebeforeIgotobed

“Youembarrassedmeyouasshole”Ishouldbe

gettingangryatherbutIfindmyselflaughing

“WhatdidIdo?”

“Yougavemyclientalapdanceandyoutoldhim



thatyouwouldfuckhimsenselesslyupuntilhe

can’twalk”

“Ohthusnicewhat’shisnameagain?”

“BusaniMkhize”Ichuckle

“AsshyasIamIdon’tseemyselfsayingthatto

anyone”shegroans

“Youaresuchbitchyouknow”

“Wellittakesonetoseeone”

“Nomwewon’tbegoingoutforthewholemonth”

“Youdon’tcallshotsinmylifeThandeka”weboth

laugh

“Amonthistoolongmaybenextweek”

“Whatdidyourclientsay?”

“Hecarriedyouhomeandyourmomwaspissed”

“Iknow”

“IamsureshethinksthatIamabadinfluence

becauseIamloudwhileyouareshy”

“WellI’msorrybutnowIbadlywanttoknowhowhe



reacted”

“Nothinghekeptastraightface”

“Ishouldvomitedonhisclothesjusttopisshimoff

andwatchhimreact”

“Thatissogrossbye”I’mleftinstitches

OnceupontimeMondaywasmyfavoritedaynowI

hateitwithpassion.Ican’tstandthetrafficand

everythingthathastodowithMonday.Thelast

thingIwantistofaceCeliwethevillain.HowImiss

thepeopleIusedtoworkwithinCheckers.

I’mtenminutesearlyandIgreeteveryoneinthe

officetheyallgreetmebackandgobacktotheir

business

“Nomthandazo”

“NottodayCeliwe”sheannoysthefuckoutofme

“PleasecomeIwantustotalk”



“Ihavehadenoughofyournonsenseyoukeepon

testingmetrustmeonedayIwillfuckyouupdo

notunderestimatemykindness”

“CalmdownIjustwanttoapologizeforbeingmean

andjealous”

“Thatsoundsforeigncomingfromyourmouth”

“IknowIknowbutpleaseforgiveme.Canwestart

fromthescratch”

“Ican’tbefriendswithyouunfortunately”she

winces

“Idon’twanttobefriendsbutIwantustobe

colleagueswithoutanybadbloodbetweenus

“therewasneverabadbloodbetweenusithas

alwaysbeenherwithherdiarrheamouth

“Icanworkwiththat”Iturnonmyheelsandgoto

myoffice.Myappetiteisjustbadthereisnoneed

formetotakemylunch.

Iwrapupmythingsby6pm.Everyonehasalready



leftIthinkI’mstartingtobeaworkaholic.WhenI

driveoutofthegateIseeamanstandoutsidehis

Porsche.Helooksfamiliar.Geezit’sThembalakheI

rubmyeyesagainjusttobesureifI’mnot

hallucinating.Heiswearingblackcrispyshirtwitha

pairofjeans.

IgetoutofmycarIdon’tknowifIhavetorunto

himorjustwatchhim.Hewalkstowardsmelikea

predator,IdonotlikethelookonhisfaceIfrowna

bit.

“Thembalakhe“

“Soyoustillrememberme?”Ichucklenervously

“Ofcoursebuthowdidyoufindme?Imean..”

“ReallyThatisallyoucareabout?Youdidn’teven

leavemeyourfuckennumbers.Ihadgonetogetus

breakfastbutyouwerenotonmybed”

“Youaremakingmenervousnow“

“Ihavebeenrestlesslookingforyou!Itoldyoui

wasnevergoingtoletyougo.DamnIevenwentto



yourhotelandtheytoldmethattheycan’tgiveme

yourinformation”

“Howdidyoufindme?”Iamsohappythathefound

me.Hecupsmycheekandkissmehardandstrong.

Hesmilesasheseesmegrindingmyselfonhis

groin

“Youstilltastethesame”hewhispersonmyneck

“Sodoyou”

“HaveyoubeenwithanyonesinceyoucameBack

myrunawaylover”

“Noandyou?”

“Noone!!I’mgladmymemoriesonyourbodydidn’t

gettainted”hekissesmepassionatelyashisfinger

rubsmynub.HepinchesmyclitwhileImoaninhis

mouth.Withinfewsecondswearestandingonhis

car.HetearsmythongIcan’tthrowafitbecause

theneedistoomuchformetohandle.Heplunges

hismanhoodinsideme

“Iwillfuckyounow,outsidemycar.Everytimeyou

seethiscaryouwillrememberwhatIdidtoyou.We



aredoingareminderfuck!!”
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HegroansashedeepenshimselfinsidemeIam

leftathismercy.Hemakesmefeelwhole.Thethrill

andtheadrenalineofgettingcaughtbypeople

makesmecreamonhiscock

“YoulikethefactthatI’mdeepinsideyouand

peoplemightfindus”

“Yes”Isayinghuffinginneed

“Iwasn’taskingyoubutIwastellingyou”heshifts

usintoapositionwherebyIendupholdinguntothe

bonnet.Hisfingermovesfrommyclittomyanus.I

gaspinshock

“It’ssofuckentightbabyhaveyoueverbeenfucked

inyourass”hesaysgrowlingonmyneck



“No..Please”IwanthimtogofastersothatIcan

reachmyclimax.Ihavebeenlongingforthis,him

insideofme.

“Whatdoyouwantmoonbeam?”Heasksnibbling

onmyflesh

“Iwantyoutomakemecome”

“Whatevermymoonbeamwantsshegets”after

coupleofminuteswecomepanting.Hiscomeis

drippingonmythighIslowlycollectitwithmy

fingerandlickit

“JesuswomanlookathowhardIamforyou!Tell

meIamnottheonlyonewhohasbeen

masturbatingjusttogetyououtofmysystem”

“Youarenot”thetruthisIhavealwayswaitedfor

thismoment.Ihavealwayswantedhimtocome

andgetme.Heisthemissingpuzzleinmylife.

“Iwishwecouldstaylikethisforever”

“Thatcanhappen”Itellhimgrinning.Hepullsup

hispantsandfixesmyskirt.WhenItakesome

tissuesothatIcanwipehiscomeheholdsmy



hand

“Don’t,Iwantmycometobedeepinsideyou.Iwant

intobeattachedandembeddedtoyourDNA”Igrin

causinghimtolaugh

“Really”acarhootsbehindusIamforcedto

removemycarfromtheway

“Pleasedon’tleaveme”

“Iwon’t”

“Youleftmetheothertime!Youknowhowmany

peopleIpaidformetofindyou.It’sbeentwo

fuckenmonthsMoonbeam.60days..Ihaven’tbeen

sleeping.IknewyouweresafebutIwantedyou

closetome”

“Areyouobsessedwithme?”ThelastthingIwant

istoassociatemyselfwithacrazyman

“Youcallthisobsession?(raisinghishands)then

womanyouhaveneverbeenloved”

“Maybeyouarerightmaybeyouarewrong”hepulls

meintoawarmhug

“Iwanttoloveyouright..goddamitIhaveneverfelt



thiswayforanyone.”

“Idon’tknowthelastthingIwantistogethurt”

“Iseethepaininyoureyes,Iwanttohelpyoufind

yourself”

“IhavebeenhurtbypeopleItrusted.Myheartcan’t

takeitanymore”

“Youarehardworkingbeautifullady.Youare

successdrivenandyouhaveabeautifulheartanda

bodytokillfor.Yougiveagoodfuckonlystupid

menwouldrunawayfromyou.Moonbeamjustlet

meloveyou,youcanlovemeinthelaterstage“

“WhatwillIdowithyouwhenyouknowhowto

charmyourwayintomypants”hegrinskissingmy

toplip

“Ithoughtyouweregoingtosaytoyourheart.

Anywayit’snotatrainsmash“hegrinsagain

kissingmynose

“Mhmsowillyoutellmehowyoufoundme?”

“Can’tyouleaveyourcaratworksothatIcantake

youtoyourplace?”Heisclearlyavoidingthe



question

“WellIcan’t”

“Iwilldoitonmyown”hetakesmycarkeysand

drivesthecarinsidemyworkplace.Ihatethefact

thatIactuallylikewhathedid.

“Don’tlookatmelikethatbabyIamallyours”he

saysopeningthedoorforme

“Iamnotgettinginsideyourcar”heshrugs

“It’seithertheeasywayorthehardway”

“Mhmmwhat’sthehardway?”

“Iwillcarryyouinsidethisnicecaranddenyyouan

orgasm”

“fuckenshit”Ihuffgettinginsidethecar.Whatever

hesaysmakesmypussyclenchwithneed

“Thatdirtysweetmouthofyoursneedssome

cleaningmoonbeam”

“Fuckyou”



“Iwillfuckyouoverandoveragain”

“WhothefuckareyouThembalakhe?forallIknow

youcouldbeaserialkiller”

“ButIwouldneverkillyou,yousaidthesameshit

whenwefirstmet”hiseyesarefullofpromise.It

scarestheshitoutofmethatheisnotdenyingthe

factthathemightbeakiller.

WhenIlookatmysurroundingswearealreadyat

myhouse.

“Ididn’teventellyouwhereIstay.Youareso

creepy”

“FromwhatIhaveheardaboutyou.Youaretotally

theoppositeofit.Theysaidyouwereshyand

collected”

“Ohfuckyou”hesmiles

“ButIamgladthatIamtheonlyonewhoknows

thissideofyoumoonbeam.Nowyouwillgetoutof

thisfuckencarandgohomeandtakeabath.Then

youwillwearyoursexiestdressever.Donotwaste

yourtimeputtingonsomemakeupanddon’tput



anythingunderthatdress”heisacontrollingfucker.

Fuckhim!

“Youmustbemad”Ishoutbanginghisdoor

“Iamgivingyou30minutesorelseIwillcome

insideyourhouseandgiveyoutheworstspanking

youhaveeverhad”

“Urgh”

“Iloveyoumoonbeam”

ShitIforgotmybagwhenIgetbacktothecarIfind

himholdingitforme.Hehandsittomebarely

touchingmyhand

“Thankyou”

Myparentsaresittingoutsidedrinkingtea.Thelook

thatmyfathergivesmymotheristhesameway

Thembalakhelooksatme.

“Youarenotgreetingustodayyouwilljustlookat

usandsaynothing”

“Goodeveningparents”Irushgoingtothe



bathroomthelastthingIwantisformomtotellme

thatIsmelllikesexinfrontofherhusband.Hisshirt

yesIwillwearhisshirt.BythetimeIamdone.My

parentsarealreadyintheirbedroom

“MomIwillseeyoutomorrow”

“Areyousure?”Sheaskslaughing

“WellI’mnotsure”howcomeIdidn’tthinkabout

carryinganovernightbag.KnowingThembalakhe

hemightwantmetosleepathisplace.

Whenheseesmeapproachhimhebeamslikea

smallchildwhenyougiveitalollipop

“TellmethatyouareminebecausewomanIcan’t

believethatmyshirtfitsyousofuckenperfect”

“IhaveheldonthisshirtwheneverIfeltlikeIwas

missingyou.IcannotputafingeronwhatIfeelfor

you.I’msorryIcan’trunawayfromiteither”he

wipesmytearswithhisthump.Myheartthuds

againsthisstrongarms.ThistimeIinitiatethekiss

Iteasehimwithmytonguefirst.Hehungrilygrabs

mebymyhairandplantsalongwetkissthat

leavesmebeggingformore.Isitontopofhim



“Holdontigressthenightisstillyoung”

“Iwantthiscockinsidemestopplayinghardtoget

Iknowyouwanttobeburiedinmycunttoo”he

chucklesandgetsmeoffhim

“Fuckyou”Iscreamathimit’sfunnybecauseI

don’ttalkdirtybutwhenI’mwithhimmybehavior

automaticallychanges

“IwillnotallowyoutousememoonbeamIamnot

yourdildo”hehuffsashedrivesfast

“Idon’townoneunlessyoubuyme”

“Youmustbemad”

“Ihaveneverseenamanwhodoesn’twantsex”

veinspoponhishead

“It’snotsexthatIwantfromyoudon’tyoujustget

itwoman?IfIwantedsexIwouldhavegottenitfor

freeinDubai”anounceofjealousspasmsonmy

heart

“Whatdoyouwant?”

“You!Thewholeofyounotsomepieces.Ifonly

youcangivemeachance”



“TheyalwaysleaveafterIgivethemachance”

“Deathwilldousapart”wegettoarestauranthe

opensthedoorforme.Thenheeyesmefora

second

“NowearegoingtomyplaceIwillendupkilling

everymanwhoisgoingtobelookingatyou”

“Theywilllookbuttheywon’ttouchme”

“Getinsidethecarwoman”

“no”

“ohmyGodIneedtobehightobeabletodealwith

you”

“Youdodrugs?”

“Whatdoyouthink?”

“Iknownothingaboutyou,doyouknowthat?”

“Canyougetintothecarsothatwecantalk”

“OkbutlearntousepleasebecauseIhatetobe

controlled”



“Ok”

HedrivesustoUmhlangarocksthenwegetto

BeverlyHillshotel

“Isthisyourhouse?”Awaveofjealouswavesover

measawomansmilesathim

“NomyhouseisinJohannesburgIcameherefor

anagendaandIwillmakesurethatwhenIleaveit

isfulfilled”hepossessivelyholdsmywaistashe

takesustohisroom.

Hepoursmeaglassofchampagne

“SoIwantustobehonestwitheachother.Idon’t

dealwellwithliars”

“Samehere”hewinksbeforehesmilesagain.

“Sowewillplayagame.Iaskyouaquestionand

youaskmetoo”

“Okletmegofirstwhereisyourwife?”



“IwasnevermarriedmoonbeamandIhavenever

hadadesiretogetmarriedupuntilyoucameinto

mylife.ThatnightwhenIsawyou.IknewIhadto

getyou”I’mcryingagain

“Youaresayingallthoserightwordstheyusedto

say.Aftersexyouwilleventuallywalkoutofmy

life”

“Iamgladthattheywalkedoutofyourlife

otherwiseIwasnevergoingtogetyou.Youdeserve

more.Youdeservetostayinamansionthatisfull

oflife.Thenyouwillhavekidswhohaveagood

heartlikeyours”

“Kissme”

“Toodemandingain’tyou?”Hekissesmelightly

“Don’tbreakmyheartpleaseit’salreadyinpieces”

“Iwillgluebackthatheartbabytrustme”Inod

“Ido”

“Whenwasthelasttimeyouwereina

relationship?”

“Yearsback”it’sbeenlongsinceIwasinasteady



relationship

“GoodIlovethat”

“Whatdoyoudoforaliving?”

“Ihaveillegalbusinessesandonelegitbusiness”

“Ow”

“IamnotagoodmaninmyworldmoonbeambutI

promiseyou,Iwillgiveyoueverythingyoudesire.I

willcomehomeeverynight.Iwillmakelovetoyou

everymorningandfuckyouatnight”the

seriousnessofhisvoicemakesmequiverwithlust

“Thankyou”

“Iamsurethereissomethingyouwilldowhenwe

gettoJohannesburg.Youareahardworker

moonbeam.Youcanstartyourlegitbusinessthere”

“Butmylifeishere!Idon’tseemyselfmovingaway

fromhome”

“Changeisgoodbabyyouneedtorelocateevery

nowandthen”



“Isee,doyouhaveanykids.I’msureyouhave

thousands”

“Youwouldbesurprised”

“Honestyhonestyspillalready”

“IhaveababygirlsheisstudyinglawatCanada.

Shelovesplayingpianoandsheis19.Veryfreeand

talkative.Theminuteyouseeheryouwilldefinitely

loveher”

“Willyoushowmeherpicture?”

“Mostdefinitely..youdon’thavekidsIsuppose”

“NoIwasoncepregnantthenIdidanabortion”his

faceisneutral.I’mpouringmyhearttothisman

whohasanabilitytocrushme

“Wewillhavebabiesthathavemybloodinthem.Is

itevilformetobegladthatyoudidtheabortion?”

Webothlaugh

“Whydoyoucallmemoonbeam?”



“Wemetatnightanditisonlythemoonthat

appearsatnight.ThemomentIsawyoubrightness

walkedintomylife.MoonbeamIpromiseyouIwill

loveyouupuntiltheendoftimes”Ipinchmyselfto

seeifthisisreal

“Justbeloyaltome”

“Ivowtobeloyaltoyoumoonbeam.Iamgoingto

protectyoufromanythingthattormentsyourpeace.

Iwillkillforyou”hekissespassionatelyItrytosit

ontopofhimhestopsme

“Wewon’tbehavingsextonight.IamnotthemI

wanttoloveyoufullyandperfectly.I’mnot

promisingyouaperfectunionbutIwilltrytomake

youhappy”

“Wherewereyouallmylife?”

“Iwasaroundwaitingfortheuniversetogiveme

whatIdesire”

“Howdidyoufindme?”

“ItoldFatimathatIwasgoingtokillherwhole



familyifshedoesn’tgivemewhatIneed”

“Youscaredher”

“Youscaredme”hepicksmeupandlaysmeonthe

bed.Afterswitchingoffthelightheprotectively

wrapshisarmsaroundme

“Youareadreamcometruemoonbeam”
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Hisbodyisstillontopofme,thismanthinksthatI

willrunaway.Thatthoughtmakesmelaugh.

“Whereareyougoing?”Hewhisperswithhiscroaky

voice

“IamgoingtoworkThembalakhe”gettingdown

fromthebedbecomesastruggle

“Youarenotgoingthere”

“UnfortunatelyIamgoingthere”wigglinghimself



frommehegrowlsforattention

AftertakingashowerIfindnewclothesontopof

thebed.

“Thembalakhe!”Hecomesrunning

“Didanyonedie?”

“Noyouboughtclothesforme”

“So”

“It’snotfunnyyouknow”hegiggles

“Soyouwanttogotoworknaked?”

“Thereisnothingwrongwiththat”

“Athankyouisenough”

“Yesyouareright”

“Mhmm”

“Thankyoubaby”theseclotheslookgoodonme.

Theywereperfectlymadeforme.

“Quitstaringbaby”

“Youaresobeautifulmoonbeam.Lookingatyou

makesmyheartswellwithjoy”



“Youshouldhavebeenapoetbaby”

“Ohreally”Heaskskissingmynose

“Yes”myvoiceisnowlow.Ikisshimslowlyand

softly.Mybodyisnowgrindingonhis.Ican’t

controlitanymore.Theneedinmeisscreaming.It

needsfreedom

“Youaregoingtobelateforwork.Let’sgo”

“Areyounotgoingtoshower?”

“NowthatyouhavementioneditIwillgoanddo

that”.WhenIfollowhimtothebathroomIfindit

locked

“Thembalakheopenthedoor”

“Idon’ttrustyoumoonbeam.Wewillonlyhavesex

afterourwedding”

“Don’tyouworrysomeoneelseisgoingtosatisfy

myneeds.Youcangotohell”hequicklyopensthe

doornearlyfalling.Ican’tstoplaughing

“Whymustyoustressanoldman?”

“BecauseIlovethisoldman”lookingathis



manhoodmakesmesalivate

“Quitstaringmoonbeam.Didyouseethetime?”I

huffleavinghimalone.Aftersomeminutesheis

finished

Gettingready.Heiswearingagolfshirtandsome

sexypants

“Whendoyouworkout?”

“Whenthereistime”hetakeshiskeyandleadsus

out

“WhatareyouthinkingaboutThembalakhe?”He

squeezesmyhand

“Iamstillprocessingthefactthatyouareherewith

me.Inmycar,Ihavedreamedofsuchdays.Ido

notknowhowyoudiditNomthandazobutyouleft

animprintinmylife”

“IloveyousomuchthatithurtsLakheandIgreatly

appreciateyourpresenceinmylife”hewipesmy

tearswithhisthumb

“IwillneverhurtyouintentionallybabyIpromise

you”Iamkissinghishandcontinuously



“Iwanttoloveyouright”Isaytohim

“Iknowyouwill”

I’mnotthatlatetoday.LakheattemptstokissmeI

shift

“Twocanplaythegame”Iwhispersoftlywalking

outofthecar

“Moonbeam”shakingmyassforhimtoseewhathe

ismissingout,becomestooeasy.Hesighsin

frustration.

WhenIgetintotheofficeIamwelcomedbythe

stares.

“Iseverythingalright?”Theynod.

“Apersoncanneverhavepeaceinthisofficethatis

fullofgossips”

WhenIdropmyselfonmychairmyphoneringsit’s

Thandeka

“Heygirlhowareyou?”

“Allgoodbabyhowareyou?Howisthelittleone?”



Shechuckles

“Ihaven’tfeltanymovementsasyetsoit’sstill

earlytotell”

“Goodgoodwewillneedtogotoagynecologist

soon”

“Yesandweneedtotalk”

“Iamsurewedo,yougofirst”

“Busaniwantsyournumberssobad.Hehasbeen

askingaboutyoueversincehedroppedyouoffat

yourplace”

“TellhimIsaidno”

“Heisbeingpersistent”

“Givehimmynumbersthenwatchusbreakup”

“It’snotlikeyouarecuffed”shesaysgroaning

“Thembalakhefoundme”

“Whoisthat?”Icantellthatsheisbored

“MyguyfromDubai”shescreams

“Okokkeepitlowalready”Isnap



“Thissoundslikeafairytalenovel”

“WeneedtogooutsoIcantellyoueverything

aboutmymysteryman”

“Iamjealousalready”

“Donotbe..wecanmeettonightatanyrestaurant

youwant”

“MhmmIcan’twaitbutpleasedon’tforgetthatthe

billisonyou”

It’salmost12:30Ihavebeenworkingnonestop.Mr

Mabuzawalksinsidemyofficehedoesn’tlook

happyatallit’slikeheateabucketofLemons.

“Gooddaysir?”

“HowareyouMissKhoza?”Hiseyesareflickering

withpainanddefeat

“Iamgoodandhowareyou?”

“Notgood..mhmmMissKhozaIamsorrywehave

toloseyou.Thisisyourlastdayatwork“



“Whatdoyoumean?”Myhandsareshaking

“YouhavebeendoingagreatjobbutI’msorrywe

arelettingyougo.Iwilldefinitelymissyou”

“DidIdoanythingthatyoudon’tlike?Pleaseforgive

meMrMabuzaIlovemyjobwholeheartedly.I

promiseIwillworkharderbutpleasedon’ttakemy

dreamawayfromme”

“ThereisnothingIcandonow”

“IwilltakeyoutoCCMA.Youdidn’tevengivemea

warning”

“Don’twasteyourbreathIwillpayyouforthenext

12months.IwishtherewassomethingIcoulddo

MissKhoza”hehugsme

“Youcanletmestayplease”Icanbarelyhearmy

voice

“Donotmakethingstobeanyharderthantheyare”

“Whyareyouevenkickingmeoutofyourcompany?



Ihaveworkedhardforyouisthathowyou

appreciateme?”

“It’snotaboutmenotappreciatingyou.This

companyhaspeoplewithsharesandtheydon’t

wantyouanymore”

Istartpackingmythings

“Isee”

IsendThandekaatexttellingherthatIcan’tcome

anymoremymoodhasgonesour.Afterpackingmy

things.Itellthereceptionisttocontinuewithher

studies.MyheartisinpiecesMrMabuzaisan

unappreciativeasshole.Ifindmyselfgoingstraight

tothearmsofamanIlove.

“Moonbeam”hewhispersashewipesmytears

“Theyfiredme”

“Iamsorrybuttheydidn’tdeserveyou.Wewillgo

toJohannesburgthenyouwillopenyourownthing”

“IlovedmyjobsomuchLakhetheleastyoucando

istobelessinsensitive”

“Iambeinghonestherebabyjustacceptthetruth



ok.Bythelookofthingswearegoingtobe

spendingmoretimetogether”

“Areyousureyouarenotbehindthis?Areyounot

theonewhoorchestratedthissothatIcanmoveto

Johannesburgwithyou?”Immediatelyhisface

turnsblank

“IwillnotsaywhatIwillregret”hewalksoutonme.

IfeelbadnowthelastthingIwantistoloseagood

thing.Whycan’tIunderstandthathelovesmeand

caresforme.EverydayIexpecttheworstfromhim.

HecomesbackafterfewhoursIruntohimhehugs

me.Westartkissingeachother.Heatgetsreleased

byourbodies.

“IamsorryLakhe”hekissesmehungrilyspanking

mytinyass.

***

IthasbeenaweeksinceIstoppedgoingtowork.

I’vebeenspendingmoretimewithLakhe.



“Isyouroldmancomingtopickyouup?”Mama

askslaughing

“HadInottoldyouhisageyouwerenevergoingto

callhimthat”shegiggles

“Helovesyou”

“IknowmomIjustdon’twanttolosehim“

“Whywouldyouthinkthatyouwilllosehim?”

“Iamjustscared..beingexcitedjustscaresmea

little”

“LiveinthismomentNom,don’teventhinkabout

thefuturebecauseyoumightnotlivetowitnessit”

“Youaretellingthetruth“myphonerings

“Speakingofthedevil”webothchuckle

“MommyIwillseeyoulater”

“Youmeanafterthreedays”

Lakheiswaitingformeoutsidehiscar.This

gorgeousmanbelongstome.Itisinthesetimes



wherebyIwishthatNokuthulawasheretowitness

thesemomentsofmylife.

“Youaresobeautifulmywoman”hewhispersinmy

ear

“IthoughtIwasMoonbeamteddybear”

“SoIamnowteddybear”heasksspankingmyass

“Ain’tthatsexierthandaddy?”Iaskwinking

“Whatmakesyouwetter?”Igaspinshock

“Yourmouthissodirty”heopensthedoorforme

“Ican’tstayawayfromyou.Areyousureyoudidn’t

useanyloveportionsonme”

“WhywouldIdothatwhilemypussydoesagood

jobonyou?”Webothlaugh

“Youaresoannoying”hesayschuckling

“Youstilllovemedaddy”

Hedoesn’tlovewatchingmoviesbutheisdoingit

allforme.Aftermovieswegofordinner.Heholds



myhandsnervously

“Nomthandazo”

“Mhm”

“Bemywife”

“What?”

“YesIloveyouIcan’tstayawayfromyoujusthear

anoldman’splea.MarrymesothatIcandiea

happyman”Hewipesatearcomingoutfrommy

righteye

“YesIwill..Iloveyoutoo”

“WearelivinginthismomentIdonotcarethat

peoplemightsayit’stoosoon.WhatICareisabout

us.IloveyouMoonbeam.NeverinmylifehaveI

everthoughtIwasgoingtogetmarried.Yetherewe

arenow”Imovetohissideandsitontopofhim

“IloveyousomuchLakhe”
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Myeyesmovetothismaninfrontofme.Heisthe

manIwanttospendmywholelifewith.Achuckle

escapesmymouth.

“WhereistheringLakhe?”Hekissesmyhand

“Idon’thaveitwithmenowbutIpromiseyouthat

yourweddingringisgoingtobewhatyounever

expected”

“Mhmm”Isaykissinghisnose

“StopteasingmeMoonbeam”

“WhatwillyoudotomeMrNyambose?”

“Iwilllayyouonthattableandfuckyou”

“Thatbringsmethrill”hegroans

“Moonbeamwereyoucreatedtotormentme?”

“Icanneverdothattomyoldman”Isaykissinghis

nose.Hechucklesshakinghishead.Hissmile

neverreacheshiseyes

“Whendoyouwantustogetmarried?”



“Ihaven’tthoughtaboutthatasyet.Doyouhave

anythinginmind?”

“IfitwasmeIwouldmarryyoutonight”helooksso

seriousrightnow

“Mhmmthatdoesn’tsoundlikeabadidea”

“IwouldreallylovetodothatbutbabyIwantyouto

walkdowntheaisleinthatwhitegown”

“WhosaidIwantthat?”Ihaveneverimagined

myselfwearingthewhitegownit’sjustnotinme.

TheloveIfeelforthismanisenoughtomakeme

elopewithhimtoafarawaycountry.

“Thenlet’sgogetmarriedtomorrowincourt”

“DoesthatmeanIwillgetlaidtomorrow?”Iaskhim

seductively,Hegrins

“Yesthatissupergreatisn’tit?“

“Noit’snotgreatbaby,youarebeingstingyfor

nothingLakhe”heasksforthebill.Afterpayingthe

billhecarriesmetothecar.

HedriveshummingtoDrake’ssong.Ican’thelpit

butadmiremyman.ThereisnothingIwantthan



beingontopofhimspeakingsweetthings.He

stopsinfrontofmyhouse

“TellyourparentsthatIwillseethemtomorrow”

“Youdon’tknowhowfussymydadis”

“Helikesme”

“Ohreally,youaresosureofyourself”

“YesIgetwhatIwantallthetime”Isitontopofhim

asheleansback.Thetipofhistonguecoatsmy

lips.Isuckinmybreathopeningmymouthslightly.

Hecupsmycheeksanddevoursmewithhisbrandy

mintedmouth.Heflipsmeoverwithinasecondhis

ontopofme.Hisfingerstracesmycenterashe

swallowsalumponhisthroat

“Allthiswetnessisforme“hisvoiceisdeepand

darkwithlust.Hepartsmylegswider

“WhatwillIdowiththiswetness?MyGodIwilldiea

happyman”

“Lakhe”hetearsmythongandkissmycenter.His

mouthgoesstraighttomyclit.Ican’thelpitbut

moantothistorture.Heinsertsthefirstfinger,I



graspinshock.HeinsertsthesecondoneIamnow

amess

“IamdyingLakhe”hechucklesIpushhishead

closer.MylegsstartshakingasIcome

“Whuuu”Isaywhispering

“YoucangoandsleepMoonbeamIloveyou“

“IneedtorecoverfirstbecauseIdon’thaveany

energytomove”

Helaughsatme

“Youaresuchalazyass”

“Iamyourlazyass”

“DoyouwanttogoforanotherroundMoonbeam?”

“NoIamtiredofcoming”Ileavehimandrush

home.

NeverinmylifewouldIhavethoughtthatonedayI

wasgoingtogetamanwhocherishesmelike

Thembalakhe.ThetruthisIknewthatwewere

goingtohavesomethingsolidtheveryfirsttimeI

sawhim.Thisfeelslikeadream.Aknockwakesme



up

“Areyoureadyfortoday?”Momwalksinsidemy

roomsmiling

“ButmomIdidn’ttellyouanythinghowdidyou

knowthatsomethingwashappening?”

“Wellthereisalotthatyoudon’tknow.Whenyou

werestayingwithThembalakhehisfamilycameto

payLobola“

“Henevertoldmethat“Isayscreaming

“Yeshedidn’tbutyoustillagreedtomarryhim.He

isatraditionalmanwhatmakesyouthinkthathe

wasgoingtomarryyouwithoutpayingLobola”

“Heplayedme”

“WellhetoldhisfamilythatyouwereaVirginwhen

hemetyou.InearlycalledhimaliarthenIrealized

thatmaybetheguysyouwerewithbeforehimhad

smalldickshencehethoughtyouwereaVirgin”we

bothlaugh

“Momyoudon’thavetobecrazyallthetime”

“Don’tbeangryathimthatmanlovesyou



unconditionally”

“Istillhavetotellhimwheretodrawthelinehe

can’tbetakingsuchdecisionswithoutinforming

me”

“Justdon’tshoutathim,youneedtorespecthim

sinceheisalreadyyourhusband”

“Iwillbutheshouldn’tkeepsuchsecretsfromme”

“WhatwillItellThandeka?Thiswholethingissuper

confusing.ShewillthinkthatIkeepthingsfrom

her”

“Youcantellherwheneverythingisover”

“Whatdoyoumeanbythat?”

“Whenyouaremarried”Itakeoutmyphoneand

sendhertexttellingherthatI’mgettingmarried

today.Sheimmediatelycallsme

“Bitchwhatareyousaying?”

“Iamgettingmarriedpleasecometomyhousenow.

Iwilltellyoueverythingwhenyouarehere”

“Makesureyouleavenostoneunturned”Ichuckle



“Definitely”

Ipulloutmywhitesuit,insteadofwearingwhite

pantsIhaveoptedforawhitepencilskirt.Ididn’t

puttoomuchmakeup.Thandekawalksinwearinga

whitedress

“OhmyGodNomyoulookbeautiful”

“Youthinkso”sheslightlyslapsme

“IhaveeyesNomyoulookbeautiful.Nowonder

thismanwantstocuffyoualready”

“Youthinkso”

“WhathappenedtoyouNom?Iswearyousound

stupid“

“ThisissooverwhelmingThandekaIfeellikeI’m

dreamingIhaveneverbeenthishappyinmyentire

lifehencetheseeventsareshockingme”

“LiveinthismomentNom.Wearehereyourniece

ishereinmystomach.Canweenjoythismoment

withoutworryingthatsomethingwillgowrong”



“Youareright..lookatyourbumpThandekait’s

nowshowing”

“Yesandit’sactuallygivingyoutimetoplanmy

babyshower”

“OhIalmostforgotthatthereissomethingcalled

babyshower”

“Nowyouwon’tforgetiteveragain”

“IwillneverdothatagainmyloveIpromiseyou”

Itellhereverythingthathasbeenhappeninginmy

life.

“MhmmNomthisissobeautiful,

I’dbehappyifamanwastodowhatThembalakhe

hasbeendoingforyou”

“Iguessit’struethatpeoplefinddifferentthings

beautiful,asformethisisnotbeautiful“

“Itcouldbethatoritcouldbethefactthatyouhave

neverbeenlovedRight”



“Whatdoyoumean?”Iaskhernervously

“Youhavebeentheoneputtingmoreeffortinyour

relationships.Youhavebeentheonelovingpeople

rightsonowthatyougetamanwhodoesthatfor

you,itisshockingyou.Whenyouhaveneverbeen

lovedright,beinglovedrightwillalwaysshockyou

becauseyoucan’tacceptthelovecorrectly”

“OhIseebutIdolovehim”

“Helovesyoutoo,nowlet’sgetready.Thelastthing

Iwantistogetemotionalinsteadofbeinghappy

“wedothefinallytouches

Mydadlookssohandsomeinhisblacksuit

“HowcomeyounevertoldmethatThembalakhe

hasalreadypaidthedowryforme?”

Hekissesmyforehead

“Thatmanofyoursistoosmart.Iamreallysadthat

youwillnolongerbemybabybutsomeone’swife”

“IwillstillbeyourTofo”



“Yesandplanschangedyouwillbegettingmarried

inchurch.Thepastorisalreadywaitingforus”it

seemslikethesepeopleplannedeverythingbehind

myback

“Okdad”wegetinsidehisblackMazda.Momis

smilingnonstop

“Thandekayoulookso

BeautifulNomdidn’ttellmethatyouwere

expecting”

“ThankyouMaIwonderwhyshedidn’ttellyou”

“Icouldn’ttellherwithoutyougivingmethe

permissiontodoso”Isayrollingmyeyes.Lwaziis

notarounditmakesmesadthatmybrotherisnot

goingtoattendmywedding.

Wegettochurcharound12.Whenwewalkinside

thechurchIseeLakhestandingnearthePastor

wearingawhitecrispyshirtandwhitepants.He

looksgoodwithhisblacksneakers.Ican’thelpit

butstareatthisgodinfrontofme.



Mydadwalksmetohim.It’sjustmyfamilyandhis

friends

“Youcame”hewhispersinmyear

“Iamstillangryatyou”thepastorlooksatus

smiling.Hesharesthewordandlatersaysnoone

cancursewhattheLordhasblessed.Aftersaying

ourvowsLakhekissesmedeeply

“IloveyouMoonbeam”

“Iloveyoumoresweetheart”IamnowMrs

Nyambose.MyringhasahugebluediamondI

knowthatitmusthavecostedhimafortune.The

loveIhaveforhimissodeepthatIcannotexplain

it.

Everyonearounduscongratulatesus.

“Iamsosorrythatmydaughtercouldn’tcometo

ourweddinganditmighttakehertwoyearsto

cometoSouthAfrica.Fixinghervisaisn’teasy”

“Youdonothavetoworryhusbandwecanalways

videocallherlatertoday”



“ThatwouldbeawesomeandIknowthatsheis

goingtolikeyou”
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Shelooksgloriousinherwhitesuit.AlexandBrian

aretheonlyfamilythathavenotforgettingmy

preciousdaughterThembie.Alexcongratulatesme

“YouchosewellhereThemba”

“Thankyouman”Brianstormsuptowardsus

“AreyoufuckencrazyThembalakhe?”Heshouts

“IwillpretendthatIdidn’thearthat.Iwillpretend

thatyousaidcongratulations”

“ForabusinessmanIswearyouarestupid.What

kindofvoodoodidthatwomandoonyou?”



“Brianstopitjustbehappyforme”Alexnods

“Youcan’tsaythatBrian.Ihaveneverthoughtthat

Thembawasevergoingtobethishappyafterthe

deathofCindy”furyfillsmyhearthedidn’thaveto

bringupCindy.Whybringituponmyweddingday

“Alexthatgirlisveryyoungandsheisagold-digger.

Icantellbythewayshebehaves.Myfriendgot

fooled.Sofooledthathedecidedtogetmarriedin

community.GeezwhatthefuckiswrongwithyouI

justwanttopunchyou.Thatgirlisverycalculative.

Howcanawomanagreetomarryamanshe

doesn’tknow.Yourcarsattractedher”mythoughts

rileup.HowcomeIdidn’teventhinkaboutsigning

aprenuptial

“Sheisthemotherofmychildshewillnotbetray

me”

“YousounddumbrightnowIhopeyoudon’texpect

metotellyouthat”.Briansayswiththeredvein

poppingonhishead

“Shit!ShegotpregnantreallyfastThembaIam



startingtothinklikeBrian.Shedidallofthistotrap

youwithachild.Thisgirlisgoingtogiveusalotof

trouble.Isuggestthatwegetridofher”

“Stopwithyourassumptionsshedidn’ttellmethat

shewaspregnant.Ijustknowthatsheis.Please

respectmywifeorIwillcutallmytieswithyou.She

iseducatedveryedu..”

“Hencesheoutsmartedyouoldman”Alexsays

sarcastically

“Youwanttocutusoffbecauseofthattramp.You

mustbekiddingtheshitoutofme”AlexsaysIeye

himseriously

“Callherthatonetime”Iwillfightformywife’s

honorandIwillprotectherfromeverythingthat

doesn’tbringherpeace

“OnethingIwillneverdoistoseeyougetting

played.Iwilldoeverythingtoprotectthewealthyou

haveaccumulated.Evenifitmeanskillingherand



yeslistenI’mreturningthefavoryoudidwhen

Nataliatriedtofoolme”

“ShelovesmeBrianIdidthisformyunbornchild.I

wantmychildtobehappyandtobebornin

marriage.AlexyousaidityourselfthatIhavenever

beenhappysinceCindydied.Don’tyouwanttosee

yourfriendhappy”

Brianchuckleswalkingawayfromus

“WecareaboutyouThembaifshemessesupIwill

drivemyknifestraighttoherthroat”

“Shewillneverdothat”

“Hasiteveroccurredtoyouthatthebabymightnot

beyours?”

“Stopputtingimpossibleideasinmyhead.

Nomthandazolovesmeandshewillneverdo

anythingtobreakmyheart”



“Wereyouhonestwithher?”Heasksme

“Aboutwhat?”

“FuckYouThembayouknowwhatIamtalking

about!”

“NoIdidn’tIwasgoingtotellhereventually”

“Hellnosothiswomanofyoursmarriedsomeone

shedoesn’tevenknow.Howdidyouknowshewas

pregnant?”

“Iwasonceadoctorbefore,remember?”

“Youareright”

“Shewasraisedrightpleasegiveherthebenefitof

adoubt”

“Ididabackgroundcheckonherthereisnothing

muchtotellthanthefactthatsheisapartyanimal

andsheisaspoiltbrat”webothlaugh

“Iamgoingtospoilherevenmore”

“Thatiswhyyougotherfired”



“YouknowwhyIdidit”hegrins

“Nomatterhowmuchshegivesittoyoudon’tyou

daretellher“

“Iplantokeepithidden”Isaylaughingalittle

“Letsgogetdrunk”hesayslaughing

“Iplanto”Iwalktothebackyardandsee

NomthandazoandBriantalkingohmyGodBrianis

abouttoruinthingsforme

“...IamnotafoollikeThembaIwillnotallowyouto

playhim.Whatdidyouuseonhimtomakehima

fool?”IpullBrianandpunchhimhegroansinagony

“StopitNyambosewhyareyoudoingthis?”She

askscrying.Mysweetheartispullingme

backwards

“WhatdidIsayBrian?”Hewipesthebloodcoming

fromhislip

“IcanseethereasonYougotfooledThembalakhe

sheisreallyagoodactress”



“IhavehadenoughofyourinsultsBrian.Wejust

mettodayunfortunatelywehavestartedonthe

wrongfoot.LeavemealoneIknowIwillneverdo

anythingtohurtyourfriend.Iamgladhehas

someonelikeyouwhohashisback.Nexttimeyou

trytoprotecthimasknicelyandstopbeingan

impulsiveperson”helooksmewithhatredandfury

“IwillremindyouofthisdayThembalakheIcan

promiseyouthat.Andyou(pointingNomthandazo)

onemistakeIwillburyyou”Shehuffsinfrustration

“ThereisalotwehavetotalkaboutThembalakhe”I

grin

“WewilldoitafterIlayyouperfectlymybeautiful

wife”

“Iamsorrythatitwon’tbehappeningtonight”

“Okbaby”

WegetinsideAlex’sAMGhekeepsonstealing



glancesatuswhileBrianisfixinghiscollar

“Younearlybrokemyjawfucker”hesaysangrily

“Youdeservedit,youhavetorespectmywife”

“WhyareweevendrivingthemAlexletthelovers

walk,Ihearitstrengthensloveandloyalty”weall

laugh.Brianhasalwaysbeenoverprotectiveover

me.HealwayssavedmewhenInearlycommitted

suicidenotonceortwice.

“Youhaveourfriendwrappedonyourfinger

Nomthandazo”Alexsayslaughing

“It’sactuallytheotherwayround”MrsNyambose

sayssmiling.AlexandBrianlookateachother

“Mhnmwesee”Alexsays

“YoubetterrespectmywifegentsorelseIwill..”

“Yessiryessiryouwillpunchusweknow.Trust

mewewillrespecther”Briansayssarcastically

“IwillrespectyouMrsNyambosebutIwilleven

respectyoumorethedayyouhookmeupwithyour

friend”wealllaugh



“Sheispregnantandshehasaboyfriend”

“WellIguessshedidn’ttellyouthatsheisvery

muchsingle.FortunatelyIgotthehonortohear

thosenewsfirst”

WegettoAlex’shouseit’sgoingdown.Everyoneis

partyinglikenoone’sbusiness.ThenIopenAlex’s

bedroomIseeThandekaridingwithherbump

showing.Iclosethedoorreallyfast.Alexhas

alwayssaidthathewantstomakeoutwitha

pregnantwoman.Iguesshehasachievedhisgoal.

BrianandIwillneverheartheendofit.

I’mwokenupNomthandazo’sfarts

“Geezwoman”Shegigglesshyly

“Igettofartfreelynowbaby,Iwon’tbetryingtowin

youoveranymoresinceyouarealredmine.You

arenowmyhusbanddon’tforgetthat”



“Thisplacesmellshorrible”Itellheropeningthe

windows

“Myfartsmellslikestrawberries”shesitsontopof

meandstartskissingme

“Iloveyourmorningbreath”

“SodoI”shefrownsabit

“Wewon’tbehavingsexuntilwehavethattalk”

“Okbabylet’stalk”Isaykissingher

“StopdistractingmeIwon’tbeabletoconcentrate

whenyoudon’tstopdoingwhatyouaredoingto

me”

“OkIwillstop”

“YouhavenevertoldmeaboutyourfamilyLakhe”

“Iwasraisedinanorphanage.Idon’thaveanything

tosayaboutmyfamily.Mymompassedaway

whenIwastwo.Idon’tknowwhotookmeto

orphanage.TheonlyfamilyIhaveareyou,my



daughterandmyfriends.Iwouldliketoapologize

forBrian’sbehaviorheisoverprotectiveofme”

“IamreallysorryLakhe.Iamgladyouhaveafriend

likehim.Iloveyoualot”Ipullherforakiss

“Iloveyoumore”

“Wherearewegoingtostay?”

“WearemovingtoSandtonbabyIhaveahouse

there”

“Whatwillhappentomycareer?”

“Ijustwishyoucouldbeahousewife”Shegiggles

“ThatisnothappeningyouwantBriantoconfirm

hiscrazytheoriesaboutme”Ipullhercloserfora

kiss

“Wecanalwaysdoittopisshimoff.Don’tyouwant

ustodothat?”

“Hellno”



“MhnmIwillhavetoconvinceyoumorebaby”She

gigglesshakingherhead

“Whendoyouwantustostarttryingforababy?I

wasthinkingmaybetwoyearsfromnow”

“Iamokwithitbaby”Ilaughifonlymysweet

princessknew.IamgladBriandidn’ttellher

anythingabouttrappingme

“YessowhenwegettoJohannesburgIwillgoand

seeagynecologist”

“Thatisagreatidea”

“Iamsupposedtobeangryatyoubaby.Whydidn’t

youtellmethatyouweregoingtosendpeopleto

seemyfamily”

“AndruinthesurprisehellnoIwasn’tgoingtodo

that”webothlaugh

“Youaresoannoying”

NeverinmylifehadIthoughtthatIwasgoingtobe



thishappy.WhenCindydiedinacaraccidentmy

lifestoppedmoving.Shewastheonlywomanwho

hadlovedmewhenIwasnothingbutastudent.I

rememberthedayswhensheusedtocookusfood.

Attimeswewouldgoshoppingthenshewouldbuy

usclotheswithherownmoney.Shenevergaveme

areasontocheatnotthattherearereasonsto

cheatbutshewaseverythingIneededinawoman.

Shewasbeautifulplussizewomanwhohada

melaninskinthatwaspopping.Myfriendsloved

herwholeheartedlybecauseshewashumble.My

daughterhasherfewtraits.Herlaughterwouldlight

uptheroom.Irememberthedayclearlywhenwe

gotthenewsthatshewaspregnant.Wewereboth

notready,wecriedtogetheritwasgoingtobeus

againsttheworld.HerparentsstayedinSwaziland

andherfamilywasn’tthatrich.Irememberher

suggestingthatweshouldsendourdaughterhome

onceshehasgivenbirthbutIrefused.Shewasthe

onlyfamilyIhad.AftershegaybirthtoSthembisoI

startedworkingharderthanbefore.Ididmyintern

inLeratonghospitalIwasnotearningmuch.Atthe

ageof25Ibecameadoctorandourdaughterwas



justthree.DrNyamboserolledsexilyonhertongue.

Shewasgoingtobeaqualifiednursethefollowing

yea,shehadstayedathomeforayeartakingcare

ofthebaby.IpaidallthedamagesandtheLobola

formybeautifulwoman.Shegotintoacarcrash

whenshewasstillplanningourbeautifulwedding.I

wishsheshouldhaveallowedustogetmarried

earlier.Shedidn’t,shelovedperfectthings.I

rememberthedaylikeyesterday.Iwasworking

whenIreceivedacalltellingmethatIhadtocome

toSunninghill.HerBMWwascrushedintopieces

thetruckdriverwasdeclareddeadonthescene.

Apparentlyhistruckhadproblems.ThenImet

Nomthandazoshewasdifferentfrommylatewife.

Shewassoftspoken,anintrovert,onethingthey

haveincommonwasthefactthattheywereboth

hardworkers.Nomthandazowormedherwayinto

mylifewithhersassiness

“WhatareyouthinkingaboutLakhe?”Shewhispers

softlywakingmeupfromthethoughtsthathunted

melongtimeago

“Aboutthekidsyouwillbearforme”Shesmiles



“Mhmreallypleaseremindme,wherewerewe?”

“Youwereaskingmetomakelovetoyoualready”
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Myeyesmovetoherswollenlips.Shehasnotjust

mademethehappiestmanalivebutshehas

lightenedmydarklife.Alifefullofpainand

darkness.

“Shewasabeautifulandalovingwoman”she

straightensherselfandleansontheheadboard

“WhatareyoutalkingaboutLakhe?”

“Myexwife,themotherofmychild.Shediedina

carcrash.AfterherdeathIneverthoughtIwas

goingtoloveagain.Youhavechangedmylife

Moonbeam.IswearIwillprotectyouwithmylife.I



willloveyouunconditionally.YouareeverythingI

needinawoman.HonestlyspeakingIdon’tsee

myselfsurvivingwithoutyou”

“IamsosorrythatyoulostherLakhebutI’mhere

nowandIwillloveyoutheverysamewayyoulove

me.Iwanttobeagoodwifetoyouandagood

friendtoThembie”myheartswellswithjoy.Never

inmylifehaveIeverthoughtthatIwasgoingtoget

apersonlikeher.

“Iamtakingyououtsomewheretonightbeforewe

leaveforJohannesburg”shegrins

“Somymanisromantic”

“YoushouldhavetoldmewhatIdonotknow.Being

romanticismysecondname”

“YouhavetoomuchprideLakhe“Iplayfullysmack

herassshemoans



“Thatistheveryreasonyougotattractedtome”

Shewrinkleshernosesnorting

“Sorry”shechucklesunladylike

“Iamsureyoudon’texpectmetotellyouthatwhat

youdidisgross”

“Youstillloveme,thatistheonlythingthat

matters”

“Mhmmthatactuallymakessense.Whatareyou

goingtobebusywithtoday?”

“Sinceyouhavebeendenyingmewhatisrightfully

mineIwillaskThandekatoaccompanymetoadult

storeandgetsomethings.FromthereIwillgoto

myhouseandpackmybags.Ineedtotalktomy

fatherbeforeweleave.Iknowhewillgetall

emotional”

“OkbabyIwillseeyoulaterthen”

“Lakhe”Ileaveherinthebedroomlaughing



AftershoweringIgotoAlex’sStudy.Ifindtheguys

plotting

“What’shappeningguys?”

Brianpullshiscigarandlightsit

“WeneedtovisitGhostinahour’stime”

“WhathappenedBrianiseverythingalright?”He

shakeshishead

“Heismessingupwithourmerchandise.Ireceived

acallfromDiegosayingthatitwasshortwith2kgs.

YouknowwhatthatmeansDiavalo?”

“Yes”

“Itmeansthatifwecan’tdealwithhimnowwewill

havetogotoDubaiassoonaspossible”Brian

sayingshowingnoemotiononhisface

“ConsideringthefactthatyoujustgotmarriedI’m

surewecan’tdothatDiavolo”Alexsays

“Whatneedstobedoneguys?”



“Whatweusuallydo.Alexstaybehindsortingout

theissuewithDiegothelastthingwewantisto

loseourclienteleoverthisdouchebag”Briansays

withaboredvoice

“YesyouarerightBrian.Youlookgoodinthatsuit

Diavolo.Nowleaveandsortoutthatmessleaveno

evidencebehind.Ghostismessingupwithwrong

people”

Alexpullsoutafileandshowsus.Whatweread

leavesusinshock.

“WeareusingmyFerrariIhopeshewillcomeback

unharmed.ThelastthingIwantistoseebloodon

mywife”weallchuckleasBrianstartsblubbering

nonsenseabouthiscarwhichisapparentlyhiswife

“YouwillbedrivingBrianthelastthingIwantisto

hearyousquirminglikeaputa”myvoiceisstern

“Fuckyouman”weleaveAlexbehindanddriveto



DurbanCBD.TheguysalreadyhaveGhost’s

daughter.Thatmeanswehaveanupperhandon

him

“SodoyouhaveyourgunwithYouDiavolo?”IBrian

askssoftly

“YesIhavetwo”

WhenwegettoGhost’sclub.Thebodyguardsmove

asideforus.Gettinginsidehisofficeisastruggle

becausehisminionsarestandingonthedoor

“Heisnotexpectingyougentssogoback”the

otherminionssayschargingatus.Igivethemthe

lookIputonwhenI’mabouttoattack.Theymove

backandopenforus.Brianlaughsbesideme

“TheywillshitontheirpantsDiavolostopbeinga

meanass“

“TheywantedtofuckwithusBrian”

Yesthemightyfuckerstandsupfromhischairwith

hiscigaronhismouth



“WhuuuIamsuperblessedtoday.Ifeelhonored

alreadywhatdidIdotodeservethepresenceof

TheThroneAndDiavolo?”

“YouaremessingupwiththewrongpeopleGhost”

Briansayslaughing

“IhearyouarenowintohumantraffickingGhost.

Ain’twejustluckytobeinthesameroomwiththe

guywhocan’tbeseen.Youhavejoinedtieswiththe

Tongaats.Youthoughtyouwereplayingusbutyou

playedyourself”Isaytohimsoftly

“OhyesmightyDiavoloIhearyougotmarriedthe

congratulationsareinorder”hesayslaughing

“YoumuststopstealingstufffromusGhost.”Brian

says

“Youwilldie”Isayshortly

“ThatisnothappeningDiavoloyouknowit.Iamnot

evensorrythatIstealfromyou.YesIhavejoined



handswithyourenemynowleavemethefuck

alone”hesaysangrily

IpulloutmyphoneandvideocallAlex

“Ghostsomeonewantstotalktoyou”Igivehimthe

phone

“Lwazi..didhehurtyou?I’msorrybabyeverything

isgoingtobealright”hedropsthecall

“ThatwaseasierthanIthought”Briansays

“Youdidn’thavetopullmydaughterintothis..”

“NowthatIthinkaboutitIthinkyourdaughterwill

makeagreatestassetinmystripclub.Ayoung

virginsheis..”hecutsme

“HowdidyouknowthatshewasavirginDiavolo

whatthefuckiswrongwithyou?Leaveheroutof

thisIwillgivethe10millionthatAlexwants”

“MhnmsothemightyGhostgetsscaredtoo.

Anywaytransferthemoneyalready.Nexttimeyou



trytodoublecrossusyouwon’tevengetachance

toapologize.Don’ttestmeGhostIwillwipeyou

out!!Youandyourwholefamily.Including

Sibongile”hepopsouthiseyes

“What..”

“Ohyestheydon’tcallmeDiavolofornothing

youngboy.Werubshoulderswiththedevil.Iwill

puffyououtandtakeoveryourbusinessesdon’t

testme”Isaysternly

“Puta”Briansaysspittingonhimwewalkoutofhis

officewithsmirksonourfaces.Iwasknowntobe

themostdangerousmaninDubai.Ineverbacked

outinfights.Nothingdrovemecrazythanseeing

thebloodofmyenemiesoozingoutfromtheirears

andmouths.

“ItwaseasierthanwhatIexpected”Briansays

laughing

“YoucannevertrustGhostweshouldhave



slaughteredhim”.YoucanneverseeGhostwhenhe

attacks.

“Iwantedtodothatbutyoumessedupeverything

byagreeingtotakethat10million”

“Don’tforgetthatwearethemenofourwords.We

stickbyourwords”

“NotmebutyouDiavolo”

WhenwegettoAlex’shouseIfindhiminthepool

withpregnantThandeka

“WhereisLwazi?”HemovesawayfromThandeka

“YouknowThembaIdidn’tlethergobecauseI

knowhowGhostdoesthings.Hewon’tletthisslide.

Ithinkweshouldjustkillher”



“Noshewillgobacktoherfather.Noonetouched

herright?”

“Notyetbuttheboyswantedtofeastonher”

“Wedon’trapewomenAlexweprotectthem.Tell

themtotakeherbacktores“

HenodswhileIgobacktomywife

“Youhavebeengonefortoolong”shesays

yawning

“IamsorrybabyIthoughtyouhadgonehome”

“WellIcamebackearly.DadsaysIshouldvisithim

everymonth.Ihopeit’sfinewithyou”

“Ofcoursebabyyouhavetovisityourparents.I

absolutelyhavenoproblemwiththat.What’s

happeningbetweenAlexandyourfriend”she

chuckles



“Youarebeingnosynowbaby”

“ComeOnMoonbeamIamnotnosy”

“Idon’tknowwhydon’tyouaskyourfriend”

“HeisgoingtosaythatIamnosy”

“Yesbecayouarebeingnosy”

It’s8pmintheeveningmybabyiswearingher

silverdressthatshowsherback.Wearegoingto

oneofmystripclubsdowntown.

“Weneedtohavedinnerfirst”Itellher

“Iamfullbaby”

“Wewillpassbysteakhouseandhavedinner”

“Yesboss”shesayssarcastically

Moonbeamisverywildsheisawildgoosethat

doesn’tneedtaming.Iloveeverythingabouther.



Aftereatingweheadstraighttomystripclub

“Lakhewhatarewedoinghere?”

“Weareheretocelebrateourweddingbabyand

othergoodthingsthataregoingtofollowus”

“Mhnmgmm”shesaysgrinning.Whenwegettothe

doorthebodyguardbowsalittleIsmile.Myhand

guidesMoonbeam’sback.

“Diavolo”mymanagersayssmiling

“YesStanley.MywifeandIareheretocelebrate

somethingspecial”

“It’snicetomeetyouma’am.Diavolodoyouwanta

privateshow?”

“NoIdon’twantanythingprivate”henodsand

walksaway

“Howoftendoyoucomehere?”Moonbeamasks

withannoyance



“AsmuchasIcan”Thegirlshavealreadystarted

dancing.Iseeacoupleofoldmenstuffingtheir

moneyintheirshorts

“Ican’tbelievethis”

“Thisismystripclubbaby”Iknowwhatsheis

thinking

“OhsorryIthought..youknow”webothlaugh

“Youareprettierwhenyouarejealousbaby,IthinkI

shouldmakeyoujealousallthetime“shelaughs

“GetlostLakhe”

WearedrinkingredwineSammycomestoourtable

whenMotivationplays.Shehasapetitebody.She

iswearingasilverthongandagoldbra.Her

stilettosaregreyandgold.Shemakeslovetothe

pole.Shespreadsherlegsapartmovingup.Her

legstanglethepoleasshecomesdownswaying

herhead.Myeyesmovetomoonbeamshecan’t

stopsmiling,hereyesglitterwithjoy.Sammy

removesherbraandstalkstowardsus.Moonbeam

pullsoutacoupleofnotesandputsitonherthong



“SheissosexyLakhe”

“EnoughSammy”shesmilesandleavesus

“Shewassogoodbaby”mybabywifesays

beamingwithexcitement

“Didshemakeyouwet”Iaskherwithmyvoicefull

oflust

“Whydon’tyoufindout?”Myhandsmovetoher

undergarments.Whatthefucksheisnotwearing

anypanty.Iputonefingerinsidehershemoans.I

bringmylipstohers.Thekissisfullofneed.She

heavesastearsleavehereyes

“IamcomingLakhe”

“Comeonmyfingersbaby..Iwanttoseethatpussy

clenchingmyfingers.IfuckenloveyouMoonbeam”

shemoansinmymouthquiveringandshecomes

harder.Hereyesopen

“Whyareyoushymyinnocentwife?”

“Whatifsomeoneheardme?”

“Thentheyareblessed,doyouwantmetofuck

you?”



“Youmeannow?Likeinfrontofsomanypeople?”

“Nooneiswatchingunlessifyouwantmetotell

themtowatchusfuck”shegrowls

“No”shestandsinfrontofmeholdingthetable.I

spankherassshemoans

“Lakhe”

“SitontopofmeNomthandazo”shedoesthat

smiling.Itakeoutmycockandburyitinherflesh
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I’mgratefultotheuniverseforgrantingmea

chancetobewithamanwholovesmelikemy

husband.Heiseverylady’sdream.Heisa

passionateandapossessivelover.

“WearegoingbackhomeMoonbeamwecan’tleave

herewhenthesunisout”hesaysfixinghispants

“WhatisstoppingusNyambose?”



“WellwearedrivingbacktoJoburgandit’salready

morningIneedtorest”

“Carrymethenmyknightinshiningarmor”

“WithpleasureMrsNyambose”

“DoyoueverfeellikethisisalladreamLakhe?

SometimesIfeellikethisisalladreamandI’m

waitingforsomethingtohappensothatIcanget

backtoreality”

Heyawnshealwaysdoesthatwhenhe’sbored

“LiveinthemomentMoonbeam”Ilaugh

“Icantellthatthiswholeobservationannoysyou”

“Itsuredoes”

WegotohiscarheplaysJCole.IswearIhatehis

music

“IhatehimLakhe”helaughs

“Doyouwantmetoplayyougospelmysweet

wife?”Heaskssarcastically

“Hellno!PlayanythingthatisnotJCole’smusic”



“JColeisfordeepthinkers”heisbusylookingfor

whathecanplayme

“Thatisactuallynotguaranteed.Wehavelame

thinkerswholistentohim”

“It’syoursaynjalomkami”hesayswinking

“Don’tIjustloveyoursmartmouthhusband”

“Itdoesalotofthingsbabyyouknowit”

“Lakheyoudon’thavetosexualizeeverything”Isay

groaninginwardly

WhenwegettoAlex’shousewesleepforacouple

ofhours.Iwakeuparound10.AfterbathingIpack

allourclothes.WhenIwalkthroughthepassageI

findtheguystalking

“Goodmorningeveryone”theyallrespond

“Lakhe”

“Yesbaby”heislookinglikeagod.Everytimehe

speaksIfeelchillsinmyspine.Mybodydoesn’t



onlyrespondtohistouchbuttohisvoicetoo.He

oozesofpowerandcontrol

“UhmMayyoupleasecomehereforasecondI

wanttoaskyousomething”

“ShewantstoasksomethingLakhe”Alexsays

laughingtryingtoimitatemyvoice

“GoanddoyourhusbanddutiesLakhe”Briansays

laughing.Otherthanbeinganassheisahandsome

man

“Fuckyouguys”Lakhesaystothem.Hekissesme

softly

“GoodmorningMrsNyambose”

“Goodmorningbabyhowareyou?”Hepullsmy

handaswemoveawayfromtheguys

“Good..sowhatdoyouwantustotalkabout?”

“Ihavealreadypackedourbags.Soweareusing

whichcar?”



“WeareusingtheblackAstonMartin”Ican’tbelieve

thathejustsaidthat.Mydreamfuckingcar

“HowrichareyouLakhe?”IswearIsoundlikea

golddiggerrightnow

“Veryrichtobuyyoueverythingthatyouwant”

“IhavemyownmoneyLakhe”

“Iknow”hegivesmethekeystotheAstonMartin

whenwegettoourroom.

“HowamIevensupposedtoopen

It?Lakheyoucanputourbagsthere”

“Whatdoweneedthebagsfor?Wearetakingyour

purseonlybaby”

“LakheIhavewhatIneedinthosebags”

“Wearenotleavingheregoodwewillstillcome

back.LeavethosethingsbehindMaNcwaneyou’ll



needthemwhenwecomeback”

“But..”heshutsmeupwithakiss

Thedooropens“MrThembaIheardyouwerehere.

ImissedyouunfortunatelyIwasn’t..ohsorryyou

havesomeone.Ishouldhaveknocked.Iapologize

again”thedoorcloses

“Shelikesyou”

“Everyonelikesme”hesayscarelessly

“Ithoughtmostpeoplewerescaredofyou.Whois

shebytheway?”

“Alex’snanny”

“SoAlexhasachild?”

“Hehaskidstheyaretwins”

“Ohnicesowhoisthatbeautifulwoman?”Ihave

beenlookingather.Herhairisverylong,shehasa



beautifulbody.Herskintellsyouthatshehas

money

“Musa”helooksatmelaughing

“Areyoujealous?”Idon’tevenknowwhyheis

askingmeastupidquestion.OfcourseIamjealous

,thatwomandidn’tevenacknowledgemyexistence

I’msureshethinksthatIamoneofLakhe’sone

nightstands

“Ofcoursedidyouseethewayshewaslookingat

youLakhe?Shelovesyouandyouknowit”

“Ididn’tevennoticeit”hesayslaughingIguessit’s

ajoketohim

“Iwantyoutointroducemetoher”

“Areyouserious?”

“OfcourseIamunlessifyouaresleepingwithher”

“Welllet’sgobaby”hesayssqueezingmyass



“YouaremineLakhe”

“Allyoursbaby.Theydon’tmatterbutyouarethe

onlyonewhomatters”

Whenwegettothekitchenwefindthebeautiful

nannymakingherselfsomesmoothies

“OhThembayoumissme

Thatmuchthatyouevenfollow

Metothekitchen”soshecallsherThembafuckme

now

“Musahowareyou?”

“BetterthanevernowthatIhaveseenyou”she

looksatmeWithdisgust

“ThisismywifeMrsNyambose.Iwantyoutotreat

herwithrespectifyouknowwhatisgoodforyou”

shequicklyshrugsandwipeherhands



“GooddaysMrsNyambose”

“HowareyouMusa?”

“IamgoodMa’amhowareyou?”Iwearmy

confidentsmile

“Good”

Alexwalksintothekitchen

“MusapleasegoandcheckonAlexisIthinksheis

vomiting”

“Iwilldothatsir“

Wespendsometimewithhisfriends

“Ihopewewillseeyoumoreoften”Brian’ssays

sadly

“Wewillvisitasoftenaswecan”Irespondtohim

“Justdon’tkeepourfriendtoyourself”

“IpromiseIwon’tdothat”

Theygivemehugs..



WeleaveforJohannesburgIam

SonervousIhavenevermovedfromhome.Thisis

myfirsttime,Ican’tbelievethatIamleavinghome

forgood.

“Areyouworriedthatyouwon’tlikeit?”My

husbandasksmeputtinghisseatbelton

“NoIamjustagitated”

“YouwillloveitbabyIpromiseyou”Isqueezehis

hand

“IknowIwillbaby”

I’mwokenupbyHisstrongarmsaroundme.I

guessIfellasleepwhilehewasdriving.

“Wakeupsleepingbeautywehavearrived”Irubmy

eyesslowly.Theyardhasawaterfall.Thisis

beyondperfection.Icanseethegreytilestheyare

soniceandauthenticthishousehassomeancient



style

“Thembalakheyourhouseissobeautiful”

“It’snotmyhousealoneMoonbeamthisisour

house”

Wetouralloverhishouse,heintroducesmetohis

workers.Theylooklikekindpeople

“Youhaveworkedhardinthislife”

“IdidwhatIwassupposedtodo”

“Let’sgoandcallThembiIamsureanxietyhasover

takenherbody”

“Doyouthinkshewilllikeme?”Helooksme

grinning

“Yeswhat’stherenottolikeaboutyou?”

“Anywayyouaremyhusbandyouhavetobemy

cheerleader”hechuckles

“LetmeconnectwithherviaSkype”afteracouple



ofringssheanswers.Sheisafemaleversionof

Lakhe.Shehasaverydarkskin,shelookslikeone

ofthosemodelsinvoguemagazines

“Daddywhydidn’tyoutellmethatmynewmommy

wasthisbeautiful?”Webothlaugh

“HowareyouThembi?”Iaskhershyly

“IamgoodMrsNyambose!!Godlookatyourskin.

Youmustdomodeling”shesayslaughing

“DonotbeabadinfluencetoyourmotherThembi!

Whenareyoucomingback”sheyawns

“Iwillstartcryingdaddypleasedon’taskme.I

reallymissyou,whydon’tyoucomeandvisitme?”I

canseethatsheisadaddy’sgirl.ThatiswhatIam

tomydad

“Wellnowthatyouhavesaidit.Wewilldefinitely

considerit”



“CanISkypeyouanytimeThembi?”Iaskhersoftly

“YesmommyIwouldreallylovetogettoknowyou

more.Youdon’tlooklikethoseevilstepmothersby

theway”wealllaugh

“HowdotheylookThembi?”Lakheaskslaughing.

Thembiwhispers

“Likeyourmaiddaddy,IswearVuyoisevil”
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Hisprotectivearmisovermybody.Ican’tgetoff

thebed.Thismanhasissues

“Whereareyougoingmywife?”

“Tothetoiletnowremoveyourheavyarmwhichis

aroundme”hechuckles

“Iwillgowithyou”

“Thereasonbeingwhat?”



“Ialsowanttopee”hesaysgrinning

“YouarenotfunnyLakhe,gofirstIwillgoafteryou”

Heisbehavinglikealovesickpuppy

“It’sfinebabyyoucangofirst”

Afteracoupleofminutesthedoorhandlestarts

moving.LuckilyIlockedthedoorbecauseIknow

thekindofamanheis.

“OpenbabyIwanttopeesobad”hisvoiceis

beggingIknowwhathewantsandhe’sgetting

nothingofthat

“Wellifit’sthatbadthenyoushouldgotothe

secondroomandusethatbathroom”

“Mhmbutyouarenotinthattoiletbaby”

“YouaredisturbingmeLakhe”hegroans,he’s

definitelyannoyedbutIdon’tcare.

WhenIopenthedoorIfindhimwaitingonthedoor.

Hepullsmefordeepenticingkissthatmakesme

feelweak



“Goandpee”Isaytohimpullingmyselftogether

“Iwanttopeeinsideyou”

“YouarecrazyLakhe”Iwigglehimoffme.

“YouaresostubbornNom..butdon’tyouworry

becauseIknowhowIcanfixyou”hewhispers

grinning.

“Ihateyourightnow”

“IloveyoumoreNom”

Wespendtherestofthedayworkingonhis

companybooks.

“Iamtootirednowbaby”

“IthoughtasmuchMoonbeam.I’msorryfor

overworkingyou”Igobehindhimandkisshisneck

“YoudidnothingwrongbabyI’msousedtoworking

hard”

“YouaremywifeandIdon’twantyoutoworkhard”

“Don’tspoilme”

“Iwanttospoilyoufortherestofmylife.Comeon



let’sgoandhavesomedinner”

Afterdinnerwegotobed.

Webothwakeuparound8.SinceIcamehereI

havebeenlazytolookforajob.Besidesmy

husbandhatesitwhenIwork

“IneedajobLakhe”

“Ok”

“Okwhat?”

“You’llgetit..maybeyoushouldbemyPA.

YesterdayyoushowedmethesideIwasn’tfamiliar

with”

“ItreallysoundsamazingbutIdon’tthinkit’sa

goodidea”

“Why?”Idon’tlookathimBecauseI’mbusyfixing

ourbed

“Youaregoingtoharassme”itcomesoutasa

whisper



“HowwillIharassmybeautifulwife?”Hespanks

me

“ThatiswhatIamtalkingabout”

“Wellyourdefinitionofharassmentisquitesexy”

“Ohreally?”Iaskgrinning

“Yep..arewegoingtospendourdayinbedbaby”

“IjustfixedthebedLakhesotheanswerisno”he

groans,spasmshitmycorewithneed.Mybody

knowshowtorespondtohisgroans.Hegrabsme

bymybackandplantskissesonmyneck.

“Don’t..StopLakhe”hechuckles

“Ismybeautifulwifewetforme?”

“Yes..pleaseLakhe”

“Pleasewhatmysweetheart?Talktomewhatdo

youwant?”Hisfingerisnibblinginmycore

touchingmywetness

“YouknowwhatIwant”hegrinsdeepeningitinside

mycoreIgasp

“Iwanttohearthewordsmybeautifulwife?Doyou



wantmetosuckyoursweetcunt?”

“Yesbaby”

“Whatdoyouwant?Mymouthonitormycock”

“Yourbigcockbaby”

“Iwantyourcumtodriponmycock”hepullsdown

myshorts

It’sbeentwoweekssinceIcametoJohannesburg.

Iamlovingthisplacealot.Myphoneringsit’s

Thandeka.Idon’tanswerIreallydon’tfeellike

talkingtoanyoneunlessit’smyhusband.

“GoodmorningMrsNyambosesirsaysthatIshould

giveyouorangejuicebeforeyouleaveforYour

10amappointment”

Shehandsmethejuicesmiling

“WhichappointmentVuyo?”

“YouneedtogotoDrDlamini”

“Ohshititnearlyslippedoffmymind”Iquickly

drinkthejuice.



“Doyouwantmetocomewithyouma’am?Ihave

doneallmyduties”

“Nothankyoumylove.Pleasedon’tcookformy

husbandIwilldoitforhim”

“Youdon’thavetoworryMrsNyamboseyoucan

startdoingthechoresafteramonthfornowjust

rest”

“Idonotwantyouguysworkinghard”

“Trustmethemoneyistoogoodforus”weboth

laughasshewalksaway.NowI’mleftwondering

whyThembiedoesn’tlikethissweetwoman.

I’mdrivingLakhe’sfavoriteFerrari.WhenIgettothe

DrDlaminiIfindherwaitingforme.Lakhewasthe

onewhorecommendedherhesaidhedoesn’twant

amantocheckmeout,talkingaboutapossessive

lover

“GooddayMrsNyambose“shepullsoutaform

andhandsittome.Otherswerefillingtheformsin

thereceptionarea,havingarichhusbandcomes



withfavors.

“GooddayDochowareyou?”

“Iamgoodandhowareyou?”

“I’mokay”whenIamdonefillingitthereceptionist

comesandtakeit

“Oklet’sgetstartedMrsNyambose”

“Ok”

“Pleasegotothatroomandpeeinsidethetin.After

thatgivemetheurine”afterthewholeprocessI

giveittoher.Sheputsastickinsideit

“Mhmmpleaselieonthebed”IdoasIamtold.She

putsthecoldjellyonmytummy.

“YourpregnancytestsaysyouarepregnantIjust

wanttoseehowtrueitis”

“NoI’mnotpregnant”shesmiles.

“Canyouhearthat?”Sheaskskindly



“What?”IswearI’mannoyed

“Theheartbeat”

“Whatheartbeat?OfcourseI’mstillalivesothereis

aheartbeat”

“Thatisyourbaby”

“Howoldisit?”

“Threemonths”

“ButIdon’thaveabump”

“Ourbodiesdiffer,Iwillprescribesomevitaminsfor

you”I’mclearlyannoyingher

“Ok”

“CongratulationsMrsNyambose“

“Ok”

I’msoangryatmyselfpeoplewillthinkthatIgot

pregnantonpurpose

WhenIgethomeIlockmyselfinthebathroom and

cry



“Moonbeam”Ikeepquietasheshouts

“Getawayfromme”

“Nomthandazoopenthatdoor”heisgettingangry

“I’mfuckenpregnant”

“Ohthatisgoodthen”hedoesn’tsoundsurprised

“Weshouldhavestoppedfuckinglikerabbitsnow

I’mpregnant”helaughs

“OpenthatdoororIwillbreakit”

Ithasn’tbeenayearsincewemetbutIamalready

pregnant.Thatalonemakesmecringe.

Afteropeningthedoorhehugsmetightly

“Thankyouforthisgiftyouhavegivenme”

“IamnotreadytobepregnantLakhe”hefrowns

“Soyouwanttoabortit?”

“NoIdon’twanttogothroughthateveragain”

“Thankyou”hehugsmetightly

“YouaresqueezingusLakhe”



“Ithinkit’sagirl”

“Samehere”wekisspassionatelyanddeeply.
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HehasbeenmoreexcitedthanIwhenwereceived

thenewsthatIampregnant.

“Donotforgettotakeyourirontabletsbaby”he

sayshandingmeaglassofwater

“Thembicalled”

“YesIalreadytoldherthatyouwerepregnantsheis

soexcitedbaby”

“ShesoundedexcitedI’mgladshelovesme”

“Shedoesn’tevenaskhowamI.Sheonlyasks

aboutyou”Webothlaughsulkingdoesn’tsuithim

“Whatareyourplansfortoday?”Heopenshis

calendar



“Ihaveacoupleofconferencecallstomake.Iwill

attendmeetingsaswellbutI’lltryandbehome

early”

“Thandekaiscomingheretonight,shesaysAlex

willbecomingwithher”hegrins

“Doyouthinkhe’sinlovewithher?”

“IshouldbeaskingyoubabybecauseAlexisyour

friend”

“Idon’twanttobeseenasamanwhoisnosey”

“Butyouarenosey”hechucklessippingmy

remainingwater

“IaskedVuyotomakeusbreakfast”

“Whatarewehavingtoday?Ihopewearenot

havingthosegreensyouhadaskedhertomake

yesterday”

“Ofcourseweareeatinghealthybaby.Idon’twant

anythingtohappentoourchild”

“LakheIwantgreasyfood.Youknowyour

mushrooms,eggsandbacon.TellVuyotomake

thatIamnotgoingtoeatshit”



“Youaresuchatemptress”hesayslickinghis

lowerlip

“Areyoutryingtofuckmeintoeatingshit”he

laughs

“Iambeingforreal”

“Ihearthatmanlovefuckingpregnantwomenhow

trueisthat?”

“IhavenoideaNom”

“Whydon’tyoufindout”Itellhimgrinning

“Jesuswoman..”

Ihavebeenattendingpoledancinglessonsfrom

Kimberley.SinceThembaisnotaroundIwillquickly

drivemyselftoBryanston.

IgettoKim’sstudioontime

“GooddayMrsNyambose”

“EnoughwiththeformalitiesKimsowhatamI



learningtoday”

“Changeintoyourclothesma’am?”

“OkKim”Iwearmyshortandsportsbra

“BerryJuiceIwillplaymotivationrightnow”well

BerryJuiceismypoledancingname

“Yesma’am”Itellher

Sheridesthepoleupuntilthetopend.Shegoes

downwithherlegsbalancingonThetopendofthe

pole.Shetouchesthegroundinthemostsexiest

wayI’veeverseen.Sheglidesonthepolelikea

snakefollowingitspredator.Hereyesarelazily

opened.Thenthemusicends

“WooowKimThatwasawesome”

“Nowit’syourturnberryJuice”

ShestartsthemusicIgotothepoleandtryto

moveupwardslikeherthenIfallflatonmybums.

“Concentrateberryjuice!!Don’ttryandcopyme!!

Beyourself”sheplaysthemusicagainfrom



scratch.

“Don’tcramthemovesonlyberryjuicebreathand

staysexy”afteranhourofpracticingshesmiles

“Untilwemeetagainwearedonefortoday”

“Nokimwearenot”

“YesweareberryjuiceIwillseeyouFridaysame

time”

“Fuck!”

“Ohyesyouwilldefinitelygetfuckedtonight”

Webothlaugh

“ByeKim”

IgethomearoundfivethenIfindmyhusband

shoutingatVuyo

“...wherethefuckissheVuyo?”

“Nyambosewhyareyousoworkedup”heruns



towardsmeIcanseereliefwashingoverhisface

“Wherethefuckwereyou?Whythehellwereyou

notansweringyourphone?”He’sshouting

“Vuyoleaveusaloneplease,NyamboseIwillnot

allowyoutoshoutatmeinfrontofyourworkers

actuallyletmerephrasemystatementIwillnot

allowyoutoshoutatme.Calmdownandtalktome

withrespect.ForgodsakeIamnotyourchildbutI

amyourwife”Ileavehimstandingbytheterrace

andwalktoourbedroom.Heknockslightlyand

opensthedoor

“IamsorryMaKhoza”

“It’sfine”IthinkthisisourfirstfightinfactIam

hatingit

“Wherewereyou?Iwasworriedaboutyou”

“AmIinjailLakhe?Can’tIgooutwithoutinforming

you?Ifthatisthecasethenletmeknow”shouting

isnotinmebutI’mreallyangrynow

“Tellingmewhereyougoshouldn’tbeanissue.

Justincaseyoudon’tcomebackhomeintimethen



itbecomesmydutytolookforyou”

“Whatthefuck?Thatisnothappening.Ihaveother

interestsotherthanstayingathomeandwaitingfor

youtocomefuckmefromwork“hegrowls

“Womanwhatishardaboutyoutellingmewhere

yougo?”

“OksirnowIwanttogotothebathroom.CanIgo?”

“OhpleaseNomthandazostopdishingmeyour

bullshityouknowwhatImean”

“FuckyouThembalakhe”Ibangthebathroomdoor

andlockit

“BetterhurrythefuckupAlexwillbehereatseven”

“Getthefuckawayfromme”

AfterbathingIwearmylongpurplebackoutdress.



Whichhasaverylongslit.Hejoinsme

“Iknowyouareangryatmebutourfriendscannot

seethat”

“Ok”Igivehimthefakestsmileever.Heshakeshis

headinannoyance.HeiswearinghisgreyArmani

suitandablackcrispyshirt

“Whohelpedyouwearwhatyouarewearing?”

“Vuyo..Iwillseeyoudownstairs”Ithrowmymake

uponthefloorasjealousfillsmyheart.Ibreakthe

vasebydroppingitonthefloorthenIcallVuyo

“Yesma’am“

“Idon’tknowwhatcameovermebutpleasesort

thisoutforme”ShelooksatthemessImadeand

crinkleshernose

“Ifyoudon’twantletmeknowIwilldoitmyself”

“OhIwilldothehonorma’amit’swhatIgetpaidto

do.Tocleanpeople’smess”

“Yesandchooseclothesformyhusband”Ilookat

heronceandleaveher



“Lookatyoumisspreggy“ThandekashoutsasI

comedownthestairs

“Ohpleasewomanlookatyou.Yourtummyis

growinggracefully”

Shesqueezesme

“YousmellsoniceNomohmyGodpleasegive

birthtoagirlso

Thatourkidscanbecomelovers”

“Ohyesthenwewillbecomein-lawswhoare

drunkards”

Idomissdrinkingsunbeammustreach9months

already

Alexstands

“MrsNyambosehowareyou?”

“IamgoodAlexhowareyou?”Weshakehandsas

hesitsdown

“Iamgood,thankyouforallowingusinyourhome”

hesaysgently



“Pleasureallmine,thedoorswillalwaysbeopenfor

you”

Thembagrowls

“Youneedtocallfirstbeforeyouinvadeour

privacy”wealllaugh

“Ihearthatyounowhaveabuninyouroven.

Congratulationsareinorder”Alexsayssmirking

“Ohyesmyhusbanddoesn’tshootplanks,right

baby?”

“Yes”

Wecontinueeatingourdinnerasthemendrink

theirwhiskey.

“Soareyouguysserious?”IaskThandeka



“Yesweare,babydaddygavemeablueeyeand

Alexsortedhimout”shesayswhispering

“Whatdoyoumean?”

“HeisdeadNom”

“WhatthefuckThandeka?”

“Inearlylostmybaby”shewipeshertears.Alex

frowns

“Babywhat’swrong?”Hestandsupandrubsher

back

“Nothingbabyit’sthehormones”

“Youreyestelladifferentstory”

Theykisseachother

“Wewilltalkwhenwegethome”

“Ok”heisreluctant

“Let’stakeawalkThandeka”weholdhandsaswe

tour

WefindVuyostillcleaningmyroom



“ThisismybedroomThandeka.Youcannowleave

Vuyo”

“Thiswomanissurroundedbyevil.Ihateher”

“SheisthereasonmyhusbandandIfight”

“Ohfirehermyleader”

“Youseetheclotheshe’swearingVuyochosefor

him”

“Askhimtotransferher.Sheisaviper”

“Let’scontinuewiththetour”

“YourhouseissobeautifulNom”

“ThankyouThandekaassoonasIgivebirthIwant

tostartmyowncompany”

“DoyouthinkLakhewillagreetothat?”

“Iamhiswifenothisdaughter”

Wegobackdownstairsandtalkaboutpreparations



forBrian’sbirthdayparty.

LakheleadsthecoupletotheguestroomwhileIgo

toourbedroomtochange.
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Hefollowsmetoourbedroom.Istripseductivelyhe

pullsmetowardshim

“IwantyoutofireortransferVuyo”hefrowns

“Ican’tdothat,shehasbeenworkingformefora

verylongtimeandshehasbeennothingbutloyal

tome”

“IdonotcareLakheIwantthatwomanoutofmy

houseassoonasthesunrises”

“Youcanaskmeforanythingnotthat.Thatis

impossible”



“Thisismyhousetooisn’tit?“Heyawns

“Thispregnancyisturningyouintoashittyperson”

“It’syourarrogantsperminsidemywombthatis

drivingmenuts”helaughsloudly.It’sasifIama

clownIpushhimawayfromme.

“Yourmouthhasnofilterbaby.Guesswhat

MaNcwane?Iloveyoustill,actuallymorethanever

before”

“IwanthergoneLakhedon’ttestmypatience”

“Shit”Iwalktothewardrobeandpulloutasuitcase

“WhatareyoudoingMaNcwane?”

“It’seitherherorI.Youcannothaveyourbread

butteredbothsides”

“WhatthefuckNomthandazo?Iamnotfuckingher”

“Itlookslikeyoufuckhertome.Henceyoucan’tdo

anythingthatI’maskingyoutodo”hegroans

“Okcoolshewillleaveinthemorning”

“Whatwashardwithsayingthat?Icanseethat

youlikeitwhenIbegyou“



“Shehasafamilytotakecareof”

“Idon’tcareaslongasIdon’tseeherinmyhouse

ornearme”Hebellowsswitchingoffthelights

“Ihaven’tchangedIntomynightdressandyouhave

alreadyswitchedoffthelights.Youlovefighting

me”heswitchesonthelights

“Youhaveenergyfordayshusband”

AfterchangingintomynightwearIswitchoffthe

lights.Heislookingattheotherside.Mymother

taughtmethatonecan’tgobedwithoutfixingtheir

issueswiththeirpartner

“Lakhe”

“Sleepwewilltalktomorrow”

“But..”

“Butnothing”

“Iloveyou”Ikisshischeekhesaysnothing

Someoneiscrying,whenIopenthedoorIfindVuyo

huggingLakhe.Whensheseesmeshedoesn’t



moveawayfromhim.Shelooksatmewithdisgust

“Yahyahit’senoughnowLakhemoveyouhave

beenhugginghersinceforever.Shehassome

packingtodo”mymanlookssadhedoesn’tknow

thekindofawomansheis

“MaNcwane”Ilookathimandsaynothing

“Thankyouma’ammayIpleasecomeandseethe

babyonceyougivebirth”

“Youare..”LakhesaysIquicklystophim

“Youwillhavetotextmeandcheckoutour

availabilitybutI’lltryandmakesurethatyousee

thebaby”shesmilesandgoesdownstairs

“WhyareyoulikethisNom?”

“Shewantsyou”

“Howdoyouknow?”

“IamawomanIcanseeeverything.Doyouwantto

gowithherLakhe?”

“OhmygodWhathappenedtoyou?”



“Youhappened”

Hepushesmetowardsthebedandlocksourroom.

HeyanksdownmyshortsIscreaminshock.Juices

accumulateinmyuniverse

“Sowet!!Allthisisforme!”Hesaystellingme

“Ohyesbaby”

“Iwasn’taskingyoubabyIwastellingyou”his

mouthgoesinbetweenmylegsandhesniffsmy

arousal.Helicks,sucksandfucksmewithhis

tongue.AsI’mabouttocomethereisapersistent

knock

“Maybeit’surgentbaby”Lakhesaysdefeated

“MakemecomeI’msuperclosebaby”asheis

abouttocontinuetheknocksgoesharderhe

surrendersIndefeatandopensthedoor.Ihear

Vuyo’svoiceIcursethatdevil.

Lakhecomesbackafterhalfahour

“YousmelllikepussyItellhimlaughing”Ihave

alreadybathed

“It’smytrademarkmaybegoingtoworksmelling



likepussyeverydaywouldbeagreatideadon’tyou

think?”

“Youaremadbaby”hepicksmeupandkissesme

“Madlyinlovewithyoubaby”

“Thelovegrowseverydayhusband”

“Itisaninfinitylove”hegroansontopofme.Ihave

openedmylegswidelyallowinghimtostayin

betweenthem.

It’stimeforbreakfastRebeccahaspreparedmy

favoriteLakheisangryather.Hewantsmetoeat

thosegreensthatVuyousedtoprepareforme.

ThankGodSheisgone.

“Howdidyousleep?”Iaskmyvisitors

“Likeababyafterpurringforacoupleofseconds”

Thandekasayslaughing

“Itwasmorethanahourbaby“Alexsaysgrinning.

Wealllaugh

“BothofyouarecrazyIshouldinviteyoumore



often”Itellthemlaughing

“TheircrazinesswillruboffonmybabyIdonot

wantthatshitsotheywon’tbesleepingherefrom

nowon”

“Youarecrazyhusband”

“LetmetakeyourhusbandMaNcwanewehavea

lottotalkabout“AlexsayskissingThandeka

“Bringhimnextyear”ItellAlex,Iamnotevenjoking

I’mlikingLakheless

“Thiswomandoesn’twantmeanymore”hefrowns

whilewealllaugh

“YouaremysoulmatebabyIloveyou

wholeheartedly”hekissesmeandleaveswithAlex

“Sothewitchfinallyleft?”

“YesshedidThandekaIamnowfinallyfreeinmy

house”

“I’mgladyouarefreeIseriouslydidn’tlikeher”she

sayssippinghertea



“Ithoughtshewasaniceperson.Sheisagreat

pretender”

“Ihaveathirdeye,Iseerightthroughpeople”

ThandekasaysgrinningIcan’tstoplaughing.Sheis

oneofthosepeoplewhopretendtobe‘woke’

“Shisathirdeye”wealllaugh

It’sbeenaweeksinceThandekaandhermanleft.

BesidestodayI’mattendingmylastsessionwith

Kim.Iarriveontime

“Gooddayberryjuice”

“Hikim”Iamnotinsgoodmoodbecausetodayis

mylastsessionandIwon’tbeingseeingKimever

again

“It’severythingalrightma’am?”

“Iamok,canweextendmyhoursessiontotwo

hours?”

“IwillhavetocallMrsJaytocomealittlelater”

“Pleasedothat”shecomesbackafterfewminutes



“WellSheisnotevenaround.Iwonderwhyblack

peopledon’tcancelappointments”webothlaugh

“Thatisageneralizationyoujustmadethere“

“It’sthetruthtrustmeIknowIworkwithpeople”

AfteroursessionIcanhardlybreath

“Iamgoingtomissyou”shesaystome

“Iwillmissyoutoo.Iwillpasseverynowandthen

leavingyousomelunch”Ipaiddoubleformy

sessionsIhearherscream

“OhmyGodthankyouMrsNyambose”

“Thankyouforbeingpatientwithme”

WehugagainIfeelsoemotionalrightnow.

Mydrivebackisfilledwithloneliness,Iwon’tbe

doingthisanymore.Idefinitelyhavetofindanew

hobby.WhenIgethomeIfindLakheintheterrace.I

knowheistemptedtoknowwhereIamcoming

frombuthewon’task.



“Goodafternoonhusband”Ikisshimpassionately

“Goodafternoonmywife,haveyouhadlunch?”

“NobabyIamstarving”hecarriesmybagaswego

toourbedroom

“Doyouwanttotakeabathfirst?”Heasks

compassionately

“NoIwilltakeashowerwhileyoupreparemy

muesli”

“Youcan’thavethatasyourbreakfastandlunch

baby”

“Lakheyouknowthatthisbabydoesn’tallowmeto

stomachanything”

“Youarerightletmegettoitthen”

AftertakingashowerIwearmyshortdress.It’stoo

hotifitwasuptomeIwasgoingtovagabond

naked.

“Youarealwaysbeautifulbaby”hesayskissingmy

nose

“ThankyouLakhe”



Afterourlunchwegototheloungeandchill.We

needtostartshoppingforourlittlefellow

“Doyouwantustocheckthebaby’sgender?”Iask

himheshakeshishead

“Iwanttobesurprised”

“SamehereI’mgladthatweareonthesamepage.I

wasworriedthatyoumightwantustocheckthe

baby’sgender”

“Iwantustobuyclothesthataresuitableforany

gender.Sonopinkornavyblue”Igiggle

“ThatsoundslikeaplanLakhe”

It’sMondayIwanttogotoLakhe’sstripcluband

talktohismanager.Ineedafavorfromhim

“LakheIwillberightback”IshoutasIleavethe

house

“Youdidn’tgivemeakiss,pleasedriveslow”Irush

backtothehouseandkisshim



“Driveslowlybaby”

“YesbabyIheardyouthefirsttime”

He’sscaredtolosemetheverysamewayhelost

hisfirstwife.Ifitwasuptohimhewouldhave

wantedmetohaveadriverbutIrefused.

WhenIgettothestrip

ClubIaskMabasotofollowme

“HowcanIhelpyouma’am?Iseverythingalright?”

“Yeseverythingisalright.Youdon’toperateon

Tuesdaysright?”

“Yeswedon’tma’am”

“IwanttousethisplacebutI’llneedyoutodomea

favor”

“Iamlistening”

“Wellcallmyhusbandtomorrowaroundthreeand

tellhimtocomehereit’surgent”



“Iamscaredofthebosshewillchopmyheadinto

piecesifhefindsoutthatIlied”

“Hewon’tIwillbehereisn’tit!Ifyoupullthis

throughIpromiseyouIwillgiveyousomethingyou

willnevereverforget”

“Whatisthat?”

“IknowhowmuchyouearnI’lldoubleyoursalary”

“Soundstempting”

“Gowiththeflow.Comeupwithastorythatwill

makehimrushhere”

“Okma’am”

“Thankyou”

Ipassbythemallanddosomeshoppingforour

baby.WhenIgethomeIfindthatLakheisnothome.

“Rebeccawhereismyhusband?”

“Hewenttoameetinghesaidhecouldn’tgethold



ofyou”IcheckmyphoneIfindthatit’soff.I

immediatelychargeit.AftergivingbirthIwillhave

todosomethingformyself.EvenifitmeansthatI

startalandscapingcompany.

Lakhegethomearound00:00am.Ihaveno

strengthtoquestionhimabouthiswhereabouts

becauseIknowthatheworkshardforus.

“Goodmorning”I’mwokenupbyhiswetkisses

“GoodmorningLakhe”Irushtothebathroomand

pretendtobevomiting.Idon’twanthimtohavesex

withmewhileIstillhavegreaterplansforhim

“Areyouvomitingbaby?”

“NoIthinkItwasafalsealarm”

“MustIbringyousomeginger”helooksworried

“NobabyI’mfine,I’mgoingshoppingtoday”

“CanIjoinyou?”

“Nobabyjustrestyoucamebackhomelate”

“Thankyoubaby”hesleepsagain.



Ileavehomearound2wearingsomethingdecent.

InmybagIhaveagoldenthong.WhenIgettothe

clubIaskMonicatohelpmedress.Whilestevefix

thesoundsystem.InsteadofabraI’mwearing

stringsonlythatcovermynipples.Ilovehowmy

makeupsuitsme.

“YoulookgoodMa’am”Monicasayssmiling

“Thankyoumydarling”igiveherboxthathassome

presentforher

“Thankyouverymuchma’am“assheattemptsto

openitI

Stopher

“Openitwhenyougethome”

Mabasocallsmeandtellsmethatmyhusbandis

alreadyhere.Heopensthestripclubwithurgency.

Whenhiseyesfindmehethrowsdownhiscigar

“WhatthefuckNom?”Heattemptstocometoo

closetome.Istophimwithmyfuckmeheels

“Ifyoucomeclosewewon’tenjoythesurpriseI



haveforyou”

“Youlooksogorgeousbaby..damnlookathow

hardIam”Ilookathimandsalivate.

ThemusicstartsIdoallthemovesKimtaughtme.I

taunthimwithmylustpossessedeyes

“CanItouchyoubaby?”Idenyhimthat.Ispreadmy

legsintoaVshape.Hedipshisfingerintomy

universe

“Jesusbaby..youareleaking”mynipplesharden

asheburieshisheadinmyuniverse.

“FuckmeLakhe”heunbuckleshistrouser

“Withpleasure..shit..youaregoingtobethedeath

ofme”
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Thismomentisthegreatestmomentofmylife.

Thandekahasgivenbirthtoababyboy.Noneofus

werewaitingforthat.Itissaidthatthebabywasa

premature.

“Wecanonlyvideocallthembabywecan’tbe

drivinginyourcondition”Lakhesaysmassaging

me

“Whichconditionisthat?”

“Youknowthatyourpregnancyisabitcomplicated.

Stopbeingsoselfish”

“Isthatthereasonyoucan’tinitiatesexwithme?”I

asksnorting

“Yesandyouneedtoeathealthy”

“Iknowit’sthesamesongthatyousingeveryday”

“Youaresomethingelsewoman”Iremovemyfeet

fromhisembraceandgototheoffice.Ihavebeen

busyworkingonhisfinances.Hefollowsmetothe

office

“Youshouldn’tbeoverworkingyourself”Isay

imitatinghisvoice.Hechuckles



“Iwasn’tgoingtosaythat.Iwillbeonaconference

call.Soifyouneedmeyouwillfindmeinthe

Library”

“Okbaby”

AfteracoupleofhoursItake

Walktothepool.IfindLakhesittingunderthetree

smokinghiscigarheislostindeepthoughts.Igo

tohimandbrushhisbackheturnsandfaceme

“Whatareyouthinkingabout?”

“DoyouknowthatAlexkilledThandeka’sbaby

daddy?”

“Thandekatoldmethat”

“Hedeservedit”

“Soyoucondonethatbehaviorofkillingpeoplelike

flies?”

“Iftheydeserveit,whynot?”

“Ihopeyou’llneverkillanyoneandrubitonmy

face”



“Iwouldkillanyguywholooksatyou”

“Youmustbemad”

“Madlyinlovewithyou”hemakesmesitontopof

him

“IwishThembiwouldcomehomealready.Shewas

supposedtosurpriseyoubutheyImustsaythatI

ampissedoff”Ikisshischeek

“Whyisshenotcoming?”

“Sheiscomingupwithstories,Iaskedtoseeher

tummysheisnotpregnant”Ican’tstoplaughingat

him

“Whywouldyouthinkaboutpregnancy?Lakheyou

needtounderstandthatthinkingaboutnegative

thingsshouldn’tbeinyourtop8ofthoughts”

“ShehasbeengoneforsolongIfeellikegoing

theremyselfjusttodragher”

“Leavethechildalone.Isawthetoysyoubought

forourbaby“

“It’safatherlyinstinctthatpushedmetogetit.Do

youlikethem?”



“YesIdo”Itellhimsmiling.Ilovethismanwith

everythingthatIam.Ineverinmylifeimagined

myselfbeingthishappy.

**********

WevisitedLangaamonthagohewasalreadytwo

monthsold,ThelookwegotfromAlexwhenhewas

handingustheboywaspriceless.Heistoobigto

beaprematurebaby.TheloveIsawinThandeka’s

eyeswassodeepitmademesohappy,soonIwill

beholdingmyownbaby.

“Areyouokaybaby?”

“YesandbabyI’msorrythatIcan’tgowithyouto

Durbantogetmymother”

“Whyisthat?”

“OneIlooklikeanelephanttwoIamtootired”he

chuckles

“YouaresobeautifulMoonbeamIcannever

changeathingaboutyourlooks”hekeepson



takingpicturesofmeandheknowsthatIhateitbut

hestilldoesit.Talkingaboutmystubbornman.

“MaybeIshouldjustflytoDurbanthenIwilldrive

whenIamcomingback”

“Sowhenwillyoufly?”

“Iwilltaketheearliestflighttomorrow”hekisses

me

“Thatsoundslikeaplan”

Wespendtherestofourdaytryingtonameour

baby.Mostofthenamesmentionedbymyhusband

arehilarious.

I’mwokenupbyhimbrushingmystomach

“BeagoodbabytoyourmomIwillseeyoulater”he

kissesmytummy

“AreyoublushingMoonbeam?”

“NoIwaswokenupbythekicksofourbaby”Itake

hishandandplaceitonmytummy

“Ain’tthesekickshurtingyou?”Ihavetoldhima



thousandtimesthattheydon’thurtallIcanoffer

himisaneyeroll

“IloveyouhusbandandIwantyoubackinone

piece”

“Ifyouareworriedaboutmedrivingfastplease

don’twasteyourtimebecauseIamgoingtobe

slowaspossibleasIcan”

“Kissmealready”Itellhim

“Sheisverydemanding”

“It’snotmeit’sthebaby”helaughsashismouth

engulfsmewithneed.Hisfingerstracesmycore

“Wewillstophere,Idon’twanttotraumatizemy

baby”

“YouarenotstoppinganywhereLakhe.Continue

babyplease”

“No”hestandsupIthrowmypillowathim

Hechuckles

“Thedoctorsaidwecan...”

“ByeMoonbeam”



Ihavebeengrumpythewholeday.It’snow8pm

andtheyarenotbackyet.Iseeacoupleofmissed

callsfromLakhe

“Sandydidyourbosscallyou?”Iasktheladywho

ishelpingmeout

“Nohedidn’tma’am.Ipreparedyourfavoritedoyou

wantmetodishforyounow?”

“NoIwilleatwhenmyhusbandcomesback”Igoto

myroomandliedown.

Iamwokenup

“Sandysaysyoudidn’teatanything”

“Ohshedid”Irubmyeyesandcheckthetimeit’s

almosttwo

“Doyouwanttoeatnow?”

“Youcamebacklate”

“YousaidIshoulddriveslow.Yourmomisso

fussy”Igiggle

“Why?Whatdidshedo?”



“Shekeptontellingmetodriveveryslowher

husbanddrivesslowerthanme”

“Ohmygod”

“Ourspeedwas60km/h”

Wecouldn’tstoplaughing.NowthathewashereI

didn’tfeellikeeatinganymore.Hegavemea

sandwich

“Havethisbeforewegotobed”hehandsmea

glassofjuice.SoonIwillbegoingbacktomywine

o’clockjustlikeThandeka

“Ican’twaittodrinkwine.It’sreallybeenalongride.

Awholefucken9months”hechuckles

“Iwillstartbuyingyourwinesassoonasourbaby

gettothreemonths”

“AssoonasIgivebirthbaby”

“Okbutyouneedtobreastfeedforatleasttwo

months”

“Iwasthinkingaboutthataswell”

Aftereatingwegotobed.I’mupby10o’clock.



Theshowerisrunning,Imightaswelljoinhim.The

minuteIjoinhimhewalksout

“Lakhe”

“GoodmorningMoonbeam”

“Getlost”

“Ok”

WhenIgettothekitchenIfindmomcooking

“Morningmommy,Imissedyouhowareyou?”She

hugsme

“LookatyouNomthandazoyouhavegrownso

much”

“It’ssogoodtoseeyouhow

Iseveryone?”

“Theyaregood,hhayiboNomthandazoyouguys

wakeupat10thatisnothowItaughtyou.You

haveadaptedtothewesternlifestylethatyou

endedupforgettingwhoyouare”



“It’snotlikethatMa”

“Whatisitlike?”

“Canwejustenjoytoday!I’mhappyyouarehere.

Let’sgoandsitoutsidetheywillfinishup

everything”Ipullherbeforeshethrowsatantrum

“Howismyfatherdoing?”

“Heisgood”

“Andmybrother?”

“Good”

“Whyareyougivingmeshortanswersmom?”

“Iamangryatyou,Ididn’traisealazydaughter.

Youareunemployedandyoudonothinginthe

house.DoesthatmakesenseTofo?”

“Thosearetheperksofgettingmarriedtoarich

man”

“OhIsee”

“Let’shavebreakfastthenwewillgoswimming”



Ihavebeenhavingcrampsfornearlyaweek.Ican

barelywalkproperly

“Lakhe”todaythepainsareintense

“Yesbaby”

“It’stoosore”hewakesupandgoesoutofour

room.Afteracoupleofminutesmomisalready

behindhim

“Tofowhat’shappening?”Iscream

“Mama”shepullsmedownfromthebed.ThenI

justpeeunexpectedly

“OhmyGod”Hecarriesmetothecar

“DrivefastThembalakhe”Ican’tbreathproperlyit’s

toomuch.Iopenmylegsinvoluntary

“Shewillgivebirthsoonsoninlawdrivefaster”

mamasaysrubbingmyback

Thenursesrushtous,myeyesarenowhalfclosed

“Openyoureyesma’amplease”



“Shutup”Ican’tstopscreaming.IfdeathFeelslike

thisthenI’mgone.

“Moonbeam..”

“Don’tannoymeLakhe”

Ihavebeenpushingfornearly2hours.AfterthisI

amnotgoingtogetpregnantagain.

AsharpscreampushesmetopushharderIwant

mybabyalive

“OhMoonbeam”

“It’saboy”thenursesqueals

“ThankyouGod”Iwhisperholdingmymother’s

hands

“IfalakheNyambose”myhusbandsays

“Ifa”Iwhispertearyhistinyhandsaresocute.The

nursewipeshimhecan’tstopscreaming.Ifalakhe

mysonmyreasontoloveandlive.
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Chapter28

HeisjusttheperfectthingIeverhadinmylife.

Tearsofjoyfillmyeyes

“HeyIfalookatyou”Isaybreastfeedinghim

“Heissolightskinned”husbandsayssmiling

“Helooksnothinglikemydaughterthough,hisears

aredarkhewilldefinitelytakeThembalakhe’s

complexion.Heissomuchlikeyoumyson”Mom

tellsLakhe

“TrueHeissomuchlikeme.WemustsendThembi

hispictures”hetakesouthisphoneandstarts

takingpicturesofus.

Momhasbeenteachingmehowtotakecareofmy

son.Heisslowlygettingdarker.Howcanthisboy

disappointmethismuchIwastheonewhocarried

himfor9monthsbuthedecidedtobetraymeand

looklikehisfather.

Ourboyisnowamonthold.Lakhejoinsmeinthe



bathroom

“Baby”

“Noit’snotthreemonthsyet”Itellhim.Hestands

besidesmeandhiserectionrubsonmyass.He

turnsmearoundandkissme.Thenhekneelsdown

andwidensmylegs.Heseparatesmyfoldswithhis

tongue

“Ihavenevertastedsomethingassweetasthis

pussy”hecontinuessuckingmefaster.Icome

screaming

“FuckmerightnowLakhe”

“Ohyesbaby”.Herubsmyfoldswithhisbeautiful

cock

Afterawhileofteasingmewefucklikerabbits.

It’sbeenahoursincewestartedfucking.Wetakea

showerafterwards.

Iwearmylonggreendress,it’scomfortable

especiallywhenIwanttobreastfeedmyson

“Ifastopcrying”Isaysoftlytakinghimfromhiscrib.

Isitonthecouchandfeedhim.Mombathshimat6



inthemorning.Hispamperisstillclean.

Hisfathertakeshimfromme,heimmediatelystops

crying

“Lakhestopturningmysonagainstme”he

chuckles

“Ifatellyourmomthatyoulovehertoo.Thelast

thingwewantistoseemommygrumpy”

“Youareteasingme”

“NoIamnot..yourmomiscallingyou”

“Iwonderwhy,makesureyouhelphimburpbefore

shakinghim”

“Idon’tshakehimMoonbeam”

“Yesyoudobaby”Ikisshimandgotothesitting

room

“Yesmomwhat’shappening?”Iaskherlaughing

“Goodmorningtoyoutoosillygirl”

“Youstillloveme”

“UnfortunatelyIdoloveyou”



“What’shappening?”

“Ihavebeenherefortoolong,Iamstressedabout

whatyourfathereats.Ithinkit’sbestformetogo

backtomorrow”

“Oh”

“Yespleasebookabusforme”

“IwillhavetotalkwithLakhe”

“Oktalktohimmydaughter.Imeanyoursonisnow

amontholdyouwon’tstrugglemuchanymore”

Lakhespentthewholedayatworkhecomeshome

aftersix

“Iamhomedarling”hesayssmiling

“Icanseeyou”webothlaugh

“HereIamtryingtoactallwhitebutyoudecideto

berude”

“Iambeingrude?”

“Yes..nowtellmewhatdidyougetupto?”



“NothingmuchIwasjustsittingwithyourson.By

thewaymomwantstogobackhome”

“Wecantakehertheretomorrow”

“Mysonisstillyoungshewillgobythebus”

“Maybewecanbookheraflight”

“Pleasedothatnow”Igotomom’sroomandget

herID

Afterdinnermomtakesourson.MyhusbandandI

makeupforallthetimeswecouldn’tdoanything.

WhenIwakeupinthemorningIdrinkmypills.

It’sbeentwomonthssincemomleft.Myfathersaid

momcouldn’tstoppraisingthethingswedidfor

her.SadlyLakhedoesn’thaveafamilywecould

havespoiledhisfamilytoo.

It’sbeentwoweekssinceIstartedvomiting.The

fatigueisreallytakingchanceswithme.Ifa

screams

“Sorrybabymommyisfeelingsick”hisnanny

comesintohisroom



“MrsNyambosehowareyou?”

“I’mgoodLindyhowareyou?”

“Iamok,whyismylittlemancrying?”

“IwishIknew”Ihandhimtoherandrushtothe

bathroomtovomit.

WhenLakhegetsinsideourbathroomIgetannoyed

byhissmell

“Thiscologneofyourssmellslikeshit”

“Ihavebeenusingitsinceforeverbaby”

“Don’tuseitok!!Ihateit”Helooksatme

suspiciously

“Ok”hetakesouthiscologneandpromisesmethat

hewillgiveittohisdriver.

AllIwanttodoistoosleep,Ican’tbecausemy

breastsaresoreandIalsoneedtostayawakefor

Ifamythreemonthsoldson.

“MustwecelebrateIfa’sbirthday?”IaskLakhe



“YesbythewayIinvitedourfriendsthisweekend

wewillhaveaminiBraai”

“Ineedtogetagorgeousdress.Carryingmyson

hasmademeshapeless”Isaylookingatmyselfin

themirrorl

“Youarethemostsexiestwomanalive”

“Thankyoubaby”

“IneedtogotoDurbantomorrowIwillbebackon

Friday”

“Whathappened?”

“It’smybusinessbaby,Ithinksomethingis

happening.Someoneisstealingourmoney”

“Promisemethatyouwon’tkillanyone”

“Ipromise”

“Youwon’tbeatanyoneright?”Iaskhimsoftly

“ThatIwon’tpromise”

“Lakhe”

“IambeinghonestMoonbeam”hekissesmeand



takeshiskeysandleave.

***************

It’sSaturdaymorningLakhecamehomeat

midnightbutIamgladthathemadeit.WhenIwake

upLakheisnotinourbed.IgotoIfa’sroomIfind

himholdingourson.Itakeapictureoftheirheartto

heartmoments.

“Helookssomuchlikeyou”Itellhim

“Hesuredoes.Iwonderwhymyparentsnever

lovedmethewayIloveThembiandthewayIlove

Ifa.IhadnosinMoonbeam.Myonlysinwastobe

born.IwanttoprotectmykidswitheverythingthatI

am”

“Youarejustdoingthatbaby.Wewillburythepast

andmoveforward”

“Ihavehealedfrommypast”hesayssternlyas

muchasheisassuringmeheisalsoreassuring

himself

“Iknowbaby”



“IloveyouMoonbeam”

“Iloveyoumorehusband”hekissesme.Onceyou

getmarriedIthinkmorningbreathdoesn’tmatter

anymore.Thatthoughtmakesmelaugh.Whenever

ImistakenlyuseLakhe’stoothbrushIremember

thatIhavehadotherthingsinmymouthwhichare

worsethantoothbrushes.Weprepareforour

celebration.Alexiscomingwithhistwinstoo.

IfixLakhe’stieandmyPrinceCharmingiswearing

hissuittoo.Iknowhistoosmallbutwehadtoget

himonebythewayit’shisbirthday.

Someoneisbangingourbedroomdoor

“Stopfuckingyouassholesweareherenow”that

canonlybeBrian.Myhusbandchuckles

“Gotohell”

WhenweopenthedoorLakhefixeshistrousers

behavinglikehegotlaid

“Iknewityoufuckers,youweregettingdownto

someshit”wealllaugh.Brianissomethingcrazy



BriansnatchesIfa

“Youguysweretraumatizingmyson.Howcould

yougivehimsuchanameThemba.Iwillnameyou

Kukhanya”

“Kukhanyasoundsnice”Itellhim

“Overmydeadbody”Lakhesayslaughingleaving

usbehind.

Briancoughsalittle

“IamsorryNom”

“Forwhat?”

“ThewayItreatedyouthefirsttimeIlearnedabout

you.IbehavedlikeabitchbutnowIcanseewhy

friendlovesyou.Youlovehimtoo.Iamsohappy

forhim”IwipemytearswhendidIbecomean

emotionalfreak

“Thankyou,Ilongforgaveyou.Iloveyourfriendso

muchthatithurts”

“Iknow,let’sgonow”



BriankeepsoncallingIfaKukhanya.Thandeka

looksbeautifulwithlittleThandoonherhands.We

hugandkiss.Thetwinsareplayingwiththekids.

Ifacan’tstopgiggling.

“Let’stakeawalk”Thandekapullsmeaside

“Youlookhappy”Itellher

“OhyesIamAlexislovingmeright”

“Thatisgood,whatwillyoutellThandowhenhe

growsup”

“HewillknowthatAlexishisfather,noonewilltell

himanythingnotevenyouTofo”sheisgetting

aggressive

“Iwouldn’tdaredothat”

“Youlookpregnant”

“Noneverit’sthebabyweight”

“Iamtellingyousweetheart.Idareyoutotakea

pregnancytest”

IknowthatIhaveacoupleoftheminmycupboard.



“Iwilltonight”

Ican’tbepregnant.

Wespendtherestofthedaywiningandeating.

Imadesurethatalloftheirroomsweresorted.The

twinsaresleepingnexttoIfa’sroomwhois

sleepingwithThando.

Igotothebathroomandtakeapregnancytest.

TwolinesIamfuckenpregnantagain.Thequestion

ishowlongamI?

“Lakhe!!”

“Yesma’am”heisstandingnearthedoorlookingat

mewithamusement

“Yougotmefuckenpregnantagainhaaah”heruns

awaylaughing
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Processingthiswholethingbecomesamission.I

ampregnantandheislaughing.Myphoneringsit’s

myfather.Ican’tanswerthephoneIwillhaveto

answeritsomedaywhenI’mnotinabadmood.

IamwokenupbyLakhehishandsareroamingover

mybreasts

“Whendidyougetinbed?”

“Whenyoufellasleep”Helooksatmesuspiciously

“Iwillnotkillyouatleastnottoday.Wehave

visitors,ohGodnomorewineformeagain”

“Let’stalkMoonbeam,howdoyoufeelaboutwhat

hasoccurred.Iknowyouwerenotreadyforanother

baby.Iwillsupporteverydecisionthatyoumake

becauseIhavenopoweroveryourbody.Idon’t

wantyoutofeellikethismarriageisabondage.

Yourhappinessismine”

“I’mkeepingthischild”



“ThankGod”hesayswhispering

“ImaynotbereadyforthebabybutIhavealready

acceptedthefactheorshechosemetobethe

mommy.YesIwilltakecareofourhalf”

“Ididn’tknowthatyouwereapoet”

Igetoffthebedandgetashower.Webothcall

Thembi

“What’shappeningbetweenthetwoofyou?”She

askssmiling

“Yourdadgotmepregnantagain”

“Blessingsuponblessings”shesayslaughing,

Lakhefrowns

“Itwasn’tonpurposebaby”

“Iwishthatwastrue,youareatrickyman”

“WellguysIneedtoseemybrotheryoumay

continuewithyourcatfightsassoonasI’mdone

talkingtoNyambose”

“Iwillgethimforyou”

IleaveThembiandLakhetalking.Mysonhas



alreadybathed.

“GoodmorningNyambose”wetkissesareplacedon

hiscutefacebyme.Heisgrowingfatandheavy.

WhenIarriveLakhestopstalking,he’sfumingsois

Thembiiwonderwhytheywerearguing

“LookatyouNyambose,youaresobeautiful.

Womenwillhavetomarryyou”Thembisays

laughing,wealljoinher.

“Yourfathermissesyouwhenareyouplanningto

comeback?”

“Iwillcomesoon”

Ifastartscrying,heonlycrieswhenhisnappyis

wetorwhenhe’shungry.

***********

IhavebeenfailingtotakecareofIfaIamgladhis

nannyhastakenoverreallygreat.Mysonwillbe

turningoneyearwhichmakesme9months

pregnant.Ihaven’teventoldmymotherthatIam

pregnant.Istaggertohisroom.Thepaininmy



abdomenissomethingIcan’tgetusedto.

“Mama”Hesquirmswhenheseesme.His

excitementisoutofthisworld.Iwouldkillformy

son

“HowareyouNyambose?”Hegiggles.Ikisshis

cheekandtakehimoutofhiswalker.Hehastofit

hissuit.Mymotherisgoingtobeherethreedays

beforehisparty.Lakheboughtalotofthingsforthe

party.IhadtoremindhimacoupleoftimesthatIfa

isturningayearnotsixteen.Hedoesn’tgetitIdon’t

thinkhewillevergetit.Hissuitfitshimperfectly.

“Whatareyoutwodoing?”Everytimemyhusband

speaksmyheartswellswithjoy

“Ifatellyourdaddythatyouareturningonenot

sixteen”hegigglesasifhehasheardwhatIjust

said

“NoonewillchangemymindNotofo”Igrowl



“Don’tcallmethat”hepullsmeforakiss

“Icanassureyouthatitwasnotmyaimtomake

youangry”

“WellIain’t,HowdidyousolvetheAlexissue?”

“Itoldhimtogiveherspace,sheistryingtocomein

termswiththefactthatshelostherjobandAlexis

behindit”

“Iwouldneverforgiveyouifyouweretopullthe

stuntthatAlexpulled”hiseyestwinkle

“WellI’mgladIamnotAlex.Thereismoretothe

storythough”

“Babywhendidyoubecomeagossipingmachine”

“Sinceyouaskedmetotellyoueverythingthat

happensaroundourfriends”Ikisshisnose

“Thatissoamazing”

“AlexthinksthatThandekamightbepregnant”

“Ohreally?”

“Ididn’tsayhewassure,heisjustassuming.”



“Iwillhavetocheckheroutwhenshecomeshere”

Webothlaugh

“Wearenotgoinganywheretoday”Itellhim

“Ineedtolookatthereportsyoumadeaboutour

CapeTownbranch”hetellsme

“Iwouldn’thavebeenabletopullitoutwithoutyou”

“Youhavealwaysbeenindependentbabyyoujust

don’thavetoappreciatemewhenitwasallyou”Ifa

islookingatusblubberingnonstop.Iamleft

wonderinghowLakhelookedwhenhewasyoung.

Mysonisacopyofhim.

*****

It’sThursdaymorningmyfeetaretooswollen.I’m

expectingAbigailtocomeoverformyappointment.

Sheistheladywhodoesmyreflexology.Thedoor

slowlyopens.Lakhegivesmeabunchofroses

“Thankyou”onethingthatIappreciateaboutmy

husbandisthefactthatheneverstopsassuringme,

healwaystellsmethatIamsmartandsexy.Heis



alsoromanticveryromantic

“Youdon’tlookhappy”heknowsmetoowellheis

themanwholovesmewholeheartedly.

“Iamtired,didyouconfirmAbigail’sappointment

baby?”

“Shewon’tbeabletomake,sheistakinghergrand

daughtertotheclinic”

“Ihopeeverythingisalright”

“Shejusthasfever”

“IsIfaawakealready?”

“Yesheisbusyplayingwithyourparents”

“Lakhewhydidn’tyouwakemeupearlier”Iwobbly

fromthebed,mymomwillthrowtantrums.Ireally

forgotthattheywerecomingtoday

“Youweretired”

“Iwillneverheartheendofit,shewillshoutwithout

stoppingandsayIamnotawifematerial”hekisses

me



“Breathbaby,youaremywifeandyouareperfect”.

Wegotakeashowertogether.IfitwasuptomeI

wasgoingtostaynaked.Ifeellikeawhale,already

puttingsomeclothesonmakesitworse.

Whenwegototheloungealleyesareonme

“Heydaddy”Ihugmyfathertightly.Imissedhimso

much

“YoulookbeautifulNotofohowareyou?”

Mybrotherisnexttomymotherbeamingwith

excitement

“Iamgood,thankyouforcoming”myfatherhates

leavinghishome.Himcomingheremeans

everythingtome

“Heysis”hekissesmycheek

“HowareyouKhoza”

“Iamgoodandhowareyou?”

“Good”hetakesIfafromthefloorandcontinues

playingwithhim



“Mama”sheclapsherhands

“YouaresosecretiveMizo’sdaughter.Phelawena

youwillgivebirthanytimefromnowbutnoneofus

knewyouwerepregnant”

“Iwasembarrassed”

“AbabyisablessingNotofo,Iamyourmotheryou

shouldbeabletotellmeanythingyouaregoing

through”

“IamsorryMa”shehugsme

“It’sfine..let’sgoandcheckoutthepartysetup”

shewantstosaymoreIcantellbythewaysheis

behaving.Idon’tknowwhatisstoppingher

“Ok”

Wetalkaboutthethingsthatarehappeninginour

lives.OnethingIloveaboutmymotheristhefact

thatshedoesn’thavefriendsandshehates

gossiping.Thedayofthepartycomeseveryoneis

dressedglamorously.NooneisstealingIfa’sshow.



Ifa’spartywasthebestIdidn’tevengettimetotalk

toThandeka.Thatalonemakesmefeelbad.My

motherhasdecidedtostaybehind

“Lakhewakeup”it’sprettylate

“Areyouok?”Ican’trespondtohimbecausethe

painissointense.Hehandsmemygown.Islowly

getoffthebed.Mywaterbrokethelittlebambino

hasarrived
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FouryearsLater

DidItellyouthatIgavebirthtoaboywholookslike

me.Yeshedidnotdisappointmehechosetolook

likeme

“Heisyourfavoriteisn’tit?”IhearLakhesneering

besideme



“Babywedon’thavetoargueaboutthiseveryday”I

saypackinghisclothes

“KidsnoticeeverythingMoonbeam,youtreat

BukhosibetterthanyoutreatIfa.Stoptryingto

createenvyandhatredbetweenthosetwo”my

husbandhasnotevenagedabit

“Okbabyit’sjustthatsunbeamunderstandsme”

“Youevengavehimaname”

“Ifacantakeminemoonbeam”webothgiggleashe

kissesmedeeply

“IloveoursonsequallyLakhe”hepullsmythong

down

“Thepartywillbegin...”hefillsmeupatonego.

“Tighterasever..mybeautifulqueen”everything

withhimisamazing.IwilldieforyouIsayinmy

heart

“Youarethebesthusbandintheworld”

“Youalwayssaythat”

“ImeanitLakhe”



“Mommyopenthedoor,rightnowmommy”

“Shit!!Canyouhearyoursunbeam”Ipushhimand

fixmyself

“Iamcomingsweetheart”Itellhim

“Hurryupmommy”

Bukhosiissodemanding.Hegetsawaywithalot

ofthingsbecauseheisthelastbornfornow.

WhenIopenthedoorIfindhimnaked.Godforbid

thisboyisgoingtobethedeathofme.His

dreadlocksarefullofpaint.

“Khosiwhatthehelldidyoudo?”

“Don’tshoutmommy,Idon’tlikeyourightnow”he

saysangrily

“Whatdoyouwantmetosay?Lakhecomeandtake

careofyourson”

“Mommydon’tcallhim.I’msorry”

“Youarenot,youapologizedbecauseItoldyouthat

I’llcallhim”

Myhusbandcomesoutandeyeshissonwhoison



ourdoorstep

“Whatthehellisthisthingonyourhead?”

“Ngiyaxolisababa”hesaysshrugging

“Babypleasetakecareofthismess,myhair

appointmentisat11”Ikisshim

“AreyoucryingKhosi?”Hisdadaskshimheshakes

hishead

“NoNyambose”

IwearmycoatandgotoIfa’sroom

“Chocolatecream”hegivesmeagoofysmile

“Mommydon’tcallmethatSibowon’tlikeit”

“ShouldItellAlexthathemustgetworried?”We

bothlaugh

“Nomom,shouldIwearmyshoesalready?”

Thandekagavebirthtoabeautifulgirlhernameis

Sibo.Ifa’seyesalwaysglowwhentheyseeher.



Sheisacoupleofmonthsyoungerthansunbeam

“Yesbabybecauseyouaretoooldtobecarried

now”

HelookssomuchLakheandnothinglikeme.

“IhaveahabitofgettingboredwhileI’mwaitingfor

you”hetakeshistablet

“Thatisagreatidea”

WetaketheFerrarikeyshescreams

“WearetakingtheFerrarimommy,awholefucken

beast”Ipinchhislip

“Sorry”

“It’sokcomeonmyboylet’shittheroad“

“Howmanyminuteswillittakeustogettothe

mall?”Heaskswinking

“Isayfiveminutes”Itellhimgrinning.Mysonisso

grown,myfiveyearoldprince.

“Iwon’ttelldad”



“Youbetternot”webothlaugh.

Wegettothesaloonearlier

“Momsowetooksevenminutesmomthatisso

amazing“

“Don’ttellyourdadplease”hekissesmycheek

“Iwon’t”

Iopenhisdoorhehopsout,weholdhandsandgo

tothemall.

WefindCindybusywithanotherclient.

“HeyNomandthehandsomeNyambose”

Wegreetherbackinunison

“IwanttogoandbuyIfasomemilkshakeIwillbe

rightbackCindy.Youbetterkeepaneyeonhim.I

knowhe’shandfulattimes”

“Iwillpinchhimifheplaygameswithme”

Wealllaugh

“MomI’mnotnaughty”hesaysstompinghisfeet



“Ididn’tsayyouwereNyambose,Ijustsaidyouare

handful”

“Iwilltelldad”

“Ohreally?”

“Letmethinkaboutit”

IbumpintosomeladyIrecognize,sheismore

beautifulinperson

“Sorry”Itellher

“It’sallmyfault”herdarkskinlookswellnourished.

Hegrabsher

“Hi”

“Hi”hehasgrownintoanoldman.He’stheasshole

thatplayedme.Ifeelnothingforhimnotevenan

ounceofhatred.IleavetheloversbehindwhileI

continuewithmydestination

“Ineedastrawberrymilkshake”Ifeeldisturbed

“Sorryma’amit’snextdoorwesellclotheshere”I

chuckleembarrassed



“I’msosorrymymindisnothere”

“It’sok”

WhenIgetbacktothesaloonIfindIfaplaying

gameswithmyphone

“Momwhydidyoubuymeapinkmilkshake?”

“DoesitmatterIfa?”

“Ihateit”

“Butit’snice”

“It’stoogirly”hesaysslamminghisfistonthetable

“Youwilldrinkitnow”hestartscryingwhile

drinkingit.

Cindylaughs

“WhyareyouabusingNyambose?”

“HecanbecontrollingsoIamtryingtotamehim”

Myhairstyleistoonice



“Youlookbeautifulmom”hewhisperssoftly

“Thankyoumychocolatecream”mymakeupisout

ofthisworld

“Cindythankyouwewillcomeafteramonth,right

myson?”

“Yesmom”hekissesCindyonhercheek

****************£***££££*******££

“Driveslowthistimemom”

“AreyoustillangryatmeIfa?”Heeyesmewith

intolerance

“I’mnothappywithyou”

“Iloveyoubaby”heputsonhisseatbeltand

completelyignoresme

WhenwegethomeIfindSunbeambald.Lakhe

didn’tjustdothattomyson



“Sunbeam”Iscreamhelooksatmeandchuckles

runningawayfromme.Irunafterhim

“Igotyou”

“momstop”hegigglesbitingmyfingers

“Whodidthistoyourhead?”hehideshisheadfrom

mewithhistinyfingers

“Yourhusband”

“Goandcallyourbrother“

Aftersomeminutestheybothcomeinsidethe

bedroom.

“Stripandgetsomesleep”

“Idon’twanttosleepmama“Ifasaysplayingwith

hisdreadlocks.Sunbeamisalreadyonthebed.I

removemycoatandremainwithmyshort.

“IfalistentowhatIsayforonce”Ipositionmyself

inapositionthatwon’truinmymakeup.

Weallsleep,by6pmIamalreadyup.Iwakethe

boysupandbaththem.Theywearblacksuits.My



husbandwalksinwearinghisgreyArmanisuit

“Everyoneisalreadyhere”hesoundsannoyed

“Wewokeuplate”Igivetheboysbananas.

AfterfresheningupIwearmycreamdresswitha

longslit

“Iwillkillpeopletonight”Lakhesayswithaserious

voice

“Keepmeonyourside,thisdresswillalsogiveyou

accesstoyourgoods”Ilaughkissinghim

“Thusgross”Ifasayswealllaugh.Iholdhisright

handwhileLakheholdsKhosi.Wegodownstairs

holdinghands.Wedoagrandopening.Alleyesare

onus.Wearecelebratingouranniversary!sixyears

ofmarriage.Thandekalooksawesomewithher

husband.

“ThusThembi”Iscreammovingmygazetotheleft

“Ohmygoshyouknewshewouldbehere”Irushto

her.She’sfinallyhome

“Ihavefinallymetyoubaby“



“Heymommy”

Wehugeachothercrying.Khosiisclingingonme

cryingtoo

“Womenandcrying”Ifasaysmockingus.

“Wewilltalklater”Thembisaysleavingwithmy

sons.Theywilllbond,theymustbond.They

recognizeher,becausewefacetime

Herallthetime

“Baby”

“Mhnm”

“Accompanymetothetoilet”hesayspushinghis

handinsidemydress

“StopitLakhe”Igigglemovingawayfromhim.

Wedon’tsaysomespeeches,thatishowwedo

thingshere.It’s2ampeoplearestillpartying.Lakhe

andIareoutside.Thembiapproachesuswitha

goodlookingguy.

“DadmeetmyboyfriendMbusoMkhize“



“Howareyousir?”

“Ok”howcanonehavea

Voicesosexythatitmakesmystomachcurl.

“Howareyouma’am?”Itrytogivehimmyhand

Lakhestopsme

“Thishandonlytouchesyoursons”

Weleavethemstanding

“Whyareyoumean?”IAsklaughing

“Hecan’tjustshowupwithoutmeetingmefirst

duringtheday”

Wegotothebathroomandgetaquick.

IgotothebalconywhileLakhegetsusdrinks.Heis

behindmewithhiscockbrushingmyass

“Lakhe...what..”Igettonguetied

“Alongwithafuckenwhoreyouareagolddigger?

Mybeautifulporcelaindoll”

“Moveawayfrommeyoupsycho,youdon’teven



knowme”

“YousaidyouweregoingtofuckmeupuntilIcan’t

walkyouneedtoliveuptothatpromise”

“Iamgoingtotellmyhusband”heholdsmetightly

“Ican’twaittofuckyou.WhenIdothatIwillmake

surethatIleaveyoubeggingformore.Icanseethe

lustandthecuriosityalloveryourface.Iwantyour

cuntonmyfaceandmytonguefeastingonyou“he

letgoesofmyarmwhilehiseyesarefullof

confidence

[05/24,08:34]Lynne:Dirtypassions

Chapter30.5

MbusoMkhize

Myheartsqueezeswithpain.IbelievedZwelakhe

buthesurelyplayedme.Ipulloutmyphoneand



callhim

“HeySkeem”

“JustshutthefuckupZwelakhe!Youliedtome.

Youpieceofshit”

“WhatthefuckdidIsay?

“Iamwithher?”

“Whoareyouwith?”

“Thatladyfromthatnight”hesighshighly

“ShitleavethathousenowMbusoherhusbandisa

verydangerousman”

“Hewouldn’thurtme”

“Whydoyousaythat?”

“BecauseIamwithhispreciousdaughter“

“IwasprotectingyouMbuso.Don’teverlookathis

wife,hewillkillyouslowlybutsurely”

“ItoldherthatIwanttofuckher”

“Isthereanexitnearby!Runforyourliferightnow”

“Iamnotacowardyouknowthat.Ineedthat



womanasmuchasIneedmybreath.Ifyouwill

excusemeIhavepeopletosee”

“MbusoItoldyounottogoafterThembi,nowyou

aregoingforherstepmother”

“NottodayPastor”

Myeyesroamaroundthepeople,thesepeople

surelydoknowhowtoparty.IspotThandekathe

womanwhousedtodomyaccounts.Theonly

thingthatmademetostopworkingwithherwas

thefactthatshewasdenyingmetheaccesstotalk

toherfriend

“OhmywordMrMkhizehowareyou?”Shehugs

mesoftly

“Iamallgoodhowareyou?”

“Goodit’sbeenlong!”Shesayssmiling

“Definitelywhatbringsyouhere?”Iaskher

“Tocelebratemyfriend’sanniversary,Ihaveto

introduceyouguys”



“Ohthatwouldbelovely”myheartpinchslowlyat

thesightofthegoddesswhoistalkingtomy

girlfriend

“WaitformehereIwillberightback”Thandeka

sayslaughing.

“Okdarling”

Inavigatetothebarandordersomebourbon.That

isDefinitelypurequality.Thereasonshemarried

himwasbecauseofhismoney.

WhenIturnaroundIcomefacetofacewith

her.Goosebumpsbreakonherskin

“Doyoustillremembertheguywhocarriedyou

homewhenyouweredrunkthatnight?(Laughing)

yousaidyouweregoingtofuckhimupuntilhe

can’twalk”Thandekasayslaughing.Wealllaugh

sherubsherelbows

“I’msorryforwhatIsaidyearsback.Ihopeit’snot

goingtobeawkwardforbothofus”

“No”Itellherasmyeyesroamoverherbeautiful



bodywhichIwanttoindulge.

“MyhusbandiscallingmeNomIwillberightback”

Thandekasaysleavingusalone.

“Ididn’tlikewhatyousaidearlier.Ihopeyouwon’t

saythatshiteveragain.Myhusbandisa

dangerousmanandIwouldhateitifyouweretobe

buriedbehindourbackyard”shesayssmiling

“Idoubtthatisgoingtobethecase”

“Goodbye”shesayssmiling.Iwhisperafuck!!I’m

Harderthanever.Theneedtoconsumeherisjust

toomuch.Ineedher,IthoughtIwasoverherbutI

hadliedtomyself.Seeingherhasevokeddeadly

passion.I’driskitallforher.I’dturnstonesand

fightforher.

Itisnow4ampeopleareleaving.Ilookformy

girlfriend.Iseeherstandingwithherfather.When

sheseesmeshesmiles.Sheisinlove.Ishould

havelovedher.



“Daddysaysweshouldsleepover?”

“Thatisnothappening,youcan’tmoanunderyour

father’sroof”shegiggleshidinghercutefacefrom

me

“Ididn’tthinkthatweweregoingtomakeouttoday”

Imovemyknucklesonherbareback

“HowcanIresistthisbeauty?Youareeverythinga

manwoulddesiretohave”sheheaves

“OkIwillberightback”shegoesbacktoherfather

Ourdriverisalreadywaitingforus.Ipullhercloser

tome

“Youaresobeautifulsweetheart”

“ThankyouMbuso”shesmiles.

Idon’tseemyselfleavingher,sheisadefinitionof

awifematerial.

“Whatareyouthinkingabout?”Shewhispers

kissingmesoftly

“Iwouldlikeyoutomarryme”sheopenshereyes

wildly



“IknowyouarenotreadyTbunny.Iamtalking

aboutthefuture”

“Iwillmarryyouinfuture”ourtonguestangleasI

pullherpantiesdown.

“Mbuuuuso”

“Shhhh”

“Let’sgethomefirstplease”Ipullbackrespecting

herwishes.She’snotwildbuttooconserved

“Okbaby”

WhenwegethomeIpushthedoorcarryingher

“Ican’twaittotasteyoufuck”

“Baby”Iripherexpensivedress

“OhmyGod”shewhisperslaughing

“Iwillbuyyoutenmore”ourtonguestangleaswe

kiss.UpuntilItastecopperinmymouth.Mytongue

movestoherbellybutton.Ilickitgoingdowntoher

freshlyshavenpussy.

“Mine..thiswetnessisallforme”shegroansasI

dipmyfingerinsideher.Shegripsmetightly.Iwill



neverforgetthedayItookhervirginity.Shewasthe

onlyinnocentandpurethingIhadwhenmylifewas

fuckedup.

“Allyoursbaby”Iplaywithherclitandlickitslowly

andsoftly

“MyGodMbuso”

“YesIamyourGodbabyyougotthatright”Ipinch

herclitshecomescrying

“Iamdying”shetriesrunningfrommeIpullher

“Wearenotdone”

Iopenherlegsslowlynotlosingtheeyecontact.

Shesquints,Ijustcan’tgetusedtohertightness.

“Thisis...ohshit”Iclosemyeyesdeepening

myselfinsideher.Igoslowlyinsideher..fillingher

upinallhercorners.Shebitesmyshoulderasshe

shudders

“IloveyouMbuso”shesaysclosinghereyes.I

carryhertoourroomandkissherforehead.



BeforeIknowitthesunhasrisen.Itakeaquick

showerandgotomyundergroundgym.Aftera

coupleofsets.Ihitthetrademill.Ineedtogetover

NomthandazoIcan’tbejerkingoffusingher

pictures
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Hepullsmytopliplookingdeeplyinsidemyeyes.

Worrywavesforasecond.

“Areyousureyouareokaymoonbeam?”Iwantto

tellhimwhathappened,IamscaredbecauseI

knowhowThembifeelsaboutherboyfriend.

Nothingmakesmefeeluncomfortableotherthan

beingaroundhim.Idrawinmybreathalittle

“Iknowwearenottraditionalpeopleandwehardly

followourculture”henods

“Iamlisteningtoyoubaby”Iswallowalumpinmy



throat

“WellIwasthinkingthatMbusoorBusaniwhoever

hisnameis.Shouldn’tcometothishouseupuntil

hepaysLoboloforThembi.Ireallyfindit

disrespectfulforhimtoberoaminginthese

premiseswhilewedon’tevenknowwhoheis”

“Aboutthatwedidabackgroundcheckonhim.He

ownsalawfirmandThembisaystheymetathis

lawfirmwhichisinCanada”

“Goodforhim”Idistastehisachievements.Maybe

Lakheshouldjustkillhimandburyhim

Behindourbackyard

“Thembiloveshimdeeplyifwesayheshouldn’t

comehereIknowforsuresheisgoingtohateus”

“WeareZulusNyambosewedon’tdothingsthe

modernway.Youaretheheadofthefamilyyou

knowwhatisrightforus.Weneedtoprotectour

virtueanddignity.Thatboycan’tbecomingintoour

housejustlikethat”

“Youhatehim”



“Idon’t”Imoveawayfromhim

“What’swrong?”

“NowIcan’tevengiveyoumyopinionsbecause

youwillthinkthatIhatepeople”

“We’veneverbeenpeoplewhofollowtradition.For

thesakeofyourhappiness.Iwilldowhatyouask

metodo”Imovebacktohimandwrapmyhands

aroundhim

“IamdoingthisforusLakhe,ourfamily”

“DoyouthinkBunnywillwanttomovebackhome?”

“Shehasto,weneedtospendtimewithher”

“Iwillcallhernow”

Hekissesmedeeplywhilehishandsareroaming

allovermybody.HeyanksoffthegownthatIam

wearing.Hiseyesblazewithmylustwhilehis

handscupmybreasts.

“Oh..Lakhe”hecupsmysexslowly

“Icannevergetusedtothiswarmth.IloveyouNom

Iwoulddoanythingforyou”hepushesmylegs



apartanddipshistongueinsidemyuniverse

“Lakhe..Iloveyoumyhusbandsomuch..shit”I

curseashesucksharderandfasterIwillcomeany

minute

“Mommyopenthedoor”Jesussunbeambangsthe

door

“Fuck”

“Fuckhim”LakhesayswithannoyanceIcan’tstop

laughing,heisinsultingitson.

“FinishmeoffhecanwaitLakhe,Iwassuperclose”

hepullsdownhisshortsIcan’thelpitbutadmire

whatismine.Ifindmyselfgrinning.Heslidesinside

myworth

“DaddyIwantmymommy”hestartswailing.

“Iwon’tbeabletoconcentrateLakhegetoffme”

“No”

“Jesusmangetoff!!”Ipushhimlaughing



“Iwilljustgoandwank.Ican’tspendthewholeday

withblueballs”

“Thatisasin”hekissesmeroughlyandfast.He’s

clearlyannoyed

“Fuckit”hesaysgoingtothebathroom.Ifixmy

myselfandopenthedoor

“Mommyareyoualright?”Ipickhimupandputhim

onmylap

“Yessunbeamwhat’shappening?”

“Yourmouthhasscars,it’sswollen”

“OhIdidn’tnotice,whywereyoucrying?”

“Idon’twanttosleepwithIfamommyIwantto

sleepwithyouagain”daddycomesoutofthe

bathroom

“GoodmorningNyambose”hesaysgreetinghisdad

“HeylittleNyambosehowareyou?”

“Good”helooksdownandplayswithhisfingers

“Whydoyouwakeusupearlyinthemorning?”



“Iwanttosleepwithmommyagain”

“Thatisnothappeningmyboy.GoandcallIfa”he

getsoffmylapandgoesoutofourroom

“Maybehe..”

“ThatisnothappeningNomthandazo”

“Butbaby..”

“NohellNo!HewillsleepwithIfalakhe”

“Mysonlooksstressed”

“Toobadhewillgetusedtosleepingwithhis

brother”

“Mhnnn”

“Thatboyalwaysmessesup

Mychancesofgettinglaid.IfhesleepswithusI

swearhewon’tgivemeachancetosleep

Withyou”

“Youarecrazy”Itellhimhecan’tbejealousofour

son.



“Aboutyou,yesofcourse”

TheboyscometogetherIfagoestohisdad

“Goodmorningbaba”Lakhekisseshisforehead

“Heysonny”Sunbeamgiggles

“Mendon’tkiss”hesayslaughing.Lakherunsafter

himandkisseshim

“Stopdaddy”hesayslaughing.

Theboysgoandbathwiththeirfather.Ifixourbed

andruntheerrandsaroundourhouse

Lakhereceivesacallandwalksoutofourroom

fasterthanusual.Hecomesbackaftertenminutes

“Baby”Iturnaroundandlookathim

“Yeshusband”

“Yourmotherhasbeentryingtogetholdofyou.I

thinkyoushouldgohometoday”



“WhathappenedLakhe?”Helooksatme

Rubbinghischin.NowI’mgettingmorenervous

“IthinkIshoulddriveyouhomenow”

“Withthekids?”

“Notheywillstaybehind.Theyhavetogetusedto

theirsister”

“Oh”

Ibathveryfastandwearmylongflimsydress.

MymakeupisnotdoneLakhehasalreadypacked

awholebigsuitcaseforme

“WhypacksomanyclothesformeLakhe?”

“Youwillneedthem”

Helocksmyhairbehindmyear

“Iloveyou”hewhispers

“Ok”

Isaygoodbyetomykidswhowanttotagalong.As

soonastheirfatherpromisesthemawhiptheyrun

tothehouse.



HedrivesmehomeIcan’ttalkaboutanything

becauseIamsonervous

“IsmyfatherokLakhe?”Ittakesmeallthestrength

Ihavetoquestionhimthat

“Yes”

“Mymom?”

“She’sok”

“Mybrother?”Heraiseshiseyebrow

“Reallynow?”

“Babyyouarenotsayinganythingpleasebearwith

me.I’msupernervous”

“Closeyoureyesforamomentwewillbehomejust

beforeyouknowit”

I’mwokenupbyLakheAround3.Wearehome

“Wakeupsleepyhead”

“Getlost”hegetsoutofthecarandopensthedoor

forme



“Iloveyoustill”

“Iloveyoumore”

Mymotherwelcomesmewithakiss

“MaNcwaneyoulookbeautiful”shekissesmy

cheek

“Thankyoursoninlaw”Ileavethemandlookfor

mydad.Heisinthesittingroomreadinghisnews

paper

“Ncwane”

“Ndodakaziukahle”

“YesbabawhereisuNcwaneomncane?”

“He’sattendinghislecturers”Iheaveasigh

“Alliswell?”

“Gotoyouroldroom”Irushtomyroom

Andopenit

“OhmyGodwomanIhateyou”Isayrunningtoher.

Shestandsupandhugsme



“Tofolookatyou?”

“Tenyearslater?Areyouforreal

Nokuthula?”Shegigglesshyly

“Ineverstoppedthinkingaboutyou”

“Comeletme

Introduceyoutomyhusbandbeforeheleaves”I

dragheroutside

“LakhethisisNokuthula”Lakhesmileskissingher

hand

“ThankyouforgivingmyTofosomehappinessI

willrest..”

“Ohdon’tevenmentionitThulayourfriendismy

everything”

Ifindmyselfsmiling

“Jesusthisfeelslikeadream”Isayscreaming

“Itoldyouthatyouweregoingtoneedmore

clothes”



“IwillberightbackNono”

“BabyIwillgobacktothekids.Iamgoingtoleave

withyouthecar“

“Thatisabsolutelyagreatidea”wekissdeeply

beforeheleaves.

AfterdinnerNonopullsmeforahug

“Iknowyouhavealotofquestionspleasedomea

favorjusthugmewhenwesleep.Wewilltalk

tomorrow”

“ButImissedyou”shegigglesherfaceshowsa

littleflashofpainwhichquicklydisappears

“Imissedyoutoo.Wakemeupat5am”shegetson

thebed.AfterswitchingoffthelightsIjoin.Hertiny

bodyisinsidemyarms.

Wewakeupateight

“Whydidn’tyouwakemeupearly?”Shecomplains



“Wellyouwereresting”

“IknowyouthinkthatIabandonedyou.Ineverdid

,whenIgottoDubaiIhadnoplacetosleep,at

timesIwouldsleepunderbridges.ThatagencyI

hadgonewithwasn’tformodelingbuthuman

traffickingluckilyIquicklyescaped”

“OhmyGodNono“

“Onedayamanhadmercyonmehehiredmetobe

awaitress.Iworkedmyassoff.Iwantedmoneyfor

returningbackhome.Iservedacustomer.Hewasa

handsomeman,darkandtallguys”

“Youbitch”webothgiggle

“IknewIhadtodohim,wellTofoIplayedhardto

getupuntilwestarteddating.Hewasaperfectguy.

Ineverlackedanything.Hiscompanymovedhimto

WashingtonDC.Hebeggedmetocomewithhim.

Thesexandthefinancesweregood.Iwastoo

inlovethatweendedupgettingmarriedatLas

Vegas”

“Soshe’smarried”shesmilesfaintly



“Iwantedtocomebackhomeherefusedme.

StephenchangedTofohestartedbeingabusive.He

tookmyphonesanddeactivatedmyaccountsafter

ItriedrunningfromhimsoIcouldjoinyouinDubai.

Hecaughtmeattheairport.Hesmashedmyhair

ontheground.Bloodwasallovertheplace”

“Holyfuckenshit”

“Ilostthreepregnanciesbecauseofhim.Mywomb

gotremovedbecauseitwastooscarred”

“Whereishe?”

“Deadmaybe”

“Ihatehim”

“Metoo”

“Howdidyouescapehim?”

“Ibeggedhimtobringmebackhome,ItoldhimI

wantedmylastdaysinmyfather’shouse”

“Justlikethat?Imeanwhatwashardbefore?”She

coughsslightly

“Iamleftwithtwoweekstolive.Ihaveadeadly



cancerTofo”sheremovesherwig

“No”

“ItoldhimIwanttosaybyetomysister”Iwail

loudly

“TakeyourtreatmentpleaseNoniyoucan’tleave”

shecriestoo

“It’stoolate,Ihavebeenlongingfordeathbecause

ofStephennowhereIamwishingthatIcouldlive”

Ican’tstopcrying
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Sherubsmyrightcheeksmiling,it’sasadsmile

“Don’tfeelsorryformeplease,Ihateitwhenpeople

dothat.Ineedyoutodomeafavor.IknowIhavea

fewdaysbeforeIdie.Theleastyoucandoformeis

totakemeoutasmuchasyoucan”Iswallowmy

criesmumblingafuck



“Idon’twanttoloseyou”

“Youwillcarrymewhereveryougosweetheart.In

yourspiritandinyourheart.Justsitonthebedand

tellmehowyoumetthishotmotherfucker”she

grins,Ican’thelpitbutlaugh

“MustIincludetheexplicitscenes?”

“Youdidn’thavetoask,I’msureI’mtightasa

Virgin”webothlaugh.

“Soareyouplanningtoknockitoffinbetweenour

outgoingdays”

“Idon’twanttodiehavingwebsinbetweenmy

thighs”shegigglessadly

“Oklet’sgototheclubtonight,Iknowforsureyou

willgetsomeone”

“DoIlookfine?”Honestlyhadshenottoldmeshe

hadcancerIwasnevergoingtotell

“Youarefirebaby”

“YouaresokindbutIdon’tneedthatkindnessnow

butIneedyourhonesty”



“IambeingtruthfulNono“

ItellhereverythingabouthowImetmyhusband.

Beforeweknowitit’smorning.Wedecidetotakea

propernap.Wearewakenupbymyringingphone

“Husband”

“Sunbeampeedonourbed”hisvoiceisfullof

annoyance

“Oh”

“Youcan’tjustsayOhNom”

“WhatmustIsayLakhe?”

“Givemeapermissiontospankhim”

“Oh”

“ThatohagainIsannoyingme”

“Youstillloveme”

“Yesterdaywascoldwithoutyou”

“Iwillbebackbeforeyouknowit”

“Iwon’tspankhim”



“Thankyou“

“Iloveyou“

“Iloveyoutoo”

TwoweekspassedbyfasterthanwhatIhad

expected.Wehadtakenpictureseverytimewewent

out.Sheevenmadeoutwithacoupleofguys

“Nom”sheshakesmealittle,Ihaven’tbeen

sleepingwelllately

“Yesbaby”

“Pleaseholdmyhand”shesayssoftly

Iswitchonthelightandlookather

“IloveyouNom,mysisterforlife”tearsescapeher

eyes.She’sgaspingforair

“Mama!!Baba!!”Iscreamshechokesonsaliva

“Foreversi..”Ican’tstopwailing

Howcanliferobmeofsomethingsoprecious?



“Letherrestsis”momwhisperspullingme

backwards

“Iloveher”

“Shelovedyoutoo”sheisnomoreIhavetopickup

thepiecesandmoveon.

Twomonthslater

Suckupthepainanddon’tcutyourwrists.My

husbandhasbeenthereforme

“HowareyoutodayMoonbeam?”Heaskskissing

mynose

“Goodbaby”

“Thekidsarecomingbackfromthecamp”

“Ireallymissedtheirinsanity“

“Theymissedyoutoo”

Iwalktothegardenandmyhusbandfollowsme

“Don’teverletmegoLakhe”



“Iwillneverdothat!Youdidn’thavetosayit”he

kissesmyforeheadandgoesformylips.

Thekidscomebackaround5,myeyesmoveto

sunbeam

“Mama”excitementswimsinmyeyes

“Youaresohandsomeson”

“Imissedyou”Ikisshischeek

“Imissedyoutoo,Ifacomehere”

“Whereismyfather?”

“Heisinsidethehouse”

“Ok”herunstothehouse.Ifahasalwaysbehaved

likeaman.HehatesitwhenItrytopamperhim.

Thepaininhereyesisstillembeddedinmysoul.I

willneverforgetthefactthatIoncehadafriend

whomIlovedlikeasister.Thembalakhehasn’t

beenworkingforthewholetwomonthshehas

beentakingcareofme.

“Thandekawantsyouguystogoout”Lakhesays



smiling

“Oh”

“Ithinkitwilldoyougood”

“Ithinksotoo”

“Iboughtyouadressit’sonthebed”

“JoinmeasIshowerhusband”

Hewalkstowardsmewithhiseyesfocusedonme

likeIamhisprey.

Ihadforgottenhowniceitistomakeoutinthe

shower

“Iloveyou”hemumblesbitingmyear

Iwearmychampagnedresswhichisnotthatshort.

MyPradaheelsareredbottomsIknowThandeka

willkillmeforslayingthismuch

“Youlooksogorgeous”hesayskissingme

“Thankyouforthedress”hegrowls

“Can’tIjustcancelthisplanofgoingout?”



“Thatishighlyimpossibleteddy”

“Youaretoogorgeousbaby,theybetternoteyeyou

orelseI’llpullouttheireyes”

“Thatisagoodidea”

Itakemycarhestopsinfrontofit

“Pleasedon’tdrinkanddrive”

“Iwon’thusband”

Myphoneringsit’sThandeka

“Howfarareyou?”

“Hellotoyoutoo”iamsuresheisdefinitelyrolling

hereyes

“I’mwaiting,youwillfindmeinourprivatebooth”I

laughcausinghertogiggle

“Yousureknowhowtoavoidsomeone”

“Iwillgreetyouwhenwemeet”

“IfthusthecaseI’mfiveminutesaway”

“Iwillmakethattenknowingyouverywellyoujust



lefthomebecauseyouweremakingoutinthe

showerwithyourhusband”

“Fuckyou!”Shescreams

“Nosisyouwerefucked”

Idropthecalllaughing

AfterfifteenminutesIparkmycarinthebasement.

IfindThandekadrinkingbrandy

“Heywoman”shesayssqueezingthelifeoutofme

“Soyouarenowdrinkingwhatthebossesdrink?”I

askherlaughing

“YouknowhowAlexis”

“Howhaveyoubeen?”

“Ihavebeensurviving,Iamtakingitonedayata

time”shenods

“IamreallysorryNom”shesqueezesmyhand

“Canwestoptalkingaboutmylosses”shenods

gulpingherbrandyatonego.NickiMinajAnaconda

plays



“OursongThandeka”Ipullherdownstairs

“Ohyesit’sabouttogodown!Let’sgobitchandhit

thedancefloor”

“Ohyes”

Thandekatwerkscausingeveryonetolookatus.

Ijoinher

“OhyesNomjustlikethat,wearevirginsherenot

mothers”Igigglemovingtothebarwithsweat

drippingonmyforehead

“Higivemeasexonthebeach”Itellthebarman.

Hiscologneconsumesmythoughts.Fuckmenow

“Youknowthewayyoudanceremindsmeofthe

veryfirsttimeIsawyou”

Herubsmycheekandkissesit,laterhislips

tracesmylips.Heswallowsmymouthatonego.

MoistbuildsupinbetweenmylegsIpullawayand

slaphim

“Youwanttofightthisuh?Ineedonenightwithyou

thenIwillletyougo”Islaphim



“Leavemethefuckalone”Irunupstairsandtake

mypurse.Hefollowsmelikealostpuppy

“IknowyouwantmeasmuchasIwantyou.Give

meachanceIswearYouwillneverregretit”

Hegivesmehiscard

“Howthefuckdoyouwanttofuckthemotherand

herdaughter”

“Webothknowthatshe’snotyourdaughter”

“ThosearedirtylustfulpassionsMbuso.Idon’t

wanttodothisIcan’tcheatonmyhusband”

“Whathedoesn’tknowwon’tkillhim”

Heopensmycarandpushesmeinsideit,IknowI

havetofighthimbutIcan’tbecauseI’mtemptedto

dothiswithhim.Hishandsfindmythongandtears

it.

“Iamgoingtoeatyounow!Tellmetostopnow

becauseonceIstartIwon’tstop”howcanthisman

besosinfullybeautiful



“SowetasIexceptedshitqueenbeauty”
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Hismouthdrinksallmycome.Iamleftathismercy.

HeiswhatIwant.Aftercomingforthesecondtime

helooksatmewitheyesdrowninginlust.I’m

damnedbythiscreatureinfrontofme

“Ilikeyousomuchtofuckyouinthiscar”

“Oh”hesmilessadly

“TheyarealotofthingsIwanttodowithyouqueen

beauty.Iwanttomakelovetoyou.Iwanttoturn

yourworldupsidedown”hegetsoffmewipingmy

thighs

“Thankyou”

“IamtakingyourthongwithmeIwillforeverhave

thismemoryembeddedinmymind”

“Oh”Ifindmyselfblushing



“Idon’twantthistoendtonight,Ihavelovedyoufor

nearlysixyears”

“ThatisobsessionMkhize”hesnortslaughing

“NotreallyIalwaysthoughtthatIwasgoingtoend

upwithyou.Lookattheuniverseunitingusina

weirdway”

“It’squiteweird,Imeanyouwillmarrymydaughter

soon”

“Weird,forbidden,dirtypassionswearethat

beautiful”hesaystwistingmyhair.Hemumbles

somethinginFrenchsmellingmyskin

“Whatwereyousaying?”IaskhimasIswellwith

curiosity

“Mhmmit’snothing”

“Youareweird”

“I’mmemorizingyoursmell.Iseeyoustudiedat

UKZN”

“Youhavebeenstalkingme”

“NotreallyIactuallythoughtyouhadnothing”



“YouthoughtthatIwasagoldigger.Thatiswhat

yousaidwhenyoufirstmetme”annoyancefillsup

myheart.Ishouldhaveslepthimthatnight

“Iguessangertookoverme.Iwasreallyashamed

withthewayIbehavedaroundyou.Idon’twantto

hurtyoueveragainwhetherwithwordsoractions.I

amreallyforthewayIbehaved”

“Areyouthiskindofagentlemanoryouare

pretending?”

“NoIamnotwhatyouseeiswhatyouget”

Myphoneringsit’sThandeka

“Whereareyou?IamworriedIwasabouttocall

Thembalakhe”shehuffs

“IwassmokingwhereIparkedmycar”

“Youdidn’thavetogotothebasementtosmoke.I

willbetheresoon”shedropsthecallafterclicking

hertongue.



“Isthatyourfriend?”Itakeoutmyperfumeand

spraythewholecar

“Yesbye”

“Iwillwaitonyourcallpleasedon’thurtme”Igiggle

“Getthehelloutofhere”hespanksmyassand

leaveslaughing.Shecomesdraggingthesmoke

fromhercigarette

“Younearlygavemeaheartattack.Yourhusband

wasgoingtoskinmealive.Youareold

Nomthandazooldenoughtopopouttwobig

headedboys.Yetyoudon’tfindthereasontotell

methatyouaregoingout.Whothefuckdoesthat

Nomthandazo.Youhavereallydisappointedme.I

wassoscared,totopthatupyouwerenotfucken

answeringyourphone.(LookingatNotofo)amI

crazynowNom?Ain’tyougoingtorespondtome?

NowIsoundlikeamadperson”

“Youarenotgivingmeachancetorespond

Thandeka”



“IknowyouhatearguingbutIampissed”

“Iamsosorrymyfriend”

“Whatisthetimenow?”

“It’s2am”

“Wehardlypartyupuntilthistimeright?”Weboth

laugh

“Sincewebecamemotherswehaven’tbeen

partyingmuch”

“ThathastochangeNom,IamstillyoungAlexwill

babysitwhileIgroove”

“Soundslikeagreatidea”

Shelightshersecondcigarette

“DoyouthinkIamtoodrunktodrive?”

“Idon’tknowThandekabutIthinkcallingAlexisa

goodidea”shelaughstakingoutherphone

“Babycomeandpickmeup,Iamdrunkandhorny,

UberbecauseifIUberI’llfuvkthedriver”shedrops

thecalllaughing



“YouareharassingAlex”

“Blamehimbaby,hesayswhenIgoouthewill

alwayspickmeup”

“Thatishowagentlemanbehaves”Itellher

laughing.ShegetsinsidemycarwhileIdriveusto

hercar

“Yourcarsmellslikesex,don’ttellmethatLakhe

fuckedyouinthecar”

“What?”Shegiggles

“Iamjokinglookatyouallnervous,butyour

perfumesmellssuperstrongit’slikeyouarehiding

someevidence”

“Youaremad”

“YoubetternotcheatonLakheorelseI’lltellhim”

“Whatareyouonabout?”Shelaughs

“Don’tmindmeI’mtoodrunk”aftersomeminutes

shestartssnoring.

Alexarrivesafterhalfahour



“HeyNom”

“HeyAlex..takeyourwifeshe’ssuperdrunk”he

laughs

“Willyoubeokaytodrivealone?”

“YesI’mnotdrunk“

“Iwilldrivebehindyou..andmakesurethatyouare

safe.Thankyouforkeepinghersafealthoughit

wassupposedtobeherwhowassupposedtolook

afteryou”

“Youdon’thavetoworryaboutthat”

“ThankyoubutIwillbeatpeacewhenIleaveyouat

yourdoorstep”

Igetinsidemycar,hedrivesbehindmeupuntilI

gethome.WhenIgethomeIchangeintopajamas.

AfterbrushingmyteethIgotobed.

“Stopwakingyourmomupsunbeam”Ihearmy

husbandreprimandingthem.Ican’treallyfacemy

husbandI’mtooembarrassedandyesIfeelguilty.

IfeelguiltybecauseIenjoyedwhatMbusodidto



me.

Iwakeuparound12,afterhavingsomeshower.I

godownstairsandIfindmychipmunkswatching

TV

“Mommy“theybothruntome

“Daddysaidyouweresick“Ifasaysfoldinghis

arms

“Iamoknowpumpkin.Whereisyourdad?”

“Hetookyourcartocarwash”

“What?”

“Hetookyourcartocarwash”

Myheartbeatsfast

“Whendidheleave?”

Iaskthemtheybothleavemegoingtothekitchen.

Lakhecomesinafterahour

“Someoneleftatieinyourcar”heeyesme

suspiciously



“Really“

“SorryforbeingparanoidbabyIthoughtyouhad

cheatedonme.IcalledThandekashesaidyou

gaveherPAaliftafterhegotsuperdrunksohe

mighthaveleftitinthecar.Iknowhisgay”hesays

smiling

“Yeshemighthave”

“WhotoldThandekathatpartyingwithacolleague

isagoodidea?Hewillneverrespectheragain”

“NoteveryoneisuptightlikeyouLakhe”hekisses

medeeply

“Iknowyouwillnevercheatonmebaby.Itrustyou

wholeheartedly”hekissesmemoredeeply

“Guysnogetaroomurghthisisjustgross”Ifa

growlswhile

Sunbeamisgrinning.

“Let’sgetaroomwifey”

“Ineedtomakethemfood”



“Areyouguyshungry?”Lakheasksthem

“nodaddy”sunbeamsayssquirming

MybodyissosoreIcanbarelygetoffthebed.Isee

anoteandsomefoodnearmybed.Afterwashing

myhandsIeatfast.Thismandidtearmeapart.

Myphonerings

“Hello”

“NomthandazoI’mdisappointedinyou.ThankGodI

liedbutIwilltellyouthiswhoeverheisjuststop

beforeitgoesfurther”

“Thandekait’s..”

“Don’ttellme,Iamagainstinfidelity.Don’ttellme

hisname,don’ttellmeanythingaboutyouguys.I

donotwanttobetrayLakhe.ButIknowIwillbury

oneofyou”

“I’msorry”

“It’sfineIhatelyingtomyhusbandNom”

“Iknow”shedropsthecallwithoutsayingIloveyou.



Theboyshavestartedgoingtotrainingwiththeir

father

Ifacomestomeshirtless

“Mamalookatmysixpack”

“OhmyGodsonyouaresohandsomeandfit”

“Iwillprotectyoumommyfromeveryoneand

anyonewhowilltryanddisturbyourpeace”

“Iknowmyson”

“WhatamIhaving?”

“Eggsandavocado”

“Yummypleaseaddbacon”

“OkNyambose”

It’sbeenaweeksinceIlastsawMbuso.Isendhim

atexttellinghimtomeetmeatahotelinMonte

Casino.WhenIgetthereIordersomechampagne.

Whenhegetsinsideouren-suiteheswallowshard



“Ihavebeenwaitingforthismoment”Iwanttoend

whateverwasabouttobegin.

“IwanttotellyouthatwecannotdoanythingIlove

myhusband”heclencheshisjawcomingtome.

“Really?”Heaskssmiling,hissmileisdeadlyand

dangerous.Iswallowhard

“Yes”hekissesmyneckImoan.Heunzipsmy

dressasIfacetheotherside.Ican’tstophim.I

wanttofighthimbutmybodykeepsonbetraying

me

“Shehasnounderwearunderneath!Fuckmenow”

hesayswithhisvoiceharderthanbefore.Hepicks

meuplikeI’mnothingspreadingmylegsapart

“Soshavensoclean“helicksmeup

UntilIshake.Ifhellsfeelslikethisletmeburnthere

“Iwilltellyouwhentocome”hesaysslappingmy

ass,hestripsnakedfastandIhearhimtearinga

condom.Hedeepenshimselfinmyuniverse

“Fuck..“IfeelhimhittingmyGspot

“Iwanttodieinsideyou.Sotightwefitwell



together!Jesus!!“hestartsmovingslowlywhile

ourtonguesarebusymakinglovetoeachother
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Attimeslifegivesyouwhatyouwantbutyouare

hardlysatisfied,it’seitheryougrabitwithbothof

yourhandsoryoujustaddalittlebitofdangerinit.

Myphoneringsit’smyhusband.Iquicklyanswer

myphone

“Heybaby”

“Moonbeam,areyougood?”

“YesIamgoodhowareyou?”

“Good,theboysandIwillberunningahourlate.Do

youwantmetogetyouyourfavorite?”

“Yesbabypleasekisstheboysforme”

“Seeyousoon”whenhedropsthecallIcan’thelp



Itbutcrylookingformydress.

“What’swrongNomthandazo?”Mbusoaskslooking

atmewithhiseyesconsumedwithworry

“Ican’tdothisMbusoIlovemyhusband”

“Ok”

“Okwhat?”Hesaysnothingbutgetsoffthebed

“It’sallmyfault,pleaseforgiveme”hesays

apologizing

“It’sminetoo”curiosityledmetothis,Ishouldhave

nevercalledhim

IdrivehomecryinghowcouldIbeanungrateful

bitch.It’snotlikethereissomethingI’m

Shortwith.

WhenIgethomeItakeaquickshowerandcallmy

mother

“HeyNcwane”

“Mamahowareyou?”



“I’mgoodandyousisi?”

“I’mnotgoodmama,everythingisamess”Istart

crying

“Whathappened?Isthefamilyok?Whathappened

?KhulumaThandaza”sheisalsogettingworried

“MamaIcheated,Ican’tstopI’mtrying.IloveLakhe

butIcan’tstopmyselffromgoingtothatguy.It’sa

forbiddenlovenonotlovebutadirtypassion”

“OhNkosiyami”

“MamaIcan’tstopIwantto

Stop,pleasehelpmemama”

“Whatisimportantisyourmarriage.Stopwhatever

youaredoingwithanonymous.Iwillcallyou

tomorrow”

“Thankyoumama”

AssoonasI’mdonetalkingtoherIgotobed.I’m

wokenupbykissesonmyface.Whenmyeyes

openthehandsomefaceisstillbusyplasteringme



withkisses

“Sunbeam”

“AreyouokMama?”

“Yesnanahowareyou?”

HowcouldIwanttomessupmybeautiful

matrimony.

WhendinnercomesLakhedishesupforus.

“WifeIhavetotellyousomething”

“Isitbadorgood?”

“Itwilldependonhowyoutakeitmylove”

“Ok”myheartbeatsfast

“IamgoingtoDubaiI’llbethereforthreemonths”

“Woow”

“It’sworkMoonbeamI’lltryandcomebackearlier”

“Arewegoingtogether?”Iwilldowellwiththe

changeofplace



“NoI’llbebusy,youcangotoDurban.Ifyouget

lonely”

“Whycan’twecomewithyou,theboysandIwill

stayathomewhileyouwork”

“It’snotgoingtobesafefor

Youandtheboys”Istartcrying

“Ican’tstaythatlongawayfrom

Youbaby”

“It’sworkNomIcouldhavegonewithyou.Youdo

knowthatIloveyou.YoucancallThembishecan

staywithyouinthemeantime”

“Noit’sokI’llstayalonewiththeboys”hecarries

metobed.Wesleepcuddling.

Ican’tprocesswhathesaidyesterday

“Sowhenareyouleaving?”

“Iamleavingtomorrow”hesayslookingaside

“YoutoldmeyesterdayLakhe!Whydidn’tyoutell



meearlier?”

“Iknewyouweregoingtobeangry”

“Fuckmerightnow”

“ThatIwilldonow”

“FuckmerightnowLakhe!WhosaysI’mnotangry

now”hecaressedmycheek

“AtleastIwon’tbeabletoseethatsadness

Moonbeam.Iloveyousomuch,Icandoanything

foryoubaby.Seeingyouangrywilldefinitelyhurt

me”

“Thenstay”

“IfyouaskmethatIwilldoitbaby,butIdon’tthink

I’lleverforgiveyoufordenyingmeachancetobuild

anempireformyboys”

“Lakhe”hewipesmytearswithhisthumbs

“Sayitbaby”

“IWishyounothingbutsuccessonyourjourney”

“Iloveyoumoonbeam”hekissesmedeeply



“Iloveyoumore”

Wemakelovethewholedaytheboyshavebeen

knockingnonstop

“Iloveyouhusband”hekissesmynosecarryingme

tothebathroom

“Ilovemetoo”

“Youhavesomuchpride”

“TellmesomethingIdon’tknowmywife”hesnorts

whileIgiggle

“Youguysarefinallyoutofyourroom”Ifasays

throwingatantrum

“Mommywehavebeenknockingonyourdoor”

Sunbeamsayssadly

“AndIhavebeenavoidingyou”Itellthem

Wealllaugh.

Aftereatingwegoforaswim

“SodaddywhenareyoucomingbackfromDubai?”



Ifaaskspassinghimaball

“Soonson”

“WhenissoonThembalakhe?”Sunbeamshouts

“Wellhenowcallsmebymyname”myhusband

saysshrugging

“SunbeamI’llspankyouifyoucallmyhusbandby

hisnameagain”

“NomommyhisnameisThembalakhe“hesays

running.Irunafterhim.Ican’tbelievethatthis

smallboyrunsfasterthanme.

“Tonightwewillsleepinonebed.Sincedaddyis

leavingtomorrowmorning”

“Yesandnofartingboys”

ThenextmorningIwake

Lakheup

“Iwilldriveyoutotheairportbaby”



“Let’sbathtogether”

“Okbaby”

Hepullsmetohimandkissesmefastandroughly.

Hisfingerstracemycore.Icomeonhisfingers

afteracoupleofseconds

“OhmyGodLakhe”

“YesIamyourGod”Ishakemyheadcontinuously

ashefillsmeup

“Jesus!!“Iscreamscratchinghisback

“Heisnothere”

Afterourshowerwegetready,whenweheaddown

stairs.Igettheboysfromtheirnanny.

“Daddywhatareyougoingtobringus?”Sunbeam

sayssmiling

“Anythingyouwant”Lakhesayslaughing

“DadIloveyou,wewillmissyou”

“Metoo”



WhenwegettotheairportIkiss

Myhusband

“Takecarebabyyoubettercomebacksoon”

“Iwilltry,IloveyouNom”

“IloveyoutoosthandwaSam”

Hegoesitandturnsbacktolook

Atus.Ican’tstopblowingkissesathim
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Thedrivetoourhomeisfullofnothingbutsilence.I

alreadymissmyhusband.

“Mommywhenisdaddycomingback?”Ifaasks

sadly

“Hewillbebackafterthreemonths”



“Whenisthreemonthsmommy?”Sunbeamasks

“90days“Itellhim

“Wellthatisalongtime,Ialreadymisshim”

“Youdonothavetoworrywewillcallhimeveryday

myboys”

“It’snotthesame”Ifasayskillingourjoy

“OkIthinkweshouldgotoDurbanandseeyour

grandparentshowisthat?”

“Ohyesandgrandpaalwaystakesmetothebeach”

“Beachitis”Ifasaysgroaning.Helookssomuch

likehisdadwhenheisannoyed.

Whenwegethomewepack,afterpackingImake

somelunchforthem.

“Mommyareweleavingtoday?”

“Noifalakhewewillleavetomorrowmorning.Ihope

Youhavepackedeverythingyoumightneed”

“Yeswedid”.Ourdaygoesslowlythehouseis



lonelywithoutmyhusband.Itellthemaidsthatwe

areleavingthefirstthinginthemorning.It’sbeen

longsinceIlastspoketoThandeka.Idon’tblame

herbecausewhatIdidwasreallywrong.Itisin

timeslikethesethatImissNokuthula.Shewasmy

sisterforlifenowlifeislonelywithouther.BeforeI

knowit,it’salready8pm,Ifindmyboyssleepingon

mybed.Iamwokenupbythem

“Momhurryupplease”theysayscreaming.WhenI

checkthetimeit’ssixam

“Youcan’tbeserious”

“Ohweareserious,superserious“Ifasays

laughing.Theirfathercallsaftertalkingtothemhe

dropsthecall.

WehavebeeninDurbanfor

Twoweeks.Idomissmyhouse,Lakhehasbeen

callingmeeveryday.

“Tofoyouareleavingalready?”Mamaaskslooking

atourbags



“YeboMa”

“Ihopeyoulistenedtomyteachingssis.Areyou

stilltalkingtothatguy?”

“IblockedhisnumbersMamawearenolonger

talking”

“Thatisgoodbabygirl,yourfatheriswaitingfor

youinhisstudy”

“OhokwewilltalkbeforeIleave,Mapleasemake

surethatmyboysareready”

“Yourlittlebrotherisdoingthat”hereyesaretelling

adifferentstory

Ismileandgotomydad’sstudy

“Baba”

“MaNcwaneyourmomsaysthatyouareleaving

today”

“YesNcwane,Iwillmakesurethatwekeepin

touch”

“Ithinkyoushouldleavetheboysbehindsinceyour

husbandisaway”



“IneedthemwithmeBaba“

“WehardlyspendtimewiththemIthinktheyshould

staybehindI’llmakesurethatIwilltakethemtothe

beacheveryday”

“OhIwillaskthem”

“Theyaretheoneswhoaskedmetotalktoyou”

“Somyboysarecunninguh?”Helaughs

“Wecansaythat”

Igototheirroomandfindthemsleeping

“Ifaareyousleepingoryouarepretendingtobe

sleeping?”TheysnorelouderwhenIopenthe

blanketstheygiggle

“Soyouwanttostaybehind?”

“Yesmommywewillcallyoueveryday”sunbeam

sayssmiling

“Iwilltakecareofhimmommy”Ifasayslaughing

“OkIwillmissyou”

“WewillmissyoutooTofo”Sunbeamsayssmiling



“Mhnm”theygivemesloppykisses.Igotomy

room

“Donotallowtemptationtoruinwhatyouhave.You

haveahandsomehusbandwholovesyouanda

familythatlooksuptoyou”

“Yesmommy”thewholefamilyaccompaniesmeto

mycar.

WhenIleavehomeDJKhalidftSZAplaysloud

makingmehappy.Igethomearoundthreepm.

Aftertakingahourbath.Icallmyhusband

“Imissyoubaby”hesmiles

“YouarebackfromDurban?”

“YesIneedtosmellyouonmybed”hechuckles

“Wherearetheboys?”

“Theywantedtostaybehind”hefrowns

“Oh”



“WhatwasIsupposedtodoLakhe?Theywantedto

staybehind”

“Ijustdon’twantyoualone”

“Whatisthatsupposedtomean?”Histemple

throbs

“Idon’twantyoualonefinish”

“Ohmygod”

“Gotoourbedroomnow”Istandupfast

“Youwilllistentomelike

Agoodgirlthatyouare”Igiggle

“Okdaddy”hesmirks

“putyourphoneonthestand,removeyourclothes”

Iswallowharddoingwhathetoldmetodo.

“Spreadyourlegsformebaby”hiseyesaregetting

smaller.Hetakesouthiscock.It’ssothickit’s

leakingIfindmyselfsalivating

“Touchyourclitbaby,shitimaginemefuckingyou

withmytongue.Damnityoucan’tcumnow.Pinch

yourclitformebaby.ShitIwillcomeanysecond



fromnow”

“OhLakhe”

“Righttheremoonbeam,Iknowit’sbuildingup.

Comeformesweetheart!”IswearIseestarsIhave

nopowertodoanythingIjustclosemyeyes.

Iwakeuplaterthanusual,aftertakingashower.I

gotothemalltocheckonthesecondspathatI

recentlyopened.IamnotpleasedwiththeincomeI

get.

“Howareyouma’am?”

“IamnothappyMinnie,youareinafuckenmall

youshouldbehavingmorecustomersthanourspa

inkelvin.What’shappening?”

“Iwishweknewma’am,Iknowthatwewillmake

moremoneyfromnextmonth“

“Howsureareyou?”

“Wewillworkharder”

“Doyouguyssmilewhenyouseethecustomers?



Doyoutellthemaboutourspecials?”

“Yeswedo”

ItakeourtelephoneandcallThomas

“Heysister”hisaccentmakesmelaugh

“HeyThomasit’sabouttimeyouinstallcamerasin

myspa.Theoneinthemall.Wellwillyoubeableto

comewithinthenexthour?”

“Yessister,doyouwanttheonesyoutoldme

about?”

“YesThomas”

“OkIwillseeyousoon”

Thomasarriveswithinanhour

AndinstallsthecameraswhileIambusy

calculatingtheincomeandexpenses.Theinvoices

arenotpleasingme.

Lakhehasbeencallingmeeverynight.Icallmy



kidsandtellthem

ThatImissthem.ThemaidsareonleaveI’m

startledbyaknock

WhenIopenthedoorIfindMbusooutside

“Whatdoyouwant?”

“Weneedtotalk”

“Wehavenothingtotalkabout”

“Thehousehascameras.Youwillmeetmeatour

guesthouseinlessthanahourorelseyouwon’t

likemyretribution”

“Ok“helooksatmeasifhewantstokillme.What

didIgetmyselfinto.AfteracoupleofminutesI

walkoutofmyhouseandgothatplace.

ThemomentIstepinsidetheroomhismouthison

me.Itrytopushhimbuthe’snotgivingmethat

opportunitytofreemyselffromhim.Hishands

moveintomypanties

“Wetasalwaysohshitbaby”beforeIknowitweare

bothnaked.Hefucksmesohardthatmymuscles

getsore



“youaremine“hesayskissingthetoppartofmy

lip.

“Ihateyou”

“Yourpussylovesme”

“Don’tcomeclosetomeeveragain”

“It’seitheryougivemewhatIwantorelseI’llruin

you”

“Youareobsessedwithme”helaughs

“It’smorethatobsessionTofo,youaremydrugI

craveforyou!Ineedyoumorethananything.I

swearIamnotlettingyougoupuntilI’mdonewith

you”hepartsmylegsandlicksourcumwhichis

combine.Heunzipshispantsagainheinserts

himselfinsideme

“Ihavealwayswonderedhowyoufeelwithouta

condom”asIamabouttocumhepullsoutand

leavesmecrying.

WhenIgethomeIbathfast.Ican’tstopcryingI

ruinedmyownlife.

IhavebeensleepingwithMbusoeverydayfor



nearlytwoweeks.Ifeelsodirty.

It’sbeentwomonthssinceLakheleft.Myphone

ringsit’sMbuso

“Yes”

“Let’sgooutImissyou”

“IfIdon’twant?”

“Iknowyoumissmetoo”Ilaugh

“Ohshitwheredoyouwantustogo”

“WecandrivetoHartebeespoortIneedtounwind”

“Okletmegetready”

Iwearmyjeansandgolfshirt.

ItakeanUbertoMonteCasino.Ifindhimwaiting

forme.HeisdrivinghisblackRangeRover.He

opensthedoorforme

“Youlookgood”

“Whythankyou”

“Yousmellgoodtoocomeonlet’sgetgoing”



“Don’tIalwayssmellgoodMbuso”

“Youdowhenyouhavemycuminyou”

“Fuckyou”

“ThatIwilldo“

“Howisthebusiness?”

“EiishIamdealingwiththemostdifficultcaseever.

IfIwinitthenIwillbethehappiestpersonever”

“Icanimagineyourpain,Iknowyou’llwinit”

“Thankyouforbelievinginme”

“Pleasureallmine”

Wehavebeenchillingfornearly6hoursbeforewe

knowitit’s11pm.Myphonerings

“Whereareyouwifey?”

“Iwentout”heisbackohmyGod

“Cameherelongtimeago.Iwantedtosurpriseyou”

“OhmyGodI’mcomingnow”.Mbusodressesup

fast



“Heisgoingtokillme”Itellhim

“Nohewon’t”
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Hekeepsonsmilinglookingatme

“Whatisyourproblem?Mbusomyhusbandis

goingtokillme.Youarebusymakingfunofme”he

chuckles

“Closeyoureyesbeforeweknowityouaregoingto

behome”

“Godhelpmenow”

“Ithoughtyouwerenotabeliever”

“Shutthefuckup”

HeisfindingthisamusingI’mdoomed.

HewakesmeupafterhalfanhourI’msurehewas

flying.



“Getwhateverisintheback,Iwilldothetalking”

“EiishMbuso”

“Bethegoodwifeyouwishyouwere,let’sgo“that

statementfeelslikeaslaponmycheek

Thereareabunchofflowersandthejustmarried

boards.

“Youguysarefinallyback”myhusbandsays

smiling.Iputeverythingdownandcry

“ImissedyouLakhe”

“ShhhbabyI’mbacknow,youdon’thavetocry

anymore.Mbusohowarethewedding

preparations?”Ineverknewathingaboutthis

“Allgoodsirthreeweeksfrom nowshewillfinally

beaMkhize”thisfuckerisgettingmarriedandhe

didn’teventellme.

“YoureallylovemydaughterMbusoandIam



gratefulforthat.Youhaveallmyblessings”

“Hedoesloveher,sincewedidn’tseeanyplaces

thataresuitableforyourweddingwhereisthe

ceremonygoingtotakeplace?”

“IspoketoBab’Nyambosehesaystheweddingcan

takeplacehere”

“Yeswewilldothedecorationsinthismansion.I

swearit’sgoingtobespectacular.Iwillgoallout

formydaughter”Inodrepeatedly

“Iwillleaveyoutorestsir”hesaysleaving

Lakhekissesmedeeply

“Iloveyouwoman”hetearsmypairofjeans

“JesusLakhethoseareexpensive.Youmissedme

much”



“Everyfuckenday,Ihadtoquicklywrapitallup”I

takeouthisthrobbingmanhoodandlickitslowly.I

swallowhimashecomeshepullsmyhair

“Shitshit!!Yourmouthissogoodbaby”hefucks

melikeacavemanonourstairsIcanfeelbruises

formingonmyass.Hecontinuouslyspanksmyass

untilit’sred

“Lakhe!”

“YouareallmineMoonbeam.Iwon’tshareyouwith

anybody.Iwillkillanyfuckerwhotriestoplay

gameswithyou.AndifyoudarecheatonmeIwill

slaughteryouslowlyandsurely.Iwillcuteverylimb

ofyourswithoutanyremorse”

“Iwon’tcheatonyou”

“Thoughtasmuch”hechokesmeonthewalland

fucksmelikeamaniacicomeconsecutively

“Comeonmycockbabydon’tholdback”

HecarriesmetoourbedroomIamsosoredown

there

“Weain’tsleepingbaby,Ican’tgetenoughofyou



moonbeam”

Hestripscompletelysmiling

“Imissedyou”

“ImissedyoutooLakhe”heeatsmysorepussyI

cryinpleasure.

“I’mtiredofcoming“Igroansleeping.Iwakeup

around7hestillontopofme

“youhaveastaminafordays”hechuckles

Hecarriesmetothebathroomassoonasheis

done

HebathesmewhenhetouchesmycoreIsquirm

“IamsoreBaby”hekissesmyforehead

“Imissedyoutoo”

Wespendthewholedaysleepingandfucking.My

Backissorenow

“Youarewalkingfunnymoonbeamwhatwillthe

kidssay?”



“FuckyouLakhe”hechuckles

“ThatIwilldolater,getinthecarImissmyboys”

“Iwillstaybehind”

“Areyousureyouareokay?”

“YesIwillseeyoutomorrow”

HeleavesforDurbantogetourboys.

Mbusocallsme

“Youstupidfoolwhatdoyouwantfromme”

“Areyouokay?”

“Whydoyoucare?”

“Iwasjustcheckinguponyou”

“Youcan’tgetmarried”

“Why?”

“BecauseIsaidso,youarenotmarryingher”

“Youaretheonewhodecidedtomarryanoldman

soleavemethefuvkalone”



“OkMbusocongratulations“

“Nomthandazo..”

“NevercallmeagainIswearifyoudomyhusband

willcastrateyou“

“Ok”

LakhethreatenedmeIknowforsurethathemeant

everywordhesaid.

Threeweekswentbysofast,Thandekaishelping

Thembiwithhermakeup

“YourdressissobeautifulThembi”Itellherkissing

hercheek

“Thankyoumama”

IhavetriedinitiatingaconversationwithThandeka

butsheisgivingmeonewordanswers.

Ileavetheirroomsippingmycocktail.Theboys

lookhandsomewiththeirsuits



“Let’stakeaselfieboys”Itellthem

“Girlsandselfies”Ifasayslaughing

Myhusbandjoinsuswereallylookgoodtogether.

“Ilovethesepicturesbaby”Lakhesayskissingmy

cheek

“Samehere”

TodayIfeelsad,Ireallyfeelalone.Theceremony

willbeginsoon.Iwalktothebathroomandgrab

myrazor.Ineedtoenditall.Thevoicesinmyhead

aretoomuchtobear.Thebladerestsonmyvein

Iamlostinbetweenlifeanddeath.Idonotsee

anythingletalonemovemyeyes.Ithurtssomuch

itwasn'tsupposedtohurt.Thiswassupposedtobe

fun,wehadnameditlustbutit'sbroad..it'smore

thanthat.Dropsofbloodbounceonthefloorasthe

razorbladeslowlygetsliberatedfrommyhands.

Myspiritisslowlyseparatingfrommybody.Thisis

muchbetterthanseeinghimmarryanotherwoman.

IgaspforbreathIwouldratherdiethanwatchhim

walkawayfromme.Thedooropenshisscentgets

concentratedintheroom.



"Nomthandazowhatdidyoudo?"Hekissesmy

foreheadhisvoiceiscranky.HeputsmeonhislapI

feeldropsoftearsonmyforehead.

"Nom!!!!!..pleasedon'tleavemeIwon'tmarryher.

Youaremyforever...NomIwilldietoo"Ihearhim

tearinghisshirtcursing.Hebandagesmywrist..

Iopenmyeyeslightly

"Iwillalwaysloveyou"Iclosemyeyesslowly.He

criesloudly

'Iwilllosemysanitybabythisloveisforbidden

fuckenshityoumyforever"

Icanhearhimfromfar.HowcanIlovemysonin-

law.It’smyfault
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I’mwokenupbythebeepingsounds.Myheadisa

wreckinghell

“JesusNomyouscaredthelivingshitoutofme.

Whathappenedbaby?talktome”

“LakheI’msorryI’msosorryfor..”

“It’sfinebabyit’sok,wewillfixeverythingbaby.

Don’teverscaremelikethat”

“Iloveyou”hekissesme

“LetmegetthenurseIwillberightback”

GuiltconsumesireallyfuckedIhavetocomeclean

tomyhusband

“Goodeveningma’am.Howareyou?”

“IamokIguess.HowlonghaveIbeenout?”

“Threedays,youhadlostalotofbloodbutgetting

yourbloodtransfusionwasn’thard”

“Oh”



“MrNyambosepleasestepasideIwouldliketotalk

toyourwifealone“

“She’smywifeIwouldliketobethereforher”

“It’sfineLakhe”

“Areyousurebaby?”

“Yes”henods

Thedoctorcomesonmysideandchecksmeout

“Wereyouawarethatyouwerepregnant?”

“No”

“Yesma’amI’mreallysorrythatyoulostthebaby”

“OhmyWord”

“Yesyouwere7-8weekspregnant”

“Ohshit”

“What?”

“Isthatwrittenonmyfile?”

“Yesma’am”

“Pleasedocchangethattothreeweeks.My



husbandisgoingtokillme”

“It’sagainstthepo..”

“Iwillgiveyoutenthousand”

“Noma’am..”

“Let’smakeit100000thousandIswearIwillwireit

intoyouraccountnow.Myhusbandisgoingtokill

me”

“OkIwillfixthat”

Iswallowalumpinmythroat.Whenthedoctor

leavesLakhecomesin

“Whatwasshesaying?”

“IwaspregnantLakhewelostthebaby.Ikilledour

baby”

“Shhhitsgoingtobeokaybaby”

“IamsosorryLakhe”hekissesme

“IloveyouIamgladyousurvived.Iwouldrather

losethebabythanloseyou”



Ispendonelastnightinthehospital.Afterthey

cleanmywombItakeanap

“Wakeup”Icanhearbyhisvoicethatit’sMbuso

“LeaveMbuso”

“what’shappeningtousNom?”

“Nothingishappening”

“Doyouloveme?”

“Idobutnotenoughtoleavemyhusband.Mbuso

youconfusemesomuchandIhatethat.Iwas

happybeforeyoucameintomylife.Ihatethefact

thatIagreedtoyourgame.Justlikealawyeryou

are,youmanipulatedme”

“Don’tplaythevictimcard”

“IamnotIknowLakheisgoingtokillme”

“Whathedoesn’tknowwon’tkillhim.Areyouhappy

nowthatyoustoppedmywedding?”

“Itwasn’tmyintention”

“Iamsosorry“heleaveswithoutlookingback



Thedayformetogetdischargedcomes.The

doctorgavemeheraccountnumber.Themoment

LakhegivesmemyphoneIsendthemoneytoher

account.

“Areyouokaybaby?”

“IamokLakhe”Iclosemyeyesandsleep.

I’mcarriedintothehouse,theboysruntowardsus

“Mommywemissedyou”sunbeamsayscrying

“Iambackbaby!forgood”theybothsqueezeme.

“Thandekaisheretoseeyoushehasbeentaking

careoftheboys”

“Howkindofher”Lakheeyesmechuckling

“Youaresomethingelsehoney”

Ifindherinthelounge

“Thankyoufortakingcareofmyboysyoumay

leave.Iwillsendyouthemoney”



“Nomyoudon’thavetopayme”

“Iinsist”

“Iheardthatyoulostthebaby.Iamreallysorry

NomIwanttobethereforyou”

“Don’twasteyourbreathI’mgoingbacktomy

counselingsessions”

“Istill“

“LeavemyfuckenhouseThandeka.Idon’twantyou

andyourfakelove.Youhavebeenpretendingtobe

myfriendalllong.WomanyoudidthingsInever

judgedyou.Isupportedyou.Whatdoyouthink

wouldhappenifItoldThandothatyougothis

fatherkilled?Ineverwanttoseeyounearmykids

andnearme”

“Nomthandazoyouarestillfriend”

“Fuckyouandyourfriendship.TheonlyfriendIhad

passedawaymonthsback”

Igotomybedroomleavingherbehind.

AfterbathingIgotobed.



It’sbeentwomonthssinceIstartedattendingmy

sessions.Thesunisscorching.Mysessionis

abouttostart.Melissacallsmeinside

“MrsNyambose”

“HowareyouDoc?”

“Iamok,howareyou?”

“Iamgood”

“Iaskedyoutodoatasklastweek,didyoudoit?”

“Yes..Iwon’ttellmyhusbandaboutmyinfidelity

becauseheisgoingtokillme.Ichoosemy

husband”

“Whatifyourhusbandfindsout?”

“Iwilldenyit”

“Theysaythetruthsetsyoufree”shesayseyeing

me

“Inmycaseit’sgoingtokillme”

“Withwhatyoutoldme.Icantellyouthatthe



reasonsforyourinfidelitywasthefactthatyour

pastboyfriendsplayedyou.Youwereexpectingthe

samefromyourhusband”

“True”

“Helovesyouandhisloveisobsessive”

AftermysessionIgooutforawalk.Isipmy

milkshakethenhisRangeRoverstopsinfrontof

me

“Comeinside”

“No”

“Don’tmakemeforcemyhandonyou“

“MbusoIsaidNo”

“Iwillgiveyoufiveseconds”

Iamforcedtogetinside..wegotoanearbyhotel

I’mhavingabadfeelingaboutthis.Whenweget

insidetheroomhishandsarealloverme

“Stopwhatthehelliswrongwithyou?”



“Ineedyouok,Ican’ttakeitanymore”hespreads

mylegswiderandfillsmeup.Hiscumdripsfrom

mypussytomythighs.Thedooropensit’sLakhe

helooksatmewithdisgust

“Lakhe”heclosesthedoorandleaves
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FearengulfsmeasIpanttryingtofindmyclothes

“I’msosorry”hesayswhispering

“Wearebothdead”

“Whywouldyousaythat?”

“IamtellingyouMbuso,didyousetmeup?”

“StopplayinggameswithmeNomofcourseI

didn’t”

“Iamgoingtoapologizetomyhusband.I’llalsoask

foradivorce”



“Iwillprocessthedivorceforyoufaster”heis

wigglinghiseyebrowsIguesseverythingisajoke

tohim

Iopenthedoorandruntoaparkingspacearound.I

quicklycallmymother

“Sishowareyou?”Istartcrying

“Iamcominghometoday”

“Whyisthat?”

“LakhecaughtmehavingsexwithMbuso.Imessed

upmamaImessedup”

“Youwillgohomeandfixyourmarriage.Wenearly

buriedyounotlongago.Tellmesomethingthe

reasonyoutriedtokillyourselfwasitbecausethat

boywasmarryingyourdaughter?”

“Yes”

“Youneedtoapologizetoyourhusbandwecan’t

saveyouNotofo.Ihavebeenwarningyoubutyou

don’tlisten”

“Heisgoingtokillmemama”



“Wewillburyyousis”

“Youdon’tmeanthatmama”

“Doyouwantmetotellyourfather?”

“No”

“Iwillhavetotellhimsothatwecancomethere

tomorrow”

“Hewillbedisappointedinme”

“Ofcoursehewill”

“Ifuckedup“Isaywipingmytears

“Yesyoudid,tellmehowitgoes”

“Iwill”

AftergettinganUberIgethomewithintwenty

minutes.

Theboysarebusyswimmingoutside

“Mama”sunbeamrunswhenheseesme

“Howareyouboy?”

“Iamgoodandyoumama?”



“Iamgood,Ifahowareyou?”

“Allgoodandyoumama?”

“Great”

Igotoourbedroomheisnotthere.Heisprobably

inthestudy,

Thedoorofthestudyopens

“Lakhe”Heissmokinghiscigaranddrinking

whiskey.AssoonasIclosethedoorhestandsup

“Whatdoyouwant?”

“IamreallysorryLakhe”Isaycrying

“Whyareyousorry?”

“ThatIcheatedonyou“

“IsitbecauseIcaughtyou?”Myfacedrops

“Howlonghaveyoubeenfuckinghim?”

“Itwasthefirsttime”hecomestomeandsqueezes

myneck

“Howlonghaveyoubeenfuckinghim?”



“Youarehurtingme”heslapsmesohardthatIland

onmyass.Thetasteofbloodilluminatesmymouth

“Youhitme”

“Youcheatedonmeandyouarelying”

“Iswearitwasthefirsttime,hewascomfortingme

thenthenextthingledintoanother”hepullsmeup

bymyhair

“Youdidn’thavethedecencytobathbeforeyou

cometome.Areyourubbingitonmyface?That

Yousleptwithhimwithoutacondom!Isawhis

comedrippingonyourthighs.Didyoueverthink

aboutwhatmydaughterisgoingtofeel?Youarea

selfishwhore”

“Youdon’tmeanitLakhe,Iwillapologizeto

Themb..”

“Don’tevenutterhernameonyourdirtymouth.I

knowshe’snotyourdaughter,youdidn’thaveto

stoopthatlow.IsthesexthatIamgivingyounot

enough?”

“It’senough”whenheraiseshishandagainI



scream

“Givemeadivorce,myparentshaveneverbeaten

meIcan’tallowyoutodothat”

“Doyouthinkyouhaveachoice?”

“Iamreallysorry,Iwillleaveyouandthekids”

Iwalkoutofthestudyhefollowsmeandthrows

meontopofthebed.Hetakesouthisbeltourdoor

opens

“Areyouokaymommy?”

“Yessunbeam”helooksathisdad

“Lakhewhatareyougoingtodowiththatbelt?”

“Hewantstoputitonhispantsson”Sunbeams

nodsleavingusalone

“Youdidn’thavetopretendtobeasuperherobitch”

Lakhestormsoutoftheroom.

Aftertakingabath.

It’saround3amIamwokenupbyacallfromAlex.



“Alex”

“HeisinthehospitalNomthandazo”Ialreadyknow

whoheistalkingabout

“Ohmygodisheokay?”

“Heisstable..fornow”

Hetellsmewhereheis.Idrivetothehospitaland

findAlextalkingtoBrian

“ThankGodyouarehere.Weareworriedabouthim

MaNcwane”Briansayslookingatmesadly

“Hewasdrinkinganddriving,iseverythingokay?”

Alexasksme

“Idon’tknowifweareokayornot.Ishegoingtobe

okay?”

“Heis”

Ispendthewholemorningsittingnexttohim



“Youcangohomenow”Alexsays

“IwanttodivorcehimAlex”heeyesmecarefully

“Doesheknowthat?”Inod

“IfuckedupAlexIknowhe’sgoingtokillme”

“Youcheated?”

“YesitwasaonetimethingIwasn’tinmyright

mind”

“Heisgoingtokillyou”Istartcrying

“IknowIlovehimbuthimhittingmewasadeal

breaker”

“Ihopeyouwon’ttellBrianbecauseheisgoingto

killyou”

Ichuckle

“Hewillknoweventually”

It’sbeentwoweekssinceLakhegotintoan

accident.Inthepastdayshehasbeenactingweird.

Hesayshecan’tremembermostofthethings.



“Soyouaremywife?”

“Yeswehavetwosons”Itellhimwhilehegetsoff

thebad

“Werewehappybeforetheaccident?”
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HisquestionjuststartlesmeIdon’tknowwhether

heishavingamnesiaorit’sanact.

“Yeswewerehappy”henods

“Youareaprettywoman”hesayssmiling

“Youarealsohandsome”

Thembijoinsus

“Babaareyouokay?”Shelookssad

“YesIamfineThembi,mywifemayyoupleasegive

meandmydaughteramoment”

“Okay”.Theycomeoutoftheroomafterhalfahour.



Ihavebeenpacingupanddown.

Thembidoesn’tlookok,thereisasignofpaininher

eyes

“BabaMbusoandIwillcometomorrowafternoon”

“Ohreally?Thatwouldbegreat”hesayssmiling

“Don’tyouthinkit’sstillearlytobeallowingvisits

Thembalakhe?”Iask

“WearenotjustpeopleNomthandazo.Heismydad

fortheloveofGod.Noteverythingisaboutyou.He

couldhavebeenmyhusbandbynowbutsinceyou

areaspoiltwifeyouhadtoembarrassmeinfront

ofmyfriends.Youshouldhavedied”shestorms

out.Lakhejustkeepsquiethedoesn’treprimand

her

“Areyouguysongoodterms?”Heasksme

“Iamsure,IguessIwasworriedaboutyou”

“Mhmmyoucantakemybagthen“

“Ok”



IswearIfeelstupidIwillhavetocallmymother.

Whenwegethomewefindtheboyssleeping

“Aretheseoursons“

“YesIfalakheandBukhosi”

“Theyhavebeautifulnames”

Beingaroundhimisso

Uncomfortable.

Wegotoourbedroom.Iputhisbaginourcloset

“Doyouwantmetoprepareanythingforyou?Iam

sureyouarehungrybynow”

“NoIamok,IwilljustliedownI’msotired”

WhenIgetonthebedbesidehimhegroans

“What?”

“Can’tyougoandsleepintheguestroomor

something”

“Iamyourwife”



“AwifethatIdon’tremember”hegetsoffthebed

“Whereareyougoing?”

“I’mgettingawayfromyou”hesaysgrabbinghis

pillow

“Butwhy?”

“Idon’tfuckenrememberyou”

Hebangsthedooronhiswayout.Thisistheright

timetocallThomas

Afteracoupleofringsheanswershisphone

“Sisterhowareyou?”

“IamgoodThomasbutIneedafavor”

“Iamlistening”

“CanyouhelpmegetaMozambicanpassportand

IDIwouldliketomovethereassoonaspossible”

“ThatfriendofminewhoworksatHomeAffairsis

goingtochargeusalotofmoney”

“Moneyisnotanissue”

“CanwemeettomorrowmorningbeforeIgoto



work?”

“Soundslikeagoodidea”

IcanbarelysleepI’malreadyupby5am.After

joggingIgoforashower.Theboysarestill

sleepingI’msureIwillbebackbeforetheywakeup.

Wemeetaroundseven.

“SisterdoyouhaveIDphotos”

“NoIdon’tbutwecantakethemrightnow”

“Let’sgodownthere,thereisaphotostudio”

“Good”

“Ispoketohimhesaysheisgoingtochargetwenty

thousandrands”

“ThankyouverymuchThomas,howsooncanIget

it?”

“Lessthanaweek”

TheychargemefiftyrandsfortheIDphotos.I’m



reallyscaredIfeellikeLakheisactinghestill

rememberseverythingbuthe’stryingtoactlikehe

doesn’tremember.

“Aweeksoundsgood,Iwillsendyouthemoney

now”

“Thankyousister”

ThedrivetoourhouseisshorterthanwhatIhad

anticipated.IhadtopassbyWoolworthtograb

Bukhosi’sfavoriteicecream

“Whereareyoucomingfrom?”LakheasksbeforeI

evengreethim

“Woolworthshaveyouhadyourbreakfast?”

“Yesandtheboyshaveeatenaswell”

“Don’tbetoohardonyourselfyouarestillsore”

“Shecares”hesayssmilingIlaugh

“OhyesIdo”Igotoourbedroomandtakeanap.

I’mwokenupbysunbeam

“Youdon’tlookhappymommy”Ikisshischeek

“IneverythingthathappensalwaysknowthatIlove



yousunbeam.AsamotherImightnotbeableto

showyouthat.Imighttakedecisionsthatmight

hurtyoubutmyloveforyouandyourbrotherwill

neverchange.Iloveyousomuchthatithurts.”

“Iloveyoutoonothingwillhappentoyoumommy”

“Yesnothingwillhappenbecausemyboyhassuper

powersisn’tit?”

“Iamyourprotector”hesaysshowingmehis

muscles

“Whereisyourbrother?”

“HeiswatchingTVwithdad.Bythewaydadsays

youneedtogetreadyThembiisonherway”

“LetmegetreadyNyambose”

Themaidshavealreadypreparedthelunch.Thembi

walksinholdinghandswithMbuso.Theybarely

acknowledgemyexistence

“Heydaddy”shegreetsmyhusband

“Heysweetheart”hegreetsbacksmiling



“Gooddaysir”

“Thisdayisgoodindeed“theysitdown

“HowareyouThembi?”

“IamgoodMahowareyou?”

“Iamgoodtoo.Wouldyoulikeustotakeawalk?

Ofcoursebeforetheyserveusfood.Onlyifyouare

okaywithit“

“Ok”

Wewalktothegarden

“Iwouldliketoapologizeforruiningyourwedding.

Itwasn’tmyintentiontodothat.PleasefinditIn

yourhearttoforgiveme”

“Youdidn’thavetoapologizeMa.Iamreallysorry

fortheoutburstIhadyesterday.Ididn’tmeanto

disrespectyou”

“Youdon’thavetoapologize,therearethingswe

saywhenweareangryattimeswedon’tusually



meanthem.CanIhugyou?”Shegiggles

“Ohyes..IwasreallyfeelingbadabouthowI

behavedyesterday.Ididn’tknowhowtofaceyou

butI’mgladyouaskedtotakeawalkwithme”

“It’sfineyoucangobackinsideI’lljoinyounow”

Myphoneringsit’sThomas

“YesT”

“Heisonitma’amyouwillgetitwithinaweek”

“Thankyouverymuchyouarealifesaver”

“Pleasureallmine”

Ipulloutmyboxofcigarettesandsmokefiveof

them.WhenIamabouttotakeanotherone

sunbeamcallsme

“Thefoodisready”

“Coming“

Isitnexttosunbeam

“Soyouhavenevercheatedonmydaughter?”

LakheasksMbuso



“Dadyouaremakinghimfeeluncomfortable”

Thembisays

“Thereisnothinguncomfortableaboutthat.Ifheis

notcheatingthenheshouldsayit.Besidesifhe

was,hewasn’tgoingoutofthishousealive”Ichoke

onmywine

“Areyouokaydearwife?”Lakheaskssarcastically

“YesthewinejustwentthroughthewrongpipebutI

amgood”

“Iwantyoufineallthetime”Ismile

“Somepeoplearejustnottrustworthyintheir

relationshipsandmarriages.SotellmeMbusodoes

mydaughtergiveyoueverythingthatyouneed?”

“Yessir”

“Iseeyouarejustanungratefulbastard..Imean

whenyoucheatofcourse”

“Daddystop”Thembisaysgiggling

AftertheawkwardlunchIhearLakhespeaking

“YesBrianambushhimwhenhegoestoworkI



wanttoteachhimalessonthatheshouldn’tfuck

withmarriedwomen.Idon’tknow

WhatIwilldowithher..don’tcometomyhouseyet

BrianIhavebetterplansforher”

FearsweepsmeIrushtoourbedroom.Igivemy

momacall

“AlliswellmombutIwillrunawaybecauseheis

goingtokillme”

“Youdon’tgreetanymoreNomthandazo”

“IamsorryMabutI’mtoostressed”

“Keepmeupdatedbutjustsortoutyourmess”

“GoodnightIloveyou”

LakheopensthedoorIjump

“Whatwereyoudoing?”

“Nothingwhatdoyouwant?”

“Thisisourbedroomisn’tit?”

“YesitisMhnm”Imovetothebathroomwipingmy

handshepullsmeoutbymyhair



“Doyoueverfeelguiltyforfuckinghim?”

“Yesdon’thurtmeLakhe”

“Ihaven’tevenstarted,doyouknowwhatpassion

killingis?”hebackslapsme

“Youarehurtingme”hekicksmyribsIswearIfeel

themcrack

“Ihateyou,youtookmeforaPoes.Ilovedyouand

Igaveyoueverything”heshouts

“Iamsosorry”

Ican’tstopcrying.ThedaysgoslowlyIcan’tstop

crying.Deathissurelycallingmyname.

Lakheleftinthemorningsayinghewasgoingto

thewarehouse.

LuckilyIwroteThomas’snumbersinmydiary.He

tookmyphoneandsmasheditusingahammer.

“Inearlykilledyourboyfriend”hegivesmehis

phone.ThereisavideoofMbusobeingbadly

beaten.

“Wechoppedhistwofingersluckilymydaughter



calledtellingmethatshe’spregnant.Shewas

cryingtellingmethatIneedtofindthatbastard”

“Howwillyoukillme?”Iaskswallowinghard

“Briansayshewillmutilateyou”Iswallowhardas

hesqueezesmythroat.Heleavesmyneck

“Whatdoyousay?”

“Iamstillthinkingaboutfivewaystokilladisloyal

bitch”

“Ok”

ThenextmorningIamforcedtotakemysonsto

thedoctortheyhavefever,Iamwearingmy

turtleneckthelastThingIwantisformyboysto

seemybruises.ThisistheonlytimeIcanescape

“Youdon’tlookhappylatelymama”Ifasayssadly

“Iamokjustsick”

“Ourdoctorwillhelpyou”sunbeamsayslaughing

“Ofcourse”



Aftertheirappointmentwegotospurandhave

someribs.Thenwegohome

“BoysgetoffhereIwillbebacksoonIforgotmy

phoneatspur”

“Okmommy“Ifakissesmycheek,sodoes

sunbeam

IdrivefastgoingtoThomas,whenhemeetsmehe

givesmemydocuments.

“WewillkeepintouchThomas”

“Oksister”

LuckilyIgotagarageinDurbanthatpromisedto

buymyFerrarifortwohundredthousand.

“HereIcometoDurban”Iscreamhittingthefree

way.

MynewnameisnowConstanceArmando.Iswear

thatnamesoundsoldbutIstillloveit.

WhenIgettoDurban.IdrivetoMandla’sgarage



“Gooddaysir,howareyou?”Heisyoungdarkman

withdimplesandwhiteteeth.Hewipeshishands

withhisoilycloth

“Iamgoodhowareyou?”

“Iamgood,canIseeMandla”hesmiles

“It’smeandyouare?”

“MrsNyambose..wespokeaboutmycarsodidwe

strikeadealornot?”

“UnfortunatelyIcangiveyouhundredandfifty”

“It’sfineit’sfine”hegivesmethemoneyandIleave

thecarwithhim.Desperatetimescallfordesperate

measures

“Wherearethecarpapers?”Heasksme

“Inthecar“

“Itwasgreatdoingbusinesswithyou”

“Likewise”

ItakeataxitoDurbanstation.Ineedtofindtaxisto

MozambiqueIrealizethatit’salreadylate.Istaythe

nightinanearbymotel.ByfiveO’clockIamalready



up.Iwithdrawthirtythousandsfrommyaccount.I

knowLakheisgoingtotracemenow.

“SisterthisisthelasttaxitoMaputo”

“Thankyou”.I’msleepingallthewaytotheborder.

Thedriverwakesupwhenwearenearby.

WhenwereachtheborderIseesomeonewholooks

likeBrian.Hehasfoundme.
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Imovefrommyseatgoingtothedoor

“Heysisterwhatiswrong?”Thebusconductor

asks

“WellIjustsawsomeoneIknow.Iwillgoinwith

them”hesmiles

“OkmysisterotherwiseIwantedtotakeyoutomy

mother”webothlaughalthoughmylaughterisfake,

howcanIflirtwhenIamsuperscared.Igetoffthe



busrunningbackwardstowherewecamefrom.I’m

sureit’spastmiddayIjumpacrossthestreetand

hike.Ablackvanstops

“Howareyousir?”

“HeysisI’mgoodandyou?”

“Good..mayIpleasegetalift“

“IamgoingtoCapetownwhereareyougoing?”

“Capetownaswell”Ithankmyluckystars

IplacedamultipleofnotesinmybrathelastthingI

wantistoinvitethievesbytakingoutnotesfrom

mybackpack

“Whereareyoucomingfrom?”

“Durbanandyou?”

“Maputo..butIworkinCapetown”

“Ialsoneedajobwhatdoyoudo?”

“Landscapingmybossdoesneedamaid”

“Ohreally”Ihaven’tcleanedmyownplaceinages.

Theysaybeggarsdon’tchooseImightaswell



settlewiththat.TearsfillupmyeyesasIthink

aboutmybusinesses.RegretfillsmeupIshould

havetoldLakheaboutMbusotheveryfirsttimehe

approached.It’sallinthepastnow.Iknowmykids

aregoingtohatemeforthechoicesImadebutI

hopeonedaytheywillunderstandwhyIhadto

leave.LakheisthirstyformybloodIdon’tblame.I

amanungratefulwhore.

“Backtoearth”hesayslaughing

“I’msorry..”

“WhereinCapetowndoyoustay?”

“IhaveneverbeentoCapetownit’sactuallymyfirst

time,Ijustwokeupwithaneedtostartafreshyou

knownewlifenewjobandneweverything

(laughing).Wheredoyoustay?”

“Khayelitsha..don’tworryIwillshowyouaround.

Areyoumarried?”

“Nowhy?”

“Youareawearingaringanditlooksquite

expensive”



“No(laughing)itbelongstomymom”

“Weneedtofindyouaplacetostaybutdon’tyou

worryIknowpeoplewhoknowpeople”

“Whatisyournamebytheway?”

“Matimbaandyou?”

“Nokuthula”

“Youcantakeanapit’sfine”Igigglenervously

“Iamnottired”IamsupertiredIdon’ttrusthimthe

lastthingIwantistobemugged.

Iamwakenupbyasoftvoice.Islowlyopenmy

eyes

“Ithoughtyousaidyouwerenottired”

“HowlonghaveIbeenout?”

“Nearlythreehours,Don’tyouwanttogetsomething

toeatit’salmost7pm”

“Wellpleasegetmeapieandjuice”hechuckles

leavingmealoneinhiscar.Iopenmybagandmy

moneyisstilltheremybreathinggoesbackto

normal.



HecomesbackcarryingKFCandDebonairspizza.

Mystomachgrowls

“Iknewthatyouwerehungry”

“Thankyouforthefoodandeverything”

“Iamtiredshouldwerestinamotel?”

“NoIcandrivesinceyouaretired“

“Areyousure?”

“YesIam,Iwilluseyournavigatorsowewon’tget

lost”

Weexchangetheseatsileavethegaragewitha

bang.

“Womanyouwillgetuskilled”

“PleasesleepMat”hechucklesshakinghishead.I

havebeendrivingforover6hours.Wefinallyreach

theboardwelcomingustoCapetown.Istopthecar

andtakeoutmyboxofcigarettes.Istartlewhen

Matsitsnexttome

“I’msorryforscaringyou”

“Ithoughtyouweresleeping”hepullsoutone



cigarettefrommybox

“Iamawake”wesaynothingbutsmoke.Wesmoke

thewholeboxwithoutevennoticing

“AreyouaChainsmoker?”Heasksmelaughing

“Sometimes”

“Istartedsmokingwhenmyparentsdied.Myaunty

tookeverythingthatbelongedtothem.Fromarich

kidtoalandscaper”hechuckles

“Lifedoesfuckusup,Ididn’tknowthatonedayI

wouldbeherelookingforajobasamaid”

“AreyouNokuthula?”

“No(laughing).IamNomthandazoKhoza”

“Isawthatyouwerelyingtome.Youdon’thaveto

worrybecauseIknowhowitfeelsliketomovefrom

richestorags”webothstandup

“Iwilltakeoverfromnow”hesayssmiling

“Notaproblem”

Hecallssomeoneandspeaksinhislanguage.



“YouwillstayinKhayelitshathereisaroomfor

1500”

“ThankyouIamokwithit”

“Doyouhaveaphone?”

“NoIdon’thaveonepleasegetmeone”

Igivehim300wepassbypephegetsmeasmall

phone.

“Ineedtogetabedandblanketsformyplace”

“Maybetonightyoucansleepatmyhouseand

tomorrowyoucangetthosethings”

“Iwillsleeponthefloorwiththeblanketswewill

buynow”

“Iamnotgoingtoinitiatesexunlessifyouwantit”I

findmyselfsnortingwhilehechuckles

“Gotohell”

WhenwegettoMrPricehomeIgetfiveblankets

andapillow.Hesuggestsasmallcupboard.

WemovetoMrPriceclothesIbuyalotofclothes

sinceIcametoCapewithnothingbutmoney



“Whydoyouwearsomethingwithstrings?”Heasks

whenItakethesexythongs

“WecallthemthongsMat”

“Don’ttheyhurt?”Irollmyeyes

WefinallyreachKhayelitsha,whenlifethrowsyou

onthefloormakethebestoutofit.

It’sbeenaweeksinceImovedtomybackroom.

MatimbahelpedmegetmypropertyfromFairprice.

Hecallsmearound1pmsayingheisaroundasking

ifIneedanything.ItellhimthatIwantchicken

licken

“IamhomeNomthandazo”hesayslaughing

“Shutyoandgetinit’snotlikeIamnaked”

“Seeingyounakedcouldhavebeenabonus”

“Youaremad”Inoticedimplesappearingonhis

cheeks

“Thelandlordsaysthatyoupaidforthewholeyear”

Idishupforus



“IhadtosinceIamstilljobhuntingIneedtoat

leasthavearoofovermyhead”

“Ididn’tknowthatyouarerichNom”Ibrushoffhis

statement

“StartcallingmeConstancebecausemy

MozambicannameisConstance”

“UhIthoughtyouwerefromDurban”helooks

confused

“Iambutafriendofminehadtohelpmehavea

passportandanidentitydocumentfrom

MozambiquesinceIwasrunningawayfromhome.

Icouldn’tgoanyfurthersinceIsawBriannearthe

border.IguesshesomehowgotholdofThomas”

“WhoisThomas?”

“MyfriendfromMozambique”

“Letmeseeyourpassport”Igoandtakeitfrommy

bag

“Damnthislookslegit”webothlaugh

“Moneybuysalotofthings”



“Whyareyourunningawayfromhome?”

“Howoldareyou?”

“I’mturning33thatmakesyou30right“

“HellnoIam35”

“Youarelying“

“Iamserious,Iamamotheroftwo.Ijustranaway

fromhomebecausemyhusbandisadangerous

man.Icheatedonhimhewantedtokillme”

“Ohno”

“YesIfuckedupIhavebeenapologizingbutheis

notgettingit.IknowhegotholdofThomas.Ineed

tocallhimandseeifheisstillalive”

“Wereyoucheatingwithhim?”Ilaugh

“Noheistheonewhowasinstallingcamerasinmy

businesses.Wewereacquaintances”

“Geezyouhavebusinesses?”

“Notanymore,Iamnowpoor”hestandsupand

poursusdrinks



“Iamsureyouusedtostayinamansion”

“YesnowI’mherebutIwillsurvive”

“Iamhereforyou”hehugsmeasIcry.Aftersome

timeheleaves.Iruinedmyownmarriage

IhatemorningIswitchoffthealarmasIcover

myselfwithmypillow.

AknockwakesmeupIgetoffthebedrubbingmy

eyes.WhenIopenthedoorIfindMatsmiling

“Mathowareyou?”

“IamgoodConstanceArmandomybosssaysI

shouldcomewith

youtoday”Ilaughhugginghimtightly.ItoldMat

everythingaboutme

“Thankyou”hepicksmeupandplacesakisson

myforehead

“Bathfastmydarling,Iwillwaitforyouinmycar”

“Yesletmedothat”Iputmywaterinabasinand

bathfast.



“Youlookbeautiful”Ichuckle

“ReallyMat”

“Iamserious”

“Thankyou”

HedrivesustoasuburbIreallylovehownearthe

beachitis.AssoonaswegetinsidethehouseIsee

twodogsplayingwiththreekidswhomightnotbe

olderthan8years.Myheartyearnsformykids

“Areyoucrying?”

“NoIamnot,howareyourbosses?”

“Notthatbadyoumightlovetheminthenear

future”

“Yesyouareright”
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Hegetsofffirstandopensthedoorforme.The

houselooksbigandbeautiful.Luckilythereareno

dogshere.Ifollowhiminsidewearewelcomedby

thecouple

“GoodmorningMrandMrsJones”MrsJoneslooks

skinnywhileMrJoneslooksabitBuffy.Ireally

don’tlikethewayheislookingatme.

“GoodmorningMatimba”themansaysinan

AfrikaansintoxicatedEnglish

“Goodmorning”theybothlookatme.Thewifeis

busycheckingmeoutluckilyIlistenedtoMatwhen

hesaidIshouldwearalongdressthathidesmy

shape.

“GoodmorningladythisismyhusbandMrJones

youmustbeConstance”

“Goodmorningsir,yesIamConstance”

Wefollowthemtothelounge.Theyhavemassive

couchesandtheirtablelooksquietexpensive.Iam

reallyhappywiththeirsetup.Theirhouseisnot



thatbigIwouldliketothinkthatIwillsurvive.Mat

andJonesgoupstairs

“Sohowoldareyou?”Ican’tstopfidgeting

“WellIam34”Itellthewomanshesmiles

“Goodyourbrothersaysyouareahardworker”

“Idoworkhardma’am”

“Wheredoyoustay?”Sheasksmesmiling

“IstayatKhayelitsha”shefrowns

“It’snotsafewhydon’tyoumovenearus”Ireally

don’tknowwhatthatmeansbecauseit’s23/30

minutesfromMuizenbergtoKhayelitsha

“WellIhaven’tthoughtaboutit”

“WellsincemyhusbandisbusywithMatimbawe

cancheckthehouseout.Ithasfivebedrooms”

“Okma’am”

“YoucancallmeCindy”Ilaughlightly

“IwillbecomfortablewhenIcallyouma’am”



“OkConnie”

Wegoupthestairsthesepeoplearefilthyrich.The

furnitureIntheirhouseisstrictlyvintage

“Youneedtomakesurethatyouleavethehouse

spotlesseveryday.Youwillstartat7aminthe

morningandknockoffat5pm.Areyouokwiththe

hours?”

“Yesma’amIamcontent”

ThishastobethehardestthingIhaveeverdonein

mylife.IfonlyLakhewasnotvisitingmyparentsit

wasgoingtobeadifferentstory.Icouldhavebeen

hidinghome.

“Areyouokay?”

“Yesma’amIam”

“Youwillhavetowashtheclothestwotimesaweek

andironthem”

“SowhatdoIuseforwashingtheclothes?”Ihope

shehasawashingmachine



“Youcanwashthewhiteclotheswithyourhands

andthecolorfuloneswiththewashingmachine.

FollowmeIwillshowyouhowtouseit“Ifollowher

tothekitchen.ThesinkisfullofdirtydishesIfeel

myheartswelling.Herwashingmachineisthe

sameasminenotminesameastheoneIhad.

AfterIlistentoherinstructionsshedirectsusback

toherkitchen

“Haveyoueverworkedasadomesticworkerbefore

?”

“Mhmnoma’ambutIcandothisIpromise”

“Whatdidyoudobefore?”

“WellIworkedasacashierbackhome”

“OkIhopewewon’thaveproblems.Ifyouworkwell

IswearIwon’tgiveyouproblems”

“Thankyouforgivingmethisjob”

“Doyouhaveanyquestions?”

“HowmuchwillIearn?”

“IwillpayyouR190aday.Sinceyouaregoingtobe

workingfromMondaytoFridayyouwillgetpaidon



monthends”

“Okma’amthankyou”

“AfterayearIwillincreaseyoursalary”

“Thankyouma’am.WhenamIstarting?”

“Youcanstarttodaywithwashingdishesanddoing

washing”

Ileavemypurseinthediningroom.

Itakeoutfourbasketsfullofclothes.Alotoftheir

clothesarewhiteIsoakthem.ThenIloadtheother

onesinthemachine.AfterwashingthedishesIgo

fortheclothes.MyhandsarenowpinkishsinceI

amlightskinnedandsore.

It’saround5pmIamsohungryandsotired.

“YoucanleavetheclothesoutsideIamsurethatby

tomorrowtheywouldhavedried”

“OkIwilldothat”

“YoucannowknockoffIwillseeyoutomorrow”



“Seeyoutomorrow”

AftergettingmybagIgoandwaitforMatoutside.

Hecomesandgetmearoundsix

“Howwasyourday?”Idon’twanttosoundlikean

ungratefulperson

“Itwasgreathowwasyours?”

“Itwasgreat..let’sgograbsomepizza”

Weordertwolargepizzas

“Youdon’tlookok”

“IamjusttiredbutIwillgetusedtoit”

“MrJonesisagoodguybutIdon’ttrusthimaround

women”

“Ifheknowswhatisgoodforhimhewon’teven

attempttomakeamove”

“YesgirlItrustyouwholeheartedly”hedrivesme

home.

“Iwillseeyouat6:30”Itellhim

“GoodnightConnie”



WhenIgethomeIonlyeatthreeslicesandgivemy

landlordtheremainingslices.

ThenIsleep,Iamwokenupbythealarmat6:00.I

groangettingoffthebedandquicklygetabath.By

6:30Matisalreadyoutside.I’mwearingmylong

skirtandmyplainT-shirt.Ihaveamyjerseyontop

“GoodmorningConnie”

“MorningMat”Iclosemyeyes.

Hewakesmeupwhenwegettomyworkplace

“WhatisthetimeMat?”

“7:20youstartat7:30right?”

“Hellno“Iscreamgettingoffhiscarhechuckles

leavingmebehind.Cindyopensthegate

WhenIgetinsidethehouseshelooksatmeangrily

“Goodmorningma’am..I“

“Ican’ttoleratelatecomingatwork.Youcan’tbe

lateonyoursecondday.Youneedtotakethisjob

serious.Youshouldbegratefulthatyouare

workingtheyarealotofpeoplewhowantjobsbut



theyhavenoluck.Whycan’tyoubegrateful?Iwill

fireyouifyouarenotserious”

“Iamsorry”

Igoupstairswiththecleaningmaterials.Shejust

shoutedatmeIcan’tstopcrying.Herbedisnot

madeandhersheetsaresuperdirty.Istartby

changinghersheetsandfixingherbird.Ipickup

herlingeriesandbrasthatareonthefloor.Byone

o’clockIamdonecleaning.Iremovetheclothes

fromthelineandfoldthemputtingtheminthe

baskets.

“Youcanirontheclothestodaybesidesyoucame

latebythirtyminutessoyouwillknockoffat5:30”

“Okma’am”Iputhersheetsinthewashingmachine.

“Thereissomebreadandpeanutyoucanhavethat

asyourlunch”

“Thankyou”

Imakecoffeeandeatthebread.ThenIcontinue

withmyironing.

By5:30pmmyfeetcan’ttakeitanymore



“SeeyoutomorrowConstance”

“Thankyouma’am”

Matcomesafterfiveminutes

“Howareyou?”

“Justdrive”hegiggles

“Areyouthattired?”Ilookathimandgroan.

WhenIgethomeIsleepwithouteating.Thenbefore

midnightmypainingfeetwakemeupIsoakthem

insaltywater.

Threemonthslater..

Iamwokenupbyaheavyknockholyshitit’s

SaturdaymorningIstillwanttosleep

“Whothefuckisthat?”Iopenthedoorangrily

“Goodmorning”it’sMathelooksstressed

“Areyouokay?”

“Iamgoinghometoday”



“Iseverythingalright?”

“No..Yes..therewasagirlIwasmessingaround

withwhenIwashim.She’stwentyandnowshe’s

pregnant”

“Sowhatareyougoingtodo?”

“Ihavetopaydamages.She’sanorphanandher

auntyiscallingherawhore.ShewasaVirginwhen

Imether.Iruinedherfuture”hecriesIhughim

“Doyouloveher?”

“Yes”

“Gogetyourwoman.WaitIhavesomethingfor

you”

ItakethethirtythousandrandsIhadwrappedfor

him.He’stheonlyfamilyIhave.Istillhavefifty

thousandfromthemoneyIhad.

“What’sthis?”

“Promisemeyouwillopenitwhenyouareatthe

border”hekissesmycheek



“Ipromisethankyoumydarling”..hejogs.I’m

wokenupbymy3pmalarm.Istartwashingmy

clotheshellyestheseclothesarereallyhorrible.

It’sSundayafternoonmylandlordissippingher

BlacklabelwhileIamsippingmysavannah

“Iwouldhaveneverthoughtthatyouarefrom

Mozambique”Ilaugh

“IoncestayedinDurban”

“Ohforhowlong?”

“Oneyearonly”

“Youhaveagreatbodyweneedtogoandparty

kwaAce”Igiggle

“Iwillseeaboutthat”whenmysixpackgets

finishedIgobacktomyroom.

Idecidetocooksomepapandbeef.Aknock

startlesmewhenIopenthedoorIfindMat

standingoutside.Hehugsmecryingwithoutsaying

anythingthenaladyfollowshim.Irubhisbackuntil

hisquiet.Ihugtheyoungladyherbodyisbruised



herfaceisabitswollen.

“Heybeautiful”Isaytohershesmiles

“Howareyouma’am?”

“CallmeConniedear..Matyoushouldn’tcrylike

this“

“Shehasn’thadfoodforthreedaysbecausesheis

pregnantwithmybaby.Whyismylifelikethis

Connie?WhywouldherAuntyabuseherlikethis?

Isitbecauseshe’sanorphan?Whyislifelikethis?

Iamalsoanorphan.“

“HushMatsheisherewithyounow.Nothingbadis

goingtohappentoher.Youwillprotecthernothing

badwillhappentoher”

“ThankyouforthegiftIhadnothingonme.Iwill

foreverbeindebtedtoyou”

“Youdon’thavetoworryit’snothing.Don’tleave

guysIamalmostdonecooking”

“It’snotgoingtobeenoughwedon’twantto

inconvenienceyou“



“Shutthefuck”webothlaugh..aftercookingIdish

upforus
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Oneyearlater..it’sbeenadamnyearsince

Nomthandazodisappearedwithoutatrace.How

canmytinywomandisappearwithoutatrace?I

wasn’tgoingtokillherIwasobviouslyangrywithat

her.WehavebeatenThomasseveraltimesbuthis

answerisstillthesamehehasn’theardfromher.

Theamberliquidburnsmythroat

“Whenareyougettingyourboysback?”Brian’s

voicechirpsbehindme

“WellIthinkit’sbetterforthemwhentheyvisithere

occasionally.LookatmeBrianIamnotintheright

stateofmind.Ican’ttakecareofmysonswithout



wantingtocry.LookatSunbeamhelookslikehis

mother”henods

“Maybeit’sabouttimeyoumoveondon’tyouthink

?”

“Istillloveher”tearsleavemyeyeseffortlessly

whereareyoumoonbeam

“Iknowthatbutforyoutomoveonyouneedto

meetnewpeople”

“Doyouthinkshereallylovedme?”

“Shewasnotinitformoneyifyouaskme.Shewas

anindependentwoman”Briansayssmiling

“Hermoneyshouldhavebeenfinishedbynow”

“Sheisprobablyopeningherlegsforanotherman

forsurvival”Briansayschuckling

“Don’tsaythat”

“WhenisThembilanding?”



“Ithinkatsix,theywilltakeUberwithherhusband”

“Weshouldhavekilledhim”

Briansayslaughing

“Hemakesmydaughterhappy.Whatmydaughter

wantsgets”

TwoladiescomenearthebarBrianwinksatme.He

goesfortheskinnyone,Iamleftwiththecurvyone.

Shehasatinynoseandlargeeyes.Herskinis

caramel.Iamnotusedtothatkindofbeauty

“Hi”Igreethersheflasheswhiteteeth.Ihavehad

plentyofthese.Thesearedefinitelyinneedof

blessers.

“Hello”Istepasideandgivehersomespace.Brian

kicksme

“Wouldyoulikemetobuyyouadrink?”

“Thatwouldbelovelythankyou”shechirps

“YoucanorderanythingIwilldothepaying”

Iamsonervoussheplacesherorder.

“Wewillleaveyoutoyourdrinksladies”Briansays



smilingweleavethebar

“Sheissobeautiful”ItellBrian

“Inoticeddidyougethernumbers?”

“Sheisnotmytype”

“Whatisyourtype?”Heasksmelaughing

“Idon’tknowbesidesIwillknowwhenImeetone”

“Youalwayssaythat”

Wewalktohiscarhedrivesustotheairport.Imiss

mydaughtershegavebirthtoaboy.Wechillbythe

ORTamborestaurants

Whenwegetinsidetheairportweimmediatelyspot

them

“Daddy”ThembisquealshandingmeSanele.

“Heybabygirlhowareyou?”

“Iamgoodhowareyou?”

“Good,heyMbuso”

“Howareyousir?”Helooksshakenserveshim

right.



“Goodandyou?”

“Iamgood”

Briantakestheirbags

“Thisboyisgrowingupsofast”Briansays

chuckling

“HebetterbelikemeorI’llfixhim“wealllaugh.

Whenwegethomewefindthemaidschilling

outsideusingtheirphones.Theyhavebeen

ungovernablesincemywifeleft.

“YoucanputtheirbagsinherroomBrian”

BrianandThembiwalkupstairsleavingmewith

Mbuso

“IwouldliketoapologizeBabaformypast

mistakes.Hadyoubeenanotherpersonyou

wouldn’thaveforgivenme”

“Ididn’tforgiveyouMbuso.IdidwhatIdidbecause

mydaughterlovesyou.Shelovesyousomuchthat

youareactuallyeverythingshehasbeenlonging



for”helooksdownandnods

“Isee”

“Tellyouraccountanttosendmeyourmonthly

profits.It’sabouttimeItakemy50%”

“Wehavealotofexpenses.Iwon’tbeabletoafford

Thembi”

“Thatisnoneofmybusiness.Doyouunderstand

me?”Igrabhimbyhiscollar.IspotThembiIquickly

hughim

“Thankyouformakingmydaughter.Youguysare

suchablessinginmylife”

Thembismiles“youareblessinginourlifetoo

daddy.Mbusodoesmakemehappy”

WewalktothediningtableSaneleisbusysucking

myfinger

“Helovesfoodhenceheisthisfat”Briansays

laughing

“Daddylookatyourfriendfatshamingmyson”

“Brianstopdoingthat”IwarnBrianchuckling



“Doyouwantanythingtodrink?”Magadelineasks

us

“Prepareussomedinnerandbringfivebottlesof

wine”myheartdropstheyallbelongedtoher

“Daddyyoustillhaven’theardfromher?”Thembi

asksbrushingmyhand

“YesThembi”

“Doyouthinksheisdead?”Ilookawaybitingmylip.

Thatthoughthasn’tcrossedmymind.Idon’twant

herdead

“TotellyouthetruthIhaven’tthoughtaboutthat”

“Ihopeshewillcomeback.Youdidn’tbeatherright

daddy?”

“NoIdidn’t”

Brianlooksatmewithsadeyes

“Youdon’thavetofeelsorryformeguys”

“Wearenot”Briansayssqueezingmyshoulder

“TheboysarestillinDurban?”



“YesThembiIthinkit’sbetterifNcwaneraises

themIamamess”

“Nodadnevermakethatmistakedon’tpushthem

away.BringthembackhomeandIswearyouwon’t

feellonely.Theywillhaveagreaterrelationship

withyou”

“Yesyouarerightbabygirl,BrianandIaregoingto

getthemtomorrow”

“ThusgoodbecauseImissthem”

Wedrinkthewineswhilehavingsomebiltong.The

foodgetssetonthetable.Mbusohasstarted

engaginginourconversations.

I’mwokenupbymyphonewhichisringing.It’s

around8amIhaveaterribleheadache.

“Brian”myvoiceisabitcloggy

“IamsorrymanIwon’tbeabletocomewithyou”

“It’sfineman”



“CallAlexI’msureheisnotbusy”

“Iwill”

IgetoffthebeddroppingmysheetsIneedastrong

coffee.AfterbathingIwearmyshirtandapairof

jeans.

ThembiisstillsleepingIbumpintoMbuso

“Goodmorning”

“YaMbuso”Igrabmykeysandhittheroad.

AftertwohoursofdrivingIamstoppedbyawoman.

Ifit’satricktomugmesheshouldconsiderherself

dead.SheisdrivingaPorscheCayenne

“ThankyouforstoppingIwassoscaredofgetting

robbed”

“Howlonghaveyoubeenwaiting?”

“AnhourIthink,mycarisnolongerstartingplease

helpme”

“Okletmesee”Igetoutofmycarandgotohers.

Shesmellsofberries,shehasshortunrulyhair

whichisabitbrown.



“It’snowworking”Itellher.Shehugsmethenshe

escapesmyembraceblushing

“ThankyouIoweyoulunchpleasegivemeyour

numbers”

“Youdon’thavetoworry”

“Iinsist”

“Okcool”aftergivinghermynumbersshedrives

fast.

DamnIdidn’tevengethername.

It’sbeforemiddayIamalreadyinDurban.My

motherin-lawis

Sittingoutsidereadingabook

“Sonhowareyou?”

“IwillbeokMa..howareyou?”

“IamgoodNomthandazocalledusingaprivate

numbersayingsheisok”



“Oh”

“Iknowhowyoufeelmysonwecanalwaysgive

youbackyourmoneyforlobola”

“It’sfineMa.Wherearemysons?”

“Youcameforthem?”

“YesImissthem”

“Ididn’tpacktheirclothes,Ithoughttheywhere

goingTostaywithussinceyouknow...”shesays

standingup

“Theyhaveclothesbackhome”

“Ok”

WhenIgetinsidethehouseIfindthemwatchingTV.

Whentheyseemetheyandhugme.

“IfashowBabathepictureofmamawhenshewas

inhighschool”sunbeamsayslaughing

“OkIwill”theyshowmeherpictureshelooked

beautifulandinnocentthislittledemon.

WeleaveDurbanaround6pm.Nomthandazo’s

fatherisreallyworriedabouther.



Twomonthslater

IamwearingmyTuxedoIamaccompanying

Nomcebotoherworkfunction.Wehavebeen

datingforawhilesheisadivorcée

“Youlooksobeautiful”Itellherkissingherneck.

Sheiswearingacreamdressthatmatchesherlight

skin.Ican’tgetenoughofhercurves

“ThankyouThemba”shekissesme

“What’sgoingtohappenifweskipthisevent?”

“Wewon’t”shegigglesgettingherbagfromthe

table.WedrivetoGallagherEstate.Theykeepon

talkingIamevensleepy.Whenthetimetoparty

comesIpullherhand

“Wearegoinghome”Itellherlaughing

“Myplaceoryours?”

“Yourssweetheart“thelastthingIwantisto

introduceNomcebotomysons



IdrivetoCenturionnooneissayinganything.She

keepsonbrushingmycock.Iswearsheisavixen

WhenwegettoherhouseItearherdress

“It’sexpensiveNyambose”shegiggleshiding

herself

“Iwillbuyyoutenmore”mytonguegoestoherclit.

Shetasteslikeoystersfuvk

“IwouldeatthiseverydayNomcebo”

Shescratchesmybackasshecomes

“Thenightisstillyoung”Itellher

******************

Theboysarealreadygoingtoschool.Sunbeamis

doinggrade000whileIfaisdoinggrade1

“Babawillmomevercomeback?”Sunbeamasks

lookingoutthewindow.Helookslost

“Ihopeshewill”

“Doesshemissusbaba?”Ifaasks



“Shelovesyouguys

“Youcan’tanswerasimplequestionNyambose”Ifa

says

“DaddyIfasaysmamarantobewithanotherman

becauseshedoesn’tloveusanymore”

“WhotoldyouthatIfa?Whyareyoutellingyourlittle

brothernonsense?”

“Babaitactuallymakessense.IheardAuntytelling

sisMagdalene”IfasaysshruggingdamnAlex’s

wife,Alexbetterputherinlineorelseshewon’tlike

mytruecolors.Wefinallygettoschool

“Iloveyouboys”

“Loveyou”

“IloveyoubababutIhatemama”Ifasaysbanging

thedoor.IdropmyheadonthesteeringWhereyou

MaNcwane?!

MyphoneringsasIamabouttoleavetheschool

“Heybaby”it’sNomcebo

“HeyThemba”shedoesn’tsoundlikeherusualself.



“Areyouokay?”

“Iampregnant”

“Thembaareyouthere?”
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Shecan’tbepregnant

“Wehaven’thadsexforaverylongtimeNomcebo”

“Itdoesn’ttakethewholeyeartomakeababy

Thembaeventwominutescancreateawhole

humanbeing”

“Eiish”

“Youdon’thavetoworryIamanindependent

womanIwillbeabletoraisemyownkid”shedrops

thecallIbangmyheadonthesteering.Thisisnot



thetimetobehavelikeasissy.Iknowthatthebaby

ismine.KnowingNomceboverywellshereally

doesn’tneedanythingfromme.Sheiscapableof

raisingthebabyalone.Igiveheracall

“Don’tdoanythingstupid“Ishout

“IamnotgoingtodoanythingNyambose.The

choiceisyourswhetheryouwanttobepartofthe

baby’slifeornot”

“Don’tsaythatofcourseIwanttobethepartof

baby’slife“

“I’msorry”

“Whereareyou?”

“Iamattheoffice”

“Iamcomingtopickyouupnow”

“Ok”

TheveryfirsttimeImetNomceboitwaswhenI

wasonmywaytoDurban.Ihadhelpedherwithher

car.Wehadbeengoingout.Weendeduphaving

sexonedrunknight.NowthatsheispregnantI

don’tevenknowwhattodo.WhatIknowisthatI



wanthertokeepthebaby.WhenIgettoherofficeI

findherwaitingformeoutside.Igetoutofthecar

andwalktowardsher.Wehugforaverylongtime

“Areyouhappywiththis?”Sheasksmefidgeting

“AchildisablessingbabyofcourseIamhappy”

wekisspassionately

“IamalsohappyIneverthoughtthatIwasever

goingtobeamom”

“Doyouwantustogotothedoctornow?”

“YeswecangotomyGPwhoresidesinRosebank”

“Giveheracallthen”

“Whosaidit’saher?”Shegiggles

“WellI’dliketothinkthatit’saher”shelaughsIend

upjoiningher

“It’sahim”shekissesmepassionately

“Oh”thelastthingIwantistocontrolawoman.We

drivetoRosebank.WhenwegettoherGPwewait

forhimtofinishattendinghisclient.

“GooddayMissZulu”



“Howareyoudoc?”

“Allgoodandyou?”Wefollowhim

“I’mgood,thankyouforfittingusin”

“Notaproblemyoumaylieonthebed”

Hechecksherandlaterdoesanultrasound

“Canyouheartheheartbeatsir?”

“YesIcan“Itellhim

“Whencanwecheckthegender?”Nomceboasks

excitedly

“Ithinkit’sbetterifwegetsurprised”

“Yesyouareright”

OncewearedonewiththedoctorItakehertomugg

andbean

“Iwanttotellmysonsaboutyou“

“AreyousureNyambose?Imeanthispregnancy

shouldn’tforceyoutodothatespeciallyifyouare

notready“



“Iamdoingthiswillingly.Ifyouwantyoucanmove

inwithus.Iwanttotakecareofyou”shejumpson

meexcitedly

“Iwouldlovethat”wekissagain

“Iamsohornyrightnow”Itellher

“WhatcanIdoforyousir?”Sheaskslaughing

“Youaresuchadirtynaughtygirl”

AfterhavingourlunchIdriveherbacktoher

workplace.It’salmost12Ineedtogettoschool

beforetheyknock.Thetrafficisterrific.Ifaisgoing

tothrowsometantrums.

I’mthirtyminuteslate

“Babayouarelateagain”Ifasayshehasashort

temperBriansaysheislikeme.

“Goodafternoonboys”

“AfternoonLakhe”Sunbeamsays

“Whotaughtyouthat?”

“Noonelet’sgotospurImisseatingribs”



“Yaayweloveribsbaba”

“Okright”

Idrivetospur..theyordertheirmealsIsettlefor

burgerandfries

“Iwanttotellyousomethingguys”

“Ok”

“Ihaveagirlfriendnow”

“Whatisagirlfrienddaddy?”Sunbeamasks

“Afriendwhoisagirlwhoyoucankissanddostuff

with”Ifasayslaughing

“Whotaughtyouthat?”

“AlexJnrdaddy,hehasagirlfriend“

“IamgoingtotellAlex”theybothlaugh

“Isshebeautiful?”

“Yesandsheispregnant”

“Ohmyworddaddy”Sunbeamsaysfrowning

“Don’tmindhimbabahe’sangrybecauseheisno

longerthelastborn”Ifateaseshim



“Iwillstillloveyouguysthesame”

IhugbothofthemhowIlovemysons.

Wedrivebackhomewithasleepingsunbeam.

WhenwegethomeIaskthemaidtoremove

everythingthatismybedroomandmoveittothe

basement.ThefollowingIbringinanewbedand

brandnewcurtains.Ijustdon’twantanythingthat

willremindmeofNomthandazo.

It’sweekendNomcebocamewithherbagsIopen

thedoorforhershesmiles

“Doyouthinktheywilllikeme?”

“Theywill”

Wefindtheboyssittingintheloungetheylookat

Nomieinacalculatingway

“Hi”Nomcebogreetsthemsmiling

“Hey”Ifasays

“Hello”Sunbeamresponds



“IamNomcebo”

“Baba’sgirlfriend,IamIfalakhe”

“IamSunbeamyouareverybeautiful.Areyou

goingtobemynewmommy?”

“Doyouwantmetobeone?”

“YesIdon’thaveamom”myheartbreaksformy

son

“Comegivemeahug”SunbeamgoestoNomcebo

theyhugforaverylongtimetheyarebothcrying.I

cantellthattheyhaveautomaticallyconnected

“Doyoulovemydaddy?Likewillyoudostuffwith

him?”Sunbeamsaskswealllaugh

“Yes”

“Yestowhat?”Sheshylybitesherlowerlip

“Everything”

“YouaresobeautifulNewmommy”Ifasays

laughing.IsendBrianamessagetellinghim

ThatheshouldlookingforNomthandazo.He

respondswithanok.



Threeyearslater...

Nomcebogavebirthtoaboywholookssomuch

likeIfa.Heisthelightskinnedversionofhisbrother.

Lifehasbeenreallygoodtous

“Haveyouguyspackedeverythingyoumightneed

forthetrip?”IaskNomcebo

“Yesdaddy”SunbeamandNomceborespond

laughing.WenamedoursonThembalakheCebo

Nyambose.

“BabaCeboiscryingbeardoesn’twantmetocarry

him“Ifasayscominginsideourbedroom.Thelittle

oneisscreamingbehindhim.HeisverylazyIcan

seehimcrawling,heactuallypreferscrawlingover

working

“Cebocomehere”hewipeshistears

“Baba”

“Itoldyoutostopcrawlingandwalk.Areyoualazy

boy?”



“No”

“Youareturningthreethisweekendsoactlikethat”

Ikisshisnoseandwipehistearyface

“OkbutdaddyIfadoesn’twanttoplaywithme”

“Heislyingdaddy”

“Nyamboseyouarespoilinghimtoomuch.Cebo

willgiveusproblems”Nomcebosaysfrowning.

“Mommybutheisthelastbornsoweshouldlove

himwholeheartedly”sunbeamtellsher

“Butthatdoesn’tmeanweshouldspoilisn’tit?“

“Checkifwehavethepassportsandevery

importantdocument”ItellNomcebo

“Wehaveallthat“

Alexisalreadyoutsideheistheonedrivingusto

theairport.WearegoingtoParistocelebrate

Cebo’sbirthday

“Youcarriedalotofthingsareyousureyouare

comingback?”



Alexasks

“Yesweare”itellhim.

“Thandekawantedtoaccompanyyouguysbutthen

somethingpoppedup”

“Howsweetofher“Nomcebosayssmiling

“BabaSunbeamissqueezingme”Ifacomplains

“Heislyingbaba”

“OhGodwhatdidIdotodeservethis”theyboth

laugh.WegettotheairportAlexwishesuswell.

“WehadfuninZanzibardoyouthinkParisisnicer

thanParismommy?”

“Iamnotsuresunbeamwewillseewhenweget

there”sherespondskissinghim.Sunbeamissuper

spoiled.

TheloveSunbeamshareswithNomcebois

absolutelyamazing.Iaminahappyplace.



WhenwegettoPariswegotoourvilla.Itisexactly

whatIhadseenoninternet.Theboyshavetheir

ownroom.IhidetheringIboughtforNomcebo

underneaththebed

“Cebowillsleepwiththeboys”Itellher

“Heisgoingtocry”

“Tryhim”

AfterhavingdinnerIfacarriesCebototheirroom.

AftertakingashowerNomcebojoinsmeIdropher

towelandopenherlegswider.Sheisshavenand

clean

“Themba”shemournssoftly

“IloveyouNomiesomuch”mytongueflattenson

herclit.Shescreamsbrushingmyhead.Myfingers

gostraightintohercorewatersprayscomingfrom

herpussy.ShecloseshereyesIpositionmyselfin

herglisteningcore

“Fuckyoufeelsogoodbaby“

**********************



TodayisourlastnightinParisItakeoutthering.It

hasahugediamond.Myphoneringsit’sBrian

“HeyBrian”

“Areyougood?”

“IamgoingtoproposetomywomannowyesIam

good”

“Youdon’tloveher”

“Shemakesmykidshappy.Sheisthemotherofmy

kids”

“Kidnotkids”

“FuckyouBrian”

“WegottheleadonNomthandazo”

“Idon’trememberaskingyoutolookforher”Ifeel

betrayedbecauseItoldhimtodropit

“Ineverstopped.SheisinCapetown”

“ItsbeenfiveyearsalreadybythewayIdon’tcareI

wantnothingfromher.Nomcebomakesmehappy”



“Areyousure?”

“Amandoesn’twantlovefromawomanhewants

respect”

“Okdomeafavorcomebackhome,you’llpropose

toNomcebowhenyoucomebackfromCapeTown”

“No”

“Areyouscaredthatyouwillchickenout?”

“FuckyouBrianyoudon’twanttoseemehappy”

“It’sactuallytheopposite”hedropsthecall.
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Thethoughtofgoingtoworkjusttiresme.Idonot

wanttoworkanymore.YesterdayIbarelyslept.I

hadbeencryingthewholenightmissingmykids.

ThenIdecidedtostalkLakhehe’sgettingmarried.

Whathurtsthemostisthefactthattheladyisnow

closertomyfavoriteson.Ibathfastandwearmy



horribleclothes.Iwasneverthisugly,I’meven

growingwhitehair.Matsaysit’sstress.HehootsI

grabmybagandtwoapples

“Goodmorning”hegreetsmekissingmycheek

“Hi”

“Youstalkedthemagain”Idohaveahabitof

stalkingmyexes

“Youshouldhaveallowedmetoleave.NowIfeel

likeIamacowardwhoranawayfromherissues”

“Hewasgoingtokillyou”

“He’smarryingher”

“Doyoustilllovehim?”

“YesIhaveneverstoppedImeanIhaven’tevenhad

sexforfiveyears”hechuckles

“Icanhookyouupwithsomeone”webothlaugh

“ShutthefuckuphowisZibudoing?”

“Heisgoodhelookssomuchlikeme”

“TellyourwifethatweekendI’mhostingabraai



party”

“Iwill..youreallylooksad”

“Imissmyparents,nextmonthIamgoingback

home.Youguyscantakeeverythingthatismine

andsellitorkeepit”

“Havingasisterisnice”hechuckles

“Ofcoursesoishavingalittlebrother”

“Don’tbethissadyoureallyworryme”

“Iwillbefine,howwasyourweekend?”

“Itwasn’thecticasalways”

“AreyoucheatingonyourwifeMat?”

“NoInearlydidbutIcouldn’tcontinuewithit”

“Greatyoushouldn’trepeatthemistakesImade”

“Iwon’t”

Imissmysonssomuchthatithurts.Everythingis

myfaultIshouldn’thaveallowedmyselftoget

playedbyMbusoIshouldn’thaveleft.Ishouldhave

allowedLakhetokillme.



Wefinallygettoworkhedropsmeoff

“Iwillseeyoulater”

“Yabye”Iclosethedoorandwaitbythegate.Cindy

opensthegatewellshelooksangry

“Goodmorningma’am”Iknowshehasmood

swings

“YesGoodmorning”Iwalktothekitchenshe

followsme

“BeforeyouputyourbagdownIwouldliketo

apologizebutIhavetodothis”

“Dowhat?”Fearsinvadesme

“Wehavetoletyougo“

“WhatdidIdo?DidIperhapsdosomethingwrong

?”

“No..youcantakethismoneyanduseit.Ipaidyou

forthismonthandnextmonth”

“PleaseCindydon’tdothis”shehugsmecrying

“IwillalwaysloveyouConnie,mysonswillalways

missyou“Ipullawayfromhercrying.



IgetataxitoKhayelitsha,Igetoffnearthetarven

andbuymy6packandabottleofwine.The

landladyissittingoutsidewhenIgethome

“Todayyouknockedoffearlyuh,youareeven

drinkinginthemiddleofthemonth.Itmustbenice

tobeyou”

“Igotfired”

“Sorry,pleasegivemeone”Ihandhertwobottlesof

Savannah

“Thankyou,didyoubuycigarettes?”

“Yes”

“Givemetwo”

“Ok”Igivehertwo.

WhenIgettomyroomIdrinkmyalcoholand

smokemycigarettes.I’mwokenupbyacall

“Mat”

“Sisterareyouathome?”

“YesIam”



“Areyoudrunk?”

“YesandNofuckCindyfiredme”Istartcrying

“Pleasecomeoutsidewelluhm..”

“Youaremadcomeinside,Iwillcookforus,Icould

usesomecompanyIamstressed”

“PleasehurryIamwaitingforyououtside”Idrop

hiscallandgetoffthebed.Iwearmyslippersand

walkoutside.MyheartbeatsfastLakhehasbeaten

upMatimba.WhenIlookathimhemouthssorry

“OhmyGodI’msosorryMat”

“IfyouthinkaboutrunningIwillshoothim”Iturn

aroundandgotohim.Hestilllooksthesame.Heis

wearingapairofblackjeansandacrispyblack

shirt

“YoushouldhavedonebetterNomthandazo.Isthis

thethingthatyouaredating?Younowstayin

backroomsandyouworkasamaid.Ifyouhadtold

methatthiswasgoingtohappenIwasgoingto

laughmyassoff”Lakhesayswithhisvoicefilled



withvenom

“Lethimgo”Itellhim

“Let’sjustshoothimforfunThembalakhe”Brian

spits

“Heislikemylittlebrotherwehaveneverdone

anythingindecent”

“Whowouldfuckyouwhenyouliterallylooklike

trash?”LakhesaysIlookdownasfreshtearsfall

“Matthankyouforeverythingyouhavedoneforme.

Thereisanenvelopeontopofthebeduseit.Tell

ZibuthatifIamaliveIwillalwayslovehim.CanI

hughim?”

“Youalwaysdothingswithoutmyapprovalwhat

haschanged?Youhavealwaysopenedyourlegs

formenwithoutaskingme”Lakhespits

“Thenlethimgo”heletshimgo.Ihughimandkiss

hischeek

“WeloveyouConnie“

“Iknow”



Brianopensthedoorforme

“ThisoneisnotaladyBrianwhywasteyourtime

andopenthedoorforher.Aslutshouldbetreated

likeone”Lakhesays,hisaimistobreakmeandhe

hassucceeded.Ican’tstopcrying

“Forapersonwhohasmovedonyouare

completelybitter”Briansayssmirking

“Howarethekids?”Iaskhim

“Theyaredoingbetterwithoutyouthankyoufor

asking”

“Howareyou?”

“Iamgoodandveryhappywithoutacheating

whore.I’mevengettingmarriedtothemotherofmy

son”

“CongratulationsLakhe”

“IamsureIdidn’tneedyoutocongratulateme”

“Iamreallysorryforhurtingyouandforbeing

disloyal”



“StopthecarBrian”

“WeareonthefuckenfreewayThembalakhe”

Hebackslapsmemyheadhitsthewindow

“Youinfuriatemestopopeningyourmouthand

spewingnonsense.Iwillexorcisethedemonin

you”hechokesme

“Youarehurtingme“Iscreamcrying.Hisphone

rings

“Yesbaby,wearegoingtosleepinahotelourflight

isleavingtomorrowat8am.Nomcebo..juststopok.

Idon’tloveherIjustwanthertoraiseherkids.I

loveyoubaby..whyisCebostillup?Ohokseeyou

tomorrow.Iloveyou“hedropsthecallandrelaxes

“NomsoyouarenowConnie?”Brianasks

“Yes..IwantedtogotoMozambiquebutyou

distractedmyplans”

“Don’ttellmeyousawmeandranaway”Briansays

chucklingIsmile



“YesIdid”weboth

“YoudidwellIwasgoingtoslaughteryouthatday”

“Youarelaughingit’sniceuh?Everythingisajoke

toyou.Youdestroypeopleandmoveonewithyour

lifewhileothersareleftmendingtheirhearts.What

isfunny?YounowwanttosleepwithBrian?”

“Thembalakhe..”

“JuststopBrianwhydidyouevenforcemetocome

withyou?”

“Theboyswanttheirmother”Brianrespondswitha

chirpedvoice

“Oktheboysarenotheresonowcanyoustop

talkingandlaughingit’sannoyingme”Lakhesays

Brianparksinamotel

“Iwillgetusthreerooms”

“IwillsleepwithNomthandazoImeanConnie.She

issocunningshemightrunawayfromus”Lakhe

says



“AreyouokaywiththatNom?”Brianasks

“Yes”

Wewalkinsidethemotel,Briangoestotheroom

nexttooursIcantellthathe’sworriedaboutmeas

Iam.

“Iwilltakeabath”

“DowhateveryouwanttodoIdon’tgiveafuck”

Thereisathinlinebetweenloveandhate.Hemight

hatemenowbutIknowhestilllovesme

“Younowhavewhitehair”hesaystome

“InoticedMatusedtosayit’sstress”Itellhim

laughing,helaughstooit’stheveryfirsttimeIsee

himlaughing

“Didyouevermissme?”

“Always..Ineverstoppedlovingyou”hefrowns

“Lookatmegettingallexcitedaboutthis.Youare

thislittleevilthingthatknowshowtoenticemen”



“CanIsleepnow?”

“Ofcourse”hegetsoffthebedandgoestothe

bathroom.Hecomesouttenminuteslatenaked.I

closemyeyesasmyimaginationrunswild

“Whyareyoubreathingsoheavilymydearwife?”I

closemyeyesnotwantingtorespond.Hishands

movebetweenmylegs

“Sowetasalways!Alwaysreadytotakeacock”he

sayskissingme.Histonguetasteslikealways

“Youaresotightbaby..fuck”

“Lakhe”hekissesmynipplessettlinginbetween

mylegs.Ifeelthetipofhiscockonmyslit

“NonoyouaretoobigLakhe”

“Youhavealwaystakenme”hegoesdowntomy

bellybuttonandkissesit.Histongueflattensonmy

clit.Helicksandsucksmeupupuntilwatercomes

outfrommycookie

“Youtastesogood”heinsertshimselfinsidemy

throbbingcookie.Iscreamheisgoinginandoutof

meslowlyIcan’tstopcrying.Orgasmisaboutto



takeover

“LakheI’msoclose”hegrowsinsideme.Icumhe

followsafterme.Hespurtsinsideme

“ThisisthebestsexIhaveeverhad”

“Thankyou”

“Youaresomethingthatismeanttobegiven

pleasure.Youwerecreatedtogivemenpleasure.

Youareacumbag“Istartcrying

“Youdon’thavetobemean.Whywon’tyoukillme?”

“Thereisnofuninkillingyou.Iwantyoutoseethat

youcanbereplacedasmotherandasawife”
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Igotoffthebedinthemiddleofthenightandwent

tothebathroomandcried.Lakhetreatedmelikethe

whorethatIam.Thewordshespokereallybroke

myheart.ImissmymomthemomentIgetto



JohannesburgI’lltakeabustoDurban.Itakeabath

andIcan’tevenstopthetears.AfterbathingIwear

myclothesandsitonthecouch.Iendupsleeping

there.It’s6:30LakhehasgonetobathIcan’teven

lookathim.

“Younolongergreetinthemornings”hesaystome.

HeisexpectingmetoreactbutIwon’tgivehimthat

satisfaction.

“Areyounowmute?Whichisreallysurprisingsince

youwerenotbehavingthatwayyesterday”he

opensthedoorandleavesIfollowhim.Brianis

alreadywaitingforusinthereception

“GoodMorningConnie”Ismilealittle

“HiBrian”

“Thembalakhearewegoingstraighttotheairport”

“WeneedtopassbythepharmacyandgetConniea

morningafterpillsinceherwombisreallyfriendly

thelastthingIwantistohaveababywiththe

womanwhobetrayedme”

“OkIwilldriveusstraighttothepharmacy”



Whenwegettothepharmacyhegivesmethe

money

“Gobuyit”

“Sinceitbothersyoumuchwhydon’tyougoand

buyitThembalakhe”

“Nomthandazodon’ttestme”Igetoutfromthe

backseatandsitinfrontwithBrian

“LeavemealoneThembalakhe.Whydon’tyougo

andbuyitsothatyoucangobacktoyourpretty

wifetobewhoyoulovesomuch”

“ShehasaloudmouthBriancanyouseethat”

“GivemethemoneyIwillbuyit”Briansaysgetting

offthecarIfollowhim.Helooksatmeandfrowns

“YouhurthimNom”

“IknowandIregretitBrian.Ifuckedupreallybad

buthehastokillmeifhedoesn’twanttoforgive

me”

“WhenwegetbacktoJohannesburg.Stayaway

fromhimandhiswife”



“Hehatesmesohewillstayawayfromme”

“Youleavingbrokehim”

“Thewifetobefixedhim.Ireallymissmysons”

“Itoldyourkidsgoodthingsaboutyou.Ihopeyou

willtrybyallmeanstowinthemover”

“Idon’tknowwhyyouaredoingthisBrian.Iknow

youhatedmesothiskindofloveisrather

questionable”

“IknowyouthinkthatIstillhateyoubutIdon’t”

Iswallowthepillsanddrinkmywater

“Youcanstillthrowawaythosepillsforcontrol”

Briansayswebothlaugh

“Noneverhe’dkillme”

WhenwegetinthecarwefindMrgrumpyonacall.

Iclosemyeyesalittle.IamwokenupbyBrian

whenIcheckthesurroundingsweareattheairport

“IhadnotrealizedthatIhadfallenasleep”Itell

Brian



“Youwereevensnoring”

“Youarelying,Idon’tsnore”Itellhimgiggling

“WellIheardyousnoring”

“Gotohell”webothlaugh.Iopenthedoorfor

myselfandfollowthemlikeagoodservantthatI

am.

Theflightattendantslookatmeinaweirdway.

Maybeit’sbecauseofthisuglyoutfitIamwearing.

Briansitsinbetweenus.Ican’tstopfidgeting

“Youneedtocalmdowntheywillgetusedtoyou”I

wipemytear

“IamjustscaredofIfaheissohardheadedlike

Lakhe.Iknowhewon’tforgiveme”Brianchuckles

“YouaremockingmeNomthandazowhileIam

avoidingyou”Lakhespits

“IamsorryIthoughtyouweresleeping”

Weallfallintodeepsilence.Whenwegetto

JohannesburgwefindAlexalreadywaitingforus.

Herunstomeandenvelopesmeinahug



“It’ssogoodtohaveyouback”

“HiAlex,howiseveryone?”

“Theyaregood,doyouguyswantustohavesome

brunchbeforeIdriveyouhome?”

“Nomywomanisalreadywaitingforme”Lakhe

says

“Okletmedriveyouhome.Brianwewillgooutafter

droppingthemoff”

“YesI’ddosomewhiskeyI’moverthinking”

WefinallygethomedidIjustsayhome.It’sno

longermyhome.Iseetheboysplayingoutsidethen

thereisthelittleone,helookslikemysonsomuch.

“AllthebestNom”Briansayshuggingme

“Thankyou”

Wepasstheboys

“Goandtakeabathandwearniceyoulooklikea

hobo”Igoupthestairs



“UhImovedyourthingsdownstairs.Theroom

Vuyousedtouse”

“IwantmybedroomLakhe”

“It’snolongeryoursNotofojustdoasIsayfor

once”

“Ok”

WhenIgettotheroomit’sthesamesizeasmy

Khayelitsharoom.AfterbathingIwearmyreddress

thatusedtobeLakhe’sfavorite.Icombmyblack

andwhiteAfro,hestillkeptmypearls.Iwalkoutof

theroomandfindLakhewithhiswoman.Sheisthe

epitomeofbeautywithhervoluptuousbody.Very

lightskinned,herskinissocaramel.Iswallowa

lumpinmythroat

“Hisis”shegreetsmesmiling

“HiIamNomthandazoNyambose”

“NomceboZulu”

“SoonyouwillbeaNyambose”Ismile

“Yes”shesayswithachirpedvoice.Iwalkoutof

thehouseshefollowsme



“CanIspeaktothemfirst?”Shesaystome

“Why?”

“Theyaregoingtobemeantoyou.Iwanttocalm

themdown”

“IwillhandlethemafterallIgavebirthtothem”

“Yetyouleftthem”

“Don’ttalkaboutthethingsyoudon’tknow”

“Thandekatoldmeeverything”

“Sheisthebestsnakeever.Didshetellyouthatshe

gotThando’sdadkilled?ThatshesleptwithAlex

theveryfirsttimeshemethimthroughme?Imean

shefuckedhimwhileherbumpwasbig?Apregnant

cheatingwhore.Sheshouldn’tjudgeme”Ismileand

leaveherdumbfounded.

WhenIreachtheirgroundIpracticallysweat

“Ifa,CeboandSunbeamhowareyou?”Theylookat

meandcontinueplaying

“Ifacomehere”



“IwillonlycometoyoubecausedadsaidIshould

respectelders”hetossestheballdown

“Iamsorryforeverything”

“Whatdoyouwantfromus?Wearehappywhy

don’tyougobackwhereyoucomefrom?”

“Circumstancesforcedmetoleaveyouguys.Iam

sorry”

“AuntyThandekasaidyouleftwithanotherman”

“SheliedIdidn’tleavewithanotherman”Isay

crying,sunbeamjoinsushelookssomuchlikeme

“WhydidyouleaveNotofo?”

“IamsosorrySunbeampleaseforgiveme”

“Iwillaskmommytogivemeanadvice”Sunbeams

sayspickingupCebo

“Ihateyou”Ifaspits.Iwalkinsidethehouseand

openthecupboardthatstoreswinesItaketwo

“Whatthefuckareyoulookingat?”IaskNomcebo

shejustsmiles

“Towinthembackyouneedtobegme.Beatmy



mercyandstayawayfrommyman”Ilaugh

“Soyouhavealowselfesteem?Youareusingmy

kidstoyourownbenefit”

“Ineedyougone”

“Iwillsuggestthattoyourman.Don’ttellmetostay

awayfromLakhebecauseifyoupushmeyouwill

findyourselfwithoutamanandachild”

“Youarehallucinating“Ichuckle

“Ifhedidn’tlovemewhydidhecomeafterme?”

“Sothatyoucanbeinyourkids’slives”

“Correctandalsobecausehelovesme.Hetoldme

thatIgavehimthebestfuckwhenhefuckedme

yesterday.Tryandbewildinthebedroomdon’tbe

likeadeadchicken”sheslapsmehard

“Betterbethelasttimeyoudothat”Igotomy

bedroomanddrinkmywine.Mykidshatemeand

Nomceboisreallyturningthemawayfromme.I’m

wokenupbyaknock

“Whatdoyouwant?”



“Comeandhavedinnerma’am”

“Getthefuckoutofhere”

“BosssaysIshouldn’tcomebackwithoutyou”

“Tellhimtogoandfuckhimself”shegoes.

Afterfiveminutesaknockcomes

“NotofoopenthefuckendoorbeforeIlosemyshit”

“NoIdon’twant”

“Iwillbreakthisdooranddealwithyou.I’mgiving

youthirtysecondstodothat.Youcan’tbebehaving

likeachild”

“Iamachild”Istripandopenthedoorwearinga

thongandabra.Myeyesarepuffyred

“Whatdoyouwant?”

“Youhaven’teatenanything.Igotscaredbecause

youdostuntsallthetime”

“IamnotgoingtokillmyselfLakheandmissout

seeingyouhappywithyourwife”Nomceboappears

shestopsonhertrailsandlooksatmeIstartcrying



“IthurtsLakhemykidshateme”hehugsme

“GivethemtimeTofo”

“Iwanttodieeverythingisgoingsouth”

“Noteverythingwearehereforyou”Ikisshischeek

andhughimtightly.Nomcebocoughs

“Nyambosewearewaitingforyou.Thekidsare

nowhungry”

“Iwilljoinyounowyouguyscangoandeat”she

smiles

“LetmetakecareofNomthandazowhileyoueat

withtheboys”

“Thanks”whenLakheleavesIstraightenmyself

smiling

“Youareevil”Nomcebotellsme

“Neverdoubtthat”

“Whydon’tyoudie?”

“GivememykidsandI’llmoveout.Ihavemyown

businessesIhaven’tbeenmanagingthem.Tellyour

husbandtogivemebackmybusinesses”



“Isee”

“Closethedooronyourwayout”

It’sbeenaweeksinceIcamebackIhavebeen

avoidingLakheasIpromisedNomcebo.Ireallylike

her,shedeserveshim.Theboyshavebeentryingto

warmupwithme.

It’sSaturdayIhaveacoupleofrandsthatNomcebo

gaveme.Itakeataxitotown.WhenIgettopark

stationIgetabustoDurban.IgettoDurbanaround

4pm.

“Nomthandazoisthisyou?”Myfatheraskscrying

“Heydaddy..it’smeImissedyousomuch”

“Notofo”momscreamswhensheseems.

“Imissedyouguys”wegetinsidethehousemy

littlebrothersjumpswhenhesees

“Younowhaveawhitehairs”

“IwillkickyourassNcwane“

Wealllaugh..wespendthewholenightlaughing.



It’s8amIjustfinishedcleaningtheyard

“Notofoyoudidn’ttellanyonethatyouarecoming

here”Iputthebroomdownandwipemyhands

“Theydon’townmemom”

“Youstillhavetoinformthem.Thatmanwasruined

thedayyoudisappeared”

“Mysonshateme”

“Theywillwarmuptoyousomeday”

“Yesyouareright”

Wepreparesomebreakfastmylittlebrother’s

girlfriendjoinsus

“HowfarareyouSihle?”Iaskhershesmiles

“I’mfivemonthspregnantsis”

“IknowmybrotherisstillbuildinguphiscareerI

willsupportyoufinancially”

“Thankyousis”Ncwanesayssmiling

“Pleasureallmine”



Around2pmacarstopsoutsidemyhouse.Iknow

whoitis,afterwashingdishesIfindLakheinthe

loungewithmydad

“MakeusteaNotofo”

“OkBaba,howareyouLakhe?”

“Good”hesayswithoutlookingatme.

Igivethemteaandgotomyroom

“YouhavetogobackhomenowTofo”

“Ihavenochoicesinceheisalreadyhere”.Mom

preparesfoodforthem

Weleavehomearound3pm

“Youreallyenjoyinghurtingme.Whydoyoualways

disrespectmemoonbeam?Can’tyouseethatIam

toooldtoberunningaroundlookingforyou?”

“Youarenotold,IamreallysorryLakheIdidn’t

knowthatIhavetoinformyouwhenIcomehome”



“Youhavetoinformme.Iwasworriedaboutyou

thewholenight”

“I’msorry”

“It’sok”

“Lakhe”

“Yes”

“Iwanttomoveoutofthehouseandtakeovermy

businesses”

“Yesyouwilltakeoveryourbusinesses”

“IhavebeencheckingouthousesinNorthriding”

“Idon’tlikeit,it’snotsafe”

“Ithasthreebedroomsandit’sinacomplex.They

aresecurityguardstoo.Thereisahighlevelof

safety”

“Oh”hehuffstighteninghishandsonthesteering

“Iwouldliketheboystovisitmeeveryweekend”

“YoukeepondemandingwhataboutwhatIwant“

“WhatdoyouwantLakhe?”



“Youareselfishmoonbeam”Iputmyhandonhis

lap.Hestopsthecarheunbucklesmybeltandputs

meontopofhim.Hekissesmedeeply

“IwanttohurtyousobadbutIknowthatIcan’t

hurtyouwithouthurtingmyself”hetearsmy

snickersanddeepenshimselfinsideme

“Damn”wearebothacryingmess

“I..Ineverstoppedlov..shitI’mcomingmoonbeam

“webothcalmdown.Igetoffhimandfeelbadfor

Nomcebo

“LakheIwantadivorce”myheartbreaksbutIneed

tothinkaboutCeboandhermother

“What?”
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Chapter46

THEMBALAKHE



HowcanIlethergowhenI’msodeepinlovewith

her.Myloveforherneverended

“IsaidIwantadivorce,Idon’twantanythingtostop

youfromgettingmarriedtoNomcebo.Youshould

stopfollowingmearoundlikealostpuppy.Yougot

yourselfagoodwomansoyoushouldn’tpatronize

her”

“Youarenotevenfightingforus”

“LakheyouknowthatIloveyouandIhurtyou

beforesoIdon’tknowwhatyouwantmetodo”

“Stophuffing”Irollmyeyeslaughing

“I’mnotjuststopfollowingmearoundyouare

makinganotherchildfeelinsecure”

“Youarenotevensuggestingmarriagecounselors

youjustwantustodivorcewhatkindofnonsense

isthat”

“Youaretheonegettingmarriednotme.Youcan

startdrivingnowyourwifeisgoingtoworry”

“Nomthandazoyouareondrugs”

“Mhnm”



“MakaIfa”

“BabakaIfa”sherollshereyesandlookoutsidethe

window.

“Wekeepingongoingbackandforth.Ihateit

honestlyspeaking”Itellher

“CanIjustsleep?”

“Areyouavoidingme?”

“Whathappenedtoyou?Younowtalkalotlikea

woman”

“Youdon’tmeanthat!doyou?”

“IwishIdidn’t”

Whenwegethomethegateautomaticallyopens.

WhenCebospotsmehegigglescomingtome

“Heybaby,areyougood?”

“Yepdad,yougood?”heisthesweetestthingever

“Yesson”Ikisshisforeheadputtinghimdown

“Bukhosicomehere?”Hefrowns



“Whyareyoufrowning?”

“Youhardlycallmebymyname!Whathappened

daddy?”

“TellIfathatIwantyouatthebasementaround

five”

Wehavebeentrainingeveryday,Iwantthemto

takeovertheempirewhentheyare17.Thelast

thingIwantisforthemtobeweaklings.Inmyworld

weakmendiefast.Itistheworldofsin,tortureand

death.

“Oksir”

IgotomybedroomandfindNomcebobythe

windowshelookslostinthememory

“HeymamakaCebo”shestrollstowardsmeand

hugsmetightly

“Youhadsexwithher,Icansmellheronyou”

“Nomcebo..”

“Don’tsayanythingNyambose.YouknowthatI

loveyou”



“I’msorry.I..”

“Letmefinishbaba.Doyouseealifewithouther?

Thinkdeeplyaboutthis!Againyoucan’thaveyour

breathbutteredonbothsides”Iswallowthelumpon

mythroat

“Ithoughtasmuch,Ican’tdoanythingtomakeyou

loveme.Iknowyoutriedbutyoufailed.Iamnot

goingtodenyyouaccessinCebo’slife”

“Whatareyoutryingtosay?”

“WhatIamsayingisI’mnotaselfishperson.Ican’t

allowyoutobemiserableasmuchasIam.Ihave

beenmiserablesinceyoumovedherintothisplace

withoutaskingformyopinion.Ihavebeen

miserablesinceyouthreatenedmeaskingme

aboutherwhereabouts!Stormingoutofthehouse

andgoingtoDurbanwithoutinformingme.Hellyes

evenfuckingherinthecar!!Youdonotwant

someonewhorespectsyouNyamboseyouwanta

wildgoosewhoamItostopthat”sheiscrying

profusely.Ihughertightly

“Iamsorryforhurtingyou.Iwillbebetterforyou”



“Youseeyouwanttobebetterforme.Itdoesn’t

worklikethatThemba”

“Howdoesitwork?”

“Youneedtoletmego”

“Youaremad”Igotothebathroomandgeta

shower.

“WhereareyougoingNomcebo?”

“Iamnotgoingtobeplayedtwicebymen.Iam

goingbacktomyhouse”

“Didn’tyousellthathouse?”

“IamnotstupidasyouthinkIam.Didyouforget

thatIspenteightyearsinuniversity..Ihavetwo

degreesIamreallyfarfrombeingstupid”

“Youarebeingimpulsive”

“AreyoutryingtosayIammadNyambose?

StopmeonemoretimeIamsendingonebullet

straighttoyourheart.Iknownothingaboutwhat

youdoforalivingthismightevenbebloodmoney”

“Youarereallylosingit”



“Istartedlosingitthedayshecameintoourlives

Thembalakhe.Shemademefeellessofawoman

withthewayshewearsandyesshetoldmethat

youlikeyourwomanwild.Ihaveneverbeenso

insecureaboutmyweightgainnowIeatonceaday

soIcanbesexylikeher.Youdidn’tevennoticethat

becauseyouarealwaysbusyeyefuckingher.The

paininmyheartistoomuchThembalakhe.Iam

bleedingthelastthingIwanttodoistobacktothe

darkplaceIwasoncein”shecriesmovinghereyes

awayfrommine

“Nomcebo..”shewhimperscrying.Herscreamsare

gutwrenching

“Don’tsayanythingpleasejustletmego”

“NomceboIfuckedup”

“WhenmyexhusbandfuckedmeoverItoldmyself

thatIwouldneverallowamantomessupwithmy

lifeeveragain.Ithoughtwehadexperiencedlifethe

verysameandweweregoingtodobetterbutlittle

didIknowthatIwaswrong.Whenyoucameinto

mylifeIthoughtyouweredifferent.IcaredforyouI



lovedyouandthisishowyourepayme?(Laughing

withtears)Idon’tblameyou.Aheartwantwhatit

wants.IwishyounothingbuthappinessandIhope

shewon’tcheatonyouAGAIN.Sheisgoingtolove

youthewayyouaresupposedtobeloved”

“Youarenotgoinganywhere”

“Youcan’tkeepmeherewhileItellyouthatIdon’t

wanttobehere”

“Watchmetodothat”

“Youguysareinsanebothofyouactually”she

scoffswipinghermucus

“Youdon’tmeanthat”

“IamtiredThembalakheIamtired”

“WewilltalkwhenIcomeback”

Itakethekeysandlockthedoor

“Don’tlockthedoorNyambose,don’tlockthe

fuckendoor”afterlockingthedoorshebangsthe

doorlikealunaticwoman.IbumpintoNotofo

“Lakhe”



“Notnow”

“What’s..”

“Isaidnotfuckennow,geezwomandoyouever

listen?”

“Ok”

Theboysarealreadyinthebasement

“ElSanto”IcallIfait’sthenicknamehegotfrom

Brian.

“Yesdiablo”

“Youaregoingtobeastrongman.Haveyoubeen

trainingyourbrother?”

“Yousaid5butit’snow6”helooksmestraightin

myeyes

“Bukhosi”

“Yes”hesayswhimpering

“WhatdidIsayaboutwhimperingwhensomeone

callsyou?”



“Yousaidweakmendothat”

“Areyouaweakman?”

“Nodad”

“Iamnottrainingyoutobeweaklings.Youguyswill

takeoverourcompanywhenIdie”

“Sorry”BukhosisaysIsqueezehisarm

“OuchIdidn’tmeantoapologize.Fuckyoudiablo

leavemethefuckalonebeforeIbreakyourarm”he

pushesmyarmmysideandtwistsit.Ifindmyself

grinning

“Shit”

Weallchuckle

“Whohasbeentrainingyou?”Iaskthem

“Don’taskquestionsyoudon’twantanswersto”Ifa

sayssmirking.Wetrainfornearlythreehours

“Youmustnevershowyouremotionstotheenemy.

Doyoufuckenhearme?”

“Yeswedosir”



“Twentymorepushups..fromtomorrowourtraining

sessionsaregoingtobedifferent”
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Isitonthecouchsippingmyredwinemindingmy

ownbusiness.ThelastthingIwantistoinvolve

myselfintheirfamilyaffairs.

Sunbeamwalksinwhimpering

“Mamamama!”HelooksatmeonceIstandup

“Sunbeam”Icallhimsoftly

“Mama”hepassesmegoingupthestairs.Ifanods

atmeLakheiswalkingbehindhim.Theyare

sweatingIguesshewastrainingthem.Sunbeam

comesdownstairs

“Dadwhereismymom?”

“She’ssleeping”Lakhesays

“Iwanttoseeher”

“GoandcheckCebo.Iamsureheishungrynow”

Lakhesays



“WellIwillfeedmylittlebrotherinthemeantime.I

hopemomdidn’tditchusheywomenaretricky.I

don’tseemyselfhavingone”SunbeamsaysLakhe

laughs

“Youaresick”Lakhesaysslappinghimlightly.

“I’mseriousdad”

“Youarehavinganarrangedmarriage”Lakhetells

him

“Itwon’tworkonmedad”Sunbeamsayslaughing

“JokesasideIfaistheonegettinganarranged

marriage”theysitinthecouchtalkingasifIamnot

there

“Whyisthatdad?”Ifaisaboyoffewwords.That

reallyscaresmeitfeelsliketheboyisgoingtobea

beast

“Weneedtomakeagreatalliancewiththe

Thompsons”

“Ohwellissheawhiteperson?”Ifaasks

unbothered



“Nosheiscolored”hetellshim

“Shityouaregoingtogetmoereddoyouknowhow

coloredsare?”Sunbeamsayslaughing

“NowomanwillevercontrolmeBukhosiyouknow

mebetter.Let’sgogetCebo”theystandupgoingto

Cebo’sroom

“Youdidn’tthinkaboutfeedingCebo”

“Hehasamother”

“YourkidshadamotherbutNomcebotookcareof

them”

“Yesshefedthempoisonhencetheydon’teven

noticeme”

“Begratefulthattheytalktoyou”hegoesupstairs.

Itseemsliketonightwewon’tbehavingdinnerasa

family.Igrabtheplateanddishupformyself.

AfterwardsIgotobed.

It’stwelveo’clockwhothehellwakesuparound

thattime.It’smeonly.AftergettingabathIgoto

thekitchen.Nomceboisholdingherbags



“GoodmorningsisNomcebo”shesmiles

“HeyNomthandazo,Iamgoingbacktomyhouse.

Pleasetakecareofmyboys”

“Mommydon’tleaveNomthandazocanleaveshe

doesn’tmind”Sunbeamsayscometothinkofithe

wasmyfavoriteson.Ican’thelpitbutfeelhurt.

“SunbeamwewilltalkoutsidewhenIleave”

Nomcebosays

Lakheislookingdownallthetime

“YoucanleaveCebo”Isuggest

“Iamnotthetypethatleaveskidsbehind”shesays

smiling

“Itwasasuggestion”

“Nomthandazoncncncyouareasmartwoman”

shesayssmiling.ShecarriesCebowhileLakhe

carriesthebags

“Daddyareyoucomingwithus?”Ceboasks

“NosonI’llgetyouonweekends”Lakhesays

“Iwantmyparentsstayinginoneroof”Cebosays



crying.Myheartbreaks

“NomcebopleaseleaveuCebobehind“Lakhesays

“NoI’mleavingwithmysonThemba”shewalksout

withcryingCebo

“Ifshestayedwhereshewasnoneofthiswas

goingtohappen”Sunbeamsays

“Rememberwhatyourmommysaidabout

disrespect.”Ifatellshim.

HowdidLakhetakethisdecisionwithouttellingme.

Hecomesbackwithhisheaddown

“Lakhe”

“NotnowTofoplease”

“IamnotgoingtowhineIjustwanttobetherefor

you”

Ipullhimforahug.Ihavewastedalotoftime

beingawayfromthisman.ThemanthatIloveso

muchIdon’tseemyselfwithouthim

“Myson’stearsbrokemyheartTofo”

“Hewilladjustmylove”



“Idon’twanthimtoexperiencethepainhe

experiencedtoday”

“Hewon’theisstronglikehisdaddy”

“IhopeIdidn’tmakeawrongdecision.Thistimeif

youfuckwithmeI’llkillbothofus”

“IwillnevermakeamistakemyLakheIloveyouso

much”

Ifawalksinonusandlaughs

“Dadyoulooksmitten”wealllaugh

“Whohasbeenteachingyouallthat?”

“AlexJnrdad”Ifasayslaughing

“Iwilltellhisfatherthatheisteachingyouold

people’sstuff.IwillalsotellJuniorthathisfriendis

asnitch”

“Iain’tasnitch”hesaysbitinghislowerlip.He

lookssomuchlikeLakhe,howcouldhebetrayme

thismuch

“Heisnotasnitchbaby”ItellLakhebitinghislip.

Ifalaughs



“Mymommyisfightingformelookatyoudad”

“Youcalledmemom”Iaskwithtearsthreateningto

fall

“Iwasjustgivingyouthehardtimeonpurpose.Ido

loveyoumommy.Ialwaysknewthatdadlovedyou.

Ialwayssawhimlookingatyourpictures,Iknew

thathelovedyou.Whatmakeshimhappymakes

mehappy”

“IneverlookedatherpicturesIfa”Lakhesays

laughing

“Youdid”IfasaysrunningLakhefollowshim.

WhenIwalktothebackyardIfindsunbeamsun

gazing

“Sunbeam”

“CallmeBukhosi”

“ItwasIwhogaveyouthisname”helooksatme

withdisbelief

“Whichname?”



“Sunbeam”

“Ididn’tknow”

“Youwanttoknowwhy?”

“NoIdon’t,butyoucantellme”

“Yourfatherhadgivenmeanamemoonbeam.Igot

pregnantwithyouunexpectedly.Youweregiftto

me.Youlookednothinglikeyourfather.You

decidedtolooklikeme.HenceIlovedyouso

much.”

“Oh”

“IamreallysorryforleavingbutI’mnowherefor

good.WhenIgottoCapeTownImadefriends.

Sinceyousaidyoudon’twanttogetmarriedbutI

thinkIhavefoundagreatmatchforyou”weboth

laugh

“ComeonMawhoisit?”

“MygoddaughterZibushe’sMozambicanbyorigin

andSouthAfricanbybirth”

“Whyher?”Heasksblushing



“Youareverylightskinnedandshe’sdarkskinned

I’malreadyimaginingmygrandkids”webothlaugh

hethenfrowns

“Isee”

“IloveyouSunbeampleaseforgiveme.Yourfather

usedtosayyouweremyfavorite.Doyouremember

whenyouthrewpaintonyourfatherscarandyour

hair?”Helaughs

“Irememberdadbeingangry,henearlykilledme”

“Willyouforgiveme?”

“Ican’tpromiseyoumombutIcantry”Ihughim

“Thankyoubaby”

Wegobackinsidethehouse

“Sowhenareyourfriendsvisiting?”

“Iwillconfirmwiththemtoday”Itellhim

“Don’tforget”

“Iwon’t”Icantellthatheisexcited.

Ifindthecleanersremovingthebeddingfrom



Lakhe’sroom.

Imakelunchfortheboys.AfterwardsIgiveMata

call

“Hello”

“Mat”

“Ohmywordyouarestillalive..babyit’sAunty..”

“YesIamImissyousomuch”

“Ithoughthehadkilledyou”webothlaugh

“PleasecomevisitmethisSaturday”

“I’dlove..”

“Iwillsendyouthemoneyfortheflights.Iwantyou

guystoflybringZibuwithyou”

“Thankyousis.Wearedefinitelycomingwithher

shewantstotalktoyou”

“HelloAuntyImissyou”

“Heybabyhowareyou?”

“Ihavebeenmissingyou.Iwillseeyouthis

weekend”



“IloveyouAuntykisses”

“Kisses”

Sunbeamwalksinthestudy,Iambusyreading5am

crew

“HowareyouMa?”

“Iamgoodandyou?”

“Iamgoodhaveyoucalledthem?”Ichuckle

“Youwerenotcheckinguponmeright?”

“WellIwas..uhmyouknow”

“Getthehelloutofhere”hechucklesandleavesme

alone.

WehaddinnerwithoutLakhe.Ihearmydoor

opening

“Youarenotsleeping”hesaysIsitup

“Areyouokay?”

“Iam”hestripsandjoinsme.Hetearsmynight



dress

“Lakhe”hiseyesarefulloflusthistonguetwirls

aroundmynippleIgasp.

“Sweetlikebefore”LakhewhispersIcantaste

bourboninhismouth.ThekissisdeepandIcan’t

helpbutfalldeeperinlovewithhim.Hespreadsmy

thighsaparthistongueslapsmyclitIsquirm

“Ohbaby”Isayingwhispering
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It’sSaturdaymorningIambusysippingmycoffee.

Sunbeamwrapshisarmsaroundme

“TowhathonordoIdeservethis?”Ieyehim

suspiciously

“NothingIwasjustgreetingyou”

“Ihopeso,doyouwantmetomakeyousomething

toeat?”

“NoIwilleatlater,hasIfapassedthisside?”

“Ithinkheisstillinhisroom”



“Okletmelookforhim”

Lakhecomesdownstairswearinghisdresstopand

skinnypants.Helooksgoodenoughtoeat

“Okbacktoearthmuntuwami”hesaysinhisfuck

mevoice

“YouaresogorgeousLakhe”

“Youareweirdwhosaysthattoaman”Istandup

andgotohim.Ihughimengulfinghismasculine

smell

“MemyselfandI.Kissyourdyingwife”hecoatsthe

toppartofmylipwithhistongueherumbles

“Youtastesogood”hewhispers.Histongueopens

mymouthslowlybutsurely.OurtonguestwistI’m

amessI’mgrindingmyfronttohim.Myhand

movestohispantsandtakeouthismanhood.So

cleanandit’scircumcised.Iswallowsalivating,I

lickhismanhoodslowlyhegroans

“Damnyou“Itightenmyhandonhismanhood

pumpinghimfastandfaster.WhenIfeelthathis

closeIswallowhimhecomesuncontrollably.Ilick



mylips

“canIreturnthefavor?”Ichuckle

“Hellnowhereareyougoingbaby?”

“YourfriendsarecomingtodaysoIwantedtobe

theonethatpicksthemup”

“Afterhowyoumoeredhimyoumustbekidding

me”

“ThatisoneofthereasonIampickingthemup.It’s

forpeaceofferingthelastthingIwantistobeseen

asabadguy”

“Ain’tyouabadguyLakhe?”

“UnlessIamprovoked”

“IthoughtthatyouweregoingtopickCeboup”

“Youwilldothat,hehastogetusedtoyou”

“Idon’thaveNomcebo’shomeaddress”

“I’llputitinyournavigator”

“Letmegoandbathinthemeantimeyoucancall

yourwomanandtellherI’mcomingtopickupmy



son”hechuckles

“NomcebowillkickyourassNomIcanseethatyou

can’tfighttosaveyourlife”

“You’dbesurprised”

IleavehimlaughingaftertakingabathIdecideto

wearmywhitewrinkleddress.It’snotthatshortI

lovehowfreeitmakesmefeel.WhenIgettothe

kitchenIfindawhitecupwrittenwithablack

marker‘fromnowonthisisgoingtobeyourcup

afterwhatwesawyoudoingtodad’

Inearlyfaintthereandthere.Thetworascalswalk

insmiling

“IamgoingtopickCeboupareyoucomingwithme

?”

“Yesweare”theysaysinunisonIputthatcupin

thecupboardIwillshowtheirfather

“Mama”

“YeboIfalakhe”

“Youarebeautiful”Ichuckletheyjoinme



“Thankyou”

Ifasitsonthefrontwithme.HeisplayingKhalidI

guessthatit’shisfavoritesinger.

WhenwegettoMidrandItakeafewbreaths.I

followtheboysit’sobviousthattheyknowwhere

Nomcebostay.AfteracoupleofknocksNomcebo

opens

“Ohyouaretheonepickingmysonup?”

“Yes”

“IthoughtLakhewastheonewhowasgoingtopick

himup”

“YouthoughtwrongIamherenow”

“Whois..ohhiNom”it’sthebloodytraitorThandeka

“LakhegotcaughtupNomcebo”sheopensthedoor

forme.Theboysarealreadyeating.Thandeka

keepsonlookingatme

“NomceboItookyournumbersfromLakheIhope

it’sfinewithyou“



“Sureit’sfine”

“BeforeIforgetIboughtyousomething.Letmego

getit”Igotothecarandtakeoutflowersandtwo

bottlesofchampagne.

“Wooowyoudidn’thaveto”shesayssmiling

“Whenwevisitpeoplewedon’tcomeemptyhanded.

It’smypleasureIhopesomedaywewillgoout.I

don’twantbadbloodinbetweenus.Theboysmight

wanttocomeovertoyourplaceIdon’twantthem

tobehinderedbyourfights.Ihavenothingagainst

you.Myadviceisjuststayawayfrompeoplewho

willtryandturnyouintoabitterperson.Iknowyou

areagoodpersonIhopeIamnottakingadvantage

ofthat”

“OhthankyouNom,canwegooutMondayfor

breakfastthenyoucanbringCeboalongwithyou”

“Notaproblem”wehug

“CeboAuntyishere”whenheseesmehefrowns

hiseyesmovearoundhefindsIfacarryinghisbags.

Iamsurehewassleeping



“IfaIfa“Ifarunstohim

“Heylittlecutething”weallchuckleleaving

“SeeyouMondayNomcebo”

“ByeNomthandazo”

WhenIgethomeIfindMatandhiswifedrinking

coffee.IruntoMathepicksmeup,Lakhecoughs

“Lookatyoubrother,Iamsohappytoseeyou”he

wipesatearthatdroppedfrommyeye

“Youarestillacrybabybigsister,youlook

gorgeous”

“Whythankyou,Nancyyougood?How’smy

daughterin-law”shesmileshuggingmetearing

“Wethoughtyouweredead,youlooksobeautiful”

“Youalsolookbeautifuldarling,afterdinnerwewill

gotouringIwillshowyouthewholehouse.Tellme

whereisZibu”

“ShewentoutwithDorothy”



“Ifacomeherewithyourbrothers”Iintroducethem

toeachother

“IfalookslikehisfatherincludingCebo,sunbeamis

yourreplica”Matsays

“Alotofpeoplesaythat”

IgooutsideIfindZibulookingattheflowers

touchingthem

“Whatisthenameofthisone?”SheasksDorothy

shehasn’tseenme

“Arose”sheturnsaround

“Ohmywordaunty”shehugsmetightly

“Lookatyoubiggirl”

“Auntyimissedyou”shesayssmiling

“Imissedyoutoo,Imissedyousomuch”

“Youlookbeautiful”Ipickherupgoingbackinside

thehouse.

“Sheissmart”Dorothysays



“IusedtotellMatthathe’ssleepingonthischild”

wealllaugh.Sunbeamiswaitingagitatedly

“Sunbeam”

“Ma”ohmywordismysonblushing

“Tellhimyourname”

“HiIamZibusisoandyouare?”

“Bukhosi”theyhandshakeIsmilepullingZibu

inside

“ZibuthesearemyothersonsCeboandIfa”she

looksatmesmiling

“Theylooknothinglikeyou,theylooklikeuncle”

“Mostpeoplesaythat”

Ceboisbusyplayingwithhiscar

“MaIwannapoo”Cebosays

“Okmyboylet’sgo“

IleaveDorothyservingpeoplelunch.Iamso

contentthisismyhomeandthesepeoplearemy



family.

Ireallyhadanabsolutelyamazingweekend.Iam

goingoutforbreakfastwithNomcebo.Cebohas

beengrumpyhedoesn’twanttoleavehisbrothers

behind.Matandhisfamilyleftat6amthehouseis

soquiet

“Youwillwearyourfavoriteshoesrightmyboy”I

tellCebo

“Right”heresponds

SunbeamandIfaarealreadyatschool.

It’s9amwearealreadyatthemuggnbean.

Nomcebogracesuswithherpresenceat9:15

“Iamsosorryguysthetrafficwasbad”shehugs

meandkissesCebo

“Howareyousis?”

“IamgoodNomthandazo,areyougood?”

“Yeswegood”



“ItseemslikeCeboiswarminguptoyou”

“Heisslowlygettingtoknowme,heisso

handsomeNomcebo”

“ThankyouandhelookssomuchlikeIfa”weboth

laugh

“Mostpeoplesaythat”webothsmile

“IfeellikeIruinedagoodthingyouhadwithLakhe

“shelaughs

“IwastakingmychancewithhimIhonestlyknew

thathisheartwasnotwithme.I’doccasionally

catchhimlookingatyourpictures.Ithoughthewas

goingtooutgrowlittledidIknowthatyouwere

goingtocomeback”

“Iamstillsorry”

“Iwillfindtheonewhowilllookatmetheway

Lakhelooksatyou”

“Iknowyouwill”

AftertwohoursofironingthingsoutIdrivehome.



Twomonthslater

WehaveinvitedthewholefamilyincludingLakhe’s

friendswearecelebratinghis56thbirthday.Iam

wearingareddress,theboysarewearingbloody

redshirtsandblackpants.Cebolookssocuteinhis.

Wehavebeentakingpicturesnonstop

ThembiandMbusoapproachus.It’sfunnyIdon’t

feelanythingforhim,thatreallyconfirmsthathe

wasadirtylustfulburningpassion.Lustfadesbut

lovedoesn’t.WhatIfeelforLakheismore.Heis

trulymysoulmate.

“Happybirthdaydad,it’ssogoodtofinallyseeyou

mama”shehugsme

“Likewise”Itellher

“Mbusowasaskingaboutyoulastweek”

“Whywouldheaskaboutmywife?”Lakhesays

“Comeondaddon’ttellmeyouareoverthinking

this”Thembisayslaughing



“You’dsurprised”Lakhesaysheisnotevenclose

tolaughing

“IamaliveThembi,wearecomingbacknow”Ipull

Thembalakheaside

“Babytwomonthsofcounselingdidn’tdojustice”I

tellhim

“Istillhatehim”

“MarkmethenLakhe,fuckenMarkme”hechuckles

“Areyoumad?”

“Ididn’tgocrazywhenIfoundoutthatyouarethe

reasonIgotfired”hegrins

“Iloveyou”heclampshismouthonmine.

“WitheverythingwithinmeLakhe”

[05/24,08:39]Lynne:Epilogueii

Thembalakhe

10yearslater



ThisisthelifeIhavealwayswanted.Thelifeof

growingoldwiththeloveofyourlife.Myeyesmove

tomywifewhoisalreadyhavingwhitehair.Sheis

busycooking

“Lakhe”

“Yesbaby”

“DoIlookoldnow?”Iholdmychucklelatelyshe

hasbeengrumpy

“Nowaybabywhosaidthat?”Shebitesherlip

“Zamanyambosesaidthat”sheisclosetotears

“ComeonbabyZamahasaloosemouthandyou

knowwhoshetakesafter”

“It’sclearlynotmewhoshetakesafter”

Shewalksincrying

“What’swrongZama?”Irushtoher

“Daddyit’sCebo”

“WhatdidCebodo?”



“Heslappedme,lookIamnowhavingaredcheek”I

checkheroutthereisnothingthere

“IseeletmegotoCebo”

“Youhavetobeathimdaddy”

“Zamawhatdidyousaytohim?”

Zamaisnow9yearsoldandCebois13

“Nothinghehasalotofangerdaddy”

“He’syourbrother”

“Nohehashisownmom”Zamasays

“FusegZamawheredidyouhearthatfrom?”

Nomthandazosayswipingherhandstakingher

spatula

“Don’thitherbaby”Iwarnher

“Whatwillpeoplesaywhentheyhearhersaying

that?Nyamboseyouarespoilingthisgirl”

“Justdon’thitheryouwillturnherintoastubborn

child”Isaysheclickshertongue.

“IwillgoandcheckonCebo”



“Ok”NomsaysIcanseeherturningred.My

daughtertookhercomplexion.Thereisreallyno

manualofraisingchildren.

IfindCebo’sheadfacingdown

“Cebo”hiseyesareteary

“Iwanttogotomymother,atleastmylittlebrother

doesn’tmakemefeelsmall”

“Whatdidshesaytoyou?”

“Zamaisdisrespectfuldad”

“Doyouwantustogothering?”Hechuckles,it’sa

sadchuckle

“Okpops”hissmileissodarkoutofallmysonsI

cansaythatCebohasadarkergesture.Heharbors

somuchevilinhim.

“WhatdidZamasay?”

“Shesaysmomisnotmymom,Imeantheoneyou

staywith.AndI’mnotherbrother”

“Wedon’tbeatgirlsCebo“wechangeintoour

traininggearsandwrapthebandagesonourhands.



Weimmediatelygetintotheringandstartthrowing

punches

“I’msorryIgotsoangry,sometimesIlosemy

temper“

“Youneedtonutmoreoften”Itellhimhechuckles

“WellIamnolongeraVirginifthatiswhatyouwant

tofindout”helaughslookingdown.Heisnotaboy

ofmanywords

“It’snewstome,againthereisnothingwrongwith

masturbating”

“Dad”hethrowsameanpunchthatmakesfeellike

myjawsaredislocating.

“SoyouarenolongeraVirgin?”

“AllthankstoSunbeam”webothlaugh

“Don’tlethimhearyousayingthatname“

“Iknowhehatesthename”allofmysonsarethe

sameheightasme.

“PopswhenisIfacomingback?”

“Idon’tknowmaybewhenhe’sdonewiththe



business”

“Good”

Aftershoweringinthebasementwewearour

clothes.Thengoinsidethehouse.WhenZamasees

meshestartscrying.Shehaschiliinhermouth

“Nomthandazo”

“Shehastochewitsinceshe’sdisrespectful.Cebo

isolderthanhershehastorespecthim.Finishall

thatchiliyousillygirl”

“Dadamymouthisonfireshestartscrying”Ilook

atmywifewithirritationandpickupZamawegoto

mybedroom.Shewasheshermouthwiththewater

frommybathroomtap

“Momhatesme”shestartscrying

“No,youshouldrespectCebo”

“Youarealltakinghisside,youallhateme”she

startscrying

“Youmustbecrazy,thereisnothingwrongwith

reprimandingyouZama.Youhavetothinkabout

otherpeople’sfeelingsandnotspithoweveryou



want,howisyourmouth?”

“Stillburning”

“Let’sgodownstairsyouwillapologizetoyour

brother”

“Butdad..”

“Zama”

“OkIwill”shefollowsbehindme

“Ceboyourlittlesisterhassomethingtosaytoyou”

CebostiffensbesideNomthandazowhoisbusy

brushinghisunrulyhair

“BrotherCeboIamreallysorry,IpromiseyouI’ll

neverdisrespectyouagain.Iloveyou”

“It’sok”hestandsupandhugZama.Zamaisour

lastbornsheisspoiledsotheysay.

It’saftermidnightwhenIhearthealarmwheezing.I

pullmyrobeandgodownstairs.It’sBukhosihe’s

drunk

“Sorryforwakingyouupoldman”



“Iamnotoldatleastthatiswhatyourmomsays”

hechuckles

“YahnheI’msodrunk”

“Youaresocrazy”heunzipshispants

“Whatareyoudoing?”

“Iwanttopee”hesayssmiling

Islaphisheadanddirecthimtothetoiletthatisin

thefarcornerofthediningroom.Hestillpeeson

thefloor

“Youwilldealwithyourmominthemorning”

“Eiish”hepukesthisjustgotmoreinterestingItake

avideoofhim.IsendittoIfaheisstillinRussia.

MakingdealswithRuSsiansissoriskybutworthit.

WhenIgetinsidethebedmywifehugsmetightly

“WasitSunbeam?”

“Sleepbaby”hadIsaidyesshewasgoingtogetoff

thebadandgotohim.



BeforeIknowitit’spastmorning

“Lakhedealwithyourson”itisusuallysaidthat

whentheymessup.Whentheyarewinningtheyare

herkids

“BabyIwanttosleep”

“Wakeup!Now”Islowlydragmyselfoffthebed

andtakeashower.Ifindherstillwalkingaroundthe

bed

“TheyarethereasonIamhavinggrayhair”

“Sometimesyousayit’sme”

“ComeonLakhe”shekissesmedeeply

“Soshewantsmydickhenceshe’ssogrumpy”she

chuckles

“Ineversaidthatbutifit’sonthetablethenIam

happy”

HertonguedancesinsidemymouthfuckIcannot

getusedtothis,

“DaddyBukhosiisbullshitingme”Zamasays

shouting



“Languagebabylanguage“

“Sorrydaddy”shetriestoopenthedoor

“Letmegoandcheckonher”ItellNomwho

effortlesslyclickshertongue

“Zamawhyareyoucrying?”

“DaddyKhosiwantsmetocleanhismess”

“Ohreallynow?”

“Yes”

“Oklet’sgoandcheckhimout”

Ifindhiminthekitchenmakingsomesteak

“Khosi”

“Babadon’tmakenoisepleasemyheadis

spinning”

“Ceboswitchontheradiolet’sgethimpunished”

“Okdad”

Thevolumeisonfullblast,Sunbeamisgetting

grumpier.Khosigrabsacushionandprotectshis

ears



“Youwillburnyoursteak”Itellhim

“Whocleanedyourmess?”Nomaskfoldingher

arms

“Ididitmyselfmom”

“Idon’twantyoutodrinkanymoreitseemslikeyou

can’thandlealcoholbutalcoholhandlesyou”

“Thatrulewon’tworkonmemommy”hesayshis

smiledarkening

“BukhosiIneedyouinmyofficenowandyesno

morealcoholforyou”

Cebolaughs“heisbehavinglikeagirlbaba”

“True”

Oncehe’sdonehefollowsmeinmyoffice

“Howdidyougo?”

“DadtheAsiancartelisverytwistedknowingyou

verywellIknowwewerenotgoingtostrikeadeal

withthem.IdecidedtostrikeadealwithFrank

Marks”myheartswellswithpride



“Howdidyougetholdofhim?Ihavebeentryingto

meetupwithhim”

“It’sformetoknowandforyoutofindout.

Smugglingdiamondsisnolongergoingtobean

issueforus.Igottwogirlswhowilldeliverthemto

Frank”

“Iamimpressed”

“Iknowletmepoursomebrandyformyself”

“Noalcoholforyou“

“Father”

“NoisnoKhosi”

CebowentbacktohismomonMondaymorning.

Khosidecidedtogotoschoolaftertwoyearsof

initiationinRussia.Heiscurrentlydoinghismatric

“Baby”

“Yesmoonbeam“

“IreceivedacallfromKhosi’sschooltheywantyou

tocometodayifpossible”



“Whydon’tyougobaby”

“IamgoingoutwithNomcebo”

“Youbetternottalkaboutme”

“Getoffyourhighhorse”

“Mhmm”Ikissherandgrabmykeyswellsheisstill

lookingatmewithherlazyeyes.

Ihadneverbeensoembarrassedinmylife.WhenI

tellNomwhathissondidshewillflip

Theprincipalwasreallyangry

“KhosiI’mdisappointedinyou”

“Uhdad”hefindsinfunny

“Youhavenoshame”

“Itcouldbethat“Ihaveneverseenachildso

arrogantashim

“Youhavebeensuspendedforthewholeweek”

“Unfortunately”

“Areyouevensorry?”



“NodadIlikedMissBen”

“Outoftheplacesyouchosetofuckherina

classroomonthefuckentableBukhosiNyambose!”

helooksdownsmiling

“Thatwaskinky”

“YoudefinitelyneedcounselingI’llmakesureyou

goforit”

“Mhmm”

WhenwegethomewefindNomchopping

vegetables

“Whywereyoucalledathisschool?”Sheknows

thathersonistroublemaker

“Hewasfoundballsdeepinhisteacher’scunt”

“Howcanyoubesounruly?Youareso

ungovernableSunbeam”

“I’msorryMa”

“I’mtakingyourcar,cardsandyouwilldothe

gardeningfromtoday”



Raisingsonswasnevereasyforus.Especially

Bukhosihewasthemostnaughtiestboyoutofour

sons.Ifagotmarriedandhiswifegavebirthtothree

boys.Cebogotagirlpregnantwhenhewas17you

shouldhaveseenhismother’stears.Ourson

Bukhosibroughtdifferentgirlsineveryoccasionhe

wasnow28hismotherlonggaveuponhim

Settlingdown.OurdaughterZamapursuedher

careerinmodeling.MydaughterThembiwasnowa

grandmothertoo.IfIweretodienowIwoulddiea

happyman.

Theend


